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Troubled Pogba sinks to new
low after doping revelation

Kuwaitis will be issued 5-year
multliple-entry Schengen visas

FM welcomes EU announcement ¢ Russia proposes visa exemption for Kuwait

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sa-
bah returned home on Tuesday alter
a private visit to Italy. HH the Amir
was welcomed upon arrival by HH the
Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ah-
mad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Acting
Prime Minister and Interior Minister
Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled Al-Sabah,
Deputy Prime Minister and Defense
Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-Fahad
Al-Sabah and Minister of Amiri
Diwan Affairs Sheikh Mohammad
Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah, in addition
to senior slate officials. —IKUNA
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Kuwait tweaks school hours

KUWAIT: The education ministry on Tuesday
sel new hours for school classes nationwide,
saying the measure aims to ease traffic conges-
tion ahead of the new academic year. As per the
new schedule approved by Education Minister
Dr Adel Al-Mane, kindergartens start at 7:15 am
and end at 12:05 pm, while elementary schools
will begin at the same but end at 1:15 pm. Middle
schools classes will be from 7:30 am until 1:40
pm, while classes for high school students start at
7:45 am and end at 1:55 pm.
|
Restaurants must offer free water

KUWAIT: Restaurants and cafés in Kuwail are
required to offer filtered water free of charge and
must not oblige customers to purchase bottled
waler, the ministry of commerce and industry said
Tuesday. Commerce Minister Mohammad Al-Ai-
ban has issued a ministerial decision in this regard,
the ministry noted in a post on X.
I

MPs slam Egypt map omission

KUWAIT: Two MPs on Tuesday called on the
defense and interior ministries to protest after an
Egyptian military lecturer showed the map of the
Arab World without Kuwait. MPs Hamad Al-Matar
and Saud Al-Asfour said the Egyptian military of-
ficer was giving the lecture to more than 500 offi-
cers from all Arab countries. They praised Kuwaiti
officers who walked out of the lecture in protest.
I

Sick leave without doctor visit

KUWAIT: The Civil Service Commission ap-
proved a recommendation by Health Minister
Dr Ahmad Al-Awadhi allowing public sector
employees to apply for sick leave online without

the need for a doctor’s visit.
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BRUSSELS/MOSCOW: The European
Commission adopted on Sept 8 specific
rules on the issuing of multiple entry visas
to Kuwaiti nationals, which are more fa-
vorable than the generic rules that applied
to date. This new visa ‘cascade’ regime for
Kuwaili nationals applying for Schengen
visas in Kuwait will see all eligible appli-
cants, including first-time travelers, being
issued with visas valid for 5 years, if the
passport validity allows it.

According to the newly adopted visa
‘cascade’ regime for Kuwail, Kuwaili na-
tionals can now be issued with long-term,
multiple-entry Schengen visas valid for five
years. Where the validity of the visa would
exceed that of the passport, a multiple-en-
try visa shall be issued with a period of va-
lidity ending three months before the expi-
ry date of the passport. During the validity
period of these visas, holders enjoy travel
rights equivalent Lo visa-[ree nationals.

This decision is testament to the EU’s
strong belief that Kuwait is an important

partner for the EU. It also comes in the
context of the EU’s Joint Communication
on a “Strategic Partnership with the Gulf”,
which also covers EU relations with Ku-
wait. One of the pillars of this EU Strategy
is facililaling people-lo-people conlacls,
and this new visa ‘cascade’ adaptation for
Kuwail contributes Lo enhancing relations
between Kuwaitis and Europeans.

The Schengen area consists of 27 Euro-
pean countries (of which 23 are EU states):
Belgium, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark,
Germany, Estonia, Greece, Spain, France,
Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Hun-
gary, Malta, Netherlands, Austria, Poland,
Portugal, Slovenia, Slovakia, Finland and
Sweden, along with Iceland, Liechtenstein,
Norway and Switzerland.

Kuwail’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem
Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah welcomed the Euro-
pean Commission’s announcement, saying
this step reflects the high-level coordination
and cooperation between Kuwait and the
EU. Kuwait appreciates EU member states

for their efforts that led to this announce-
menl, Sheikh Salem said, adding the foreign
ministry will continue working until Iuwait is
granted Schengen visa waiver for ils cilizens.
The foreign ministry’s efforts follow the polit-
ical leadership’s instructions to fulfill citizens’
needs as a top priority in the government’s
work program, the minister indicated.

Separalely, Russia’s Minister of Eco-
nomic Development Maxim Reshetnikov
said on Tuesday thal his country has sug-
gested visa-exemption for several coun-
tries including Kuwait.

Russian News Agency (TASS) quoted
Reshetnikov during the Eastern Economic
Forum, held in Vladivostok, as saying that
Russia was proposing the scheme for citi-
zens of Kuwait, Oman, Bahrain, Saudi Ara-
bia and Malaysia. He added that Russia is
looking lo increase lourist exchange with
these countries, as they are working to-
wards eslablishing a visa-[ree Lourism sys-
tem with countries of the Middle East and
Southeast Asia. — Agencies

UK govt, BA face
claim over Kuwait
hostage crisis

LONDON: Passengers and crew members of a Brit-
ish Airways flight who were taken hostage in Kuwait
in 1990 are intending Lo lake legal aclion against the
Brilish government and the airline, a law firm said
Tuesday. Passengers on BA flight 149 were laken
off the Kuala Lumpur-bound plane when it landed
in Kuwait on Aug 2 that year, hours after Saddam
Hussein’s troops swepl in.

Some of the 367 passengers and crew spent more
than four months in captivity, including as human
shields against Western attacks at the hands of the Iraqi
dictator. Representing a group of former BA staff and

2,300 dead in Libya
floods, scores missing

BENGHAZI: At least 2,300 people were killed in
Libya and thousands more were reported missing
after catastrophic flash floods broke river dams and
Llore through an easlern coaslal cily, devaslaling en-
tire neighborhoods. As global concern spread, mul-
tiple nations offered to urgently send aid and rescue
teams Lo help the war-scarred country that has been
overwhelmed by what one UN official labelled “a ca-
lamily of epic proportions”.

Massive destruction shattered the Mediterranean
coastal city of Derna, home to about 100,000 peo-
ple, where multi-storey buildings on the riverbanks
collapsed and houses and cars vanished in the raging
waters. Emergency services reported an initial death
toll of more than 2,300 in Derna alone and said over
5,000 people remained missing while about 7,000
were injured. “The situation in Derna is shocking and
very dramaltic,” said Osama Ali of the Tripoli-based
Rescue and Emergency Service. “We need more
support to save lives because there are people still
under the rubble and every minute counts.”

The floods were caused by lorrential rains from
Storm Daniel, which made landfall in Libya on Sunday
after earlier lashing Greece, Bulgaria and Turkey. Derna,
250 km east of Benghazi, is ringed by hills and bisected
by whal is normally a dry riverbed in summer, but which
has turned into a raging lorrent of mud-brown water
that also swepl away several major bridges.

passengers who were aboard the flight, McCue Jury
& Partners said “the viclims are laking legal action lo
ensure the truth is fully disclosed, those responsible are
held to account, and due compensation is paid”.

The law firm said that “what the hostages now
know is that evidence exists” that the UK govern-
ment and the airline “knew the invasion had already
begun” but allowed the flight to land anyway. And
that they did so because “the flight was being used
to insert a black ops team of former special forces
and security services” into Kuwait, the firm added.

According to the law firm, the claim is currently
at the pre-action stage and they expect to file the
case early next year with the High Court in London.
The firm is appealing for more passengers or crew
of the BA flight to join the legal action. It said each
of the hoslages “may claim an eslimaled average of
£170,000 ($213,000) each in damages”.

“We were not treated as citizens, but as expend-
able pawns for commercial and political gain,” Barry

Manners, who was on the flight and is taking part in
the claim, said. “A victory over years of cover up and
bare-faced denial will help restore trust in our po-
litical and judicial process,” he added. Files released
in Nov 2021 revealed that the UK ambassador to
Kuwait informed London about reports of an Iraqi
incursion before the flight landed but the message
was not circulated to BA.

There have also been claims, denied by the gov-
ernment, that London knowingly put passengers at
risk by using the flight to deploy undercover oper-
alives and delayed lake-olf Lo allow them Lo board.
A UK government spokesperson said “responsibil-
ity for these events and the mistreatment of those
passengers and crew lies entirely with the govern-
ment of Iraq at the time”. British Airways has always
denied accusations of negligence, conspiracy and a
cover-up. A BA spokesperson said the government
records released in 2021 “confirmed British Airways
was not warned about the invasion”. — AFP

4
.@ 1

. 1 f - 3 oo ol e o
DERNA, Libya: People look at the damage caused by flash floods on Sept 11, 2023. — AFP

The number of dead given by the Libyan emer-
gency service roughly malched the grim eslimales
provided by the Red Cross and by authorities in the
east, who have warned the death toll may vet rise
further. “The death Loll is huge and might reach thou-
sands,” said Tamer Ramadan of the International
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Socielies,
three of whose volunteers were also reported dead.

“We confirm from our independent sources of infor-
mation that the number of missing people is hitting
10,000 persons so far,” Ramadan added.

Elsewhere in Libya’s east, aid group the Norwe-
gian Refugee Council said “entire villages have been
overwhelmed by the floods and the death toll con-
tinues to rise”.

Continued on Page 6
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Expert underlines impacts of
invasive species in the region

Economic toll of biological invasions exceeds $2 trillion worldwide
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Ministry employees protest

KUWAIT: A number of employees of the Min-
istry of Electricity, Water and Renewable Energy
organized a sit-in in front of the entrance to the
ministry’s main building, to demand the approval
of some allowances and equality.

]
Doctor jailed, deported

KUWAIT: The misdemeanor court upheld the
one-month prison sentence against the Egyp-
tian (in absentia) and deportation after serving
the sentence for presenting a false experience
certificate. The doctor, who worked in a private
hospital, submitted a CV and experience cer-
tificates to work in another Gulf country. The
company that specialized in reviewing docu-
ments in the country wrote to the hospitals in
[Kuwait to verify the validity of the experience
certificates, but it turned out that his experi-
ence certlificates were forged.

|
Captagon pills, hashish seized

KUWAIT: Kuwail’s Ministry of Interior (Mol)
announced that 1 million Captagon pills, 400 kgs
of hashish and 0.5 kgs of shabu were seized, as
some persons attempted to smuggle them into
the country. This is part of the efforts to arrest
drug dealers and smugglers. The securily officials
in cooperation with the General Department of
Coast Guard were able to thwart the attempt by
two people to smuggle the drugs into the coun-
try. The smugglers and the seized items were sent
to the concerned authorities.

I
Human Papillomavirus vaccine

KUWAIT: Health Minister Dr Ahmad Al-Awadhi
has issued a ministerial decree to give vaccina-
tion against Human Papillomavirus (HPV), tar-
geting the age group from 9 to 45 years (males
and females). Public health undersecretary will
decide the targeted groups according to the age
range and the modalities. Vaccine will be given
to Kuwaitis free of charge, and for non-Kuwaitis,
they can be vaccinated for a [ee.

Kuwait Red Crescent
ready to assist Libya
hurricane victims

KUWAIT: Chairperson of Kuwait Red Crescent Soci-
ety Dr Hilal Al-Sayer declared on Tuesday the society’s
readiness Lo send urgent aid Lo Libya Lo relieve viclims of
the floods caused by the hurricane “Daniel.” Dr Al-Say-
er said in a statement to KUNA that the sociely is co-
ordinating with the Libyan Red Crescent to determine
pending needs in the regions ravaged by the hurricane.
He affirmed readiness to dispatch assistance to the vic-
tims in line with the State of Kuwait’s policy to relieve the
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By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: A recent scientific paper published in
the BioScience journal highlights breakthroughs in
assessing the cosls associaled with biological inva-
sions, which occur when species are intentionally
or accidentally introduced to areas outside their
natural habitats by humans. These invasive species,
ranging from cats and weeds to crop pests and dis-
eases, pose a significant global threat to ecosys-
tems, biodiversity, and human well-being. The eco-
nomic Loll of biological invasions has exceeded $2
trillion worldwide since the 1970s, encompassing
damage lo goods and services as well as the cosls
of managing them, and these economic burdens are
steadily increasing.

Dr Danish Ali Ahmed, a leading researcher from
Gulf University for Science and Technology (GUST),
Kuwait, emphasized the presence of numerous in-
vasive species in the Arabian Gulf region. Examples
include the red palm weevil, an insect pest that dev-
aslates date palm trees; the water hyacinth, an ag-
gressive plant that obstructs waterways and harms
aquatic ecosystems; and the house crow, which
causes agricultural damage, compeles with native
birds and can transmit discases.

“The tlolal cost of damage and management
efforts linked to invasive species in the Gulf re-
gion has exceeded $1.5 billion since the 2000s.
Moreover, this estimale is likely a significant un-
derrepresentation, as many costs in this region go
unreported,” Dr Ahmed said. “To mitigate the ad-
verse impacts of invasive species on Kuwait’s en-
vironment, economy, and the broader Gulf region,

Kuwait and China
strengthening ties

KUWAIT: Kuwail’s Minister of Health Ahmad
Al-Awadhi on Monday expressed aspiration to
strengthen relations with China. During a cele-
bration held by the Chinese Embassy marking the
47th anniversary [or dispatching the first Chinese
medical team lo the country, Al-Awadhi said, “it
is an example of cooperation in accordance with
agreement signed between both countries in the
health sector field.”

Viewing the Chinese team as a model, especial-
ly in traditional medicine and rehabilitation, Minis-
ter Al-Awadhi voiced anticipation for an integrat-
ed team specialized in organ transplantation as
well. On his part, Chinese Ambassador to Kuwait

afflicted worldwide.

The flash floods in eastern
Libya have killed more than
2,300 people in the Med-
ilerranean coastal city of
Derna alone, the emergency
services of the Tripoli-based
government said on Tuesday.
More than 5,000 people
remain missing while about §
7,000 people were injured
by the force of floodwalers
that rushed down a normally
dry river valley, said Osama
Ali, spokesman for the Tripoli-based emergency services,
which has had a team in Derna since Monday.

The death toll from freak floods in eastern Libya

Dr Hilal Al-Sayer

a combination of approaches is required.

These include stringent border controls and on-
going monitoring to detect invasive species early,
implementing management strategies with risk as-
sessment and control measures, and ensuring effi-
cient allocation of resources. Additionally, engaging
with the public to raise awareness and collaborating
with neighboring countries to address cross-border
incursions are crucial components of effective inva-
sive species management,” he added.

Dr Ahmed also highlighted the efforts of several
researchers at local and regional universities, as well
as instilutions such as the Kuwait Institute for Scien-
tific Research (KISR), who focus on the challenges
posed by invasive species. These research endeav-
ors have increased awareness and provided essen-
tial information to guide future policy and legislative
decisions. For instance, the UAE ministry of climate
change and environment recently developed a na-
tional strategic action plan to mitigate the impacts of
invasive species.

In 2014, the InvaCost project was initiated due
to the reliance on outdated, flawed and unsub-
stantiated sources for previous cost estimates of
biological invasions. InvaCosl aimed lo compile,
describe and standardize cost data from various
sources on a global scale, with an initial focus
on invasive insecls, which are among the most
destructive when they become invasive. The In-
vaCosl database has since expanded to encom-
pass all known invasive species with associated
cost data and now involves 145 researchers from
44 countries. The current version of InvaCost con-
lains 13,553 cosl entries in 22 languages.

Zhang Jianwei pointed out that more than 810,000
patients have been treated by the Chinese team in
Kuwait since 1976.

In accordance with the agreement reached
between the Kuwaiti and Chinese ministries of
health, the minister of health praised the Chi-

is expected Lo soar dramatically, with 10,000 people
reported missing, the Red Cross warned on Tuesday.
Officials in Libya have said at least 150 people were
killed in the sudden flooding on Sunday afternoon after
storm Daniel swept the Mediterranean, lashing Bulgar-
ia, Greece and Turkey. Bul Tamer Ramadan of the In-
ternational Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies (IFRC) said the actual toll was likely o be
many limes higher.

“Our teams on the ground are still doing their assess-
ment (but) from what we see and from the news coming Lo
us, the death toll is huge,” he told reporters in Geneva via
video link from Tunis. “It might reach thousands,” he said.
“We don't have a definite number right now.” Indepen-
dent sources told the IFRC that the number of reported
missing was “hilting 10,000 so far”. “The humanilarian
needs are much more beyond the abilities of the Libyan
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Global maps showing (a) number of established invasive species per country, (b) total costs of invasive species (US$ billion, 2017 value;
log10 scale) per country, (¢) number of invasive species reported in InvaCost per country, and (d) average cost (US$ billion 2017 value)
per invasive species reported in InvaCost in each country. The blank countries indicate an absence of data. Credit BioScience (2023).

Researchers have uti-
lized the InvaCost data-
base to produce over 50

scientific publications,
offering cost  assess-
menls  across  various

geographical scales, spe-
cies groups, habitats and
economic sectors. These
studies have highlighted
the substantial economic
cosls ol invasive species,
running into tens of bil-
lions of US dollars, includ-
ing expenses associated
with  disease-spreading
mosquitoes,  forest-de-
stroying wood-boring insects, shellfish that clog wa-
ter-intake pipes and plants causing severe allergies.
These studies have proven instrumental in shaping
policies for managing invasive species and raising
awareness aboul the escalaling economic burdens
of biological invasions.

“Our study provides a comprehensive timeline
of invasion costs, addressing past flaws and limita-
tions in the scientific literature, the role of InvaCost
in addressing these issues and the potential future
directions for research and policy. It serves as an
essenlial reference nol only for researchers but
also for policymakers and stakeholders interested
in mitigating the economic impacts of invasive spe-
cies. Periodic efforts to synthesize invasive species
costs are essential to capture the latest informa-
tion,” explained Dr Ahmed.

Researcher Dr. Danish
Ali Ahmed

nese medical team’s exceplional efforts and
the therapeutic services it offers to patients
al the Natural Medicine and Health Rehabili-
tation Hospital. — KUNA

‘ pare

DERNA, Libya: People look at the damage caused by
freak floods in Derna, eastern Libya.— AFP

Red Crescent and even the abilities of the government,”
Ramadan said. “That’s why the government in the east has
issued an international appeal for support,” he said, add-
ing that IFRC was also preparing to launch an emergency
appeal for funds towards the response. — Agencies
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Firefighting: Risky profession,
on the frontlines of danger

Firefighters put their lives on the line to save lives and properties

KUWAIT: Kuwait fire fighters gather at the scene of blaze as fire en-
gulfs a medical center in this file photo. — Photo Yasser Al-Zayyat

By Khaled Al-Abdulhadi

KUWAIT: Firefighting is a profession that com-
mands admiration {rom those outside of il, as
firefighters consistently put their lives on the line
to save lives and properties. They undergo daily
equipment inspections, prepare for the most peril-
ous situations and anxiously await the bell that sig-
nals the need to don their gear and confront poten-
tial death head-on. The indelible role of firefighters
in extinguishing fires after Kuwail’s liberation and
their heroics during the Sept 11 attacks in the US
are etched in our collective memories.

Omar Al-Mutairi, a firefighter at Kuwait Oil
Company (KOC), vividly recalls his initiation into
this noble profession. “I embarked on my career by
successfully passing the demanding entrance tests
of the KOC Fire Department, and then underwent
rigorous lraining Lo ensure my physical and men-
tal readiness for handling emergency situations,”
he said. “The daily routine at the fire station is ev-
er-changing,” Al-Mulairi said aboul the nature of
their work. “Some days involve training or equip-
ment maintenance, while on others, we respond to
emergencies. The work demands physical exertion
and psychological endurance.”

