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Kuwait reopens family visas

Cabinel holds consultative meeting on priorities

KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Dr Mohammad
Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah chairs a consultative Cabinet
meeting at Seif Palace on Jan 25, 2024. — KUNA

Kuwait hails UN partnership

NEW YORK: Deputy Foreign Minister Am-
bassador Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Sabah hailed
the strategic partnership, cooperation and co-
ordination between Kuwait and the United Na-
tions in a meeting with UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres on the sidelines of the UN Se-
curity Council’s open debate on the Middle East
and Palestine. Sheikh Jarrah affirmed Kuwail's
support of UN efforts, asserting its commitment
to the stipulations in its charter. The two also
discussed latest developments on regional and
international fronts. — KUNA

I
Flags return to full mast

KUWAIT: Stale institutions raised the flag of
Kuwait to full mast on Thursday after the end of
the 40-day official mourning period for the de-
mise of His Highness the late Amir Sheikh Nawal
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

I
KOTC monitoring situation

KUWAIT: Kuwait Oil Tanker Company (KOTC)
said on Thursday it is monitoring and assessing
daily the current situation in Bab Al-Mandeb
Strait and the Red Sea. It underlined in a press
statement that it is following globally applied
precautionary measures for the protection and
safely of its fleet.
I

Ex-MP jailed for vote-buying

KUWAIT: The criminal county on Thursday
sentenced former MP Salman Al-Azemi Lo two
years in jail alter convicling him of buying votes
during the parliamentary elections. A female
citizen was also handed a similar jail term for

assistling the former lawmaker.
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By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The interior ministry announced on
Thursday that it will resume issuing lamily visas for
expalriates starting from Jan 28, as per orders is-
sued by Deputy Prime Minister, Defense Minister
and Acting Interior Minister Sheikh Fahad Al-You-
suf Al-Sabah. The resumption comes after a sus-
pension of close to two years.

Under the new rules, expats who qualify to ap-
ply for dependent visas for wives and children must
draw a monthly salary of at least KD 800, up from
KD 600 previously. Applicants must be university
graduales and their jobs in the country should be
identical to their university specializations, the min-
istry said in a slalement.

Kuwait had suspended the issuance of family

Palestinian surgeon
recounts Zionist
war horrors in Gaza

By Passant Hisham

KUWAIT: Dr Ghassan Abu Silla, a plastic surgeon
specializing in conflict injuries, recounted the over-
whelming Lerror he wilnessed during his volunteer
work in Gaza hospitals since the beginning of the
Zionist aggression al a symposium hosted by the

Gazans wailing
for aid martyred
in Zionist strikes

GAZA: Authorities in the Gaza Strip said Thursday
that Zionist forces had killed 20 people waiting for
humanitarian aid to be distributed, as the Zionist en-
tity pressed its blistering assault in the territory. The
health ministry in Gaza said the attack occurred on
the outskirts of Gaza Cily, in the north of the terri-
tory, with 150 people also wounded. Hamas said the
incident amounted to a “horrific war crime”.

Palestinian militant group Islamic Jihad said they
were killed by “artillery shells and missiles”. Wit-
nesses interviewed by AFP said they had been tar-
geted by Zionist forces. “People were going to get
food and flour as they had nothing to eal,” Abu Ala
Basal, the uncle of one of the injured, told AFP. “Sud-
denly, tanks appeared and started firing shells at the
people, who were cut into pieces.”

“We were heading to gel flour, and they shelled
us four times, and some people were martyred and
injured,” said Mohammed Al-Rifi, who was

Continued on Page 6

Gaza journo joins
Al Jazeera bureau
chief in Qatar

DOHA: Gaza photojournalist Motaz Azaiza joined
Al Jazeera’s bureau chiel for the Palestinian territory,
Wael Al-Dahdouh, for a photo in Qatar on Wednes-
day following the pair’s evacuation. He posted a pic-
ture with Dahdouh writing: “Our smile is a kind of
resilience.” Azaiza, alongside a group of journalist-in-
fluencers [rom Gaza, has amassed a huge social media
following during the Zionist-Hamas war by combining
unflinching coverage with personal stories.

The 24-year-old photojournalist has reached 18.5
million [ollowers on Instagram and a [urther million
on X, formerly Twiller, during more than 100 days of
conflict in Gaza. On Tuesday Azaiza announced on

visas almosl Lwo years ago with the aim lo regu-
late the visas as part of the country’s plans to cut
the number of expals, who form over two-thirds
of the country’s population of 4.5 million. A few
months ago, the interior ministry eased the total
ban on dependent visas by allowing expat cou-
ples employed in Kuwait to sponsor their children
aged five and below.

Meanwhile, HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Dr
Mohammad Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah chaired
Thursday a consullative Cabinel meeling at Seifl
Palace in the presence of heads of the General
Secretariat of the Supreme Council for Plan-
ning and Development. The meeting aimed to
determine priorilies and review iniliatives of the
government’s action program in light of the con-
tent of the decree of HH the Amir Sheikh Mishal

Kuwait Committee for Je-
rusalem on Wednesday.
Abu Sitta, based in
London and born in Ku-
wail, began describing
his days spent trying to
save the people of Gaza,
primarily in Al-Ahli Bap-
tist Hospital and the
Al-Shifa Medical Com-
plex. He emphasized that
the Zionist entity’s ruth-
less Gaza bombing not only involved killing peo-
ple and destroying buildings, but completely erad-
icaling enlire neighborhoods. “Since the victory of

Dr Ghassan Abu Sitta

Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

The meeling was in line with the government’s
keenness Lo follow up on preparing ils action pro-
gram and submil il to the Nalional Assembly in a
manner that meets the aspirations of the Kuwaiti
people, Minister of Social Affairs, Family and Child-
hood Alfairs and Actling Minister of State for Cabi-
net Affairs Sheikh Feras Saud Al-Sabah said.

HH the Prime Minister extolled efforts and keen-
ness of the ministers and those tasked with prepar-
ing the program, Sheikh Feras noted. HH Sheikh Dr
Mohammad underlined the necessily ol construc-
tive cooperation and coordination between the leg-
islative and executive branches to achieve national
goals and aspirations of the country and its people
amid a sincere desire for positive work and fruitful
cooperation between the two sides.

October 7, I already sensed a cruel war coming,
but I never expected it to turn into a genocidal
war,” he said, expressing his shock at the magni-
tude of the conflict.

He vividly detailed the massive bombings, result-
ing in severe injuries that overwhelmed hospitals.
Countless ambulances arrived at the hospital every
one to two minutes, carrying more than six patients
each, surpassing the 600-bed capacity of Gaza’s
largest hospital, Al-Shifa. Abu Sitta noted that the
highesl casuallies were among children, many of
whom lost their parents in the conflict, revealing the
unprecedented nature of this war compared to his
experiences in other war zones like Syria, Yemen,
Iraq, and Lebanon. (See Page 2)

GAZA: Injured people receive treatment in Gaza City’s Al-Shifa Hospital following a deadly Zionist strike on
people waiting for humanitarian aid on Jan 25, 2024. — AFP

Instagram that he was departing the Palestinian ter-
ritory — home to 2.4 million — and posted footage
ol himsell boarding a Qatari military aircraft al an
airport in Egypt.

“I left Gaza with a broken heart and eyes filled
with tears. There was no other option after 108 days
of continuous massacres against us,” he later posted
on X. “It’s time to move somewhere else so I can do
more work and I pray that I can be a reason to stop
this war and help rebuild Gaza again. I've arrived,
Qalar. Thank you,” the influencer added alongside
pictures of Al Jazeera’s Doha studio.

Azaiza has produced content for the UN’s agen-
cy for Palestinian refugees (UNRWA) and the
Paris-based medical charity Medecins du Monde
(Doctors of the World). Dahdouh, whose mourning
of his wife and children’s killings in Zionist strikes
has been broadcast globally, was evacualed from
Gaza lo Qalar last week. Al least 83 journalists
have been killed since the Zionist-Hamas war
broke oul, according Lo a lally from the Commillee
Lo Protect Journalists. — AFP

DOi-IA: Gaza photojournalist Motaz Azaiza meets Al
Jazeera’s bureau chief for the Palestinian territory
Wael Al-Dahdouh on Jan 24, 2024.




2

HKuwaib=se

Estaldisk

Local

Friday, January 26, 2024

Palestinian surgeon recounts Zionist
war horrors after returning from Gaza

Ruthless Gaza bombing wiping out entire neighborhoods

By Passant Hisham

KUWAIT: Ghassan Abu Sitta, a plastic surgeon special-
izing in conlflict injuries, recalled the overwhelming lerror
that he witnessed while volunteering in Gaza hospitals
since the beginning of the Zionist aggression, al a sym-
posium hosted by the Kuwait Committee for Jerusalem
on Wednesday. Abu Silla, who was born in Kuwail and is
based in London, started recounting how he spent his days
trying to save the people of Gaza, mostly at Al-Ahli Baptist
Hospital and Al-Shifa Medical Complex. According to him,
the Zionist entity’s ruthless Gaza bombing not only slarted
by killing people and destroying buildings, but completely
wiping out entire neighborhoods.

“Since the viclory of Oclober 7, I saw a cruel war com-
ing, but I never expected it to become a genocidal war,”
he said, lamenting how people’s lives were very easily lost.
“We could smell the decomposing dead bodies trapped
under the buildings,” Abu Silta said. He vividly described
how the massive bombings resulled in severe injuries in
victims who were transferred by countless numbers of
ambulances arriving at the hoqpllal every one Lo two min-
utes, carrying more than six patients in each, exceeding
the 600-bed capacity of Al-Shifa, the largest hospital in
Gaza. Abu Sitta noted the highest rate of casualties was
among children, most of whom also lost their parents in
the conflict. “This was the moment I realized that this war
was unlike any war that [ have ever wilnessed before,”
he said, referring to multiple war zones he has worked in,
including Syria, Yemen, Iraq and Lebanon.

Abu Sitta spoke of the deadly weapons the Zionists
used against Palestinians, resulling in injuries thal were
beyond their expectations, referring to Hellfire missiles,
which “disintegrate into shards of metal that cause the
largest possible number of injuries and amputations”.
The use of deadly weapons extended to the phosphorus
shells, which he explained cause deep chemical burns
from the surface of the body until the internal organs.

“Just like a drill, the phosphorus substance keeps pen-
etrating to the deepest parts of the body, reaching tissues,
bones and even the inteslines,” he said. Dealing with these
types of wounds was very challenging during operations,
as whenever the wound got exposed to air, the phos-
phorus ignited spontaneously as it reacted with oxygen.

Kuwait building
bridges of cultural
cooperation

CAIRO: An official al the Kuwait Ministry of Infor-
malion confirmed on Thursday the ministry’s keen-
ness to build bridges of cooperation and cultural
communication with the Gulf and Arab countries.
This came in a stalement made by Asrar Al-Dosa-
ri Lo the Kuwail News Agency (KUNA) during the
Cairo International Book Fair in its 55th session,
which launched its activities on Wednesday under
the slogan “We create knowledge. We are reading
the word” at the Egypt Center for international ex-
hibitions in Cairo.

Al-Dosari said that the Ministry of Information is
proactive in supporting Arab culture and is keen to
participate in various international exhibitions, es-
pecially the Cairo International Book Fair, which is
one of the largest exhibitions in the Arab world. The
Ministry, represented by the press, publishing, and
publications sectors, is participating in the exhibition
with a set of distinguished old and modern publica-
tions, as well as books by Kuwaili authors that were
distributed to the public to support culture and intel-
lectual awareness at the Arab world level.

In this regard, she explained that the most prom-
inent of these issues are the stories of the constitu-
tion of Kuwail, men from the history of Kuwail, and
birds in the Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad nature reserve,
in addition Lo books in Arabic and English that tell
the history of Kuwait and tourist and entertainment
places in the country. She praised the wide partici-
pation in the exhibition and the outstanding turnout
for the Kuwail Pavilion, stressing the keenness of the
Egyptian public to acquire valuable Kuwaiti books
and publications.

On Wednesday, Egyptian Prime Minister Dr.
Mustafa Madbouly opened the 55th edition of the
Cairo International Book Fair, which kicked off on
January 25 and will continue until February 6 with
the participation of 1,200 publishing houses from
70 countries. Kuwait participates in the Cairo Inter-
national Book Fair with distinctive pavilions of the
Ministry of Information, the National Council for
Culture, Arts, and Letters, and the research center.
And Kuwaili studies, in addition to a large number of
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Abu Sitta addresses the media in the rubble of Al-Ah-
li Baptist Hospital.

During the operation, the surgeon’s assistant had to keep
pouring water to stop the fire,” Abu Sitta said.

Day by day, with the constant bombing of hospitals,
increasing number of casuallies and scarcity of medi-
cal resources, the situation got worse. “Only two op-
eralion rooms were [unclioning, and we were just lwo
surgeons there in front of more than 500 cases,” Abu
Silta recalled. Unfortunately, many of these cases were
left untreated for more than four days, which resulted in
infections in their wounds, causing blood poisoning and
eventually leading Lo death, he said.

Even the cases that were treated under very harsh
conditions, as when the wound healing malerial ran out,
the doctors replaced it with vinegar and used dishwash-
ing detergents to clean the wounds. Not only this, but they
also ran out of drugs and painkillers. “It was the loughest
moment in my career hislory, as [ was left with no choice
but to conduct surgical operations on children and adults
without giving them anesthesia, because the other option
was to leave them to die.”

Even after the surgery, their pain was never relieved,
as the only painkiller available was paracetamol, which
was not effective enough. Following intense bombing of
hospilals of Gaza, Al-Ahli Baptist Hospital and Al-Shifa
Medical Complex stopped functioning completely and
turned into mass graves, Abu Silta noted.

With the lack of basic resources, including food and
water, malnutrition took over. So, if people didn't die from
the bombings or the ineffeclive medical trealment, they

Kuwaiti-Turkish

Friendship Group
holds talks

ANKARA: The delegation of the Parliamentary
Friendship Group (Kuwaiti-Turkish) headed by
MP Mohammed Al-Mutairi met on Thursday with
its counterpart friendship group in Ankara at the
building of the Turkish Grand National Assembly
with the participation of MPs Abdullah Al-Enezi,
Dr. Falah Al-Hajri, and the Ambassador of Kuwail Lo
Turkey, Wael Al-Enezi.

Al-Mutairi said in a statement to the Kuwait
News Agency (KUNA) after the meeling that the
two sides stressed the need to raise the level of
trade exchange and the volume of mutual invest-
ments, economic and defense cooperation, espe-
cially as the two countries celebrate the 60th anni-
versary of the establishment of diplomatic relations
between them and their association with about 62
agreements covering all areas of cooperation.

Al-Mutairi emphasized the depth of relationships.
He pointed to the appreciation of the Turkish side
and recalled the solidarity of Kuwait’s leadership
and people with Turkey following the devastat-
ing earthquake that struck the city of Gaziantep in
February last year and the launch of an urgent relief

Audience attending the symposium.

% GAZA: Palestlmans use a donkey-pulled cart to transport some of their belongings as they flee Khan Yunis
toward Rafah further south in the Gaza Strip, on January 25, 2024. — AFP

were going to die from malnutrition, especially during the
cold weather conditions that resulted in the spread of dis-
cases, Abu Silta said. This is when it dawned on him that
the point of the war was not for the sake of any political
victory, but to transform Gaza into an uninhabitable place
during and after the war.

“Basically, the Zionists’ plan is to achieve with a
ceaselire whalt they failed to achieve in war. They only
use it as a chance to continue the slow killing,” he said.
Over time, the situation escalated to entire families be-
ing wiped out of the civil registry, Abu Silta said. With
that being said, and despite all attempts by the Zionist
entity to defeat the resistance of Palestinian people, he
was impressed by how they stood together in solidarity
against death and helped one another amid the despair
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and lack of resources. He referred to moments where
people didn't hesitate to share with others the last piece
of bread or even the last medication pill.

Abu Sitta recalled being touched by a painful memo-
ry of a three-year-old boy who lost both his parents and
was Loo young lo recognize his own name. “I saw him
sleeping in the arms of a woman who was feeding him
just like her other kids. I learned later she adopted him
withoul even knowing his name.” Alfter 43 days ol en-
during these condilions, Abu Silla made the decision Lo
return to his family in the UK, as he could no longer bear
conducting such ineffective operations. “When I got out
of the boundaries of the Palestinian health system for the
first time, I could clearly see that the life that I knew in
this place has ceased to exist,” he said.

B G BRI

ANKARA: Kuwaiti and Turkish delegatlons hold a meeting on Thursday in Ankara to raise the level of trade
exchange and the volume of mutual investments.— KUNA photos

campaign by Kuwait (Kuwait is next to you) under
the directives of His Highness the lale Amir Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

He said that the Kuwaiti delegation urges Turkish
companies to invest directly in Kuwait. Al-Mutairi
added that the Kuwaiti and Turkish sides stressed
the importance of stopping the crimes of Zionist oc-

cupation in the Gaza Strip and in occupied Pales-
line and holding the Zionisl entily accountable. The
delegation of the Parliamentary Friendship Group
also met with the head of the Investment Office of
the Turkish presidency, where the delegation dis-
cussed economic relations, raising the level of trade
exchange, and investment opportunities. — KUNA
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Jaber Hospital following latest
protocols in internal medicine

Conference sheds light on the latest medical developments

KUWAIT: Dr Huda Al-Sahhaf, Consultant of In-
ternal Medicine and Clinical Hematology at Jaber
Al-Ahmad Hospital, confirmed the hospital’s keen-
ness o present the latest scientific findings in the
fields of internal medicine treatment and its special-
ties according to the latest international protocols.
Dr Al-Sahhaf said in her speech during the open-
ing of the first annual scientific conference of Jaber
Al-Ahmad Hospital on Thursday that the two-day
conference attracted a number of experts and shed
light on the latest medical developments in internal
medicine and its specialties that will improve the
medical system in Kuwail.

The conference includes 11 workshops dealing
with practical clinical aspects to help doctors prac-
lice their jobs and refine their skills through direct
discussion with other experts. The conference is the
culmination of dedication, experience, and a joint
commilment lo advancing the boundaries of inter-
nal medicine. She pointed out the importance of the
conference and its role in raising medical awareness
about the latest developments in internal medicine.

Participants discussed the latest developments in
internal medicine and exchanged experience through
scientific sessions and medical lectures on the im-
portance of early treatment and diagnosis. They also
discussed the latest developments in the treatment
of internal diseases and reviewed the opinions of
a number of consultants o raise awareness among
health practitioners.

The conference sheds light on a number of themes
on various diseases and presents the latest devel-
opments in techniques and methods of treatment
in internal medicine, addressing the comprehensive
care model and health transformation plans for treat-
ment programs. Dr. Al-Sahhaf talked about the role
of Jaber Hospital in treating many cases of internal
diseases through international treatment protocols

Kuwait, Britain
mark 125 years of
diplomatic ties

KUWAIT: This week marks 125 years since eslab-
lishment of the 1899 Anglo-Kuwaili agreement, a
protectorate agreement launching decades of dip-
lomatic relations, cooperation and strategic part-
nership. In honor of the momentous event, the two
governments dubbed 2024 the year of Kuwaiti-Brit-
ish Partnership, as per an agreement signed on the
sidelines of an official visit by HH the Amir Sheikh
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, then Crown
Prince, to the United Kingdom in August 2023.

