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Handballers, karateka win bronze
Kuwait congratulates 2030 World Cup cohost Morocco, supports Saudi 2034 bid

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti national handball team won 
a bronze medal on Thursday by defeating Japan 
with a score of 31-30 in the third-place match at 
the 19th Asian Games in Hangzhou. The national 
team played the third-place match after losing to 
Qatar in the semifinals, while Japan lost to Bahrain. 
Kuwait’s national handball team had not reached 
the semifinals of the Asian Games since 2006, when 
they grabbed the gold medal after winning the final 
match against the host country Qatar. 

Also on Thursday, Kuwaiti karateka Salman 
Al-Mousawi won the bronze medal in the indi-
vidual kata competition of the 2022 Asian Games. 
Mousawi defeated Iraqi karateka Pinar Mustafa to 

raise Kuwait’s tally to eight medals — two gold, 
three silver and three bronze. In a statement to 
KUNA, President of the Kuwait Karate Federation 
Fayez Al-Daihani expressed his pride in Mousa-
wi’s distinguished victory, adding he expects more 
medals by Kuwaiti players in the upcoming com-
petitions, considering their distinguished perfor-
mance. He stressed the federation is working con-
tinuously to achieve the best results in all major 
tournaments, noting the efforts of Mousawi, his 
teammates and the technical and administrative 
staff in achieving this victory. 

Member of the Board of Directors of Kuwait 
Olympic Committee and director of the Kuwaiti 

delegation participating in the Asian Games, Fati-
ma Hayat, said a great amount of effort between 
the authorities responsible for Kuwaiti sports and 
the high directives of HH the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah have helped 
Kuwaiti players win at the games. She expressed 
happiness with the achievements made by the Ku-
waiti champions as they obtained two new bronze 
medals. Both Daihani and Hayat dedicated these 
achievements to Kuwait and its political leadership.

Meanwhile, Kuwait on Thursday congratulated 
Morocco after FIFA’s approval of a bid by Mo-
rocco, Spain and Portugal to jointly host the 2030 
World Cup. The Kuwaiti foreign ministry said in 

a press release that Kuwait completely trusts the 
kingdom’s ability to host a successful edition of 
the key world championship, regarding this as an 
international recognition of its special status. The 
ministry wished the three countries best of luck in 
hosting this significant sports event.

Kuwait also voiced its welcome and support for 
Saudi Arabia’s bid to host the 2034 World Cup. The 
foreign ministry said in a press release that Kuwait 
completely backs Saudi efforts to host this champi-
onship, which reflect the comprehensive develop-
ment of the kingdom and Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) countries, enabling them to organize various 
international sports activities. – KUNA

HANGZHOU:  Bronze medalist team Kuwait handball players (left) and bronze medalist Kuwaiti karateka Salman Al-Mousawi (right) pose during medal ceremonies during the 2022 Asian Games on Oct 5, 2023. — AFP/KUNA

More than 100
killed in Syria
drone attack
QAMISHLI, Syria: A drone attack Thurs-
day on a Syrian military academy in govern-
ment-held Homs killed more than 100 people 
including at least 14 civilians, a war monitor 
said, revising up a previous toll. The Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights, a Britain-based 
group with a vast network of sources in the 
war-torn country, reported “more than 100 
dead, around half of them military graduates, 
and including 14 civilians”, with more than 125 
others wounded.

In Homs, “armed terrorist organizations” 
targeted “the graduation ceremony for officers 
of the military academy”, an army statement 
carried by official news agency SANA said, re-
porting casualties. The attack was carried out 
with “explosive-laden drones”, according to the 
military statement. The general command of the 
army and the armed forces decried the “cow-
ardly... unprecedented” attack and said it would 
“respond with full force”, the statement added. 
The Syrian government retook full control of 
Homs, Syria’s third-largest city, in 2017.

In the rebel-held Idlib region, residents re-
ported wide and heavy regime bombardment. 
The Idlib rebel bastion in Syria’s northwest is 
controlled by Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS). 

Continued on Page 6

September was
hottest month
yet on record
PARIS: Last month was the hottest September on re-
cord by an “extraordinary” margin as the world flirts 
dangerously with breaching a key warming limit, the 
EU climate monitor said on Thursday. Much of the 
world sweltered through unseasonably warm weather 
in September, in a year expected to be the hottest in 
human history and after the warmest-ever global tem-
peratures during the Northern Hemisphere summer.

September’s average surface air temperature of 
16.38 degrees Celsius was 0.93C above the 1991-
2020 average for the month and 0.5C above the pre-
vious 2020 record, the Copernicus Climate Change 
Service (C3S) said in a report. 

Norway playwright
Jon Fosse wins
literature Nobel

STOCKHOLM: Norway’s Jon Fosse, whose plays 
are among the most widely staged of any contem-
porary playwright in the world, won the Nobel prize 
in literature on Thursday. Sometimes compared to 
Samuel Beckett — another Nobel-winning play-
wright — his work is minimalistic, relying on simple 
language which delivers its message through rhythm, 
melody and silence. The Swedish Academy said the 
64-year-old was honored “for his innovative plays 
and prose which give voice to the unsayable”.

Fosse’s writing is defined more by form than con-
tent, where what is not said is often more reveal-
ing than what is. “I am overwhelmed and grateful. I 
see this as an award to the literature that first and 
foremost aims to be literature, without other con-
siderations,” Fosse said in a statement. Speaking to 
Norwegian public broadcaster NRK, he said he was 
“surprised but also not”, after his name had been 
mentioned in Nobel speculation for several years.

The chairman of the Nobel committee, Anders 
Olsson, told reporters Fosse had come to be regard-
ed as an innovator through his “ability to evoke... loss 
of orientation, and how this paradoxically can pro-
vide access to a deeper experience, close to

Continued on Page 6

Jon Fosse

Temperature records are normally broken by 
much smaller margins closer to one-tenth of a de-
gree. The report said the figure was “the most anom-
alous warm month” in its dataset going back to 1940 
and around 1.75C hotter than the September aver-
age in the 1850-1900 pre-industrial period.

“We’ve been through the most incredible Sep-
tember ever from a climate point of view. It’s just 
beyond belief,” C3S director Carlo Buontempo told 
AFP. “Climate change is not something that will hap-
pen 10 years from now. Climate change is here.” 
The unprecedented September temperatures “have 
broken records by an extraordinary amount”, added 
C3S deputy director Samantha Burgess.

Global average temperatures from January to 
September were 1.4 degrees Celsius higher than 
1850-1900, almost breaching the 1.5C warming goal 
of the 2015 Paris Agreement, C3S reported. That 
threshold was the more ambitious target of the ac-
cord and is seen as essential to avoid the most 

Continued on Page 6

Iraqis marvel at
ancient Iraq in
‘Assassin’s Creed’
BAGHDAD: Iraqi gamers celebrated the release 
Thursday of the latest instalment of the “Assassin’s 
Creed” action-adventure saga, set in ninth century 
Baghdad during the Abbasid Caliphate. In the game, 
the hooded and stealthy hero fights his way through 
an ancient maze of alleyways, souks and rooftops, 
rendered in loving detail with what its creators say 
is the help of historical sources. The central charac-
ter, pickpocket turned master assassin Basim, speaks 
classical Arabic in “Assassin’s Creed Mirage”, the 
13th edition of the wildly popular franchise published 
by France-based Ubisoft.

“We were waiting for a game that shows Arab and 
Islamic culture, the culture and history of Iraq and this 
region, which does not just consist of wars and ter-
rorism,” said one instant fan, Mohammed Bashir. Sit-
ting in a Baghdad Internet cafe, surrounded by fellow 

BAGHDAD: A man plays the newly released video 
game ‘Assassin’s Creed Mirage’ in a cybercafe on 
Oct 4, 2023. — AFP

gamers, the 30-year-old graphic designer marveled 
at the 3D depictions of ancient Iraq and Baghdad.

As the story unfolds and Basim bloodily dispatch-
es a long lineup of foes, the real star is the setting, 
resplendent with turquoise mosaic domes, carpet 
sellers and lush oasis towns. “There’s Iraqi music!” 
exclaimed one young man in the room, lit dimly

Continued on Page 6
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Lycée Français de Koweït students
visit Kuwait Times, Kuwait News

By Ghadeer Ghloum

KUWAIT: Kuwait Times and Kuwait News wel-
comed high school press club students from Lycée 
Français de Koweït on Thursday. Public Relations 
and CSR Manager Jana Alnaqeeb took the stu-
dents on a tour around the building and its depart-
ments, where the students were informed about 
the work in each section.

Starting with the editorial section, the students met 
Sahar Moussa and Ahmed Jabr from the social media 

team and reporter Ghadeer Ghloum, who distributed 
copies of Kuwait Times’ first edition and explained to 
them that all the content they see on social media or 
read in Kuwait Times comes from the work that takes 
place in the editorial section. The students had mul-
tiple interesting questions with regards to journalism 
for their press club at school that were answered by 
the Kuwait Times’ team.

Content creator Dhoha Alessa prepared a project 
at the studio for the students to share their thoughts 
about anxiety, which is an important topic that reso-

nates the most with their age group. The Internet and 
comparison on social media makes young individuals 
suffer panic attacks at a young age. During their time 
in the studio, eight students shared their thoughts and 
personal experiences with anxiety and panic attacks. 

The students then traveled back to the past as they 
toured Kuwait Times’ archives to take a look at the 
old versions of the newspaper. They later went to the 
printing press, where the team explained to them the 
newspaper’s printing process. The students also got a 
chance to meet Kuwait Times’ kittens!

Group picture of Lycée Français de Koweït students and Kuwait Times and Kuwait News’ team. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Kuwait Times’ reporting team explaining the students about the editorial section. Kuwait Times’ team displaying the archives to students.
Lycée Français de Koweït students discussing the 
meaning of anxiety at Kuwait Times’ Studio.

Students show the copies of Kuwait Times’ first publication. Students visit the printing section. Students play with Kuwait Times’ kittens.

Education Minister
commends teachers
KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Minister of Education and 
Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research, 
Dr Adel Al-Mane, commended teachers on Thursday 
for their dedication and efforts to prepare and educate 
future generations. “It is our collective duty to hold our 
teachers in high esteem,” said Dr Al-Mane during the 
ministry’s celebration of World Teachers Day, affirming 
the importance of this annual commemoration to show 

Minister of Education Dr Adel Al-Mane talking to stu-
dents during World Teachers’ Day celebration. — KUNA

Minister of Education Dr Adel Al-Mane and minis-
try’s official take a group photo during World Teach-
ers’ Day celebration.

EU’s Di Maio
visits Kuwait
KUWAIT: The EU Special Repre-
sentative for the Gulf Region Luigi Di 
Maio arrived in Kuwait this evening 
in an official visit. During the visit, 
he will meet the National Assembly 
Speaker Ahmad Al-Saadoun and the 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Sheikh Jarrah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. He 
will also meet the Secretary General 
of the Supreme Council for Planning 
and Development Khaled Mahdi and 
the Deputy Chairman and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of Kuwait Petroleum 
Corporation Sheikh Nawaf Saud 
Al-Nasser Al-Sabah.

This is Di Maio’s first trip to Ku-
wait since he was appointed as the 
first EU Special Representative for 
the Gulf Region. Upon arrival, he 
said: “I look forward to discussing a 
wide range of subjects with the Ku-
waiti officials including regional se-
curity, energy, climate change, green 
and digital transition, trade and in-
vestment, research, education in ad-
dition to women and youth empow-
erment. I am pleased that my visit to 
Kuwait comes few days before the 
27th EU-GCC Ministerial Meeting 
in Oman, which is a key milestone for 
implementing our strategic partner-
ship. The EU and its Member States 
are keen to have a real partnership 
with the Gulf based on dialogue, re-
spect and results.” 

Commenting on the visit, Anne 
Koistinen, EU Ambassador-Designate 
to Kuwait said: “The visit of the EU 
Special Representative for the Gulf to 
Kuwait shows the European Union’s 
growing relations with Kuwait and our 
sincere wish to build on this strong 
partnership. EU will remain a close 
and reliable friend to Kuwait. The fact 
that EU appointed a dedicated Special 
Representative for the Gulf Region 
shows that the EU is keen on boosting 
its relations with Gulf countries includ-

ing Kuwait.  It is worth noting that the 
recent easing of travel requirements 
for Kuwaitis wishing to visit Schengen 
countries will strengthen contacts and 
mutual understanding between the 
peoples in both Kuwait and the EU.” 
The visit of the EU Special Represen-
tative to Kuwait shows that the EU 
wants to become Kuwait’s partner 
of choice as the EU has a lot to offer 
Kuwait on many subjects, in particular 
that of climate change and just transi-
tion to a greener economy.

appreciation and gratitude for their hard work. The 
Expo 965 team for heritage and craft exhibitions and 
Kuwaiti innovators, as well as a number of boy and girl 
scouts, participated in the celebration.

World Teachers’ Day is held annually on Octo-
ber 5 to celebrate all teachers around the globe. It 
commemorates the anniversary of the adoption of 
the 1966 ILO/UNESCO Recommendation concern-
ing the Status of Teachers, which sets benchmarks 
regarding the rights and responsibilities of teachers 
and standards for their initial preparation and further 
education, recruitment, employment, and teaching 
and learning conditions. — KUNA



By Majd Othman 

KUWAIT: In a recent decision ap-
proved by the government, the re-
quirement for an official office space 
in order to license small businesses in 
the country has been withdrawn. This 
marks a progressive and supportive 
step that has been officially approved 
to provide monthly financial sup-
port to citizens who own freelance or 
home-based projects.

This step is aimed at encouraging 
local entrepreneurs to create their 
own small businesses instead of re-
lying solely on government jobs. It is 
expected to bring multiple benefits to 
the country on various levels. Firstly, it 
will reduce the burden on the public 
sector as fewer citizens will need to 
seek government employment. Addi-
tionally, it will stimulate the business 
market, contributing to the overall fi-
nancial development of the country. 

Furthermore, it opens up opportuni-
ties for new sectors to enter the mar-
ket, whether in industry, entertainment 
or other progressive fields.

To provide a more detailed per-
spective, small and medium enter-
prises (SMEs) in Kuwait are typically 
categorized based on the number of 
employees, asset size and revenues. 
SMEs are defined as establishments 
with fewer than 50 Kuwaiti employ-
ees, an asset base worth less than KD 
500,000 and revenues not exceeding 
KD 1.5 million. The new decision ex-
tends its support to a different cat-
egory of small businesses, including 
home-based or freelance businesses, 
which will now be eligible for the gov-
ernment’s labor support.

A 2020 report published by Al-
Markaz revealed that, prior to the 
pandemic, small and medium-sized 
businesses accounted for 90 percent 
of the companies in the Kuwaiti mar-

ket. With the growing number of free-
lancers and home business owners, 
the country has taken this progres-
sive step to better support and orga-
nize the work of these entrepreneurs, 
many of whom have achieved interna-
tional success in various fields such as 
reporting, photography, videography 
and other specialized careers.

Ali Al-Aradi, a budding entrepre-
neur entering the business market, 
expressed his excitement about this 
important step. He believes it will not 
only provide financial benefits but also 
create a supportive environment, sig-
naling positive changes for business 

owners in Kuwait. He pointed out that 
Kuwait’s market has been experienc-
ing enterprise migration due to unfa-
vorable business conditions.

However, with the government’s 
swift actions, many entrepreneurs 
and small business owners are like-
ly to stay in the country and focus 
on growing their businesses. He 
concluded by emphasizing the im-
portance of persistence and conti-
nuity in this endeavor, particularly 
for new projects in sectors such as 
entertainment, food and beverage 
and imports, which will undoubtedly 
rejuvenate the market.

CAIRO: Sheikha Jawaher Ibrahim Al-Sabah, Assis-
tant Minister of Foreign Affairs for Human Rights 
Affairs, on Thursday extolled the Arab countries’ 
efforts aiming to empower women to play a role in 
mediation and peacekeeping. Speaking to KUNA in 
a statement at the end of a training session on female 
mediation organized by the Arab League, Sheikha 
Jawaher said that the session focused on enhancing 
the capabilities of the members of the Arab Network 
for Women and the challenges facing the Arab world.

She added that the session shed light on means 
of involving women in addressing the causes of con-
flict, mainly related to climate change. Sheikha Jawa-
her, a member of the network, referred to the fact 
that there are basic links among the conflicts over 
resources, climate change, and the session’s topics. 
There are important matters that deserve research 
as they interpret UN Resolution 1,325 on women, 
peace, and security, she said.

She commended the Arab League’s keenness 
to highlight the role of women in playing a medi-
ation role and taking part in negotiations that lead 
to peace and national reconciliations. The five-day 

session adopted an interactive approach during 
practical trainings and solving cases related to nat-
ural resources, conflicts, and climate change and 
its repercussions, she elaborated. Sheikha Jawaher 

pointed out that the session is a pioneering ini-
tiative for Arab female diplomats that helps them 
share expertise in preventing conflicts and achiev-
ing peaceful settlements. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Higher Education has 
stressed the importance of awareness and guid-
ance on the mechanism of providing unified national 
tests to measure the abilities of 12th grade students 
wishing to apply for admissions into the medical and 

engineering specialties. The ministry said in a press 
release on Wednesday that, on the directives of the 
Minister of Education and the Minister of Higher Ed-
ucation and Scientific Research, Dr Adel Al-Mane, a 
number of educational meetings will be held for 12th 
grade students in all educational districts in joint 
coordination with foreign missions and the general 
secretariat of the council of private universities.

He stated that these meetings are aimed at pro-
viding all information about the procedures of the 
unified national tests and their instructions and to re-
spond to students’ inquiries. He pointed out that the 
enlightenment meetings will last for two weeks and 

include all students from public and private schools.
Parents of 12th grade students wishing to apply 

for admission into engineering and medical special-
ties will be invited on the 9th and 10th of this month 
to attend the enlightenment meeting so as to direct 
any inquiries related to the unified national test. The 
national test project is one of the most important 
development projects in the country. It is includ-
ed in the government’s work program 2027-2023 
and aims to achieve the highest levels of education 
quality, raise the level of higher education, and en-
sure the principles of justice, equality, and equal 
opportunities. — KUNA
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Online flesh trade booming
Websites, apps making it easier to strike deals
By Chidi Emmanuel and 
Ghadeer Ghloum

KUWAIT: While surfing the web and 
social media sites, one can easily view 
some advertisements popping up. This is 
not a regular advertisement, but that of 
prostitutes. They are neither advertising 
electronics nor material products on sale; 
they are rather showcasing pretty ladies 
who are making money with their bodies. 
Advancement in technology has trig-
gered the game-changing discovery of 
how people use the Internet to conduct 
their business, be it legal or illegal.

Just like other businesses, sex work-
ers in Kuwait advertise their businesses 
online. Special websites and apps are al-
lowing information to flow between buy-
ers and sellers, making it easier to strike 
mutually satisfactory deals. “How many 
girls do you want, and for how many 
days?” one online pimp asked a Kuwait 
Times reporter who disguised himself 
as a potential customer. As Kuwait’s se-
curity operatives keep clamping down 
on prostitutes, gangs, and pimps, on the 
other hand, are cleverly devising ways to 
stay in the prostitution business.

Business is booming online, with the 
supply side (prostitutes themselves) 
wooing their customers in an unconven-

tional way. Unlike other countries, prosti-
tutes don’t line up in the open streets and 
wait for potential customers. Prostitutes 
and punters have always looked for ways 
to find each other. In Kuwait, the deal is 
now done in a coded manner—through a 
pimp or online.

“Do you have available rooms for five 
people?” another online prostitute in-
quired, adding that we can be paid only in 
cash or online. “Are you Kuwaiti or Amer-
ican? Which nationality?, she asked re-
peatedly. When asked why the questions 
were asked, she replied, “Kuwaitis and 
Westerners pay more. Although it is risky 
to deal with Kuwaitis (because some of 
them are police), they pay very well.” On 
another social media platform, the Ku-
wait Times spotted a poster of a group 
of ladies with some price tags. “The pric-

es depend on the ages. The younger the 
lady, the higher the service charge,” one 
of the ladies said.

Law enforcers and other opponents of 
prostitution say that the practice endan-
gers vulnerable ladies who could fall prey 
to pimps, thus breeding criminal activi-
ties and drug use. “Most of these ladies 
(doing prostitution) are victims of visa 
trafficking. Some of them are run-away 
housemaids who have been badly abused 
by their sponsors. They are stuck in the 
middle of nowhere and could do anything 
to survive. Without legal documents, 
money, and proper guidelines, they end-
ed up in the hands of pimps and went into 
prostitution,” Omar Ahmed, a legal prac-
titioner, told the Kuwait Times.

There are weekly reports on the arrests 
of women, men, and pimps who provide 

sex for sale, prompting even more discus-
sion about the best way to combat the sex 
trade. “Arrest, jail, and deportations are not 
enough. The government needs to tackle 
the issues of visa trading, human traffick-
ing, and human rights abuses. Also, prop-
er counseling and awareness campaigns 
about the dangers of prostitution have be-
come very necessary,” Ahmed added.