Al-Mulairi emphasizes thal, in preparation for

KUWAIT: The Ministry Undersecretary, Aseel Al-Munaifi and Deputy Secretary of
State for Defense, Tamas Vargha pose for a photo. — KUNA photos

Kuwait, Hungary
eye stronger ties

KUWAIT: Kuwait is keen on developing economic
relations with Hungary, especially in the fields of in-
formation lechnology, agricullure, waler lrealment,
renewable energy, and lourism, affirmed a Finance
Ministry official on Tuesday. The Ministry Under-
secrelary, Aseel Al-Munaifi, mentioned this in a
press statement following the fourth Kuwait-Hun-
gary committee meeting with a visiting Hungarian
delegation headed by Deputy Secretary of State for
Defense, Tamas Vargha.

The meeting, attended by a number of high-rank-
ing officials, handled various economic aspects,

Universily organizes
counseling program
for new students

Dr Jassim Al-Hamdan

Makiya Al-Sayegh

KUWAIT: Kuwait University, represented by the
Department of Academic Guidance at the Deanship
of Student Affairs, organized ils counseling program
for new students for the academic year 2023-2024 al
the conference center in Sabah Al-Salem University
City onTuesday. The Acting Dean of Student Affairs,
Dr Jassim Al-Hamdan, said in a speech at the meeting
that the program is aimed at raising awareness of the
university system and the various services provided
by the university.

Al-Hamdan told the audience (new students and

emergency situations, all firefighters must be ready
for the most perilous scenarios. “We stay prepared
through continuous training and by ensuring our
equipment is in optimal condition. We practice var-
ious scenarios Lo slay vigilant and ready for any sil-
uation that may arise.”

Al-Mutairi proudly reminisces about his partic-
ipation in a KOC team that excelled in an interna-
tional firefighter challenge in 2014, which was part
of the 12th Firefighter Day Festival in Germany. “Our
team participated in the international firefighter
championship, and our performance was honorable.
It was an incredible moment, and the sense of pride
in representing my country was beyond words, es-
pecially when we were honored by the late Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, may Allah have
mercy on his soul,” he recalled.

However, as one might expect, this profession is
not without its tragic moments. Al-Mutairi elucidates
the harrowing experiences faced by oil firefighters.
“The most challenging moments occur when we en-
counter accidents resulting in loss of life. These mo-
ments serve as slark reminders of how dangerous
and crucial our profession is in saving human lives.”

Joshua Plaxen, a lawyer who has defended fire-
fighters in court, wrole in 2022 about the phys-
ical and mental hazards firefighters are exposed

clarified Al-Munaifi, saying that the two sides pre-
sented viable investment opportunities. A roadmap
to achieve successful partnerships and exchanges of
expertise was put forth during the meeting. On his
part, the Hungarian official spoke of the diplomatic
relations between the two countries, as the two are
sel Lo celebrate 60 years of relations next year.

Vargha dubbed this a cornerstone for strength-
ening bilateral relations. Kuwaili Foreign Minister
Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Sabah signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding with Hungary on louris-
tic cooperation during his last visit to Budapest, the
Hungarian capital. The MoU enables both countries
to stimulate investments, tourism and related eco-
nomic prospects.

Defense cooperation
In another development, Kuwait Deputy Prime

parents) that one of the most important factors for
success in university life is good manners, the ex-
change of respectful relations with the teaching staff,
and academic discipline, in addition to complying
with universily regulations. The head of the coun-
seling department at the academic counseling de-
partment, Makiya Al-Sayegh, congratulated the new
students in a similar speech on their admission to the
university. She urged them to follow the university.
Al-Sayegh added that one of the most important
services provided by the university’s departments to
the students is the rare specialization program and
the student employment program, which allow stu-
dents to use their free time to sharpen their knowl-
edge and skills. She explained that the program in-
cludes an indicative exhibition that includes several
departments, scientific sections, and clubs. — KUNA

to. “One of the most prevalent physical hazards
faced by firefighters arises from scenarios created
by fires. Firefighters are not only al risk of losing
their lives and suffering severe burns bul can also
be seriously injured by flashovers or back drafts.
Additionally, firefighters are susceplible to smoke
inhalation and the risk of dying due to collapsing
structures,” he wrote.

“In addition to the physical hazards,” he con-
tinued, “firefighters are also at risk of developing
severe mental health conditions as a result of their
line of work. The stress firefighters endure can lead
to mental disorders such as post-traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD), depression, generalized anxiety
disorder (GAD) and panic disorder.” Plaxen also
highlighted the common diseases that firefighters
are prone Lo, including chronic respiratory diseas-
es, cancer, hepatitis B and C, as well as heart dis-
cases. “Medical News Today reports that approx-
imately 45 percent of firefighter deaths on the job
are altributed to cardiac events,” he wrote.

Furthermore, a study published by Science Di-
rect on occupational hazards in March found:
“The studies provide data on mechanical, physical,
chemical and psychosocial risks, workers’ percep-
tions, resilience, and epidemiological data. They
detail information related to firefighters’ exposure

Speaker of the National Assembly Ahmad Al-Saadoun received visiting Hungarian
Deputy Secretary of State for Defense Tamas Vargha.

Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Ahmad
Fahad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah held talks on Tuesday
with Hungarian Depuly Secretary of State for
Delense Tamas Vargha on means of enhancing
cooperation. In a press release, the Kuwait De-
fense Ministry said that the Kuwaiti Minister re-
ceived the Hungarian official and his accompany-
ing delegation al Seif Palace. During the meeting,
both sides discussed several topics and ways of
boosting cooperation and relations between the
Lwo countries on all levels.

Also, Speaker of the National Assembly Ahmad
Al-Saadoun received on Tuesday visitling Hungarian
Deputy Secretary of State for Defense Tamas Var-
gha. The two officials discussed issues pertaining
to developing relations between the two countries.
Vargha is in Kuwait to partake in the Kuwaiti-Hun-
garian joint committee meeting. — KUNA

Indian ambassador
praises humanitarian

role of KRCS

KUWAIT: Indian Ambassador Dr Adarsh Swaika
on Tuesday praised the role of the Kuwait Red
Crescent Society (KRCS) in humanitarian and
reliel work around the world and its support for
people who are affected by natural or man-made
disasters. The ambassador said in a press state-
ment during his meeting with the chairman of the
board of directors of the Kuwait Red Crescent Dr
Hilal Al-Sayer that his visit was aimed at strength-
ening the relationship between the two sides as

il | ;

TN -
Omar Al-Mutairi

to falls and slips, noise, and high concentrations of
carbon monoxide. Moreover, the study delves into
the relationship between burnout, cognitive and
physical fatigue, and their adverse effects on health
and performance.”

Defense minister and
China envoy discusses
strategic cooperation

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Defense Sheikh Ahmad Fahad Al-Ah-
mad Al-Sabah on Tuesday received the Chi-
nese Ambassador to Kuwail Zhang Jianwei,
discussing strategic cooperation between the
two countries. The Ministry of Defense said in
a statement that Minister Sheikh Fahad hosted
the Chinese envoy at Seil palace, adding that
Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah attended the session. The two
sides discussed progress that had been made
in the cooperation between the two countries
at various levels and prospects of expanding
the coordination. They also touched on various
other issues of common concern.— KUNA

they discussed ways to cooperate and coordinate
in humanitarian fields.

They discussed a number of lopics related Lo
humanitarian work, stressing India’s strong lies
with Kuwait, which manifested in close coopera-
tion in political, economic, and commercial spheres.
Al-Sayer welcomed the Indian ambassador’s visit
to the headquarters of the society to review the ac-
livities and achievements of the Kuwail Red Cres-
cent Society, expressing his aspiration to strength-
en the partnership between the two sides in order
to achieve the goals of the sociely. He stressed the
society’s keenness to participate in the humanitar-
ian efforts on behalf of Kuwait by providing the
necessary support and assistance to the people,
reducing their suffering, and meeling their urgent
need for medicine and food. — KUNA

= - b \_ i
KUWAIT: The chairman of the board of directors of the Kuwait Red Crescent, Dr Hilal Al-Sayer receives Indian
Ambassador to Kuwait, Dr Adarsh Swaika.



Kuwait =2 Times

Established g6

Local

HKuwait =2 Cimes

Established 1961

THE LEADING INDEPENDENT
DAILY IN THE ARABIAN GULF
ESTABLISHED 1961

Founder and Publisher
YOUSUF S. AL-ALYAN
Editor-in-Chief
ABD AL-RAHMAN AL-ALYAN

EDITORIAL : 24833199-24833358-24833432
ADVERTISING : 24833199 Extn. 301
CIRCULATION : 24833199 Extn. 220
ACCOUNTS 1 24833199 Extn. 125
P.0.Box 1301 Safat,13014 Kuwait.
Email: info@kuwaittimes.com
Website: www.kuwaittimes.com

KISR registers four
new patents, 237
research projects

KUWAIT: Acting Director
General of Kuwait Institute
for Scientific Research Dr
Mana  Al-Sudairawi, an-
nounced on Monday the in-
stitute’s achievements during
2022-2023, as it registered
four new patents and 237 re-
search projects for institutions
and bodies from the public
and private sectors. Sudairawi

said that the four patents were

registered at the United States
Patent Office of the Water Re-

search Center, Petroleum Research Center and Energy and
Building Research Center, bringing the number of patents
by the institute since 2010 until present to 54 patents.“The
institute also provided 40 projects of consultations, studies
and technical services during 2022-2023 in the context of
strengthening cooperation and partnership with interna-
tional institutions and universities, in addition o signing 18
memorandums of understanding and new agreements with
local, regional and international bodies,” he explained. Su-
dairawi added that the institute also presented 86 scientific
papers in specialized conferences locally and internation-
ally and published 158 scientific publications in scientific
journals, which contributes o enhancing the presence of
the institute’s research results at the international level.

He stressed the institute continues its interest in de-
veloping the capabilities of its employees in order to
maintain the scientific excellence of its research children
through the scholarship system. “This year, 11 scholar-
ship students completed their scientific studies, six of
them obtained doctorate degrees and four obtained
master’s degrees, in addition to one scholarship student
obtaining a bachelor’s degree,” he said.

Sudairawi praised the performance of research teams
that worked on projects and studies through four special-
ized research centers, namely the Petroleum Research Cen-
ter, Water Research Center, Energy and Building Research
Center and the Environment and Life Sciences Research
Center, expressing his thanks for the support provided by
the institute’s supporting sectors. He said KISR occupies an
advanced scientific position and enjoys a good global rep-
utation, as its research and studies related to development
and addressing problems are widely appreciated thanks to
its distinguished scientific capabilities in the fields of sci-
ence, technology and innovation.— KUNA
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g in Kuwait City, on March 20, 2023. Kuwait’s constitutional court on March 19 nullified last year’s
legislative elections and ruled to reinstate the previous parliament, state media said, as a political crisis roils the oil-rich Gulf state. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Meritorious student shares her
time management techniques

‘Identify your most important tasks and prioritize them accordingly’

By Ghadeer Ghloum

KUWAIT: With the new academic year approach-
ing, Kuwait Times spoke to Al-Kawther Ghloum, a
high-achieving student, for some tips related to time
management that may help students in their study
and enable them to succeed. These tips include mak-
ing some lime for rest and enjoyment and reducing
the pressure associated with this period, especially
for high school students.

Identify priorities

According to Ghloum, students should be aware
of their priorities and then create a schedule accord-
ingly. “Identify your most important tasks and pri-
oritize them accordingly. Focus on completing your
most important tasks first in order to ensure that you
stay on track with your academic responsibilities,
then creale a daily or weekly schedule that includes
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all your classwork tasks and homework tasks, and
make sure to have a short break (15 to 25 minutes)
belween each assignment,” she said.

One task at a time

Ghloum said that students might think that by mul-
litasking they can achieve more in less lime; however,
this can be overwhelming, especially for high school
students, because the subjects are no longer com-
bined in one book. For instance, science is divided
into four separate subject such as chemistry, physics,
biology and geology, and each has its own pile of
requirements. Therefore, breaking them down into
smaller, more manageable tasks can help students
stay motivated and make progress consistently.

Meanwhile, attempting to multitask can often lead
to decreased productivity and inefficiency. She also
highlighted thal Lo be able Lo give [ull allention Lo
each task, students must set specific deadlines and
stick to them. “Set specific deadlines for completing
tasks and assignments because this will track your
progress and keep you motivated,” Ghloum said.

Take a break

“Because it is hard for students to eliminate all
forms of distractions, especially their smartphones,
for a long period of time, it would be helpful to take
regular breaks to check on your phone. I suggest
setting a timer ol 45 minutes of consistent study,
then laking a break for about 15 minutes. This will
keep you motivated and focused during your study
time, because you know that you will have a break
soon,” Ghloum said.

Inspired by the Pomodoro Technique, Ghloum
suggesls crealing a balance belween studying and

Kuwait’'s NAMAA
launches housing
project in Marib

MARIB: Kuwait NAMAA Charity has started
building a 50-unit housing project for the dis-
placed in the Yemeni governorate of Marib as part
of the Kuwait By Your Side campaign. NAMAA Di-
rector of the Relief Department Khaled Al-Shamri
said the housing project includes, in addition to
the 50 units, a health clinic, a school with all its

| TR S

taking a break in short periods of time. She also em-
phasized on the importance of taking good care of
one’s health, as she said that students need to get
enough sleep, eat well in the morning and at school,
and Lry lo exercise, or al least walk 30 minutes
daily, since taking care of one’s physical and men-
tal well-being will boost students’ productivity and
ability Lo focus.

facilities, a mosque, an artesian well, and a public
garden. He added that the project aims to shelter
50 displaced Yemeni families, improve and stabi-
lize their living conditions, and provide education
for their children.

NAMAA also launched its first medical and
surgical camp in the area last week, where 500
patients were treated for several conditions, ac-
cording to Al-Shamri. On his part, Deputy Direc-
tor of the Executive Unit for Displaced Persons
in Marib, Ali Abu Rakb, expressed his gratitude
and appreciation towards Kuwait for providing
humanitarian aid for Yemen in all different crises,
affirming the deep brotherly feelings shared be-
tween the two countries. — KUNA
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Cyprus migrants face
wave of attacks as
hostility brews
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RAFAH: This picture taken on August 27, 2023 shows a view of remaining structures at the destroyed and deserted terminal of the Gaza Strip’s former “Yasser Arafat International Airport”, in the southern city of Rafah. — AFP

Oslo promise now ‘destroyed dreams’ in Gaza

Palestinians should ‘leave Oslo’, forge new path: Former official

GAZA: Three decades after a historic handshake on
the White House lawn that capped months of secret
Zionist-Palestinian lalks, disillusioned voung Gazans
face the consequences and failed promises of the
once-celebrated Oslo Accords. The agreements inked
in the early 1990s were meant to lead to an indepen-
dent Palestinian slate, bul years of stalled negotiations
and bloody violence have left any peaceful resolution
of the ongoing conflict a distant dream.

In the blockaded Gaza Strip, “the Oslo Accords
.. destroyed our dreams, future and ambitions,”
said 20-year-old student Iman Hassouna. She was
not born when Palestine Liberation Organization
(PLO) leader Yasser Arafat returned to Gaza from
exile months after the September 13, 1993 sign-
ing ceremony in Washington. The interim accords
granted the nascent Palestinian Authority some
level of self-government but never expanded into
a lasting solution, which “has had a negative ef-
fect on the future of my generation”, according to

Fellow student Ahmed al-Abadila, 20, said what
remains of the accords is “nothing but ink on paper”.
Mustafla al-Sununu arrived in Gaza alongside Arafat
in July 1994 and was subsequently named captain of
the Palestinian presidential guard. “We thought the
country would become like Singapore: open roads,
work opportunities for our children, a government,
an airport, a port and a passportl”, Sununu, now 47,
told AFP. “We thought the state was within reach.”

Gaza, a narrow coastal enclave, is now home to
some 2.3 million people, according to the Palestinian
Central Bureau of Stalistics. Daily struggles in the
impoverished territory have been exacerbated by a
crippling Zionist-led blockade since Hamas Islamists
took control in 2007, two years after Zionist with-
drew troops and settlers.

Unemployment is rife with about 70 percent of
young people without a job in Gaza, where residents
regularly suffer power cuts and inadequate access
to clean water. “All countries have airports, border

our borders have been closed,” said Israa Murad.

“We're in prison,” according to the 21-year-old
who studies journalism at Gaza City’s Al-Agsa Uni-
versity. Palestinians celebrated the opening of Ga-
za’s first airport in late 1998, but it was destroyed by
Zionist forces in 2001 during the second Palestinian
uprising, or intifada. Since then, the Oslo Accords
have become irrelevant for many. “I'm nol interested
in that,” said the student Hassouna. “We young peo-
ple are looking for work and a better future.”

‘No chance for peace’

Sununu, the former presidential guard chief, went
into early retirement in 2008, like thousands of oth-
ers employed by the security services of the Pales-
tinian Authority (PA), based in the occupied West
Bank. It was the result of persistent rivalry between
Hamas and its rival, Fatah — the party of Arafat and
his successor Mahmud Abbas, which dominates the
PA. Two months ago, the retired officer opened a

ace in Gaza City’s Al-Rimal district. “We had high
hopes,” he recalled of the days of the Oslo Accords.
But “the dream of a state has been broken.”

Gaza has seen four major oulbreaks of fighting
between Zionist and Palestinian militants since 2008
which have left thousands dead, most of them Pal-
eslinians, and ravaged the Llerrilory’s infrastructure.
“We have lived through four wars and other trage-
dies and sorrows,” said Murad. “How could we just
forget all our past... How can we stand hand in hand
with our occupiers and seek peace?”

To her, “there is no chance for peace between
the Palestinians and Zionists. What has been taken
by force can only be taken back by force.” Former
Palestinian negotiator Hassan Asfour, who now
lives in Egypt, accused extremists “of conspiring
Lo thwart the Oslo Accords”, which many Pales-
tinians and Zionists would agree has largely suc-
ceeded. Speaking to AFP by phone, he said Pales-
tinians should “leave Oslo” and forge a new path

22-year-old Adham Abdullah.

Lead poisoning
linked to 5m
annual deaths

PARIS: Modelling research published
on Tuesday indicates that lead poisoning
has a more substantial impact on global
health than previously believed. It po-
tentially contributes to over five million
deaths annually, making it a significant
threat comparable to air pollution.

The study, described as “a wake-up
call’, also estimated that exposure to
the toxic metal causes young children in
developing countries to lose an average
of nearly six 1Q points each. Lead pol-
lution has been shown to cause a range
of serious health problems, particularly
relating to heart disease and the brain
development of small children, resulling
in leaded gasoline being banned world-
wide. But people can still be exposed
to the potent neurotoxin via food, soil,
cookware, fertilizers, cosmelics, lead—
acid car batteries and other sources.

The two World Bank economists who

posts, porls ...

authored the study, published in the Lan-
cel Planelary Health journal, said it was
the first Lo assess the impact of lead ex-
posure on heart disease deaths and child
IQ loss in wealthy and developing na-
lions. Lead author Bjorn Larsen told AFP
that when the pair first saw the figure
their model calculated, “we didnt even
dare to whisper the number” because it
was so “enormous”.

For the analysis, the researchers
used estimates of blood lead levels in
183 countries taken from the landmark
2019 Global Burden of Disease study.
Their model estimates that 5.5 million
adults died from heart disease in 2019
because of lead exposure, 90 percent
of them in low- and middle-income
countries. That is six times higher than
the previous estimate and represents
around 30 percent of all deaths from
cardiovascular disecase — the leading
cause of death worldwide. It would
mean that lead exposure is a bigger
cause of heart disease than smoking
or cholesterol, Larsen said. The World
Bank researchers put the economic
cost of lead exposure at $6 trillion in
2019, equivalent to seven percent of
global gross domestic product. — AFP

How lead affects brain cells
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Morocco quake
survivors suffer
as aid trickles in

MOULAY BRAHIM: Homeless, trauma-
lized and in some cases feeling abandoned
by the authorities, many survivors of Mo-
rocco’s powerful earthquake escaped
death only Lo fear they are now on their
own to stay alive. The deadly quake has
put a heavy burden on the North African
kingdom’s emergency resources and some
stranded in shattered communities were
angry and shocked over what they say is a
lack of a major influx of aid.

