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No peace without independent
state of Palestine: Crown Prince

Amir’s representative meets US and Iran presidents, hails NATO ties

(Center) HH Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled meets Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian. HH the Crown Prince speaks during the 79th Session of the UN General Assembly at the UN headquarters on Sept 26, 2024. — KUNA photos

NEW YORK: There will be no peace in the region

without the establishment of an independent state of

Palestine with East Jerusalem as its capital, Represen-
tative of HH the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Al-IKhaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sababh, said in his address during the 79th
Session of the UN General Assembly on Thursday.

HH the Crown Prince condemned in his speech
the “continuous (Zionist) aggression” against Pal-
estinian civilians in Gaza and the West Bank, in ad-
dition to the occupation’s attacks on Lebanon and
its attempts to drag the region into war. “We can-
not objectively seek a bright future for our people
without holding accountable those who violate the

Sahel app launches in English

KUWAIT: The English version of the Sahel app
launched on Thursday. The new English interface
for the app has become a pressing need for Ku-
wail’s large non-Arabic speaking community, as
more government services are becoming avail-
able on the app.

I
Algeria slaps visas on Moroccans

ALGIERS: Algeria said Thursday it was im-
posing visa requirements on Moroccans, ac-
cusing its North African rival of criminal activi-
ty in its territory, including “Zionist espionage”
and “drug and human trafficking”. A statement
charged that Morocco had “engaged in various
actions that threaten Algeria’s stability”. — AFP
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UN Charter, principles of international law and the
international humanitarian law,” he said.

Under the patronage and attendance of HH the
Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled, a ceremo-
ny to commemorate the 20th anniversary of signing
the Istanbul Cooperation Initiative (ICI) was held in
New York late Wednesday. In a speech during the
event, held on the sidelines of the UN General As-
sembly’s 79th session, HH Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
affirmed Kuwail's continuous efforts to strengthen its
strategic partnership with NATO, especially since it
was the first country Lo join the initialive in 2004.

He added that Kuwait is the headquarters of
the first-of-its-kind NATO-ICI Regional Center,

launched in 2017, which hosts many events and train-
ing courses. Kuwail is exerting great efforts to en-
hance political and security dialogue with ICI coun-
tries, with the aim of achieving stability in the region,
he said. NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg
underlined Kuwail’s significant role in developing
partnership between the alliance and ICI countries.
HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah earlier met US
President Joe Biden at a reception honoring heads
of delegations taking part in the UNGA, held at the
American Museum of Natural History. HH Sheikh Sa-
bah conveyed greelings from HH the Amir to Biden,
reileraling during the occasion the hisloric stance of
the US towards Kuwait and its people. The meeting

Talks discuss
fast-tracking
Mubarak Port

BEIJING: Kuwaiti Minister of Pub-
lic Works Dr Noura Al-Mashaan and
her high-level delegation held lalks in
Beijing Thursday with China’s Minister
of Transport Li Xiaopeng, focusing on
boosting bilateral cooperation, espe-
cially in accelerating the completion
of the Mubarak Al-Kabeer Port proj-
ecl. According Lo a stalement from the
ministry of public works, the meeling
— also allended by Direclor of Inter-
national Cooperation at China’s Minis-
try of Transport Cen Yanqing — high-

Zionists reject
Lebanon truce,

get $9bn US aid

BEIRUT: The Zionist entity flatly re-
jected on Thursday a push led by key
backer the United States for a 21-day
ceasefire in Lebanon, vowing to keep
fighting Hezbollah militants “until vic-
tory”. Zionist bombing of Iran-backed
Hezbollah strongholds around Leba-
non has killed hundreds of people this
week, while the militant group has re-
taliated with rockel barrages.

Zionist Prime Minister Benjamin
Nelanyahu's office issued a stalement
carlier saying he had “nol even re-

lighted the longstlanding strategic lies
between Kuwait and China.

Mashaan conveyed Kuwait’s lead-
ership’s determination to expedite
major development agreements with
China, which are expected to great-
ly contribule lo the nation’s growth.
Central lo these agreements is the
Mubarak Al-Kabeer Port, with seven
cooperative deals in place, all aimed
at accelerating completion, she ex-
plained. Mashaan underlined China’s
renowned experlise in conslructlion,
port management and operations,
stressing the importance of complet-
ing the project in a timely manner.

Expressing her satisfaction with
the talks, Mashaan noted the positive
momenlum in strengthening economic
relations between the two nations. As
part of the visit, the Kuwaiti

Continued on Page 6

sponded” to the truce proposal, and
that he had ordered the military “to
continue the fighting with full force”.
The United States, France and oth-
er allies called for a 21-day halt, after
President Joe Biden and his French
counterpart, Emmanuel Macron, met
on the sidelines of the UN General As-
sembly in New York.

The situation in Lebanon has be-
come “intolerable” and “is in nobody’s
interest, neither of the people of (the
Zionist entity) nor of the people of
Lebanon,” their joinlt stalement said.
Despite the diplomatic efforts, vio-
lence raged on the ground. The Zionist
defense ministry announced that it had
secured a new $8.7-billion aid pack-
age from the United States to support
the countlry’s ongoing mililary

Continued on Page 6

belween the two reflected the strong and historic
nalure of relations linking Kuwail and the United
States. HH the Amir’s Representative wished Presi-
dent Biden and the American people more progress
and development during the meeting.

HH Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled also received Irani-
an President Masoud Pezeshkian at his residence in
New York. HH the Crown Prince conveyed greetings
of HH the Amir Lo Pezeshkian. The two discussed
during the meeling relations belween Kuwail and
Iran, and means of backing and enhancing them to
serve the two countries and their nations’ interests,
in addition to the latest developments in regional and
international arenas. — KUNA
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i SAKSAKIYEH, Lebanon: A man sifts through the rubble of a building in a area
targeted overnight by Zionist airstrikes in this town on Sept 26, 2024. — AFP
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NBK warns against impersonation scams

Bank advises customers to follow the tips shared across its digital channels

KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) con-
tinues promoting the “Let’s Be Aware” campaign
introduced by the Central Bank of Kuwait, in co-
operation with local banks and Kuwail Banking
Association (IKBA), which aims to enhance financial
literacy and awareness among customers [rom all
seclors. NBIC inlensifies awareness by sharing ed-
ucational material including video clips, text mes-
sages, and lips across its social media platforms
and other digital channels, as well as reposting
CBK’s communications. This aims to raise aware-
ness among all people and familiarize them with
different fraud schemes and the required precau-
lions Lo steer clear of banking scams.

NBK calls to verify individual and corporate iden-
lities before sharing sensitive information or making
transactions involving personal or banking informa-

Expatriates, petrol
prices and scrapping
naturalization rights

Nejoud Al-Yagout

local@kuwaittimes.com

talk that Kuwait is going to pass a decree

to raise petrol prices for expatriates. The
lawmakers have stipulated that Kuwaitis will
nol be affected by this. Of course, ensuring
that Kuwaitis are privileged, while foreigners
are demeaned, means thal we continue o go
down a self-destructive path of doom. And
this decree is not only a testament to that, but
perhaps the most bizarre of them all (maybe
apart from the one where foreigners can't
own pickup trucks).

One wonders: In whal country on our entire
planet is the price of petrol cheaper for locals?
‘When the parliament was dissolved earlier this
year, one hoped that this would mean that our
country would find ways to become more in-
clusive and egalitarian. After all, it was parlia-
menlarians who hurled racist and xenophobic
rhetoric and mocked expatriates. Who imag-
ined that these voices would be found even
outside the walls of our parliament?

Of course, in all countries of the world, lo-
cals have more benefits than foreigners when
it comes Lo healthcare, pension packages and
even job prospects. But charging a foreigner
more for services is unheard of. How are they
going to go about this if it is put into practice?
Will they have segregated pumps for foreign-
ers or civil ID checks at payment points? Will
locals protest these hikes in prices or turn a
blind eye yet again because it is not affecting
them and they feel entitled?

If petrol prices weren't enough, there is now
a draft law looking into scrapping a foreign
woman’s right to citizenship if she marries a
Kuwaili. First, they sought to extend the peri-
od in which a foreign woman could obtain cit-
izenship; now they are insisting that marrying
a Kuwaiti man does not necessarily entail the
right to citizenship.

There was also a woman on a popular In-
stagram account who said that she wished
that foreign women divorced or widowed from
Kuwaiti men would be stripped of their Ku-
waili nationality. The fact that a local woman
is allowed to express racism on a public forum,
on a news channel on social media to boot, re-
flects the collective mentality of our society, a
society that seems to applaud any decree in
which expats are insulted.

Kuwait prides itself on Islamic culture, but
widows are supposed to be protected in Is-
lam, so this remark by a local woman is not
only going against universal humanitarian
values but religious values as well. And our
treatment of foreigners also goes against re-
ligious values when travelers are supposed
to be welcomed and treated with respect.
This means, if Kuwail wants Lo praclice what
it preaches, then every f[oreigner should be
treated with dignity. Instead, we do our best
to find ways to make the lives of foreigners
miserable and ostracize the “other”.

Yes, we currently live under a privileged wel-
fare slale, but desliny can change. Will people
then feel sorry for us or recall our arrogance and
say we deserve it? Why can’t we be grateful
for all the beautiful human beings from across
the world who have helped us build our country
and who continue to help us? They came here
for a belter life, but we are making their lives
miserable by making them feel inferior Lo us.
Thinking that we are superior because of the
color of our passports or because we have oil is
a delusion that is leading us astray.

Our attachment to privilege and material-
ism is slowly destroying us. May we awaken
so thal we stop hurling ourselves and others
further. And may we focus on infrastructure
and education and tourism and the inclusion
of minorities instead of spending (nay, wast-
ing) all our time on insulting foreigners while
pumping our egos. Enough!

For a couple of months, there has been

tion. This is particularly crucial in view of the rapidly
evolving fraud schemes using Al and advanced tech-
nology. One of the most common schemes used by
scammers is to impersonate bank employees by call-
ing from apparently local numbers to trick victims
into thinking the call is from the bank to obtain bank-
ing information. In this context, the bank affirms that
it will never ask customers for personal information
through phone calls, warning them of responding to
these calls which are scams to obtain their banking
information to steal their money or information.

The bank also advises customers to follow the
tips shared on all its digital channels, including be-
ing careful when dealing with links, and saving any
sensitive information like debit/credit card number
on the phone, writing down the PIN on the card or
sharing it with any other person, which also applies
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Chinese Ambassador Zhang Jianwei (left) and
Minister of Finance in Kuwait Noura Al-Fassam
(right) celebrate by cutting the cake at the event.

Minister: China is
Kuwait’s largest
trading partner

By Passant Hisham

KUWAIT: Kuwait's Minister of Finance and Min-
ister of State for Economic Affairs and Investment,
Noura Al-Fassam, described China as “Kuwail's
largest trading partner,” highlighting strong bi-
lateral relationship between the two countries
which has flourished over the past 53 years. In her
speech at the celebration hosted by the Embas-
sy of the People’s Republic of China in Kuwait on
Wednesday, marking the 75th anniversary of the
founding of the republic, Minister Al-Fassam em-
phasized that the strategic partnership and close
cooperation between the two countries have been
further strengthened by the Belt and Road Initia-
live and other joinl agreements.

She expressed her anticipation of working close-
ly with the Chinese side in the near future to com-
plete numerous projects, particularly the launch of
the “Mubarak Al-Kabeer Porl” and “Shagaya Re-
newable Energy” projects, which will contribute
to achieving the state’s development vision. The
Chinese Ambassador to Kuwait, Zhang Jianwei,
discussed the outcomes of the recent visit by a del-
egalion from the Communist Party of China (CPC)
to Kuwait, which was led by the Deputy Minister
of the International Liaison Department of the CPC
Central Committee, Li Mingxiang.

Kuwait supports global
vision of zero tolerance
for corruption

BEIJING: Kuwait has L ot
expressed its support for M i
the global vision of zero = =
lolerance for corruplion, | '
stressing the importance |
of cross-border cooper-
ation to combat it. This
came during a speech
delivered Tuesday by
Vice President of Kuwait
Anti-Corruption Author-
ity (Nazaha) Counselor
Nawaf Al-Muhammal
during his participation in
the Fifth Plenary Meeting
of the Global Operation-
al Network of Anti-Corruption Law Enforcement
(GlobE Network), extending from September 24
to 27 in Beijing.

In a statement acquired by KUNA, Al-Muhammal
affirmed Kuwail’s commiltment Lo boosling inlerna-
tional cooperation in the field of fighting corrup-
tion, noting that Kuwait believes in the importance
ol increasing international efforts and joint work
between countries. Al-Muhammal pledged that the
authorily would work hard to [ulfill its international
obligations, including the commitment to implement
the UN Convention against Corruption and close
cooperation with regional and international organi-
zations, especially the GlobE Network.

He expressed Kuwail's interest in joining the
membership of the Steering Committee, whose
elections will be held at this meeling Lo selecl new
members, starting from the president and his dep-

Vice President of
Nazaha Counselor
Nawaf Al-Muhammal

Kuwait banking sector
earns KD 1.5 billion

KUWAIT: The annual Financial Report released by
the Central Bank of Kuwait on Thursday disclosed that
the banks sharcholders dividends grew by 25 percent
on annual basis reaching KD 1.5 billion ($5.9 billion) in
the end of the year 2023. The continuous profit earn-
ing in the sector was affected with high interests im-
provement of the assels quality, while the allocalions

Lo OTP. It also advises customers Lo log oul of online
or mobile banking once transactions are completed.
NBK employs ils strong customer communication
capabilities as well as all its digital channels, which
are the most popular among all Kuwaiti banks, to
support the Central Bank’s endeavors to protect
customers and the national economy.

It is worth mentioning that NBK is a key sup-
porter and partner in all CBK’s campaigns and
initiatives aiming to increase financial and bank-
ing awareness among different segments ol so-
ciely. As a leading financial inslitution in Kuwait,
NBK frequently organizes various activities to
raise awareness on all topics related to the bank-
ing seclor, as well as various lraining courses for
its employees to enhance their experience in the
areas ol combaling fraud and financial crime. The

He added, “As you know, the Communist Party of
China is the ruling parly, and this was its first vis-
it. The Chinese delegation briefed Kuwaili officials
on the latest developments in China, particularly in
economic growth, and suggested enhancing cooper-
ation between the two countries in the future.” When
asked if an executive plan had been established to
implement major projects, the ambassador explained
that both sides are “eager to strengthen cooperation
and execute the agreements made between their
countries’ leaders.” He added, “from Kuwait’s side,
a ministerial committee, chaired by the Minister of
Foreign Affairs and including officials from relevant
ministries, has been formed.”

Meanwhile, the Chinese side has sent several dele-
gations to consult with their Kuwaiti counterparts and
conducled a field visit to Mubarak Al-Kabeer Port.
The discussions, he said, covered renewable energy
projects with both teams having reached significant
progress toward achieving these initiatives. The am-
bassador emphasized that the Chinese side is “highly

. l .

uly Lo the inlernational observers, in view of ils
prominent role in the work of this network since its
founding. Nazaha has been an active and elfeclive
member since joining the GlobE Network in 2021,
as it participated in the discussions to launch the
network’s charter, membership in thematic teams,
and attend sessions.

He commended GlobE Network’s role as an
invaluable platform for fostering cooperation be-
tween anti-corruption authorities worldwide, ex-
tending gratitude to the network’s role in investing
in some Kuwaili younger lalents through chairing
workshops and moderation of thematic working
group sessions, as well as through the network’s
first mentorship program, “Empowering Women
in Justice/for Justice: A Mentorship Program for
Women Professionals in Anti-Corruption Law En-
forcement and the Judiciary.”

Today’s meeting witnessed a wide attendance
of representatives of member states and region-
al and international organizations to discuss the
latest developments in the network, review ongo-
ing projects, and update work mechanisms, with a
focus on the progress made in achieving the net-
work’s strategic goals. — KUNA

declined by 15 percent, as compared to the year 2022.
The banking sector assets grew by 3.1 percent in the
end of 2023, reaching KD 110.4 billion ($364 billion).
The sector profitability was affected with hike of
the noticeable net interest margin amounting to 2.7
percent, while interest free profits rose accounting 32
percent of the whole sector, buoyed by the increase
in investments carnings, by 126 percent. The earnings;
improvement over the past year reflected on the prof-
itability indexes and financial efficiency. The average
asset proceeds rose by 1.5 percent and that of the eq-
uity by 11.1 percent, also in contrast to 2022. The fi-
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“Let’s Be Aware” campaign is the largest across
the GCC region focusing on raising banking and
financial awareness among banks’ customers. The
campaign covers a variety of crucial topics includ-
ing: anti-fraud tips, raising awareness on high-risk
investments, maximizing benefit from banking ser-
vices, promoting savings and investment culture,
as well as other related topics.

commilted lo driving these projects forward.”

He further noted that a Kuwaili delegation, led
by the Minister of Public Works, is currently par-
ticipating in the Global Sustainable Transport Fo-
rum. The delegalion also conductled a field visit to
Tianjin Port and will visit Shanghai Porl tomorrow,
where they met with China’s Minister of Trans-
port. He concluded by saying, “Notable progress
has been made in accelerating the development of
Mubarak Al-Kabeer Port.”

Pointing to other growing aspects of the rela-
tionship between the two countries, Zhang dis-
cussed the thriving people-to-people exchanges,
which are characlerized by increasing collaboration
among youth, students, and media institutions from
both nations. He highlighted the success of sever-
al Chinese cultural performance groups in Kuwait
and the growing interest in the Chinese language,
as well as expressing his delight at the increasing
number of Kuwailis visiting China for tourism, busi-
ness, education, and shopping.

Kuwait’s Central
Bank issues
stability report

KUWAIT: In line with its efforts to enhance transparency,
disclosure, and provide reliable information and statistics
related to the Kuwaili financial and banking sector, the
Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK) has issued its Financial Sta-
bility Report for the year 2023. Governor of the Central
Bank of Kuwait Basel Al-Haroon said in a statement that
the report the bank has been issuing for twelve years cov-
ers the most important developments related to the finan-
cial and banking system in Kuwait during the year 2023.

The year was underscored by the continued tight-
ening in monetary policy adopted by numerous central
banks globally in order to combat the unprecedented rise
in inflation rates, he said, adding that this coincided with
failures in the banking sector that led to the collapse of
multiple banks in the US and Europe, while geopolitical
tensions continued to rise both regionally and globally.
The report includes analysis of local and global economic
developments, a glimpse of the local financial system, and
developments in the Kuwaiti banking sector in terms of
market, credit, liquidity, and operational risks, he added.

It also includes a review of banking profitability and
solvency, in addition to the developments in the payment
and seltlement system infrastructure, the CBK’s governor
noted. Included in the report are several boxes touching
on emerging issues, such as CBICs efforts to curb banking
sector liquidity risk and counter digital financial fraud.

Also included is a summary of CBK’s macro-pruden-
tial framework and utilization of these tools to bolster
financial and monetary stability, in addition to CBK’s up-
dated instructions to regulate the electronic payment of
funds, updated and promulgated in May of 2023, he said.
The governor concluded his statement by noling that
concerned parties and those interested may access the
full Financial Stability Report through the Central Bank
of Kuwail’s website. — KUNA

nancial sector maintained its bullish financial solvency,
where capital adequacy climbed by 19.9 percent, due
to the banks’ profits and rose of capital of some.

The loans portfolio grew by 2.6 percent reaching
KD 69.2 billion ($228.3 billion), buoyed by growth of
the funding granted to mega companies. Meanwhile,
the local currency maintained the lion’s share in the
portfolio 64.2 percent. Non-performing loans main-
tained the level at 1.4 percent in 2023, maintaining
the level of the two previous tears, while coverage of
these loans continued to rise, hitting 312 percent in
the end of the year. — KUNA
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Assembly in New York. — KUNA

NEW YORK: Representative of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah,
receives Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan on the
sidelines of the 79th session of the Uniled Nations General

Representative of His Highness the Amir, His Highness the Crown Prince,
received on Wednesday Kosovo Prime Minister Albin Kurti. The meeling
was held on the sidelines of the 79th session of the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly, currently being held in New York.

Amir’s Representative, world leaders hold talks

Representative of His Highness the Amir, His Highness the Crown Prince,
holds talks with Abdel Fattah Al-Burhan, Chairman of the Transitional
Council of Sudan, on the sidelines of the 79th session of the United
Nations General Assembly.

Crown Prince attends ICI ceremony

Kuwait-ICI: 20 years of cooperation for security, stability

NEW YORK: Under the patronage and attendance
of HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, a ceremony lo commemorale
the 20th anniversary of signing the Istanbul Coop-
eration Initiative (ICI) was held in New York late
Wednesday. In a speech during the event, held on
the sidelines of the UN General Assembly’s 79th ses-
sion, HH Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled affirmed Kuwait's
continuous efforts to strengthen its strategic part-
nership with the NATO, especially since it was the
first country Lo join the initiative in 2004.

