ISSUE NO: 19520
16 PAGES, 150 FILS

Book your ride.

b

IRIDE SAFE

Kuwaiti, Saudi interior ministers
meet in Riyadh, ride the metro

2

Today.

Pope again slams cruelty
of Zionist strikes on Gaza

0

Jg 1] L
i % ’ e T v

Established 1961
The First English Daily in the Arabian Gulf

JUMADA ALTHANI 22, 1446 AH
MONDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2024

¥eur chauffeur arrived loe phoiup.

Chauffaur Makl has resthed your lecation

for peckup

‘Finally, we made it!’: Ho Chi
Minh City celebrates metro

8

Usyk outpoints Fury to retain
world heavyweight crowns

15

Amir oos Modi with to e

Amir: You have earned it * Modi: This is an honor for 1.4 billion Indians

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah decorates Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi with the prestigious

EarTrmeees—sssaEE

u

- —
' H E*‘ '
i -

Mubarak Al-Kabeer Order during a reception at Bayan Palace on Dec 22, 2024. — Amiri Diwan/KUNA photos

HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-Abdullah
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah meets Indian Prime Minister Modi.

‘Friendly fire’ downs 2 US pilots

WASHINGTON: Two US Navy pilots were shot
down over the Red Sea early Sunday in “an apparent
case of friendly fire”, the US military said. Yemen’s
Iran-backed Houthi rebels said later on Sunday
they had “targeted” the aircraft carrier USS Har-
ry S Truman a day earlier in an operation that led
to “shooting down an F-18 aircraft” and thwarting
“American-Brilish aggression” against Yemen. Unil-
ed States Central Command said late on Saturday
that both US pilots were recovered alive but “initial
assessments indicate that one of the crewmembers
sustained minor injuries”. —AFP
I

Women-only flight to Mashhad

TEHRAN: An Iranian airline conducted a rare wom-
en-only flight on Sunday, landing for the first time in
the holy city of Mashhad in the northeasl. The Aseman
Airlines flight by Shahrzad Shams — one of Iran’s pi-
oneering women pilots — carried 110 passengers on
board. Dubbed the “Iran Banoo” (Iran Lady) flight,
the plane touched down at Hasheminejad Interna-
tional Airport in Mashhad, Iran’s second-largest city
and home to the revered shrine of Imam Reza. “This
is the first time a women-only flight, with both female
passengers and crew, lands in Mashhad,” the official
IRNA news agency said. — AFP
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KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on Sunday decoraled visiling In-
dian Prime Minister Narendra Modi with the presti-
gious Mubarak Al-Kabeer Order in appreciation for
his role in bolstering further the good lies belween
the Republic of India and the State of Kuwait. The
honoring ceremony was held at Bayan Palace.

HH the Amir Sheikh Meshal exchanged pleasant-

Prime Minister Modi.

Sheikh Ahmad Al-Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
also received Prime Minister Modi at Bayan Pal-
ace. An official reception was held for Modi, who
greeted senior officials. On behalf of HH the Amir
Sheikh Meshal, HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah
held a luncheon at Bayan Palace, honoring Prime
Minister Modi and his official delegation.

HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad later held

ries with Prime Minister Modi official talks with Modi, where
during the honoring ceremony, distinguished and deep-rooted
stating: “This is our highest medal bilateral ties, in addition to av-

and you have earned it. We have
maintained bonds with the Republic of India for hun-
dreds of years.” The Indian premier replied: “Your
Highness, this is an honoring for 1.4 billion Indians
and [ dedicate this greal medal to the old friendship
between the Lwo countries. This is assuring as we will
usher a new phase and I will be committed to elevat-
ing the level of our relations.”

HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and HH the Prime Minister
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Syria to control all
weapons, will not
meddle in Lebanon

DAMASCUS: Syria’s new leader Ahmed Al-Sharaa
said Sunday all weapons would come under state con-
trol during a press conference with Turkish Foreign
Minister Hakan Fidan, who urged the lifting of sanc-
tions on Syria. Sharaa said that after upcoming con-
sultations with defense and military officials on a new
structure for the military, armed “factions will begin to
announce their dissolution and enter” the army.

“We will absolutely not allow there to be weapons
in the country outside state control, whether from
the revolutionary factions or the factions present in
the SDF area,” he added, referring Lo the Kurdish-led
Syrian Democralic Forces. Turkey views the main

enues of cooperation to serve
both friendly countries’ best interests, were dis-
cussed. Both sides renewed commitment to de-
velop cooperalion in information technology, en-
ergy technology, healthcare, Al and space. Four
bilateral agreements were also signed. Modi and
his accompanying delegation then departed the
counlry. He was seen ofl al Kuwail International
Airport by HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad
and senior officials. — KUNA

DAMASCUS: Syrian leader Ahmed Al-Sharaa meets Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan (left) and Druze former
leader of Lebanon’s Progressive Socialist Party Walid Jumblatt (right) on Dec 22, 2024. — AFP photos

component of the US-backed force, which controls
swathes of north and northeast Syria, as being linked
Lo the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), its outlawed
domestic foe. “We are working on protecting sects
and minorities from any attacks that occur between
them” and from “external” aclors trying to exploit
the situation “to cause seclarian discord”, Sharaa
added. “Syria is a country for all and we can coexist
together,” he added. Fidan told the press conference
that US president-elect Donald Trump knew better
than Lo conlinue Washington’s backing for the Kurd-
ish-led fighters over supporting the security needs
of its NATO ally Turkey.

“When we look al it from America’s inlerests, as a
mathemalical calculatlion — whether Turkey or a ter-
rorist organization like the PKK is more important —
Mr Trump sees the mathematics immediately,” Fidan
said. The Turkish diplomat said that “the sanctions im-
posed on the previous (Syrian) regime need to be lift-
ed as soon as possible”. “The international community

Continued on Page 6

HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets Indian

Kuwaiti historian Fahad Ghazi Alabduljaleel shows
Prime Minister Modi Kuwait Times’ first edition.

Zionist carnage in
Gaza as hospital
forced to close

GAZA: Gaza’s civil defense agency said on Sunday
Zionist strikes killed at least 28 Palestinians, as the
director ol one of two hospitals still operating in the
territory’s north reported bombardment nearby as the
Zionist enlily ordered the closure and evacualion of
the facility. More than 14 months into the Zionist war,
there was no let-up in the violence in the Gaza Strip
even as Palestinian groups involved in the fighting said
a ceasefire deal was “closer than ever”.

The Zionist entity has faced growing criticism of its
aclions during the war, including from rights groups
accusing it of acts of genocide. Pope Irancis de-
nounced on Sunday the “cruelly” of the Zionisl entli-
Lly’s bombardment, highlighting the deaths of children
and attacks on schools and hospitals in Gaza for the
second time in as many days, while the Zionist entity
accused the pontiff of “double standards”.

On the ground in Gaza, civil agency spokesman
Mahmud Bassal said that at least 13 people were killed
in an air strike on a house in central Gaza’s Deir el-Bal-
ah belonging to the Abu Samra family. An AFP pho-
tographer saw residents searching through the debris
for survivors, while others looked for belongings they
could salvage. In a nearby compound, bodies covered
in blankets were laid on the ground.

“We are... losing loved ones every day,” said Deir
el-Balah resident Naim Al-Ramlawi. “I pray to God
that a truce will be reached soon” and would allow
Gazans Lo finally “live a decent life, instead of this mis-
erable life”, he said. The Zionist military confirmed a
separale strike further north, on a school in Gaza City.

Continued on Page 6
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Kuwaiti, Saudi Interior Ministers
discuss securily cooperation

Sheikh Fahad Al-Yousel briefed on Riyadh Metro prO]ect durmg tour

RIYADH: Kuwait’s Minister of Interior Sheikh Fahad Al-Yousef Saud Al-Sabah meets Saudi Minister of In-
terior Prince Abdulaziz bin Saud bin Nayef bin Abdulaziz in Riyadh on December 22, 2024. — KUNA photos

Sheikh Fahad Al-Yousef and Prince Abdulaziz take
the Riyadh Metro during a tour held to acquaint the
Kuwaiti official with the Saudi transportation project.

Kuwait to review all
disability certificates
to prevent fraud

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Disability Al-
fairs in Kuwait will begin a comprehenme review of
all disability certificales to ensure that beneficiaries
meetl the eligibility criteria outlined in the law. A dis-
ability certificale is an official document issued by
the authorily that certifies an individual as having a
recognized disability. This certificate serves as proof
of the person’s disability status and qualifies them
for various rights, benefits, and services designed to
support individuals with disabilities.

Actling Director General Wala Al-Muhanna con-
firmed that this initiative follows the discovery of nu-
merous cases where individuals received disability cer-
lificales and the associaled benefits withoul justifiable
grounds. These benefits include financial assistance,
healthcare services, and exemptions from certain gov-
ernment fees. Anyone found Lo have oblained a disabil-
ity certificate through false information or fraudulent
documents will face legal consequences, including the
recovery of wrongfully obtained benefits.

The review will be carried out in collaboration
with relevant authorities using an accurate, modern
electronic database to ensure transparency and pre-
cision in identifying eligible cases. Al-Muhanna em-
phasized the Authority’s commitment to upholding
the law with transparency and rigor, aiming to create

KU launches first
of its kind Al, data
science program

KUWAIT: The College of Life Sciences at
IKuwait University announced on Sunday the
launch of the “Data Science and Artificial In-
Lelligence” program, which will begin in the
2025-2026 academic year. This will be the
university’s only specialized program in arti-
ficial intelligence. In a press statement, Act-
ing Dean of the College of Life Sciences, Dr
Nawaf Al-Hajeri, explained that the launch
of this program aligns with the goals ol Ku-
wail Vision 2035, which aims to develop key
sectors and foster technological innovation,
particularly in areas like big data and arti-
ficial intelligence, in response to the global
digital revolution.

Al-Hajeri emphasized that the program
aims Lo equip national cadres with the skills
needed to address future challenges in this
field and to meet the demands of the job
market amidst rapid digital transforma-
tion. He noted that the university’s support
for this program reflects its commitment to
global and local trends toward digital trans-
formation in modern technologies.

The program will play a crucial role in build-
ing a knowledge-based economy and will be a
cornerstone for developing various vital sec-
lors in the country. Al-Hajeri also confirmed
that this program represents a significant step
in enhancing Kuwait University’s position as
a leading educalional institution offering out-
standing academic programs that meet the
needs of local, regional, and international job
markels. The program has been designed ac-
cording Lo the latest global academic standards
and in line with recommendations from aca-
demic organizations specializing in computer
science and arlificial intelligence. — KUNA

RIYADH: Kuwail’s Minister ol Interior Sheikh
Fahad Al-Yousel Saud Al-Sabah held an official
meeting with Saudi Arabia’s Minister of Interi-
or Prince Abdulaziz bin Saud bin Nayef bin Ab-
dulaziz, in the Saudi capital, Riyadh.

According to the Kuwaili Ministry of Interior,
the two sides discussed several security matters
ol mutual interest and reviewed Lhe bilateral co-
operation between the two countries in the secu-
rity sector. They also explored ways to strengthen
and enhance this cooperation and the mechanisms
for coordinating efforls Lo address regional and
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KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Disability Af-

fairs building is seen in this photo. — KUNA

a just and equal society while ensuring full support
for those truly entitled Lo assistance.

People with disabilities in Kuwail are entitled to a
range of free or subsidized services thal enhance their
quality of life. These include free or reduced-cost health-
care, assistive devices such as wheelchairs, hearing aids,
and prosthetics, as well as exemptions from certain gov-
ernment fees. People with disabilities may receive assis-
tance with transportation costs. Additionally, subsidized
housing options are available to help ensure that individ-
uals with disabilities have suitable living arrangements.
These services are part of Kuwait’s efforts to provide
equitable opportunities and reduce financial burdens for
people with disabilities— Agencies
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Monday, December 23, 2024

Officials, including the Kuwaiti and Saudi Interior Ministers tour the Riyadh Metro Station.

international challenges, aiming to ensure security
and stability in both nations.

The two ministers reiterated the deep ties be-
tween Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, emphasizing their
commitment to reinforcing security integration
and continuing joint coordination on various is-
sues of shared concern.

During the visit, Sheikh Fahad, who is also
First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of De-
fense, toured the Rivadh Metro Station and the
city’s modern transport network. He received
a delailed briefing on the technologies used in

Art, education unite
to strengthen Gulf
identity at exhibition

KUWAIT: An exhibition celebrating the vilal role of
teachers in instilling Gulf identity in students opened
on Sunday, drawing the allendance of senior officials,
diplomats, and cultural figures. Minister of Educa-
tion Jalal Al-Tabtabaei said that the “Bigalmi Arsim
Khaleejna” (Sketching Our Gulf) exhibition serves not
only as a creative showcase but also as a powerful
tool to revive the Gulf spirit, connecting the region’s
rich history with its contemporary developments. His
comments were made during the exhibition’s opening
ceremony, organized by the Arab Center for Educa-
tional Research for the Gulf States in collaboration
with the Kuwaili Ministry of Education. The evenl was
also attended by ambassadors, diplomats, and prom-
inent figures, including Sheikh Mubarak Fahad Jaber
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, Director General of the GCC
Joint Program Production Institution.

The exhibition features 175 art works by teachers
from various educational regions in Kuwait, each cap-
turing elements of Gulf heritage, life, professions, and
key landmarks of the region. Dr Mohammed Al-Shari-
ka, Director of the Arab Center for Educational Re-
search for the Gulf States, reiterated the center’s
ongoing commitment to supporting the educational
efforts of GCC countries through policy development,
technical consultations, and events that foster cultural

KUWAIT: Diplomats, including (from left) Chinese Ambassador Zhang Jianwei,
Indonesian Ambassador Lena Maryana, British Ambassador Belinda Lewis, and
US Ambassador Karen Sasahara watch a performance at the Indonesia Winter

Market. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Envoy hopes more
Indonesians join
Kuwait’s workforce

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: The Embassy of Indonesia in Kuwail
hosted the “Indonesia Winter Markel” on Saturday,
featuring traditional dance performances, live music,
and a variely of authentic Indonesian cuisine. On the
sidelines of the event, Ambassador of Indonesia to
Kuwait Lena Maryana said in a statement that this is
an annual event for the Indonesian communily in Ku-
wail laking advanlage of the weather Lo bring their
communily together. “It serves as a small showcase
of Indonesia’s rich culture and culinary heritage, of-
fering everyone a chance to enjoy the diversity of
our traditions,” she said.

The event, which took place on Saturday, was
filled with a variely of aclivities that extended into
the afternoon and evening, offering attendees a
chance to experience and enjoy the vibrant culture
of Indonesia. Although the busy schedule limited the

the metro project, which is considered one of
the key achievements in Saudi Arabia’s public
transportation sector. The tour highlighted the
melro’s essential role in facilitating movement
for citizens and residents, supporting urban
development, and enhancing overall quality of
life. Sheikh Fahad was welcomed al King Khalid
International Airport in Riyadh earlier loday by
Prince Abdulaziz bin Saud, Kuwait’s Ambassa-
dor to Saudi Arabia Sheikh Sabah Nasser Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, and a number of senior se-
curily officials. — KUNA

KUWAIT:

Minister Jalal Al-Tabtabaei opens the
“Bigalmi Arsim Khaleejna” exhibition accompanied
by Sheikh Mubarak Fahad Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
(left) and Dr Mohammed Al-Sharika (right). — KUNA

exchange. The exhibition will remain open until Mon-
day, offering a unique insight into the cultural richness
and unily of the Gulf.

Al-Tabtabaei stressed that art education plays a cru-
cial role in fostering national pride and a sense of be-
longing. He explained that through art, teachers creative-
Iy cultivate Gulf identities in students, encouraging them
to express themselves in ways that celebrate the unity
and shared values of the region. The minister (urther
emphasized the importance of art and education work-
ing together to shape a collective future for the Gulf. Dr
Al-Sharika highlighted the power of art in expressing
cultural identity and bridging different communities
and cultures. He noted that the exhibition not only
showcases the beauty of Gulf heritage but also serves
an educational purpose, helping to build identity and
raise awareness among [uture generations. — KUNA

Performers give the traditional Indonesia dance performances at the event.

number of performances, there was still much to ex-
plore and appreciate throughout the day.

The ambassador also highlighted other import-
ant celebrations held this month, noting that the
Indonesian Christian communily in Kuwail had just
celebrated Christmas. Additionally, the Indonesian
nursing community gathered on December 22 to cel-
ebrate Mother’s Day, as observed in Indonesia.

On the growing relationship between Indonesia
and Kuwail, the Indonesian Ambassador shared that
trade between the Lwo nations contlinues Lo thrive,

with an increasing number of skilled workers con-
tributing to Kuwait’s vital sectors. She added that
the Indonesian communily in Kuwail has grown Lo
around 7,000 people. Ambassador Maryana said
she was oplimistic even more Indonesians will play a
crucial role in Kuwait’s workforce in the future.

The ambassador concluded by saying that the event
reflected the spirit of unity and celebration, highlighting
Indonesia’s rich culture, cuisine, and talent, while fur-
ther strengthening the bonds between the Indonesian
communily and the host country, Kuwail.
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= KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives Indian Prime Minister Narendra

Modi at Bayan Palace.

Monday, December 23, 2024

a HH the Amir Sheikh Meshal decorates Prime Minister Modi with the prestigious Mubarak Al-Kabeer Order.

Kuwaiti leadership fetes Indian PM

Modi’s historic visit strengthens ties ¢ Four bilateral agreements signed

HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets Indian Prime Minister Modi.

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah received al Bayan Palace on Sunday
HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-Abdullah
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and Indian Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, along with his accompanying delegation,
paying an official visil Lo the country.

The Kuwaiti and Indian sides discussed bilateral re-
lations between the two friendly countries and peoples,
means of boosting these ties in various spheres, expand-
ing cooperation, key issues of common concern and latest
developments on the regional and international arenas.
HH the Amir then decorated Modi with the prestigious
Mubarak Al-Kabeer Order.

HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah also received at Bayan Palace on Sunday HH the
Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad and Indian Prime Minister
Modi. The Kuwaiti and Indian sides discussed the relations
between Kuwait and India, means of promoting these ties
and key issues on the regional and international arenas.

HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad also received
Modi and his accompanying delegation. Distinguished
and deep-rooted bilateral ties, in addition to avenues
of cooperation to serve both friendly countries” best
interests, were discussed. Both sides renewed com-
mitment to develop cooperation in information tech-
nology, energy technology, healthcare, Al and space.
An MoU on defense cooperation was signed after the
talks, along with an executive program between the
country’s Public Authority for Sport and the Indian
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Ministry for Youth Affairs and Sports for 2025-2028.

Both sides also inked a cultural exchange program
for 2025-2029 and a framework agreement to form an
alliance for solar power. All documents were signed
by Minister of Foreign Affairs Abdullah Al-Yahya and
his Indian counterpart Dr Subrahmanyam Jaishankar.
The tlalks were altended by a host of Kuwaili Cabinel
members and senior officials, in addition to the Indian
delegation accompanying Modi.

An official reception was held for Modi, who greeted
senior officials, namely First Deputy Prime Minister, Min-
ister of Defense and Minister of Interior Sheikh Fahad Al-
Yousef Al-Sabah, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
State for Cabinet Affairs Sharida Al-Maousherji, Head of
the Prime Minister’s Diwan Abdulaziz Dekheel Al-Dekheel
and adviser at the prime minister’s diwan and the head of
the honorary mission Sheikh Dr Basel Humoud Al-Sabah.

Additionally, the Indian prime minister exchanged
pleasantries with the undersecretary of financial and ad-
ministrative affairs at the prime minister’s diwan Sheikh
Khaled Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Sabah, assistant [oreign
minister for Asia affairs Ambassador Samih Johar Hayal,
Kuwait’s Ambassador to India Meshal Mustafa Al-Shem-
ali, senior commanders of the army, the police, the national
guards and the fire forces, as well as other ranking state
officials. Modi and his accompanying delegation departed
the country later on Sunday. He was seen off al Kuwail
International Airport by HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Ah-
mad and senior officials. — KUNA

HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad sees off Modi at the airport.

Indian PM’s visit to
Kuwait marks new
era of cooperation

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: At a press conference, Arun Kumar
Chatterjee, Secrelary of Consular, Passport and
Visa Division & Overseas Indian Affairs at the In-
dian Ministry of External Affairs, said this historic
visit by Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi will
open a new chapler in the relationship between India
and Kuwait, where both sides have identified several
significant areas of cooperation, and the respective
governments will work towards fulfilling the plans
discussed during this visit.

He said that the two sides discussed cooperation
between India and the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC), with Kuwail now serving as the chair. “In
September, India and the GCC held a strategic di-
alogue led by the minister of external affairs. The

prime minister congratulated Kuwail on assuming
the GCC chairmanship and expressed optimism for
strengthened collaboration belween India and the
GCC under Kuwait's leadership.”

Chatterjee said four bilateral agreements were
signed, saying that the defense agreement will in-
stitutionalize bilateral collaboration in delense. Key
areas ol cooperation include training, exchange of
personnel and experts, joint exercises, cooperation
in the defense industry, supply of defense equipment
and collaboration in research and development.

“Additionally, one of the MOUs was on a cultur-
al exchange program from 2025- 2029 thal aims
to foster greater collaboration in art, music, dance,
literature and theater; preserve cultural heritage;
promote research and development in cultural ar-
cas; and organize festivals. The execulive program
for sports cooperation will strengthen bilateral ties
by encouraging the exchange of sports leaders for
experience sharing, and collaboration in sports med-
icine, management, media and science,” he added.

Chatterjee stressed Kuwail’s membership in
the International Solar Alliance will address the
deployment and scaling of solar energy while
tackling shared challenges, pointing out that this

Al-Sabah

HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad and Indian Prime Minister Modi and senior officials from both sides

hold talks.

Minister of Foreign Affairs Abdullah Al-Yahya and his Indian counterpart Dr S
Jaishankar exchange documents.

collaboration will help member states Lransition
Lo low-carbon growth trajeclories. He said thal
during his visit, Modi also visited a labor camp in
Mina Abdullah of a company that employs approx-
imately 1,500 Indian workers, interacting with the
workers and highlighting his governmenl’s com-
mitment to the welfare of Indian citizens abroad.

