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e Draft law seeks to restrict expats in govt jobs
e Move to boost Kuwaitization, cut security risks

Rumaihi media personality of the year

DUBAI: Pan-Arab
talks bringing to-
gether media bod-
ies from across the
region have named
Kuwait's Dr Mo-
hammad  Al-Ru-
maihi as the per-
sonality of the year
in recognition of
his contributions in
the field. Rumaihi, a
professor of political sociology at Kuwait Uni-
versily, dedicated the achievement to his com-
patriots who have made notable contributions
in the field of media and journalism, saying the
accolade was a “tremendous honor”. — KUNA

Dr Mohammad Al-Rumaihi

|
Kuwait stands with Bahrain

KUWAIT: Kuwail’s Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs strongly denounced the “heinous attack”
on a Bahraini force garrisoning on the south-
ern borders of Saudi Arabia which left two
martyred and several injured. Kuwait stands
in full solidarity with Bahrain in the after-
math of the despicable aggression by Houthi
militants, the ministry said in a statement on
Monday. — KUNA (See Page 2)

I
Kuwait, UK FMs discuss Iraqi ruling

KUWAIT: Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh
Salem Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah held on Tuesday a
phone conversation with UK Foreign Secretary
James Cleverly, during which they discussed
deep historical ties, as well as an Iraqi court
ruling declaring the Khor Abdullah walerway
agreement as unconslitutional. A ministry state-
ment said the Iraqi decision was ahistorical and
lacking context. The two officials also touched
on Iraq’s cancellation of the security swap pro-
tocol in Khor Abdullah, which was signed with
Kuwait in 2008. — KUNA

Pan-GCC single visa mulled

ABU DHABI: The Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil (GCC) is considering a single visa system
that will see its residents travel freely between
member slates, a UAE minister said. Bloomberg
quoted Abdulla Bin Touq Al-Marri, UAE Minis-
Ler of Economy, as saying the regime could be
introduced “very soon”.

I
Contaminated drug causes vision loss

LAHORE: Dozens of diabetes patients in Pakistan
suffered vision loss after being given a contaminat-
ed drug, a provincial health official said Tuesday.
Two men behind the supply of the drug, Avastin,
have been arrested and 12 government inspectors
suspended after an investigation found the medicine
was packaged in an unhygienic environment. — AFP

9" 780202 " 223841

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Ahmad Al-
Saadoun on Monday submitted a draft law calling to
stop the appointment of expats in government jobs
unless there are no Kuwaitis to occupy the post. The
draft law also stipulates that total salaries and remu-
neration for expats in public jobs should not exceed
that of their Kuwaili colleagues.

The bill calls for a total ban on the appointment of
non-Kuwaili employees through recruitment agen-
cies. Under the draft law, a public job is defined as
those in government ministries, bodies, departments
and alike. Article 2 of the draft law states that “public
jobs are restricted only to Kuwaiti nationals” unless

MoH employs Al for
diagnosis, treatment

KUWAIT: The ministry of health has begun em-
ploying artificial intelligence techniques in various
realms, namely for diagnosis and trealment, and has
started training cadres on the emerging technology.
The ministry is also using Al techniques at hospitals
for various lasks including clinical care, research,
production of medicines and overhauling adminis-
lralive operalions.

Saudi envoys meet
Abbas as Zionist
minister visits Riyadh

RAMALLAH: Saudi Arabia on Tuesday sent its first
delegation in three decades to the occupied West
Bank to reassure Palestinians that it will defend their
cause even as it forges closer ties with the Zionist
enlily. In a sign of the thaw, Zionist Tourism Minister
Haim Katz visited Riyadh on the same day, for the first
such high-level public mission to the oil-rich kingdom.

Washington has urged its Middle East allies —
the Zionist entity and Saudi Arabia — Lo normalize
diplomatic relations, following on from similar deals
involving the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and
Morocco. The Palestinians have labelled those Unit-
ed States-brokered agreements a betrayal of their
plight and quest for statehood — but Nayef Al-Su-
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e Salaries of expats should be less than Kuwaitis
¢ Contract of only 1 year without any allowances

no Kuwaiti is available for the job. But the draft law
stipulates to allow the appointment of non-Kuwaitis
in government jobs with some limited exceptions.

The government authority requiring employ-
ees must advertise the jobs on their websites, the
Civil Service Commission website and in two local
widely-circulated Arabic language newspapers. If
no Kuwaitis with the required qualifications and
experience apply for the jobs, then the concerned
authority can employ expats.

The draft law stipulates that the monthly salary
and renumerations granted given to expats must not
be more than those offered to Kuwaitis occupying
the same job. Employment contracts with expal em-
ployees should be limited to one year that can be re-

Al has proven useful in diverse medical fields,
particularly radioactive diagnosis, surgeries and
scientific research, affirmed Dr Suleiman Al-Mazi-
di, chief surgeon at Jaber Hospital in an interview
with KUNA. He confirmed Al reduces medical er-
rors, facilitates operations and shortens surgeries’
duration, adding the latest technology has been
used at Jaber Hospital for surgeries, endoscopic
operations and indocyanine green enhanced flu-
orescence (ICG) apparatuses, in addition to the
deployment of aid robols.

Jaber Hospital had witnessed a surgery with the
Olympus device for the first time in the Gulf, Dr

dairi, who headed the Saudi delegation, sought to
reassure them that Rivadh stands by their side.

“The Palestinian matter is a fundamental pillar,”
Sudairi, the new non-resident ambassador to the
Palestinians, said after meeting top Palestinian dip-
lomal Riyad Al-Maliki in Ramallah for talks and Lo
present his credentials. “And it’s certain that the Arab
initiative, which was presented by the kingdom in
2002, is a cornerstone of any upcoming deal.”

The 2002 initiative proposed Arab relations
with the Zionist enlily in exchange for its with-
drawal from the West Bank, east Jerusalem, Gaza
and the Golan Heights, and a just resolution for the
Palestinians. Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas,
87, last week again stressed strong reservalions Lo
Arab countries building ties with the Zionist enti-
ty. “Those who think that peace can prevail in the
Middle East without the Palestinian people enjoy-
ing their full, legilimale nalional rights would be
mistaken,” Abbas told the United Nations General
Assembly in New York.

Continued on Page 6

RNA recovered
from extinct
animal in first

STOCKHOLM: Scientists have for
the first time recovered RNA from
an extinct species, the Tasmanian ti-
ger, raising hope for the resurrection
of animals once thought lost forever,
Stockholm University researchers told
AFP. “RNA has never been extracted
and sequenced from an extinct species
before,” said Love Dalen, a Stockholm
University professor of evolutionary
genomics who co-led the project. “The
ability to recover RNA from extinct
species constitutes a small step (to-
ward) maybe being able Lo resurrect
extinct species in the future,” he said.
Dalen and his team were able to
sequence RNA molecules from a
130-year-old Tasmanian tiger speci-

newed for a similar period, but after again advertis-
ing the job. Expat employees should not be given any
type of allowances throughout the contract period.

The draft law totally bans the appointment of ex-
pats in government jobs through recruitment agen-
cies. The bill also stipulates that when it becomes a
law, it will apply to existing expat employees when
their contracts run out. In the explanatory note,
Saadoun says that despite the submission of sev-
eral draft laws by MPs calling to speed up the ap-
pointment of Kuwaitis in government jobs, the ap-
pointment of expats in public jobs and sometimes in
sensitive jobs that control key issues at the cost of
Kuwaitis puts national security at risk and increases
the number of unemployed nationals.

Mazidi said, indicating that surgeons in these proce-
dures are aided with 3D devices that screen patients’
internal organs. Moreover, the hospital had also con-
ducted the first endoscopic operation with Al tech-
nology for pinpointing tumors in the colon and the
stomach — for the first time in Kuwait. He explained
that the technology reveals tumors that cannot be
detected with the naked eye.

Dr Mazidi announced that a division for training
staff on Al at the hospital would be opened in Oc-
tober. The hospital, he added, already has a special
ward called “the virtual division”, where doctors are
trained on state-of the-art techniques. — KUNA

RAMALLAH: Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas re-
ceives the credentials of Saudi Ambassador to Palestine
Nayef bin Bandar Al-Sudairi on Sept 26, 2023. — AFP

men preserved at room temperature in - N Rl S LS "Fi Tl i .
Sweden’s Museum of Natural History.

With this they were able to reconstruct -

skin and skeletal muscle RNA. RNA is

a molecule that is used to convey in- =

formation from the genome to the rest
of the cell about what it should do. “If
youre going to resurrect an extinct
animal, then you need to know where
the genes are and what they do, and in
what tissues they are regulated,” Dalen
said, explaining the need for knowl-
edge about both DNA and RNA.

The last known living Tasmanian
tiger or thylacine, a carnivorous mar-
supial, died in captivity in 1936 at the
Beaumaris Zoo in Tasmania. After Eu-
ropean colonization of Australia, the
animal was declared a pest and in 1888
a bounty was offered for each full-
grown animal killed. Scientists have fo-
cused their de-extinclion efforts on the
Tasmanian liger as ils natural habilal in
Tasmania is largely preserved.

Daniela Kalthoff, in charge of the
mammal collection at the Museum of

- -

STOCKHOLM: Daniela Kalthoff, in charge of the mammal collection at the Museum of

Natural History, examines a dry specimen of a Tasmanian tiger on Sept 26, 2023. — AFP

Natural History, said the idea of pos-
sibly resurrecting the Tasmanian tiger
was an “exciling idea”. “This is a fan-
tastic animal and 1 would love to see
it live again,” she said, demonstraling

the black-and-brown striped skin the
researchers used in their study. Their
findings also have implications for
studying pandemic RNA viruses.
Continued on Page 6



HKuwait -

> Cimes

ished 1961

Local

Wednesday, September 27, 2023

Kuwait to receive Eurofighter
aircralt, part of bilateral deal

Italian ambassador inaugurates new visa office

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: Ambassador of Italy to Kuwait Carlo
Baldocci has announced that Kuwait is set to receive
three to four Eurofighter aircrafts in the second half
of October, part of a bilateral agreement between the
two countries. Furthermore, it has been revealed that
Maria Tripodi, Italian Undersecrelary of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, is planning a short visit to Kuwait
in the coming week. During this visit, both nations
aim to explore opportunities for collaboration across
various fields. This visit underscores the commitment
of Kuwail and Italy to strengthen their lies and co-
operate on shared interests and partnerships.

Ambassador Baldocci made these stalements
during the inauguration of the new visa office at Oula
Tower, which aims to streamline the visa application
process for Kuwaiti nationals applying for Schengen
visas. He expressed expeclations that the number of
visas issued would double this year following the im-
plementation of the ‘cascade’ visa system. This led to
the selection of a larger office space to accommo-
date the growing number of individuals interested in
traveling to Italy.

The Italian ambassador noted that more than
80,000 Kuwaili citizens have visited Italy since the
beginning of the year, with 25,000 oblaining visas
through the embassy’s consular seclion, while the
rest held prior visas. He highlighted Italy has issued
over 25,000 visas in Kuwait, a notable increase com-
pared to the 19,500 issued between 2021 and 2022.
The processing time for Italian visas for Kuwaiti cit-
izens does not exceed 48 hours.

During peak periods, the embassy’s consul-
ar section issues approximately 300 visas daily.
Baldocci advised prospective travelers to Italy to
apply for their visas well in advance of their travel

dates to avoid delays, especially if Italy is their
primary destination or the location of their longest
stay. Moreover, Baldocci mentioned a significant
increase in the number of student visas granted
to Kuwaiti students wishing to study in Italy, with
more than 250 Kuwaiti students currently pursu-
ing their education in Italy. He also highlighted the
availability of four weekly direct flights to both

Azerbaijan Ambassador
Emil Karimov

progress, and prosperity.

Congratulatory messages pour in

' am pleased to extend my congratulations on the 62nd
d=m' Ianniversary of the establishment of your esteemed
W s newspaper. | gladly remember my visit to your paper
on May 18th, 2023. I am confident that the cooperation
between our embassy and your paper will continue on a
wider scale in the future. On this auspicious occasion, |
repeat my wishes for continued success. I take this oppor-
tunity to express to you and your family my best wishes
for good health and success.

wail Times, I, and on behalf of all my colleagues in the embassy,

wish Lo convey our hearlfelt greelings and warm felicilations
to all the distinguished team members of the Kuwait Times Newspa-
per. Since its inception, Kuwait Times has regarded itself as a window
into Kuwait and steadily strived to keep the world informed about
the country. Fulfilling its mission to deliver accurate news to
readers at home and abroad, Kuwait Times has established
itself as one of the leading newspapers in Kuwait. For the
past 62 years, Kuwait Times has been a beacon of truth,
providing a reliable source of information that has shaped
readers understanding of the world. Your dedication Lo
the highest standards of journalism has earned you the
trust and respect of countless readers. I wish the entire
Kuwail Times team good health, wellbeing, continued FERELI AT ENLEL S]]

On the auspicious occasion of the 62nd anniversary of the Ku-

Major General MD Ashikuzzaman

Millennials’ spending
habits on online games
and the challenges

By Majd Othman

KUWAIT: Spending money on online games and
participating in social media challenges has surged
with the advent of technological advancements
worldwide, especially in the realm of online gaming.
Countries like Saudi Arabia invested over $3 billion
in this seclor just last year. Concurrently, social me-
dia has capitalized on this global interest in gaming
by incorporating live interactions between users and
introducing lools thal enable users lo exchange gifls
(money), resulting in a significant influx of funds.

While these developments have turned the in-
dustry into a multibillion-dollar behemoth, especial-
ly due to Generation Alpha (born after 2010), there
remain some members of the millennial generation
(born between 1981-1996) who are nol entirely con-
vinced about spending money on social media chal-
lenges and online games. Kuwait Times interviewed
millennials to gauge their interest in these expendi-
tures, with older respondents highlighting the chal-
lenges they face, given that they grew up during a
time when video games were more affordable and
prices were cheaper.

They also noted that their willingness to embrace
this spending behavior often depended on the atti-
tudes of the younger generation, particularly Gen-
eration Alpha and Generation Z (born between 1996
and 2010), which includes their children and siblings.
The prevalence of spending habits among these
younger generations has influenced their decision to
adapt to the changing landscape.

Rawan Essa, 34, admitted that she had never con-
sidered spending money on online games, but sever-
al factors led her to reconsider, especially since she
enjoys online games without being addicted to them.
“I believe thal online game creators have understood
this issue and have worked on enhancing their tech-
niques to tempt us (the older generation) into chang-

ing our minds, ultimately making us want to spend
money,” she said. “Once you slart, you never stop,
especially when most games offer items at affordable
prices, often not exceeding KD 1 to 2, and sometimes
even less. It becomes an unstoppable spending be-
havior,” she added.

Omar Khaled, 37, inilially resisted allowing his
children to spend money on online games. Howev-
er, he noticed that his kids felt left out among their
peers, and the social aspect played a pivotal role
in changing his perspective. “After a while, I tried
playing online games myself, and over time, I found
myself spending money on them. I also know people
who engage in social media challenges, but their mo-
live is Lo earn money. Nonetheless, I consider this an
unethical way to make a living,” he said.

Resistance to the Idea
On the other hand, the online gaming indus-
try still faces challenges in gaining the approval
and trust of millennials to adopt this new spend-
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KUWAIT: Ambassador of Italy to Kuwait Carlo Baldocci inaugurates new visa office at Oula Tower.

Rome and Milan and anticipated that this number
would increase Lo daily direct {lights by the sum-
mer of 2024.

The new visa office includes an exhibilion area
showcasing Italian culture, history, language and
traditions, and ils wailing rooms f[ealure Italian
designer furniture. This, coupled with the recent
modification of the “cascade” visa mechanism for

ACA partners with
Harvard University

KUWAIT: American Crealivily Academy’s
(ACA) Professional Learning Hub in Kuwait
has unveiled an exciting partnership with the
prestigious Harvard Graduate School of Edu-
cation in the United States, bringing Harvard’s
expertise to Kuwait’s educational landscape.
This partnership marks a significant milestone
in ACA’s mission toward educational excellence
in Kuwait, by providing professional learning
opportunities to ACA’s staff and all educators
around Kuwait.

“The collaboration with Harvard Graduate
School of Education is a game-changer for ed-
ucation in Kuwait,” said Sevag Kendirjian, the
education director for SAMA Education, the
holding company of American Creativity Acad-
emy Schools. When ACA Professional Learning
Hub was founded in 2022, its vision was clear:
Llo develop educators. “We understand the im-
portance of investing in our educators, and
recognize that this pursuit extends beyond our
school,” said Dr Claire Shea, the Head of School
at ACA’s Hawally Schools.

School Leaders in the Middle East can ac-
cess a world-class leadership course right in
their own backyard, delivered by Harvard’s
renowned faculty. The three-day leadership
course offered by Harvard from 30 November
to 2 December, is tailor-made for senior school

4

ing behavior, which could open up new revenue
streams for them.

Ansam Ali, 34 years old, expressed her reluctance
to engage in this spending behavior, as she believes
that simply using online platforms for gaming already
benefits these companies, not to mention the deluge
of advertisements from major corporations that cap-
italize on users’ interests. “IU's another way for these
companies lo lake advanlage of people’s hobbies,
essentially a form of exploitation,” she argued.

Hussain Abdullah, 29, echoed Ansam’s sentiments,
describing these companies as engaging in deceptive
praclices and viewing such expenditures as wasteful.
Regarding social media challenges, he stressed that
participation is a personal decision but noted that
the younger generation is the most aclive on social
media due to differing personal convictions. Addi-
tionally, he pointed out that participation depends
on individuals’ financial situations, geographical lo-
cations and their desire [or quick profits, although
he considers it an unethical means of earning money.
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Kuwait, will simplify the process for Kuwaili citi-
zens seeking long-term visas to Italy and Europe,
provided that Italy is their primary destination for
their initial journey. Italy is known for its warm
hospitality, welcoming atmosphere, safety, diverse
landscapes, millennia-old cities and unparalleled
culinary tradition, making it a place where anyone
can feel at home.

Harvard

Graduate School
of Education

COMING TO KUWAIT

Harvard University partners with
American Creativity Academy

leadership roles in the Middle East: with cut-
ting-edge strategies, innovative approaches,
and leadership skills that will redefine the edu-
cational landscape in the region.

“We are looking forward to bringing our
rich content and high-quality instruction to
Kuwait this November,” stated Shaylan Car-
ey, the associate director for the Middle East
Learning Initiative from Harvard Graduate
School of Educalion.

Kuwait stands with
Bahrain, denounces
Houthi attack

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs strong-
ly denounced the “heinous attack” on a Bahraini force
garrisoning on the southern borders of the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia, which left two martyrs and several in-
juries. Kuwait stands in full solidarity with the sisterly
Kingdom of Bahrain in the aftermath of the despicable
aggression by Houthi militants, the ministry said. The
Ministry expressed sincere condolences for the leader-
ship and people of Bahrain and the families of the two
martyrs, praying for Allah the Almighty to lodge the
martyrs in paradise and grant their families solace and
the wounded a quick recovery.

GCC condoles Bahrain

Meanwhile, Secretary-General Jasem Al-Budai-
wi of the Gulf Cooperation Council expressed sincere
condolences for King Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa and
Bahrainis for the martyrdom of an army officer and a
non-commissioned officer in an attack on the Saudi-led
coalition forces. He prayed for Allah the Almighty to
lodge the two martyrs in paradise and grant their fam-
ilies patience and solace, wishing the wounded a quick
recovery. The Coalition to Restore Legilimacy in Ye-
men announced the martyrdom of two servicemen in a
Houthi attack that injured a number of other servicemen
in a border arca between the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
and Yemen on Monday morning.

Treacherous attack

Also, the Arab League condemned on Tuesday the
treacherous acts of the Houthi militias in Yemen, say-
ing that they threatened peace in the war-torn country
and a ceasefire with the legitimale Yemeni government.
A statement by Arab League Secretary General Ahmad
Abul-Gheit said that the Houthis were becoming more
resistant to all notions of peace, choosing violence and
destruction as a means to communicate. Abul-Gheit
took the chance to express his condolences to the Bah-
raini servicemen who lost their lives during a Houthi at-
tack south of Saudi Arabia, wishing for a speedy recov-
ery for those wounded in the attack. — KUNA
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LEGO Shows returns to Kuwait,
unleashing fun, entertainment

Special offers will be available for school trips, educational institutions

Ine viumate
LEGO® Experience

Al-Sayer: We are dedicated to keeping pace with the evolu-
tion of the entertainment sector in Kuwait.

Murad: We support and assist initiatives that provide an envi-
ronment conducive to the future generations.

Wednesday, September 27, 2023
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Majzoub: This year’s festival is even more extensive with a
greater number of activities.

Al-Dihani: We will provide specialized workshops using the

educational spike prime Kkits.

KUWAIT: After much anticipation, the ecager-
ly awailed “LEGO Shows” is making ils relurn Lo
Kuwait for the second time, following its initial ap-
pearance in 2019. This event promises to bring the
unique world of LEGO adventures to the Kuwait In-
ternational Fairground (Hall 8) from Oct 1 to 7, 2023,
running from 10:00 am to 10:00 pm. LEGO Shows is
the official LEGO event in the Middle East, and this
marks the second lime Kuwail has hosted this grand
event, thanks to collaboration with Local Flavor and
the support and sponsorship of several leading or-
ganizations, all under one roof.

KChaled Salah Al-Sayer, Managing Partner al Lo-
cal Flavor, expressed the company’s commitment to
organizing such events. He noted that they are dedi-
cated to keeping pace with the evolution of the enter-
tainment sector in Kuwait, providing fun and thrilling
experiences suitable for all tastes and age groups.

