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Crown Prince receives citizens at Al-Sabah Family Diwan

. Ak

KUWAIT: In a friendly and welcoming atmosphere, HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah received citizens at the Al-Sabah Family
Diwan at Bayan Palace on Monday. The reception reflected the one-family spirit in the Kuwaiti society that has been renowned for fraternal coherence and com-
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munication between the leadership and people. (See Page 3)
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Bashar Abdullah new PAS chief

KUWAIT: Minister of
State for Youth Affairs
Dr Amthal Al-Huwailah
has appointed former
Kuwait football inter- '
national Bashar Abdul-

lah as the new Director ‘
General of the Public ‘
Authority for Sport. Ab-
dullah was part of Ku-
wail's prolific national
team in the 1990s that
won the Gulf Cup in
1996 and 1998.
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Iran, Bahrain seek to restore ties
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Bashar Abdullah

TEHRAN: Iran and Bahrain have agreed to
start talks about the release of Iranian funds
frozen in Bahrain and resuming diplomatic ties.
This came in a meeling thal brought together
Bahrain’s minister of foreign affairs Abdullatif
Al-Zayani and Iran’s acting foreign minister Al
Bagheri on the sidelines of the Asian Cooper-
ation Dialogue summit in Tehran. — Agencies

Dubai to build $8bn drain system

DUBAI: Dubai on Monday announced an
$8 billion plan for a stormwater runoff sys-
tem, two months after widespread flooding
brought the cily to a standstill. The rainwater
drainage network is set to be completed by
2033, with construction to start immediately.
“It will cover all areas of Dubai and will ab-
sorb more than 20 million cubic meters of wa-
ter per day,” Dubai ruler Sheikh Mohammed
bin Rashid Al-Maktoum said. — AFP
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Fines, evictions and
garbage piles amid
strict inspections

By Zainab Al-Mashoor

KUWAIT: Following the tragic fire in Mangaf that re-
sulted in 50 deaths, Kuwait Municipality has enforced
strict regulations against storing [urnilure, rubble and
other materials in front of apartments, on staircases and
in basements. Property owners who violate these rules
face hefty fines. Inspections across Kuwait have led to
sudden demands for lenants o clear their belongings,
leading building janitors to dispose of items quickly and

1,301 deaths during
hajj, mostly among
unregistered pilgrims

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia said Sunday that more than
1,300 faithful died during the hajj pilgrimage which
took place during intense heat, and that most of the
deceased did nol have official permits. “Regretla-
bly, the number ol mortalilies reached 1,301, with
83 percent being unauthorized to perform hajj and
having walked long distances under direct sunlight,
withoul adequale shelter or comfort,” the official
Saudi Press Agency reported.

An AFP tally showed the dead came from more
than 10 countries stretching [rom the United Slates
to Indonesia, and some governments are continu-
ing to update their totals. Arab diplomats told AFP
last week that Egyptians accounted for 658 deaths
— 630 of them unregistered pilgrims. The diplomats
said the cause of death in most cases was heal-re-
lated. Temperatures in Makkah this year climbed
as high as 51.8 degrees Celsius, according lo Saudi
Arabia’s national meleorological center.

On Iiday, a senior Saudi official gave AFP a par-
Llial toll of 577 deaths [or the two busiest days of hajj:
June 15, when pilgrims gathered for hours of prayers
in the blazing sun on Mount Arafal, and June 16,
when they participated in the “stoning of the devil”
ritual in Mina. The official said: “The state did not fail,
but there was a misjudgment on the part of people
who did not appreciate the risks.”

Saudi Health Minister Fahd Al-Jalajel on Sunday
described management of the hajj this year as “suc-

crealing piles of garbage on the streets.

Glass panes and doors under many buildings have
also been removed Lo facilitate the evacuation of res-
idents in the event of a fire. Tenants living in unautho-
rized studios across Kuwait have faced eviction without
nolice, resulting in increased rent and loss of belong-
ings. Many Llenants had Lo clear their belongings [rom
outside their flats and [rom stairwells overnight to avoid
fines, while janitors spoke about strict inspections and
fines for minor infractions like shoe racks.

Some tenants expressed frustration over having
to store items indoors, leading to cramped living
conditions, while municipal cleaning workers said
their workload has increased due Lo the high volume
of discarded items. Residents shared their experi-
ences and concerns with Kuwait Times about the
significant disruption and financial strain they face
due to these new regulations. (See Page 2)

MAKKAH: Medical personnel evacuate a pilgrim affected
by the scorching heat at the base of Mount Arafat during
the annual hajj pilgrimage on June 15, 2024. — AFP

cesslul”, SPA reported. He said the health system
“provided more than 465,000 specialized treatment
services, including 141,000 services to those who
didn’t obtain official authorization to perform hajj,”
according to SPA, which summarized an interview
he gave Lo the slate-affiliated Al-Ekhbariya channel.
Jalajel did not specify how many deaths Saudi
officials altributed to heal. “The health system ad-
dressed numerous cases ol heal stress this year,
with some individuals still under care,” SPA report-
ed. “Among the deceased were several elderly and

chronically ill individuals.”
Continued on Page 6

By B Izzak & Passant Hisham

KUWAIT: Kuwait announced on Monday that it
has lifted a ban on issuing all types of visas to Fil-
ipinos and also allowed the recruitment of domestic
helpers with work experience, officially ending a row
between the two countries, an official statement said.
The agreement came during a meeling held Sunday
between Kuwait’s Deputy Premier, Defense and In-
terior Minister Sheikh Fahad Al-Yousel Al-Sabah
and visiting Philippine Deputy Minister of Migrant
Labor Bernard Olalia.

The interior ministry statement said that it was
agreed to lift the ban imposed by Kuwait and allow
the issuance of all entry and work visas for Filipino
nalionals, in addition lo allowing the recruitment of
Filipino domestic workers with overseas work ex-
perience. “The two sides agreed to establish a joint
technical working committee consisting of compe-
tent authorities from the two countries to meet pe-
riodically to address employment-related issues and
other concerns that may arise in the future,” the in-
terior ministry statement said.

The two sides also reiterated their commitment
to the domestic workers’ employment agreement
signed belween the two countries in 2018 which
granted more protection to Filipino domestic work-
ers, [ollowing a similar row thal began with

Continued on Page 6

KUWAIT: Mounds of discarded furniture and house-
hold items dumped by a roadside.

Relatives of
Mangalf victims
arrive in Kuwait

KUWAIT: Relati\}es from India visit a person in-
jured in the Mangaf fire.

By Sajeev K Peter

KUWAIT: Relatives of residents injured in the Man-
gaf fire tragedy have arrived in Kuwait from India to
visit their loved ones. The blaze on June 12 killed 50
people, including 46 Indians. Currently, six Indian and
one Filipino worker remain hospitalized, with three in
intensive care. A victim from India’s Bihar state was
identified through DNA tests, and his body was re-
patriated with the help of his brother on Monday.

NBTC, the victims’ employer, facilitated the ar-
rival of the injured workers’ relatives by providing
visit visas, flight tickels, accommodation and oth-
er support. Five relatives arrived on Sunday, with
four more expected by Wednesday. The company
also announced financial assistance of 800,000 In-
dian rupees for the families of those who died and
25,000 rupees for funerals. (See Page 3)
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Inspection campaign triggers
chaos after deadly fire incident

Municipality issues stern warning over violations

Worst country for
expalriates, best
country for peace

Nejoud Al-Yagout

Local@kuwaittimes.com

D ]any Kuwaitis must be rejoicing at the
latest finding of the Global Peace Index,
where Kuwait was listed as the most

peaceful nation in the Middle East and North Af-

rica (MENA). Obviously, this accolade is worth
mentioning and posting about. Kuwait has a rep-
utation for security and safety. Also, our govern-

ment is neither expansionist nor has it ever been a

colonial power. To say we are happy that Kuwait

does nol actively encroach upon the land of oth-
er nations, and is a relatively safe country, is an
understatement. However, and this a big however:

What is peace without happiness?

Isn’t happiness also an essential factor in the
lives of the people who inhabit Kuwail? Doesn't
happiness give us a slale of peace? Many Ku-
wailis are happy because we live lives of ease,
we are cilizens of a welfare state, our govern-
ment provides us with many amenities and ser-
vices. We have free education, free healthcare,
and among the most beneficial pension systems.
But does malerial comfort bring happiness or is
it superficial happiness? And, il we nod and say
it does bring us joy, let us not forget that we are a
minority in our country. What about the expatri-
ates that live in Kuwait? Are they happy?

Let’s look at reports. According to the Middle
East Monitor, by August of 2023, Kuwait had de-
ported 108 expatriates a day, totaling more than
25,000 expatriates from the beginning of the year!
Some locals argue that the reason was because
there are many illegal residents, but who allowed
these residents in? Why are smugglers and human
traffickers still gelting away with their crimes?

And why are some locals treating illegal res-
idents as criminals when many of them spent
a fortune on coming to Kuwait under the false
pretext of being a paid employee only to dis-
cover that their presence is against the law?
Why is it okay to denigrate foreigners when we
have so many issues we need to address as lo-
cals? Where is our compassion?

Once more, lets look at reports. Domestic
workers are employed by an antiquated kafala
system in which they are legally dependent on
their employers. This legal (or hopefully, soon to
be illegal) dependence also creates an underlying
master-slave aura in which adult workers need
permission to go out, are usually given one day
off a week, il they are lucky, have their passports
taken away so they don't run away, even when
they may be running away from abuse or trauma.

There are domestic workers who have been as-
saulted, whose phones have been Laken away from
them, and who are not allowed Lo eal the same food
as their employers. These may be extreme cases,
but shouldn't such factors be taken into consid-
eration when we refer to a country as the most
peaceful country in a region? Why are employers
only held into account when a murder takes place?
Why do we have to wait until a tragedy occurs to
put laws into practice? Yes, there may be security
in the streels, in terms of less crime rates in com-
parison to other nations, but what about humani-
tarian crimes within our homes?

Where does peace faclor in when we speak
of construction workers and streel cleaners who
work in the heat even when the law prohibits it?
Where does peace factor in when we feel supe-
rior to others because we have oil? Even expatri-
ales in high posilions have an underlying fear that
one day their job will be replaced by a Kuwaiti,
regardless of whether he is more or less qualified.

Again, let’s look at reports and ascertain wheth-
er expatriates are happy. In an International rank-
ing of 2023, Kuwail was rated the worst country
for expals among a lotal of 53 countries. The year
before, in 2022, Kuwait was also the worst country
for expalriates. In an oil-rich state where few locals
emigrate to other countries, many expatriates, es-
pecially from certain countries, are sulfering harsh
treatment and lack of dignity.

Instead of addressing such an important issue in
a country where foreigners outnumber locals (70
percent expals and 30 percent locals), one would
think it is imperative to create laws that protect ex-
patriates and ensure they are implemented rather
than created to appease human rights organiza-
tions and enhance our reputation abroad.

Our reputation can never be enhanced by
topping the MENA Global Peace Index. True
peace arises when there is a sense of communi-
Ly in a nation. In Kuwait, unfortunately, there is a
great divide between expatriates and locals. And
when this divide is bridged, we can become one
of the best countries for expatriates and truly re-
joice and celebrate.
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Notification

To all apariments thal have private purposes in front of

them:

We ask you to remove your belongings from the frontef the
apartment and the comidors, so that the property owner is

not subject to violations [rom the competent authoritics,

1n the eventof failure 10 respond and remove the items, the

full responsibility will beton the tenant by the comperent

authorities.
This i for your safely:
1hanks foryour cooperation
Propiy owner
: AT,

By Zainab Al-Mashoor

KUWAIT: Following the tragic fire incident
in Mangaf that resulted in the death of 50
residents, Kuwait Municipality has issued a
stern warning against storing leftover furni-
ture, rubble, or any other materials in front
of real estate apartment, staircases and
basements. Property owners who violate
this will face penalties and financial fines
as per Municipal law. Inspections across
various districts in Kuwait have compelled
residents to remove their belongings, with
no prior nolice given for visils.

As building owners order residents to
clear out their properties, building guards
are rapidly disposing of ilems, resulling in
piles of garbage littering the streets. Ku-
wait Times interviewed building guards,
residents, and cleaning workers to un-
derstand the impact of these measures.
Shihabuldeen, a labor worker with Kuwait
Municipality, explained: “We come twice a
day, starting at 4 am to 8 am, and again in
the evening. We roam around the district,
collecting solid malerials and furniture
Lo lake lo the Municipality in Kabd, the

Municipality workers collect garbage as building owners order resi

piles of garbage littering the streets of Kuwait.

Municipality’s solid waste management
projecl. Since the fire, the workload has
increased signiﬁcantly, as we haven't seen
this many items disposed of in years.”

Jacqueline Mercado, a resident in
Salmiya, recounted her experience: “Last
Wednesday, | came home late from work
and was forced lo evacuale my studio,
where I had lived for the past four years,
without prior notice or even a three-day
grace period to pack. I paid KD160 for
my rent and was moved to another flat
with a rent of KD350, which I couldn’t
alford. The building owner suggested 1
share the apartment with another neigh-
bor in the same siluation. Now, I'm in
chaos, living with a stranger and lrying
to unpack my belongings, many of which
were lost or damaged.

This happened to about ten studios
in my neighborhood, as they were rented
unregistered which we didn't even know.
In old Salmiva Souq, many unregistered
basement shops were demolished as well.”
She added. Tom, a resident in Farwaniva,
shares: “The day after the fire, my haris
knocked on my door at 1 am, asking us Lo

remove all our belongings from in front of
the apartment and the warehouse. It took
almost six hours o clear everything. The
next morning, the municipality came for
a checkup, but luckily our building didn’t
receive a fine.

However, the dustbin outside became a
hill of discarded items. The area is cleaner
now, but I worry that rents might increase
as building owners try to recoup their loss-
es of not being able to rent the basement
or warchouse.” Abu Muslala, a galekeeper
in Khaitan, said: “On the night of the fire,
firefighters conducted a sudden inspec-
tion, and we received a warning letter from
the municipality to remove all belongings.
I heard from a friend in Farwaniya that
they were fined even for a shoe rack, so we
asked residents to remove them too.”

Lamia Shalabi, a resident in Hawally,
commented: “We were asked to remove
our bicycle from the staircase, and the
building owner posted a warning letter
on our doors to remove shoe racks after
hearing about a KD500 fine imposed on
a building in Khaitan. Its disturbing to
have to put the shoe rack inside my al-

dents dispose unused properties, resulting in

ready cramped apartment, and [ had o
get rid of some shoes and belongings to
make space.” Moalasem Samara, anoth-
er resident in Hawally, supported the de-
cision: “A clean environment is essential,
but does it really help? We had to throw
out many necessary items but also take in
some necessary items making it congested
and more dangerous due to lack of space
inside the apartments.

And given the shoe rack that were
enforced indoors is suffocating. Even in
mosques, shoes are not kept inside; how
can we live, pray, and eat with shoes
around us?” Nermeen Saab, a resident
in Khailan, noted: “Our building received
a warning letter to remove our building’s
glass door because it wasn't safe for emer-
gency evacuations. The door only allowed
one person to pass at a time, so they took
it off on the same day to avoid penalties.
Sharukh came home to find his kids’ bi-
cycles and the furniture at the slaircase
thrown away. It was upsetting to have
them discarded without permission, but it
was also a relief as he didn’t know what Lo
do with the furniture.”

FM calls for an end
to Gaza massacres
and violations

TEHRAN: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Abdullah
Al-Yahya has underlined the necessily of pul-
ting an end to the occupation’s massacres and
violations in Palestine and welcomed the Security
Council’s approval of a ceasefire resolution stipu-
lating the withdrawal of occupalion forces, allow-
ing for repatriation of Palestinians, and guarantee-
ing the flow of aid.

Al-Yahya made these remarks at the 19th Asia
Cooperation Dialogue ministerial council in Iran,
affirming Kuwail’s intent on boosling joint work and
cooperation between member states, especially as
Kuwait hosted the first ACD meeling and is home Lo
its headquarters. The Foreign Minister commended
all efforts supporting the Palestinian cause, arriving
al just permanent peace, and achieving the legit-
imate aspirations of the Palestinian people. Con-
cluding his statement, Minister Al-Yahya called on
member states to aclively strengthen partnership

Kuwait Airways
adjusts ticket prices
to suit travelers

KUWAIT: The results of the travel ticket price
processing committee formed by the Board of Di-
rectors of Kuwait Airways Company recently be-
gan to reap the fruits of its work, which appeared
clearly on the ground through the positive results
it achieved that led Lo reaching the desired goals in
treating the previously applicable prices. The deci-
sion of the Board of Directors of KKuwait Airways to
form this committee came in implementation of the
directives of the political leadership to harness all
capabilities to serve our valued citizens and cus-
tomers and give them broader options and oppor-
tunities to suit their aspirations.

In this regard, the Chairman of the Board of Di-
rectors, Captain Abdul Mohsen Salem Al-Faqgaan,
said that the signs of the commillee’s work began
to be reflected on the ground by the company’s ex-
ecutive management, as the travel ticket price pro-
cessing committee accomplished what was required
of it in a short period of time, which included many
research procedures and examination of defects in
Pricing processes and developing solutions that are
in line with the company’s available capabilities.

Through it, it achieved positive results in line with
markel dala, whether regionally or globally, indicat-
ing that the committee worked on developing sever-
al recommendations, the most important of which is
changing the pricing policy and providing compet-
itive prices in addition to providing different offers
over several periods and ensuring that prices are

and cooperation and turn this dialogue into a re-
gional organization.

Iran’s acting president, Mohammad Mokhber,
called on Asian countries on Monday to create
a coherent network of cooperation to secure the
stability of Iran and enhance the international
economy. This came during his speech, which was
read out by Acting Foreign Minister Ali Bagheri
Kani in the 19th ministerial meeting of the Asia
Cooperation Dialogue (ACD), held in Tehran.

Mokhber expressed the hope that this meeting
could help enhance solidarity among the Asian
nations in line with observing Asian values, cre-
ating a coherent network of constructive cooper-
ation, and strengthening friendly ties on this con-
tinent. Asia could be an impetus in the formation
of an international convergence, he pointed out.
The Iranian official slammed the atrocities com-
mitted by the Zionist regime in the genocidal war
in the Gaza Strip.

Mokhber condemned the international communi-
Ly’s indifference in dealing with the Zionist crimes in
the enclave over the past eight months. “We consider
Palestine an integral part of the Islamic world and
stand with all our might to support Palestinians,” he
underscored. Kuwaili Minister of Foreign Affairs Ab-
dullah Al-Yahya is participating in the 19th ministeri-

available to the public, and  ~g—
finally changing the policy. . .74
Travel agent ticket prices, KLUWAIT

through gradual slages
in the re-pricing process :’*é |
to ensure the correct and A
balanced workflow. y |

Al-Faqaan stated that
Kuwait Airways, through
the committee, has been
conslantly restrucluring
the pricing and revenue
management sector of the
Networks and Lines De-

partment and developing FETTETFNTE 0
a dynamic, variable and Salem Al-Fagaan
advanced pricing poli-

cy by selecting national competencies and cad-
res with experience in the national carrier and
providing them with opportunities to develop a
strategic plan in line with Markel requirements.
He added, “Kuwail Airways has recently focused
on developing reservations, pricing, and network
planning systems in line with the latest systems
in the world of aviation and the commercial air
transport sector.”

Al-Fagaan added, saying: “Kuwait Airways is
keen to offer tickets in a way that suits the compet-
itive market and according to the market share, with
its full commitment to aviation regulations and pro-
cedures, especially in light of the tangible support
that Kuwait Airways is witnessing from the General
Administration of Civil Aviation, which has had a
positive impact on Cooperation at various levels.”

Al-Faqaan pointed out that the prices of travel
tickets in general vary [rom one season to another
and based on the concepts of supply and demand,
indicating that the company was keen to achieve
balance in the sales process by reaching profitability
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TEHRAN: Foreign Minister Abdullah Yahya holds
talks with Iranian Foreign Affairs Minister Dr Ali Ba-
gheri on Monday on the sidelines of the ministerial
meeting of the Asian Cooperation Dialogue, which is
being held in the Iranian capital Tehran. — KUNA

al meeting of the Asia Cooperation Dialogue (ACD)
with another 30 delegations from different countries.
The Asia Cooperation Dialogue (ACD) was inaugu-
rated in June 2002 in Cha-Am, Thailand, where 18
Asian Foreign Ministers met together for the first
time. The ACD is a continent-wide forum, the first of
its kind in Asia. — KUNA

and ensuring the continued preservation and satis-
faction of valued customers, especially since Kuwait
Airways is considered a category of companies.

The airline is characlerized by its luxury char-
acter due to the distinguished and exceptional ser-
vices il provides to valued customers, in addition to
its seat space, as well as its being the national carri-
er of the State of Kuwait, which makes the respon-
sibility greater in providing the best services and
keeping up with developments in the world of avi-
ation. Including providing the best prices, whether
by offering discounted prices or presenting offers
on an ongoing basis through Kuwait Airways Hol-
idays office, which offers distinct travel packages
with the aim of ensuring access Lo the various seg-
ments of travelers on board Kuwail Airways.

It is worth noting that Kuwail Airways re-
cently launched its new prices in addition to
offers for travelers through its participation in
one of the exhibitions specialized in tourism and
travel, where the company achieved remarkable
success through the arrival of a large number of
exhibilion visitors and benefiting from the of-
fers presented by the Kuwait Airways Holidays
Office, especially the launch of its latest cam-
paign by offering... Price offers on various dis-
linguished summer deslinalions.
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Crown Prince meets citizens at Bayan Palace

KUWAIT: HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah receives citizens at the Al-Sabah Family Diwan at Bayan Palace on Monday.

