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KUWAIT: (Left) Minister of Public Works Noura Al-Mashaan signs a road maintenance contract on Oct 23, 2024. (Right) Eco-friendly lampposts are being installed on Arabian Gulf Road. — KUNA photos

Biometrics registration reminder

KUWAIT: The interior ministry on Wednes-
day reminded expatriates that the deadline
for registering biometric data is Dec 31. It said
in a statement that biometric fingerprint ser-
vices are available daily at forensic evidence
centers from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm. It called on
expats to book an appointment on the Meta
platform or Sahel application.

I
E-reporting for trafficking crimes

KUWAIT: The minister of justice, who also
chairs the permanent national committee to
combat trafficking in persons and migrant smug-
gling, announced the launch of an electronic
reporting service for human trafficking crimes
through the public prosecution’s website. This
initiative aims to protect victims and informants
by ensuring the confidentiality of their data and
simplifying the reporting process, facilitating le-
gal action against perpetrators.

|
Palestinian seeds join vault

OSLO: A “doomsday vaull” in the Arclic de-
signed to safeguard the world’s plant diversity
has received a new deposit of thousands of seed
samples, including Palestinian ones amid war and
hunger in Gaza, it said on Wednesday. More than
30,000 samples from a record 23 organizations
in 21 countries were deposited in the vault in
Norway’s Svalbard archipelago on Tuesday, the
Crop Trust said on Wednesday. Among those de-
posited were 21 Palestinian species comprised of
vegetables, millet and herbs. — AFP

I
Joint military exercises eyed

TEHRAN: Iran and Saudi Arabia are planning
Lo conduct joint military exercises in the Red
Sea, according to an Iranian report not con-
firmed by Riyadh. “Saudi Arabia has asked that
we organize joint exercises in the Red Sea,” the
commander of Iran’s navy, Admiral Shahram
Irani, was quoted as saying by the Iranian news
agency ISNA. “Coordination is underway and
delegations from both countries will hold the
necessary consultations on how Lo conduct the

exercise,” he added. — AFP
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KUWAIT: Kuwait on Wednesday signed 18 contracts
worth KD 400 million ($1.31 billion) with internation-
al, Gulf and local companies for comprehensive repairs
of the road network in the country. The contracts were
signed by Minister of Public Works Noura Al-Mashaan.
The deals were the first of their kind, covering all ar-
cas of the country, and included contracts with Turk-
ish business Limak, a Qatari company and several from
Kuwait, said Khaled Al-Osaimi, acting director general
of the Public Authority for Roads and Land Transport.
The ministry said the contracts were cleared by the
Central Tenders Committee following extensive studies.
Twelve of the contracts are for the ministry of public
works, which cover all internal roads in the six gover-
norates, while the remaining six contracts dealing with
motorways are for the roads authority. The contracts also
cover maintenance of rainwater networks, street lighting

US calls for truce as
Zionists choke Gaza,
bombard Lebanon

GAZA/BEIRUT: US Secretary ol State Antony
Blinken said on Wednesday “now is the time” to end the
Gaza war, and urged the Zionist enlily Lo avoid [urther
escalation with Iran. The Zionist entity is fighting Hamas
in Gaza and Hezbollah in Lebanon and has vowed Lo
relaliate against Iran for an Oct 1 missile atlack.
Hezbollah on Wednesday confirmed the death of
Hashem Safieddine, a cleric tipped to succeed the
group’s leader Hassan Nasrallah, a day after the Zionist
army announced his death. “We mourn... the head of the
Executive Council of Hezbollah, his eminence the scholar

BRICS: Putin urges

peace, scores win
with Xi-Modi meet

KAZAN, Russia: World leaders called for peace in
the Middle East and Ukraine at the BRICS summit
in Russia on Wednesday, as President Vladimir Pu-
tin told them he welcomed offers to mediale in the
Ukraine conflict. Meanwhile, Chinese President Xi
Jinping and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
used the summit to showcase ambitions for a more
harmonious relationship between the world’s two
mosl populous countries after years of animosily.

The meeting between Xi and Modi, who have not
held formal talks for five years, was one highlight of
a summit which Putin sought to use to show that the
West had failed Lo isolate Russia over the Ukraine
war. A final communique listed a number of projects
aimed at facilitating trade between BRICS nations —
including an alternative payment system to the dollar
— but did not include details or timelines.

Just two days alter New Delhi announced that it
had reached a deal with Beijing Lo resolve a four-
year military stand-off on their disputed Himalayan

and telecommunication systems, as well as road paving
and other related works.

Osaimi said after the signing ceremony that the
contracts aim for comprehensive repairs ol high-
ways and internal roads in the six governorates and
all areas of Kuwait, with a 10-year warranty that
now extends to the foundation layer. Previously, the
warranty only covered the first and second layers of
the road for five vears.

Meanwhile, the ministry of electricity, water and
renewable energy wrapped up on Wednesday in-
frastructure works of the Gulf Road lighting project
and commenced replacing old models with more en-
ergy-efficient lampposts, adorned with designs in-
spired by Kuwaiti culture and heritage. Ministry of-
ficial Ayman Al-Omani told KUNA following a press
conference that the project, extending from the Sixth

Hashem Safieddine

Sayyed Hashem Safieddine,” the group said in a state-
ment, adding he was killed by “a criminal and aggressive
Zionist raid” alongside other Hezbollah fighters.

In southern Lebanon, AFP correspondents re-

Ring Road intersection to Jamal Abdulnasser Road
intersection, aims to cut energy consumption by 50
to 60 percent. The project is valued at KD 2.466 million
($8.1 million) for a duration of 24 months, beginning from
Dec 2023.The new lampposts add flair to the well-known
road, as they are embellished with Islamic, geometric and
nautical designs, explained Omani. The ministry faced a
few obstacles in executing the project, he revealed, but
those were overcome in cooperation with the ministry
of public works and the Public Authority for Agricultural
Affairs and Fish Resources.

Contract Supervisor Mohammad Al-Sarraf high-
lighted to KUNA the significance of the project, as the
Gulf Road is one of the most vital and touristic roads
in the country. Sarraf spoke of a 10-year plan to install
new LED lampposts and expand the use ol decoralive
posts throughout the country. — Agencies

ported several Zionist air strikes on the coastal city
of Tyre. The altacks sparked a new exodus {rom the
once vibrant cily, where AFPTV foolage showed
plumes of thick black smoke rising after strikes. “The
situation is very bad, we're evacuating people,” said
Mortada Mhanna, who heads Tyre’s disaster man-
agemenl unil. “You could say that the entire city of
Tyre is being evacuated,” said Bilal Kashmar, the
unit’s media officer.

Blinken’s visit to the region is his 11th since the
Gaza war erupted and his first since the Zionist-Hez-
bollah violence escalated to all-out war last month.
Previous US efforts to end the war and contain its
regional [alloul have lailed. The Zionist offensive has
killed 42,792 people in Gaza, mostly civilians. The
health ministry added that more than 100,000 have
been wounded, which represents over four percent
of Gaza’s 2.4 million population.

Continued on Page 6
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KAZAN: Leaders pose for a family photo during the BRICS summit on Oct 23, 2024. — AFP

frontier, Xi told Modi that they should enhance com-
munication and cooperation and effectively manage
differences. (See Page 7)

BRICS - an idea thought up inside Goldman
Sachs two decades ago Lo describe the growing
economic clout of China and other major emerging
markets — is now a group that accounts for 45 per-
cent of the world’s population and 35 percent of the

global economy. The BRICS summit clashes with the
International Monetary Fund and World Bank annual
meelings in Washington.

Former Goldman economist Jim O’Neill, who
coined the BRIC term in 2001, told Reuters that he
had little optimism for the BRICS club as long as
China and India remained so divided.

Continued on Page 6
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Cabinet reviews GCC-EU Summit,
preparations for 45th GCC Summit

Forum is aimed at shaping joint goals and cementing ties

KUWAIT: The Cabinel held its regular weekly
session on Tuesday under the chairmanship of His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Ab-
dullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. Following the session,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for
Cabinel Affairs Sharida Al-Maousherji stated thal
the ministers lauded Kuwait statement, addressed
by the Representative of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Ab-
dullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, at the first GCC-EU
Summit, held in Brussels on Wednesday.

Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah, the Cabinel statement
noted, had stated that the summit constituted an
extraordinary opportunity lo promole bilateral
relations, manifest the joinl serious and sincere
desire to broaden mutual cooperation and press
ahead with comprehensive strategic partnerships
based on the vision of the leaders ol GCC slales.

The Representative of His Highness the Amir
had expressed hope to make progress in the ne-
goliations for [ree trade between the GCC and
the EU, work out a framework accord for co-
operation and find alternative formulas for in-
vesling the abundant resources of the Gull and
EU countries, affirming that Kuwail, as chair of
the GCC in 2024, aspires for full coordination
with the European partners on all issues of com-
mon concern. He had also affirmed keenness on
aiding Iraq to restore ilts regional status, urging
Baghdad to take tangible steps and tackle the

Kuwait Television
wins 2 ASBU
awards for 2024

TUNIS: The Arab States Broadcasting Union’s
(ASBU) standing committee awarded Kuwaiti Tele-
vision Wednesday with two awards during its annual
program compelition. An ASBU statement said that
Kuwait Television came in second in the two union
events, adding that the prizes would be handed
out during the 25th ASBU festival, which would be
scheduled later. The first event, concerned with the
number of television programs and other activities
within the same country, saw Iraq Television winning
the top spot with Saudi Television coming in third. In
the second compelition, featuring annual programs
and activities, Iraq also came on top, with Qatar
Television taking third place. — KUNA

Kuwait signs MoU, aviation
agreements with Suriname,
Spain, Uzbekistan, Cuba

KUALA LUMPUR: The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation signed a number ol agreements
and memoranda of understandings with Spain,
Suriname, Uzbekistan, and Cuba on Wednes-
day. The directorate’s President, Sheikh Hu-
moud Mubarak Al-Humoud Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
signed the agreements during meetings with his
counterparts from these countries as part of the
third day of the Global Air Services Negotiation
Conference (ICAN-2024), held in the Malaysian
capital Kuala Lumpur.

In a statement to KUNA, Sheikh Humoud Al-Sa-
bah said the directorate is eager to connecl Kuwail
International Airport to the biggest international
and regional network of airports. The agreements
will enhance Kuwail’s avialion field on a global lev-
el, speed up launching operations in Kuwait Inter-
national Airporl’s new lerminal, and open new Llrav-
el routes, he noted. The annual meeling, held [rom
21 to 25 Oclober, is organized by the International
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO). The event is an
opportunity for aviation decision-makers, service
providers, and authorities to communicate and share
experience with the aim of developing the global
aviation field. — KUN A

Dubai Judicial
Institute, AMR
mull boosting ties

DUBALI: President of Kuwail’s Authorily for Medi-
cal Responsibility (AMR) Sheikh Dr Salman Khalifa
Al-Sabah and Director General of Dubai Judicial
Institute Dr Ebtessam Al-Badwawi discussed on
Tuesday means of sharing knowledge and exper-
tise in the legal field. The two sides also focused
on boosting collaboration in domains related to ad-
ministrative work, procedures, and issues pertain-
ing to medical malpractice.

Such meetings and visits with brothers aim to ex-
change experience and bolster cooperation to im-
prove administrative and legal services and imple-
ment the best practices and experiments in judicial
development and training processes, UAE'S news
agency (WAM) reported, citing Al-Badwawi. Es-
tablished in 2020 under the law 70 of 2020, the Au-
thority is an independent governmental entity tasked
with the practice of medicine and allied health pro-
fessions, patient’s rights, and healthcare facilities.

The Authority specializes exclusively, through
the committees it forms, in providing expert medi-
cal opinions in complaints, records, communicalions,
reports, court cases, and lawsuits related to medical
errors and professional violations referred or submit-
ted to it against all healthcare professionals, health-
care facilities, whether governmental or private, or the
managers ol the healthcare [acilities. — KUNA

sticking issues with Kuwait, namely the demar-
cation of the marine borders beyond Point 162
according to international conventions and law.

He had also demanded that Iraq abide by bilat-
eral agreements regarding the technical and se-
curity aspects of the maritime waterway at Khor
Abdullah, for these accords boost the concepts of
marine conservalion, regulaling navigalion, com-
baling lerrorism, illegal trade of arms, narcotics,
and humans. He had also affirmed the necessily Lo
pursue the dialogue based on mutual understand-
ing and respect. The Cabinet statement, read by
Minister Mousherji, noted that the Representative
of His Highness the Amir, at the EU-GCC Summil,
called for instant cessalion of the airstrikes by Zi-
onist occupation on Gaza, sparing the region and
the world further hazards and jitters.

He had renewed Kuwait'’s principled, unwaver-
ing, and historic stand in support of the Palestinian
people and their just cause for establishing an in-
dependent state to the June 4, 1967 borders, with
East Jerusalem as its capital, acclaiming a decision
by a number of European states to recognize the
State of Palestine and urging other countries in the
European continent to follow suit. Also in the pro-
ceedings of the session, the ministers were briefed
about the meetings that had been held by the Rep-
resenlative of His Highness the Amir on the sum-
mil’s margins, namely with the Spanish and Greek
premiers and chair of the European Council.

They were also informed about preparations for

: IDCK delegatlon poses for a picture with brokers Sabeeka Al-Bahr and than Marafi.

IDCK promotes,
supports women
empowerment

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: To enlighten the experiences ol pioneering
businesswomen and support the empowerment of Ku-
waiti women, the International Diplomatic Club in Kuwait
(IDCK) met with Sabeeka Al-Bahr and Jihan Maralfi, two
certified brokers in the Kuwaiti real estate industry, on
Tuesday, al Souq Al-Manakh. Ghada Shawky, wife of the
Ambassador of the Arab Republic of Egypt and presi-
dent of the executive board of the IDCK, along with the
IDCK’s delegation were honored to have the chance to
learn about the Kuwaili women’s journey of growth and
achievement as women in a predominantly male field.
Both Marafi and Al-Bahr described the nature of
their work and the challenges they encounter in their
line of work, especially since it is a male-dominated field.
Speaking to the media, Al-Bahr stated that the presence

Early ADHD diagnosis
can shape a child’s
path, experts say

By Passant Hisham

KUWAIT: Secking ecarly diagnoses of ADHD (Atten-
tion-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder) for children without
hesilation or stigma is important for understanding the
underlying causes of their unusual behaviors and provid-
ing effective management strategies, according to Amal
Al-Sayer, founder and chair of Kuwaiti Association for
Learning Differences (KALD). During an ADHD aware-
ness campaign at The Avenues mall on Tuesday, hosted
by KALD, Sayer urged parents who may doubt that their
children are diagnosed ADHD to “please rely on credible
sources and specialists for advice. Don't simply accept
guidance from neighbors or settle for information you
read in magazine articles.”

She also encouraged parents to request personalized
plans tailored to their child’s unique needs, noting that
ADHD can manifest differently in each individual and af-
fect people from childhood into adulthood. Dr Issa Al-Jas-
sem, vice president of the Kuwail Sociely for Learning
Differences, reported that the global prevalence of ADHD
ranges from 3 percent to 5 percent. On a local level, he
announced that KALD has recently completed a compre-
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah presides over a Cabi-

net meeting. — KUNA

hosting the 45th GCC Summit due in Kuwait on De-
cember 1. In this respect, the ministers welcomed
the coming leaders of GCC countries, affirming the
significance of the planned event that depicts the
deep-rooted and historic relations among the coun-
cil member countries. They noted that the summit

of Kuwaili women is strong loday and the support for
women in the real estate market was evident, adding “We
extend our gratitude to all the brokers for their support
on this day. Our entry into the Al-Manakh market is just
the beginning, and we hope it will be a significant addi-
tion to the world of real estate brokerage.”

She noted that working with Marafi al Souq
Al-Manakh will empower Kuwaili women economical-
ly, noting “As women, we have the capability to enter
the real estate market, work together, and support each
other hand in hand, proving that women can succeed
in any field and pursue any career within the economic
sector.” For her part, Marali called on women that noth-
ing should prevent them from participating in any type
of business, stating “No field is exclusive to men, and
women can excel in real estate brokerage. It’s a reward-
ing profession, and if you have the skills and profession-
alism, vou can succeed, regardless of gender.”

“Men have a greater opportunity in their circles and
gatherings (diwanivas), allowing them to reach a wide
audience interested in buying, selling, or investing in real
estate. On the other hand, women often find themselves
needing lo seek information from male relatives like a
brother, father, uncle, or male broker. Why should that
be limited to men? Access Lo information shouldn’t be

Amal Al-Sayer and Dr Issa Al-Jassem pose for a photo.

hensive survey on the prevalence of ADHD among children
in Kuwait, with results expected to be released soon.

The disorder, he stated, is linked to a neurological im-
balance in children and can often be observed as early as
ages of three to four, with a higher prevalence in boys.
In contrast, “girls often manage to control their behav-
ior due to socielal pressures surrounding discipline and
self-control,” he said. Jassem emphasized the importance
of early diagnosis, particularly in kindergarten, Lo ensure
that children receive appropriate support before reach-
ing adulthood, thereby reducing the risk of misunder-
standing, unfair treatment, or academic failure.

However, he cautioned against misinterpreting hy-
peractive behaviors as ADHD, highlighting the need for

would be held to manifest the GCC countries’ advo-
cacy of the joint destiny, goals, and actions for ce-
menting the march of cooperation and the brotherly
bonds for the sake of pushing forward the process
of development in all spheres for meeting the aspi-
rations of the GCC leaders and peoples. — KUNA

a IDCK delegation tour Souq Al-Mubarkiya.

restricted,” she explained.

She concluded “This message is for every Kuwaiti
woman and every woman around the world: real estate
brokerage is not exclusive to men. It is a noble and ful-
filling profession, and we encourage women to step into
this field.” The group was comprised of IDCK members,
which included female Ambassadors and wives of Am-
bassadors. They also extended an invitation for promi-
nent Kuwaiti women in the political sphere to join them.

The delegation was additionally honored with the
presence of the former minister of Social Affairs Dr
Ghadeer Aseri and Alia Al Khaled, former Kuwaiti
MP. Following the opening ceremony and the tour in
Souq Al-Manakh, the IDCK members had the oppor-
tunity to visit Souq Al-Mubarakiya, Kuwait’s oldest
and most famous markel. The ladies, who were ac-
companied by three guides, had the great opportuni-
ty to experience the lively atmosphere that has been
{lourishing for over 200 years.

The Souq is a true gem of local goods such as hand-
icrafts, vintage goods, spices, textiles, and other com-
modities. It is also a gastronomy haven, where people
enjoy delicious Kuwaiti dishes; and to experience a per-
fect Kuwaiti day, the members were generously invited
for lunch at Souq Al-Mubarakiya.

KALD booth in Avenues Mall Phase 2.

official diagnoses from specialized centers, which can
differentiate between temporary behaviors influenced
by external [actors and more permanent disorders. While
Dr Jassem acknowledged that hyperactivity may persist
even after treatment, he noted that children can learn to
refine and better control their behaviors.

In discussing available resources, Sayer highlighted
several centers in Kuwait that offer ADHD accurate tests
and diagnostic services, including public mental health
cenlers, Al-Manara Center for Mental Health for Children
and Adolescents, the Public Authority for Persons with
Disabilities, and various private hospital centers. She also
announced KALD’s plans to open its own diagnostic unit
to enhance early detection efforts.
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Kuwait: Zionists should be held accountable
for gruesome crimes in Palestine, .ebanon

UN Human Rights Chiel condemns deadly strike near Beirut hospital

Zeina Al-Dalloum

NEW YORK: Kuwait called on the international
communily on Tuesday Lo unify efforts Lo hold Zion-
ist occupation accountable for its gruesome crimes
committed in Palestine and Lebanon. Delivering the
speech of Kuwait permanent mission to the United
Nations before the sixth political committee of legal
affairs, Kuwait’s diplomatic attaché Zeina Al-Dal-
loum stressed that Zionist crimes are genocide and
crimes against humanity against Palestinian and
Lebanese people.

The international communily has been silent
while the occupation has been commilting crimes
against humanity in the Gaza Strip for more than
one year, Al-Dalloum said. The Zionist occupation
also launched its brutal aggression on Lebanon, she
said, expressing Kuwail’s condemnation of Zionist
occupation continued ignorance of international
legilimacy resolutions, which call for the full with-
drawal from Palestinian territories.

The occupation forces violates Lebanon’s sover-
eignty and threaten its security through their bru-
tal attacks that killed several civilians, she added.
Al-Dalloum stressed the need ol ensuring Palestin-
ians’ rights Lo self-delermination, and the establish-
ment of an independent Palestinian state on June 4,
1967 borders and East Jerusalem as its capital, as a
main step for maintaining international peace and
securily. Kuwail has been promoling justice and
combaling all forms of injustice, violence and cor-
ruption, out of its belief in the rule of law, she stated.

