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Knights thrash Panthers
to win NHL Stanley Cup

become ‘full member’ of UN

Chinese leader hails establishment of ‘China-Palestine strategic’ ties

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah leaves Kuwait on June 14, 2023,
heading to Italy on a private visit. HH the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and senior state officials saw HH the Amir off at the airport. — KUNA
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Egypt executes man over femicide

CAIRO: Egypt on Wednesday executed a man
sentenced Lo death for the murder of a fellow
student who rejected his advances, in the cul-
mination of a case that sparked outrage. Prison
authorilies “carried oul the death sentence is-
sued against Mohamed Adel”, who was found
guilty last year of the “premeditated murder”
of fellow student Nayera Ashralf, after he con-
fessed Lo the crime in courl. — AFP

COLOMBO: A military medical officer measures a
kidney stone removed from a retired soldier. — AFP

Largest kidney stone removed

COLOMBO: Sri Lankan military doctors have
removed what is now recorded as the world’s
largest kidney stone from a 62-year-old retired
soldier, the army said Wednesday. The stone
removed from ex-sergeant Canistus Coonge
on June 1 weighed 801 gm and measured 13.37
cm long, the army said. Officials announced the
finding on Wednesday after Guinness World

Records recognized it. — AFP
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78 migrants
dead as boat
sinks off Greece

ATHENS: Al least 78 migrants died
after their fishing boal sank off the
Peloponnese, Greece’s coastguard said
Wednesday, as [ears mounted that the
death toll could rise to hundreds. Some
100 people were rescued after the boat
capsized in international waters in the
Ionian Sea in an operation complicat-
ed by strong winds, the coaslguard

All eyes on PM
over formation
of new Cabinet

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: MPs on Wednesday called on Prime Min-
ister-designate HH Sheikh Ahmad Al-Nawaf Al-Sa-
bah to form a strong Cabinet of capable statesmen
who should be able to meel the aspirations of the
Kuwaiti people. Sheikh Ahmad was reappointed by

Trump denies
mishandling
US secrets

MIAMI: Donald Trump pleaded not guilty Tuesday
to dozens of criminal counts of mishandling some
of the US governmenl’s most sensilive secrels and
scheming Lo prevent their return, in a historic first
courl appearance as a [ederal defendant. The for-
mer president — and the favorite to fight next year’s
election for the Republicans — gave himself up to
US Marshals in Miami for a hearing that set up the
unprecedented scenario of a White House race liti-

said. A migration ministry source told
AFP thal according Lo the coastguard
there could have been “hundreds” of
people on the fishing boat. “We fear
there will be a very large number of
missing persons,” the official said.
The International Organizalion for
Migration (IOM) acknowledged fears
of a large number of missing people,
noling in a lweel: “We fear more lives
were lost. Initial reports suggest up
to 400 people were onboard.” Oth-
er Greek officials said survivors had
claimed up to 750 people may have
been crammed on the fishing boat.
Greece’s head of state, President

BEIJING: Chinese President Xi Jinping reiterated
to Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas on Wednes-
day his call for a state of Palestine to become a “full
member” of the United Nations, state media report-
ed. Xi expressed Beijing’s position during a summit
with Arab countries in Saudi Arabia in December,
although the latest call comes as the Asian power-
house works Lo strengthen its role as medialor in the
Middle East.

Xi met Abbas during the December trip and
pledged Lo “work for an early, just and durable solu-
tion to the Palestinian issue”. Beijing has since posi-
tioned itself as a mediator in the Middle East, broker-
ing the restoration in March of ties between Iran and
Saudi Arabia — rivals in a region where the United
States has for decades been the main powerbroker.
“China supports Palestine in becoming a full mem-
ber State of the United Nations,” Xi said during a
meeting with Abbas in Beijing, according to Chinese
state broadcaster CCTV. “The fundamental way oul
of the Palestinian issue lies in the establishment of an
independent Palestinian State,” he said.

Abbas will be in the Chinese capital until Friday,
his filth official visit to the world’s second-largest
economy. Xi lold Abbas al a welcome ceremony al
the Great Hall of the People that China was “ready
to strengthen coordination and cooperation with the
Palestinian side”. “Today, we will jointly announce

Continued on Page 6

HH the Amir late Tuesday lo form the new Cabinel
following the June 6 elections. The next Cabinet is
Sheikh Ahmad’s fifth government in less than a year
and is expected Lo receive strong support from the
new Assembly. “We are al a crossroads,” said MP
Falah Al-Hajeri on his Twiller account. “Either we
have a slale of inslilutions, justice and achievement
— which we will support, or more crises and disrup-
tion — which we will not allow,” Hajeri said.

New MP Bader Al-Enezi said the people are
looking for a government full of qualified ministers
capable of achieving the demands of Kuwaiti citi-
zens. MP Majed Al-Mutairi said at this crucial pe-
riod, the people are expecling cooperation between
MPs and the next government to set laws that will

galed [rom the courtroom as well as al the ballol box.

On the eve of his 77th birthday, Trump appeared
before a magistrate judge to be formally presented
with 37 counts under seven charges brought by a
special counsel probe that opened after an FBI raid
of his Florida mansion 10 months ago. But he dis-
missed his prosecution as politically-motivated in a
speech o supporters framing the indictment as an
effort to interfere in the 2024 election. “Today we
witnessed the most evil and heinous abuse of pow-
er in the history of our country. Very sad thing Lo
watch,” Trump said after returning to his summer
residence in New Jersey.

The hearing — just weeks after Trump denied
state level financial fraud charges in a separate case
in Manhattan — came with the former reality TV

Continued on Page 6

BEIJING: China’s President Xi Jinping shakes hands
with Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas during a
welcoming ceremony at the Great Hall of the People
on June 14, 2023. — AFP

the eslablishment of a China-Palesline slralegic
partnership, which will be an important milestone in
the history of bilateral relations,” Xi said.

Abbas arrived in Beijing on Monday to hold
talks with top Chinese leaders including Xi and
Premier Li Qiang. The two sides are using the
opportunity to discuss ways lo advance relations
and resolve longstanding challenges to the Pales-
tinian-Zionist relationship.

Continued on Page 6

KALAMATA, Greece: Survivors arrive at the port of Kalamata after a boat carrying doz-
ens of migrants sank in international waters in the lonian Sea on June 14, 2023. — AFP

improve the standard of living of citizens.

MP Abdullah Fahhad said the next Cabinet should
be formed of statesmen, should concentrate on fight-
ing corruption and achieve the demands of Kuwaiti
people. By doing so, it will guarantee cooperation
with the Assembly. A joint statement signed by 49
lawmakers on Tuesday called on the next Cabinet to
fulfil the urgent demands of Kuwaili cilizens Lo en-
sure cooperation with the Assembly.

Over the past two decades, Kuwail has been
rocked by a series of political disputes between MPs
and governments that stalled development in the oil-
rich country. People are hopeful that the new Assem-
bly could turn a new page in Kuwait’s history and put
the country back on the right track.

BEDMINSTER, New Jersey: Former US President
Donald Trump delivers remarks at Trump National
Golf Club Bedminster on June 13, 2023. — AFP
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‘Little Manila’: A destination
for lovers of Filipino culture

Filipino expats find home away from home in Barayeh Salem
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KUWAIT: Filipino expatriates and lovers of Filipino culture enjoy a taste of the Philippines at Barayeh Salem. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

By Majd Othman

KUWAIT: Kuwail enjoys cultural diversily among
its population, as is considered a good destination
for expats searching for better career opportunities
for a stable financial life. These expats also create
their own communities that help them feel comfort-
able away [rom home.

The old Salmiya souq or “Barayeh Salem” has
turned into a distinguished place for the Filipino com-
munily, who have turned this street into one full of
Filipino food and people and a totally different atmo-
sphere, so much that this area is called “Little Manila”.

People of other nationalities also go there to ex-
perience Manila’s markets without buying a ticket
to the Philippines, according to a Kuwaili enjoying
his time there. The citizen, who preferred to remain
anonymous, lold Kuwail Times he has visiled the
Philippines several times. After he started coming to
this market, he felt he was in one of the small markets
in the Philippines. “It is very beautiful to see an ex-
ample of coexistence between communities, as Ku-
wail is built on a fusion of different cultures,” he said.

Kuwait Times explored the market and asked Fili-
pinos how it helps them adapt to the different culture
they live in. A Filipina who came to Kuwait almost
two years ago said despite the good hospitality she
has experienced from Kuwaitis and other nationals,
this place helped her to meet people from her own

Conference tackles
implications of using
artificial wombs

KUWAIT: President of the Islamic Organization
for Medical Sciences (IOMS) Dr Mohammad Al-Ja-
rallah affirmed that the organization presented the
world with recommendations and latest medical de-
velopments in the modern age that provided a great
service for mankind. This came during his speech
at the 14th international conference entitled ‘Arti-
ficial wombs, discovering opportunities and medi-
cal, moral and legal challenges’, held on Wednesday
under the patronage of Health Minister Dr Ahmad
Al-Awadhi.

Dr Jarallah said that among these provisions are
children born from in-vitro fertilization, gonadal
transplantation, euthanasia, cloning and human ge-
nome that occurs outside Muslim countries without
considering the specifics of Muslim ethics.

He pointed out that the organization took the

Kuwait, Qatar merge
traffic systems; fines
collected electronically

KUWAIT: Kuwait and Qatar have linked the traffic
system between both countries to register traffic vi-
olations and collect fines electronically, the Interior
Ministry announced. This comes following a similar
step with the UAE in February 2023 and in line with
efforts Lo achieve securily and traffic integration be-
tween Kuwail and GCC slates, the ministry said in a
statement late Tuesday. “A delegation from Kuwail’s
traffic violations’ integration team went on a busi-
ness trip to Qatar on Tuesday during which the in-
legralion system was launched,” the Interior Min-
istry said in the statement. Head of the Technical
Division al the Interior Ministry’s Traffic General
Department Brigadier General Khaled Al-Adwani
said that the system allows collecting traffic fines in
both countries slarting from violations committed
on May 30, 2023 and onwards. — KUNA

Kuwail reiterates
support for Moroccan
self-rule in Sahara

NEW YORK: The State of Kuwait renewed its
support for the Moroccan initiative for self-rule
in the Sahara, reiterating the need to respect Mo-
roccan sovereignly and any solution agreed upon
by all parties involved in the process. This reaf-
firmation came during a speech by acting Charge
d’Affaires of the Kuwaiti mission to the UN head-
quarters in New York Faisal Al-Enezi to a special

communily. “This area makes us feel we are in our
home country, with the presence of Filipino restau-
rants, original products at affordable prices and mul-
tiple events that alleviate the burden of being away
from our families,” she said.

Another Filipina said being a part of a different
culture is a big challenge for any person who lives
outside their country. “Kuwail made il easier for
us by facilitaling a convenienl environment for us
through this place,” she said. “Every weekend you
can sce this place becomes a small version of Philip-
pine cities, where everyone gathers to feel the atmo-
sphere of our country,” she added.

A Filipino restaurant owner told Kuwait Times that
in addition to the great vibes that people feel in this
place, it also provides many Filipinos a good opportu-
nity to invest in a unique business in the Kuwaiti mar-
ket. “This community helped me to grow my business,
because most of my clients know what I provide and
the type of food. It is boosting our culture among not
only those who are familiar with it, but also attracts
new customers who would like to try out our food,
such as Kuwaitis and Arabs,” he said.

A Jordanian visiling the place spoke about the
huge transformation that has occurred in this area.
“I have been in Kuwail for more than 30 years, and
I used to come to this market back when it was one
of the famous places for shopping and spending time
with the family,” he said. He added that seeing this

lead in carrying out this task in 1981 by holding
many conferences and seminars thal resulted in is-
suing 35 ethical medical jurisprudence documents
that met the needs of doctors and jurists in the Is-
lamic world to find out the provisions of medical
emergencies and innovations. He added that the
conference aims to explore the opportunities and
challenges that accompany the artificial womb
technology to ensure the establishment of health,
legal and ecthical measurements from an Islamic
perspective. The conference hosted a group of Is-
lamic scholars from 15 countries.

Regional Director of Eastern Medilerranean
Regional Office of the World Health Organization
(WHO), Dr Ahmad Al-Mandhari said through a vid-
eo call that this technology provides the opportu-
nity to perform fetal surgeries without endangering
mothers.

“This technology will launch a new era for hu-
manity in which infertile couples can fulfill their
dreams of building a family and reduce the risks of
pregnancy,” he said. “According to WHO report in
2023,17.5 of adults suffer from infertility, or one out
of six people worldwide. This indicates the urgent
need Lo increase access Lo fertility care Lo ensure

commillee session on the Sahara. Enezi said that
the GCC countries were united on the issue of the
Moroccan Sahara, reflecting hopes that the issue
would be resolved soon Lo solidily securily and sta-
bility in the region. He reiterated Kuwail’s support
of the UN and its efforts that led to the round ta-
ble meetings on the issue in December of 2018 and
in March of 2019. The Kuwaiti official welcomed
the participation of Morocco, Algeria, Mauritania,
and the Polisario Front in the previous meetings in
accordance with UNSC resolutions related to this
specific issue. He commended the efforts of the Per-
sonal Envoy of the UN Secretary General for the
Sahara Staffan de Mistura on the issue, which led to
the relaunch of the peace process. — KUNA

transformation made him realize how Kuwait is be-
coming more open to other communities. He stressed
Kuwait should keep encouraging this diversily in

President of the Islamic Organization for Medical
Sciences (IOMS) Dr Mohammad Al-Jarallah speaks
at the conference. — KUNA

the health of individuals,” he added.

“In the Middle East, 10.7 percent of people suf-
fer from infertility for life. This technology in accor-
dance with the Islamic laws will open new horizons,
and would be possible and acceptable culturally, re-
ligiously, morally and socially,” he noted. — KUNA
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NEW YORK: Acting Charge d’Affaires of the Kuwaiti
mission to the UN headquarters Faisal Al-Enezi
speaks at the meeting. — KUNA

communilies that benefits it at all levels, while pro-
viding new entertainment locations and attracting
tourists to experience cultural diversity in Kuwait.

Over 85,000 blood
bags collected
in 2022: MoH

KUWAIT: Kuwail’s Ministry of Health collected
more than 85,000 blood units and 7,500 platelet
units through blood donations last year, Blood Trans-
fusion Department Director Dr Reem Al-Radhwan
said on Wednesday. In a statement marking World
Blood Donor Day, Dr Radhwan noted that 56 per-
cent of donors last year were Kuwaitis and 44 per-
cent were expalriales.

The Ministry of Health
is hosting an annual cel-
cbration to mark the
World Blood Donor Day
under the patronage of
Health Minister Dr Ah-
mad Al-Awadhi and with
the attendance of a World
Health Organization
(WHO) representative, Dr
Radhwan said in a press
statement. The celebra-
tion is held to honor do-
nors, organizations and
corporate social respon-
sibility  institutions  for
their efforts in organizing
blood donation campaigns, she added. She further
noted that Kuwait participates every year on June 14
in WHO’s activities marking World Blood Donation
Day, which is held this year under the slogan “Give
blood, give plasma, share life, share often.”

This year’s celebration focuses on patients requir-
ing life-long transfusion support and underlines the
role every single person can play, by giving the valu-
able gift of blood or plasma. It also highlights the im-
portance of giving blood or plasma regularly to cre-
ate a safe and sustainable supply of blood and blood
products that can be always available, all over the
world, so that all patients in need can receive limely
treatment. — KUNA

Dr Reem Al-Radhwan

KTV Sports obtains
rights to Argentine’s
Football League

KUWAIT: Kuwait Television (KTV) obtained on
Wednesday the rights of exclusively airing Argen-
tine’s Football Leagues in the Middle East with 180
matches live stream on KTV Sport. In a statement to
IKUNA, Acting KTV Director Hamad Al-Daihani said
that getting the rights of streaming the matches is a
huge achievement to the channel as this league is im-
portant to football enthusiasts. Daihani added that a
plan is set to cover the tournaments in football anal-
ysis studios and regular reports as well as marketing
plans with local media agencies. — KUNA
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Innovators, educators inspire fresh
graduates at Future Makers Forum

Forum held at Kuwait Universily prepares youth for job market demands

By Ghadeer Ghloum

KUWAIT: Kuwait University is hosling the Future
Makers Forum under the patronage of Acting Presi-
dent Prof Fahad Al-Rashidi from June 13 to 15, 2023
at the conference center at Kuwait University in
Shadadiya. The forum, sponsored by Zain, NBK and
Gull Bank, is a first-of-its-kind, in line with Kuwail's
2035 vision and stralegy of Kuwail Universily. Fresh
graduates are the forum’s main target, especial-
ly those who graduated from Kuwait University, to
prepare them for their professional lives by holding
discussions on how Lo serve the communily and the
state amid the remarkable and speedy development
happening in the current era.

Unique workshops for training students on
skills that they did not learn in their curriculums at
schools and universities are also included, besides
providing an opportunily for recent graduales to
hold discussions with members of the public and
private sectors and representatives of the United
Nations. Rashidi told media representatives that
just looking at the events held by Kuwait Univer-
sity for [resh graduales indicales the extent of ex-
cellence and creativity accomplished by the team
that created the Future Makers Forum, announcing
joylul news that will be revealed on Friday, June 24,
2023, without further elaboration.

Acting Dean of Admissions and Registration Dr
Rawaa Al-Jarallah said this is a pioneering step ini-
tiated at Kuwait University, and the goal is to take
the graduates by the hand from the first step after
receiving their degrees. A corner has been provided
for graduates to receive their degree at the exhibi-
tion, in which job opportunities are available, where
they may find a suitable job for their capabilities.
Instead of following the traditional method of em-
ployment, graduates today have the opportunity to
search for talent and creativity through workshops,
so that they are nol limited to the field of their study,
but rather the horizons are wide for them, she said.

Kuwait Times also interviewed Anwar Al-Ibrahim,
Assislant Professor al the College ol Engineering
and Petroleum al Kuwail Universily. Ibrahim said she
was part of the team that built Kuwait University in
Shadadiya. “It makes me very proud of the Leam that
had an imprint on this project, and to see youth do-
ing this whole program for their fellows assures me
that the energy that we invested in this place was
worthwhile,” she said. She added she studied for five
years al Kuwail Universily belore moving abroad for
her master’s and PhD. She then joined the team that
built Kuwait University in its new location in 2013
and finalized the project in 2019.

Dr Asaad Hafiz, Representative of the World
Health Organization in Kuwail, told Kuwail Times:
“This event is about the future of Kuwait, which
plays a very important role. The United Nations is
very keen Lo work with Kuwait Universily lo em-

Zain sponsors
KU’s Future
Makers Forum

KUWAIT: Zain sponsored the Future
Makers Forum, an inspiring and transfor-
malive iniliative held by Kuwail Univer-
sity’s (KU) Deanship of Admission and
Registration at Sabah Al Salem University
City. The event aimed at empowering fresh
graduates by providing them with knowl-
edge and competencies to help them
launch their career journey.

The forum’s opening ceremony was
allended by Zain Kuwail CEO Eaman
Al-Roudhan, Director of the Civil Service
Commission Dr Issam Al-Rubaiyan, Chair-
woman ol Abdullah Al-Salem University
Dr Moudhi Al-Humoud, Acling President
of Kuwait University Dr Fahad Al-Dubais
Al-Rashidi, Acting Dean of Admission
and Registration Dr Rawaa Al-Jarallah
and many execulives and officials from
the local public and private sectors who
represented organizations that joined the
forum’s career fair.

Zain’s support to this distinguished event
came in line with its Human Resources
strategy, through which it contributes to the
local job market by exchanging expertise
with other employers and offering adequate
career opportunities to the new generation
of national talents. The company is keen on
offering job seekers with career opportuni-
ties that best suit their skills, competencies,
and passions lo increase national talent
representation in the Kuwaiti private sector,
especially within STEM and digital areas.

The Future Makers Forum is a leading
and first-of-its-kind evenl organized by
the Deanship of Admission and Registra-

Ali Al-Subaie Jassim Al-Mutawa

power the youth to address any challenges that Ku-
wail may encounler in the future. We see a greal role
for Kuwaiti youth, not only at the national level, but
also at a global level.”

Dr Reem Al-Baghli, faculty member of Kuwait
University, started the event by directing her speech
lo the graduales. She told them the molive behind
holding this event is love for Kuwait, its people, and
oneself, as there is no real love for something without
working on improving it. Therefore, she encouraged
the graduates to look into the needs of the country
and focus on fulfilling those needs to develop and
further improve Kuwait in all ways possible.