Ziad Majzoub, Vice President Sales and Market-
ing at Al-Rai Media Group, expressed his delight in
sponsoring LEGO Shows in Kuwait as the exclusive
media sponsor for the second consecutive time, fol-
lowing their sponsorship of the first event in 2019. He
highlighted that this year’s festival is even more ex-
Llensive with a grealer number of aclivities. He added
that Al-Rai Media Group’s sponsorship is driven by
its commitment lo parlicipaling in events thal en-

The audience

Kuwait eyes
renewable energy

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: The delegation of the European
Union to Kuwait hosted a high-level event on
Tuesday litled “Supporling a Just Transition in
Kuwail: Decent Jobs for a Sustainable Future”.
The event was organized in collaboration with
the General Secretariat of the Supreme Council
for Planning and Development (SCPD) and the
International Labor Organization (ILO). Its pri-
mary focus was on highlighting the significance
of a just transition in addressing the impacts of
climale change in a manner that prioritizes hu-
man rights and social concerns. This event took
place in anticipation of the 28th Climate Change
Conference in the United Arab Emirates.

During his opening remarks, Secretary-Gen-
eral of SCPD Khaled Mahdi emphasized that the
event aimed to discuss the importance of a just
transition and its implications on the economy
and society in light of climate change. He under-
scored the need to raise public awareness about
these issues and reaffirmed Kuwait’s commitment
Lo achieving a just transition that considers human
rights, social protection and the future require-
ments of the labor market.

Mahdi also highlighted Kuwail’s efforts o
embrace renewable energy projects, including
the development of environmental fuels, Al-Zour
refinery, Al-Shagaya renewable energy com-
plex, and other initiatives. Mahdi explained that
Kuwait’s strategies include diversifying energy

gage various segments of Kuwaiti society, particu-
larly children, Lo nurture their creative skills.

Bilal Murad, Executive Director of Markeling at
M2R, said: “We are pleased to sponsor the LEGO
Shows as part of our strategy to promote innovation.
Through this sponsorship, we aim to contribute to
the development of creative abilities among young
age groups, especially children. We support and as-
sist initiatives that provide an environment condu-
cive Lo the future generalions, adhering Lo the high-

sponsors is driven by their awareness of the impor-
tance of actively contributing to the development
of children’s skills, which significantly impacts their
[uture success. Additionally, this event highlights the
importance of engaging with children and providing
everything that can enhance their abilities and skills.

Nada Abdullah Al-Dihani, Director General of
Sabah Al-Ahmad Center for Giftedness and Creativ-
ity, one of the Kuwait Foundation for the Advance-
ment of Sciences centers, said: “We are delighted to

Alnaqeeb: This event highlights the importance of engaging
with children and providing everything that can enhance their

abilities and skills.

est global standards, and offering assistance to any
enlily with creative ideas thal serve the community.”

Jana Khaldoun Alnaqeeb, Public Relations and
Corporate Social Responsibility Manager at Ku-
wait News and Kuwait Times, emphasized that the
interactive entertainment shows featured at LEGO
Shows represent a significant added value for chil-
dren and their families. She pointed out the partici-
pation of Kuwait Times and Kuwait News as media
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sources by adopting renewable energy solutions,
transitioning from fossil fuels to liquefied gas, en-
hancing oil refineries to produce cleaner fuels and
eslablishing a national carbon reduction strate-
gy extending until 2050. He stressed that a just
transition was a global approach to addressing
climate change and emphasized Kuwait's commit-
ment to miligaling the dangers of climate change
through collaborative efforts.

Head of the European Union Delegation Anne
Koistinen said the event not only highlighted the
urgent need lo address climate change challenges
and secure a sustainable future for younger gen-
erations, but also emphasized the importance of
cooperative efforts in achieving these goals. She
stated that the European Union was ready to col-
laborate with Kuwait, ILLO and like-minded part-
ners in advancing a just transition. “Our collective
efforts are a significant step lowards crealing a
more sustainable future based on principles of hu-
man rights and dignity,” she said.

Peter Rademaker, Deputy Regional Director
and Director of the Decent Work Team at the
ILO Regional Office for Arab States, empha-
sized the collaborative nature of the event and
the joint commitment of all participating parties.
He noted that achieving a just transition that cre-
ates decent job opportunities and leaves no one
behind requires sound public policies, effective
social dialogue among all affected groups and
respect for fundamental labor principles and
rights. Rademaker concluded by emphasizing
the event’s role in developing innovative ways
to protect the environment, eradicale poverly
and promole social justice, both regionally and
globally, ahead of the next COP28 summit in the
United Arab Emirates.

partner in such an event, where the center is keen
on developing and enhancing the skills of children
and youth in the technological field by holding work-
shops to develop their abilities in the field of robot-
ics and programming. We will provide specialized
workshops using the educational spike prime kits,
which will be trained for the first time through LEGO
Shows, targeting children aged 7 to 14.”

Al-Sayer concluded by slaling: “We were keen on

Groups address,
tackle challenges
facing Kuwait

By Ghadeer Ghloum

KUWAIT: The Festival of Civil and Student Forces
Public Speaking addressed the pressing challenges
facing Kuwail today, with the most significanlt con-
cern being the deterioration of the education system.
The event witnessed the aclive participation of vari-
ous public benefit associations, including but not lim-
ited to the Cultural and Social Women'’s Association,
Kuwaiti Socialists Association, Kuwaiti Graduates
Association, Kuwaili Association for Defending Pub-
lic Funds, Kuwaili Information Securily Associalion,
Kuwaili Transparency Association, Kuwaili Lawyers
Association, Kuwaiti Economic Association, Sultan
Educational Association, Kuwaiti Association for Ed-
ucalion Qualily, National Association for Child Pro-
Lection, Kuwaili Association for Learning Differenc-
es, Kuwaili Association for Disability Issues, Kuwaiti
Association for Supporting Inventors, Kuwaiti Blind
Society, Hospital Child Care Association, Kuwaiti
Wrilers’ Associalion, National Association for Family
Securily (Rowasi), Kuwaili Association for Media and
Communication, Soroptimist International Kuwait for
Community Development, Developmental Entrepre-
neurship Association and the Kuwaiti Association for
Educational System Development.

Additionally, there were collaboralive enlilies
present at the event, including the Private Schools
Union, Democratic Center List and Kuwaiti Demo-
cratic Youth Union. Their collective presence under-
scores Lhe strength and awareness ol civil sociely,
individuals and students who share concerns about

bringing back the LEGO Shows experience after a
four-year hiatus due to the unexpected challenges
posed by the COVID-19 pandemic in recent vears.
We aim to cater to LEGO enthusiasts in Kuwait with
a larger space and more aclivilies this year. The
event promises to be a fun-filled experience for both
children and families, all under one roof, thanks to
the collaboration of several leading institutions that
played a significant role in supporting this event. The
sponsoring entities are expected Lo participate in an
innovative LEGO-slyle manner.”

The exhibition tickel grants access for one day
per person and allows them to enjoy all the unique
aclivities in the 26 designated areas throughout the
day. Special offers will be available for school trips,
educational institutions, and groups of 20 people or
more. Regarding the live shows accompanying the
events, three shows will run from Sunday lo Satur-
day, and will include meetings and greetings with
LEGO characters, in addition to exciting LEGO
movies loved by all.

As for the live shows accompanying the events,
which will be across 3 shows [rom Sunday lo Satur-
day, as well as meet and greets with Lego characters,
and in addition to the fun activities and Lego char-
aclers, the event will include the Lego movies known
and loved by everyone.

decisions driven by political motivations, empha-
sizing the crucial need Lo shield education from any
form of political interference.

During the session, Abdullah Al-Radwan, Presi-
dent of the Kuwaiti Sociely Communily Council, un-
derscored the significance ol education in Kuwail’s
history. He acknowledged that Kuwait’s education
system was once exemplary, benefiting from sub-
stantial funding that contributed to its excellence.
However, he lamented that the introduction of ex-
tremist ideologies into education, along with chang-
es in curricula and the recruitment of unqualified
Leachers, led Lo the decline of the education system.

He expressed his beliel that recent decisions af-
fecting education were inadequately studied and
urged the values commiltee o pay atlention to the
declining educational standards, curriculum changes,
the diminishing value of certificates and the preser-
vation of national identity. Moreover, he questioned
the timing of these decisions, which coincided with
chaos in students’ schedules and arrangements.

Radwan crilicized gender segregalion measures,
highlighting the inconsistency in their application
and the financial burden they impose on the state.
He questioned the benefit of segregating genders in
certain contexts while allowing interaction in oth-
ers. Ghada Al-Khalaf, representing the Education
Campaign, began by emphasizing that a nation’s
foundation lies in its people, starting with a robust
education system and healthcare. Thus, education is
deemed fundamental for national development and
should remain free from unwarranted political or
parliamentary interference.

Khalaf stressed the importance of preserving the
quality and flexibility of education, emphasizing the
need to combat partisanship and discrimination in
educational policies. She aspired for the state to for-
mulate clear and inclusive stralegies for educalion
that benefit all segments of sociely. To achieve this,
she urged against political interventions in education
and called for stability in educational policies.

KUWAIT: The Festival of Civil and Student Forces Public Speaking organized a program to address the
pressing challenges facing Kuwait. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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KHS to celebrate
World Heart Day

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Coinciding with World Heart
Day, Kuwait Heart Society (KHS) will cele-
brate this important event on Sept 29, ex-
tending the festivities for one week at Souq
Al-Kuwait Market in collaboration with the
Sabah Al-Ahmad Heart Center. The celebra-
tions are scheduled to commence on Sept 28
and conclude on Oct 4.

Secretary-General of KHS Dr Rashid
Al-Owayesh said during this period, the
sociely will offer a range of medical Lests,
including assessments of blood glucose
levels, cholesterol, blood pressure, weight
and height to determine the body mass in-
dex. He emphasized that the activities are
geared towards raising awareness about
heart and blood vessel diseases, highlight-
ing that prioritizing heart health enables
individuals to mitigate numerous risks as-
sociated with heart-related conditions.

Dr Owayesh also underscored the signif-
icance ol mainlaining heart health, recom-
mending regular physical activity, abstaining
from smoking and adopling a healthy diet as
essential steps in this regard. He further not-
ed that this year’s World Heart Day theme is
“Use Heart, Know Heart”, a choice made by
the World Heart Federation.

Dr Owayesh expressed the society’s
pride in its social role in raising awareness
about heart diseases and their associat-
ed dangers, emphasizing the importance of
steering clear of these risks. He pointed out
that over the past 40 years, the society has
achieved significant milestones in spreading
awareness of the risk factors contributing to
heart diseases. Dr Owayesh concluded by
affirming that the society carries out these
initiatives as part of its social responsibility
and encouraged both citizens and residents
Lo lake advanlage of the services.
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Red Crescent delivers
generators to Ukraine
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KUWAIT: Kuwait Red Crescent Society delivers generators to the Ukrainian Red Cross to alleviate the energy crisis there. — KUNA photos

KUWAIT: The chairman of the board of direc-
tors of the Kuwait Red Crescent Society, Dr. Hilal
Al-Sayer, announced on Monday the delivery of
generators to the Ukrainian Red Cross to alleviate
the energy crisis there. Dr. Al-Sayer said in a state-
ment to the Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) that
the donation expresses the extent of solidarity of
Kuwait’s leadership, government, and people with
people under difficult humanitarian conditions.

He added that this aid payment reflects the
speed of Kuwait’s response to the most urgent
needs of Ukraine, pointing out that the associ-

Kuwait participales
in Jordan’s first Cyber
Security Summit

AMMAN: The first cyber securily summil held in
Amman kicked off Monday with the participation
of Kuwail lo discuss a range ol key global cyber
securily topics. Kuwail is represented by the Head
of the National Cybersecurity Center, Major Gen-
eral Relired Engineer Mohammad Bouarki, Parlia-
ment MPs, and Members of the Arab Parliament
Dr. Mohammad Al-Huwilah, Khaled Al-Mounes,
and Hamdan Al-Azmi.

Speaking to KUNA, Bouarki said that cyber se-
curity is now a way of life and is a personal respon-
sibility, especially since the danger of cyber secu-
rity is now a reality that requires economic digital
protection via establishing a secure environment in
Kuwait enhanced by the experience of other coun-
tries. He stressed the importance of the center’s
participation in such events, which elevates its ex-
pertise by exchanging ideas and experiences with
other countries in this field.

In his opening speech, Head of the Jordan National
Cyber Securily Centre (NCSC), Bassam Maharmeh,
said that the summil will discuss issues on cyber
policies and strategies, cooperation mechanisms to
conflront international cyber risks and threats that
countries and societies face, as well as learn about
countries’ related expertise and progress in achiev-
ing cybersecurily and digital safety.

On his part, Speaker of the Arab Parliament
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ation had previously provided more than 5.33
tons of relief aid to help the refugees in Ukraine.
The ambassador of Kuwait to Poland, Khalid
Al-Fadhli, stressed the keenness of Kuwail Lo al-
leviate the suffering of the Ukrainians.

He stressed that Kuwaiti humanitarian aid stems
from the high directives of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and
the political leadership. Ambassador Al-Fadhli
pointed to the rapid response of various Kuwaiti
inslitutions, praising the role of the Red Crescent
Society in responding to Ukraine’s requests.

Adel Al-Asoomi said that the Arab Parliament pays
greal interest in cyber security since it is attached
to the digital economy and its vast spread globally,
making it a governmental priorily and an inevitable
protection lool organized by new legislation and
qualified entities to enhance the balance between
protection of freedom and cyber attacks.

The summit, which is held under the patronage of
Jordan Crown Prince Hussein, will focus on cloud se-
curity solutions, virus and malware protection, threat
deleclion Lools, securily analylics, idenlily access
management services, [raud prevention, and penelra-
tion testing. Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Palestine, Egypt,
Oman, Qatar, Bahrain, and Kuwait are participating in
the summil Lo discuss local and international legal is-
sues on data protection and the significant impact of
artificial intelligence on cybersecurity. — KUNA

Charities launch
campaign to pay
students’ fees

KUWAIT: The head of the Kuwaiti Charitable Soci-
elies Union, Dr. Nasser Al-Ajmi, announced Tuesday
the launch of the national donation campaign to pay
the fees of needy students inside Kuwait, to be held
next Friday for five days. In a press conference, Al-
Ajmi said that the campaign, which will be launched
in cooperation with the Kuwaiti Federation of Private
Schools, aims Lo collect donations for students who
are unable to pay fees due to the limited financial
situation of their families.

The initiative comes to strengthen partnership
and social responsibility and achieve social solidar-
ity between individuals, instilutions, and needy fam-
ilies. He noted that the campaign aims to collect KD
750,000 ($2.4 million) to pay school fees for 3,000
students at an amount of KD 250 for each student.

Among the sponsors were the Minister of Social

In turn, the counselor at the embassy of Ukraine
to Poland, Vitaly Pillay, in a similar stalement to
KKUNA, praised the strength of bilateral relations
between Kuwait and Ukraine, expressing his pride
in what has been achieved in cooperation between
the two countries in various fields. He expressed
sincere gratitude to the leadership, government,
and people of Kuwait for their supportive position
toward the Ukrainians. The Kuwait Cabinet had
carlier decided to provide humanitarian assistance
worth two million US dollars to the refugees in
Ukraine through the United Nations. — KUNA

Major General Retired Engineer Mohammad Bouarki

Affairs, Family, and Childhood Affairs, the Kuwail
Banking Associalion, the General Secrelarial of En-
dowments, and the Zakat House, in addition to 15
associations and other charitable bodies, noting that
the campaign would be in several locations to col-
lect donations: the Mubarakiya School, Al-Babtain
Library, the National Library, and Bait Al-Othman.

Libya thankful

In another development, Libya’s Health Ministry
spokesperson, Muhyiddin Nweji, said on Monday
that his government and people are very thankful
for the aid presented by Kuwait in helping combat
Hurricane Daniel’s effects. The air bridge built by
Kuwait has massively helped in alleviating the ef-
fects of the hurricane while also providing the basic
needs for the affected areas, he added via a phone
call to KUNA. “It’s not strange that Kuwait regu-
larly supports and aids countries and their people
in disasters and crises,” said Muhyiddin, who also
serves on the Crisis Commillee. The heavy floods
hit the eastern region of Libya, causing a lot of dam-
age, and the inilialive laken by Kuwail has helped in
dealing with the effects thanks to the implementa-
tion of its political leadership. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Acting Director General of the Public Authority of Manpower, Marzouq Al-0taibi, received
the Deputy Regional Director for Arab States, Peter Rademaker and his accompanying delegation during
his visit to Kuwait. — KUNA

Manpower discusses
priorities with ILO

KUWAIT: The Acting Director General of the
Public Authority of Manpower, Marzouq Al-Otai-
bi, received the Deputy Regional Director for Arab
States, Peter Rademaker, and the Director of the
Decent Work Team in the region al the Regional
Office in Beirut and his accompanying delegation
during his visil to Kuwail.

The visit aims to discuss topics of importance,
namely the signing of the second decent work proj-
ect, and to discuss ways of joint cooperation be-
tween the manpower and the International Labor
Organization, to adopt agreed priorities for de-

cent work, namely improving the skills of women
and migrant workers, improving the management
of migrant workers, and promoting tripartite social
dialogue, as well as cooperating in promoting and
improving decent work in Kuwait.

The Deputy Director of the Regional Director for
Arab States, Peter Rademaker, expressed his thanks
and sincere gratitude for the measures taken by the
Public Authority of Manpower. The meeting was at-
tended by Marzouq Al-Otaibi, Acting Director Gen-
eral of the Public Authority of Manpower; Dr. Fa-
had Al-Madar, Acting Deputy Director General for
Manpower Protection; Aseel Al-Mazyad, Director of
Public Relations Department; and, from the ILO side,
Jaber Al-Ali, ILO National Coordinator Kuwait Of-
fice; and Siham Nusseibeh, Technical Officer at the
ILO National Office Kuwait Office.
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SEONGNAM: South Korean soldiers demonstrate thelr taekwondo skllls durmg a ceremony to m ark the 75th anniversary of Korea Armed Forces Day on Sept 26, 2023. — AFP

Korea, Japan agree talks
to push forward with cooperation

Summit first to be held since 2019 due to diplomatic tensions

China,

BEIJING: China said on Tuesday it had agreed with
Japan and South Korea to hold a summit between
the three countries’ leaders “as early as possible”,
after a rare meeting between senior diplomats in
Seoul. The announcement comes as Seoul wraps
up its first military parade in a decade showcasing
its advanced arsenal in the face of plummeting ties
with China’s ally North Korea.

The three-way talks — attended by deputy and
assistant ministers from the three countries — were
seen as an attempt lo ease Beijing’s concerns over
Washington’s deepening security ties with Tokyo
and Seoul. Beijing described them as an “in-depth
discussion on promoting the stable restarting of co-
operation”. “It was agreed that carrying out coop-
eration between China, Japan and South Korea is in
the common interests of the three parties,” foreign
ministry spokesman Wang Wenbin said.

The three countries agreed to hold a meeling
of their foreign ministers “in the next few months”,
Wang said, and to promote “the holding of a leaders’
meeling as early as possible at a time convenient to
all three countries.” South Korea’s foreign ministry
also said the diplomats had “agreed to hold the trilat-
eral summit meeting at the earliest time possible and
host a trilateral ministerial meeting in preparation.”
The last such summit took place in 2019.

No other leaders’ summit has since been held be-
cause of diplomatic and historical disputes between
Seoul and Tokyo, in part linked to Japan’s colonial
rule over the Korean peninsula from 1910 to 1945.
South Korean Foreign Minister Park Jin stressed that
cooperation among the three countries “plays a sig-
nificant role not only in Northeast Asia but also in
the peace, stability, and prosperity of the world”, his
ministry said in a stalement belore the meeling. Park
[urther highlighted that together, the three nations
“account for 20 percent of the world’s population

Big Tech rolls back
misinformation curbs

ahead of 2024 polls

WASHINGTON: As a global clection season widely
expected to be mired in misinformation and falsehoods
fast approaches, the big US-based tech platforms are
walking back policies meant to curb them, stoking alarm.
Whether it is YouTube scrapping a key misinformation
policy or Facebook altering fact checking controls, the
social media giants are demonstrating a certain lassitude
with being the sheriffs of the internet Wild West.

The changes have come in a climale of layoffs,
cost-cutting measures and pressure from right-wing
groups that accuse the likes of Facebook-parent Meta or
YouTube owner Google of suppressing free speech. This
has spurred tech companies to loosen content modera-
tion policies, downsize trust and safety teams and, in the
case of Elon Musk-owned X (formerly Twitter), restore
accounts known for pushing bogus conspiracies.

Those moves, researchers say, have eroded their
ability to tackle what is expected lo be a deluge of mis-
information during more than 50 major elections around
the world next year, not only in the United States, but
also in India, Africa and the European Union. “Social
media companies aren't ready for the 2024 election
tsunami,” the watchdog Global Coalition for Tech Jus-
tice said in a report this month. “While they continue
Lo count their profits, our democracies are left vulner-
able to violent coup attempts, venomous hate speech,
and election interference.” In June, YouTube said it will
stop removing content that falsely claims the 2020 US
presidential election was plagued by “fraud, errors or
glitches,” a move sharply criticized by misinformation

and 25 percent of the global GDP”, it added.

Around 4,000 troops marched through central
Seoul on a rain-soaked Tuesday alternoon, cheered
by umbrella-bearing crowds who waved South Ko-
rean flags. They were accompanied by 170 pieces
of military equipment, including air and sea drones,
tanks and missiles.

