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Oil remains key energy resource
Kuwait oil output over 3m bpd • Kuwait to purchase 1 GW of electricity from Gulf grid

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Kuwait boosted its crude oil production 
capacity to “over 3 million barrels per day by the end 
of last year” CEO of Kuwait Petroleum Corp (KPC) 
Sheikh Nawaf Saud Al-Sabah said on Tuesday. He 
affirmed oil will remain an irreplaceable energy re-
source for the foreseeable future, with no significant 
changes expected for decades. 

Sheikh Nawaf made these remarks while speaking 
to journalists during the three-day Regional Clean 
Sea Organization (RECSO) Oil Spills Conference, 
themed “Sustainably Clean Seas”. He emphasized the 
conference’s importance in preserving the marine en-
vironment and combating oil spills, recalling Kuwait’s 
environmental catastrophe 34 years ago when oil 
wells were set ablaze during the Iraqi invasion. 

Sheikh Nawaf said that KPC is working to in-
crease the country’s crude oil production capacity 
to around 4 million barrels per day by 2035 based 
on its strategic plan. A part of the production comes 
from Kuwait’s share of the Neutral Zone with Sau-
di Arabia, estimated at around 500,000 bpd. Ku-
wait has been vying to raise its output capacity 
to beyond 4 million barrels per day for the past 
few decades. Kuwait’s production quota as per 
OPEC+ agreement is around 2.7 million bpd, but it 
is exporting lower than this to account for domestic 
consumption of around 400,000 bpd.

Kuwait on Monday announced the second oil 
and gas offshore discovery in a few months in 
Al-Julaia. The reserves are estimated at 800 million 

barrels of crude oil and 600 million cubic feet of 
natural gas. Sheikh Nawaf revealed that he, along 
with Minister of Oil Tareq Al-Roumi and Kuwait Oil 
Company (KOC) CEO Ahmad Al-Eidan, informed 
Kuwait’s political leadership about the new oil dis-
covery. This field, only the second to be drilled in 
Kuwaiti waters, shows promising signs of additional 
large oil traps, Sheikh Nawaf said, highlighting its 
significance 80 years after petroleum production 
began on land. The discovery will further bolster 
Kuwait’s global standing in the energy sector.  KOC 
CEO Al-Eidan elaborated on the marine explora-
tion strategy, which identified 17 promising oil-rich 
locations, excluding Kuwait Bay. 

KUWAIT: CEO of Kuwait Petroleum Corp (KPC) Sheikh 
Nawaf Saud Al-Sabah addresses a press conference 
on Jan 21, 2025.   KUNA

Amir receives Prince Hassan bin Talal

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received on Tuesday Prince Hassan bin 
Talal on the occasion of his visit to the country. The meeting was attended by senior state officials. — KUNA

Continued on Page 6

Musk in ‘Nazi’ salute row

WASHINGTON: Billionaire tech mogul Elon Musk 
said Tuesday his critics needed “better dirty tricks” 
after a row erupted over a gesture he made at an 
inauguration event for US President Donald Trump 
that some likened to a “sieg heil” or Nazi salute. Upon 
thanking the crowd for returning Trump to the White 
House, Musk tapped the left side of his chest with his 
right hand and then extended his arm with his palm 
open, repeating the gesture for the crowd seated be-
hind him. Musk later posted on X that his opponents 
needed “better dirty tricks”. “The ‘everyone is Hitler’ 
attack is sooo tired,” he said. — AFP

WASHINGTON: Tesla and SpaceX CEO Elon Musk 
gestures during the inaugural parade at the Capi-
tol One Arena on Jan 20, 2025. — AFP

Zionist military chief resigns 

JERUSALEM: The head of the Zionist military, 
Lieutenant General Herzi Halevi, resigned on 
Tuesday over his responsibility for its “failure” 
during Hamas’ attack on Oct 7, 2023. In his res-
ignation letter, Halevi said he was leaving “due to 
my acknowledgment of responsibility for the (mil-
itary’s) failure on October 7”, admitting “not all” of 
the Zionist entity’s war goals had been met. Major 
General Yaron Finkelman, the head of the Zionist 
entity’s southern military command, which is re-
sponsible for Gaza, also resigned. — AFP

Turkey ski resort
inferno kills 66;
Amir condoles
ISTANBUL: At least 66 people were 
killed when a huge fire ripped through 
a hotel at a popular ski resort in north-
western Turkey that was packed with 
people enjoying the winter holidays, 
among them families. The blaze at 
the Grand Kartal Hotel in Kartalkaya 
broke out around 3:30 am (0030 
GMT), sending huge clouds of smoke 
into the night air and sparking panic 
among the guests.

HH the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ah-
mad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on Tuesday 
addressed a cable of condolences to 

BOLU, Turkey: An aerial picture of a fire that gutted a 11-storey hotel in Kar-
talkaya on Jan 21, 2025. — AFP

Turkish President Recep Tayyib Erdo-
gan. HH the Amir prayed for the souls 
of the victims and wished the injured 
quick recovery. HH the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad 
Al-Sabah and HH the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Al-Abdullah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah also sent cables of condo-
lences to Erdogan.

Survivors and eyewitnesses spoke 
of scenes of desperation as people 
tried to flee the burning building with 
some leaping out of the windows or 
using bedsheets as a makeshift rope. 
“People on the upper floors were 
screaming. They threw bedsheets out 
of the windows, some tried to jump,” 
Atakan Yelkovan, who escaped from 
the third floor with his wife, told IHA 
news agency. “It was like the apoca-
lypse. The flames engulfed the

Continued on Page 6

Zionists kill 9 in
Jenin after Trump
absolves settlers
JENIN: Zionist security forces backed by helicopters 
raided the volatile West Bank city of Jenin on Tuesday, 
killing at least nine Palestinians in what Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu called a “large-scale and 
significant military operation”. The action, launched 
a day after US President Donald Trump declared he 
was lifting sanctions on ultranationalist Zionist settlers 
who attacked Palestinian villages, was announced by 
Netanyahu as a new offensive against fighters.

The move into Jenin, where the Zionist army has 
carried out multiple raids and large-scale incursions 
over recent years, comes only two days after the start 
of a ceasefire in Gaza and underscores the threat of 
more violence in the West Bank. The military said 
soldiers, police and intelligence services had begun 
a counterterrorism operation in Jenin. It follows a 
weekslong operation by Palestinian security forces 
in self-rule areas of the West Bank to reassert con-
trol in the adjacent refugee camp, a major center of 
armed groups including Hamas and Islamic Jihad.

Gaza-based Hamas, which has expanded its reach 
in the West Bank over recent years, called on Pal-
estinians in the territory to escalate fighting against 

SEBASTIA: The mother of Palestinian teenager Ahmad 
Rushdi, who was killed during a Zionist military oper-
ation, leads pallbearers carrying his body during his 
funeral in the West Bank on Jan 20, 2025. — AFP

the Zionist entity. As the operation began, Palestinian 
security forces withdrew from the refugee camp and 
the sound of heavy gunfire could be heard in mobile 
phone footage shared on social media. The spokes-
man for the Palestinian security forces, Anwar Rajab, 
said in a statement Zionist forces had “opened fire on 
civilians and security forces, resulting in injuries to 
several civilians and a number of security personnel, 
one of whom is in critical condition”.

Palestinian health services said at least nine Pal-
estinians were killed and 35 wounded as the Zionist 
raid began, a week after a Zionist air strike in the 

Continued on Page 6

Trump fires foes
after executive
order blizzard

WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump an-
nounced plans to weed out some 1,000 oppo-
nents from the US government Tuesday on his 
first full day in power after taking office with a 
shock-and-awe blitz of executive orders. 

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump signs 
executive orders during his inaugural parade at 
Capital One Arena on Jan 20, 2025.  — AFP

Continued on Page 6
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MENA on verge of water crisis
Experts urge updating policies to ensure sustainable water management

By Passant Hisham

KUWAIT: The Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) region faces a looming water crisis, with 
less than 1 percent of global renewable freshwater 
resources available for over six percent of the world’s 
population, according to Bader Al-Saad, Director 
General and Chairman of the Board of Directors of 
the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Develop-
ment (AFESD). Speaking at the Water Development 
Financing Forum on Tuesday, Al-Saad highlighted 
the urgent need for innovation, investment, and sus-
tainable strategies to address this growing challenge. 

“By 2050, water availability in MENA may de-
cline by 20 percent, while demand could surge by 
50 percent. Agriculture, which consumes 85 per-
cent of the region’s water, faces escalating risks, 
and urban areas are already struggling with short-
ages,” Al-Saad warned.

Al-Saad identified advancements in desalina-
tion and wastewater reuse as promising solutions. 
However, significant obstacles persist. Developing 
cost-effective and environmentally sustainable de-
salination technologies is imperative, as is expanding 
wastewater recycling and its regional adoption. Fi-

nancial constraints further complicate these efforts, 
with many utilities hindered by low tariffs, heavy 
subsidies, and escalating operational costs.

The forum also provided a platform to explore 
pathways toward addressing the crisis. Al-Saad 
emphasized the importance of public-private part-
nerships to mobilize both resources and expertise. 
He advocated for leveraging green bonds, climate 

finance, and mechanisms like carbon markets and the 
Green Climate Fund to drive sustainable investments. 

Beyond technical solutions, Al-Saad highlighted 
the broader implications of water security. He linked 
it directly to economic development, social stability, 
and human dignity, calling for inclusive solutions that 
leave no one behind. He urged collective regional 
and global efforts to secure MENA’s water future, 
stressing that collaboration, innovation, and equity 
are crucial for overcoming the region’s challenges.

Ousmane Dione, World Bank Vice President for 
MENA, echoed these concerns, describing the re-
gion as “the most water-scarce in the world, where 
droughts and desertification are becoming increas-
ingly severe.” He warned that climate change is am-
plifying these pressures, posing existential risks that 
could make parts of MENA uninhabitable.

Dione cited startling statistics: Citizens in 
MENA have access to just 480 cubic meters of 
water annually, compared to a global average of 
5,500 cubic meters. With 60 percent of the popu-
lation relying on surface water and 24 percent on 
groundwater, climate disruptions are intensifying 
these vulnerabilities. Despite these challenges, Di-
one highlighted the region’s legacy of resilience and 
ingenuity, from ancient water systems like Moroc-
co’s Qatala and Oman’s Faraj to cutting-edge desali-
nation technologies pioneered by GCC countries. 
“MENA’s history reminds us that water scarcity has 
never defined its destiny,” he said.

However, both speakers cautioned that inno-
vation alone will not suffice. Dione referenced the 
World Bank’s Country Climate Development Report 
(CCDR), which outlines the severe economic and 

social impacts of water scarcity. “Water is central 
to these challenges and must be central to our solu-
tions,” he stated, calling for cross-border coopera-
tion and integrated strategies. He praised partner-
ships like that of the Arab Fund and the World Bank, 
which blend regional expertise with global resourc-
es, as pivotal for progress.

“This partnership matters,” Dione emphasized. 
“Together, we can ensure that the people of MENA 
not only survive but thrive, creating a future marked 
by development, prosperity, and peace.”

Prince Hassan bin Talal of Jordan, a longstanding 
advocate for regional cooperation and water sus-
tainability, stressed the need for a comprehensive, 
human-centered approach. He pointed out that the 
water crisis is not merely a technical issue but one 
deeply intertwined with human dignity, social stabil-
ity, and economic development.

He posed a poignant question: “Are we investing 
in our true capital — human capital — or are we 
prioritizing material exploitation at the expense of 
the region’s people?”

Prince Hassan proposed a blue-green initiative 
during a recent meeting in Amman with Muslim 
and Arab ambassadors and ministers. This initia-
tive would address water in the context of peace, 
align resource management with human dignity, 
and promote sustainable greening for the benefit 
of all citizens. While acknowledging the political 
complexities of the region, he expressed hope for 
collaboration. “If all countries in the region recog-
nize that this is about building peace and take the 
necessary steps, then the potential for participation 
is limitless,” he concluded.

Suggested solutions
from the water 
development forum

•  Advancements in desalination: Development 
of cost-effective and sustainable desalination 
technologies to address water scarcity.

•  Expansion of wastewater recycling: Increased 
adoption of wastewater reuse as a vital strat-
egy for augmenting available water resources.

•  Public-private partnerships: Mobilizing both 
public and private sectors to pool resources, 
expertise, and financial support for water-re-
lated solutions.

•  Green finance initiatives: Utilizing green bonds, 
climate finance, carbon markets, and the 
Green Climate Fund to drive sustainable water 
investments.

•  Inclusive solutions for water security: Integrat-
ing water management strategies with broad-
er goals of economic development, social sta-
bility, and human dignity.

•  Cross-border cooperation: Collaborative, in-
tegrated approaches between nations in the 
region to manage water resources more ef-
fectively.

By the numbers: The
MENA water crisis

•  Less than 1% of global renewable freshwater re-
sources are available for over 6% of the world’s 
population in the MENA region.

•  By 2050, water availability in MENA may decline 
by 20%, while demand could surge by 50%.

•  Citizens in MENA have access to just 480 cubic 
meters of water annually, compared to the glob-
al average of 5,500 cubic meters.

•  60% of MENA’s population relies on surface wa-
ter, and 24% on groundwater.

Bader Al-Saad

KUWAIT: Senior officials participate in discussions on regional development and cooperation on water man-
agement at the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development forum.

Ousmane Dione

Experts and policy makers urge updating water management regulations during a panel discussion. — KUNA photos    

Prince Hassan bin Talal of Jordan

IWG visits 
Kuwait Times, 
Kuwait News
By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: Kuwait Times and Kuwait 
News welcomed a delegation from the 
International Women’s Group (IWG) on 
Tuesday, comprising several ambassa-

dors’ wives who visited to learn about 
the newspapers’ operations and editorial 
processes. The delegation included Polina 
Dlamini, President of the IWG and wife of 
the ambassador of Eswatini, Laura Duclaud 
Vilares, wife of the ambassador of Mexico 
and Baigalmaa Bayantsagaan, wife of the 
ambassador of Mongolia.

During the visit, the group toured vari-
ous departments, including the newsroom, 
studio, printing press and warehouse. They 
were briefed on the news-gathering process 
and the Kuwait Times’ role in covering local 
and international news.

The ambassadors’ wives also participat-
ed in an interactive studio session, creating 
a video highlighting their countries’ unique 
traditions. They shared insights about tradi-
tional cuisine, language and cultural heritage, 
offering a glimpse into the rich diversity of 
their nations. The International Women’s 
Group (IWG) is a non-profit organization in 
Kuwait established in 1989 by Hanneke Vel-
ing, wife of the Dutch ambassador to Kuwait. 
The group’s mission is to promote culture, 
tradition and knowledge-sharing among fe-
male ambassadors and ambassadors’ wives 
of all nationalities accredited to Kuwait.

KUWAIT: A delegation from the International Women’s Group (IWG) ex-
plores the Kuwait Times archive room. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

The visitors examine a print edition of Kuwait Times.

The IWG members pose for a photo with Alnaqeeb and Al-Watheq 
Bellah Darwish, head of the printing press at Kuwait Times.

Jana Alnaqeeb, Public Relations and CSR Manager, at Kuwait Times 
and Kuwait News, sits with IWG members, President of the IWG and 
wife of the ambassador of Eswatini, Laura Duclaud Vilares, wife of 
the ambassador of Mexico and Baigalmaa Bayantsagaan, wife of 
the ambassador of Mongolia.

Deputy Foreign Minister Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah received 
on Tuesday the World Bank’s Vice President for MENA Ousmane Dione. -  
KUNA photos

KUWAIT: Sheikh Jarrah meets with the Director of Multilateral and Strategic 
Partnerships at the World Food Program (WFP) Stanlake Samkange.

Kuwait discusses cooperation 
with World Bank and WFP
KUWAIT: Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah received on Tuesday the 
World Bank’s Vice President for 
the Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) Ousmane Dione.

During the meeting, they discussed 
bilateral relations and means of en-
hancing cooperation between the 
two sides on a number of issues and 
projects, especially in the Middle East 

region, the Foreign Ministry said in a 
statement. Sheikh Jarrah also met with 
the Director of Multilateral and Stra-
tegic Partnerships at the World Food 
Program (WFP) Stanlake Samkange.

During the meeting, they discussed 
means of cooperation and coordina-
tion between the two sides, especially 
the role of the World Food Program 
in the Middle East region, the Foreign 
Ministry said in a statement. — KUNA
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CAN signs agreement
with sports authority 
to combat smoking
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: In an effort to promote public health and 
encourage a healthy lifestyle, the Kuwait Society for 
Combating Smoking and Cancer, through its Nation-
al Cancer Awareness Campaign “CAN,” has signed 
a cooperation agreement with the Public Authority 
for Sport. This agreement is part of ongoing efforts 
aimed at reducing the spread of smoking and raising 
awareness about cancer, with a particular emphasis 
on the role of sports and physical activity in preven-
tion and treatment.

Dr. Hussa Majid Al-Shaheen, Treasurer of the Ku-
wait Society for Combating Smoking and Cancer and 
a member of the Executive Committee of the Nation-
al Cancer Awareness Campaign, underscored the 
importance of sports in promoting both physical and 
psychological health. She highlighted that the agree-
ment reflects the society’s steadfast commitment to 
combating smoking, supporting cancer patients, and 
raising awareness through physical activity. “This 
agreement reflects our continued commitment to 
fighting smoking, providing psychological support 
to cancer patients, and motivating cancer awareness, 
as sports is an effective way to promote physical and 
psychological health,” she said.

Bashar Abdullah, Acting Director of the Public 
Authority for Sport, further emphasized the signif-
icance of the partnership, noting how it combines 
sports with humanitarian and health efforts. He 
shared that through this collaboration, the Public 

Authority aims to encourage community members 
to adopt healthier lifestyles and reduce health risks, 
aligning with the overarching goal of the agreement.

Looking ahead, Nayef Sharar, Vice Chairman of 
the Board of Directors of the Kuwait Society for 
Combating Smoking and Cancer, discussed sever-
al initiatives planned under the agreement. These 
include marathons and sports events designed to 
raise awareness about cancer and smoking, sem-
inars on the effects of passive smoking, and the 
establishment of dedicated training centers to aid 
cancer patients’ recovery.

Haya Al-Daham, Deputy Director General of the 
Sports for All Sector at the Public Authority for Sport, 

emphasized that this new collaboration builds on 
years of joint efforts between the two organizations. 
This ongoing relationship strengthens the foundation 
for long-term community health initiatives.

Concluding the discussions, Dr. Al-Shaheen re-
affirmed that the agreement represents a message 
of hope. It exemplifies the cooperation between 
civil society and government agencies to promote 
better community health and fight harmful habits 
like smoking. She expressed confidence that this 
collaboration would contribute significantly to Ku-
wait’s ongoing commitment to supporting cancer 
patients and implementing preventive measures for 
chronic diseases.

KUWAIT: Officials from the Kuwait Society for Combating Smoking and Cancer and the Public Authority for Sport 
sign an agreement to raise cancer awareness and fight smoking.

Kuwait inaugurates first sustainable wool
factory to promote heritage and innovation

Initiative by Al Sadu Society, supported by KFAS and hosted by Al-Mawashi

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s first sustainable wool factory, 
“Soof”, was inaugurated on Monday at Al-Mawashi, 
under the patronage and presence of HH the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-Abdullah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah. The Kuwait Foundation for the Advance-
ment of Sciences (KFAS) said the factory is a re-
sult of an initiative by Al Sadu Society, supported 
by KFAS and hosted by Al-Mawashi. This strategic 
partnership aims to develop the local wool industry, 
add value to Kuwait’s natural resources and promote 
sustainability in national projects.

KFAS explained that the project began with the 
Al Sadu Society’s proposal to explore the feasibil-
ity of producing sustainable yarns from local wool. 
KFAS funded a research initiative in collaboration 

with the Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research 
(KISR) and the Al Sadu Society, focusing on improv-
ing wool quality from Naeemi sheep, known for their 
high-quality fibers, for use in traditional crafts. The 
findings demonstrated the potential for economic 
and industrial development, leading to the recom-
mendation to establish the factory as a model for 
successful partnerships supported by KFAS.

The Al Sadu Society emphasized the factory’s 
role in promoting sustainability by responsibly uti-
lizing natural resources and producing wool threads 
for artisanal crafts. This initiative preserves cultural 
heritage, enhances traditional weaving skills and im-
proves artisanal production quality.

The factory incorporates eco-friendly technolo-
gies aligned with Kuwait’s vision for sustainability. 
Solar photovoltaic panels installed on the factory’s 

rooftops generate approximately 25,000 kWh of 
electricity annually, reducing carbon dioxide emis-
sions by 15 tons per year. Additionally, advanced wa-
ter treatment systems recycle 70,000 cubic meters 
of water annually for irrigation.

Al-Mawashi, the Livestock Transport and Trad-
ing Company, played a key role by providing fac-
tory space and sheep wool, supporting the local 
economy and traditional crafts. The company em-
phasized the project’s importance in encouraging 
youth to acquire new skills, integrating traditional 
crafts with modern technologies, and promoting 
innovation. This initiative positions Kuwait as a 
leader in industrial innovation and heritage preser-
vation while showcasing the value of collaboration 
between national institutions and the private sector 
in achieving sustainable development.

This photo shows part of Kuwait’s first sustainable wool factory, “Soof”. Textile weaving machines are seen at the factory.

A traditional loom used to weave wool is displayed at 
the opening event of the “Soof” factory.

KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-Abdullah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah listens to a member of the “Soof” team as she explains some 
of the features of the factory.

HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah 
listens to an explanation of how wool is colored.

HH Sheikh Ahmad Al-Abdullah is seen with officials, diplomats and am-
bassadors at the opening ceremony of Kuwait’s first sustainable wool 
factory, “Soof”.

Al-Fassam discusses 
Kuwait’s economic 
diversification at Davos
DAVOS: Kuwait’s 
Minister of Finance 
and Minister of State 
for Economic Affairs 
and Investment Noura 
Al-Fassam, represented 
His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Ahmad 
Al-Abdullah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah at the World 
Economic Forum (WEF) 
in Davos, Switzerland.

This participation is 
aligned with Kuwait’s 
ongoing efforts, under 
the leadership of His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, to enhance 
international economic cooperation and elevate 
the country’s standing in global forums. Al-Fas-
sam’s attendance also continues the work initiated 
by His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah to build strategic 
partnerships with global institutions and invest-
ment companies.

Al-Fassam emphasized that Kuwait’s engage-
ment at the WEF provides a significant opportuni-
ty to bolster its global economic position and forge 
new avenues for cooperation. Her participation re-
flects Kuwait’s commitment to accelerating its eco-
nomic development and deepening its connections 
with local, Gulf, and international markets.

Throughout the forum, Al-Fassam is set to 
engage in high-level discussions with global 
leaders on critical issues, such as strengthening 
international partnerships, attracting foreign in-
vestments, and addressing ongoing economic 
challenges. Additionally, she will hold bilateral 
meetings with key officials from both the pub-
lic and private sectors to explore collaboration 
opportunities in building a diversified and sus-
tainable economy.

