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US commends Kuwait’s role
in regional and global peace

Strategic partnership hailed during talks • US sending reinforcements to Gulf
WASHINGTON: US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken said Kuwait plays a vital role in Middle East 
and world peace during official talks held with vis-
iting Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem Al-Ab-
dullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah in Washington, adding 
both sides share views on a variety of issues includ-
ing Syria, Yemen and the entire Middle East region. 
The US secretary also voiced gratitude to Kuwait for 
its efforts aiming at revolving the Sudanese crisis.

The Kuwaiti foreign minister said Kuwait and 
the US have a very strong strategic partnership and 
friendship, saying he will discuss with his US coun-
terpart how to promote this partnership. He said the 
US plays an important role in maintaining peace and 
security in the region, hoping it would continue play-
ing its role in maintaining regional stability. He added 
that amid the numerous regional and international 
crises, Kuwait, as a bridge-builder, tries to resolve 
such conflicts by peaceful means. 

Speaking to KUNA following the meeting, Sheikh 
Salem said he had a “good” meeting with his US 
counterpart in Washington, adding he had asked 
Blinken to convey the greetings of HH the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH 
the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah to US President Joe Biden. He noted the 
talks represented an opportunity for them to look 
into aspects of strong and firm relations between 
Kuwait and the US.

Sheikh Salem added they also discussed the sixth 
round of strategic dialogue due in Kuwait in Octo-
ber, voicing shared satisfaction with the current level 
of bilateral relations. He said the latest regional and 
international developments, mainly the serious esca-
lation in occupied Palestinian territories, and Syria, 

were also addressed. He thanked the US and Saudi 
Arabia for their efforts to put an end to the bloody 
conflict in Sudan.

During the official talks, Sheikh Salem commend-
ed Kuwaiti-US strategic partnership and distin-
guished cooperation between both friendly coun-
tries at all levels and in various fields, based on pillars 
of security and defense, promotion of investment, 
exchange of expertise and development of educa-
tion and medicine and others. He also spoke highly 
of firm and close cooperation between both sides 
at international gatherings, hoping that this level of 
bilateral coordination would continue. Blinken voiced 
much gratitude to Kuwait for its efforts in the evac-
uation of US citizens from Sudan amid critical and 
complicated security conditions. He also commended 
distinguished friendship and existing 

Continued on Page 6

WASHINGTON: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
meets Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem Al-Ab-
dullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.— KUNA

Kuwait mourns Abdulkarim Abdulqader

KUWAIT: Renowned Kuwaiti singer Abdulkarim 
Abdulqader was laid to rest at Sulaibikhat ceme-
tery on Saturday, leaving a great void in the hearts 
of his fans and a rich legacy of immortal works, 
which abound in the Kuwaiti, Gulf and Arab mu-
sical heritage. The mourners’ hall at the cemetery 
witnessed the presence of a large crowd of col-
leagues, friends and relatives of Abdulqader, who 
passed away on Friday. 

Minister of Information and Culture Abdulrah-
man Al-Mutairi said Kuwaiti, Gulf and Arab art has 
lost a model artist with high morals. “His journey 

extended to about 60 years of giving, and today 
we console ourselves as we console the family of 
the deceased. We ask God to have mercy on him 
and forgive him,” he said. An earlier statement by 
Mutairi recalled Abdulqader’s massive artistic im-
pact on the Gulf scene, enriching Kuwaiti and Arab 
musical heritage throughout his career. 

“The artistic scene has lost a great artiste and 
one of the pillars of Kuwaiti singing, whom we 
loved as a human being and an artiste. He was a 
dear friend and companion. 

Continued on Page 6

KUWAIT: Mourners attend the funeral of veteran Kuwaiti singer 
Abdulkarim Abdulqader at Sulaibikhat cemetery on May 13, 
2023. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat (See Page 4)

Hopefuls appeal to
voters a day before
registration closes
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Former National Assembly speaker 
Marzouq Al-Ghanem was among 30 new candi-
dates who filed their nomination papers on Satur-
day to contest the upcoming June 6 polls, raising 
the total number of hopefuls to 212 with just one 
day remaining for registration. There were 350 
candidates at the end of the ninth day of registra-
tion for the annulled Sept 2022 general elections.

There were five ex-MPs among the candi-
dates, raising their number to 56. Four members 
of the court-annulled 2022 Assembly also reg-
istered, raising their number in the race to 44. 
The former speaker said he is running in the 
elections because he has a project that can help 
Kuwait emerge from the current bottleneck. 
Ghanem also called on the election organizing 
committee to take a series of measures to ensure 
the elections are fair and transparent, including 
transparent voting and counting of votes.

Ghanem and a number of former lawmakers 
had claimed that some irregularities marred the 
September elections, which were later scrapped 
by the constitutional court. 

Continued on Page 6

Kuwait hails 60th
anniversary of
UN membership
NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Permanent Representative 
at the United Nations Ambassador Tariq Al-Bannai 
said the 60th anniversary of Kuwait’s membership of 
the UN is an important phase in the history of Ku-
waiti diplomacy. In a statement to KUNA late Friday, 
commemorating Kuwait’s joining the UN on May 14, 
1963, Bannai noted that Kuwait and the UN share 
strong ties, as the Kuwaiti leadership is continuous-
ly exerting efforts to enhance partnership with the 

NEW YORK: Kuwait Permanent Representative to the 
UN Tariq Al-Bannai meets UN Secretary General An-
tonio Guterres. — KUNA

international body.  The two sides have been coop-
erating with each other in different fields through 
the decades, especially in the humanitarian, peace, 
security, economic and developmental fields, he said. 
Bannai underlined the UN Security Council’s role in 
liberating Kuwait from the Iraqi invasion in 1991. He 
also spoke of Kuwait’s prominent role in protecting 
international peace and security during its non-per-
manent membership of the UN Security Council 
from 1978 to 1979 and from 2018 to 2019. 

Moreover, the ambassador noted Kuwait’s 
strong partnership with the UN in supporting 
regional and international humanitarian work to 
ease the suffering of people affected by conflict 
and natural disasters, especially the country’s 
recent contributions to face the aftermath of the 
violent earthquake that shook Turkey and Syria 
earlier this year. — KUNA

Modi’s ruling
BJP voted out
in Karnataka
BENGALURU: India’s opposition Congress party 
won power in a key state Saturday, defeating Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s ruling BJP a year ahead of 
national polls. It ousted Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty from office in Karnataka, the only southern state 
controlled by the Hindu nationalist grouping. Karna-
taka has a population of well over 60 million people 
— about the same as Britain — and its capital Ben-
galuru is India’s tech hub. Congress won 136 seats 
in the 224-seat assembly, the election commission 
website showed. The BJP won 65 seats.

BJP state leader B S Yediyurappa — a former 
chief minister — conceded defeat. “Victory and de-
feat aren’t new to BJP,” he told reporters. “We will 
introspect about the party’s setback. I respectfully 
accept this verdict.” 

