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Amir congratulates citizens, residents
Kuwait celebrates 63rd National Day and 33rd Liberation Day

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Mishal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah congratulated citi-
zens and residents of Kuwait on 63rd National Day 
and the 33rd Liberation Day, appreciating their joy 
on these two occasions that embodied their loyalty 
to Kuwait. His Highness praised all the great efforts 
made by the security authorities in the Ministries 
of Interior and Defense and the National Guard, as 
well the effective participation made by other offi-
cial bodies in preparing for the national celebrations, 
including the Permanent Committee for Celebrating 
National Holidays, Ministries of Information, Health, 
Education, Higher Education and the General Fire 
Force, Kuwait Municipality, and other relevant bod-
ies, in addition to the extensive media coverage. 

His Highness called on citizens to appreciate the 
blessing of liberation that Allah almighty bestowed 
on Kuwait, remembering with pride the honorable 
martyrs who gave their lives in defending this pre-

cious land. His Highness also sent a greeting of ap-
preciation and reverence to his brothers the leaders 
of Gulf and Arab countries, for sharing the joy of 
Kuwait’s national holidays, representing the depth 
of the bonds of relations between them and Kuwait. 
His Highness expressed gratitude for their heartfelt 
sentiments, and prayed to Allah Almighty to preserve 
the dear homeland and perpetuate its security, safe-
ty and prosperity. 

Meanwhile, Minister of Information and Cul-
ture Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi expressed his 
heartfelt congratulations to His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sa-
bah and His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Dr Mohammad Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah and the 
gracious people of Kuwait on the national days. 
Minister Al-Mutairi, who expressed the congrat-
ulations on his X account, prayed for souls of the 
martyrs and for sustainable security, safety and 

prosperity for “our dear homeland.” 
Also, the Minister of Health, Dr. Ahmad Al-Awadhi 

extended his sincere congratulations to His Highness 
the Amir, His Highness the Prime Minister and the 
loyal Kuwaiti people on the occasion of the National 
Day. In a press statement, Minister Al-Awadhi re-
called the heroism and sacrifices of the Kuwaiti peo-
ple to defend their land, adding that the people of 
Kuwait respect the sacrifices of their martyrs, whose 
fragrant memory and immortal heroism gave a bright 
record of lessons, stories, pride and courage in de-
fending their country. 

Minister Al-Awadhi pointed out that celebrat-
ing the National Day portrayed beautiful images of 
Kuwait’s achievements and loyal people, which con-
tributed to the stability and security of the country 
under the vision of His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, wishing Ku-
wait more prosperity, security and peace. — KUNA

His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

Zain reaffirms love, 
loyalty to Kuwait
KUWAIT: Reaffirming its deep-rooted devotion to 
Kuwait, Zain commemorated the nation’s 63rd National 
Day and 33rd Liberation Day with a long list of social 
activities, engaging entertainment programs, and tradi-
tional performances. The company forged a direct con-
nection with audiences of all ages, painting a vibrant 
picture that reflected the enduring love and loyalty of 
Kuwaitis towards their nation during this much-cher-
ished season. Zain is always eager to directly partici-
pate in the biggest national-themed events every year 
to underscore its deep belief in the vital role played 
by private sector companies, especially national ones, 
in sharing the joys of national celebrations with the 
people of Kuwait. The company considers itself an in-
tegral part in the fabric of the community in which it 
operates and serves. (See Page 3)

Bader Al-Kharafi and Nawaf Algharabally honor the stars of Zain’s TVC: Sanaa Alkharraz, Sulaiman Al 
Daikan, and Salem Sayyar Al Enzi.

US airman sets 
himself on fire 
in Gaza protest
WASHINGTON: A US airman has 
died after setting himself on fire out-
side the Zionist embassy in Washing-
ton at the weekend in protest over 
the war in Gaza, the Air Force said 
Monday. The shocking act was an es-
calation of recent protests across the 
United States against Zionist actions 

in Gaza, where with US support it is 
waging a retaliatory war for an attack 
on October 7 by Hamas militants. 

Emergency responders on Sunday 
had rushed to the scene in response 
to a “call for person on fire outside the 
Zionist embassy,” the capital city’s fire 
department. The unnamed man had 
filmed himself shouting “Free Pales-
tine” as he lit himself on fire, accord-
ing to footage shared on social media. 
He was transported to hospital with 
“critical life-threatening injuries,” the 
fire department said, and an Air Force 
spokeswoman said Monday morning 
he had died Sunday night. 

Continued on Page 6

Palestinian 
PM  resigns
RAMALLAH: Palestinian prime min-
ister Mohammad Shtayyeh announced 
Monday the resignation of his gov-
ernment, which rules parts of the oc-
cupied West Bank, citing the need for 
change after the Zionist-Hamas war 
in Gaza ends. Shtayyeh submitted the 
resignation to the leader of the Ramal-
lah-based Palestinian Authority, pres-
ident Mahmud Abbas, 88. The United 
States and other powers have called 

for a reformed Palestinian Authority 
to take charge of all Palestinian terri-
tories after the end of the war sparked 
by Hamas’s October 7 attack.

Shtayyeh cited “developments re-
lated to the aggression against the 
Gaza Strip and the escalation in the 
West Bank and Jerusalem”, which 
have also been torn by deadly violence 
amid the war. He said he had first of-
fered Abbas the resignation last Tues-
day, but was formally submitting it “in 
writing” on Monday. Abbas had yet 
to formally accept it. The 66-year-old 
premier said in brief comments that

Continued on Page 6

Kuwaitis recall 
freedom from 
occupiers’ claws
KUWAIT: On the occasion of the national 
days, the Kuwaitis recall with pride their re-
sistance to the 1990 blatant Iraqi aggression 
and their unity with the sagacious leadership 
to restore the homeland’s sovereignty and 
freedom. Echoes of “Allaho Akbar” chants on 
February 26, 1991, still resonate to this day. 
On this glorious day, the “Desert Storm” lib-
eration operation was launched, resulting in 
the historic event of the liberation of Kuwait.

At the political level, the late Amir Sheikh 
Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and the 
Crown Prince and Prime Minister at the time, 
Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, 
played a major role in rallying Arab and in-
ternational support for Kuwaiti legitimacy to 
defend national rights. The Kuwaiti people 
remember the prime role of the GCC coun-
tries, which gave Kuwait all types of support 
and hosted Kuwaiti citizens.

Continued on Page 6

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Air Force pilots perform as they celebrate Kuwait’s 63rd and 33rd anniversaries of the National Day and Liberation Day respectively. —  Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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KUWAIT: Kuwaiti security personnel, 
known as “Sleepless Eyes”, on Sunday 
shared joyfulness with citizens and residents 
in Kuwait over the country’s celebrations 
marking the 63rd National Day and 33rd 

Liberation Day. They were deployed every-
where nationwide in a highly commended 
effort to provide security protection to ev-
eryone in the country and to resolutely and 
immediately respond to any misconduct or 

law-breaking. Also, units of the Ministry of 
Defense took part in the celebrations mark-
ing the national days, amid cheers by jubilant 
nationals and general residents of the coun-
try. The forces paraded armored vehicles, 
took part in exhibition booths, a brass band 
as officers briefed the crowds about the mil-
itary vehicles. As to the air show originally 
set today, it was delayed to tomorrow due to 
weather conditions. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Embassies in a num-
ber of countries have held celebrations to 
mark the 63rd National Day and the 33rd 
Liberation Day. In Stockholm, the Kuwaiti 
Embassy held a reception attended by the 
Director General of the Global Affairs De-
partment at the Swedish Ministry of For-
eign Affairs, Dag Juhlin-Dannfelt, Deputy 
Speaker of the Swedish Parliament Julia 
Kronlid, and several other Swedish offi-
cials, as well as Arab and foreign ambas-
sadors accredited in Stockholm.

Speaking at the event, Acting Charge’ 
d’Affairs at the Kuwaiti Embassy Coun-
selor Abdullah Abu Shaiba extended his 
warmest congratulations to His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and to the government 
and Kuwaitis. He remembered with great 
pride and honor “the martyrs who wrote 
with their pure blood the most wonderful 
epics of sacrifice for the dear homeland.” 
Counselor Abu Shaibah added that the 
development and achievements achieved 
by Kuwait at all levels earned it great ap-
preciation and respect from the interna-
tional community.

He expressed his best wishes for 
further progress, prosperity, and se-
curity for Kuwait and its people under 
the wise leadership of His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah. In Pretoria, Salem Al-Shibli, 
Ambassador of Kuwait to South Africa, 
held a large reception to mark the na-
tional day. The ceremony was attended 
by senior officials of the South African 
government, heads and representatives 
of Arab and foreign diplomatic missions 
accredited in Pretoria, and a group of 
social and political figures, businessmen, 
and staff of the Kuwaiti Embassy.

In statements to KUNA, Ambassador 
Al-Shibli extended his warmest congrat-
ulations to His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and 
to the government and people of Kuwait 
on these dear occasions. He boasted that 
the achievements that Kuwait has made 

since independence have earned it the re-
spect of the entire world, boosted its sta-
tus on the international stage, and helped 
it have distinguished relations with all 
countries based on mutual respect.

In Nouakchott, Kuwait’s Embassy 
held a function to mark the national oc-
casions. The guests were received by 
the Ambassador of Kuwait to Maurita-
nia, Badah Al-Dosari, and other embas-
sy staff members. During the ceremony, 
a documentary film was screened high-
lighting the bilateral cooperation rela-
tions between Mauritania and Kuwait, 
which extend over more than five and 
a half decades. The Mauritanian gov-
ernment was represented at the cere-
mony by Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Cooperation Dr. Mohamed Salem Ould 
Marzoug, Minister of Economy Abdes-
salam Ould Mohamed Salah, and several 
other senior officials.

Also attending were Arab and foreign 
ambassadors accredited to the Islamic 
Republic of Mauritania, leaders of Mau-
ritanian political parties, and economic 
and cultural figures. The Embassy of Ku-
wait to Bosnia and Herzegovina stated in 
a statement to KUNA that it held a re-
ception on these occasions, attended by 
representatives of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, the Ministry of Security, ambas-
sadors, and heads of diplomatic missions. 
Ambassador of Kuwait Dhaher Al-Kharinj 
observed a moment of silence at the start 
of the event in remembrance of Palestin-
ian martyrs who fell in the ongoing Zionist 
occupation war on the Gaza Strip.

He stated that Kuwait, as it cele-
brates national days, does not forget its 
pioneering role in humanitarian issues. 
He lauded strong relations between 
Kuwait and the Republic of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. Ambassador Al-Kharinj 
extended his warmest congratulations 
to His Highness the Amir Sheikh Mishal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and to 
the government and people of Kuwait. 
He expressed his sincere wishes for 
further progress, prosperity, and se-
curity for Kuwait and its people under 
the wise leadership of His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: People walk past Kuwaiti national flags on the coast during the country’s 63rd Independence Day celebrations as children wave Kuwaiti national flags. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Kuwait marks 33rd Liberation Day
Historical turning point displaying solidarity, resilience
KUWAIT: The 33rd anniversary of Lib-
eration Day continues to mark a historical 
turning point for Kuwait, through which 
the people of the country proved their sol-
id will and unwavering belief in victory to 
liberate the land on February 26, 1991, from 
the Iraqi invasion. With the brutal Iraqi in-
vasion at dawn on August 2, 1990, the peo-
ple of Kuwait called for the legitimacy of 
the Al-Sabah family’s rulership, achieving 
rare and unparalleled international support 
to return legitimacy in accordance with the 
United Nations (UN) Charter.

Kuwait’s foreign policy, along with 
Kuwait’s wise leadership—the late Amir 
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sa-
bah, the late Father Amir Sheikh Saad 
Al-Abdullah, and the late Amir Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah—
have proven Kuwait’s legitimacy to the 
international community and achieved 
complete liberation. Kuwait raised its is-
sue in international and regional forums 
and mobilized global support in the Unit-
ed Nations Security Council (UNSC) 
and in the meeting of foreign ministers 
of non-Aligned Movement (NAM) coun-
tries that was held on the sidelines of the 
UN general assembly on October 5, 1990.

Kuwait affirmed at the time that the 
Iraqi occupation represented a fla-
grant violation of the UN Charter and 
the NAM’s principals and called on the 
NAM’s members to condemn the aggres-
sion and continue their support for the 
initial actions taken by the international 
community. Kuwait also demanded that 
the aggressor pay compensation for the 
destruction caused to the economic and 
social environment in Kuwait.

The UNSC held an emergency session 
based on the demand of many countries 
on August 3, 1990, and by the end of it, 
Resolution 660 was issued, condemning 
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait and demand-
ing that Iraq withdraw immediately and 
unconditionally from Kuwaiti lands. The 
United States and the Soviet Union, the 
Foreign Ministers of the Islamic Organi-
zation Conference (OIC), issued state-
ments during their 19th meeting in Cairo. 
Ambassadors of NAM issued statements 

during their meeting in New York, ex-
pressing their condemnation of the inva-
sion and demanding that Iraq immediate-
ly withdraw its forces.

The United States submitted a draft 
resolution to the UNSC to impose com-
prehensive economic and military sanc-
tions on Iraq, forcing Iraqi forces to with-
draw from Kuwaiti lands, according to 
the UNSC’s Resolution 660 issued a few 
hours after the invasion. A few days later, 
UNSC Resolution 661 on Iraq was issued 
on August 6, 1990, affirming the council’s 
determination to bring the occupation of 
Kuwait by Iraq to an end and to restore 
the sovereignty, independence, and terri-
torial integrity of Kuwait.

The third UNSC resolution 662 was 
issued on August 9, 1990, stating that 
the annexation of Kuwait by Iraq has no 
legal validity and is considered null and 
void, calling upon all states, international 
organizations, and specialized agencies 
not to recognize that annexation. The sit-
uation in Kuwait had escalated, opening 
the door for peace-loving countries to 
send forces to the region, and immediate-
ly contacts took place between various 
world capitals to mobilize an internation-
al coalition to liberate Kuwait.

In the meantime, Arab and internation-

al forces began to arrive in Saudi Arabia, 
and the UNSC issued its fourth resolution 
(664 regarding the Iraqi invasion), reaf-
firming the invalidation of the annexation 
of Kuwait by Iraq. Soon after, the UNSC 
issued Resolution 674 against Iraq, and 
the permanent members of the UNSC 
agreed on a draft resolution that allowed 
the use of military force against Iraq. At 
the end of November 1990, the UNSC 
issued several resolutions related to Iraq, 
the first of which was Resolution 677.

It condemned Iraqi attempts to alter 

the demographic composition of the pop-
ulation of Kuwait and to destroy the civil 
records maintained by the legitimate gov-
ernment of Kuwait; it mandates the Sec-
retary General to take custody of a copy 
of the population register of Kuwait. The 
Council also issued its Resolution 678, 
authorizing member states to use all nec-
essary means to implement SC Resolution 
660 (1990) and giving Iraq until January 
15, 1991, to withdraw from Kuwait or else 
face the risk of a military intervention by 
international coalition forces.

Following Resolution 678, at dawn on 
January 17, 1991, the coalition forces be-
gan their major attacks on Iraqi military 
and strategic sites in Kuwait and Iraq. 
This included air strikes on Iraqi military 
installations and bases, command and 
control centers, public facilities, bridg-
es, water and electricity stations, as well 
as about 60 military bases. International 
coalition countries also began preparing 
for their ground attack on the Iraqi forc-
es in Kuwait, as the late US President 
George H. W. Bush gave the green light 
to the commander of the coalition forces, 
the late General Norman Schwarzkopf, to 
launch the ground attack.

The decision was taken moments be-
fore the expiration of the deadline that 
the allies and the UN had set for Iraq 
to withdraw. On February 24, 1991, the 
international coalition forces began 
their ground attack on the Iraqi forces 
in Kuwait. The forces of 30 countries, 
reinforced with the latest mechanisms, 
attacked the Iraqi forces and destroyed 
them in Kuwaiti territory. The Iraqi army 
quickly collapsed due to the strikes of 
international forces towards Kuwait 
City. Kuwait had returned to its people, 
free and proud, after about seven diffi-
cult months of occupation. — KUNA

Archive photos show Kuwait’s Liberation Day celebrations. — KUNA photos

‘Sleepless Eyes’ celebrating 
with Kuwaitis and residents

Embassies mark 
National Days
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Zain reaffirms love, loyalty and belonging 
to Kuwait during the national celebrations

Company honored stars of its latest National TVC, including the Voice of Kuwait, Sanaa Alkharraz

KUWAIT: Reaffirming its deep-rooted devotion to 
Kuwait, Zain commemorated the nation’s 63rd Na-
tional Day and 33rd Liberation Day with a long list of 
social activities, engaging entertainment programs, 
and traditional performances. The company forged a 
direct connection with audiences of all ages, paint-
ing a vibrant picture that reflected the enduring love 
and loyalty of Kuwaitis towards their nation during 
this much-cherished season.

Zain is always eager to directly participate in the 
biggest national-themed events every year to un-
derscore its deep belief in the vital role played by 
private sector companies, especially national ones, 
in sharing the joys of national celebrations with the 
people of Kuwait. The company considers itself an 
integral part in the fabric of the community in which 
it operates and serves. 

Year after year, the local community anticipates 
Zain’s involvement in the biggest campaigns, gath-
erings, and programs that celebrate the nation’s 
holidays. Audiences across Kuwait eagerly await 
the unveiling of Zain’s annual National TVC, which 
always embodies deep emotions of love, belonging, 
and patriotism. Through its social and creative con-
tributions, Zain always aspires to embody the core 
values of its brand: Zain, a Wonderful World.

The company recently held its annual national 
holidays event to celebrate this much-cherished oc-
casion with the Zain family. This year, the event was 
attended by Zain Vice Chairman and Group CEO 
Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi, Zain Kuwait Acting CEO 
Nawaf Algharabally, the company’s executive man-
agement team, and scores of Zain employees from 
across divisions and departments who were all eager 
to join the event to show their love for their nation.

This year’s event had a special aura to it with the par-
ticipation of the stars of Zain’s latest National TVC for 
2024, including great Kuwaiti singer Sanaa Alkharraz, 
dubbed the Voice of Kuwait, along with writer and 
poet Salem Sayar Alenzi who penned the beautiful lyr-
ics of the commercial, and brilliant composer Sulaiman 
Ghannam Al Daikan whose brilliant tunes brought the 
TVC to life. The event was also joined by the talented 
young students who appeared in the commercial, who 
recreated the TVC’s wonderful traditional dance per-
formances on-stage for Zain employees. 

During the event, Bader Al-Kharafi and Nawaf 
Algharabally joined the stage to recognize the tre-
mendous contributions of all the stars who made 
this TVC possible, at their forefront Sanaa Alkharraz 
who took the TVC’s audience in a nostalgic journey 
through the years to the beautiful past. In the mind 
of every Kuwaiti, Sanaa Alkharraz’s voice is deep-
ly linked to the operettas of the 80’s and 90’s, and 
this truly contributed to the success of the commer-
cial. Toward the end of the event, poet Salem Sayar 
Alenzi delivered a beautiful, patriotic poem to the 
attendees, invigorating a sense of national unity and 
patriotism for all. 

Zain’s 2024 National TVC received wide praise 
and positive reaction from the local community and 
has surpassed 3.5 million views on YouTube as of to-
day. The TVC was produced by Joy Productions, and 
its lyrics sung of Kuwait’s glorious history, promoted 
national unity, and celebrated the nation’s prosperity 
under the wise leadership of His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. 

This special celebration is one of Zain’s top social 
programs held for employees in February of every 
year. The event brings together staff and senior ex-

Bader Al-Kharafi and Nawaf Algharabally honor the stars of Zain’s TVC: Sanaa Alkharraz, Sulaiman Al 
Daikan, and Salem Sayyar Alenzi.

Al-Kharafi and Algharabally with Zain’s executive management team during 
the annual event. Zain employees eagerly participated in the event to show their love for Kuwait.

Zain’s National TVC stars performing on-stage.

Zain celebrated with the community at South Subahiya Park throughout February.

Huge crowds engaged in Zain’s activities.

ecutive management together to further strengthen 
the links between members of the Zain family and 
renew the spirit of teamwork under their united love 
for their nation.  The event featured many fun activ-
ities and programs that centered around celebrating 
Kuwait’s National and Liberation Days, where the 
company’s employees gathered in a family atmo-
sphere filled with national pride. The event’s pro-
gram also included exciting competitions, prizes for 
winners, and a special performance by a traditional 
band that played wonderful traditional Kuwaiti piec-
es throughout the celebration.

As it does in February of every year, Zain is always 
eager to interact with the community by being pres-
ent at the biggest events and social gatherings where 
Kuwaitis show their love for their nation. In such gath-
erings, the company finds an invaluable opportunity 
to share the joys of this momentous occasion with the 
community by presenting its very own programs. 

Zain’s interactive national holidays programs this 
year came in South Subahiya Park, which Zain spon-
sors in partnership with the Touristic Enterprises 
Company (TEC) in continuation of its strategic part-
nership with the public sector to support the nation’s 
biggest entertainment projects, as well as in Qout 
Market at Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural Center (JACC), 
which Zain strategically partners in its tenth season.

The programs Zain organized in South Subahiya Park 
and Qout Market included exciting traditional ‘Ardha’ 
performances with many local traditional bands, along 
with several wonderful performances by the young stu-
dents of Zain’s National TVC, who reacted the commer-
cial’s dances to the delight of the visiting families. 

Zain also presented a plethora of interactive pro-
grams and engaging activities for children and fami-
lies, which all promoted national unity and planted the 
values of love and loyalty to one’s nation from an early 
age. The company also distributed huge 7m Kuwait 
flags to visitors in an initiative to revive the old habit 
of raising Kuwait’s flag above every house. Other ac-
tivities included a weekly PlayStation tournament at 
the company’s booth in South Subahiya Park, special 
offers on the latest products, and much more. 