“We feel abandoned here, no one has
come to help us,” said 43-year-old Khadija
Aitlkyd among the ruins of her village of Mis-
sirat in a remote area high in the Atlas Moun-
tains. “Our houses have collapsed ... where
are we all going Lo live?” she asked in the
rubble of the liny, remole seltlement where
the smell of death hung in the air on Monday.

Residents of the village of under 100 peo-
ple said bodies of the 16 locals killed in the
quake have been recovered, but their dead
livestock under the stones and timber was
starting to decompose. The violent shaking
that flattened whole villages has inflicted a
toll that rose on Monday o over 2,800 dead
and almost as many injured. Another sur-
vivor, Mohammed Bouaziz, saw his village
of Moulay Brahim south of Marrakesh hard
hit in Morocco’s deadliest quake in over six
decades — about 20 residents were killed.
“We have received some help ... but it’s not

enough,” said the 29-year-old who is part of

alocal group trying to meet the needs of over
600 residents left homeless.

With the help of local authorities and do-
nors [rom the region, the group called Intika-
la has sel up nine improvised camps crowd-
ed with women and children as men used

fast-food restaurant near the old presidential pal-

towards the future. — AFP

DOUZROU: Vlllagers walk through the rubble of destroyed houses in Douzrou on Sep-
tember 12, 2023, following a 6.8-magnitude earthquake. — AFP

their bare hands to clear rubble. The most
risk-taking among the men venture inside
whal remains of the structures in the village
Lo salvage belongings al the core of daily life:
mallresses, blankels and cooking ulensils.

In the village of Missirat, which is about
300-kilometre (185 miles) drive southwest
of Marrakesh, Mohamed Aitlkyd looked
around and noled the absence of govern-
ment aid workers or rescuers. “The only
time we saw the authorilies was Lo count
the number of victims in the hours after
this disaster,” said the 28-year-old. “Since
then, we haven’t seen them once ... nobody
is here with us.”

No government response was immedi-
alely forthcoming o the Missiral residents’
complaints, but the Interior Ministry issued
a statement Monday highlighting how the
government was helping victims of the di-
saster. “Authorities are proceeding with their
efforts lo rescue, evacuale and care for the

injured and mobilise all necessary means,”
the ministry said. Parallel to official efforts,
privately organized aid convoys of food, wa-
ter and blankets were a frequent sight on the
Lwisling and narrow mounlain roads near
Missirat and clusters of other rural villages.

“We're here to give a hand to our
brothers. We need to help these people,”
Yahia Mansour, a small trader, said from
behind the wheel of a truck loaded with
dozens of foam beds. Yet in the face of
such destruction in so many of the vil-
lages, which disintegrated under Friday’s
brutal shock, public and private aid ef-
forts are likely to struggle to meet all
needs. More than 48 hours after the quake
hit, running water was restored in Moulay
Brahim and families were sharing the bath-
rooms of the few homes slill standing. As
well as relishing these miniscule aspects
of normality, survivors were grateful to be
alive despite their current suffering. —AFP
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50 years later, wounds of
Pinochet regime still raw

Politically divided Chile marks coup anniversary

SANTIAGO: In the basement of the
presidential palace in Chile’s capital, Pa-
tricia Herrera was detained and tortured
for months before being sent into exile.
It was early in a military dictatorship that
would kill or cause the disappearance of
thousands of people. Fifty years after
the US-backed coup that snuffed out
Chile’s democracy, the wounds from all
that suffering are still raw.

Chile on Monday marked 50 years
since the coup d’etat with political di-
visions over the legacy ol his brutal
dictatorship on stark display. Com-
memorations of the violent ouster of
Marxist leader Salvador Allende still
evoke strong emotions, and police
fired leargas and waler cannons al
protesters who vandalized the presi-
dential palace on the anniversary’s eve.

Leftist President Gabriel Boric led
an event at the palace, known as La
Moneda, to mark the historic date, and
stressed the need to condemn those
who violate human rights “without any
nuance.” “The coup cannot be sepa-
rated from what came after,” he said,
referring o the 17-year Pinochel dic-
tatorship under which more than 3,200
people were killed or “disappeared”
and tens of thousands tortured.

Torment

As she returned from class at the
university, Herrera was detained by of-
ficers in plain clothes because she was
“a woman and a socialist.” She was 19.
Herrera was taken, blindfolded, to the
basement of La Moneda, as the pres-
idential palace is called. It was then
also known as “El Hoyo,” or the pit, as
it was one of the first detention and
torture centers set up by General Au-
guslo Pinochel’s new regime after the
ouster of Socialist president Salvador
Allende on September 11, 1973.

Allende committed suicide rather
than be captured. “From the very first
night we got there, there was sexual
humiliation. At first, I thought it was just
the guard who was overdoing it with
me. I did not think it was an established
thing that women had to suffer sexual,
in addition to political, violence,” said
Herrera, now 68 and a historian.

Herrera was held for 14 months at
the palace and in two other buildings
in Santiago that were converted into
lorture cenlers by the Pinochel re-
gime. She was then sent into an exile
that would last 15 years, first in France
and then in Cuba. Two commissions
created to study the dictatorship con-
cluded that at least 38,254 people
were tortured under the Pinochet re-
gime, which lasted until 1990.

The basement in the presidential
palace where Herrera was held was
also known as Cuartel, or barracks,
N°l and is now used as office space.
People taken there blindfolded could
idenlify it because of ils curved wall.
On August 30 of this year, the current
president, Gabriel Boric, had a plaque
installed in the basement space to
mark the horrors endured by around
30 people who were held there. “We
want to put up a marker for everyone
to see,” Herrera said, “that here, in the
political heart of the nation, there was
a torture center.”

The dictatorship triggered the
biggest migratory movement in Chil-
ean history. Just over 200,000 peo-
ple went into exile, according to the
non-governmental  Chilean  Human
Rights Commission. Employees of the
Allende government, union leaders,
workers, students and farmers left
the country, laking their families with
them. Sweden, Mexico, Argenlina,
France and Venezuela were the main

recipient countries. Most of the exiles were
able to return home starting September 1,
1988, when the regime issued a decree al-
lowing them back, a year and a hall before
the dictatorship ended. A communist activ-
ist named Shaira Sepulveda was tortured
in secret prisons called Villa Grimaldi and
Cuatro Alamos. After her release she left in
1976 for France, along with her husband at
that time. She left relatives and friends in
Santiago. “My family was here, my sister,
my parents. But what really hurt was hav-
ing Lo go Lo a country where you are a no-
body,” Sepulveda recalls. She returned to
Chile 17 years later with two children, but
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the Chilean dictatorship victims during a ceremony to commemorate the 50th anniver-
sary of the Chilean dictatorship in front of La Moneda Presidential Palace in Santiago, on September 11, 2023. — AFP

again her family was broken apart. The el-
dest child could not adapt to life in Chile
and returned to Europe. “I am an old wom-
an, so my grandchildren there will barely
know me,” said Sepulveda, who is 74.

On Sunday, Boric became the first pres-
ident since the end of the dictatorship in
1990 to attend a commemorative march
through Santiago for Pinochel’s viclims.
But the procession was marred by vandals
causing damage Lo the exterior of L.a Mone-
da and the general cemetery that houses a
victims’ memorial. Six police officers were
injured and at least 11 people were arrested,
officials said. Boric blamed the acls on “ad-

versaries of democracy.” On Sunday night,
some 6,000 women dressed in black held a
peacelul vigil in the capital under the slogan:
“Never again will democracy be bombed,”
in reference to the 1973 air raids.

Led by Boric, Allende’s leftist political
heirs are in power in Chile today. But the
far-right Republican Party — Pinochet
apologists — emerged the strongest from
elections in May for a body lasked with
drafting a new constitution to replace the
one that dates from the dictatorship era.
Pinochet died of a heart attack on Decem-
ber 10, 2006, aged 91, without ever selting
foot in a court. — AFP

Biden faces US

political showdown
after G20 trip

WASHINGTON: US President Joe Biden is counting
his wins from a grueling trip to Asia, but at home he
faces a string of political showdowns to keep his re-
election bid on sure footing. The 80-year-old had 2024
in his sights when he said on his return from India and
Vietnam on Monday that his travels had “strengthened
America’s leadership on the global stage.”

With his Democratic Party reportedly alarmed
by his poll ratings, Biden used his time at the G20
in Delhi and in Hanoi to talk up his credentials as US
commander-in-chief and international statesman.
But the situation on his return to Washington looks
increasingly like an uphill battle.

Despite positive economic signs, America’s old-

est-ever president is polling neck-and-neck in a likely
rematch with Donald Trump, his 77-year-old Republi-
can predecessor. A possible US government shutdown
looms at the end of the month; a potentially disruptive
strike of US automakers is also in the cards. And hard-
line Republicans are even pushing for an impeachment
inquiry over Biden’s embattled son Hunter.

But the really bad news after an exhausting jour-
ney through all 24 time zones on Air Force One? For-
eign policy is not top of mind for most US voters. “I
don’t think going Lo other countries [or summil meel-
ings is going to make a big difference to him in terms
of poll numbers,” David Karol, who teaches govern-
ment and politics at the University of Maryland, told
AFP. The issue in particular won’t win over the small
number of swing voters he needs to convince next
year. “Mosl volers are nol focused on foreign alfairs
unless there’s a war with American troops in it.”

Biden the statesman was on display even at home
this weekend, in television campaign ads hailing his
support for Ukraine against the Russian invasion. Al
the G20 summit in Delhi, Biden “stepped into the

void left by Xi (Jinping of China) and secured new
infrastructure deals aimed al connecting India, the
Middle East and Europe,” said Josh Lipsky of the
Atlantic Council, a think tank.

In Vietnam he won a major upgrade in ties to rein
in rival Beijing. In Hanoi Biden riffed — at consider-
able length — on a favorite story about a supposed
quote from a movie starring legendary US actor
John Wayne, describing climate change skeptics
as “lying, dog-faced pony soldiers.” But that, and
a tired-seeming Biden’s parting words that he was
“going to bed” risked playing into the hands of his
biggest electoral liability at home — his age.

Democrats are starting to panic about his low
polling, The Wall Street Journal’s editorial board said
on Monday, especially over what il called his “age
and decline.” Back in Washinglon, a divided Con-
gress is struggling lo agree on a budgel extension
to avoid the first government shutdown since 2018-
19, when Trump was in office. The White House has
asked Congress Lo swillly vole on a budgel exten-
sion to avoid such a situation. Backed by Trump, far

ANCHORAGE: US President Joe Biden delivers re-
marks on the 22nd anniversary of the September 11,
2001 terrorist attacks. — AFP

right Republicans are also pushing heavily for an im-
peachment inquiry, saying they won't vole to avoid a
shutdown unless il goes ahead. They want Lo launch
the probe over Hunter Biden’s business dealings in
Ukraine and unproven allegations about whether the
president benefitted from them. — AFP

2,300 dead in Libya
floods, scores...

Continued from Page 1

“Communities across Libya have endured years of
conflict, poverty and displacement. The latest disaster
will exacerbate the situation for these people. Hospi-
tals and shelters will be overstretched.”

Foolage on Libyan TV showed dozens of bod-
ies, wrapped in blankets or sheets, on Derna’s main
square awailing identification and burial, and more
bodies in Martouba village to the southeast. More
than 300 victims were buried Monday — but vast-
ly greater numbers were feared lost in the river that
empties into the Mediterranean. The storm also hit
Benghazi and the hill district of Jabal al-Akhdar.
Flooding, mudslides and other major damage were
reported from the wider region, with images showing
overturned cars and trucks.

Libya’s National Oil Corporation, which has its
main fields and terminals in eastern Libya, declared
“a state of maximum alert” and suspended flights be-
tween production sites where it said activity was dras-
tically reduced. Oil-rich Libya is still recovering from
the years of war and chaos that followed the 2011 NA-
TO-backed popular uprising which toppled and killed
longtime dictator Muammar Gaddafi.

The country is divided between two rival govern-
menls — the UN-brokered, internationally recognized
administration based in Tripoli, and a separate admin-
istration in the disaster-hit east. Access to the east is
limited. Phone and online links have been largely sev-
ered, but the administration’s prime minister Oussama
Hamad has reported “more than 2,000 dead and thou-
sands missing” in Derna alone. A Derna city council
official described the situation as “catastrophic” and
asked for a “national and international intervention”.

Libya’s UN-backed government under Abdelhamid
Dbeibah announced three days of national mourning
on Monday and emphasized “the unity of all Liby-
ans”. Aid convoys from Tripoli were heading east and
Dbeibah’s government announced the dispatch of two
ambulance planes and a helicopter, as well as rescue
teams, canine search squads and 87 doctors, and tech-
nicians to restore power.

Rescue teams from Turkey have arrived in easl-
ern Libya, according to authorities, and the United
Nations and several countries offered to send aid.
Egypt announced three days of mourning “in sol-
idarity” with Libya and earthquake-hit Morocco
and offered to send aid to both countries. Algeria
said it was sending aid aboard eight military planes
and Italy said it was “responding immediately to re-
quests for support” with an assessment team on the
way. The Uniled Stales embassy said it had “issued
an official declaration of humanitarian need in re-
sponse to the devastating floods in Libya”. — AFP
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MERSIN, Turkey: US caver Mark Dickey is carried to an ambulance helicopter after a successful rescue
operation near Anamur on Sept 12, 2023. — AFP

Ailing US explorer
rescued after nine
days in Turkey cave

ISTANBUL: An international Lleam of rescuers on Tues-
day pulled to safety a US explorer who spent nine days
trapped deep in the narrow tunnels of a Turkish cave
with internal bleeding. “Mark Dickey was removed from
the last exit of the cave,” the Turkish Caving Federation
said, adding that the “cave rescue part of the operation
has ended successfully.”

The 40-year-old explorer developed stomach
problems while examining the depths of the Mor-
ca Cave, a remole complex of twisting underground
passageways in southern Turkey’s Taurus Mountains.
The cave, Turkey’s third-deepest, reaches nearly 1.3
km below ground at its lowest point. Dickey fell ill at
a depth of 1,120 m, sparking what organizers said was
one of the largest and most complicated underground
rescue operations ever mounted.

An international team of 200 rescuers, fellow ex-
plorers and medics began to cautiously pull Dickey to

.

safely alter first giving him infusions of blood. They first
strapped him to a stretcher, which sometimes needed to
be lifted vertically by rope through particularly narrow
passageways. The teams pulling the ropes would occa-
sionally take breaks, climbing back up to the surface be-
fore returning underground. “We congratulate all those
who contributed,” the Turkish Caving Federation said.

Officials said Dickey’s health has been steadily im-
proving for a few days. “He is in good health in gen-
eral. He continues to be fed with liquids,” Cenk Yildiz,
the head of the local branch of Turkey’s emergency
response service, told reporters late on Sunday. “We
have resolved his stomach bleeding issues with plas-
ma and serum support.”

In a video recorded on Wednesday, Dickey thanked
the Turkish government for its help. “The quick re-
sponse of the Turkish government to get the medical
supplies that I needed, in my opinion saved my life,”
Dickey said. The European Cave Rescue Association
(ECRA) called Dickey an experienced explorer with
a medical background. The New York state native is a
“well-known figure in the international speleological
community, a highly trained caver, and a cave rescuer
himself,” the ECRA said. “In addition to his activities
as a speleologist, he is also the secrelary of the ECRA
medical committee and an instructor for cave rescue
organizations in the USA.” — AFP
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l LIMASSOL: Chu Thi Dao, the 35-year-old Vietnamese owner of a convenience shop that was attacked in an
anti-migrant riot, stands by her merchandise. — AFP photos

Wednesday, September 13, 2023

Cyprus migrants face wave

of attacks as hostility brews

Disinformation, political hate speech blamed for rising xenophobia

LIMASSOL: Hours before the masked
men came, brandishing Cypriot flags and
molotov cocktails, hushed whispers of the
imminent rampage travelled down the Li-
massol seafront strip home to many mi-
grant-owned businesses. Egyptian restau-
rant owners rushed to bring their water
pipes indoors, and a Vietnamese vendor
quickly cleared their street displays of
greens and sugar cane slalks.

But they couldn’t hide the distinct cul-
tural heritage each of them has proudly
embraced as they have buill their live-
lihoods on the Mediterranean island.
Egyptian restaurateur Mohammed el-
Basaraty, 38, recalled, “I was standing
with a neighbor and she told me to leave
... ‘because il they see you, a foreigner,
they will beat you’, she said”.

He stowed away al the back of the
restaurant as the men smashed the win-
dows of the business he had built with his
life savings. “We began to hear the sound
of glass breaking ... After that I smelled the
smell of smoke and fire.” The altack early
this month came amid a surge in violence
against migrants in Cyprus, which last year
recorded the European Union’s highest

Children of couple
who fled Britain put

proportion of first-time asylum seekers rel-
ative to population.

Experts blame the increased main-
streaming of xenophobia in Cypriot politics
and media, fueled by the spread of disinfor-
malion and the mismanagement of the large
number of people trying to reach Europe.
Just days earlier, locals near the western
city of Paphos had launched a similar attack
on migrants after years of friction with the
hundreds of mostly Syrians living in a con-
demned apartment complex.

Men with crowbars and sticks could
be seen in videos shared on social me-
dia, shouting “out, out” as they marched
through the streets. Twenty-one people
were arresled, including 12 Syrians. Police
had earlier raided the building to clear it of
its residents after allegations of electricity
theft spread on social media.

Despite that precedent, as well as a
heavy police presence ahead of the Li-
massol prolest, residents say little was
done to intervene. “They were more than
600 people,” said Adel Hassan, 76, a lo-
cal resident. “How many did the police ar-
rest? Just 13?” Police did not immediately
respond to an AFP request for comment,

but police chief Stelios Papatheodorou
acknowledged before parliament that the
response was “slow”.

Normalized hate

Some observers have voiced suspi-
cions that hidden under the black bala-
clavas were members of the extreme
right-wing party Elam, a group initially
formed out of Greece’s now-outlawed
neo-Nazi Golden Dawn. Elam did not re-
spond to AFP’s request for comment, but
the group has repeatedly denied involve-
ment in the violence.

Giorgos Charalambous, a professor fo-
cused on European party politics and mo-
bilization al the Universily ol Nicosia, says
overall “hate speech” has become normal-
ized across the political spectrum, creating
an atmosphere conducive to the attacks
that he described as “pogroms”. “Individ-
uals and politicians that spread fake news
and racist rheloric aboul immigration also
come from more mainstream center-right
parties,” he told AFP.

Cyprus has been at the frontlines of
large-scale migrant arrivals in recenl years,
which have seen the government Llake

harsher steps, including increased push-
backs, according to the Cyprus Refugee
Council. The UN relugee agency last month
expressed concern after more than 100
Syrians were deported to Lebanon without
adequate screening of their asylum appli-
cations. Such steps, buffeted by the crack-
down near Paphos, may have emboldened
far-right activists to turn their long-stand-
ing grievances into action, observers said.

‘Sense of safety’

The violence has “never escalated to
this, although I can’t say that we haven't
seen it coming,” said Corina Drousitiou of
the Cyprus Refugee Council. She largely
blamed the growing anti-migrant senti-
ment on inadequate measures by the au-
thorities, particularly the previous gov-
ernment, also pointing to “the language
used in official statements ... which was
quite evidently xenophobic”.

Responding to a request for com-
ment, the interior ministry spokesperson
in the current government, which was
formed in March, blamed the unrest on
“accumulated problems that were ex-
ploited by anonvymous accounts on so-

cial media platforms”. “In no case did the
official side express any racist rhetoric,”
Elena Fysentzou told AFP.