Continued on Page 6
BENGALURU: Congress supporters celebrate the party’s victory in the Karnataka state legislative as-
sembly election on May 13, 2023. — AFP



KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Sa-
lem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah held Thursday 
talks with Canadian counterpart Melanie Joly on 
boosting bilateral ties and broadening coordina-
tion regarding regional and international issues of 
common interest. The talks, during Sheikh Salem’s 
current visit to Canada, focused on all aspects 
of the close historical relations that bind the two 
friendly countries and the efforts to strengthen 
and develop them at various levels to serve the 
common interests. 

They also discussed intensifying joint coordi-
nation and cooperation on many regional and in-
ternational issues and continuing joint efforts to 
maintain international peace and security. Sheikh 
Salem Abdullah conveyed greetings of Kuwait’s 

leadership, government and people to the Cana-
dian leadership, government and people, and their 
wishes for continued growth, prosperity, progress 
and prosperity for Canada and its friendly peo-
ple. He lauded steady progress in cooperation 
between Kuwait and Canada at all levels, in par-
ticular in the humanitarian and development fields. 

Kuwait’s top diplomat appreciated the prom-
inent role played by Canada and its armed mili-
tary forces in Kuwait in preserving the security 
and safety of Kuwait and the countries of the 
region. The two ministers reviewed regional and 
international developments including the secu-
rity developments in Sudan, the international 
efforts to end the bloody conflict there. 

They tackled the situation in Syria and Yemen 
as well as the continuous escalation in the occu-
pied Palestinian territories. They touched upon 
the developments in Ukraine and its repercussions 
at the regional and international levels, interna-
tional endeavors to resolve the crises ravaging 
the region, humanitarian efforts in this framework 
and joint action to help preserve the world order, 
promote the values and principles of international 

law, and maintain international peace and security. 
Canadian Minister of Foreign Affairs, Trade 

and Development Joly expressed her country’s 
thanks and gratitude for Kuwait’s hosting of Ca-
nadian Armed Forces on its territory and for the 
facilities provided by the Kuwaiti government in 
this regard. She spoke highly of the high level of 
cooperation between the two friendly countries, 
hoping it would expand two broader horizons. 
The Canadian top diplomat admired the wisdom 
of the State of Kuwait and its balanced foreign 
policy as well as its efforts to consolidate security 
and peace in the region. 

She expressed appreciation for Kuwait’s 
humanitarian endeavors and efforts to sup-
port development and help people around 
the world. The bilateral talks culminated in 
the signing of a memorandum of understand-
ing regarding the establishment of a bilateral 
political consultation mechanism between the 
two foreign ministries, which reflected the de-
termination of the two countries to develop 
and consolidate bilateral relations in all fields 
and at various levels. — KUNA

TOKYO: The State of Kuwait and Japan held on 
Saturday the third session of political consulta-
tions at the level of officials of both countries’ 
foreign ministries. Assistant Foreign Minister for 
Asian Affairs Ambassador Samih Hayat led the 
Kuwaiti side, while Assistant Foreign Minister 
and Director-General of the Middle Eastern and 
African Bureau Nagaoka Kansuke chaired the 
Japanese side. 

Speaking to KUNA, the Kuwaiti official hailed 
the meeting as having been held in a friendly 
atmosphere, where both sides shared the same 
views on several issues. He added that these sig-
nificant consultations would continue at a fast-
er pace in the coming stage in the context of 
implementing agreements pertinent to bilateral 

cooperation between the foreign ministries of 
Kuwait and Japan. 

He cited the fruitful outcomes of the current 
meetings as clear-cut evidence of deep rela-
tions between Kuwait and Japan, based on firm 
friendship and mutual trust as well shared com-
mitment to broadening bilateral cooperation in 
all fields. During the third session of political 
consultations, both sides discussed a set of re-
gional and international developments, main-
ly Middle East and Northeast Asia. They also 
looked into a comprehensive strategic partner-
ship in the economic, trade, investment, health, 
cultural, scientific, technical, academic domains, 
in addition to renewable energy, oil and petro-
chemicals. Ambassador Hayat arrived in Tokyo 
earlier on Thursday on an official visit to head 
the Kuwaiti delegation at the third session of 
political consultations between the Japanese 
and Kuwaiti foreign ministries. 

On Friday, Ambassador Hayat delivered a 
written message from the Kuwaiti Foreign Min-
ister Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
to his Japanese counterpart Yoshimasa Hayashi. 
The letter handover took place during a meeting 

between Ambassador Hayat and the Japanese 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Kenji Ya-
mada at the Japanese Foreign Ministry’s head-
quarters in Tokyo. 

Ambassador Hayat affirmed the State of Ku-
wait’s keenness on strengthening the friendly 
and cooperation relations as well as the stra-
tegic partnership with Japan. The Japanese 
minister of state said that the two countries, 
since establishing diplomatic relations in 1961, 
have boosted their friendship and established 
partnerships.

He also expressed satisfaction for expanding 
the scope of cooperation between the two coun-
tries not only in the energy sector but also in 
various other fields. He recalled that Kuwait and 
Japan had stood on each other’s sides during 
hard times, namely the 1991 liberation of Kuwait 
and 2021 quake that jolted Japan. Furthermore, 
he noted that His Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, 
last December, held a phone conversation with 
the Japanese Prime Minister, during the two 
sides affirmed keenness on elevating the level of 
the bilateral relations. —KUNA
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Humanitarian aid sits at forefront of 
Kuwait’s contributions as UN member
Support of UN relief efforts throughout six decades of membership commended
NEW YORK: Kuwait marks Sunday six decades 
since it joined the United Nations (UN) amid fervent 
efforts to achieve peace and security and promote 
development and human rights worldwide, reflecting 
the country’s foreign policy since it became the 111th 
member.  Kuwait has ever since proved its compe-
tence and efficiency among other UN members by 
becoming non-permanent UN Security Council 
(UNSC) member in 1978 and then 2018, and sup-
porting global justice and the self-determination of 
nations and peoples.

Kuwait has defended Arab and Islamic issues, 
mainly including the Palestinian cause, humanitarian 
issues, UNSC mechanism development, promotion 
of preventive diplomacy and mediation and preven-
tion of conflicts. Since becoming a UN member, Ku-
wait has adopted an unwavering approach of foreign 
policy, chiefly centered on the delivery of humanitar-
ian aid and relief to all needy countries only out of its 
belief in the significance of international partnership.

Over recent years, Kuwait has become in the fore-
front of international humanitarian action by playing 
a key role in this field through its official agencies 

and charities and organizing three world donors’ 
conferences on Syria. Kuwait’s great humanitarian 
initiatives have prompted the UN to grant the Gulf 
country the title of a global humanitarian hub and 
to name late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah a global humanitarian leader in apprecia-
tion for his great humanitarian role.

As part of its highly commended relief efforts, 
Kuwait has recently pledged $90 million to support 
UN efforts to help refugees in the aftermath of recent 
powerful earthquakes in Syria and Turkey. UN Un-
der-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and 
Emergency Relief Coordinator Martin Griffiths voiced 
gratitude to the State of Kuwait for this generous aid 
that would be immediately delivered to affected fami-
lies in earthquake-hit areas. On this occasion, Kuwaiti 
Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah vowed that his country would remain to be 
a staunch supporter of UN efforts in offering emer-
gency humanitarian and relief aid. 