Relatives ol Mangal fire victims
arrive in Kuwait to offer solace

Survivors grapple with mental trauma

By Sajeev K Peter

KUWAIT: Relatives of residents who sustained burn in-
juries in the Mangal fire tragedy have arrived from India
to visit their dear ones in Kuwait. The blaze on June 12
killed 50 people, including 46 Indians. There are current-
Iy seven people in three hospitals, including three who
are undergoing treatment in intensive care units. The
body of a victim from the state of Bihar in India has been
identified following DNA tests. His brother Shahrukh
Khan was brought by the management of NBTC, the
company the victims worked for, to help identify the
body. The body was repatriated later on Monday.

“Five of the relatives of the employees injured in
the fire and undergoing trealment arrived in Kuwail
on Sunday. Four more people will reach Kuwait by
Wednesday,” Manoj Nanthiyalath, HR & Admin Cor-
porate General Manager at NBTC, said in a press
statement. The relatives of the injured workers arrived
in Kuwail on visil visas [acilitaled by the management
of NBTC so they could meet their relatives and ex-

lend assistance Lo them, the release said.

The presence of the wives and children brought
solace and comfort Lo the viclims, as they are slill re-
covering from the shock of the tragedy and grappling
with the physical and mental traumas the calamity
inflicted on them. “As a first step, the NBTC manage-
ment brought the relatives of the injured employees
to Kuwait, who expressed their desire to meet their
relatives. NBTC has also provided them with facilities
such as visil visas, {light lickels to and from Kuwait,
food and accommodation facilities and vehicles for
travel,” the release added.

Earlier, NBTC announced the distribution of
800,000 Indian rupees (KD 2,940) as immediate finan-
cial assistance to the families of all those who died in the
fire tragedy. The company has also shared the details of
the distribution of 25,000 rupees (KD 92) for the funer-
als of the victims. “We are concerned aboul the families
and will support them and provide jobs,” K G Abraham,
MD of NBTC Group, said last week.

According to medical updates on Monday, Fil-
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KUWAIT: Relatives of the fire tragedy victims arrive in Kuwalt

ipino national Michael Landicho Dizon, who is in
the ICU, and Indian national Thomas Chacko Joseph
are currently undergoing treatment at Adan Hospi-
tal, while Indian national Anilkumar Krishnasadanam

Krishnapillai is under treatment in Mubarak Al-Ka-
beer Hospital. Indian nationals Sureshkumar Naraya-
na Pillai, Dany Thomas Sebastian and Jitender Singh
are being treated at Jaber Hospital.

First Deputy PM
receives Croatian,
Iranian envoys

several topics of common interest. This
came in a statement by the Ministry
of Defense, saying that Sheikh Fahad
Al-Yousef received Croatian Ambas-
sador to Kuwait Amir Muharemi and
later received Iranian Ambassador to

Kuwait Mohammad Toutounchi, each

KUWAIT: The First Deputy Prime
Minister, Minister of Defense and
Minister of Interior Sheikh Fahad Al-
Yousel Saud Al-Sabah on Monday
received the Croatian and Iranian am-
bassadors to discuss cooperation and

Kuwait gala fetes
women diplomats

KUWAIT: Kuwail’s Foreign Ministry organized a
ceremony on Monday in recognition of the country’s
women diplomats, coinciding with an international
day dedicated to their contributions. Sponsoring the
lavish gala on the Uniled Nations’ “International Day
for Women in Diplomacy,” Kuwait Foreign Minister
Abdullah Al-Yahya, in a speech given by his deputy
Sheikh Jarrah Al-Sabah, congratulated some of the
country’s most renowned women diplomats to ac-

separately in his office at the Ministry’s
headquarters. It added that during
both meetings, all sides discussed co-
operation, topics of common interest,
and Lhe lalest regional and inlernalion-
al developments. — KUNA

knowledge their contri-
butions towards Kuwaiti
diplomacy, saying they
represented a “pillar” of
Kuwaiti development. Ir-
respeclive of rank or po-
sition, Kuwaiti ~women
diplomats have amassed
exceptional accomplish-
ments through the years,
which subsequently served
Kuwait's best interests and
propelled the nation to in-
ternational prominence, he
underlined. — KUNA

Minister calls to
speed up project
implementation

KUWAIT: Minister of Public Works
and Minister of State for Municipal Af-
fairs, Dr Noura Al-Mashaan, on Monday
emphasized on the need to cooperate
with the Ministry of Municipality and
the Municipal Council so as to acceler-
ale the pace ol developmenl projects.
Dr Al-Mashaan stated to KUNA during

AGU a window
that opens GCC
talents to world

MANAMA: Kuwait Minister of Health Dr
Ahmad Al-Awadhi said on Sunday that the
Arabian Gulf University is a bridge connect-
ing the Gulf countries and a window that
opens to the world the talents of our chil-
dren and their creativily. This was staled in
a speech delivered by Dr Al-Awadhi during
the graduation ceremony of the 18th gradu-
ating sets of the Arabian Gulf University.

In his speech, Dr Al-Awadhi stressed that
the Arabian Gulf University has become an
academic edifice and a scientific beacon that
shines with science and knowledge, succes-
sively headed by capable scientific figures
starting from Dr Abdullah Al-Rifai to Dr Saad
Al-Fahid. He pointed out that since its estab-
lishment in 1980, the Arabian Gulf University

Sheikh Jarrah Jaber

Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah

her visit to the Municipal Council that
this visit represented an opportunity Lo
exchange views and discuss the latest
developments, challenges, and ways Lo
enhance mutual cooperation.

She highlighted the role played by the
Municipal Council in development and
in preserving the environment, stressing
the need Lo strengthen communicalion
and cooperation between the Ministry of
Municipality and the Municipal Council to
achieve role integration and accelerale the
implementation of projects.

On his parl, Chairman of the Municipal
Council Abdullah Al-Mehri expressed ap-
preciation for this visit in a similar state-

has embodied the noble vision that education
is the basis for providing the GCC nations with
the science, knowledge, and skills necessary to
promote and compete in various fields global-
ly. The university has been and remains a sym-
bol of Gulf and Arab identity.

The Kuwaiti minister expressed his happi-
ness for being part of the university as one of
its graduates and his pride to witness these im-
mortal moments that culminate years of effort.
He lauded the endless support of Bahraini King
Hamad Bin Isa Al-Khalifa and the continuous
follow-up from Bahraini Crown Prince Salman
Bin Hamad Al-Khalifa.

He pointed out that the achievements
of graduates of Arabian Gulf University in
the fields of medicine, pedagogy, innova-
tion management, technology, environmen-
tal sciences, and life sciences are proof of
its success. In conclusion, he asked God to
bless the graduates and urged them to work
hard and be an example of perseverance
and delerminatlion. For his parl, Kuwail’s
ambassador to Bahrain, Sheikh Thamer Jaber
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, expressed his pride and

ment to KUNA,
praising the part-
nership  between

the Ministry  of
Municipality and °
the Municipal

Council. Al-Mehri
affirmed the Mu-
nicipal Council’s |
commitment to !
supporting the ef-
forts of the Minis-
try of Municipali-
ty and cooperating to develop municipal
services and improve the quality of life
in Kuwait. — KUNA

Dr Noura Al-Mashaan

joy at the graduation of a constellation of fu-
ture leaders of Kuwail, stressing that students
are the true wealth of the homeland and the
basis of its development project.

He congratulated the graduates and their
families, wishing them a brighter future full
of excellence and achievements that will ele-
vale the status of their homeland, Kuwait. He
stressed the importance of arming ourselves
with science and knowledge. The envoy said
that Kuwaili graduates had the best repre-
sentation and reflected the authentic Kuwaiti
national identity through their perseverance,
academic commitment, and organization of hu-
manitarian activities. They also contributed to
the activilies of the national holidays, calling on
them to continue with diligence and sincerity
in their working lives.

He expressed thanks, appreciation, and
gralitude to Bahrain for providing good fa-
cilities to the students. He also praised the
Cultural Office in Bahrain, represented by its
chairman, Dr Mohammed Al-Dughaim, and the
office’s employees, for the constant and dili-
gent follow-up of students. — KUNA
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Kuwait’s IICO assists
Palestinians in West
Bank during Eid

RAMALLAH: The Solidarity Association for So-
cial and Cultural Development’s (Tadamon) Pres-
ident, Alaa Magboul, said that the association
began distributing Eid Al-Adha sacrificial meat in
the West Bank in cooperation with Kuwait’s Inter-
national Islamic Charity Organization (IICO). The
President told KUNA that the project was execut-
ed under the slogan ‘Your sacrifice is a ritual and
feeding’, and the meat was distributed to the fami-
lies of orphans registered with it.

Many families, who have lost a breadwinner and
keep facing great difficulties, have benefited from
the project. He stated that a committee was formed
to supervise the work in the field of sacrifices in
Nablus Governorate and to ensure the distribution
of sacrifices lo the largest possible number of bene-
ficiaries. The association’s administration expressed
their gratitude for implementing such projects due
to their importance and their great role in support-
ing charitable work and helping needy families.

Meanwhile, over 50 Palestinians were killed
and 121 others injured in three massacres commit-
ted by the occupation forces, health authorities in
the Gaza Strip announced. The death toll from the
occupation’s assault on Gaza has reached 37,598
with 86,032 injured since October 7th, they re-
ported in a press statement. Several victims are
still under rubble and on the streets, with emer-
gency and civil defense teams unable to reach
them, the health authorities explained.

Meanwhile, the Human Rights and Civil Society
Department of the Palestine Liberation Organiza-
tion (PLO) condemned the ongoing crimes commit-
ted by the occupation in Gaza, including targeting
unarmed civilians, women, and children, and de-
stroying civilian infrastructure, which is a blatant
violation of human rights. In a press statement on
Monday, the department called for immediate and
decisive international action to stop the aggression,
genocide, and military escalation, demanding that
perpetrators of these crimes be referred Lo interna-
tional courts for accountability.

The Human Rights Department urged countries
to document the occupation’s crimes against Pal-
estinians in preparation for prosecuting the occu-
pation leaders, calling on member states of the in-
ternational community to acknowledge and record
these crimes, including those against humanity and
severe human rights violations, to ensure fair and
just prosecution in international courts. — KUNA
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NBK grants Joud’s wish to be an
architect and decor professional

Part of bank’s ‘I Dream to Be’ initiative for children with cancer

KUWAIT: NBK’s contributions are not limited
to financial support, but also include addressing
children’s psychological and moral needs. See-
ing children recover and the joy on their parents’
faces encourages us to do our utmost efforts to
give more. Naltional Bank of Kuwail (NBK) always
seeks Lo bring a smile Lo the faces of children with
cancer, by supporting them and realizing their
dreams through its ‘I Dream to Be’ initiative, which
has been ongoing for 12 years.

In this context, the bank granted the wish of Joud
Al-Merai, a 12-year-old girl, who is undergoing treat-
ment at NBK Children’s Hospital, to become an ar-
chitect and décor professional, as she has a sense of
creativity and is fond of design since an early age. To
this end, NBK’s team took Joud on a tour at KAYAN
Architects, in coordination with the company’s owner,
Bashar Al-Salem, for designing skelches, inleracling,
and teaching her some tips and techniques.

Following that, NBK’s team accompanied Joud
to Hassan Abul’'s Showroom where she picked
and designed a whole space including carpets,

Young Kuwaiti pianist
captivates audiences

in Geneva

VIENNA: Young Kuwaiti pianist Rawan Behbehani
captivated audiences at the Victoria Hall Theater in
Geneva. Her appearance, the first of its kind, is a con-
siderable feat, as the concert venue is known for host-
ing musical geniuses. Behbehani, a prodigy of classical
music, appeared on stage for eight minutes, playing the
second movement of Beethoven. The young pianist told
Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) of her overwhelming joy
at representing Geneva’s Conservatoire alongside her
peers, as the institute is the oldest in Switzerland and
one of the oldest in Europe.
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sofas, curtains, chairs and lamps. She also got the
chance lo design her dream home with archilecls
on the computer as she picked several materi-
als to be used in it. The ‘I Dream to Be’ iniliative
aligns with NBK’s commitment to deliver its so-
cial responsibility through unwavering contribu-
tions bolstering its position as the leading bank
in social responsibility in Kuwait, especially in
children’s healthcare.

On this occasion, Joanne Al-Abdul Jaleel, NBK Pub-
lic Relations Manager at National Bank of Kuwait said,
“At NBK, we take pride in the ‘I Dream to Be’ initiative,
which has (ulfilled the dreams of many children and giv-
en them hope, and every time we [ulfill a child’s dream,
we feel proud of this initiative that brings a smile to
the faces of children and their families.” “NBK’s social
contribution is not limited to financial support, but also
addressing children’s psychological and moral needs
to help them through these difficult times, as the bank
makes its utmost endeavors to grant children’s wishes,
bring joy lo their hearls, enhance their vision for the
future, and give them happiness and hope for a bright

Behbehani answered a question on the musi-
cal picces that have influenced her, saying that she
has been moved by the work of Mozart, Beetho-
ven, Haydn, and other classical music geniuses. She
spoke to KUNA aboutl her recent visit to Mozarl’s
home-turned-museum, where she also attended a
concert, and voiced her hope for a chance to play
al Vienna or Salzburg’s opera houses. Rawan discov-
ered her passion for classical music at the ripe age of
six, and despite her youthful career, she has already
been awarded 13 international prizes.

She performed with an orchestra four times, in-
cluding a performance in Kuwait with Prague’s phil-
harmonic orchestra at the age of 10, a performance
in Geneva at 12, and on Omani women'’s day at the lo-
cal opera house in 2022. Upon realizing her talents,
Rawan’s family made sure to create the proper envi-
ronment to nurture her gift. — KUNA
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tomorrow, she noted.

“NBK serves as a role model in delivering social
responsibility through constant contributions on all
levels, especially healthcare services, and the activi-
ties and initiatives to develop the healthcare system
in NBK Children’s Hospital,” she emphasized. “See-
ing children recover and the joy on the faces of their
families encourages us to do our utmost endeavors
to further advance the ‘I Dream to Be’ initiative. NBK
also continues to support the hospital by developing
all units and providing comprehensive care that tran-
scends Lrealment services by organizing a variely of
entertainment activities that bring joy and happiness
to children and their families,” she mentioned.

NBK stands out with a rich record of various pi-
oneering humanilarian and social iniliatives, showing
unwavering dedication to extending all sorts of sup-
port to children. Additionally, it continuously orga-
nizes many visils Lo childcare inslitutions o foster a
culture of communily service and raise awareness of
social responsibility, underscoring a deeply-rooted
approach which it always seeks to promote.

1.":

Young Kuwaltl plamst Rawan Behbehani captvates audlences atthe Vlctona Hall Theater in Geneva. — KUNA photos

Rawan Behbehani at the Vlctorla LE Theater |n Geneva.
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Shock in Indian district where 56 died from tainted alcohol

Gaza war shatters
Palestinian
pupils’ dreams
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Zionist strike kills Gaza emergency chiefl

Medics aim to screen thousands of Gaza children for malnutrition

GAZA: A man mourns by the body of a Palestinian doctor Hani Al-Jaafarawi, Gaza’s ambulance and emergen-
cy teams chief, during his funeral at Al-Ahli Arab hospital on June 24, 2024. — AFP

CAIRO: 'Two Zionist air strikes targeting aid supplies
killed at least 11 Palestinians in Gaza on Monday, medics
said, as Zionist tanks pushed deeper into Rafah in the
south and fought their way back into areas in the north
they had already subdued months ago.

One strike al a food distribution center in Gaza Cily,
near the Shali historic refugee camp, killed three peo-
ple. Another, near Bani Suhaila town in the southern
Gaza Strip, killed at least eight, including guards who
accompany aid trucks, the medics said. There was no
immediale comment {rom the Zionist entity, which de-
nies allacking aid efforts and accuses militants of caus-
ing harm to civilians by operating among them.

Overnight, a Zionist air strike al a medical clinic in
Gaza Cily killed the director of Gaza’s Ambulance and
Emergency Department, the enclave’s health ministry
said. The Zionist military said that strike had killed a se-
nior Hamas armed commander.

The health ministry said the killing of Hani Al-Jaa-
farawi brought the number of medical staff killed by
Zionist fire since Oct 7 to 500. At least 300 others have
so [ar been delained. In a statement, the Zionist military
said the strike targeted Mohammad Salah, who it said
was responsible for developing Hamas weaponry.

Screening for malnutrition
More than eight months into the fighting, interna-
lional mediation backed by the Uniled Slates has so far

Foreign diplomats
tour Beirut airport
after weapons claims

BEIRUT: Senior Lebanese officials on Monday de-
fended procedures at Beirut airport during a tour for
journalists and diplomats, a day after a British daily
alleged Hezbollah was storing weapons at the facility.

The accusations came during escalating exchang-
es of fire and bellicose rhetoric between Lebanon’s
Hezbollah movement and Zionist forces, which have
engaged in near-daily fire since war in Gaza began.

On Sunday, British daily The Telegraph reported
that Hezbollah was storing missiles and rockets at
Beirut airport, where “whistleblowers” had report-
ed the arrival of “unusually big boxes” from Iran.
Hezbollah has nol made any official comment. “The
airport adheres lo international standards,” said
Transport Minister Ali Hamieh, who led the visit to-
gether with Lebanon’s ministers for foreign affairs,
tourism and information.

Representlalives [rom foreign missions including
Egypt, Germany and the European Union delegation
joined the tour of the airporl’s warehouse facilities.
Hamieh on Sunday held a press conference to reject
The Telegraph report as false and “lo say that there
are no weapons entering or leaving Beirut.” He invited
ambassadors and reporters for the tour.

India’s Modi calls
for ‘consensus’ as
parliament opens

NEW DELHI: Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi appealed to an emboldened opposition for
“consensus” Monday, as parliament opened follow-
ing an electlion setback that forced him into a coali-
Llion government for the first time in a decade. Ex-
pected in the first session, which will run until July 3,
is a preview of Modi's plans for his third term and the
likely formal appointment of Rahul Gandhi as leader
of the opposition — a post vacant since 2014.
Modi’s first two terms in office followed landslide
wins for his right-wing Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
allowing his government to drive laws through par-
liament with only cursory debate. Bul now analysts
expect the 73-year-old Modi to moderate his Hin-

failed Lo bring a ceasefire agreement. Hamas says any
agreement must bring an end to the war, while the en-
tity says it will agree only temporary pauses in fighting
until Hamas is eradicated.

In Rafah, near the border with Egypt, Zionist forces
which took control of the eastern, southern, and central
parts of the city pursued their raid into the western and
northern areas, said residents, describing heavy fight-
ing. On Sunday, residents had said Zionist tanks had
advanced Lo the edge of the Mawasi displaced persons’
camp in the northwest of Rafah, forcing many families
to leave northward to IChan Yunis and to Deir Al-Balah
in central Gaza, the only city in the enclave where tanks
have not yet invaded.

“The situation in Tel Al-Sultan, in western Rafah,
remains very dangerous. Drones and (Zionist) snipers
are hunting people who try to check on their houses,
and tanks continue to take over areas overseeing Al-
Mawasi further west,” Bassam, a resident of Rafah, told
Reuters via a chat app. The Zionist military said forces
continued “intelligence-based targeted operations” in
Rafah, locating weapons and rocket launchers and kill-
ing militants “who posed threats to them.”

In the north of the enclave, where the Zionist enlity
had said its forces completed operations months ago,
residents said tanks had pushed back into Gaza City’s
Zeitoun suburb and were pounding several areas there.
In Deir Al-Balah, now the last refuge for many thou-

At the airport, Hamieh described The Telegraph
report as part of “psychological war” on Lebanon
and said it was a “distortion of the reputation” of
Lebanon’s only international airport. The tour “in-
cluded an import and export center ... that accounts
for 20 percent of the import traffic and is concerned
with services for Iranian planes which were the sub-
ject of The Telegraph report”, Hamich said. Another
warehouse accounted for the remaining 80 percent
of imports and exports, he told a press conference.

‘Lies’

The Zionisl entily has for years accused Hezbol-
lah of keeping weapons in installations throughout
Lebanon, including near Beirut airport, an accu-
salion Hezbollah has denied. The Zionist enlily
bombed Beirut airport when it last went to war
with Hezbollah in 2006.

The airport’'s manager, Fadi El-Hassan, said all air-
crafts arriving at the facility, including Iranian planes,
“are subject to the same customs procedures”. Egyp-
tian ambassador Alaa Moussa said that while diplo-
mals were not responsible for inspecting the airport
for prohibited items, “our presence (at the tour) is a
message of support” to Lebanon and “a message to
all parties that what is needed ... is calm”.

Housewile Rola Qassem, aged around 50, who
had just arrived from Ivory Coast to spend summer in
south Lebanon with her family, said she didn't believe
the reports of weapons being stored at the airport.
“It’s all lies so that people are afraid to go to Lebanon,
to stop tourism,” she told AFP. — AFP

du-nationalist agenda to assuage his coalition part-
ners, focusing more on infrastructure, social welfare
and economic reforms.

“To run the countlry, a consensus is of ulmost
importance”, Modi said in a speech shortly be-
fore entering parliament, calling on the opposi-
tion to play a constructive role. “People expect
their representatives to debate and discuss is-
sues which are important to the country ... they
don’t expect disturbances or hindrances in the
parliamentary proceedings,” he said. “People
wanl subslance, not slogans.”

