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GAZA: Palestinians recover the body of a child from the rubble of a building in Khan Yunis on Nov 6, 2023. — AFP

Boycotts of major
pro-Zionist brands
sweeping Mideast

MANAMA: In a convenience store in Bah-
rain, 14-year-old Jana Abdullah carries a tablet
as she shops, checking a list of Western brands
to avoid as the Zionist entity pounds Gaza in
its campaign to destroy Hamas. Jana and her
10-year-old brother, Ali, used to eat at a US
[ast food chain nearly daily, but they are among
many across the Middle East now boycotting
products they believe support the Zionist entity.

With the campaign spreading on social me-
dia including Tik'Tok, children as well as their
parents are shunning major Western brands.
“We have started to boycott all products that
support (the Zionist entity) in solidarity with the
Palestinians,” Jana tells AFP. “We do not want
our money to contribute to more fighting,” she
added, searching for local replacements.

Across the region, Arabs angered by the Zi-
onisl allacks have lurned against brands associ-
ated with the Zionist entity’s allies, notably the
United States. The boycott has been accompa-
nied by calls for Arab states Lo cut ties with the
Zionist entity, while pro-Palestinian rallies have
taken place weekly in major capitals. Turkey and
Jordan have recalled ambassadors to the Zionist
entity, Saudi Arabia announced a pause in nor-
malization talks and Bahrain’s parliament said
trade ties had been halted, although there was
no government confirmation.

Led by tech-savvy youth, the boycott cam-
paign includes browser extensions, dedicated
websites and smartphone apps that identify
proscribed products. One Google Chrome ex-
tension, PalestinePact, blurs items advertised
online if they are included in the list.

Continued on Page 6
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Gaza’s Kuwait
Hospital still
operational

GAZA: The Kuwait Specialized Hospital
in the Gaza Strip continues to operate
despite the brutal Zionist occupation’s
bombardment and threats to annihilate
the [lacility, said an official on Monday.
Medical staff keeps on receiving dai-
Iy hundreds of patients and scores of
wounded due the vicious Zionist on-
slaught on the Gaza Strip, said Director
of the hospital Dr Suhaib Al-Hamss.

He affirmed the Zionist regime had
crossed all red lines and internation-

S Africa recalls
all envoys from
Zionist entity

JOHANNESBURG: The South African
government said on Monday it would re-
call all its diplomats from the Zionist enti-
Ly Lo signal its concern over the situation
in Gaza. Pretoria also said the position of
the Zionist ambassador lo the counlry

Zionists arrest

Palestinian activist

Ahed Tamimi

JERUSALEM: The Zionist army said Monday il
had arrested the prominent 22-year-old Palestinian
activist Ahed Tamimi during a raid in the occupied
West Bank. “Ahed Tamimi was arrested on suspi-
cion of inciling violence and Llerrorist aclivilies in
the town of Nabi Salih” near the cily ol Ramallah, an
army spokesman told AFP. “Tamimi was transferred

al laws, but despite the dire situation,
the hospital continues to serve the
around 350,000 residents of Rafah
city. With the number of displaced
coming [rom the north rising, there
are currently around a million people
in the area, he noted.

The emergency room of the hospital
received 500 cases sulfering [rom re-
spiratory and skin diseases, fever and
stomach problems directly related to
the inhumane Zionist mililary assaull,
he revealed, adding that major oper-
ations were suspended and all efforts
were now directed towards the ER and
other departments. He affirmed that a
batch of medical supplies was deliv-
ered from the Kuwait Red Crescent
Society (KRCS) in the last few days, in
addition Lo Kuwaili charilies and gen-
erous donators. — KUNA

was becoming “more and more unten-
able”, accusing the diplomat of having
made “disparaging remarks” about peo-
ple criticizing the Zionist entity.

“The South African governmenl has
decided to withdraw all its diplomats in
Tel Aviv for consullation,” Khumbudzo
Nishavheni, a minister in the president’s
office, told a press briefing without pro-
viding further delails. Pretoria has long
been a vocal supporter of the Palestinian
cause, with the ruling African Nation-
al Congress (ANC) often linking il Lo ils
own struggle against apartheid.

The aclivist was arrested during a Zionist army
raid “aimed at apprehending individuals suspected
ol being involved in terrorist activilies and incite-
ment to hatred” in the north of the West Bank, the
spokesman added. When AFP inquired about the
reasons for her arrest, a securily source forwarded
an Instagram post, which has circulated widely on
social media and is attributed to the young activist.

The activist's mother, Nariman Al-Tamimi, denied
she wrote the post. “There are dozens of (online)
pages in Ahed’s name with her photo, with which
she has no connection,” Tamimi told AFP. She added
that her husband, Bassem Al-Tamimi, was arrested
on Ocl 20 and since then there was no news aboul

his whereabouts.

to (Zionist) security forces for further questioning.”

ops aid

into Gaza

GAZA: The death toll in Gaza now ex-
ceeds 10,000 alter nearly one month
of Zionist bombardment, the health
ministry said Monday as the offensive
against the Palestinian militant group
showed signs of intensifying. Deler-
mined to destroy Hamas whose Oct
7 attack left 1,400 dead in the Zionist
enlity and saw over 240 hoslages lak-
en, Prime Minister Benjamin Nelanya-
hu has vowed no letup despite mount-
ing international calls for a ceasefire.
The Kuwaili foreign ministry on
Sunday voiced emphatic condemna-
lion of remarks made by a Zionisl oc-
cupation minister regarding dropping
a nuclear bomb on the Gaza Strip.
Undoubtedly, these remarks prove
that the Zionist occupation and its ag-
gression on the Palestinian people and
civilians have reached a serious slage,
and its arrogance has reached unprec-
edented brulalily, the ministry said
in a press release. It echoed Kuwait's
appeal to the international commu-
nity and the United Nations Securi-
ly Council (UNSC) o halt genocides
against the Palestinian people.
Hundreds of overnight strikes pushed
the death toll to 10,022, mostly women
and children, a spokesman for the Gaza
health ministry told a press conference
on Monday afternoon. Two pediatric
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Tigers fans leap into river as
‘Curse of the Colonel’ lifted

hospitals and Gaza’s only psychiatric
hospilal were hil, the ministry said, al-
ter the director of another hospital, the
Deir al-Balah in central Gaza, reported
he had counted 58 dead.

“These are massacres! They de-
stroyed three houses over the heads of
their inhabitants — women and chil-
dren,” one resident, Mahmud Mesh-
mesh, told AFP. “We have already
taken 40 bodies out of the rubble,” he
said as crowds prayed around corpses
wrapped in white shrouds.

Jordan’s air force airdropped vital
medical supplies to a field hospital in
the besieged Gaza Strip, King Abdul-
lah II said early Monday. “Our fear-
less air force personnel air-dropped
al midnight urgent medical aid o the
Jordanian field hospital in Gaza,” he
said on X, formerly Twilter. “This is
our duty to aid our brothers and sis-
ters injured in the war on Gaza,” he
said, adding: “We will always be there
for our Palestinian brethren.”

Ground forces with lanks have
flooded the northern half of the Gaza
Strip and tightened an encirclement of
Gaza City, effectively splitting the terri-
Lory in Lwo, even as hundreds of thou-
sands of civilians remained in the north
despite Zionist evacuation orders.

Continued on Page 6

GAZA: Palestinian patients receive treatment at Kuwait Hospital in Rafah in

the southern Gaza Strip. — KUNA

Foreign Minister Naledi Pandor
said the recall of the diplomats was
“normal practice”, adding the envoys
would give a “full briefing” to the
government, which will then decide
whether it can be of assistance or if a
“continued relationship is actually able
Lo be sustained”. “We are... extremely
concerned al the continued killing of
children and innocent civilians in the
Palestinian Llerrilories and we believe
the nature of response by (the Zionist
enlily) has become one ol colleclive
punishment,” Pandor told a press con-

Continued on Page 6

ference on Monday, as she hosted her
Ukrainian counterpart Dmytro Kuleba.
“We felt it important that we do sig-
nal the concern of South Africa while
continuing to call for a comprehensive
cessation (of hostilities).”

Earlier, Ntshavheni accused Zion-
ist ambassador Eliav Belotsercovsky,
ol making derogalory commenls aboul
South Alfricans, including members of
government, “who are speaking against
the holocaust being committed by the
(Zionist) government”.

Continued on Page 6
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Kuwait reaffirms its commitment
to protect environment during war

KEPS, KOC hold event to create awareness on environmental protection, dangers of landmines

)

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: Under the patronage of Min-
ister of Foreign Alffairs Sheikh Salem
Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah, Kuwait Environ-
ment Prolection Sociely (KEPS), in co-
operation with the Kuwait Oil Company
(KOC), held an event on the International
Day for Preventing the Exploitation of the
Environment in War and Armed Conflict,
under the slogan “Mines and Their Ef-
fects on the Environment”.

In his opening address, Assistant For-
eign Minister for International Organi-
zalion Affairs Abdulaziz Al-Jarallah, rep-
resenting the minister of foreign affairs,
expressed appreciation for the efforts of
KEPS and KOC in organizing this event,
which underscores their societal respon-
sibility in promoting environmental pro-
tection at the national level. He stated that
this annual event serves as a reminder of
the international community’s commit-
ment to safeguarding the environment,
a vital foundation for peace, sustainable
development, and heightened awareness
of environmental preservation.

Furthermore, Jarallah emphasized
Kuwail’s dedication Lo addressing en-
vironmental challenges and its role in
protecting the environment both na-
tionally and internationally. He noted
the pivotal role played by Kuwait in
submitting General Assembly Resolu-
tion No. 56/4 in 2001, demonstrating
the importance of the environment
to his country and its commitment to
highlighting the serious consequences
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KUWAIT: (Left) A view of the exhibition held during the anniversary of the International Day for the Prevention of the Use of the Environment in Wars and Military Conflicts. (Right) Officials at the event. — KUNA

of armed conflicts on the environment.

“Kuwail has previously suffered from
the use of the environment as a tool of
war after the burning of oil wells ignited
by the forces of the former Iraqi regime
beflore their withdrawal from Kuwaiti ter-
ritory in 1991, which caused one of the
worst man-made environmental disas-
lers in the 20th century. Thereflore, it is
unfortunate to see the continued use of
the environment as a tool of war in armed
conlflicts, which calls for the need to find
deterrent solutions to ensure the protec-
tion and preservation of the environment
in armed conflicts,” he added.

Jarallah indicated that Palestine is
witnessing grave violations committed
by the Zionist army in the Gaza Strip, es-
pecially those that constitute a violation
of international resolutions and interna-
tional humanitarian law, such as targel-
ing the lives of thousands of defenseless
civilians, including children and women,
as well as the destruction of the environ-
ment and all aspects of life. This exposes
Gaza to a serious humanitarian and en-
vironmental catastrophe.

He pointed out that Kuwait believes
that protecting the environment is a re-
sponsibility that falls on everyone, in times
of conflict and war as well as in times of
peace. He stressed the importance of
seriously considering strengthening in-
ternational efforts towards activating
the principle of accountability for crimes
commilled against the environment as a
result of wars and conflicts.

He concluded by mentioning that Ku-

wait is looking forward to active par-
ticipation in the 28th Conference of the
Parties on Climate Change in Dubai at the
end of this month, hoping that the con-
ference will contribute to strengthening
international cooperation on the issue of
environment and climate.

KEPS Chairperson Wejdan Al-Oqab
expressed her solidarity with Gaza and
the Palestinian people, condemning
the violent altacks they are subjected
to and denouncing the excessive force
used against them.

“Children, women and men in Gaza
must be able to live in peace and security,
and we support their right to live in digni-
ty and freedom in their independent state.
The internalional communily must work
hard to stop the violence. The event today
is consistent with the course of events
that our Arab region is currently wilness-
ing, with what the occupied Palestinian
territories are exposed lo, especially the
afflicted Gaza Strip, which faces the hor-
rors of genocide, oppression, displace-
ment and other inhuman crimes. There is
no doubt that the aggression against the
Gaza Strip is a genocide that is getting
worse day afler day,” she added.

From an environmental perspective,
Oqab stated that what is happening in
Gaza is considered environmental geno-
cide and a disaster that has risen to the
top of the list of threats to life because it
threatens human lives now and in the long
term, affecting the capabilities of future
generalions in Palestine.

“Here is the Zionist occupation army

Assistant Kuwaiti Foreign Minister for
International Organization Affairs Ab-
dulaziz Al-Jarallah

consuming huge quantities of massive
bombs and other tools of their criminal
war. They cause direct harm to human
lives, wildlife, and biodiversity alike, and
according to preliminary estimates, the
collateral damage of these brutal crimes
could kill up to 90 percent of animals in
the area. Therefore, the Zionists must be
charged with ecocide by inlernational
courts. These crimes include attacks on
industrial facilities that pollute ground-
water supplies and airways, and the de-
liberate bombing of wildlife refuges and
other ecosystems,” Ogab mentioned.
“When we talk about mines in Kuwait,
the work teams responsible for clearing
the country of mines faced many dif-
ficulties and problems, both technical
and logistical while carrying out its risky
missions. According to expert estimates,
the total number of mines removed from
Kuwaiti territory is approximately 1.65
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million, including more than a million
anti-personnel mines, representing 65
percent of the total number of removed
mines. History records that the highest
number of mines planted per square kilo-
meler was monitored in Kuwail, reaching
92 mines/km?2,” she added

The KEPS chairperson pointed out
that there are at least 100 million mines
in the world today, and mines are an ex-
tremely lethal weapon that is destruc-
tive to the environment and a menace to
humans. They are also inexpensive, as a
mine costs between $3 and $30, while
its replacement equipment and weap-
ons require many limes this cost. She
called on Arab countries to commem-
orale this occasion annually to spread
the culture of environmental protection
and to conduct an assessment of the
environmental impact of these wars on
the Arab countries.
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A group photo of the Kuwait Pavilion at the Qatar
Hospitality Exhibition. — KUNA

10 foodstuff firms
from Kuwait attend
Qatar exhibition

DOHA: Deputy Director General of the Industrial
Exports Sector at the Public Authority for Industry,
Dr. Sanad Al-Ajmi, confirmed Monday that ten Ku-
waili foodstuff companies are participating in the
eighth Qatar Hospitality Exhibition. The exhibition
continues until next Wednesday in the Qatari cap-
ital Doha. Al-Ajmi added in a statement to KUNA
after the opening of the Kuwaili pavilion at the
Qatar Hospitality Exhibition that the national com-
panies participating in the Kuwaiti pavilion include
the companies in the fields of nutrition, hospitality
and packaging.

He explained that participation comes within the
framework of supporting Kuwaiti companies, in ad-
dition to demonstrating and clarifying the quality of
the national foodstulf industry lo visitors and the
importance of promoting them. This will also help
expand the base of investors and those interested
in national food products.

Al-Ajmi said that the exhibition also provides an ap-
propriate opportunity for exhibitors in the markets to
promote their food products and explore new markets,
in addition to expanding their partner base in the re-
gion. Participaling from Kuwait are: Ahlia Group Com-
pany for Food and Consumer Products, the Kuwaiti
Company for Manufacturing Packaging Materials, the
Food Industries Company, the Kuwait Flour Mills and
Bakeries Company, the Aqwat Sweels and Pastries Fac-
tory Company, Yurkan Carpets, and Mujezat Al-Shifa
General Trading Company, Al-Watan Sweets Compa-
ny, Al-Seedawi Laboratories Company, and Al-Khat
for the Production of Boxes. — KUNA

Bear responsibility
for Gaza war: Kuwait
urges world community

NEWYORK: Kuwail on Sunday reilerated its call
for the international community to bear responsibil-
ity for the scale of atrocities committed on Palestin-
ians due to Zionist entity’s relentless bombardments
in Gaza. This came during the Kuwait’s UN perma-
nent delegation’s discourse, voiced by the diplomatic
allache Shaye Abu Shaiba ahead of the 4th commit-
Lee of the General Assembly.

Abu Shaiba assured that the Palestinian issue con-
linues lo be the major case that hurts the Arab and
Islamic world, expressing regret that such a human-
itarian catastrophe could trigger a serious migration
crisis. These conditions will require full support of
the UN in providing relief and aid for Palestinian
refugees (UNRWA), stressing the need to grasp and
adhere Lo the original and inalienable rights of Pal-
eslinian relugees Lo enable a return Lo their land in
accordance with relevant international resolutions.

He also reilerated Kuwail’s condemnation of the
occupying Zionist entity forces’ killing of 72 UNR-

State Audit Bureau
completes database
on environment

KUWAIT: The Undersecrelary of the State Audit
Bureau, Yousef Al-Mazrouei, announced the comple-
tion of a database project for environmental reports
related to sustainable development goals, with the aim
of exchanging experience and knowledge between
the regulatory bodies in the Arab Organization of Su-
preme Audit Institutions.

He said in a press statement Monday, following the
ninth meeting of the Oversight Commitlee on Sus-
tainable Development Goals, held in Kuwait with the
participation of nine oversight bodies headed by the
Supreme Council of Accounts in Morocco, that the
meeting will discuss the committee’s work plan for the
year 2023 and the completed projects.

Senior Advisor to the Supreme Council of Ac-
counts in Morocco and Chairman of the Sustainable
Development Goals Oversight Committee, Aziz Idris,
said in a similar statement that the meeting comes in
the context of preparing for the organization’s Exec-

WA humaniltarian workers in Gaza in flagrant viola-
tion of Resolution No 2286 of the Security Council,
aimed to protect humanitarian activists.

He pointed out that it is the international com-
munity’s duty to safeguard all aid workers and
prevent any threats on the UNRWA convoys. The
diplomatic attache furthermore warned that Pales-
tinians are facing a genocide by occupying forc-
es while the world witnesses with impunity such
strikes and raids resulling in the deaths of innocent
people. Abu Shaiba opposed the continuation of
such inhuman actions calling for the urgent need
Lo remove any blockades structured Lo halt aid and
food supplies from reaching the besieged. Kuwait's
stance is firm with the Palestinian cause, he added,
and the need Lo oblain their legilimate right for an
independent state with Al-Quds as the capital un-
der the frameworks of justice and comprehensive
peace, as a strategic option in accordance with
relevant international references and resolutions to
better tackle the Arab peace initiative.

Meanwhile, the Secrelary-General of the Gulf
Cooperation Council, Jasem Al-Budaiwi strong-
ly condemned, on Sunday the dangerous remarks
made by an Zionist entlily’s occupation force min-
ister regarding dropping a nuclear bomb on Gaza.
In a statement issued by GCC's General Secrelari-
al, Al-Budaiwi said that the dangerous remarks are
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NEW YORK: Diplomatic attache Shaye Abu Shaiba
speaks at the UN. — KUNA

a blatant call for genocide. Al-Budaiwi added that
these statements confirm the extremism and bru-
lality of the Zionist enlily against the Palestinian
people, its serious and continuing violations against
people in Gaza Strip, and its disregard for the lives
of innocent people. Al-Budaiwi called for the Zion-
ist entily to be held accountable for this reckless
threat, which confirms the Zionist enlily’s intention
to continue attacks in violation of all international
conventions, customs and laws. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Participants in the ninth meeting of the Oversight Committee on Sustainable Development Goals. — KUNA

utive Council and the Development Goals Oversight
Commiltee, which is one of the strategic committees.
Idris added that the 2030 agenda for supreme audit
bodies developed by the United Nations received the
altention of the Arab Organization for Oversight and
Accounting. He said the plan has important roles in
terms of improving governance, oversight and trans-
parency. He pointed to the slowdown in achieving the
goals of the agenda due to the problem of financ-
ing sustainable development, noting that 15 percent
of the goals and objectives are on the “right track,”

which is one of the United Nations’ assessments at
the international level in achieving the 2030 sustain-
able development goals.

Chief Auditor at the Audit Bureau, Dina Al-Saqabi,
said in a statement that the Bureau participated in this
meeling Lo present a project lo create a dalabase for
environmental reports related to sustainable develop-
ment goals. Al-Saqgabi added that the Bureau reviewed
a group of reports on desertification, climate and fresh
water, explaining that each agency presents its project
to exchange experience in this regard. — KUNA
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Zain offers private sector career
h graduates

opportunities to fres

Company participates in KCST’s second career fair
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= Danah Al-Mulla and Prof Khalid Al-Begain recognize Zain’s support.

KUWAIT: In an effort to contribute Lo
providing career opportunities to fresh
graduales and bolstering the nalional
workforce in the private sector, Zain
has participated in the second career
fair of the Kuwail College ol Science
and Technology (KCST). The compa-
ny’s participation in this event came for
the second year running.

The opening ceremony, held at the
college’s campus in Doha, was attended

by KCST Board of Trustees Vice Chair-
woman Danah Al-Mulla, KCST Presi-
dent Prof Khalid Al-Begain and Zain’s
HR and Corporate Affairs teams. The
event featured some of Kuwail's big-
gest companies and organizations, and
was allended by students, [resh gradu-
ales and job seekers.

Zain is always eager to participate in
career [airs all year round in line with ils
Human Resources slrategy, which close-

ly focuses on supporting the education
sector hand in hand with various univer-
silies, colleges and educational institu-
tions in Kuwait (both public and private),
with the aim of providing students and
graduates with career opportunities in
the private sector.

