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Kuwaitl records first fiscal
surplus in nearly a decade

$21bn surplus achieved * 92% revenues from oil « Wages, subsidies make up 78 % of spending

Crown Prince meels British FM

KUWAIT: HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets
British Foreign Minister James Cleverly on July 26, 2023. — KUNA (See Page 2)

KUWAIT: Kuwail recorded its first
surplus in nine years for the 2022-2023
fiscal year which ended in March, the
finance ministry said on Wednesday,
crediting last year’s surge in oil prices.
The state, whose revenues rely heavily
on hydrocarbons, closed its fiscal bal-
ance with a surplus of KD 6.4 billion ($21
billion), the ministry said, against an ac-
tual deficit of KD 4.3 billion ($14 billion)
in the previous fiscal year. “The final
account of the state’s financial adminis-
tration records an actual surplus for the
first time in nine years,” the ministry said
in a statement on its website.

More than 92 percent of revenues came
from oil after prices surged [ollowing last
year’s Russian invasion of Ukraine. Oil
revenues for the fiscal year which start-
ed in April 2022 stood at KD 26.7 billion
($87 billion), a 64 percent increase [rom
the previous vear, the ministry said. The
average price of a barrel of oil over the fis-
cal year stood al $97.1, an increase of 21.4
percent compared Lo the previous year.

Output was 2.7 million barrels per day.

Revenues for the current fiscal year
are expected to fall due to a decline in oil
prices. The draft budget for the 2023-2024
fiscal year — published in January — was
calculated based on a price of $70 per bar-
rel. The 2023-2024 draft budget projects
a growing deficil, with lotal revenues ex-
pected to drop to around $63.8 billion.

The finance ministry said aclual revenues
reached KD 28.8 billion ($93.8 billion), ris-
ing by 54.7 percent, in the fiscal year 2022-
2023, noting that oil proceeds stood at 92.7
percent of the achieved income. Actual oil
revenues amounted to KD 26.7 billion ($87
billion), rising by 64.7 percent, while actu-
al non-oil proceeds reached KD 2.1 billion
($6.8 billion), falling by 12.8 percent. Total
actual expenditures reached KD 22.4 bil-
lion ($73 billion), a fall of 2.6 percent, the
statement said.

Wages and subsidies conslitluted 78
percent of total expenditures and actu-
al capital spending reached nine percent
of total expenditures. The press release

quoted Deputy Prime Minister, Minister
of Oil and Minister of State for Econom-
ic Affairs and Investments and the Acling
Minister of Finance Dr Saad Al-Barrak
as saying Kuwail enjoys a solid financial
status, huge reserves and monelary and
financial stability. These faclors solidily
the state vis a vis oil market jitters in the
short term “and enable us to rise above the
interim challenges and seize opportunities
emanaling from these challenges”.

Kuwail is home Lo seven percent of the
world’s crude reserves. It has little debt
and one of the strongest sovereign wealth
funds in the world. However, it suffers
from constant standolfs belween elected
lawmakers and governments.

The political instability, which has seen
seven general elections held in little more
than a decade, has spooked investors and
stymied economic reforms. Kuwail's fifth
government in less than a year took the
oath of office last month after the latest
election returned an opposition-con-
trolled parliament. — Agencies

Constitutional court
reforms approved as
it endorses elections

By B Izzak

‘Attempted coup’
in troubled Niger
as president held

KUWAIT: The National Assembly on Wednesday
overwhelmingly approved crucial amendments to the
law governing the constitutional court, eliminating its
powers to nullify parliamentary elections as it did on
three occasions since 2012. The vote coincided with

X a scheduled ruling by the constitutional court, which
Bazoum  was bem.g - rejected all petitions against the June 6 parliamentary
held by members of his - polls, which means that the current Assembly and gen-
gpard, who LD eral elections have been confirmed by the country’s
given an ultimatum by top court and will not be dissolved by the court. The
the arryny, SOUrces said. amendments were approved in two rounds of voting
E?%&&Sé Atilréc?frli)clgg by 58 members, including all present

Union and the Europe- Continued on Page 6

an Union condemned what they called an “al-
tempted coup d’etat,” a description echoed by
a source close to Bazoum who also predicted
the bid would fail.

A close ally of France, Bazoum was elected in
2021, taking the helm of a country mired in pov-
erly and burdened by a history of chronic insta-
bility. Members of the elite Presidential Guard
on Wednesday morning sealed off access Lo the
president’s residence and offices, and after talks
broke down “refused to release the president,”
another presidential source said. “The army has
given them an ultimatum,” said the source, who
spoke on condilion of anonymity.

In a message on Twitter, which is being re-
branded as X, the president’s office said “ele-
ments of the Presidential Guard (PG) had a fit
of temper... (and) tried unsuccessfully to gain
the support of the national armed forces and

NIAMEY: An attempt-
ed coup was underway
Wednesday in the Sa-
hel state of Niger as
President ~ Mohamed
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KUWAIT: Members of parliament attend a session of the National Assembly on July 26, 2023. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Mohamed Bazoum

Fatah party and Hamas’ political bu-
reau chiel Ismail Haniva, has said his
government will do its best to push for
intra-Palestinian reconciliation.

He told Wednesday’s meeling, which
was held behind closed doors, that a lack
of unity among the Palestinians benefited
those “who wanted to undermine peace”
according to the Turkish leader’s office.
An official in the Palestinian presidency =
told AFP that Abbas “invited all Palestin- e al
ian factions, including Hamas and Islamic ; .
Jihad, Lo atlend the meeling of the heads
of the factions in Cairo” on Sunday.

Continued on Page 6

Erdogan meets
Palestinian prez,
Hamas leader

ISTANBUL: Turkey’s leader Recep
Tayyip Erdogan on Wednesday spoke
in Ankara with the Palestinian president
and the head of Hamas in the run-up to
a crucial meeling of Palestinian factions
sel for the weekend. Erdogan, who has
good lies with Mahmoud Abbas of the

-~ ANKARA: Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas and the leader of the Pal-
~_1 estinian Hamas movement Ismail Haniya meet Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan at the Presidential Complex on July 26, 2023. — AFP

in a report that while students should learn about  with a solid pedagogical framework. But only a

the national guard.”