Regarding the health and education sectors,
Challerjee said the prime minister expressed gralt-
itude to Kuwait’s leadership for supporting the In-
dian diaspora, which is approximately one million
strong today, and the Kuwaiti side also recognized
the critical role the Indian community plays in Ku-
wail’s development.

“Pharmaceuticals is a crucial area of focus. Both
sides have identified health and pharmaceuticals as
key sectors for cooperation. This could involve in-
vestments from Kuwait in India or an expansion of
the trade basket to boost pharmaceutical exports
from India,” he added. He revealed that to address
sector-specific issues, separate working groups
have been established, where leaders of both coun-
tries agreed that these groups would meet frequent-
ly to explore new areas of cooperation.

“On manpower issues, a joint working group fo-

KUWAIT: Senior Indian officials hold a press confer-
ence on the visit by Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to Kuwait.

cuses on resolving key challenges faced by Indian
workers in Kuwait. These efforts reflect the shared
commitment to improving the welfare of the Indian
community,” Chatterjee concluded.
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KUWAIT: Lebanese Charge d’Affaires Ahmad Arafa and Kuwaiti officials from the
defense and foreign ministries pose for a photo in front of the relief plane.

Monday, December 23, 2024

BEIRUT: Lebanese Minister of Environment Dr Nasser Yassin, Acting Charge d’Af-
faires of the Kuwaiti Embassy in Lebanon Yassin Al-Majed and other senior offi-

cials are seen after the arrival of a Kuwait Air Force plane carrying medical aid
collected by the Lebanese Embassy. — KUNA photos

LLebanon extends heartfelt thanks
to Kuwait for ongoing relief efforts

Medical aid collected by Lebanese Embassy’s donation drive arrives in Beirut

BEIRUT: Lebanese Minister of Envi-
ronment Dr Nasser Yassin expressed
gralitude lo Kuwail on Sunday for ils
continued humanitarian  assistance
to Lebanon amid the ongoing crisis
caused by the Zionist entity’s assault
on the country. He acknowledged that
Kuwait—its leadership, government,
and people—has consistently support-
ed Lebanon in these difficult circum-
stances. Yassin made this statement
during the reception of a Kuwait Air
Force plane at Beirut’'s Rafic Hariri In-
ternational Airport, which was carrying
medical aid collecled by the Lebanese
Embassy in Kuwail as part of a dona-
tion campaign Lo provide medicines Lo
Lebanon.

In his remarks to the Kuwait News
Agency (KUNA), Yassin praised Ku-
wait’s humanitarian efforts, particularly
its support during the recent Zionist ag-
gression, which has led to the displace-
ment of thousands of Lebanese cilizens.
He highlighted the importance of the
aid, which includes medical supplies
and humanitarian relief, with a focus on

Boxes of medical supplies labelled with a sign that reads ‘Kuwait Seeks your Well-be-
ing’ are loaded onto the seventh relief plane as part of the air bridge launched by Kuwait
to provide aid to Lebanon.

Workers unload the medical aid sent to Lebanon from the Kuwait Air Force plane after

its arrival at Beirut’s Rafic Hariri International Airport.

children, women, and pregnant women.
On behalf of the Lebanese govern-
ment, Prime Minister Najib Mikati, and
Health Minister Firass Abiad, Yassin
extended his thanks to the Lebanese
Embassy in Kuwail and the Lebanese
communily there for facilitaling the do-
nation. He emphasized that the support
provided by Kuwait comes with the full

backing and solidarity of the Kuwaiti
governmenl. He also noted that, while
there are still 25 refugee centers in op-
eration, over 110,000 homes have been
destroyed or damaged as a result of the
Zionist occupation’s attacks. Approx-
imately 600,000 displaced people are
in need of continued assistance.

Acling Charge d’Affaires of the
Kuwaili Embassy in Lebanon, Yassin

Al-Majed, informed KUNA that the
plane carrying this shipment marks the
seventh mission of the Kuwaiti Air Force,
which has been transporting medical
supplies from the Lebanese Embassy
in Kuwait. Al-Majed explained that this
shipment is part of the “Kuwait Seecks
‘our Well-being” campaign, a donation
initiative organized by the Lebanese
Embassy in Kuwait from December 6

to 8. The supplies will be handed over
lo Lebanon’s Higher Relief Commission
for distribution.

Kuwait has been providing ongoing
support to Lebanon through an airlift
program, facilitating the delivery of
aid lto address the needs resulting from
the escalaling conflict. Lebanon began
implementing a ceasefire agreement
with the Zionisl enlily on November

27, following military operations that
began since Oclober 2023 in the south
and along the border with the occupied
Palestinian territories. The conflict fur-
ther expanded in September, when the
Zionist entity launched extensive air-
strikes on several Lebanese areas, re-
sulting in signilicant loss of life and the
displacement of hundreds of thousands
of people. — KUNA

Kuwaiti and Thai officials pose for a phot

Kuwait, Thailand hold
first round of political
consultations

BANGKOK: Kuwait and Thailand held their first
round of political consultations in the Thai capital,
Bangkok. Both sides agreed Lo enhance their com-
prehensive strategic partnership across all areas.
The Kuwaiti side was led by the Assistant Foreign
Minister for Asian Affairs Ambassador Samech Jo-
har Hayat, while the Thai side was headed by Deputy
Permanent Secretary for Foreign Affairs of Thailand
Paisan Rupanichkij.

Hayat, in a phone call with Kuwait News Agency

T \ \

BANGKOK: Kuwaiti Assistant Foreign Minister for
Asian Affairs Ambassador Sameeh Hayat poses for
a photo with Deputy Permanent Secretary for For-
eign Affairs of Thailand Paisan Rupanichkij.

during their meeting in Bangkok. — KUNA photos

(KUNA), said the meelings were held in a [riendly
atmosphere, reflecting the historical significance of
the distinguished bilateral relations between the two
countries, which have lasted for 61 years. He noled
that the views exchanged during the discussions
were largely aligned with the Thai side.

The meeting addressed the strong and growing
strategic relations between the two nalions and ex-
plored ways to enhance and develop cooperation
in various fields. Additionally, both sides exchanged
views on a number of regional and international is-
sues of mutual interest. During the first round of con-
sultations, both sides also discussed bilateral issues
and ways lo activate economic, investment, trade,
and technological links. They agreed to expand co-
operation and coordination across all areas, pushing
the bilateral relationship to new heights.

Both sides also exchanged views on develop-
ments in the Middle East and Northeast Asia, es-
pecially in terms of coordination and cooperation in
international forums, particularly the United Nations.

The two sides emphasized the importance of
mainlaining regular consullations belween their
foreign ministries. They also agreed to explore the
delails of establishing a comprehensive stralegic
partnership in various sectors, including economic,
trade, investment, health, cultural, scientific, artistic,
academic, renewable energy, oil, and petrochemicals.
This step is seen as crucial for enhancing energy se-
curity and stabilizing its cost.

Both countries also expressed their joint am-
bitions to continue expanding their distinguished
economic partnership, focusing on areas of mutual
interest and shared capabilities. They highlighted the
importance of the health sector as a priority for de-
velopment and cooperation, particularly in exchang-
ing expertise to foster growth, sustainability, and
global competitiveness. — KUNA

Polio lab achieves
100% efficiency rating
in 2024 WHO test

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Health announced that
the Polio Reference Laboratory, part of the Pub-
lic Health Department, has achieved a 100 percent
efficiency rating in molecular PCR tests for 2024,
as part of the World Health Organization’s (WHO)
proficiency testing program.

Dr Sarah Al-Qabandi, Head of the Public
Health Laboratories Department, stated that this
achievement underscores Kuwail’s ongoing par-
ticipation in global efforts to combat polio and
reflects the country’s commitment to maintaining
high standards in public health. She noted that the
rating is an indication of the laboratory’s adher-
ence to international diagnostic standards, en-
suring the accuracy and reliability of test results
in the fight against polio. Dr Al-Qabandi added
that this result highlights the laboratory’s ability
to stay current with scientific developments and
apply them effectively, supporting global efforls
to eradicate polio.

She also acknowledged the support from Health
Minister Dr Ahmad Al-Awadhi and Undersecre-
tary Dr Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi in facilitating the
necessary resources to maintain high standards in
the laboratory. This support, she noted, is part of
Kuwail’s broader commitment to achieving glob-
al health goals. The Polio Reference Laborato-
ry plays a key role in confirming polio cases and
monitoring the spread of the virus through envi-
ronmental and human samples. It also provides
valuable data on virus strains, which inform vacci-
nation and eradication strategies at the global lev-
el. Dr Al-Qabandi concluded by thanking all those

Kuwait inflation up
by 2.36%: KCSB

KUWAIT: Kuwail’s consumer price index (infla-
tion), on an annual basis, grew by 2.36 percent in
November 2023, according to the Kuwait Cen-
tral Stalistical Bureau (KCSB). In a stalemenl lo
ICUNA on Sunday, KCSB said that the inflation
rate rose by 0.15 percent in November compared
to October 2023. The annual inflation increase
was attributed to higher prices in key sectors,
including clothing, food, education, and furnish-
ings, while transportation costs saw a decline.
The report also shows a 4.66 percent increase
in the “food and beverages” group in November
compared to the same month in 2023, the “Cig-
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KUWAIT: Technicians prepare samples for tests and
take notes at the Ministry of Health’s Polio Refer-
ence Laboratory. — KUNA photos

involved in the laboratory and the Public Health
Department for their continued efforts to support
the global fight against polio. — KUNA

arelle and Tobacco” group saw marginal annual
increase of 0.15 percent. Prices of the “clothing”
group rose by 5.54 percent, while the “Housing
Services” group saw 0.57 percent increase, as
well as “Household Furnishings” group record-
ed a 4.05 percent rise. The “Health” group saw
a 4.20 percent increase, while the “Transporta-
Llion” showed 1.89 percent decrease. Meanwhile,
the “Communication” group recorded a 0.88
percent annual increase, and “Recreation and
Culture” group rose by 2.42 percent. The “Edu-
cation” group saw a 0.79 percent rise, with the
“Reslaurants and Holels” group recording a 2.05
percent increase. The “Miscellaneous Goods and
Services” group recorded a 5.54 percent annual
rise. Excluding the “Food and Beverages” group,
Kuwail’s inflation rate rose by 1.87 percent in
November 2023 on a yearly basis. — KUNA



Intérna

MONDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2024

Established 1961

tional

Minorities fear targeted attacks in post-revolution Bangladesh

In ruined homes,
Palestinians recall
Assad regime’s torture
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Nuns hold up Nativity Scene figurines of baby Jesus during the traditional blessing of figurines as part of the pope’s Sunday Angelus prayer before Christmas in Saint Peter’s square at the Vatican on December 22, 2024. — AFP

Pope again condemns ‘cruelty’
of Zionist entlity’s strikes on Gaza

Pontifl laments children being machine-gunned, bombings of hospitals and schools

VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis doubled down Sun-
day on his condemnation of Zionist enlily’s strikes
on the Gaza Strip, denouncing their “cruelty” for the
second time in as many days despile Zionist entity
accusing him of “double standards”.

“And with pain I think of Gaza, of so much cru-
elty, of the children being machine-gunned, of the
bombings of schools and hospitals. What cruelty,”
the pope said after his weekly Angelus prayer.

It comes a day after the 88-year-old Argentine
lamented a Zionisl enlily airstrike that killed sev-
en children from one family on Iriday, according
to Gaza’s rescue agency. “Yesterday children were
bombed. This is cruelty, this is not war,” the pope
told members of the government of the Holy See.

His remarks on Saturday prompted a sharp re-
sponse [rom Zionist entity. A Zionist entity foreign

Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
greets visitors as he makes a speech in Tehran
on December 22, 2024. — AFP

Khamenei: Iran does
not have or need
regional proxy forces

TEHRAN: Iran’s supreme leader denied Sun-
day that militant groups around the region
functioned as Tehran’s proxies, warning that if
his country chose to “take action”, it would not
need them anyway. The remarks came after a
year in which Iran-backed Hezbollah in Leba-
non and Hamas in Gaza sulfered heavy losses
in wars with Zionisl enlily, and Llwo weeks after
the fall of Syrian president Bashar Al-Assad,
who had been a key link in Tehran’s so-called
axis of resistance.

Another spoke of that axis, Yemen’s Houthi
rebels, have been repeatedly targeted by the
United States and Britain over their attacks on
Red Sea shipping lanes, launched in solidarity
with Palestinians. “The Islamic Republic does
not have a proxy force. Yemen fights because
it has faith. Hezbollah fights because the pow-
er of faith draws it into the field. Hamas and
(the Islamic) Jihad fight because their beliels
compel them to do so. They do not act as our
proxy,” supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei told a group of visitors in Tehran. “They
(the Americans) keep saying that the Islamic
Republic has lost its proxy forces in the re-
gion! This is another mistake,” he said, adding:
“If one day we want Lo lake aclion, we do nol
need a proxy force.”

Earlier this month, Syrian rebels’ lightning
push to Damascus from their strongholds in the
northwest ended the decades-long rule of As-
sad’s family, which had been an ally of Tehran.
Khamenei predicted “the emergence of a strong,
honorable group” in Syria, saying the country’s
young men had “nothing Lo lose.”— AFP

ministry spokesman described Francis’s interven-
tion as “particularly disappointing as they are
disconnected from the true and factual context of
Zionist entity’s fight against jihadist terrorism—a
multi-front war that was forced upon it starling on
October 7.” “Enough with the double standards
and the singling out of the Jewish state and its peo-
ple,” he added.

“Cruelty is terrorists hiding behind children while
trying lo murder Zionist enlily children; cruelty is
holding 100 hoslages for 442 days, including a baby
and children, by terrorists and abusing them,” the Zi-
onist enlily statement said. This was a reference Lo
the Hamas Palestinian militants who attacked Zion-
ist entity, killed many civilians and took hostages on
October 7, 2023, triggering the Gaza war.

Gaza’s civil defense rescue agency reported that

US strikes Houthi
targets in Yemen

SANAA: The Uniled Staltes on Saturday said it
struck targets in Yemen’s rebel-held capital, hours
after a Houthi rebel missile wounded people in Zi-
onist commercial hub Tel Aviv. The missile, which
wounded 16 people, was the second such attack in
two days.

Among the largels of US forces was a rebel mis-
sile storage cenler and a “command-and-control
facility,” the US Central Command (CENTCOM)
said in a stalement. American forces also shol down
multiple Houthi drones and an anti-ship cruise mis-
sile over the Red Sea, it said, shorlly after the rebels’
Al-Masirah TV channel reported that an “aggres-
sion” had largeled the Atlan district of Sanaa, blam-
ing Weslern forces. American and Brilish [orces have
repeatedly struck rebel targets in Yemen this year
in response to Houthi attacks on shipping in Red
Sea-arca waters vital to global trade.

Zionist entity has also previously struck back,
including against ports and energy [lacilities, after
rebel attacks against its territory. The Iran-backed
Houthi rebels had claimed responsibility for the Sat-
urday strike on Zionisl enlily, saying they direclted
a ballistic missile al “a military largel of the Zionist
enlity enemy”. The Zionist military said it failed to
intercept the missile, forcing many residents to leave

Syrian Kurdishgroups
on the back foot as
power balance shifts

QAMISHLI, Syria/BEIRUT/ANKARA: With hos-
tile Turkish-backed groups mobilizing against them
in Syria’s north, and Damascus ruled by a group
friendly to Ankara, Syria’s main Kurdish faclions are
on the back foot as they seek to preserve political
gains carved oul during 13 years of war. Parl of a
stateless cthnic group straddling Iraq, Iran, Turkey,
Armenia and Syria, Kurds have so far been among the
few winners of the Syrian conflict, controlling near-
ly a quarter of the country and leading a powerful
armed group that is a key US ally in countering Is-
lamic State. But the power balance has tilted against
them since the Islamist group Hayat Tahrir AI-Sham
(HTS) swept into Damascus this month, toppling
President Bashar al-Assad, two analysts and a se-
nior Western diplomat told Reuters.

The seismic change in Syria is expected to yield
deeper Turkish sway just as a change of US admin-
istration is raising questions over how long Wash-

a Zionisl enlily air strike had killed 10 members of a
family on kriday in the northern part of the territo-
ry, including seven children. The Zionist entity mil-
itary told AFP it had struck “several terrorists who
were operating in a military structure belonging to
the Hamas organization and posed a threat to IDF
(army) troops operating in the area”.

It added that “the reported number of casualties
resulting from the strike does not align with the in-
formation” the army held.

The mounting criticisms of Zionist entity appear
to mark a change in the pope’s tone in recent weeks.
He has consistently called for peace since the be-
ginning of the Zionist enlily-Hamas war more than
14 months ago. But at the end of November, Francis
denounced “the invader’s arrogance” in Ukraine as
in “Palestine”, a contrast with the Holy See’s mod-

ern tradition of neutrality. He has recently published
a book in which the pope calls for scrutiny over
whether the situation in Gaza “corresponds to the
Lechnical definition” of genocide, an accusation firm-
ly rejected by Zionisl entity.

At the end of September the Argentine Jesuit also
criticized Zionist entity’s “immoral” use of force in
Gaza and in Lebanon, where Zionist entity launched
an offensive against Hamas’ fellow Iran-backed ally
Hezbollah. Since 2013 the Valican has recognized the
State of Palestine, with which it maintains diplomatic
relations, and it supports the two-state solution. At
least 45,259 Palestinians have been killed in Zionist
entity’s military campaign in the Palestinian territory,
the majority of them civilians, according to data from
the health ministry in Gaza. Those figures are taken
as reliable by the United Nations. — AFP

Officials from the Sanaa-based Houthi-led government and members of a delegation of the UNMHA (UN Mis-
sion to support the Hodeida Agreement) inspect a damaged vessel at a site hit by Zionist forces in the port
of Hodeida on the Red Sea on December 21, 2024. — AFP

their homes in the early hours. Houthis have repeat-
edly launched missiles against Zionist entily in sol-
idarity with the Palestinians since the war in Gaza
began more than a year ago. Most of them have
been intercepted. “One projectile launched from
Yemen was identified and unsuccessful interception
attempts were made,” after alert sirens sounded, the
Zionist entity military said on its Telegram channel.
In a later statement, the military said Zionist civilians

ington will keep backing the country’s Kurdish-led
forces. For Turkey, the Kurdish factions represent a
national securily threal. Ankara views them as an
extension of the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK),
which has been waging an insurgency against the
Turkish state since 1984 and is deemed a terrorist
group by Turkey, the United States and other pow-
ers. The Syrian Kurdish groups “are in deep, deep
trouble”, said Aron Lund, a fellow at Century Inter-
nalional, a US-based think lank.

“The balance has shifted fundamentally in Syria Lo
the advantage of Turkey-backed or Turkey-aligned
factions, and Turkey seems determined to exploit
this to the fullest.” The shift has been reflected
in renewed fighting for control of the north, where
Turkey-backed armed groups known as the Syrian
National Army (SNA) have made military advances
against the Kurdish-led Syrian Democralic Forces
(SDF). Fanar Al-Kait, a senior official in the Kurd-
ish-led regional administration, told Reuters that the
ousler of Assad, whose Arab nationalist Baath Parly
oppressed Kurds for decades, presented a chance to
stitch the fragmented country back together. He said
the administration is ready for dialogue with Turkey,
but the conflict in the north showed Ankara had “very
bad intentions”. “This will certainly push the region
towards ... a new conflict,” he added. — Reuters

had been “deliberately targeted”.

It stressed the country’s “aerial defense is not
hermelic” so Zionist enlity should follow security
instructions. “I was at home and heard a loud explo-
sion. I immediately went to the scene and saw signif-
icanl blast damage Lo nearby buildings,” medic Yosel
Kourdi was quoted as saying in a statement released
by Zionist enlily’s emergency medical service, Ma-
gen David Adom (MDA). — AFP
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In ruined homes, Palestinians
recall Assad regime’s torture

Only 8,160 people still clinging to life in the ruins of Damascus suburb

YARMUK, Syria: School lessons ended in Syria’s
biggest Palestinian refugee camp on October 18, 2012,
judging by the date still chalked up on the board more
than a decade later. “I am playing football”; “She is eat-
ing an apple”; “The boys are flying a kile” are wrillen
in English. Outside, the remaining children in the Da-
mascus suburb of Yarmuk now play among the shat-
tered ruins left by Syria’s years of civil war. And as the
kids chase through clouds of concrete dust, a torture
victim—freed from jail this month when rebels toppled
Bashar Al-Assad’s government—hobbles through the
rubble. “Since I left the prison until now, I sleep one
or two hours max,” 30-year-old Mahmud Khaled Ajaj
told AFP.

Since 1957, Yarmuk has been a 2.1-square-kilometre
(519-acre) “refugee camp” for Palestinians displaced
by the founding of the modern Zionist entity. Like sim-
ilar camps across the Middle East, over the decades it
has become a dense urban communily of mulli-storey
concrele housing blocks and businesses. According Lo
the United Nations agency for Palestinian refugees,
UNRWA, at the start of Syria’s conflict in 2011 it was
home Lo 160,000 reglstered refugees.

Rebellion, air strikes and a siege by government
forces had devaslaled the area and left by Septem-
ber this year only 8,160 people still clinging to life in
the ruins. With Assad’s fall, more may return to reopen
the damaged schools and mosques, but many like Ajaj
will have terrible tales to tell of Assad’s persecution.
The former Free Syrian Army rebel fighter spent seven
years in government cuslody, most of il al the nolorious
Saydnaya prison, and was only released when Assad’s
rule ended on December 8.

Angry questions in
Germany after
market attack

BERLIN: The German government faced growing
questions Sunday about whether more could have been
done to prevent the Christmas market car-ramming at-
tack that killed five people and injured over 200. The
Saudi suspect, 50-year-old psychiatrist and anti-Islam
activist Taleb Al-Abdulmohsen, had made online death
threals against German cilizens and had a history of
quarrelling with state authorities.