Through its booth, Zain introduced
students and graduales Lo ils leading
experience in the telecom sector, as
well as its internal policy and wonderful

workplace environment. The company
also presented the available job vacan-

cies, provided a detailed explanation of

the nature of work al its various depart-
ments, and answered questions and in-
quiries from visitors.

This was the second career fair or-
ganized by the Kuwait College of Sci-
ence and Technology, and fealured
tens of private-sector companies and
government agencies. The event fo-

cused closely on careers in the fields
of technology and engineering that are
consistent with the academic degrees
offered by KCST. The central themes
of the career fair included advanced
electronics, lelecommunications, 5G
technology, cybersecurity, data analy-
sis, app development, computer engi-
neering, cyber forensics, the internel
of things (IoT), artificial intelligence
(AI), computer science and more.

Kuwait’s 14th reliefl
plane for Gaza
heads to Egypt

KUWAIT: The 14th plane within the Kuwaiti relief
air bridge took off Monday, heading to the Egyptian
city Al-Arish, carrying 10 tons of medical neces-
sities, to be delivered to Gaza Strip. This initiative
came from the Kuwait Relief Society, in coordination
with the Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Social Af-
fairs, in line with Kuwail’s leadership.

The air bridge is being executed with the partic-
ipation of many Kuwaiti official and private bodies
and under the direct supervision of the Ministries
of Foreign Affairs, Defense, Health and the Air Force
in the Kuwaiti Army, in cooperation with the Kuwait
Red Crescent Sociely, the Kuwaiti Reliel Sociely, Al-
Salam Humanilarian Sociely, and Kuwaili charitlies
and humanilarian institutions. — KUNA

KUWAIT IS BY YOUR SIDE
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KUWAIT: Officials of Charity societies in charge of collecting and preparing aid pose for a group photo. — KUNA

Inauguration of the workshop titled “Made by My Hands”.

Rehabilitation workshop
‘Made by My Hands’

held

“Made by My Hands” rehabilitation workshop focuses on producing a wide
range of products and handicrafts created by the institution’s employees.

KUWAIT: Deputy Director Gen-
cral of the Educational and Reha-
bilitation Services Sector and the
official spokesman of the Public
Authority for People with Disabili-
ties Mubarak Al-Baddah confirmed
on Monday that the involvement
and integration of persons with dis-
abilities in activities and events are
among the priorities of the author-
ity, as they organized the 6th reha-
bilitation workshop titled “Made by
My Hands”.

Baddah said after the rehabil-
itation workshops organized by
the Integrated Care Foundation for
People with Disabilities that various
rehabilitation and training programs
contributed to the psychological
and social stability of persons with

disabilities. Furthermore, economic
independence helps dispel miscon-
ceplions and boosts sell-confidence.
“Increasing levels of interaction
and community participation con-
tribute to breaking the barrier of
fear and misunderstanding associ-
aled with people with dilferent dis-
abilities, which in turn enhances their
communication skills and improves
their overall health,” he added.
Director General of the Founda-
tion Meshal Shaman emphasized the
institution’s commitment to develop-
ing the capabilities of its employees,
recognizing them as valuable mem-
bers of society. “The training and re-
habilitation services provided by the
institution, which encompasses over
439 students, aim to integrate and

involve people with disabilities and
provide them with the skills needed
for various crafts and professions,
allowing them to overcome their
disabilities, contribute productively
and face the challenges of the work-
force,” he said.

Shaman also mentioned the

“Made by My Hands” rehabilitation
workshops focus on producing a
wide range of products and hand-
icrafts, including accessories, gift
boxes, ornaments, paintings, vari-
ous drawings, bedspreads and oth-
er items created by the institution’s
employees.

Official: 373 insured
Kuwaitis working
in GCC countries

MUSCAT: Acting Director General of the Pub-
lic Institution for Social Security (PIFSS) Ahmad
Al-Thunayan said on Monday there are 373 in-

sured Kuwaitis working in GCC member coun-
tries. Al-Thunayan made the remark to KUNA
on the sidelines of he 22nd meeting of the heads
of civil retirement and social securily authorities
held in Muscat, Oman.

He added that beneficiaries from the insurance
protection extension system for GCC citizens
working in Kuwait reached 15,412.

He pointed out that he had proposed during
the meeling an awareness week named ‘Gull week
for the insurance protection extension system’.

Al-Thunayan hailed the close ties of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) countries and their
keenness to enhance joint work and cooperation
in the field of social care with the aim of devel-
oping and improving it to serve the citizens of the
GCC countries.

The wo-day meeling will review findings
for the technical committee for civil retirement
bodies in the GCC region during the three quar-
ters of 2023, in addition to developing collection
mechanisms. — KUNA

Chronic diseases
in Arab countries

Dr Khalid A Al-Saleh

Local@kuwaittimes.com

Cancer (AMAAC) conference was held in

Algeria in collaboration with the Algerian
Society of Training and Research in Oncology
(SAFRO). This conference took place from Nov
1-4 and was distinguished by the patronage of
the Algerian president, as well as the presence
of the president’s advisor and three ministers.
This indicated Algeria’s commitment to the
health of its citizens and its efforts to combat
cancer with significant political support.

During the conference’s opening, the presi-
dential spokesman announced the allocation of
a substantial budget for early cancer detection.
This decision was made in response to an ob-
served increase in cancer cases. Additionally,
the formation of a national authority for this
purpose was announced, and Dr Adda Bouned-
jar, President of SAFRO, was appointed to lead
this authority.

It is undeniable that chronic diseases, with
cancer being a prominent example, pose a sig-
nificant threat to the development of our Arab
countries. While these diseases also affect de-
veloped nations, they are better equipped to
handle them due to their resources and infra-
structure.

However, in Arab countries, the rapid rise
in the occurrence of these diseases has not
been met with sufficient support or special-
ized expertise to mitigate the risks to people’s
health. This situation results in both human and
financial losses, highlighting the urgent need
for addressing these issues in the development
process.

Studies have shown that raising awareness
and early cancer detection cost only 10 per-
cenl of whalt a country loses when dealing
with advanced cases. Furthermore, the rate of
cancer cases is increasing, especially in Arab
countries. The World Health Organization an-
ticipates a 60 percent increase in global can-
cer cases over the next two decades, with low
and middle-income countries expected to ex-
perience an 81 percent rise due to limited re-
sources allocaled for combaling cancer.

The International Agency for Research on
Cancer (IARC), as stated by its director Elis-
abete Weiderpass, emphasizes that the drop in
cancer-related deaths has been more significant
in wealthy countries. This is primarily because
these countries have implemented preventive
programs, ecarly diagnosis, tests and advanced
treatments, resulting in a 20 percent reduction
in death rates between 2000 and 2015, com-
pared to a 5 percent reduction in low-income
countries.

These facts underscore the importance of the
political support that Algeria has provided by
initiating early cancer detection efforts under
the leadership of Dr Bounedjar. Such vibrant
conferences, when guided by wise leadership,
have the potential to turn their discussions into
real actions that benefit human health, which is
the primary goal of these scientific gatherings.

T he 22nd Arab Medical Association Against
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News in Brief

Hajj registration extended
until December 13

KUWAIT: The official
spokesman of the Min-
istry of Endowments
and Islamic  Affairs,
Salman Murad Al-Kan-
dari, announced that
the ministry has decid-
ed to extend the cen-
tral registration period
for hajj in 2024 through
the platform of the Min-
istry of Endowments
and Islamic Affairs un-
til 13/12/2023. He said
the ministry is keen to
receive requests from
citizens wishing to per-
form hajj who have never done it before, which
began on 1/10/2023, while providing them with
all facilities. He stressed the ministry’s keenness,
under the instructions of the Minister of Infor-
mation and Minister of Endowments and Islamic
Affairs, Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi, as well as the
follow-up of the Undersecretary of the Ministry
Dr. Bader Al-Mutairi, to facilitate the pilgrims
and meet their needs and create an appropriate
atmosphere for them to perform hajj.

New decision on
Walfra residential area

Salman Murad

Al-Kandari

KUWAIT: The Civil Service Council issued a
decision to add the new residential area of Wa-
fra to the first calegory of remole areas. Sourc-
es said that based on the proposal of the Civil
Service Commission and the approval of the Civil
Service Council, the Council’s decision of 2012
on granling an incentive allowance Lo workers in
remote areas was amended. The sources added
that the new amendments included the new resi-
dential area of Wafra to be added to the first cat-
egory areas of remote areas, provided that this
decision will be effective from Nov 1, 2023.

]
Driver killed

IKUWAIT: A vehicle collided with the base of a
bridge column resulting in the death of the driv-
er. The accident took place on the new Sabah
Al-Ahmad Road.
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Kuwait seeks to unily strategies
to enhance cybersecurity in Gulf

4th cybersecurity conference discusses challenges for a secure digital society

By Ghadeer Ghloum

KUWAIT: Under the patronage of Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Oil and Minister of State
for Economic Affairs and Investment Affairs Saad
Al-Barrak, along with several senior officials from the
Gulf Cooperation Council countries, the Fourth Gulf
Conference and Exhibition on Cybersecurity Chal-
lenges was inaugurated on Monday in collaboration
with the Central Agency for Information Technology,
affiliated to the Cabinet, and in participation with the
Union of Kuwaili Banks, Ministry of Interior, Kuwait
Army and other entilies.

Enginecer Omar Al-Omar delivered his opening
speech on behalf of the Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Communications and Information Technolo-
gv Regulatory Authority. “Our goal is to unify efforts for
cybersecurity in Kuwait and Gulf Cooperation Council
countries. We are wilnessing cyberattacks that threaten
national security, not only individuals and institutions.
Therefore, it is necessary to harness all technological
resources and prepare human resources lo minimize
cyberattacks that threaten the state’s economy and se-
curity. As a result of technological advances, commu-
nication and information technology and the diversity
of multiple programs, cyber infiltrations and electronic
attacks have significantly increased, seeking to destroy
the information environment, indicating the important
role of cyber security and its impact on business and
daily life,” he said.

Maj Gen (Rtd) Mohammad Boarki, Chiel of the
National Cybersecurity Center of Kuwait, said:
“Cybersecurily in our current era is considered one
of the most important elements of national securi-
ty in advanced and developing countries, especial-
ly after most productive and service sectors have
transformed into digital ones. The concept of cyber-
security has become a fundamental requirement in
the lives of peoples who use technology as a means
to secure vital information infrastructure and tech-
nological systems managed by vital state facilities.
Any threat to these facilities is a threat to national
securily. Therefore, we must protect computer net-
works and information systems. Thus, we are work-
ing to make Kuwait more secure in terms of cyber-
securily, and it is necessary for all entities in Kuwait
to participate in achieving greater insight, success
and aspirations,” he said.

\‘\ .

Eng Omar Al-Omar Mohammad Boarki
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MoH: Kuwait ranks first
regionally in achieving
indices combating AIDS

KUWAIT: Kuwail look the first place on Arab and
Middle Eastern levels in meeting the indices of combat-
ing acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) with
94 percent, as per United Nations report. Health Min-
istry Assistant Undersecretary and Chief of permanent
national committee of AIDS, Dr Al-Munther Al-Hasawi, B
stated this upon inaugurating the annual conference on i
AIDS and reproductive illnesses on Monday.

He explained that Kuwait had achieved the 90/90/90
indicator meaning that 90 percent of infected people
are aware of their infection, 90 percent of diagnosed

Officials pose for a group photo on the sidelines of
the conference.
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people are receiving treatment and 90 percent of those
receiving treatment have undetected viral load.

Since then, Dr Al-Hasawi went on, Kuwait had tak-
en quick steady steps towards achieving the 95/95/95
objective by 2035. However, he expects the arrival at
these results before then. Dr Al-Hasawi assured that
these are not merely numbers on pages but are true
objeclives based on scientific research. He stated that
if all countries managed to meet these objectives by
2030, number of infections and deaths would drop
dramatically; a drop of 30 million new infections, sev-
en million of which are children and 21 million deaths
caused by the disecase. This, he added, will carry clear-
ly defined financial and economic effects into the
world. Kuwait is now working towards achieving the
fourth 90 indicator, the one designated for quality of
life, mentioned Dr Al-Hasawi.

Director of Al-Jahra Health District and Direc-
Ltor of Infectious Diseases Hospital Dr Jamal Al-Du-

Mok to fine-tune
distribution of
teachers: Official

KUWAIT: Acting Undersecretary of the Ministry of Edu-
cation Anwar Al-Hamdan said Education Minister Dr Adel
Al-Mane has been committed to addressing several key
issues since laking office. Among his priorities is the im-
provement of the teacher distribution mechanism, ensuring
the allocation of staff to all schools is equitable and based on
meril, and enhancing the overall educational process.

The ministry has directed education zone directors to
review the allocation of teachers to schools and prompt-

adding that medical teams are working hard in sup-
porting citizens’ health security in venereal diseases
fields, notably AIDS.

He added that Kuwait is updated with the latest
medical examinations in this specific field, noting that
the fastest and most accurate diagnostic methods,
which does not exceed 15 minutes is currently avail-
able. President of the Conference and Head of the
Infectious Diseases Department Dr. Osama Al-Bak-
sami stated that the medical sector stands with a new
era vibrant with rapid discoveries and developments
in treating and diagnosing AIDS and venereal dis-
eases with modern technologies equipped with the
latest scientific and medical methods. Al-Baksami
added that the conference includes scientific session
that highlights the latest developments in the field of
AIDS and venereal diseases, as well as interactive di-
alogue sessions to spread awareness and to prevent
the spread of such diseases. — KUNA

Iy submit detailed reports on their actions in this regard.
Furthermore, the ministry is set to implement an electronic
system for teacher allocation, which will be linked with the
teacher’s registration program. This will provide clear data
on teacher positions, allowing officials to rectify any dis-
crepancies. In an effort to enhance the school environment,
Hamdan said Mane has called for the development of an
electronic system Lhat [acililales communicalion belween
school administrations and the ministry. Additionally, a di-
rect channel through the email system has been established,
enabling schools to submit their requests and feedback di-
rectly to the minister’s office.

Regarding curriculum development, Hamdan said
Mane has formed a committee responsible for prepar-
ing the national framework for educational curriculum
standards. This committee is headed by a faculty member
from Kuwail Universily.
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SDEROT: This photo shows flares dropped by Zionist forces above the Gaza Strip on Nov 5, 2023. — AFP photos

'’
v

Sky above Gaza turns red
in deadly night of strikes

Zionist occupation cut off communications in Gaza for third time since Oct 7

GAZA: The bodies arrived through the night at the
morgue of a hospital in Deir al-Balah in the center
of the Gaza Strip. By Monday morning, hospital
director lyad al-Jabri had counted 58 dead, saying
“dozens of women and children” may still be bur-
ied under the rubble.

Overnight, the skies over the Palestinian coastal
Lerritory were streaked with flashes of yellow and
plumes of red. The Zionist army said its land assault
on Gaza had split the narrow territory in two and
warned of “significant” strikes as part of its cam-
paign to destroy Hamas in response to the militants’
unprecedented October 7 attacks.

Since the attacks, around 1,400 people, main-
ly civilians, have been killed in the Zionist entity
and more than 240 have been laken hoslage, ac-
cording to Zionist officials. In Gaza, Zionist strikes
have killed more than 10,000 people, most of them
women and children, the Gaza health ministry said
in an updated toll issued on Monday. Intense Zi-
onist bombardment has killed at least 292 Pales-
linians overnight from Sunday into Monday, the
health ministry said Monday.

Mohammed Meshmesh, 54, said he had lost sev-
eral members of his family in the Zionist strikes. “It’s
a ferocious campaign,” Meshmesh told AFP. “The
strikes have increased and the victims are women

A month later,
peace prospecls
in Palestine remote

JERUSALEM: One month after the Hamas attack
on the Zionist entity, life has been upended for both
Palestinians and Zionists as the Zionist army ramps
up its attacks on the Gaza Strip. The Oct 7 attacks
by Hamas militants, who infiltrated the Gaza-Zionisl
border and attacked Zionist communities and army
bases, has deeply scarred the nation.

Gaza — a territory of 2.4 million people packed
into one of the most densely populated areas on
Earth — has been transformed into an apocalyptic
battleground by air strikes and ground assaults after
the Zionisl enlily vowed Lo eradicate Hamas. Al Quds,
the most widely read Palestinian daily, said “Gaza has
become a graveyard for thousands of innocent peo-
ple”.“It feels like we have to pinch ourselves to make
sure Lhat this is truly the new realily,” the lelt-wing
daily Haarelz wrote this week. “The change wrought
by the war is total: in losses of life and in damage,
in anxielies, in the country’s agenda and in the lo-
tal upending of old political conventions from every
possible aspect.”

‘Powder keg’

Fears have mounted of a possible regional con-
flagration. Iran, an ally of both Hamas and Hezbollah
in Lebanon, has warned the situation risks spiraling
“out of control” in a Middle East transformed into a
“powder keg”. A Pentagon spokesman said the Unit-
ed States is “concerned about all elements of Iran’s
threat network increasing their attacks in a way that
risks miscalculation or tipping the region into war”.

US military advisers are in the Zionist entily
and two American carrier groups have been de-
ployed to the eastern Mediterranean. As tensions

and children, just civilians.” “We weren't expecting
this. Communications were cut,” he said.

On Sunday night, for the third lime since the
start of the recent allack by the Zionisl entity, which
has been occupying Palestine for decades, Gaza’s
2.4 million inhabitants spent the night cut off from
the outside world and with no way to conlact their
friends and relatives.

‘Earthquake’

Meshmesh, who recently left the Nuseiral refugee
camp in central Gaza, said he only heard about the
death of his relatives at dawn. When the bombs were
falling on the neighborhood of Al-Mashaala in Deir
al-Balah, his cousin Mahmud Radwan Meshmesh
likewise was unable to call an ambulance.

“We had Lo send someone in a car to take the first
dead to the morgue and tell the ambulances so that
they could come get the bodies,” the 47-year-old
said. “These are massacres! They destroyed three
houses on top of the residents, women and children.
There were more than 60 people in these homes and
we have already pulled out 40 bodies from the de-
bris.” When the bombs fell on the buildings, “it was
like an earthquake ... an absolutely enormous ex-
plosion”, he said. Mohammed Abu Laila thought he
would be away from harm in the cenler of the Gaza

increase, the Zionist army is on alert on its north-
ern border with Lebanon too. Breaking a month of
silence on Friday, Hezbollah chiel Hassan Nasral-
lah said “all options” were open for an escalation
of the conflict on the Lebanese frontier with the
Zionisl enlily, while al the same lime blaming the
United States for the war.

Pentagon spokesman Brigadier General Patrick
Ryder said he did not think Hezbollah would esca-
late the fighting, telling the BBC “a broader regional
conflict has been deterred”. However, Avi Melamed,
a Zionist specialist on Middle Easl relations warned:
“Hezbollah could sel fire Lo the region.” “They have
a military capacity ten times superior to the Hamas
cell,” he told AFP. “It could inflict grave damage on
(the Zionisl entity).”

‘Radicalization’
For Gaza resident Omar Ashur, who was eight
years old in 1948 when the Zionist entity was cre-

: DEIR EL-BALAH: A man walks between the bodies wrapped in shrouds of those Killed in Zionist bombardment
in Deir Balah in the central Gaza Strip, at the Shuhada Al-Aqgsa hospital in the same city on Nov 6, 2023.

Strip. The 34-year-old Palestinian left with his family
from their home in Al-Saftawi after the Zionist army
called on 1.1 million Gazans in the north to move
south as it began its offensive.

But around 11:00 pm on Sunday, in the Nuseirat

aled, “whal’s going on is dangerous”. He fears the
violence will provoke “a second Nakba”, referring to
the forced expulsion of about 760,000 Palestinians,
according to United Nations figures, in 1948.

“Calls for a ceasefire are calls for (the Zionist enti-
ly) to surrender lo Hamas,” Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said this week. Hamas spokesman Abu
Obeida has vowed that “Gaza will be a cemelery and
quagmire for the enemy”.

According to Claude Klein, former dean at the law
faculty of the Hebrew Universily in Jerusalem, “the
possibility of a peaceful settlement is very remote.
I don't see anything positive on the horizon. “What
happened on October 7 strengthened those in (the
Zionist entity) who say there are no interlocutors
for peace.” For former Palestinian minister Ghassan
Khatib, who leaches al Bir Zeit Universily in the
West Bank, “radicalization has reinforced each side
of the conflict and has led to a deep disbelief in a
peaceful solution”. — AFP

!

. MAGHAZI REFUGEE CAMP: A woman carries a child as she walks amid the rubble following Zionist air strikes
on a neighborhood in the al-Maghazi refugee camp in the central Gaza Strip on Nov 6, 2023. — AFP

refugee camp where he had set up, “we felt a strike
and we found ourselves under the rubble”, Laila said.
“We were 120 people in the house. Many were killed
or injured,” he said. “We have already said the prayer
for the dead for around 50 people.” — AFP

Zionist forces kill
4 Palestinians in

West Bank

RAMALLAH: Zionist forces killed four Palestinians
in the occupied West Bank on Monday, the Pales-
tinian health ministry reported. Three Palestinians
were killed and a fourth injured by Zionist army fire
in Tulkarem, in the northwest of the West Bank, a Pal-
estinian territory occupied by the Zionists since 1967,
the ministry said.