Zain is proud of its strategic partnership with the 
Touristic Enterprises Company (TEC), which recent-

ly covered some of the nation’s biggest recreational 
projects. Zain has found immense interest from the 
public sector to bring to life a number of major plans 
that present the best experiences to the Kuwaiti 
community. The company is committed to being a 
main partner in realizing this vision, thus reflecting 
the key role played by the private sector in achieving 
the nation’s various developmental goals. 

South Subahiya Park is Kuwait’s latest and 
most anticipated theme park, and Zain was keen 
on being among the first of its supporters to help 
bring an exceptional entertainment destination to 
families and young people in the community. The 
Park covers 107,000 square meters and can wel-
come 10,000 visitors per day. Zain is also proud 
to be among the first supporters of Qout Market 
throughout the past years. The event has had a 
huge success in the past, having gathered families, 
young people, and other members of the commu-
nity in a wonderful atmosphere with a special fo-
cus on supporting local products and talents.

In addition, and under its strategic partnership 
with South Subahiya Park in collaboration with 
TEC, Zain held many exciting activities and compe-
titions for visitors at SSP in collaboration with 360 
FM to celebrate Kuwait’s national holidays. Zain 
held the fun activities at its booth in SSP, where 
large crowds of families, children, and young peo-
ple joined to take part in the company’s competi-
tions for a chance to win special prizes. This con-
tinued for five consecutive days during the national 
holidays vacation, where entertainer Osama Fouda 
hosted the special activities and interacted with the 
crowds LIVE on 360 FM from Zain’s booth.

Through its extended partnership with the 
Touristic Enterprises Company, Zain has con-
tributed to bringing the best world-class en-
tertainment destinations to the community. This 
collaboration has also vitalized the local touris-
tic, economic, and social scenes, supported local 
entrepreneurs and startup owners, and drove the 
progress of the national economy.



DOHA: The Kuwait pavilion at Doha Expo 2023 
held a function to mark the 63rd National Day and 
the 33rd Liberation Day of Kuwait on Sunday. The 
celebration, which gathered a number of Qatari gov-
ernment officials, Kuwaiti diplomats, and environ-
mental activists, aims to enhance public awareness 
about the importance of environmental protection, 
Director General of the Kuwait Environment Public 
Authority (EPA), Samira Al-Kandari, said.

At the behest of His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His High-
ness the Prime Minister Sheikh Dr. Mohammad Sa-
bah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, the State of Kuwait is keen 

on implementing the development vision “New Ku-
wait 2035,” which gives precedence to sustainable 
development and active participation in relevant 
events, she said in a speech at the function.

Participation in the Doha Expo provides a great 
opportunity to share the experiences of other coun-
tries in the combat against desertification and the 
latest technologies for promoting sustainable ag-
ricultural development, as Al-Kandari pointed out. 
On the Kuwaiti pavilion, she said it showcases the 
Kuwaiti horticultural experiments and the projects to 
combat desertification.

The Greenhands Environmental Team and Al-Sadu 
Weaving Cooperative Society, a non-profit organiza-
tion, as well as folklore teams, are taking part in the 
pavilion to shed light on Kuwait’s efforts to protect the 
environment and conserve national heritage, she went 
on. Since opening, the pavilion has seen 25 workshops 
and lectures organized in collaboration with the Ku-
waiti government and non-government organizations.

The pavilion attaches great importance to public 

awareness about environmental issues with a view to 
delivering practical, scientific facts to the public and 
the new generation, Al-Kandari added. Praising the 
fraternity between Kuwait and Qatar, she thanked 
the Qatari leaders and people for facilitating the or-
ganization of the Kuwaiti pavilion. On his part, Bader 
Al-Dafa, the Commissioner General of Doha Expo 
2023, praised Kuwait’s experience in promoting sus-
tainable development and green farming across de-
veloping countries.

He noted that the Kuwait Fund for Arab Eco-
nomic Development (KFAED) plays an important 
role in funding agricultural projects and employing 
innovative technological solutions in farming in sev-
eral countries. The participants in the Expo, from 
the public or private sectors, have a chance to build 
partnerships in agricultural and horticultural areas, 
he added. Doha Expo 2023, the first international 
horticultural exhibition in Qatar, the Middle East, 
and North Africa, opened on October 2 and will con-
clude on March 28, 2024. — KUNA
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Established 1961 Marking National Day, folklore 
troupes perform Ardha dance

‘Youm Al-Bahar’ ignites Kuwait’s patriotism

KUWAIT: Celebrating the country’s 63rd Na-
tional Day and 33rd Liberation Day, Kuwaiti 
folklore troupes performed the traditional Ard-
ha dance at Youm Al-Bahar Village on Sunday, 
catching the eyes of large numbers of citizens 
and residents. The attention-grabbing scene, 
which reflects how much they cherish the dear 
nation, is part of wide-scale official and unofficial 
celebrations nationwide.

‘Youm Al-Bahar’
In another development, Youm Al-Bahar tradi-

tional village showcased the utmost expressions of 

patriotism for the nation during Kuwait’s National 
Days through its cultural and folk heritage, em-
bodying the Kuwaiti spirit. The village represents 
Kuwait’s maritime legacy and history in diving and 
travel, hosting events that evoke reverence among 
Kuwaitis while displaying the country’s culture and 
history to visitors from around the world. Some of 
the expressions seen include the Kuwaiti national 
teams wearing traditional attire of their ancestors, 
performing folk dances, waving flags, singing pa-
triotic songs, children joining in by cheering with 
flags, and females wearing the colors of the Ku-
waiti flag. — KUNA

Karen Hideko Sasahara 
US’ Ambassador 

On behalf of the 
United States 
of America, I 

congratulate Kuwait’s 
Amir HH Sheikh Mishal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah and the Ku-
waiti people on the 
occasion of Kuwait’s 
National Day and Liberation Day. These two 
days mark pivotal moments in Kuwait’s his-
tory, celebrating the founding of the modern 
Kuwaiti state and commemorating the 33rd 
anniversary of Kuwait’s liberation. More 
than three decades ago, Kuwaiti, US, and 
Coalition forces drove out Saddam Hussein’s 
army from Kuwait, forging a bond that has 
only grown stronger.

We honor those who fought, suffered, 
and died for the freedom the Kuwaiti peo-
ple enjoy today. The United States is proud 
to have led the coalition of nations that came 
to Kuwait’s aid. Today, our defense partner-
ship — the legacy of 1991 — has evolved to 
deliver training and capabilities that strength-
en Kuwait’s Armed Forces and contribute to 
regional security. As we celebrate the 63rd 
anniversary of Kuwait’s independence, the 
United States is proud of our excellent bilat-
eral relations bound by our mutual security 
and peacekeeping values.

We deeply cherish the enduring friendship 
between our nations that includes commercial, 
educational, and cultural ties. As the US Am-
bassador to Kuwait, I look forward to seeing 
the vibrant celebrations of Kuwait’s histo-
ry and culture during the month of February. 
Flags adorn every home, and the visible pride 
of Kuwaiti citizens mirrors the spirit of Ameri-
ca during our Fourth of July festivities. During 
my time in Kuwait, I will continue to explore 
the country, and deepen my understanding of 
its rich cultural tapestry, fostering even stron-
ger and deeper ties between our countries.

Kuwait pavilion at 
Doha Expo marks 
national days

DOHA: Kuwait pavilion at Doha Expo celebrates National days. — KUNA photos Officials participate in the celebration.

Kuwait Designer
Center partake in 
Doha Biennale
DOHA: A group of artists from the Kuwait Designer 
Center, sponsored by the National Council for Cul-
ture, Arts, and Letters (NCCAL) and in cooperation 
with the Khaleejesque cultural institute, are partici-
pating in the first edition of the Design Doha Bien-
nale in the Qatari capital, Doha, which runs until next 
Wednesday. Speaking to KUNA Sunday, Sheikha 
Fawaz Al-Sabah, head of Khaleejesque, said that she 
and Kuwaiti artists are showcasing at the Kuwait 
Designer Center as part of the Biennale activities, 
which kicked off on Saturday, aiming to spotlight 
Kuwaiti artistry and talents internationally.

On her side, Mariam Al-Wazzan, the exhibition 
curator for the Kuwait Designer Center, stated that 
the center showcased innovative works by Kuwaiti 
artists who incorporate sustainability and contem-
porary Arab identity, emphasizing the integration 
of environmental awareness and cultural heritage in 
modern design. A group of Kuwaiti artists, includ-
ing Dalia Ali, Lulwa Al-Radwan, Kawthar Al-Saffar, 
Jasem Al-Nashmi, and Jasem Al-Nasarallah, are 
participating in the Kuwait Design Center, spon-
sored by the National Council for Culture, Arts, and 
Letters (NCCAL) and managed by Khaleejesque, 
she pointed out. — KUNA

Kuwaiti artist Jasem Al-Nashmi

Kuwaiti artist Jasem Al-Nasarallah

Embassies congratulate Kuwait
US Embassy

Lena Maryana
Indonesia’s Ambassador 

On the auspicious oc-
casion of the 63rd an-
niversary of National 

Day and the 33rd anniversary 
of Liberation Day, I have the 
distinct honor, on behalf of the 
government of Indonesia, to 
convey my heartfelt congratu-
lations and best wishes to the 
Amir His Highness Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sa-
bah, the Prime Minister His Highness Sheikh Dr Mohammad 
Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, Foreign Minister Abdullah Ali Ab-
dullah Al-Yahya, and to the government and people of Kuwait.

I am pleased to note that since the establishment of dip-
lomatic relations between our two countries on February 28, 
1968, relations and cooperation between Indonesia and Ku-
wait have continuously strengthened and shown improvement 
across various fields, whether at the bilateral, regional, or in-
ternational level. Kuwait plays a strategic role in maintaining 
peace, stability and security in the region. In the field of hu-
manitarian and charitable works, Kuwait plays imperative roles 
to assist friendly countries in the world.  Al-Sabah Villages in 
Indonesia is one of the bridges of continuous cooperation be-
tween Kuwait and Indonesia in charitable work.

Indonesia and Kuwait are developing mutually support-
ive cooperation in handling regional and international issues 
for the benefit of people of the world. Both Indonesia and 
Kuwait embrace moderate Islam, which seeks peace and 
progress. I, therefore, realize that Indonesia and Kuwait could 
work together to enhance spreading this modern, moderate, 
and peaceful Islam within the Islamic countries and to the 
world at large. Being a wealthy nation with substantial oil 
reserves and abundant employment prospects, Kuwait with 
2035 development plan offers vast opportunities for Indone-
sia to widen cooperation in various sectors.

I am confident that under the Amir His Highness Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, and new administra-
tion of Prime Minister His Highness Sheikh Dr Mohammad 
Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, our longstanding good relations 
will further thrive through new areas of cooperation, ben-
efiting both our peoples and countries, and contributing to 
peace, stability, and prosperity in the region. Concluding my 
message, I would like to extend my best wishes for the good 
health and success of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Mishal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah whose wise leadership will 
lead the continued progress and development of Kuwait and 
the happiness and prosperity of its people.

Indonesia Embassy



LAHORE: The daughter of former prime minister 
Nawaz Sharif took control of Pakistan’s most populous 
region on Monday, becoming the country’s first wom-
an to govern a province. Maryam Nawaz Sharif was 
elected chief minister in her family’s long-time power 
base of Punjab province, after Pakistan held national 
and provincial polls on Feb 8.

Her father—widely known as the “Lion of Pun-
jab”—was prime minister three times, his last stint 
ending in 2017. Her uncle Shehbaz, also a previous 
premier, looks set to rule again after the family’s Pa-
kistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) party agreed 
to govern in coalition with the Pakistan Peoples Par-
ty. The alliance also saw the PPP’s Punjab lawmakers 
back Maryam for the chief minister’s office, where 
she will preside over the province of 127 million Paki-
stanis—more than half the national populace. Nawaz 
and Shehbaz flanked Maryam as she was sworn in. 
Maryam said Monday that her appointment was “the 
making of history”. “It is a victory for every woman, 
a triumph for every daughter and mother,” she told 
regional lawmakers after they elected her to the role. 
“It is proof that being a woman and being a daughter 
cannot constrain your dreams.”

Nepotism and cronyism are entrenched in Pakistani 
politics, with family connections sometimes boosting 
elite daughters into power despite social conservatism 
shutting most women out. Benazir Bhutto became Pa-
kistan’s first female leader in 1988 but the opportunity 
was credited to her lineage in the Bhutto dynasty which 
has historically rivalled the Sharifs, rather than social 
progress. Only around a dozen women were elected 
to national office in this month’s elections. Most female 
lawmakers enter parliament in seats reserved for wom-
en and religious minorities. Female politicians also face 
sexist criticism in patriarchal Pakistan, and Maryam 
has in the past been targeted over her appearance and 
taunted with suggestive remarks.

Analysts suggest the 50-year-old is being groomed 
to succeed the Sharif brothers, who are in their 70s 
and have suffered ailing health. Both served as Punjab 
chief minister before leading the country. Maryam’s 
cousin Hamza Shahbaz also recently held the post. Like 
her father Nawaz, Maryam has been jailed in the past 
over graft. PML-N had been tipped to win this month’s 
polls after securing the backing of the powerful mili-
tary establishment. —AFP

Trump coasts to 
another victory 
in race for nomination
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Zionists brace for Rafah invasion
UN chief warns invasion would ‘put final nail in the coffin’ of aid operations
PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES: Zion-
ist entity said Monday its army had read-
ied a plan to evacuate Gazans ahead of 
a feared invasion of far-southern Rafah, 
which the UN chief warned would “put 
the final nail in the coffin” of aid opera-
tions. UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres said that Rafah—where 1.4 mil-
lion Palestinians live in crowded shelters 
near the Egyptian border—is also “the 
core of the humanitarian aid operation” in 
the besieged Gaza Strip.

In another shock impact of the almost 
five-month-old war, Palestinian Prime 
Minister Mohammad Shtayyeh in the oc-
cupied West Bank handed in his govern-
ment’s resignation to the head of the Pales-
tinian Authority, president Mahmud Abbas.

Shtayyeh cited “the new reality in the 
Gaza Strip” and “the escalation in the West 
Bank and Jerusalem”, where deadly vio-
lence has surged since the Zionist entity 
war on Gaza which began on Oct 7. Zion-
ist entity’s top ally Washington and other 
powers discussing a post-war Gaza have 
called for a reformed Palestinian Author-
ity to take charge of both the West Bank 
and Gaza, which has been ruled by Hamas 

since 2007.
Shtayyeh urged intra-Palestinian con-

sensus after years of rift and the “extension 
of the Authority’s rule over the entire land 
of Palestine”. Heavy fighting raged on in 
Gaza, where Zionist entity forces launched 
strikes and ground operations, killing 92 
people overnight according to the Hamas-
ruled territory’s health ministry. Displaced 
Gazan Sharif Muammar said he had helped 
to pull his son’s body of from the rubble in 
Rafah. “There was no one here—only chil-
dren, they are all children,” he told AFP. 
“There were no fighters at all. We weren’t 
launching missiles... We barely live.”

Zionist entity’s military campaign has 
killed at least 29,782 people in Gaza, 
mostly women and children, according 
to the ministry. The war broke out after 
Hamas launched their unprecedented at-
tack which killed 1,160 people in Zionist 
entity, mostly civilians, according to an 
AFP tally of official figures.

Zionist entity Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu stressed Sunday that, despite 
ongoing talks toward a ceasefire, the army 
will launch a ground invasion of Rafah to 
achieve “total victory” over Hamas. Once 

land operations are launched there, a Zion-
ist entity victory would be “weeks away”, 
he said, adding that any truce deal would 
delay, not prevent, the operation.

On Monday Netanyahu’s office said 
the military had shown Zionist entity’s war 
cabinet its plan for evacuating civilians 
from Rafah. But no details have been re-
leased on where those displaced people 
could go in war-torn Gaza. Neighboring 
Egypt has built a large walled enclosure 
next to Gaza, but Cairo has denied any 
plans to allow the mass flight of refugees 
across the border.

Foreign governments and aid groups 
have issued dire warnings that a Rafah 
invasion would inflict mass casualties. 
Guterres warned “an all-out Zionist en-
tity offensive on the city would not only 
be terrifying for more than a million Pal-
estinian civilians sheltering there; it would 
put the final nail in the coffin of our aid 
programs”. He said that “nothing can jus-
tify Hamas’s deliberate killing, injuring, 
torturing and kidnapping of civilians” and 
“nothing justifies the collective punish-
ment of the Palestinian people.”

Desperate families in Gaza’s north have 

had to scavenge for food as most aid trucks 
have been halted there, with many peo-
ple eating animal fodder and the meat of 
slaughtered horses. “We have no food or 
drink for ourselves or our children,” Omar 
Al-Kahlout told AFP, as he waited near 
Gaza City for aid trucks to arrive. Amid 
the spiraling crisis, the UN aid agency for 
Palestinians, UNRWA, has urged political 
action to avert famine.

Dire food shortages in northern Gaza 
are “a man-made disaster” that can be mit-
igated, said Philippe Lazzarini, UNRWA 
chief. “Famine can still be avoided through 
genuine political will to grant access and 
protection to meaningful assistance.” Aid 
entering Gaza has halved in February from 
the previous month, he said. Mediators 
meanwhile continued stuttering negoti-
ations towards a ceasefire and hostage 
release deal, with hopes it can be in place 
before the start of the Muslim holy month 
of Ramadan in about two weeks. Media 
reports suggest the warring parties are 
weighing a six-week halt to fighting and 
the initial exchange of dozens of hostages 
for several hundred Palestinian detainees 
held by Zionist entity. — AFP

KHAN YUNIS: A man buries his child who was killed in overnight Zionist air strikes on the Muammar home, at a cemetery in east Khan Yunis in the southern Gaza Strip on Feb 26, 2024. — AFP

PARIS: Qatar’s Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani, whose 
country has played the key medi-
ation role in the Gaza war, visits 
Paris this week for talks with Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron, the French 
presidency said Sunday.

The ruler’s trip on Tuesday and 
Wednesday will be his first state visit 
to France since he became amir of the 
small but gas-rich and hugely influen-
tial emirate in 2013, according to the 
Elysee. Qatar has emerged as the key 
player in mediation between Zionist 
entity and Hamas to agree a truce 
in Gaza and release more hostages 
abducted by the Palestinian militant 
group in its attack on Zionist entity 
on Oct 7. It hosts the political bureau 
of Hamas but also enjoys warm rela-
tions with the United States. “Qatar 
is notably working on the release of 
the hostages, which is a priority for 
us,” said a French presidential official. 

Three French nationals are among 
those still held by Hamas.

The discussions will also focus on 
“ongoing efforts to obtain a cease-
fire... and enable massive aid to be 
provided to the Gazan population,” 
added the official. A previous week-
long truce in November saw more 
than 100 hostages and 240 Palestin-
ian prisoners freed but so far no oth-
er such deal has been agreed despite 
intense efforts over the last weeks.

Egyptian, Qatari and US experts 
met in Doha on Sunday for talks 
also attended by Zionist entity 
and Hamas representatives, state-
linked Egyptian media said, seek-
ing to secure a truce before the 
Muslim holy month of Ramadan. 
The Doha talks followed a weekend 
meeting in Paris, without Hamas, 
where representatives “came to an 
understanding among the four of 
them about what the basic contours 

of a hostage deal for temporary 
ceasefire would look like”, White 

House National Security Advisor 
Jake Sullivan told CNN.—AFP

RAFAH: A displaced Palestinian child stands outside a makeshift tent attached to 
a school hosting families from other parts of the Gaza Strip in the Rafah refugee 
camp in southern Gaza on Feb 26. — AFP

Sharif’s daughter 
takes helm of 
Pakistan’s Punjab

LAHORE: Governor of Punjab Muhammad 
Balighur Rehman (left) administer oath to the 
newly-elected Chief Minister of Pakistan’s Pun-
jab province Maryam Nawaz Sharif during a cer-
emony at the Governor’s House in Lahore. — AFP

Zionists hit east 
Lebanon, kill 2
BAALBEK: Zionists struck Hezbollah targets near 
the city of Baalbek on Monday, killing two group 
members, security sources said, the first such at-
tack on Lebanon’s east since hostilities began af-
ter the Gaza war erupted. The Zionist army said 
the strikes targeted Hezbollah air defense systems 
in retaliation for the Iran-backed group down-
ing one of its drones in south Lebanon earlier on 
Monday. “Two Hezbollah members were killed in 
the Zionist strikes near Baalbek,” a security offi-
cial in Lebanon told AFP. Another security source 
confirmed the toll.

Earlier Monday, one of the sources had said Zi-
onist strikes hit a building used by Hezbollah in 
a Baalbek suburb, and a warehouse near Baalbek 
belonging to a Muslim group. Both sources re-
quested anonymity as they were not authorized to 
speak to the press. The army said it struck Hezbol-
lah “aerial defense” sites in the Bekaa valley in re-
sponse “to the launch of a surface-to-air missile” 
which downed the drone.

During a funeral procession for a Hezbollah 
fighter, one of the group’s lawmakers, Hassan Fad-
lallah, lambasted the strikes on Baalbek, a Hez-
bollah bastion near the border with Syria. “This 
Zionist encroachment will not push us to retreat, it 
will rather increase our determination,” Fadlallah 
said in a televised address. Zionist “aggression on 
Baalbek or any other region will not remain unan-

swered, and the resistance will respond in the ap-
propriate manner,” he added. In January, a strike 
widely attributed to Zionists killed Hamas’s deputy 
leader Saleh Al-Aruri and six militants in Hezbol-
lah’s south Beirut stronghold - the most high-pro-
file Hamas figure to be killed during the war.