Continued on Page 6
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UN warns against
‘excessive’ tech
use in classrooms

PARIS: Heavy reliance on lechnology in education
may be unproductive, or even detrimental, if it inter-
feres with the acquisition of basic skills such as read-
ing, the UN warned on Wednesday. The body’s ed-
ucalion, culture and science agency UNESCO said

Lechnology in the world, teachers should beware of
overusing “fancy technological” means in the class-
room. “There is little robust evidence on digital tech-
nology’s added value in education,” the report said.
Technology in the classroom “can have delri-
mental impact if inappropriate or excessive”, it
said. “It should focus on learning oulcomes, not
on digital inputs.” Manos Antoninis, who directed
the UNESCO report, said 20 years after laptops
began o be rolled oul in schools, it was clear that
such policies only worked if they were combined

“few countries have had the patience and ener-
gy to move into that direction”, he said. “It’s not
enough to just distribute devices,” he said.
UNESCO had observed a rising trend of ban-
ning smartphones in classrooms, with “one in four
countries” passing laws and regulations to that ef-
fect. “The presence of a phone in a classroom can be
very distracting,” Antoninis said. He said smartphone
bans in schools, including by liberal countries like
The Netherlands, were “an interesting and
Continued on Page 6
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Sheikh Talal affirms strong and
historic Kuwait-British relations

Defense Minister, Foreign Minister hold talks with visiting UK official

-

KUWAIT: First Deputy PM and Minister of Interior Sheikh Talal Khaled
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah (right) receives UK Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs James Cleverly on Wednesday.

KUWAIT: First Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Minister of Interior Sheikh Ta-
lal Khaled Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and UK
Secretary of State for Foreign, Com-
monwealth and Development Affairs
James Cleverly, discussed topics of
mutual concern on Wednesday. During
the meeling, allended by UK Ambas-
sador to Kuwait Belinda Lewis, Sheikh
Talal Al-Khaled affirmed the strong
and historic Kuwaiti-British ties, said
the Ministry of Interior’s department of
media and relations in a statement. On
his part, Cleverly thanked Sheikh Talal
Al-Khaled for the reception, adding
that the topics discussed are of impor-
tance to develop cooperation between
the two countries. The meeling was also
allended by senior officials ol the Min-
istry ol Information.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Defense Sheikh Ahmad Fahad Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah also held discussions relations
with the visiling UK Foreign Secrelary
James Cleverly. A ministry stalement said
military and defensive issues, in addition
to latest regional and international devel-
opments were discussed.

Sheikh Ahmad Al-Fahad praised
depth of historic relations between the
two countries, said the statement, add-
ing thal the meeling was allended by
Britain’s Ambassador to Kuwait Belinda
Lewis and Assistant Foreign Minister
for Europe Sadeq Marafi.

Meanwhile, Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah also met with the visiting UK

official. The meeling touched upon the
bilateral and historic ties between the
two [riendly countries and ways Lo boosl
cooperation in various fields. The two
sides also discussed the latest political
regional and global developments.

Moreover, the meeling stressed the
importance of continuing the joint dia-
logue in the technical and legal aspects
of demarcating the maritime borders
beyond mark (162) between the Stale
of Kuwait and the Republic of Iraq, em-
phasizing the need lo resolve this issue
in a manner that is consistent with the
rules of international law.

They also discussed enhancing co-
operation within the framework of re-
solving crises by peaceful means, with
all neutralily, in order Lo maintain the
international order and respect for the
sovereignly of slales over their lands
and maritime borders. The talks also
tackled the current developments of the
Palestinian cause, the repeated Zionist
allacks on Al-Agsa Mosque and Mus-
lim sanclilies, and the ongoing system-
atic and serious Zionist violations and
crimes against the Palestinian people.

The repeated crimes and reprehen-
sible practices of burning copies of the
Holy Quran in Sweden and Denmark
were also discussed, and those totally
rejected practices were condemned.

Cleverly, who is on a 3-day visil Lo
Qatar, Kuwait and Jordan, emphasized
the UK’s growing partnership with the
region. A foreign office statement said.
“I am delighted to be back in the Mid-
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dle East. The UK’s mutually beneficial
relationships with the Gulf and Jordan
continue Lo thrive. We have a bright fu-
ture together,” Foreign Secretary James
Cleverly said. “From working logether
on shared goals like developing stron-
ger lrade lies and securily, I am proud
ol how we are collaboraling for the
benefit of us all.” The UK also remains

| KUWAIT: Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and Kuwaiti delegation hold talks with UK Secretary
of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Affairs James Cleverly and his accompanying delegation. — KUNA

|

Deputy PM Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Ahmad Fahad Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah (right) re-
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah (right) receives James Cleverly. — KUNA photo

ceives James Cleverly.

committed to supporting refugees and
host communities, collaboraling with
partners to help the most vulnerable in
the region.

In Qalar, the Foreign Secrelary mel
with the Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister, Sheikh Mohammed bin Ab-
dulrahman Al-Thani belore travelling
lo Kuwail to meel His Highness the

Crown Prince Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and explore oppor-
tunities to strengthen cooperation. In
Jordan on Thursday, he will meet with
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Ayman Al-Safadi. He will also
announce funding to support women
and girls and to help the most vulnera-
ble refugees in Jordan. — KUNA

NBK holds lecture
in partnership with
IE Business School

KUWAIT:  Underscoring its
belief in the importance of in-
vesting in the human capital,
National Bank of Kuwait (NBK)
continues the series of Mas-
terclasses on innovation and
leadership organized for its em-
ployees, in partnership with IE
Business School- Madrid.

This series is part of the
bank’s consistent endeavors
to develop its human capital
and talent and qualifving them
through top-of-the-line train-
ing programs that develop their
skills, in partnership with the
most reputable international educational institutions. The series
includes lectures focusing on several key topics, mainly Innovation
and Leadership, as well as Communication and Digital Trends,
Design Thinking Strategy and Customer Experience.

The second Masterclass, which was held during July, was giv-
en by Pablo Esteves, Professor of Leadership, IE School of Human
Sciences and Technology. Esteves has extensive experience in
entrepreneurial endeavors, and is a partner at Emzingo, a leading
institution in leadership development, entrepreneurship and social
innovation, and helped manage 100+ social projects since 2011.