She referred to Kuwail’s speech before the In-
ternational Courl of Justice (ICJ) regarding the
legal impacts of Zionist occupation policies and

Kuwait underlines
importance of UN
humanitarian role

NEW YORK: Kuwail on Tuesday affirmed the im-
portance of the prominent role of the United Nations
through multilateral action to help and support af-
flicted peoples in all ways, which translates collective
humanitarian action in its most beautiful form. The
Permanent Delegation of Kuwail made the remarks
in a speech to the United Nations, which was de-
livered by Diplomatic Attache Abdullah Bu Abbas
before the Second Committee of the United Nations
for Economic and Financial Affairs under the item
(Eradicating Poverty and Development Issues).

Bu Abbas said, “Today we are addressing sensi-
tive issues related to eradicating poverty, agricultur-
al development, food security, and nutrition, due to
their great importance in the lives of people and their

Kuwait promotes
sustainable peace

KUWAIT: Minister of Foreign Affairs Abdullah
Al-Yahya said Tuesday Kuwail, as an aclive member of
the UN, played a leading role in enhancing the organi-
zation’s agenda for protecting international peace and
security. He hailed the UN Day, observed on Oclober
24, saying this is an occasion for Kuwait to renew ils
commilment Lo conlributing lo the valuable efforts of
the UN to serve humanity. Al-Yahya made the com-
ments at a celebration hosted by the UN mission in
Kuwait on Tuesday in the presence of Deputy Foreign
Minister Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and
a number of senior diplomats and representatives of
the UN mission and friendly countries.

The UN Day provides an opportunity for the
international community to recommit itsell to the
principles and objectives of the UN Charter with a
view to realizing the common aspirations for peace
and securily, he said. “The UN conslitutes the cor-
nerstone of multilateral action and an unparalleled
global organization having a legitimacy and ability
to lobby for collective action,” Al-Yahya pointed out.

Since joining the UN in 1963, Kuwait has provided
all possible support to the UN-sponsored activities,
particularly in the humanitarian and developmental
areas, in order to ensure prosperity for all nations of
the world and alleviate the sulfering of disaster-hit
people. Kuwait, as a beacon of hope, believing deep-
ly in the significance of colleclive action, has offered
a helping hand to those who need help regardless of
any ethnic or religious consideralions.

Kuwait rose to the challenge in providing pro-
tection to civilians trapped in armed conflict and
used protective diplomacy to address the root
causes of instability through peaceful dialogue,
thus backing the UN agenda for a more secure
world, the minister explained. Under the wise
leadership of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Mishal
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah, Kuwait reaffirms its commitment to pro-
tecting international peace and security, alleviating
the suffering of disaster-hit nations, and supporting
sustainable development, as Al-Yahya pointed out.

He spoke highly of the UN’s contributions to se-

EL KHIYAM, Lebanon: Smoke clouds rise following a Zionist airstrike on the village of Khiam in southern
Lebanon near the border on October 23, 2024. — AFP

practices on the occupied Palestinian territories,
including Al-Quds Al-Sharif. Kuwait affirmed that
abiding by the rule of law on international and lo-
cal levels is essential for sustainable development
and economic growth, and combating poverly and
starvation as well as protecting human rights and
freedom, she pointed out.

Kuwait’s Constitution respects the rule of law
and separation among authorities, she said. On em-
powering women, Al-Dalloum said Kuwait trusts
women'’s position and their key role in making de-
cisions and raising the counlry’s slalus, inlernation-
ally, pointing to women’s occupation in judicial, ex-
ecutive and legislative authorities. Kuwait has been
proceeding with digitization as it launched “Sahel”
app to facilitate services. Al-Dalloum emphasized
Kuwait’s commitment to all laws and international
charters that enhance the rule of law, on a basis of

Abdullah Bu Abbas

suslainability,” in light of the tragedies wilnessed by
the world. Bu Abbas referred to the reports issued
by the United Nalions regarding the waler crisis,
which indicate that 40 percent of the world’s popu-
lation today suffers from water scarcity and that up
to 700 million people will be at risk of displacement
due Lo severe waler scarcily by 2030.

He added that the report warned that 80 per-
cent of sewage is pumped untreated into the envi-

justice and equality.

Meanwhile, UN Human Rights Chiel Volker Turk
has condemned Zionist airstrike near Rafiq Hariri
University Hospital in Beirut’s densely populated
Jnah neighborhood that reportedly killed at least
18 people including four children and wounded 60
others. In a statement released from Geneva, Turk
said “The hospital itself which is one of the main
hospitals in Beirut and has received a large number
of patients throughout the conflict. It also appears
Lo have been damaged in the strike late on Mon-
day.” Turk reiterated his call in the respect of the
fundamental principles of international humanitar-
ian law and called on the prompt investigation into
that violation. He also called the UN’s call for an
immediate cessation of hostilities and reminded all
parties that the protection of civilians must be the
absolute top priority. — KUNA

ronment, and water-related disasters represent 90
percent of the most destruclive natural disasters
since 1990. The diplomatic attaché also referred to
the report issued by the International Committee of
the Red Cross, which stated that there are about 346
million people in Africa suffering from severe food
insecurity, meaning that a quarter of the continent’s
population does not have enough food.

Bu Abbas stated that about 96 percent of the pop-
ulation of Gaza (2.1 million people) face high levels of
severe food insecurity, according to a report issued
by the Uniled Nations on the high risks of famine in
the State of Palestine. In this context, the diplomatic
attaché pointed to the role of the State of Kuwait and
its efforts to help affected countries by establishing
external mechanisms to help those countries and al-
leviate their sulfering. The diplomatic attaché cited
the prominent role of the Kuwait Fund for Economic
Development, which provides grants and soft loans
without regard to any political or religious consider-
ations to 105 countries around the world, so that the
humanitarian concern is the highest and the fixed line
on which it proceeds. — KUNA

Minister of Foreign Affairs Abdullah Al-Yahya poses for a group photo with UN representatives in the

country. — KUNA photos
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Minister of Foreign Affairs Abdullah Al-Yahya

curity and peace since its foundation in 1945. The
UN Day celebration, themed “sustainable peace
and security,” coincides this year with formidable
and unprecedented challenges [acing the world,
including highly complicated conflicts, which made
the UN role in resolving the conflicts and restoring
stability more important than ever, he noted. Re-
calling the historic role of the UN in helping Kuwait
restore its sovereignty and liberty in 1991, Al-Yahya
said this was one of the most important and most
successful examples of the UN role in protecling
international peace and security.

On her part, United Nations Resident Coor-
dinator to Kuwait Ghada Hatim El-Tahir said that
Kuwait, through commitment to the international
conventions, continued to be an essential partner

United Nations Resident Coordinator to the State of
Kuwait Ghada EI-Tahir

of the UN in the journey to peace and development.
Kuwail and the UN work logether for realizing
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and
promoting sustainable peace and collective action
worldwide, she noted.

The UN agencies have genuine partnerships with
the government and people of Kuwait in various ar-
eas such as economic diversification, empowerment
of youth, promotion of health, education, and em-
ployment, environment protection, and promotion
of human rights and governance, El-Tahir stlated.
The 2024 global peace index ranked the State of
Kuwait first among the Middle East and North Af-
rica (MENA) countries and 25th on the world level,
which signals Kuwait’s leading role in peacebuild-
ing, she added. — KUNA

Simple steps for a
healthier workplace

By Dr Sajed Al Abdali, MD

o vyou ever finish your workday with
D a slill neck or aching back? You're

not alone. As a doctor who has spent
years helping workers stay healthy, I've
seen how small changes in how we work
can make a big difference in how we feel.
In my practice, I often meet office workers
worried about wrist pain or back prob-
lems affecting their careers. The solutions
are usually simpler than they expecl — of-
ten involving basic workspace adjustments
and posture improvements. Time after time,
these small changes have helped people
continue their work pain-free.

What exactly is ergonomics? Simply put,
il's the science of making your workspace
fit you, rather than forcing your body Lo fit
your workspace. Think of it like a well-fit-
ted shoe — when it’s right, you hardly no-
tice it's there. When it’s wrong, every step
is uncomfortable. Over the years, our work
habits have changed dramatically. When
I started my career, mosl concerns came
from factory workers and manual labor-
ers. Now, with many of us spending hours
al computers, we face different challenges.
Our bodies weren't designed to sit at desks
all day, slaring al screens.

Here are some simple tips I share
with my patients:

First, think about your posture. Imagine
a gentle string pulling you up from the top
of your head. Your back should be naturally
straight, not slouched. When Lyping, your
elbows should be at about 90 degrees, like
holding a book comfortably. Second, re-
member to move. I tell my patients, “The
best posture is your next posture.” Set a
reminder Lo stand up and strelch every
hour. Even a shorl walk Lo gel waler can
help prevent stiffness.

Third, set up your workspace proper-
ly. Your computer screen should be at eye
level — you shouldn’t have to look down at
it. A simple stack of books to raise your
screen can work perfectly well. These days,
I'm seeing new problems from our con-
stant use of phones and tablets. Looking
down at your phone for hours can strain
your neck — what we doctors now call “text
neck”. Try holding your phone higher and
taking regular breaks.

Working from home has created new
challenges. Many people work from their
sofas or beds, which can lead to back
problems. If you work from home, try to
sel up a proper workspace, even il il’s just
a small desk in a corner. The good news
is that preventing these problems doesn’t
have to be expensive. Small changes can
make a big difference. In my experience,
simple adjustments to chair heights and
screen posilions oflen solve many common
complaints.

Some warning signs to watch for are
persistent neck or back pain; numbness or
tingling in your hands; headaches that get
worse during the workday; shoulder or
wrist pain. If you experience these symp-
toms regularly, it’s worth lalking lo your
doctor or an occupational health specialist.

Looking ahead, new technology is mak-
ing il easier Lo work comfortably. We now
have chairs that remind you to move, desks
thal can be used while standing or silling,
and tools that help analyze your posture.
But remember — even the most expensive
chair won't help if you're not using it cor-
rectly. For employers, investing in work-
place comfort makes good business sense.
Companies that take care of their workers’
health often see fewer sick days and belter
productivity. It's much cheaper to prevent
problems than to fix them later.

Whether you work in an office, at home,
or somewhere in between, taking care of
your poslure and workspace selup is cru-
cial. These simple changes can help you
stay comfortable and healthy at work,
today and for vears to come. Remember:
your body is designed to move. The best
posture is always your next posture. Small
changes in how you work can make a big
difference in how vou feel at the end of
each day.
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Meeting of experts of environment and climate
change. — KUNA photos

OAPEC underlines the
need to balance energy
and climate fallout

KUWAIT: Secrelary General of the Organization of
Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries (OAPEC) Ja-
mal Al-Loughani said on Wednesday il is essential
to ensure balance between energy security and re-
duction of climate change fallout. Al-Loughani made
the statement while addressing a two-day meeting
of experts of environment and climate change, held
in Kuwait. He added that the member states adopt
an all-out and fair approach of relying on all energy
sources and tapping all technologies on future en-
ergy lracks.

He added that the OAPEC Secretariat was keen
on holding such coordinative meelings ahead of
the annual meeting of the Conference of the Parties
(COP) to the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change with a view to making prepa-
rations and crystallizing Arab negotiation stances
during the forthcoming round (COP 29) due in Baku,
Azerbaijan, mid-November. The OAPEC chief un-
derlined that the significance of this gathering comes
out of the fact that the conferees will weigh and an-
alyze topics and matters that require coordination,
particularly among committees and taskforces of the
Paris Agreement. — KUNA
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KFH promotes digital literacy, offers
dedicated transformation programs

Part of the Bank’s participation in the ATD summit Kuwait

KUWAIT: As part of its ongoing commitment Lo sup-
porting and developing human talent, Kuwait Finance
House (KFH) participated in the Association for Talent
Development (ATD) Summit Kuwait, organized by ATD
over two days at the Jumeirah Hotel. Local and Interna-
tional experts led panel discussions and lectures at the
conference, discussing innovative talent development
strategies for the digital workplace.

During his participation in the panel discussion titled
“Deciphering Digital Transformation: Gaining Benefits,
Overcoming Challenges”, KFH Group Chief Human
Resources and Transformation Officer, Zeyad Abdul-
lah AlOmar, stated that KKFH fosters a digital-friendly
environment. He added that before implementing the
digital environment, KFH, in collaboration with a global
company, conducted a comprehensive digital readiness
assessment within the Bank. The purpose of this pro-
cess was to ascertain KFH's current state and assess
employee preparedness for digitalization.

“Based on the assessment results, KI'H developed a
strategic plan, commencing with senior management,
to design comprehensive programs for all employees.
This required a thorough evaluation of the bank’s in-
frastructure and the formulation of a clear digitaliza-
tion strategy.” AlOmar elaborated, “KFH approached
digitalization as a change management process. Digi-
tal transformation at KFH has become a fundamental
methodology guiding all of its programs.”

He pointed out that KFH has taken inilialives Lo
embrace a digital-friendly environment and emerging
lechnologies such as Digital Print System Manage-
ment. “This aligns seamlessly with our broader digital
transformation efforts and provides our employees with
valuable data analytics insights. It tracks and reports
the quantity of black-and-white as well as color pag-
es printed. It also shows the total cost on a monthly or
yearly basis, enhancing employee experience by pro-
moting digital literacy and transparency that contribute
to operational efficiency and cost optimization,” AlO-
mar explained.

Speaking about the digital HR operations at the
Bank, AlOmar noted that KFH is the first Kuwaiti bank
to implement Oracle Fusion HCM Cloud. By leveraging
Al-powered data analytics, KFH can enhance efficien-
cy, productivity, and business agility. Meanwhile, he ex-
pressed his pride that the HR department at KFH was
awarded with the Best Approach to HCM Innovation
(Bronze) and Best HR Data Analytics (Bronze) from the
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Ziad Al-Omar speaks during the panel discussion.

prominent Brandon Hall Group in recognition of its ef-
forts and unwavering commitment to fostering a digi-
tal-friendly workplace.

Digital literacy

Irom the outsel of its digital transformation strategy,
KFH prioritized digital literacy. To achieve this, AlOmar
emphasized that KFH invested in leadership training,
employed structured methodologies, and fostered a
culture of continuous improvement. These efforts sig-
nificantly enhanced KFH’s digital adoption and posi-
tioned it for long-term success in the digital era.

He highlighted KFH’s efforts in promoting digital lit-
eracy, pointing out that KFH continues to identify indi-
vidual capabilities and offers dedicated “Digital Trans-
formation” programs. These programs provide tailored
training for digilal lools and connect them Lo real jobs.
Moreover, KFH ensures that the digital transformation
concept is integrated into all training programs, foster-
ing its adoption within the organizational culture.

Additionally, AlOmar indicaled that KFH has also

health agreement
to boost staff skills

RIYADH: Kuwait Institute for Medical Special-
izalions on Tuesday signed an agreement with the
Saudi Commission for Health Specialties to enhance
training and skills of medical cadres. The deal, signed
on the sidelines of the Institute’s participation in the
Global Health Exhibition, hosted by Riyadh from Oc-
tober 21-24, aims to boost coordination between the
two sides and share expertise in health education
and training in a manner that contributes to raising
the efficiency ol medical stalf, Kuwail’s Health Min-
istry said in a stalement.

It also covers bolstering joint coordination for pro-
[essional license Llests of medicine and dentistry fields
to improve health services in both countries, it noted.
The agreement was signed by Dr Abdurrahman Al-Mu-
tairi, Undersecretary of Kuwait’s Ministry of Health and
Acting Secretary General of the Institute, and Aws
Al-Shamsan, Secrelary General of the Saudi commis-
sion, according Lo the statement.

Industrial Policy Forum

In another development, the Multilateral Industrial
Policy Forum kicked off on Wednesday in Riyadh under
the theme “Industrial Policies for a Sustainable Future.”
In his opening speech, Saudi Minister of Industry and
Mineral Resources Bandar Al-Khorayel highlighted the
importance of adapting to the rapid global changes and
seizing opportunities to enhance global competitive-
ness. The two-day forum was organized by the Saudi
Ministry of Industry and Mineral Resources in partner-
ship with the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO).

made other efforts to promote digital literacy. These
include the new branded edition of its Forssah program
titled Forssah Tech, enabling fresh graduates to build a
career in the Islamic Banking industry through an In-
tensive 6-month bootcamp. Since launched, more than
40 hired employees graduated from this program. KFH
has also signed an MoU with Sabah Al-Ahmad Center
for Giftedness and Crealivily, becoming the first bank in
Kuwait to conclude an agreement fostering innovation
and digital efforts among the youth.

It is worth noting that the ATD summit, which took
place on October 14 and 15 in Kuwait, hosted panel
discussions and presentations by globally renowned
speakers and prominent HR professionals in Kuwait.
With more than 30,000 members, the Association for
Talent Development (ATD) is the world’s largest asso-
ciation dedicated to professionals in the field of talent
development. Founded in 1943 as the American Sociely
for Training and Development, in 2014 the organization
was rebranded the Association for Talent Development
to reflect the broadening scope of the profession.

KUNA Chief and Tajik
ambassador discuss
boosting media ties

KUWAIT: Director General of Kuwail News Agency
(KUNA) Dr Fatima Al-Salem and Tajikistan’s Ambas-
sador to Kuwait Zubaydullo Zubaydzoda discussed on
Tuesday ways to enhance media cooperation. During
the meeting at KUNA headquarters, Dr Al-Salem
pointed out the vital role of media in boosting bilat-
eral relations and cooperation. For his part, Ambas-
sador Zubaydzoda praised strong bilateral relations
between Tajikistan and Kuwait, stressing his country’s
desire to enhance media cooperation with KUNA;
one of the most important media institutions in the
region. He added that cooperation would contribute
to enhancing mutual understanding and conveying a
positive image of the two countries. — KUNA

Al-Khorayef emphasized that no single country
can achieve all its goals alone, stressing the need
for international cooperation across sectors Lo
share information and data to tackle global chal-
lenges. He also underscored the need for signifi-
canl investments in infrastructure, lechnology, and
education over the next decade and highlighted
the importance of debt relief and improved access
to resources for developing countries. UNIDO
Director General Gerd Muller echoed these sen-
liments, stressing that the world was facing im-
mense challenges and global crises with industry
playing a crucial role in addressing them.

Muller pointed out that the world was witnessing
a population growth of 80 million people annually,
primarily in developing nations, and emphasized the
need for millions of new jobs in these countries by
2050 to accommodate the growing youth population.
Muller also addressed the increasing global demand
for food and energy, projecting that food demand
would rise by 50 percent and energy demand by 70
percent by 2050. He emphasized the urgency of in-
vesling in renewable energy, such as green hydrogen,
and transitioning to a circular economy to mitigate
the effects of climale change.

The forum aims to promote sustainable global in-
dustrial policies and foster international cooperation to
achieve the United Nations’ Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) and Saudi Arabia’s 2030 Vision. It fea-
tures a series of ministerial roundtable discussions with
ministers from various countries, alongside experts
and decision-makers from both the public and private
sectors. Ministers of energy and industry from Saudi
Arabia and other countries, including the UAE, Egvpt,
Singapore, Bahrain, and Morocco, were participaling,
demonstrating a global commitment to joint efforts in
advancing industrial transformation. The event seeks Lo
accelerate industrial development while balancing na-
lional and international interests, aligning with the Unit-
ed Nations’ development agenda. — KUNA

Kuwait and Saudi Arabia officials ink health agreement on boosting staff skills. — KUNA
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Zionist bombardment impedes
Gaza polio vaccination drive

Mass displacement orders, attacks on civilian infrastructure force WHO to call off vaccinations

GENEVA: The World Health Organization said
Wednesday that “intense bombardment” and “es-
calating violence” in northern Gaza had forced it lo
postpone the final phase of a child polio vaccination
drive. The necessary second round of vaccinalions
has been completed in central and southern Gaza,
and was to begin on Wednesday in the north. But
the WHO said it had been “compelled to postpone”
the bid to give 119,279 children in northern Gaza a
second vaccine dose. The Zionist enlily launched a
major air and ground assault in northern Gaza this
month, claiming it was to stop Hamas {rom regroup-
ing in the area. More than 770 Palestinians have
been killed and 1,000 wounded after 19 days of mil-
itary attacks and siege on Jabalia, in northern Gaza,
the Lerritory’s government media office says.

