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in Kuwait after discovery of oil
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Mol limits renewal of expats’
driving licenses to one year

Licenses of domestic drivers will continue to be renewed for 3 years

Sheikha Al-Zain

submits credentials
to President Biden

WASHINGTON: Sheikha Al-Zain Al-Sabah submit-
led her credentials as the new Ambassador of Kuwail
to Washington during a meeting with US President Joe
Biden, the Kuwaiti Embassy in Washington said in a
slalement on Sunday. It indicaled Ambassador Sheikha
Al-Zain Al-Sabah conveyed greelings [rom HH the
Amir Sheikh Nawal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, HH
the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah and HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to Biden.

The Kuwaili ambassador affirmed she will work on
measures to bolster historic relations linking the two
countries, enhancing them in all possible domains.

Continued on Page 6

Biden laughs
off age gags at

comedy roast

WASHINGTON: US President Joe Biden smiles during

the White House Correspondents’ Association dinner
at the Washington Hilton on April 29, 2023, — AFP

WASHINGTON: US President Joe Biden
took it on the chin Saturday al the White
House Correspondents’ Association dinner as
he laughed gamely through sharp jokes about
his age, and hil back with a few of his own.
Washington’s political and media elites gath-
ered for their annual big-night-out in the US
capital for an event that ranged from the tra-
ditional comedy gags Lo somber calls Lo free
reporters imprisoned abroad.

Headlining the after-dinner entertainment
was “Daily Show” correspondent Roy Wood
Jr, who gleefully mocked Biden, 80, for run-
ning for a second term in the White House
that could mean he is still president at age 86.
Wood noted recent angry protests in France
againsl raising the retirement age. “They riol-
ed because they didn’t want to work until 64.
Meanwhile, in America, we have an 80-year-
old man begging us for four more years of
work,” he deadpanned, drawing a broad smile
from Biden, sitting only yards away.

Continued on Page 6

WASHINGTON: Kuwaiti Ambassador to Kuwait Sheikha Al-Zain Al-Sabah sub-

mits her credentials to US President Joe Biden at the White House. — KUNA

Qatar spends

big to beat post
World Cup blues

DOHA: Months after hundreds of thousands of foot-
ball fans packed into its hotels and stadiums, Qatar
is seeking to remedy a bout of the post-World Cup
blues by hosting more international events. Along
with the departed football crowds, thousands of for-
eign workers left the Gull state alter Lionel Messi
lifted the coveted trophy on Dec 18. Many of those
who stayed on are counting the cost.

Luxury hotels built for the tournament have laid
ofl hundreds of stall as rooms cosling thousands of
dollars a night during the tournament can no longer
be filled. In a country normally hungry for labor, a
shopping mall on the edge of Doha recently adver-
tised 100 jobs and saw more than 1,000 people jos-
tling outside for interviews. Qatar estimates that the
World Cup, which residents once dreaded, brought

Continued on Page 6

India captures
rice-loving tusker
alter six killed

IDUKKI, India: Indian forest officials have tran-
quilized and relocated a rice-loving wild tusker el-
ephant that killed at least six people, media reports
said. The male elephant — dubbed Arikomban, or
“rice-tusker” — was infamous for raiding shops for
rice and grains in the southern slale of Kerala. On
Saturday, a team of 150 forest officials caught the
elephant, which resisted its caplors even after being
hit with five tranquilizer shots, the Indian Express

Erdogan, rival
draw vast crowds
ahead of election

ISTANBUL: President Recep Tayyvip Erdogan
and his main opponent staged massive rival ral-
lies on Sunday, selling the stage for a bruising
battle in the final two weeks of Turkey’s election

By B Izzak and Faten Omar

KUWALIT: The traffic department said
on Sunday thal driving licenses ol ex-
pats will now be renewed for only one
year, down [rom three years al present.
The decision went into effect on April
26, 2023. The department however
said driving licenses of expats working
as domeslic drivers will be renewed for
three years. Major Abdullah Bu Hasan,
who announced the decision, did not
say why they reverted Lo the one-year
validity for the licenses.

Bul the interior ministry said several
weeks ago that it is reviewing hundreds
of thousands of driving licenses issued
Lo expats to ensure they were issued in
accordance with the law, amid reports
alleging widespread corruption. Local
media said thousands of licenses held

Kuwail applies strict requirements
for expats who wish to oblain a driv-
er’s license. These include the expat
should draw a monthly salary ol at
least KD 600, must have a universily
degree and must have stayed legally in
the country for at least Lwo years. Sev-
eral professions like judges, engineers,
doctors and others are exempted from
these conditions.

Driving licenses for expats used to
be valid for as long as 10 years in the
past. Later, its validity was linked to
the validity of their residency. The tral-
fic department then reduced the valid-
ity to just one year for several years,
before extending the validily to three
years again in 2020.

Meanwhile, National ~Assembly
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem on Sun-
day sent out invitations to MPs and

by expats are likely to be canceled.

Continued on Page 6

DOHA: In this file photo taken on Dec 3, 2022, people pose for photos at the Corniche promenade as Doha’s

skyline is seen in the background. — AFP

newspaper reported. With its legs tied and eyes
bound with a cloth, it was finally pushed and nudged
by four kumki elephants — trained elephants used to
caplure others — into a truck. It was then fitted with
a GPS collar and taken to a wildlife reserve. This was
not the first time that officials had tried to capture
the elephant, believed to be around 30 years old.
Arikomban was hit with tranquilizer shots in 2017,
but managed to escape.

Last month, bearing in mind his penchant for
rice and grains, officials erected a dummy ration
shop to lure the elephant, but a court put a stop
to the plan, the newspaper reported. Conserva-
tionists blame the rapid expansion of human set-
tlements around forests and key wildlife corridors
for an increase in conflicts between people and
animals in parts of India. —AFP

campaign. The veteran Turkish leader filled a
central Ankara square that can fit a few hundred
thousand people with flag-waving supporters,
showing no signs ol an illness that sidelined him
for three days this week.

“Are we ready Lo come oul with a crushing
victory?” Erdogan, draped in a scarl of the Turk-
ish capital’s main football club, demanded from
the enthusiastic crowd. “On May 14, our nation,
God willing, will eliminate them from the politi-
cal scene,” he said of secular leader Kemal Kilic-
daroglu and his six-party opposition alliance.

IDUKKI, India: This picture taken on April 29, 2023

shows forest officials transporting ‘Arikomban’ the
wild elephant in this district in Kerala state. — AFP

The 69-year-old president has bounced back
strongly [rom whal was described as a digestive
problem in the run-up to one of Turkey’s most
important elections of its post-Ottoman history.
The illness shook Erdogan’s slrongman image,
which he has cultivated over two decades of eco-
nomic booms and busts, social transformation
and crackdowns on dissent. “As you know I was
sick recently, and from every house people were
praying for me,” Erdogan told the crowd. “I am
lrying Lo be worthy of those prayers.”

Continued on Page 6
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Kuwait National Guard begins
Command Centers exercise

Officers training on how to deal with emergency situations

Kuwait National Guard personnel meet with Undersecretary of the National Guard Lieutenant General Engi-

neer Hashim Al-Rifai (second left).

Kuwait National Guard personnel listen to a lecture during the CPX Nasr 18 exercise. —KUNA photos

KUWAIT: The General Headquarters of the Nation-
al Guard announced the start of the activities of the
Guard Command Centers exercise (CPX Nasr 18)
held at the camp of HH Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-Sa-
bah. The exercise commenced in the presence of the
Undersecretary of the National Guard Lieutenant
General Engineer Hashim Al-Rifai. The exercise will
continue until May 3. Rifai conveyed to the partici-
pants the greetings of the leadership of the National
Guard represented by Chief of the National Guard
HH Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah and Depuly Chiel
of the National Guard Sheikh Faisal Nawaf Al-Ah-
mad Al-Sabah.

“We stress the importance of the exercise in hon-
ing the skills of leaders in facing crises by coordi-
nating efforts, developing communication channels
and strengthening capabilities in carrying out tasks,
whether in the security or military aspect. We also
provide support to all state agencies with high effi-

News in Brief

Construction worker dies

KUWAIT: An Egyptian construction worker
fell from the roof of one of the houses under
construction in Mutlaa while he was on duty.
After receiving the report, security men and
ambulances rushed to the accident site,
where paramedics confirmed him dead. Fo-
rensic officials have launched investigation
on the incident.

Man commits suicide

KUWAIT: A European man allegedly commit-
ted suicide in a swimming pool in one of the
hotels where he worked. The body was found
tied up. The Public Prosecution has been in-
formed and investigation has been launched.

|
Schools to join TIMMS evaluation

KUWAIT: The National Center for Education
Development announced that it will be conduct-
ing the TIMMS mathematics and science exams
for grade 8 and grade 4 students. The test will
be held in several schools across the country on
May 2 as part of an international study that aims
at evaluating the educational level of students in
the country. The General Director of the center
Amina Al-Jaber said students in 300 schools in
Kuwait will be taking the test, which will be ad-
ministered in cooperation with the Ministry of
Education. The outcomes of the evaluation will be
studied and used to develop education in Kuwait.
Conducted every four years since 1995, TIMSS
measures how effeclive countries are in leaching
mathematics and science. It's administered by the
International Association for the Evaluation of
Educational Achievement (IEA), headquartered
in the Netherlands. —KUNA

|
Fire engulfs tent

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Fire Force (KFF) man-
aged to control a fire that erupted in Sulaibiya,
without any injuries recorded. The public rela-
tions department at the KFF received a report
about a fire that started in a tent outside the
home. The firefighters were able to extinguish
the fire without recording any injuries.

ciency to maintain the security of the homeland un-
der our wise leadership,” Lieutenant-General Rifai
said, adding that the exercise seeks to train National
Guard leaders from all units Lo deal with emergency
situations and quickly make appropriate decisions to
solve any issues.

“(CPX Nasr 18) is one of the major exercises that
are held annually in the National Guard Lo raise the
level of readiness and combal readiness,” said Liceu-
tenant-General Rifai. Director of the Operations Di-
rectorate of the National Guard and Director of the
Exercise Brigadier General Saleh Mufleh said the ex-
ercise includes workshops and coordination meet-
ings Lo discuss several topics, including cybersecuri-
ty. “The aim is to raise the capabilities of specialists
in the National Guard lo confront cyber-atlacks and
take proactive measures to avoid them,” he said.

The last National Guard Command Centers exer-
cise (CPX Nasr 17) was held five years ago in 2019,

Mohammed Al-Wuhaib

KU, French research
center organize
citizenry conference

KUWAIT: The cultural panel in the Department of Philos-
ophy at the College of Arts at Kuwait University launched
a conference on the topic “Citizenry in the Arab World”,
in cooperation with the French Center for Research in the
Arabian Peninsula at the southern building of the college in
Sabah Al-Salem University City. The event is scheduled to
last for two days. The Acling Dean of the Faculty of Arts,
Dr Abdulmohsen Al-Madaaj stressed that holding these
conferences contributes to consolidating the concept of
citizenship among the Arab peoples, in addition to opening
scientific and academic horizons that serve the community.

“The issue of citizenry is a scientific topic worthy of
research, as it did not receive sufficient attention. It is one
of the basic pillars of any living society. It is the social link
and the political fabric of individuals and society alike,” Al-
Madaaj said. The Senior Counselor at the French Embassy
Fanny Fonquerone and representative of the Ambassador
of France to Kuwait Claire Le Flecher expressed her hap-
piness over the conference, which was organized by the
Department of Philosophy at Kuwait University and the
French Research Center in the Arabian Peninsula.

“This two-day conference brings together more than
a dozen academics from different continents.” “During
these two days, discussions will take place on the issue
of citizenry in its individual and collective manifestations,
as well as its political and legal practices, hoping that
these discussions will allow for the promotion of common
knowledge and thus open new horizons for research and
partnership between the two countries,” she said.

“The conference was organized in the spirit of active
cooperation between Irance and Kuwait. France constant-

before the COVID-19 pandemic. It saw the partic-
ipation of delegales from the US, Brilain, Vieltnam,
China, Jordan, Turkey, France and Italy.

Non-commissioned officers
In another development, the army has announced
the enrollment of 400 Kuwaitis who passed the
scheduled tests and medical examinations in the
course of non-commissioned officers. According to
a press statement, the admission of all applicants
who have passed the tests and medical examinations
comes in line with the high directives of the polit-
ical leadership to support and encourage Kuwaiti
youths and give them the opportunity to work and
serve their homeland. The first batch of 227 students
was accepled last March, with 350 applicants to be
accepled next May. The rest of the applicants will
be accepted and trained successively in schools and

Lraining wings of all army units. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Undersecretary of the Kuwait National Guard

Lieutenant General Engineer Hashim Al-Rifai speaks
during the commencement of the CPX Nasr 18 exercise.

KUWAIT: The cultural panel in the Department of Philosophy at the College of Arts at Kuwait University
launched a conference on the topic ‘Citizenry in the Arab World’, in cooperation with the French Center for

Research in the Arabian Peninsula. —KUNA

ly shows its friendship with Kuwait through its diplomatic
activity and the scope of its cooperation. The friendship
between the two countries is old; it began in the seven-
teenth century and has grown strongly since then. It is a
friendship that has extended for more than two centuries,”
FFonquerone said.

She indicated that the conference came after the In-
ternational Symposium on Archeology in the Arabian
Peninsula, which was held last month, and shows the usual
research cooperation between the countries. “Cultural and
scientific cooperation yields results from exchanges such
as this conference, stressing that the relations developed
at the conference enhance and develop academic and sci-
entific cooperation between the two countries and more,
hoping that this conference will be fruitful for all.”

The Head of the Philosophy Department Dr Muham-
mad Al-Wuhaib, said that studying scientific concepts and
academic ideas is one of the most important foundations
at the university. “It serves the individual and develops
society, in addition to encouraging research and careful
studies.” “The conference allracts a distinguished group
of academics to enrich the topics of the conference over a
period of two days to discuss one of the most contempo-
rary and important topics, which is the concept of cilizen-
ry,” he clarified.

It is worth noling that the conference also deals with
the study of theoretical dimensions and practical aspects
of what must be supported, consolidated, changed, or
developed with regard to the reality of citizenship in the
Arab world. —Agencies

Municipality starts
second phase of
hygiene campaign

KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality announced
that it started the second phase of the hygiene
campaign launched last March called “Our
country deserves it” in order to raise the hy-
giene quality across the country. The munic-
ipality confirmed that field teams in cleaning
centers of the cleaning and road occupancy
departments in all governorates will intensify
their inspection campaigns to reduce hygiene
violations in commercial, investment, craft, in-
dustrial and agricultural areas.

The aim of these field trips is to monitor
violations and have cleaning inspectors fol-
low up on cleaning work on a 24-hour shift
basis in centers spread across the six gov-

ernorales. Inspectors will monitor the per-
formance of cleaning companies in order to
crack down on violations. It's worth noting
that private commercial cleaning companies
that sign contracts with real estate owners
in the investment, commercial and indus-
trial sectors are subject lo the supervision
and control of the Kuwait Municipality, but
the municipality is not obligated to remove
wasle from these companies because they
don't have contracts with it.

The municipality also indicated that it
would intensify the efforts of its supervisory
teams and will provide the required mech-
anisms, equipment and cleaning workers to
raise the level of cleanliness. Legal action will
be taken against those who violate construc-
tion and waste dumping regulations. The mu-
nicipality emphasized the importance of seal-
ing waste bags, putting then inside containers
and taking them outside during specified col-
lection times in order to avoid fines.

KUWAIT: Two drivers have been arrested for recklessly driving and endanger-
ing the lives of others after a video clip circulated on some social media sites

that showed them in the Sulaibikhat area. The drivers of two vehicles were
detained and have been referred to authorities for necessary legal action.
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Ministry of Health shuts 33
clinics over advert breach

Unrealistic beauty standards put people at risk

By Nebal Snan and Agencies

KUWAIT: Kuwail’s ministry of health announced
it has “temporarily” shut down 33 private cosmetic
surgery clinics for breaking medical advertisement
rules on social networking sites. In a press state-
ment, the ministry said the move came alter these
clinics violated law 70/2020 on the profession of
cosmelic surgeons and relevant ministerial decrees,
mainly decree 87/2023 related to public morality,
code of ethics and patient privacy.

Kuwait Times had reported on the psycholog-
ical effects these adverlisements could have on
youth in January. Psychologist Hassan Al-Mousawi
said consistent exposure to these images, whether
on the streets or on social media, might resull in a
skewed perceplion of beauly among young wom-
en, often leading Lo more serious menlal disorders,
from anxiety to self-harm. The unrealistic beauty
standards not only put women at risk, he said, but
also men who have been recently going under the
knife more frequently compared to previous years.

The ministry added that it had already taken
legal action against the clinics by sending the
violating doctors to concerned authorities and
shutting down the clinics “temporarily” until rel-

KUWAIT: Minister of Electricity, Water and Renewable Energy Mutlaq Burguba

meets with renewable energy specialists to discuss future projects. —KUNA

Kuwait to speed
up renewable
energy projects

KUWAIT: Kuwait must accelerate its plans of pro-
ducing no less than 15 percent of the electrical grid
consumption from renewable energy sources by
2023, Minister of Electricity, Waler and Renewable
Energy Mutlag Burguba told KUNA. The ministry
noled in a slalement that Burguba mel with several
renewable energy specialists and discussed relevant
topics, current and future governmental projects,

evanl investligalions are over. Decree 87/2023,
which was issued in May 2023, aims al regulaling
the huge volume ol cosmelic surgery clinic ads
both online and on the streets. The decree largely
deals with two issues: The publicization of ser-
vice costs in ads and the use and filming of pho-
tos or videos that depict customers at the clinic.
This only applies to private clinics.

Superlatives, price tags off limits

Here are highlights from some of the 27 articles
in the decree: On adverlising prices: The decree
prohibits advertising the prices of health services,
including products and treatments, both online and
on the streets. The article implies that it's not al-
lowed Lo publicly respond Lo requests for pricing
on social media, which usually happens in the com-
ments section under posts. Health professionals,
however, are allowed to advertise their experience.

It is not permissible to advertise medicines, med-
ical preparations, mixtures, formulas, stimulants,
special foods, devices, machines or equipment
through any other adverlising means without a li-
cense from the health ministry.

On filming patients: Physicians and healthcare
practitioners are prohibited from filming patients

their implementation and how to follow up on them.

The meeling focused on conserving energy and
the steps needed for relying on renewable energy to
produce 10 percent of the ministry’s building con-
sumption of electrical energy. The officials discussed
the establishment of an organizational unit in the
ministry to handle the tasks and projects related to
renewable energy.

The meeling was allended by Acling Undersec-
retary Maha Al-Asousi, Assistant Undersecretary
for Technical Services and Main Concerns Sector
Ahmed Al-Rashidi, Assistant Undersecrelary for
Electric Power Stations and Water Distillation Sec-
tor Haitham Al-Ali, and Assistant Undersecretary for
Distribution Networks Engineer Saad Al-Rashidi.
Electricity projects have made headlines last week,

Undersecretary of Kuwaitis Ministry of Finance Aseel Al-Munifi (center) during the joint meeting.

Kuwait supports Arab
financial institutions

RABAT: Undersecretary of Kuwait’s Minis-
try of Finance Aseel Al-Munifi affirmed late
Saturday Kuwait’s keenness to support the
work of the Arab financial institutions to en-
hance the economic cooperation and integra-

KUNA center holds
training program
on Al journalism

KUWAIT: The KUNA Center for the Development
of Media Skills on Sunday started a training program
entitled “Artificial Intelligence (Al) Journalism,” dealing
with metaverse journalism and its modern tech. The
program, which is presented by the CEO of UAE Artifi-
cial Intelligence Journalism for Research and Forecast-
ing (AIJRF) Dr Mohammad Abdelzaher is concerned
with discussing metaverse journalism techniques,
ways Lo benefit from Al, answering many questions in
connection to it, and providing ideas and solutions to
several challenges facing the media and related to the
concepl of future media.

In the training program, Dr Abdelzaher discusses
the extent to which Al is linked to many complex devel-

tion. In a statement to KUNA, following the
conclusion of the joint annual meetings held
in Rabat, she stressed on Kuwait’s keenness
Lo accomplish the goals ol the Arab financial
institutions in order to achieve development
and economic prosperity for Arabs.
Al-Munifi, who headed Kuwait’s delegation,
said that the financial institutions represent the
Arab economic cooperation, integration and
joint Arab actlion, noling that they succeeded

opments in this sector, and he believes that presenting
them through sessions, workshops, and training pro-
grams is a vital matter that will benefit all journalists and
media workers. Several employees from KUNA, Ku-
wail FFund for Arab Economic Development (IKFAED)
and Kuwait Ports Authority (KPA) will participate in
the aforementioned training program, which will last
until May four.

In the world of journalism, technology have ap-
peared in the production of press materials such as
news, economic analyses, news stories, elc., using Al
programs and Lechnologies that extract huge data from
the digital archives, then edit and audit them, and even
direct the content automatically to a specific audience.

Al journalism represents a new media revolution
that is fully compatible with the modern technologies
of the information and industrial revolution, and it is in
greal growth in the world ol journalism and media. This
center is concerned with increasing the skills of profes-
sional journalistic work, improving media content, and
bringing theory and practice closer in the field of writ-
ing media materials. —IKKUNA

for purposes of education, documentation or re-
search without written permission from the patient,
practitioner and management of the clinic.

On the content of ads: Ads must not contain false
or misleading medical information. Using exagger-
ated superlatives, such as “the best”, “the only”,
“guaranteed”, and “legendary” is also not allowed.

Brimming with issues

A quick look at the social media accounts of
some cosmelic surgery clinics shows thal many have
stopped advertising their prices. A few had posted
statements in early April, two weeks after the decree
was issued, Lo urge customers lo call the clinic for
information on pricing because “it’s not permitted to
advertise pricing and offers on social media”.

Following the health ministry’s announcement on
Saturday evening, people took to Twitter and Insta-
gram mostly to voice their approval, despite misun-
derstanding the motivation behind the shutdowns.
Comments on social media posts, which mostly
conlained vague information on the closures with-
oul explaining the nature of the violations, assumed
the clinics had caused physical harm to patients and
asked for those responsible to be prosecuted. Many
brought to attention that some clinics are operaling

KUWAIT: This file photo shows a construction site, part of the Gulf electrical

interconnection expansion project.

with the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Develop-
ment announcing that 15 percent of the Gulf elec-
trical interconnection expansion project with Kuwait
has been completed until March 2023.

