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‘ENOUGH IS ENOUGH’

Hamas launches Operation Al-Aqsa Flood against Zionists « Kuwait blames blatant Zionist violations

(Left) Palestinians take control of a Zionist tank after crossing the border fence with the Zionist entity from Khan Yunis in the southern Gaza Strip on Oct 7, 2023. (Right) A salvo of rockets is fired from Gaza City toward

m the Zionist entity. — AFP photos

Rami Tahboub
Palestinian Ambassador to Kuwait

e have repeatedly warned against the

‘;‘; consequences of blocking the political

horizon and failing Lo enable the Pales-

tinian people to exercise their legitimate right to

self-determination and establish their own state.

We have also warned against the consequences

of daily provocations and attacks including the

continued settlers’ and occupation forces terror-

ism, as well as the raids on Al-Agsa Mosque and
Christian and Islamic holy sites.

Security, stability and peace in our region can be
attained by ending the (Zionist) occupation of the
land of the State of Palestine, with East Jerusalem
as its capital, on the 1967 lines, and recognizing the
people’s right to independence and sovereignty.

(The Zionist entity’s) disavowal of the signed
agreements and failure to adhere to international
legitimacy resolutions led to the destruction of the
peace process. That is in addition to the absence of
a solution to the Palestinian cause after 75 years of
suffering and displacement, the continuation of the
policy of double standards and the silence of the
international community regarding the criminal and
racist practices of the (Zionist) occupation forces
against the Palestinian people.

The continuation of the injustice and oppres-
sion to which the Palestinian people are exposed
is the reason behind this explosive situation and
the absence of peace and security in the region.
Peace requires juslice, freedom and indepen-
dence for our Palestinian people, the return of ref-
ugees and the full implementation of international

legilimacy resolutions.
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s>AZA/SDEROT: Palestinian group Hamas launched
a large-scale surprise attack against the Zionist enti-
Ly on Saturday, firing thousands of rockets from Gaza
and sending fighters to abduct prisoners of war as
the Zionist entity retaliated with air strikes. At least
200 people were reported killed in the Zionist entity,
while Gaza authorities released a death toll of 232 in
the conflict’s bloodiest escalation in years which also
left hundreds more wounded on both sides.

Hamas labelled its attack Operation Al-Agsa
Flood and called on “resistance fighters in the Wesl
Bank” as well as in “Arab and Islamic nations” Lo join
the battle.“We decided to put an end to all the crimes
of the occupation; their time for rampaging without
being held accountable is over,” said its armed wing,
the Ezzedine Al-Qassam Brigades, claiming Lo have
fired more than 5,000 rockets.

Kuwaitis rally in

By Ghadeer Ghloum

KUWAIT: Kuwaitis gathered in Irada Square on
Saturday to express their solidarity, support and
pride in the Palestinian resistance, as well as their
rejection of normalization of Zionist occupation of
Palestinan lands. “The Zionist entity has persisted in
attacking and desecrating holy sites, disregarding
the sanctlity of children, women and the elderly over
the past years. It is only natural for there to be a re-
aclion to these practices and crimes in the face of the
world’s silence,” MP Abdulaziz Al-Saqobi said.

“Many Arab and Islamic governments, as well as in-
ternational and human rights organizations, are expect-
ed to respond proportionately to the magnitude and
brutality of the crimes committed by the Zionist enti-
Ly. For those who do not understand the language of
Lrealies and agreements, they must understand the lan-
guage of strength and resilience, as is happening today
in Gaza. This resilience is a source of pride for all who
adhere Lo the religion of Islam because the Palestinian
issue is not just a matter for the Palestinian people, but
also a religious issue. Therefore, every Muslim must
support their brothers in Palestine,” he said.

“I am honored to represent these people who
are always quick to rise up for their nation and key
issues, and the biggest issue is of Al-Agsa Mosque.
We must congratulate each other on this victory
achieved by our brothers in Palesline, which calls for
victory and pride because the nation is alive.

Continued on Page 6

Hamas chiel Ismail Haniva claimed the group was
on the “verge of a great victory and a clear conquest
on the Gaza front”. “Enough is enough,” he said in a
televised address. “The cycle of intifadas (uprisings)
and revolutions in the battle to liberate our land and
our prisoners languishing in occupation prisons must
be completed.”

Kuwait on Saturday expressed deep concern at
the escalation in Gaza and the occupied Palestinian
territories that happened as a result of the occupa-
tlion’s blatant violations and altacks on the brotherly
Palestinian people. Kuwail’s foreign ministry affirmed
in a statement Kuwait’s call upon the internation-
al community, namely the United Nations Security
Council, to shoulder its responsibilities, halt the on-
going violence, safeguard the brotherly Palestinian
people, stop the provocative practices by the occu-
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KUWAIT: Kuwaitis against the normalization of ties with the Zionist entity attend a gathering to express their
solidarity with Palestine in Irada Square on Oct 7, 2023. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat (More pics on Page 3)

support of Palestine

pation, namely the recurring desecrations of Al-Aq-
sa Mosque, and the policy of expanding settlements.

It also affirmed Kuwail’s unwavering and princi-
pled stance of standing on side of the brotherly Pal-
estinian people in their struggle for attaining their
full rights, namely the right to establish an indepen-
dent state along the 1967 borders with East Jerusa-
lem as its capital. The foreign ministry warned that
continuation of the violence without delerrence may
jeopardize the efforts aimed at establishing peace
and altaining the two-state settlement.

“We are at war,” said Zionist Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Nelanyahu as the military launched a series of
strikes against targets in the blockaded coastal en-
clave, including several residential tower blocks that
were completely destroyed.

Continued on Page 6
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EU Special Representative lauds
Kuwait’s role in regional security

Di Maio emphasizes the importance of diplomacy

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: During his visit to Kuwait, Luigi Di Maio,
EU Special Representative (EUSR) for the Gulf re-
gion, emphasized the importance of diplomacy and
adherence to international law as the primary means
to address the ongoing issue of the Khor Abdullah
maritime dispute. Di Maio told Kuwait Times that in
a world where the political landscape in the region
has seen significant changes, it is crucial to maintain
regional securily and stability.

“It is reassuring to note that the EU remains com-
milted Lo foslering a suslainable environment amidst
these evolving dynamics. The focus is not only on re-
solving disputes, but also on creating a framework
that promotes stability and cooperation. As partners
in this endeavor, supporting diplomatic solutions is
paramount, and this stance reflects a dedication to
peaceful resolution,” Di Maio said. This commitment
to diplomacy and cooperation was reaffirmed during
a discussion with Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister
Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah during his
visit. He noted such dialogues are instrumental in
strengthening diplomatic ties and finding peaceful
resolutions to complex issues.

Meanwhile, Di Maio praised Kuwait's role in re-
gional securily and conflict resolution in the region,
saying that its commitment to diplomacy and peace-
ful resolution of conflicts has not only helped main-
lain stlability within its borders, but has also con-

‘Two journeys, two
generations: Stories
of Fai and Sulaiman

—

By Yousef Almazeedi

and Sulaiman Alzayed, both in their early twenties,

treaded different paths separated by decades and
continents. Yet, their tales converge on the themes of
adventure, camaraderie and resilience. This summer,
Fai spent 126 days conquering the Pacific Crest Trail.
She trudged through snowfalls, wildfires and other
daunting challenges. She had tools like Google Maps
to keep her on track, WhatsApp to stay connected
with family, and Instagram to keep us all updated
(and, at times, entertained).

In Sulaiman’s era, however, almost 60 years ago,
a paper map, an old camera and the occasional tele-
phone booth had to suffice. But just like her stead-
fast hiking partner Haya made the trail less lone-
some for Fai, Sulaiman had three unfailing friends
who made the journey a reality. For both, it wasn't
just about covering miles; it was about cherishing
moments and forging bonds.

Flash back to early in the summer of 1966, in Kai-
fan where Sulaiman Alzayed, Mahmoud Alnabhan,
Hashem Syed Hussain, and Hasan Al-Nasser em-
barked on a dream road trip from Kuwait all the
way to Spain, then back home through North Africa.
Their journey, spanning 16 countries, faced its own
set of challenges. With no digital aids, they relied on
physical maps and the kindness of strangers, like a
bus driver in Syria who hosted them for lunch.

Fueled by wanderlust, they had meticulously
charted a journey across continents. As they hud-
dled around a large, worn-out map of the world,
cach country they intended to visit was marked
with a circle. Iraq, Syria, Turkey, Greece, Bulgaria,
Yugoslavia, Italy, Spain, Libya and Tunisia were not
just names on a map; they were destinations full of
promise and intrigue.

It was Sulaiman’s father, Saleh, who kick-start-
ed their journey, driving them from Kuwail to
Basra. From there, the quartet boarded a bus and
mancuvered through the political turbulence of
Baghdad (there was a failed coup attempt in the
summer of 1966), enduring an unexpected hiccup
when they were mistakenly arrested. Their odys-
sey continued as they marveled at the bustling
bazaars in the Hamidyeh Souq in Damascus and
the vibrant markets of Istanbul, a true confluence
of colors, scents and sounds.

Their European escapade began in Turkey, where
East meets West. The eclectic mix of cultures set the
tone for their onward journey. In Italy, they were pro-
vided with a memory that would be elched in their
minds forever. As they entered Pisa and caught their
first glimpse of the Leaning Tower, they were over-
whelmed. The sheer tilt of the tower was more pro-
nounced than any picture could convey. However,
it was North Africa, or the “Arabian Maghreb”, that
beckoned them next. In Morocco, Algeria, Libya and
Tunisia, they immersed themselves in a lapestry of
cultures, each more vibrant than the last.

Despite the gap in years, both journeys under-
score the human spirit’s quest for adventure and
connection. Where Fai found solace in sunsets and
[riendships on the Pacific Crest Trail, Sulaiman and
his friends enjoyed the unexpected hospitality of
strangers and the shared memories of their road
trip. In the end, whether it’s a three-and-a-half-
month road trip through 16 countries or a 126-day
hike along the Pacific Crest Trail, these stories re-
mind us that it’s the journey, not just the destination,
that truly matters. They are testaments to the un-
conquerable spirit of our young Kuwaiti adventur-
ers, the beauty of companionship.

In the realm of extraordinary journeys, Fai Alomran

tributed to mitigating broader regional disputes. He
stated that the upcoming GCC-EU ministerial meet-
ing scheduled for this month in Oman holds great
significance as it is poised to be a milestone event.

“During this gathering, there will be the formula-
tion of a final joint statement, representing a crucial
step towards enhancing cooperation between the
GCC and EU. The EU’s ambitious goal is Lo address
key points that can be swiftly implemented, setting
the stage for productive negotiations and joint ac-
tions. Optimism surrounds the final statement and
its anticipated outcomes. And the joint efforts of the
EU and the GCC are not to be underestimated, as
together, they account for 20 percent of the world
trade,” Di Maio said.

Regarding the free trade agreement (FTA) be-
tween the Gull and the EU, Di Maio recognized ils
historic significance, emphasizing the need lo find
innovative solutions to enhance economic partner-
ships. He highlighted the potential role of the In-
dia-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC)
in facilitaling trade and logistics between the Gulf
and the EU, underscoring the importance of collabo-
ralion in a region undergoing transformation.

Regarding the visa cascade, which grants Ku-
wailis a five-year mulli-entry Schengen visa, Di Maio
said that it was hailed as a successful collaborative
effort, paving the way for further developments and
a Schengen visa waiver for Kuwailis. He expressed
readiness to invest more in accelerating this process,

International Friends
Club welcomes
Sierra Leone envoy

KUWAIT: A group of members of the Internation-
al Iriends Club, including the Ambassador of Kenya
Halima A Mohamud, as well as a group of ambassa-
dor’s spouses and diplomats, visited the Ambassador
of Sierra Leone, Dr Haji Ayehsha, to welcome her
back to Kuwail and wish her well after her long trip
abroad for medical treatment. The group members
were happy to catch up with her and to wish her all
the best as she resumes her duties in Kuwait. They
also expressed joy, as they look forward to sharing
with her the various cultural and social events in
which she plans to take part.

Kuwait pushes to
enhance ICT’s role
in achieving SDGs

NEW YORK: Kuwait on Friday renewed its commit-
ment to boosting the role of information and commu-
nication technologies (ICTs) in achieving sustainable
development goals (SDGs), hoping these technologies
would help build a better future for all. This came in
a speech delivered by Diplomatic Attache at Kuwait’s
Permanent Mission to the United Nations in New York,
Ali Al-Khrabit, before the UN General Assembly’s Sec-
ond Committee session on information and telecommu-
nicalions technologies.

The Kuwaiti diplomat noted that ICTs play a major
role in implementing sustainable development goals by

Kuwait calls for more
legislations to protect
children and civilians

NEW YORK: Kuwait has called upon the international
communily to bolster efforts Lo enact more legislation
to protect children from violence and poverty. The Ku-
waili stance came in a statement addressed by the dip-
lomatic attaché Shahed Al-Menaifi at a session of the
UN third committee (tasked with social, humanitarian,
and cultural affairs). Elaborating, the diplomatic attaché

What makes going to
school so toxic and
frustrating in Kuwait?

By Ghadeer Ghloum

KUWAIT: School is an integral part of young individ-
uals’ daily life. Imagine if you were to experience the
challenges and the Loxicity of this experience for most
days of your childhood and the beginning years ol your
life. This is what high school student Awrad Al-Haddad,
Zainab Dashti and AlKawther Ghloum complained to
Kuwait Times about their experience in public schools
in Kuwait, shedding light on the factors that contribute
Lo loxic environments.

Traffic congestions

Kuwait’s roads are notorious for heavy traffic, es-
pecially during peak hours. For students commuting
to school, this congestion presents a significant hurdle,
impacting both their physical and mental well-being.
Lengthy periods spent in overcrowded buses or cars
can lead to fatigue, stress and reduced concentration
levels. “Irom the beginning of the day, before we ar-
rive at school, we experience daily stress due to the
unusual traffic congestion. Also, on our way back home
alter finishing school, we gel stuck in the hot weather
and on the road, not to mention that we have to pick
up my siblings from another school. I feel like I want
Lo vomil, which makes the school experience [rom the
very beginning to arriving home tiring, exhausting and
nerve-wracking,” Awrad said. Students may arrive late

acknowledging its importance in strengthening ties.

During his visit, Di Maio engaged in fruitful dis-
cussions with various Kuwaili officials, focusing on
the five key pillars of his mandate. These pillars en-
compass investment opportunities, energy and cli-
mate, regional security, people-to-people connec-
tions and the new level of cooperation between both
institutions. Discussions revolved around promising
opportunities in renewable energy and technolo-
gv markets, aligning with both the EU’s Green Deal
and Kuwail's 2035 vision. This alignment presents a
foundation for cooperation in the pursuit of green
transitions and climate neutrality.

Di Maio emphasized willingness to enter into
agreements that promote bilateral understanding in
economics, technology and other sectors, reflecting
the new strategic direction of the Gulf region. Nola-
bly, the third pillar includes considerations involving
Iran in regional security, demonstrating a compre-
hensive approach. Discussions also touched upon
clevating relations among GCC countries, diplomatic
academies’ collaboration, fostering civil sociely lies
and empowering women.

In light of recent events of burning the Holy Qu-
ran, Di Maio said: “It’s very important to connect our
people and civil societies to foster mutual awareness,
respect and collaboration. Both regions need to unite
in condemning such actions and work against such
events together.”

The appointment of Di Maio as the EU Special

providing the necessary
tools and technologies to
enhance economic growth
and improve education,
health and environmental
protection. He pointed out
that Kuwait seeks to meet
the needs and fill the gaps
in information and commu-
nications technologies.
Al-Khrabit stated that
Kuwait established the
Government  Communi-
cation Center in 2019 to
upgrade the government
communication tools and achieve integration and co-
ordination between government agencies to keep pace
with the process of development and renaissance that
Kuwait is witnessing. He highlighted the effective role
of the center in responding quickly to developments

Ali Al-Khrabit

Al-Menaifi warned against the ramifications of mush-
rooming crises on the world stage, affecting the live-
lihoods of millions of people who are coerced to bear
multiple social and humanitarian hardships—particu-
larly those suffered by millions of children.

Kuwait, she said, appeals to the international com-
munity, agencies and civil society to provide protection
for civilians, particularly children. “And we call on par-
ties of conflict in any spot of the world to allow delivery
of humanitarian aid to civilians,” said Al-Menaifi. She
affirmed the State of Kuwail’s keenness on supporting
people who suffer from strife and urged the concerned
UN agencies to alleviate suffering among the children.

ALl home, the Kuwaiti authorities have enacted leg-
islation for safeguarding the family in general and the

for school, missing out on valuable learning time and
fecling rushed and anxious upon arrival.

Unwelcoming treatment upon arrival

Zainab spoke about the strict dress code and unnec-
essary enforcement of wearing a specific kind of hijab.
“As soon as we arrive through the school gates, the
teachers inspect us in an uncivilized manner. I do not un-
derstand the reason behind being so rude and checking
on the type of hijab we are wearing. Isn't it just a cloth
that is supposed to cover hair? Why do we have to wear
a specific type of hijab, regardless of whether it is com-
fortable or not? They do not care that we spend hours
studying while feeling uncomfortable. I think this does
not align with the level of education. If a girl wears a type
of hijab that she is accustomed to, what is the problem
with that? Why are we forced to wear a type of veil that
is impractical and may cause distractions during study-
ing, in addition to forcing us to remove any accessories
we wear, even under our clothes?” she asked.

While the intent behind this rule is to promote disci-
pline and a sense of unity, it can also cause discomfort
and hinder students’ ability to concentrate. Adhering to
specific dress code requirements may prevent students

EU Special Representative (EUSR) for the Gulf re-
gion, Luigi Di Maio addresses the press.

Representative for the Gulf region in May 2023 sig-
nifies a commilment Lo foslering a more strategic EU
partnership with Gulf countries. His role includes
supporting the High Representative in implement-
ing foreign policy and security aspects of the EU’s
Strategic Partnership with the Gulf, contributing to
regional stability and security through dialogue and
long-term solutions. The EUSR will also work closely
with the Council and the European Commission to
ensure the coherence of the EU’s external actions in
the region while raising awareness of the EU’s role
in Gulf affairs.

and managing crises, such as the COVID-19 pandemic,
which demonstrated the urgent need to develop infor-
mation and communications technology and to acceler-
ate the transition to a digital society.

“We are still far from achieving comprehensive de-
velopment, especially in ICTs,” he said, noting that half
of the world’s population has no access to ICTs, espe-
cially in the least developed countries, which must be
integrated into the digital world to meet the goals of
sustainable development. He emphasized the close link
between ICT and energy.

“My country seizes this opportunity to renew its
commitment to developing energy requirements and
supplies in the next two decades,” he said. The Kuwaiti
diplomat added that Kuwait joined the International
Telecommunication Union in 1959 and is a member of
the ITU Board for the period 2023-2026, which shows
the country’s interest in creating a digital world by de-
veloping the ICT sector, building advanced digital infra-
structure, and establishing a digital society. — KUNA

child in particular, she said,
noting the establishment
of the family court and
enacting a special law for
safeguarding children’s
rights in 2015. Al-Menaifi
reaffirmed Kuwait’s resolve
to enhance child rights,
support efforts by states

and organizations to pro- B
tect children, namely their
rights and dignity, and es-
tablish “a world suitable for
the children.” — KUNA

Shahed Al-Menaifi

from expressing their individuality and feeling comfort-
able in their own skin. Zainab added: “Once, I was wear-
ing a light gold necklace and hiding it under my hijab. At
that moment, the inspector came and took out the gold
necklace from under my hijab. She took it away and
made me sign a warning slip. I don’t understand what
harm there is in that. I am a girl who wears a lightweight
gold necklace and hides it under the hijab, so what is the
problem with that?”