Witnesses in Tulkarem told AFP that the three
men killed were armed and in a car when they were
intercepted by undercover Zionist agents. The agents
“shot at them in a street in the north of the city and
the three men died”, one of the wilnesses said on
condition of anonymily.

Evewilnesses lold WAFA, the Palestinian slale
media agency, that a Zionist special force stormed
the city of Tulkarm in a private vehicle bearing a Pal-
estinian registration plate and opened fire at a vehicle
in which the four youths were, killing them and injur-
ing a 14-year-old child who was crossing the road at
the moment of the shooting.

It was later announced that the slain Palestinians
are Jihad Maharaj Ibrahim Shehadeh, 22, 1zz al-Din
Raed Hussein Awad, 25, Qasim Muhammad Rajab, 20,
and Moamen Saed Mahmoud Balawi, 20. The Minis-
try of Health reported the injured child’s condition as
slable. Earlier, the Palestinian health ministry said Zi-
onisl forces killed a young Palestinian man and seri-
ously injured three others in the town of Halhul, in the
south of the West Bank. More than 150 Palestinians
have been killed by Zionist soldiers or settlers in the
West Bank since the start of the Zionist war on Gaza
on Oct 7, according Lo the ministry. — Agencies
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Ohio vote tests abortion question
ahead of 2024 presidential race

Swing state split over whether women should make own reproductive decisions

COLUMBUS: As the clock ticks down on a high-
stakes vote in the US state of Ohio, activists are out
in force urging voters to decide whether to explicitly
enshrine the right to abortion in the state constitu-
tion. It is a fraught, emotional issue and passions run
high for the Tuesday vote — partly because the de-
cision may prove a bellwether of sentiment on the
issue in national elections thal are one year away.

Voters will choose whether to amend the mid-
western slate’s constitution to promise the freedom
to “make and carry out one’s own reproductive de-
cisions, including ... abortion,” or to leave the docu-
ment unchanged, allowing for a potential state ban.

Some Ohio residents have been voting in advance
for weeks but activists on both sides of the issue are
canvassing to the last minute. On a sunny morning,
27-year-old Summer McLain is about to knock on
dozens of doors in Columbus, leaflets in hand. Deter-
mined and full of energy, she and her mother Lorie,
61, urge a vole of “ves” Lo the conslitutional amend-
ment Lo enshrine the right Lo abortion.

‘Sick for whole week’

At her window, Idil Petrick, 33, sees the duo pass
by. “Whalt are you guys doing?” she asks curiously.
The mother of five says she doesn’t know about the
ballot issue, but the subject of abortion is close Lo
her heart. In the space of a few minutes, she prom-
ises Lo go and vole thal very day. “Because women
should have the right if they want to give birth or
nol,” Petrick told AFP.

McLain carefully inputs details of the conversa-
tion on the mobile app dedicated to the door-to-
door operation. The young woman explains that she
became involved when the Supreme Court removed
federal protection for abortion rights in the summer
of 2022. “I was physically sick for a whole week,”
McLain says. Then came a sense of “rage,” followed
by a desire to act. That's how she recently helped
gather the signatures needed to put a proposed
amendment to the constitution before voters.

McLain epitomizes the visceral reactions that

Is age really just
a number for

Biden in 2024 7?

WASHINGTON: Joe Biden has joked about it, ig-
nored il and suggesled il makes him wise. A year oul
from the US presidential election, the issue of his age
just won't go away. The 80-year-old Democrat is al-
ready the oldest president in American history, and if
he wins a second Lerm next year he will be 86 when
he leaves the White House.

A series of trips — most famously stumbling on
the steps of Air Force One — and verbal slips have
gone viral on social media and given Republicans
fodder for attacks. Polls show thal il's a major
worry for US volers concerned about what would
happen if their commander-in-chief became inca-
pacitated, and that it is distracting from his efforts
to sell his policies.

Worse still for Biden, voters don’t seem to have
the same concerns about Donald Trump, despite the
fact the former president and Biden’s likely Republi-
can rival is aged 77. Seventy-four percent of people
said Biden would be too old to serve a second term,
compared to 50 percent for Trump, a recent ABC/

the Supreme Court’s shock decision provoked. She
grew up in a rural, conservative region of Ohio, and
the first time she voled, she gave her vole to Donald
Trump. But it was the former Republican president,
now running again Lo return to the While House in
2024, who appointed ultra-conservative justices to
the Supreme Court who overturned the landmark
1973 Roe v Wade ruling that had guaranteed the
right to abortion for five decades. In Ohio, the re-
versal of Roe vs Wade triggered a law that would
halt all abortions after a heartbeal is delecled in the
womb, usually around six weeks of gestation — be-
fore many people even know they are pregnant.

The law is currently suspended as it winds its way
through legal challenges, meaning that for now it
is still possible to obtain an abortion in Ohio up to
about 22 weeks of pregnancy. But the law sparked
a national oulcry for the short time it was allowed Lo
remain in effect last year, when a 10-year-old rape
survivor was forced Lo travel Lo neighboring Indiana
for an abortion alter being denied care al home.

McLain never thought it possible to “go back
in time on those things,” she laments, her voice
choked with emotion. “I thought it was safe.”
Now she considers hersell “very liberal, very
Democratic” and her goal with the abortion bal-
lot measure is to help “save Ohio.”

Parental rights

The resolve is every bil as firm on the other side
of the issue, especially since several voles held else-
where in the country last year consistently reaffirmed
abortion rights, even in conservative states. Hoping to
break this trend, the Republican Party and the Cath-
olic Church, among others, mobilized for a “no” vole,
sounding the alarm against an “extreme” lexL.

Aaron Baer, president of the Center for Chris-
tian Virtue, a group campaigning for public policy
that reflects “the truth of the Gospel,” prepares to
canvass in neighborhoods elsewhere in Colum-
bus. The amendment would make Ohio “one of the
most liberal states in the nation,” he told AFP. But

Washington post poll showed. But age in general has
been unfairly “weaponized” in US politics, says S Jay
Olshansky, a longevity researcher at the University
of Illinois at Chicago. “Ageing is not what it used to
be,” Olshansky Ltold AFP.

‘Wisdom’

“There are very large segments of the popula-
tion that survive to their eighth decade perfectly
capable of being president or doing whatever they
like,” added Olshansky. “To the contrary, accom-
panying chronological age is wisdom, knowledge,
and experience.” Nevertheless, Biden’s age will
come under even deeper scrutiny during a gruel-
ing election campaign.

Biden must convince people he is fit by hitting the
campaign trail “at least five days each week” next
year, the Brookings Institute said in a commentary.
Biden’s last medical in February described him as
“vigorous” bul his gail has become more shulfling
and his voice often descends into a whisper.

Accidents such as tumbling off his bike have been
broadcast worldwide, and he now uses the shorter
stairs of the presidential plane to avoid further falls.
His propensity for gaffes — from rambling answers
about John Wayne films to saying he wanted to go to
bed during a press conference — have also caused
confusion. But Biden, who has suffered from a life-
long stutter, has increasingly been hitting back.

[
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COLUMBUS: Pro-Choice canvasser Summer McLain, 27, and her mother Lorie McLain, 61, look at a map of
a neighborhood before canvassing on Nov 5, 2023. — AFP

“this is Ohio, for goodness sake. This isn’t Califor-
nia,” he says, referring to the Pacific coastal state
with a strong liberal streak.

Opponents of abortion say the amendment
would allow minors to terminate their pregnancies
without parents’ consent, curbing what they call
“parental rights.” They also contend that it would
enshrine the right to have an abortion “at any time
during the pregnancy,” as Republican Governor
Mike DeWine asserled again on Sunday. Such
claims are categorically denied by the opposing
side, who denounce “misinformation.”

He’s joked several times recently about being 800
years old. And when he stumbled while climbing on-
stage in Philadelphia recently he earned a laugh from
the audience when he jokingly clutched the railings
for several seconds. The Ukraine war and the Zionist
aggression on Gaza have also allowed Biden to pro-
claim the benefits of someone with hall a century of
foreign policy experience.

‘Superagers’

Meanwhile Trump, who has made grotesque im-
pressions of Biden during recent rallies, has been
slip-ups of his own. Trump warned in a speech in
September that the United States was on the verge
ol “World War II” — shorlly after he called Biden
“cognitively impaired.”

The Biden campaign recently sent out an email
listing further Trump mix-ups, such as saying that
Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban was the
leader of Turkey. In any case, both Biden and Trump
are likely to be “Superagers”, a term coined by re-
searchers for a small group of people who keep their
faculties until later in life, says Olshansky.

Olshansky’s research has also found that for US
presidents “biological time seems lo tick at a slow-
er pace” than for other people, as they apparently
thrive on the stress of the job. But a key Republican
line of attack remains aimed at the person who is just
a heartbeat away from the presidency, should the

“I have a lot of problems with the idea of some-
body being able lo lake my daughter to go gel an
abortion without me ever knowing,” Baer says, add-
ing that he is upset by the possibility of allowing
“abortion all the way up to the point of birth when
the child can feel pain.”

Amy Natoce, spokeswoman for the anti-abortion
coalition Protect Women Ohio, considers it “impera-
tive” that the amendment be defeated. The text was
“intentionally written in a very broad way ... that en-
sures this amendment applies to minors, and it takes
away parental consent,” Natoce says. — AFP

WASHINGTON: US President Joe Biden is seen at the
White House on Nov 2, 2023. — AFP

worsl happen: Vice President Kamala Harris.

Harris blazed a trail as the first woman, Black per-
son and person of South Asian descent to hold the
vice president’s office, but her approval ratings are
as bad as her boss’s at under 40 percent. A Yahoo/
YouGov survey from May showed that only 35 per
cent of people believed Harris would be ready to
step in as president.

In the end, American voters may decide that age
is just a number. “I've never even considered the age
thing,” said Olivia Besgrove, a 23-year-old nurse
from Missouri who leans to the Republicans. “I just
would appreciate someone who does have their
head on straight.” — AFP
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Continued from Page 1

The Zionist entity’s ally the United States sent its
top diplomat Antony Blinken on a whirlwind Middle
East tour that wrapped up on Monday in Turkey,
where again his host pressed for a Zionist ceasefire,
which Washinglon has declined to endorse.

The heads of major Uniled Nalions agencies is-
sued a joinl stalement also calling for a ceaselire
inside the territory of 2.4 million people where a
Zionist siege has cut off most water, food and fuel
supplies. “For almost a month, the world has been
walching the unfolding situation in (the Zionist
entity) and the Occupied Palestinian Territory in
shock and horror at the spiraling numbers of lives
lost and torn apart,” said the statement. “We need
an immediate humanitarian ceasefire. It's been 30
days. Enough is enough. This must stop now.”

The Zionist army said on Monday it had pound-
ed Gaza with “significanl” new strikes on 450
largels, having earlier said it had already hil over
12,000. It also reported seizing a Hamas command
post in central Gaza, where tanks were driving
between the ruins of buildings. Zionist troops and
Hamas fighters have engaged in fierce house-lo-
house combat in densely populated north Gaza,
where the war has sent 1.5 million people flecing
to other parts of the territory.

Shortly before the latest barrage of strikes, In-
ternet and telephone lines were cut, the army said.
The Zionist entity has air-dropped leaflets and
sent text messages ordering Palestinian civilians
in northern Gaza to head south, but a US official
said Saturday at least 350,000 civilians remained
in the worst-hit areas.

The Rafah crossing between the Gaza Strip and
Egypt reopened Monday to allow the evacuation
of foreigners and dual nalionals, the Hamas gov-
ernment said, ending a two-day closure prompt-
ed by a dispute over the passage of ambulances.
Six ambulances carrying wounded Gazans also
arrived in Egypt on Monday as the evacuations
resumed, a border official said.

Blinken on his regional tour — which took him

to the Zionist entity, Jordan, the occupied West
Bank, Cyprus, Iraq and Turkey — called for “hu-
manitarian pauses” while rejecting Arab countries’
demands for a ceasefire. In Baghdad, Iraqi Prime
Minister Mohamed Shia Al-Sudani met Blinken,
the premier’s office said. Blinken’s visit — which
came after a brief stop in Cyprus to discuss a pos-
sible maritime aid route to Gaza — was not an-
nounced in advance for security reasons. Since the
start of the Zionist-Hamas war, a series of rocket
and drone attacks have targeted military bases
hosting US forces in Iraq.

During his meeting with Blinken, Sudani reiter-
ated calls for a ceasefire in Gaza and pointed to
“the urgency of containing the crisis and prevent-
ing its spread”, a statement from his office said.
On Sunday evening, thousands of supporters of
influential Shiite cleric Moqtada Sadr gathered
in Baghdad’s Tahrir Square, brandishing Iraqi and
Palestinian flags. Some burned Zionist and US
flags during the demonstration, which followed a
call from Sadr's movement on X, formerly Twiller,
Lo “protest peacefully” against Blinken’s visit.

After meeting his Turkish counterpart Hakan
Fidan in Ankara on Monday, Blinken said Wash-
ington was working “very aggressively” lo dra-
matically expand aid reaching trapped civilians in
Gaza, but he did not provide details before board-
ing a flight to Japan. Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan himself was travelling across his
country’s remote northeast on Monday, apparent-
ly snubbing Blinken.

The war has exacerbated tensions in the West
Bank, where more than 150 Palestinians have been
killed in clashes with Zionist forces and settlers since
it slarted, according lo the Palestinian health minis-
try. Zionisl forces killed four Palestinians in the oc-
cupied West Bank on Monday, the Palestinian health
ministry reported. Three Palestinians were killed and
a fourth injured by Zionist army fire in Tulkarem.
Earlier, the Palestinian health ministry said Zionist
forces killed a young Palestinian man and seriously
injured three others in the town of Halhul.

In Zionist-annexed east Jerusalem, a 20-year-
old female Zionist border police officer died after
a knife-wielding Paleslinian assailant stabbed her
in front of a police station, the force said. “Border
police forces neutralized the terrorist by shoot-
ing,” a slalement said. — Agencies

Boycotts of major
pro-Zionist brands...

Continued from Page 1

More traditional methods are also in use. Beside
a four-lane highway in Kuwait, giant billboards show
images of bloodstained children in bandages.

“Did you kill a Palestinian loday?” the grim slogan
asks, jabbing at consumers who are still using the
targeted goods. According to Mishari Al-Ibrahim,
a Kuwaili activist, Western support for the Zionist
entity’s Gaza offensive “strengthened the spread of
the boycott in Kuwait”. “It created a mental image
among Kuwailis that the Wesl's slogans and what it
says about human rights do not apply to us.”

The US fast food chain has found itself a prime
largel. Last month, the chain’s Zionist [ranchise an-
nounced it had given thousands of free meals Lo the
Zionist army, sparking uproar in the region. The US

S Africa recalls
all envoys from...

Continued from Page 1

The foreign ministry had been instructed “to convey
the South African government displeasure with the am-
bassador” through diplomatic channels, she said.

“We felt it important that we should call the ambas-
sador in,” added Pandor. “There seems to be a strange
practice among some ambassadors in South Africa, that
they can just say what they like... I don’t know if'it’s be-
cause it's an African country and they disrespect us but

Zionists arrest
Palestinian...

Continued from Page 1

AFP was not immediately able to veri-
[y whether the Instagram accounl in question,
which was blocked on Monday morning, aclually
belongs Lo Tamimi.

fast food chain’s franchisee in Kuwait, a separate en-
tity, responded by pledging more than $160,000 to
relief efforts in Gaza, and said it “stands with Pales-
tine” in a statement on social media.

The US fast food chain’s franchisee in Qatar
also pledged $275,000 to reliel efforts in Gaza,
and stressed in a statement last month that it was
separate to the Zionist branches. In a statement
this month, the US fast food chain said it “is not
funding or supporting any government involved in
this conflict”.

In Qatar, some Western outlets have been forced
to close after their owners shared pro-Zionist con-
tent online. The Doha branches of Pura Vida Miami,
a US cafe, and French pastry company Maitre Choux
both shut in October. In Egypt, a home-grown soda
brand long ignored by much of the population has
come into vogue because of the boycotl. Spiro
Spathis, founded in 1920, said it recently received
more than 15,000 applications in a hiring round
prompted by the growing demand. — AFP

it's something that we should not tolerate.”

Last month, Pandor denied she had expressed sup-
port for Hamas’ Oct 7 attack in a phone call with the
group’s leader, which she said had focused instead on
humanitarian aid. Numerous pro-Palestine protests have
taken place across South Africa over the past month.
President Cyril Ramaphosa is among several ANC of-
ficials who have participated sporting flags and keffiych
scarves, in a show of solidarity with the Palestinians.

Home to the largest Jewish community in sub-Saha-
ran Affrica, the country has also seen several pro-Zionist
demonstrations and initiatives, including the setting-up
in Johannesburg of a Shabbat dinner table with empty
chairs and photos of captives held by Hamas. — AFP

Tamimi became famous al age 14 when she was
filmed biling a Zionist soldier to prevent him {rom
arresting her brother who had his arm in a cast. She
has become an icon of the Palestinian cause and a
large portrait of her has been painted on the Zion-
ist separation wall with the West Bank in Bethlehem
near Jerusalem. She was arrested in 2017 and held
for eight months for slapping two Zionist soldiers in
the courtyard of her family home in the West Bank as
she asked them to leave. — AFP
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Irench parliament mulls
‘firm’ immigration law

Bill to ramp up expulsion of illegal migrants, regularize others in sectors with labor gaps

PARIS: The French Senale starts on Monday Lo de-
bale a hugely controversial immigration bill that the
government says will bolster security for legal migrants
but that opponents see as new evidence of a lurch to
the right by President Emmanuel Macron. Left-wing-
ers reject the draft law’s bid to expel more people and
toughen conditions for irregular migrants, while con-
servatives’ hackles have been raised by provisions to
regularize the situation of undocumented workers in
seclors with labor shorlages.

It is the right flank that poses the biggest obstacle to
Macron and his minority centrist government passing
Lhe legislation. Conservalive MPs’ voles will be needed
to get the bill through the lower house of parliament,
the National Assembly, while the right has a majority in
the upper house, the Senate.

“This text is about firmness,” Interior Minister Ger-
ald Darmanin said on Sunday, drawing on language
meant Lo appeal to the conservative Republicans party.
He vowed to “find a way to get (the bill) through par-
liament”. But several attempts to get the Republicans
on board over the past year have fallen flat and there is
little sign that this time will be different.

“We can't have a bill that wants both to expel more
people and regularize more people,” Bruno Retailleau,
the leader of the Senate conservatives, told AFP. He said
any easing up of immigration law would be a “sign of
weakness”. Macron on Sunday proposed broadening
constitutional rules governing the type of social issues
like immigration that can be put to referendum. The
bone thrown towards the right has so far had little visi-
ble effect on rhetoric around the immigration bill.

‘Remove and integrate’
As elsewhere in Europe, right-wingers claim that
Irance’s asylum system mainly attracts people looking
for better economic conditions. The number of people

AGUIMES: Gravedigger Bartolome Gomez, 61, cleans a
grave on Oct 14, 2023, at the cemetery of the Canary
village of Aguimes. - AFP photos

Migrants find final
resting spot on
Spanish islands

AGUIMES: At the cemelery in the town of Aguim-
es, on the Spanish island of Gran Canaria, plaques
marked the burial vaults holding the remains of 15
migrants found dead on board a boal. Localed in
the Atlantic off the northwest coast of Africa, Spain’s
Canary Islands have become a key entry point for
migrants seeking a better life in Europe, but strong
currents make the route one of the deadliest in the
world. Many bodies that are found dead at sea are
hard Lo idenlily and so cannol be returned Lo their
families, leaving it up to local Spanish officials to find
a final resting place for most of them. “Here lies a
brother who lost his life trying Lo reach our shores,”
the 15 plaques read.

Muller Emmanuel, a 27-year-old Ghanaian recently
arrived in Gran Canaria with 55 other migrants by
boat from Morocco, speaks during an AFP interview.

Bartolome Gomez, the cemelery’s gravedigger,
said he picked the inscription along with a local
priest so people would know who was buried there
“even il we don’t know who they are”. “They found
the boat in the open sea. They were all dead. Of hun-
ger, of thirst,” added Gomez, 61, who was still moved
by the tragedy three years after it happened.

The perilous route to the Canary Islands has be-
come particularly frequented since controls tight-
ened in the calmer Mediterrancan Sea. Migrants
travel in overloaded wooden boats, which are often
unseaworthy and do not carry enough drinking wa-
ter and food. More than 7,800 people died or went
missing at sea en route to the seven-island archipel-

secking asylum reached over 137,000 last year, up 31.3
percent year-on-year and just shy of a 2019 record. Ex-
pulsions have also been stepped up, to almost 15,400
last year — 15 percent higher than in 2021. But Prime
Minister Elisabeth Borne on Monday rebuffed claims
that regularizing undocumented workers would create
a “pull effect” and increase migration. Regularizations
would benefit “people who've been on our territory for
years, who are well integraled, who've been working for
years”, she lold broadcaster Irance Inter.