The vaccination campaign was called off “due to
the escalaling violence, intense bombardment, mass
displacement orders, and lack of assured humanitar-
ian pauses across most of northern Gaza,” the UN
health agency said. “The current conditions, includ-
ing ongoing allacks on civilian infrastructure, con-
tinue to jeopardize people’s safety and movement in
northern Gaza, making it impossible for families to
safely bring their children for vaccination,” and for
health workers to operate, it added.

Second dose needed
The vaccination drive began after the Gaza
Strip confirmed its first case of polio in 25 years.
The war has left most medical facilities and Gaza’s
sewage system in ruins. Typically spread through
sewage and contaminated water, poliovirus is
highly infectious. It can cause deformities and
paralysis, and is polentially fatal, mainly affecting
children under the age of five. The WHO says a
minimum of two separate doses of oral vaccine are
needed to interrupt poliovirus transmission, re-
quiring 90 percent of all children aged under 10 to

be vaccinated in a given community.

US has not seen
evidence of Hezbollah
bunker under hospital

ROME: US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin said
on Wednesday that he had not seen evidence that
there was a Hezbollah bunker filled with cash built
under a hospital in Beirut, adding that Washing-
ton would continue to work with the Zionist enti-
Ly Lo gel belter insights. The Zionist military said
that Hezbollah has stashed hundreds of millions

US ‘absolutely’ ready
to elect first woman
president: Harris

WASHINGTON: Kamala Harris said Tuesday that
America is “absolutely” ready to elect its first wom-
an president but downplayed her historic bid, say-
ing she simply wants to turn the page for a nation
“exhausted” by Donald Trump With two weeks to
Election Day, Harris and Trump are saturaling swing
states with rallies and taking to the airwaves and
podcasts on the hunt for an advantage in a race that
polls suggest is effectively tied. Speaking on the na-
tional NBC network, Harris responded “absolutely”
when asked il America was ready Lo elect its first
woman — but also noled her candidacy was about
“turning the page.”

MADISON: Former US President Barack Obama
(right) smiles next to Democratic vice presidential
candidate Tim Walz after speaking during a cam-
paign rally in support of Kamala Harris on October
22, 2024. — AFP

“People are exhausted with Donald Trump and
his approach, because it’s all about himself,” she
said. Trump, speaking Lo supporters in North Car-
olina, pitched a very different message. “This elec-
tion is a choice between whether we will have four
more years of incompelence, failure and disasler,
or whether we’ll begin the four greatest years in the
history of our country,” he said to cheers. He repeat-
edly called Harris and her running mate Tim Walz
stupid during the rally.

KHAN YUNIS: A medic administers a polio vaccine to a Palestinian child in Khan Yunis in the southern Gaza Strip on October 19, 2024. — AFP

As in the initial round of vaccinations last month,
the second round was divided into three phases,
helped by localized “humanitarian pauses” in the
fighting: first in central Gaza, then in the south and
finally the north. Each phase was to take up to four
days. The WHO warns that immunity levels are lower
il the second dose is given more than six weeks aller
the first. The UN agency said the approved area for

ol dollars in cash and gold in a bunker built un-
der a hospital in Beirut, adding that it would not
strike the [acilily as it keeps up allacks against the
group’s financial assels. “We have nol seen evi-
dence of that at this moment. But, you know, we
will conlinue Lo collaborale with our (Zionisl enli-
ty) counterparts to gain better fidelity on exactly
what they are looking at,” Austin told reporters in
Rome. Fadi Alameh, a Lebanese lawmaker with the
Shi'ite Amal Movement party and the director of
the hospital in question, Al-Sahel, has told Reuters
that the Zionist entity was making false and slan-
derous claims and called on the Lebanese Army
to visit and show it had only operating rooms, pa-
tients and a morgue. — Reuters

‘Lock him up’

The race is overshadowed by extraordinary ten-
sions and fears of violence or a refusal by Trump
to recognize the results if he loses, as he continues
to do over his 2020 loss to Joe Biden. Harris told
NBC that her campaign was “of course” ready for
a scenario where Trump prematurely claims victo-
ry during a vole-counting process that could take
days to complete. Biden, who has been an infrequent
presence in Harris’s campaign, took a shot at Trump
Tuesday by re-wording the ex-president’s notorious
anti-Hillary Clinton chant of “Lock her up”.

On a visil to New Hampshire, Biden told a small
crowd that “we got to lock” Trump up — adding
quickly, “politically lock him up.”

With Trump facing multiple pending criminal
charges as he compeles against Harris Lo succeed
Biden, the White House has been very careful not
to weigh in on the Republican’s legal problems.
The Trump campaign responded that Biden and
Harris had a “plan all along ... to politically perse-
cute their opponent.”

About 18 million Americans have already voled
by mail or in person—representing more than 10
percent of the total in 2020. Some polls appear to
be giving the Republican, who at 78 is the oldest
nominee from a major party in US history, a slight
edge recently—but all within the margin of error.
Whaltever the result, US volers will make history on
November 5: they will either elect the country’s first
woman president, or they will put the first convicted
felon into the White House.

Harris, 60, is also deploying two of her parly’s
most popular emissaries onto the campaign trail:
Barack and Michelle Obama. The former president,
speaking al a rally in Madison on Tuesday, rolled
back the years with fiery attacks on Trump. “Don’t
boo, vote!” he implored people after his jibes. Lat-
er in the day, Rapper Eminem upped the star factor
when he introduced Obama at a major Harris cam-
paign event in Detroit, drawing a rapped reply from
the ex-president. “I don't usually get nervous, but
I was feeling some kinda way following Eminem,”
Obama said before launching into a recitation of the
lyrics to the rapper’s hit “Lose Yourself”.

At the same time, Trump has increasingly repeat-
ed conspiracy theories on the campaign Lrail, often
taking aim at migrants and his political opponents.
While speaking to Latino leaders Tuesday in Florida
he said: “As president, you have tremendous — it's
called extreme power. You have extreme power.”
“You can, just by the fact, you say, ‘Close the border,’
and the border’s closed,” he added. — AFP

humanitarian pauses in the north had been cut down
to Gaza Cily alone, meaning many children would
have missed the second dose. This would “seriously
jeopardize efforts to stop the transmission of polio-
virus in Gaza”, it said.

Since the second round of the campaign began
on October 14, some 442,855 children under 10 have
been vaccinated in central and southern Gaza, with

coverage at 94 percent. Meanwhile 357,802 children
aged two lo 10 were given vilamin A supplements.
“It is imperative to stop the polio outbreak as soon
as possible, before more children are paralyzed and
poliovirus spreads further,” the UN health agen-
¢y said. “It is crucial therefore thal the vaccinalion
campaign in northern Gaza is facilitated through the
implementation of the humanitarian pauses.” — AFP
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Tropical storm batters Philippines

14 dead, thousands evacuated as torrential rains submerge villages, unleash volcanic sediment

POLANGUI: A coast guard rescue boat evacuates residents to safer grounds in Polangui town, Albay province
South of Manila on October 23, 2024. — AFP photos

Conman ‘judge’
arrested in India for
running fake court

AHMEDABAD, India: Indian police have ar-
rested an alleged conman accused of spend-
ing nearly five years pretending to be a judge
and ruling on various disputes in a fake tribu-
nal he set up himself. Morris Samuel Christian
promised people in the western state of Guja-
rat swift rulings on land disputes in exchange
for a heavy fee, presiding over cases in an of-
fice furnished o look like a genuine court, ac-
cording lo a document issued by a local judge.
Christian, who is in his 40s, appeared in actual
court on Tuesday on charges of impersonation,
cheating, forgery and criminal conspiracy,
broadcaster India Today reported.

The alleged fraud came to light when a resi-
dent in the state’s Ahmedabad city approached
areal courl regarding a land trade worth a bil-
lion dollars. “(Christian) created a fake tribunal
... creating the atmosphere of a court by keep-
ing lawyers present, by behaving like a judge
.. and by making it all appear as real court
proceedings,” Ahmedabad city court Judge J L
Chovaliya said in a wrilten order. This is nol
Christian’s first run-in with law enforcement. He
was jailed for three months in 2007 for practic-
ing as a lawyer despite the state’s bar council
saying had no valid law degree. — AFP

Global business web
behind Malaysia’s
‘houses of horror’

KUALA LUMPUR: A Malaysian conglomerate under
investigation for child abuse and money laundering elud-
ed authorities for years by hiding behind a thriving glob-
al Islamic business network, according to police and the
company’s now-offline website. Horrific allegations of child
sexual assault came to light in September when police first
rescued more than 400 youngsters from care homes oper-
aled by Global Ikhwan Services and Business (GISB).
Malaysian police chief Razarudin Husain has said that
at least 13 youngsters under 17 suffered sexual abuse in
what the media has dubbed as the “houses of horror”. The
group ran more than 100 care homes in the Muslim-ma-
jority Southeast Asian nation where children as young as
one year old were housed. “They basically exploit religious
belief, and this is not unusual. A lot of cults operate like this
.. It's a form of social engineering,” Munira Mustafa, execu-
tive director of security consultancy Chasseur Group in the
capital Kuala Lumpur, told AFP. “It’'s just them being very
adept at leveraging the potential vulnerabilities that exist in

US calls for truce as
Zionists choke ...

Continued from Page 1

Of at least 20 people reported killed by Zionist
military strikes across the enclave on Wednesday, 18
deaths were in northern Gaza, as Zionist forces intensi-
fied a siege of northern parts of the Palestinian enclave,
surrounding hospitals and refugee shelters, and order-
ing residents to head south, medics and residents said.

Blinken claimed the Zionist entity had “achieved
most of its strategic objectives” in Gaza and now
needed Lo build on those gains. “Now is the lime Lo
turn those successes inlo enduring, stralegic suc-
cess,” Blinken said as he left the Zionist entity, after
meetings with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
and other top officials.

Addressing the Zionist entity’s pledge to retaliate
for Iran’s Oct 1 attack, he said: “It’s also very import-
ant that (the Zionist entity) respond in ways that do
nol creale grealer escalation.” Blinken laler began
a visit to Saudi Arabia, which has put on hold talks
towards a normalization deal with the Zionist entity
until a Palestinian state is created. Blinken renewed
his bid to broker diplomatic ties between them, urg-
ing the Zionist entily to seize an “incredible opportu-
nily in this region Lo move in a tolally different direc-
tion”. Next, he is to travel to Qatar and Britain, where
he will hold talks on the Gaza and Lebanon wars.

Speaking at a summit in Russia, Iran’s President
Masoud Pezeshkian urged members of the BRICS

MANILA: Philippine rescuers waded through chest-
deep floodwaters Wednesday to reach residents trapped
by Tropical Storm Trami, which has killed 14 people and
forced thousands to evacuate as it barrels toward the
east coast. Torrential rain has turned streets into rivers,
submerged entire villages and buried some vehicles in
volcanic sediment set loose by the downpour. At least
32,000 people have fled their homes in the northern
Philippines, police said, as the storm edges closer to the
Southeast Asian country’s main island of Luzon.

In the Bicol region, about 400 kilometers (249 miles)
southeast of the capital Manila, “unexpectedly high” flood-
ing was complicating rescue efforts, said police. “We sent
police rescue teams but they struggled to enter some ar-
eas because the flooding was high and the current was so
strong,” regional police spokeswoman Luisa Calubaquib
Lold AFP. Eleven people drowned in floodwaters in the Bicol
city of Naga, local police chief Erwin Rebellion told AFP.

An elderly woman drowned in Quezon province
southeast of the capital, while a toddler was also killed
after falling into a flooded canal, police said. Manila’s
civil defense office reported one person was killed
by a falling tree branch. As of 8 pm (1200 GMT), the

Living pollution-free
a ‘fundamental right’,
India’s top court says

NEW DELHI: Living in a pollution-free environment
is a fundamental right, India’s Supreme Court said on
Wednesday as it urged authorities to address deteri-
oraling air qualily in the north of the country. India’s
capital Delhi recorded a “very poor” air quality index
of 364 on Wednesday, according to the Central Pollu-
tion Control Board, which considers readings below
50 to be good. Swiss group IQAir rated Delhi the
world’s most polluted city in its live rankings. The city
battles toxic air every winter and authorities say much
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SELAYANG: GISB CEO Nasiruddin Mohd Ali (in white)
along with his management arrives at the Magis-
trate Court in Selayang, on the outskirts of Kuala
Lumpur on October 23, 2024. — AFP
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society. It's as simple as that,” she added. A total of 625 chil-
dren have been rescued, while 415 people have been arrest-
ed in large-scale police raids that crippled the company’s
businesses. The firm’s chief executive Nasiruddin Ali was
charged on Wednesday along with his wife Azura Yusof
and 20 senior leaders with being members of an organized
crime group. Several other people have been charged with
criminal intimidation and child abuse.

Authorilies have seized properties and frozen bank ac-

group of nations to help “end the war” in Gaza and
Lebanon. A Hamas official also told AFP that a dele-
gation led by a top official in the movement arrived
in Moscow on Wednesday for talks on the Gaza war
and efforts to halt it. On aid to Gaza, Blinken said he
saw “progress being made, which is good, but more
progress needs to be made and, most critically, it
needs to be sustained”. His remarks come as con-
cerns rise for tens of thousands of civilians trapped
by fighting in the hard-to-reach north.

The Zionist entity launched a major air and ground
assault in northern Gaza this month, vowing to stop
Hamas fighters from regrouping. The only medical
facility still partially functioning in the targeted area
has “no medicine or medical supplies”, warned Hos-
sam Abu Safia, the director of Kamal Adwan Hos-
pital. “People are being killed in the streets, and we
can’t help them. Bodies are lying on the streets.”

The World Health Organization said it was forced
to postpone the last phase of a polio vaccination
drive in Gaza due to “intense bombardment” and vi-
olence in the north. The UN agency for Palestinian
refugees said another of its workers had been killed
in Gaza, after a strike hit an UNRWA vehicle. An
AFP photographer reported a strike in the southern
city of Khan Yunis, leaving a mangled aid truck and
mourners gathered around two bodies.

The Zionist entity has ramped up its strikes on
Hezbollah strongholds and sent in ground forces, in
a war that has killed at least 1,552 people since Sept
23, according lto an AFP Llally of Lebanese health
ministry figures. A securily source meanwhile said
the Zionist army was prepared to keep fighting in
both Gaza and Lebanon “for months”. — Agencies

GUINOBATAN: Residents look at a car buried by volcanic ash which cascaded into a village triggered by heavy rains brought
about by Tropical Storm Trami at a village in Guinobatan town, Albay province South of Manila on October 23, 2024.

storm’s center was 150 kilometers east of Luzon’s Is-
abela province with maximum sustained winds rising
to 95 kilometers per hour, the national weather agency
said. It was expected to smash into the coast of Isabela
sometime during the night or early Thursday, slightly
weakening as il crosses the island and heads oul into
the South China Sea, the agency added. More than 500
millimelers (1.64 feel) of rain, or over a month’s worth,
has already fallen on the region in the past 24 hours.

Photos verified by AFP on Wednesday showed
streets submerged by muddy floodwaters in Camarines
Sur province’s Balo municipality, with only the roofs
of houses and convenience stores visible. “It's getting
dangerous. We're waiting for rescuers,” resident Karen
Tabagan told AFP.

‘Feeling a little helpless’

In Naga, about 40 kilomelers from Bato, half of the 600
villages were fully submerged by flooding. At an emergen-
cy meeting of government agencies Wednesday morning,
President Ferdinand Marcos said that “the worst is yel lo
come”. “I'm feeling a little helpless here because ... all we
can do s sit tight, wait, hope and pray that there is not too

of the smoke comes from farmers illegally burning
paddy stubble to clear their fields in the neighboring
breadbasket states of Punjab and Haryana.

The Supreme Court pulled up the governments of
both states for taking “seleclive aclion” against stubble
burning, saying penal provisions were not being prop-
erly implemented. “These are not the matters only of
implementing the existing laws, these are the matters
of blatant violation of fundamental rights ... the govern-
ments will have to address ... how they are going to pro-
tect the right of citizens to live with dignity,” the court
said. It directed Prime Minister Narendra Modi's fed-
eral government to look into a proposal submitted by
Punjab seeking extra funds to provide tractors and die-
sel to farmers with land holdings of “less than 10 acres”.

Delhi is enveloped by a hazy, toxic blanket as tem-
peratures drop each vear and cold, heavy air traps
vehicle emissions, construction dust, and smoke. The

counts related to GISB worth nearly $4.6 million. They have
also opened probes into 23 properties worth $12.11 million
across 10 countries. Police said investigations into money
laundering, deviant religious teachings and militant indoc-
trination were ongoing. GISB initially denied allegations fol-
lowing the raids in Selangor and the nearby state of Negeri
Sembilan. Nasiruddin later acknowledged in a Facebook
post that “one or two sodomy cases” had taken place at the
shelters, while denying that abuse was widespread. Defense
lawyer Rosli Kamaruddin said he would ask the attorney
general to either review or drop Wednesday's charges.

From its headquarters in a quiet suburb, GISB wove a
web of businesses in 20 countries — including Australia,
China, France and the United Kingdom, according Lo its
website, which is no longer accessible. The businesses
largeted Muslim customers of GISB’s network of super-
markets, restaurants and travel agencies. Before the scan-
dal, the company had assets totaling $75.6 million, the
website showed. Founded in 2010, GISB has long been
controversial for its links to the now-defunct Al-Arqam
sect, facing scrutiny by religious authorities in Malaysia.
Al-Arqam, founded by the late Ashaari Muhammad in
1968, was banned by the authorities in 1994 for deviant
teachings. In 2011, GISB members set up an “Obedient
Wives Club” that called on women to be “whores in bed”
to stop their husbands from straying.

Ashaari’s daughter, Khaulah — who is also a GISB

BRICS: Putin urges
peace, scores win...

Continued from Page 1

“It seems Lo me basically lo be a symbol-
ic annual gathering where important emerging
countries, particularly noisy ones like Russia, but
also China, can basically get together and high-
light how good it is to be part of something that
doesn’t involve the US and that global gover-
nance isn’t good enough,” O’Neill told Reuters.

Putin, who dismisses Western claims that he
is a war criminal for Russia’s actions in Ukraine,
hosted more than 20 leaders at the summit in the
city of Kazan on the banks of the Volga, includ-
ing Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who leads NATO
member Turkey, and Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian. Modi told Putin in public that he
wanted peace in Ukraine. Xi discussed the war in
the Ukraine behind closed doors with the Krem-
lin chiel, as did United Arab Emirates President
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan who
has sought to mediate.

The 43-page final communique from the sum-
mit ranged from geopolitics and narcolics to ar-
tificial intelligence and even the preservation of
big cats, but lacked detail on some major issues.
It mentioned Ukraine just once. “We nole with
appreciation relevant proposals of mediation and

much damage, that there are no casualties.”

Families driven from their homes in Bicol were being

sheltered at aboul 2,500 various evacualion cenlers.
/olcanic sediment was also unleashed by the rain from

the Philippines’ famous Mayon volcano, according Lo

Calubaquib, the Bicol police spokeswoman.

Further north in Isabela province, authorities evac-
ualed 216 people from the coast near Divilacan and
another 60 from nearby Palanan municipality after the
weather service warned of “moderate to significant risk
of life-threatening storm surge” or high coastal waves.

“They had to conduct pre-emplive evacuations in re-
sponse to the storm surge warning ... They had to evac-
uate some Indigenous people who are living in houses
made of light materials,” Isabela provincial disaster of-
ficial Constante Foronda told AFP. Storms and typhoons
are common around the region at this time of year. How-
ever, a recent study showed that they are increasingly
forming closer to coastlines, intensifying more rapid-
ly and lasting longer over land due to climate change.
About 20 big storms and typhoons hit the Philippines or
its surrounding waters each year, damaging homes and
infrastructure and killing dozens ol people. — AFP

top court has taken up the matter on several previ-
ous occasions but experts say its directives have not
been properly implemented on the ground. Recog-
nizing this, the court on Wednesday directed the fed-
eral government and the governments of Delhi, Pun-
jab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and the western state of
Rajasthan to submit compliance reports.

Lives of citizens in several parts of South Asia are
disrupted by air pollution every winter and a study
has found that loxic air can cut life expeclancy by
more than five years. In Pakistan’s most populous
province of Punjab, authorities have changed school
limings and suspended outdoor aclivities because of
pollution. IQAir rated provincial capital Lahore the
world’s second most polluted city on Wednesday. “All
these steps are being taken Lo protect children from
smog,” said Marrivam Aurangzeb, a senior minister in
Pakistan’s Punjab. — Reulers

member said the group has eschewed anti-Islamic
practices. Malaysia’s Home Minister Saifuddin Nasution
Ismail told parliament this month that practices “related
to the (banned) teachings ... are still being carried out by
those we have apprehended and investigated”. Children in
the welfare homes run by GISB were subjected to severe
punishments, such as humilialing exercises, even for minor
infractions. “Not 100 but 500 times, if they did not queue
properly when waiting for food,” Saifuddin said.