A joint statement issued by both countries’ for-
eign ministries on Thursday highlighted the expo-
nential growth of the deeply-rooted relations over
the course of 125 years; years marked with support
and cooperation in the face of regional and global
challenges, and in defense of common values. This
vear is an opportunity to reflect on achievements,
including investment relationships, embodied in the
establishment of the Kuwait Investment Office 70
years ago, as well as the delense of the terrilorial
integrity of Kuwait in the First Gulf War.

The two nations are setting out to augment
current and future cooperation through high-lev-
el visits, events, initiatives and promotion of cul-
tural and educational exchange. “Key areas of
focus for cooperation will include trade and in-
vestmenl, delense, cyber securily, education, cul-

at the highest level, especially since the hospital is
the largest in the Middle East and covers all internal
diseases, surgery, and most specialties.

For his part, Consultant Endocrinologist and Di-
abetes and Head of the Endocrinology Unit at Jaber
Al-Ahmad Hospital, Dr. Thamer Al-Issa, said that
the conference includes many medical specialties,
including respiratory diseases, asthma, chronic dis-
eases, diabeles, and endocrinology. Dr. Al-Issa add-
ed that diabetes is one of the diseases prevalent in
Kuwait. In addition to the associated diseases, com-
plications, and treatment methods, the conference
witnessed specialized lectures that highlighted med-
ical recommendations, specifically in the specialty of
endocrinology.

Specialist in diabetes and endocrinology at Jaber
Hospital, Dr. Nawal Al-Otaibi, said in her speech that
Kuwait has recently witnessed the spread of the use
of injections and their excellent effectiveness in re-
ducing sugar levels and weight, but medical advice
musl be oblained before the usage due Lo the side
effects. Al-Otaibi explained that this drug is useful
for patients with diabetes and overweight.

She pointed to the development of cholester-
ol ltreatments lo include a needle taken every two
weeks instead of pills, which were provided by the
Ministry of Health, pointing to their positive effects
in reducing cholesterol levels as well as the lack of
side effects.

The head of the educational commitlee at Jaber
Al-Ahmad Hospital, Dr. Huda Al-Baloul, said that a
committee was established in 2022 to provide med-
ical lectures to doctors in various specialties. Al-Ba-
loul pointed out that the committee is the first of its
kind in Kuwail and aims primarily to shed light on
post-COVID developments and associated discas-
es, including clinical ulcers, surgeries, bleeding, and
strokes—KUNA

British Minister of State for the Middle East Lord
Tariq Ahmed

ture and international development ... key foreign
policy issues which underpin mutual security and
prosperity, as well as shared challenges and op-
portunities that are emerging in our ever-chang-
ing world,” read the statement.

Furthermore, the statement expressed ea-
gerness of both countries for the soon-to-be-
launched Electronic Travel Authorization (ETA)
to replace its visa waiver predecessor and make
travel to the UK more accessible than ever. Cy-
ber security and defense is another field the two
are looking forward to amplifying cooperation on
with the UK’s help in establishing the National
Cyber Security Center in Kuwait.

Deputy Foreign Minister Sheikh Jarrah Jaber
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah spoke of Kuwait’s pride in the
steadfast relations between the two nations, under-
lining their intent on bolstering these lies. He also

Center recycles
waste to preserve
environment

KUWAIT: The Director General of the Scientif-
ic Center, Musaed Al-Yassin, said on Thursday
that the center is keen on sorting and recycling
waste products like electronic, paper, and oth-
er conlainers so as to preserve the environment.
Al-Yassin stated that the recycling program at
the center is one of the basic programs Lo reduce
the problem of plastic pollution and educate the
community about its dangers, especially for ma-
rine organisms.

He stressed that the center works with vari-
ous authorities in the country to preserve the
environment and implement suslainable devel-

opment goals by spreading environmental cul-
ture through recycling programs and waste in-
vestment to achieve an economic return for the
country. Al-Yassin explained that the center (es-
Lablished in 2020) is a model enlitled “The Last
Catch”—just like the famous Kuwaiti Zubaidi
fish—to collect plastic bottles and then recycle
them, in a step to protect the environment from
the danger of plastic pollution.

He pointed out that this model was carried
out in cooperation with Kuwaiti artist Jassim
Al-Nashmi as part of the center’s sustainabil-
ity program, which includes community initia-
tives that promote environmental preservation
and raise awareness about the effects of pollu-
tion. Plastic bottles are collected inside the fish
model and are regularly removed in partnership
between the scientific center and a local recy-
cling company, Al-Yassin said. After collecting
the bottles, the specialized company sorts, cuts,
washes, and divides them into plastic granules

Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah

took note of the upcoming events to take place this
year, indicatling that this has been brought forth
by HH the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah’s last visit to the UK.

Similarly, British Minister of State for the Middle
East, North Africa, South Asia, Commonwealth and
United Nations, Lord Tariq Ahmad of Wimbledon,
voiced the UK’s pride in these durable relations,
saying that this year is a thrilling opportunity to re-
flect on the past 125 years and to look forward to
stimulating future cooperation. On a personal level,
Lord Ahmad stated that he is looking forward to
visiting Kuwait next month as part of the UK-Ku-
wail Joint Steering Group meetings alongside
Sheikh Jarrah. The British minister also expressed
his complete confidence that the exceptional rela-
tions between the two nations will continue to ex-
pand over the next 125 years and beyond. — KUNA

ready for use in olher
industries such as bags,
pipes, and others, as
well as exporling some
of them outside the
country, he said.

Al-Yassin  stressed
that the cleanliness of
the environment and the
seas and their freedom
from plastics is a global
goal, pointing out that
“recycling waste and
combating pollution has
become an international requirement because
of the greal danger these malerials pose to the
seas and oceans.” He stressed the need to spread
environmental culture and community awareness
about the importance of preserving the environ-
ment from pollution and combating it through
various means. — KUNA

Dr Thamer Al-Issa

Armed forces
Lo carry out
shooling training

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti armed forces announced
that the ground force will carry out coastal shooling
training with live ammunition in Sabiya and Boubyan
from January 28 Lo 30, from six in the morning until
six in the evening. The Directorate of Moral Guid-
ance and Public Relations of the Army urged cilizens
and residents not to approach the area during the
announced period in order to ensure the safety of
everyone. — KUNA
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KRCS underlines
the importance
of media

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Red Crescent Society
(KRCS) has stressed the importance of the media
in supporting the society’s humanitarian and vol-
untary efforts, delivering its message to the public,
and mobilizing support for its various activities.
Vice Chairman of the Board of Directors of the
Society, Anwar Al-Hassawi, said on Thursday, on
the sidelines of the visit of the delegation of the
Department of Foreign Media at the Ministry of
Information to the Societly, that the Kuwait Red
Crescent realized the importance of media in hu-
manitarian work by conveying and communicating
the suffering of the afflicted.

Al-Hassawi also pointed to the importance of the
media in conveying a bright image of humanitarian
work in Kuwait and focusing attention on the fol-
low-up of humanitarian and charitable activities. He
added that the association also contributed to broad-
casling media messages that convey a true image of
Kuwaiti charitable work through the issuance of pub-
lications and also through social media engines.

He stressed the importance of media work and
its impact on raising the level of awareness of
members of society, especially in the modern era,
pointing out that the media enlighten and transfer
correct information. He explained that the media
did not fail to cover the activities of the associ-
ation and its humanitarian and relief efforts, ex-
tending his deep thanks and appreciation to them.
Al-Hassawi indicated that the media delegation
was briefed on the mechanisms of work in the var-
ious departments of the association and the hu-
manitarian work it carries out.

For her part, Director of Foreign Media Affairs
al the Ministry of Information, Aisha Al-Asousi,
praised the humanitarian and relief role played by
the Kuwait Red Crescent Sociely at all local and
international levels. Al-Asousi said that the media
plays an important role in voluntary and charitable
work in raising awareness, mobilizing support and
donations, disseminating information, and creating
a sense of community belonging around the issue.
She stressed the keenness of the Ministry of Infor-
mation to consolidate bilateral relations with the
Kuwait Red Crescent and the importance of the hu-
manitarian work it carries out to help those affected
by natural or man-made disasters.

Photo of the day

KUWAIT: Aerial photo shows Jaber Al-Ahmad International Stadium. Jaber Al-Ahmad International Stadium is a multi-purpose stadium. Completed in 2009, it is
used mostly for football matches and athletics. The stadium has a capacity of 60,000 seated spectators, the building is constructed in 4 levels, with 54 corporate
boxes and a parking lot with a 6,001-car capacity. The stadium was named after late Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Charity work: Bright face of Kuwait

A history of distinguished initiatives

Minister of Social Affairs, Family Affairs, and Child-
hood Sheikh Feras Saud Al-Malik Al-Sabah

KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs, Family Af-
fairs, and Childhood Sheikh Feras Saud Al-Ma-
lik Al-Sabah said on Thursday that the history of
Kuwaiti charitable work has expanded the hori-
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zons through ils performance, ideas, proposals,
and distinguished initiatives, describing it as “the
bright face of the country.” This came in a slale-
ment by Sheikh Feras Al-Sabah on the sidelines
of the closing ceremony of the Khalid Al-Issa Al-
Saleh Award for Excellence in Charitable Work in
its fourth session, organized by the Federation of
Kuwaiti Charitable Societies and Institutions, and
in the presence of a number of humanitarian bodies
from inside and outside the country.

“The award seeks to promote charitable work in
the country. It contributes to the advancement and
development of works in associations as an incentive
and path to excellence,” the minister added, calling,
at the same time, to work to overcome obstacles and
promote charitable work. The minister expressed
his happiness with the participation of humanitarian
charitable organizations from the Gulf Cooperation
Council countries and the sponsorship of the Gener-
al Secrelarial of the Gulf Cooperation Council, rep-
resenled by the Executive Office of the Council of
Ministers of Affairs and Ministers of Labor, in order
to achieve leadership and universality of the award.

He also extended his thanks and appreciation to
the sponsor of the ceremony, Khaled Issa Al-Saleh,
for his sponsorship and support for this award, and
to the Union of Associations and Institutions for the
distinguished preparation and organization of the
award. For his part, the President of the Union of
Kuwaiti Charitable Societies and Institutions, Secre-
Llary-General of the Award, Nasser Al-Ajmi, said that
the award witnessed the participation of all GCC
countries. The categories were divided evenly in or-
der to provide transparency and equal opportunities.

Al-Ajmi explained that the number of participants
in the fourth edition increased, reaching 48 charities
from inside and outside Kuwait, pointing out that this
is an indication of the keenness of charitable organi-
zations to improve their performance. The award is

Khaled Issa Al-Saleh

divided into two parts: the first (the performance of
distinguished institutions) and the second (e-leader-
ship) because of their great impact on the level of
humanitarian work.

The Director of the Department of Social Affairs
in the Executive Office of the Council of Ministers of
Social Affairs in the Gulf Cooperation Council (Gen-
eral Secretariat), Dr. Saleh Al-Ghadhouri, confirmed
Lo KUNA that Kuwail enjoys a distinguished role and
position in humanitarian work. Al-Ghadhouri added
that the participation of the executive office comes
from “the lofty humanitarian idea of the award, which
is al the hearl of our goals.”

He revealed a future idea initiated by Kuwait and
Bahrain concerning coordinating charitable work at
the level of the GCC countries in a legal and orga-
nized manner under the auspices of the Ministers of
Development and Social Affairs in the GCC coun-
tries. He pointed out that the Ministry has taken it
upon itself to present a clear strategy for the future
charitable project. — KUNA

Participants take a group photo after the event. — KUNA photos
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India rolls out red carpet for Macron
as France eyes lucrative trade deals

Trip will consolidate and deepen diplomatic and economic relations: Macron

JAIPUR: President Emmanuel Macron was given
a red carpet reception in India on Thursday with
a welcome parade of elephants, as France eyes lu-
cralive deals with the world’s fifth-largest economy.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is to host Macron
for a banquet in a 19th-century maharaja’s palace
on Thursday evening, and on l¥iday he will be the
chief guest at a colourful military march-past with
massed ranks of tanks, camel cavalry and a fighter
jet fly-past.

India’s foreign ministry says New Delhi and Paris
are “strategic partners”, while the French presidency
says the trip will “consolidate and deepen diplomatic
and economic relations”. Western democracies have
concerns aboul human rights in India, their differenc-
es over the war in Ukraine and New Delhi’s close ties
with Moscow—its key military supplier. But the Unit-
ed States and its European allies are courting India as
a military and economic counterweight to China.

France hopes to build on its military contracts af-
ter the Indian defence ministry purchased French-
made Rafale fighter jets and Scorpene-class sub-
marines in multibillion-dollar deals. Macron—who,
according to Indian media, is coming after US Pres-
ident Joe Biden was unable to take up an invite—is
also hoping Irance can sell six EPR nuclear reactors.

With a red flower garland around his neck, Ma-
cron shook hands with cheering schoolchildren wav-
ing flags of both nations after landing in Jaipur, in
Rajasthan state. “We want to have more Indian stu-
dents in France,” he said.

‘Peace and securily’
Modi was guest ol honour al France’s annual
Bastille Day celebrations last July, and Macron is
to receive a similar welcome. Paris and New Delhi

Russia jails nationalist
critic Girkin for 4 years

collaborate on space and satellite technology, and
the French delegation includes astronaut Thom-
as Pesquet. The visit included a stop at Jaipur’s
18th-century Jantar Manlar astronomical obser-
vation site.

On Friday, Macron will watch a military parade
in New Delhi for Republic Day, the 75th anni-
versary of India’s conslitution. Just as Indian sol-
diers marched down the streets of Paris in 2023, a
French contingent will join the military spectacle,
as French-built jets roar overhead.

India is “a key partner in contributing to inter-
national peace and security”, the French presiden-
cy said ahead of the visil. Last year, Macron visited
neighbouring Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, and also
took a Pacific trip aimed al “recommilling” France Lo
the wider Asia-Pacific region. The French president
was last in India for the G20 summit in September.

‘No taboo subjects’

Rights issues will also be discussed. Journalists,
activists and religious minorities have complained
of harassment since Modi’s Hindu nationalist gov-
ernment took power in 2014, with accusations of
rising religious intolerance lowards the countlry’s
Muslim minority.

Modi’s government has been accused of slifling
independent media, with India falling 21 places to 161
out of 180 countries in Reporters Without Borders’
press freedom index since Modi took office a decade
ago. French journalist Vanessa Dougnac was told
this month that she is facing expulsion after more
than two decades in India for what authorities have
termed “malicious and critical” reporting.

The visit also comes days after Modi opened
a Hindu temple, built on grounds where a mosque

-

JAIPUR: India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi (R) and France’s President Emmanuel Macron embrace
during a visit at the Janta Mantar observatory in Jaipur on January 25, 2024. — AFP

stood for centuries before it was torn down in 1992
by Hindu zealots incited by members of his party.
Modi said the temple heralded a “new era” for India
after a ceremony that embodied the triumph of his
muscular Hindu nationalist politics, galvanising loy-
alists ahead of eleclions this year.

MOSCOW: Russian nationalist and
ex-rebel commander Igor Girkin,
whose pro-Moscow militants sparked
a decade-long armed conflicl in east
Ukraine, was jailed for four years
Thursday after repeatedly crilicising
the Kremlin.

Girkin, who also goes by the pseud-
onym “Strelkov”, was instrumental
in fomenting the conflict between
Kremlin-backed separatists and Kyiv’s
armed forces in Ukraine’s Donbas re-
gion in 2014. The Moscow City Court
said it had found the 53-year-old guilty
of “public calls to carry out extremist
activities”, and that he would serve his
sentence in a general regime colony.

“l serve the Fatherland!” Girkin
yelled oul after the verdicl was read
oul. His followers had gathered oul-
side the court earlier. He was arrested
last year on “extremism” charges af-
ter months of public attacks on Rus-
sia’s military leaders and President
Vladimir Putin, whom he chided for
nol pushing a more aggressive offen-
sive against Ukraine.

Girkin had called Putin an “old id-
jol” and said “the country will not
survive another six years of this cow-
ardly mediocrity in power” in some of
his final social media posts before his
arrest. His sharp criticism, published
daily in hours-long video blogs on his
social media channels, was tolerated

by the authorities for months, even as
the Kremlin’s liberal opponents were
handed severe jail sentences for going
against the campaign.

But the mood in Moscow changed
after Wagner commander Yevgeny
Prigozhin and hundreds of his troops
launched an aborted mutiny last June
to oust Russia’s military leadership.
Girkin’s arrest was a high-profile
demonstration that Russia was reining
in the nationalist critics.

‘Dubious’ extremist

Behind bars in pre-trial detention,
he mounted a doomed campaign to
run against Putin in March’s presi-
dential elections, doubling down on
his anti-Kremlin position. In an inter-
view with Russian media from jail, he
said the country had “entered a pe-
riod of acute instability” and faced
“imminent catastrophe”. Girkin had
cultivated an image as the key fig-
ure behind Moscow’s initial military
foray into Ukraine in 2014. Moscow
annexed the Crimean peninsula that
year following a pro-European revo-
lution in Kyiv that toppled the coun-
try’s Moscow-{riendly president.

Girkin, a former FSB officer, formed
and commanded Moscow-backed
forces in Donbas, marshalling troops
out of a base in the captured city of
Sloviansk. There, he reportedly or-
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MOSCOW: Miroslava Reginskaya, wife of Igor Girkin (Strelkov), the former top
military commander of the self-proclaimed “Donetsk People’s Republic” and na-
tionalist blogger, appears outside the Moscow City Court building after Girkin’s
verdict hearing in Moscow on January 25, 2024. — AFP

dered executions for minor crimes
such as pelty theft.

Convicted over Flight MH17

He was one of three men sentenced
by a court in the Netherlands last
year o life imprisonment in absentia
for the shooting down of Malaysian
Airlines plane MHI7 over eastern
Ukraine in July 2014. Some 298 peo-
ple were killed when a missile fired
from rebel-held territory hit the jel.
The Kremlin has always denied its
involvement and refused to extradite
Girkin to the Netherlands.

“In the West, I have already been
recognised as a terrorist... and in my
homeland, 1 have the dubious notori-
ely as an extremisl,” he said alter his

arresl. He left eastern Ukraine shorlly
after MHI7 was downed, becoming a
ultra-nationalist blogger and backer of
the hardline “Novorossiya” ideology
that called for Russia Lo subsume vast
swathes of Ukraine.

When Russia sent troops into
Ukraine on February 24, 2022 he said
the entire country needed to be cap-
tured in a “swilt and decisive victory”.
Bul within days he had become disillu-
sioned al what he called Russia’s “major
mistakes”, turning into an unflinching
critic of how Moscow was prosecuting
the offensive. He wanted Russia’s entire
political system to be put on a hard-
ened military fooling and for signifi-
canlly more men and resources lo be
thrown at the campaign. — AFP

S Korean ruling
party MP attacked
in street: Yonhap

SEOUL: A South Korean ruling party lawmaker
was struck on the head with a rock by an unidenti-
fied assailant on a street in Seoul’s upscale Gangnam
district on Thursday, Yonhap news agency reported.
Bae Hyun-jin, 40, was hospitalised at Soon Chun
Hyang University Hospital in Seoul and her condition
was nol life-threatening, the medical inslitution said.