Poor infrastructure

Many schools in Kuwail suffer from poor infrastruc-
ture, including inadequate air conditioning systems,
unclean restrooms and sometimes missing tables and
chairs. “Ever since we came back to school this year, the
air conditioning is not working. The weather is unbear-
able — I can hardly focus with my teacher, especial-
ly after the breaks when we go out under the sun and
then come back to hot classrooms. When I try to fold
my sleeves and open my hijab to reduce the heat, I get
velled at from my teachers. It is so suffocating. I have
tried to speak to the supervisor more than once about
the air conditioning, but no solutions yet,” rued Awrad.

Kuwail’s harsh weather conditions can creale an ex-
tremely uncomfortable learning environment. The lack of
proper cooling systems can hinder students’ ability to
focus and contribute to feelings of fatigue, irritability and
decreased academic performance. On her part, Allaw-
ther complained about a lack of hygiene: “Unfortunately,
there is not enough attention given to cleanliness in the
schools in general, especially in the bathrooms. I cannot
2o Lo the bathroom because it is very dirty, in addition
to doors that do not close. It is very disgusling, and I do
not know why the situation is like this in schools. I avoid
cating or drinking water the whole time so that I do not
have Lo go to the bathroom,” she said.
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Amir congratulates Crown Prince

Kuwait marks 3rd anniversary of Sheikh Mishal’s nomination as Crown Prince

r"

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable to His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ah-
mad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on Saturday, congratulating
him on the third anniversary of taking up the Heir
Apparent position. In the cable, His Highness the
Amir lauded His Highness the Crown Prince for his
sincere efforts and devotion to the service of the
dear homeland, wishing him lasling wellbeing and
Kuwait security and prosperity.

In reply, His Highness the Crown Prince sent His
Highness the Amir a cable expressing deep grati-
tude to His Highness the Amir for the heartfelt and
sincere felicitations on the occasion. In the cable,
His Highness the Crown Prince highly commended
the country’s comprehensive development and pio-
neering achievements under His Highness the Amir’s
leadership, wishing him everlasting wellness and
success in achieving further progress and prosperi-
ty for the dear homeland and its people.

His Highness the Amir, three years ago, desig-
naled His Highness the Crown Prince o be the Heir
Apparent, his right hand for managing state affairs
and leading the march toward further development
and prosperity. His Highness Sheikh Mishal, on Oc-
tober 8, 2020, took the Constitutional Oath in front
ol His Highness the Amir following an extraordinary

Kuwait MPs, Albania
officials hold crucial
meeting in Tirana

KUWAIT: The delegation of Kuwait-Albania par-
liamentary friendship met on Friday with Besart Ka-
dia, deputy minister of Europe and foreign affairs for
economic diplomacy, in Tirana, the capital of Alba-
nia. During the meeling, head of the delegation MP
Mohammad Al-Mutairi expressed hope that Albania,
which is a non-permanent member of the UN Secu-
rity Council, would back Kuwail’s stance on the con-
vention on the regulation of marilime navigalion in
the Khor Abdullah signed between Kuwait and Iraq
in 2012. Iraq’s court has recently ruled that the con-
venlion is unconslitutional, although the country’s
parliament endorsed it.

The accord was then submitted to the UN. Ku-
wait always reiterates the respect for international
commitments and the principles of good neighborli-
ness, he said. He expressed hope that Albania would
support Kuwail’s nomination for UN Human Rights
Council membership from 2024-2026. Meanwhile,
Kadia called for backing Albania’s nominalion for
the same post in October, referring to the commer-
cial and investment opportunities of his country in all
domains, including tourism. The delegation includes
MPs Adel Al-Damghi, Osama Shahin, and Falah
Al-Hajri. Charge de ‘affairs al Kuwail’s Embassy Lo
Albania Ambassador Khaled Al-Shami and First
Secretary Adnan Al-Ghonaim attended the meeting.

Meanwhile, Kuwail-Albanian  Parliamenlary
Iriendship, headed by Mohammad Al-Mutairi, met
with the chairman and members of the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee of the Albanian Parliament in the Al-
banian capital, Tirana. During the meeting, both sides
assured the strength of bilateral relations, which have
lasted for 55 years, as each parliament will continue
to direct efforts for further cooperation in all ficlds.

The tourism cooperation was also discussed
during the meeting, which was chaired by Alba-
nian MP Blend Klosi, where he emphasized that the

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

National Assembly session during which the present
59 MPs unanimously declared allegiance to him as
the Heir Apparent.

Over the past decades, HH Sheikh Mishal has
held a series of senior positions, serving as Interi-
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His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

or Minister, chief of the National Guards, and ac-
companying Amir on external missions. HH Sheikh
Mishal, born in Kuwait in 1940, is the seventh
son of the late 10th Amir Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, who ruled the country between 1921

Kuwaiti MPs meet members of Albanian Parliament’s Foreign Affairs Committee.

opening of a direct flight line this summer between
Kuwait and Albania to attract tourists was success-
ful. He added that he is looking forward Lo next
year’s tourism season, hoping Parliamentarians will

seek to push for the cancellation of entry visas for
Albanians visiling Kuwail, similar Lo his counlry’s
decision in 2015 to exempt Kuwaiti citizens from
entry visas. —KUNA

Kuwaitis denounce Zionist attacks

KUWAIT: Kuwaitis against the normalization of ties with Zionist entity attend a gathering to express their solidarity with Palestinians in Kuwait City on October
7, 2023. Kuwait on Saturday expressed deep concern at the escalation in Gaza Strip and the occupied Palestinian territories that happened as a result of the
Zionist entity’s blatant violations and attacks on the brotherly Palestinian people. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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and 1950. He studied at Al-Mubarakiva School
and pursued higher studies at the British Hendon
Police College in 1960.

Fresh from studies in the United Kingdom,
Sheikh Mishal joined the interior ministry ranks,
where he climbed from a post to a higher one in
the department hierarchy, serving as the head of
general inspection from 1967 until 1980. It was
turned into the state security department during
his service. On April 13, 2014, he was named the
second chief of the National Guards with a minis-
ter’s degree and remained in this post until he was
proclaimed the Crown Prince. HH Sheikh Mishal
contributed to drafting the National Guards’ strat-
egy aimed at protecting the country, its legitimacy,
constitution and people.

Moreover, he earned an honorary chairman-
ship of the Kuwaiti Pilots Society in 1973 and was
co-founder of the Kuwaiti Wireless Communication
Society and its honorary chairperson. In 1977, he
was named by the late Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah as the head of Al-Nibt Poelry
Diwaniya. On December 4, 2018, the French Minis-
Ler of the Armed Forces, Florence Barely, decorated
him with the Legion of Honor Medal for his prime
role in eslablishing solid [riendly relations belween
Kuwait and France. — KUNA

Kuwait, Saudi info
ministers discuss
media cooperation

RIYADH: Kuwaiti Minister of Information and Minister
of Awqal and Islamic Affairs Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi
discussed on Friday with Saudi Information Minister
Salman Al-Dosari efforts to broaden bilateral media co-
operation. In a meeting held at the Saudi Press Agency
headquarters in Riyadh upon an invitation from Saudi
Minister Al-Dosari, the ministers mulled means to in-
crease bilaleral media cooperation in light of the global
media transformations and explored opportunities for
honing the skills of media cadres and exchanging ex-
pertise. They also touched upon several issues of com-
mon interest. Earlier, Minister Al-Mutairi toured the
Rivadh International Book Fair accompanied by Saudi
counterpart Al-Dosari.

GCC tourism meeting

In another development, the Minister of Information
took part in the seventh meeting of the GCC tourism
ministers, hosted by Oman. The ministry of informa-
tion said in a statement that the meeting, held at “Oman
Abr Alzaman Museuem” (Oman Across Ages Museum)
in the district of Minh, addressed issues for joint GCC
Llourism, namely resolutions that had been issued by
the GCC supreme council, the GCC tourism statistics
website, and the GCC tourism guidelines. The conferees
discussed the tasks of the joint leam assigned lo carry
out the GCC tourism strategy and the joint tourism vi-
sas. The meeling was held under the chairmanship of
the Omani minister of tourism, Salem Al-Mahrouki, with
the attendance of GCC countries’ tourism ministers and
the GCC chief, Jasem Al-Budaiwai. — KUNA

Kuwaiti Minister of Information and Minister of
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi
discussed with Saudi Information Minister Salman
Al-Dosari. — KUNA

Kuwait, UK medical
bodies agree to
exchange expertise

KUWAIT: Head of the Authority for Medical Respon-
sibility (AMR), Dr Salman Khalifa Abdullah Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, said that his agency conducted a joint co-
operation event with the UK General Medical Coun-
cil (GMC) lo exchange experlise and enhance joint
cooperation to establish local plans and mechanisms
based on the latest international standards. Speaking
to KUNA on Saturday, Dr Salman Al-Sabah said that
GMC commended AMR’s efforts, appreciating the
quality mechanisms and standards in the investigations
and technical reports it issues.

This commendation came in a report issued by
GMC’s websile in the context of the joint cooperation
event that was recently held in Manchester, UK, he
explained, noting that the report pointed to the great
balance between the mechanisms, standards, and meth-
odologies of AMR and GMC. The report concluded that
this balance demonstrates the compatibility of values
and dedication to achieving excellence in the field of
health care and reflects a common goal of both parties
to raise the standards of services provided.

The workshops focused on exchanging experienc-
es and dealing with complaints against health pro-
fessionals, especially in the fields of examining cases,
making decisions, and preparing technical reports, with
the participation of GMC’s experts, he pointed out. It
is worth mentioning that AMR is the organization re-
sponsible in Kuwail for expressing lechnical opinions
on all issues presented lo it through complaints, re-
ports, cases, and lawsuits connected to medical errors
and professional violations committed by professionals
or health facilities and imposing penalties through the
committees formed.

In 2020, AMR was established pursuant to Law No.
70 of 2020 regarding the practice of the medical profes-
sion and its auxiliary professions and the rights of pa-
tients and health facilities. As for GMC, it was founded
in 1858 and plays a decisive role in granting licenses to
doctors, organizing medical education, and investigating
complaints against medical professionals. — KUNA
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Kuwait sends 13th
aid plane to Libya

KUWAIT: The 13th Kuwait Air Force reliefl plane
took off on Saturday, heading to Libya to provide
assistance to those affected by Hurricane Daniel.
Speaking to KUNA in a statement, Yusuf Al-Meraj,
head of the emergency department at the Kuwait Red
Crescenl Sociely (IKRCS), said Kuwail continues ils
aid air bridge to help and support Libyan people
in order to mitigate the effects and consequences
ol the gale. The aid came in the implementation of
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah’s directives, he stressed.

The number of aircraft that took off from Abdullah
Al-Mubarak Air Base to Libya has risen so far to 13,
he said, noting that the planes carried relief supplies,
medical equipment, ambulances and shelter needs.
Al-Meraj reaffirmed Kuwait’s full solidarity with Lib-
va and its people in the face of floods, expressing ap-
preciation Lo the Kuwail Air Force for transporling
urgenl humanilarian aid Lo those in Libya.

KRCS coordinates with its Libyan counterpart,
he said, referring to cooperation between the Min-
istries of Defense and Foreign Affairs and the am-
bassadors of the two countries to evaluate Libya’s’
needs. He commended the stances of Kuwail, ils
leadership and its people to take immediate steps
to help those affected and lessen the effect of this
humanitarian crisis in Libya. — KUNA
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CBK, IBS honor ‘Cybersecurily
Leaders Program’ graduates

CBK, banks support education, training programs

KUWAIT: Under the patronage of the Governor of
the Central Bank of Kuwail (CBK) and the Chairman
of the Institute of Banking Studies (IBS), IBS honored
the graduales of the 3rd cohort of the “Cybersecuri-
Ly Leaders Program,” held from July 16 to Oclober 5,
2023. It is part of the strategic cooperation between
the SANS Academy (Cybersecurity Training Institute)
and the Bank of International Settlements (BIS). This
program is part of the “KKafa’a” initiative launched by
the CBK in cooperation with Kuwaiti banks to devel-
op and qualify national cadres through the manage-
ment of the Kuwail Institute of Banking Studies since
2018, the CBK said in a press release.

The CBK and the Institute have commended the
honorees for passing this significant program and
called on them to pursue further education and
qualification to keep abreast of international devel-
opments and Lo deliver the necessary skills for pre-
serving and protecling networks, systems, applica-
tions, and infrastructure.

Furthermore, the institute has stressed that CBK,
in collaboration with banks, shall continue to sup-
port education, training, and qualitative qualification
to provide competencies and distinguished cad-
res needed for the growth of the national econo-
my, whether through the institute’s programs or the
Kafa’a inilialive, according lo the release. The CBK
is constantly seeking through IBS Lo collaborate with

Defense minister calls
on navy to be vigilant

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Defense Sheikh Ahmad Fahad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
has affirmed the necessily of maximum vigilance and
readiness lo safeguard Kuwail's securily, including
its territorial waters. The minister made the affirma-
tion during an inspection visit to Mohammad Al-Ah-
mad naval base, where he urged the naval troops
to seek higher preparedness and expressed good
wishes to them in their service for the homeland
under the sagacious leadership of His Highness the
Amir, the Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces,
and His Highness the Crown Prince. Sheikh Ahmad
Al-Fahad, during the inspection, was briefed about
the missions accorded to the naval force, overhaul
programs and training courses. He also examined
some naval pieces, workshops and units. — KUNA
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the best international professional institutions to of-
fer training programs and aclivities, particularly the
Kafa’a initiative programs, in line with the highest
international standards, it added.

Within this framework, CBK has contracted with
SANS Cybersecurity Training Institute Academy, an
internationally leading and accrediled Llraining acad-
emy that offers professional certificates in the field
of cybersecurily, and cooperated with BIS‘s Cyber
Resilience Coordination Center, which is the most
well-established global financial institution actively
engaged in developing the global financial market by
taking advantage of CBK's membership to give spe-
cialized lectures and trainings on the topic of protect-
ing and securing the financial and banking systems.

The “Cybersecurity Leaders” program com-
prised practical and professional lraining and
specialized tests from SANS Institute Acade-
my lo oblain inlernational certificates (GIAC) in
cybersecurity and develop various skills in this
field, including acquiring knowledge on the fun-
damentals of protecting and securing networks,
systems, and applications, training on hacker
tools and techniques, and acquiring cyber inci-
dent management skills, it said.

Moreover, SANS offers insights on develop-
ments in the field of cybersecurity worldwide by
providing specialized workshops with several ex-

| | S

perts in cybersecurity who work in security com-
panies or relevant international institutions, it not-
ed. The program mainly included, throughout all
its stages, live exercises on protecling and secur-
ing networks, systems, financial and banking infra-
structure, and others (Cyber Range Exercises) and
CTF (Capture the Flag) competitions.

These training delivery models are the ideal
ways to train and acquire the necessary cyber skills
in work environments, according o the release. It is
worth noting that the participants in this program
work within various bodies, both inside and outside
the banking sector. Such participants are gradu-
ates and fresh cadres, with the active participation
of Kuwaili women representing approximately 25
percent of the total number of participants.

Thus, achieving CBK’s strategy to qualify na-
tional cadres specialized in cybersecurity and
empower women is a strategy that is not mere-
ly limited Lo the consolidation of the banking
sector but also the consolidation of all other
institutions and sectors in Kuwait. A number of
participants spoke aboul their experience in the
program and the knowledge they acquired and
expressed their gratitude and appreciation to
CBK, IBS, and their employers, who believed in
and invested in them. In conclusion, certificates
were distributed to all participants. — KUNA

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Ahmad Fahad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah during an inspection

visit to Mohammad Al-Ahmad naval base — KUNA

Kuwait showcases
anti-desertification
efforts at Expo

DOHA: Kuwait’s booth at the International Horticul-
tural Expo 2023 Doha Qatar sheds light on Kuwait’s
efforts Lo fight desertification and achieve suslainabil-
ity. The statement was made to KUNA on Saturday
by the head of Kuwail’s booth al the event, Abdul-
lah Al-Tamimi. He added that the booth showcases
plants that exist in Kuwait's environment. The booth
also teaches visitors about the stages of plant growth,
methods of recycling water used for plants in the
booth, and how to use it for beneficial purposes rath-
er than wasling it, he said. Doha’s expo kicked off last
Monday under the theme “Green Desert, Better Envi-
ronment”, and concludes on March 28, 2024.
Meanwhile, Kuwait’s national flower, Al-Arfaj,
was displayed at Doha Expo 2023, signaling sustain-
abilily, steadfastness and beauly. The drawing de-
picting the flower contains the letter K in reference
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to Kuwait in addition Lo the letters of the full word
Kuwait. The logo colors allude to Kuwait’s sands and
sea. The green signals the plants’ leaves; the yellow
is the color of the national flower, Al-Arfaj; and the
black and white refer to the wall of the Kuwaili pa-
vilion at the exhibition. — KUNA
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Irani activist wins peace Nobel

Narges Mohammadi honored for defending women’s rights in Iran

OSLO: The Nobel Peace Prize was awarded on Friday
to imprisoned activist Narges Mohammadi for her fight
against the oppression of women in Iran. Mohammadi’s
award comes after a wave of protests swept Iran follow-
ing the death in custody a year ago of a young Iranian
Kurd, Mahsa Amini, arrested for violating Iran’s strict
dress rules for women. A 51-year-old journalist and ac-
tivist, Mohammadi has spent much of the past two de-
cades in and out of jail for her campaign against the man-
datory hijab for women and the death penalty. Speaking
to AFP, the head of the Norwegian Nobel Committee
urged Iran to release Mohammadi, a call echoed by the
United Nations and US President Joe Biden. “I appeal
to Iran: Do something dignified and release the Nobel
laureate Narges Mohammadi,” committee chairwoman
Berit Reiss-Andersen said.

Biden hailed her “unshakable courage”, saying: “I
urge the government in Iran to immediately release her
and her fellow gender equality advocates from captivity.”
“This award is a recognition that ... the world still hears
the clarion voice of Narges Mohammadi calling for [ree-
dom and equality,” he added.

Tehran’s foreign ministry condemned the award as
“biased and political” noting that the Peace Prize had
been “awarded to a person who was convicted of repeat-
ed violations of laws and criminal acts.” Mohammadi and
three other women held with her at Tehran’s Evin prison
burned their hijabs to mark the anniversary of Amini’s
death on September 16. The protests had “accelerated
the process of realizing democracy, freedom and equality
in Iran”, a process that is now “irreversible”, she told AFP
last month in a letter written from her prison cell.

Crackdown

Mohammadi was honored “for her fight against the
oppression of women in Iran and her fight to promote
human rights and freedom for all,” Reiss-Andersen said.
“Her brave struggle has come with tremendous personal
costs. Altogether, the regime has arrested her 13 times,
convicted her five times and sentenced her to a total of
31 years in prison and 154 lashes,” she added. Incarcerat-

Magnitude 6.3
earthquake kills

15 in Afghanistan

HERAT: A magnitude 6.3 earthquake hit western Af-
ghanistan on Saturday killing 15 and injuring dozens
more, officials said, predicling the toll could rise alter
reports of landslides and victims trapped under col-
lapsed buildings. The United States Geological Sur-
vey said the epicenter was 40 kilometers (25 miles)
northwest of the region’s largest city Herat and was
followed by seven aftershocks with magnitudes be-
Lween 4.6 and 6.3.

Crowds of residents fled buildings in the city at
around 11:00 am (6:30 GMT) as the quakes began,
lasting just under three hours. “We were in our offices
and suddenly the building started shaking,” 45-year-
old Herat resident Bashir Ahmad told AFP. “Wall plas-
ters started to fall down and the walls got cracks, some
walls and parts of the building collapsed.” “I am not
able to contact my family, network connections are
disconnecled. I am loo worried and scared, il was hor-
rifying,” he said.