The number of troops and pieces of equipment
taking part were revised down by officials from those
originally planned. A flight display by South Korean
warplanes, including US-made F-35 stealth fighters,
was also cancelled because of the poor weather.

South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol watched
the parade from a platform, applauding troops as
they marched past. “To demonstrate the strong
foundation” of Seoul’s alliance with Washingtlon,
around 300 US military personnel also participat-
ed in the parade.

The parade in Seoul “is a not-so-subtle and vi-
sually provocative gesture on the part of the South
Korean government of telling (North Korean leader)
Kim Jong Un that Seoul will not be backing down or
looking for ways Lo reconcile”, LMI Consulting’s Soo
Kim, a former CIA analyst, told AFP.

As the threat from nuclear-armed North Korea
grows, South Korea’s President Yoon Suk Yeol has
pulled Seoul closer to long-standing ally Washing-
ton. He has meanwhile sought to bury the hatchet
with Japan, also a close US ally. In August they said
a“new chapter” of close three-way security cooper-
ation was beginning after a historic summit at Camp
David in the Uniled Stales. Beijing had lodged com-
plaints over a statement released at the Camp David
summil, in which the three allies criticized China’s
“aggressive behavior” in the South China Sea.

Beijing, Seoul's biggest trading partner, is also
North Korea’s most important ally and econom-
ic benefactor. While Tokyo, Seoul and Washington

researchers. YouTube justified its action, saying that re-
moving this content could have the “unintended effect
of curtailing political speech.”

‘Era of Recklessness’

Twitter, now known as X, said in November it would
no longer enforce its COVID misinformation policy.
Since billionaire Musk’s turbulent acquisition of the
platform last year, it has restored thousands of accounts
that were once suspended for violations including
spreading misinformation and introduced a paid verifi-
calion system thal researchers say has served Lo boost
conspiracy theorists.

Last month, the platform said it would now allow
paid political adverlising from US candidales, reversing
a previous ban and sparking concerns over misinfor-
mation and hate speech in next year’s election. “Musk’s
control over Twitter has helped usher in a new era of
recklessness by large tech platforms,” Nora Benavidez,
[rom the nonpartisan group Free Press, lold AFP. “We're
observing a significant rollback in concrete measures
companies once had in place.”

Platforms are also under pressure {rom conservative
US advocaltes who accuse them of colluding with the
government Lo censor or suppress right-leaning con-
tent under the guise of fact-checking. “These compa-
nies think that if they just keep appeasing Republicans,
they’ll just stop causing them problems when all they're
doing is increasing their own vulnerability,” said Berin
Szoka, president of Techlieedom, a think tank.

For years, Facebook’s algorithm automatically moved
posts lower in the feed if they were flagged by one of the
platform’s third-party fact-checking partners, including
AFP, reducing the visibility of false or misleading content.
Facebook recently gave US users the controls, allowing
them to move this content higher if they want, in a po-
tentially significant move that the platform said will give
users more power over its algorithm. — AFP

have held joint military exercises against the growing
North Korean threats, Beijing has recently sent senior
officials to attend Pyongyang’s military parades. Chi-
na also claims self-ruled Taiwan as its Lerrilory, vow-
ing to seize it one day, and officials in Washington — a
key ally of Taipei, Seoul and Tokyo — have cited 2027

as a possible timeline for an invasion. In April, South
Korea’s Yoon said that tensions over Taiwan were due
Lo “attempts to change the status quo by force”. The
comment resulted in a diplomatic tit-for-tat, with Bei-
jing lodging a protest, which Seoul condemned as a
“serious diplomatic discourtesy”. — AFP
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Macron bows to inevitable in
Niger with worst Alrica setback

‘France felt that it was losing its footing, but remained in denial and stunned’

PARIS: France is finally facing up to reality by with-
drawing both ils ambassador and military from Niger
two months after a coup ousted the pro-Paris pres-
ident, but the pullout marks the most severe setback
vet for President Emmanuel Macron’s Africa policy,
observers say. Macron had slaked France’s stralegy

in the Sahel region of Africa on the political future of

President Mohamed Bazoum, making the country a
hub for its forces after successive coups in Mali and
Burkina Faso forced the withdrawal of French troops.
Paris long appeared reluctant to accept the ousting
of Bazoum in a military coup on July 26. But while
still insisting Bazoum remains the legitimate presi-
dent, Macron announced in a TV interview Sunday
that France’s ambassador would soon leave, followed
by all French troops by the end of the year.

France must now grapple with the logistical head-
ache of pulling out 1,500 troops and hardware from a
country ruled by military leaders it bitterly opposes,
as well as urgent questions about the fate of its en-
tire military deployment to fight jihadists in the region.
“This third blow in less than two vears against the
presence of Irench military forces in Africa is the most
serious setback for the head of state on the continent
since his election in 2017, said France’s Le Monde
daily. It said that in contrast to the pullouts from Mali
and Burkina Faso, which in some quarters had been
seen as an opportunity, the “forced withdrawal from
Niger is a real blow [or the entire military.”

Niger’s coup leaders are also demanding a “nego-
tiated framework” for France Lo withdraw ils troops.
The new military regime said in a statement read out
on national TV late on Monday that the timeframe for
the pullout “must be set out in a negotiated framework
and by mutual agreement”. “Regarding the ambassa-
dor, we have no comment to make about the modal-
ities of his return”, French foreign ministry spokes-
woman Anne-Claire Legendre said Tuesday. “The
release of President Bazoum is a priority,” she added.

‘Major trend’
Macron has repeatedly spoken of making a his-
toric change to France’s post-colonial imprint in

Parliamentary vote
set for Africa’s last
absolute monarchy

JOHANNESBURG: The last absolute monarchy in
Alrica, the Kingdom of Eswalini, holds parliamentary
clections on Friday, with political parties banned from
contesting. The constitution emphasizes “individual
meril” as the basis for selecting lawmakers, who cannot
be affiliated with any political group. Being in the good
graces of King Mswati IlI, who wields absolute power,
also carries much weight.

Democracy? ‘Not that much’

About 585,000 registered volers will be called Lo
choose 59 members of the lower house of parliament,
which plays only an advisory role to the monarch.
Mswati, who can veto any legislation, directly appoints
another 10 lawmakers.

With most candidales loyal lo the king, the elec-
tion is unlikely to change the political scenery. Only
about a dozen of those nominated during primaries
last month are known to have ties to the opposition.

Alfrica, by abandoning any nolion of the so-called
strategy “Francafrique” where Paris sought to keep
francophone Alfrica under its thumb. But analysts say
Paris is losing influence in the face of a growing Chi-
nese, Turkish and Russian presence, giving Macron’s
bold words about a new relationship with Africa little
chance of taking flight.

For researcher Fahiraman Rodrigue Kone, of the
Institute of Securily Studies (ISS), “France did not
know how to withdraw at the right time and want-
ed to continue to play the leader in a context where
the sociological environment has strongly changed.”
A French diplomatic source, who asked not to be
named, said Paris was reaping the consequences of
a “hypermilitarization of our relationship with Afri-
ca” at a time when the most pressing crises on the
continent were of securily, poverty and environment.
“Mali was a big hil, we knew thal we were facing a
major lrend. We have seen this wave rising [or years.
France felt that it was losing its [ooling, bul remained
in denial and stunned,” the source told AFP.

The French deployment in the region goes back
over a decade to 2013 when then president Francois
Hollande sent troops into Mali to help fight a jihadist
insurgency. The operation, which then morphed into
the Sahel-wide Barkhane mission, saw successes
notably in the killing of several key jihadist leaders
and also in securing vast swathes of territory using
tactics that impressed military analysts. Fifty-eight
French troops lost their lives. But the military suc-
cesses have contrasted with political failure, as de-
mocracy regressed rather than developed in a region
also plagued by a flood of disinformation that Paris
blames on Russia.

‘Worried about region’

“I am very worried about this region,” Macron
said in the TV interview as he announced the pullout.
“France, sometimes alone, has taken all its responsi-
bilities and I am proud of our military. But we are not
responsible for the political life of these countries
and we draw all the consequences.”

France initially appeared dubious that the coup

Many do not say which side they are on, fearing
repression. “Democracy is not that much practiced
around here,” Thantaza Silolo, spokesperson for the
largest opposition group, the Swaziland Liberation
Movement (Swalimo), told AFP.

‘Terrorist’ party

Political parties have unclear status and cannot
directly take part in the vote. They were effectively
banned in 1973, but a new constitution in 2005 provid-
ed an opening allowing for freedom of association. Still,
in praclice there is no legal avenue for them lo register,
according to democracy watchdog Freedom House.
Swalimo is incorporated as a non-profit.

The People’s United Democratic Movement, one
of the largest opposilion movements, has been de-
clared a “lerrorist” organizalion and banned. Two
opposition lawmakers elected in the last vote in 2018
are currently in jail. A third is in exile. Most opposi-
tlion groupings have called for a boycoll. Three have
told voters to go to the polls.

Few political gatherings have taken place during
a two-week campaigning period. Polls open at 7
am local time (5 am GMT) and close at 6 pm, ac-
cording Lo the electoral commission, with results
expected over the weekend.

Formerly known as Swaziland, the mountainous
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would succeed over time and also backed threats
of regional bloc ECOWAS for military interven-
tion — which never translated into action. French
intransigence caused tensions even with allies, in-
cluding the United States, which has 1,000 troops
stationed in Niger and reportedly favored a more
pragmalic approach.

US Defense Secrelary Lloyd Auslin indical-
ed Monday that Washington was nol immediately
planning to match the French move, saying it would
“evaluate” its future steps. Uncomfortably for Ma-
cron, one of the last remaining allies of France is

country of 1.2 million people is landlocked between
South Africa and Mozambique. About half the size of
Belgium, it gained independence from Britain in 1968.
Mswali, 55, ascended to the throne at the age of 18 and
has ruled with an iron fist for 37 years. The king is con-
stitutionally above the law. He appoints the prime min-
ister and the cabinel, can dissolve both parliament and
the government and commands police and the army.

Protests and killings

Shows of dissent are rare, but in 2021 the king-
dom was shaken by pro-democracy protests. Doz-
ens of people were killed as security forces violently
quashed demonstrations calling for reforms. A cur-
few was imposed, demonstrations banned and inter-
net access curbed. Protests have continued sporadi-
cally after the crackdown.

Earlier this year, human rights lawyer and govern-
ment critic Thulani Maseko, was shot dead through the
window of his home. Hours before his murder, the King
had warned actlivists who defy him nol lo “shed tears”
about “mercenaries killing them”. The United Nations
has called for an independent investigation.

Known as Ngwenyama, “the lion” in SiSwali, the
king has been widely criticized for his lavish lifestyle,
while nearly 60 percent of the population live on less
than $1.90 a day. The plump monarch, who usually ap-
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. NIAMEY: A supporter of Niger’s National Council of Safeguard of the Homeland (CNSP) holds a sign that
reads ,’French army leave us, we don’t want any more independence under high surveillance’, as people
protest outside the Niger and French airbase on Sept 16, 2023. — AFP

Chad President Mahamat Idriss Deby who came Lo
power without any constitutional process in 2021
following the frontline death of his father Idriss Deby
who had ruled the country for three decades.
French media have also repeatedly noted that he
is currently even without an official advisor on Africa
after Franck Paris, who had served in the post since
2017 until earlier this year, departed for France’s
mission in Taiwan. For Senegalese daily Wall Quo-
tidien, “with this umpteenth setback, France sees its
influence and its power reduced dramatically in West
Africa in particular and in Africa in general.”— AFP

LOBAMBA LOMDZALA: In this file photo, voters leave
after casting their ballots during Eswatini parlia-
mentary elections on Sept 21, 2018. — AFP

pears in public wearing traditional clothes, is known to
love luxury cars and watches.

He spends millions of dollars a year on his 15
wives, some of whom he married when they were mi-
nors, and has at least 25 children. To mark the 50th
anniversary of independence, in 2018 he changed the
counlry’s name Lo Eswalini — meaning land of the
Swazis. Eswaltini has one of the highest prevalence
of HIV in the world with around 26 percent of adults
aged 15 to 49 living with the AIDS-causing virus in
2022, according lo UN figures. — AFP

Saudi envoys meet
Abbas as Zionist...

Continued from Page 1

Sudairi’s delegation, which crossed overland
from Jordan, was the first from Saudi Arabia to
visit the West Bank since the 1993 Oslo Accords,
which had aimed to pave the way for an end to the
Zionist-Palestinian conflict. When asked whether
there will be a Saudi embassy in Jerusalem, Sudairi
recalled that there used to be one in the Jerusalem
district of Sheikh Jarrah, and said that “hopefully
there will be an embassy there” again. Palestin-
ian official news agency Wafa reported that Abbas
acceptled Sudairi’s credentials and said the envoy’s
visit will “strengthen the brotherly relations” be-
tween Riyadh and Palestinians.

Washington has been leading the talks between
the Zionist entity and Saudi Arabia — the guardian
of Islam’s two holiest sites — on a potential nor-
malization widely seen as a political game changer
for the Middle East. The talks have covered se-
curitly guarantees for Saudi Arabia and assisltance
with a civilian nuclear program, according to offi-
cials familiar with the negoliations who spoke o
AFP on condition of anonymily.

Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman
last week told US network Fox that the kingdom
was gelling “closer” Lo a deal with the Zionisl en-
tity but insisted that the Palestinian cause remains
“very importanl” for Riyadh. In recent months the
Zionist entity has already sent delegations to Sau-
di Arabia to participate in sports and other events,
including a UNESCO meeting in early September.

RNA recovered
from extinct...

Continued from Page 1

“Many of the pandemics that have happened in the
past have been caused by RNA viruses, most recent-
ly the coronavirus but also ... the Spanish flu,” Dalen
explained. “We could actually go and look for these

On Tuesday, Katz reached Riyadh leading a
delegation to attend a UN World Tourism Orga-
nization event, the minister’s office said. “I will act
to creale cooperation to advance tourism and (the
Zionist entity’s) foreign relations,” Katz said in a
stalement. Next week, Zionist Communications
Minister Shlomo Karhi is also due to visit Saudi
Arabia, his office said.

Zionisl Prime Minisler Benjamin Nelanyahu lold
the UN on Friday that he believes “we are al the
cusp” of “a historic peace between (the Zionist en-
tity) and Saudi Arabia”. Speaking Tuesday at a cer-
emony to mark the 1973 Arab-Zionist war, he said
“many states in the Middle East want peace with
(the Zionist entity)”. “Increasing the circle of peace
is a historic opportunity and I'm committed to it.”

The 1993 Oslo Accords were meant Lo lead
to an independent Palestinian state, but years of
stalled negotiations and deadly violence have left
any peaceful resolution a distant dream. Netanya-
hu’s hard-right government has been expanding
Zionist settlements in the West Bank which are
deemed illegal under international law.

An escalation in violence has seen al least 242
Palestinians killed so far this year, according to offi-
cial sources. The United States, which has brokered
Lalks belween the Zionist enlily and the Paleslinians
in the past, has made no major push toward a two-
state solution since a failed effort nearly a decade
ago. The Zionist entity has occupied the West Bank
since 1967 and later annexed easl Jerusalem in a
move not recognized internationally. It also main-
tains a land, sea and air blockade on the Palestinian
coaslal Lerrilory of Gaza, which is ruled by Hamas
and where violence along the border fence has in-
creased this month. — AFP

viruses in wild animal remains stored in dry museum
collections. That might actually help us understand
the nature of pandemics and where pandemics come
from,” he said.

The study opens the door to using museum collec-
tions in this new way. “There are millions and millions
ol dried skins and dried Lissue from insecls, mammals
and birds and so on in museum collections around the
world, and one could actually now go and recover
RNA from all these specimens,” Dalen said. — AFP

Earthworms contribute
to 6.5% of world grain
production: Study

PARIS: Most gardeners know that earthworms help
keep soils healthy, now scientists have assessed just
how important their underground activities are to
global food production — and how to protect them.
In research published Tuesday scientists found that
carthworms may be Lo thank for more than six per-
cent of global grain yields every year, because of
their crucial role in soil ecosyslems.

Worms help to decompose dead plant material,
releasing nutrients plants need to grow, and their
tunnelling helps plant root growth among other ben-
efits. Evidence suggests they also help plants pro-
tect themselves against common soil pathogens by
stimulating their defenses. Bul they are threalened
by loday’s intensive and chemical-heavy agricullural
techniques, scientists say.

Researchers wriling in the journal Nature Com-
munications analyzed maps of earthworm popula-
tions, soil properties, crop vields and previous stud-
ies of plant productivity to estimate the creature’s
impact on the global production of key crops. “Con-
tribution” was defined as the percentage of the yield
made possible thanks to earthworms.

They found earthworms may contribute to around
6.5 percent of the world’s annual grain production,
which includes dietary staples such as wheat, rice,
maize and barley. “Their contribution may even be
larger,” said Steven Fonte, an associate professor at
Colorado State Universily in the Uniled States who
co-authored the study.

This is because earthworm populations “are like-
ly underestimated in many places, especially in the
tropics, due to a lack of research and funding in the
global south”, he told AFP. Earthworms also conlrib-
uted to 2.3 percent of global production of legumes,
foods that include peas, lentils, chickpeas, soybeans
and alfalfa. The annual total amounted to more than
140 million metric tons, the study estimated.

The authors said their findings represent one
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of the first attempts to quantify the contribution
of a benelicial soil organism Lo global agricultur-
al production. They acknowledged a strong sam-
pling bias when estimating earthworm populations
because most of the data points were available in
Europe and North America.

Even so, they found that earthworm contribu-
tion is especially high in the global south, contrib-
uting about 10 percent of total grain production in
sub-Saharan Africa and roughly eight percent in
Latin America and the Caribbean, the researchers
found. They alttributed this to soils there generally
having higher acid and clay content and being less
exposed to fertilizer, increasing the role earthworms
play in plant growth.

In Europe and East/Southeast Asia, more than
seven percent of grain production was attributed to
their activity thanks to their higher population lev-
els and soil acidity. Smaller earthworm populations,
more widespread use of inorganic fertilizer and oth-
er soil properties were likely to have lessened their
impact in other regions.

Agricultural and environment policies should
support earthworm populations and soil biodiversity
to help make the sector become more sustainable,
the scientists suggested. Measures could include re-
ducing tillage, cutting the use of toxic pesticides, and
increasing the application of worm food sources like
manure and compost, said Fonte. “Soils are estimat-
ed to contain approximately half of all biodiversity
on the planet and are incredibly important for biodi-
versily conservalion efforts,” he said. — AFP
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Greek flood victims race to rebuild

Government response criticized as people brace for coming storm

VLOCHOS: When Storm Daniel this month dumped
cataclysmic amounts of rain on his village in central
Greece, Nikos Falangas barely had time to flee. Three
weeks on, with the village of Vlochos still clogged
with tons of mud, Falangas could only stare dumb-
struck at what little remained of his family home.

Tl - i

This photograph taken on September 25, 2023 shows

a family picture on the wall of a devastated house af-
ter the floodwater receded.

“All T could save was a family photograph and one
of my child’s toys. This is all that’s left of the house
where [ was born and raised,” he told AFP, fighting
back tears. “Words cannol describe the tragedy we
are going through,” he said.

‘Nothing can be done’
Eri, an Albanian laborer from a nearby village,
was helping to salvage appliances from inside an-

Antarctic sea ice: lowest winter
maximum

Sea ice extent, in millions of km?
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Antarctic ice hits
winter record low

WASHINGTON: The sea ice around Antarctica likely
had a record-low surface area when it was at its max-
imum size this winter, a preliminary US analysis of sat-
ellite data suggested Monday. As the southern hemi-
sphere transitions into spring, the US National Snow
and Ice Data Center (NSIDC) said in a statement that
Anlarclic sea ice had only reached a maximum size of
16.96 million square kilometers (6.55 million square
miles) this year, on September 10. The ice pack typ-
ically reaches its largest size during the colder winter
months, so the September 10 reading will likely remain
this year’s maximum. “This is the lowesl sea ice max-
imum in the 1979-t0-2023-sea-ice record by a wide
margin,” said the NSIDC, a government-supported
program at the University of Colorado at Boulder.

At its high point this year, the sea ice was 1.03
million square kilometers smaller than the previous
record, roughly the size of Texas and California com-
bined. “IU’s a record-smashing sea ice low in the Anl-
arctic,” said NSIDC scientist Walt Meier. He added
that the growth in sea ice appeared “low around nearly
the whole continent as opposed to any one region.”

‘Warming oceans

For several decades, the Antarclic sea ice pack
had remained stable, even expanding slightly. But
“since Augusl 2016, the Anlarclic sea ice exlent trend
took a sharp downturn across nearly all months” the
NSIDC said. There is debate among scientists over
the cause of the shift, with some reluctant to estab-
lish a formal link with global warming. Climate mod-
els have struggled in the past to predict changes in
the Antarctic ice pack.

The downward trend is “now thought Lo be linked
to warming in the uppermost ocean layer,” the NSIDC
said. “There is some concern that this may be the be-
ginning of a long-term trend of decline for Antarclic
sea ice, since oceans are warming globally.” Melling
pack ice has no immediate impact on sea levels, as it
forms by freezing salt water already in the ocean. But
the while ice reflects more of the Sun’s rays than dark-
er ocean waler, so ils loss accenluales global warming.