The interconnection project between the GCC
Interconnection Authority (GCCIA) and Kuwaitl
is essential lo producing sustainable energy and
reducing the cost of production. The project in-
cludes eslablishing the Walfra station, which would
connect the GCCIA’s network with Kuwail’s net-
work through four circuits of 400 kV transmission
at a total cost of $270 million. According to the
fund, Kuwait will be among the largest benefi-
ciaries of the project, as it will raise the capacity
supporting the local electricity network to about
3,500 megawatts. —KUNA

RABAT: Undersecretary of Kuwait’s Ministry of Fi-
nance Aseel Al-Munifi attends the joint annual
meetings held in Rabat. Al-Munifi affirmed Kuwait’s
keenness to support the work of the Arab financial
institutions to enhance the economic cooperation
and integration. —KUNA photos

in financing economic and social projects in
Arab countries. The Arab financial institutions
concluded their annual meelings by selecling
a chairman [or the upcoming meelings, as well
as approving the board of directors reports for
the year 2022. Arab ministers of finance and
economy and central bank governors partici-
pated in the meetings to discuss financing and
supporling economic and social development
programs in the Arab countries. —KUNA

without the necessary qualifications.

“(Errors) in medical procedures are more serious
compared to violations of ad laws,” said Zaina Al-
Ras on Twiller. “Technicians working as cosmelic
surgeons, (unqualified foreign workers) becoming
dermatology technicians. (Cosmelic surgery clin-
ics) are brimming with problems. The ministry of
health needs to take a close look and bust those
working illegally.”

News in Brief

Authority for disabled to
hold monthly diwaniya

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for the Dis-
abled will have a monthly diwaniya to receive
the disabled and to discuss issues of concern
to them and their families, the authority said
in a media statement. The diwaniya will be
held on the first Monday of each month at
7:00 pm with the participation of NGOs.
The authority asked those interested in at-
tending to write to the authority through
e-mail. The first diwaniya, said the authority,
will discuss the special code of buildings and
case of use for the disabled in the presence
of authority’s director general and govern-
ment representatives.

KPC announces LNG
prices for May

KUWAIT: Kuwail Petroleum Corpo-
ration (KPC) announced on Sunday the
liquefied gas prices, namely Propane
and Butane for May. In a statement to
KKUNA, KPC added that Propane metric
ton will be sold at the value of US$ 555
during May, and the Butane metric ton
al the same price. Both gases are used in
production of petrochemicals as well as
cooking and healing purposes, it added.
The liquefied gas prices are alfected by
the increase and decrease of oil prices,
market supply and demand and other
factors. —KUNA

GCC committed to
Sudan’s security

RIYADH: GCC Secretary-General Jasem
Al-Budaiwi affirmed on Sunday the Coun-
cil ‘s keenness on Sudan ‘s securily, safely
and slability and ils commitment lo sup-
porling the country in lacing all challeng-
es to achieve the aspirations of its people.
Budaiwi made the remark during a recep-
tion held at GCC headquarters in Riyadh
for Special Envoy of the Chairman of the
Transitional Sovereignty Council in Sudan
Ambassador Dafallah Al-Haj Ali. Budaiwi
called on all sides to calm down, prioritize
nalional interest and halt all forms of mil-
itary escalation. Budaiwi also praised all
humanilarian roles played by Saudi Ara-
bia, the GCC and Arab countries and all
international and regional efforts that aim
Lo achieve securily and stability and to end
the crises in Sudan. —KUNA

KUWAIT: CEO of UAE Al Journalism for Research and Forecasting Dr Mohammad Abdelzaher presents ‘Arti-

ficial Intelligence (Al) Journalism’. —KUNA
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News in Brief

Final school exam schedule ready

KUWAIT: The education ministry has complet-
ed the preparation of the end of the school year
2022-2023 exam schedule for secondary school
students, the ministry announced Sunday. The
schedule is pending approval by the ministry’s Un-
dersecretary and Chairman General of examina-
tions Usama Al-Sultan. About 44,000 students in
grade 12 will sit for exams from June 11 until June 22
in the general, private, religious, special and home
education. The schedule was set as it was in pre-
vious years with rest days in between. There will
be an extra 30 minutes for students with learning
difficulties and another extra 15 minutes for each
subject in order to give students time to read in-
structions and ensure they received the correct
number of exam pages.

Islamic book fair launched Sunday

KUWAIT: The Social Reform Society has kicked
off the 45th edition of the Islamic book fair Sun-
day. The official spokeswoman for the Ministry of
Information Anwar Murad said in a statement to
ICUNA that the exhibition is closely followed by
publishing and journalism sector. Murad said 49
publishing houses are participating in the book
fair, including 19 from Kuwait and 30 from outside
the country. She added that the ministry would
provide all required logistical support to the ex-
hibit to ensure it's success. The exhibit will go on
until May 6. —KUNA

Charity projects reach 623,000 people

KUWAIT: The Deputy Director General for
Communications, Marketing and Information
Technology Affairs at Mercy International So-
ciety, Dr Adnan Al-Haddad, announced that the
number of beneficiaries from the Iftar, Clothing
and Eid projects amounted to 623,000 beneficia-
ries, distributed over 29 countries in Africa, Asia,
Europe and the Arab world. He pointed out that
Mercy International attaches great importance to
the Iftar project, as it is one of the most important
tributaries of virtue and righteousness, which en-
hances the spirit of interdependence and solidarity
among Muslims in various parts of the world. With
regard to the clothing and Eid project, Al-Haddad
explained: “Thousands of orphans have benefit-
ed from the project, in a good humanitarian ges-
ture that spread happiness and joy, in addition to
spreading smiles around the world.”

Monday, May 1, 2023

Photo of the day

KUWAIT: An aerial photo shows part of Kuwait City, including Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmed Cultural Centre overlooking the Arabian Gulf Street. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Kuwaiti artist traces nostalgia,
heritage post oil discovery

Hanadi Al-Marzouq presents five artworks at Sadu House exhibit

Kuwaiti designer Hanadi Al-Marzouq poses for a

photo outside the exhibit held at Sadu House.

This photo shows “The Prophecy, 2023”, one of the
artworks at the exhibit.

By Ghadeer Ghloum

KUWAIT: Kuwaili designer Hanadi Al-Marzougq is show-
casing her artwork in “Iraces of Nostalgia”, a multidisci-
plinary exhibition where she expresses the changes that
took place in Kuwait after the discovery of oil.

Marzouqs art pieces revolve around preserving Ku-
wail’s heritage that is fading away after the country’s rapid
modernization. Five of her artworks that shift between Ku-
wait’s past and present are displayed at the exhibition: The
‘Trace, The Prophecy, The Awakening, Inception and An-
thropocene. The exhibition opened at Sadu House on April
29, 2023 and will continue until May 6, 2023. During the
exhibition, Marzouq told Kuwait Times about her artworks
and highlighted the significance of each pieces.

The Trace, 2023: Mixed media installation

Marzouq said “The Trace’ is an inslallation that decon-
structs the language of traditional symbols found in Sadu
Lextiles, embracing them as functional motifs rather than mere
ornaments that are devoid of any purpose. The central part
of this installation is a tire, a symbol of the consumerist mind-
sel, manufactured from recycled rubber whose tracks reveal
ephemeral Sadu impressions on the sand. This installation
invites the viewer to reflect on our lost heritage, capturing
{leeting moments before they disappear from our landscape.

The Prophecy, 2023: Mixed media sculpture

Describing “The Prophecy’, Marzouq said it is a com-
position of thoughts on Kuwail’s brutalist architecture of
the oil era, which is mostly demolished now as oil contin-
ues to be a catalyst for cycles of demolition and construc-
tion that are devoid of any permanence. This multi-layered
abstraction fuses various materials such as ceramic and
brass. This leads Lo the realization that the purpose of this
study is not to recover what has been lost, but to expand
on the potential of contemporary identities of Kuwaitis in-
fluenced by this dicholomous transition.

The Awakening, 2023: Mixed media installation
Extending her thoughts to a future that gives birth to other
habitants, Marzouq said “The Awakening” is an installation that
transports the viewer into the future, with a glimpse of ruins at
an imagined site where future habitants reflect on our legacy
and pose questions Lo construct a collective memory of our
pasL. The bleached burqas represent the diminished interest
in locally crafted goods and the decline of the weaver’s his-
Loric role in sociely, whereas the prototypes of an unfinished

Japanese embassy
announces 2024
govl scholarship

KUWAIT: The Embassy of Japan is pleased to announce
that the Government of Japan offers scholarship to those who
wish to study at Japanese universities as undergraduate and
research students. The Japanese Government Scholarship was
established in 1954 in order to increase mutual understanding
between the people of Japan and other countries as well as Lo
make an international contribution to the intellectual field.

All Kuwaiti citizens who meet the following qualifica-
tions are eligible to apply: Undergraduate students must
have completed a 12-year school curriculum at good aca-
demic standing. They must be born on or after April 2,1999.
Eligible students will study, if accepted in the scholarship
program, for five years from April 2024 to March 2029 in

This photo shows “The Trace, 2023”, one of the art-
works at the exhibit. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

This photo shows “An-
thropocene, 2023”, one

This photo shows “In-
ception, 2023”, one
of the artworks at the
exhibit.

of the artworks at the
exhibit.

project represent a constant state of cultural alienation. The
installation also comments on the shift in gender roles that
came aboul during this period ol social and economic change,
allowing the manifestation of petro-masculinity in many ways.

Inception, 2023: Textile, wool

Marzouq said the lextile pattern mimics tire tracks found
in the previous installation, a contrast of the past and pres-
ent. While the weaver promotes cultural identity through
their craft, the designer draws significance from culture us-
ing instruments that can channel this meaning into products.
The result is a juxtaposition of the roles of the traditional
weaver and the contemporary product designer as they
collaborate to create products that generate social shifts.

Anthropocene, 2023: Film

Marzouq clarified the idea of the film, as she said that in
a barren postapocalyplic landscape, an unnamed young bed-
ouin woman — a relic of her bygone ancestry — attempls
lo summon a hall remembered Sadu-weaving lechnique.
She wanders through decayed cityscapes, desertscapes and
abandoned scrap yards in search of the one tool that would
activate her memory and regenerate her once expert weaving
skills - a weaving horn. The work explores spatial and lemporal
insights into the inevitable consequences of the current state
of imbalance. By breaking the barrier between the screen and
the spectator with a pile of horns, the narrative is extended Lo
become a perceptual activity of the spectator.

the fields of natural sciences and social sciences and hu-
manities. Research students must have completed 16 years
of school education. They must be born on or after April 2,
1989. Eligible students will study, i accepted in the scholar-
ship program, from April 2024 to March 2026 in the field of
study majored at university or related to it. Years of study
might extend depending on the major category.

Application forms, detailed information and oth-
er conditions can be downloaded from the embas-
Sy’s Website: (https://www.lw.emb-japan.go.jp/
itpr_ja/11_000001_00233.html). The embassy will start
accepting applications from Sunday, May 7, 2023. The
deadline for submilting applications is Thursday June 15,
2023 at 03:00 pm. Applications must be submitted to the
embassy by hand. The application process consists of doc-
ument screening, written exams, and personal interview.
Applicants are advised to prepare for the exam by referring
to the past exams. Link: https://www.studyinjapan.go.jp/
en/planning/scholarship/application/examination/

For inquiries, please contact cultural section, Embassy of
Japan by telephone at 2530 9458 or email at rania.alnass@
kw.mofa.gojp
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Clashes rock Sudan despite truce

Millions have endured crippling shortages of water, food, medicines and other basic supplies

JEDDAH: Evacuees from Sudan disembark from a ship upon their arrival in Jeddah on April 30, 2023. Heavy fighting again rocked Sudan’s capital as tens of thousands have fled the bloody turmoil and a former prime minister

warned of the “nightmare” risk of a descent into full-scale civil war. — AFP

KHARTOUM: Heavy fighting again rocked Su-
dan’s capilal Sunday as lens of thousands have
fled the bloody turmoil and a former prime min-
ister warned of the “nightmare” risk of a descent
into full-scale civil war. Army forces clashed with
paramilitaries in Khartoum as decadly hostili-
ties have entered a third week despite the latest
ceasefire, which was formally set to expire at the
end of the day.

“There has been very heavy fightling and loud
gunfire ... since the early morning on my streel,”
a southern Khartoum resident told AFP. Clashes
were reported around the army headquarters in
central Khartoum, and the army also carried out
airstrikes in the capital’s twin city of Omdurman
across the Nile River.

Foreign nations have scrambled lo evacuale
thousands of their cilizens by air, road and sea
since the fighting plunged the poverty-stricken
country into deadly turmoil on April 15. A first Red
Cross plane brought eight tonnes of humanitarian
aid Lo Porl Sudan, from Jordan, on Sunday. It car-
ried surgical material and medical kits Lo stabilise
1,500 patients, the International Committee of the
Red Cross said.

Millions of Sudanese have endured crippling

Pope appeals to
Hungarians to be
open to migrants

BUDAPEST: Pope Francis on Sunday called on
Hungarians to be “open” toward migrants, as he
wrapped up a three-day visit to the central Euro-
pean country whose nationalist premier has taken a
staunch anti-immigration stance.

Tens of thousands thronged a central Budapest
square o hear the pope lead an open-air mass
during which he urged all, including “those with po-
litical and social responsibilities”, to be more open.
“Lel us encourage one another o be increasingly
open doors,” the 86-year-old Argentine pontiff said,
adding it was “sad and painful... to see closed doors”.

“The closed doors of our selfishness with regard
to others... the doors we close towards those who are
foreign or unlike us, towards migrants or the poor,”

shorlages of waler, [ood, medicines and other ba-
sic supplies, while tens of thousands have fled to
neighbouring countries, with more on their way.
Satellite images showed long bus convoys at the
Egyplian border, while the UN said tens ol thou-
sands had escaped to Chad, South Sudan, Ethio-
pia and the Central African Republic.

The turmoil could deepen further in the power
struggle between army chief Abdel Fattah al-Burhan
and Mohamed Hamdan Daglo, head of the paramil-
itary Rapid Support Forces (RSF). Sudan’s former
premier Abdalla Hamdok warned Saturday that the
conflict could deteriorate into one of the world’s
worst civil wars. “God forbid if Sudan is to reach a
point of civil war proper... Syria, Yemen, Libya will
be a small play,” Hamdok told an event in Nairobi. “1
think it would be a nightmare for the world.”

Risk of famine

The violence has killed at least 528 people and
wounded about 4,600, the health ministry said,
although the real casualty Ltoll may be higher [rom
fighting in 12 out of Sudan’s 18 states including
the Darfur region.

The UN World Food Programme has warned
the unrest could plunge millions more into hun-

he said. Throughout his visit to Budapest—nhis sec-
ond since a brief 2021 stopover—lancis has em-
phasised a welcoming stance towards those fleeing
poverty or conflict zones.

The comments have stood in stark contrast to
those of Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban
who has regularly espoused anti-migration rheto-
ric to defend a “Christian Europe” since coming to
power in 2010.

On Sunday, some 50,000 people thronged to
hear the pope say mass under tight security at
Kossuth Lajos Square, behind the parliament on the
banks ol the Danube, according Lo local authorilies.
“I feel emotional. He is very important in my life,”
onlooker Ferenc Toth, 43, told AFP alter the pope
passed by in his popemobile.

‘Christian mission’

University student Levente Kiss said it was
“unique” to see the pope up close. “It was good to
see that the pope has taken a stance that really calls
us to our Christian mission to support the people
in migration crises, especially the war in Ukraine,”

ger in a country where 15 million people already
need aid to stave off famine. Some of those killed
still lie on the roads ol Khartoum, and the ICRC’s
Africa regional director Patrick Youssel told jour-
nalists the Sudanese Red Crescenl was “lrying Lo
get to the bodies in the streets”. Only 16 percent
ol hospitals are functioning in Khartoum, accord-
ing to the World Health Organization, with many
[acilities shelled in the fightling.

The warring sides have agreed to multiple truc-
es but none has taken hold, as chaos and lawless-
ness have gripped the capital city of five million
and other regions. The lalest three-day cease-
fire—due to expire at midnight (2200 GMT) Sun-
day—was agreed Thursday after mediation led by
the United States, Saudi Arabia, the African Union
and the United Nations.

As the battles have raged regardless, the rival
generals have taken aim at each other in the me-
dia. Burhan again branded the RSF a militia that
aims “lo destroy Sudan” while Daglo called the
army chief “a traitor”. Local authorities in Khar-
toum on Sunday put civil servants on open-ended
leave “due to the security situation”, though the
majorily of residents have already been hiding al
home since the fighting broke out.

the 21-year-old added. On Saturday, Francis gave
a speech to refugees—mostly from neighbouring
Ukraine—and poor people at a Budapest church.
Orban’s government has welcomed those fleeing the
war in Ukraine, which borders Hungary.

But aclivists say there is barely a support system
in place and Orban’s insistence on maintaining ties
with Moscow has also alienated Ukrainians. Fran-
cis’ 41st international trip since becoming pope in
2013 is taking place entirely in Budapest, the capital
of the EU member where 39 percent of the 9.7-mil-
lion population are Catholic. It comes a month after
he was hospitalised for three months for bronchitis,
so all eyes have been on the ponliff’s health. But
despite persistent knee pain forcing him to move
around in a wheelchair, the pope has appeared to
be in good shape.

On Saturday, Francis met Budapest mayor Gerge-
ly Karacsony, a staunch Orban opponent. He also
met with bishop Hilarion, who was ousted as head
of the Russian church’s department for external re-
lations by Russian Orthodox leader Patriarch Kirill, a
staunch Kremlin backer. — AFP

Gas leak kills
11 in India

AMRITSAR: A gas leak killed 11 people in
India on Sunday, an official said, in the latest
deadly industrial accident in the vast devel-
oping economy ol 1.4 billion people. The gas
leak happened in Giaspura, an industrial area
of Ludhiana in the northern state of Punjab.

“Eleven deaths are confirmed,” Mandeep
Singh Sidhu, police commissioner of Ludhi-
ana, told reporters, adding that four people
were hospilalised. The cause of the leak was
yet to be ascertained, Sidhu added.

“When the blood sample is matched with
the sample that the NDRF (National Disaster
Response Force) leam lakes, only then will
we be able to tell you the exact cause, which
kind of gas,” the police commissioner said.
Five women were among those who died,
broadcaster NDTV reported. The six other
victims included two boys aged 10 and 13, the

women were hospilalised after a gas leak at
an apparel manufacturing plant in the south-
ern state of Andhra Pradesh.

That followed a similar accident in June
when around 200 women fell unconscious
after a gas leak in the same area, NDTV
reported. In 2020, at least 15 people were
killed and hundreds hospilalised after a gas
leak al a chemical plant in Visakhapatnam, an
industrial port city in the same state. Nearly
1,000 people were exposed Lo the gas and
over 500 were hospitalised with symptoms
of severe respiratory distress and

Tens of thousands flee

Sudan was ruled for decades by Islamist-backed
strongman Omar al-Bashir, who was ousted by the
military in 2019 after mass pro-democracy protests.
The coup brought Burhan and Daglo to power, and
they seized full control in another military takeover,
in 2021, before turning on each other.

UN Secrelary-General Antonio Gulerres has
urged negotiations to end the bloodshed. “There is
no right to go on fighting for power when the coun-
try is falling apart,” he told Saudi-owned Al Arabiva
television on Saturday. “My appeal is for everything
to be done to support an African-led initiative for
peace in Sudan.”

About 75,000 have been displaced by the fight-
ing, the UN said. At least 20,000 have escaped to
Chad, 4,000 to South Sudan, 3,500 to Ethiopia and
3,000 to the Central African Republic, it said. The
fighting has also lriggered a mass exodus of foreign-
ers and international staff. Saudi Arabia said it had
taken about 5,000 people to safety on ships across
the Red Sea. A US-organised road convoy arrived
in Porl Sudan Salurday Lo join the exodus. And the
UK Foreign Office said just under 1,900 Britons had
been taken out on 21 {lights, following large airlifts by
France, Germany and other nations. — AFP

BUDAPEST: Handout photo released by the Vatican
Media on April 30, 2023 Pope Francis is greeted by
believers wearing traditional Hungarian dresses as

he celebrates a holy mass at Kossuth Lajos’ Square
during his visit in Budapest, on the last day of his
three-day trip to Hungary. — AFP

the Indian legal equivalent of manslaughter.

That incident sparked memories of one of
India’s worst industrial disasters. In 1984, gas
leaked from a pesticide plant in Bhopal, a city
in central India. At least 3,500 people living
around the plant operated by Union Carbide
died in the days that followed the leak. People
conlinue Lo suffer the effects Lo this day.

Children are still born disfigured, with
webbed feel and hands, and experience
stunted growth because of the gas that af-
fected their mothers. — AFP

skin and eye irritation. Residents
were found slumped in the streets
alter being exposed Lo the gas,
forcing a large-scale evacualion
around the plant.

A government report accused
the plant’s owner LG Polymers, a
subsidiary of South Korea’s LG
Chem, of negligence and said the
disaster was due Lo a lack of sale-
ty protocols and poor emergency
response. Two senior South Ko-

REQUIRED

AUDIT & ASSURANCE PROFESSIONALS
KUWAIT

ASSISTANT MANAGERS /SENIOR ASSOCIATES /
EXPERIENCED ASSOCIATES

We are one of the reputed firm in Kuwait provides audit and assurance services
to a wide range of business enterprises in Kuwait.

We require qualified professionals staff (CA, CPA,) with a recognized Bachelors
degree. Our ideal candidate would have strong communication skills with
relevant experience, preferably in a ‘Big-4’ firm.

In return, we offer an attractive and comprehensive benefits package and a
challenging work environment with access to some of the best technology
based solution tools.

If you are interested please send us your CV indicating the position

reporl added. Industrial gas leaks blamed on
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UN chiel, envoys in key
talks on Afghanistan crisis

Taleban govt will be absent from the talks with representatives from about 25 countries

DOHA: UN chief Antonio Guterres will gather interna-
tional envoys at a secret location in Doha on Monday in
an increasingly desperate bid to find ways to influence
Afghanistan’s Taleban rulers. Considered the world’s
biggest humanitarian crisis by the United Nations, Gu-
terres’s quandary has been deepened by the Taleban
administration’s move to stop girls going to school and
mosl women from working, even for UN agencies.

The Taleban government, which took back power
in August 2021, will be absent {rom the talks with rep-
resentatives from about 25 countries and international
organisations, according to diplomats. Ahead of the
talks, a small group of women staged a protest in Kabul
on Saturday to oppose any international recognition
of the Taleban government. But the UN and Weslern
powers are adamant this will not be discussed.

“Any kind of recognition of the Taleban is complete-
Iy off the table,” said US State Department spokesman
Vedant Patel. Apart from confirming that the Taleban
leadership is not on the list of participants, the UN has
refused to provide any specifics including the location
in Qatar’s capital or who will join Guterres.

The Taleban’s deputy minister for refugees Moham-
mad Arsala Kharoli said on Sunday that “such meelings
will not have any results.” “As long as they don't estab-
lish proper relations with the Emirate (Taleban-ruled
Afghanistan) and no representation of the Emirate is

Iran’s Raisi to
visit Damascus
since Syria war

TEHRAN: Iran’s President Ebrahim Raisi
will travel to Damascus on Wednesday, Ira-
nian state media reported, touting a “very
important” two-day visit against the back-
drop of increased regional engagement with
the Syrian regime.