There are different types of online sex 
and harlotry. There is cyber sex, which is 
a virtual sex encounter via the internet 
or cell phone that doesn’t involve per-
son-to-person contact. It’s also known 
as internet sex, computer sex, netsex, or 
cybering. Some prostitutes are now using 
social media apps and websites to lure 
their customers for cybersex. “With on-
line apps, you can pay with online coins, 
super chats, and gifts. The lady can do 

what you ask her to do within the agreed 
time,” Fahad A explained.

“Kuwait has been a leading destination 
for many expats to work, while at the same 
time making it a breeding ground for many 
criminals who take advantage of some 
gullible expats. Some of these sponsors 
bring these ladies and pimps to Kuwait in 
exchange for huge sums of money with-
out providing them with jobs. It is sad to 
say that some of these victims of human 
trafficking become helpless with little or 
no options left,” Sultan Al-Shimali, a Ku-
waiti lawyer, said. “Both prostitution and 
its direct link to human trafficking are con-
sidered serious crimes under Kuwaiti laws. 
Anyone who finds themselves in such acts 
should seek official help or contact the au-
thorities,” he advised.

Ministry underscores 
importance of unified 
national tests

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Higher Education organizes a number of meetings 
for 12th grade students in all districts to discuss the mechanism of unified 
national tests.

News in Brief

120th GCC meeting

KUWAIT: Minister of Finance Fahad Al-Jarallah 
took part on Thursday in the 120th meeting of the 
GCC committee of financial and economic coop-
eration, hosted by the Omani capital Muscat. The 
Ministry of Finance said in a statement that the 
ministers and officials who took part in the meeting 
took a number of decisions “compatible with the 
council leaders’ vision for increasing coordination 
and cooperation and cementing the bonds” among 
the GCC member states. They also examined is-
sues such as outcome of the 81st meeting of the 
central committee of the GCC central banks gov-
ernors, results of the fifth meeting of the board of 
the GCC custom authority, in addition to endors-
ing the final draft of the regulations for exempting 
industrial products from tariffs. — KUNA

143 suspects arrested

KUWAIT: Officials from the Ministry of Interior 
have arrested 143 residency violators and outlaws. 
The suspects include 10 beggars, seven street 
vendors, and wanted persons. Six people were de-
tained for running an unlicensed restaurant. Mean-
while, 25 bottles of local liquor and homemade 
wine were seized.

Drug dealer confesses

KUWAIT: In an unprecedented incident at the 
Criminal Court, a Kuwaiti drug dealer confessed 
to smuggling 50 kilograms of hashish after he was 
charged. “I am the one who brought these drugs, 
and I know that my punishment is either death or 
life imprisonment. I am 50 years old, and I want to 
admit that the three defendants do not know any-
thing about drugs,” the defendant said.
 

6,000 register for hajj

KUWAIT: More than 6,000 people have regis-
tered on the hajj platform for the next season since 
its opening last Sunday. Registration will continue 
until November 10 and is for those who meet the 
conditions. The Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Af-
fairs confirmed that registration will be closed af-
ter the 10th of November, so that applicants will be 
screened and selected according to the specified 
conditions, and then an exhibition will be held that 
includes hajj campaigns approved by the ministry. 
The ministry added that the pilgrims who are nomi-
nated can choose the campaign that suits their needs 
and desires and determine the appropriate mecha-
nism to pay the fees after paying 25 percent of the 
amount to ensure registration in the campaign.

Liquor smuggler jailed

KUWAIT: The Cassation Court refrained from 
sentencing a citizen but sentenced a Filipino to three 
years and four months in jail and deportation after 
serving the sentence for smuggling a large quanti-
ty of liquor from a Gulf country. The banned items 
were hidden inside the yacht of a famous personal-
ity while he was outside the country. The incident 
happened on May 20, 2022, when a large quantity 
of liquor was confiscated aboard a yacht belonging 
to a suspect who is well known on Snapchat. The 
suspect was later released on KD 5,000 bail. Earli-
er, the Filipino captain denied any connection with 
the confiscated liquor but later confessed that the 
liquor was for personal use and not for sale.

Medical center closed

KUWAIT: The Health Ministry, through its Medi-
cines Inspection Department, was able to seize sev-
eral items at a medical center in Salmiya. The Min-
istry of Health is keen to continuously monitor the 
circulation of medicines and services provided to 
honorable citizens and residents. The ministry closed 
down the medical center and referred the operators 
to the competent authorities. The inspection team 
was able to uncover a number of secret stores that 
are not licensed. These stores do not meet the re-
quirements for storage and general hygiene. 

Kuwait lauds efforts 
to empower women

Sheikha Jawaher Ibrahim Al-Sabah is pictured during a training session on female mediation organized by 
the Arab League. — KUNA

Progressive steps to maintain 
freelance business market



KUWAIT: Scientific research is essential to fighting 
skin disorders in children, Kuwait’s Health Minister 
Dr. Ahmad Al-Awadhi said on Wednesday, citing the 
matter as among his ministry’s perennial concerns. 
As part of efforts to provide quality healthcare ser-
vices to nationals, the health ministry is eager to col-
laborate with regional and global healthcare bodies, 
the minister told the inaugural regional conference 
on child dermatological disorders. At the gathering, 
he expressed hope it would provide a platform for 
participating dermatologists to share their know-
how with one another, which would subsequently 
lead to further “breakthroughs” in the field, the min-

ister underlined.
Discussing some of 

the most prevalent skin 
ailments in children, the 
conference’s chief or-
ganizer and head of the 
ministry’s dermatolo-
gy department, Dr. Atlal 
Al-Lafi, pinpointed ecze-
ma as the most common, 
saying most children who 
develop skin diseases 
have been found to be 
genetically susceptible. 
On the common objec-
tives for the gathering, 
she said the use of the 
most cutting-edge treatment methods in the field of 
dermatology will be discussed, in addition to the po-
tential psychological effects skin orders could have 
on children. — KUNA

ABU DHABI: A delegation from the Kuwait Busi-
ness Council (KBC) met on Wednesday with the 
Chairman of the Abu Dhabi Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (ADCCI), Abdullah Al-Mazouei, to 
discuss ways of enhancing cooperation in various 
fields and facilitating Kuwaiti investments in the 
United Arab Emirates. The discussions also dealt 
with cooperation with UAE private sector investors 
in ways that could serve the common interests of 
both sister countries, KBC Chairman Feras Al-Sa-
lem told KUNA following the meeting. “KBC seeks 

to expand Kuwaiti investments in the UAE, particu-
larly in the area of technology, and open new hori-
zons of cooperation between the private sectors of 
both countries,” he noted.

Al-Salem praised as constructive the coop-
eration shown by the UAE side with the Kuwait 
Business Council in Dubai and the Kuwaiti private 
sector investors, citing the provision of a suitable 
environment for investment in all fields in the UAE. 
“The UAE helps Kuwaiti investors and entrepre-
neurs tap into the promising opportunities for 
expanding their businesses regionally,” he add-
ed. The meeting gathered KBC treasurer Mishal 
Al-Fors and Chairman of the UAE Federation of 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FCCI), Hu-
maid Ben Salem. — KUNA

GENEVA: Kuwait on Thursday reiterated its unwaver-
ing support for the Palestinian people to achieve their 
legitimate rights. This came during Kuwait’s speech, de-
livered by its permanent representative to the UN and 
other international organizations in Geneva, Ambassa-
dor Nasser Al-Hain, to the Human Rights Council, which 
discussed the situation in Palestine and other Arab ter-
ritories occupied by Zionists.

Al-Hain said, “While the world celebrates the 75th 
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, 75 years have passed since the Nakba of the 
Palestinian people.” He added, “Kuwait condemns in the 
strongest terms the repetitive violations targeting the 
Palestinian people by the occupying forces.” Al-Hain 
urged the international community to take responsibil-
ity for ending these violations, hold those responsible 
accountable, and find a solution to the Palestinian issue.

Occupation forces shot dead two Palestinians on 
Thursday in the city of Tulkarm and injured four others 
in Nablus, said Palestine’s Ministry of Health. In a press 
release, the ministry said that the General Authority of 
Civil Affairs reported that Hudhayfah Fares, 27, and Ab-
dalrahman Atta, 23, were killed after their vehicle was 
targeted near the village of Shufa, south of Tulkarm.

Witnesses told Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) that the 
occupation forces prevented ambulances from reaching 
the casualties. Four Palestinians were injured and oth-
ers suffocated during clashes with the occupation forc-
es after raiding the city of Nablus to secure the settlers’ 
storming of Joseph’s Tomb. The Palestinian news agency 
reported earlier that hundreds of settlers stormed Al-Aq-
sa Mosque under the protection of Zionist forces, which 
denied Palestinians access to the mosque. — KUNA
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Established 1961 
Marking 47th anniversary, KUNA commits to 
professional and responsible media message
Kuwait News Agency keeps abreast of cutting-edge technology
KUWAIT: Kuwait News Agency 
(KUNA) marks the 47th anniversary 
of its establishment on Friday by re-
stating its commitment to delivering 
its professional and responsible media 
message, maintaining credibility and 
objectivity, and keeping abreast of 
cutting-edge technology. Since it was 
founded on October 6, 1976, Kuwait’s 
official news agency has been striving 
to revamp its media services, boosting 
its national staff’s capabilities, estab-
lishing its regional and world status, 
and highlighting Kuwaiti issues and 
activities at home and abroad.

KUNA was established under an 
Amiri decree with the goal of gath-
ering and generating news for distri-
bution to individuals and media in-
stitutions, providing them with news 
reports in an objective and unbiased 
manner. In March 1978, KUNA started 
local transmission for six hours per day 
and doubled it in June to 12 hours and 
then 16 in October, while Arabic trans-
mission was launched in November 
1978 for three hours before increasing 
broadcasting time to 12 hours a day. In 
November 1979, the agency launched 
a special bulletin for Kuwaiti embas-
sies abroad, providing news services 
to 38 embassies and consulates.

In January 1980, KUNA began 
local transmission in English for four 
hours a day, increasing it to eight 
hours a day in February 1981. It then 
boosted English local and foreign 
broadcasting hours to nine and four a 
day in January 1982. During the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait in August 1990, 
Iraqi army forces seized the agency’s 
equipment and archives and sent them 
to Baghdad. However, thanks to its 
national staff, the agency managed to 
re-operate and transmit its news re-
ports in October 1990 through its of-

fice in the British capital, London. The 
agency had reported a total of 16,110 
news stories until November 1991. 

Following the liberation of Kuwait 
in February 1991, the agency returned 
to its main headquarters in Kuwait 
on November 15 of the same year. It 
was honored to broadcast the libera-
tion news, with its cameramen having 
documented the country’s devastation 
caused by the Iraqi occupation forces. 
In 1992, it began to depend on a net-
work of its correspondents in Arab and 
foreign capitals, covering Kuwaiti main 
events and activities abroad.

The agency invented a new trend in 
1992 for choosing the year’s personali-
ty, whether an individual or institution, 
as a model for others to follow in view 
of serving humanity, spreading peace, 
and achieving a better life for human-
ity. The agency then launched its SMS 
news service in 1994 in a bid to deliver 
local, Arab, and world news stories to 
subscribers through its phone number, 
120, round the clock. Out of its belief 
in the significance of staff training, 
KUNA launched a media training cen-
ter in 1995 with a view to upgrading 
the capabilities of media staff in both 
the public and private sectors, along 
with Gulf media figures.

On March 31, 1997, the late Kuwaiti 
Minister of Information, Sheikh Saud 
Nasser Al-Sabah, inaugurated the 
new building of the agency in Kuwait 
City’s Shuwaikh area to commence a 
fresh shift in its developed services. 
Having launched its website to cope 
with media technology, the site came 
second on the list of the best govern-
ment sites in Kuwait in 2006. In 2011, 
KUNA announced a new service giv-
ing people access to its news stories 
in both Arabic and English through so-
cial media, and in 2012, a new website 

covering news and informative ser-
vices as well as photographic archives 
was launched.

The agency, further, began in 2014 
to publish a quarterly magazine high-
lighting Kuwait’s major events, ancient 
and modern facilities, development 
plans, and future projects. In the same 
year, KUNA Al-Sagheer, a children’s 
periodical, was published at the advent 
of the new school year in a bid to boost 
children’s media knowledge.

Furthermore, a French bulletin was 
launched in 2018 as part of KUNA’s 
plan to develop its news services, 
while its Arabic and English sites were 
updated in order to keep abreast of 
internet technological advancement. 
In 2016, the agency won the best Arab 
news agency award from a Lebanese 
newspaper thanks to its credible and 
objective coverage of local, regional, 
and international events. In 2018, it 
was also given the Sharjah Govern-
ment Communication Award.

Since its inception, the Kuwaiti 
agency has committed itself to pro-
moting and developing its relations 
with media organizations from differ-
ent world countries. In 2000, KUNA 
joined the Organization of Asia-Pacific 
News Agencies (OANA) and effec-
tively participated in a summit of world 
news agencies in Moscow in 2004. Last 
May, Kuwait News Agency launched its 
space on the Spatial Metaverse plat-
form, the first step of its kind amongst 
news agencies in the region.

On May 4, it launched its first vir-
tual news anchor. Barjas Al-Barjas 
was the agency’s board chairman and 
director general from 1976 to 1992. 
Youssef Al-Sumait held the post be-
tween 1992 and 1998. Mohammad 
Al-Ujairi took over from 1998 to 2006. 
Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij Al-Sabah 
was appointed chairman and director 
general between 2006 and 2018, while 
Dr Fatma Al-Salem has taken the helm 
since November 9, 2022. — KUNA

Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) building

Research ‘key to 
stave off child 
skin disorders’

Dr. Atlal Al-Lafi

Kuwait’s Health Minister Dr Ahmad Al-Awadhi opens the exhibition. — KUNA photos

Kuwait reiterates 
unwavering support 
for Palestinian issues

Permanent representative to the UN and other in-
ternational organizations in Geneva, Ambassador 
Nasser Al-Hain

KBC, ADCCI discuss 
joint investment

ABU DHABI: A delegation from Kuwait Business Council (KBC) meets with the Chairman of Abu Dhabi 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ADCCI) Abdullah Al-Mazouei to discuss ways of enhancing 
cooperation.- KUNA
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Russian strike kills 51 in Ukraine
Moscow to build naval base in breakaway Georgian region
GROZA: A Russian strike on Thursday killed at 
least 51 people gathered for a wake in an eastern 
Ukrainian village in what a UN official called a “hor-
rifying” attack. Footage published by the Ukrainian 
police showed a large area of smoking rubble and 
several bodies being taken away by emergency 
workers in the village of Groza.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky post-
ed an image of a woman kneeling over the body of 
someone apparently killed in the strike, with other 
corpses around her. The mourners were in a cafe 
and there were also victims in a shop in the same 
building in the village, which has a population of 
330 people, in the northeastern region of Kharkiv. 
“A memorial service for a deceased fellow villager 
was being held,” Interior Minister Igor Klymenko 
said on TV. He said a six-year-old child was among 
the victims, adding that a total of 60 people had 
been attending the wake.

Groza is located more than 30 kilometers (18 
miles) from the frontline town of Kupiansk in an area 
where Russian forces have been pushing to recap-
ture territory they lost to Ukrainian troops last year. 
Klymenko said initial evidence showed an Iskander 
missile had been used. “The search and rescue oper-
ation is ongoing,” Klymenko said. “There may still be 
people under the rubble”.

Zelensky, who was attending a European summit 
in Spain, condemned the attack on social media. He 
called the strike “completely deliberate” and said it 
was a “brutal Russian crime”. Defense Minister Rust-
em Umerov said Ukraine needed more air defense 
“to protect our country from terror”. “We are dis-
cussing this with partners,” he wrote on social media, 

repeating Ukrainian calls for more protection against 
the daily barrages of drone and missile strikes.

‘True evil’
Denise Brown, Ukraine coordinator for the UN 

Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Af-
fairs (OCHA), also condemned the alleged Rus-
sian strike. Brown said she was “appalled”, adding 
that the images from the scene of the strike were 
“absolutely horrifying”. “Intentionally directing an 
attack against civilians or civilian objects is a war 
crime,” she said in a statement.

A spokeswoman for the regional assembly quoted 
by Ukrainian media said it was the single most dead-
ly attack since the start of Russia’s invasion on Feb-
ruary 24, 2022. The head of the Kharkiv region Oleg 
Sinegubov said the strike took place around 1:15 pm 
(1015 GMT). Regional authorities had recently or-
dered mandatory evacuations in the area after an 
uptick in Russian strikes.

Large swathes of the Kharkiv region were cap-
tured by Russian forces in the early days of their in-
vasion launched in February last year. Ukrainian forc-
es recaptured much of the border territory during 
a lightning offensive late last year, but the regional 
capital, also called Kharkiv, still comes to regular 
shelling. Zelensky’s advisor Mykhailo Podolyak said 
the attack had “no military logic”. “This is a reminder 
to anyone who is willing to smile and shake hands 
with war criminal Putin at international conferences,” 
he said, referring to Russian leader Vladimir Putin. “A 
reminder to all those who want to sell something to 
Russia and return to bloody business as usual,” he 
said, adding: “Putin’s Russia is a true evil”. 

New naval base 
The attack comes as tensions escalate on the 

Black Sea, embarrassing the Kremlin. Russia is 
now set to build a naval base the Black Sea coast 
of Abkhazia, a separatist region in Georgia, its 
leader said in an interview Thursday, with the aim 
of increasing the “defence capability both of Rus-
sia and Abkhazia”.

“We have signed an agreement, and in the near 
future there will be a permanent point of deploy-
ment for the Russian navy in the Ochamchire dis-
trict,” Abkhazia’s separatist leader Aslan Bzhania 

told pro-Kremlin newspaper Izvestia in an interview 
published Thursday. He added that “this kind of co-
operation will continue, because this safeguards the 
fundamental interests of both Abkhazia and Russia. 
And security is above all”. Kremlin spokesman Dmi-
try Peskov said he was unable to comment. “Ques-
tions related to the deployment of our troops and our 
ships — these are for the defense ministry,” he told 
reporters. Russia and Georgia fought a war in 2008, 
after which Moscow recognized the independence 
of Abkhazia and another Moscow-backed separatist 
region, South Ossetia. Russia has stationed perma-
nent military bases in both regions.

‘Flagrant violation’
Georgian authorities said the plan was “a flagrant 

violation of Georgia’s sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity.” “We express concern over the statement of 
Russia’s occupation regime in Sukhumi regarding 
the establishment of an additional Russian military 
base on Georgia’s occupied territory,” the foreign 
ministry added in a statement.

Georgia, an ex-Soviet country in the South Cau-
casus, has for years pushed for integration into the 
European Union, a process that accelerated after a 
brief war with Russia in 2008. But Georgian author-
ities have been accused by the opposition of flirting 
with the Kremlin. Bzhania visited Russia this week to 
meet with President Vladimir Putin. During a meet-
ing with Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, the 
separatist leader voiced support for Russia’s offen-
sive in Ukraine. “You can be sure that we are with 
you to the end,” he told Lavrov, according to Russian 
news agencies. – AFP

GROZA: Ukrainian rescuers work amongst rubbles of a destroyed shop and cafe after a Russian strike. — AFP

As of October 4,
at 1900 GMT

Map data: OSM, Unosat/Sentinel-2
Source: Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project
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Mont Blanc has 
shrunk, but don’t 
jump to conclusions
CHAMONIX: France’s highest mountain, Mont 
Blanc, has shrunk by over two meters in height 
over the past two years, researchers said on Thurs-
day, measuring the Alpine peak at 4,805.59 meters 
(15,766.4 feet). The 2.22-metre (7.28-foot) decline 
could be down to lower precipitation during summer, 
said Jean des Garets, chief geometer in the Haute-
Savoie department of southeastern France.

“Mont Blanc could well be much taller in two 
years” when it is next measured, he added, saying 
this was not the first time such a large change had 
been seen. The mountain’s rocky peak measures 
4,792 meters above sea level, but its thick covering 
of ice and snow varies in height from year to year 
depending on wind and weather.

Researchers have been measuring it every two 
years since 2001, hoping to garner information about 
the impact of climate change on the Alps. “We’re 
gathering the data for future generations. We’re 
not here to interpret them,” des Garets said. People 
shouldn’t use the height measurement “to say any old 
thing”, he urged. Instead, “it’s now up to the climatol-
ogists, glaciologists and other scientists to make use 
of all the data we’ve collected and come up with the-
ories to explain” the shrinkage. Mont Blanc’s highest 
recorded summit was in 2007, at 4,810.90 meters. A 
one-meter fall was measured in 2021 compared to 
2017 — after 2019’s unusually low result was kept 
secret as experts judged it not representative.

“Mont Blanc’s height has been fluctuating since 
time immemorial,” the geometers say. Within the 
year, strong winter winds usually scour away 
more snow than in summer, meaning the peak 
is higher as autumn begins than in early spring. 
“We’ve learned a lot from these measurement 
campaigns. We know that the summit is constant-
ly changing in altitude and position, with changes 
of up to five meters,” des Garets said.—AFP

CHAMONIX: A view of the Massif du Mont-Blanc and L’Aiguille du Midi in the French Alps, on Jan 30, 2023. — AFP

Overpass in Venice
bus crash ‘was 
under renovation’
VENICE: The Venice overpass from which a bus 
plunged this week, killing 21 people, had been ear-
marked for renovation for years and had a hole in 
the barrier which was due to be closed, it emerged 
Thursday. A repair project was launched in 2016 but 
works only began in September and had yet to reach 
the section of the bridge where Tuesday evening’s 
tragedy occurred, the city’s transport councilor said 
in various newspaper interviews.