On Sunday, Defense Minister Yoav Gallant said 
there would be no let up in action against Hezbollah, 
even if a ceasefire and hostage deal were secured 
in Gaza. Hezbollah has said it will stop launching at-
tacks on Zionist entity if the military stops its Gaza 
offensive. At least 280 people have been killed on 
the Lebanese side since fighting erupted, most of 
them Hezbollah fighters but also including 44 civil-
ians, according to an AFP tally. On the Zionist side, 
10 soldiers and six civilians have been killed, ac-
cording to the Zionist army. — AFP

Qatar Amir due in Paris 
for talks on Gaza



BAYANMUNKH SUM, Mongolia: More than two 
million animals have died in Mongolia so far this winter, 
a government official said Monday, as the country en-
dures extreme cold and snow. The landlocked country is 
no stranger to severe weather from December to March, 
when temperatures plummet as low as minus 50 degrees 
Celsius (minus 58 Fahrenheit) in some areas.

But this winter has been more severe than usual, 
with lower than normal temperatures and very heavy 
snowfall, the United Nations said in a recent report. 
As of Monday, 2.1 million head of livestock had died 
from starvation and exhaustion, Gantulga Batsaikhan 
of the country’s agriculture ministry said. Mongolia 
had 64.7 million such animals, including sheep, goats, 
horses and cows, at the end of 2023, official statis-
tics show. The extreme weather is known as “dzud” 
and typically results in the deaths of huge numbers of 
livestock. The United Nations said climate change is 
increasing the frequency and intensity of dzuds.

Mongolia has experienced six dzuds in the past 
decade, including the winter of 2022-23 when 4.4 mil-
lion head of livestock perished. This year’s dzud has 
been exacerbated by a summer drought that prevent-
ed animals from building up enough fatty stores to 
survive the harsh winter.

Seventy percent of Mongolia is experiencing 

PARIS: French President Emmanuel Macron is due 
to host European leaders Monday for a conference 
aimed at strengthening Western support for Ukraine, 
as the war stretches into its third year. The meeting in 
Paris will be a chance for participants to “reaffirm their 
unity as well as their determination to defeat the war 
of aggression waged by Russia in Ukraine”, the French 
presidency said.

It also signals Macron’s eagerness to present him-
self as a European champion of Ukraine’s cause, amid 
growing fears that American support could wane in 
the coming years.

“Battered and bruised, but still standing. Ukraine 
is fighting for itself, for its ideals, for our Europe. Our 
commitment at its side will not waver,” Macron wrote 
on X, formerly Twitter, to mark two years since Russian 
leader Vladimir Putin launched Moscow’s full-scale in-
vasion on February 24, 2022.

For Macron, the conference is also a chance to 
show European autonomy in security matters, which he 
called for even before the invasion. German Chancellor 
Olaf Scholz and Polish President Andrzej Duda will be 
among some 20 European heads of state and govern-
ment present at the conference, which will be opened 
by a video address from Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky.

Tuesday, February 27, 2024
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Trump coasts to another victory in 
race for Republican nomination

Haley lashes out at Trump over ‘disgusting’ black voter comments
CHARLESTON: Donald Trump cruised to a lightning 
victory Saturday in South Carolina’s Republican pri-
mary, blitzing rival Nikki Haley in her home state and 
continuing his march to the nomination and a White 
House rematch with Joe Biden in November. Trump 
completed a sweep of the first four major nominating 
contests, converting a year of blockbuster polls into a 
likely insurmountable lead going into the “Super Tues-
day” 15-state voting bonanza in 10 days.

Meanwhile, US Republican presidential hopeful 
Nikki Haley on Saturday lashed out at rival Donald 
Trump for making what she called “disgusting” com-
ments about Black Americans. Trump, who defeated 
Haley in Saturday’s nominating contest in South Car-
olina, suggested that Black voters favor him because 
they can relate to his troubles with the law. “It’s dis-
gusting. But that’s what happens when he goes off the 
teleprompter. That’s the chaos that comes with Donald 
Trump,” Haley said at a polling station in her home state.

Haley had vowed to fight on regardless of the out-
come but Trump, seeking to move quickly from the pri-
mary to the general election, didn’t mention her once 
during a victory speech in which he turned his fire on 
Biden. “That’s the offensiveness that’s going to happen 
every day between now and the general election, which 
is why I continue to say Donald Trump cannot win a 
general election,” she added.

“We’re going to be up here on Nov 5 and we’re go-
ing to look at Joe Biden—we’re going to look him right 
in the eye, he’s destroying our country—and we’re 
going to say, Joe, you’re fired. Get out,” Trump said to 
cheers at his victory party in state capital Columbia.

Haley has repeatedly questioned the 77-year-old 
former president’s mental fitness and warned another 
Trump presidency would bring “chaos,” but her efforts 
appeared to do little to damage his standing among 
Republicans. By about 7 am (1200 GMT) Sunday, ma-

jor national news outlets had Trump just shy of 60 per-
cent of the vote, with almost all votes counted.

US networks had felt able to call the race for Trump 
within seconds of the polls closing, suggesting little 
doubt over the outcome. David Darmofal, a politics 
professor at the University of South Carolina, said the 
speed of Trump’s projected victory confirmed him as 
“effectively the presumptive Republican nominee for 
president.” “This quick call is a bad result for former 
governor Haley in her home state. The quickness of the 
call will likely lead to additional pressure for her to drop 
out of the race,” he told AFP. Haley, a popular governor 
of South Carolina in the 2010s and the only woman to 
have entered the Republican contest, was looking to 
outperform expectations in her own backyard and ride 
into Super Tuesday with wind in her sails. But she was 
never able to compete in a battleground that preferred 
Trump’s brand of right-wing “America first” populism 
and personal grievance over the four criminal indict-
ments and multiple civil lawsuits he faces.

Trump had already won Iowa by 30 points and New 
Hampshire by 10, while a dispute in Nevada led to the 
real estate tycoon running unopposed in the first offi-
cial contest in the western United States.

Biden reacted to the South Carolina result with 
a brief written statement warning Americans of “the 
threat Donald Trump poses to our future as Americans 
grapple with the damage he left behind.”

Meanwhile Haley reminded supporters as she con-
gratulated Trump in her concession speech that she 
had already vowed to fight on, regardless of the out-
come. “I’m a woman of my word. I’m not giving up this 
fight when a majority of Americans disapprove of both 
Donald Trump and Joe Biden,” she said.

Trump aides have been clear that they want to see 
off Haley long before the Republican National Con-
vention in July—and are expecting the party to co-

COLUMBIA: Former US Presidential hopeful and 2024 presidential hopeful Donald Trump (center) reacts at 
an “Election Night Watch Party” in Columbia, South Carolina, on Feb 24, 2024. — AFP

SLOVIANSK, Ukraine: A local resident carries a food 
kit distributed by volunteers of the NGO “Respon-
sible Citizens” with the financial support of the UK 
Government, in Sloviansk, Donetsk region, Feb 26, 
2024, amid the Russian invasion of Ukraine. — AFP

Two million animals 
dead as extreme 
winter hits Mongolia

BAYANMUNKH SUM, Mongolia: This picture taken 
on February 22, 2024 shows a goat standing next to 
a traditional yurt tent amid extremely cold weather 
conditions in Bayanmunkh, in Mongolia’s Khentii 
Province. — AFP

Macron seeks to 
rally European 
support for Ukraine

alesce around the front-runner ahead of the first of 
his criminal trials on March 25. A traditional conser-
vative who espouses limited government and a mus-
cular foreign policy, Haley has argued that a Trump 
presidency would be mired in scandal from day one.

Her central argument—that polling shows her 
performing better than Trump in hypothetical 
matchups with Biden—may have fallen on deaf 

ears but she has vowed to stay in the race at least 
through Super Tuesday. Analysts say she is building 
her profile for a potential 2028 run—and is poised 
to step in should legal or health problems knock 
Trump out of the race. “Nikki Haley’s an incredible 
role model,” said one Republican voter, Julie Tay-
lor. “She’s not giving up, she’s showing strength and 
grace and courage.” — AFP

Other states will be represented at ministerial lev-
el, with Foreign Secretary David Cameron travelling 
to Paris for Britain. The United States and Canada will 
also be represented. Speaking to reporters on Sun-
day, Zelensky said that leaders in Europe had real-
ized “how dangerous” the war is for “the whole of 
Europe.” “I think they have realized that Putin will 
continue this war,” he said.

According to the French presidency, the meet-
ing will “examine all means to support Ukraine 
effectively”. Western officials acknowledge that 
Russia risks gaining the upper hand in the conflict 
in 2024 as Ukraine runs out of weapons and am-
munition. — AFP

“dzud or near dzud” conditions, the UN said. That 
compares with 17 percent of the country at the same 
time in 2023. “The winter started with heavy snow but 
suddenly air temperatures rose, and the snow melt-
ed,” herder Tuvshinbayar Byambaa told AFP. “Then 
the temperatures dropped again, turning the melting 
snow into ice.” That ice makes it hard for the livestock 
to break through to the grass below, he said, prevent-
ing them from grazing and forcing many herders to 
borrow money for feed. “The weather changes are so 
sudden these days,” Tuvshinbayar said. The deadliest 
dzud on record was the winter of 2010-11, when more 
than 10 million animals died—almost a quarter of the 
country’s total livestock at the time. — AFP

US airman sets 
himself on fire...
Continued from Page 1

A spokesperson for the Zionist embassy said no 
staff were injured. In the video, the man wearing mil-
itary fatigues and declaring he will “not be complicit 
in genocide” before dousing himself in liquid, light-
ing himself on fire and yelling “Free Palestine!” until 
he collapses. The video was reportedly first shared 
in a livestream on the social platform Twitch.

With the death toll in Gaza nearing 30,000, ac-
cording to the Hamas-run health ministry there, 
international pressure has been increasing on the 
United States to rein in ally and call for a ceasefire. 
Washington last week blocked a UN Security Coun-
cil resolution calling for an immediate ceasefire in 

Gaza, its third such use of its veto on the matter.
Some voters in Joe Biden’s Democratic Party are 

attempting to press the president on the issue, with 
groups of Arab American voters in Michigan pledging 
to vote “uncommitted” or write in “Free Palestine” on 
their ballots in the state’s primary Tuesday. The White 
House has tried to assuage Arab and Muslim voters’ 
concerns in part by portraying the president as frus-
trated with Benjamin Netanyahu’s government.

But US weapons have flowed to Zionist entity 
since October 7, while Washington’s efforts to bro-
ker a second pause in fighting have so far failed. 
In an update on ongoing multinational talks Sun-
day, the United States said an “understanding” had 
emerged on a possible deal for Hamas to release 
hostages and for a new ceasefire in the Gaza war. 
Domestic demonstrations have typically involved 
peaceful street protests, though in December a 
person outside the Zionist consulate in Atlanta also 
set himself on fire. — AFP

Palestinian
PM resigns...
Continued from Page 1

 “the next stage and its challenges require new govern-
mental and political measures that take into account the 
new reality in the Gaza Strip”.

He called for inter-Palestinian consensus and the “ex-
tension of the Authority’s rule over the entire land of Pal-
estine”. Zionists have ruled out any future political role for 
the Islamist movement Hamas in Gaza, but has suggest-
ed that local Palestinian officials could play a role. Abbas 
has faced mounting anger since the Gaza war erupted on 
October 7, with many criticizing him for failing to more 
severely condemn the offensive there as well as the rising 
violence in the West Bank.

Since 2007, the Palestinian leadership has been divided 
between the Palestinian Authority of Abbas, which exer-
cises limited power in the West Bank, and Hamas which 
rules the coastal Gaza Strip. The military offensive in Gaza 
has so far killed at least 29,782 people, most of them wom-
en and children, according to the territory’s health ministry.

Violence in the West Bank has also flared since the war 
in Gaza erupted to levels unseen in nearly two decades. Zi-

onist troops and settlers have killed at least 400 Palestin-
ians in the West Bank since the Gaza war began, accord-
ing to the health ministry in Ramallah. It was still unclear 
whether Abbas would accept the resignation immediately 
or wait until a new prime minister had been appointed. 
Palestinian media reports suggested Abbas might appoint 
Mohammed Mustafa, an executive committee member of 
the Palestine Liberation Organization - dominated by the 
ruling Fatah movement - to head the new cabinet. Mustafa 
has previously served as deputy prime minister and as a 
senior adviser to Abbas on economic affairs.

International mediators are in talks to reach a ceasefire 
in Gaza, with Zionist top ally Washington also discussing 
how a post-war Gaza could be ruled. Palestinian analyst 
Ghassan Khatib said the premier’s resignation was Abbas’s 
way of showing he is flexible and ready to have a govern-
ment of technocrats “functioning in both the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip after the war”. “If Abbas and Hamas are 
able to reach an agreement, it would be a new phase in our 
internal political scene and a significant one,” Khatib told 
AFP, adding that previous attempts between the two had 
failed. Shtayyeh meanwhile defended his record and said 
his government had managed to do its work despite major 
challenges. “The government was able to achieve a bal-
ance between meeting the needs of our people and pro-
viding services like infrastructure,” said Shtayyeh, whose 
cabinet took office in 2019. — AFP

OIC ministers urge 
world to recognize 
State of Palestine
ISTANBUL: Information Ministers of the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) have called on all world 
countries to recognize the State of Palestine and to halt 
the devastating Zionist occupation war in Gaza. The min-
isters made the call in a final communiqué adopted at the 
end of the Extraordinary Session of the Islamic Confer-
ence of Information Ministers held in Istanbul, Turkey.

They reiterated support for the Palestinian people’s 
legitimate struggle to liberate their occupied territory 
and to fulfill all their inalienable rights, especially their 
right to self-determination and to live in their indepen-
dent state, along the borders of June 4, 1967, with Al-
Quds Al-Sharif (Jerusalem) as its capital. They empha-
sized that resolving the Palestine Question on the basis 
of a two-state solution is the only way to ensure durable, 
comprehensive, and lasting peace and security in the re-

gion, according to the document.
The OIC information ministers also condemned and 

warned against the disinformation campaigns run by the 
occupying authorities to legitimize the occupation and 
justify the barbaric mass atrocities and war crimes in 
the Gaza Strip. They further held the Zionist occupation 
responsible for the killings, arrests, and censorship of 
journalists, as well as the murder and targeting of their 
family members, recalling that Zionists intentional attacks 
on journalists have killed over 120, with numerous others 
sustaining injuries or disappearing.

Kuwaiti Minister of Information and Culture Abdul-
rahman Al-Mutairi attended the gathering, held under 
the theme “The Zionist Occupying Authority’s Disin-
formation and Hostilities Against Journalists and Me-
dia Outlets in the Occupied Palestinian Territory.” The 
Kuwaiti minister addressed the meeting by restating 
his country’s unwavering and relentless support for all 
Islamic issues, chiefly the Palestinian cause. He point-
ed out the firm role of the Kuwaiti leadership, gov-
ernment, and people in throwing much weight behind 
all regional and international efforts to highlight and 
support the Palestinian issue in political, media, and 
humanitarian domains. — KUNA

Kuwaitis recall 
freedom from...
Continued from Page 1

Moreover, among the great memories was the 
historic stance taken by the late US president 
George W Bush (senior), who pledged to restore 
Kuwait’s independence and succeeded in per-
suading the US Senate to employ military might 
to free the country from the occupation claws on 
January 21, 1991. The Kuwaitis continue to eulo-
gize the martyrs who sacrificed their blood for 
Kuwait’s sake during the flagrant aggression and 
participation of sisterly and friendly countries in 
the liberation of the country.

During the aggression, the Kuwaiti people be-
came strugglers, each in his or her own position. 
Some had carried the guns for resisting the occu-
pation with gunfire, and many women carried out 
diverse tasks in backing up the national resistance. 
The Kuwaiti people stood robustly behind the 
wise leadership that exerted tremendous efforts 

to liberate the homeland, restore its freedom, and 
draw international support for the national cause.

And necessities were secured for Kuwaitis ev-
erywhere, depicting a unique national unity exam-
ple. They were ready to help in the liberation of 
Kuwait when the battles broke out at dawn on Jan-
uary 17, 1991. There was full coordination among 
government and popular apparatuses, and the Ku-
wait Air Force took part in the first aerial strikes 
while the infantrymen were among the fore-ranks 
of the coalition forces that advanced into the Ku-
waiti territories.

Despite the bitter sentiments with respect to the 
martyrs and the missing, Kuwait launched, in 1993, 
relief campaigns for the Iraqi people and granted 
further assistance to them after the downfall of the 
defunct Iraqi regime in 2003. Today, it remains the 
largest aid supplier to the Iraqi people. At the dip-
lomatic level, the visit that had been paid by the 
late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sa-
bah to Iraq on June 19, 2019, constituted a noble 
gesture and reflected good will for preserving sol-
id and brotherly relations with the neighbors and 
the desire to thrash out hanging files. — KUNA
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Philippines accuses China of 
attempting to block vessel

Philippine vessel managed to evade the blocking attempts: Report
MANILA: The Philippines on Sun-
day accused the Chinese coast guard 
of attempting to block a Filipino gov-
ernment vessel delivering supplies to 
fishermen, the second such alleged 
incident near a disputed reef in two 
weeks. The BRP Datu Sanday was 
supplying fuel to fishermen near the 
Scarborough Shoal when it was ha-
rassed by a China Coast Guard vessel 
and three other Chinese ships on Feb 
22, the Philippine Coast Guard said.

Three of the four Chinese vessels 
came within 100 meters (328 feet) of 
Datu Sanday’s bow, it said in an inci-
dent report that also listed shadowing, 
vessel transponder jamming and other 
“dangerous maneuvers”.

“Despite these maneuvers, the 
skipper of BRP Datu Sanday exhibited 
excellent seamanship skills and man-
aged to evade the blocking attempts,” 
said Commodore Jay Tarriela, the Fili-
pino coast guard spokesman on South 
China Sea issues. A week earlier, the 
Philippine Coast Guard said the BRP 
Datu Tamblot had a similar encounter 
in the area. Scarborough Shoal — a 

triangular chain of reefs and rocks 
— has been a flashpoint between the 
countries since China seized it from 
the Philippines in 2012.

Since then, Beijing has deployed 
patrol boats that Manila says harass 
Philippine vessels and prevent Filipino 
fishermen from accessing a fish-rich 
lagoon there. On social media, China’s 
state-run Global Times said on Satur-
day that the China Coast Guard had 
repelled the Datu Sanday “when the 
vessel illegally intruded into waters 
adjacent to China’s Huangyan Island,” 
using the Chinese name for the shoal. 
Scarborough Shoal lies 240 kilometers 
(150 miles) west of the Philippines’ 
main island of Luzon and nearly 900 
kilometers from the nearest major Chi-
nese land mass of Hainan.

China claims almost the entire sea 
and has ignored an international tri-
bunal ruling that its assertions have no 
legal basis. Tense standoffs between 
China and the Philippines around dis-
puted reefs last year saw collisions and 
Chinese ships blasting water cannon at 
Philippine boats. — AFP

This handout photo from the Philippine Coast Guard shows China Coast Guard personnel onboard a rigid-hulled inflatable boat (right) 
as they shadow a Philippine fishing boat (left) during the Philippine Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) mission to bring 
supplies to fishermen near the China-controlled Scarborough Shoal in the disputed South China Sea. — AFP

Philippine protesters 
march on anniversary 
of anti-Marcos uprising
MANILA: Hundreds of Filipino protesters marched 
through Manila on Sunday, marking the anniversary of 
the uprising that ousted Ferdinand Marcos, while vow-
ing to prevent his son from repeating the dictatorship.

Marcos Jr won the presidency in a landslide in 
2022, nearly four decades after a “People Power” up-
rising ended his late father’s 20-year rule and chased 
the clan into exile in the United States.

While Marcos Jr remains popular, his campaign 
to alter the 1987 constitution has proved divisive. 
Critics warn the effort could lead to the abolishment 
of term limits, with presidents currently allowed just 
one six-year stint in office.

“The theme of this protest is to reject Marcos’ 
charter change moves which is a move to remain (in) 
power... which is basically what happened 38 years 
ago,” said economist Rosario Guzman, 58, who told 
AFP that she had also taken part in the 1986 uprising. 
“No to Cha-Cha (charter change),” read a protest 
banner displayed behind a mock black coffin marked 
“Freedom and Democracy”.

Marcos maintains he is primarily seeking to amend 
the charter’s economic provisions to allow more for-
eign investment, and ideally create more jobs. He has 
said the political aspects, including term limits, should 
be tackled later. According to police in Manila, a few 
hundred people joined Sunday’s march, a far cry from 
the crowd that paralyzed the capital’s main avenue 
over four days in February 1986 until the military with-
drew its support for the elder Marcos. Rights groups 
say Marcos Sr’s regime jailed, tortured or killed tens 
of thousands of critics, including religious leaders, 
journalists and student activists, while corruption left 
the country impoverished.

MANILA: Supporters pose for a photo in front of the People Power Monument during the 38th anniversary of 
the “People Power” revolution in Quezon City, metro Manila on Feb 25, 2024. — AFP

At the 38th anniversary march, 21-year-old 
demonstrator Giu de Sagun said he felt like he was 
“watching history repeat itself.”