He added that Kuwait is the headquarters of
the first-of-its-kind NATO-ICI Regional Center,
launched in 2017, which hosts many events and train-
ing courses. Kuwail is exerling greal efforls Lo en-
hance political and security dialogue with ICI coun-
tries, with the aim of achieving stability in the region,
he said. NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg
underlined Kuwail’s significant role in developing
partnership between the alliance and ICI countries.

Over the past two decades, since Kuwait joined
the Istanbul Cooperation Initiative (ICI) launched by
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), the
Gulf state and the organization have been keen Lo
strengthen cooperalion in many fields with the aim of
solidifying the foundations of securily and slability
in the region. Since Kuwait joined the ICI in Decem-
ber 2004 as the first Gulf country, many steps have
been taken Lo strengthen ties, the most important of
which was the opening of the headquarters of the
NATO Regional Center and the Istanbul Coopera-
tion Initiative in Kuwait on January 23, 2017.

This made the center the first country outside the
Euro-Alantic region lo host a regional cenler for
NATO. This center is the first of its kind in the Arabi-
an Gulf region and a training headquarters through
which representatives of NATO members carry out
specialized training and advisory tasks in all tech-
nical fields for government agencies in Kuwait and
the GCC countries who are members of the Istanbul
Cooperation Initiative.

Since joining the initiative, Kuwail has contrib-
uted to various activities organized by NATO until
it became a key partner in the initiative, hosting the
(NATO and the Gulf States Conlfronting Common
Challenges through the Istanbul Cooperation Initia-
tive) conference in December 2006 and joining the
Partners Program for Individual Cooperation, which
was held and adopted in 2014.

In November 2018, Kuwail and NATO member

The 20th Anniversary of NATO - Istanbul Cooperation Initiative

states took another important step Lo strengthen bi-
lateral relations, as Kuwait opened its first diplomatic
mission with NATO in the Belgian capital, Brussels. It
also hosted, in mid-December 2019, events celebrat-
ing the 15th anniversary of the launch of the Istanbul
Cooperation Initiative.

The past twenty years have witnessed many visits
between senior Kuwaiti officials and NATO to en-
hance joint cooperation in several areas, the most
important of which are energy, marilime security,
cyber defense, disaster management, and combaling
terrorism, in addition to coordinaling common posi-

-
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tions on regional and global issues.

The Istanbul Cooperation Initiative was launched
during the Summil of Heads of State and Govern-
ments held in the Turkish capital, Ankara, in June
2004, with the aim ol conlribuling to enhancing
security and stability, especially in the Middle East,
through a presentation of practical cooperation be-
tween the countries of the region and NATO coun-
lries in various securily fields. The initiative is based
on several principles that are based on the concept
of partnership and the mutual interests of NATO and
the countries of the region and take into account
their diversity and special needs.

In addition, it constitutes a separate path in the
field of internationally recognized cooperation ini-
tiatives, with consideration of the completion of the
process of other international initiatives, especially
the G8 and the European Union and the Organiza-
tion for Security and Cooperation in Europe.

The Istanbul Cooperation Initiative relies on the
principle of comprehensiveness, so il remains open
Lo all interested countries in the Middle East region
that are commilled Lo the goals and content of the

Assistant Foreign Minister for Human Rights Affairs Ambassador Sheikha Jawaher Ibrahim Al-Duaij Al-Sabah during a consultation
session with a number of ambassadors of European Union countries to the country. — KUNA photos

initiative, especially combating terrorism and pre-
venting the spread of weapons of mass destruction.
The initiative has a list of activities covering six dif-
ferent areas, and the joining countries can choose
from among them whal suits them. The first of these
areas relates to defense reform and preparing its
budget, while the second one deals with military co-
operation and training, and the third deals with co-
operation in the field of combating terrorism.

Meanwhile, the fourth area deals with coopera-
tion against the spread of weapons of mass destruc-
tion and their carriers, while the fifth deals with co-
operation in ensuring border security, and the sixth
within the framework of developing civil emergency
plans, including participation in training and rehabil-
itation courses and exercises on rescue operations
in disaster situations. The Istanbul Cooperation Ini-
tiative was preceded by a series of high-level con-
sultations conducted by NATO Secretary-General
Ambassador Minuto Rizzo during May, September,
and December of 2004 with the countries of the
GCC, where those countries first showed interest in
this initiative. — KUNA

KRCS assists
displaced Lebanese

BEIRUT: Kuwail Red Crescent Sociely (KRCS) has
pursued its urgent humanitarian campaign to relieve
families who have been displaced due Lo the ongo-
ing Zionist attacks on various regions of the country.
The KRCS campaign, carried out in coordination
with the Lebanese Red Cross, has continued for the
third day in a row on Thursday, delivering relief sup-
plies to the relocated people who have taken shelter
in schools and other facilities, said Yousel Boutros,
the Red Cross relief coordinator in a statement to
KKUNA. The campaign largeled locations of high
density presence of the displaced in Beirut, Mount
Lebanon, Zahle in eastern Lebanon and Akkar in the
north, Boutros said. The relocated were handed food,
hygiene materials, blankets and mattresses, totally
sufficient for up to 10,000 families.

Meanwhile, Assistant Foreign Minister for Hu-
man Rights Affairs Ambassador Sheikha Jawaher
Ibrahim Al-Duaij Al-Sabah on Thursday affirmed
Kuwait's support for the Palestinian cause in the
shadow of the brutal and inhuman annihilation of

Assistant Foreign Minister for Human Rights Af-
fairs Ambassador Sheikha Jawaher Ibrahim Al-Du-
aij Al-Sabah

the Gaza Strip. This brutal offensive is a flagrant
and grave breach of the international law for hu-
man rights and the international humane law, said
Sheikha Jawaher in a statement to KUNA. She was
speaking after holding consultations with the Eu-
ropean Union states’ ambassadors — organized by
the Ministry of Foreign Alffairs.

The situation in Gaza warrants a serious stand by

the EU states and the international community, amid
forecast expansion of the conflict and the violence,
she said, alluding in this regard to the events in Leb-
anon. Sheikha Jawaher said the session with the en-
voys was an opportunity to discuss various issues
related to human rights, coordination al this level,
and prior topics addressed during the 57th session
of the UN Human Rights Council (meeling in Geneva
from September 9 until October 11).

She lauded the European support for the state-
ment addressed by the State of Kuwait on the World
Humanitarian Day (in August). Moreover, she indi-
cated Kuwait’s pledge during a forum held on the
margins of the UNHRC session to help in facilitating
access o clean waler, setling up sewage systems for
impoverished communities, and promoting human
rights worldwide.

Escalation in Lebanon

Meanwhile, foreign ministers of the Gulf Coopera-
Llion Council member states and US Secrelary of Stale
Anlony Blinken have discussed the ongoing war on
the Gaza Strip and the military escalation in Lebanon.
GCC Secretary-General Jasem Al-Budaiwi said, in a
press statement on Wednesday, the ministerial meet-
ing was held in New York on the sidelines of the 79th
session of the United Nations General Assembly.

“The meeling comes al a delicale lime Lo discuss
the threats facing the region and the world and the
importance of dialogue and coordination between
the two sides to support regional and internation-
al stability and security,” Al-Budaiwi clarified. He
pointed out that the conferees underlined the ne-
cessity of cooperation and joint action to confront
the challenges facing the region and the world. The
meeling reviewed several issues affecting the stabil-
ity of the region, such as the war in Gaza and the
security challenges in the Red Sea. The ministers re-
newed their call for all parties to exercise restraint
and resort to dialogue to resolve disputes, he stated.

Al-Budaiwi affirmed the GCC’s support for Leb-
anon’s sovereignty and stability, expressing his
concern over the recent violations that threaten
to escalate the situation in the region. The meeting
also mulled boosting cooperation between the GCC
and the United States, particularly in air defense,
cybersecurily, and economy, he unveiled. He added
that there are plans for joint meetings and work-
shops in the future to enhance this partnership. The
GCC chief reiterated the GCC countries’ commit-
ment Lo strengthening their relations with the Unit-
ed States, stressing that the GCC-US partnership
is based on strong historical relations and common
interests. — KUNA
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Farewell gathering in

honor of Cuba envoy
and his spouse

KUWAIT: The International Friends Group hosted
a heartlelt farewell gathering at Christian’s House in
honor of the Ambassador of Cuba and his spouse
Nivia. Esteemed guests and fellow diplomals came
together for an afternoon filled with companion-
ship and cultural exchange, enjoying a sumptuous
selection of traditional local and international cui-
sine that created a warm and inviting atmosphere.
As a gesture of appreciation and remembrance, the
group presented thoughtful gifts to Nivia, symbol-
izing goodwill and reinforcing the bonds of friend-
ship among all attendees. This gathering not only
celebrated culinary delights but also underscored
the importance of cultural understanding in today’s
interconnected world.
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WARMUN: Empowering
youth for global change

Yehia Abdelhady

By Ghadeer Ghloum

KUWAIT: With the support of Ku-
wait Times, World Ambassadors for
Resolutions Model United Nations
(WARMUN) held its inaugural event
al the Gulf Universily for Science and
Technology (GUST) to encourage
and inspire youth to take part in ad-
dressing global challenges. WARMUN
functioned as a platform for young
leaders to develop critical thinking
skills for shaping a better future.
During the event, Ghada Eltahir, the
UN Secretary-General's representative
and Resident Coordinator to Kuwait, ex-
pressed her pride in the commitment of
Kuwait's youth, stating, “It is my great-
est pleasure to stand before you today...
celebrating the actions of Kuwail's youth
making a posilive change in the world.”
She highlighted: “The UN is here to sup-
port you, the youth, in taking the lead to

Raef Rafik

creale a belter future.”

WARMUN’s agenda covered
multiple global issues as the Secu-
rity Council addressed “Stabilizing
the Sudanese Conflict” and the Gen-
eral Assembly discussed “The Ef-
fects of the Digital World on Youth,”
thus, tackling both international and
domestic challenges. Delegates also
touched upon diverse topics, in-
cluding “Combating Arms Traffick-
ing in the Black Market” in DISEC
and “Securing Space Sustainability”
in the UNOOSA committee, which
allowed them to propose action-
able solutions. In addition to the
inclusion of domestic issues such
as “Kuwail’s Visa Issues” in Maj-
lis Al-Ummah emphasized the vital
conneclion between global diplo-
macy and local concerns.

On his part, Secretary-General
Hamza Ahmed Hagagy highlighted

Ali Jaraq

the role of Model United Nations in
youth development. Hagagy said that
it empowers young people to critically
engage with global issues and fosters
skills in diplomacy and collaboration.
Fellow Secrelary-General Yazid Hany
Ramadan reinforced this message as
he emphasized on perseverance in
pursuing one’s dreams.

Retaj Khaled Elbasiouny, Deputy
Secretary General, expressed grat-
itude Lo her team: “Hamza and Yazid
are like my younger brothers,” she
said. She also thanked team members
like Ali Jaraq, Nourhan Sayed, Yahya
Arafa, and several chairs and exec-
ulives, including Yehia Abdelhady
and Raef Rafik for their great efforts:
“We transformed from three individ-
uals on a Google Meet to standing
on Lhis stage loday with a [ull team.
Never give up on your dreams, no
matter how long the journey lakes.”

Maryam Abu Al Jubain

Moreover, Maryam Abu Jubain, spoke
passionately about the situation in
Palestine, prompling meaningful dis-
cussions among delegales aboul hu-
man rights and justice.

The team thanked Kuwait Times,
MUNKuwait,  Sustainable  Living
KW, the Canadian Embassy in Ku-
wait, GUST, alongside, Fredz Chicks,
Guaco, Cookiessaray, Reach Burgers,
Flavour House, Linda’s Bakery, and
Bill's Lemonade, for their strong sup-
port to WARMUN, which improved
event’s experience. Eltahir ended the
event, advising: “Enjoy every moment
of this journey. It is an opportunily to
learn, forge lifelong friendships, and
contribute to shaping the world for
the better.” The core team—Hamza,
Yazid, Retaj, and others—was praised
for their tireless efforts, concluding the
evenl with a shared sense of oplimism
for the future.

Kuwait takes part
in Construct Iraq
exhibition

ERBIL: Kuwail’s Public Authority for Indus-
try is taking part in the Construction Interna-
tional Exhibition ‘Construct Iraq’ in Erbil, Iraq
alongside 400 other participants. Authority
Deputy Director General, Dr Sanad Al-Ajmi,
told KUNA that this is a greal opportunily to
promote Kuwaiti products, and encourage deal
signings. The Authority’s pavilion is home to a
number of local businesses, including Sadeem
Doors, Ahlia Chemicals and International In-
dustrial Projects. — KUNA

Conference to discuss
‘smoking lesions and
conflict of interest’

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: A press conference was held by the Kuwait So-
ciety for Smoking and Cancer Prevention (KSSCP), attended
by Chairman Dr Khalid Ahmad Al-Saleh and Board Member
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Dr Hussa Al-Shaheen, to discuss the upcoming International
Conference on Smoking Lesions and Conflict of Interest. The
event, scheduled for Oct 27-28 under the patronage of Health
Minister Dr Ahmad Al-Awadhi, will focus on tobacco econom-
ics and its impact on public health.

Dr Saleh highlighted that tobacco economics play a signif-
icant role in promoting smoking, particularly among vulnera-
ble groups like children, posing a threat to future generations.
He mentioned that the World Health Organization (WHO) has
conducted workshops emphasizing the need to address the
economic aspects of lobacco lo reduce demand and con-
sumption. Kuwait is among the first countries to adopt this
international strategy against smoking. In 2022, 5.8 million tons

MoH develops systems
to protect public from
radiation hazards

KUWAIT: Head of the Radiation Nature De-
partment at the Ministry of Health, Dr Mishari
Al-Nuaimi, has stressed the importance of fruitful
technical cooperation between the Ministry and
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA),
especially on ways lo conlain and safely dis-
pose of radioactive medical waste. This came in
a stalement by Dr Al-Nuaimi to Kuwail News
Agency (KUNA) on the occasion of a visil by
a delegatlion from the Kuwaiti Ministry of De-
fense headed by Director of the Department of
Defense against Weapons of Mass Destruction
Brigadier General Hamed Al-Shammari to the
cenlral warehouse for radioaclive waste affiliat-
ed with the Ministry of Health.

Al-Nuaimi explained that the visit aims to
learn about the experiences gained from the
technical cooperation project between the
Ministry and the IAEA and enhance joint co-
operation and exchange of expertise in this
regard. He pointed out that the Ministry of
Health has witnessed a significant expansion in
facilities over the past decade and an increase

UWAIT: A delegation from the Ministry of Defense h
Weapons of Mass Destruction Brigadier General Ha
dioactive waste.

LT,

of tobacco were produced globally, according to data from the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. Ad-
ditionally, WHO statistics show that 1.25 billion people smoke
worldwide, with over 7 million deaths caused by direct smok-
ing and 1.3 million by passive smoking.

Dr Shaheen noted that the conference will feature re-
nowned scientists from the Gulf, Arab and international com-
munities who specialize in tobacco economics. The program
will cover topics such as protecting public health from the to-
bacco industry and efforts by governments and non-profits to
combat smoking. There will also be sessions highlighting suc-
cessful anti-smoking initiatives in GCC countries, focusing on
awareness, psychological and medical support.

in the use of radioactive materials to diagnose
and treat diseases, especially cancer, which led
to an increase in the quantities of radioactive
wasle and the remains of unused and expired
radioactive medicines.

He stressed that this waste poses a danger to
humans and the environment unless it is contained,
stored, and disposed of in a safe manner, adding
that the Ministry, realizing the importance of this
wasle, took the initiative to develop systems and
legislation Lo manage il in line with the National
Waste Management Strategy in Kuwait and the
Environmental Proleclion Laws (24/2014) in ac-
cordance with the highest international standards
and best practices to protect workers and the
public from radiation hazards.

He pointed out the Ministry’s keenness to de-
velop the infrastructure dedicated to managing
radioaclive wasle, including allocaling a central
warehouse for medical radioactive waste designed
according to approved technical and technological
standards Lo ensure the safely of radioaclive ma-
terials. He pointed out that the (Defense) delega-
tion was briefed during the visit on the mechanism
of managing radioaclive wasle, slarling from sorl-
ing and transportation to storage, where the waste
is stored until 10 times its half-life has passed, al-
ter which it is disposed of by returning it to the
country of origin or sending it to the competent
authorities for treatment or recycling. — KUNA

eaded by Director of the Department of Defense against
med Al-Shammari visits the central warehouse for ra-
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SAKSAKIYEH: Buildings destroyed by Zionist airstrikes are seen in the Lebanese town of Saksakiyeh on September 26, 2024. — AFP

Traumatized Lebanese fear new war

Opinions divided on whether Hezbollah should respond to recent deadly Zionist attacks

BEIRUT: Lebanese businessman Anis Rubeiz has
lived through crisis afller crisis in his country but now
sees no hope. An all-out invasion by the Zionist en-
tity appears closer than ever after the it killed more
than 500 people in Lebanon this week. “Everything
is collapsing around us,” said Rubeiz, 55, in Beirut’s
Christian-majority Ashrafich district, criticizing what
he said were attempts to drag Lebanon into a war it
could do withoul. The Zionist entity and Hezbollah
have been trading near-daily fire since Hamas at-
tacked the Zionist entity on October 7. But the situa-
tion spiraled dramatically since last week, with hun-
dreds dead in Zionist air strikes on Monday alone,
the deadliest day since Lebanon’s 1975-90 civil war.
Lebanon, crushed by a five-year economic col-
lapse and paralyzed by a longstanding political
deadlock, “can’t handle” a war, said Rubeiz, who
owns a real estate company. “People are tired men-
tally ... I don’t see (hope) on the horizon ... or even
a ray of light.” In Beirut, the streets were relatively
calm, after schools and universities closed, with some
education facilities turned into makeshift shelters for
the tens of thousands who have fled for their lives.
But people are apprehensive, and everyone is
lalking aboul the risk of disaster. Many have viv-
id memories of 2006 when the Zionist entily and
Hezbollah last went to war, or the civil war before
that. “I'm basically ready in case war erupts — |
packed my bag with my children’s identity papers
and passports and clothes, and put them next to
the door,” said Abir Khater, 43, outside a shopping
cenler. The store manager and mother of three said

KHAN YUNIS: People stand next to a truck carrying 88 bodies, which entered the
Gaza Strip from the Zionist entity the day before on September 26, 2024.

Gaza health ministry
buries unidentifiable
Palestinian bodies

GAZA: The Gaza health ministry on Thursday said
it holds the Zionist occupation fully responsible
for the “inhumane” treatment of the bodies of Pal-
estinians in a decomposing state on Wednesday.
The Zionist entity had deposited the bodies of 88
people in a container without information on their
idenlily. The ministry refused to bury the bodies
Wednesday until the Zionist entity provided infor-
mation on their identities. It said the Zionist act

she moved her family from their home near Beirut’s
southern suburbs, which has seen several Zionist
strikes since Friday, to Bhamdoun in the mountains
outside the capital.

‘Afraid’

“I'm afraid just one missile will hit by mistlake.
Nobody knows what could happen to us,” she said.
Her children are still traumatized after a catastrophic
explosion at Beirut’s port in 2020, and the sectarian
violence that has occasionally erupted in her area,
she said. During the 2006 war, “I wasn’l married ...
but now I'm really afraid for my children”, she said.
That month-long conflict killed around 1,200 people
in Lebanon, moslly civilians, and 160 in the Zionist
enlily, mostly soldiers. It left enormous damage in-
cluding to roads and other infrastructure.

Opinions on Hezbollah’s actions have been divid-
ed since October when the Iran-backed group be-
gan ils cross-border attacks on the Zionist entlily in
support of Palestinian group Hamas. In Ashrafieh’s
Sassine Square, where an enormous Lebanese flag
flies overhead, Mohammed Khalil was silling on a
bench, worrying about how to find a job and pro-
vide for his family. “I need to rebuild my life,” said
the 33-year-old, who fled with his wife and three
children from their village in the southern district
of Nabatiyeh this week. With so many other people
also leaving, it took them two days Lo reach Beirut,
a trip that would normally take a couple of hours at
mosL. “I have children. They need Lo go Lo school, I'm
thinking of their future ... but I hit a dead end,” said

was a breach of the dead’s dignily and their fam-
ilies’ right to know the fate of their loved ones. A
day later, health authorities accepted the bodies,
after they were kept in the container overnight but
crilicized the Zionist forces for “digging up and
stealing” them from graves and keeping them in
“immoral and illegal condilions”.

The Zionist entily has regularly taken dead
bodies out of Gaza to determine whether they are
hostages seized during Hamas’s October 7 attack.
The Zionist army rejected the ministry’s accusation,
saying its policy was to treat the bodies of the de-
ceased “with dignity and respect”. “The hoslage
identification process, conducted at a secure and
alternative location, ensures optimal professional
conditions and respect for the deceased,” the army
stalement said. “Bodies determined not be those of

Khalil, who has previously worked manual jobs.