Religious Affairs Minister Mohd Na'im Mokhtar said
GISB members believe they would be blessed in the af-
terlife for their faith in Ashaari, who died in 2010. “They
practice seeking blessings from Allah through water used
to wash the hands, tissues and cloths of leaders as well as
the water used to soak their clothes, hair, beard and the
blood from the cupping of leaders and former leaders,”
Na'im said in parliament.

Followers who leave the group are barred from meeling
their family members, Na'im said. “Followers are asked to
sacrifice and toil in hardships without pay for the benefit
of GISB, while the leaders live in luxury, fully supported by
the organization.” Meanwhile, rescued children were re-
portedly exposed to videos with militant themes, leaving
police Lo investigate GISB for extremist indoctrination. Sin-
gapore-based lerrorism expert Rohan Gunaratna told AFP
that “if religious extremism is not controlled, it leads to vio-
lence and terrorism”. — AFP

good offices, aimed at a peaceful resolution of
the conlflict through dialogue and diplomacy,” the
Kazan declaration said. The toughest language
was reserved for the Middle East, calling for a
ceasefire in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank,
and denounced Zionist “attacks against humani-
tarian operations, facilities, personnel and distri-
bution points.”

On alternative payment systems, there was
little detail, though BRICS leaders expressed
an interest in developing them and ordered
central bankers to report back under the next
presidency. “The trend for the BRICS’ leading
role in the global economy will only strength-
en,” Pulin said, ciling population growth, ur-
banization, capital accumulation, and produc-
livily growth as key laclors.

China and India buy about 90 percent of
Russia’s oil - Moscow’s biggest foreign curren-
cy earner. Russia is the world’s second largest
oil exporter. The leaders said they would seek
to further develop BRICS’ institutional devel-
opment, but gave little clarity on whether or not
BRICS would be expanded.

Putin said that more than 30 states had ex-
pressed interest in joining the group but that it
was important to strike a balance in any expan-
sion. “I will take the BRICS group seriously when I
see signs thal the two countries that really mallter,
China and India, aclually really lrying Lo agree on
things, rather than effectively trying Lo confront
each other all the time,” O'Neill said. — Agencies
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Modi, Xi agree to boost ties

Two leaders hold first formal talks in five years on BRICS summit sidelines

NEW DELHI/BEIJING: Chinese President Xi
Jinping and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
agreed on Wednesday Lo boost communication and
cooperation between their countries and resolve
conflicts to help improve lies that were damaged
by a deadly military clash in 2020. The two leaders
met on the sidelines of the BRICS summit in Russia
for their first formal talks in five years, signaling that
ties between the Asian giants have begun to recover
from the diplomatic rift caused by the clash along
their disputed Himalayan [rontier.

India and China, two of the world’s biggest econ-
omies, have maintained strong trade ties despite the
military and diplomatic tensions. The rapprochement
is expected to boost Chinese investment in India.
India said the two leaders have directed their offi-
cials to take further steps to stabilize all aspects of
bilateral ties. The Xi-Modi meeling in the cily of
Kazan came two days after New Delhi said it had
reached a deal with Beijing to resolve the four-year
military stand-olf in the Himalayan region of Ladakh,
although neither side has shared details of the pact.
The two sides should strengthen communication and
cooperation, resolve conflicts and differences, and
realize each other’s development dreams, Chinese
state broadcaster CCTV reported Xi as telling Modi.

Modi put forward ideas for improving and de-
veloping bilateral relations, to which Xi agreed
in principle, CCTV added without elaborating. In
response, Modi told Xi that peace, stability, mu-
tual trust and respect were crucial for relations.
“We welcome the agreement on the issues that
had come up over the last four years,” Modi told

At BRICS, Turkey
seeks to expand
strategic reach

ISTANBUL: Turkey’s overtures towards BRICS
may be a first for a NATO member, but experts
say the move is economically-driven and aligns
with Ankara’s desire for “strategic autonomy”.
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan joins the BRICS
summil in the Russian cily of Kazan Wednesday
at the invitation of his Russian counterpart Vlad-
imir Putin. He will meet with the leaders of Bra-
zil, Russia, India, China and South Africa. Turkey
said last month it had asked to join the group of
emerging markel natlions. Il admitted, it would be
the first NATO member in a bloc which sees itsell
as a counterweight to Western powers. Most of
its members are sharply at odds with the West
over the ongoing conlflict in the Middle East, and
in the case of Beijing and Moscow, also its stance
on the Ukraine war.

BRICS is an acronym for its five founding mem-
bers although the alliance added four nations this
year, three from the Middle East — including Iran
which the West says is supplying Russia with drones
to use against Ukraine. But experts said Turkey’s
bid to join did not mean it will turn its back on the
West, nor on Ukraine, whose top diplomat visited
on Monday — let alone NATO. “The government is
conlinuing to deepen its ties with countries that are
not members of the Western alliance, in line with
the strategic autonomy that Turkey is pursuing,”

FORKS: Hickory Grant, a machinist and a member of the Forks town council, un-

furls a Trump flag at his workshop in Forks, Washington on October 15, 2024 in
Clallam County. — AFP photos

Clallam County: The
last bellwether in the
US election

FORKS: If you want to know who’s going lo win the
White House in November, ask the people of Clal-
lam County. The 78,000 folks who live in this strip of
mountains, forests and rain-dashed coast in the far
northwest of the continental United States haven't
been wrong about their presidential pick in almost half
a cenlury. “Our counly is a bellwether county,” ex-
plained Rod Fleck, city planner in Forks, a small city
in Washington state built on a once-enormous timber
industry. “We are the last county that how it votes in
November has been an indicator of how the presiden-
tial election turns out.” Between Ronald Reagan’s win
in 1980 and Donald Trump’s victory in 2016, just 19 of
the several thousand counties across the country al-
ways picked the winner. But in 2020, 18 of them stuck
with Trump, who lost the election. Only Clallam County
voled for Joe Biden, keeping its record alive.

Neither red nor blue
Like many of the other former bellwethers, Clal-
lam’s demographic profile doesn’t look like that of
the US as a whole. It is less diverse — almost 80
percent of the population is white — with a low-
er proportion of college-educated voters, and a

Xi in comments aired on India’s state broadcaster
Doordarshan. “It should be our priority to maintain
peace and tranquility on the border. Mutual trust,
mutual respect and mutual sensitivity should be the
basis of our relationship,” Modi said.

Path to improving ties

Relations between the world’s two most popu-
lous nations — both nuclear powers — have been
strained since a clash between their troops on the
largely undemarcalted [rontier in the western Hima-
layas left 20 Indian and four Chinese soldiers dead
in 2020. The neighbors have added tens of thou-
sands of troops and weapons along the icy fron-
lier over the last four years. Modi and Xi had not
held formal bilateral talks since then, although both
participated in multilateral events. Their last bilat-
eral summit talks were held in October 2019 in the
southern Indian town of Mamallapuram.

The two spoke briefly on the sidelines of the G20
summit in Bali in November 2022. They spoke again
on Lhe sidelines of the BRICS summil in Johannes-
burg in August 2023 but released different versions
of the conversalion, suggesling they didn't see eye
to eye. Xi skipped the G20 summit hosted by New
Delhi the following month, a decision seen as an-
other setback to relations.

Diplomatic efforts gained momentum in recent
months after the Lwo countries’ foreign ministers mel
in July and agreed o step up lalks Lo ease the border
tensions. India had made improving the wider politi-
cal and damaged business ties contingent upon find-
ing a solution to the border stand-off. New Delhi had

Sinan Ulgen, a researcher at the Carnegie Europe
think tank, told AFP. “But the initiative is also partly
economic: it's expected to have a positive impact
on bilateral economic relations.”

‘A multipolar asymmetric world’

The BRICS nations represent just under half of
the world’s population and around a third of global
gross domestic product. As a “platform”, it does not
impose binding economic obligations on members as
does the European Union, at whose door Ankara has
been knocking since 1999. Erdogan raised a similar
point last month. “Those who say (don't join BRICS)
are the same people who have kept Turkey waiting at
the EU’s door for years,” he said. “We cannol cul lies
with the Turkic and Islamic world just because we
are a NATO country: BRICS and ASEAN are struc-
tures that offer us opportunities to develop econom-
ic cooperation,” he said.

Ulgen said it was clear the two issues were con-
nected. “Turkey would not have taken these steps
(towards BRICS) if it had been able to pursue in-
tegration talks with Europe, or even with (upgrad-
ing) the customs union” which has been stalled since
1996. Soli Ozel, an international relations professor
al Istanbul's Kadir Has Universily, said Turkey was
responding to an anticipated shift in the global cen-
ter of gravity. “The Turkish government sees that
the unquestioned hegemony of the West cannot
conlinue as il is,” he told AFP. “And like many other
countries, it is trying to position itself to have more
of a say il a new order emerges in an asymmetrically
multipolar world.”

Ankara wanted Lo lake advanlage of the “weak-
ening” of Western influence, he said, “particularly
that of the United States, to see whether it can

median household income below the national av-
erage. And politically, it’s what Hickory Grant, who
runs a repair shop in Forks, calls a purple county. “I
wouldn’t say il’s red, I wouldn’t say il’s blue. So il’s
gol lo be somewhere in the middle.”

Grant grew up in Kansas and set off for an ad-
venture in Alaska as a young man, but got waylaid in
Forks when his truck broke down. Twenty years later,
he sits on the five-person city council, a role he says
he wouldn’t have if he wasn't deeply conservative.
“This is a small town. Everybody knows where ev-
erybody stands,” Grant said. The large “Trump 2024”
flag outside his workshop dispels any lingering doubt.

Economic squeeze

Like many in his communily, Grant has felt the
effect of the slowing timber industry, squeezed
by international competition, a faltering national
house-building program and environmental rules. He
said he has never really enjoyed politics, but feels it’s
his civic duty to offer a counterpoint to Washington
state’s Democratic tendencies. “Being a conservative
in a sea of liberals is frustraling somelimes,” he said.
“It fits me well here in Forks. I would probably not be
welcomed as much in Porl Angeles.”

A plaque by the county courthouse in Port Angeles
noles that under a plan conceived by Abraham Lin-
coln, Clallam’s counly seal was once intended to be
a second US capital — a backup to Washington, DC
if the country ever needed to be ruled [rom the West.
The city’s 20,000 people lean Democralic, though
Trump vard signs are not hard to find.

KAZAN: Chinese President Xi Jinping, Russian President Vladimir Putin and Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi arrive for a family photo during the BRICS summit in Kazan on October 23, 2024. — AFP

increased Lhe scrutiny of investments coming {rom
China, blocked direct flights between the two coun-
tries and had practically barred issuing any visas to
Chinese nationals since the Ladakh clashes.
Speaking in Kazan, Indian Foreign Secretary

KAZAN: Russia’s President Vladimir Putin meets with
Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan on the
sidelines of the BRICS summit in Kazan on October
23, 2024. — AFP

create more room for maneuver”. But Turkey re-
mained part of “the security-conscious Wesl and
its economy certainly remains part of the Euro-
pean economy,” he added. For Gokul Sahni, a Sin-
gapore-based analyst, Ankara wanted the best of
both worlds. “Turkey wants to benefit from be-
ing West-adjacent, but — knowing it can’t ever
become part of the West — it wants to partner
closely with the non-Western BRICS” countries,
he told AFP. And it was a no-risk gamble because
joining BRICS “has no security implications”, he
said. “Turkey will never leave NATO,” said Ozel,
but its rapprochement with BRICS reflects “the
need for change, the desire to oblain more from
emerging regional powers”. — AFP

SEQUIM: A flag opposing the reelection of former US president Donald Trump is
seen in Clallam Gounty.

Tourists and retirees

Like Forks — the destination for thousands of vis-
itors keen to see where the “Twilight” books and films
were set — Port Angeles is a tourist draw. The city has a
ferry conneclion Lo Canada and is the galeway Lo stun-
ning Olympic National Park, where temperate rainfor-
ests abut snow-capped mountains. Mark Ozias, Clallam
Counly commissioner, said the decline of timber over
the last few decades has seen the area pivot. “The tour-
ism economy is a very important component of what
makes the county run,” he told AFP.

A long-term demographic shift in the east of the
county may be part of what is keeping Clallam in line
with America as a whole, said Scott Chichester, who
farms 30 acres (12 hectares) near Sequim. “We get a
subsample of people from all over the place that end up
here,” he said. He has seen his homelown grow as relir-
ees — initially from California, but now from all over the
United States — moved in, drawn by the area’s relative
alfordability and climate.

The counly “has become less stuck in very old ways,
with more diversity of opinions and points of view and
cultural references over time,” Chichester said. For Ozi-
as, the commissioner, that looks likely Lo translate into a
Democratic Party victory. “I'm going to roll the dice and
say that I think there’s a really good chance that Clallam
County is going to continue to be a bellwether county
and vole for Kamala Harris,” he said. In Forks, Fleck has
his fingers crossed for the same. But if not? “I'm hop-
ing that we still have places in rural America where the
political differences are whatever they are, and the next
day, you help vour neighbor,” he said. — AFP

Vikram Misri said there was hope for better In-
dia-China relations. “As we have maintained during
the last four years, the restoration of peace and tran-
quility on the border areas will create space for ...
normalization of our bilateral relations.” — Reuters

UK, Germany sign
new defense pact as
Ukraine tensions rise

LONDON/BERLIN: Britain and Germa-
ny signed a landmark defense agreement on
Wednesday and pledged to co-operate on exer-
cises on NATO's eastern flank as they stressed the
need for Europe to be able to defend itself given
possible escalation in the war in Ukraine. Europe’s
two biggest spenders on defense said the pact
includes a commitment to develop new weapons
that have a greater range and accuracy than cur-
rent long-range missile systems like Storm Shad-
ow, which Britain has given to Ukraine.
Highlighting their security concerns, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky has called on allies
to respond to evidence that North Korea is pro-
viding Russia with troops to get involved in the
war. “I see this as a sign of desperation, as well as
a shocking escalation,” Brilish Defense Secretary
John Healey said at a joint press conference, add-
ing it was highly likely North Korean troops had
been deployed into Russia, but less clear if they
had been sent to Ukraine yel. German defense
minister Boris Pistorius said he was “quite con-
cerned about that development”, as it illustrated
how international conflicts were increasingly in-
terlinked, making them harder to de-escalate.

Do more together

Britain’s new Labour government is seeking Lo
reset ties with Europe on a range of issues, in-
cluding defense. Labour had pledged a security
deal with Germany within six months of winning
power in July, and both ministers said a broader
bilateral accord was expected to be agreed in
early 2025. Healey said that previous collabora-
tions between the countries on defense had been
ad hoc, and that Wednesday’s pact represent-
ed the first ‘fully-fledged’ defense co-operation
agreement between the countries.

Under the agreement, Germany will occa-
sionally station planes in Scotland to help pro-
tect the north Atlantic Ocean, Britain said. The
countries will collaborate on armed vehicles and
land-based drones, as well as working to equip
German Sea King helicopters — which it has giv-
en lo Ukraine — with modern missile systems.
Rheinmetall will also open a new factory that will
creale 400 jobs and be the first manufacturer
of artillery gun barrels in Britain for a decade.
Healey said that European allies needed to take
on more responsibility for Europe’s security, and
that Britain’s approach was a ‘NATO-first’ de-
fense strategy. “In a more dangerous world, allies
are our strategic strength, and we must do more
together,” he said.

Pistorius said that France, which has bilater-
al securily deals with both Britain and Germany,
was supportive of the new accord. He added that
Europe needed to do more regardless of who
won next month’s US presidential election, and
that, while Scandinavian and Baltic allies raised
the alarm when Russia annexed Crimea in 2014,
much of Europe had been slow to react. “We
pushed the snooze button and turned around,
while the other countries stayed awake,” Pisto-
rius said.” So we lost almost eight years, and we
have now to speed up.” — Reuters

LONDON: Britain’s Defense Secretary John Healey
(right) shakes hands with Germany’s Defense
Minister Boris Pistorius inside Trinity House, in
London, on October 23, 2024. — AFP
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CEO Andrew Hanna with the ZainTECH team at GITEX.

Huwait<Re Cimes

DUBAI: ZainTECH, the integrated digital
solutions provider of Zain Group marked
a highly successful participation at GITEX
Global 2024, where for the second consec-
ulive year, the company showcased how ils
innovalive Al-powered enlerprise solutions
and digilal transformation services are driv-
ing sustainability agendas across industries
in the MENA region.

GITEX Global is the largest dedicated
ICT and technology exhibition and con-
ference in the Middle East, attracting over
100,000 visitors between October 14-18,
2024. The distinctive ZainTECH booth,

“Our growing portfolio of digital transfor-
mation services that were showcased during
GITEX are helping enterprises achieve ef-
ficient and impactful returns from their
technology investment. ZainTECH is strate-
gically positioned lo leverage Al-powered
solutions with our end-to-end services to
accelerate growth for enterprises through
monetization of data and digital assets in a
sustainable manner.” Hanna added, “Sus-
tainability is no longer just a nice-to-have
aspect of modern enterprise activity; it is es-
sential to the development and longer-term
success of organizations.”

¢ Under ZainTECH’s corporate slogan, ‘Think Tomorrow, Today’, the
eco-friendly stand welcomed hundreds of clients and visitors

e Andrew Hanna: Our growing portfolio of digital transformation
services are helping enterprises achieve efficient and impactful
returns from technology investment

which welcomed hundreds of clients and in-
quiring visitors, was built utilizing recycled
malerial and designed for reuse, aligning
with the company’s commitment to sustain-
ability principles.

A competlitive advantage for ZainTECH is
the depth and breadth of its operations and
solutions, which now span eight markets in
the Middle East and Alrica, and cover the
entire ICT stack including cloud, cyberse-
curily, big data, loT, Al, smart cities, modern
infrastructure, drones and robotics, enter-
prise licensing, and emerging lechnologies
all under one roof.

Andrew Hanna, CEO of ZainTECH said,

Technological agreements

ZainTECH entlered into a series of signil-
icant lechnology agreements al the show,
reflecting the company’s commitment Lo
enhancing its sustainability-focused service
offerings and driving innovation:

Urbi: A partnership with this developer of
a cutting-edge geo-platform that integrates
all the necessary data, algorithms, and tools
to address challenges in mapping, location
data, navigation, and spatial analysis, aimed
at merging Urbi’s refined geospatial insights
with ZainTECH’s digital expertise. This col-
laboration will enhance ZainTECH’s ability
to tackle complex regional issues by inte-

grating sophisticated mapping and analytics
with cutting-edge digital technology.

UL Solutions: A strategic partnership fa-
cilitating ZainTECH becoming the first ICT
company in the region lo be designated as
a SPIRE™ Qualified Company by UL Solu-
tions. This achievement positions ZainTECH
as a lrusted provider and the go-to source
of quality, verified smart building digital solu-
lions, utilizing its own SPIRE Qualified Asses-
sors, thereby solidifying its leadership in the
smart building sector. SPIRE is the world’s
first smart building assessment program that
offers a holistic evaluation of a building’s
technology and operational performance.

HTC Vive: This strategic partnership will
see ZainTECH offer HTC VIVE'’s industry
leading XR hardware and VIVERSE, the
platform for business spatial collaboration
across the MEA region. Extended reality
and virtual reality (VR) features are being
demanded by a growing number of clients,
and as networks have adapted to support
the higher data streams necessary to provi-
sion such features, ZainTECH sees demand
for such services only growing.

Al and digital data driving
sustainability

Digital data has never been more valuable
than it is in modern times, given advances in
artificial intelligence (Al), which are driving
significant predictive capabilities that enter-
prises can utilize to make their operations
more efficient and impactful. The fact that
ZainTECH has a capability matched to ev-
ery touchpoint with corporate data — from
source lo organizalion and compulation,
through Lo cybersecurily, storage and cloud
solutions, makes the company perfeclly po-
silioned lo supporl organizalions with the
Al-enhanced digital transformation. All of
this ties into paving a sustainable future.

Showcasing drone solutions.

BRICS leaders
tout joint finance,
trade projects

KAZAN, Russia: Leaders of the na-
tions in the BRICS grouping, which ac-
counts for 37 percent of global econom-
ic outpul, predicted its influence would
grow as they met in Russia on Tuesday,
outlining common projects ranging from
a grain exchange lo a cross-border
payments system.