For many foreigners on the island, the
damage is already done. “Things have
changed. There isn't the sense of safely that
we used Lo feel,” Sayed Samir, the owner
of Mr Habibi, one of the ransacked restau-
rants, lold AFP. It took ChuThi Dao years of
hard work to scrape together enough mon-
ey to open her convenience store overlook-
ing the Limassol waterfront. “She wanted a
better life for her children,” her 17-year-old
daughter, Flora, told AFP.

A video of the 35-year-old Vielnamese
woman crying at her shop after the attack
quickly went viral across the island, drawing
solidarity and support from the community
and government. Like the Vietnamese shop,
the majorily of the businesses thal were al-
tacked are owned by people who had fled
either unrest or dire economic conditions
to settle in Cyprus years ago. Towards the
end of the conversation, Flora’s eyes start Lo
glaze over with tears. “I want Lo stay here
and live with my mom and family,” the leen-
ager said, struggling with the notion that
this dream may now be shattered. — AFP

Philippine journalist

into Pakistan custody

ISLAMABAD: Five British-Pakistani children
brought to Pakistan by a fugilive couple wanted
over the death of a 10-year-old girl in Britain were
taken into the custody of state protective services
onTuesday, police said. Surrey Police in Britain said
last week the welfare of the five children was “a pri-
orily” after Sara Sharil was found dead with multi-
ple injuries in her family home in August.

They believe her father Urfan Sharif, aged 41,
his partner Beinash Batool, 29, and his brother
Faisal Malik, 28, fled to Pakistan with the children
aged belween one and 13 before Sara’s body was
found, sparking an international manhunt. The chil-
dren were found at Sharil’s father’s house in Jhe-
lum, around 120 kilometers (75 miles) east of the
Pakistan capital, after police received information
that the couple were hiding there. “We have been
conducling investigalions and raids for some lime
and were [inally successful in recovering the chil-
dren yesterday,” Mudassar Khan, spokesman for
the Jhelum police, told AFP.

Pakistan police are slill investigating how long
the children had been in the house as the search for
Sharif and Batool continues. The house where the
children were found was otherwise empty. After a
court appearance on Tuesday “the area magistrate
has ordered the children be handed over into the
custody of the child protection bureau,” Khan said.

The fugitive couple said last week they were
prepared to cooperate with UK authorities.
“Sara’s death was an incident. Our family in Paki-
stan are severely affected by all that is going on,”
Balool said in a video shared with AFP by her rel-
atives. “My main concern is that Pakistani police
will torture or kill us, that is why we have gone into

Police personnel escort British-Pakistani children (right) and their grandfather Muhammad Sharif (third left)
after appearing at a local court in Jhelum on September 12, 2023. — AFP

hiding.” Surrey County Council in Britain, the lo-
cal authority with responsibility for the welfare of
children living in ils area, said il was “moniloring
developments” and “working with our partners to
establish next steps”. The British High Commission
in Islamabad did not respond to requests for com-
ment on Tuesday. — AFP

Canadian planned
killing of Muslim
family: Prosecution

WINDSOR: A Canadian man acted de-
liberately and with premeditation when he
slammed his pick-up truck into a Muslim
family, killing four people in an alleged
terrorist rampage, the prosecutor said as
his trial got underway Monday. Nathaniel
Veltman, now 22, has pleaded not guilty
to four counts of first-degree murder and
one count of altempted murder in the kill-
ing of the Afzaal family in London, Ontario
in June 2021. The case also marks the first-
time arguments of a terrorism motive re-
lated to white supremacy will be heard in a
Canadian court.

In opening remarks cited by local
media, prosecutor Sara Shaikh said Velt-
man had gone out looking for Muslims
to kill. When he passed the family out for
an evening walk, he turned his pick-up
truck around and accelerated, jumping
the curb as he drove into them. Bod-

ies reportedly flew into the air. Pieces
of clothing worn by one or more of the
victims would later be found embedded
in the truck’s front grill and bumper. “He
drove his truck directly at them,” Shaikh
was quoted by broadcaster CTV as tell-
ing the court, with “pedal to the metal.”

Veltman was arrested at a nearby mall
wearing body armor and a helmet. Ac-
cording to the prosecutor he was over-
heard in the background of a 911 call say-
ing, “It was me who crashed into them ...
did it on purpose.” As he was being hand-
cuffed, he also told police he wanted to
“send a strong message” against Muslim
immigration, she said. Evidence collected
by police included writings gushing about
white nationalism and against mass immi-
gration. Several knives and an air gun were
also seized from his truck.

Three generations of the Afzaal family
were killed in the altack: Salman Afzaal, 46,
his wife Madiha Salman, 44, his mother Talat
Afzaal, 74, and their daughter Yumnah, 15.
A fifth victim, a boy, then 9, was seriously
injured. Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has
said the killings were “a terrorist attack,
motivated by hatred.” — AFP

India cow vigilante
arrested for inciting
religious riots

NEW DELHI: Indian police arrested on
Tuesday the leader of a vigilante group
devoted to protecting cows who had been
accused of inciling deadly religious riols
near New Delhi in July. Monu Manesar
leads a chapler of the radical Hindu right-
wing group Bajrang Dal and is a suspect in
the mob lynching in February of two Muslim
men accused of cow smuggling.

Cows are considered sacred by Hin-
dus and their slaughter is illegal in many
Indian stlates. Manesar remained [ree
and continued to post inflammatory an-
ti-Muslim content regularly on Facebook
and Instagram for months after authorities
linked him to the murders.

He announced in July plans to attend a
Hindu procession in Nuh, a largely Mus-
lim district near the capital. At least six
people were killed and dozens more in-
jured in the resulting unrest, which con-

linued for days and spilled over Lo Del-
hi’s outskirts. Nuh district police officer
Shubhjeet Singh confirmed Manesar’s
arrest on charges of spreading hateful
content on social media.

Singh said Manesar would be handed
over to police in Rajasthan state, where
charges have been registered against him
over the February double-murder. Manesar
ultimately did not attend the July procession
in Nuh, which saw cars set alight and stones
hurled at participants. The violence soon
spread to nearby Gurugram, a key business
center and satellite of Delhi where Nokia,
Samsung and other multinationals have their
Indian headquarters.

In one neighborhood, a mob of around
200 people armed with sticks and stones
looted several Muslim-owned meat shops
and sel fire to a restaurant while chanting
Hindu religious slogans. Manesar regularly
posted videos celebrating attacks on Mus-
lims accused of transporting or killing cows.

India has seen numerous outbreaks of
seclarian violence belween majorily Hindus
and its 200-million-strong Muslim minority
since Hindu nationalist Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi Look office in 2014. — AFP

Maria Ressa cleared
of tax charge

MANILA: Philippine Nobel laureate Maria Res-
sa was acquitted Tuesday of her final tax evasion
charge, in the latest legal victory for the veleran
journalist as she battles to stay out of prison.

Ressa smiled as the judge delivered the ver-
dict in the years-long case, an AFP journalist in-
side the courtroom said. The 59-year-old, who
shared the Nobel Peace Prize with Russian jour-
nalist Dmitry Muratov in 2021, has been fighting
multiple charges filed during the administration
of former president Rodrigo Duterte.

Ressa, a vocal critic of Duterte and his dead-
ly drug war, has long maintained that the cas-
es against her and the news website Rappler,
which she co-founded in 2012, were politically
motivated. Ressa and Rappler had faced five
government charges of lax evasion stemming
from the 2015 sale of Philippine depositary re-
ceipts, which is a way for companies to raise
money [rom foreign investors.

A court acquitted them on four of the charges
in January. The fifth charge was heard by a dif-
ferent court, which cleared her of wrongdoing
on Tuesday. Despite the acquittals, Ressa and
Rappler face an uncertain future as they battle
another two court cases.

Ressa told AFP Tuesday thal media free-
dom in the country has improved since former
president Rodrigo Duterte left office, but there
was slill a “lot of work to do”. She said the fear
fostered by him had “largely lifted” since his
successor Ferdinand Marcos took power in
June 2022. “There’s been a lot of problems in
the Philippines because fear spreads. But it has
improved,” Ressa said. —AFP

MANILA: Philippine journalist and Nobel laureate
Maria Ressa reacts outside court following her
acquittal in a tax evasion case. — AFP
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Malek Hammoud, Fajer Saleh Alpachachi, Dakhil Al-Dakhil and Mohammed Al-Munifi during the panel discussion.

Zain hosts ZGI Demo Day, the most decisive

Established 1961
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phase of tech startup accelerator program

Al-Roudhan: Developing creative economy will be the focus of ZGI’s next chapters

KUWAIT: Zain recenlly hosted ils dis-
linguished ZGI Demo Day ceremony, the
most decisive phase of the company's
award-winning Zain Great Idea tech start-
up accelerator program. During the event,
startup owners from the program’s 7th sea-
son showcased their regional expansion
plans and strategic roadmaps in front of
venture capital firms and potential business
partners from local and regional companies.

empower Kuwaili entrepreneurs, accelerate
hundreds of startups, and embrace thou-
sands of aspiring minds for 13 years,” the
CEO continued.

Al-Roudhan further noled: “Today,
Zain Greal Idea is more than just a start-
up accelerator. It has become a compre-
hensive ecosystem for entrepreneurs,
idea owners, and inveslors, regardless of
the size of their business. This ecosystem

¢ Being recognized as ‘Ecosystem Enabler of the Year’ attests to

ZGI’s leadership and success.

¢ Today, ZGl is more than a startup accelerator; it’s a comprehen-
sive ecosystem for entrepreneurs and aspiring business owners.

The ceremony was attended by Zain
Kuwait CEO Eaman Al-Roudhan, Malek
Hammoud, Zain Group’s Chief Investment
& Digital Officer, the company’s execulive
management team, ambassadors and diplo-
mats, ZGI alumni, representatives from the
private and public sectors, and numerous
guests from the local and regional business
communities.

The event featured an insightful panel
discussion titled Startup Funding Land-
scape in MENA: What Investors Are Look-

embraces a large family of inspirational
minds who work as individuals or owners
of profitable, sustainable businesses that
employ hundreds and even thousands,
with millions of dollars in funds.”
Al-Roudhan shed light on the program’s
latest season: “With the 7th season that
kicked off in September 2022, ZGI con-
tinued on its core mission, but grew in its
vision, and expanded its programs to new
horizons. With it, we opened a bridge to
connecl aspiring entrepreneurs Lo the big-

I]I L .IL'

Al-Roudhan with the entrepreneurs and guests.

ing lor, joined by Malek Hammoud, Zain
Group’s Chief Investment & Digital Officer;
Fajer Saleh Alpachachi, General Manager of
Hope Ventures, the investment arm of Hope
Fund, Bahrain; Dakhil Al-Dakhil, CEO of
Rasameel Investment Company; and Mo-
hammed Al-Munifi, Associate at Faith Cap-
ital Holding.

During her opening speech, Eaman
Al-Roudhan said: “I welcome our es-
teemed guests from the local and regional
entrepreneurial communities and repre-
sentatives of capital investment funds and
business partners. Hosting such an excep-
tional gathering of inspirational minds from
across the Arab world is clear evidence of
ZGI's leadership and maturity: it has truly
become a force of altraction in the space
of entrepreneurship.”

Al-Roudhan added: “It gives me greal
pride that, for 13 years, our innovative pro-
gram proved itself on the regional landscape
as one of the top destinations that attract
entrepreneurs o accelerate their startups
and enter the highly competitive regional
markel.” “Earlier this year, ZGI was named
Ecosystem Enabler of the Year in the Re-
gion by the prestigious Entreprencur Mid-
dle East magazine. This award recognized
the program’s leadership in promoling a vi-
brant lech slartup acceleration ecosystem.
It also attested to Zain's endless efforts to

gesl destinations that largel business own-
ers in the region, which wilnesses acceler-
ating changes and maturity.”

“Our members gained rich experiences
in these destinations, which included three
of the biggest incubaling ecosystems and
leaders of crealivily and innovation in the
Arab World: Dubai, Riyadh, and Cairo. I'm
sure that this experience added a huge val-
ue Lo their businesses and to them as peo-
ple, while giving them countless opportu-
nities to connect with those who share the
same passion.” Al-Roudhan added.

The CEO concluded by saying: “Al the
end of every ZGI season, we lake greal
care lo review our latest experience and
reevaluate our goals. Continuous growth
is behind every successful project, and our
gathering today gives us a platform to listen
to what you have to say and help us learn
and grow the outcomes of this program.
ZGI's next chapter will focus on developing
the crealive economy, and we're exciled for
the road ahead.”

The ZGl Demo Day is the program’s
most decisive phase, as it culminates the
hard work, effort, and passion of 28 Kuwaiti
entrepreneurs whose businesses excelled in
the market’s most vibrant industries during
the program’s 7th season. The ZGI mem-
bers showcased their regional expansion
plans and strategic roadmaps in front of
venture capital firms and potential business
partners from local and regional companies,
giving them an invaluable opportunity to
grow and expand their businesses.

During their journey, the entrepreneurs
took part in three regional accelerator pro-
grams in Dubai, Rivadh, and Cairo, in which
they were exposed to rich experiences that
helped them expand their businesses and
serve the needs of the market, not just lo-
cally, but regionally as well. At Demo Day,
each entrepreneur had their own stall to
showcase their business and outline their
roadmap to polential partners. Zain learned
a lot from previous seasons and heard what
ZGI alumni had to say aboul how to further

refine the program year after year. And so,
this season, the company offered greal-
er {lexibility and more [reedom for every
participant to take part in the sessions and
programs that best suited their schedule
and unique business needs.

In preparation for the new ZGI chap-
ter, Zain and Sabah Al-Ahmad Center for
Giltedness and Crealivily (a KFAS center)
announced that they will be the official
Kuwail Country Partners of Beban, the re-
gional entrepreneur reality TV show, join-
ing forces lo include and enable Kuwaili

General 1raai g -

Some of the entrepreneurs showcase their startups to investors.

Eaman Al-Roudhan, Malek Hammoud, Abdullah Al-Najran Al-Tuwaijri, and Mohammed

Jaffar during the event.

entrepreneurs’ participation in the upcom-
ing third season of the show which will air
in January 2024.

Through Beban, Zain and SACGC will
offer 40 Kuwaili entreprencurs the op-
portunily to undergo an intensive 2-week
training bootcamp at the Zain Innovation
Campus (ZINC). During the bootcamp, en-
trepreneurs will be provided with insights
Lo enhance their business plans and ensure
their readiness to pitch their businesses to
a panel of investors for strategic business
development and equity investment on the
TV show, where only 5 shortlisted Kuwaiti
entrepreneurs will be accepted from the 40

parlicipants.

Beban is a reality TV show aired on Sha-
hid, the leading regional online streaming
platform, along with a number of regional
television channels. Through the program,
entrepreneurs pitch to investors for im-
mediale investment offers and stralegic
business opportunities. The program is a
production of Hope Ventures, the invesl-
ment arm of Hope Fund, established by His
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al-Khalifa of
Bahrain. The next chapter of ZGl is also set
to feature a number of key regional destina-
tions, featuring comprehensive acceleration

programs for the participating startups. The
destinations will give entrepreneurs an in-
valuable opportunity to take on the region-
al market experience, while also networking
and exchanging ideas and expertise with
other notable entrepreneurs and reaching
out to investment funds and form relations
with potential business partners.

.
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Zain strongly believes in the crucial role
played by private sector organizations in
supporting social and economic sustain-
ability projects. The company is committed
Lo printing a positive impact through all its
aclivities, and this has led it to embrace the
most influential topics in the community,
perhaps most importantly the support of
youth, entrepreneurship, and innovation,
not only in Kuwait, but across the entire
region. ZGlI offers a refreshed opportuni-
Ly for local talents and the region’s entre-
preneurial community. Throughout seven
successful editions, the program has em-
powered, trained, and invested in hundreds
of creative and driven Kuwaiti and Arab
youth, of which many now own thriving
and active SMEs to this day in local and
regional markels.

Zain is well aware of the crucial role
played by private sector organizations in
supporting social and economic sustain-
ability projects. Springing from its growing
commitment towards practicing its social
responsibility, the company is commilted
to printing a positive impact through all its
activities. This has led Zain to embrace the
most influential issues in the communily, in-
cluding the support of youth, entrepreneur-
ship and innovation.
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NBK-Bahrain’s profits demonstrate the soundness of
the Group’s diversification strategy in increasing prof-
itability and reducing exposure to risk

Our future strategy is to expand our operating markets
while maintaining our digital competitive edge and im-
proving service integration

Isam Al-Sager

NBK-Bahrain rep

Wednesday, September 13, 2023

¢ We are moving steadily towards strengthening our po-
sition in Bahrain and providing high-quality products to
our customers

e The operating environment in Bahrain showed more
signs of recovery, thanks to the unwavering efforts to
support the economy

Ali Fardan

orts net profit of

KD 51.7 million in first half of 2023

Total assets stood at KD 5.51bn by June-end ¢ Total shareholders’ equity jumped by 15% y-o-y

KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait-Bahrain (NBK
Bahrain) reported net profits of BHD 63.38 million
(KD 51.7 million) for 1H 2023 compared to BHD
54.84 million (KD 44.68 million) in the correspond-
ing period of 2022.

As of end of June 2023, NBK-Bahrain's total as-
sets stood at BHD 6.75 billion (KD 5.51 billion) com-
pared to BHD 7.05 billion (KD 5.75 billion) in the
corresponding period of 2022. Total sharcholders’
equity increased by 15 percent y-o-y to BHD 1.15
billion (KD 940 million), whereas customer deposits
decreased by 4 percent y-o-y to BHD 2.95 billion
(KD 2.405 billion) compared to BHD 3.080 billion
(KD 2.51 billion) in the corresponding period.

Commenting on the bank’s first half 2023 results,
Isam Al-Sager, NBK Group Vice-Chairman and
Chief Executive Officer said, “Despite the ongoing
challenges posed by global economic challenges
stemming from geopolitical instability and clevated
inflation rates, NBK Bahrain has managed Lo achieve
substantial profits during the first half of 2023. This
growth in profitability underscores the bank’s resil-
ient business model and solid financial standing.”

Al-Sager highlighted that the Group’s strategic
investments over the recent past years in key growth
areas, with a strong focus on sustaining digital lead-
ership and offering cutting-edge banking solutions
across all sectors, in addition to the performance of
international operations played a key role in sup-
porting the Group’s profitability and mitigating risk.

“NBK Group possesses a unique advantage as
a result of its extensive geographical footprint.
This, in turn, promoles the seamless integra-

”l GlobalFoundries

T ———
ew on the Singa-

SING
pore facility of chipmaker GlobalFoundries during the
Singapore Fab expansion’s grand opening in Singa-
pore on Sept 12, 2023. — AFP

GlobalFoundries
opens $4bn
Singapore plant

SINGAPORE: The world’s third-largest contract
chipmaker GlobalFoundries opened a $4 billion
manufacturing plant in Singapore on Tuesday as part
of a global expansion to help ease an industry supply
crunch. The semiconductor sectlor is recovering from
disruptions caused by the pandemic, high inflation
and sluggish global economic growth caused in part
by geopolitical tensions.

The facility will produce an additional 450,000
wafers annually at full capacity by 2025 to 2026, the
US company’s Singapore general manager Tan Yew
Kong told reporters, raising the city-state’s overall
capacity to 1.5 million wafers each year. The chips,
usually used in smartphones and other mobile de-
vices, are also increasingly in demand by automak-
ers, especially for electric vehicles, adding to the
pressure to raise production. Shutdowns during the
pandemic fuelled a chip shortage, which was exac-
erbated by rising prices and an economic slowdown.

However analysts and industry officials say a
demand recovery is in sight. “The key megatrends
ol our industry—digilalisation, conneclivily, cloud
computing—are all driving acceleration to a more
connected and data-centric world,” GlobalFoundries
president and chief executive Thomas Caulfield said
at the launch. “It demonstrates how central and crit-
ical the industry is to the world economy and how
pervasive semiconductors are in enabling and en-
hancing all aspects of human life.”