Men, women and children stood out in the wide
streets, away from tall buildings, in the moments after the
first quake and remained wary of returning to homes as

A handout photo provided by the Narges Mohammadi
Foundation on Oct 2, 2023 shows an undated, unlocated
photo of Iranian rights campaigner Narges Mohammadi.

ed this time since November 2021, Mohammadi has not
seen her children, who live in France with her husband,
for eight years. “I am very, very proud of my mother,
very happy”, said her 17-year-old son, Ali Rahmani, at
a Paris news conference also attended by his father and
twin sister. “The government is trying to break the pris-
oners in Iran,” he said. “This prize is an award for her
struggle in Iran.” Mohammadi’s husband, Taghi Rahma-
ni, said the prize was also “an award for all the men and
the women who fight for Woman, Life, reedom” — a
reference to a rallying cry prominent during protests
in Iran over Amini’s death. “Their voices will never be
silenced,” he added. The Nobel award “will give them
even more strength to express themselves.”
Mohammadi is the vice-president of the Defenders of
Human Rights Centre founded by Iranian human rights
lawyer Shirin Ebadi, who herself won the Peace Prize in
2003. Iran is ranked 143rd out of 146 countries on the
World Economic Forum’s gender equality ranking. Au-
thorities cracked down harshly on last year’s “Woman,
Life, Freedom” uprising — the words Reiss-Andersen

aftershocks continued. “The situation was very horrible,
I have never experienced such a thing,” said 21-year-
old student Idrees Arsala, the last to safely evacuale his
classroom as the quakes began. In a video statement,
National Disaster Management Authorily spokesman
Mullah Jan Sayeq said “around 40” had been injured
in tremors felt across three provinces, in addition to 15
killed. “These are the preliminary numbers. There is the
possibility the numbers could increase,” he said. Earli-
er in the day he told AFP there had been landslides in
nearby rural and mountainous areas. Public health di-
rector of Herat province Mohammad Taleb Shahid put
the fatality figure slightly lower at 14, with 78 injured,
but agreed the tally would likely rise. “We have informa-
Llion that people are buried under rubble,” he told AFP.

Hundreds of fatalities were possible, according to
a USGS preliminary report. “Significant casualties are
likely and the disaster is potentially widespread. Past
events with this alert level have required a regional or
national level response,” it said. The USGS had carli-
er reported the first quake’s magnilude as 6.2. It had a
shallow depth of just 14 kilomelers, it said.

Heral —120 kilometers easl of the border with Iran
— is considered the cultural capital of Afghanistan. It
is the capital of Herat province which is home to an
estimated population of 1.9 million, according to 2019

World Bank data. Afghanistan is frequently hit by earth-
quakes, especially in the Hindu Kush mountain range,
which lies near the junction of the Eurasian and Indian
tectonic plates. — AFP

PARIS: Iranian journalist Taghi Rahmam (rlght), husband of Iranian rights campaigner and 2023 Nobel
Peace Prize laureate Narges Mohammadi, speaks, flanked by their son Ali (center), and Reporters Without
Borders Secretary-General Christophe Deloire (left), during a press conference on Oct 6, 2023. — AFP

used to begin Friday’s announcement, in English and Far-
si: “Zan, Zendegi, Azadi”.

A total of 551 protesters, including 68 children and
49 women, were killed by security forces, according to
Iran Human Rights, and thousands of others were arrest-
ed. “This award is a slap in the face of (Iranian supreme
leader) Ali Khamenei’s regime, which has declared war
on its own people,” Masih Alinejad, another Iranian hijab
opponent, said on Friday.

The uprising, one of the biggest challenges to the re-
gime’s power since the 1979 revolution, has continued,
albeit in other forms. In what would have been unthink-

Trump denies
sharing US nuclear
submarine secrets

WASHINGTON: Former president Donald Trump on Fri-
day denied reports in US media that he had shared US nu-
clear submarine secrels with an Australian businessman in
ameeling al his Florida mansion shortly after leaving office.
The New York Times, ciling unnamed sources, identified
the entrepreneur as billionaire Anthony Pratt, who heads
one of the world’s largest packaging companies.

ABC News, which first revealed the story, said Prall
later shared sensilive details about the US submarines
with “scores of others, including more than a dozen for-
eign officials, several of his own employees, and a handful
of journalists.” Sources told the Times that Trump’s dis-
closures “potentially endangered the US nuclear fleet.”

But Trump dismissed the reports as “false and ri-
diculous” in a post on his social media platform Truth
Social and claimed baselessly that they had been in-
vented by prosecutors trying to damage his chances
of returning to the White House. Federal prosecutors
already investigating Trump for holding classified ma-
Lerial al Mar-a-Lago after he left office, interviewed
Prall twice about the incident, the reports said. Pratl

able a year ago, women now go out in public without
the headscarf, in particular in Tehran and other big cit-
ies, despile the risks. A 16-year-old girl is currently in
a coma after being attacked on Sunday by female po-
lice officers tasked with enforcing the mandatory hijab
among other things, according to the Kurdish-focused
rights group Hengaw. Authorities have stepped up con-
trols, including using surveillance cameras, and have
arrested aclresses who post piclures of themselves
on social media without the hijab. In September, Iran’s
conservative-dominated parliament announced heavier
penalties for women who refuse to wear it. —AFP

WAPAKONETA: Donald Trump (center) speaks as
Australian businessman Anthony Pratt (left) and
Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison look on
during a visit to Pratt Industries plant opening in
Ohio on Sept 22, 2019. — AFP

may now be called by prosecutors to testify against
Trump in his classified documents trial, which is due
to start next May in Florida.

Pratt met Trump at his Palm Beach club in April 2021,
and told the ex-president he thought Australia should
slart buying its submarines from the United States, ABC
reported. In response, Trump allegedly told the busi-
nessman the exact number of nuclear warheads US sub-
marines routinely carry, and precisely how close they
can get to Russian submarines without being detected,
the news outlet said. — AFP

Sultan celebrates
42 years of service
in Kuwait, region

KUWAIT: The Sultan Center Food Products Compa-
ny, the owner and operator of the supermarket chain
“Sultan”, marks a significant milestone this month with
the celebration of its 42nd anniversary. Established by
the visionary lale businessman, Jamil Sultan Bin Essa,
Sultan transcends the identity of a mere supermarket
chain; it stands as a cornerstone of Kuwait's modern
retail landscape. Four decades have passed since the
Sultan greeted its first shopper at its Shuwaikh branch.
Today, Sultan is a shopping destination for a broad
spectrum of society, thanks to its commitment to con-

THROUGH
GENERATIONS

- Sultan was founded in 1981 by the late Businessman and entrepreneur Jamil Sultan Bin Essa.
- Sultan operates over 70 stores across the Middle East, including 47 in Kuwait.

- Sultan offers a wide range of high-quality products, along with exclusive offers and rewards.
- Sultan is a cross-generational brand loved by the whole household.

linuous improvement, ils extensive range of quality
products and its seamless shopping experience.

To commemorale the anniversary, Sultan an-
nounced today special rewards and exclusive of-
fers as a tribute to the enduring loyalty and trust
of its customers. Throughout October, all Kanzee
members stand a chance to clinch rewarding priz-
es. The grand prize is $42,000, accompanied by
42 coveled iPhone 15s, and 42 Sultan gift cards,
cach loaded with KD 100 in purchasing credit. Ev-
ery Kanzee member making a purchase of KD 15
or more between the Ist and 31st of October will

be automatically entered into the enticing draw.
Sultan Center Food Products CEO Ms. Khadija
Oubala said: “As we celebrate our 42 years anniver-
sary in the Kuwaiti market, we take immense pride
in our pioneering role in Kuwail's retail sector and
the broader region. Our journey wouldn’t have been
possible without the support and trust of our loyal
customers. Today’s celebration is a heartfelt ges-
ture of gratitude to our dedicated customers who
have made Sultan their preferred choice for gener-
ations. We deeply appreciate our customers’ trust,
and we remain committed to delivering the finest

local and international goods that meet and exceed
our customers’ expectations. Our ongoing com-
mitment includes growth, development, diversity
and ensuring access Lo [resh food and high-quality
household products, always.”

Sultan embarked on its journey in 1981 with the
opening of its first branch in the Shuwaikh area.
Today, Sultan is the largest independent retailer
on the Kuwait Stock Exchange. It owns and op-
erates a network of over 70 stores in the Middle
East. This includes 12 branches in Jordan, three
branches in Bahrain and eight branches in Oman. In
Kuwait alone, the company operates 47 branches,
spanning from Jahra to Nwaiseeb, through three
distinct store formats. These include 7 flagship
stores, which cater to daily needs in every neigh-
borhood, 11 Sultan Market stores and 29 Sultan
Express stores, which offer quick and convenient
shopping options.
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Poland, Hungary clash with
EU over migration reform

EU ‘legally raped’ Hungary by moving ahead with new measures: Orban

GRANADA: A row over planned chang-
es to Europe’s migration rules overshad-
owed an EU summit Friday, although
supporters of the reform vowed oppo-
sition from Poland and Hungary would
not derail it. The Polish and Hungarian
leaders did prevent the leaders from
including migration in a joint statement
of the summil’s conclusions, causing the
meeting to end on a sour note.

That forced European Council president
Charles Michel to issue a separate state-
ment in his name about asylum policy and
border protection, and the French and Ger-
man leaders said the legislative process on
the issue would continue as planned. Spain’s
Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez, who hosted
the summit in Granada, dismissed concerns
about the clash. “The most important thing
is what our interior ministers achieved a
few weeks ago with the agreement on cri-
sis regulation, because that is what is really
relevant in political terms,” he said.

Bul the gathering did hand Polish Prime
Minister Mateusz Morawiecki, who is fac-
ing a general election this weekend, and
Hungary’s Viktor Orban a stage on which to
brandish populist credentials for their do-
mestic audiences. Morawiecki boasted that

Bedbugs force
closure of 7
French schools

PARIS: France has been forced to shut sev-
en schools over growing concerns over an
infestation of bedbugs, Education Minister
Gabriel Altal said Friday. “Bedbugs were
detected at various levels in ... I believe 17
institutions, and currently as I speak to you,
seven institutions are closed for this reason,”
Altal told France 5 television.

The French government has held a
series of meelings this week lo exam-
ine surging numbers of reported bedbug
cases al a lime when France is hostling the
Rugby World Cup and preparing to host

his “velo” on a joint stalement on migration
“meant that this process will not proceed ...
and Poland has a chance to stop it”. He said
the “illegal migration ... disecase has been
plaguing Europe for years.”

Earlier, Orban claimed Hungary had
been “legally raped” by the EU moving
ahead with legislalion on reformed migra-
tion policies on the basis that a weighted
majorily of countries back it. Poland and
Hungary are demanding a right to veto the
measures, which are aimed al sharing oul
responsibilities for arriving asylum seekers
across all bloc countries.

France’s President Emmanuel Macron
said although their opposition blocked any
mention of migration in the final declaration,
it would have no effect on the proposed
bill, which was approved in outline form by
member slales on Wednesday. “The text
has caused disagreements between sever-
al member states,” Macron acknowledged.
But he dismissed the lack of a joint slate-
ment on it as “a secondary issue because
the matter is moving forward as it should
after being passed by majority”.

‘Current approach not working’
Migration surged to the top of Brussels’

the Paris 2024 Olympics.

Earlier Friday, the Education Ministry
said in statement to AFP that five schools
with a total of 1,500 students had been
closed. Earlier this week, authorities an-
nounced two schools — one in Marseille
and the other in Villefranche-sur-Saone
outside Lyon in southeastern France
had been shut down for cleaning.

“We have almost 60,000 institutions
and we're only lalking about a few doz-
en here, but il’s true that cases are piling
up,” Attal said. “An immediate response
is needed, so that we can have institu-
tions treated within 24 hours.” He said a
list of “approved and recognized” com-
panies had been prepared in collabora-
tion with the Ministry ol Health and re-
gional health agencies “so thal the heads
of schools can have the contacls and
have them intervene very quickly.”

agenda alter thousands of asylum seekers
landed on the Italian island of Lampedusa
in recent months, highlighting the urgency
of a unified European response. On Thurs-
day, leaders from across the continent met
in the same Granada venue in a broader,
continental format, as the European Polit-
ical Community (EPC), to develop common
geopolitical strategy.

But Spain, which hosted both meetings,
failed to put migration on that summil’s
agenda, [rustraling several members, nota-
bly Italy and Britain which convened a side
meeting on the issue. During those sideline
Lalks, Italian Prime Minister Georgia Mel-
oni and Britain’s Rishi Sunak, backed by
France and the Netherlands, pushed for
more work with third countries to prevent
boals carrying asylum seekers [rom even
setting off for Europe.

In an op-ed published on Friday in Brit-
ain’s Times newspaper and Italy’s Corrierre
della Sera, the pair said European nations
recognized “the current approach is not
working”. Insisting their approach was “al-
ready delivering results,” they urged other
leaders to “act with the same sense of ur-
gency” againsl people-smuggling gangs to
slow irregular immigration.

A municipal library in the north-
ern city of Amiens is due to reopen on
Saturday after being closed for several
days after bedbugs were detected in
public reading spaces, the city’s may-
or Brigitte Foure told AFP. A sniffer dog
found no trace of the pests alter the li-
brary was treated, she said.

One-tenth of all French households are
believed to have had a bedbug problem
over the past few years, usually requir-
ing a pesl control operation cosling sev-
eral hundred euros which often needs to
be repealed. The blood-sucking insects
have been spolled in the Paris metro,
high-speed trains and al Paris’s Charles
De Gaulle Airport. But the individual cases
have nol been confirmed by the authori-
ties and RMCTV reported that a probe by
Paris transport operator RATP had found
no bedbugs on its services. — AFP

GRANADA: Germany’s Chancellor Olaf Scholz (Front) and Hungary’s Prime
Minister Viktor Orban arrive for a family photo after a plenary session during
the European Council Informal Meeting on Oct 6, 2023. — AFP

Wednesday’s EU vote on migration
reform saw member states approving
a final component of an overhaul of the
rules on handling asylum seckers and
irregular migrants, setting up a push
for the European Parliament to make
it law before elections next June. The

150 cats found
left for dead in
UAE desert

DUBAI: Some 150 cats have been found
left for dead in the desert in the United Arab
Emirates, the animal rights group PETA said
on Friday. Activists in the oil-rich Gulf state
said dozens of the cats had died, while some
were rescued alive.

PETA called on the UAE to act in the
face of this “act of cruelty”. “PETA Asia is
offering a $5,000 reward for information
leading to the arrest and conviction of who-
ever dumped these cats in the desert to die
horribly of thirst, starvation, and from the
unrelenting heat,” Jason Baker, the group’s
senior vice president, told AFP. Emirati au-

EU’s new Pact on Migration and Asy-
lum will seek to relieve pressure on
so-called frontline countries like Italy
and Greece by relocating some arriv-
als to other EU states. Those opposed
to hosting asylum seekers would be
required to pay those that do.— AFP

thorities announced on Thursday that they
had opened an “investigation into the incident
of abandoned cats” in the Abu Dhabi desert.
However, they did not specify when these cats
were left or how many of them were involved.
All “administrative and legal measures” would
be used against the perpetrators of this “inhu-
mane” act, the authorities said.

Photos and videos showing cats buried
in sand or barely able lo stand have been
shared on social media. AFP was unable to
immediately verify their authenticity. “This
act of cruelty must not be swept under the
rug like so many others,” said Baker, ac-
cusing the UAE of “lagging behind other
countries” in animal protection, despite the
adoption of a new law in 2007. The solu-
tion to the problem of stray animals “cri-
sis is spaying and neutering and adopting
from overworked and understaffed shelters,
which PETA Asia has been asking the UAE
to require for years”, he said. — AFP
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“The enemy will pay an unprecedented price,” the Zi-
onist premier vowed after Hamas launched its first such
combined air, sea and ground offensive, half a century af-
ter the outbreak of the 1973 Arab- Zionist war.

Hamas has released images of several Zionists taken
captive, and Zionist army spokesman Daniel Hagari con-
firmed that “there are kidnapped soldiers and civilians. I
can't give figures about them at the moment.” The Islamist
group started the attack around 6:30 am (0330 GMT)
with thousands of rockets aimed as far as Tel Aviv and Je-
rusalem, some bypassing the Iron Dome defense system
and hitting buildings.

Hamas fighters — travelling in vehicles, boats and even
using molorized paragliders — breached Gaza’s securi-
ty barrier and attacked nearby Zionist towns and military
posts, opening fire on residents and passersby. Bodies
were seen lying on the streets of the town of Sderot near
Gaza. “Send help, please!” one Zionist woman sheltering
with her two-year-old child pleaded as militants outside
opened fire at her house and tried to break into their safe
room, Zionist media reported. AFP journalists witnessed
armed Palestinians gathered around a burning Zionist tank
and others driving a seized Zionist Humvee military vehicle
back into Gaza.

An AFP journalist in Gaza saw smoke billowing from
the remains of a residential tower following Zionist strikes,
which Gaza’s interior ministry said contained 100 apart-
ments and was completely destroyed. The aid group Doc-
tors without Borders said one strike had hit the enclave’s
Indonesian hospital and an ambulance outside Nasser
Hospital in southern Gaza, causing multiple deaths. The
escalation follows months of rising violence, mostly in the
occupied West Bank, and tensions around Gaza’s border
and al conlested holy siles in Jerusalem.

Air raid sirens wailed across southern and central Zion-
ist entity, as well as in Jerusalem, where multiple incoming
rockets were intercepted by air defense systems. In Tel
Aviv, an AFP photographer saw a gaping hole in a build-
ing, with residents boarding a bus to seek safety in a hotel.
Rockelimpacts left cars burning beneath residential build-
ings in the Zionist city of Ashkelon, north of Gaza.

Among the dead was the president of a regional council
for Zionist communities northeast of Gaza, who the coun-
cil said was killed in a gun battle with attackers. Schools
will remain closed on Sunday, the start of the week in the

Kuwaitis rally
in support of ...

Continued from Page 1
Therelore, the first message from the Kuwaili
people to our brothers in Palestine is that we pray
that Allah grants you victory, and with Allah’s per-
mission, victory will be achieved. Our message to our
brothers is that we support them financially, morally
and politically, and we pray for them. Greetings to
the ministry of foreign affairs, which issued a state-
ment inviting us to take pride in Kuwait and its peo-
ple and government for standing with the Palestinian
cause,” MP Hamad Al-Matar said.
“Today, it has been proven conclusively that
there is no alternative but to liberate the entire Pal-

A ball of fire and smoke rises above a building in Gaza
City on Oct 7, 2023 during a Zionist air strike. — AFP

Zionist entity. The conflict sparked major disruption at Tel
Aviv airport, with American Airlines, Emirates and Ryanair
among carriers with cancelled flights.

In northern Gaza on Saturday, hundreds of people fled
their homes, carrying food and blankets, an AFP corre-
spondent said. At Gaza City’s Al-Shifa hospital an AFP
journalist saw eight bodies in the morgue, while another
reporter wilnessed the funeral of a ninth person killed in
Khan Yunis in southern Gaza. In the West Bank, two Pal-
estinians were killed, in Ramallah and Jericho, and around
50 wounded in clashes with Zionist forces and settlers, the
Palestinian health ministry and Red Crescent Society said.

In Zionist-annexed east Jerusalem, some Palestinian
residents cheered and blew their car horns as sirens blared.
Western capitals condemned the attacks by Hamas, which
the European Union, United States and the Zionist entity
consider a terrorist group. UN Security Council chair Bra-
zil said it would call an emergency meeting.