Russia’s President Vladimir Putin,
who has sought support from BRICS
leaders amid his standoff with the West
over the war in Ukraine, said that BRICS’
average economic growth in 2024/25
would be 3.8 percent, compared to
global growth of 3.2-3.3 percent. “The
trend for the BRICS’ leading role in the
global economy will only strengthen,”
Putin said, citing population growth,

Boeing reports
$6.2bn loss on
labor strike

NEW YORK: Boeing reported a whop-
ping $6.2 billion quarterly loss Wednes-
day as a nearly six-week labor strike
weighed on its commercial plane division
and costly problems dragged down its
defense and space business. The embat-
ted aviation giant, which has been under
scrutiny from regulators following safely
problems, reported a one percent decline
in revenues to $17.8 billion.

urbanization, capital accumulation, and
productivity growth as key factors.

Russia, the world’s biggest wheat
exporter, proposed the creation of a
BRICS grain exchange which could lat-
er be expanded to trade other major
commodities such as oil, gas and met-
als. “BRICS countries are among the
world’s largest producers of grains, le-
gumes, and oilseeds. In this regard, we
proposed opening a BRICS grain ex-
change,” Pulin told the leaders.

He added that the exchange “will
contribute to the formation of fair and
predictable price indicators for prod-
ucls and raw malerials, considering its
special role in ensuring food security”.

“The implementation of this initiative
will help protect national markets from
negative external interference, specula-
tion, and attempts to create an artificial
food shortage,” Pulin said. Other lead-
ers backed the creation of a common
cross-border payments system, which
would help BRICS countries trade with

The results had been telegraphed to
the market on Octlober 11, when newly
installed Chiel Executive Kelly Ortberg
announced the company was culling 10
percent of its workforce. Ortberg, in a
message Lo employees, said a lurnaround
would require a “fundamental culture
change” as well as steps Lo stabilize fi-
nances, improve operations and devise a
future vision for the company.

“It will take time to return Boeing to
its former legacy, but with the right focus
and culture, we can be an iconic com-
pany and acrospace leader once again,”
Ortberg said in a news release. Even be-
fore the strike, Boeing had slowed pro-
duction in its commercial plane division
Lo ensure grealer attention to safely pro-

each other, bypassing the dollar-domi-
nated global financial system. Brazilian
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, who
took part in the BRICS summit via vid-
co conference after a head injury over
the weekend, said that it is time for the
BRICS nalions Lo creale allernalive
payment methods.

He added that the group’s New De-
velopment Bank (NDB) was designed
as an alternative to what he called fail-
ing Bretton Woods institutions such as
the International Monetary Fund (IMF).
India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said that he welcomed the steps for fi-
nancial integration of BRICS countries
while China’s President Xi Jinping urged
BRICS countries to deepen financial and
economic cooperation. In his speech,
Pulin also called for the creation of a
BRICS investment platform, which will
facilitate mutual investment belween
BRICS countries and could also be used
for investment in other countries in the
Global South. — Reuters

Llocols after a 737 MAX flown by Alaska
Airlines was forced to make an emergen-
¢y landing in January when a fuselage
panel blew out mid-flight.

The near-catastrophe — coming after
two fatal 737 MAX crashes in 2018 and
2019 that claimed 346 lives — put Boeing
under greater regulatory oversight. The
company’s latest results were dented by $3
billion in one-time cost hits to its 777X and
767 programs, as well as the drag from the
ongoing strike by the International Associ-
ation of Machinists and Aerospace Work-
ers (IAM). About 33,000 IAM workers in
the US Pacific Northwest walked off the
job on September 13.The union is slated to
vole on a new contract that could end the
stoppage later Wednesday. — AFP

Saudi growth to
accelerate in 2025
as oil taps open

BENGALURU: Economic growth in Saudi
Arabia will accelerale next year thanks Lo
higher oil output after two years of mod-
esl performance, according lo a Reulers
poll of economists, who also forecast ro-
bust growth for other Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) states. The Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting Countries and al-
lies led by Russia, known as OPEC+, has
been curbing oil output since late 2022
but is expected to increase production in
December, likely boosting revenues for the
six GCC countries. Crude oil prices are ex-
pected to remain broadly weak and aver-
age $76.75 per barrel next year, up from
around $74.8 currently, according to a sep-
arate Reuters poll. Saudi Arabia, the world’s
largest exporter of crude oil, is reportedly
preparing to abandon its unofficial target
of reaching $100 per barrel. This will al-
low the kingdom to reverse past produc-
tion cuts and increase market share, which
along with non-oil revenue growth, will
help drive faster economic growth.

The Oct 9-22 Reuters poll of 21 econ-
omists forecast the Saudi economy would
expand 4.4 percent in 2025, the fastest in
three years, and up from an expected 1.3
percent this year. The GCC economies
were forecast lto expand an average 4.1
percent next year, up from the 3.7 percent
expected in a July poll and faster than the
1.8 percent growth projected for 2024.

“We expect the effects of lower oil
prices and higher production volumes (to)
largely (offset) each other. Since growth is
focusing on produced volumes, real GDP
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growth will still benefit and accelerate in
2025 relative to 2024,” said Ralf Wiegert,
head of MENA economics at S&P Global
Market Intelligence.

Prominent economies in the region,
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates,
and Qatar, have been exploring ways to
diversify from relying on oil as their main
revenue source, with many economists
predicting the growth rate in non-oil GDP
will be largely in line with oil GDP next
year. “However, oil revenues will play a
critical role for all of the three economies.
Even in the long-term outlook, non-oil
revenues will be unable to replace oil rev-
enues,” Wiegert said.

The UAE economy is expected to be the
fastest growing in the region at 4.9 percent
next year, up from 3.7 percent in 2024. Qa-
tar economic growth is projected to accel-
erale to 2.7 percent in 2025, up from 2.1
percent. “The UAE’s economy will be the
star performer in terms of economic growth
in 2025.If OPEC+ is set to open the taps up,
the UAE will stand to gain more as it has had
its base oil output quola raised twice with-
oul being able Lo lake advantage of that,”
said James Swanston, economist at Capital
Economics. “Qatar and the UAE are further
along in their diversification efforts and are
belter placed in a world approaching peak
oil demand. In particular, UAE has a much
larger non-oil economy and, exemplified by
Dubai, is able to sustain tourism, financial
services, and not rely as much on oil.”

In the rest of the GCC, growth expec-
tations for Bahrain, Kuwait and Oman for
next year are projected at 2.8 percent,
2.5 percent and 2.8 percent, respeclive-
ly, versus 2.8 percent, -1.3 percent and
1.6 percent in 2024. Inflation, which has
remained stable in the region, is poised
lo stay subdued with median forecasts
ranging from 0.8 percent to 3.0 percent
for this year and next. — Reuters
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Burgan Bank launches mentorship
program for the senior leadership

Ro’ya Mentorship Program is part of bank’s outstanding human capital development strategy

KUWAIT: In continued efforts to uphold its com-
mitment to human capital development across all
employment grades, Burgan Bank announced the
launch of the Mentorship Module for Visionary
Leaders, the latest addition Lo Burgan's flagship
learning and development program, Ro’ya. The new
module is designed specifically to prepare emerging

senior leaders on the per-

egory for the “Best Use
Bashar Al-Qattan of Social Collaborative
Learning”.

The program launch
was announced during a special ceremony in the
presence of Tony Daher, Group Chief Executive Of-
ficer at Burgan Bank, alongside the program men-
tors from Burgan’s top management as well as the
seven selecl mentees undertaking the first edition of

2 2 % sonal and professional
= fronts with the guidance
’_#’* ol Burgan’s senior execu-
tives. This addition comes
9 ".‘ﬁl‘ % on the heels of the Bank
' ,Q ,  receiving the Brandon
4 Hall Group Human Cap-
ital Management (HCM)
Gold Award ol Excel-
lence in the “Learning
and Development” cat-

W

India to retain
investment curbs
on border nations

NEW DELHI: India will retain investment curbs
on bordering nalions, the finance minister said, days
after it struck a pact with China on patrols along
their disputed Himalayan [rontier, with the leaders
of both countries expected to meet on Wednesday.
The deal paves the way to end a four-year military
stand-off and improve political and business lies
between the Asian giants, strained since a deadly
border clash in 2020 that slowed exchanges of cap-
ital, technology and Lalent.

“I cannot blindly receive foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) because 1 wanlt money for investment,
forgetful or unmindful of where il is coming [rom,”
Nirmala Sitharaman told a gathering al the Whar-
ton business school in the United States on Tues-
day. The comments, which blunt hopes for a swift
easing of trade curbs, came ahead of the expect-
ed meeling of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
China’s President Xi Jinping, on the sidelines of a
summil of BRICS nations in Russia.

“We want business, we want investment, but we
also need some saleguards, because India is local-
ed in a neighborhood which is very, very sensitive,”
Sitharaman added.

The place of origin of some investments could
spark the concern of authorities, rather than the
identities of investors, she said. “So such restrictions
will be in place in the national interest.”

The dispute between the world’s two most pop-
ulous countries led lo slagnalion in lies al a lime
ol exploding demand for electric vehicles, semi-
conductors and artificial intelligence, key growth
areas offering opportunities for cooperation. India
stepped up vetting and security clearances in 2020
as part of its scrutiny of investments from compa-
nies based in neighboring countries, but did not
specifically mention any nations. The step, widely
seen as aimed al staving off takeovers and invest-
ments by Chinese firms, effectively turned away bil-
lions of dollars from the likes of carmakers BYD and
Great Wall Motor, while red tape ensnarled Indian
firms with Chinese stakeholders.

India’s commercial lies with neighbors Afghani-
stan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Myanmar, Nepal and Pa-
kistan are dwarfed by those with China, ils biggest
source of good and largest supplier of industrial
products last year. Indian imports of goods from
China have surged 56 percent since the 2020 clash,
nearly doubling New Delhi’s trade deficit with Bei-
jing Lo $85 billion. — Reulers

China should use
fiscal policy to
boost growth: IMF

WASHINGTON: The Chinese government should use
its tax-and-spend policies to help boost flagging eco-
nomic growth, a senior IMF official told AFP ahead of
key meetings this week in Washington.

The IMF has raised concern about the levels of
global public debt, which it estimates will reach a re-
cord $100 trillion this year, with debt expected to rise
in both the United States and China, the world’s two
largest economies. “China is in the process of a major
transition,” Vitor Gaspar, head of the IMF’s department
that advises governments on fiscal alfairs, said in an
interview from his IMF headquarters office close Lo the
White House. “Fiscal capacity can help China reach a
different plateau in terms of its economic ambition, in
terms of its economic prosperity,” he said ahead of the
Monday opening of the International Monelary Fund
and the World Bank annual meetings open. Gaspar
noted China’s “very strong fiscal capacity to act.”

The IMF estimates that China’s economic growth
will ease over the coming years, slowing from 5.2 per-
cent in 2023 to 4.8 percent this year, and 4.5 percent in
2025. Countries like China and the United States which
have rising levels of public debt while also being “safe-

the Ro’ya Mentorship Module. This program is the
latest in Burgan Bank’s efforts to constantly develop
its human capital and build a strong internal talent
pipeline for long-lerm success, as parl of ils over-
arching commitment to advancing Kuwait’s top pro-
fessional calibers. “A central factor to our success in
retaining the best talents in the market is creating a
long-term development plan that suits cach employ-
ee’s aspirations and ambitions, including emerging
leaders,” said Bashar Al-Qattan, Executive Manager
— Learning and Talent Development at Burgan Bank.
“Stemming from Burgan’s robust human capital de-
velopment strategy and commitment to employee
growth and leadership development, we designed
the Mentorship Module to nurture our internal local
talents and prepare the next generation of leaders
using innovative research-based approaches that
have proven to be very impactful.”

The Mentorship Module, designed to span six
months, was developed with the active involvement of
anumber of the Bank’s top senior leaders who will be
directly guiding the seven select mentees throughout
the program’s duration. In addition to the mentorship
learning style, which takes a personalized approach
and follows a tailored learning path, the program will
incorporate various development tools, such as on-
line learning, psychomelric assessments and debrief-
ings, individual development plan discussions, group

Tony Daher, Group CEO at Burgan Bank, with the program mentors from Burgan’s top management and mentees.

coaching by seasoned industry experts, and one-on-
one monthly mentorship sessions. To guarantee the
success of the program, an individual development
plan (IDP) will be set for each mentee to guide their
development and assess their progress.

It serves to note that Burgan’s leading human

TOKYO: Akiyoshi Yamamura, president of Tokyo Metro, rings the bell and smiles at a ceremony marking the first
day of trading of the company’s stock at the Tokyo Stock Exchange in Tokyo on October 23, 2024. — AFP

Tokyo Metro shares
rocket on debut

TOKYO: Shares in Tokyo Metro, one of the world’s
busiest subways, soared almost 50 percent onits de-
but Wednesday alter ils government owners raised
$2.3 billion in Japan’s biggest initial public offering
in six years. Each day around 6.5 million people —
more than the London Underground — ride Tokyo
Metro’s nine lines, part of a vast transport network
serving the capital and its sprawling suburbs.

The company’s shares closed at 1,739 yen, 45
percent up from their issue price of 1,200 yen. Earli-
er they were up 47 percent.

The 348.6 billion yen proceeds will redeem re-
construction bonds issued after the 2011 earth-
quake, tsunami and nuclear disaster in northeast
Japan that killed 18,000 people.

The listing reduces government ownership, split
between the nation and Tokyo city, to around 50
percent. Many Japanese rail operators are already
privatized. To attract investors, perks for buying
more than 200 shares included tickets to the Tokyo
Metro museum and golf range, as well as free lempu-
ra toppings at its noodle stands.

Reports said the issue was 15 times over-
subscribed among investors. The IPO is Japan’s
largest since tycoon Masayoshi Son’s tech and
telecoms conglomerate SoftBank Group raised a
national record of $23.5 billion by listing its mobile
unit in 2018. London built the first public under-
ground railway, but in 1927 Tokyo became the first
Asian cily with a subway.

These days, four other subway lines are run sep-
aralely by the Tokyo government, alongside East Ja-
pan Railway’s overground routes such as the circular
Yamanote Line, and other private services.

Analysts said the firm’s strong profits and stable
business — with Tokyo less affected by Japan’s de-

ly away from debt distress” should move gradually but
decisively to adjust fiscal policy to bring down their
debt-to-GDP ratios, Gaspar said.

At the same time, China should also be looking to
implement fiscal policies Lo help drive growth and re-
verse its expected economic slowdown. “For a conti-
nental economy like China, the main driver of growth
and development has to be domestic,” he said, noting
that if this issue was tackled it could help to rebalance
the Chinese economy. China should also be looking to
tackle “financial misallocations” stemming primarily
from the country’s struggling real eslale sector, and lo
tackle some of the “vulnerabilities and financial weak-
nesses” at the sub-national level, he said.

Alongside China, the IMF sees the Uniled States as
a key driver of global public debt, and expects its gross
general government debt-to-GDP ratio to hit 121 per-
cent this year, and to approach 132 percent by the end
of the decade, Gaspar said. This figure does not include
the trillion-dollar spending commitments made by both
Democralic candidate Kamala Harris and Republican
Donald Trump on the campaign trail ahead of the US
presidential elections on November 5, Gaspar said.

Like China, “the US benefits from ample room to
adjust fiscal policy instruments to bring US debl un-
der control,” he said, adding that the tax and spending
choices would ultimately have to be made by politi-
cians. “IU's very important to have public support —
political support — for fiscal adjustment, and that calls
for a judicious mix of people and growth focused mea-
sures,” he said, noting that this should include laxation
that is seen to be “fair”.

mographic crisis — and high dividend yield attract-
ed investors. In the year to March 2025, it expects
to pay 40 yen per share. Tokyo Metro posted a net
profit of 46 billion yen for the fiscal year that ended
in March 2024, up 67 percent from a year earlier.
This year it is aiming to increase this to 52 billion yen.

The firm’s spectacular debut raised questions
aboul why the government did nol try and secure a
higher price at the IPO. But Shiki Sato, strategist of
Tokyo Securities, told AFP it is “quite common that
the first price goes higher than the initial public of-
fering price, especially in Japan, as the offering price
is based on earnings but that does not include inves-
lors’ expeclations”.

The share price of Japanese companies that
have gone public this year has risen 34 percent
on average, Bloomberg News reported, citing
Ichivoshi Securities. The “low volalility” of To-
kyo Metro makes its shares a safe prospect for
ordinary Japanese investor households, Hideaki
Miyajima, a professor in commerce at Waseda
Universily, said beflore the 1PO.

“And for institutional investors, the Japanese
markel is very [avorable given the very low ex-
change rate” of the yen and recent corporate gov-
ernance reforms, he added. Tokyo Metro president
Akiyoshi Yamamura said: “I believe (the share price
rise) is the result of many people thinking highly
of us. I would like to express my gratitude. We will
conlinue Lo try Lo live up Lo the expeclations of our
shareholders.” The listing comes ahead of elections
in Japan on Sunday with polls suggesting Prime
Minister Shigeru Ishiba’s Liberal Democratic Party
might fall short of a majority for the first time since
2009. The world’s fourth-largest economy has been
struggling to gain traction while a falling population
means firms in many sectlors are having trouble fill-
ing vacancies. The International Monetary Fund on
Tuesday slashed its 2024 growth forecast for Japan
to 0.3 percent but projected it would expand 1.1
percent next year. — AFP

capital development strategy has earned the Bank
numerous accolades, including the Great Place to
Work certificate, two consecutive Brandon Hall
Group Human Capital Management (HCM) Awards
of Excellence, and the GCC Excellence Award in Re-
cruitment and Development of Nationals.

IMF urges Turkey
to avoid repeat of
minimum wage hike

WASHINGTON: Turkey should avoid a repeat of its
last inflation-fuelling minimum wage hike when the next
raise is due on Jan 1 and focus on support measures for
the poorest part of the population instead, the IMF’s
mission chief for the country told Reuters.

Jim Walsh, speaking on the sidelines of the IMF
World Bank annual meeting in Washington, also said
talk of interest rate cuts was “probably premature”,
given that sequential inflation was still running well
above 2 percent. Ankara is expected to announce in
December by how much it will raise the minimum wage
at the start of 2025 after delivering a 49 percent hike
in January of this year, which pushed inflation sharply
higher in the first quarter. “We would hope that doesn’t
happen this year, because we know from experience in
many countries with high inflation thal wage-selling
like this al a national level is a big anchor for inflation
expeclations,” said Walsh. “There’s a trade-off that the
authorities have to make and they're quite aware of i.”
Instead, Ankara should focus on developing social pro-
grams that will provide support for low-income house-
holds through cash transfers or through belter target-
ing government support to help bolster the income of
workers on lower wages, Walsh said.

Market expectations for the January minimum wage
hike stand at around 25 percent, according to bankers.
Inflation climbed sharply in the wake of the last hike,
hitting a peak of 75 percent in May, but has been slow-
ing since and fell to 49.4 percent in September - dip-
ping for the first time in the current cycle below the
benchmark interest rate of 50 percent. Turkey’s central
bank held rates in October and warned a bump in re-
cent inflation data lifted uncertainly, a hawkish signal
that could reinforce views that policy easing will not
begin until next year. While financial conditions had
already lightened, Walsh said the central bank should
further strengthen its communication and that more
rale hikes may be necessary if the bank really wanted
Lo hitits inflation largel of 14 percent by year-end 2025.

“The central bank has often sounded hawkish, and
they say that they will keep rates where they are un-
til they see that sequential inflation is on a downward
trend,” said Walsh. However, markets were still ripe with
speculation about when the central bank would begin
to lower rates, he said. “When sequential inflation is still
running at 2.5 percent a month, talk of cutting is prob-
ably premature.” The IMF expects inflation to stand at
24 percent by the end of next year - broadly in line with
a Reuters poll that predicted inflation would fall to 25
percent by then. — Reuters

= US Secretary of the Treasury Janet Yellen speaks during the International Monetary Fund and World Bank
Group’s annual meetings October 22, 2024, in Washington, DC. - AFP

Gaspar said the IMF agrees with the findings of a
report published last month on the European Union’s
lack of compelitiveness conducted by the former Ital-
ian premier Mario Draghi, which called for “massive”
but targeled investment to fund the 27-member trad-
ing bloc’s priorities. “An emphasis on growth and com-
petitiveness in Europe is just (and) appropriate,” he

said, despite the cost of these measures.

Gaspar also noted the Draghi report’s calls to deep-
en the EU’s single market — something the IMF has
long supported. “The single market is one of the central
the cornerstones of European integration, one of the
most important collective assets of Europe, and should
be used to the fullest extent,” he said. — AFP
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AAIOT signs strategic agreements
with Oracle and RIT at GITEX 2024

Collaborations to foster innovation, develop national talent

Sheikh Mohammad Al-Sabah, President of AAIOT, with the Oracle team during the signing of the agreement.