The State of Kuwait was elected Vice President 
of the UN General Assembly for the 21st and 27th 
sessions and member of the Economic and Social 

Council for three years in 1967. It was chosen as 
council member in 1992 and elected member of the 
council’s transcontinental cooperation committee in 
1975. It has also proved effective presence in sever-
al international organizations such as the Universal 
Postal Union, International Civil Aviation Organiza-
tion, Food and Agriculture Organization, Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, World Bank and International 
Atomic Energy Agency.

In recognition of the significance of the United 
Nations, Kuwait opened the UN House in January 
2009 in a ceremony that was attended by then UN 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, reflecting deep re-
lations between Kuwait and the UN. In response to 
the anguish of many development countries, Kuwait 
has established a decent life fund with a capital of 
$100 million, aiming at developing and improving 
agricultural production in developing countries.

It also donated $150 million to an OPEC fund cre-
ated in 2007 for research and studies pertinent to 
energy, environment and climate change. Kuwait’s 
aid makes up over 1.3 percent of its gross domestic 
product (GDP), exceeding the internationally allo-

cated ratio of 0.7 percent. Kuwait set aside 10 per-
cent of its voluntary contributions for supporting the 
UN and its agencies; having doubled this figure in 
September 2014. —KUNA

Late Amir (Foreign Minister then) Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah addresses the United 
Nations General Assembly after joining the UN in 
1963. —KUNA

Kuwait, Japan 
discuss strategic 
partnership

TOKYO: Assistant Foreign Minister for Asian Affairs Ambassador Samih Ha-
yat (left) hands over the written letter to the Japanese Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Kenji Yamada on Friday. – KUNA photos

Assistant Foreign Minister for Asian Affairs Ambassador Samih Hayat (left) is 
seen with Japanese Assistant Foreign Minister and Director-General of the Mid-
dle Eastern and African Bureau Nagaoka Kansuke during Hayat’s visit to Tokyo 
last week.

Kuwait, Canada ink
deal to exchange 
political expertise

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 

held Thursday. —KUNA photos

In my view

The issue of imposing fees on res-
idents of Kuwait for blood bags 
has sparked a debate about the 

treatment of expatriates in the country. 
While it is true that every country has the 
right to regulate its service sectors, this 
move is viewed by some as racial discrim-
ination against expatriates, who are de-
nied basic civil and human rights in Kuwait.

Actually, the roots of this complication 
do not lie in spending a few dinars for blood 
bags. The cost of life of residents of Kuwait 
does not depend on blood bags, and their 
expenses vary between housing, food and 
drink, rent, installments and financial costs 
that have made their lives more like those 
who live in their actual “country of origin”.

The real dilemma lies in the fact that the 
laws of Kuwait do not recognize civilized 
concepts that govern all legal and financial 
aspects of expatriates in Kuwait. The expa-
triate, no matter how many years of his life 
he has spent in Kuwait, will never have the 
right to become a citizen or at least obtain 
permanent residency in this country. 

Regardless of him spending his whole 
life, career, sweat and blood, youth, time 
and energy earning his own bread and 
butter in this country, he shall never have 
the right to dream of being a citizen. For 
this I believe blood bag fees are no lon-
ger the biggest dilemma, as an expatriate 
will not be considered part of this state in 
which he spends his lifetime in.

The real problem lies in the fact that 
Kuwait does not recognize the concept of 
citizenship or permanent residency for ex-
patriates. Despite living, working and con-
tributing to the country for years, they are 
still considered foreigners without any rights 
or privileges. This lack of recognition ex-
tends to refugees and migrant workers as 
well, leaving them vulnerable to exploitation 
and abuse.

It is unfortunate that Kuwait has not rati-
fied or signed the Convention on the Rights of 
Migrant Workers, which would have provided 
a framework for protecting the rights of expa-
triates. This highlights the need for Kuwait to 
review its laws and policies to ensure all resi-
dents are treated fairly and with dignity.

If there was a glimmer of hope for ex-
patriates, even just a little, that would be in 
the possibility of their children becoming 
Kuwaiti citizens. However, even this is not 
guaranteed, as Kuwait does not recognize 
the affiliation of residents to the country over 
time. This creates a sense of insecurity and 
instability for expatriates, who are unsure of 
their future and the future of their children.

In conclusion, the issue of blood bag fees 
is just the tip of the iceberg when it comes 
to the treatment of expatriates in Kuwait. 
The lack of recognition of their rights and 
status as residents of the country is a se-
rious problem that needs to be addressed. 
Kuwait must take steps to ensure that all 
residents are treated fairly and equally, re-
gardless of their nationality or status. Only 
then can the country truly be a home for all 
who live and work in it.

Blood bag fees tip of 
the iceberg for expats

Atyab Al-Shatti

Local@kuwaittimes.com



KUWAIT: The interior minister 
on Saturday supervised a number 
of recent narcotics seizures, esti-
mated at 152 kilograms of hashish, 
one million Lyrica tablets, 150,000 
Captagon pills, eight kilograms of 
marijuana, two kilograms of shabu, 
five unlicensed firearms and live 
ammunition. 

“We affirm that no one is above 

the law and we continue to pursue 
smugglers and dealers of narcotic 
substances to safeguard society 
from this destructive scourge,” 
warned Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled 
Al-Sabah, who is also Deputy 
Prime Minister and Acting De-
fense Minister. 

Sheikh Talal expressed his pride 
and appreciation for the distin-
guished efforts of security person-
nel and their fruitful cooperation 
in confronting drug smugglers and 
repelling all smuggling methods 
and attempts. He called on them to 
continue their work with more care, 
readiness and vigilance, and exert 
all efforts to pursue drug smugglers.

By Majd Othman 

KUWAIT: The US Army in Kuwait held a “Best 
Squad Competition” at Camps Arifjan and Buehring 
from May 6 to 11, 2023, which aims on building team-
work and developing the capabilities of soldiers in 
a variety of areas such as physical fitness, tactical 
tasks, problem-solving and using latest technology 
on the modern battlefield.

The competition included selecting the best 14 
teams from across the US Central Command in Ku-
wait and adopting the strategy of teams confronting 
against each other in a grueling test of the warriors’ 
missions and combat training.

Command Sergeant Major Jacinto Garza, Se-
nior Enlisted Advisor at US Army Central, said 
during a press statement the winning team will be 
able to participate in the Best Squad Competition 
of the US armed forces in August. He added the 
US Central Command is responsible in supporting 

and managing more than 12,000 troops, including 
those assigned to joint task forces and embassies, 
across 21 countries in the US Central Command’s 
area of responsibility.

Sergeant Major Brian Disque, Army Central Op-
erations for Plans and Training, said this competition 
is held annually. The purpose of holding this joint 
competition is to encourage army soldiers and teams 
to be at their best. Disque revealed a discussion 
took place between the US Army and the Kuwaiti 
side for the participation of ground forces, which 
he described as high-quality training and competi-
tions, stressing the Kuwait Army is a main partner of 
American forces, in addition to the fact that they are 
the host country of these forces.