The loss of pack ice also exposes Antarctica’s
coastline Lo grealer wave aclion, which could destabi-
lize the freshwaler ice cap and endanger coaslal hab-
itats. The melting land ice would cause a catastrophic
rise in sea levels. — AFP

Scientists uncover
a scaly surprise with
new pangolin species

BANGKOK: The small, scaly, and highly endangered
pangolin has been keeping a secrel: it comprises not
eight species but nine, with a new one discovered
through analysis of confiscated scales. Scientists pre-
viously believed there were four Asian and four Afri-
can varieties of the shy, nocturnal creature, which is
often described as the world’s most trafficked mammal.

However, even as the species was discovered, there
are signs it may be disappearing, according to re-
search published Tuesday in the journal Proceedings
of the National Academy of Sciences. Pangolin scales
are coveted for use in traditional medicine, despite be-

other house. He noted that at the height of the flood,
the water had reached the roofs of the traditional
single-story houses. “That’s four meters (13 feel)
high,” he said. “Nothing can be done here.” Most of
the villagers had left. The few dozen that remained
were sheltering in the local church, which was built
on a hill and therefore less at risk of flooding. The
unprecedented storm left 17 dead and devastated
the central region of Thessaly, the heart of Greece’s
agricultural production.

The flood drowned tens of thousands of farm an-
imals whilst also sweeping through warehouses con-
taining fertilizer, weedkillers, petrol and other chem-
icals, leaving behind a toxic floodwater mix. Piles of
destroyed furniture, appliances and clothes were
dumped outside each home as the stench of dead an-
imals and tainted water filled the air. As the Vlochos
villagers struggled to rebuild, dark clouds were
gathering overhead. Lightning streaked through the
sky and thick raindrops began to fall.

A new storm front dubbed Elias is expected to hit
Greece [rom Tuesday, bringing heavy rain and sleel.
Facing a barrage of criticism at a perceived failure in
cooperation between the army and civil protection
in the hours following the disaster, the government
has pledged over two billion euros ($2.1 billion) in
reconstruction funds.

Dimitris Malai, a 27-year-old lrainer, said he was
determined to rebuild his life in the village. “This is
where we grew up. We want to rebuild our village.
Bul the authorities must do something for us, oth-
erwise life cannot return here,” he said. But some in
Vlochos said the state was still conspicuously ab-

Protestors demand
Japan govt save
thousands of trees

TOKYO: Campaigners filed a [resh petition with al-
most 225,000 signatures on Monday against plans
to fell large numbers of trees and tear down a his-
Loric baseball stadium in a rare green area of central
Tokyo. Lush with trees donated to honor Emperor
Meiji a century ago, Meiji Jingu Gaien offers respite
and shade — Japan saw its hottest recorded summer
this year — in one of the world’s biggest urban areas.
The park area is also home to Jingu Stadium where
US baseball star Babe Ruth wowed spectators in
1934 and where celebrated Japanese author Haruki
Murakami says he was inspired to become a writ-
er. Also on the site is a stadium dubbed the spiritual
home of Japanese rugby.

But the redevelopment project, due to start this
month, will see the sports [acilities razed and rebuilt
alongside several new high-rises to add to Tokyo’s
thicket of tall buildings. According to the petition
submilted on Monday lo the government, 1,000
trees will be cut down. The new baseball stadium will
also endanger a boulevard of gingko Lrees, just six
melers (20 [eel) away, whose stunning autumn leaves
attract huge crowds, campaigners say.

“These are all huge beautiful trees,” said Rochelle
Kopp, a management consultant who organized the
petition — one of several — and who is also involved
in a lawsuit against the project. “The online petition

s _ -, o =
TOKYO: People take part in a protest against the Tokyo metropolitan government’s redevelopment project for
the Meiji Jingu Gaien district in this file photo. - AFP

ing made of keratin, just like fingernails, and the dimin-
utive creature is also hunted for its meat.

More than a million are believed to have been
poached from the wild in the decade to 2014, accord-
ing Lo conservationists, and all international trade has
been banned since 2016. Despite its elusive nature,
there have been suggestions before that the pangolin
family might be bigger than believed.

Analysis of 27 scales confiscated in Hong Kong in
2012 and 2013 suggested a linecage unrelated to the
eight known species. But only limited gene fragments
were available, and no definitive conclusion could be
reached. Picking up that trail, researchers analyzed
scales from two confiscations in China’s Yunnan prov-
ince in 2015 and 2019 and compared them against
whole genome data from all previously known species.
They found a lineage “distinct from all eight currently
known pangolin species”, with signs it belonged to the
Asian or “Manis” branch of the pangolin family.

They assigned the new species the tentative name
“Manis mysteria” in a nod to ils enigmatic nature and

-

VLOCHOS: This photograph taken on Sept 25, 2023 shows the kitchen of a devastated house after the flood-
water from Storm Daniel receded, in the village of Vloches, central Greece. - AFP photos

sent. “No one came Lo see us, to help. Only some vol-
unteer organizations supported us,” said Apostolis
Makris, a 62-year-old police officer.

“Sending us bottled water is not enough,”
fumed 68-vear-old villager Dimilris Anaslasiou.
“We had everything and now we have nothing.
They are crooks,” he said of the government. His

numbers conlinue lo grow because the more mem-
bers of the public learn the details of the plan, the
more people are unhappy about this plan to cram as
many skyscrapers as possible into a small space and
forever change a beloved landscape,” Kopp told AFP.

‘Heritage alert’

The International Council on Monuments and
Sites (ICOMOS) this month put the number of trees
in danger at around 3,000 in a “heritage alert” issued
by the advisory body to UNESCO. The redevelop-
ment “will lead to the complete destruction of the
urban forest that has been formed and nurtured over
the past 100 years,” ICOMOS said. “Urban parks are
places for people’s recreation and also contribute to
mainlaining rich biodiversily. They mitigale the heal
island effect in cities and provide shelter in case of
natural disasters such as major earthquakes,” it said
in a September 7 statement.

According to the Tokyo Metropolitan Govern-
ment’s web page, the developers said in January last
year they plan to cut down 892 trees. The number
has since been reduced to 743 trees after further
efforts to preserve trees, said a spokeswoman for
Mitsui Fudosan, one of the major developers. “We
continue studying how Lo preserve trees,” she told
AFP. The developers and the Tokyo government say
that after work is complete, the number of trees and
the amount of green space will in fact increase.

Al just 7.4 percent as of 2015, Tokyo has one of
the lowest percentages of public green spaces such
as parks and gardens, according to data compiled by
World Cities Culture Forum. This compares to New
York’s 27.0 percent in 2010, 27.9 percent in Seoul in
2019 and London’s 33.0 percent in 2022. — AFP
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found it likely diverged from the Philippine and Ma-
layan pangolin species about five million years ago.
The newly described animal’s existence only came Lo
light through samples seized from traffickers, and the
research suggests the new species is already under
pressure. Analysis “showed genomic signatures of a
declining population, including the relatively low ge-
netic diversity when compared to other pangolins ...
(and) high levels of inbreeding and genetic load”.

Just where Manis mysteria roams remains ...
something of a mystery. Asian pangolins arriving in
Hong Kong and Yunnan are believed to mostly origi-
nate in Southeast Asia. But because the new species
does nol look very dilferent from ils Asian cousins, it
may well have been overlooked in the wild. It could
also have escaped notice because it lives in an un-
derstudied region, or simply because pangolins tend
Lo be hard Lo find. Regardless, the findings suggest
the “urgent need” for more research, as well as “el-
fective strategies for this mysterious species”, the
study said. — AFP

wile Gogo, 65, broke down as they returned Lo
their gutled home. “The memories of an entire life
were lost, in addition to our property,” she said.
“All our family heirlooms, photographs and items
of great sentimental value, were destroyed. IUs as
if a major part of my life was torn out,” she said.
“This is what hurts the most.” — AFP

Young Nigerians
amplify Africa’s
ignored stories

LAGOS: Nigeria, a nation of conflicts, corruption
and poverty? That narrative is what a new breed of
local media created by young Nigerians hopes to
counter by getting away from the stereotypes they
say are too often perpetuated by the foreign press.
Over the last decade, several online publications
such as The Republic, Culture Custodian and Stears
Business have emerged in fields as varied as politics,
culture, and economy providing more in-depth in-
vestigations. Their ambition: to offer more indepen-
dent and innovative journalism closer to the interests
of the youth than that offered by the traditional local
press. “A new publication exploring and rewriting
the Nigerian story,” is how The Republic presents its
mission since it was launched in 2018 by Wale Lawal,
a 30-year-old author and entrepreneur.

Eager for news [rom his country while studying
in England, Lawal became aware of the difficulty
of accessing reliable, consistent and independent
news sources. “Foreign press is more to serve for-
eign audiences who have their own interest ... local
media was nol just enough credible because of their
links with politicians,” he said. The Republic was
launched to provide “serious journalism with an Af-
rican worldview,” he said. As social media expand-
ed and demands for more democracy grew, a class
of wealthier Nigerians emerged at the start of the
2000s, more demanding of their government and
ready to pay for information. “Local media and tra-
ditional media has not met that demand. It’s created
this gap that new media founders realized that they
can play a role here,” Lawal said.

‘African renaissance’

The flourishing of this new media, more wide-
ly seen in English-speaking countries, is touted by
some as an “African renaissance.” Many Lraditional
newspapers were born at the end of colonial rule
and the arrival of democracy but ensuing military
rule and economic troubles weakened them. Lawal
said politicians started controlling what was pub-
lished by the media, “as they became one of the main
financial contributors.” The Western media thus be-
came a primary source of reliable information about
Alfrica but not without consequences.

“We are looking al a conlinent thal for the
mosl part of modern history has always had its
stories being told by people who are not from the
continent and that has its own implication about
the perception of the continent.” According to a
study carried out by the non-profit organization
Africa No Filter, a third of the articles dealing
with Africa and published by local media come
from foreign press services, primarily Agence
France-Presse (AFP) and the BBC.

‘Stereotypical narratives’

Despite progress, foreign press coverage “con-
linues to contribute to the stereotypical narratives
of a broken, dependent continent lacking in agency,”
said Moky Makura, executive director of Africa No
Filter, which wants Lo change the discourse on Africa
in the arts and media. “We are missing out on the
stories of creativity, innovation and the opportuni-
lies that exist,” she said. “Not only does the current
framing inform how the world sees and treats us, it
also affects how we as Africans see ourselves.”

Makura said the constant negative narrative con-
tributes Lo some of the economic migration from Af-
rica. Critics say the foreign press reduces Nigeria
Lo just a country battling the jihadist insurgency of
Boko Haram for more than 14 years in the northeast.
This imbalance eclipses, for example, the phenom-
enal global success of Afrobeals, a musical genre
born in Nigeria’s economic and cultural capital La-
gos. “It's not about good and bad coverage, our life
is just more complicated than what we might see in
papers,” Lawal said.

The Republic focuses instead, for example, on
the future of basketball in Nigeria or the new foreign
policy of the African giant. It publishes portraits, es-
says, reports and interviews that show the complex-
ity of the country of 215 million inhabitants. — AFP
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Shutdown showdown threatens
US govt pay and wellare checks

Moody’s: A shutdown would put credit rating at risk

WASHINGTON: Millions of Americans braced
Monday for pay and welfare checks to stop with-
in days as Congress careened loward a damaging
government shutdown, with Republican right wing-
ers blocking attempts to pass a budget. Four months
after barely avoiding the more serious prospect of a
credit default, the world’s largest economy is once
again on the verge of a convulsion, with the lights
due to go out at the weekend.

Republicans leading the House of Representa-
lives—hamstrung by hardline rebels demanding
deep spending cuts—have been unable Lo pass the
usual series of bills setting out departmental bud-
gels for the next financial year, which begins on
Sunday. The party’s leadership does not even have
the voles Lo advance a shorl-lerm [unding bill at
2023 spending levels—known as a continuing reso-
lution—to keep the government open past midnight
on Saturday.

A shutdown would put at risk the finances of
workers at national parks, museums and other sites
operating on federal funding, but it could also carry
significant political risk for President Joe Biden as he
runs for re-election in 2024.

“Funding the government is one of the most basic,
fundamental responsibilities of the Congress,” the
Democral told reporters at the White House. “And if
Republicans in the House don'’t start doing their job
we should stop electing them.”

The Biden administration also warned that sev-
en million people who rely on the food aid program
for women and children could also see their money
stopped. The funding deadlock arose after House
Republicans refused to support the government
spending levels agreed belween Biden and Speak-
er Kevin McCarthy, the top Republican in Congress
that would keep government gears turning.

Launch of CBK Purchasing
Managers’ Index (PMI)

CBK develops
questionnaire
for PMI

KUWAIT: The Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK) said
that it had developed a questionnaire for the Pur-
chasing Managers’ Index (PMI). The index enables
prompt data collection, processing, and analysis to
be produced in the form of timely and accurate pe-
riodic reports reflecting the real developments of
economic aclivity in Kuwait. This came in a press
statemenl by the Governor of the CBK, Basel A
Al-Haroon, announcing that the success of this ini-
tiative will be the outcome of the collaboration be-
tween the CBK and the respondents from the various
Kuwaili economic sectors.

The prominence of the PMI resides in its ability to
assess the progress of economic performance with
precision due to its periodicity (on a monthly basis).
PMI is usually issued before the release of official

EU tells Apple
chief to ‘open
up’ to rivals

BRUSSELS: The EU’s digital chief Thierry Bret-
on told Apple CEO Tim Cook on Tuesday that the
iPhone maker must open up its products to com-
petitors as part of Brussels’ tough curbs on tech
behemoths. Earlier this month, the European Union
unveiled a list of the digital giants, including Apple,
which will face new rules under the Digital Markets
Acl (DMA) on how they do business.

Other tech firms caught up included Facebook
owner Meta and TikTok parent ByteDance. Apple
has previously slammed the DMA, claiming it poses
risks to users’ privacy. Cook was in Brussels to meet

“UNLESS YOU GET EVERYTHING, SHUT IT
DOWN!,” former president Donald Trump demand-
ed in a post on his Truth Social platform late Sunday
as he led calls for the Republican hardliners to dig in.

Polarization

The budget vote in Congress regularly turns into
a standoff, with one party using the prospect of a
shutdown to seek concessions from the other, usu-
ally without success. Trump, who is also running for
re-eleclion, forced a 35-day shutdown over border
controls in 2018 but ended up reopening the gov-
ernment after failing Lo secure a single concession
from Democrats.

The impasse is invariably resolved before the
standolfs become crises bul this year the show-
down is exacerbated by new levels of polarization
on Capitol Hill. In the Senate, debate is led by two
political heavyweights, Democratic majority leader
Chuck Schumer and Mitch McConnell, his Repub-
lican counterpart. Congress was out Monday but
Schumer has been paving the way for a conlinuing
resolution, including Ukraine aid, in talks with Mc-
Connell and the White House.

A measure that would keep the government open
through early December has support on both sides
of the Senate — but would likely not be ready for a
vote before the shutdown and would not have the
support of the Republican right.

Meanwhile, the Moody’s ratings agency has
warned that a US government shutdown this week-
end, amid political deadlock in Congress, would have
negative implications for the country’s top tier credit
rating. “A shutdown would be credil negaltive for the
US sovereign,” Moody’s Inveslors Service wrole in a
nole Lo clients on Monday. The warning from Moody’s
— the only major agency to maintain its rating for US
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data on macroeconomic variables to help econo-
mists and stakeholders predict economic trends in
Kuwait. In addition, PMI is considered one of the
most significant economic data points in the glob-
al markets for belter understanding of the different
economies’ and markets’ trends.

Consequently, many central banks employ the
index to make monetary policy decisions. The CBK
PMTI'’s results are drawn up in a questionnaire that
includes nine index-related closed-ended questions,
one closed-ended question on expectations of busi-
ness prospects at the local and global levels, and
four open-ended questions. All these questions are
addressed to the purchasing managers of a differ-
ent group of Kuwait-based companies engaged in
production and service activities.

In addition, PMI, which is scheduled to open in
Oclober 2023, exhibits the trends or changes in the
given activity in September 2023. The index’s trends
and results shall not be published and shall be for
internal use only during the pilot phase (six months),
to be re-assessed before being made available to the
public. The pilot index will be applied to a small sam-
ple of carefully selected companies. — KUNA

with Breton and the acting competition commission-
er, Didier Reynders.

“The next job for Apple and other big tech, un-
der the DMA, is to open up its gates lo compeli-
tors,” Breton said, in a statement. “Be it the electronic
wallet, browsers or app slores, consumers using an
Apple iPhone should be able to benefit from com-
petitive services by a range of providers,” he added.
Breton said the two men had a “constructive discus-
sion on Apple’s compliance plan” for the DMA.

Apple would not comment on Cook’s visit. The EU
however won a previous battle with Apple, forcing
the company to unveil its new iPhone lineup with a
universal charger on September 12. Brussels’ rules
insist all phones and other small devices must be
compatible with the USB-C charging cables from the
end of next year. Breton showed Cook his “museum”
with several charging cables in a video shared on so-
cial media alter hailing “cable clutter” as “a thing of
the past” in his statement. — AFP
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Extreme Republican Shutdown Jeopardizes Nutrition
Assistance for Nearly 7 Million Mothers and Children

WASHINGTON: Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack answers questions during the daily press briefing at
the White House on Sept 25, 2023 in Washington, DC. — AFP

sovereign debt at its highest level — underscores the
potential economic danger to the United States of
failing to reach an agreement to keep the govern-
ment [unded before the end of the month. Fitch and
S&P have both downgraded US debl in recent years,
raising the risk associated with the debl — and the
cosl of government borrowing.

EU concerned by
high disinfo rate
on X platform

BRUSSELS: X, the online platform formerly known
as Twilter, has the biggest proportion of disinfor-
mation of social networks scrutinized under a pilot
analysis by the EU, a top official said Tuesday.

The analysis, carried out over three months in EU
countries Spain, Poland and Slovakia, revealed that
X was falling far short of an EU code of practice on
anti-disinformation standards, European Commis-
sion Vice President Vera Jourova said. Twitter was
one of dozens of companies running social media
networks that signed up to the voluntary code of
practice when it was launched in 2018.

But after being taken over by Elon Musk, who has
rebranded it X, the company withdrew from the EU
code. “X, formerly Twiller, who is not under the code
anymore, is the platform with the largest ratio of mis-
and dis-information posts,” Jourova said.

She was speaking after the 44 companies still
signed onto the code of practice—among them
Facebook parent Meta, YouTube owner Google

Rich nations must
accelerate race
to net zero: IEA

PARIS: Rich and developing nations alike must
sharply improve their net-zero targets, the Interna-
lional Energy Agency said Tuesday, warning thal a
clean energy surge was the main reason the world’s
climate goals are still within reach.

Wealthy countries must now reach carbon neu-
trality in around 2045, five years early, and China
should speed up by a decade to 2050 to keep to the
Paris goal of limiting warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius
above pre-industrial levels, the IEA said. “The world
has already delayed Loo long Lo avoid hard choices,”
the global energy watchdog said.

The report, which comes ahead of crunch UN
climate talks, updates the IEA’'s landmark 2021 “Net
Zero Roadmap”, which said new fossil fuel develop-
ment was incompatible with global decarbonization
by mid-century and the 1.5C target. Two years lat-
er the IEA has seen progress in the form of record
growth in solar power capacity and electric car sales.

These are in line with the IEAs pathway lo
net-zero emissions, as are the plans put in place by
industry Lo roll out new manufacturing for them. The
energy sectlor is “changing [aster than many people
think”, the IEA said, adding that together these clean
energy technologies are projected to deliver a third
of the emissions reductions needed by 2030.

But it warned of the negalive impact of in-
creased fossil fuel investments and “stubbornly high
emissions” during the same period, which saw a
post-pandemic economic rebound and the energy
crisis driven by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. “The

A shutdown “would underscore the weakness of
US institutional and governance strength relative to
other AAA-rated sovereigns,” Moody’s wrole. “Fur-
ther, a prolonged shutdown would be disruptive to
the US economy and financial markets, with poten-
tial negative ramifications for the sovereign’s debt
affordability,” it added. — Agencies

and Chinese-owned TikTok—handed in their first
full reports of code compliance. Though voluntary,
aspects of the code underpin parts of new EU leg-
islation known as the Digital Services Act, which
entered force last month and which threatens mas-
sive fines of up to six percent of global turnover for
companies found in breach. “Mr Musk knows that
he is not off the hook by leaving the code of prac-
lice, because now we have the Digital Services Act
fully enforced,” Jourova said.

“My message for Twitter is: you have to comply
with the hard (DSA) law. We'll be walching what
you're doing,” she said. The European Union’s fight
against disinformation has gained importance as
awareness has grown of Russian attempts to sway
European public opinion as it wages war in Ukraine.

Brussels is keen to have online platforms work
hard to curtail misinformation and disinformation
ahead of EU elections happening in June next year.
The risk posed by Russia’s online tactics “is par-
ticularly serious,” the commission vice president
said. “The Russian slate has engaged in the war of
ideas to pollute our information space.” She said
that, between January and April, Google terminated
more than 400 YouTube channels involved in “in-
fluence operations” linked to the Russian state and
removed ads from 300 sites tied to Russian propa-
ganda agencies. — AFP

PARIS: Rich and developing nations alike must
sharply improve their net-zero targets, the Interna-
tional Energy Agency said Tuesday. — AFP

pathway to 1.5C has narrowed in the past two years,
but clean energy technologies are keeping it open,”
said IEA chief Fatih Birol.

The IEA this month forecast that world demand
for oil, gas and coal would peak this decade thanks
to the “spectacular” growth of cleaner energy tech-
nologies and electric cars. But far from resting on
that success, Birol said countries need to work to-
gether to substantially speed up climate action.