The electric city bus, carrying tourists back from 
Venice’s historic center, is believed to have scraped 
along the edge of the barrier on the side of the road 
for several meters before reaching a 1.5-metre (four 
foot) gap. A second metal fence on the edge of the 
bridge provided little resistance, and the bus fell 10 
meters to the ground, landing upside down next to 
train tracks, crushing the passengers inside. An in-
vestigation is underway into what exactly happened, 
with speculation focusing on a possible illness of the 
driver, an Italian national who died in the crash. But 
Italy’s national newspapers Thursday highlighted the 
potentially deadly role of the gap in the road barrier, 
with La Stampa calling it a “scandal”.

Venice councilor Renato Boraso said the gap was 
put into the barrier when it was built half a century 
ago to give maintenance crews access. “The barriers 
are not compliant with current laws,” he acknowl-
edged, adding that the gaps were due to have been 
closed next year as part of the repair works.

The crash has reignited debate over Italy’s crum-
bling infrastructure, but Boraso denied the Venice 
authority was to blame. He said that since 2016, ren-
ovating the overpass had been a priority but the pro-
cess of contracting out the seven-million-euro proj-

ect was “long and complex”. “Let us ask ourselves 
why such a procedure for works has to be so long in 
Italy,” he added.

Saving Ukrainian children 
Venice authorities declared three days of 

mourning for the tragedy, which killed 20 foreign 
tourists in addition to the driver. Among them were 
nine Ukrainians, four Romanians, three Germans, 
two Portuguese, one South African and a Croatian, 
according to the Venice mayor’s office. Fifteen peo-
ple remain in hospital, including six Ukrainians, and 
of those, 10 are in intensive care, including a child, 
the region said. The crash occurred at around 7:30 
pm on Tuesday evening, on an overpass straddling 
a railway line and linking the mainland Mestre and 
Marghera districts. Locals lined up Thursday at Me-
stre town hall to sign a book of condolences, with 
one writing that there were “no words to describe 
something that should never have happened”. “It 
could have been me there, with my tourists,” said 
Pia Karttunen, a 56-year-old originally from Fin-
land, who previously worked as a tour guide.

Several passers-by had rushed to help when the 
bus crashed, including Bujar Bacaj, 43, a Kosovo na-
tional who has been living in Italy for 25 years. He 
was in his restaurant nearby when he heard the noise 
and thought the bridge itself had come down. He de-
scribed to AFP seeing “dust, a lot of dust — I heard 
people crying, screaming, calling for help in their dif-
ferent languages”. “I saw a little girl whose head was 
through a window ... I managed to get the girl and a 
boy and take them away from the site.”

The two children were Ukrainian, a brother and 
sister, “full of blood and asking me for their mother”, 
he said, still emotional two days later. He said people 
around him could have done more to help, with many 
taking photos and videos on their telephones. Bacaj 
said he went to a nearby hospital to look for the two 
children but couldn’t find them. “I learned yesterday 
that their mother had died,” he said, although her 
partner survived. – AFP
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History looms 
large over Haiti
crisis force
UNITED NATIONS: A UN-backed 
force is finally being sent to try and re-
store calm to Haiti, but experts fear it 
may have no more success than previous 
foreign interventions in an impoverished 
nation hit by crisis after crisis. Haitian of-
ficials have pleaded for a year for help in 
battling armed gangs ravaging the Carib-
bean nation — just one of the challenges 
facing the poorest country in the Ameri-
cas, whose political, economic and public 
health systems are also in tatters.

The multinational mission, which 
will be led by Kenya, “could be a re-
lief” for people in cities such as the vi-
olence-plagued capital Port-au-Prince, 
noted Robert Fatton, a Haiti expert at the 
University of Virginia. But “I’m somewhat 
skeptical about the ultimate success of 
the mission,” he told AFP. “Anything that 
is short term, if you don’t resolve the po-
litical issues, will obviously collapse.”

On Monday the UN Security Coun-
cil greenlit the Kenyan-led multinational 
mission — not officially a United Nations 
force — which could take months yet to 
deploy to Haiti. Nairobi has promised 

PORT-AU-PRINCE: People evacuate the Carrefour Feuilles commune in Port-au-Prince 
on Aug 15, 2023, as gang violence continues to plague the Haitian capital. — AFP

Turkey, Azerbaijan snub European
summit over Karabakh tensions

Azerbaijan says ready for Armenia talks, slams French ‘militarization’ policy
GRANADA: Europe’s quest to build a common geo-
political purpose suffered a new blow on Thursday 
when Turkey and Azerbaijan skipped a major summit, 
as tensions mounted over the Nagorno-Karabakh 
conflict. Four dozen European leaders — from Euro-
pean Union and NATO member states, as well as their 
neighbors — have gathered in Granada for the third 
summit of the European Political Community (EPC).

But two invitees, Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan and his ally, Azerbaijan’s leader Ilham Ali-
yev, failed to turn up, torpedoing efforts to address 
Europe’s latest security crisis. Leaders had hoped 
to host Aliyev’s first meeting with Armenian Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan since Azerbaijan seized the 
breakaway region of Nagorno-Karabakh and trig-
gered an exodus of ethnic Armenian civilians. The 
two leaders were to have been joined by EU council 
president Charles Michel, France’s Emmanuel Ma-
cron and Germany’s Olaf Scholz — but Azerbaijan 
rejected the format, accusing Europe of bias. 

In separate remarks on Thursday, Azeri presiden-
tial aide Hikmet Hajiyev said it was “incorrect to pres-
ent” Aliyev’s no show as a “refusal” to hold talks with 
Armenia. He said it was French policy on the South 
Caucasus that pushed Baku to snub the meeting.

“Azerbaijan stands ready for tripartite meetings in 
Brussels soon in the format of the European Union, 
Azerbaijan and Armenia,” he said on social media. He 
said Baku “supports the tripartite Brussels process 
and the regional peace agenda in the format of the 
European Union, Azerbaijan and Armenia” as well as 
bilateral “peace treaty talks” with Yerevan.

The decision, he added, was taken in part “due 
to France’s biased actions and militarization pol-
icy that seriously undermine regional peace and 
stability in the South Caucasus and put at risk 
(the) European Union’s overall policy towards 
the region.” Paris has pledged military support to 
Yerevan in the wake of Azerbaijan’s offensive but 

has not elaborated on what this entails.

 ‘It’s a shame’
The EU recognizes Azerbaijan’s sovereign claim on 

Nagorno-Karabakh but has criticized Baku’s use of 
force to resolve the dispute, which has led to a wave of 
refugees into Armenia. France, in particular, has been 
outspoken, with Foreign Minister Catherine Colonna 
travelling to the Armenian capital, Yerevan, and prom-
ising to deliver weapons to Pashinyan’s government.

Azerbaijan is furious and wants Turkey’s Erdogan 
to serve as a mediator. But Erdogan was not invited 
to join Macron and Scholz in mediating the talks be-
tween Armenia and Azerbaijan and decided to skip 
the entire EPC summit. “It’s a shame that Azerbaijan 
isn’t here and it’s a shame that Turkey — which is the 
main country supporting Azerbaijan — is not here ei-
ther,” EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell said. “We 
are not going to be able to talk here about something 
as serious as the fact that more than 100,000 people 
have had to leave their homes in a hurry, running away 
from an act of military force.”

Arriving at the summit, Michel, who would have 
hosted the meeting, insisted: “The EU is a neutral 
mediator, with no agenda.” But even as he spoke, the 
European Parliament adopted a resolution dubbing 
the exodus of ethnic Armenians “ethnic cleansing” 
and condemning “threats and violence committed 
by Azerbaijani troops”. The resolution, paired with 
a call for sanctions, will have no practical effect but 
is bound to further alienate Baku at a time when Eu-
rope is seeking unity to confront other crises.

Armenia’s Pashinyan, who turned up to the sum-
mit and plans to hold bilateral talks with Macron and 
other EU leaders, expressed regret that he would not 
meet Aliyev and sign a “turning point document”. In 
a social media post, Sinan Ulgen — a former Turkish 
diplomat turned think tank expert — said western 
Europeans should really not be surprised by Ankara 

GRANADA: Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan (center) walks next to Germany’s Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz (left) and French President Emmanuel Macron before the start of a plenary session of the Europe-
an Political Community summit. — AFP

and Baku’s response. “It is really a bit odd for France 
to expect to play a mediating role in the Karabakh 
dispute after such a show of unmitigated support 
and solidarity with Armenia,” he said.

But the eastern boycott is also a blow to the EPC, 
a fledgling forum designed to form the basis of a 
common European geopolitical identity beyond the 
borders of the European Union. “Without Turkey 
and Azerbaijan, the political community becomes 
more narrowly European and seems more anti-Putin, 
give or take a few leaders,” said Sebastien Maillard 
of the Institut Jacques Delors think tank. “Without a 
Karabakh meeting, the agenda could flip to the mi-
gration crisis,” he said.

‘Immigration crime’
Indeed, with the Caucasus conflict falling 

down the EPC agenda, UK Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak and his Italian counterpart Giorgia Mel-
oni will push a plan for tough action on “orga-
nized immigration crime”. The leaders will also 
meet Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelensky, 
who is concerned to maintain strong European 
support for his country’s battle to defend itself 
from the Russian invasion. Political turmoil in 
Washington has called into question continued 
US support for Kyiv and Zelensky, arriving at 
the summit, called for Europe to remain united 
behind the campaign. — AFP

More than 100
killed in Syria...
Continued from Page 1

The jihadist group, led by the former local Al-Qae-
da branch, has used drones to attack government-held 
areas in the past. Separately, in the war-torn country’s 
Kurdish-held northeast, Turkish strikes on military and 
infrastructure targets killed at least nine people, ac-
cording to Kurdish forces, after Ankara had threatened 
raids in retaliation for a bomb attack. 

Turkish strikes on Hasakeh province in Kurdish-held 
northeast Syria “killed six members of the internal secu-
rity” agency, a statement from the Kurdish force’s media 
center said. A worker at a site in the province was also 
killed, according to Farhad Shami, spokesman for the 
Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), the Kurds’ 
de facto army. The Kurdish authorities’ statement also said 
“two civilians” were killed in a strike on a motorcycle.

Turkey regularly strikes targets in Syrian Kurds’ 
semi-autonomous region. On Wednesday, Ankara 
warned of more intense cross-border air raids, after 
concluding that militants who staged a weekend attack 
in the Turkish capital came from Syria. The US-backed 

SDF led the battle that dislodged Islamic State (IS) group 
fighters from their last scraps of Syrian territory in 2019. 
Turkey views the Kurdish People’s Protection Units 
(YPG) that dominate the SDF as an offshoot of the 
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK). —AFP

1,000 police officers, but details are still 
not finalized — including the total num-
ber of boots on the ground.

One figure that crops up often is 2,000 
— a “limited force” when facing the possi-
bility of guerilla warfare on an urban bat-
tlefield in a foreign country, Fatton pointed 
out. The United Nations Stabilisation Mis-
sion in Haiti (Minustah), which deployed 
from 2004 to 2017, counted some 10,000 
Blue Helmets at its peak.

The progress it made towards ridding 
Port-au-Prince of gangs was wiped out 
by the devastating 2010 earthquake that 
killed some 200,000 people, ushering in 
a new era of instability. Minustah never 
won the trust of Haiti’s people, its image 
tarnished by accusations of sexual abuse 
as well as a cholera epidemic — brought 
in by Nepalese peacekeepers — that 
killed some 10,000 Haitians.

Since then, gangs have flourished — 
murdering, kidnapping, and recruiting 
young Haitians with no prospects as the 
former French colony struggles to get 
back on its feet. Whether Kenyan police 
will be a match for Haitian gangs on their 
own turf is doubtful, says Emiliano Kipko-
rir Tonui, who has overseen the deploy-
ment of Kenyan troops in several coun-
tries. “Our policemen are not trained like 
the military in map reading. They are not 
trained in communication. They are not 
trained in handling weapons like machine 
guns,” the former soldier, now a member 

of the Nairobi-based NGO Kenya Veter-
ans for Peace, told AFP.

‘Long game’
And that’s before you consider the lan-

guage and cultural barriers. The force will 
need “Creole-speaking advisers who can 
help them engage the public,” warned 
Richard Gowan of the International Crisis 
Group — a challenge in itself, given the ex-
perience Haitians have had with previous 
interventions such as Minustah.

One huge hurdle will be “getting de-
tailed intelligence on gang networks,” 
Gowan added. Accusations of violence 
by the Kenyan police are unlikely to help, 
human rights activists have pointed out. 
The Security Council resolution stresses 
strict compliance with international law 
and human rights, and the US ambassa-
dor to the UN Linda Thomas-Greenfield 
has said the mission must “learn from 
past mistakes.” That includes leaving too 
quickly. “It’s a long game,” Stephane Du-
jarric, spokesman for UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres, has stressed.

No elections have been held since 
2016 and the legitimacy of Prime Min-
ister Ariel Henry, appointed by the last 
president Jovenel Moise just before his 
assassination in 2021, has long been 
controversial. Experts insist the mission 
must be accompanied by an inclusive 
political process leading to free elec-
tions. But Haiti’s political opposition 

groups are wary, said Fatton. “I think 
many people fear that if those troops 
do get to Haiti that this will solidify the 
grip on power by Ariel Henry,” he said. 

Still, there is room for optimism, argues 
Keith Mines of the US Institute for Peace, 
who warned the reluctant international 
community against seeing Haiti as a “lost 
cause.” In the last two decades alone Haiti 
has seen the ousting of President Jean-Ber-
trand Aristide in 2004, the wreckage of 

the 2010 quake, the cholera epidemic and 
Moise’s assassination — and that’s before 
you even dive in to its longer history of 
French colonization, the slave trade and rev-
olution. “It’s kind of been one bad thing af-
ter another,” Mines said. “There’s some bad 
assumptions, an unhelpful understanding of 
what hasn’t worked and what has worked. 
“I think that’s misguided,” he said. Between 
the blows of fate, “there has been a lot of 
progress at different times.” — AFP

September was
hottest month...
Continued from Page 1

catastrophic consequences of climate change. 
The January-September average global temperature 
was 0.05C higher than the same nine-month period 
in 2016, the warmest year recorded so far.

The El Nino phenomenon — which warms waters 
in the southern Pacific and stokes hotter weather be-
yond — is likely to see 2023 becoming the hottest 
year on record in the next three months. Scientists 
expect the worst effects of the current El Nino to be  
felt at the end of 2023 and into next year. Although El 
Nino played a role in the warming, “there’s no doubt 
that climate change has made it much worse”, Buon-
tempo told AFP.

Europe experienced its hottest September on 
record at 2.51C higher than the 1991-2020 average, 
with many countries smashing national temperature 
records for the month. The average sea surface tem-
perature for the month excluding the polar regions 
also reached all-time highs for September, at 20.92C. 
Scientists say warmer sea surface temperatures driven 

by climate change is making extreme weather events 
more intense, with Storm Daniel sparking devastating 
floods in Libya and Greece in September.

Antarctic sea ice remained at a record low level 
for the time of year, while monthly Arctic sea ice was 
18 percent below average, C3S added. — AFP

Norway playwright
Jon Fosse wins...
Continued from Page 1

 divinity”. His major works include “Boathouse” (1989), 
which was well-received by critics, and “Melancholy” I 
and II (1995-1996).

Fosse’s oeuvre, written in Norwegian Nynorsk, one 
of Norway’s written language forms, spans a variety of 
genres and consists of plays, novels, poetry collections, 
essays, children’s books and translations, the jury noted. 
“While he is today one of the most widely performed 
playwrights in the world, he has also become increasingly 
recognized for his prose,” it added.

Born among the fjords of western Norway, Fosse is 
usually seen clad in black with a few days’ stubble. He grew 
up in a family which followed a strict form of Lutheranism 
and rebelled by playing in a band and declaring himself 
an atheist. He ended up converting to Catholicism in 2013. 

After studying literature, he made his debut in 1983 with 
the novel “Red, Black” which moves back and forth in time 
and between perspectives.

His latest book, “Septology”, a semi-autobiographical 
magnum opus — seven parts spread across three volumes 
about a man who meets another version of himself — runs 
to 1,250 pages without a single full stop. The third volume 
was shortlisted for the 2022 International Booker Prize. 
Struggling to make ends meet as an author in the early 
1990s, Fosse was asked to write the start of a play. “I knew, 
I felt, that this kind of writing was made for me,” he once 
said in an interview with a French theatre website.

He enjoyed the form so much he wrote the entire play, 
entitled “Someone is Going to Come”, which gave him 
his international breakthrough when it was staged in 
Paris in 1999. “Even in this early piece, with its themes of 
fearful anticipation and crippling jealousy, Fosse’s sin-
gularity is fully evident. In his radical reduction of lan-
guage and dramatic action, he exposes human anxiety 
and ambivalence at its core,” Olsson said. Fosse went on 
to win international acclaim for his next play, “And We’ll 
Never be Parted”, in 1994. — AFP

Iraqis marvel at
ancient Iraq in...
Continued from Page 1

 by screens and fluorescent blue neon lights, where 
other players were absorbed in football and other video 
games. The game had already received a rave review 
last month from Saudi Arabia’s Khaled Almutairi, who 
praised an advance version on his YouTube channel 
Gamer Snack, followed by over two million subscrib-
ers. The game allowed him to “immerse” himself “in the 
Arab and Islamic environment”, he said, expressing joy 
at hearing the Muslim call to prayer and the expression 
“salam alaykum”, or “peace be upon you”, on screen. 
His only quibble was that the Arabic “lip sync ... is poor”.

For Bashir — who came of age as Iraq was 
rocked by years of conflict and chaos — seeing an 
artistic and beautiful representation of the country’s 

ancient marvels provoked mixed feelings. “It’s beau-
tiful to see Baghdad’s glorious past,” said Bashir, 
who also posts video game reviews on YouTube 
and Instagram. He praised the game’s designers for 
“recreating a lost city”, because — after Baghdad 
was sacked by Mongol forces in 1258 – the Abbasid 
Caliphate “did not leave any trace”. But Bashir said 
seeing Baghdad in all its former glory was also “bit-
tersweet when we know what the city has experi-
enced in recent years”.

Iraq has been rocked by repeated wars, most recent-
ly the US-led invasion of 2003 that deposed dictator 
Saddam Hussein and sparked years of sectarian conflict 
and the rise of the Islamic State group. When Iraq has 
been the setting for video games, it has more commonly 
been in those of the first-person tactical shooter vari-
ety, such as “Six Days in Fallujah” launched this year. 
That game, based on grueling urban combat in the city 
west of Baghdad, is billed as recreating “true stories of 
Marines, soldiers and Iraqi civilians during the toughest 
urban battle since 1968”. —AFP
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India lake burst death toll
rises to 14, 102 missing
GUWAHATI: Indian rescue teams 
searched on Thursday for 102 people 
missing after a devastating flash flood 
triggered by a high-altitude glacial lake 
burst killed at least 14, officials said. 
Violent flooding from glacier lakes 
dammed by loose rock has become 
more frequent as global temperatures 
rise and ice melts, with climate scien-
tists warning it poses an increasing 
danger across the wider Himalayan 
mountain range.

“The number of human lives lost is 
14 so far, and the number of missing 
is 102,” Prabhakar Rai, director of 
the Sikkim state disaster manage-
ment authority, told AFP a day after a 
wall of water rushed down the moun-
tainous valley in northeastern India. 
Authorities said roads had been “se-
verely” damaged and 14 bridges had 
been washed away.

Rescuers were battling to help 

those hit by the flood, with communi-
cations cut across large areas, and 25 
relief camps set up for those forced 
to flee their homes. “Floodwaters 
have caused havoc in four districts 
of the state, sweeping away people, 
roads, bridges,” Himanshu Tiwari, an 
Indian Army spokesman, told AFP.
Twenty-two soldiers are among the 
missing, the army said. One previ-
ously missing soldier was rescued. 
The army was working to reestablish 
telephone connections and provide 
“medical aid to tourists and locals 
stranded”, it said in a statement.

The water surge came after in-
tense rainfall burst the high-altitude 
Lhonak Lake, which sits at the base 
of a glacier in peaks surrounding 
the world’s third-highest mountain, 
Kangchenjunga. Himalayan glaciers 
are melting faster than ever due to 
climate change, exposing communi-

SINGTAM: Indian army personnel conduct a search operation for the missing sol-
diers in north Sikkim in this handout photo by by India’s defense ministry. — AFP

Biden to build more Mexico wall as
migrants set up camp on border

Move a reversal from Biden’s 2021 vow to not add more barriers

WASHINGTON/CIUDAD JUÁREZ, Mexico: The 
Biden administration quietly announced plans on 
Thursday to add to the border wall with Mexico — 
extending construction of the barrier that was a sig-
nature policy of Donald Trump. Homeland Security 
Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas said in a notice in the 
US Federal Register there was “an acute and imme-
diate need to construct physical barriers and roads 
in the vicinity of the border of the United States in 
order to prevent unlawful entries.”