Master Sergeant Donte DeBrow, React to Con-
tact Evaluator, said the teams, before starting their 
arrangements, receive a report from the team leader 
mainly to inform them of the maneuvers and how to 
deal with the target as well as reviewing the attack 
plan to confront the enemy, pointing out that his du-
ties include evaluating the performance of the sol-
diers participating in the training, especially regard-
ing their reactions and how they interact with the 
enemy firing at them. He explained he is also working 
on evaluating the soldiers’ performance in terms of 

their progress, obtaining sufficient ammunition and 
all equipment, and not being injured during training.

The Winner 
On Thursday, the US Army held at Camp Arifjan 

an announcement ceremony for the Best Squad 
Competition. The winner was Staff Sergeant Joshua 
Hutchins from Idaho State National Guard and his 
team. Hutchins also won best NCO (non-commis-
sioned officer). “To the people of Kuwait, as the win-
ner of the best non-commissioned officer of the 2023 
Army Central Best Squad Competition, I would say 
that it is an example of exemplary performance as a 
non-commissioned officer (sergeant) in the US Army 
because we need to be experts in our skills as well as 
professionals and leaders and to know and care for 
our soldiers,” Hutchins said.

During the ceremony, the highest-ranking Army 
NCO in the entire region, Command Sergeant Major 
Garza, said the Best Squad Competition urges the 
Kuwaiti military to work on building the potential of 
non-commissioned officers. “We have known for a 
long time that our success in the army is based on ju-
nior leaders who are empowered to make decisions. 
If we can effectively share our training model, this 
will help make the Kuwait Army even better,” he said.

KUWAIT: Asia’s Regional Office of the Inter-
national Movement for Leisure Activities in Sci-
ence and Technology (MILSET Asia) announced 
in a press release Saturday the launch of the ac-
tivities of the “Second Scientific Conference for 
Outstanding Graduate Students in the Secondary 
Stage” for the academic year 2022/2023. The con-
ference, which will be held on May 15, is organized 
in cooperation with the general technical direction 
of science at the Ministry of education and with 
the support of the Kuwait Foundation for the Ad-
vancement of Sciences (KFAS).

Last March, 108 students were selected to par-
ticipate in the conference through panel discus-
sions held by MILSET Asia. The discussions are 
one of the most important and best methods of 
communication between students through the pre-
sentation of ideas and the exchange of opinions and 
experiences, said MILSET Asia. The selection pro-

cess was done over four days, with each day being 
devoted to one of the four scientific fields to be dis-
cussed at the conference. The panel discussion was 
conducted by a moderator, after which the results 
of the dialogue were extracted and a paper was 
prepared by a student who was selected to repre-
sent all students of the field to read the proposals 

during the conference.
The objectives of the conference, said MILSET 

Asia, are to spread scientific culture among students, 
develop scientific trends and inclinations among out-
standing students and instill a spirit of competition 
among students. It also aims at helping outstanding 
students determine their future scientific goals.
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Milset Asia launches
conference for
outstanding students

US Army concludes
‘Best Squad’ contest

KUWAIT: US military personnel participate in the Best Squad Competition at the Buehring base camp in Udairi, in the northwestern region of Kuwait, on May 
10, 2023. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Kuwaitis see voting a powerful
tool to get their voices heard

Voters must not be influenced by nepotism, tribalism
By Ghadeer Ghloum 

KUWAIT: Voting is the cornerstone of democracy, 
as it provides citizens with a means of expressing 
their views and opinions freely. By voting, citizens 
have the power to influence the decisions made by 
their elected representatives. This is especially im-
portant in a country like Kuwait, where the gov-
ernment is elected by its people. In such a system, 
citizens have the power to shape the policies and 
laws of their country through the ballot box. Thus, 
the responsibility to vote should not be taken lightly.

Kuwaiti citizens have a duty to participate in the elec-
toral process to uphold the principles of democracy. By 
voting, citizens help ensure their government is account-
able to the people and that their voices are heard. This 
is especially important in Kuwait, where the constitution 
guarantees the rights of Kuwaiti citizens to participate 
in the democratic process. However, some individuals 
within the country may choose not to exercise this right.

It is crucial to recognize the importance of participat-
ing in the democratic process and fulfilling one’s national 
responsibility by casting a vote. Failure to vote not only 
undermines the legitimacy of the government, but also 
weakens the country’s democratic institutions. 

Kuwait Times interviewed three citizens to 
shed light on their responsibility and perspec-

tive on participating in the electoral process. 
Kuwaiti engineer Ala’a Murtadha told Kuwait Times 

that one must understand the significance of democrat-
ic elections in Kuwait. It is necessary for the citizens to 
fulfill their constitutional obligation to be a part of the 
decision-making process. 

“Voting is one important way that we can partici-
pate in our democracy and lead to positive changes. It 
promotes fairness, justice and equality, as each individ-
ual has their own voice in choosing the elected officials 
whose decisions impact our lives, families and society. 
The elected officials are responsible for making deci-
sions that will impact citizens greatly. Therefore, by vot-
ing, Kuwaiti citizens can play an active role in shaping 
their society,” he said.

Mohammad Al-Ansari, a Kuwaiti teacher, said: “As 
a citizen, I genuinely believe that voting is a necessi-
ty in our society. It is one of, if not the only, weapon 
the citizen has — to pick someone genuine and put 
them in a place of high power to try and rejuvenate 
the country from the damage that has befallen it, as a 
means of damage control.” 

By not voting, citizens are essentially giving up their 
right to have a say in their country’s future. “Kuwait gives 
us the privilege to choose the right person for the right 
job. While I believe that every citizen should have the 
right to vote, I also think there should be some restric-

tions and tests in place to filter those who are well-in-
formed and are able to make sound decisions and those 
who aren’t,” he said.

Moreover, Ansari highlighted a serious issue. “One of 
many issues that we face in voting is tribalism. The vast 
majority of known, socially high-ranking tribes, dare I 
say, aren’t qualified to vote. To them, it’s a matter of hon-
or, of not rejecting a tribal call when in need. Declining 
such calls could potentially have them thrown out of the 
tribal circle, and that’s the equivalent of being banished 
— exiled from their own tribe,” he pointed out. 

“We need to ensure that voters are not influenced by 
nepotism when it comes to voting. To sum up and just 
to be straightforward, the Holy Quran makes it clear and 
easy. In Surah Al-Nisa (4:58), Allah says ‘Indeed, Allah 
commands you to render trusts to whom they are due 
and when you judge between people to judge with jus-
tice. Excellent is that which Allah instructs you. Indeed, 
Allah is ever Hearing and Seeing.’”

Concurring with both Murtadha and Ansari, Khaled 
Kandari, also a Kuwaiti citizen, said: “I vote in every 
election because it is my responsibility to do so. If I wish 
to see change in my country, I have to be part of it as well 
and have to be genuine in choosing the people I vote for. 
Voting must not be according to a certain tribe, sect, re-
lationship or any kind of personal connections, but rather 
according to the candidate’s qualities and motives.”