Modi led lawmakers in taking the oath — as his
cheering supporters thumped their desks in support,
and opposition members waved the constitution in
protest. He said he was “proud to serve” India.

Minister of Parliamentary Affairs IGren Rijiju on
Monday called for a “peaceful and productive” ses-
sion, but Indian media said they expected lively de-
bate with a far stronger opposition. “All set to spar,”
one headline in the Hindustan Times read Monday.
“Resurgent opposition set to push government,” said
the Indian Express front page. — AFP

DEIR AL-BALAH: Jana Ayad, a malnourished Palestinian girl, lies on a bed as her mother sits next to her at the

International Medical Corps field hospital. — Reuters

sands of Gazans following the assault on Rafah, medics
at a clinic said they were working to step up screening
of young children for severe malnutrition. “With the
displacement, communities are settling in new locations
that do not have access to clean water, or there is not
adequate access to food,” said Muaamar Said, a doctor
with aid group International Medical Corps. “We fear
there are more cases being missed.”

The group and partners are planning to reach more
than 200,000 under five-years-old as part of a cam-
paign over coming months. Over the weekend, fami-
lies were already coming into the clinic. Five-year-old
Jana Ayad had weighed just 9 kilograms when she
arrived, sulfering from diarrhea and vomiling, Nulri-
tion Officer Raghda Ibrahim Qeshta told Reuters as
she carefully held the child. “My daughter was dying
in front of me,” said Nasma Ayad as she sal next Lo
the bed. “I didn’t know what to do.” Jana had started
putting on some weight after treatment, medics said,
but she was still painfully thin with her ribs showing
as she lay listlessly in her bunny pajamas. A group of
UN-led aid agencies estimates that around 7 percent
of Gazan children may be acutely malnourished, com-
pared with 0.8 percent before the war.

Intense fighting to end soon
The Zionist enlily began a ground and air cam-
paign in Gaza after Hamas-led militants attacked

the south of the Zionist enlity on Ocl 7, killing
around 1,200 people and seizing more than 250
hostages, according to Zionist tallies. The Zionist
offensive has killed almost 37,600 people, ac-
cording to Palestinian health authorilies, and has
left Gaza in ruins.

Netanyahu said the phase of intense fighting
against Hamas would end “very soon”. In an in-
terview with the Zionist channel 14, he said forc-
es based in Gaza would be freed to move to the
north, where the entity has warned of a potential
full-blown war against Lebanon’s Hezbollah move-
menl, which has struck the border region in what
it says is solidarity with the Palestinians. “After the
intense phase is finished, we will have the possibil-
ity to move part of the forces north. And we will do
this,” Nelanyahu said.

The interview was Nelanyahu's first since the
start of the war in a lelevision format. He said he
would support only a temporary ceasefire, before
troops would return to fighting. Hamas said this
was evidence that he was reneging on a truce offer
touted by the White House and backed by the Unit-
ed Nations. The remarks showed that Netanyahu
was using ceaselire negoliations only as a slalling
tactic while combat continues, Ezzat El-Reshiq, a
senior Hamas political official who lives in exile, said
in a statement. — Reuters

% HWASEONG: Firefighters take a break as rescue work continues following a deadly fire at a lithium battery
factory owned by South Korean battery maker Aricell on June 24, 2024. — Reuters

Blaze at S Korea
lithium battery
plant kills 22

HWASEONG: A lithium battery factory in South
Korea was set on fire after multiple batteries ex-
ploded on Monday, killing 22 workers, most of
them Chinese nationals, fire officials said. The fire
and a series of explosions ripped through the fac-
tory run by primary battery manufacturer Aricell
in Hwaseong, an industrial cluster southwest of the
capital Seoul.

The victims likely succumbed to extremely toxic
gas within seconds of the blaze getting out of con-
trol, the officials said. It was unclear what caused
the explosions, and the fire was largely extinguished
in about six hours. Eighteen Chinese workers, two
South Koreans and one Laotian were among the
dead. The nationality of the other deceased worker

was yel to be confirmed, Kim Jin-young, an official at
the Hwaseong fire service, told reporters, ciling in-
formation from company officials. The blaze was first
reported at 10:31 am (0131 GMT) alter a series of
battery cells exploded inside a warchouse of 35,000
batteries, Kim said.

A Reuters journalist saw firefighters moving up to
six bodies out of the factory. Due to the intensity of
the blaze, rescuers were finding it difficult Lo identify
the dead, Kim said. Two people were being treated
for major burns, officials at the scene said. Live TV
footage showed firefighters spraying the damaged
steel and concrete building. Parts of the upper lev-
el had collapsed, and large chunks of the building
looked like they had been blown out into the street
by explosions.

Aerial foolage showed massive while smoke clouds
billowing from the structure and explosions rolling
through the building. Gyeonggi province fire official
Cho Sun-ho said most of the foreign workers killed
were temporary hires, likely unfamiliar with the struc-
ture of the building. Smoke and the fire blaze spread
within 15 seconds and the victims likely succumbed
after taking one or two breaths, he said. — Reuters
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Shock in Indian district where
56 died from tainted alcohol
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! KALLAKURICHI: Members of All India Anna Dravida Munne
consumed toxic alcohol.— AFP photos

)

KALLAKURICHI, India: Plumes of smoke {rom
funeral pyres darkened the sky Monday over the In-
dian town at the epicenter of a poisoning by a batch
of illegal alcohol that has killed 56 and hospitalized
more than 100. Wailing relatives mourned the dead,
draping flower wreaths on coffins as the communi-
ty gathered in shock in Kallakurichi district in the
southern state of Tamil Nadu.

Indian police said Monday the death toll from the
toxic batch had risen to 56, with 117 people in hos-
pital recovering, several in serious condition. Others
have been blinded alter drinking the locally made
“arrack” last week, which was laced with methanol.

Death toll rises to
20 after gunmen
attack Dagestan

MOSCOW: The death toll from a series of brazen at-
tacks on churches and synagogues in Russia’s mainly
Muslim region of Dageslan rose to 20 on Monday
after gunmen went on the rampage in coordinated
attacks in two of the republic’s most important cities.

Gunmen with automatic weapons burst into an
Orthodox church and a synagogue in the ancient cily
of Derbent on Sunday evening, selling fire Lo an icon
at the church and killing a 66-year-old Orthodox
priest, Nikolai Kotelnikov.

In the city of Makhachkala, about 125 km (75
miles) north on the Caspian Sea shore, attackers shot
at a traffic police post and attacked a church. Gun
battles erupted around the Assumption Cathedral in
Makhachkala and heavy automalic gunfire rang oul
late into the night. Footage showed residents running
for cover as plumes of smoke rose above the city.

There was no immediate claim of responsibility.
Russia’s investigative committee said 15 policemen
and four civilians were killed. According Lo Dages-
tan’s healthcare ministry, 46 more people were
wounded. At least five attackers were killed, some
were shown by local media shot dead on a pavement.

“This is a day of tragedy for Dagestan and the
whole country,” said Sergei Melikov, the head of the
Dageslan region, who on Monday visiled the syn-
agogue and church thal were allacked in Derbent.
He said that foreign forces had been involved in
preparing the attack, but gave no details. “This is an
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Kokila, aged 16, lost both her parents to the toxic
brew. She is determined to make them proud. “My
father wanted me lo be an engineer,” Kokila said,
who uses only one name. “That is why I will study
and become one.” Hundreds of people die every year
in India from cheap alcohol made in backstreet dis-
tilleries, but last week’s poisoning is one of the worst
in recent years. To increase its polency, the liquor is
often spiked with methanol, which can cause blind-
ness, liver damage and death.

Top district police official Rajat Chaturvedi told
AFP that “56 people have died so far and around 117
people are currently under medical treatment”. Po-

attempt to cleave apart our unity.” “We must un-
derstand that war comes to our homes too. We felt it
but today we face it,” he said, adding that authorities
were hunting for “sleeper cells” that had trained the
attackers with assistance from abroad. He said later
on Monday the perpetrators were {rom Dageslan,
Russian state news agencies reported.

Dagestan announced three days ol mourning.
Photos of the dead policemen were lined up on the
streel by red carnations. President Vladimir Putin,
who has long accused the West of trying to stoke
separatism in the Caucasus, sent his condolences
to those who lost loved ones. Dagestan is a main-
ly Muslim republic of Russia’s North Caucasus, a
patchwork of ethnic groups, languages and regions
that live in the shadow of the Caucasus mountains
between the Caspian Sea and the Black Sea.

The attack on Christian and Jewish places ol wor-
ship stoked fears Russia may be facing a renewed
militant Islamist threat just three months after a
deadly attack in Moscow. In the Moscow atlack, 145
people were killed at the Crocus concert hall, an at-
tack claimed by Islamic State.

In October, after the war in Gaza broke out, riot-
ers waving Palestinian flags broke down glass doors
and rampaged through Makhachkala airport to look
for Jewish passengers on a flight arriving from Tel
Aviv. Uniled Natlions Secrelary-General Anlonio
Guterres condemned the attack and conveyed his
condolences, a spokesperson said.

Derbent, one of the oldest continuously inhabited
cities on earth, is home to an ancient Jewish com-
munity and a UNESCO World Heritage site. Russian
investigators said it was a “terrorist” attack but did
not give delails of the attackers.

Russia’s state media cited law enforcement as
saying two sons of Magomed Omarov, the head of

tra Kazhagam (AIADMK) party protest against toxic alcohol th
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litical rivals in the state have blamed each other for
the deaths, and the site of the tragedy on Monday
witnessed a protest by local opposition politicians.

Poor laborers in Kallakurichi district regularly
bought the liquor in plastic bags costing 60 rupees
($0.70), which they would drink before work. This
batch, however, was devastating. Some people went
blind, while others collapsed in the street and died
before they could make it to hospital.

Murugan said he had tried to gel his father,
55-year-old Vijayan, to give up drinking alcohol.
Vijayan also died after drinking the tainted batch.
Murugan said government compensation payments
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Political rivals trade blame for one of worst alcohol poisonings in recent years

S i
2024. (Right) Relatives mourn near the deceased who

would not make up for the loss. “Despite repeated
requests, he continued to consume liquor in the eve-
ning after work,” he said. “The government has given
us money, but I can’t get my father back.”

Tamil Nadu is not a dry state, but liquor traded
on the black market comes at a lower price than
alcohol sold legally. Selling and consuming liquor
is prohibited in several other parts of India, further
driving the thriving black market for potent and
sometimes lethal moonshine. Last year, poisonous
alcohol killed at least 27 people in one sitting in the
eastern Indian state of Bihar, while in 2022, al least
42 people died in Gujarat. — AFP
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DERBENT: Dagestan region governof sérgei Mélikm-l visits an Orthodox church, which was attacked by
gunmen a day before, in this handout picture. — AFP

central Dagestan’s Sergokala district, were among
the attackers in Dagestan. They were killed and their
father was detained, state media said. June 24 to 26
have been declared days of mourning in Dagestan,
Melikov said, with flags lowered to half-mast and all
entertainment events cancelled.

The Russian empire expanded into the Caucasus
in the late 18th and early 19th centuries, but an in-
surgency after the 1991 fall of the Soviet Union led
Lo two wars. In August 1999, Chechen fighter Sham-

il Basayev led fighters into Dagestan in a bid to aid
Dagestani Wahhabist fundamentalists, riggering a
major bombing campaign by the Russian military
ahead of the Second Chechen War.

Asked whether Moscow feared a possible re-
turn of such violence, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said: “No. Now there is a different Russia.
Society is consolidated and such terrorist mani-
festations are not supported by society in Russia
or in Dagestan.” — Agencies

1,301 deaths during
hajj, mostly among...

Continued from Page 1

The hajj is one of the five pillars of Islam that all
Muslims with the means must complete at least once in
their lives. Saudi officials have said 1.8 million pilgrims
took part this year, a similar number to last vear, and
that 1.6 million came from abroad. For the past several
years the mainly outdoor rituals have fallen during the
sweltering Saudi summer.

The timing of the hajj moves forward about 11 days each
year in the Gregorian calendar, meaning that next year it
will take place earlier in June, potentially in cooler condi-
tions. A 2019 study by the journal Geophysical Research
Letters said because of climate change, heat stress for hajj
pilgrims will exceed the “extreme danger threshold” from
2047 to 2052 and 2079 to 2086, “with increasing frequen-

Hajj permits are allocated to countries on a quota

Kuwait lifts visa
ban on Filipinos...

Continued from Page 1

the discovery of the remains of a murdered Filipina
maid in her employers’ freezer. Ambassador of the Phil-
ippines to Kuwait Ambassador Jose A Cabrera III told
Kuwait Times the Philippine Embassy welcomes the lift-
ing of the visa ban on Filipino citizens and the return of
Filipino workers to Kuwait. “The embassy looks forward
to the enhancement of the bilateral relationship between
the two friendly countries with forthcoming meetings and
discussions that will take up and address the outstanding
labor issues and concerns to the satisfaction of both par-
ties and to the mutual benefit of workers and employers,”
he added.

system and distributed to individuals by lottery. Even for
those who can oblain them, the steep cosls spur many Lo
attempt the hajj without a permit, though they risk arrest
and deportation if caught. Saudi authorities said before
the hajj that they had cleared hundreds of thousands of
unregistered pilgrims from Makkah.

The Saudi official who spoke to AFP on Friday said around
400,000 unregistered pilgrims took part, and that “almost all
of them (were) from one nationality”, an apparent reference
to Egypt. On Saturday, Egyptian Prime Minister Mostafa
Madbouly ordered 16 tourism companies stripped of their
licenses and referred their managers to the public prosecutor
over illegal pilgrimages to Makkah, Egypt’s cabinet said.

It said the rise in the number of deaths of unregistered
Egyptian pilgrims stemmed from some companies which
“organized the hajj programs using a personal visit visa,
which prevents its holders from entering Makkah” via offi-
cial channels. Unregistered pilgrims in many cases did not
have access to amenities meant to make the pilgrimage
more bearable, including air-conditioned tents. Unregis-
tered Egyptian pilgrims told AFP last week that in some
cases they struggled to access hospitals or hail ambulanc-
es for loved ones, some of whom ended up dying. — AFP

In 2020, the Philippines reimposed a ban on its citi-
zens going to work in Kuwait after a Filipina was allegedly
killed by her employer. In May last year, Kuwait imposed
a lotal ban on the recruitment of workers from the Philip-
pines and also banned the issuance of all types of visas to
Filipinos following another row between the two countries
over the murder of a Filipina housemaid.

In February last year, the Philippines imposed a ban on
deploying first-time domestic workers to Kuwait in pro-
test against the gruesome murder of 26-year-old Jullebee
Ranara after her body was found burnt in the desert. She
was also found to be pregnant. Authorities arrested the
then 17-year-old son of her employer, who was later sen-
tenced to 16 years in jail because he was a minor.

When issuing the ban, Kuwaiti authorities insisted that
the embassy of the Philippines breached its diplomatic
status by interfering in domestic issues related to domes-
tic workers. There are around 270,000 Filipinos in Kuwait,
many of them working as domestlic helpers.

Pushback urged
against efforts to
disband UNRWA

GENEVA: The head of the United Nations Pales-
tinian refugee agency (UNRWA) on Monday called
on partners o fight back against efforts by the Zi-
onist entity to have the organization disbanded as it
provides humanitarian assistance to Gaza and across
the region. “(The Zionist entity) has long been criti-
cal of the agency’s mandate. But it now seeks to end
UNRWA's operations, dismissing the agency’s status
as a United Nations entity supported by an over-
whelming majority of member states,” UNRWA chief
Philippe Lazzarini said al a meeling of the agency’s
advisory commission in Geneva.

“If we do not push back, other UN entities and
international organisations will be next, further un-
dermining our multilateral system.” Lazzarini said the
agency was being subjecled Lo a “concerted effort”
Lo dismantle it, including through legislative initialives
threatening to evict the agency [rom its compound
and labeling UNRWA as a terrorist organization.

Zionist Prime Minister Benjamin Nelanyahu has for
vears called for UNRWA to be dismantled, accusing it
of anti-Zionist incitement. Last month, the Zionist par-
liament, the Knesset, passed the preliminary reading
ol a bill aimed al designaling UNRWA as a Llerrorist
organization. The Zionist diplomatic mission in Gene-
va dismissed Lazzarini’s statlement on Monday.

“Letting other UN entities and international or-
ganizalions be used or controlled by Lerrorist or-
ganizalions Lo the extent Hamas embedded itsell in
UNRWA will further undermine our multilateral sys-
tem,” it said in a statement. “This is the real threat to
our ruled-based international order.”

Lazzarini also said the agency, which has pro-
vided essential aid to Gazans throughout the Zion-
ist enlily’s eight-month olfensive, was “staggering

GAZA: Palestinians carry a victim outside the head-
quarters of UNRWA following a Zionist strike in Gaza
City on June 23, 2024. — Reuters

under the weight of relentless attacks”. “In Gaza,
the agency has paid a terrible price: 193 UNRWA
personnel have been killed,” he said. “More than 180
installations have been damaged or destroyed, killing
at least 500 people seeking United Nations protec-
tion...Our premises have been used for military pur-
poses by (the Zionist entity), Hamas and other Pales-
tinian armed groups.”

Several countries halted their funding to UNR-
WA following accusations by the Zionist entlily that
some of the agency’s stall were involved in the Ocl
7 Hamas altack on the Zionist enlily thal triggered
the Gaza war. Most donors have since resumed their
funding. Lazzarini said that UNRWA still lacked the
necessary resources to fulfill its mandate.

“The agency’s ability to operate beyond August
will depend on member states disbursing planned
funds and providing new contributions to the core
budget,” he said. Established in 1949 following
the first Arab-Zionist war, UNRWA provides ser-
vices including schooling, primary healthcare and
humanitarian aid in Gaza, the West Bank, Jordan,
Syria and Lebanon. — Reulers



Kuwait =2 Times

Established g6

7

International

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

Gaza war shatters Palestinian pupils’ dreams

Final exams cancelled « 75 percent of schools need full reconstruction after Zionist bombardment

KHAN YUNIS: Teenagers across the Gaza Strip
should have been Laking their final exams this month,
a last hurdle before university and lifelong dreams,
but the war in the Palestinian territory has crushed
those hopes. According to the education ministry in
the Gaza Strip, 85 percent of educational facilities in
the terrilory are oul of service because of the war. “1
was eagerly awaiting the exams, but the war prevent-
ed that and destroyed that joy”, said Baraa Al-Farra,
an 18-year-old student displaced from Khan Yunis in
southern Gaza.

“At first we were waiting in the hope that the war
would end and we would catch up,” he said. But “we
don’t know how long it will last or how many years it
will deprive us of our educational lives.”

The Education Cluster, a UN-backed organiza-
tion, estimated in a report this month that more than
75 percent of Gaza’s schools would need full recon-
struction or major rehabilitation to reopen after nine
months of Zionist bombardment. Many have been
turned into shelters for Gaza’s displaced and others
have been damaged in Zionist strikes.

‘Books not bombs’

Liliane Nihad, an 18-year-old displaced to Khan
Yunis from Gaza Cily, in the territory’s north, said she
and her fellow students had “been waiting 12 years to
take these exams and pass and feel happy and enter
university ... but we have been deprived of all that by
this damned war”.

Nihad said she had been hoping to study English

Filming TikToks in
tear gas: Kenya’s
Gen-Z protesters

NAIROBI: Growing up in a shanty town in Kenya’s
capital Nairobi, Sarah Njoroge saw her parents ban
her older siblings from taking part in anti-govern-
ment demonstrations, fearing the bloody crackdown
that would follow. But the 21-year-old spent two days
last week dodging clouds of Lear gas and waler can-
non — smartphone in hand — instead of attending
her psychology class. She is part of a mostly Gen-Z,
social media-savvy crowd that has flooded streets
across Kenya, bringing together thousands of youth
from different social classes united in their opposi-
tion to proposed tax hikes. Many said they wanted to
challenge the cliche that their generation is apolitical
as they gear up for a national strike on Tuesday.

Some have already paid a huge price — with at
least two deaths and dozens wounded, according Lo
rights campaigners. A police watchdog said on Iriday
it was investigating allegations that a 29-year-old
man was shol by officers in Nairobi after the demon-
strations. “I did not need my mother’s permission to
come here,” Njoroge told AFP, dressed in ripped
jeans and black trainers, in an alleyway emblazoned
with graffiti about corruption — a hot-button issue
in the country. “Even so, her refusal would mean she
is in bed with our oppressors.”

The movement started on social media — as fu-
rious TikToks amassed thousands of views — and
snowballed into protests in Nairobi, which then
spread nationwide. “They instilled a lot of fear in our
parents and we don’t want to inherit that,” 19-year-
old international relations student Jeremy Mwangi
told AFP. “We want to stand up for ourselves, we
wanl Lo determine our [uture.”

‘Cool kids’

The government’s initial dismissal of the move-
ment as “clueless” protests by “cool kids” is now
being put to the test, with President William Ruto
saying on Sunday that he was ready for talks with
the protesters. “I am very proud of our young peo-
ple ...and I want to tell them we are going lo engage
them,” Ruto said, hailing the demonstrations for be-
ing “peaceful”. But protest organizer Hanifa Adan
said Ruto needed to “respond publicly” to their de-
mands calling for the hikes to be cancelled. “Presi-

Legacy of 2022 clashes
shapes presidential
race for Iran’s youth

DUBALI: Atousa, a young Iranian woman, joined an-
gry protests against Iran’s rulers in 2022 that loy-
alists like Reza, a young Iranian man, helped crush.
"Two years on, the two young Iranians’ political views
remain at odds, reflecting a rift that will shape the
outcome of presidential elections this week. Now 22,
Alousa says she will abstain from voling in riday’s
ballol Lo choose a successor Lo Ebrahim Raisi after
his death in a helicopter crash, regarding the exer-
cise with derision.