Caulfield said despite current economic head-
winds, the company estimates the industry will dou-
ble in the next decade. “The catalyst for this growth
will be Al (artificial intelligence),” he said.

The firm’s 23,000-square meter (247,570 square
foot) Singapore facility, which broke ground in 2021,
will boost the global footprint of the company, which
already has plants in the United States and Europe.
Singapore’s chip output currently makes up 11 per-
cent of the global semiconductor market.

The global semiconductor market is predicted to
experience a downturn of 10.3 percent this year but
recover in 2024 and grow 11.8 percent, according to
estimates by industry monitor World Semiconductor
Trade Statistics. —AFP

tion of the Group’s services, and the diversily it
provides affords a high level of resilience to the
Group’s profits, giving its business a strong com-
petitive edge,” he noted.

Al-Sager emphasized that NBK-Bahrain contin-
ues to strengthen its position in the Bahraini mar-
kel, which is one of the key growth markets for NBK
Group, given the promising growth opportunities
and positive prospects of this market.

Al-Sager also highlighted NBK Group’s commit-
ment Lo further growth in the markels il currently
serves, with a clear aim to reinforce its prominent
position in the region. This expansion aligns closely
with the bank’s stralegic objeclives of realizing sus-
Lainable [uture growth.

On his part, Ali Fardan, General Manager of
NBK-Bahrain, said: “NBK-Bahrain delivered good
results for the Ist half of 2023, despite the challenges
facing the banking sector. This was achieved thanks
to the Group’s continuing clear strategy and sound
vision focusing on core banking activities.”

Fardan pointed out that the bank is moving
steadily in strengthening its position in Bahrain by
providing high-quality banking and financial ser-
vices to its retail and corporate customers, noting
that the bank has great potentials to achieve fur-
ther growth in the Bahraini market in the future.
“Over the first six months of the year, the operating
environment in Bahrain showed more signs of re-
covery thanks to the unwavering efforts to support
the economy, which would give more confidence to
the business sector and stronger momentum to the
economic performance,” he noted.

NBK MONEY MARKETS REPORT

Central banks hold
rates steady as oil
prices rebound

KUWAIT: Economic activity in the US services
sector continued to expand in August, marking
the eighth consecutive month of expansion. The
ISM service PMI rose from 52.7 to 54.5, coming
in above market expectations of 52.5 and reach-
ing a 6-month high. The reading also signaled
renewed inflationary pressures as inpul prices
rose Lo a 4-month high following higher ener-
gy prices. The services sector has been vital
in supporting a strong first half of the year for
economic growth in the US.

Unemployment claims

Initial unemployment claims decreased to
216,000 from 229,000 previously, considerably
lower than market expectations of 232,000. This
comes on the back of a resilient year for the la-
bor markel, even with a gradual soltening in recent
readings due to an increase in labor force partic-
ipation. Despile this, claims data can be chop-
py, with the last two readings being revised. The
greenback has gained 1.39 percent over the week
as other currencies weaken, last trading at 105.09.

Oil cut extensions

Saudi Arabia and Russia announced on Tues-
day that they would voluntarily extend their oil
production cuts of 1 million barrels per day and
300,000 barrels per day respectively until January
2024. Oil prices went up significantly marking $90
a barrel for the first time since November 2022.
In less than three months, oil prices have surged
31 percent. Despite the Chinese economic slump,
the US announced a delay in refilling their SPR
claiming “market conditions made it too expen-
sive”. Since then oil prices are up approximately
25 percent from their target to refill. Markets are
worried with oil prices being on the rise, inflation
is becoming even harder to tame. With that said
economists are wondering what the long-term
game plan is for the US.

The Bank of Canada kept rates unchanged at 5
percent but left the door open to further tighten-
ing saying the central bank is “prepared lo raise
rales again if needed”. The Canadian central bank
acknowledged the recent growth dala staling that
the economy has “entered a period of weaker
growth” with easing excess demand, however ca-
vealed this by saying such is “needed lo relieve
price pressures”. They referenced the tight labor
markel but simultaneously flagged the strong 4-5
percent wage growth as a concern. Markets are
pricing in an 82 percent probability of no change
for their next monetary policy meeting. The USD/
CAD currency pair is up on the week, closing at
1.3640. European Central Bank (ECB) president
Christine Lagarde spoke on Monday regard-
ing the economy and monelary policy. Lagarde
warned that central banks will need to “rebuild
confidence” by “conveying the uncerlainly we
face and the inherent challenge in conducting for-

Fardan praised the Central Bank of Bahrain’s ef-
forts, in particular, and all government agencies, in
general, for their continued support extended to
NBK-Bahrain and the entire Bahraini banking sec-
tors. He also highlighted the great support extended
by NBK Group through its vast regional and global

ward-looking policymaking in this environment.”
This comes following inaccurate assessments and
forecasts by major central banks in the coming
of the current inflation crisis. Eurozone inflation
surged Lo a high of 10.6 percent before gradually
declining however core inflation of 5.3 percent re-
mains extremely elevaled above the ECB’s largel
of 2 percent. Lagarde warned that in order to mit-
igate the erosion of public trust, the ECB needed
to be “open about the limits of what we know, the
areas where we have missed the mark, and what
we are doing aboult il.”

Eurozone PMI disappoints

The eurozone is struggling with weakening
economic data, with the latest services PMI
for August declining to a 30-month low of 47.9
from 50.9 previously. Furthermore, composite
PMI, which includes both the manufacturing and
services sector, dropped to its lowest level since
November 2020, coming in at 46.7 from 48.6
previously. The fall in PMI data was marked by
struggles Lo the eurozone’s Lwo largesl econo-
mies, as Germany (44.6) and France (46.0), both
recorded 39 month and 33-month lows respec-
tively. The report also showed that input prices
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network of branches and subsidiaries, as it has been
vitally important in strengthening the bank’s activities
in the Bahraini market, through capitalizing on its high
credit ratings, broad relationship network, and lead-
ing reputation as one of the top banks in the Middle
East and one of the safest banks in the world.

inflationary pressures. Markels are pricing in a
25bps hike for the upcoming BoE meeting.

China slowdown

Services aclivily in China slowed down Lo an
8 month low in August, with the Caixin services
PMI coming in at 51.8 from 54.1 previously, con-
siderably lower than the forecasted figure of 53.6.
Despite the figure still marking an expansion
above the 50.0 mark, softening services comes in
amid lethargic consumer demand and a real estate
slump. Business confidence for the one-vear out-
look has also reached a 9-month low, as the Peo-
ple’s Bank of China and the Chinese government
initiated a series of measures in recent weeks in
order to stimulate the economy and revive weak-
ening consumer demand.

RBA holds cash rate

The Reserve Bank of Australia held interest
rales steady for the third straight month at 4.10
percent, meeting market expectations. RBA gov-
ernor Philip Lowe warned that “In making its de-
cisions, the Board will continue to pay close at-
tention to developments in the global economy,
trends in household spending, and the outlook

This Week's Expected

Previous Week Levels 3-Month

Range
Currencies Open Low High Close Minimum Maximum Forward
EUR 1.0776 1.0685 1.0808 1.0699 1.0500 1.0900 1.0748
GBP 1.2584 1.2444 1.2642 1.2464 1.2200 1.2700 1.2472
JPY 146.18 146.00 147.87 14781 146.00 149.00 145.68
CHF 0.8856  0.8831 0.8944 0.8932 0.8800 0.9000 0.8849

have accelerated, adding pressure to an already
elevated inflation problem.

Business activity in the UK’s services sector
fell to a seven-month low, dropping to 49.5 from
51.5 previously and entering contraction territo-
ry. Economics director at S&P global Tim Moore
stated, “Service providers saw customer spend-
ing reverse course during Augusl as higher bor-
rowing costs, subdued business confidence, and
stretched household finances all acted to curlail
sales opportunities.”

BoE monetary policy

Bank of England governor Andrew Bailey an-
nounced that the central bank is “much nearer”
to the end of its interest rate hike cycle, but kept
the door open regarding the possibility of further
tightening. Bailey said, “I think we are much near-
er now to the top of the cycle. And I'm not there-
fore saying we're at the top of the cycle because
we've gol a meeting to come.” Furthermore, the
governor hinted that inflation is falling bul is still
wary of declaring victory. “Many of the indica-
tors are now moving as we would expect them
to move, and are signaling that the fall in infla-
tion will continue.” Bailey added. Despite this, he
lamented the pace of wage growth, which recent-
ly sel a record high, as a [orce thal could add to

for inflation and the labor market.” Furthermore,
Lowe reiterated that recent data is consistent with
inflation returning lo the central bank’s largel of
the 2-3 percent range. Despite this, he warned that
further tightening may be warranted depending on
upcoming data.

Australia GDP expands

Australia’s economy expanded more than ex-
pected in the second quarter, as data revealed real
gross domestic product rose 0.4 percent in the
second quarter, slightly beating forecasts of 0.3
percent. The figure was driven mainly by exports
and investment, while household consumption re-
mained weak with just a 0.1 percent gain on the
quarter. Annually, GDP was at 2.1 percent, above
expectations for 1.8 percent. Consumers are saving
less amid high costs of living and rising morlgage
repayments which jumped by another 11 percent in
the quarter. Their savings ratio dropped further to
3.2 percent, reaching its lowest level since 2008.

The Australian dollar is down on the week fol-
lowing the decision to hold rates steady, with the
AUD/USD pair closing around 0.6375.

Kuwait
Kuwaili dinar
USD/KWD closed last week at 0.30845.
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US govt shutdown threatens
economic risk: Treasury official

Congress seeks swilt vote on budget extension to avoid shutdown

WASHINGTON: A US government shut-
down brings challenges to the world’s big-
gest economy and could lead to dampened
demand while authorities provide fewer re-
sources to people, a top Treasury official
warned Monday.

The comments, by Depuly Treasury Secre-
tary Wally Adeyemo at the Economic Club of
New York, come as a shutdown looms at the
end of this month. The White House has asked
Congress to swillly vole on a budgel extension
to avoid such a situation, which could paralyze
nearly the entire federal government. “We're
doing far better than I think many people had
expected because of what we’ve done in terms
ol largeled investment,” said Adeyemo.

“The last thing we need is the headwind of
a government shutdown,” he said, although
there are well-rehearsed plans for such a sce-
nario. “But what they all lead to is less demand
in the economy, an economy in which the gov-
ernment is providing fewer resources Lo the
American people,” he said. “Ultimately, that is
not good for anyone,” he added.

For now, a short-term so-called continu-
ing resolution will be needed this month to
avoid disruptions to government services in
the new fiscal vear slarling Oclober 1. Butl

WTO sees ‘first
signs’ of trade
de-globalization

GENEVA: The de-globalization of internation-
al trade is far from being a reality, but “the first
signs of fragmentation” are appearing, the WTO
warned Tuesday, concerned of the effects of the
phenomenon on growth and development.

The idea of “de-globalization” has gained
traction since the war in Ukraine and pandem-
ic-related lockdowns in China prompted signifi-
cant disruption to global supply chains.

In its annual report on international trade,
economists with the World Trade Organizalion
(WTO) argued in favor of “reglobalization” as
“the first signs of trade fragmentation threaten
to slow growth and development”. For several
decades, the expansion of global trade has sur-
passed global economic growth, but the trend
“kind of stopped around the global financial
crisis of 2008-2009, and since then, it’'s been
kind of stagnating”, WTO chiel economist
Ralph Ossa told AFP.

After this phase of slowing globalization, the
question is “whether we are moving towards a
phase of deglobalization”, he said, as the report
shows geopolitical tensions are beginning to
have an impact on trade flows around the world.

“We're quite far away from deglobalizing,
but at the same lime, you start seeing... the first
cracks in the system,” said Ossa, pointing out
trade fragmentation tends to follow geopolitical
divisions, particularly since the Russian invasion
of Ukraine. The WTO calculated trade between
two geopolitical blocs that were split according
to how they vote at the UN General Assembly.

It did not identify countries by name but
tensions have risen between the West and
Russia and China in recent years. The report
said the flow of goods between the two sides
has grown between four and six percent slower
than within each bloc.

“We're really at a crossroads here,” said WTO
research economist Victor Stolzenburg, who co-
ordinated the report. “Either we try to reembrace
globalizalion or we're going Lo conlinue Lo go
down this path, this path towards fragmentation,”
Stolzenburg said. The WTO warned that a divi-
sion of world trade into two distinct blocs would
cost the world an estimated at five percent of real
income, with some developing economies facing
double-digit losses. — AFP

UK jobless rate
rises amid soaring
wage growth

LONDON: The UK unemployment rate edged higher
to 4.3 percent in the three months to the end of July, as
wage growth remained at a record high, official data
showed Tuesday. Unemployment had been 4.2 percent
in the quarter to the end of June, the Office for National
Statistics added in a statement. Average regular earn-
ings growth, excluding bonuses, stood at 7.8 percent in
the three months to the end of July.

“Wage growth remains high, partly reflecting one-
off payments o public sector workers, but for real
wages Lo grow suslainably we must stick to our plan
to halve inflation,” finance minister Jeremy Hunt said
in reaction. Prime Minister Rishi Sunak al the starl of
2023 said he hoped to halve UK annual inflation when
the level stood above 10 percent. But it remains at 6.8
percent, the highest among G7 nations.

“The tightness of the labor markel continued to
case in July,” noted Ashley Webb, UK economist at
Capital Economics research group. “But the... wage
growth will only add to the Bank of England’s uncase
and supports our view that the Bank will raise inter-
est rates once more, from 5.25 percent currently to
a peak of 5.5 percenl” at ils regular policy meeling
next week. — AFP

control of the US Congress is splil, with
Democrats holding the majority in the Sen-
ate and Republicans in charge of the House
of Representatives, adding uncertainty Lo
any potential agreement.

This is the second time in recent months
that the United States has faced serious fi-
nancial uncertainty thanks to political con-
flict. While Congress already agreed to
spending caps as part of a June debt ceiling
bill, economists at Panthecon Macroeconom-
ics said in a recent report that “the extreme
right of the Republican parly was never hap-
py with that bill.”

“They now see an opportunity both to
force through deeper cuts and to pursue a
host of other objectives, including impeach-
ing President (Joe) Biden,” added the report
dated Monday.

Adeyemo also spoke on challenges that
China is facing, including high youth un-
employment rates and a struggling prop-
erty sector. While the world’s number two
economy has resources and the ability to
deal with issues in the short-term, “the big-
ger challenges that China has are structural
ones” including demographic challenges,
he said. — AFP
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WILMINGTON: Deputy secretary of the Treasury nominee Adewale “Wally” Adeyemo speaks after US Pres-
ident-elect Joe Biden announced his economic team at The Queen Theatre in Wilmington, Delaware, on

Dec 1, 2020. — AFP

From chargers to
children’s data: EU
reins in big tech

BRUSSELS: When Apple unveils its
latest iPhone on Tuesday, the Europe-
an Union will have left its mark on the
US gianU’s flagship product.

Now the iPhone 15 is expected to
have a USB-C charger, instead of Ap-
ple’s usual Lightning charger, after the
EU ordered manufacturers lo adopl a
common connection.

Brussels said this would make cus-
tomers’ lives easier and reduce waste.
Apple vehemently opposed the 2022
law, arguing it would penalize inno-
vation, but the EU’s 27 countries form
the world’s largest single market and
Brussels has big tech in its sights.
The common charger is nol the only
bruising baltle against big lech the EU
has won, and Brussels believes it will
win on more [ronts in the weeks and
months to come.

Here are some ol the ways the EU
has forced digital titans to play by new
rules in Europe and beyond:

Rice price spike offers
preview of climate

food disruption

‘Digital rulebook’

The groundbreaking Digital Ser-
vices Act (DSA) and its sister law, the
Digital Markets Act (DMA), are the
biggest and mosl recent attempts to
rein in tech companies. The DSA de-
mands firms crack down on harmful and
illegal content online as well as assess
the risks their platforms pose to society.

Any company in violation of the
DSA risks a fine of up to six percent of
annual global turnover.

Under the rules, 19 “very large” on-
line platforms—including Facebook,
Instagram, TikTok, X (formerly known
as Twilter) and YouTube—had o
comply with the DSA by late August.
All platforms will be forced to comply
by February 2024.

The large platforms named have al-
ready made changes including a ban on
largeled adverlising Lo children as well
as providing users with a non-person-
alized feed. The changes are not limited
to the European Union. Snapchat said it
would restrict personalized advertising
to minors in Britain as well.

“There’s a process of gradu-
al change in the way these platforms
do things that is going Lo be slarled,
but il’s nol going lo be an overnight

change,” said Sally Broughton Mico-
va of the Centre on Regulation in Eu-
rope think tank. The DMA is another
thorn in the tech firms’ side, especially
for Apple. The law seeks to dilute the
dominance of certain players and aims
to make the market fairer.

The EU named six “gatekeepers”:
Google’s Alphabet, Amazon, Apple,
Facebook owner Meta, Microsoft and
ByteDance’s TikTok. The rules apply
from March 2024.

For Apple, it perhaps brings one of
the biggesl changes in ils ecosyslem,
dominated by its App Store. The DMA
will force Apple to allow third-party
app stores. “The DMA will really have
an impact on how they design their
structures,” an EU official said.

Companies will also have to make it
casier for users lo send messages be-
tween apps. But the changes come with
a price. Mela’s new Twilter-like plat-
form Threads has not been rolled out in
the EU yel because of the bloc’s rules.

Data protection
The mammoth General Data Pro-
Lleclion Regulation (GDPR) came inlo
force in 2018 and was the EU’s tough-
est and most famous law on tech, en-

suring cilizens give consenl lo the
ways in which their data is used. There
has been a wave of fines for violations.
In May, the Irish privacy watchdog
handed the biggest ever individual fine
of 1.2 billion euros ($1.3 billion) Lo Meta
over its transfers of personal data be-
tween Europe and the United States.
The GDPR’s impact has also been
felt beyond Europe. “Businesses hard-
ly looked for EU-only solutions be-
cause if you are on the global markel,
you offer that immediately lo all so
consumers elsewhere can benefit from
more privacy,” the EU official said.

The future is Al

The EU's latest tech target is ar-
tificial intelligence after the chatbot
ChatGPT showcased the technology’s
rapid developments last year. Brussels
hopes to green light an all-encom-
passing law on Al by the end of 2023.
“The Al act may be the even more dar-
ing thing to do,” the EU official said,
adding the challenge was even bigger
for the EU than the DSA or DMA.

The official also pointed to the Data
Act focused on sharing industrial data,
which is expected to come into force
in 2025. — AFP

BANGKOK: A 15-year high in rice prices, prompted
by top exporter India’s restrictions on overseas sales,
should be a wake-up call on how climate change can
disrupt food supplies, experts say.

Rice prices jumped 9.8 percent in August, bucking
decreases in other staples, the Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization said last week. That followed the July decision
by India, which accounts for 40 percent of global rice
exports, to ban the overseas sale of non-basmati rice.

The government cited soaring domestic prices for
the staple, caused by geopolitics, the El Nino weather
pattern and “extreme climatic conditions.” This year is
expected to be the hottest in human history, and the
impacts of the seasonal El Nino weather pallern could
make conditions even harsher.

Despile severe flooding in parts of northern India,
this August was the country’s hottest and driest on re-
cord. The monsoon season that brings up to 80 per-
cent of the country’s annual rain has been far below
normal levels.

India’s July restrictions followed a decision last Sep-
lember Lo ban exports of another variely of rice that is
a staple in parts of Africa. Up to eight percent of global
rice exports for 2023/24 could now be taken out of the
market, according to analysis by BMI, Fitch Group’s re-
search arm.