Al-Fassam will also participate in two key panel 
discussions: one focusing on the long-term eco-
nomic growth prospects for the Middle East and 
North Africa, and the other on the importance of 
economic diversification in the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) countries, with a particular em-
phasis on sustainability and their role in global 
economic development. Through this participation, 
Kuwait underscores its commitment to global eco-
nomic cooperation and its ongoing efforts to sup-
port sustainable development both regionally and 
internationally. — KUNA

Noura Al-Fassam

Traffic Council 
discusses improving 
public transportation
KUWAIT: The Ministry of Interior’s Supreme Traf-
fic Council, led by Lieutenant General Sheikh Salem 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, has prioritized improve-
ments to public transport, particularly buses, as part 
of ongoing efforts to enhance road safety. During the 
23rd meeting of the council, officials reviewed strat-
egies to improve transportation infrastructure and 
reduce traffic congestion. Lieutenant General Sheikh 
Salem Al-Nawaf has also directed an increase in ef-
forts to intensify awareness campaigns and enhance 
coordination between relevant authorities before the 
new traffic law is implemented.

The directive was issued following the 23rd meet-
ing of the Supreme Traffic Council, chaired by Sheikh 

Salem. The meeting was attended by representatives 
from the Ministry of Interior, the Ministries of Ed-
ucation, Public Works, and Information, as well as 
the Kuwait Municipality and the Public Authority for 
Roads and Land Transport.

Sheikh Salem emphasized the importance of joint 
cooperation between government agencies and civil 
society to achieve the national road safety goals. 

During the meeting, participants discussed ways 
to improve public transport services, particularly 
buses, and reviewed the latest statistics on traffic 
safety. Plans for future initiatives were also consid-
ered, including the development of road infrastruc-
ture to reduce accidents.

The council members commended the Civ-
il Service Commission’s recent decision to trial 
evening shifts for civil servants. They encour-
aged government entities to increase the number 
of employees during these hours, aiming to im-
prove service efficiency and reduce congestion. 
The General Traffic Department was tasked with 
studying the outcomes of this initiative after its 

implementation over the next three months.
The Supreme Traffic Council’s continued efforts 

focus on enhancing Kuwait’s traffic safety, improving 
infrastructure, and fostering greater collaboration 
among government entities to ensure the successful 
implementation of the new traffic law. — KUNA

KUWAIT: A man waits at a bus stop as a bus ap-
proaches in this file photo.
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 Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: A stack of Kuwait Times newspapers shows the publication’s front page at a newsstand in Kuwait City on January 21, 2025, with a picture from the inaugu-
ration ceremony of Donald Trump as the 47th President of the United States. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Leadership keen on moving Kuwait out of FATF monitoring list
By Faten Omar and KUNA 

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Assistant Foreign Minister for 
Development and International Cooperation, Am-
bassador Hamad Al-Mashaan, has emphasized the 
country’s leadership’s strong commitment to ensuring 
that all relevant authorities in Kuwait work hard and 
efficiently to move the country out of a “follow-up 
phase” in the evaluation process of the Financial Ac-
tion Task Force (FATF). 

Currently, Kuwait is undergoing a mutual evalua-
tion by FATF, which assesses the country’s efforts in 
combating money laundering and financing terrorism. 
The “follow-up phase” typically refers to a period 
during which a country is being closely monitored to 
ensure it is making sufficient progress in addressing 
any shortcomings identified during FATF’s evalua-
tion. The country’s leadership is focused on meeting 
FATF’s standards and moving out of this phase, said 
Al-Mashaan.

As part of these efforts, the International Institute 
for Justice and the Rule of Law, in collaboration with 
Kuwait’s ministry of foreign affairs, held online ses-
sions on Tuesday focusing on targeted financial sanc-
tions, asset recovery and mutual legal assistance. 

The workshop aims to train and qualify the nation-
al workforce in strategies to combat terrorism and its 
financing. Al-Mashaan pointed out the committee’s 
keenness to develop the competencies and human 
cadres in Kuwait to implement the international obli-
gations stipulated in the Security Council resolutions 
issued under Chapter VII and translate them by tak-
ing precautionary measures to combat the financing 
of terrorism and prevent terrorist organizations from 
exploiting the financial system.

Discussions covered asset recovery and judicial 
cooperation, with participation from international and 
local entities, including the Central Bank of Kuwait, 
banks, exchange companies and real estate firms. 
Al-Mashaan noted the strong attendance, empha-
sizing the sessions’ role in updating participants on 
global developments in combating money laundering 
and sanctions targeting terrorism financiers. “These 
sessions are part of a series of workshops organized 
by the Security Council Resolutions Implementation 
Committee to align with international financial stan-
dards,” he said.

Regarding the ministry of foreign affairs’ mecha-
nisms to monitor financial transfers and counter mon-
ey laundering, Al-Mashaan explained that the Secu-
rity Council Resolutions Implementation Committee 
oversees requests from the UN Security Council. The 
committee, comprising representatives from the Cen-
tral Bank, financial intelligence unit, public prosecu-

Assistant Foreign Minister for Development and Inter-
national Cooperation, Ambassador Hamad Al-Mashaan

Why is Kuwait 
being monitored? 

The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is an 
intergovernmental organization established in 
1989 by the G7 countries to develop and promote 
policies aimed at combating money laundering, 
terrorist financing, and other threats to the in-
ternational financial system. The FATF conducts 
mutual evaluations of its member countries to 
assess how well they are implementing its stan-
dards. Countries that fail to comply with FATF’s 
recommendations may be placed on a “grey list” 
or “black list,” which can affect their international 
financial reputation and relationships with other 
countries and institutions.

An FATF report released in November 2024 
has found that Kuwait has a legal and super-
visory framework in place to combat illic-
it finance, but faces significant challenges in 
effectively addressing money laundering and 
terrorist financing.

Few convictions: Kuwait has increased its 
money laundering investigations, but securing 
convictions remains challenging due to difficul-
ties in proving the underlying predicate offence. 
Most of the cases prosecuted involve basic in-
stances of self-laundering.

When it comes to terrorist financing, investi-
gations and prosecutions are limited, and many 
cases fail to reach a conviction. Kuwait does have 
a legal framework in place for targeted financial 
sanctions related to terrorist financing and the 
financing of weapons of mass destruction. How-
ever, the necessary actions to freeze assets linked 
to terrorism or proliferation are not adequately 
supported by the domestic legal framework, mak-
ing such actions unenforceable.

Non-profit sector: While Kuwait has con-
ducted a risk assessment of the non-profit sector, 
more efforts are needed to protect it from terror-
ist financing abuse without hindering legitimate 
activities.

Foreign intelligence: The country’s finan-
cial intelligence unit is active, but most terrorist 
financing investigations are based on foreign in-
telligence. Kuwait is focused on confiscating pro-
ceeds of crime, including assets located abroad.

tion, state security, ministry of defense and ministry 
of justice, evaluates and acts on cases involving indi-
viduals or entities. He also highlighted Kuwait’s active 
role in the Riyadh-based Terrorist Financing Target-
ing Center, a Gulf-American initiative addressing ter-
rorism financing through regular meetings. 

On Kuwait’s humanitarian efforts, Al-Mashaan 
detailed ongoing aid initiatives for Syria, Gaza and 
Lebanon. He noted Kuwait’s commitment to sup-
porting Syria through an air bridge managed by the 
Kuwait Red Crescent Society, involving 20 military 
aircraft delivering humanitarian aid. Aid is coordinat-
ed with the Syrian Red Crescent, Kuwaiti charities 
and international organizations, utilizing multiple 
delivery channels, including military aircraft, inter-
national collaboration and truck shipments to the 
Syrian border.

For Gaza, Kuwait coordinates aid delivery with 
Egypt, storing and transferring supplies through the 
Egyptian Red Crescent in Al-Arish, and has also es-
tablished a second route through Jordan. Similarly, 
Kuwait has previously provided extensive humanitar-
ian aid to Lebanon, including multiple aid shipments.

The sessions also addressed the Mutual Evaluation 
Report of the FATF for the Middle East and North 
Africa on Kuwait, published in Oct 2024. Discussions, 
opened by Reinhard Uhrig, Director of the Interna-
tional Institute for Justice and the Rule of Law, and 
Al-Mashaan, emphasized the need for stronger laws 
criminalizing terrorism financing, asset recovery, 
freezing and confiscation.

The sessions underscored Kuwait’s dedica-
tion to global cooperation on combating financial 
crimes and advancing its humanitarian efforts in 
the region. Since joining the Malta-based Interna-
tional Institute for Justice and the Rule of Law in 
2018, Kuwait has remained committed to promot-
ing justice and the rule of law.

Awqaf funds project 
with KD 300,000 to 
assist needy patients
KUWAIT: The General Secretariat of Awqaf has 
announced the allocation of KD 300,000  (approx-
imately $972,800) to support the “Rahmaa” project, 
which provides treatment for needy patients. This 
initiative, implemented by the “Balad Al-Khair” As-
sociation in cooperation with Dar Al-Shifa Hospital, 
will continue for one year. So far, around 250 pa-
tients from various nationalities have benefited from 
the project.

In a statement to the Kuwait News Agency 
(KUNA) today, following an inspection visit to Dar 
Al-Shifa Hospital to monitor the project, the Director 
of the Awqaf Endowment Funds Department, Maar-
ib Al-Yaqoub, emphasized the importance of such 
partnerships between governmental, private, and 
charitable sectors in assisting community members 
by providing necessary medicines, treatments, and 
examinations for those unable to afford them. Al-Ya-
qoub added that the General Secretariat of Awqaf 
will continue to offer grants and support humanitar-
ian initiatives and volunteer charitable efforts that 
contribute to helping those in need in Kuwait.

Acting Director of the Humanitarian Projects De-
partment and the Director of the “Balad Al-Khair” 
Association, Ali Shaddad, also praised the signifi-
cant support provided by the General Secretariat of 
Awqaf to serve the community and assist charitable 
associations in offering public welfare services, par-
ticularly in caring for patients.

Shaddad stated that the “Rahmaa” project is one 
of the pioneering charitable initiatives that reflects 
the commitment of the secretariat in supporting the 
poor and needy. It serves as a vital source of aid for 
patients struggling to bear the cost of medical treat-
ment. He explained that the project provides com-
prehensive medical services to underprivileged pa-
tients and improves their health conditions.

He also praised the strategic partnership with Dar 
Al-Shifa Hospital in delivering high-quality health-
care services, highlighting the ongoing collaboration 
with the Ministry of Health through the Kuwait Can-
cer Treatment Center to provide medical services for 
cancer patients.

Dr Mohammad Jassim, Head of the Medical De-
partment at Dar Al-Shifa Hospital, also spoke to 
KUNA, emphasizing the hospital’s strategy in pro-
viding community medical services, especially for 
financially struggling patients, and reaffirmed the 
continuity of such services while maintaining the 
confidentiality of treatment. He emphasized that Dar 
Al-Shifa always strives to offer high-quality initia-
tives that enhance the Ministry of Health’s role in 
providing exceptional medical services to patients, 
driven by a strong sense of social responsibility and 
a commitment to meeting the medical needs of the 
community.

The “Balad Al-Khair” project aims to achieve so-
cial solidarity and alleviate the financial and health 
suffering of patients. It includes various services such 
as dialysis sessions, physical therapy, advanced med-
ical tests, and the assessment of the social and medi-
cal conditions of beneficiaries to ensure that support 
reaches the most deserving groups. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Officials meet to discuss the allocation of 
KD 300,000 to support the “Rahmaa” project, which 
provides treatment for needy patients. — KUNA

Al-Najat Charity
helps 380,000 
people in Yemen
ADEN: The Kuwaiti Al-Najat Charity confirmed 
Tuesday, that more than 380,000 individuals ben-
efited from its humanitarian and development proj-
ects in Yemen during 2024. These projects are part 
of a campaign which is celebrating its tenth consec-
utive year. In a statement to Kuwait News Agency 
(KUNA), Abdullah Al-Shihab, Head of the Charity’s 
Programs and Projects Sector, said that the organi-
zation has placed great emphasis on development 
projects that contribute to improving the lives of 
beneficiaries.

He added that some of the major projects includ-

ed the construction of seven residential villages, 
drilling 52 wells, building eight bakeries, establishing 
five new schools, sponsoring 210 students, and orga-
nizing 19 Quran memorization classes.

Al-Shihab also noted that the charity had built a 
medical center, held eye camps, and provided assis-
tance to approximately 5,700 patients. Furthermore, 
around 120,000 people benefited from food aid and 
relief projects across various Yemeni governorates.

He explained that these efforts are part of the 
charity’s broader aim to alleviate the suffering of 
the Yemeni people and enhance living standards in 
the most needy areas.

Al-Shihab concluded by thanking the Kuwaiti 
Ministries of Social Affairs and Foreign Affairs for 
their ongoing support of Kuwaiti charitable work, 
and expressed deep appreciation for the generous 
donors and supporters in Kuwait for their contin-
ued help in aiding those in need in Yemen and else-
where. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Officials and beneficiaries pose for a photo next to the foundation stone of a village built by Al-Najat 
Charity in Yemen. — KUNA

Kuwait committed to fighting
money laundering: Official



CIUDAD JUAREZ, Mexico: Margelis 
Tinoco broke down in tears after her asy-
lum appointment was canceled as part of 
a sweeping immigration crackdown an-
nounced by US President Donald Trump 
on his first day in office. “I don’t know what 
will become of my life anymore,” said the 
48-year-old Colombian, who made the long 
and dangerous journey from South America 
with her husband and son.

Trump began his second term in office 
with a series of announcements intended to 
drastically reduce the number of migrants 
entering the United States. He vowed to 
declare a national emergency at the border 
with Mexico, immediately halt “all illegal 
entry” and begin the process of deporting 
“millions and millions of criminal aliens”. 
Minutes after he was sworn in, an app in-
troduced by his predecessor Joe Biden to 
help process claims for entering the United 
States went offline.

“Look what it says,” Tinoco said, point-

ing to a message on her cellphone screen 
informing users of CBP One that existing 
appointments had been canceled. “Have 
compassion and let us cross,” she pleaded, 
saying that she had endured “six months of 
suffering” after leaving Venezuela where she 
had been living with her family. Yaime Perez, 
a 27-year-old Cuban, also made an emo-
tional appeal to Trump. “Since we are here, 
please let us in, please, after all the work 
we have put in to get here, let us enter your 
country, so that we can better ourselves in 
life and be somebody,” she said.

Antony Herrera arrived at the border 
with his wife and three children after a long 
journey from their native Venezuela only to 
discover that their appointment had been 
canceled. “We don’t know what is going to 
happen,” said the 31-year-old, one of mil-
lions of people who have left crisis-hit Vene-
zuela, where President Nicolas Maduro was 
inaugurated this month for a third term after 
a disputed election victory.

During his first term in the White House 
from 2017 to 2021, Trump put heavy pres-
sure on Mexico to turn back a tide of mi-
grants from Central America. On Monday, 
he quickly moved to reinstate the “Remain 
in Mexico” policy that prevailed under his 
last administration. Under that rule, peo-
ple who applied to enter the United States 
at the Mexican border were not allowed to 
enter the country until their application had 
been decided.

Mexico agreed during Trump’s first term 
to receive deportees from other countries in 
exchange for the Republican withdrawing his 
tariff threats. It is unclear if the current Mex-
ican government would do the same this time 
round. President Claudia Sheinbaum said on 
Monday that Mexico would receive its own 
deported nationals, without mentioning how 
it would proceed with other foreigners ex-
pelled from the United States. — AFP

Afghanistan Taleban 
government announces 
prisoner swap with US

InternationalEstablished 1961 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2025

UK PM vows to fight new ‘terrorism’ threat after girls’ murders
Page 6 Page 7

Contact Details

Office: +965 22465888 / 22452700
Website: www.aaahousing.com
Email: house@aaahousing.com

FOR RENT

• 24 Hours Security & Maintenance
• Recreational Facilities - Satellite & Internet

Located in

Salmiya, Salwa, Surra, Bayan
Mangaf, Mahboula & Fintas

Fully Furnished 
& Serviced Apartments

for Companies & Individuals

Upbeat Trump returns to White House
Back in Oval Office, US president gushes ‘What a great feeling!’
WASHINGTON: There’s no place like home. And 
for Donald Trump, home is back in the White House 
after four tumultuous years. “What a great feeling,” 
Trump told reporters when asked how it felt to be 
back in the Oval Office on Monday. “One of the bet-
ter feelings I’ve ever had.” Trump acted as if he’d 
never left. Nor was there any mention of how he had 
left in disgrace after his supporters attacked the US 
Capitol in January 2021 trying to overturn his elec-
tion defeat to Joe Biden.

Instead, the 78-year-old launched straight into an 
impromptu, 50-minute press conference in the sym-
bolic heart of the US presidency. But if it all felt fa-
miliar to the Republican billionaire, that was largely 
thanks to the work of an army of White House staff. 
They had only around five hours to erase every trace 
of his Democratic predecessor and create Trump’s 
Oval Office 2.0.

Trump wouldn’t confirm reports of the return of 
the famed “Diet Coke button” — a button on the 

desk that he would press during his first term to 
summon a glass of his favorite drink on a silver tray. 
But signs of other changes were all around.

‘Extraordinary decorators’
A portrait of George Washington hung over the 

fireplace as it did four years ago — replacing Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt who had occupied the spot under 
Biden — along with one of the third US president, 
Thomas Jefferson. A bust of British wartime leader 
Winston Churchill had also reportedly returned to its 
spot in the Oval, as it was in the first term.

The aim, as ever with the presidency, is to portray 
an image of might and dignity, and Trump seemed to 
think his staff had done just right. “I just got here. My 
people came in, they have extraordinary decorators,” 
said Trump, who has spent much of the last four years 
at his luxury Mar-a-Lago resort in Florida and arrived 
in a freezing Washington on Saturday. Pointing to the 
pictures of his predecessors, the 47th president said, 

“I can live with George Washington, I can live with 
Thomas Jefferson — they took a very safe route.”

However, Trump did have one surprise, under-
scoring just how quickly holders of the world’s most 
powerful job pass the torch. Asked if Biden had left 
him a traditional handover letter, Trump replied that 
he didn’t know and checked inside the drawer of 
the historic Resolute Desk. “Ooh!” Trump said, ex-
tracting a white envelope with the numbers “47” in 
Biden’s handwriting. “It could have been years be-
fore we got it.”

‘Welcome home’
Despite Biden’s gesture, Trump could not help 

lambasting his political rival as he kept talking. 
“Does Biden ever do news conferences like this?” 
said the Republican, no doubt knowing full well that 
Biden was often shielded by White House staff and 
would only take a handful of questions. For Biden 
and his staff, the day was a harsh reminder of the 

transitory nature of power.
Before he had even left, photos on the walls of the 

West Wing had been removed and moving trucks 
were in the driveway. Officials from the Biden and 
Trump teams had awkward interactions on campus, 
like it was the first day of school. Social media ac-
counts, websites and even email fonts all changed 
along with the new administration.

Trump’s return was above all a bitter pill to swal-
low for the man who had branded him a threat to 
democracy, and was forced to bow out of their 
2024 rematch after a humiliating debate perfor-
mance against his rival sparked concerns about his 
age. Biden spent his last hours showing just what 
he thought of Trump, issuing pardons to aides and 
family members he feared would be prosecuted by 
the Republican. But as Trump and his wife Melania 
arrived for a pre-inauguration cup of tea with Biden 
and his wife Jill, the 82-year-old did his best to hide 
his feelings. “Welcome home,” he said. — AFP

WASHINGTON: (Left) US President Donald Trump reviews the troops during his inauguration ceremony in Emancipation Hall of the US Capitol on Jan 20, 2025. (Right) Trump holds former president Joe Biden’s letter in the Oval 
Office of the White House on Jan 20, 2025. — AFP photos

From the border
to ‘woke’, Trump
signs raft of orders
WASHINGTON: On the first day of his 
new term, President Donald Trump signed 
orders ranging from climate to immigra-
tion, along with sweeping pardons for 
nearly all of those charged with storm-
ing the capital on Jan 6, 2021. Some of 
his orders delivered on promises he made 
during the 2024 campaign. Others, like a 
withdrawal from the World Health Orga-
nization (WHO), had not been expected. 
Here is a summary of the orders Trump 
signed at a Washington arena packed with 
supporters, and later at the White House, 
after he was sworn in as president.

Immigration 
Trump signed various orders aimed at 

reshaping how the United States manages 
immigration and citizenship. One declared 
a national emergency at the southern bor-
der. Trump also promised a mass deporta-
tion operation involving the military, which 
he says will target those he called “criminal 
aliens”. In the Oval Office, Trump signed an 
order revoking birthright citizenship. But 

automatic US citizenship to people born in 
the country is enshrined in the constitution, 
and Trump’s action is certain to face a legal 
challenge.

January 6 rioters
Trump signed pardons for more than 

1,500 people charged in the Jan 6, 2021 at-
tack on the Capitol by his supporters try-
ing to overturn the 2020 election. He again 
referred to those who were convicted or 
pleaded guilty over the riots as “hostages”.

Diversity, Equity, Inclusion
Trump repealed various executive or-

ders promoting diversity programs and 

LGBTQ equality, in line with his promised 
attack on “woke” culture. He overturned 
decrees promoting diversity and equality in 
the government, businesses and healthcare, 
as well as the rights of LGBTQ Americans. 
Trump said that moving forward the US 
government will only recognize “two gen-
ders, male and female”.

Paris climate accord
The president immediately withdrew the 

United States from the Paris climate accord, 
repeating an action he took during his first 
term. The order extends Trump’s defiant re-
jection of global efforts to combat planetary 
warming as catastrophic weather events in-
tensify worldwide. It would take a year to 
leave the agreement after submitting a for-
mal notice to the United Nations framework 
that underpins global climate negotiations.

Oil drilling
Trump signed an order declaring a “na-

tional energy emergency” aimed at signifi-
cantly expanding drilling in the world’s top 
oil and gas producer. “We will drill, baby, 
drill,” Trump said in his inaugural address.

Work from home
Another order requires federal workers 

to return to the office full-time, with Trump 
seeking to undo most of the work-from-
home allowances that flourished during the 

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump 
signs executive orders in the Oval Office of 
the White House on Jan 20, 2025. — AFP

‘Please let us in’:
Crackdown leaves
migrants in tears

TIJUANA: An asylum seeker reacts while wait-
ing for news on her CBP One appointments 
with US authorities before crossing through El 
Chaparral port on Jan 20, 2025. — AFP

COVID-19 pandemic.

Leaving WHO
Trump signed an order for the Unit-

ed States to exit the World Health Or-
ganization, insisting Washington was 
unfairly paying more than China into 
the UN body.

TikTok
The president ordered a 75-day 

pause on enforcing a law that would 
effectively ban TikTok. His action de-
layed implementation of an act that 
came into effect this week, prohibiting 
the distribution and updating of TikTok 
in the United States. Trump has said the 
app’s Chinese parent company must 

agree to sell a 50 percent share to the 
United States.

West Bank settlers
Trump revoked sanctions against vio-

lent Zionist settlers in the occupied West 
Bank accused of abuses against Palestin-
ians, undoing an unprecedented action 
taken by Joe Biden’s administration.

Cuba
Undoing another one of Biden’s 

more recent moves, Trump reversed 
the removal of Cuba from a blacklist 
of state sponsors of terrorism. Biden 
had removed Cuba from the list only 
days earlier as part of a deal to free 
prisoners. — AFP
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Colombia declares ‘war’ as 
guerrilla violence kills 100

TIBU: Colombia vowed “war” against left-wing 
guerrillas Monday, declaring a state of emergency 
and deploying thousands of soldiers to contain vio-
lence that killed at least 100 people and threatens to 
scupper the country’s fragile peace process.