Bul Reza, 26, a religiously devoul member of the
hardline Basij militia, intends to vote, a contrasting
view of the worth of the election that underscores
the division in Iran between supporters and oppo-
nents of the 45-year-old Islamic Republic. All six
candidates — five hardliners and a low-key moder-
ate approved by a hardline watchdog body — have
been wooing youthful voters in speeches and cam-
paign messages, using social media to reach the 60
percent of the 85 million population aged under 30.

“This election, like all elections in Iran, is a cir-
cus. Why should I vole when I want the regime Lo
be toppled?” Atousa told Reuters. She declined to
be identified by her full name for securily reasons.
“Even if it was a free and fair election and if all can-
didates could enter the race, the president in Iran has
no power,” she said.

The hashtag #ElectionCircus has been widely
posted on social media platform X by Iranians in the
past few weeks, while some Iranians at home and
abroad have called for an election boycoll.

Under Iran’s clerical system, the elected president
runs the government day-to-day but his powers

and to get a doctorate, “but all of that has evaporat-
ed”. Displaying their anger at the situation, dozens of
students and teachers held a protest in Gaza City’s Al-
Rimal neighborhood on Saturday.

“We demand our right to take high school exams”
and “We wanl books, not bombs” they chanted, while
empty chairs were laid out to symbolize those stu-
dents killed in the war. Farra said he wanted Lo gel oul
of the territory to achieve his dreams. “I hope that the
crossing will be opened so that I can travel in order to
complete my education and not waste my years be-
cause I am young and wanl Lo achieve my ambilions.”
For now, he faces the harsh realities of life under siege.
“I wish I could experience the faligue of staying up
late studying now and not the fatigue of queueing for
sweel and sally waler” in the lerritory where clean
waler is scarce, like many other essentials.

‘Psychologically exhausted’

Pupils in the Zionist-occupied West Bank will take
the exams, as will those Gazans who managed Lo es-
cape lo neighboring Egypt. Even for these pupils,
however, the war has been hugely disruptive. “We are
psychologically exhausted and not well prepared”
said Muhammad Osama, a student from Gaza’s south-
ernmost cily of Rafah, after compleling his religious
studies exam in Cairo.

In the West Bank, Zionist settler violence has fur-
ther escalated since the start of the Gaza war. Ac-
cording to the Palestinian official news agency Wala,
20 high school students are among the hundreds of
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~ NAIROBI: People react after police use water cannon to disperse protesters duri
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GAZA: A Palestinian youth

visits the grave of a relative killed in the Zionist war on Gaza, at a makeshift cem-

fl etery in the eastern Al-Tuffah neighborhood of Gaza City. — AFP

Palestinians killed there. Wafa reported that 89,000
students from Gaza and the West Bank had been ex-
pected to take high school exams this year.

Back in Gaza, however, there will be no exams at all.
The UN, citing the Palestinian ministry of education,
said about 39,000 high school students in Gaza are
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ng a demonstration against

Kenya’s proposed finance bill 2024/2025 on June 20, 2024. — Reuters

dent Ruto can'’t claim to support us while his police
brutalize peaceful protesters,” she told AFP, adding
that she was in hiding Lo avoid arresL.

Kenya has a long history of protest, with dem-
onslrators facing arrests and police violence during
their struggle for multi-party democracy in the 1980s
and 1990s. But subsequent decades saw rallies char-
aclerized by paid crowds, with leaders keen to give
the impression they could draw a spontaneous and
adoring following.

‘Raise hope, not tear gas’

Things look very different this time. Armed with
smartphones, and often livestreaming their protests,
the demonstrators have won fans online with their
colorful, witty and occasionally explicit signs. “Raise
hope, nol tear gas,” read one placard last week,
with another declaring: “IUs not Lear gas, il’s the fra-
grance of change.” The government has made some
concessions but vowed to push ahead with other
tax increases. Despite angry calls for Ruto’s resig-
nation, the protests have remained largely peaceful
— devoid of the vandalism and looling that became
synonymous with previous political rallies. Demon-

TEHRAN: A man gestures during a protest over the
death of Mahsa Amini, a woman who died after being
arrested by the Islamic republic’s “morality police”,
in Tehran, Iran on September 19, 2022. — Reuters

are circumscribed by those of the hardline supreme
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who has the last word
on top issues such as nuclear and foreign policy.

‘Religious duty to vote’

Like many women and young Iranians, Atou-
sa joined protests in 2022 sparked by the death of
a young Kurdish woman, Mahsa Amini, in police
cuslody, following her arrest for allegedly violaling
Iran’s mandatory Islamic dress code. The unrest spi-
raled into the biggest show of opposition to Iran’s
clerical rulers in years.

Alousa, then a student, was arrested during the
protests and her dream of becoming an architect was
shattered when she was expelled from university as
a punishment for participating in the demonstrations.

strators have also trained their livestreams on police
officers, who have a hislory of using somelimes le-
thal force against civilians.

‘Ripe for revolution’

Kenya is one of the most dynamic economies in
East Africa. Yet more than a third of its roughly 52
million people lives in poverly, according to gov-
ernment figures. Ruto said Sunday thal the annual
budgel included measures o lackle youth unem-
ployment and improve access to higher education.
But promises may not be enough. “Kenya is ripe for a
revolution,” political analyst Macharia Gaitho wrote
in the leading Daily Nation newspaper. He warned
that the movement could “shake the foundations of a
state that doesn't listen to the people or care about
their concerns.” “It is easy to express anger on X and
TikTok, but quite another to come out in numbers
braving police truncheons, tear gas, waler cannons
and bullets.” Millennials are also protesting along-
side Gen-Z, with 37-year-old Sheila Olang’ saying
she felt compelled to join her younger compatriots.
“There’s nothing more powerful than when a revolu-
tion is at a grassroots level,” she said. — AFP

The Basij, a plain-clothes arm of the elite Revo-
lutionary Guards, deployed alongside uniformed se-
curity during the 2022 unrest and helped suppress
demonstrations with deadly force. Over 500 people
including 71 minors were killed in the protests, hun-
dreds injured, and thousands arresled in unrest that
was evenlually crushed by securily forces, rights
groups said.

Iran carried out seven executions linked to the
unresl. Authorilies have nol given any official esti-
maled death toll but said dozens of securily forces
were killed in “riots”.

“I will sacrifice my life for the leader and the Is-
lamic Republic. It is my religious duty to vote. My
participation will strengthen the Nezam (system),”
said Reza, from the low-income Nazi Abad district
in south Tehran. Reza said he will support a hardline
candidate who champions Khamenei’s “resistance
economy”, a phrase meaning economic self-sulffi-
ciency, strengthening trade lies with regional neigh-
bors and improving economic interaction with China
and Russia.

The economy is besel by mismanagement, slale
corruption and sanctions reimposed since 2018 after
the US ditched Tehran’s 2015 nuclear pact with six
world powers.

Reza and Atousa, both born after the 1979 Islamic
Revolution, have regrets about the 2022 demonstra-
tions, albeit for different reasons. Reza blames the
protests for bringing mounting pressure on Iran from
Western countries, which imposed sanctions on Ira-
nian securily forces and officials for alleged human
rights abuses. Iran accused Western powers of fo-
menting the unresL.

“I wish the protests had not taken place ... our en-
emies used it as a pretext to mount pressure on our
country,” he said. Atousa looks back on that period
with sadness. “I was hopeful,” she said. “I thought
finally the change will come and I will be able to live
a life with no suppression in a free country ... I paid a
heavy price, but the regime is still here.” — Reuters

unable Lo lake their Lests. Sulaf Mousa, an 18-year-old
from Al-Shati Camp west of Gaza City who was hit by
a deadly air strike on Saturday, said he had hoped to
study medicine and become a doctor. “Now, we hope
we will survive the war and not lose more than we have
already lost,” Mousa said. — AFP

Hikes, nosy neighbors
alflict Zimbabweans in
quest for mobile network

MATOBO, Zimbabwe: As the sun sets over Zimba-
bwe’s Matobo Hills, boys throw stones to chase ba-
boons away. Their goal isn't to enjoy the view of dusk
but to search for a mobile network without interference
from wild animals. Silozwe, a village less than 50 kilo-
metres (31 miles) from the southern city of Bulawayo,
the southern African country’s second largest, sits in a
conneclivily black hole. To an outsider, the daily stream
of villagers clambering up the hill might look like a pil-
grimage to a rain-making ceremony, but it's a commu-
nal trek to make phone calls, send messages and check
social media. “Grown up as I am, it’s hard for me to get
up the hill, and sometimes I still fail to connect,” said
Sakhile Sibindi, 60, a grandmother who walks five kilo-
meters to reach the spot from her home.

Rural connectivity issues are not unique to Zim-
babwe. About a third of the world’s population, or 2.6
billion people, do not have internet access, according
to the United Nations, which has a target to get ev-
eryone online by 2030. “The internel is an essential
tool to access information, employment opportunities
and education. People without meaningful access may
be left behind,” the UN’s International Telecommu-
nication Union said in a 2023 report. In sub-Saharan
Africa, about one in four people use mobile phones to
get online — but 15 percent of the population live in
areas with no coverage, according to GSMA, a telecom
industry group.

Prying ears

The Matobo Hills, a UNESCO World Heritage site
famed for its distinctive rock boulders, provide some
relief to Silozwe’s residents. But it has some clear draw-
backs, like nosy fellow connectivity hunters eaves-
dropping on phone calls, said Sibindi. “If you get the
connection, you dont have privacy,” she said after
stopping there on her way back from a routine health
check. “Sensitive family issues end up being known by
the whole village.”

Accessibilily is also an issue. “If someone gels sick
at night, you cannot come here to make a phone call.
If it’s death, you will stay with a corpse in your house
because you cannot reach out for help,” said Sibindi.

Some local residents have found ingenious work-
arounds. Mobile phones attached to sticks in yards
or strapped on tree branches in a desperate search
for network coverage are a common sight. Anna Tiyo,
a 42-year-old whose husband works in South Alfrica,
used an old metal barrel to set up a makeshift network
station under a fortuitously discovered, well-connected
tree. “One day, I got tired of walking in the sun across
the field, so I sal here under this lree, walching some
videos on my smartphone,” she said. “WhatsApp mes-
sages started coming in, and that’s how I found this net-
work spol.” Others ask bus drivers and shopkeepers to
deliver wrilten or oral messages for them.

Living in an offline area can be coslly for those lry-
ing to do business, in a country with high poverty and
unemployment rates. Bukhosibethu Moyo, a 29-year-
old building contractor, said coverage gaps cost him
clients and money, as he can't take calls or mobile pay-
ments. “Most of my clients say they fail to reach me for
several days,” he said. “They end up hiring people from
the cily who are readily available online.”

Mobile penetration is over 97 percent in Zimbabwe,
and there are more than 14.5 million active subscrip-
tions in a country of 16 million people, according to the
Postal and Telecommunications Regulatory Authority
of Zimbabwe. Bul the government has acknowledged
that connectlivity is problematic in rural areas.—AFP
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MATOBO: Buyelani Moyo uses her mobile phone
placed on a guava tree to boost network connectivity
at her homestead. — AFP
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Covestro opens door to ADNOC

deal after it raises bid to S

Firms in ‘concrete negotiations’ * Covestro shares jump 6%

FRANKFURT: Germany’s Covestro
said on Monday it was stepping up
talks with ADNOC after the Emirati
energy company made an improved
11.7 billion euro ($12.5 billion) takeover
bid following more than a year of pur-
suing the chemicals firm.

Covestro, which makes plastics and
chemicals for construction and engi-
neering, said it was opening its books
to ADNOC and believed the two sides
could “generally reach a common un-
derstanding regarding core aspects of a
possible transaction including support
for Covestro’s [urther growth strategy”.

Talks, which had previously been
described as open-ended, will now be
“concrele negoliations”, with Coves-
tro saying it will provide Abu Dhabi
National Oil Co with due diligence in-
formation after it made a 62 euros per
share offer. That was up from 60 euros
previously, based on what people fa-
miliar with the talks had told Reuters.

Shares in Covestro, which said
talks would proceed “in a timely man-
ner” and there was no certainty ol an
agreement, were up 6 percent to 54.3
euros at 1356 GMT. “We welcome the
fact that Covestro is now negoliating
with ADNOC,” said Arne Rautenberg,
fund manager at Union Investment,
which LSEG data shows as one of

Covestro’s top-10 shareholders. “But
from an investor’s point of view, there
is still room for improvement regarding
the 62 euros-per-share offer price.”

It has taken more than a year Lo gel
Lo this stage. ADNOCs initial informal
offer was reported in June 2023, but it
was not until September last year that
the Covestro entered into talks. “We
look forward to jointly working with
Covestro to swiftly progress due dili-
gence for this important transaction,”
an ADNOC spokesperson said, adding
that this was a final offer. The length
of talks would suggest that many of
issues are likely Lo be well advanced,
Jefferies analyst said in a note.

Covestro said it had postponed
until further notice its capital mar-
kets day scheduled for June 27 “in
light of the recent developments”.
ADNOC has been pursuing several
European targets.

It has also been in talks with
Austria’s OMV  to create a chemicals
giant with combined annual sales of
more than $20 billion. And in De-
cember, it agreed to buy European
chemical producer OCI'’s stake in am-
monia and urea producer Fertiglobe
for $3.6 billion. Reuters reported in
April that it had for a while consid-
ered buying Britain’s BP. — Reulers
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== A worker at Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC) checks the robotic fueling arm pilot in a demonstration during a media tour in

Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. — Reuters

Canada considers

import tariffs
on Chinese EVs

OTTAWA: Canada is considering whether Lo
impose import tariffs on Chinese-made electric
vehicles (EVs) and will seek the public’s opinion
about the idea, Deputy Prime Minister Chrystia
Freeland said on Monday. Freeland told reporters
in Vaughan, Ontario, that Ottawa would open a 30-
day consultation period on July 2 as to how Canada
can respond. One option is a tariff on imports.

Freeland said the domestic auto sector faced un-
fair competition from what she called China’s
“state-directed policy of overcapacity.” “Chi-
nese producers are quite intentionally gener-
ating a global oversupply that undermines EV
producers around the world, including here in
Canada,” she said.

The premier of Ontario, Canada’s most pop-
ulous province and the main auto-making cen-
ter, last week urged Ottawa to impose tariffs of
at least 100 percent on Chinese-made electric
vehicles to protect jobs. US President Joe Biden
last month unveiled a bundle of steep tariff in-
creases on an array of Chinese imports, including
electric vehicles.

The European Commission, which oversees
trade policy in the 27-nation, is planning to im-
pose additional duties of up to 38.1 percent on
Chinese producers. — Reuters

India buys more
sunflower oil as
market fight rages

MUMBALIL Indians bought a record

EU accuses Apple
of breaking bloc’s
digital rules

BRUSSELS: Apple risks billions of curos in fines
after the European Union on Monday accused the
iPhone maker of violating the bloc’s landmark digital
rules by hindering competition on its App Store. The
European Commission informed Apple in a “prelim-
inary view” that the “App Store rules... prevent app
developers from freely steering consumers Lo alter-
native channels for offers and content”.

The finding opens a new front in the increasingly
bitter fight between the US tech giant and Brussels
over the EU’s new Digital Markets Act (DMA), and
may force changes to the way the App Store oper-
ates in the bloc.

On Friday, Apple said it would delay rolling out
recently announced Al features in Europe because
of “regulatory uncertainties” linked to the DMA. The
sweeping law seeks to rein in the world’s biggest
tech firms, including Apple, by forcing them to open
up Lo competition in the 27-country EU.

But for Apple, the new rules are a significant chal-
lenge to its walled garden and it has openly accused
the DMA of crealing greater privacy and security
risks for users. This is the first time the commission
has leveled a formal accusation against a tech firm
under the new rules, after opening the first DMA
probes into Apple, Google and Meta in March.

Apple said Monday that it has made “a number
of changes” to comply with the rules in response to
feedback from developers and the EU regulator over
the past months, and would “continue to listen and

engage with the European Commission.” Apple can
now access the commission’s investigation file and
reply to the findings. If Apple falls in line with EU
rules, it can avoid a fine and Brussels believes it will
give European users easier access to cheaper offers.
If the commission’s view is confirmed, it would adopt
a “non-compliance decision” by late March 2025 --
opening the way to fines.

Under the new law, the commission has the power
to impose fines of up to 10 percent of a company’s
total global turnover. This can rise Lo up to 20 per-
cent for repeat offenders.

Apple also faces daily penalties of up to five per
cent of its average daily worldwide turnover if found
lo be non-compliant. Apple’s total revenue in the
year to September 2023 stood at $383 billion (358
billion euros). The EU also has the right to break up
companies, but only as a last resort.

The App Store has been at the centre of a
long-running dispute with the EU, even before the
DMA entered into force this year. The commission
in March hit Apple with a 1.8-billion-euro fine after
reaching similar conclusions in a probe launched
in 2020 following a complaint from Swedish music
streaming giant Spotify.

Parallel investigation

“Without prejudice to Apple’s right of defense,
we are determined to use the clear and effective
DMA toolbox to swiftly bring to an end a saga which
has already lasted for way Loo many years,” said the
EU’s top tech enforcer, Thierry Breton. The firm is
also under investigation over whether it allows users
Lo easily uninstall apps on its iOS operating system,
and the design of the web browser choice screen.

The DMA forces the biggest digital companies
to offer choice screens for web browsers and search
engines to give users more options. The EU’s com-

LOS ANGELES: This illustration photo shows the Ap-
ple app store logo reflected from an iPhone onto the
back of an iMac in Los Angeles. — AFP

petition commissioner, Margrethe Vestager, defend-
ed the law during an event in Amsterdam on Monday.
“The DMA is not excessive in its ask.”

She also admitted she found it “surprising” that
the big companies did not “take compliance as a
badge ol honor”.

On Monday, the commission also opened a parallel
investigation into Apple over changes already made
to comply with the DMA by allowing third-party app
stores. Brussels said it will look at whether the core
technology fee—a new fee structure for third-party
store developers—complies with the law.

It will also investigate the steps a user has to take
to download an alternative app store and whether
this is in line with the DMA. The commission sep-
aralely announced il had closed an anlitrust case
opened in 2020 against Apple and its App Store
terms, since there is now a probe under the DMA.

Apple is not the only tech titan in the EU’s sights.
Google parent Alphabet, Amazon, Meta, Microsoft
and TikTok owner ByteDance must also comply with
the DMA. Online travel giant Booking.com will need
to later this year. — AFP

Citi’s ‘living will’ flaws
manageable but
distracting: JPMorgan

NEW YORK: The problems with Citi-

500,000 metric tons of sunflower oil for
June delivery, as competition between lead-
ing suppliers Russia and Ukraine made it
cheaper than soyoil and palm oil, two leading
buyers and a customs official told Reuters.

Higher sunflower oil purchases by
the world’s biggest importer of vege-
table oils will help to reduce sunflower
oil inventories in the Black Sea region
and lift sunoil prices. A leading buyer
who declined to be named said sunoil
was trading at a discount to soyoil and
even palm oil, which was tempting Indian
buyers especially given robust demand
in southern states. A few weeks ago,
crude sunoil was available at $940 a
melric Lon, including cosl, insurance and
freight (CIF), in India for June delivery,
while soyoil and palm oil were offered
around $1,015 and $950 a ton, respec-
tively, dealers said.

Sunoil usually holds a premium of more
than $100 per ton over soyoil and palm oil,
Rajesh Patel, managing partner at edible oil
trader and broker GGN Research, said.

Russia and Ukraine, as well as another
big supplier Argentina, were aggressively
competing and offered sunoil at a lower
price than other oils, another buyer based
in Hyderabad said. He has reduced palm oil

GUWAHATi: In this file photo, a férmer checks his sunflower field, used for the pro-
duction of sunflower oil, at Singimari village on the outskirts of Guwahati in India’s
northeastern state of Assam. — AFP

and soyoil purchases to make space for su-
noil. The currencies of Russia and Ukraine
have depreciated since the war started in
February 2022, allowing them to offer sun-
flower oil at competitive prices in dollar
Llerms, the buyer said.

Russia and Ukraine account for more
than 70 percent global shipments of sunoil.
Around 320,000 metric tons of sunflower
oil have been discharged at various Indian
ports so far this month, said a custom offi-
cial, who also declined to be identified as
he was not allowed to speak Lo media.

India on an average bought 250,000
lons of sunflower oil every month in the
last markeling year, mostly from Black Sea
region. The industry will need time to refine
and distribute the 500,000 tons of sun-
flower oil imported in June, which will re-
duce imports in July, the Hyderabad based
buyer said. In January 2023, India had
imported a record 461,458 tons of sun-
flower oil. India buys palm oil mainly from
Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand, while it
imports soyoil from Argentina, Brazil, and
United States. — Reuters

group’s so-called living will, which de-
tails how it would be unwound in the
event of bankruptcy, are manageable
but could be bothersome for its exec-
utives, according to JPMorgan. Citi was
one of four banks whose living wills
were found lacking by the US Federal
Reserve and the Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corp due to shortcomings tied to
their derivatives portfolios.

“We expect this will require more
work by lawyers, consultants, and man-
agement and add o the expense base
but we expect the impact should be
manageable,” JP Morgan said. “It adds
to the list of issues that management
needs Lo focus on,” the brokerage said,
noting reports about the setbacks Citi
is facing over ils consent orders and a
recent lawsuit by a former managing
director who alleged she was fired for
opposing what she said were attempls
Lo give regulalors [alse information.