Dr. Nourah Al-Shuaibi, a facully member at Ku-
wait University, spoke about the necessity of uplift-
ing the sociely, mentioning that one of the most im-
portant ways to achieve this is through awareness of
opportunities. She also said this generation is differ-
enl [rom other generations, as they are living in the
midst of crises thal previous generations only read
aboul, whether they are civil wars, wars belween
countries, pandemics or other crises such as energy,
food, climate and others.

However, Shuaibi pointed out that graduates can
benefit from these crises to create employment op-
portunities, as a graduate must understand the needs
of society and the world through these crises and
work towards sustainable development of the com-
munity. Therefore, young people need to realize how
to secure their future, she added.

Jassim Al-Mutawa, founder and manager of
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KUWAIT: Dr Fahad Al-Rashidi (left) and Dr Rawaa Al-Jarallah browse booths at the Future Makers Forum held

on Sunday. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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Dr Assad Hafeez Fajer Al-Refai

Advanced Kuwaiti Group, an entrepreneurial ini-
tiative for technological solutions (Meta platform,
Shlonik application and Sahel application), spoke
aboul achieving dreams. He said one of the goals he
worked on was to bring change to the public sector
by providing services to citizens through technolo-
gy, instead of having them come to certain places to
get their documents processed and work done.

Mutawa mentioned an example of the applica-
tions he created — “Sahel”, which means “easy” in
English. “The applications’ name is inspired from its
task, which is facilitating people’s lives,” he said. He
also encouraged young people by telling them that
they have opportunities and that they can reach their
full potential, adding he is looking forward to further
develop Sahel because of the capabilities of young
people to serve humanity.

Lawyer Fajer Al-Refai also directed her speech to
youngsters and spoke about failure. She explained
that failure is not an end to one’s passion, but rather
it is just an attempt that was not successful, which
pushes us to hunt another opportunity or try again.
Dr Ali Al-Subaie, Assistant Professor at Kuwait Uni-
versity, said having a university degree is only a step,
while education is a long journey. Subaie further ex-

Nourah Al-Shuaibi

Reem Al-Baghli

plained that a student’s GPA is one of the indicators
of an individual’s capabilities, but it is not the only
indicator. He spoke about growth and decline and
encouraged the use of skills and not to focus on only
one’s success, even if the average ol one’s GPA is
high. He also highlighted that it is difficult to know
the future, but we can prepare for it. However, we
must be prepared to learn and gain experience to be
well prepared.

Badriya Al-Salem, a fresh graduate from Kuwait
University, spoke about the trip that inspired her ed-
ucalional journey on slars, the skies and astronomy.
She said her journey in astronomy was not limited to
learning astronomy, as il forced her lo learn English,
driving a manual car, desert survival, poetry and oth-
er mallers related lo astronomy and the desert. This
led to her leaving a mark in her architectural projects
during her years of studying architectural engineer-
ing, which opened up new opportunities for her out-
side Kuwait. Although she was a little late to start, it
gave her a strong push, as her work became recog-
nized even outside Kuwail. Salem concluded by urg-
ing graduates not to confine themselves to one field,
but explore and research multiple fields and continue
learning in various domains.

Al-Safat Investment takes
part in Future Makers Forum

KUWAIT: Al-Safat Investment Com-
pany participated in the career exhi-
bition held on the sidelines of the Fu-
ture Makers Forum organized by the
Deanship of Admission and Registra-
tion at Kuwait University — Sabah Al
Salem University City. This forum was
held to shed light on the bright minds
of young and lalented national cadres
in Kuwait, in addition to encourag-
ing and pushing university students
to identify their practical inclinations
and find suitable work according lo
passion and ambition.

Safal Investment is keen lo par-
ticipate in such forums and exhibi-
tions to be in constant contact with
young people, and to provide them
with the opportunity to get to know
the investment sector and its diverse
fields in accordance with a system-
atic plan through which the compa-
ny aspires to recruit the best prom-
ising youth cadres.

This participation also comes from
Safat’s belief in the importance of sup-

porting young people and providing
them with job opportunities, especially
in a vital and important sector such as
the investment sector, and in imple-
mentation of its social responsibility
policy. Stemming from the company
management’s belief in the great role
that young people play in building the
future, Safat is working hard to partic-
ipate in all events that support young
people and their career aspirations to
introduce them to job opportunities in
the company.

This forum included open speech-
es by some of the Universily’s facully
members and a group of students who
shared their stories and life experienc-
es. Acting Universily Professor Fahad
Al-Dubais Al-Rashidi kicked off the
career opportunities exhibition, which
gave the opportunity for students to
familiarize themselves with a group
of private sector companies as well as
participaling government entities that
provide job opportunities for students
as soon as they graduate.

KUWAIT: Al-Safat Investment Company employees participate in the career

exhibition at the forum.

tion in line with the New Kuwait 2035 Vi-
sion and Kuwail Universily’s strategy. The
forum aimed al empowering Kuwail’s ac-
ademic outcomes and helping graduates
prepare for their upcoming career journeys
by offering them the most essential skills
required by today’s job market. The event
featured over 20 local entities, spanning the
most vital industries.

The forum offered many programs and
workshops that opened new horizons for
graduates, covering crucial sets of person-
al and professional skills like creating CVs,
excelling in interviews, Al in today’s careers,
and more. Students and graduates also got
to engage in open lalks with employers in
several panel discussions.

Zain joined the forum’s career [air,
where it introduced students and gradu-
ates to its leading experience in the tele-
com sectlor, as well as its internal policy
and wonderful workplace environment.
The company also presented the available
job vacancies, provided a detailed expla-
nation of the nature of work al various
departments and divisions and answered
questions and inquiries from visitors.

Zain is always eager lo parlicipate in ca-
reer [airs under the umbrella of its Human
Resources strategy, which closely focuses

KUWAIT: Eaman Al-Roudhan, Moudhi Al-Humoud, Issam Al-Rubaiyan and Fahad Al-Dubais
Al-Rashidi are seen during the forum.

on supporting the education sector hand in
hand with various universilies, colleges, and
educational institutions in Kuwait from both
the public and private sectors, with the aim
of providing graduates with career oppor-
tunities in the private sector.

Zain is committed to playing an active
role in the investment in the human capital
of Kuwait. The company seeks to provide
young and eager Kuwaitis with job oppor-
tunities that allow them to apply their prac-
tical skills, achieve their potential, and fully
develop their capabilities.

Al-Safat Investment employee speaks with a student at the company’s booth.
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News in Brief

Labor support suspended
for conscription absentees

KUWAIT: Public Authority of Manpower (PAM),
in coordination with the Defense Ministry, will sus-
pend payments of social and children allowance
for those who work in the private sector and are
absent during the “national service time (Conscrip-
tion)”. Payment of labor support continues only for
those who fulfil their time in the national service

without absence, said PAM in a statement.
|

Power cut off in Shaab,
Jabriya, Salwa buildings

KUWAIT: Hawally Municipality Rapid Interven-
tion Emergency team disconnected power from
three violating buildings in Shaab, Jabriya and Sal-
wa areas in cooperation with the judicially autho-
rized team in the Ministry of Electricity and Wa-
ter and police support. The team also issued three
cilations against the real eslate illegally used as
bachelors’ residence. Three citations were also is-
sued for using flimsy materials to divide rooms into
smaller units, contrary to the building’s blueprints,
and for carrying out construction work without a
permit. A warning for encroachment on state prop-
erty was also issued. The team’s visit to the area
was promoted by complaints from citizens about

bachelors living in several buildings.

Schools to update teachers’ data
for fingerprint system

KUWAIT: Education Ministry Assistant Under-
secrelary for Public Education Usama Al-Sultan
has asked schools to input teachers’ data in the
new fingerprint system currently being set up
in schools across the country, sources said. The
system, which is expected to come into effect
next September, will be used to track teachers’
reporting to work and leaving times. Sultan said
updating teachers’ data is necessary for the sys-
tem to properly achieve its purpose. The educa-
tion ministry said it will install and operate nearly
2,800 fingerprint systems for over 900 schools
across Kuwait. Over 90,000 employees will get
their fingerprints taken once the system is fully

inslalled ahead of the coming academic year.
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Kuwait, Saudi Arabia sign deal
to develop teachers’ skills

Training courses to be provided to 100 Kuwaiti teachers

Neda Al-Dihani (right) signs the agreement with Aanab’s CEO Dr Muneera Jamjoum.

KUWAIT: Sabah Al-Ahmad Center for Gifted-
ness and Crealivily signed an agreemenl with
Saudi Arabia’s Aanab forum to launch a program
on professional development for teachers in Ku-
wait, in cooperation with Harvard University’s
Graduate School of Education.

The program will provide training courses in
Arabic, said the center’s director general Neda
Al-Dihani in a press conference on Wednesday.
Harvard’s professional education department
serves over 16,000 education specialists around

the world and helps prepare leaders in the field of

educaltion, he noted.
The Sabah Al-Ahmad Center for Giftedness and

Kuwait, Japan potential
partners in development
assistance: Envoy

KUWAIT: On Monday, June 12, Ambassador of Ja-
pan to the State of Kuwait Yasunari Morino hosted
an event of a special lecture featuring Prof. Hiroshi
Kato, Vice-President of the International Universi-
ty of Japan and the former Senior Vice-President of
the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA),
who has more than 40 years’ experience of being en-
gaged in the field of development assistance at JICA.
The event took place in collaboration between
the embassy and JICA, with distinguished guests
from Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development
(KFAED), African embassies and inlernational orga-
nizatlions based in Kuwait, with the aim of illuminat-
ing the future potentials of Japan-Kuwait coopera-
tion for the world prosperity through the lecture by
Professor Kato, which is titled “International Devel-
opment Cooperalion belween Africa and Japan.”
The event followed the lecture meeling hosted by
KFAED on June 11.
In the beginning, Ambassador Morino gave
opening remarks, in which he emphasized that devel-
opment assistance toward Africa constitutes a major

{‘_
"

KT

For Individuals Only

Scan & Subscribe
KD 20 a year

Auwait == Cimes

Established 1961
The First English Daily in the Arabian Gulf

Tel: 24833199 Ext:220

Scan Now

Middle E'::I:n.{

Fridvamal Lowvag Mghoohe

reativity

Creativity was launched in 2010 to discover and
sponsor lalented and creative Kuwaitis and help
inventors to develop their ideas and register their
innovations. Aanab is a licensed digital educational
platform that provides specialized training cours-
es and professional qualifications for teachers and
educators, provided by educational institutions in
addition to distinguished academics and teachers,
according to Aanab’s website.

Cooperating with Aanab is a great opportunity to
develop teachers’ skills in Kuwait, using the best and
most up-to-date standards, which will also have a
positive impact on students, said Dihani. The collab-
oration will also contribute to achieving the common

o~

priority of Japan’s diplomacy, pointing out that Japan
has consistently been organizing the Tokyo Interna-
tional Conference on African Development (TICAD)
every three years since 1993. Noting the presence of
a representative from KFAED on the floor, Morino
expressed his expectations on the potential for co-
operation between Japan and Kuwait for the devel-
opment in Africa and all over the world.

Following that, Professor Kato delivered a spe-
cial lecture in which he explained the history and
characteristics of Japan’s Official Development As-
sistance (ODA), especially pointing out three central
ideas behind the Japanese development assistance:
supporting the self-help efforts to achieve eco-

urkish ambassador
receives diplomats,
praises diwaniyas

KUWAIT: Ambassador Tuba Nur Sonmez held
a special diwaniya on June 13, opening her resi-
dence’s doors to members of diplomatic corps and

Neda Al-Dihani and Muneera Jamjoum exchange copies of the agreement.

— KUNA photos

goal of enhancing the culture of crealivily and mod-
ern technology in Kuwaiti society and the develop-
ment of the educational system.

Aanab’s CEO Dr Muneera Jamjoum said her or-
ganizalion believes thal leachers have a huge elfect
on improving the performance of students. She said
the agreement includes two programs, one is titled
“flexible thinking” and the second is “levels of aid”.
The two programs will provide training to 100 Ku-
waili teachers. The two sides will announce the re-
quirements needed to join the programs at a later
date. They will also study the outcome of the pro-
grams and their impact on teachers’ skills once the
programs have concluded. — KUNA

nomic growth, respecting the role of the recipient
governments, and avoiding any negative impacts
of development projects. The professor introduced
successful cases of Japanese aid in Southeast Asian
countries, emphasizing that the same approach is
now applied in Africa with a lot of success. He also
expressed his expectations that more and more Afri-
can countries choose Japan as a trustworthy partner
of development cooperation.

The Q&A session wilnessed a lively discussion
between Professor Kato and the audience, for exam-
ple, about the dilference of development assistance
approaches between Japan and other donor coun-
tries or organizalions.

friends in Kuwail. Ambassador Sonmez briefed
guesls aboul the embassy’s aclivilies, and devel-
opments in Turkey, including the re-election of
Recep Erdogan as President of Turkey and vision
of ‘Century of Turkey’.

Guesls enjoyed traditional Turkish foods.
Ambassador Sonmez said “Diwaniyas” is her fa-
vorile Kuwaili tradition, which she describes as
an excellent venue for social interaction and an
opportunity to develop stronger bonds with the
community.
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100,000 evacuated as cyclone threatens India and Pakistan

Lebanon fails to
elect president

in 12th attempt
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MILAN: Italian former Prime Minister, Silvio Berlusconi daughter Marina Berlusconi (L), partner of Silvio Berlusconi Marta Fascina, son Luigi Berlusconi and daughter Barbara Berlusconi (R) pay their respect at the end of Italy’s
former Prime Minister and media mogul Silvio Berlusconi funeral outside the Duomo cathedral in Milan. — AFP

Italy bids farewell to Berlusconi

Longest-serving premier in Italy’s post-war history

MILAN: Devotees of former Italian prime min-
ister Silvio Berlusconi bid him farewell in Milan on
Wednesday al a stale funeral for the controversial bil-
lionaire, which closes a 30-year chapter in the coun-
try’s history. The colffin of the media mogul, adorned
with while and red roses, was driven through the city
from his villa in Arcore lo the cily’s Gothic Duomo,
with mourners clapping and waving along the route.

It was then carried into the cathedral, escorled by
a guard of honour, as his family walked behind.

Thousands of the tycoon’s supporters -- including
a delegation from his Monza [oolball club -- watched
on giant screens set up in the square, as Archbishop
Mario Delpini led the ceremony for Berlusconi, who
died Monday aged 86. “When a man is a politician,
then he tries to win. There are those who exalt him
and those who cannot stand him,” Delpini said in his
homily. “When a man is a protagonist, then he is al-
ways on slage. He has those who applaud him and
those who detest him,” he said. “But in this moment
of farewell and prayer, what can we say about Silvio
Berlusconi? He was a man: A desire for life, a desire
for love, a desire for joy,” he added.

Berlusconi, adored and loathed by Italians in equal
measure, had been ill for several years, though he re-
mained the official head of his right-wing Forza Italia
party, a member ol Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni’s
coalition government.

‘Huge void’
Lucia Diele, 30, a Berlusconi fan from Puglia in It-
aly’s south, described the man who entered politics

Deadly Russian
missile strikes
hit Ukraine

KYIV: Deadly Russian missile strikes hit southern and
easlern Ukraine on Wednesday as the Western-backed
countlry’s air defences fought back against Moscow’s
intensified attacks. Russia fired four Kalibr missiles on
the southern port city of Odesa from a warship in the
Black Sea, Ukraine’s air force said, with air defences
shooting down three of them. One of the missiles hit a
food warehouse, killing three employees and wound-
ing seven, Oleg Kiper, the head of the region’s military
administration, said on Telegram. “There may be peo-
ple under the rubble,” he added.

Six other people were wounded after a business
centre, shops and a residential complex in central
Odesa were damaged “as a resull of air combal and
the blast wave”, he said. A historic city on the Black
Sea, Odesa was once a favourite holiday destination
for many Ukrainians and Russians.

It has been repeatedly bombed since Russia invad-
ed in February last year. In January, the United Nations
cultural agency UNESCO designated the city’s histor-
ic centre as a World Heritage in Danger site.

In the eastern cities of Kramatorsk and Kostian-
tynivka, Russian missile strikes overnight killed three
people and destroyed dozens of private houses, re-
gional authorities said. Kyiv also reported that Russian
shelling of a van in northeastern Ukraine, near the bor-
der with Russia, had left six people dead a day earlier.

Ukrainian prosecutors said the Soviet-era van was
hit near the village of Seredyna-Buda, on the border
with Russia in the northeastern region of Sumy. Four
of the viclims were [oresters, they said. Moscow has
intensified its nightly attacks on major Ukrainian cities
in recent weeks while Kyiv has launched a long-await-
ed counter-offensive to reclaim territory occupied by
Russian forces. Ukraine said Wednesday that in the
last three days Kyiv has retaken around three square

in 1994 and went on to be prime minister three times
as “the greatest politician in the history of Italy”. “He
leaves a huge void that will be impossible to fill. Gi-
orgia Meloni is a great prime minister, but no one will
take Silvio’s place,” she said outside the cathedral.

Fellow supporter Luigi Vecchione, 48, said Berlus-
coni was “my first and last political love. It’s a very
sad day for Italy”. Italian President Sergio Mallarella,
Meloni and fellow coalition partner Matteo Salvini,
head of the far-right League, were al the [uneral,
while the European Union was represented by its
economy commissioner Paolo Genliloni.

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban was also
present, along with Qatar’s Amir Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad al-Thani and Iraqi President Abdel Lalif
Rashid. The longest-serving premier in Italy’s post-
war history, and re-elected to the Senate last year,
Berlusconi was dogged by multiple legal and sex
scandals and famed for his controversial gaffes on
the international stage. He counted President Vladi-
mir Pulin among his [riends -- bul the Russian leader
is subject to an international arrest warrant and could
not travel to Italy.

Amateur photographer Gianfranco Diletta, 65,
said he had come to “immortalise this mass phenom-
enon”. “I never voted for Berlusconi, who embodied
for Italy the modern populism of the 1990s... and was
a [riend of Pulin’s Lo the end, a stralegic error which
put Italy’s national security in danger,” he said.

Berlusconi is survived by his 33-year-old girl-
friend, Marta Fascina, with whom he held a fake
wedding last year and who was al his bedside as

he succumbed to a rare type of blood cancer. She
was joined in the front pews by one of Berlusconi'’s
lwo ex-wives, and his five children, some of whom
helped run his empire, recently estimated to be
worth around $7 billion.

‘Extreme’

Flags were lowered to half-mast on all public
buildings from Monday in tribute to a leader whose
influence extended well beyond politics, thanks to his
extensive TV, newspaper and sporting interests.

Parliament was suspended for three days and the
government declared a national day of mourning for
Wednesday -- the first time for an ex-prime minister.
The decision was criticised by Berlusconi’s detrac-
tors, who accused him of cronyism, corruption and
pushing through laws to protect his own interests.

Senator Andrea Crisanti said he was “strongly
againsl” such national honours for “someone who
had no respect for the state”, pointing to Berlus-
coni’s definitive conviction for tax fraud in 2013.
Rosy Bindi, former head of the Antimafia Commis-
sion, said it was “inopportune” for “a person as
divisive as Berlusconi”, and the Repubblica daily
said the “institutional shutdown” was “extreme”
and compared it to Britain’s protocol for Queen
Elizabeth II's death. Berlusconi built a pharaoh-in-
spired marble mausoleum at his villa in Arcore,
near Milan, to house his family and friends when
they die. His family planned to cremate his remains
and place his ashes in the mausoleum, Italian me-
dia reported. — AFP

LVIV: People donate blood for the mllltary on World Blood Donor Day as part of the charity event “Become a blood
donor - Confess your love for Ukrainian army”, at a shopping mall in the western Ukrainian city of Lviv. — AFP

kilometres (about one square mile) of territory and ad-
vanced in some areas as deep as 1.4 kilometres, while
fighting continued near recaptured villages.

The latest strikes came as the death toll from Tues-
day’s missile strikes on Kryvyi Rig—the hometown of
President Volodymyr Zelensky—rose to 12. Author-
ities in the central Dnipropetrovsk region, which in-
cludes Kryvyi Rig, also reported a fresh Russian drone
allack overnight. “All three ‘Shaheds” were shol down
in the sky over the region,” regional governor Sergiy
Lysak said on Telegram, referring Lo the Iranian attack
drones used by Russia. While Kyiv says il was mak-
ing gains after launching its counter-offensive, Putin
on Tuesday claimed his forces were inflicting “cata-
strophic” losses on Ukrainian troops.