Even a small delay in ramping up emissions culs
beyond the current pledges “would cause global
temperature to exceed 1.5C for almost 50 years”, the
report warned. It laid out a potential pathway for the
energy seclor—the largest single source of green-
house gas emissions—Lo achieve nel-zero emissions
and contribute lowards curbing warming Lo 1.5C.
The IEA said staying on track “means almost all
countries must move forward their targeted net zero
dates”, with its pathway based on an “equitable”
redistribution of targets, pulling forward China and
richer countries to allow developing nations more
breathing space to decarbonize after 2050. — AFP
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Sudan’s crucial date industry
struggles in war-hit economy

War destroys economic infrastructure, scares date buyers

KARIMA, Sudan: The lush palm groves of Kari-
ma are a long way from Sudan’s baltlefields, bul
the war's effects are all too present, leaving farmers
struggling to find buyers for this year’s harvest. Pric-
es have collapsed in the vital date industry, the latest
economic seclor Lo become a casually of war in the
northeast African country.
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Date bunches hang in a tree in the beginning of the
harvest season in Barkal. - AFP photos
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Every autumn, until this September, date farmers
in northern Sudan pulled their harvests down from
palm trees, securing a living for months to come. But
five months into the war belween Sudan’s rival gen-
erals, the country’s economic infrastructure has been
destroyved and “buyers are scared”, farmer Al-Falih
Al-Badawi, 54, told AFP.

Sudan is the world’s seventh-largest producer of
dates, growing more than 460,000 tons per year,
according Lo the Uniled Nalions Food and Agricul-
ture Organizalion.

How much of that figure will be available this
year remains Lo be seen, bul farmers in northern Su-

EU trade chief
warns on China
data laws

BEIJING: The EU trade commissioner warned
Tuesday that Chinese regulations governing the
transfer of dala oul of the country, including a re-
vised anti-espionage law, could have “unintended
consequences”.

Speaking at the end of a four-day trip to China,
Valdis Dombrovskis told a press conference that he
had “positive” engagements with local counterparts.
Asked by AFP if he had specifically discussed a re-
cently revised law dramatically expanding China’s
definition of espionage, Dombrovskis said it had
been raised in the context of discussions around
“broader data transfers and data-related remarks”.

“This may be an issue of systemic concern and
it may affect all internationally active companies,

Australian pilots
call on Qantas
chairman to resign

SYDNEY: Qantas pilots called Tuesday on the
Australian carrier’s chairman Richard Goyder to
resign for presiding over “woeful decisions” that
have battered morale and the airline’s reputation.

The call comes after former chief executive
Alan Joyce took early retirement on September
5 as Qantas battled criticism over high prices,
mass ground stalf layoffs and allegations it sold
thousands of tickets for already-cancelled flights.
“Richard Goyder has overseen one of the most
damaging periods in Qantas history which has
included the illegal sacking of 1,700 workers, al-
legations of illegally markeling cancelled flights,
and a terribly managed return to operations after
Covid-19,” Australian and International Pilots As-
sociation president Captain Tony Lucas said in a
statement. “The morale of Qantas pilots has nev-
er been lower. We have lotally lost confidence in
Goyder and his Board.”

The association, which represents Qantas
Group pilots, complained of a “series of woeful
decisions”, saying it was the first time in its 42-
year history that it had called on a chairman of the
airline Lo resign.

“Qantas desperately needs a culture reset but
how can this happen with Richard Goyder as
chairman?” Lucas said.

“Despite overseeing the destruction of the
Qantas brand, Goyder last week accepted a near
Aus$100,000 (US$64,000) pay rise - taking his
pay to Aus$750,000 - while staff are expected to
accept a two-year wage freeze. This is a galling
and tone-deaf decision.”

The pilots’ statement came a day after Qan-
tas vowed to invest an extra Aus$80 million in
the next financial year to June 30, 2024 to soothe
customer “pain points”, including by increasing
the number of seats redeemable by frequent flyer
points and giving more generous support when
“operational issues arise”. Qantas warned at the
same time that fuel prices had increased by about
30 percent since May 2023 and that it may have
Lo “adjust its sellings” to recover some of the ex-
tra cost if higher prices were sustained. — AFP

dan are lucky they could manage a harvest al all. In
Karima — a town on the Nile River about 340 ki-
lometers (210 miles) north of the capital Khartoum
— the groves bustle with young men climbing date
palms, dropping bunches of the brown fruit, beloved
by Sudanese, onto white sheets below. Farmers who
depend on the date industry face colossal challeng-
es moving their products across the country, as do
those in other agricultural seclors.

Along with insecurity, wartime fuel shortages have
severely hindered the ability to transport goods.

Before the war, nearly all trade in highly central-
ized Sudan went through Khartoum. Bul constant air
strikes, artillery blasts and street battles have left the
capital largely off-limits to traders, who fear for their
safety or are turned back by fighters at checkpoints.
“Our main market was IKhartoum”, Badawi said.
Without it, trade is at a standstill and the price for his
crop is in freefall.

In Sudan, one of the world’s most underdevel-
oped countries, dates and other agricultural prod-
ucts were a foundation of the pre-war economy. The
agriculture sector employed more than 80 percent
of the workforce and accounted for 35 to 40 percent
of gross domestic product, according to the Unit-
ed Nations. But now, in much of the country includ-
ing southeastern Gedaref state, known as Sudan’s
breadbasket, the land has been left fallow.

Processing factories have been razed or looted.
Smallholder farmers have no access to financing,
traders have no guarantees of viable markets and in-
dustry heavyweights have given up.

In May, Haggar Group — one of the agriculture
seclor’s largest employers — suspended operations
and laid off thousands of laborers. Even before the
war began, one in three people were in need of hu-
manilarian aid and the country’s farmers — unable
Lo meel domestic food securily needs — struggled
to break even. The date sector in Karima had been in
urgent need of “guidance and agricultural policy”, as
well as resources Lo reduce high rates ol wasle, said

not only European companies but also Chinese
companies,” he said. “There may be unintend-
ed consequences.” “IU’s positive that we held this
engagement now [rom Chinese authorities,” he
added. China has recently implemented expansive
new regulalions covering cybersecurily, counter-
espionage and data management, citing the need
Lo shore up national security.

Bul the new regulations have worried some for-
eign firms, unsure of how their enforcement will
affect their business operations in the world’s sec-
ond-largest economy.

The EU trade chief reiterated this week European
concerns over the laws, stressing they are of “great
concern Lo our business community”. “Their ambi-
guity allows too much room for interpretation,” he
warned. Dombrovskis also said Tuesday that he had
raised the issue of Europe’s ballooning trade deficit
with China, which he said had reached 400 billion
curos ($423 billion). “The dramatic increase of the
trade deficil in recent vears... has made headlines
and has forced us to take a closer look,” he said.

“We need more balance and reciprocity in our
economic engagements.” Economic relations be-
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. BARKAL, Sudan: People collect dates in the beginning of the harvest season in Barkal, in northern Sudan.

Al-Jarah Ahmed Ali, 45, another farmer.

Now the challenges have only worsened. Since
April 15, fighting between army chief Abdel Fattah
Al-Burhan and his former deputy, Mohamed Ham-
dan Daglo, commander of the paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces, has torn Sudan apart. Fighting has
killed nearly 7,500 people, according to a conser-
vative estimate from the Armed Conflict Location
& Event Data Project. More than 4.2 million people
— most of them from the Khartoum area — have
been displaced within Sudan, and another 1.1 million
have fled the country, according to the International
Organization for Migration. Agricultural workers are

tween China and the EU were thrown into the spot-
light this month after the bloc launched a probe into
Chinese subsidies for its electric vehicle industry.
Brussels maintains that Beijing’s subsidies have led
to unfair competition within the European market.
And Dombrovskis told the Tuesday press con-
ference that the EU investigation had come up in
“pretty much all meetings” while in China, empha-
sizing that Europe needed to address “trade-dis-
torting measures”. Another top issue on the EU
trade chiefl’s agenda while in China was Russia’s war
in Ukraine, which Beijing has refused to condemn.
“I have been very clear in all my engagements that
responding to Russia’s aggression against Ukraine
is not just an EU priority, it’s a decisive factor for
virtually all priorities at the present time,” said
Dombrovskis. China has sought to position itself as
a neutral party in the Ukraine conflict, while offer-
ing Moscow a vital diplomatic and financial lifeline
as its international isolation deepens. “We are com-
mitted to supporting Ukraine to victory for as long
as il takes,” Dombrovskis said.

“It is in this context that it's difficult for us to un-
derstand China’s stance.” — AFP
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m after the Soviet collapse, is seen on a mine building in the industrial town of Shakhtinsk on September 9,

2023. - AFP

Workers dying in
ArcelorMittal’s
Kazakh mines

SHAKHTINSK, Kazakhstan: Standing in the vast
windswept plains of the Kazakh steppe, miner Vlad-
imir Khaniev stoically recalled the explosion that left
him permanently disabled. “I heard a bang and the
blast threw me off my feel and I lost consciousness,”
he told AFP. Over the past 15 years, more than 100
workers have lost their lives in mines in KKazakhstan
owned by ArcelorMiltal, a Weslern steel giant con-
trolled by India’s Mittal family.

Khaniev, who worked for 17 years al the compa-
ny’s Lenin mine in the town of Shakhtinsk, was left
unconscious after an explosion tore through a shaft
800 meters (over 2,500 feel) underground last No-
vember, killing five of his colleagues. “On the sur-
face, I look like a healthy guy,” Khaniev said, “but my
head hurts all the lime. I'm short of breath. I'm always
tired. I don’t sleep much.”

In mid-August, another five more people were
killed at the mine, sparking a debate about the ex-
ploitation of workers in a country scarred by com-
munism and authoritarian rule since the collapse of

Soviet Union. Khaniev now suffers from encepha-
lopathy after inhaling methane gas released by the
explosion. “In this company, we are treated like
slaves, and this is the consequence: people are dy-
ing and will continue lo die,” said the 40-year-old,
whose father and grandfather were miners.

Faced with the harrowing toll, President Kassym-
Jomart Tokayev has threalened o ban ArcelorMit-
tal from operating in Kazakhstan. But in a country
teeming with natural resources and where the mining
sector accounts for up to 17 percent of GDP, few ex-
pect that will happen.

“These fatal accidents are happening because of
the greed of the company’s managers,” Khaniev said.

“There has been insufficient investment in new
equipment and safety regulations, and there is a
shortage of staff.” ArcelorMittal Temirtau, the com-
pany’s Kazakh subsidiary, declined an AFP request
for an interview, while local officials refused to talk
aboul the mines. Although an invesligalion eslab-
lished Khaniev's employer was “100 percent” at fault
for the fatal accident, those responsible have still not
been brought to justice. Among the five employees
killed was Denis Inkin, an experienced driller. “My
son was burnt alive. I never saw him again, he was
buried in a closed coffin,” his mother Galina Inkina
told AFP. On her living room table stands a portrait of
her son and a candle, which she lights every morning
in his memory. — AFP

among those joining the exodus, and while they may
find relalive salely in northern Sudan, whether they
can earn enough to survive in a collapsing date mar-
ket is questionable. Among them is Hozaifa Youssef,
a 26-year-old radiologist who left Khartoum to re-
join his family in Karima, where he is helping with
the date harvest.

“I was going Lo India lo gel my masler’s degree,”
but that goal is now on hold, Youssef said.

The veteran farmer, Badawi, has not lost hope.
“We're trying Lo find new markels, even though il’s
going to be more expensive. Hopefully, the price will
adjust and it will all work out.” — AFP

Asian Games put
China tech giants
on podium

HANGZHOU, China: Alibaba was among the
high-profile Chinese tech companies brought to heel
by the ruling Communist Party, but the Asian Games
in the firm’s home city are proving to be a golden op-
portunity. Co-founded by Jack Ma in Hangzhou nearly
25 years ago, the Games would probably grind to a
halt without Alibaba because it runs the mullisport ex-
travaganza’s cloud computing system. It also owns the
Slack-like Dingtalk platform that the army of Games
stalf uses and Alibaba-affiliated Alipay is the only Chi-
nese digital wallet accepled across venues.

Underlining how Alibaba has appeared to have
come in [rom the cold, at least for now, organizers
are shuttling journalists to the group’s campus on day
trips celebraling “a pioneer in China’s Internel econo-
my”. Alibaba’s partnership deals with the Games were
signed before the official crackdown aimed al reining
in China’s burgeoning tech sector.

The Games are now a precious moment for Alibaba
to burnish its image anew and for its representatives
to hobnob with political, business and sports officials
from across China, Asia and beyond.

In 2020 Alibaba became the country’s first tech gi-
ant to bear the brunt of increased oversight. Chinese
authorities called off what would have become one of
the most valuable public listings in history — valued
al $34 billion — for its former subsidiary and Alipay
owner Ant Group.

One month after officials hit the brakes on Ant’s IPO,
Alibaba was investigated for alleged anti-competitive
practices, then issued a fine of $2.8 billion. A series of
moves againsl other lech firms in the following months
slashed major industry players’ markel capitalizations
by billions of dollars.

Authorities targeted companies with fines and
rolled oul rules for seclors ranging from music stream-
ing apps to shopping and car-hailing, citing national
security and anti-trust concerns. Tech bosses, notably
the charismatic Ma, toned down their public behavior
as Beijing grew concerned about their increasing pow-
er and audacity to step out of line.

Experts say that officials have subtly changed their
tune in recent months and softened their grip as the
Chinese economy grapples with flagging growth. Chi-
nese premier Li Qiang in July called for government
departments to “create a fair and competitive market
environment... and improve (ransparent and predict-
able regulation to push for the healthy development of
the industry”, according Lo state-run CGTN.

Alibaba is not the only Chinese digital economy
player gelling its chance to shine at the 19th Asian
Games in Hangzhou, the unofficial home of the coun-
try’s lech industry. Long-lime rival Tencenl is also
seeing its moment of glory, with the new discipline of
eSports — which has proved wildly popular with fans
dominated by Tencent-linked Litles. The ascendance
of eSports to a medal event at the Games comes after
another lengthy official campaign, this one against vid-
co gaming, part of the larger tech crackdown. — AFP
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NBK launches NBK Tech Academy

The first-of-its-kind in Kuwait to focus on digital technologies

KUWAIT: Demonstrating its unwavering commit-
ment Lo investing in the human capital, National
Bank of Kuwait (NBK) greatly focuses on pro-
viding the Kuwaili youth with the besl-in-class
and most advanced training programs as per the
highest international standards. In this context, the
bank has launched the first wave of its new NBK
Tech Academy.

NBK Tech Academy is one of its kind. It is the
first of its kind Academy, focusing on digital and data
technologies. It is a professional training program
to prepare and qualify young Kuwaiti talents to join
the banking sector. NBK Academy was established
in 2008, and after 28 successful waves and more
than 190 active graduales, NBK Tech Academy was
established due to the growing need for talents in
the tech areas of the bank. The opening ceremony
of the new trainees was attended by Isam Al-Sager,
Vice-Chairman and Group CEO of National Bank
of Kuwait, Shaikha Al-Bahar, Deputy Group CEO of
NBK and Salah Al-Fulaij, CEO of NBK-Kuwait. The
attendees also included Faisal A Al-Hamad, CEO -
Global Wealth Management, Mohamed Al-Othman,
CEO - Consumer and Digital Banking Group, Mo-
hammad Al-Kharafi, COO - Head of Group Opera-
tlions and Information Technology, and Emad Al-Ab-
lani, GM — Group Human Resources.

The program runs for six months until March
2024, with 10 participants receiving intensive train-
ing covering lechnical skills for advancing their
careers including, but not limited to: FinTech, Data
Analytics, Ethics in Technology, Cyber Security,
Fundamentals of Digital Payments, Digital Innova-
tion, Artificial Intelligence, Scripting and Program-
ming, Fundamentals of Codifications, and Finance
for Non Finance Professionals.

In addition to technical skills, the program also
focuses on developing soft skills including, but not
limited to: Teamwork and Team Building, Business

A technician works on metal separators for recy-
cling batteries and magnets at the research centre
of the Atomic Energy and Alternative Energies Com-
mission (CEA) in Marcoule, southern France. — AFP

Need for critical
metals: Dilemmas
for investors

PARIS: Soaring demand for the raw materials need-
ed for the transition towards renewable cnergy is
crealing dilemmas for investors weighing the eco-
nomic, environmental and human rights risks of such
projects. With demand for fossil fuels expected to
peak by the end of the decade, the focus is shifting
towards lithium, cobalt, copper and other materials
that are extracted from the earth through heavy la-
bor and leave scars in the environment.

Demand for lithium—an essential component
of car batteries—could increase ninefold between
2022 and 2050, according lo the International En-
ergy Agency (IEA). Lithium demand has already Lri-
pled in the past five years. Lithium and other metals
that the IEA calls “key to the clean energy transition”
will be the topic of a summil hosted by the global
energy watchdog in Paris on Thursday.

Demand for cobalt will have increased from
171,000 tons Lo 524,700 tons by 2050, according
to the IEA, with nickel requirements set to soar 120
percent in the same timeframe. The IEA said in a
July report that investment in the mining sector is
still insufficient to meel demand, and also flagged
concerns that a high concentration of new projects
were clustered in a small number of countries. “This
is a huge issue,” said Jason Schenker, president of
Prestige Economics. “We have massive shortfalls
across commodities.”

‘A lot of money’

Swedish management company AuAg Funds has
developed an investment portfolio dedicated to “es-
sential metals”, where the money placed in the fund
is invested in shares of mining companies, smelting,
refining and other parts of the supply chain. “We
give exposure through equily to all metals: copper,
silver, aluminium, lithium, uranium, cobalt,” Christo-
pher Svensson, founder and co-portfolio manager at
AuAg Funds, told AFP. To comply with financial reg-
ulations, however, it is not possible for them to invest
directly in a specific project, only in the companies.
Schenker warns a lot of investment is needed in proj-
ects that will take a long time to deliver.

“The amount of additional mining, refining, smelt-
ing, and everything thal’s going Lo be needed Lo gel us
where we need to be in terms of supply is a number
very difficult to come lo, because every lime you're
opening a new mine, it involves a lot of money,” he
said. “These are large capital investments and they
take many years to put in place before you really
begin Lo see thal return and the number of mines,”
added Schenker. Svensson said il needs “15-20 years
to start a new mine”. The mining sector also presents
significant concerns around human rights and envi-
ronmental pollution. Cases where the lives of mine
workers are endangered, natural habitat is destroyed
or local populations are negatively impacted regularly
steal headlines. Others express concerns over carbon
emissions from production and refining sites. — AFP

Najla Al-Sager: The Academy aims to nurture and develop the
next generation of digital professionals

Gadeer Al-Kooheji: We seek to attract high-caliber talent and
actively support NBK’s accelerating digital transformation

Planning and Business Analysis, Writing Skills, De-
livering Results, Meeting Customer Expectation and
Customer Centlricily, Presentation Skills, Produc-
tivity in the Workplace, Business Ethics, Principles
and Values, Learning and Researching, Project and
Change Management, and Customer Experience.
Talents are [resh Kuwaili universily graduales,
with up to 4 years of experience, a high GPA, hold-

Air France-KLM to
order 50 long-haul
Airbus A350s

PARIS: Air France-KLM announced Monday that
it was going to place a “major order” for 50 long-
haul Airbus A350s, as part of its effort to introduce
more fuel-efficient planes. The Dutch-French group
said the planes, which represent an order of more
than $16 billion (15.1 billion euros) at the given listed
price without counting any discounts applied, will be
delivered between 2026 and 2030.

The order is also accompanied by acquisition
rights for 40 additional aircraft. The statement said
the order was “an evolutionary order, providing the
group with flexibility to allocate aircraft within its
portfolio of airlines, according to market dynamics
and local regulatory conditions.” Air France-KLLM
CEO Benjamin Smith said the order was “a major
step in the renewal of the group’s fleel”.

He said the Airbus 350 “is a quicter, more fuel
efficient and more cost-effective aircraft com-
pared to previous generations” that would be “in-
strumental in helping the group reach our ambi-
tious sustainability targets”.

The order aims to replace 33 older generation
Boeing 777-200s and A330s from the two airlines.
The Airbus 350 is one of several more fuel efficient
long-distance jets, along with other later generation
planes including the Boeing 787 Dreamliner.

Air travel demand
Smith said that the group had set a target to re-
duce CO2 emissions per passenger kilometer by 30
percent by 2030. And the group said in Monday’s
statement that the Airbus A350 consumes 25 percent
less fuel than the previous generation of aircraft of a

Huawei Watch GT 4
is now available
for pre-order

KUWAIT: The Huawei Watch GT 4, the upcoming
flagship smartwatch from Huawei, is now available
for pre-order. This new watch adopts a [resh de-
sign on its exterior and introduces enhanced health
and fitness fealures. It brings users holistic health
management with more accurale heart rale moni-
toring and improved sleep tracking. The watch also
debuts the Sleep Breathing Awareness feature and
the innovative Stay Fit calorie management app.
The Huawei Walch GT 4 is a fashion accessory thal
can complement any outfit and personality while
also being a smart companion that helps you stay
healthy and productive.

The Huawei Watch GT 4 is available for pre-order
from today. Huawei has always woven innovalive de-
sign into the DNA of its wearables. With the Walch
GT 4, Huawei is blending haute couture-inspired
aesthelic design and leading-edge wearable tech-

Alibaba plans to

list logistics arm
in Hong Kong IPO

BEIJING: Chinese e-commerce gianl Alibaba
said Tuesday it intends to spin off its logistics arm
Cainiao through an initial public offering in Hong
Kong as the firm undergoes a massive restruclur-
ing. After years of turbulence in the Chinese tech
seclor, Alibaba announced in March it was divid-
ing itself into six entities, with the goal of listing
them separately, along with the replacement of
CEO Daniel Zhang.

ing a degree in in MIS, Information Security, Data
Science, Computer Science, and Engineering.