In just five days, bloodshed has been reported 
across three Colombian departments—from the re-
mote Amazon jungle in the south to the mountainous 
northeastern border with Venezuela, where fighting 
has displaced almost 20,000 people.

Analysts say the spasm of violence was caused by 
a turf war between rival militias, who see the falter-
ing peace process as a threat to their unity and their 
profits from the ultra-lucrative cocaine trade.

President Gustavo Petro, who until now had 
staked his political fortunes on a strategy of de-es-
calation and dialogue, signaled the crisis would 
cause a shift in policy.

On Monday, he issued a defiant warning to lead-
ers of the National Liberation Army, or ELN, which 
is said to have been behind border region attacks on 
rival leftist groups, killing 80 people. “The ELN has 
chosen the path of war, and war they shall have,” said 
Petro, before declaring a localized state of “internal 
unrest” and “economic emergency.”

The declarations give local authorities the ability 
to restrict movement of people, among other mea-
sures. Some 5,000 troops are already deploying to 
the border area, hoping to contain some of the worst 
violence Colombia has seen in years.

AFP reporters in the town of Tibu witnessed rows 
of heavily armed soldiers amassing in barracks and 
receiving orders from superior officers.

They have yet to engage guerrilla fighters direct-
ly or deploy to the most critical zones, where senior 
officers say violence is still raging.

 Deepening crisis 
Colombia has enjoyed almost a decade of relative 

peace, but pockets of the country are still controlled 
by assorted left-wing guerrillas, right-wing paramil-
itaries and drug cartels.

Over the weekend, terrified residents carried 
backpacks and belongings on overladen motorcy-
cles and boats, or crammed onto the backs of open 
trucks to flee the border region.

Colombian military General Erik Rodriguez said 
more than 19,800 people have now amassed at 
shelters in Tibu and other towns. Others crossed 
the border to Venezuela—for some a return to a 
country from where they had fled economic and 
political upheaval.

“As a Colombian, it is painful for me to leave my 
country,” Geovanny Valero, a 45-year-old farmer 
who fled to Venezuela, told AFP, saying he hopes the 
situation will be “sorted out” so he can return.

Multiple fronts 
On Monday, Colombia’s defense ministry also 

reported that 20 people had been killed in fighting 
between rival left-wing groups in the jungle-clad 
Amazon department of Guaviare.

The clashes involved rival FARC splinter 
groups—left-wing guerrillas who, unlike the rump 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia, have 
not signed peace accords.

The clashes are a serious challenge for Petro 
who has backed a policy of “total peace” since he 
was elected in 2022.

In the face of fierce opposition, he launched ne-
gotiations with the various hardline armed groups 
that still control parts of Colombia.

Critics allege that his conciliatory approach has 

CUCUTA: Displaced people from recent clashes between rival left-wing guerrillas, arrive at General Santander 
Stadium in Cucuta, Norte de Santander province, Colombia on January 20, 2025. Colombian President Gustavo 
Petro declared a “state of emergency” in response to bloody guerrilla violence that has killed more than 100 
people and displaced 11,000 in just a few days. — AFP

Fighting has displaced almost 20,000 people

emboldened groups who are deeply involved in or-
ganized crime, and allowed them space to grow in 
power and influence.

A 2016 peace deal with FARC was hailed as a turn-
ing point in the six-decade-long conflict between Co-

lombian security forces, guerrillas, right-wing para-
militaries and drug gangs, which has left nearly half 
a million people dead. But dissident factions continue 
to control territory in several parts of Colombia, the 
world’s biggest cocaine producer. — AFP

Oil remains key
energy resource...
Continued from Page 1

He affirmed KPC aims to raise output to 3.65 million bpd 
by 2035, further strengthening Kuwait’s energy production 
capacity. Sheikh Nawaf noted that, despite the presence of 
numerous refineries worldwide, Kuwait’s crude oil is par-
ticularly favored by several nations, including those in Asia, 
due to its low emissions and sulfur content. 

Sheikh Nawaf also said engineering studies were 
conducted for the production of natural gas from the 
Durra gas field. Iran claims a part of the gas-rich field, 
although it is far from the Islamic Republic. Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia equally share the Durra field and Sheikh 
Nawaf said the studies were conducted in cooperation 

UK PM vows to fight 
new ‘terrorism’ threat 
after girls’ murders
LONDON: British Prime Minister Keir Starmer on 
Tuesday pledged to fight the changing face of “ter-
rorism” after a teenager admitted the murder of three 
young girls in a stabbing spree that triggered riots last 
year. Starmer said the “barbaric” killings, which were not 
treated as “terrorism” by the judicial authorities, were “a 
sign Britain now faces a new threat ... acts of extreme vi-
olence perpetrated by loners, misfits, young men in their 
bedrooms” who were accessing material online.

Bebe King, six, Elsie Dot Stancombe, seven, and Al-
ice da Silva Aguiar, nine, were killed in the attack in the 
northwestern seaside town of Southport near Liverpool 
on July 29, 2024. Axel Rudakubana, 18, who was born 
in Wales to Rwandan parents, on Monday admitted 
murder as his trial was due to start, prompting the gov-
ernment to announce a public inquiry into the events 
leading up to the killings.

Starmer said the girls’ deaths should mark a “line 
in the sand” and “a fundamental change in how Brit-
ain protects its citizens and its children”. Admitting 
that questions now needed to be answered, the prime 
minister said failure by the state in the case “frankly 
leaps off the page”.

His televised address came as media reported that 
Rudakubana had been in contact with the police and 
social services over the years. But despite him being 
referred three times to the government’s anti-extrem-
ism scheme, Prevent, over concerns about his obsession 
with violence, nothing was done to stop him.

The scheme aims to “stop people from becoming 
terrorists or supporting terrorism” or help rehabilitate 

LONDON: Britain’s Prime Minister Keir Starmer ges-
tures whilst speaking at a press conference at the 
Downing Street Briefing Room in central London on 
January 21, 2025, following the guilty plea of the 
Southport attacker Axel Rudakubana. — AFP

those already involved in terror, according to the interi-
or ministry. The decision that Rudakubana did not meet 
the threshold for intervention by Prevent was “clear-
ly wrong” and had failed the families of the victims, 
Starmer said.

In the past the “predominant threat was from highly 
organised groups with clear political intent, groups like 
Al-Qaeda”, Starmer said, adding that had now changed. 
It now included not just those inspired by traditional 
“terrorist” groups but also individuals “fixated on... 
extreme violence, seemingly for its own sake”, he said, 
pledging new laws if necessary.

“If the law needs to change, to recognise this new 
and dangerous threat, then we will change it and quick-
ly, and we will also review our entire counter extremist 
system to make sure we have what we need to defeat 
it,” he said. The public inquiry will look at the contact 
multiple agencies had with Rudakubana. — AFP

Fears of fighters loyal 
to IS linger near DR 
Congo-Uganda border
BENI: A mosque and military headquarters once teem-
ing with fighters loyal to the Islamic State group lay emp-
ty in a desiccated field near the Democratic Republic of 
Congo’s border with Uganda. The two abandoned build-
ings are a distant reminder of the presence of the ADF, 
an armed militia with Ugandan origins that for years has 
plagued the DRC’s east with its bloody attacks.

Over the last year the surrounding area in North 
Kivu province has become safer in the wake of a joint 
military offensive, dubbed operation “Shujaa”, launched 
by Kinshasa and Kampala in late 2021. Herds of cat-
tle and lorries can now travel peacefully along the key 
commercial axis to Uganda, guarded by trucks from 
both countries’ armies.

But that peace has not come without a cost—and the 
fear of the fighters’ return lingers. Shujaa has pushed the 
ADF, or Allied Democratic Forces, into remote and inac-
cessible areas across North Kivu and neighbouring Ituri. 
There, far from Ugandan and Congolese capitals, civilians 
have been left at the mercy of the ADF’s violent methods. 

Near the Ugandan border, Bulongo’s mayor Jean-
Paul Katembo spoke of “the ordeal” that the town went 
through, with at least 28 ADF attacks between 2021 and 
2024. With the increased security, a sense of business 
of usual has returned to Bulongo.

And the local economy, largely dependent on agri-
cultural exports to Uganda, has likewise bounced back. 
“This lull must continue so that the population is com-
fortable,” Ricardo Rupandi, civil society president in 
the neighbouring town of Mutwanga told AFP.

Rupandi said that people now return to the fields to 
work, but “still don’t have the courage to sleep there” like 
they used do. The region has previously seen ebbs in the 
clashes. But these have always been followed by renewed 
violence, with civilians mostly bearing the brunt.

Several hundred people were killed in the North Kivu 
and Ituri provinces in 2024. Meanwhile the Ugandan sol-
diers taking part in operation Shujaa, said to number be-
tween 2,000 and 4,000, do not have the means to maintain 
a presence everywhere they have recaptured. Since their 
arrival in the DRC’s restive northeast in the mid-1990s, the 
ADF’s fighters have killed thousands of civilians. In 2019 
the ADF pledged allegiance to IS, which trumpets them as 
its Islamic State Central Africa Province.

Because of operation Shujaa, local army spokesman 
Colonel Mak Hazukay warned the ADF are “always on 
the move” and “don’t spend more than two or three 
days in one place”. That itinerant existence has made 
them hard to pin down and root out.

Meanwhile in Beni, thousands of people displaced 
by the violence are still crowded into camps or living 
with host families. “Here everyone is psychologically 
disturbed,” said Clara Kahindo Horove,  who fled her 
village two years ago.

The men plan to return to the village soon but “we 
(the community) are afraid of dying on the way”, the 
woman in her 60s said. “When the institutions (and) 
schools re-open, (and) the houses are rebuilt, we can 
speak of a definitive restoration of peace,” Beni civil 
society member Richard Kirumba told AFP.

But distrust between the DRC and Uganda lin-
gers despite their joining forces against the ADF 
and the good understanding their soldiers have dis-
played on the ground. For Kampala, Shujaa is pri-
marily aimed at securing the export of mining and 
agricultural resources from the DRC’s mineral-rich 
east, according to a report by the Congo Studies 
Group based at New York University. — AFP

with Riyadh. He however did not say when drilling will 
start to produce the gas. The field is estimated to con-
tain roughly 10 trillion cubic feet of gas and around 300 
million barrels of crude oil. Iran has repeatedly rejected 
plans by Saudi Arabia and Kuwait to start drilling in the 
field, saying that the dispute must be resolved first.

Meanwhile, a top official at the ministry of electricity 
and water and renewable energy said on Tuesday that 
Kuwait is negotiating with members of the Gulf Coop-
eration Council (GCC) power grid to purchase 1,000 
megawatts (one gigawatt) of electricity in the summer 
to account for production shortages in Kuwait.

Power consumption has been rising steadily in 
summer months in Kuwait, where temperatures rise 
above 50 degrees Celsius. Plans to produce electric-
ity locally have been slower than rising demand. Last 
year, Kuwait resorted to programmed cuts in elec-
tricity supplies to industrial and residential areas de-
spite securing 500 MW pf power from the GCC grid.

Turkey ski resort
inferno kills 66...
Continued from Page 1

hotel immediately, like in half an hour,” said Mevlut 
Ozer, who witnessed the incident.

A very shaken hotel employee, who did not give his 
name, said he saw guests at their windows screaming 
for help. “I saw a father with his baby in his arms asking 
for pillows so he could throw down his son. Luckily he 
waited for the emergency services who saved them,” he 
told IHA. “But on the top floor, two women threw them-
selves out of the window and died,” he said, explaining 
that students were staying on the top floor.

Tragedy struck at peak season for the ski hotel, 
which stands at 2,000 m above sea level and was al-
most full for the two-week winter break which began 
on Friday. “Sixty-six people died and 51 others were 
wounded,” Interior Minister Ali Yerlikaya told reporters 
in Kartalkaya, around 170 km northwest of the capital 
Ankara. He said 238 guests were staying there.

One survivor called Eylem Senturk said she and her 
daughter managed to get out despite the thick black 
smoke on their landing but her husband was trapped. 
“Although he was right behind us, he couldn’t get down-
stairs due to the smoke so he jumped from the window 
to the porch below,” she told Anadolu news agency, 
saying he’d then jumped to safety onto a car roof.

Baris Salgur, who works at a nearby hotel, said those 
trapped inside were screaming for help. “They wanted 
blankets so they could jump so we brought pillows and 
a sofa. Some people jumped as the flames approached,” 
he told private NTV television. At least three peo-
ple who tried to climb out of the windows fell to their 
deaths, NTV said. The fire is thought to have started 
in the restaurant and quickly spread through the hotel 
which was covered with wooden cladding. The cause 
was not immediately clear.

“Our pain is great,” Erdogan said, declaring a 
national day of mourning on Wednesday, and pledg-
ing a thorough investigation with those responsible 
being “held to account”. Police arrested four peo-
ple, including the hotel’s owner and six prosecutors 
were allocated to the case, Justice Minister Yilmaz 
Tunc said on X. — Agencies

Trump fires foes
after executive...
Continued from Page 1

Trump was due to meet with leaders of the narrow Re-
publican majority in Congress at the White House as he 
tries to get his agenda, including tax cuts, approved at rap-
id pace. In a post shortly after midnight on his Truth Social 
app, Trump said four people had already been “FIRED!” 
from advisory roles and made clear they were the tip of 
the iceberg as he seeks to quickly tighten his grip on the 
government bureaucracy. “My Presidential Personnel Of-
fice is actively in the process of identifying and removing 
over a thousand Presidential Appointees from the previ-
ous Administration, who are not aligned with our vision to 
Make America Great Again,” he posted.

One of those fired was retired general Mark Milley 
from an infrastructure advisory body. Milley was chair-
man of the joint chiefs of staff during Trump’s first pres-
idency but became one of the Republican’s most prom-
inent critics after he tried to overturn the 2020 election. 
The acting head of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity separately announced the firing of Coast Guard 
chief Linda Fagan, who was appointed under Democrat 

Joe Biden and was the first woman to head one of the six 
branches of the US military.

Trump was inaugurated Monday in the Capitol’s or-
nate Rotunda, with ceremonies forced indoors due to 
bad weather for the first time in decades. Only a select 
group was able to attend in person, rather than the usu-
al massive crowd on the Mall for inaugurations. In an 
unprecedented display of influence from America’s su-
per-rich, major tycoons including Elon Musk and Ama-
zon’s Jeff Bezos were among those with the best seats.

After taking the oath, 78-year-old Trump — the 
oldest person ever to be sworn in as US president 
— signed a blizzard of executive actions intended to 
transform the country. These included pulling the Unit-
ed States from the Paris climate accord and the World 
Health Organization, while pardoning hundreds of sup-
porters convicted of crimes while attacking the Capitol 
four years ago in the attempt to overturn the election.

Trump attended a prayer service at Washington’s 
National Cathedral on Tuesday, where just last month 
he had joined outgoing president Biden and the other 
living ex-presidents for the funeral of late president 
Jimmy Carter. Newly installed White House Press Sec-
retary Karoline Leavitt said Trump would also make a 
“big infrastructure announcement” later, although she 
did not say what this would be. — AFP

Zionists kill 9 in
Jenin after Trump...
Continued from Page 1

Jenin refugee camp killed at least three Palestinians 
and wounded scores more. Since the Oct 2023 start of 
the war in Gaza, hundreds of Palestinians have been 
killed in the West Bank and thousands of Palestinians 
have been detained in regular Zionist raids. Jenin gov-
ernor Kamal Abu al-Rub told AFP the operation was 
“an invasion of the (refugee) camp”. “It came quickly, 
Apache helicopters in the sky and (Zionist) military ve-
hicles everywhere,” he added.

Hardline pro-settler Finance Minister Bezalel Smo-
trich, who has responsibility for large parts of Zionist 
policy in the West Bank, said the operation was the 
start of a “strong and ongoing campaign” against mili-

tant groups “for the protection of settlements and set-
tlers”. Smotrich earlier welcomed Trump’s decision to 
lift sanctions on settlers accused of violence against 
Palestinians and said he looked forward to cooperating 
with the new administration in expanding settlements.

Around 700,000 Zionist settlers live among 2.7 mil-
lion Palestinians in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, 
land the Zionist entity captured in 1967. Most countries 
consider Zionist settlements on territory seized in war 
to be illegal. The internationally recognized Palestinian 
Authority has limited self-rule over some territory in the 
West Bank under Zionist military occupation.

In the days leading up to the Zionist military opera-
tion, Palestinians throughout the West Bank said multi-
ple roadblocks had been set up throughout the territory, 
where violence has resurged since the start of the war in 
Gaza. Late on Monday, bands of Zionist settlers attacked 
Palestinians, smashing cars and burning property, near 
the village of Al-Funduq, an area where three Zionists 
were killed in a shooting earlier this month. — Agencies
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Afghanistan Taleban government 
announces prisoner swap with US

Taleban said it hoped for a ‘new chapter’ in ties with United States
KABUL: The Taleban government said Tuesday it had 
released two American citizens from prison in return for 
an Afghan fighter held in the United States, in a deal bro-
kered by Qatar. Discussions about the prisoner exchange 
were confirmed last year, but the swap was announced 
after outgoing US president Joe Biden handed over to 
Donald Trump, who was inaugurated on Monday.

“An Afghan fighter Khan Mohammed imprisoned in 
America has been released in exchange for American 
citizens and returned to the country,” the Afghan foreign 
ministry said in a statement. The ministry said Moham-
med had been serving a life sentence in California after 
being arrested “almost two decades ago” in the eastern 
Afghan province of Nangarhar.

Mohammed, who was convicted of narco-terrorism 
by a US court, returned to the province on Tuesday, 
where he was greeted by a crowd and presented with 
garlands of flowers. He told journalists he was grateful 
to the Taleban authorities for his release and he was 
“very happy” to be reunited with his family.

“A lot of innocent people are imprisoned, my re-
quest is that all of them can be released and be able 
to return to their homes,” he said. His son, Rafiullah 
Mohammed, said his father was innocent and that the 
family demanded compensation.

Taleban government spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid 
told AFP two US nationals had been released, declining 
to provide any further details on the exchange. 

‘Overwhelming gratitude’ 
The family of US citizen Ryan Corbett, who was de-

tained by the Taleban in 2022, confirmed he was released 
and thanked both the Biden and Trump administrations, 
as well as Qatar. “Today, our hearts are filled with over-
whelming gratitude and praise to God for sustaining 

Ryan’s life and bringing him back home after what has 
been the most challenging and uncertain 894 days of our 
lives,” the family said on their website.

They called for two other Americans still held in Af-
ghanistan to be released. US media named William McK-
enty as the second released American detainee, noting 
little was known about what he was doing in Afghanistan 
and that his family had asked the US government for pri-
vacy in his case.

The New York Times said two other Americans re-
main in detention in Afghanistan, former airline mechanic 
George Glezmann and naturalized American Mahmood 
Habibi. In August 2024, the US Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation said it was seeking information about the disap-
pearance of Afghan-American businessman Habibi two 
years previously.

‘New chapter’ 
After Trump’s election win in November, the Taleban 

government had said it hoped for a “new chapter” in ties 
with the United States. Biden came under heavy criticism 
for the chaotic withdrawal of US forces from Afghanistan 
in 2021, more than a year after Trump presided over a 
deal with the Taleban insurgents to end US and NATO 
involvement in the two-decade war.

Taleban authorities have repeatedly said they want 
positive relations with every country since sweeping 
back to power in 2021. No state has officially recog-
nized their government, with restrictions on women’s 
rights a key sticking point for many countries, includ-
ing the United States.

The Taleban government on Tuesday called the ex-
change “a good example of resolving issues through di-
alogue, expressing special gratitude for the effective role 
of the brotherly country of Qatar in this regard”.

“The Islamic Emirate views positively those actions 
of the United States that contribute to the normaliza-
tion and expansion of relations between the two coun-
tries,” it added, using the Taleban authorities’ name for 
their government.

A 2008 US Department of Justice statement named 
Mohammed—in his 30s at the time — as a member 
of “an Afghan Taleban cell” and said he was arrested 

in October 2006 and sentenced in December 2008 to 
“two terms of life in prison on drug and narco-terror-
ism charges”.

It was the first narco-terrorism conviction in a US 
federal court, the statement said. Dozens of foreigners 
have been detained by the Taleban authorities since the 
group’s return to power. It is unclear how many Afghan 
citizens are in US custody. — AFP

KABUL: The Taleban welcome Afghan fighter Khan Mohammad (C) who was imprisoned in America, as he ar-
rived in Jalalabad on January 21, 2025, after he was released in exchange for American citizens. — AFP

Xi, Putin discuss 
ties with Trump, 
Ukraine and Taiwan
MOSCOW/BEIJING: Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping discussed on 
Tuesday how to build ties with Donald Trump, pros-
pects for a peace deal to end the war in Ukraine and 
Moscow’s firm support for Beijing’s position on Taiwan. 
Xi and Putin, who spoke for an hour and 35 minutes by 
video call after Trump was sworn in as US president, 
proposed a further deepening of the strategic partner-
ship between their countries which worries the West.

China and Russia declared a “no limits” partnership 
in February 2022 when Putin visited Beijing, days be-
fore he sent tens of thousands of troops into Ukraine. 
Putin has in recent months described China as an 
“ally”. Putin, 72, speaking from his Novo-Ogarevo 
residency outside Moscow and Xi, 71, speaking from 
the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, called each oth-
er “dear friends”, and Xi told Putin about a call with 
Trump on Friday on TikTok, trade and Taiwan.

Xi and Putin “have indicated a willingness to 
build relations with the United States on a mutual-
ly beneficial, mutually respectful basis, if the Trump 
team really shows interest in this,” Kremlin foreign 
policy aide Yuri Ushakov told reporters in Moscow. 
“It was also noted from our side that we are ready 
for dialogue with the new US administration on the 
Ukrainian conflict.”

Ushakov said Putin wanted long-term peace in 
Ukraine, not a short-term ceasefire, but any deal 
must take into account Russia’s interests. No specific 
proposals for a call with Trump have been received, 
he said. Trump has said he will be tough on China 
and speak to Putin about ending the war in Ukraine. 
In remarks to reporters after his inauguration, Trump 
said Putin should make a deal to end the war because 
the conflict was destroying Russia.

Russia and China have increasingly found com-
mon geopolitical cause. Xi has called for talks to end 
the war in Ukraine and has accused the US of stok-
ing the war with weapons supplies to Kyiv, which 
also says it is ready to seek a negotiated solution 
that respects its interests.  

World view 
Trump told The Wall Street Journal in October 

that Xi was “a good poker player” and that he got 
along “great” with Putin, but that during his first term 
he had warned Putin that the US could strike Mos-
cow if Russia went further in Ukraine.

Putin and Xi share a broad world view, which por-
trays the West as decadent and in decline as China 
challenges US supremacy in many areas. “We jointly 
advocate building a more just multi-polar world or-
der, and we are working in the interests of ensuring 
indivisible security in the Eurasian space and in the 
world as a whole,” Putin said.  Ushakov said the Pu-
tin-Xi video call had been planned before Trump’s 
inauguration.  The US casts China as its biggest com-
petitor and Russia as its biggest nation-state threat. 
Former US President Joe Biden said the world’s de-
mocracies face a challenge from “autocracies” such 
as China and Russia.