“Dr Raisi’s trip to Damascus next Wednes-
day is a very important trip due to the changes
and developments that are taking place in the
region,” IRNA state news agency on Sunday
quoted Iran’s ambassador to Syria, Hossein
Akbari, as saying.

According to IRNA, Raisi will lead a “high
economic-political delegation” in his two-day
trip at the official invitation of Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad. Tehran, a major ally of Assad,
has supported his government during Syria’s
12-year-old conflict, but no Iranian president
has visited there since the war started in 2011.

The visit comes weeks after a landmark rap-
prochement agreement between regional rivals
Iran and Saudi Arabia, which has also under-
lined grealer Arab willingness Lo re-engage
with the once isolated Syrian government.

“This trip will not only be beneficial for Teh-
ran and Damascus, but it is also a very good
evenl that other countries in the region can also
take advantage of,” Akbari was reported as
saying. There was no immediate official com-
ment from the Syrian presidency.

The last Iranian president to visit the Syrian
capital was Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, in Sep-
tember 2010. Assad last visited Tehran in May,
in his second reported trip to the Islamic re-
public since the war began. —AFP

present, these meelings won't be successful to a great
extent,” he told AFP at Kabul airport.

In Doha, the UN secrelary-general is also lo give
an update on a review of the world body’s critical relief
operation in Afghanistan, ordered in April after author-
ities had stopped Afghan women from working with
UN agencies, diplomats said.

The UN has said it faces an “appalling choice” over
whether to maintain its huge operation in the country
of 38 million. Torn apart over the Ukraine war and other
global tensions, the UN Security Council powers unit-
ed on'Thursday to condemn the curbs on Afghan wom-
en and girls and urge all countries to seek “an urgent
reversal” of the policies. The Afghan foreign ministry
rejected the call and said the ban “is an internal social
malter of Alghanistan”.

UN ‘in a trap’

Richard Gowan, UN expert for the International
Crisis Group, an independent NGO, said the UN is “in
a lrap over Afghanistan”. “Gulerres has lo unlangle a
very complicated knot. He needs to find a way to keep
aid flowing into Afghanistan, but the Taleban ban on
women is a huge blow to the UN’s ability to operate in
the country.” Gowan said the international community
wants the UN to maintain its critical presence.

“There are lots of differences among Securily

Turkey nears
referendum on
Erdogan’s rule

ISTANBUL: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan dives Sunday into the final two-week stretch
before a momentous election that has turned into a
referendum on his two decades of divisive but trans-
formative rule. The 69-year-old leader looked fight-
ing fit as he strutted back on stage after a three-day
illness and tossed flowers to rapturous crowds al an
Istanbul aviation fest on Saturday.

It was the perfect venue for reminding Turks of all
they had gained since his Islamic-rooted party ended
years of secular rule and launched an era of economic
revival and military might. He was flanked by the pres-
ident of Azerbaijan and the Ankara-backed premier of
Libva—two countries where drones built by his son-in-
law’s company helped swing the outcome of wars.

Istanbul itsell has become a modern and chaolic
megalopolis that has nearly doubled in size since Erdo-
gan came to power in 2003. But hiding beneath the sur-
face are a more recent economic crisis and fierce social
divisions that have given the May 14 parliamentary and
presidential polls a powder keg feel.

‘Political coup attempt’

The nation of 85 million appears as splintered as
ever about whether Erdogan has done more harm than
good in the only Muslim-majority country of the NATO
defence bloc. Polls show him running neck-and-neck
againsl secular opposition leader Kemal Kilicdaroglu
and his alliance of six disparate parties.

The entry of two minor candidates means that Erdo-
gan and Kilicdaroglu will likely face each other again in
a runoff on May 28. But some of Erdogan’s more hawk-
ish ministers are sounding warnings about Washington
leading Western efforts to undermine Turkey’s might
through the polls.

Interior Minister Suleyman Soylu referred Friday to
US President Joe Biden’s 2019 suggestion that Wash-
ington should embolden the opposition “to take on and

Council members over Afghanistan. But everyone,
including Russia and China, agrees il is beller Lo
have the UN in Kabul than nol.” The Uniled Nalions
has given few indications of what proposals could be
made at the meeting.

UN spokesperson Stephane Dujarric said on Friday
the aim “is lo reinvigorale inlernational engagement
around common objeclives for a durable way forward
on Afghanistan”. The global body also wanls “unity
or commonalily of message” on women’s and human
rights, countering terrorism and drug trafficking.

“Recognition is nol an issue,” Dujarric insisted.
Whether the Taleban government takes up Afghan-
istan’s UN seal is for the UN General Assembly Lo
decide. But the UN and other groups have been
holding increasingly intense discussions on how to
engage with the Taleban authorities and possibly of-
fer incentives for change.

US Afghanistan envoy Thomas West has been trav-
elling across Wesl Asia in recent weeks meeling dif-
ferent governments and groups. Last year the United
States moved $3.5 billion of seized Alghan assels inlo a
Swiss-based fund to pay for reliel and imports that are
not controlled by the Taleban authorities.

Suggestions have been made that the US admin-
istration should consider easing sanctions. “Much as
we might prefer lo see regime change in Afghanistan,

GENEVA: File photo shows UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres looks on during a conference on
aid for Afghanistan, in Geneva. Guterres will gather

international envoys at a secret location in Doha on
May 1, 2023. —AFP

for the foreseeable fulure a reasonably slable and
sufficiently capable Taleban government is needed to
help facilitate humanitarian programs, neutralise ISKP
(Islamic State), and avert state collapse and civil war,”
‘Washington think tank the Middle East Institute said in
areport last week. —AFP

IZMIR: A handout photograph taken and released on April 29, 2023 by the Press Office of the Presidency

of Turkey, shows Turkish President and Leader of the Justice and Development (AK) Party, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, greeting citizens during an electoral rally at Gundogdu Square in Izmir, on April 29, 2023. —AFP

”

defeat Erdogan”. “July 15 was their actual coup at-
tempt,” Soylu said of a failed 2016 military putsch that
Erdogan blamed on a US-based Muslim preacher. “And
May 14 is their political coup attempt.”

Splintered sociely

Erdogan continues to be lionised across more con-
servative swathes of Turkey for unshackling religious
restrictions and bringing modern homes and jobs Lo
millions of people through construction and state in-
vestment. Turkey is now filled with hospitals and inter-
connecled with airports and highways that stimulate
trade and give the vast country a more inclusive feel.
He empowered conservative women by enabling them
Lo slay veiled in school and in civil service—a right that
did not exist in the secular state created from the Otto-
man Empire’s ashes in 1923.

And he won early support from Turkey’s long-re-
pressed Kurdish minority by seeking a political solution
to their armed struggle for an independent state that has
claimed tens of thousands of lives. But his equally pas-
sionate detractors point to a more authoritarian streak
that emerged with the violent clampdown on protests in

2013 -- and became even more apparent with sweeping
purges he unleashed after the failed 2016 coup attempl.

Erdogan turned against the Kurds and jailed or
stripped tens of thousands of people of their state jobs on
oblique “terror” charges that sent chills through Turkish
society. His penchant for campaigning and gift for public
speaking enabled him to keep winning at the polls. But the
current vote is turning into his toughest because of a huge
economic crisis that erupted in late 2021.

Democratic traditions

Erdogan’s biggest problems started when he decid-
ed to defy the rules of economics by slashing interest
rates to fight inflation. The lira lost more than half its
value and inflation hit an eye-popping 85 percent since
his experiment began.

Millions lost their savings and fell into deep debl.
Polls show the economy worrying Turks more than
any other issue—a point not lost on Kilicdaroglu. The
74-year-old former civil servant pledges lo restore
economic order and bring in vast sums from West-
ern investors who fled the chaos of Erdogan’s more
recent rule. —AFP

Sheikha Al-Zain
submits credentials...

Continued from Page 1
She revealed that boosting commercial and econom-
ic ties are very important, stressing that it is necessary
to provide small and medium-size enterprises with a
chance to contribute to the rich and diverse relations.
Sheikha Al-Zain also noted the two countries are
keen on extending strategic cooperation within the

Mol limits renewal
of expats’...

Continued from Page 1

the government Lo atlend the regular Assembly
session on Tuesday and Wednesday. The government
however is not expecled to atlend the session after
HH the Amir said two weeks ago he intends Lo dissolve

Biden laughs
off age gags alt...

Continued from Page 1

“’Let me finish the job’ — That’s not a campaign slogan,
that’s a plea,” Wood added. “Say what you want about our
president, but when he wakes up from that nap, work gets
done.” Biden aimed one of his barbs at media mogul Rupert
Murdoch, the 92-year-old owner of conservative TV network
Fox News. “You might think I don't like Rupert Murdoch,
that’s simply not true. How can I dislike a guy who makes me
look like (29-year-old pop star) Harry Styles?” Biden joked.

He also targeted CNN presenter Don Lemon who was
sacked allegedly after sexist and ageist on-air remarks. “Call
me old — I call it being seasoned. You say I am ancient — [
say I'm wise. You say I'm over the hill — Don Lemon would
say that's a man in his prime.” The dinner institution had start-
ed to wither — first boycotted by Donald Trump, then shut
down altogether to fend off COVID-19.

Evenlast year, strict COVID testing, frequent use of masks
and diminished attendance resulted in a low-key affair. But
this year’s event for 2,600 guests was sold oul, and attended
by both Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris. Having the

political and military sectors to bolster her country’s
security and stability, in addition to achieving the in-
terests of both parties. She added that boosting cul-
tural coop eration is also a priority for the embassy,
adding she will hold regular meetings with Kuwaiti
students in the US to look into their needs and en-
courage them to excel.

Ambassador Sheikha Al-Zain also affirmed that she will
coordinate efforts of the Kuwaiti health office in the US to
look into the affairs of Kuwaiti patients and their family
members seeking treatment in the country. — KUNA

the Assembly, which was dissolved in August last year,
but was reinstated by a constitutional court ruling. The
agenda of the session includes allowing members of the
new government Lo lake the oath to become members
of the Assembly if the session takes place.

Meanwhile, judges from the constitutional court on
Sunday brought some documents related to the 2022
Assembly elections which were annulled by the court
on March 19. The judges also sealed the ballot boxes
that include all votes cast by Kuwaiti voters.

president and vice president in attendance restored a tradi-
Lion last observed in 2016, the final dinner before Trump en-
tered the White House. “Folks, it is wonderful to be back here
again, proving [ haven't learned a damn thing,” said Biden.

The occasion is meant to celebrate the constitution’s
First Amendment guarantees of free speech and Lo advo-
cate for a free press worldwide. Before the dinner, Biden
met with the family of Evan Gershkovich, a Wall Street
Journal reporter arrested and imprisoned in Russia last
month on espionage charges. US officials strenuously
deny the allegations, and a large media campaign has been
launched to push for his release.

Gershkovich, who previously worked for AFP, is the
first foreign journalist arrested in Russia on spying charges
since the collapse of the Soviet Union. “We are working
every day to secure his release. We're looking at oppor-
Lunities and Lools Lo bring him home. We keep the faith,”
Biden said. This week Moscow said it had denied a con-
sular visil Lo Gershkovich in relaliation for Washington not
issuing visas Lo several Russian journalists, as bilateral lies
remain frozen more than a year after Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine. Also among the dinner’s star guests was basket-
ball player Brittney Griner, who was released by Russia as
part of a prisoner swap last year and who has vowed to
fight for other detainees. — AFP

Qatar spends
big to beat post...

Continued from Page 1

1.4 million people to the state. Akhtar Patel, who
runs a jewelry store in Doha’s Souq Waqil market,
said business in comparison is “quict”. “We really
miss those fans now,” he said. The Eid al-Fitr Muslim
holiday brought back some shoppers, but the decline
has been such that Sandeev Kumar, who runs a print
workshop, sent two of his four staff back to India be-
cause he could no longer afford to pay them.“We miss
the vibe, but we miss the business even more,” he said.

On Doha’s seafront promenade, host to a World
Cup fanzone, some jobless workers have been re-
duced Lo asking [or cash handouts, leading the interi-
or ministry to issue a public warning against “uncivi-
lized” begging. But Qatar’s economy remains healthy.
After recording a trade surplus of nearly $100 billion
in 2022, growth in 2023 — bolslered by ils natural gas
riches — is predicted by the World Bank to hit 3.4
percent, among the highest in the Middle East. And a
wave ol newcomers has added nearly 100,000 Lo the
population since the World Cup final, taking it to over
three million, according to official figures.

Erdogan, rival
draw vast crowds...

Continued from Page 1

Kilicdaroglu, 74, and his multi-faceled alliance
are posing Erdogan’s toughest election challenge
since the Turkish leader’s Islamic-rooted party
first swept to power in 2002. Erdogan became
prime minister a year later, consolidating control
as a powerful president under a new constitution
in 2018. The upcoming vote is too close to call and
likely heading Lo a runolf on May 28.

Kilicdaroglu and his allies have fanned out
across the country, holding daily events that are
starting to gel coverage on pro-government media
that dominate Turkey today. He staged an equally
massive rally along the embankment of the oppo-

Akbar Al-Baker, head of Qalar’s lourism agen-
cy and Qatar Airways, said hotel occupancy in the
months after a World Cup is “always low”. The tiny
country has made investments in lourism and hosling
more major events a focus, Baker added, predicting
Qatar will welcome more than five million visitors this
year — more than twice the number in pre-pandemic
2019. Mechanical diggers are laying the ground for
a six-month horticultural expo from October, which
Qalar hopes will draw one million foreign visilors.

Concrete is also being poured at a new racetrack
to host the second Qatar Formula One grand prix on
Ocl 8. On Iriday, Qalar was revealed as the host of
the 24-nation basketball World Cup in 2027, despite
having no tradition in the sport. Culture Minister
Sheikh Abdulrahman bin Hamad bin Jassim bin Ha-
mad Al-Thani said that when Qatar first launched its
Years of Culture series with other countries a decade
ago il was a struggle lo find candidates. “Countries
are now queuing to be part of the Years of Culture,”
he told an event for this year’s partner, Indonesia.

New prime minister Sheikh Mohammed bin Ab-
dulrahman bin Jassim Al-Thani took office in March
and is expected lo soon announce new economic
inilialives, in parl a response Lo growing compelilion
from neighboring Saudi Arabia, which has embarked
on many reforms. — AFP

sition-controlled Aegean city of Izmir, where Er-
dogan drew slightly smaller crowds on Saturday.

“These elections are elections to rebuild our
democracy,” Kilicdaroglu, a former civil servant
lold the cheering crowd alter walking oul on slage
with his wife, Selvi. “We will bring peace to this
country, I will bring brotherhood to this country,”
Kilicdaroglu said. The massive Llurnoul is a sign of
the huge interest Turks have in the election, which
has turned into a referendum on Erdogan’s rule.

His party is also in danger of losing control
of parliament, which it holds through an alliance
with an ultra-nationalist group. Erdogan in 2019
lost landmark municipal voles in Ankara, Istan-
bul and Izmir - Turkey’s three biggest and most
economically powerful cities. But his decision to
campaign in all three hints at the close nature of
the vote. “Ankara has a huge responsibility,” Er-
dogan told the crowd. — AFP
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top ‘provocative

and unsafe’ acts in South China Sea

Marcos insists he will not let China trample on the Philippines’ rights in the sea

WASHINGTON: The United States called on Chi-
na Saturday to stop “provocative and unsafe con-
duct” in the disputed South China Sea after a recent
near-collision with a Philippines coast guard boat
there, ramping up rhetoric ahead of a visit by the Fil-
ipino president to the White House.

State Department spokesman Matthew Miller, in
a statement two days before President Joe Biden is
to host his Philippine counterpart Ferdinand Marcos
Jr., said the incident was a reminder of China’s “ha-
rassment and intimidation” of Philippine vessels in
the contested waterway.

“We call upon Beijing Lo desist [rom ils provoc-
ative and unsafe conducl,” he said, adding thal any
attack on Philippine armed forces would trigger
a US response. Biden has been working to bolster
relations with Asian allies as the US-Chinese rela-
tionship remains in a historically deep chill, and the
Philippines’ proximity to key sea lanes and Taiwan
gives il particular strategic importance.

The near-miss Sunday off the Spratly Islands
was Lhe latest in a long string of marilime incidents
between China and the Philippines. Beijing claims
sovereignty over almost the entire South China Sea,
ignoring an international ruling that the assertion has
no legal basis.

A near-miss

AFP was one of several media outlets thal wil-
nessed the incident after journalists were invited to
join two Philippine Coast Guard boats on a six-day
patrol of the walers, visiling a dozen islands and
reefs. The Philippine vessels approached Second
Thomas Shoal, known in China as Ren’ai Jiao, in the
Spratly archipelago.

As one boat, the BRP Malapascua, which was car-

Polls open in Paraguay
election, with Taiwan
ties in the balance

ASUNCION:  Voling stations opened Sunday
across Paraguay as its citizens pick a president they
hope will tackle endemic corruption, rising crime and
economic inequality, with the election potentially
impacting the country’s future ties with Taiwan.

A cenler-left coalition is aiming lo end the almost
unbroken, seven-decade hegemony of the ruling
conservative Colorado Party in the closest race in
many years. Some 4.8 million of the South American
country’s 7.5 million inhabitants are eligible Lo vole
in the election for the president and legislature that
will be determined in a single round.

Lawyer Elrain Alegre, 60, of the Concerlacion
center-left coalition is leading narrowly in opinion
polls amid a recent anti-incumbency trend in Lalin
American elections. His main challenger is Santiago
Pena, a 44-year-old economist and former finance
minister hoping to continue the rule of the Colora-
do Party that has governed almost continually since
1947 -- through a dictatorship and since the return
ol democracy in 1989.

Though they differ on economic and interna-
tional policy, the two [rontrunners are both socially
conservalive, defending strong anli-abortion and
anli-gay marriage slances in an overwhelmingly
Catholic nation. As polls opened, Alegre and Pena
urged Paraguayans to vote, a call echoed by out-
going President Mario Abdo Benilez, who is consli-

Uzbeks vote on
reforms to
strengthen prez

TASHKENT: Voters across Central Asian Uzbeki-
stan went to the polls Sunday in a constitutional ref-
erendum that could allow President Shavkat Mirziy-
oyev Lo remain in power until 2040. Mirziyoyev, 65,
became president in 2016 after the death of dictator
Islam Karimov.

He insists the overhaul of the constitution will
improve governance and quality of life in the land-
locked country of 35 million people, whose rights
have long been heavily restricted. But it is Mirziy-
oyev who is expected to benefit most in the majori-
Ly-Muslim country, observers say.

The constitutional changes would extend presi-
dential terms [rom five Lo seven vears, allowing him
to serve two more terms and extend his time in pow-
er until 2040. The authoritarian reformer voted in the
capital Tashkent with his family.

Thousands protest
French government’s
immigration plans

PARIS: Thousands of people, including many undoc-
umented migrants, marched in Paris and other French
cities Saturday, protesting planned changes to im-
migration laws and eviclions {rom the Indian Ocean
island of Mayotte. In the French capital, demonstra-
tors marched behind a banner proclaiming “No to the
Darmanin law. Against repression, imprisonment and
deportations, for a welcoming migration policy”, a
reference to Interior Minister Gerald Darmanin.
Organisers said that 2,300 people turned out for
the protest in Paris. The immigration bill, which the

ryving Filipino journalists, neared the shoal, a Chinese
Coast Guard vessel more than twice its size sailed
into its path. AFP journalists watched the incident
from the other Philippine Coast Guard boal, which
was less than a kilometer (0.6 miles) away.

The Malapascua’s commanding officer said the
Chinese ship came within 45 meters (50 yards) of
his boat and only his quick actions avoided the steel-
hulled vessels crashing into each other. The Chinese
foreign ministry said Friday that the Philippine boats
had “intruded” without China’s permission and called
it a “premeditated and provocative action.”

Manila pushes back

But Manila hit back, saying that “routine patrols
in our own waters can be neither premeditated or
provocative” and insisting they will continue to
conduct the patrols. The near-miss came just a day
after Marcos hosted Chinese Foreign Minister Qin
Gang for Llalks in Manila aimed al defusing Lensions
in the walerway.

Marcos has insisted he will not let China trample
on the Philippines’ rights in the sea, and has gravitat-
ed toward the United States as he seeks to strength-
en defense ties. Early this month, the Philippines
identified four additional military bases—in addition
Lo five exisling sites—Lto which US forces will have
access, including one near the Spratly Islands.

The two countries also carried out their big-
gesl ever military maneuvers in recenl weeks.
This shift has alarmed China, which has accused
Washingtlon of trying lo drive a wedge belween
Beijing and Manila.

‘Ironclad commitment’
US-Philippine ties were badly frayed under

File photo shows a member of the Philippine coast guard vessel BRP Malabrigo mans his post while

being shadowed by a Chinese coast guard ship at Second Thomas Shoal in the Spratly Islands in the
disputed South China Sea. — AFP

Marcos’s predecessor, the authoritarian Rodrigo
Duterte. Marcos has sought to allay public fears
that the reviving alliance with the US could bring
the Philippines into the conflict if China were to
invade Taiwan.

He has said that with Biden he will discuss the

ASUNCION: People wait in line to cast their vote during national elections in Asuncion on April 30, 2023.

Paraguayans go to the polls to choose between right-wing economist Santiago Pena and center-left
lawyer Efrain Alegre. — AFP

Ltutionally limited to a single term. “The higher the
turnout, the grealer the legitimacy of democracy,”
Abdo said after being one of the first to cast a ballot
in the capital Asuncion.

‘Back to Jerusalem’

The outcome could have important consequenc-
es for Paraguay’s international relations. It is among
only 13 countries to recognize Taipei over Beijing.
But Alegre has vowed to reconsider this if he wins,
telling AFP: “Relations with Taiwan mean the loss of
one ol the largest markets, which is China.”

He added: “Paraguay makes a very big efforl, a
very big sacrifice to have relations with Taiwan, but

Polling stations opened at 8:00 am (0300 GMT),
according to the Uzbek Election Commission. They
will close at 8:00 pm. There is little doubt the amend-
ments will be adopted, in a country where the media
is heavily controlled.

The government has gone to some lengths to
give the vole a veneer ol legilimacy, enrolling local
celebrities at large rallies and concerts to praise
the proposals and the president. Billboards around
Tashkent, the biggest city in Central Asia, encourage
people to vote.

The campaign appears to be working. “The new
constitution will change my life,” Shamsiddin Zhura-
yev, a 40-year-old businessman, told AFP outside a
Tashkent polling station. “But I don't really know in
what way.” Yel the prospect of Mirziyoyev clinging
on to power unnerved some.

“Everything is done so that the president remains
in power for life,” said 70-year-old pensioner Nur-
khamil, who relused Lo give his last name. He con-
ceded that Mirziyoyev had “made some reforms and
tries Lo change things” but worried the Uzbek leader
is following the footsteps of longtime Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin.