On this occasion, Najla Al-Sager, Head of Talent
Management, Group Human Resources at Nation-
al Bank of Kuwait, said: “We are proud to launch
NBK Tech Academy, which aligns with the growing
demands for digilal talents and skills. Through the
Academy, we aim to qualify the next generation of
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professionals to lead the technological advancement
and innovation in NBK.”

“The new NBK Tech Academy reflects NBK’s vi-
sion Lo keep up with the growing needs and demands
ol the digilal era, and its keen endeavors Lo nurlure
and develop highly-skilled talents in areas like MIS,
Information Security, Data Science, and Computer
Science,” she noted. “NBK has unwavering dedi-
calion lo driving innovation, which is reflected in
launching this academy as a milestone on this way of
nurturing Kuwaiti talent and preparing a new gener-
ation of digital professionals,” she added.

On her part, Gadeer Al-Kooheji, Head of Talent
Acquisition, Group Human Resources at National
Bank of Kuwait said: “Launching NBK Tech Acad-
emy for selected high-caliber young candidates in
Llechnical and digital fields aligns with the stralegy
of Group Human Resources’ Talent Acquisition De-
partment, which aims Lo altract top-notch talent to
support the bank’s accelerating digital growth.”

“The Academy will provide fresh graduates as
well as experienced candidates, in technical domains
with high-level training and development opportu-
nities, and actively contribute in shaping the future
of banking and digital services, propelling Kuwait
to new horizons in banking innovation,” she men-
tioned. Delivering on its CSR commitments towards
the youth, NBK provides young national talent from
students and [resh graduales a variely of lrain-
ing programs lo empower them with professional
knowledge and expertise and practical training, in
preparation to join the banking business.

NBK maintains its leadership in the private sec-
lor in lerms of allracling, training, upskilling na-
tional talent and qualifying them to join the banking
sector. The bank also stands out as the employer of
choice for national professionals, with the highest
Kuwaitization and employee retention ratios across
the private sector.

/

AMSTERDAM AIRPORT SCHIPHOL, Netherlands: An Air France plane is pictured on the tarmac of the
Schiphol airport. Air France-KLM announced on September 25, 2023 that it was going to place a “major

order” for 50 long-haul Airbus A350s. — AFP

similar size, largely due o the use of lighter materi-
als. In July, Air France-KLM said it had doubled its
net profit in the second quarter, benefiting from high
demand in air travel despite rising inflation which has
increased costs.

The group posted a net profit of 604 million euros
($662 million) between January and June, and said
sales rose by 13.7 percent compared with the same
period in 2022. Ticket prices have soared since the
pandemic, driven by rising fuel costs, increased de-
mand and capacity constraints.

The group managed to turn a profit last year
after having lost 11 billion euros during the pan-
demic, requiring the governments of France and

nology. The walch comes in two sizes: 46mm and
4lmm. The 46mm version features a unique octa-
gon-shaped walch body, a tribute Lo the classic lux-
ury walches bul with a modern twisL. The 4lmm ver-
sion boasts a pendant-like design that exudes grace
and sophistication. The watch also offers a variely of
colors and walchbands Lo choose from so thal you
can malch your mood and outfit.

The Huawei Watch GT 4 has an exceptional bat-
tery life of up to 14 days on the 46mm and up to
7 days on the 41lmm. This extended baltery life en-
sures thal you can always rely on your walch without
frequent recharging. The Watch GT 4 brings a new
era where fashion and personal health monitoring
go hand in hand. Notably, it comes with an upgrad-
ed TruSeen 5.5+ hearl rale moniloring Lechnology,
which brings a whole new level of precision and ac-
curacy to heart rate and workout tracking.

What's more, the Watch GT 4 introduces the in-
novative Stay Fit app, which helps you control your
calories and manage weight. It counts your calories,
shows you how much you need to burn, and gives
you weight control plans to achieve your health
goals. The watch also supports over 100 sports
modes and workout types, including Padel, a pop-
ular racket sport that combines elements of tennis

Zhang, who was initially supposed to take charge
of the firm’s new cloud computing branch in Sep-
tember after stepping down, left just as he was
supposed Lo take up his new post. Alibaba said it
intends to spin off Cainiao “by way of a separate
listing of the Cainiao Shares”, according Lo its filing
with the Hong Kong Stock Exchange.

It did not give a limelable for the move or how
much it hoped to raise. According to Hong Kong
daily The South China Morning Post, which is
owned by Alibaba, Cainiao aims to raise at least $1
billion on the stock market, which would make it the
world’s biggest IPO this year. In addition Lo e-com-
merce and logistics, Hangzhou-based Alibaba has
business operations spanning cloud computing,
media and entertainment, and artificial intelligence.

The changes come afler years of turbulence for

the Netherlands to intervene.

Air-France and KLLM were also among 17 Euro-
pean airlines hit by a consumer complaint filed with
the EU’s executive arm earlier this year accusing the
companies of greenwashing—the practice of mak-
ing misleading climate-related claims. The European
Consumer Organization, or BEUC, said in June that
there should be a Europe-wide investigation and for
airlines to “stop making claims that give consumers
the impression that flying is sustainable”.

Dutch environmental groups last year also
threatened to take KLM to court over what they
said were “misleading adverts” that promoted fly-
ing as suslainable. — AFP

and squash. The watch also introduces the Sleep
Breathing Awareness feature, which delects inter-
ruptions in your breathing while asleep and helps
you improve your sleep quality.

With the Watch GT 4, you can make or receive
calls, send or receive messages, check nolifica-
tions, control music playback, and more. Plus, it is
compatible with Android and iOS and works with
them seamlessly. So, don’t miss this opportunity to
pre-order vours.

China’s Lech firms, as authoritlies sought o rein in
the powerful but poorly regulated sector. Alibaba
was the first to fall foul of official scrutiny in 2020,
with Beijing pulling the plug on a planned IPO by
its affiliate Ant Group at the last minute in what
should have been one of the largest listings in his-
tory al $34 billion.

A record fine of $2.75 billion was later imposed
on the tech giant for alleged unfair business prac-
tices. Those measures marked the start of a tighten-
ing of regulation of the tech sector, which severe-
ly hit the profitability of the digital giants. After its
heavy-handed approach, the Chinese government is
now showing support for the digital economy, an im-
portant source of growth and potential jobs at a time
when the economy is under pressure. But the sector
has nol yel regained its former dynamism. — AFP
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THE 'TYRANNY OF THINNESS
STILL DOMINATES FASHION

espite claims that the fashion
Dindustry is embracing curvi-

er bodies, the data suggests it
could be guilty of what one expert calls
“fat-washing”. While a handful of plus-
size models such as Paloma Elsesser
have grabbed media attention in recent
years, the figures shows they remain
a vanishingly small minority. Vogue
Business looked at 9,137 outfits un-
veiled during 219 shows in New York,
London, Milan and Paris last season
and found that 0.6 percent were plus-
size—defined as US size 14 or above,
which is actually the average size for a
woman in the United States—and only
3.8 percent were size 6-12.

This means 95.6 percent of outfits
presented were in US size 0-4. Paolo
Volonte, who teaches sociology of
fashion in Milan, says brands use a few
curvy models to deflect criticism. “It's
‘fat-washing’,” he told AFP, comparing
it to criticisms of cynical “green-wash-
ing” by which the industry is accused of
making empty climate pledges.

“They use curvy models in their
shows to show inclusivity but in fact

this is to preserve and maintain a sys-
tem based on the tyranny of the thin
ideal,” Volonte said. Ekaterina Ozhi-
ganova, a 20-year-old model and law
student, says luxury brands simply
“refuse to represent normal people”.
Medium-sized women “are often told
either to lose weight... or to push them-
selves up to XL,” she told AFP. “Neither
is healthy.”

‘Darling, that’s the job’

Ozhiganova’s advocacy group,
Model Law, carried out a survey that
found nine out of 10 models felt pres-
sure to change their bodies, more than
half on a regular basis. “It’'s very hard
for them to talk about,” she said. “If you
complain, everyone will just say: ‘Dar-
ling, that’s the job.” How it became “the
job” is a question of history.

Volonte says the obsession with
thinness dates back to the birth of
industrial production techniques. Pre-
viously, designers made clothes spe-
cific to individuals. In the mass pro-
duction era, they use small templates
which they scale up for larger sizes.

This only works up to a certain size,
however, after which fat and muscle
can change the shape of bodies in
more complex ways.

“It is much more expensive to pro-
duce and sell clothing on higher sizes
and requires more expertise,” said Vo-
lonte. At the same time, thinness be-
came firmly associated with wealth—
having the time and money to work
on your body—an aspiration that has
been deeply entrenched by advertis-
ing and the day-to-day practices of the
fashion industry.

‘A fantasy world’

There have been efforts to change
things since the early 2000s when
fears spread that size-zero models
were encouraging anorexia in young
people. Since 2017, France requires
models to pass medical examina-
tions, while the country’s two biggest
luxury conglomerates, LVMH and
Kering, signed charters vowing to
stop using size-zero models.

But with sizes varying from one
brand to the next, this is hard to en-

force. Designers are as trapped in
the status quo as everyone else. Elite
couturier Mohammad Ashi says dis-
crimination based on race and gender
has been fairly well tackled in fashion,
but shape is tricky. “We’re not trying
to avoid it, but from an industrial point
of view, we can’t produce a plus-size
dress. We sell what we show and |
know our clients personally. It's just
business,” he told AFP.

Couturier Julien Fournie has used
pregnant models and his favorite model,
Michaela Tomanova, has “six centime-
ters everywhere more than the others”.
But he says, “fashion remains fashion...
It's a fantasy world and that will never
change fundamentally.”—AFP

File photo shows model Naomi
Campbell walks the runway of
the Dolce & Gabbana fashion
show during the Milan Fashion
Week Womenswear Spring/Sum-
mer 2024. — AFP

Wednesday, September 27, 2023

Model walk the runway of the Pierre Cardin show during the Paris Fashion Week Womenswear Spring/Summer 2024 in Paris.--AFP photos

PARIS FASHION WEEK

opens with drama and dashes of humor

ilan Fashion Week was not
M even over and the fashionistas

were already back in Paris on
Monday for another 100-plus shows in
the hectic womenswear season. The
spring-summer 2024 collections in the
French capital run until October 3, with
107 brands presenting, of which 67 are
giving runway shows. All eyes are on
Balmain’s show on Wednesday night
after the dramatic theft of 50 of its out-
fits. Armed robbers seized the clothes
on their way from Charles de Gaulle
Airport to Balmain’s Paris headquar-
ters, leaving creative director Olivier
Rousteing racing to pull together a re-
placement collection.

This week also sees final shows
for two big name designers. Gabriela
Hearst is leaving Chloe after fewer than
three years. Her sustainable focus was
critically acclaimed but did not bring a
major boost to sales. It will also be the
last show for Sarah Burton, who took
over at Alexander McQueen following
the founder’s suicide in 2010.

Paris is the last of the big four fash-
ion weeks in the busy September cal-
endar that sees back-to-back events
in London, New York and Milan. The
biggest story this season has been a
new creative director at Gucci. The
debut by Sabato de Sarno in Milan on
Friday was a relatively low-key affair
but gave a boost to the share price of
French parent company Kering, which
has been struggling lately to keep up
with its major rival, LVMH.

The first day of Paris Fashion Week
always focuses on emerging design-
ers and there was excitement this year
about avant-garde newcomer Marie
Adam-Leenaerdt from Belgium, who
brought a dash of much-needed humor
to the opening show. It opened with a
chorus singing “Let’s go to the beach!”
only to follow it with a series of decid-
edly un-beachy grey, formal and struc-
tured outfits before introducing some
more summery Barbie pink and sky-
blue dresses.

“There’s something very Belgian
about it,” the 27-year-old designer told
AFP backstage. “It’s important for me
to play with the codes and have some
paradoxes.” Also showing on Monday
was Victor Weinsanto, a former classi-
cal dancer who trained in fashion with
Jean Paul Gaultier and loves to bring
cabaret to the catwalk. There were
doses of humor—opening with an ex-
travagant wedding gown that he said
was designed for “a woman who gets
married entirely in Swarovski”.

But he also showed a more se-
rious side, with structured and chic
pieces alongside more offbeat items
like hooded suit jackets. Far from a
newcomer, but long absent from the
official line-up in Paris, is Pierre Car-
din, which returned to the catwalk for
the first time in 25 years last season
and was back with a glamorous show
on Monday night. The label’s founder
died in 2020 and his nephew Rodrigo
Basilicati-Cardin is currently in charge
but is embroiled in a bitter succession
dispute with family members who have
accused each other of fraud and other
crimes.—AFP

US fashion icon
model Alva Chinn
walks the runway

of the Pierre Cardin
show.
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ozens of pooches on Sun-
day splashed around an
outdoor swimming pool in
southern England as part of
the Saltdean Lido’s “Dogtember” swim
sessions for both dogs and their own-
ers. The event, spanning four week-
ends in September, marks the end of
the summer season at the Saltdean
Lido, a 1930s Art Deco venue just
outside the seaside town of Brighton.
Dogs come to enjoy some aquatic fun
such as fetching balls from the water
or taking turns down a slide in a splash
pool during what is said to be the big-
gest dog swim event in the UK.
“Dogtember is probably one of the
most bonkers but most fun events that
we operate at Saltdean Lido,” said Dery-
ck Chester, one of the directors of the

A dog shakes after exiting the water during
the 2023 Saltdean Lido Dog Swim event.

Saltdean Lido Community Interest Com-
pany, which currently holds the lease for
the site. Around 8,000 dogs and people
from all over the UK are expected to take
part over the course of the month, Ches-
ter added. Dogs of all breeds are wel-
come but some events are also breed
meet-ups such as the “Gold Rush” ses-
sion for golden retrievers.

Kelly Wilkinson had come with her
dog Ziggy, a cocker spaniel and spring-
er spaniel mix, who she said is a “water
doggy”. “He loves swimming so we bring
him here so he can live his best life,” she
told AFP. Jeff Stanbridge said his eight-
months-old puppy Vinny was feeling a
bit “overwhelmed” and staying out of the
water for the moment. “But he loves run-
ning around with the other dogs and it’s
a great thing to do | think,” he added.

A woman swim with her dogs during the
2023 Saltdean Lido Dog Swim event.

‘Dog heaven’

Another dog owner, Jenny Knight,
said this is her third time coming to the
event, which this year runs until Oc-
tober 1. “We try and come every year
because its fab, it's like dog heaven,”
Knight said. The event also helps raise
funds for the restoration of the Salt-
dean Lido, which first opened to the
public in 1938.

The venue was forced to close
in 1940 with the start of World War I
during which it was used as a water
tank for the National Fire Service. After
the war, the changing rooms inside the
lido’s main building—resembling the
front of a cruise liner—were used for
church services and a Sunday school.
It reopened as a swimming pool only
two decades later, in 1964, restored by

A dog retrieves a ball during the 2023 Salt-
dean Lido Dog Swim event.

A dog swims during the 2023 Saltdean Lido
Dog Swim event, in the coastal village of
Saltdean, near Brighton, southern England.

the local council.

In 2010 a former leaseholder want-
ed to redevelop the site but it was saved
by the efforts of the local community,

Owners swim with their dogs during the
2023 Saltdean Lido Dog Swim event.

Wednesday, September 27, 2023

which led to the founding of the Salt-
dean Lido Community Interest Compa-
ny. Dogtember is now in its sixth year
and is on track to raise over £60,000
this season, according to Chester. “The
income from the dog swims actually
supports the human swims throughout
the season” and contributes to the res-
toration of the building, Chester said.

He added that a lot of the people in-
volved are volunteers, who “believe in
the Saltdean Lido restoration project as
well as being dog lovers”. “It's a really
community-inspired atmosphere here,”
he said. “I am not sure who enjoys it
the most: the dogs, the swimmers, the
volunteers, the humans. Everyone’s
smiling.”—AFP
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A dog jumps into the water. — AFP photos

Belgium students’
love story with
Taylor Swift

hubbub grips the class in the Bel-
Agian city of Ghent as university
students eagerly discuss wheth-
er US pop star Taylor Swift is a “literary
genius”. The question elicits passionate
responses from students, and it’s an ex-
ercise their professor hopes will enliven
their engagement with more traditional
figures of the English Literature canon.
The course is among a handful that
have popped up at universities around
the world as pop titan Swift has racked
up hits and awards and as her Eras Tour
is expected to set a record for the first
billion-dollar tour. “To read her lyrics with-
out the context of the song, it can feel
like poetry,” one student says, after the
teacher opens the floor to discussion.

Taylor Swift

Another student pipes up to suggest
it’s too soon to say Swift, 33, has had
the same cultural impact as William
Shakespeare, known around the world
for many centuries. While Shakespeare
wrote at least 38 plays, Swift has re-
corded 10 albums. Some will wonder
what Shakespeare and his peers share
in common with today’s biggest US
singer-songwriter.

Well, they are all the subject of Elly
McCausland’s course called “Literature
(Taylor’s Version)” for Master’s degree
students at Ghent University, which will
run until the end of the year. During the
first class on Monday, assistant profes-
sor McCausland piqued the students’
curiosity with controversial questions,
including why certain authors and litera-
ture are considered timeless, while oth-
er books are not valued the same way.

McCausland’s goal? To make liter-
ature more accessible. “I'd like to get
people excited about literature, thinking
about literature in a new way and real-
izing that actually even literature from
centuries and centuries ago still has
something to add to our conversations,”
she told AFP at the class.

‘Swift is a real poet’

The 10-session course will use
Swift’s songs as references for themes
and will focus on a series of historic
texts including Charlotte Bronte’s Vil-
lette, lesser known than Jane Eyre. The

course has proved popular, with 61 stu-
dents signed up, twice as many as usu-
al. There are even students from oth-
er parts of Belgium. Zina Ringoot, 20,
had learned just hours before that she
could attend the course and made the
90-minute trip to Ghent from Antwerp in
the northeast.

“'m a huge Taylor Swift fan,” said
Ringoot, an English literature Master’s
student. “I'm hoping to write my thesis
on Taylor Swift's album ‘folklore’ and
how it connects to romanticism. So
| thought | would get a lot out of this
class.” Not everyone in the class is a
Swiftie, as her fans call themselves.

Joris Verschelde, 21, admitted he
was “not that big of a fan” but wanted to
“see the connection between the songs
and what what we already learned” in the
older texts. Laughter often fills the win-
dowless auditorium, despite the fact that
serious themes are on the agenda, in-
cluding feminism, sexism and misogyny.

When McCausland asks: “Who are
the gatekeepers” of English literature,
one student quips: “Abunch of old men!”

Even if critics reject comparisons
with the canonical greats, Swift has
fans even among Shakespeare ex-
perts including British academic Sir
Jonathan Bate. After attending a con-
cert during Swift's record-breaking
Eras tour, Bate wrote in the Sunday
Times in April: “I came away with
confirmation of a thought | first had
15 years ago: this isn’t just high-class
showbiz, Taylor Swift is a real poet.”

Beyond Belgium

University courses looking at Swift
have been popping up around the world.
New York University’s Clive Davis Insti-
tute launched its first-ever course on
Swift last year, and Queen Mary Univer-
sity of London offered a summer school
this year looking at Swift through a liter-
ary lens. In Arizona, PhD student Alex-
andra Wormley is hosting a course on
the social psychology of Swift at Arizona
State University this autumn.

Critics online and even some me-
dia pundits have pondered just what it
is about Swift that is so appealing. For
Clio Doyle, an academic who hosted the
summer course at Queen Mary, “Swift is
a really fascinating songwriter”.

The lecturer in early modern liter-
ature added that another reason she
looked at Swift was because of her pop-
ularity and the discussions surrounding
her work. “A course about Swift would
be an opportunity for students both to
deepen their readings of Swift’s lyrics
and to think about what it means to
study something as literature,” Doyle,
who runs a similarly-themed podcast
about Swift, told AFP.

The summer course will be offered
again next year, and interest is not lim-
ited to the United States or Europe.
The University of Melbourne will host
a three-day “Swiftposium” looking at
Swift’s cultural, economic and global im-
pact in February 2024, the same month
her tour arrives in Australia.—AFP

‘Dead Man Walking, an emotional
look at death row, opens Met Opera season

ter Helen Prejean entered the pub-

lic eye for her memoir “Dead Man
Walking,” a recounting of her relation-
ship with a death row inmate whose
execution she withessed. The 1993
best-selling memoir was made into
an Oscar-winning film starring Susan
Sarandon and Sean Penn, as well as
an opera examining love, pain and
redemption that after twenty-some
years on the stage is core to the con-
temporary canon, and this Tuesday
gets its Met debut in New York.

The operatic version of “Dead Man
Walking” was composed by Jake Heggie,
with Terrence McNally penning the libret-
to. This year’s haunting Met production
features mezzo-soprano Joyce DiDona-
to as Sister Helen. Bass-baritone Ryan
McKinny plays the death-row inmate Jo-
seph De Rocher, while soprano Latonia
Moore takes on the role of Sister Rose,
and mezzo-soprano Susan Graham—
who sang Helen Prejean in 2000 when
it premiered in San Francisco—plays De
Rocher’s mother.