The new section of wall will be built in the “high 
illegal entry” Rio Grande Valley Sector of the 
US-Mexico border, Mayorkas said, where there have 
been more than 245,000 illegal entrants this fiscal 
year. President Joe Biden announced in a proclama-
tion on the day he took office in January 2021 that 
no more taxpayer funds would be allocated to build 
a border wall. “Building a massive wall that spans the 
entire southern border is not a serious policy solu-
tion,” Biden said.

Mayorkas said the funding for the “additional 
physical barriers” would come from an appropri-

ation made by Congress for that purpose in 2019, 
when Trump was still in office. The Department of 
Homeland Security said some two dozen federal 
laws such as the Clean Air Act and Endangered Spe-
cies Act would need to be waived to allow for the 
extension of the border wall.

Illegal immigration has become a major political 
issue for Biden, with opposition Republicans accus-
ing him of lax border policies. Trump, the frontrun-
ner for the 2024 Republican presidential nomination, 
said the Biden administration move showed “I was 
right when I built 560 miles ... of brand new, beautiful 
border wall.” “Will Joe Biden appolgize (sic) to me 
and America for taking so long to get moving, and 
allowing our country to be flooded with 15 million 
illegals immigrants, from places unknown,” Trump 
said in a post on his Truth Social platform.

A risky trip 
On Tuesday, more than a thousand migrants rode 

atop a freight train to the edge of the US border af-
ter dodging authorities on a 10-day journey through 

Mexico. Their trip had been beset by migration 
agencies’ efforts to get them off the train, said Daiv-
erson Munoz, a 20-year-old from Venezuela.

“And we’re stuck in the middle of the desert. But 
it’s nothing, we’re here and we feel super happy be-
cause we’re about to realize our dream. It’s been 
hard but not impossible.” As soon as they arrived 
in Ciudad Juarez, the group of mainly Venezuelan 
migrants threw their belongings on the ground and 
jumped off the top of the train.

Their journey started in the central State of Mex-
ico, pitting them against fatal accidents and injuries 
that are common on similar journeys. “The hardest 
part was seeing how many people were injured” 
during the journey, said Munoz, a law student in his 
native country.

The final 370 kilometers (230 miles) of the trip 
took 17 hours due to the number of stops, he said. 
The risky trip has become virtually the only option 
for migrants to reach the border, due to restrictions 
on the purchase of coach tickets. The crowds have 
forced Mexico’s main rail operator to cut its traffic 

by 30 percent in mid-September, as the government 
tightened security measures to prevent such journeys.

Migration agencies “always get us off and we al-
ways lose money,” said Jeffri Gomez, a 24-year-old 
Venezuelan woman traveling with her husband and 
one-year-old baby. As soon as they arrived, they 
came across an official from the Mexican National 
Institute of Migration and a barbed-wire wall from 
the Texas National Guard on the banks of the Rio 
Bravo, a natural border with the United States.

Some migrants waited for an appointment made 
through the US Customs and Border Protection’s mobile 
app in an effort to enter the United States legally. Others 
tried to cross the border on foot to surrender to police. 

After a three-hour walk, hundreds of migrants ar-
rived at one of the gates of the border wall, where 
about 50 officials and dozens of police officers were 
waiting to prevent them from crossing. Arms folded, 
the migrants advanced, chanting “the united people 
will never be defeated,” until officials asked them to 
back off. The migrants then set up camp near a fence 
designed to prevent them from crossing. — AFP

CIUDAD JUÁREZ: Migrant people, mostly from Venezuela, travel on the wagons of a goods train to Ciudad 
Juarez, Chihuahua state, Mexico on October 3, 2023. — AFP photos Migrant people cross the Rio Grande to seek asylum in the US as Border Patrol agents stand guard.

ties to unpredictable and costly di-
sasters, according to the International 
Centre for Integrated Mountain De-
velopment (ICIMOD) research group.

Water powered downstream, add-
ing to a river already swollen by mon-
soon rains, damaging a dam, sweeping 

away houses and bridges, and causing 
“serious destruction”, the Sikkim state 
government said. Damage was record-
ed more than 120 kilometers (75 miles) 
downstream, and Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi has promised “all possible 
support” for those affected. — AFP

Katalin Kariko:
Hungarian-born 
Nobel Prize winner

Bangladesh accepts
first uranium for 
Russia-backed plant
ROOPPUR: Bangladesh received the first uranium de-
livery on Thursday for its Russia-backed nuclear plant, 
a project aimed at bolstering its overstretched energy 
grid but complicated by sanctions on Moscow. Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina has courted Russian ties with 
renewed vigor after Western criticism over her gov-
ernment’s rights record. Moscow is bankrolling the 
$12.65-billion plant with a loan for 90 percent of its 
cost, with hopes it will alleviate the chronic blackouts 
plaguing the South Asian nation. “Bangladesh is our 
long-term friend and partner,” Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin said during a videoconference with Hasina to 
mark the handover.

Putin also pledged assistance for uranium supply, main-
tenance and management of spent fuel. Hasina described 
the milestone in her country’s nuclear ambitions as “a day 
of pride and joy for the people of Bangladesh” in a speech 
thanking Putin for “his guidance and assistance”. Con-
struction on the nuclear plant at Rooppur, a village on 
the banks of the Ganges river 175 kilometers (110 miles) 
west of the capital Dhaka, began in 2017. The first of its 
twin 1,200-megawatt units is slated to begin operations 
next year and both reactors should be fully online in 
2025, Bangladesh technology minister Yeafesh Osman 
told reporters on a tour of the facility on Wednesday.

Washington’s sanctions on key Russian firms since 
Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine last year, including state 
nuclear agency Rosatom, delayed construction work 
because Dhaka was unable to make loan repayments 
in US currency. Bangladesh agreed in April to make 
payments of more than $300 million in Chinese yuan in 
an effort to circumvent the sanctions. But central bank 
officials have said the money has yet to be paid. “The 
whole world is facing this payment problem and we’re 
no exception,” Osman said. “However, we are trying 
to solve the problem.” Hasina’s government is eager 

ROOPPUR: This aerial photograph taken on on Oct 4, 2023, shows the Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant. – AFP

for new friends ahead of general elections due by the 
end of January, with Western governments and rights 
groups warning her administration is silencing critics 
and stamping out political dissent. Washington levelled 
sanctions against Bangladesh’s elite Rapid Action Bat-
talion (RAB) police force in 2021 over accusations of 
their involvement in the extrajudicial killing of opposi-
tion activists. The lack of payment has not outwardly 
affected Bangladesh’s pursuit of a closer relationship 
with Moscow. Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 
visited Dhaka for the first time last month and used the 
occasion to criticize “the pressure exerted upon Ban-
gladesh by the United States and its allies”.

Power struggles
The Rooppur plant is the most expensive infra-

structure project undertaken by Hasina, who has been 
in power since 2009, and will be Bangladesh’s largest 
power station by generating capacity once fully opera-
tional. Bangladesh has several more coal- and gas-fired 
plants under construction but is desperate to reduce its 
near-total reliance on fossil fuels.

Its electricity grid has shown increasing signs of 

stress, with a spike in energy prices precipitated by the 
Ukraine war forcing the government to suspend gas 
and diesel imports last year. The result was months of 
daily power blackouts, sometimes lasting up to 13 hours. 
A separate grid failure last October cut power to more 
than 80 percent of the country’s 169 million people.

This past summer Bangladesh was forced to shut its 
current biggest power plant because it was unable to af-
ford the coal to fuel it during a sweltering heatwave. Ban-
gladesh also plans to build a second nuclear power station 
in the south, although a final site has not been decided.

Officials have cast Bangladesh’s atomic energy am-
bitions as a key plank of the fight against climate change 
in a low-lying country more vulnerable than most to 
extreme weather. “It will help Bangladesh cut carbon 
emissions significantly by 2030,” Shawkat Akbar, head 
of the Rooppur plant, told AFP.

Nuclear energy is one of the world’s largest sources 
of emissions-free energy. However, there are persistent 
concerns about the safety risks and disposal of nucle-
ar waste and opponents point out nuclear plants take 
many years to build compared to more quickly deploy-
able renewable energy sources.  — AFP

The Nobel Assembly 
at the Karolinska 
Institutet has decid-

ed to award the 2023 No-
bel Prize in Physiology or 
Medicine jointly to Katalin 
Kariko from Hungary and 
Drew Weissman (US) for 
their discoveries concern-
ing nucleoside base mod-
ifications that enabled the 
development of effective 
mRNA vaccines against COVID-19. 

The discoveries by the two Nobel Laureates were 
critical for developing effective mRNA vaccines 
against COVID-19 during the pandemic that began 
in early 2020. Through their groundbreaking findings, 
which have fundamentally changed our understand-
ing of how mRNA interacts with our immune system, 
the laureates contributed to the unprecedented rate 
of vaccine development during one of the greatest 
threats to human health in modern times.

Katalin Kariko was born in 1955 in Szolnok, Hun-
gary. She received her PhD from Szeged’s University 
in 1982 and performed postdoctoral research at the 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences in Szeged until 1985. 
From the beginning, she worked on mRNA (messen-
ger RNA), the genetic script that carries DNA in-
structions to each cell’s protein-making machinery. 
She then conducted postdoctoral research at Temple 
University, Philadelphia and the University of Health 
Science, Bethesda. In 1989, she was appointed As-
sistant Professor at the University of Pennsylvania, 
where she remained until 2013. 

Kariko and Dr Drew Weissman first met waiting in 
line for a photocopier. The two began a long and ul-
timately successful collaboration researching mRNA 
and its applications. Even though they hit many road-
blocks, failed experiments, and rejections from sci-
entific journals and grants for their mRNA research, 
they kept going. In 2005, Kariko and Weissman made 
a breakthrough in their research; even so, when their 
findings were published in scientific journals, the dis-
covery did not receive much attention. 

Kariko began to move into biotechnology, first 
founding her own company, RNARx, in 2006 and 
then by advancing in larger companies. In 2013, she 
moved to BioNTech where she became vice president 
and later senior vice president at BioNTech RNA 
Pharmaceuticals. Since 2021, she has been a profes-
sor at Szeged University and an adjunct professor 
at Perelman School of Medicine at the University of 
Pennsylvania.

When the COVID-19 Pandemic hit the world and 
scientists began looking for a solution, Kariko’s re-
search on mRNA vaccines proved to be the solution. 
She was vaccinated on Dec 18, 2020, at the University 
of Pennsylvania. After working 20 years together with 
Weissman, they received the first jab of the Pfizer/Bi-
oNTech vaccine together, and now they own the No-
bel Prize also together. Her daughter, Susan, went on 
to win two gold Olympic medals for the United States 
in rowing — one at the Beijing Games and one at the 
London Games.

 — From the Hungarian Embassy

Dr Katalin Kariko



TAIPEI: Taipei said it will investigate if Taiwanese 
firms that helped Huawei build semiconductor facto-
ries violated US sanctions against the Chinese tech 
giant. Huawei, a leader in 5G telecom equipment, has 
been at the centre of the intensifying US-China rival-
ry over advanced tech in recent years.

The United States and its allies have curtailed its 
access to major markets and advanced tech—in-
cluding chip making—over fears its products could 
allow China to spy on their networks. Taiwan’s Min-
ister of Economic Affairs Wang Mei-hua agreed on 
Wednesday—during questioning by lawmakers—to 
launch a probe into four tech firms that collaborated 
with Huawei on chip plants.

The four Taiwanese companies are helping Hua-
wei develop an “under-the-radar network of chip 
plants” in China, Bloomberg reported this week. 

The companies were identified by Bloomberg as 
Topco Scientific Co., L&K Engineering Co., United 
Integrated Services Co. and Cica-Huntek Chemical 
Technology Taiwan.

Taiwan—which China claims as its territory—
is a powerhouse for the design and production of 
semiconductors, the lifeblood of the modern global 
economy. Despite growing Chinese diplomatic and 
military pressure on the island, Taiwan’s tech indus-
try has had to tread a careful line to avoid angering 
Beijing and any export control violations.

Wang told lawmakers that the four companies 
had helped Huawei with “wastewater and environ-
mental protection equipment” for its factories, and 
not with sensitive technologies that could impact 
national security.

Since last year, the United States has introduced 
sweeping restrictions to cut off China’s access to 
high-end semiconductors and chip-making equip-
ment, citing national security concerns. China has 
responded with similar curbs, including the intro-
duction of a licence requirement to export the rare 
minerals vital in the production of semiconductors.

In August, Huawei announced a phone mod-

el reportedly powered by an advanced chip that 
was manufactured in China, leading to questions 
in Washington about the efficacy of curbs against 
the company. — AFP

DUBAI: Emirati energy giant ADNOC said Thurs-
day it had awarded contracts to build a major gas 
project, just a few weeks before the Gulf state hosts 
the COP28 climate conference. The company said it 
would invest in the Hail and Ghasha offshore fields, 
pledging that it would be the “world’s first project 
that aims to operate with net zero emissions”. The 
two contracts, signed on the final day of the Abu 
Dhabi Energy Show, had a total estimated value of 
$16.9 billion, it said in a statement.

Construction work on the site has been entrusted 
to a joint venture between the Abu Dhabi-based Na-

tional Petroleum Construction Company and Saipem 
of Italy. Another Italian company, Tecnimont, will be 
responsible for onshore infrastructure.

ADNOC said the project includes “innovative de-
carbonization technologies” to capture and store 1.5 
million tonnes of CO2 per year. The Hail and Ghasha 
projects are part of the Ghasha concession in the 
emirate of Abu Dhabi, which aims to produce more 
than 1.5 billion cubic feet of gas per day by 2030.

“ADNOC will continue to responsibly unlock its 
gas resources to enable gas self-sufficiency for the 
UAE, grow our export capacity and support global 
energy security,” it said in the statement. The con-
cession is operated by ADNOC, Eni, OMV, Winter-
shall Dea and Lukoil.

In a report published in September, experts from 
the Climate Action Tracker group highlighted the 
UAE’s “dependency on gas for electricity”, express-
ing concern about the COP28 host’s commitment to 

carbon capture. The UN climate conference, which 
opens in Dubai on November 30, is being chaired 
by ADNOC head Sultan al-Jaber. His appointment to 
the post has drawn criticism from environmentalists, 
who denounce the role of the hydrocarbon sector in 
global warming.

At the opening of the Abu Dhabi conference on 
Monday, Jaber said the industry was “at the heart of 
the solution” to climate change, calling on industry 
representatives to “silence the sceptics”. He reiterat-
ed that the gradual phase-out of fossil fuels was “in-
evitable and essential”, while emphasizing the global 
economy’s dependence on oil, gas and coal.

ADNOC made a commitment in July to achieve 
carbon neutrality by 2045 for its own operations. 
But the target does not take into account the indirect 
emissions produced by the hydrocarbons exported 
and burned by its customers, which account for the 
vast majority of its carbon footprint. — AFP

LONDON: Asian and European stocks rose Thurs-
day after modest Wall Street gains as investors kept a 
wary eye on US bond yields, while oil sank further on 
stubborn demand fears. Markets were rocked earlier 
this week as robust US employment data and spik-
ing Treasury yields stoked fears of higher-for-longer 
interest rates.

All eyes will now be on Friday’s US employment 
figures for clues on the health of the world’s biggest 
economy and the US Federal Reserve’s monetary 
policy outlook. “The markets sell-off which saw gov-
ernment bond prices fall and yields rise has taken 
centre stage this week, and investors continue to 
watch the 10-year Treasury yield like a hawk,” said 
AJ Bell investment director Russ Mould.

“Having dipped slightly on Wednesday, the yield 
has since crept back up to 4.75 percent as inves-
tors readjust portfolios to align with the prospect 

of interest rates staying higher for longer.” London 
equities advanced 0.5 percent nearing midday, while 
Frankfurt and Paris each added 0.1 percent.

Wall Street finished higher Wednesday, snapping 
a three-day losing streak, with the tech-rich Nas-
daq closing up 1.4 percent. The 10-year US Treasury 
note, which hit a 16-year peak on Tuesday, retreat-
ed after a lacklustre US hiring report from payroll 
firm ADP, which raised hopes the Fed might not keep 
rates elevated for too long.

Positive sentiment spilled over into Asia, with To-
kyo jumping 1.8 percent by the close. Hong Kong 
ended marginally higher, while markets in mainland 
China were shut for a week-long holiday. “The US 
market saw gains driven by weak economic data, al-
leviating worries about prolonged elevated interest 
rates,” said Stephen Innes, managing partner at SPI 
Asset Management.

“As a result, Asian markets responded with a 
risk-friendly bounce.” World oil prices extended 
losses after tumbling following news of a jump in 
petrol stockpiles in the United States. Brent slumped 
Wednesday by almost six percent and WTI shed 
five percent after the news, which signals weaker 
demand in the key consuming nation.

Worries that high interest rates will start weighing 

on economic growth also sent crude prices lower. 
“Oil prices remain under pressure today after suf-
fering the biggest one-day drop in over a year,” said 
Victoria Scholar, head of investment at online trading 
firm Interactive Investor.  — AFP

GENEVA: Global trade growth will be sharply low-
er than forecast this year as stubborn inflation, high 
interest rates and the war in Ukraine pressure econ-
omies around the globe, the World Trade Organiza-
tion said Thursday.

Strains in China’s vast property market also 
prompted the WTO to cut its trade growth forecast 
to just 0.8 percent this year, less than half the in-
crease it had previously projected. “The projected 
slowdown in trade for 2023 is cause for concern, be-
cause of the adverse implications for the living stan-
dards of people around the world,” said the WTO 
director-general, Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala.

The volume of world merchandise trade is now 
expected to grow by 0.8 percent this year, “less 
than half the 1.7 percent increase forecasted in 
April”, the WTO said in its revised global trade 
projections. “The 3.3 percent growth projected for 
2024 remains nearly unchanged from the previous 
estimate” of 3.2 percent, it said.

The WTO expects real world GDP to increase 
by 2.6 percent at market exchange rates this year, 
and by 2.5 percent in 2024. “A continued slump in 
goods trade that began in the fourth quarter of 2022 
has led WTO economists to scale back their trade 
projections for the current year while maintaining a 
more positive outlook for 2024,” the Geneva-based 
organization said.

Broad-based slowdown 
“Positive export and import volume growth 

should resume in 2024, but we must remain vigilant,” 

said WTO chief economist Ralph Ossa. Sectors that 
are more sensitive to business cycles are expected 
to stabilize and rebound as inflation moderates and 
interest rates start to fall.

The WTO’s forecast does not cover commercial 
services trade but its preliminary data shows that 
growth in the field could be more moderate follow-
ing a strong recovery in the transport and travel 
sectors last year.

The slowdown in merchandise trade growth ap-
pears to be broad-based, covering a large number 
of countries and a wide range of goods, though 
some sectors are more strongly affected, such as 
iron, steel, office and telecom equipment, textiles 
and clothing, the WTO said.

“The exact causes of the slowdown are not clear, 
but inflation, high interest rates, US dollar appreci-
ation, and geopolitical tensions are all contributing 
elements,” the trade body said. It also said China’s 
ballooning property-sector crisis was preventing a 
stronger recovery from taking root in the country 
following the impact of strict COVID-19 lockdowns.

Fragmentation fears 
The trade outlook for 2024 is more favorable. But 

the WTO warned that a potential split in global trade 
between two geopolitical blocs on either side of the 
war in Ukraine could have a negative impact. “We 
do see some signs in the data of trade fragmentation 
linked to geopolitical tensions. Fortunately, broader 
deglobalization is not here yet,” Ossa said.

“The data suggest that goods continue to be pro-

duced through complex supply chains, but that the 
extent of these chains may have plateaued, at least 
in the short run,” he added. Noting the dangers of 
global economic fragmentation, Okonjo-Iweala 
said countries should strengthen the global trading 

framework by avoiding protectionism. “The glob-
al economy, and in particular poor countries, will 
struggle to recover without a stable, open, predict-
able, rules-based and fair multilateral trading sys-
tem,” she said. — AFP
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Inflation, high rates and war 
crimp global trade: WTO

Volume of world merchandise trade is expected to grow by 0.8%

GENEVA: World Trade Organization (WTO) Director-General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala attends the opening of a 
four-day Building Bridges Summit on sustainable finance, in Geneva. — AFP

Global stocks 
edge higher 
but oil sinks

TOKYO: A pedestrian walks past an electronic sign-
board showing the numbers on the Tokyo Stock 
Exchange (R) - down over 600 points - and the Jap-
anese yen (C) after the currency rebounded slightly 
after hitting 150 yen to the US dollar in overnight 
trading, along a street in central Tokyo. — AFP

Musk’s X strips 
headlines from 
news links
PARIS: Elon Musk’s social media platform X has 
stripped headlines from news articles shared by 
users, in a move likely to further worsen relations 
with media groups. The tycoon has long railed 
against the “legacy media” and claims X, former-
ly Twitter, is a better source of information.

However, he said the latest change was for 
“aesthetic” reasons—news and other links now 
appear only as pictures with no accompany-
ing text. Musk took over Twitter last year in 
a $44 billion deal and has since renamed it X, 
sacked thousands of staff and drawn criticism 
for allowing banned conspiracy theorists and 
extremists back on the platform, sending adver-
tisers fleeing.