‘Rebuild’

He said Hezbollah should respond after “what has
happened to the people from the south”, adding de-
fiantly that “our side will win” in any case. Everything
is in “sacrilice for the resistance”, he added, referring
to Hezbollah. A deep political crisis has left Lebanon
without a president for almost two vears, with Hez-
bollah allies and their opponents deadlocked, unable
to reach a consensus.

The Shiite Muslim movement wields huge influ-
ence in Lebanon, while detraclors accuse it of being
a state within a state and of making unilateral de-
cisions that mean the difference between war and
peace. Nina Rufayel, a teacher in her 50s, expressed
solidarily with Lebanese from the south, bul said she
was worried about further escalation. “I'm fearful for
tomorrow. Who will rebuild ... feed us, teach” our
children, she asked. “I'm not just afraid of whether
war will break out or not, I'm afraid the whole coun-
try will be wiped off the map,” she said.

Ghada Hatoum, who was walking in Beirut’s Hamra
shopping district, said “Hezbollah is not a state that
can take the decision between war and peace — it is
a parallel entity to the state”. “It has shown its peo-
ple (supporters) ... that it took the wrong decision,”
she said, referring Lo ils move Lo begin atlacking the
ZionisL enlily. “Nobody is ready [or war or has buill a
shelter. Are our lives that cheap? Are weapons worth
more than lives?” she said, adding: “If I don’t have a
shelter to hide in, why drag me into war?” — AFP

A man reacts as others gather to watch the burial of some of the 88 bodies in a
mass grave. — AFP photos

hoslages are returned with dignily and respect.”
An AFP photographer saw a crowd gathered
around the bodies on Thursday as they were un-
loaded from a truck, wrapped in blue tarp. Hisham
Mhanna, spokesperson for the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross, said it was not involved in
the transfer of 88 bodies to Khan Yunis in south-
ern Gaza because they did not have proper docu-
mentation. “The Red Cross declined to participate
in the reception of the bodies because it did not
comply with the applicable protocols. There are no
dala, lists, or evidence identifying these bodies, and
we have no information about them whatsoever,”
Mhanna said. “We emphasize the right of all fami-
lies to receive information about their relatives and
loved ones and lo carry out burial ceremonies in a
manner that respects human dignity.” — Agencies

More than 22,000
flee to Syria from
Lebanon: Sources

DAMASCUS: More than 22,000 people have
crossed from Lebanon into Syria this week via
two border crossings, Syrian security sourc-
es said Thursday, as the Zionist entily pound-
ed Lebanon in a fresh cross-border escalation.
“More than 6,000 Lebanese and around 15,000
Syrians” have entered Syria through the Jdeidet
Yabus border, also known in Lebanon as Mas-
naa crossing, said one security source requesting
anonymily as they were nol authorized Lo speak
to the media. A second security source reported
“around 1,000 Lebanese and some 500 Syrians
have passed” through another crossing.

More than 774,000 Syrian refugees are reg-
istered with the United Nations in Lebanon, but
the liny country says it hosts some two million
of them — the world’s highest ratio of refugees
per capila. Having fled more than a decade of war
at home since 2011, some Syrians have now been
among the viclims of the latest Zionist strikes on
Lebanon. Lebanon’s health ministry said Thurs-
day that 19 Syrians were among 20 people killed
in an overnight Zionist strike in Yunin in the Bekaa
valley, after the Zionist military said it hit Hezbol-
lah targets in eastern Lebanon. — AFP
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New York mayor charged with
accepting bribes from Turkey

Bombshell indictment risks embarrassing Democrats just 40 days before the US presidential election

NEW YORK: New York’s scandal-plagued may-
or Eric Adams was [ederally charged Thursday with
crimes including wire fraud, soliciting illegal foreign
campaign donations and bribery conspiracy, a stun-
ning indictment unsealed amid calls for him to resign.
The grand jury indictment follows a sweeping probe
into the mayor’s campaign and his close associates on
whether he conspired with Turkish government offi-
cials to receive illegal contributions in exchange for
official acts. A defiant Adams told reporters on Thurs-
day that he looks “forward to defending myself,” and
refused a chorus of calls to step down, urging New
Yorkers Lo “wail Lo hear our side of the story.”

The 57-page document accuses the mayor of the
most populous city in the United States of crimes
going back a decade, when Adams Look office as
Brooklyn’s borough president. He accepted luxu-
ry international travel including from at least one
Turkish government official, the charges allege. As
he began planning to run for mayor in 2018, Adams
“not only accepted, but sought illegal campaign
contributions to his 2021 mayoral campaign, as well
as other things of value, from foreign nationals,” ac-
cording Lo the courl documents.

“As Adams’s prominence and power grew, his for-

Harris surprises
with calculated
pro-gun stance

WASHINGTON: Kamala Harris packs a gun —
and wants Americans to know it. “I'm a gun own-
er,” the Democratic presidential candidate said
last week in a forum hosled by Lelevision slar
Oprah Winfrey. “If someone breaks in my house,”
she said with a chuckle “they’re getting shol.” Har-
ris has mentioned owning a firearm in the past, but
she has mostly kept that quiet — in line with her
party’s emphasis on curtailing access to guns in
a country that has grown wearily used to armed
crime and mass shootings. The former longlime
prosecutor also remains mum on exactly what
kind of weapon she owns. So her boldly pro-gun
stance just a month and a half from the November
5 election surprised many — including Winfrey. “I
probably shouldn’t have said that,” laughed Harris
after her vow Lo shool intruders at her California
home. Experts, however, say that the sitting vice
president’s revelation was no accident.

Putting ‘kibosh’ on attacks

Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump
has repeatedly claimed that Harris would try to take
away Americans’ guns in violation of the conslilu-
tion’s Second Amendment. The billionaire former
president has been endorsed by the powerful lobby
group, the National Rifle Association. Harris has not
made any such threat. In line with most of her par-
ty, she only backs tightening of current laws — for
example requiring criminal and psychiatric back-
ground checks for all firearms’ purchases.

Harris says she supports a ban on semi-automat-
ic assault-style rifles, but no longer backs a man-
datory buy-back program. And when she jumped

15 killed as
Zionists strike
Gaza school

GAZA: Civil defense rescuers in Gaza said a Zi-
onist strike Thursday on a school-turned-shel-
ter killed at least 15 people. The vast majority
of the besieged Gaza Strip’s 2.4 million people
have been displaced at least once by the war,
with many seeking shelter in school buildings.
Civil defense agency spokesman Mahmud Bassal
said there were “15 martyrs, including children
and women, and dozens wounded, some of them
seriously, following a (Zionist) bombardment of
Al-Falluja school in Jabalia camp in north Gaza”.

Bassal earlier said the death toll was seven.
The Zionist military claimed it carried out “pre-
cise strikes” targeting Hamas fighters operating
inside what it said was a command-and-control
center at the Al-Falluja school. Thursday’s at-
tack was the latest in a series of Zionist strikes
on school buildings housing displaced pecople in
Gaza, where fighting has raged for nearly a year.

NEW YORK: New York City Mayor Eric Adams talks to
the press after he was indicted on federal criminal
charges on September 26, 2024. — AFP

eign-nalional benelaclors sought Lo cash in on their
corrupt relationships with him, particularly when,
in 2021, it became clear he would become mayor,
reads the indictment. “Adams agreed, providing fa-
vorable lrealment in exchange [or the illicit benefils
he received.” Upheaval in the Adams administration
has been mounting for months and grew particularly
acute in recent weeks, as scandal swirled around his
administration that saw a number of high-ranking al-

into the US election after President Joe Biden's late,
shock exit, Harris picked Minnesota Governor Tim
Walz — an avid hunter and National Guard veleran
— for vice president. “Kamala Harris wants to stop
her opponents from branding her as anti-gun,” said
Joan Burbick, author of the book “Gun Show Na-
tion: Gun Culture and American Democracy.” “The
casiest way to do that is to announce she is a gun
owner.” Steffen W Schmidt, professor of political
science al lowa Stale Universily, added: “IUs also
very interesting she joked with Oprah that if anyone
broke into her house she'd shoot the intruder. Dem-
ocrats have been seen as soft on crime. This kind of
puts the kibosh on that line of attack.”

Balancing act

Harris faces a dilficult balancing act. Aboul one-
third of US adults and 40 percent of households own
at least one firearm. They reportedly include Trump,
who according to US media owns three handguns.
A concealed carry permit, however, was reportedly
revoked by the New York Police Department after
Trump was charged — and convicted — on 34 crim-
inal counts for falsified business records. Typically,
gun owners are more than twice as likely to identify
as Republican as opposed to Democrat. But “these
are tendencies, not absolutes,” said Gregg Carter,
professor emeritus of sociology at Bryant University
in Smithfield, Rhode Island.

Many Americans are also eager for better controls
on access Lo powerful weapons. A Pew poll showed
that gun regulation is the seventh highest concern for
voters in November. Harris has the pro-controls vot-
ing block firmly in her camp already. The inroads she
needs to make are on the other side. “Because the
election is so close this year — all bul a dead-even
heat — each party, each candidate, is trying to pull
over a few more voles Lo its side whenever possible,”
Carter said. Harris, who back in 2019 told reporters
that she kept a firearm for “personal safety” while
working as a prosecutor, thinks she’ll be on target.
“I'm a good marksman,” she once boasted. — AFP

A strike on the Uniled Nations-run Al-Jawni
School in central Gaza on Sept 11 drew inter-
nalional oulcry after the UN agency for Pales-
tinian refugees, UNRWA, said six of its staffers
were among the 18 reported fatalities. At least
41,534 Palestinians, a majorily ol them civilians,
have been killed in the Zionislt military cam-
paign in Gaza.

The health ministry in Hamas-run Gaza on
Thursday accused the Zionist army of lrealing
exhumed bodies in an “inhumane” manner, say-
ing it deposited a container containing scores of
dead Palestinians without proper documentation.
The Zionist army rejecled the accusalion, saying
its policy was to treat the bodies of the deceased
“with dignity and respect”.

However, the Gaza health ministry said the
Zionisl army senl back a conlainer on Wednes-
day conlaining 88 bodies “withoul any dala or
information that could help identify” them. The
ministry accused the Zionist entity of “exhuming
graves and slealing bodies”, saying il held the Zi-
onist entity “fully responsible for the inhumane
and unecthical treatment of the bodies”. An AFP
photographer saw a crowd gathered around the
bodies on Thursday as they were unloaded [rom
a truck, wrapped in blue tarp. — AFP

lies resign as many were indicted or raided by feder-
al agents. The drama culminated in a pre-dawn raid
of his official residence early Thursday.

Calls to resign

Adams, who is up for reelection in 2025, has
put up a front of business as usual throughout
the mushrooming investigations. But on Wednes-
day, influential congresswoman Alexandria Oca-
sio-Corlez, [rom New York, called on the 64-year-
old mayor to resign “lor the good of the cily.” The
indictment risks embarrassing Democrals just 40
days before the US presidential election between
Kamala Harris and Republican Donald Trump, who
are neck and neck in the polls.

The charges cap a dark week for Adams,
whose team has been shaken by the resignations
of Health Commissioner Ashwin Vasan and Edu-
cation Chancellor David Banks, a close friend of
the mayor whose department manages the city’s
public education system that serves one million
students. Those departures, effective at the end of
2024, follow the immediate resignations of police
chief Edward Caban — who quit just one year af-
ter he took charge of the cily’s police force and

Biden announces
$8 billion in military
aid for Ukraine

WASHINGTON: US President Joe Biden announced
more than $8 billion in military assistance for Ukraine on
Thursday to help Kyiv “win this war” against Russian in-
vaders, using a visit by President Volodymyr Zelensky to
make a major commitment. The aid includes the first ship-
ment of a precision-guided glide bomb called the Joint
Standoff Weapon, with a range of up to 81 miles (130 km).
The medium-range missile gives Ukraine a major upgrade
to the weapons it is using to strike Russian forces, allowing
the Ukrainians to do it at safer distances.

The bomb, capable of striking targets with high ac-
curacy, is to be dropped from fighter jets. Biden will not
announce that Washington would let Ukraine use US mis-
siles to hit largets deeper in Russia, a US official said. The
bulk of the new aid, $5.5 billion, is to be allocated before
Monday’s end of the US fiscal year. Another $2.4 billion is
under the Ukraine Security Assistance Initiative, which al-
lows the administration to buy weapons for Ukraine from
companies rather than pull them from US stocks. This will
provide Ukraine with additional air defense, unmanned
aerial systems and air-to-ground munitions, as well as
strengthen Ukraine’s defense industrial base and support
its maintenance and sustainment requirements, Biden said.
Under his plan, the president said, the Defense Depart-
ment will refurbish and provide Ukraine with an additional
Patriol air defense battery and more Patriol missiles. Biden
ordered the Pentagon to expand training for Ukrainian
I*-16 pilots, including by supporting the training of an ad-
ditional 18 pilots next year.

Before meeting Biden at midday, Zelensky attended
meetings with Democratic and Republican lawmakers at
the Capitol. He sat down with about two dozen senators
from both parties for more than an hour, before going to
a separate meeting in the House of Representatives. The
visit was much lower-profile than previous trips to Con-
gress. The Senate and House left Washington on Wednes-
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__,.-J' GAZA: A child reacts as he sits between bodies at the morgue of Kamal Radwan Hospital following a
| Zionist strike on a school sheltering displaced Palestinians near Jabalia refugee camp in the north-

ern Gaza Strip on Sept 26, 2024. — AFP

its 36,000 uniformed officers — and Adams’s chiefl
legal adviser, Lisa Zornberg.

Caban, whose electronics were seized by federal
investigators, stepped down as federal agents ap-
peared to be zeroing in on his twin brother’s night-
club-security business. Revelations of the probes
have laid bare personal and business ties among the
inner circle of the mayor, raising potential conflicts of
interest. One investigation involves the activities of a
consulling firm run by Terence Banks, whose brother
David was the schools chancellor, and whose other
brother Philip was appointed in 2022 by Adams as
deputy mavyor for public safety.

Adams, the second Black mayor in the cily’s his-
tory, won the 2021 Democratic primary vowing to
reduce crime. Under his leadership violent crime in
the city has fallen, after rising during the pandemic.
But the city of 8.5 million people faces a housing cri-
sis that has seen rents skyrocket to unprecedented
levels. Adams already faces a smattering of prima-
ry contenders in the run-up to next year’s vote, all
of them Lo the left of the centrist mayor. Should he
eventually step down, the city’s public advocate, the
progressive Jumaane Williams, would become acting
mayor ahead of a special election. — AFP
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NEW YORK: Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky
(left) shakes hands with US President Joe Biden during
the 79th Session of the United Nations General Assem-
bly on September 25, 2024. — AFP

day night until after the November 5 presidential election.

Senator Dick Durbin said Zelensky had presented his plan
for victory to the senators and that he supported it. “It's pret-
Ly basic, and that is to make sure that the Ukrainians have the
momentum going forward, and thal requires not only person-
nel, but equipment and supplies to finish the job,” Durbin told
reporters. Ukraine’s defense has largely received bipartisan
support in the US, but his government has faced rising crit-
icism from Republican leaders, including Donald Trump, the
Republican presidential candidate.

Trump has been criticizing the Ukrainian president as
he campaigns for the November 5 election and, at least
for now, turned down a request from Zelensky for a meel-
ing. The former president was sharply critical of Zelenskyy
on Wednesday, telling a campaign rally in North Carolina,
“We continue Lo give billions of dollars to a man who re-
fused to make a deal, Zelensky.”

Trump also blamed Biden and Vice President Ka-
mala Harris, his Democratic presidential opponent, for
allowing Russia’s invasion. Many congressional Repub-
licans have been furious about Zelensky’s visit on Sun-
day to a munitions factory in Scranton, Pennsylvania,
where Biden grew up. The Republican-led House of
Representatives Oversight Committee opened an in-
vestigation into Zelensky’s trip. — Reuters

Zionists reject
L.ebanon truce...

Continued from Page 1

efforts, underlining Washington’s unwillingness to use
its military aid as leverage for a ceasefire.

The Zionist military said it struck about 75 targets in
the eastern Bekaa valley and southern Lebanon, Hezbollah
bastions thal have seen a huge exodus of civilians flecing
their homes in recent days. A strike on the town of Yunin
near Baalbek killed at least 20 people, Lebanon’s health
ministry said, with the official National News Agency de-
scribing the bombing of the area as “the most violent” of
recent days. “It was indescribable, it was one of the worst
nights we've lived through,” said Fadia Rafic Yaghi, 70,
who owns a shop in Baalbek.

For the fourth time this week, the Zionist military con-
ducted a strike on Hezbollah’s south Beirut stronghold,
which the Zionist military said killed the head of the

group’s drone unit. The Lebanese health ministry said
two people were killed in the strike. It said 60 people
had been killed nationwide over the previous 24 hours,
among 1,540 killed since hostilities between the Zionist
entily and Hezbollah began last October.

The Zionist military said two barrages of 40 to 45
rockets each had been fired from Lebanon into the Zion-
ist entity on Thursday, with many of them intercepted and
no reports of casualties. Hezbollah said the first barrage
targeted defense industry complexes near the port city
of Haifa, while the second targeted the northern town of
Safed. The Zionist military said Hezbollah positions along
the border with Syria were among ils lalest largels. Zi-
onist military chief Lieutenant General Herzi Halevi has
told soldiers to prepare for a possible ground offensive,
according to an army statement. Zionist strikes killed at
least 558 people on Monday — by far the deadliest day
of violence in Lebanon not just in the latest escalation,
but since the 1975-1990 civil war.

According to the UN, Zionist bombardment of Leb-
anon had by Wednesday forced 90,000 people to flee
their homes in traditional Hezbollah strongholds to saf-

er areas elsewhere in the tiny Mediterranean country.
Lebanon’s disasler management unil said more than
31,000 had fled to neighboring Syria. A 19-year-old
woman who fled from south Lebanon to Beirut said a
temporary halt in the violence would not be enough.
“What we want is to be able to go back home for good,
with guarantees,” Rayan Mustafa said.

In Beirut, thousands of Lebanese have sought shelter
in schools. In one, women could be seen leaning out of
classroom windows, smoking cigarelltes or airing out foam
mattresses they had slept on this week. Aid organizations
were distributing clothes and food, and checking on medi-
cations needed by elderly people who had fled too quickly
to bring prescriptions with them.

Hassan Slim, who left his southern Lebanon home seek-
ing safety in war-battered Syria, said: “We didn't think the
situation would degenerate so quickly. “Now war is at our
doorstep and we have to flee.” Neighboring countries
are worried about the safety of their citizens in Lebanon.
Turkey is making preparations for possible evacuation of
its citizens and foreign nationals from Lebanon, a Turkish
defense ministry source said. — Agencies

Talks discuss
fast-tracking...

Continued from Page 1

delegation toured a state-owned Chinese com-
pany that is associated with the transport ministry,
overseeing the porl’s construction. Mashaan met
Chairman of China Communications Construction
Company (CCCC) Wang Tongzhou and other of-
ficials to discuss strategies for completing the port
and other key projects in Kuwait.

The delegation also explored the National Museum
of China, delving into its history and global operations.
Mashaan and her team participated in the Global Sus-
tainable Transport Forum 2024 in Beijing on Wednes-
day, in an event themed, “Sustainable Transport: Lo-
gistics Connecting the World,” attended by China’s
transport minister, along with several Arab and foreign
ministers and international organizations. — KUNA
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Sudan’s army launches
push to retake Khartoum

DUBAI: Sudan’s army launched artillery and air
strikes in Sudan’s capltal on Thursday in its big-
gesl operation to regain ground there since early
in its 17-month war with the Rapid Support Forc-
es (RSF), wilnesses and military sources said. The
push by the army, which lost control of most of
the capital at the start of the conflict, came ahead
of an address by its commander, General Abdel
Fattah Al-Burhan, at the United Nations General
Assembly in New York. In his address, Burhan said
that he supported efforts to stop the devastating
war in his country as long as they brought an end
to the “occupation” of territory by the RSE. The
army leader also accused states in the region of
providing funding, weapons and mercenaries to
the RSF, though he did not name any country.

In Sudan, witnesses reported heavy bombard-
ments and clashes as army troops tried to cross
bridges across the Nile connecting the three ad-
joining cities that make up the greater capital,
Khartoum, Omdurman and Bahri. “The army is car-
rying out heavy artillery strikes and air strikes on
Halfaya and Shambat,” Ahmed Abdalla, a 48-year-
old resident told Reuters by phone, referring to
areas of Bahri close to the river. “The sounds of
explosions are very loud.”

46 people, including
children, drown during
Hindu festival in India

PATNA, India: Al least 46 people, including 37
children, have drowned while celebrating a Hindu
festival in eastern India, a local government offi-
cial told AFP on Thursday. The victims drowned
in separale incidents in Bihar state while ritual-
ly bathing in rivers and ponds swollen by recent

Florida braces
for ‘unsurvivable’
hurricane Helene

TALLAHASSEE: Parts of Florida were expected to
face “unsurvivable” conditions when Hurricane He-
lene hits later Thursday, the US weather service said,
warning that howling wind will drive destructive
waves and storm surge as high as 20 feel (six meters)
onlo the low-lying coasl. Residents fled ahead of the
incoming hurricane amid mass evacuation orders.
The fast-moving storm was a Category 2 mid-morn-
ing Thursday, the National Hurricane Center (NHC)
in Miami said, packing wind speeds of 105 miles (169
kilometers) an hour as it churns over the warm wa-
ters of the Gulf of Mexico.