The real Sister Helen is now 84 years
old, and has spent the latter half of her life
as a leading American advocate urging
the abolition of capital punishment, which
remains legal in many US states. After
witnessing the death by electric chair of
Elmo Patrick Sonnier—who the character
of Joseph De Rocher is based on—she
has accompanied a number of prisoners
to their executions and hopes her book,
the film and the opera can “wake people
up” to her belief that the death penalty is
morally wrong.

“'m just so glad the story, and the
reality is getting out to people,” she told
AFP backstage during an intermission of
the final dress rehearsal prior to Tues-
day’s opening. Executions are “a secret
ritual,” she said, which few people bear
witness to, recalling a Latin American ex-
pression she encountered while working
in the region: “What the eye doesn’t see

It’s been three decades since Sis-

Opera singer Susan Graham (center) per-
forms during the dress rehearsal of “Dead
Man Walking”.

the heart can’t feel.” “So we need art to
pull back the curtain and bring people
into the reality of it.”

Forgiveness?

The Met’s stark staging of “Dead Man
Walking”—directed by Ivo van Hove—be-
gins with a short film depicting the murder
and rape for which De Rocher was con-
victed. In the next moment Sister Helen,
who begins a correspondence with the
convict as part of her Order’s communi-
ty outreach, is preparing to meet him at
Louisiana State Penitentiary in Angola.

Throughout the performance the
two main characters are frequently on-
stage together, without the partitions or
shackles that typically characterize the
production—letting the austere stage
become an emotional prison of its own.
“It's an opera about the death penalty,
but in my mind it’s really not—it’s about,
can you see the humanity in everyone?
Particularly someone who’s done terrible
things?” McKinny, who plays De Rocher,
told AFP.

“It's really about seeing everyone in-
volved as human beings and asking, ‘Is
forgiveness possible?” For Sister Helen,
it's also about helping people to com-
prehend suffering—not only that carried

out by individuals, but the kind perpetu-
ated by society. “There’s the... thing of
blaming individuals, we never look at the
context of the culture in the society,” she
said, adding that beyond asking who did
what, it’s important to ask, “What did we
do wrong?”

The Met’s production of “Dead Man
Walking” is part of the 143-year-old insti-
tution’s shift towards more contemporary
works, as it aims to diversify its audi-
ences that traditionally skew elderly and
white. In recent years the company has
found success at the box office with op-
eras by living composers, including “The
Hours” and “Fire Shut Up In My Bones.”
Both are returning this season. The pres-
tigious house will also stage “X: The Life
and Times of Malcolm X” in November.

For Moore, the star American so-
prano who plays Sister Rose, the Met’s
move towards the contemporary is “nec-
essary to show that we support American
opera composers, and American artists
here.” “For years it’s been such an inter-
national art form simply because opera is
not really in the forefront of the arts here
in America,” she told AFP in her dress-
ing room. But in recent years Moore said
she’s felt that change, giving her a sense
of “American pride.” —AFP

“Of course we want the classics, but if
we don’t do something to move forward,
and we don’t incorporate our own culture
into this art form, then the art form will die
in this country.”

Moore added that it's also about
broadening the appeal of opera to less-in-
formed audiences. “For those people that
think operas are for fuddy-duddies, and
its just the horns and ‘Figaro, figaro,”
she said contemporary works like “Fire”
or “Dead Man Walking” offer something
“they can really touch and relate to.” “It's
tangible to them emotionally.”—AFP

Opera singers Joyce DiDonato (right) and Ryan McKinny perform during the dress rehearsal of “Dead Man Walking” at the Metropolitan
Opera in New York.--AFP photos
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Sardines are pictured inside a bucket of
water during the Lisbon’s Saint Anthony
celebration.

Canned sardines are pictured at Thai Union,
an international seafood and canned fish
company, at the company’s canned fish
factory in Peniche.

on board of “Deus Nao Falta” (God is not
missing) fishing boat.
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A sardine is pictured in a box covered with
ice at Peniche port.

Stock photo

hoto agency Getty Images is
Plaunching an image generator
powered by artificial intelligence
and using its trove of stock photos, the
company said Monday. With one of the
world’s most extensive photo archives,
Getty is positioning itself as a compet-
itor to the giants of generative Al, such
as Dall-E creator OpenAl or Google,
with its Imagen program, but also start-
ups Midjourney or Stable Diffusion.
Midjourney became famous earlier
this year as the software behind the

Sardines are grilled during the
Saint Anthony celebration.

The humble sardine, a feature
of the street parties that pop
up across Portugal in summer,
makes up two thirds of the country’s
fish catch and has spawned an im-
portant canning industry. “Where
there are sardines, there are people,
beer, friends and a sense of commu-
nity. Sardines bring people togeth-
er,” 27-year-old Goncalo Ortega told
AFP at a Sardine Festival street par-
ty in Lisbon this summer.

Nearly every town and village
has its own summer festivities, with
open-air dancing and, of course,
the aroma of sardines grilling on an
outdoor barbecue. “The sardine is
the most abundant, most commonly
found fish up and down the Portu-
guese coast. It’'s a really important
part of people’s diet, not just in fish-
ing villages but also in major urban
centers,” explained Alvaro Garrido,
an expert in the economic history of
the fishing industry.

“In that sense, sardine fishing
is of huge social importance, even
more than Portugal’s iconic salted
cod,” he said. The Portuguese eat
more fish than any other nation in the
27-member European Union. Most of
the fish is imported, notably the salt-
ed cod which features so prominent-
ly in the country’s traditional cuisine
but is actually fished in more north-
erly waters. “Portugal has a chronic
trade deficit in fish products because
of the salted cod imports.

widely shared image of Pope Francis
wearing a white puffer jacket, as well
as another showing a fake arrest of for-
mer US president Donald Trump. Getty
said its new product, titled Generative
Al by Getty Images, was being made
in partnership with Al chip giant Nvid-
ia and that it would only be accessible
to clients, not the general public. The
service will be subscription-based, with
rates based on the number of queries
submitted by the customer, a spokes-
person told AFP on Monday.
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Women are pictured wearing a “sardine hat” during Lisbon’s Saint
Anthony celebration at Aifama neighborhood in Lisbon.

Wednesday, September 27, 2023

Employees of Thai Union, an international
seafood and canned fish company, prepare
canned sardines.

# The humble sardine: A key

H

That’s balanced out somewhat by
exports of tinned sardines,” Garrido
said. “Sardine fishing is special be-
cause it’s a tradition. Everyone loves
sardines, especially good quality
ones,” said Agonia Torrao, the cap-
tain of a fishing boat based in the port

Getty Images, which has a dis-
tribution partnership with AFP and
other news and photo outlets, said
it depended solely on its own stock
photo library to build the Al. The
company said it plans to remunerate
photographers whose images were
used to develop the software, who
will receive a share of the revenues
generated by the new tool.

Getty and Nvidia “want to devel-
op these tools in a responsible way
that returns benefits to creators and

of Peniche, in central Portugal. “You
can find large numbers of sardines all
along our coasts. That's why we fish
for them,” the 51-year-old told AFP.
Despite its historic importance and
the pride of place it holds in the Portu-
guese imagination, the fishing industry

ingredient of Portuguese life

T

is in decline. According to the office of
national statistics, there were 14,000
fishermen in Portugal last year on
7,600 boats, around a third fewer than
20 years ago. — AFP

Employees of Thai Union, an international seafood and canned fish company, prepare
canned sardines at the company’s canned fish factory in Peniche.

missing) fishing boat in Peniche.

glant Getty releases Al image generator

doesn’t pass risks on to customers,
and this collaboration is testament to
the fact that’s possible,” said Grant
Farhall, Getty chief product officer.
Many of the companies involved in
generative Al creation are being sued
by artists, coders and writers for hav-
ing used their works to create the
generative technology, without per-
mission or remuneration. — AFP

Fishermen fill up the fish tanks with sardines on board of “Deus Nao Falta” (God is not




14

Kuwait =5 Cimes

161

Sports

Wednesday, September 27, 2023

‘Killer Miller’ holds record he
would prefer not to have

Renowned for hitting big sixes and has cleared all grandstands

JOHANNESBURG: David Miller holds an interna-
tional cricket record he would prefer not to have. No
one has played more international cricket without
playing in a Test match than Miller. The hard-hitting
left-hander has played in 274 white-ball internation-
als. The nearest contender for the non-Test record is
retired West Indian Keiron Pollard on 224.

“I would have loved to play a Test, but it is what
it is,” says Miller, 34. “I've achieved quite a lot in my
white-ball stuff and I'm grateful to have played so
many games.” Miller has built a solid first-class re-
cord, averaging 36.32 in 63 matches, with six centu-
ries, which he backed up with electrifying fielding.

But it was a time of plenty in a South African
Test batting line-up which included Jacques Kallis,
Hashim Amla, AB de Villiers and Faf du Plessis, while
white-ball cricket was becoming ever more preva-
lent—and lucrative.

In 2018, nearing his 30th birthday, he retired from
first-class cricket. “I wasn’t being picked, even for the
South Alfrica A side. There were guys ahead of me so
I decided to concentrate on the white-ball stuff.”

He is in demand from franchises around the
world—playing for 22 different representative
teams—and a crowd favourite in South Africa where
supporters wave banners proclaiming ‘Killer Miller’
and ‘IU's Miller Time’. He is one of only four players
who has scored more than 3,000 runs in one-day
inlernationals with an average above 40 and a strike
rate above 100. The others are De Villiers and En-
gland’s Jos Buttler and Jonny Bairstow.

Big sixes
He is renowned for hitting big sixes and has
cleared all three grandstands on different sides of

‘Death of democracy’
overshadowed cricket

at 2003 World Cup

PARIS: Henry Olonga, by his own admission, was
never the greatest cricketer to play the game but
the Zimbabwean fast bowler left an indelible mark
on the Cricket World Cup of 2003. That was the
year that he and teammate Andy Flower hit the
front pages with their simple “Death of Democra-
cy” protest against the authoritarian government
of Robert Mugabe, spelling the end of both of
their international playing careers. At the previ-
ous edition in 1999, Olonga wrote himself a differ-
ent chapter on the field when he took three Indian
wickets in one over to secure a wholly unexpected
three-run win in Leicester. The protest, however,
was a different fox altogether.

“I had nothing lo gain,” Olonga lold AFP in a
Zoom interview [rom his home in Adelaide. “I had a
decent lifestyle, I was paid well, I had some money
stashed away, I had bought a house in Zimbabwe, a
plot of land, I had a fiancee. Life was good. “But I felt
a deep urge to do what we did because I believed in
the cause. I still do.”

On the morning of Zimbabwe’s opening match
against Namibia, February 10, 2003, al the Harare
Sports Club, Olonga and his white teammate Flower
released a statement to the press saying they would
be wearing a black armband for the duration of the
World Cup. “In doing so, we are mourning the death
of democracy in our beloved Zimbabwe,” it read.
“We are making a silent plea to those responsible
to stop the abuse of human rights in Zimbabwe. We
pray our small action may help to restore sanity and
dignity to our nation.” It was an immensely brave
thing to do in a country that was ruled by the iron fist
of Mugabe who had been in power since 1980 and
would retain it until he was removed and replaced by
Emmerson Mnangagwa.

As the soldiers took up post around the bound-
ary with their AK47s, the foreign press lapped it up
with many proclaiming Flower and Olonga as heroes.
Locally, however, it was mel with mixed reactlions,
especially by other black Zimbabweans, something
that still rankles with Olonga.

“There’s a sense of disappointment that our mes-

ECB to ‘change’
cricket after
equality report

LONDON: English cricket chiefs have vowed to
“change” the game after a damning report revealed
racism, sexism, classism and elitism in the sport.
The Independent Commission for Equity in Cricket
(ICEC) published its report in June revealing “wide-
spread” discrimination in the game. The commission,
set up by the England and Wales Cricket Board,
made 44 recommendations, including a call for an
“unqualified public apology” from the board for its
[ailings, which the ECB made immediately.

The ICEC was eslablished in 2021 following a
racism scandal centred around the treatment of Pa-
kistan-born bowler Azeem Rafiq at Yorkshire. The
ECB published its response to the ICEC report on
Monday, saying it would be “laking forward most of
the ICEC’s recommendations”.

It said it would set up a new cricket regulator,
independent of the governing ECB, responsible for
enforcement of regulations and carrying out investi-
gations. The ECB also said it would invest a minimum
of £25 million ($30 million) a year above forecasted
women'’s revenues to grow women's and girls’ cricket
at all levels.

It also plans to enhance equality, diversity and
inclusion standards for counly leams. Thal would in-
clude more ambitious largels for gender and ethnic

his home ground at Kingsmead in Durban. Recently
he hit a ball out of the ground against Australia at
the Wanderers Stadium in Johannesburg.

An off-the-cuff comment he made after an Indi-
an Premier League game is quoted regularly: “If it’s
in the arc it’s out (of) the park, il it’s in the vee il’s in
the tree.” “Thal came [rom my dad,” he says.

Andrew Miller was a good club cricketer who
played for Natal Country Districts. It's not all big
hitting, though. Batling at number six in a side with-
out established all-rounders, Miller will likely be in
situations at the World Cup where he will have to
take responsibility for rebuilding an innings.

“IU's about summing up the situation. Some-
limes you are balling with the lower order and
vou have to decide with your partner at the time
how you are going to go about it. “IUs like a chess
game at times. You are thinking about moves and
what’s important and what’s not. It’s about mak-
ing clear decisions. It helps your execution when
you are fully committed.”

Both sides of Miller were on display when
South Africa had to win the last three matches of
a recent home series against Australia after los-
ing the first two. In the fourth match he thrashed
an unbeaten 82 off 45 balls as he and an inspired
Heinrich Klaasen added a scarcely believable 222
off 94 balls for the fifth wicket.

In the deciding match, in trickier conditions, he
made a more measured 63 off 65 balls to enable
South Africa lo gel Lo a defendable Lolal after a dif-
ficult start. “The World Cup is very open,” he says.
“We're a prelly experienced team. We're capable
ol doing i, so il’s a maller of gelling the basics right
for longer periods of time.”— AFP

sage wasn't really something that was possibly at-
tainable,” says Olonga. “We didn’t change anything.
We didn’t transform the nation into this democratic
fair country thal we envisaged.

“I look back on the black armband and the very
people that we were trying to help, the subjugated,
oppressed and downtrodden, these were the very
people who turned against me. I felt vilified by my
own people. “There’s much talk of Stockholm syn-
drome, loving the abuser. That has made no sense
to me.” Partly because of England’s refusal to play
in Harare, Zimbabwe qualified for the Super 8 part
of the 2003 World Cup. Olonga’s final act on an in-
Lernational crickel field was having Kennedy Otieno
leg before as Kenya romped to a seven-wicket win
in Bloemfontein.

=

Henry Olonga

‘Dignity’

By then, Olonga was elfeclively on the run. His
fiancee called it off and Olonga was charged with
treason. He and Flower both left for England.

Unlike Flower, who played for Essex before going
on Lo coach England o Ashes success in Australia, il
was the end of Olonga’s cricket career, aged 27.

He had taken 68 wickets in 30 Tests at an average
of just under 40 and played 50 one-day internation-
als. “I was quite a mediocre player but I was amazing
on a couple of occasions,” he says remembering that
spell against India in 1999.

“And I was injury-prone so I had maybe three or
four years left, no more. “So I don't feel there was

diversity, with the power to reallocate matches from
venues if there is evidence of non-compliance.

However, the ECB did not agree Lo all of the re-
port’s recommendations, including on equal pay for
male and female players. The ICEC report called for
overall equal average pay at international level by
2030 and equal average pay and prize money in do-
meslic crickel by 2029.

Match fees paid to England’s women for in-
ternational matches are already equal to those
paid to England’s men. “The ICEC report was a
massive moment for the sport and a responsibil-
ity we take extremely seriously, Lo bring about
the changes we all want to see,” said ECB chief
executive Richard Gould.

“We Lhink we are on a journey Lo lry Lo change
history in terms of what cricket looks like and
will look like.” ECB chairman Richard Thompson
repeated the organisation’s previous apology,
adding: “I realfirm our absolule commitment that
cricket will strive to become the most inclusive
sport in England and Wales.”

But Rafiq said the ECB response was inadequate.
“I expected the three-month response to be de-
tailed, clear with strong commitments and unfortu-
nalely from whal I've read it falls incredibly short
and it’s flimsy at best,” he told Sky Sports. “How in-
dependent is the new regulator? We don’t have any
detail about it. “There are a couple of positives with
commitments around women’s cricket and match-
fee equalisation, that should be the bare minimum.
“These commitments are important, but is it going
to solve the other issues that led us here in the first
place? I don't think it will.” — AFP

JOHANNESBURG: South Africa’s David Miller watches the ball after playing a shot during the fifth one-day inter-

national (0DI) cricket match between South Africa and Australia at Wanderers stadium in Johannesburg. — AFP

a tremendous loss in leaving the game. I don't look
back with any form of regret on leaving when I did.
“Alleast I left the game with a bit of dignity.”
Olonga struggled in England, not able to get a
professional contract and bouncing bils of com-
mentary, but he met physical education teacher Tara
Read. They married, had children and then moved Lo
Australia. In the 20 years since the armband protest
Olonga has yet to return to Zimbabwe where the
sport has often struggled. Zimbabwe failed to qual-
ify for the 2023 World Cup which gets underway in
India next week. “The simple answer is I haven't felt
safe,” he says when asked why. “Twenly years on |
don’tknow if safely is a concern. It may nol be. Many
people have returned, Andy Flower has returned... It
hasn’t appealed to me.” Olonga is now a proud Aus-

Andy Flower

tralian citizen, to the point where he supported them
during the recent Ashes series against England, and
works as a singer - he appeared on the local version
of “The Voice’ - and public speaker.

The 2003 protest is largely forgotten now by a
world that has other, more pressing issues against
which to rail. For Olonga, though, no matter how dis-
tant, that chapter will always be there. “It’s something
I can’t gel away from. I don'l try Lo gel away from
it,” he says ruefully. “But when I first started public
speaking I'd spend about 20 minutes on it, now I just
hint at it. “For me il’s been in the blink of an eye bul
it’s a long lime ago. Two decades. Life moves on, the
sport has moved on."—AFP

Pakistan’s Azam
expecls support from
Indian fans in WCup

LAHORE: Skipper Babar Azam said Tuesday he still
expects huge support for the team at the World Cup in
India, despite Pakistani fans being barred from travel-
ling to the 50-over tournament. Indian ministries have
yel to approve visas for spectators hoping to attend
the seven week mega-event slarling Oclober 5, ac-
cording to Pakistan media reports.

“Unfortunately, we will be missing our fans,” Azam
told reporters in a pre-departure press conference in
the easlern cily of Lahore. “However, as far as [ know,
all our games are all sold out and we will be playing in
jam-packed stadiums so there will be support for us.”

The Pakistan squad will depart early Wednesday
and is slated to play two warm-up matches—against
New Zealand on September 29 and Australia on Oc-
tober 3 -- both in Hyderabad. They open their World
Cup campaign against the Netherlands, before facing
arch-rivals India in the over 130,000-seat Ahmedabad
Stadium on October 14.

“Everyone who travelled to India belore told me
that they got huge love in India, so we expect the
same,” he said. “I don't think our fans will sit silent,
they will back us from the social media and other plat-
forms and pray for our win.” India’s interior ministry
did not respond to a request for comment on visa ar-
rangements for Pakistan fans. —AFP

Kiwi veteran Boult
looking for ‘one
more run’ at WCup

WELLINGTON: After 12 months out of one-
day international crickel, New Zealand seam-
er Trent Boult is relishing a third crack at the
50-overs World Cup after bitter defeats in the
last two finals. The 34-year-old is one of the
world’s best ODI bowlers, but spent the last
year sidelined from the Black Caps after turning
down a New Zealand Crickel contract to play
for lucrative Twenly20 teams in Auslralia, the
United States and India.

Putting his international career on hold to
spend more lime with his young family was a
risk, but Boult is back in the frame for October’s
ODI World Cup after signing a casual-playing
agreement with New Zealand cricket chiefs.

“I fully appreciated the fact that in giving
my contract back, you open the door for oth-
er players,” he said. “The decision was sole-
ly made around just being away [rom home a
lot. “Selection for the World Cup was never
guaranteed. I had to work for it, so I am very
happy to be here.”

New Zealand are bidding to reach a third
straight final, and Boult hopes the Black Caps
can go f[ar in India, “like we have in the last
couple of attempts”. He has been on fire since
his return to international cricket in early
September, taking eight wickets in two ODI
defeats to England.

“It was a good feeling chucking back on
the black ODI kit,” he said. “I can’t wait for
more.” Boult was a key part of New Zealand’s
run lo the last two finals when they lost Lo
Australia in 2015 at Melbourne, then England
four years later at Lords.

Finals heart-break

“I've been very fortunate to play in a couple
of World Cup finals and been on the wrong side
of all of them,” he said with a wry smile. “IUs a
cliché, but you learn more when you fail than
when you succeed. I feel like I'm a better crick-
eter for that experience.”

His 22 wickets at the 2015 tournament was
the joint highest alongside Australian speedster
Mitchell Starc. They lost by seven wickets to
hosts Australia in the final. New Zealand cricket
fans need no reminding of the 2019 final defeat
to England, who they meet in their first game of
this year’s lournament.

With England struggling to make the final
few runs, Boult accidentally trod on the bound-
ary rope attempting to catch Ben Stokes, who
wenl on Lo steer the hosts Lo viclory in a dra-
matic Super Over. “I didn’t know where the
boundary was, and that was a crucial mistake,”
Boult said of the blunder.

“It was a crazy game Lo be a part of,” Boult
added. “I try not to look back on it.” But he got
a stark reminder when replays were screened
in Southampton on Boult’s first game back for
the Black Caps earlier this month in the opening
ODI against England.