The Masterclass aimed to explore future working trends and
strategic planning for a volatile, uncertain, complex, and ambig-
uous (VUCA) world, identify the challenges and opportunities
that may emerge and understand the waves and signals that help
imagine plausible future scenarios, and apply them in different
fields and industries. This Masterclass comes within an intensive
Development initiative, which includes eight masterclasses which
extend until the beginning of next year, and focus on many key
topics that are instrumental in the future of the banking industry.

Speaking on this, Najla Al-Sager, Head of Talent Management,
Group Human Resources at National Bank of Kuwait, said: “NBK
regards ils employees as ils most valuable resource, therefore, we
give top priority to developing the skills of its employees, har-
nessing all capabilities Lo contribute Lo their professional devel-
opment. To this end, the bank provides training and development
programs in partnership with the most reputable international
educational institutions, engaging a number of well-renowned ex-
perts to benefit from of their experience in relevant fields.” “NBK’s
consistent efforts to increase the efficiency of its employees re-
flect its commitment to achieving sustainable growth and creating
abanking generation that can assume leadership in the future, and
sustain the bank’s successful journey,” she noted.

“Human capital investment is one of NBK’s key strategies to
achieve more success, especially considering that developing hu-
man resources is a key driver of the banl’s leadership, locally and
regionally,” she added. Founded in 1973, IE Business School is one
of the largest business schools in the world, consistently ranked
among the top international educational institutions by interna-
tional magazines and newspapers, Forbes, The Economist, Finan-
cial Times and Bloomberg.

Najlaa Al-Sager

A technician checks a device for measuring heat and
humidity.

How temperatures
are accurately
measured in Kuwait

KUWAIT: Although Kuwait is one of the countries
that witnesses the most noticeable rise in tempera-
lures, even exceeding the 50-degree mark in the
Jahra station, the forecasts for these days as well as
the upcoming days remain open [or other regions. As
the summer gets hotter, questions are being raised
about the distinction between their officially ap-
proved degrees or those seen in vehicles and other
measuring instruments.

In an interview with KUNA Wednesday, climate
observer at the Meteorology Department of the Di-
rectorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) Dr Has-
san Dashti said that the department is keen to pro-
vide all accurate and reliable information on weather
conditions and temperatures with internationally
accredited scientific measuring devices through 27
land and sea surface moniloring slations in various
regions of the country.

These stations measure temperatures lranspar-
ently and in a scientific way, according to the stan-
dards approved by the World Meteorological Orga-
nizalion (WMO), and through moniloring slalions
that are followed up 24 hours a day, monitoring their
readings and analyzing them using advanced com-
puters in a scientific way, Dashti added.

He pointed out the administration’s keenness to
provide all accurate and reliable information and
data on weather phenomena and its elements such
as lemperatures, atmospheric pressure, wind speeds
and direclion, and rainfall amounts through interna-
tionally accredited scientific measurement devices
through these stations, noting that all these centers
and slalions are subjecl lo international standards
that must be mel so that the desired degree can be
calculated and based on it.

Accurale lemperature measurements are the main
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A technician examines the recorded readings made
by a mobile weather monitoring station.

concern of meteorological centers and departments
through those stations, with each station having spe-
cial sensors that depend on the nature of its use, he
stated. He stressed the need to differentiate between
measuring the temperature in the shade and mea-
suring it under direct sunlight and in the open air,
indicating that temperatures are affected by the sur-
rounding environmenl, in addition to the accuracy
and sensilivily of the thermomeler used.

Regarding the confusion about what the tempera-
ture indicator reads in some cars and what is circu-
lated on social media, for example, the rise in tem-
peratures above 60 degrees Celsius in the past days,
he explained that the thermometer in the car is af-
fected by several factors, including the temperature
of the engine, the intensity of tralfic congestion, as
well as the factor of dark colors and other influences.

Dashti said: “the method and conditions that
must be met to measure temperatures is through a
special device, which is a wooden box of a special
type with openings that allow air to enter to en-
sure that the temperature measured inside the box
is not affected by direct sunlight or reflected from
the surface of the earth.” “The device is isolated
from direct sunlight and heat radiating from the
ground, so the observed and declared tempera-
ture is the actual temperature,” he added.

Dashti pointed out that the administration also
measures the temperature of the soil and at different
depths, as well as the temperature of the grass, indi-
caling thal measuring the duration and intensily of
sunshine during the day are two important elements
for understanding and predicting the weather for the
purposes of agriculture.

Regarding the measurement of wind speed and
direction at the main meteorological station, Dashti
said that this is done by an anemometer, as the sta-
tions contain an electronic device to measure wind
speed and direction automatically and send data to
the database on an up-to-date basis.

He explained that the department supervises
the operation and maintenance of meteorological
stations, whether fixed or on platforms distributed
on lands and offshore islands and follows up on

A meteorological device that measures the intensity
of the sun.

then in a timely basis through its trained profes-
sional national cadres.

“All these slations are linked lo an integraled
network to collect data around the clock before
sending it via cellular communication lines to the
(main server) at the Meteorological Department
building. The data is then extracted, audited, and
sorted to use in the weather forecasting process or
for climate studies. They are also provided to the
authorities according to the stipulated systems and
regulations,” he added.

Dashti said there is international cooperation be-
tween all meteorological departments and centers
across the world under the umbrella of the World
Meteorological Organization (WMO) regarding the
conditions for collecting information on the weather
at specific and globally agreed on times. The infor-
maltion is distributed through the organization’s net-
work to enable the issuing of weather forecast bulle-
lins around the clock.

He added that the department obtained approval
to start the project of renewing the entire network of
meleorological stations in Kuwait according to the
latest systems and technology. It’s also got approval
for a project to manage data after auditing them ac-
cording to the latest internationally approved quality
control and assurance programs.

“Upgrading the meteorological stations is a quali-
tative leap in the field of land and sea weather obser-
vations and the upper atmosphere,” he said, noting
that the first meteorological station in Kuwail was
established in 1953 in the Shuwaikh area, specifically
Lo record daily observalions.

He pointed out that at the end of 1957, the first
meteorological station was established at Kuwait
International Airport to serve the take-off and
landing operations of aircraft, while the first radio
bulletin for the weather was issued on the State of
Kuwail Radio in 1958.