News magazine Der Spiegel, citing security sourc-
es, said the Saudi secret service had warned Germany’s
spy agency BND a year ago about a tweet in which
Abdulmohsen threatened Germany would pay a “price”
for its treatment of Saudi refugees. And in August Ab-
dulmohsen wrole on social media: “Is there a path to
justice in Germany without blowing up a German em-
bassy or randomly slaughtering German cilizens?... If
anyone knows it, please let me know.”

Die Welt daily reported, also citing security sources,
that German state and federal police had carried out a
“risk assessmenl” on Abdulmohsen last year bul con-
cluded that he posed “no specific danger”.

Chancellor Olaf Scholz has condemned the “terri-
ble, insane” allack Friday in the city of Magdeburg and
made a call for national unity amid high political ten-
sions as Germany heads towards elections on February
23. But as German media dug into Abdulmohsen’s past,
and invesligalors gave away litlle, criticism rained down
from the far-right and far-left parties already bitterly
opposed to the Scholz government.

The far-right A[D’s parliamentary head Bernd Bau-
mann demanded Scholz call a special session of the
Bundeslag on the “desolale” securily siluation, arguing
that “this is the least that we owe the victims”.

And the head of the far-left BSW party, Sahra Wa-
genknecht, demanded that Interior Minister Nancy
Faeser explain “why so many tips and warnings were
ignored beforehand”. Mass-circulation daily Bild
asked: “Why did our police and intelligence services
do nothing, even though they had the Saudi on their

France awails
appointment of
new government

PARIS: France awaited the appointment of a new
government lo lead the country out of its political
crisis, with President Emmanuel Macron expected to
hold talks with his new prime minister on Sunday.
France’s Prime Minister Francois Bayrou, appointed
on December 13, is racing to name a new government
by Christmas. Macron, who earlier Sunday returned to
Paris after a visit Lo cyclone-devastated Mayollte and
East Africa, “definitely” planned to meet with Bayrou

Ajaj’s face is slill paler than those of his neighbors,
who are lanned [rom silling outside ruined homes, and
he walks awkwardly with a back brace after years of
beatings. At one point, a prison doctor injected him
in the spine and partly paralyzed him—he thinks on
purpose—but what really haunts him was the hunger
in his packed cell. “My neighbors and relatives know
that I had little food, so they bring me food and fruit.
[ don't sleep if the food is not next to me. The bread,
especially the bread,” he said. “Yesterday, we had bread
leftovers,” he said, relishing being outside after his win-
dowless group cell, and ignoring calls from his family to
come Lo see a concerned aunt.

“My parents usually keep them for the birds to feed
them. I told them: ‘Give part of them to the birds and
keep the rest for me. Even if they are dry or old I want
them for me’.” As Ajaj spoke to AFP, two passing Pales-
tinian women paused to see il he had any news of miss-
ing relalives since Syria’s ousled leader fled Lo Russia.
The International Committee of the Red Cross has doc-
umented more than 35,000 cases of disappearances
under Assad’s rule.

Ajaj’s ordeal was extreme, but the entire Yarmuk
community has suffered on the frontline of Assad’s
war for survival, with Palestinians roped into fighting
on both sides. The gravevard is cratered by air strikes.
Families struggle to find the tombs of their dead amid
the devastation. The scars left by mortar strikes dot
empty basketball courts. Here and there, bulldozers are
trying Lo shift rubble and the homeless lry Lo scavenge
re-usable debris. Some find work, but others struggle
with trauma. Haitham Hassan al-Nada, a lively and wild-
eyed 28-year-old, invited an AFP reporter to run his
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-. Haitham Hassan Al- Nada, 28, poses before | destroyed apartment building in the Yarmuk camp for Palestm-

ian refugees south of Damascus. — AFP

hand over lumps he says are bullets still lodged in his
skull and hands.

His father, a local trader, supports him and his wife
and two children after Assad’s forces shol him and left
him for dead as a deserler from the government side.

Nada told AFP he fled service because, as a Pales-
tinian, he did not think he should have to serve in Syrian
forces. He was caught and shot multiple times, he said.

Members of Magdeburg’s fire department stand at a makeshift memorial outsrde the Johanniskirche (Jo-
_ hannes Church), near the site of a car-ramming attack on a Christmas market in Magdeburg, eastern Germa-
ny, on December 22, 2024. — AFP

radar?... And why were the tips from Saudi Arabia ap-
parently ignored?”

It charged that “German authorities usually only find
oul aboul attack plans in time when foreign services
warn them” and called for sweeping reforms after the
election for a complete “turnaround in internal securi-
ty”. Magdeburg has been in deep mourning over the
mass carnage Iriday evening that killed four women
and a nine-year-old child. Of the 205 injured, around 40
were in crilical condition, with doclors fighting Lo save
their lives. Surgeons have worked around the clock, and
one health worker told local media of “blood on the
floor everywhere, people screaming, lots of painkillers
being administered”.

Police and prosecutors cautioned they were at the
beginning of their investigation into what motivated the
attack. Abdulmohsen, who was arrested at the scene
next to the heavily damaged car, referred to himself as
“a Saudi atheist” in an unpublished interview with AFP

in the afternoon, said a source close to the French
president.

News of Bayrou’s cabinet picks could come as ear-
ly as Sunday. The appointment of a new government
was less likely to occur on Monday, when France will
observe a national day of mourning for the victims of
the disaster in the Indian Ocean archipelago of Mayo-
tte, where at least 35 people were killed.

Bayrou, the 73-year-old head of the centrist Mo-
Dem group, which is allied to Macron’s party, pressed
ahead with consultations over the weekend. “We are
making progress,” Marc Fesneau of the MoDem group
said in an interview with La Tribune Dimanche, con-
firming that the full makeup of the government should
be presented “in one go” and “before Christmas”.

Bayrou’s most immediate priority is to make sure
his government survives a no-confidence vote and
passes a budget for next year. He is hoping to bring in

from 2022. As an activist, he helped women flee Gulf
countries, and has in the past complained that German
authorities were not doing enough to help them. At the
same lime, he has crilicized the entry of other Muslim
migrants and war refugees to Germany and backed
conspiracy theories about the planned “Islamization”
of Europe. A harsh critic of Germany’s past welcome to
many Muslim migrants, he wrote on the platform X that
he wished ex-chancellor Angela Merkel could be jailed
for life or executed.

In previous brushes with the law, he was first fined
by a court in the city of Rostock in 2013 for “disturbing
the public peace by threatening to commit crimes”, ac-
cording to Der Spiegel. This year he was investigated in
Berlin for the “misuse of emergency calls” after arguing
with police at a station in Berlin. He had been on sick
leave since late October from his workplace, a clinic
near Magdeburg that treats offenders with substance
addiction problems.—AFP

high-profile figures from the left, right and center in a
bid to protect his government from possible censure.
By conlrast, the minorily government of Bayrou’s
predecessor, Michel Barnier, had leaned on support
from Macron’s centrist camp and his own conservative
Les Republicains party, and the acquiescence of the
far-right of Marine Le Pen. But earlier this month the
far right and left wing joined forces to eject Barnier
from office, making his the shortest stint as prime min-
ister in France’s Filth Republic, which began in 1958.
Barnier was brought down over his failure to win
support for a budget to shore up France’s shaky fi-
nances with spending cuts and tax rises to reduce the
deficit. The fate of top posts remained uncertain but
former prime minister Elisabeth Borne and former in-
terior minister Gerald Darmanin have been mentioned
as possible members of Bayrou’s team. Conservative
Interior Minister Bruno Relailleau, who has vowed to

“They called my mother after they ‘killed’ me, so she
went to the airport road, towards Najha. They told her
“This is the dog’s body, the deserter’,” he said. “They
didn’t wash my body, and when she was kissing me to
say goodbye before they buried me, suddenly and by
God’s power, it’s unbelievable, I took a deep breath.”
After Nada was released from hospital, he returned to
Yarmuk and found a scene of devastation. — AFP

In Zionist-occupied
south Syria, villagers
feel abandoned

QUNEITRA, Syria: In the towns and villages of
southern Syria that Zionist entity has occupied since
the overthrow of longtime strongman Bashar Al-As-
sad, soldiers and residents size each other up from
a distance.

The main street of the village of Jabata al-Kha-
shab is largely deserted as a foot patrol of Zionist
entitly troops passes through it. Most villagers have
cloistered themselves inside their homes since the
troops arrived. A few look on through windows and
from rooftops. It is the same story in nearby Baath
City, named for the now suspended political party
that ran Syria for more than 60 years until Assad’s
ouster by Islamist-led rebels earlier this month.

The town’s main street has been heavily damaged
by the passage of a column of Zionist tanks. The street
furniture has been reduced to mangled melal, and bro-
ken off branches from roadside trees litter the highway.

“Look at all the destruction the Zionist entity
lanks have caused Lo our streets and road signs,” said
51-year-old doctor Arsan Arsan. “People around here
are very angry about the Zionist entity incursion. We
are for peace, but on condition that Zionist entity pulls
back to the armistice line.”

Zionist entity announced on December 8 that its
troops were crossing the armistice line and were occu-
pying the UN-patrolled buffer zone that has separated
Zionist enlily and Syrian forces on the strategic Go-
lan Heights since 1974. The announcement, which was
swiftly condemned by the United Nations, came the
same day that the rebels entered Damascus.

Zionisl enlily said it was a delensive measure
prompted by the security vacuum created by the As-
sad government’s abrupt collapse. Zionist entity troops
swiftly occupied much of the buffer zone, including the
summit of Syria’s highest peak, Mount Hermon. The Zi-
onist entity military has since confirmed that its troops
have also been operating beyond the bulfer zone in
other parts of southwest Syria.—AFP

crack down on illegal immigration, was expected to
keep his job. Bayrou had said Retailleau “had found
directions that responded to what part of public opin-
ion was demanding”.

France has been mired in deadlock since Macron
gambled on snap elections this summer in the hopes
of bolstering his authority. The move backfired, with
volers returning a parliament fractured between three
rival blocs. Many commentators are already predict-
ing Bayrou’s premiership will be short-lived.

Bayrou is the sixth prime minister of Macron’s
mandalte, and the fourth of 2024. Each has served for
a shorter period than the last. Bayrou has endured a
tumultuous first week as premier, not least after facing
a barrage of criticism [or allending a Lown hall meeling
in the Pyrenees cily of Pau, of which he remains may-
or, while Mayotte was grappling with the catastrophic
aftermath of Cyclone Chido. —AFP

Zionist carnage in
Gaza as hospital...

Continued from Page 1

Bassal said that eight people including four chil-
dren were killed in the attack on the school, which
had been repurposed as a shelter for Palestinians
displaced by the war. AFP images showed the dam-
aged school building where mangled concrele slabs
and iron beams lay strewn amid patches of blood.
Bassal said in a stalement thal an overnight strike
killed three people in Rafah, in the south. And a drone
strike early on Sunday hit a car in Gaza City, killing
four pcoplc the qpokcsman added. The armed wings
of Hamas and the allied Islamic Jihad group said they
killed many Zionist soldiers. Meanwhile, the Zionist
enlily ordered the closure and evacuation on Sunday

of one of the last hospitals still partly funclioning in
a besieged area on the northern edge of the Gaza
Strip, forcing medics to search for a way to bring
hundreds of patients and staff to safety. The head of
the Kamal Adwan hospital in Beit Lahia, Husam Abu
Salfiya, told Reuters thal obeying the order Lo shut
down was “next to impossible” because there were
not enough ambulances to get patients out.

“We currently have nearly 400 civilians inside
the hospital, including babies in the neonatal unit,
whose lives depend on oxygen and incubators.
We cannot evacuate these patients safely without
assistance, equipment, and time,” said Abu Safiva.
“We are sending this message under heavy bom-
bardment and direct largeling of the fuel lanks,
which if hit will cause a large explosion and mass
casualties of the civilians inside,” he said. Abu Safi-
va said the military had ordered patients and staff
to be evacuated to another hospital where condi-
tions are even worse. — Agencies

Syria to control all
weapons, will not...

Continued from Page 1

needs to mobilize to help Syria get back on its feet
and for the displaced people Lo return,” he added.

Regional powerhouse Saudi Arabia is also in direct
contact with Syria’s new authorities, having supported
the opposition to Assad for years during Syria’s civil
war, and will send a delegation to the country soon,
Syria’s ambassador in Riyadh said. During his meeling
with visiling Lebanese Druze chiels Walid and Tay mur
Jumblatt, Sharaa said Syria will no longer exert “nega-
Live interference in Lebanon at all”.

He added that Damascus “respects Lebanon’s sov-
ereignty, the unity of its territories, the independence
of its decisions and its security stability”. Syria “will

stay at equal distance [rom all” in Lebanon, Sharaa
added, acknowledging that Syria has been a “source of
[ear and anxiely” for the country.

Walid Jumblall, long a fierce crilic of Assad and
his father Hafez who ruled Syria before him, arrived
in Damascus Sunday at the head of a delegation of
lawmakers from his parliamentary bloc and Druze
religious figures. The Druze religious minority is
spread across Lebanon, Syria and the Zionist en-
tity. He met with Sharaa at the presidential palace,
where the new Syrian leader wore a suil and lie in-
stead of the olive-green military shirt he sported
]uql dave ago.

Walid Jumblall accuses the former Syrian author-
itles of having assassinaled his father in 1977 during
Lebanon’s civil war. The Syrian army entered Lebanon
in 1976, only leaving in 2005 after enormous pressure
following the assassination of former prime minister
Rafic Hariri, a killing attributed to Damascus and its
ally, Lebanon’s Iran-backed Hezbollah group. — AFP
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Minorities fear targeted attacks
in post-revolution Bangladesh

Attacks on minorities on the rise after ouster of Hasina regime

DHAKA: For generations, the small
Hindu temple outside the capital in
Muslim-majority Bangladesh was a
quiet place to pray—before arsonists
ripped open its roofl this month in the
latest post-revolution unrest. It is only
one of a string of attacks targeting re-
ligious minorities since a student-led
uprising toppled long-time autocratic
leader Sheikh Hasina in AugustL.

“We don't feel safe,” said Hindu dev-
olee Swapna Ghosh in the village of
Dhour, where attackers broke into the
50-year-old family temple to the god-
dess Lakshmi and set fire to its trea-
sured idols on December 7. “My son
saw the flames and doused them quick-
ly,” said temple custodian Ratan Kumar
Ghosh, 55, describing how assailants
knew to avoid security cameras, so they
tore its tin roof open to enter.

“Otherwise, the temple—and us—
would have been reduced to ashes.”
Hindus make up aboul eight percent of
the mainly Muslim nation of 170 mil-
lion people. In the chaotic days follow-
ing Hasina’s August 5 ouster there was
a string of attacks on Hindus—seen by
some as having backed her rule—as
well as attacks on Muslim Sufi shrines
by Islamist hardliners.

“Neither 1, my forefathers or the
villagers, regardless of their [aith,
have ever witnessed such communal
attacks,” temple guardian Ghosh told
AFP. “These incidents break harmony
and trust.”

Hasina, 77, fled by helicopter to In-
dia, where she is hosted by old allies
in New Delhi’s Hindu-nationalist gov-
ernmenl, infurialing Bangladeshis de-
termined that she face trial for alleged
“mass murder”. Attacks against Hindu
temples are not new in Bangladesh,

Hindu devotees sit at Dhakeshwari Temple in Dhaka. — AFP

and rights activist Abu Ahmed Faijul
Kabir said the violence cannot be re-
garded oul of contexL.

Under Hasina, Hindus had sought
protection from the authorities. That
meant her opponents viewed them as
partisan loyalists. “If you analyze the
past decade, there has not been a sin-
gle year without attacks on minorilies,”
Kabir said, from the Dhaka-based
rights group Ain o Salish Kendra. This
year, from January lo November, the
organizalion recorded 118 incidents of
communal violence largeling Hindus.
August saw a peak of 63 incidents,
including two deaths. In November,
there were seven incidents.

While that is significantly more than
last year—when the group recorded
22 attacks on minorities and 43 inci-
dents of vandalism—previous years
were more violent. In 2014, one per-

son was killed, two women were raped,
255 injured, and 247 temples attacked.
In 2016, seven people were killed.
“The situation has not worsened, but
there’s been no progress either,” said
businessman and Hindu devotee Chandan
Saha, 59. Political rulers had repeatedly
“used minorities as pawns”, Saha added.
The caretaker government has
urged calm and promised increased
securily, and accused Indian media
of spreading disinformation about the
status of Hindus in Bangladesh. Dha-
ka’s inlerim government this month
expressed shock at a call by a lead-
ing Indian politician—chief minister
of India’s Wesl Bengal state Mamata
Banerjee—to deploy UN peacekeep-
ers. Hefazat-e-Islam, an association
of Islamic seminaries, has led public
protests against India, accusing New
Delhi of a campaign aimed at “propa-

galing hate” against Bangladesh. India
rejects the charges.

Religious relations have been tur-
bulent, including widespread unrest in
November in clashes between Hindu
protesters and security forces. That
was lriggered by the killing of a law-
ver during protests because bail was
denied for an outspoken Hindu monk
accused of allegedly disrespecting the
Bangladeshi flag during a rally. Ban-
gladeshi Islamist groups have been
emboldened Lo Lake Lo the streels after
years of suppression.

Muslim  Sufi  worshippers as
well as members of the Baul mystic
sect—branded heretics by some Is-
lamists—have also been threatened.
“There’s been a wave of vandalism,”
said Syed Tarik, a devolee docu-
menting such incidents. Muhammad
Yunus, the 84-year-old Nobel Peace
Prize winner appointed the country’s
“chief adviser”, has called for dia-
logue between groups.

Crilics say il is nol enough. “To es-
tablish a peaceful country where all
faiths coexist in harmony, the head of
stale must engage regularly with faith
leaders Lo fosler understanding,” said
Sukomal Barua, professor of religion at
Dhaka Universily. Sumon Roy, founder
ol Bangladesh’s associalion of Hindu
lawyers, said members of the minority
were treated as a bloc by political par-
ties. “They have all used us as tools,”
Roy said, explaining that Hindus had
been previously threatened both by
Hasina’s Awami League and its rival
Bangladesh National Party.

“If we didn't support AL we faced
threats, and the BNP blamed us for
siding with the AL,” he said. “This cy-
cle needs to end.” — AFP

Malaysia agrees
to resume hunt

for flight MH370

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia has agreed Lo resume
the search for the wreckage of missing Malaysia
Airlines Flight MH370, its transport minister said on
Iriday, more than 10 years after il disappeared in
one of the world’s grealest aviation mysteries. Flight
MH370, a Boeing 777 carrying 227 passengers and
12 crew, vanished en route from Kuala Lumpur to
Beijing on March 8, 2014.

“Our responsibility and obligation and commit-
ment is to the next of kin,” Transport Minister An-
thony Loke told a press conference. “We hope this
time will be positive, that the wreckage will be found
and give closure Lo the families.” Jiang Hui, whose
mother was a MH370 passenger, welcomed the de-
cision to resume the search, but said the process to
gel there had taken Loo long and would be belter if
more players could take part.

“We hope the Malaysian government can adopt
a more open approach, such as offering a pub-
lic reward system where anyone can participate in
the search,” he said. MH370’s last transmission was
about 40 minutes after it took off from Kuala Lum-
pur for Beijing. The pilots signed off as the plane en-
tered Vietnamese air space over the Gulf of Thailand
and soon after its transponder was turned off.

Military radar showed the plane left its flight path
Lo fly back over northern Malaysia then out into the
Andaman Sea belore Lurning south, then all conlacl
was lost. Debris, some confirmed and some believed
to be [rom the aircraft, has since washed up along the
coast of Africa and on islands in the Indian Ocean.

China takes steps
against Canada
bodies over rights

BEIJING: China said on Sunday it was taking
counlermeasures against lwo Canadian inslilu-
tions and 20 people involved in human rights is-
sues concerning the Uyghurs and Tibet. The mea-
sures, which took effect on Salurday, include assel
freezes and bans on entry and the largels include
Canada’s Uyghur Rights Advocacy Project and the
Canada-Tibet Commiltee, China’s foreign ministry
announces on its website. Rights groups accuse
Beijing of widespread abuses of Uyghurs, a main-
ly Muslim ethnic minority that numbers around 10
million in the western region of Xinjiang, including
the mass use of forced labor in camps. Beijing de-
nies any abuses.

China seized control of Tibet in 1950 in what it
describes as a “peaceful liberation” from feudalistic
serfdom. International human rights groups and ex-
iles, however, have routinely condemned what they
call China’s oppressive rule in Tibetan areas. For
the two institutions, China said it is freezing their
“movable property, immovable property and other
types of property within the territory of China”. It
is freezing the property in China of 15 people in the
Uyghur institution and five on the Tibel commitlee,
banning them from entering China, including Hong
Kong and Macau.

Calls to the Canadian embassy in Beijing went
unanswered. Reuters did not receive an imme-
diate response from the rights groups or Global
Affairs Canada. — Reuters

., This photo taken on March 7, 2015 shows Indian sand artist Sudarsan Pattnaik creatmg :| sand sculpture of
the missing Malaysia Airlines flight MH370 on Puri beach in eastern Odisha state. — AFP

Loke said the proposal to resume the search in the
southern Indian Ocean came from exploration firm
Ocean Infinity, which had conducted the last search
for the plane that ended in 2018. A contract would be
signed to cover an 18-month period and the firm would
receive $70 million if wreckage found was subslantive,
he said, adding the search would be on the seabed of a
new area covering 15,000 sq km (5,790 sq miles).

No precise location of the new search area was
given. More than 150 Chinese passengers were on

Toll in Nigeria food
queue stampedes
rises to 32

LAGOS: Nigerian police on Sunday raised the total
death toll from two stampedes at food distribution
centers to 32, as the country grappled with a spate
of deadly crowd crushes at charily events.

Twenty-two people were killed on Saturday as
people queued outside a center distributing rice in
the southern town of Okija, police said, after previ-
ously warning “many” were dead as a result of the
incident. And on the same day a separate stampede
outside a church giving food Lo the “vulnerable and
elderly” in the capital Abuja killed at least 10 people,
prompting Nigeria’s President Bola Tinubu to clear
his schedule in the wake of the Lwin tragedies.