Some protesters wore shirts and hats vowing 
“never again”. At a small, official anniversary event 
in Manila, a group of government workers raised 
Philippine flags after laying a wreath in front of the 
People Power Monument. No senior government 
officials attended. Marcos Jr and his family re-
turned to the Philippines after his father’s death in 
1989, and began a remarkable political comeback. 
His presidential victory was fuelled by a massive 
online misinformation campaign that portrayed his 

father’s time in office as a golden era.
He has since won praise for pivoting away from 

his predecessor Rodrigo Duterte’s brutal drug war, 
which left thousands dead. Under the younger 
Marcos’ government, rights campaigner and vocal 
Duterte critic Leila de Lima was also freed after 
nearly seven years behind bars. “Under (Marcos Jr), 
we are given the opportunity to make use of a dem-
ocratic space in transition from the authoritarian 
regime that was Duterte’s,” she told reporters last 
week. “This is our breathing room from the seven 
years of nightmare that we thought was all over in 
1986,” she added. – AFP

Four Egyptian workers drown

GIZA, Egypt: Four Egyptian construction work-
ers died on Sunday when their boat sank in a ca-
nal near Giza, state media reported, adding that 
five others were rescued and four passengers 
were still missing. The small boat was carrying 
13 workers when it went down near the north-
ern Giza village of Nekla, around 30 kilometers 
(18 miles) northwest of the capital Cairo, state-
owned newspaper Al-Ahram said. “Rescuers 
managed to recover the bodies of four victims 
and save five others,” while efforts to find the re-
maining four passengers were ongoing, the paper 
said. The health ministry said four of the rescued 
had been transported to hospital, and three were 
later discharged. — AFP

NEWS IN BRIEF

Pope cancels audiences due to flu

VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis cancelled his 
public meetings Monday, as he had on Saturday, 
due to continued “light flu symptoms”, the Vati-
can said. The 87-year-old had however delivered 
his Angelus prayer as usual on Sunday. “Light flu 
symptoms persist, without a fever. However, this 
morning’s audiences are suspended as a precau-
tion,” the Vatican said in a statement. Saturday’s 
audiences had also been cancelled for the same 
reason. Pope Francis, who had part of a lung re-
moved in his youth, was forced to cancel a visit to 
COP28 UN climate talks in Dubai in December 
after a bout of flu-like symptoms. — AFP

Hostages released in PNG 

PORT MORESBY, Papua New Guinea: An 
Australian helicopter pilot and two local contrac-
tors kidnapped at gunpoint in Papua New Guin-
ea’s restive highlands have been freed unharmed, 
police and an aviation company spokesman said 
Monday. The trio were taken on Monday after-
noon near Mount Sisa, in central Hela Province, 
while working at a remote telecommunications 
tower, but were now free, “safe and unharmed”, 
police said. With police and the army closing in on 
the area, it appears the assailants dropped their 
demands and allowed the three men to get back in 
the chopper and fly away to safety. — AFP

Drug sharply cuts food allergens 

WASHINGTON: A drug long used to treat 
asthma can help protect people from dangerous 
— even fatal — food allergies, a study published 
Sunday in the respected New England Journal of 
Medicine found. The randomized study, funded 
partly by the National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Disease, tested the drug Xolair (chem-
ical name omalizumab) on 118 children known to 
be allergic to peanuts and at least one other food, 
like milk or eggs. The survey, carried out at 10 
US medical centers, found that after treatment 
67 percent of the children were able to tolerate 
a small amount of peanut protein without symp-
toms. Of 59 other children given a placebo, only 
7 percent were able to do so. — AFP

25 killed in Tanzania road crash

DAR ES SALAAM, Tanzania: A road crash in 
northern Tanzania has killed at least 25 people 
including several foreigners, President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan said on Sunday. The accident oc-
curred on Saturday evening when a truck driver 
lost control of his vehicle on the road linking Aru-
sha and Namanga and collided with three other 
vehicles, she said in a statement. The victims in-
cluded one girl, 10 women and 14 men. Among 
them were an American, a Kenyan, a South Afri-
can and a Kenyan national.  — AFP

Indian runaway 
train takes 
70-km journey
NEW DELHI: Indian Railways said Monday it had 
ordered an investigation after a runaway freight 
train loaded with gravel travelled 70 kilometers (43 
miles) without a driver. Around 50 carriages set off 
solo, careering from the northern state of Jammu and 
Kashmir to Punjab, before being brought to a halt by 
wooden blocks placed on the tracks on Sunday.

Japan’s Moon 
lander revives 
after lunar night
TOKYO: Japan’s Moon lander has produced an-
other surprise by waking up after the two-week lu-
nar night, the country’s space agency said Monday. 
The unmanned Smart Lander for Investigating Moon 
(SLIM) touched down last month at a wonky angle 
that left its solar panels facing the wrong way. As the 
sun’s angle shifted, it came back to life for two days 
and carried out scientific observations of a crater with 
a high-spec camera, the Japan Aerospace Exploration 
Agency (JAXA) said. It went to sleep again as dark-
ness returned and, since it was “not designed for the 
harsh lunar nights”, JAXA had been uncertain whether 
it would reawaken.

“Yesterday we sent a command, to which SLIM 
responded,” JAXA said on X, formerly Twitter, on 
Monday. “SLIM succeeded in surviving a night on 
the Moon’s surface while maintaining its communi-
cation function!”

It said that communications were “terminated 
after a short time, as it was still lunar midday and 
the temperature of the communication equipment 
was very high.”

But it added: “Preparations are being made to re-
sume operations when instrument temperatures have 
sufficiently cooled.” SLIM, dubbed the “Moon Snip-
er” for its precision landing technology, touched down 
within its target landing zone on January 20. The feat 
was a win for Japan’s space program after a string 
of recent failures, making the nation only the fifth to 
achieve a “soft landing” on the Moon, after the United 
States, the Soviet Union, China and India.

But during its descent, the craft suffered engine 
problems and ended up on its side, meaning the solar 
panels were facing west instead of up. The latest news 
comes after JAXA toasted a successful blast-off for 
its new flagship H3 rocket on February 17, making it 
third time lucky after years of delays and two previous 
failed attempts. Countries including Russia, South Ko-
rea and the United Arab Emirates are also trying their 
luck to reach the Moon. — AFP

“We have ordered an inquiry,” Northern Railways 
spokesman Deepak Kumar told AFP, adding that no 
one was hurt in the incident. The train, running at 
100 kilometers (62 miles) per hour, was captured in 
a video that went viral on social media. The incident 
happened after the train stopped at a railway station 
in Jammu for a crew change, local media reports said. 
But it began moving down a slope after the driver 
and his assistant got off.

All road crossings on the route were closed to pre-
vent accidents. The incident is the latest to hit India’s 
creaking rail network, which carries millions of pas-
sengers each day. However, India has invested huge 
sums of money to upgrade the network with modern 
stations and electronic signaling systems. — AFP

S Korea urges 
doctors to 
return to work
SEOUL: South Korea called Monday for trainee doctors 
to come back to work, warning they could face prosecution 
if they do not return to hospitals in the next three days, as 
protests over medical reforms entered a second week.

Official figures show more than 10,000 junior doctors 
- 80.5 percent of the trainee workforce - have resigned 
as part of a spiraling action against government plans to 
sharply increase medical school admissions in the face of 
shortages and a rapidly ageing society.

The mass work stoppage has resulted in cancellations 
and postponements of surgeries for cancer patients and 
C-sections for pregnant women, with the government rais-
ing its public health alert to the highest level over the fallout. 
Doctors are considered essential workers in South Korea 
and are restricted by law from striking. The government has 
repeatedly claimed the mass resignation is unlawful.

As of Monday, 9,006 trainee doctors had not shown up 
for work, and the government warned that legal action - in-
cluding prosecution and the suspension of medical licenses 
- against those on strike will soon be “inevitable”. “Please 
return to your workplaces by the end of this month, Febru-
ary 29,” Second Vice Health Minister Park Min-soo told a 
press briefing. “If you return to the hospital you left by this 

date, you will not be held responsible for the past,” he add-
ed. Those who fail to return to work will have their medical 
licenses suspended for at least three months, Park warned, 
noting that this measure would remain on their record and 
might affect the junior doctors’ future career prospects, in-
cluding overseas employment. “It is not too late, so please 
return to your patients immediately,” he said.

Hospitals across the country have struggled with a 
shortage of doctors in the past week, with local media re-
porting Monday that more doctors — including fellows and 
even fresh medical school graduates — were joining the 
protests. Seoul says it has one of the lowest doctor-to-pop-
ulation ratios among developed countries, and the govern-
ment is pushing hard to admit 2,000 more students to med-
ical schools annually, starting next year.

Doctors have voiced fierce opposition to the govern-
ment’s plan, maintaining it would hurt the quality of service. 
Proponents of the reform say doctors are mainly concerned 
the reforms could erode their salaries and social status.

Junior doctors say the reforms are the final straw in a 
profession where they already struggle with tough working 
conditions. They also argue that the over-reliance on train-
ees in the current healthcare system is not reasonable or 
fair. But polls suggest up to 75 percent of the South Korean 
public supports the increase in medical school admissions, 
with those living in remote areas struggling to access qual-
ity health care. An editorial carried by the country’s Chosun 
Ilbo newspaper said a “significant increase” in the number 
of medical school students was “inevitable”, adding the 
issue should be resolved through dialogue. “Doctors will 
know better than anyone else the reality of a shortage of 
medics,” it said. — AFP



NEW DELHI: India’s Reliance Industries has 
signed a “binding pact” for a merger deal with 
Walt Disney’s local unit, Bloomberg News re-
ported Monday, a major shakeup for the country’s 
multi-billion dollar entertainment industry. India’s 
entertainment market is already one of the world’s 
biggest, with the expected merger set to create a 
vast and powerful entertainment giant.

The report of the deal comes as billionaire ty-
coon Mukesh Ambani, chairman of oil-to-telecoms 
giant Reliance Industries, readies to host Disney 
chief Robert Iger on March 1 for his son’s wedding 
in India’s western Gujarat state.

Bloomberg said the deal is expected to see the 
media unit of Reliance and its affiliates hold at least 
a 61-percent stake in the merged entity, with Dis-
ney holding the rest.

There was no immediate response from either 
Disney or Reliance. Disney has been under signifi-
cant pressure ever since Iger left the company only 
to be brought out of semi-retirement more than 
a year ago when his successor underperformed. 
Ambani, 66, is the world’s 10th-richest person ac-
cording to the Forbes real-time billionaires list. He 
has invited a guest list of powerful businessmen 
and politicians to celebrate the wedding of his son 
Anant Ambani and Radhika Merchant, the daughter 
of an industrialist, from March 1-3.

Broadcaster CNBC-TV18, partially owned by 
Reliance, said Ambani’s guest list included Meta 
head Mark Zuckerberg, Microsoft founder Bill 
Gates and Adobe CEO Shantanu Narayen, along 
with investment and banking chiefs, plus Bolly-
wood and cricket stars. Other guests include Ivanka 

Trump, the former US president’s daughter, as well 
as ex-Swedish prime minister Carl Bildt, former 
Canadian prime minister Stephen Harper and the 
King of Bhutan. Last month a proposed $10 billion 
merger between India’s Zee Entertainment and the 
local unit of Japanese giant Sony was called off, re-
portedly because of disagreements over who would 
lead the new entity. — AFP

DOHA: Qatar on Sunday announced new plans to 
expand output from the world’s biggest natural gas 
field, saying it will boost capacity to 142 million tons 
per year before 2030. The new North Field expan-
sion, named “North Field West”, will add a further 
16 million tons of liquefied natural gas (LNG) per 
year to existing expansion plans, Qatari Energy 
Minister Saad Al-Kaabi said at a press conference.

“Recent studies have shown that the North Field 
contains huge additional gas quantities estimated 
at 240 trillion cubic feet, which raises the state of 
Qatar’s gas reserves from 1,760 (trillion) to more 
than 2,000 trillion cubic feet,” said Kaabi, who also 
heads the state-owned QatarEnergy firm.

These results “will 
enable us to begin de-
veloping a new LNG 
project from the North 
Field’s western sector 
with a production ca-
pacity of about 16 mil-
lion tons per annum,” he 
said. This will bring Qa-
tar’s production capac-
ity to 142 million tons 
once “the new expansion 
is completed before the 
end of this decade”—a 
nearly 85 percent rise 
from current production 
levels, Kaabi added.

The QatarEnergy chief said the firm will “im-
mediately commence” with engineering works to 
ensure the expansion is completed on time. Qatar 
is one of the world’s top LNG producers along-
side the United States, Australia and Russia. Asian 
countries led by China, Japan and South Korea 
have been the main market for Qatari gas, but 
demand has also grown from European countries 
since Russia’s war on Ukraine threw supplies into 
doubt. The latest expansion plans follow a flurry 
of announcements for long-term Qatari gas sup-
ply deals. Earlier this month, Qatar said it would 
supply 7.5 million tonnes of LNG per year for 20 
years to India’s Petronet, with the first deliveries 
expected from May 2028.

And at the end of January, QatarEnergy an-
nounced a deal with US-based Excelerate Energy 
to supply Bangladesh with 1.5 million tons of LNG 
per year for 15 years. Last year, Qatar inked LNG 
deals with China’s Sinopec, France’s Total, Brit-
ain’s Shell and Italy’s Eni. — AFP

ABU DHABI: The World Trade Organization pushed 
for reform at a high-level ministerial meeting in Abu 
Dhabi Monday, warning that economic headwinds 
and geopolitical tensions are threatening glob-
al commerce and multilateral trading systems. The 
WTO’s 13th ministerial conference (MC13), sched-
uled to run until Thursday in Abu Dhabi, the capital 
of the United Arab Emirates, is the first in two years.

The WTO is hoping for progress, particularly on 
fishing, agriculture and electronic commerce. But big 
deals are unlikely as the body’s rules require full con-
sensus among all 164 member states—a tall order 
in the current climate. Speaking on the first day of 
MC13, WTO Director-General Ngozi Okonjo-Iwea-
la said that “multilateralism is under attack from all 
sides,” highlighting a need to “reform the multilateral 
trading system” and boost international cooperation.

“Looking around, uncertainty and instability are 
everywhere,” the WTO chief said, adding that the 
world is in an “even tougher place today” compared 
to two years ago when WTO trade ministers last met. 
Okonjo-Iweala did not name countries, but tensions 
have risen between the West and Russia and China 
in recent years. The war in Gaza and related attacks 
by Yemeni rebels on ships in the Red Sea have added 
to the challenges.

Reiterating warnings that signs of “fragmentation” 
are appearing in the global economy, Okonjo-Iweala 
said trade volumes for 2023 likely fell below the WTO’s 
October forecast. Trade volumes may also not reach 
WTO’s growth estimates for this year, she warned.

Her push for reform was echoed by UAE Minis-
ter of State for Foreign Trade, Thani bin Ahmed Al 
Zeyoudi, who said he hoped MC13 would serve as a 
“launch pad” for necessary reforms.

“The world has changed. And institutions like the 
WTO need to evolve too,” European Trade Commis-
sioner Valdis Dombrovskis said on Monday, adding 
that “geopolitical tensions are on the rise. We are 
faced with crises wherever we look.”

During the WTO’s last ministerial meeting, held 
at its Geneva headquarters in June 2022, trade min-
isters nailed down a historic deal banning fisheries 
subsidies harmful to marine life and agreed to a 
temporary patent waiver for COVID-19 vaccines. 
They also committed themselves to re-establish-
ing a dispute settlement system which Washington 
had brought to a grinding halt in 2019 after years 
of blocking the appointment of new judges to the 

WTO’s appeals court.
“Our challenge this week is to... demonstrate that 

MC12 wasn’t a one-off miracle,” Okonjo-Iweala said. 
“I have seen the US engage more and I have to say 
they have been quite constructive,” she told a press 
conference, dismissing claims of an American leader-
ship vacuum. 

The WTO faces pressure to eke out progress on 
reform in Abu Dhabi ahead of the possible re-elec-
tion of Donald Trump as US president. During his four 
years in office from 2017 to 2021, Trump threatened 
to pull the United States out of the trade body and 
disrupted its ability to settle disputes.

“There will be the US elections in November... so 
this is the last chance,” a diplomatic source in Gene-
va told AFP on condition of anonymity. On Monday, 
US Trade Representative Katherine Tai said “reform 
is squarely on the agenda for this week.” — AFP
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Burgan Bank wins elite JP Morgan’s 
Quality Recognition Award for 2023

Award cements bank’s leading position within Kuwaiti banking sector

KUWAIT: Burgan Bank announced receiving the 
coveted ‘Quality Recognition Award’ for the year 
2023 from JP Morgan Chase N A in recognition of 
its consistently high-quality performance. The award 
acknowledges the advanced standards maintained 
by the bank across the complete range of clients’ US 
dollar funds transfer operations by the management 
and staff.

Burgan Bank received the award in light of 
achieving 99.92 percent straight-through processing 
(STP) in the MT103 category and 99.99 percent in 
the MT202 category of payments, which entitles the 
bank to the ‘Elite Quality Recognition Award’ in both 
categories. Highlighting the best-in-class STP rates, 
Burgan was among a few banks across the MENA 
region to receive the Elite category of the award for 
both its customer and bank-to-bank transfers.

Commenting on the Bank’s accomplishment, Mo-

hammad Al-Zayed, General Manager – Operations 
at Burgan Bank, said: “As the only Bank in Kuwait to 
have won the J P Morgan Chase Quality Recognition 
Award consecutively during the period 2001-2023, 
we are proud of the legacy that Burgan continues 
to build over the years. This prestigious award tes-
tifies to the Bank’s commitment to offering premium 
quality, efficiency, and reliability to its customers and 
stakeholders, which further cements its leading role 
in Kuwait’s banking sector.”

Al-Zayed added that the JP Morgan Chase 
awards reflect Burgan Bank’s steadfast adherence 
to its new vision for being the most modern and 
progressive bank in Kuwait, whilst being driven by 
the bank’s employees, customers, and community 
to deliver the best-in-class products and services 
that cater to the customers’ requirements and as-
pirations. Divided into two groups, the 2023 Qual-

ity Recognition Awards 
are each designated by 
a SWIFT message type 
(MT) within which the 
awards are presented to 
those who achieve op-
timal performance. The 
MT103 awards are based 
on a minimum of $10,000 
MT103 debit transac-
tions, wherein the Qual-
ity Recognition Award 
applies to 90 percent to 
98.9 percent STP Rates. 

Meanwhile, the Elite Quality Recognition Award is 
applied to 99.0 percent and higher STP Rates. The 
MT202 awards are based on a minimum of $8,000 
MT202 debit transactions, which constitutes the 

Quality Recognition Award from 98 percent to 99.69 
percent STP Rates. This is followed by the Elite 
Quality Recognition Award, which applies to 99.7 
percent STP Rate and higher.

It is worth noting that Burgan received multiple 
awards in 2023, underscoring the bank’s commit-
ment to excellence and its outstanding performance 
on multiple fronts. Among these accolades, Burgan 
Bank was celebrated as the first bank in Kuwait to be 
a certified Great Place to Work, in addition to receiv-
ing the Brandon Hall Human Capital Management 
(HCM) Excellence Silver Award for its outstanding 
application in the “Learning and Development – 
Learning in the Flow of Work” category, as well as 
the GCC Excellence Award in the Recruitment and 
Development of Nationals from the Council of Min-
isters of Labor and Council of Ministers of Social 
Affairs in the GCC States Executive Bureau.

Mohammad Al-Zayed

KUWAIT: Burgan Bank receives the coveted ‘Quality Recognition Award’ for the year 2023 from JP Morgan Chase in recognition of its consistently high-quality performance.

Multilateralism 
‘under attack’, 
warns WTO

ABU DHABI: Delegates take a group picture during a session on fisheries subsidies during the 13th WTO 
Ministerial Conference in Abu Dhabi of Feb 26, 2024. — AFP

Qatar to boost gas 
output with new 
field expansion

Saad Al-Kaabi

Disney, India’s 
Reliance agree 
merger deal



Egypt Kuwait Holding achieves net profits 
of $179m; total revenue $801m for 2023

Board of Directors recommends cash dividend of 6 cents per share for 2023
KUWAIT: Egypt Kuwait Holding (EKH) 
closed FY2023 with revenues of $801 million, 
surpassing pre-Ukraine war historical aver-
ages. Profitability remained robust in FY23, 
with gross profit reaching $358 million and 
a 45 percent margin, well above historical 
averages. EBITDA recorded $359 million, 
implying an EBITDA margin of 45 percent, 
EKH closed the year with a net profit margin 
returning to normalized levels at 27 percent. 
Attributable net income for the year amount-
ed to at $179 million.

On a quarterly basis, EKH reported rev-
enues of 213 million, marking a 6 percent 
increase over the previous quarter. This 
growth was propelled by a 26 percent in-
crease in NatEnergy’s revenues, translated 
into USD, and an improvement in urea prices 
at AlexFert compared to the lows observed 
in 1H23. Profitability remained resilient, end-
ing the quarter with a 43 percent gross profit 
margin. EBITDA for the quarter reached 95 
million in 4Q23, reflecting an EBITDA mar-
gin of 45 percent, aligning with historical 
averages. EKH’s net income for the quarter 
demonstrated resilience, standing at 50 mil-
lion in 4Q23, with a net income margin of 23 
percent, consistent with the 24 percent re-
corded in 3Q23. Attributable net income for 
4Q23 totaled $43 million in 4Q23, exhibiting 
an 18 percent increase quarter-on-quarter 
from the $36 million reported in 3Q23.

Commenting on the Group’s performance, 
EKH Chairman Loay Jassim Al-Kharafi said: 
“In the face of formidable global challeng-
es, I am pleased to announce that EKH has 
demonstrated remarkable resilience and 
strong performance throughout 2023. This 

success is further bolstered by solid profit-
ability metrics, including a strong gross profit 
margin and EBITDA, which have contributed 
to impressive revenues for the year. Addition-
ally, this achievement has led to an increased 
attributable net income for our shareholders.”

In 2023, EKH strategically invested over 
$250 million, reinforcing our commitment 
to sustained growth and diversification. Our 
initiatives included bolstering our product 
and service portfolio, pursuing opportunities 
in new markets, and enhancing vertical inte-
gration. Additionally, we increased our stake 
in AlexFert to boost export sales and secure 
higher USD-denominated revenues.