The bill aims “to more quickly remove those who
shouldn’t be here and at the same time to better inte-
grale those who should remain”, Borne said. She nev-
ertheless revealed conlinuing divisions within govern-
ment when she opposed removing state medical aid for
undocumented people, calling it “a question of public
health”. Interior Minister Darmanin has said he plans
to “eliminate” the aid, replacing it only with cover for
emergencies — calling it a step towards “a good com-
promise” with the Republicans. Such talk, along with
plans for annual migration quotas set by parliament
and restrictions on allowing people to rejoin their fam-
ilies already in France, has drawn opposition from aid
groups and left-leaning politicians.

Around 150 people gathered outside the Senate
building in Paris’ touristic left bank district Monday to
protest against the bill. If passed, it would “do noth-
ing but criminalize us,” said Aboubacar Dembele, a
31-vear-old undocumented worker. “This bill generaliz-
es suspicion, administrative harassment, insecurity and
fear,” said Camila Rios Armas, a member of two migrant
aid groups, in a joint statement signed by dozens of
charilies including Amnesly International.

‘Botched job’
Debate around immigration was stoked in France
over the summer by mass arrivals in [taly and a visil by
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AN CANARIA: This photograph
shows the grave of Mohamed, a child who died trying
to reach the coasts of the Canary Islands.

ago between 2018 and 2022, according to Spanish
NGO Caminando Fronteras, which helps migrant
boats in distress and the families of those who have
gone missing.

Bodies thalt wash ashore or are found by fisher-
men or the coasl guard al sea are hard Lo identlily,
complicating their return to their families and leaving
it up Lo local officials to find a final burial spot. Fo-
rensic doctors collect and store DNA samples, take
pictures of any identifying markers such as scars
and lalloos and study Lleeth Lo try Lo determine who
the migrants are. “In 90 percent of cases, the bodies
remain unidentified and no one asks for them,” said
Maria Jose Meilan, director of the morgue in Las Pal-
mas, the main cily of Gran Canaria.

‘Miss you so much’

Burials of migrants found dead at sea are the re-
sponsibility of the municipality of the port where the
remains are taken, she added, a duty they sometimes
struggle to carry out. The mayor of Mogan, in south-
western Gran Canaria, said last month she did not
wanlt Lo pay [or any more migrant burials, saying the
central government should instead fool the bill.

Mogan includes the port of Arguineguin, where
the Spanish coast guard usually takes migrant ships
rescued at sea. The Las Palmas morgue was forced
Lo store the bodies of over 50 migrants in 2020 for
several months until cemeleries were assigned for
them, Meilan said, describing it as a “chaolic situa-
tion”. At the sprawling San Lazaro cemetery at Las
Palmas, a plaque placed on a mound of earth read:
“Migrant boat number 4. 25/09/2022”. A little fur-
ther away was the final resting place of Mohamed,
a six-year-old boy who was found dead in a boal
in October 2021. “Your mum, sister and cousin love
you and miss vou so much,” read a laminated sheel
of paper.

‘Very dangerous’

Other migrants got a much more basic burial spot.
The remains of 30 migrants were buried in a com-
mon grave al a cemetery in Mogan decorated with
just a few cacti. There was no plaque. The remains of
16 other migrants were held in burial niches, above-
ground vaults, the mayor’s office said.

On a stretch of land at the port of Arinaga, on
Gran Canaria’s eastern coast, colorful wooden boats
used by migrants to reach the island piled up. In-
side were belongings haslily abandoned by migrants
when they were rescued at sea — a single flip-flop
or lrainer, rucksacks and a baby bollle.

Muller Emmanuel, a 27-year-old Ghanaian, re-
cenlly arrived in Gran Canaria with 55 other mi-
grants by boal from Morocco. Their vessel started
Lo lake on waler during the crossing, bul they all
made it. His friend Jo, who attempted the cross-
ing two weeks earlier, was apparently not so lucky
— several people on his boal died and he has
nol been heard from since. “IUs very dangerous.
I would not advise anyone Lo come and lake this
trip,” Emmanuel told AFP. — AFP
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j PARIS: Demonstrators gather with placards which translate as ‘le Pen dreamed of it - Darmanin does it’ (left)
= and ‘defending territorial rights is defending France’ (right) as they protest during the debate on the govern-

ment’s immigration bill. - AFP

Pope Francis to the southern French port city Mar-
seille, where he urged people to welcome migrants.
Last month’s killing of a teacher by a Russian migrant
with apparent jihadist beliefs has further ramped up the
pressure.

The government believes public opinion is on its
side, with 87 percent in favor of changing immigration
rules according to an Opinionway survey for daily Le
Parisien. Large majorilies were also in favor of the in-
dividual measures in the bill, according to the survey.

Muslim prayer at
Paris airport stirs
conlroversy

PARIS: Images ol Muslim travelers in collective
prayer at a French airport have caused controversy,
with the government on Monday vowing ‘firmness’
and the airport operator describing the incident as
regrettable. The pictures shared virally on Sunday
through social media showed several dozen travelers
in the departures hall of Charles de Gaulle airport
in Paris praying together ahead of a flight to Jordan.

The controversy sparked by the images comes
as lensions rise in France over Zionist military cam-
paign against Gaza, which has killed at least 10,000
people, mostly women and children, according to the
Gaza health ministry. France is home to large Muslim
and Jewish communilies.

Transport Minister Clement Beaune wrote on
X, formerly known as Twitter, that airport author-
ities were fully committed to implementing rules
and vowed “firmness”. The prayer at terminal 2B of
Irance’s largest airport, in which around 30 travel-
ers look part, lasted around 10 minutes, an airport
source who asked not to be named told AFP.

Special closed areas are sel aside at the airport
for people of all faiths to pray in private. France is
strictly secular and there are limits on displays of re-
ligious belief in public spaces such as schools and
public buildings including airports. “This is a regret-
table first,” the chief executive of operator Aeroports
de Paris (ADP), Augustlin de Romanel, wrote on X.

“Dedicated places ol worship exist,” he added.
“The border police have been instructed to prohibit
this and will increase their vigilance.” De Romanel
also warned against exaggeraling the incident “al
this time”, in an apparent allusion to the Zionist es-
calation of violence.

The picture was notably shared on social media
by Noelle Lenoir, a former European affairs minister
under right-wing president Jacques Chirac. “What
does the CEO of Aeroports de Paris do when his air-
port is transformed into a mosque? Is the change in
status official?” she asked sarcastically.

“There are specially dedicated places of worship
at the airport,” said ruling party MP Astrid Pano-
syan-Bouvel, adding thal the authorities had Lo
implement “the rules that prevail in France, includ-
ing al the airports”. However Luc Carvounas, the
Socialist mayor of Alfortville outside Paris accused
Panosyvan-Bouvel of “clumsy comments that could
be compared to Islamophobia” and called on her to
“clarify her remarks or even apologize”. — AFP
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PARIS: A group of travelers pray at Charles de Gaulle
airport. — Noelle Lenoir/ social platform X

Meanwhile, the far-right National Rally (RN), for-
merly the National Front, of Marine Le Pen sees op-
portunity in its pet theme dominating political debate
ahead of next year’s European Parliament elections and
in the long climb to the 2027 presidential election, when
Macron cannot stand again due Lo lerm limits. The im-
migration law was “a bolched job”, RN vice-president
Sebastien Chenu lold broadcaster RTL on Sunday —
while saying the party’s 80 MPs could vote for it in the
hope of “small results”. — AFP

ODESA: This photograph taken on Nov 5, 2023 shows
an exhibition hall at the Odesa Fine Arts Museum
damaged following a strike. - AFP

Russia strikes
Odesa, damaging
museum, injuring 8

KYIV: Russian strikes overnight in the southern
Ukrainian region of Odesa left eight people wounded
and damaged a historic arl museum, Ukrainian officials
said on Monday, in the latest barrage of drones and
missiles. Three more were injured in a Russian shelling
allack on the southern cily ol Kherson on Monday, as
Kyiv doubled down on its warnings that Russia was
planning to pummel Ukraine’s energy infrastructure
ahead of the winter.

Images released by officials from inside the Odesa
Fine Arts Museum showed art ripped from the walls
of the 19th-century building and windows blown out
by the aerial bombardment. Ukraine’s deputy foreign
minister Emine Dzheppar said Kyiv was “deeply out-
raged” by the attack and urged the United Nations’
Paris-based heritage agency UNESCO Lo condemn the
strike. UNESCO said it “strongly condemns the attack”
and that “cultural sites must be protected”. Kyiv said
earlier that Russian forces had launched four missiles
and nearly two dozen attack drones from occupied re-
gions of the country in the south overnight. Ukraine’s
military downed 15 drones and one of the missiles, il
said in a stalement. The gallery said on social media the
attack had occurred on the museum’s 124th birthday
and the [acility would be closed until further nolice. The
governor of the Odesa region, Oleg Kiper, said most
of the collection had already been removed during the
war. “Canvases and paintings from the current exhibi-
tion were not damaged,” he added on social media.

A woman who lived in a nearby building said she
and her family were away during the strike but their
home had been damaged. “God led us away. We'll
see what happens in the flat next. Out of five win-
dows, I have none left,” the woman, who gave her
name only as Svillana, told AFP.

Fears for winter

Interior Minister Igor Klymenko meanwhile said
the overnight attacks had also damaged 20 residen-
tial buildings and infrastructure facilities. Eight people
were wounded in the Odesa region, he said. Fears are
building in Ukraine that Moscow will again launch sys-
lemalic altacks on energy facililies as it did last winter,
leaving millions without regular heating or light.

“The winter is going to be really challenging. RF
(Russian Federation) will conlinue Lo altack our energy
infrastructure. RF is preparing, so we must be prepared
Loo,” Andriy Yermak, head of President Volodymyr Zel-
ensky’s office said on social media.

In an interview with German newspaper Die Welt
published Monday, Foreign Minister Dmytro Kule-
ba said he was bracing for “the worst winter ever”. “I
bought dozens of candles and my father bought a truck
[ull of firewood,” he said. The southern region of Kher-
son was also targeted in an overnight missile strike and
came under renewed artillery fire. — AFP
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Technology giants jockey for
position at dawn of Al age

‘Everyone’s trying to outmarket and out-hype everybody else’

SAN FRANCISCO: Whether they
sell smartphones, ads or computer
chips, the heavyweights of Silicon Val-
ley have everything to prove to inves-
tors looking to see who is best placed
in the race Lo dominale the generalive
arlificial intelligence market.

“If you're a company, and you don't
have an Al message, you're nol going
to be in business very long,” says in-
dependent industry analyst Jack Gold.
“Everyone is focused on Al right now.
And everyone’s lrying Lo outmarkel and
out-hype everybody else. And there’s
room for a whole lot of players.”

Over the past two weeks, tech’s
top companies released their cor-
porate earnings reports for the Ju-
ly-September quarter. Most of them
beat analyst expectations, but on
Wall Street, all eyes were on plans
for generalive Al, popularized by the
ChatGPT chatbot, OpenAl’s inter-
face thal was launched a year ago
and dazzled the world.

The parent company of Google,
the world leader in online advertis-
ing, saw its profit jump 42 percent in
the third quarter to nearly $20 bil-
lion—well above markel estimaltes.
Shares in Alphabet however dropped
more than 10 percent over two ses-
sions because Google Cloud, though
expanding, was seen as disappoint-
ing. For Max Willens, an analyst at
Insider Intelligence, while the divi-
sion’s credibility among Al startups
could “bear fruit in the long run, it is
not currently helping Google Cloud
enough Lo salisly investlors.”

The cloud is where most generalive
Al systems—which can deliver con-
tent as complex as a poem or schol-
arly essay in just seconds—will be
unfurled. Generalive Al, considered by
many observers to be a seismic change

similar to the advent of the internet
age, is based on Al systems called
large language models. These models
compile mountains of data that are the
building blocks for “crealing” content.
Microsoft—a major investor in Ope-
nAl—along with Google and Mela
have trained their own models.

Companies specializing in cloud
services—led by Microsoft’s Azure,
Amazon Web Services (AWS) and
Google Cloud—are beginning Lo
monetize Al, though the costs remain
high for now, says Yory Wurmser, an-
other analyst for Insider Intelligence.
“The excitement is on what’s possible,
and how fast it’s changing,” Wurmser
told AFP. The main cost comes from
the microprocessors needed to churn
through the data. Chipmaker Nvidia
hit the jackpot by belling years ago on
developing graphics processing units
(GPUs), now a crucial pillar in the rap-
id development of generative Al. But
for Gold, one must understand “how
Al is ultimalely going Lo be used.”

He says “probably 80 or 90 per-
cent of all workloads will be inference
workloads,” meaning the usual func-
lioning of Al models once they've
been created. US chip giant Intel
has been working to catch up with
its rivals, especially Nvidia, when it
comes to powerful chips needed to
handle Al's processing demands.

“The inferencing use of those models
is what we believe is truly spectacular
for the future,” said Intel chief executive
Pat Gelsinger. “A huge amount of that is
going o run right on Xeons,” he said, re-
ferring to the company’s processors.

Amazon, which plans to invest up
to $4 billion in Anthropic, a rival to
OpenAl, is insisting on the impor-
tance of Bedrock, its service for
building generative Al applications.

MOUNTAIN VIEW, United States: A bicyclist rides along a path at Google’s Bay View campus in Mountain View, CGalifornia, on June 27,
2022. Whether they sell smartphones, ads or computer chips, the heavyweights of Silicon Valley have everything to prove to investors
looking to see who is best placed in the race to dominate the generative artificial intelligence market. — AFP

“It’s still complicated to actually figure
out which models you want to use ... and
trying to make sure you have the right re-
sults” while keeping costs in check, said
Amazon CEO Andy Jassy.

“Bedrock just takes so much of the dif-
ficulty out of those decisions in those vari-
ables, that people are very excited about
Bedrock,” he said. Even Apple, which is

da, was unable to escape questions about
its Al plans. “In terms of generative Al,
obviously we have work going on,” said
Apple chief Tim Cook. “I'm not going to
gel into details... but you can bet that
we’re investing quite a bit.”

Observers are expecting big things from
Apple with respect to its digital assistant
Siri, which has not evolved all that much in
recent years. Amazon recently announced

it would gradually add Al capability to its
Siri equivalent, Alexa. For Carolina Milane-
si, an analyst al Crealive Stralegies, no one
is behind—yet. “Nobody’s late in a market
that is just gelting started and that will re-
quire investment and commitments,” Mila-
nesi told AFP.

“It starts first from an enterprise per-
spective before it starts from a consumer

US treasury chief,
China VP to meet
before APEC summit

WASHINGTON: US Treasury Secrelary Jan-
et Yellen is set to meet Chinese Vice Premier
He Lifeng, the Treasury said Monday, ahead of
an economic summit in San Francisco where
the countries’ leaders are expected to con-
vene. Yellen will host He for two days of bilal-
eral meelings, al “a lime of more inlensive di-
plomacy” aimed at stabilizing ties and helping
with progress on economic issues, the Trea-
sury Department said in a statement.

The talks on Thursday and Friday come be-
fore the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
(APEC) summit, which is anticipated to serve
as a backdrop for President Joe Biden and
Chinese leader Xi Jinping to meet. The White
House has said Biden is aiming for “construc-
tive” talks with Xi—set to be their first since
they met in Bali in Indonesia November 2022.

The world’s two biggest economies have
had Lense relations as they vie for influence
in the Asia-Pacific region and beyond, and as
Beijing boosts cooperation with Russia in a bid
to reduce US dominance.

Bul a number of high level US officials have
visited China in recent months, including Sec-
relary of State Antony Blinken, as well as Trea-
sury and Commerce Secretaries Janet Yellen
and Gina Raimondo. Yellen’s planned meet-
ings with He come alter “significant strides”
in deepening communication between the two
countries, the Treasury said Monday.

In their upcoming meetings, both sides are
expected to share views on their respective
economies and the global economy, said a
Treasury official on condition of anonymity.
Yellen is also anticipated to raise concerns on
economic practices such as barriers to market
access, and discuss issues relating to nation-
al securily concerns, the official added. There
are also plans to speak on challenges like cli-
mate change and debt distress, seeking arcas
of cooperation, the official said. — AFP

China, Australia can
become ‘trusting’
partners, Xi says

BEIJING: Chinese leader Xi Jinping told Australian
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese Monday that their
countries could become “trusting partners”, pledging
to work with Canberra on everything from regional se-
curity to climate change as the two leaders cased years
of tensions that cut billions of dollars in trade.

Beijing is Canberra’s biggest trading partner, but re-
lations plummeled in 2020 after Australia’s then-con-
servative government barred Chinese tech giant Hua-
wei from 5G contracts and called for an inquest into the
origins of COVID-19, which was first detected in China.

A furious Beijing then slapped punitive tariffs on a
slew of Australian commodities including coal, barley
and wine as the relationship descended into a deep
freeze. But China has reversed course since Albanese
took power in May last year, lifting most of its restric-
tions on Australian goods and saying it wants “healthy
and stable” ties.

Meeting Albanese in Beijing on Monday, Xi said
the two countries had “no fundamental conflict of in-
terests”. China and Australia, Xi said, could “become
mutually trusting and mutually successful partners”,
according Lo a readout of the meeling by slale broad-
caster CCTV.“In the face of major changes in the world,
the two sides should grasp the correct development di-
rection for China-Australia relations,” he said. This in-
cluded cooperation on everything [rom “the peace and

Ryanair rewards
shareholders
after profit soars

LONDON: Irish no-frills airline Ryanair on
Monday announced the start of regular div-
idends to sharcholders after net profit surged
72 percent in its first half on higher fares and
record traffic. Profit after tax came in at 2.2 bil-
lion euros ($2.4 billion) in the six months to the
end of September year-on-year, Ryanair said in
a statement. The Dublin-headquartered airline
said it would begin regular dividend payments
for the first lime in ils history.

It comes as the avialion seclor is enjoying a
strong recovery afler suffering heavy losses at the
start of the decade when the COVID pandemic

loathe to allow trends to dictate its agen-

stability of the Asia Pacific region” o climale change,
the Chinese leader said.

And in opening remarks shown by Australia’s public
broadcaster ABC, Albanese—the first Australian lead-
er Lo visil China in more than seven years—hailed the
“unquestionably very positive” progress in lies. Since
the two leaders met in Indonesia last year, Albanese
told Xi, “trade is flowing more [reely Lo the benelfit of
both our countries”.

“We can of course Loday take up the opportunily to
explore how we can have further cooperation between
our two countries,” he said. Albanese has previously
acknowledged the need o remain “clear-eyed” about
the differences belween the two countries.

“We need to cooperate with China where we can,
disagree where we muslt, and engage in our national
interest,” he told reporters Monday.

And China has bristled at Australia’s security pact
with the United States and Britain, and rebuked its
decision to purchase nuclear-powered submarines—
widely seen as an effort to parry Chinese military might
in the Asia-Pacific. Albanese has spoken up on behalf
of nations’ right to self-determination, as well as human
rights and maintaining peace—including in the Taiwan
Strait, which separates China from the self-ruled island
it regards as part of its own Lerritory.

But Xi on Monday lold Albanese the two could
work logether on regional securily challenges.

“Where there are efforts o cause disturbances in
the Asia Pacific region, we must firstly stay vigilant,
and secondly oppose them,” the Chinese leader said.
And in the South Pacific—where Canberra and Beijing
have in recent years clashed over influence—Xi said
China was willing to work with Australia to “support
the strengthening of development”. It also sought to

grounded flights worldwide.

“We want to thank those shareholders for their
support during a very difficult COVID period,”
Ryanair chief executive Michael O’Leary said. The
carrier announced “a maiden ordinary dividend of
400 million euros” spread across two equal pay-
ments in February and September next year.

In the years ahead, Ryanair said it expects to
pay about 25 percent of net profits in dividends.

The dividend announcements, along with ex-
pectations of record-high annual profits despite a
number of headwinds, helped send Ryanair’s share
Ericc rallying six percent to 16.12 euros in Dublin.

yanair has previously paid out a total of 6.74 bil-
lion euros in share buybacks and ad hoc dividends
in the 12 years to 2020, the company confirmed
to AFP.

O’Leary added that the carrier’s full-year out-
look “remains highly dependent on the absence of
any unforeseen adverse events—for example such
as Ukraine or Gaza—between now and the end
of March”. Ryanair profits ballooned in the first

perspective.” — AI'P

SHANGHAI: China’s Premier Li Qiang (left) and Aus-
tralia’s Prime Minister Anthony Albanese shake
hands during the opening ceremony of the 6th China
International Import Expo (CIIE) in Shanghai on No-
vember 5, 2023. — AFP

cooperate on protecting “the peace and stability of the
Asia Pacific region with openness and tolerance” and
“tackle challenges including climate change”, he said.