“It’s still a hard one to let go. What was prob-
ably a little bit harder was when I come back af-
ter a year to play for New Zealand and it’s a rain
delay and the only game playing on the screen
at the ground (was the 2019 final), so that prob-
ably pushed me a little bit,” he admitted.

There is no changing past finals, of course,
so Boult has his eyes fixed on the future in the
hope it will be third time lucky. “I'm looking for-
ward to hopefully get one more run and lifting
the trophy in a couple of weeks time,” he said.
“That’s the big focus for a lot of us.” —AFP
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Eagles sink Buccaneers to stay
unbeaten, Bengals claw Rams

Eagles are now only one of three teams in the league with 3-0 record

MIAMI: The Philadelphia Eagles maintained their
unbealen slart to the NFL season with a compre-
hensive 25-11 victory on the road over the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers on Monday. Eagles quarterback Ja-
len Hurts rushed for one touchdown and threw for
another as last season’s Super Bowl runners-up im-
proved to 3-0 —- the franchise’s best start to a sea-
son since the 1992-1993 campaign.

Hurts finished with 277 passing vards from 23-of-
37 attempts while rushing 28 yards from 10 carries,
including one of the Eagles’ trademark “tush-push”
close-range touchdowns. Philadelphia running back
D’Andre Swift had 130 yards from 16 carries while
wide receiver A.J. Brown caught the eye with 131
yards from nine receptions.

The Eagles are now only one of three teams in the
league with a 3-0 record, joining the San Francisco
49ers and Miami Dolphins. Hurts warned after the
game that the Eagles still had plenty of room for im-
provement as they target a swift return to the Super
Bowl this season.

“We found a way to win, and we found a way lo
execute,” Hurts said. “I think we’re a work in prog-
ress. We're playing really good team football, and
we're slill growing. That’s the beautiful thing about
it.” A cagey opening period saw defenses on top,
with the Eagles having Lo sellle for a 36-yard Jake
Elliott field goal for their only scoring drive of the
first quarter. Tampa Bay, who were also unbeaten
before Monday, squared the game at 3-3 after a

Mum or dad for tee?

India’s Ashok has
parental choice

NEW DELHI: India medal hope Aditi Ashok
has a tough choice to make before teeing up in a
star-studded women’s golf field at the Asian Games
in Hangzhou on Thursday—will it be mum or dad on
her bag? The 25-year-old finished agonisingly out of
the medals in fourth at the Tokyo Olympics with ef-
fervescent mother Maheshwari, known Lo everyone
as “Mash”, as caddie.

“Tokyo 2020 was a greal experience and having
my mum caddie for me was a fun experience,” Ashok
told AFP before leaving for China. Mash and dad
Gudlamani have taken turns as bag-carrier since the
golfer was seven and were there in 2016 when, as a
Leenager, she first grabbed headlines by winning the
Women’s Indian Open.

At 16 she was the youngest player at the Rio
Olympics the same year, with her dad doing the
caddie duties. Her Tokyo exploits, where she was
in silver-medal position for the first three rounds
before being edged off the podium by former world
number one Lydia Ko, put women'’s golf firmly on
India’s sporting map. But level-headed Ashok, who
plays on the US LPGA and Ladies European Tours,
did not dwell on her Tokyo disappointment. “My
mindset has always been to focus on the process
more than the oulcome,” she said. “I always give my
best and move on to the next event. And I keep do-
ing the same week after week.”

Top sports court to
hear Russian skater
Valieva’s doping case

LAUSANNE: The doping case of Russian figure
skater KKamila Valieva whose positive test ignited a
scandal at the 2022 Winter Olympics will be heard
behind closed doors on Tuesday by the Courl of Ar-
bitration for Sport (CAS).

In Beijing in February 2022, Valieva, then 15, be-
came the first female skater to land a quadruple
jump in Olympic competition, helping Russia se-
cure gold in the tleam evenl. The next day, she was
told she had tested positive before the Games for
trimetazidine, a drug used o treat angina but which
is banned for athletes.

Tuesday’s hearing follows the exoneration of the
teenager by Russia’s anti-doping agency (RUSADA)
which ruled that Valieva bore “no fault or negligence”
for the positive test. The World Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA) and the International Skating Union (ISU)
appealed RUSADA's ruling and are demanding up to

Chase McLaughlin field goal in the second quarter
belore the Eagles Look over.

Hurts threaded a superb 34-yard pass to Olamide
Zaccheaus for the game’s opening touchdown before
Elliott booted another field goal to put Philadelphia
13-3 up at half-time. The Eagles turned the screw
with the opening drive of the third quarter, Hurts
marching his team 75 yards up field with a 13-play
masterpiece that culminated with the quarterback
being shoved over [rom one vard oul Lo make it 20-3.

Tampa Bay were given a glimmer of hope soon af-
terwards when Dee Delaney produced a stunning in-
terception to deny Philadelphia another touchdown.
But the Eagles hit back as Tampa Bay tried to rush
out of the end zone, with Rachaad White stopped
in his tracks to concede a safety that put Philadel-
phia 22-3 ahead. Elliott added another field goal to
stretch the Eagles lead Lo 25-3.

The Bucs did finally breach the Eagles defense on
their next possession, with quarterback Baker May-
field finding Mike Evans for a close-range score and
then making the two-point conversion.

But it was too little too late as Philadelphia ran
down the clock in the fourth quarter to close out vic-
Ltory. In Monday’s other game, a ferocious defensive
display set up the Cincinnati Bengals’ first win of the
season with a 19-16 defeat of the Los Angeles Rams.

A rampant Bengals defense sacked Rams quarter-
back Matthew Stafford six times while restricting the
visiltors Lo 292 offensive yards. — AFP

Ashok has gone on to crack the world's top 50 for
the first time this year after earning a fourth European
Tour win in Kenya in February. “This season so far has
been the high point,” Ashok said. “Not because of any
one week in particular, but mainly because of the way
I've played on both the tours and managed my game
as well as breaking into the top 50.” Mum and dad
have dilferent styles on the course, Ashok said.

“My dad and I lend to have more discussions
about (how Lo play) a shot as he knows my game well
enough to help,” Ashok said. “My mum doesn’t help
as much with the decision-making (on the course)
but I feel that helps too as I am more decisive and
calmer while playing with her on my bag.”

Grabbing altention

Ashok first picked up a club aged five in Benga-
luru, the southern Indian tech hub where she grew
up, and began learning to play at the same lime as
her parents. Golf has been a defining aspect of the
family’s relationship but she says she has had to work
to “keep things separate” off the course.

She was tight-lipped as to who would get
the bag-carrying honour when Ashok leads a
three-member women’s goll team at the Wesl Lake
International Goll Course in Hangzhou this week.
“I'm excited to play the Asian Games in China and
going about my practice and preparation to do my
best,” she said.

“I don’t want to go with any expectations because
it doesn’t usually help.” Women’s goll was virtually
unknown in India before Ashok’s Olympic achieve-
ments, which all began when the then-leenager was
in eighth place after two rounds at the 2016 Rio
Games before fading Lo finish 41sL.

“I'm happy that golf gets the attention it needs

four years’ suspension and the cancellation of all her
results since the end of 2021.

“WADA has taken this appeal to CAS in the in-
terests of fairness for athletes and clean sport,” a
spokesman for the agency said in a statement to AFP,
adding that RUSADA’s decision was “wrong under
the terms of the World Anti-Doping Code”.

The three CAS judges will meet in Lausanne,
while the young skater - now 17 - and some of the
experts and witnesses will be heard by videoconfer-
ence. More than a year and a half after the Olympics,
the podium in the team event is still up for grabs -
much to the dismay of the Americans, Japanese and
Canadians, who finished behind the Russian gold
medallists. US figure skater Vincent Zhou accused
the global anti-doping system of “failing athletes”.
“As my team’s empty medal boxes show, the global
anti-doping system is failing athletes,” Zhou, 22, said
in a stalement on Monday.

‘Anti-Russian narrative’

While the case was the latest in a string of dop-
ing scandals involving Russian Olympic athletes, it
also raised questions about how the 15-year-old
athlele was lrealed, the way the lest was conducl-
ed and the value of the drug involved for enhancing

NEWARK: File photo shows Sean Couturier #14 of Philadelphia Flyers skates against the New Jersey Devils
at a preseason game at the Prudential Center in Newark. — AFP

KAWAGOE: In this file photo India’s Aditi Ashok (R)
and caddie, her mother Maheshwari known to ev-
eryone as “Mash”, walk to the 18th hole in round

one of the women’s golf individual stroke play
during the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games at the Kasu-
migaseki Country Club in Kawagoe. — AFP

from the media in our country, where crickel is the
most dominating sport,” she said. “Hopefully this can
grow even more now that we have more men and
women playing the sport professionally.” — AFP

performance. From the start, the case has presented
a dilemma. Valieva’s age, 15 al the lime, should have
guaranteed her confidentiality, under WADA rules
for “protected persons” younger than 16. But Valie-
va’s display in the team event in the Olympic arena
had already drawn worldwide attention.

“Conlfidentialily is a good thing, but becomes a
bit of a puppet when you're dealing with high-level
athletes,” David Pavot, director of the anti-doping
research chair at the Canadian University of Sher-
brooke, told AFP.

The Valieva affair, he added, has “brought to light
wider ethical questions about a minimum age for
participation in the Games”. Under the pressure of
suspicion and altention, Valieva cracked in the indi-
vidual event in Beijing, stumbling four times in the
long programme and finishing in tears as she tum-
bled from first to fourth.

The skating federation is raising the lower age limit
for its senior category from 15 to 17 from 2024, citing
the “physical, mental and emotional health” of com-
petitors. Pavot added that Valieva has been caught
“in a spiral bigger than herself, with an anti-Russian
narrative where everything is mixed up”, due to the
syslemalic chealing revealed in 2015 that discredited
both Russian sport and RUSADA. — AFP

Classifieds

Algeria withdraws
from race to host 2025,
2027 Cup of Nations

ALGIERS: Algeria has pulled out of the running to
stage the Africa Cup of Nations in either 2025 or
2027, the Algerian Football Federation (FAF) said on
Tuesday, a day before the announcement of the host
nation for each of the two tournaments.

The FAF said in a statement that it had “sent
a letter to the Confederation of African Football
(CAF) informing it of its decision to withdraw its
bids to host the Africa Cup of Nations” in 2025 and
2027. Algeria was due to come up against its North
African neighbour Morocco as well as Zambia and
a joint Nigeria-Benin bid for the hosting of the
2025 tournament.

It had also entered the 2027 contest, up against
Botswana, Egypt, Senegal and a combined Ken-
va-Tanzania-Uganda challenge. “This withdrawal
can be explained by a new approach from the FAF
related to its strategy for developing football in Al-
geria,” the federation added.

The announcement came on the same day as a
new president, Walid Sadi, took over the running
of the FAF. It was understood that Algeria, like its
political rival Morocco, would have preferred to
host the 2025 AFCON. Earlier this year, leading
Moroccan and CAF official Fouzi Lekjaa caused a
stir when he told local politicians that the kingdom
would be chosen for 2025.

Algeria had successfully staged the Alrican Na-
tions Championship, for which only domestical-
ly-based players are eligible, at the beginning of this
year. CAF’s executive committee will meet in Cairo
on Wednesday when it will announce the hosts of the
two editions of the Cup of Nations in question.

The next AFCON will be held in the Ivory Coast
in January and February 2024, after it was post-
poned from June and July this year in order to avoid
the West African rainy season.

Earlier, CAF president and South African billion-
aire Patrice Motsepe was acutely aware of the po-
litical rivalry between the neighbours. “We must not
gel involved in what is happening between Algeria
and Morocco. CAF should never intervene in poli-
tics,” he said during the CHAN tournament.

Motsepe has hailed the organisational abilities
of both countries, who have each staged the Cup of
Nations once with Morocco doing so in 1988 and
Algeria two years later. “Morocco has often flaw-
lessly hosted major competitions while the CHAN in
Algeria this year was the best ever,” he said.

During the CHAN, Motsepe said he wanted each
region to host the Cup of Nations: “We cannot as-
sign the organisation of the CAN successively Lo the
same region.” However, several months later, CAF
secretary general Veron Mosengo-Omba said re-
gional rotation may not always be possible. — AFP

Clinics & Hospitals

N

Clinics Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764 Hospilals
Qadsiya 22515088
Kaizen center 25716707 Dasmah 22532265 Sabah Hospital 24812000
Rawda 22517733 Bneid Al-Gar 22531908 Amiri Hospital 22450005
Adaliya 20517144 Shaab 20518752 Maternity Hospital 24843100
Khaldiya 24848075 Qibla 52459381 Mubarak AI-.Kablr Hospital 25312700
Kaifan 24849807 Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082 Chest I-.|OSp|ta| . 24849400
Farwaniya Hospital 24892010 (#4235) 25/9/2023
Shamiya 24848913 Mirgab 22456536 Adan Hospital 23940620
Shuwaikh 24814507 Sharq 22465401 Ibn Sina Hospital 24840300
Abdullah Salem 22549134 Salmiya 25746401 Al-Razi Hospital 24846000
Nuzha 22526804 Physiotherapy Hospital 24874330/9
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Change of Namg

I, Abubakar Mohammed Yusuf,
holder of passport No. L8617774,
do hereby change my name to Abu-
bakar Mohd Yusuf (as given name),
Ansari (surname) for all purposes.
I will henceforth be known in the
name Abubakar Mohd Yusuf Ansari
and i also undertake to carry out this
name change in all my documents.

I, Habibullah Khader Abdul Khader
(old name), residing at, 1188/A, Lax-
man Tirtha road, Honavar, Uttara
Kannada, Karnataka, Pin: 581334

~

India (address) have changed my
name as Habibulla Abdul Khader
Sahed (new name) for all purposes,
vide affidavit dated: 01-07-2023 bd-
fore notery S.G. Hegde.

(#4234) 25/9/2023

I, Manukumar Sinh holder of Indian
passport No. V7432529 having per-
manent address Ghurapali, Banpu-
ra, Saran, Bihar 841212 resident in
Kuwait at presetn hereby declare
that henceforth my name will read
as Manu Kumar Singh.

(#4233) 25/9/2023
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China win historic eSports gold

Haughey issues another warning for next year’s Paris Olympics

= N

HANGZHOU: China’s gold medallists, Japan’s silver medallists and Hong Kong’s bronze medallists pose for a picture during the medal ceremony for their women’s Rugby Seven durlng the Hangzhou 2022 Asian

Games in Hangzhou. — AFP photos

HANGZHOU: Hosts China won the first eSports gold
medal in the 72-year history of the Asian Games on
Tuesday as Hong I\()ng swimmer Siobhan Haughey
issued another warning for next year’s Paris Olympics.
Gaming is making its debut as a medal evenl in Hang-
zhou in whal is seen as a major step lowards ()lympic
status one day.

Audiences of overwhelmingly young spectators
have packed out the 4,500-c Hangzhou Es-
ports Center in the hope of catching one of their he-
roes, especially South Korea’s Lee ° Fakel Sang-hy-
eok. He will lead the Koreans in League of Legends
— and controversially earn an exemption from mili-
tary service if they win gold.

Medals are up for grabs in seven gaming titles, with
China grabbing the first gold when they defeated Ma-
laysia in the final of smartphone game Arena of Valor.
Malaysia take home silver and Thailand bronze. “The
audience who loves eSports and the velerans in the
eSports industry have been looking forward to this for
along time,” China’s caplain Luo Siyuan said after his
team’s historic viclory.

“I believe that eSports will develop more and
more in the future.” Underlining just how popular
eSports is al the Games, it is the only competition
in Hangzhou where tickets were allocated through
an initial online lottery.

China’s place in the Games record books helped
the home nation increase their overall Lally of golds
to 53 at the end of three days of action. They are way
ahead of South Korea (14 golds), Japan (eight) and
Uzbekistan and Hong Kong (both five).

With the 2024 Paris Olympics just 10 months away,
Haughey won her second gold of the Games in an-
other impressive performance in the pool which will
make her rivals sit up and take notice. She shattered
her own Asian record to add the Games 100m free-

‘Kick up backside’
helps HK to Asian
Games rugby gold

HANGZHOU: Liam Doherty made a try and scored
the winner in a man-of-the-match performance as
Hong Kong retained their Asian Games men’s rugby
sevens title on Tuesday. They beat South Korea 14-7
in the final in Hangzhou, as hosts China won women'’s
gold for a second time.

Hong Kong head coach Jevon Groves said after-
wards thal he had lo give Doherly a “kick up the back-
side” a couple of weeks ago. It clearly paid off as the
winger-turned-forward took the final by the scruff of
the neck either side of half-time.

After an attritional first period, Doherty broke the
deadlock when he rampaged away from the attacking
10-metre line, broke two lackles and put scrum-half
Cado Lee in under the posts. Russell Webb converted.

Just 48 seconds after the restart Doherty was released
into space by Max Denmark’s quick pass and ran in un-
opposed with Webb again potting the extras. “It’'s abso-
lutely unbelievable,” said Doherty. “We just made history
for Hong Kong to win back-to-back Asian Games.”

Groves singled out Doherty for praise. “He’s usually
a winger and he’s moved into the forwards and learned
that role really well,” Groves said. “He’s gol pace and a
bit of physicality so I'm really pleased for him because,
probably two weeks ago, I gave him a bit of a kick up
the backside and it's worked.”

South Korea got a consolation try through Kim Eui-
tae but Hong Kong were always in control. “Unbeliev-
able,” said Webb, whose unerring boot and cool head
directing operations from fly-half was a feature of Hong
Kong’s march to the title.

It was Webbs first gold, having been forced to miss
Jakarta five years ago through injury. “We had a game
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HANGZHOU: Malaysia’s coach Low Jia Cheng (L) prepares wnth his team mem- 1 &
bers before the “Arena of Valor” Asian Games version final match against China

during the 2022 Asian Games in Hangzhou. — AFP

style title to her Olympic and world silver medals.
The 25-year-old produced an exceptional swim on
Monday to crush the pack by nearly two seconds and
take out the 200m crown, smashing an Asian Games
record thal had stood since 2010. She was fired up
again over the shorter distance in blasling a 52.17sec
to send a warning to Australian freestylers Mollie
O’Callaghan and Emma McKeon.

“I haven’t swum a best time since Tokyo (Olympics
in 2021), but I knew I had the ability of going faster,”
said Haughey. “I'm really glad that I could do it here
al the Asian Games and break the Asian record. It just
proves that I'm not at my peak yet and hopefully I can
keep going and keep swimming [asler.

Siobhan Haughey

“Me and my coach, we're really prepared for Par-
is, and if I just keep doing what I'm doing right now,
I'll be ready,” she added. Haughey previously set
an Asian record of 52.27 when she came second to
McKeon at the Tokyo Olympics. Only world champi-
on O’Callaghan has gone faster in 2023. China again
bossed the Hangzhou pool, taking four of the six golds
on the night. The other went to Tomoru Honda, who
stunned exhausted Japanese team-mate Daiya Seto in
the 400m medley.

On another day of dominance, China’s all-power-
ful table tennis squad swept past rivals Japan 3-0 in
the women’s Leam final. They also claimed men’s leam
gold over South Korea by the same scoreline. In arlis-

HANGZHOU: Hong Kong’s Liam Thomas Herbert (C) fights for the ball with Japan’s Kippei Ishida (L) and Junya
Matsumoto (C-L) in their men’s Rugby Sevens match during the Hangzhou 2022 Asian Games in Hangzhou. — AFP

plan, all thanks to the coaches, and the lads executed
and it’'s awesome,” he told AFP. “It’s bigger than just
winning this for us. IU's winning il for our programme,
the guys back home, for Hong Kong.” Japan, bealen
12-7 by Hong Kong in a semi-final sudden-death ex-
tra-time thriller, came from behind to prevent China
winning a shock bronze.

Nail-biting finishes
Japan, beaten 12-7 by Hong Kong in a semi-final
sudden-death extra-time thriller, came from behind to

prevent China winning a shock bronze. China took a
19-14 lead at the end of the second half to a huge roar
from a packed home crowd at the Hangzhou Normal
Universily Alhletics Fie s China kicked off, the siren
sounded for full-time, giving Japan one last play.

They made it count with Kippei Taninaka touch-
ing down to tie the scores and Yoshihiro Noguchi
converting to silence the fans. But the crowd were
cheering again a few minutes later as China held on
to pip Japan 22-21 in the women’s final, which turned
into another nail-biter. — AFP

[ ruv-‘-

tic gymnastics, Zhang Boheng won gold in the men’s
all-around final. But China were dethroned by Japan
in the men’s team sprint at the Chun’an Jieshou Sports
Centre Velodrome on the first day of action on the cy-
cling track. Japanese rider Yoshitaku Nagasako said
his team thrived on the partisan crowd.

“When I heard ‘China’ I just thought ‘Japan’. So
the crowd was amazing,” he said. “I'm really proud to
win this one.” China’s women made no mistake in their
team sprint final, beating South Korea to the title.

In other action, Hong Kong relained their
men’s rugby sevens litle when they beal South
Korea 14-7 in the final, as hosts China won the
women’s gold. 7 — AFP

HANGZHOU: Qatar’s Belal Abunabot smacks the
ball as Raimi Wadidie (13) looks on at the volley-
ball bronze medal match between Japan and Qatar
during the Hangzhou 2022 Asian Games in Hangzhou.

HANGZHOU: Spectators watch South Korea’s Jong-
hoon Lim and China’s Chugin Wang play the men’s
team final table tennis match. — AFP photos
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