KUWAIT: The Artificial Intelligence
of Things Association (AAIOT) has an-
nounced the signing of two strategic co-
operation agreements with Oracle and
the Rochester Institute of Technology
(RIT) during its participation in GITEX
2024 in Dubai. These collaborations aim
to accelerate the adoption of Al and loT
technologies across various seclors in
Kuwait, in alignment with Kuwait’s Vision
2035 for digital transformation, which
seeks to position the country as a region-
al technology hub.

Through this partnership, Oracle
will bring its leading expertise in cloud
technology, data analytics, artificial in-
telligence, machine learning, and cyber-

security, strengthening Kuwail's digital
infrastructure. At the same time, AAIOT
will coordinate efforts with local stake-
holders, including government bodies,
the private sector, and academic institu-
tions, to ensure the adaptation of these
technologies to the specific needs of the
Kuwaiti market.

Omar Saleh, Vice President of Or-
acle for the Gull region, said: “We are
pleased to be part of this collaboration
with AAIOT to drive digital transforma-
tion in Kuwait using Al and IoT tech-
nologies. This partnership demonstrates
our commitment to supporting Kuwait’s
vision to become a regional hub for ad-
vanced technology, and we look forward

to sharing our expertise to help achieve
these ambitious goals.”

Fostering innovation

Under the Memorandum of Under-
standing, Oracle and AAIOT will organize
a series of joint events and activities, in-
cluding technical workshops, training pro-
grams, research projects, and seminars.
These initiatives aim to develop the skills
ol the local workforce and stimulate inno-
valion in multiple fields such as healthcare,
education, and industry. These efforts will
conlribute lo building a tech-savvy soci-
ety capable of adopting advanced digital
solutions for greater efficiency and ad-
dressing various challenges.

Sheikh Mohammad Al-Sabah signs agreement with RIT.

Sheikh Mohammad Al-Sabah, Presi-
dent of AAIOT, expressed his confidence
that this partnership with Oracle will add
significant value to Kuwail's Lech seclor.
He stated: “With Oracle’s global expertise
and our deep understanding of the local
market needs, we are optimistic that this
collaboration will pave the way for a tan-
gible and suslainable digilal transforma-
tion in Kuwait.”

Developing national talent
Alongside the agreement with Oracle,
AAIOT has signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with the Rochester Insti-
tute of Technology, aiming to empower
and lrain nalional lalent in digilal trans-

formation, arlificial intelligence, and smartl
cities. This collaboration seeks to pro-
vide specialized educational programs
designed to prepare young Kuwaitis to
enter the workforce with advanced skills
that align with the aspirations of Vision
2035. Sheikh Mohammad Al-Sabah em-
phasized that this partnership with RIT
strengthens Kuwail’s ability to build a
specialized national workforce capable
of leading future technological advance-
ments. The President of RIT praised
this fruitful cooperation, expressing his
delight in working closely with AAIOT
to achieve shared goals and preparing
a generation of innovative specialists
across various lechnological fields.

News in Brief

Lloyds bank profit drops

LONDON: British lender Lloyds Banking Group
revealed Wednesday a drop in profits as interest
rates fall, adding that performance in the first nine
months was impacted also by higher costs. Profit af-
ter tax dropped 13 percent to £3.4 billion ($4.4 bil-
lion), Lloyds said in a statement. It is the first of Brit-
ain’s major banks lo updale on performance in the
earnings season, with Barclays, NatWest and HSBC
to follow in coming days. As central banks embark
on cutting rates with inflation returning to lower lev-
els, lenders are following suil causing them to lose
deposits. Lloyds on Wednesday added that net in-
terest income declined 10 percent to £9.1 billion in
the nine months to the end of September. — AFP

|
Starbucks results show falling sales

NEW YORK: US coffee giant Starbucks on Tues-
day released preliminary results showing that sales
are continuing to fall, as the new CEO vowed a stra-
tegic overhaul to turn the company around. “Our
fourth quarter performance makes it clear that we
need to fundamentally change our strategy so we
can get back to growth and that’s exactly what we
are doing with our ‘Back to Starbucks’ plan,” CEO
Brian Niccol said in a statement. “I believe that our
problems are very fixable and that we have signifi-
cant strengths to build on,” he added. — AFP

|
US regulator finalizes air taxi rules

NEW YORK: US regulators on Tuesday finalized
regulations for “powered lift” vehicles, opening
the door for commercial air taxis. The rules apply
Lo aircraft which “have the characteristics of both
airplanes and helicopters,” the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration said in a statement, and come as several
companies explore lower-cost, electric-powered air
transit. The new regulations were needed because
existing rules didn’t address these new types of
aircraft, which can lake off vertically—like helicop-
ters—before flying horizontally similar to an air-
plane, the FAA said. — AFP

|
WB to offer $2bn to Argentina

BUENOS AIRES: The World Bank is prepared to
provide Argentina with more than $2 billion in new
loans destined for social security, education, trans-
port, energy and battling poverty, the multilateral
lender’s regional vice president said on Tuesday.
Carlos Felipe Jaramillo, who heads the World Bank’s
Latin American and Caribbean division, made the
announcement on X as the country’s economy
minister attends the International Monetary Fund-
World Bank summit in Washington. The government
of libertarian President Javier Milei is battling one of
the world’s highest inflation rates with a tough aus-
terity drive that has slowed economic activity and
pushed up poverty well past 50 percent—Reuters

|
BoE plays down inflation drop

WASHINGTON: A sharp fall in British consumer
price inflation in Sepltember was driven by more
volatile components, Bank of England rate-selter
member Megan Greene said on Tuesday, a day af-
ter she said she favored a gradual approach to cut-
ling interest rates. Consumer price inflation fell to
a three-year low of 1.7 percent in September from
2.2 percent in August, below forecasts in a Reuters
poll of economists. The services component - which
the BoE generally views as giving a better sense of
long-term inflation pressures - dropped to 4.9 per-
cent from 5.6 percent. — Reuters

Germany bets on
India to reduce
reliance on China

BERLIN: Chancellor Olaf Scholz leads a high-lev-
el delegation to New Delhi this week, betting that
grealer access Lo the vasl Indian markel can reduce
Germany’s reliance on Beijing even if India does not
turn out to be the “new China”. From cars to logis-
tics, German companies are largely optimistic about
India’s growth potential, tapping into a wealth of
skilled young workers, a cheaper cost base and eco-
nomic growth motoring at around 7 percent.

The visil comes al a delicate lime for Germany,
whose export-oriented economy faces a second
vear of contraction and worries over a trade dispute
between the European Union and China that could
rebound on German companies. Stung by its prob-
lematic reliance on cheap Russian gas before the
Ukraine war in 2022, Germany has pursued a strate-
gy of reducing its exposure to Beijing.

“India, the most populous country in the world,
is a key partner of the German economy in the
Indo-Pacific and plays a key role in the diversifi-
calion of the German economy,” Economy Minis-
Ler Robert Habeck said on Wednesday. “We must
reduce critical dependencies and strengthen the
resilience of German companies and their supply
chains to and from Asia.”

But China is slill the biggest show in town. German
direct investments in India were around 25 billion
euros ($27 billion) in 2022, about 20 percent of the
volume invested in China, said Volker Treier, head of
foreign trade al the German Chamber of Commerce
DIHK. He thinks that share could rise to 40 percent
by the end of the decade. “China will not disappear,
but India will become more important for German
companies,” said Treier.

“India is the litmus test, so to speak. If de-risking
China is Lo work, India is the key Lo it, because of the
size of the markel and the economic dynamism in the
country.” Scholz, who will take with him most of his
cabinel including the foreign and defense ministers,
will meet Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Iriday before presiding over the seventh round of
Indian-German government consultations.

Habeck will arrive a day earlier Lo open the biennial

Habeck mulls plan to
spur German growth
through investment

BERLIN: German Economy Minister Robert
Habeck laid out plans to remedy weak growth
in Europe’s largest economy on Wednesday
by starting a fund to stimulate investment and
changing course on Germany’s budget policy.
Creating a climate-neutral modern industrial
future requires massive investment, both public
and private, which is being held back by Germa-
ny’s restrictive budgetary policy, Habeck wrote
in a 14-page posilion paper.

“There is too little leeway in the budget to
enable private and public investment on a sig-
nificantly larger scale than today,” he wrote. The
International Monetary Fund (IMF) this week
significantly downgraded its forecasts for Ger-
many. No other major industrialized country is
currently weakening as much. Habeck, whose
name has been widely floated as the Greens’
candidate for chancellor in elections next year,
took aim specifically at the country’s constitu-
tionally enshrined cap on spending.

The debt brake is a sacred cow of the Free
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NEW DELHI: German Chancellor Olaf Scholz (left) walks with India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi before

their meeting at the Hyderabad House in New Delhi on February 25, 2023. — AFP

Asia-Pacific Conference of German Business.

China + 1

German firms cite bureaucracy, corruption and
India’s tax system as investment hurdles, according
to a study by consultancy KPMG and the German
Chambers of Commerce Abroad (AHK). They none-
theless see a bright future in India, with 82 percent
expecting their revenues to grow in the next five
years. Some 59 percent are planning to expand their
investments, compared to just 36 percent in 2021.

For example, German logistics giant DHL plans
to invest half a billion euros in India by 2026, tap-
ping into a fast-growing e-commerce markel. “We
see enormous growth potential in the Asia-Pacific
region, of which India has a significant share,” said
division head Oscar de Bok.

Volkswagen, which has been hit by [lalling sales
in China and high production costs at home, is con-
sidering new tie-ups in India for joint production. It
has two factories already and signed a supply deal
with local partner Mahindra in February. “I think

Democrats (FDP), which governs along with the
Greens and Chancellor Olaf Scholz’'s SPD. To
bypass it, Habeck wants to introduce a multi-
billion-euro “Germany Fund” to modernize in-
frastructure and provide an “unburcaucratic”
investment premium of 10 percent for all compa-
nies. The proposed fund would focus in particu-
lar on small and medium-sized enterprises, large
corporations and start-ups.

The investment premium would be offset
against the company’s tax liability. Unlike a
simple improvement in wrile-offs, companies
that do not make a profit at all, such as newly
founded ones, would also receive the premium,
wrote Habeck. The measure should be limited to
five years, he said, adding that greater econom-
ic growth should ensure the national debt would
increase only moderately related to economic
output. Habeck, who joins a government dele-
gation to India this week for talks on trade and
investment, also called for slimmed-down trade
deals with countries such as India and Indonesia
that, for example, focus on industrial standards
and leave out agricultural goods.

FDP deputy leader Wolfgang Kubicki said Ha-
beck’s proposals could only be seen as serious if they
acknowledged that there was not enough political
support to abolish the brake. He told the Rheinische
Post newspaper that Habeck needed to state what
the measure would cost current and future taxpay-

we shouldn’t underestimate the potential in India
in terms of a markel ... and in lerms of regulatory
uncerlainly belween the U.S. and China,” said the
group’s finance chief Arno Antlitz in May.

Similarly, Cologne-based engine maker Deulz
announced a deal this year with India’s TAFE, the
world’s third-largest tractor maker, for subsidiary
TAFE Motors to produce 30,000 Deulz engines
under license. “The main arguments for India are
political stability and low labor costs,” said Jonathan
Brown, a managing director at BCG. “So you should
have a ‘China + 1’ strategy in which India plays an
important role.”

Trade hit a new record in 2023 between Germany
and India, which is expected to overtake Germany and
Japan to become the world’s third-largest economy
by the end of the decade. Negotiations [or an EU-In-
dia free trade deal, years in the making, still have no
end in sight. “The hurdles to gaining a foothold in the
markel are high,” said BCG’s Brown. “Bul once you're
there, you have great potential. What doesn’t work is
just selling German products locally.” — Reuters

German Minister of Economics and Climate Protec-
tion Robert Habeck addresses a press conference on
modernization in Berlin on October 23, 2024. — AFP

ers. The SPD’s general secretary, Matthias Miersch,
welcomed the proposal and said it was crucial now
that all parties are working constructively on how to
strengthen the German economy.

An industry summil planned for next week,
where Scholz will meet industry associations,
trade unions and firms, “is the right place for
this,” he told the Rheinische Post. — Reuters
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A coffin and flowers on display at a coffin manufacturing workshop in downtown Beira. — AFP photos
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Established 1961

Amelia Armando Machava inspects a coffin at a coffin manufacturing workshop in down-

town Beira.

IN MOZAMBIQUE'S BEIRA, SHIPPING
PALLETS REPURPOSED AS COFFINS

Tools and decorations used at a coffin man-
ufacturing workshop.

A carpenter works in a coffin manufactur-
ing workshop in downtown Beira.

A carpenter decorates a coffin with laces at
a coffin manufacturing workshop.

bique’s Indian Ocean city of Bei-

ra, a dozen young men work away
at handcrafting humble coffins from
wooden pallets discarded by cargo
ships that dock at its huge port. Saw-
dust floats in the air and the sound of
hammering fills the workshop where
the only electric equipment — a make-
shift saw and a drill — buzz intermit-
tently as the pallets are repurposed
with basic carpentry techniques.

The coffins produced in this down-
town funeral parlor are cheaper than
others on the market, a service for res-
idents buckling under hikes in the cost
of living which have made dealing with
death more expensive too. An old, rust-
ed sawmill stands unused in the corner,
covered in dust and cobwebs, a relic of
a time when the economy of the city 700
kilometers (435 miles) northeast of the
capital Maputo was more robust.

The building — worn and weathered
— dates back to before independence
from Portugal in 1975, standing as a
testament to the resilience of its owner,
56-year-old Amelia Armando Machava.
Machava started the funeral parlor in
1998 with the help of a single municipal
carpenter who came in only when she
could afford to pay.

“In 1998, | transitioned from baking
to fashion design,” Amelia said. But
there was not much money in tailoring
as so many women had turned to their
sewing machines to make a living. So,
“l saved what | could from sewing, and
that’s how | began making coffins.” Ini-
tially, business was slow and Machava
made only one or two coffins a week.
But as locals grew familiar with her
work, demand increased. Today, her
team produces dozens of coffins for a
city often in need.

Abustling marketplace has emerged
in the dimly lit workshop. Women carry-
ing baskets of snacks weave between
the busy carpenters, offering quick re-
freshments. Young boys arrive with
bundles of recycled plastic and Styro-

In a dilapidated building in Mozam-

Carpenters work at a coffin manufacturing workshop in downtown Beira.

foam that will be shaped into delicate
flowers to adorn the finished coffins.

‘Dignity in death’

Mozambique is one of the poorest
countries in the world with around 75
percent of its 33 million people living on
less than a dollar a day. Beira, one of

its largest cities, has seen particularly
tough times: Cyclone Idai made land-
fall here five years ago and went on
to claim more than 600 lives, wrecking
homes, businesses and crops.

About 90 percent of the city was de-
stroyed, according to some estimates.
The cost of an ordinary funeral for most
Mozambicans can reach 200,000 met-

A carpenter works on coffins for children
at a coffin manufacturing workshop.
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icals ($3,130) which is unattainable
for many. Just a coffin, even the ones
Machava’s team makes from scrap
wood, can cost between around $90
and $1,500. In 2021, major cities saw
drastic rates hikes that disproportion-
ately affected urban residents, 80 per-
cent of whom live in poverty.

is struggling, | don’t charge them. It’s
about helping the community,” she said.

During times of crisis — for example
the aftermath of Cyclone Idai in 2019 —
she has given away coffins to families
who cannot afford them. “We’ve sur-
vived cyclones, disasters, and econom-
ic downturns,” Machava said, standing

8 1 A carpenter works next to a disused saw

mill at a coffin manufacturing workshop

__ | in downtown Beira.
%]
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It led to cremation costs surging
from 500 to 5,000 meticals while the fee
to reserve a grave jumped from 1,500
to 4,500 meticals. Even the small iden-
tification plates on the wooden crosses
at a grave went up, from 100 to 400
meticals. “People don’t have money but
they need a way to bury their dead,”
Machava said. “When | know someone

in the dusty light of the workshop. “But
we keep going. This is more than just a
business. It's how we survive and how
we help others cope with loss and send
our departed with some dignity that life
may not have afforded them.” — AFP

A boy sells bundles of styrofoam to Amelia
Armando Machava.

f

A woman sells snacks to carpenters at a
coffin manufacturing workshop.
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Ornamental fish are seen in a fish tank before being packed for export.

very day, local fishermen

visit Ernesto Rojas to sell

him small, colorful fish

plucked from rivers in the

Colombian jungle that end
up in aquariums around the world.

The septuagenarian has dedicated
half a century to the ornamental fish busi-
ness in Inirida, the capital of the eastern
region of Guainia, which borders Venezu-
ela and Brazil.

It is a thriving trade that critics see as
cruel and harmful to nature, though en-
vironmentalists also recognize it brings
benefits, such as encouraging habitat
conservation and offering an alternative
to harmful activities like illegal logging
and mining.

Rojas keeps fish in ponds covered by
nets to protect them from predatory birds
before they are flown to Bogota for export
to the United States, Asia and Europe.

He buys the Altum Angelfish (Ptero-
phyllum altum) -- which is only found in
the region and is prized by collectors for
its long fins and striking vertical stripes --
for the equivalent of $2 each.

Once in the United States, they can
sell for $70 or even more. “So much

o beauty packed into such a small body,”
Angelfish are seen in a fish tank. Rojas said as he examined his next

f—

Angelfish are seen in a fish tank before
being packed for export in Inirida, Guainia
Department.

Thursday, Oclober 24, 2024

From Colombia’s
jungle to the
world's fish tanks

shipment containing hundreds of angel-
fish. Around him fish swam in circles in
plastic bags. His assistants enriched the
water inside with oxygen from a cylinder
in preparation for the flight of just over an
hour to the capital.

Sustainability concerns

In the local Indigenous language,
Guainia means “Land of many waters.”

According to the National Aquacul-
ture and Fisheries Authority, the region is
home to 60 percent of the 521 species
authorized for sale in Colombia, where
the world’s biggest biodiversity confer-
ence got underway this week.

Around 526 tons of fish were exported
in 2023, generating revenues of about six
million dollars, the regulator said. Inirida
is cut off from Colombia’s national road
network and accessible only by plane or
a long boat ride.

Its isolation makes revenues from or-
namental fish a key pillar of the economy,
Oscar Javier Parra, director of the local
environmental authority, told AFP.

While South America’s booming
aquarium trade brings much-needed in-
come for thousands of people, sustain-
ability is an issue, according to the World
Wildlife Fund (WWF).

Pictus catfish
(Pimelodus pictus) are
seen in a fish tank.

A silver dollar (Metynnis argenteus) is seen

in a fish tank before being packed.
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Ornamental fish are seen in a fish tank before being packed.

An Angelfish is seen in a fish tank before
being packed.
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Ornamental fish are seen in a fish tank before being packed.

A Geophagus ornamental fish is seen be-
fore being packed.
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An employee checks ornamental fish in bags
before being packed for export in Inirida.

“For ornamental fish, the sheer vol-
ume of exports is raising concerns that
the trade might not be sustainable for
fish populations. And history shows
that over-exploitation is a likely scenar-
io,” it warned. But “under the right cir-
cumstances, sustainable ornamental
fisheries can improve forest conserva-
tion and alleviate poverty of local com-
munities,” the WWF said.

To try to protect fish populations,
authorities ban fishing in Guainia for
seven weeks a year, usually between
early April and June. For some species
such as the angelfish, the ban begins
several weeks earlier.

“It's a regulated business with very
good practices,” Parra said. The state
also ensures that species considered

Ernesto Rojas packs ornamental fish for export in Inirida.

. —
e —

A Panda Uaru (Uaru fernandezyepezi) is
seen in a fish tank.

vulnerable, such as the piranha and
the enormous and colorful peacock
bass, are not fished from the dark, min-
eral-rich waters of the Inirida River and
its tributaries.

“Seeing an animal lose its freedom
for someone’s enjoyment and plea-
sure” is an affront to animal rights activ-
ists, Parra admitted. However, fishing
using small nets is a low-impact source
of income in a region where rampant
illegal gold mining means huge quanti-
ties of mercury are dumped into rivers
every year, he said. Banning ornamen-
tal fisheries “would be worse” for the
environment, Parra said. —AFP
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Ornamental fish are seen in a fish tank.

Thursday, October 24, 2024

8 An employee carries ornamental fish in bags

before being packed for export in Inirida.