Citi has said the lawsuit is “with-
out merit” and vowed to “vigorously
defend against it”. The bank has been
battling concerns around ils data man-
agement for years. Last week, it told
investors it is automating processes
and improving data reporting to meet

regulators’ orders. “The liquidity crisis
has set regulators on a path for more
stringent follow up when resolution of
issues aren’l addressed in a limely man-
ner,” said Laurent Birade, senior direc-
tor at Moody’s.

The collapse of three major US banks
last year and fears stemming from lend-
ers’ exposure lo polential bad loans
have prompted strict oversight from
the industry’s walchdogs. “Cili’s recent
resolution plan (living will) weakness
underscores the need for banks Lo lake
carlier warnings seriously,” Birade said.

The bank declined to comment,
and reiterated its statement from last
week where it said it was fully com-
miltted to addressing the issues iden-
lified by regulators. — Reulers
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Burgan Bank adopts GCC real
time payments system AFAQ

Under the umbrella of bank’s committed digital transformation strategy

Indonesian economy
to steadily grow,
says World Bank

JAKARTA: Indonesia’s economy is expected to
steadily grow over the next two years on the back
of domestic consumption and investment despite
weak exports, a World Bank report said Monday.
Household spending, traditionally a strong con-
tributor to Indonesia’s GDP, and election-related
spending helped to expand Southeast Asia’s largest
economy 5.11 percent in the first quarter of 2024.

And it is expected to expand five percent
overall this year, followed by 5.1 percent in 2025
and 2026, according to the World Bank’s Indone-
sia Economic Prospects report.

The latest projection was an increase from the
Bank’s previous estimates of 4.9 percent this year
and next, followed by five percent in 2026. “The
economy is expected to benefit from a pick-up
in public consumption and investment but will
face headwinds, notably from worsening terms of
trade,” the report said.

It noted several risks to the economy, including
high interest rates and geopolitical shocks, which
could further weigh on exports already impacted
by lower prices. “The outlook is stable, but risks
are tilted to the downside,” World Bank senior
economist Wael Mansour told a news conference.

“Our baseline (projection) assumes continu-
ity in policy, especially those linked to boost-
ing investment.” The latest projection assumes
a large contribution from public consumption
- with government spending expected to in-
crease - while foreign direct investment as a
share of GDP is projected to return to pre-pan-
demic levels, Mansour said.

He added that Indonesia’s “credible” fiscal rule
had helped attract investments and lower Indone-
sia’s risk premiums. But president-elect Prabowo
Subianto, who will take office in October, is re-
portedly looking to increase the country’s debt-
to-GDP ratio to 50 percent - from less than 40
percent - to fund his campaign promises includ-
ing [ree school meals. A member of Prabowo’s
campaign team has denied the plan. The govern-
ment’s 2025 budget, due by October, is expected
to outline an implementation plan for the new ad-
ministration’s economic goals, and signal its fiscal
policy stance. — AFP

Fast-fashion retailer
Shein filed for London
listing in early June

LONDON: A person walks past an advertisement for
Shein in London. — Reuters

HONG KONG: Shein confidentially filed papers
with Britain’s markels regulator in early June for a
potential London listing, two sources said, as the
online fast-fashion retailer moves ahead with what
could one of the largest IPOs globally this year. The
China-founded company, which was valued at $66
billion in a fundraising round last year, started en-
gaging with its financial and legal advisors to explore
a listing on the London Stock Exchange early this
year, Reuters reported in May, ciling sources.

A spokesperson for Shein declined to comment.
The Financial Conduct Authority (FCA), the UK
markets watchdog, did not immediately respond to
Reuters request for comment. Both the sources, who
have knowledge of the deal, declined to be named as
they were not authorized to speak to the media.

It is nol immedialely clear when Shein, known for
its $5 tops and $10 dresses, plans to launch the initial
public offering (IPO). Shein has updated China’s se-
curities regulator officially about its change of listing
venue, said the sources. The company however has
vet to receive a nod from the China Securities Regu-
latory Commission (CSRC), one of them said.

The CSRC did not immediately respond to a Reu-
ters request for comment.

Shein’s London filing marks a shift from its
long-running US IPO plan, which has run into ob-
stacles at home and abroad, Reuters has reported.
The group confidentially filed for an IPO with the US
Securities and Exchange Commission in November
and approached the CSRC to seek Beijing’s nod in
the same month, sources have said. The CSRC carlier
this year informed Shein that the regulalor would not
recommend a US IPO due to the company’s supply
chain issues, Reuters has reported. — Reuters

KUWAIT: Burgan Bank announced
adopting the GCC real-time payments
system AFAQ, becoming one of the ear-
liest Kuwaiti banks to join the cross-bor-
der platform in line with the Central
Bank of Kuwait’s (CBK) plans to keep
pace with the latest developments in
financial technology (fintech). Plugging
into the AFAQ system comes as part of
the Bank’s committed digital transfor-
mation strategy, which aims to enhance
its customers’ banking experience and
add unprecedented convenience, safety,
and speed o their everyday transactions
and banking operations. Burgan cus-
tomers can now utilize the AFAQ service
through direct digital channels, online
banking and the Bank’s branches.

In light of Burgan’s adoption of
AFAQ, Mohammad Al-Zayed, Gener-
al Manager — Operations at Burgan
Bank, said: “For several years, we have

Mohammad Al-Zayed, General Manager
— Operations at Burgan Bank

worked tirelessly to reinforce Burgan’s
digital infrastructure, which continues
to support the ever-evolving, com-
prehensive, intuitive, and completely

secure digital banking experience that
we offer our customers. Today, we are
delighted to join more than 60 cen-
tral, domestic, and international banks
across the GCC by deploying the
AFAQ payments system, guaranteeing
a swill and secure real-lime money
transfer experience in any of the GCC
currencies for all our customers — and
at a lower cost than ever before.”
Al-Zayed added that AFAQ is a
vilal tool for increasing the flow of
cross-border trade in the GCC and
driving Kuwaiti banks’ regional ex-
pansion, which aligns with the New
Kuwail Vision 2035 goal ol economic
diversification. It also creales stronger
economic ties among neighboring GCC
countries, leading Lo stronger inlercon-
nected economies with integrated finan-
cial policies and monelary strategies.
Guided by its vision to become the most

modern and progressive bank in Kuwait
by delivering an excellent customer
experience and leading with innova-
tion, Burgan Bank continues to adopt
the latest financial technology (fintech)
solutions and adjust them lo suil the
Kuwaiti market’s unique and evolving
needs. The bank’s most recently de-
ploved fin-tech solutions include a wide
range of digital payment solutions, such
as eco-[riendly virlual cards in addition
to Google and Apple Pay which cus-
tomers can choose as bank-supported
payment options on checkout.

Burgan Bank also adopted the latest
innovations that allow customers to
open numerous Burgan accounts in
less than a minute, followed by SMS
or online onboarding thal enables cus-
tomers Lo enjoy the vasl array of ac-
count benefits in the easiest and fast-
est manner possible.

Climate change
impacts threaten
global wheat harvests

RAMBA, India: When all else fails, Satveer Singh
knows his family will manage if they have a sack of
wheal flour in the kitchen Lo make rolis. Served hot
and stuffed with sliced raw onion, the simple meal
of Indian flatbreads keeps hunger at bay. For now,
the family can just about cover their needs - thanks
in parl to the ration they receive [rom a govern-
ment program that distributes food to 800 million
people across India.

“It is not enough, but ... on a bad day when money is
tight, this wheat helps,” Singh said, gesturing towards
the sack of grains lying in a corner of his ramshackle
house in a slum area known as Gheja village outside
the capital, New Delhi. Ruminating over when to take
the grains Lo be milled, he said supplies from the gov-
ernment program were not always regular. A year or
two ago, the family’s whealt ration was partly replaced
by rice - for their taste, a poor replacement.

In 2022, hot weather arrived early in India’s major
wheal growing regions, shrivelling crops and leading
the government to ban wheat exports and reduce ra-
tions of the grain under the food distribution program
to protect domestic stocks. A year later, history re-
peated itself. Even this year’s crop will be 6.25% lower
than a government estimate of 112 million metric tons,
a leading industry body forecasts, setting the stage for
the country Lo import for the first lime in six vears.

Climate change impacls - including harsher heal,
drought and floods - pose a major emerging threat
to food security in India and elsewhere, accelerating
diverse efforts Lo introduce crops that are belter able
to withstand shifting conditions. In India, the world’s
second-biggest wheat producer, scientists in govern-
ment research institutes and universities are racing to
develop and distribute a broad range of climate-resil-
ient wheal varielies that could prove vilal to shoring
up food security for its 1.4 billion people.

Traditionally, crop breeding programs focused on
boosting vield, “but that alone is no longer enough”,
said Adili Mukherji, director for climate change adap-
tation and mitigation at the Consultative Group on In-
ternational Agricultural Research (CGIAR), a research
partnership on food systems.

“Now, (we) need seeds that can withstand higher
temperatures and are drought-resilient, or those that
incorporate several climate-resilient features,” she

What are Fed’s bank
‘stress tests’ and
what’s new this year?

WASHINGTON: The US Federal Reserve is due to release
the results of its annual bank health checks on Wednesday
at 4.30 pm ET (2030 GMT). Under the “stress test” exer-
cise, the Fed tests big banks’ balance sheets against a hy-
pothetical scenario of a severe economic downturn, the
elements of which change annually. The results dictate how
much capital those banks need to be deemed healthy and
how much they can return to sharcholders via share buy-
backs and dividends. This year, big US lenders are once
again expected to show they have ample capital to weather
any fresh turmoil in the banking sector.

The Fed established the tests following the 2007-2009
financial crisis as a ool to ensure banks could withstand a
similar shock in future. The tests formally began in 2011, and
large lenders initially struggled to earn passing grades.

Citigroup C N, Bank of America BACN, JPMorgan
Chase & Co JPM.N, and Goldman Sachs Group GS.N, for
example, had to adjust their capital plans to address the
Fed's concerns. Deutsche Bank’s US subsidiary failed in
2015, 2016 and 2018. However, years of practice have made
banks more adept at the tests and the Fed also has made the
tests more transparent. It ended much of the drama of the
tests by scrapping the “pass-fail” model in 2020 and intro-
ducing a more nuanced, bank-specific capital regime.

The test assesses whether banks would stay above
the required 4.5 percent minimum capital ratio - which
represents the percentage of its capital relative to assets
- during the hypothelical downturn. Banks that perform
strongly typically stay well above that. The nation’s larg-
est global banks also must hold an additional “G-SIB sur-
charge” of at least 1 percent. How well a bank performs on
the test also dictates the size of its “stress capital buffer,”
an additional layer of capital introduced in 2020 which sits
on top of the 4.5 percent minimum. That extra cushion is
determined by each bank’s hypothetical losses. The larger
the losses, the larger the bulffer.

The Fed will release the results after markets close. It

ol

Combines load wheat into a truck during harvest in a field of a local agricultural enterprise in the Cherlak-
sky district of the Omsk region, Russia. — Reuters

said. For farmers like Sukha Singh, who grows wheat
on a 20-acre (eight-hectare) plot in the village of
Ramba in northern Haryana state, supplies of new, har-
dier seeds could not arrive quickly enough after hefty
climate-related losses in recent years.

Sukha Singh lost more than 30 percent of his wheat
crop due to the heatwave that swept into northern In-
dia’s wheat belt in Haryana and neighboring Punjab
stale in March 2022, before the normal hol season
between April and June. “Wheat is my main crop, any
shock in the harvest puts a strain on my income that
takes me at least two vears to recover from,” he told
the Thomson Reuters Foundation on his farm, where
this year’s crops were nearing harvest.

Studies have shown how temperature increases
linked to climate change could reduce global wheat
yields by up to 30 percent by mid-century, potentially
slashing exports from major producers such as India
and driving up global food prices.

In India, yields could fall by more than 8 percent
by 2035 due to higher maximum temperatures and
reduced rainfall, according to a government assess-
ment. The decline could top 20 percent by the end of
the century. Following harvest losses over the last two
years, more and more farmers in Haryana and Punjab
are demanding and sowing climate-resilient varieties.

They are not always easy to find at local seed deal-

typically publishes aggregate industry losses, and individ-
ual bank losses including details on how specific portfolios
- like credit cards or mortgages - fared. The central bank
typically does not allow banks to announce their plans for
dividends and buybacks until a few days afler the results. It
announces the size of each bank’s stress capilal buffer in the
subsequent months.

The performance of the country’s largest lenders, par-
ticularly JPMorgan, Citigroup, Wells Fargo & Co WFCN,
Bank of America, Goldman Sachs, and Morgan Stanley
MS.N, are closely watched by the markels.

The Fed changes the scenarios each year. They take
months to devise and test a snapshot of banks’ balance
sheets at the end of the previous vear. That means they risk
becoming outdated. In 2020, for example, the real econom-
ic crash caused by the COVID-19 pandemic was by many
measures more severe than the Fed’s scenario that year.
Alter the failures of mid-size lenders Silicon Valley Bank,
Signature Bank and First Republic last year, the Fed was
criticized for not having lested bank balance sheels against
a rising interest rate environment, and instead assuming
rates would fall amid a severe recession. This year’s test is
broadly in line with the 2023 test, with the hypothetical un-
employment rate under a “severely adverse” scenario rising
6.3 percentage points compared with 6.4 last year.

The exam also envisages a 40 percent slump in the pric-
es of commercial real estate, an area of concern over the
past two years as lingering pandemic-era office vacancies
and higher for longer interest rates stress borrowers. In ad-
dition, banks with large trading operations will be tested
against a “global market shock,” and some will also be test-
ed against the failure of their largest counterparty.

For the second time, the Fed is also conducting “ex-
ploratory” shocks to banks. This year’s test also includes
additional exploratory economic and market shocks which
won't help set capital requirements, but will help the Fed
gauge whether it should broaden the test in the future. The
market shocks will apply to the largest banks, while all 32
will be tested on the economic shocks. Fed Vice Chair for
Supervision Michael Barr has said multiple scenarios could
make the tests belter at detecling banks’ weaknesses.

In 2024, 32 banks will be tested. That's up from 23 last
year, as the Fed decided in 2019 to allow banks with be-
tween $100 billion and $250 billion in assets to be tested
every other year.— Reulers

ers, but Sukha Singh said he had been lucky.

“Fortunately ... there was one that had just reached
the dealer,” he said. Developed by the Indian Institute
of Wheat and Barley Research (ITWBR), a govern-
ment-run research entity, the new variety has shown
greater resilience against temperature fluctuations
and untimely rains, and also came with the promise of
increasing yields. In 2023, as other farmers in Haryana
counted their climate-related harvest losses for a sec-
ond consecutive year, Sukha Singh’s wheat crop had a
healthy vield of 25 quintals (2.5 tons) per acre - in line
with his long-term average.

More than 70 climate-resilient wheal varielies are
being developed or are already on the market in In-
dia, catering to the vast country’s diverse range of
weather and soil conditions. “These varieties save
wheal crops against heal, drought, walerlogging and
prevalent diseases,” said IIWBR Director Gyanendra
Pratap Singh. Most were developed by cross-breed-
ing indigenous seed genetics, while 20% used genet-
ic materials supplied by international organizations
such as the Mexico-based International Maize and
Wheat Improvement Center, a leading global grains
research institute. But as climate change alters weath-
er palterns around the world, developing new varielies
quickly enough to respond and adapt is challenging,
scientists say. — Reuters

Former head of
EU bank faces
corruption probe

BRUSSELS: The former head of the European
Union’s lending arm is under investigation for cor-
ruption and abuse of influence - accusations he re-
jecls as “absurd,” his lawyer said Monday.

Werner Hoyer ran the European Investment Bank
(EIB) for 12 years until 2023. The European Public
Prosecutor’s Office (EPPO) said in a statement there
was an ongoing investigation involving “two individ-
uals suspected of corruption and abuse of influence,
as well as the misappropriation of EU funds”. The
Luxembourg-based EPPO has the job of cracking
down on fraudulent use of EU funds.

It would not name the two individuals but a lawyer for
Hoyer, 72, confirmed thal the German economisl was the
subject of an investigation. The case revolves around the
departure of an EIB employee and the compensation the
individual received, Hoyer’s legal team said.

Hoyer signed off on the exit package, in accor-
dance with EIB rules, but was never involved in the
negotiations surrounding the employee’s departure,
the team added. Hoyer said the allegations against
him were “downright absurd and unfounded”. “I now
expect them to be fully investigated and clarified and
ask the EIB to co-operate fully with the EPPO,” he
said in a statement through his lawyer.

“I am also co-operating fully with the EPPO and
demand a full clarification of the facts from there.”

Hoyer’s lawyer Nikolaos Gazeas said they were
“calmly awailing the investigations”, adding that the
former EIB chief had “expressly requested” his im-
munity be waived. “The legal requirements for start-
ing an criminal investigation by the EPPO is very low.
It is therefore not unusual in legal terms for the sig-
natory of an agreement to also become a subject in
an investigation,” the lawyer added. — AFP
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China wants EU to scrap EV
tariff plans as talks start

Beijing says retaliatory measures ready if EU does not back down

BEIJING: Beijing wants the EU to scrap plans to
impose preliminary tariffs on Chinese electric vehi-
cle imports by July 4, China’s state-controlled Global
Times reported, after both sides agreed to negotiate
a possible compromise.

Provisional European Union duties of up to 38.1
percent on imported Chinese-made EVs are set to
kick in by July 4 while the bloc investigates what it
says are excessive and unfair subsidies. The Europe-
an Commission said it would host technical talks with
Chinese officials in Brussels this week.

“The EU side has emphasized that any negotiated
outcome of the investigation must be effective in ad-
dressing the injurious subsidizalion,” a commission
spokesperson said. German Chancellor Olaf Scholz
said there needed lo be “serious movement and
progress” from China too.

China has repeatedly called on the EU to cancel
its tariffs, expressing a willingness to negotiate. Bei-
jing does nol want to be embroiled in another tariff
war, still stung by US tariffs on its goods imposed by
the Trump administration, but says it would take all
steps to protect Chinese firms should one happen.
China’s Global Times, citing observers, said the best
outcome would be for the EU to scrap its tariff plans
belore July 4.

Analysts and European trade lobby groups
stressed that China would need to come to ne-
golialions willing Lo make major concessions.
Alicia Garcia Herrero, senior fellow al Bruegel,
an influential EU affairs think tank, doubted the
planned curbs could be dropped before elections
in Irance on June 30 and July 7. “The Commission
can’t change a decision it has been pondering for
months on months on months,” she added. “Yes,
China is putting pressure on the member states,
but they would need to vote with a qualified ma-
jorily against the Commission.”

The European Commission is setl to make a fi-
nal decision on Lariffs by Nov. 2 al the end of the

Dominance, data,
disinformation:

Big Tech battle

PARIS: The European Union warned Apple on
Monday that its App Store is breaching its digital
competition rules, placing the iPhone maker at
risk of billions of dollars in fines.

It is the latest in a years-long battle between
Brussels and giant tech firms, covering subjects
from data privacy to disinformation.

Brussels has doled out over 10 billion euros
in fines to tech firms for abusing their dominant
market positions. The latest threat for Apple
comes three months after the bloc hit the Cal-
ifornia firm with a 1.8-billion-euro ($1.9 billion)
penalty for preventing European users from
accessing information about cheaper music
streaming services.

Among big Lech firms, only Google has faced
a bigger single antitrust fine - more than four bil-
lion euros in 2018 for using its Android mobile
operating system to promote its search engine.

Google has also incurred billion-plus fines
for abusing its power in the online shopping and
advertising sectors. The European Commission,
the EU’s executive, recommended last year that
Google should sell parts of its business and could
face a fine of up to 10 percent of its global reve-
nue if it fails to comply.

Ireland issues the stiffest fines on data privacy
as the laws are enforced by local regulators and
Dublin hosts the European offices of several big
tech firms. The Irish regulator handed TikTok a
345-million-euro penalty for mishandling chil-
dren’s data last September just months after it hit
Meta with a record fine of 1.2 billion euros for
illegally transferring personal data between Eu-
rope and the United States.

Luxembourg had previously held the record
for data fines after it slapped Amazon with a
746-million-euro penalty in 2021.

The EU has had little success in gelting lech
companies to pay more taxes in Europe, where
they are accused of funnelling profits into low-
tax economies like Ireland and Luxembourg. In
one of the most notorious cases, the European
Commission in 2016 ordered Apple to pay Ire-
land more than a decade in back taxes - 13 billion
euros - after ruling a sweetheart deal with the
governmentl was illegal.

But EU judges overturned the decision saying
there was no evidence the company had broken
the rules, a decision the commission has been
trying Lo reverse ever since. The commission is
also fighting to reverse another court loss, after
judges overruled its order for Amazon to repay
250 million euros in back taxes to Luxembourg.

Web platforms have long faced accusations of
failing to combat hate speech, disinformation and
piracy. The EU passed the Digital Services Act
last year, which is designed to force companies
to tackle these issues or face fines of up to six
percent of their global turnover.

Already the bloc has begun to show how the
DSA might be applied, opening probes on Face-
book and Instagram for failing to tackle elec-
tion-related disinformation.

The bloc has also warned Microsoft that the
falsehoods generated by its Al search could fall
foul of the DSA. Google and other online plat-
forms have also been accused of making billions
from news without sharing the revenue with
those who gather it. — AFP

anli-subsidy investligation. The Chinese commerce
ministry did not immediately respond to a Reuters
request for comment.