China is the largest consumer of Russian energy, 
and the biggest single oil export market for Russia, 
Putin said, adding that they would push ahead with 
cooperation on cooperating on fast neutron reactors 
and reprocessing nuclear fuel.

On Taiwan, Ushakov said Russia had “confirmed 
its unwavering position of support for the one-China 
principle.” Xi said in a New Year’s speech that no 
one could stop China’s “reunification” with Taiwan, 
a clear warning to what Beijing regards as pro-inde-
pendence forces within and outside of the island of 
23 million people. China regards democratically gov-
erned Taiwan as its own territory. Taiwan’s govern-
ment rejects Beijing’s claims and says only its people 
can decide their future and Beijing ought to respect 
the choice of the Taiwanese people.  — Reuters

MOSCOW: In this pool photograph distributed by the 
Russian state agency Sputnik, Russia’s President 
Vladimir Putin holds a videocall with Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping at the Novo-Ogaryovo state residence 
outside Moscow on January 21, 2025. — AFP

S Korea’s suspended 
president attends 
impeachment hearing
SEOUL: South Korea’s impeached President Yoon Suk 
Yeol appeared at the Constitutional Court for the first 
time Tuesday, and vowed to cooperate with the judges 
who will decide whether to remove him from office.

The country was plunged into political chaos by 
Yoon’s December 3 martial law declaration, which 
lasted just six hours before lawmakers voted it down. 
They later impeached him, stripping him of his du-
ties. He also became the first sitting South Korean 
president to be arrested in a criminal probe on in-
surrection grounds.

Thousands of protesters — both for and against 
Yoon — flocked to the Constitutional Court, which 
is holding hearings to decide whether to uphold his 
impeachment. “I will respond to any questions or 
provide further remarks if necessary,” Yoon told the 
judge. Yoon was asked whether he had instructed top 
military commanders to “drag out” lawmakers from 
parliament to prevent them voting down his martial 
law decree. “No,” he told the judge. Court spokes-
person Cheon Jae-hyun told reporters that Yoon’s le-
gal team have requested to call “at least 24 individu-
als” as witnesses, including election-related officials.

Yoon, who remains head of state, is being held 
in a detention centre pending a criminal probe on 
charges of insurrection. Yoon and his legal team have 
sought to justify his attempt to suspend civilian rule 
as a necessary measure due to election fraud, after 
the opposition won parliamentary elections by a 
landslide last year.

According to pool reporters, he appeared in court 
wearing a suit — not his standard-issue prison uni-
form, which he has been required to wear since he was 
formally arrested Sunday. Yoon’s legal team said he 
wanted to “personally appear to explain the circum-
stances surrounding the declaration of martial law”.

Shortly after the hearing, the Corruption Inves-
tigation Office probing the martial law declaration 
said it had sent six investigators and a prosecutor to 
the detention centre to question Yoon, who has been 
refusing to submit to their questioning. However the 
van escorting Yoon was seen travelling to a hospital 
in Seoul, instead of the detention centre. The justice 
ministry said Yoon went for “a medical treatment”, 
based on results of a medical exam the previous day.

‘Entirely incomprehensible’ 
If the court rules against Yoon, he will lose the 

presidency and elections will be called within 60 
days. The lawyers prosecuting the case, who were 

selected by the parliament, slammed the comments 
made by Yoon and his lawyers as “largely contra-
dictory, irrational, and unclear, making them entirely 
incomprehensible”.

“If they continue to evade responsibility as they 
did today, it will only work against them in the im-
peachment trial and cause even greater disappoint-
ment among the public,” they added. Yoon stayed 
away from the first two hearings last week, but the 
trial — which could last months — will continue 
even if he is absent.

‘Riling public opinion’ 
Yoon made his first court appearance on Satur-

day at a hearing on whether to extend his detention. 
When it was extended, hundreds of pro-Yoon pro-
testers attacked the court building and scuffled with 
police officers. Dozens were arrested.

The impeached president’s decision to start 
showing up at the Constitutional Court hearing 
is more about inflaming his die-hard supporters 
than helping the judicial process along, legal ex-
pert Kim Nam-ju said.

“Whether it’s the legal representative speaking or 
Yoon himself speaking it’s nearly the same, it’s more 
about riling public opinion,” Kim told AFP. But what-
ever Yoon’s motives, “from the perspective of the 
Constitutional Court judges, hearing directly from 
the defendant is far more significant”, he said.

Yoon’s presence will allow “the judges to confirm 
the facts firsthand”. Kim added that Yoon’s refusal to 
engage with the criminal investigation into his mar-
tial law will not work in his favour overall, even if 
he continues showing up at the Constitutional Court. 
“Refusing to comply with the warrant execution and 
declining to testify will gradually be considered as 
factors unfavourable to his case in the impeachment 
trial,” said Kim. — AFP

SEOUL: South Korea’s impeached President Yoon Suk 
Yeol (R) attends his impeachment trial at the Consti-
tutional Court in Seoul on January 21, 2025. — AFP

Displaced Syrians 
return to homes 
devastated by war
HAMMURIYEH: When Syrian grandfather 
Omar Kafozi returned to his house near Da-
mascus after Bashar Al-Assad’s ouster, he saw 
unfathomable destruction. Now, cushions and 
plants brighten the wreckage that he is deter-
mined to call home again.

“As soon as we found out that... the regime was 
gone and that people were coming back... we sort-
ed our things” and packed the car, said Kafozi, 74, 
standing in the wreckage of his home in a former 
rebel bastion near the capital. “I had to come home 
and stay by any means,” he told AFP. “We came back 
in the hope that our home would be different to this.” 
Plastic sheeting covers windows in what remains of 
the home where he and his family are living with no 
electricity, running water or even a proper bathroom, 
in the town of Hammuriyeh.

Syria’s war began in 2011 when Assad unleashed 
a crackdown on democracy protests, prompting 
soldiers to defect from the army and civilians to 
take up weapons. When Eastern Ghouta, where 
Hammuriyeh is located, fell out of Assad’s control, 
the government imposed a siege and launched a fe-
rocious air and ground assault. Assad’s forces were 
accused of conducting chemical attacks on rebel 
areas of Eastern Ghouta.

In 2018, tens of thousands of fighters and civilians 
were bussed to opposition-held northwest Syria un-
der evacuation deals brokered by Assad backer Rus-
sia. Among those who left the area at the time were 
Kafozi and his family. His granddaughter Baraa, now 
eight and carrying a bright pink school bag, “was an 
infant in our arms” when they left, he said.

Fast-forward to December 2024, Assad was 
ousted in an offensive spearheaded by Islamist 
fighters, allowing displaced Syrians to return to 
their homes. Kafozi said that when Baraa first saw 
the damage, “she just stared and said, ‘what’s this 
destroyed house of ours? Why did we come? Let’s 
go back.’” “I told her, this is our home, we have to 
come back to it,” he said. 

Until their return to Hammuriyeh, his family 
sought refuge in the northwest and survived a 2023 
earthquake that hit Syria and neighbouring Turkey. 
Despite the damage to his home, Kafozi said: “I don’t 
regret coming back.”

Outside, children played in the dusty street, while 
a truck delivered gas bottles and people passed on 
bicycles. Next door, Kafozi’s nephew Ahmed, 40, 
has also returned with his wife and four children, but 
they are staying with relatives because of the dam-
age to their home. 

From the shell of a bedroom, the day worker 
looked out at a bleak landscape of buildings crum-
pled and torn by bombing. “Our hope is that there 
will be reconstruction in the country,” he said. “I 
don’t think an individual effort can bear this, it’s too 
big, the damage in the country is great.” — AFP

HAMMURIYEH: Omar Kafozi, 74, and his grandchil-
dren stand at their house in Hammuriyeh in the 
former rebel-held Eastern Ghouta region, on the 
outskirts of Damascus, as Syrians displaced by the 
war living in opposition-held northwest Syria, return 
to their houses following the ousting of president 
Bashar Al-Assad. — AFP

Indian forces 
shoot dead 14 
Maoist rebels
RAIPUR: Indian security forces shot 
dead at least 14 Maoist rebels, includ-
ing a top commander, on Tuesday in 
what the interior minister said was one 
of the heaviest bouts of recent fighting.

The interior ministry said the com-
mander killed was a leader known 

as Jairam or Chalpati, who had a 
$115,000 bounty on his head. New 
Delhi has stepped up efforts to end 
the decades-long conflict. Tuesday’s 
clashes follow the killing of 12 Maoists 
on January 16, also in the guerrillas’ 
heartlands in the forests of India’s Ch-
hattisgarh state.

More than 10,000 people have been 
killed in the decades-long insurgency 
waged by the rebels, who say they are 
fighting for the rights of marginalized 
people in India’s resource-rich central 
regions. Around 287 rebels were killed 
in 2024, according to official figures.

The rebels, also known as Naxalites 
after the district where their armed 
campaign began in 1967, were inspired 
by the Chinese revolutionary leader 
Mao Zedong. “Another mighty blow 
to Naxalism,” Interior Minister Amit 
Shah said in a statement, confirming 
that 14 rebels had been “neutralized”.

Shah, who has set a deadline of 
March 2026 to defeat the rebels, said 
that “Naxalism is breathing its last”. 
Police said reinforcements had been 
sent to the area. “Forces are still inside 
the forest,” said Vivekananda Sinha, 
head of Chhattisgarh’s anti-Maoist 

operation. The Maoists demand land, 
jobs and a share of the region’s im-
mense natural resources for local resi-
dents. They made inroads in a number 
of remote communities across India’s 
east and south, and the movement 
gained in strength and numbers until 
the early 2000s.

New Delhi then deployed tens of 
thousands of troops in a stretch of ter-
ritory known as the “Red Corridor”. 
The conflict has also seen a number of 
deadly attacks on government forces. 
A roadside bomb killed at least nine 
Indian troops this month. — AFP



KUWAIT: In line with its strong commitment to 
promoting sustainability and driving sustainable de-
velopment on both environmental and societal levels, 
Gulf Bank has announced the completion of its sus-
tainability governance infrastructure. This milestone 
includes the establishment of frameworks for “Sus-
tainable Finance” and “Environmental, Social, and 
Governance (ESG) Risk Management.” Additionally, 
the bank has implemented an internal policy to doc-
ument its sustainability commitments and introduced 
transparent standards for classifying and evaluating 
sustainability-related initiatives.

Abdulrahman Al-Saddah, Chief Risk Officer at 
Gulf Bank, commented on this achievement, saying: 
“The completion of our sustainability governance in-
frastructure represents a key milestone in reinforcing 
the bank’s commitment to achieving sustainable de-
velopment goals. It highlights our ongoing efforts to 
refine our strategies and fully integrate sustainability 
standards into all future operations and activities.”

Sustainable finance framework
The newly established Sustainable Finance 

Framework aligns with the requirements and guide-
lines of the Central Bank of Kuwait and the Capital 
Markets Authority, which prioritize the integration of 
sustainability principles into financial products, gov-
ernance, and risk management practices. This frame-
work provides clear directives for issuing green loans 
and bonds, along with comprehensive procedures to 
guide issuers, investors, and stakeholders in under-
standing Gulf Bank’s sustainable financing solutions.

Additionally, the framework implements strict cri-
teria for project selection, ensuring that funding is 

allocated to initiatives with meaningful environmen-
tal or social impact. By doing so, it promotes greater 
transparency and accountability in investment deci-
sions, further solidifying Gulf Bank’s role in advanc-
ing both local and global sustainability goals, includ-
ing those outlined in Kuwait Vision 2035.

ESG risk management
Gulf Bank’s ESG Risk Management Framework 

integrates climate-related risks into its internal cap-
ital adequacy evaluations and decision-making pro-
cesses. This approach allows the Bank to assess the 
impact of these risks on its financial resilience and 
long-term stability, embedding sustainability as a 
fundamental aspect of its operations.

Internal policies and code of conduct
Meshal Al-Wazzan, Chief Strategy Officer at Gulf 

Bank, emphasized: “The Bank has developed an in-
ternal policy to document its commitments to envi-
ronmental, social, and governance (ESG) standards. 
This policy provides a clear framework to ensure all 
departments align with the Gulf Bank Sustainability 
Strategy 2024-2030, outlining governance struc-
tures, roles, responsibilities, and the ethical practices 
required to achieve our sustainability objectives.”

Transparent standards for 
classifying initiatives

To enhance its sustainability strategy, Gulf Bank 
has implemented clear criteria for assessing and 
classifying ESG-related initiatives. These criteria 
emphasize the impact and value of each initiative, 
allowing for informed decisions on resource al-
location. This ensures alignment with the Bank’s 
short, medium, and long-term sustainability goals, 
as detailed in its 2024-2030 strategy. The strategy 
outlines clear targets, timelines, and performance 
metrics, aiming to deliver measurable progress over 
the next six years.

Sustainability report
Gulf Bank has recently released its fourth annual 

Sustainability Report for 2023, highlighting the sig-
nificant progress made across multiple sustainabili-
ty areas. The report demonstrates the bank’s strong 
commitment to ESG principles and features impact-
ful initiatives that have improved its services, opera-
tions, and community-driven projects.
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Gulf Bank announces
completing sustainability
governance infrastructure

Abdulrahman Al-Saddah Meshal Al-Wazzan

KIPCO appoints Ghada
Khalaf as CEO of United
Education Company
KUWAIT: KIPCO – Kuwait Projects Company 
(Holding) – is pleased to announce the appointment 
of Ghada Khalaf as the new Chief Executive Officer 
of United Education Company (UEC), a subsidiary of 
KIPCO. Khalaf brings a wealth of experience in both 
the education and corporate sectors. She has held 
senior positions in leading local organizations across 
various industries, where she has been instrumental 
in driving excellence and strategic growth. Her op-
erational expertise and her deep understanding of 
the education sector make her the ideal candidate 
to lead UEC.

On this occasion, Sheikha Dana Naser Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, KIPCO’s Group Chief Execu-
tive Officer and the Chairperson of UEC, said: “We 
would like to thank Mishal Ali for his exceptional 
service to UEC in his role 
as CEO. His leadership 
has played a vital role in 
the company’s achieve-
ments and growth. As 
we look to the future, we 
are confident that Ghada 
Khalaf, with her exten-
sive experience and vi-
sion, will continue to build 
upon UEC’s successes 
and drive innovation and 
excellence in the educa-
tion sector.”

In her new role, Khalaf 
will focus on advancing 
UEC’s mission to provide 
high-quality education, 
fostering innovation and 
enhancing the student ex-
perience across the com-
pany’s network of K-12 
schools and its university. 
She will also spearhead 
UEC’s strategic initiatives 
aimed at enhancing oper-
ational efficiencies.

On her part, Ghada 
Khalaf, UEC’s Chief Exec-
utive Officer, said: “I look 
forward to continuing to work with the talented team 
at UEC to strengthen its position as a leading pro-
vider of quality education in the region. Our focus 
will be on driving strategic growth, innovation and 
excellence to ensure that UEC continues to provide 
transformative educational methods that meet the 
evolving needs of students and educators alike.”

Khalaf joined KIPCO in 2023, serving as Group 
Senior Vice President – Investment, overseeing 
portfolio performance and identifying new invest-
ment opportunities. She has extensive experience 
in various financial and investment sectors. Khalaf 
started her career as a chemical engineer and holds a 
Masters in Chemical Engineering from Imperial Col-
lege London, and an MBA from the Tepper School of 
Business at Carnegie Mellon University in the USA. 

Founded in 2003, UEC is a prominent educational 
group based in Kuwait. It owns, develops, manages, 
and operates K-12 and higher education institutes in 
Kuwait. UEC launched its operations in 2004 with 
the establishment of the American University of 
Kuwait. In 2012, it established the American Unit-
ed School and acquired Al Rayan Holding Company 
with its six schools. Spanning across Kuwait, UEC 
provides quality education to almost 20,000 stu-
dents, offering different curricula to cater to the local 
market’s diverse demographic composition.

Ghada Khalaf

Sheikha Dana Naser 
Al-Sabah

Financial markets crave
details as Trump hits
the ground running
LONDON/SINGAPORE/NEW YORK: Donald 
Trump wasted no time in issuing policy announce-
ments after his inauguration, leaving financial mar-
kets to catch up as he went easier than expected on 
China for now but warned Mexico and Canada could 
face 25 percent tariffs from next month.

China’s currency was relieved as Beijing avoided 
an instant blizzard of executive orders but Mexico’s 
peso and Canada’s dollar weren’t so lucky as some 
off-the-cuff talk about tariffs there from February 
ensured they took a tumble. Trump also floated the 
idea of universal tariffs, but said the US was not 
ready for that yet.

The dollar didn’t seem to know quite which way 
to turn. Having drooped during the inauguration, it 
turned on the tariff talk to hit a five-year high against 
its Canadian counterpart, a rebound that also pushed 
the euro and pound down in Europe. 

Trump also said he wanted to reverse the US 
trade deficit with the European Union, either with 
tariffs or more energy exports. Mexico and Cana-
da are the most exposed though. The United States 
imported around $475 billion worth of goods from 
the former and $418 billion from the latter last year. 
Nigel Green, CEO of the deVere financial advisory 
group, said that was 30 percent of all US imports, 
meaning the consequences of 25 percent tariffs 
“could be seismic”.

Wall Street’s reaction was still to come. It was 
closed on Monday for a public holiday but fu-

tures markets pointed to a modestly positive start 
when traders get their first chance to react later 
on Tuesday.

Asian investors had seen China’s yuan and Hong 
Kong shares push higher overnight. Battery and wind 
energy stocks dropped though due to confirmation 
Trump was reversing green policies and would pull 
the US out of the Paris climate change accord. Trad-
ing was also a reminder of both the rollercoaster that 
markets rode through Trump’s first term and how 
investors feel more sanguine about the risks in his 
second term in the White House.

An aggressive round of tariffs - where they ex-
ceed current assumptions - could drive swathes of 
economies from Canada to Europe into recession. 
The unpredictability of US policies, however, is not 
deterring all investors. “We are active managers so 
for us this is a great environment, we like uncertainty 

and we like volatility as it gives us opportunities,” 
Konstantin Veit, a European portfolio manager at 
bond giant PIMCO, said.

Overhang
Trump had vowed to immediately impose steep 

tariffs of 10 percent to 20 percent on global imports 
into the US and 60 percent on goods from China, 
but a memo he issued after taking office only di-
rected agencies to research and investigate the US 
trade deficits.

The dollar hit a five-year high of 1.452 Canadian 
dollars before steadying around C$1.44. It rose but 
stayed below last month’s highs on the Mexican peso 
and volatility gauges for both stocks and the most 
directly impacted currencies remained well below 
their November US election levels. Treasuries rallied, 
S&P 500 futures ESc1 rose 0.5 percent and MSCI’s 
46-country main world share index looked set to 
push back into positive territory later.

“Prepared remarks (from Trump) and what’s off 
the cuff - both of them will move markets,” Tai Hui, 
chief market strategist in Asia at J.P. Morgan Asset 
Management, told a briefing in Singapore. “Rather 
than basing all our investment decisions on what is 
announced... we just have to maybe take a step back 
and just absorb.”

Trump enters office with an ambitious agenda 
spanning trade, immigration, tax cuts and deregula-
tion which has the potential to boost US corporate 
profits. But it could also fan inflation and force the 
Fed into a rethink on US interest rates.

In his inaugural speech, Trump pledged to bol-
ster the US oil, gas and power industries and to 
crack down on immigration. He pardoned support-
ers who attacked the Capitol four years ago and 
declared an emergency to clear the way for more 
oil and gas production. — Reuters

FRANKFURT: A broker is seen working while the dig-
ital display in the background shows the graph of 
the German stock market index DAX above 21,000 
points at the Frankfurt Stock Exchange, operated by 
Deutsche Boerse AG, in Frankfurt am Main, western 
Germany, on January 20, 2025. —AFP

EU, China warn against trade
friction after Trump’s return

Chinese vice premier says ‘no winner’ in trade war
DAVOS: EU, German and Chinese lead-
ers took turns defending global cooper-
ation in Davos on Tuesday as the spectre 
of new trade wars looms following Don-
ald Trump’s return to the White House.

Trump will make an online appear-
ance at the World Economic Forum in 
Switzerland this week, but he has been 
the elephant in the room for the execu-
tives and leaders hobnobbing at the an-
nual conference in the Swiss Alps.

In their speeches, European Com-
mission President Ursula von der Leyen, 
Chinese Vice Premier Ding Xuexiang 
and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz of-
fered visions of the world that are mirror 
opposites to those of the self-professed 
tariff-loving Trump. “Protectionism leads 
nowhere and there are no winners in a 
trade war,” Ding said, without mention-
ing Trump directly.

Trump threatened Monday to impose 
tariffs if Beijing rejected his proposal to 
keep Chinese-owned app TikTok online 
on condition that half of it is sold off. Bei-
jing, which is taking a cautious approach 
to Trump, said after the TikTok threat 
that it hoped the United States would 
provide a fair business environment for 
Chinese firms.

Meanwhile, von der Leyen took a 
conciliatory tone, saying the EU’s “first 

priority will be to engage early, discuss 
common interests and be ready to nego-
tiate” with Trump. “We will be pragmatic 
but we will always stand by our princi-
ples, to protect our interests and uphold 
our values,” she said.

The European Commission president 
also said that Europe “must engage con-
structively with China -– to find solutions 
in our mutual interest” despite escalating 
trade tensions between the two. Brussels 
has provoked Beijing’s ire with a raft of 
probes targeting state subsidies in the 
green tech sector, as well as impos-
ing tariffs on Chinese electric cars. In a 
veiled reference to the European Union 
measures, Ding warned against “erecting 
green barriers that could disrupt normal 
economic and trade cooperation”.

More trade deals
On the campaign trail, Trump said he 

would impose extra customs duties on 
allies including the EU, as well as on Chi-
na. After his inauguration, Trump raised 
the possibility of imposing 25 percent 
tariffs on Canada and Mexico.

Von der Leyen reiterated her com-
mitment to free trade during her speech, 
pointing to recent EU deals with Swit-
zerland, Mexico and the South American 
bloc Mercosur.  She also said she and 

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
wanted to “upgrade” their partnership. 
Scholz vowed to “defend free trade” with 
other partners, warning that “isolation 
comes at the expense of prosperity”.

“President Trump says ‘America First’ 

and he means it. There is nothing wrong 
with keeping your own country’s interests 
in mind,” Scholz said. “It’s just that coop-
eration and understanding with others 
are usually in your own interest as well.”

It was probably Scholz’s last speech 

in Davos as chancellor ahead of German 
elections next month. Scholz used his 
speech to take another shot at Tesla and 
X owner Elon Musk, who has angered the 
chancellor with his support of Germany’s 
far-right AfD party. “We have freedom 
of speech in Europe and in Germany,” 
Scholz said. “Everyone can say what he 
wants even if he is a billionaire. What 
we do not accept is if this is supporting 
extreme right positions.” Conservative 
leader Friedrich Merz, the favorite to be-
come Germany’s next chancellor, is due 
to address the forum later Tuesday.

War and climate change
Aside from tariffs, Trump has also rat-

tled the world with his decision to with-
draw from the Paris climate agreement. 
Von de Leyen defended the climate pact 
as the “best hope for all humanity” and 
vowed that “Europe will stay the course”.