Bul analysts say high-level meelings this week will
see Beijing project itself as a “benevolent and benign
partner” welcoming a wayward friend back to the fold.
“China won't want to dwell on criticisms of its econom-
ic coercion or hostage diplomacy,” Courtney Fung,
scholar in residence with the Asia Society Australia,
told AFP. Analyst Yun Sun said Beijing would be keen
to present “the trip as Australia recognizing its previ-
ous mistakes”. “It will portray Albanese as being on the
right side of history and making the correct choice for
the sake of (Australia’s) economy, especially export in-
dustries, including its wine industry,” said Sun, of the
Washington-based Stimson Center. “That will be the
Chinese narrative.” — AFP

STANSTED, United Kingdom: Ryanair aircraft are
pictured at Stansted airport, northeast of London on
August 20, 2020. —AFP

half “thanks to a strong Easter in the first quar-
ter, record summer traffic and higher fares which
offset significantly higher fuel costs”, the compa-
ny statement said. Traffic grew 11 percent to 105
million passengers and average fares jumped by
almost one quarter. — AFP
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KPC plans investments in fossil fuel
and renewables in its 2040 strategy

Oil prices decline sharply on intensifying global macroeconomic worries

Chart 1: Qil prices
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KUWAIT: Oil prices declined sharply in Oc-
lober on intensilying global macroeconomic
worries amid the prospect of ‘higher for longer’
central bank interest rates and despite the re-
turn of the geopolitical risk premium linked to
the Zionist entity-Hamas conflict — which pe-
tered out towards the end of the month with
the conflict appearing contained — and bel-
ter-than-expected US and Chinese economic
data. Speculators also booked profits from oil’s
precipitous rise in the third quarter. Interna-
tional benchmark Brent crude ended the month
al $87.4/bbl (-8.3 percent m/m; +1.8 percent
ytd), while local marker Kuwait Export Crude
(KEC) fell to $91.3/bbl (-6.7 percent m/m;
+11.3 percent vytd), outperforming Brent in
2023 reflecting tighter medium-sour crude fun-
damentals. Money manager net length, mean-
while, remained elevated in October, jumping
after the outbreak of hostilities in Gaza.

In Kuwait, output was flat month-on-month
at 2.55 mb/d in September, according to offi-
cial sources. Earlier in October, the Kuwait Pe-
troleum Corporation (KPC) unveiled its 2040
energy strategy, which includes $410 billion in
planned investments in both fossil fuel ($300
billion) and renewable energies ($110 billion).
Seeking to maximize refined products output
from the new Al-Zour refinery and satisfy ex-
ternal demand for its crude, KPC reaffirmed its
commitment to raise the country’s crude pro-
ductlion capacily to 4.0 mb/d by 2040, with
an interim larget of 3.2 mb/d by 2025/2026.
KPC hopes that its $110 billion investment in
renewables will achieve Kuwait’'s 2030 target
of sourcing 15 percent of ils total energy re-
quirements from renewables and KPC’s 2050
target of carbon neutrality (2060 for the Stale
of Kuwait).

Global macroeconomic conditions look to
be softening against the backdrop of tight-
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er global monetary policy, though the world’s
two largest economies, US and China, both
wilnessed stronger-than-expected economic
growth in Q3 2023. European economies, on
the other hand, remain close to recession. The
outlook for 2024 is proving difficult to gauge,
though the International Monetary Fund in
October did revise down slightly its forecast
for world GDP growth to 2.9 percent (from 3.0
percent in June).

Reflecting the uncertainty, OPEC and the
International Energy Agency (IEA) maintain
widely divergent projections for oil demand in
2024. While the lwo organizalions are closely
aligned on this year’s demand growth forecast
(2.3-2.4 mb/d), thanks to better-than-expect-
ed oil consumption in China, they differ sig-
nificantly in their outlook for 2024.The IEA
pegs growth at 0.9 mb/d, below the historical
annual average, while OPEC is far more bullish
al 2.2 mb/d.

The IEA also published new medium-to-long
term oil demand forecasts. The eye-catching
projection here is its base case scenario which
sees demand peaking at 102 mb/d by 2030be-
foredeclining to 97 mb/d by mid-century due
to reduced road transportation fuel use result-
ing from increased electrical vehicle penetra-
tion and slowing rates of Chinese economic
growth. OPEC, in contrast, raised its long-term
oil demand forecast by 6.2 mb/d from last year’s
eslimale to 116 mb/d by 2045, on stronger con-
sumplion in India, China and MENA.

On the supply side, combined data from
OPEC secondary sources and S&P Global
show aggregate OPEC+ production (exclud-
ing quota-exempt members) rising 372 kb/d to
35.9 mb/d in September. Oil output in Nigeria,
while still significantly underperforming quota
targets, led the gains (+141 kb/d to 1.39 mb/d)
for the second consecutive month. Kazakhstan

Chart 3: OPEC short-term oil demand outlook
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and Saudi Arabia also increased output, by 90
kb/d and 82 kb/d, respectively. Meanwhile,
quota-exempt Iran only managed a modest
production increase in September (+10 kb/d)
but surging oil output gains this year of almost
500 kb/d have brought production to its high-
est level in five years (3.1 mb/d), despite US
sanctions. The US, meanwhile, eased ils sanc-
tions on Venezuela, a step that could see oil
flows rise by around 200 kb/d in the near term.

In the US, weekly Energy Information Ad-
ministration (EIA) data showed crude outpul
surging lo a record 13.2 mb/d in Oclober, a
substantial gain of 1.1 mb/d (+9.1 percent)
year-to-date. Production growth in 2024 is
not expected to be so robust, however, with
the EIA estimating an annual average increase
of just 374 kb/d to 13.2 mb/d (+2.9 percent y/y
from an average ol 12.8 mb/d in 2023). What
is impressive, however, is thal outpul gains
have occurred while the number of actively
drilling oil rigs has declined, by 18 percent
yld (to 504) as ol Oclober’s close, according
to Baker Hughes. Meanwhile, the Department
of Energy (DokE) announced monthly solicita-

Telecom Italia
okays US fund’s
bid for network

MILAN: Telecom Italia on Sunday
approved an offer by US investment
fund KKR for its fixed-line network,
infuriating its main shareholder which
vowed lo contest the “illegal” deci-
sion. The Italian telecommunications
operator is seeking to sell its fixed
network to pare down a huge debt
pile that stands at more than 26 billion
euros ($28 billion).

TIM said its board had approved
the deal, whose value could reach 22
billion euros and which would reduce
the debt by “around 14 billion euros”.
Its main shareholder, French media
giant Vivendi, has opposed selling the
network and valued it at 31 billion eu-

ros, saying KKR’s previous bids were
far too low.

Vivendi said it would “use all le-
gal means at its disposal” to contest
TIM’s “illegal” decision.

It had previously threatened to
launch legal action il the KKR offer
was approved without being sub-
milted lo an extraordinary gener-
al assembly of shareholders, where
Vivendi would carry considerable
weight. “The rights ol Telecom Italia
shareholders are being trampled on,”
Vivendi added.

TIM chief executive Pietro Labrio-
la welcomed the board’s “historic de-
cision” and said he remained open to
dialogue, particularly with the “big-
gesl sharcholders”.

The Italian government is already
the second-largest shareholder in
TIM, which was privatised in 1997.

Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni’s
government intends to take a stake
of up to 20 percent in the fixed-line

nelwork, viewing il as stralegic infra-
structure. After months of suspense,
TIM’s board in June approved the start
ol exclusive negotiations with KKR.
The board rejected a lower offer from
the Italian Caisse des Depots and Aus-
tralian fund Macquarie Asset Manage-
ment, worth around 19.3 billion euros.

Yok S

If the deal goes through, TIM will
become the first major operator in
Europe Lo sell its fixed network on its
domestic market to slash debt. The
debt load is hampering TIM’s efforts
to invest in rolling out fiber optic net-
works, where Italy is lagging behind
other advanced economies. — AFP

Improved foreign
demand lifts factory
orders in Germany

FRANKFURT: German faclory orders rose
slightly in September, buoyed by stronger foreign
demand, official data showed Monday, in a glim-
mer of good news for Europe’s biggest economy
as it battles a slowdown.

New orders, a key indicator closely walched
as a sign of future business activily, were up 0.2
percent from a month ago, federal data agency
Destatis said. Analysts surveyed by financial data
firm FactSet had predicted a substantial drop of
1.3 percent.

The positive data followed a big rise of 1.9 percent
in August—a figure that was revised significantly
downwards from a previous estimate due to errors
in data provided by some sectors. Foreign demand
and in particular large orders had lifted September’s
numbers, said the economy ministry in a statement,
with orders from abroad rising 4.2 percent.

If large orders were stripped out, September’s
overall industrial figures would have dropped 2.2
percent on the month, added the ministry. Do-
mestic orders meanwhile slumped 5.9 percent.

High inflation, elevaled energy cosls and weak-
er demand from key markel China have all been
weighing on Germany’s crucial manufacturing
sector in recent months. Germany tipped into
a recession at the start of 2023, and economic
growth stagnated in the second quarter. A slew
of weak indicators since then have added to
fears of a prolonged slowdown. The International
Monetary Fund has predicted that Germany will
be the only major advanced economy to shrink
this year. Energy costs rose sharply in the wake
of the Russian invasion of Ukraine, as Moscow
dwindled critical gas supplies to Europe.

The electricity price for non-residential cus-
tomers averaged 0.18 euros without taxes in the
second half of 2022, according to the German
statistics agency Destatis. The leap in costs for
heating and electricity have weighed on indus-
try with Germany experiencing anemic growth
in the months since the outbreak of the conflict.
Berlin announced a 200-billion-euro package in
November to protect consumers and businesses
from sky-high energy costs through April 2024.

The new cap would ensure that “critical
branches of industry” remained based in Ger-
many and Europe, Habeck said. The Green parly
minister described the proposal as a longer-term
“bridge” solution until renewables capacity has
been increased and prices have come down. A

“clearly defined” group ol energy-intensive in-
dustries would have access to the low-cost elec-
tricity, according to the plan, including sectors
such as chemicals, steel and glass manufacturing.
Beneficiaries would see the difference between
the market price for electricity and the cap reim-
bursed, with the total cost of the project running
lo between 25 and 30 billion euros, according
to the economy ministry’s estimates. The VCI
chemicals lobby welcomed the price cap in a
statement as a “clear game changer for our in-
ternational competitiveness”.

The proposal however faces resistance from
within the government coalition, a three-way
alliance between the Social Democrats, Greens
and the liberal FDP. “I take a very critical view
of the industrial electricity price,” Finance Min-
ister Christian Lindner wrote in the Handelsblatt
daily earlier this week. The idea was “econom-
ically unwise”, said Lindner, whose parly the
IFDP has championed Germany’s balanced-bud-
get orthodoxy. Habeck’s proposals could also
raise concerns in Brussels that Germany is un-
fairly subsidizing its industry. The ministry said
it would “enter into a constructive discussion
with the European Commission on all competi-
tion-related issues”, while calling for a broader
“European strategy to strengthen energy inten-
sive industries”. —AFP

Chart 4: Long-term oil demand forecasts
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tions Lo buy barrels at or below $79/bb I(for
WTI) out to May 2024 in a bid to refill the
US’s partially depleted Strategic Petroleum
Reserve (SPR), currently standing at 351 mb
(down 39 percent from March 2022 levels).
The Dok aims to acquire 6 mb for delivery in
both December and January.

In the short term, still tight oil market fun-
damentals and present-though-waning geo-
political risk are combining to lift oil prices.
We mainlain our forecast of Brenl Lo average
around $88/bbl this quarter. For 2024, un-
cerlainly surrounding the outlook for oil de-
mand and the path for OPEC+ voluntary sup-
ply cuts—due to be unwound in January—is
complicating the picture. Nevertheless, with
economic metrics pointing in a recession-
ary direction, amid continued tight monetary
policy, oil demand growth is likely lo slow
in 2024. With non-OPEC supply gains likely
to continue albeit at a slower rate, the onus
to balance the market will once again fall on
OPEC+ and Saudi Arabia especially to back-
stop any softness in oil prices. We see Brent
averaging $85/bbl in 2024.
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Indonesia economic
growth hit by
lagging exports

JAKARTA: Indonesia’s economy grew
al its slowest pace for two years in the
third quarter owing to a fall in exports
caused by softer commodity prices, data
showed Monday. The 4.94 percent on-
year expansion was lower than forecast in
a Bloomberg survey, though Central Sta-
tistics Bureau (BPS) head Amalia Adin-
inggar Widyasanti pointed out that the
figure was better than the global average.

“In the middle of the slowing global
economy, climate change, and the fall-
ing price of main commodities, Indone-
sia’s economic resilience is reflected in
the 4.94 percent of economic growth,”
Widyasanti told a news conference
Monday. Exports contracted 4.26 per-
cenl, the biggest fall since the end of
2020 owing to a drop in demand for
commodities including coal and palm oil.
Overseas shipments have shrunk for six
for the past seven months, according to
Bloomberg.

Indonesia last month raised interest
rates 25 basis points to six percent, an
unexpected move to defend the rupiah
amid growing global economic uncer-
tainty. The rupiah has outperformed re-
gional peers against a strengthening US
dollar but has nonetheless tumbled and
last month hit 15,800 to the greenback,
its lowest level since April 2020.

The weakening currency may force
the government to raise fuel prices, giv-
en the country imports half of its petro-
leum. “Because we rely mostly on eco-
nomic consumption, we may be able to
maintain five percent growth, but the
natural resources sector... is not sustain-
able because of exploitation and over-
supply,” said Bhima Yudhistira, an econ-
omist from the Center of Economic and
Law Studies. — AFP
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Al ethics gets short shrift
among employers: OECD

Boosting skills is key to harnessing the potential of Al

PARIS: Despile increasing concerns
about the ethical risks posed by rapidly
developing Al applications, employers
are paying little attention to the issue in
recruiting, an OECD study said Monday.

The Organization for Economic
Co-operation and Development searched
online job offers for Al posts in 14 coun-
tries. It found that while the percentage
including keywords relating to ethics had
increased sharply in the past four years,
it still remained very low at an average of
0.4 percent in 2022.

“Results indicate that in the majority
of countries, less than 1 percent of all va-
cancies mentioned keywords associaled
with Al ethics,” the OECD said in its an-
nual job skills report. In the United States
in 2019 only 0.1 percent of all online job
postings for Al professionals mentioned
any keyword associated with ethics in Al
These were for vacancies requiring pro-
spective workers Lo possess skills related
to Al development and use, but the figure
had risen to 0.5 percent in 2022.

New Zealand had the highest result of
1.6 percent in 2022.

“This suggests that despite strong
commilments on the part of countries
and stated intentions on the part of Al
development firms, ethics in Al is not yet
prioritized in hiring decisions,” said the
report. “These considerations should be
prioritized.”

The release of ChatGPT and other

generative Al systems has captivated
the public and offered a glimpse into
the technology’s potential. These new
systems are capable of quickly produc-
ing lext, images and audio from sim-
ple commands in everyday language.
But they have also prompted concerns
around issues ranging [rom job losses
Lo cyberaltacks and the control that
humans actually have over the systems.
UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak hosted
political and tech leaders at the inaugu-
ral global Al safely summil last week.
Ahead of the meeting, the G7 powers
agreed on a non-binding “code of con-
duct” for companies developing the
most advanced Al systems. But govern-
ments appear to be playing catch-up in
terms of regulating the rapidly-devel-
oping technology.

Countries should significanlly scale-
up efforts to strengthen initial education
systems and provide improved upskill-
ing and reskilling opportunities for life-
long learning, Lo ensure skills available
respond more effectively to the needs
in the labor market. This is also essen-
tial to ensure societies can harness the
full potential of artificial intelligence (Al)
and robotics and successfully transition
to a net-zero economy, according to the
OECDs Skills Outlook 2023.

Investments in skills are critical to
building a resilient green and digital
transition. However, the speed of envi-

ronmental and digital transformations is
outpacing the rate of change in education
and skills policies and their capacity to
respond Lo emerging trends and needs in
sociely and labor markels.

As new job profiles and skills require-
ments emerge, on average across OECD
countries only around four in ten adults
participate in formal or non-formal learn-
ing [or job related reasons. This hampers
the ability of workers to upskill and re-
skill, limiting their opportunities to real-
locate from sectors and occupations and
their ability to strengthen the skills they
will need to work alongside new technol-
ogies to make the most of potential pro-
ductivity gains.

“Skills play an essential role in build-
ing strong, fair, and sustainable econo-
mies and societies, but the skills needs of
our economies and socielies are evolv-
ing,” OECD Secretary-General Mathias
Cormann said. “To ensure everyone can
participate in and benefit from eco-
nomic development and growth and in
particular the opportunities created by
the green and digilal transformalions,
policymakers must better aligning edu-
cation and skills training with the skills
needed in the labour market. This is
essential to help workers navigate the
significant impacts of these transforma-
tions on labor markets.”

Ensuring adequate upskilling and
reskilling, as well as providing assis-

B Data ethics _

- Trustworthy Al and alignment with OECD Al Principles .

- Fairness and mitigating bias —

- Transparency and explainability —

- Safety and security -

Accountability

Ensuring an inclusive and user-centred approach

tance for populations negalively af-
fecled by climale change, is crilical Lo
ensure continued support of action to
halt environmental degradation. Edu-
cation systems should redouble their
efforts to build the environmental sus-
tainability competences of young peo-
ple, equipping them with both the skill
and the will to support the achieve-
menl of green objectlives. Only around
one in three young people in OECD
countries combine foundational levels
of scientific literacy with the altitudes
and behaviours that enable them to
be thoughtful consumers and future
workers in the green economy.
Developments in generative artifi-
cial intelligence and robotics will re-

quire individuals to develop skills to
work alongside Al systems and nol
just existing technologies. This will
pose a second challenge for educa-
lion and lraining systems. Individuals
from socio-economically disadvan-
taged backgrounds are also less likely
Lo gain proficiency in a range of skills
during formal educalion, including Lo
develop attitudes and dispositions that
can support the twin digital and green
transition and reduce their vulnerabil-
ity to environmental and lechnolog-
ical changes. Policy action is needed
to identify vulnerability due to a lack
of proficiency in skills in order to im-
prove both equality of opportunity and
overall well-being. —Agencies

Scientific benefits of
sleeping and how we
can gel better at it

KUWAIT: As much as the heart powers our body, the
same could be said of sleep. It’s as vital to us as the air
we breathe and is the make-or-break habit that influ-
ences our lives and health. Unfortunately, as the world
gets more modern and digital, we seem to neglect the
importance of sleep and pick up unhealthy bedtime
habits. One of the most common ones is scrolling on
our screens right before falling asleep.

According to the World Economic Forum, almost
62 percent of adults all over the world are reporting
a lack of quality sleep. Many are unaware of the ma-
jor implications that sleep has on health, especially
in the long term. Poor sleep can affect our heart,
immune system, mental health, and more. Moreover,
many don’t have the proper tools to understand
how they can sleep better. To bridge the gap and
improve access to sleep management tools, some
brands like Huawei have invested in sleep technol-
ogy and introduced sleep monitoring features in
their wearable devices.

Personalized solutions for everyone

From the night-shift worker to the working parent,
the way we sleep is as unique to us as our identi-
ties, which is also why experts struggle to figure out
a one-size-fits-all solution to sleeping better. This
means we need to understand our own sleep cycles
and habits in a personalized way.

Smartwatches can help us with that, as they offer

S Korean stocks
surge after
short-selling ban

SEOUL: South Korean stocks surged Monday af-
ter authorities imposed an eight-month ban on short
selling, with officials citing “illegal shorling practic-
es” by global inveslors as driving the move. Financial
regulators announced the ban Sunday, saying “fair
trading ground was no longer possible” because of
investment banks’ “unfair trading praclices”.

Short selling involves traders borrowing securi-
ties to sell in hopes of buying them back at a cheap-
er price later. Officials judged that “illegal shorting
practices pose a risk Lo the stability of the market
and fair pricing”, Kim Joo-hyun, chairman of the Fi-
nancial Services Commission, said al a news briefing.

“We have decided to suspend short trading un-
Lil the end of the first hall of next year,” Kim added.
The benchmark Kospi rallied more than four percent
Monday, while the small-cap Kosdaq was up almost
six percent. A decision on whether Lo reinstate short
selling in July will be made after a review of improve-
ments in the market, Kim added. The FSC chief said
there would be a thorough probe into global invest-
ment banks to see whether they have carried out any
illegal short selling, warning of “stern punishment”.
Around 10 global investment banks, which ac-

easy access Lo sleep monitoring technologies. Cur-
rently, many smartwatches in the market can detect
the different phases of sleep (Light Sleep, REM sleep,
deep sleep, ctc.). Huawei's latest smartwatches go a
step further, giving users the most customized sleep
tracking experience possible.

Huawei’s TruSleep 3.0 can delect micro-move-
ments during sleep to more precisely identify the
stage of sleep the user is in. If you wonder wheth-
er you toss and turn during sleep, or whether you
get enough deep sleep to avoid daytime sleepiness,
the watch can help you with that. Additionally, new
smartwatches like the Huawei Watch GT 4 utilize
the Huawei TruSeen 5.5+’s advanced sensor to
detect changes in heart rate during sleep, which
means it takes a more comprehensive reading of
your sleep cycle.