The stampedes outside food distribution

Large earthquake
hits battered
Vanuatu island

SYDNEY, Australia: A magnitude-6.1 earthquake
rattled buildings on Vanuatu’s main island early Sun-
day but did not appear to have caused major dam-
age, five days after a more powerful quake wreaked
havoc and killed 12 people.

The nation’s most populous island, Efate, is still
reeling from the deadly 7.3-magnitude temblor on
Tuesday, which toppled concrete buildings and set

the flight. Others included 50 Malaysians as well as
cilizens ol France, Australia, Indonesia, India, the
United Slates, Ukraine and Canada, among others.
Relatives have demanded compensation from Ma-
laysia Airlines, Boeing, aircraft engine maker Rolls-
Royvce and the Allianz insurance group, among
others. Loke said Malaysia had assessed new dala
on the possible location from multiple experts and
Ocean Infinity was confident about the chances of
locating the wreckage. — AFP

centers come as Africa’s most populous coun-
try grapples with its worst economic crisis in a
generation, with inflation soaring to 34.6 per-
cent in November.

Confirming the toll of 22 dead in Okija, a spokes-
man for the Anambra state police expressed condo-
lences to the families and friends of those killed.

“The investigation into the unfortunate inci-
dent is still ongoing,” Anambra police spokesman
Tochukwu Ikenga said on Sunday in a slalement.
Four children were among the 10 killed in the Abuja
stampede outside the Holy Trinity Catholic Church
in the Maitama district, police said. Another eight
people were injured in the crush, according to a
police spokesperson.

“In a season of joy and celebration, we grieve
with fellow citizens mourning the painful losses
of their loved ones. Our prayers of divine comfort
and healing are with them,” said President Tinubu.
A statement from the president’s spokesman said
Tinubu had “cancelled all his official events in Lagos
today... in honor of the stampede victims.” — AFP

off landslides in and around the capital of Port Vila.
The latest quake occurred at a depth of 40 kilome-
ters (25 miles) and was located some 30 kilometers
west of the capital, which has been shaken by a
string of aftershocks. No tsunami alerts were trig-
gered when the temblor struck at 2:30 am Sunday
(1530 GMT Saturday).

Port Vila businessman Michael Thompson told
AFP the quake woke his family. “It gave a better
bit of a shake and the windows rattled a little bit, it
would have caused houses to rattle,” he said. “But
you know, no movement other than a few inches ei-
ther way, really. Whereas the main quake, you would
have had like a meter and a half movement of the
property very, very rapidly and suddenly.” — AFP

Four killed in helicopter
crash at Turkish hospital

ANKARA: Four people were killed in south-
west Turkey on Sunday when an ambulance
helicopter collided with a hospital building
and crashed into the ground. The helicop-
ter was taking off from the Mugla Training
and Research Hospilal, carrying two pilols,
a doctor and another medical worker, the
health ministry said in a statement. Mug-
la’s regional governor, Idris Akbiyik, told
reporters the helicopter first hit the fourth
floor of the hospital building before crashing
into the ground. No one inside the building
or on the ground was hurt. The cause of the
accident, which took place during heavy fog,
was being investigated. — AFP

Detained employees of
Afghan TV station freed

KABUL: Seven employees of the Afghan
TV Arezo station detained earlier this month
by the Taleban authorities have been re-
leased, a company source said Sunday. They
were released in recent days on a written
guarantee that they will not escape and will
attend court, the source told AFP. “Our sev-
en colleagues have been released on guar-
antee,” said the employee on condition of
anonymity, adding their case will be heard
before a court next week after which a “final
decision” is expected. — AFP

Child marriage crackdown in
India reaches 5,000 arrests

GUWAHATI: A crackdown on illegal child
marriages in India’s northeast has resulted
in nearly 5,000 arrests, after 416 people
were detained in the latest police sweep, a
minister said Sunday. “We will continue to
take bold steps to end this social evil,” Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma, chief minister of Assam
state, said in a statement. “Assam contlinues
its fight against child marriage,” he added,
saying raids have been carried out overnight
and that those arrested would be produced

Trump taps TV apprentice
as special envoy to UK

WASHINGTON: US President-elect Don-
ald Trump announced Saturday he has ap-
pointed television executive Mark Burnett,
who produced the tycoon’s reality show
“The Apprentice,” as special envoy to the
United Kingdom, one of Washinglon’s closest
allies. “With a distinguished career in televi-
sion production and business, Mark brings
a unique blend of diplomatic acumen and
international recognition to this important
role,” the Republican leader posted on his
social media platform Truth Social. — AFP

Calls for more safety measures
after Croatia school stabbings

ZAGREB: Teachers and parents on Saturday
condemned the lack of securily at schools in
Croatia, a day after a stabbing spree in the
Croatian capital Zagreb in which a seven-
year-old was killed and four others wounded.
They have called for more to be done to en-
sure the safety of students and staff, includ-
ing stalioning guards in schools. On Friday
morning, a 19-year-old man entered Precko
primary school and stabbed five people, in-
juring himself before being arrested. — AFP

Venezuela frees journalist
detained during protests

CARACAS: Venezuelan authorities released
a journalist accused of terrorism and ar-
rested in the aftermath of President Nicolas
Maduro’s disputed July reelection, the coun-
try’s press union announced Saturday. Ana
Carolina Guaita, arrested on August 2, is a
reporter for La Patilla, an outlet that is often
critical of the government. “Ana was impris-
oned for more than four months” in La Gu-
aira, a coastal city north of the capital Ca-
racas, the National Union of Press Workers
said in a post on social media. — AFP

Chad’s leader Deby
elevated to marshal

N’'DJAMENA, Chad: Chad’s leader Gen-
eral Mahamat Idriss Deby Itno was in an
official ceremony Saturday promoted to
marshal, the same Litle held by his late fa-
ther and former president. The National
Transition Council, dominated by the ruling
Patriotic Salvation Movement (MPS), had
already overwhelmingly voted in favor of
elevating Deby to marshal and held a cere-
mony at the presidential palace to mark the
occasion. Deby was “elevated to the desig-
nation of marshal for his services rendered
to the nation and numerous military victo-
ries won inside and outside the country”,
according to a resolution adopted three
weeks ahead of next weekend’s legislative
and local elections. — AFP
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Boursa Kuwait’s Sustainability Report
crowned the best in the Middle East

New accolade affirms bourse’s leading role in corporate sustainability, ESG

KUWAIT: Reaffirming its position as a leading
institution in corporate suslainability, Boursa Ku-
wait’s 2023 Sustainability Report has been recog-
nized as the Best Sustainability and ESG Report
at the Middle East Investor Relations Association
(MEIRA) Awards. Held annually to celebrate excel-
lence in investor relations across the Middle East,
this year’s awards ceremony, which was organized
in Abu Dhabi on December 11-12 in collaboration
with the Abu Dhabi Stock Exchange, gathered over
800 capital market professionals, including repre-
sentatives from 150 issuers in the GCC and wid-
er region, 33 stock exchanges and regulators, and
more than 150 buy and sell-side participants from
local and international capital markets.

This prestigious accolade highlights Boursa Ku-
wail’s commitment to environmental, social, and
governance (ESG) principles, showcasing its lead-
ership in promoling sustainability within the Ku-
waili capital market. The 2023 Sustainability Report
reflects the company’s dedication and continued
cfforts to improve transparency and accountability
as well as creale long-term value for stakeholders.
As a model issuer, Boursa Kuwait continues to drive
the sustainable growth and economic development
of Kuwait following the best-in-class standards and
practices worldwide.

Previously, the company’s 2021 Annual Report
was awarded with a second-place finish for Best An-
nual Report — Print Category — Middle East while its
2023 Annual Report placed third in the Best Annual
Report — Print Category — Middle East categories.

Boursa Kuwailt’s 2023 Suslainability Report, its
third, shed light on the Kuwaiti stock exchange’s

‘Finally, we made it!’:
Ho Chi Minh City
celebrates first metro

HO CHI MINH CITY: Thousands of selfie-taking
Ho Chi Minh Cily residents crammed into lrain car-
riages Sunday as the traffic-clogged business hub
celebrated the opening of its first-ever metro line
after years of delays. Huge queues spilled out of ev-
ery slation along the $1.7 billion line thal runs almost
20 kilometers (12 miles) from the cily cenlre—with
women in traditional “ao dai” dress, soldiers in uni-
form and couples clutching young children waiting
exciledly to board.

“I know it (the project) is late, but I still feel so
very honored and proud to be among the first on this
metro,” said office worker Nguyen Nhu Huyen after
snatching a selfie in her jam-packed train car.

“Our city is now on par with the other big cities
of the world,” she said. It took 17 years for Viel-
nam’s commercial capital to reach this point. The
project, funded largely by Japanese government
loans, was first approved in 2007 and slated to cost
just $668 million.

When construction began in 2012, authorilies
promised the line would be up and running in just
five vears. But as delays mounted, cars and molor-
bikes multiplied in the city of nine million people,
making the metropolis hugely congested, increas-
ingly polluted and time-consuming to navigate.

The metro “meets the growing travel needs of
residents and contributes to reducing traffic conges-
tion and environmental pollution”, the city’s deputy
mayor Bui Xuan Cuong said. Cuong admilted au-
thorities had to overcome “countless hurdles” to get

EU deal and Trump
tariff threats boost
Mercosur trade talks

BRASILIA: Brazil expects the South American
trade bloc Mercosur to speed up more free trade
negotiations after clinching a deal with the European
Union, as the threat of US tariffs when Donald Trump
takes office as president forces countries Lo diversify
their options for exports, diplomats say.

Topping the list of Mercosur’s most likely new
trade pacts next year are deals with the European
Free Trade Association of four non-EU nations and
with the United Arab Emirates, the diplomats said
on condition of anonymity. Singapore also reached
an agreement with Mercosur this year that is being
translated so it can be sent to the country’s president
and lawmakers for ratification, a diplomat said.

“This is undoubtedly a good lime for the Mercosur
bloc to move forward with other negotiations. Some
countries have already approached us interested in
expanding negotiations,” a Brazilian official said. If
the pacts materialize, they would mark a revival for
the trade bloc. Mercosur includes South America’s
two largest economies, Brazil and Argentina, but has
long suffered from internal divisions and skepticism
aboul ils elfectiveness. Uruguay and Paraguay are
also founding members of Mercosur, which Bolivia
joined this year. Norway, one of the non-EU mem-
bers that is part of the EFTA group, confirmed it is
keen Lo sign an EFTA-Mercosur deal in the first half
of 2025.“A Free Trade Agreement between Mercos-
ur and the EFTA states is a high priority for Norway.
I hope to see the negotiations concluded as soon as

Il

Boursa Kuwait’s 2023 Sustainability Report has been recognized as the Best Sus-

tainability and ESG Report at the MEIRA Awards.

corporale suslainability strategy and iniliatives in
2023 and assessed the company’s non-financial
performance and progress from January 1 to De-
cember 31, 2023. Developed in-house, the report is
aligned with the Global Reporting Initiative (GRI)
Standards: Core Option, the Sustainability Ac-
counling Standards Board (SASB) Securily and
Commodity Exchanges guidelines, and the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
as well as Boursa Kuwait’s ESG Reporting Guide
to ensure transparency and adherence to interna-

lionally recognized sltandards.

Some of the milestones outlined in the report in-
clude the company’s corporate social responsibility
initiatives and partnerships with esteemed and es-
lablished local and international organizations like
the United Nations, the Middle East Investor Rela-
lions Association, the CFA Institute and CFA Soci-
ely as well as the Kuwail Red Crescent Sociely and
the Kuwait Association for the Care of Children in
Hospital (IKACCH). The report also showcased the
company’s internal efforts to become a more socially

Soldiers take a selfie on the plateform at a metro station in Ho Chi Minh City on December 22, 2024. — AFP

the project over the line.

According lo slale media reports, the metro was
late because of “slow capital disbursement, unexpect-
ed technical problems, personnel difficulties and the
COVID-19 pandemic”. “The delays and cost overruns
have been frustrating,” said professor Vu Minh Hoang
al Fulbright Universily Vietnam, who warned thal with
just 14 station stops, the line’s “impact in alleviating
traffic will be limited in the short run”.

However, it is still a “historic achievement for the
city’s urban development”, he added. With lessons
learnt, “the construction of future lines will be in-
creasingly easier, [aster, and more cost-efficient”,

CALIFORNIA: In an aerial view, shipping containers
are stacked on a dock at the Port of Oakland in Oak-
land, California. — AFP

possible,” Norwegian Minister of Trade and Indus-
try, Cecilie Myrseth, said in a message Lo Reulers.

“With the trade talks between EU and Mercosur
now concluded, it should be possible for EFTA and
Mercosur to shortly come to an agreement on the
very few outstanding issues,” she added. For its part,
UAE hopes to deepen commerce with the Mercosur
bloc “within the next year” with an agreement that
would open opportunities for businesses across the
Middle East and Latin America, its Trade Minister
Thani Al Zeyoudi said in a statement to Reuters.

Threats of fresh tariffs from Trump, who takes of-
fice in a month’s lime, have also forced the biggest
US trade partners to consider their alternatives, even
as their priorily is defending the US-Mexico-Cana-
da Agreement on trade. Although Mexico expects a
successful review of the USMCA in 2026, it has also
begun to explore other options, which include deep-
ening its trade agreement with Mercosur, according
to two Mexican government sources. — Reuters

Hoang told AFP. Back on the train, 84-year-old war
veteran Vu Thanh told AFP he was happy to expe-
rience below ground in a more positive way after
spending three years fighting American troops in the
city’s famous Cu Chi tunnels, an enormous under-
ground network.

“It feels so different from the underground expe-
rience I had years ago during the war. IUs so bright
and nice here,” he said. Reflecting on the delays, he
added: “We built the tunnels to hide from our en-
emies in the past, so building a tunnel for a train
should not be that hard,” he added.

“Finally, we made it!” — AFP

Natural gas demand
from US LNG export
plants set to decline

NEW YORK/HOUSTON: Demand for US natural
gas to produce liquefied natural gas (LNG) for ex-
port this year is headed for its first decline since the
country started exporting the super-chilled fuel from
the lower 48 slales eight years ago. The US is the
world’s largest exporter of the superchilled gas and a
key provider of gas lo Europe in the wake of Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine. Natural gas prices have remained
relatively high in Europe as the expected US growth
in output in 2024 has not materialized and the con-
tinent is bracing for a new gas price shock as colder
winter weather depletes stocks.

Natural gas drillers have profited from robust de-
mand from LNG export plants especially since sanc-
tions on Russian gas boosted European demand for
US LNG. Producers have indexed some output to
global LNG prices, so slowing flows of gas to LNG
export plants means they have less incentive Lo grow
output. Since 2016, when Cheniere Energy’s Sabine
Pass exporl plant in Louisiana shipped its first car-
go, feedgas to the plants increased every year, even
in 2020 when lockdowns during the COVID-19 pan-
demic slashed demand for energy. LNG plant outages
and delays in construction of new plants have reduced
demand so [ar this year, LSEG dala showed.

With just 11 days left in 2024, the amount of gas
flowing to the eight big US LNG export plants eased
to an average of 13.0 billion cubic feet per day (bcfd)
from an average of 13.1 befd in 2023, LSEG data
showed. One billion cubic feet of gas can supply
about 5 million US homes for a day.

responsible institution, including its enhanced gov-
ernance praclices and initiatives to reduce its envi-
ronmental fooltprint. Boursa Kuwait and the Middle
East Investor Relations Association (MEIRA) and
its Kuwail branch have a close stralegic partnership.
Since 2017, the exchange has supported the asso-
ciation’s initiatives to develop the investor relations
seclor as part of its Corporale Sustainability strate-
gy, which seeks to raise financial awareness and en-
hance the role of investor relations among issuers in
the Kuwaiti capital market.

India court rejects
petition against
contract to Adani

MUMBALI: An Indian courl on Iriday dismissed
a petition challenging the award of a contract to
Adani Group to revamp one of Asia’s largest slums
in Mumbai, clearing one of the main legal challenges
to the ambitious project. The group led by billion-
aire Gautam Adani won a $619 million bid in 2023 to
converl the Dharavi slum into a modern city hub, but
Dubai-based SecLink Technologies Corporation,
winner of a previous tender for the slum revamp,
challenged the award of the contract to Adani in a
petition in the Bombay High Court in July 2023.

The 240 hectare (594 acre) slum, known as
Asia’s densest and featured in Danny Boyle’s Os-
car-winning 2008 movie “Slumdog Millionaire”,
stands in contrast to India’s development boom
with its open sewers and shared loilets, close Lo
Mumbai’s international airport and business dis-
trict. “The grounds urged in support of the petition
lack force and accordingly, the challenge ... fails,”
the Bombay High Court concluded in the order.

SecLink will appeal against the ruling in the
Supreme Court, Suraj lyer, a lawyer from Ganesh
and Co representing SecLink, told Reuters. Se-
cLink had alleged in its petition that Maharash-
tra state improperly cancelled an original 2018
tender for the Dharavi redevelopment, for which
SecLink had bid highest, and restarted the pro-
cess with new terms in 2022 so that Adani could
win. SecLink had also received a Mumbai court’s
permission to add Adani Group to its lawsuit last
year in an ongoing pelilion against the Maha-
rashtra government. — Reuters

The annual decline in demand is projecled even
though the first new LNG export facilily since 2022,
Venture Global LNG’s 2.6-bcfd Plaquemines export
plant in Louisiana, started producing LNG over the
past week or so. But the industry expects this year’s
decline to be just a blip, with US LNG capacity seen
more than doubling over the next four years. New
plants coming online should lift capacity from around
13.8 beld now to 17.8 beld next year, 20.3 befd in
2026, 22.0 befd in 2027 and 24.2 befd in 2028.

Plant outages

Among the biggesl factors in this year’s fall in LNG
feedgas demand were numerous outages at Free-
port LNG’s 2.1-bcfd plant in Texas. At least one of
the plant’s three liquefaction trains shut every month
in 2024, except October, with some of those outages
lasting several weeks, according to LSEG data. Free-
port LNG is the second largest US LNG producer, but
Venture Global’s Plaquemines will probably move into
second place once it is fully operating.

Several large LNG projects under construction
on the US Gulf Coast have faced cost overruns due
Lo labor shortages and supply chain challenges. Ven-
ture Global's Plaquemines is over budget by $2.3
billion even though it has remained on schedule. The
2.4-bcfd Golden Pass plant in Texas, owned by Exxon
Mobil and QatarEnergy, is more than $2 billion over
budget and behind schedule. Golden Pass was expect-
ed to begin producing its first LNG in 2024 but that
was pushed back to late 2025 after its main contrac-
tor, Zachry Holdings, filed for bankruptcy. Forecasts
call for feedgas supplies to US export facilities to rise
by an average of around 2 bcfd next year, a signifi-
cant step up, said Alex Munton, director of global gas
and LNG research al consulling firm Rapidan Ener-
gy Group. “We see only limited downside given Light
global markel conditions, with performance issues at
Ireeport the main risk,” Munton said. — Reuters
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Global markets digest mixed
signals on growth and policy

US economy records 3.1% growth in Q3 * UK manufacturing falters

KUWAIT: In the week ending on the 22nd of De-
cember, global markets witnessed major develop-
ments, as economic dala continues lo shape the
economic outlook. In the US, inflation, as measured
by core PCE, increased by 0.1 percent month-over-
month and 2.8 percent year-over-year in Novem-
ber, maintaining stable inflation expeclations. Per-
sonal spending rose 0.4 percent, while disposable
income grew 0.3 percent. The US dollar showed
resilience, reaching near 108.54 on the DXY, sup-
ported by a hawkish cut by the Federal Reserve and
strong economic growth as GDP rose 3.1 percent.
Treasury vyields rose, with the 10Y vyield climbing
past 4.5 percent. Equities sold off, as the S&P 500
fell 3.0 percent, the Nasdaq dropped 3.6 percent.
In Europe, the ECB confirmed a 0.25 percent rate
cul as inflation fears abated, with the euro reaching
a low of $1.034.

While in the UK, the Bank of England has de-
cided to keep policy rates unchanged at 4.75 per-
cent as inflation is proving to be persistent at 2.6
percent y/y. Meanwhile, Japan’s yen depreciated
to 157.9 against the US dollar after dovish cen-
tral bank commentary. Commodilies saw conlrasl-
ing moves, with gold reaching around $2,600 per
ounce, while Brent crude slipped to $72 per bar-
rel, weighed by demand concerns. Global markets
continue to react to central bank recalibrations,
reflecting cautious optimism tempered by per-
sistent economic challenges.

US private sector expands

The S&P Global Flash US Composite PMI rose
Lo 56.6 in December 2024, up from 54.9 in Novem-
ber, marking the strongest private sector growth
since March 2022. The services seclor surged lo
58.5 (highest since October 2021), while manufac-
turing fell further to 48.3 (a three-month low). The
increase was driven by strengthening demand, with
new orders rising at their fastest pace since April
2022 and employment growing for the first time in
five months. Inflationary pressures eased overall,
despite rising input costs in manufacturing. Business
optimism reached a two-and-a-half year high, sup-
ported by positive expectations under the incoming
Trump administration.

US retail sales rose by 0.7 percent month-on-
month, surpassing the forecasted 0.6 percent. Octo-
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ber’s figure was also revised upward to 0.5 percent.
However, core sales, excluding automotive and gas,
grew only 0.2 percent, consistent with October but
below predictions. Industrial production fell by 0.1
percent, marking a third consecutive decline but im-
proving on the previous month’s 0.4 percent drop.
Manufacturing showed a modest recovery, rising 0.2
percent after a 0.7 percent contraction in October.

The Federal Reserve reduced its benchmark in-
terest rate by 25 bps to a range of 4.25-4.5 percent,
marking the third conseculive cul inits current cycle.
However, the FOMC signaled a slower pace of eas-
ing next year, with policymakers projecting only two
quarter-point rate cuts for 2025 instead of the three
previously expected by some economists. Inflation
eslimales were revised higher, reflecling increased
concerns aboul price stability, whilst Fed officials’
neutral rate estimate rose to 3 percent. Chair Jerome
Powell highlighted that the policy stance is now
“significantly less restrictive”, allowing [or cautious
adjustments as inflation trends remain “sideways”
and labor market risks had “diminished”.