He slaled thal the air moniloring station at Ku-
wait International Airport operates around the clock
Lo ensure the safety of air traffic from weather fluc-
tuations, especially during the take-off and landing
operations. — KUNA
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How husseiniyas commemorate
the 10th of Muharram in Kuwait

Volunteers, Mol officials collaborate to serve, safeguard public
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Officers search attendees of a husseiniya in this file photo.
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A man pours Arabic coffee for husseiniya attendees in this file photo.
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By Ghadeer Ghloum

KUWAIT: The Islamic month of Muharram
holds great significance for Muslims worldwide.
Among the various events during this month, the
commemoration of the 10th day of Muharram,
known as Ashoura, stands out as an important
event. For Shiite Muslims, the significance of
Ashoura, which falls on Friday, July 28 this year,
stems from the tragic events in which Imam
Hussain, the grandson of Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH), along with his family and followers,
faced betrayal and martyrdom in Karbala.

The event serves as a symbol of sacrifice,
bravery and standing up against oppression.
Shiite Muslims hold the commemoration of
Ashoura as an expression of mourning and sol-
idarity with Imam Hussain and his companions.
Believing that through expressing their sorrow
and despair, they can connect with Imam Hus-
sain’s grief, honor his sacrifice and mourn the
injustice inflicted upon him and his followers.
Thus, they reaffirm their allegiance to the prin-
ciples of justice, righteousness, and resislance
against Lyranny.

Like many other countries, Shiites in IKuwait
come together to commemorate the sorrowful
days of Muharram through visiting the husseini-
va, which is a building or a place of gathering
for people to commemorale and engage in re-
ligious rituals that are related to Imam Hussain.
Different activities take place at the husseinya,
including prayers, lectures that focus on the
life and teachings of Imam Hussain, charity that
aims to distribute food, clothing, healthcare, or
educational assistance to disadvantaged indi-
viduals or communities under the name of Imam
Hussain, and commemorations.

Husseiniyas are particularly  significant
during Muharram, when visitors mourn the mar-
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KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Shiite Muslims take part in a traditional mourning event during Ashura

commemorations in this file photo.

tyrdom of Imam Hussain and his companions
through recitations of elegies and poetry that
talk about the circumstances that Imam Hussain
faced during those days. Such acts of generosi-
ty and selflessness reflect the teachings of Imam
Hussain. Also, the interior ministry in Kuwait
plays a pivotal role in maintaining public safety
during the days of Muharram. As people gather
in large numbers to engage in the mourning rit-
uals, it becomes necessary to provide measures
that are meant to control the crowds.

The ministry deploys a considerable num-
ber of security personnel in strategic locations,
ensuring the smooth flow of movement and

preventing any untoward incidents. Moreover,
they effectively manage traffic, which tends
to be congested due to the increased partici-
pation during this period. This is in addition to
the general public’s volunteerism in organizing
and serving visilors of husseiniyas with person-
al effort and without any financial reward, as
they believe that this brings them spiritual and
emotional reward instead of material reward. By
doing so, they express their love and sadness at
the same time for Imam Hussein and the tragedy
that befell him, ensuring that this matter remains
alive and is passed down from generation to
generation.

Policeman ensure people’s safety during Ashura in
this file photo. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Japan’s policy
on discharge of
treated water

KUWAIT: The Embassy of Japan issued a statement on
July 26,2023 on Japan’s policy on the discharge of lreat-
ed water into the sea: “More than 12 years have elapsed
since the occurrence of the Great East-Japan Earthquake,
and with the generous support of the international com-
munity, particularly the State of Kuwait and its people, the
disaster-stricken area has significantly recovered. Japan
and its people sincerely appreciate the support and will
never forget it.

“One specific issue of concern is the water that contains
radioactive materials associated with the Fukushima Daiichi

Over 800 youth
attend Zain,
SACGC camp

KUWAIT: Zain announces the successful con-
clusion of the Innovation Nation summer camp,
a unique educational experience that came in
partnership with Sabah Al Ahmad Center for
Giftedness and Creativity (SACGC) and in col-
laboration with the Avenues. The camp pre-
sented a unique set of rich content, courses,
and workshops for children and youth to upskill
a wide range of digilal and Lechnical skills with
the aim of nurturing their creativily and [oster-
ing their lalents.

This initiative was the first fruitful result of
Zain and SACGC’s recently signed strategic
partnership to invest in the talents and skills
ol Kuwail’s youth Lo contribute Lo the nalional
economy by empowering tech and digital com-

pelencies, which are core requirements ol Lo-
day’s career markel.

The initiative achieved outstanding results
in a short period of time. In just 10 days, the
summer camp welcomed over 800 children and
youth aged 7-14 vears to join over 130 cours-
es and workshops, covering the fundamentals
ol electronics, robolics, 3D prinlers, program-
ming, artificial intelligence, and more.

The Innovation Nation summer camp offered
a great opportunity for parents to positively
fill their children’s free time while they shop at
the Avenues. Each course or workshop ran for
two hours and was supervised and [lacilitated
by experts, volunteers, and certified trainers
from SACGC. The content was presented in an
out-of-the-box way with fun, informative, and
innovative educational methods that appealed
to younger age groups, resulting in hundreds
ol registrations.

Zain recently signed a memorandum of un-
derstanding with SACGC, a center of the
Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of
Sciences (KFAS), to build a new strategic part-
nership that focuses on elevaling the digilal

literacy of the youth, empower creativily and
innovation, and enhance the local slartup eco-
system in the community.

The MoU aims to foster a joint collabora-
tion between the two partners to achieve a
number of targets, including clevating digi-
tal literacy, developing digital competencies,
supporting the local startups ecosystem, em-
powering Kuwaiti inventors and innovators to
excel, and more to serve the nation’s develop-
mental, economic, and social goals. The part-
nership targets young people of 7-35 years,
and includes insightful programs, workshops,
and more Lo share expertise and achieve these
shared goals.

The summer camp is the first of many proj-
ects under Zain’s all-new initiative, Innovation
Nation, under which all of Zain’s innovation
and entrepreneurship programs will fall, espe-
cially within science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics (STEM) areas. The initiative
mainly targets the vouth, and centers around a
number of pillars, including entrepreneurship,
investment, startup acceleration, supporting in-
ventors, foslering innovation, and more.

Nuclear Power Station. Japan has kept storing the water that
is treated by the Advanced Liquid Processing System (ALPS),
and in April 2021 the Government of Japan announced its pol-
icy to discharge ‘ALPS treated water’ into the sea in about two
years. The water to be discharged is such water that has been
sufficiently purified until the concentration of radioactive ma-
terials is below the regulatory standards.