The lawmaker was bleeding before being trans-
ferred to the hospital in the South Korean capital,
Yonhap said, adding she was struck on the back of
her head. The attack comes just weeks after op-
position party leader Lee Jae-myung was stabbed
in the neck while talking to reporters in the port
cily of Busan.

Park Seok-gyu, a doctor at the Seoul hospital
where Bae was being lreated, said medical staff used
a stapler to perform two sutures o treal a one-cen-
timetre scalp injury. “Currently, it's not a situation
where there is a greal deal of concern, but still, it is
a situation that requires some monitoring,” Park told
reporters, adding the lawmaker was experiencing
swelling of the head and anxiely.

The male assailant, who allegedly asked Bae her
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SEOUL: A man watches a television screen show-
ing a news broadcast with a file footage of South
Korean ruling People Power Party’s lawmaker Bae
Hyun-jin, at a railway station in Seoul on January
25, 2024. Bae was struck on the head with a rock on
a street in Seoul’s upscale Gangnam district, by an
unidentified assailant. — AFP

name before assaulting her, was arrested by police
at the scene of the attack, said Yonhap. He report-
edly claimed he was 15 vears old. Local broadcaster
Y'TN aired an image that showed what appeared to
be blood slains on the ground.

Bae, a former news anchor, was President Yoon
Suk Yeol's spokeswoman when he was the presi-
dent-elect. The ruling People Power Party’s interim

chief Han Dong-hoon visited Bae at the hospital on
Thursday night and told reporters that the incident
should “never have happened”. Bae Hyun-jin asked
him to “tell the public not to worry too much” as she
was “overcoming the siluation well”, Han said.

‘Political terrorism’

Opposition leader Lee underwent surgery after
he was slabbed on January 2 and returned Lo work
around two weeks later. In a statement, ruling party
spokesman Park Jung-ha expressed “serious con-
cern about the renewed violence and political ter-
rorism in this chaotic era filled with extreme politics
and politics of hatred”.

“Extremist acts of violence are never acceplable
under any circumstances.” The opposition Demo-
cralic Parly condemned Thursday’s allack against
Bae as “political terrorism that threatens democra-
cy”. “It is an attack on democracy,” the party said
in a statement.

South Korea is generally a sale country, with a
murder rate of 1.3 per 100,000 people in 2021, ac-
cording to official statistics. The global average is six
homicide deaths per 100,000 people, according to
the World Health Organization. Several high-pro-
file South Korean politicians have been attacked in
public in recent years. Song Young-gil, who led the
Democralic Party before Lee, was struck in the head
with a blunt object in 2022. In 2006, politician Park
Geun-hye, who later became president in 2013, was
allacked with a knife at a rally. — AFP

Macron is slated to visit a Muslim Sufi shrine
in New Delhi’s Nizamuddin West neighbourhood
during his visit. “There are no taboo subjects”, a
Irench presidential adviser said ahead of the trip.
“But the goal is to discuss them with respect and
with the aim of achieving concrete results”. — AFP

Blinken sees growing
partner in Angola on
African democracies

LUANDA: US Secrelary of State Antony Blinken
sought to reinforce a growing partnership with An-
gola on Thursday, promoting a major infrastructure
project and coordinating on conflict mediation, as he
capped a tour of African democracies.

Blinken had also visited Nigeria, Ivory Coasl and
Cape Verde on a week-long trip meant to demon-
strate a sustained US interest in the continent, as Chi-
na and Russia gain influence and the Zionist-Hamas
war consumes Washinglon’s allention.

Once a Marxist slate battling US-backed rebels
in the Cold War, Angola has transitioned into an oil-
rich democracy and works increasingly closely with
the United States. In the capital Luanda, Blinken re-
viewed what he called faster-than-expected work
on the Lobito Corridor, the most ambitious US in-
frastructure project on a continent where China has
gone on a building blitz in its search for resources.

“This project has genuinely transformative poten-
tial for this nation, for this region and, I would argue,
for the world,” Blinken said. The corridor aims to
connect landlocked Zambia, which has been held up
by Washinglon as a model of democracy, as well as
the resource-rich but underdeveloped Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC), to Angola’s Atlantic port
of Lobito. The United States has committed to fund
1,300 kilometres (800 miles) of rail and is working
with partners including multinational lenders to ex-
pand the project eventually to Tanzania, connecting
the Atlantic and Indian Oceans.

The route will transport resources critical to the
global economy including copper and cobalt, a vi-
tal component of smartphones. Blinken also toured a
gleaming new science museum where he promoted
another US initiative that will bring resilient seeds,
including potentially genetically modified ones, to
developing countries.

Standing in front of a table of yams and cassava,
Blinken—who two days carlier visited a rice proj-
ecl in Ivory Coasl—said thal traditional African
seeds are “incredibly nutritious, and they can now be
made even more resistant to the ravages of climate
change”. “Then we gel to the point where Africa is
feeding itsell and, indeed, probably feeding other
parts of the world,” he said.

President Joe Biden has vowed to prioritise Al-
rica but failed to live up to a promise to visit last
year. Blinken told reporters that Biden still wanted to
come, but acknowledged the tlight schedule with US
elections later this year. Contact with African leaders
remains robust. Blinken held an extended meeting in
Luanda with Angolan President Joao Lourenco, who
mel Biden at the White House just two months ago.

In contrast with China’s approach, Blinken gen-
tly raised internal politics in Angola, saying he dis-
cussed the importance of holding local-level elec-
tions, which remain absent in Angola and for which
the opposiltion has pressed. He also called for a
grealer opening to independent media and wel-
comed the opening of a second journalism school
in Angola as “an important and positive trajectory”.
Many Africans have voiced unease aboul the West
devoting billions of dollars in weapons to Ukraine
Lo defend against Russian invasion, fearing that de-
velopment is being taken off the agenda. — AFP
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Muslim shopfronts torn down in
Mumbai after religious clashes

Authorities aim at clearing illegal encroachments and easing pedestrian traffic

MUMBALI: Authorities in India’s financial capital
Mumbai have torn down several Muslim-owned
makeshift shopfronts after religious clashes sparked
by a divisive Hindu temple opened this week by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Minor clashes broke out Sunday in parts of Mum-
bai, including one incident where Hindus chanling
religious slogans passed through a Muslim neigh-
bourhood on the megacity’s outskirts. No serious
injuries were reported in the melee but by Tuesday,
authorities had called in excavators to knock down
more than a dozen shopfronts belonging to Muslims
in that locality, according to local media reports.

The following evening another 40 shopfronts
were knocked down on Mohammed Ali Road, a ma-
jor downtown thoroughfare and centre of local Mus-
lim commerce that had also seen weekend clashes.
“We were undertaking deep clearing of the road in
which some temporary hawkers and so forth were
removed,” a local municipal officer, who declined to
be named, told AFP on Thursday.

Numerous traders of all faiths often build make-
shift shopfronts out of canvas and wood to shield
their businesses and patrons from the city’s scorch-
ing sun and pounding monsoon rains. “I cannot fath-
om why this was done,” Abdul Haseeb Khan, owner
of a restaurant hit in the clearance drive, told AFP.

“If they didn’t want these structures here, they
should have informed us and we would have removed
it. This is no way to take action.” Municipal officials

French court to rule
on controversial
immigration bill

PARIS: France’s highest constitutional authorily is on
Thursday to issue a keenly awaited verdict on whether
an immigration bill adopted under pressure from the far
right is in line with the country’s basic law.

The bill is a flagship reform of President Emmanuel
Macron’s second term but its text, hardened under pres-
sure from the right, caused a revolt among lawmakers
from the ruling party. The proposed legislation makes
access Lo family reunification and social benefits lough-
er, introduces immigration quolas determined by parlia-
ment and includes measures for dual-national convicls
being stripped of their French nationality.

Trade unions and associations called for [resh pro-
tests on Thursday, after tens of thousands of people
took to the streets across France at the weekend. Inte-
rior Minister Gerald Darmanin, a champion of the bill,
has acknowledged that certain “measures are mani-
festly and clearly contrary to the constitution.”

In an effort to calm tensions and find a solution,
Macron submitted the legislation to the Constitutional
Council for review. Bul he also defended the bill, saying
it was needed Lo reduce illegal immigration and to fa-
cilitate the integration of documented arrivals.

The council has the power Lo strike out some or all
of the legislation if deemed out of step with the consti-
tution. French daily Le Monde said: “While a censure
of the entire law is considered unlikely, many experts
expect a partial censure.”

Dozens of NGOs have slammed what they de-
scribed as potentially the “most regressive” immigra-
tion law in decades. The bill comes as Macron seeks to

Hubble finds water
vapor in small
planel’s atmosphere

WASHINGTON: The Hubble Space Telescope has ob-
served the smallest planet outside our solar system to
contain water vapor in its atmosphere, a “landmark dis-
covery” that brings astronomy a step closer to charac-
lerizing Earth-like worlds.

At around twice Earth’s diameter, planet GJ 9827d
orbits a red dwarf star 97 light-years away in the con-
stellation Pisces, NASA and the European Space Agency
(ESA) said in statements on Thursday. The team behind
the finding are examining two scenarios: either the plan-
el is a “mini-Neptune” with a hydrogen-rich atmosphere
laced with water, or it’s a warmer version of Jupiter’s
moon Europa, which contains twice as much water as
Earth under its crust. “The planet GJ 9827d could be half
waler, half rock,” said Bjorn Benneke of the Universile de

Gazans wailing
for aid martyred...

Continued from Page 1

injured in his hand and leg. The casualties were
brought to Al-Shifa hospital in Gaza City, where bodies
were seen lying on the floor, an AFP journalist said.

The incident came a day after the United Nations
said tank shelling at a UN shelter in the southern city
ol KKhan Yunis, the current focus of the Zionist enlily’s
military campaign, killed 12 people. Khan Yunis — the
hometown of Hamas’ Gaza chief Yahya Sinwar, the sus-
pected mastermind of the Oct 7 attacks — faced relent-
less bombardments Thursday, an AFP journalist said.

Hamas, which has ruled Gaza since 2007, reported
fierce clashes in the center and west of the city, where
fighting has been inching closer to hospitals sheltering
thousands of displaced people. Its health ministry said
at least 50 people were killed in Khan Yunis over the
past 24 hours. Palestinians were fleeing I(han Yunis any
way they could, with belongings piled on cars, in don-
key-drawn carts, on tractors and on foot. “I don’t know
where I'm heading,” said Mousa Abu Youssef, explain-
ing he decided Lo leave the cily after tanks opened fire

told local media that the campaign was “routine”
and planned before Sunday’s clashes, and that it was
aimed al clearing illegal encroachments and easing
pedestrian traffic.

‘Bulldozer justice’

So-called “bulldozer justice” has been an increas-
ingly common tool of local officials in India to punish
suspected criminals by demolishing their property.
Rights groups have condemned the practice as an
unlawful exercise in collective punishment that dis-
proportionately largets the country’s Muslim mi-
norily. Aaker Patel of Amnesty International said in
a statement that this week’s drive in Mumbai rep-
resented a “policy of arbitrarily and punitively de-
molishing Muslim properties following episodes of
communal violence”.

Demolition drives have been employed in numer-
ous Indian states ruled by Modi’s Bharaliva Janala
Party (BJP) inrecent years against the homes of peo-
ple accused of participaling in anti-government pro-
tests. Muslims make up the bulk of those targeted in
the campaigns. Officials elsewhere in India custom-
arily say that the demolitions are lawful as they only
target buildings constructed without official approv-
al. That is disputed by victims, who say they are not
given the legally required notice period to dispute
demolition orders.

Sunday’s clashes happened on the eve of Mo-
di’s inauguration of a new Hindu temple to the deity

the facade of a shop near Minara Masjid. — AFP

Ram in the northern city of Ayodhya. Processions
in Mumbai had been celebrating the opening of the
shrine, which was built atop a centuries-old mosque
torn down by Hindu zealots in 1992 -- an incident

PARIS: Demonstrators hold banners reading “Paul Eluard highschool against racist laws and for human
rights of all” (L) and “no student is illegal, retreat of the immigration law” as they take part in a rally
against France’s recently adopted law on immigration, in Paris. -- AFP

curb the rapid rise of the far right, expected to make
considerable gains in European elections in June.

Some political observers have accused Macron of
seeking to pass the buck onto the Constitutional Coun-
cil, by submitting legislation he believes to be uncon-
stitutional. “It's a dangerous game because you can
never prejudge the Constitutional Council’s decision,
and because it dishonours the council and the con-
stitution,” said Jean-Philippe Derosier, a constitution-
al law experl. The Constitutional Council has already
regislered its displeasure, saying il is nol “a chamber of
appeal against the choices made by parliament.” While
the council is a legal body, it takes into account political
and social contexts.

The council consists ol nine members known as “les
sages” (“the wise ones”). Its president is Socialist Party
grandee and former prime minister Laurent Fabius. It

Montreal, who co-led the research. “And there would be
a lot of water vapor on top of some smaller rocky body.
Until now, we had not been able to directly detect the
atmosphere of such a small planet. And we're slowly get-
ling in this regime now,” he added.

Over a period of three years, Hubble observed the
planet during 11 transients, or events in which it crossed
in front of its star. During transients, starlight is filtered
through the planet’s atmosphere, allowing astronomers
Lo use Hubble’s instruments Lo analyze the patterns of
colors (wavelengths), which revealed the telltale signa-
ture of water molecules.

Even if GJ 9827d has a water-rich atmosphere, its hot,
Venus-like temperature of 800 degrees Fahrenheil (425
Celsius) would make it an uninhabitable steamy world.
Nevertheless, the Hubble discovery paves the way to fu-
ture study of GJ 9827d and similar planets, especially by
the James Webb Space Telescope, which can use its high
resolution infrared images Lo look for more atmospheric
molecules including carbon dioxide, and methane.

“Water on a planet this small is a landmark discovery,”
added co-leader Laura Kreidberg of Max Planck Insti-
tute for Astronomy in Germany. “It pushes closer than
ever to characterizing truly Earth-like worlds.” — AFP

close to him. “I've taken nothing with me, no blankets,
no sheets, no (tent) -- nothing at all.”

The Zionist entity’s relentless military offensive in
Gaza has killed at least 25,900 people, about 70 per-
cent of them women and children. Wednesday’s deadly
altack on a UN shelter saw two tank shells fired al a
building sheltering 800 people in Khan Yunis, accord-
ing to the United Nations.

On Thursday, the UN agency for Palestinian ref-
ugees (UNRWA) said the Zionist army had ordered
people taking refuge at the site to leave by Friday af-
ternoon. Thomas White, the Gaza director of UNRWA,
denounced “persistent attacks on civilian sites” in IChan
Yunis as “utterly unacceptable”.

Asked about the shelling, the Zionist army said “a
thorough review of the operations of the forces in the
vicinity is underway”. The Zionist military is the only
force known Lo have lanks operaling in the Gaza Strip.

Egypt and Qatar have acted as mediators in the
conflict, including in November, when a brief truce
agreement led to the release of 105 hostages. But
Netanyahu was allegedly caught on tape telling hos-
tages’ families this week that Qatar’s mediation was
“problematic”, blaming it for funding Hamas. The Gulf
state said it was “appalled” at the remarks, which “if
validated, are irresponsible and destructive to the ef-
forts to save innocent lives”. — AFP

is a rare situation in the history of the council, which
was established by the 1958 constitution that instituted
France’s Fifth Republic.

“Referring to the Constitutional Council is not a
shocking solution in itself,” said Anne Levade, an ex-
perl in public law. But it is “of course, a little more
shocking” when members of the government are
convinced of “the unconstitutionality of certain pro-
visions”, she added. Serge Slama, a public law pro-
fessor at the University of Grenoble-Alpes and critic
of the legislation, said the council had been “instru-
mentalised, trapped by the government”. Bruno Re-
tailleau, who presides over the Republicans group in
the Senate, said Thursday that in making its decision
the Constitutional Council should stick to the law.
“That’s the only way to avoid criticism,” he said on
France Inter radio. — AFP

Japan cralt made

successful pinpoint
Moon landing: JAXA

TOKYO: Japan’s “Moon Sniper” craft made a pin-
point lunar landing despite last-minute engine prob-
lems, the space agency said Thursday as it released
the first images from the mission. A photo taken by a
mini-rover showed the boxy yellow lander sitting in-
tact at a slight angle on the rocky grey surface, lunar
slopes rising in the distance. Saturday’s touchdown
made Japan only the fifth nation to achieve a soft lu-
nar landing, after the United States, the Soviet Union,
China and India.

The unmanned Smart Lander for Investigaling
Moon (SLIM) — dubbed the “Moon Sniper” for its
precision technology — had the goal of touching
down within 100 m of a specific landing spot on
a crater. That is much more precise than the usual
landing zone range that experts put at several kilo-
melers. “SLIM succeeded in a pinpoint soft land-
ing... the landing point is confirmed to be 55 meters
away [rom the target point,” space agency JAXA
said on Thursday.

The lander suffered engine problems during
its descent that may have knocked it off course,
Shinichiro Sakai, SLIM’s project manager, told re-
porters. Before that, the craft had been on track
to land even closer to its target. Problems with the
lightweight spacecraft’s solar batteries also meant
they were not generaling power.

Nearly three hours alter touchdown, JAXA decid-
ed to switch SLIM off with 12 percent power remain-
ing to allow for a possible resumption when the sun’s
angle changes. That could be in just a week because
the crafUs solar cells are facing wesl, the agency said.
“Based on current estimates, we are preparing for
the resumption of the probe’s operations by Febru-
ary 1,” JAXA said.

Walter resources
Mission control was able to download technical
and image data from its descent and the lunar sur-
face before powering down the craft. The mission
was aiming for a craler where the Moon’s mantle, the
usually deep inner layer beneath its crust, is believed

that sparked India’s most deadly sectarian riots since
independence. Local media outlets said at least 13
people had been arrested for participating in the
weekend clashes. — AFP

Suspect in deadly
South African
fire in court

JOHANNESBURG: A Johannesburg man who admit-
ted to selling fire to a crowded illegally-occupied hous-
ing block to cover up a death was charged Thursday
with arson and the murders of 76 people. The 30-year-
old suspect, Sithembiso Mdlalose, was denied bail and
remanded in custody pending further investigations. His
lawyer said Mdlalose would decide later whether or not
to plead innocent or guilty.

In August last year, a fire ripped through an aban-
doned building in downtown Johannesburg that was
housing dozens of families in appalling conditions.
Health officials later gave the final death toll as 77,
including 12 children. Infants were thrown from up-
per-storey windows and many adult victims were found
dead and incinerated, trapped against a security fence.

It was one of the worst urban fires in recent vears
anywhere in the world, and was dubbed a wake-up call
in South Africa, focusing concern on a housing safety
crisis in the country’s run-down inner cities. This week,
a man reporledly presented himsell before a commis-
sion of inquiry into the tragedy and confessed to caus-
ing the fire.