As we reflect on our accomplishments in 
2023, I wish to express sincere gratitude to 
Sherif El Zayat, our outgoing CEO, who has 
been an integral part of our success over the 
years. We wish him the best of luck in his fu-
ture endeavors. I also wish to welcome Jon 

Rokk as our new CEO, who was meticulously 
selected for his distinguished leadership roles 
in various multinational companies across Eu-
rope, the Middle East, and North Africa. With 
expertise spanning multiple sectors, including 
oil & gas, petrochemicals, infrastructure, and 
nuclear power, Jon aligns seamlessly with the 
diverse business areas of EKH and our am-
bitions for expansion and growth. Under his 
leadership, we are confident that EKH will 
continue to thrive and reach new heights.

Looking forward, our strategy emphasiz-
es integration, diversification, and resilience. 
Specifically, our focus is on expanding ex-
ports, enhancing foreign currency streams, 
and growing our regional presence to drive 
growth and add resilience to our business, 
aligning with our long-term strategy for sus-
tainability and enhanced shareholder returns. 

In line with our commitment, we are 
pleased to propose a dividend distribution 

of USD six cents per share to our esteemed 
shareholders at the upcoming general assem-
bly, supported by our robust operational per-
formance, healthy cash flows, and a resilient 
balance sheet,” Al-Kharafi said.

On the Fertilizers front, EKH doubled for-
mica sheets production, inaugurated a new 
SNF factory, and launched a state-of-the-art 
sulfuric acid facility, contributing to feedstock 
for the Group’s portfolio products. At AlexFert, 
EKH increased ownership to over 75 percent, 
enhancing USD-denominated revenues.

In the Energy and Energy-Related Seg-
ment, NatEnergy’s subsidiaries expanded in-
stallations, connecting over two million house-
holds. Meanwhile, at Kahraba, NatEnergy’s 
power distribution and generation subsidiary, 
the company’s successive investments over 
the years have increased power generation 
capacity to 135 MW, while on the distribution 
front, capacity has already passed 350 MW 

as of 2024, with plans for further expansion to 
645 MW by 2030.

At ONS, the company’s strategic plan to 
optimize reserve management, extend well-
life, and enhance production efficiency has 
borne fruit. ONS expanded the concession 
area by 140 km2, totaling 440 km2. With a 
USD 70 million capex for Phase-3B (2023 to 
Q1 2024), two new wells (ATON1 + KSE2) 
have been drilled in the new extension area 
using WH platforms, ensuring the continua-
tion of the company’s operational success.

Finally, the significant contributions of Del-
ta Insurance and Mohandes Insurance teams 
have played a pivotal role in ensuring the re-
silient performance of the companies amidst a 
challenging operating environment. Addition-
ally, EKH’s microfinance subsidiary, Bedyati, 
consistently maintained a robust bottom line.

Furthermore, the management is pleased 
to highlight the upcoming commencement 
of operations at the Nile Wood production 
facility in 2024, a joint venture with Homann 
Holzwerkstoffe GmbH that enhances the 
group’s strategic positioning.

EKH CEO Jon Rokk

• The group has invested over $250 million in enhancing our products 
and services while seizing promising opportunities in the market.

• We have successfully expanded our operational capacities, maintain-
ing strong profitability rates, and enhancing the performance of all 
subsidiaries.

• Our focus remains on diversifying income sources by ramping up ex-
ports and bolstering cash flows in foreign currencies.

EKH Chairman 
Loay Jassim Al-Kharafi



DUBLIN: Ryanair chief executive Michael 
O’Leary has blasted the “debacle” at US manu-
facturer Boeing, and said that the low-cost carri-
er will seek compensation for flight cancellations 
caused by quality problems and production de-
lays. Speaking to reporters at the airline’s Dublin 
headquarters on Friday, O’Leary said a recent inci-
dent at Boeing, when a door blew out from a plane, 
has led to production delays that are affecting de-
liveries to airlines, including Ryanair.

In early January, a door blew out from the 
cabin of a Boeing 737 MAX 9 during an Alas-
ka Airlines flight. The incident resulted in only a 
few minor injuries. The US authority the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) subsequently sus-
pended flights of 171 from 218 737 MAX 9 aircraft 
already delivered. A preliminary report by the US 
Transportation Safety Agency (NTSB) concluded 
that four bolts that were supposed to block the 
door were missing.

The Ryanair head said the firm expects to re-
ceive “modest compensation” from Boeing. Its 
contracts with Boeing take into account “excus-
able delays” said O’Leary, but “if you’re drilling 
the holes in the wrong places, and then you are 
delaying the delivery... it’s inexcusable.” —AFP
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Gulf Bank holds panel discussion on women’s 
empowerment, professional skill development

With participation of the Chair of ‘European Women on Boards’ and EU Ambassador

KUWAIT: As part of its continuous efforts towards 
women’s empowerment and promoting diversity and 
inclusion policies, Gulf Bank organized a podcast 
as part of the “Lead the Way” program titled “Own 
Your Career” for female executives at the bank. The 
podcast guest speaker was Hedwige Nuyens, Head 
of the International Banking Federation and Chair of 
the European Women on Boards, a non-for-profit 
organization that supports women’s empowerment 
and gender diversity in corporate boards. The pod-
cast was moderated by May Al-Owaish, Chief Data 
and Innovation Officer at Gulf Bank, and hosted by 
Dalal Al-Dosari, Deputy General Manager of Inves-
tor Relations at Gulf Bank. Anne Karien, the Ambas-
sador of the European Union Delegation to Kuwait, 
also participated in the event, appreciating Gulf 
Bank’s role in supporting and empowering women in 
leadership. This podcast marks the first collaboration 
between the Kuwaiti private sector and the Europe-
an Union Delegation to Kuwait.

The discussion covered various topics, including 
women’s empowerment, leadership, sustainability, 
increasing female participation in the financial sec-
tor, and ways to achieve greater diversity in senior 
leadership positions in companies and banks. 

The guest speaker shared her significant experi-
ences in promoting women’s empowerment and sus-
tainable leadership in the European Union countries, 
and the best global practices implemented in this 
context, commending Gulf Bank’s achievements in 
empowering women

On this occasion, Salma Al-Hajjaj, General Man-

ager of Human Resources at Gulf Bank, said: “As we 
continue our journey towards enhancing diversity, 
inclusion, and women’s leadership, we are honored 
at Gulf Bank to have Nuyens as a guest speaker on 
the ‘Lead the Way’ podcast under the title: ‘Own 
Your Career,’ where Nuyens shared her significant 
experiences with our potential women leaders at the 
Bank. We are a firm believer in the power of sharing 
inspiring stories to derive the future for women em-
powerment in Kuwait.  At Gulf Bank, we remain ded-
icated to fostering diversity within our workforce, 
particularly in support of women’s leadership at the 
executive management and C-suite.” 

She added: “We are also honored by the visit 
of Anne Karien, the Ambassador of the European 
Union Delegation to Kuwait, where she shared with 
us her valuable insights about the European Union’s 
efforts in promoting gender equality.”

It is worth mentioning that Gulf Bank hosted a 

networking lunch for the founding members of the 
Kuwait Women Economic Empowerment Platform 
(KWEEP), welcoming Anne Karien, the Ambassa-
dor of the European Union Delegation to Kuwait 
and Hedwige Nuyens. During the lunch, members 
exchanged experiences on various aspects related 
to women’s empowerment in the private sector and 
how to create an inclusive and diverse working en-
vironment. Al-Hajjaj stated: “The networking lunch 
created a great opportunity to exchange experienc-
es and explore opportunities on various aspects re-
lated to women’s empowerment in the private sector 
and creating an inclusive and diverse professional 
landscape in Kuwait.”

As part of the series of events organized by the 
European Union Delegation to Kuwait recently 
aimed at exchanging best experiences and practic-
es on increasing women’s participation in executive 
leadership positions in the private sector, a num-

ber of female leaders from Gulf Bank participated 
in a special mentoring workshop organized by the 
European Union Delegation to Kuwait for a group 
of Kuwaiti women leaders from various sectors to 
discuss the tools and knowledge necessary to excel 
in their professional careers, overcome challenges, 
and achieve their potential. Commenting on Gulf 
Banks female leaders’ participation in the work-
shop, Al-Hajjaj said: “At Gulf Bank, we are keen to 
select and provide the best training opportunities 
for our workforce, especially in refining leadership 
skills and professional development in various man-
agerial and technical fields to enhance the capabil-
ities of our employees.”

Gulf Bank’s vision is to be the leading Kuwaiti 
Bank of the Future. The bank is constantly engag-
ing and empowering its employees as part of an in-
clusive and diversified workplace in recognition of 
every employee’s role in delivering customer excel-
lence and serving the community at large. With its 
extensive network of branches and innovative digital 
services, Gulf Bank is able to give its customers the 
choice of how and where to conduct their banking 
transactions, all while ensuring a simple and seam-
less banking experience.

Gulf Bank is committed to maintaining robust de-
velopments in sustainability at environmental, social 
and governance levels through diverse sustainability 
initiatives, strategically selected to benefit the Bank 
both internally and externally. Gulf Bank supports 
Kuwait Vision 2035 “New Kuwait” and works with 
various parties to achieve it.

A group photo of Gulf Bank leaders and employees with the guests after the panel discussion. Gulf Bank executive management officials with Anne Koistinen and Hedwig Nuyens following the working lunch.

Ryanair boss seeks 
Boeing compensation 
over delivery delays

GENEVA: The WTO, which launches its 13th min-
isterial meeting Monday, regulates large swathes 
of global trade but is handicapped by a rule re-
quiring full consensus and a dispute settlement 
system crippled by the United States.

The World Trade Organization, which will hold 
its two-yearly ministerial conference in Abu Dhabi 
until February 29, is the only international orga-
nization that deals with the rules governing trade 
between countries. But as the organization itself 
acknowledges on its website, it “is not Superman, 
just in case anyone thought it could solve—or 
cause—all the world’s problems!”

The WTO was created on January 1, 1995, but is 
based on a trading system established nearly half 
a century earlier, in 1948, with its predecessor the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade.

The GATT was part of a framework of inter-
national organizations created after World War II 
to discourage policies such as protectionism that 
were considered to have aggravated the Great 
Depression of the 1930s.

The WTO was formed at the end of the eighth 
round of GATT trade liberalization negotiations, 
known as the Uruguay Round, which stretched 
from 1986 to 1994. Whereas the GATT mainly 
dealt with trade in goods, the WTO and its agree-
ments now also cover trade in services, inventions, 
creations and designs.

“The system’s overriding purpose is to help 

trade flow as freely as possible—so long as 
there are no undesirable side-effects—because 
this is important for economic development and 
well-being,” the WTO says. But some accuse the 
organization of becoming too bulky, a massive 
bureaucratic machine. With a budget of nearly 
205 million Swiss francs ($234 million) this year, 
it employs about 600 people at its Geneva head-
quarters, including an army of lawyers, econo-
mists and statisticians. The WTO’s 164 member 
states call the shots.

And making decisions is no easy feat: any 
agreement requires full consensus, meaning every 
member holds veto power. Around three-quarters 
of the WTO’s members are considered develop-
ing or among the least-developed countries, which 
benefit from more flexibility in the way trade rules 
are applied. All large economies are members, but 
around 20 countries are currently on a waiting list 
to join, including Iran, Algeria, Serbia and Iraq.

The accession process can take years, as it 
entails long negotiations with all WTO members, 
which each have the power to block a country 
from joining. East Timor and the Comoros are ex-
pected to join the WTO soon, in the least-devel-
oped countries category. Their membership bids 
will be formally presented in Abu Dhabi. The WTO 
is a forum where governments negotiate multilat-
eral trade deals affecting all member states.

But amid the difficulty of obtaining full 
consensus, more and more plurilateral agree-
ments—deals with a narrower number of signa-
tories—are being reached, applying only to the 
participating countries.

This is the case for instance with an important 
agreement offering exemptions from customs du-

ties on electronic transactions.
Once painstakingly agreed, the international 

trade rules often require interpretation, with the 
WTO serving as an arbitrator in disputes.

Countries of any size can file complaints with 
the WTO’s Dispute Settlement Body over alleged 
trade rules violations, and it is not uncommon for 
the world’s biggest economies to be tripped up in 
disputes filed by smaller ones.

But the system is in disarray since Washington 
brought its appeals court to a screeching halt in 
late 2019 after years of blocking the appointment 
of new judges. — AFP

ABU DHABI: Director-General of the World Trade Orga-
nization (WTO) Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala and Saudi Minis-
ter of Commerce and Investment Majid Al-Qasabi pose 
for a picture during the 13th WTO Ministerial Confer-
ence in Abu Dhabi of Feb 26, 2024. — AFP

Denmark closes 
Nord Stream 
sabotage probe
COPENHAGEN: Danish police said Monday that 
they were closing their investigation into the 2022 
sabotage of the Nord Stream gas pipelines linking 
Russia and Germany, a move dubbed “close to ab-
surd” by the Kremlin. Neighboring Sweden closed 
its investigation in early February citing a lack of ju-
risdiction, meaning only Germany now has an ongo-
ing investigation into the leaks.

“Based on the investigation, the authorities can 
conclude that the sabotage of the pipelines was in-
tentional,” Copenhagen police said in a statement. 
“At the same time, it is also assessed that there is not 
the necessary basis for pursuing a criminal case in 
Denmark,” it said.

Different theories about who is responsible for 
the sabotage have emerged—pointing the finger at 
Ukraine, Russia or the United States. All have denied 
involvement. Four large gas leaks were discovered 
on Nord Stream’s two pipelines off the Danish is-
land of Bornholm in September 2022, with seismic 

institutes recording two underwater explosions just 
before. The pipelines had been at the centre of geo-
political tensions as Russia cut gas supplies to Eu-
rope in suspected retaliation for Western sanctions 
over Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine. While the leaks 
were in international waters, two were in Denmark’s 
exclusive economic zone and two in Sweden’s. The 
pipelines were not in operation when the leaks oc-
curred, but they still contained gas which spewed up 
through the water and into the atmosphere.

Russian energy giant Gazprom holds a majority 
stake in the twin pipelines, with the rest owned by 
German, Dutch and French companies. Denmark, 
Sweden and Germany have kept a tight lid on their 
investigations, which analysts have said was because 
of the potential diplomatic fallout of what they might 
uncover. The decision to close the Danish investiga-
tion was immediately criticised by Russia.

“The situation is close to absurd. On the one hand, 
they recognise that a deliberate sabotage took place, 
but on the other hand they are not moving forward,” 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told journalists. 
Peskov had previously described the Swedish deci-
sion to close its probe as “remarkable.”

Copenhagen police said that the investiga-
tion—which had been carried out together with 
Denmark’s intelligence service PET—had been 
“complicated and extensive.”

It added that it was not in a position to “provide 
further comments” in the case. When the Swedish 
probe was closed, the country’s Prosecution Author-
ity said its primary purpose had been to establish 
whether Swedish citizens were involved and whether 

Swedish territory had been used to carry out the act. 
The authority said nothing had emerged to indicate 
this. Mats Ljungqvist, the Swedish prosecutor lead-
ing the probe, had previously said the “primary as-
sumption is that a state is behind it”. — AFP

Salma Al-Hajjaj
• We remain dedicated to fostering diversity within our workforce, 
particularly in support of women’s leadership at the executive man-
agement and C-suite.
• At Gulf Bank, we are keen to select and provide the best training op-
portunities for our workforce, especially in refining leadership skills 
and professional development in various managerial and technical 
fields to enhance the capabilities of our employees

WTO: The sick man 
of global trade?
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NBK-Egypt reports EGP 4.021bn
(KD 41.4m) in net profit in FY 2023

Bank sets a remarkable growth record of 120%

KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait - Egypt 
(NBK-Egypt) has announced net profits of EGP 
4.021 billion (Equivalent to KD 41.4 million) for the 
financial year 2023, a significant increase from the 
EGP 1.826 billion (equivalent to KD 30.7 million) 
reported in 2022, showcasing an impressive annu-
al growth rate of 120.21 percent.

Net operating income stood at EGP 8.66 billion, 
recording a substantial increase of 87.04 percent 
from the EGP 4.63 billion recorded in 2022. In the 
meantime, net interest income jumped by 82.51 per-
cent, reaching EGP 6.99 billion compared to EGP 
3.83 billion in 2022.

On the other hand, net operating income (exclud-
ing interests) increased to EGP 1.67 billion in 2023, 
compared to EGP 0.8 billion in 2022, up by 108.75 
percent, while cost to net operating income dropped 
from 37.14 percent in 2022 to 28.02 percent in 2023.

Total assets reached EGP 130.61 billion in 2023, up 
by 24.22 percent compared to the year-end balance 
of EGP 105.14 billion in 2022. Furthermore, the net 
balance of loans and credit facilities expanded to EGP 
76.06 billion 2023, reflecting a growth rate of 38.42 
percent compared to EGP 54.95 billion recorded at 
the end of 2022. Moreover, customer deposits con-
tinued to grow, rising by 25.42 percent to reach EGP 
105.93 billion in 2023, compared to EGP 84.46 billion 
by the end of 2022.

The return on average assets (ROAA) surged from 
2 percent at the end of 2022 to 3.4 percent at the end 
of 2023, while the return on average equity (ROAE) 
increased from 16.9 percent at the end of 2022 to 30.7 
percent by the end of 2023.

Commenting on the financial results announced 
by NBK-Egypt, Shaikha Al-Bahar, Deputy Group 
Chief Executive Officer, National Bank of Kuwait, and 
Chairman of NBK-Egypt, said: “In 2023, NBK-Egypt 
achieved its highest annual profits to date, accompa-
nied by record growth rates. This success is credited 

to a strong operational performance, highlighting the 
resilience of our financial position and the flexibility of 
our business model, which allows for profit generation 
despite operational challenges.

“At NBK-Egypt, our objective is to enhance bank-
ing transactions and elevate their quality to meet 
growing market demand. We pursue this goal by fo-
cusing on the advancement of our digital services, le-
veraging the expertise and excellence of the Group in 
this domain. Additionally, we aim to expand our loan 
portfolio for SMEs, broaden the scope of our opera-
tions, and diversify them to encompass a wider geo-
graphical reach and cater to various customer seg-
ments,” Al-Bahar added.

Al-Bahar emphasized that Egypt stands as one of 
the key strategic markets for fostering the Group’s 
business growth, consistently regarded as the second 
domestic market. Being the largest Kuwaiti invest-
ment in Egypt, the bank holds a significant presence 
in the Egyptian banking sector, evident in its rapid 
growth trajectory and strong financial performance. 
The Bank’s positive momentum underscores its com-
mitment to expanding further and strengthening its 
market position.

Al-Bahar also highlighted that the Group perceives 
the Egyptian market as a strategic long-term invest-
ment. Given that the Egyptian economy ranks among 
the largest in the region, it holds substantial growth 
potential once it regains momentum.

She further emphasized that Egypt represents a 
significant growth market, and that the Bank is com-
mitted to its continuous expansion. The operations in 
Egypt continue to be among the most profitable with-
in the Group, boasting the highest rates of return on 
shareholders’ equity and assets.

“As geopolitical tensions in the region subside, 
economic recovery efforts will receive a significant 
boost. By restoring confidence in the economy and 
currency, substantial opportunities will emerge. We 

maintain an optimistic outlook on future prospects, 
buoyed by the momentum generated from the Egyp-
tian government and the Central Bank of Egypt’s re-
form and exceptional measures,” Al-Bahar confirmed.

Meanwhile, Vice Chairman, CEO, and Managing 
Director of National Bank of Kuwait-Egypt, Yasser 
El-Tayeb, said: “The robust financial results and key 
indicators serve as the most compelling evidence, 
showcasing the bank’s capacity to maintain growth 
and attain favorable business outcomes throughout 
2023, notwithstanding the unprecedented challenges 
faced both locally and globally. These challenges in-
clude the aftermath of the Russian-Ukrainian conflict, 
the Gaza war, import crises, and fluctuations in the 
foreign exchange rate against the Egyptian pound”.

El-Tayeb emphasized that NBK-Egypt maintains 
a well-balanced distribution of revenues across di-
verse business activities. This strategic approach 
is coupled with efficient operational rates and risk 
ratios, aligning with the dual objectives of achieving 
growth and ensuring business sustainability. Credit 
for this success is attributed to the bank’s prudent 
policies and a sound business model, demonstrating 
its capability to meet customer needs.

El-Tayeb further explained that the majority of 
NBK’s income sources in Egypt are derived from 
credit operations in both the corporate sector and 
the rapidly expanding retail banking sector. The 
latter has notably increased in prominence, par-
ticularly in recent years, with a very diversified 
credit portfolio including a wide range of business-
es across various sectors ranging from large scale 
corporations to SMEs. Meanwhile, the retail bank-
ing portfolio is also well diversified. This solid posi-
tion reflects the Bank’s strength and the diversity of 
its revenue streams. He also highlighted that going 
forward, NBK-Egypt strives to further strengthen 
its position in retail banking by offering innovative 
services and products to its retail customers, in ad-

dition to continuing the horizontal growth plan by 
inaugurating new branches covering key locations 
throughout the Egyptian market.

El-Tayeb also emphasized the Bank’s firm belief in 
the pivotal role of technological advancements and 
electronic channels within the banking sector. Rec-
ognizing their significance in bolstering competitive 
advantages among banks, we, at NBK-Egypt have 
prioritized a robust expansion of our electronic bank-
ing services, making substantial investments in this 
area. Our ultimate goal is to provide customers with 
an exceptional banking experience, offering a unique 
facility that enables them to conduct the majority of 
their banking transactions conveniently, anywhere, 
anytime. Furthermore, we aim to encourage custom-
ers to utilize electronic means and channels for pay-
ments, aligning with the broader policy objectives of 
the state and the Central Bank of Egypt in this regard.