Tools for a good night’s rest

Sleep doesn't have to be complicated or stress-
ful. It should be a natural and relaxing actlivily that
benefits our health and wellbeing. The Watch GT
4’s sleep moniloring fealure lakes care of various
aspects of the user’s sleep, including the very mo-
ment of waking, connecling Lo other features like the
Clock app, so that users can rest easy and not fret
aboul oversleeping. Users can also sel notifications
that will inform them when it’s bedtime so that they’ll
be reminded Lo get sufficient rest withoul having Lo
repeatedly check the clock or set alarms. The sleep
tracking algorithm is also comprehensive yet us-
er-friendly. Instead of overwhelming you with a ton of
data, the watch gives you a score on sleep quality and
provides recommendations on how Lo improve your
sleep habits. It intelligently does so by gathering your
physiological data and assessing the steps needed to
improve sleep.

Pro-Level Health Management

L g ! ey By Andrerieny

How breathing influences sleep

Many convenlional smartwalches loday over-
look the importance of breathing well — especially
during sleep. Our breathing rate slows down when
we fall asleep, and it can vary across the different
stages of sleep. In some cases, we may experience
disruptions or irregularities in our breathing that can
affect our overall wellbeing and sleep quality without
us nolicing. Currently, one of the few smartwalch-
es with the ability Lo measure breath irregularily is
the Watch GT 4. It has a new feature called Sleep
Breathing Awareness that helps monitor breathing
during sleep, and rates it from Low to High. Although
it is not a medical device, it can help you understand
your respiratory health and sleep quality better, and
alert you when it’s time to seek professional help.

If you're looking for a solution to help you
sleep better, wearable technology can be a great
way lo start learning and improving your sleep
habits. And the Huawei Watch GT 4 has one of the
most comprehensive sleep tracking technologies
in the market now.
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A South Korean woman looks at a stock index board at the Korea Stock Exchange in Seoul. --AFP

count for the “significant portion of short selling”,
would be under scrutiny, regulators said.

But critics say the ban is “excessive” and question
whether political motivations were behind the move,
which comes ahead of parliamentary elections next year.

“An outright ban of legitimate short selling is an
excessive regulation,” said the Maeil Business news-
paper in an editorial. “It is suspicious that the FSC
had succumbed to the pressure from the ruling party
that tries to win retailer investors’ votes.” — AFP

Stocks extend global
rally as US jobs data
cements rate hopes

HONG KONG: Markels rallied again
Monday following another strong perfor-
mance on Wall Street, as below-forecast
US jobs data fanned optimism that the
Federal Reserve had reached the end of
its interest rate hiking cycle. After a tlough
year for traders, the bank’s decision last
week to pause on monetary policy for

a second meeling and hint that it would
not tighten further has provided some
much-needed vigor, and sparked talk of
anew year cul. Those hopes were given a
boost Friday by figures showing far [ewer
jobs than expected were created in Octo-
ber, while other data pointed to a slowing
economy, easing pressure on policymak-
ers Lo lift rates further. “The recent deluge
of economic data does not paint a picture
of an impending recession,” said SPI As-
set Management's Stephen Innes.

“Most economic indicators, aside
from a nolable miss in the ISM manufac-

luring index, did nol signal a recession.
Instead, the data seemed to align with a
‘just right’ scenario, akin to Goldilocks,”
he added, referring to data that was
neither oo strong nor oo weak. “The
deceleration in job growth... mitigated
the risk of overhealing or an excessively
rapid economic expansion, a key factor
holding the Federal Reserve back from
officially declaring that it has reached its
terminal rate.”

All three main indexes on Wall Street
jumped Friday after the jobs reading,
which also fuelled bels on an interest

rale cul by June, while Treasury yields
eased back from 16-year highs. Ob-
servers now say lhe road is open for
equities to end the year on a strong
note. Asian markets tracked the ral-
ly in New York, with Tokyo more than
two percent higher, while Hong Kong,
Wellington, Manila and Jakarta were up
more than one percent.

There were also gains in Shanghai,
Sydney, Singapore, Mumbai, Bangkok
and Taipei. Seoul piled on more than
five percent after authorities reim-
posed a ban on short-selling. — AFP

EU probes AliExpress
to examine curbs
on illegal products

BRUSSELS: The EU on Monday announced an
investigation into Chinese e-commerce giant Ali-
Express, seeking more details on what measures
it is taking Lo protect consumers online from ille-
gal products, including fake medicines.

The European Commission said it had sent
a formal request for information to AliExpress,
owned by Alibaba, in what is a first step in a pro-
cess under a new EU law, the Digital Services Act
(DSA), that aims to counter the spread of illegal
goods and content online. It said it wanted Lo
know more about how AliExpress will “comply
with obligations related to risk assessments and
mitigation measures to protect consumers online,
in particular with regard to the dissemination of
illegal products online such as fake medicines”.

AliExpress has until November 27 to respond.
The European Union has developed a powerful
armory to challenge the might of Big Tech with its
milestone DSA and a sister law, the Digital Mar-
kets Act, that hits web giants with strict curbs, ob-
ligations and oversight on how they do business.

The DSA came into effect in August for 19
“very large” platforms, including AliExpress,
Facebook and Instagram, that have more than
45 million monthly European users. The EU has
already started probes into Meta, TikTok and X
(formerly Twitter), requesting more details about
how they have acled against disinformation. Plat-
forms face fines that can go up to six percent of
global turnover for violations.

The EU’s top tech enforcer, Thierry Breton,
stressed that the DSA was nol just aboul coun-
tering hate speech and disinformation online. “It
is also there to ensure removal of illegal or unsafe
products sold in the EU via e-commerce plat-
forms, including the growing number of fake and
potentially life-threatening medicines and phar-
maceuticals sold online,” Breton said.

Amazon Store, Google Shopping and clothing
retailer Zalando are also among the 19 platforms
named by the EU. Amazon and Zalando have
launched legal challenges against being designat-
ed on the list.

The DSA stipulates that online shopping sites
must verily the identity of vendors before allowing
them on their platforms and block repeat fraudsters.
The rules say online marketplaces may be held re-
sponsible for any damage from products bought by
users that are non-compliant or dangerous.

The European Medicines Agency last week
warned fake injection pens of Ozempic, a wildly
popular diabetes drug that went viral on social
media as a way Lo lose weight, were circulating
in Europe.

A 2022 report by Europol and the European
Union Intellectual Property Office warned of an
increase in counterfeit goods shipped into the
EU via small parcels. “This notable increase is
related to the growth in online marketplaces,” it
said. According to the report, the production of
fake goods and their sale were heavily reliant on
online platforms, social media and instant mes-
saging services. — AFP
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This photo taken on June 30, 1966 shows British band The Beatles, (from left to right) Paul McCartney, Ringo Starr, George Harrison and
John Lennon, performing during their concert at the Budokan in Tokyo.

New Beatles song set to reach
number one on UK singles chart

new Beatles song, produced with
Athe help of Al, is on track to be

named number one on the UK’s
official singles chart on Sunday night,
the chart company said. The song,
“Now and Then”, that used artificial in-
telligence to include the vocals of John
Lennon and guitar by George Harrison,
who died in 1980 and 2001 respective-
ly, was released last Thursday. “Now
And Then debuted at Number 42 in the
UK last week based on just 10 hours of
sales, but is now expected to jump 41
places to the top of the Official Singles
Chart when Friday’s chart is announced
on BBC Radio 1’s The Official Chart,”
Official Charts said.

The song is set to be the Fab Four’s
18th UK chart-topper and their first in
54 years, since The Ballad of John and
Yoko in 1969. The Beatles remain sec-
ond to Elvis Presley, who has scored
21 number ones on the chart since his
first hit in 1957. “Now and Then” is cur-
rently ahead of the song “Standing Next
to You” by Jung Kook, and last week’s
number one, “Is it Over Now?” by Tay-
lor Swift, according to the chart which
is based on preliminary sales and early
streaming reports from key distribution
channels in the UK. Despite being high-
ly anticipated, “Now and Then”, which
comes more than four decades after it
was originally recorded as a demo by
Lennon, received lukewarm reviews

Former Beatles members Paul McCartney
(right) and Ringo Star perform on stage
during the 56th Grammy Awards at the Sta-
ples Center in Los Angeles, Galifornia, Jan-
uary 26, 2014.

from music critics after its release. “Now
and Then’is not terrible... But ultimately,
it's kind of mundane,” wrote Geoff Edg-
ers in the Washington Post. The Times
daily in the UK said the song showed Al
being used to its best advantage.

Parts of it also conjured up “that clas-
sic, bittersweet, Beatles-esque flavour”,
wrote reviewer Will Hodgkinson. “Unfor-
tunately, none of this can mask the fact
that the Last Beatles Song is far from a
lost masterpiece,” he added.

Al solution
“Now And Then”, first written and
sung by Lennon in 1978, was finished

by his fellow band members Paul Mc-
Cartney and Ringo Starr. The track was
unveiled by Apple Corps, Capitol and
Universal Music Enterprises, with a mu-
sic video debuting on Friday. McCartney,
81, announced the song’s release in
June, in what was dubbed in a promo-
tional trailer “the last Beatles song”.

“Now And Then” was one of several
tracks on a cassette that Lennon had
recorded at his home in New York’s Da-
kota Building in 1979 -- a year before
his death. It was given to McCartney
by Lennon’s widow Yoko Ono in 1994,
Two other songs, “Free As A Bird” and
“Real Love”, were cleaned up by the
producer Jeff Lynne, worked on by the
other former Beatles, and released in
1995 and 1996.

An attempt was made to do the same
with “Now And Then” but the project was
abandoned due to background noise on
the demo. Al has now made it possible
to extract the vocals from that record-
ing, although the use of the technology
in music is the subject of industry-wide
debate, with some denouncing copyright
abuses and others praising its prowess.
The two surviving Beatles finished “Now
And Then” last year, including George
Harrison’s electric and acoustic guitar
parts recorded in 1995.—AFP
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Public outcry over construction
near Vietnam’'s Ha Long Bay

huge residential complex be-
Aing built on the borders of Viet-

nam’s Ha Long Bay prompted
a public outcry in the Southeast Asian
country Monday, as concerns mount
over human impacts that have de-
graded the UNESCO World Heritage
Site. The bay, famed for its brilliant
turquoise waters dotted with towering
rainforest-topped limestone islands, is
one of Vietnam’s most popular tourist
destinations, attracting more than sev-
en million visitors last year. The shore
and the surrounding town are already
heavily developed. But on Sunday pic-
tures were published in state media
of an enormous construction site run-
ning through the waters—and next to
the spectacular karsts—of Bai Tu Long
Bay, which borders Ha Long.

The project owner, Do Gia Capi-
tal Limited Company, is preparing the
ground for a residential and hotel com-
plex on an area of more than 318,000
square meters, Tien Phong newspaper
said. The paper reported that the con-
struction site is in Ha Long Bay’s ‘buffer
zone’, which UNESCO says provides
an additional layer of protection to a
World Heritage property. Once finished,
the complex will consist of 451 villas
and houses, multiple seven-storey ho-
tels, and service and trade areas, Tien
Phong added.

Truong Quoc Binh, former deputy
head of the culture ministry’s heritage
department, said “the boundaries of
Ha Long Bay had been seriously vio-
lated”, according to the paper. In Face-
book posts that received thousands of

likes and shares, Nguyen Xuan Dien,
a well-known historical researcher,
called the plans “a direct threat” to the
world heritage site. “The limestone
karsts have been turned into toys of
the newly rich”, Dien wrote. Trang
Nguyen, a prominent conservationist,
wrote on Facebook: “Killing birds, kill-
ing animals, killing everything.

“The mountains are turned into
cheap amusement parks, painted with
green and red. The sea and its sand
is exploited. Beautiful places are auc-
tioned off.” In response to the criticism,
authorities in northern Quang Ninh
province -- where the construction site
is situated—ordered Monday an imme-
diate review of the project. The plans
received official approval in 2021.

The rapid growth of Ha Long City—
which is now home to a cable car,
amusement park, luxury hotels and
thousands of new homes—has severe-
ly damaged the bay’s ecosystem. Con-
servationists estimate there were orig-
inally around 234 types of coral in the
bay—now the number is around half.
There is also a huge problem with both
human and plastic waste. UNESCO’s
Vietnam office and the Ha Long Bay
management board did not immediately
respond to requests for comment from
AFP. State media have recently report-
ed on several other construction proj-
ects threatening protected areas across
Vietham.—AFP

This aerial photo shows the construction site of a residential and hotel complex near Ha
Long Bay in Vietnam’s Quang Ninh province.--AFP
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Bike enthusiasts wearing
historical dress drive their
penny-farthing bicycles,
also known as high wheel,
during the traditional ‘One I
Mile Race’ competition at
Letna Park in Prague.
—AFP photos
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Visitors view the burial epitaph of Lebanese-American writer, poet, and visual artist Gibran

Khalil Gibran at his tomb at his museum.

W'Y
A view of the burial coffin of Gibran Khalil
Gibran on display at his museum.

Joseph Geagea gives a briefing before one
of Gibran’s pencil drawings.

Joseph Geagea, director of the Gibran Khalil Gibran Museum dedicated to the eponymous
Lebanese-American writer, poet, and visual artist, gives a briefing before one of Gibran’s pencil
drawings at the premises in the artist’s hometown of Besharre (Bsharri) in northern Lebanon.

Books that are part of the collection of the
Gibran Khalil Gibran Museum are displayed
in the artist’s hometown of Besharre.

Joseph Geagea gives a briefing before one A bust sculpture depicting Lebanese-American writer, poet, and visual artist Gibran Khalil
of Gibran’s paintings. Gibran is displayed at the entrance of his hometown of Besharre (Bsharri).

Khalil Gibran’s Lebanon hometown
celebrates ‘The Prophet’ centennial

Lebanon, a museum dedicated to
Khalil Gibran in his hometown of
Besharre has been celebrating the cen-
tennial of “The Prophet”, the renowned
author’s most famous work. Since it was

N estled in the mountains of northern

This picture shows a pencil drawing by
Lebanese-American writer, poet, and vi-
sual artist Gibran Khalil Gibran on display
at his museum.

first published in the United States in
1923, millions of copies of “The Proph-
et” have been sold worldwide, with the
book becoming a literary classic that has

A view of the Gibran Khalil Gibran Museum dedicated to the Lebanese-American writer, poet, and visual artist, in his hometown of :*

Besharre (Bsharri) in northern Lebanon.

been translated into dozens of languag-
es from the original English.

“Every reader, no matter where
they’re from, feels that this book re-
lates to them and moves them deep-
ly... whether they are Christian, Muslim,
Jewish or atheist, said museum direc-
tor Joseph Geagea. It “touches the
spirituality of each individual, dealing
with death, life, friendship, love, chil-
dren” and other topics, he added.

Divided into 26 chapters, verses
from “The Prophet” are often quoted at
births, weddings and funerals around
the world. “Biblical style is pervasive” in
“The Prophet”, Lebanese author Alex-
andre Najjar said during a recent read-
ing in Beirut, also noting the influence
of Islam’s mystic Sufi tradition. “The
Prophet” captured the hearts of stu-
dents and hippies in the 1960s, Najjar
said, including for the passage: “Your
children are not your children... they
come through you but not from you.”

Elvis Presley “loved the book so
much that he used to give it to his friends
on their birthday”, he added. Other ce-
lebrities and leaders, from John Lennon
to Japan’s former Empress Michiko and
late Indian prime minister Indira Gandbhi,
were also fond of the book, the muse-
um’s Geagea said.

People walk past a bust sculpture depicting Lebanese-American writer, poet, and visual
artist Gibran Khalil Gibran at his museum.

AND | AT
STANDINC
BESIDE

A partial view of the tomb of Lebanese-American writer, poet, and visual artist
Gibran Khalil Gibran at his museum in his hometown of Besharre (Bsharri) in
northern Lebanon. — AFP photos

A view of the burial epitaph of Leba-
nese-American writer, poet, and visual
artist Gibran Khalil Gibran on display at his
tomb at his museum.

X

Translations of Lebanese-American writer,
poet, and visual artist Gibran Khalil Gibran’s
book “The Prophet” in various languages
are displayed at his museum.

Translations of Lebanese-American writer,
poet, and visual artist Gibran Khalil Gibran’s
book “The Prophet” in various languages
are displayed at his museum.

Joseph Geagea gives an interview at the premises in the artist’s hometown of Besharre
(Bsharri) in northern Lebanon.



13

Lifestyle

S T s

3 ‘frl"?“ ot

A view of the house where Lebanese-American writer, poet, and visual
artist Gibran Khalil Gibran was born in his hometown of Besharre (Bsharri)

in northern Lebanon.

A view of the house where Lebanese-American writer, poet, and visual artist Gibran Khalil
Gibran was born in his hometown of Besharre (Bsharri).
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All spooked up:
Horror film leads
‘Priscilla’ at North
American box office

niversal’s Halloween season re-
Ulease “Five Nights at Freddy’s”

remained in first place at the
North American box office, beating out
the awards-tilted biopic on Elvis Pres-
ley’s wife “Priscilla,” estimates showed
Sunday. Despite maintaining its lead in
ticket sales, “Freddy’s” still had a fright-
ening drop from $78 million in its de-
but weekend to only $19.4 million this
week, according to industry watcher
Exhibitor Relations.

The video-game based film, re-
leased both in theaters and on Uni-
versal’s Peacock platform, is “crashing
in its second weekend of simultane-
ous streaming,” said analyst David A.
Gross. Josh Hutcherson, starring in his
biggest role since the “Hunger Games”
franchise, leads the cast as a security
guard working nights at an abandoned
family entertainment center, where
creepy animatronic characters spring
murderously to life after dark. The hor-
ror film was followed again by “Taylor
Swift: The Eras Tour,” earning another
$13.5 million in its fourth week out, for
a total domestic haul of $166 million.

Martin Scorsese’s “Killers of the
Flower Moon” maintained its third-
place spot at $7 million in North Amer-
ican theaters, while also crossing the

symbolic $100 million figure in world-
wide sales. The over-three-hour film
is to be released on Apple’s streaming
platform, but a date has not yet been
announced.

In its first wide-release weekend,
Sofia Coppola’s “Priscilla” landed in
fourth place at just $5 million. The
film charts the rocky relationship be-
tween Elvis and Priscilla Presley, from
their first meeting on a German army
base when she was just 14 and the
rock’n’roll star was 24, through to their
acrimonious split. In the titular role,
25-year-old Cailee Spaeny has already
earned the Venice Film Festival’'s best
actress award, while Jacob Elordi has
received strong reviews for his perfor-
mance as Elvis.

The latest Elvis-related biopic to
hit theaters had a “fair opening for a
romance drama,” said analyst Da-
vid A. Gross. It may find some more
momentum, he said, given its “excel-
lent reviews and very good audience
scores.” In fifth was newly released
Spanish-language film “Radical” at
$2.7 million. Based on a true story, it
follows a teacher in a Mexican border
town who “tries a radical new method
to unleash the curiosity and potential of
his students,” according to production
company Pantelion Films. Rounding
out the top 10 were:

“Exorcist: The Believer,” ($2.2 mil-
lion)

“After Death” ($2.0 million)

“Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie”
($2.0 million)

“What Happens Later” ($1.6 million)

“Freelance” ($1.2 million). — AFP

‘Deeply spiritual vision’

Gibran was born in Besharre in
1883, when Lebanon was under Otto-
man rule, but wrote most of his books
in the United States, where he head-
ed the New York Pen League, the first
Arab-American literary society. Over-
looking Lebanon’s Qadisha Valley, the
museum was set up in a former 18th
century monastery and exhibits some
150 paintings by the author that show
“his deeply spiritual vision of exis-
tence”, Geagea said. A table displays
11 translations of “The Prophet” re-
leased between 1923 and 1931.

“Gibran strongly wished to return
to Besharre, which he left at age 12,”
said Geagea, but the writer died be-
fore he could get the chance. The
monks decided to sell the monas-

tery and the surrounding land to Gi-
bran’s sister after the author’s death
in 1931, when he was just 48. The
site was transformed into his burial
place and then into a museum for his
artworks and other objects, and re-
ceives around 50,000 visitors a year
from five continents, Geagea said.

Despite his popularity among
readers, Gibran’s most famous work
received a lukewarm reception at the
time of writing from American critics,
who criticized it as simplistic and mor-
alizing. In April this year, an exhibition
at the United Nations headquarters
in New York also marked the work’s
centenary. — AFP

A view of furniture from the studio of Lebanese-American
writer, poet, and visual artist Gibran Khalil Gibran on display.

Tuesday, November 7, 2023

A view of the house where Lebanese-Amer-
ican writer, poet, and visual artist Gibran
Khalil Gibran was born.

T

Joseph Geagea gives a tour of Gibran’s first
studio furniture at the premises in the art-
ist’s hometown.

K-pop star G-Dragon appears for
questioning over alleged drug use

-pop star G-Dragon, of wildly

successful but problem-plagued

band BIGBANG, denied any
wrongdoing as he appeared for po-
lice questioning Monday over alleged
drug use. South Korea has extremely
tough legislation on illegal drugs, and
even Koreans who take drugs like
marijuana legally overseas risk pros-
ecution upon returning to their home
country. G-Dragon, whose real name
is Kwon Ji-yong, arrived at the Incheon
Nonhyeon police station in a black se-
dan, dressed in a dark suit and wear-
ing black-rimmed glasses. “l have not
committed drug-related crimes and
I’'m actually here to reveal that,” the
35-year-old told reporters outside.