The suspect, a drug user with alleged ties o a crime
lord operating in the building, said that he had set a
fire to cover his tracks after strangling a man during
a bungled gangland punishment bealing, accord-
ing to an activist observing the inquiry. In court, the
suspect—a tall man in a khaki jacket and faded black
jeans—stood with his head bowed and hands behind
his back. The case was postponed until February 1 for
the state to verify Mdlalose’s address and South Afri-
can identity number. — AFP
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This handout photo released on Jan 25, 2024 shows an
image taken and transmitted by the transformable lunar
surface robot installed on the lunar module of the SLIM
mission after landing on the Moon on Jan 20. — AFP

Lo be exposed on the surface. By analyzing the rocks
there, JAXA hopes to shed light on the mystery
of the Moon’s possible water resources — key to
building bases there one day as possible stopovers
on the way to Mars.

Two probes detached successfully from SLIM
on Salurday: One with a transmilter and another
designed Lo trundle around the lunar surface beam-
ing images Lo Earth. This shape-shifting mini-rover,
slightly bigger than a tennis ball, was co-developed
by the firm behind the Transformer toys.

SLIM is one of several recent lunar missions by
governments and privale firms, 50 vyears after the
first human Moon landing. But technical problems
are rife and the United States faced two setbacks
this month in its ambitious Moon programs. Two pre-
vious Japanese lunar missions — one public and one
private — have also failed.

In 2022, the country unsuccesslully sent a lu-
nar probe named Omotenashi as part of the Unit-
ed States’s Artemis 1 mission. In April, Japanese
startup ispace tried in vain to become the first
private company to land on the Moon, losing
communication with its craft after what it de-
scribed as a “hard landing”. — AFP
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Hamas eyes post-war role in
Palestinian politics: Analysts

Hamas calls for rearrangement of Palestinian house and reform of PLO

DOHA: Hamas’s release of a polished document jus-
lifying its devaslaling Oclober 7 allacks shows the
Islamist group is positioning itself for a post-war po-
litical role, a senior official and analysts say. Following
the publication of “Our Narrative... Operation Al-Aq-
sa Flood” in measured, well-wrilten English and later
in French as well as Arabic, a senior Hamas official ex-
plained that the group, which Zionist entity has vowed
to crush, seeks to retain a say.

Bassem Naim, Hamas’s director of international re-
lations, said the group’s action at a national leadership
level and its “resistance to the Zionist project... quali-
fies it to be in the leadership of the Palestinian people”.
“The movement does not demand, through this doc-
ument or otherwise, the exclusivity of the leadership
of the Palestinian people,” said Naim, a former health
minister in Gaza.

“Hamas calls for the rearrangement of the Palestlin-
ian house and the reform of the Palestine Liberation
Organisation so that it is representative of all,” he told
AFP. “No party that wants to reach a solution to this
conflict can ignore Hamas.” Hamas posted a landslide
victory in the last Palestinian parliamentary elections in
2006, but has never been part of the PLO, which re-
mains the preserve of the rival Fatah movement of Pal-
estinian president Mahmud Abbas and smaller factions.

The 16-page pamphlet bears on its cover a silhou-
elted fighter with a motorised paraglider—the airborne
troops for its shock, multi-pronged assault. While
seeking Lo refule in often legal language what it calls
“Zionisl [abricaled accusalions and allegations”, il also
admils that “maybe some faults happened”.

The Gaza war broke out with Hamas’s unprecedent-
ed October 7 attacks, which resulted in the deaths of
about 1,140 people in Zionist entity, mostly civilians,
according to an AFP tally of Zionist official figures. In
response, Zionist entity launched a relentless offensive
against Hamas which has killed at least 25,700 people
in Gaza, around 70 percent of them women and chil-
dren, according to the health ministry in the Hamas-run
territory. Militants also seized 250 hostages, and Zionist
entity says around 132 remain in Gaza. That number in-
cludes the bodies of al least 28 dead hostages, accord-
ing to an AFP tally based on Zionist figures.

Britain’s Queen Victoria that was defaced in the Royal
Botanic Gardens Victoria in Melbourne on January 25,
2024, ahead of Australia Day. — AFP

Statue toppled as
Australians reckon
with bloody past

MELBOURNE: Statues ol British colonial figures
Captain James Cook and Queen Victoria were dam-
aged in Melbourne on Thursday, as annual Australia
Day celebrations were again marked by division and
protest. On the eve of the country’s national holiday, a
now-traditional row over Australia’s often brutal past
re-erupted. In the southern city of Melbourne, a stat-
ue of the British explorer was felled—apparently cut
off at the shins—and its plinth sprayed with the words
“The colony will fall.”

Meanwhile, a nearby likeness of Brilish monarch
Queen Victoria was daubed with red paint. “This sort
of vandalism has no place in our community,” said Vic-
toria state premier Jacinta Allan. Australia Day is held
every year on January 26. For most Auslralians, it is
synonymous with a day off work, a barbecue, a trip
Lo the beach and the end of the summer holidays. But
the choice of date—celebrating the arrival of Europe-
an selllers al Sydney Harbour in 1788 -- has become
increasingly contentious.

A US-style culture war has developed, with ac-
livists demanding colonial figures be celebrated, or
decrying “Invasion Day” as a celebration of cultural
genocide. Polls show a majority of Australians have a
more nuanced view, and are keen to keep the public
holiday and the name, but are more split about chang-
ing the date. “Australians love their public holidays, I
love my public holidays. If we want a public holiday
let’s just rebrand it, rebadge it, but let’s move Australia
Day Lo another dale,” 50-year-old Melbourne resident
Michelle Slater told AFP.

With views on the date mostly split along party
political lines—with the right against changes and the
left in favour—politicians have at times appeared keen
to fan the flames of division. Conservative opposition
leader Peter Dutton recently denounced a “woke” gro-
cery chain that stopped selling Australia Day branded
paraphernalia. “For Woolworths to start taking political
positions to oppose Australia Day is against the nation-
al interest” he claimed. A recent YouGov poll showed
20 percent of Australians agreed with Dutton’s call for
a boycott of the store, while 66 percent said they were
more concerned with supermarkets’ high prices.

Cricket captain Pat Cummins, perhaps the country’s
most prominent sports personality, has also weighed
in, suggesling a more inclusive date could be found. “1
absolutely love Australia. It is the best country in the
world by a mile,” he said. “We should have an Australia
Day, but we can probably find a more appropriate day
to celebrate it."—AFP

‘Caveats and contradictions’

As well as selling oul ils version of events, the
Hamas document urges an international investigation
into Zionist entity’s occupation, specifically calling on
the United States and European countries to support a
process at the International Criminal Court.

the Islamic State. “They’re trying to push back on the
idea that they're like jihadist groups like Al-Qaeda or
the Islamic State,” he said. “Hamas (is) appealing to the
wider global system in a way jihadists don’t do. They’re
clearly distinguishing themselves [rom jihadists in the
way Lhey are lalking,” he added.

aurE

-

KHAN YUNIS: Palestinian families fleeing Khan Yunis on the coastal road leading to Rafah further south drive
_ along the sea with their belongings on their cars on January 25, 2024, amid continuing battles between Zionist
entity and the Palestinian militant group Hamas. -- AFP

Hugh Lovatt, a Middle East expert at the European
Council on Foreign Relations, called the publication a
“propaganda exercise” but said “it does show some of
the internal conversation and dynamics within Hamas
on the issue of civilian casualties”.

He highlighted, however, that there were “caveats
and maybe even contradictions in the document,” as
Hamas regards all Zionists ol military age as combal-
ants. Aymenn Al-Tamimi, an analyst {rom the Philadel-
phia-based Middle East Forum said by appealing to an
international audience, Hamas was looking lo refute
comparisons, like those made by Zionist entity, with

US support for Taiwan
‘firm’, lawmalkers tell
president-elect Lai

TAIPEIL: Two US lawmakers met Taiwanese pres-
ident-elect Lai Ching-te on Thursday lo reaffirm
Washington’s support for the self-ruled island, which
China claims as part of its territory. Lai won the Jan-
uary 13 poll despite warnings from Beijing that he
would bring “war and decline” to Taiwan, securing a
third term for the Democratic Progressive Party that
rejects China’s claim to the island.

Democrat Ami Bera of California and Florida
Republican Mario Diaz-Balart arrived in Taipei on
Wednesday in their roles as co-chairs ol the Con-
gressional Taiwan Caucus. They are expected to
stay until [riday. “Among the main messages we are
bringing here today... is that the support of the United
States for Taiwan is firm, it’s real and it’s 100 percent
bipartisan,” Diaz-Balart said in a meeting with Lai.

Lai, who is Taiwan’s current vice president, thanked
them for showing their support via “concrele action”.
“Your visit at this important juncture fully demon-
strates the US’ rock-solid support of Taiwan.”

He said he hoped the US Congress would “contin-
ue Lo support Taiwan in bolstering our self-defence
capabilities so that we can jointly safeguard region-
al peace, stability and prosperity”. Bera and Di-
az-Balarl—who also mel with President Tsai Ing-wen
Thursday—represent the second US group to arrive
since Taiwan’s closely watched presidential election.

The first was an unofficial delegalion sent by Pres-
ident Joe Biden Lo congratulale Lai two days after the
vole. Bul that visit was overshadowed by Pacific na-
tion Nauru abruptly announcing it was switching alle-
giance to Beijing, leaving Taipei with just 12 remaining
diplomatic allies.

While the United States recognises Beijing over
Taiwan, it is a key partner of the island and a major
weapons provider—though delivery has been greatly

‘Hard truth’

Andreas Kreig, a security expert at Kings Col-
lege London said Hamas’s power had shifted in the
wake of October 7 and in the more than 100 days
of war that have followed. “If the metric is social,
political control of Gaza, Hamas has certainly lost
that,” he said, but “internationally speaking, they
have very much been able to strengthen their po-
sition”. “I think a case for a Palestinian state can be
more easily made with more support... in the global
south anyway, but also in the Western liberal north,”
he added. —AFP

delayed due to Russia’s war in Ukraine. Diaz-Balart
said he was “optimistic (Taiwan will) see concrete
improvements” though he did not provide a timeline.

“I think you're going lo see now a prelty healthy
increase in defence spending to make sure we have
the ability to ramp up,” he told reporters in a press
conference. Reaffirming the United States’ support
for the status quo, Bera said the goal of building up
Taiwan’s defence capabilities was to deter conflict.

“We are not changing the status quo but we have
to respond to external pressures... it's not about seek-
ing conlflict—il’s about seeking peace, prosperity and
the right to your own future,” Bera said. He added
that he hoped Taiwan would be able to have dialogue
with Beijing—which had severed high-level commu-
nications with Tsai since her election in 2016 over her
defence of Taiwan’s sovereignly.

“We should keep lines of communications (with
Beijing) open... but I think we need to do that from a
place of strength, not a place of weakness,” Bera said.

‘Negative words and deeds’

China has never renounced the use of force Lo try
and bring Taiwan under its control and has maintained
a near-daily military presence around the island. On
Wednesday, 18 Chinese warplanes, six naval vessels,
and three Chinese balloons were detected around
Taiwan, according to Taipei’s defence ministry.

On the same day, a US warship sailed southward
through the Taiwan Strait, a sensitive waterway sep-
arating the island from China, the US Navy said in a
statement. “(The USS John Finn’s) transit through the
Taiwan Strait demonstrates the United States’ com-
mitment to upholding freedom of navigation for all
nations as a principle,” it said.

“No member ol the inlernational communily
should be intimidated or coerced into giving up their
rights and freedoms.” In Beijing, the foreign ministry
complained Thursday that Washington had “carried
oul a series of negative words and deeds” since Lai’s
election. Spokesman Wang Wenbin urged the United
States to “immediately stop infringing and provoca-
tive actions” and “stop causing trouble for peace and
stability across the Taiwan Strail”. — AFP

TAIPEI: The US Representative Ami Bera shakes hands with Deputy Minister Wu-Chiao Hsieh while the US
Representative Mario Diaz-Balart shakes hands with Representative to the US Alexander Yui after the news
conference at Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in Taipei on January 25, 2024. — AFP

Ambassador of India’s
message on 75th
Republic Day of India

By Dr Adarsh Swaika

n this momen-
tous occasion of
the 75th Repub-

lic Day of India, I extend
my warm greelings to
all Indian nationals and
persons of Indian origin
in the friendly State of
Kuwait.

I also take this op-
portunity lo express my
profound gratitude to all
well-wishers and friends of India in Kuwait, par-
ticularly the leadership, the Government and the
people of the State of Kuwait, for their steadfast
commilment lo close and f[riendly relations be-
tween India and Kuwait. I would like to reiterate
India’s commitment to further strengthen and ex-
pand the long-standing and time-tested partner-
ship with the State of Kuwait.

This year marks the 75th year of coming into
force of India’s Constitution. The Indian Consti-
tution is the longest written constitution in the
world and is a living document that has evolved
over time o incorporate necessary changes. The
Constitution declares India as a sovereign, so-
cialist, secular and democratic republic and as-
sures its citizens justice, equality and liberty of
thought and action. This constitutional guaran-
tee is an article of faith for all Indian citizens in
India and abroad.

Today, as we celebrate our Republic Day, we
feel proud of India’s many achievements. Equi-
table development has been the corner stone of
socio-economic policies of India. Democracy,
pluralism and unity in diversity are the traditional
ethos of Indian sociely. India believes in ils an-
cient philosophy of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’
(the world is one family). This belief guides our
foreign policy as well.

India today is a land of billion opportunities.
Our collective resolve has ensured that the Indian
economy is today the 5th largest economy in the
world. And it is going lo be the 3rd largest 5 tril-
lion dollar economy) in the next couple of years.
India is moving ahead with the spirit of ‘Make in
India, Make for the World’. The massive business
friendly reforms and policies have contributed in
unleashing the true potential of the country.

The new India has made tremendous strides
in science and technology; is one of the leading
centers of innovation and Information Technolo-
gy globally; is the ‘Pharmacy of the World’; has
world class production and manufacturing capa-
bilities; is a leading global partner to address new
age challenges facing the humanity, be it climate
change or building resilient and reliable supply
chains to ensure food and health security. Today,
we are on the right track to build an Atmanirbhar
Bharat (Self-Reliant India), which envisages a
merger of the local with the global.

In the international arena, India has been play-
ing a significanl role in contributing to world
peace, stability and prosperity. The past year is
symbolic of India’s global responsibilities as an
emerging major power. Our successful and ambi-
tious aclion-oriented G20 Presidency is a malter
of immense pride. We were happy to welcome
Kuwait in the SCO family as a Dialogue Part-
ner during our SCO Presidency. India organized
two editions of ‘Voice of Global South Summit’
in 2023, in which over 125 countries participat-
ed, with the aim of mainstreaming priorities of
developing countries in the international agenda,
particularly the G-20. India championed the in-
creased use of millets through various awareness
programmes on the use of millets across the globe
as part of the International Year of Millets 2023.

India believes that dialogue and diplomacy
remains the only way to resolve disputes and
conflicts. India places an undeterred faith and
belief in multilateral approach and has always
taken the lead on issues of global importance
such as fight against cross-border terrorism, cli-
mate change, energy security, food security, and
the reform of multilateral institutions, including
the UN Security Council.

On the bilateral front, we continue to make
steady progress in our multi-faceted engage-
ment with the State of Kuwait. We look forward
lo grealer engagement with both Government
and at people-to-people level in the coming
times. The vibrant Indian community in Kuwail
continues Lo be the living bridge of our bilateral
ties with Kuwait.

The Embassy places highest priority to the
welfare and well-being of the large Indian Com-
munily in KKuwail. | thank all the communily as-
sociations, professional bodies, cultural groups
and members of the Indian community for joining
hands with the Embassy for not only contributing
to the welfare of the communily but also under-
taking activities that contribute to the strengthen-
ing of bilateral relations with the State of Kuwail.

Once again, on this special and proud occa-
sion of the 75th Republic Day of India, I convey
my best wishes to every Indian in Kuwait and all
friends of India in Kuwait for their continued suc-
cess, happiness and good-health.
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Tesla sees slower growth

Earnings miss estimates amid auto price cuts

NEW YORK: Tesla reported lower fourth-quarter
operating profits despite higher revenues, following
a series of auto price cuts as Elon Musk’s electric ve-
hicle giant warned of slower volume growth in 2024.
Shares of Tesla fell after the company’s earnings per
share and revenues both missed analysts expecta-
tions in the fourth quarter, and it offered a sobering
outlook for 2024 auto volumes.

“Our company is currently between two major
growth waves,” said Tesla. It promised that an up-
coming “next-generation” vchicle will serve as a
worthy successor to the existing fleet that has built
the company into a global titan. “In 2024, our vehicle
volume growth rate may be notably lower than the
growth rate achieved in 2023, as our teams work on
the launch of the next-generation vehicle al Gigafac-
tory Texas,” the company said. Musk has touted the
next-generation offering currently being developed
as a game-changer, saying Wednesday that it will
involve “revolutionary” manufacturing lechnology in
addition to impressive features for drivers.

After initial production in Austin, “we will follow
that up with locations around the world,” including
in Mexico and a location outside North America,
Musk said. Tesla’s fourth-quarter revenues came
in at $25.2 billion, up three percent from the year-
ago level as auto deliveries rose 20 percent. The
company’s profits were boosted by a one-time
non-cash provision of $5.9 billion related to de-
ferred lax assels, lilting earnings under official US
accounling standards Lo $7.9 billion. Without that
boost, profits were $2.5 billion, down nearly 40
percent from the 2022 quarter.

Macro challenges
Shares of the electric auto company have got-

Boeing 737 MAX: US
regulators approves

inspection framework

NEW YORK: US regulators approved a detailed
inspection framework that would allow the return to
service of Boeing 737 MAX planes grounded after
an emergency landing earlier this month, officials
said. Shorlly after the Federal Avialion Administra-
tion announced inspection protocols on the Boeing
737 MAX' 9, United Airlines said it expects ground-
ed aircraft to return to service starting Sunday. “We
will only return each MAX 9 aircralfl Lo service once
this thorough inspection process is complete,” said
a statement from Toby Enqvist, United’s chief oper-
ations officer. “We are preparing aircraft to return to
scheduled service beginning on Sunday.”

The FAA announcement is a major step after the
agency grounded 171 MAX 9 planes following the
January 5 incident on an Alaska Airlines plane. The
grounded 737 MAX jels have the same configura-
tion as the Alaska Airlines jet that suffered a blowout
of a panel on the fuselage, exposing passengers to
open air and necessitating an emergency landing.

No one was injured in the incident, but safely in-
spectors have said it could have been catastrophic.
Under the FAA’s “enhanced maintenance” process,
airlines will undertake an inspection of specific bolts
and fittings, detailed visual inspections of plugs and
components and address “any damage or abnormal
conditions” associated with the part, known as a
door plug, the FAA said.

The inspection will ensure parts are “in compli-
ance with the original design which is safe to op-
erate,” the FAA said. “This aircraft will not operate

Turkey’s central bank lifts key
rate one last time to 45 percent

ten off to a rough start in 2024, falling more than
16 percent amid concerns about lackluster demand
for the vehicles and EV oversupply and the hefty
costs associated with ramping up the Cybertruck
pickup vehicle. The futuristic Cybertruck, a pas-
sion project for the unpredictable billionaire, has
generated plenty of buzz, but Musk has cautioned
that the auto will not be commercially profitable
until production can be boosted.

Investors have been keen for more details on a
new Tesla vehicle, with the hopes of a more afford-
able EV.The vehicle is expected to commence pro-
duction in the second half of 2025, said Musk, who
avoided estimating initial volumes. “We are not
going to make predictions on that front, but it does
seem quite likely that we will start production next
year,” Musk said on a conference call with analysts
and investors.