The NHC said Helene — which it described as one
of the largest Gulf hurricanes in recent decades — is
expected to make landfall at or near Florida’s Big Bend
coast in the evening local time and could develop into
a Category 3 or 4. Tampa and Tallahassee airports
have already closed, and Florida Governor Ron De-
Santis urged residents to rush preparations ahead of
the “nasty” storm. IU's a “very dangerous hurricane,”
NHC director Mike Brennan said. “We're expecting
Lo see a storm surge inundation of 15 to 20 feel (4.5-
six meters) above ground level,” he said. “That’s up
to the top of a second story building. Again, a really
unsurvivable scenario is going to play out here in this
portion of the Florida coastline.” “In addition to that
storm surge, you're going lo have destruclive wave
aclion on lop of that, that can destroy houses, move
cars, and that water level is going to rise very quickly,”
he said. “Winds are going to penetrate well inland.”

The NHC warned of up to 20 inches (51 cm) of
rain in isolated spots, and potentially life-threatening
flooding as well as “numerous” landslides across the
southern Appalachians further inland. Several states
are in the potential path. Georgia’s capital Atlanta, a
melropolis of some five million people, is forecast Lo
experience tropical storm-force winds and as much
as 12 inches (30.5 c¢m) of rainfall, which authorities
warn could bring flash flooding.

Most of Georgia, which like Florida is under a stale
of emergency, was placed on flood watch, while Ten-

Outdated rules,
limited metro collide
for Athens gridlock

ATHENS: Straining to squeeze his taxi between two
hulking trucks blocking an Athens street, 66-year-old
cabbie Damianos says he’s never seen traffic conges-
tion in the Greek capital this bad. “It's unbearable,”
groans the veteran who has been behind the wheel the
past 14 years. A mishmash of local traffic plans com-
bined with a burgeoning fleet of cars have worsened
the gridlock. Now the city is counting on new tech-
nologies, expanded public transport and eventually a
single traffic authority to bring some reliel — but im-
provement will not come fast.

During rush hour, queues several kilometers long
form on Kifissos and Attiki Odos, the main motorways
into the capital of 3.8 million — and inner streets are not
much belter off. An April survey by pollsters Opinion Poll
showed that Athenians consider congestion and parking
the second gravest concern in the capital, behind clean-
liness. The daily grind is monitored by an agency tucked
away on a liny Athens street, barely wide enough for a
van. The capital’s traffic control hub manages circulation
across 66 municipalities.

‘Significant problem’
Congestion in Athens is a “significant problem”, con-

Video foolage showed black smoke rising
above the capital and the booms of the battle
could be heard in the background. Army sources
said their forces had crossed bridges in Khartoum
and Bahri. The RSF told Reuters it had thwarted
the army’s attempt to cross two bridges to Khar-
toum. Reuters could not independently confirm the
accounts. Though the army retook some ground
in Omdurman early this year, it depends mostly
on artillery and airstrikes and has been unable to
dislodge nimble RSI ground forces embedded in
other parts of the capital.

Darfur fears

The RSF has also continued to make advances in
other parts of Sudan in recent months in a conflict
that has caused a vast humanitarian crisis, displac-
ing more than 10 million people and driving parts of
the country Lo extreme hunger or [amine. Diplomatic
efforts by the United States and other powers have
faltered, with the army refusing to attend talks last
month in Switzerland. This month the battle for con-
trol of Al-Fashir, the capital of North Darfur state in
the west of Sudan, has also intensified as the RSF has
tried to advance from positions surrounding the city
against the army and allied former rebel groups.

flooding, an official from the Bihar Disaster Man-
agement Department told AFP. “People ignored
dangerous water levels in rivers as well as ponds
while bathing Lo celebrale this [estival,” said the
official, who requested anonymity because he was
not authorized to speak to the media.

The drownings occurred [rom Tuesday across 15
districts of Bihar stale as devolees marked the Jiliya
Parv Hindu festival, observed by mothers for the well-
being of their children. Authorities were still working
to recover three other bodies, the official said. Jiti-
va Parv runs over several days and is also observed
in neighboring Uttar Pradesh and Jharkhand states,

Al-Fashir is the last army holdoul across the
Darfur region, where the UN and rights groups
say the RSF and allies have led ethnically-tar-
geled atlacks and the humanilarian silualion is
particularly critical. The RSF has denied being
behind the violence. The UN human rights office
said on Thursday it had documented summary ex-
eculions, sexual and gender-based violence, and
abductions of women and young men in Al-Fash-
ir, in addition to rising civilian casualties. “From
bitter past experience, il Al-Fashir falls, there is
a high risk of ethnically targeted violalions and
abuses, including summary executions and sexual
violence, by the RSF and allied militia,” UN Hu-
man Rights Chief Volker Turk said.

The UN Security Council and secrelary-gen-
eral have also demanded an end to the siege of
Al-Fashir, home to more than 1.8 million residents
and displaced people. The war began when ten-
sions between the RSF and the army, who had
been jostling for position ahead of an internation-
ally-backed transition to civilian rule, erupted into
open conflict. The army and the RSI had previous-
ly shared power after staging a coup in 2021, two
years after veleran autocral Omar al-Bashir was
toppled in a popular uprising. — Reuters

and in parts of Nepal’s southern plains.

The state government has announced compensa-
tion of 400,000 rupees ($4,784) for the families of
each of the deceased, the stalement said. Last year
local media reported 22 people drowned during a
24-hour period in Bihar, most while marking the same
festival. Deadly incidents are common at places of
worship during major religious festivals in India, the
biggest of which prompt millions of devotees to make
pilgrimages to holy sites. At least 116 people were
crushed to death in July at an overcrowded Hindu reli-
gious gathering in Utlar Pradesh state, the worst such
tragedy in more than a decade. — Agencies

STEINHATCHEE: A person walks into a store boarded up with wood as preparatlons are made for the arrival
of Hurricane Helene, in Steinhatchee, Florida, on September 25, 2024. — AFP

nessee — more than 300 miles (482 km) from the Gulf

Coast, is bracing for tropical storm conditions state-
wide. The White House said President Joe Biden's ad-
ministration “stands ready to provide further assistance
to Florida, and other states in the path of the storm.”
DeSantis mobilized the National Guard and positioned
thousands of personnel to prepare for possible search
and rescue operations and power restoration.

Sandbags, boarded windows

The hurricane warning encompasses a 250 mile
(202 km) stretch of coastline from Tampa Bay to
Panama City, on the Florida panhandle. A direct
impact was likely in the Tallahassee region, where
coaslal communilies already looked like ghost Lowns
by Wednesday afternoon. In Crawfordville, poten-
tially in the storm’s direct path, wheelchair-bound
residents of the Eden Springs Nursing and Rehab
Cenler were evacualed by bus.

Other locals loaded up on gas and supplies, filling
sandbags and boarding up homes and businesses. “1

cedes the hub’s manager Konstantinos laveris, a road
safely instructor and former rally driver. The control cen-
ter’'s main fixture is a large videowall flicking real-time
shots of key junctions in the capital. Connected to over
200 cameras and some 550 sensors citywide, the hub
operates some 2,000 traffic lights across the greater
Athens area. Since il was introduced in July 2004, just
before the Athens Olympics, the hub has been invaluable
in addressing bottlenecks and other emergencies.

An upcoming upgrade will see more advanced
cameras and “smarl” sensor-equipped traffic lights
that can adjust to traffic flows, Iaveris said. Bul what
the city urgently needs, he stressed, is a single traffic
body with authority over the entire region — a reform
which greater Athens governor Nikos Hardalias, elect-
ed last year, is actively lobbying for. “We need time,
the will is there,” laveris said, adding that improving
traffic is one of the new administration’s top goals. At
present, each municipality in the Athens region devel-
ops its own traffic plan, which often simply shifts con-
gestion to adjacent areas, laveris said.

According to EU data agency Eurostat, the Greek
capital is among the bloc’s top five regions in number
of vehicles per 1,000 inhabitants. For over four decades,
Athens has employed a simple seasonal traffic control
system known as ‘daktylios’ (ring). Cars can only en-
ter the inner city on odd or even-numbered workdays,
depending on the last digit of their license plate. It was
first introduced in 1979, mainly to combat smog. Over
time, and thanks to the introduction of unleaded gas, the
brown haze that once hung over the city has diminished.
But Athenian families skirted the rules by buying at least
two cars, ballooning the fleet of cars on the city’s streets.

expect the water to come up and just don’t want it
to get in the house,” Clearwater Beach resident Jas-
per Mackarland told AFP, as he built a barrier with
sandbags to “keep as much water out of the house
as possible.” Helene could become the most power-
ful hurricane to hit the United States in more than a
year. Calegory 3 Hurricane Idalia hil northwestern
Florida in August 2023.

Meanwhile Hurricane John, which killed three
people when it slammed into Mexico on Monday but
then dissipated, regained hurricane strength Thurs-
day and was expected to again strike the country’s
Pacific coast, Mexican officials said. At 1200 GMT
John was 56 miles (90 km) from the southern port
city of Lazaro Cardenas in Michoacan state and was
packing winds of 71 miles an hour (115 kmh), the
NHC said. Historic storms have hit multiple parts of
the globe in recent weeks. Researchers say climate
change likely plays a role in the rapid intensification
ol storms, because there is more energy in a warmer
ocean for them to feed on. — AFP

Restrictions ‘not working’

There are also numerous exemptions — including
for electric cars, hybrids, taxis, and for doctors and
diplomats. The daktylios “is not working,” said Dim-
itrios Patsios, general manager of Greece’s associa-
tion of motor vehicle importers and representatives
(AMVIR). “It indirectly urges households lo keep
more cars, and is not policed effectively.” “Modern
measures of controlled entry into urban areas must be
taken,” he said. The transport ministry did not reply to
requests for traffic data and details on its congestion
strategy. Estimates on the number of cars circulating in
the capital vary. According to transport ministry data
analyzed by AMVIR, there are over 2.2 million cars in
the greater Athens area, in addition to over 16,000
taxis and Llens of thousands of trucks of various sizes.
Police minister Michalis Chrysohoidis earlier this year
said 3.5 million cars circulated in the cily center daily.

In the April poll, just under 17 percent said they
were salisfied with how Athens city hall handles the
traffic issue — though the city of Athens is but one of
66 municipalities in the Attica region. In an interview
to AFP in January, Athens mayor Haris Doukas admit-
ted people use cars because the city’s public transport
system has major gaps. Commuters say buses are ir-
regular and the metro does not reach many population
centers. An additional 15 metro stations should open
by 2029 and the government has announced a bus
overhaul with some 950 new vehicles by autumn 2025.
Any reforms “take time and great attention,” Doukas
said. Doukas’ office did not respond to AFP requests
for detail on his traffic proposals. — AFP

Burhan supports efforts to stop Sudan war as long as they end RSF Occupatlon

NEW YORK: Abdel Fattah Al-Burhan Abdelrahman
Al-Burhan speaks during the United Nations General
Assembly on September 26, 2024. — AFP

Trudeau on thin
ice after surviving
vote of confidence

OTTAWA: Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
easily survived a vole of confidence on Wednesday after
his main political rival failed to muster enough support
Lo end nine vears of Liberal Party rule. Trudeau, whose
popularity has slumped amid unhappiness over rising
prices and a housing crisis, became more politically vul-
nerable this month when the smaller New Democratic
Party tore up a 2022 deal to keep him in power until an
election scheduled for end-October 2025. “Today was
a good day for the country because I don't think Cana-
dians want an election,” said Karina Gould, the senior
Liberal in charge of government business in the House.

Despite surviving the vote, other challenges loom for
Trudeau with the main opposition Conservatives vow-
ing to try again to topple the government as early as
Tuesday. Following a heated debate that saw members
of Parliament trade insults and slam their fists on desks,
they voted 211 to 120 against the Conservative motion
to unseat the Liberals. Far ahead in public opinion polls,
Tory leader Pierre Poilievre has been itching for a snap
election since the leftist New Democratic Party (NDP)
carlier this month tore up a coalition agreement with the
Liberals, leaving the Trudeau administration vulnerable
to being toppled.

A combative Poilievre railed against Trudeau for what
he said was a failure to address soaring costs of living, a
housing crisis and crime, while doubling the national debt.
"The promise of Canada, “after nine years of Liberal gov-
ernment, is broken,” he said during a Commons debate
on Tuesday. But other opposition parties, whose support
is needed to bring down the Liberals, have pushed back
againsl his right-wing agenda. After the vole, Liberal
House leader Karina Gould accused the Tories of “play-
ing games.” “We are going to get back to work and do
the hard work of governing this country,” she added.

Try, try again

Immediately following the no-confidence vote, the
NDP again sided with the Liberals to pass legislation on
capital gains laxes, averting another political crisis. Poil-
ievre vowed Lo keep trying, with the next opportunity to
bring down the government to be presented next week. If
that fails, he will have a few more chances before the end
of the year. The separatist Bloc Quebecois has also de-
manded concessions from the ruling Liberals for ils con-
tinued support in parliament beyond the end of October.

During an appearance in New York on the “Late
Show with Stephen Colbert” TV program on Monday
evening, Trudeau acknowledged that Canadians are
facing “a really tough time.” “People are hurting. People
are having trouble paying for groceries, paying for rent,
filling up the tank,” and “are looking at change,” he said.
'The deal with the New Democratic Party to prop up the
Liberals would have kept his government in office un-
Lil late 2025. But the NDP, seeing its alignment with the
Liberals hurting its own popularity, exited the pact early.

Provocative, adept at catchphrases and a champion of
an anti-establishment discourse, the populist Poilievre has
continued to gain ground in recent months. According lo
an Angus Reid poll, the Conservatives are well ahead of
the Liberals, with 43 percent of voling intention against
21 percent for the ruling party. The NDP is at 19 percent.
With legislation pending on NDP priorities including a
national dental plan, and because Canada rarely goes to
the polls during its harsh winters, political analysts sug-
gested an election will not likely be triggered until at least
spring 2025. University of Ottawa professor Genevieve
Tellier told AFP: “Anything is possible. It could come be-
fore Christmas.” A weakened Trudeau administration un-
der constant threat “will find it more difficult to govern” in
the interim, she added. — Agencies

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
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Saudi Arabia to drop $100 crude
target to win back market share

OPEC+ committed to raise production on Dec 1
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- ROSEMEAD: Vehicles pass an ExxonMobil gas station in Rosemead, California. California said it was suing oil giant ExxonMobil over a “decades-long campaign of deception” about plastics recycling that has worsened a global
pollution crisis. In a lengthy lawsuit filed in San Francisco, the state’s attorney general said the company had used “slick marketing” to deceive consumers into believing single-use plastics could and would be recycled. — AFP

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia is preparing to abandon its
unofficial $100 a barrel oil price target as it gets
ready to raise output to win back market share,
even if it means lower prices, the Financial Times
reported on Thursday. The Organization of the Pe-
troleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), which is de
facto led by Riyadh, has been cutting oil output
to support prices along with allies including Rus-
sia, who are together known as OPEC+. However,
prices are down nearly 5 percent so far this year,
amid increasing supply from other producers, es-
pecially the United States, as well as weak demand
growth in China.

Earlier this month, OPEC+ agreed lo delay a
planned oil output increase for October and No-

Lebanon’s economy

to be weighed down
by Gaza war: EBRD

LONDON: The European Bank for Reconstruction
and Development said Thursday that it expected
Lebanon’s economy to decline further in 2024 be-
cause of geopolitical turmoil. Lebanon’s economy
will contract by one percent in 2024, the EBRD pre-
dicted, heavily revising down ils estimalion made in
May that the struggling economy would grow slight-
ly. The Zionisl enlily’s war in Gaza has already im-
pacted neighboring countries economic growth and
fighting is now heightening in Lebanon.

“Any escalation will certainly weigh down on
growth,” Beata Javorcik, the EBRD’s chiel economist
told AFP. The counlry, already lacing difficull eco-
nomic conditions and sky-high inflation, has lost more
than 40 percent of its GDP since 2018, the bank said in
areport. It added that “political impasse and stagnant
progress on critical reforms continued to hold back
recovery.” Meanwhile in the midst of Russia’s war on
Ukraine, the Russian economy grew 4.7 percent in the
first half of 2024, as the price of the country’s oil ex-
ports offset the impact of Western sanctions.

“The price of Russia’s oil exports is estimated to

Pakistan braces for
‘transitional pain’ as
IMF approves loan

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan said Thursday it would
have to go through “transitional pain” after the In-
Lternational Monelary Fund agreed to a new reliel
package of $7 billion to bolster its faltering econo-
my. Although the South Asian nation’s economy has
stabilized since it came close to defaulting last sum-
mer, it is dependent on IMF bailouts and loans from
friendly countries lo service ils huge debl, which
swallows up half of its annual revenues.

“There will be transitional pain, but il we are lo
make it the last program, then we have to carry out
structural reforms,” Minister of Finance Muhammad
Aurangzeb lold local broadcaster Geo News. The IMF

vember after crude prices hit their lowest in nine
months, saying it could further pause or reverse the
hikes if needed. The FT, citing people familiar with
Saudi thinking, reported that Saudi Arabia is com-
mitted to the group raising production as planned
on Dec 1, even if that means a longer period of low
oil prices. Global crude benchmark Brent LCOcl
was down about 1.7 percent to $72.25 at 1031 GMT
following the FT report.

The Saudi governmenl’s communications office
did not immediately return a request for comment.
The market share of OPEC+, formed in late 2016,
has slipped to all-time lows after output cuts since
2022 and supply increases by the US and other
producers, according to the International Energy
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Agency. OPEC+ oil output is equal to 48 percent
of world supply, according to Reuters calculations
based on IEA figures. Saudi Arabia’s crude output
is below 10 percent of the world market, while US
oil output has risen to 20 percent of world supply.
Saudi Arabia has decided that it will not contin-
ue to cede market share and believes it has enough
funding options, including foreign reserves and
debt, to withstand a period of lower prices, the FT
said. The kingdom, the world’s top oil exporter, has
shouldered a large share of OPEC+ output cuts, re-
ducing its own output by about 2 million barrels per
day (bpd) since late 2022. OPEC+ members are cur-
rently cutting output by a total of 5.86 million bpd,
equivalent to about 5.7 percent of global oil demand.

BEIRUT: Smoke hillows from the site of a Zionist airstrike that targeted Beirut’s southern suburbs on Sep-

tember 26, 2024. — AFP

have increased by more than 10 per cent year on year
and trade with non-sanctioning economies has been
strong”, the bank said, pointing to China as a key
driver of the country’s economic growth. The EBRD
expects the 2024 full year growth to be 3.6 percent,

said in a statement it would issue an “immediate dis-
bursement” of around $1 billion. The three-year loan
program “will require sound policies and reforms” to
support Pakistan’s ongoing efforts to strengthen its
economy “and create conditions for a stronger, more
inclusive, and resilient growth”, it added.

Pakistan in July agreed to the deal—its 24th IMF
payout since 1958 - in exchange for unpopular re-
forms, including cutting back on power subsidies
and widening its chronically low tax base. Speak-
ing on the sidelines of the United Nations General
Assembly in New York on Wednesday, Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif said the deal came through
thanks to the “tremendous support” of Saudi Ara-
bia, China and the UAE.

“In the final phase (of negotiations), the IMF’s con-
ditions were related to China. The way the Chinese
government supporled and strengthened us during
this time is something [ am truly grateful for,” he told
reporters shortly before the deal was announced.
Last month, Aurangzeb had said Pakistan was ne-

revising upwards it’s estimation made in May by 1.1
percent. However, Javorcik told AFP that “next year
there will be a significant slowdown” in the country’s
growth as there are signs that the Russian economy
is “overheating”. — Reuters

goliating a $12 billion loan reprofiling from bilateral
lenders. The amount comprised $5 billion from Saudi
Arabia, $4 billion from China and $3 billion from the
UAE for a three- to five-year period. Reacting to the
news, Pakistan’s stock exchange briefly reached a
new record high before losing ground in later trade.