US economy grows 3.1% in Q3

The US economy grew al an annualized rate of
3.1 percent in Q3 2024, up from the second estimate
of 2.8 percent and exceeding Q2's 3 percent growth,
marking the strongest expansion this year. Person-
al spending rose 3.7 percent, the fastest since Q1
2023, driven by a 5.6 percent increase in goods con-
sumption and strong service spending (2.8 percent).
Fixed investment grew 2.1 percent, with equipment
investment surging 10.8 percent, while structures
(-5 percent) and residential investment (-4.3 per-
cent) declined. Government spending increased 5.1
percent, and net trade contributed less negatively,
with exports and imports revised higher at 9.6 per-
cent and 10.7 percent respectively.

Consumer spending

Personal consumption expenditures (PCE) rose
by 0.4 percent in November 2024, supported by a
0.7 percent increase in goods spending, driven by
robust demand for motor vehicles and recreational
products. Services spending grew modestly by 0.1
percent, with healthcare and recreation services
leading the gains. The PCE price index increased by
0.1 percent month-over-month, maintaining a steady

annual rate of 2.4 percent. Core PCE, excluding food
and energy, also rose by 0.1 percent month-over-
month and 2.8 percent year-over-year. Personal
income and disposable income both increased by
0.3 percent, signaling resilience in consumer activi-
ty amid stable inflationary pressures. The US dollar
index closed the week at 107.82.

Canada CPI cases

Canada’s inflation eased to 1.9 percent year-on-
year in November, less than the expected 2 percent.
Core inflation remained flat at 0.0 percent month-
on-month, down from 0.4 percent previously. This
marks further progress toward the central bank’s
largel rale, supporling ils current slance on mon-
elary easing. Where markels are currently pricing
52 percent probability of a cut in their upcoming
meeting in January. The USD/CAD pair closed the
week al 1.4368

Eurozone mixed

The HCOB Flash Eurozone PMI for December
2024 reported a composile output index of 49.5,
below the neutral 50 mark but slightly higher than
November’s 48.3. Manufacturing PMI fell Lo 44.5,
marking a 32-month low, driven by sharp declines in
Germany and France. In contrast, the services PMI
rose to 51.4, a two-month high, indicating modest
growth in services aclivity, particularly in parts of
Southern Europe. Persistent drops in new orders and
exporl demand remain key challenges, with Germa-
ny and France’s weakness overshadowing stronger
performances from other eurozone countries.

In a speech delivered in Vilnius, ECB President
Christine Lagarde reaffirmed the bank’s commitment
to further rate cuts, provided economic data contin-
ues to align with projections. Lagarde emphasized
that inflation, which stood at around 2.3 percent in
November, is steadily converging toward the ECB’s
2 percent target. Recent monetary policy adjust-
ments have already included four rate cuts this year,
with the ECB’s deposit rate currently at 3 percent.
The ECB’s deliberale shift in language, removing the
term “sufficiently restrictive,” has signaled a pivot to
a more accommodative stance. As the ECB aims to
lower rates gradually to a neutral level of 1.75 per-
cent-2.5 percent Lo support the eurozone economy
while addressing structural challenges and ensuring
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price stability. The EUR/USD currency pair closed
the week at 1.0429.

UK manufacturing falters

The S&P Global Flash UK Manufacturing PMI
fell to 47.3 in December 2024, down [rom 48 in
November, marking the sharpest contraction in 11
months. Production declined for the second consec-
utive month, and new orders saw a steep drop due
to customer destocking and weaker demand from
European clients, leading to the fastest fall in ex-
port sales since October 2023. Backlogs decreased,
while purchasing prices rose at the fastest pace
since January 2023.

UK employment sees mixed trends

The UK’s payroll data for November 2024
showed a decline of 35,000 employees, a 0.1 per-
cent drop from the previous month, while rising
76,000 (0.3 percent) compared to the same period
last year. Total payrolled employees stood at 30.4
million. Employment rates for those aged 16 to 64
remained steady at 74.9 percent for August to Oc-
tober, while unemployment climbed slightly to 4.3
percent. Job vacancies continued their downward
trend, decreasing by 31,000 to 818,000, mark-
ing the 29th consecutive quarterly drop. Earnings
growth held strong, with total pay rising 5.2 percent
annually, translating to a 2.2 percent increase in real
Lerms after inflation adjustments.

China holds rates steady

China’s one-year loan prime rate (LPR) remained
unchanged at 3.1 percent in December 2024, while
the five-year LPR, used for mortgage pricing, held
at 3.6 percent. Despite the unchanged rates this
month, the LPR has seen cuts lolaling 35 and 60
basis points for the one-year and five-year rates,
respectively, over the year. Analysts believe the
current reduced rates will ease financial burdens
on businesses and houscholds, stimulating invest-
ment, boosling purchasing power, and supporting
economic recovery. The USD/CNY currency pair
closed the week at 7.2961.

Kuwait
Kuwaiti dinar
USD/KWD closed last week at 0.30805.
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Market M. Cap (KD ml) Last Close WTD % MTD % YTD % Quantity Traded Value Traded No. of Trades P/E P/B % of Total M. Cap
Premier Market 35,664 7,799.50 -0.8% 0.4% 4.3% 577,445,889 187,200,238 33,519 16.1 1.4 80.9%
Main Market 8,416 6,639.87 -0.5% 0.5% 19.2% 1,228,720,074 147,188,295 52,072 13.7 1.0 19.1%
All Share 44,080 7,278.70 -0.7% 0.5% 6.8% 1,806,165,963 334,388,533 85,591 14.9 1.1 100%

Sector M. Cap (KD ml) Last Close WTD % Quantity Traded Value Traded No. of Trades P/B % of Total M. Cap
Banking 26,741 1,784.92 -0.6% 0.6% 8.3% 162,365,917 79,623,999 10,733 17.9 1.5 60.66%
Basic Materials 510 904.01 -3.3% -4.0% 21.2% 3,906,811 2,735,225 541 10.9 2.2 1.16%
Consumer Discretionary 1,370 1,998.96 -0.9% -5.0% 24.6% 29,048,486 12,345,352 4,123 23.5 1.5 3.11%
Consumer Staples 310 1,021.31 0.4% 5.0% 55.1% 2,806,176 2,073,334 516 46.3 1.6 0.70%
Energy 241 1,188.04 1.3% -0.9% 25.2% 23,634,436 2,915,717 1,357 9.9 1.4 0.55%
Financial Services 5,240 1,498.38 -0.2% 2.4% 23.6% 910,941,777 136,953,029 36,910 14.5 1.1 11.89%
Health Care 224 468.16 0.0% 0.0% -2.9% 4,655 2,001.650 1 18.4 1.5 0.51%
Industrials 2,376 700.93 -1.8% -0.9% -22.8% 105,568,394 24,202,825 9,417 12.5 1.0 5.39%
Insurance 818 1,991.70 -0.4% 0.4% -13.1% 79,032,164 4,070,819 2,307 9.7 1.2 1.85%
Real Estate 2,921 1,376.21 -1.4% -1.0% 13.5% 463,620,055 60,662,853 16,595 15.3 0.9 6.63%
Technology 15 1,054.87 -0.7% -3.3% 82.4% 264,163 37,437.86 110 NM 1.2 0.03%
Telecommunications 3,146 1,029.65 -1.1% 2.2% -6.8% 16,628,398 7,477,217 2,534 15.7 1.4 7.14%
Utilities 168 402.63 -3.8% -6.7% -11.6% 8,344,531 1,288,725 447 17.3 1.4 0.38%

Top Gainers Top Losers

Stock last Close Change % Volume Value Trades Stock last Close Change % Volume Value Trades

ARABREC 89.9 35.19% 97,901,375 7,681,164.438 2,479 OSOUL 140 -18.60% 26,733,835 4,236,840 2,380

KMEFIC 240 28.34% 61,755,627 12,941,145 3,412 ALKOUT 975 -11.36% 67,383 66,661 47

MARKAZ 153 15.04% 50,179,402 7,180,373 1,235 INOVEST 118 -9.23% 90,274,832 10,737,480 3,242

WETHAQ 47.5 14.73% 77,614,380 3,652,046 2,062 GIH 643 -8.79% 131,293 86,703 60

EMIRATES 56.7 12.28% 947,990 51,789 51 MARAKEZ 63.3 -8.39% 13,322,378 892,368 960

Top Volume Top Value

Stock Last Change % Volume Value Trades Stock Last Change % Volume Value Trades

ALSAFAT 120 7.14% 112,272,301 13,423,315 2,702 KFH 744 0.40% 43,928,974 32,521,745 3,773

ARABREC 89.9 35.19% 97,901,375 7,681,164 2,479 KRE 254 3.25% 76,851,486 19,333,464 1,413

INOVEST 118 -9.23% 90,274,832 10,737,480 3,242 ARZAN 254 4.96% 72,952,329 18,135,502 1,823

KBT 103 -2.83% 82,493,104 8,951,634 1,972 NBK 870 -1.14% 18,657,177 16,285,937 1,950

WETHAQ 47.5 14.73% 77,614,380 3,652,046 2,062 IFA 381 0.79% 38,223,674 14,641,842 1,884
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Market Summary:

® Premier and Main market volumes and
values rose by 9%, 5%, and 2%, 2%,
respectively.

e The Premier Index failed to overcome

the resistance level and retreated, while
the Main Index is still attempting to do so.

e Technically, the All Share Index closed at
7,278, with support levels at 7,248, 7,233,
and 7,214, and resistance at 7,286. The
Premier Index closed at 7,799, with support
levels at 7,767, 7,737, and 7,716, and
resistance at 7,811. The Main Index closed
at 6,639, with support levels at 6,625,
6,603, and 6,585, and resistance at 6,657.
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The Family Office expands its legacy
in wealth management to Kuwai

Firm to bring its expertise and innovation closer to Kuwaiti investors

KUWAIT: The Family Office, a leading wealth
management company in the GCC, is proud to
announce the expansion of its operations to Ku-
wait. Licensed and regulated by the Kuwaiti Cap-
ital Market Authority (CMA), the firm is bringing
its legacy of expertlise and innovation closer Lo
Kuwaiti investors. With its local office set to open
soon, The Family Office is committed to delivering
tailored wealth management solutions and ex-
clusive private market opportunities to meet the
unique needs of the Kuwaili markel.

Over the past two decades, The Family Office
has earned the trust of more than 800 clients glob-
ally, including families, professionals, and CEOs of
publicly traded companies, managing $2.1 billion in
assels. Operaling from six strategic offices in Bah-

Argentina’s dollar
craze cools under
greenback-loving Milei

BUENOS AIRES: “Dollars, selling dollars!” a
money changer shouts to people streaming past
in Buenos Aires’ financial district. But there are no
takers as Argentina’s decades-long dollar craze fi-
nally shows signs of cooling.

Over years of high inflation and currency con-
trols, Argentines lined up to trade their increas-
ingly worthless pesos for dollars, propelling the
US currency to a record 1,500 pesos on the black
markel on July 12. But as the inflation rate slows
under cosl-culling President Javier Milei — from
25.5 percent in December 2023 to 2.4 percent in
November 2024 -- the clamor for dollars has qui-
eted, even after Milei pledged on the campaign
trail last year to swap the peso for the greenback.

Experts cite several reasons for the fall in de-
mand for dollars. Milei’s biting austerily measures
have cratered Argentines’ purchasing power,
shattering their ability to save in hard American
cash—the preferred way to create a nest egg. The
experts also point to a tax amnesty launched by
the government in July to encourage Argentines to
deposit dollars that have been stashed under mat-
tresses and floorboards, or tucked in safety-de-
posit boxes and offshore accounts.

The scheme has brought in $20 billion in de-
posits so far, helping ease a dollar shortage.

Meanwhile, the central bank has taken advan-
tage of a stronger peso to build up its dollar re-
serves from $21 billion when Milei took power a
year ago o $32 billion. In a sign of how limes have
changed, the black market dollar rate, which at one
point was double the official rate, is now nearly
aligned with the official rate, at a little over 1,000
pesos to the greenback.

Oscar, one of Buenos Aires’ many black-market
money changers—they are dubbed “arbolitos,”or
little trees, because they plant themselves in the
streel offering green notes—told AFP that busi-
ness has slowed dramatically. “Up to a year ago |
was conducting around 40 transactions in a six-
hour period; now I have four, at most, in 10 hours,”
said Oscar, who works openly near the presiden-
tial palace but declined to give his full name due to
the illegal nature of his work.

These days, his only customers for dollars
are Bolivian and Peruvian migrant workers, who
change small amounts Lo send home. In scenes
unthinkable just months ago, most of his Argen-
tine customers are now offloading dollars—be-
cause they need more pesos to pay bills that
have soared since Milei took office and slashed
energy and transport subsidies. Retirees “walk
the whole city center looking for the best deal”
for pesos, Oscar said.

In the back room of her estate agency in the
middle-class Caballito neighborhood, where she
trades dollars on the black market, Fabiana is also
struggling. To compete, she offers home delivery
service for well-off Argentines buying dollars Lo
go on holiday abroad or for people cashing in sav-
ings in dollars, some of them “stained from having
been kept under the mattress.”

Money-changing is merely a source of “pet-
ty cash” these days, Fabiana said. Most of her
business comes from property sales, which are
booming thanks Lo the amnesly, which also cov-
ers investments in real estate projects and certain
property purchases. — AFP

US consumer
spending

remains solid

WASHINGTON: US consumer spending increased in
November amid strong demand for a range of goods
and services, underscoring the economy’s resilience,
which saw the Federal Reserve this week projecting
fewer interest rate cuts in 2025 than it had in September.
There was also good news on inflation last month after
a series of warmer readings. The report from the Com-
merce Department on Friday showed moderate monthly
rises in prices, with a measure of underlying inflation
posting its smallest gain in six months. Nonetheless, the
annual increase in core inflation, excluding food and
energy, remained stubbornly well above the US central
bank’s 2 percent target.

There are also worries that plans by President-elect
Donald Trump’s incoming administration to cut taxes,
impose or raise tariffs on imports and deport millions of
undocumented immigrants would stoke inflation. “The

rain, Saudi Arabia, UAE, Swilzerland, the US, and
Hong Kong, the company is dedicated to helping
investors preserve and grow their wealth through
unparalleled expertise and innovative solutions.

Transforming Wealth Management for Ku-
waili Investors

As a pioneer in private market investments, The
Family Office offers Kuwaili investors opportuni-
ties that were traditionally reserved for institution-
al investors. With a suite of cutting-edge tools and
services, the firm simplifies and enhances the in-
vestmenl experience.

With its proven track record of innovation, ex-
pertise, and a client-centric approach, The Family
Office is poised Lo redefine wealth management in
Kuwait. By offering tailored solutions, cutting-edge

Wall St Week Ahead

Investors hope for
‘Santa Claus’ rally
as stocks lose steam

NEW YORK: With December so far delivering
Scrooge-like returns in an otherwise stellar year for
US stocks, investors hope the tail end of 2024 offers
some holiday cheer, but warn of potential headwinds.

The benchmark S&P 500 is up more than 23
percent for 2024, even after a major stumble this
week, and Wall Street has histlorically often en-
joyed a strong annual close. Since 1969, the last
five trading days of the year combined with the
first two of the following year have yielded an
average S&P 500 gain of 1.3 percent, a period
known as the “Santa Claus Rally,” according Lo the
Stock Trader’s Almanac. But this year, there are
signs Santa Claus may disappoint.

The S&P 500 on Wednesday sulfered its biggest
one-day drop since August after the Federal Re-
serve caught investors off guard by signaling few-
er-than-expected interest rate cuts in 2025.

The markel also looks less healthy beneath the
surface: Eight of the 11 S&P 500 seclors are in neg-
ative territory for December, while the equal-weight
S&P 500, a proxy for the average index stock, is
down 7 percent. Congress also dealt the markets a
year-end curveball on Thursday evening, rejecting a
package that would have averted a partial govern-
ment shutdown that could affect a range of services.
“I think investors are somewhat concerned about the
potential for a government shutdown, particularly if
one were o linger through the weekend,” said An-
thony Saglimbene, Chiel Markel Stralegist al Amer-
iprise Financial.

Another worry for stocks as the year winds down
is rising Treasury yields, said Matt Maley, chiel mar-
kel stralegist al assel manager Miller Tabak. Bench-
mark 10-year yields hit 4.55 percent on Thursday
following the Fed meeting, their highest level in over
six months. With the S&P 500 trading at 21.6 times
forward earnings estimales, well above its 15.8 his-
torical average, according to LSEG Datastream, that
jump in yields will put more pressure on equity val-
uations. “We're ending the year with people finally
facing the reality that the stock markel is extremely
expensive and the Fed is not going to be as accom-

Russia central bank
holds off rate hike

after criticism

MOSCOW: Russia’s central bank kept interest
rates at 21 percent on Friday despite surging infla-
tion, a surprise decision that follows criticism [rom
the country’s political and business elite over the
elfects of higher borrowing costs on the economy.
Moscow has struggled Lo rein in inflation, which
has soared during the Kremlin’s almost three-year
offensive in Ukraine.

Prices are rising fasl across the Russian econ-
omy, pushed up by massive government spending
on the military campaign and deep labor shortag-
es. Most economists had expected a rate hike to
be announced Friday, but the bank appeared to
have heeded harsh criticism by Russia’s business
and political establishment, most of which does
not want to see them rise further.

The “unexpected” decision could show the

economy conlinues Lo grow [rom strong consumer de-
mand as income growth and the wealth effect from high-
er portfolio values give consumers capacity to spend,”
said Jelfrey Roach, chiel economist at LPL Financial.
“Inflation was more benign than expected but the stick-
iness of some categories supports the Fed’s hesitancy to
malerially lower rales next vear.”

Consumer spending, which accounts for more than
two-thirds of US economic aclivity, rose 0.4 percent
last month after a downwardly revised 0.3 percent gain
in October, the Commerce Department’s Bureau of Eco-
nomic Analysis said. Economists polled by Reuters had
forecast consumer spending advancing 0.5 percent af-
ter a previously reported 0.4 percent rise in October.

The nearly broad-based increase in spending was
led by new motor vehicles, likely in part as house-
holds replaced vehicles damaged during Hurricanes
Helene and Milton. That accounted for the bulk of
the 0.8 percent rebound in goods outlays. Spending
on recreational goods and vehicles also rose as did
outlays on financial services and insurance, mostly
charges, fees and commissions. There was also in-
creased spending on recreation services, healthcare,
clothing and foolwear, furniture as well as housing
and utilities. Spending at restaurants and bars as well

tools, and access to exclusive private market op-
portunities, the firm will work toward helping Ku-
waiti investors achieve their financial aspirations
with confidence and ease.

For more information about The Family Of-
fice and ils privale markel solutions, please
visit our website.

The Family Office in Bahrain, Dubai and its Ri-
vadh-based wealth manager, The Family Office
International Investment Company, are regulated
by the Central Bank of Bahrain, the Dubai Financial
Services Authority, and the Capital Market Author-
ity of Saudi Arabia, serving hundreds of families
and individuals. The firm helps clients achieve their
wealth goals through custom-made investment
strategies that cater to their unique needs.
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| NEW YORK: Traders work on the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) floor in New York City. — AFP

modative as they had been thinking,” Maley said.
Still, this week’s pullback could be positive because
it eliminated some of the frothy sentiment in equities,
“setting up the market for a rebound,” said Chuck
Carlson, chiel executive officer at Horizon Invest-
ment Services. “If there is [urther follow through on
the downside, that could be a little bit more danger-
ous to the bullish trend.”

The Santa Claus period, when combined with the
following first five trading days of January and the
performance of January overall, is a harbinger for the
vear: when those three indicators are positive, the year
has ended higher more than 90 percent of the time
in the past 50 years, according to the Almanac. But
thal seasonal strength may have come early this year,
given the S&P 500 posted a blockbuster 5.7 percent
return in November driven by Donald Trump’s Nov 5
presidential election victory, Carlson said.

“It's been a strong vear for the market, and you
can make an argument that we kind of got the year-
end rally in November instead of December,” Carl-
son said. Signs thal the markel rally is increasingly

central bank is “putting on a brave face amid un-
sustainable political pressure “, said Alexander
Kolyandr, a researcher at the US-based Center
for European Policy Analysis. “The test for the
regulator’s independence—so far preserved by
the Kremlin—will come at the next rate meet-
ing,” he told AFP.

This is sel Lo be held on February 14, days before
the third anniversary of Moscow’s Ukraine offensive.
At his year-end press conference on Thursday,
President Vladimir Putin had said he hoped the
central bank would make a “balanced” decision
that would “meel the demands of today”. He also
said prices rises were “unpleasant and bad” but
the sanclions-hil economy was stable. Over the
last 18 months, the central bank has hiked rates
aggressively in the face of a slumping currency
and stubborn price rises.

Central bank chief Elvira Nabiullina said at a press
conflerence on Friday thal the economy was already
seeing “harsh monelary and credil conditlions that
should ensure the slowing of inflation in the coming
quarters”. Lending growth rates fell sharply in No-
vember and the central bank needs time to see if this
trend becomes long-lasting, Nabiullina said.

as on hotel and motel stays also increased. Spending
on services rose 0.2 percent.

When adjusted for inflation, consumer spending
rose 0.3 percent after edging up 0.1 percent in Oc-
tober. The so-called real consumer spending is run-
ning at an annualized rate of 3.1 percent in the first
two months of the fourth quarter. “That will lay the
foundation for another very solid GDP number for
the fourth quarter,” said Lou Crandall, chiel econo-
mist at Wrightson [CAP.

Consumer spending surged at a 3.7 percent pace
in the third quarter, the fastest in 1-1/2 years, help-
ing to propel the economy to a 3.1 percent growth
rate following a 3.0 percent pace of expansion in the
April-June quarter. The Atlanta Fed is forecasting
gross domestic product increasing at a 3.1 percent
rale in the fourth quarter. Fed Chair Jerome Powell on
Wednesday described the economy as having “just
been remarkable,” adding “I feel very good about ...
the performance of the economy and we want to keep
that going.” The central bank on Wednesday cut its
benchmark overnight interest rate by 25 basis points
to the 4.25 percent-4.50 percent range. It forecast
only two rate reductions in 2025, in a nod Lo the econ-
omy’s continued resilience and still-high inflation.

narrow could also spoil any holiday cheer.