Bigger stake?

Musk, who has a penchant for surprising inves-
tors, added to worries earlier this month when he
suggesled he could look for allernatives lo Tesla
for artificial intelligence and robotics developments
unless his Tesla stake were boosted to 25 percent
from about 13 percent. “I am uncomfortable growing
Tesla to be a leader in Al & robotics without having
(around) 25 percent voling control,” Musk said on
January 15 on the X platform, formally Twitter.

Tesla watchers on Wall Street expressed sur-
prise that Musk would take the demand public.
Analysts at JPMorgan Chase characterized Musk’s
demands as negaltive for Tesla shares, ciling the in-
creased risk of a Musk departure and the risk of a
dilution to exisling shares. Tesla’s lofty stock val-
uation compared with other automakers is due to
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EL SEGUNDO: The Boeing logo is displayed on Boe-
ing buildings in El Segundo, California. — AFP

until the process is complete and compliance with
the original design is confirmed.” In a stalement
published later Wednesday, Boeing pledged “to co-
operate fully and transparently with the FAA and
follow their direction.” It added: “We will also work
closely with our airline customers as they complete
the required inspection procedures to safely return
their 737-9 airplanes to service.”

Production hikes halted

The latest 737 MAX incident was the first major
in-flight safety issue on a Boeing plane since two fa-
tal 737 MAX crashes - one in 2018 and one in 2019
- led to a nearly two-year grounding of the aircraft.
The FAA has described the January 5 near-miss as
unacceptable, vowing a heavy program of oversight
of Boeing and its operations. The US agency will not
permit Boeing to boost output on the MAX until “we
are satisfied that the quality control issues uncovered
during this process are resolved,” said FAA Adminis-

.

CHICAGO: A Tesla vehicle charges in a parking lot in Chicago, lllinois. — AFP

“side bets” associated with the name, such as the
hoped-for autonomous robo-taxis, said the JPMor-
gan reporl.

“Without Mr Musk’s vision and leadership, we
estimate investors would assess Tesla’s potential in
Al and robotics to be much less promising—par-
ticularly if he might ‘build [potentially competing?]

trator Mike Whitaker in Wednesday’s stalement.

Earlier Wednesday, Boeing Chiel Executive Dave
Calhoun ventured to Capitol Hill to discuss the ep-
isode. “We fly safe planes,” Calhoun told reporters
ahead of a private meeting at the Senate Commerce
Committee. “I'm here today in the spirit of transpar-
ency lo number one recognize the seriousness” of
the issue, and to “answer all their questions because
they have a lot of them,” he said.

Also Wednesday, the Seattle Times published
a detailed update on the probe, based on a whis-
tleblower who said that the panel that blew off was
removed for repair atl Boeing’s Renton, Washing-
ton plant and reinstalled improperly. Morcover the
work on the door plug was not recorded properly
in Boeing’s systems, which meant it wasn't formally
inspected before the plane was handed over to the
customer, according to the Seattle Times report.
Boeing said il was unable Lo comment on the Seal-
tle Times report, referring questions to the National
‘Transportation Safety Board (N'TSB), which is prob-
ing the incident.

Senate hearings ahead

An NTSB investigator is scheduled to return to
Renton on lriday as part of building a “timeline from
the early stages of production of the door plug to the
accident flight,” said an N'TSB spokesperson. As part
of the investigative process, the NTSB will review
documentation related to the airplane, including pro-
duction, manufacturing and maintenance. Following
a meeling with Calhoun, Senator Maria Cantwell, a
‘Washington Democrat who chairs the committee, said
she planned hearings to investigate the “root causes
of these safety lapses,” according to a statement. “The
American flying public and Boeing line workers de-
serve a culture of leadership at Boeing that puts safe-
ty ahead of profits,” Cantwell said. — AFP

ISTANBUL: Turkey’s central bank
on Thursday delivered what it said
was the final interest rate hike of a
historic tightening cycle that more
than quintupled borrowing costs to
fight record inflation. The bank lift-
ed its policy rate to 45 percent from
42.5 percent and said the level was
sufficient to start fighting Turkey’s
dire cost of living crisis. “The mon-
elary lightness required to establish
the disinflation course is achieved and
this level will be maintained as long as
needed,” the bank said in statement.

The central bank has now lifted
borrowing costs from 8.5 percent in
June to the highest level of President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s 21-year rule
in a bid lo cure Turkey’s worst bout
of inflation since the 1990s. Tur-
key’s final rale hike follows a turbu-
lent week for central bank governor
Hafize Gaye Erkan - a former Wall
Street executive and Turkey’s most
senior female official.

The 44-year-old came under with-
ering allack on social media and in
some opposition publications for al-
legedly allowing her father to make
unauthorised personnel decisions at

the bank. Erkan has reportedly also
angered Erdogan by Lelling one major
newspaper last month that she had to
move in with her parents because in-
flation had made renling in Istanbul
unaffordable. The attacks on Turkey’s
first female central bank governor
alarmed investors and created un-
cerlainly aboul Erdogan’s long-lerm
commitment to his team.

‘Merchants of mischief’

The Turkish leader has been a life-
long opponent of high interest rates
- famously branding them the “moth-
er and father of all evil” - and a pro-
ponent of unorthodox economics.
Analysts blame Turkey’s year-long
economic meltdown on his decision
to push the central bank to slash in-
Lerest rales in the face of rising con-
sumer prices. The annual inflation rate
touched a two-decade high of 85 per-
cent in 2022 and climbed back up to
65 percent last month.

The crisis forced Erdogan to per-
form a major policy reversal after be-
ing pushed into a presidential election
runofl last year againsl a candidate
who focused on Turkey’s economic

ANKARA: A customer buys US dollars in exchange for Turkish lira at an exchange
office in Ankara. — AFP

ills. Erkan and Finance Minister Meh-
met Simsek - both highly respected
by Western investors - have been
credited with steering Turkey from
the brink of disaster since joining Er-
dogan’s leam once he won last May’s
second round vote. They secured Er-
dogan’s blessing to dramatically hike
borrowing costs and take other steps
aimed at untangling a complex web
ol regulations that stifled business
and investment.

Investors appeared relieved when
Erdogan stood by Erkan on Wednes-

day. “Using irrational rumors, they
are launching campaigns aimed at
destroying the climate of trust and
stability that we achieved with great
difficulty in the economy,” Erdogan
said. “We don't care about these mer-
chants of mischief.” Erkan was at-
lending an investor conference in the
United States when rumors about her
father began to spread. But she nota-
bly took her place next to other top
ministers greeling Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi during his stale visil lo
Ankara on Wednesday. — AFP
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products outside of Tesla,” said the JPMorgan note.
Asked about the controversy, Musk said the change
is needed to counter sharecholder activists and share-
holder advisory firms who “have strange ideas aboul
what should be done.” Musk said his goal is lo go
have “a strong influence without control.” Shares of
Tesla fell 5.8 percent in after-hours trading. — AFP

Microsoft joins
Apple in the $3
trillion club

NEW YORK: Microsoft joined Apple on Wednes-
day as a three trillion dollar company, as its big bet
on artificial intelligence continued to impress Wall
Street. Now second to Apple as the world’s big-
gest company by market capitalization, Microsoft’s
shares were up 1.31 percent at $404. Apple remains
narrowly in first place at $3.02 trillion after reach-
ing the $3 trillion market capitalization mark for the
first time in January 2022. But it has fallen below
the milestone, even briefly losing the pole position
as biggest company on the markets when Micro-
soft briefly overtook the iPhone maker earlier this
month. Microsoft more than any other lech giant is
riding the wave of excitement over AL

The Redmond, Washington-based group has a
major partnership with OpenAl, creator of ChatGPT,
that is reportedly worth $13 billion. Since the arrival
of ChatGPT, Microsoft has launched several prod-
ucts enabling companies and individuals to use the
capabilities of generative Al, notably via its Bing
search engine and Copilot virtual assistant. Since
the launch of ChalGPT in early November 2022, Mi-
crosoft shares have gained some 67 percent, with
Apple’s up by about 40 percent. Microsoft publish-
es its results on January 30. — AFP

Norway central bank
keeps rate steady on
high inflation

OSLO: Norway’s central bank held its key interest rate
at a 16-year high on Thursday and said it would hold it
there “for some time” as inflation remains too high. In
December, the central bank surprised the market when
it hiked its key rate for the 14th time since Seplember
2021 - taking it to 4.5 percent - with most economists
believing the rate level had peaked. While inflation has
cooled, it remains well above the bank’s two-percent
largel. Norge Bank’s monelary policymakers conclud-
ed Thursday that the interest rate was “now sulfficient-
ly high to return inflation to targel within a reasonable
time horizon,” said governor Ida Wolden Bache.

In 2023, Norway’s consumer prices rose by 5.5
percent. Bul underlying inflation, the central bank’s
preferred indicator as it excludes volatile energy
prices and tax fluctuations, remains at 6.2 percent.
The Norwegian currency, the krone, has strength-
ened somewhat since December, but remains weak
against other currencies, making imports more ex-
pensive. While financial markets are eager to see
interest rales start coming down, Norges Bank said
they would have to wait a bit longer. “There will likely
be a need to maintain a tight monetary policy stance
for some time ahead,” it said.

A new rate hike could even be in the offing if the
krone were to depreciate further or if inflation were
lo remain high longer than previously projected, it
warned. Most economists expect Norwegian rates to
be cul by year-end, with some predicling a first cul in
September and others saying it could come in Decem-
ber. The European Central Bank and the US Federal
Reserve have also kept their rales steady after a se-
ries of hikes. Investors are now looking for clues as to
when the banks will start to cut rates. — AFP
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Clean energy, the largest
driver of Chinese growth

Beijing investing nearly as much in decarbonization infrastructure

SHANGHALI: Clean-cnergy projects were the larg-
est driver of China’s economic growth in 2023, with
Beijing investing nearly as much in decarbonization
infrastructure as total global investment in fossil fu-
els, according to a report released Thursday. China
is the world’s biggest emiller ol greenhouse gases
driving climate change, but it is also the top produc-
er of wind and solar energy.

Faced with soaring energy consumption, the coun-
try has turbocharged its use of renewables - bul also
in 2022 approved its largest expansion of coal-fired
power plants since 2015, despite President Xi Jin-
ping pledging to peak CO2 emissions between 2026
and 2030. Investment in “clean-energy” seclors ac-
counted for 40 percent of China’s GDP expansion
last year, researchers al the Finland-based Centre
for Research on Energy and Clean Air (CREA) said
in a new report on Thursday.

“With Chinese investment growing by just 1.5 trillion
yuan in 2023 overall, the analysis shows that clean en-
ergy accounted for all of the growth, while investment
in sectors such as real estate shrank,” the researchers
said. The researchers examined investment in solar
power, electric vehicles (EVs), energy efficiency, rail-
ways, energy storage, clectricity grids, wind, nuclear
and hydropower. These sectors received $890 billion
in investment, almost as much as the lotal global invest-
ment in fossil [uels last year, CREA researchers said.

“Without the growth from clean-energy seclors,
China’s GDP would have missed the governmenl’s
growth target of ‘around 5 percent’, rising by only
3.0 percent instead of 5.2 percent,” the researchers
found. “China’s reliance on the clean technology sec-
Lors Lo drive growth and achieve key economic lar-
gets boosts their economic and political importance,”
the researchers said. “It could also support an accel-
crated energy transition.”

Nokia sees
‘challenging’ 2024
alter prolfits plunge

HELSINKI: Finnish telecommunications equipment
maker Nokia warned Thursday that it expects an-
other tough economic environment in the first half of
this vear after its net profit sank in 2023. Nokia and
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YINCHUAN: This
northern Ningxia region. — AFP

EV glut

They warned, however, that China could soon have
excess capacity in the sector, and that “there is a lim-
it to how much solar power, batteries and other clean
technology can be absorbed”. “In order to keep driving
growth in investment, clean technology manufacturing
would need to not only absorb as much capital as it
did in 2023, but keep increasing investment vear after
year,” the researchers said.

The threat of overcapacity is beginning to trouble
Chinese policymakers, with Vice Minister of Industry
Xin Guobin saying that some businesses had been
“blindly rushing in, and building redundant new en-

its Swedish rival Ericsson have launched cost-cutting
programs as their customers have reduced spending
amid a slowing global economy. The Finnish firm re-
ported a profit of 679 million euros ($739 million) for
last year, down 84 percent from 2022.

“In 2023 we saw a meaningful shift in customer
behavior impacting our industry driven by the mac-
ro-economic environment and high interest rales
along with customer inventory digestion,” Nokia
chiel executive Pekka Lundmark said in an earnings
statement. “We expect the challenging environment
of 2023 to continue during the first half of 2024, par-
ticularly in the first quarter,” he added. Nokia report-
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aerial photo shows solar panels in the snow-covered Gobi desert in Yinchuan, in China’s

ergy vehicle projects”. Xin said at a press conference
last week that the government would take measures to
crack down on unnecessary EV projects.

Buoyed by vears of government subsidies, China’s
electric car industry has exploded in the past decade,
with homegrown BYD overtaking US carmaker Tesla in
electric vehicle sales last quarter. Between 2014 and the
end of 2022, the Chinese government said it had spent
more than 200 billion yuan ($28 billion) on subsidies
and tax breaks for EV purchases alone. Companies in
other industries are looking Lo grab a share of the pie,
including consumer electronics giant Xiaomi, which un-
veiled its first electric car model last month.—AFP

ed an 11 percent drop in net sales last year to 22.26
billion euros, driven by a fall in investment by mobile
network operators in North America.

The results were also affecled by a slowdown in
the deployment of 5G networks in India. In the last
quarter of 2023, its adjusted operating profit fell 27
percent to 846 million, but this was still higher than
the 763 million euros expected by a group of analysts
polled by Bloomberg. Nokia said last year it could cut
its workforce by up Lo 14,000 people, reducing costs
by up to 1.2 billion euros by 2026. The company also
lost a battle with Ericsson for a $14 billion five-year
contract with US company AT&T—AFP
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Price Movement & Performance

North Korea seeks to
level up ‘huge’ gaps
in living standards

SEOUL: North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
called for “leveling up” the living standards of ru-
ral areas, saying a failure to provide necessilies,
including food, was a “serious political issue”,
state media said Thursday. Nuclear-armed North
Korea has a [ragile economy and ils government
has long been criticized for prioritizing the mili-
tary and its banned weapons programs over ade-
quately providing for its people.

The North has periodically been hit by fam-
ine, with hundreds of thousands of people dy-
ing - estimates range into the millions - in the
mid-1990s. “Today, failure to satisfactorily pro-
vide the people in local areas with basic living
necessilies including condiments, foodstuff and
consumption goods has arisen as a serious po-
litical issue that our Party and government can
never sidestep,” Kim said, according to the Ko-
rean Central News Agency (KCNA). The KCNA
report said Kim had presided over a meeting of
the ruling Workers’ Party of Korea on Tuesday
and Wednesday where regional development
topped the agenda.

The overall regional economy was in “a lerri-
ble situation”, Kim said, noling “severe imbalance
and huge gaps” between the regions. He called
for swift changes to close the gap between urban
and rural areas, saying it was a “very important,
responsible and timely option” under the par-
ty’s regional development policy announced this
month. “At present, it is a very urgent immediate
task for leveling up the material and cultural living
standards of the regional people,” Kim said. “We
should not sit by and wait till the situation and
conditions turn favorable but find more jobs Lo be
faithful to our duty for the sake of the people,”
he said. Experts say North Korea’s dire economic
situation has worsened since Pyongyang secaled
its borders in 2020 as a COVID-19 pandemic
precaution, with its trade deficit increasing and
foreign currency reserves being run down. —AFP

M (965) 22675140

(©) Al-safat Tower, Hawalli, Beirut St.
alsafatinvest.com

Q research@alsafatinvest.com
alsafatinvestment

@ al-safat-investment-company

No. Ticker Sector
Open Price Close Price Week High Week Low

101 National Bank of Kuwait Banking 970 987 987 967
102 Gulf Bank Banking 284 297 300 283
106 Kuwait International Bank Banking 162 164 167 162
107 Burgan Bank Banking 183 190 191 183
108 Kuwait Finance House Banking 772 786 788 772
109 Boubyan Bank Banking 630 639 645 627
201 Kuwait Investment Financial Services 160 175 176 158
204 National Investments Financial Services 292 268 298 267
205 Kuwait Projects Financial Services 109 113 113 107
212 Arzan Financial Group Financial Services 239 228 243 222
222 Aayan Leasing and Investment Financial Services 185 188 191 183
252 Al Imtiaz Investment Financial Services 62.0 62.0 64.3 61.0
401 Kuwait Real Estate Real Estate 233 242 246 232
413 Mabanee Real Estate 785 778 807 778
418 The Commercial Real Estate Real Estate 108 108 109 106
501 National Industries Financial Services 230 234 236 227
505 Gulf Cable Industrials 1,490 1,456 1,540 1,442
506 HEISCO Industrials 858 857 864 847
514 Boubyan Petrochemical Basic Materials 615 610 626 608
603 Agility Industrials 541 570 582 540
605 Zain Telecommunications 523 530 533 520
623 Human Soft Holding Industrials 3,490 3,446 3,499 3,415
642 ALAFCO Industrials 209 201 209 199
654 JAZEERA Consumer Discretionary 1,335 1,219 1,335 1,201
813 GFH Financial Group Financial Services 80.8 81.4 82.3 80.0
821 Warba Bank Banking 188 192 196 187
823 Mezzan Holding Consumer Staples 598 601 614 582
824 Integrated Holding Industrials 520 550 555 518
826 Shamal Az-Zour Utilities 176 173 177 170
827 Boursa Kuwait Financial Services 2,024 2,055 2,080 2,015
830 AL GHANIM Consumer Discretionary 1,204 1,180 1,204 1,131

* As of end of week closing

Range Volume WTD Change WTD % YTD %
20 18,665,537 20 2.07% 10.40%
17 50,326,912 13 4.58% 5.69%
5 38,466,710 3 1.86% 9.33%
8 37,377,296 8 4.40% 10.47%
16 40,049,932 14 1.81% 8.26%
18 6,529,631 11 1.75% 6.50%
18 109,327,003 16 10.06% 37.80%
31 28,761,696 -25 -8.53% 12.13%
6 40,101,383 4 3.67% 7.62%
21 27,319,532 -12 -5.00% 8.57%
8 56,168,925 4 2.17% 8.05%

33 9,818,351 0.1 0.16% 9.73%
14 74,625,996 10 4.31% 18.05%
29 7,400,814 -5 -0.64% -7.71%
3 11,154,811 0.0 0.00% 5.88%
9 46,608,305 5 2.18% 14.71%
98 1,370,130 -44 -2.93% 11.15%
17 3,294,043 -1 -0.12% 4.51%
18 5,985,899 3 0.49% 4.27%
42 25,475,462 30 5.56% 11.98%
13 12,976,333 9 1.73% 4.54%
84 194,353 -38 -1.09% 1.38%
10 1,865,013 -8 -3.83% 11.67%

134 2,253,890 -81 -6.23% -12.24%

2.3 34,177,218 0.6 0.74% 6.68%
9 24,305,011 5 2.67% 3.23%
32 2,891,239 7 1.18% 4.52%
37 4,905,920 31 5.97% 7.84%
7 18,775,582 -4 -2.26% 0.00%
65 982,374 27 1.33% 19.20%
73 1,686,717 -4 -0.34% 11.74%

Valuation Multiples *
Support Level R“Li::ae'l‘ce P/E P/B Yield Beta
984 1,009 14.3 1.86 3.4% 1.03
294 303 14.5 1.37 3.2% 1.30
164 168 17.2 0.62 2.2% 1.11
185 191 19.7 0.71 4.0% 1.35
785 814 19.4 2.01 2.1% 1.18
616 644 39.7 2.58 0.9% 1.19
160 178 9.9 0.79 2.9% 1.93
257 267 87.1 1.24 10.4% 2.01
110 116 27.3 0.63 0.0% 1.00
228 239 33.8 1.58 1.7% 1.17
180 190 9.6 1.29 4.0% 1.57
60.1 62 NM 0.40 14.4% 1.38
237 245 19.7 1.63 1.2% 1.14
778 799 16.4 1.71 1.7% 0.96
105 108 21.2 0.65 2.7% 0.62
232 239 21.1 1.09 2.1% 1.63
1,450 1,490 15.3 1.35 4.1% 1.03
846 858 24.1 2.20 2.3% 0.91
604 633 13.4 1.30 9.7% 0.95
566 583 17.4 0.82 0.0% 1.54
528 537 10.6 1.84 6.6% 0.63
3,440 3,499 10.2 3.81 11.1% 0.65
198 206 NM 0.87 0.0% 1.21
1,204 1,300 21.8 8.23 6.2% 1.34
81.1 82.1 8.7 0.91 6.1% 1.36
188 196 26.7 1.04 1.5% 1.12
600 605 15.0 1.77 2.0% 0.49
546 555 38.5 2.24 2.7% 0.72
173 176 13.3 1.44 7.0% 0.22
2,035 2,070 26.4 6.70 4.2% 1.40
1,175 1,220 12.5 4.30 5.8% 0.72
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EU chief urges dialogue to
end farming ‘polarization’

China warns EU’s economic image ‘at stake’ after new trade curbs

BRUSSELS: The EU needs to overcome “polariza-
tion” in its agri-food sector through dialogue, Euro-
pean Commission chiel Ursula von der Leyen urged
Thursday, as farmers in several countries stage pro-
Lests over rising costs. “We all have the same sense of
urgency that things have to improve,” von der Leyen
said as she opened an EU strategic dialogue to bal-
ance farmers’ complaints with Europe’s green transi-
tion. “There is an increasing division and polarization”
in the sector, she acknowledged. “I'm deeply con-
vinced that we can only overcome this polarization
thal we all sense by dialogue.”