IAEA chief to visit plant
Putin conceded during a Kremlin meeling with
war bloggers that Russian forces were sulfering {rom
diminishing stockpiles of some military equipment,
pointing in particular to attack drones and missiles.
Kyiv quickly fired back, insisting that Ukraine’s push,

bolstered with Western weapons and training, had
“certain gains, implementing our plans, moving for-
ward”. According to military analysts, Ukraine has
nol yel commilled the bulk of its forces in ils count-
er-offensive, and is currently still testing the front with
probing attacks to determine weak points.

In recent days, Kyiv has claimed to have re-cap-
tured several villages in the eastern and southern re-
gions. “Ukrainian forces conlinued counter-offensive
operations in at least three directions and made fur-
ther limited territorial gains on June 13,” the Washing-
Lon-based Institute for the Study of War said.

UN nuclear chief Rafael Grossi was expected at the
Moscow-occupied Zaporizhzhia atomic power plant
on Wednesday, but Russian news agencies reported
the visit had been delayed by a day. “The mission is
being postponed by a day,” state news agency TASS
quoted a nuclear official as saying, without giving a
reason. Moscow-installed officials in Zaporizhzhia
also said Grossi would now visit the plant on Thurs-
day. Kyiv and the International Atlomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) did not confirm the delay.—AFP
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WASHINGTON: This combination of plctures created
shows (L) China’s Foreign Minister Qin Gang and
(R) US Secretary of State Antony Blinken. — AFP

Blinken to seek to
‘responsibly manage
ties on China trip

WASHINGTON: Secretary of Stale Antony
Blinken will urge open communication to “respon-
sibly manage” high tensions with China when he
pays a rare visit to Beijing this weekend, US offi-
cials said. The State Department confirmed that
Blinken will travel this weekend Lo Beijing on the
first trip by a top US diplomat in nearly five years,
rescheduling a visit that was scrapped in February
as the United States detected what it said was a
Chinese spy balloon.

Ahead of the trip, Blinken spoke by telephone
to Chinese Foreign Minister Qin Gang and said he
would “raise areas of concern as well as areas of
potential cooperation.” State Department spokes-
man Matthew Miller said Blinken had stressed “the
importance of maintaining open lines of commu-
nication to responsibly manage the US-PRC rela-
tionship to avoid miscalculation and conflict”.

Relations between the worlds two largest
economies have tanked in recent years over Tai-
wan, trade and human rights, among a litany of
other issues. A Beijing readout of the call struck a
more confrontational tone, reporting that Qin had
warned that relations between the two countries
had faced “new difficulties and challenges” since
the beginning of the year.

“It's clear who is responsible,” Qin said, accord-
ing to the Chinese foreign ministry. “China has al-
ways viewed and managed China-US relations in
accordance with the principles of mutual respect,
peaceful coexistence and win-win cooperation put
forward by President Xi Jinping,” he added.

'

Another chance for dialogue

Presidents Joe Biden and Xi met in Bali in No-
vember and agreed Lo lry Lo prevent lensions from
soaring out of control, including by sending Blinken
to Beijing. But Blinken abruptly cancelled a trip
scheduled in early February after the United States
said it detected—and later shot down—a Chinese
surveillance balloon flying over the US mainland.

The two sides have more recently looked again
to keep tensions in check, including with an exten-
sive, closed-door meeting between Biden's national
security advisor, Jake Sullivan, and senior Chinese
diplomat Wang Yi in Vienna last month.

Biden has sought limited areas for cooperation
with China, such as climate change, in contrast with
the more fully adversarial position adopted at the
end of the administration of his predecessor Don-
ald Trump.—AFP
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L.ebanon lawmakers fail to elect
new president in 12th attempt

Lebanon has already been without a head of state for more than seven months

BEIRUT: Lebanese lawmakers on Wednesday failed
for a 12th time to elect a new president, as bitter di-
visions between the Iran-backed Hezbollah and its
opponents risk miring the country in a protracted
power vacuum.

Crisis-hil Lebanon has already been withoul a
head of state for more than seven months, and the
previous attempt to elect a president was held on
January 19. The vole for the presidency, reserved
for a Maronite Christian under Lebanon’s delicate
sectarian power-sharing system, pitted the Hezbol-
lah-backed Sleiman Frangieh against financial offi-
cial Jihad Azour, who has mainly been endorsed by
Christian and independent legislators.

But neither had enough support to get the re-
quired two-thirds majority, with Azour garnering
59 votes and Frangich 51. All 128 lawmakers showed
up for the election, but many left the chamber after
placing their ballots in the box and quorum was lost
before a second round of voting — where the winner
only requires 65 ballots — was able to go ahead.

“Enough passing the buck... for prolonging the
vacuum,” parliament speaker Nabih Berri said in a
statement after the session. “Only consensus and di-
alogue” will speed up the election of a president, he
added, without immediately scheduling a new ballot.

Analysts said the vote risked further entrenching
a political stalemale, dimming hopes of saving the
economy after more than three years ol meltdown.
“At this stage, the most likely scenario is a prolonged
vacuum,” analyst Karim Bitar said.

The international community has urged politi-
cians to elect a consensus presidential candidate
who can help the country enact reforms required to
unlock billions of dollars in loans from abroad. On
top of lacking a president, Lebanon has been gov-
erned by a caretaker cabinet with limited powers for

Erdogan dampens

hopes of Sweden
joining NATO

ISTANBUL: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
on Wednesday rebuffed growing international pressure
on Ankara o ratify Sweden’s NATO membership bid be-
fore the Western defence alliance meets in July. Western
officials had hoped Erdogan would soften his position on
the diplomatically charged issue after he secured a hard-
fought re-clection last month.

But Erdogan signalled no major shift in comments that
were released by his office while Turkish and Swedish of -
ficials held last-minute negotiations in Ankara. “Sweden
has expectations. It doesn’'t mean that we will comply with
them,” Erdogan was quoled as saying.

“In order for us to meet these expectations, first of all,
Sweden must do its part.” Sweden and its Nordic neigh-
bor Finland ended decades of military non-alignment
and applied to join the US-led defence bloc in response
to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Turkey and fellow NATO
member Hungary ratified Finland’s membership this year.
But both countries’ parliaments have yet to approve Swe-
den’s entry. Unanimous backing is needed for new coun-
tries Lo secure the guarantees afforded by the world’s most
powerful defence alliance.

US President Joe Biden pressed Erdogan about Swe-
den during a call he placed a day after the Turkish leader
extended his two-decade rule until 2028. Ankara hopes to
win US congressional approval of a major defence pack-
age lhal could subslantially modernize Turkey’s ageing
fleet of fighter jets.

Biden directly linked the F-16 fighters’ sale with the
Swedish bid for the first time. Erdogan “still wants Lo
work on something on the F-16s. I told him we wanted

more Lhan a year.

By convention, the premiership is reserved for a
Sunni Muslim and the post of parliament speaker
goes to a Shiite Muslim. In past sessions, Hezbol-
lah and its allies repeatedly posted spoilt ballots to
disrupt the vote, then left so quorum was lost and a
second round could not take place.

They adopted a similar tactic in the last presiden-
tial vote, a move that left Lebanon without a pres-
ident for more than two years, until Michel Aoun’s
2016 win. Samy Gemayel, head of the Christian Ka-
taeb party, called Wednesday's support for Azour an
“uprising” against “diktats and threats”, in reference
to accusations Hezbollah is seeking to impose its
preferred candidate.

The Shiite movement has described Azour as
the “defiance and confrontation candidate”, and
pro-Hezbollah daily Al-Akhbar’s front page on
Wednesday featured just one word: Vacuum. Hez-
bollah lawmaker Hassan Fadlallah said that “the
country cannol be led by... confrontation”. “Dialogue
is essential for electing a president,” he told AFP,
calling for “understanding”.

“Third-man solution’?

Frangich, a former lawmaker and minister who is
a [riend of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, hails
from a sloried dynasly, like many of Lebanon’s
prominent political figures. On Sunday, he promised
to be “the president of all Lebanese” despite his po-
larizing alliances. Azour was finance minister from
2005 to 2008 and has stepped aside from his role as
the director of the Middle East and Central Asia de-
partment at the International Monetary Fund in view
of the presidential contest.

On Monday as he announced his bid for the post,
he said he wanted to “contribute to a solution” not a

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan

a deal with Sweden, so let’s get that done”, Biden told
reporters after the call.

And NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg per-
sonally discussed the bid with Erdogan in Istanbul earli-
er this month ahead of an alliance summit in Lithuania in
July. Erdogan noted that Stoltenberg’s visit coincided with
a prolest held in Stockholm by Kurdish supporters of a
group recognized as a terrorist organization by Ankara.

Turkey is pushing Sweden to ban and crack down on
such rallies. “There are rights given to (Sweden’s) law en-
forcement under the constitution. Use those rights. If you
don’t deal with it, we cannol (say ves) al the summil in Vil-
nius,” Erdogan said.

Sweden has already taken a series of measures aimed
at appeasing Turkey’s concerns. It has agreed to extradite
a sell-proclaimed supporter of the Kurdish militants who
was convicted in Sweden of drug trafficking.

It has also toughened up its anti-terrorism laws. Turkey
“was able Lo raise some concerns that it had. Finland and
Sweden have both addressed those concerns and, in our
judgment, addressed them appropriately and effectively”,
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said this week. “And
that’s what we’re looking to see take place over the com-
ing weeks.” — AFP

N

BEIRUT: Lebanese Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri (centre) heads the 12th parliamentary session to elect
a new president in the capital Beirut’s downtown district amid bitter divisions between the powerful Iran-

backed Hezbollah and its opponents. — AFP

crisis, adding that he was “not delying anyone” . The
analyst Bitar said Wednesday’s vote, like the previ-
ous 11 attempts, was likely “a way for political forces
to gauge their respective electoral weight” and see
how many voles they could gel.

A stalemate could pave the way for protracted
negoliations “that would ultimately reach a third-

Teacher hurt in
Bosnia shooting,
child arrested

SARAJEVO: A child was arrested Wednesday after
allegedly shooling a Leacher al an elementary school
in the northeastern Bosnian city of Lukavac, officials
and the family of the victim said.

The incident comes a month after back-to-back
shoolings rocked neighboring Serbia, including a
rampage at an elementary school in Belgrade where
a 13-year-old gunned down 10 people - including
nine fellow classmates.

“The child, who is not yet 14, is under police su-
pervision in the premises of the Lukavac Police De-
partment, while firearms and other discarded ilems
are secured unlil the invesligation begins,” the inte-
rior ministry of Tuzla canton said.

Officials described the suspect as a former stu-
dent who had recently moved to another school.
“The child was transferred to another school from
the start of the second semester as a result of a disci-
plinary measure,” Ahmed Omerovic, education min-
ister for Tuzla, told reporters.

“Today was the end of classes in all schools in the
Lerritory of Tuzla canton,” he added.

The wounded victim is an English teacher and as-
sistant principal identified as Ismet Osmanovic, his
father told local broadcaster N1.

According to the hospital in the nearby city of Tu-
zla, the victim in the shooling had sustained “gunshot
wounds to the neck”.

“The patient was intubated and he is being oper-
aled on,” the Universily Clinic Centre of Tuzla said in

man solution”, he told AFP before the ballot. The
United States and France on Tuesday renewed calls
for Lebanese lawmakers to cooperate and elect a
new president. French foreign ministry spokeswom-
an Anne-Claire Legendre had urged MPs Lo “lake
this date seriously” and “not to waste another op-
portunity”. — AFP

a statement, according to local media. “The opera-
Llion is still ongoing. Doclors lold me he was stable,”
Osmanovic’s father said.

The shootings in Serbia widely reverberated
throughout the Balkans, with makeshift shrines and
memorial services held in cities across the former
Yugoslavia, including Bosnia.

During the war in Bosnia in the 1990s, an untold
number of weapons were Lrafficked into the country
due to an arms embargo. Following the war’s end in
1995, officials repeatedly called for Bosnians to hand
over their weapons during a years-long amnesty
period, as security forces raided homes believed to
harbor weapons. Despite the efforts, a large number
ol guns are scallered throughout Bosnia. According
to the Small Arms Survey research group, approxi-
mately 31 out of every 100 citizens owns a gun in the
Balkan nation. — AFP

LUKAVAC: Bosnian police secure the area after a
shooting at an elementary school in the northeastern
Bosnian city of Lukavac on June 14, 2023. — AFP

Xi reiterates
Palestine should...

Continued from Page 1

Beijing has sought to boost its ties in the Middle
East, challenging US influence — efforts that have
sparked unease in Washington.

Chinese foreign ministry spokesperson Wang
Wenbin called long-time Palestinian leader Abbas an
“old and good friend of the Chinese people” during

78 migrants
dead as boat...

Continued from Page 1

Katerina Sakellaropoulou, immediately travelled to
the port of Kalamata to confer with senior officials on
the rescue and accommodation response.

Greece is currently under an interim government un-
til June 25 elections. The leaders of the two main parties,
former conservalive prime minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis
and leftist rival Alexis Tsipras, suspended campaign
speeches scheduled for Wednesday. The worst migrant
tragedy in Greece was in June 2016 when at least 320
people were listed as dead or missing, according to AFP
records going back to 1993.

The IOM until Wednesday had listed 48 migrants
missing in the eastern Mediterranean so far this year,
compared to 378 a year earlier. Along with navy ves-
sels, Wednesday'’s rescue operation included an army
plane and helicopter as well as six other boats that
were in Lthe area. “Since very early Wednesday, an ex-
Lensive rescue operation is underway off Pylos, after a
fishing boal capsized with a large number of migrants
onboard,” the coastguard said.

Greek media reported that 26 people have been tak-
en to the port’s hospital, among them four in a more
serious condition who had to be airlifted by helicopter.
The coastguard said a surveillance plane with Europe’s

a regular media briefing last week. Finding a lasting
solution to Zionist-Palestinian tensions may prove
elusive, as peace negoliations between the two sides
have been stalled since 2014.

Chinese Foreign Minister Qin Gang lold his Zi-
onist and Palestinian counterparts in April that his
country was willing to aid peace negotiations, Xin-
hua reported. And Qin told Palestinian foreign min-
ister Riyad Al-Maliki that Beijing supports the re-
sumption of talks as soon as possible, according to
the state news agency. In both calls Qin emphasized
China’s push for peace talks on the basis of imple-
mentling a “lwo-slate solution”. — AFP

Irontex agency had spotted the boal on Tuesday af-
ternoon, but the passengers had “refused any help”. It
added that none on board were wearing life jackets, and
did not immediately disclose their nationalities.

Authorities said it appeared the migrants had de-
parted from Libya and were heading for Italy. The mi-
gration ministry said it had sent extra staff to Kalamata,
including translators, and that the survivors would be
transferred Lo a migrant camp near Athens. The sinking
“brings to the fore once again, in the most tragic way,
the need to dismantle the international smuggling rings
that put the lives of migrants in danger,” the ministry
said in a stalement.

Also Wednesday, a sailing boat in distress carrying
about 80 migrants off Crete was rescued by a coast-
guard patrol and towed to port, Greece’s port police
said. Along with Italy and Spain, Greece has been one
of the main landing points for tens of thousands of peo-
ple seeking Lo reach Europe [rom Africa and the Mid-
dle East. Greece is also lacing an increase of crossing
attempts from Turkey on southern routes near the Cy-
clades islands and toward the Peloponnese peninsula,
hoping to avoid patrols in the northern Aegean Sea.

Rescue operations are common, but last month
the Greek government came under international
pressure over video footage reportedly showing the
forceful expulsion of migrants who were set adrift
at sea. Greece and other EU member states on the
southern and southeastern rim of the bloc say they
are being unfairly lasked with managing arrivals of
undocumented migrants. — AFP

Trump denies
mishandling...

Continued from Page 1

slar’s mounling legal woes lhrealening Lo derail
his bid lo return to the Oval Office. The US govern-
ment — which has never before prosecuted a former
president — accuses Trump of violating the Espio-
nage Acl and other laws when he removed classified
documents upon leaving office in 2021 and failed to
give them up to the National Archives.

Authorities say he conspired to thwart investiga-
tors and knowingly shared national security secrets
with people who did not have the requisite clearance.
After the hearing Trump jetted from Miami back to
his goll club in Bedminster, New Jersey, where he
blamed President Joe Biden for his prosecution.

“A corrupt sitting president had his top political
opponent arrested on fake and fabricated charges
— of which he and numerous other presidents would
be guilty — right in the middle of a presidential elec-
tion, in which he’s losing very badly,” said Trump,
speaking from the front of the clubhouse, at a po-
dium flanked by American flags. He was cheered by
several hundred supporters, including 100 members
ol a conservalive organizalion of Vielnamese Amer-
icans who had donned malching red dresses and
chanted: “We love Trump.”

Trump enjoys strong backing from Republican
voters, 81 percent of whom believe the charges
against him are politically-driven, according to a
new Ipsos poll. Antonio Rufa, 30, who had come to
Bedminister to support the tycoon, called Trump’s
indictment “a travesty” while 57-year-old Vincent
Larusso said the prosecution was designed to pre-
vent Trump from running for reelection. “This is not
democracy and people can see this from a hundred
miles away,” Larusso told AFP.

The government has recovered more than 300
documents with classified markings from Trump
since officials discovered his correspondence with
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un was missing, US

media reported. The records were the work of top
nalional securily and law enforcement agencies such
as the CIA and NSA, according to prosecutors, and
some concerned the military and nuclear capabili-
lies of the Uniled Slales and foreign countries, and
“plans for possible retaliation in response to a for-
eign altack”.

The 49-page indictment, dismissed by Trump as
“ridiculous”, includes photographs of boxes of re-
cords stacked at Mar-a-Lago, his Palm Beach resi-
dence, in a ballroom and in a bathroom and shower.
One image showed that by Dec 2021, some of the
boxes that had been moved Lo a storage room fell,
with their contents spilling across the floor.

Trump dismissed his attorneys’ attempts to com-
ply with a subpoena for the return of the records, ac-
cording to the indictment, which quoted him asking
a lawyer: “What happens if we just don’t respond at
all or don'’t play ball with them?” The runaway front-
runner in the 2024 Republican primary — Trump
leads second-placed Ron DeSantis by more than 30
points — has been impeached twice over allegations
ol misconduct in office and was recently found liable
for sexual abuse.

He faces indictment or ongoing scrutiny in four
criminal probes — in Washington, Florida, Geor-
gia and New York — and could find himself on trial
in multiple cases as he campaigns to return to the
White House. The pugnacious billionaire has repeat-
edly complained that the investigations against him
amount to a baseless “witch hunt” — and has vowed
Lo stay in the race regardless of the outcome of the
documents case.

He said Monday he would appoint a special pros-
eculor on his return Lo office lo invesligale Biden,
who is nol facing any credible accusations of crim-
inality. Republican leaders in Congress and Trump’s
rivals for the party’s presidential nomination have
largely glossed over the gravity of the allegations
against him, instead attacking the Justice Depart-
ment. Fewer than one percent of US federal defen-
dants go to trial and win acquittal, according to the
Pew Research Center. The vast majority — around
90 percent — plead guilty. — AFP
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100,000 evacuated as cyclone
threatens India and Pakistan

Biparjoy expected to make landfall as a ‘very severe cyclomc storm’

MANDVI: More than 100,000 people have been
evacuated from the path of a fierce cyclone heading
towards India and Pakistan, with forecasters warn-
ing Wednesday it could devastate homes and tear
down power lines.

Biparjoy, meaning “disaster” in Bengali, is mak-
ing its way across the Arabian Sea and is expected
Lo make landfall as a “very severe cyclonic storm”
on Thursday evening, government weather moni-
tors said. Powerful winds, storm surges and lash-
ing rains were forecast to hammer a 325-kilometre
(200-mile) stretch of coast between Mandvi in In-
dia’s Gujarat state and Karachi in Pakistan.

India’s Meteorological Department predicted
the storm will hit near the Indian port of Jakhau late
Thursday, warning of “total destruction” of tradi-
tional mud and straw thatched homes. At sea, winds
were already gusting at speeds up to 180 kilome-
tres per hour (112 miles per hour), forecasters said.

By the time it makes landfall wind speeds are
predicted to reach 125-135 kilometres per hour,
with gusts up to 150 kilometres per hour. “Over
47,000 people have been evacualed from coastal
and low-lying areas o shelter,” said C.C. Palel, an
official in charge of relief operations in Gujarat.

More were expected to be moved inland
throughout Wednesday. India’s meteorologists
warned of the potential for “widespread damage”,
including destruction of crops, “bending or uproot-
ing of power and communication poles” and dis-
ruption of railways and roads.