Drought fears
For now, the crisis offers an opportunity for In-
dia’s rivals, including number two and three exporters,

Work starts on key German
wind power energy line
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W BANGKOK: A 15-year high in rice prices, prompted by top exporter India’s restrictions on overseas sales,
should be a wake-up call on how climate change can disrupt food supplies, experts say. — AFP

Thailand and Vietnam. Both have increased exports
this year, with Nguyen Nhu Cuong, an official with
Vietnam’s agriculture and rural development ministry,
touting a “bumper crop” and plans to increase plant-
ing. Bul the dry conditions thal lend lo accompany El
Nino mean smooth sailing ahead is unlikely, warned
Elyssa IKaur Ludher, from the ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Insti-
tute’s Climate Change in Southeast Asia program. “My
question is whether they can continue to do this once
El Nino comes into force towards the end of this year,
when waler becomes more scarce,” she told AFP.

“I think the end of this year and especially the begin-

ning of next year will be very, very tough,” she added.
A naturally occurring weather phenomenon, El Nino
typically lasts nine to 12 months and is expecled lo
strengthen late this year.

Even before India’s latest restrictions, its effects
were boosling rice export prices, according to BML
And in Thailand, national rainfall levels are currently 18
percent lower than expected for the lime of year, the
Office of National Water Resources said this month.
Late rains could still make up the difference, but the
agency said it is “concerned about a drought caused
by El Nino.” —AFP

FRANKFURT: Construction work has
started on the long-delayed 700-kilo-
metre (430-mile) power line that will
transfer ~ wind-generated electricity
from northern to southern Germany, the
economy ministry said Monday, pushed
by an energy crisis.

The underground line, SuedLink, is
vital for the energy transition as north-
ern Germany has more wind farms than
the south, where officials have faced
criticism for dragging their feet on
building turbines.

In fact, the power line had been due
to begin operation in 2022, but works
had been held up because of strong
opposition from the south, particular-

ly in Bavaria. An energy crisis sparked
by Russia’s war on Ukraine had final-
ly forced southern states to relent.
Construction of the 10-billion-euro
($10.7 billion) project will finally begin
with work on a tunnel under the Riv-
er Elbe, in the northernmost state of
Schleswig-Holstein, the ministry said
in a statement.

The line will transfer power to the
affluent, energy-hungry southern
states of Bavaria and Baden-Wuert-
temberg. Scheduled for completion in
2028, the line will have a total trans-
mission capacity of four gigawatts—
enough power for about 10 million
housecholds. —AFP
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Deeper oil production cuts could
fuel price volatility, says expert

Demand levels could remain a source of risks as global economic conditions worsen

By Sajeev K Peter

KUWAIT: With OPEC+ countries extending their
oil production cuts to the end of the year, the mar-
kel could remain Light in Lerms of supplies and crude
prices could continue trending higher under current
conditions, said an oil market specialist on Tuesday.
In an interview with Kuwait Times, George Khoury,
global head of education and research at CFI, said
demand levels, however, could remain a source of
risks as economic conditions could deteriorate or
remain below expectlations in some parts of the
world like in Europe or China.

Responding to questions related to oil produc-
lion cuts from the OPEC+ lo two-year low in Ju-
ly-August and the near-term and long-term out-
looks for the oil markel in view of the lightening
supplies, he said some uncertainty remains around

NAIROBI: Fatih Birol, Executive Director of the Inter-
national Energy Agency (IEA), speaks during an inter-
view with AFP at the Africa Climate Summit 2023 at
the Kenyatta International Convention Centre (KICC)
in Nairobi on September 4, 2023. — AFP

IEA sees ‘beginning
of the end’ of
fossil fuel era

PARIS: For the first time, world demand for oil, gas and
coal is forecast to peak this decade due to the “spec-
lacular” growth of cleaner energy lechnologies and
electric cars, the International Energy Agency’s chief
said Tuesday. The IEA’'s annual World Energy Outlook,
due out next month, will show that “the world is on the
cusp of a historic turning point”, executive director Fa-
tih Birol wrote in a column in the Financial Times.

The shift will have implications for the battle against
climate change as it will bring forward the peak in
greenhouse gas emissions, Birol said. “Fossil [uels will
be with us for many vears to come — but looking at
our numbers, we may be wilnessing the beginning of
the end of the fossil fuel era,” Birol said in separate
comments released by the IEA.

Birol said the change is mostly driven by the “spec-
lacular growth” of clean energy Llechnologies and
electric vehicles, along with structural changes in the
Chinese economy and the fallout from the energy cri-
sis. Birol warned, however, that the projected declines
in oil, gas and coal demand are “nowhere near steep
enough to put the world on a path to limiting global
warming” to 1.5 degrees Celsius — the preferred tar-
get under the Paris Agreement. Meeting this goal “will
require significantly stronger and faster policy aclion
by governments”, he added.

UN warning

The fate of fossil fuels will be at the heart of the
debates at the UN’s COP28 climate summit in Dubai,
a major oil producer, between November 30 and De-
cember 12. In a progress report on kriday, the Unit-
ed Nations warned that the world was “not on track”
Lo meel the long-lerm goals of the Paris Agreement.
Global greenhouse gas emissions must peak by 2025
and drop sharply thereafter to keep the 1.5C target in
view, the report said.

Phasing out fossil fuels whose emissions cannol be
captured or compensated is also required to achieve
the goal of net-zero carbon emissions by 2050, the UN
said. The IEA already predicted in a report in June that
a peak global oil demand was “in sight” before the end
of the decade, but it is the first time that it makes such
an assessment for coal and gas. “Our latest projections
show that the growth of electric vehicles around the
world, especially in China, means oil demand is on
course to peak before 2030,” Birol said Tuesday.

Alter staying “stubbornly high” for the past decade,
coal demand is set to peak “in the next few years”, he
said. And the “Golden Age of Gas” — first called by the
IEA in 2011 — “is now nearing an end”, with demand
sel Lo [all in advanced economies later this decade, Bi-
rol added. “This is the resull of renewables increasingly
outmatching gas for producing electricity, the rise of
heat pumps and Europe’s accelerated shift away from
gas following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,” he said.

Transition ‘firmly advancing’

Simone Tagliapietra, a climate expert and senior fel-
low at the Bruegel think tank in Brussels, said that the
IEAs new projections “illustrate that while still to slow,
the global energy lransilion is firmly advancing”. “As
technologies like wind and solar are now cost compet-
itive, the transition moves from being policy-driven to
being technology-driven,” he said.

“This is a key feature, as it protects the process from
political headwinds.” Analysts at Royal Bank of Canada
said in a note that the IEA’S new projections highlight
the “success in pro-renewables legislation”. “Despite
this, there is still scope for policymakers to do more
to accelerate the energy transition and the phase-out
of fossil fuels, with debales continuing across major
economies in areas such as renewable returns and af-
fordability,” the RBC analysts said. —AFP

monetary policies in Eu-
rope and the US, which
could have an impact on
the global economy and
demand for oil. “A rapid
rise in oil prices could af-
fect central banks’ efforts
Lo fight inflation, creating
incentives to keep inter-
est rates at high levels for
longer, in turn pressuring
the demand side,” Khoury

to continue to outpace supply, further expanding
the deficit and pushing oil prices higher. However,
unexpecled developments like deeper production
cuts or a delerioration in demand levels could have
immediate effects on prices and could fuel price
volatility,” he added.

When asked about the possible impact of the
production cuts on Kuwait’s oil GDP, Khoury said a
strong increase in oil prices could offset the reduc-
tion in production and exports. However, the impact
of the production cuts is correlated to the strength
of the demand for crude at a time when concerns

pointed out.

He said oil markets
have already priced in the voluntary production
cuts and have continued to integrate the impact of
their successive extension in anticipation of fur-
ther tightening in the market. “Demand is expected

George Khoury

In Iran, hijab takes
backseat to
cconomic woes

TEHRAN: A year after the death of Mahsa Amini
sparked unrest across Iran, the issue of the hijab re-
mains a sore spot — but a crippling economic crisis
has left many preoccupied with making ends meet.

“I believe economic issues are much more import-
ant than the topic of hijab,” 41-year-old housewife
Zahra told AFP. Nationwide protests under the pop-
ular slogan “woman, life, freedom” erupted after the
death in custody of 22-year-old Iranian Kurd Mahsa
Amini on September 16, 2022. Amini had been arrest-
ed days carlier for allegedly breaching the Islamic re-
public’s strict dress code, requiring women to dress
modestly and cover their head and neck.

“I1, myself, have no problem with hijab but would
be happier if the economic conditions get better,”
said Zahra. Like others interviewed by AFP, she
declined to give her surname for fear of facing re-
percussions. Women in Iran, especially in Tehran,
have increasingly been flouling the mandalory
headscarl despite government efforts to tighten
controls over the dress code.

Bul across the country, where inflation is hover-
ing at 50 percent and the prices of commodities are
skyrockeling, many believe the economy takes pre-
cedence. The hijab “is a completely secondary and
personal issue,” said Raha, a 34-year-old accountant.

Transforming the concrete jungle

about the health of the global economy remain im-
portant. “An insufficient rise in oil prices or a sus-
tained weaker demand could have a negative impact
on the economy of oil-exporting countries over the
long run,” he argued.

Kuwait has announced its plan to continue its

TEHRAN: A woman browses a phone while standing
along a street in Tehran on September 10, 2023. — AFP

“Our authorities should first provide good eco-
nomic conditions,” she said.

According to analysts, economic grievances have
fuelled public discontent since last year’s prolests,
which persisted for months. Last year’s demonstra-
tions — which saw hundreds of people killed, includ-
ing securily personnel, with thousands more arrest-
ed — posed a major challenge Lo the government of
President Ebrahim Raisi. Raisi, who took office in Au-
gust 2021, has since pledged to turn around the coun-
try’s battered economy and “empower the poor”. He
reilerated his vows Lhis year Lo “control inflation” and
“improve livelihoods”, blaming Iran’s economic woes
on the “enemy”.

Iran has been reeling under crippling US sanctions
since Washington’s unilateral withdrawal in 2018 from
a landmark nuclear deal. Since last year, the local cur-

Architects are turning to engineered wood, with its high-strength and fire-resistant features,

to reduce the use of concrete and steel and their high carbon emissions

Engineered wood:
products such as Cross
Laminated Timber (CLT)
made of wood pieces
glued into a cross-layered,
fire-resistant product

Advantages of majority wooden* buildings

Less energy to make than steel or concrete
and lower carbon emissions

Can store carbon

Prefabricated construction reduces build time
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Construction

sector must
decarbonize: UN

PARIS: The construction sector — the most pollut-
ing and difficult to decarbonize — must build less,
use more sustainable materials and clean up con-
ventional ones to slash its emissions, the United Na-
tions said on Tuesday. The industry is responsible for
37 percent of global carbon dioxide emissions and
growing urbanization is spurring the construction of
new buildings made from carbon-heavy malerials,
especially concrete and steel.

Mushrooming urban environments — which add
new buildings in an area equivalent in size to Paris
every five days — damage lile-suslaining ecosys-
tems and pose serious challenges to fighting climate
change. A report published by the UN Environment
Programme (UNEP) and Yale Center for Ecosyslems
and Archileclure on Tuesday called on the seclor Lo
prioritize a “circular” approach that avoids waste.

Nel zero by 2050 in construction is achievable il
“governments put in place the right policy, incentives
and regulation Lo bring a shift the industry action”,
said Sheila Aggarwal-Khan, director of UNEP’s in-
dustry and economy division.

Building less and repurposing existing structures
generates 50-75 percent fewer emissions than new
constructions, the report said. Switching to renew-
able bio-based materials such as timber and biomass
could see emissions savings of up to 40 percent by
2050 in some regions, it added.

Conventional materials that cannot be replaced
— concrele, sleel, aluminium, glass and bricks —
must find ways to decarbonize further, said the re-
port. Electrifying production, scaling up innovative
technologies, and using more recycled materials
would accelerate efforts to clean up these especially
carbon-intensive materials. Concrete, aluminium and
steel alone account for 23 percent of overall global
emissions. The share of concrete in world construc-
tlion should be cut by half between 2020 and 2060
for an effective decarbonization of the sector, the re-
port recommended.

Two-thirds should be “circular” — concrete that
has been recycled, reused or crealed using low-car-
bon cement. The remainder would be new, low-emis-
sions cemenl. Anna Dyson, a lead author of the
report and a professor at the Yale Schools of Archi-
tecture in the United States, said the sector needed a
“revolution”, including a “dramatic reduction” in new
concrete production. “But it’'s going to be gradual,”
she told AFP. Steel and concrele “often give only the
illusion of durability, usually ending up in landfills
and contributing to the growing climate crisis”, said
Aggarwal-Khan.—AFP

voluntary oil output reduction by 128,000 bpd un-
til the end of 2024. This voluntary cul comes as a
precautionary measure taken in coordination with
the countries participating in the OPEC+ deal on the
production cut which was announced last April. In
May and June, Kuwait pumped 2.55 million bpd of
crude oil, down from 2.65 million bpd in April.

According Lo Khoury, a strong increase in US oil
production could affect the trajectory of oil prices
and could dilute the impact of OPEC+ production
cuts if new volumes are large enough to compensate
for what the markel lost. “However, the US ability Lo
raise output levels could be limited and could leave
oil prices on an uptrend overall. Moreover, under the
current US administration, it is uncertain if further
production will be enforced, especially considering
the historically low levels of the Strategic Petroleum
Reserve (SPR),” he said.

rency has traded at around 500,000 rial to the dollar,
having lost some 66 percent of its value.

Mahtab, a 41-year-old lawyer, blamed the grind-
ing hardship on “wrong economic policies”. “I can
feel three to four times the economic pressure com-
pared to last year,” she said. In Tehran’s bustling
Grand Bazaar, shoppers, including women — some
with head covers and others withoul — throng stores
but many leave without buying anything. Shop own-
ers have complained of a dwindling customer base
amid weakening purchasing power.

“The economic silualion is worse than last year,
and it will get even worse than this,” said Mohsen, a
salesman at a menswear store. ices go up on a daily
basis,” the 37-year-old added.

Mehdi, a 40-year-old homeware store owner, said
“many people can't afford the goods they need”, add-
ing that “the market is now experiencing inflationary
stagnation”. Imported products have now become a
luxury that few can afford. “Today, most of the items
available at the bazaar, such as pots, spoons and
forks, are domestically made,” said Mohammad, 41,
who also works at a homeware shop. But the head-
scarf remains a widely debated topic in Iran, where
parliament has been discussing a bill imposing strict
penalties on women flouting the hijab law.

“This bill is agreeable to some people but not
for the general public,” said 43-year-old housewile
Fatemeh. The accountant Raha meanwhile believes
the country’s economic troubles should remain the
priority. It's “getting worse by day, people are living
hard lives,” she said. “First, they need lo address the
economic problem, then they can gradually work on
social problems.” — AFP

Putin downplays
weakening of
Russian ruble

MOSCOW: President Vladimir Putin on Tuesday
downplayed the weakening of the Russian ruble,
as Moscow shoulders the economic fallout of its
dragging offensive in Ukraine and rising inflation.
“This issue requires its own painstaking research
by the central bank and the Russian government
and financial authorities,” Putin said at Russia’s
Eastern Economic Forum in Vladivostok.

“But in general I do not think that there are any
completely insurmountable problems or difficul-
lies here,” he added. Putin has sought to down-
play the effects of unprecedented Western sanc-
tions on Moscow’s economy since deploying his
army to Ukraine last year.

The ruble has shed around 30 percent of its
value against the dollar since the start of the year,
as Moscow grapples with falling export revenues
and higher military spending. Russia has seen a
considerable drop in revenues linked to smaller oil
and gas sales — an effect of Western sanctions
and EU goals to end ils energy dependence on
Moscow. — AFP

TSMC plans $S100m
investment in
Arm IPO: Board

TAIPEI: Taiwanese chip giant TSMC said Tuesday
its board has approved an investment of up to $100
million in British chipmaker Arm when it lists on New
York’s Nasdaq exchange this week. Taiwan Semi-
conductor Manufacturing Company controls more
than half of the world’s output of microchips, the life-
blood of the modern economy found in everything
from smartphones to cars and missiles.

It said in a statement its board of directors “ap-
proved an investment in Arm Holdings in an amount
not exceeding $100 million based on Arm’s share
price at IPO (Initial Public Offering)”.

Arm will be listed on the Nasdaq on Thursday in
the biggest such offering in two years, a multi-bil-
lion-dollar wager by principal sharecholder SoftBank
Group in a still uncertain market. SoftBank hopes to
raise belween $4.5 billion and $5.2 billion through
the offering ol some 10 percent of the chip designer.
That values the jewel of British technology, whose
products are used in 99 percent of the world’s smart-
phones, at up to $52 billion.—AFP
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Asian buffalos roam on farm-
land during sunset in Soure,
Marajo Island, Para State.

On Brazilian island, revered
Asian buffalo claims its place

Military Police from the 8th Battalion patrol
on Asian water buffalos in Soure.

A plaque with an emblem made with bullet casings adorns a wall at the 8th Battalion
Headquarters in Soure, Marajo Island, Para State, Brazil. — AFP photos

n incongruous sight meets vis-
Aitors to the northern Brazilian

island of Marajo: thousands
and thousands of water buffalo, ani-
mals endemic to India and Southeast
Asia that have found a new home in
South America. Some say they ar-
rived on the island from a ship that
sank off the coast, others that pris-
oners who escaped from French
Guiana used them to navigate the
mangroves to get to Brazil.

While their origins remain a mys-
tery, the Asian water buffalo have taken
to Marajo’s tropical climate, where they
live in a happy symbiosis with humans
on the island bathed by rivers on one
side and the Atlantic Ocean on the oth-
er. They number about half-a-million
today — more than the island’s human
population of 440,000.

Excellent swimmers, water buffalo
can grow up to 1,200 kilograms and
2.5 meters (8.2 foot) nose to tail, and
are a popular work animal on Mara-
jo, dragging carriages through the
streets of the town of Soure and help-
ing farmers in the fields. The beast
is revered in local culture, appearing
with its curved horns on product lo-
gos and reproduced in sculptures and
murals. Local festivals feature buffalo
races. The animal is also ubiquitous
on restaurant menus, where fat, juicy
buffalo steaks are served topped with
buffalo mozzarella.

‘Buffalo soldiers’

Extraordinarily, the buffalo are also
employed as patrol animals by the
military police in Soure, where heavi-
ly-armed officers ride on their backs

~ Military Police from the 8th Battalion
in Soure, Marajo Island, Para State,
patrol on Asian water buffalos.

in specially-adapted seats. The Soure
military police unit’s headquarters is
adorned with a plaque made of bullet
casings depicting a muscular buffalo
holding a shotgun.

“The buffalo patrols arose from
the need to send our officers into the
flooded fields of Marajo. Thirty years
ago that was the only way,” battalion
commander Leomar Aviz told AFP.
Thus were born the so-called “Buffalo

_r__——‘/"”’/,ﬁf

Soldiers” of Marajo — a nod to the 19th
century US army regiments composed
mainly of people of African origins, and
lionized by reggae star Bob Marley a
century later.

Smell a criminal

The animals can easily cross the
muddy mangroves of the island during
the rainy season. Police claim they can
reach speeds in these conditions that

Military Police from the 8th Battalion patrol on Asian water buffalos in Soure, Marajo Is-

land, Para State, Brazil.

Wednesday, September 13, 2023

A Military Police from the 8th Battalion in
Soure, Marajo Island, Para State, demon-
strates how to ride an Asian water buffalo
through water.

A man rides a buffalo cart through the town
of Soure.

horses or even motorcycles cannot
match.<p class="43">But learning to
control a buffalo is no easy feat, and
officers require long months of training.
“Some veteran police officers say that
the buffalos can smell a criminal from
more than a kilometer (0.62 miles)
away. But this is just to prank the new-
bies,” Aviz told AFP. — AFP

Military Police demonstrate how to ride
Asian water buffalos through water.