“Our authorities are copying Putin’s system,” he

government has just postponed until the autumn, “is
a racist law, which aims to criminalise foreigners”
and lead to “more deportations”, said Aboubacar, 31,
an undocumented Malian.

“The problem is not immigration, it’s exploitation
and rogue bosses,” said the post office sub-contrac-
lor who, with colleagues, has been fighting for 17
months to obtain his official documents to live and
work in France. The protesters also took aim at Op-
eration Wuambushi (Take Back) being carried out by
the authorities on the French Indian Ocean Island of
Mayolle Lo send back illegal immigrants, most from
neighbouring Comoros, currently housed in unsani-
tary shanty towns.

“The way undocumented Comorans are lreal-
ed is unworthy of a country like France,” said Ma-
rie-Christine Vergial, vice-president of the French
Human Rights League and a former member ol the
European parliament. The Darmanin bill and the op-

we are nol seeing from Taiwan the same efforl.” Lal-
in America has been a key diplomatic battleground.

China considers sell-ruled, democratic Taiwan
part of its territory to be retaken one day, and does
not allow other countries Lo recognize both Beijing
and Taipei. Nicaragua shifted its allegiance to Beijing
in 2021, as did El Salvador in 2018, Panama in 2017
and Costa Rica in 2007.

Pena has said he would retain lies with Taiwan
but move Paraguay’s embassy in Israel from Tel
Aviv to Jerusalem. Paraguay had previously moved
its embassy in 2018, bul reversed its decision within
months. “Yes, I would go back Lo Jerusalem,” Pena
told AFP before the vote. — AFP

TASHKENT: Handout photograph released by the
Press Service of the President of Uzbekistan on April

30, 2023, shows Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziyo-
yev visiting a polling station in Tashkent. — AFP

said. “They (leaders) are not elernal, you have Lo
respect your people.” Following Karimov’s death,
Mirziyoyev spearheaded a series of reforms in Uz-
bekistan, including a clampdown on forced labour in
the cotton fields. — AFP

eralion in Mayolle are linked, Said Mhamadi, a Co-
moran civil leader, said in the southern port city of
Marseille, where up to 300 people demonstrated.

The controversial bill, entitled “Controlling immi-
gration while improving integration”, is aimed, among
other things, at providing greater scope for depor-
Lation, especially for foreigners who commit crimes.
It would require a minimum level of French before a
multi-year residence permit could be granted, would
introduce mandatory fingerprinting, and tighten re-
quirements for the renewal of long-term permits.

On Wednesday, the French government once again
failed o reach consensus on the immigration bill,
which is considered too divisive in an already abrasive
social climate. The government is promising a balance
between the expulsion of foreigners who threaten
public order and belter integration of undocumented
migrants, in particular by regularising workers in sec-
tors where manpower is needed. — AFP

“need to tone down the rhetoric” over the South
China Sea, Taiwan and North Korea. White House
spokeswoman Karine Jean-Pierre said earlier in the
month that Biden intended, in the meeting with Mar-
cos, to “reaffirm the United States’ ironclad commit-
ment to the defense of the Philippines.” — AFP

News in Brief

Boat sinks at reef

MANILA: Rescuers were searching for four
people Sunday after a boal carrying more
than a dozen scuba divers sank at a World
Heritage-listed marine sanctuary in the Phil-
ippines, authorities said. The Philippine Coast
Guard said 28 people were rescued after
“Dream Keeper” went down on Sunday morn-
ing in the pristine waters at Tubbataha Reef
off the weslern province of Palawan. Four Chi-
nese nationals were among those on board
the dive boat. The owner of the vessel, a dive
master and two guests were still missing, coast
guard spokesman Rear Admiral Armando Bali-
lo said. A coast guard vessel and about 10 dive
boals were searching the walers. “IUs full of
diving enthusiasts now and it’s on their bucket
list. IU’s a dream dive,” said Balilo, referring to
Tubbataha. The 97,000-hectare (240,000-
acre) Tubbataha Reefl is one of the country’s
largest marine protected areas and was listed
as a World Heritage Site by the United Na-
tions in 1993. — AFP

|
Two killed in strike

MOSCOW: Two people were killed when a
Ukrainian missile hit a Russian village near the
countries’ border, the regional governor said
Sunday. Missiles hit the village of Suzemka, to
the east of the frontier between the two coun-
tries, according to Alexander Bogomaz, the
governor of Bryansk oblast. “As a result of the
strike inflicted by Ukrainian nationalists, un-
fortunately, two civilians were killed,” he said
in a message posted on Telelgram. “According
to preliminary data, one residential building
was completely destroyed, two more houses
were partially destroyed.” It comes after a
week in which Russia renewed heavy missile
altacks on Ukrainian cities, killing 23 peo-
ple including a baby boy, and a massive fire
broke out in Moscow-annexed Crimea after
a suspected drone attack. Moscow-installed
officials in eastern Ukraine also reported that
Ukrainian shelling had killed nine people in-
cluding an eight-year-old girl in the city of
Donetsk. — AFP

|
Colombia volcano

BOGOTA: Authorities in Colombia on Sat-
urday recommended that towns closest to a
rumbling, nolorious volcano be evacualed,
ahead of a possible eruption. The Disaster
Risk Management Office said it was moving to
evacuate communities that are located with-
in 15 kilometers (nine miles) from the main
crater of three that make up the Nevado del
Ruiz volcano in the Colombian Andes. Seismic
aclivity has increased at the volcano, which
killed 25,000 people in an eruption in 1985.
That blast was the worst natural disaster in
Colombian history and one of the deadliest
volcanic eruptions of the 20th century. There
has recently been a “significanl increase in
seismic activity,” the ministry of mines said in
a statement while Colombia’s SGC geological
service warned of a “probable eruption within
days or weeks.” The 5,300-meter (17,400-
foot) colossus in western Colombia is one of
the many volcanoes along the Ring of Fire, a
path around the Pacific basin characterized by
active volcanoes and frequent earthquakes.
On November 13, 1985, it erupted and emitted
so much heat that it melted the snow that caps
the mountain. — AFP
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KFH posts historic net profit of
KD 162.1 million for Q1 2023

Net profit increased by 133.2% < Earnings per share reached 11.06 fils

KUWAIT: Chairman of Kuwail Finance House (KFH)
Hamad Abdulmohsen Al-Marzouq said that KFH has, by
the grace of Allah, reported historic net profit of KD 162.1
million for the first quarter of 2023 for KIFH sharchold-
ers; an increase of 133.2 percent compared to the same
period last year, taking into consideration the benefits of
the acquisition. Earnings per share for the first quarter
of 2023 reached 11.06 fils; an increase of 67.6 percent
compared Lo the same period last year.

Net financing income for the first quarter of the year
reached KD 226.0 million; an increase ol 42.1 percent
compared to the same period last year.

Net operating income for the first quarter of the year
reached KD 251.2 million; an increase of 69.5 percent
compared Lo the same period last year.

Financing receivables as of the end of the first quar-
ter of 2023 reached KD 19.2 billion, ie, an increase of
KD 318.8 million or 1.7 percent compared to the end of
last year. Tolal assets as of the end of the first quarter of
2023 reached KD 36.9 billion, ie, at the same level as the
end of last year. The same applies Lo the sharcholders’
equity, which amounted to KD 5.3 billion at the end of
the first quarter of 2023.

Deposilors’ accounts as of the end of the first
quarter of 2023 reached KD 23.4 billion, an increase
of KD 962.3 million or 4.3 percent compared to the
end of last year. In addition, the capital adequacy ra-
tio reached 17.50 percent which is above the minimum
limit required by regulators. This ratio confirms the
solid financial position of KFFH.

Strong growth

Al-Marzouq said that the strong growth KFH
achieved in all financial indicators during the first quar-
ter of 2023 confirms the successful and efficient strategy
of the Bank. He added that KFH successfully maintained
remarkable ratios in lerms of profitability, ROA, ROE, im-
proving assel quality, the coverage ratio of provisions for
non-performing debt, cosl-lo-income ratio as well as all
key financial indicators.

Al-Marzouq explained that “KFH enjoys solid capital

Hamad Abdulmohsen Abdulwahab lesa
Al-Marzouq Al-Rushood

base and high liquidity ratios that support its business
growth and credit strength. With around KD 11 billion
market capitalization, KFH topped the largest listed com-
panies on Boursa Kuwail in Lerms of markel capilalization”.

Clear strategy

Al-Marzougq stressed that KIFH continues ils stralegy
Lo improve the role of core banking aclivily in achieving
profitability and sustainable growth, keeping pace with
developments in the fields of digilizalion, applying arti-
ficial intelligence, innovation in financing and investment
products and solutions, increasing investment in green
sukuk in the total financing portfolio, expanding linking
investments Lo suslainable development goals, oplimal
investment in human resources and enriching knowledge,
supporling entrepreneurship and youth, and providing
corporate banking, supporting SMEs, and developing
harmony between the Group’s banks to boost KFH's
leading position globally.

He added that the growth resulted from the success-
ful acquisition of Ahli United Bank constitutes a driving
force for KFH to achieve its ambitions, not to mention
moving forward in ils regional and international expan-
sion Lo record significant growth ratios in profits and in
customer service level.

Prominent societal role

Al-Marzouq explained that KIFH plays a prominent so-
cielal role characterized by diversity and inclusiveness, in
a way Lhat reinforces the implementation of sustainabili-
Ly crileria, indicating that KIFH has implemented strategic
social initiatives with added value and a real positive im-
pact on society. The initiatives, for example, include KD 20
million debt settlement of defaulting debtors, KD 8 million
reconstruction of Al-Mubarakiya, and support for the
“Kuwail is by your side” campaign Lo reliel those affected
by the earthquake in Turkey and Syria with an amount of
$20 million, in addition Lo signing various agreements with
social welfare organizalions Lo support ils various social
and relief efforts inside and outside Kuwail.

Profit maximization

KFH Actling Group CEO Abdulwahab Iesa Al-Rush-
ood said that “the recent financial results and the dou-
ble-digit growth maintained by KFH for several years
came as a result of the optimal implementation of KI'H's
strategy. This success was reflected in the strong oper-
ational performance, the growth in operaling income,
financing portfolio, and customer deposils, return on eq-
uily, optimization, adherence to applying best responsi-
ble banking practices, risk management, balanced prior-
ities, and strengthening the bank’s financial solvency and
creditworthiness”.

Leadership in digitalization

Al-Rushood pointed out that KFH continues to lead
in digital transformation, achieving a remarkable growth
in the customers’ use of digital banking services through
KIFFHonline on mobile and website, where the rate of in-
crease in usage in Q1 2023 compared Lo the same period
of the previous year reached about 43 percent. He also
stressed that KFH will continue to lead the competition
and be unique in offering innovative financial solutions
that meet customers’ aspirations and add to KFH's lead-
ership locally and globally.

Talent acquisition
Al-Rushood said that KFH has qualified lalents and

personnel that are able to implement the strategic goals
of the bank. Indeed, the successlul lalent acquisition
and development strategy of KFH resulted in having the
largest number of Kuwaili employees at the level of Ku-
waili banks and all private sector institutions, while the
percentage of altracling Kuwailis for new appointments
reached about 100 percent in recent years.

Sustainability

Al-Rushood stressed the continued application of trans-
parency, environmental standards, social values, gover-
nance, financial inclusion, empowering women and expand-
ing their representation in KFH's workforce, and increasing
green and sustainable financing efforts as part of the inte-
graled suslainability strategy adopled by the bank, in which
it has made great strides. He also indicated that KFH signed
a Memorandum of Understanding with the United Nations
Development Program (UNDP) to support sustainability
efforts, and launched the (Keep it Green) program, which
implements several sustainability initiatives under its um-
brella, as well as KI'H being the first bank in Kuwait to re-
ceive the GSAS-Gold Level certificate.

Global recognition

Al-Rushood pointed out that KFH received global
recognilion for its outstanding innovalive products and
services, reliability, broad geographical outreach, dig-
ital development, solid financial position, and its strong
brand. Accordingly, KI'H won various awards, mosl nola-
bly: “Best Islamic Bank in the Middle East”, “Best Bank in
Kuwait” and the Sustainability award in the Middle East
from EMEA Finance magazine, as well as “Best Digital
Offering in IKKuwait” award from Islamic Finance News
(IFN), in addition to many prestigious awards.

In conclusion, Al-Rushood expressed his confidence
in continuing the strong and positive results, appreciating
the trust of shareholders and customers and the support
of the Board of Directors. He also thanked the regulatory
authorities and praised the efforts of employees and all
partners and stakeholders and emphasized that KFH is
keen Lo reinforce its leadership worldwide.
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Hikes in tariffs fuel merchants’
discontent in impoverished Gaza

Zionisl entity collects a range of fees on behalf of Palestinian Authority

sAZA CITY: Hikes in import and export tariffs im-
posed by the Islamist rulers of the Gaza Strip since
last year have fuelled discontent among merchants in
the impoverished, blockaded territory. In March, Ga-
za’s Hamas rulers imposed new duties on the import
of fruit and the export of fish.

Although the fruit levy was later reversed after
traders went on strike, the seafood duty remains.
Traders relusing Lo pay risk having their perishable
goods stalled at crossing points from the enclave.
The increases are the latest in a series of new levies
on goods entering and exiting the coastal territory
where 2.3 million Palestinians struggle to survive.

In July 2022, Hamas imposed tax increases on
24 other items including boltled water and cerlain
clothes, forcing traders Lo remove some brands from
the market when shoppers could not afford the new-
ly-inflated prices. Wassim Al-Hilu, a food import-
er-exporter and member of Gaza’s chamber of com-
merce, said Gazans are already saddled with taxes
paid to Zionist entity — which collects a range of
fees on behalf of the Palestinian Authority (PA).

A split between Hamas and the PA, which admin-
isters the Zionist entity-occupied West Bank, often
leads to disputes over taxation and Hilu said the new
fees are harming Gaza’s “already ailing economy”.
The territory has been under a crippling Zionist
entity-led blockade since Hamas — designated a
“terrorist” entity by the United States, the Europe-
an Union and Zionist entity — took power in 2007.
The poverty rate has reached 53 percent, according
to the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, and
unemployment has hit 45 percent, the International
Monetary Fund said.

Rising prices
In Oclober, dozens of Gazan merchants Llook legal

Kuwait’s banking

sector posts solid
growth: KPMG

KUWAIT: With banks looking lo navigale
through pandemic-driven difficulties toward eco-
nomic recovery and stability, KPMG published
the eighth edition of its GCC listed banks’ results.
Titled ‘Cautious optimism’, the report offers a
thorough analysis of the financial results and key
performance indicators (KPIs) of leading listed
commercial banks in the region, in comparison
with the previous vear, to highlight the main fi-
nancial trends in the GCC countries.

Bhavesh Gandhi, Partner and Head of Finan-
cial Services, KPMG in Kuwait, said: “There are
promising indicators of steady financial growth in
Kuwait. Our results point out double-digit y-o-y
growth in total assets and net profit by average in
Kuwait, which is optimistic considering banking
sector in the country is [resh off the COVID-19
crisis. It is expectled that banks will press forward
aggressively in certain aspects, such as digital
transformation, but the collective disposition for
growth will remain cautious.”

Compared to 2021, Kuwail’s banking sector wit-
nessed the highest y-o-y growth in lerms of lotal
assets (by average) in the region, climbing by 21.4
percent. Kuwail’s banking sector’s net profit (by av-
erage) also had the most significant growth rate in

World Bank: Lebanon
tops world’s food
price inflation rate

BEIRUT: In its latest reports on food security
around the world, the World Bank said that Lebanon
recorded the highest nominal food price inflation
rate in the world during the February 2022 — Febru-
ary 2023 period. The country registered 261 percent
annual change in the food Consumer Price Index
(CPI), followed by Zimbabwe (128 percent).

With regard to the real inflation rate, the report
monilored an increase in the annual change in food
prices in Lebanon by 71 percent during the compar-
ison period, followed by Zimbabwe by 40 percent,
Rwanda by 32 percent, and Egypt by 30 percent.

In a separate report on poverty, the World Bank
warned that the economic situation in Lebanon was
rapidly deteriorating, noting that the exchange rate
ol the national currency against the US dollar was

ECB poised to hike
again but analysts
divided on how much

FRANKFURT: The European Central Bank is ex-
pected to deliver another interest rate increase
Thursday, but analysts are divided on how big the
hike will be against a backdrop of stubborn inflation
and market turmoil. There is little doubt the central
bank will hike borrowing costs for the seventh con-
secutive lime as consumer price increases are still
way above ils Lwo-percent largel.

The Frankfurt-based institution has already lift-
ed rates 3.5 percentage points since July last year to
lame energy and [ood costs thal surged after Russia
invaded Ukraine. But there is debate about whether
the ECB will opt for a 50-basis point hike — as it did
al its previous three meelings — or downshift to 25

aclion against last year’s lax hikes, which were then
frozen pending a court ruling. But in supermarkets,
traders have already reduced their reliance on im-
ports pending the court decision, said Riyad Sawafi-
ri, from the chamber of commerce.

Critical imports of bottled water, which the terri-
tory’s residents depend on due to shortages of po-
table water, have halved as a result. Osama Nolfal,
director of planning at Gaza’s economy ministry, said
the levies aim to encourage consumers to “support
the local producer,” referring to a desalination plant
that makes drinking walter. Since the introduction of
the tariffs on imported bottled water, bulk prices for
consumers have jumped from 1.67 shekels ($0.36)
per bottle to 2.17 shekels.

Baby formula is another product whose price has
escalated since last year’s tax increases. A pharma-
cist in Gaza City told AFP that for some types of for-
mula prices wenl [rom one shekel per box lo nine
shekels. Gaza-based economist Mazen Al-Ajlah said
the new fees are “illegal”.

With Gazans already suffering from a dire econ-
omy, the administration should reduce taxes on im-
ported raw materials and offer free clectricity to
factories, he said. The latest increases prompted a
two-week strike by traders, forcing a reversal to the
tariffs on fruit imports.

Bul authorilies refused Lo budge on the seafood
tax affecting an industry that employs around
4,500 people. The levy on [ish is six shekels per
kilogram (2.2 pounds) if it comes from Egypt and
is then shipped on to the West Bank. For fish lo-
cally caught off Gaza the export tax is three shek-
els a kilogram.

But perishable goods are not the only ones af-
fected. Garment traders decry a new 10 shekel tariff
on some clothing items. Nahed Al-Souda, secretary

the region, increasing by 36.3 percent to reach 412.9
percent for the year 2022. Kuwail's banking sec-
tor’s y-o-y growth with regard to coverage ratios
on slage 3 loans was also the highest, rising by 7.1
percent compared to 2021. Albeit marginal, Kuwait’s
banking sector’s returns on equity and assels grew
by 0.8 percent and 0.1 percent, respectively.

In terms of average capital adequacy ratio, the
banks in Kuwait had a healthy percentage of 17.3
percent, compared to the 18.3 percent in 2021, and
well above the 12 percent limit required by the Cen-
tral Bank of Kuwait. However, the banks in Kuwait
saw an increase in the cost-to-income ratio which
went up by 4 percent to reach 46.6 percent, com-
pared to the 42.9 percent in 2021.

The following salient findings emerged [rom the
financial results” analysis for the year-ended 31 De-
cember 2022 for the GCC region as a whole:

+ Profitability saw another double-digil increase
of 25.3 percent, driven particularly by a growth in
loan book, increased interest margin, lower loan im-
pairment and a continued focus on cost efficiencies.

+ Assel growth remained robust as banks in-
creased their asset base by 9.9 percent, which was
driven by lending to high quality customers.

+ Nel interest margins increased by 0.2 percent,
as a resull of the rising interest rale environment,
which helped drive profit growth.

+ The overall NPL ratio for the GCC banking
sector decreased by 0.1 percent and now stands at
3.8 percent, reflecting the conservative approach to
credit risk management.

+ Nel impairment charges on loans and advanc-
es decreased by an average of 11.2 percent, with the

trading at about LBP 100,000 to the dollar, which
means that the national currency has lost 98 percent
of its value since the economic crisis started in the last
quarter of 2019. The World Bank also said the failure
to address the financial sector losses, estimated at
aboul $72 billion, more than three limes the gross do-
mestic product, deepens the impact of the crisis.
Recent field surveys have shown that the poverty
rale conlinues Lo rise, as three out of five families clas-
sify themselves as poor or very poor, especially among
those who do not receive remittances from abroad.
While unemployment levels have decreased, the major-
ity of people are now working in low-quality jobs. In the
updated forecasts, the World Bank estimated that the
economy in Lebanon would contract by 0.5 percent at
the end of this year, contrary to previous expectations
of a decline in growth by 5.4 percent, as a result of a
better-than-expected performance for some economic
indicalors, such as the lourism sector. According Lo the
World Food Program (WFP), and with the continued
rise in food prices, food insecurity is expected to affect
about 1.46 million Lebanese people and about 800,000
refugees by the end of this month. — Agencies

basis points. Currently many analysts are belling on
a quarter point hike, due to slowing inflation as well
as a stable outlook in the 20-nation currency club.

Dala last week showed the eurozone economy
expanding 0.1 percent in the first quarter.

While modest, EU officials said the figure indical-
ed “resilience” against the challenging backdrop of
the energy crisis. However, several data releases due
on Tuesday — including a first estimate of eurozone
inflation for April — may change calculations.

“Both a 25-basis point and a 50-basis point rate
hike seem to be on the table,” said ING economist
Carslen Brzeski, adding there was a growing debate
between “hawks” and “doves” about the impacts of
tightening. But he added that given the divide within
the ECB, a quarter point increase would be a “typical
European compromise”.

Still, il eurozone inflalion comes in higher than ex-
pected, the “hawks” may yel win the argument for a
larger hike. But easing inflation in Germany for April
may be the harbinger for lower consumer prices oo

GAZA CITY: A picture taken on April 29, 2023, shows a Palestinian woman looking at garments at a clothing

shop in a Gaza City market. — AFP

of the clothes traders’ syndicate, said a compromise
was evenlually reached, allowing for the lax-free
importation of 600,000 pairs of jeans and 150,000
abayas per vear. Those exemptions are extremely
small considering trade volumes in the sector, Souda
said, calling the decision to impose the new tax un-
just. For the economist Ajlah, imposition of the levies
resulted from an “arbilrary” assessment by Gaza’s
rulers. “This reflects a lack of professionalism—and
blackmail,” he said. — AFFP

drop observed mainly in stage 2 and 3 portfolios, in-
dicating an improvement in credit quality.

+ ROA (1.3 percent in 2022) increased by 0.2 per-
cent compared to the prior year, owing to the rise in
profitability being higher than the asset growth.

+ Cosl-to-income ratios reduced compared Lo
2021 (40.9 percent to 39.9 percent), reflecting the
continued focus on cost reductions and operating
efficiency iniliatives.

+ Share prices overall remained stable year on
year with a marginal increase of 0.7 percent com-
pared to the previous year.