In the beach town of Mandvi, streets were most-
ly empty Wednesday with just a few hungry stray

Nine killed in
fresh ethnic
clashes in India

IMPHAL: At least nine people were shot dead in the
remote northeast Indian state of Manipur, officials said
Wednesday — the latest incident in weeks of violence
sparked by long-standing ethnic tensions. Manipur saw
days of deadly clashes in May, prompted by a dispute
over access to government jobs and other perks.

More than 100 have died in the resulting unrest,
during which mobs raided police stations and stole

dogs roaming abandoned beach shacks, next Lo
large, rolling waves under strong gusts and grey
skies. The Gujarat state government released pho-
Los showing lines of residents clulching small bags
of belongings and boarding buses inland away [rom
areas predicted to be worst hit.

‘High to phenomenal’

Pakistan’s climate change minister Sherry Rehman
said Wednesday that 62,000 people had been evac-
ualed from the country’s southeaslern coastline, with
75 relief camps set up at schools and colleges.

She said fishermen had been warned to stay off
the water and small aircraft were grounded, while
urban flooding was possible in the megacity of
Karachi, home to around 20 million people. “We
are following a policy of caution rather than wait
and sece,” she told reporters in Islamabad. “Our
first priority is saving lives.” The Pakistan Mete-
orological Department forecast gusts up to 140
kilometres per hour in the southeastern province
of Sindh, accompanied by a storm surge reaching
3.5 metres (11.5 feet).

Fishing has also been suspended along the Gu-
jarat coast with conditions expected to escalate
from “rough to very rough” on Wednesday to “high
to phenomenal”. “There could be flooding in some
low-lying areas and we are prepared to handle
that,” Mohsen Shahedi, a senior official from India’s
National Disaster Response Force, told reporters.

Five people have already been killed in India in-
cluding two children who were crushed when a wall
collapsed, while a woman was hit by a [alling tree

weapons, while tens of thousands of others fled their
homes Lo seek safely. Unidentified gunmen stormed
KKamenlok village on the outskirts of state capital Imphal
late Tuesday and shot indiscriminately at houses using
“sophisticated weapons”, Manipur government infor-
mation officer Heisnam Balakrishna told AFP.

“Nine persons including a woman was killed during
the firing,” he added. Ten others were injured in the at-
tack and were taken to a hospital in Imphal for treatment.
Another nine people were injured in a separate attack on
Monday in the same village, according to police.

Tensions in the state came to a head last month be-
tween the majority Meilei, who are mostly Hindus and
live in and around Imphal, and the mainly Christian Kuki
tribe in the surrounding hills. The Kuki community had
protested Meitei demands for reserved public job quo-

MUMBAI: High tldes crashes into staIIs at the seafront in Mumbal on June 14 2023. More than 40,000 people
have been evacuated across India and Pakistan as a cyclone approaches their coast, officials said. — AFP

when riding a motorbike. Cyclones — the equiva-
lent of hurricanes in the North Atlantic or typhoons
in the Northwest Pacific — are a regular and deadly
menace on the coast of the northern Indian Ocean,

tas and college admissions as a form of affirmative action.

This also stoked long-held fears among the I<uki that
the Meitei might also be allowed to acquire land in areas
currently reserved for them and other tribal groups. Ma-
nipur is part of India’s remole northeast, a region linked
Lo the rest of the country by a narrow land corridor.

The area is home to dozens of tribal groups and
small ethnic guerrilla armies whose demands range from
greater autonomy to secession from India. A curfew
remains in force and internet shut in most of Manipur,
where tens of thousands of soldiers were sent to control
the violence last month.

The situation in the state remains volatile despite a
visil this month by India’s home minister Amit Shah, who
demanded the return of assault rifles seized from police
stations when the violence began. — AFP

Beijing acling
‘counter’ to our
interests: Berlin

BERLIN: Germany on Wednesday
called China a “partner, compelitor and
systemic rival” in the release of its first
nalional securily slralegy, accusing
Beijing of repeatedly acting against the
European gianl’s interests in a bid to
reshape the global order. The document
prepared by Chancellor Olaf Scholz’s
coalition slammed China for pulting
regional stability and international se-
curity “under increasing pressure” and
for disregarding human rights.

“China is trying in various ways to
remold the existing rules-based inter-
national order, is asserling a regional-
ly dominant position with ever more
vigor, acling lime and again counter
to our interests and values,” the strat-
egy paper said. At the same time, it
acknowledged that the Asian giant
“remains a partner without whom
many global challenges and crises
cannot be resolved.

“That is why we must grasp the op-
tions and opportunities for cooperation
in these fields in particular,” the paper
said. Publication of the much-awaited
strategy blueprint came just days be-
fore Chinese Prime Minister Li Qiang
was due to visit Berlin.

Asked whal message the document

China navy
training ship
visits Philippines

MANILA: A Chinese navy training
vessel berthed in the Philippines on
Wednesday for a rare port visit as the
Lwo countries conlest reefs and walers
in the South China Sea. Dragon dances
and a brass band greeled the 165-metre
(542-foot) Qi Jiguang in Manila to mark
its final stop on a Southeast Asian Lour
through Vietnam, Thailand and Brunei.

“I's a goodwill visil,” Chinese am-
bassador to the Philippines Huang
Xilian told reporters, without offering
details. Commissioned in 2017, the ship
“conveys the concept of mutual trust
concerning China’s peaceful develop-
menl”, read a leafletl distributed by its
crew to visitors.

Beijing claims most of the strate-
gic South China Sea including waters
close to Philippine shores, ignoring a
2016 international tribunal ruling that
voided ils claims. Chinese coastguard
or navy vessels routinely block or

sent to Beijing, Scholz told a press con-
ference “the point is that China will
conlinue Lo grow economically and that
China’s integration into world trade and
world economic relations should not be
impaired. “But at the same time the se-
curily issues that arise [or us must be
taken into account,” he said, adding that
Germany “doesn’t want decoupling, we
wanl de-risking”.

‘Most significant threat’

Drawn up under the lead of the for-
eign ministry, the stralegy document
covers defence pledges such as the
NATO two percent spending vow Lo
supply chain security to cyberattacks.
It cites Russia as “for now the most sig-
nificant threat to peace and security in
the Euro-Atlantic area”, blasting Mos-
cow’s invasion of its neighbor Ukraine.

Russia’s war on Ukraine has deeply
shaken Germany, forcing it to rip up
long-held pacifist policies to instead
drastically re-arm its army.

The conflict has also prompted Ber-
lin to accelerate plans to reduce its re-
liance on China, after the coronavirus
pandemic also acted as a wake-up call
on the risks of depending on the Asian
giant for health essentials like surgical
gowns, masks or medication.

Over the last months, Germany has
thus been busy diversifying its im-
porls or bringing production of key
components such as semiconductor
chips to its soil. But Germany’s export
giants have expressed concerns over

the shilt away from China, fearful of

shadow Philippine ships carrying out
supply missions to islands in the dis-
puted sea that host Philippine garri-
sons, Manila says.

In February, Manila accused a Chi-
nese ship of shining a military-grade
laser at a Philippine coastguard
boat escorting a supply vessel to the
Spratly Islands. The Qi Jiguang, which
is larger than any Philippine warship
or coaslguard vessel, is the first Chi-
nese navy ship to visit the Philippines
since Ferdinand Marcos won the
presidency last year.

Marcos has vowed that Manila “will
not lose an inch” of Lerrilory as unease
grows in the region over Chinese mar-
itime activities. He said last week that
ties between the Philippines and Chi-
na were “evolving” bul denied he was
shifting away from Beijing.

“As lo the differences belween Chi-
na and the Philippines, certainly they
exist, but it is not something that will
define our relationship,” Marcos added.
His more assertive approach contrasts
with that of his predecessor Rodrigo
Duterte, who attempted to woo the
Asian power Lo secure infrastructure
deals and other investments.

A

'» BERLIN: German Chancellor Olaf Scholz (right) speaks during a press confer-

. ence with German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock (centre) and German
Finance Minister Christian Lindner on June 14, 2023 to present the German
government’s national security strategy for the country. — AFP

alienating the huge market.

In a clear warning to German com-
panies, Foreign Minister Annalena
Baerbock underlined that Berlin would
not be able to bailout huge industri-
al groups with deep ties with China
should a crisis erupt with Beijing.

She added that in discussions with
German companies she and Scholz
had underscored that lessons had
to be drawn from Russia’s war on
Ukraine. At the same time, she un-
derlined the importance of boosting
cooperation with Beijing on areas on
which both sides can agree.

One key area would be on the cli-
mate, on which the Asian giant’s coop-
eration would be crucial if the world is
to succeed in limiting warming to 1.5
Celsius. “We obviously see the world
in a completely different way. But in
recognizing that the climate crisis is the
greatest security threat... we have over-
lap with China,” Baerbock said.

“You can’l say thal you wanl lo save
the world’s climate but don't want to
talk to China. That has to be resolved,
that's what we are facing up to and we
can cooperate even more in the areas
where we can work together.” — AFP

MANILA: Chinese Navy Rear Admiral Su Yinsheng (right) and Chmese Ambassa-
dor to the Philippines Huang Xilian (left) greet Chinese nationals after the arrival
of the Chinese naval training ship “Qi Jiguang” in Manila. — AFP

The Duterte government wel-
comed several Chinese navy war-
ships to the Philippines during his
term as president from 2016 to 2022.
He personally set foot on board three
Chinese vessels including a destroy-
er and a [rigale thal docked in his
hometown of Davao City in 2017.

In 2019 three more Chinese navy
vessels, including two missile [rig-
ales, were welcomed Lo Manila by
the Philippines’ then defence secre-
tary. The Qi Jiguang is in Manila un-
til Saturday and will be open to the
public for two hours each day, the
Chinese embassy said. — AFP

where tens of millions of people live.

Scientists have warned that storms are becom-
ing more powerful as the world gets warmer with
climate change. — AFP

TOKYO: Japan Ground Self-Defense Force (GSDF)
chief of staff Yasunori Morishita bows to apologize
at a press conference at the Ministry of Defense in
Tokyo, after a shooting incident occurred earlier in
the day with SDF soldiers at a training range. — AFP

Two killed at
Japan army
training range

TOKYO: A new military recruit shot and killed two
fellow soldiers and wounded a third at a training
range in central Japan on Wednesday, the military
said, with the 18-year-old suspect detained at the
scene. “During a live-bullet exercise as part of new
personnel lraining, one Self-Defense Forces candi-
date fired at three personnel,” the Ground Self-De-
fense Force (GSDF) said in a statement, confirming
two deaths. The shooter was an 18-year-old SDF
candidate who joined the military in April, GSDF
chief of stalf Yasunori Morishita told reporters, add-
ing he was detained on the spot by other soldiers.
“This kind of incident is absolutely unforgivable for
an organization tasked with handling weapons, and
I take it very seriously,” Morishita said.

He said the three victims had been tasked with
training new recruits, including the attacker, at the
range in the city of Gifu, without further elaborating
on their relations. Earlier in the day a local police
spokesman said the suspect, whose identity was
being withheld, had been charged with attempted
murder. The cadet “fired a rifle at the victim with
the intent to kill”, the spokesman said. National
broadcaster NHK reported that one fatality was a
52-year-old supervisor, while the other, and the in-
jured soldier, were both aged 25.

The suspect was quoted by NHK as telling inves-
tigators that he had “aimed at” the supervisor, but
shot the younger victim first because he was stand-
ing in his way. Aerial footage broadcast by the sta-
tion showed military and civilians gathered around
an emergency vehicle and police blocking nearby
roads. Some appeared lo be investigators, wearing
covers over their shoes and hair. A local resident
told NHK he saw several emergency vehicles rush-
ing Lo the area al around 9:30 am (0030 GMT) but
had not heard anything before that. Morishita said
that, as far as he was aware, the last gun-related in-
juries or fatalities caused by GSDF personnel hap-
pened in 1984 at a camp in Yamaguchi.

Recent incidents

The training range is administered by the re-
gion’s Camp Moriyama and is a covered facility of
more than 65,000 square metres. Gun possession
is tightly controlled in Japan, where violent crime is
rare. But several high-profile incidents have rattled
the country over the last year. In July 2022, former
prime minister Shinzo Abe was shot dead on the
campaign trail by a man who allegedly targeted him
over his links to the Unification Church.

The accused assassin, Tetsuya Yamagami, was
due to make his first appearance in court this week,
but the session was cancelled after a package sent
to the facility set off a metal detector. It was later
found Lo conlain no explosives, bul rather a pelition
signed by thousands calling for a lenient sentence
for Yamagami. He has garnered sympathy from
some quarters over the effect his mother’s devo-
tion to the Unification Church had on his family and
childhood. In April, Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
escaped unharmed after a man threw an explosive
device towards him at a campaign event. — AFP



THURSDAY, JUNE 15, 2023

Farmers trying to adapt to new era in agriculture

DAVIDSON: Following repeated droughts, Canadi-
an [armers are lrying lo adapl Lo a new era in agri-
culture marked by a warming world - including by
trapping snow in their fields, planting heat-resistant
crops and seeding earlier in the season. But it’s un-
clear, they are the first to admil, if their slogging will
bear fruit. Squatting in the middle of a canola field in
Alberta, on the western edge of Canada’s vast Prai-
ries region, lan Chitwood surveys the shoots sprout-
ing between long [urrows of black soil.

His battle with the heat has been starting carlier
every year. By planting his crops earlier in the sca-
son, in May, Chitwood aims to “move up the flow-
ering window,” during which the plants are most
vulnerable, in order to protect them from the heat in
June. But what his crops really need in the wake of
a devaslating drought in 2021, he acknowledges, is
mild weather and humid soil.

That drought was a “once in 100 years event,”
says Curtis Rempel of the Canola Council of Canada.
That year, the west of the country sweltered under
record high summer temperatures, with the mercu-
ry reaching 49.6 degrees Celsius (121.3 Fahrenheit).
“It sure had an impact on yields,” reducing them by
50 percent, according to Rempel. Such hits have had
significant impacts on international markets, as Can-
ada exports 90 percent of its canola harvest - used
mostly for cooking oil and biodiesel fuel.

Water management

Most canola crops are grown without requiring ir-
rigalion in the Prairies, the nation’s agricultural heart-
land spanning nearly 1.8 million square kilometers
(695,000 square miles). But the region is sensilive to
droughts, whose frequency and severity have been
steadily increasing. In this region, explains Phillip
Harder, a hydrology researcher at the Universily of
Saskatchewan, in Saskatoon, “crop production relies
on water that accumulates throughout the year.” In
other words, snow that accumulates over winter and

AIRDRIE: Farmer lan Chitwood walks at his farm near Air

soaks into the ground during the spring thaw. But
howling winds over fields thal strelch as far as the
eve can see have been blowing away much of that
snow of late. Some farmers have turned to a centu-
ry-old solution of planting trees in and around their
fields to trap the snow. “In the wintertime when the
snow blows it catches in the trees, and then it slow-
ly soaks into the ground,” explains Stuart Dougan, a
69-year-old farmer with a weather-bealen face.

In the spring and summer, the trees provide further
shelter from the wind “so it’s nol Laking the moisture
from the crops,” he adds. Trees may pose new chal-
lenges, however, as modern agricultural equipment is

KANDALI: Farmers walk amidst a Iocusts swarm near a wheat field at Kandali area in Sholgara district, Balkh
province. Hundreds of thousands of locusts have descended on crops in northern Afghanistan, under the help-

less gaze of farmers and their families already stalked by famine.

Locusts plague
precious crops
in Afghanistan

KANDALI: Hundreds of thousands of locusts have
descended on crops in northern Afghanistan, under
the helpless gaze of farmers and their families al-
ready slalked by famine. In the village of Kandali in
northern Balkh, one of eight affected provinces in the
country’s breadbaskel, a staggering swarm of grey
insects has amassed on a fallow wheat field.

After feasting on the harvest they laid eggs Lo
hatch anew next spring, continuing a cycle of de-
struclion in a nation where nine in 10 families already
struggle to afford food, according to the UN. “They
eat everything that is green: wheat, peas, sesame,”
Baz Mohammad, the representative of Kandali vil-
lage, told AFP. Desperate farmers used nets to sweep
up the plague of Moroccan Locusts — one of the
world’s most voracious pests — before burying them
in trenches, but their numbers are still multiplying.

“We walk with hungry stomachs to kill the lo-
custs. If we don’t kill them, our agriculture will be
ruined,” Mohammad said. This year’s outbreak could
destroy 1.2 million tons of wheat, a quarter of the an-
nual harvest, at a loss of up to $480 million, accord-
ing Lo the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organizalion
(FAO). Afghanistan is facing its third conseculive
year of drought, with farmers in Kandali reporting
no rains since March, which could have helped wash
away Lhe bugs.

“Harvesl forecasts this year are the best we have
seen for the last three years,” FAO Afghanistan rep-
resentative Richard Trenchard said last month. “But

- AFP

this outbreak threatens to destroy all these recent
gains and dramalically worsen the food insecuri-
Ly siluation later this year and into next year.” The
agency said conditions were “perfect” for locusts
with “overgrazing, drought and very limited control
measures”. The last tlwo major infeslations, which
took place 20 and 40 years ago, cost the country an
estimated eight percent and 25 percent of produc-
tion, respectively.

Worse to come

The head of locust control at the provincial agri-
cultural ministry, Sifatullah Azizi, said 7,000 heclares
(17,000 acres) of land has been lrealed chemically
and manually, but it is not enough. “We have acted
within our means.To eradicate them you need a bud-
get, to hire workers, pay for fuel, products,” he told
AFP.

Afghanistan’s economy, already battered by de-
cades ol war, has been mired in crisis after billions
of dollars in international aid were cut following the
Taliban government’s lakeover in August 2021. Eco-
nomic output has collapsed and nearly 85 percent of
the country lives in povertly, according to the latest
report from the United Nations Development Pro-
gram. “Afghanistan used Lo have a very strong locust
control system in place. But this has been heavily
eroded in the last two years,” Trenchard said.

If left untreated, the population of Moroccan lo-
custs could increase 100-fold next year, the FAO has
warned. Farmer Abdul Raqib Kazimi, who provides
for sixteen family members, said 60 to 70 percent
of his land has been destroyed, including fodder for
cattle. “We need to feed ourselves. If there is no
wheal, there is no flour,” the 38-year-old said. “I am
very worried as these locusts are laying eggs in this
area so nexl year again it will be out of my control
and out of the control of my villagers.” - AFP
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, Alberta, Canada. Planting earller, savmg snow, using seeds that are more re3|stant to heat Canadlan farmers
are fumbling for solutions to recurrent droughts, aware of the|r limited room for maneuver. — AFP

much bulkier than in the 1930s when one could more
casily plow around a tree trunk, points out Harder.
Alternatively, he recommends when harvesting crops
to cut the plants higher on the stem, leaving longer
“stubble” sticking out of the ground to “increase
snow retention.”

Turning to science
“We've always looked to keep as much stubble
in place to catch the snow and reduce evaporation
rales,” says Saskalchewan farmer Rob Stone. He, like
many Canadian farmers, stopped plowing his fields
in the 1990s for this very purpose. He’s now experi-

Drought-parched
Uruguay hunts for
underground water

MONTEVIDEO: Drought-parched Uruguay is
thirsty, and in one of the main leafy parks of its
capital a new sight is appearing: heavy equipment
drilling in an emergency quest for more water. For
the past 10 days, the noisy machinery has added to
the urban soundscape. “You always have to have a
Plan B,” said Valeria Arballo, a geologist supervis-
ing the hunt for underground water. AFP caught
up with her in Batlle Park, a 150-acre (60 hectare)
green “lung” in the capital that is the site of Esta-
dio Centenario, the historic palace of football that
was the main stadium for the 1930 World Cup.

Now, noisy heavy equipment seeks to tap un-
derground [resh waler known Lo be there, even-
tually to supply local hospitals and schools. “The
drilling is being done in the city of Montevideo
due to the waler crisis,” says Arballo, project di-
rector of the Underground Water Division of OSE,
the state potable water enterprise.

Two new wells - one 138-feel deep (42 melers)
and the other 300 feel (90 melers) - are already
producing water, which is treated before human
consumption. Others may soon be drilled. Mon-
tevideo, a city of 1.8 million, has traditionally re-
lied on surface water. But the past three years of
drought have been the worst in seven decades of
record keeping, so OSE decided to tap its under-
ground supply.

menting with new genetically modified seeds that he
says hold hope for the future of canola. Four small
flags in the middle of his fields mark a test crop.