Cardinal tetra (Paracheirodon axelrodi) are
seen in a fish tank before being packed for
export in Bogota.—AFP photos

Roman Polanski 1970s
sexual assault lawsuit
dismissed: Lawyer

lanski, who fled the United States

decades ago after admitting to the
statutory rape of a 13-year-old, will no
longer face trial over an alleged assault
of another minor after reaching a set-
tlement, his lawyer said Tuesday.

French-PoIish director Roman Po-

This combination of file pictures shows
French-Polish director and former presi-
dent of the Jury, Roman Polanski and Brit-
ish actress Charlotte Lewis.—AFP

The latest case against the director
of “The Pianist,” which concerned an al-
leged sexual attack in 1973, had been
due in civil court in Los Angeles next
August, but has now been withdrawn,
Polanski’s US attorney told AFP. The
case was “settled in the summer to the
parties’ mutual satisfaction and has
now been formally dismissed,” Alexan-
der Rufus-Isaacs said in an email.

The suit, filed last year, claimed Po-
lanski took a then-teenager -- named
anonymously in filings as Jane Doe --
to dinner at a restaurant in Los Angeles
in 1973.He allegedly gave her tequi-
la, and when she began to feel dizzy,

Cosplayers dressed as Tintin and Captain
Haddock pose during San Diego Gomic-Con
International in San Diego, California, on
July 21, 2023. --AFP

drove her to his home, where he forced
himself on her.

“She told him: ‘please don't do this,
the plaintiff’s lawyer, Gloria Allred, told
reporters in March. “She alleges that he
ignored her pleas. She also alleges that
defendant Polanski removed plaintiff’s
clothes and he proceeded to sexually as-
sault her, causing her tremendous physi-
cal, emotional pain and suffering.”

The civil suit, which sought unspec-
ified damages, was filed in June 2023,
just before the expiration of a California
law that allowed for an extended window
for claims against the alleged perpetra-
tors of sexual crimes. Court papers filed
in California in July said a “conditional”
accord had been reached.

Allred said in an email late Tuesday
that “a settlement of claims was agreed
to by the parties to their mutual satis-
faction”. Oscar-winner Polanski, now
91, is a divisive figure, with some in the
movie world hailing his creative genius,
while others insist he was always a sex-
ual predator. Polanski admitted to the
statutory rape of 13-year-old Samantha
Geimer in a plea bargain in 1977 to avoid
a trial on more serious charges. But he
fled to France the following year, after
serving 42 days in jail, when it appeared
a judge was reconsidering his release.

Geimer has subsequently defended
Polanski, and was photographed with
him last year. A French court in May ac-
quitted Polanski of defaming British ac-
tor Charlotte Lewis after she accused
him of raping her when she was a teen-
ager. The director has always denied
wrongdoing.—AFP

ABBA's Bjorn among 11,000
artists issuing Al warning

singer Bjorn Ulvaeus, Hollywood

actress Julianne Moore and Nobel
laureate Kazuo Ishiguro have signed a
statement warning about the unlicensed
use of artificial intelligence.

Some 11,500 stars of music, liter-
ature, screen and stage had put their
names to the statement by Tuesday, as
fears mount over tech companies using
existing creative works to train up Al mod-
els without permission from their original
creators. “The unlicensed use of creative
works for training generative Al is a ma-
jor, unjust threat to the livelihoods of the
people behind those works, and must not
be permitted,” says the brief statement.

In Hollywood, studios have been ex-
perimenting with Al in recent years, from
bringing deceased movie stars back
using realistic “digital replicas,” to using
computer-generated background figures
to reduce the number of actors need-
ed for battle scenes. Similar fears have
gripped other creative industries.

The statement was organized by Brit-
ish composer and former Al executive
Ed Newton-Rex, the Guardian reported.
Newton-Rex told the newspaper that
generative Al companies including his
former employer Stability Al were using

Thousands of artists including ABBA

Kazuo Ishiguro attends the 95th Annual
Oscars Nominees Luncheon at The Beverly
Hilton on February 13, 2023 in Beverly Hills,
California.

Bjorn Ulvaeus, a member of Swedish disco
group ABBA attends the opening of “Mam-
ma Mia! The party”, a new restaurant in
Stockholm where people can eat while
watching a show based on ABBA’s songs
on January 20, 2016 in Stockholm.

copyrighted contented to train their mod-
els without paying the original creators.

“When Al companies call this ‘train-
ing data,” they dehumanize it. What
we’re talking about is people’s work --
their writing, their art, their music,” he
said. Last year, authors including John
Grisham, Jodi Picoult and George RR
Martin sued OpenAl for “systematic
theft on a mass scale.”

Hollywood stars including Pedro Pas-
cal, Jane Fonda and Mark Hamill last
month backed a sweeping Al safety bill in

Julianne Moore attends the “The Room
Next Door” premiere during the 62nd New
York Film Festival at Alice Tully Hall, Lincoln
Center on October 04, 2024 in New York
City.—AFP photos

California that was ultimately vetoed by
Governor Gavin Newsom. Other artists
have chosen to collaborate with Al.

Facebook owner Meta last week an-
nounced that Hollywood actor Casey Af-
fleck and horror studio Blumhouse were
partnering to test its Al movie generat-
ing software by making a series of short
films. Among other famous signatories
to Monday’s statement were Radiohead
singer Thom Yorke, author James Patter-
son and actor Kevin Bacon.—AFP

Swedish music band ABBA’s wax figures are displayed at the ABBA museum in Stock-
holm, Sweden on November 5, 2021.

Rare Tintin albums go under the hammer in Paris

collection of rare Tintin comic al-
Abums is up for auction in Paris
on Wednesday, many signed by
cartoonist Herge, who wrote “Tintin is
just another version of me” on one fly-
leaf. Among the 75 graphic novels is a
one-of-a-kind copy of “Tintin in Ameri-
ca”’, first published in 1932, which has
an estimated value of 200,000 euros
($217,000). Herge dedicated the book
in 1933 to the chaplain of his Brussels
scout troop, Charles Helsen, who be-
came a friend and mentor.
“To Mr Abbot Helsen, in memory

of the good years spent under his
supervision, discovering Adventure...
Tintin is just another version of me,
who would have continued on that
path, all the way,” he wrote. Helsen’s
copy of “Tintin in America” appears
to have been a one-off printing. “We
believe Herge requested a copy be
specially printed” for his friend, said
Daniel Perez, the auction house ex-
pert covering the sale.

The sale of 75 graphic novels at
the Tajan auction house will break up a
collection built over generations by the

family of Felipe Ortiz-Patino, whose
Bolivian great-grandfather started the
mania. Perez said he put together the
lots for sale from the collection after
Ortiz-Patino “switched interests for
various reasons”. Many of the books
on offer are in near-new or very good
condition, displaying the original colors
of their cover illustrations.

One first-edition copy of 1931’s
“Tintin in the Congo” -- of which only
a few thousand were printed -- is esti-
mated at 100,000 euros. Herge signed
the book “Tintin” while his fiancee, Ger-

maine, signed as “Milou” -- the French
name for the intrepid reporter’s faithful
terrier known as “Snowy” in English
translations. An unsigned but very rare
pop-up version of “Red Rackham’s
Treasure” is also on sale with an es-
timate of 60,000 euros. In November,
Tajan plans to offer one of Herge’s orig-
inal 1941 illustrations for “The Shooting
Star”, another Tintin adventure, esti-
mated at up to 500,000 euros. —AFP
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Confident N Zealand ready
for India spin challenge

Pant fit for second Test as Gill gives India selection ‘headache’

PUNE: Skipper Tom Latham said Wednesday that
New Zealand had been buoyed by their historic Test
victory in India but must now adapt fast to a likely
turning track in Pune. New Zealand won the opener
on a seaming pitch in Bengaluru for their first Test
triumph in India since 1988 but face a different chal-
lenge in the second match starting Thursday.

“Whatever we are presented with, for us, it’s
aboutl trying to adapl as quick as we can,” said
Latham, whose men are lrying Lo seal New Zealand’s
first ever series win in India. “If it is going Lo be a
wickel that turns a bit more, we have obviously gol
four spinners in our line-up, so fingers crossed that
will play into their hands.”

Ajaz Patel leads New Zealand’s spin attack. He be-
came only the third bowler in Test history to claim
all 10 wickets in an innings at Mumbai’s Wankhede
Stadium in 2021. In the first Test at Bengaluru, New
Zealand bowled out India for 46 and went on to win
the match by eight wickets.

The victory has injected the Black Caps with con-
fidence, Latham said. “That’s probably the most im-
portant thing, that we can come over here, we can
compete and we can do well,” he said. But he cau-
tioned: “Both teams start on zero.”

New Zealand will be without Kane Williamson for
a second straight match with the star batsman recov-
ering from a groin injury back home. Their batting
has stood up with Will Young (33 and 48 not out)
and Rachin Ravindra (134 and 39 not out) performing
well in the first Test. Latham said missing Williamson
was “disappointing”, but that it gave an opportunity
to other batsmen.

S Korean Olympic
shooter keeps cool
over newlound fame

SEOUL: When Kim Ye-ji first tried shooling at age
12 she could not lift the gun. Now, she is the world’s
most Internet-famous Olympic shooter, thanks to
her steel nerves — and Elon Musk. Kim, 32, won sil-
ver in the women’s 10m air pistol at this summer’s
Paris Olympics and captured the internet’s attention
with her nonchalant cool. But she told AFP that she
fell into her sport by accident.

When her middle school teacher asked for vol-
unteers to try shooting, Kim did not raise her hand
but was selected anyway. Despite being too small
to hoist the pistol, she was hooked. “I thought it
looked cool,” Kim, dressed in an oversized black suit
and heels after a commercial photoshoot, told AFP
al a shooling range in Seoul. Her visit Lo the ven-
ue prompted gasps of excitement from other young
Koreans at the firing line.

Her parents strongly opposed her taking up
shooling, but “for three days, I didn’t eal and just
cried, begging Lo be allowed,” Kim said. Eventual-
ly, they relented. “I didn’t have a clear goal when it
came to my studies. But with shooting... I knew I had
to be the best,” she said.

She has dedicated her life to shooting ever since.
In Paris, she said she had a “single goal — winning a
medal.” She was nol using social media al the lime,
viewing it as “toxic” and a distraction from train-
ing, so she was initially unaware when videos of her
shooling slarted going viral.

At a photo session with other medalists in Paris,
where journalists told her she had “a lot of Brazilian
fans” and asked her to greel them in Portuguese, she
started to realize something had happened. “I didn’t
think of myself as special, and I still don't,” she told
AFP. “There are many other medalists with lots of
fans, and I jusl see mysell as one of them.”

SEQUL: This picture taken on October 22, 2024
shows South Korean shooter Kim Ye-ji preparing
to shoot during an interview with AFP at a shooting
range in Seoul. — AFP

Internet sensation

The video that launched Kim to stardom shows
her in an all-black uniform, a backwards baseball cap
and wire-rimmed shooling glasses while Laking aim
and firing. After breaking the world record she bare-
ly reacts, glancing at her score calmly as the crowd
applauds. The clip, which was actually taken from a
competition in May 2024, triggered an internet fren-
zy, with people hailing her “main character” energy,
and Elon Musk calling for her to be cast in an action
movie, “no acling required”.

Videos of her Olympic performance quickly went
viral, but the preternatural calm which captivated
the Internel’s attention is simply how she shoots, she
said. “1 wasn't initially good at concentrating,” she
said, bul she was advised Lo keep her gaze ultra-fo-
cused at the firing line.

She found this “helped me concentrate, and to
calm my nerves”. She said she is a “naturally restless
person”, but when she shoots “my arm is not just my
arm anymore; it's all part of the gun”. “When holding
the gun, everything must be perfectly fixed in place.
Nothing should move — wrist, hand, or any other
part. I think of it all as part of the gun.” — AFP

Meanwhile, India’s Rishabh Pant will be fit to keep
wickel in the second Tesl against New Zealand after
an injury scare, confirmed coach Gaulam Gambhir
on Wednesday. But the return of Shubman Gill has
left India with a selection dilemma on the eve of the
match in Pune as they look to square the series.

Pant hit 99 at Bengaluru in his first Test appear-
ance since a near-fatal car crash in December 2022
as India lost Lo New Zealand by eight wickets. While
keeping, Pant hurt the same knee that was operated
on after the crash that sidelined him for more than a
vear, and did not field for large parts of the match.

“He will keep wickets in the game tomorrow,”
Gambhir lold a news conference Wednesday. Bals-
man Gill missed the first Test with a neck issue and
his replacement, Sarfaraz IChan, hit 150 in India’s
second innings putting on 177 with Pant.

With Gill returning, India have to decide wheth-
er to drop senior batsman KL Rahul, who scored
a duck and 12 in Bengaluru, or centurion Sarfaraz.
“Picking an eleven in any Tesl malch in India is a
headache, because of the amount of talent that we
have,” Gambhir said.

“It's a good challenge in picking the team. It
means Indian crickel has a strong foundation and is
at a good level.” The former opener Rahul dropped
down Lo the middle-order last year but his form has
been patchy.

He last scored a century in South Africa in De-
cember’s Boxing Day Test and has only two fifties
since, drawing criticism from pundits and fans in the
cricket-obsessed nation. Gambhir countered that
he selected players based on their form, not public
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2 PUNE: New Zealand’s Will Young (C) bats in the nets as Rachin Ravindra (L) watches during a practice
session ahead of their second Test cricket match against India at the Maharashtra Cricket Association

Stadium in Pune. — AFP

opinion, and backed Rahul.

“You don't pick players on social media, or for
that matter even what the experts are saying,”
Gambhir said. “I feel he is batting really well.” He
noted that Rahul had a “decent knock” in scoring
68 at Kanpur against Bangladesh last month and
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DHAKA: Bangladesh’s Mehidy Hasan Miraz (L) plays a shot during the third day of the first Test cricket
match between Bangladesh and South Africa at the Sher-e-Bangla National Cricket Stadium in Dhaka on

October 23, 2024. — AFP

Mehidy, Jaker keep
Bangladesh alive
against South Africa

MIRPUR: Half-centuries by Mehidy Hasan Miraz
and Jaker Ali helped Bangladesh into an 81-run lead
over South Africa belore bad light brought an early
finish to day three of the first Test on Wednesday.

The hosts were 283-7 in Mirpur when the um-
pires called stumps about an hour before the sched-
uled finish, with Mehidy on 87 and Nayeem Hasan on
16. Bangladesh spin bowling coach Mushtaq Ahmed
said he believed his side could still snatch its first
ever Test win against the visitors.

“We have Lo bal as long as we can, score con-
sistently, and gel whalever lead we can,” he said.
“When we can start believing, we can come back
and we fight,” he added. “When you don't give up,
the opposition also respects you.”

South Africa only bowled five overs in the last
session and fewer than 58 overs were played through
the day after a rain interruption cut the second ses-
sion shorl. Mehidy and debutant Jaker added 138
runs for the seventh wickel Lo save Bangladesh [rom
an innings defeat after they resumed at 101-3, chas-
ing down South Africa’s 202-run first-innings lead.

Stokes forecasts
spin battle in
series decider

RAWALPINDI: England caplain Ben Stokes be-
lieves the series-deciding third Test against Pakistan
starting Thursday will boil down to a spin battle on
a Rawalpindi pitch likely to favor slow bowlers. En-
gland piled up 823-7 Lo thrash Pakistan by an innings
on a lifeless Multan pitch in the first Test, before the
hosts bounced back with a 152-run win on a recy-
cled and turning Multan track.

For the deciding match, Pakistan have kept the
same combination of three frontline spinners in Sa-
jid Khan, Noman Ali and Zahid Mahmood, with just
one fast bowler in Aamer Jamal. Pakistan have used
industrial fans and heaters to dry the Rawalpindi
pitch, hoping to replicate their spin-led success
in Multan which ended a drought of home wins
stretching back to 2021.

Stokes said his three spinners in Jack Leach,
Shoaib Bashir and the recalled Rehan Ahmed
were equal to the challenge. “I'll be backing the
three spinners that we’ve picked,” Stokes told re-
porters after a training session on the eve of the
third and final Test.

“We don’t know exactly how the wicket will
play, but we’ve taken as much information from it
as we can. “We think the longer the game goes, the
more spin will come into play.”

Jaker was eventually trapped Ibw by left-arm
spinner Keshav Maharaj for 58. “Obviously Bangla-
desh has done really well today. Conditions gol a
little bit better, il I'm honest, with a slightly used
ball,” Maharaj said.

“But I think we’re still ahead,” he added. “Bangla-
desh have a lead and we've got three wickels more
to go. We canrestrict them as much as possible, but 1
still feel we'll be in the bouncing seat. In the morning,
South African pace bowler Kagiso Rabada took ad-
vanlage ol overcast conditions Lo lake two wickels in
three balls during the fifth over.

Mahmudul Hasan Joy departed after making 40
when his attempted drive found a thick edge to first
slip, where David Bedingham took the catch. Raba-
da’s fourth wicket of the innings came two balls later
as he sent Mushfiqur Rahim’s middle stump cart-
wheeling out of the ground with a full delivery that
nipped back. The right-hander made 33.

Wicketkeeper Litton Das followed for just seven
as he edged a sharply turning delivery from Maharaj
to wicketkeeper Kyle Verreynne and the dismissal
was confirmed as caught on review, after an initial
shout for Ibw.

South Alfrica scored 308 in their first innings,
powered by Verreynne’s second Test century, in re-
ply to Bangladesh’s 106 all out on the first day. Ban-
gladesh have never won a Test against South Africa.
The second and final malch of the series begins on
October 29 in Chattogram. — AFP

{

Pakistan head coach Jason Gillespie, the former
Australia fast bowler, also expects the near-bald
pitch “to favor the slower bowlers”. The toss could
be crucial, with both teams looking Lo balt first and
maximize the impact of their spinners on a deteri-
orating pitch.

Pakistan have performed poorly in all formats in

“has the capabilily of scoring big runs”.

New Zealand registered their first victory in a
Test in India for 36 years al Bengaluru after the
hosts were bundled out for 46 in their first innings.
India are expected to name their side at the toss on
Thursday morning. — AFP

Warner offers to come
out of retirement
for India Test series

SYDNEY: Test opening great David War-
ner has told Australian selectors he is avail-
able to come out of retirement and play in the
home series against India. The 37-year-old
batsman said he was “dead serious” about
the offer to return for the five-match Border
Gavaskar Trophy series starting in Perth on
November 22.

Steve Smith wants to go back to number
four in the batting order, leaving the selectors
in search of an opening partner for Usman
IKhawaja. The left-handed Warner, who re-
tired following the third Test against Pakistan
in Sydney in January, has lold Australia coach
Andrew McDonald he can step back in.

McDonald though appears lukewarm on
the idea. “I'm always available, just gol to
pick up the phone,” Warner told News Corp
on Tuesday, saying he would be a more ro-
bust option than candidates who have just
begun a new season of the domestic Sheffield
Shield competition.

“I'm always dead serious. Let’s be honest,
the guys have played one red-ball game since
their last Test matches in February, so I've al-
mosl had the same preparation. “Honestly, if
they really needed myself for this series, I'm
more than happy to play the next Shield game
and go out there and play.”

Warner said McDonald’s response to him
didn’t suggest a recall was imminent. “His an-
swer back to me was, ‘you retired’,” Warner
said. “I don’t think he wants to give me the
pleasure of him saying: Can you come back?”
Warner, who scored 8,786 runs in 112 Tests,
has most recently been involved in limit-
ed-overs franchise competitions in Canada
and the Cayman Islands. Cameron Bancroft,
Marcus Harris and Matthew Renshaw are all
considered candidates to partner Khawaja
against India. — AFP

t w
RAWALPINDI: England’s captain Ben Stokes (R) attends a practice session on the eve of their third and

final Test cricket match against Pakistan at the Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium in Rawalpindi on October
23, 2024. — AFP

the past vyear, losing 2-0 in a home Test series to
Bangladesh and crashing out of the ODI and Twen-
ty20 World Cups in the first rounds. A series victory
over England would mark a stark change in forlunes.

“Over the last few years Pakistan’s Test crickel
hasn’t been where we'd like it to be, so any win is a
positive,” he said. — AFP
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Capital Governor Sheikh Abdullah Salem
Al-Ali to participate in NBK Run 2024

NBK investing in community development by organizing meaningful events

KUWAIT: Capital Governor Sheikh Abdullah Sa-
lem Al-Ali Al-Sabah will participate in the NBK Run,
scheduled to take place on December 14th, which is
considered the largest sporting event in Kuwait of its
kind in Kuwait given the massive participation and
extensive media coverage.