A number of megacap stocks have performed well
in December, including Tesla and Alphabet, which are
up 26 percent and more than 12 percent respectively
so [ar this month. Broadcom shares are up 35 percent
for December after the company this month predicted
booming demand for its custom artificial intelligence
chips, pushing its market value over $1 trillion.

But such gains are increasingly sparse. The num-
ber of S&P 500 components that declined outpaced
those that advanced for 13 straight sessions as of
Wednesday, the longest such losing streak in LSEG
data that stretches back to 2012. In another worri-
some sign, the percentage of S&P 500 stocks trad-
ing above their 200-day moving averages declined
to 56 percent as of Wednesday, a low for the year,
according to Adam Turnquist, chiel technical strate-
gist for LPL Financial.

“We recommend waiting for support to be estab-
lished and for momentum to improve before stepping
up to buy the dip,” Turnquist said in a note following
Wednesday’s sellofl. — Reulers

“Therefore we paused raising the interest rate”
and at the next meeting “will assess the expedien-
cy of raising it further”, she said. Annual inflation
is estimated to have increased to 9.5 percent as of
December 16, more than lwice the governmenl’s
four-percent target.

The Russian economy is facing a cocklail of
headwinds as its offensive on Ukraine necars the
three-year mark. The central bank has predicted a
sharp slowdown in growth next year—to below 1.5
percent, [rom over 3.5 percent this year. Alongside
high inflation and labor shortages, Western sanc-
tions have sent the value of the ruble plunging and
growth is set to slow next year. That has raised
concerns about the possibility Russia could see a
period of stagflation—low growth and high inter-
est rates—something economists see as tricky for
policy makers to deal with.

High interest rates have so far had only limited
impact in bringing down prices, but have triggered
a backlash among borrowers and businesses. “The
economy can't survive like this for long,” German
Grel, CEO of Russia’s largest lender, slale-run
Sberbank, said this month. Even Putin’s closest al-
lies have complained. — AFP

NOVATO: Customers shop for groceries at a
store in Novato, California. — AFP

In September, Fed officials had forecast four
quarter-point rate cuts next vear. The shallower
rate cut path in the latest projections also reflected
uncertainty over policies from the incoming Trump
administration. Stocks on Wall Street traded higher.
The dollar slipped against a basket of currencies.
US Treasury vields fell. — Reuters
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800 million mince pies, but moves
to jazz up the festive sweet treats
made of dried fruit and pastry are stirring
anger among purists. It is the source of
some puzzlement to the outside world
that British mince pies have not in fact
been filled with minced meat for centu-
ries. Instead, the mincemeat encased in
an individual shortcrust pastry pie is a
mixture of different dried fruits, chopped
apples and spices soaked in beverages.
In recent years, however, home
cooks and big supermarket chains have
begun to experiment, putting their own
twist on the pies by adding less tradi-
tional ingredients to try to tempt more
adventurous palates. Variations include
topping the individual oven-baked pies
with glace icing or frangipane, adding
chocolate, salted caramel or even cus-
tard to the filling—to the dismay of food
writer Felicity Cloake.

“Monstrosities” is how Cloake de-
scribes such adaptations, telling AFP
mince pies “are not broke and do not
need fixing”. It seems palates have be-
come “so jaded these days that we need
to ring the changes and have whatever

Every Christmas, Brits devour about

A croissant dough mince pie is pictured at
Pophams bakery in London.--AFP photos

fashionable flavor is currently dominat-
ing TikTok in the pies,” she said. She
said she wasn’t against tweaking reci-
pes, but that the fruit and traditional fla-
vors should always be the star attraction.

‘Contemporary twist’

Cloake said her main objections to
new recipes were they added overpow-
ering flavors and too much sweetness.

A croissant dough mince pie is pictured at
Pophams bakery.

oNt Mmess w
mince ples, some

Some of her least favorite inventions in-
cluded adding chocolate or Speculoos
biscuits, or worst of all—bacon. Cloake
concedes, however, that some innova-
tions can be tasty such as the mince pies
produced by London bakery Pophams.
Although she said the Pophams’ version
“tests” her traditionalist stance it was still
“really rather good”.

The bakery uses its signature crois-
sant dough for a mince pie filled with
classic mincemeat and citrus and gin-
ger-flavored cream. It describes it as a
blend of “nostalgic flavor with a fresh,
contemporary twist”. “We have great
respect for the classic shortcrust mince
pie, but we believe in the power of inno-
vation—especially when it creates some-
thing so delicious,” said creative director
Lucy McWhirter. But some mince pie tra-
ditionalists said even careful adaptations
were probably “too much”.

North London florist Marti Warren,
56, said additions such as chocolate or
salted caramel were “my nightmare”.
“Mince pies should be traditional. | don’t
like messing with them because they are
great as they are”, she said, adding that
there was also a “nostalgic” element that

Fuwait<e Cimes
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Pastries, including a croissant dough mince pie, are pictured displayed for sale at Pophams

bakery.

A person is pictured eating a croissant
dough mince pie at Pophams bakery.

brought back memories of “Christmases
of the past”. According to Britain’s Na-
tional Archive, a newly discovered 17th
century recipe for “minst pyes” included
minced meat—often lamb, but some-
times even beef.

Deep fat fried
Retired American lawyer Andrea
Lass agreed that introducing new in-

th our
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gredients turned “something simple
and pure into something overdone and
contrived”. Having developed a love of
mince pies over 40 years living in Britain,
she said her key criteria was that there
should be a thin crust and a traditional
and plentiful filling. “Don’t try to sell me
on all crust and no filling because that is
like all hat and no cattle as they say in
Texas,” she said.

With the range of “adapted” mince
pies on supermarket shelves seemingly
growing every year, Cloake said she was
happy to be the person who puts “her-
self out there” to try to change people’s
minds. But she had a word of warning
for anyone tempted to try deep fat frying
them. Having experimented with this in
the past, she said the result was “quite
delicious” but not something she’d re-
peat. The filling of shop-bought mince
pies becomes so hot when immersed
in boiling oil that it is practically “incen-
diary”, she warned. “Don’t attempt this
after a glass of sherry!” she joked. —AFP
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Pedestrians walk past the Eros Cinema, a
UNESCO-designated Art Deco cinema the-
atre in the Cambata Building at Churchgate
in Mumbai. — AFP photos

A pedestrian looks at a signboard mapping
the UNESCO-designated Art Deco buildings
along the Marine Drive promenade in Mumbai.

A security guard walks inside the forecourt
of the Seksaria building, a UNESCO-desig-
nated Art Deco apartment along the Marine
Drive seafront in Mumbai.

India’s architecture fans
guard Mumbai’s Art Deco past

towering cinema with a roofline like
Aan ocean liner stands out in India’s

financial capital Mumbai, part of a
remarkable Art Deco architectural her-
itage that campaigners say needs pro-
tection. A short walk away is a state-run
insurance office with giant Egyptian-style
carvings, and a palm-lined seafront
promenade with pastel-colored apart-
ments with porthole windows, curved
balconies and exotic motifs. Architecture
aficionados may go crazy over Miami’s
South Beach, but the coastal Indian meg-
acity is home to what experts believe is
one of the world’s largest collections of
Art Deco buildings.

Decades of neglect, however, have
led to buildings being demolished or
compromised through slapdash modern
renovation. Lovers of the dramatic ar-
chitecture fear that will only increase as
Mumbai undergoes a rapid $30 billion
infrastructure makeover including major
road, rail and bridge projects. A sweep of
some Art Deco buildings—including offic-
es, colleges and residential complexes—
was listed on UNESCO’s World Heritage
list in 2018, alongside the city’s Victorian
Gothic architecture for its “unique style”
described as “Indo-Deco”.

Today, the city’s breakneck pace of
development has left a small but dedicat-
ed group of building owners, architects
and heritage lovers trying to conserve
the city’s Art Deco character. The job
requires “constant vigilance”, said Naya-
na Kathpalia, who lives in an Art Deco
building that was recently restored—but
crucially in a manner that maintained its

E [

A man crosses the street in front of St James Court, a UNESCO-designated Art Deco apart-
ment building along the Marine Drive seafront in Mumbai.

original character.

‘Modern, open, friendly’

Many apartment building owners are
eager to cash in and redevelop their old
dwellings, making them part of a cook-
ie-cutter modern skyline. “If too many
buildings get done in a totally different
style, the World Heritage Site committee
will say ‘what the hell is happening?’,”
Kathpalia said. “We are very, very clear
that we have to protect that.” Losing it
could strip the city of its history and char-
acter, campaigners say. Art Deco took
the West by storm after emerging as a
new wave of design in France before the
First World War.

Architects used geometric patterns

- r_ - |
HVehicles ride past the Soona Mahal, a

UNESCO-designated Art Deco apartment

™ building along the Marine Drive seafront

in Mumbai.

and streamlined structures to evoke the
popular technologies of the time, includ-
ing airplanes and ocean liners. As a style,
Art Deco can appear as an odd hodge-
podge, borrowing everything from an-
cient Mayan to Japanese culture. But the
first generation of homegrown Indian ar-
chitects who visited Europe in the 1920s
and 1930s were inspired.

After returning home, they started de-
signing Art Deco style buildings for rich
Indian business families that had profited
off the economic boom in the port city,
said Atul Kumar, founder of a non-profit
that seeks to conserve the heritage. Art
Deco “enabled a certain cosmopolitan-
ism” and contributed to making Mumbai
a “modern, open, friendly” city, Kumar

66 "~

added.

‘Bombay style’

While Kumar’s Art Deco Mumbai or-
ganization has spent years painstakingly
documenting buildings, it has also more
recently started offering “repair and res-
toration” help. “We go out, pro bono, and
reach out to people,” he said, having sup-
ported the sensitive restoration of around
nine buildings, including a couple in the
core World Heritage area. However,
there are challenges, including stringent
rent control laws which impose financial
constraints on landlords. Kumar also ad-
mits that residents in newer and northern
parts of the city have less of a “desire” to
conserve their buildings in their original
Art Deco style.

A large part of this is due to a lack of
awareness. Many of the city’s inhabitants
walk past the vivid tropical imagery, elon-
gated turrets and jazzy typography with-
out giving them a second glance. Pranati
Mehta, a 46-year-old school teacher,
says most Indians only look at “temples
as architecture”, as they “feel that is spe-
cial”. Some Mumbai residents don't real-
ize they “live amongst art”, she said. But
Mehta, who was on a weekend walking
tour to learn more about the architectural
style, quickly adds that Art Deco isn'’t for-
eign to Indian sensibilities. “We recognize
it as a Bombay style,” she said. “We think
Art Deco is also an Indian brand”.—AFP

.f.'

A pedestrian walks past the Zaver Mahal, a UNESCO-designated Art Deco apartment build-
ing along the Marine Drive seafront in Mumbai.
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A bare-footed reveler takes a break as people gather to celebrate the pagan festival of
‘Winter Solstice’ at Stonehenge in Wiltshire in southern England on December 21, 2024.
Followers of Druidism, celebrate the pagan solstice festival at the site each year.

Revelers wait for the sun to rise as they
take positions to celebrate the pagan fes-
tival of ‘Winter Solstice’ at Stonehenge in
Wiltshire in southern England.

Monday, December 23, 2024

Revelers celebrate the pagan festival of ‘Winter Solstice’ at Stonehenge in Wiltshire

in southern England. — AFP photos
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A reveler interacts with a stone as people
gather to celebrate the pagan festival of
‘Winter Solstice’ at Stonehenge in Wiltshire
in southern England.

housands flocked to Stonehenge
on Saturday to greet sunrise at the
ancient British monument on the
northern hemisphere’s shortest day
of the year. Spectators cheered and applaud-
ed as the sun rose over the neolithic site in
southwest England at the winter solstice, a

beginning of the day.

A

pagan celebration that is believed to have
been observed there for thousands of years.
Druids and those wearing folk dress were
among the 4,500-strong crowd marking the

It is one of the few days of the year when
visitors are allowed to touch the stones,

'; Revelers have their faces painted as people gather to celebrate the pagan festival of

£ ‘Winter Solstice’ at Stonehenge in Wiltshire in southern England.

-

which are situated on the alignment of the
midsummer sunrise and the midwinter
sunset “This is all about renewal, rebirth,
we’re entering into the new year, and it’s also
a good time to acknowledge what’s taking
place in the year that’s been,” civil servant
Chris Smith, 31, told the Press Association.

The Neolithic circle of giant stones has
been a source of wonder and mystery for
almost 5,000 years -- in the Middle Ages, the
wizard Merlin of Arthurian legend was said to
have stolen the monument from Ireland. — AFP

Druid, Arthur Pendragon look on as people gather to celebrate the pagan festival of ‘Winter
Solstice’ at Stonehenge in Wiltshire in southern England.

Secretive game
developer codes
hit ‘Balatro’ in
Canadian prairie
province

here are no photos or videos of Lo-
calThunk, an anonymous computer

programmer who lives in the vast
and desolate prairies of Canada’s Sas-
katchewan province, far from Silicon Val-
ley. His poker-inspired video game “Bala-
tro,” however, has proved wildly popular,
winning three prizes at the prestigious
2024 Game Awards, taking both the in-
dustry and the creator himself by sur-
prise. “When | started making the game
| wasn'’t even thinking of publishing it,” he
said in an email to AFP.

In this photo illustration taken on December
21,2024, the mobile game “Balatro” is seen
on an iPhone in Washington, DC.— AFP

The game went on to sell more than
3.5 million copies, and was named in sev-
eral rankings as one of the best games
of the year. “Balatro” is a deck-building
game that allows players to improve their
hand of cards using various strategies,
including “cheating.” Similar to poker,
players can use a variety of “jokers” to
rack up points. A community of enthusi-
asts has quickly turned “Balatro” into a
cult hit. It has rave reviews on gaming
platforms, and the chat group r/balatro on
social media platform Reddit has more
than 158,000 members.

“The polish in this game is just in-
credible. | cannot emphasize enough

how tactile the game is and how good it
‘feels’ while playing. | can almost smell
the chips and feel the cards in my hands,”
user juhiscid enthused. On social me-
dia platform X, user @thechowderhead
raved: “Balatro is quite possibly one of
the greatest roguelikes ever made,” re-
ferring to a type of video game. Despite
all the success, the identity of the game’s
creator, however, remains a closely
guarded secret.

‘Extra stress’

The Canadian developer, who only
responds to media requests by email or
on the phone, said he wants to stay in
the shadows because “things are simpler
that way.” While the game’s success has
led to “extra stress,” he said he does not
regret making it, as it has allowed him
to pursue video game development as
a career. In a world dominated by large
studios made up of hundreds of staff,
“Balatro” was part of a growing wave of
hits developed by independent game
developers. Other examples of such
small-budget big-hitters include “Papers,
Please” (2013) and “Stardew Valley”
(2016).

It is, however, the exception, more
than a trend, according to Emilien Ros-
canu, spokesperson for the Quebec vid-
eo game guild. “For every game that’s a
huge success like this, there are several
that are just as good and won't necessar-
ily get the public eye,” he said. The indus-
try is difficult to break into as an indepen-
dent developer, due in part to the volume
of games released every day, and the
difficulty of competing with the marketing
budgets of larger game studios. Solo de-
velopers have to wear “multiple hats at
once,” and therefore “the time dedicated
to marketing is especially low,” he said.

‘For fun’

LocalThunk spent three years work-
ing solo to develop “Balatro,” his first
public game. He said he was inspired
by a card game from his youth that he
wanted to put online so he could con-
tinue to play it during the pandemic.
Solo development allows him, he said,
to “pursue my creative vision without
compromise.” “I love making games for
fun, and working alone is just part of that
for me,” he added. Despite being nomi-
nated for a BAFTA for Best Game 2025,
LocalThunk still struggled to explain
the success of what he calls his “weird
game.” “There are so many incredible
games launched all the time, | don't
know how this happened to me.”—AFP

ARAHMAIANI: THE INDONESIAN ARTIST
WITH A THOUSAND LIVES

many lives -- from an imprisoned then
exiled anti-dictatorship activist to a
hippie, art teacher and environmental-
ist -- which have inspired her works that
test the limits of freedom. The Southeast
Asian artist was a nomad for years be-
cause of a crackdown on her paintings,
installations and performances, which
were viewed as provocative in the con-
servative Muslim-majority nation. Her
works are now on show at Britain’s Tate
Modern in London for the first time and
in November she gave a performance
there focusing on violence suffered by
Chinese-Indonesians in unrest during the
fall of dictator Suharto in the late 1990s.
Her voice and percussion-based per-
formance named “Burning Country” pres-
ents a healing process for the commu-
nity after the trauma from riots still fresh
in the memory. Her radical view of that
era, questioning of religious tolerance
and environmental damage were major
themes of her mini-exhibition “The Wrath
of Earth” held in the Indonesian capital
Jakarta in August and September. “Art
should challenge the status quo and pro-
voke thought. It is a means to question
our reality and inspire change,” she wrote
in the exhibition catalogue.

Indonesian artist Arahmaiani has had

‘Our Frida Kahlo’

Prominently featured in Jakarta were
Linnga and Yoni, masculine and feminine
symbols that are Hindu representations
of the balance of opposites. Indonesians
“‘wanted to forget these symbols” that
were once omnipresent in the archipela-
go, which was Buddhist, Hindu and an-
imist before becoming the world’s most
populous Muslim-majority country, she
said. “l want to remind myself and others
about this forgotten cultural heritage,” Ar-
ahmaiani, 63, told AFP.

Recognized abroad as one of the re-
gion’s best artists, she is “less so in Indo-
nesia”, said Deborah Iskandar, owner of
ASI Gallery in Jakarta that hosted Arah-
maiani’s exhibition this year. She wanted
to host an exhibition for Arahmaiani to
“‘introduce her work to a younger gener-
ation of art lovers”, she said. Exhibition
curator Nasir Tamara calls Arahmaiani
“our Frida Kahlo”, comparing her to the
Mexican feminist and taboo-breaker.

“For young people, Yani (Arahmaiani)
is a heroine, she’s free. She’s been a
fighter since university,” she said. The

S =
Arahmaiani poses during her solo retro-

spective exhibition “The Wrath of Earth” at
ISA Art Gallery in Jakarta.

black-haired woman with a serene smile
from Indonesia’s main island of Java now
laughs at past controversies. Born in the
Javan city of Bandung to a cleric father
and a mother of Hindu-Buddhist descent,
she studied art at the Bandung Institute
of Technology. She was briefly impris-
oned there in 1983 following complaints
about her works from Islamist parties.

‘Freedom for everyone’

A 1993 painting “Lingga-Yoni” and
1994 installation “Etalase” caused con-
troversy for combining symbols linked
to Islam, Western culture and sexuality.
Conservative Muslims called for these
works to be censored and Arahmaiani
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received death threats. She then left for
Australia, where she carried on her stud-
ies while living with a hippy community.
“There should be freedom for everyone,
including women, on the religious basis
of love and compassion,” she said. But
being a Muslim woman abroad can also
carry its own stigma.

She criticized those prejudices in her
installation “11 Juni 2002” after a trip to
the United States. In that work, she recre-
ates a room where she was detained by
American immigration officers. Her sta-
tus as a young Muslim woman travelling
alone had made authorities suspicious
about possible terrorism links, she said.
In 2006, following a major earthquake in
the central Javan city of Yogyakarta, she
launched the “Flag Project”: spectacular
performances in which flags are waved
with messages that encourage commu-
nity dialogue.

Those performances were replicat-
ed elsewhere, including Tibet. Arah-
maiani is involved in environmental pro-
tection work there and visits regularly,
marveling at the historical links between
Tibetan Buddhism and Indonesia’s Bud-
dhist heritage. The artist says she is
now working on the theme of political
dynasties, a hot topic in Indonesia since
the election of President Prabowo Sub-
ianto. Prabowo is a former son-in-law
of Suharto and his vice-president is the
son of the outgoing head of state Joko
Widodo, in a country long known for its
political nepotism. —AFP
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Arahmaiani (left), the Indonesian visual and performing artist who is internationally known
for her works and performances that touch on controversial political or religious issues
and her defence of the environment, talks with a visitor during her solo retrospective exhi-
bition “The Wrath of Earth” at ISA Art Gallery in Jakarta . — AFP photos
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Items of clothing
are pictured inside
Charity Super.Mkt

at Brent Cross

Shopping center

in north London.
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A customer browses Christmas crackers
inside an Oxfam charity shop in London.

ltems of clothing are pictured hanging on a
rail inside Charity Super.Mkt at Brent Cross
Shopping center in north London.

A customer browses inside an Oxfam char-
ity shop in London.

Shopping center in north London.
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ursting with customers one af-
Bternoon the week before Christ-

mas, a second-hand charity
shop in London’s Marylebone High
Street looked even busier than the
upscale retailers surrounding it. One
man grabbed two puzzle sets and a gi-
ant plush toy as a present for friends,
another picked out a notebook for his
wife. “Since the end of September,
we’ve seen a huge uplift in people
coming to our shops and shopping pre-
loved,” said Ollie Mead, who oversees
the shop displays -- currently glittering
with Christmas decorations -- for Ox-
fam charity stores around London.

At the chain of second-hand stores
run by the British charity, shoppers can
find used, or “pre-loved”, toys, books,
bric-a-brac and clothes for a fraction
of the price of new items. Popular in
Britain for personal shopping, charity
stores and online second-hand retailers
are seeing an unlikely surge in interest
for Christmas gifts, a time of year often
criticized for promoting consumerism
and generating waste.

A report last month by second-hand
retail platform Vinted and consultants
RetailEconomics found UK customers
were set to spend £2 billion ($2.5 billion)
on second-hand Christmas gifts this
year, around 10 percent of the £20 bil-
lion Christmas gift market. In an Oxfam
survey last year, 33 percent were going
to buy second-hand gifts for Christmas,
up from 25 percent in 2021. “This shift
is evident on Vinted”, Adam Jay, Vint-
ed’s marketplace CEO, told AFP.