“As we find ones that are more tolerant (to heat),
we will crossbreed them to make a new (plant) pop-
ulation,” explains Greg Gingera, a genelics research-
er. Also in the works, adds Rempel, are several com-
panies looking to develop “biologicals or bacteria or
fungi that you add to the soil or spray on top of the
plant to confer stress tolerance.” But it will be seven
to eight years before a product is likely ready to be
commercialized and widely available, he says. In the
meantime, farmers will have to make do. — AFP

‘You can’t drink it’

As the drilling gels underway, lanker lrucks car-
rving fresh water from a plant east of Montevideo
arrive al Batlle Park, where it is then transferred Lo
smaller trucks and moved on Lo health clinics and
other institutions in need. The main source for Mon-
tevideo’s fresh water is the Paso Severino reservoir,
50 miles (85 kilometers) north of the capital. But it is
now al historic lows.

On June 7, the reservoir contained 4.4 million cu-
bic meters of waler, a tiny fraction of its 67 million
cubic meter capacily, according to official figures.
Montevideo consumes an average ol 550,000 cubic
meters daily. To forestall running dry, OSE now mixes
brackish water taken from siles near the River Plate
with the Paso Severino water - to the displeasure of
consumers. “IL is very sally and somelimes is really
cloudy. You can’t drink it,” said Marcelo Fernandez,
43, an employee at a shopping center.

Bottled water bonanza

This week, health authorities prolonged until July
20 emergency authorization permitting higher levels
of sodium and chlorides in water. They also allowed
the temporary increase of trihalomethanes (THMs),
chemical compounds that form when water is disin-
fected with chlorine and which are harmful if con-
sumed over decades. “It is absolutely certain that an
increase in THMs for 45 days will nol harm health,”
Karina Rando, the nation’s health minister, told the
media. A 6.25-liter bottle of purified water costs about
$3.40 in Montevideo, and sales have soared. Year-on-
year sales climbed 224 percent in May, according to
a private study published this week. And no rain is
imminent at least through June 19, forecasters say. Ar-
ballo says rain would be “a relief” but the drilling for
underground waler supplies will go on. — AFP

MONTEVIDEQ: Workers of the state-owned water company Obras Sanitarias del Estado (OSE) drill boreholes to
extract water, in a park of Montevideo. The water deficit situation in the metropolitan area of Montevideo, Uru-
guay’s most populous, remains ‘very critical’, estimating that freshwater reserves for the capital and surround-
ing areas will run out shortly if it does not rain. — AFP
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Global outlook improves
but uncertainties remain

KUWAIT: The growth outlook for most advanced
economies has improved in the last few months,
with chances of recession narrowing, as consumer
spending has exhibited strong resilience in spite of
high-interest rates and elevated inflation. Fallout
from the recent banking crisis has dissipated, with
no major delerioralion seen in credil conditions fol-
lowing bank flailures.

The US debt-ceiling impasse has also been re-
solved with no significant repercussions except mi-
nor government spending culs in [uture and some
uncertainty over the impact of large ‘catch up’ gov-
ernment debt issuance. Consumer price inflation
has receded sharply from record highs in key de-
veloped markets, though core inflation has proven
stubborn, underpinning continued tight monetary
policies. China’s post-COVID economic recovery
has been disappointingly uneven, influencing ex-
ternal balances for many countries and arguably oil
prices, too.

US economic outlook

Recent US economic indicators have been mixed
but not vet consistent with an impending recession.
Additionally, the fallout from the banking crisis has
seemingly stabilized with no material alterations in
liquidity conditions in the country since March. The
government also resolved the weeks-long debt-
deal impasse with opposition lawmakers in the
usual and f[rustratingly “last-minute” manner that
helped avert a catastrophic default by suspending
the federal debt ceiling and capping non-defense
discretionary spending.

Meanwhile, consumer pricing pressures contin-
ue Lo subside, but with still-tight labor markel. The
Fed’s job now appears more complicated, consid-
ering the Treasury’s upcoming large post-debt deal
bond issuance that should further squeeze liquidity.
Economic growth during 1023 was revised upwards
to 1.3% g/q (annualized) from 1.1% earlier, on up-
grades to private fixed investments and personal
consumption, though still slowed from 2.6 % in 4Q22.

Meanwhile, retail sales, industrial production and
personal spending in April all improved from the
previous month, while growth in durable goods or-
ders, although slowing m/m, came in sharply better
than expected. The housing market, which saw steep
softening in the last few quarters, seems to have sta-
bilized, with rising new home sales, building permits
and housing starts, while residential property prices
rose in March for the second consecutive month by
1.5% m/m after seven straight months of decline.

However, ISM PMI and University of Michigan
consumer confidence indices have ebbed in re-
cenl months, underscoring an unclear economic
outlook. Employment data have largely been sol-
id, with payrolls and new job openings increasing
more Lhan forecasl, and slowing but still-decent
wage growth. Still, the unemployment rate ticked
up in May to a seven-month high of 3.7% from
3.4% earlier, while weekly jobless claims data are
trending Lenlatively higher.

Meanwhile, price pressures continue to soften,
with CPI inflation in May moderating to a two-year
low of 4% y/y and the core rate easing to 5.3% vy/y.
Energy prices fell but growth in shelter prices ac-
celerated and used car prices jumped on a month-
ly basis, implying an uneven outlook. A mixed bag
ol data makes the Fed’s job even trickier. The bank
could opt for a pause in rate hikes in its upcoming

NBK receives
two awards

KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait
(NBK) has been recognized by Global
Finance with two awards, with Group
Digital Office being awarded as the
“Best Financial Innovation Lab in Ku-
wait for 2023” and the banks’ innova-
tive solutions being awarded the “Top
Innovations in Finance for 2023” at the
magazine’s prestigious annual event,
The Innovators. This acknowledgment
is determined based on feedback from
a distinguished panel of experts, an-
alysts, consultants, and global corpo-
rale execulives.

The awards highlight the leading
players and emerging trends in bank-
ing innovalion and have become one
of the premier awards in the field. This
year marks the third year in a row of
claiming the “Best Financial Innovation
Lab in Kuwait for 2023” award, demon-
strating its pioneering role as the first
Kuwaiti bank to champion innovation,
both domestically and regionally.

NBK’s commitment to digital is
a central tenet and adopts a holis-
tic approach, from expanding their
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meeling, after raising the policy rate by 25 bps to
a range of 5.0-5.25% in May — its 10th hike of the
current cycle. That said, any such move may prove
temporary if the labor market remains hot and/or
inflation decelerales only slowly, while rate culs
could also be delayed.

The Euro-zone officially slipped into recession
last quarter as revised data show GDP fell by 0.1%
q/q each in 4Q22 and 1Q23. A mild winter helped
escape a deeper downturn, though. There is some
optimism over the outlook however, with the Euro-
pean Commission nudging up its forecast for 2023
growth to 1.1% from 0.9% in February.

GDP is expected to rebound in Q2 as the services
seclor leads the recovery, evident in the latest PMI
readings. The composite PMI remained in expan-
sion mode but moderated to 52.8 in May from 54.1
in April, mainly driven by services (55.1), while man-
ufacluring contracted even further (44.8). Headline
inflation has been subsiding, while core inflation has
also started lo ease, suggesting the ECB may not
have to raise rates aggressively over this summer.

A weakening in the German economy has been
driving the slowdown in manufacturing over the
past period as the country fell into recession, with
output shrinking 0.3% q/q during Q1, marking the
second consecutive quarter of negative growth.
France, on the other hand, expanded by 0.2% on
a posilive contribution from net trade and a lower
negalive contribution from domestic demand. Italy
also grew by 0.5%, mainly driven by strong growth
in services (especially tourism).

As for the UK, even though it has been posting
positive economic growth, it continues to lag major
economies within and outside Europe. The outlook
will continue to be supported by government in-
vestment and spending, including energy bill sup-
port measures. CPI inflation moved down to 8.7%
v/y for April from 10% in January, but the core rate
worryingly rose to 6.8% versus 5.8% in January. A
tight job market is supporting higher wage growth,
which in turn is pushing companies to raise prices —
one of the explanations for sticky core prices. The
Bank of England is expected to continue raising pol-
icy rates (currently 4.5%) through the summer, and
rates could peak around 5.5% by year-end.

Tourism lifts Japan
Japan’s prospects have wavered amid robust do-
mestic consumption and improving tourism, while
manufacluring has been sluggish as external de-
mand, especially from China, remains fragile. GDP
in 1Q23 surprised on the upside, with annualized
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growth of 2.7% q/q versus 1.9% expected. Higher
private consumption (due somewhat to tourism ac-
tivities) and a surge in capital expenditure drove the
outperformance despite shrinking external demand.

The number of foreign tourists climbed to 2mn
(+7% m/m) in April — a post-pandemic high, but
still a third below the pre-COVID level. The PMI
services survey has been continuously rising since
the beginning of this year, indicaling solid local de-
mand and sharply recovering inbound tourism ac-
tivities. The manufacturing surveys also show some
improvement, having moved above the no-change
zone in May, a first in seven months.

Meanwhile, inflation (all items excluding [resh
food) reversed course in April and increased to
3.4% from 3.1% in March. The belter-than-expect-
ed economic growth in QI and inflation exceeding
the Bank of Japan's (BoJ) 2% target have fueled
speculation of a pivol in monetary policy (towards
tighter policy) happening sooner than anticipated.

However, wage growth — another crilical gauge
tracked by the Bo]J that can help sustain higher infla-
tion — has been broadly decelerating in 2023. More-
over, with falling real wages, the outlook on private
consumption is moderating, which could provide
additional reasons for the BoJ to maintain its ul-
tra-loose policies. It seems unlikely that the BoJ will
make a shift in its upcoming meeting later this week.

China’s economy

China’s economy slarled 2023 on a solid note,
with GDP growing by 4.5% y/y in 1023, compos-
ite PMI readings soaring Lo record levels by March,
and services activities and retail sales rebounding.
However, since then, the post-COVID recovery has
started losing steam, with shrinking manufacturing
activities and lackluster consumption. The official
manufacturing PMI sank to its lowest level in four
months in May (48.8) amid a frail global outlook.

Compounding the matter was softer domestic
demand, which saw imports shrink by 4.5% y/y in
May and CPI inflation ease to 0.2% y/y, with PPI
remaining in deflation since Oclober 2022. Amid
weaker global demand, exports also fell 7.5% y/y
in May. Youth unemployment rates soared to record
levels (20.4%) in April, three months belore ils sea-
sonal peak in July, in which 11.6 million new gradu-
ates are expected to enter the labor market, boding
ill for employment trends.

The softening economy has reversed capital
flows, and the yuan has given back some reopen-
ing-related gains against the dollar. Meanwhile,
hopes of a rebound in the real estate sector remain

! ‘

Mohammed Al-Othman, CEO of Consumer & Digital Banking Group, with the Group Digital Office (GDC) team.

Llion with many new [ealures Lo come.
Global Finance’s Innovators Awards
honor innovalive inslitutions — ex-
ceptional labs, banks and FinTech
from seven global regions (Africa,
Asia Pacific, Central & Eastern Eu-
rope, Latin America, the Middle East,
North America and Western Europe).
This annual awards program recogniz-
es enlities that regularly identify new
paths and design new tools in finance.
Global Finance, founded in 1987, is one
of the most reputable magazines spe-
cializing in finance and economics. It
has a circulation of 50,000 readers in
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shaky as developers’ investment declined despite
a pickup in residential property sales. Additional
worries stem [rom local governments’ ballooned
financial liabilities, which have come under height-
ened stress on poor fiscal revenues following a
downturn in the property market, foretelling wide-
spread defaults.

The government is apparently working on roll-
ing out additional measures to revive the property
sector, including lowering payment requirements
and reducing mortgage rates. The People’s Bank of
China had cul the reserve requirement ratio for big
banks in March by 25bps, though as signs of easing
economic aclivily intensified thereafter, the bank
also reduced rates on short-term loans this week, a
usual precursor to lowering the key policy rate in its
upcoming meeting.

India’s GDP growth

India’s GDP growth accelerated more than fore-
cast in the final quarter of FY22/23 (fiscal ending
March) to 6.1% from 4.5% in Q3. A rebound in gov-
ernment spending and robust growth in private in-
vestment led Lo a sharp rise in output. For FY22/23
overall, GDP grew by 7.2%, higher than the previ-
ously estimated 7%. The government has relained
its forecast of around 6.5% growth for the current
fiscal year, with risks being “evenly balanced” now.
Recent indicators point towards an uneven momen-
tum, though. The latest PMI surveys have been solid
(near their record-highs), underpinning continued
strong business activity.

In contrast, growth in indirect tax collections has
slowed, while private consumption has been muted.
Moreover, the adverse impacl ol delayed and pos-
sibly below-optimal monsoon rains may be felt later
this year, resulting in curtailed agricultural output
and softer demand in the rural belt. On the brighter
side, a general election next year should propel gov-
ernment spending higher on populist measures in
the coming months, somewhat offsetting the weaker
privale consumplion.

Consumer price inflation has been moderating,
with price growth slowing to a 25-month low of
4.3% in May from 4.7% in April, as food inflation
softened to 2.9% from 3.8 %. However, food inflation
may reverse course if grain output takes a big hit in
case of a below-normal monsoon season this year.
That said, the Reserve Bank of India has maintained
a pause (repo rate at 6.5%) in its last two policy
meelings, signaling continuation of tight monetary
conditions, despite modestly lowering its inflation
outlook for this year to 5.1%.

product line-up to guaranteeing the
best user experience for customers.
Thus, NBK established Group Digi-
tal Office (GDO), as an internal digital
transformation agency and innovalion
lab. GDO supports and fosters digi-
lal change in close collaboration with
business units and other stakeholders.
This is achieved through accelerating
digital iniliatives, consolidaling lalent,
and bringing new ideas through Fin-
tech partnerships.

The unit accomplishes this by
combining the Digital Products &
Services Team, the Design Cenler,
and the Innovation Team into one co-
hesive leam, by ulilizing agile work-
flow, design thinking, and global re-
search mechanisms, NBK facilitates

the acceleration of the comprehensive
digital roadmap. NBK continues to
engage with numerous startups and
FinTech companies worldwide, en-
abling the bank to source new innova-
tions to deliver to customers, expand-
ing NBK’s digital offering. Moreover,
the conslant analysis and circulatlion
of global trends is a key responsibility
of GDO, informing the organizalion
aboul upcoming innovations and fa-
cilitaling knowledge transfer.

On the other hand, NBK received
“Top Innovations in Finance for 2023”
award for its novel digital solutions,
Digital Investment Engagement, and
the New NBK Mobile Banking Appli-
cation which was recently launched
this year to provide customers a us-

er-friendly, personalized, and more
convenient banking experience. As
the NBK Mobile Application is the
mosl essential tool for customers
and their most intimate connection
with NBK day-to-day, the new ap-
plication was created to put NBK
customers at the central part of the
innovation process.

Customer feedback was taken into
account across all journeys, meaning
several experiences throughout the
app required changes. Employing De-
sign Thinking allowed NBK to empa-
thize with the end user’s experiences,
and using Agile Methodology enabled
the growth of the project week-by-
week. With customers at the heart, we
are exciled Lo build upon this founda-

193 countries, including senior corpo-
rate and financial officers responsible
for making investment and strategic
decisions at multinational companies
and financial inslitutions.

The magazine conducls various
surveys annually about innovation and
profitability for banks and financial
institutions all over the world, based
on which it selects top performers on
the regional and international levels.
For more information about Global
Finance World’s Best Financial Inno-
vation Labs Award for 2023 and “Top
Innovations in Finance for 2023”7, you
can visit their website: https://www.
gfmag.com/media/press-releases/
global-finance-names-worlds-best-fi-
nancial-innovation-labs

UK economy
returns to
modest growth

LONDON: The UK economy relurned Lo
modest growth in April on strong consumer
spending, official data showed Wednesday,
stoking hopes it will avoid recession despite
high inflation and rising interest rates. Gross
domestic product increased by 0.2 per-
cent in April following a fall of 0.3 percent
in March, the Office for National Statistics
said in a slalemenl. Aclivity was boosled
by consumer expenditure on shopping and
hospitality, while the reading was in line with
markel expectations.

“GDP bounced back after a weak March,”
said ONS director of economic slalis-
tics Darren Morgan. “Bars and pubs had a
comparatively strong April, while car sales
rebounded and education partially recov-
ered [rom the effect of the previous month’s
strikes.” The British economy was 0.3 per-
cent larger than its pre-pandemic level. Fi-
nance minister Jeremy Hunl welcomed the
upbeat data but cautioned over the outlook.
“We are growing the economy,” Hunt said in
response. “But high growth needs low infla-
tion,” he added.

UK annual inflation slowed Lo a 13-month
low in April, but remains elevated at 8.7 per-
cenl as soaring food prices olfsel weaker
energy coslts. Official data for May is due
next week. The Bank of England last month
lifted its key interest rate Lo 4.50 percent, ils
12th increase in a row, and is widely expect-
ed to hike again next week in a bid to tame
stubbornly high consumer prices. “Persistent
inflation and higher interest rates continue to
constrain the UK economy, yet April marked
a welcome return to growth,” said Jack
Sirell, partner at global financial services
firm Ebury. “The likelihood of recession con-
tinues Lo [ade,” he added. — AFP
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IMF and World Bank ‘key
counterweights to China’

Yellen seeks congressional support for US to lend more money

JASHINGTON: US Treasury Secre-
tary Janet Yellen said Tuesday that in-
ternational financial institutions like the
IMF and World Bank “reflect American
values” and serve as key counterweights
Lo “unsuslainable lending [rom others like
China.” Speaking before the House Fi-
nancial Services Commillee, she sought
congressional support for the United
States to lend more money to such orga-
nizations, going towards helping devel-
oping countries.

“Our leadership at these institutions
is one of the core ways of engaging with
emerging markets and developing coun-
tries,” Yellen told lawmakers. Assistance
from international financial institutions
comes “with strong requirements for
governance, accounlability, and debt

important counterweight to nontranspar-
enl, unsuslainable lending [rom others
like China,” she added. Yellen’s comments
come al a lime ol heightened Lensions be-
tween the world’s two biggest economies,
and both are also jostling for influence in
the developing world.

For now, Yellen said US authorilies
sought permission to continue partic-
ipating in the International Monetary
FFund’s “New Arrangements Lo Borrow,” a
backstop to the fund’s resources, and also
seeks permission to lend up to $21 billion
to two IMF funds. Yellen also said she
did not think China should qualify for the
World Bank’s loans, and that Washington
would nol vole in favor of the bank lend-
ing Lo China. Asked about Yellen’s com-
ments that international financial institu-

foreign ministry spokesman said: “The
IMF is not the IMF of the United States,
nor is the World Bank for that matter.”
US authorities have also worked to
convince other countries to cease such
funding. On securily issues, Yellen said:
“We are looking at potential restrictions
on outbound investment, that could per-
tain to private equity firms that invest in
Chinese firms with connections to their
military.” “We are worried about poten-
tial national security risks,” she said. But
she stressed it is not in America’s interest
to stifle the Chinese people’s econom-
ic progress. “I think we gain in trying to
gain [rom trade and investment that is as
open as possible, and it would be disas-
trous for us to attempt to decouple from
China. De-risk, yes. Decouple? Absolute-

suslainabilily,” she said. “Il serves as an

tions reflect American values, a Chinese
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Mai Al-Owaish, Chief
Data Officer Gulf Bank

Gulf Bank celebrates
70 new data
ambassadors

KUWAIT: As part of the bank’s successful
digital transformation journey, and its keenness
to develop and enhance the skills of its em-
ployees, Gulf Bank has concluded the second
edition of its Data Ambassadors program — the
first of its kind data and analylics program in
Kuwait. The program aims to up skill, and em-
power, employees to use advanced data sci-
ence, which was developed by Kuwaitis within
the bank, and approved by world-famous dala
expert, Dr Thomas Redman.

On this occasion, Gulf Bank’s Chief Data
Officer (CDO), Mai Al-Owaish, said, “We are
pleased with the 70 Gulf Bank employees who
gradualed from the second Dala Ambassadors
program, increasing the total number of grad-
uates from the first and second edition to 210.
We are very proud of the various talents within
the bank.” She added: “The Data Ambassadors
Program is part of Gulf Bank’s 2025 strategy,
which aims to consolidate Gulf Bank’s leading
position as the Kuwaiti Bank of the Future.
The program also falls in line with the national
development plan, Kuwait Vision 2035, which
considers the development of human Llalent as
one of its main pillars.”

Al-Owaish also indicated that Gulf Bank
is keen to empower its human talent across
various disciplines, in light of the pivotal role
that data plays in various sectors and fields.
The program aims to help employees benefit
from data — providing them with the tools and
knowledge Lo extract ideas and information
elficiently, whilst maintaining dala integrily
and quality.