A buffalo steak is served at a restaurant in Soure, Marajo Island, Para State, Brazil.
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Models walk the runway during the Spring Summer 2024 runway show for Tory
Burch during New York Fashion Week at the American Museum of Natural History in

New York City. — AFP photos

On holiday with
Michael Kors, shivers
from Altuzarra

holiday air with Michael
Kors, shivers from Altu-
zarra, and Tory Burch as-
serting herself in a spec-
tacular setting: New York
Fashion Week expressed its diver-
sity on Monday, the fourth day of the
spring-summer 2024 shows.

On vacation with Kors

American designer Michael Kors
took the audience on vacation at his
spring-summer show, with Brooklyn’s
Domino Park, along the East River,
transformed into a seaside promenade

under the eyes of actresses Blake
Lively and Halle Berry. “I can’t take
you all to Capri, so | can take you to
Brooklyn,” the 64-year-old Kors said
smiling, referring to the Italian island.

Models showcased light outfits
embroidered with lace, a mini-skirt
and blouse set, short dresses and
pants paired with small tops in
the brand’s first show since the
announcement that its holding
company Capri would be pur-
chased by Coach parent com-
pany Tapestry.

A loose sweater in cashmere
and cotton drops to just below
the beltline, leaving the wear-
er's legs completely uncov-
ered — a nod to the recent “no
pants” trend, maybe, or per-
haps something more practical:
“You can wear it in the heat. You
can wear it when it’s cool... We
all know that the world has gotten too
warm,” Kors said. “We are increasingly
dealing with, ‘How do we get dressed?’
Particularly when it’s too warm outside,
and in (the) office, it’s too cold and
we're freezing.”

Everything was in keeping with the
vacation vibe, with flat sandals, and an
artisanal, hand-woven wicker basket
bag in a nod to the recently deceased
singer and style icon Jane Birken. “A
British woman living in France, who
had this very casual, laid-back atti-
tude,” said Kors. “l actually think it was
very American.”

Shivers at Altuzarra

The atmosphere took a darker
turn at the Altuzarra show, held in
the Manhattan Central Library un-
der a high dome with opaque win-
dows. French-American designer
Joseph Altuzarra drew on Roman
Polanski’'s timeless horror classic
“Rosemary’s Baby” for inspiration,

o
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Alexander
McQueen designer
Sarah Burton quits
after two decades

ritish fashion house Alexander
BMcQueen is losing its artistic

director Sarah Burton who has
been in charge for more than 20 years,
parent company Kering announced
on Monday. The 49-year-old British
designer took over the reins after the
suicide of its founder, Lee Alexander
McQueen, in 2010. She distinguished
herself the following year by designing
the wedding dress of Kate Middleton
for marriage to Prince William.

Burton joined the label in 1996,
just four years after it was founded,
and became head of women’s collec-
tions in 2000. She “kept and continued
Lee’s heritage, attention to detail and
unique vision, while adding her own
personal, highly creative touch,” said
Francois-Henri Pinault, CEO of Kering,
which also includes flagship labels Gu-
cci and Saint Laurent. Her last show
will be the Spring-Summer collection at
Paris Fashion Week later this month,
Kering said, adding that “a new cre-
ative organization” will be announced
“in due course”.

The change comes amid a down-
turn for the luxury giant. It saw a 10
percent drop in net profits in the first
half of the year, driven largely by a

decline in Gucci sales. Gucci's CEO
since 2015, Marco Bizzarri, is leaving
the group on September 23, almost
a year after the announcement of the
departure of the label’s artistic director
Alessandro Michele.

“I am so proud of everything I've
done and of my incredible team,” Bur-
ton said in the statement. “Above all
| want to thank Lee Alexander Mc-
Queen. He taught me so much and |
am eternally grateful to him. | am look-
ing forward to the future and my next
chapter,” she added. — AFP

Sarah Burton

creating a dark setting accompa-
nied by ominous music.

The collection gives pride of place
to slip dresses worn under long jack-

ets, and matching sets were trans-
formed with crinkled satin and un-
done seams.

Short tulle overlay dresses were
covered with a transparent organ-
za veil, reminiscent of a doll. With
this collection, Altuzarra wrote in

the show notes, he wanted to ex-
ude “a haunting, enigmatic allure,
while anchored in everyday style
and pragmatism.”

Tory Burch
asserts herself
“In a world of chaos, | want-
ed a little bit of calm. But | didn’t
want to be minimalist,” Tory
Burch said after her show, held
in a grandiose setting under the
roof and between the undulat-
ing granite facades of a new
atrium at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History.
She stepped up the
experimentation:  ul-
tra-short skirts worn
under a parka or
a collarless blaz-
er in futuristic
shiny purple,
with  tinted
glasses.

Wednesday, September 13, 2023

Among the most original pieces
of the collection, there is a cape and
dress set in knitted viscose which ends
in rounded reliefs. The fabrics are light,
but they create structure. Like her other
dresses, they are cut diagonally above
the knees and leave one shoulder un-
covered. The American designer said
she wanted to take items like corsets
“that were restrictive to women in the
past and reclaim them and make them
part of beautiful femininity”. — AFP

Model presents designs by US fashion de-
signer Michael Kors during his New York
Fashion Week runway show in the Brook-
lyn borough of New York City.

Canada fashion mogul in court
for first of several sex assault trials

Monday made a brief appearance

in a Toronto court for the first of
several trials on charges for sexual as-
saults that spanned decades in Canada
and the United States. Jury selection
was set for next week, followed by the
prosecution’s presentation of evidence
starting on September 26.

Held in prison since his arrest in
December 2020, the 82-year-old Finn-
ish-Canadian is being tried in Canada’s
largest city for alleged sexual assaults
and forcible confinement involving sev-
eral people between 1987 and 2006.
He faces similar charges in Quebec
and Manitoba, as well as extradition to
the United States, where he has been
accused of raping dozens of women
and girls, racketeering and trafficking.

Through his lawyers, Nygard, known
for his long, flowing gray hair and flam-
boyant dress sense, has denied all of
the accusations. Reports from the To-
ronto courtroom described him arriving
in a wheelchair, looking frail.

At the time the Toronto charges were
laid in October 2021, Nygard was al-
ready fighting a US extradition request.
Months later Quebec police would lay

Fashion executive Peter Nygard on

Lawyer Brian Greenspan,
fashion executive Peter Nygard, leaves the
Toronto Courthouse in Toronto, Ontario,
Canada. — AFP

representing

charges too, followed by Manitoba in
July. In the United States, dozens of
women and girls from disadvantaged
economic backgrounds or who had
histories of abuse have accused him of
grooming and luring them to his luxu-
ry estates on the pretense of lucrative
modeling opportunities.

Those alleged crimes, according
to the US indictment, took place be-
tween 1990 and 2020. Nygard and his
accomplices, including employees of
his group, “used force, fraud, and co-

ercion to cause women and minors to
have sex” with them, it said. Nygard,
the founder of women’s clothing com-
pany Nygard International, has long
boasted about his rise from humble
beginnings, as a young immigrant who
built a fashion empire with nearly 170
stores at its peak.

His company, however, filed for
bankruptcy shortly after the FBI and
police raided Nygard’s Manhattan cor-
porate headquarters in 2020. Accord-
ing to US court documents, company
funds were said to have been used to
host dinner parties, poker games and
so-called “pamper parties” where mi-
nor girls were drugged and women as-
saulted if they did not comply with his
sexual demands.

Partygoers were often photo-
graphed and their personal information,
including weight and physical measure-
ments, were kept in a registry. Nygard
also paid from corporate accounts for
victims’ travel, living expenses, plastic
surgery, abortions and child support,
said American prosecutors. — AFP
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Kohli, Rahul star as India crush
Pakistan in rain-hit Asia Cup ODI

Kuldeep returned figures of 5-25 to hand India their biggest ODI win over Pakistan

COLOMBO: Virat Kohli and returning KL Rahul hit
unbeaten centuries to lead India’s 228-run thrashing
of Pakistan in a rain-hit Super Four clash of the Asia
Cup on Monday’s reserve day. Kohli (122) and Rahul
(111) put together 233 runs as India reached 356-2, a
total defended after they bowled out Pakistan for 128
in the 50-over contest in Colombo.

Pakistan ended on 128-8 in 32 overs with injured
bowlers Haris Raul and Naseem Shah not turning out
to bat. India spinner Kuldeep Yadav returned figures
of 5-25 to hand India their biggest ODI win over Pa-
kistan. India resumed on 147-2 after rain ended play
early on Sunday and pushed the match into an ad-
ditional day set aside by the tournament, which is a
precursor Lo the ODI World Cup.

Rain again delayed the starl but no overs were
lost and then the Kohli-Rahul pair roused the In-
dian fans at a largely emply stadium. “KL and my-
self are both conventional players. And when you
have him batting the way he was and me playing,
its tough to break these partnerships because we
don’t play fancy shots,” man of the match Kohli

said on the marathon stand.

Kohli added, “It is one of the memorable partner-
ships we’ve had and for Indian cricket as well. He (Ra-
hul) hit form for us straightaway, good for us.” Rahul,
who returned from an injury lay-olff, raised his bat Lo
celebrate his hundred and was hugged by Kohli, who
soon brought up his own ton after surpassing 13,000

ODI runs. It was Kohli’'s 47th ODI ton and extended
his century score to 77 in internationals.

Tireless groundstaff

Half-centuries from skipper Rohit Sharma and
fellow opener Shubman Gill got India off to a good
start on Sunday with a 121-run stand. Kohli and Rahul
resumed cauliously on their overnight scores of eight
and 17 before they took Lo the Pakistan attack with
100 runs in 102 balls.

Pakistan suffered a blow when officials said fast
bowler Rauf had suffered a strain and would take no
further part. Later fellow quick Naseem also walked
off with some discomfort to his hand. Rahul smashed
12 fours and two sixes, including whipping Shadab
Khan over mid-wicket, in his 106-ball knock.

Kohli finished the innings with a six down the
ground against a bowling attack that lacked sting.
Sloppy fielding added to Pakistan’s woes. Pace
spearhead Shaheen Shah Afridi and Shadab got a
wickel each on Sunday.

Ground staff worked tirelessly to get the field
ready after Monday’s early rain and received “big
thanks” from Rohit and Kohli. Pakistan were never in
the chase after they lost two early wickets including
skipper Babar Azam bowled for 10 off an impressive
in-swinger by Hardik Pandya.

Rain once again interrupted play but not the
Indian momentum as the bowlers kept up their

Kuwait win five
medals in Beirut
tackwondo tourney

BEIRUT: Kuwait’s tackwondo team won five dif-
ferent medal in the fifth annual Beirut Tackwondo
Qualifying Tournament. In remarks to KUNA, Ku-
wail’s team coach, Waleed Al-Marshad said that the
Kuwaili tackwondo leam won one gold, two silver
and two bronze, adding that the Kuwaiti athletes
performed very well. The Beirut championship is a
“qualifying tournament” that allows players to col-
lect the largest possible number of points, he added.
On Monday, the Kuwaili tackwondo team won four
medals, two silver and two bronze. — KUNA
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Crowley set fair
to fulfil great
O’Gara’s hopes

PARIS: The task of succeeding Irish Lalisman John-
ny Sexton has been beyond some but in Jack Crowley
Ireland may have at last found their man. Joey Carbery
and Billy Burns have in recent years been touted as
potential successors, without managing to dislodge
the 38-year-old from the No.10 jersey.

With 23-year-old Crowley, things could be differ-
ent. Even Ireland great Ronan O’Gara, who is not re-
nowned for doling out compliments, has long tipped
him to shine. “Jesus, what a hope for Irish rugby,”
O’Gara told Irish website 42.ie three years ago after
watching Crowley score an astonishing individual try
against Scotland Under 20’s.

Crowley has yet to produce such a moment at
senior level but his glorious dink kick that sel up
Ireland’s 12th try in the dying moments of their 82-8
mauling of Romania in their World Cup opener was
an indication of his vision.

That is what sets him apart from the steady but un-
spectacular Ross Byrne, the other pretender to Sex-
ton’s throne once the 38-year-old departs the scene
at the end of Ireland’s campaign. That Crowley got the
nod from head coach Andy Farrell as understudy for
Sexton against Romania — with Byrne left to kick his
heels in the stands — said much about the confidence
the coaching team have in the Munster man.

He stands a good chance of Farrell naming him in
the starting role for a tough clash with Tonga in Nantes
next Saturday. Crowley has cerlainly been ruthless in
his surge to the top, with Carbery the principal victim.

Having left Sexton’s province Leinster in a bid to

secure more first team rugby, Carbery’s Munster
hopes were dashed by Crowley’s prodigious talent.
Former Australia fly-half Stephen Larkham, who was
Munster’s head coach in 2020, recognised his poten-
tial. “I think to prove you are a great player you need
to do that over time and all the markings are there that
he is going Lo do thal,” said Larkham al the time.

‘You need game time’

He has been proved right, for it was Crowley and
nol Carbery who slarled and slarred in Munsler’s
19-14 United Rugby Championship final victory over
South Africans Stormers in May. A few months later
and Crowley was named in Farrell's World Cup squad
ahead of New Zealand-born Carbery, who had looked
sel Lo be the long lerm successor Lo Sexton [rom even
before the 2019 edition.

Crowley said the faith that has been placed
in him has had a huge impact on his progress.
“Game time is massive for anybody’s develop-
ment and particularly as a 10,” said Crowley after
Saturday’s victory over Romania.

“You need a game feel and build your game man-
agement, build everything you know, playing in pres-
sure situations and being able to deliver in those situ-
ations. “So being exposed to that for the first time was
huge for me and I'm very fortunate that I got the op-
portunities to be exposed to those situations to learn.

“I know myself I've got a lot to do, and to get to
those levels, you need game time.” With just seven
caps, Crowley is far from the finished article but he has
absorbed much from training with the arch-perfec-
tionist Sexton. Competlition for the starling jersey has
not stopped the three fly-halves from being friends.
Crowley described it as “a special, special relation-
ship.” Crowley is a huge admirer of 2018 World Player
of the Year Sexton, who scored 24 points in the win
over Romania in what was his first compeltitive match
in almost six months.—AFP
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COLOMBO: Indian players celebrate their victory at the end of the AS|a 0up 2023 super four one-day international
(ODI) cricket match between India and Pakistan at the R. Premadasa Stadium in Colombo. — AFP

charge after resumption and Kuldeep sent back Mo-
hammad Rizwan with his left-arm wrist spin. Wickets
kept tumbling and Kuldeep got three more to get into
the Pakistan tail and then claimed his second ODI
five-wicket haul.

Azam said, “we lost back-to-back wickets, couldn’t
build partnerships”. The extra day was a last-minute

addition to the Super Four clash—the only game to
gel the advantage other than the final—after a previ-
ous group game between the two teams was washed
out in Pallekele.

India will head into a third successive day of crick-
et when they meet Sri Lanka in the next Super Four
clash on Tuesday at the same venue. — AFP

KUALA LUMPUR: Kuwail's Abdullah Al-Saif
won the bronze medal at FOX’s Indonesia Para
Badminton Tourney in the SH6 men’s singles. In
remarks Lo KUNA, Head of the Kuwaili delegation
Khaled Sultan said that the tournament was suc-

Abdullah Al-Saif wins bronze medal at
FOX’s Indonesia BadmintonTourney

cessful especially with Al-Saif’s achievement. Sul-
tan also praised the tournament’s organization and
the reception of the delegations and participants
by the organizers, adding that the Kuwaili team
benefited a lot from the participation. — KUNA

Archer attends
training for
World Cup role

LONDON: Jofra Archer attended England’s training
session at The Oval on Tuesday to spark hopes he
could yet feature at next month's World Cup in India.
Fast bowler Archer delivered the Super Over as En-
gland defeated New Zealand in a dramatic 2019 final at
Lord’s to become 50-over world champions.

But the 28-year-old’s career has since been blight-
ed by injuries and Archer has yel o fealure in a com-
petitive match this season following a stress fracture
in his right elbow. As a result, he was left out of En-
gland’s provisional 15-man squad for the World Cup
but, should he prove his fitness, there is still time for
him to be chosen as a travelling reserve.

He could then feature in India should a fellow En-
gland bowler be struck down by injury. Archer came
off his long run for a significant spell during a net ses-
sion as England trained ahead of Wednesday’s third
one-day international against New Zealand. “He looks
in a good place. I don’t know where he’s at fitness wise
but he’s bowling good wheels (pace) out there today
(Tuesday),” David Willey, dropped from England’s
squad in 2019 to make way for Archer, said.

“Everyone knows how good is he is, what he’s ca-
pable of and how he can impact games. So to have
him close or not far away from being fit is obviously
fantastic news.” Andrew Flintoff was also at The Oval
as the former England captain continued his role as a
mentor Lo the squad.

Flintoff had been largely absent from public view
since being involved in a major car accident while
filming the BBC television motoring programme
Top Gear. But the 45-year-old was encouraged to
become involved with the England set-up again by
[riend and former leam-mate Rob Key, now the man-
aging director of men’s crickel at the England and
Wales Cricket Board.—AFP

Jofra Archer

COLOMBO: Pakistan’s Agha Salman fields the ball
during the Asia Cup 2023 super four one-day interna-
tional (ODI) cricket match between India and Pakistan
at the R. Premadasa Stadium in Colombo. — AFP

Pakistan ‘grateful’

for India wake-up
call ahead of WCup

COLOMBO: Pakistan’s heavy defeal lo India
in the Asia Cup was a “timely reminder” for the
Leam Lo gel their acl logether before next month’s
World Cup, head coach Grant Bradburn said.
Babar Azam’s men suffered a crushing 228-run
loss to India on Monday in a rain-hit Super Four
clash of the 50-over tournament, a prelude to next
month’s World Cup in India.

India posted 356-2 in Colombo after rain forced
the match into a reserve day and then bowled out
Pakistan for 128 in 32 overs lo register their big-
gest ODI viclory over their arch-rivals. “My gul
feeling is that we are grateful for the gift that has
been this last two days,” Bradburn told reporters
after the drubbing.

“We don't get to play some of the best players
in the world very often,” he added. “We haven't lost
a game of cricket for the last three months, so it's a
timely reminder that we need to turn up every day,
put in our best on the park, and it’s actually a gift in
the last two days we haven't done that.”

Pakistan elected to bowl after Azam won the
toss but the team soon lost their grip after a 121-run
opening stand between skipper Rohit Sharma and
Shubman Gill. Virat Kohli and KL Rahul hit 122 and
111 respectively to extend India’s domination in an
unbeaten stand of 233.—AFP
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Those times are over’: Voeller honest
about scope of Germany rebuild

Voeller’s first point of call to inject some pride and stability into the team

BERLIN: Nine months before Euro 2024 kicks off
in Germany, the hosts have turned to Rudi Voeller
to get the team back on track before Tuesday’s
friendly against France after coach Hansi Flick was
sacked. Flick became the first Germany coach in
history to be relieved of his duties after his side
slumped to a 4-1 loss to Japan in Wolfsburg on
Saturday, the latest in a run of poor results which
included a group-stage exit at the World Cup in
Qatar last year.

The German Foolball Association (DFB) have
turned to 1990 World Cup winner Voeller to take
over on an interim basis for the [riendly against
2022 World Cup finalists France in Dortmund.
While Voeller’s first point of call will be to inject
some pride and stability into the struggling team,
his broader task is to right the ship before next
vear’s European Championship on home soil.

Voeller was asked in Dortmund on Monday
about whether the well-known statement, com-
monly altributed Lo England’s Gary Lineker, thal
‘football is a simple game with 11 v 11, and Ger-
many wins at the end’ still rang true. “Those times
are over” Voeller said, “we’ve been booted out at
the group stage in the World Cup twice in a row.”
“In the meantime other countries and associations
have caught up.”