“We’ve observed an increase in UK
members searching for ‘gift’ between
October and December compared to
the same period last year.” According
to Mead, who has gifted second-hand
items for the last three Christmas
seasons, sustainability concerns and
cost-of-living pressures are “huge fac-
tors”. Skimming the racks at the central
London store, Doctor Ed Burdett found
a keychain and notebook for his wife.
“We’re saving up at the moment, and
she likes to give things another life. So
it'll be the perfect thing for her,” Burdett,
50, told AFP. “It's nice to spend less,
and to know that it goes to a good place
rather than to a high street shop.”

‘Quirky, weird
Wayne Hemingway, designer and
co-founder of Charity Super.Mkt, a

brand which aims to put charity shops
in empty shopping centers and high
street spaces, has himself given sec-
ond-hand Christmas gifts for “many,
many years”. “When | first started doing
it, it was classed as quirky and weird,”
he said, adding it was now going more
“mainstream”. Similarly, when he first
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started selling second-hand clothes
over 40 years ago, “at Christmas your
sales always nosedive(d) because ev-
erybody wanted new”.

Now, however, “we are seeing an
increase at Christmas sales just like
a new shop would”, Hemingway told
AFP. “Last weekend sales were crazy,
the shop was mobbed,” he said, add-
ing all his stores had seen a 20-percent
higher than expected rise in sales in the
weeks before Christmas. “Things are
changing for the better... It's gone from
second-hand not being what you do at
Christmas, to part of what you do.”

Young people are driving the trend
by making more conscious fashion
choices, and with a commitment to a
“circular economy” and to “the idea of
giving back (in) a society that is being
more generous and fair,” he said. At
the store till, 56-year-old Jennifer Odi-

in London.
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An employee rearranges the Christmas display in the front window of an Oxfam charity shop
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bo was unconvinced. Buying herself
a striking orange jacket, she said she
“loves vintage”.

But for most people, she confessed
she would not get a used gift. “Christ-
mas is special, it needs to be something
they would cherish, something new,”
said Odibo. “For Christmas, I'll go and
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; Ff-.‘ A customer browses inside an Oxfam charity shop in London.

buy something nice, either at Selfridg-
es or Fenwick”, she added, listing two
iconic British department stores. Hem-
ingway conceded some shoppers “feel
that people expect something new” at
Christmas.

“We’re on a journey. The world is
on a journey, but it’s got a long way to
go,” he added. According to Tetyana
Solovey, a sociology researcher at the
University of Manchester, “for some
people, it could be a bit weird to cele-
brate it (Christmas) with reusing.” “But
it could be a shift in consciousness if we
might be able to celebrate the new year
by giving a second life to something,”
Solovey told AFP. “That could be a very
sustainable approach to Christmas,
which [ think is quite wonderful.”—AFP
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Scientists observe
‘negative time’

in quantum
experiments

cientists have long known that

light can sometimes appear to

exit a material before entering
it -- an effect dismissed as an illusion
caused by how waves are distorted by
matter. Now, researchers at the Uni-
versity of Toronto, through innovative
quantum experiments, say they have
demonstrated that “negative time”
isn’t just a theoretical idea -- it exists
in a tangible, physical sense, deserv-
ing closer scrutiny.

The findings, yet to be published
in a peer-reviewed journal, have at-
tracted both global attention and
skepticism. The researchers empha-
size that these perplexing results
highlight a peculiar quirk of quantum
mechanics rather than a radical shift
in our understanding of time. “This is
tough stuff, even for us to talk about
with other physicists. We get misun-
derstood all the time,” said Aephraim
Steinberg, a University of Toronto
professor specializing in experimen-
tal quantum physics. While the term
“negative time” might sound like a
concept lifted from science fiction,
Steinberg defends its use, hoping it
will spark deeper discussions about
the mysteries of quantum physics.

Laser experiments

Years ago, the team began ex-
ploring interactions between light
and matter. When light particles, or
photons, pass through atoms, some
are absorbed by the atoms and later
re-emitted. This interaction changes
the atoms, temporarily putting them in
a higher-energy or “excited” state be-
fore they return to normal. In research
led by Daniela Angulo, the team set
out to measure how long these atoms
stayed in their excited state. “That
time turned out to be negative,” Stein-
berg explained -- meaning a duration
less than zero.

To visualize this concept, imagine
cars entering a tunnel: before the ex-
periment, physicists recognized that
while the average entry time for a
thousand cars might be, for example,
noon, the first cars could exit a little
sooner, say 11:59 am. This result was
previously dismissed as meaningless.
What Angulo and colleagues demon-
strated was akin to measuring carbon
monoxide levels in the tunnel after the
first few cars emerged and finding that
the readings had a minus sign in front
of them.

Relativity intact

The experiments, conducted in a
cluttered basement laboratory bristling
with wires and aluminum-wrapped de-
vices, took over two years to optimize.
The lasers used had to be carefully
calibrated to avoid distorting the re-
sults. Still, Steinberg and Angulo are
quick to clarify: no one is claiming
time travel is a possibility. “We don’t
want to say anything traveled back-
ward in time,” Steinberg said. “That’s
a misinterpretation.” The explanation
lies in quantum mechanics, where
particles like photons behave in fuzzy,
probabilistic ways rather than follow-
ing strict rules.

Instead of adhering to a fixed
timeline for absorption and re-emis-
sion, these interactions occur across
a spectrum of possible durations
-- some of which defy everyday intu-
ition. Critically, the researchers say,
this doesn’t violate Einstein’s theory
of special relativity, which dictates that
nothing can travel faster than light.
These photons carried no information,
sidestepping any cosmic speed limits.

A divisive discovery

The concept of “negative time”
has drawn both fascination and skep-
ticism, particularly from prominent
voices in the scientific community.
German theoretical physicist Sabine
Hossenfelder, for one, criticized the
work in a YouTube video viewed by
over 250,000 people, noting, “The
negative time in this experiment has
nothing to do with the passage of
time -- it’s just a way to describe how
photons travel through a medium and
how their phases shift.” Angulo and
Steinberg pushed back, arguing that
their research addresses crucial gaps
in understanding why light doesn't al-
ways travel at a constant speed.

Steinberg acknowledged the
controversy surrounding their pa-
per’s provocative headline but point-
ed out that no serious scientist has
challenged the experimental results.
“We’ve made our choice about what
we think is a fruitful way to describe
the results,” he said, adding that
while practical applications remain
elusive, the findings open new ave-
nues for exploring quantum phenom-
ena. “I'll be honest, | don’t currently
have a path from what we've been
looking at toward applications,” he
admitted. “We’re going to keep think-
ing about it, but | don’t want to get
people’s hopes up.”—AFP
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Tatum’s 43-point triple-double
propels Celtics over Bulls

Stephen Curry nets 31 as Warriors end skid with win over Wolves

LOS ANGELES: Jayson Tatum exploded for 43
points in his first triple-double of the season Sat-
urday as the NBA champion Boston Celtics beat
the Chicago Bulls 123-98 to avenge a defeat just
days carlier.

Tatum added 16 rebounds and 10 assists in a dom-

inant performance in Chicago, connecting on 16 of

his 24 shot attempts and nine of 15 from three-point
range. Tatum joined Larry Bird as the only Celtics
player to record a 40-point triple-double.

He joined current Clippers star James Harden as
the only players to record at least 40 points, 15 re-
bounds, 10 assists and nine made three-pointers in a
game. “IU’s all about finding your moments to accom-
modate the game,” Tatum said, adding that coach Joe
Mazzulla “tries to get me to dominate and amplify
my leammales and make guys belter”.

Kristaps Porzingis added 22 points and Jaylen
Brown chipped in 19 for the Celtics, who were
stunned 117-108 on their home floor by the Bulls
on Thursday. Nikola Vucevic scored 19 points and
grabbed 10 rebounds lo lead the Bulls while Zach
LaVine, who scored 36 on Thursday, was held to
14 points.

The Celtics improved to 22-6 to stay within sight
of the Eastern Conference-leading Cleveland Cava-
liers, who pushed their league-best record to 25-4
with a 126-99 victory over the Philadelphia 76ers.

Darius Garland scored 26 points to lead six Cavs
players in double figures. Tyrese Maxey scored 27
points to lead the Sixers, whose star center Joel Em-
biid sal oul. The Los Angeles Lakers, fucled by 32
points from LeBron James, beat Sacramento 103-99

Stokes out of
England’s Champions
Trophy squad

LONDON: England Test captain Ben Stokes
has been ruled out of next year’s Champions
Trophy one-day international tournament in
Pakistan and the preceding white-ball tour of
India, team management announced Sunday.

The 33-year-old star all-rounder was not
considered after damaging a hamstring during
England’s defeat by New Zealand in the third
Test at Hamilton earlier this month. “Durham
all-rounder Ben Stokes was not considered for
selection as he continues to be assessed follow-
ing a left hamstring injury sustained,” said an
England and Wales Cricket Board statement.

Stokes did not bat in the second innings of
that match as England slumped to a 423-run
defeat—a result that meant his side still won
a three-match series 2-1. He previously missed
this year’s home series against Sri Lanka and
the first Test in Pakistan due Lo hamstring issues.

With England facing a five-match Test series
at home to India starting in June before their
pinnacle 2025/26 Ashes tour of Australia, team
management have decided against risking in-
spirational red-ball skipper Stokes.

Key batsman Joe Root, who preceded Stokes
as Test captain, returns to the ODI side for the
first time since the 2023 World Cup in India.
Fast bowler Mark Wood, who missed the recent
Test tours of both Pakistan and New Zealand,
with a bone-stress injury to his right elbow, is
in both squads.

The India series and Champions Trophy
will mark England’s first limited-overs tour and
tournament under coach Brendon McCullum,
previously just in charge of the Test side.

Buttler stays as captain

Jos Buttler, who missed the recent ODI se-
ries against the West Indies with a calf injury,
remains captain of the two white-ball teams de-
spite England surrendering both their 50-over
and T20 world titles since November 2023.

But it is possible the dashing batsman,
replaced as skipper in the Caribbean by
all-rounder Liam Livingstone, may not keep
wicket, as he has for much of his limited-overs
career. Both the ODI squad for the India tour
and the Champions Trophy, as well as the squad
for five T20s in India in January, feature two
other wicketkeepers in Test gloveman Jamie
Smith, who missed the New Zealand series to
attend the birth of his first child, and Phil Salt.

Meanwhile, 21-year-old rising star Jacob
Bethell, who marked his debut Test series with
three fifties in New Zealand, is included in
both squads. Leg-spinner Rehan Ahmed joins
the T20 squad, while Root is selected only for
the ODIs. The tour party leaves for India on
January 17, with the first match of a five-game
series against T20 world champions India in
Kolkala on January 22.

India and England will then play a three-
match ODI series, in preparation for the Cham-
pions Trophy, starting in Nagpur on February 6.

Match dates for the Champions Trophy,
which also features Pakistan as well as Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, South Africa, Afghanistan
and Bangladesh, have yel Lo be announced,
with the tournament due to run from February
19 to March 9.

England ODI squad for India tour and 2025
Champions Trophy in Pakistan:

Jos Buttler (capt/wkt), Jofra Archer, Gus At-
kinson, Jacob Bethell, Harry Brook, Brydon Carse,
Ben Duckett, Jamie Overton, Jamie Smith (wkt),
Liam Livingstone, Adil Rashid, Joe Root, Saqgib
Mahmood, Phil Salt (wkt), Mark Wood. — AFP

-- their second viclory in three days al the Kings’
Golden 1 Center.

Trailing by 10 with less than three minutes to play,
the Kings cut the deficit to two points with just over
a minute remaining but the Lakers held on. “These
two wins have been about us doing the little things,
because we have not been able to shoot the ball into
the ocean,” James said after the Lakers connected on
48.2 percent of their shots overall—and just nine of
35 from three-point range.

“Bul we've been able Lo win these lwo games in
this hostile environment because we've done a lot
of the little things, and defensively we’ve been on
point.” James added seven rebounds and six assists
in an aggressive offensive display and came up with
four steals on the defensive end.

Short-handed Bucks win

In Milwaukee, Giannis Antetokounmpo sat out
with back spasms and Damian Lillard was sidelined
by a calf strain. But Bobby Portis stepped up to score
34 points and lead the Bucks to a 112-101 victory
over the Washinglon Wizards.

The Golden State Warriors bounced back from a
stunning 51-point loss to Memphis on Thursday with
a 113-103 victory over the Minnesota Timberwolves
in Minneapolis. Warriors star Stephen Curry, who
had missed all seven of his shot attempts on Thurs-
day, made seven three-pointers on the way to 31
points and handed out 10 assists.

San Antonio Spurs star Victor Wembanyama
scored 30 points and equaled his career high with
10 blocked shots as the Spurs cruised past the

Al-Tomouh celebrates

opening ceremony of
Khaleeji Zain 26

KUWALIT: Coinciding with the celebration of the
opening of the 26th edition of the Arabian Gulf
Cup football tournament, Al-Tomouh Sports Club
for people with mental disabilities sought on Sat-
urday Lo share with its members of athleles, their
families, administrative and technical staflf of the
club the joy of the opening and watch the matches
through a live screening hall in order to activate
the element of integration in the community.

The hall witnessed a distinclive presence of
athletes with mental disabilities, who showed re-
markable interaction with the proceedings of the
impressive opening ceremony, along with the
administrative and technical staff of the club, as

International shooting
championship
concludes

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: In the presence of the President of the
Kuwait and Arab Shooling Federations, Duaij KKhalaf
Al-Otaibi, the International Sporting Clays Shooting
Championship concluded Saturday, which was held at
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Olympic Shooting Complex
under the patronage of the President of the Interna-
tional Sporting Clays Federation, Jean-Irancois Palinkas
which was held over three consecutive days during the
period from 19 to 21 December 2024 with the participa-
Llion of Kuwail Shooting Sport Club shoolers.

Duaij Khalaf Al-Otaibi, President of Kuwait and
Arab Shooting Federations - and Honorary Member
of the International Sporting Shooting Federation
(FITASC) and Obaid Manahi Al-Osaimi, Secrelary
General of the Kuwail and Arab Shooting Federations,
distributed the prizes to the winning shooters.

In his speech, President of Kuwait and Arab
Shooting Federations praised the level of the sporting
shooters in Kuwait who participated in this tourna-
ment and praised the support of the Public Authori-
Ly for Sport and all the volunteers and referees who
managed the lournament, and thanked Jean-Francois
Palinkas - President of the International Sporting Fed-
eralion, a [riend of KKuwait shooling.

Al-Otaibi added that sporting shooling is in con-
tinuous development and attracts many shooters and
international federations, and Kuwait Shooting Sport

Chiefs beat Texans
while Ravens
clinch playolf spot

WASHINGTON: Patrick Mahomes threw for one
Llouchdown and ran for another as the Kansas Cily
Chiefs improved to an NFL-best 14-1 on Saturday
while the Baltimore Ravens beat Pittsburgh to secure
a playoff berth.

The two-time reigning Super Bowl champion
Chiefs defeated Houslon 27-19 and need only anoth-
er win or loss by the Buffalo Bills (11-3) Lo clinch a
top seed and home-field edge throughout the AFC
playoffs. Mahomes completed 28-of-41 passes for
260 yards and a touchdown and ran five limes for
33 vards and a touchdown, quickly serving notice he
had recovered from a high left ankle sprain suffered
in a victory over Cleveland last weekend.

“To go out there and find a way to win with ev-
erybody was a good moment for us,” Mahomes said.
“Our offensive line did a great job accepting the
challenge.” Baltimore’s Lamar Jackson threw for 207
yards and three touchdowns and Derrick Henry ran

CHICAGO: Jayson Tatum #0 of the Boston Celtics drives to the basket during the game against the Chicago
Bulls on December 21, 2024 at United Center in Chicago, lllinois. — AFP

Portland Trail Blazers 114-94. Jalen Brunson deliv-
ered an eye-catching 39 points to lead the New
York Knicks in a 104-93 viclory over the New Or-
leans Pelicans.

But Kevin Durant’s 43 points weren't enough for
the Phoenix Suns, who fell 133-125 to the visiting
Detroit Pistons. Cade Cunningham scored 28 points

and pulled down 13 rebounds for the Pistons, who
had seven players score in double figures.

The Orlando Magic matched the largest come-
back in [ranchise history, erasing a 25-point deficit
to beat the Miami Heat 121-114. Cole Anthony scored
35 points off the bench—including 13 in the final pe-
riod for the Magic. — AFP

Athletes with mental disabilities singing Kuwait’s national anthem.

well as workers and those interested in the field of
care and rehabilitation of people with disabilities
to participate in watching the Kuwait-Oman match
and the following malches within the tournament

Duaij Khalaf Al-Otaibi with the winning shooters.

Federation is a member of the International Sporting
Shooting Federation.

Al-Otaibi thanked His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah (may Allah pro-
tect him) and His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah (may Allah
protect him) for their unlimited support for this noble
sport, and thanked all the organizations that support-
ed the club in performing its mission Lo represent the
State of Kuwait.

In a statement after the tournament, Obaid Mana-
hi Al-Osaimi, Secretary General of Kuwait and Arab
Shooting Federations, said that it is fortunate that our
ceremony coincides with the first anniversary of the as-
sumption of the reins of government of the country by
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Sa-
bah “may Allah protect him”, praying to the Almighty
Lo bestow upon him the best of health and well-being
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BALTIMORE: Derrick Henry #22 of the Baltimore Ra-
vens is tackled by Minkah Fitzpatrick #39 and Cory
Trice Jr. #27 of the Pittsburgh Steelers during the
fourth quarter at M&T Bank Stadium. — AFP

for 162 yards as the Ravens ripped the Steelers 34-17
to clinch an NFL playoff berth.

“We knew what type of game this would be,
Jackson said. “I feel like we played a belter game
against those guys and we got it done. It feels good.”
After four losses in his five prior games with Pitts-
burgh, Jackson was happy he “got the little monkey

”

schedule. The Kuwait Tomouh Club is keen to or-
ganize these events lo enable athletes to follow
sporls events and creale a distinclive inleractive
atmosphere for them and their families.

to continue the process of goodness and giving for our
dear country.

Al-Osaimi explained that the club prepared this
tournament to encourage shooters lo practice the
sport of Sporting Clays in an organized manner ac-
cording to the laws of the International Shooting Fed-
eration, as Kuwait is a member of this federation, and
there are ready ranges in the Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Olympic Shooling Complex that can host local, re-
gional and international championships. Al-Osaimi ap-
preciated the role played by the organizing committee
for the tournament, in which a large number of shool-
ers compeled honorably to win this championship.

The results of the International Sporting Shooting
Federation Championship were as follows:

First place: Khalid Mohammed Al-Ajmi

Second place: Hamoud Badr Al-Sinan

Third place: Fahad Eid Al-Mutairi

off my back for the lime being right now.”

The Steelers and Ravens, both 10-5 and sharing
the AFC North division lead, are with the Chiefs,
Bills and Texans in having clinched AFC playoff
berths. Detroit, Minnesota and Philadelphia have
secured NFC playoff spots. “We've just got to keep
going,” Jackson said. “We've gol lo slay dialed in.”
All four teams in action Saturday will play again on
Christmas with Baltimore at Houston and the Chiefs
at Pittsburgh next Wednesday, their third game in 11
days. “I'll get off my feel a little bit and walch some
film,” Mahomes said.

Singer Taylor Swift, the girlfriend of Chiefs tight
end Travis Kelce, was among those watching the
team complete an perfect 8-0 home mark for the
first time since 2003. The Chiefs won their 11th game
this season by eight points or fewer, a stunning suc-
cess rale in one-score margin conlests.

Kansas Cily safely Jaden Hicks intercepled a CJ
Stroud pass to set up an 11-play, 66-yard Chiefs
touchdown drive that was capped when Mahomes
ran 15 yards to the end zone. Ka'imi Fairbairn’s 33-
vard field goal and Stroud’s 10-yard touchdown
pass to Dalton Stroud gave Houston a 10-7 lead but
Kareem Hunl’s 3-yard touchdown run and Harrison
Butker’s 44-yard field goal put the Chiels ahead 17-
10 at half-time. — AFP
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Oleksandr Usyk beats Tyson Fury in
heavyweight championship rematch

Unbeaten across two divisions and cement his place among the greats

RIYADH: Oleksandr Usyk won his heavyweight
championship rematch against Tyson Fury by
unanimous decision overnight on Saturday lo stay
unbeaten across two divisions and cement his place
among the greats.

The Ukrainian, who forced the pace and repeat-
edly tagged Fury with his accurate left hook, was
awarded the fight 116-112 by all three judges, hand-
ing Fury his second straight loss. Usyk’s win takes
him to 23-0 with 14 knockouts and extends one of
the all-time best careers that includes Olympic gold
and undisputed champion at cruiserweight.

“He’s a great fighter, it’s a great performance,”
Usyk, 37, said of Fury, who was unbeaten over 35
fights until he lost their four-belt unification bout in
May. “Unbelievable 24 rounds for my career.” Only
the WBA, WBO and WBC belts were on the line this
time after Usyk, focused on the lucralive remalch,
relinquished his IBF title rather than face challenger
Daniel Dubois.

By bealing Fury in May, “The Cal” had already
joined the likes of Muhammad Ali, Joe Louis and
Mike Tyson as undisputed heavyweight, and the first
of the four-belt era. “He'’s my best friend,” he said of
Fury. “I respect this guy because I think he’s a really
tough opponent. Tyson Fury makes me strong.”

‘Crazy man’

But the defeat opens up an uncertain future for
the 36-year-old Fury, now 34-2-1, who announced
his retirement in 2022 only to return to the ring. “1
thought I've won both fights, but then again I've got
two losses on my record now, so there’s nol much
I can do about it,” said the Briton, who refused to
discuss his next steps.