Furthermore, El-Tayeb highlighted NBK-Egypt’s 
commitment to align its strategies with the global 
movement towards sustainable finance and the tran-
sition to a green economy. The Bank aims to actively 
support environmentally-friendly projects that pro-
mote sustainability and the utilization of renewable 
energy sources to mitigate climate change, since 
sustainable financing has emerged as a fundamen-
tal mechanism and an instrument for facilitating and 
maintaining enduring financial stability.

In terms of the bank’s social responsibility, El-
Tayeb highlighted that since NBK Group entered 
the Egyptian market in 2007, NBK-Egypt has re-
mained dedicated to serving the Egyptian commu-
nity. This commitment is demonstrated through the 
support, donations, and contributions extended to 
numerous charitable organizations. Additionally, 
the Bank actively collaborates with reputable civil 
society institutions, establishing partnerships aimed 
at becoming the operational arm of the Bank’s de-
velopment initiatives.

Shaikha Al-Bahar

In 2023, we achieved our highest historical profits driven by robust 
operational performance across our business segments. 

NBK-Egypt stands as one of the fastest-growing banks, with a sig-
nificant presence in the Egyptian market. 

All financial indicators validate our trajectory towards expanding 
further and strengthening our market share. 

Yasser El-Tayeb 

Once again, NBK-Egypt maintains its robust performance, achiev-
ing remarkable growth rates across all financial indicators. 

We are committed to strengthening our presence, not only in the 
corporate sector but also in the retail banking segment. 

NBK-Egypt is actively advancing its electronic services and em-
bracing digital transformation initiatives.

Thousands protest as 
hunger grows amid 
Argentine austerity
BUENOS AIRES: Thousands protested across Ar-
gentina on Friday to demand food aid for the poor 
as soaring inflation and President Javier Milei’s harsh 
austerity measures take their toll. Since he took of-
fice in December, Milei has slashed public spending, 
winning the approval of the International Monetary 
Fund and securing a budget surplus for the first time 
in 12 years in a country whose previous governments 
oversaw rampant inflation and multiple fiscal crises.

However, annual inflation has still risen to 254 
percent, the price of bus tickets has more than tri-
pled, and the government has frozen crucial aid to 
soup kitchens that have ever more mouths to feed. 
“In a little more than two months, this government 
has generated a very critical situation of poverty,” 
Alejandro Gramajo of the UTEP union told AFP.

“No to the increase in transport costs,” protesters 
chanted, along with cries of “Hunger doesn’t wait” 
and “Pots are empty, pockets are too.”

Argentina’s 38,000 meal centers, which provide a 
hot plate of food to those in need, received their last 
batch of government-provided supplies in Novem-
ber before Milei - a libertarian and self-described 
“anarcho-capitalist” - was inaugurated.

Milei’s government says it plans to audit the needs 
of each individual soup kitchen and put in place a 
system of direct aid, aiming to exclude intermediar-
ies such as social movements he describes as “pov-
erty managers.”

“There is no money,” said Milei when he took 
office, vowing to put an end to “decades of deca-
dence” by his overspending predecessors, whose 
governance was marked by repeated inflationary 
crises and debt. The 53-year-old leader devalued 
the peso by over 50 percent, cut tens of thousands 
of public jobs and halved the number of government 
ministries. An outsider elected on a wave of fury over 
the country’s decline, Milei has warned the popula-
tion that the economic crisis will get worse before 
it gets better. “When we hit rock bottom, we will 
bounce back,” he said.

Social tensions are rising, with train drivers and 
healthcare workers going on strike this week, and 
teachers due to down tools the next.

However, Milei’s government has received praise 
from the International Monetary Fund - to which 
it owes $44 billion - for its “bold actions to restore 
macroeconomic stability.” The government says that 
monthly inflation is coming under control and should 
be in the single digits by the second half of the year.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken met with 
Milei in Buenos Aires on Friday, and said the “work 
that is being done to stabilize the economy is ab-
solutely vital.” “We see extraordinary opportunity 
here in Argentina,” he said, adding the country could 
“count on” the United States as it works to end its 
economic crisis.

Meanwhile, the International Monetary Fund has 
urged the government of Argentine President Mil-

BUENOS AIRES: In this aerial view members of social organizations gather outside the Ministry of Human 
Capital to protest against food scarcity at soup kitchens and President Javier Milei’s government’s auster-
ity plan in Buenos Aires. — AFP

ei to shield the poor as he pursues harsh austerity 
measures to cut government spending, according to 
an interview published Sunday. The IMF has praised 
Milei’s government for efforts to balance the books 
after years of overspending, but his drastic measures 
have led to strikes and raised concerns about grow-
ing hunger.

IMF deputy managing director Gita Gopinath 
told La Nacion newspaper that austerity measures 
must be “calibrated to ensure that social assistance 
continues to be provided and that the burden does 
not fall entirely on the poorest groups.” Gopinath 
visited Buenos Aires last week to evaluate Argenti-
na’s $44 billion credit program and met with Milei, 
members of his government, economists, union lead-
ers and civil society organizations.

Since taking office in December, the libertarian 
Milei has devalued the peso by over 50 percent, cut 
tens of thousands of public jobs and halved the size 
of the government.

He also ripped away generous state transport 
and energy subsidies and froze aid to 38,000 soup 
kitchens pending an audit, hitting the poor hard as 
annual inflation soared to 254 percent.

“The economy that this government inherited was 
close to a crisis, and required bold and decisive ac-
tion to move it away from the precipice,” said Gopi-
nath. However, she said more social measures were 
needed to “ensure that the reduction of the fiscal 
deficit does not fall on the vulnerable.”

Gopinath estimated Argentina’s monthly inflation 
— which stood at 20 percent in January — would 
drop to single digits by the middle of 2024. “But I 
think it will take at least a year to bring inflation to 
low levels, and then maintaining it at those levels until 

US aluminum 
giant Alcoa to 
acquire Alumina
WASHINGTON: US aluminum producer Alcoa 
will acquire Australia’s Alumina in a $2.2 billion 
all-stock deal, the companies said in press re-
leases Sunday.

Alcoa, based in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, will 
offer 0.02854 of its own stock for each Alumi-
na share, a 13 percent premium to the Australian 
group’s Friday closing price. Under the terms of 
the agreement, Alumina shareholders would own 
31.25 percent and Alcoa shareholders would own 
68.75 percent of the combined company.

The deal must first be approved by share-
holders. The two companies are already part 
of a joint venture, Alcoa World Alumina and 
Chemical (AWAC), which mines bauxite and 
produces aluminum. The acquisition “would 
consolidate Alcoa’s ownership of one of the 
world’s largest bauxite and alumina producers,” 
the company said.  — AFP
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2025 will also require efforts.”
She said that for the IMF, it would be “critical” for 

the government to invest in human capital.
“Child poverty rates of more than 55 percent are 

extremely worrying. It is important to ensure that 
this percentage drops greatly and to be able to in-
vest more in education.” — AFP

Stock markets 
mostly lower 
on profit-taking
LONDON: Major Asian and European stock 
markets mostly retreated Monday, with trad-
ers banking profits after last week’s rally. 
Gains still appeared, however, with Tokyo’s 
key Nikkei index closing at a fresh all-time 
high, after Friday beating a record that had 
stood since 1989. Two of the three main US 
indices also hit record peaks on Friday.

Last week’s strong gains were fuelled by 
stellar results from US technology titan Nvidia, 
a bellwether for artificial intelligence. Investors 
were looking ahead to the Federal Reserve’s 
preferred measure of inflation, due Thursday, 
in the hope of gaining a clearer handle on when 
the US central bank would start cutting inter-
est rates amid cooling inflation.

Following publication of the US Personal 
Consumption Expenditure (PCE) price index, 
focus will turn to Chinese manufacturing data 
due Friday. “All eyes are on this week’s PCE 
release,” Harry Murphy Cruise from Moody’s 
Analytics told AFP. “For Asian markets, a high-
er print — combined with the Fed’s fear of eas-
ing too early — could see rate cuts delayed.”

China’s economy is in the doldrums and 
losses in Shanghai Monday came despite Bei-
jing saying it wanted to boost sales of cars, 
appliances and other consumer products in 
“piecemeal incentives to stimulate the econ-
omy”, noted Rodrigo Catril, senior currencies 
strategist at National Australia Bank.

Cruise added that “the property market’s 
woes have worsened, and manufacturers con-
tinue to sit on the sidelines”. Government in-
terventions have stabilized the market, with 
Chinese stocks rebounding from early Feb-
ruary lows. But underlying weakness means 
“investors are crying out for larger economic 
supports to be rolled out”, Cruise said.

Market players are watching to see if ex-
tra spending and an ambitious growth target 
will be announced in March to help China’s 
economy gain momentum through the year, 
according to Cruise.

Elsewhere on Monday, oil prices extended 
losses. “Lack of demand (for crude) remains a 
concern,” Catril said. —AFP
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“Dahomey”, a documentary by 
Franco-Senegalese director 
Mati Diop probing the thorny 

issues surrounding Europe’s return of 
looted antiquities to Africa, won the Ber-
lin film festival’s top prize Saturday.

Kenyan-Mexican Oscar winner Lupi-
ta Nyong’o, the first black jury president 
at the 74th annual event, announced 
the seven-member panel’s choice 
among 20 contenders for the Golden 
Bear award at a gala ceremony. Diop 
said the prize “not only honors me but 
the entire visible and invisible commu-
nity that the film represents”. “To rebuild 
we must first restitute, and what does 
restitution mean? To restitute is to do 
justice,” she added.

South Korean arthouse favorite 
Hong Sang-soo captured the run-
ner-up Grand Jury Prize for “A Travel-
ler’s Needs”, his third collaboration with 
French screen legend Isabelle Huppert. 
Hong, a frequent guest at the 11-day 
festival, thanked the jury, joking “I don’t 
know what you saw in this film”.

French auteur Bruno Dumont ac-
cepted the third-place Jury Prize for 
“The Empire”, an intergalactic battle of 
good and evil set in a French fishing vil-
lage. Dominican filmmaker Nelson Car-
lo de los Santos Arias won best director 
for “Pepe”, his enigmatic docudrama 
conjuring the ghost of a hippopotamus 

owned by the late Colombian drug bar-
on Pablo Escobar.

‘Collusion’
Marvel movie star Sebastian Stan 

picked up the best performance Silver 
Bear for his appearance in US satire 
“A Different Man”. Stan plays an actor 
with neurofibromatosis, a genetic dis-
ease causing disfiguring tumors, who 
is cured with a groundbreaking medical 
treatment. The Romanian-American 

heartthrob called it “a story that’s not 
only about acceptance, identity and self 
truth but about disfigurement and dis-
ability — a subject matter that’s been 
long overlooked by our own bias”. 

Britain’s Emily Watson clinched the 
best supporting performance Silver 
Bear for her turn as a cruel mother su-
perior in “Small Things Like These”. The 
film starring Cillian Murphy is about one 
of modern Ireland’s biggest scandals: 
the Magdalene laundries network of 

Roman Catholic penitentiary workhous-
es for “fallen women”.

She paid tribute to the “thousands 
and thousands of young women whose 
lives were devastated by the collusion 
between the Catholic church and the 
state in Ireland”. German writer-director 
Matthias Glasner took the Silver Bear 
for best screenplay for his semi-auto-
biographical tragicomedy “Dying”, a 
three-hour tour de force by some of the 
country’s top actors depicting a dys-
functional family.

The Silver Bear for outstanding artis-
tic contribution was awarded to cinema-
tographer Martin Gschlacht for the chill-
ing Austrian historical horror movie “The 
Devil’s Bath”, about depressed women 
in the 18th century who murdered in or-
der to be executed.

A separate Berlinale Documenta-
ry Award went to a Palestinian-Zionist 
activist collective for “No Other Land” 
about Palestinians displaced by the 
Zionist troops and settlers in the West 
Bank. Many of the award winners includ-
ing Diop criticised the war in Gaza from 
the stage and called for an immediate 
ceasefire.

‘Some kind of miracle’
Diop’s taut, dreamlike film traces 

the 2021 journey home of 26 precious 
artifacts of the Dahomey kingdom to 

Benin from a Paris museum. In the 
movie, Diop has one of the statues 
recount in a haunting Fon-language 
voice-over his land being pillaged by 
the French, the circumstances of his 
own exile and his ultimate repatriation 
in Cotonou museum.

Upon the collection’s arrival, local 
students debate in fascinating, unscript-
ed scenes the historic importance of 
the restitution gesture and whether it is 
cause for rejoice or outrage. The New 
York Times called the documentary 
“some kind of miracle, packing an ex-
traordinary amount of information, inqui-
ry and wild, persuasive imagination into 
a slim, 68-minute runtime”.

Variety said “Dahomey” was a 
“striking, stirring example of the poetry 
that can result when the dead and the 
dispossessed speak to and through the 
living”. Diop’s supernatural Netflix dra-
ma “Atlantics” made her the first black 
woman to compete in Cannes in 2019, 
when she picked up the runner-up 
Grand Prix award.

While acknowledging restitution’s 
importance, Diop told AFP during the 
festival she had no intention of “cele-
brating” the gesture by French President 
Emmanuel Macron. Only 26 artefacts 
were returned “against the more than 
7,000 works still held captive” in Paris, 
she noted. — AFP

Sebastian Stan

South Korean director Hong 
Sang-soo (R) is awarded 
with the Silver Bear Grand 
Jury Prize for ‘A Traveler’s 
Needs’ by Spanish director 
Albert Serra. — AFP photos

French-Senegalese filmmaker and actress Mati Diop (left) poses with the Golden Bear for 
Best Film for the film “Dahomey” with Kenyan-Mexican actress and President of the Inter-
national Jury 2024 Lupita Nyong’o.

Emily Watson

German officials will investigate 
how Berlin film festival winners 
were able to make “one-sided” 

comments condemning the Zionist 
entity’s attack on Gaza at the event’s 
finale, a government spokeswoman 
said on Monday.

At Saturday’s awards ceremony, 
several winners were accused of making 
anti-Semitic remarks on stage in relation 
to the entity’s nearly five-month military 
assault, which it claims is in retaliation 
for an attack carried out by Hamas on 
October 7, 2023.

The Hamas attack on October 7 
killed 1,160 people in the Zionist entity, 
mostly civilians, according to an AFP tal-
ly of official Zionist figures. The Zionist 
retaliatory military offensive has killed 
at least 29,782 people in Gaza, mostly 
women and children, according to Ga-
za’s health ministry.

US filmmaker Ben Russell, wearing 
a Palestinian scarf, accused the Zionist 
entity of committing “genocide” with its 
bombardment of the densely populated 
Gaza Strip. Palestinian filmmaker Ba-
sel Adra said the Palestinian population 
were being “massacred” by the Zionist 
entity, to applause from the audience.

“It is unacceptable that ... the terror-
ist attack by Hamas on 7 October was 
not mentioned,” German government 
spokeswoman Christiane Hoffmann 
told a press briefing in Berlin on Mon-
day. Chancellor Olaf Scholz “agrees that 
such a one-sided stance cannot be al-
lowed to stand”, she said. “In any debate 

on this topic, it is of course important to 
keep in mind the event that triggered this 
renewed escalation of the Middle East 
conflict — namely the Hamas attack on 
7 October”, she added.

The culture minister and the Berlin 
mayor will review what happened and 
hold talks with the festival’s incoming 
director to ensure it does not happen 
in future, she said. But Culture Minis-
ter Claudia Roth and mayor Kai We-
gner have also found themselves in 
hot water over the ceremony. A report 
in top tabloid Bild carried a picture 
it said showed the pair applauding 
Adra’s remarks. 

Germany — influenced by its own 
dark history during World War II, when 
millions of Jews were killed by the Na-
zis — has steadfastly backed the Zion-
ist entity following the October 7 attack. 
The festival, known as the Berlinale, re-
ceives substantial government funding.

Asked whether the funding would 
now be reviewed, Hoffmann said the 
current focus was on ensuring such in-
cidents were not repeated. After contro-
versy erupted at the weekend, the film 
festival put out a statement late on Sun-
day saying that winners’ remarks were 
“independent, individual opinions (which) 
in no way reflect the position of the fes-
tival”. But, it added, “We understand the 
outrage, and that the statements of some 
of the award winners were perceived as 
too one-sided.” — AFP

US film maker Ben Russell (left) and Servan Decle (right) pose with Palestinian keffiyes 
draped on their shoulders as they are joined by French film maker Guillaume Cailleau (sec-
ond right) and Jay Jordan during the awards ceremony. — AFP        

Scott George spends his week-
days providing affordable hous-
ing for Native American fami-

lies in Oklahoma, and his weekends 
singing at traditional Osage dances. 
That schedule will have to be inter-
rupted next month as he travels to 
Hollywood for the Oscars, where the 
song he wrote for Martin Scorsese will 
compete with tracks from Billie Eilish, 
Mark Ronson and Jon Batiste for an 
Academy Award.

“I guess you could use the word sur-
real. But I don’t really know what that 
means any more compared to this,” 
George told AFP. “Music is — even 
though it’s something I wake up with 
every day — it’s something we pursue 
on the weekends,” he said.

George is a proud member of the 
Osage Nation, whose often tragic his-
tory forms the subject of Scorsese’s 
“Killers of the Flower Moon.” The mov-
ie, which is up for 10 awards on March 
10, tells the story of how the Osage 
struck enormous oil wealth in the early 
20th century, only to be exploited and 
murdered by their duplicitous white 
neighbors.

The film was made with the deep 
collaboration of the Osage people, and 
filmed on location in their heartland. Its 
lead actress Lily Gladstone has Black-
feet and Nez Perce heritage, and the 
movie’s musical score was composed 
by the late Robbie Robertson, who also 
is of Native American ancestry. Both 
are also Oscar nominees.

Scorsese also was determined to 
have an authentic Osage song at the 
finale of his epic drama. George recalls 
one of his fellow musicians spotting the 
director in the stands at a ceremonial 
dance, as they took a break between 
sets. “It was like, ‘Oh wow, so he’s 
watching us,’” said George. “So when 
he asked us about the song, or about 
putting a song in there, we knew what 
he wanted.”

Even so, the initial answer was no. 
Many Osage songs contain the names 
of old warriors from two or three centu-
ries ago. “These are ours. This belongs 
to us,” explained George. “And so we 
said, ‘Well, we can’t give him that. We 
can do something close, but we can’t 
give him that.’ “So that’s where that 
came from. We started composing our 
own song for him.”

‘Poems’ 
The result was “Wahzhazhe (A 

Song for My People),” a powerful six-

and-a-half minute anthem featuring 
thunderous drums, and lyrics encour-
aging the Osage people to stand up 
and be proud after surviving so many 
ordeals.

The movie and song came at a 
perfect time for tribal elders, who were 
embarking on a campaign to educate 
younger members about their histo-
ry, and to remind them that “we’re still 
here, we are not relics,” said Geoffrey 
Standing Bear, chief of the Osage na-

tion. “We’re not that trusting of outsid-
ers given our history. But Scorsese and 
his team showed that trust to us, and 
us to them,” he recalled. “So when you 
see our ceremonies, and you see all 
the different activities, and you hear the 
music? That’s Osage ... these songs 
are poems.”

Having made the 15-strong Oscars 
shortlist, the track was not considered 
a favorite to earn a best song nomi-
nation, meaning the announcement 
last month was greeted with euphoria 
by many attached to the film. “Isn’t it 
great? For me to be nominated for 
playing an Osage character, it’s so im-
portant that an Osage person has also 
been nominated,” best actress con-
tender Gladstone told AFP.

But for George, describing his Os-
car nomination as an “achievement” 
does not sit well, because it was “not 
something I aspired to do.” “I’m com-
fortable providing music for my peo-

ple,” he said. “Outside of that, it gets a 
little touchy.”

Having now seen his song em-
braced by Academy voters, George 
does see it as important that a form of 
music that had often been “comically 
depicted in cartoons” is now being rec-
ognized. “I just want the world to see it 
and understand it, maybe develop an 
ear for it. Because it’s out there. You 
can go to YouTube and listen to pow-
wows,” he said. “We understand it’s got 

its niche and probably will always just 
have that niche. But hopefully people 
will get to hear it, feel the power that’s 
in it. “Because there’s power in it.”

Though not yet confirmed this year, 
it is traditional for all five nominated 
songs to be performed live during the 
Oscars ceremony, typically by their 
original singers. George has already 
attended starry events including the 
Academy’s annual nominees luncheon 
in Los Angeles, where he rubbed shoul-
ders with his “rivals” such as Eilish and 
Batiste.

“We were on a Zoom call the oth-
er day with all of us, and I was a little 
starstruck. ‘Who are these people and 
what am I doing here?’” he recalled. 
“My wife put it best — ‘You’ve been 
singing for 45 years, that should put 
you somewhere.’ I guess so.” — AFP

Members of the Osage Native Americans Tribe (from left) consulting producer Chad Renfro, 
songwriter Scott George, performers Julia Lookout, Angela Toineeta and Vann BigHorse par-
ticipate in a Q&A about the Martin Scorsese movie “Killers of the Flower Moon”.—AFP        



FILM
Best cast in a motion picture: “Oppenheimer”
Best male actor in a leading role: Cillian Murphy, “Oppenheimer”
Best female actor in a leading role: Lily Gladstone, “Killers of the Flower 
Moon”
Best male actor in a supporting role: Robert Downey, Jr., “Oppenheimer”
Best female actor in a supporting role: Da’Vine Joy Randolph, “The Hold-
overs”
Best stunt ensemble: “Mission: Impossible - Dead Reckoning Part One”

TELEVISION
Best ensemble in a drama series: “Succession”
Best male actor in a drama series: Pedro Pascal, “The Last of Us”
Best female actor in a drama series: Elizabeth Debicki, “The Crown”
Best ensemble in a comedy series: “The Bear”
Best male actor in a comedy: Jeremy Allen White, “The Bear”
Best female actor in a comedy: Ayo Edebiri, “The Bear”
Best male actor in a limited series or TV movie: Steven Yeun, “Beef”
Best female actor in a limited series or TV movie: Ali Wong, “Beef”
Best television stunt ensemble: “The Last of Us”
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“Oppenheimer” took top honors 
at the Screen Actors Guild 
Awards on Saturday, as Hol-

lywood stars partied at their union’s first 
prize-giving gala since staging its lon-
gest-ever strike last year. The prestigious 
prize for best performance by a cast at 
the SAG Awards is historically a strong 
predictor for the Oscars, and makes “Op-
penheimer” a formidable frontrunner for 
best picture.