Siegfried Russwurm, head of Germany’s biggest
industry association BDI, said il was a “good sign”
both sides would hold talks. “You know the old say-
ing: as long as there are talks you're not shooting
at each other,” he told German public broadcast-
er Deutschlandfunk. Russwurm, who also serves as
chairman for German conglomerate and car sup-
plier Thyssenkrupp TKAG.DE, said Larilfs were the
last thing Germany needed as a major exporling
nation. At the same time, Brussels’ move to apply
tariffs of varying degrees suggested a thorough
analysis had taken place and that this was not an
effort that largeted the enlire Chinese car seclor
in equal measure. Meantime, Maximilian Butek, ex-
ecutive director at the German Chamber of Com-
merce in China, said there was “zero chance” the
preliminary tariffs would be removed by July 4 un-
less China eliminated all the issues flagged by the
European Commission.

EU trade policy has turned increasingly protec-
tive over concerns that China’s production-focused
development model could see it flooded with cheap
goods as Chinese firms look to step up exports amid
weak domestic demand. China has rejected accusa-
tions of unfair subsidies or that it has an overcapaci-
ty problem, saying the development of its EV indus-
try has been the result of advantages in technology,
market and industry supply chains. “When European
Commission President Von der Leyen announced
she would investigate China’s new energy vehicles ...
I had an intuitive feeling it was not only an economic
issue but also a geopolitical issue,” said Zhang Yan-
sheng, chief research fellow at the China Center for
International Economic Exchanges.

Although calling for talks, Beijing has also indical-
ed it has relaliatory measures ready il the EU does
not back down, and that it considers Brussels wholly

US Treasury to
outlay $100m for
alfordable housing

WASHINGTON: US Treasury Secretary Janet
Yellen was expected to announce $100 million
in new financing to increase the supply of af-
fordable housing, the Treasury department said
in a statement.

The measure is one of several moves by the
Treasury to try to address a chronic housing short-
age - a concern of volers, a contributor o inflation
and a source of dissatisfaction with President Joe
Biden’s handling of the economy ahead of the Nov
5 presidential election. The additional $100 million
over three years comes from payments that the
Treasury is receiving from prior COVID-era invest-
ments in community lenders to support small busi-
nesses, consumers and affordable housing projects.
The 2021 Emergency Capital Investment Program
injected over $8.57 billion into communily lenders,
who in turn invested $1.2 billion in 433 affordable

German business
morale falls
unexpectedly

FRANKFURT: German business senlimenlt un-
expecledly fell in June, a key survey showed Mon-
day, pouring cold water on hopes Europe’s biggest
economy is on course for a strong rebound. The Ifo
institute’s confidence barometer, based on a survey
of around 9,000 companies, declined to 88.6 points
from 89.3 in May.

It was lower than a forecast of 89.8 points from
analysts surveyed by financial data firm FactSel.
“Sentiment has deteriorated at companies in Germa-
ny,” said Ifo president Clemens Fuest. “The German
economy is having difficulty overcoming stagnation.”

Faced with surging inflation, a manufacturing
downturn and weakness in key trading partners,
Germany was the only major advanced economy
to shrink in 2023. A pick-up is expected and indi-
cators had been improving in early 2024, with the
Ifo survey generally on an upward trend - meaning
Monday’s reading came as a selback. The fall was
driven by worsening expectations among compa-
nies while their assessment of the current situation
was unchanged.

The readings for the manufacturing sector and
trade deteriorated although there were improve-
ments in the service sector and construction, the
survey showed.

.
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Flags of European Union and China are pictured during the China-EU summit at the Great Hall of the People in

Beijing, China. — Reuters

responsible for the escalating tensions.

China has opened an anti-dumping investiga-
tion into EU pork imports. The Global Times said
China was also leeing up an anti-subsidy investi-
gation into European dairy goods and tariffs on
large-engined petrol cars. Chinese authorities
have dropped hints about possible retaliatory
measures through state media commentaries and
interviews with industry figures.

“It seems probable that Beijing will raise tariffs

housing projects, the Treasury said.

It said it will create a new program at the Com-
munity Development Financial Institutions (CDFI)
Fund that it estimates could support the financing
of thousands of affordable housing units.

In excerpts of remarks at a public housing de-
velopment project in Minneapolis, Yellen said she
expects shelter inflation to moderate. “But we face
a very significant housing supply shortfall that has
been building for a long time. This supply crunch
has led Lo an alfordability crunch,” Yellen said in
excerpts of remarks. She added that the burden
was grealest on low-income and Black households.

Yellen also is calling on the 11 Federal Home Loan
Banks to devote at least 20 percent of their net in-
come to housing programs, up from the legal re-
quirement of 10 percent and the banks’ voluntary
commilment of 15 percent.

Had this commitment been in place over the last
five years, the 11 government-sponsored enterpris-
es would have contributed nearly $2 billion more to
housing programs than legally required, the Trea-
sury said. The Treasury is also providing state and
local governments with guidance on using their re-
maining COVID-19 recovery funds lo increase the
supply of housing. This includes a “how-to guide”

up to 25 percent for Europe-made cars with 2.5 or
above liter engines,” said Jacob Gunler, lead analyst
at Berlin-based China studies institute MERICS.
“Pork and dairy are already on the lable for Bei-
jing, and likely more agricultural products will be
threatened,” he added. “On the EU side, there are a
variely of ongoing invesligations ... so we should ex-
pect some sort of measures targeting distortions on
(Chinese) products ranging from medical devices to
airport security scanners to steel pipes.” — Reuters

US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen testifies before a
Senate Appropriations Financial Services and Gener-
al Government Subcommittee hearing on President
Biden’s proposed budget request for the Department
of Treasury, on Capitol Hill in Washington. — Reuters

on using the funds to support construction. Another
step Yellen will announce is the update of a rule for
an existing housing program in the CDFI Fund that
reduces the administrative burden, allowing more
resources Lo support construction and preservation
ol housing. — Reulers

FRANKFURT: The German share price index DAX graph is pictured at the stock exchange in Frankfurt, Ger-
many, June 24, 2024. — Reuters

“The uplurn in business sentiment is faltering,”
said Fritzi Koehler-Geib, chief economist at pub-
lic lender KIW. Economic risks “remain high,” she
said. “This also includes the increased support for
populist parties at home and abroad, as the Eu-
ropean eclections at the beginning of the month
showed.” The survey contrasted with recent im-
provements in forecasts.

The German government in April nudged up its

2024 growth prediction to 0.3 percent, from 0.2 per-
cent previously, while Ifo itself has slightly upgraded
its forecast. ING economist Carsten Brzeski sought
to sound a positive note.

“Despite today’s cold shower, the German econ-
omy should still gain some momentum over the sum-
mer months,” he said. “It will take a bit longer than
we thought but strong wage growth should still fuel
a caulious recovery in privale consumption.” — AFP

China’s LNG
imports set
to slow

LONDON: China appears to have taken
advantage of low prices in the spot mar-
kel so far in 2024 Lo boosl the amount of
gas in slorage, absorbing some of the ex-
tra fuel that would otherwise have been
sent to Europe. But as storage facilities
fill and spol prices rise, the intake is like-
Iy to taper over the summer, redirecting
more liquefied natural gas (LNG) car-
goes to Europe and accelerating the fill
rale al the other end of Eurasia.

To the frustration of foreign analysts,
China does not publish statistics on gas,
oil or coal inventories, which are consid-
ered commercially sensitive and a mat-
Ler of national security. But the country
consumed a record 55 million melric
tons of gas from overland pipelines and
sea-borne LNG in the first five months
of 2024, according lo dala from the
General Administration of Customs.

The intake rose from 47 million tons
in the first five months of 2023 and 46
million in the same period of 2022, when
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine sent spot
gas prices soaring. It comfortably ex-
ceeded the pre-invasion record of 50
million tons set in the first five months of
2021. LNG imports ran above prior-year
levels every month between January and

May, and pipeline imports were also
above prior-year levels in every month
except April.

At the same time, domestic produc-
lion surged Lo a record 76 million lons in
the first five months of 2024 [rom 72 mil-
lion tons in 2023, 68 million tons in 2022
and 64 million tons in 2021. Output from
Sichuan, easily the largest gas-produc-
ing province, has doubled since 2016, as
the government has prioritized expan-
sion of domestic fields to reduce reliance
on imports.

As a result, the total amount of gas
available from domestic production and
imports hit a record 130 million tons in
the first five months of 2024, up from 118
million in 2023 and 114 million in 2021.

China continues to connect more

urban houscholds to the gas network
to reduce coal burning and improve air
quality. But the enormous increase in
the amount consumed so far this year
far outstrips additional demand from
households and industry.

Much of the extra imported gas has
likely been used to top up domestic
storage alter inventories were allowed
to deplete in 2023 and 2022.

China has a long tradition of aclive-
ly using government-run inventlories Lo
stabilize commodity prices, which has
been seen as a core function of the state.
In imperial China, the government’s “ev-
er-normal granaries” purchased surplus
grain when supplies were plentiful and
sold when supplies were low to stabilise
prices at a moderate level. — Reuters
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Altin Hila, an agronomist and owner of a
private museum for butterflies, admires a
small Emperor larve (Saturnia Pavonia), at
his office in Divjake, some 90 km, South
West of Tirana.
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A Natural Sciences student of University of
Tirana takes part in an expedition to ob-

serve the butterfly population in the pictur-
esque district of Zvernec.

N

‘Nature's mirror’

.| Climate change batters
Albania’s butterflies

right yellow, black, red and
blue, Alexanor butterflies
once fluttered abundantly
on southwestern Albania’s
flowery slopes. Now, like many related
species, scientists say they are disap-
pearing due to human impacts, includ-
ing climate change. Increasingly absent
from the picturesque district of Zvernec,
the Alexanor is one of 58 of the Balkan
country’s 207 butterfly species that re-
searchers say are at risk. “Sensitive to
changes, they are a true mirror of the
conditions of the ecosystem in which
they live,” said Anila Paparisto, an en-
tomologist at Tirana University.

In Zvernec, Paparisto leads a team
of researchers and students working
to identify the country’s remaining but-
terfly species along with those that are
now extinct. Numerous scientific studies
have measured the impact of climate
change on butterfly populations, though
researchers also cite other environmen-
tal factors. They blame a combination of
rapid urbanization, pesticides and warm-
ing temperatures for the decrease.

“Human activity and climate change
have had major impacts on nature,” said
biology student Fjona Skenderi, who
was helping conduct research in Zver-
nec. In the nearby Divjaka Natural Park,
Albanian agronomist Altin Hila points
to the disappearance of the Giant Pea-
cock Moth and the Plain Tiger as anoth-
er worrying sign. “It’s a disaster marked
by climatic disruptions, an early spring
and excessively high temperatures in

)3 People visit a private museum for butterflies
_;_,’ in Divjake, some 90 km, South West of Tirana.

A Painted lady (Vanesa cardui) butterfly, is seen in Zvernec, near the city of Vlore, some 160

km, South West of Tirana.

January and February,” explained Hila,
who is also a passionate collector and
oversees a butterfly museum in Divjaka.
“It encouraged the eggs to hatch and
the butterfly larvae to grow, but in April
the temperatures were too low” for them
to survive, he added.

‘Butterfly effect’

The butterflies’ decline also affects
other species. “It will impact the entire
food chain and biodiversity, which is also
essential for humans,” Paparisto said.
“When there are fewer butterflies, you
expect... the butterfly effect.” Like large
swaths of Albania, coastal areas near
Zvernec have become increasingly over-
run with resorts and apartment blocks,
built with little oversight.

Altin Hila, an agronomist poses for a photo-
graph at his private museum for butterflies
in Divjake, some 90 km, South West of Tirana.

— AFP photos

Scientists say the rapid urbanization
in the area, along with overfishing and

climate change, has also played a part

in the dramatic drop in migratory bird
populations. And while some butterfly
populations are in decline, other similar
species are prospering - to the detri-
ment of the environment.

The arrival of a non-native moth

through imports of ornamental plants from

China has ravaged more than 80 percent

of Albania’s boxwood forests since 2019,

according to experts. “It is very aggres-
sive, it can reproduce three to four times
a year, and it is a real misfortune which
reduces entire areas to nothing,” said for-
est engineer Avdulla Diku.

With their distinct neon green and
black bodies, the larvae are easily spot-

Natural Sciences students of University of £

Tirana and their Professor Anila Paparisto &
(right), take part in an expedition to ob-
serve the butterfly population in the pic-
turesque district of Zvernec.

An Aglais io butterfly is seen in Divjake,
some 90 km, South West of Tirana.

ted when clinging to the boxwoods
leaves and stems. On the road along
Lake Ohrid to Pogradec in northwestern
Albania, the once vibrant green rows of
boxwoods are reduced to husks after
being devoured by the moths’ larvae.
“It is a firm reminder of the fragility and
subtle balance of the environment in
which we live,” said Sylvain Cuvelier, an
entomological researcher who co-au-
thored the first Albanian butterfly atlas.
“It is obviously urgent to unite our efforts
to find solutions, to rethink in depth our
use of natural resources and the way
forward for the protection and resto-
ration of our environment.” — AFP
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Lee Kyoung-hyun, a popular YouTuber shaman, organizes tools for fortune-telling at her shaman parlor in Seoul, South Korea. — Reuters photos

ith statues of the Buddha
and local gods, candles and
incense sticks, Lee Kyo-

ung-hyun’s shrine looks similar to
those of Korean shamans from centu-
ries past. But the 29-year-old shaman
- also known as Aegi Seonnyeo, or
“Baby Angel” - reaches her clients in a
thoroughly modern way: through social
media accounts with hundreds of thou-
sands of followers. “Shamanism ... was
believed to be an invisible, mysterious
and spiritual world,” Lee said, adding
that she had noticed more South Kore-
an shamans posting videos about the
spiritual practice since she started her
own YouTube channel in 2019.

Candles are placed in the room where Lee
Kyoung-hyun, a popular YouTuber shaman,
prays for people at her shaman parlor in
Seoul.

South Korea is among the world’s
most modern and high-tech economies.
More than half its population of 51 million
is not religiously affiliated, polls show.
But the appeal of shamanism has stood
the test of time. Kim Dong-kyu of the Ac-
ademic Center for K-Religions at Sogang
University, a private research university
in Seoul, said shamans used to promote
themselves in newspapers. It was a “nat-
ural phenomenon” to turn to social me-
dia, he said. Google Trends shows that
searches on YouTube for “shaman” and
“fortune-telling” in Korean have nearly
doubled over the past five years.

A detail view shows the neon tubes on one
of the four temporary windmill sails in-
stalled on the top of the Moulin Rouge cab-
aret following the collapse of the former
ones, in Paris.

This photograph shows a crane lifting one
of the four temporary windmill sails during
its installation on top of the Moulin Rouge
cabaret following the collapse of the former
ones, in Paris.

The spiritual tradition was central to
the plot of a blockbuster South Korean
film this year, ‘Exhuma’, in which sha-
mans are tasked with lifting a curse on a
family. The movie depicts well-dressed
shamans in their 20s and 30s and di-
rector Jang Jae-hyun said he discov-
ered many young shamans while doing
his research. The movie has grossed
at least 132 billion won ($97 million)
internationally, raising interest in the
religious tradition. Roughly one in five
South Koreans has seen ‘Exhuma,’ ac-
cording to Korean Film Council data.

“People used to hide that they live
as a (shaman). There was a lot of stig-
ma,” said 51-year-old Eunmi Pang,

A plaque certifying Lee Kyoung-hyun, a
popular YouTuber shaman, for passing
100,000 YouTube subscribers, hangs on the
wall at her shaman parlor in Seoul.

who has been a practitioner for almost
20 years. She said that shamans to-
day were more willing to express and
promote themselves. Shamans - who
are believed to have divination abili-
ties - typically charge around 100,000
won ($73.09) for a consultation of be-
tween 30 and 60 minutes, according
to Pang and online pricing lists seen
by Reuters. They offer relationship
advice, guidance on job searches and
predictions about the future, said Lee.
Shamans typically answer queries af-
ter conducting rituals that may involve
ringing bells and tossing grains of rice.

bl ey e

They also sing, dance and walk on
the edge of a knife to call on divine in-
tervention. While practices vary, many
Korean shamans worship local deities
such as the Mountain God, Great Spirit
Grandmother and Dragon King. Park
Chea-bin, a 33-year-old Buddhist, visit-
ed Lee when she was struggling to find
a job in 2020. She said she felt “peace
of mind” after consulting the practi-
tioner. “l was very anxious at the time
but | became a little relaxed after decid-
ing to let things go and focus on what
| need to do,” said Park, who found
employment at roughly the same time.
“I'm a Buddhist but | know Christians
around me who come for their niggles.”

Economic anxiety

Lee says she has felt physical pain
and experienced psychosis since she
was a teenager - symptoms that some
believe are signs of a deity possess-
ing a budding shaman. She decided
to embrace her calling in 2018 and
soon started a YouTube channel that
now has over 300,000 subscribers.
She posts videos on topics such as
the items she carries in her bag and
the country’s fate for in 2024. (She’s
not optimistic.) “The current state of
South Korean society is a factor that
can’t be ignored,” she said, adding
that many of her millennial and Gen
Z clients come to her with concerns
about affordable housing and the cost
of raising children.

In Seoul, where Lee is based, the
price of a home was more than 15
times the median salary in 2022, up
from 8.8 in in 2017, according to a gov-
ernment report. The country has also
suffered from high inflation and interest
rates. The younger generation of sha-
mans who live in the city can connect
well with younger clients facing eco-
nomic challenges that they can't find
an answer for, said Han Seung-hoon,
an assistant professor at the Academy
of Korean Studies, a research and edu-
cation institute that operates under the
Ministry of Education.

Battling stigmas
A culture ministry agency estimat-

A passerby takes a picture of a crane lifting one of the four temporary windmill sails during
its installation on the top of the Moulin Rouge cabaret following the collapse of the former

ones, in Paris.
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Lee Kyoung-hyun, poses for a photo at her
shaman parlor in Seoul.

South Korea’s young shamans revive
ancient tradition with social media
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Statues are placed in the room where Lee Kyoung-hyun, a popular YouTuber shaman, prays

for people at her shaman parlor in Seoul.

ed in 2022 that there were between
300,000 and 400,000 shamans and
fortune-tellers in South Korea. Sha-
manism is an “important and power-
ful part of the Korean character,” the
agency wrote on its website. The roots
of shamanism on the Korean peninsula
go back at least 2,000 years, said Han.
The Japanese colonial administration
of the early 20th century and the mili-
tary dictatorship of the 1970s attempt-
ed to suppress shamanism, which they
saw as an obstacle to modernization.

Politically powerful Christians -
who make up roughly a quarter of the
population - have also criticized sha-
mans and their followers. Han noted
that larger religions such as Christi-
anity and Buddhism - which about 40
percent of South Koreans say they are
followers of - are more influential in
society, yet do not draw similar levels
of criticism. Lee said Christians also
visit shamans in South Korea. “Even
... churchgoers want to have their bad
dreams read,” she said.

More recently, some practitioners
have found themselves in legal trou-
ble. A 66-year-old shaman in Seoul
was sentenced to four years’ imprison-
ment in February after being convict-
ed of defrauding a client of more than
$200,000, according to local media

reports. The court ruled that the sha-
man had been pretending to speak to
the client’s dead mother. Lee thinks it's
wrong for shamans to make decisions
for clients. Instead, she said that sha-
mans served as guides - like friends
and family offering advice - rather than
decision makers. Some in South Ko-
rea’s elite have links to shamans.

Min Hee-jin, a top entertainment
executive embroiled in a business dis-
pute with a major K-pop label, defend-
ed herself in an April press conference
against allegations that she consulted
a shaman for business purposes. Min
said that she had a conversation with
a shaman in hope that talking would
make her feel better: “Don’t you guys
all do that too?”

A 2022 study in the journal BMC
Psychiatry noted a “huge” gap be-
tween South Koreans needing mental
health treatment and getting it, which
it partly attributed to stigma. “Sha-
mans have been playing the role of
counselors,” said Kim, the religious
professor. “People have stigmatized
shamanism as something dirty, sus-
picious, and scary,” said Han, adding
that people were sometimes accused
of visiting shamans in attempts to hurt
their reputation. —Reuters

Workers install one of the four temporary windmill sails on the top of the Moulin Rouge
cabaret following the collapse of the former ones, in Paris. — AFP photos

Paris’s Moulin Rouge gets
Nnew saills INn time for Olympics

aris’s Moulin Rouge cabaret club,
Pwhose landmark windmill sails fell
down in April, received new blades
on Monday just 10 days before the
Paris Olympic torch is due to pass the
venue. One of the most visited tourist
attractions in the French capital, Mou-
lin Rouge plans to install the four new
temporary sails for a special ceremony
on July 5. The red aluminum and steel
blades arrived by lorry early on Monday
at the club, located in the touristy Pi-
galle district. The first blade or sail was
attached with the aid a crane under the
gaze of curious and pleased locals.
Over the next four days, the three

other sails will be winched up onto the
terrace before being bolted into place
and the electric cables linked up. Mou-
lin Rouge officials said it would take a
further four days to remove the tarpau-
lin and scaffolding that has enveloped
the windmill since the night of April 25.
The first three letters on the cabaret’s fa-
cade—M, O and U—also fell off. No-one
was injured in the incident.

“Our little Moulin Rouge is back!
We’re so happy,” exclaimed Raymonde
Rogojarski, looking at the windmill on the
way to take her eight-year-old daughter
to school on Monday morning. “It’s very
moving to see the sails back so soon,”

added Rogojarski. She said she lived
“just round the corner” from the club,
which has put on risque nighttime en-
tertainment since it opened in 1889 and
been immortalized by French artist Henri
de Toulouse-Lautrec.