Education fund seeks
stronger partnership 
with Kuwait as donor
By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: As the emergen-
cy in education continues to 
grow in lower-income coun-
tries, CEO of Global Part-
nership for Education (GPE) 
Laura Frigenti arrived in 
Kuwait as a part of her GCC 
tour to sign a key letter of in-
tent regarding the education 
system and for high-level 
talks with leaders in key 
countries in Gulf. Kuwait 
Times spoke with Frigenti 
to learn more about GPE, 
which mobilizes partners 
and funds to support nearly 
90 lower-income countries 
to transform their education systems and get 160 million 
more girls and boys in school.

Kuwait Times: When did the Global Partnership for 
Education start?

Frigenti: Founded in 2002, GPE is the world’s only 
partnership and fund entirely dedicated to education in 
lower-income countries. It was established initially as Edu-
cation for All – FastTrack Initiative (EFA FTI) to accelerate 
progress on the Education for All goals, endorsed in 2000, 
and based on the recognition that education is crucial to 
building a more prosperous, secure and equal world. For 
two decades, GPE has been delivering funds and support-
ing solutions to build strong and resilient education systems 
in countries affected by extreme poverty or conflict so that 
more children, especially girls, get the education they need 
to thrive.

KT: How does GPE gather funding and how many stu-
dents have you helped so far?

Frigenti: Every few years, GPE mobilizes resources from 
donors to replenish its fund to be able to give every child 
a quality education. Since 2002, 107 million students have 
benefitted and over 675,000 teachers received training, 56 
million textbooks were distributed, 8,500 classrooms were 
built or renovated and 71 percent of GPE partner countries 
increased their share of education expenditure or main-
tained it at the 20 percent benchmark or above.

KT: Explain how GPE funding works at the 
country level.

Frigenti: GPE is one of the largest sources of grant aid 
for education in lower-income countries. We use our direct 
funding to leverage billions of dollars more in domestic and 
international financing — creating better opportunities for 
millions of children, their communities and their countries. 
GPE funding directly supports partner countries’ education 
strategies and plans, and GPE advocates aligning other de-
velopment partners’ resources behind countries’ priorities.

KT: Tell us about the Kuwait visit and meeting 
with officials.

Frigenti: I am thrilled to have visited Kuwait and 
strengthened GPE’s relationship with one of our new-
est donor partners. Kuwait joined GPE as a donor in 
2021, pledging $30 million, another example of the 
leadership we are seeing out of the Gulf region. We 
commend Kuwait’s scaling up of investments in edu-
cation because a well-educated and properly skilled 
workforce is vital to diversify economies and fostering 
peaceful and prosperous societies.

GPE and Kuwait have co-financed a successful $63 mil-
lion program in Nigeria, and I am hoping to create more 
opportunities for similar partnerships, including through the 
ACG SmartEd initiative that has generated $500 million to 
support education.

KT: How do you evaluate the level of education in Ku-
wait, and how can other countries learn from what Kuwait 
has achieved with its education system?

Frigenti: Kuwait engaged in a modernization pro-
gram that addresses critical issues in Kuwait’s education 
system including curricular reform, the development of 
national assessment systems, the improvement of school 
leadership and the creation of professional standards. 
The world now needs more partnerships like the one be-
tween Kuwait and GPE, to ensure that any nation seek-
ing to invest more in education will receive the amount 
and type of funding it needs, to enable access to more 
girls and boys and develop their learning opportunities.

Gulf countries have used education to help trans-
form their societies into prosperous and generous 
nations and to place them now in a position to step 
up their support for schooling at a critical moment. 
We hope that other countries will follow some of the 
prominent countries in the GCC region in investing 
more in education, to give all girls and boys every-
where the skills to match the demands of a rapidly 
changing and ever more complex future.

KT: How do you think leading Arab countries can 
best contribute towards the development of education in 
lower-income countries?

Frigenti: As education needs spiral in the wake of 
COVID-19, conflict, and economic challenges and tra-
ditional donors retreat from the education space, Gulf 
countries have an important opportunity to step up their 
engagement in global education efforts through funding 
and political leadership in key international milestones. 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait have already shown their will-
ingness to be more actively involved by becoming new 
GPE donor countries, setting a foundation for future col-
laboration and investment.

Gulf countries are beginning to confront the rapid-
ly growing skills mismatch that risks leaving millions of 
youths — particularly young women — underprepared 
for the future. But this remains a critical issue in the re-
gion. In Arab states, youth unemployment has climbed to 
25 percent, while unemployment for young women has 
reached 40 percent.

This is a symptom of a far greater crisis. We face a 
deepening calamity in education, exacerbated by the 
impacts of COVID-19. Before the pandemic, around half 
the world’s 10-year-olds struggled to read and com-
prehend a basic story; today, that level is closer to 70 
percent. Neglecting the plight of education across the 
globe will condemn a generation and leave us facing dire 
consequences socially, politically and economically.

Laura Frigenti

Interior minister
warns no one is
above the law

























LONDON: Chelsea’s role as the dominant force 
in women’s football in England faces a stern test 
from emerging challengers Manchester United in 
Sunday’s FA Cup final at Wembley. Well established 
as the preeminent power in the Women’s Super 
League after winning the last three top-flight titles, 
Chelsea have come under sustained pressure from 
United this season. United sit top of the WSL table, 
but have only a one-point lead over second placed 
Chelsea, who hold a game in hand.

The title race pauses for this weekend as Unit-
ed bid to win the first major trophy in their short 
history, while Emma Hayes’ Chelsea aim to make it 
three successive FA Cup triumphs. Underlining the 
surge in popularity enjoyed by the women’s game 
in recent years, an expected 90,000 crowd - a re-
cord for a women’s domestic club match - will flock 
to Wembley to witness the latest installment of the 
growing rivalry between Chelsea and United. The 
Blues came from behind for a title-clinching 4-2 win 
against United on the final day of last season and 
have won both league meetings this term.

Having spent the last five years battling with 
Manchester City and Arsenal for supremacy in the 
domestic women’s game, Chelsea could be facing 
their greatest threat yet. United have had a remark-
able rise since their formation in May 2018. They 
were promoted from the Championship in their 

inaugural season and have finished fourth in three 
successive WSL campaigns. They train at Car-
rington, where the United’s male team is based, and 
their matches at Old Trafford have attracted crowds 
of over 20,000.

United manager Marc Skinner, who took charge 
in 2021, admits there is extra pressure on his team 
on Sunday as they look to validate their rapid as-
cent with a first piece of silverware. “I even think 
there’s more pressure on us than Chelsea, Arsenal 
or Manchester City because we are Manchester 
United,” he said. “I feel that because every Man-
chester United fan will want us to win and we are 
huge around the world. “I’m sure there will be some 
nerves, but I’m fuelling my focus and attention to 
maximize this because, if we win, it will be massive.” 
Standing in the way of United’s uprising is Chelsea’s 
Australian striker Sam Kerr. — AFP
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Al-Hilal boss tight-lipped as 
fans clamor for Messi move

Messi returns for PSG after Saudi trip ban
RIYADH: Al-Hilal president Fahd Bin Nafel re-
fused to comment on the possibility of signing Lio-
nel Messi, insisting his Saudi Arabian side is “more 
important than just one player”, as fans clamor for 
the World Cup winner. “Don’t ask me about Messi,” 
Bin Nafel told reporters when asked after Al-Hilal’s 
victory in the King’s Cup final in Jeddah on Friday 
about the Argentine superstar’s transfer rumors. “I 
will not tell you any news. If anything comes out 
from our media centre, you will get it.”