But Hamas drew support from other foes of the Zi-
onist entlity, with Iran’s supreme leader declaring he was
“proud” of the Hamas action. Lebanese militant group
Hezbollah, which fought a war against Zionist entity in
20086, hailed the “heroic operation”.

US President Joe Biden was briefed on the “appall-
ing Hamas terrorist attacks”, said the White House,
stressing thal Washinglon would ensure the Zionist
entity has the means to defend itself. European Com-
mission President Ursula von der Leven called the at-
tack “terrorism in its most despicable form”. UN Mid-
dle East peace envoy Tor Wennesland said the assault
had led to “a dangerous precipice” and called for all
sides to “pull back from the brink”. — Agencies

estinian national territory. Today, it has been prov-
en that the Palestinian weapons and resistance are
united in confronting the enemy. It has been proven
that corrupt, subservient and despolic systems are
complicit. It has been proven that popular solidari-
ty in struggle is the only option for the Arab nation
in confronting humiliation, occupation and aggres-
sion,” said Ahmed Al-Deen, Secrelary General of the
Kuwaiti Progressive Movemenlt.

“They wanl Lo destroy any idea of resistance and
want to establish that there is no other way except
normalization, which means humiliation and degra-
dation for the nation. Unfortunately, today they want
the oppressed not to scream out against their op-
pressors. But they will fail in that, as we will uphold
dignity and principles and will not normalize with
this horde,” Mohammed Al-Dosari, a representative
of the Popular Action Movement, said.
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Nazi past shakes Dutch royals

Royal popularity drops to 38 %, less than half what it was in 2020

THE HAGUE: Revelations that
the Dutch king’s grandfather was
a card-carrying member of Adolf
Hitler's Nazi party have stunned
the Netherlands and its royal fam-
ily, whose popularity was already
in free-fall. Prince Bernhard, hus-
band of the former queen Juliana,
had insisted until his death in 2004
that he had never signed up to the
Nazi party. “I can swear with my
hand on the Bible: I have never
been a Nazi,” Bernhard told daily
De Volkskrant in an inlerview just
before his death aged 93. He added
he had “never paid a subscription
fee and never had a membership
card”. But the card, dated 1933 and
confirmed to AFP to be genuine
by the roval housechold, shattered
these claims. Historian Flip Maar-
schalkerweerd, former head of the
royal archives, unearthed the mem-
bership card in the prince’s per-
sonal files stored at his sumptuous
Soestdijk Palace residence. Born in
1911 in Jena, Bernhard von Biester-
feld was living in Berlin at the time
he signed up to the Nazi party. He
married crown princess Juliana in
1937 after meeting her at the Ber-
lin Olympic Games a year earlier
and introduced her to the good life
with fast cars, luxury holidays and
designer clothes.

During the war, he headed
the Dutch resistance from Lon-
don, where the government and
his mother-in-law, Queen Wil-
helmina, resided in exile. After
Juliana became queen in 1948, he

was made inspeclor general of

the armed forces and conducted
official and unofficial economic
missions for the government. In-
ternationally, he was best known
as founder of the World Wildlife
Fund (WWF) in 1961. He was ils
president until 1977.

Two weeks after his death
came revelations that he had fa-
thered two illegitimate daughters
and had a string of affairs, in the
bombshell interview in De Volk-
skrant, where his part in a 1970s
corruption scandal also came to
light. “I was surprised that Prince
Bernhard kept the document and
that it is still in the archives of the
royal family,” Rick Evers, a Dutch
royal specialist, told AFP.

He said that the emergence of
the card would not have happened
without the consent of the current
King Willem-Alexander. “These
are private archives, not national
ones. He decides what to do with
them.” The counlry’s main Jewish
group, CIDI, and a parliamentary
party have demanded an enqui-
ry into Bernhard’s Nazi past but
Prime Minister Mark Rutte has so
far rejected the appeals.

The CIDI said the revelations
“add another black page to a
painful part of the recent history
of the Netherlands”. For his part,
Willem-Alexander told report-
ers: “l imagine that the news has a
major impact and that it prompts
a lot of emotion, especially in the
Jewish community.”

THE HAGU

‘“Too little openness’

For Jolijn Oliemans, a 41-year-
old personal trainer passing by
the splendid Noordeinde Palace,
where Willem-Alexander has his
office, the news came as a sort of
belrayal. “IL is also that he has al-
ways denied it, which is difficult
for many people and that there has
been too little openness about it,”
she told AFP.

There were some calls on
Dutch social media to abolish the
royal family in the wake of the
revelations and polls show their
popularity is waning. According
to a September Ipsos survey,
only 38 percent of the Dutch said
they still had “real confidence”
in the king. This was down from
nearly 80 percent in 2020. More
than a quarter of those surveyed

wl

Maxima
attend the presentation of the annual prizes of the Orange Fund on
Oct 4, 2023. — AFP photos

called for the Netherlands to be-
come a republic.

Several dozen protesters
booed the royal family during the
traditional Prince’s Day celebra-
tions in The Hague last month.
The family is still recovering from
gaffes during COVID. In October
2020, the king and queen flew to
Greece for a holiday, as the coun-
try declared a partial COVID
lockdown. The couple returned a
day later, following an outcry in
the Netherlands after news of the
trip became public. Two months
carlier, the king faced accusa-
tions that he was out of touch
with the COVID struggles of the
ordinary Dutch, when he was
pictured on a Greek island with-
oul a facemask and not keeping
social distancing. — AFP
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This handout photograph released by the Royal Collections of The Hague on Oct 5,
2023, shows a scan of Prince Bernhard of the Netherlands’ original NSDAP party
membership card, from his private archives.
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(KUWAIT FUND FOR ARAB ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT)

The Ministry of Works would like to announce the following tender:

INITIAL TENDER TENDER BOX
TENDER TITLE TENDER NO. BOND (BD) DOCUMENT CLOSING DATE /
FEE (BD) TIME
WIDENING OF BUDAIYA Sunday,
HIGHWAY (AMAS ACCESS Asmmiiin e 100/- 10 Dec 2023,
IMPROVEMENT — PACKAGE 3) Non-Refundable | 4.3 py

UN, Red Cross
want bans, curbs
on killer robots

GENEVA: The United Nations and the Red
Cross this week issued a joint call for urgent new
international rules Lo prolect humanity {rom the
potential “terrible consequences” of autono-
mous weapons. UN secretary general Antonio
Gulerres and Mirjana Spoljaric, president of the
International Committee of the Red Cross, on
Thursday said getting to grips with so-called
killer robots was a global “humanitarian priority”.

They called on states to establish specific bans
and restrictions on autonomous weapon systems
by 2026, “to shield present and future genera-
tions from the consequences of their use”.
Autonomous weapon systems — generally
understood as weapon systems that select tar-
gels and apply force without human interven-
tion — “pose serious humanitarian, legal, ethical
and securily concerns”, they said. Guterres and
Spoljaric said their development and prolifera-
tion had the potential to change the way wars
are fought and thereby fuel global instability.
“By crealing a perceplion of reduced risk to
military forces and to civilians, they may lower
the threshold for engaging in conflicts — inad-
vertently escalating violence,” they explained.
“We must act now to preserve human control

over the use of force. Human control must be
retained in life and death decisions. The au-
tonomous targeting of humans by machines is
a moral line that we must not cross. “Machines
with the power and discretion to take lives with-
out human involvement should be prohibited by
international law.”

The UN and ICRC chiefs said their concerns
had been heightened by the increasing avail-
ability and sophistication of new technologies
such as Artificial Intelligence, which could be
integrated into autonomous weapons. The pair
called for a ban on autonomous weapon sys-
tems which function in an unpredictable way
— for example weapons controlled by ma-
chine-learning algorithms — calling them “an
unacceptably dangerous proposition”. — AFP

 Tenders are invited from Contractors mentioned as follows:

1. Kuwaiti Contractor Registered Under Class A for Roads Works for Contractor Classification in the State of
Kuwait.

2. Kuwaiti Contractor Registered Under Class A for Roads Works for Contractor Classification in the State of
Kuwait JV Bahraini Contractors Registered Under Category AA for Road Works as per Ministry of Works, in
the Kingdom of Bahrain.

3.  Kuwaiti Contractor Registered Under Class A for Roads Works for Contractor Classification in the State of
Kuwait JV Foreign Company.

4. Bahraini Contractors Registered Under Category AA for Road Works as per Ministry of Works in the
Kingdom of Bahrain.

5. Bahraini Contractors Registered Under Category AA for Road Works as per Ministry of Works in the
Kingdom of Bahrain JV Foreign Company.

¢ Tenderers who are willing to participate in this tender shall download the tender documents online from the Bahrain
Tender Board E-Tendering System through the above-mentioned website starting on Sunday, 08th October 2023. For
further information, please contact Tel. 17545184.

 Interested Tenderers should comply with the Legislative Decree No. 36 and 37 of 2002 with respect to Regulating
Government Tenders and Purchases and also according to the provision of the Law Regulations of The Kuwait Fund for
Arab Economic Development.

* The scope of works includes the construction of about 6.5km of 3 lane dual carriageways of Budaiya Highway (from Al
Qadam Roundabout to Janabiya Highway), 4 new traffic signals to replace existing roundabouts, modifications to existing
traffic signal at Janabiya Highway,  block paved service roads on both sides in commercial areas, Storm drainage
network including a lift station, block paved foot paths, street lighting and diversion / protection of existing utilities. The
project also includes the construction of footbridges on Budaiya and etc as mentioned in tender documents.

» Tenderers shall submit their bids electronically as per the Tender Board E-Tendering Supplier Guideline on or before the
above-mentioned date

* Tenders shall be submitted in Two (2) separate file envelopes i.e. Technical Response (File Envelope A) & Financial
Response (File Envelope B). The Technical Response shall not contain any financial information related to the Tender.

« Tenderers are to supply copies of the following:

1. Tenderers shall deliver the Original Bid Bond (hard copy) to the office of the Tender Board, located at Arcapita
Building 551, Ground Floor, Road 4612, Block 346, Bahrain Bay, Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain before the closing
date, and shall upload a copy of the same along with the bid in the system.

2.0r as alternative on Bid Bond Submission, tenderers shall submit vide Direct Transfer as mentioned in Tender
Documents

3.Any other items listed in the Instructions to Tenderers.

4.All submitted documents should be marked with company stamp.

« Tenders shall remain valid for 180 days from the closing date and Initial Bond should be enclosed for the above mentioned
value in the form of certified cheque, bank/insurance company guarantee or Direct Bank Transfer, valid for the
duration specified in the tender documents.

¢ Tenders not complying with the above conditions and requirements as well as terms and conditions mentioned in the
tender documents will be rejected.

¢ This advertisement should form part of the Tender Documents.
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TORONTO: Canada-Kuwait Business Summit
was held in Toronto on Oct 4, 2023 in the presence
of Ontario’s Minister of Economic Development,
Job Creation and Trade Vic Fedeli, Kuwait Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry Board Member
Dherar Al-Ghanem, Kuwaiti Ambassador to Can-
ada Reem Al-Khaled, Canadian Ambassador to
Kuwail Aliya Mawani and Deputy Chairperson of
Arab Canadian Business Council Ruba Al-Sayegh,
in addition to nearly 100 individuals from the Ca-
nadian business sector.

Ghanem was pleased with the meeting to discuss
means of strengthening and developing investment
and commercial relations between Kuwait and Can-
ada through the participation of entities within the
Kuwaili trade mission that includes representatives
of specialized companies in insurance, banking, in-
vestment, industry, oil, gas and renewable energy,
in addition to representatives from the health min-
istry, Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion Authority
(KDIPA), social security and National Fund for Sup-
porting and Developing Small and Medium Projects.

Ghanem mentioned the Kuwaiti private sector’s
awareness of the important role Toronto plays, par-

Developing Kuwait’s
industrial scene part
of state’s vision

KUWAIT: Kuwait, through its development vision,
had sel a course lowards cultivaling lalenls and
developing the industrial sector in the country. The
various challenges that the world went through made
Kuwaitis realize that expanding non-oil income was
a necessity to seek progress and bolster the econ-
omy. The Kuwaili industrial sector, throughout the
years, has achieved strategic security for the coun-
try, covering the national need for a variety of prod-
ucts, including food and medical commodities.

Speaking to KUNA on the issue, acling director
general of the Public Authority for Industry (PAI),
Mohammad Al-Adwani, said that the authority took
heed of the government’s vision to diversify income
in the non-oil sector, revealing that the authority
had future plans to implement technical decisions to
bring Kuwaiti products up to standard in terms of
energy consumption and efficacy.

He stressed that it was important to eslablish laws
and legislation to create an independent entity for
specification and standards to ensure the best qual-
ity of products and support national production.
Al-Adwani revealed that the PAI had taken a strong
stride Lowards eslablishing such an enlily in a similar
fashion Lo other countries in the region.

On his part, the head of specification and stan-
dards al PAI Falah Al-Hajral said thal the authority
was keen on encouraging local industries Lo creale
products of exceptional standards. Such encourage-

|
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¢ Al-Ghanem: Summit explored means to strengthen bilateral trade,

business relations

e Kuwait’s total foreign direct investment in Canada reached $1.7bn

in 2022

ticularly in the economic aspect, as Toronto bourse
is one of the best markets in the world. It also has a
diversified economy and allraclive investmenl envi-
ronment, adding the Kuwait business sector is keen
on discovering new opportunities in Toronto as it is
the commercial galeway belween North America
and the rest of the world, especially since it is ad-
vanced in the field of e-commerce and the knowl-
edge economy, which attract capital and encourage
innovalors Lo enter the world of business in Toronto.

Ghanem said the program aims at opening new
horizons to deepen relations in vital sectors and at-
tract experiences and the vast Canadian knowledge
in the fields of industry, services, financing and in-
dustrial technology, especially since Kuwait is con-

Huda Al-Bagshi

Falah Al-Hajraf

ment would boost the national economy and com-
merce, he affirmed, adding that this procedure would
close the commercial gap between Kuwait and the
global market. He added that PAI conducted regular
national inspections of factories to ensure that they
were following national guidelines for products and
safety measures.

Meanwhile, the General Manager of the Kuwail
Industries Union (KIU), Huda Al-Bagshi, said that
the industrial seclor was very vilal for all countries,
noting that the COVID-19 pandemic had reflected
the necessity of such a sector in diversifying income
and developing the economic scene. She affirmed
that the Kuwaiti industrial sector had promising po-
Lential, adding thal the seclor had achieved its goals
in organizing the flow of necessities and products in
the local market.

She revealed that the KIU had launched an ini-
tiative during the COVID-19 pandemic by estab-
lishing warchouses and administrative facilities for

sidered a major investor and business partner of Ca-
nadian economy, as lolal direct foreign investment in
Canada reached US$1.7 billion in 2022 and was on
the top of the list of the top 10 in Asia. In addition,
trade reached US$600 million in 2022 with the pos-
sibility of it growing.

Fedeli welcomed the Kuwait trade mission and
expressed pleasure for having the meeting in the dis-
tinguished presence of both Kuwaili and Canadian
sides, which reflects mutual interest and gives indi-
calions on the possibility of opening new horizons
for commercial and investment cooperation. He said
this is a suitable opportunity due to the legislative
developments that were made recently with regards
to reducing taxes Lo attract more business.

Mohammad Al-Adwani Musab Al-Nisf

the Secrelariat of the Council of Ministers and uli-
lizing locally produced material. On the amount of
bank funding for the industrial seclor, chairman of
the board for the Industrial Bank of Kuwait (IBK),
Musab Al-Nisf, revealed that the bank had provided,
since ils establishment in 1974, around $1.44 billion
in loans for industrial projects and facilities until the
second quarter of 2023.

He said that the period between 1974 and 2022
saw the construclion industry come in first with 21.6
percent of loans, followed by the oil and gas industry
by 11.6 percent, and food production by 9.9 percent
in third place. The IBK is keen on also supporling in-
dustrial ventures by Kuwaili youth. Al-Nisf affirmed,
noting that until June 30, 2023, the IBK had funded
2,197 small industrial projects with investments of
KD 255 million. Al-Nisf added that around KD 193.4
million was approved to fund small project portfolios,
with the total amount and investment costs reaching
75.85 percent. — KUNA

India’s CB holds
interest rates
despite inflation

MUMBALI: India’s central bank left interest
rates unchanged again Friday despite an infla-
tion spike that has sparked official concern over
the impact of higher food prices caused by ex-
treme weather. The benchmark repo rate has
stood at 6.50 percent since February, following
a series of hikes by the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) to curb rising prices last year.

Inflation spiked al 7.4 percent in July before
moderating to 6.8 percent the following month,
still well above the RBI benchmark. The bank

had “identified high inflation as a risk to macro-
economic stability and sustainable growth” and
“remains resolutely focused on aligning inflation
to the four percent target”, RBI governor Shak-
tikanta Das said.

Prices for food staples—including wheat, rice
and tomatoes—have shot up in recent months,
partly because of floods, record-high tempera-
tures and pest attacks in production belts.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman told
parliament in July that the government was
taking steps “to contain high prices which are
hitting common citizens”. The government has
put curbs on some rice exports to put down-
ward pressure on prices. Food prices have since
cased bult “the overall inflation outlook is cloud-
ed by uncertlainties [rom the fall in” domeslic
sowing of key crops and “volatile global food
and energy prices,” Das said.

India’s inflation peaked at 7.8 percent last
year in the wake of the global economic fall-
out from the Russian invasion of Ukraine, which
prompted spikes in food and oil costs. The
World Bank this week said India would none-
theless remain one of the world’s fastest-grow-
ing economies this year, with strong domestic
demand and investment helping it weather in-
flation. India overlook Brilain last year Lo be-
come the world’s fifth-largest economy, and
recorded 7.8 percent growth for the June quar-
Ler, the most recent figure available.

The world’s most populous country is grap-
pling with increasingly frequent extreme weath-
er events—which scientists attribute to climate
change. India’s weather department has declared
a healwave almosl every vear in the last decade,
with temperatures sometimes touching 50 de-
grees Celsius (122 degrees Fahrenheit). — AFP
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Kuwait trade mission seeks to
open new horizons in Canada

Canada-Kuwait Business Summit held in Toronto

TORONTO: Vic Fedeli, Dherar Al-Ghanem, Reem Al-Khaled, Aliya Mawani, Ruba Al-Sayegh and other officials during the Kuwait-Canada Business Summit in Toronto on Oct 4, 2023.
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FTX co-founder
testifies against
Bankman-Fried

NEW YORK: Sam Bankman-lried knowing-
Iy used FTX clients’ funds withoul permission
to invest through his personal hedge fund, the
disgraced crypto titan’s former business partner
testified in court on Friday.

Zixiao “Gary” Wang, a co-founder of FTX
with Bankman-Fried, has already pleaded guilty
to multiple counts related to the crypto trading
platform’s stunning collapse, and has agreed lo
cooperate with federal prosecutors. He is the first
major wilness Lo appear al his former partner’s
trial, which began on Tuesday in New York and
could last up to six weeks. The 31-year-old Bank-
man-Iried, known as “SBE” has been charged with
seven counts of fraud, embezzlement and criminal
conspiracy, and if convicted could face more than
100 years in prison.

In November 2022, his cryptocurrency ex-
change platform imploded, unable to cope with
massive withdrawal requests from customers
panicked to learn that some of FTX’s funds had
been committed to risky operations by Alameda
Research, Bankman-Fried’s personal hedge
fund. Wang, who was lechnology chief at the
time of the collapse, on Friday described Bank-
man-Fried as willing to break the law and lie to
enable FTX and Alameda to post strong growth
and profits. — AFP

MUMBAI: A vendor selling bananas counts a wad of Indian rupee
notes at a roadside stall in Mumbai on October 6, 2023. — AFP
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EU’s richest country Luxembourg
grapples with severe housing crisis

Sky-high cost of buying or renting a home has made living impossible

LUXEMBOURG: Luxembourg’s residents may
be classified as the wealthiest in the European
Union, bul the sky-high cost of buying or renling
a home in the country has made living there near-
ly impossible for some.