Christopher Nolan’s epic drama about 
the father of the atomic bomb also took 
the awards for best actor for Cillian Mur-
phy, who plays the titular scientist, and 
best supporting actor for Robert Downey 
Jr, portraying his bitter rival. “Thank you 
for the invitation to play a genuine part 
in making this scarily important film,” said 
Kenneth Branagh, speaking on behalf of 
the cast.

The mood at the gala was celebratory 
all round, as members of SAG-AFTRA — 
the union that represents some 120,000 
performers, including A-list stars — con-
gregated in numbers for the first time 
since the strike ended in November.

Branagh recalled how the film’s cast 
had walked out of their London premiere 
last July as the work stoppage was about 
to begin. “We went from the red carpet 
and we didn’t see the film that night. We 
happily went in the direction of solidarity 
with your good selves. “So this, this is a 
full circle moment for us,” he said, to loud 
applause.

The guild ultimately extracted hard-
fought gains including better pay and 
protections against artificial intelligence 
(AI) from studios including Disney and 
Netflix. “You survived the longest strike 
in our union’s history with courage and 
conviction,” said SAG-AFTRA president 
Fran Drescher. Warning that AI could 
“entrap us in a matrix where none of us 
know what’s real,” Drescher said “sem-
inal” gains made in talks would “set the 
trajectory for many generations to come.”

Oscars best picture race
“Oppenheimer” has been relentless-

ly scooping up awards all season. The 
movie has already won top prizes at the 
Golden Globes, Critics Choice Awards, 
Directors Guild of America Awards, and 
Britain’s BAFTAs. It now adds the top 
SAG-AFTRA award for best cast, which 
has led to recent best picture Oscar wins 
for movies such as “Parasite,” “CODA” 
and “Everything Everywhere All at Once.”

Many of the same actors who vote for 
the SAG Awards also make up the larg-
est voting bloc for the Academy Awards, 
which will be held this year on March 10. 
“Oppenheimer” saw off “Barbie,” “Killers 
of the Flower Moon,” “American Fiction” 
and “The Color Purple” for top honors.

In the best actress category, Lily 
Gladstone (“Killers”) bested her main rival 
Emma Stone (“Poor Things”) in a close-
ly watched result that throws the Oscars 
race wide open. The Indigenous actress, 
who portrays an Osage woman being 
exploited by nefarious white neighbors in 
Martin Scorsese’s 1920s-set epic, began 
and ended her acceptance speech in her 
native Blackfeet language.

Supporting actress prizes have been 
going consistently this season to Da’Vine 
Joy Randolph (“The Holdovers”), and 
Saturday’s gala was no different. And 
Barbra Streisand received a lifetime 
achievement award, earning a rapturous 
standing ovation in a rare public appear-
ance for the 81-year-old.

Netflix and chill
The night also honored television. 

“The Bear” took comedy wins for its over-
all cast, and for stars Jeremy Allen White 
and Ayo Edebiri. “Succession” won the 
drama series cast prize, while Elizabeth 
Debicki won best actress for “The Crown” 
for her portrayal of the late princess Di-
ana.

Pedro Pascal took best actor for “The 
Last of Us,” admitting he was drunk as he 
became one of many performers to take 
advantage of the Netflix telecast’s re-
laxed tone — and different rules on what 
is permissible — by dropping an F-bomb.

The 30th SAG Awards became the 
first Tinseltown award show to stream 
globally on Netflix. The streamer has 
been cautiously moving into the live 
events space in recent years, with a 
Chris Rock comedy special and a celeb-
rity golf tournament.

Moving to Netflix from smaller US 
cable networks TBS and TNT gave the 
SAG Awards access to the streaming gi-
ant’s 260 million-strong subscriber base 
— and meant no commercial breaks. 
“Personally, I can’t wait to get home and 
have Netflix recommend this show to 
me based on all the other stuff that I’ve 
watched myself in,” joked Idris Elba, who 
opened the gala. — AFP

Ayo Edebiri

Outstanding Performance by an Ensemble in a Comedy Series the cast of “The Bear” poses in the press room.Elizabeth Debicki

Steven Yeun

Lily Gladstone

Cillian Murphy

(From left) Benny Safdie, Cillian Murphy, Robert Downey Jr, Josh Hartnett, Alden Ehrenre-
ich, Casey Affleck, Emily Blunt and Kenneth Branagh, winners of the Outstanding Perfor-
mance by a Cast in a Motion Picture award for ‘Oppenheimer’.

The cast of “Succession”, winners of Outstanding Performance by an Ensemble in a Drama Series.

Pedro Pascal
Ali WongRobert Downey Jr



MEXICO CITY: American rookie Jake Knapp 
captured his first PGA Tour title in only his ninth se-
ries start, outdueling Finland’s Sami Valimaki down 
the back nine Sunday to win the Mexico Open. The 
29-year-old former nightclub bouncer from Cali-
fornia squandered a four-stroke lead on the front 
nine but ground out victory on the back nine at 
Vidanta in Puerto Vallarta.

Knapp hit only two fairways in firing a level-par 
71 final round to finish 72 holes on 19-under 265 
and defeat Valimaki by two strokes after the Finn 
fired a closing 69. “Didn’t necessarily have my best 
stuff today, that’s for sure,” Knapp said. “Knew it 
was going to be nerve-wracking. Knew it was going 
to be tough. “It would have been nice to hit driv-
er better and hit it a little bit better, but I was su-
per-pumped on how I played the finishing stretch. 
Just grinded it out.” Valimaki, making only his 11th 
PGA start, failed to become the first Finnish player 
to capture a PGA title.

Taiwan’s C.T. Pan, Germany’s Stephan Jaeger 
and American Justin Lower shared third on 270 
with American Patrick Rodgers and Scotsman Rob-
ert MacIntyre another stroke adrift. Knapp, ranked 
101st, became the third rookie to win this season, 
matching the total for all of last season.

At the par-5 14th, Knapp pitched to just outside 
two feet and tapped in for birdie to reach 19-under, 
stretching his lead to two strokes. Knapp made pars 
to keep that edge to the par-5 18th, where he found a 
fairway bunker but landed his third shot 12 feet from 
the hole and two-putted to seal victory.

“He kept it going on the back nine so I feel like I 
didn’t lose it,” Valimaki said. “I played solid. It was a 
tough grind.” Knapp’s thoughts were upon his late 
grandfather, who inspired him to play golf before dy-
ing last year of cancer.

“He’d be pretty pumped,” Knapp said. “He would 
probably say, ‘Yo dude, good playing, winner winner 
chicken dinner.’” Knapp, whose best prior PGA finish 
was a share of third last month at Torrey Pines, had 
won three times on a Canadian developmental tour.

Valimaki is a two-time DP World Tour winner, 
capturing the 2020 Oman Open and 2023 Qatar 
Masters, both in playoffs. Knapp made bogeys at the 
first and third holes while Valimaki sank an eight-foot 
birdie putt at the fourth. — AFP

PARIS: Organizers of the Olympic and Paralympic 
Games in Paris may be feeling a little queasy over 
their commitment to hold open water swimming in 
the scenic but often polluted Seine. Last August, 
the marathon swimming test events were cancelled 
because the water was too dirty, as were the swim-
ming legs on two of the four days of triathlon and 
para-triathlon tests.

The city of Paris has insisted “there is no plan B”. 
The course for the men’s and women’s 10-kilometre 
events will start at the iconic beaux-art Pont Alex-
andre-III and, with the Invalides and Eiffel Tower 
in the background, head 1km down river past oth-
er famed attractions, including the Musee d’Orsay, 
and the Grand Palais.

Perhaps appropriately, it passes the newly-reno-
vated Paris Sewer Museum and the more minimal-
ist Pont d’Alma before looping back. The triathlon 
swims are shorter and will turn back sooner. It is a 
route chosen to showcase the beauty of Paris.

It is also politically symbolic: swimming has been 
banned in the Seine since 1923 but various Par-
is mayors have vowed to open it up. In 1990, when 
he was mayor before becoming French president, 
Jacques Chirac promised the river would “soon” be 
clean enough in which to swim and that he would 
celebrate by taking a dip. He never did.

The current mayor, Anne Hidalgo, a vigorous pro-
moter of green initiatives, has also promised she will 
take the plunge before the Olympics start and that 
the public will be allowed to swim at three locations 
by 2025. She has yet to get her feet wet.

City officials argue that the quality of the water 
has improved, but none of the samples collected be-
tween June and September 2023 met European stan-
dards on the minimum quality of water for swimming.

The big problem is faecal matter. The bacteria in 
the water increases sharply when heavy rain sweeps 
debris and untreated wastewater into the river from 
the banks and the overflowing drains and sewers. 
The city tests the water at 14 points. In 2022, water 
quality at three of them was judged to be “sufficient” 
but had deteriorated by last summer.

The open-water swimming last August was 
cancelled after heavy ran sent E. coli readings to 
six times the target level set by World Aquatics 
(FINA). The city of Paris insisted they had “learnt” 
from the sampling problems at the test events. Na-
tional and local authorities are also investing 1.4 
billion euros (more than $1.5bn) in five projects 
designed to clean the water.

‘Valve malfunction’ 
According to a Paris city official, the failed tests 

for the team triathlon and, two weeks later, the para 
triathlon swimming were caused not by rain but by a 
“valve malfunction” in the Paris sewage system. The 
weather remains the “main risk”, acknowledges the 
Paris town hall, which fears “exceptional rainfall”.

The only backup plan for the swimming is post-
poning the events by a few days. “There is no solu-
tion to move the event, the triathlon and open water 
swimming will be held in the Seine next year,” Tony 
Estanguet, Paris 2024 organizing committee, said af-
ter the cancellations last August.

For the athletes these are the Olympics and dirty 
water is a constant risk in open-water competitions. 
At the end of the test event in 2019 ahead of the 
Tokyo Olympics, swimmers protested against the 
quality of the water in Tokyo Bay. Before the Rio 
Olympics in 2016, the polluted Guanabara Bay made 
headlines. “A glittering setting,” Italian double world 
champion Gregorio Paltrinieri told Italian media in 
January. “Even if the water is dirty, I would rather 
swim in an electric atmosphere in the centre of Paris 
than in an anonymous stretch of water.” After win-
ning silver at the world championships in Qatar earli-
er in February, Frenchman Marc-Antoine Olivier said 
he was excited by the venue. — AFP

VANCOUVER: Holders Argentina came from be-
hind to defeat New Zealand 36-12 to win their third 
straight Canada Sevens crown in Vancouver on Sun-
day, tightening their grip on the eight-leg World 
Rugby SVNS Series.

The Pumas, fresh from victories at the Cape Town 
and Perth tournaments, once again signalled they are 
the form team of seven-a-side rugby with a scintil-
lating performance to overwhelm their opponents.

New Zealand, which had knocked out Antoine 
Dupont and France in the semi-finals earlier Sun-
day, raced into an early 12-0 lead after tries from 
Joe Webber and Brady Rush in the first three min-
utes at BC Place. But once Argentina clicked into 
gear, the New Zealanders were unable to cope, 
with Matias Osadczuk scoring a brilliant hat trick 
alongside tries from Marcos Moneta, Matteo Gra-
ziano and Luciano Gonzalez.

The win follows Argentina’s victories in Vancou-
ver in 2023 and 2022. The Pumas have now gone 18 
games unbeaten in the tournament during that peri-

od. “It’s incredible. I’m very proud of this team,” Ar-
gentina skipper Santiago Alvarez said after the win.

“We give all for this team and you can see it on 
the field. I’m very proud. We are trying to be bet-
ter each day and this is the focus for us.” Argentina 
now top the overall standings with 78 points from 
four tournaments, 24 points clear of Ireland and Fiji, 
who each have 54 points.

Earlier Sunday, Argentina had advanced to the 
final with a 35-19 drubbing of the United States in 
their semi-final. New Zealand, meanwhile, reached 
the final after eliminating France 28-26. Despite the 
defeat, France’s tournament ended on a bright note 
with a 42-12 romp over the United States to claim 
third place.

France’s 15-a-side superstar Dupont — who had 
scored a last-gasp try to seal Saturday’s quarter-fi-
nal win over Ireland — capped an encouraging 
tournament with a superb playmaking performance 
against the Americans that included a try.

Dupont has opted to skip this year’s Six Na-
tions in order in order to focus on the abbreviated 
form of the game with an eye on this year’s Paris 
Olympics. The French superstar will now head to 
Los Angeles for the fifth stop on the global circuit 
next week. In the women’s event, meanwhile, New 
Zealand’s Black Ferns cruised to a 35-19 win over 
France with veteran Portia Woodman-Wickliffe 
scoring a hat trick. — AFP

RANCHI: India’s wicketkeeper-batsman Dhruv 
Jurel said on Sunday he was determined to win the 
series against England after his defiant fourth Test 
innings of 90 was widely praised.

Jurel moved from his overnight 30 to raise his first 
Test half-century, in only his second Test, as part of 
a key partnership of 76 with Kuldeep Yadav to turn 
the match on its head. Batting great Sunil Gavaskar 
said during commentary that “watching the pres-
ence-of-mind of Dhruv Jurel makes me think he’s the 
next MS Dhoni in the making.”

India recovered from 177-7 to post 307 and then 
dismissed England for 145 to set themselves a tar-
get of 192 for victory to clinch the five-match series, 
which they lead 2-1.

“Obviously, it is a good feeling to hear a legend 
like Sunil Gavaskar talk about me,” 23-year-old 
Jurel told reporters. “The mood was great, there 
were no specific instructions — just to go and 
play... and the longer I play, the better it is.”

England spinner Tom Hartley denied Jurel a 
century but the young Indian said he was fo-

cused on the series and not his own score. “I am 
not worried too much about the century, this is my 
debut series,” Jurel said.

“I am desperate to lift the trophy in my hands, to 

play Test cricket was one big dream for me.”
Jurel’s mother reportedly sold off her jewellery to 

pay for his first kit bag and he celebrated his fifty 
with a salute to his father, a former soldier. — AFP
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Gill, Jurel help India clinch 
Test series against England

‘A lot of challenges were thrown at us, but we responded’
RANCHI: Shubman Gill and Dhruv Jurel guided 
India to a series-clinching five-wicket win over 
England on day four of the fourth Test on Monday. 
Chasing 192 for victory, India slipped to 120-5 but 
Gill (52) and Jurel (39) put on an unbeaten stand 
of 72 to achieve the target during the second ses-
sion in Ranchi.

The win gave India an unassailable 3-1 lead in 
the five-match series after they lost the first Test. 
“It’s been a very hard-fought series, so to come on 
the right side of it feels very good,” India’s skipper 
Rohit Sharma said. 

“A lot of challenges were thrown at us, but we re-
sponded.” It was the first series defeat for captain 
Ben Stokes and coach Brendon McCullum since they 
took charge in 2022 and changed England’s fortunes 
with their attacking philosophy dubbed “Bazball”.

“It was a great Test match, the scoreboard doesn’t 
give enough credit to the game as a whole, the ebbs 
and flows,” Stokes said, adding that he “couldn’t be 
more proud” of his spin bowlers. “So much credit to 
our spinners, being exposed to a situation like that at 
the start of their careers,” Stokes said.

Gill played the anchor in his 124-ball knock as he 
and Jurel, who made 90 in India’s first innings, staved 
off a mini-crisis when Shoaib Bashir took two wick-
ets in two balls soon after lunch.

‘Under pressure’ 
India still needed 72 more but Gill and Jurel ro-

tated the strike coolly to pick off singles before the 
former raised his fifty with two successive sixes off 
Bashir. “We were put under pressure... but Jurel 
came out and took the pressure off, he saw the situ-
ation and played accordingly,” Gill said.

He praised captain Rohit Sharma for his support, 
saying he “gave us the confidence to go out and play 
with freedom”. Jurel hit the winning runs, punching 
the air and hugging his partner as the Indian dress-
ing room rose to celebrate.

India started the morning strongly with Rohit 
and Yashasvi Jaiswal extending their overnight 40-
run opening stand to 84. Joe Root made the break-
through in his first over of the day, as he induced 
Jaiswal, on 37, to loop a catch to a diving James An-
derson at backward point.

Rohit reached his half-century but fell for 55, 
caught behind by wicketkeeper Ben Foakes off 
Tom Hartley’s left-arm spin. He was initially ruled as 
stumped, but it was later changed to caught behind. 
England’s travelling army of fans then erupted when 
Bashir, who took his maiden five-wicket haul in the 
first innings, had Rajat Patidar brilliantly caught by 
Ollie Pope for a duck to leave India 100-3.

After the interval, Bashir silenced the home fans 
with his twin strikes to give England some hope of 
an unlikely win. Ravindra Jadeja slapped a full toss 
to Jonny Bairstow at mid-wicket and Sarfaraz Khan 
tickled the next ball to Pope at backward short-leg 
for a duck, but Jurel survived the hat-trick ball. En-
gland had scored 353 all out in their first innings and 
led by 46 after India’s 307.

‘We want to win’ 
Indian spinners Ravichandran Ashwin and Kuldeep 

Yadav set up the victory after they shared nine sec-
ond-innings wickets to bundle out England for 145 on 
day three. England had recovered from 112-5 in their 
first innings courtesy of Root’s unbeaten 122.

India were without pace spearhead Jasprit 

Bumrah, who was rested, but the bowling stood up 
— including debutant quick Akash Deep, who took 
three early wickets after England elected to bat. An-
derson reached 698 Test wickets in the match and 
needs two more to become only the third bowler to 
700 after Sri Lanka’s Muttiah Muralitharan (800) 

and late Australia spin wizard Shane Warne (708).
The fifth and final Test begins on March 7 in the 

Himalayan hill town of Dharamsala. “We turn up to 
every Test thinking we want to win,” Rohit said, add-
ing he was “confident we will put on a good show” 
for the last match. — AFP

RANCHI: India’s Dhruv Jurel (L) plays a shot during the fourth day of the fourth Test cricket match 
between India and England at the Jharkhand State Cricket Association (JSCA) Stadium in Ranchi on 
February 26, 2024. — AFP

‘Next MS Dhoni’ 
among praise 
heaped on Jurel

RANCHI: India’s Shubman Gill (L) and Dhruv Jurel celebrate their win at the end of the fourth day of the 
fourth Test cricket match between India and England at the Jharkhand State Cricket Association (JSCA) 
Stadium in Ranchi on February 26, 2024. — AFP

Pumas claw NZ 
to seal Canada 
Sevens three-peat

VILLENEUVE-D’ASCQ:  Italy’s full back Ange Capuozzo scores a try during the Six Nations rugby union inter-
national match between France and Italy at Stade Pierre Mauroy in Villeneuve-d’Ascq, near Lille, northern 
France, on February 25, 2024. — AFP

Paris holds its 
breath for Olympic 
swimming events

US rookie Knapp 
wins Mexico Open 
in ninth PGA start



LOS ANGELES:  Lionel Messi scored a last-
gasp stoppage time equalizer as Inter Miami es-
caped with a 1-1 draw at the Los Angeles Galaxy 
in Major League Soccer on Sunday. The Galaxy 
dominated for long stretches of the game and had 
taken the lead in the 75th minute through Serbian 
striker Dejan Joveljic.

But the home side ended the game with ten men af-
ter midfielder Mark Delgado was sent off for a second 
yellow card in the 87th minute. Jordi Alba then com-
bined with Messi down the left, the Spaniard deliver-
ing a killer pull-back into the path of Messi who, at full 
stretch, found the target with the outside of his left foot.

It was a rare moment of impact from Messi who 
had been mostly ineffective in the game where Mi-
ami, with seven starters over the age of 30, strug-
gled with Galaxy’s tempo. Miami had all four of 
their former Barcelona stars in their starting line-

up with Alba, Sergio Busquets and Luis Suarez 
alongside Messi.

But it was the Galaxy’s former Barca player, 
24-year-old Spaniard Riqui Puig, who was the dom-
inant player on the field, especially in the first half 
when the California side had a series of chances. 
Confident on the ball and incisive in his passing, Puig 
was dictating play but he should have given the home 
side the lead in the 13th minute from the penalty spot.

The lively Joseph Paintsil, a recent signing from 
Genk in Belgium, had been pulled down in the box by 
Busquets but Puig’s low free-kick was well-saved by 
Drake Callender. The Miami keeper then produced 
fine saves to keep out efforts from Paintsil and Puig 
and apart from a deflected Messi effort which was 
parried by Galaxy keeper John McCarthy, Miami 
created little. Busquets and Suarez looked particu-
larly off the pace and with their contributions limited, 
Messi received little space or service.

Red card drama 
It was better after the break as Miami pushed 

into a more offensive shape but McCarthy did well 
to keep out two good efforts from Gomez and deal 
with routine shot from distance from Messi. The 
Galaxy finally got their reward when Paintsil burst 
at the creaking Miami back-line, Puig’s shot was 

parried by Callender and Delgado squared to Jo-
veljic who tapped home.