Kaiser Bengali, a Pakistani economist, told AFP:
“This deal will help us pay back our immediate
debts, but nothing more than that. “The only eco-
nomic reforms that we are required to implement is
more taxes. There is no progress on reducing gov-
ernment expenditures.” At the end of 2023, Paki-
stan—long locked in a cycle of overlapping political
and economic crises—had amassed a total debt of
more than $250 billion, or 74 percent of GDP, ac-
cording to the IME. About 40 percent of its debt is
owed Lo exlernal credilors in foreign currencies. Its
biggest single foreign creditor is China and Chinese
commercial banks, at just under $30 billion, followed
by the World Bank at more than $20 billion, accord-
ing to the report. — AFP

Saudi Arabia has in the past increased produc-
tion to defend its market share and in 2020 en-
gaged in a price war with Russia. Both flooded
world markets with oil after Moscow refused to
support OPEC’s decision to make deeper output
cuts to deal with the fallout from the COVID-19
pandemic. Riyadh in 2014 blocked calls by some
OPEC members to make output cuts to halt a slide
in oil prices, setting the stage for a battle for mar-
ket share between OPEC and non-OPEC produc-
ers amid a boom in US shale production. OPEC
and Saudi Arabia have repeatedly said they do not
target a certain oil price and make decisions based
on market fundamentals and in the interest of bal-
ancing supply and demand. — Reuters

Meta unveils ‘Orion’
glasses to one day
rival smartphone

MENLO PARK: Meta chief Mark Zuckerberg on
Wednesday gave a peek at augmented reality eyewear
he touted as the most advanced glasses in the world.
The bulky, black-framed prototype called “Orion” was
able to overlay holographic images on a wearer’s field
of vision, and is ultimately intended to rival the smart-
phone. “The right way to look at Orion is as a time
machine,” Zuckerberg said as he opened Mela’s annu-
al gathering of software developers at the tech titan’s
home campus in Silicon Valley. “These glasses exisl;
they are awesome, and they are a glimpse of a future
that is going to be pretty exciting,” he said.

People have been slow to embrace headgear like
Apple’s pricey Vision Pro or even the more affordable
Meta Quest models to explore augmented or virtual re-
ality. Meta is confident it can win them over by packing
technology beefed up with artificial intelligence into
stylish Ray-Ban glasses that can do things like answer
questions about what you are looking at or act as a
translator for conversations. Orion, which is being test-
ed internally at Meta, pushes the technology further to
let wearers overlay digital content on their view of the
world. Zuckerberg has slaled that he hopes lo create
an augmented reality device that would break Apple
and Google’s hold on delivering apps and products to
consumers through the smartphone. — AFP

CALIFORNIA: Facebook CEO

Mark Zuckerberg
speaks about Meta’s new ‘Orion’ augemented re-
ality glasses at Meta Connect, Meta’s annual event
on its latest software and hardware innovations, in
Menlo Park, California.— AFP
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Markets fear ECB’s cautious path
risks tipping inflation below target

Deteriorating economic outlook boosts Oct rate cut bets

BERLIN: If traders are right, the Euro-
pean Central Bank is now at risk of push-
ing inflation below ils 2 percent largel by
cutting interest rates too slowly, hurting
the bloc’s fragile economy. The swaps
markel, where investors hedge inflation
risk by exchanging payments tied to the
rate of price growth, suggests inflation
will fall durably below the ECB’s target
from January, according to data compiled
by Danske Bank for Reuters on Wednes-
day. That’s much earlier than the ECB,
which expects inflation - currently at 2.2
percent and potentially dipping below
targel this month before rising back - to
fall to 2 percent in late 2025.

The ECB has been battling to rein in
inflation, which was running in double
digits less than two years ago. But price
pressures have eased following aggressive
rate hikes, prompting the bank to kick off
an easing cycle in June. It last cut rates
carlier this month. “The market is signal-
ing Lo the ECB that they could be behind
the curve,” said Analissa Piazza, fixed in-
come research analyst at MFS Investment
Management, which manages $639 billion.
If the bank continues quarterly moves
through next year - slower than markets
expect - it could push inflation below tar-
get for too long and then struggle to push
it back up in the future, she added.

Data this week showing euro zone
business activity unexpectedly contract-
ed in September vindicated markets,
which have expected swifter disinflation

than the ECB for a while. Traders now
see more than a 50 percent chance of
an October rate cut, which policymakers
had reckoned was unlikely following this
month’s meeting. Reuters reported on
Thursday that dovish policymakers are
preparing to fight for an October rate
cut, a move likely to meet resistance from
their conservaltive peers.

Investors reckon the risk of below-tar-
gel inflation is rising globally. While they
saw inflation between 2 percent-3 per-
cent as the more likely oulcome in the
United States and the euro zone at end-
2025, the share of investors who expect
below target inflation rose in both re-
gions this month, a BofA investor survey
showed on Sept 13, just before the Fed-
eral Reserve’s 50 basis-point rate cut. In
Sweden, inflation has been below larget
for three straight months, prompting the
Riksbank to put faster cuts on the cards
on Wednesday.

Growth worries

A key part of the discrepancy is oil pric-
es, which dropped to their lowest in nearly
three years below $69 earlier in September
LCOcl. At around $72 on Thursday, they
were still more than 9 percent lower than
al the Aug 16 cut-off date for the ECB’s lal-
esl economic projeclions. For sure, markels
aren't signaling the kind of ultra-low infla-
tion that prevailed before the COVID-19
pandemic that the ECB struggled to reig-
nite, prompting it to unleash vast bond pur-

chases and a controversial experiment with
negative interest rates.

The swaps point to average inflation of
1.7 percent over the next year. And a key
market gauge of longer-term inflation ex-
pectations, which dropped to a two-year
low earlier in September, remains just a
touch above 2 percent. But crucially, mar-
ket inflation expectations signal disagree-
ment with the ECB’s outlook on growth.
“The market is thinking the ECB is a little
bit optimistic on growth,” said Amundi
Investment Institute’s head of developed
markets strategy Guy Stear, who expects
euro zone growth to improve to 1 percent
next year from 0.8 percent this year, less
than half the rise to 1.3 percent the ECB
expecls.

Income boost?

While acknowledging domeslic de-
mand will be weaker than previously ex-
pected, the ECB reckons goods disinfla-
tion has run its course and expects rising
real incomes to support consumption and
drive growth. But euro zone households
are saving more than they did before the
pandemic and some economists reckon
they are unlikely to run down those sav-
ings and boost consumption as consumer
confidence remains weak.

Nomura economists note that, rath-
er than accumulaling more cash, savers
have upped their asset holdings, making
them less likely to spend. And while vol-
atile, wage growth - which ECB hawks
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FRANKFURT: A man walks past a giant Euro logo at the visitor centre of the Euro-
pean Central Bank (ECB) headquarters, ahead of an ECB press conference on the
Euro-zone’s monetary policy, in Frankfurt am Main, western Germany. - AFP

in particular worry risks keeping ser-
vices inflation high - has slowed more
sharply than the bank expected. Mon-
day’s business aclivily dala, showing
German businesses shedding staff at
the [astest pace in over 15 years outside
of the pandemic, also warranted cau-
tion, economists said. A bleaker eco-
nomic outlook than the ECB expects
would supporl euro zone government
bonds, which have underperformed US
Treasuries this year, investors said.
Indeed, rate-sensitive German two-

year bond yields registered their biggest
daily fall in nearly two months on Mon-
day. “The question simply remains given
the weakness in overall growth... just how
long can the ECB hold onto the idea that
services inflation is sticky and we have
to be patient?” said Barclays’ head of
euro rales stralegy Rohan Khanna. “The
longer they hold onto that argument, it
worsens the economic situation and will
hence force them into deeper cuts, or po-
Lentially even bigger cuts down the line.”
— Reuters

German economy to
shrink again in 2024

BERLIN: Germany’s economy is expected to shrink
slightly in 2024, leading economic institutes said on Thurs-
day, as the traditional manufacturing powerhouse contin-
ues to stagnate. Output in Europe’s largest economy will
decline by 0.1 percent this year, five think tanks said in a
joint statement, after it shrank by 0.3 percent in 2023.The
new figure was a small but significant downgrade on the
institutes’ previous estimate of 0.1 percent GDP growth
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for 2024, made earlier this year.

“The German economy has been stagnating for more
than two years,” the institutes — DIW, Ifo, If'W el IWH
and RWI — said in the joint statement. “A slow recovery
is likely to set in next year, but economic growth will not
return Lo ils pre-coronavirus trend for the foreseeable fu-
ture,” they said. The institutes forecast growth to reach 0.8
percent in 2025, a downward revision on their previous
estimate of 1.4 percent.

For 2026, they predicted the German economy to
expand by 1.3 percent. Germany, traditionally a driver of
European growth, was the only major advanced economy
to shrink in 2023 as it battled high inflation, an industri-
al slowdown and cooling export demand. While inflation

KUWAIT

has slowly come down in 2024, a hoped-for recovery has
failed to materialize between a continued industrial slow-
down and weak demand in key markel China. Mosl re-
cently, the economy underperformed analyst expectations
in the second quarter, shrinking by 0.1 percent.

The factors weighing on the economy “will only
gradually disappear”, DIW’s head of forecasting Ger-
aldine Dany-Knedlik said at a press conference. “The
early indicators for the third quarter suggest that eco-
nomic output will once again fall slightly,” Dany-Kned-
lik said. Besides the weak period for the global econ-
omy, Germany’s problems were being impacted by
“structural change”, she said.

Decarbonization and demographic factors as well as

WEEKLY REPORT
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stronger competition from China were “dampening the
long-term growth prospects”, Dany-Knedlik said. The
effects were being felt particularly in Germany’s key man-
ufacturing industry, which was hard hit by the increase in
energy costs following the Russian invasion of Ukraine in
2022. The rise of competitors in China making high-qual-
ity goods for export is “displacing German exports on
world markets”, the institutes said.

This is particularly true in the case of Germany’s flag-
ship auto industry, which has struggled to keep up with
upstart Chinese manufacturers in the field of electric
vehicles. The rise of Chinese competition and the loss of
market share in China have precipitated a sense of crisis
among German carmakers. — AFP

M (965) 22675140

(©) Al-safat Tower, Hawalli, Beirut St.
alsafatinvest.com

6 research@alsafatinvest.com
alsafatinvestment

@ al-safat-investment-company

Price Movement & Performance Valuation Multiples *

No. Ticker Sector

Open Price Close Price Week High Week Low Range Volume WTD Change WTD % YTD % Support Level Res::tvaer:ce P/E P/B Yield Beta
101 National Bank of Kuwait Banking 881 889 890 876 14 18,045,249 10 1.14% 4.41% 885 895 13.3 1.70 3.8% 1.05
102 Gulf Bank Banking 307 307 310 302 8 37,066,856 -1 -0.32% 14.72% 303 310 18.5 1.46 3.7% 1.28
104 Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait Banking 285 284 292 281 11 5,961,551 -2 -0.70% 27.98% 279 292 15.0 1.18 3.0% 0.96
106 Kuwait International Bank Banking 182 183 185 179 6 16,669,996 1 0.55% 25.66% 180 186 14.5 0.67 2.7% 1.08
107 Burgan Bank Banking 194 193 199 191 8 11,765,585 -4 -2.03% 17.82% 191 197 18.1 0.70 2.9% 1.31
108 Kuwait Finance House Banking 724 723 725 716 9 41,120,610 -1 -0.14% 8.55% 715 725 20.2 2.09 2.7% 1.11
109 Boubyan Bank Banking 588 576 588 568 20 11,834,868 -12 -2.04% 1.76% 567 579 29.3 2.38 1.3% 1.15
201 Kuwait Investment Financial Services 155 155 156 148 8 5,368,777 0 0.00% 22.05% 154 160 9.5 0.71 6.5% 2.01
204 National Investments Financial Services 236 236 238 230 8 10,703,956 -1 -0.42% -1.26% 232 237 32.8 1.02 6.4% 2.03
205 Kuwait Projects Financial Services 97.7 99 103 96.6 6.4 38,859,782 1.3 1.33% -5.71% 97.6 99.5 NM 0.57 0.0% 0.94
212 Arzan Financial Group Financial Services 199 208 210 195 15 56,515,870 12 6.12% 3.01% 202 208 24.2 1.17 0.9% 1.23
222 Aayan Leasing and Investment Financial Services 154 154 155 149 6 10,561,897 1 0.65% -11.49% 151 155} 8.5 1.03 4.9% 1.62
252 Al Imtiaz Investment Financial Services 46.2 49.1 49.9 45.8 4.1 8,144,758 2.6 5.59% -13.10% 47.7 49.1 NM 0.34 0.0% 1.34
401 Kuwait Real Estate Real Estate 235 242 242 234 8 42,220,268 10 4.31% 25.13% 237 246 17.6 1.58 1.6% 1.15
404 Salhia Real Estate Real Estate 427 429 432 421 11 4,923,920 9 2.14% 5.00% 424 434 17.8 1.40 3.3% 0.58
413 Mabanee Real Estate 825 840 850 825 25 1,880,876 -1 -0.12% 5.62% 838 856 17.9 1.86 1.6% 0.94
418 The Commercial Real Estate Real Estate 152 155 161 151 10 17,785,272 g 1.97% 55.00% 150 156 1545 0.94 2.5% 0.68
501 National Industries Financial Services 223 227 227 219 8 13,819,415 4 1.79% 16.84% 226 232 12.8 1.02 2.1% 1.60
505 Gulf Cable Industrials 1,630 1,572 1,641 1,520 121 2,999,118 -57 -3.50% 20.00% 1,522 1,600 16.6 1.27 4.2% 1.11
506 HEISCO Industrials 831 780 831 765 66 1,973,728 -50 -6.02% -4.88% 769 793 17.2 1.95 3.9% 0.91
514 Boubyan Petrochemical Basic Materials 648 643 655 637 18 2,017,771 -2 -0.31% 9.91% 633 655 19.6 1.32 9.3% 0.91
603 Agility Industrials 246 229 248 228 20 37,037,912 -17 -6.91% -55.01% 228 233 7.6 0.68 8.5% 1.58
605 Zain Telecommunications 475 480 482 469 13 27,150,592 7 1.48% -5.33% 476 480 11.1 1.80 7.3% 0.54
623 Human Soft Holding Industrials 2,659 2,682 2,688 2,630 58 518,995 22 0.83% -17.15% 2,675 2,750 8.5 3.50 12.5% 0.61
642 ALAFCO Industrials 230 232 233 229 4 899,286 0 0.00% 28.89% 227 236 14.4 0.95 0.0% 1.19
654 JAZEERA Consumer Discretionary 999 999 1,015 975 40 1,672,037 -15 -1.48% -28.08% 990 1,021 84.1 7.81 2.8% 1.36
813 GFH Financial Group Financial Services 103 103 104 101 3 57,294,127 =il -0.96% 34.99% 102 104 10.9 1.27 4.9% 1.31
821 Warba Bank Banking 193 192 194 188 6 11,774,134 -2 -1.03% 9.42% 188 192 26.7 1.05 0.0% 1.08
822 Kuwait Telecommunications Telecommunications 542 550 553 537 16 3,028,674 8 1.48% -2.31% 548 555 16.4 2.43 6.4% 0.71
823 Mezzan Holding Consumer Staples 907 900 918 899 19 1,350,556 9 1.01% 56.52% 879 949 20.0 2.47 2.2% 0.46
824 Integrated Holding Industrials 525 518 530 509 21 3,442,318 -15 -2.81% 1.57% 510 520 26.8 2.20 3.8% 0.75
827 Boursa Kuwait Financial Services 2,090 2,072 2,091 2,010 81 707,902 -1 -0.05% 20.19% 2,070 2,094 24.9 7.09 3.6% 1.34
830 AL GHANIM Consumer Discretionary 1,089 1,063 1,089 1,049 40 2,007,032 2 0.19% 0.66% 1,033 1,069 9.9 3.47 6.6% 0.84
831 Beyout Investment Financial Services 445 416 447 408 39 4,635,665 -28 -6.31% #VALUE! 408 420 16.4 2.44 0.0% NULL

* As of end of week closing
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China stimulus-led stock rally
pulls Asia and Europe higher

Oil down 2% on report Saudi Arabia preparing to increase output

SINGAPORE: European equities
clung to the coallails of surging Asian
stocks on Thursday, driven by news
of aggressive economic slimulus rom
China and a fall in oil prices on a re-
port Saudi Arabia is preparing to dump
its unofficial crude price target of $100
a barrel. Europe’s Stoxx 600 jumped 1
percent, closing in on August’s all-time
high, while Chinese onshore bluechips
and Hong Kong’s Hang Seng Index. HSI
were both up more than 4 percent. An
index of mainland Chinese property
stocks rose 15 percent.

Driving the optimism was an official
readout from a meeting of China’s po-
litburo that said China would deploy
“necessary fiscal spending” to meet
this year’s economic growth target of
roughly 5 percent, acknowledging new
problems and raising markel expecta-

tions for fresh stimulus on top of mea-
sures announced this week. “Chinese
stimulus measures increasingly look
like a comprehensive package. Earli-
er this week there were rate cuts and
macro prudential measures, now they
are lalking aboul adding a fiscal slim-
ulus which every economist was saying
was the missing link,” said Yvan Mama-
let, senior economist and slralegist al
Kleinwort Hambros.

Reuters reported separately that
China plans Lo issue special sovereign
bonds worth about 2 trillion yuan ($284
billion) this year primarily to stimulate
consumption. Also in the mix, Brent and
US crude futures were each down more
than 2 percent LCOcl, CLcl after the
Financial Times reported Saudi Arabia
is preparing lo abandon ils unofficial
price target of $100 a barrel for crude

as it prepares to increase output.
European energy stocks, down near-
ly 3 percent, were the only sector deep
in the red. Elsewhere the combined
impact of the stories lifted everything
from tech stocks in Europe and Asia.
S&P futures EScl were up 0.75 percent
and Nasdaq futures NQcvl were up
1.34 percent, given an extra boost by an
oul of hours surge by Micron Technolo-
gy after it forecast higher than expect-
ed revenue due to Al demand for chips,
also a factor in Korean gains.
Elsewhere, Europe’s banking drama
continued, and Commerzbank’s CEO
designate said the lender will hold a first
round of lalks with UniCredit on Friday
as the Italian bank presses for a possi-
ble tie-up. Commerzbank shares rose to
their highest since 2011 and were last up
5.5 percent. UniCredit rallied 4 percent.

Rates outlook

Central banks were in focus too, and
the Swiss National Bank cut rates by 25
basis points on Thursday, choosing not Lo
go for a larger 50-bp move that markets
had seen as a possibility. It was the SNB’s
third such move this year. There was a
knee-jerk strengthening in the Swiss franc
against the dollar and euro, but the move
did not hold and it was last at 0.9448 to
the common European currency.

Elsewhere, policy doves at the European
Central Bank are preparing to fight for an
interest rate cul next month after a string
of weaker-than-expected economic data,
a move likely to meel resistance from their
more conservative peers, seven sources told
Reuters. Markets see roughly a 50 percent
chance of a move. “I think the bar is quite
high for the ECB to cut in October, the mes-
sage from (President Christine) Lagarde was

that ‘we'd rather wait until December’, and so
wed need Lo see a very negalive surprise on
inflation,” said Mamalel.

Irench inflation dala is due on Friday, with
more European numbers due next week. In-
veslors were also awailing a raft of speeches
from Federal Reserve policymakers includ-
ing Chair Jerome Powell that may provide
more clues on the US rate outlook ahead of
Iriday’s release of the core personal con-
sumption expenditures (PCE) price index -
the Fed’s preferred measure of inflation.

Markets are now pricing in a roughly
62 percent chance of a 50-bp cut at the
Fed’s November policy meeting and see
a total of 77 bps worth of cuts by the
end of the year. In currencies, the Aus-
tralian and New Zealand dollars drew
additional support from the latest news
oul of China, with the Aussie gaining
0.5% to $0.6861. — Reuters

Burgan Bank receives

prestigious Brandon Hall
Gold Award of Excellence

KUWAIT: lollowing last _#% " o
year’s commendation, Burgan
Bank announced  receiving
the prestigious Brandon Hall -
Group Human Capital Man-
agement (HCM) Gold Award %
of Excellence in the “Learning =
and Development” area un-
der the “Best Use ol Social/
Collaborative Learning” cat-
egory. With entrants partici-
pating from different countries

around the world, Burgan Bank’s latest accolade testifies to
its world-class human resource (HR) practices and its mar-
ket-leading human capital development strategy, which cen-
ters on innovation and fosters a culture of continuous learning.

“We are honored to be recognized for the second con-
secutive year by the esteemed Brandon Hall Group for our
unwavering efforts to adopt the latest learning and develop-
ment technologies and engage our employees in a culture of
collaborative growth,” said Nageeb Amin, General Manag-
er - Human Resources and Development for the Group at
Burgan Bank. “Building a robust learning and development
program is a mandate for success in a markel that is advanc-
ing at supersonic speed. At Burgan Bank, we take pride in
offering our employees state-of-the-art learning tools that
enhance Lheir personal and professional growth experience
and enable them to seamlessly weave development into their
demanding careers.” Upon the review and evaluation of an
impartial panel of veleran, independent senior induslry ex-
perts, Brandon Hall Group analysts, and executives, Burgan
Bank earned the “Learning and Development — Best Use of
Social/Collaborative Learning” Gold Award in recognition
of its innovative methodology for reinforcing cooperation
and the exchange of knowledge across the organization.

The judgment criteria included the alignment of the
Bank’s learning and development program to its overall
business needs and environment, in addition to program
design that adopts integrated adoption methods. Further-
more, entries were judged for the overall user experience
and its effectiveness in achieving the desired outcomes.