“On July 4, the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) published a comprehensive report. It has conclud-
ed that Japan's approach to the discharge of ALPS treated
water into the sea is consistent with relevant international
safely standards. It has also concluded, based on ils com-
prehensive assessment, that the discharge of the ALPS
treated water will have a negligible radioactive impact on
people and the environment.

“Prime Minister Kishida has expressed his intention to
decide on the concrete timing of discharging after consid-
ering enlire safety measures and efforts to combat repu-
tational damages. He also said the Government of Japan
would continue to explain the efforts of the Government of
Japan regarding ALPS treated water Lo the Japanese com-
munity, including the people in the vicinity areas, as well as
to the international community with higher transparency.
The Government of Japan provides information to the in-
ternational community in a transparent manner based on
scientific evidence in Tokyo and other places, as well as on
the government website.” — Embassy of Japan
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News in Brief

Advance censorship of books
backwards: Graduate Society

KUWAIT: Kuwait Graduates Society said in
a statement Tuesday that it was against a par-
liamentary proposal to censor books import-
ed from abroad before they enter the country.
Chairman of the society Ibrahim Al-Mulaifi said
the status-quo for censorship should be main-
lained. Currently, books are not reviewed before
enlering the country. Instead, the system relies
on subsequent control and referral to the judicia-
ry in case of any harm. “The subsequent super-
vision system has only been in effect for a short
period, so what is the justification for returning
to the old system?!” Mulaifi said. Mulaifi said he
wonders why such proposals are coming from
within the legislative authority “whose members
are supposed to be keen on broadening free-
doms and not suppressing them.” He also found
the Parliamentary silence lowards the moves
that call for the advanced censorship of books
“strange”, especially at a time when censorship
“can’t keep up with information and technology
revolution.” He said that it is necessary lo main-
tain Kuwait’s cultural status in the Arab arena,
and its leadership at book exhibitions through
increasing support and extending all facilities for
all components of the cultural scene and avoid
harming it through some negative proposals.

Explosion leaves 2 workers
injured in Jahra Industrial

KUWAIT: A water heater explosion has led
to the collapse of the roof of a shop in Jah-
ra Industrial area, Kuwait Fire Force reported
Wednesday. The Central Operations Depart-
ment directed the Jahra and Jahra Herafiya fire
brigades to the site. The building was evacuated
as fire crews handled the incident. The collapse
resulted in two workers being injured and they
were laken lo the medical emergency leam for
treatment. In a separate incident, a fire broke
out in the Salmi landfill, according to Kuwait Fire
Force. Jahra, Al-Soor and Al-Isnad fire brigades
were dispatched to the site after a report was re-
ceived by the Central Operations Department on
Wednesday alternoon alerting them Lo the fire.
The fire was extinguished without injuries.

Photo of the day
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A delivery driver rests in the shade of a tree during a heatwave in Kuwait City. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Government, civil society should team
up to motivate entrepreneurs: Official

SME development fund, federation ink deal to support ‘vital’ sector

KUWAIT: Director General of the National Fund
for Small and Medium Enterprise Development, Adel
Al-Hasawi, stressed on Wednesday the need for
government agencies to cooperate with civil society
to motivate entrepreneurs and encourage national
cadres to start their own businesses.

Hasawi said in a statement to the Kuwail News
Agency (KUNA) Tuesday on the sidelines of the
signing of a memorandum of understanding belween
the fund and the Federation of Kuwaiti Profession-
als and Business Associales for Small and Medium
Enterprises at the fund’s headquarters that the gov-
ernment provides support to the initiative and their
projects in all sectors through financing, incubation
and consulting, indicaling that the role of civil society
is complementary and essential to the government.
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President of the the Federation of Kuwaiti Profes-
sionals and Business Associates for Small and Me-
dium Enterprises Sheikha Dr Hessa Saad Abdullah
Al-Sabah said the agreement aims to develop and
support small enterprises and help entrepreneurs to
enhance the role of this important and vital sector in
the Kuwaiti economy.

She stressed that the union has been striving
since ils inceplion Lo encourage entrepreneurs Lo
find creative solutions and motivate Kuwaili youth
towards starting their own businesses and working
in the private sector by providing various job oppor-
tunities and supporting their initiatives and ideas and
turning them into projects on the ground in line with
Kuwait’s development goals.

Hassawi noted the fund’s current efforts to con-
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First Place Winners are seen in this photo.

Ahli bank holds

annual bowling
tournament

KUWAIT: Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) recently or-
ganized its annual staff bowling tournament, demon-
strating its commitment to fostering strong relation-
ships among employees and promoting the importance
of sports for maintaining good health.

The annual bowling tournament, which witnessed
healthy competition amongst staff members, included
the participation of 19 teams, each consisting of three
players, where first and second-place winners received
valuable prizes.

Commenting on the event, Afrah Al-Arbash, General
Manager of Human Resources at ABK, highlighted the
Bank’s dedication to cultivating a friendly atmosphere
outside of the workplace, away from the pressures of
daily life. She said: “This initiative aims to create an ide-
al workplace environment by continuing to strengthen
the bond between ABK employees, thus positively im-
pacting productivity.”

These initialives also endeavor lo enhance employ-
ees’ sense of loyalty and affiliation, ensuring their com-
fort which, in turn, helps improve performance. Arbash
clarified: “Ultimately, this has a positive impact on the
Bank’s ability to provide customers with the highest
qualily of service.” She emphasized that ABK highly
prioritizes the mental wellbeing of its employees. “Par-
ticipating in sports activities helps reduce stress levels
and release endorphins. This can contribute to an over-
all improvement in mood and wellbeing thus helping re-
duce any possible negative emotions,” she said.

Arbash affirmed that sporls evenls provide a plat-
form for social interaction and team building among
employees. This is especially true of team sports events
which encourage collaboration, communication, and
teamwork skills. She added, “The compelilive nature
of sports can help develop qualities, such as resilience,
determination, and self-confidence. It also encourages

tinue supporting small and medium-sized enterpris-
es in Kuwait, to get out of the repercussions of the
COVID-19 pandemic, which had catastrophic effects
on the sector in various countries of the world. He
explained that the fund is keen to revive this import-
ant and vilal sector to help Kuwaili youth establish
their businesses and economic activities to benefit
the national economy and conlribute lo diversifying
sources of income.