Ukraine is also keeping a very close 
eye on what Trump’s second term will 
involve. Speaking in Davos, Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky ques-
tioned whether Trump was committed 
to NATO and European security. “Will 
President Trump even notice Europe? 
Does he see NATO as necessary? And 
will he respect EU institutions?” he 
said. — AFP

DAVOS: World Economic Forum founder and chairman Klaus Schwab (L) and China’s 
Vice Premier Ding Xuexiang reach out to shake hands during the World Economic Fo-
rum (WEF) annual meeting in Davos on January 21, 2025. — AFP
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Trump’s Paris climate exit
will hit harder than in 2017

Overshooting 1.5C degrees becoming ‘very, very likely’
BRUSSELS/LONDON: A second US withdrawal 
from the world’s primary climate pact will have a big-
ger impact - in the US and globally - than the coun-
try’s first retreat in 2017, analysts and diplomats told 
Reuters. One of President Donald Trump’s first acts 
on returning to office on Monday was to quit the Par-
is Agreement as part of his plans to halt US climate 
action. The impact will be to increase the chance of 
global warming escalating, to slow US climate fund-
ing internationally, and leave investors struggling to 
navigate the divergence between European and US 
green rules.

This US withdrawal will take effect in one year, 
faster than the 3.5-year exit period when Trump first 
quit the Paris accord in 2017. Since then, climate 
change has become more extreme. Last year was the 
planet’s hottest on record, and the first in which the 
average global temperature exceeded 1.5 degrees 
Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) of warming - the 
limit the Paris Agreement commits countries to trying 
to stay below. “We are looking at overshooting 1.5C 
degrees - that is becoming very, very likely,” said law 
professor Christina Voigt at the University of Oslo. 
“Which, of course, brings to the forefront that much 
more ambitious global action on climate change is 
needed,” she said.

Paris pact plans
Today’s climate, measured over decades, is 1.3C 

warmer than in pre-industrial times, and on track for 
at least 2.7C of warming this century. While perilous, 
that is less severe than the 4C projected before coun-
tries negotiated the 2015 Paris Agreement.

Each country’s pledge toward the Paris goal is vol-
untary. Nevertheless, Trump is expected to scrap the 
US national emissions-cutting plan and potentially 
also Biden-era tax credits for CO2-cutting projects. 
All of this will “further jeopardize the achievement of 
the Paris Agreement’s temperature goals,” Michael 
Gerrard, a legal professor at Columbia Law School, 
said. “That has obviously an impact on others. I mean, 
why should others continue to pick up the pieces if 
one of the key players once again leaves the room?” 

said Paul Watkinson, a former French climate negoti-
ator who worked on the 2015 Paris Agreement.

Some US states have said they will continue cli-
mate action. Regardless of politics, favorable eco-
nomics drove a clean energy boom during Trump’s 
first term - with Republican stronghold Texas leading 
record-high US solar and wind energy expansion in 
2020, US government data show.

But Trump has already taken steps to try to pre-
vent a repeat of that, on Monday suspending offshore 
wind leases and revoking Biden’s electric vehicle tar-
gets. The US produces around 13 percent of global 
CO2 emissions today but is responsible for most of 
the CO2 released into the atmosphere since the In-
dustrial Revolution.

Climate cash halt
As part of the Paris Agreement exit, Trump on 

Monday ordered an immediate cessation of all US 
funding pledged under UN climate talks. That will 
cost poorer nations at least $11 billion - the US gov-
ernment’s record-high financial contribution deliv-
ered in 2024 to help them cope with climate change.

Together, all rich countries’ governments com-
bined contributed $116 billion in climate funding 
for developing nations in 2022, the latest available 
OECD data show. That does not include the huge cli-
mate-friendly government funding Biden rolled out 
domestically, whose future under Trump is uncer-
tain. Total US climate spending - counting domestic 
and international, from private and public sources 
- jumped to $175 billion annually over 2021-2022, 
boosted massively by the 2022 Biden-era Inflation 
Reduction Act, according to non-profit research 
group the Climate Policy Initiative. The US is also re-
sponsible for funding around 21 percent of the core 
budget for the UN climate secretariat - the body that 
runs the world’s climate change negotiations, which 
faces a funding shortfall.

Missed opportunities
The We Mean Business Coalition, which is backed 

by Amazon and Meta, said Trump’s disruption of the 

US business environment could drive green invest-
ment elsewhere. It could “open the door for other 
major economies to attract greater investment and 
talent,” the non-profit group said.

Three investors told Reuters the transition to 
green energy, including in the US, will move forward 
regardless. One impact of the Paris exit will be to pre-
vent US businesses from selling carbon credits into a 
UN-backed carbon market that could be valued at 
more than $10 billion by 2030, according to financial 
information provider MSCI.

While no longer able to make money from selling 
any surplus credits, US companies would be able to 
buy them on a voluntary basis. US airlines, for in-
stance, could still buy them to meet UN aviation cli-
mate targets, said Owen Hewlett, Chief Technical Of-
ficer at carbon market standard setter Gold Standard.

The Paris withdrawal is also an issue for banks and 
money managers caught between the US climate re-
treat and pressure from Europe to deliver faster on 
climate goals there. “US-based asset managers with 
European clients will need to be like a two-headed 
Janus,” Mark Campanale, founder of the non-profit 
Carbon Tracker Initiative, said. “Will they risk losing 
European clients to keep US politicians happy? I 
doubt it.” Already, US banks have left a banking sector 
climate coalition following Republican criticism. That 
does not absolve them and other multinational com-
panies from needing to comply with strict upcoming 
European rules for sustainability reporting. Given the 
patchwork of global climate policies, companies are 
likely to keep up their climate efforts – but to adopt 
green hushing tactics, he said. That means, Campana-
le said: “Do it, but don’t publicize it.” — Reuters

LONDON: A woman looks on as climate activists unveil a giant banner reading “Trump : Climate Genocide” on the 
Southbank opposite to the Houses of Parliament, in central London, on January 20, 2025. — AFP

Trump’s climate
retreat shines light
on green leaders
PARIS: The United States withdrawing from the Paris 
Agreement is a blow to global cooperation on climate 
change, but other countries are marching ahead and 
stepping up leadership on the issue. China is dominat-
ing the clean energy race, Brazil will be steering global 
climate negotiations, Denmark has approved a world-
first tax on livestock emissions and Colombia is saying 
farewell to fossil fuels.

There are fears the US retreat, announced by Pres-
ident Donald Trump on Monday, will hinder global ef-
forts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. But some 
observers also see a chance for more ambitious coun-
tries to forge new alliances, set the agenda and cham-
pion a climate deal endorsed by nearly all nations. “It’s 
a bigger pact than just the United States,” said Frances 
Colon, a senior fellow from the Center for American 
Progress, a Washington-based policy institute.

Emerging players
One of these emerging leaders is Brazil, which this 

year is hosting one of the most important UN climate 
summits since the Paris accord was adopted in 2015. 
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva has positioned him-
self as a global flag-bearer for the environment, and 
since taking office deforestation in the Amazon has fall-
en impressively.

But he also wants to expand Brazil’s oil explora-
tion, complicating its image as COP30 host. Along with 
South Africa, which is hosting the G20 this year, Brazil 
is expected to shape a global reform agenda that de-
mands climate and development goals go hand in glove.

“This could be a year for Global South leadership,” 
said Tim Sahay, co-director of the Net Zero Industrial 
Policy Lab at Johns Hopkins University. India’s Prime 
Minister Nrendra Modi in December boasted of his 
country’s “leadership” rolling out solar and wind ener-
gy. “India is setting global standards in climate action,” 
he said on X.

Renewable power
China’s economic contribution to reducing global 

emissions - the chief purpose of the Paris Agreement - 
is already unrivalled. The country produces more than 
half the world’s electric vehicles, about 70 percent of its 
wind turbines, and 80 percent of solar panels, helping 
drastically cut the cost of low-carbon technologies.

On Tuesday, China announced it had installed a re-

cord amount of renewable energy in 2024 and vowed to 
“work with all parties to actively address the challeng-
es of climate change”. As political headwinds frustrate 
global climate action, “China’s performance in advanc-
ing and deploying green technologies might become 
the saving grace”, said Li Shuo, director of the China 
climate hub at the Asia Society Policy Institute.

China already flexes considerable diplomatic mus-
cle in global climate negotiations, informally leading a 
major developing country bloc. At the same time, Chi-
na is responsible for the overwhelming majority of the 
growth in planet-warming emissions since the Paris 
Agreement was inked. It will soon overtake the Europe-
an Union as the second-largest historic polluter, behind 
the United States, and could feel less pressure under 
Trump to take more ambitious action.

Old guard
The EU has a long history of climate leadership and 

slashed its emissions 7.5 percent between 2022 and 
2023 - streets ahead of any other nation or bloc. The 
27-nation bloc is also the largest contributor of cli-
mate finance to poorer countries, outspending all other 
wealthy nations. “The Paris agreement continues to be 
the best hope of all humanity. So Europe will stay the 
course, and keep working with all nations that want to 
protect nature and stop global warming,” EU chief Ur-
sula von der Leyen said on Tuesday.

During the last Trump presidency, the EU and Chi-
na launched a climate dialogue with Canada to ensure 
unwavering high-level support for the Paris Agreement 
while the United States was outside the process.

Strong leadership will again be needed to rally mo-
mentum, said Alex Scott, a senior associate at Italian 
climate think tank ECCO. “The EU and China could 
collaboratively provide that geopolitical pole,” she told 
AFP. But the EU is preoccupied with its own domes-
tic problems, including political swings to anti-climate 
parties, while Beijing is locked in a trade spat with Brus-
sels over its tax on carbon-intensive imports.

Green agenda
A slew of other countries, from economic giants to 

tiny Caribbean islands, are eager to broadcast their 
climate bona fides. The UK - where Energy Secretary 
Ed Miliband promised in November to “make Britain a 
climate leader again” - produced its cleanest electricity 
on record in 2024.

Denmark has approved a tax on agricultural emis-
sions, Barbados and Kenya are pushing for global fi-
nancial reforms to drive investment in developing coun-
tries, and Colombia has vowed to stop extracting fossil 
fuels - its largest export earner. Scott said “countries 
who’ve made a bet on investing in the economy of the 
future with green tech and green jobs will continue to 
make that bet because it’s in their best interests”. – AFP

BEIJING: People queue to board trains as they return to their hometowns for the Chinese Lunar New Year re-
unions at a train station in Beijing on January 20, 2025. — AFP

NEW DELHI: BMW cars are displayed at the Bharat 
Mobility Global Expo 2025, in New Delhi on January 
21, 2025. — AFP

German carmakers say
Trump tariffs would hurt
US consumers, industry
LONDON: US President Donald Trump’s tariff plans 
would mean higher car prices for US consumers and 
hit global automakers, Germany’s powerful car industry 
warned on Tuesday, as auto stocks fell on the prospect 
of higher US import duties.

Hildegard Mueller, the president of Germany’s VDA 
auto association, told an annual press conference that 
Trump’s threatened tariffs would drive up US inflation. 
“Donald Trump promised in his election campaign to 
reduce inflation,” she said. “In this respect, we are hop-
ing for further discussions on this topic.”

Trump, who took office on Monday, did not immedi-
ately implement the wide range of tariffs he had prom-
ised, but said they were still an option and indicated 
that tariffs of 25 percent on Canada and Mexico could 
be imposed as early as February 1. In the past, Trump 
has used the threat of tariffs to push automakers to 
move more production to the United States.

Global automakers make cars in Mexico for sale in 
the United States, and the Central American country is 
an integral part of the supply chain for US auto pro-
duction. Major suppliers like Bosch and Continental 
have been working on ways to move some production 
and mitigate the impact, but US tariffs on Mexican auto 
imports would hurt US, European, Japanese and South 
Korean automakers and suppliers alike.

In Asia, the continued threat of US tariffs hit shares 
of Honda, Mazda, Hyundai and Kia, which all produce 
vehicles in Mexico. In Europe, Volkswagen and Stel-
lantis, which would be particularly vulnerable to tariffs 
on Mexican production, were down 0.8% and 1.3% 
respectively. Volkswagen, the world’s second-largest 
automaker, said it was “concerned about the harmful 
economic impact that proposed tariffs by the US ad-
ministration will have on American consumers and the 
international automotive industry”.

The company highlighted planned investments ex-
ceeding $10 billion in the US, split between its Chatta-
nooga plant and a joint venture with Rivian. Automak-
ers have been negotiating with Trump’s team ahead of 
his inauguration, hoping to prevent the imposition of 
tariffs. Stellantis Chairman John Elkann has spent four 
days in Washington meeting with Trump and top ad-
ministration officials, according to a company source. 
Elkann, who is currently steering Chrysler and Jeep 
parent Stellantis while it seeks a new CEO, was among 
global executives attending celebrations for Trump’s in-
auguration on Monday. — Reuters

EV sales slip in Europe
in 2024 in overall
stable car market
PARIS: Sales of electric cars slid last year in 
Europe in an otherwise stable market, data from 
carmakers showed Tuesday. A total of 1.99 million 
battery electric vehicles were sold in Europe last 
year, a drop of 1.3 percent from 2023, according 
to data from the European Automobile Manufac-
turers Association (ACEA).

The figures represent a stall after sever-
al years of strong growth for electric vehicles 
(EVs) in Europe, and raise questions about the 
transition away from internal combustion en-
gine (ICE) vehicles.

According to data published last week by 
the Rho Motion consultancy, EV sales rose 25 
percent globally last year thanks to a surge 
in China. According to ACEA data, overall car 
sales edged 0.9 percent higher in Europe - in-
cluding Britain, Iceland, Norway and Switzer-
land, to just shy of 13 million. “Battery-electric 
cars remained the third-most-popular choice 
for buyers in 2024,” the ACEA said in its month-
ly report on sales figures.

Cars with petrol engines accounted for one in 
three new cars sold last year, followed closely by 
simple hybrids with 30.9 percent market share. 
Plug-in hybrids accounted for another 7.1 percent 
of sales. Fully battery-electric vehicles accounted 
for 13.6 percent of total sales in 2024, a drop from 
14.6 percent market share in 2023.

Sales of EVs, which are more expensive than 
ICE vehicles, are still highly dependent upon in-
centives. EV sales plunged by 27.4 percent in 
Germany last year as government incentives end-
ed at the end of 2023. But they jumped by 21.4 
percent in Britain last year to make it Europe’s top 
EV market by volume, with just under 382,000 
sold last year, thanks in part to sales targets on 
automakers.

Norway continued to have the highest EV 
market share, accounting for nearly nine out of 
10 new vehicles sold last year, ahead of a goal of 
zero sales of ICE vehicles that entered into force 
in 2025. But the uptake of EVs in Norway was 
also aided by high taxes on ICE vehicles, which 
often made them less expensive for consumers. 
The European Union is set to ban the sale of new 
ICE vehicles in 2035. – AFP

MANILA: Electric vehicles (EVs) charge at the Tesla 
center in Manila on January 20, 2025. — AFP
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NBK secured leading presence in global markets
driven by forward-thinking vision: Al-Hamad

NBK Group’s Chief Wealth Officer addresses Tamkeen Program
KUWAIT: As part of its ongoing panel discussions with 
NBK’s executive management, the Tamakan Program 
welcomed Faisal Al-Hamad, Chief Executive Officer of 
NBK Wealth. Leveraging his extensive experience in 
the banking sector, Al-Hamad engaged the program’s 
youth participants in an insightful and interactive ses-
sion, sharing valuable industry knowledge and address-
ing their questions with clarity and depth.

NBK’s sponsorship of the sixth edition of the “Ta-
makan” Program, organized by Creative Confidence, 
underscores its dedication to empowering Kuwaiti 
university graduates. This program provides an immer-
sive, hands-on training experience, designed to equip 
emerging national talents with the essential skills and 
practical knowledge necessary for a seamless transition 
into a dynamic, high-performing workforce.

Overcoming challenges
At the outset of the panel discussion, Al-Hamad 

reflected on his academic journey and the obstacles 
he encountered early in his career. He shared: “After 
graduating from university in the United States, I be-
gan my professional journey with a company where 
my work took me between America and London for 
four years. Following that, I pursued a master’s degree 
in business administration before deciding to return to 
Kuwait to continue my career.”

“I joined NBK Capital in 2007, driven by a passion 
for development, continuous learning, and gaining 
in-depth knowledge of all aspects of this field to en-
hance my expertise,” Al-Hamad added, emphasizing 
that the work environment is one of NBK’s defining 
features, highlighting the bank’s commitment to train-
ing and development as a fundamental pathway for all 
employees. This reflects NBK’s belief that its human 
capital is its most valuable asset and that delivering 
exceptional services necessitates a highly skilled and 
well-trained workforce.

He emphasized that every journey is bound to en-
counter obstacles and challenges, regardless of the 
field. However, what truly matters is having the desire 
and ambition to succeed, coupled with a commitment to 
self-improvement. He highlighted the importance of de-
veloping skills, leveraging experiences within the work-
place, and contributing innovative ideas and solutions to 
enhance operations. Taking on greater responsibilities 
and delivering added value to the organization, he not-
ed, are key drivers of personal and professional growth. 

Al-Hamad emphasized the importance of patience 
and long-term vision in career growth. He stated, “It is 
essential not to rush for promotions, as many individuals 
leave leading institutions simply in pursuit of a higher 
job title or larger salary, without considering the invalu-
able added value the institution can provide. The expe-
riences gained over time lay a solid foundation, equip-
ping individuals with the skills and expertise necessary 
to tackle future challenges and navigate changes in the 
labor market with confidence.”

Al-Hamad encouraged young people to seize the 
opportunities available to them to enhance their skills 
and gain valuable experiences through training cours-
es, workshops, events, and seminars. He stressed the 
importance of expanding knowledge, exchanging 

ideas, and benefiting from the expertise within their 
teams. Additionally, he emphasized the need to learn 
from past mistakes, avoid repeating them, and con-
stantly seek innovative solutions that contribute to the 
development of the work system.

Success requires perseverance 
In response to a question from a participant in the 

“Tamakan” Program regarding how to achieve success 
in their career, Al-Hamad explained, “A successful jour-
ney demands perseverance, resilience, and responsibili-
ty. This is particularly true in the face of increasing com-
petition in the labor market and the rapid technological 
advancements occurring in the banking sector, which 
require talented individuals and teams to adapt and stay 
ahead of these changes.” 

Al-Hamad encouraged the program participants to 
seize the educational and training opportunities that 
arise at the outset of their careers. He highlighted that the 
“Tamakan” Program stands out as one of the most valu-
able opportunities, as it plays a crucial role in enhancing 
the skills needed to successfully enter the labor market.

He explained that “Tamakan” has successfully pro-
vided the labor market with numerous exceptional tal-
ents over the years. He emphasized the importance for 
every participant to make the most of this opportuni-
ty, as it serves as a crucial starting point for building a 
promising career future. 

Al-Hamad highlighted that one of the key features 
of the Tamakan Program is the panel discussions and 
open dialogues it organizes, where participants have 
the opportunity to engage with NBK leaders who 
possess decades of experience in the banking indus-
try. These interactions provide young people with 
valuable insights that can help them achieve their 
future ambitions.

Work environment
In response to a question about the work environ-

ment, Al-Hamad stated, “Anyone with passion, ambition, 
and the desire to take on leadership roles should seek a 
work environment that offers added value and enhances 
their experiences and skills through training programs 
and workshops. This will help them grow and prepare 
for leadership positions in the future.” 

He noted that the work environment at NBK is exem-
plary, as it continuously supports employees in develop-
ing their skills by offering educational programs tailored 
to each individual’s needs. These programs, in collabora-
tion with renowned educational institutions, aim to en-
hance employees’ skills across various domains.

Furthermore, Al-Hamad emphasized that competi-
tion within the banking sector is intense, with organiza-
tions vying to attract top talent and competencies that 
can drive performance and innovation. He highlighted 
that NBK stands out by consistently empowering its 
team to contribute innovative ideas and solutions, which 
play a pivotal role in enhancing the quality of the bank’s 
products and services for its customers. 

NBK Wealth
In his speech, Al-Hamad addressed the recent chang-

es and the launch of the “NBK Wealth” brand, stating, 
“We fully recognize that change is a constant in the 
market, and customer needs are continually evolving. 
To stay aligned with these shifts and our future vision, 
which is grounded in scientific principles, we introduced 
the NBK Wealth brand. This move is aimed at establish-
ing the largest wealth management entity locally and 
positioning us as one of the largest regional groups in 
the field of comprehensive wealth management.”

Al-Hamad further emphasized, “Our proactive vision 
allows us to differentiate ourselves from our compet-

itors,” elaborating that NBK Wealth Group now en-
compasses a diverse range of entities, including Watani 
Investment Company, Watani Wealth Management 
Company (Saudi Arabia), NBK Banque Privée (Suisse) 
SA, National Bank Of Kuwait (International) PLC, and 
Watani Financial Brokerage Company (WFBC).

Moreover, he pointed out that NBK Wealth aims to 
attract new customer segments and investors, noting 
that   the group’s brand has gained significant recog-
nition across global markets, leading to an increasingly 
wider presence.

Al-Hamad highlighted that the Group is focused on 
strengthening its position as the leading and trusted 
partner in wealth management through a global net-
work of integrated operations. Additionally, the group 
has formed strategic partnerships with leading interna-
tional institutions, which will enhance various aspects of 
its services, including advisory support and the devel-
opment of innovative investment solutions. Furthermore, 
NBK Wealth continues to offer unique services, includ-
ing asset management, trading, lending, deposits, and 
other tailored solutions for high-net-worth individuals.

In response to a question from a participant in the 
Tamakan Program regarding the specialized services 
offered by NBK Wealth, Al-Hamad explained: “At NBK 
Wealth, we provide a broad array of comprehensive 
solutions in private banking, wealth management, fi-
nancial planning, investment management, and adviso-
ry services. These services are delivered through our 
extensive global network of integrated operations, en-
suring we meet the diverse needs of our clients, while 
aligning with their individual risk tolerance levels.” 

Al-Hamad further emphasized: “Drawing on our ex-
tensive experience, we possess a deep understanding 
of our clients’ needs and are equipped to exceed their 
expectations. Over the decades, we have continuous-
ly elevated our services and developed tailored wealth 
management solutions that cater to the diverse needs of 
individuals, families, and institutions, all aimed at build-
ing a prosperous and sustainable future.” 

“We have established strong bridges of trust and 
long-term relationships with our customers, built on 
the strength of our brand and our extensive experience 
in the banking industry. Our core philosophy revolves 
around understanding each customer’s unique financial 
needs and goals, and crafting customized solutions to 
meet those needs,” Al-Hamad added.

He emphasized NBK Wealth’s commitment to creat-
ing lasting value and building a generational legacy for its 
clients through tailored investment strategies, diversified 
financial portfolios, and expert advice rooted in com-
prehensive economic analysis and future projections. He 
also highlighted the importance of adapting to clients’ 
evolving needs and offering innovative investment solu-
tions that align with their long-term aspirations. 

It is worth noting that Tamakan was honored with 
“The Social Work Pioneer Project Award” by the 
GCC Council of Ministers of Social Affairs and Labor. 
This prestigious accolade recognizes Tamakan as a 
trailblazing training initiative for Kuwaiti fresh gradu-
ates, fostering professional self-development and em-
powering them to emerge as a dynamic and effective 
workforce in the region.