The prestigious accolade sheds light on the Bank’s
adoption of various tools and digital channels including
the blog series about Burgan Bank’s ethics and codes of
conduct, the Burgan podcast, the Bank’s LinkedIn-affiliat-
ed digital learning platform, knowledge exchange sessions,
mentoring and coaching programs, and short learning clips.
These learning and development initiatives focus on un-
conventional social learning methods that are tailored to
the dynamic and ever-evolving industry, ingraining effec-
live and bite-sized learning into the Burgan professional
experience and reinforcing the cross-functional team spirit.

In addition to the diverse learning channels and tools,
Burgan Bank also utilizes Al-powered, data-driven insights
about employees’ growth trajectories, areas of expertise,
preferences, and skills to tailor a personalized, self-paced
learning and development plan that encourages autonomy
and ownership. Besides individual development, the in-
sights, analytics capacity, and adaptive technology enable
team leaders to spot skill gaps and new opportunities for
collaboration among the Bank’s different departments.

As a winner of the 32nd annual HCM Excellence
Awards, Burgan Bank is invited to attend the HCM Ex-
cellence Conference and Awards Gala on January 28-30),
2025, in Florida, USA where it will be honored on stage
among a cohort of leading global businesses at the fore-
front of innovative, forward-looking human capital man-
agement. On its mission to remain a top employer of choice,
Great Place to Work® certified Burgan Bank continues to
lead with innovation to attract and retain Kuwait's top cal-
ibers and future leaders. In line with its committed human
capilal development strategy, Burgan Bank offers its staff
numerous learning and development programs that ad-
dress their different needs and varying aspirations.

These programs include the Bank’s {lagship devel-
opment plan, Ro’ya, as well as others such as Entelagah,
Retail Banking Academy, Investment and Wealth Manage-
ment Academy, and Burgan Lab Academy. Moreover, the
Bank remains committed to championing women’s em-
powerment and development through various initiatives
under the “Empower Her” umbrella, such as the Lean In
Circle, the Female Summer Internship Program, and the
Empower Her Seminar.

Brandon Hall Group

HCM Excallance Award

Hong Kong New World
Development replaces
CEO Adrian Cheng

HONG KONG: Hong Kong property behemoth
New World Development announced Thursday
that its chief executive officer Adrian Cheng has
been replaced, as the firm reported an annual loss
of over US$2.5 billion. The move has shaken up
the sprawling business empire run by Hong Kong’s
third-richest family at a time when the Chinese fi-
nance hub has been hit by a prolonged slump in
the housing market. “Dr Cheng Chi-Kong, Adrian
has tendered his resignation as the chief executive
officer of the Company to devote more time on
public services and other personal commitments,”
the company said in a filing to Hong Kong stock
exchange published around 4:45 pm.

It added that he would be replaced with im-
mediate effect by its chief operating officer Ma
Siu-cheung, a former Hong Kong development
minister also known as Eric Ma. “(Ma) will no
longer serve as the chief operating officer of the
Company,” it said. Share trading in New World
Development in Hong Kong will resume when
markets open Friday, ending a day-long trading
suspension which also affected the retail unit New
World Department Store China. On Thursday, the
firm also announced losses attributable to share-
holders totaling HK$19.68 billion (US$2.5 billion)
in the year ending June 30, 2024 - which will mark
New World’s first annual loss in two decades.

In that period, core operating profit fell 18 per-
cent to HK$6.9 billion. Cheng, 44, is a grandson
of late billionaire Cheng Yu-tung and was once
considered the heir apparent in the sprawling

‘LulLu World Food’ a
celebration of global
foods and cuisines

KUWAIT: LuLu Hypermarket, Kuwail’s leading
retailer, announced the launch of its highly an-
ticipated ‘LuL.u World Food’ promotion at all its
outlets in the country. From 25 September to 8
October shoppers can embark on a culinary jour-
ney around the globe, exploring a diverse range
of international flavors, as well as shop for global
food products at unbelievable compelitive prices.

The grand opening ceremony at the LuL.u Hy-
permarket Al Rai outlet on 25 September kicked
off the festivities with a star-studded event. Re-
nowned South Indian actress Anarkali Marikar
and Kuwaili Arabic Chef Lina Jbeili graced the oc-
casion and added a touch of celebrity excitement
to the opening ceremony, which was attended by
LuLu Kuwail's top management and representa-
tives of event sponsors.

24

¥R g

New Warld Tawer

HONG KONG: People walk past the headquarters of New World Development at

on September 26, 2024. — AFP

business empire which spans property, jewelry,
department stores and logistics. The Cheng clan
is valued at US$22.1 billion by Forbes magazine.
Cheng joined the board of New World Develop-
ment in 2007 as ils executive director and was
appointed its CEO in 2020, when the company’s
revenues slumped by nearly a quarter mid-year
to mid-year. He launched the “K11” brand which
aimed Lo mix culture, art and retail, and was cred-
ited as the driving force behind two high-end
malls in Hong Kong.

During the promotion period, shoppers can
indulge in a world of culinary delights as the hy-
permarket offers incredible deals and discounts on
an extensive array of food calegories, including a
wide variely of fresh meat cuts and fresh seafood
with ‘Meet A Meat’ and ‘Go Fish’ sections. From
fresh produce and groceries to even home appli-
ances and kilchen essentials, there is something Lo
salisly every Laste bud and cooking need.

The promotion is also packed with excit-
ing contests and competitions for all ages and
tastes. Aspiring chefs can showcase their skills
in the “Wow the Master Chel” compelition, while
young culinary enthusiasts can participate in the
‘Cake Decoration Contests for Kids’ and ‘Junior
Chef’ contests. All participants will receive con-
solation prizes, and winners will be rewarded
with exciting rewards.

The two-week long ‘Lul.u World Food’ is trans-
forming LuLu Hypermarket outlets into a show-
case for food products and cuisines from around
the world. Visitors have the opportunity to explore
dedicated seclions fealuring culinary delights
from various countries, including Indian, Mexican,
Korean, Italian, Spanish, Arabic, and Conlinental
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New World Tower in Hong Kong

Cheng will take on the role of a non-executive
vice-chairman of New World, the company said
Thursday. The property arm is the largest unit
of New World, controlling HK$470.2 billion in
assels by the end of 2023. New World’s shares
have fallen by about a third since the turn of the
year as Hong Kong suffers the longest property
market downturn since the SARS outbreak in
2003. The city has lost at least HK$2.1 trillion
since 2019, according to a Bloomberg Intelli-
gence analysis in June. — AFP

cuisines. The specially curated ‘Global Foodie’
section offers an even more diverse international
culinary experience.

Customers can indulge in a deleclable selection
of freshly baked goods at the ‘Best Bake’ section,
and a variely of savory and sweel snacks served al
the ‘Snack Time’ section. Additionally, ‘Desi Dhaba’
and ‘Naadan Thattukada’ let the customers discov-
er North and South Indian flavors. Also during the
promotion period, shoppers will have the chance
Lo wilness a host of record-breaking ‘longest’ and
‘biggesl’ food items, including ‘Longest Shawarma’
‘Biggest Burger’, ‘Biggest Pizza’, ‘Biryani Dhamaka’,
‘Longest Sandwich’, ‘Longest Cakes, and selling
several other new culinary records.

The ‘LuLu World Food’ promotion is made pos-
sible by the support of esteemed sponsors like Al-
wazan, Bayara, Alfia, Belly Crocker, Kitco, IFFCO,
Noor, London Dairy, Tiffany Biscuits, Americana,
Seara, Lurpak, Puck, Kraft, ETI, Maggi, Nestle,
Sadia, Lamb Weslon, McCain, President, Altayeb,
Panasonic, Kenwood, and Philip. With a wide
range of delicious foods, exciling contests, and in-
credible offers, there is something for everyone Lo
enjoy al the Lul.u World Food [estival.
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Voices of resilience

Exhibition pays tribute to “‘Women in Times of War in Palestine’

Sheikha Jawaher Al-Sabah

The opening of the exhibition event
featured a discussion panel of distin-
guished speakers, including Sheikha
Intisar Salem Al-Sabah, founder of the
Intisar Foundation; Sheikha Jawaher
Ibrahim Al-Duaij Al-Sabah, Assistant
Minister of Foreign Affairs for Human
Rights; Dr. Faisal Al-Hajri, a urology spe-
cialist; Dr. Hussain Al-Mutairi, an ortho-
pedic consultant and former chairman
of the health committee in the National
Assembly; and Maha Al-Barjas, Secre-
tary-General of the Kuwait Red Crescent
Society. Notable attendees included
Deputy Foreign Minister Sheikh Jarrah
Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, various am-
bassadors and other esteemed guests.

he Intisar Foundation organized an exhibition themed “Women in Times of War in Pal-

estine” at the Contemporary Art Platform (CAP), under the patronage of Minister of

Foreign Affairs Abdullah Al-Yahya and attendance of Deputy Foreign Minister Sheikh
Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, featuring more than 100 artists from 20 countries.

Sheikha Intisar emphasized the impor-
tance of mental health and sustainable
peace, as well as Kuwait's leadership in
human rights, peace and women'’s issues.
She recalled the collaboration with Ku-
wait Red Crescent Society in 2017 aimed
at raising awareness about the suffering
of Arab women and children affected by
war, which inspired the event at CAP. The
exhibition showcased artists conveying
powerful messages through art.

Sheikha Intisar highlighted the lack
of attention given to women’s mental
health, noting that they are often the
most affected by trauma in conflict situa-
tions. “Women frequently prioritize their
families’ needs over their own, making
them more vulnerable to psychological
issues resulting from war,” she stated.

This recognition of women’s unique
struggles led to the establishment of
the Intisar Foundation, which incorpo-
rates drama therapy as a key compo-
nent of its mental health initiatives. This
approach blends psychology with the-
atrical techniques, allowing women to
express themselves and connect with
their emotions in a supportive environ-
ment. Sheikha Intisar noted how drama
therapy has proven effective for trauma
recovery, fostering a sense of commu-
nity among participants and facilitating

Deputy Foreign Minister Sheikh Jarrah Al-Sabah tours the exhibition.

healing through shared experiences.

Sheikha Jawaher elaborated on the need for protective
mechanisms for women in wartime, emphasizing that their
narratives often reveal distinct and profound suffering.
Women face challenges such as displacement, loss, and
caregiving responsibilities amidst conflict. “The worst situa-
tion of all is when a woman needs to give birth during war,’
Sheikha Jawaher highlighted.

The discussions concluded with a call to action for imple-
menting existing agreements aimed at women’s protection
and rights, such as the Women, Peace and Security resolu-
tion. Participants stressed the importance of translating
these agreements into tangible support and advocacy ef-
forts to make a meaningful difference in the lives of women
affected by war.

1
Gallery Manager at CAP Ofelia Vardanyan

Visitors look at artworks of the exhibition “Women in Times of War
in Palestine” at the Contemporary Art Platform (CAP).

Artwork reflecting children’s suffering in Gaza. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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Crew of The Tempest (2022)
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Crew of Hamlet (2019)

Iriday, September 27, 2024

Shakespearean plays experience resurgence in Kuwait with local talent and enthusiasm

By Essa Haitham

hakespearean plays are experiencing a resurgence in popularity in Kuwait. Many of the plays performed
are timeless classics, including significant works such as A Midsummer Night’s Dream, The Tempest,
Hamlet and most recently, Macbeth. This latest production of Macbeth was brought to life by Alison Shan
Price MBE and Kuwaiti director Hamad Al-Jenaie, and even included the esteemed actress Dame Judi Dench.

All these iconic plays were performed
by talented local actors. The One World
Actors Centre, associated with Act Me-
dia Kuwait, was established in 2022
by Jenaie to promote Shakespearean
theatre in the country. One of the most
groundbreaking performances was de-
livered by Yousef Al-Nasser in Hamlet,
where his delivery of the famous line “To
be or not to be” went viral across Kuwait.

Dr Shahd Al-Shammri, Associate Pro-
fessor of Literature and Creative Writing,
who teaches Shakespeare, drama and
poetry, stated: “Kuwaiti director Hamad
Al-denaie is the leading expert today on
adapting William Shakespeare’s plays.
It is necessary to keep adapting Shake-
speare, making his plays contemporary,
and moving beyond Western under-
standings.”

She further added: “In Kuwait, there
is still so much to be learned from read-
ing or watching Shakespearean plays.
The themes are always universal; we
all experience love, betrayal, friendship
and other human emotions that change
throughout our lives. | urge everyone to
watch or read a Shakespearean play.
| would start with Macbeth, Hamlet or
Othello. Most people love Romeo and
Juliet for its love story, but there’s more
to Shakespeare than that.”

Ahmed Abdullah, an avid fan of
Shakespearean plays, expressed his
appreciation for the growing number
of performances in Kuwait. However,
he also shared that more Shakespear-

Dr Shahd Al-Shammri

ean plays need to be staged. He not-
ed that he had attended productions of
Hamlet, A Midsummer Night’s Dream
and Macbeth performed in Arabic by
LOYAC students in Kuwait, and found
them captivating. He believes more
such performances could spark a love
for Shakespeare’s originals.

Shaimaa Ahmed, a crew member for
one of the Shakespearean plays, shared
her journey, saying, “l am majoring in En-
glish literature, with a particular interest
in theatre — a crucial element in literary
studies, especially Shakespeare’s works.
To immerse myself in theatre, | decided to
participate in Hamad Al-Jenaie’s adapta-
tion of Macbeth, titled McBeath. | joined
the production as an ensemble member,
initially believing this role might not offer

the full theatrical experience. However, |
quickly realized the value of my position,
as it allowed me to attend nearly every
rehearsal and observe the intricate pro-
cess of bringing Shakespeare to life.”

She added: “Although | did not play
a major role, this involvement gave me
a unique perspective on the dedica-
tion and creativity of the actors, which
was profoundly inspiring. Additionally, |
gained valuable experience in the tech-
nical aspects of theatre, such as scene
transitions, lighting and sound.”

This production was Shaimaa’s first
experience in a large-scale performance.
“| felt anxious and shy, but participating
in this Shakespeare play proved to be a
pivotal moment in my academic and per-
sonal journey. It challenged me, pushed
me out of my comfort zone, and ultimate-
ly became an experience | am proud of,
enhancing both my understanding of
theatre and my appreciation for the art
form,” she said.

On April 19, 2024, a full English pro-
duction of Macbeth took place at the
Yarmouk Cultural Center, featuring local
actors such as Nader Abdullah as Mac-
beth, Louise Durnin as Lady Macbeth,
and Brian MclLaughlin as Banquo. This
historic event welcomed over 700 audi-
ence members on opening night.

Many attendees claimed that this
show sparked a newfound admiration
for the original plays of William Shake-
speare. In the past, Shakespearean
plays were performed in Arabic rather
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than the original English, but now even
British schools in Kuwait have adapt-
ed famous plays like Romeo and Juliet
and Macbeth.

Despite some viewing Macbeth as a
“cursed” play due to superstitions, many
admire its tragic story about a king who
loses his sanity and betrays those clos-
est to him. One standout production

I

Crew of Macbeth (2024)

that captured the community’s attention
was the 2019 staging of Hamlet, star-
ring Yousef Al-Nasser in the lead role.
This production was so successful that
it inspired many people to read the orig-
inal play, and it became clear that these
famous works of Shakespeare would
eventually take center stage in Kuwait.

Support needed to discover
Kuwait’s athletic talent

- Sa g b e IL; et

By Zainab Abbas

uwaitis are considered some of the most tal-

ented people when it comes to sports. Ku-

wait Times spoke to an Olympic athlete who

greed that Kuwaiti athletes have made

the country proud by representing it on the inter-

national stage and sharing its culture with others.

However, the lack of prioritization for sports talent

can limit their potential. Greater support is needed

from sports clubs and the ministry of education to
discover and nurture new talent among the youth.

In an interview with Kuwait Times, Mohammed

Mustafa, a retired athlete, shared his thoughts.

Hiker Mahmoud Ramadhan conquers Mount Everest step by step.

“What role do you think sports clubs or the min-
istry of youth affairs could play in discovering and
supporting young athletic talent in Kuwait?” he
asked. “I believe they should identify young talent
from schools by organizing annual tournaments,
sponsored and managed by professional coaches
and trainers from official sports clubs in Kuwait.
Additionally, special care should be given to stu-
dents who are selected from these tournaments to
represent Kuwait on the national team across vari-
ous sports. This way, they can represent Kuwait in
international competitions worldwide.”

Hussain Mohammed, a young athlete involved
in basketball and CrossFit, noted: “What do you
think is the key factor in discovering talented ath-
letes in our community? | feel like many athletes
remain undiscovered because people think sports
are a waste of time and don’t take them seriously.
However, since | started playing sports at a young
age, I’'ve noticed that many people with incredi-
ble talent don’t get enough recognition. | believe
coaches should encourage and support athletes
who show great potential in excelling in their sport.
The community also needs to take sports more se-
riously to offer broader support.”

International taekwondo athlete Ibrahim Aqgeel
shared his approach to discovering talent. “When
| used to scout for talent, | would take a notebook
from the club and visit schools. | discovered many
talented students this way, inviting them to train at
the club for about a month or two. It was through
this process that | identified the most skilled tae-
kwondo players. Back in the day, there weren’t as
many academies as there are now.”

Mahmoud Ramadhan, a hiker and coach, em-
phasized that Kuwait offers a wide variety of local
and private sports clubs, creating an encouraging
environment for both beginners and professional
athletes to work on their fitness. “Additionally, the
ministry of youth affairs is facilitating the establish-
ment of more sports clubs across Kuwait to encour-
age people to make fitness a part of their daily rou-
tines. Talented athletes can be discovered through
the increasing number of local and regional tourna-
ments and competitions, which are held more fre-
quently in Kuwait and the surrounding region, es-
pecially during the winter season,” he pointed out.

\
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Mohammed Mustafa: Racing with determination, fin-
ishing with pride

Ibrahim Aqgeel: Rising to greatness, one powerful
kick at a time
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Fun make-ahead
lunchboxideas

By Nebal Snan

cking lunchboxes for kids to take to school. Between balancing
nutrition and flavor and making the meals look visually appealing,
packing your kids' lunch can easily become overwhelming. Each day
brings its own challenges: catering to your kids'whims, especially if theyre
picky eaters, accommodating dietary restrictions, and trying to keep the
food interesting enough for them to actually eat it. The morning rush
adds to the chaos, turning what should be a simple task into a source of
stress. But we're here to help! With a little planning, lunchbox prep won't
be something you worry about every morning. We've rounded up some
snacks that you can prepare ahead of time, making packing lunchboxes
on busy mornings a breeze. The recipes are versatile enough to keep even
the pickiest of eaters excited about lunchtime.

Scni;ools are back in full swing, and so is the ever-challenging task of

Mediterranean savory muffins

Brighten up your child’s lunchbox with these delicious savory
muffins! Packed with flavor from feta cheese, sun-dried toma-
toes, and fresh spinach, these muffins are tasty and nutritious.
They also offer a delightful twist to the usual sandwich routine,
providing kids with a tasty and satisfying meal. These muffins
can be prepared in advance, so you can bake a batch over the
weekend and have a delicious option ready for busy school
mornings. They can be enjoyed warm or at room temperature,
meaning your little ones will love them no matter when they eat.

Ingredients (makes 12 muffins)

« 1 % cups all-purpose flour

- 1 tablespoon baking powder

« %2 teaspoon salt

« 1 teaspoon dried oregano

« /2 teaspoon garlic powder

+ 1 cup milk

- 2 large eggs

« Y4 cup olive oil

« % cup crumbled feta cheese

« 4 cup chopped sun-dried tomatoes (oil-packed, drained if necessary)
« V4 cup black olives, sliced (optional)

« ¥4 cup chopped fresh spinach or kale (optional)
« Fresh herbs for garnish (like parsley or basil)

Instructions:

1. Preheat your oven to 375°F (190°C). Grease a muffin tin or
line it with paper liners.

2. Mix dry ingredients: In a large bowl, whisk together the
flour, baking powder, salt, oregano, and garlic powder until well
combined.

3. Combine wet ingredients: In another bowl, whisk together
the milk, eggs, and olive oil until smooth.

4. Put the wet and dry ingredients together: Pour the wet in-
gredients into the dry ingredients and stir gently until just com-
bined. Avoid overmixing.

5. Add fillings: Fold in the feta cheese, sun-dried tomatoes,
olives, and spinach (if using) until evenly distributed.

6. Bake: Spoon the batter into the prepared muffin tin, filling
each cup about two-thirds full. Bake for 20-25 minutes, or until
the muffins are golden brown and a toothpick inserted in the
center comes out clean.

7. Allow the muffins to cool in the tin for a few minutes before
transferring them to a wire rack. Garnish with fresh herbs if desired.

Antipasto skewers

Looking for a creative lunch idea that your kids will actually want to
eat? These school-friendly antipasto skewers are just the ticket! They're
colorful, packed with flavor, and super simple to put together. Plus, they
give you the chance to mix and match all sorts of ingredients, making

them perfect for picky eaters. They're also a fantastic way to introduce
kids to new flavors and textures in a fun, bite-sized format. They can be
prepped in advance, allowing for a quick grab-and-go option for busy
mornings. These skewers aren't just great for school lunches; they're
also awesome for picnics or after-school snacks.