He has also banned—and reinstated—various 
journalists with mainstream outlets including the 
Washington Post and CNN, as well as appearing 
to delay posts from accounts including the New 
York Times. “I almost never read legacy news 
anymore,” Musk posted on Tuesday. “What’s the 
point of reading 1,000 
words about some-
thing that was already 
posted on X several 
days ago?”

Souring relations 
Some media 

groups have stopped 
posting to X altogeth-
er because of the rise 
in hate speech and 
the behavior of Musk. 
AFP and other French 
news outlets launched 
a legal case in early 
August accusing X of copyright breaches.

When the changes to links were first mooted 
in August, Musk posted: “This is coming from 
me directly. Will greatly improve the esthetics.” 
The changes appear to have been introduced 
gradually this week. Instead of seeing a head-
line along with a picture, users now see only a 
picture with a small watermark.

The changes brought a good deal of criti-
cism, journalist Tom Warren of The Verge web-
site posting on X: “It’s the latest in a long line 
of dumb changes on this platform.” Some users 
have already commented that it is now difficult 
to distinguish between news and other kinds of 
information, which is likely to raise questions 
about the trustworthiness of the site.

In September, the European Commission 
said X had a higher ratio of misinformation and 
disinformation than any other social media. The 
souring relationship between media and tech 
companies is not limited to X. 

Both Google and Meta have pushed back 
against laws forcing them to pay media compa-
nies to show stories. The changes are having a 
real-world effect, with Axios news site report-
ing on Tuesday that referrals to media websites 
from X and Meta’s Facebook had collapsed in 
the past three years. — AFP

Elon Musk

UAE approves mega 
gas project weeks 
ahead of COP28

Taiwan to probe 
firms over Huawei 
chip plants in China

WASHINGTON: Director of the National Science 
Foundation Sethuraman Panchanathan looks on as 
US Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo testifies 
during the Senate Commerce, Science, and Trans-
portation hearing to examine CHIPS and science 
implementation and oversight, on Capitol Hill in 
Washington. — AFP
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WEEK ENDED ON 5 OCTOBER 2023

Philippine government pledges 
action on high food prices

Farming subsidies, food stamps for poor are among efforts to rein in price increases
MANILA: High food prices in the Philippines have 
pushed inflation to a five-month peak, officials said 
Thursday, increasing pressure on the government to stop 
the country’s neediest going hungry. Farming subsidies 
and food stamps for the poor are among government 
efforts to rein in or mitigate price increases, which have 
dented the popularity of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.

“The government is committed to providing tar-
geted assistance to affected vulnerable segments of 
the population while food prices remain elevated,” 
Economic Planning Secretary Arsenio Balisacan said 
in a statement announcing last month’s consumer 
prices data. The inflation rate of 6.1 percent was up 
from 5.3 percent a month earlier.

Last month Marcos put a controversial price cap 
on rice, a national staple, to support poor households. 
He lifted the price controls on Wednesday, saying 
the ongoing harvest was easing pressure on supply. 
In early September, Marcos set the maximum retail 
price of regular milled rice at 41 pesos ($0.72) per ki-
logram (2.2 pounds) and 45 pesos for the higher-qual-
ity “well-milled” rice.

The measure was criticzed by some economists, 
who warned it could distort the market and lead to 
shortages. A member of Marcos’s economic team 
was sacked after she appeared to mock the plan on 
social media. “As of today, we are lifting the price 
caps on rice, both for the regular milled rice and 
for the well-milled rice,” Marcos said, at an event 
in Manila where a thousand sacks of “smuggled” 

rice seized in a raid were distributed to poor fami-
lies. Marcos, who is also the agriculture minister, said it 
was the “appropriate time” to remove the cap since the 
government was “giving away rice”. Government assis-
tance for farmers and the poor would continue, he said, 
noting “we still need to fix our agriculture sector”. Rice 
is a staple in the country of 110 million people, but the 
nation cannot produce enough and is one of the world’s 
top importers of the grain.

Balisacan cited a food stamps program launched 
last week, the country’s first, that provides 3,000 pesos 
($53) a month for select “food poor” households, as well 
as families with pregnant women or nursing mothers. 
He said the government was also giving a 10,000-peso 
cash subsidy to 78,000 farmers, a separate 5,000-peso 
financial aid to rice farmers and fuel subsidies to more 
than 74,000 public utility vehicles. Rizal Commercial 
Banking Corp. chief economist Michael Ricafort said 
increasing inflation was particularly linked to rice pric-
es, crop damage from typhoons earlier this year and a 
weakening peso that hiked import prices.

Rice is a staple in the country of 110 million people, 
but the nation cannot produce enough and is one of the 
world’s top importers of the grain. Marcos suffered a 
15-point drop, to 65 percent, in his popularity rating in a 
nationwide poll by the Manila-based independent outfit 
Pulse Asia last month, compared with June. The survey 
was made after the president imposed rice price con-
trols. A separate poll showed inflation was the top con-
cern among those surveyed. — AFP MANILA: Customers buy goods at a market stall in Manila on October 5, 2023. — AFP

China’s Sunac wins 
court approval for 
debt restructuring
HONG KONG: Chinese property giant Sunac be-
came on Thursday one of the rare firms to obtain ap-
proval for a debt restructuring plan at a time when 
many of its competitors are fighting for survival. The 
developer said in a filing to the Hong Kong stock ex-
change that its proposal to restructure $9 billion of 
offshore debt had been sanctioned by Judge Jona-
than Harris at the city’s High Court.

The ruling will pave the way for creditors to 
get their money back after Sunac defaulted on 
several US dollar-denominated bonds and oth-

er liabilities. Once the third-largest 
property developer in China, Su-
nac asked last month to be placed 
under bankruptcy proceedings in 
the United States as the debt crisis 
gradually took over the industry.

The approval in Hong Kong came 
weeks after creditors, who own 98.3 
percent of the total value of the bonds, 
voted to approve Sunac’s plan. Under 
the plan, a part of Sunac’s debt would 
be exchanged into convertible bonds 
backed by its Hong Kong-listed shares 
along with new notes with maturities 
of between two and nine years.

Sunac’s share price jumped by 
as much as 12 percent to HK$2.31 
in Hong Kong before closing at 
HK$2.19. The setbacks in the 

once-favored property industry in 
China have fuelled distrust for two 
years in a sector that had long been 
lucrative but is now shunned.

In recent months, this crisis of con-
fidence has overtaken groups previ-
ously considered financially solid in 
recent months, including Evergrande 
and Country Garden. Sunac’s progress 
came before a crucial hearing at the 
end of the month for the Evergrande 
Group, which has become a symbol of 
China’s ballooning property crisis.

Evergrande estimated it had 
debts of $328 billion at the end of 
June. Its founder and chairman Xu 
Jiayin was suspected of “illegal 
crimes” after reports he was being 
held by police. — AFP

French rail giant  Alstom shares 
dive on cash flow warning
PARIS: Shares in French train maker 
Alstom sank on Thursday after a key 
metric of its financial health turned 
negative due to higher inventories 
and delays in completing a UK deal. 
The group’s stock price was down 
36.2 percent at 13.38 euros ($14.38) 
per share near midday in Paris.

Alstom released preliminary fi-
nancial information on Wednesday 
showing negative free cash flow of 
1.15 billion euros for the first half of 
the 2023-2024 fiscal year. As a re-
sult, it now expects the full-year fig-

ure to reach as much as negative 750 
million euros after previously fore-
casting it to be “significantly posi-
tive”.The revision will “immediately 
trigger questions about the financial 
health” of the company, according 
to analysts at Stifel investment bank. 
The delay in the 443-train Aventra 
deal in the UK represents around a 
third of the impact on free cash flow, 
Alstom said, adding that the pro-
gramme should now be completed at 
the beginning of the 2024-2025 fis-
cal year. — AFP



KUWAIT: The Arab Investment & Export Cred-
it Guarantee Corporation (Dhaman) unveiled that 
Arab trade in goods and services grew by 32.4 per-
cent in 2022 to reach $3.5 trillion, buoyed by the 
growth of exports by 44 percent to exceed $2 tril-
lion, along with the increase in imports by 20 per-
cent to about $1.5 trillion.

The Corporation’s Director-General Abdullah 
Ahmad Al-Sabeeh announced in a press release, on 
the occasion of issuing the second quarterly bulle-
tin “Dhaman Al-Istithmar” for 2023, that Arab mer-
chandise trade increased by 32.6 percent to $2.9 tril-
lion, as a result of the record growth of the region’s 
merchandise export by 43 percent to $1.7 trillion, in 
addition to the rise in imports by 20 percent to $1.1 
trillion, with the merchandise trade balance recording 
a surplus of $558 billion in 2022.

Al-Sabeeh added that Arab merchandise trade 
share rose to 5.7 percent of the global total, and 
about 13.2 percent of merchandise trade in develop-
ing countries. As for the goods distribution, raw ma-
terials still represent the largest share of Arab exports 
by more than 75 percent as fuel exports alone make 
up around 62 percent of total merchandise trade, 
while manufactured goods represent 60 percent of 
Arab merchandise imports during 2022.

The Director-General 
pointed out the continua-
tion of geographical con-
centration in merchandise 
trade in the Arab region 
in 2022, with five oil ex-
porters contributing 81 
percent of total exports, 
while five countries con-
tributed 74 percent of to-
tal imports. The UAE alone 
accounted for more than a 
third of total Arab mer-
chandise trade in 2022.

Regarding trade part-
ners, the bulletin’s data showed that the top 10 ex-
porting countries to the region contribute 61 per-
cent of total Arab merchandise imports, while the 
top 10 importing countries from the region contrib-
ute 57 percent of total Arab merchandise exports. 
Dhaman revealed that intra-Arab merchandise 
trade increased by 43.5 percent to $508.2 billion in 
2022, representing 17.8 percent of total Arab mer-
chandise trade, concentrated in Gulf countries and 
Egypt by 85.4 percent.

Concerning trade performance assessment in-
dicators for 2022, the bulletin showed that the Arab 
average improved in the indicators of trade open-
ness, propensity to export, export diversity, terms 
of trade and the size of the commercial fleet, while 
performance declined in indicators of dependence on 
imports and Liner Shipping Connectivity, as well as a 
drop in the performance of 12 Arab countries in the 

export concentration indicator during the same year.
Amid United Nations Conference on Trade and 

Development (UNCTAD) expectations for a slow-
down in the growth of global trade in 2023, affect-
ed by the global economic weakness, inflationary 
pressures, high interest rates, financial restrictiveness 
procedures, and a slowdown in industrial production, 
in addition to the continuation of the Russia-Ukraine 
war and the geopolitical tensions, it is expected that 
the trade in goods and services in Arab countries to 
decline by 5 percent in 2023, affected by the expec-
tations of a decline in global oil prices by 24.1 percent 
in 2023, while it is predicted to grow by 2.7 percent 
in 2024, according to IMF’s estimates.

In this context, “Dhaman” confirms that the ben-
efits for Arab countries from foreign trade depends 
on available opportunities at the level of intra-Arab 
trade, as well as their ability to diversify their exports 
and reduce their sectoral concentration in prima-
ry goods, especially fuel products, and reduce their 
geographical concentration in a limited number of 
trade partners, and their ability to open new markets, 
especially amid the world’s current major political 
and economic repercussions, not to mention climate 
change and its impact on production capabilities in 
the region and the world.

Dhaman also reiterated that it would carry on its 
policy of enhancing and supporting the efforts that 
aim to increase Arab merchandise exports, and the re-
gion’s imports of strategic and capital goods, through 
its varied insurance services provided to the region’s 
exporters and the financiers of Arab trade to protect 
them from potential commercial and political risks.

Friday, October 6, 2023

10
Business

Macau bets on China’s ‘Golden 
Week’ holiday to stage comeback

Chinese travellers are expected to make more than 100 million daily trips
MACAU: Macau’s baccarat and poker tables were 
teeming once again as millions of Chinese tourists 
marked “Golden Week” in October, with post-pan-
demic travel surging despite the country’s econom-
ic slowdown.

Chinese travellers are expected to make more 
than 100 million daily trips during the annual national 
holiday—making it the “hottest” Golden Week ever, 
a state-backed tourism think tank predicted. And 
hundreds of thousands have set their sights on Ma-
cau—a semi-autonomous city of 680,000 that is the 
only place in China where casinos operate legally.

“I would say Macau is back,” said bartender 
Aubrhey, 32, who works at a five-star hotel in the 
former Portuguese colony. “Not to (its) best, but at 
least we’re way past the pandemic times.” Gold-
en Week for him has been a heady mix of 10-hour 
shifts and good money, a seasonal bonanza for Ma-
cau’s hospitality industry.

Chinese tourists “are prepared, they have mon-
ey,” he told AFP. “I think they are spending as much 
as before the pandemic.” Much of the cash is left 
on the casino floor, as Macau’s gaming industry 
increasingly relies on mass-market players after 
Beijing drove away high rollers with a years-long 
regulatory crackdown.

Last year, Macau saw just 25,000 daily visitors 
during Golden Week, with the government follow-
ing Beijing’s zero-COVID strategy and shuttering 
businesses as infections peaked. Cratering gam-
ing revenues meant that Las Vegas ranked as the 
world’s largest casino hub in 2022.

But once Beijing reversed course on the pandemic 
and lifted travel curbs, Macau—which in 2019 gen-
erated nearly six times the gaming revenue of its 
American rival—handily reclaimed the title. “I was 
never in doubt that Macau would gain that crown 

back,” said J.P. Morgan analyst DS Kim. “What 
was surprising was the pace of that recovery.” The 
city’s six casino operators, which received 10-year 
extensions to their licences last year, reported sec-
ond-quarter profits that were nearly 70 percent of 
pre-pandemic levels. Visitor arrivals this year were 
“slightly ahead of expectations” as the holiday 
neared its end Friday, tracking at around 84 percent 
of 2019 levels, Kim told AFP. 

VIP revenues gone 
With “Westminster” spires looming above and 

“Big Ben” tolling in the background, university grad-
uate Li Junkai from China’s Hebei province tested le-
galized betting for the first time—and promptly lost 
around HK$100 ($13).

“I was curious about gambling... It’s legal in Ma-
cau so I came here to give it a go,” the 24-year-old 
told AFP outside The Londoner, a recently rebrand-
ed Macau casino. Earlier this year, authorities jailed 
“junket king” Alvin Chau, who once led an industry 
that enticed wealthy gamblers from China’s mainland 
with perks like VIP rooms and easy credit, for run-
ning an illegal multi-billion-dollar gambling ring.

While mass-market gaming revenue could reach 
around 85 percent of pre-pandemic levels, the VIP 
earnings tell a different story. “Seventy-five percent 
of the VIP (revenue) is gone. I don’t think it’s going 
to change anytime soon,” Kim told AFP.

Authorities have also pressed casino operators 
to invest in non-gaming forays to diversify the 
city’s appeal, as part of an industry-wide shakeup. 
The firms have collectively pledged $14.9 billion 
on projects including theme parks, convention and 
exhibition centres and performance venues. Some 
of their early efforts may have borne fruit. This 
year, Macau boasted sold-out concerts by K-pop 

sensation BLACKPINK and Hong Kong singer 
Jacky Cheung.

‘High life’ experiences 
The city’s charms also seemed to fit with a younger 

generation of travellers, who prefer bespoke experi-
ences, observers say. Hotel front desk worker Xyryl 
Amor said he had noticed more requests for “high 
life” experiences, like booking a lavishly-priced room 
just for the view of Macau’s Eiffel Tower replica. “Peo-

ple want that sense of adventure, that sense of oth-
erness,” Amor told AFP. Casino operators have “put 
up a good show” of boosting non-gaming ventures, 
said one industry executive who requested anonym-
ity, offering comped flights and rooms as sweeteners 
for high-profile events. But whether these costly ef-
forts can be sustained for the nine years left on their 
licenses remains an open question. “K-pop may be 
able to draw more people in, but it is the casino floor 
that determines if there will be profit,” he said. — AFP

MACAU: Chinese tourists visiting Macau during the country’s week-long holiday at the start of October. — AFP

Arab merchandise
exports increased by 
43% to $1.7tn in 2022

Abdullah Ahmad 
Al-Sabeeh

IMF, World Bank to 
tackle climate goals 
at annual meetings
WASHINGTON: The World Bank and Inter-
national Monetary Fund will tackle the thorny 
issue of institutional reform at their upcoming 
annual meetings in Morocco next week. The two 
international financial institutions are looking to 
scale up and retool to pursue ambitious glob-
al climate goals, while continuing to support 
emerging market and developing economies 
struggling to service rising debt levels.

This year’s annual meetings will take place 
in the city of Marrakesh, just weeks after a 
devastating earthquake in the region left close 
to 3,000 people dead. It will be the first such 
event to take place on the African continent for 
half a century, and will focus on building eco-
nomic resilience, securing structural reforms 
and reinvigorating global cooperation, accord-
ing to the IMF.

Quota reform 
To kick things off, IMF Managing Director 

Kristalina Georgieva will give a speech Thurs-
day in the city of Abidjan in Ivory Coast, out-
lining her policy priorities for the upcoming 
meetings. The IMF is locked in negotiations to 
raise funding levels through an increase in the 
quotas paid by member countries.

The United States, which has a blocking mi-
nority at the Fund, has indicated it would back 
an across-the-board increase in quotas—a 
move which would leave the overall voting 
power of member countries unchanged.

While this is popular in the US, such a move 
would prevent other countries, including India 
and China, from increasing their own voting 
shares at the IMF despite significant economic 
changes in recent years. The Fund is also look-
ing to replenish popular concessionary lending 
facilities for low- and middle-income countries 
which have been exhausted by the pandemic 
and the war in Ukraine. It may also consider 
changes to the its management structure to el-
evate the voices of developing economies, in-
cluding those from sub-Saharan Africa.

Climate funding 
This year’s annual meetings will be the first 

for new World Bank President Ajay Banga, a 
former Mastercard chief executive who was 
elected on a pledge to boost private sector fi-
nancing for the transition to renewable energy.

Since taking office, Banga has indicated he 
plans to reform the bank’s current twin man-
date of poverty alleviation and boosting shared 
prosperity to include climate change. “I think 
the twin goals have to change to being elimina-
tion of poverty, but on a livable planet, because 
of the intertwined nature of our crises,” he told 
a conference in New York last month.

He added that proposals to reform the 
World Bank’s balance sheet from countries in-
cluding the US and Saudi Arabia could add as 
much as $125 billion in extra lending capacity 
if they come to pass. This would mark a sig-
nificant increase for the development lender, 
which mobilized just over $100 billion in fi-
nancing last year.

But the process is likely to take a long time 
to bring about, according to Danny Scully, a 
policy advisor at the climate change think tank 
E3G. Banga’s plans “certainly won’t happen 
next week, as he needs to prove this concept 
first,” he told AFP. — AFP

Sri Lanka cuts 
interest rates,
IMF delays loan
COLOMBO: Crisis-hit Sri Lanka cut interest rates 
by 100 basis points Thursday as the second instal-
ment of an IMF bailout was held up after the gov-
ernment missed several loan conditions. The Central 
Bank of Sri Lanka (CBSL) said it reduced the bench-
mark lending rate to 11 percent as year-on-year in-
flation fell sharply last month to 1.3 percent, com-
pared to a peak of nearly 70 percent a year earlier.

The latest policy rate reduction came as the 
government failed to secure the second tranche of 
$330 million out of the $2.9 billion four-year bail-
out agreed with the International Monetary Fund 
in March. Colombo had hoped to get the second 
instalment last month after the first review of the 
IMF program.

However, the international lender noted that Sri 
Lanka had, among other things, fallen short of the 

agreed revenue targets and needed to increase tax 
collection. Sri Lanka was also yet to finalize a re-
structuring plan with its private and bilateral lend-
ers after defaulting on its $46 billion external debt 
in April last year.

CBSL said it hoped the latest rate cut, which 
comes on top of two in June and July, would help 
revive the economy. “The financial sector is urged 
to pass on the benefits of the continued easing of 
monetary conditions to individuals and businesses 
adequately and swiftly, thereby supporting the en-
visaged rebound of the economy,” the bank said.

The IMF said last week that Sri Lanka’s economy 
had shown early signs of stabilization, but recovery 
was “not yet assured”. Last year, Sri Lanka ran out 
of cash to pay for even the most essential imports, 
leading to shortages of food, fuel and medicines.

The nation’s worst economic crisis also forced 
then-president Gotabaya Rajapaksa to step down 
after months of protests over corruption and mis-
management. As the economic crisis worsened, the 
CBSL began raising rates from early 2022 with a re-
cord seven-percentage-point hike in April last year. 
The lending rates peaked at 16.5 percent in March 
and have since been reduced gradually. — AFP

US offers no fresh 
cash to climate fund 
for developing world
PARIS: The United States offered no fresh cash to 
the world’s largest climate fund on Thursday, over-
shadowing pledges of financial support for nations 
most vulnerable to global warming and infuriating 
campaigners. The Green Climate Fund (GCF), seen 
as a key element of the landmark 2015 Paris Agree-
ment, funnels grants and loans for adaptation and 
mitigation projects, mostly in Africa, the Asia-Pacific 
region, Latin America and the Caribbean.