She added: “At Gulf Bank, we [irmly be-
lieve that our employees are the foundation
of our success, and the secret behind our ex-
cellence. That is why we invesl in them, lrain
them and provide them with new skills to keep
pace with the requirements of the job market,
and the conlinuous changes wilnessed by the
banking industry.”

She continued stating: “We are working to
invest in integrated technological solutions
Lo facilitate digital transformation within the
bank and beyond, by spreading data culture.
Gulf Bank is proud to have demonstrated a
dynamic response to the digital requirements
that the banking induslry is wilnessing both
locally and globally.” Al-Owaish concluded:
“We are proud to develop our in-house tal-
ents in various digital disciplines such as data
science and cybersecurily, and we are excil-
ed to reap the many benefits that result from
encouraging our employees to build their
critical thinking abilities and learn how Lo use,
and manage, dala science.”

Gull Bank’s vision is Lo be the leading Ku-
waili Bank of the Future. The Bank is constant-
ly engaging and empowering its employees as
part of an inclusive and diversified workplace
in recognition of every employee’s role in de-
livering customer excellence and serving the
communily al large. With ils exlensive nel-
work of branches and innovative digital ser-
vices, Gulf Bank is able to give ils customers
the choice of how and where to conduct their
banking transaclions, all while ensuring a sim-
ple and seamless banking experience.

Gulf Bank is committed to maintaining ro-
bust developments in sustainability at environ-
menlal, social and governance levels through
diverse suslainabilily iniliatives, strategically
selected to benefit the Bank both internally
and externally. Gulf Bank supports Kuwait Vi-
sion 2035 “New Kuwait” and works with vari-
ous parlies Lo achieve it.

Al Muzaini Exchange
Company opens its
130th branch in Kuwait

KUWAIT: The number one money exchange
company in Kuwait, Al Muzaini Exchange Compa-
ny, opened its 130th branch in Kuwait in Fahaheel
on June 13, 2023. This opening was extremely sig-
nificant and the rapid expansion reflects the com-
pany’s endeavor to always be near its customers.
It also reinforces the company’s commitment to
providing the highest qualily of financial services
such as money transfers, foreign currency ex-
change and bill payments with convenience, com-
fort and salety and at the most compelilive prices,
seven days a week.

General Manager of Al Muzaini Exchange Com-
pany Hugh Fernandes, and the company’s depart-
menl managers and various senior personnel, in-
augurated the new branch in Fahaheel. Fernandes
stated: “We take great pride in strengthening our
leading position in the local market and always
place focus in ensuring that we provide the best
financial services’ experience to our customers in
order to meet all their money transfer needs. We

Injazzat redefines
commercial excellence
with Catamaran Tower

KUWAIT: Injazzal Real Estate Development
proudly unveils its latest commercial project,
Catamaran Tower, in Kuwait City. The Cata-
maran Tower enjoys a distinctive location that
greatly facilitates and ensures seamless and
easy access for business owners, inveslors,
and visitors. Calamaran promises lo deliv-
er a distinctive and exceptional business ex-
perience, positioning occupants in a class of
their own among other businesses in the city.
This prestigious project reflects the company’s
commilment o mainlaining a pioneering path,
calering to the evolving needs ol businesses
and individuals seeking bespoke spaces.
Catamaran Tower represents a slrategic
investment and development opportunity
for Injazzal Real Estate Development and its
stakeholders. Catamaran Tower’s distinctive
architecture was thoughtfully developed by
Dar Al Jazera Consultants and the main con-

ly not,” she said. — AFP

| )

always wanl Lo slay Lrue Lo our mission; Lo always
be near to our customers and to add to their con-
venience and the opening of our 130th branch is
another step in that direction.”

The company always strives to make its financial
services accessible to all. In addition to its strong
network of branches, Al Muzaini application pro-

tractor of the construction agreement has
been recently awarded to Sadeem Al-Ku-
wait for General Trading and Contracting
Company.

The slogan of Catamaran Tower, “In a Class
of Your Own,” encapsulates the essence of this
exceptional commercial project. The Tower is
situated on Omar Bin Al Khattab Street, fea-
turing a total of 44 floors, including six floors
dedicated to parking, providing utmost conve-
nience for tenants and visitors in and out of the
offices within the Tower.

Catamaran’s architectural design exempli-
fies elegance and modernily, seamlessly blend-
ing with the urban landscape of Kuwait City.
The striking facade and meticulously designed
interior spaces create an inviting and inspir-
ing atmosphere for employees, clients, and
visitors. Catamaran provides a diverse range
of commercial spaces to suit businesses of all
sizes, including the desired privacy of services
for each space.

Injazzal Real Eslale contlinues to demon-
strate its dedication to delivering innovative
and high-quality real estate solutions that meet
the evolving needs of businesses and investors
with full commitment to the trust and develop-
menl standards desired and needed.

WASHINGTON: US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen testifies before the House Financial Services
Committee at the Rayburn House Office Building on June 13, 2023 in Washington, DC. — AFP

vides simple and safe financial solutions and is
packed with plenty of valuable features such as:
Availability in all digital platforms, new customer
registralion, the abilily lo add a new beneficiary
and benefits from the Western Union service and
Visa Direct services that makes it possible for you
Lo transfer anywhere, anylime.

Ubisolft sets sights

on VR, Al shakeups
in future of gaming

LOS ANGELES: French videogame
titan Ubisolt is eyeing artificial intel-
ligence and virtual reality as the next
big things in gaming, ils chiel execulive
said, especially ahead of the release
of Apple’s new mixed reality headset.
Ubisolt has long been known to lake
chances on new gaming innovations -
the company launched an early part-
nership with Nintendo on its 2006
sensation the Wii console. Now, ahead
of next year’s release of Apple’s Vision
Pro headset, Ubisoft chief executive
Yves Guillemot is ready to make an-
other bet on the future of gaming -
that virtual realily is around the corner.

After a decade that saw the revo-
lutionary rise of free-to-play smart-
phone games and titles streamed
directly from the internet cloud, Guil-
lemot thinks VR is likely to be the
next major industry disruptor. “VR is
eventually going to happen,” he told
AFP Monday at a company showcase
event in Los Angeles. “Apple investing
massively in the field is fantastic for all
of us,” he added. With Vision Pro, Ap-
ple joins Facebook’s Meta, which had
been the driving force behind VR vid-
co games, in lobbying studios to adapt
versions of hit titles for its virtual real-
ity Quest device. “Apple’s commitment
and investment will take that industry

to a new level,” said Guillemot, and
Ubisoft “for sure” envisions develop-
ing games for the Vision Pro one day.
“It's going Lo come,” Guillemol said, as
soon as enough of the $3,500 head-
sels are in users’ hands.

Expanding horizons

Designing games for new platforms
“doesn’t always work out perfectly,”
warned consumer behavior analysis firm
Circana’s execulive direclor of videog-
ames Mat Piscatella. “But, by supporting
new markel entrants, Ubisoft is usually
well-positioned should that new prod-
uct or service type succeed, and plac-
ing many bels seems o have generally
worked out pretty well for the company
over the years,” the analyst said.

And in an era of consolidation in the
game induslry, Piscatella praised Ubi-
sofls diversificalion strategy as the com-
pany broadens its entertainment offer-
ings. CEO Guillemot said Ubisoft would
continue to expand into film and TV
streaming content. Ubisoft is behind the
AppleTV hit “Mythic Quest,” a comedy
series set - naturally - in a video game
studio. And on Monday, the company an-
nounced that its animated series “Captain
Laserhawk: A Blood Dragon Remix” will
debut on Netflix later this year.

The series is set in “a dystopian, cy-
berpunk version of 1992” and features
versions of characters from Ubisoft
games. “The goal here is lo make sure
that our brands can reach more players
all over the world,” Guillemot told AFP.
“Being on Nelllix or Amazon Prime or
other networks can make those brands
better known and let everyone in the

LOS ANGELES: People attend the Ubisoft Forward livestream event in Los An-
geles, California. The event features a look at upcoming Ubisoft games. — AFP

world participate in our creations.” At
the Los Angeles event Monday, Ubisoft
also announced a free-lo-play version
of its blockbuster “Assassin’s Creed”
[ranchise, along with a virtual realily ver-
sion of the game compatible with Meta’s
Quest gear. In addition, Ubisoll teased
a video game spun off the blockbuster
“Avatar” movies as well as a “Star Wars
Outlaws” title made with LucasFilm.

Al games
Also on deck to shake up the world of
video games is artificial intelligence, said
Guillemot. He said he sees generative Al
as a “fantastic opportunity,” especially
given how eagerly users have taken lo the
technology since the Microsoft-backed

ChalGPT bol was released late last year.
“Its like inventing the mouse for the person-
al computer, it changed everything,” Guil-
lemot said. “Games are going to be more
intelligent; as creators of games, we have
Lo see how close we can gel lo whal exisls
in real life.” For example, a game might use
generative Al to tap into computing power
stored in the cloud, giving every characler
inits universe a spontaneous life of its own -
players could encounter these personalities
the same way they might meet a stranger on
the street in the real world. “Video games
(are) a $200 billion industry today because
we've always surprised gamers with new
things,” Guillemot said. “Gen Al and VR
and cloud will make the industry even more
altractive and fun.” — AFP
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‘Joys of life’: Hong Kong food
traditions endure in city of flux

Thursday, June 15,2023

This photo taken on May 3, 2023 shows Lui Ming, the 93-year-old owner of Ming Shan Steel Bamboo Recepta-
cles, making one of his bamboo steamers at his factory in Hong Kong. — AFP photos

Kong workshop, dark-framed glasses perched

on his nose, Lui Ming deftly assembles a
bamboo steamer, a utensil essential to Cantonese
cooking. It's a craft the 93-year-old has been per-
fecting for seven decades, and steamers like his are
an indispensable part of yum cha, the Cantonese
brunch involving tea and dim sum — perhaps the
most prized culinary ritual in the city.

The circular bamboo baskets are ferried in small
trolleys around yum cha restaurants, filled with bite-
sized dumplings and other delicacies. “My only hob-
bies are yum cha and Cantonese opera,” Lui tells
AFP while twisting thin strips of bamboo to build the
single most important dim sum-making tool. “Those
are the joys of my life.”

Hong Kong is equally acclaimed for its fine dining
restaurants and its street-side eateries, and the en-
during use of handwoven steamers in both is part of
a set of unique food traditions that have shaped its
culinary landscape for generations. As in many mod-
ern metropoles, the flow of commerce in the finance
hub brings constant change, but Hong Kong’s cui-
sine remains wedded to a network of traditions that
residents view as staunch markers of local identity.

“Bamboo steamers absorb moisture and there
won’t be condensation (on the lid),” Lui explains,
adding that metal or plastic versions would never
pass as part of an authentic yum cha experience
in Hong Kong. But he does add steel around the
bamboo rim to make his steamers more durable and
improve insulation, an innovation he says he pio-

Bent over a low bench in his cluttered Hong

A chef prepares roasted duck at a restaurant.

A bamboo steamer of Yum Cha, Cantonese brunch
involving tea and dim sum.

neered. “For steaming buns, there is no substitute.”

Hong Kong institutions

Liu’s shop is located on Shanghai Street, a his-
toric stretch of road in Hong Kong’s Kowloon district
that is a treasure trove of kitchenware and utensils.
One block north is Chan Chi Kee cutlery — a fam-
ily-run Hong Kong institution more than 100 years
old. Retired craftsman Chan, who is part of the
clan that runs the shop and now in his 80s, spends
much of his time there. He started forging cleavers
when he was around 15 years old as part of the al-
ready-established family business.

“I was given a piece of metal and shaped it into a
knife,” he says, giving only his surname. “It was on
the mountainside in the squatter huts... But eventual-

This photo taken on May 17, 20:

Seafood dries in the sun in the Sai Ying Pun district.

This picture taken on May 4, 2023 shows a worker
sharpening a knife at a shop in the Sham Shui Po dis-

ly there was not enough space — they built housing
there.” Today, Chinese chefs from around the world
visit Chan Chi Kee’s storefront on Shanghai Street
to buy handcrafted cleavers and woks. “At least 80
percent of Chinese restaurants in Hong Kong use
our knives,” Chan tells AFP.

But rising property prices and the city’s shift away
from manufacturing has pushed the bulk of produc-
tion for the knives, woks and steamers to Guang-
zhou, China — though a small select stock is still
“Made in Hong Kong”. Increased wages have also
contributed to soaring costs, says Wong Yan-wai, a
dried seafood trader for over three decades. “Most
dried seafood is not processed in Hong Kong be-
cause of the high cost,” Wong, 53, tells AFP. The
fresh seafood is caught across the world and dried

the kitchen of the Ho Lee Fook restaurant in Hong Kong.

on-site — in South Africa, Japan, Brazil and Austra-
lia — before being shipped to Wong’s shop on Des
Voeux Road.

More colloquially known as “Dried Seafood
Street”, it and its neighboring side streets are home
to nearly 200 vendors hawking dried scallops, bird’s
nest, abalone, sea cucumber and more. Pulling out
a dried fish bladder from an ornate gold box, Wong
says it is priced at 168,000 Hong Kong dollars
($21,500) due to its age and size. “For businesses
that do well, they can make 800 million to a billion
Hong Kong dollars a year in revenue.”

‘Modernize Cantonese food’

Ten minutes away, ArChan Chan deftly flips dried
shrimp in a carbon steel Chan Chi Kee wok to make
her version of the classic Cantonese dish known as
stir-fry king. The 37-year-old chef at Ho Lee Fook,
located in the glitzy Central district, is one of the
city’s most celebrated women chefs and among a
handful of young innovators redefining Cantonese
food. “One of the biggest challenges | have is how to
modernize Cantonese food,” ArChan says.

The answer lies in sourcing quality ingredients
while making small tweaks to dishes’ flavor profiles,
such as adding fermented aged garlic soy to a clas-
sic razor clam dish. In her sleek kitchen, Archan lifts
the lid of a bamboo steamer to unveil three glistening
vegetable dumplings, ready to be served. “There is
such a big wealth of knowledge,” she tells AFP. “I
want to be able to learn and absorb as much as pos-
sible and just to pass it on.” — AFP

New York, Paris and Tokyo, the arepa, a humble

commeal flatbread, is riding a wave of Venezue-
lan emigration and feeding a craving for exotic and glu-
ten-free food. Prepared in just minutes by forming a ball
from pre-cooked corn flour and water, it’s flattened and
then grilled. The arepa can be whatever you want: filled
with anything from cheese and meat to beans or sea-
food, even greens.

Afavorite in Venezuela is the “reina pepiada” — a mix
of chicken, mayonnaise and avocado. The ‘viuda’ or wid-
ow, comes without a filling — the ideal accompaniment
for a soup but also the only option for many among Ven-
ezuela’s poor. The arepa “is the daily bread of the Ven-
ezuelan. He eats it every day, every night,” said Patrick
Ribas, who translated into French the book “Arepologo”
dedicated to the maize delicacy. “You can put anything
you want in it. It's a dish. You can also eat it on its own
when you don’t have much money. This is unfortunately
the case for many Venezuelans,” he told AFP.

According to “Arepologo” author Ricardo Estrada
Cuevas, the arepa “is a food that has no social class”. “It
is eaten by everyone, from the simplest and most hum-
ble people to (someone who is) a manager,” he told AFP.
“It is a food that everyone eats, in the same way, with the
same fillings, with the same characteristics. Where there
is a Venezuelan, there are arepas.”

Amid a political and economic crisis that has seen
their country’s GDP shrink by 80 percent between 2013

Fom the streets of Caracas to trendy eateries in

Venezuela’s ‘daily bread,
humble arepa conquers the world

and 2022, more than seven million Venezuelans — al-
most a quarter of the population — have emigrated in
recent years. And they've taken their cuisine with them.
Marlyn Quiroga, 47, was a lawyer in Venezuela but left
five years ago for New York.

She did odd jobs until 2021, when she started an are-
pa catering business. This despite saying she “did not
know how to cook an egg” before then. “l went door-to-
door in Queens: to beauty salons, offices, clinics. | gave
away free samples” to promote the business, Quiroga
told AFP. Success came quickly, said the boss of “Arepa
LaNewyorkquina”, explaining that more and more peo-
ple in the City That Never Sleeps now prefer gluten-free
arepas to bread.

And on the other side of the Atlantic, “It's a change
from the ubiquitous hamburger,” said Jean-Francois
Lamaison, a 63-year-old digital designer and diner at
the Venezuelan restaurant “Ajidulce” in Paris. Ajidulce
boss Luis Fernando Machado, a former petroleum
engineer who moved to the French capital in 2011,
told AFP he started with a food truck but now employs
10 people. His restaurant has an open kitchen so
customers can see their meals being prepared. “Pa-
risians love to discover exotic food,” he said. “It is a
bit like taking a trip to the Caribbean.” It also helps to
be listed on a register of gluten-free restaurants in the
City of Light. “There are a lot of tourists who come” for
that reason, said Machado. — AFP

Cook Alfredo Lopez prepares arepas in the kitchen
of the ‘Arepa Lady’ restaurant in the Queens bor-
ough of New York City on Jan27, 2022.

A chef prepares arepas in the kitchen of the Arepa Lady
restaurant in the Queens borough of New York City.
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Venezuelan Raul Marquez and his wife Miho Marquez pose
for a picture inside their food truck where they prepare
arepas, during a farmers’ market event in Ichikawa, Chiba
prefecture, a suburb east of Tokyo, on May 27, 2023.

A woman cooks on a griddle the traditional Venezuelan
food known as arepas (stuffed commeal tortillas) at a food
truck parked on a street of the popular neighborhood of
Santa Rosalia, located in the historic center of Garacas on
May 31, 2023. — AFP photos
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anoid communist dictator who cut the country off

from the rest of the world. Now a brutalist pyramid
in the heart of Tirana hopes to become a beacon of
the Balkan country’s transformation. The behemoth
fit for a pharaoh was designed by Enver Hoxha’s
daughter as a museum to his memory just a few
years after his death in 1985.

Inside the grey pyramid sat a huge gleaming stat-
ue of the “Great Teacher”, who ruled the hermetical-
ly sealed country for four decades. Now it is being
turned into a hub to boost the country’s embryonic
tech sector.

“What used to serve to glorify an individual has
been completely overturned, it’s becoming a place
designed to educate people, not dedicated to one
person but to thousands,” said Martin Mata, co-pres-
ident of the Albanian-American Development Foun-
dation (AADF), one of the project’s major stakehold-
ers. The 15-million-euro project co-financed by the
AADF and Albanian authorities will house an edu-
cation center to train youngsters in all things digital
in an after-school program that aims to attract 4,000
students a week.

It was built as a bizarre memorial to Albania’s par-

‘Money well spent’

Later this year Tirana’s teenagers will be able to
take classes in 3D modelling, computer programing
and digital design on state-of-the-art equipment in
the old communist relic. The building has had sev-
eral lives since the fall of communism and become
a marker of the fast-changing nation, serving as a
nightclub, NATO offices and a television studio.
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Tourists climb the stairs to the top of the Pyramid of Tirana.

But its newest iteration may prove to be its most
important, its backers hope, with Albania losing thou-
sands of young people every year who leave to find
work abroad. “It's money well spent,” Mata said. “If
10 years from now we see that 200,000 kids have
participated — and if 30 percent of those kids chose
a career path because of what they learned... then
mission accomplished.”

The pyramid’s once-dilapidated interior has been
reimagined by Dutch and Albanian architects, with
massive windows channeling natural light over col-
orful office blocks. “Our ambition was to open it up
to the public, to make it the people’s pyramid both
inside and out,” said architect Gent Agolli.

‘A mirror’

The digital education program known as Tumo —
which has been piloted in cities such as Paris, Yere-
van, Beirut and Berlin — already welcomes around
a thousand young people a week to a complex at
the national stadium in Tirana. “All the knowledge

Hit by Russian war, UNESCO-listed
Czech spas seek restart

Teens attend an educational class at the Tumo Cen-
ter near the Arena Kombetare stadium on May 24,
2023 in Tirana.

acquired here will be useful to them now, but above
all in the future, whatever profession they pursue,”
Tumo Tirana director Shqipe Berisha, 41, told AFP.

Thursday, June 15,2023

This aerial photograph shows the Pyramid of Tirana on May 24, 2023. — AFP photos

In September, the teenagers, mentors and profes-
sional trainers will pick up sticks and transfer their
operations to the pyramid.