Sheikha Hessa added that the federation and
the fund have the desire Lo strengthen bilaleral
ties and cooperation in several areas that con-
cern small and medium-sized entrepreneurs. She
pointed out that signing the agreement aims at ex-
changing experiences, ideas and information in the
field of small businesses. — KUNA
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stall to overcome chal-
lenges as a leam.”

As such, ABK remains
committed to encouraging
employees lo engage in
various sports activities.
Arbash assured that a se-
ries of future events will be
organized, aimed at foster-
ing a sense of camaraderie
among employees.

She concluded: “In ad-
dition to upcoming sports
events, ABK will continue
to conduct regular employee surveys to gain insights
into satisfaction ratings thus allowing us lo assess their
needs and provide the essential tools that help improve
morale, operations and overall performance.”

Since its establishment in 1967, ABK has progressed
to become one of the leading Kuwaiti banks in the re-
gion that is today known for offering a simpler bank-
ing experience. The Bank offers personal, corporale,
and private banking of which includes a wide array
of products and services. ABK also provides a broad
range of local, regional, and global investment solutions
and services through its subsidiary, ABK Capital. En-
joying equal slability and strength, the Bank also offers
the convenience of banking across the region, servicing
other markets in Egypt and the UAE.

Afrah Al-Arbash

ABK’s team spirit at the bowling tournament.
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United by Beirut blast grief, couple vow to fight for justice

Deadly ﬁre ragmg
aboard car carrier
ship sparks fears
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Mediterranean nations

fight heat, deadly

Thousands evacuated as death toll mounts

res

KARYSTOS: Military officers and firemen search for the debris of a Canadair CL-215 firefighting aircraft, which crashed near while being flown to flght a wildfire in Karystos, on the Greek Aegean island of Evia. Two pilots died
when their water-bombing plane crashed while battling a blaze on the Greek island of Evia on July 25, as wildfires flared across the Mediterranean. — AFP

RHODES: Greece sweltered in intense heat
Wednesday while crews scrambled to douse dead-
ly wildfires that have also struck nations around the
Mediterranean and killed dozens. Thousands of peo-
ple have evacuated in the region this week as fires
also flared in Croatia and Italy, and flames killed 34
in Algeria in extreme heat that has left landscapes
tinder dry. “Back home, there is nothing left and not
even a sheep survived,” Taous Timizar, a survivor of
the blaze in northeast Algeria, told AFP.

Wilnesses described fleeing walls of {lames that
raged “like a blowtorch”, and TV footage showed
charred cars, burnt-out shops and smouldering
scrubland. Scientists from the World Weather Attri-
bution group said this week the heatwaves that have
hit parts of Europe and North America this month
would have been almost impossible without hu-
man-caused climate change. The European Union’s

2 killed as typhoon
batters Philippines

MANILA: A powerful storm pounded the northern
Philippines on Wednesday, killing at least two people,
toppling trees and knocking out power as thousands
sheltered with neighbors or in emergency evacua-
tion centers. Typhoon Doksuri was “slowly moving
away from Dalupiri Island”, off the northern tip of
the main island of Luzon, and into open waters, the
state weather agency said in its 0900 GMT update.

The agency earlier warned of “violent, life-threat-
ening condilions” as severe maximum suslained
winds of 175 kilometers an hour and heavy rain
pounded the lightly populated region. A woman
selling bread rolls died when she was hit by a fall-
ing coconut tree in the northern province of Isabela
on Wednesday, provincial disaster official Constante
Foronda told AFP.

A 16-year-old boy was crushed to death Wednes-
day when a landslide struck a house in the northern
mounlain cily of Baguio, cily disaster official Julius
Santos told AFP. Rey Aguinaldo, a retired govern-
ment official in the coastal llocos Norte province,
said: “The wind and rain were so strong overnight
I could not sleep well.” “When I got up today, I saw
fallen trees and broken branches outside. We have no
electricity,” he told AFP.

Doksuri had been a super typhoon as it swept
across the Pacific Ocean on Tuesday but weakened
as it neared the Philippines. The storm is expected
to weaken as it moves across the South China Sea,
grazing Taiwan before making landfall in southeast

Storms and Sicily
wildfires kill five

MILAN: At least five people were found dead in
Italy Tuesday following violent storms in the north
and wildfires in Sicily, which could lead the govern-
ment to declare a state of emergency in the hard-
est-hit regions. A 16-year-old girl on a camping trip
was among two people who died in storms that hit
northern Italy, Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni said.
The teenager was killed when a tree fell on her tent
during a scoul camp near Brescia, after high winds
and torrential rain overnight.

On Monday, a middle-aged woman died after also
being hil by a [alling tree in Lissone, north of Milan.
Meloni confirmed the two “tragic” deaths due to bad
weather, and offered her thoughts to their loved ones
on social media. Milan residents reported torrential

climate observatory Copernicus on Wednesday said
smoke emissions from wildfires in Greece have been
the highest for this period of time in the last 21 years.
Greece has battled over 600 fires in the past 12 days,
the government said Wednesday.

Temperatures were expected to hit between 43-
46 degrees Celsius in central and southern Greece,
according Lo the nalional meleorological service.
“Today is the most difficult day in terms of the heat,
complicating the fight against existing fires and mak-
ing new fire outbreaks more likely,” fire department
spokesman loannis Artopios told Skai radio. Storms
are forecasl for Thursday. Greece is used lo summer
heatwaves, but is experiencing one of the longest
ones in recent years, according to experts. The civil
protection ministry has warned of an extreme danger
of fire in six of the country’s 13 regions on Wednesday.

Wildfires, which have been burning in several
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China on Friday. High waves lashed southeastern Tai-
wan coast on Wednesday, with the Central Weather
Bureau issuing warnings and heavy rain advisories.
China also issued its highest alert for Doksuri, stop-
ping trains and calling fishing boats to shore as the
storm approaches.

Thousands flee homes
In the Philippines, around 12,000 people were
evacuated from their homes in Cagayan province, in-
cluding 431 in the Babuyan islands, following warn-
ings of three-meter storm surges, Cagayan disaster
official Ruelie Rapsing told AFP. Dalupiri is one of
the five islands that make up the tiny Babuyan ar-

rain and hail in the early hours of Tuesday morning,
which flooded streets and uprooted trees, many of
which fell onto parked cars.