This year, President Yoon Suk Yeol
called for more stringent measures to
eliminate drug traffickers, saying the
country was no longer “drug-free”.
Leaving the police station after the
questioning that lasted for nearly four
hours, the artist said that he had test-
ed negative for drugs, adding that he
had put in an urgent request for a more
detailed test. “I think it would be good if
the investigative agency would quick-
ly and accurately state the results,” he
told reporters.

“l actively cooperated with the in-
vestigation, whether it was testifying
or submitting hair,” he said, adding:
“I answered truthfully.” G-Dragon is
the latest in a string of South Korean
entertainers to be probed for alleged
drug use. Police have launched an
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K-pop star G-Dragon (center) speaks to the media as he arrives at a police station for his
police questioning in Incheon.

investigation into “Parasite” actor Lee
Sun-kyun, who stands accused of us-
ing marijuana and other psychoactive
drugs. Lee was previously celebrated
for his wholesome image, but local
news outlets have reported that he
is being dropped from television and
commercial projects.

Last month, another high-profile ac-
tor, Yoo Ah-in, was indicted for alleged
drug use. G-Dragon’s group BIGBANG
is one of South Korea’s most success-
ful boy bands, having sold at least 140
million records worldwide since its
debut in 2006. But its members have
often been in the limelight for miscon-
duct.

Group member Seungri retired from
show business in 2019 amid mounting
criminal investigations, and was later
sentenced to 18 months in prison for of-
fering women to potential investors for
sexual services, among other charges.
Rapper T.O0.P, who in May revealed
he had “withdrawn” from BIGBANG,
received a suspended jail sentence in
2017 for using marijuana. G-Dragon
himself was investigated for marijuana
use in 2011, but he was released with-
out indictment. — AFP

K-pop star G-Dragon
(right) arrives at a police
station for his police
questioning in Incheon. -
AFP photos
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Mathews becomes first ‘timed out’
dismissal in international cricket

There are 10 modes of dismissal in cricket, the rarest of which is ‘timed out’

NEW DELHI: Sri Lanka’s Angelo Mathews was on
Monday controversially given “timed out” in a World
Cup clash against Bangladesh, becoming the first man
Lo suffer the dismissal in the 146-year history of inter-
national cricket. The former captain took more than two
minutes to take strike and opposition skipper Shakib
Al Hasan appealed, which was upheld by the on-field
umpire. Mathews came into bat after the fall of Sadeera
Samarawickrama in the 25th over but was unable to se-
cure his helmet strap tightly enough, an action which
delayed the resumption of play.

Following the Bangladesh appeal, the umpires held a
lengthy discussion with the players including Mathews.
They ruled Mathews to be out and the 36-year-old
veleran reluctantly trudged off with most spectators
appearing bemused by the decision. Some Bangladesh
fans applauded. Former South African fast bowler Dale
Steyn writing on X, formerly Twiller, said: “Well, that
wasn't cool”.

Ex-India batsman Gautam Gambhir, on X', said:
“Absolutely pathetic what happened Delhi today!
#AngeloMathews.” Australian Test batsman Usman
Khawaja also blasted the decision. “Angelo made his
crease then his helmet strap broke. How is that timed
out? I'm all for timed out if he doesn’t make his crease
but this is ridic. No different then a batsman getting to

Closing eagle lifts
van Rooyen to
PGA Tour title

LOS CABOS: South Africa’s Erik van Rooyen, in-
spired by a sick friend, rolled in a long eagle putt at
the final hole to grab an emotional two-shot triumph
Sunday in the US PGA Tour World Wide Technolo-
gy Championship in Mexico.

Van Rooyen saved his best for last in claiming a
second US tour title to go with his 2021 Barracuda
Championship win. He played the last five holes in
five-under, playing the back nine in eight-under 28
on the way to a nine-under par 63 and a 27-under
par total of 261 at Cardonal at Diamante in Los Ca-
bos—the first Tiger Woods-designed course to be
used for a PGA Tour event.

His walk-off eagle gave him a two-shot triumph
over third-round co-leaders Matt Kuchar and
Camilo Villegas. “I was calm because there’s bigger
stuff in life than goll,” said van Rooyen, breaking
down in tears as he explained that dear friend Jon
Trasamar is battling cancer.

“Every shot out there today was for him,” van
Rooyen said. “When you're playing for something
bigger than winning some silly trophy it puts it in
perspective and at the end of the day whether I won
here or I lost here it really didn’t matter.”

One back to start the day, van Rooyen shook
off an opening bogey, nabbing birdies at the sec-
ond and sixth to get himself on track. He added
three straight birdies at the 10th, 11th and 12th and
another at 14 before birdies at 16 and 17 saw him
pull level with overnight co-leader Kuchar atop
the leaderboard at 25-under.

Kuchar started the day tied with Villegas after
a rollercoaster round that included an eagle and a
quadruple bogey. Six birdies had him atop the board
trough 14 holes, but he couldn't find another birdie
the rest of the way. He was joined on 25-under 263
by Villegas, who made two of his six birdies at 17
and 18 to claim his share of second. American Justin
Suh was fourth after a bogey-free seven-under par
65 for 264. The near miss left Colombia’s Villegas
still looking for a fifth PGA title—nine years after he
claimed his fourth.

Kuchar had been hoping a trip to Mexico would
again see him end a victory drought. He claimed the
last of his nine PGA titles at the 2019 Sony Open—a
month after he ended a near four-year title drought
at this event when it was held at Mayakoba.

Instead, it was van Rooyen in the winner’s circle
at the fifth event of the FedEx Cup Fall, a series of
seven tournaments played after the TOUR Champi-
onship that finalizes eligibility for the 2024 PGA tour
season. —AFP

British sensation
Oppon getting
ready to tumble

PARIS: Naana Oppon, the newly crowned British tum-
bling champion at the age of 16, heads to the Tram-
polining World Championships this week confident of
winning a medal and encouraging more “black or girls
of colour” to take up the sport.

The engaging Oppon says she “loves seeing the
world upside down” as she jumps and twists down the
25-metre (82-fool) track with only her hands and feel
allowed Lo louch the surface. “As much as you have Lo
stay focused there is also a sense of freedom and it is
greal fun,” she told AFP in a Zoom interview.

“It comes with a lot of skills. It is a very power-based
sport and that was what drew me in.” Oppon says she
was a “very active girl” and aged four took up tumbling,
a trampoline gymnastics discipline that falls under the
acegis of the International Gymnastics Federalion. Her
progress has been so swift that she has been described
by coaches as the sport’s Usain Bolt and compared to
American gymnastics superstar Biles.

Not surprisingly she identifies strongly with the
American four-time Olympic gold medallist and says
she “absolutely” hopes she can be as inspirational as
Biles. “In the gym, people doing tumbling specifically

the crease then taking 3 minutes to face up,” he wrote
on social media. According to laws of cricket, after the
fall of a wickel or the retirement of a batsman, the in-
coming player must be ready to receive the ball within
two minutes. The Association of Cricket Statisticians
and Historians said there have been six instances of
“timed out” in first-class cricket. “There have been no
instances recorded in List A or Twenty20 cricket until
Mathews,” they wrote on X, formerly known as Twil-
ter. The vastly-experienced Mathews was playing in
his 225th one-day international on Monday in a career
which has yielded 5,900 runs and 122 wickets.

He has also played 106 Tests and 78 Twenty20 in-
ternationals. There are 10 modes of dismissal in cricket,
the rarest of which is “timed out”. Former India caplain
Sourav Ganguly escaped being timed-out when he had
to rush onto the pitch after the fall of a wicket during a
South Africa Test at Cape Town in 2007.

India had lost a wicket and with next batsman Sachin
Tendulkar not allowed Lo Lake the field owing the lime
he had spent off the pitch, and VVS Laxman taking a
shower, the onus to come oul fell on Ganguly, who was
still in his tracksuil. The timed-out rule in Tesls was
three minutes but Proteas skipper Graeme Smith did
not appeal and waited patiently for Ganguly to stride
out despite exceeding the time limit. — AFP

Sri Lanka sacks
cricket board after
WCup thrashing

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s sports minister Roshan Ra-
nasinghe sacked the national crickel board on Mon-
day, days after a humiliating defeal by India at the
World Cup. Ranasinghe has been at loggerheads with
Sri Lanka Cricket—the richest sports organization on
the financially-stricken island—for months over alle-
galions of widespread corruption. The country’s 1996
World Cup-winning skipper Arjuna Ranatunga, 59,
has been appointed chairman of a new interim board,
Ranasinghe’s office said in a stalement. The former
captain was “the most suitable person to revive crick-
et”, the minister told reporters in Colombo. “The pri-
ority is to get the team to perform better.”

Three judges were included on the seven-member
panel to help investigate corruption, he added. Rana-
tunga said he had accepted the challenge of rebuild-
ing cricket. “Sri Lanka Cricket had become known as
the most corrupt institution in the country,” he added.
“I want to change that image.”

The move came a day after the board’s sec-
ond-highest officer, secretary Mohan de Silva, quit.
Minister Ranasinghe publicly demanded the entire
board’s resignations after Sri Lanka’s 302-run World
Cup thrashing by hosts India last week.

Sri Lanka were at one point 14-6 and were all out
for 55, the fourth-lowest World Cup total in histo-
ry, while chasing India’s 358 in Mumbai. The defeat
prompted a public outcry and police have been de-
ployed outside the board office in Colombo since Sat-
urday when there were angry protests.

Ranasinghe said that Sri Lanka Cricket officials
had no moral or ethical right Lo remain in office. “They
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NEW DELHI: Sri Lanka’s Angelo Mathews (R) listens to the umpires after he was timed out during the 2023 ICC
Men’s Cricket World Cup one-day international (ODI) match between Bangladesh and Sri Lanka at the Arun
Jaitley Stadium in New Delhi on November 6, 2023. — AFP

should voluntarily resign,” he said, having previously
accused the board of being “lraitorous and corrupt”.

Sri Lanka play Bangladesh later Monday and need
a mathematical miracle if they are to squeeze into the
last four of the World Cup.

Good governance

The interim panel is the 10th appointed by a sports
minister for various reasons since 1999 -- when the
government intervened after the president’s uncle lost
the election to lead the board—despite International
Cricket Council rules against political interference.

On Saturday Ranasinghe wrole Lo full members of
the ICC asking for their understanding and support.
“Sri Lanka Cricket has been besieged with com-
plaints of player disciplinary issues, management
corruption, financial misconduct and match-fixing
allegations,” Ranasinghe said in the letters, released
to Sri Lankan media.

“I would like to emphasize that interim measures
will only be taken to establish good governance prin-
ciples.” The minister was last month forced by the ICC
to withdraw a three-member panel he had appointed
to investigate alleged corruption at the board after it
was deemed to violate the interference rules.

There was no immediate reaction from the 1CC to
Ranasinghe’s latest move and dismissed board pres-
ident Shammi Silva, who was elected to a third con-
seculive lerm in May, also did not comment. Sri Lanka
have not won the World Cup since 1996, with Ranas-
inghe blaming the board for the “delerioration” of
standards. Another cabinel minister, Prasanna Rana-
tunga—brother of the newly appointed interim board
chairman—told parliament in August that the 1996
triumph had been “the biggest curse for our cricket”.

“Money starled flowing Lo the crickel board after
1996 and with that came those who wanted to steal,”
he said. A former sports minister, Harin Fernando,
introduced tough anti-corruption laws in 2019 after
saying that the ICC considered Sri Lanka one of the
world’s most corrupt cricketing nations. — AFP

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s sports minister Roshan Ranasinghe arrives at the Ministry of Youth and Sports, in
Colombo on November 6, 2023. Ranasinghe sacked the national cricket board on November 6, days after a

humiliating defeat by India at the World Cup. — AFP

do not look like me, either black or people of colour.
The way Biles carries herself has been a big inspira-
tion,” Oppon said. “I think I have already definitely
inspired the black community and people of colour to
try tumbling out. “Anyone can join.” Oppon accepts she
could inspire even more to take it up if she were to win
amedal at the world championships which take place in
the English city of Birmingham [rom Thursday to Sun-
day. “I do definitely think il’s realistic Lo win a medal in
the team or individual,” she said. “It would mean a lot to
win a medal as it means all the hard work and sacrifices
made by me and my family were worthwhile.”

For Oppon to fulfil her dream, she has had to lead
a life far from that of a normal leenager. “I have made
quite a few sacrifices, especially my social life and
hanging out with friends,” she said. “I have also been
a little behind with schoolwork because I have been
Lraining in two gyms for the past vear and a hall. “How-
ever, it balances out in the end, I guess.”

Her parents, mother Antonia and father Paul, have
also sacrificed a lot by, at one point, taking two jobs
each to finance expenses that amount to roughly 700
pounds ($850) a month—as tumbling does not receive
the funding from the lottery that Olympic sports do.

However, supermarket worker Antonia gave up one
of her jobs so she could drive Oppon Lo one of the gyms
that is quite a distance from their home. Paul still works
two jobs and Oppon says her sister is also supportive
of her pursuit of her goal. The British title in September
therefore made her proud that she had repaid their lime
and efforts. “1 am very, very proud of myself as it was

not really what I expected to do,” she said. “I was really
just hoping to do my best but I did even better than that
and came out on top. “It was a very nice outcome.” As
it turns out she was not so far behind in her schoolwork
and despite being “very, very nervous” about her GCSE
exams she got “very good” results.

Oppon says while she is focused on her sport—the

Aussies face ‘double
standards’ blast over
Afghanistan WCup clash

MUMBALI: Australia star Steve Smith said the de-
cision to let the team play Afghanistan in a crunch
World Cup match was “above my pay-grade” as
Cricket Australia faced accusations of “double-stan-
dards”. Earlier this year, CA scrapped a three-match
one-day international series against Afghanistan on
the grounds of Taleban, who regained power in 2021,
had placed fresh limits on education and work op-
portunities for Afghan women and girls, including
female cricketers.

In the run-up to Tuesday’s high-stakes match in
Mumbai, Afghanistan fast bowler Naveen-ul-Haq
Look Lo social media Lo suggesl there was an element
of hypocrisy in CA abandoning the one-day games
but going ahead with a World Cup match where it
had something Lo lose.

“Refusing to play the bilateral series, now it will be
interesting to see cricket Australia stand in the World
Cup #standards #human rights or 2 points,” Naveen
wrole on Instagram. Former Australia captain Smith,
however, told a pre-match press conference at Mum-
bai’'s Wankhede Stadium on Monday: “We obviously
played against Afghanistan in the T20 World Cup at
home recently and we're playing tomorrow (Tues-
day) so it’s not a question for me, it’s far above my
pay grade.” Cricket Australia had earlier responded
to Naveen’s post, with a spokesperson telling News
Corp Australia: “CA made the decision not to pro-
ceed with the three match ODI series against Af-
ghanistan in March following the announcement by
the Taleban of further restrictions on women'’s rights
including education and employment opportunities
and the access to parks and gymnasiums.

“There is a distinction between playing bilateral
series against Afghanistan which falls under CA con-
trol as compared to playing in a World Cup tourna-
ment which is an ICC (International Cricket Council)
event and subject to their regulations.”

Tuesday’s World Cup match has plenty of sig-
nificance for both sides, with emerging nation Af-
ghanistan slill in contention for a semi-final place
after winning four of their seven pool matches so far
during the tournament.

Meanwhile five-time champions Australia still
need lo win one of their final two group games,
againsl Alghanistan and Bangladesh, lo secure a
place in the knockout stage. There have been boy-
colts and walkovers at previous World Cups, with
both Australia and the West Indies forfeiting match-
es in Sri Lanka during the 1996 edition on securi-
ty grounds. England also refused to play a match
against 2003 co-hosts Zimbabwe, citing safety
concerns, with the lost points contributing to their
early exit from that edition. — AFP

worlds are the pinnacle for her discipline as it is not
part of the trampolining category at the Olympics—she
also has an eye on whal is lo come after school. Further
down the line she envisages “learning sign language”
and either being a sports physiotherapist or a sports
psychologist—but before then a year at the circus ap-
peals, but no ordinary one. —AFP

BIRMINGHAM: This handout photograph released by British Gymnastics on November 1, 2023, shows Britain’s
Naana Oppon as she competes in the tumbling event during the British Championships at The Utilita Arena in
Birmingham on September 17, 2023. — AFP
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‘No drama’ says Real Madrid’s
Ancelotti despite Rayo draw

‘We're confident, we will do things well, like we did today’

BARCELONA: Real Madrid coach Carlo Ancelotti
said there was “no drama” despite his team failing to
build on their Clasico triumph, dropping two points
in La Liga’s title race with a 0-0 derby draw against
Rayo Vallecano on Sunday. Los Blancos spurned
several chances as they drove Rayo back throughout
al the Santiago Bernabeu bul could not find the last-
gasp winner they so often manage to produce.

The draw leaves Madrid second, two points be-
hind shock leaders Girona, who came from behind
to beat Osasuna, and two ahead of Barcelona af-
ter the Catalans’ fortunate win over Real Socie-
dad on Saturday. “In the lable we are doing very
well, we're in the fight, we're doing very well in the
Champions League — there is no drama,” Ance-
lotti told reporters.

“We're confident, we will do things well, like we
always do, like we did today.” The Italian said the
result was not fair on his team, who could not find
the goal they craved. “We're hurt by the result, not
the performance, clearly it was a game we deserved
to win,” added Ancelotti.

“We Lried in every way, and il didn’t come off,
we tried until the last second.” Ancelotti lined up
with the energetic Eduardo Camavinga replacing
injured holding midfielder Aurelien Tchouameni, as
well as starling L.uka Modric in place of Toni Kroos.

Real Madrid took the game Lo their neighbours
from the off, with Rayo Vallecano’s Macedonian
goalkeeper Stole Dimitrievski kept extremely busy.
He made a superb save to thwart Fede Valverde
who burst through on goal early on. Madrid had an
early scare when Jude Bellingham, the league’s top
goalscorer with 10 strikes, went down hurt, holding
his left shoulder.

After a couple of minutes the England interna-
tional recovered and was able to stay on. “Belling-

ham has a problem with his shoulder but was able
to continue ... I don’t think it will be anything seri-
ous,” said Ancelotti.

Iran Garcia flashed an effort narrowly over after
good work by Bellingham to play him in and Dim-
itrievski made a fanlastic save lto deny Joselu after
Vinicius Junior cut the ball back to him. The Brazilian
winger was increasingly involved as the game licked
lowards its final stages and struck in the 66th minute,
but the goal was ruled out for offside against Joselu.

Growing frustration

Vinicius was booked for dissent as his and Ma-
drid’s frustration grew in the face of the visitors’
staunch defending. Bellingham, already the author
of several decisive late interventions in matches for
Madrid, could not repeat his heroics from last week-
end when he scored a brace against Barcelona.

Rodrygo Goes came closest for Madrid in stop-
page time with a backheeled effort straight at Dimi-
trievski, which he collected gratefully. Ancelotti said
before the game Brazilian wingers Vinicius and Ro-
drygo would end up outscoring Bellingham and Jo-
selu this season, but his prediction did not begin to
come lrue soon enough.

The denouement to the match was bad tem-
pered, with Antonio Rudiger and Florian Lejeune
booked after squaring off, and the Madrid defend-
er is now suspended for their next La Liga game
against Valencia.

Rayo are now unbealen in eight league games,
with their most recent defeal coming al the start of
September — and are level with Madrid and Barca
on six clean sheets. “It was a really complete game
from the team, we put in a huge effort — we know
what a tough place this is to come,” Rayo striker Raul
de Tomas told DAZN.

¥

~ MADRID: Real Madrid’s Brazilian forward #07 Vinicius Junior (R) heads the ball during the Spanish
league football match between Real Madrid CF and Rayo Vallecano de Madrid at the Santiago Bernabeu

stadium in Madrid. — AFP

Elsewhere Athletic Bilbao rose to fifth with a dra-
malic 3-2 win al lowly Villarreal on Sunday. Broth-
ers Nico and Inaki Williams struck for Ernesto
Valverde’s side in the first half after Inigo Ruiz de
Galarreta opened the scoring, as the visitors cruised.

However, Gerard Moreno pulled one back after 86
minutes and Alexander Sorloth headed home imme-

Juve squeeze past
Fiorentina to keep
pace with Inter

MILAN: Juventus kept pace with Se-
rie A leaders Inter Milan thanks to Sun-
day’s 1-0 win al Fiorenlina in a malch
controversially played despite dead-
ly floods, while Romelu Lukaku fired
Roma to a late 2-1 win over Lecce.

Massimiliano Allegri’s side are lwo
points behind Inter after a hard-fought
win in Florence earned thanks to Fabio
Mirelti's first goal for the club in the
10th minute. “I'm happy because I was
looking for it for a long time and finally
it’s arrived. I hope others are going to
come,” said Miretti to DAZN.

It was a classic Juve perfor-
mance under Allegri, whose team
were content to sit back and soak up
wave after wave of attack from their
profligate hosts and try to strike on
the break. Juve have kept six clean
sheets in as many matches since
shipping four goals at Sassuolo in

late September and without Euro-
pean football they look Inter’s most
credible rivals for this season’s Scu-
detto, with the pair meeting in Turin
after this month’s international break.