The crisis has become the number one concern in
the Grand Duchy of 660,000 people—smaller than
Rhode Island, the smallest US stale—as il goes Lo
the polls on Sunday. Pascale Zaourou, a teacher and
mother of three children, had to wail five years be-
fore being able Lo access coveled social housing.

“On the private market, renting an apartment
with two rooms costs at least 2,000 euros—it’s
difficult with only one income,” she told AFP al
a recenl demonstration in Luxembourg Cily. “Af-
fordable housing is scarce, especially for young
people and single-parent families,” she said. An-
toine Paccoud, a researcher at the Housing Ob-
servatory, which compiles data guiding govern-
ment policy, backed up that sentiment.

“More and more Luxembourgers are crossing
the border to live in Germany, Belgium or France
just because rents and property prices are lower,”
he said. The situation is jarring for a country with a
flourishing economy based around financial services.
Nel average earnings for a single worker in Luxem-
bourg were 47,000 euros ($49,000) annually in
2022, according to estimates from the EU’s stalistics
agency—the highest in the bloc. In the capital city,
new-build flats sell for 13,000 euros per square me-
ter (around $1,300 per square foot) and older ones
go for 10,700 euros. The average cost of a house is
1.5 million euros. Rents increased by 6.7 percent be-
tween June 2022 and June 2023, much faster than the
inflation rate of 3.4 percent over that period.

Philippe Poirier, a political analyst at the Univer-
sity of Luxembourg, told AFP that housing has be-
come “the question that overshadows all others” at
the legislative elections. He ticked off “the scarcity
of housing and land, the cost of construction or pur-
chase, and the high rents” as the key problems.

The two major political parties hoping to spear-
head the next government have pledged action.

Prime Minister Xavier Bettel's Liberal Party prom-
ised to create a super-ministry for housing, wants

A woman walks past a currency exchange office in
Moscow. Russia’s currency fell against the dollar,
weakening further on signs the country’s economy
is facing slower growth and stubborn inflation as the
fighting in Ukraine drags on.-- AFP

Ruble falls further
but Putin says
economy ‘stable’

MOSCOW: The ruble fell further against the dollar
on Friday, a day after Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin said the sanctions-hit country’s economic situation
was “slable”. The Russian currency fell by as much as
101.46 rubles lo the dollar in morning exchanges be-
fore paring down some losses.

The ruble crossed the psychological threshold of
100 to the dollar on the Moscow financial exchange
onTuesday, a level it briefly hit in August. It rose again
midweek but resumed its fall late on Thursday, just as
Putin was speaking at the Valdai political conference
in the Black Sea resort of Sochi. “We have overcome
all the problems that emerged after the implementa-
tion of sanctions against us and we have started a new
stage of development,” Putin said —AFP

Ghana, IMF agree
second loan
payment of $600m

ACCRA: Ghana has reached agreement with the In-
ternational Monetary Fund on the terms for a second
payment of $600 million out of its $3-billion credit
deal, the IMF said in a statement on Friday. Payment
of the second portion of Ghana’s loan will come after
the IMF board’s final approval and bring the total dis-
bursed since May to $1.2 billion, the IMF said.

Ghana signed a deal with the IMF in December
as the country sought to shore up its public financ-
es and beller manage debl to emerge [rom ils worsl
economic crisis in decades. “The authorities have
adjusted macroeconomic policies, successfully com-
pleted their domestic debt restructuring operation,
and launched wide-ranging reforms,” IMF mission
chiel Stephane Roudel said in a statement at the end
of his team’s review in Accra. “These actions are al-
ready generating positive results.” Ghana will have
access o about $600 million in financing once the
mission’s review is approved by the board, the state-
ment said. The country’s economic situation will be
a major election campaign theme as it heads to the
ballot box next vear with President Nana Akufo-Ad-
do stepping down after two terms.—AFP
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LUXEMBOURG: A protestor holds a placard which reads ‘homes are for people not for profit’ during a ‘Faites du Logement’ event orgamzed by the Wunnrech coalition

in Luxembourg on September 23, 2023. — AFP

to tax vacant properties more, and invest in social
housing. Socialist leader Paulette Lenert—the health
minister in the current coalition government—is
pushing for huge investments in affordable housing.

But the structural problems with housing run deep
and changing them will not be easy. Paccoud said
a lack of inherilance lax and only symbolic dulies
have encouraged owners Lo sil on land without de-
veloping it. “0.5 percent of the resident population,
or 3,000 people, own half of the buildable land,” he

NBK to attend annual
meetings of IMF,
World Bank Group

KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) will par-
ticipate in the annual meetings of the board of gov-
ernors of the International Monelary Fund (IMF) and
the World Bank scheduled to take place in Marrakech,
Morocco, between Oct 9 and 15.

NBK'’s delegation will be led by Isam Al-Sager, Vice
Chairman and Group CEO of National Bank of Kuwait
Group, Salah Al-Fulaij, CEO of National Bank of Ku-
wait - Kuwait, Sulaiman Al-Marzouq, NBK-Kuwait
Deputy CEO and Omar Bouhadiba, CEO, International
Banking Group at NBK Group.

The bank’s delegation will take part in the annual
meelings, focusing on discussions regarding signifi-
cant economic and financial challenges. Among the key
topics on the agenda are investment in education, the
acceleration of climate financing efforts, the promotion
of inclusive growth, and addressing issues related to
food and fuel crises.

This year’s annual meetings will also address a mul-
litude of critical subjects. These include strategies for
building economic resilience in uncertain times, par-
licularly in the context of a [ragile global economy
marked by heightened uncertainty. Policymakers are
Lasked with forging a more resilient future through ac-
tions such as enhancing social safety nets to protect
the most vulnerable populations, advancing gover-
nance and accountability, fortifying policy frameworks,
and tackling the challenges posed by climate change.

The 2023 annual meelings will also engage in
exlensive conversalions regarding Uransformaltive
reforms, underscoring the increasing need for struc-
tural adjustments to enhance economic growth.
These reforms are geared lowards facililaling a
transformation that nol only encourages inclusivily
and diversification but also effectively tackles the ur-
gent challenge of climate change, all while promoting
and facilitaling digilal transformation.

Furthermore, there will be discussions on strategies
for collaborative actions aimed al reinforcing shared
priorities, including but not limited to tackling climate
change, food insecurity, and increasing pandemic pre-
paredness. The delegation will participate in the sym-
posium organized by the Global G30 in conjunction

said. “These owners are holding on to their land as
long as possible because prices are increasing.”

The economic opportunities on offer also bring in
droves of foreign workers, which helps drive up the
cost of the limited housing pool.

Around half the people living in Luxembourg are
nol citizens of the country. There is a wide gull in
terms of home ownership rates between native Lux-
embourgers, at 80 percent, and foreign residents at
just 50 percent. While many Luxembourgers have

with the IMF and World Bank Group annual meetings.
The meetings bring together central bankers, private
seclor executives, and academics to discuss issues of
global concerns.

The delegation’s participation in the Institute of
International Finance (IIF) meetings will encompass a
diverse array of lopics. These subjects include discus-
sions on tightening monetary policies, financial mar-
kets volatility, global geopolitical tensions, and strat-
egies aimed al bolstering the resilience of the banking
industry while fostering sustainable and broadly inclu-
sive economic growth.

On the sidelines, the NBK delegation will engage in
several one-on-one meetings with senior international
officials. These meetings will be centered on address-
ing the key challenges currently facing the global bank-
ing and financial industry. Additionally, the delegation
will take part in a joint reception ceremony for Kuwaiti
banks scheduled to take place on Oct 12 in Marrakech.

The IMF and the World Bank Group annual meet-
ings bring Logether central bankers, ministers of fi-
nance and development, parliamentarians, private
seclor execulives, civil sociely, and academics lo
discuss issues of global concern, including the world
economic outlook, global financial stability, poverty
eradication, inclusive economic development, and
the effectiveness of international aid. These meelings
encompass a wide array of activities, including sem-
inars, regional briefings, press conferences, and nu-
merous other events dedicated to addressing topics
related to the global economy, international develop-
menl, and the global (inancial system.

The annual meelings f[ealure several significant
committees, with the most notable ones being the De-
velopment Committee, the International Monetary and
Financial Committee (IMFC), the Group of Ten, the
Group of Twenty-Four, and the Group of Thirty. The
IMFC meeting, in particular, is slated to tackle a range
of critical issues. These include evaluating the current
state and potential future trends in the global econo-
my’s performance, as well as examining developments
in international financial markets and the types of risks
that could impact these performance trends. Moreover,
discussions within this committee will focus on formu-
lating key policies aimed at mitigating the consequenc-
es of such risks.

NBK actively engages in international forums
and meetings, driven by its strong commitment
Lo slaying informed aboul the most recent global
developments, activities, and events related to the
global economy, international development, and
the global financial system.

nearly guaranteed jobs working for state institu-
lions, foreigners have Lo deal with the changeable job
markel. “Those who are at the bottom of the scale
in Luxembourg are rather the resident foreigners,”
Poirier said. As a result, and despite the high salaries
and an official minimum wage of 2,571 euros a month,
Luxembourg ranks in the top three in the eurozone
in terms of risk of poverty for single-parent families
with one income, according to a recent report by the
Chamber of Employees. — AFP

Kenyan President William Ruto

Kenya’s Ruto to ask
China for S1bn loan,
debt restructure

NAIROBI: Kenyan President William Ruto will ask
China for a $1-billion loan and a restructured debt
payment plan, his deputy said Friday, despite hav-
ing criticized his predecessor’s heavy borrowing
from Beijing. One of East Africa’s largest econo-
mies, Kenya has accumulated more than 10.1 tril-
lion shillings ($68 billion) in debt, a figure equiv-
alent to 67 percent of its gross domestic product.
The cost of servicing the debl, mainly to China, has
ballooned as Kenya’s currency has fallen to record
lows of around 148 shillings to the dollar, according
Lo lreasury dala.

Deputy President Rigathi Gachagua said Ruto
would travel to China and ask for “more time to
repay the debt slowly™ and $1 billion to complete
road projects delayed by financing shortfalls.

“We are a responsible government, we can't say
that we won't pay the debt,” Gachagua told a lo-
cal language radio station. “He will speak to them
requesting at least one billion dollars to be able to
pay contractors,” he said.

It was not immediately clear when Ruto would
make the trip to Beijing, but the president has not
visited the East Asian economic gianl since win-
ning a closely fought election in August 2022. China
is Kenya’s second-largest lender after the World
Bank. Beijing bankrolled Kenya's most expensive
infrastructure project since independence 60 years
ago, loaning $5 billion Lo construct a railway line
from the port city of Mombasa to Nairobi and Nai-
vasha that opened in 2017. It also financed the con-
struction of a new port terminal in Mombasa.

The projects, among others, fuelled concerns
that Nairobi was taking on more debt than it could
afford. Ruto railed against the borrowing of his pre-
decessor Uhuru Kenyatta on the campaign trail, and
pledged to find other ways to spur development to
deliver the infrastructure Kenya needs. China has
rejected suggestions its lavish lending was trapping
cash-strapped governments in debt dependency.
During a visit to Kenya in July, Beijing’s top diplo-
mat Wang Yi praised the two countries’ economic
partnership and described it as a “win-win”.

Kenya is one of the most dynamic economies in
East Africa but about a third of the population lives
in poverty. Economic growth slowed last year to 4.8
percent from 7.6 percent in 2021, buffeted by the
global fallout from Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, and
a devastating regional drought that hit the coun-
try’s vital agriculture sector—AFP
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Africa will get a ‘stronger
voice’ at IMF: Georgieva

IMF and World Bank to hold meetings in Marrakesh this week

ABIDJAN: Sub-Saharan Africa will have a “stron-
ger voice” at the International Monetary Fund as
it will gel a third seal on the global lender’s execu-
tive board, IMF chief Kristalina Georgieva told AFP.
Georgieva delivered the news ahead of next week’s
IMF and World Bank meetings in Marrakesh, Mo-
rocco—the first gathering on the conlinent since
1973. The IMF execulive board, which is chaired by
Georgieva, is responsible for conducling the Wash-
ington-based institution’s day-to-day business and
currently has 24 directors.

The Uniled States, as the world’s biggest econo-
my, has the largest share of voles, followed by eco-
nomic powers Japan, China and western Europe,
ahead of other regions and developing nations.

“I have some good news for Africa. We are ad-
vancing a preparation Lo have a third representative
of sub-Saharan Africa in our executive board,” Geor-
gieva lold AFP in Abidjan, Ivory Coast, on Thursday.
“Ultimately, what it will mean is (a) stronger voice for
Africa,” the IMF’s managing director added.

The World Bank has also announced that it will
create a third seat for African nations on its own
board, a decision to be made official at the Oclo-
ber 9-15 meetings in Marrakesh. The IMF and World
Bank will tackle the thorny issue of institutional re-
form in Morocco as they ace growing calls Lo belter
address debt and climate change in poorer countries.

Georgieva said growth in sub-Sahara African
decelerated this year to three percent. “The impact
of the war (in Ukraine) was devastating, especially
coming on top of COVID,” she said. “Countries with
limited fiscal capacity were particularly severely im-

US stocks rebound
to finish higher
after jobs data

NEW YORK: Wall Street stocks rebounded to
join major European indexes in positive territory
Iriday, after an initial sag as lraders digested a
hotter than expected US jobs report. The latest
employment figures showed that the US econo-
my added 336,000 new jobs last month, virtually
double what was expecled and raising concern
that interest rates would be kept higher for lon-
ger. Labor Department data also showed that the
US unemployment rate stayed unchanged at 3.8
percent, maintaining pressure on policymakers
looking to cool the economy.

But on the plus side for traders, who now put
the prospect of higher rates before year-end at
just over 40 percent according tlo CME Group,
wage growth fell back slightly. The employment
report initially pushed major US indexes into
the red, as markets assessed the prospect that a
strong job markel could pressure the Federal Re-
serve to hike interest rates again to tackle stub-
born inflation.

However, markels swiflly reversed course,
finishing higher. The Dow closed up 0.9 percent,
while the S&P 500 jumped 1.2 percent and the
Nasdaq rallied 1.6 percent. Initial shock from
the strong jobs figures “caused the markel to go
down,” due Lo potential implications for Fed in-
terest rate policy, CFRA chief investment strate-
gist Sam Stovall told AFP.

But as the day wore on, investors took a closer
look at the numbers, “sort of like peeling aside the
leaves of an arlichoke,” he said.

After spolting that “the inflation component,
the wages component, came in much weaker than
expecled,” they likely lifted their expectlations for
a “soflt landing”—when the Fed tames inflation
without plunging the country into a damaging
recession. The yield on the 10-year US Treasury
nole, which spiked to new mulli-year heights just
after the report, moderated later in the session.

Major European indexes spent the day in
the green, paring early gains after the US data
emerged but then finding a second wind. London
advanced 0.6 percent, Frankfurt closed with a 1.1
percent gain and Paris added 0.9 percent. In Eu-
rope on liiday, data showed factory orders rose
more than expecled in ils biggest economy Ger-
many during August.

High inflation, elevaled energy costs and weak-
er demand from key market China have all been
weighing on Germany’s crucial manufacturing
sector in recent months. The country entered re-
cession at the start of 2023, and economic growth
stagnated in the second quarter. A slew of weak
indicators since then added to fears of a prolonged
slowdown. Among individual companies, Pioneer
Natural Resources surged 10.5 percent following
reports that the shale producer was close to being
acquired by ExxonMobil in a megadeal that could
be worth $60 billion. Meanwhile, ExxonMobil
shares dropped 1.7 percent. —AFP
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LOS ANGELES: A customer photographs a
gas pump after fueling up at a station with
prices above average at over seven dollars a
gallon at a Mobil gas station in Los Angeles,
California, on October 5, 2023. — AFP

pacted.” Inflation, which soared in the wake of Rus-
sia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine, caused “addition-
al hardship on people”, Georgieva added.

Moscow’s invasion sent food prices soaring as
both Russia and Ukraine are major exporters of agri-
cultural goods. Georgieva praised countries “for be-
ing very prudent in dealing with inflation”, which has
gone down in many nations, and prioritizing public
spending in a way that allows them to lower deficits.
“We expect some brighter prospect for sub-Saharan
Africa in 2024,” the Bulgarian economist and former
European Commission vice president said.

“But it is hard. We still see that food prices are
particularly high and that translates into (a) terrible
fate ol 144 million people having difficulty into feed-
ing themselves or their families,” she said.

She warned against measures such as price caps
or subsidizing fuel to help people cope with inflation
as they “ultimately benefit rich people even more
than poor people”. “What we want is countries to
win the fight against inflation,” Georgieva said. “IUs
not going to happen if we throw more money with-
out the good fundamentals for the economy Lo run
efficiently,” she added. Instead of subsidies, she said,
“whal we are strongly recommending is ... Lo give di-
rect support to the poorer part of population”. While
the IMF has continued to provide special assistance
since the COVID pandemic broke out, including
through zero-interest loans, she said she would ask
nations and the private sector to “do more” to help
developing countries.

The World Bank warned in a report on Wednes-
day that sub-Saharan Africa’s economic outlook

i

ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast: Ivorian President Alassane Quattara (right) and Kristalina Georgieva (left), the gener-
al director of the Internal Monetary Fund (IMF), speak during a meeting at the presidential palace in Abidjan

on October 5, 2023. — AFP

“remains bleak”. The institution warned that the re-
gion could face “a lost decade of growth”, pointing
Lo “rising inslability”, with “increased incidences of
attempts to deslabilize governments by unconstitu-
tional or violent means in recent years”. The Sahel
region in particular has been the scene for more than
a decade of a jihadist insurgency that has fuelled mil-
itary takeovers in Niger, Mali and Burkina Faso.

Loai Mugames, Johair Marafi and Afrah Al-Arbash pose for a group photo with

a representative of the Ministry of Commerce and the ABK team.

ABK announces
Abdelaal as winner
of Alfouz draw

KUWAIT: Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) proudly
announces the successful conclusion of its high-
ly-anticipated Alfouz draw account annual grand
draw event, held at The Avenues on Friday, Oct 6.
The event, which wilnessed an overwhelming re-
sponse {rom the public, showcased a range of ex-
ciling aclivilies and the reveal of the distinguished
winner of the KD 5,000 monthly salary for 10 years.

The highlight of the evenl was the announcement
of the grand prize winner Mohammed Elmitwalli
Abdelaal who expressed his delight and gratitude
for this opportunity provided by ABK. The grand
prize reflects ABK’s eagerness to reward its loyal
customers with significant and impactful incentives.
The evenl saw a remarkable lurnout, allracling
a diverse audience, including families, individu-
als, and ABK accountholders. Participants had the
chance to participate in a variety of engaging ac-
tivities throughout the day, creating a festive and
celebratory atmosphere.

ABK has continually provided its customers with
exceptional benefits through Alfouz, captivating de-
positors with exciting opportunities to win. In ad-
dition to the grand prize, the account offers a KD
10,000 weekly draw where the Bank has expanded
its offering by adding an attractive monthly draw of
KD 20,000 and a quarterly draw of KD 100,000,
raising Lhe stakes for even grealer rewards.

Part of the competitions during the ceremony.