KUWAIT: Faisal Al-Hamad, Chief Executive Officer of NBK Wealth, speaks during the “Tamakan” Program.

Global tourism recovered 
to pre-pandemic
levels in 2024: UN
MADRID: Global tourism fully recovered from 
the COVID-19 pandemic in 2024 with 1.4 billion 
international tourist arrivals recorded worldwide 
due to “robust” demand from key markets, UN 
Tourism said Monday.

“A majority of destinations welcomed more inter-
national tourists in 2024 than they did before the pan-
demic, while visitor spending also continued to grow 
strongly,” the Madrid-based body said in a statement.

The number of international tourist arrivals last 
year was 11 percent higher than the 1.3 billion re-
corded in 2023, reaching the level seen in 2019, the 
year before the pandemic paralyzed travel. A “robust 
performance from large source markets and the on-
going recovery of destinations in Asia” drove the re-
sults, UN Tourism added.

Receipts from global tourism reached $1.6 trillion in 
2024, about 3.0 percent more than the previous year 
and 4.0 percent more than in 2019 when inflation and 
currency fluctuations are taken into account.

“In 2024, global tourism completed its recov-
ery from the pandemic and, in many places, tourist 
arrival and especially earnings are already higher 
than in 2019,” UN Tourism secretary general Zurab 
Pololikashvili said.

“Growth is expected to continue throughout 2025, 

driven by strong demand contributing to the so-
cio-economic development of both mature and emerg-
ing destinations,” he added. “This recalls our immense 
responsibility as a sector to accelerate transformation, 
placing people and planet at the center of the develop-
ment of tourism.”

The surge in visitor numbers has sparked a backlash 
in many tourism hotspots, prompting the authorities to 
take steps to ease the pressure on bursting beaches and 
gridlocked streets. Venice, one of the world’s top tourist 
destinations, is trying to limit the influx of tourists into 
its historic center by charging day trippers for entry. 
Japan has introduced a daily cap on hiker numbers at 
Mount Fuji while Amsterdam and other port cities have 
reduced the number of cruise ships allowed to dock.

Concerns over conflicts
Europe, the world’s most popular destination region, 

recorded 747 million international arrivals in 2024, a 
five-percent increase over the previous year and one 
percent above 2019 levels. All European regions sur-
passed pre-pandemic levels except Central and East-
ern Europe “where many destinations are still suffering 
from the lingering effects of the Russian aggression on 
Ukraine”, the statement said.

While international arrivals grew by 33 percent in 
Asia and the Pacific to reach 316 million in 2024, that 
represented just 87 percent of pre-pandemic levels. 
The Middle East posted the strongest rebound since 
2019 with 95 million arrivals last year, a 32-percent 
jump over pre-pandemic levels but just one percent 
higher than 2023.

Many countries such as Japan and Morocco have 

set new tourism records following the pandemic and 
several destinations reported double-digit growth in 
international arrivals when compared to 2019. El Sal-
vador, which has successfully cracked down on violent 
crime, posted an 81-percent increase in foreign arrivals 
on 2019 levels. Saudi Arabia, which only fully opened to 
tourism in 2019, recorded a 69-percent jump.

The UN body predicts international arrivals will 
grow three to five percent in 2025 when compared 
to last year if the rebound in travel in Asia continues, 
inflation keeps receding and “geopolitical conflicts do 
not escalate”. High transportation and accommodation 
costs, volatile oil prices and staff shortages are among 
the other key challenges the tourism sector will face 
this year, it added. — AFP

KUALA LUMPUR: Visitors rent jet skis at Pantai Ce-
nang in Malaysia’s Langkawi Island on January 19, 
2025. — AFP

‘Too hard’: Vietnam’s
factory workers return
to country life
HO CHI MINH CITY: Treading a familiar path for 
women in rural Vietnam, Nguyen Thi Hiep found a 
factory job in dynamic Ho Chi Minh City and spent 
16 years helping make shoes for Western brands 
such as Adidas and Nike.

Vietnam is among the world’s largest export-
ers of clothing, footwear and furniture and Ho Chi 
Minh City and its hundreds of thousands of mi-
grant workers have for decades helped power its 
manufacturing boom.

The southern metropolis offered stable jobs with 
decent pay, and young women in particular flocked 
to garment and shoe factories, where the workforce 
is three-quarters female. But as living costs surge, 
Hiep is joining a wave of workers rejecting the com-
mercial hub for a quieter life back home - leaving 
city businesses struggling to fill their ranks.

“I have stayed in this city long enough,” Hiep, 42, 
told AFP after her shift at a factory owned by Tai-
wan’s Pou Chen, one of the biggest and best-paying 

shoe manufacturers in the country. “I work all day 
long, starting at sunrise and ending when it’s dark,” 
she said. “But I still struggle to pay my rent.”

Despite earning 10 million dong ($400) a month, 
a third more than the national average, Hiep lives in 
a 10-square-metre, one-room apartment with her 
husband and eight-year-old daughter, buying the 
cheapest food she can find and saving nothing.

Housing, utility, healthcare and education costs 
are rising across the country, and workers in Ho Chi 
Minh City say their salaries can no longer meet their 
needs. So Hiep and her husband, a motorbike taxi 
driver, have decided to leave.

This week, ahead of the Tet festival when Vietnam 
celebrates the lunar new year, the family will make 
the 1,000-kilometre (621-mile) journey home to a 
remote corner of mountainous Quang Binh province, 
24 hours and a world away from the traffic and pol-
lution of Ho Chi Minh City and its 10 million people. 
They have no plans to return.

Rapid departure
In the decades since Vietnam’s post-war “doi 

moi” economic transformation, Ho Chi Minh City and 
the capital Hanoi have been at the heart of the “from 
farm to factory” trend, said professor Pham Van Dai 
of the country’s Fulbright University. It is a pattern 
that has played out in many developing countries 
across the world.

But when the COVID-19 pandemic forced people 
out of factories and back to their homes, many found 
rural areas had developed, offering more opportuni-
ties than a decade earlier and a higher quality of life. 
“The number of migrant workers (moving out) rose 
rapidly,” Dai told AFP.  — AFP

HO CHI MINH CITY: This photo taken on December 23, 
2024 shows workers’ relatives waiting to pick them 
up after their workday outside the Pouyuen Vietnam 
factory, owned by Taiwanese shoemaker Pou Chen, 
in Ho Chi Minh City. — AFP

Federal employee
union sues Trump
over Musk’s DOGE
WASHINGTON: The largest union of US federal gov-
ernment employees filed suit on Monday against President 
Donald Trump over his plans to create a cost-cutting “De-
partment of Government Efficiency” headed by billionaire 
Elon Musk. The suit was filed in a district court in Washing-
ton by the American Federation of Government Employees 
(AFGE) and non-profit Public Citizen just minutes after 
Trump was sworn in as the 47th US president.

Trump has tasked Musk, the world’s richest man, with 
slashing billions of dollars in federal government spending. 
Trump and Musk have claimed that $2 trillion could poten-
tially be saved, but most experts believe that is not realistic 
without deep cuts to crucial social services or benefits.

In its suit, the AFGE, which represents some 800,000 
federal workers, said it wanted to ensure that DOGE com-
plies with the requirements for federal advisory commit-
tees. “The advice and guidance that Mr Trump has charged 
DOGE with producing is sweeping and consequential,” the 
complaint said. “DOGE - the members of which current-
ly do not represent the interests of everyday Americans 
- will be recommending cuts to government agencies and 
programs that protect health, benefits, consumer finance, 
and product safety,” it added. The AFGE said federal reg-
ulations authorize an administration “to establish and use 
commissions or task forces to obtain advice and recom-
mendations from the private sector on a variety of topics.”

But the regulations impose “various guardrails to pre-
vent them from turning into vehicles for advancing private 
interests in the federal decision-making process,” it said. 
“Those guardrails include the requirements that advisory 
committee have a fair balance in viewpoints represented, 
that they do not meet in secret, and that their records and 
work product be made available for public inspection.”

The AFGE urged the court to prevent DOGE from act-
ing as an advisory committee until it complies with federal 
regulations. In addition to the AFGE, several other watch-
dog and public interest groups filed suit against Trump 
over DOGE on Monday. — AFP

WASHINGTON: Elon Musk (center) gestures during 
the inauguration of Donald Trump as the 47th pres-
ident of the United States inside the Capitol building 
in Washington, DC, on Monday. — AFP
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Melania Trump brings steely 
fashion game back to Washington

Where in the world is Melania 
Trump? She made her return 
to Washington in a sharply tai-

lored outfit exuding international woman 
of mystery, as her husband once again 
became president of the United States. 
Her long navy coat and matching wide-
brimmed hat -- which shielded her eyes 
in most photos and hindered her com-
mander-in-chief husband’s attempts to 
give her a peck before his swearing-in -- 
drew snark comments on social media 
and a flurry of comparisons to a 1980s 
video game character.

“Where in the world is Carmen 
Sandiego?” quipped the internet, refer-
ring to the franchise that spun off into 
a popular 1990s geography game show 
for kids, and featured a criminal master-
mind dressed in a long, carmine trench 
coat and eye-obscuring fedora. Melania 
Trump’s silk-wool coat and skirt were 
Adam Lippes, an independent Amer-
ican designer based in New York, an 

ensemble paired with an ivory blouse 
tightly wrapped at the Slovenian-born 
former model’s neck.

“The tradition of the presidential 
inauguration embodies the beauty of 
American democracy and today we had 
the honor to dress our first lady, Mrs. 

Melania Trump,” said Lippes in a state-
ment that emphasized American man-
ufacturing over political ideology. “Mrs. 
Trump’s outfit was created by some of 
America’s finest craftsmen and I take 
great pride in showing such work to the 
world.” The hat was by New York milli-
ner Eric Javits. “She cut the figure of a 
mafia widow or high-ranking member of 
an obscure religious order, and a bit of 
‘My Fair Lady,’” wrote Rachel Tashjian, 
style critic for The Washington Post.

‘Armor’ 
American first ladies don’t get much 

of a voice -- but their sartorial choices 
are scrutinized for subtext. The late Ro-
salynn Carter, for example, drew strong 
reactions by wearing a dress she had 
already worn -- gasp! -- when her hus-
band Jimmy was inaugurated in 1977. 
The point was to show empathy for the 
economic struggles of Americans, but 
sometimes what the people really want 

is aspirational glamour.
In recent years, several first ladies 

have turned to independent designers 
for inaugural events: in 2021, Jill Biden 
wore a sparkling blue coat-and-dress 
combo by Markarian, a small brand in 
New York. Michelle Obama made waves 
in 2009 in a lemon-colored outfit by Is-
abel Toledo, wearing Thom Browne at 
her husband’s second swearing-in. She 
donned gowns by Jason Wu to both se-
ries of inaugural balls. Melania Trump 
channeled Jackie Kennedy to kick off 
her first turn in the White House, sport-
ing Ralph Lauren -- a heritage-brand fa-
vorite on both sides of the political aisle 
-- to the daytime events in 2017.

She swapped her powder-blue 
cashmere dress and matching asym-
metrical bolero jacket with opera gloves 
for a silk crepe gown by Herve Pierre 
that year, both looks that signaled a 
sense of buoyancy as she began her 
new role as a political wife. Her shad-

owy-chic ensemble on Monday marked 
a sharp departure as she entered ten-
ure two. Her evening outfit -- once again 
by Herve Pierre, who is her stylist -- was 
less severe but kept an edge.

The first lady wore a white column 
gown featuring sculptural, serpentine 
black ribbon detailing with a thick black 
bejeweled choker to match as she at-
tended the traditional series of inaugu-
ral balls. “For her second round as first 
lady, the fashion game -- the tool she 
brandishes most often and most force-
fully, even if the public sometimes strug-
gles to divine her sartorial messages 
-- is likely to be one of steely, precise 
armor, of clothes with brash and exact-
ing tailoring,” wrote the Post’s Tashjian. 
“For the past year, she has worn a ward-
robe of mostly black, but this does not 
seem intended to make her disappear 
into the background.”—AFP

US First Lady Melania Trump attends a lun-
cheon in honor of President Donald Trump 
following the inauguration ceremony, in 
Statuary Hall at the US Capitol in Washing-
ton, DC. --AFP photos

US First Lady Melania Trump looks on as 
President Donald Trump reviews the troops 
in Emancipation Hall, following his inaugu-
ration ceremony at the US Capitol on Janu-
ary 20, 2025, in Washington, DC.

First Lady Melania Trump at the Command-
er-in-Chief Ball on January 20, 2025 in 
Washington, DC. President Trump attends 
some of the inaugural balls after taking the 
oath as the 47th president.

US President Donald Trump dances with his wife First Lady Melania Trump at the Liberty 
Inaugural Ball on January 20, 2025 in Washington, DC.

Armani eyes ‘beautiful comfort’ 
at Milan fashion week

With soft fabrics, jeweled hues 
and fluid shapes, Giorgio Ar-
mani’s men’s show in Milan on 

Monday was an ode to elegance and 
freedom of movement. The legendary 
Italian designer, now 90, presented a 
fall-winter 2025-26 collection compris-
ing belted baggy trousers and layered 
loose jackets, knits and scarves. A sea-
sonal palette of greys and browns was 
punctuated with sumptuous velvets, 
wools and silks in ruby red, emerald 
green and royal blue.

“The catwalk for me is a proposal, 
my vision of the current moment, which 
this season is particularly free from 
constraints and conventions,” Armani 
said. “I like to imagine the clothes that 
enter the wardrobes and lives of men 
of different ages and attitudes, and that 
are interpreted by each according to 

their own personality.
“Making fashion, for me, means 

creating tools that accompany life, 
making it ideally more beautiful and 
comfortable.” Actors Adrien Brody and 
Matt Smith were in the audience for the 
show, a highlight of five days of fashion 
in the northern Italian city.

 Sharp-suited snappers 
“Wild elegance” had been the 

theme at Prada on Sunday, with Mi-
uccia Prada and Raf Simons offering 
up sheepskins worn over bare chests, 
straight-cut cigarette pants and colored 
or patterned cowboy boots. There were 
knitted sweaters, fitted leather jackets, 
nylon bomber jackets and tartan coats, 
a clash of styles shown off on a catwalk 
spread over three floors built out of 
scaffolding in the huge hall of the Prada 

Foundation.
In a world dominated by artificial 

intelligence, “the idea is to save the 
human instinct to liberate creativity 
and spontaneity”, Miuccia Prada said 
backstage afterwards. On Saturday, 
meanwhile, Dolce and Gabbana drew 
inspiration from the glamorous films of 
Italian director Federico Fellini for their 
show at the Metropole, the brand’s 
headquarters and a former cinema. 
In a nod to “La Dolce Vita” character 
Paparazzo, who gave his name to 
pushy photographers worldwide, mod-
els dressed as sharp-suited snappers 
crowded the entrance to the runway.

Lightbulbs popped as models 
walked the red-carpet in the imagined 
style of off-duty actors, a mix of jeans, 
trainers and luxurious coats. Day seg-
ued to night with cropped jackets styled 

with caps and bags giving way to tai-
lored, loose-legged three-piece suits 
and finally, sharp and sexy evening 
wear.

Set to a soundtrack drawn from 
Fellini’s films, there were tuxedos, 
bow-ties and silk shirts, waistcoats 
worn with nothing underneath and long 
scarves thrown over one shoulder. The 
palette was mostly black and grey, but 
with flashes of brilliance from glitter-
ing, oversized brooches, fastenings or 
necklaces. Focusing on clean lines and 
luxury materials, the show was a con-
firmation of a return to basics begun in 
early 2023 by the Italian designers, af-
ter a brief foray into more flashy street-
wear aimed at younger buyers. —AFP

A model walks the runway during the Pra-
da collection show at Milan’s Fashion Week 
Men’s Fall / Winter 2025-2026 in Milan, Italy.

A model walks the runway during the Prada 
collection show

A model walks the runway during the Prada 
collection show.

Italian designer Giorgio Armani (center) poses with guests at the end of the Giorgio Armani collection show.
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Trump ‘triumphs’ in Albanian art exhibition
In a former memorial to Albania’s 

Communist dictator, an art exhibition 
is celebrating Donald Trump’s return 

as US president with works portraying 
him as Prometheus, Caesar and the 
Wall Street bull. Artist Alvin Delvina 
says Trump - his “idol” - is the inspi-
ration for the pieces in “The Triumph”, 
which include depictions of the US Re-
publican in a range of historical and 
fictional scenes. “It’s a work of four 
years, born of strong indignation at the 
attacks on a free spirit like Trump,” the 
69-year-old artist told AFP.

Another shows smiling European 
leaders on a lifeboat wearing orange 

life jackets, while a tuxedo-clad Trump 
plays a violin.

Most of the works were crafted to-
gether with the use of digital images 
that re-imagine iconic works of art and 
other notable scenes from history and 
pop culture. Italian tourist Laura Brivio, 
who attended the opening of the exhi-
bition, praised the show as “a very in-
teresting vision of the real world and art 
which is thought-provoking - whether 
or not you support (Trump)”. “Delvina 
is a committed artist who has chosen 
to present his (visions of the) truth with 
rich and dynamic artistic language, 
provocative subjects and biting irony,” 

said curator Manjola Xhavara.
The exhibition is housed in a brutal-

ist pyramid in the capital Tirana that was 
once dedicated to former dictator En-
ver Hoxha. In recent years, the building 
has been renovated and is now home 
to office space for the country’s embry-
onic tech sector and art galleries. Pro-
US sentiment remains relatively strong 
in Albania, where American flags are 
a common sight in some areas. After 
Trump’s first electoral victory in 2016, a 
town in central Albania renamed one of 
its streets in his honor. — AFP

Albanian artist Avni Delvina poses for a photo among his paintings during the exhibition 
“Triumph” in Tirana. — AFP photos 

This photograph shows the painting “The Beatles” by Albanian artist Avni Delvina during the exhibition “Triumph”.

Visitors look at the painting “The Party Crasher” by Albanian artist Avni Delvina.

Albanian artist Avni Delvina poses for a photo among his paintings during the exhibition 
“Triumph”. A visitor looks at paintings by Albanian artist Avni Delvina.The painting “I Want You to Make America 

Great Again” by Albanian artist Avni Delvina.

France’s arch film 
provocateur Blier dies at 85

Veteran French film provocateur 
Bertrand Blier, who has died aged 
85, made some of the country’s 

biggest arthouse hits of the 1970s and 
1980s, but is perhaps best known for 
unleashing the Gallic megastar Gerard 
Depardieu on the world. Blier shocked 
France and launched Depardieu’s career 
in 1974 with “Les Valseuses”, a subver-
sive tale about a pair of joyriding young 
thugs on a sex and crime spree across 
the country. The title, which means tes-
ticles in French slang, was rather primly 
translated as “Going Places” for its Amer-
ican release.

Based on Blier’s own novel, it became 
a cult classic and was the first of his nine 
movies with Depardieu, whom Blier later 
described as “my pet actor, my cinema 
brother, my alter-ego”. Its success also 
brought Blier out of the shadow of his 
father, the postwar acting great Bernard 
Blier. A parable of male unease at wom-
en’s liberation, many at the time found 
“Les Valseuses” morally ambiguous and 
its sex scenes brutal and vulgar, but its 
theme would dominate almost all of his 
later work. The director died peacefully at 
home Monday night in Paris, surrounded 
by his wife and children, his son Leonard 
Blier told AFP.

Wounded machismo 
The same wounded machismo ran 

through his biggest international hit, “Trop 
belle pour toi” (“Too Beautiful For You”) in 
1989, with Depardieu playing a man who 

grows bored by his beautiful wife and falls 
for his much plainer secretary. Regarded 
as something of a modern classic, the 
New York Times called it an “exceptional-
ly rich romantic comedy”. It also won Blier 
the jury prize at the Cannes film festival 
and five Cesars - or French Oscars - in-
cluding best actress for Depardieu’s then 
real-life partner, Carole Bouquet, who 
played the  wife.

“What intrigues me again and again 
is how male friendships are relatively un-
problematic, and yet when men approach 
what they passionately desire, then their 
problems begin,” he said. Blier burst 
onto the scene at a time when France’s 
New Wave directors were running out of 
steam, with his black comedies peopled 
with marginal figures, villains, rogue po-
licemen and prostitutes, seen as unique 
and unclassifiable. He said he found 
modern cinema “irritating”, though many 
found echos of in his work of the great 
Spanish surrealist director Luis Bunuel.

Proud contrarian 
Blier had a close professional rela-

tionship with his father, but they differed 
sharply on politics with the younger Blier 
complaining bitterly that the actor had slid 
from the left to the right - a journey he 
himself would to follow, in gender politics 
at any rate. Balding, bearded and proudly 
contrary, with a pipe often hanging from 
the side of his mouth, Blier was born just 
before the outbreak of World War II in 
1939 in the Paris suburb of Boulogne-Bil-

lancourt. He followed in his father’s foot-
steps, starting in cinema as an assistant 
director. In 1963, he directed his father, 
in his first feature, “If I Were A Spy”. But 
it would be another decade before he 
made his name with “Les Valseuses”, 
which paired Depardieu with another of 
Blier’s favorite bad boy actors, Patrick 
Dewaere.

Oscar success 
Five years later he won the best for-

eign film Oscar with the menage-a-trois 
comedy “Get Out Your Handkerchiefs”, 
again featuring the Depardieu-Dewaere 
duo. In 1980 he won a Cesar, a French 
Oscar, for  “Buffet Froid” (Cold Cuts), a 
mixture of absurd and realism, in which 
he directed his father for the last time, 
inevitably alongside Depardieu. A born 
iconoclast, he was never happier than 
when poking fun at social mores, and had 
another hit with the provocative “Tenue de 
Soiree” (Evening Wear) in 1986, took on 
homosexuality and sex triangles. But he 
could be gentle too like with “Beau Pere” 
(Stepfather) in 1982, his tale of troubled 
family relations. But by the 1990s and 
2000s after a string of commercial flops, 
Blier was having trouble securing fund-
ing for his films. In 2010 he returned to 
surrealism with the “Clink of Ice” which 
broached cancer, with an alcoholic writ-
er played by Jean Dujardin talking about 
his illness, which takes the form of a man 
played by Albert Dupontel. — AFP

(From left to right) French actress Josiane Balasko, French director 
Bertrand Blier and French actors Carole Bouquet and Gerard De-
pardieu are photographed on May 12, 1989 in Cannes, during the 
42nd film festival, after the screening of the film “Trop belle pour 
toi”, presented in the French selection.

(From left to right) French actor Patrick Dewaere, actress Ariel 
Besse and film director Bertrand Blier pose during the 34th Cannes 
Film Festival, in Cannes, south-eastern France, on May 21, 1981.

Starry Sundance 
fest moves
ahead in wake 
of LA fires

The US film industry’s first big gath-
ering since fires devastated Los 
Angeles will begin Thursday at the 

Sundance festival, where highlights in-
clude a glitzy new Jennifer Lopez mu-
sical and a dark Benedict Cumberbatch 
drama. Hollywood’s annual pilgrimage 
to the Rocky Mountains to premiere the 
coming year’s most-anticipated indie 
films is taking place in somber circum-
stances, after the blazes that killed at 
least 27 people and brought the enter-
tainment capital to a halt.