The report also highlighted a 1.2-percent de-
crease in return on equity (ROE), compared to 2021,
as equity growth brushed past profitability increas-
es. Dividend payout ratio in the region also witnessed
a near-identical drop of about 1.3 percent as GCC
banks looked to safeguard their earnings to further
bolster equity positions and support future growth.
According to the report, GCC banks continued ex-
tending adequate coverage for their performing loan
book as stage 1 net provision charges grew six-fold
compared to 2021. Furthermore, while well above the
minimum regulatory requirements across all GCC
countries, the average capital adequacy ratio dipped
marginally (0.3 percent) to reach 18.6 percent.

The GCC listed banks’ results anticipates banking
sector in the region to continue its pursuit of building
on its strong foundation, aided by a robust economic
environment. As banks in the region aim to look past
the COVID-19 crisis, it is expected that accelerated
innovation plans, technology focus and continued
government investment will witness [urther growth
in the future.

BEIRUT: Lebanon recorded the highest nominal
food price inflation rate in the world during the

February 2022 - February 2023 period, according
to World Bank.

elsewhere in the eurozone. On Iriday, the IMF’s Eu-
ropean department director Alfred Kammer urged
European central banks to push on with tightening
and “kill the beast” of inflation. In March, consum-
er prices in the eurozone rose by 6.9 percent on an
annual basis — the lowest rate in a year, and much
below the peak of 10.6 percent in October.

But ECB officials are concerned that core inflation,
excluding volatile energy and food costs, is stub-
bornly high. The bank’s three main rates currently sit
in range between 3.00 and 3.75 percent, the highest
levels since Oclober 2008. A day ahead of the ECB’s
announcement, the US Federal Reserve is sel to un-
veil its latest rate decision, with traders expecting
another quarter point hike. Ahead of their last meet-
ing in March, European policymakers faced calls to
abandon a previously announced rate hike due to
turmoil on markets. The collapse of three regional US
lenders and the enforced takeover of Credit Suisse by
rival UBS triggered the upheaval, and sparked fears
of a broader financial crisis. — AFP

Cautious optimism
over oil output cuts

By Sajeev K Peter

Sajeev@kuwaittimes.com

s Kuwait begins to slash oil output by
AIZ&OOO barrels per day from Monday

(May 1) in line with a wider OPEC+ deci-
sion, oil industry analysts are cautiously optimis-
tic that the measure is expected to have positive
ramifications for the country. The cuts starting
from May and lasting until the end of 2023 are
expected to sharply tighten the oil market, fueling
a spike in demand and prices from May onwards.
Some analysts even bet that crude oil prices
could even bounce back to $100 per barrel in the
coming months.

Given the present supply-side constraints,
the output cuts might lower growth for the GCC
region in the near term, but will have a positive
outcome on fiscal and external positions as high
oil prices could offset the impact of lower growth.

The OPEC+ grouping agreed to slash its oil
production by about 1.66 million barrels per day.
The production cuts are aimed to support oil
prices which lost about 20.6 percent of its value
in one year from April 5, 2022 to April 5, 2023.
The cuts are also expected to mitigate the impact
of a sluggish global economy and the fallout of
the banking crisis in the US on crude oil prices.

Oil Minister Bader Al-Mulla stated in early
April that the voluntary cut is a precautionary
measure, in addition to the reduction in produc-
tion agreed at the 33rd OPEC and non-OPEC
ministerial meeting on October 5, 2022. Immedi-
alely following the announcement of the cuts, the
global benchmark Brent jumped by more than 5
per cent to hit $84.13 per barrel, one of the sharp-
est price spikes in the past 10-11 months.

No doubt, the cut is a legitimate defense of
the oil producing countries as oil is the primary
source of their hard currency. For Kuwait, a de-
cline in oil prices is hard, as the country is heavily
dependent on oil and oil revenues fund around 90
percent of Kuwait’s public expenditure. It may be
recalled that oil prices dropped by about 20 per-
cent between the beginning of the last fiscal year
and the current one. According to a report re-
leased by Al-Shall, Kuwait’s oil production fell by
about 9.4 percent during the same period while
public expenditure increased for the current fis-
cal year by 11.7 percent.

According lo official estimates, Kuwail’s oil
production rose to a five-year high of 2.82 mil-
lion barrels per day in the third quarter of 2022,
but the output fell to 2.68 million bpd in February
2023. This will further drop to 2.55 million bpd
once Kuwail begins to implement the OPEC+ de-
cision to deepen pre-existing cuts for the whole
of 2023. The Kuwait Petroleum Corporation
(KPC) had announced its intention to increase oil
production capacity to 4.75 million barrels per
day by 2040.

Saudi Arabia will effect a voluntary reduction
of 500,000 bpd, Iraq 211,000 bpd, United Arab
Emirates 144,000 bpd, Kuwait 128,000 bpd, Al-
geria 48,000 bpd, Oman 40,000 bpd, Kazakh-
stan 78,000 bpd, and Gabon 8,000 bpd. Russia
has agreed to a voluntary adjustment of 500,000
bpd to last until end-2023.

There is no issue of supplies at the moment and
global crude oil production averaged at 100 million
bpd in 2022 and is expected to hit 101.5-102 mil-
lion bpd in 2023, while oil supply stood at 101.5 mil-
lion bpd in February 2023. Platts Analytics expects
global oil demand to expand by 2.5 million bpd in
2023.The estimates assume an annual average Dat-
ed Brent price of $90pb for 2023 countering argu-
ments that the OPEC+ decision will lrigger con-
sumer inflation in several consumer countries.
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Inflation data backs US Fed hike

US consumer confidence drops, BoJ maintains ultra-low interest rates

KUWAIT: The US dollar index closed last week
unchanged for the most part, ending at the 101.659
level after peaking at 102.172 in response to wor-
rying inflation data. Meanwhile, the lalest news
coming out of Japan sent the yen crashing against
the dollar, with the pair reaching the 136.56 mark,
representing a 1.74 percent decline on Friday alone.
In Australia, the AUD/USD pair dropped from its
opening price of 0.6686 this week, down to 0.6607.

Inflation pressures persist

The Federal Reserve’s preferred measure of core
inflation rose in March, gaining 0.3 percent m/m
and 4.6 percent y/y according to the Commerce
Department report released on Friday. The headline
figure eased, rising 4.2 percent y/y, down from an
upwardly revised 5.1 percent in February. However,
i’s the persistent strength in underlying inflation
pressures that may drive the Federal Reserve to
raise inleresl rales again al their next meeling.

Another closely watched measure by the Fed -
the Labor Department’s measure ol employment
costs - increased 1.2 percent q/q in the first quarter
of the year, exceeding forecasts. The data reinforc-
es forecasts of the Fed raising its benchmark inter-
est rate another 25 bps, and brings into question
how much further the central bank will have to go.
Evidently, although annual inflation has peaked, the
path back to the central bank’s 2 percent goal is
proving bumpy.

Consumer confidence

With the Conference Board’s index falling to
101.3 from 104.0 in March, US consumer confidence
dropped to its lowest level since July 2022, reaching
a figure much lower than the forecasted 104.1. The
leading factor in this decline is the board’s expecta-
tions index dropping to a measure of 68.1, which is
the lowest in 9 months. Consumer inflation expecta-

SHENMU, China: This photo taken on April 25, 2023
shows a miner working underground at the Hongli-
ulin coal mine near Shenmu, in China’s northern

Shaanxi province, during a media tour organized by
Chinese telecoms giant Huawei. — AFP

‘Smart mines’ show
coal embedded

in China’s future

SHENMU, China: One hundred melers underground
inside a pit in northern China, miners extract lumps of
coal with the flick of a finger on a smartphone, as the
country lries to drag the traditionally dangerous and
dirty work into the digital era.

The Hongliulin “intelligent mine” in coal-belt Shaanxi
province is a flagship facility in a drive to modernize Chi-
na’s thousands of coal mines, even as the nation pledges
to peak greenhouse gas emissions by 2030.

China is the world’s biggest emitter of the pollutants
driving climate change, and its promises to curb them are
essential to keeping global temperature rises below two
degrees Celsius.

But mine digitalization — which aims to improve safe-
ty and productivity — shows the continued importance
of coal in a country that last year produced nearly 60
percent of its electricity from the fossil fuel. Smart mines
are common in other coal-producing nations like Cana-
da, but China has lagged and now the government is aim-
ing to achieve basic digitalization of all mines by 2035.

On a lour organized by lelecoms giant Huawei —
whose technology underpins the changes at Hongliulin
— AFP journalists saw sensors, smarl cameras and 5G
relay boxes crisscrossing the facility. Inside a control
room crammed with screens displaying numbers, graphs
and images, technical manager Wang Lei said he could
monitor the air, temperature and other data in real time.

Digitalization “has reduced the intensity of our work”,
33-year-old electrician Ruan Banlin, who has worked in
the mine for 10 years, told AFP.

Climate change

Huawei said the new methods had increased output
per shift by almost a third. That’s good news for China’s
energy grid — but not the planet. Greenpeace this week
reported Beijing has approved a surge in coal power this
year, green-lighting as much in the first three months as
for the whole of 2021.

“We're seeing a decrease in the number of coal mines
while the clustering of production increases along with
total output,” the NGO’s Xie Wenwen told AFP.

Asked about smart mining, Xie said it should be scru-
tinized closely. “Obviously the safest thing we can do is
leave the coal in the ground. That goes for climate as well
as other risks,” she said.

According to official figures, China had 4,400 coal
mines at the end of 2022.

If it delivers on emissions pledges, those mines would
be operating at minimum capacity and at a loss over
coming decades, according to Greenpeace. But Huawei’s
involvement suggesls China is belling on coal relaining
its importance in fuel supply for years.

The company — whose net profit melted 69 percent
year-on-year in 2022 — is diversifying after US sanc-
tions over cybersecurity and espionage concerns ham-
mered its business.

Xu Jun, head of mining digitalization for Huawei, said
many competitors were setting up teams in the field.
“The investment in smart mining solutions is not contra-
dictory lo Huawei’s investment in clean energy,” the firm
told AFP. — AFP

tions over the next 12 months slipped to 6.2 percent,
which is far off the peak 7.9 percent reached last
vear. In terms of business conditions, 18.1 percent
of consumers labeled business conditions as “bad”,
compared to 19.3 percent from last month. When
it comes to the labor market, 47.9 percent of con-
sumers said that jobs were “plentiful” last month,
compared to 48.4 percent this month.

Additionally, 11.4 percent of consumers thought
that jobs were hard Lo gel last month, while this
month that percentage has dropped to 11.1 percent.
Only 12.5 percent of respondents expected there to
be more jobs available in the coming months, a near
seven year low. The US new home sales number
came in al 683K, bealing the forecasted 633K in-
crease. The median prices for homes also increased
from $438,200 to $449,800. An increase in mort-
gage applications was witnessed, as the banking
seclor crisis eased morlgage rales.

Economy grows at slower pace

US first quarter GDP rose at a rate of 1.1 per-
cenl, significantly lower than the forecasted 2.0
percent growth. The unaccounted for warm Janu-
ary weather boosted consumer spending in Janu-
ary, as spending rose by an annualized 3.7 percent,
down from the 2.6 percent rate in the last quarter
of 2022. For the first lime in one and a half years,
there has been a decline in private inventory invest-
ments, amounting o a $1.6 billion decline. This may
be seen as a blessing in disguise for the economy
as il faces a possible recession by the end of the
year. This decline in private inventory investment
cut GDP growth by 2.26 percent, the most in two
vears. Moreover, government spending was strong,
rising 4.7 percent. Meanwhile, residential invest-
ment dropped for the eighth consecutive quarterly
measure by 4.2 percent, while the non-residential
fixed investment grew by 0.7 percent.

China factory

activity cools
in April: PMI

BEIJING: China’s manufacluring aclivily conlracl-
ed in April, official figures showed Sunday, due to
tapering global demand and slow domestic recovery
after COVID-related curbs were lifted.

The official manufacturing purchasing managers’
index (PMI) — a key gauge ol Chinese [aclory oul-
put — fell unexpectedly to 49.2 in April [rom 51.9 in
March, and below the 50-point mark that separates
expansion and contraction in activity, data from the
National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) showed. Ana-
lysts polled by Bloomberg News had expected April
factory aclivily ol 51.4.

The drop comes after February recorded the high-
estreading inmore than a decade as factories returned
to normal following a surge in COVID cases. China’s
economy grew 4.5 percent in the first three months
of the year as the country reopened after dropping
strict health controls that helped keep the coronavirus
in check but battered businesses and supply chains.
Bul the world’s second-largesl economy is also besel
by a series of other crises, from a debt-laden property
seclor Lo flagging consumer confidence, global infla-
tion, the threat of recession elsewhere and geopoliti-

Grand Hypermarket
opens its 33rd
outlet in Hawally

KUWAIT: Grand Hypermarket, Kuwail’s leading
relail chain, inaugurated its 33rd outlel in Hawally,
Kuwait. The new center has been set up in Block 11,
Qutaibaha Bin Muslim Street, opposite Wafa Boys
School, in an area of 11,000 sqft. Jassim Moham-
mad Khameez Al-Sharah, Saad Mohammad, Jamal
Al-Dosari and Grand Hyper Regional Director Ayub
Kacheri opened the new outlet for customers. CEO
Mohammad Suneer, DRO Tahseer Ali, COO Rahil
Basim, Aslam Chelat, other special guests, manage-
ment representatives and well-wishers attended the
inaugural ceremony in a [eslive atmosphere.

The new outlet offers a range of fresh prod-
ucls including fruils, vegelables, meal and seafood
from around the world of the Grand Hypermarket.
The store fealures an in-house bakery and hot food
products prepared with care and hygiene. The store
offers a wide variety of products that cater to the
tastes and needs of expatriates and Kuwaiti nation-
als ranging from groceries, home appliances, elec-
tronics, mobile phones, apparel and footwear.

US Fed likely to hike
again despite signs
of slowing economy

WASHINGTON: The US Federal Reserve is widely ex-
pected to raise its benchmark lending rate for a tenth —
and possibly final — time on Wednesday, as it continues
its fight against high inflation.

The US central bank is likely to take this decision de-
spite growing signs that the American economy is slowing
down, with many economists predicting the US will en-
ter a mild recession later this year. Analysts and traders
expect the Fed to hike interest rates by 25 basis points
and then hold them high in a bid to bring inflation back
towards its long-term target of two percent without spur-
ring a deeper, more painful recession.

“We expect the Fed to hike by 25bp next week and

A dovish Bo]J

The Bank of Japan expectedly kept ultra-low inter-
eslrales on Iriday, as new governor Kazuo Ueda took
a cautious stance in his first ever monetary policy
meeling as governor in his bid to fight his predeces-
sor's massive stimulus program. It has been decided
that the BoJ will maintain the negative interest rate of
-0.1 percent to short-term interest rates, while pur-
chasing a significant amount of Japanese government
bonds, allowing 10-year yields to retmain at O per-
cent. Despite deciding on maintaining the ultra-loose
policy, Ueda kept the door open for future changes,
stating that the BOJ will spend a good one to one and
a half years reviewing the monelary steps taken over
the past 25 years during Japan’s battle with deflation
and low inflation, signaling thal the Bo) might eventu-
ally end its ultra-loose policy.

The question moving forward is how soon the
BoJ will decide to end its ever so famous ultra-loose
policy, especially as the increase in wage growth is
accompanied by slowing global growth. Analysts be-
lieve that the Fed’s expected pause in interest rate
hikes could not have come at a better time as that has

cal tensions with the United States.

The official non-manufacturing PMI, which mea-
sures growth in the services and conslruclion sec-
Lors, fell to 56.4 from 58.2 in March. The March read-
ing was the highest since May 2011, as the country
saw a surge in demand [or travel, enterlainment and
other leisure services unavailable for nearly three
vears during the pandemic. The government has set
a comparalively modest growth largel ol around
five percent this year, a goal Premier Li Qiang has
warned could be hard to achieve.

The Communist Party’s top policy-making
body said in a statement Friday that the econo-
my slill faced headwinds [rom weak demand al
home and the slow pace of reforms.

“China’s economy is mainly in the process of re-
covering, with (internal) driving forces still weak and
demand insulfficient,” the Politburo said, according Lo
areporl by state-run Xinhua News Agency.

“Economic transition and upgrading face new
headwinds, and hardships... are still to be overcome
to promote high-quality development.”

Travel rush

Beijing has promised further state support for
the private sector, which is still reeling from a
regulatory crackdown on the property, technol-
ogy and privale educalion industries. Policymak-
ers are also looking for ways to push up domes-
tic demand, as China’s export and manufacturing
sectors struggle amid tepid global demand. One
bright spot in recent months has been households

massively helped with the BoJ’s 10-year yield having
fallen below its 0.5 percent cap.

Australia’s Inflation eases

For the first quarter of 2023, inflation in Australia
eased [rom ils previous reading of 1.9 percent to 1.4
percent. Annually, CPI declined to 6.3 percent from 6.8
percent previously. After two years of gradual increas-
es, the annual inflation of goods dropped from 9.5 per-
cenl Lo 7.6 percent, aided by the discounted prices of
clothes, appliances and furniture. Meanwhile, the high-
er prices for medical services, rents, travel and restau-
rants, has caused the annual inflation in services to rise
by 6.1 percent, a figure not seen since 2001. Following
the release of the CPI data, markets are still pricing in
no rale hikes, as increasing evidence shows that infla-
tion in Australia could have reached its peak. All eyes
are on the interest rate decisions by the Reserve Bank
of Australia next Tuesday.

Kuwait

Kuwaiti dinar
USD/KWD closed last week at 0.30595.

BEIJING: People walk through a shopping mall on the

second day of the 5-day Labor Day holiday in Beijing
on April 30, 2023. — AFP

spending piled-up savings on travel.

Bookings for air and train tickets and hotel res-
ervations for the five-day Labor Day holiday starl-
ing Saturday all surpassed the levels recorded in the
same period in 2019, before the pandemic hit, ac-
cording to online Chinese travel agency Fliggy.

“China’s service sector continues to grow strong-
ly while the manufacturing seclor shows signs of
weakening,” Zhang Zhiwei, chiel economist al Pin-
point Assel Management, said.

“These mixed signals will likely keep the pres-
sure on the government to continue its supportive
fiscal and monetary policies in the second quar-
ter,” he said. — AFP

KUWAIT: The inauguration of Grand Hypermarket’s 33rd outlet in Hawally.

signal a pause in June, with a weak upward bias for rates
going forward,” Bank of America economists wrote in a
nole Lo clients on Friday. A further rate hike Wednesday
would mark the ed’s Lenth rate hike in a row, bringing the
benchmark to between 5 and 5.25 percent — its highest
level since 2007. More than 80 percent of futures traders
also expect the Fed to raise interest rates by another 25
basis points, according to data from CME Group.

Banking turbulence

The meeting of the rate-setting Federal Open Markets
Commiltee (FOMC) on May 2 and 3 will be held under
very different circumstances than its previous one in
March, which took place amid a short, sharp, banking cri-
sis unleashed by the rapid collapse of Silicon Valley Bank
(SVB) a few days carlier. SVB's swift demise after it took
on excessive interest-rate risk raised concerns of banking
contagion, which were amplified by the collapse of New
York-based Signalure Bank a few days later. Against the
backdrop of ongoing turbulence in the banking sector, the
led held off a larger rate hike on March 22, instead opl-

ing for a quarter-point rise. Concerted efforts by US and
European regulators in the aftermath of SVB’s collapse
helped calm financial markets and appear to have prevent-
ed further high-profile casualties in the banking sector.

“With stress in credit markels easing, Fed officials look
set to push ahead with a 25bp rate hike at the carly-May
meeling,” Oxford Economics’ lead US economist Michacl
Pearce wrote in arecent note to clients. But despite calmer
financial markets, SVB's collapse has nevertheless had a
lasting impact on the banking sector, with banks tighten-
ing lending conditions in the weeks since.

Fed officials have noted that the tighter lending
conditions could act like an additional rate hike, pos-
sibly reducing the number of hikes necessary to bring
inflation back down to two percent. Fed governor
Christopher Waller said in mid-April that “a signifi-
cant lightening of credit conditions could obviate the
need for some additional monetary policy tightening.”
Bul he cautioned against “making such a judgment”
belore good data on the elfect of the financial turmoil
and bank lending was published. — AFP
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Value of world’s sovereign funds
touches $11.6 trillion, says SWFI

KUWAIT: The latest report of the Sovereign Wealth
Fund Institute (SWFI), published on April 12, 2023,
stated that the value of all sovereign funds in the
world scored about $11.6 trillion. The share of the 10
largest funds within it scored about $8.2 trillion, with
about 71 percent of the total for China, including two
funds, with about $1.35 trillion for the first and with
about $1 trillion for the second. They ranked the sec-
ond and the third largest funds; however, they are
owned by the Chinese slale with a lolal amount of
$2.35 trillion. In addition, China also owns the Hong
Kong fund of China, which ranks eighth, with a value
of about $514 billion.

The grand total of the three funds is about $2.87
trillion. The largest Norwegian Government Pension
Fund comes next in size. Its grand total alone makes
it the second after the merger of Chinese funds with
a value of about $1.37 trillion. As we have repeatedly
mentioned, it does not invest in Norway so as nol
to cause inflation in the prices of local assets, and
neither does it finance the public budget except by a
small percentage, and in cases of extreme necessily.

It is a fund for generations. Its information can be
monitored every second, away protected from the
mess of politicians. Singapore comes next with two
funds: the first alone is in sixth place with a value
of about $690 billion, and the second is in seventh
place with a value of about $497 billion the two
funds together provide Singapore, which has the
third largest sovereign savings, with about $1.187
trillion. Norway and Singapore have very developed
and sustainable economies. They finance their public
finances from laxes on economic aclivily.

The sovereign funds of the GCC countries come
next in value. The Abu Dhabi Investment Authority
is the largest among them with about $853 bhillion,
then Kuwail with a value of about $750 billion. Saudi
Arabia comes next with a value of $650 billion which
intends Lo increase its value o $2 trillion by 2030,
and finally Qalar with a value of about $475 billion.

All the countries that own these sovereign funds
have economies thal have either reached a stage of
malurily and achieved suslainability and achieved
with it sustainability of their public finances by fi-
nancing them either from taxes on economic acliv-
ity or are actively seeking to achieve this approach.
All of them seek to develop the size of their funds,
except for Kuwait, which has proposals to distrib-
ute the revenues of its fund. In fact, Kuwait, with the
critical situation of its economy and public finances,
no longer has the option to ensure the sustainability

of its public finance but to preserve and develop the
assel of its sovereign fund and change its function
by allocating part of its revenues to be a source of
financing to extinguish the inevitable fire of its public
finance with the first related drop in oil prices, and to
work later on the suslainability of ils economy.

We know that the new Cabinet formation is a copy
of previous formations, but we believe that the eco-
nomic team within it is aware of the impossibility of
suslaining the economy and public finances. There-
fore, perhaps it will change the function and goals of
the sovereign fund and protect it from tampering as
one of its first priorities. We will provide an example
of other priorities proposed for the economic team
in a paragraph in our current report.