During a visit by a team from NBK to the Capital
Governorate headquarters to present the NBK Run
race kit to Sheikh Abdullah Salem Al-Ali, the Capital
Governor expressed his appreciation of NBICs lead-
ing social responsibility contributions, and its con-
stant dedication for 30 years, by organizing the NBK
Run, to cultivate positive values promoling a healthy
and sporting lifestyle being a prerequisite for build-
ing a healthy community.

The governor praised NBK's efforts in fostering
national directions tlowards sustainable development
in health and sports, in line with Kuwait Vision 2035,
pointing out that NBK stands as a role model for de-
livering social responsibility and supporting sustain-
able development in all fields.

Al-Ali pointed out that NBK’s commitment to or-
ganize this race every year underscores deep his-
torical ties with the Kuwaili community, as the first
and oldest homegrown bank in Kuwait, which was
founded by a group of Kuwaiti merchants more than
70 years ago, and has now evolved to be Kuwait’s
leading financial institution in and among the largest
banks in the region.

On their part, NBK team stated that The NBK
Run 2024 will be different from previous versions,
as there will be grealer collaboration from strategic
partners who will provide valuable prizes for the
winners, participants as well as spectators.

Shiffrin eyes 100
World Cup wins as
Hirscher returns

PARIS: As if Mikaela Shiffrin hadn't already elched
her name in the annals of World Cup alpine skiing,
the American kickstarts the new season eyeing yet
another landmark, looking to become the first person
to chalk up 100 victories on the circuit.

The 29-vyear-old closed an injury-hit 2024 on 97
World Cup wins, having already surpassed the pre-
vious overall record of 86 held by Swedish great In-
gemar Stenmark. “IUs like I'm not finished with what I
want to give and want to get from the sport,” Shiffrin
said in an interview with Eurosport last week.

“If I'm in good shape, and if it does happen, I do
see it as a really big opportunity to bolster all the
stories that are happening in ski racing right now.
There’s so much Lo be excited aboul, and so many
stories in the sport, even beyond my own.”

Another legend of the slopes, Marcel Hirscher
will mark his return to the snow, five years after
his retirement. The Austrian retired in 2019 with
67 World Cup wins, having claimed Olympic gold
in slalom and combined at the 2018 Pyeongchang
Winter Games, and with seven world titles to his
name. His collection of eight consecutive overall
World Cup crystal globes from 2012 to 2019 re-

Dodgers baseball

icon Fernando
dies at 63

LOS ANGELES: Former Los Angeles Dodgers
star Fernando Valenzuela, one of the sporl’s most
beloved figures, died on Tuesday at the age of 63,
the Major League Baseball club said in a stalement.
The Mexican pitcher played 17 seasons in MLB for
six clubs but was best remembered for his time with
the Dodgers, particularly for his role in the 1981 team
who beat the New York Yankees in the World Series.

His performances in that season and the excite-
ment it caused became known as ‘Fernandomania’
and attracted a large Mexican fan-base to the Los
Angeles team. “On behall of the Dodger organiza-
tion, we profoundly mourn the passing of Fernando,”
Dodgers president and CEO Stan Kasten said.

“He is one of the most influential Dodgers ever
and belongs on the Mount Rushmore of franchise
heroes,” he added. Remembered for his ‘wind-
up’ pitching style, he had been part of the team’s
Spanish language commentary team until recently
and his passing led to a tribute from MLB Com-
missioner Rob Manfred.

“Fernando Valenzuela was one of the most im-
pactful players of his generation. His 1981 scason
ranks among the most decorated pitching years of
all-time,” Manfred said in a statement. No cause
of death was given, but the Dodgers announced
earlier this month that Valenzuela would not com-

They also added thal the new version of the
NBK Run will witness a qualitative leap by adding
the special needs category in 3 groups: “Wheel-
chairs, Blind and Prosthetics users”. This aims to
mainstream those individuals to become active
players in the future.

Commenting on this, Abdul-Mohsen Al-Rushaid,
AGM, Head of Digital Communications al National
Bank of Kuwail, said, “We always aim lo strengthen
our position as Kuwail's most socially responsible
bank. NBK Run is an integral part of our growing
contributions to advance sustainability in line with
Kuwait’s economic plans and vision for the future.”

“We have long-standing solid relationships with
major organizalions and companies across all sec-
lors, as we always strive Lo join efforls Lo serve the
community and spread awareness about the im-
portance of sports and its role in promoting public
health,” he added.

“NBK secks to magnily its social impact and
always prioritizes investing in community devel-
opment by supporting and sponsoring meaningful
events and initiatives,” he noted.

NBK has already opened early registration for
the 2024 NBK Run starting from September 18th
until all slots are filled.

The race will start at 8:30 a.m. on December
14th, featuring two distances, both beginning and
ending al Kuwail Towers. The 10 km route will
proceed towards Souq Sharq, then turn and follow
the Gulf Road, reaching 200 melers before the in-
Llerseclion with Green Island, before returning Lo
Kuwait Towers.

The second distance of the race is 5 km, start-

mains a record. He stands fourth in career wins after
Shiffrin, Stenmark and Lindsey Vonn.

Hirscher in orange

Hirscher, however, will not be back in the red
and white of his native Austria. He will instead don
the orange of the Netherlands, the birth country of
his mother, for one season. “This weekend will be
marked by a historic event, as Marcel Hirscher will
make his debut under the Dutch flag,” the Nether-
lands ski federation said in a stalement on Tuesday.

“We wish Marcel the best of luck!” His bit-
ter-sweet move was met with disappointment from
Auslria, bult welcomed in the Netherlands, a flatland
country better known for its ice-skating than skiing
prowess. “I thought it is fun to be in the race again
and it was so much joy,” he told AFP this summer.

“Then I thought to myself okay, why nol ski one
year for the Netherlands?” Since his retirement,
Hirscher, who has rock slar slatus in ski-crazy
Austria but revels in the “calm” of the Netherlands,
sel up his own ski company, Van Deer, supported
by long-time sponsor Red Bull.

While he trained during the summer in New
Zealand, he returned home earlier than expected.
“Aiming for a place in the top 15 wouldn’t currently
be realistic,” Hirscher told Austrian television ear-
lier this month.

Hirscher then will be highly unlikely to bother
Switzerland’s Marco Odermatt, the runaway win-
ner of last season’s overall title. Lara Gut-Behrami
claimed the women’s globe in what was a double

mentate the rest of the season due to an unspeci-
fied health problem.

Born in Etchohuaquila, Sonora, Mexico as the
youngesl of 12 children, Valenzuela made his Major
League debut at age 19 with the Dodgers in Septem-
ber 1980, throwing 17.2 innings without allowing an
carned run for the remainder of the season.

In 1981, beginning with a 2-0 opening day shut-
out of the Houston Astros in an emergency start, he
wenl on an unprecedented career-opening run, with
complete games in his first eight career starts and
a 0.50 ERA launching the wave of popularity that
surrounded him.

He was the first and only player MLB history to
win Rookie of the Year and the Cy Young Award as
top pitcher in the same season. He led the National
League in strikeouts, shutouts, complete games, in-
nings pitched and starts as the Dodgers captured the
1981 World Series.

“What Fernandomania did for the Dodgers was build
generalion after generation of Mexican-American fans,”
John Thorn, MLB’s official historian told MLB.com in
2021. “The Mexican-American communily has always
been large in Los Angeles, but it was not attached to the
Dodgers when they were imported from Brooklyn. He
made everybody feel bigger and welcome. They went to
the stadium to see him,” he added.

A charismatic figure, Valenzuela’s warm-ups were
accompanied by the tune of Abba’s hit ‘Fernando’
and his face adorned cereal boxes. After he departed
the Dodgers following the 1990 season, Valenzuela
went on to pitch for the California Angels, Baltimore
Orioles, Philadelphia Phillies, San Diego Padres and
St. Louis Cardinals.

He relired from the game after the 1997
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NBK Run race kit being presented to Sheikh Abdullah Salem Al-Ali.

ing from Kuwait Towers and heading towards
Souq Sharq. Competitors will then turn and con-
tinue running until they reach the intersection at
Kuwail Army Club.

The race will honor the top three winners in both
the men’s and women’s 10 km categories with cash
prizes of KD 1,000, KD 700, and KD 500, respec-
tively. The top three winners in the men’s and wom-
en’s 5 km categories will receive KD 500, KD 400,

Swiss delight in Saalbach, the Austrian resort that
will host the 2025 world championships in February.

Shiffrin’s main rival in the technical events, Petra
Vlhova, will be missing from Soelden, the Slovak
admitting she doesn’t know when she’ll be back on
the pistes after knee surgery. “I want to return at full
strength,” Vlhova said.

“It's been a tough journey, but my knee is in good
condition now. I don’t have pain or limitations, but 1
need to feel 100 percent on the skis. I won't compete
just to finish, I need to regain my strength fully. I'm
determined to return to my top form, even though 1
don’t know how long it will take.” — AFP

and KD 300, respectively.

It is worth mentioning that NBK organizes a
variely of social evenls and inilialives every year,
demonstrating its prominent role and its consistent
approach to communily development. These initia-
lives include a wide range of social, humanilarian,
charitable, educational, sporting and environmental
evenls that aim to serve the communily and contrib-
ute Lo its development.

‘Winning is tough’
ahead of Japan title
defense: Morikawa

INZAI: Two-time major champion Collin Mori-
kawa said Wednesday that “winning is tough” as
he looks for his first victory of the year at the
US PGA Tour’s Zozo Championship in Japan this
week. The American romped to last year's title at
Narashino Country Club near Tokyo by six shots
to end a two-year title drought.

He has not lifted a trophy since and described
his 2024 season, which has included two run-
ner-up finishes, as “solid” rather than spectacu-
lar. Morikawa was part of the United States team
that beat the Internationals at the Presidents Cup
in Montreal last month and is hoping to keep that
form going this week in Japan.

“IU's a place I look forward to every year.
Knowing that I won last year, lot of good
memories,” said the 27-year-old, who has
Japanese heritage. “It was my first win in
two years. Look, winning’s tough. No matter
what it is, winning is tough. You have to learn
how to win.” — AFP
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LOS ANGELES: Former Los Angeles Dodgers broadcaster Vin Scully talks with former Los Angeles Dodgers
player Fernando Valenzuela prior to the ceremonial first pitch before game two of the 2017 World Series
between the Houston Astros and the Los Angeles Dodgers. — AFP

season bul six years later returned Lo the Dodgers as
a broadcaster. Even in his 40s he made appearanc-
es in the Mexican winter league. In 2015 he became
a naturalized American citizen. He was part of the
coaching stalf of the Mexican Leam in several edi-
tions of the World Baseball Classic and his number
34 jersey was officially retired last year.

His death comes ahead of Iriday’s opening

Classifieds

game of the first World Series between the Dodg-
ers and the Yankees since the 1981 triumph. “We
will honor Fernando’s memory during the 2024
World Series at Dodger Stadium. On behalfl of
Major League Baseball, I extend my deepest con-
dolences lo Fernando’s family, the Dodgers, his
friends across the game, and all the loyal baseball
fans of Mexico,” said Manfred. — AFP

Clinics & Hospitals

~ Change of Name

~

Clinics Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764 I, Jenin Varghese Kattakara, M7792645, do hereby change I, ZAHERUDDIN SHAIK, holder
Kaizen center 25716707 Qadsiya 22515088 father of Adora Suzann, my name to Subhas (given of Indian Passport No. U0461168
Rawda 20517733 Dasmah 22532265 holder of Indian Passport No: name) Yadav (as surname) for having permanent address 4 73
Adaliya 20517144  Bneid Al-Gar 22531908 W7988821,do hereby change all purposes. |, will henceforth be B Usmannagar, Rajampet, Ysr
Khaldiya 24848075 Shaab 22518752 the name of my minor daughter knwon in the name as Subhas District, Pin: 516115, Andhra
. Qibla 29459381 to ADORA SUZANN JENIN for Yadav and | also undertake to Pradesh, India residing in Kuwait
Kaifan 24849807 A A-Qibl 52451082 all purposes. | also undertake to carry out this name change in at present, hereby declare that
Shamiya 24848913 youn lola effect the change in all her public  all my documents, vide affidavit henceforth my name will be read
: Mirgab 22456536 ’ -
Shuwaikh 24814507 q documents. (#6182 24/10/2024) dated 29.08.2024 before notary as under: ZAHEERUDDIN (given
Abdullah Salem 22549134 Sha“ﬁ 22465401 Wilson H. Rodrigues, Udupi. name) and SHAIK (surname).
wuzha 20506804  Salmiya 25746401 kl’ Subhas, holder of Passport No. (#6183 24/10/2024) (#6181 22/10/2024)
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Vinicius hat-trick saves Real Madrid
in Champions League, Villa go top

PSG pay for missed chances again in PSV Champions League draw
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' MADRID: Real Madrid’s French forward #09 Kylian Mbappe eyes the ball during the UEFA Champions League, league phase day 3 football match between Real Madrid CF and Borussia Dortmund at the Santiago Bern-

abeu stadium in Madrid. — AFP

PARIS: Real Madrid came from behind lo beal
Borussia Dortmund 5-2 in the Champions League
on Tuesday with Vinicius Junior scoring a hat-trick,
as Aston Villa maintained their 100 percent record
to go top of the table.

Vinicius struck three times in the second half as
Madrid bounced back from two goals down Lo inflict
further anguish on Dortmund — in the repeat of last
season’s final which Real won 2-0. First-half goals in
quick succession by Donyell Malen and Jamie Gittens
had given Dortmund a two-goal lead at half-time.

“Things were very quiet when we got to the dress-
ing room 2-0 down at half-time,” Vinicius, 24, told
Movistar. “But we listened to the boss (coach Car-
lo Ancelotti) and agreed one simple thing: if we can
score first then we'll fight back and win once again.”

The 15-times champions duly struck back early
in the second period via Antonio Rudiger and Vini-
cius, before Lucas Vazquez sent Real ahead and the
Brazilian netled two more inside the final 10 min-
utes. After the surprise defeat at Lille last time out,
Madrid’s hunt for a record-extending 16th Champi-
ons League crown is back on track as they move to

LeBron, Bronny James
make NBA history with
father-son appearance

LOS ANGELES: LeBron and Bronny James made
NBA history on Tuesday, becoming the first lather
and son to play alongside each other in a regular
season fixture as the Los Angeles Lakers defeated
the Minnesota Timberwolves 110-103.

The duo, who played together briefly in a pre-sea-
son game earlier this month, took to the court late
in the second quarter at the Crypto.com Arena with
the Lakers leading 51-35. An enormous roar went up
from the home crowd as the James duo approached
the scorers lable to check into the game after the
Lakers had surged into a double-digit lead.

As James and his son prepared to enter the court,
James Sr. could be heard telling Bronny: “You ready?
You sece the intensity, right? Just play carefree
though.” In a perfectly scripted moment that was
pure Hollywood, the James’ double-act was watched
at courtside by Ken Griffey Sr. and Ken Griffey Jr,
who made baseball history playing for the Seattle
Mariners as father and son in 1990-1991.

“That moment — us checking in together — is
something I'll never forget, no matter how old I get,
how my memory may fade as [ get older or whatever.
I will never forgel thal moment,” said LeBron, who
had started Tuesday by celebrating the 10th birthday
of his daughter Zhuri Nova.

“Everything was just great today, everything —
from the moment I woke up,” he added. “Obviously

ninth in the standings, on six points.

Malen swept the Germans into the lead on
the half-hour following a deft pass from Serhou
Guirassy that split open the defence. Madrid de-
fender Eder Militao was then left bealing the turf in
frustration four minutes later when Gittens flew in
al the back post to double Dortmund’s lead.

Rudiger halved the deficit with a powerful
header from a Kylian Mbappe cross on 60 min-
utes. Vinicius equalised two minutes later by tuck-
ing away a stray ball, the goal being awarded by
VAR after Mbappe was shown to have been on-
side in the build-up.

A rare Dortmund foray forward resulted in a fine
Thibaut Courtois save, with the holders then racing
straight down the other end and Vazquez lashing
home on 83 minutes. Vinicius then completed his
hat-trick in the 86th and 93rd minutes, his second
coming after a lung-busting sprint down the line
from inside his own half.

Arsenal emerged 1-0 winners al home Lo
Ukraine’s Shakhtar Donetsk thanks to an own-
goal from the visitors’ goalkeeper. Dmytro Riznyk

this is the first lime in this beautiful history of the
NBA that a father and son have been on the same
floor, let alone on the same team. It was pretty cool.”

Bronny’s debut for the Lakers was subdued. The
20-year-old spent 2min 41sec on court, taking two
unsuccessful shots from the field before being re-
placed. He expressed gratitude for the supportive
“energy” shown by Lakers fans.

“I try not to focus on everything that’s going on
around me. | was trying to focus on lrying nol Lo
mess up. But I totally did feel the energy,” Bronny
said. Lakers officials had been coy before Tuesday’s
season-opener about where and when LeBron and
Bronny would play their first regular season fixture
together. However NBA superstar LeBron, who turns
40 in December, admitted in pre-game remarks that
he could scarcely contain his excitement at the pros-
pect of realising his long-cherished dream of sharing
a court with his son.

“Just to run out the tunnel knowing that he’ll be in
uniform, run out the tunnel with him, see him warm
up, and be out there with the rest of my teammates,”
he told reporters during a morning shoot-around on
Tuesday. Anticipation aboul the James double-act
has dominated the Lakers’ preparations for the new
season since Bronny was selected by the franchise
with the 55th pick in the draft in June.

‘It’s been a treat’

Bronny is expected to spend most of his rookie
season in the developmental G-League rather than
the Lakers senior squad. LeBron however said Tues-
day that he had relished being able to accompany
his son on his first steps into professional basketball.

“IUs been a treat and just in preseason, the prac-
tices, just every day,” the older James said. “The

could only grasp at thin air after Gabriel Marti-
nelli had cut in from the left and smacked the ball
against the near post before it rebounded back
off the goalie and over the line. Leandro Trossard
missed a penalty near the end, but Arsenal had al-
ready done enough Lo secure their second win of
the tournament.

Table-topping Villa

Fellow Premier League side Aston Villa are en-
joying an excellent return to European football’s
top table after 41 years as they won their third
maltch in three Champions League outings this term
with a 2-0 victory against Bologna.

“We are playing seriously, we are playing fo-
cussed, responsible and the team is progressing
and mature in everything,” manager Unai Emery
told TNT Sports. John McGinn opened the scoring
al Villa Park 10 minutes after the interval and Jhon
Duran wrapped up the points in the 64th minute,
sending Emery’s side to the top of the league phase
Lable on nine points with zero goals conceded.

Stuttgart sank Juventus 1-0 in Turin, thanks to a

plane rides, the bus rides of being with him and
showing him the ropes, along with his teammates and
coaches. Just what this professional life is all about
and how to prepare every day... super-duper cool.”
Bronny’s ascent lo the ranks of the NBA has
been made all the more remarkable given that just
over a year ago he suffered a cardiac arrest during
a workout with his University of Southern Cali-

stoppage-time winner by El Bilal Toure. The Ital-
ians were reduced to 10 men when Danilo picked
up a second yellow while conceding a penalty in
the 84th minute.

Mattia Perin looked to have saved his side when
he stopped the resulting spot-kick from Enzo
Millot, but Toure slammed home in the 92nd min-
ute for Stuttgart. PSV Eindhoven surprised Par-
is Saint-Germain with a Noa Lang goal against
the run of play in the first period, before Ach-
raf Hakimi hit back on 55 minutes to ensure the
points were shared.

AC Milan beat 10-men Club Brugge at the San
Siro with Christian Pulisic and a Tijjani Reijnders
brace giving the Italians a 3-1 viclory. Monaco won
5-1 at home to Red Star Belgrade, while Sporting
Lisbon beat Sturm Graz 2-0 in Austria.

Last season’s Spanish league surprise-packages
Girona picked up their first points in the competi-
tion with a 2-0 win at home to Slovan Bratislava. On
Wednesday, five-time winners Barcelona host six-
time champions Bayern Munich and Liverpool visit
RB Leipzig. — AFP

N,

LOS ANGELES: Los Angeles Lakers’ US small forward #23 LeBron James (C) blocks Minnesota Timber-
wolves’ Canadian shooting guard #09 Nickeil Alexander-Walker (R) as Los Angeles Lakers’ Nigerian-US
point guard #07 Gabe Vincent runs past them during the NBA game season opener between the Los Angeles
Lakers and the Minnesota Timberwolves at Crypto Arena in Los Angeles. — AFP

fornia college team-mates. James Sr. said his son’s
swift recovery from that life-threatening episode
had convinced him that he would one day play in
the NBA. “To see him play in a college Division I
game Lhe same year he had hearl surgery... I knew
that at that moment that there really was going Lo
be nothing to stop him from anything that he wants
to do,” LeBron said. — AFP
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