The 12,000-sg-m structure will also house an ar-
ray of businesses and cafes. The rents will be used

to subsidize Tumo Tirana, making the courses as
accessible as possible to Albanian students. For
Berisha, the pyramid has long served as a symbol of
Albania’s turbulent transformation. “To me the pyra-
mid is like a mirror of what Albania has been like over
the years,” she said. For “our parents (it was used
to) try to explain the regime. In my time we used to
slide down the pyramid’s [exterior], after that it was
in bits and pieces just as the country was in bits and
pieces. Now it is open. It reflects the openness of
the country.”

Tumo student Amina Xhembulla, 15, has taken
an interest in graphic design since enrolling, with
pupils encouraged to create a portfolio showing off
their work for universities or potential employers in
the future. “It’s helpful, not stressful,” Xhembulla said
as she scrolled through projects she had worked on
recently. “You can use technology we can't use at
school.” Asked for her opinion on the pyramid’s dark
past, the teenager shrugged. “I don’t know much
about history.” — AFP
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are hunting for new clients fol-

lowing a dramatic decrease in
their foreign clientele due to the COVID
outbreak and Russia’s war on Ukraine.
While the anti-pandemic measures
shuttered spa facilities temporarily,
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and sub-
sequent sanctions imposed on Russia
by the European Union slashed the
number of big-spending Russian clients
virtually to zero.

The western Czech spa towns of
Karlovy Vary, Marianske Lazne and
Frantiskovy Lazne saw a glimmer of
hope when UNESCO placed them
on its World Heritage List, alongside
eight other towns in western Europe,
in 2021. They were still reeling from
the pandemic that had crimped tour-
ism across the globe a year earlier.
But their joy was short-lived, as Russia
invaded Ukraine in February 2022 and
the Czech Republic, an EU member of
10.8 million, joined the sanctions.

“Our spas lost 80 percent of their
clients from one day to the next,” said
Andrea Pfeffer Ferklova, the mayor
of Karlovy Vary, which became a hit
among Russian investors and tourists
following the collapse of the Soviet
Union in 1991. In 2019, Czech spas
registered 880,000 visitors. The num-
ber then fell to just over 500,000 in
2020 and 2021 before rising again to
840,000 last year.

But foreign client numbers fell from
nearly 400,000 to fewer than 300,000

UNESCO-Iisted Czech spa towns

between 2019 and 2022, and the share
of Russians tumbled from 61,000 to just
a few thousand. “The average Czech
tourist spends around 700 koruna ($32)
a day. Russian-speaking clients spend
over 3,500 koruna a day,” said Jan Her-
get, director of the state agency Czech-
Tourism. “So the total numbers are not
so different, but financially it’s a slump.”
Clients from western neighbor Germa-
ny, the most frequent foreign guests
at Czech spas, making up around
one-quarter of the total, spend around
2,000 koruna a day, Herget added.

‘Pamper local clients’

Russian tourists also tended to stay
for several weeks, while Czechs prefer
weekend sojourns. “We can see a ten-
dency to switch from spa treatment stays
to wellness and short-term stays. We're
living in fast times,” Pfeffer Ferklova said.
Spas are also grappling with a lack of
staff, who are difficult to recruit with Czech
unemployment hovering down around 3.5
percent for the past two years. Another
problem is inflation, which is only slowly
decreasing from a record-high 18 percent
in September last year, making Czechs
reconsider their spending.

Eduard Blaha, head of the Czech
Healing Spa Association, said it was
a mistake to focus on Russian clients.
“We need to pamper local clients and
offer them all options from treatment to
tourism and wellness,” he said. Czech-
Tourism is planning to woo clients from
the Middle East and from former Soviet

Union countries such as Azerbaijan or
Kazakhstan. “We need to make up for
the drop in Russian guest numbers,
because it’s obvious that they are not
coming back,” Herget said.

Local spas could also treat patients
suffering from the effects of COVID-19
from European countries with no spas,
said Martin Plachy, deputy head of the
Czech Healing Spa Association. The

A woman walks past a Russian shop on March 29, 2022 in Karlovy Var
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western Czech spas are also plan-
ning joint promotion with other UNE-
SCO-listed spa towns from Austria,
Belgium, Britain, France, Germany and
Italy. “We would like to use UNESCO
for a joint campaign for instance in the
United States,” Herget said.

Pfeffer Ferklova said the UNES-
CO-listed towns were cooperating on
marketing and presentation, adding

y, Gzech Republic. — AFP

that the western European spa towns
were hit by the Russian war too. “l was
in Baden-Baden (in Germany) last
week, and they have exactly the same
problem with the outflow of clients as
Karlovy Vary,” she said. — AFP
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Syrians turn plastic waste
into rugs to make a living

"
In this picture taken on June 1, 2023, a worker washes plastic gathered from dump sites af- d i
ter being crushed into small pieces to be used for recycling, at a scrapyard near the village

of Ram Hamdan in Idlib province. — AFP photos
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cling, near the village of Hazreh in Syria’s northwestern Idlib province.

t a rubbish dump in northwest Syria, Mo-
Ahammed Behlal rummages for plastic to be

sold to recyclers and transformed into floor
rugs and other items in the impoverished rebel
enclave. In rebel-held Syria, recycling is rarely an
environmental impulse but rather a grim lifeline
for needy residents looking for work or items they
otherwise could not afford. Braving the stench,
insects and risk of disease, 39-year-old Behlal
hacks through the rubbish pile with a scythe and
his bare hands.

He and two of his six children earn a living sift-
ing through the refuse in Idlib province’s village of
Hezreh, earning $7 to $10 a week each. “It’s tir-
ing... but what can we do, we have to put up with
this hard labor,” said Behlal, who was displaced
from neighboring Aleppo province during Syria’s
civil war. “Thank God, at least we have work with
the trash,” he added.

Behlal was shot in the leg during fighting and
has had trouble finding employment. Hunched
over to collect pieces of plastic or metal, he
throws everything into a bag to sell to a nearby
scrap facility. Syria’s conflict has killed more than
500,000 people, and around half of the country’s
pre-war population has been forced from their
homes since fighting broke out in 2011.

More than four million people, most of them de-
pendent on aid, live in areas controlled by jihad-
ists and Turkish-backed groups in Syria’s north
and northwest. In a large scrapyard next to ag-
ricultural fields, workers sort plastic junk loosely
into piles according to color. They then cut it up
and crush it into small pieces that are washed and
melted into plastic pellets.

Plastic thread

Farhan Sleiman, 29, is among those who han-
dle the material brought in from the landfill. “We
buy plastic from roaming trash-picker trucks and
children,” said Sleiman, originally from Homs
province. He expressed fear of the risk of con-
tracting “cholera or chronic illnesses” from work-
ing with the rubbish.

Elsewhere in northern Idlib province, work-
ers at a factory making mats and rugs churn out
brightly colored plastic thread while large weaving

In this picture taken on June 3, 2023, Mohammed

Behlal, 39, sifts through rubbish looking for plastic
items to sell.
e M X

In this aerial view taken on June 3, 2023, a child
smiles as she sifts through the rubbish with a
scythe, looking for plastic items to sell for recy-
cling, at a dump site near the village of Hazreh in

Rl
A young boy works at a scrapyard.
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In this picture taken on June 3, 2023, people surround rubbish trucks as they unload at a dump site, to collect plastic items to sell for recy- R
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This aerial view taken on June 1, 2023 shows a worker standing inside a scrapyard whe

In this picture taken on June 1, 2023, a child works
at a factory making mats and rugs from recycled
plastic in Sarmada in Syria’s northwestern Idlib
province.

re plastic junk gathered

from dump sites is sorted for recycling, near the village of Ram Hamdan in Idlib province.

machines click and clack. Factory owner Khaled
Rashu, 34, says rug-making is a family tradition.
“We have more than 30 employees” at the factory,
he boasted as a significant feat in a region where
many are jobless.

Large mats featuring geometric designs,
some made with striking red or purple plastic
thread, emerge from the weaving machines and
are stacked into piles. Shop owner Mohammed
Al-Qassem, 30, is among those selling the mats,
which he says are a hit in an area where many
people are displaced and live in basic tents or
makeshift dwellings. The mats made from recy-
cled plastic cost between $5 and $15, while tra-
ditional Persian-style rugs are around $100. “In
summer, demand for plastic mats increases” be-
cause they retain less heat, Qassem said from his
shop in Maaret Masrin, a town in Idlib province.
But “they can also be used in winter and are less
costly”, he added. — AFP

In this picture taken on June 7, 2023, people sit on

a carpet made of recycled plastic, inside a tent at
a camp for displaced people in Syria’s rebel-held
town of Al-Dana in ldlib province.
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‘Bazball’ revolution

faces ultimate test in Ashes

Have they gotten a Plan B? Doubt persists

LONDON: Can England regain the Ashes playing
their ultra-aggressive “Bazball” brand of crickel or
will they come unstuck against battle-hardened Aus-
tralia? The answer will come over the coming weeks,
starting with the first Test of a hotly anticipated five-
malch series at Edgbaston on Friday. England have
forced the rest of the world to sit up and take notice,
with 11 wins in 13 Tests since captain Ben Stokes and
coach Brendon McCullum joined forces last year.

But doubts persist as to whether their policy of
all-out attack can work against arch-rivals Australia,
who only last week hammered India by 209 runs at
The Oval to win the World Test Championship final.
Steve Waugh, the last Australia captain to win an
Ashes series in England, back in 2001, is not alone
in questioning whether Stokes’s side have an alter-
native plan. “Have they got a Plan B?” Waugh said
to the Australian media. “They have shown they are
good enough Lo carry Lhis style of crickel off but the
ultimate test will be against a world-class bowling
attack, which Australia has got.”

England had won just one out of 17 Tests be-

Nepal’s cricketer Sandeep Lamichhane

Lamichhane

spearheads Nepal’s
WCup dreams

KATHMANDU: Sandeep Lamichhane is set to play
a key role in Nepal's bid to seal a place at the one-
day World Cup for the first time despite the former
skipper being on bail for an alleged rape. Nepal face
hosts Zimbabwe on Sunday in Harare at the starl of
a qualifying tournament pitting 10 teams fighting it
out for two prized spots at the World Cup in India in
October. Sri Lanka, the West Indies, Ireland and the
hosts are among the favorites but Nepal - who only
gained one-day international status in 2018 - hope
Lo spring a surprise.

Central to their chances is 22-year-old spin bowl-
er Lamichhane, once the poster boy for the rise of
cricket in Nepal. “Lamichhane is a crucial player for
our team,” said Britant Khanal, general manager of
the Crickel Association of Nepal. “He has performed
very well in the last few matches despite a case
against him in court.” Lamichhane is accused of rap-
ing a 17-year-old girl in a Kathmandu hotel room in
August last year. He denies all wrongdoing.

He was suspended as national captain and arrest-
ed, but was freed on bail in January and Nepal then
lifted his ban on playing. Under his bail conditions,
Lamichhane is able to travel abroad. In the capital
Kathmandu there is excitement about the qualifiers,
with many fans on social media backing the inclusion
of Lamichhane - and only a small number against it.
Nepal go into the qualifying tournament with mo-
mentum. They won 11 of their last 12 matches Lo take
third spot in World Cup League 2 and reach the
tournament in Zimbabwe.

Top-order batsman Aasif Sheikh told the Inter-
national Cricket Council that there was confidence
within the squad. “We believe that if we play our best
cricket on that day, we are going to win,” he said.
IChanal was more measured, calling Nepal’s hopes of
reaching the World Cup “a long shot”, before adding:
“But we are confident that our team’s performance
will be outstanding.” Part of Nepal’s success has
come from playing in front of packed houses at their
home Tribhuvan University Crickel Ground - some-
thing they will not be able to rely on in Zimbabwe.

“Our team shows extraordinary performance when
they are playing in the home ground, but when in a
foreign stadium, the performance has nol remained
salislactory,” Khanal said. “Another weakness is
our overreliance on two or three players - including
Sandeep Lamichhane - which should not have been
the case.” After meeling Zimbabwe in Harare, Ne-
pal will play the United States, the West Indies and
the Netherlands as they try and make their World
Cup dreams come true. On Tuesday they suffered a
three-wickel defeal Lo fellow World Cup hopefuls the
UAE in a warm-up match in Harare. — AFP

fore newly appointed English cricket chief Rob Key
brought McCullum and Stokes together to oversee a
dynamic revamp of their long-format game dubbed
“Bazball”, in relerence to the nickname of former
New Zealand captain McCullum. And all-rounder
Stokes is adamant he has no intention of altering
his approach. “Nothing is going to change because
we've had unbelievable success with it,” the 32-year-
old told the BBC. “If we were lo change anything
from the last 12 months because we find ourselves in
an Ashes series then anything [rom the last 12 months
will have been completely pointless.”

Strike rate

England have scored al an eye-walering 4.85 runs
an over in the past year. And England great James
Anderson, Test cricket’s most successful paceman,
said that had benefits for the bowlers as well. “The
(bowling) run-rate is irrelevant to Ben in particu-
lar,” explained Anderson. “He’s like ‘I don’t care how
many runs you go for, I want 20 wickets as quickly
as possible’.

Rahm, Koepka seek
to keep Open focus
amid merger turmoil

LOS ANGELES: Jon Rahm says the merger of the
PGA Tour and LIV Golf’s Saudi backers has left golf-
ers in limbo, but Brooks Koepka isn’t daunted by a
little “chaos” at this week’s US Open. The winners of
the first two majors of the year — Rahm claimed his
second major title at the Masters in April and Koep-
ka bagged his fifth al the PGA Championship last
month — were among the many blindsided by the
shock announcement last week that the PGA Tour
and DP World Tour would join forces with the Saudi
Public Investment Fund.

The deal is being billed as one that will end the
bitter rift that erupted when the breakaway LIV Golf
league launched in October 2021. But the merger has
already drawn scruliny from US lawmakers, and with
nothing official and few delails released of how the
rapprochement will unfold, players arriving at Los
Angeles Country Club for the 123rd US Open almost
uniformly said they were just trying to shut out the
politics and focus on the task at hand. “It’s tough
when iU’s the week before a major,” said Rahm, who
said the sudden revelation felt like a “betrayal” by US
PGA Tour officials.

“I want to have faith that this is the best thing for
all of us, but it's clear that that’s not the consensus,”
Rahm said. “I think the general feeling is that a lot
of people feel a bit of betrayal from management.”
Rahm said he understood the need to keep negoti-
ations quiet, but with so little information available
aboul what the future goll landscape will look like
“we’re allin a bit of a state of limbo because we don't
know what’s going on and how much is finalized and
how much they can talk aboult, either.”

While another layer of uncertainty is the last thing
Rahm wants to see at a US Open, Koepka said his
ability to shut out distractions is one of his main ad-
vantages al a major championship. “I enjoy the cha-
0s,” Koepka said. “The more chaotic things get the
easier it gets for me. Everything starts Lo slow down
and I am able to focus on whatever I need to focus
on while everybody else is dealing with distractions,
worried about other things.”

Rahm and Koepka are among the favorites this
week, along with world number one Scotlie Schef-
fler, third-ranked Rory Mcllroy and reigning Brit-
ish Open champion Cameron Smith. England’s Matt
Fitzpatrick defends the title he won last year at
Brookline and like many in the field is unfamiliar with
the par-70 Los Angeles Country Club North Course

PGA Tour chief
stepping back

LLOS ANGELES: Under-fire PGA Tour chiel Jay
Monahan is stepping away from day-to-day opera-
tions of the tour as he recovers from an undisclosed
medical situation, a statement said Tuesday. Mona-
han has faced slinging crilicism in the wake of the
PGA Tour’s shock merger with the Saudi backers of
LIV Golf last week, with multiple players calling for
him to resign.

A briel joint stalement from Monahan and the
PGA Tour policy board on Tuesday said Monahan
would step back from his duties for an unspecified
period as he recovers. “Jay Monahan informed the
PGA TOUR Policy board that he is recuperating

You're constantly thinking, as a bowler then,
aboul ‘How am I laking my next wickel’?” Of more
immediale concern lo England [ans than Stokes’s
philosophy is his fitness. Stokes, a lively seamer,
opled against bowling himsell in England’s recent
10-wickel win over Ireland after struggling with a
knee injury. He has since declared himself fit to bowl
and with Anderson and fellow paceman Ollie Robin-
son suffering niggling injuries, the hosts will hope he
can make good on those words.

England will be without Jack Leach for the whole
Ashes after the left-arm spinner was ruled out with
a back problem. Moeen Ali has been recalled in his
absence and the off-spinner’s two-year Test retire-
ment could end at his Edgbaston home ground, even
though he averages an expensive 64.65 in Ashes
cricket. Ashes-holders Australia, by contrast, have a
proven world-class off-spinner in Nathan Lyon, who
is closing in on 500 Test wickels.

Caplain Pat Cummins is in the fortunate position
ol deciding if either Milchell Starc or Josh Hazle-
wood joins him in a fast-bowling altack likely lo in-

LOS ANGELES: Jon Rahm of Spain plays a shot during
a practice round prior to the 123rd US Open Champi-
onship at The Los Angeles Country Club on June 13,
2023. — AFP photos

— which last hosted a PGA Tour event when it held
the Los Angeles Open in 1940.

All the ingredients

Koepka’s PGA Tour triumph at Oak Hill made him
the first LIV golfer to win a major title, and signaled
his return to top form in the wake of 2021 right knee
surgery Lhal he once feared would derail his career.
Now he’s eager to challenge for a third US Open ti-
tle, to go with those he won in 2017 and 2018, and
the tougher the US Golf Association makes it, the
better he'll like it. “I just feel like T can oullast ev-
erybody when it comes to having to par things to
death,” Koepka said.

Rahm, who compeled at LA Country Club as a
star collegiate golfer, said it can provide just such a
Lest, even though al first glance it doesn’l resemble

from a medical situation,” the statement said. “The
board fully supports Jay and appreciates everyone
respecting his privacy.”

The statement said PGA Tour chief operating
officer Ron Price and Tyler Dennis, execulive vice
president of the tour would lead “day-to-day oper-
ations” in Monahan’s absence. “We will provide fur-
ther updates as appropriate,” the statement added.
Monahan was the target of fury by PGA Tour players
last week after news broke of the bombshell agree-
ment that will see the tour and DP World Tour join
forces with the Saudi backers of the LIV golf circuil.

Monahan - who had railed against LIV since ils
inception while simultaneously lobbying star tour
players to resist huge paydays Lo join the circuit
- was accused of hypocrisy after the volte face.
Speaking in a media conference call following an-
nouncement of the merger, Monahan said he under-
stood the criticism directed his way. — AFP

clude Scott Boland. Boland’s fine W'TC final display
- he took five wickets in the match - left him with 33
wickels in eight Tests al a miserly average of 14.57.
Second-ranked Australia drew the last Ashes series
in England in 2019 2-2 and demolished the old ene-
my 4-0 on home turf in 2021/22. But they have not
won a series in England for 22 years, with many of
their batsmen, the outstanding Steve Smith except-
ed, struggling to adapt to English conditions.

Australia have now gone 12 Test innings in En-
gland since enjoying a first-wicket stand of 20 or
more, while under-pressure opener David Warner,
36, has now managed just one century in his past
34 Test innings against all opponents. His battle
with his nemesis, paceman Stuart Broad, will be
just one of a number of fascinating subplots, with
Tests al Lord’s, Headingley, Old Tralford and The
Oval to follow the curlain-raiser in Birmingham.
“An Ashes (in England) is bloody hard to win. IUs
been 20-odd years so it’s not going to be easy,”
said the 30-year-old Cummins. “If we win, thal is
legacy-defining stuff.” — AFP

LOS ANGELES: Brooks Koepka of the United States
plays a shot during a practice round prior to the 123rd
US Open Championship at The Los Angeles Country
Club on June 13, 2023.

the usual US Open challenge. “It is a US Open. Fair-
ways and greens, hopefully two-putt and move on,”
Rahm said of what will be required. “I think it’s de-
ceptively wide. Those fairways look bigger than they
play.” “It makes you think,” added Rahm, whose win
al Augusta National was one of his four PGA Tour
viclories so far this year. “IUs gol everything. IUs gol
all the ingredients Lo be a great week.”

Scheffler, who plaved the course in the Walker
Cup amateur matches in 2017, agreed. “I think this
course is a really good mix of holes,” Scheffler said.
“The fairways maybe average a little bit wider than
they usually are, but when you get fairways that are
very firm, any sort of curve you put on the ball makes
it play so much smaller. “With how firm I think we’re
going Lo gel this golf course, il’s going Lo be a really
good test for all parts of the game.” — AFP

Jay Monahan
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Hometown Homa dreams of major
breakthrough as US Open returns

US Open returning to Los Angeles after 75-year hiatus

LOS ANGELES: California kid Max Homa
dreamed of contending for a major in his home-
town, and now that the US Open is returning to
Los Angeles after a 75-year hiatus he could get
his chance. Homa actually holds the course record
on the Los Angeles Country Club’s North Course,
where he carded a 61 in the first round on the way
to victory in the prestigious collegiate Pacific-12
conference championship in 2013.