In another interview on the pitch, as the crowd 
shouted “Messi, Messi”, Bin Nafel said: “The group 
is more important to me than a player. Any star who 
comes to our club should know that we are a big 
club. We aim to improve (the team)... If you focus 
on one person, you lose the group.” Al-Hilal have 
been coached by former Argentinean international 
striker Ramon Diaz since February 2022, after a first 
stint at the Riyadh-based team between October 
2016 and February 2018. 

After two unexceptional years at Paris Saint-Ger-
main, the rich oil kingdom of the Gulf offers an “enor-
mous” financial opportunity for the 35-year-old 
Messi, a source close to the negotiations told AFP on 
Tuesday in Riyadh. The deal would mean the record 
seven-time Ballon d’Or winner potentially joins his 
arch-rival Cristiano Ronaldo in the Saudi league as 
the Gulf state lavishes its oil wealth on sport. 

Messi returns for PSG 
Meanwhile, Paris Saint-Germain coach Christo-

phe Galtier confirmed Lionel Messi “will start” Li-
gue 1 game against Ajaccio, marking the Argentinean 
superstar’s return from suspension. The 35-year-old 
World Cup winner was banned by the club after an 
unauthorized trip to Saudi Arabia. “Yes, Leo is going 
to start tomorrow,” Galtier told an eve of match press 
conference. “Obviously I’ve spoken to him, he’s very 
relaxed, really keen to play, and very determined to 
claim another French league title.”

With PSG out of the Champions League and 
only four Ligue 1 matches remaining as they tar-
get a record 11th title, this is likely to be Messi’s 
penultimate appearance at the Parc des Princes. 
After an uninspiring two years in France, the sev-
en-time Ballon d’Or winner is reported to be lining 
up a blockbuster deal to play in Saudi Arabia next 
season where he would join his old sparring partner 
Cristiano Ronaldo.

His move to Saudi or even his departure at 
the end of his contract in June, however, have yet 
to be confirmed by the club or his agent father 
Jorge. But all the signs are that he is on his way 
out. “Messi is a done deal. He will play in Saudi 
Arabia next season,” a source close the negoti-
ations speaking on condition of anonymity told 
AFP this week. Galtier said he did not want to go 
into the six-day suspension which forced Messi to 
miss last weekend’s 3-1 win over Troyes that left 
PSG six points clear of Lens. — AFP

English Premier League
Everton v Manchester City 16:00 
beIN Sports 1 HD Premium
beIN Sports HD 1 English
beIN Sports HD 3 TR
beIN Sports Connect
Brentford v West Ham United  16:00
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beIN Sports Connect
beIN Sports 2 HD Premium
Arsenal v Brighton & Hove Albion 18:30 
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Spanish League 
Celta de Vigo v Valencia   15:00 
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beIN Sports Connect
Elche v Atletico de Madrid 17:15 
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beIN Sports Connect
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Italian League Serie A
Hellas Verona v Torino   13:30 
AD SPORTS Premium 1
Fiorentina v Udinese   16:00
AD SPORTS Premium 2
AC Monza v Napoli  16:00
AD SPORTS Premium 1
Bologna v Roma   19:00
AD SPORTS Premium 1
Juventus v US Cremonese 21:45
AD SPORTS Premium 1

German Bundesliga 
Stuttgart v Bayer 04 Leverkusen  16:30 
beIN Sports HD 3
beIN SPORTS
Leipzig v Werder Bremen 18:30
beIN Sports HD 3
beIN SPORTS
 

French League 
Clermont Foot v 
Olympique Lyonnais   14:00
beIN Sports HD 2
beIN Sports Connect
Stade Rennais v ES Troyes  16:00
beIN Sports HD 2
beIN Sports Connect
Stade brestois 29 v Auxerre 16:00
beIN Sports HD 4
beIN Sports Connect
Montpellier v  Lorient  16:00
beIN Sports Connect
beIN Sports 3 HD Premium
Toulouse v Nantes  16:00
beIN Sports Connect
beIN Sports Max 1 HD 
beIN Sports HD Xtra 1
Monaco v Lille   18:05
beIN Sports HD 2
beIN Sports Connect
Olympique de Marseille v Angers 21:45
beIN Sports HD 2
beIN Sports HD 4 TR
beIN Sports Connect

Today’s Matches

For labor-related inquiries and complaints: Call MSAL hotline 128

Change of Name
I, GEZA S/o Najar Singh r/o Vill. Pak-
howal, Po. Saidowal, Distt. Kapurthala, 
Punjab have changed my name from 
GEZA to GURMEJ SINGH.  (#3531) 
12-05-2023)

I, Mahammad Altaf Abdur Rehman 
Berekar, holder of Indian Passport No. 
M1343878, having permanent address 
Post Mhasla, Raigad, Maharashtra, In-
dia residing in Kuwait at present, here-
by declare that henceforth my name 
will be read as: Given name Moham-
mad Altaf Abdur Rehman and surname 
Berekar (C #0890) - 11-05-2023

C l a s s i f i e d s
Hospitals

Sabah Hospital 24812000
Amiri Hospital 22450005
Maternity Hospital 24843100
Mubarak Al-Kabir 
Hospital 25312700
Chest Hospital 24849400
Farwaniya Hospital 24892010

Adan Hospital 23940620
Ibn Sina Hospital 24840300
Al-Razi Hospital 24846000
Physiotherapy 
Hospital 24874330/9

Clinics
Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733
Adaliya 22517144
Khaldiya 24848075
Kaifan 24849807
Shamiya 24848913
Shuwaikh 24814507
Abdullah Salem 22549134
Nuzha 22526804
Industrial Shuwaikh  24814764

Qadsiya 22515088
Dasmah 22532265
Bneid Al-Gar 22531908
Shaab 22518752
Qibla 22459381
Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082
Mirqab 22456536
Sharq 22465401
Salmiya 25746401

Hospitals & Clinics

Carrick on the rise 
as Middlesbrough 
eye EPL return
LONDON: Former Manchester United star Michael 
Carrick is aiming to cap his remarkable first season 
as a manager by leading Middlesbrough into the 
Premier League. Carrick’s side travel to Coventry for 
the first leg of the Championship play-off semi-finals 
on Sunday. Reaching the play-offs as a managerial 
novice is an impressive achievement for the under-
stated Carrick, who retired as a player in 2018 and 
worked as Manchester United’s assistant manager 
before accepting the Middlesbrough job in October.

When Carrick was hired following Chris Wilder’s 
sacking, Middlesbrough were languishing one point 
above the relegation zone after a poor start to the 
season. But the 41-year-old has made such a positive 

impact during his seven months at the Riverside Sta-
dium that former United manager Ole Gunnar Solsk-
jaer believes he is certain to manage the Old Trafford 
club in the future. “Michael is a proper human being, 
a proper man who you want to be successful,” Sol-
skjaer told The Athletic. “I am 100 percent sure that 
Michael will be the manager of Manchester United if 
he wants to be.”