Singapore ‘should
avoid economic
contraction’: PM

SINGAPORE: Singapore is expecled o
post slower economic growth this year but it
“should avoid an outright contraction”, Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong said Sunday. The
Southeast Asian city-state’s economic per-
formance is often seen as a baromelter of the
global environment because ol its reliance on
trade with the rest of the world.

The financial centre also has one of the
busiest ports in the world which serves as
a key link between Asia and the rest of the
world. In his annual May Day message, Lee
said there is hope inflation will let up in the
second half of the year and that retrench-
ment numbers “remain manageable”.

“But our external environment remains
volatile, fraught with serious geopolitical
tensions,” Lee warned, pointing to the risk
ol recession in the West, where interest rates
continue to be hiked to tame inflation. “The
multilateral trading system is being progres-
sively undermined by growing nationalist
and protectionist sentiments, affecting in-
ternational trade and cooperation.”

Singapore’s economy expanded 3.6 per-
cent in 2022, slowing from the 8.9 percent
growth in 2021.

The Monetary Authority of Singapore
has said the financial hub’s GDP is expected
to grow between 0.5 percent and 2.5 per-
cenl this year. The cily-state will have to
adapt to the economic disruption of emerg-
ing industries and technologies, Lee added.
“Singapore’s survival depends on us staying
open and doing business with the world,” he
said. “This means contlinually transforming
our industries, enhancing exisling capabili-
ties and building new ones as we move into
growth markets.” — AFP
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Market M. Cap (KD ml) Last Close WTD % MTD % YTD %
Premier Market 34,238 7,939.94 0.1% 1.5% -2.2%
Main Market 9,166 5,606.14 0.3% 1.9% 0.2%
All Share 43,404 7,162.54 0.1% 1.6% -1.8%
Sector M. Cap (KD ml) Last Close WTD % MTD % YTD %
Banking 26,359 1,762.27 0.0% 0.5% -1.8%
Basic Materials 504 892.56 1.2% 4.1% 3.2%
Consumer Discretionary 978 1,465.78 2.1% 0.3% -1.4%
Consumer Staples 140 460.72 2.3% 3.5% -4.0%
Energy 209 998.70 -1.8% 0.1% -12.3%
Financial Services 4,397 1,229.70 -0.4% 2.8% -2.2%
Health Care 229 462.45 0.0% 1.5% 0.1%
Industrials 3,479 1,003.51 0.7% 1.7% -7.0%
Insurance 864 2,110.47 -1.8% 10.5% 36.1%
Real Estate 2,412 1,142.08 0.9% 5.7% -5.5%
Technology 8 582.00 -1.8% -8.5% -16.4%
Telecommunications 3,632 1,184.12 0.5% 4.6% 0.2%
Utilities 193 460.53 0.6% -1.1% -6.9%
Top Gainers
Stock last Close Change % Volume Value Trades
MUNSHAAT 68 19.30% 626,589 37,098 27
IFAHR 23.1 15.50% 2,722,339 59,948 162
IFA 92 14.00% 11,460,486 998,304 386
ENERGYH 73 12.31% 143,639 10,540 54
ALAQARIA 32.8 11.95% 12,698 394 8
Top Volume
Stock Last Change % Volume Value Trades
JIYAD 21.1 4.98% 23,380,944 496,893 600
KFH 744 -0.13% 21,984,538 16,396,970 2,801
KRE 115 2.68% 16,979,582 1,942,587 445
GFH 77.2 -1.53% 16,846,257 1,298,502 566
KPROJ 130 -2.26% 16,194,232 2,145,923 352
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VALUE TRADED

All Share Price Index YTD

166,402,267
114,801,186
281,203,453

Quantity Traded

56,232,267
938,408
30,459,711
909,888
344,421
119,058,862
0
14,843,782
562,449
47,215,678
860
9,265,435
1,371,692

Stock
EQUIPMENT
MARAKEZ
UPAC
TAAMEER
ALDEERA

Stock
KFH
NBK

ZAIN
BOUBYAN
GBK

57,442,747
10,093,503
67,536,251

32,503,340
588,949
3,126,899
340,694
29,279
13,243,823
0
6,879,870
761,611
4,576,538
69
5,246,767
238,411

last Close
36.9
52.2
184
14.7
145

Last
744
1,003
569
674
281

Value Traded

No. of Trades P/B % of Total M. Cap
14,295 17.2 1.2 78.9%
5,935 14.2 0.7 21.1%
20,230 14.6 0.8 100%
No. of Trades P/E P/B % of Total M. Cap
6,734 21.7 1.3 60.73%
230 8.3 1.6 1.16%
1,708 13.8 0.9 2.25%
77 NM 0.9 0.32%
106 10.7 0.7 0.48%
5,113 17.0 0.7 10.13%
0 12.0 1.1 0.53%
2,432 15.4 0.8 8.02%
71 10.4 0.8 1.99%
2,019 14.2 0.5 5.56%
2 NM 0.7 0.02%
1,615 12.6 2.0 8.37%
123 13.3 1.6 0.44%
Top Losers
Change % Volume Value Trades
-9.34% 27,309 1,026 9
-8.26% 55,471 2,874 /
-7.07% 31,028 5,794 13
-6.96% 708,271 10,262
-6.45% 78,224 11,313 67
Top Value
Change % Volume Value Trades
-0.13% 21,984,538 16,396,970 2,801
0.80% 6,491,894 6,498,448 - 1,301
0.71% 8,540,056 4,818,156 1,376
-2.46% 5,771,707 3,936,486 y 1,055
-0.35% 10,008,476 2,814,116 599
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Market Summary:

e Premier market volume and value
dropped by 9% and 14%, while Main
Market increased by 48% and 15%,
respectively.

e Premier and Main indexes are tr
above support levels which shows s
and stability. We're yet to ha
volume.

¢ Technically, the All Shar
7162, with support |
and 7041, and resi
Premier index closed
levels at 7864, 78
resistance at 7977. Th
at 5606, with support leve
and 5550, while resistance a
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A dancer takes part in a rehearsal for ‘Black Sabbath - the Ballet’ at the

Birmingham Hippodrome in Birmingham.

are getting to grips with new, heavy metal-inspired

ballet steps. Moving gracefully in unison, the team
pirouettes with air guitar, leaps with head banging.

Welcome to “Black Sabbath — The Ballet”, the
brainchild of Cuban dance superstar Carlos Acosta,

In a rehearsal studio in central England, dancers

Black Sabbath guitarist Tony lommi

artistic director of the Birmingham Royal Ballet.

Determined to celebrate the cultural treasures of
the UK’s second city since his arrival in 2020, Acosta
took his idea to Black Sabbath co-founder and gui-
tarist Tony lommi, who gave it his blessing along with
the group’s original vocalist Ozzy Osbourne.

“I was fascinated with the idea. | thought ‘How are
they going to do that’,” lommi, 75, told AFP Thursday
in Birmingham.

“l just couldn’t imagine how they’d do ballet to
Black Sabbath and then | thought well maybe they’re
going to use the... softer tracks, but no they went for
‘Black Sabbath’, ‘War Pigs’, ‘Iron Man’,” he said.

“l think | was just really intrigued.”

The full-length, three-act ballet opens in Bir-

US teen saves the day
as school bus driver faints

by managing to safely stop a school bus
carrying dozens of kids when the driver
lost consciousness.

The drama unfolded Wednesday in the north-
ern state of Michigan, when a teenager named
Dillon Reeves got up and grabbed the steering
when he saw the driver had fainted, and brought
the vehicle to a halt in the middle of the road
using the hand brake, school district superinten-
dent Robert Livernois said.

The bus was carrying nearly 70 students from
Lois E. Carter Middle School in the town of War-
ren when the driver lost consciousness, as seen
in a video released by the authorities.

Children are heard screaming as Reeves
takes control of the bus and yells out for some-
one to call the 911 emergency rescue service

A13-year-old American boy became a hero

mingham, the pioneering
group’s home city, in
September before go-
ing on tour. Rehearsals
have just begun.

Bat incident

According to
writer Richard
Thomas, the ballet
is the “rags-to-riches story” of four young men who
went from the “factory floor to one of the most suc-
cessful bands in rock history”, although he stressed
it would not be a documentary set to music and
dance. The legendary group’s original line-up was
Osbourne, lommi, bassist Geezer Butler and drum-
mer Bill Ward.

They were instrumental in creating heavy metal
in the early 1970s with dark and high-volume guitars
coupled with a keen interest in the occult.

“It’s very simple. It’s like Black Sabbath meets the
Birmingham Royal Ballet,” Thomas said.

There would, however, be use of archive inter-
views and also some famous Black Sabbath stories
such as how lommi lost the tips of two fingers in an
industrial accident on his last day working at a sheet
metal factory.

Also making an appearance will be the tale of
the “Stonehenge” set that had to be dumped af-
ter a measurements mix-up meant it was so big it
wouldn’t fit into auditoriums.

And he said there might “possibly be a brief men-
tion of the bat incident”, in which Osbourne thought a
fan had thrown a rubber bat onstage only to discover
— after he took a bite — that it was real. For Acosta,
39, there had been an immediate rapport with lommi
after he first approached him with the project.”l didn’t
know the man (or) how we were going to hit it off, but

number. “The City of Warren is very proud
of our 7th Grade Hero Dillon Reeves,” War-
ren city councilor Jonathan Lafferty wrote on
Facebook. “This young man jumped into ac-
tion when his school bus driver experienced
a medical emergency, bringing the bus to a
stop and avoiding what could have been a
very tragic accident,” he wrote. — AFP

Dancers take part in a rehearsal for ‘Black Sabbath - the Ballet’ at the Birmingham

Hippodrome in Birmingham, central England. — AFP photos

Black Sabbath guitarist Tony lommi (second right)

Black Sabbath guitarist Tony lommi (second right) and
composer and musical director Chris Austin (right) watch

dancers taking part in a rehearsal for ‘Black Sabbath -

the Ballet’ at the Birmingham.

obviously we both come from the
same background in terms of
working-class and poor fam-
ilies... and the chem-
istry was instant,” he
said. The former
star dancer said
he came to the
music of Black Sab-
bath late due to grow-
ing up in Cuba.

‘Stratospheric’

“I grew up in the
1980s, | wanted to
be Michael Jackson.
| didn’t know anything
about Black Sabbath,”
he said, adding that
he only discovered the
group through a friend in
the late 1990s.

“This was the music of those who are marginal-
ized so | found it very interesting.” Musically, com-
poser Chris Austin said it had been difficult to know
where to start as the Black Sabbath back catalogue
was so huge.

But he said once they narrowed it down it had
been easy to be inspired by the music’s “glorious
irregularity” and “enormous shifts of tempo”, com-
bined with Osbourne’s early “stratospheric” vocals.

Bond actress Eva
Green wins UK court
case over film fee

ames Bond star Eva Green on Friday won
Ja court case in the UK over her $1 million

(£810,000) acting fee for the never-made sci-
ence fiction film “A Patriot”.

The French actress had sued UK-based produc-
tion company White Lantern Film at the High Court in
London for the fee but the firm countersued, saying
she derailed the £4-million project by making “un-
reasonable demands”. Judge Michael Green ruled
the 42-year-old actress was entitled to the sum and
dismissed the counter-claim.

“In particular, | find that Ms Green did not re-
nounce her obligations under the artist agreement;
nor did she commit any repudiatory breaches of it,”
the judge said.

Green, famous for her role as Vesper Lynd in
2006 Bond film “Casino Royale”, was due to play a
soldier. She signed up to the project in 2018, but be-
came increasingly uneasy as funding issues meant
that UK producer Jake Seal began to assume more
control. The star attended a trial in January, where
messages between her and production staff were
read out.

Dancers take part in a rehearsal for ‘Black Sabbath - the

Ballet’ at the Birmingham Hippodrome in Birmingham.

The show will be a treat for fans after the group,
including three of the original members, ended their
last-ever tour with a final concert in Birmingham in
2017. lommi said he was as interested as everyone
else to discover how the ballet would turn out, but
that he had been confident in Acosta and his team
from the start.

“I know from our fans that there is a lot of excite-
ment to come to the show,” he said, adding that he
expected people would be particularly keen to join
in. “l think it will be great.” — AFP

At one point, she
blamed her “French-
ness” for calling a film
director “weak and stu-
pid”. Green said in a
statement on Friday that
her “professional repu-
tation has been upheld.”

“l fought tooth and
nail to defend the beau-
tiful film that | loved
and had signed on for.
| stood my ground, and
this time, justice pre-
vailed,” she said.

“l wish | could say
that this ordeal has
made me stronger, better, wiser. But to have my per-
sonal life dragged through the press and the court
was more painful and damaging than | can say.”

Max Mallin, lawyer for White Lantern, argued
during the trial that Green had shown a “categorical
and unequivocal refusal to perform” and repeatedly
made “unreasonable demands”. Green told the court
that “I don’t care about the money. | live to make
good films. It's my religion.” The actress was also
angry that production was shifting from Ireland to
Black Hangar studios in southern England. — AFP

Eva Green
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Cleopatra was light-skinned, Egypt tells Netflix

Obama to spotlight
US workers in Netflix
documentary

arack Obama will be back in the public view
Bnext month in a Netflix-produced documen-

tary series in which the former US president
explores the role of work in American lives.

“'m excited to share the trailer for ‘Working,”
Obama tweeted.

“In this series, | talk to American workers across
various industries — from hospitality and technol-
ogy to home care — to understand their jobs and
hopes for the future,” he added.

In the series entitled “Working: What We Do
All Day,” Obama takes on hot topics such as the
appeal of certain jobs, repercussions of the de-
velopment of artificial intelligence and even the

Thursday that Cleopatra had “white

skin and Hellenistic characteristics” in
an ongoing row over a Netflix drama-docu-
mentary depicting the famed beauty of an-
tiquity as black.

“Queen Cleopatra”, produced by Jada
Pinkett Smith and starring Adele James,
is due for release on the streaming plat-
form on May 10.

“As Egypt’s last pharaoh, Cleopatra fights
to protect her throne, family and legacy in
this docudrama featuring reenactments and
expert interviews,” the Netflix site says in
promoting its upcoming production. But even
before its release, “Queen Cleopatra” has al-
ready caused a storm of controversy in the
North African nation.

An online petition accusing the produc-
tion of rewriting history has already garnered

Egypt’s antiquities ministry insisted on

And in a country where calls for Netflix
to be banned for content deemed offen-
sive to Egypt or “its family values”, MP
Saboura al-Sayyed has again urged par-
liament to ban the platform.

On Thursday, the antiquities minis-
try weighed into the dispute, publishing a
lengthy statement that included statements
from experts it said all agree: Cleopatra had
“white skin and Hellenistic characteristics”.

“Bas reliefs and statues of Queen Cleop-
atra are the best proof,” the statement said,
embellishing its text with illustrations show-
ing Cleopatra with European traits.

For Mostafa Waziri, head of the Supreme
Antiquities Council, depicting the famous
queen as black is nothing less than “a falsifi-
cation of Egyptian history”.

He insists there is nothing racist in this
view, which is motivated by “defending the

more than 40,000 signatures.

quest for finding meaning at work.

The trailer for the documentary was released
Thursday.

His approach was inspired by the book “Work-
ing” by Studs Terkel (1912-2008), an influential
figure of the American left.

Obama, who left office in 2017, employs his
famous speaking voice to narrate the series,
which will “explore ways to find meaning at
work, and to create a bond through the expe-
riences and the difficulties,” the US streaming
giant said on its site.

The series was produced by Concordia Stu-
dio and Higher Ground, a production company
founded by Obama and Michelle Obama, in 2018,
which bought distribution rights to the Oscar-win-
ning 2019 documentary “American Factory,”
which also looked at the culture of work within the
United States.

The documentary series will be broadcast from
May 17 on Netflix. — AFP

US film director Martin Scorsese speaks on stage promoting “Killers of the Flower Moon” during Par-

amount Pictures’ presentation at CinemaCon 2023, the official convention of the National Association
of Theatre Owners (NATO), at The Colosseum at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas, Nevada. — AFP photos

his film “Killers of the Flower Moon” Thursday

at CinemaCon, where his lead actor Leonar-
do DiCaprio and pop superstar Rihanna were among
the surprise guests.

Dark Western “Killers” is Scorsese’s sixth mov-
ie with DiCaprio, and his tenth with Robert De
Niro — but the first time the legendary director
has ever brought his go-to A-listers together. A
true story of greed, love and murder set in the 1920s,
when members of the newly oil-rich Osage Nation
in Oklahoma began dying and disappearing in mys-
terious circumstances, the twisty crime drama hits
theaters in October.

Footage played at the movie industry summit in
Las Vegas showed DiCaprio’s Ernest Burkhart in a
romantic relationship with a Native American woman
(Lily Gladstone) while seemingly caught in the mid-
dle of brutal conflict between the Osage and encir-
cling oil-hungry white capitalists.

Sacred Scottish
stone taken to
London for
coronation

he Stone of Destiny, a sacred slab

I of sandstone that became a sym-

bol of Scottish nationhood, has left

Edinburgh Castle for London, where it

will play a key role in King Charles IlI's
coronation.

It has not been taken out of Scotland
since 1996 when it was officially returned
following a 700-year absence.

The 152-kilogram (335-pound) stone,
seized from the Scots by the king of En-
gland Edward | in 1296, is being taken

M artin Scorsese unveiled the first footage from

De Niro plays William Hale, who is
seen conspiring with Burkhart, while
Jesse Plemons appears as lawman
Tom White, sent from the newly
formed Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion (FBI) to investigate the murders.

Originally, DiCaprio was set to
play White, but after spending time
with the Osage, he and Scorsese decided to make a
“big change” to the script, and center the movie less
on the FBI and instead on Burkhart.

Scorsese said they were interested in exploring
how “some of these people could have done what
they did” to the Osage, and how they could rational-
ize violence — even against those they loved — by
simply claiming: “It’s civilization. One group comes
in, and another goes out.”

DiCaprio, hosting a Q&A with Scorsese, de-
scribed the movie’s events as a “forgotten part of
our past.”

The Duke of Buccleuch Richard Scott (center), flanked by two members of The
Royal Company of Archers, stands by the Stone of Destiny during a special cer-
emony at Edinburgh Castle before it is transported to Westminster Abbey for the
Coronation of Britain’s King Charles lll. — AFP photos

Rihanna waves
onstage as she pro-

motes the upcoming
film “The Smurfs
Movie”.

history of Queen Cleopatra, an important
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part of the history of Egypt in antiquity
mentators in Egypt often decry ca
among mostly African-American
claiming the origins of Egyptian civili

Cleopatra belonged to the Mac
Lagides dynasty descended from
one of Alexander the Great’s gener:
founded the Ptolemaic dynasty on th
of the Nile.

While legend hails the queen
around 69 BC as a great beauty, her
ance and the color of her skin are
open to interpretation. A BBC docu
in 2009 claimed that Cleopatra had
blood, an assertion that passed with
dent. — AFP

Former US President Barack Obama (center left) and his wife Michelle (center right) walk in a street of Barcelona. — AFP

The film was shot at the true, real-life locations
where grisly events took place, and Scorsese said
the script was reworked until the
last day of shooting, as he spent
time with the Osage people and
was anxious to “do right by them.”
“It was about immersing our-
selves in that world,” said the
New Yorker, despite the “110-de-
gree heat” and the unsettling
presence on the surrounding prai-

ries of coyotes and wild horses.
The film is adapted from David
Grann’s acclaimed 2017 non-fiction
book of the same name, and will pre-
miere at next month’s Cannes film fes-

tival.

“Killers” will be Apple’s highest pro-
file big-screen release yet, as the tech
giant launches the film in theaters — a
splashy launch that it hopes can con-
sequently drum up interest in its Apple
TV+ streaming platform.

“I'm really thrilled to have a wide
theatrical release before it becomes
available at home,” said Scorsese, jok-
ing that small-screen viewing is only
“ok” by comparison.

Apple bought the film from Holly-
wood studio Paramount after the cost
of the lavish, nearly three-and-a-half-
hour production began to spiral to a
reported $200 million, and the two
companies struck a deal to distribute

the film to theaters.

Rihanna

Scorsese, director of “Taxi Driver,” “Raging Bull”
and “Goodfellas,” was awarded CinemaCon’s inau-
gural “Legend of Cinema” award.

DiCaprio said Scorsese’s work “will be revered
for centuries and generations to come,” and that the
80-year-old director continues to “create vital cine-
matic experiences that are at the very pinnacle of
artistic ambition and achievement.”

Scorsese used the occasion to call on owners of
multiplexes to play “truly independent films” along-
side more mainstream fare.

Earlier Thursday, Paramount presented footage

The Stone of Destiny lies in Edin-
burgh Castle during a special cer-
emony before being transported to
Westminster Abbey for the Corona-
tion of Britain’s King Charles Il

US film director Martin Scorsese (left), recipient of
the Legend of Cinema Award, and US actor Leonar-
do DiCaprio arrive for the Big Screen Achievement
Awards during CinemaCon 2023 at Caesars Palace
in Las Vegas, Nevada.

from other upcoming films, including “Mission: Im-
possible — Dead Reckoning Part One” and “Trans-
formers: Rise of the Beasts.”

Star Dominique Fishback told AFP the presence
of more “Black and brown people” and voices in
“Transformers” would open up the seven-movie, bil-
lions-grossing franchise to “more and more hearts
and households.”

“It almost feels like we’re starting the franchise
over,” said co-star Anthony Ramos.

The presentation featured a surprise appearance
from pop superstar Rihanna, who joked that her
newly announced role in “The Smurf Movie” would
earn her “cool points” with her children.

The Barbados-born artist will voice the role of
Smurfette, as well as write and sing original music
and produce the film, out February 2025.

“l tried to get the Papa Smurf part but it didn’t
work out,” she joked on stage at Caesars Palace.

Animation means “I get to show up in my pajamas
in my third trimester and play a little boo badass,”
said Rihanna, who is pregnant with her second child.

“I hope this gives me a little bit of cool points with
my kids one day. I'm just hoping.” — AFP

The Stone of Destiny is carried out of the Great Hall
in Edinburgh Castle during a special ceremony be-
fore it is transported to Westminster Abbey for the
Coronation of Britain’s King Charles IIl.

to Westminster Abbey in London for the
May 6 ceremony.

Officials at Edinburgh Castle, where
it is kept with the Scottish crown jewels,
held a special ceremony to bid temporary
farewell to the legendary stone that left
for London late Thursday.

The Stone of Scone, as it is also
known, was transported south from Ed-
inburgh under tight security and will be
placed beneath the Coronation Chair at
the abbey for Charles’s enthronement.

Legend has it that the stone was
brought from the Holy Land through
Egypt, Sicily and Spain to Ireland before
being placed in a monastery in Scone in
Scotland in the 9th century.

It was then used for centuries in the
inauguration of Scottish kings.

But David Breeze, a professor of histo-
ry and archaeology from the University of
Edinburgh, said it is highly likely that the
stone originates from the ancient Pictish
kingdom of Scotland.