Farmers in France, Germany, the Netherlands, Po-
land and Romania are in revoll over a litany of com-
plaints, including rising costs to meet carbon-cutting
targets, fuel prices, inflation and Ukrainian grain im-
ports diverted into the EU because of Russia’s war.
Many farmers have laken to blocking roads, com-
pounding transport blockages Europe is facing on
top of Red Sea cargo woes caused by Yemen'’s Huthi
rebels firing missiles at passing ships.

Their unrest is being encouraged by [ar-right par-
lies in several EU countries secking advanlage ahead
of bloc-wide elections in June for the European Par-
liament. Europe and its agricultural sector is facing a
“process of civilizalion change,” said the chair of the
strategic dialogue, Peter Strohschneider, a professor
who headed a German governmenl commission on
the future of farming. The upheaval was not only from
the costs of fighting climate change but also techno-
logical innovation, for instance with genetically modi-
fied crops, “geopolitical conflicts of interest” and eco-
nomic compeliliveness, he said.

“Such conflicts can be seen, for example, in the
protests by farmers in numerous European coun-

FRANKFURT: The headquarters of the European Cen-
tral Bank (ECB) is seen behind a traffic sign in Frank-
furt am Main, western Germany. — AFP

ECB urges patience
on interest rate cuts

FRANKFURT: The European Central Bank call for patience
in the ongoing battle against inflation, pushing back against
market hopes of rapid interest rate cuts. The Fankfurt-based
institution launched an unprecedented rate hiking cycle in mid-
2022 after Russia’s war in Ukraine pushed food and energy
cosls higher, sending inflation soaring. With inflation steadily
slowing after peaking at more than 10 percent last vear, the
ECB left rates unchanged for a third conseculive meeling,
keeping the benchmark deposit rate at a record four percent.
"The bank’s governing council repeated that it considered
rales are currently at levels that “will make a substantial con-
tribution” to returning inflation lo the two-percent largel.
ECB watchers will be more interested in president Christine
Lagarde’s press conference, hoping for clues on when the
bank might start slashing borrowing costs given the progress
on laming inflation. Lagarde has already pushed back against
market bets of rate cuts starting as early as April, insisting last
week it was Loo soon Lo “shout victory”. She told Bloomberg
television that the first rate cut would “likely” only come this
summer and only if the latest data supported such a move, cit-
ing economic uncertainties and concern about rising wages.

In no hurry

The US Federal Reserve is facing a similar debate across
the Atlantic, where Fed officials have been tempering market
expectations of rate cuts as early as March. While it was ap-
propriate to “ask when would policy adjustments be necessary
so we don't put a stranglehold on the economy, it’s really pre-
mature to think that that’s around the corner,” San Francisco
led President Mary Daly told Fox Business. “We think that
neither the ECB nor the ed are in a hurry Lo deliver rate cuts,”
UniCredit said in an analysl note.

Elsewhere, Norway’s Norges Bank held its benchmark rate
at 4.5 percent on Thursday and said it would likely remain there
“for some time”. Like other central banks, the ECB has been
walking a lightrope belween raising borrowing costs enough
to convincingly rein in inflation without squeezing demand
so hard it crashes the economy. After months of decline, eu-
ro-zone inflation reaccelerated to 2.9 percent in December.
The increase was mainly due to the comparison effect with a
vear earlier, when governments provided exceptional support
to help households with energy bills.

Euro-zone contraction

More expensive borrowing costs have curbed demand
for loans and morlgages, contribuling Lo a weakening of the
euro-zone economy. Output in the 20-nation currency club
shrank by 0.1 percent in the third quarter of 2023, and analysts
see another modest contraction in the fourth quarter. Lagarde
last week said the ballle against inflation was “on the right
path” overall with the ECB forecasting a return to its two-per-
cent goal in 2025.

But she said policymakers were closely monitoring sev-
eral risk factors that could drive inflation up again, including
tensions in the Middle East and the possible fallout on energy
costs and supply chains. The ECB was also keeping a close eye
on wage negotiations in the euro-zone as workers push for pay
rises to compensate for higher living costs, Lagarde said.

Lagarde and other ECB officials have indicated they won't
have the necessary data on euro-zone wage agreements un-
til April or May, bolstering the case for a rate cut at the June
meeling al the earliest. — AFP

tries,” Strohschneider said. Von der Leyen suggested
the strategic dialogue in September last year, as Pol-
ish farmers complained about Ukrainian grain imports
and Spanish farmers grappled with crops parched
by climate change. The initiative, which is Lo continue
over coming weeks, brings together representatives
from farmers’ groups, food supply companies and ac-
ademics with the aim of finding a consensus by bal-
ancing compeling interests.

It was unclear what policy impact the dialogue
would have, given that a new European Commission
will emerge from June’s EU elections. Strohschneider
said the talks’ goal was a “sensible social and political
balancing of conlflicling economic, ecological and social
interests” looking at a medium-term horizon of the next
five to 15 years. “We want o listen and ask you to dis-
cuss and develop scenarios for the future. Basically, it is
aboul describing the way forward,” von der Leyen said.

Image ‘at stake’

Meanwhile, China on Thursday warned the Eu-
ropean Union’s economic image was “at stake” after
the bloc unveiled new measures to protect sensitive
technology from falling into the hands of geopoliti-
cal rivals. “The EU’s image in the fields of economics
and inlernalional trade is al slake,” foreign ministry
spokesman Wang Wenbin said, urging the EU against
“taking anti-globalization” steps.

Brussels has bolstered its armoury of trade restric-
tions to tackle what it deems to be risks to European
economic security, following Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine and global trade tensions. And on Wednes-
day, EU officials outlined an economic security pack-
age conlaining five inilialives, including loughening
rules on the screening of foreign direct investment

NBK wins ‘Fastest Growing Credit
Card Rewards Program’ award
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DUISBURG: A steelworker is seen at the blast furnace (Hochofen) Schwelgern at the steel works of Thyssen-
krupp Steel Europe AG in Duisburg, western Germany.— AFP

(FDI) and launching discussions on coordination in
the area of export controls.

Asked about the new rules Thursday, Wang warned
“the international community has been very con-
cerned about the EU’s protectionist unilateralism in

AL L

the economic and trade spheres”. “Current trends will
only intensify these concerns,” he said. “We hope that
the EU will respect free trade, free competition and
open cooperation, which are the fundamental norms
of the market economy,” Wang said. — AFP
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KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwail -
Bahrain (NBK) has won “Fastest Grow-
ing Credit Card Rewards Program in
Bahrain for the Year 2023”, for the NBK
Rewards Program. The program is pre-
sented by blu AI™", the leading provid-
er of customer loyalty and customer
engagement solutions in Bahrain and
Middle East. The NBK Rewards Pro-
gram was nominaled based on several
principles and criteria, mainly the cus-
tomer base growth rate lo register and
get activated in the Rewards Program
upon receiving the NBK Credit Card
and benefiting from the various cate-
gories available for redeeming points,
such as cash back, travel packages,
purchase vouchers, Falcon flyer travel
miles [rom Gulf Air, and many more.
National Bank of Kuwail - Bahrain
launched the NBK Rewards Program
in 2021, which has contributed since
to encouraging the use of NBK Credit
Cards inside and outside Bahrain. It is
a permanent free program that allows
customers, when using their Credit

Cards while shopping, to carn points
on every purchase starting at BHD 1.
The points can later be redeemed for
other purchases or cashback at par-
ticipating outlets. Points are accrued
and then redeemed through the NBK
Rewards Program.

The General Manager ol Nalional
Bank of Kuwait-Bahrain, Ali Fardan, ex-
pressed his great happiness to receive
this award, which came as a confirmation
of its success and the extent of customers’
satisfaction with the provided benefits.
Fardan expressed his pride in the part-
nership with blu Al, which is witnessing
rapid growth in the region and beyond
along with a remarkable progress in the
number of financial institutions and other
commercial enterprises with international
brands that have joined iL.

For his part, CEO of blu Al, Tony
Gougassian, expressed: We are
pleased Lo grant National Bank of Ku-
wait - Bahrain this award and we are
proud of this partnership with one of
the largest credit card service provid-
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ers in Bahrain, which has a pioneering
vision for excellence and to continue
cooperation to develop the features
of this program to remain the leader
in the field. Loyalty and rewards pro-
grams on global standards.

It is worth mentioning that the
NBK Rewards Program includes two
different calegories ol cards, and
cach category determines ils own

exclusive offers that the customer re-
ceives, which are: the NBK Visa Sig-
nature Credit Card category and the
NBK Visa Platinum Credit Card cate-
gory. Customers who hold both cate-
gories can earn points through all local
and international stores and all points
of sale and electronic shopping, and
they can also transfer points to any
other member of the program.
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STUTTGART: A hightech e-bike stands at a booth at the ‘Bicycle & Hiking Travel’ fair (Fahrrad- and Wan-
derReisen), which is part of the Caravan, Motor and Tourism Fair CMT, at the fair grounds in Stuttgart,
southwestern Germany. — AFP

German business
morale sinks to
start new year

BERLIN: German business morale sank further
in January, a key survey showed Thursday, as the
slump in Europe’s largest economy showed few
signs of passing quickly. The Ifo institute’s closely
walched confidence baromeler, based on a survey
of around 9,000 companies, slid to 85.2 points
in the first month of the year, alter falling to 86.3
points in December.

The New Year drop disappointed analysts sur-
veyed by financial dala firm FactSel, who had ex-
pected a gentle increase in the indicator. “The
German economy is stuck in recession,” said Ifo
president Clemens Fuest, with companies assessing
the current situation and the outlook as worse than
a month before. Germany has yet to string together
two consecutive quarters of negative growth - the

measure for a technical recession - but the econo-
my slill only managed to muddle through the last 12
months. End-of-year figures for 2023 showed the
German economy had shrunk by 0.3 percent over
the course of the year amid high inflation, rising in-
Llerest rales and a global slowdown. “The economic
start to the new year was a disappointment,” said
Fritzi Koehler-Geib, chief economist at public lend-
er KfW. The economic outlook, however, still had
some glimmer of hope, Koehler-Geib said. “With
inflationary pressure easing and real wages rising,
key negative factors should ease over the course of
this year and a recovery driven primarily by con-
sumption should set in,” she said.

After a year in which Germany was al the back
of the pack among the world’s major advanced
economies, 2024 should see the traditional indus-
trial powerhouse eke out “around half a percent” of
growth, she predicted. Morale in manufacturing, the
backbone of the German economy, was improved to
start the year, although the overall mood “remained
pessimistic”, according to Ifo. On the other side of
the ledger, the mood in services as well as trade and
construction clouded further. — AFP

UK annual car
output highest

since 2019

LONDON: Car production in Britain last year hit
the highest level since 2019, or before the COVID
pandemic, an industry body said Thursday as it
warned of bumps in the road.

Output by the country’s mainly foreign-owned
car producers, including Nissan and Jaguar Land
Rover, reached just over 905,000 units in 2023, up
nearly 17 percent from a year earlier, the Society of
Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) said in
a stalement.

“The easing of pandemic-related challenges,
from chip shortages to lockdowns, and increasing
electrified model production, combined to drive an-
nual output,” it added. SMMT, which reported re-
cord-high production of electric models last year,
warned that “headwinds remain, most immediately
with attacks on shipping in the Red Sea raising the
spectre of delays and cost pressures”.

The bulk of vehicles made in the UK are for ex-
port, with the European Union by far the biggest
market as London and Brussels overcome obstacles
surrounding post-Brexit tariff rules. “We are in a
much belter position than a year ago, but the chal-
lenges are unrelenting,” SMMT chief executive Mike
Hawes said in the statement.

“With global competition as fierce as it has ever
been and amid escalating geopolitical tensions, both
(the UK) government and industry must remain sin-
gularly focused on competitiveness, with all the jobs
and growth this will bring,” he added. Car produc-
tion in the UK in 2022 stood at roughly 775,000
units - the worst level since 1956. It came in at 1.3
million vehicles in 2019. Hawes told a press briefing
ahead of the release that “the UK to a certain extent
is playing catch up with other markets”.

He said post-Brexit negotiations coupled with re-
cent economic and political instability meant it “has
been very difficult Lo attract investment into the UK”.
Returning to pre-pandemic output levels is “very,
very difficult unless you add new entrants”, Hawes
predicted. The SMMT forecasts UK car output to
rise slightly this year, when a general election is ex-
pected. Other notable brands built in the UK are the
Mini and Rolls-Royce, both owned by German car
giant BMW. — AFP
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Howe gawdening §
A labor of love &}

By Passant Hisham

ith its vibrantly colorful fruits,
W blissfully scented flowers
and mouthwatering fresh

vegetables, the backyard
garden at the house of Al-Zainah Al-
Babtain, an organic gardener in Kuwait,
has become a tiny world that turned
her life into a lively experience. Babtain
strongly believes in the popular quote
that says, “to plant a garden is to be-
lieve in tomorrow”.

“Gardening became an additional
motive for me to wake up every day,”
she said passionately. Babtain fell in
love with gardening by accident 14
years ago, when she started by sprin-
kling tomato seeds in her backyard
without having the least expectation
that they will ever sprout due to the
severely dry and harsh weather
conditions of Kuwait.

To her surprise, what started
from a few seeds grew to a large
garden with a variety and abun-
dance of crops that she never
anticipated would grow in Ku-
wait, from pumpkins and
sunflowers

Al-Zainah Al-

Babtain holds
freshly-picked
leafy greens.
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To plant a
garden is to

believe in
tomorrow ,
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to carrots and sweet corn and almost all
types of crops.

Babtain completely immersed
herself in this world, investing all her
passion and energy into studying and
practicing it, until the garden became
an integral part of her family’s life.
She never felt so self-sufficient until
she started this hobby, as almost ev-
erything she cooks for her children is
made from the vegetables and fruits
she has planted.

“It feels very rewarding to plant
something from scratch until it reach-
es the plate of my children, which all
comes out of love,” she said. By wit-
nessing the daily growth of the plant,
watering it and waiting patiently for
to harvest it from one season to an-
other, Babtain’s children gradually
developed a healthy relationship with
food, which taught them to appreci-
ate the real value of it.

Gardening also changed the way
Babtain spends her time with her fam-
ily. It connected them with nature and
with one another, which gave them
the chance to find an escape from the
stresses and strains of the outside
world. “Taking a short pause from life to
enjoy the pleasure of the green scenery
has always helped in keeping us more
balanced and grounded,” she noted,
adding that the garden has turned many
of their days into special events. “| don’t
like to keep the produce just for myself;
that’s why I try as much as | can to cele-
brate the days of harvest by inviting ev-
eryone — from my family members and
children’s friends to join us.”

Gardening is an active step toward
changing one’s perspective of life, as
Babtain witnessed how it has the power
to lift many people up, adding color
and hope to their lives in their
@4 deepest moments of despair.
She advises anyone with inter-

est in this hobby to start gar-
dening from any place that
has exposure to the sun,
whether it’s on a roof, bal-
cony or garden, highlight-
ing Kuwait’s harsh sun

is the best thing for stim-
ulating a crop’s growth.
On the other hand, she
warned that timing is the
most challenging thing
about gardening, as one

A Y
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must learn more about the suitable time
for each type of crop to grow to achieve
the expected results.

According to Babtain, the most re-
warding thing that she enjoys in gar-
dening is the experience itself, not the
outcome. “The season of gardening is
a season of ups and downs that takes
me through a constant adventure with
small victories. At the end, it's never
about the harvest, it's about how the
process fulfils me from inside,” she
said. Even with all the effort that gar-
dening requires — mentally, financial-
ly and physically — from Babtain, the
positive impact that it has on her is
powerful enough to keep her going.

Home harvest of spunta potatoes.
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Damaged by Cathy GClass

By Ghadeer Ghloum

(41 Damaged” by Cathy Glass is a

must-read for anyone inter-

ested in the resilience of the
human being and the profound impact
that compassion and love can have on
a deeply wounded soul. It is a gripping
memoir that tells the heartbreaking true
story of a young girl who enters Glass’
life as a foster child. Written in first per-
son narration, the book takes its reader
through the highs and lows of Glass’ ex-
perience with the foster child, who is giv-
en the name “Jodie” in the book.

The nine-year-old girl has a shocking
history of sexual abuse and neglection
by her own parents, leaving physical
and emotional scars that Glass portrays

in the book, immediately captivating the
reader’s attention and embarking on
an emotional rollercoaster. The book
unfolds the foster carer’s remarkable
patience, compassion and dedication
in helping Jodie heal from her traumas,
while she faces a lot of obstacles such
as Jodie’s aggressiveness, outbursts,
self-harm, mistrust of everyone and re-
fusal to open up, showcasing the deep
damage in this child.