‘Urgent task’

Voeller, who was part of the Flick set-up as the
DFB’s sporting director, was also appointed on
an interim basis after Germany’s disastrous group
stage exil al Euro 2000. He took the side all the
way to the final at the 2002 World Cup, before los-
ing 2-0 Brazil, but 63-year-old Voeller said on Sun-
day this time he will nol be in the hot seal for long.

Rubiales summoned to appear
in court over forced kiss

Speaking on Monday, Voeller said his appoint-
ment was a “one-time thing” and he would not
stay on, regardless of the resull against France.
“The most urgent task is to hire a national coach
who will quickly get the team back on track and
prepare us for the big European Championships
next vear,” Voeller said on Sunday.

He said the sacking was “nol an easy moment
for me... I joined in February to support Hansi Flick
so that he could be successful.” “I firmly believed
that as a national coach he could manage to get
our team back on track.”

Germany captain llkay Gundogan said on Mon-
day the players were feeling “a mixture of disap-
pointment, sadness and frustration” that their per-
formances cost the coach his job. “I feel like I let
Hansi down and the other players feel that way also.”

Voeller will be assisted by Germany Under-20s
manager Hannes Woll and former Bayern striker
Sandro Wagner. Several candidates have been
mentioned to take the position on a permanent
basis, with Julian Nagelsmann, who replaced Flick
al Bayern Munich only to be sacked in March, be-
lieved to be the frontrunner.

Oliver Glasner, who Look Eintracht Frankfurt to
the Europa League litle in 2022 -- their first Euro-
pean trophy in 40 years—and Matthias Sammer,
who won the Bundesliga as Borussia Dortmund
coach in 2002, have also been mentioned.

Voeller will need to start by giving the strug-
gling side some defensive slability. Germany are
winless in five malches, having conceded 13 goals
in that time. Led by a front-line which could in-
clude the attacking firepower of Kylian Mbappe,
Antoine Griezmann, Randal Kolo Muani, Marcus
Thuram and Kingsley Coman, Tuesday’s oppo-
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DORTMUND: Rudi Voeller (L), director of the Germany national team and Germany’s midfielder llkay Gun-
dogan attend a press conference on the eve of the friendly football match between Germany and France in
Dortmund, western Germany. — AFP

nents France will be salivating at the space Ger-
many afforded Japan on Saturday.

Unlike Germany, Didier Deschamps men are in
blistering form, having won their past five Euro
2024 qualifying matches without conceding a
goal. Deschamps played alongside Voeller in the

MADRID: Former Spanish football
federation president Luis Rubia-
les must appear in court on Friday
in connecltion with the invesliga-
tion into his forcible kiss on Jenni
Hermoso’s lips after the Women'’s
World Cup final. Rubiales has been
summoned to appear at 1200 local
time (1000 GMT) before an exam-
ining magistrate “to be heard as an
accused” and to respond lo accusa-
tions of “sexual assault”, a Madrid
court said in a statement Tuesday.
The 46-year-old kissed Hermoso
following Spain’s triumph in Sydney
on August 20, which she says was not
consensual, while Rubiales insists it
was. Judge Irancisco de Jorge of the
National Court admitted a complaint
against Rubiales on Monday filed by
Spanish prosecutors last week re-

garding alleged “crimes of sexual as-
sault and “coercion”.

Under a recent reform of the Span-
ish penal code, a non-consensual kiss
can be considered sexual assaull, a
criminal category that groups togeth-
er all types of sexual violence. The
penalties for a forced kiss can range
from a fine to four years in prison,
according to sources from the public
prosecutors’ office.

Rubiales stepped down as the
Spanish football federation’s president
on Sunday but continued to defend
himself over the kiss. “I have faith in
the truth and 1 will do everything in
my power so that it prevails,” Rubiales
wrote in an open letter.

Hermoso, 33, who plays for Mexi-
can club Pachuca, has said the unwant-
ed kiss left her feeling “vulnerable and

Luis Rubiales

like the victim of an assault”, with a
stalement on social media describing
it as “an impulsive, macho act, out of
place and with no type of consent on
my part”. She also accused Rubiales

of pressuring her to speak out in his
defence immediately after the [urore
over the kiss erupted, which prosecu-
tors said could be considered a crime
of coercion. — AFP

NFL star Rodgers exits
early with serious
injury in Jets win

NEW YORK: NFL superstar Aaron Rodgers man-
aged only four plays in his much-anticipated New York
Jets debut on Monday before suffering what could be
a season-ending injury, but the Jets rallied for an emo-
tional 22-16 home viclory over Buffalo.

Four-time NFL Most Valuable Player Rodgers
suffered a left ankle injury early in the first quar-
ter after being sacked. An X-ray showed no broken
bones but he wore a walking boot on his left foot
into the locker room.

Jets coach Robert Saleh and the team fear an MRI
exam on Tuesday will confirm that the 39-year-old has
a torn Achilles tendon that would end his NFL sca-
son. “Concerned with his Achilles,” Salch said. “MRI
is probably going to confirm what we think is already
going to happen. So prayers tonight, but it's not good.”

Salch said the Jets are resilient and tried despite los-
ing Rodgers Lo enjoy Lhe viclory, which came on a 65-
yard overtime punt return by Xavier Gipson. “I'm going
to enjoy this win,” Saleh said.“I don’t hurt for me. 1 don't
hurt for our locker room. I hurt for Aaron and how much
he has invested in all of this.”

More than 83,000 spectators watched Rodgers,
who spent 18 years with Green Bay before being trad-
ed to the Jets in April, leave after just over three min-
utes. After a run play, Rodgers threw an incompletion.
Another incomplete pass was wiped out by a Buffalo
holding penalty.

On the next play, Rodgers was sacked by Buf-
falo’s Leonard Floyd for a 10-yard loss and his left
leg twisted awkwardly on the play. After spending a
minute on the ground in pain, he was helped off the
field, examined and carted to the locker room. Gip-
son’s dramatic punt return rescued a victory for the
Jets in the same clutch fashion Rodgers had taken
so many Packers’ triumphs.

“I seen the ball in the air and I seen I had a shot,”
Gipson said of his remarkable runback. “I had an op-
portunity and I just took it.” Rodgers made an impact
on a Jels team that trailed 13-3 at halftime. “The ener-
gy gotlow,” Gipson said. “In the locker room, he didn’t
show no signs of disappointment. He encouraged me. 1
looked in his eyes. He gave me a look.

“I was thinking, ‘Let’s win this game for A-Rod.”
And they did, the Jets defensive unil forcing four turn-
overs from Buffalo quarterback Josh Allen and getting
a louchdown pass from reserve quarlerback Zach
Wilson to Garrett Wilson in the fourth quarter.

“There’s no recovering [rom something like that,
with a guy who has an impact like he does in our
locker room,” Garrett Wilson said. “Seeing him go

down and then going in and seeing him at halftime,
it's tough and it's something you hate to see. I'm
praying for Aaron and his recovery. “Zach rallied the
troops, did what he had to do and we rallied in the
second hall. Zach brought us together and that was
everylhing we needed.”

‘Hurts us as a team’

Zach Wilson was hopeful the man he replaced,
Rodgers, might yel recover. “I have so much love for
him. My heart goes oul Lo him,” Zach Wilson said. “I
have no idea what has happened. I know he’ll find a
way Lo gel back. It's tough. It hurts us as a team.”

Rodgers, the 2011 Super Bowl MVP when he led
the Packers to a title, is among the NFLs all-time
passing leaders and hoped to revive a New York
squad that won its only Super Bowl in 1969 and hasn't
reached the NFL playoffs since 2010.

That made his early setback all the more emolion-
al for long-suffering Jels supporters and players. The
Bills took a 13-3 half-lime lead on Allen’s five-yard
touchdown pass to Stefon Diggs and field goals of 34
and 40 yards by Tyler Bass.

New York’s Greg Zuerlein kicked a 26-yard field
goal in the second quarter and a 43-yarder in the third.
The three-vard Wilson to Wilson touchdown lifted
the Jets level and the teams traded late field goals Lo
force overlime, Zuerlein hitting a 30-yarder and Bass
banking in a 50-yarder off the left upright. — AFP

Classifieds

Marseille side which won the 1993 Champions
League title. On Monday, Deschamps praised his
one-lime leammale’s “dynamism and delermina-
tion which he still has.” “I value him very much.
It's a great pleasure for me that I will meet him
again on Tuesday.” — AFP

Southgate reveals
Scotland soft spot
as rivalry turns 150

GLASGOW: England manager Gareth South-
gate revealed on Monday he once supported
Scotland at the 1978 World Cup as the old ri-
vals prepare to do battle in a friendly to mark
the 150th anniversary of their first meeting.
Scotland have not beaten the Three Lions since
1999, but go into Tuesday’s clash in front of a
home crowd at Glasgow’s Hampden Park full of
confidence as they close in on qualification for
next year’s European Championship.

Steve Clarke’s men have won all five of
their Euro 2024 qualifiers, including at home
to Spain and away to Erling Haaland’s Nor-
way. Clarke believes the Llest of facing En-
gland is a “benchmark” of how far his side
have progressed.

And Southgate is looking forward Lo savour-
ing the hostile atmoshpere at Hampden, despite
having once had a soft spot for Scotland him-
self. “This is horrendous, what I'm going lo say
here ahead of tomorrow, but I was supporting
Scotland in 1978 because we hadn’t qualified,”
said the England boss. “Then we were back in
in 1982 and all of a sudden for me then onwards
it was all about England.”

He added: “Greal fixtures, I've mel so many
of the former players over the years, worked
with some of them, played with some of them.
It's a fabulous game. “I know it’s a rivalry and
people will be wary of it crossing a boundary,
but it’s a brilliant sporting rivalry and a great
game to be involved in.” — AFP

Gareth Southgate

Clinics & Hospitals

Clinics
Kaizen center 25716707
Rawda 22517733
Adaliya 22517144
Khaldiya 24848075
Kaifan 24849807
Shamiya 24848913
Shuwaikh 24814507
Abdullah Salem 22549134
Nuzha 22526804
Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764
Qadsiya 22515088
Dasmah 22532265
Bneid Al-Gar 22531908
Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381
Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082
Mirgab 22456536
Sharq 22465401
Salmiya . 25746401
Hospitals
Sabah Hospital 24812000
Amiri Hospital 22450005
Maternity Hospital 24843100
Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital 25312700
Chest Hospital 24849400
Farwaniya Hospital 24892010
Adan Hospital 23940620
Ibn Sina Hospital 24840300
Al-Razi Hospital 24846000

Change of Name

I, Dhawani Hiteshkumar holder of Indian Passport
No. M5455684 having permanent address - Guja-
rat, India Pin 392001, residing in Kuwait at pres-
ent hereby declare that henceforth my name will
be read as (given name) Dhwani Hiteshkumar and
(surname) Talati. (#4227) 13/9/2023

I, Avith Lovel, holder of Passport No. N1729719,
do hereby change my name to Avith Lovel (as giv-
en name) Fernandes (as surname) for all purposes. |
will henceforth be known in the name Avith Lovel Fer-
nandes and | also undertake to carry out this name
change in all my documents. (#4226) 12/9/2023

I, Abdul (current name in passport), holder of In-

dian National Passport Number S3692812 having

N

~

permanent address house no. 20 Tripoloya Gate
Kotawala Bag Ratlam, Madhya Pradesh Pin code
457001 India, residing in Kuwait at present here-
by declare that henceforth my name will be read
as (given name) Abdul Kadar and (surname) Alot
Wala. (#4225) 12/9/2023

I SHAIVI holder of Indian Passport No.
T8992352 having permanent address at:
Sihora, Ward No. 3, Chandpur Road, Tah:
Tumsar, State: Maharashtra, Country: India
and Pin Code: 441915 residing in Kuwait at
present, hereby declare that henceforth my
name will be read as (given name) SHAIVI
HEMCHAND and (surname) RAHANGDALE
(#4222) 11/9/2023
J
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Fernandes shines as Portugal lash
Luxembourg in record 9-0 win

‘We are still at the beginning of a new era with a new coach’
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ALMANCIL: Luxembourg’s midfielder #21 Sebastien Thill fights for the ball with Portugal’s midfielder #8 Bruno Fernandes during the EURO 2024 first round group J qualifying football match between Portugal and Luxembourg
at the Algarve stadium in Almancil, Faro district. — AFP

BARCELONA: Bruno Fernandes ran the show for
Portugal as they romped to a record 9-0 win over
Luxembourg on Monday without suspended Ltalis-
man and all-lime top goalscorer Cristiano Ronaldo.
Roberto Martinez’s side have now won all six of their
qualifying games, without conceding a single goal
and scoring 24 themselves, with this the country’s
largest ever victory.Portugal lead the Group J stand-
ings, five points clear of Slovakia in second place,
whom they beal in Bralislava on Friday. Luxembourg
are third, three points behind Slovakia. Manchester
United playmaker Fernandes, who scored Portugal’s
winner against Slovakia, laid on three goals as the
Selecao filled their boots and scored one himself.

Goncalo Ramos, Diogo Jola and Goncalo Inacio
struck two goals each, while Ricardo Horta and Joao
Felix also scored. Martinez, who replaced Fernando
Santos after the Qatar World Cup, has a 100 percent
record at the helm to date.

“We are still at the beginning of a new era with
a new coach and we are still taking on board the
coach’s ideas,” said Jola. “Today we sel a relerence
point match (to look at in) the future.” Sporting
Lisbon defender Inacio sent the hosts ahead in the
12th minute with a header from Fernandes’ exquisite
cross with the outside of his foot.

Paris Saint-Germain striker Ramos drilled home
the second five minutes later after Fernandes pressed

high to win the ball back. The 22-year-old striker
then grabbed another goal in the 33rd minute with
a clever turn and clinical finish for his sixth goal in
eight appearances for his country.

Liverpool striker Jota hit the crossbar as Portugal
dominated at the Algarve stadium near the country’s
south coast. Inacio headed home his second goal
from another Fernandes cross on the stroke of half-
lime and Jola struck early in the second half for the
fifth, set up by the Red Devils midfielder again.

Portugal thrashed Luxembourg 6-0 in their first
clash in the Grand Duchy and Horla rifled home
from the edge of the box for their sixth of the night
to match the haul. Jota, who set up Horta, walloped

home the seventh as Portugal continued pushing
on without remorse, and Fernandes capped his vir-
tuoso display by netting the eighth. That matched
their previous best win, 8-0 on three occasions,
but substitute Felix struck a superb ninth from the
edge of the box to sel Portugal’s new record. “We
have a great group of players, we take every game
very seriously,” said Horla.

“We're on the right track, but we have things
to improve. Against Slovakia we played a game
that was not at the level this team (can offer).”
Martinez’s side can qualify for Euro 2024 on Oc-
tober 13 if they beat Slovakia and Luxembourg
fail to beat Iceland. — AFP

PARIS: With the US Open, the last
of this year’s majors oul of the way,
the stage is cleared for the Davis Cup
which enters its 16-team Finals group
stage across four locations on Tues-
day. The top two from each group
round-robin—they will be hosted in
Bologna, Manchester, Valencia and
Split—will move into the knockout
phase in Spain in November.

It is still not certain whether the
newly-crowned US Open champion
Novak Djokovic will play for Serbia
this week - although he is slaled to
appear in Valencia - but there will be
some big names on show, notably for-
mer world number one Andy Murray
who is in the Great Britain team that
hosts a group in Manchester.

‘World number two Carlos Alcaraz,
however, was ruled out of the Spanish
team after his semi-final exit at Flush-
ing Meadows. “I talked to him and his
team throughout the US Open,” said
Spain captain David Ferrer.

“I was there and watched most of
his games, but it is true that he end-
ed up very tired, with some physical
problems.” With no Rafael Nad-
al either, Spain will instead be lead
by Alejandro Davidovich, currently
ranked 25th in the world. It is Can-
ada, however, drawing on lhe ex-

Murray confident as Davis
Cup gears up for last 16

perience of Denis Shapovalov and
Vasek Pospisil, who are ranked at
number one in Davis Cup, having
won their first-ever Llitle last year.
Canada are one of four teams to
qualify automatically, along with
last year’s runners-up Australia
and wildcards Spain and Italy, who
will meet the Canadians in a crunch
match on Wednesday.

They have been joined by 12 quali-
fiers—Chile, Croatia, Czech Republic,
Finland, France, Great Britain, Neth-
erlands, Serbia, South Korea, Swe-
den, Switzerland and United States.

Eleven of the 16 contenders have
already won the Davis Cup includ-
ing Britain who claimed their tenth
title with a Murray-inspired victory
over Belgium in the 2015 final. Now
ranked 41 in singles after some se-
rious career-threatening injuries
and struggling to make an impact in
Grand Slam lournaments, 36-year-
old Murray is craving one last tilt
at a major title. “I do genuinely be-
lieve the team can win the event,” he
said at the team press conference
on Monday. “That’s huge motivation
to be a part of it. I want to help the
leam in any way [ can, whether thal’s
on the court or off. We'll see what
happens.” — AFP

Troubled Pogba sinks
to new low after
doping revelation

MILAN: Once the most expensive footbal-
ler in the world, France star Paul Pogba has
sunk to a new low after being provisionally
suspended for a doping violation. Injuries
and a bizarre blackmail plot involving his
own brother have dominated his second
spell at Juventus, and the latest revelations
came just as the midfielder looked ready to
gel back Lo his besL.

[taly’s anti-doping authority NADO re-
vealed on Monday that Pogba, who is still
only 30, showed elevated levels of tes-
tosterone in a test taken after Juve's sea-
son-opening win at Udinese, a match in
which he did not even play. Pogba has since
been a substitute in Juve’s other two Serie
A matches and despite picking up a thigh
knock against Empoli earlier this month
could well have featured in Saturday’s

home fixture against Lazio had he not \'

been deall the latest of a series of blows
Lo his career.

The test result came soon after the re-
lease of an interview with Al Jazeera in
which he said he wanted lo make his crilics
“eal their words”. “I want Lo show them I'm
not weak. They can talk bad about me. I will
never give up,” he said.

He has only started one malch since
returning to Juve as a free agent from
Manchester United in July last vear,
six years aller leaving the Turin gi-

ants for a then world record 105 million eu-
ros with four Italian league titles Lo his name.
It was a move which was supposed to re-
generale his career which had gone slale in
England, but he almost immediately suffered
a serious knee injury in pre-season.

And his initial decision to not undergo
surgery in a bid to make the Qatar World
Cup eventually back-fired, ending his chanc-
es of helping France defend their world title
and further complicating his club campaign.

Paul Pogba

Pogba was a key figure in the 2018 triumph
in Russia and scored one of France’s goals
in their 4-2 win over Croalia in thal year’s
final, but he has nol featured for his country
since a [riendly win for Les Bleus over South
Africa in March last year. From being on top
of the world Pogba has slowly slipped down
to the depths, ravaged by injuries and a dif-
ficult personal life which he admits has been
adversely alfecled by the vast sums of mon-
ey earned by football’s top players.

“Money changes people. It can break
up a family. It can creale a war,” he said.
“Sometimes I was just by myself thinking,

‘I don’t wanl Lo have money anymore. |

just don’t want to play anymore. I just
want to be with normal people, so they
will love me for me—not for the fame,

not for the money’.” Pogba speaks from
bitter experience, as a month after tear-
ing knee ligaments his brother Mathias
released a video in which he threatened
to reveal secrets about his superstar
sibling. French investigators were later
told of how he was held at gun point by
childhood friends and two hooded men
armed with assault rifles, who lambast-
| ed him for not helping them out finan-
cially and demanded 13 million euros.

Pogba ended up paying 100,000
euros of the sum and the alfair taught
him that “the only people who can hurt
are the people who are close to you”.
“They’re the ones who can destroy you,”
he told Al Jazeera.

Pogba faces an anxious wail for the
result of his ‘B’ sample, with the spectre
of a potential four-year ban hanging over
a player whose life has turned into some-
thing of a nightmare. — AFP
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