Mathieu Feltz, another local, got off
his bike to take a picture of the first blade
being bolted into place. “| was stunned
when the sails fell off,” he told AFP. “This
morning, | came past here on the way to
work. It’s interesting to see how they put
the blade back up.” The sails are only
provisional and will not rotate but they
enable the landmark to look the part in
time for the Paris Olympics. “The Olym-

pic torch is due to pass the Moulin Rouge
on July 15, so it’s very important for us to
be ready by then,” said Virginie Clerico,
the Moulin Rouge brand manager.

In late April, the management con-
firmed the incident was not a “malicious
act”. The birthplace of the can-can and
the location for Baz Luhrmann’s film
“Moulin Rouge”, the club has remained
open to the public since April 25. For the
ceremony on July 5 to celebrate the arriv-
al of the new sails, the venue has prom-
ised an outdoor “sound and light show,
with a score of performers dancing the
French can-can” on the street. —AFP
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Italian jewelry designer Sabine Getty
poses during a photocall upon arrival to

N attend the Spring/Summer 2025 mens-

wear ready to wear joint fashion show

| hosted by Vogue World as part of Paris
. Fashion Week at Place Vendome in Paris

ahead of the upcoming Paris 2024 Olym-
pic Games. — AFP photos

US designer Willy Chavarria (right)
poses with US singer Becky G.

4

VOGUE WORLD BRINGS TOGETHER
FASHION AND SPORT IN PARIS

the Olympic Games as the Vogue

World event brought together
fashion and sport for an unprecedent-
ed crossover show in the heart of Paris.
“We are here to celebrate the wonders
of French fashion. | am very grateful for
the support of everyone here in France
and the fashion world,” said the Sunday
show’s organizer, Vogue editor-in-chief
Anna Wintour.

Raising her trademark dark glasses
towards the column of Place Vendome,
Wintour, dressed in a multi-colored se-
quined ensemble, said she was grateful
‘it wasn’t raining” on the square, which
had been locked off for the occasion.
“The challenge was to honor the big
houses and dedicate this evening to
all the creators,” Paris mayor Anne Hi-
dalgo told AFP. In front of the Ritz, the
emblematic hotel of the City of Lights
where Wintour is a regular, a select list
of 800 guests included Pharrell Wil-
liams, Jared Leto, Diane Kruger and
Eva Longoria.

The show began with Jean Paul
Gaultier putting the finishing touches
to the dress of singer Aya Nakamura,

The bar was set high a month before

Infamous Bangladesh hangman dies aj

angladesh’s deadliest execution-
Ber died Monday a year after he

was released from prison where
he hanged some of the country’s no-
torious serial killers, opposition politi-
cians convicted of war crimes and coup
plotters, police said. Since he was re-
leased from prison last June, Shahjah-
an Bouya, 70, wrote a top-selling book
narrating his experiences as a hang-
man, briefly married a young girl 50
years younger than him, and in recent
weeks took TikTok by storm with short
clips with teenage girls.

He felt chest pain on Monday
morning at his home in Hemayetpur,
an industrial town outside the capital
Dhaka, and was rushed to Dhaka’s
Suhrawardy Hospital, police said. “He
was brought in dead -- doctors ha-
ven't ascertained the actual cause
of his death,” Sajib Dey, a police sta-
tion chief in Dhaka, told AFP. “He had
breathing difficulties,” Abul Kashem,
Bouya’s landlord, told AFP. “He rented
one of our rooms only 15 days ago. He
lived alone”. Bouya had been serving a
42-year-old jail term over a murder. But
the dozens of hangings he did in the
jails helped reduce his sentence lead-
ing to his release from Dhaka’s top jail
last year. Bangladesh ranks third in the
world for death sentences passed ac-

French designer Simon Porte Jacquemus

while an orchestra delivered a classical
take on Daft Punk’s “Around the World”,
escorted by a squad of Parisian waiters
carrying trays. The performance by Na-
kamura, the most popular francophone
singer in the world, came at a fraught
time in France with the far-right surging
ahead of a snap election next week.

It felt like a strong political act giv-
en the huge controversy earlier this
year when far-right figures denounced
rumors that the Franco-Malian singer

cording to rights group Amnesty Inter-
national, and assigns convicts to carry
out the hangings.

‘So much power’

A well-read Marxist revolutionary,
Bouya in the 1970s joined the outlawed
Sarbahara rebels trying to topple a gov-
ernment they saw as puppets of neigh-
boring India. He was convicted for the
1979 death of a truck driver in crossfire

US rapper, artist and fashion designer Phar-
rell Williams

may perform at the opening ceremony
for next month’s Olympic Games. There
followed an hour-long show in which
different eras of fashion were matched
with Olympic sports, performed by
models, dancers and athletes leaping,
surging and twirling in all directions.
Ten decades of fashion were repre-
sented from the past century -- marking
100 years since Paris last hosted the
Games in 1924.

Cyclists from the French nation-

with police. In custody during his trial -- a
glacial 12-year process -- he noticed the
“first class” treatment afforded to execu-
tioners, watching one being massaged
by four other inmates. “A hangman has
so much power,” he said to himself, and
volunteered his services. Prison author-
ities put Bouya’s total at 26 executions,
but he says he participated in 60.
Those to die at his hands included
military officers found guilty of plotting

Landlord (left) and sister of Bangladesh’s hangman Shahjahan Bouya sit at a hospital
bench as they wait to receive Bouya’s body after he died in a hospital, in Dhaka.

al team spun past while five Chanel
dresses from the 1920s were pre-
sented, including three from Gabrielle
Chanel's 1924 collection. At one point,
supermodels Gigi Hadid and Kendall
Jenner rode horses around the square
-- all four wearing Hermes. Fencing and
Paco Rabanne were combined for the
space-age 1960s, footballers Dijibril
Cisse, Blaise Matuidi and Emmanu-
el Petit modelled for the 1990s, while
Venus and Serena Williams appeared
for the tennis and 2000s era. Other
brands taking part included Balenciaga,
Balmain, Dior, Louis Vuitton and Saint
Laurent.

The show ended with three-time
Olympic athletics champion Marie-Jo
Perec in a huge dress with a tricol-
or train, fresh from carrying the flame
across the Atlantic, dancing around
the column in the center of the square.
Vogue World has said it will donate one
million euros to charity French Popular
Relief, which tackles poverty and dis-
crimination from the proceeds. —AFP

a 1975 coup and killing the country’s
founding leader, the father of current
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. Activ-
ists say that Bangladesh’s criminal
justice system is deeply flawed, but
Bouya shrugged off their criticisms,
even though he believes at least three
of those he executed were innocent.
In February, his book on his years as a
hangman was published and became a
best-seller at Bangladesh’s largest book

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

CEO of LVMH Antoine Arnault poses with his
wife Russian model Natalia Vodianova.

Swiss Co-President of Chopard Caroline
Scheufele

'ter turning writer, TikTok star

annual book fair. His 96-page book
narrates the procedures of hanging by
ropes the country inherited from the
British colonial rulers. He described the
process nonchalantly, never wading into
the debates over the abolition of execu-
tions. He also dwelled on the final mo-
ments of some of the country’s contro-
versial figures and serial killers.—AFP

Police officials address a news conference at a hospital where Bangladesh’s hangman
Shahjahan Bouya died, in Dhaka.— AFP photos
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S Africa beat West Indies to
reach T20 WCup semi-finals

South Africa join England as the semi-final qualifiers from Super Eight Group 2

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA: South Africa edged
the West Indies by three wickets in a rain-affected
Super Eights match on Sunday to reach the 120
World Cup semi-finals and eliminate the hosts.

We get ourselves into tricky positions and then
have to battle to get over the line.” South Africa
join England as the semi-final qualifiers from Super
Eight Group 2.

Chasing a revised 123 off 17 overs, South Afri-
ca stuttered to 110-7 as Roston Chase took three
wickets, but they reached their target when Marco
Jansen hit the first ball of the final over for six. Man
of the match Tabraiz Shamsi took 3-27 after South
Africa won the toss and restricted the West Indies to
135-8 at the Sir Vivian Richards Stadium in Antigua.

All-rounder Chase top scored with 52, featur-
ing in an 81-run third-wicket partnership with Kvle
Mayers (35 off 34 balls) before giving the West In-
dies hope by taking 3-12 with his off-spin. Jansen’s
unbeaten 21 saw the Proteas to victory at 124-7
when he smashed the final six off Obed McCoy.

“The last time I played here I went for 50 runs
and there was a lot of chatter going around,” said
Shamsi. “I was happy to come back and perform
my role, but credit as well to the guys who bowled
before me because they set it up beautifully.”

Brought in for seamer Ottneil Baartman, the left-

Shamsi hits out
at ‘ridiculous’

T20 WCup critics

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA: South Africa
leg-spinner Tabraiz Shamsi lambasted his team’s
“ridiculous” critics after the Proteas won an-
other T20 World Cup nail-biter to reach the
semi-finals. Shamsi claimed 3-27 in Sunday’s
three-wickel win over two-lime champions West
Indies as South Africa chalked up a seventh win
in seven games al the tlournament.

The 34-year-old took the wickets of danger-
ous opener Kyle Mayers and top-scoring Ros-
ton Chase in his four overs. Four days earlier, he
had conceded 50 runs on the same ground as the
United States threatened a shock victory and he
was dropped for the victory over England.

“In the previous game I bowled later in the
innings and I went for 50 and there were cerlain
critics coming out from the woodwork, speaking
about pressure and how I can’t handle pressure,”
said Shamsi. “I think in a quarter-final match
I hope that was enough pressure for me to re-
spond to.”

Shamsi said he was dismayed by the criticism
he and his team have faced in their campaign.
“It’s just a little bit ridiculous when it’s ex-play-
ers,” said Shamsi. “When they were on the field
they did the same things. As crickelers we know
sometimes it works, sometimes it doesn't.”

South Africa topped their first round group
as well as their pool in the second stage Super
Eights with defending champions England also
going through to the last four. However, it has
been a roller-coaster ride for the Proteas who
are still without a world title after a succession of
painful near-misses.

At this tournament, they have had to dig deep
to preserve their winning momentum. They de-
fealed the Netherlands by four wickels after be-
ing 12-4 al one slage chasing just 104 to win. A
four-run win over Bangladesh followed before
they avoided what would have been a seismic
shock in a one-run victory over Nepal.

“Obviously most of the games have been a
lot closer than we would have personally liked,”
added Shamsi. “But the amazing thing is that this
new Proteas team always seems to get over the
line. “We've been put under huge pressure basi-
cally in every single game that we’ve played and
the boys have managed o find a way Lo win no
matter what the situation, no matter how close
the game.

“So that’s really pleasing for us as a unit, and
in a funny way we’re looking forward to it.” For
co-hosts West Indies, the exit from their own
World Cup was a crushing disappointment. They
had sweplt through the first round with four wins
in four games but lost to England and South Afri-
ca in the Super Eights.

“We are disappointed because we think we
had the personnel within our room to actual-
ly win a home World Cup,” admitted captain
Rovman Powell. “Over the last 12 months or so
we have played fantastic cricket. It's maybe one
of the first times a West Indies team is ranked
number 3 in T20 in the world and that must say
something.” — AFP

Scheffler downs Kim
to win Travelers
Championship

NEW YORK: World number one Scottie Scheffler
parred the first playoff hole to beat Tom Kim at the pro-
test-hit Travelers Championship title on Sunday, claiming
his sixth US PGA Tour litle of the year.

Scheffler is the first player since Arnold Palmer in 1962
to pile up six wins before July 1 on the PGA Tour, a haul
that included his second Masters crown in April. “It’s pret-
ty special,” Scheffler said. “It's been a great season. I've

arm wrist-spinner got excellent support from fel-
low slow bowlers Keshav Maharaj (1-24) and cap-
tain Aiden Markram (1-28). Chase was dropped on
11 by Anrich Nortje and made the most of his luck,
clearing the ropes twice and hitting three fours.

His partnership with Mayers helped rescue the
hosts after they fell to 5-2 in the second over. Once
Shamsi removed Mavers to a sliced catch at deep
cover, a steady stream of wickets enabled South
Africa to restrict the West Indies.

With the score on 117-6, Nortje made amends
for his earlier error with a direct hit to run out the
dangerous Andre Russell who had hit two sixes in
his 15 off nine balls. “This is one batting perfor-
mance we will try our best to forget,” said West
Indies captain Rovman Powell.

“It was a commendable bowling effort by us. We
said at the halfway mark that we were going to give
it our all and the guys really gave everything to de-
fend that total.” Winning captain Markram admit-
ted to nerves during the tense chase.

“There’s a lot of relief at making the semi-finals
but we're not going to be brainwashed by that be-
cause we would have liked to be a lot more con-
vincing,” he said. “Maybe we tried to kill off the
game loo early, but that’s been the story of the
competition so far. — AFP

Jordan, Buttler star

as England thrash US
to reach T20 s-finals

BRIDGETOWN: Chris Jordan took four wickels
in five balls, including the third hat-trick of the T20
World Cup, as defending champions England quali-
fied for the semi-finals with a 10-wicket thrashing of
the Uniled States in his native Barbados on Sunday.

The 35-year-old all-rounder, born and educated
on the Caribbean island, justified his recall for this
match in spectacular fashion with the remarkable
figures of 4-10 in 2.5 overs as the Uniled States were
dismissed for 115.

England captain Jos Buttler then led from the front
in a blistering chase with an unbeaten 83, featuring
five sixes in an over from Harmeel Singh, as his side
raced Lo their largel in a mere 9.4 overs.

By winning so quickly, England secured a place
in the last four, regardless of the outcome of Sun-
day’s final Group Two Super Eights malch belween
co-hosts the West Indies and South Africa in Anti-
gua and any associaled nel run-rate calculations.

Buttler faced just 38 balls, including six fours and
seven sixes, but the day belonged to Jordan, whose
hat-trick was the third of this tournament, with
Australia’s Pal Cummins achieving the feal against
both Bangladesh and Afghanistan, and the first by
an England bowler in any men’s T20 international.

“Unbelievable feeling, more importantly to re-
strict USA and to do it in a special place like this
is always nice,” said Jordan. “Been on a hat-trick a
few limes, nice Lo gel il on Llargel this lime.” Buttler
added: “I wanted lo bring CJ back in Lo add a little
bit of depth to the batting and we know what he is
capable of with the ball. He executed it fantastically
well, and a World Cup hat-trick is a great effort.”

As for his own form, Butller said: “Personally il’s
really important I continue this into the semi-fi-
nals. I have been feeling good all year, I feel I am

S Korea’s Amy Yang
wins Women’s
PGA Championship

LOS ANGELES: South Korea’s Amy Yang cap-
tured her long-awaited first major title on Sunday,
hanging on lale for a three-stroke viclory at the
Women’s PGA Championship in her 75th major
start. Yang fired a level-par 72 to stand on sev-
en-under 281 after 72 holes at Sahalee Country
Club in Sammamish, Washington.

And despite some late struggles, that was enough
to claim the $1.56 million top prize with compatriot Ko
Jin-young, Japan’s Miyu Yamashita and American Lil-
ia Vu sharing second on 284. “I'm at a loss for words
right now,” Yang said. “All four rounds it was lough
out there, but I did my besL.”

World number 25 Yang, who had 21 career top-10
major finishes withoul a viclory, won her first major
in her 17th LPGA Tour season al age 34. “I always
wanled lo win a major and [ came close several limes
and I started doubting myself if I'm ever going to win
a major before I relire because I've been on lour for
quite a while,” Yang said.

“I'm so grateful and very happy to win a major.”
The two-lime US Open runner-up won her fifth and

been fortunate Lo come away with some wins and it's been
a lot of fun. “Tom played his heart out today,” Scheffler
added. “It was fun battling with him.” Scheffler, coming off
just his second finish outside the top 10 this year at the US
Open last week, grabbed the win with a bogey-[ree five-
under-par 65 for 22-under 258, maintaining his compo-
sure after Kim birdied the 72nd hole to force the playoff
following a spell of confusion as a handful of climate pro-
testers ran onto the 18th green with cannisters spraying
colored smoke. “Fortunaltely for Tom and me, we're great
friends so we were able Lo kind of sil there and really relax
each other,” Scheffler said of the “confusing” protest.

“You don't really understand the situation. There’s
people running around everywhere and you don't really
know what's going to happen. Fortunately the police did a
greal job getting everything in order very quickly.”

[l Wy . =

- ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA: West Indies’ Sherfane Rutherford (C) looks on after being caught out during the
= ICC men’s Twenty20 World Cup 2024 Super Eight cricket match between West Indies and South Africa at Sir
Vivian Richards Stadium in North Sound, Antigua and Barbuda. — AFP
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BRIDGETOWN: England’s captain and wicketkeeper Jos Buttler hits a four during the ICC men’s
Twenty20 World Cup 2024 Super Eight cricket match between USA and England at Kensington Oval

in Bridgetown, Barbados. — AFP

hitting the ball well and it is nice Lo gel thal con-
fidence.” The United States, one of the surprise
packages of the event after defealing Pakistan on
their way to the second round, were 115-6 when
Jordan came onto bowl the 19th over.

His first ball of the over saw Corey Anderson
hit a fast and low [ull toss Lo Harry Brook al long-
on as the former New Zealand all-rounder fell for
29.Two balls later, paceman Jordan clean bowled
Ali Khan for a duck, the off-stump knocked out
of the ground.

Next ball Nosthush Kenjige was plumb lbw and
Jordan then completed his hat-trick—and ended
the innings—by bowling Saurabh Netravalkar be-
tween bat and pad to remove the last man’s mid-

most recent prior LPGA title at last November’s
Tour Championship, her first triumph on US soil.
Despite a large lead late, Yang faced some tense
moments down the stretch.

Yang made her second three-putt bogey of the
week at 16, trimming her lead to five strokes. After her
group was given a lime warning, Yang plunked her tee
shot into the water at the par-3 17th and made double
bogey, slicing her lead Lo three over Ko and Vu.

At the par-5 18th, Yang found the fairway but sent
her second shot into left rough short of the green. She
pitched her third shot onto the green and two-putted
for par from just inside 12 feet for the triumph.

World number 22 Yamashila, a 22-year-old with 11
wins on the LPGA Japan Tour and closed with a birdie
Lo shool 73 and grab a share of second. Vu and Ko
shots 71s. Americans Ally Ewing and Lauren Hartlage
shared fifth on 285. Hartlage, ranked 272nd, managed
her first top-five LPGA finish.

Ewing appeared o just miss out on qualifying for
the Paris Olympics. She needed to climb four spots
in the rankings into Monday’s top 15. “If the rankings
come oul tomorrow and I'm an Olympian, that would
be great,” Ewing said. “It would be really special.”

Yang shined early
Yang, who began the day with a two-stroke lead
over Yamashita and Hartlage, opened with a tap-
in birdie and answered a bogey al the third with
a birdie at the par-3 fifth, holing out from off the
green from 67 feel.

Kim, who started the day at TPC River Highlands in
Cromwell, Connecticut, with a one-shot lead, fired a fi-
nal round 66. But it was a shootout on the rain-softened
course, with half a dozen players holding a piece of the
lead and five sharing the top spot for much of the after-
noon. Scheffler and Kim were at the top through 13 holes.
Scheffler inched in front with a second straight birdie at
14, where his approach from the fairway left him three feet
for birdie. I<im bombed a massive drive but his wedge Lo
the green left him 16 feet and he settled for a par.

After Scheffler left his 14-foot birdie putt at the par-
three 16th inches short, Kim missed a golden opportunity
Lo pull level when he left his own 10-fool birdie try short.
Both parred 17, where Scheffler’s 16-foot birdie putt set-
tled on the lip of the cup. After Scheffler’s approach at 18
got hung up in the fringe, Kim fired at the flag, his ball

dle stump. The United States were relatively well-
placed at 48-2 at the end of the six-over powerplay.

But leg-spinner Adil Rashid then bowled two
excellent googlies to dismiss Aaron Jones and
Nitish Kumar, whose 30 was the highest score
of the innings, in a miserly haul of 2-13. England
started their reply knowing victory in 17.4 overs
would see them advance to the semi-finals re-
gardless ol events elsewhere.

Buttler signalled his intentions early on with
an extraordinary 104-metre six before Mum-
bai-born left-arm spinner Singh then felt the full
force of his bal. England musl now wail another
24 hours Lo discover the identity of their semi-[i-
nal opponents. — AFP

SAMMAMISH: Amy Yang of South Korea poses with
the trophy after winning the 2024 KPMG Women’s
PGA Championship at Sahalee Country Club in Sam-
mamish, Washington. — AFP

Yamashila sank a six-foot birdie putt at the second
to stay within two of Yang. Hartlage birdied the par-5
second from just inside 12 feet and holed out from just
inside 45 feet to birdie the par-3 fifth to pull within one.

But after a horseshoe lip-out on a birdie putt from
inside five feet at the par-5 sixth, Hartlage fell back
with double bogeys al the seventh and eighth, ending
her run of 35 holes without dropping a shot. Yang sank
a seven-fool birdie pult at the eighth while Yamashita
found rough and a greenside bunker on her way o
a double bogey that left Yang five strokes ahead on
nine-under with 10 holes to play. — AFP

bouncing within inches of the cup before leaving him a
10-foot birdie putt.

As the players were sizing up their putts the protesters,
some of them wearing T-shirts reading “No goll on a dead
planet” raced onto the green. They were quickly tackled
by police and security staff and marched away.