It plays a part in the promise by rich countries 
to supply $100 billion of climate finance to poor-
er nations every year, which has already missed an 
initial 2020 deadline. Financing is one of the most 
contentious topics in international climate diplo-
macy as the world scrambles to limit warming to 

1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels. 
Developing countries least responsible for climate 
change are seeking support from richer polluting 
nations to adapt to the increasingly ferocious and 
expensive consequences of extreme weather, and 
for their transitions to cleaner energy.

The issue will play a major role in crunch UN talks, 
COP28, beginning in Dubai on November 30. More 
than $9.3 billion was pledged at the donor confer-
ence in Bonn, with the total set to rise as countries 
prepare to make announcements soon, according to 
the German government. But the United States re-
fused to announce a new contribution, citing “un-
certainty in our budget processes”. The US House 
of Representatives is in limbo after far-right Repub-
licans helped to oust its speaker Kevin McCarthy 
on Tuesday, weeks ahead of a new funding deadline 
that could shut down the federal government.

Washington emphasized its “strong and steadfast 
confidence” in the GCF, according to a statement 
read out on behalf of Alexia Latortue, Assistant Sec-
retary for International Trade and Development. But 
“to stay at the vanguard and rise to the moment on 

climate, the GCF must evolve,” the statement added.
The United States pledged around $3 billion for 

the fund’s first resource mobilization in 2014 under 
former president Barack Obama, but his successor 
Donald Trump gave nothing five years later.

‘Inexcusable’ 
Australia—one of the world’s biggest pollut-

ers—said it was rejoining the fund after withdrawing 
under former conservative leader Scott Morrison. 
Zionist entity said it would make its first contribu-
tion, while countries including Belgium, Finland and 
Ireland committed to stumping up fresh cash.

But campaigners were left disappointed by what 
they saw as a lack of action by countries who reiter-
ated previously announced pledges or made no new 
efforts. “With COP28 on the horizon, the GCF replen-
ishment conference has fallen short of expectations,” 
said Harjeet Singh, head of global political strategy at 
Climate Action Network International. “The silence of 
the United States, even as it participates on the GCF 
board and shapes policies without meeting its financial 
obligations, is glaring and inexcusable.” — AFP
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Located in the heart of the Bahraini 
capital Manama is the house-
turned museum, which paid trib-

ute to late Saudi poet Dr Gasi Al-Go-
saibi, known for his supportive stance 
in regards to the GCC and Kuwait in 
particular. 

The house reflects the Saudi poet’s 
contributions throughout his life with a 
myriad of digital and audio displays tell-
ing the story of the prolific figure. The 
house’s library, overlooking a cafe and 
garden, is filled to the brim with Al-Go-
saibi works notably books reflecting his 
honorable stance with Kuwait during the 
horrific Iraq invasion of 1990. – KUNA

A portrait of the late poet Dr Gasi Al-Gosaibi 
in the lobby.

The house-museum reflects the Saudi poet’s contributions.

Some of the most prominent books of the Saudi poet.

An interior garden linking the old and the modern parts 
of the house-turned-museum.

The museum displays poet’s books re-
flecting his honorable stance with Kuwait 
during the horrific Iraq invasion.

Personal belongings of the late poet displayed in the museum. Personal belongings of the late poet dis-
played in the museum.

A ballroom assigned for exhibitions and other cultural events.

The ceiling of the museum reflects in a way 
the late poet’s personality.

Russian doctors find needle in
80-year-old woman’s brain

An elderly woman in Russia’s Far 
East was revealed on Wednesday 
to have lived for 80 years with an 

inch-long needle in her brain, after doc-
tors made the unexpected discovery 
during a CT scan. Doctors believe the 
woman was the victim of a failed infanti-
cide carried out by her parents, and said 
they would not attempt to remove the 
needle for fear of worsening her condi-
tion. “Such cases during years of famine 
were not uncommon,” the local health de-
partment in the remote Russian region of 
Sakhalin said.

It said her parents likely decided 
to put their child to death during World 

War II, as she had been living with the 
three-centimeter-long needle “since 
birth”. This method was often used to 
hide evidence of the crime, it said. Food 
shortages were prevalent across the So-
viet Union during the war, and many peo-
ple lived in dire poverty.

“The needle penetrated her left pari-
etal lobe, but it did not have the intended 
effect—the girl survived,” the local health 
department said. It said the patient had 
never complained of headaches due to 
the injury, and was not in any danger. 
“Her condition is being monitored by the 
attending physician,” it said.—AFP

The English version of the latest 
novel by France’s popular and 
controversial writer Michel Houelle-

becq has been delayed and will now be 
released in September 2024, his French 
publisher said Wednesday. Houellebecq 
is arguably France’s most famous writer 
internationally, but has grown increasing-
ly controversial as his pessimistic views 
on the decline of Western civilization are 
seen as aligning with the far-right. His 
novel “Annihilation” will appear in English 
two-and-a-half years after its original 
French version, which was released in 
January 2022 and was soon after avail-

able in Italian, German, Spanish and oth-
er languages.

The delay was caused by publisher 
Picador buying the rights from Houel-
lebecq’s previous publisher, Vintage. 
The novel will also be released in North 
America in September 2024, by Farrar, 
Straus and Giroux. Picador called “An-
nihilation” a “deeply thought-provoking 
and moving new novel”. It is being trans-
lated by Northern Ireland’s Shaun White-
side, who also worked on Houellebecq’s 
previous book, “Serotonin”.—AFP

Striking Hollywood actors were 
due to meet with studio bosses 
in Los Angeles on Wednesday, 

raising hopes that hundreds of films 
and television shows could finally re-
sume production soon. The scheduled 
meeting between Screen Actors Guild 
(SAG-AFTRA) negotiators and heads 
of studios such as Disney and Netflix 
is the second this week. It comes one 
week after Hollywood writers went back 
to work after resolving their own lengthy 
and largely concurrent strike.

Given the flurry of talks, and over-
laps between SAG-AFTRA’s demands 
and those of the writers, many actors 
on the picket lines this week expressed 
optimism that a deal could be struck 
soon. “I’m so happy that the writers 
have a deal because I really feel like 
that gives us positive momentum,” said 
union member and “Silicon Valley” ac-
tress Elyssa Phillips.

“There’s a lot that’s going to be sim-
ilar. There’s a lot that’s different. But I 
feel like it puts a lot of positive energy ... 
moving forward with the negotiations.” 
Many Hollywood productions shut-
tered when the writers’ strike began 
in May. Even with writers now back to 
work, most productions cannot restart 
until the demands of SAG-AFTRA—
who walked out in July—are resolved. 
SAG-AFTRA and the studios had held 
no formal talks until this week, when a 
“full day bargaining session” took place.

Following those negotiations, both 
sides immediately agreed to come 
back to the table on Wednesday. Like 
the writers, actors have called for im-
proved pay, greater transparency over 
profits from hit streaming shows, and 
better protections against artificial intel-
ligence. In theory, analysts say the res-
olution of the writers’ strike should help 
the actors to settle a deal. But SAG-AF-
TRA pay demands go further than those 
of the writers. And their concerns about 
the threat of AI arguably run deeper.

Actors fear that the technology 
could be used to clone their voices and 
likenesses, and reuse them in perpe-
tuity without compensation or consent. 

“That’s going to be a hurdle that our ne-
gotiators have to go in and contend with 
and make sure that we get provisions 
and protections against,” said actress 
Michelle C. Bonilla, on a picket line out-
side Disney offices Tuesday.

Actors also have their own specific 
demands, such as restrictions on the 
use of remote, self-taped auditions, 

which became ubiquitous during the 
pandemic but are disliked by many of 
them. Some film and TV productions in-
volving smaller Hollywood studios have 
already resumed, thanks to tempo-
rary waivers known as “interim agree-
ments.”—AFP

Duncan Crabtree-Ireland (center), executive director and chief negotiator for SAG AFTRA, 
and the members of the negotiating committee address the SAG AFTRA members at the 
picket line outside of Warner Brothers in Burbank, California. — AFP photos

Actors Jeri Ryan (left) and Jonathan Del Arco walk among the SAG AFTRA members at the 
picket line outside of Warner Brothers in Burbank, California.



Friday, October 6, 2023

12
Lifestyle

Tiger populations are on the rise 
in the jungles of India and Ne-
pal and the predators are roam-

ing ever closer to villages, sparking a 
race among conservationists to find 
ways of avoiding conflict. They are 
increasingly finding solutions with arti-
ficial intelligence, a bunch of technol-
ogies designed to reason and make 
decisions like humans. Experts from 
Clemson University in South Carolina 
and several NGOs published research 
last month on their work using AI-en-
abled cameras that they say could help 
revolutionize tiger conservation. They 
placed tiny devices around enclosures 
in the two South Asian nations, both to 
protect villagers from the predators—
and the predators from poachers.

According to their research, pub-
lished in the BioScience journal, the 
camera system called TrailGuard can 
distinguish between tigers and other 
species and relay images to park rang-
ers or villagers within seconds. “We 
have to find ways for people and tigers 
and other wildlife to coexist,” Eric Din-

erstein, one of the authors of the report, 
told AFP. “Technology can offer us a 
tremendous opportunity to achieve that 
goal very cheaply.”

Elephants and Amazon loggers 
The research claims the cameras 

were immediately effective, picking up 

a tiger just 300 meters from a village, 
and on another occasion identifying a 
team of poachers. They say their sys-
tem was the first AI camera to identify 
and transmit a picture of a tiger, and it 
has almost wiped out false alarms—
when traps are tripped by passing 
boars or falling leaves. The scheme 
is one of several putting an AI spin on 
the established ideas of wildlife surveil-
lance. Researchers in Gabon are using 
AI to sift their camera trap images and 
are now trying a warning system for el-
ephants.

Teams in the Amazon are piloting 
equipment that can detect the sounds 
of chainsaws, tractors and other ma-
chinery associated with deforestation. 
And US tech titan Google teamed up 
with researchers and NGOs four years 
ago to collect millions of images from 
camera traps. The project, called Wild-
life Insights, automates the process of 
identifying species and labelling im-
ages, saving many hours of laborious 
work for researchers. Conservationists 
like Dinerstein, who also leads the tech 

team at the Resolve NGO, are sure 
that technology is helping their cause.

‘Early warning system’ 
Their goal is to ensure that 30 per-

cent of the Earth’s land and oceans are 
designated protected zones by 2030, 
as agreed by dozens of governments 
last year, with that number eventually 
going up to 50 percent. Those zones 
will need to be monitored, and animals 
will need to move safely between pro-
tected areas. “That’s what we’re shoot-
ing for, and the critical element of that is 
an early warning system,” he said. The 
plight of tigers underscores the size 
of the challenge. Their habitats have 
been devastated across Asia and their 
numbers in India fell to an all-time low 
of 1,411 in 2006, before steadily rising 
to current levels of around 3,500. In the 
mid-20th century, India was home to an 
estimated 40,000.

‘Jury still out’ 
Jonathan Palmer, head of conserva-

tion technology at the US-based Wild-

life Conservation Society (WCS), who 
was not involved in the study, said Trail-
Guard had exciting potential. But Palm-
er, who helped found Wildlife Insights 
with Google, said the broader uses of 
AI in conservation were not yet settled. 
“In most cases, AI species identification 
is still in its infancy,” he said. His NGO 
recommends outside verification of any 
species identification done by AI.

And Palmer said the “jury was out” 
on whether AI was better deployed in 
cameras at the scene or afterwards on 
servers or laptops. Those uncertainties 
aside, Dinerstein is widening the roll-
out of TrailGuard—this time with even 
bigger animals in his sights. “Elephants 
wander outside parks all the time and it 
leads to a massive amount of conflict,” 
he said. They destroy crops, cause cha-
os in villages and can even cause train 
crashes, with dozens of deaths every 
year, he added. “There’s an immense 
opportunity here to prevent that.”—AFP

This picture shows images of a wild tiger taken and transmitted using an AI camera sys-
tem in the forest corridor between Kanha Tiger Reserve and Pench Tiger Reserve near 
Balaghat, Madhya Pradesh, India. — AFP photos

This picture shows a close up of a tiger 
in the forest corridor between Kanha Ti-
ger Reserve and Pench Tiger Reserve near 
Balaghat, Madhya Pradesh, India.

This picture shows a team of experts installing an AI-enabled cameras in the forest 
corridor between Kanha Tiger Reserve and Pench Tiger Reserve near Balaghat, Mad-
hya Pradesh, India.

This picture shows a tiger track (also 
known as a pugmark) in freshly dried mud 
in the forest corridor between Kanha Ti-
ger Reserve and Pench Tiger Reserve near 
Balaghat, Madhya Pradesh, India.

The thunder of icebergs crashing 
into the turquoise sea of eastern 
Greenland is the sound of one of 

the planet’s most important ecosystems 
teetering on the edge of collapse. As 
the ice melts, the hunters in the village 
of Ittoqqortoormiit—home to one of the 
last Inuit hunting communities—worry 
where they will get water. Greenland’s 
ice sheets may hold one 12th of the 
world’s fresh water—enough to raise the 
sea level up seven meters (23 feet) if 
they were to melt—but climate change is 
already threatening the village’s supply. 
Cold winters, robust ice and snow are 
vital for both food and water for the Inuit 
of the Scoresby Sound, who live deeply 
intertwined with the natural world.

But temperatures in the Arctic are 
rising up to four times faster than the 
global average. On a headland of bar-
ren tundra some 500 kilometers (310 
miles) from the nearest settlement, It-
toqqortoormiit’s 350 people get their 
fresh water from a river fed by a gla-
cier that is melting fast. “In a few years 
it’s gone,” said Erling Rasmussen of 
the local utility company Nukissiorfiit. 
“The glaciers are smaller and smaller,” 
he said after the warmest July ever re-
corded at Summit Camp atop Green-
land’s ice sheet.

“In the future we may have to get 
drinking water from the ocean,” Ras-
mussen added. With melting ice for wa-
ter costly and unreliable, other isolated 
Greenland communities are already 
turning to desalination.

Thinning ice and hungry bears 
The Scoresby Sound—the biggest 

fjord system on the planet—is only free 
of ice for a month a year, with the locals 
within it relying on the meat provided 
by the hunters to survive the long polar 
night. Cargo ships only get to Ittoqqor-
toormiit, at the mouth of the fjords, once 
a year. The colossal drifting icebergs 
crowding the narrow passages are a 
challenge to even the most seasoned 
sailors. “We need our own meat. We 
cannot only buy Danish frozen meat,” 
said Jorgen Juulut Danielsen, a teacher 
and the village’s former mayor.

But as rising temperatures weak-
en the ice, traditional seal hunting by 
stalking their breathing holes on the ice 
has become progressively more difficult 
and dangerous for the local hunters. Pe-
ter Arqe-Hammeken almost lost his wife 
and two children when the ice gave way 
under their snowmobile when they were 
out hunting in January, when the tem-
perature was 20 below zero Centigrade 
(-4 Fahrenheit). His wife ruptured her 
biceps getting the oldest child, aged 12, 
from the water.

Less snow also makes it difficult for 
the dog sleds the hunters rely on. And it 
is not only humans who are facing chal-
lenges. The weakening sea ice is also 
increasingly pushing hungry polar bears 
to search for food within the settlement, 
locals report. “They come to land near 
the village, so people have to be care-
ful,” Danielsen said.

Polar cod in question 
Framed by the rust-colored moun-

tains of Rode Fjord, the breathtaking 
blue walls of glaciers that rise from the 
sea in the Inuit hunting grounds are vital 
to the ecosystem. The extreme condi-
tions mean the fjord is among the least 
studied places on the planet, with parts 
of it blanketed in icebergs. But after 
five years of meticulous planning, the 
French scientific initiative Greenlandia 
is rushing to document this front line of 
climate change before it is too late.

“You hear about global warming, 
but here you see it,” expedition leader 
Vincent Hilaire told AFP on board their 
sailing boat, Kamak. Caroline Bouch-
ard, senior scientist at the Greenland 
Climate Research Centre in Nuuk, 
fears that the receding glaciers will 
make the Scoresby Sound “a less rich 
ecosystem”. Glaciers that terminate in 
the sea trigger “upwelling”—pushing 
the nutrient-rich water from the bot-
tom of the fjord upwards with their cold 
meltwater. But as the glaciers melt, 
they recede inland and the ecosystem 
loses these nutrients for the plankton 
that feed the polar cod, which in turn 
feed the seal and bear that the Inuit of 
Ittoqqortoormiit rely on.

Catastrophic consequences 
On the deck of Kamak, Bouchard 

checked the contents of her nets, as the 
bright Arctic sunlight illuminated the myri-
ad of sealife on her Petri dish. Among the 
plankton and krill, the number of cod lar-
vae in her samples has dropped from 53 
last year to only eight this summer. While 
Bouchard said thorough analysis is re-
quired to determine the reasons for the 
decline, the figures are unexpectedly low. 

“If you suddenly crash the polar cod 
population, what’s going to happen with 
the ring seal, what’s going to happen with 
the polar bear?” she said. The potential 
collapse of polar cod could have cata-
strophic consequences for the local pop-
ulation that relies on both for their food 
from hunting. “It’s not just Ittoqqortoormiit 
that we lose. It’s a unique way of life,” 
Bouchard said.

Red algae melting glaciers 
New research conducted on the 

Greenlandia expedition are grim por-
tents for the future of the glaciers. In the 
warming fjord, a reddish hue is spread-
ing across the ice that has been dubbed 
“blood snow”. It is from a snow algae 
only formally discovered in 2019, San-
guina nivaloides, which develops a red 
or orange pigment to save it from the 
sun. But the pigment also lowers the 
reflectivity of the snow and speeds up 
melting. Once aware of it, even an in-
experienced observer can see how the 
crimson veil blankets extensive sections 
of the snow in the fjord.

Researchers say it is responsible for 
12 percent of the total annual surface 
melt of the Greenland ice sheet, a “colos-

sal” 32 billion tons of ice. With the algae 
seemingly spreading, scientists say we 
face being caught in a vicious circle—ris-
ing temperatures speeding glacier melt 
and promoting the growth of the algae 
which further accelerates the melting.

‘We need to wake up’ 
“We are facing a catastrophe,” said 

Eric Marechal, the director of research 
at the French National Centre for Sci-
entific Research (CNRS). To scientif-
ically demonstrate a phenomonen on 
the scale of the algae, 30 years of data 
is needed, he said, a luxury the world 
might not have. “The risk we have here 
is the disappearance of the complete 
ecosystem,” he said.

“Can this process be stopped in time? 
I don’t think so.” Approaching the tower-
ing glacier cascading down a steep valley 
in Vikingebugt, expedition leader Hilaire 
pointed his rifle to a trail left in the mud 
by a polar bear. For Marechal, making 
the challenging trek into bear country is a 
risk worth taking to sample the red snow 
draping the glacier.

His team at CNRS and the Snow 
Research Centre of Meteo-France are 
rushing to collect field samples in Green-
land and retrieve historical satellite data 
to gain a deeper understanding of the 
algae’s behavior. “We need to wake up 
and address this question seriously,” 
Marechal said. “What is happening in 
Greenland (is key to) the disruption of the 
global water cycle, and the major melting 
that is causing the oceans to rise.”—AFP

This photograph shows Greenland dogs 
near a river flowing from a glacier provid-
ing drinking water to a nearby village in It-
toqqortoormiit in Scoresby Fjord, Greenland.

This photograph shows snow covered with 
red ice Algae (Sanguina) as Eric Marechal, 
director of research at the French Nation-
al Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS) 
analyses it in Scoresby Fjord near Ittoqqor-
toormiit, Greenland. — AFP photos

An elderly man sits near polar bear skin 
items for sale in Ittoqqortoormiit.

This underwater photograph shows a melt-
ing iceberg due to unusually high tempera-
tures in Scoresby Fjord, Greenland.
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By Abdellatif Sharaa

Under the patronage and in the 
presence of Minister of Social 
Affairs and Family and Child-

hood Affairs Sheikh Firas Saud Al-Ma-
lik Al-Sabah, the opening ceremony of 
the World Bowling Championship was 
held at the Boulevard Hall. The cere-
mony featured an operetta and folklor-
ic performances that celebrated world 
cultures with a distinct Kuwaiti touch, 
earning applause from the audience.

Sheikh Firas expressed strong 
support for hosting the World Bowl-
ing Championship in Kuwait due to its 
high technical standards. He also ex-
pressed hope that Kuwait would host 
various sports championships in the 
future. Sheikh Firas emphasized that 
hosting such championships in Kuwait 
would provide Kuwaiti players with op-
portunities to gain more experience 
and enhance their technical skills. He 
commended the efforts of the organiz-
ing committee and the thorough prepa-
rations made to ensure the success of 
the tournament at all levels.

Sheikh Talal Al-Mohammad Al-Sa-
bah, the Head of the Organizing Com-
mittee and President of the World and 
Asian Bowling Federations, highlighted 
that the initiative to organize this sig-
nificant world event was driven by the 
Kuwait Bowling Club’s commitment to 
developing the game locally and glob-
ally. He noted that the championship 
featured the participation of some of 
the world’s most prominent players, 

promising a high level of technical ex-
cellence. He expressed optimism about 
good results from Kuwaiti players, both 
male and female.

The opening ceremony was at-
tended by Deputy Director General for 
Sport at the Public Authority for Sport 
Hamid Al-Hazeem, Sheikha Naeema 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and other 
dignitaries.