“The origin of the stone has long been
shrouded in myth,” he told Times Radio.

“The connection with the Middle East
is strong and in the Middle Ages the idea
that the stone had been Jacob’s pillow
was used to justify territorial aggrandise-
ment.”

‘Tremendous privilege’
Edward ordered the stone to be built
into the Coronation Chair in London in
1296. “Edward was making a statement

about the status of Scotland,” said Ewen
Cameron, a professor of Scottish history
at the University of Edinburgh.

“One chronicler stated that its removal
to London was ‘in recognition of a king-
dom surrendered and conquered’.”

The stone remained in Westminster
Abbey for most of the next 650 years,
until Christmas Eve 1950 when a group
of Scottish students took part in an auda-
cious raid to retrieve it.

A manhunt was launched, with check-

points set up at the Scottish border, but
the students succeeded in smuggling
the stone into Scotland. The students
later recounted that they had to secret-
ly employ a stonemason to repair the
335-pound stone after they dropped it
and broke it into two as they carried it
to their car. The stone was later found
on the site of the High Altar at Arbroath
Abbey where, in 1320, Scottish nation-
hood was declared under the leadership
Robert the Bruce. — AFP
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Zaman hits 3rd successive ton
as Pakistan beat New Zealand

Pakistan grab 2-0 lead in five-malch series

News in Brief

Al Dawsari scores, sees red

DUBAI: Salem Al Dawsari went from hero to
villain as he scored an opener for Al Hilal but
then saw red in the final minutes for kicking Ken
Iwao, as the reigning champions drew 1-1 with
Urawa Red Diamonds in the AFC Champions
League final first leg in Riyadh on Saturday. Al
Dawsari’s opening-half strike was cancelled by
a 53rd-minute equalizer from Shinzo Koroki in
whal was an eventful affair at King Fahd Inter-
national stadium. No stranger to delivering on
big occasions, Al Dawsari had scored for Al Hi-
lal in the semi-finals and final of the AFC Cham-
pions League last season, netted the winner
for Saudi Arabia against Argentina at the 2022
World Cup last winter, and converted two pen-
alties in the FIFA Club World Cup semi-finals
against Flamengo in February to send his side
into the final for the very first time. — AFP

|
Glasgow see off Scarlets

LONDON: Glasgow reached their first Euro-
pean final with a 35-17 Challenge Cup success
away to Scarlets in Llanelli on Saturday. The
Scottish club will now face either French side
Toulon or Italy’s Benelton in the final of the sec-
ond-tier tournament at Dublin’s Aviva Stadium
on May 19. Glasgow centre Stafford McDowall
scored two tries, with scrum-half George Horne,
flanker Rory Darge and replacement hooker
Johnny Matthews also crossing Scarlets’ line.
Horne also kicked five conversions for a 15-point
haul as Glasgow came from behind to win after
going down 17-14 early in the second hall. Steff
Evans scored Scarlets lone try, with {ly-half Sam
Costelow landing four penalties. — AFP

|
Wigan sink, relegated

LONDON: Wigan were relegated from the
Championship after a 1-1 draw at Reading on
Saturday, while the race Lo reach the second lier
play-offs is set to go down to the wire. Wigan
defender Charlie Hughes headed home from
close-range nine minutes {rom full-time Lo give
the bottom of the table Latics hope of stay-
ing up. But third bottom Reading equalized in
stoppage-time through Yakou Meite to confirm
Wigan’s relegation. Wigan, FA Cup winners in
2013, had been making a late bid to avoid rele-
galion after bealing Stoke and Millwall in their
previous games. But they slipped into League
One alter failing Lo secure another viclory al
the SCL Stadium. Reading, without a win in 12
games, are level on points with fourth bottom
Huddersfield, who have three games to play
compared to only one for the Royals. — AFP

|
Binder win MotoGP sprint

JEREZ DE LA FRONTERA: South African
Brad Binder won the sprint at the Spanish Grand
Prix on Saturday edging reigning world cham-
pion Francesco Bagnaia. KTM’s Binder finished
0.48sec ahead of Bagnaia on a Ducali as the Ital-
ian cut compatriot Marco Bezzecchi'’s lead in this
year’s standings after the Mooney-Ducali rider
collected just one point for eighth. After dominat-
ing practice and qualifying for two days Spaniard
Aleix Espargaro crashed his Aprilia on the sixth
lap. Binder and Bagnaia had finished outside the
top 10 in practice and been forced to ride in the
opening qualifying earlier in the day where they
grabbed the last two spots in the shootout for the
first four rows on the grid. — AFP

|
Knight seizes lead at LPGA

LOS ANGELES: Cheyenne Knight curled in a
15-foot eagle putt on the way to a four-under
par 67, grabbing a two-stroke lead after Sat-
urday’s third round of the LPGA’s LA Champi-
onship. The 26-year-old American fired one of
only two bogey-[ree third rounds at Wilshire
Country Club to stand on nine-under 204 after
54 holes. Australian Hannah Green birdied five of
the last six holes Lo shool 69 and grab a share of
second on 206 with South Korea’s Ryu Hae-ran,
who carded a 67. Scotland’s Gemma Dryburgh
was fourth on 207 after a 66, one stroke ahead
ol China’s Lin Xiyu and India’s Aditi Ashok, the
36-hole leader. Knight opened with eight pars
before closing the front nine with a birdie, then
grabbed the lead with her sensational eagle at
the par-5 13th and sank a 10-foot birdie putt at
the 17th to stretch her lead. — AFP

|
Rahm charges into contention

MEXICO CITY: Top-ranked Masters cham-
pion Jon Rahm charged into contention with
a spectacular 10-under par 61 on Saturday to
lie two strokes behind leader Tony Finau at the
US PGA Tour Mexico Open. Spain’s Rahm, the
defending champion, matched his career-best
PGA round score, barely putting a foot wrong
in a round that featured 10 birdies without a
bogey for a course record at Vidanta Vallar-
ta. “Today, everything just seemed perfect,”
Rahm said. “Made a lot of greal swings and
the ones that weren't great, still gave myself a
good result.” — AFP

RAWALPINDI:  Fakhar  Zaman
smashed a third consecutive century
lo guide Pakistan lo a seven-wick-
et victory over New Zealand in the
second one-day inlernational on Sal-
urday. The 33-year-old left-handed
opener hil an undefeated 180 off 144
balls for his tenth ODI hundred. It fol-
lowed his 117 in the first match and 101
against the same opponents in January
as Pakistan chased a stiff 337-run lar-
get in 48.2 overs.

The win gives Pakistan a 2-0 lead
in the five-malch series with the last
three maltches in KKarachi on May 3,
5 and 7. Along with Zaman, skipper
Babar Azam hit a brisk 66-ball 65 and
Mohammad Rizwan a 41-ball 54 not
out as Pakistan achieved their second
highest successlul ODI chase behind
349 against Auslralia in Lahore last
year. New Zealand were guided to
336-5 by a second successive hundred
for Daryl Mitchell, who made 129, Tom
Latham’s 98 and 51 by Chad Bowes.

Zaman is the 12th batsman lo score
three or more hundreds in consecutive
ODIs with Sri Lankan Kumar Sanga-
kkara the only man to hit four on the
trot. Azam has achieved the feat twice.
When on 98, Zaman joined West Indi-
an Shai Hope as the second fastest to
3,000 ODI runs in 67 innings. South
African Hashim Amla is the fastest to
the milestone in 57.

Once Imam-ul-Haq fell for 24 with

the team’s lolal al 66, Zaman and Azam
added 135 for the second wickel and
even the fall of Azam and Abdullah
Shafique (seven) did not derail Paki-
stan’s chase. Azam hil (ive boundaries
and a six in his 25th ODI fifty. “It was
my lucky day to score again against
New Zealand as I gol chances,” said
Zaman. “I try to take my time at the
start and then with five players in the
circle it becomes easier to score.” Vis-
iting skipper Latham described Zaman
as “outstanding”. “We were very hap-
py at the halfway mark,” said Latham.
“Fakhar played an outstanding knock.
They were able to build partnerships
and that was a big tlick in the balting
department.”

Mitchell in the runs

Zaman, who smoked six sixes and
17 fours, completed the chase with
Rizwan in an unbroken fourth wicket
stand of 119. New Zealand rued drop-
ping Zaman on 55 when Mark Chap-
man grassed a catch off James Neesh-
am. Earlier, Mitchell improved on his
113 in the first ODI on Thursday with
a 119-ball knock after New Zealand
were sent in to bat.

Mitchell smashed three sixes and
eight boundaries and consolidated the
innings through a third-wicket stand
of 183 with skipper Latham, as the
pair took full advantage of a flat pitch.
Mitchell was finally caught brilliantly by

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan’s Fakhar Zaman plays a shot during the second one-
day international (ODI) cricket match between Pakistan and New Zealand at the

Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium in Rawalpindi. — AFP

Mohammad Nawaz off pacer Naseem
Shah in the 46th over, while Latham
was caught behind off Haris Rauf an
over later. It was Naseem who gave
Mitchell an extra life four short of his
hundred when he dropped a simple
catch off spinner Usama Mir at mid-on.

That allowed Mitchell to complete
his hundred off 102 balls - the third
ol his ODI career. Latham hil eight
boundaries and a six off 85 balls. Bow-

es and Will Young gave New Zealand
a 33-run start before pacer Raul had
Young caught behind for 19 in the sixth
over. Bowes, who hit seven boundaries
in his maiden ODI half century, stead-
ied the innings with Mitchell as the pair
added 86 for the second wicket. It was
Rauf again who broke the stand when
he trapped Bowes leg before wicket
in the 19th over. Rauf was the pick of
bowlers with 4-78. — AFP

Hyderabad down
Delhi in IPL despite
Marsh’s show

NEW DELHI: Sunrisers Hyderabad overcame a
sparkling all-round performance by Mitchell Marsh
to down Delhi Capitals by nine runs in the Indian
Premier League on Saturday. South Alfrica’s Heinrich
Klaasen hil an unbealen 53 Lo steer Hyderabad Lo
197-6, a total their bowlers defended by restricting
Delhi to 188-6 at the Feroz Shah Kotla ground.

Marsh returned bowling figures of 4-27 including a
maiden over and then hit a 39-ball 63 but the effort was
not enough for bottom-placed Delhi, who fell to their
sixth loss in eight matches. “Took me a few games Lo
gel going, but a disappointing loss,” said Marsh, who
became the third player to be named man of the match
from the losing side this season. “We've been on the
wrong end of a few (close matches) but we do feel there
is a long way Lo go in this lournamenl.”

Former champions Hyderabad, who won their only
title in 2016 under current Delhi skipper David War-
ner, bounced back from their three losses to move up
one spot to eighth. Warner fell for a two-ball duck
but Delhi’s chase looked good during a 112-run sec-
ond-wicket partnership between Phil Salt, who made

Nuggets thrash Suns
in semi-final opener

LOS ANGELES: The Denver Nuggets, [ueled by 34
points from Jamal Murray, dominated Kevin Durant
and the Phoenix Suns 125-107 Saturday in game one
of their NBA Western Conference semi-final series.
Denver’s two-time reigning NBA Most Valuable
Player Nikola Jokic scored 24 points and grabbed
19 rebounds as six Nuggets players scored in dou-
ble-digits to give the top seeds a convincing victory
against the potentially explosive Suns.

Jokic had gone so far as to say the Suns could
be considered favorites in the series, and Phoe-
nix looked dangerous as they connecled on 66.7
percent of their shots from the field in a nip-and-
tuck first quarter that [eatured 14 lead changes.
But they led by just one heading into the second
period, and the Nuggets inexorably took control
to lead 68-51 at halftime.

The Nuggets responded to every run the Suns
produced and Phoenix — led by 29 points from two-
time NBA champion Durant and with 27 from Devin
Booker — didn't get the deficit below 10 points in the
second half. With five minutes remaining, Phoenix
waved the white flag and pulled their stars. Deandre
Avyton scored 14 points and Chris Paul had 11 for the
Suns, but Denver had 16 three-pointers to Phoenix’s
seven and scored 18 points off 16 Suns turnovers.

Denver oul-rebounded Phoenix 49-38. Murray

England win Women’s
Six Nations Grand Slam

LONDON: England proved just too strong for
Irance as they won 38-33 to complete a Women's
Six Nations Grand Slam in front of a world record
crowd al Twickenham on Saturday. The largest al-
lendance for a sland-alone women’s inlernational,
topping the 42,579 crowd for England’s World Cup
final loss to New Zealand in Auckland in November,
witnessed a dominant first-half display by England,
who led 33-0 al half-time. There seemed no way
back for France, also bidding for a Grand Slam, after
they had conceded five tries and been reduced Lo 13
players by two yellow cards.

But in a classic ‘game of two halves’ France won
the second period 33-5, with Lark Davies’ try the

59, and Marsh. Hyderabad hit back with three wick-
ets in three overs through their spinners and once
Salt and Marsh departed the chase lost track.

Rising Indian leg-spinner Mayank Markande
stood oul with figures of 2-20 including gelling
Salt, a wicketkeeper-batsman from England, caught
and bowled. Batsmen set up victory after left-hand
opener Abhishek Sharma smashed 67 off 36 balls af-
ter Hyderabad skipper Aiden Markram won the toss
and elected to bat first. Hyderabad seemed to slip
after they lost a [ew wickels but Klaasen, who struck
his first IPL half-century, put on a couple of partner-
ships including a sixth-wicket stand of 53 with Abdul
Samad to boost the total.

Gujarat on top

In the first match of the day, a fine partnership
between Vijay Shankar and David Miller sleered
holders Gujarat Titans to the top of the table with a
seven-wicket win over Kolkata Knight Riders. Chas-
ing 180 for viclory, Gujaral were in trouble at 93-3
when Shankar (51) and the left-handed Miller (32)
combined to achieve victory with 13 balls to spare at
Kolkata’s Eden Gardens.

Bowlers Mohammed Shami (3-33), Josh Little (2-
25) and Noor Ahmad (2-21) set up victory after they
kept down Kolkata to 179-7 despite a sparkling 81
by Rahmanullah Gurbaz in a match which started 45
minules late due Lo rain and wel oulfield. “They gol
us back into the game and kept us in the hunt,” skip-

NEW DELHI: Delhi Capitals’ David Warner fields the
ball during the Indian Premier League (IPL) Twen-

ty20 cricket match between Delhi Capitals and Sun-
risers Hyderabad on April 29, 2023. — AFP

per Hardik Pandya said of man of the match, and Ire-
land fast bowler, Little and Ahmad, a left-arm wrist
spinner from Afghanistan. “Because the way Gurbaz
batted, after a long time I saw the bowling team was
bowling good balls, but he was playing with such
conviclion and clarily of thought. I would have laken
180 on that pitch.” — AFP

DENVER: Kevin Durant #35 of the Phoenix Suns drives against Kentavious Caldwell-Pope #5 and Michael Porter

Jr #1 of the Denver Nuggets in the third quarter at Ball Arena on April 29, 2023. — AFP

drained back-to-back three-pointers to launch a
14-0 fourth quarter run that carried the Nuggets to
a 120-95 lead. “Jusl some big, big shols when they
were Lrying to go on runs — Jamal seemed Lo stop
it almost every time,” Nuggets coach Mike Malone
said. It was more than a glimpse of the impressive
form Murray flashed in the 2020 playoffs, when the
Nuggets reached the Western Conference finals in
the Covid-protective bubble.

hosts’ lone score of the half. The clock, however, was
always againsl France as England clinched a fifth
successive Women’s Six Nalions litle in coach Simon
Middleton’s last game in charge after eight years at
the helm. “I am super proud, the whole squad in this
Six Nalions has gol us Lo where we are loday and il
is amazing,” England captain Marlie Packer told the
BBC. *We knew they (France) would be tough, they
played to the 80th minute and kept asking questions
of us so credit to them.”

An emolional Middleton said: “You couldn’t
wish for more than this. IU's been an honor and
privilege to do this job. I have been very lucky.”
France, the last side to beat England in the Six
Nations five years ago, dominated the opening
15 minutes at a sun-drenched Twickenham but
determined defense kept them at bay. England,
by contrast, scored with their first altack of the
malch. Helena Rowland made a break and right

But he missed the last two posl-seasons afler Lear-
ing a left knee ligament in April of 2021, an injury that
saw him miss all of last season. “The last two years
have been tough not having him,” Malone said. “When
Jamal Malone is healthy and locked and loaded we
know what he’s capable of.” Murray himself was de-
lighted to be back in action in the playoffs. “It's good
Lo play at the most valuable time of the year and make
an impact,” he told broadcaster TNT. — AFP

wing Abby Dow wenl over in the corner.

England extended their lead when flanker Pack-
er powered over [rom close range for her seventh
try of the tournament. France’s day wenl [rom
bad to worse when [ly-hall Jessy Tremouliere,
in her final Test before retirement, was shown a
yellow card for a deliberate knock-on as England
pressed for a try in the 31st minute. And from the
ensuing scrum, No 8 Alex Matthews charged over,
with Rowland adding the extras.

England were awarded a penalty try as French
prop Rose Bernadou was sin-binned for making a
tackle from an offside position. And with France two
players down and the clock in the red, England ran in
their fifth try with Zoe Aldcroft going over for a con-
verted score. France, however, began their recovery
when full-back Emilie Boulard capped a slick move
for a 48th-minute try before Gabrielle Vernier's clev-
er dummy reduced the deficit still further. — AFP
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Barcelona thrash 10-man Real Betis
4-0, move closer to winning La Liga

Benzema nets treble as Madrid turn on style against Almeria

BARCELONA: Barcelona thrashed 10-man Real Betis 4-0 on
Saturday to move a step closer to winning La Liga for the first
time since 2019. Real Madrid beat Almeria 4-2 to cut the gap to
eight points earlier on but Barcelona triumphed to restore their
11 point advantage. Andreas Christensen, Robert Lewandowski
and Raphinha struck for Barca at Camp Nou with Guido Ro-
driguez netting a late own goal to round off the rout. Edgar
Gonzalez's carly dismissal made it an casy night for Xavi Her-
nandez’s side to protect their lead with six games remaining.

With his side comfortably winning, Xavi brought on
15-year-old forward Lamine Yamal to become the club’s
youngest ever player to debut in La Liga. Betis also brought
on veteran Joaquin Sanchez, 41, for his final appearance at
Camp Nou before he retires at the end of the season, and he
was alforded a standing ovation by Barcelona supporters. The
Catalans bounced back from a 2-1 defeat by Rayo Vallecano
in midweek. “We generated a reaction,” said Xavi. “We im-
proved a loL, it was a very good reaction from the whole team.
“We went 1-0 up and after the red card, it was in our favor.”
Xavi brought Christensen into the starting line-up after injury
and he made a quick impact on his return. Raphinha whipped
in a vicious ball which Ronald Araujo narrowly missed but
Christensen followed in behind to power a header home. Betis
were sel back further when defender Edgar was dismissed for
two bookings after half-an-hour.

Lewandowski pounced soon after to net his 19th league
goal of the season after Jules Kounde set him up with a low
cross. The Pole, La Liga’s top scorer, reacted after Real Ma-
drid’s Karim Benzema carlier netted a hat-trick to move within

Leverkusen stalemate
dents Union’s hopes

BERLIN: Union Berlin’s slim hopes of a remarkable
Bundesliga title were dented by a 0-0 draw at home
againsl Bayer Leverkusen on Salurday. Unbealten at
home in the league this season, Union’s best chance
came midway through the second hall when Sher-
aldo Becker hit a Jerome Roussillon cross wide of
the post. A win would have taken Union three points
behind first-placed Borussia Dortmund in just their
fourth season of top division football.

Despite the draw, Union remain third and on
course for a maiden Champions League placing with
four matchdays remaining. Describing Leverkusen,
who are unbeaten in 14 matches, “the most in-form
team in the league”, Union manager Urs Fischer
praised his side’s “intense, great performance” in
“neutralizing” the visitors.

The stalemate also hurt Leverkusen’s narrow
chances of qualifying for the Champions League,
with the Xabi Alonso-coached side now eight points
outside the top four. “Union has not lost here vyet this
season, and we could sense why,” said Alonso. In
Saturday’s late game, second-last Schalke picked up
a crucial three points in their battle to beat the drop,
Dominick Drexler scoring in the second minute of
injury lime for a 2-1 home win over Werder Bremen.

Trailing 1-0 due Lo Marvin Ducksch’s fourth goal

Cincinnati hold MLS
leaders; Miami end
losing streak

MIAMLI: Eastern Conference leaders New England
Revolution were held to a 1-1 draw at home to sec-
ond-placed FC Cincinnati while Inter Miami ended a
run of six straight losses with a win at Columbus in MLS
on Saturday. New England, who head the Supporters
Shield standings for the best overall record, sulfered an
early blow when Colombian international winger Dylan
Borrero was stretchered off with a knee injury.

Cincinnali then wasted a chance o grab the lead
when Revs keeper Djordje Petrovic saved Luciano
Acosla’s penalty kick after a Justin Rennicks handball.
But the Ohio side got in {ront in the 31st minute with a
Yerson Mosquera header from an Alvaro Barreal corner.
Bruce Arena’s New England drew level though on the
stroke of half-time with right wing-back Brandon Bye
powering down the right and delivering a low cross to
the back post which was turned in by Ghanaian striker
Emmanuel Boaleng.

one of his tally. Three minutes later Raphinha struck the third,
making a clever run in behind the defence and finishing from
Sergio Busquets’ chipped pass. Xavi brought on Ousmane
Dembele with little over 15 minutes to go, with Camp Nou de-
lighted to see the winger back. Rodriguez deflected in Ansu Fa-
li's cross as Barcelona added a fourth goal in the 82nd minute.
Almost 90,000 home supporters were also treated to 15-year-
old Yamal's debut in the final stages, and the winger came close
to scoring with a shot repelled by Rui Silva. “We were talking
about this on the bench, when I was at 15 I think [ was playing
for my neighbourhood team,” added Raphinha. “And seeing him
come on in this stadium, with all these people, is incredible.”

Stylish Madrid

Benzema climbed to 17 goals in La Liga this season with
his treble, now two behind Lewandowski. Benzema netted his
treble in the first half and Rodrygo added the fourth carly in
the second for Madrid, while Lazaro and Lucas Robertone
struck for the visitors, 15th. Almeria coach Rubi made several
changes to his regular side, clearly unconvinced his team could
take points from the Santiago Bernabeu—the visit of Elche on
Tuesday should be more profitable in their survival bid.

Madrid played with freedom in attack during an entertain-
ing game, albeit one low on tension with their hopes of re-
Laining the title minimal. “In attack the team is very dangerous,
with the quality of Karim, Vini, Rodrygo, with the ball we play
very well,” coach Carlo Ancelotti told reporters. “There are
games where the offensive level looks very good, like today.”