Transport authorities reported serious damage to
the city’s electricity network, while an AFP journalist
said water in the historic centre was temporarily shut
off. Firefighters said the siluation was “very serious”,
reporting more than 200 calls for help across Milan
since 4 am (0200 GMT). But even as the north was
drenched, the heatwave across the south persisted,
with temperatures of 47.6 degrees Celsius (117 de-
grees Fahrenheit) recorded in the eastern Sicilian
cily of Calania on Monday.

The bodies of two people in the 70s were found
in a house destroyed by the flames while anoth-
er 88-year-old woman was found near the Sicilian
city of Palermo, according to media reports Tues-
day evening. Sicily’s regional president Renato
Schifani said he planned to ask the government
ahead of a Wednesday ministers’ meeling to de-
clare a state of emergency for the Mediterranean
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parts of the country for more than 10 days, were rav-
aging the lourist islands of Rhodes, Corfu and Evia.
The EU crisis managemenl commissioner’s office
on Wednesday said over 490 firefighters and sev-
en planes had been deployed to different areas in
Greece under the bloc’s civil protection mechanism.
Al least 100 firefighters were working Lo conlain the
flames on Evia, where on Tuesday two pilots were
killed when their water bomber aircraft crashed. The
body of a third viclim was also found on Evia.

Fires around Mediterranean

Authorities have evacuated tens of thousands of

people from fire areas in Greece, including many
tourists. The severe heatwave in Greece has also
been reflected across much of southern Europe and
northern Africa. In Italy, firefighters spent the night
battling wildfires in Sicily, one of which approached
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GAOQL: Flshmg boats are moored at a port in the Gaoqi locality of Xiamen city at Fujian province in preparation
for the approaching Typhoon Doksuri on July 26, 2023. — AFP

chipelago. Widespread flooding and power cuts
were reported in the north of Luzon, while landslides
blocked key arleries in ils mounlainous interior.

About 1,500 people were also evacuated
from coastal communities in neighboring Isabela,
Foronda said. “We won'’t allow them to go home
until we get the all clear from the experts,” he said.
Some evacuees have sheltered with neighbors
who had concrete houses, while others were taken
to municipal halls. “The roof of the Sanchez Mira
municipal hall was blown off,” Rapsing added.
“The windows of an evacuation centre there also
broke so we had to move them to multi-purpose
halls back in their villages.” — AFP

SICILY: Photo shows a house burning in the Tono
district of Messina, Sicily, as a fire rages. — AFP

island. Firefighters on the island spent a night bat-
ting wildfires, one of which gol so close Lo Palermo
airport that the facility was shut down for several
hours Tuesday morning. — AFP

so close to Palermo airport that it shut down for sev-
eral hours Tuesday morning. Italy’s civil protection
department on Tuesday reported “extensive fires”
across the south. In the north, a 16-year-old girl on a
camping lrip was among two people killed by falling
trees during violent storms.

Dozens of firefighters were battling a wildfire near
Croatia’s picturesque southern city of Dubrovnik,
authorities said Wednesday, with water-bombing
planes dispatched to help contain the blaze. Around
130 firefighters were working Lo conlain the {lames
that had been spread by strong winds on Tuesday.
Local media reported the fire also triggered land-
mines to explode in the area. During the bloody
break-up of Yugoslavia in the 1990s, Dubrovnik was
besieged and shelled by Serb forces, leading several
areas in the cily to be damaged while swaths of its
outskirts are slill contaminated by landmines. — AFP

Iran ‘intensifying’
hijab crackdown

PARIS: Iranian authorities have in the last months
launched an intensified crackdown against women
deemed to have violated the Islamic republic’s strict
dress rules, Amnesty International said on Wednesday.
Iran was convulsed for months by unprecedented pro-
Lests sparked by the September 2022 custody death of
Mahsa Amini, 22, who had been arrested by the mo-
rality police for purportedly breaking the rules. Some
politicians inside Iran had argued in the wake of the
protests that the rules should be loosened and there
were even indications - never confirmed - that the mo-
rality police could be abolished.

But with the intensity of protests diminishing over
the last months, Amnesty said Iranian authorities had
launched a new crackdown on women’s dress since
April. “The Iranian authorities are doubling down their
oppressive methods of policing and punishing women
and girls to quell widespread defiance of degrading
and discriminatory compulsory veiling laws,” Amnesty
said. It has been obligatory for women to cover their
heads and necks since shortly after the Islamic revolu-
Llion of 1979 that ousted the secular shah.

Police patrols

Viral images posted online during the protest
movement showed women removing their headscarves
as well as carrying oul daily tasks such as shopping
bareheaded. Some images showing women without
headscarves at cafe tables in relatively secular north-
ern Tehran had suggested a more permissive attitude
in some areas. But Amnesty said there is in fact “an in-
Lensified nationwide crackdown”, and noted that police
this month announced the return of car and foot patrols
enforcing compulsory veiling across the country.

According to Amnesty, more than a million wom-
en have received SMS warnings threatening that their
vehicles will be confiscated if they are found travel-
ling in a car while unveiled. “Moralily policing in Iran
is back,” said Agnes Callamard, Amnesty International
secrelary general. She added the stepped-up enforce-
ment was “intensified by mass surveillance technol-
ogies capable of identifying unveiled women in their
cars and pedestrian spaces”.

Hundreds of businesses such as holels, restau-
rants, pharmacies and shopping centres have been
forcibly closed for refusing lo enforce compulsory
veiling laws while women have been denied access
Lo educalion, banking services and public transport,
Amnesty said. Earlier this month a “disturbing video”
wenl viral on social media showing a female police
officer “harassing and assaulting” an unveiled woman
in Tehran, pushing her against a wall and allempling
to violently arrest her and take her into a van, the
walchdog said. — AFP
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NASA laboratory hopes to find life’s
building blocks in asteroid sample

Sample could be key to understanding formation of solar system

HOUSTON: Eager scientists and a gleaming lab awaits.
A sample from the asteroid Bennu, which could be key
to understanding the formation of the solar system and
our own planet, is set to be analyzed at NASA’s John-
son Space Center in Houston after it reaches Earth in
late September. The precious cargo is currently aboard
OSIRIS-REx, a US space probe launched in 2016 to
Bennu, which orbits the Sun at an average distance of
about 105 million miles.