German factory
orders rebound

FRANKFURT: German factory orders rose more
than expected in August, official data showed Fri-
day, in a rare bit of good news for Europe’s largest
economy as il battles an industrial downturn. New
orders jumped by 3.9 percent month-on-month,
federal statistics agency Deslalis said, rebounding
sharply from an 11.3-percent f[all in July. Analysts

ABK recognizes the importance of customer sat-
isfaction. In line with this, ABK now offers customers
an increased chance to win, enabling them to engage
in the draws with every KD 10 deposited, compared
to the previous requirement of KD 100. This adjust-
ment significantly amplifies the chances for custom-
ers to seize remarkable financial benefits and prizes.

Commenting on the successful event, Loai Muqa-
mes, CEO-Kuwait at ABK, said, “We are delighted
with the tremendous success of our account and
event. Alfouz provides an excellent opportunity for
us Lo provide customers with the ability to both save
money and win worthwhile prizes that help them
achieve their financial goals. In this spirit, our event
was an incredible celebration of our customers and
their loyalty and we thank each of them for their con-
tinued trust in ABK.”

On her part, Johair Marafi, Acting General Man-
ager of Relail Banking at ABI, said, “We are thrilled
to witness the incredible response received for the
Alfouz account annual grand draw evenl. This event
is a testament to our dedication to providing our

T | i = o

surveyed by FactSet had expected a smaller in-
crease of 1.5 percent.

Deslalis said the increase was driven by a nearly
38-percent jump in demand for “computer, elec-
tronic and optical products”, while orders in the
automotive industry dipped by 0.7 percent.

The economy ministry said that while factory or-
ders had been “volatile” lately, there were signs the
country’s industrial slump “may have bottomed out
in the third quarter”. “A gradual economic recovery
should then begin al the turn of the year,” the min-
istry said in a statement.

Despite the coups, Georgieva defended the
IMF’s decision to maintain aid to those countries
due to “humanitarian concerns”. “We have a re-
sponsibility to make sure there is minimum finan-
cial capacity,” she said. “Because the regimes are
not there sufficiently for their people. It’s not an
excuse for us o forget about the men, women chil-
dren who need us.” — AFP

The winner of the annual draw is announced.

customers with unique rewards and experiences.
We extend our heartfelt congratulations Lo Moham-
med Elmitwalli Abdelaal, our grand prize winner, and
express our gratitude to all our customers for their
continued support.”

ABK remains dedicated Lo offering innovative
banking solutions and exceptional services o its val-
ued customers. By conducting these types of events,
ABK continues to foster strong relationships within
the community and reiterates its commitment to rec-
ognizing and rewarding customer loyalty.

Since its establishment in 1967, ABK has pro-
gressed Lo become one of the leading Kuwaili banks
in the region that offers a wide array of personal,
corporale, and private banking products and ser-
vices. ABK also provides a broad range of local, re-
gional, and global investment solutions and services
through its subsidiary, ABK Capital. Across the re-
gion, the Bank offers individuals and corporates the
convenience of comprehensive banking and finan-
cial services in the Egyptian market through ABK-
Egypt's network of 44 branches. This is in addition to
ABK's three branches located in Dubai, Abu Dhabi,
and Dubai International Financial Centre (DIFC) in
the United Arab Emirates, servicing both Kuwaiti
and Emirati individual and corporate clients.

ABK is a strong supporter of Central Bank of
Kuwait and Kuwait Banking Association’s ‘Let’s Be
Aware’ awareness campaign. Through its various ini-
tiatives, the Bank aims to promote financial inclusion
by educating Kuwaili sociely about customer rights,
responsibilities, and the different types of banking
and special needs services. Additionally, ABK con-
sistently provides strategic information on how Lo
avoid banking and financial fraud, loan application
requirements, digital services, and more.
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A huge crowd attends the mega event.

High inflation, elevated energy costs and weaker
demand from key market China have all been weigh-
ing on Germany’s crucial manufacturing sector in re-
cent months. Germany lipped into a recession at the
start of 2023, and economic growth stagnated in the
second quarter. A slew of weak indicators since then
have added to fears of a prolonged slowdown.

The International Monetary Fund has predicted
that Germany will be the only major advanced econ-
omy Lo shrink this year. Germany’s leading economic
institutes said last week they expect gross domestic
product to contract by 0.6 percent in 2023. — AFP
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Rapper Drake says taking break
from music over health issue

C anadian rapper Drake said Friday
he is taking a break from music,
just hours after dropping his lat-
est album, in order to focus on recurring
stomach issues. “I probably won't make
music for a little bit, I’'m gonna be hon-
est,” he said on his SiriusXM radio show
Table For One, adding: “I need to focus
on my health first and foremost... | need
to get right.” “I've been having the cra-

‘Rust’ producers
ordered to hand
over Baldwin
contracts

roducers of the movie “Rust”
Pmust hand over documents in-
cluding Alec Baldwin’s financial
contracts, a judge ruled Friday, as
prosecutors investigate the fatal on-set
shooting of a cinematographer. Bald-
win was holding a Colt .45 during re-
hearsals for the low-budget Western in
New Mexico when it discharged, killing
Halyna Hutchins in October 2021.
Manslaughter charges against
Baldwin—an actor and producer on
the film—were dropped in April, and
the court hearing Friday concerned
an ongoing separate case against the
movie’s armorer. But prosecutors could
still refile charges against Baldwin in
the future, and told a judge Friday that
information including how “Mr Baldwin

ziest problems for years with my stom-
ach,” he explained.

The 36-year-old Grammy Award win-
ner had just released his latest studio
album “For All The Dogs.” Long-await-
ed, it features Bad Bunny, J. Cole, SZA,
Lil Yachty and a Frank Ocean sample.
His five-year-old son Adonis drew the
artwork for the cover and was featured
in a music video for a new single off the

Alec Baldwin

himself benefits financially from keep-
ing production costs low” could be rel-
evant.

Prosecutor Kari Morrissey also ac-
cused producers of having “intervened,
interfered or obstructed the criminal
investigation” since the day of the fa-
tal shooting. Abigail Wolberg, a lawyer

album called “8AM in Charlotte.” He
also raps on the track “Daylight.”
Drake’s hiatus has forced the can-
cellation or postponement of several
upcoming concerts in the United States,
according to his website and Ticket-
master. But Friday and Saturday shows
scheduled in Toronto, where fans were
already seen lining up, appeared to still
be a go. Drake mentioned that he would

for the producers, told the judge that
documents detailing “how Alec Baldwin
was paid” were irrelevant to the case
against Hannah Gutierrez-Reed, the
armorer, and burdensome in terms of
time and money.

The producers’ petition said the
request from prosecutors for financial
documents and private correspon-
dence was “an obvious phishing expe-
dition.” But Judge Mary Marlowe Som-
mer ruled the producers must turn over
the documents by October 20. Gutier-
rez-Reed has pleaded not guilty to in-
voluntary manslaughter and evidence
tampering charges.

A lawyer representing Gutier-
rez-Reed said Friday that any docu-
ments shedding light on why his client
had been denied more time to train
actors including Baldwin in on-set use
of firearms “could be quite important.”
Baldwin has repeatedly denied any
responsibility for the shooting. He and
fellow producers are facing multiple
civil proceedings over the death. —AFP

Musicians perform during the 15th Victoires de la Musique classique awards ceremony (France’s best classical artists of the year), at the
Halle au Grain in Toulouse, southwestern France. — AFP photos

In tune: Classical concert-goers’
hearts, breathing synchronize

often report feeling a powerful con-

nection to each other as a result of
their collective experience. A new study
published in the journal Scientific Re-
ports on Thursday now finds that phys-
ical responses—including heart rate,
breathing and the electrical conductivity
of skin—synchronize between audience
members at classical concerts. Individu-
als who rated more highly for personality
traits such as openness were more likely
to synchronize, while those with neurotic
dispositions were less likely to align.

“When we talk about very abstract
things such as aesthetic experiences,
how you respond to art and to music,
the body is always involved there,” Wolf-
gang Tschacher, a psychologist at the
University of Bern who led the research
as part of the Experimental Concert Re-
search project, told AFP. This theory is
known as “embodied cognition”—the
idea that the mind is not only connected
to the body but that the body influences
the mind—which, while arguably intui-
tive to lay people, has been controver-
sial in scientific circles.

To investigate, Tschacher and col-
leagues observed 132 audience mem-
bers across three classical concerts.
All three played the same string quintet
pieces: Ludwig van Beethoven’s “Op.

People who listen to music together

104 in C minor,” Johannes Brahms
“Op. 111 in G major,” and “Epitaphs”
by the contemporary composer Brett
Dean. The authors used overhead cam-
eras and wearable sensors to monitor
the participants, who filled in question-
naires about their personalities before
the concert, and whether they enjoyed
the performance and what their mood
was afterward.

Overall, they found statistically sig-
nificant synchronization on several
measures—people’s hearts beat faster
or slower during the same musical pas-
sages, as did their levels of “skin con-
ductance.” Skin conductance is close-
ly related to the body’s flight or fight
response. When it’s high it indicates a
state of arousal and can be linked to
goosebumps on the skin; when it's low
we are in a state of relaxation.

The cameras even caught alignment
of body movements, which the authors
wrote “appears noteworthy, as the au-
diences of all concerts were seated in
dimmed lighting” and spread out due
to the pandemic. However, though peo-
ple’s breathing rates aligned, they did
not actually inhale and exhale in unison.

The power of music
As one might expect, people whose
personality types indicated “openness

Members of the audience follow a concert of Daniel Barenboim, Argentine-born classical
pianist and conductor, and German pianist Igor Levit with the West-Eastern Divan Orches-
tra, at the Waldbuehne at Olympiapark in Berlin.

to new experiences” and “agreeable-
ness” were more disposed towards
synchronizing with others. Those who
rated highly for neuroticism, “a person
who tends towards fearful behavior,
warding off things, being more de-
pressed,” in Tschacher’s words, were
less likely to synchronize—but so too
were extroverts, which might seem
counterintuitive.

“Extroverted people are very social,
they tend to intermingle with people,
they want to be in power, and they
want to have a certain self-value,” he
said, adding he had seen this result
in previous research too. While extro-
verts are outgoing, they focus less on
the music. For Tschacher, the findings
are more evidence in favor of the “em-
bodied cognition” theory and also help
explain why public parades or military
marches help build cohesion between
participants. And he expects the ef-
fects would be “even stronger” in other
musical genres. “There are additional
reasons that people will synchronize
in pop concerts, people move, they
dance, and that’s that is synchronized
by the music and that would give even
clearer results,” he said. —AFP

Members of the audience arrive to take their
socially distanced seats in the auditorium for
a performance by German baritone Christian
Gerhaher and German pianist Gerold Huber.

also meet unspecified commitments. “I
got some other things | need to do for
some other people that | made prom-
ises,” he said. Otherwise, he said, “I'm
gonna lock the door in the studio for a
little bit,” Drake said. “l don’t even know
what a little bit is. Maybe a year or so,
maybe a little longer.”—AFP
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Canadian rapper Drake performs onstage at
the 2016 iHeartRadio Music Festival at T-Mo-
bile Arena in Las Vegas, Nevada. — AFP

NFL star Kelce ‘on top of world’
as Taylor Swift scrutiny swirls

FL star Travis Kelce says he is
N “on top of the world” as he navi-

gates a whole new level of celeb-
rity since kindling a rumored romance
with pop icon Taylor Swift. Swift’s ap-
pearance at the Kansas City Chiefs’
last two games—at home to the Chi-
cago Bears and on Sunday at the New
York Jets—galvanized her legion of
fans and the NFL has unrepentantly
played up to what it called “a pop cul-
tural moment.”

Kelce, whose remarks on the blos-
soming friendship had lately been con-
fined to conversations with his brother
Jason on their “New Heights” podcast,
spoke to reporters at the Chiefs’ train-
ing facility on Friday and said he was
happy to ride the wave. “l was on top
of the world after the Super Bowl, and
right now I’'m even more on top of the
world,” said Kelce, who turned 34 on
Thursday. “It’s fun.”

Kelce, who as a tight end helped
Kansas City to a Super Bowl triumph
over Jason’s Philadelphia Eagles in
February, has seen his social-media
following and jersey sales skyrocket.
The Kelce brothers’ mother, Donna,
has also been drawn into the whirlwind,
fielding questions on whether Travis
and Taylor really are an item and just
what she and the singer talked about
as they watched two Chiefs games
from luxury suites. She told CNN on
Friday the attention was “unreal.” “I tell
everyone that it’s kind of like an alter-
nate universe that | just happened to
be in,” she added.

‘Focus is winning’

Despite his two Super Bowil titles
and status as a well-known podcast
personality, it's a new level of celebri-
ty for Kelce. “We’re learning with the
paparazzi,” Kelce said. “It comes with
it. You've got a lot of people who care
about Taylor, and for good reason. You
just have to keep living and learning

and enjoying the moments.” Kelce said
the attention wouldn’t distract him from
his job, noting that the Chiefs have won
three straight games since opening the
season with a loss to the Detroit Lions,
a game he missed with a knee injury.

Taylor Swift

“At the end of the day, I've always
been pretty good about compartmen-
talizing and being able to stay fo-
cused,” he said. “I'll keep rolling with
that. “I'm having fun with it ... making
sure my focus is winning the game,
and | don’t see that changing anytime
soon.” That will be music to Chiefs
fans’ ears—but plenty of “Swifties” will
be more concerned over whether the
12-time Grammy winner will turn out on
Sunday at the Vikings’ US Bank Stadi-
um in Minneapolis—where she played
two sold-out concerts in June.

Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey
told TMZ this week that his city would
love to have her back. “It's possible
she will have to console Travis Kelce
after the Vikings beat the Chiefs, but
there are plenty of great spots across
town for them to go on a date and lift
their spirits!”—AFP

LELLET T
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(From left to right) US actor Justin Chon, US filmmaker Lee Isaac Chung and US actor
Steven Yeun attend a press conference on “Korean Diasporic Cinema” at the 28th Busan
International Film Festival (BIFF) at the Busan Cinema Center in Busan. — AFP

South Korea's filmmaking
diaspora: Telling their ‘own stories’

he rise of South Korean diasporic
I cinema has allowed the artists in-
volved to feel less alone, one film-
maker told Busan International Film Fes-
tival attendees on Friday. Six films from
the diaspora are unspooling as part of
a special sidebar this year in the South
Korean port city, including Isaac Chung’s
Oscar-winner “Minari” and Celine Song’s
Sundance favorite “Past Lives”.

Since “Parasite” became the first
non-English-language film to win a Best
Picture Oscar, films made by the Korean
diaspora have experienced a remarkable
surge, with filmmakers delving into cul-
ture-spanning narratives that encompass
their varied experiences. “(The) main
thing it’s done, at least for myself, is to
know that as | tell my own stories, people
are finding common ground to relate with
one another,” Justin Chon, who directed
2021 adoption drama “Blue Bayou”, told
reporters.

He has since directed four episodes
of the successful Apple TV+ series
“Pachinko”, the story of an ethnic Korean
family living in Japan, based on the novel
by Min Jin Lee. When “other immigrants
and minorities in the United States are
telling their stories, the only thing it does
is signal to me that | really wasn’t alone
this entire time”, he said. “Minari” director
Chung said as a second-generation Ko-
rean-American, he had always felt “a loss
of a place that | don’t fully understand
that is far away from me”.

Korean-American actors Steven Yeun
and John Cho were unable to comment
on their American projects due to the on-
going Screen Actors Guild strike, but both
freely discussed why they believed the
work stoppage was important. I think the

strike is a very righteous act of making
sure that we ensure and protect artists
and those who are living an actor’s life
and a writer’s life,” Yeun said.

“And there are many people who
don’t have safeguards.... | sit here with
so much privilege to be here and to be
able to talk about it.” Cho, who starred
in the 2018 thriller “Searching” which is
screening at this year’s BIFF, said artifi-
cial intelligence—a key concern for strik-
ing actors—has “put people out of work”
in the entertainment industry. “When | go
to see a movie (it's) to see people enact-
ing @ human drama and to have an expe-
rience with an audience watching human
expression,” he said. “And so behind the
scenes, if we start taking out people, the
art form is going to suffer.”

Collaboration

The festival’s diaspora section fea-
tures several intriguing collaborations be-
tween diasporic and South Korean artists
as well as those from other nationalities.
“Burning” (2018), for example, is based
on Japanese writer Haruki Murakami’s
novel, directed by acclaimed South Kore-
an filmmaker Lee Chang-dong, and stars
Yeun. Korean-Canadian director Song’s
“Past Lives” (2023), meanwhile, co-stars
South Korean actor Teo Yoo and Kore-
an-American actress Greta Lee.

Yoo, who is fluent in English, on
Thursday candidly expressed the chal-
lenges he faced in trying to present
himself as an appealing love interest to
the American audience. In “Past Lives”,
he plays a South Korean character who
speaks English with a heavy accent and
less-than-perfect fluency.—AFP
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Salvador Jorgensen (left), a marine ecologist and professor at California State University
Monterey Bay, and his research assistant Dylan Moran, use a drone to search the Monterey
Bay for Great White Sharks near Santa Cruz, California.—AFP photos

Dylan Moran, a research assistant at California State University Monterey Bay, searches
the Monterey Bay for Great White Sharks near Santa Cruz, Galifornia.

Dylan Moran, a research assistant at Cal-
ifornia State University Monterey Bay, ex-
plains notes about Great White Sharks.

Climate change draws great white
sharks north, threatening ecosystem

here never used to be young great
I white sharks basking off the busy
beaches of central California, but
as climate change starts to bite, warm-
er waters are enticing them north—with
possibly catastrophic consequences
for a whole ecosystem. Despite their
fearsome reputation, brought about in
part by the “Jaws” movie franchise, the
main risk from these predators is not
to swimmers and surfers—or even the
local police chief—but to otters.

Shorebirds fly over the Monterey Bay near
Santa Cruz, California.

“What we've been finding is that
over time the number of bites on sea
otters has increased in this region
drastically,” says marine ecologist Sal-
vador Jorgensen of California State
University Monterey Bay. “That’s hav-
ing a real impact on the sea otter pop-
ulation.” And—in an illustration of how
interconnected ecosystems are—that
could have far-reaching consequenc-

es for all kinds of species in this wild-
life-rich area.

Warm water

Great white sharks are some of the
most majestic, most studied, and most
feared of ocean dwellers. Growing to
around 16 feet (4.9 meters), they roam
the world’s seas thousands of feet
deep to satisfy a voracious appetite for
seals, sea lions and dolphins. They live
for upwards of 70 years and give birth
to litters of live pups, who are left to
fend for themselves from an early age.

But because white sharks are en-
dotherms—warm-bodied, like mam-
mals—youngsters are vulnerable to
the cold of the ocean depths, and
spend their time in warmer pockets of
water in coastal regions. Until a de-
cade or so ago, that meant juveniles
would only be found as far north as
southern California. But, says Jor-
gensen, that’s changing.

“We documented the sudden oc-
currence of much smaller sharks than
had ever been seen here before,” he
told AFP in Monterey Bay, hundreds of
miles (kilometers) north, where he at-
taches acoustic transmitters to individ-
uals that allow him to track their travels.
“As ocean temperatures have been
warming through a series of El Ninos,
and heat waves, many species have
been shifting their range further north
further towards what were historically
cooler areas.” That’s what brings them
into contact with sea otters, who hang
around in the rich kelp forests offshore.

Sea urchins

“Smaller sharks are transitioning
from eating fish and squid to a point
where they’re going to start eating ma-
rine mammals,” says Jorgensen “To
an inexperienced shark, an otter may
seem like the right target, but it turns
out that otters don’t have a rich blubber
layer, (so) once they’re bitten, they’re
actually not consumed. But often those
interactions are fatal for the otter.”