Vinicius Junior teed up Benzema for a tap-in to break the

in two games with 10 minutes remaining, Liverpool
loanee Sepp van den Berg slammed in a low strike
to level the scores. Drexler finished off a length-
of-the-field move with the clock winding down, to
send Schalke five clear of last-placed Hertha and
one point from safety with four games remaining.
Despite the loss, Bremen remain seven points clear
of the relegation spots in 12th place.

Freiburg flying

Elsewhere, Freiburg solidified their chances of
following Union Lo a first-ever Champions League
qualification, a second-half Ritsu Doan tap-in taking
them Lo a 1-0 win away al Cologne. The win took
Freiburg to fourth, behind Union on goal difference,
two clear of RB Leipzig who also won 1-0 on Satur-
day. Leipzig beat Hoffenheim thanks to Christopher
Nkunku’s first league goal since November.

Nkunku, handed his first starl since returning
from injury, collecled a pass from Emil Forsberg and
sent a lelt-fooled finish into the right corner of the
goal, chalking up his 13th goal in 21 league match-
es this season. Leipzig are fifth, six points ahead of
Leverkusen. Stutlgart leapfrogged Bochum out of
the relegation places with a 2-1 home win over a ten-
man Borussia Moenchengladbach. The home side
took the lead thanks to a classy Serhou Guirassy
back-heel finish after 22 minutes.

Gladbach’s Julian Weigl converted a penalty with
22 minutes remaining but Stuttgart were awarded a
spot kick of their own five minutes later when Ko Ita-
kura was shown a straight red for bringing down Ti-

Petrovic was in fine form in goal for New England,
producing a great save from Sergio Santos after good
work from Acosta but Cincinnati should have claimed
all the points at the death when Nick Hagglund was
lelt wide open but headed wide. “Considering we went
a goal down and came back at the end of the first half
lo equalize, I guess it was a positive and 1 thought we
brought a lot of energy o the game in the second hall,”
said Arena, the former US national team coach.

“I guess we walk off the field and think it’s OK but
we have to do better,” he added. The pressure on Inter
Miami coach Phil Neville eased after his team ended
their barren run with an impressive win at Columbus.
Neville left close-season signing Josel Martinez on the
bench, opting for a strike pairing of Ecuadorian Leonar-
do Campana and 18-year-old youth product Benjamin
Cremaschi and the decision paid off instantly.

Campana opened the scoring in the seventh minute,
firing home after Cremaschi had cleverly headed down
a Nicolas Stefanelli cross into his path. But the Miami
lead lasted only three minutes with Colombian Cucho
Hernandez curling a beautiful shot into the far corner
to make it 1-1. Campana restored Miami's lead three
minutes before half-time with an angled header from a
Jean Mota corner which snuck in at the near post. Miami
survived a late scare with a VAR review for a potential

BARCELONA: Barcelona’s Uruguayan defender Ronald Araujo heads the ball next to Real Betis’ Ivorian

midfielder Paul Akouokou (left) and Real Betis’ Brazilian defender Abner Vinicius (right) during the Spanish
league football match between FC Barcelona and Real Betis on April 29, 2023. —AFP

deadlock early on. Rodrygo’s assist for Benzema’s second goal
was one of the highlights of the game, with the [orward back-
heeling the ball to himself to escape Samuel Costa. “[ think it
was a pass to myself, I didn’t have anywhere to go, it was a

BERLIN: Leverkusen’s Czech forward Adam Hlozek
(front) and Union Berlin’s German defender Robin

Knoche both jump to head the ball during the Ger-
man first division Bundesliga football match on April
29, 2023. —AFP

ago Tomas. Stuttgart’s Tanguy Coulibaly converted
the penalty to give his side a welcome boost ahead
of Wednesday’s German Cup semi-final against Ein-
tracht Frankfurt. Frankfurt drew 1-1 al home against
Augsburg, extending their winless run to nine match-
es and likely extinguishing any slim hopes the Europa
League holders have of a return to Europe. —AFP

handball in the penalty arca but Neville breathed a sigh
of relief when the referee blew the final whistle.

Bicycle kick

Former Liverpool and Aston Villa striker Christian
Benteke claimed his fifth goal in 10 games for Wayne
Rooney’s DC United with a brilliantly executed bicycle
kick in a 3-O win over Charlotte. A 34th minute Taxiar-
chis Fountas penalty put DC on their way before Bel-
gium international Benteke doubled their advantage with
his stunner in the 75th minute. Jacob Greene, a home-
grown 20-vear-old midfielder, wrapped up the win with
a composed side-foot finish in stoppage time for his
first league goal. Expansion club St Louis City went into
week 10 on top of the Western Conference but fell to a
2-1 defeat at home Lo the Portland Timbers.

Brazilian Evander put the visitors ahead with a 63rd
minute penalty but his compatriot Celio Pompeu brought
St Louis level with a first-time finish from a Tomas Ostrak
pull-back. But within three minutes, Portland regained
the lead as substitute Yimmi Chara fired home a low,
diagonal shot after good work from Santiago Moreno.
The Seattle Sounders take over at the top of the West,
despite only managing a goalless draw at Real Salt Lake,
in a game which saw Pablo Ruiz sent off in stoppage time
for the home side after a second vellow card. —AFP

Classifieds

nice pass to myself with my heel,” Rodrygo told DAZN. The
35-year-old Benzema completed his hat-trick after 42 minutes
from the penalty spot after Largie Ramazani clumsily fouled
Lucas Vazquez. —AFP

Saelemackers
snatches draw

for AC Milan

ROME: Alexis Saclemackers snatched an incredi-
ble 1-1 draw for AC Milan al Roma on Sunday with a
stoppage-time leveler moments after Tammy Abraham
thought he had won the game [or the hosts. Belgium mid-
fielder Saclemaekers poked home in the seventh minute
of added time to silence the Stadio Olimpico and make
sure that Milan would stay in the Champions League po-
sitions. Milan are fourth, ahead of Roma on goal differ-
ence thanks to Saclemackers’ strike which cancelled out
a fabulous low finish from Abraham in the 94th minute.

Both teams are three points ahead of Inter Milan,
who will however take fourth spot if they beat Lazio in
Sunday’s early kick-off. Should Inter win at the San Siro
it would also give Napoli the chance to seal their first
[talian title in over three decades, as Lazio trail the cham-
pions-elect by 17 points with seven matches remaining.
Napoli would need Lo beal Salernitana on Sunday after-
noon o win their third Scudelto after those conquered
by talisman Diego Maradona in 1987 and 1990. The two
goals were each side’s only shot on target in what was
otherwise an uninspiring encounter in the Italian capital
which came alive in the final seconds.

Roma thought they had won the match despite an
injury crisis which meant defenders Chris Smalling, Di-
ego Llorente, Rick Karsdorp were all out and midfielder
Georginio Wijnaldum was also sidelined, while star man
Paulo Dybala was only fit for the bench. Jose Mourinho’s
team then lost Albania defender Marash Kumbulla after
just 15 minutes and just before the start of the second hall
had to bring on Stephan El Shaarawy for Andrea Belotti,
who hurt his ribs in a clash with Fikayo Tomori.

Mourinho said he was proud of the performance but
sad to lose two precious points. “We are not a rich team,
we don't have a big squad, every time we lose a player
it is a big problem,” said Mourinho. “I am sad, obvious-
lv, as we had three points in our hands, but I am more
proud than I am sad.” Roma will also have to do without
Nemanja Malic al Monza midweek alter the Serbian’s
late tackle on Ismael Bennacer earned him a booking
midway through the first half.

None of that mattered however when Abraham,
whose other major contribution was to stop his own
teammate Lorenzo Pellegrini from shooling into an
open goal in the first half, sent the home fans wild with
a great spin and finish. However with the match looking
all over poor defender from Gianluca Mancini allowed
Rafael Leao to float a perfect cross over lo Saele-
mackers, who saved his team at the last. Atalanta can
lake advanlage of the stalemale at Torino in Saturday’s
late match, as they sit seventh and five points behind
both Roma and Milan. —AFP

Hospitals & Clinics

Hospitals

Sabah Hospital 24812000
Amiri Hospital 22450005
Maternity Hospital 24843100
Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital 25312700
Chest Hospital 24849400
Farwaniya Hospital 24892010
Adan Hospital 23940620
Ibn Sina Hospital 24840300
Al-Razi Hospital 24846000

24874330/9

kPhysiotherapy Hospital

o o I, SARRAH, holder of Indian Pass-
CllnlCS port No. T1942619 issued at Em-
bassy of Indian, Kuwait. | am a
Kaizen center 25716707 permanent resident of Dungerpur
Rawda 22517733 Rajasthan, India and presently re-
Adaliya 22517144 siding in Kuwait hereby declare my
Khaldiya 24848075 given name is SARRAH and sur-
Kaifan 24849807 name is SHAKIR. (#3517) 1/5/2023
Shamiya 24848913
Shuwaikh 24814507 I, HAJA MYDEEN MOHAMED
Abdullah Salem 22549134 HUSSAIN, holder of Passport No.
Nuzha 22526804 L4533271, do hereby change my
Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764 name to JAHIR HUSSAIN (as giv-
Qadsiya 229515088 en name) HAJAMAIDEEN (as sur-
Dasmah 29532265 name) for all purposes. | will hence-
Bneid Al-Gar 22531908 forth be known as in the name
Shaab 25518752 JAHIR HUSSAIN HAJAMAIDEEN
Qibla 29459381 and | also undertake to carry out

J

Automated enquiry about the CivilID card is 1889988

N

Change of Name

this name change in all my docu-
ments. (#3516) 1/5/2023

I am Rajendra Suthar, father of
Gopalji Suthar, resident of Banko-
da Tehsil Aspur district, Dungarpur
and | am known and recognized

~

by both name Rajendra Suthar
and Rajendra Gopalji Sharma.
Both names are my own and there
is no other person with this name.
(#3515) 1/5/2023

I, YAQOOB, holder of Indian Pass-
port No. 78206521, having perma-
nent address Ward No. 30 Mohalla
Hussaini Chowk PO. Fatehpur Sikar
Pin: 332301, Rajasthan, India, resid-
ing in Kuwait at present, hereby de-
clare that henceforth my name will
be read as YAQOOB and Surname
SAYYED. (#3514) 1/5/2023

I Fakhruddin, holder of Passport
No. Z5712375, do hereby change
my name to Fakhruddin (as given
name) Shamash Ali (as surname)
for all purposes. | will henceforth
be known in the name Fakhruddin
Shamash Ali and | also undertake to
carry out this name change in all my
documents. )
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Man City return to top

Haaland equals record; Southampton sink deeper

LONDON: Record-breaker Erling Haa-
land was on target again as reigning cham-
pions Manchester Cily returned to the
top of the Premier League table with a
2-1 win over Fulham on Sunday. Viclory
left Pep Guardiola’s men a point clear of
Arsenal and with a game in hand over
the Gunners. Meanwhile high-{ly-
ing Newcastle sent basement club
Southampton nearer the drop after
a 3-1 success. Manchester United
also remained in the hunt for a
top-four finish with a 1-0 win at

home to Aston Villa.
Bournemouth pulled fur-
ther clear of the bottom
three with a 4-1 defeat
of Leeds that left the
visitors just a point
above the rele-
gation zone. It
took City just
three  minutes
Lo go ahead with
Haaland scoring from
the penalty spot at Cra-
ven Collage after Julian
Alvarez  was
brought down
by Tim Ream.
Haaland’s
34th league goal
was a record by
a player in a 38-game
Premier League season and
equaled the number set by Andrew
Cole and Alan Shearer in 42-game
campaigns.  Fulham, however,
equalized in the 15th minute with
Carlos Vinicius beating Ederson
with a powerful first-time shot. But
Alvarez, in for Kevin De Bruyne,
restored Cily’s lead nine minules

LONDON: Manchester City’s Norwegian striker Erling Haa-
land controls the ball during the English Premier League

football match between Fulham and Manchester City at

MONDAY, MAY 1, 2023

whipped shot into the far corner from just outside the box.

United protest

Before kick-off at Old Trafford a group of United fans de-
manded the Glazer family complete a full sale of the club amid
continuing uncertainty over the future ownership of the Red
Devils. Qatari banker Sheikh Jassim bin Hamad Al Thani and Brit-
ish billionaire Jim Ratcliffe both made their third and final offers
to buy the English giants on Friday. The US-based Glazers have
long been unpopular with large sections of United support since
their leveraged lakeover in 2005 and some fans are concerned
that if Ratcliffe’s bid for majority control succeeds they could re-
main involved in some capacily.

A protest march from central Manchester continued on to
Old Trafford as fans displayed a giant banner reading ‘Full $ale
Only’. Bruno Fernandes scored the only goal of the game in the
39th minute when he followed up at the far post after Emiliano
Martinez had pushed away a low Marcus Rashford shol. New-
castle dominated the opening 40 minutes at St James’ Park only
to surprisingly fall behind when Stuart Armstrong scored on the
counter-attack.

The Magpies though equalized in the 54th minute when sub-
stitute Callum Wilson capped a period of sustained pressure by
turning in Alexander Isak’s low cross. And they then hit South-
ampton with two quickfire goals in as many minutes, Saints’ Theo
Walcoll diverling a cross into his own nel before Wilson rounded
the goalkeeper for his second of the match.

Defeal left the Saints anchored Lo the fool of the lable and
six points adrift of safety. Colombia midfielder Jefferson Lerma
rocked struggling Leeds with two goals in four first-hall minutes
as Bournemouth moved 10 points clear of the relegation zone.
Lerma fired the Cherries ahead with a well-struck shot in the
20th minute and doubled the south coast side’s lead soon after-
wards when he scored at the back post after Leeds goalkeeper
[llan Meslier (lapped at Ryan Chrislie’s cross.

Leeds equalized in the 32nd minute when Patrick Bamford
headed in Wilfried Gnonto’s superb whipped cross. But Dominic
Solanke restored the hosts two-goal advantage. Poor defending
allowed the unmarked Dango Ouatlara to charge into space be-
fore his low ball was turned in by Solanke in the 63rd minute. The
goal stood after a VAR check for offside before Anloine Semenyo
struck in stoppage time. Liverpool and Tottenham continue their
quest Lo break into the top four when they meet in Sunday’s 1530

Craven Gottage in London on April 30, 2023. — AFP

‘King of the streets’
Perez lifts Red Bull

BAKU: Red Bull Racing’s Mexican driver Sergio
Perez celebrates with the trophy after winning the

Formula One Azerbaijan Grand Prix at the Baku City
Circuit in Baku on April 30, 2023. — AFP

BAKU: Sergio Perez won Sunday’s Azerbaijan Grand
Prix with teammate Max Verstappen in second to ram
home Red Bull's supremacy over the rest of the Formula
One grid. Ferrari’s pole-sitter Charles Leclerc complet-
ed the podium, a respectable third. “Vamos!” exclaimed
the Mexican on the team radio after making it a hugely
profitable weekend in Baku where he also claimed Sat-
urday’s sprint race.

Red Bull boss Christian Horner acknowledged Pe-
rez’s “sensational weekend”. He added: “He's always
been outstanding on this track, I don’t know what it
is aboul Azerbaijan, bul he absolutely excels here.”
Red Bull's roll through 2023 after four races now
reads four wins plus Saturday’s sprint, three poles,
and three 1-2s. Verstappen leads the drivers’ cham-
pionship by just six points ahead of the fifth round
of the record 23-race season in Miami. Perez’ engi-
neer told him on the team radio he was the “king of
the streets” and with justification as five of his six F1
wins - not counting Saturday’s sprint - have come on
streel circuits, twice in Baku alongside victories in
Saudi Arabia, Monaco and Singapore.

The popular Perez, who believes he can really chal-
lenge Verstappen for the title, said: “It really worked out
today for us (me), we managed to keep the pressure on
Max. I think it was very close between us, we pushed to
the maximum, we both hit the wall a few times but we (I)
managed to keep him under control.” Leclerc conceded
that for the time being at any rate Red Bull were in “an-
other league once it comes Lo the race”. “Over 51 laps il
was nol possible, they have so much more pace than we
do. Everyone is working flat out to understand what we
can do in the races to close the gap.”

The warmest day of a frenetic sprint weekend had
the drivers arriving onto the grid, umbrellas perched
on their cars. After a resounding rendition of the na-
tional anthem the covers came off the tyres and the
lights went out with pole-sitter Leclerc holding off
Verstappen to the 90 degree turn one. The Dutch ace
had the Ferrari in his cross hairs though, wailing o
pounce. The inevitable happened on lap four as the
Red Bull star nipped past, leaving Leclerc sandwich-
ing the Red Bulls. Perez inched closer to the slower
red rival and duly coasted past on lap six. — AFP

Napoli Serie A title
party put on hold

NAPLES: Napoli will have to wait a bit longer to seal a
first Serie A litle in 33 years after being held to a 1-1 draw
by Salernitana on Sunday. Runaway league leaders Nap-
oli needed Lo win Lo secure their third league crown with
six games remaining in the season after Inter Milan beat
closest challengers Lazio 3-1 earlier in the day.

And Naples thought a generation of frustration was set
Lo come Lo an end when Mathias Olivera headed the hosts
into the lead just after the hour mark. But the long-awaited
Scudetlo party will have Lo be put on hold for at least a few
more days alter Boulaye Dia’s stunning strike six minutes
from lime ensured Salernitana escaped with a point.

However the coming midweek round of matches
could finally end Napoli’s long wail for glory. Lucia-
no Spallelli’s team are 18 points ahead of Lazio but
Juve can close that gap lo 17 by winning al Bologna
in Sunday’s late match and moving into second place.
Depending how that match and Juve and Lazio’s games
on Wednesday go Napoli could be crowned champions
before they take the field at Udinese on Thursday night.

Regardless, a win in Udine will ensure Napoli’s cur-
rent stars emulate Diego Maradona, who led southern
Italy’s biggest club to their only previous league titles
in 1987 and 1990. Pushed by a feverish crowd, decked
out in blue and white, Napoli started on the front foot
and almosl wenl ahead seconds after kick-off when
Victor Osimhen headed Hirving Lozano’s cross just
wide. However Serie A’s leading scorer Osimhen was
the hosts’ only threat in a what turned out to be a frus-
trating first hall in which Salernitana defended deep and
largely kept Napoli at bay.

Napoli frustrated
The besl chance of the opening period fell to Osim-
hen in the 23rd minute, the Nigeria forward meeting
Piolr Zielinski’s deep [ree-kick with a powerful header
which was brilliantly pushed away by Guillermo Ochoa.
Ochoa then batted aside Andre-Frank Zambo Anguis-
sa’s long-range drive three minutes before the break as

Gnabry and Coman
sink Hertha; Bayern
top Bundesliga table

BERLIN: Second-hall goals from Serge Gnabry and
Kingsley Coman have sent Bayern top of the Bundesli-
ga table with four matches remaining with a 2-0 home
win over rock-bottom Hertha Berlin. Lowly Hertha de-
fended astulely against a Bavern side still struggling Lo
find the fluency they displayed carlier in the season and
with 25 minutes to go it appeared the match was head-
ing for a 0-0 draw.

Gnabry had other ideas however, heading in a IKim-
mich chip in the 69th minute, his first league goal since
early February. The goal broke Hertha's stubborn resis-
tance, Coman scoring ten minutes later, again assist-
ed by Kimmich. The win puts Bayern one point clear

before half-time with a brilliant

GMT kick-off at Anfield. — AFP

NAPLES: Napoli’s fans who gathered on the seafront in Naples to celebrate, react after Napoli and Saler-

nitana drew in their Italian Serie A football match on April 30, 2023. — AFP

Napoli struggled to create any opportunities against a
Salernitana side not vet sure of Serie A safety but now
unbeaten in nine matches.

The crowd was increasingly apprehensive until Ol-
ivera headed home the opener, causing an eruption of
joy inside and outside the stadium. Blue smoke engulfed
the stands while fireworks audibly blasted outside the
stadium, the acrid smell of spent firecrackers wafling
through the ground. Those fans in the stadium had be-
gun queuing outside the stadium nearly five hours be-
fore the 1300GMT kick-off, with flags, flares and horns
crealing a colorful, cacophonous atmosphere.

Bars and restaurants around the stadium heaved
with people as cars, scooters and police vehicles tried
to weave their way through a sea of fans and vendors
who spilled out onto the road. The city centre was

of Dortmund and on course for a record 11th straight
Bundesliga title. Coman, named man of the match, said
his side “need to keep believing in ourselves”, telling
DAZN *“we can be champions. We will try everything.”

A smiling Bayern manager Thomas Tuchel said the
win “will do us good, iU'll give us a bit more sell-conlfi-
dence and trust.” Hertha manager Pal Dardai, coaching
just his second malch after returning to the dugout to
save the struggling side, said his team could take plenty
oul of the malch lo use in their relegation battle. “The
team fought hard. I saw a leam loday.” Bayern came
into the game knowing a win would return them to the
Lop of the ladder past Dortmund, who were controver-
sially held 1-1 at lowly Bochum on Friday.

Dortmund were denied a late penalty against Bo-
chum which the referee Sascha Stegemann and the
German FA later admitted was an error. Dortmund
CEO Hans-Joachim Walzke issued a slalemenl on
Sunday saying “threats and hostility would not be
tolerated”, after it emerged Stegemann was un-
der police protection due to the error. The visitors
started the match stranded in last place, five points

closed to traffic shortly before kick-off, and more than
5,000 police officers had been deployed to maintain
securily, according to local newspaper Il Mattino. But it
was all to be in vain as Dia stunned the whole city into
silence when he bundled past Osimhen and then lashed
home an unsavable shot past Alex Meret.

That strike, Dia’s 12th of the Serie A season, meant
that Inter’s win over Lazio was only good to move
Simone Inzaghi’s team into the Champions League
positions. A Lautaro Martinez brace and another
strike from Robin Gosens, which all came in the final
13 minutes, moved Inter into the top four ahead of
AC Milan and Roma on goal difference. Inter are also
four points behind Lazio, who are back in a serious
fight for a place in next season’s edition of Europe’s
top club competition. — AFP

behind 17th-placed Schalke, who beal Werder Bre-
men 2-1 late on Saturday.

Bayern started brightly, Man City loanee Joao Can-
celo forcing a save from Hertha goalkeeper Oliver
Christensen after 90 seconds. Bayern’s next chance
came through another delender, France centre-back
Benjamin Pavard, who blasted a powerful, lifting drive
inches over the bar from well outside the box. With the
clock winding down in the first half, Gnabry forced an-
other reflex save from Christensen, allowing Hertha to
hold the scores at 0-0 at the break.

Alter defending deep for the opening 25 minutes of
the second half, Hertha went on a rare incursion into
Bayern territory but the hosts won the ball back to go
on the attack against the off form visitors. Bayern cap-
tain Joshua Kimmich dinked the ball over the retreating
visitors, finding Gnabry who headed past Christensen.
The goal was just the second strike [rom a Bayern for-
ward in the club’s past six matches. Coman, arguably
Bayern’s form forward during their recent lean run,
followed Gnabry’s iniliative, calmly slotting a ball from
Kimmich between Christensen’s legs. — AFP
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