The par-70 layout at the exclusive club, which
last hosted a PGA Tour event in 1940, promises to
offer an even tougher challenge this week, but Homa
says the biggest obstacle to the major breakthrough
he seeks is his own mindset. “You just look at how I
played every other major, trying way too hard,” said
Homa, a six-time winner on the PGA Tour whose
best major finish is a Llie for 13th at last year’s PGA
Championship. In five prior US Opens his best finish
is a lie for 47th al Brookline last year.

However, he said his excitement at the prospect
of playing a US Open in his hometown has, para-
doxically, helped him temper that tendency. “In an
odd way, it’s almost worked its way out positively
because I've been thinking about this event for,
like, a year, about how I can’t try too hard, can’t try
Loo hard,” he said. IUs a lesson he let himself forgel
at last month’s PGA Championship, where he fin-
ished tied for 55th. But that has only reinforced the

need to relax just a little. “Fortunately I'm coming
off a PGA Championship that I tried too hard at,
and it’s right on the tip of my brain not to do that
this week,” Homa said.

Homa is certainly no stranger to success in South-
ern California. He won the Genesis Invitational at
nearby Riviera in 2021 and claimed one of his two
titles this year down the road at Torrey Pines. The
world number seven is excited to play in front of
family, friends and fans who know nol only where
he went to college but even where he went to high
school. He's been careful Lo organize his week so he’s
to distracted by requests for tickets and so forth so
he can focus on his preparations, but not to the point
that he gets in his own way.

“When you're trying too hard you care too much
aboul where the ball goes,” Homa said. “You're go-
ing to hit fairways, youre going to miss fairways.
You're going to hil greens, youre going lo miss
greens. You're going to hit putts that go in and some
that miss. I think it just comes down Lo stacking those
up over the course of a week and seeing where that
takes you. “I've done a very poor job of that in a lot
of big golf tournaments, but especially the majors.
I've done a good job of that in some other events, so
I'm just trying to find whatever is in those moments
where il's been great and take that to a champion-
ship like this.” — AFP
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round of the 2023 PGA Championship at 0ak Hill Country Club on May 18, 2023 in Rochester, New York. — AFP

Steijn replaces
Heilinga as Ajax
new boss

AMSTERDAM: Sparta Rotterdam
coach Maurice Stleijn was named
Ajax’s new boss by the Dutch club
on Wednesday, laking over from the
departed ex-Netherlands defend-
er John Heitinga. Heitinga’s contract
was not renewed at the end of last
season as Ajax failed to qualify for
the Champions League after finishing
third in the Dutch top-tier. The for-
mer Everton centre-back’s departure
came days after former Manchester
United goalkeeper Edwin van der
Sar announced he was resigning as
chiefl executive.
Ajax’s  fortunes

have flagged

Najmul’s ton guides
Bangladesh to 362-5
against Afghanistan

DHAKA: Najmul Hossain struck his
third Test century as Bangladesh
dominated a hapless Afghanistan to
score 362-5 on the first day of the
one-off Test in Dhaka on Wednes-
day. Najmul made 146 off 175 balls
and set up an imposing total in his
212-run second-wicket partnership
with Mahmudul Hasan, who hil 76 to
make his third Test fifty. Mushfiqur
Rahim was not out on 41 alongside
Mechidy Hasan Miraz on 43 when
bad light forced stumps with 11
overs left.

since the departure of Erik ten Hag
for United in April 2022. Steijn, 49,
had been in charge at Sparta since
2022 after spells with Den Haag,
VVV-Venlo, NAC Breda as well as
Al-Wahda in the United Arab Emir-
ales. “With all the clubs he worked
for, the results exceeded the expec-
tations,” Ajax’s director of football
Sven Mislintat said in a club state-
ment. “So, he has shown multiple
limes with his leams that he is a real
overperformer.

He is ready for a step up, I'm
sure of thal,” he added. Netherlands
coach Ronald Koeman said he was
surprised about Ajax’s decision. “I
think il’s inleresling, nol slrange,
but interesting,” Koeman told Dutch
broadcaster NOS. “If you followed
the news a bit, I would not have spo-
ken about Maurice Steijn but a for-
eign coach. “I think il’s good that il’s
a Dutch coach,” he added. — AFP

Afghanistan, who are without tal-
ismanic all-rounder Rashid Khan,
were on Lhe back ool for most of
the day after elecling to bowl first
on a rare green-lop wickel at the
Sher-e-Bangla  National  Stadi-
um. Debutant medium pacer Nijat
Masood was the most successful
Afghan bowler with 2-67, removing
Zakir Hasan for one on his very first
Test delivery in the second over.

The sharp catch from wickel-
keeper Afsar Zazai had to be con-
firmed by the television umpire
aller an inilial decision ol not out.
But Najmul and Mahmudul immedi-
alely forged a strong partnership Lo
take control of the proceedings and
deny the visitors further momentum,
despite pitch conditions working
against them. “I am happy,” Najmul

Maurice Steijn

said. “It was not that easy to bat
on... | only tried to execute my plan.”
Najmul hit back-to-back fours off
Yamin Ahmadzai in the first over he
came Lo bat and brought up his fif-
Lty off 58 balls with a boundary off
leg-spinner Zabhir.

Occasional spinner Rahmat Shah
broke their partnership when Ma-
humdul attempted a cut shot only
lo edge a calch to Ibrahim Zadran
al slip. Mahmudul hit nine bound-
aries in his sedate 137-ball innings.
Afghanistan enjoyed a brief spell
of success in the post-lea session
when Nijat dismissed Mominul
Haque, caught behind down the leg
side, for 15. Najmul fell soon after,
heaving a catch to Nasir Jamal at
deep midwicket off left-arm spinner
Amir Hamza in his attempt for his

third six in the innings. The 24-year-
old left-hander smashed 23 fours in
his sizzling innings.

Stand-in captain Liton Das fol-
lowed him quickly, poking Zahir to
Ibrahim at slip after making nine
runs. But Mushfiqur and Mechidy
halted further collapse and slow-
ly reestablished Bangladesh’s au-
thority with their unbroken 72-run
sixth wickel stand. “I don’t think
we bowled as well as we should
have. I think there’s a bit in the
wickel,” said Alghanistan bowling
coach Jonathan Trott. “We need to
do better tomorrow. It was a good
lesson for the guys.” Afghanistan
won Lhe only other Teslt belween
the two teams when they beat the
home side by 224 runs at Chit-
tagong in 2019. — AFP

Australia dominate
rankings

LONDON: Australia will head into the Ashes
series with their batters occupying the top three
spots in the men’s Test rankings. In the latest

weekly update from the International Cricket
Council published on Wednesday, Marnus La-
buschagne retains top spot with team-mates
Steve Smith and Travis Head just below him.
The last time batsmen from the same side oc-
cupied the top three places was in 1984, when
West Indies players Gordon Greenidge, Clive
Llovd and Larry Gomes filled the slots. Smith

scored a cenlury in Australia’s World Test
Championship final win over India last week,
while Head rises from sixth after scoring 163 in
the same game at The Oval. Joe Root is the high-
esl England balter at sixth in the list. Australia
spinner Nathan Lyon has moved up to sixth in
the bowling rankings alter taking five wickets in
the match against India. — AFP
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News in Brief

Chelsea ex-player dies

LONDON: Former Chelsea player and manager John Hol-
lins has died aged 76, the club announced on Wednesday.
Hollins made his debut in 1963 and went on to make 592 ap-
pearances for the London side over two spells at Stamford
Bridge, scoring 64 goals. He won the FA Cup, European
Cup Winners’ Cup and League Cup during his first period
at the club, which ended in 1975. “He was a hero to the fans
of this club, and very much that to me,” said Chelsea board
member Daniel Finkelstein. “He was at the heart of one of
Chelsea’s greatest teams and, as well as contributing to its
trophy success, he expressed its spirit.” Hollins, fifth on the
all-time Chelsea appearances list, also played for QPR and
Arsenal before returning to Stamford Bridge in 1983 for a fi-
nal stint as a player. He played once for England, in 1967. He
was Chelsea boss from 1985 to 1988 and later had coaching
stints at Swansea, Rochdale and Stockport. —AFP
I

FFR names new chief

PARIS: The French Rugby Federation (FFR) announced
it had appointed Florian Grill as its new president on
Wednesday less than three months out from hosting the
Rugby World Cup. Grill is also the head of the Greater
Paris rugby committee and takes over from Alexandre
Martinez, who had been in lemporary charge after Ber-
nard Laporle’s resignation. Former France head coach
Laporte stood down in January after being handed a
two-year suspended prison sentence for corruption. Grill,
57, won 58.14% of the voles Lo beat Patrick Buisson, who
had been in charge of amateur rugby under Laporte’s
presidency. He Lakes over a [ederation split, with Laporte
continuing to have support in the FFR. After France’s re-
cord win over England in March, Les Bleus head coach
Fabien Galthie paid tribute to Laporte, a former sports
minister. “We have work to do,” Grill said. — AFP
I

Rugby Cup changes format

PARIS: The Champions Cup will change its format
next season for the third time in five campaigns, the
tournament’s organizer European Professional Club
Rugby (EPCR) announced on Wednesday. After three
terms with two pools of 12 teams, which replaced the
long-standing format of five groups of four in 2020,
there will be a stage with four groups of six teams.
Clubs from the United Rugby Championship, the French
Top 14 and the English Premiership will also participate
in the second-tier Challenge Cup alongside two invita-
tional teams. “There will be no matches between clubs
from the same league, so for the purposes of creating
the fixtures, each club will play four matches against
four different clubs who are not from the same league
either home or away during the pool stage,” EPCR said
in a stalement. —AFP

& Clinics

Kaizen center 25716707
Rawda 22517733
Adaliya 22517144
Khaldiya 24848075
Kaifan 24849807
Shamiya 24848913
Shuwaikh 24814507
Abdullah Salem 22549134
Nuzha 22526804
Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764
Qadsiya 22515088
Dasmah 22532265
Bneid Al-Gar 22531908
Shaab 22518752
Qibla 22459381
Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082
Mirgab 22456536
Sharq 22465401
Salmiya 25746401

Change of Name

~

I, (Ahmedi), holder of Indian Pass-
port No. N7017922, having perma-
nent address (State: Rajasthan,
Country: India, Pin Code: 314025)
residing in Kuwait at present, here-
by declare that henceforth my
name will be read as Ahmedi (giv-
en name) and Husami (surname).
(#3807) 15-06-2023

I, Fathima Muneeb, holder of Indi-
an Passport No. V1965265, having
permanent address 23-2-519/1,
Hyderabad, Telangana, India, Pin
code- 500002 residing in Kuwait
at present, hereby declare that
henceforth my name will be read
as: Fathima (given name) and Ayub
(surname). (#3806) 14-06-2023

I, Kalamarla Subbaiah @ Sunk-
ara Mahmoud C/o0. Sunkara Ram-
achandra, residing at D.No: 3-40-
2-7, Vasavi Nagar, Kadiri Town &
Mandalam, Sree Satya Sai (Dist.)
A.P., India. My name is calling as
Kalamarla Subbaiah and Sunkara
Mahmoud (Indian Passport bear-
ing No: M2310696) both names
are belongs to me and both names
are one and same and there is no
other person above said name’s.
Hence | am making this declara-
tion for clarification of my name.
Vide affidavit, dated 03/04/2023
before advocate T. Baba John,
Notary, Sri Satya Sai District. This
is for kind information of all con-
cerned. (#3805) 13/06/2023

Automated enquiry about the CivilID card is 1889988

TENDER No.- KUW/ADMN/872/01/2015

TENDER NOTICE FOR REPLACEMENT OF FLOOR TILES

Embassy of India, Kuwait invites bids from interested companies for
replacement of floor tiles in the chancery area of the Embassy.

Prospective / Interested companies are advised to inspect the area and present
their offers in a sealed cover marked “Offer for replacement of floor tiles in the
Embassy- to be opened by addressee only” and addressed to the “Head of Chan-
cery, Embassy of India, Diplomatic Enclave, Arabian Gulf Street, Safat 13015,
Kuwait.” The bid must be submitted at the Embassy on or before 5 July, 2023.

ed from Central Procurement Portal https://eprocure.gov.in/cppp/ and
also the official website of the Embassy of India, Kuwait from https:// 3
j indembkwt.gov.in/tender-kuwait-in-india.php. (please scan QR)

For any other clarification please contact Mr. S. James Jacob, Attache
(Administration) on any working day (Sunday - Thursday) between 0800 hrs
1630 hrs on +96522513498 or email to: admnkuwait@mea.gov.in.

Embassy of India

Kuwait

DATED- JUNE 15, 2023
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Golden Knights win NHL Stanley Cup

Stone hits hat-trick as Golden Knights thrash Panthers 9-3

—

THURSDAY, JUNE 15, 2023

LAS VEGAS: The Vegas Golden Knights pose with the Stanley Cup after their 9-3 wctory over the Florida Panthers in Game Five of the 2023 NHL Stanley Cup Final at T-Moblle Arena on June 13, 2023. — AFP

LOS ANGELES: Mark Stone grabbed a brilliant hat-
trick as the Vegas Golden Knights thrashed the Flori-
da Panthers 9-3 onTuesday Lo clinch the NHL Stanley
Cup for the first time in the franchise’s six-year his-
tory. The Knights, who had taken a commanding 3-1
lead in the best-of-seven series with a battling victory
in Florida on Saturday, dominated throughout at Las
Vegas’ T-Mobile Arena to seal an emphatic victory
over the Eastern Conference champions.

Florida were always struggling to keep a ram-
pant Vegas at bay as the Knights became the fastest
expansion team to win ice hockey’s greatest prize,
clinching the title in their sixth season. The previous
record had been held by the Philadelphia Flyers, who
won the title in their seventh season in the 1973-74
campaign. Vegas captain Stone’s hat-trick was the

Angry Kyrgios pleads
for patience following
straight-sets defeat

STUTTGART: Nick Kyrgios got upset over a lack
of white towels and later pleaded for patience fol-
lowing a straight-sets defeal in Stuttgart to Wu
Yibing on his return to tennis. The 25th-ranked
Australian, who finished runner-up 11 months ago
at Wimbledon to Novak Djokovic, lost 7-5, 6-3 to
lower-ranked grass-court debutant Wu on Tuesday.
Kyrgios, playing for the first lime since undergoing
knee surgery in January, tweeted afterwards: “Be
patient with me my fans please. It’s a process to get
back to where I was.

“I know it’s hard for you to see me perform like
today, but I need more time and hopefully can get
back to where I was.” Kyrgios’s mood turned sour

in the first set, with complaints about the color of

the towels, the bounce of the grass courl and a
shortage of sideline waler. Bul it was the colored
sponsor towels on court that got the famously fiery
Australian steaming. “It took me three games Lo gel

Australia’s Nick Kyrgios

first by a player in a Stanley Cup-clinching game
since Babe Dye achieved the feal for Toronto in 1922.

“I can’t describe the [eelings in my stomach right
now, il’s everything you would imagine,” a jubilant
Stone said after the victory. “The grind of an 82-
game season, four playoff rounds — you grind, and
you grind and you grind and at the end of the day,
you're the last team standing. IUs incredible. “I don't
know what else to say — everyone on the team in
those four walls, il's amazing.”

Knights star Jonathan Marchessaull was named
Stanley Cup Most Valuable Player. The Panthers

been deall a blow before game five started with
confirmation that star player Matthew Tkachuk
was ruled out with an undisclosed injury. After a

while lowels,” the 28-year-old said after his first-
round loss to China’s Wu, who is ranked 64th and
won the Dallas title in February.

“They soak up the sweal better. I'm the same at
every lourney. They all have while ones in the lock-
er room. “I'm not asking Lo move mountains. While
towels actually take the sweat off my body - we
are professional athletes.” Kyrgios, whose previous
Lour-level match was last Oclober in Tokyo, added:
“I have to get used to playing in front of the crowd
again. Feeling the moments like break points - all
that stuff is new Lo me again. “I made it through the
match with no major pain. I've got a lot more work
to do, but I'm taking some positive signs from it.”

The loss still featured 15 aces from the big-serv-
ing Kyrgios, with the 23-year-old Wu hoping to
improve his own serve as he gets more used to
grass. “I'm very happy to have played Nick in the
first round, he’s one of the best players on grass,”
said the Chinese player, who faces Marton Fucso-
vics of Hungary next. “The key for me was Lo slay
cool, stay patient and find a way. “He has a better
serve than me, but I was more patient. I will work to
improve my serve.” Kyrgios is due to compete next
week on grass in Halle, Germany, where he lost last
year in the semi-finals. — AFP

cagey opening, Vegas skipper Stone opened the
scoring in the first period with a superb goal that
came with the Knights shorthanded due to a Flori-
da powerplay. Stone feinted cleverly to wrongfoot
the Florida defense before lifting his shot past
Panthers goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky.

Nicolas Hague made it 2-0 to Vegas soon after-
wards, bundling home from close range after the
puck squirted loose from beneath Bobrovsky during
a [urious goalmouth scramble. Aaron Ekblad raised
hopes of a Florida recovery with a goal early in the
second period to make it 2-1, but Vegas roared back
with four unanswered goals in the same period to
launch raucous celebrations amongst the home fans.
Alex Martinez made it 3-1 after latching onto Jack
Eichel’s feed and slamming the puck into the top

corner belore Reilly Smith extended the Vegas lead
after scooping home a clever between-the-legs pass
from Brett Howden.

Stone then smashed in his second of the game,
his long-range effort going through Bobrovsky’s
legs to make it 5-1. With seconds remaining in the
second period, Michael Amadio somehow bundled
the puck in from close range to leave Vegas 6-1
up heading into the final period. Ivan Barbashev
drove in a seventh goal early in the third period
as the rout continued, before Florida hit back with
back-to-back strikes from Sam Reinhart and Sam
Bennell that made it 7-3. Yel it was only a fleel-
ing interruption to the Vegas scoring, with Stone
smashing a long-range efforl into an emply nel
before Nicolas Roy made it 9-3. — AFP

ROSMALEN: US Venus Williams attempts to return the ball to Switzerland’s Celine Naef during their wom-
en’s singles match on day two of the Libema Open tennis tournament in Rosmalen on June 13, 2023. — AFP

On comeback, Venus
fades against Naef

‘S-HERTOGENBOSCH: Venus Williams, playing
her first match since early January, went down 3-6,
7-6 (7/3), 6-2 Lo Celine Naefl in the first round in
‘S-Hertogenbosch in the Netherlands on Tuesday.
With sister Serena, who retired last vear, in the
crowd, Venus Williams, who turns 43 on Saturday,
started strongly, but she faded as Nael, a 17-year
old Swiss ranked 202 in the world, took her first tour
victory in two hours, 18 minutes.

“I cannol believe I had the chance o play against
Venus,” said Naef, who was born on June 25, 2005,
as Williams was on her way Lo her third Wimbledon
title. “She’s an amazing player and really a role model
for anyone.” Williams, ranked 696, was a wild card
entry and was competing in the Netherlands for the
first lime in her career. It was her first singles match
on grass since Wimbledon in 2021. She last played
on any surface in Auckland in January where she lost

her second match to Zhu Lin of China, sustaining a
hamstring injury that forced her to withdraw from
the Australian Open.

On Tuesday, Williams broke in the eighth game
on her way Lo laking the first set. She then broke in
the fifth game of the second. But Naef broke back
and won Lhe lie-break before running away with the
maltch, her first in the main draw at a WTA tourna-
ment. “For me, it was the biggest stage I ever played,”
she said on court at the finish. “It was incredible and
amazing to play in front of such a big crowd. I was
very nervous, maybe you could see, but I tried Lo
keep going and try my best.”

In the next round, the Swiss will face eighth
seed Caty McNally who eased past fellow Amer-
ican Katie Volynets 6-2, 6-1 in 65 minutes. Fourth
seed Ekaterina Alexandrova started her title de-
fense with a 6-3, 6-4 viclory over Evgeniya Ro-
dina. No 6 seed Bianca Andreescu beat Turkish
qualifier Zeynep Sonmez, who was also making her
WTA main-draw debut, 6-4, 6-4. Veronika Kud-
ermetova is top seed in a field that also includes
Vicloria Azarenka. — AFP
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