Festival chiefs held lengthy talks with 
filmmakers, including those “who lost 
homes or were displaced” by the blaz-
es, before deciding to press ahead, said 
Sundance director Eugene Hernandez. 
Organizers heard “harrowing stories of 
people running out of their homes, evac-
uating... with their hard drives under their 
arms” to ensure their films survived, he 
told AFP. “Everybody to a person just 
wants to look forward and wants to look 
ahead... it’ll be a nice moment of reunion 
and community.”

Among the 88 features being 
screened in Utah’s Park City is “Rebuild-
ing,” about a rancher who loses every-
thing in a wildfire. “It takes on an added 
poignance, for those who will watch it 
next week,” said Hernandez.

Josh O’Connor, known for “The 
Crown” and “Challengers,” plays the lead 
role. “It’s an incredible film, and one that 

we felt was important to show, based on 
that spirit of resilience,” said Sundance 
programming director Kim Yutani. “I think 
it will be a particularly moving one for 
people to see.”

J-Lo, Cumberbatch 
A-lister Lopez brings her first film to 

Sundance, with “Kiss of the Spider Wom-
an.” From “Dreamgirls” director Bill Con-
don, the film is based on the Broadway 
adaptation of Argentine author Manuel 
Puig’s famous novel. Lopez plays Auro-
ra, a silver-screen diva whose life and 
roles are discussed by two mismatched 
prisoners as they form an unlikely bond 
in their grim cell.

While harking back to grand Golden 
Age Hollywood musicals with its fabulous 
costumes and Lopez’s “knockout musical 
performance,” the film is a more dramatic 
and independent take on the genre, said 
Hernandez. Cumberbatch stars in anoth-
er literary adaptation, “The Thing With 
Feathers,” based on Max Porter’s exper-
imental and poetic novel about a grieving 
husband and two young sons. “It’s one 
of these juicy roles that big actors relish 
taking a bite out of,” said Yutani. Fami-
ly tragedy and fatherhood are also the 
themes of “Omaha,” with John Magaro 
(“Past Lives”) delivering “an emotion-
al gut punch of a role” that could spell 
awards, according to Yutani.

Elsewhere, Olivia Colman plays a 
mother taking her non-binary teen to visit 
their gay grandfather (John Lithgow) in 
“Jimpa.” Rapper A$AP Rocky and late-
night host Conan O’Brien make up the 
eclectic cast of mystery “If I Had Legs 
I’d Kick You.” And “The Bear” star Ayo 
Edebiri teams up with John Malkovich 
for thriller “Opus,” about a young writer 
investigating the mysterious disappear-
ance of a legendary pop star.

Music is also a prominent theme 
of Sundance’s documentary selection, 
which has launched several of the most 
recent Oscar-winning non-fiction films. A 
new “must-see” Jeff Buckley documen-
tary features never-before-seen footage 
from “three very important women in his 
life, including his mother,” said Yutani.

Elegance Bratton explores the Chi-
cago roots of house music with “Move 
Ya Body: The Birth of House,” while Os-
car-winning director Questlove examines 
funk pioneer Sly Stone in “Sly Lives! (aka 
The Burden of Black Genius).” Politics 
will again be prominent. Former New 
Zealand leader Jacinda Ardern is expect-
ed in town to promote behind-the-scenes 
documentary “Prime Minister.” — AFP

An evening view of the Egyptian Theatre 
marquee during the 2024 Sundance Film 
Festival on January 18, 2024 in Park City, 
Utah. - AFP



Wednesday, January 22, 2025

13
Lifestyle

At a shopping mall in Beijing, Zhang 
Yachun murmurs quietly to her 
closest confidant, a fluffy AI-pow-

ered robot whose soothing chirps remind 
her that she is not alone. Zhang, 19, has 
long battled anxiety over school and 
work, and has struggled to form deep 
friendships with other people. But since 
buying a BooBoo, a “smart pet” that uses 
artificial intelligence to interact with hu-
mans, she says life has become easier. “I 
feel like I now have someone to share the 
happy times with,” Zhang told AFP in the 
apartment she shares with her parents 
and a real pet duck.

Across China, a growing number of 
people are turning to AI to combat social 
isolation as the technology becomes more 
mature and widely accepted. Wriggly, fur-
ry and resembling a guinea pig, BooBoo 
is produced by Hangzhou Genmoor Tech-
nology and retails for up to 1,400 yuan 
($190). Developed with children’s social 
needs in mind, it has sold about 1,000 
units since May, according to the compa-
ny’s product manager Adam Duan.

On an outing this month, Zhang fer-
ried her companion, which she named 
“Aluo”, in a cross-body carrier, whisper-
ing to the rugby ball-sized creature as 
it nodded and squeaked. At a pet shop, 
she pressed the beige bundle up against 
the window to admire a ginger cat before 
buying Aluo a tiny winter coat designed 
for a dog. She said the robot plays the 
same role as human friends, adding: “(It) 
makes you feel you are someone who is 
needed.”

 Robot boom 
The global market for “social robots” 

like BooBoo is expected to grow by a fac-
tor of seven to $42.5 billion by 2033, ac-
cording to consulting firm IMARC Group, 
with Asia already dominating the sector. 
For Guo Zichen, 33, a smart pet could 
help when he is unable to play with his 
child. “Right now, family members are 
spending less time with the children”, 
Guo said as he examined a robotic dog 
on sale at the flagship store of tech com-
pany Weilan in the eastern city of Nan-
jing. “Buying one for my kid can help 
them with studying and other things,” he 
mused.

Weilan’s AI dog, called “BabyAlpha”, 
sells for between 8,000 ($1,090) and 
26,000 yuan ($3,500), and the compa-
ny says 70 percent of buyers are fami-
lies with young children. But Guo said he 
was skeptical the electronic pup could 

bring as much joy as an actual canine. 
“The biggest difference is that dogs have 
souls, while (BabyAlpha) looks different 
in an indescribable way”, he said. “On the 
whole, you feel like it’s not the same as 
the real thing.”

 Shifting society 
While the 1990s introduced electron-

ic pets to the world like Japan’s digital 
Tamagotchis and American-made Fur-
bies that could mimic speech, comput-
erized companions are becoming more 
functional with AI. A growing number of AI 
products in China cater to people’s emo-
tional needs, from conversational chat-
bots to lifelike avatars of the deceased. 
Social shifts like the impact of the govern-
ment’s decades-long one-child policy are 
helping drive market growth, according to 
experts. People born in the policy’s early 

years are now in their 40s and facing an 
economy burdened with soaring home 
prices, higher living costs and increased 
work stress, stretching their ability to fo-
cus on their own children 

That, in turn, “leaves little room for 

personal interactions, prompting people 
to seek alternative ways to meet their 
emotional needs”, said Wu Haiyan, a 
professor specializing in AI and psychol-
ogy at the University of Macau. AI com-
panions provide cognitive stimulation, 
“enhancing the well-being of... individu-
als who may otherwise feel isolated”, Wu 
said. In some cases, she added, people 
show more trust in AI than humans.

Same on the inside 
Zhang’s father Peng said he under-

stood his daughter’s bond with Aluo. 

“When we were young, we didn’t lack 
friends. We had loads as soon as we 
stepped out of the door”, the 51-year-old 
told AFP. “Now, children in cities seem 
to be under a lot more pressure, so they 
may lack friends.” Zhang, an only child, 

said she has become more willing to 
share her worries with her parents since 
she bought Aluo. Opening up about her 
troubles at school has meant that “there 
aren’t as many things piled up in my 
heart”, she said.

People of her generation often strug-
gle to communicate face to face, Zhang 
said, adding that “they might be afraid” 
to express who they are. “But what they 
feel inside has not changed”, she added, 
cradling Aluo in her lap. —AFP

AI pet dogs are seen 
on display at a store of 
technology company 
Weilan in Nanjing, in 

China’s eastern Jiangsu 
province. Weilan’s AI dog, 
called “BabyAlpha”, sells 

for up to 26,000 yuan, 
and the company says 
70 percent of buyers 

are families with young 
children.--AFP photos

Zhang Yachun (right) talking to her AI-powered robot named Aluo at a cafe in Beijing.

Zhang Yachun (right) carrying her AI-powered robot named Aluo.

Zhang Yachun (center), her father Zhang Peng (right) and her mother posing with her 
AI-powered robot named Aluo at home in Beijing.

Zhang Yachun playing with her AI-powered 
robot named Aluo and pet duck Nana at her 
home in Beijing.

People checking an AI pet dog at a store of 
technology company Weilan in Nanjing, in 
China’s eastern Jiangsu province.

Zhang Yachun (left) and her mother putting 
clothes on her AI-powered robot named Aluo.

Zhang Yachun talking to her AI-powered robot 
named Aluo at a shopping center in Beijing.

Children interacting with an AI pet dog at a 
store of technology company Weilan in Nan-
jing, in China’s eastern Jiangsu province.

People visiting a store of technology company Weilan in Nan-
jing, in China’s eastern Jiangsu province.

A pet owner holding a dog in front of an AI 
pet dog outside a store of technology com-
pany Weilan in Nanjing, in China’s eastern 
Jiangsu province.

A woman checking an AI pet dog at a store 
of technology company Weilan in Nanjing, 
in China’s eastern Jiangsu province.

Young Chinese 
turn to AI pets for 

emotional relief



PARIS:  Seven-time Formula 1 world champion Lewis 
Hamilton took his first steps as a Ferrari driver on Mon-
day and expressed his delight at joining the iconic team.

The 40-year-old shocked the paddock last February 
when he announced that after 12 successful years with 
Mercedes, he was departing for Ferrari. “Today we start 
a new chapter in the history of this iconic team, and I 
can’t wait to see what story we will write together,” he 
said in a press release as he appeared for the first time 
in Maranello, the headquarters of the Scuderia.

Wearing a long overcoat, dark suit and tie with a 
white shirt, Hamilton presented a chic look as he posed 
in front of the former home of Enzo Ferrari, the found-
er of the famous Prancing Horse marque, according to 
photos released by his new team.

Hamilton then went to the Fiorano circuit to meet 
team boss Frederic Vasseur, and Ferrari’s managing di-
rector Benedetto Vigna. At Maranello, he was also able 
to talk to several members of the team with whom he 
will be working over the coming weeks, including Ric-
cardo Adami, who will be his track engineer.

“There are some days that you know you’ll remem-
ber forever and today, my first as a driver, is one of 
those days,” said Hamilton, who will partner Charles 
Leclerc as they bid to deliver a first Ferrari world cham-
pion since Kimi Raikkonen in 2007.

“I’ve been lucky enough to have achieved things in 
my career I never thought possible, but part of me has 
always held on to that dream of racing in red. “I’m ded-
icated to bringing everything I have to deliver for the 
team, the wider organization and the fans.” — AFP

ROME: Interim Ireland head coach 
Simon Easterby said Tuesday the chal-
lenge for him and his players in their 
bid to become the first side to win 
three successive Six Nations titles is to 
“stay ahead of the pack”. The 49-year-
old was surprisingly relaxed at the 
launch of this year’s tournament given 
he is less than a fortnight away from his 
first Six Nations match as head coach, 
hosting England, the only side to beat 
them in last year’s championship.

The England-born former Ireland 
flanker has stepped up to replace Andy 
Farrell, who has taken a sabbatical as 
head coach of the British & Irish Li-
ons for their tour of Australia later this 
year. “There is no pressure, is there?” 
said Easterby, chuckling.

“The challenge is to stay ahead of 
the pack and prepare as well as we 
can and try and play as well as we 
can when it comes to England.” Eas-
terby, who has been an integral part 
of the Ireland coaching set-up under 
Joe Schmidt and then Farrell which 
accrued five Six Nations titles includ-
ing two Grand Slams, has selected a 
new-look squad that includes 11 play-
ers who were not part of last year’s 
title-winning outfit.

The likes of 21-year-old fly-half 
Sam Prendergast and his fellow former 
Under-20 star hooker Gus McCar-
thy impressed in the November Tests. 
Prendergast is vying for the starting 
spot with Jack Crowley, who was the 
playmaker for Ireland’s Six Nations 
title win last year following the retire-
ment of icon Johnny Sexton.

McCarthy faces a stiffer task as he 
is up against Leinster teammates Dan 
Sheahan and Ronan Kelleher as well as 
the Ulster veteran Rob Herring. “We 
have had consistency of selection this 
time around,” said Easterby. “We have 
got good youngsters coming in, we 
brought them in during the autumn, 
and there is a lot of experience in the 
group as well.” 

‘Tonne of faith’ 
Easterby, capped 65 times by Ire-

land and twice by the Lions, said it was 
crucial to get a good start if a team is 
to go on and win the title. “It is tough 
because every team in this competi-
tion will believe they can win it, and 
rightly so,” he said.

“I guess part of winning the Six Na-
tions is about momentum and what has 
gone before doesn’t account for huge 

amounts.” Farrell’s absence might have 
Ireland fans concerned about their 
prospects but captain Caelan Doris 
has no such fears.

“Si (Easterby) has been unbeliev-
able for us for the last number of years. 
He took the lineout initially and then 
the defensive role,”Doris said. “He has 
a tonne of respect among the players 
in how he leads and the one-on-one 
time he puts in with players.

“So a lot you look for in a head 
coach, it’s been there, we’ve seen it in 
the last few years.” Doris, who enters 

the tournament as a strong contender 
to be Lions skipper, said in the past 
Ireland had overcome pivotal figures 
retiring or being unavailable.

“Faz (Farrell) has obviously been 
a massive figure for us, but Johnny 
(Sexton) has been a massive figure 
for us in the past who left,” said the 
26-year-old No 8. “Instead of one 
person trying to fill the void it’s been 
a shared responsibility, so I’m sure 
the leadership group will take a little 
bit of that on too. “But yeah, there’s a 
tonne of faith in Si definitely.” — AFP 

LONDON: Haas have appointed Laura Mueller as the 
first woman race engineer in Formula One as part of a 
shake-up of their race operations team. The German 
will work with newly recruited driver Esteban Ocon 
while another woman, Carine Cridelich, is set to join as 
head of strategy from Red Bull’s Racing Bulls team.

US-based Haas are seeking to build on last season’s 
seventh-placed finish in the constructors’ championship 
with a new drivers’ line-up that features Ocon and Oli-
ver Bearman. Mueller has been promoted from her role 
as performance engineer.

A race engineer works most closely with the driver 
on the set-up and running of their car and is the main 
link between a driver and the team on track through 
radio communications. Haas team principle Ayao 
Komatsu said Mueller was the best candidate for the 
job. “She’s a pretty determined character,” he said. 
“And then she’s very hard-working. Her work ethic is 
really, really good.”

He added: “If you look at how many female engineers 
we have in the office, it’s definitely more than before. 
But it’s not like I chose Laura because she’s female. “We 
don’t care (about) nationality, gender—it really doesn’t 
matter because what matters is work. How you can fit 
into the team, how you can maximize the performance. I 
believe it is the right choice.”

Cridelich will join Haas in March, ending a search for 
a head of strategy that Komatsu said has been going on 
“for a long, long time”. Francesco Nenci, who was most 
recently performance team leader on Audi’s Dakar Rally 
project, is the new chief engineer while Mark Lowe will 
be sporting director. — AFP

KOLKATA: England captain Jos Buttler said 
Tuesday he wants to build an “alliance” with new 
white-ball coach Brendon McCullum, as they 
named their side for the first of five T20s in India. 
Ben Duckett will open alongside Phil Salt, who will 
also keep wicket for the match at Kolkata’s Eden 
Gardens on Wednesday. Harry Brook was named 
Buttler’s deputy.

England’s first white-ball assignment under Mc-
Cullum, who was previously in charge only of En-
gland’s Test side, also includes three ODI matches. 
The series will be followed by the eight-team ODI 
Champions Trophy starting February 19 in Pakistan 
and Dubai.

Buttler said he is looking “to build that 
coach-captain alliance” after McCullum forged 
a successful partnership with Test skipper Ben 
Stokes. “It’s not a new set-up as Baz (McCullum) 
has been around for a while,” Buttler told reporters 
on the eve of the T20 opener.

“There’s a lot of players in this squad that have 
been with him in the Test set-up for a number of 
years already,” he added. “I’m just looking forward 
to building that relationship in the white-ball set-
up.” India captain Suryakumar Yadav said he already 
shares good chemistry with coach Gautam Gambhir, 
having played under the former batsman in the Indi-
an Premier League.

“I know how he works—without talking he can 
read your mind,” said Yadav, who played at IPL team 
Kolkata Knight Riders with Gambhir as captain. “The 

way his coaching style is, we are moving in the right 
direction.” He said Gambhir “keeps it simple” and 
gives the players “freedom” to express themselves.

England continued with Buttler as white-ball cap-
tain despite a disappointing ODI World Cup in In-
dia in 2023 when the defending champions won only 
three of their nine matches. Last year the 34-year-
old Buttler struggled with a calf injury. He will be 
playing in India as a batsman only with Salt taking 
over the gloves starting with the T20s.

Jofra Archer leads a pace-bowling unit that 
includes Mark Wood and Gus Atkinson. Buttler 

spoke up for players having their families with 
them on tours, after the family time of Indian play-
ers was restricted following their recent 3-1 Test 
defeat in Australia.

“I think it’s great to be able to have families on the 
tour with you, to live that life out with your family as 
well,” he said. “I don’t think it affects the cricket too 
much, I think it’s something that is very manageable.”

England XI: Ben Duckett, Phil Salt (wk), Jos But-
tler (capt), Harry Brook (vice-capt), Liam Living-
stone, Jacob Bethell, Jamie Overton, Gus Atkinson, 
Jofra Archer, Adil Rashid, Mark Wood. —AFP
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Penguins end Los Angeles Kings’ home 
winning streak with a 5-1 victory

Utah glides past Winnipeg for rare home win
LOS ANGELES: Kevin Hayes, Sidney Crosby and 
Anthony Beauvillier each had a goal and an assist 
to help the Pittsburgh Penguins end the Los Ange-
les Kings’ nine-game home winning streak with a 
5-1 victory on Monday night. Evgeni Malkin and 
Cody Glass also scored and Alex Nedeljkovic made 
25 saves for the Penguins, who had lost four of their 
previous five games and eight of their last 10 (2-5-
3). Adrian Kempe scored and David Rittich made 27 
saves for the Kings, who have dropped four of five 
following a five-game winning streak. Los Angeles 
had not lost at home since a 1-0 setback to Buffalo 
on Nov. 20. The Penguins scored on their only power 
play, Hayes’ goal to open the scoring at 10:09 of the 
first period. The Penguins played without the team’s 
leading goal scorer, Rickard Rakell, who returned to 
Pittsburgh for personal reasons.

Maple Leafs 5, Lightning 3
Matthew Knies had two goals and an assist as 

Toronto defeated visiting Tampa Bay for the Ma-
ple Leafs’ third straight win. Mitchell Marner had a 
goal and two assists and Auston Matthews added 
a goal and an assist for Toronto while Joseph Woll 
stopped 27 shots for Toronto, which is 3-0 against 
Tampa Bay this season. Nick Paul scored two goals 
and Darren Raddysh had a goal and an assist for the 
Lightning, who had won their two previous games. 
Jonas Johansson made 23 saves for the Lightning in 
the opener of a four-game road trip.

Utah Hockey Club 5, Jets 2
Barrett Hayton registered a goal and two assists 

as the Utah Hockey Club built a rare winning streak 
with a victory over Winnipeg in Salt Lake City. Clay-
ton Keller had a goal and an assist while Josh Doan 
and Nick Schmaltz each had two assists for Utah, 
which has won back-to-back games for the first time 
since a four-game run from Dec. 12-20. Both of its 
latest victories have come on home ice, where the 
club has won only eight times in 23 games (8-11-4). 
Connor Ingram stopped 23 shots in a much-needed 
quality outing for the Utah goalie. Ingram struggled 
to a 3.38 goals-against average in his first 15 games 

of the season before taking almost two months off to 
be with his ailing mother, who died Dec. 3.

Bruins 6, Sharks 3
Charlie Coyle scored the tying and winning goals 

in the third period as part of a three-point effort—all 
coming in the final period—to help host Boston surge 
past San Jose. David Pastrnak, Brad Marchand and 
Elias Lindholm each registered a goal and an assist, 
while Vinni Lettieri also scored for Boston, which is 
3-0-1 in its last four games. Rookie Will Smith, a na-
tive of nearby Lexington, Mass., led the Sharks with 
a goal and an assist in his first NHL game in Boston. 
San Jose has lost three in a row and six of seven.

Wild 3, Avalanche 1
Yakov Trenin and Brock Faber scored goals 1:35 

apart early in the third period as Minnesota beat 
Colorado in Denver. Jake Middleton had a goal and 
an assist, Liam Ohgren contributed two assists and 
Marc-Andre Fleury turned away 26 shots for Minne-
sota, which snapped a three-game skid and improved 
to 17-5-3 on the road. They have the most road wins 
in the NHL. Nathan MacKinnon scored the only goal 
for Colorado, which is 2-2 on its five-game home-
stand that finishes Wednesday against Winnipeg. 
Mackenzie Blackwood had 23 saves in the loss.

Blues 5, Golden Knights 4 (SO)
Jake Neighbours and Brayden Schenn both 

scored in the shootout as visiting St.  Louis pre-
vailed despite blowing a two-goal lead in the final 
3:10 of regulation in Las Vegas. Schenn, Neighbours, 
Nathan Walker and Cam Fowler each scored goals 
and Jordan Kyrou had two assists for the Blues, who 
moved within one point of the idle Calgary Flames 
for the final wild-card spot in the Western Confer-
ence. Jordan Binnington made 28 saves and stopped 
two of three shots in the shootout. Jack Eichel and 
Pavel Dorofeyev each had a goal and an assist, Shea 
Theodore had four assists and Tomas Hertl and Brett 
Howden also scored goals for Vegas, which suffered 
its season-high fourth straight loss and sixth in seven 
games.  Adin Hill finished with 24 saves.

Kraken 6, Sabres 4
Defensemen Jamie Oleksiak and Adam Larsson 

scored key goals as Seattle defeated visiting Buffa-
lo to improve to 2-0 in a 10-game stretch that in-
cludes nine home games. Jared McCann had a goal 
and two assists while Joey Daccord made 25 saves 
to win for the third time in his past four starts. Four 
different players—including Jack Quinn and Tage 
Thompson—scored for Buffalo. Devon Levi, recalled 
Saturday from the American Hockey League with 
Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen dealing with some nagging 
injuries, stopped 28 of 33 shots in the loss.

Islanders 3, Blue Jackets 1
Bo Horvat scored twice in the second period for 

host New York, which scored three times in a 5:04 
span to beat Columbus in Elmont. Simon Holm-
strom’s short-handed goal in the second proved to 
be the game-winner for the Islanders, who have won 

two straight to improve to 2-2-0 on a season-high 
seven-game homestand. Kent Johnson scored early 
in the first period for the Blue Jackets, who have lost 
two in a row (0-1-1) following a six-game winning 
streak. Elvis Merzlikins stopped 22 shots.