Sheikh Firas Al-Sabah and Sheikh Talal Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah at the opening ceremony.

The man accused of murder in con-
nection with the gang-feud slaying 
of rapper Tupac Shakur a quarter 

of a century ago appeared in a US court 
Wednesday. Duane “Keefe D” Davis, 60, 
was charged last week over the killing, 
despite not being the man wielding the 
weapon in Las Vegas in 1996. Davis 
was brought into court in handcuffs and 
wearing blue detention center clothes, 
the Las Vegas Review Journal reported. 
The formal arraignment was delayed 
and Davis did not enter a plea to the 
charge of murder with a deadly weapon 
with the intent to promote, further or as-
sist a criminal gang.

Davis has long acknowledged his 
involvement in the slaying, boasting 
he was the “on-site commander” in the 
effort to kill Shakur and Death Row 
Records boss Marion “Suge” Knight in 
revenge for an assault on his nephew. 
Under Nevada law, anyone who aids or 
abets a murder can be charged with the 
killing, in the same way that a getaway 
driver can be charged with bank robbery 
even if he never entered the bank.—AFP

This handout picture provided by the Las 
Vegas Metropolitan Police Department 
shows the booking picture of Duane “Keffe 
D” Davis. — AFP

French rapper MHD on Wednesday 
appealed a 12-year jail term hand-
ed down last month for the 2018 

murder of a young man in Paris, his law-
yer Antoine Vey said. MHD, real name 
Mohamed Sylla, was sentenced on Sep-
tember 24 after the victim was rammed 
with a car before being set upon by a 
mob and stabbed to death. Five of his 
fellow defendants were also jailed over 
the killing, receiving jail terms of between 
10 and 18 years, over what prosecutors 
said was a fight between rival gangs.

Four of them have likewise appealed, 
while the other defendant is currently on 
the run, a source close to the case said. 
Three other men were acquitted of the 
killing on the night of July 5 of Loic K, 23, 
run over by a  Mercedes in Paris’ tenth 
district. The car was found burnt the fol-
lowing day in a parking lot. Several wit-
nesses placed Sylla at the scene of the 
crime. A local resident filmed the incident 
from his window, and the Mercedes was 
quickly identified as belonging to MHD.

Other witnesses identified him by 
his haircut or a sweatshirt by Puma—for 
which he was a brand ambassador—ac-
cording to investigative reports seen by 
AFP. He denies any involvement in the 
murder. The pioneer of afro-trap—a mix 
of hip-hop and African traditions—MHD 
rose to fame after becoming a viral sen-
sation in 2015. The 29-year-old was 
charged with homicide in January 2019 
and imprisoned. He was released after a 
year and a half in custody as investiga-
tions continued, and released a new al-
bum. The prosecution had demanded he 
be slapped with an 18-year term.—AFP

French 
rapper 

MHD

Dancers performing during the event.

The NFL might be “overdoing it,” 
but the breathless attention on 
pop superstar Taylor Swift amid 

her rumored romance with Kansas City 
Chiefs star Travis Kelce shows no sign 
of abating. Chatting with his brother Ja-
son, the Philadelphia Eagles center, on 
their “New Heights” podcast, Travis said 
Wednesday that broadcaster NBC’s 17 
cutaway shots to Swift and a few of her 
famous friends during the Chiefs’ victo-
ry over the New York Jets on Sunday 
was probably too many. “I think it’s fun 
when they show who all is at the game, 
you know?” Travis Kelce said. “I think it 
brings a little more to the atmosphere, 
brings a little bit more to what you’re 
watching. “But at the same time .... “

Jason’s opinion was a brisk “They’re 
overdoing it,” and Travis concurred. “Es-
pecially in my situation,” Travis Kelce 
said. Swift, a 12-time Grammy winner 
with a legion of dedicated fans, collided 
with the NFL universe when she attend-
ed the Chiefs’ home win over the Chica-
go Bears on September 24, sitting with 
the Kelce brothers’ mother, Donna, and 
fueling speculation that she and the star 
tight end were an item. The “Lavender 
Haze” singer was back, along with ac-
tors Blake Lively, Ryan Reynolds and 
Hugh Jackman, for the Chiefs’ road win 
at MetLife Stadium outside New York in 
the coveted Sunday Night Football slot.

Even the White House was caught 
up in the conjecture, with National Se-
curity Council spokesman John Kirby 
asked at a press briefing what President 
Joe Biden made of the rumored relation-
ship. “You know, in the vernacular of the 
National Security Council, I can neither 
confirm nor deny those reports,” Kirby 
said. Either way, Front Office Sports 
counted 17 cutaway shots to Swift and 
friends during NBC’s broadcast of the 
game—compared to eight cutaways to 
injured Jets quarterback Aaron Rodgers.

“Damn that’s crazy,” Travis Kelce 

said. “It’s like once a drive.” Added Ja-
son: “I mean, that’s more than Jack 
Nicholson courtside for the Lakers.” In 
fact, Jason Kelce said the NFL could 
perhaps learn from how the NBA show-
cases its celebrity fans. “Like basketball 
has it all figured out,” he said. “They’re 
all courtside, they’re sitting there. They 
show ‘em once or twice, but then they 
get back to the game. “NFL’s like, ‘Look 
at all these A-list celebrities at the game! 
Keep showing ‘em, show ‘em!’”

Pop cultural moment 
The NFL, however, made no apol-

ogies for “leaning in” to the tidal wave 
of interest surrounding Kelce and Swift 
on social media and beyond. “We fre-
quently change our bios and profile im-
agery based on what’s happening in and 
around our games, as well as culturally,” 
the league said in a statement to People 

magazine. “The Taylor Swift and Travis 
Kelce news has been a pop cultural mo-
ment we’ve leaned into in real time, as 
it’s an intersection of sport and enter-
tainment, and we’ve seen an incredible 
amount of positivity around the sport.”

The NFL and NBC also saw another 
huge boost to viewership, with Sunday’s 
game drawing 27 million viewers, more 
than any for a Sunday night contest 
since the Super Bowl in February. Ac-
cording to the Nielsen data and analyt-
ics firm, that figure included a 53% surge 
among teenage girls. Swift’s weekends 
won’t be free all season. She’s taking a 
break from her wildly popular interna-
tional tour, but performances will resume 
in November. The reigning Super Bowl 
champion Chiefs visit the Minnesota Vi-
kings on Sunday.—AFP

Donna Kelce and Taylor Swift are seen during the first half of a game between the Chicago 
Bears and the Kansas City Chiefs at GEHA Field at Arrowhead Stadium on Sept 24, 2023 in 
Kansas City, Missouri. —  AFP 
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Twins, Rangers advance in MLB 
Playoffs as Phillies, D-Backs win

Phillies set up a showdown with top-seeded Braves
LOS ANGELES: The Minnesota Twins won a Ma-
jor League Baseball playoff series for the first time in 
more than two decades Wednesday, beating Toronto 
2-0 to sweep their best-of-three wild card set. The 
Twins lined up a best-of five Division Series against 
the World Series champion Astros, starting on Sat-
urday in Houston. The Texas Rangers also advanced 
in the American League with home runs from Adolis 
Garcia and rookie Evan Carter fueling a 7-1 victory 
over the Tampa Bay Rays.

In the National League, the Philadelphia Phillies 
set up a showdown with the top-seeded Atlanta 
Braves after beating the Miami Marlins 7-1 to com-
plete a 2-0 series win. Bryson Stott crushed a grand 
slam in the sixth inning to seal Philadelphia’s victory. 
The Arizona Diamondbacks meanwhile will face the 
Los Angeles Dodgers in the divisional series after 
downing the Milwaukee Brewers 5-2 in another se-
ries sweep. The Twins wrapped up their first playoff 
series win since they beat the Oakland Athletics in 
the AL Division Series in 2002. With nine straight 
playoff series defeats they had become a byword for 
post-season futility, but that streak ended a day after 
they ended a playoff skid that stood at 18 games - 

the longest such slump in any major North American 
sports league. “It feels amazing,” said shortstop Car-
los Correa, who drove in a run with the bases loaded 
to open the scoring in the fourth inning.

Max Kepler then scored on Willi Castro’s ground 
out and that would be all the offense Minnesota 
needed. “To get that first win in a long time yester-
day, it was special,” Correa said. “But to get this win 
right here and move on to the next round, it feels 
amazing.” Toronto left eight runners on base, strand-
ing multiple runners in the first, second, fifth and sixth 
innings. The Blue Jays had two runners on the fifth 
when Twins pitcher Sonny Gray picked off Vladimir 
Guerrero Jr at second base to end the inning.

Correa will be in familiar territory when the Twins 
travel to Houston. He played for the Astros for sev-
en seasons, helping them reach three World Series 
and win one in 2017 before signing with the Twins 
as a free agent. At Tampa Bay, Rangers pitcher Na-
than Eovaldi allowed six hits with eight strike outs 
and no walks over 6 2/3 innings in his third win over 
the Rays this year. Garcia launched a four-run fourth 
inning with a 416-foot leadoff homer against Tampa 
Bay pitcher Zach Eflin.—AFP

MINNEAPOLIS: Alejandro Kirk #30 of the Toronto Blue Jays hits a single against Sonny Gray #54 of the Min-
nesota Twins during the second inning in Game Two of the Wild Card Series on October 04, 2023. — AFP

Biles wins 20th 
world title; US 
seal team gold
ANTWERP: Simone Biles claimed her 20th world 
title as she continued her return from a two-year 
break to lead the United States to a seventh straight 
women’s team gold at the world gymnastics cham-
pionships in Antwerp on Wednesday. The USA ex-
tended their domination going back to 2011, in the 
absence of Russia, the last team to beat them in a 
major competition. “It’s crazy, we still pulled it out, 
I’m really proud of the team,” said Biles. “It’s the sev-
enth title in a row for the United States. For some 
girls, it’s their first World Championship, I’m excited 
to share that with them.”

The Americans scored 167.729 points to take 
gold ahead of Brazil (165.530) with Olympic hosts 
France winning bronze (164.064). “She’s the leader, 
having someone so inspiring and so encouraging... 
Team USA came together and we did what we need-
ed to do tonight,” said Biles’ teammate Shilese Jones. 
The team victory gives Biles her 26th world medal 
and a record-extending 20th world title.

And she could extend that tally as she is still in 
the running for five other podiums in Antwerp. The 
Texan has made an impressive comeback, two years 
after the Tokyo Olympics. Arriving in Japan as the 
big favorite thanks to her four gold medals won five 
years earlier in Rio de Janeiro, Biles broke down in 
full view of a global audience, withdrawing from four 
of the five finals. She explained that she was fight-
ing against the “twisties”, a temporary mental block 
whereby gymnasts lose their sense of where they are 
in the air, with the risk of injury when they land.

‘I’m not 16 any more’ 
In Antwerp, however, she seems to be getting her 

career back on track. It was in the same city that 
Biles won her first world gold 10 years ago during 
her first world championships, when she claimed four 
medals, including two golds. “I think each and every 
time you are crowned world champion it feels a little 
bit different,” Biles told journalists in Belgium. “I’m 
still surprised, I’m 26, I’m a little bit older so it feels 
just as good as the first one just because we broke 
records, we came together, we had fight. It’s different 
but it’s exciting. “I’m not like 16 any more, I’m 26, 
like everything feels different. “I’m thinking a little bit 
more about my gymnastics. It’s not so carefree.

“Staying at the top and just pushing day in, day 
out is a little bit harder because I’m older, my body 
is tired and everybody’s like ‘Gosh she looks great’ 
and I’m like, I feel I’m going to die sometimes and 
then I come out here and I rely on my training and 
get back to work.” To achieve this latest title, the 
1.42m gymnast didn’t even need to perform her in-
credible Yurchenko double pike which now bears 
her name. On Wednesday, she settled for a Cheng, 
executed to perfection to launch the American 
campaign. Despite a slight imbalance on the beam, 
her overall performance, highlighted by scoring 
15.166 on the floor, was again strong, like on Sunday 
during the qualifications.—AFP

ANTWERP: US’ Simone Biles competes on the Balance Beam in the Women’s Team Final during the 52nd FIG 
Artistic Gymnastics World Championships, in Antwerp on October 4, 2023. — AFP

Pedro lifts Lazio 
as Celtic crash
GLASGOW: Lazio kick-started their Champions 
League campaign with a last-gasp 2-1 win against 
Celtic as Pedro netted in the final seconds of Wednes-
day’s clash in Glasgow. Maurizio Sarri’s side arrived 
at Parkhead under a cloud after a wretched run in 
Serie A. But Lazio banished the gloom in the most 
dramatic fashion when Pedro headed home with just 
moments left to stun raucous Parkhead into silence. 
Celtic took the lead through Japan striker Kyogo Fu-
ruhashi’s first Champions League goal. However, the 
Scottish champions’ hopes of winning on home soil in 
the Champions League group stage for the first time 
in 10 years were dashed.

Matias Vecino headed Lazio’s equalizer before the 
interval and former Chelsea winger Pedro produced 
the late plot twist. “We had a great first half, then we 
had a period of being under pressure, but this time 
we showed more character to stay in the game. When 
that happens, usually you are rewarded,” Sarri said. 
“I told the lads before the match that we were nearly 
there, not to listen to what anyone else says. “We are 
close to being competitive. I hope this result can give 
us a positive reaction, some confidence and belief.”

Sarri’s men are languishing in 16th place in Serie 
A and looked vulnerable for long periods in the east 
end of Glasgow. But once again they bagged a price-
less late goal in Europe’s elite club competition after 
goalkeeper Ivan Provedel’s stoppage-time equalizer 
in their opening group game against Atletico Madrid. 
Following a defeat against AC Milan at the weekend, 
Sarri had criticized the state of his squad in the wake 
of what he deemed a poor transfer window.

This gritty display was hugely encouraging 
against that troubled backdrop, leaving Lazio second 
in Group E on the same points as leaders Atletico. 
Celtic have not claimed three points from a Champi-
ons League home game since a 2-1 win over Ajax in 
2013 and the wait will go on at least until they host 
Atletico on October 25. Beaten at Feyenoord in their 
opening group game this season, Celtic have won just 
one of their last 23 Champions League group games 
and face an uphill task to qualify for the last 16.

“We’re bitterly disappointed. It was a devastat-
ing way to lose because we deserved something, 
but we’ll analyse it and learn the lessons,” Celt-
ic boss Brendan Rodgers said. “To concede late 
on like we did, it’s really harsh on us. But there is 
learning there, you have to secure the ball in the 
game and if you’re not going to win it at that stage, 
you certainly can’t lose it.”—AFP

Leicester  regain 
Championship top 
spot, beat Preston
LONDON: Leicester surged back to the top of 
the Championship with a record-equalling 3-0 
win against promotion rivals Preston on Wednes-
day. The Foxes had been knocked out of pole po-
sition by Ipswich’s victory against Hull on Tues-
day but they responded in emphatic fashion at the 
King Power Stadium. Two second-half goals from 
Kiernan Dewsbury-Hall either side of a Kelechi 
Iheanacho strike sent a message to the rest of the 
second-tier promotion chasers. The victory was 
Leicester’s ninth in their 10 Championship match-
es this season, moving them two points clear of 
Ipswich as they chase an immediate return to the 
Premier League after last season’s relegation.

Leicester have equaled the best start to a 
Championship season, matching Sheffield Unit-
ed’s 27-point haul from the first 10 games of the 
2005-06 campaign. “I just said to the players that 
what you have done today is something that is 
not normal,” Leicester boss Enzo Maresca said. 
“And not only because your club is Leicester have 
you achieved something like this. There are other 
clubs in the Championship who are important like 
us but they struggle. “So it is something import-
ant, but it is early days.” Crysencio Summerville’s 
first-half goal clinched Leeds’ 1-0 victory over 
struggling QPR at Elland Road.

QPR goalkeeper Asmir Begovic was sent off in 
stoppage time to cap another disappointing dis-
play for the third-bottom west Londoners. Niall 
Huggins’ first goal of his career helped fourth-
placed Sunderland to a 2-0 win against Watford at 
the Stadium of Light. It was a goal to remember for 
the 22-year-old defender as his thunderous effort 
flew in off the underside of the bar two minutes 
before half-time. Sunderland wrapped up a sixth 
win from their last eight matches through Abdoul-
lah Ba’s 62nd-minute header.

Watford, who handed head coach Valerien Is-
mael a contract extension on Tuesday, have only 
won once since the opening weekend of the sea-
son. The Hornets’ miserable night was completed 
with three minutes remaining when substitute 
Ryan Andrews was given a straight red card for 
a reckless tackle on Jack Clarke. Tommy Conway 
scored deep into stoppage time to earn Bristol 
City a 2-1 victory at second-bottom Rotherham, 
while Swansea were 2-1 winners against Norwich 
at the Liberty Stadium. Haji Wright headed a late 
goal as Coventry made it two consecutive wins 
with a 1-0 victory over Blackburn.— AFP

Leicester City’s Nigerian striker Kelechi Iheanacho

Atletico produce 
another comeback 
to beat Feyenoord
MADRID: Alvaro Morata hit a brace as Atletico 
Madrid twice came from behind to beat Feyenoord 
3-2 and move top of Champions League Group E on 
Wednesday. Spanish striker Morata has excelled this 
season, becoming a key figure for Diego Simeone’s 
side in attack, alongside Antoine Griezmann, who 
netted Atletico’s other goal. The Rojiblancos were 
inconsistent but moments of quality from Morata 
and Griezmann proved the difference in an end-to-
end clash at the Metropolitano. “They all have great 
teams, this is the Champions League, you have to 
suffer to win,” Morata told Movistar. “We pressed 
for it, we knew how to suffer and took three very 
important points.”

The forward said he was delighted by the atmo-
sphere Atletico fans created. “If we continue like 
this, with the fans giving everything to us, it will be 
difficult for anyone to beat us,” he added. Atletico, 
knocked out in the group stage last year, were left 

with a familiar sinking feeling at the end of their 
opening group game at Lazio after the opposition 
goalkeeper headed home in unlikely fashion to deny 
them victory at the death.

That disappointment increased the pressure on 
them to beat Feyenoord at home and take control of 
the group, with any other result likely to cause them 
big problems down the line. Simeone was without 
several players because of injury but acknowledged 
beforehand what mattered was only the result, re-
gardless of who was fit or not. Feyenoord started 
brightly and took the lead after just seven minutes 
when Ayase Ueda’s shot, saved by Jan Oblak, rico-
cheted in off Atletico defender Mario Hermoso, who 
was sliding in to stop the initial effort.

Japan international Ueda was starting in the 
stead of Feyenoord’s suspended top scorer Santia-
go Gimenez. Morata pulled Atletico back level with 
a smart finish at the near post after Feyenoord de-
fender Mats Wieffer diverted the ball into his path 
and away from the offside Saul Niguez. The visitors 
again took the lead in the 34th minute when David 
Hancko blasted home from close range after his first 
attempt from Calvin Stengs’ crossed free-kick was 
saved by Oblak. However Atletico hit back through 
Griezmann with an acrobatic effort hooked over his 
own head to level the game at the break.—AFP

MADRID: Atletico Madrid’s Spanish midfielder #08 Saul Niguez heads the ball during the UEFA Champions League 
1st round day 2 group E football match between Club Atletico de Madrid and Feyenoord on October 4, 2023. — AFP



LEIPZIG: Julian Alvarez and Jeremy 
Doku came off the bench to grab late 
goals and push Manchester City to a 
3-1 victory at RB Leipzig in the Cham-
pions League on Wednesday. Facing 
Leipzig in the competition for the third 
straight year, City dominated from the 
start, Phil Foden slamming in the open-
er after some impressive lead-up play 
from teenage wing-back Rico Lewis. 

Clearly outclassed in the first half, 
Leipzig struck back immediately after 
half-time, Lois Openda scoring after a 
sweeping counter attack to equalize. 
But with Leipzig focused on talisman 

Erling Haaland, who scored five in 60 
minutes the last time these sides met, 
it was the Norwegian’s understudy 
who scored the crucial goal, curling 
in City’s second just five minutes after 
being introduced.

Doku sealed the win with a goal 
in injury time. City forward Foden 
praised Alvarez’s “magical” goal, tell-
ing TNT sports “he’s someone we look 
to for the big goals.” “He came on and 
changed the game. He’s a really im-
portant player for us.” City boss Pep 
Guardiola praised his “perfect” side, 
saying “we took the game with a lot 
of passes and when a team is able to 
do this, very nice things are going to 
happen to you.” “We played a fantastic 
game in all departments.”

City came into the game after two 
losses in a row for the first time since 
January. Guardiola told the post-match 
press conference the victory put his 

team’s recent struggles “in perspective”. 
“People say ‘oh, you lost a game, what 
happened?’ but you need to put it in 
perspective, after what we’ve won in the 
last years, we’re still here and we have 

got this passion.” Leipzig manager Mar-
co Rose called the result “a deserved win 
for City, even if we would have wished 
to defend that 1-1 until the end.” “We’ll 
continue to learn from the best.” — AFP

NEWCASTLE: Newcastle had been waiting 20 
years for a night like this and it was worth the wait 
for 50,000 Geordies as the Magpies blew away Par-
is Saint-Germain 4-1 to announce their arrival as a 
Champions League threat. The first ever meeting be-
tween the clubs pitted the sporting interests of Saudi 
Arabia up against Qatar. Saudi emerged victorious 
and in some style as Newcastle’s rapid rise less than 
two years since the Gulf Kingdom’s sovereign wealth 
fund took control of the club shows no signs of stop-
ping. Not since PSG’s collapse to lose a 4-0 first leg 
lead in a 6-1 defeat at Barcelona in 2017 have the 
French champions suffered such a humbling on the 
Champions League stage.