The book raises awareness about the
importance of early intervention and the
impact that a nurturing environment can
have on a child’s recovery, even in the
worst cases that may seem almost im-
possible to heal. Moreover, as the book
progresses, Glass provides glimpses
into her personal life and the challenges

she faces in finding a balance between
her responsibilities as a foster carer and
a mother of her own flesh and blood.

This brings Glass closer to the read-
ers, as it makes her more relatable to
them. One of the book’s most remark-
able aspects is its ability to elicit anger,
sadness, frustration and hope, making
it an unforgettable read. The book is a
powerful memoir that gives voice to the
voiceless and the most vulnerable cate-
gory — abused children.

“Damaged” is a work of non-fiction
based on the recollections of Cathy
Glass. The names of people, places,
dates and the detail of events have been
changed to protect the privacy of others.

Cathy Glass, foster carer and author

By Antonio Coelho

uwait offers a range of recreational activ-
ities. Shopping is a popular pastime, and
the country has numerous modern malls
and markets. Kuwaitis and expats also
enjoy outdoor activities such as beach outings,
picnics in parks and sports like football and cam-
el racing. Traditional music, dance and cultural
events are celebrated during many festivals.

The weekends are a time for relaxation and
recreation, and everyone heads to the malls. Ku-
wait Times spoke to mallgoers at various malls
around the country; some were busy shopping,
while others were relaxing in cafes with their
friends and families.

MALLING
KUWAIT'S

and home to over 1,100 stores featuring both pop-
ular international and local fashion brands, cafes
and restaurants. At weekends, it is packed with
shoppers and diners of all ages.

Rachael was chilling out with her school
friends at The Avenues. They had entered the mall
at around 10 in the morning, and planned to leave
around 6 pm, with lunch at an ltalian restaurant
and then focusing on shopping. They were also
looking forward to visiting their favorite entertain-
ment zone to play arcade games.

Mariam said she comes to The Avenues when
there are big sales on clothes. All her beauty prod-
ucts are purchased there too, as many shops offer
exclusive discounts on their products. “l can trust
these products as they are genuine,” she pointed
out. 360 and Assima malls are also a destination
for high-end shopping.

Jacob, who works in Ahmadi, goes every week
with his wife and two children to Al Kout Mall in
Fahaheel. They mostly do their shopping, while
the children have fun go-karting and at the rides.
Lunch is a leisurely affair at nearby Indian restau-
rants.

Many citizens and expatriates also visit malls
for their morning walks, especially during the
scorching summer, exercising in airconditioned
comfort. Many stores also offer great discounts
with bumper prizes like cars, household items and
furnishings, attracting shoppers to get their mon-
ey’s worth at these places.

NATIONAL PASTIME
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Most people agree The Avenues in Rai is the
best mall in Kuwait, with huge ample and free
parking. It is the largest shopping mall in Kuwait

Assima Mall The Avenues
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By Faten Omar

In Kuwait, locusts have unexpect-
edly become a widely embraced
culinary choice, not only as a viable
source of nutrition, but also as a del-
icacy. Preferences among Kuwaitis
vary when it comes to consuming
locusts, with some favoring them
boiled until soft, while others prefer
them crispy.

In an interview with Kuwait Times, Bu Abbas, a locust
vendor, shared that locusts, once considered an unconven-
tional choice, have evolved from a niche curiosity to a thriv-
ing aspect of local gastronomy, challenging preconceived
notions about what can be considered a palatable and sus-
tainable source of nutrition.

“Locusts are imported during the winter from Madinah,
Saudi Arabia. We order 100 to 150 bags from Saudi Arabia
to sell them at the truffle and locust market located in Al-
Rai,” Bu Abbas explained. According to him, this insect “re-
sembles a shrimp, and its meat is very delicious, especially
the female. However, he noted that it can be salty, revealing
that Kuwaitis prefer to eat “almkn”, the female locust, due to
its large size, rather than “alasfor”, the smaller male locust.

Bu Abbas sells dozens of bags daily, and there is great
demand from Kuwaiti citizens. He mentioned that locust
prices fluctuate, but generally range between KD 5 and 10

e e

Flying food?

Locusts

an unusual

culinary delight

for a bag, whose weight ranges from 150 grams to half a
kilo. “We sell hundreds of bags of locusts during the season
that extends from January until the beginning of summer,
as the locust season ends when temperatures rise,” he ex-
plained.

Locusts can be stored for up to five years, whether in
refrigerators or by drying them, Bu Abbas said. He stressed
that eating locusts has many benefits, as they may serve
as an alternative to traditional protein sources. “Locusts
are a medicinal food for humans. There are positive effects
of consuming locusts. Locusts are eaten whole, and even
when soaked, the soaking water can be used as medicine
for many diseases,” he noted.

Preparing locusts for consumption involves a meticulous
process that requires attention to detail. According to one
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practitioner of this unique culinary tradition, it takes approxi-
mately half an hour to cook locusts thoroughly. After draining
them of water and removing any unwanted parts, Kuwaitis
typically consume them immediately. Alternatively, for those
who prefer a crunchier texture, locusts can be roasted in
the oven. “You have to wash them properly, then boil them
until they die and stop moving. You will know when they are
ready from the smell,” he told Kuwait Times.

-

A customer buys bags of locusts.

A vendor shows
bags of locusts as
he waits for cus-
tomers at the locust
market in Al-Rai.

— Photos by Yasser #

Al-Zayyat
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A vendor

tastes an
uncooked
locust.

WHAT'S ON
IN KUWAIT

Event: Bugsha Market

Place: Al-Shuwaikh Park,
Al-Sadagah and Al-Salam Park
Date: January 25 to 27, 2024
Time: 12 pm to 10 pm

Event: Ikea fun day

Place: Boulevard - cricket field
Date: January 27, 2024

Time: 10 am to 8 pm

Event: Quantum Con

Place: Kuwait International
Fairground, Hall 6

Date: January 25 to 27, 2024
Time: 9 am to 10 pm

Event: Mirzaamiyat

Place: The Arena- 360 Mall
Date: January 24 to 27, 2024
Time: 10 am to 10 pm

Event: Cowgirl
Place: Freerein
Date: January 26- 27, 2024

Event: KIB - The Stadium
Place: Marina Crescent
Date: January 26- 27, 2024
Time: 4 pm to 10 pm

Event: Sports Square
Place: Sulaibikhat
Date: January 26- 27, 2024

Event: Mshro3e Expo
Place: Qortuba Garden
Date: January 25- 27, 2024

Event: Tours in Sadu House
Place: Sadu House

Date: From Saturday to Thursday
Time: 6:30-7 pm, 7:30-8 pm

Event: Creative Printmaking
Conference

Place: Abdullah Al-Salem
Cultural Center

Date: January 6 to 27, 2024
Time: 6 pm

Event: Al-Mikshat

Place: North Island on Jaber
Causeway

Date: January 12 to April 12, 2024



Kuwait =

Estaldisk

14

Sports

Friday, January 26, 2024

aiswal leads India’s reply
after attacking 70 from Stokes

Hosts were 119-1 at stumps trailing England by 127 runs

HYDERABAD: Opener Yashasvi Jaiswal led India’s
charging reply to England’s 246, which had been driv-
en by captain Ben Stokes’s half-century on an all-at-
tacking opening day of the first Test on Thursday. The
hosts were 119-1 at stumps in Hyderabad and trailing
England by 127 runs, with skipper Rohit Sharma (24)
the sole wicket. Jaiswal, on 76 off 70 balls, and Shub-
man Gill, on 14, were batting at the close of play.

Left-hander Jaiswal reached his fifty in 47 balls
with a boundary off debutant Tom Harley, whose
bruising introduction to Test crickel saw him leak 63
runs from nine overs. Rohil walked back dejected af-
ter mistiming a shot off left-arm spinner Jack Leach,
with Stokes completing the catch in the deep. Stokes
top-scored with 70 after the visitors opted to bat first,
sticking to their ultra-attacking “Bazball” strategy Lo
counter India’s renowned home-turf spin prowess.
“Stokesy’s knock, Lo gel us lo where we were, was
fantastic,” opener Ben Duckett told reporters.

He added that the visitors had finished their
innings “over par” on a difficult pitch that was
likely to gel more unruly. “Come day three, day
four that could be a match-winning knock il the
pitch keeps getting harder to bat on,” he said.
England had lost regular wickels until Stokes
took charge and lifted the total, smashing six
fours and three sixes. The skipper put together
key lower-order stands with Hartley (23) and Mark
Wood (11) before he was finally bowled by pace-

Inexperienced
SA galvanized
for NZ Tests

WELLINGTON: South Africa head coach Shukri
Conrad insisted Thursday that a lack of Test expe-
rience was “galvanizing” his Proteas side for the
two-match series in New Zealand. The Proteas have
brought a weakened side to play the Black Caps, with
many first-choice South African players committed
to their domestic Twenty20 competlition. Eight of the
15-man squad have yet to play Test cricket, including
captain Neil Brand.

Fast bowler Duanne Olivier has the most expe-
rience with 15 Test appearances. The 31-year-old is
looking to restart a Test career stalled by injuries.
“We are all aware of why the side is what it is,” Con-
rad told reporters in Christchurch before the two-
Test series, which starts next week. “We have made
peace with it a long time ago. “It’s a conversation
which has been well ventilated and discussed. If any-
thing, it’s been used as a galvanizing agent.”

He said his new-look South African team is des-
perate to defend their record of having never lost
a Test series to New Zealand, dating back to the
1931/32 season. “We have guys here who are out to
prove both to themselves and show the strength of
the Proteas lies not only in the top 11 (players). “We
are here as a Proteas side - not a second- or third-
rate side. “The fact New Zealand have never beaten
us in a series, that looms large. IU's a proud feat that
we don't easily want Lo surrender.” He said jet lag af-
ter the long flight from Johannesburg had been “a bit
of a struggle” but his side had enjoyed a “really good
build-up” so far in New Zealand. “We are looking
forward Lo a really good baltle on the field,” he said.

Conrad said his squad has a lot of first-class ex-
perience, insisting they are not underdogs. “I don't
think any South African likes to be regarded as an
underdog, we are certainly not adopting that tag,”
he added. “I speak for every one of the guys - they
are itching to gel going against a top side.” Conrad
said his team had already proven themselves in a
recent home series win over a second-string West
Indies team. “Confidence is very high. We have qual-
ity cricketers,” he said. South Africa have a warm-up
malch against a New Zealand XI starting Monday in
Lincoln, near Christchurch. — AFP

Taiwan’s Yu grabs
one-stroke lead at
Torrey Pines

LOS ANGELES: Taiwan’s Kevin Yu, chasing a
first US PGA Tour lille, carded eight birdies in his
eight-under par-64 to take a one-shot lead after the
first round of the Farmers Insurance Open at Torrey
Pines on Wednesday. Yu, a former world amateur
number one who missed four months after suffering
a lorn meniscus in his left knee last February, edged
a stroke clear of world number six Patrick Cantlay
and Japanese rookie Ryo Hisatsune with his bo-
gev-free effort at Torrey Pines North Course, one
ol two in use for the lournament.

Both Cantlay and Hisatsune had cight birdies
with one bogey on the North Course. “I was jusl
trying to play my best today, just trying to hit a
lot of fairways, trying to make as many putts as I
can,” Yu said. “Greens a little bumpy, but I'm just
trying Lo hit the best stroke I can oul there, which
I did today.” On a day when slaying oul ol the
dense rough still wel from rain early in the week
was key, Yu hit 12 of 14 fairways in regulation and
17 of 18 greens.

He said keeping it in the fairway was a pri-
ority, and after finishing tied for third after a
final-round 63 al La Quinta on Sunday he was
conflident he could do so. “I've been hilling very
good,” he said. “I don’t have to try to hit like my
maximum distance oul there, I just have to hil a
lot of fairways. That was just the plan today, and
if I hit a fairway, like ball-striking’s been pretty
decent for me, Loo.” — AFP

man Jasprit Bumrah after tea in the final wicket.

‘A bit challenging’

India spinner Axar Patel said his side were happy
to hold the tourists to their total, adding that the pitch
had yel to turn in favor of bowlers. “IUs a bil chal-
lenging for the batsman, but if you play well, you can
score runs,” he said. “For bowlers it's a challenge,”
he added. “If you miss your line and length then runs
will come easy.” England had started the day brisk-
ly, with Duckett (35) and Zak Crawley (20) putlting
on an opening stand of 55, with regular boundaries
off Bumrah and Mohammed Siraj. England reached
41-0 in eight overs before spin was introduced, with
Ravindra Jadeja and Ravichandran Ashwin eventu-
ally taking three apiece. Duckett fell Ibw to Ashwin,
who broke the tourists’ breezy opening stand.

Crawley gifted Ashwin a second wickel when the
tall opener hit the ball to mid-off and Siraj took a low
catch. Jonny Bairstow hit 37 in a partnership of 61
with Joe Root, who made 29. Axar, a left-arm spin-
ner, bowled Bairstow with a delivery that spun away
from the batsman soon after lunch, Lo elicil roaring
cheers [rom the home crowd. Jadeja gol Rool caught
al shortl fine-leg after the veleran balsman mistimed
a sweep and trudged back to the pavilion. The start
of India’s innings wilnessed a securily breach when a
fan barged onto the pitch to touch Rohit’s feet before
being hauled away by security. — AFP

Hodge,DaSilvalead
W Indies fightback
in second Test

BRISBANE: Kavem Hodge and Joshua Da Silva put
on 149 runs for the sixth wicket to lead a West In-

dies fightback against Australia on the first day of

the second Test on Thursday as the visitors reached
266-8 at stumps. Hodge and wicketkeeper Da Silva
were together at the start of the second session with
the West Indies in huge trouble at 64-5.

The pair dug in and batted for over a session and
a half before Da Silva was finally dismissed for 79,
trapped lbw by off-spinner Nathan Lyon with the
score on 213. Hodge, playing only his second Test, then
fell to the second new ball 12 runs later when he edged
Mitchell Starc (4-68) to Steve Smith at second slip for
an impressive 71. Debutant Kevin Sinclair was not out
16 at the close, with Alzarri Joseph dismissed for an en-
Lertaining 32 off 22 balls from the last ball of the day.

Hodge and Da Silva mixed resolute defense with
some exciting shot-making throughout their part-
nership to give their side some hope after a disap-
pointing start to the innings. After winning the toss
and deciding to bal first on a hot day under clear
skies, West Indies skipper Kraigg Brathwaite would
have been hoping to get the visitors off to a good
start at the top of the order. However, he looked
unsettled and fell for four in the eighth over when
he played al a Josh Hazlewood delivery outside off
stump and got an edge to keeper Alex Carey.

Fellow opener Tagenarine Chanderpaul had
looked more comfortable at the other end and he
and an aggressive Kirk McKenzie started to move
the score along. But McKenzie, who scored 21 from

Salwa Women’s

Club handball team
win championship

KUWAIT: Salwa Women'’s Club handball team won
the friendly Salwa Club Championship, that concluded
on Wednesday under the patronage of Sheikha Naee-
ma Al-Ahmad. The final match was with Iraq’s Irbil
Club which ended in third place with the score of 27-
18. Meanwhile, Bahrain’s Al-Muharraq team was the
second spot. Sheikha Naeema congratulated Salwa
Club for winning the title and congratulated Muharraq
and Irbil for their efforts. She said such tournaments
are in preparation for the new season to start next
month, and will improve the level of the players.

Iraq’s head of delegation Mousa Mohsen thanked
Sheikha Naeema for the good reception and hospitality,
adding that his team benefitted from this parlicipation
and hoped it continues in the coming vears and have
more teams to participate. Salwa Club coach Moham-
mad Mirza said the tournament was excellent and the
players gained a lot from it and wished the team good
luck in the coming league tournament.
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HYDERABAD: India’s Yashasvi Jaiswal (left) plays a shot during the first day of the first Test cricket match be-
tween India and England at the Rajiv Gandhi International Stadium in Hyderabad on January 25, 2024. — AFP

_ . ..

BRISBANE: Joshua Da Silva of the West Indies bats during day one of the second cricket Test match between
Australia and West Indies at the Gabba in Brisbane on January 25, 2024. — AFP

25 balls, tried one big shol oo many and gol a
thick edge off Pat Cummins to first slip, where Us-
man Khawaja took a sharp chance high to his right.
Chanderpaul (21) was next to go when he edged
Starc to Smith at second slip to leave the West Indies
struggling al 54-3. Thal was soon 57-3 when Alick
Athanaze became Starc’s 350th Test wicket, caught
behind by Carey for eight.

KKhawaja gol his second calch when Greaves
edged Starc to first slip with the dinner break just

four balls away. Bul the second session belonged Lo
the West Indies, with Hodge and Da Silva resolute in
the face of the Australian attack. The two took the
West Indies almost to the second new ball, but once
Da Silva fell the balling became more difficult under
the lights. When Hodge fell there was some chance
the West Indies could have collapsed once again.
However, Sinclair batted sensibly and Joseph swung
his bat freely before edging Hazlewood Lo give Smith
his third catch at second slip. — AFP
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Holders Senegal remain team to beat
alter spectacular AFCON group stage

Morocco, continent’s top-ranked team, eased through with seven points

ABIDJAN: The Africa Cup of Nations moves onto
the knockout phase after a remarkable group stage
packed with goals, drama, shock results and a huge
scare [or hosts Ivory Coast, but holders Senegal re-
main the team to beat. The tournament is on course
Lo be far more prolific than either of the two previ-
ous editions to feature 24 teams, after 89 goals were
scored in the group stage. That average of 2.5 per
game marks a huge increase after 68 were scored in
the first round in Cameroon Lwo years ago, and in the
first expanded AFCON in Egypt in 2019.

Senegal got Lo the final of both of those lourna-
ments, and won the title for the first time in 2022.
They have so far lived up to their billing in Ivory
Coasl, with Aliou Cisse’s side alone in finishing the
group stage with a 100 percent record. Led by Sa-
dio Mane, they swept aside Gambia, Cameroon and
Guinea and can be confidenl going into a last-16
tie with the Ivorians in Yamoussoukro. Meanwhile
Morocco, the continent’s top-ranked team, eased
through with seven points and the sense is there
must be more lo come [rom a side led by Paris
Saint-Germain full-back Achrafl Hakimi, as they face
South Africa next.

Solid Nigeria

Three-time champions Nigeria have looked re-
markably sound defensively, with coach Jose Peseiro
openly admilting keeping clean sheets is his number
one priority. That is despite the Super Eagles’ im-
pressive array of attacking options around superstar
Victor Osimhen, the African player of the year. “My
responsibility is to choose the best way to win this
competition,” Peseiro said when asked about his de-
cision to put the focus on the defence. “I chose an-

other strategy, and the players believe in it -- don't
concede goals because we will score at least one.”

He astutely pointed out that Senegal only scored
one goal in their first three games al the last AF-
CON before going on to lift the trophy. Nigeria’s
meeting with Cameroon is a mouthwatering repeat
of the 2000 final, when Rigobert Song’s Indomita-
ble Lions won on penalties in Lagos—he is now the
Cameroon coach.

Egypt have been the opposite of Nigeria—a
leam thal conceded only six goals across the last
three tournaments combined have let in six in three
group games here. “Obviously this is something
that worries me,” said their coach Rui Vitoria, al-
though the fitness of talisman Mohamed Salah is
their biggest concern before facing the Democratic
Republic of Congo.