Middlesbrough chairman Steve Gibson described 
Carrick as the “perfect fit” for a club in desperate 
need of rejuvenation after a disappointing period 
since their relegation from the Premier League in 
2017. Gibson’s belief in the untested Carrick might 
have been fuelled by memories of another occasion 
when he hired a former United midfielder to breath 
new life into his team. Bryan Robson left Old Traf-
ford in 1994 when lifelong Middlesbrough fan Gib-
son convinced him to become player-manager of the 
second-tier club.

Middlesbrough were promoted to the Premier 
League in Robson’s first season, with unglamourous 
Teesside suddenly becoming a desirable destina-

tion for stars such as Juninho and Fabrizio Ravanelli. 
Carrick is on course to emulate Robson’s success 
after Middlesbrough climbed away from the rele-
gation zone and surged to a fourth-place finish in 
the Championship. The former midfielder, who won 
12 major trophies at United, including the Premier 
League and Champions League, had immediate re-
spect from the Middlesbrough squad. — AFP

Middlesbrough’s English manager Michael Carrick

Chelsea aim to halt 
United uprising in 
Women’s Cup final

Crusaders beat Blues 
in brutal Super Rugby 
Pacific contest
CHRISTCHURCH: The Auckland Blues paid for an 
act of indiscipline by captain Dalton Papali’i as the 
Canterbury Crusaders won a brutal Super Rugby 
Pacific showdown 15-3 in Christchurch on Saturday. 
The defending champions made it two wins from two 
over the Blues, who they also beat in last year’s fi-
nal, but the tense contest was in stark contrast to the 
thrilling 34-28 victory in round three.

Up 10-3 at halftime, the Crusaders took command 
soon after the interval when All Blacks flanker Pa-
pali’i was shown a yellow card for a late and high 
tackle on his New Zealand team-mate, fly-half Richie 
Mo’unga. Crusaders winger Leicester Fainga’anuku 
crossed in the left corner from the same play. Papali’i’s 
offence was subsequently upgraded to a red card by 
the television match official and his under-manned 
team rarely threatened for the remainder.

The result left the Crusaders third in the table and 
the Blues fifth with both on course for next month’s 
finals. Crusaders coach Scott Robertson was delight-
ed to restrict opponents laden with All Blacks to just 
three points - equalling the Blues’ lowest points return 
from any competition match in their history. “Winning 

was off the back of a lot of carrying the ball,” Robert-
son said. “We didn’t want to do too much defending, 
we wanted to make them tackle and they did.”

Blues fly-half Beauden Barrett conceded the home 
side were more clinical. “They took their opportuni-
ties, there weren’t many in that game. 

“When we sped the ball up in the second half, we 
started to see some opportunities but we weren’t 
good enough to finish,” the All Blacks Test playmaker 
added. Of concern for the Crusaders and All Blacks 
was the early departure of Test prop Joe Moody with 
an ankle injury. — AFP

CHRISTCHURCH: Blues’ Kurt Eklund (center) gets tackled by the Crusaders’ defense during the round 12 Super 
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Bagnaia takes 
MotoGP pole
LE MANS: Reigning world champion Frances-
co Bagnaia grabbed pole from the returning Marc 
Marquez for this weekend’s French MotoGP in 
qualifying at Le Mans on Saturday. Six-time world 
champion Marquez was heading for the front of the 
grid on his return from injury sustained in a first 
lap crash in the season-opener in Portugal. But 
the 30-year-old Spaniard was bettered by just 
0.058sec by Bagnaia’s final flying lap to leave the 
Ducati rider heading the grid for both Saturday’s 
sprint and Sunday’s main event.

“It wasn’t easy, everything went well, I’m very 
happy, it was a great lap time,” said Bagnaia, seek-
ing his third sprint win of the campaign. Honda’s 
Marquez was thrilled to be back in the heart of the 
action after claiming pole position in Portugal only 
to then break his hand in the crash on race day. A 
fifth surgery in three years followed and he sat out 
the following rounds in Argentina, United States and 
Jerez. He commented: “My target today was really 
to be on the third row, but I’m on the front so I did 
something amazing. I had a better feeling with my 
bike than yesterday.”

He added: “Starting from the front row is much 
easier, but the main aim this weekend is to try to 
show speed and put together a series of fast laps in 
a row against the Ducatis.” Joining this pair on the 
front row of the grid for the fifth round of the season 
is Luca Marini for Valentino Rossi’s Ducati-VR46 
team. Marini did well after having to come through 
the first qualifying repechage session where only the 
first two riders go through to the shoot out for the 
first four rows of the grid. Missing out though was 
2021 world champion Fabio Quartararo.

The Frenchman failed to make his struggling Ya-
maha fire and he will start both the sprint and the 

race back on the fifth row in front of his home fans. 
Aleix Espargaro had a lucky escape when walking 
away unharmed from a near 300kph crash, his April-
ia bike bouncing to a rest in the gravel safety pit.

 Bagnaia leads the MotoGP standings by 22 
points over fellow Ducati rider Marco Bezzecchi 
after two sprint and two race wins. But the Italian 
has a poor record in France, with his best showing a 
fourth from four appearances. Last year he crashed 
after setting off from pole.

Jack Miller, who had cut a dash on his KTM in 
both practice sessions on Friday, came fourth to oc-
cupy the second row with Spanish duo Jorge Mar-
tin (Ducati-Pramac) and Maverick Vinales (Aprilia). 
Bezzecchi posted the seventh best time and keeping 
the Italian company on the third row are Marquez’s 
younger brother Alex (Ducati-Gresini) and France’s 
Johann Zarco (Ducati-Pramac). South Africa’s Brad 
Binder, third in the overall standings, starts from the 
fourth row alongside crash-victim Espargaro and 
Augusto Fernandez. Saturday’s sprint was staged 
over half the distance of Sunday’s grand prix with 
half points awarded. — AFP

Lakers topple Warriors; 
Heat reach East finals
LOS ANGELES: The Los Angeles Lakers ran defend-
ing champions Golden State out of the NBA playoffs in 
dominant style on Friday, beating the Warriors 122-101 to 
advance to the Western Conference finals. LeBron James 
delivered a masterful 30-point performance as the Lakers 
won the semi-final series four games to two and booked a 
clash with Nikola Jokic and the top-seeded Denver Nug-
gets for a place in the NBA Finals.

“It’s going to be a great series,” James told broadcaster 
ESPN. “They’ve been the number one seed in the West all 
season long. We give them a lot of respect.” That series tips 
off on Tuesday. A day later, the Miami Heat will open in the 
Eastern Conference finals against either the Philadelphia 
76ers or the Boston Celtics. The Heat advanced Friday with 
a hard-fought 96-92 victory over the New York Knicks to 
win their Eastern Conference semi-final four games to two.