After Delgado’s dismissal, Alba found Mes-
si whose first time shot flashed just wide, an effort 
which proved to be a dress rehearsal for the equal-
izer. “We were outplayed in the first half, we could 
have gone into the dressing room a goal down,” said 
Inter head coach Gerardo Martino. — AFP

PARIS: Goncalo Ramos converted a penalty with 
the last kick of the game to give Ligue 1 leaders 
Paris-Saint Germain a 1-1 home draw against bogey 
side Rennes on Sunday. Brest are second, 11 points 
back, after beating Strasbourg 3-0 on Saturday.

Monaco jumped to third, two points further be-
hind, on Sunday when Japan striker Takumi Minami-
no scored in the second minute of added time to give 
them a last-gasp 3-2 win at Lens. Nice drew 0-0 at 
home with bottom-club Clermont and are a point be-
hind in fourth. Lille lost 3-1 at Toulouse and are fifth.

In the late game, Marseille came from a goal 
behind to beat Montpellier 4-1 for a first league 
win this year. Rennes, who beat AC Milan in the 
Europa League on Thursday, rested Benjamin 
Bourigeaud, scorer of a hat-trick against the Ital-
ians, and Martin Terrier.

They still took the lead when Amine Gouiri fired 
a shot into the top corner in the 39th minute. PSG 
took off star striker Kylian Mbappe, who is planning 
to leave at the end of the season, after an hour. “We 
have to get used to playing without Kylian Mbappe,” 
said coach Luis Enrique, who also took off Ousmane 
Dembele and Bradley Barcola.

“It’s a message for everyone,” said Enrique. “I’m 
very demanding of the players. If you think I’m going 
to accept a player slacking off on the pitch, I’m not. I 
want you to say to yourself, when you’re in the start-
ing line-up, ‘I want to make the most of this’.”

As the home side pressed desperately for an 
equalizer in added time, Ramos, who had replaced 
Mbappe, was booked for diving in an attempt to win 
a penalty. Moments later, he plunged over goalkeep-
er Steve Mandanda.

This time a video review went in favour of the 
Portuguese striker, who converted the spot kick to 
save PSG’s two unbeaten runs: 18 games in Ligue 1 
going back to September and 19 in all competitions 
since October.

The victory also saved PSG from losing at home 
to Rennes for a second straight season. The Breton 
club have beaten PSG seven times since the Qatari 
takeover in 2011. No other French team has more 
victories over the Parisians in that time.

“We’re frustrated by this result,” said Rennes 
coach Julien Stephan, adding there “are penalties 
given to the big teams, or in certain stadiums...” In 
Lens, United States international Folarin Balogun put 
Monaco ahead after just 19 minutes. Minamino then 
doubled the lead on the half-hour.

Lens struck back through Elye Wahi and Wesley 
Said levelled in the 77th minute. The hosts, who lost 
at Freiburg in the Europa League on Thursday, faded 
in the last 10 minutes. 

‘What a match!’ 
Balogun squandered an 83rd-minute penalty but 

Minamino drilled home in stoppage time. “What a 
match!” said Monaco coach Adi Hutter. “I hope this 
match will give us a lot of confidence for our next 
game against Paris Saint-Germain.”

In Nice, home goalkeeper Marcin Bulka threw 
himself to his left at the end of the first half to save 
a penalty from Shamar Nicholson. It was Bulka’s 
fourth save from six penalties he has faced in all 
competitions this season. Nice have one win in 
their last six games.

“The performance was not brilliant,” said Nice 
coach Francesco Farioli, but “it’s not a tragedy.” 
Lille’s poor away form continued as they threw 
away a half-time lead to lose at Toulouse, who end-
ed their own winless home run.

Lille took the lead in added time with a goal from 
Hakon Haraldsson. Toulouse, whose only home vic-
tory since October 1 was over Liverpool in the Eu-
ropa League, hit three goals in a 17-minute burst.

Christian Mawissa levelled following a corner 
in the 49th minute. Substitute Yann Gboho won a 
penalty eight minutes later that another half-time 
replacement, Vincent Sierro, converted. Gboho 
then set up Thijs Dallinga for the third in the 66th 
minute. Lille have not won away in Ligue 1 since 
November 26.

Marseille, who had not won in the league since 
December, continued their upturn since Jean-Lou-
is Gasset replaced Gennaro Gattuso in midweek. 
Gasset’s reign started with a Europa League vic-
tory on Thursday. On Sunday, Marseille conced-
ed after four minutes to struggling Montpellier, 
but Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang scored twice as 
they swept the visitors aside. — AFP
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Modric thunderbolt breaks 
Sevilla hearts as Madrid win

Third-placed Girona are a further point adrift
MADRID: Veteran midfielder Luka Modric’s 
curling strike gave Real Madrid a 1-0 win over 
Sevilla on Sunday, lifting them eight points clear 
of Barcelona atop La Liga where they are un-
beaten in 20 games. Madrid’s last league loss 
came in September.

Third-placed Girona are a further point adrift. 
They are not in action until Monday when they 
take on Rayo Vallecano. With Jude Bellingham and 
Joselu both injured, and Eduardo Camavinga and 
Dani Carvajal suspended, Madrid faltered in the 
early exchanges and Youssef En-Nesyri missed an 
early chance for the visitors.

Sunday’s game appeared headed for a stale-
mate until 38-year-old Modric, who was on as a 
late substitute, produced a blistering strike from 
outside the box after 81 minutes as the referee 
waved away angry Sevilla claims for off-side.

An equally impressive Lucas Vazquez strike had 
been wiped off by VAR after 10 minutes, a deci-
sion which prompted jeers and brought a yellow 
card for Real coach Carlo Ancelotti. “We deserved 
the win, we kept up the intensity until the very end 
and this is what happens when you achieve that,” 
said the Italian coach.

The match saw 37-year-old Sergio Ramos’ re-
turn to the Santiago Bernabeu where he spent 16 
seasons, but it was Modric who stole the head-
lines. “We proved that we never give up. That is in 

Real Madrid’s DNA,” said Modric.
“We would have preferred to have scored earli-

er, but it’s even more thrilling when it comes late.” 
Uruguayan midfielder Federico Valverde had a 
lively game, hitting a post and scraping the cross-
bar in the first half as Vinicius Junior and Rodrygo 
also went close.

Vinicius was the man behind Lucas Vazquez’s 
goal which was ruled out when Nacho had clearly 
fouled Youssef En-Nesyri in the run-up. A minute’s 
silence was observed before the game in memory 
of victims of the apartment block fire in the Span-
ish city of Valencia.

On Saturday, Xavi’s rejigged Barcelona side 
thrashed Getafe 4-0 to climb to second with re-
called duo Joao Felix and Raphinha on the score-
sheet. Dutch midfielder Frenkie De Jong and Fer-
min Lopez were also on target.

“We knew which spaces to attack and opened 
them up on several occasions and that’s where the 
goals came from. It’s a victory which gives us a 
little more peace of mind,” said Barca coach Xavi. 
Bottom side Almeria twice came from behind to 
hold Atletico Madrid to a 2-2 draw. The stalemate 
left the hosts winless this season after 26 matches.

Atletico, who lost 1-0 in the Champions 
League last 16 first leg tie at Inter Milan in 
midweek, remain fourth, 13 points off leaders 
Real Madrid. — AFP

MADRID: Real Madrid’s Croatian midfielder #10 Luka Modric scores his team’s first goal during the Spanish 
league football match between Real Madrid CF and Sevilla FC at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid. — AFP

PSG scrape draw 
against Rennes 
with Ramos penalty

PARIS: Rennes’ French midfielder #08 Baptiste San-
tamaria (L) vies with Paris Saint-Germain’s French 
midfielder #33 Warren Zaire-Emery (R) during the 
French L1 football match between Rennes and Paris 
Saint-Germain (PSG) at the Parc des Princes stadium 
in Paris. — AFP

Messi grabs 
late leveller 
for Miami

CARSON: Inter Miami FC’s Argentinian forward #10 
Lionel Messi controls the ball during the MLS football 
match between LA Galaxy and Inter Miami FC at Dig-
nity Health Sports Park. – AFP

PARIS: Nigeria Africa Cup of Nations stars Calvin 
Bassey and Alex Iwobi scored as Fulham shocked 
Manchester United 2-1 in the Premier League at the 
weekend. Defender Bassey gave the London club a 
second-half lead and midfielder Iwobi snatched an 
added-time winner as Fulham won at Old Trafford 
for the first time since 2003.

Bassey and Iwobi were regular starters for Ni-
geria at this year’s AFCON, where they finished 
runners-up behind hosts Ivory Coast. Here, AFP 
Sport highlights African headline-makers in the ma-
jor European leagues:

ENGLAND
CALVIN BASSEY, ALEX IWOBI (Fulham)
Bassey slammed home his first goal for the Cot-

tagers midway through the second half to give Ful-
ham the lead. After Harry Maguire levelled, Iwobi 
scored the winner seven minutes into stoppage time 
to give Marco Silva’s men their first away league 
win since the opening weekend of the season.

JORDAN AYEW (Crystal Palace)
Ayew was on target for the second consec-

utive game as Palace gave new manager Oliver 
Glasner the perfect start in a 3-0 home win over 
Burnley. The Ghanaian international tapped home 
the Eagles’ second goal at the back post for his 
fourth of the season.

SPAIN
REINILDO MANDAVA (Atletico Madrid)
A cross from the Mozambique defender enabled 

Angel Correa to give Atletico a second-minute lead in 
a 2-2 La Liga draw at bottom club Almeria. Reinildo 
was later yellow-carded in a match where the fourth-
placed Madrid outfit twice surrendered the lead.

GERMANY
IHLAS BEBOU (Hoffenheim)

Togo striker Bebou helped his side burst out 
of the blocks at Borussia Dortmund, scoring after 
just two minutes in a 3-2 Bundesliga victory. Light-
ning-quick Bebou took advantage of a mistake from 
Dortmund captain Emre Can to hammer the ball 
past goalkeeper Alexander Meyer before the smoke 
from the pre-match fireworks had cleared.

OMAR MARMOUSH (Eintracht Frankfurt)
Marmoush scored in stoppage time to snatch 

Eintracht a point against former side Wolfsburg in 
a 2-2 draw. The Egypt forward collected a Timothy 
Chandler pass and hit a low shot past Koen Casteels.

FRANCE
PIERRE-EMERICK AUBAMEYANG (Marseille)

Former African Footballer of the Year and Gabon 
captain Aubameyang raised his Ligue 1 goal tally 
this season to eight with a brace in a 4-1 win for 
ninth-placed Marseille over lowly Montpellier. Sen-
egalese midfielder Iliman Ndiaye also scored for the 
winners, whose total was completed by an own goal 
from Malian Falaye Sacko. — AFP

Change of Name
Clinics

Kaizen center 25716707
Rawda 22517733
Adaliya 22517144
Khaldiya 24848075
Kaifan 24849807
Shamiya 24848913
Shuwaikh 24814507
Abdullah Salem 22549134
Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh  24814764
Qadsiya 22515088
Dasmah 22532265
Bneid Al-Gar 22531908
Shaab 22518752
Qibla 22459381
Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082
Mirqab 22456536
Sharq 22465401
Salmiya 25746401

Hospitals
Sabah Hospital 24812000
Amiri Hospital 22450005
Maternity Hospital 24843100
Mubarak Al-Kabir 25312700
Chest Hospital 24849400
Farwaniya Hospital 24892010
Adan Hospital 23940620
Ibn Sina Hospital 24840300

Clinics & Hospitals  

C l a s s i f i e d s
I, Nilan Krish holder of Passport 
no V7778630 issued at Kuwait In-
dian permanent address 1 22 Mari-
yamman Koil street, Madur Post, 
Kallakurichi, Pin: 606206, Tamil 
Nadu, India. Now residing in Kuwait 
hereby declare that henceforth my 
name will be read as (given name) 
Nilankrish and (surname) Balu.

(# 5165 22/2/2024)

I, MOHAMMAD SHAH FAIS-
AL, holder of Indian Passport No. 
Z2816280, having permanent 
address Vill Nahargaon Po Ps 
Doboka, Dist Nagaon, Assam, Pin 
782440, India, India residing In Ku-
wait at present, hereby declare that 
henceforth my name will be read as 
(given name) SHAH FAISAL.

(# 27/2/2024)

Nigeria AFCON 
stars shock 
Man United



NEW YORK; Miami Heat scoring leader Jimmy 
Butler was among five players suspended by the 
NBA on Sunday for their roles in an on-court brawl 
between the Heat and New Orleans Pelicans. Butler 
and Pelicans forward Naji Marshall were each sus-
pended one game without pay for instigating and 
engaging in an on-court altercation in Miami’s 106-
95 victory on Friday at New Orleans.

Heat center Thomas Bryant and Pelicans guard 
Jose Alvarado of Puerto Rico were each suspend-
ed three games without pay for leaving the bench 
area during an on-court altercation and fighting. 
Miami forward Nikola Jovic, a 20-year-old Ser-
bian, was banned for one game without pay for 
leaving the bench area and entering the skirmish.

Miami’s Kevin Love sparked the incident when 
he committed a foul to prevent a basket by Zion 
Williamson of the Pelicans with only 41 seconds 
elapsed in the fourth quarter. Alvarado, Bryant, 
Butler and Marshall were whistled for technical 
fouls and ejected from the game.

Alvarado was set to begin to serve his suspen-
sion on Sunday when the Pelicans play host to 
Chicago, with Marshall serving his ban then also. 
Bryant will begin serving his suspension on Mon-
day when the Heat visit Sacramento Butler and Jo-
vic will also serve their suspensions when Miami 
plays the Kings. The Heat rank eighth in the East-
ern Conference at 31-25 with a three-game win 
streak while the Pelicans are fifth in the Western 
Conference at 34-23. — AFP

LONDON: Everton’s penalty for breaching Pre-
mier League financial rules has been reduced from 
10 points to six following an appeal, the English 
top flight announced on Monday. The club were 
hit with the punishment — the biggest in Premier 
League history — for breaching profit and sustain-
ability rules (PSRs) in the three-year assessment 
period ending in 2021/22.

The original deduction left Sean Dyche’s side 
19th in the table and fighting to beat relegation. But 
an independent appeal board has cut the punish-
ment by four points, which moves the Merseysiders 
up from 17th to 15th place.

“Everton FC appealed the sanction imposed 

against it on nine grounds, each of which related 
to the sanction rather than the fact of the breach, 
which the club admitted,” the Premier League said 
in a statement.

“Two of those nine grounds were upheld by the 
appeal board, which has substituted the original 
points deduction of 10 for six.” Everton said they 
were satisfied the appeal had resulted in a reduc-
tion in the points sanction.

The club face a second PSR complaint over 
breaching rules over the period running to the end 
of last season. That complaint was laid on January 
15 and under standard directions for PSR cases the 
commission hearing must conclude no later than 12 
weeks afterwards, which would be April 8.

Everton said in a statement they were “particular-
ly pleased with the appeal board’s decision to over-
turn the original commission’s finding that the club 
failed to act in utmost good faith”. “That decision, 
along with reducing the points deduction, was an in-
credibly important point of principle for the club on 
appeal,” the statement added. “The club, therefore, 

feels vindicated in pursuing its appeal.”
“Notwithstanding the appeal board’s decision, 

and the positive outcome, the club remains fully 
committed to cooperating with the Premier League 
in respect of the ongoing proceedings brought for 
the accounting period ending in June 2023.”

Nine-time English champions Everton have been 
a continuous presence in the top flight since 1954 and 
have never been relegated from the Premier League. 
But they only avoided the drop by two points last 
season and have spent years in the shadow of city 
rivals Liverpool. Everton last won a trophy in 1995.

Premier League champions Manchester City 
were charged last year with 115 alleged breaches of 
financial fair play regulations in a case that is ongo-
ing. Only two other clubs have received points de-
ductions in Premier League history. Middlesbrough 
were deducted three points for failing to fulfil a fix-
ture against Blackburn during the 1996/97 season, 
while in 2010 Portsmouth were deducted nine points 
after going into administration. Both clubs ended the 
season with  relegation. — AFP

RIO DE JANEIRO: Sebastian Baez eased 
past Argentine compatriot Mariano Navone in 
straight sets to win the Rio ATP clay-court tour-
nament on Sunday for his fifth title. Baez, 23, 
defeated the 113th-ranked Navone, who came 
through qualifying, 6-2, 6-1 and will rise to a ca-
reer-high 21 in the world on Monday.

“All week I felt so good here. I said before, I 
compare it to home because of the crowd, the 
people, everything,” Baez said. “In the pre-sea-
son I did one week here, so I know this place, I 

know the people and I enjoyed my time inside 
and outside the court.” Navone hadn’t won a 
match on the main tour before the Rio tourna-
ment but made the final in style by defeating 
defending champion Cameron Norrie in the 
semi-finals. However, he never settled on Sunday, 
quickly slipping a double break down to trail 4-0 
on his way to defeat in 83 minutes.

Baez converted six of his 14 break points. “I 
think it’s so important because in your first final 
you’ll be more nervous,” added Baez. “I think I 
did so well in the start in both sets, so I think 
that was the key.” Despite the defeat, Navone 
will have the consolation of breaking the top 
100 for the first time when he will rise to 60 in 
the world. — AFP
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Liverpool win League Cup as Van 
Dijk strikes late to sink Chelsea

Liverpool’s first trophy following Klopp’s announcement to step down

LONDON: Liverpool won the League Cup in 
dramatic fashion as Virgil van Dijk’s header late 
in extra-time sealed a 1-0 win against Chelsea 
at Wembley on Sunday. Jurgen Klopp’s inju-
ry-hit side finished a gruelling clash with a host 
of raw youngsters on the pitch, but it was their 
experienced captain who clinched the club’s 10th 
League Cup triumph.

Van Dijk earlier had a goal controversially dis-
allowed by VAR, but the Dutch defender pounced 
to nod home with just two minutes left. It was Liv-
erpool’s first trophy following Klopp’s bombshell 
announcement that he will step down at the end 
of this season.

“What happened here today is absolutely in-
sane. These things are not possible besides a team, 
squad, academy full of character,” Klopp said. 
“The craziest thing is we deserved it. I couldn’t be 
prouder of them. Wow! It was really cool. “I’m sure 
we brought on all the kids! We needed fresh legs. 
They were very young, but they did the job.” Klopp 
has now won seven major trophies in his nine-year 

Anfield reign. The German will hope Liverpool’s 
first silverware since the 2022 FA Cup will be the 
springboard for an incredible farewell tour.

Quadruple-chasing Liverpool sit top of the Pre-
mier League, face Southampton in the FA Cup fifth 
round on Wednesday and take on Sparta Prague 
in the Europa League last 16. It was another bitter 
Wembley experience for Chelsea, who lost the 2022 
League Cup and FA Cup finals against Liverpool.

Blues boss Mauricio Pochettino has asked Chel-
sea fans not to judge him on “winning titles” in the 
midst of a troubled first season in charge. But Chel-
sea remain without domestic silverware since the 
2018 FA Cup and had only themselves to blame af-
ter missing a host of chances in normal time.

“That was the key. We created four, five or six 
big chances and we didn’t score. In a game like 
this, whoever scores first will have a big advan-
tage,” said Pochettino, who is still to win a trophy 
in English football. “We felt the disappointment of 
not winning in normal time. We didn’t have the en-
ergy in extra-time. They scored in the last minutes 

and it was difficult to react.” Ravaged by injuries 
to 11 players, Liverpool’s list of star absentees in-
cluded Mohamed Salah, Trent Alexander-Arnold, 
Alisson Becker, Darwin Nunez, Diogo Jota and 
Dominik Szoboszlai.

That meant starts for 20-year-olds Conor Brad-
ley and Harvey Elliott, while Bobby Clark (19), 
James McConnell (19), Jarell Quansah (21) and 
Jayden Danns (18) all came off the bench.

Goals ruled out 
Despite their youthful line-up, Liverpool settled 

quickly as Luis Diaz led the charge. Taking advan-
tage of Chelsea’s hesitant defending, Diaz advanced 
into the area for a fierce strike that forced a good 
save from Djordje Petrovic.

Against the run of play, Chelsea should have 
taken the lead with their first incisive raid. Conor 
Gallagher’s cross deflected to Cole Palmer just six 
yards out, but his strike produced a superb save 
from Caoimhin Kelleher.

Ryan Gravenberch joined Liverpool’s ev-

er-growing injury list when he was stretchered off 
after the midfielder’s leg twisted awkwardly in a 
challenge with Moises Caicedo. Liverpool looked 
to have broken the deadlock on the hour when Van 
Dijk climbed above Ben Chilwell to head in Andrew 
Robertson’s free-kick.

But VAR intervened, prompting referee Chris 
Kavanagh to disallow the goal for offside against 
Wataru Endo, who blocked Levi Colwill from mark-
ing the Dutch defender. Chelsea were left to rue 
Axel Disasi missing a sitter and Gallagher hitting 
the post before taking a heavy touch that allowed 
Kelleher to save.

In a pulsating finale, Kelleher made saves from 
Palmer and Christopher Nkunku to force extra-time. 
Danns almost guided his header over Petrovic and 
Elliott was inches away when he volleyed against 
the post. Liverpool would not be denied and with 
penalties just two minutes away, Van Dijk met 
Kostas Tsimikas’s corner with a header that flashed 
past Petrovic as Klopp raised his arms with a smile 
that bordered on disbelief. — AFP

LONDON: Liverpool players pose with the trophy after the English League Cup final football match between Chelsea and Liverpool at Wembley stadium, in London. Virgil van Dijk scored the only goal deep into extra-time as 
Liverpool won the League Cup for a record tenth time. — AFP

Baez sweeps 
to Rio title

RIO DE JANEIRO: Argentina’s Sebastian Baez holds 
his trophy after winning against Argentina’s Maria-
no Navone during the ATP 500 Rio Open tennis sin-
gles final match in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. — AFP

Everton’s 10-point 
EPL deduction 
reduced to six

NBA suspends five 
for roles in Heat,
Pelicans brawl
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