He has returned to his club Liverpool for treat-
ment on a hamslring injury amid suggestions he
might not be fit to come back for Egypt unless they
reach the February 11 final. Not all the heavyweights
survived the group stage, with Tunisia and Algeria
the biggest names to be eliminated. In contrast, Na-
mibia and Mauritania have made it beyond the group
stage for the first time, while Cape Verde and Ango-
la’s impressive showings so far give them reason to
believe they can win knockout ties for the first time.
“In our first team meeting I said to the players the
objective was to get to the semi-finals,” declared
Cape Verde coach Pedro ‘Bubista’ Brito.

Ivorian hopes still alive
Few in Ivory Coast could have contemplated that
their team, one of the traditional powerhouses of the
African game and two-time continental champions,
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= SAN-PEDRO: Morocco’s midfielder #16 Abdessamad Ezzalzouli (R) kicks the ball during the Africa Cup of

= Nations (CAN) 2024 group F football match between Zambia and Morocco at the Stade Laurent Pokou in

San Pedro. — AFP

could be eliminated in the group stage. Yel they came
within a whisker of becoming the first AFCON hosts
Lo go oul in the first round since Gabon in 2017, and
just the second since Tunisia in 1994.

That was after a shocking 4-0 defeat by Equato-
rial Guinea, their heaviest ever home loss. However,
they squeezed through as the last of the four best
third-placed sides and now face Senegal. The Ele-

MADRID: Almeria’s Spanish defender #03 Edgar Gonzalez eyes the ball during the Spanish League football match between Real Madrid CF and UD Almeria at the

Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid. — AFP

Real Madrid take
top spot in football
‘Money League’

LONDON: Real Madrid have climbed to the top of
football's ‘Money League’ as the Spanish side sur-
passed Manchester City to become the highest rev-
enue-generaling club in 2022-23. For the first lime
since 2017-18, Real are in pole position in Deloitte’s
financial rankings with a reported record revenue of
831 million euros ($905 million), an increase of 118
million euros over the previous year.

Although they failed to win La Liga lasl sea-
son—finishing 10 points behind champions Barcelo-
na—and lost in the Champions League semi-finals
Lo Manchester Cily, Real’s growth is largely attrib-
utable to strong retail performance, higher stadium
attendance and recovery of sponsorship income fol-
lowing the easing ol Covid-19 restriclions.

Manchester Cily, who won the Premier League,
Champions League and FA Cup last scason, fall to
second place in the 2024 rankings. The club reported
its highest ever revenue for a season, 826 million euros,
and bolstered both broadcast and commercial reve-
nues by 50 million euros and 26 million curos respec-
tively. French champions Paris Saint-Germain broke
into the top three for the first time, with revenues of
802 million euros. Barcelona are in fourth position as
their 800 million euros revenue lifted them from sev-
enth place, with club record licensing and merchandis-

ing revenues and [ans relurning Lo sltadiums.

Commercial revenue represented the largest
income stream for ‘Money League’ clubs for the
first lime since the 2015-16 season, excluding the
COVID-19 impacted 2019-20 season. Seventeen of
the top 20 clubs reported a year-on-year increase in
commercial revenue, with growth largely attributable
Lo improved retail sales, revenue from non-matchday
events and recovery of sponsorship income which
had been impacted by the pandemic.

Tim Bridge, lead partner in financial experts De-
loitte’s Sports Business Group, said: “Another re-
cord-breaking year for Money League clubs rep-
resenls the ongoing financial might of the football
industry. “A high demand for live sport is pointing
towards [urther growth for commercial and match-
day revenues, in particular. “As clubs appear to no
longer be able to rely on exponential broadcast rev-
enue growth, creating a more commercially focused
business model will support them to achieve greater
control over their financial stability.”

Liverpool have had the biggest fall of any club in
the top 20, from third place down to seventh, after
Deloitte found their revenue had dropped slightly
from 694.7 million euros to 694.2 million euros. De-
loitte attributed that fall to the Reds’ on-field per-
formance, with the club finishing fifth in the Premier
League last season and bowing out in the Champi-
ons League last 16. Manchester United dropped one
place to fifth despite a healthier revenue figure than
the season before. Tottenham and Chelsea switched
places compared to last year, with Spurs up one
place to eighth, partly thanks to revenue earned from

their stadium which hosts several NFL. games a sea-
son. Arsenal held on to 10th position.

Men’s team rankings

Note: Last year's position in brackets, revenue in mil-
lions of euros and second figure is lasl year’s revenue:

1 (2) Real Madrid 831.4 euros (713.7 euros)

2 (1) Manchester Cily 825.9 (731)

3 (5) Paris Saint-Germain 801.8 (654.2)

4 (7) Barcelona 800.1 (638.2)

5 (4) Manchester United 745.8 (688.6)

6 (6) Bayern Munich 744.0 (653.6)

7 (3) Liverpool 682.9 (701.8)

8 (9) Tottenham Hotspur 631.5 (522.9)

9 (8) Chelseca 589.4 (568.3)

10 (10) Arsenal 532.6 (433.5)

11 (11) Juventus 432.4 (400.7)

12 (13) Borussia Dortmund 420.0 (357)

13 (16) AC Milan 385.3 (257.4)

14 (14) Inter Milan 378.9 (308.4)

15 (12) Atetico Madrid 364.1 (393.9)

16 (n/a) Eintracht Frankfurt 293.5 (208.3)

17 20) Newcastle United 287.8 (212.2) 250.3 (179.7)

18 (15) West Ham United 275.1 (301.3) 239.2 (255.1)

19 (n/a) Napoli 267.7 (156.5) 232.8 (132.5)

20 (n/a) Marseille 258.4 (237.5) 224.7 (201.2)

Women'’s club rankings
1 Barcelona 13.4 (11.6)
2 Manchester United 8.0 (7.0)
3 Real Madrid 7.4 (6.5)
4 Manchester Cily 5.3 (4.6)
5 Arsenal 5.3 (4.6). —AFP

Classifieds

phants became the second team to sack their coach
during the tournament, following in the footsteps of
Tanzania by dismissing Jean-Louis Gassel. Emerse
Fae is their new interim boss and he takes over a
team that is not as strong as past Ivorian sides but
still boasts quality, particularly in midfield. It remains
to be seen if they can compete with the defending
champions, however. — AFP

Rubiales to face trial
over World Cup kiss

MADRID: A Spanish judge on Thursday pro-
posed that disgraced former Spanish football chief
Luis Rubiales be tried over the kiss he forced on
Women’s World Cup star Jenni Hermoso. In a rul-
ing following his preliminary investigation, judge
Francisco de Jorge of Spain’s Audiencia Nacional
top criminal court concluded that the kiss “was not
consensual and was a unilateral and unexpected
move” by Rubiales, who is facing charges ol sexual
assaullt and coercion.

He also proposed putting three others on tri-
al for subsequently exerting pressure on Hermoso,
33, “to make a public statement confirming the kiss
was consensual”: former women’s coach Jorge Vilda,
men’s team director Albert Luque and RFEF mar-
keling boss Ruben Rivera. All three have also been
investigated by the judge. During the incident on Au-
gust 20, which took place live in front of the cameras
after Spain beat England to win the Women’s World
Cup final in Australia, Rubiales held Hermoso’s head
in both hands and forcibly kissed her on the lips.

He has described the act as “a consensual peck”
bul Hermoso has insisted it was nol. In his ruling, De
Jorge said questions about “whether the aim was
erotic or not and about the excitement stemming
from the extraordinary sporting triumph are elements
whose legal consequences will have to be examined”
before the court. But he also said that a kiss on the
lips “affects the sphere of intimacy reserved for sexu-
al relations, in particular when it involved two adults”.

‘A concerted effort’

He also said he had found evidence of “a con-
certed effort” by Vilda, Luque and Rivera, in agree-
ment with Rubiales, “to persuade Jennifer Hermoso
and get her to agree to make a video saying the
kiss was consensual”. Such actions “could consti-
tute a criminal offence linked to the main offence”
altributed to Rubiales, regardless of the fact that on
its own, it could appear to be a minor offence. The
kiss provoked widespread outrage and prompted his
suspension by world football governing body FIFA.
Under Spanish law, a non-consensual kiss can be
considered sexual assault—a criminal category that
groups all types of sexual violence.

Penalties for such a kiss range {rom a fine Lo four
years in prison. Hermoso filed a lawsuit against Ru-
biales, 46, in September and Leslified before the
judge earlier this month saying she had come under
pressure to defend him both on the flight back from
Australia and on a subsequent team holiday to Ibi-
za in the Balearic Islands. In her testimony, she said
she had faced “constant harassment by the parties
under investigation, which disrupted her normal life,
causing her anxiely and distress”. Numerous other
wilnesses have Leslified belore the judge aboul the
pressure faced by Hermoso, among them two-time
Ballon d’Or winner Alexia Putellas and two other
Spanish teammates. — AFP
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Japan into Asian Cup last 16
as Iraq win five-goal thriller

S Korea struggle into Asian Cup last 16 with Malaysia draw
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- DOHA: Japan’s defender #15 Koki Machida falls in a challenge for the ball against Indonesia’s midfielder #08 Witan Sulaeman during the Qatar 2023 AFC Asian Cup Group D football match between Japan and Indonesia at
Al-Thumama Stadium in Doha on January 24, 2024. — AFP

DOHA: Japan cruised into the Asian
Cup last 16 on Wednesday and a
possible date with South Korea, as
already qualified Iraq came out on
top in a five-goal thriller. Ayase Ueda
struck in each half to go with a lale
Indonesia own goal as pre-lourna-
ment favorites Japan won 3-1 to fin-
ish runners-up in Group D behind
Iraq. Japan will now face the winners
of Group E—South Korea’s group.
Jurgen Klinsmann’s South Korea are
currently second on goal dilference
behind Jordan and face Malaysia in
their final group match on Thursday.

Following Japan’s shock 2-1 defeat
to Iraq, coach Hajime Moriyasu made
eight changes to his starting line-up,
bringing in an entirely new defence.
He kept faith in goalkeeper Zion Su-
zuki, who was at fault against Iraq and
was racially abused online after the
game. But there was still no place for
Brighton winger Kaoru Mitoma, who
was left out of the match-day squad
for a third straight game as he strug-
gles for full fitness.

Japan were awarded a penalty in
the sixth minute after a VAR check
ruled that Indonesia defender Jordi
Amal had dragged down Ueda in the
box. The Feyenoord striker dusted
himsell down and dispatched the spot-
kick past goalkeeper Ernando Ari. Ja-

Williams brothers

pan doubled their lead seven minutes
after half-time when Ritsu Doan cut
through the Indonesia defense down
the wing and Ueda was on hand to tap
home his low cross.

Ueda went looking for his hat-trick
and his shot pressured Indonesia de-
fender Justin Hubner into firing the ball
into his own goal in the 88th minute.
Sandy Walsh volleyed home from close
range in the 91st minute Lo give Indo-
nesia a consolation. They finished third
in the group and will have to wait until
the first round concludes on Thursday
Lo see if they go through as one of the
four best third-placed teams.

Hussein double

The 2007 champions Iraq, who had
already topped the group, scored in
the 12th minute of injury lime against
10-man Vietnam for a thrilling 3-2 win.
Aymen Hussein scored twice, includ-
ing the decider at the death from the
penalty spol, Lo lake his tally Lo a lour-
nament-leading five goals.

Vietnam led three minutes before
the break when Bui Hoang Viel Anh
poked home off a Khuat Van Khang
free-kick. That would be Khuat's last
major attacking involvement—he was
sent off in first-half stoppage time for
a second yellow card.

Rebin Sulaka equalised immediate-

ly after the restlart and then Hussein,
on as a substitute, made it 2-1. Hussein
missed a penalty and it looked like
he would be made to regret it when
Nguyen Quang Hai got behind the
Iraqi back line to score on the stroke
of the 90th minute to make it 2-2. But
Vielnam gave away another penalty
deep in added time and on this occa-
sion Hussein did not miss.

Son Heung-min’s South Korea toiled
into the Asian Cup knockout rounds on
Thursday after conceding a last-min-
ute equalizer in a madcap 3-3 draw
with minnows Malaysia. The result in
Doha meant the Koreans advanced
as Group E runners-up and avoided
a last-16 showdown with pre-tourna-
ment favorites Japan. Instead they will
play the winner of Group F, which Sau-
di Arabia currently lead ahead of Thai-
land. Bahrain topped Group E and will
face Japan after a 1-O win over Jor-
dan, who also went through to the last
16. Malaysia were eliminated despite
a heroic effort that saw the world’s
130th-ranked team score a 105th-min-
ute equalizer from Romel Morales.

Jurgen Klinsmann’s South Korea
thought they had won il after Lee
Kang-in equalised with an 83rd-min-
ute free-kick and then Tottenham
Hotspur’s Son scored from the pen-
alty spot in the 94th minute. Jeong

Woo-yeong gave the Koreans the
lead in the 21st minute, only for Ma-
laysia to come roaring back with two
goals early in the second hall from
Faisal Halim and Arif Aiman, the latter
from the spol.

Klinsmann named Wolverhamplon
Wanderers forward Hwang Hee-chan
among the substitutes for the first lime
al the Asian Cup. Hwang, who has
scored 10 goals in the Premier League
this season, has been struggling with
a hip injury. South Korea had VAR
Lo thank for their opening goal. Jeong
thumped a header towards goal that
Malaysia goalkeeper Syihan Hazmi ini-
tially looked to have clawed away with
a fantastic save. But the replay showed
that the ball had crossed the line be-
fore Hazmi gol a hand Lo iL.

It was a rare moment of ruthless-
ness from a Korean side that dominal-
ed possession but could not turn it into
goals in the first hall. Malaysia made
them pay with a stunning equalizer six
minules after the restarl. Darren Lok
robbed a sleeping Hwang In-beom on
the edge of the box, and Halim turned
Bayern Munich defender Kim Min-jae
inside out before slotting the ball home
from a light angle. And more was Lo
come when a VAR check gave Malay-
sia a penally after Seol Young-woo was
ruled to have kicked Aiman. — AFP

In their way were former Barca coach Ernesto

fire Athletic Bilbao
into Copa semis

BILBAO: Inaki Williams raced back from Alrica Lo face
Barcelona in the Copa del Rey and sent Athletic Bilbao
into the semi-finals by scoring a crucial goal in their
4-2 extra-lime triumph on Wednesday. The Ghana for-
ward played on Monday for his country but made it
home to help Athletic vanquish the Spanish champions
and pile more pressure on their coach Xavi Hernandez.
Athletic struck inside the first minute through Gorka
Guruzeta, but Barcelona turned the game around with
goals from Robert Lewandowski and 16-year-old star-
let Lamine Yamal.

Oihan Sancet netted carly in the second half to take
the game to extra-time and then teed up substitute
Inaki Williams to put the Basques ahead. His broth-
er Nico Williams added the finishing touch late on to
complele a superb night for the hosts, and a miserable
one for Barca, despite a baltling performance. “There
was a lack of concentration, individual errors,” admit-
ted Xavi. “It's a game of errors and we are not mini-
mizing them.”

The coach said he was calm despite the defeat and
had bigger fish to fry. “We’ll go for La Liga and the

BILBAO: Athletic Bilbao’s Spanish midfielder #24 Benat
Prados and Barcelona’s Uruguayan defender #04 Ron-
ald Araujo vie for a header next to Barcelona’s Dutch
midfielder #21 Frenkie de Jong during the Spanish Copa
del Rey (King’s Cup) quarter final football match.— AFP

Champions League, the most important trophies re-
main, and we'll fight for them like we did today,” he add-
ed. After Barcelona’s recent humbling by Real Madrid
in the Spanish Super Cup final Xavi admitted the team
needs Lo win a trophy this season. Eight points off the
top in La Liga, the record 31-time Copa del Rey win-
ners saw the cup as an accessible route to silverware.

Valverde and his Athletic side, 23-time cup champions,
behind only the Catalans, featuring the inspired Wil-
liams brothers. “The fact Inaki was here was a huge mo-
rale boost,” Valverde told TVE. “He’s a player who is al-
ways decisive for us and who instills fear in opponents.”
Roared on at a raucous San Mames, Athletic took the
lead after just 36 seconds, with Guruzela capilalizing on
Barca’s disorganized defense and turning home.

Conceding early goals has been a big problem for
Barcelona this season—remarkably this was only the
third fastest. Xavi's side have shown good grit to fight
back in matches though and they did it again, after de-
fender Alejandro Balde went off with a hamstring inju-
ry. Lewandowski charged down Yuri Berchiche’s clear-
ance and deflected it into the net, before the electric
Yamal cut in from the right and flashed a shot into the
bottom corner from the edge of the box.

Athletic goalkeeper Julen Agirrezabala tipped Fer-
ran Torres’ strike narrowly wide before half-time and
his team pulled level early in the second half through
Sancet’s header. Guruzeta should have put Los Leones
ahead but headed off-target, with Inaki Williams falling
to the floor in frustration on the sidelines. The Ghana
international, who raced back from the Africa Cup of
Nations in the Ivory Coast to participate, soon entered
the fray. His brother, Nico Williams, the architect of
Sancet’s leveler, bent a shot narrowly past the post as
the match lurched back and forth, while Yamal dinked
wide when through on goal. — AFP

Sabalenka, Zheng
march into Open
final showdown

MELBOURNE: Defending champion Aryna Sabalen-
ka will clash with Chinese 12th seed Zheng Qinwen in
the Australian Open final after both women powered
to straight-sets victories in the last four on Thursday.
World number two Sabalenka kept her title defence
on track by blasting past American fourth seed Coco
Gauff 7-6 (7/2), 6-4 with the rool closed on Rod La-
ver Arena. Zheng then stormed into a debut champion-
ship match with a slirring 6-4, 6-4 viclory over gallant
Ukrainian qualifier Dayana Yastremska.

In doing so, the 21-year-old became the first Chi-
nese [inalist in Melbourne since her idol Li Na won the
title in 2014. Zheng’s previous best Slam showing was
the quarter-finals at the US Open last year, when she
was easily beaten by Sabalenka in their only previous
meeting. The Belarusian will be favorite again to claim
her second major crown on Saturday in what promises
to be a bruising showdown between two hard-hitters
who sometimes train together.

“I was able to focus on myself,” said Sabalenka of
beating Gauff and avenging her defeal in last year’s US
Open final. “I was prepared that she was going to move
well and put all the balls back and I was just ready for
anything. That was the key, and the support here.” The
win ensured she became the first player since Serena
Williams in 2016 and 2017 to reach back-to-back Aus-
tralian Open finals.

No one since Victoria Azarenka in 2013 has mount-
ed a successful women’s litle defence atl Melbourne
Park. Sabalenka said before her match that she was
motivated by revenge after 19-year-old Gauff’s break-
through three-set triumph at Flushing Meadows. But
it proved to be her toughest assignment at the tour-
nament so far, having dropped just 16 games leading
into the clash. “It’s always a great fight (against Gaulff).
She’s a greal player and I enjoy playing her,” she said.
“I really hope that in the future we are going to play
many more finals.” — AFP

MELBOURNE: China’s Zheng Qinwen hits a return
against Ukraine’s Dayana Yastremska during their
women’s singles semi-final match on day 12 of the
Australian Open tennis tournament in Melbourne on
January 25, 2024. — AFP
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