The Celtics will host Philadelphia in a decisive game 
seven on Sunday. In Los Angeles, the Lakers led wire-to-
wire, with James adding nine rebounds and nine assists as 
the Lakers closed out the Warriors in their second attempt 
after dropping game five in San Francisco. “Not many 
(members) of our team have been in close-out games,” 
James said. “So after game five up in the Bay, I knew I had 
to come in with a lot of aggression but be very efficient 
and very strategic in how I played this game.”

Anthony Davis scored 17 points and pulled down 20 
rebounds for Los Angeles and Austin Reaves scored 23 
points - including a half-court shot at the halftime buzzer 
that put the Lakers up 56-46 at the break. Since claw-
ing their way into the play-in tournament, the Lakers have 
won seven straight home games. Their victory marked the 
first time that the current Warriors dynasty led by Stephen 
Curry and coached by Steve Kerr has lost a Western Con-
ference playoff series. The Warriors had reached the NBA 
Finals in six of the last eight seasons, winning four titles, 
missing the post-season in 2020 and 2021.

Curry scored 32 points but made just four of his 10 
three-point shots. Sharpshooter Klay Thompson made 
just two of his twelve three-point attempts. “(We) just 

tried to make it tough on them,” Davis said of the Lak-
ers’ defensive strategy against the prolific Warriors of-
fense. “They’re the defending champion, they’re not go-
ing to go away. Their ability to score the ball, shoot the 
ball is unreal, unmatched. “We just wanted to keep the 
pressure up, the intensity up, and be the hardest-play-
ing team for 48 minutes.”

Things weren’t so clear cut in Miami, where Jimmy But-
ler scored 24 points and Bam Adebayo added 23 to lead 
the Heat to a narrow victory that put them into the Eastern 
Conference finals for the third time in four years. They’re 
the first eighth-seeded team to reach the conference finals 
since the 1999 Knicks, dispatching the top-seeded Mil-
waukee Bucks in the first round before battling past the 
Knicks in a series epitomized by the hard-fought game six.

“I like it,” Butler told broadcaster ESPN. “That’s what 
we do better than anything is grind these wins out. “We’ve 
been in games like this all year long. We’re prepared for 
it, we stay with it til the end,” Butler said. The Heat with-
stood another stellar performance from Knicks guard Ja-
len Brunson, who scored 41 points but was harried into a 
crucial turnover with 16.4 seconds remaining and the Heat 
up by just two.

The Heat were finally rolling, up 92-86 with less than a 
minute to play, when Miami guard Gabe Vincent was as-
sessed a flagrant foul after catching Brunson in the face 
with an elbow as they jockeyed for the ball on an inbounds 
play. Brunson hit both free throws and Josh Hart drove for 
a layup that pulled New York within two, but Brunson, 
under pressure from Butler and Max Strus, committed a 
turnover and Butler made two free throws to again ex-
tend Miami’s lead. Facing elimination, the Knicks came out 
strong and led 31-24 after the first quarter.

Brunson scored 22 points in the first half, but the Heat 
had edged ahead 51-50 at the break and the Knicks never 
regained the lead. Adebayo scored 17 points in the first 
half, his 11 points in the second quarter helping turn the 
tide. He pulled down nine rebounds with two steals and a 
block, with his dunk putting Miami up by six with 1:05 to 
play. Kyle Lowry added 11 points with nine assists and two 
steals for the Heat, who made just seven three-pointers 
but were 23-of-25 from the free-throw line. Julius Randle 
added 15 points for the Knicks, who haven’t made it to the 
conference finals since 2000. — AFP

Man United eye Champions League
Southampton relegated; Leeds dent Newcastle’s bid

MANCHESTER: Manchester United edged closer 
to a return to the Champions League next season 
with a 2-0 win over Wolves as Southampton were 
relegated from the Premier League on Saturday. 
Newcastle remain ahead of United on goal dif-
ference in third after being held 2-2 in a pulsating 
game as Sam Allardyce picked up his first point at 
Leeds manager. Rasmus Kristensen kept Leeds 
in contention to avoid relegation as his late level-
er secured a dramatic 2-2 draw that dented New-
castle’s bid to finish in the top four on Saturday. 

United have stumbled towards a top-four finish 
in recent weeks after an exhausting season that will 
stretch to 62 games. Erik ten Hag’s men had won 
just two of their previous eight games from open 
play in all competitions. But they shrugged off the 
absence of Marcus Rashford due to injury for a vi-
tal three points. Wolves were welcome visitors at 
Old Trafford as the Premier League’s lowest scorers 

rarely troubled the under-fire David de Gea.
Scoring goals has also been a problem for the 

Red Devils of late but Antony squared for Anthony 
Martial to slam home on 32 minutes. Alejandro Gar-
nacho then came off the bench to secure the points 
deep into stoppage time. Newcastle and Manchester 
United are now four points clear of fifth-placed Liv-
erpool with three games to go. There was far more 
action at Elland Road where Leeds got a point but 
did not do enough to move out of the relegation 
zone. Luke Ayling gave Allardyce’s men a flying start, 
but they shot themselves in the foot three times.

Firstly, Patrick Bamford saw a penalty saved by 
Nick Pope. Three minutes later, Newcastle did level 
from the spot through Callum Wilson after Alexander 
Isak was fouled. Wilson converted a second penalty 
midway through the second half when Junior Fir-
po handled inside his own box. Rasmus Kristensen’s 
deflected effort brought Leeds level again 11 minutes 

from time. But they were forced to see out stoppage 
time with 10 men after Firpo was shown his second 
yellow card. “We missed a penalty, gave two away and 
drew 2-2,” said Allardyce. “I think we’d be saying what 
a great three points if we scored that penalty for 2-0.”

Awoniyi fires for Forest
Leeds close to within one point of safety, but 

that gap could grow if Everton shock leaders Man-
chester City on Sunday. Nottingham Forest remain 
three points clear of the relegation zone after their 
own four-goal thriller at Chelsea ended 2-2. Taiwo 
Awoniyi’s bullet header opened the scoring for the 
visitors. Raheem Sterling’s quickfire double turned 
the game around in seven second-half minutes.

But Awoniyi had the final say as he headed in 
once more from a long throw for his fourth goal in 
a week that could prove vital to keeping Forest up 
on their return to the top flight for the first time in 

23 years. Southampton’s 11-year stay in the Premier 
League, though, is over after a meek 2-0 home de-
feat by Fulham summed up the Saints’ season. Car-
los Vinicius and Aleksandar Mitrovic, on his return 
from an eight-game ban for pushing a referee, got 
the goals which moved Fulham up to ninth. Defeat 
leaves Southampton still eight points adrift of safety 
with just two games remaining.

In the battle for a place in the Europa League 
next season, Aston Villa beat Tottenham 2-1 to move 
level on points with Spurs in sixth. Jacob Ramsey 
gave Unai Emery’s men an early lead and they were 
cruising to victory when Douglas Luiz curled home 
a free-kick 18 minutes from time. Harry Kane’s late 
penalty halved Tottenham’s arrears, but their hopes 
of Champions League football next season are now 
mathematically over. Eberechi Eze scored twice as 
Crystal Palace continued their revival under Roy 
Hodgson with a 2-0 win over Bournemouth. — AFP
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