“It was a lot to go with,” Kim said, noting that whatever
the protesters sprayed left distracting splotches of color
on the greens. But, Kim added, there was an upside. “Ob-
viously it is a disruption and you don't want it to happen,
but for me it kind of slowed things down and I just took
my lime and I felt really confident in mysell just Lo give
myself that pull to force a playoll.” Scheffler stepped up
to putt first and after he settled for a par Kim rattled in his
birdie putt to tie it up. “It's what I practice for and I'm glad
I made it,” Kim said. — AFP
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Germany survive Euro 2024 scare as
Hungary victory marred by injury drama

Denmark, two points behind leaders England, play Serbia in their last group game

FRANKFURT: Germany survived a scare lo finish
top of Group A at Euro 2024 as Niclas Fuellkrug’s
stoppage-lime goal rescued a 1-1 draw against Swit-
zerland on Sunday, while Hungary’s Barnabas Varga
suffered a sickening injury in a 1-0O win that eliminal-
ed Scotland. Dan Ndoye’s first-half goal in Frankfurt
had put Switzerland on course to climb above hosls
Germany into top spot. But Fuellkrug’s late header en-
sured Julian Nagelsmann’s side advanced Lo the last 16
in pole position with seven points.

“Inthe end it’s a well-deserved point. We did well to
come back. We deserved it,” Nagelsmann said. “Niclas
is important for us. It’s important to have players who
can score decisive goals coming on as substitutes.” In
Stuttgart, meanwhile, Varga was described as being in
a “stable” condition after a second-half collision halt-
ed play for eight minutes while the stricken striker was
treated by medics. The 29-year-old was surrounded
by worried teammates as red sheets were used to
shield him as he lay on the pitch.

The scene immediately drew comparisons with
Christian Eriksen’s collapse after suffering cardiac ar-
rest during Denmark’s Euro 2020 match against Fin-
land. Varga was stretchered off and taken to hospital
where he was conscious but diagnosed with what was
believed to be a fractured cheekbone.

Hungary winger Roland Sallai described the inci-
dent as a “terrible moment”. The Germans, who last
won the Euros in 1996, will take on the Group C run-
ners-up - currently slated to be Denmark - in the last
16. Denmark, two points behind leaders England, play
Serbia in their last group game on Tuesday. Germa-
ny are also on track for a potential quarter-final clash
with Spain, who have been among the best teams at
the lournament so far.

Swilzerland have now made the knockoul stage in
six successive major tournaments. As Group A run-
ners-up with five points, the Swiss will face the sec-
ond-placed team in Group B in the last 16.“We fought,

but against such an opponent it’s difficult. We did a
greal job. It was a huge challenge,” said Swilzerland
coach Mural Yakin. Already through Lo the last 16 after
bealing Scotland and Hungary, Germany [ell behind in
the 28th minute. Ndoye met Remo Freuler’s cross with
a close-range volley that flashed past Germany goal-
keeper Manuel Neuer.

Ndoye’s first international goal was made in Bo-
logna as both he and Freuler played for the Serie
A club last season. Adding to Germany’s problems,
Jonathan Tah was booked, earning the centre-back a
ban for the first knockoul game. Germany dominated
possession but Ilkay Gundogan scuffed wide with
the goal at his mercy after Yann Sommer parried
Jamal Musiala’s slinging strike into the midfielder’s
path. Their pressure was finally rewarded in stop-
page-time when Fuellkrug rose highest to power his
header into the top corner.

Scotland misery

In Stutlgart, Scotland were unable lo secure the
victory that would likely have taken them into the
knockoul stage of a major lournament for the first
time. In 11 previous appearances at major competi-
tions - eight World Cups and three European Cham-
pionships - Scotland had bowed out at the group
sltage. Once again, they will {ly home early after taking
just one point from their three matches. Steve Clarke’s
Leam, who lost to Germany and drew with Swilzerland
in their first two games, were sunk by a goal 10 min-
utes into stoppage-time from Kevin Csoboth.

Bemoaning a rejected penalty appeal for a chal-
lenge on Stuart Armstrong, Clarke said: “I don’t un-
derstand how VAR can look at that and say il’s nol a
penalty. “The over-riding fecling is to be sad for ev-
erybody thal we are oul.”

Hungary may not secure a last 16 berth despite their
victory as they have only three points from their three
games. The four third-placed teams with the best re-

BERLIN: (From L) Austria’s midfielder #10 Florian Grillitsch, Austria’s midfielder #06 Nicolas Seiwald, Austria’s
midfielder #09 Marcel Kibbitzers, Austria’s defender #05 Stefan Posch, Austria’s midfielder #26 Marco Gruell,
Austria’s forward #25 Maximilian Entrup and Austria’s midfielder #22 Matthias Seidl takes part in a MD-1
training session at the Amateur Stadion in Berlin on June 24, 2024, on the eve of their UEFA Euro 2024 Group

D football match against Netherlands. — AFP

Austria eye
knockouts

BERLIN: Austria captain Marko Arnautovic said
on Monday his third European Championship has
been “amazing” after disappointing previous expe-
riences in the tournament, as his leam eye a last-16
place. Arnautovic was part of the Austria squad that
managed just one goal and one point at Euro 2016,
beflore they suffered an extra-lime last-16 defeal by
eventual champions Italy at the COVID-delayed fi-
nals three years ago. A viclory against the Nether-
lands in Berlin on Tuesday would secure a top-two
finish in Group D, while a draw would almost certain-
ly at least wrap up a spot in the knockout phase as
one of the best third-placed sides.

“When I played my first Euros, that wasn't great.
Second one was COVID so that wasn't great, but this

one has been amazing, lots of fun,” said Inter Milan
striker Arnautovic. “The optimal scenario would be to
win tomorrow and then we’ll see but most important is
the game lomorrow.”

Arnaulovic only came on as a subslilute in the
opening 1-0 loss to France, but started and scored in
the 3-1 win over Poland which put Austria on the brink
of going through. He started his professional career as
a leenager in the Netherlands with FC Twente and says
it will be a special moment personally to face the Oran-
je. “It was my second home, I went there when I was
very young,” said the 35-year-old, who counts Dulch
among the six languages he can speak. “I learned a lot
from the country and from the people there so yes it’s
special tomorrow... “Dutch people are very nice, I lived
with a hosl lamily, they treated me very well and ev-
erything in those three years was a great experience.”
Austria can only go through as group winners with a
victory il France [ail Lo beal already-eliminated Poland
in the other final Group D game. — AFP

STUTTGART: Hungary’s forward #19 Barnabas Varga (C-R) collides with Scotland’s goalkeeper #01 Angus
Gunn (3R) during the UEFA Euro 2024 Group A football match between Scotland and Hungary at the Stuttgart
Arena in Stuttgart. — AFP

cords from the six groups will move into the last 16.
The result was overshadowed by the Varga incident
which occurred as he chased a long cross into the area
as Scotland goalkeeper Angus Gunn came to collect
the ball. Hungary captain Dominik Szoboszlai ap-
peared lo be in tears as he consoled his stricken team-
mate. “The condition of Barnabas Varga is stable,” the
Hungarian Foolball Federation (MLSZ) wrole on X.
“Fortunately we can say now thal Barny is not under

France wait for

Mbappe to return
at Euro 2024

DORTMUND: [France appear almost certain to
reach the last 16 at Euro 2024 but they are hoping
to have Kylian Mbappe back, and rediscover their
goal-scoring louch, when they face Poland in their
final group game on Tuesday.

One of the leading favorites coming into the tour-
nament, France have four points from two matches in
Group D but have only scored one goal, and that was
courlesy of Austrian defender Maxmimilian Woeber
putting through his own net.

That gave France a 1-0 win against Austria in
their opening match in Duesseldorf, before they
drew 0-0 with the Netherlands in Leipzig on Fri-
day in the absence of Mbappe. The new Real Ma-
drid signing played no part against the Dutch as
he recovers from the broken nose he suffered in a
collision late on against Austria.

He will need to wear a protective mask over his
nose when he returns to action but he trained on
Sunday at the French leam’s base in Paderborn and
his teammales are oplimistic of having their caplain
back against the Poles.

“I think everyone knows he is really eager to play
in the next match. That won't surprise anyone,” said
midfielder Aurelien Tchouameni. “As for the mask, I
think he is starting to get used to it. Of course he
would rather nol wear it but I think il you ask the
doctor he would say there is no choice.

“But that won't change anything for him. We know
that when he is on the field he will bring a lot to the
team.” It was Mbappe whose cross was headed in
by Woeber for France’s only goal so far al the Euros
and he is by a long way the biggest attacking threat
available to coach Didier Deschamps.

Marcus Thuram led the line against the Dulch,
but he has scored only twice in 22 appearances
for his country. Anloine Griezmann has only nel-
ted twice in his last 30 caps, while Ousmane Dem-

Classifieds

any kind of risk,” added Hungary coach Marco Rossi.
“Probably he will be operated in the coming hours
because he suffered a fracture here (pointing to his
cheek/eye socket). If we go through the competition
of course he will not be part of the team any more.”
In Group B on Monday, Italy take on Croatia, while
Spain, already qualified in first place, face Albania. It-
aly are second in the group with three points, while
Croatia and Albania both have one point. — AFP

bele’s only goal for France in the last three years
came againsl Gibraltar.

Kingsley Coman is still building up his fitness
after missing the end of the season with Bayern
Munich due to injury, and Randal Kolo Muani is
coming off a difficult campaign in Mbappe’s shad-
ow at Paris Saint-Germain.

“Itis frustrating but nothing to be alarmed about,”
Griezmann said after the Netherlands game in refer-
ence to his own missed chances. “The defence and
midfield are doing a remarkable job, we are leaving
very little to the opposition, but we must improve in
attack and be more deadly.”

Almost through

That defensive solidity is important and could
take them a long way, even if the goals do not flow at
the other end. The centre-back pairing of Dayot Up-
amecano and William Saliba have impressed in front
of goalkeeper Mike Maignan, while N'Golo Kante
has been outstanding in midfield on his return to the
international stage after two years out of the picture.
“It is important to underline how solid we have been
defensively because I think that is vital when you are
trying to win titles,” insisted Tchouameni.

“Obviously we will need Lo score goals il we are
Lo win malches. That will make things a little easier,
but we are not having doubts about that. “The most
important thing is that we are creating chances, so
we just need o start putting some of them away.”

France just need a draw to be certain of reach-
ing the last 16 against a Poland team who have al-
ready been climinaled after two deleals in their first
two outings. Even a defeat will not stop them going
through, as long as Austria do not beat the Dutch.

However, the 2022 World Cup runners-up need
Lo belter the Netherlands’ resull against Auslria
- or at least win by a wider margin - in order to
take top spot. Wherever they finish in the group
may not change too much in terms of their po-
tential last-16 opponents, but it could have an
impact further down the line in terms of possible
ties in the quarter-finals and beyond.

Poland’s veteran striker Robert Lewandowski,
now 35, will hope to start after returning from injury
as a subslilute against Austria. — AFP

Clinics & Hospitals

Kaizen center 25716707
Rawda 22517733
Adaliya 22517144
Khaldiya 24848075
Kaifan 24849807
Shamiya 24848913
Shuwaikh 24814507
Abdullah Salem 22549134
Nuzha 22526804
Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764
Qadsiya 22515088
Dasmah 22532265
Bneid Al-Gar 22531908
Shaab 22518752

22459381

KQibIa

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082
Mirgab 22456536
Sharq 22465401
Salmiya 25746401
Hospitals
Sabah Hospital 24812000
Amiri Hospital 22450005
Maternity Hospital 24843100
Mubarak Al-Kabir 25312700
Chest Hospital 24849400
Farwaniya Hospital 24892010
Adan Hospital 23940620
Ibn Sina Hospital 24840300

Automated enquiry about the Civil ID card is 1889988

For labor-related inquiries and complaints: Call MSAL hotline 128

Change of Name

I, Radhe Krishna, holder of Indian Passport
No. M3065406, having permanent address
B-907, 1st Floor, Block - B, Gate No. 4, Green
Field Colony, Sector-43, Faridabad, Haryana
- 121010, India, residing in Kuwait at present
hereby declare that henceforth my name will
be read as given name Radhe and surname
Krishna.

(#5627, 25/06/2024)

I, Taher Ali, holder of Indian Passport No.
V6089420, having permanent address
Rajasthan, India, residing in Kuwait at present
hereby declare that henceforth my name will be
read as given name Taher and surname Raj.
(#5626, 24/06/2024)

|, Asharaf Kamal, holder of passport No.
U0691584 do hereby change my name to
Ashraf Kamal for all purposes. | will henceforth
be known in the name Ashraf Kamal and i also
understand to carry out this name change in all
my documents.

J

Termination and Relation Cut

Al Rashed International Travel Co. WLL announces the
termination of relations with ASHLY NAGA WATAMAMA,
Philippine nationality, Passport No: P0774879B and Civil ID
No: 293042901378. She s still under our sponsorship and Al
Rashed International travel and its associated companies are
not responsible for any actions taken by her.

For more information please contact:
22072700
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USA, Uruguay make winning
starts to Copa campaigns

Justiniano, Villamil, Haquin shown yellow cards in an indisciplined start

ARLINGTON: USA’s midfielder #08 West_on McKennie fights fo

group C football match between the USA and Bolivia at AT&T Stadium in Arlington. — AFP

ARLINGTON: Christian Pulisic scored one goal
and set up another as the United States launched
their Copa America campaign with a clinical 2-0
victory over Bolivia on Sunday.

Also in Group C, Darwin Nunez was on largel as
15-time Copa winners Uruguay beat Panama 3-1 at
Hard Rock Stadium in Miami, offering a reminder of
their status among the favorites. US captain Pulisic
curled in a superb early goal before Leeing up a sec-
ond for striker Folarin Balogun just before half-time
al the AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Texas.

“We came out {lying with a lot of intensity,” Pu-
lisic said. “Obviously an early goal helped us a lot,
but all around a pretty dominant performance.” US
coach Gregg Berhalter had warned his leam against
complacency against a Bolivia side who had won
only one game in nine previous editions of the Copa
America since 1999.

Pulisic was clearly in no mood lo let the South
Americans improve thal record, firing the hosts into the
lead alter only three minutes. Receiving the ball from a
corner on the left, Pulisic darled lowards the edge of
the area and whipped a rasping shot goalwards.

Bolivia goalkeeper Guillermo Viscarra got a hand
to it but could not stop the ball flying into the roof
of the net. Despite that early breakthrough the US
struggled to converl their dominance into chances
and were frustrated by a combalive Bolivian team

Lyles wins 100m at
US trials to qualify
for Paris Olympics

EUGENE: World 100 meters champion Noah Lyles
claimed a measure of redemption by winning the 100m
at the US athletics trials on Sunday, booking his ticket
Lo the Paris Olympics. Three years afler [ailing Lo reach
the Tokyo Olympics in the 100m over a trials finals flop,
Lyles won in a personal best 9.83 seconds at Hayward
Field in Eugene, Oregon.

“Three years ago I got second to last. This year |
came and won it,” Lyles said. “Part of the plan. Noth-
ing changed. Might be a shock to everybody else but
when you know the goal, you know the goal.” Kenny
Bednarek, the 200m Olympic runner-up at Tokyo, ran a
personal best of 9.87 to finish second with Fred Kerley,
the 2022 world 100m champion, third in 9.88.“On to the
next one at the Olympic Games,” Kerley said. “We're
ready to go put on a show.”

Christian Coleman, the 2019 world 100m champion,
missed out on a chance at 100m gold, finishing fourth in
9.93 in a race with a wind at 0.4m/sec. Lyles settled for
200m bronze at Tokyo after being the favorite for gold
but last year captured world titles in the 100m, 200m and
4x100m relay and is fancied for gold once more in France.

“If I didn’t get that third place in Tokyo, I wouldn’t
have had that desire, I wouldn’t have had that fire burn-
ing, I wouldn't have accomplished what I have accom-

who had three players booked in the first 31 minutes.

Leonel Justiniano, Gabriel Villamil and Luis
Haquin were all shown yellow cards in an indisci-
plined start by Bolivia. The US doubled their lead in
the 44th minute and once again Pulisic was heavily
involved. Picking up the ball near halfway, the AC
Milan forward accelerated towards the penalty area
and squared to Balogun, who took a touch to drag
defender Jesus Sagredo wide before drilling a low
shot into the bottom corner.

The superior movement of the US forward line
continued to cause problems after the restart. Ba-
logun just failed to get a toe on a low shot by Tim
Weah in the 50th minute and had the ball in the net
moments later but was adjudged marginally offside.
Pulisic then drew a fine save from Viscarra in the
60th minute after weaving into the penalty area and
unleashing a ferocious shol.

Substitute Ricardo Pepi should have made it 3-0
in the 65th minute, moments after coming on for Gio
Reyna, bul saw his shol from an Anlonee Robinson
cross roll wide. Pepi was then denied a goal in the 90th
minule after a desperate double save by Viscarra.

Relentless Uruguay
Marcelo Bielsa’s Uruguay began in lrademark
fashion, swarming opponents Panama and pressing
relentlessly. Maximiliano Araujo put Uruguay ahead

in the 16th minute with a beautifully executed left-
foot shot into the top corner. Panama keeper Orlan-
do Mosquera had to be at his best to deal with the
wave of attacks, parrying a Nunez blast and then
producing an outstanding save to keep out a header
from Giorgian de Arrascaeta.

Mosquera’s reflexes served him well again in the
29th minute when he denied Nunez from close range,
the Liverpool striker having connected on a low cross
from Federico Valverde. It was a very different story
after the break, though, with Uruguay looking a little
tired and Panama enjoying some sustained pressure.

But Bielsa’s side gave themselves breathing space
when Nunez doubled their lead in the 85th min-
ute, showing his superb lechnique to volley home
a half-clearance from inside the box. Matias Vina’s
perfectly timed header from a Nicolas de la Cruz
free-kick put an end to the contest, although Panama
received some reward in the final minutes with Mi-
chael Amir Murillo finishing off a swift break.

“In the first half we were better. In the second
half they controlled the game for the first 15 or 20
minutes,” Nunez said. “We suffered a bit, but with
the second goal we improved again and ended up
playing well,” said the striker.

“We missed a lot of chances, a lot of plays that
ended badly. But you learn from mistakes and we
never gave up,” he added. — AFP

EUGENE: Noah Lyles celebrates as he crosses the finish line to win the Men’s 100m final on Day Three 2024
US Olympic Team Trials Track & Field at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon. — AFP

plished in the past,” Lyles said. “And now we constantly
look to the future with open eyes because anything can
happen.” Lyles, 26, led all semi-final qualifiers from Sat-
urday preliminary heats in 9.92 then won his semi-final
heat in a wind-aided (3.0m/sec) 9.80 to lead all eight
qualifiers for the final. Bednarek reached Paris after a
near miss in the Tokyo trials.

“I just staved calm and collected and executed my
race. That’s all I needed to do,” Bednarek said. “I got
edged out in the Tokyo Olympic trials but I'm finally get-
ting the hang of the 100 and the sky is the limit for me.”

Athing Mu, the Tokyo Olympic women’s 800m

champion who returned to competition in heats after
a nine-month hiatus, was the [aslest qualifier for Mon-
day’s final, winning her semi-final heat in 1:58.84. “I felt
way more in control this race,” Mu said. “It was helpful
this one was al a faster pace so I know what il’s going
to be like in the final.”

Sam Kendricks won the men’s pole vault by clearing
a meet record 5.92m, breaking his old mark by .01, with
Tokyo Olympic runner-up Chris Nilsen sharing second
with Jacob Wooten on 5.87. Quincy Hall, third in last
year’s worlds, won his men’s 400m semi-final heat in
44.42 to lead all finalists. — AFP
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r the ball with Bolivia’s midfielder #20 Fernando Saucedo and Bolivia’s defender #02 Jesus Sagredo during the Conmebol 2024 Copa America tournament

Manuel caps US
Olympic swimming
trials with 50m win

|
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INDIANAPOLIS: Simone Manuel of the United States
and Gretchen Walsh of the United States react during
the medal ceremony for the Women’s 50m freestyle
final on Day Nine of the 2024 US Olympic Team
Swimming Trials at Lucas 0il Stadium. — AFP

LOS ANGELES: Simone Manuel will go for gold
in the 50m freestyle at a third straight Olympics in
Paris after snatching victory at the US swimming tri-
als on Sunday by two-hundredths of a second.

Manuel, who won 100m freestyle gold and 50m
free silver at the Rio Olympics but struggled through
a disappointing Tokyo campaign as she battled the
effects of over-training syndrome, clocked 24.13sec
to edge Gretchen Walsh, the top seed going into the
final who had opened her trials with a world record
in the 100m butterfly.

As she checked the scoreboard, Manuel shook
her head and smiled, the crowd at Lucas Oil Stadi-
um - home of the NFLs Indianapolis Colts - erupt-
ing in cheers. “Yes and no,” she said when asked if
she surprised herself. “I put in a lot of work to get
to this point.

“I wasn't feeling too confident after last night,”
added the 27-year-old, who posted just the
fourth-fastest time in Saturday’s semi-finals.

“I'spent a lot of time watching races where I won.
I really wanted to channel that Simone, because |
know I'm a winner and that’s what I did tonight.”

Manuel’s 100m free victory in Rio made her
the first African-American woman lo win an
individual Olympic swimming medal. But she
struggled through the trials for the pandem-
ic-delayed Tokyo Games, where she finished out
of the medals in the 50m [ree.

Now, she said, she’s focused on getting fast-
er, and having some fun with her US teammates.
“The last experience was tough for me, but I still
had amazing teammates that got me through it and
so I'm just looking for a really fun experience with
Team USA this summer,” she said. — AFP
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