“You also have Lo win games on the
back fool, with good defending,” said
Allegri, who insisted his team are not
looking al the litle. “You always have
to look forwards, but that doesn't
mean the Scudetto. Inter, Milan and
Napoli are all better equipped.”

Sunday’s match took place amid
protests from a section of Fiorentina’s
hardcore support and even the mayor
of Florence who had both demanded
the fixture be postponed following the
serious damage wrought across Tus-
cany by Storm Ciaran.

Italian authorities declared a state
ol emergency on Iriday as record rain-
fall led to floods sweeping the region
and seven people dying. Fiorentina’s
ultras did not attend what is tradition-
ally the biggest match of their season
in protest at the decision to allow the
game to take place.

With the worst of the weather gone
they opted instead to help the clean-

up operation, while those who did go
to the Stadio Artemio Franchi took
part in a minute’s silence for the vic-
tims before kick-off. Their team could
not rally from Miretti sweeping in Filip
Kostic’s low cross and drop to eighth,
level on 17 points with Roma who will
be feeling more positive about next
weekend’s Rome derby after their
stunning late comeback.

Roma’s late, late show

Jose Mourinho’s Roma looked
sel for a shock defeal al the Stadio
Olimpico when Pontus Almqgvist net-
ted Lecce’s opener in the 71st min-
ute. But Iran striker Sardar Azmoun
pulled the hosts level in the 91st
minute with a bullet header — his
first goal in Serie A — and Lukaku
brought the house down three min-
ules later with a rifled finish.

Lukaku’s winner was redemption
as he would have bore the brunt of
the blame for a defeat after missing
a sixth-minute penalty and anoth-
er golden opportunity eight minutes
after the break, bul ended the match
in Mourinho’s arms and hailed by the

raucous home crowd.

Roma are seventh, four points away
from the Champions League spots and
one ahead of Lazio who lost at Bo-
logna on Friday. Mourinho was also
cheered by the return of Paulo Dybala,
whose brilliant pass laid on Lukaku’s
ninth Roma goal in all competitions
since he signed on loan from Chelsea
in late August.

Dybala could easily have finished
the game with a brace after a pair of
sumpluous strikes in each half blazed
wide, and he looked in fine fettle af-
ter recovering from a knee ligament
injury. “I've just spoken to him and
while I thought he would say it would
be beller to stay here, not travel (Lo
Slavia Prague in the Europa League)
and prepare for next weekend, he
told me that he wants to come with
us,” added Mourinho.

Cagliari moved out of the relegation
zone with their second straight win, 2-1
against fellow promoted outfit Genoa.
Claudio Ranieri’s side sit a point ahead
of Verona who are just inside the rele-
galtion zone after falling to a 3-1 home
defeat at the hands of Monza. — AFP

Lyon still winless,
Monaco best Brest
as Nice go back top

DECINES-CHARPIEU: A week after coach Fabio
Grosso was injured in an assault by Marseille [ans,
Lyon remain winless but clawed back a 1-1 home
draw with fellow strugglers Melz, as Nice reclaimed
top spot and Monaco beat Brest on Saturday.

Champions League semi-finalists as recently as
2020, Lyon are adrift with four draws and six defeals
in the French top flight this season. Adding injury to
insult, Lyon were ambushed outside the Marseille
stadium last week and their Italian coach Grosso was
hit in the face by a projectile that smashed through
the team bus window.

On Sunday, in Grosso’s fifth match in charge since
taking over from Laurent Blanc, Lyon fell 1-O behind
to Ablie Jallow’s long-range snap-shot that pinged in
off the post on 77 minutes. Grosso cut a stark figure
pitchside with stitches in his eyebrow and a black eye,
but he would soon have something to smile about.

Giant Lyon striker Skelly Alvero saved a point for
the hosts with his own long-range shol on 84 min-
ules, giving the Lyon faithful something o cheer.
Nonetheless, Grosso predicts a tough slog ahead.
“The longer it takes the harder it's going to be,” said
Grosso, who won the 2006 World Cup as a player
with Italy. “The players are too tense to show their
true colours. We have to keep working at it.”

Nice reclaim first

The final fixture of the 11th matchday of the Ligue
1 season ended 2-0 to Nice, allowing the south coast
side to move back up to first place in the table. A Jer-
emie Boga goal right on the stroke of half-time and a
late, unlucky own goal by Steve Mandanda sulficed
to ensure the Aigles restored their one-point lead
at the summit. There was little difference between
the two sides in the first half, with the third-placed
hosts edging affairs on chances. The match seemed
destined to go into the break goalless, until Lorenz
Assignon was unable to clear, and Boga slipped the
ball past Mandanda in the Rennes goal.

Nice looked Lo be cruising in the second half until
a wild lounge from Youssouf Ndayishimiye was up-
graded by VAR to a red card with a quarter of an
hour left. Rennes pressed but soon went down to 10
themselves when a quick counter was abruptly end-
ed by Warmed Omari just outside his own box.

The resulting clipped free-kick from Sofiane Diop
hit the crossbar, rebounded off the diving keeper’s
head and went in for an own goal in the 87th minute.
“I'm very proud of the team as a whole,” said Nice
coach Francesco Farioli. “They played excellently.”

Monaco bounce back

Monaco returned lo winning ways with a 2-0
victory over visiling Brest. A headed goal by Denis
Zakaria and a Aleksandr Golovin strike were enough
for Monaco to rebound from last weekend’s loss at
Lille and move up to second. “It was an even game,
we could have lost Loo, bul il's good Lo win alter last
week's defeat,” said Monaco boss Adi Huetter.

Jeremy Le Douaron put the ball in the net for the

DECINES-CHARPIEU: Lyon’s French forward #10
Alexandre Lacazette (top) fights for the ball with
Metz’s French-lvorian defender #08 Ismael Traore
during the French L1 football match between Olym-
pique Lyonnais (OL) and FC Metz at The Groupama
Stadium in Decines-Charpieu. — AFP

visilors on 11 minutes, but the goal was disallowed by
VAR. Five minutes later, Zakaria nipped in ahead of
Marco Bizol Lo nod home from a corner. The points
were sewn up in the 69th minute when Golovin con-
trolled Youssouf Fofana’s pass and slotted in Mona-
co’s second. — AFP

Last-gasp Lukaku
fires Roma to

win over Lecce

ROME: Romelu Lukaku fired Roma to
a stunning 2-1 win over Lecce on Sun-
day with a stoppage-time strike which
completed an unlikely late comeback
and sent his team into next weekend’s
Rome derby in positive mood.

Jose Mourinho’s Roma looked set
for a shock defeat at the Stadio Olim-
pico when Pontus Almqvist netted Lec-
ce’s opener in the 71st minute. But Iran

striker Sardar Azmoun pulled the hosts
level in the 91st minute with a bullet
header — his first goal in Serie A —
and Lukaku brought the house down
three minutes later with a rifled finish.

“It was a crazy match which could
have gone either way. It went in our fa-
vor,” said Mourinho to DAZN. Lukaku’s
winner was redemption as he would
have bore the brunt of the blame for
a deleal after missing a sixth-minute
penalty and another golden opportuni-
Ly eight minutes after the break.

The Belgium striker, who had a dif-
ficult return to Inter Milan last week-
end, charged lo the stands where he

was hailed for a late winner which
moved Roma above Lazio. Roma are
eighth on 17 points, four points away
from the Champions League spots
and one ahead of Lazio who lost at
Bologna on Friday.

Mourinho was also cheered by
the return of Paulo Dybala, who laid
on Lukaku’s ninth Roma goal in all
compelitions since he signed on loan
from Chelsea in late August. Dybala
could easily have finished the game
with a brace after a pair of sumptuous
strikes in each hall blazed wide, and
he looked in fine fettle after recover-
ing from a knee ligament injury.

“Paulo is obviously important for
us,” said Mourinho. “I've just spoken
to him and while I thought he would
say il would be belter Lo slay here,
not travel (to Slavia Prague in the Eu-
ropa League) and prepare for next
weekend, he told me that he wants to
come with us.”

Lecce are 11th after losing four and
drawing two of their last six league
matches. Roma are level on points with
Fiorentina who host Juventus in Sun-
day’s late match, which home fans de-
manded be postponed following the se-
rious damage wrought across Tuscany
by Storm Ciaran. — AFP

diately after to set up a nail-biting finale. Pacheta’s
Villarreal have won just one of their last seven league
games and sit provisionally 13th, five points above
the relegation zone. “The first half was so weak, we
cannot play like that,” Moreno told Movistar. Athlet-
ic are four points behind Atletico Madrid, who lost
Iriday at Las Palmas. — AFP

CANCUN: Poland’s Iga Swiatek returns the ball to
Belarus’ Aryna Sabalenka during their women’s
singles semifinal tennis match at the WTA Finals
Championship in Cancun, Mexico. — AFP

Swiatek beats

Sabalenka in
WTA Finals semis

CANCUN: Second-ranked Iga Swialek de-
feated world number one Aryna Sabalenka
6-3, 6-2 on Sunday to reach the title match
of the WTA Finals, where she will face fel-
low unbeaten Jessica Pegula. By downing the
reigning Australian Open champion, Swiatek
denied Sabalenka a victory that would have
clinched the year-end lop ranking for the
25-year-old from Belarus.

Instead, reigning French Open champion
Swialek of Poland can claim the year-end world
number one spot for the second consecutive
season by defeating American Pegula in Mon-
day’s championship match.

“I feel like it’s still a long way away because I
feel like tomorrow’s match will be the toughest
one,” Swiatek said. “We can talk about it to-
morrow after the match. I'm just going to con-
linue doing what I've been doing.”

Sabalenka overlook Swialek for the lop
ranking two months ago but would keep it only
if Pegula wins. Pegula beat compatriot Coco
Gaulf 6-2, 6-1 in an hour on Saturday Lo reach
the WTA Finals championship match, stretching
her overall win streak to nine matches.

Swialek owns a 5-3 career edge over Pe-
gula in their rivalry but the American has won
two of their three meetings this year, at the
United Cup and in an August semi-final on
Montreal hardcourts. Swiatek beat Pegula in
this year’s Doha final.

“I can't truly tell you the keys for tomorrow,”
Swiatek said. “I'm going to work on that.” The
final was delayed to Monday due to rain that
played havoc with the week’s schedule at the
outdoor hardcourts in Cancun, Mexico—includ-
ing stopping Swiatek and Sabalenka only three
games inlo their semi-final on Saturday night.

Swiatek was ahead 2-1 on serve when play
resumed Sunday and the Pole went on the grab
the only break of the opening set. Swiatek broke
early in the second sel and broke again for 5-2
with an overhead smash, then held serve to win
on her first match point on a service winner.

Sabalenka had beaten Swiatek in last year’s
WTA Finals semi-finals and they had split two
prior meetings this year, both on clay. — AFP
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Japan baseball fans leap into river
as ‘Curse of the Colonel’ lifted

Country’s most passionately-supported team beat Orix Buffaloes in the final game
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Orix Buffaloes 7-1 in Game 7 of the best-of-seven series, at the Kyocera Dome in Osaka. — AFP

OSAKA: Dozens of baseball fans in Osaka hurled
themselves into a filthy city-centre river and partied
long into the night after the Hanshin Tigers won the
Japan Series for only the second time in their history.

The country’s most passionately-supported
leam beal the Orix Bulfaloes in the final game of
the best-ol-seven series lale on Sunday night Lo
win the title for the first time since 1985. It lifted
the so-called “Curse of the Colonel”, which warned
that the Tigers would never win another Japan
Series after fans threw a plastic statue of Colonel
Sanders snalched [rom a nearby KFC reslaurant

Durant leads Suns to
NBA win, Cavs end
Warriors’ mastery

WASHINGTON: Kevin Durant scored 41 points Lo
lead the Phoenix Suns over Detroit and former Suns
coach Monty Williams on Sunday while Britain’s O.G.
Anunoby sparked Toronto’s stunning NBA rally at
San Antonio. Toronto made a 22-point fightback to
beat the Spurs 123-116 in overtime while the Cleve-
land Cavaliers sparkled as well, snapping a 12-game
regular-season losing streak Lo Golden Slate daling
to Christmas 2016.

Durant added five assists, four rebounds, three
blocked shots and a steal to power the Suns past the
host Pistons 120-106. “He was terrific, scored the ball
every way you can, really wants it,” Suns coach Frank
Vogel said. “Just a really terrific performance. He’s
really good al baskelball and he showed it Lonight.”

The Suns outscored Detroil in every quarter as
Eric Gordon contributed 21 points and eight assists
for Phoenix, which snapped a three-game losing
skid. “We're exciled because we finally gol a win,”
Durant said. Cade Cunningham led Detroit with 26
points in the first regular-season matchup between
the Suns and their former coach Williams.

After Williams was fired as the Suns’ coach follow-
ing a second-round playoff exit last season, Detroit
signed him to a six-year deal worth $78.5 million. The
Suns were without Bradley Beal, sidelined by back
spasms, and Devin Booker, out with a calf strain.

Raptors rally

At Cleveland, Donovan Mitchell scored 31 points
and Darius Garland added 24 to power the Cavaliers
over Golden State 115-104. “The biggest thing [or us
is that we put together a full game,” Mitchell said.
“We fought hard. That’s a tough team. They have a
lot of guys who have won championship rings and
we're lrying Lo gel Lo that level. We've gol Lo conlin-
ue this momentum.”

Evan Mobley added a game-high 16 rebounds for
the Cavs. “He was dominant,” Mitchell said. Stephen
Curry led the Warriors with 28 points, hitting 7-of-
11 shots from 3-point range, while Draymond Green

into the river the last time they won the title.

Tigers fan Yuko Kawase, who allends aboul 80
or 90 games a season as well as the leam’s lraining
camps, told AFP that it felt “like a dream”. “It’s been
38 years since the last lime, and Hanshin fans who 1
have known have passed away since then,” she said.

“A lot happens in a person’s life over the course
of 38 years and I have been reflecting on a lot of
things.” Police had warned fans not to jump into the
Dotonbori River, which authorities had described as
like “swimming in Loilel waler”.

One person died after diving in when the Ti-
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DETROIT: Jalen Duren #0 of the Detroit Pistons loses
control of the ball between Drew Eubanks #14 and
Yuta Watanabe #18 of the Phoenix Suns during the
second half at Little Caesars Arena. — AFP

added 18 points for Golden State, which saw a five-
game win streak ended. At San Antonio, 26-year-old
English forward Anunoby scored 24 points for the
Raptors, hilling a career-best seven 3-pointers to
spark a shocking comeback over star French rookie
Victor Wembanyama’s Spurs.

Scottie Barnes sparkled for Toronto with a game-
high 30 points, 11 rebounds, six assists, three steals
and three blocked shots. Anunoby sank the tying
basket off a rebound with one second remaining to
send the game into overtime at 110-110. His 3-point-
er in the extra session game Toronto a 118-112 edge.
German guard Dennis Schroder added 24 points for
the Raptors. Keldon Johnson led San Antonio with
26 points while Zach Collins added 21 points and 11
rebounds and Wembanyama contributed 20 points,
nine rebounds, five blocked shots and (our assists for
the Spurs.

Memphis finally wins

Desmond Bane scored 30 points and Jaren
Jackson added 27 to spark previously winless
Memphis to victory, the Grizzlies improving to
1-6 with a 112-100 triumph at Portland. At Dallas,
Slovenian guard Luka Doncic had 23 points, 12 re-
bounds and nine assists to spark the Dallas Mav-
ericks over Charlotte 124-118.

Kyrie Irving had 18 points and 10 assists for the
Mavs, 5-1 overall and 3-0 at home, while Grant
Williams scored 18 points and Dereck Lively add-
ed 15 points and 14 rebounds. LaMelo Ball led the
Hornets with a triple double of 30 points, 13 assists
and 10 rebounds. — AFP
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| 0SAKA: Members of the Hanshin Tigers baseball team hoist their manager Akinobu Okada (C) into the air as they celebrate winning the Nippon Series baseball championship for the first tim

gers won the Central League pennant in 2003. But
the warning went unheeded after the Tigers’ lat-
est victory, with cheers erupting every lime a fan
hurled themself into the murky waler, though no
injuries were reported.

One man even arrived for the celebrations
dressed as Colonel Sanders, and was duly lossed
into the river. “I'm so happy,” said fan Hiroshi Oka-
moto. “I want to celebrate the long-awaited mo-
ment of victory with everyone.”

The Tigers are massively popular in baseball-cra-
zy Osaka, bul they have a long history of under-

Eagles hold off Dallas
while Chiefs, Ravens
grab NFL wins

LOS ANGELES: Jalen Hurts threw for two louch-
downs and ran for another to lead Philadelphia’s
dramatic 28-23 NFL victory over Dallas on Sun-
day while Kansas City and Baltimore notched
impressive triumphs. Hurts completed 17-o0f-23
passes for 207 yards and two touchdowns and
ran 10 times for 36 vards and a touchdown while
the Eagles defenders denied Cowboys star Dak
Prescoll in the dying seconds for the viclory.

“How about that defense? They played a hell of
a game,” Hurts said. “Had some adversity but the
way they showed up for us in the end... we found
a way to win. That’s all that matters.” Hurts was
limping after being sacked by Micah Parsons late
in the second quarter, but he answered any wor-
ries about a left knee injury by driving the Eagles
for two scores in the third quarter, his touchdown
throws of 29 yards to DeVonla Smith and four
vards Lo A.J. Brown.

“For this team, for this city, I'll do anything,”
Hurts said. “I'm just happy we were able to get a
win. That’s all that matters in the end.” Prescolt,
who threw for 374 yards and three louchdowns,
threw a seven-yard touchdown pass to Jalen
Tolbert in the fourth quarter but stepped out of
bounds on a two-point conversion run to create
the final margin.

Prescott drove Dallas 11 yards seeking a go-
ahead touchdown in the last seconds but a sack,
incompletion and penalty sel up a last-play
throw to CeeDee Lamb short of the end zone
to give the Eagles a viclory that improved their
NFL-best mark to 8-1.

“We just want Lo continue lo build momentum,
continue to clean things up, continue to press for-
ward — conlinue Lo grow into the leam we know
we can be,” Hurts said. Red-hot Baltimore steam-
rollered visiting Seattle 37-3, improving to 7-2 as
Keaton Milchell ran for 138 yards and Gus Ed-
wards ran for two touchdowns.

In Frankfurt, Germany, Patrick Mahomes threw
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achievement. They last reached the Japan Series in
2014, where they lost the best-of-seven conlesl 4-1
againsl the Fukuoka Softbank Hawks. Their woelul
record slands in slark contrast Lo their Tokyo-based
arch-rivals the Yomiuri Giants, who have won the Ja-
pan Series 22 times and are considered their coun-
try’s equivalent of the New York Yankees.

But the Tigers bucked the trend this year, beating
the defending champion Buffaloes in seven games to
claim the title. “Each one of them has a role to play, and
they all do it well,” said Tigers fan Yoko Sakai. “They
play a very connected style of baseball.” — AFP

for two touchdowns as the Kansas Cily Chiefls
beat the Miami Dolphins 21-14. The Chiefs raced
ahead 21-0 before holding off a late Miami fight-
back. Patrick Mahomes found Rashee Rice for an
11-yard touchdown pass and hit Jerick McKinnon
for a touchdown to cap a 13-play, 95-yard drive
for a 14-0 lead.

The Chiefls forced a fumble from former Chiefls
receiver Tyreek Hill of Miami and recovered the
ball, with Chiels safety Mike Edwards lossing a
lateral to Bryan Cook, who sprinted 59 yards for a
touchdown and a 21-0 lead.

Touchdowns from Cedrick Wilson Jr. and Ra-
heem Mostert in the third quarter lifted the Dol-
phins within the final margin but Miami turned the
ball over on downs when quarterback Tua Tagov-
ailoa fumbled a wayward snap.

“I'm always going lo blame mysell — I've gol
lo calch the ball,” Tagovailoa said. “Can’l end
the game like that when you have an opportunity
againsl a really good team.” Mahomes, who went
20-for-30 for 185 yards, saluted the Chiels’ de-
fense. “When we've got a defense like that, I can
trust we'll find a way Lo win [ootball games,” Ma-
homes said. The AFC West division-leading Chiefs
improved to 7-2 while Miami slid to 6-3.

Bengals beat Bills

Cincinnali’s Joe Burrow threw for 348 yards and
two touchdowns and Joe Mixon ran for another
Llouchdown as the hosl Bengals beal Buffalo 24-18.
“We played great in the first half,” Burrow said.
“Had our moments in the second half. Defense
stepped up in big spots. Big team win.”

Josh Allen’s 17-yard touchdown pass to Stefon
Diggs and a two-point conversion pass to Diggs
with 3:32 remaining lifted the Bills within the final
margin. Mixon, however, ran for a first down in the
final minutes Lo secure the viclory.

Buffalo’s Damar Hamlin, who suffered a cardiac
arrest when hit during a game at Cincinnati in Jan-
uary, was nol aclivated for the Bills for the team’s
first game back in the venue. Houslon rookie C.J.
Stroud threw for 470 vards and five touchdowns,
including the lale game winner as the host Texans
beat Tampa Bay 39-37. Minnesola took a dramatic
31-28 road triumph over the Falcons behind stand-
in Joshua Dobbs, replacing injured quarterback
Kirk Cousins. — AFP
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