Promoter Frank Warren also called the judges’

Al-Kharafi crowned
winner of Equestrian
Federation League

By Abdellalif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait Club rider Ali Al-Kharafi was
crowned winner of the second round of the Kuwait
Equestrian Federation League, which was held at the
Messila Club track. Al-Kharafi succeeded in achiev-
ing the fastest lime (36.30) seconds, in the differenti-
ation round at a height of 140 c¢m, ahead of the riders,
Nick Channing, Yara Al-Hunaidi, Fawaz Al-Rashed
and Abdullah Al-Awadi, as the Federation’s Technical
Director, Walid Al-Jassim, crowned the champions.
International judge Nadhar Al-Mustafa head-
ed the judging commillee, which included riders
Raghad Al-Dabous and Ibtisam Al-Arouri, and the
course was designed by Michel Esmalon, assisted
by Muhammad Al-Saeed, and Dr Yahya Al-Hadban
and Badr Al-Heifi, arena referees. It is noleworthy

Man Utd thrashed
by Bournemouth,

Chelsea held

LONDON: Manchester United crashed to a humili-
aling 3-0 home defeal to Bournemouth, while Chelsea
missed the chance lo go top of the Premier League
after a 0-0 draw at Everton on Sunday. United boss
Ruben Amorim, who once again left Marcus Rashford
oul of his squad, is sel for a miserable Christmas fol-
lowing the worst result of his brief reign.

Languishing in 13th place, United have suffered
four defeals in nine matches in all compelitions since
Amorim arrived from Sporting Lisbon in November to
replace the sacked Erik ten Hag. United’s second suc-
cessive loss alter their League Cup exil at Toltenham
on Thursday underlined Amorim’s belief that their road
back to the top will be long and arduous.

Uniled, who have conceded first in their last six
games, were booed off at half-time, while the final
whistle was greeted by more jeers from the few fans
who stayed until the bitter end. While it is far too early
to pass judgement on Amorim, the Portuguese coach
cannot afford many more results like this if he is to
keep the players and fans on his side.

“This game was hard on us. We suffered again on
set-pieces and we were a bit nervous. I felt it in the
stadium,” Amorim said. “After the penalty (for Bour-
nemouth’s second goal), we need to control the game
better because we know this situation is really hard.
We have to suffer again but we will try to win.”

Amorim’s decision to play without Rashford for the

decision “nuts”. But Usyk dismissed his complaints.
“Uncle Frank, I think is blind... crazy man,” joked the
Ukrainian. Fury, wearing a Santa-style red-and-white
robe and bushy beard, appeared to Mariah Carey’s
“All I Want For Christmas Is You”, before a deter-
mined-looking Usyk strode out in Cossack gear.

The 6ft 9ins (206cm) Briton’s jab held Usyk at
bay early on and he landed a jarring right in round
two. Usyk caughl Fury flush with a left as he raised
the pace in round three. They went toe-to-loe in a
punishing fifth round, with Fury pummelling body
shots while Usyk launched a flurry to the head.
In the sixth, he stung Fury with a clean hit to the
nose. The supremely fit Usyk, renowned for taking
charge in the closing rounds, was the aggressor in
the seventh, tagging Fury with a hook as the “Gyp-
sy King” backed away.

Fury regained the iniliative in the ninth, wielding
his jab and one-two combinations and leaning on
the Ukrainian, employing his carcer-heaviest 281lb
(127.4kg) of weight. It was see-saw stuff as they
traded blows but Usyk rocked Fury in the 11th with
a lightning combination that ended with yet another
left hook to the face. An Usyk uppercut to Fury’s chin
highlighted a furious final round and there seemed
little doubt about the winner as the Ukrainian sank
to his knees, arms aloft.

Ancient sabre

Usyk, who briefly served as a soldier after the
Russian invasion, then celebrated by holding up
a sabre that belonged to Ivan Mazepa, a hero of
Ukrainian nationalism who fought against Russian
control in the early 1700s.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky was
quick to hail the victory, calling it proof that

Ali Al-Kharafi seen with other winners and officials.

that the rider of the Kuwait Equestrian Club did not
participate in the first round of the league because
he was in Saudi Arabia to participate in the interna-
tional tournament.

third consecutive game will face fresh scrutiny after
United’s wretched performance. Amorim surprisingly
omitted the 27-year-old England forward from the
squad for United’s win at Manchester City last week-
end, prompling Rashford to hint he was willing Lo leave
the club for a “new challenge”.

Rashford was at Old Tralford wearing a Uniled
tracksuil amid his extended exile as Amorim made six
changes from the line-up beaten 4-3 by Tollenham
in the League Cup quarler-finals. Again, Uniled were
exposed al sel-pieces in the 29th minute when Bour-
nemouth’s teenage defender Dean Huijsen punished
poor marking at a [ree-kick Lo glance a header past
goalkeeper Andre Onana.

There was even worse to come for Amorim in the
second half as Justin Kluivert doubled fifth-placed
Bournemouth’s advantage with a 61st minute penalty
following Noussair Mazraoui’s foul on the forward.

Antoine Semenyo compounded Uniled’s misery
Lwo minutes later with a cool finish from Dango Oual-
Lara’s pass.

‘Tough stadium’

With leaders Liverpool playing at Tottenham in
Sunday’s late game, second-placed Chelsea would
have gone top, for at least a few hours, if they had won
al Everton. But Enzo Maresca’s side had o settle for a
goalless stalemate that ended their five-match winning
run in the league. Chelsea sil one point behind Liver-
pool who have two games in hand on the Blues. “That
was a real game. Everton are one of the best teams in
Europe in terms of clean-sheets. We are very happy
because this is a tough stadium, not only for us but also
in the Premier League,” Maresca said.

It was an encouraging starl lo a new era for Ever-

[

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s General Entertainment Authority Chairman Turki al-Sheikh (2nd-R), Ukraine’s Olek-
sandr Usyk (L), and Britain’s Tyson Fury (R) stand up as the Saudi national anthem is sung before the heavy-
weight world championship rematch at the Kingdom Arena in Riyadh. — AFP

Ukraine “will not give up what’s ours” after nearly
three years ol war with Russia. “Viclory!” Zelensky
said in a post on Telegram. “So important and so
necessary for all of us now.”

Reports put the prize purse at an increased $190
million with Usyk, as defending champion, expect-
ed lo receive the bigger share—a reversal of for-
tunes from May. The fight sits high in the portfolio

Bashar Abdullah said the Equestrian Federation is
led by riders who love the sport. He emphasized that
equestrian sports have attracted many fans who love
equestrian sports in recent years, and every tourna-
ment I follow, I notice the attendance and numbers
are increasing significantly, in all ages.

Bashar said dealing with the Equestrian Federa-
lion is always distinclive, smooth and comforlable,
as they are young people who love sports and came
to serve the sport and are mainly horsemen, such as
Yousel Al-Sabah, Ghazi Al-Jariwi, Raghad Al-Da-
bous, Ali Al-Kharafi and Abdulrahman Al-Fuzai.”

Bashar Abdullah, Director General of the Public
Authority for Sport, congratulated the Board of Di-
reclors of the Federalion on their viclory by accla-
malion and the confidence of the General Assembly
in them to lead Kuwait equestrianism for the next
four years.

He attended the second round of the Kuwait
Equestrian Federation League Championship, and
was welcomed by the Secrelary General of the
Equestrian Federation, Ghazi Faisal Al-Jariwi, Board
ol Directors member Abdulrahman Al-Fuzai, Abdul-
lah Walid Al-Osaimi, and Technical Director of the
Federation, Walid Khalaf Al-Jassim.
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MANCHESTER: Manchester United’s Moroccan de-
fender Noussair Mazraoui fouls Bournemouth’s
Dutch striker Justin Kluivert for a penalty at Old
Trafford on Dec 22, 2024. — AFP

ton—four points clear of the relegation zone—un-
der new owners the Friedkin Group, whose purchase
brought an end to Farhad Moshiri’s tumultuous tenure.
Wolves boss Vitor Pereira enjoyed a dream debut as
his side won 3-0 at relegation rivals Leicester.

Replacing the sacked Gary O’Neil, Pereira made an
immediale impact after leaving his role al Saudi Pro
League side Al-Shabab. Goncalo Guedes started the
Pereira era with a flourish as he mel Nelson Semedo’s
cross with an agile finish in the 19th minute. In the 36th
minute, Rodrigo Gomes slid in Lo notch his first goal
for Wolves before Matheus Cunha’s 44th minute strike
ensured third-bottom Wolves would move within two
points of fourth-bottom Leicester. — AFP

of Saudi Arabia’s oil-funded push into sports, which
has drawn accusations of “sportswashing” its dubi-
ous human rights record.

After Formula One, the LIV Golf tour, Newcas-
te United and a swathe of ageing foolball stars,
the conservalive kingdom’s stralegy confirmed ils
crowning moment this month when it was awarded
football’s 2034 World Cup. — AFP

Atletico snatch
late win at Barca
to top La Liga

BARCELONA: Atletico Madrid came from
behind to snatch a last-gasp 2-1 victory over
Barcelona and claim leadership of La Liga on
Saturday. Pedri sent the Catalans ahead but sec-
ond-halfl goals from Rodrigo De Paul and Alex-
ander Sorloth helped Diego Simeone’s side move
three points clear at the top of the lable, having
played one match fewer than Barca.

Hansi Flick’s side dominated at the Olympic
stadium but Atletico clung on before claiming a
12th consecutive victory across all compelitions
with Sorloth’s stoppage-time strike. Barcelona
started the season in superb form but have stum-
bled in recent weeks and have now won just one
of their last seven league games.

This was their third consecutive home league
defeat, their worst such run since 1987, while
it was also Simeone’s first ever away lriumph
againsl Barcelona in La Liga. “IUs inexplicable...
we had the game in our hands and we didn’t take
advantage,” said Barcelona defender Pau Cubar-
si. Champions Real Madrid face Sevilla on Sun-
day and can also move ahead of Barcelona with
a victory. “It’s truly a tough defeat to take, when
you don't finish a game, this is what can happen,”
Pedri told Movistar.

“We have the break now to reset mentally and
physically.” Barcelona, missing injured teenage
star Lamine Yamal, controlled the first hall and
suffocated Atletico with their press. “We will fight
for everything, we will fight for every point Lo
win this (league),” insisted Flick, who said he was
pleased with the performance despile the resull.

“This is how we want to play in the future,
so we will take this and bring it with us to next
year.” Barcelona look the lead after 30 minutes
with Pedri both the architect and scorer of the
goal. The Spain midfielder burst forward with the
ball and fed Gavi, who tried to turn and inadver-
tently nudged the ball back to the surging Pedri,
who entered the box and slotted past Oblak.

Barcelona should have doubled their lead early
in the second half, with Fermin Lopez denied by
Oblak’s legs before Raphinha hit the crossbar. Pe-
dri played in the Brazilian winger with a fine pass
over the top and Raphinha lofted the ball over the
goalkeeper but it struck the woodwork on its way
down. Moments later Atletico were level, with
Marc Casado’s misguided backheel clearance
falling to De Paul on the edge of the area. The in-
form Argentine midfielder finished with a firm low
effort into the bottom corner for his third goal in
his last four league games. — AFP
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Change of Name

I, Agnelo Saluzinho D’Costa, holder of
Passport No. P0775908 do hereby change
my name to Angelo Saluzinho Da Costa. | will
henceforth be known in the name of Angelo
Saluzinho Da Costa and, | also undertaken
to carry out this name change in all my
documents.

#6614, 23/12/2024

I, Hasan, holder of passport no. 78209964,
do hereby change my name to Hasan (given
name) Tapiya (surname) for all purposes. |

Kaizen center 25716707 gadSlya ggg;gggg Sabah Hospital 24812000
Rawda 22517733 asma Amiri Hospital 22450005
Y Maternity Hospital 24843100
Khaldiya 24848075 ~ Shaab 22518752 Mubarak A-Kabir 25312700
Kaifan 24849807 ~ Qibla 22459381 y o
Shamiya 24848913 Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082 Chest HOSpItEﬂ ' 24849400
Shuwaikh 54814507 Mirgab 22456536 Farwaniya Hospital 24892010
Abdullah Salem 22549134  Sharq 22465401 Adan Hospital 23940620
Nuzha 29526804 Salmiya 25746401 Ibn Sina Hospital 24840300

will henceforth be known in the name Hasan

AN

~

Tapiya and | also undertake to carry out this
name change in my all documents.
#6613, 22/12/2024

I, MUSTAFA, holder of Indian Passport
No. P0359918 having permanent address:
11, Bohra Bakhal Ward No.12, Rajgarh
Dist. Dhar 454116 Madhya Pradesh, India,
residing in Kuwait at present, hereby
declare that henceforth my name will
be read as (given name) MUSTAFA and
(surname) BOHRA.

#6612, 20/12/2024
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Iraq go top as Ayman Hussein’s goal
earns dramatic 1-0 win over Yemen

Qatar tie with UAE 1-1 in Khaleeji Zain 26 Cup
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i KUWAIT: Iraqi striker Ayman Hussein scored the only goal of the match. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Iraqi football team achieved a difficult
victory over its Yemeni counterpart with a score of (1-
0) in the beginning of their journey in the Arabian Gulf
Cup (Khaleeji Zain 26), which is hosted by the State of
Kuwait until January 3. The match, which was held at the
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah Stadium in the first round
of Group II, came amid an ideal and enthusiastic atmo-
sphere from the fans of the two teams.

The defending champions Iraq imposed its control
from the first minute of the meeting, as the first corner
kick was recorded in its favor in the second minute, after
which the first 10 minutes passed without much danger
Lo the goals of both teams.

The Iraqi team continued to dominate the game until
the 20th minute, which witnessed a shot that went past
the left post of Yemeni goalkeeper Muhammad Aman,
followed by another dangerous attack that ended with
a shot by striker Ayman Hussein that went past the right
side of the Yemeni goalkeeper.

In contrast to the course of the game, the Yemenis
threatened the Iraqi goal in the 26th minute with an or-

ganized counterattack after the Iraqi defense left its area
unattended, but Yemens Nasser Al-Ghawashi’s shot
went into the outer net of the goal. Two minutes later,
Yemen launched the most dangerous attack of the match
with a clear breakaway for its striker Omar Al-Dahi, who
shot over the Iraqi goal amid the heartbreak of the Yeme-
ni fans in the 33rd minute. The Yemeni goalkeeper saved
a second consecutive shot from afar, preventing Iraq
from scoring its first goal in the tournament, and then the
Iraqis continued their absolute control until the end of
the first half without shaking the nets of either team until
the end of the first hal.

With the start of the second half, the Iraqi team re-
turned to control the course of the game with a tight
and organized defense from the Yemeni side until the
64th minute from Iraqi striker Ayman Hussein to score
the lead goal from a strong header that the Yemeni
goalkeeper was unable to save, while Yemen’s Nasser
Al-Ghawashi did not take advantage of his solitude to
shoot a strong kick into the outer net of Iraq’s goal.
After that the tempo of the game calmed down and

the Iraqi team was able to manage it in its favor calmly
until the end to achieve a valuable victory to tempo-
rarily lead the group pending the outcome of Saudi
and Bahrain meeting scheduled for later.

The Qatar’s national football team drew with the
Emirati team 1-1 on Saturday in the first match in Group
stage of the Arabian Gulf Cup (Khaleeji Zain 26). Qatari
player Akram Afil slarled scoring with a penalty kick in
the 17th minute. The UAE team’s did nol surrender and
pressed till player Yahya Al-Ghassani scored the equal-
izer in the 46th minute.

The UAE team dominated the second hall of the
match and reached the Qatari goal several times but
failed to score thanks to the tight Qatari defense. Both
leams earned their first point in the lournament, equal-
ing the Kuwaiti and Omani teams who tied with the same
score earlier loday. The second round of the group will
be played on Tuesday when the Qalari leam faces ils
Omani counterpart at Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah Sta-
dium, while the Kuwaiti team meets its Emirati counter-
part at Jaber Al-Ahmad International Stadium. — KUNA

MONDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2024

Khaleeji Zain
26 kicks off

with two draws

KUWAIT: Khaleeji Zain 26 kicked off with
the opening ceremony with dazzling display
of fireworks, which relied on many sound and
light effects with the latest international tech-
nologies, and many charming artistic para-
graphs, which won the approval of everyone.

The first round of the “Khaleeji Zain 26”
Llournament witnessed two draws in the first
round of the group, the first was between Ku-
wait, the host of the tournament with brother-
Iy Oman which ended in 1-1 draw, while Qatar
and UAE also drew al the Jaber Al-Mubarak
Stadium in Sulaibiya.

For his part, President of the Asian Foot-
ball Confederation and First Vice President
of FIFA Sheikh Salman bin Ibrahim Al-Khal-
ifa stressed that the high patronage of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is an honor for the Gulf
sports family, and an expression of the care
and altention that His Highness gives to the
sporls movement.

Khaleeji is of great importance because it is
a greal sporling legacy that has contributed to
several qualitative shifts for Gulf football at vari-
ous regional, continental and international levels,
and this has extended to the sports infrastruc-
ture of the Gulf countries, which has developed
significantly, enabling them to host the most
prominent international sports events,” he said.

Juan Antonio Pizzi

Sheikh Salman bin Ibrahim Al-Khalifa
praised the quality of the organization and
dazzling opening ceremony of Khaleeji Zain
26. “Kuwail is capable of achieving the high-
est levels of organizational success in the 26th
Gulf Cup because of its national cadres with
world-class technical and administrative ex-
pertise,” he said, wishing success to all par-
ticipaling teams.

For his part, tournament director Meshal
Al-Subaie congratulated everyone on the oc-
casion of the launch of ‘Khaleeji Zain 26’, and
said: "We were honored by His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad, at the open-
ing of the tournament, and the good efforts
made over the past months culminated in a
special review ceremony that won the ap-
proval of all.”

Al-Subaie stated that the participa-
tion of the Gulf brothers in this distinctive
sports, cultural and social gathering is a
milestone in “Khaleeji Zain 26”, adding that
we will continue to work with the same
quality that everyone saw on the first day
of the tournament, and we will ensure good
organization in its various aspects.

Pizzi: Forced substitutions

The national team coach, Juan Antonio
Pizzi, emphasized that the strong slart of the
Kuwaiti players was not enough to win the
points against Oman in the opening match
of the “Khalegji Zain 26” tournament, which
ended in a -1 draw.

Pizzi stated that the draw is not a negative
result in the face of the strong Omani team,
adding that we made forced substitutions,
due to injury, perhaps the first of which was
Reda Hani, while Yusuf Nasser was replaced
due to his lack of full readiness.

The Kuwait's national team coach
praised the great support of the fans in the
opening match, and said: “I hope that the
support will continue in the coming match-
es, as we have important matches against
the UAE and Qalar in the next two rounds,
during which we hope to provide the best
levels to achieve a positive results.”

Jaber: We are suffering from start-
ing games

Tor his part, Oman coach Rasheed Jaber
attributed the 1-1 draw with Kuwait to the na-
ture of the opening matches and their difficul-
ty, especially against the home side, and said:
“We suffered from a lack of concentration in
the first half, and in the second half we were
unable to translate the advantage into goals.”

The Omani coach stated that his team
sought to achieve victory, but the result of the
match went to a positive draw, adding that [
have confidence in all the players to move for-
ward in the “Khaleeji Zain 26” competitions.

Garcia: I wanted to win and we suc-
ceeded tactically

Qatari coach Luis Garcia expressed

his satisfaction with the result of his
team’s match with the UAE, which ended
in a 1-1 draw in the first round of Group
A of the “Khaleeji Zain 26 lournament,
and said: “I wished to get the three
points, but we came out with a suffi-
ciently satisfactory draw.”

He stated that the Qatari team present-
ed a distinguished first half, adding that
we succeeded in imposing our tactical
style in the first half of the game; which
enabled the team to score the first goal,
and we were very close to adding a sec-
ond goal, but luck was not on our side.

Garcia pointed out that the technical staff
will start working to address the negatives
that appeared in the first match of Qatar the
“Khaleeji Zain 26”, Lo ensure that they are not
repeated, and to improve the technical qual-
ity of the team through good preparation for
meeting the Omani team in the second round.

Pinto: We deserved a better result

UAE coach Paulo Pinto said that his team
could have come out with a better result than
the 1-1 draw with Qatar in their match in the
first round of Group A of the “Khaleeji Zain
26” tournament.

“The level of the Qatari team is very dif-
ferent from the last two matches between the
two teams in the World Cup qualifiers, as we
played against a very good team that has its
own philosophy,” Pinto said.

Pinto pointed out that his team could
have achieved more than a point after con-
trolling most of the match, adding that our
start was not as required, but over time we
succeeded in holding the reins and con-
trolling the midfield.

AFC chairman lauds
Amir’s sponsorship
of Khaleeji Zain 26

KUWAIT:  Chairman
of the Asian Football
Conlfederation  (AFC),
the First Deputy of FIFA
President Sheikh Salman
bin Ibrahim Al-Khalifa
on Sunday lauded the
gracious  sponsorship
by His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Meshal Al-Ah-
mad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
of the Arabian Gulf Cup
tournament  (IKhaleeji
Zain 26).

His  Highness the BSIETGRETENTT
Amir’s sponsorship of B TR GEE
the championship is
an honoring for “the Gulf sport family and an
affirmation of His Highness care for the sports
movement in general and football in particular,”
said Sheikh Salman in a statement on the heels
of his attendance of the tournament inaugura-
tion at Jaber Al-Ahmad International Stadium.

The Gulf cup competitions have contrib-
uted to boosting skills of the GCC countries’
teams and enabling them to compete at the
regional and continental levels, he said.

Meanwhile, Kuwait’s organization of this
important sporting event is a source of great
pride for the country’s leadership and people,
appreciating the patronage of His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah of the tournament, Minister of In-
formation and Culture and Minister of State
for Youth Affairs Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi said
in a joint statement to Kuwait TV and Kuwait
News Agency (KUNA) after the meeting.

Minister Al-Mutairi stressed that the GCC's
General Secretariat, led by Jasem Al-Budaiwi,
is playing a major role in strengthening joint
Gulf action in various fields and organiz-
ing more activities aimed at developing Gulf
vouth. For his part, Al-Budaiwi in a similar
statement praised the distinguished organiza-
tion of the tournament, the dazzling opening
ceremony that expressed a unified Gulf vision
towards a bright future. — KUNA




	p1
	p2
	p3
	p4
	p5
	p6
	p7
	p8
	p9
	p10
	p11
	p12
	p13
	p14
	p15
	p16