Hurricanes 4, Blackhawks 3 (OT)
Sebastian Aho scored the game-winning goal in 

overtime and Jaccob Slavin collected three assists 
as Carolina came back to win in Chicago. Seth Jar-
vis, Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Jordan Staal also scored 
for the Hurricanes, who have won four of their last 
six games. Frederik Andersen, playing in his 500th 
career game and his first since Oct. 26 (knee sur-
gery), made 22 saves for Carolina. Aho rocketed a 
one-timer from the right circle to net his 15th career 
overtime goal 59 seconds into the extra period. Aho 
has netted all four of Carolina’s overtime winning 
goals this season. — Reuters

LOS ANGELES: Adrian Kempe #9 of the Los Angeles Kings skates the puck against the Pittsburgh Penguins in 
the second period at Crypto.com Arena on January 20, 2025 in Los Angeles, California. — AFP

England’s Buttler 
wants ‘alliance’ with 
coach McCullum

KOLKATA: England’s captain Jos Buttler (R) with Ben Duckett attend a practice session ahead of their first 
Twenty20 international cricket match against India at the Eden Gardens in Kolkata on January 21, 2025. —AFP

Haas appoint Laura 
Mueller as F1’s first 
woman race engineer

Easterby pinpoints challenge
if Irish are to make history

ROME: France’s head coach Fabien Galthie (R) and Italy’s head coach Gonzalo 
Quesada walk past the Six Nations trophy as they attend the 2025 Six Nations 
official launch, in Rome on January 21, 2025. — AFP

Hamilton begins
‘new chapter’ 
at Ferrari



LONDON: Pep Guardiola insists Manchester City 
will rise to the occasion in their crucial Champions 
League showdown against Paris Saint-Germain after 
rebuilding their shattered morale with a 6-0 demoli-
tion of Ipswich.

Guardiola’s side are languishing in 22nd place 
in the 36-team Champions League table with two 
games left. PSG are in even worse shape, one point 
behind City in 25th place. With the top 24 clubs go-
ing through to the knockout stages — the first eight 
automatically reach the last 16 and the sides from 
ninth to 24th face a play-off — the stakes could not 
be higher when City travel to Paris on Wednesday.

Fortunately for City, they were able to warm up 
for the blockbuster clash by recording their biggest 
Premier League win since thrashing Nottingham 
Forest by the same scoreline in 2022. Phil Foden 
scored twice, while Mateo Kovacic, Erling Haaland, 
Jeremy Doku and James McAtee were also on target 
at Portman Road on Sunday.

Such was their dominance, Guardiola was able to 
replace Foden, Haaland, Kovacic, Kevin De Bruyne 
and Manuel Akanji in the second half to keep them 
fresh for the PSG game. “After four or five nil I had 
my eye on Paris,” Guardiola said.

“We have two finals left, by winning two we qual-
ify, winning one there’s a big possibility. “We have 
to get the points because we created problems our-
selves, especially with Feyenoord, even the game we 
lost in Lisbon.

“But in that moment we had a lot of problems. We 
could not compete the way we want for many rea-
sons. Hopefully we can continue in Paris for the next 
game.” After winning the Champions League for the 
first time in 2023, City bowed out in the quarter-fi-
nals on penalties against Real Madrid last season. In 
keeping with a turbulent season that sees them trail-
ing 12 points behind Premier League leaders Liver-
pool, Guardiola’s men have endured another roller-
coaster ride in Europe this term.  — AFP
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Mbappe dispels doubts before crucial 
Real Madrid Champions League clash
Mbappe’s skill and speed have made him unstoppable in recent weeks
MADRID: Just when it seemed the pressure of a 
lifelong dream switch to Real Madrid might prove 
too great for Kylian Mbappe to overcome, the French 
superstar silenced his doubters.

After a troubled start to life at Madrid, Mbappe 
finally seems at home and ready to wreak havoc 
both in Spain and in Europe. Mbappe’s rediscov-
ered elan comes at the perfect time for Real Ma-
drid with two crucial Champions League matches 
ahead, starting with RB Salzburg’s visit to the San-
tiago Bernabeu on Wednesday.

Madrid then face Brest on the road next week, 
aiming to secure progress to the next phase of 
the competition. It would be unthinkable for the 
holders and record 15-time European champions 
to suffer an early knock-out, but after a poor start 
they are presently 20th in the 36-team group, with 
the bottom 12 teams eliminated.

Madrid lost at Liverpool, with Mbappe missing 
a penalty, as well as against AC Milan at home and 
away at Lille. Shortly after the defeat at Anfield, 
Mbappe missed another spot kick in a La Liga de-
feat by Athletic Bilbao and it proved a turning point 
for the France captain.

“A big mistake in a match where every detail 
counts, I take full responsibility for it,” said Mbappe 

in a post on social media platform Instagram. “It’s the 
best time to change this situation and show who I 
am.” Since pledging to turn things around, Mbappe 
has scored eight goals in 10 games for Madrid across 
all competitions, including a stunning solo effort 
against Barcelona in the Spanish Super Cup final.

Mbappe also struck as Madrid won the Inter-
continental Cup against Pachuca in December, but 
beyond the goals, he now looks every part the dev-
astating, world-beating talent president Florentino 
Perez hoped for.

Moves only he can make’ 
Real Madrid coach Carlo Ancelotti has been 

patient with Mbappe, often defending the forward 
and insisting he needed time to adapt to life in the 
Spanish capital and gel with his new team-mates. 
The Italian also stuck by his guns with regards to 
Mbappe’s positioning, insisting from the start of the 
season the French hitman should play down the mid-
dle, leaving Vinicius Junior to stay on the left flank in 
his preferred role.

Mbappe and Vinicius struggled to gel, at times 
occupying the same spaces on the pitch. The team’s 
4-0 Clasico humbling by bitter rivals Barcelona in 
October was a particularly disappointing moment 

for Mbappe, who was caught offside numerous times 
in the match by the Catalans’ high defensive line.

Left out of the national team squads for Nations 
League matches at the time by coach Didier Des-
champs and battling with former employers Paris 
Saint-Germain over unpaid income, Mbappe seemed 
weighed down and overwhelmed.

Ancelotti persisted with the striker and said at the 
end of December Mbappe had bedded in and, after 

a thigh injury, was now ready to perform at his best. 
“His (adaptation) period, which he obviously needed, 
because everyone needs it, is over,” said the coach.

“Where does Mbappe have to improve? Just in 
consistency... trying to make the moves that only he 
can make, as often as possible.” Perhaps unsurpris-
ingly, Ancelotti, a record five-time European Cup 
winner as a coach, was right.

Mbappe’s skill and speed have made him unstop-
pable in recent weeks and the 26-year-old looks 
increasingly confident in himself with every passing 
match. “The Bilbao game was good for me, I hit the 
bottom... and it was a moment to realize that I have 
to give everything for this shirt and show my person-
ality,” said Mbappe at the end of 2024.

Mbappe produced arguably his finest display for 
Madrid as he netted a brace against Las Palmas on 
Sunday to help take Real top of La Liga. “I have adapt-
ed to the team and I can play how I want, with my 
team-mates, with personality,” he said after the game.

Vinicius was suspended against Las Palmas but 
will return in the Champions League, and he and 
Mbappe must continue developing their partnership. 
If Madrid’s dynamic duo can find the same wave-
length they will be ready to defend their status as the 
kings of Europe. — AFP

Kylian Mbappe

Conceicao demands 
more hunger as AC 
Milan eye top eight
MILAN: Sergio Conceicao has been in charge of AC 
Milan for less than a month but has already diagnosed 
a lack of hunger as the source of his new team’s woes, 
as the seven-time kings of Europe host Girona on 
Wednesday with the last 16 of the Champions League 
firmly in their sights.

Milan could yet obtain direct qualification as they 
sit a point away from the top eight positions and have 
two winnable final fixtures in the league phase, first 
their lowly Spanish opponents at the San Siro and 
then at Dinamo Zagreb next week.

But Saturday’s 2-0 defeat at Juventus highlighted 
the same issues of quality and character that have be-
come increasingly evident with each season that has 
passed since their dramatic league title win in 2022. 
Milan are a whopping 19 points behind Serie A lead-
ers Napoli but more importantly sit eight points from 
Italy’s top four, making the club’s minimum require-
ment of qualification for next season’s edition of Eu-
rope’s elite competition a difficult task.

“The first step to winning a match is wanting to win 
it,” said Conceicao after his team’s fully deserved loss 
in Turin. “I don’t want to hear anything about tiredness 
or lack of energy, it’s only January for goodness sake. 
The players have everything they need to recover in 
time to play every three days. What we need is an 
empty fridge at home, more hunger.”

Charismatic Conceicao was hired to shake up a 
Milan team long been considered to be lacking fight, 
and the Portuguese was visibly displeased at his play-
ers after they crumbled to their first defeat since he 
replaced Paulo Fonseca in the dugout last month.

The 50-year-old had already publicly blast-
ed his team when he described Milan’s first-half 
display against relegation-threatened Cagliari, 
a match which finished 1-1, the worst he’d ever 

seen as a coach. But the vehemence with which he 
called out his players for lacking guts was surpris-
ing even if it earned him praise from pundits and 
disgruntled fans alike.

“I started coaching 13 years ago I was in charge of 
smaller teams, teams that in terms of talent weren’t all 
that but had an incredible level of desire,” said Conce-
icao. “In life you need to grow, have goals, even more 
so when you play for Milan. You have to maintain that 
hunger, that desire and maintain your own personal 
goals as a player so that when you get to the end of 
your career you’re proud of what you’ve done.

“What I’m seeing here isn’t new to me, I’ve 

watched almost all of Milan’s matches (this season). 
It’s down to me to change the attitude of the players. 
It’s my responsibility.” Conceicao has some credit in 
the bank both for guiding Milan to the Italian Super 
Cup earlier this month and the way they won the fi-
nal, coming back from two goals down to beat local 
rivals Inter Milan 3-2.

Milan have also had to deal with absences to key 
players — Christian Pulisic and Alvaro Morata the 
latest big-name casualties — but failure to beat a 
Girona team on just three points would only further 
darken the mood among fans who have been calling 
for American owners RedBird to sell the club. — AFP

GIRONA:  Girona’s Spanish coach Michel (C) attends a training session on the eve of the UEFA Champions 
League football match between AC Milan and Girona FC at the Puma Academy training ground in Girona on 
January 21, 2025. — AFP

Revitalized Man 
City confident for 
PSG ‘final’: Guardiola

Luis Enrique

Slot challenges 
Nunez to prove 
he is elite
LIVERPOOL:  Liverpool boss Arne Slot has chal-
lenged Darwin Nunez to prove he is an elite striker 
as the much-maligned Uruguayan looks to take ad-
vantage of Diogo Jota’s latest injury. Slot revealed on 
Monday that Jota will be sidelined for a few weeks 
after suffering a muscle injury in Liverpool’s draw at 
Nottingham Forest on January 14.

The Portugal forward’s absence has provided 

another opportunity for Nunez to finally prove 
his worth, starting with Tuesday’s Champions 
League tie against French team Lille at Anfield. 
Nunez has struggled to win over both Slot and 
his predecessor Jurgen Klopp since signing from 
Benfica for a fee rising to a potential £85 million 
($104 million) in 2022.

The 25-year-old gave a glimpse of his potency 
with the stoppage-time double that fired Liverpool 
to a dramatic 2-0 win at Brentford in the Premier 
League on Saturday. But those were his first top-
flight goals since November and he has scored only 
six times in all competitions this term.

“I don’t think it’s the first time Darwin has been in 
this situation when Jota has been out,” Slot told re-
porters on Monday. “But he is in a good place be-

cause he scored two against Brentford. We have four 
strikers who are fit to start and Darwin is one of them.

“Of course, it increases the chance for Darwin to 
get more playing time if one is injured and especially 
if it’s a number nine.” Slot admitted recently that he 
has found it hard to get the best out of a player her-
alded as one of the world’s brightest young talents 
when he was at Benfica.

Urging Nunez to show he was worthy of that 
hype, Slot added: “The most difficult in football is to 
find consistency, as a team and an individual. Only a 
few players are able to be at the same level every few 
days. “Then there is a big group of players who can 
play well but not every time. He is in that group. We 
have one or two who are in the group of the highest 
standard. That is a nice challenge for him.” — AFP

Clinics
Kaizen center 25716707
Rawda 22517733
Adaliya 22517144
Khaldiya 24848075
Kaifan 24849807
Shamiya 24848913
Shuwaikh 24814507
Abdullah Salem 22549134
Nuzha 22526804
Industrial Shuwaikh  24814764
Qadsiya 22515088
Dasmah 22532265
Bneid Al-Gar 22531908
Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381
Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082
Mirqab 22456536
Sharq 22465401
Salmiya 25746401

Hospitals
Sabah Hospital 24812000
Amiri Hospital 22450005
Maternity Hospital 24843100
Mubarak Al-Kabir 25312700
Chest Hospital 24849400
Farwaniya Hospital 24892010
Adan Hospital 23940620
Ibn Sina Hospital 24840300

Clinics & Hospitals  

C l a s s i f i e d s
Change of Name

I, NASEEM AHMAD, holder of Indian 
Passport No. N8640434 having permanent 
address: Vill Post Pariyawan, Police station 
Nawabgang, Tehsil Kunda, Dist Pratapgarh, 
UP, Pin code - 229408 residing in Kuwait at 
present, hereby declare that henceforth my 
name will be read as (given name) Naseem 
Ahmad Idrisi and (surname) Nazir Idrisi.

#6623 (21/01/2025)

I, RAJAK ABDUL SAMAD, holder of 
Indian Passport No. X2879201 having 
permanent address Dx-17, Irani Wadi, 
Opp Sqarters Cly Chincholu Gate, Malad 
East, Mumbai, PO: Malad East, DIST: 
Mumbai Suburban, Maharashtra- 400097 
Residing in Kuwait at present, hereby 
declare that Henceforth my name will be 
read as under: RAJAK ABDUL SAMAD 
(given name) SAYYED (Surname)

#6624 (20/01/2025)
For labor-related inquiries and 

complaints: Call MSAL hotline 128

Embassy of India in Kuwait
 announces sale of its Mercedes Benz 
E200 (Make:- 2019) Car (Mileage 

1,78,779 Kms, Good condition) on 
“as is where is” basis. Interested parties 
may submit their price offer in sealed 

envelopes to Embassy of India, Kuwait, 
before 1600 hrs, February 02, 2025. 

TENDER NOTICE
Advertisement for sale of car

Details may be seen at the Embassy’s
 website:  https://indembkwt.gov.in/index.php.



MELBOURNE:  Novak Djokovic beat young rival 
Carlos Alcaraz 4-6 6-4 6-3 6-4 in a gladiatorial battle 
worthy of a title clash to charge into the Australian 
Open semi-finals on Tuesday and remain in the hunt 
for a record 25th Grand Slam title.

In the latest chapter of a generational rivalry that 
has played out on the biggest stages, including last 
year’s Paris Olympics gold medal match-up, it was the 
37-year-old Djokovic who maintained his hardcourt 
dominance over Alcaraz.

Defeat was a blow for the 21-year-old Spaniard 
as the French Open and Wimbledon champion’s bid 
to become the youngest man to complete a career 
Grand Slam went up in flames, and he was left to di-
gest his third loss to Djokovic on the surface.

Some loose shots at the start of the match put Al-
caraz on the backfoot but he fired a magnificent back-
hand winner to pull back a break and was rock solid 
from there, vaulting to a 5-4 lead in a physical open-
ing set after Djokovic made an error.

Having dropped his serve for a second time, Djokov-
ic took an off-court medical timeout and returned with 
his left thigh taped up, but the seventh-seeded Serb 
could not prevent Alcaraz from holding to love with a 
big ace at the end to clinch the set.

Djokovic was far more aggressive in the second 
and made several forays towards the net to reel off 
the first three games before producing a spectacular 
backhand overhead smash assisted by the net cord at 

one point, but Alcaraz pulled level at 3-3.
The momentum shifted again as Djokovic heaped 

the pressure on the third-seeded Spaniard with heavy 
ball-striking to claim the second set and drew mas-
sive cheers from the Rod Laver Arena crowd when he 
broke for a 4-2 and then 5-3 lead in the third.

Playing like a much younger version of himself, 
10-times Melbourne Park champion Djokovic showed 
surgical precision to claim the set before breaking 
early in the next one to tighten his grip on the match. 
Alcaraz won a 33-shot rally to rescue a break point 
while down 4-2 in the fourth set and smiled as he 
gasped for air but Djokovic used all his experience 
to seal the victory and set up a meeting with sec-
ond-seeded German Alexander Zverev. —Reuters
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Chelsea beat Wolves to return 
to Premier League top four

Chelsea overcomes a howler from Sanchez to beat relegation-threatened Wolves

LONDON:  Chelsea overcame a howler from 
goalkeeper Robert Sanchez to beat relega-
tion-threatened Wolves 3-1 on Monday, ending a 
five-game winless run to climb back into the Pre-
mier League’s top four.

Enzo Maresca’s team were just two points behind 
leaders Liverpool in mid-December, raising hopes 
of an unlikely title challenge before losing their way. 
Now they are back on track to qualify for next sea-
son’s Champions League after second-half goals 
from Marc Cucurella and Noni Madueke spared 
Sanchez’s blushes.

The Spanish goalkeeper had dropped the ball 
moments before half-time, allowing Matt Doherty to 
cancel out Tosin Adarabioyo’s opener. Maresca said 
Chelsea had dominated the first 40 minutes before 
problems that have haunted them in recent weeks 
returned. “We lost a little bit of confidence, we con-
ceded a goal and we started to struggle a little bit 

and then the second half I think we started quite well 
and then after the second and third goals the game 
was in control,” he told Sky Sports.

He added: “In the past five games we didn’t win 
but I said many times that the performance was 
there. We created many chances, we didn’t score 
and tonight finally we scored three goals.” Chelsea’s 
top-scorer Cole Palmer, a doubt before the game, 
was fit to start as Maresca made five changes from 
last week’s draw against Bournemouth including 
bringing in center-back Trevoh Chalobah, recalled 
from his loan spell at Crystal Palace.

The home side dominated possession in the early 
stages and Palmer had a couple of early efforts, curl-
ing one wide and forcing Jose Sa into a diving save. 
The home side were rewarded for their dominance 
midway through the first half when Adarabioyo fired 
home for his first Premier League goal for the club.

The defender controlled the ball well after it was 

deflected into his path from Reece James’s shot from 
the edge of the box. A number of Chelsea players 
were in offside positions in a crowded penalty area 
and the flag was raised but the on-field decision was 
overturned after a VAR check.

Sanchez blunder
Wolves, anaemic in attack for most of the first half, 

came back into the game as half-time approached, 
scoring with their first shot on target thanks to 
Sanchez’s error. The visitors won a corner and the 
goalkeeper dropped the inswinging delivery from 
Matheus Cunha under intense pressure when he 
could have punched clear, with Doherty poking home.

The home side started the second half bright-
ly and were back in front on the hour mark when 
Cucurella hooked home on the stretch after Ma-
dueke’s cross was flicked on by Kiernan Dews-
bury-Hall. Five minutes later Chelsea had a two-

goal cushion when Madueke scored his fourth 
goal of the season against Wolves, heading home 
Chalobah’s goal-bound effort.

Sanchez palmed a Cunha shot behind with 10 
minutes to go but Chelsea were largely comfort-
able despite the occasional minor scare and leap-
frogged Newcastle and Manchester City, whom 
they face next. Former Leicester boss Maresca, in 
his first season in charge at Stamford Bridge, stub-
bornly insisted his team were not in the title race 
even when they were flying high after five straight 
wins from late November.

Starting with a 0-0 draw at Everton just before 
Christmas, they took just three points from five 
games before returning to winning ways on Monday. 
Wolves, who have conceded a league-high 51 goals, 
are outside the relegation zone on goal difference 
alone after three straight defeats following a bright 
start for new manager Vitor Pereira. — AFP

LONDON: Chelsea’s English midfielder #20 Cole Palmer (C) runs with the ball during the English Premier League football match between Chelsea and Wolverhampton Wanderers at Stamford Bridge in London. — AFP

Djokovic quells 
Alcaraz challenge 
to reach semis

MELBOURNE: Serbia’s Novak Djokovic falls on the 
court as he hits a return against Spain’s Carlos Al-
caraz during their men’s singles quarterfinal match 
on day ten of the Australian Open tennis tournament 
in Melbourne. — AFP

Celtics crush 
Warriors, Cavs 
cruise past Suns
LOS ANGELES: The NBA champion Boston Celtics 
crushed the Golden State Warriors 125-85 on Mon-
day as current league leaders Cleveland romped past 
the Phoenix Suns. Jayson Tatum scored 22 points with 
nine rebounds and seven assists before sitting out the 
entire fourth quarter for the Celtics, who handed the 
Warriors their worst home defeat since a 149-104 loss 
to Dallas in 1985.

Kristaps Porzingis added 18 points and Jaylen 
Brown chipped in 17 for Boston, who took full advan-
tage of the absence of Draymond Green, the latest 
Warriors injury victim after he strained his left calf on 
Saturday. “Those are some of the tricky games in the 
NBA, when (teams) have some star players out, other 
guys get a different role,” Tatum said. “We fell victim to 
that a couple of times this year, so (we were) just trying 
to lock in from the beginning.” Up by 15 at halftime, the 
Celtics erupted for 43 points in the third quarter.

Stephen Curry scored 18 points to lead the War-
riors and Moses Moody added 13 off the bench—the 
only Golden State players to score in double figures. 
“We’ve got to flush this one down the toilet,” head 
coach Steve Kerr said, calling the blowout “demor-
alizing”. It was just one of the lopsided results as the 
NBA marked the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday with 
a day-long slate of games. Donovan Mitchell scored 
33 points to fuel the Cavaliers in a 118-92 victory 
over the Phoenix Suns.

Injury absences of Evan Mobley, Isaac Okoro and 

Caris LeVert did nothing to slow the Cavs, who led by 
as many as 32 on the way to boosting their league-best 
record to 36-6. Kevin Durant scored 33 points with 
seven rebounds to lead the Suns, but Devin Booker—
who had scored at least 30 points in the Suns’ last five 
games—was held to 15 points on six-of-14 shooting.

Pelicans rally 
In New Orleans, the Pelicans authored the biggest 

comeback in franchise history, erasing a 25-point defi-
cit to beat the Utah Jazz 123-119 in overtime. CJ Mc-
Collum scored 24 of his 45 points in the fourth quarter 
and overtime, and Dejounte Murray added 26 points 
and 11 assists for the Pelicans.

They notched their fifth win in their last six games 
despite the absence of ailing star Zion Williamson. 
In Memphis, Jaren Jackson Jr. scored 24 points and 
grabbed 11 rebounds to help the Grizzlies fight back 
from a 16-point deficit to beat the Minnesota Timber-
wolves 108-106. Desmond Bane added 22 points and Ja 
Morant scored 19 for Memphis, who took their first lead 
of the second half on Bane’s floater in the lane with 3:21 
remaining. “It was ugly from the start, but we kept com-
peting and found a way down the stretch,” Bane said.

Anthony Edwards scored 32 points to lead the 
Timberwolves, but missed a potential game-winning 
three-pointer as time expired. New York’s Jalen Brun-
son scored 34 points to propel the Knicks to a 119-110 
victory over the Atlanta Hawks. Trae Young scored 27 
points, leading seven Hawks players to score in dou-
ble figures, but Atlanta saw their three-game winning 
streak end. The Detroit Pistons shook off back-to-back 
home losses with a 107-96 victory over the Rockets in 
Houston. Cade Cunningham scored 32 points with nine 
rebounds and seven assists and Jalen Duren added a 
double-double of 16 points and 14 rebounds with four 
steals and two blocked shots. — AFP
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