That embarrassment triggered the club’s Qatari 
owners to break the world’s transfer record twice in a 
matter of months to land Neymar and Kylian Mbappe. 
Yet, the star-studded project is still yet to conquer 
Europe and there were lessons for PSG to learn on 
and off the pitch at St. James’ Park. Despite spending 
nearly £400 million ($483 million) on new players, 
Newcastle are not even among the top spenders in 
the Premier League since the Saudi-backed takeover. 
Three of their goalscorers on Wednesday—Miguel 
Almiron, Sean Longstaff and Fabian Schar—were al-
ready at the club when they were fighting relegation 
from the English top-flight just two years ago.

The other, Dan Burn, has fought his way to the top 
from starting his career in the sixth tier of English 
football at Blyth Spartans and cost £13 million from 
Brighton in 2021. Both Burn and Longstaff are lifelong 
fans of their hometown club and grew up watching 
Newcastle from the stands of St James’ Park. “For me 
and Burny to score is unreal,” said Longstaff. “There’s 
a few here who probably thought three years ago we 
were out the door. I’m so proud to be from Newcas-
tle, I’m over the moon.”

PSG have long been criticized for failing to make 

the most of the hotbed of talent on their doorstep in 
the French capital. Most famously, they lost their only 
Champions League final to Bayern Munich from a 
goal scored by Parisian-born Kingsley Coman, who 
left PSG as a teenager. Luis Enrique warned before 
the game that Newcastle were the side from the low-
est pot of seeds for the group stage that everyone 
wanted to avoid. Yet it did not stop the former Barce-
lona boss from naming three big money summer sign-
ings Ousmane Dembele, Goncalo Ramos and Randal 
Kolo Muani alongside Mbappe in a front four. — AFP
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Clinics
Kaizen center 25716707
Rawda 22517733
Adaliya 22517144
Khaldiya 24848075
Kaifan 24849807
Shamiya 24848913
Shuwaikh 24814507
Abdullah Salem 22549134
Nuzha 22526804
Industrial Shuwaikh  24814764
Qadsiya 22515088
Dasmah 22532265
Bneid Al-Gar 22531908
Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381
Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082
Mirqab 22456536
Sharq 22465401
Salmiya 25746401

Hospitals
Sabah Hospital 24812000
Amiri Hospital 22450005
Maternity Hospital 24843100
Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital 25312700
Chest Hospital 24849400
Farwaniya Hospital 24892010
Adan Hospital 23940620
Ibn Sina Hospital 24840300

Clinics & Hospitals Change of Name

C l a s s i f i e d s
I, VINITHA ROSHNI D’SOUZA, holder of In-
dian Passport No. X5373929, residing in Ku-
wait at present, hereby declare that henceforth 
my name will be read as VINEETHA ROSHNI 
D’SOUZA. (C#4242) - 06-10-2023.

I, SHABNAM FIROZ SHAIKH, holder of Indi-
an Passport No. W4671252 having permanent 
(H.No. 48, Flat No. 302, 3rd Floor, Abdul Qa-
dir Madoo Manzil, Bhusor Mohalla, Bhiwan-
di Thane, Maharashtra, INDIA ñ Pin Code: 
421302) residing in Kuwait at present hereby 
declare that henceforth my name will be read 
as SHABNAM AHMED MUSTAFA SHAIKH. 
(C#4240) — 05-10-2023

I, Osman Bin Salam S/o: Salam Bin Moham-
med Bin Mahfooz R/o: 23-1-915, Moghalpura, 
inside Dowdi Kalyan, Hyd, TS. Passport No: 
M9886038, do hereby announce that I have 
changed my name to OSMAN BIN SALAM 
BIN MAHFOOZ. For all future record purposes. 
(C#4241) — 05-10-2023

I, ALIASGAR HUSEN NALAWALA, holder of 
Indian Passport No. V7774084 having per-
manent address Gujarat, India - 389151 re-
siding in Kuwait at present, hereby declare 
that henceforth my name will be read as given 
name ALIASGAR HUSENI and surname NAL-
AWALA. (C#4239) - 04-10-2023.

Barcelona ‘get rid of ghosts’ 
with important win at Porto

Catalans cling on desperately to secure victory
PORTO: Ferran Torres’s strike earned Barcelona a 
tense 1-0 win at Porto in the Champions League on 
Wednesday, which coach Xavi Hernandez said “got 
rid of ghosts” the club had from previous years. Bar-
celona have been eliminated in the opening stage in 
the past two editions but this hard-fought triumph on 
the road puts them in a strong position as Group H 
leaders to avoid a third consecutive strike-out. 

Xavi said the trip to the north of Portugal would 
be the hardest group game and his team had to dig 
deep, surviving a penalty which was cancelled after 
a VAR review and an offside goal in the gripping 
final stages. Barca midfielder Gavi was sent off in 
stoppage time for a second yellow card as the Cat-
alans clung on desperately to secure victory. “We 
lacked a lot of calm, a lot of patience (but) this is 
Europe, it’s Porto, it’s away from home, everything is 
hard, very hard,” Xavi told reporters, after his 100th 
game as Barca coach.

“If we talk about negatives there are a lot, but 
if we talk about positives there are a lot too. “We 
came from having ‘ghosts’, but now we’ve got rid of 
them. We were able to win away from home against 
a historic team.” Five-time champions Barcelona last 
won the competition in 2015, with the years since 
littered with struggle and failure on the continent. 
Xavi selected youngster Lamine Yamal on the right 
wing, making him the youngest starter in Champions 
League history at 16 years and 83 days.

The teenager showed some bright sparks in 
the first half but largely Porto were on top, cutting 
through a Barcelona midfield shorn of the injured Pe-
dri and Frenkie de Jong. Barcelona holding midfielder 

Oriol Romeu endured a tough night, with Porto har-
rying him at every possible moment, roared on by a 
packed Dragao stadium. Brought in from Girona to 
replace Sergio Busquets, the job is proving a big one 
for the former Southampton and Chelsea man to han-
dle. He was fortunate to avoid a yellow card in the first 
half but his team-mates Joao Cancelo, Ronald Araujo 
and Gavi went into the book - along with coach Xavi.

Mehdi Taremi appealed for a penalty early on 
after Jules Kounde took a handful of his shirt in the 
area but it would have been soft. At the other end 
Joao Felix was involved in Barcelona’s best attack-
ing moments, to a cacophony of whistles from Porto 
fans who had not forgotten his Benfica past. The Ea-
gles beat Porto in the Portuguese Clasico last week, 
which Felix said would only motivate his old rivals 
even further. However Porto midfielder Romario Baro 
lost concentration just before half-time and it proved 
costly for his side, who had more than held their own.

Costly error
Romario’s under-hit pass was easily stolen by 

Ilkay Gundogan, who threaded through Torres. 
The Spanish forward, who replaced injured hitman 
Robert Lewandowski earlier in the first half, rolled 
home a low strike under Diogo Costa. Jules Kounde 
made a superb tackle and Marc-Andre ter Stegen 
twice denied Galeno as Barcelona did everything 
they could to keep Porto at bay. Ronald Araujo 
had cramp and Yamal had to be taken off with a 
stomach problem, with Barca problems mounting. 
Referee Anthony Taylor awarded Porto a penalty 
with 10 minutes to go after Cancelo handled in the 

box, but after a VAR review, cancelled the decision 
for an earlier handball by Stephen Eustaquio.

Taremi then scored a brilliant overhead kick 
but he was offside as he met winger Pepe’s cheeky 
scooped pass, with Barcelona holding on for the 
three points, despite Gavi’s late dismissal. “We had 
been talking about it, this match was worth half 

of the qualification,” Torres told Movistar. “It was 
a win that we had to get however we can, and we 
showed that we are good with the ball but we know 
how to suffer without it too. “Football is about tak-
ing advantage of opposition mistakes - they put us 
under a lot of high pressure. The important thing in 
the end is the three points.” — AFP

PORTO: FC Porto’s Iranian forward #09 Mehdi Taremi fights for the ball with Barcelona’s French de-
fender #23 Jules Kounde and Barcelona’s German goalkeeper #01 Marc-Andre ter Stegen during the 
UEFA Champions League 1st round day 2 group H football match between FC Porto and FC Barcelona on 
October 4, 2023. — AFP

Newcastle serve PSG 
dose of Champions 
League reality

NEWCASTLE: Newcastle United’s Brazilian midfielder #39 Bruno Guimaraes heads at goal but has his shot 
saved during the UEFA Champions League Group F football match between Newcastle United and Paris 
Saint-Germain on October 4, 2023. — AFP

Alvarez, Doku 
push City over 
Leipzig 3-1

LEIPZIG: Leipzig’s German goalkeeper #21 Janis Blaswich (left) misses to 
save the ball as Manchester City scores the 1-2 goal (scorer not in picture) 
during the UEFA Champions League Group G football match between RB 
Leipzig and Manchester City on October 4, 2023. — AFP

Messi-less Miami’s 
playoff hopes fade
MIAMI: Missing Lionel Messi again, Inter Miami’s 
hopes of squeezing into the MLS playoffs suffered 
a body blow on Wednesday with a 4-1 defeat to 
Chicago Fire. The defeat leaves Miami next to bot-
tom of the Eastern Conference and five points off 
the last playoff spot with just three games remain-
ing and their destiny no longer in their own hands. 
Wednesday’s action saw five teams in the Western 
Conference, including defending champions Los 
Angeles FC, earn places in the playoffs alongside 
top seed St. Louis City.

The prospect of seeing the Argentine World Cup 
winner Messi in action drew a record home crowd 
of 62,124 to Soldier Field in Chicago but with no 
Messi, it was Chicago’s own diminutive number 10 
who put on the show. Swiss former Liverpool and 
Bayern Munich playmaker Xherdan Shaqiri scored 
twice with his compatriot Maren Haile-Selassie also 
grabbing a brace.

Chicago’s win strengthens their chances of making 
the post-season for the first time since 2017, moving 
them up to eighth place. All the action came in the 
second half with Shaqiri opening the scoring four 
minutes after the interval, finishing off a fine passing 
move with a left-foot shot at the back post. Miami 
bounced back swiftly though with Josef Martinez 
converting a penalty after a handball from Chicago 
defender Jonathan Dean. Chicago regained the lead in 
the 62nd minute when substitute Haile-Selassie slot-
ted home after being played in by Fabian Herbers.

Haile-Selassie struck again to make it 3-1 with Mi-
ami’s back line slow to react to a cross from the right 
from Ousmane Doumbia and then Shaqiri completed 
the rout with a smart finish after he was put through 
by Gaston Gimenez. “It’s beautiful to see Soldier 
Field packed full for soccer game and I hope they’re 
going to come more and more because we showed 
today how good we are and the team spirit is here,” 
said Shaqiri. “We needed that win obviously and ev-
ery game now is a final...It was a perfect night for us,” 
added the 31-year-old.

In the Western Conference, the Seattle Sounders 
clinched their place in the playoffs thanks to a last-
gasp winner in a 2-1 victory against the Los Angeles 
Galaxy. The Sounders, who missed out on the play-
offs last year, secured their 14th playoff appearance 
in 15 seasons. But they had to wait until the sixth 
minute of stoppage time when Cristian Roldan fired 
home the winner.  Last year’s MLS Cup winners Los 
Angeles FC, earned their post-season spot in more 
emphatic fashion with a 5-1 thrashing of struggling 
Minnesota United. Denis Bouanga hit a first half hat-
trick, his fourth triple of the season, after his team had 
fallen a goal behind. — AFP



HANGZHOU: Countries desperate for Asian Games 
success are dangling houses, money, cars and even 
government jobs as incentives to athletes to bring 
home medals from Hangzhou. Competitors at the 
Games, which end on Sunday, publicly say they 
are more interested in glory than financial gain. But 
medals, especially of the gold variety, often come 
with a windfall that can change the lives of athletes 
and their families, especially those who are amateurs 
rather than professionals in their sport.

India doles out $36,000 for a gold at the Asian 
Games, a fortune in a country where tens of millions 
of people live below the poverty line and average 
annual income is $2,380. For some Indian competi-
tors, the even bigger prize is a stable salary - Olym-
pic and Asian Games medalists can have a govern-
ment job if they want one. Wrestler Vinesh Phogat 
was promoted to the rank of a senior railway official 
after her gold at the Asian Games in Jakarta in 2018, 
joining fellow wrestlers Bajrang Punia and Sakshi 
Malik. Singapore’s National Olympic Committee 

awards a $146,000 prize to individual athletes who 
clinch gold, a hefty sum but barely enough to buy a 
small flat in the wealthy city-state.

 Indonesia will gift a free home for any Asian 
Games medalist - as long as they provide the land 
to build it on. “For those who have land, we will 
build houses,” Indonesia’s Asian Games chef de 
mission Basuki Hadimuljono told local media.

If Kuwaiti gold medalists Abdullah Al-Rashidi and 
Yaqoub Al-Youha do not already drive, now would 
be the time to learn. Because a Kuwaiti businessman 
has offered to buy a car for those who win gold, with 
60-year-old shooter Al-Rashidi set to be gifted a 
Volvo. In South Korea, male athletes who win gold at 
the Games gain exemption from at least 18 months of 
military service. It is controversial back home, with 
one triumphant competitor in Hangzhou declining to 
talk about it when asked by AFP.

In most countries’ cases, the rewards are cash. 
But asked what it meant to them, athletes at the 
Games invariably said they were motivated by 

higher goals than mere material reward. Nation-
al pride is the most usual refrain, while Philippine 
boxing great Felix Marcial is fighting to make his 
family proud. “It’s for myself, for my wife, for my 
country, and for my father because I’m not here 
right now if not because of my father,” he told AFP 
after winning his semi-final on Wednesday. But 
there’s no doubt getting a monetary boost can be 
life-changing for some athletes, especially those 
from a poor background.

Neeraj Chopra is a world, Olympic and Asian 
Games champion, but it was not always a gilded life 
for the Indian javelin great. After a success in 2017, 
and before becoming the icon he is today in India, 
Chopra became a junior commissioned officer in 
the army. “My father is a farmer, mother a house-
wife... nobody in my family has a government job so 
everybody is happy,” Chopra said after joining the 
army. “For me it is a sort of a relief because now I 
am able to help my family financially besides con-
tinuing with my training.”—AFP
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HANGZHOU: The Kuwait national handball team celebrate after winning a bronze medal on Thursday. Kuwait defeated their Japanese counterparts 31-30 to win the 
third-place match at the 19th Asian Games.

Women’s squad 
seeks share of
Saudi boom
TAIF: As Cristiano Ronaldo and Neymar 
pack Saudi stadiums, a quieter but equal-
ly dramatic transformation is unfolding for 
women’s professional football, which didn’t 
even exist in the kingdom five years ago. 
On a recent evening in the mountain city of 
Taif, the Saudi women’s national team ran 
through a one-touch passing drill ahead of 
a game against Pakistan, the latest in a se-
ries of friendlies intended to give the players 
some much-needed match experience.

The squad only formed two years ago 
and entered the FIFA rankings in March, at 
171st place. That milestone followed a string 
of firsts last year, from an inaugural interna-
tional match against the Seychelles - a 2-0 
win - to the establishment of a domestic 
women’s premier league and a formal bid to 
host the 2026 AFC Women’s Asian Cup. All 
told, it has been a head-spinning few years 
for Saudi women who weren’t even allowed 
to attend football matches until January 
2018, let alone play at the professional level. 

Yet 22-year-old midfielder Layan Jouhari 
told AFP she and her teammates were mea-
suring their progress “one step at a time”, 
even as they nurture ambitious long-term 

TAIF: Players of Saudi women’s football team attend a training session in Taif. — AFP

New Zealand 
crush England
AHMEDABAD: Devon Conway and Rachin Ravindra 
smashed centuries to power New Zealand to a crushing 
nine-wicket win over defending champions England in the 
opening match of the World Cup on Thursday. England, who 
were without talismanic Ben Stokes due to a hip injury, were 
restricted to 282-9 after the Kiwis elected to bowl at the 
world’s biggest cricket stadium in Ahmedabad. The left-hand-
ed pair of Conway (152) and Ravindra (123) then put on an un-
beaten stand of 273 for the second wicket as the Black Caps 
comfortably overhauled the target with 13.4 overs to spare.

The result was a contrast to the epic World Cup final at 
Lord’s in 2019 between the two teams when England won a 
tied match on boundary count back. “Sometimes it’s unbeliev-
able at times, but great to have a great day out,” said Ravindra. 
“The bowlers bowled well and we were lucky enough to have 
Devon out there. I have spent a lot of time with Dev and we 
are very, very close mates.” New Zealand, led by Tom Latham 
in the absence of regular skipper Kane Williamson, kept En-
gland down to a below-par total despite Joe Root’s 77.

Ravindra and Conway made short work of the target as 
they smashed the opposition bowlers all around the ground 
after losing Will Young early to left-arm quick Sam Curran. 
Conway hit the first ton of the tournament off 83 balls studded 
with 13 fours and two sixes and soon reached 1,000 runs in 
23 ODI matches. The 23-year-old Ravindra quickly followed 
with his maiden ODI century off 82 balls with nine fours and 
four sixes, raising his bat to acknowledge the smattering of 
fans inside the 132,000-capacity arena.

Conway surpassed his previous best of 138 as he and 
Ravindra pummeled the bowlers for an emphatic win which 
also provided an early boost to their net run-rate. “It was 
a disappointing day,” admitted England captain Jos Buttler. 
“We were very much outplayed by New Zealand but it’s 
still just one loss in a long tournament.” Earlier, fast bowler 
Matt Henry returned figures of 3-48 for the New Zealand 
while spinners Mitchell Santner and Glenn Phillips took 
two wickets each. Dawid Malan and Jonny Bairstow gave 
England a brisk start but Malan fell, caught behind off Hen-
ry and Bairstow’s knock was cut short by Santner, who got 
the batsman out for 33 off his left-arm spin.

Harry Brook took on Ravindra in the left-arm spinner’s first 
over to smash two fours and a six before the bowler had his 
revenge on the final delivery. Brook, coming into the starting 
line-up for Stokes, attempted another big hit and was caught 
at deep mid-wicket. Root reached his 37th ODI half-century 
off 57 balls, an innings laced with two fours and one six off a 
reverse scoop shot.  But he fell to Phillips’ off-spin while at-
tempting a reverse sweep and England slipped further before 
Adil Rashid (15) and Mark Wood (13) ensured the team played 
out their 50 overs with an unbeaten stand of 30.— AFP

Nations dangle rewards 
for Asian Games glory

Kuwait medalists gifted;  India doles out $36,000 for a gold

Kuwaiti karateka Salman Al-Mousawi rejoices 
after winning the bronze medal. — KUNA

goals like playing at the World Cup one day. 
“I watched the previous World Cup before 
this just out of curiosity and interest, but this 
year’s World Cup was different,” Jouhari 
said. “I watched it with a different perspec-
tive, like these are now my opponents.”

Reforms and skepticism
The eager Saudi players are stan-

dard-bearers for broader changes afoot 
in Saudi Arabia, a conservative petro-state 
trying to open up to the world while shift-
ing away from fossil fuels. In recent years, 
key restrictions that made the kingdom a 
magnet for criticism from women’s rights 
activists have been lifted, although critics 
argue that legal discrimination remains in 
place in areas like divorce and child cus-
tody, and that women are frequently en-
snared in an ongoing crackdown on dis-
sent. A FIFA+ documentary released last 
month tracks how the national team has 
seized on new freedoms, contrasting the 
hostility its members once received for 
pursuing a “masculine” sport with today’s 
new era of deep-pocketed government 
support. A press release for the film also 
highlights fans of the team outside Saudi 
Arabia, notably a social media post from 
the Pele Foundation describing its first 
FIFA match as “a historic day not only for 
you, but for everyone who loves football”.

But not everyone is keen to fully embrace 
the Saudi football project. Talks this year 
about the Saudi tourism board sponsoring 
the World Cup drew criticism from co-hosts 

New Zealand and Australia as well as US 
star Alex Morgan before FIFA announced in 
March no deal had been reached. Monika 
Staab, the first coach of the Saudi nation-
al team who is now technical director, told 
AFP that critics would benefit from see-
ing the changes in Saudi Arabia up close. 
“Someone who is not knowing what is hap-
pening here, I always recommend, come 
here to Saudi, have a look - witness yourself 
what is happening,” she said.

For many national team players, football 

was a fact of life well before Saudi Arabia 
began championing women’s sports under 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman’s 
Vision 2030 reform agenda. “Football has 
been around in my family for as long as I 
remember. My older sisters used to play 
football and they made me fall in love 
with the game,” said Bayan Sadagah, the 
28-year-old team captain. The new oppor-
tunities, however, have led her to consider 
quitting her day job as a nurse so she can 
focus on “one path”. — AFP
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