This handout photo shows a box of tortoises that was seized from an airline passenger
by Taiwan customs officials at Taoyuan International Airport near Taipei. — AFP photos

Aside from this being bad news for
the individual, it’s terrible news for the
otter population—setting off a cascade
effect. Otters forage for sea urchins, a
species that left unchecked will graze a
kelp forest into a barren desert, killing

of young sharks in Monterey Bay of-
fers a chance to see a truly impressive
creature up close. “The excitement is
always there,” he said. “It’s like the first
time | saw a shark, it never goes away.
If 1 go out and see a shark, I'm excited.”

This undated aerial handout photo provided courtesy of Salvador Jor-
gensen shows Jorgensen out on a boat with students Kaitlyn Yee and

Dylan Moran.

a vital marine habitat that provides food
and shelter for a suite of invertebrates,
fish, mammals and birds. Without the
otters, the kelp dies; without the kelp,
scores of ocean species struggle.

Climate change

For Eric Mailander, an amateur sci-
entist and boat skipper who helps Jor-
gensen tag great whites, the presence

While the very visible presence of
these enormous creatures so close to
the shore can raise concerns among
humans, Mailander says people don’t
need to be too worried—despite the
creature’s reputation. “Jaws’ scared
the bejesus out of me. But | want peo-
ple to know not to fear them. Just go
look at them.”

For Jorgensen it’s a vivid illustra-

tion of just how rapidly we are alter-
ing our planet, with the unchecked
burning of fossil fuels. “I've always
thought that this is a very tangible
way that people can understand cli-
mate change,” says Jorgensen.

“People who live on that beach,
bring their children there, never had
a bunch of sharks swimming 20 feet
away, and now it’'s a regular sight.
“You can’t look out at the ocean and
think that climate change is not hap-
pening.”—AFP

Otter madness: Animals smuggled on
flight from Thailand to Taiwan

hailand has suspended an airport
I worker after a traveler smuggled
more than 30 live animals—in-
cluding two baby otters—onto a flight to
Taiwan. The mobile menagerie, which
also included 28 baby tortoises and
a marmot, was seized when the Thai
Vietjet flight landed at Taipei’s Taoyu-
an airport. Local media reported that
the unusual cargo came to light when
several of the animals escaped and
were found crawling around the plane’s
cabin. Bangkok’s Suvarnabhumi air-
port said the animals slipped through
screening due to human error.
“We have examined the CCTV
and found that the smugglers were
two foreigners who had their luggage

scanned through an X-ray machine,”
the airport said in a statement issued
late on Thursday. “One of the staff was
suspicious so they assigned another to
open the luggage. However, they didn’t
check the luggage and allowed the
passengers to go through.”

The staff member who failed to in-
spect the bag properly was suspend-
ed while a probe was carried out, the
airport said. Taiwanese authorities said
they were investigating the two sus-
pected smugglers. Thailand is a major
transit hub for wildlife smugglers who
often sell the animals on to China and
Vietham.—AFP

This handout photo shows a baby otter that
was seized on October 4 from an airline
passenger by Taiwan customs officials at
Taoyuan International Airport near Taipei.
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Two surfers wait to enter the water.— AFP photos

Michelin to
rate hotels as well

as restaurants

rom stars to keys—the Miche-
Flin Guide will start rating hotels
in the same way as restaurants,
it announced on Thursday. The ed-
itors say they want to create a “trust-
ed reference” that helps travelers cut
through the vast array of online hotel
suggestions. Director Gwendal Poul-
lennec said the original Michelin Guide,
launched in 1900, “was created to en-
lighten travelers at a time when there
was a lack of information.
“Today, by contrast, they find them-
selves confronted by a mass of infor-

mation. Our users spend on average
10 hours in front of screens to prepare
a trip and consult more than 10 plat-
forms—it’s an obstacle course,” he
said. Poullennec took over the guide
in 2018, the same year it bought Tablet
Hotels, a US-based site offering bou-
tique hotel stays around the world.
Their teams have been working to-
gether to create an initial selection of

ok
b
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THE

MICHELIN

GUIDE

ith his broken surfboard point-
Wed skywards, a child steps out
into the sea. In recent years,

the fishing village of Robertsport has
become a popular spot for lovers of the
sport from Liberia and beyond. Expe-
rienced surfers give lessons to young
people in this town in the southwest of
the country, teaching them about the
ocean, swimming and catching waves.
A local club, along with the NGO Pro-
vide The Slide, supply them with boards.
On a beach dotted with rocks, Os-
car, shirtless and lying on the sand,
uses his arms to show a young girl
standing next to him how to row in the
water. His wide strokes make marks on
the ground. Surfing is also about know-
ing your surroundings. Sitting in a circle,
young surfers learn about the ocean
during a lesson on the beach. Behind
them, fishermen try to get their boats
back on dry land. The fishermen and
the surfers share the beach in harmo-
ny — lined up in single file, they pull a

fishing net together — and some of the
fishermen are also surfers themselves.
After the introduction on dry land, it’s
time for action. Boards under their arms,
two surfers step into the water, ready to
do battle with the waves. Samuel is al-

Surfers walk along the beach towards a surf spot.

5,300 hotels across 120 countries, with
the best due to receive their awards in
the first half of 2024. Rather than the
stars awarded to the top restaurants,
the best hotels will get keys based on
several criteria including architecture,
individuality, service, comfort and price.

As with restaurants, these will
be decided by teams of anonymous
inspectors. These days, the Miche-
lin Guide makes most of its money
through referrals from its website, tak-
ing one euro per reservation. Hotels
will pay a 10 to 15 percent commission
to Michelin for reservations through its
site, Poullennec said, vowing that edi-
torial and sales team will operate inde-
pendently. —AFP

Sunday, October 8§, 2023

A man walks up to a church to see the
waves coming into the bay in Robertsport.
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ready at work, successfully completing
his turn. Offshore, another youngster,
stretched out on his board, paddles qui-
etly alongside a canoe.—AFP

Japan cooking show recognized
by Guinness as longest-running

65-year-old cooking show in Japan
Ahas been recognized by Guinness
World Records as the longest-run-
ning culinary program, broadcaster NHK
said. Since its inception in 1957, NHK’s
“Kyo no Ryori,” or “Today’s Cooking,”
has featured about 46,600 recipes, of-
ten reflecting the zeitgeist of the times
from economic downturn to women’s
empowerment. “What should | cook for
dinner tonight?’ is, | think, the perpetual
question for everyone,” chief producer
Mayumi Yanai told reporters Friday as a
Guinness certificate was presented at a
Tokyo ceremony.
The show aims to “answer that ques-
tion sincerely and align itself closely

to our family audience,” she said. The
cooking show mirrored the changing
times, including Japan’s shrinking popu-
lation and family size. While it originally
featured recipes for five people, a family
of four later became the standard, before
meals for two took over.

Its first episode in 1957 introduced
Western-style curry with oysters, as a
time when one in four Japanese people
were said to struggle with malnourish-
ment. The global oil crisis of the 70s
also influenced the show, which re-
sponded by coming up with an array of
low-budget recipes for its audience in a
financial bind. —AFP
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Gymnastics’ all-around queen
Biles claims 21st world title

Spectators wilness another extremely rare occurrence

[

ANTWERP: US’ Simone Biles competes on the Balance
Beam in the Women’s Individual All-Around Final
during the 52nd FIG Artistic Gymnastics World Cham-
pionships, in Antwerp.— AFP

Watching IPL on TV
helps Pakistan get
into India groove

HYDERABAD: Pakistan players may be banned
from competing in the Indian Premier League but
TV footage of the lucrative tournament played a
part in the team’s opening World Cup win. Of the
15-man Pakistan squad, only all-rounders Moham-
mad Nawaz and Agha Salman had ever visiled the
country before this World Cup. Nawaz was part of
the team which played at the 2016 World Twenty20
while Salman turned out for the Lahore Lions in the
2014 T20 Champions League.

Current captain and star batsman Babar Azam
was initially named in the 2016 T20 squad but with-

ANTWERP: US superstar Simone Biles continued
her spectacular return from a two-year break by
claiming her 21st world title with all-around gold at the
world gymnastics championships on Friday. Already a
winner of team gold on Wednesday, the American pro-
duced a dominant display to score 58.399 points and
secure the title ahead of defending champion Rebeca
Andrade of Brazil (56.766), with American teammate
Shilese Jones Llaking bronze (56.332). Biles oblained
the best score on three of the four apparatuses, with
the uneven bars the exception.

It was the 27th time she has medaled at worlds
and the 26-year-old gymnasl was leary-eyed as she
stood on the podium with her sixth all-around world
crown. “Actually, I had something in my eye today that
I couldn’t get out, I swear it’s true,” she told reporters.
“But I was emolional, because 10 years ago | won my
first worlds and now we're back here,” said Biles ol her
return to Antwerp where she opened her world tally
in 2013, winning four medals, including two golds. “It
means everything to me, after everything I've put in to
get back to this place to feel comfortable and confident
enough to compete.” With two more days of compeli-
tion, everything suggests her medal collection will be
further enriched since she still has four apparatus finals
come. Biles has made a breathtaking comeback, two
years after the Tokyo Olympics marked by her episode
of “twisties”, a temporary mental block whereby gym-
nasts lose their sense ol where they are in the air.

Arriving in Japan as the big favorite thanks to her
four gold medals won five years earlier in Rio de Ja-
neiro, Biles broke down and withdrew from four of the

drew with an injury. “We have come Lo India for the
first time so we don’t have much of an idea of playing
in India,” admitted Saud Shakeel, man of the match
as Pakistan defealed the Netherlands in Hyderabad
on Friday. “Bul we have seen a little bit of the IPL and
some matches in Hyderabad so that helped.” Sha-
keel certainly had few problems adapting to his new
surroundings with a fine 68 in the 81-run win which
helped Pakistan to victory over the Dutch.

Mohammad Rizwan also made 68 in a 120-run
stand after Pakistan were reeling at 38-3 in Hy-
derabad’s Rajiv Gandhi Stadium. Pakistan openers
Fakhar Zaman and Imam-ul-hagq fell for 12 and 15 re-
spectively while Azam managed just an 18-ball five.
“The tournament has just started and we are playing
in Hyderabad,” said Shakeel. “Everyone knows that
the ball stops early on here on this pitch. There are
chances of losing a wickel.” Pakistan next face Sri
Lanka on Tuesday, also in Hyderabad, before their
eagerly-awaited clash against arch-rivals India in
Ahmedabad on October 14.— AFP

=* HYDERABAD: Pakistan’s Haris Rauf (left) bowls during the 2023 ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup one-day inter-”
¢ national (ODI) match between Pakistan and Netherlands at the Rajiv Gandhi International Stadium in Hyder-

abad on October 6, 2023. — AFP

Russell delighted with
second in chaotic end
to Qatar qualifying

DOHA: A delighted George Russell qualified in sec-
ond place for Sunday’s Qatar Grand Prix following a
late and confusing deletion of the best laps by rival Mc-
Laren drivers. When the chequered flag waved to end
Iriday’s qualifying session, delending champion Max
Verstappen was fastest for Red Bull ahead of Lando
Norris of McLaren with Mercedes’ Russell third and
Oscar Piastri fourth in the second McLaren.

The decisions to scub out the [astest laps by the two
McLarens were nol communicated to the drivers or or-
ganizers before the top-three finishers began to gather
for their post-session broadcast media interviews — at
which point Norris withdrew, knowing he had exceed-
ed track limits on his best lap. That left Russell to de-
clare he was delighted Lo finish third on the grid — not
knowing that he was promoted to second.

“It was a really tricky day for everybody,” he said.
“The new tarmac was really slippery and all the sand is
blowing onto the track. We went out in qualifying and
the lap times were just immense compared to the times
we were doing this morning. “That was good fun! And
I'm really happy to be P3.” Looking ahead to Sunday’s
race, for which Verstappen claimed pole position, he
said: “Lando and the McLarens are really quick at the
moment. We know Red Bull and Max are in a league of
their own, bul our fight is with Ferrari lo secure P2 in
the constructors’ championship.”

At one point, he turned to look for Norris. “Where
is Lando?” he asked. “He seems to have disap-

peared!” In a bizarre turn of events, Piastri was then
interviewed although he was demoted {rom third po-
sition during the broadcast. He will start sixth while
Norris fell to 10th. Norris later said: “I just had a cor-
rection and oversteer and went off. The team have
done a good job. I just messed it up. Not a good day
for me.” Piastri said: “I'm not particularly happy with
myself. Very, very scruffy on that last lap. Bit more on
the table, but I'll take a top three.”

‘Very, very strange’

Hamilton said he felt that Norris deserved to have
kept his place after taking issue with the severity of
the penalties when drivers exceed the limits. “I feel
Lando should be up here really,” he told reporters.
Hamilton, who was elevaled Lo third long after the
chaotic sequence of broadcast interviews, was also

five finals. Back al the highest level, the 1.42m Texan is
gearing up for the Paris Olympics after taking advan-
tage of her break to lake care of her mental health. “I
was actually less nervous today,” said Biles. “I was so
much more nervous for team finals just because that's
when everything occurred (in Tokyo) so I was a bit
traumatized from that, so loday I felt a little bit more
relaxed. I'm happy that’s over.”

“She still has difficulties, she’s not perfect,” said her
coach, Frenchwoman Cecile Landi. “(But) she proves
Lo everyone that she can be belter than before. She is
like wine, she gets better with age.” During qualifying
last weekend Biles added a new line to her legend by
becoming the first woman to complete a Yurchenko
double pike vault, which now bears her name as the
“Biles II”. On kriday, spectators at Antwerp’s Sport-
paleis witnessed another extremely rare occurrence
when Biles tripped on the mat while preparing for a
simple leap towards the end of her floor routine.

The incident, accompanied by murmurs of surprise
from the crowd and which drew a smile from the Amer-
ican, came with the gold elfeclively already secured. 1
just tripped, clumsy,” she said. “I'm like that outside of
the gym, so I'm not surprised it happened. “I felt like
my legs were so heavy and I couldn’t pick them up.”
The podium was entirely composed of black gymnasts
for the first time. “We had a black podium of girls, so 1
thought thal’s amazing: ‘Black girl magic!’,” she smiled.
“Hopefully it just teaches all the young girls out that
you can do anything you put your mind to if you train
hard.” Biles’ 34 world and Olympic medals make her
the most decorated gymnast in history.— AFP
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Australia’s captain Pat Cummins

‘Chilled out’ Aussies
are no longer angry
young men

CHENNALI: Australia skipper Pat Cummins said Sat-
urday his team are conlent go about their game “qui-
elly”, in conlrast Lo the ullra-aggressive style ol ear-
lier Australian sides. Five-time winners Australia kick
off their World Cup campaign against hosts India in a
much-awaited Sunday clash in Chennai. Australia have
long been known to play an aggressive brand of cricket
with on-field sledging part and parcel of their game, but
Cummins and company have displayed a softer version.

“I's more a reflection of who we are as a people.
With every leam you have different characlers,” Cum-
mins told reporters. “Our guys are pretty chilled out, so
[ am always proud saying the players out there in the
field are similar to who they are off the field.” Asked
about the in-your-face attitude of past greats, including
the late Shane Warne and former captain Ricky Ponting,
the fast bowler reflected on the team’s more restrained
posture. “Times change, that’s 20 years ago,” he said.
“That doesn’t come naturally lo our guys, we wanl Lo
go about our work quietly.”

However, the World Cup could prove a different ball
game, he added. “I think you're going to see some boys
get fired up at different times. We're all passionate.
We're all ridiculously competitive,” he said. “So, I never
really mind if a couple of our boys are puffing the chests
out and getting themselves into the contest.” Foreign
teams on Indian soil must also contend with the home
side’s immense and impassioned fanbase, but Cummins
said he was up to the challenge.—AFP

one of four drivers Lo be investigaled for allegedly
driving too slowly in Q1 along with Yuki Tsunoda,
Liam Lawson and Piastri. Ferrari’s Carlos Sainz was
also called to see the stewards for baulking Verstap-
pen in Q2 in an incident that resulted in the Dutch-
man claiming that he almost crashed.

Hamilton discussed his car’s erratic performance.
“IU's confusing because we were nearly out of Ql,
which is incredibly frustrating in that moment, but
then we get into Q2 and all of a sudden we're right up
there. “So it's very, very strange, but it’s really great
for the team for us to be up there and George did
a great job today. “So for us to be so close is pretty
awesome. | mean, for me, it was a relatively average
qualifying session — Q1 and Q3 particularly. I was able
to put together the lap, but it came too early, in Q2, so
I wish I had that for Q3."—AIP

LUSAIL: Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen drives during an extra practice session ahead of
Qatari Formula One Grand Prix at the Lusail International Circuit on October 7, 2023. — AFP

News in Breif

Kuwait to host hockey tourney

KUWAIT: The Winter Games Club said Kuwait
would host the international tournament of 2024
- due in April. The club president, Fehaid Al-Ajmi,
said in remarks to KUNA that the decision came
during a meeling of the International Ice Hockey
Federation’ general assembly currently held in Hun-
gary. Kuwait was represented at the assembly by
the club technical director, Mishaal Al-Ajmi. Fehaid
Al-Ajmi indicated that Kuwait earned the honor to
host the games due to full preparedness to organize
the international games in the country. — KUNA

Kuwaiti secures 2nd place

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Rashed Al-Dawas came in sec-
ond in annual world Jet Ski championship for the
Pro 1100 stock category, in Arizona’s Lake Hava-
su, the United States. Al-Dawas, while speaking to
IKKUNA via phone call on Saturday, expressed his
greal joy al this momentous achievement, mention-
ing that the championship commenced last Mon-
day as part of the International Jet Sports Boaling
Association (IJSBA). He explained that the champi-
onship includes more than 33 categories and some
240 contenders are vying for the top spots, and
added that he will also be competing in other cate-
gories over the course of next few days. Rashed Al-
Dawas had accumulated many titles over the span
of four years, latest of which was first place winner
at Al-Sharjah championship last month. — KUNA

I
Birmingham down West Brom

LONDON: Birmingham came back from a goal
behind to beat West Brom 3-1 on Friday to leap-
frog their local rivals and climb into the Champi-
onship play-off places. Carlos Corberan’s Baggies
were bidding for a third straight win and took a
fifth-minute lead thanks to John Swifl’s sixth goal
of the season at St Andrew’s. But the hosts leveled
midway through the first half as Juninho Bacuna
netted from the spot after a very controversial
penalty was given for a foul by Cedric Kipre on
Koji Miyoshi despite it appearing the Birmingham
player had slipped without any contact. That deci-
sion turned the game and Dion Sanderson headed
home to put the Blues ahead seven minutes before
half-time. — AFP

Griffin grabs two-shot lead

LOS ANGELES: Ben Griffin posted an eagle and
seven birdies in his nine-under par 63 on Friday to
seize a two-shol lead midway through the US PGA
Tour’s Sanderson Farms Championship. Griffin,
who stepped away from the game lo work a desk
job in 2021 but returned to secure his tour card last
year, rolled in a 65-foot eagle putt from the fringe
at 14 to join a group sharing the lead at 12-under.
He birdied the 15th for the outright lead and rolled
in a 15-foot birdie at 17 to pad his advantage, taking
his 36-hole total at the Country Club of Jackson to
14-under 130. “I maybe had, like, one kind of hiccup
and was able to get up-and-down. Other than that,
I kept the ball in front of me,” Griffin said. “It was
just really solid.” — AFP

Scally’s Gladbach grab a point

BERLIN: USA defender Joe Scally’s stunning
goal with two minutes remaining snatched a 2-2
draw for Borussia Moenchengladbach at home
against Mainz on Friday. Gladbach opened the
scoring through Florian Neuhaus but Mainz nel-
ted in each half, first a spectacular strike from
Brajan Gruda and then a solo effort from Aymen
Barkok, to take the lead with 15 minutes left. Scal-
ly’s late goal, just his second in 65 games with
Gladbach, stole a point for his side, leaving Mainz
winless after seven games. “It was a difficult game
for us. Of course we wanted Lo win, bul Lo gel the
2-2 at the end, of course it's important,” Scally
told DAZN. “I'm very happy to get my first goal of
the season after nol gelling one last year. “It was
a nice goal.” Coming into the match after a first
league win of the season at Bochum, Gladbach
started well, Alassane Plea spurning two clear
chances in the opening 20 minutes. — AFP

Kim Hyo-joo maintains lead

LOS ANGELES: South Korean Kim Hyo-joo fired
four birdies in a three-under par 68 on Friday to
maintain a two-shot lead in The Ascendant LPGA
in Dallas, Texas. The world number seven, who has
five top-five finishes this year but has yet to add to
her tally of five LPGA titles, had a 36-hole total of
10-under par 132, two clear of Paraguay’s Sofia Gar-
cia with Celine Boutier and Lexi Thompson sharing
third another two strokes back on 136. “My shols
were beller than yesterday, but unfortunately the
score wasn'l as good,” said Kim, who teed off on
10 and birdied three in a row at 17, 18 and one. She
added a birdie at the third, but gave that stroke back
at the next hole with her only bogey of the day. “I
did hit the green a lot more, so I'm satisfied with
that,” she said. “I was at the top of the leaderboard
a couple times this season but weekend play hasn't
been as good sometimes. “This week, I'm hoping to
focus more on my play and play as well as [ did on
the first day and today and finish strong.”— AFP
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Top seeds make strong
start Shanghai Masters

Alcaraz and Medvedev sail through to third round

SHANGHALI: Top seeds Carlos Alcaraz and Daniil
Medvedev made strong slarts Lo the Shanghai
Masters on Salurday, both winning in straight sets
to sail through to the third round. Italy’s Jannik Sin-
ner is also through after battling out an intense first
sel - saving four set points - against the United
States’ Marcos Giron. Alcaraz dominated his first
set against 73rd-ranked Gregoire Barrere, winning
it 6-2. But the Frenchman regained ground in the
second, sending 20-year-old Alcaraz scurrying
from side to side of the court.