Ingredients:

- Five 6-inch wooden or plastic skewers

+ 15-20 cubes of mozzarella or cheddar

+ 10-15 slices of salami or turkey

+ 10 cherry tomatoes, 1 cucumber (sliced), or half a bell pepper cut into chunks
- 10 pitted black or green olives or five small pickles

« Balsamic vinaigrette or Italian dressing (in a small container for dipping)

Instructions:

1. Prepare ingredients: Cube the cheese and cut the meat into bite-
sized pieces. Slice the vegetables as needed.

2. Assemble skewers: Take a skewer and start adding ingredients. For
example, you can start with the cheese, then meat, cherry tomato, cu-
cumber, and olive. Repeat until the skewer is filled, leaving a little space
at the end for easy handling. Aim for 3-4 pieces of each ingredient per
skewer for variety. Place the skewers in a lunchbox, and include a small
container of balsamic vinaigrette or Italian dressing for dipping.

Storage: These skewers can be made the night before and stored in
the fridge, making for a quick and convenient lunch option.

Customization: Feel free to swap out any ingredients based on your
child’s preferences or dietary restrictions.

Presentation: For a fun twist, let your kids help assemble the skewers.
It's a great way to get them involved in lunch prep!

WHAT'S ON
IN KUWAIT

Event: Guided Art Program Workshop
Location: Art Space - The Scientific Center
Date: September 26-27, 2024

Event: Comfest Popup
Location: Kuwait International Fairground
Date: September 26-28, 2024

Event: Cook Korea
Location: Madang Korean Cultural Center
Date: September 26-28, 2024

Event: Pottery Painting
Location: Mall 55
Date: September 28, 2024

Event: The Garden of Earthly Delights - Water-
colors Experience

Location: Laduree at The Avenues

Date: September 27, 2024

Event: Saturday Kids Club Art - Q8
Location: Popup Studio
Date: September 28, 2024

Iriday, September 27, 2024

Onigiri (Japanese rice balls)

Onigiri, or Japanese rice balls, are a nutritious lunch option that
kids will want on repeat, especially if they're anime fans. These hand-
held balls are not only fun to eat but also versatile, allowing you to
customize them with a variety of fillings to suit your kid’s taste. You
can also shape onigiri into different shapes using molds or wrap them
in colorful nori, which is sure to put a smile on your child’s face come
lunchtime. And if you make them ahead of time, they can be lifesavers
on those busy school mornings.

Ingredients: (Makes four balls)

+ 2 cups sushi rice or short-grain rice

+ 2 1/2 cups water (for cooking the rice)

+ 1-2 tbsp cooked vegetables (like spinach, avocados or carrots)
- 1 tablespoon rice vinegar

- Salt to taste

- 2 sheets of seaweed (cut into strips or squares)

- Sesame seeds for garnish

Instructions:

1. Cook the Rice:

- Rinse the rice under cold water until the water runs clear. Drain well.

- In a pot, combine the rinsed rice and water. Bring to a boil, then reduce
heat to low, cover, and simmer for about 15 minutes or until the water is ab-
sorbed. Remove from heat and let it sit, covered, for 10 minutes.

2.Season the Rice:

- Mix the rice vinegar and salt into the cooked rice while it’s still warm. This
adds flavor and helps the rice stick together.

3. Shape the Onigiri:

- Wet your hands with water (to prevent sticking) and take a handful of
rice (about 1/4 cup).

- Flatten it slightly in your palm and add about 1 tablespoon of filling in
the center.

- Carefully mold the rice around the filling to form a triangle or ball shape.
Press gently to ensure it holds together.

- Wrap the onigiri with a strip of nori for added flavor and easy handling.

Storage: Onigiri can be made the night before and stored in the refrig-
erator. They're best enjoyed the next day but can be eaten cold or at room
temperature.

Customization: Get creative with fillings! You can use anything from
cooked chicken to avocado. Use onigiri molds if you want to create different
shapes or designs.

Dipping Sauce: Pack a small container of soy sauce for dipping, if desired.

Egg Bites
Say hello to your new lunchbox hero: Egg bites! Egg bites are packed
with protein, ensuring your kids will feel satisfied until they get home af-
ter a long school day. With options to add cheese, veggies, or even bits of
beef or turkey bacon, they can pack a lot of nutrients and give your kids
energy for both learning and play. They're best made in advance and you
can keep them in the refrigerator for up to five days.

Ingredients: (makes 12 muffin-sized egg bites)

+ 6 large eggs

« % cup milk (or heavy cream for a richer texture)

+ 1 cup shredded cheese (cheddar, mozzarella, or your choice)

« % cup diced vegetables (bell peppers, spinach, onions, or mushrooms)
- V4 cup cooked and crumbled beef or turkey bacon or sausage (optional)
- Salt and pepper to taste

- Optional: fresh herbs (like chives or parsley) for added flavor

Instructions:

1. Preheat your oven to 350°F (175°C). Grease a muffin tin or use silicone

muffin cups.

2. Prepare the egg mixture: In a large mixing bowl, whisk together the

eggs and milk until well combined. Season with salt and pepper.

3. Fold in the fillings: Stir in the shredded cheese, diced vegetables, and

any optional ingredients like cooked beef or turkey bacon or herbs.

4.Bake: Pour the egg mixture into the prepared muffin tin, filling each cup

about two-thirds full. Bake for 20-25 minutes, or until the egg bites are

puffed and set. A toothpick inserted in the center should come out clean.
5. Allow the egg bites to cool slightly before removing them from the

muffin tin. Serve warm or let them cool completely and store in the refrig-

erator for up to five days.

Event: International Translation Day
i Location: Kuwait National Library
i Date: September 30, 2024
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First Japanese baseball player who
forged path for Ohtani 60 years ago

Murakami: Ohtani ‘model’ baseball player and perfect ambassador for Japan

YOKOHAMA: Shohei Ohtani has made
Major League Baseball history but it was
Masanori Murakami who laid the ground-
work 60 years ago when he became the
first Japanese player in MLB.

Los Angeles Dodgers superstar Ohtani
last week became the first player ever to
hit 50 home runs and steal 50 bases in a
single season Lo add Lo his growing list of
achievements.

The 30-year-old is a baseball great in
the making and hugely popular both at
home in Japan and in the United States.
All that may not have been possible with-
out compatriot Murakami, who in Sep-
tember 1964 made his debut for the San
Francisco Giants and had to dely abuse
from opposing fans, with World War I
still fresh in people’s minds.

Now 80 and with a twinkle in his eye,
Murakami says Ohtani is a “model” base-
ball player and the perfect ambassador
for Japan. “Lots of American people want
to come to Japan to visit,” he told AFP at
an exhibition of his baseball memorabilia
in Yokohama.

“Ohtani is worth as much to Japa-
nese-American friendship as thousands
of everyday people. I think everyone in
the world loves him. “Who doesn’t love
him? Only opposing teams’ batters.”

Not since the legendary Babe Ruth

100 years ago has there been a play-
er capable of pitching and hitting on a
regular basis like Ohtani, although he is
concentrating only on batting in his first
season with the Dodgers. Ohtani joined
the leam [rom the Los Angeles Angels
last year on a 10-year deal worth $700
million, the richest contract in American
sports history.

Post-war pride

Things were very different when
Murakami joined the Giants from Japan’s
Nankai Hawks as a “baseball exchange
student” in the 1960s.

The move was only supposed to last
a few months but he ended up slaying
longer and made his major league debut
against the New York Mets at a packed
Shea Stadium later that year.

Murakami says he spoke no English
when he arrived in the United States and
carried a dictionary with him everywhere
he went. “Today’s generation are very fa-
miliar with the US but in my day we just
thought of it as a far-away place,” he said.

“I suddenly found myself in a place
that I knew nothing about.”

Murakami says he had to put up with
slurs from rival fans but he was seen as
a hero by Japanese-Americans, two de-
cades after the end of World War II. He

Under-fire Bangladesh ex-skipper

YOKOHAMA: This photo taken on September 21, 2024 shows Masanori Murakami, the
first Japanese player to play in Major League Baseball (MLB) in the US, talking about
some of the memorabilia on display, before an interview with AFP in Yokohama. —AFP

recalls an elderly Japanese-American
man coming up to him and shaking his
hand after a game where Murakami had
thrown a rosin bag in the air after arguing
with the umpire.

“The man said that when the war start-
ed, the Americans took property from

Japanese people in San Francisco and put
them into camps,” said Murakami.

“Even after the war ended, they
weren't able to say no to American peo-
ple—they were too scared. “They were
happy that I could do that on the baseball
field, 20 vears after the war ended.”

w

Record-breaking
Springbok Etzebeth
seeks another trophy

MBOMBELA: Eben Etzebeth will seek to write
another chapter in an already storied career
when he takes the field for the Springboks in
their Rugby Championship title decider against
Argentina at Mbombela Stadium on Saturday.

The towering forward will become South
Alfrica’s most-capped rugby Test player as he
makes his 128th appearance, overtaking fellow
lock Victor Matfield, who retired in 2015. The
32-year-old will hope to finish his record-break-
ing day by holding aloft the Rugby Champion-
ship trophy, which South Africa will secure un-
less Argentina can win with a bonus point and
prevent the Springboks from earning a point.

Etzebeth has already been in two Rugby
World Cup-winning teams—in 2019 in Japan
and 2023 in France—and part of a victorious
team against the visiting British and Irish Lions
in 2021. He was a member of a team which won
a shortened Rugby Championship in 2019, but
South Africa have yel to come out on top in a
full six-match programme since the southern
hemisphere championship was expanded to four
teams with the inclusion of Argentina from 2012.

Springbok coach Rassie Erasmus said the
team wanted to make Saturday’s match “a spe-
cial day” for Etzebeth. “If we can win the title and
finish the competition off with a victory it would
be a massive occasion for the team and Eben as
an individual,” said Erasmus.

Matfield led a chorus of praise for the
2.03-metre, 122-kilogram giant. He highlighted
Etzebeth’s “athleticism and physicality” and his
leadership qualities. “I really believe he'’s the

right-hand man of (captain) Siya (Kolisi),” said

Matfield in a SuperSport TV discussion. “In the
huddles, especially when they are under pres-

sure, he’s the guy talking—mnot just talking, but

leading from the front.”

‘Rock of the pack’

Former Springboks coach Nick Mallett said
Etzebeth combined the best qualities of Matfield

and Bakkies Botha, the other lock in a highly-ac-

claimed pairing who anchored the Springbok
scrum when South Africa won the 2007 World

Cup in France. “He’s got Victor’s athleticism, re-
ally good ball skills and a feel for the game. He's

got speed and he’s got (Botha’s) physicality in
the ball carries and in the areas of the line-outs.

“He’s a nightmare to play against because of his

defensive abilities. He’s been the rock of the pack

ever since he got in.”

Etzebeth first attracted attention when he
starred for the University of Cape Town in a tele-
vised Varsity Cup final in 2011. He played for the

national under-20 team the same year. Barely a
year later, aged 20, he made his debut for South

Africa against England in June 2012.

Etzebeth grew up in the tough northern sub-
urbs of Cape Town. His father, Harry, was a wres-
tler and his uncle, Cliffie, was a Springbok wres-

tler and a renowned “hard man” prop forward for

Western Province in the 1970s and early 1980s.
Although he is now one of the most impos-
ing figures in international rugby, he played as

a three-quarter for most of his school career

before a growth spurt of 20 centimetres when
he was 16 led to a place in the pack. Now he is
firmly established as one of world rugby’s big-
gest stars in every sense of the word.

He has played a key role for the Springboks in

a season in which he and newcomer Ruan Nort-

je have had a heavy workload in the absence of

several leading locks, including World Cup win-

ners Lood de Jager, Franco Mostert, Jean Kleyn

and RG Snyman. — AFP

Shakib announces retirement

KANPUR: Bangladesh ex-captain
Shakib Al Hasan, facing prosecution
for his relationship with the country’s
former leader, said Thursday he would
soon relire from international cricket
but hoped to play at least one more
match back home first.

Shakib is facing murder charges
along with dozens of other members
of ex-premier Sheikh Hasina’s party
who have been accused of culpability
in a deadly police crackdown on pro-
lesters. The 37-year-old, who brieflly
served as a lawmaker under Hasina this
year, has nol returned Lo Bangladesh
since the Loppling of her government
last month in a student-led revolution.

Shakib said that next year’s Cham-
pions Trophy in Pakistan would be his
last international outing. But he added
that he wanted to return home for a
slated two-Test series against South
Africa, and had asked the Bangladesh
Cricket Board if he could come back.

“I's my desire, I have said this lo
BCB and the selectors,” Shakib told
reporters ahead of [Friday’s second
Test against India in Kanpur. “They
agreed with me, that they are lrying
to organise everything if possible, so
that I can go back to Bangladesh, play
those two Test matches in Mirpur and

finish my Test career there.”

He added: “If that doesn’t happen
mavybe Lhis is my last one.” The South
Africa tour due to start on October 21
is still under a cloud, with the Prote-
as assessing whether Bangladesh is
safe enough after last month’s revo-
lution. Shakib told reporters ahead of
Iriday’s second Tesl against India in
Kanpur that he did not “want to talk
much” about the criminal proceedings
against him.

“You all know what type of case it
is, and where I was and what [ was do-
ing at that time,” he said. Shakib was
playing in a domestic Twenty20 crick-
et competition in Canada during the
unrest that ousted Hasina. He said he
hoped to return home to play the swan
song of his Tesl career against South
Africa if the series went ahead.

“l am a citizen of Bangladesh, so
I shouldn’t have any problem going
back to Bangladesh,” he said. “My
concern is my safety and securily in
Bangladesh. My close friends and
family members are concerned. I hope
things are gelling belter.”

‘Right time for me’
Shakib said he had already called
time on his T20 career following the

Shakib Al Hasan

World Cup in June. “I played my last
malch during my last game of the
World Cup. We have discussed this
with selectors and board,” he said.
“This is the right time for me to move
on and BCB will look into some new
players.”

Shakib said that he would play his
final 50-over matches at the Cham-
pions Trophy, which will be hosted
by Pakistan in February. “I have eight
games Lo go in ODIs and the Cham-
pions Trophy will be last,” he said.
Shakib was the driving force of the
Bangladesh team’s rise to become

Forgotten man

Murakami wanted to stay with the
Giants in San Irancisco but returned to
Japan in 1966 after a dispute over which
team owned his contract. The row led to
a new rule that prevented Japanese play-
ers from moving to the US—one which
lasted until pitcher Hideo Nomo found
a loophole that allowed him to join the
Dodgers in 1995.

Nomo’s success opened the floodgates
for Japanese players in MLB. Murakami
says his own conlribution has been large-
ly forgotten in his home country.

“Everyone in Japan thinks that Nomo
was the first,” he said. “One of the worst
tendencies Japan has is not telling its base-
ball history. In the US, they tell their histo-
ry. “I wenl before Nomo was even born,”
he added. Murakami is not bitter however,
and he is captivated by Ohtani’s exploits
with the Dodgers this season. He believes
Ohtani’s success is down to more than just
his abilily on the baseball diamond.

“Ohtani has a translator but he gets
on very well with the other players—
they’re always laughing and joking to-
gether,” Murakami said. “Some Japanese
players who've gone to the US aren't
able to do that. They hit a home run and
there’s no emotional reaction. “Ohtani is
part of the group.” — AFP

serious international contenders, en-
thralling fans through both star turns
and scandals.

He remains the only player to
have topped the International Crick-
et Council all-rounder rankings in all
three formats simultaneously. Shakib
played a key role in his team’s historic
Test series sweep in Pakistan earlier
this month, and went to England lo
play county cricket for Surrey before
heading to India. He has represented
Bangladesh in 70 Tests, 247 ODIs and
129 'T20 matches since his internation-
al debut in 2006. — AFP

Stokes on track
for Pakistan tour

TOKYO: Taylor Fritz of the US hits a return to France’s Arthur Fils during their men’s singles match at the
Japan Open tennis tournament in Tokyo on September 26, 2024. — AFP

Fritz loses on
day of shocks
at Japan Open

TOKYO: US Open finalist Taylor Fritz crashed out
of the Japan Open in the first round on Thursday and
Irances Tiafoe and Stefanos Tsitsipas joined him on
a day of shocks in Tokyo. Top seed Fritz, who this
month became the first American man lo reach a
Grand Slam final since 2009, was bundled out 6-4,
3-6, 6-3 by France’s Arthur Fils.

It came just hours after number seven seed Tiafoe,
who lost to Fitz in the US Open semi-finals, was
eliminated with a 7-5, 6-3 loss to fellow American
Brandon Nakashima. Greece’s Tsitsipas, the number
four seed, went out with a 4-6, 6-1, 6-2 defeat to
American qualifier Alex Michelsen.

World number seven Ititz won the Japan Open
title in 2022 but met his match in the energetic
20-year-old Fils. Frilz needed a medical lime-out
Lo deal with a back issue during the second sel. He
could not recover as world number 24 Fils closed
out the match in just over two hours to set up a sec-
ond-round match with Italy’s Malteo Berrellini.

Iritz played at the Laver Cup in Berlin after the
US Open and said his schedule had been “a lot late-
ly”. “I obviously would have liked more time to pre-
pare but that being said, I actually feel like I played a
pretty good match and a pretty good level,” he said.

“Some things I wish I could have done better but,
all in all, I don’t think I played bad by any means. It
was mostly too good from Arthur.” Tsitsipas’s woes
deepened after losing to world number 49 Michelsen.

The Greek world number 12 took the first set but
had no answer to his 49th-ranked opponent for the
rest of the match, losing in 1hr 48min. A two-lime
Grand Slam finalist, Tsitsipas was bundled out in the
first round at the US Open last month after ending
his long-lime coaching collaboration with his fa-
ther, Apostolos.

Tsitsipas said after losing to Australian Thanasi
Kokkinakis at the final Grand Slam of the year that he
was “nothing compared to the player I was before”
and spoke of “long-term burnout”. The former world
number three has slipped out of the top 10 and has
won just two titles in two seasons.

Defending Japan Open champion Ben Shelton
went through with a 3-6, 6-1, 6-4 win over fellow
American Reilly Opelka. Number eight seed Shelton,
who will play Argentina’s Mariano Navone in the
second round, said “this is a part of the year where 1
play very, very well”. — AFP

LONDON: England captain Ben Stokes is “on track”
Lo feature in the Tesl series in Pakistan after under-
going scans on his hamstring injury on Wednesday.
Stokes was sidelined for England’s recent Test se-
ries against Sri Lanka due to the hamstring tear he
suffered playing for Northern Superchargers in The
Hundred on August 11.

Ollie Pope stood in as Test captain as England won
the Sri Lanka series 2-1. But Stokes is likely to resume
his role as skipper against Pakistan after the 33-year-
old all-rounder’s posilive scan results. England fly out
to Pakistan next week for a three-match Test tour that
gels under way in Multan on Oclober 7.

“England Men'’s Test captain Ben Stokes today
underwent planned scans on the hamstring injury
that ruled him out of the Test series against Sri Lan-
ka,” the England and Wales Cricket Board said on
Wednesday. “The results of the scans were positive
and confirmed thal his recovery, since suslaining the
injury six-and-a-half weeks ago, remains on track Lo
participate in the upcoming Test series against Paki-
stan.” Even if he is ready Lo lead England in Pakistan,
there will be doubts aboul Stokes’ ability to bowl in
the early part of the tour.

Speaking to Sky Sports on Tuesday, Stokes was
asked if he was likely Lo be able to bowl in the first
Test and said: “I think that’s you gelting ahead of
yourself. Obviously I've been six-and-a-half weeks
now of just walking and doing stufl in the gym.
“There’s a lol more than just my hamstring that
I need to get back firing and working up again in
terms of bowling.” — AFP

Ben stokes
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Los Angeles FC double dream
alive alter US Open Cup win

Victory was sweet for French veteran Giroud

LOS ANGELES: Olivier Giroud was on target as
Los Angeles FC kept their dream of a rare domes-
tic double alive after defeating Sporting Kansas City
3-1to win the US Open Cup final on Wednesday.

Extra-time goals from Mexican defender Omar
Campos and Kei Kamara sealed victory for LAFC,
who are also on course to reach this season’s MLS
Cup playoffs. The game had gone to extra-time after
former France striker Giroud’s opener was cancelled
oul by Kansas Cily’s Erik Thommy.

The victory was sweet for French veteran Giroud,
who had also scored in LAFC's 3-1 Leagues Cup final
defeat to Columbus Crew last month. “I came here,
as | said, to win trophies and to play that kind of fi-
nal,” the 37-year-old said. “I was really sad and dis-
appointed for the team regarding the Leagues Cup.

“We've been in a difficult run these last weeks,
bul we stuck together, and we really wanted Lo win
this trophy for the fans, for the club... It does matter
for me, for the boys, and I'm so happy to score in this
final and to help the team.” Giroud, France’s interna-
lional record goalscorer, fired Los Angeles ahead af-
ter 53 minutes, calmly tucking away a low finish from
Mateusz Bogusz on the right.