The world number two kept his cool and drew
ahead towards the sel’s end, finishing it off at 7-5.1
just had one practice and then the match, you know,
i’s kind ol new for me,” Alcaraz said of his Shanghai
debut. “But I felt really well on this court here in
Shanghai, I've been playing great tennis.” Alcaraz
is looking to close the gap on the absent Novak
Djokovic at the top of the rankings with strong per-
formances in China.

Medvedev, the world number three and defend-
ing champion, beat Chile’s Cristian Garin in straight
sels 6-3, 6-3 Lo proceed breezily to the third round.
Garin put up a valiant defense, with several hard-
fought rallies inducing gasps from the crowd, but
ultimately the 98th-ranked player struggled with
the Russian’s relentless pace. “(There’s a) long tour-
nament ahead, with a lot of strong players, starting
from my next malch,” said Medvedev al the end.
“But the goal for sure is Lo try and win this beautiful
trophy one more time.”

Lucky butterfly

Medvedev won the 2019 title, but for the next
three years the tournament was cancelled because of
the COVID-19 pandemic. “I'm definitely happy to be
back in Shanghai,” he said. “I honeslly feel greal and
I want to stay here as long as possible.” Medvedev
is popular with Chinese fans, a chemistry on display
when the indoor match was interrupted briefly af-
Ler a red-and-while butlerfly distracted the Russian
from serving. The crowd giggled as he played up his
surprise for comic effect, before carefully handing
over the insect, which had settled on one of his tennis
balls, to great applause.

“I'm a little bit, not scared of insects, but, like, 1
don't like when they go on me,” Medvedev said at a
press conference afterwards, though he added it was
“perfect for me” upon hearing they were a symbol
of good luck in China. The Russian next plays 26th-
ranked Sebastian Korda, who beat him at their last
meeting. “He was very dominant, in a way, and that’s
how he plays, so it’s going to be interesting for me,”
said Medvedev. “I'm in a good shape now, so I will
try to do better than last time and try to win.”

Sinner prevails
Sinner, who defeated both Alcaraz and Medve-
dev on his way Lo winning the China Open this week,
had a more challenging route Lo the third round in
his Shanghai Masters debut. The world number four
snatched a nail-biting first set 7-6 (9/7), before
coming back strong in the second set for a quick 6-2

SHANGHALI: Daniil Medvedev of Russia hits a return against Cristian Garin of Chile during their men’s sin-
gles match at the Shanghai Masters tennis tournament in Shanghai on October 7, 2023. — AFP

victory.“(Giron) is a very, very good player... The first
set is never easy, | got lucky a little bit but sometimes
you need a bit of luck,” Sinner said after the match.
“In the second set I was able to raise the level a
bit... so I'm very happy with thal.” Fourth seed Ste-

Rugby-mad Fiji
dreams of WCup
knock-out glory

SUVA: Fiji's fairytale World Cup cam-
paign has captured the imagination of
the rugby-mad Pacific nation, where
fans are willing their fleet-fooled rug-
by heroes into the knock-out stages.
An upset win over Australia has left the
Flying Fijians on the verge of making
the quarter-finals of a World Cup for
the first time since 2007. The capital
Suva is buzzing with rugby talk.
Carletta Yee, 16, who captained her
school’s under-18 girls team Lo the fi-
nal of Fiji's national schools competi-
Lion earlier this year, says the form of
the men’s national team has fuelled her
rugby ambitions. “IU’s very inspiration-
al, we didn’t expect them to go that
far,” she told AFP. “They have proved
us wrong and we are all expecling
them to continue to prove us wrong.”
Fiji are the reigning Olympic men’s
Sevens champions. Fijian rugby play-
ers tend to excel at the abbreviated
game with slick handling, fast feel,
crunching tackles and a desire to run
the ball from anywhere—often ending
with outrageous tries. But under head

coach Simon Raiwalui, their 15-a-side
national team has stepped up by
bealing England at Twickenham in a
warm-up game before stunning Eddie
Jones’ Ausltralia 22-15 al the World
Cup and carving out a 17-12 win over
lier-lwo side Georgia.

A narrow nail-biling loss Lo Wales,
decided in the dying seconds, has been
their only World Cup defeat. Fiji need
just one point against Portugal on Sun-
day to confirm second place in Pool C
on the head-to-head rule, having al-
ready bealen Australia. The Fiji Rugby
Union estimates there are 60,000 se-
nior players nationally and Yee is one
ol around 20,000 school children who
play the game. The budding rugby tal-
ent is inspired by how the Flying Fiji-
ans are [aring in France.

‘Role models’

“Qualifying to the knock-oul stag-
es would show the younger players
that it is possible for them to reach
that stage too and play against the
best in the world, because we’ve seen
our players and our role models do it,”
she said. “A lot of the sides the team is
playing against have much better fa-
cilities and more resources, which are
very limited here in Fiji, along with the
level of coaching and development
that our counlry has, but it has never
stopped us.”

LAMI, Fiji: Carletta Yee, who captained her school’s under-18 girls team to the
final of Fiji’s national schools competition earlier this year, poses with a rughy
ball as she sits in her home in Lami. — AFP

On Suva’s streets, quarter-finals talk
is never [ar away. “They can do it, and 1
trust them to do it,” said street vendor
Sairusi Tokaniono, adding that the nar-
row defeat to Wales showed what the
leam can do. “From that game, [ knew
they have what it takes to make it to
the quarter-finals and even beyond.”

At O'Reilly’s, an Irish pub in cen-
tral Suva that shows live rugby on big
screens, manager Wise Liwaiono said

the hot topic was how far the team
will go. He insisted Fiji were unlucky
to lose to the Welsh when veteran
Semi Radradra knocked the ball on in
the dying stages with the try-line at
his mercy. “Everyone knew Fiji won
that game against Wales—that should
have been theirs—and that was when
everyone gol behind them and it sort
of solidified the movement for this
leam,” said Wise. — AFP

Swiatek ends Gauff
win streak to reach

China Open final

BEIJING: World number two Iga Swiatek breezed
into the China Open women'’s final with a one-sid-
ed victory over Coco Gaulf in Beijing on Saturday,
handing the American her first defeat in 17 matches.
Swiatek beat the US Open champion 6-2, 6-3 to
set up a clash with either Elena Rybakina or Li-
udmila Samsonova on Sunday. The Pole seized the
advantage early in the first sel and never gave an
error-plagued, injured Gauff a sniff of getting back
into the match.

Swiatek wasted no time in gaining a double break
of serve and wrapped up the opening set when
Gauff slammed a forehand into the net. The four-time
Grand Slam winner broke again in the opening game
of set two before the match was paused while Gaulff
received treatment for an injury Lo her right shoulder.

BEIJING: Poland’s Iga Swiatek celebrates after beat-
ing USA’s Coco Gauff during their women’s singles
semi-final match of the WTA China Open tennis
tournament in Beijing on October 7, 2023. — AFP

Afterwards, Swiatek picked up where she left off
and sealed the win when the 19-year-old hit yet an-
other forchand into the net. “I feel like I'm playing
less aggressively than past tournaments, and more
solidly... 'm making less mistakes than I did before,”
Swialek said al a news conference after the match.

“Playing against Coco is tough because she’s really
good at keeping the initiative, but she can also play
great in defense,” she said. “You have to really be
patient and ready for her to fight for everything...
when [ felt like the moment was right to push and
play faster, I did.”

Gaulfl had not lost a match since falling to com-
patriot Jessica Pegula in Montreal in August. “I was
feeling (the injury) in the first sel,” Gaull said af-
ter the match. “Its definitely a new experience. I'm
not used to playing with pain in general,” she told
reporters. “When you're experiencing pain... your
whole mind slarts (thinking), ‘Is it serious? Should 1
keep playing or not?”” World number five Rybakina
plays Samsonova, ranked 22nd, in the other semi-fi-
nal on Saturday.

Rybakina eliminated the top-ranked women’s
player and tournament favorite Aryna Sabalenka
in straight sets on Iriday. The China Open is tak-
ing place for the first time since 2019, after Beijing
ended its isolationist zero-COVID policy. The men’s
competition concluded on Wednesday, when Italy’s
Jannik Sinner beal world number three Daniil Med-
vedev in the final. — AFP

Classifieds

fanos Tsitsipas is also through to the next round after
a straightforward job dispatching Australian qualifier
Rinky Hijikata 6-4, 6-2."1 was very confident and very
sure of what I was doing and what I was following and
it worked out pretty well,” Tsitsipas said. — AFP

Japan go {ull
Samurai for a
must-win match

NANTES: Japan have called on their inner Samurai
spirit to take on Argentina in a mouth-watering win-
ner-lakes-all climax to Pool D of the Rugby World
Cup in Nantes on Sunday. England are confirmed as
pool winners, meaning a straight shool-out between
the Brave Blossoms and Los Pumas for second place
and a spol in the quarter-finals, both teams having
lost to the English. “This is going Lo be one of the
biggest games since Jamie’s (Joseph) been coaching
the team. If we lose, it’s the end of us, so that means
we're going into the death zone,” said Japan team
director Yuichiro Fuji.

Fuji said players had been embracing the way of
the warrior in discussing game plans al leam pre-
senlations in the place ol coaches. “It was (prop
Keita) Inagaki this week, and he talked about how
it’s going to be the ‘Samurai Time’, where once we
pull the sword out, it’s going Lo be do or die, and
how we have Lo drop our kalana (sword) on them Lo
defeat them,” Fuji said.

Argentina coach Michael Cheika, who led the
Wallabies to the 2015 final and 2019 quarters, was
typically less melodramatic. “It's a normal week,
important of course. We are ready,” the Australian
deadpanned. “We are clear about our preparation,
our way of playing and also the particular things we
have to prepare for the Japanese team.” Cheika, who
made 11 changes from the team that routed Chile
59-5 Lo revertl o the starling XV that lost 27-10 to
England, added: “They are more than capable of
challenging us in every area. We have Lo challenge
them in every area as well.

“Japan are a very competitive team in every area,
with an attack and defense system that is very differ-
ent from other teams. “Japan were in the quarter-fi-
nals of the last World Cup and we were not. We are
very hungry to be in that position. We know about the
bad Laste of not being there and we really want Lo be
there. We will do our best o be ready.” Japan coach
Joseph said there had been a three-year build-up Lo
Sunday’s match, with the Brave Blossoms largeling a
second successive quarler-final spot after first ad-
vancing to the knock-out phase on home soil in 2019.

“We've just got to go play 80 minutes of rugby
and make sure we play that rugby the best we can
and play our style of rugby,” said Joseph. “It’s like
a quarter-final or semi-final for us already because
the losing team goes home.” Japan’s skills coach Riki
Flutey, the New Zealand-born England and British
and Irish Lion centre, called Argentina “an awesome
team”. “They’re very physical, have a very good
defense - one of the best in the world. They’ve got
dangers all over the field and we know they’ve gol
lots of threats.”— AFP

Clinics & Hospitals

Clinics
Kaizen center 25716707
Rawda 22517733
Adaliya 22517144
Khaldiya 24848075
Kaifan 24849807
Shamiya 24848913
Shuwaikh 24814507
Abdullah Salem 22549134
Nuzha 22526804
Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764
Qadsiya 22515088
Dasmah 22532265
Bneid Al-Gar 22531908
Shaab 22518752

\

~

Qibla 22459381
Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082
Mirqab 22456536
Sharq 22465401
Salmiya 25746401
Hospitals
Sabah Hospital 24812000
Amiri Hospital 22450005
Maternity Hospital 24843100
Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital 25312700
Chest Hospital 24849400
Farwaniya Hospital 24892010
Adan Hospital 23940620
Ibn Sina Hospital 24840300

Change of Name

I, VINITHA ROSHNI D’SOUZA, holder of In-
dian Passport No. X5373929, residing in Ku-
wait at present, hereby declare that henceforth
my name will be read as VINEETHA ROSHNI
D’SOUZA,. (C#4242) - 06-10-2023.

I, SHABNAM FIROZ SHAIKH, holder of Indi-
an Passport No. W4671252 having permanent
(H.No. 48, Flat No. 302, 3rd Floor, Abdul Qa-
dir Madoo Manzil, Bhusor Mohalla, Bhiwan-
di Thane, Maharashtra, INDIA i Pin Code:

~

421302) residing in Kuwait at present hereby
declare that henceforth my name will be read
as SHABNAM AHMED MUSTAFA SHAIKH.
(C#4240) — 05-10-2023

I, Osman Bin Salam S/o: Salam Bin Moham-
med Bin Mahfooz R/o: 23-1-915, Moghalpura,
inside Dowdi Kalyan, Hyd, TS. Passport No:
M9886038, do hereby announce that | have
changed my name to OSMAN BIN SALAM
BIN MAHFOQOZ. For all future record purposes.
(C#4241) — 05-10-2023

J

For labor-related inquiries and complaints:
Call MSAL hotline 128
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Bader Al-Kharafi honors
Asian Games medalists

Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi poses with Kuwaiti Asian Games medalists at Jaber International Stadium during their hon})ring cerembny.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2023

KUWAIT: Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi honored Kuwaiti
athletes who won medals at the 19th Asian Games in
Hangzhou. The honoring took place at Jaber International
Stadium prior to the start of the Zain Premier League der-

8

Bader Al-Kharafi honors Abdﬁllah Al-Turgi AI-Rashidi.

Bader Al-Kharafi honors the Kuwait handball team.

Kuwail’s karatekas win

gold and silver medals

HANGZHOU: Kuwait Karate Team player Fa-
had Al-Ajmi won the third gold medal to Ku-
wail on Saturday, in the 19th Asian Games,
increasing Kuwail's tally to ten medals: three
gold, four silver and three bronze. In a state-
ment to KUNA, champion Fahad Al-Ajmi said
that he won the gold medal after defeating his Jor-
danian counterpart Abdulrahman Al-Musalfta,
with a score of (85) in a strong compet-
itive face-off. He expressed pride in
his achievement and his participation
with the strong Asian compelilors,
dedicating his win to His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad
d  Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness
%  the Crown Prince Shiekh Mishal
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and the Kuwaiti people.
These achievements are a
greal motive to bring more wins
in the upcoming games, added Al-
Ajmi, noling the Kuwail Federation’s
support Lo the game and the efforts of
the accompanying technical team, headed

Fahad Al-Ajmi

by malch between Al-Qadsia and Al-Arabi on Saturday.
Bader Al-Kharafi gifted a Volvo vehicle to each ath-

lete who won a gold medal, $10,000 to each athlete who

won a silver medal and $5,000 Lo each athlete who won

a bronze medal during the Games, in order lo encourage
ICuwait’s athletes to give their best while representing
their country in international competitions.

The ceremony took place in the presence of the Min-

ister of Commerce and Industry and Minister of State for
Youth Affairs Mohammad Al-Aiban, President of Public
Authority for Sport Yousef Al-Baidan and Vice President
of Kuwait Olympic Committee Mohammed Jaffar.

(From left) President of Public Authority for Sport Yousef Al-Baidan, Minister of Commerce and Industry
and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Mohammad Al-Aiban, Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi and Vice President
of the Kuwait Olympic Committee Mohammed Jaffar.

by the team’s technical director Jaber Hammad. Mean-
while, Kuwait’s national karate team player Abdullah
Sha’ban won a silver medal in the under 60-kg Kumite
contest of the 19th Asian Games.

Cricket champions

In another development, India were crowned Asian
Games men’s crickel champions on their first attempt and
without needing o bal Saturday in an anti-climatic f{in-
ish, consigning Alghanistan Lo a third consecutive silver.
India were declared winners of the final under an Asian
Games-specific rule where the higher-ranked team takes
the honors if the match cannol be finished, in this case due
Lo rain. Alghanistan made 112-5 under the floodlights in
Hangzhou belore the wel weather arrived alter 18.2 overs.

With conditions not improving, the final was aban-
doned. Despite the damp ending it completed a golden
double for India aflter they beal Sri Lanka by 19 runs Lo
be crowned women’s champions last week. Twenty20
crickel has been played at the Asian Games Lwice be-
fore, at Guangzhou 2010 and Incheon 2014, with Ban-
gladesh and then Sri Lanka crowned men’s winners.

Afghanistan were runners-up both times, but India
did not take part. Because they were among the high-
er-ranked leams, they both enlered the lournament at
the quarter-final stage in Hangzhou. While India cruised
through their knockout games, against Nepal and Ban-
gladesh, the Afghans had to scrap hard to beat holders

Sri Lanka and then Pakistan. Afghanistan again had to
knuckle down after India won the toss and chose to field,
with a gritty unbeaten 49 from Shahidullah and captain
Gulbadin Naib’s 27 not out ensuring they passed 100.

They faced a fiery introduction with pacemen Shi-
vam Dube and Arshdeep Singh removing openers
Zubaid Akbari and Mohammad Shahzad inside the
first three overs. The needless run-out of Noor
Ali Zadran, going for a light second run in the
next over, compounded their problems after
Ravi Bishnoi's accurate throw from the ropes.
Back-to-back boundaries from Afsar Zazai
finally gol the scoreboard moving as he and
Shahidullah put on 37 for the next wicket.

Bishnoi’s spin broke the partnership
with Zazai bowled for 15, before Shahid-
ullah and Naib shared a 60-run stand, be-
fore rain halted play. In the bronze medal
match, Bangladesh stunned Pakistan when
Rakibul Hasan smashed a boundary off the
final ball to book a six-wicket win. Paki-
stan managed only 48-1 off five overs be-
fore rain halted play, with Bangladesh set a
revised target of 65 under the DLS (Duck-
worth-Lewis-Stern) method. They reached
it with four wickets down in dramatic fashion,
with Hasan’s heroics sparking wild scenes
from the Bangladesh team. — Agencies

" Abdullah Sha’ban
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