LAFC’s raucous BMO Stadium erupted in cel-
ebrations, bul the revelry was short-lived as sev-
en minutes later Kansas City equalized. Midfielder
Thommy burst into space and beat France’s 2018

Man Utd held at
home by Twente to
start Europa League

PARIS: Manchester United stuttered to a 1-1 draw at
home to FC Twente in their opening Europa League
game on Wednesday as Christian Eriksen scored but
then made an error that led to the equalizer. The Den-
mark international put United ahead with a powerful
first-half strike on a soaking wel night at Old Tralford
before Sam Lammers equalized for Twente on 68 min-
utes after Eriksen was caught in possession.

“We wanled more in the end, far from good enough.
They looked like they wanted it more - that can't be
right,” Eriksen told TNT Sports. “I think everyone is
looking at themselves, everyone is a professional fool-
baller, they know what to do, what can’t happen. We
don't lose but it feels like a loss.”

United manager Erik ten Hag selected a strong side
to take on Twente, a club where the Dutchman came
through the youth ranks and had three spells as a player
before moving into coaching with the Eredivisie side.

Marcus Rashford returned to the line-up after
coming off the bench in Saturday’s 0-O draw at
Crystal Palace, with Harry Maguire replacing Mat-
thijs de Ligt in defence and Manuel Ugarte taking
the place of Kobbie Mainoo.

Uniled had an early let-off when Lammers dragged
narrowly wide after slack play by Diogo Dalot, before
Twente goalkeeper Lars Unnerstall pulled off a brilliant
save to stop Mees Hilgers from turning into his own net.

He was well beaten though by Eriksen’s thunderbolt
after the ball broke to the midfielder inside the Twente
area. Andre Onana turned Sem Steijn’s low free-kick
around the post near the hour, but Twente drew level
when former Rangers forward Lammers dispossessed
Eriksen after Barl van Rooij's marauding run into the
United half, galloping clear to fire home.

Unnerstall tipped Joshua Zirkzee’s stinging effort
over the crossbar and Bruno Fernandes went close,
with Unnerstall producing a magnificent reflex save
in stoppage time to keep out a Maguire header de-
flected by Gijs Besselink.

Bagnaia plots ‘tough’
bid to close MotoGP
lead in Indonesia

LOMBOK: Francesco Bagnaia said Thursday he
plans to challenge MotoGP championship lead-
er Jorge Marlin with an aggressive stralegy al this
weekend’s Indonesia Grand Prix as he tries to chip
away al the Spaniard’s 24-point lead.

Defending champion Bagnaia will be gunning for
arepeat performance at the Mandalika International
Circuit after winning the race last year to storm fur-
ther ahead of his Pramac rival in the title race. But
the roles have been reversed this year with Marlin
racing ahead after Ducali’s Bagnaia crashed oul at

World Cup-winning goalkeeper Hugo Lloris at the
near post with a shot that took a slight deflection as
it flew into the net.

Thommy's strike was enough Lo send the final to
extra-time, although LAFC squandered a golden
chance lo re-take the lead when Bogusz somehow
missed [rom close range with only Sporling goal-
keeper Tim Melia to beat.

LAFC found another gear in extra-lime, howev-
er, and look the lead in the 102nd minute courlesy
of Campos’ individual goal. The Mexican defender
jinked in from the left and shot low into the boltom
corner belore being mobbed by leammaltes.

With the clock running down, it was LAFC’s
40-year-old veleran Kamara who made the game
safe, emphatically heading home a Denis Bouan-
ga cross in the 109th minute. Los Angeles, who are
currently in fourth place in Major League Soccer’s
Western Conference standings and poised for a
place in the playoffs, are bidding to become only the
third team since MLS was launched in 1996 to com-
plete the domestic league and cup double.

Los Angeles Galaxy were the last team to achieve
the feat in 2005, joining D.C. United and Chicago
Fire as the only teams to win both competitions in
the same season. The US Open Cup is the oldest na-
tional football competition in the United States, hav-
ing first been held in the 1913-1914 season. — AFP
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LS. OPEN CUP CHAMPION

LOS ANGELES: LAFC players, staff and their family members celebrate with the championship trophy after
defeating Sporting Kansas City, 3-1, in extra time during US Open Cup Championship match between Sport-
ing Kansas City and Los Angeles Football Club at BMO Stadium. — AFP
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MANCHESTER: Manchester United’s Moroccan defender #03 Noussair Mazraoui (R) vies for the ball with
FC Twente’s Dutch forward #07 Mitchell Van Bergen during the UEFA Europa league stage football match
between Manchester United and FC Twente at Old Trafford stadium. — AFP

‘Didn’t finish it off’

United ultimately had to settle for an under-
whelming point to start the new-look, 36-tcam
league phase that mirrors the format of the re-
vamped Champions League. “It’s the first game,
il's very important you gel a win,” said Ten
Hag. “We kept them alive, 1-0 up, controlling
the game you have to be consistent and keep
going. In the second half we dropped the level,
gave the goal away.

“We didn't finish it off, we had Lo go for the
second goal and so they slay alive and we gel
punished with a mistake from ourselves.” “We
can’t give a goal away like this,” he added. Por-
to, the 2003 and 2011 winners of the second-ti-
er European competition, lost 3-2 away to
Norwegian champions Bodo/Glimt, who played
most of the second half with 10 men.

Emilia-Romagna last weekend. “I think I still need Lo
approach in an aggressive way this part of the sea-
son, then after these two races I will maybe change
my strategy. But at the moment I have to push a lot,”
he told reporters. “I will approach like always, push-
ing, trying to be competlitive and trying Lo win races.
I am now 24 points behind so they are not a lot, but
they are also nol a few.”

Martin was looking to put Emilia-Romagna be-
hind him after he was pipped by Enea Bastianini on
the final lap, failing to capitalize more on Bagnaia’s
dreadful end to the weekend. “The more pressure 1
have, the more dilficult things become. I try to be
more focused on riding, on my feelings,” Martin said.

“If I start thinking too much, then I start making mis-
takes.” Bastianini's second GP win of the season, and
seventh of his career, at Misano Adriatico last weekend
allowed Bagnaia’s Ducati teammate to move to within
59 points of Martin in third. — AFP

Ruben van Bommel, the son of former Nether-
lands international Mark, scored twice for AZ Alk-
maar in a 3-2 viclory over Swedish side Elfsborg,
with ex-Tottenham forward Troy Parrolt netling
the winner from the spot.

Mauro Icardi’s last-gasp goal sealed a 3-1 win
for Galatasaray over PAOK in Istanbul, while Nice
were lelt to rue a missed penalty in their 1-1 draw
against Real Sociedad. Ander Barrenetxea gave La
Real the lead before Pablo Rosario equalized on
the stroke of half-time, but Evann Guessand saw
his second-hall spot-kick saved for the hosts.

Slavia Prague won 2-0 away to Bulgaria’s
Ludogorets, while Danish champions Midtjylland
drew 1-1 with Hoffenheim and Anderlecht overcame
Hungarian side Ferencvaros 2-1. Boulaye Dia scored
twice in Lazio’s 3-0 win over Dynamo Kyiv in Ham-
burg as both teams had a player sent off. — AFP
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JAKARTA: (L to R) Gresini Racing MotoGP’s Spanish
rider Marc Marquez, Ducati Lenovo Team’s Italian
rider Francesco Bagnaia, Prima Pramac Racing’s
Spanish rider Jorge Martin and Ducati Lenovo Team’s
Italian rider Enea Bastianini attend a press conference
before the 2024 MotoGP race at Pertamina Mandalika
International Circuit, in Mandalika. — AFP

Classifieds

Derby rejuvenates
AC Milan as Serie
A’s title race stalls

MILAN: AC Milan go into Friday night’s clash
with Lecce with a spring in their step and the
Serie A summit in their sights after kick-start-
ing their season with victory in the Milan derby.
Paulo Fonseca’s side open the weekend’s action
al the San Siro in front of fans ready Lo hail the
heroes of a last-gasp win over Inter Milan which
snapped a painful six-match losing streak against
their local rivals.

Milan were deserved winners over Inter and
the manner of Sunday’s victory has got support-
ers back on side after a wave of criticism threat-
ened to derail their season before the end of
September. Fonseca’s position as coach had even
been called into question ahead of the derby
but the Portuguese’s job is secure with a tough
Champions League fixture at Bayer Leverkusen
coming up after Lecce.

Tuesday’s clash in Germany will be key for
Fonseca after his team were given a foolballing
lesson on their patch by Liverpool earlier this
month, a 3-1 thumping which made derby victory
an even bigger relief.

“We have to keep improving... winning today
doesn’t make us the best team around, and we
weren't the worst team before playing today,”
said Fonseca on Sunday night. “We need to keep
ourselves on an even keel, that’s what I want from
my leam right now.”

A win over Lecce will put Milan provisionally
top of the pile on goal difference ahead of Torino,
who host Lazio on Sunday after being knocked
out of the Italian Cup by Empoli midweek. Fri-
day’s opposition should be easy meat for Milan,
as Lecce make the long trip north a point above
the relegation zone after a horrendous week.

Luca Golli’s team threw away a lwo-goal
lead against Parma last weekend by conceding
a brace of stoppage-time strikes and followed
that up by being dumped out of the Cup by sec-
ond-lier Sassuolo. And Fonseca looks likely Lo
start with the same starling XI as in the derby,
with Tammy Abraham leading the line and Alvaro
Morala nestling in behind him, alongside Rafael
Leao and in-form Christian Pulisic.

Champions Inter are at Udinese on Saturday
afternoon without injured midfield star Nicolo
Barella, whose thigh injury suffered during the
derby is also likely to keep him out of Tuesday’s
visit of Red Star Belgrade.

Napoli face Monza on Saturday night as a
four-team battle for early season supremacy hots
up, with Antonio Conte’s team, Inter, Milan and
Juve — at Genoa — all as vel [ailing to strike out
on their own. Bologna host Atalanta on Saturday
as the two big stories of last season Lry to get
their new campaigns back on track. — AFP

Change of Name

~

I, Fatema holder of Passport No.
M4641789 do hereby change my
name to Fatema Taher (as given
name) Baghly (as surname) for
all purposes. | will henceforth be
known in the name Fatema Taher
Baghly and | also undertake to
carry out this name change in all
my documents.

(#6175 27/09/2024)

I, Mabel Malcolm Fernandes,
holder of Passport No. R8131312
do hereby change my name

to Malcolm Fernandes for all
purposes. | will henceforth be
known in the name Malcolm
Fernandes and | also undertake to
carry out this name change in all
my documents.

(#6169 26/09/2024)

I, Mahamadali Saudagar Sardar,
holder of Indian Passport No.
Y3681670, having permanent
address Hill Mist Residency, Plot
No. 82, Mantri Chandak Vihar, Flat
No. 6 Hotgi road, Solapur-413003,

Maharashtra, India residing in Kuwait
at present, hereby declare that
henceforth my name will be read as
(given name) Sardar Ali Mohammed
Ali and (surname) Saudagar.

(#6174 26/09/2024)

I, Gurbhej Singh (surname
Sidhu), holder of Indian Passport
No. X3277300, having permanent
address Pandori, Sidhwan, VPO
Pandori, D.T. Tarntaran, Pin -
143401 Punjab, India, residing in
Kuwait at present, hereby declare

that henceforth my name will be

read as (given name) Gurbhej

Singh and (surname) Sajjan.
(#6172 26/09/2024)

I, Tasneem, holder of Indian
Passport No. M6103113, having
permanent address of Dungarpur,
Rajasthan, India, residing in
Kuwait at present, | hereby declare
that henceforth my name will be
read as (given name) Tasneem
and (surname) Tekriwala.

(# 6173 26/09/2024)

I, Abbas Ali, Father Moiz
Hussain, Caste Bohra, resident
of house number 44, KH Bohra
Gali, Near Bohra Masjid, Tehsil
Jeeran, District Neemuch,
Madhya Pradesh, Pin code-
458336. That earlier i was known
as Abbas Ali Bohra S/o Moiz
Hussain Bohra and currently i
have changed my name to Abbas
Ali S/o Moiz Hussain and now i
will be known and recognized as
Abbas Ali S/o Moiz Hussein.

(# 6171 25/09/2024)
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Raheem Sterling nets first
Arsenal goal in League Cu

Liverpool reach last 16 with 5-1 win against troubled West Ham
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LONDON: Arsenal’s English midfielder #53 Ethan Nwaneri scores the team’s third goal during the English League Cup third round football match between Arsenal and Bolton Wanderers’ at the Emirates Stadium, in London. — AFP

LONDON: Raheem Sterling scored his first Arse-
nal goal and Jack Porter became the club’s youngest
ever starter in a 5-1rout of Bolton in the League Cup
on Wednesday, while Liverpool reached the last 16
with a 5-1 win against troubled West Ham.

Sterling marked his maiden Arsenal start follow-
ing his transfer deadline day move from Chelsea
with a second-half strike in the third-round tie at the
Emirates Stadium. The 29-year-old will hope his goal
marks the start of a career revival after a disappoint-
ing two-year spell at Chelsea.

“He was great. He's started to show glimpses of
what he can do. Physically, he needs to get to the lev-
el we require, but it was a massive step today,” Gun-
ners boss Mikel Arteta said. Arteta had made seven
changes [rom Sunday’s stormy 2-2 draw al Premier
League champions Manchester City, including giv-
ing goalkeeper Porter his record-breaking debut in
place of the injured David Raya.

Aged 16 years and 72 days old, Porter was the
youngest player ever to start for Arsenal, surpass-
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CAN Heido organizes
Padel tournament

KUWAIT: Director of Heido, the sports arm of Can-
cer Aware Nation, (CAN) Abdullah Khalid Al-Saleh
said the campaign in cooperation with the women’s
CAN Heido organized a Padel tournament with six
leams participaling earlier in the week. The teams
were Razan & Fatima, SN, Noura & Wajd, Hessa &
Thamara, Doube SH and Muchachas, the teams were
divided into two groups three teams each and ended
with the team of Razan & Fatima winning.

Abdullah Al-Saleh said CAN launched this activ-
ity Lo coincide with many aclivilies in ils new season
aiming al raising the rate of health awareness about
cancer diseases and seeking Lo achieve its awareness
goals of reducing the rate of various cancer discases
and encouraging early deleclion.

CAN also launched the “lose.. you win” for wom-
en, while focusing on following a healthy lifestyle by
relying on two important elements: Practicing phys-
ical aclivilies and eal healthy, due Lo the high rates
of obesity in Kuwait, specially that there a link with
higher rates of breast cancer in overweight women.

The program is broadcast daily on instagram (@
can_ campaign) until the end of breast cancer cam-
paign during the month of October.

ing the previous record holder Cesc Fabregas, who
was 16 years and 177 days when he played against
Rotherham in 2003. Porter was Arsenal’s second
youngest ever player overall after Ethan Nwaneri,
who was 15 years and 181 days, when he made his
debut in 2022.

“Jack has been training with us since pre-sea-
son. He reacted really well and was really com-
posed. What an experience,” Arlela said. Arsenal
will travel to Championship side Preston in the last
16, with the tie of the fourth round pitting Totten-
ham against Manchester City.

Liverpool’s bid to retain the trophy will continue
al Brighton, while Manchesler Uniled face Leices-
ter. AFC Wimbledon or Newcastle, whose tie was
rearranged due Lo flooding al the League Two
side’s stadium, will host Chelsea.

Declan Rice put Arsenal ahead after 16 minutes
with a clinical finish from the edge of the area for
his first goal this season. Nwaneri, 17, doubled Ar-
senal’s lead in the 37th minute with his first goal for

Lewandowski helps
Liga leaders Barca
past Getafe

BARCELONA: Robert Lewandowski continued his
fine form and earned La Liga leaders Barcelona a 1-0
win over Gelale on Wednesday. The Polish forward
struck from close range in the first half to maintain
Barca’s 100 percent record in the league so far this
season with their seventh viclory.

Barcelona dominated despite not being able to
add to their lead and restored a four-point advan-
lage on Real Madrid, who beal Alaves on Tuesday.

“You can’t always win by a lol of goals,” defender
Jules Kounde told Movistar. “I think the important
thing is we made a lot of chances again and took the
three points... Getafe is always a tough team to han-
dle.” Coach Hansi Flick started Inaki Pena in goal for
the stricken Marc-Andre ler Stegen, oul for months
with a severe knee injury, and brought Marc Casado
and Alejandro Balde back into the side.

The reserve goalkeeper, who conceded 32 times
in 17 matches across all competitions last season,
heard his name chanted supportively by fans behind
his goal and saved an early header [rom Carles Perez.

By contrast his opposite number David Soria’s
weak touch on Kounde’s cross led to Barcelona’s
opener on 19 minutes, the ball falling perfectly for Le-
wandowski Lo finish from close range. The 36-year-
old striker has seven goals in La Liga this season and
leads the scoring charts, seemingly rejuvenated under
Flick after struggling at limes last season.

“For me he’s the best number nine of the last 10
years,” Flick, who also coached him at Bayern Mu-
nich, told reporters. “His job is in front of the goal,
in the box, and he’s doing that greal.” Teen slarlel
Lamine Yamal might have doubled the lead moments
later when Raphinha played him in, but he nudged
inches past the post.

Soria made a good save from Raphinha, who col-

the club and struck again from 12 yards four min-
utes after half-time.

Porter had to pick the ball out of the net in the
53rd minute when Aaron Collins jinked around him
and slotted home. Sterling netted in the 64th minute,
tapping in after Saka’s cross was spilled by Bolton
keeper Luke Southwood, and Kai Havertz grabbed
the fifth from close range in the 78th minute.

West Ham in turmoil
At Anfield, Diogo Jota and Cody Gakpo scored
twice as Liverpool’s understudies demolished West
Ham to increase the scrutiny on Julen Lopetegui. Un-
der pressure after winning only one of his first five
league games since replacing David Moyes, Lopete-
gui made eight changes from the 3-0 deleal against
Chelsea last weekend. That loss had made Lopetegui
the first West Ham manager Lo sulfer three consecu-

tive defeats at home to start a season.
The Hammers Look a surprise lead in the 21st min-
ute as Kostas Tsimikas’s miscued clearance deflected

in off Liverpool defender Jarell Quansah for a farci-
cal own goal. And Jota equalised four minutes later,
the Portugal forward out-jumping West Ham keeper
Lukasz Fabianski to nod in Federico Chiesa’s volley.

Jola struck again in the 49th minute as he ex-
changed passes with Curtis Jones and drilled past
Fabianski. Mohamed Salah came off the bench to
score in the 74th minute with a simple finish after
Alexis Mac Allister’s shot was pushed into his path.

West Ham were in disarray and Edson Alvarez
was sent off in the 76th minute for a second booking
after chopping down Salah. Capping another torrid
day for Lopetegui, Gakpo smashed home from 18
vards in the 90th minute and then guided a deflected
effort beyond Fabianski moments later.

“We don’t deserve this score because we did a
lot of good things. They scored an offside goal. I'm
sorry for our fans,” Lopetegui said. Liverpool boss
Arne Slot added: “Since I've been here it’s nev-
er been easy, although sometimes the result looks
different.” — AFP

 BARCELONA: Barcelona’s Polish forward #09 Robert Lewandowski fights for the ball with Getafe’s Togolese
mmm defender #02 Djene Dakonam during the Spanish league football match between FC Barcelona and Getafe
CF at the Estadi Olimpic Lluis Companys in Barcelona. — AFP

lected the August player of the month award before
kick-off, and soon sent another effort skidding wide.

Yamal almost bent home a delicious curling
strike from distance before the hour, but Soria
tipped it over the crossbar. The Getafe goalkeep-
er also palmed a dangerous Raphinha free-kick
around the post as Barcelona pushed for a second
to put the match to bed.

Spain’s Euro 2024 hero Yamal clipped the top of
the crossbar with a vicious effort from distance, as
Barca started to grumble about Getafe’s persistent-
ly heavy challenges.

Raphinha missed a golden chance in the final
stages, heading wide after a clever dart into the box
but Barcelona were not punished for their profligacy.

jetale, 19th, are still winless and wasled a fine
chance of their own al the death when Borja Mayoral

failed to get a shot away when well placed and free
inside the box. “We didn’t put away our chances...
we have to be more decisive in the area,” said Getale
midfielder Luis Milla. The Madrid club have found
the net on just three occasions so [ar this season.

“It’s clear we have to improve there, I'm sure the
team will end up scoring,” added Milla. The leaders
next travel Lo face Osasuna on Salurday, before sec-
ond-placed Real Madrid face rivals Atletico Madrid
in a derby clash on Sunday.

Even with various star names oul injured, Flick’s
side have continued to improve since he arrived.
“He’s a coach who is very sure how he wants to play
(and) we're understanding it well,” added Kounde.

“The leam is enjoying lraining and we’re comforl-
able in the games. “He’s a very demanding coach and
thal’s suiling us well.” — AFP
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