Long while sleeves hang from the huge metal and
glass box in which the sample will be handled. Scientists
will separate pieces of the rock and dust for study now,
while carefully storing away the rest for future generations
equipped with better technology—a practice first started
during the Apollo missions to the Moon.

“We don't expect there to be anything living but
(rather) the building blocks of life,” Nicole Lunning,
lead OSIRIS-Rex sample curator, told AFP. “That’s re-
ally what molivated going to this type of asteroid, to
understand what the precursors were that may have
fostered life in our solar system and on Earth.” Once
the return vessel arrives at the Texas “cleanroom,” Lun-
ning’s job will be to carefully disassemble it and sep-
arate the contents, all while keeping the material pure
and uncontaminated.

The spacecraft is scheduled to land in the Utah des-
ert on September 24, carrying an estimated 8.8 ounces,
or 250 grams ol malerial—jusl over a cuplul. Oblaining
it involved a high-risk operation in October 2020: the
probe came into contact with the asteroid for a few sec-

US urged to confront
racism; Biden honors
lynching victim

WASHINGTON: US President Joe Biden designat-
ed a new national monument Tuesday to memorialize
the racist 1950s lynching of Emmett Till, and chal-
lenged Americans lo confront their dark history or
risk repeating the past. “We should know about our
country. We should know everything,” Biden said at
a While House ceremony allended by lawmakers
and Till family members, including the last surviving
witness Lo his abduction, prior to torture and murder.

The monument honors Till, a 14-year-old Black
boy snatched by white men in 1955 after he allegedly
whistled at a white shopkeeper’s wife in Mississippi.
It also honors his mother Mamie Till-Mobley, who
turned the tragedy into a focal point for the nascent
civil rights movement. Signed on the 82nd anniver-
sary of Till's birth, Biden’s proclamation preserves
three historic sites in Illinois and Mississippi.

One is the Roberts Temple Church of God in
Christ in Chicago, where a huge crowd viewed Till’s
mulilated body at the funeral after Mamie Till-Mo-
bley insisted on leaving the casket open, saying
Americans should see what had been done. Anoth-
er will be the Tallahatchie, Mississippi, courthouse
where an all-white jury acquitted the men accused
ol murdering Till, although they would later admit Lo
the crime. The spot on the Tallahatchie River where
Till's battered body was eventually discovered is also
part of the memorial. Signs commemorating the bru-
tal event there and in other locations around Talla-
hatchie County have repeatedly been defaced and
vandalized over the years.

onds, and a blast of compressed nilrogen was emilled
to raise the dust sample which was then captured. The
whole mission was imperiled when NASA realized a few
days later that the valve of the collection compartment
was failing to close, letting fragments escape into space.
But the precious cargo was finally secured after being
transferred to a capsule fixed in the spacecrafl’s cenler.

The first samples brought to Earth by asteroids were
carried out by Japanese probes in 2010 and 2020, with
the latter found to contain uracil, one of the building blocks
of RNA. The finding lent weight to a longstanding theory
that life on Earth may have been seeded from outer space
when asleroids crashed into our planet carrying funda-
mental elements. Cosmochemist Eve Berger can’t wait to
get to work on the Bennu material. “These samples hav-
en’t hit the Earth. They haven't been exposed lo our at-
mosphere. They haven't been exposed to really anything
excepl harsh space for billions of years,” she said.

Ultimately they “will help us to determine wheth-
er what we really think is true, is true,” said Berger.
Not only might the Bennu sample add to our knowl-
edge of the ingredients that brought life to our world,
but “if we can figure out what happened here on the
Earth, that helps us to extrapolate to other bodies
where we might look or how we might interpret what
we're seeing,” she added. Could Bennu bring back
something that’s never been seen before? “You nev-
er know,” said Berger. “Bennu is a trickster, so we’ll
know more in a few months when the sample comes
back—that would be exciting!"— AFP

‘Quile a journey’ Joining the audience in the
ornale Indian Trealy Room was Wheeler Parker,
a pastor now in his 80s, who was Till's best friend
and cousin when, at age 16, he witnessed Till taken
to his death. Parker spoke of that “night of terror”
but reflected that changes in the United States had
brought him all the way to standing alongside the
president in the White House. It’s “been quite a
journey for me from the darkness to the light,” he
said, recalling his “fear of cerlain death in the dark-
ness of a thousand midnights.”

“Back then in the darkness, I could never imagine
a moment like this: standing in the light of wisdom,
grace, and deliverance,” he said. An emolional Biden
spoke quietly about the Till story, something he has
long taken an interest in, including hosting a screen-
ing of the 2022 biopic movie “Till” early this year. He
then connecled the nearly seven-decades-old case
Lo recent conlroversies over race, slavery and more
contemporary issues.

Without naming names, Biden—who at 80 was
born in to the same generation as the slain Missis-
sippi leenager—Look shots al a chorus of Republi-
cans who complain that leftist ideology is teaching
Americans to be ashamed of their past. One of the
most prominent right-wing voices, Florida Governor
Ron DeSantis, is secking to challenge Biden in the
2024 presidential election on a campaign of fighting
the “virus” of leftist “woke” attitudes.

Mirroring a broader right-wing push nationwide,
Florida’s government has sought to weed out school
textbooks seen as overly emphasizing LGBTQ is-
sues, race and the oppression of Black people. De-
Santis himself suggested last Iriday that slaves ben-
efited from job training while they were the property
of white owners. “They’re probably going to show
that some of the folks that eventually parlayed, you
know, being (an enslaved) blacksmith into doing
things later in life,” DeSantis said. — AFP
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HOUSTON: The OSIRIS-REx Curation Lab, where samples will be processed, is seen during a media day
hosted by NASA to preview the OSIRIS-REx Sample Lab at Johnson Space Center in Houston. — AFP

Deadly fire raging
aboard car carrier
ship sparks fears

THE HAGUE: Authorities were battling Wednes-
day a deadly blaze raging aboard a car carrier ship
off the Netherlands, sparking fears of ecological
damage to a fragile nearby island chain. The cargo
aboard the vessel includes electric vehicles and a
coaslguard official told Dulch media thal authorilies
were looking into whether the fire had slarted with
one of them. Rescue personnel received a call shortly
after midnight saying a fire had started on the lre-
mantle Highway, a Panamanian-registered ship with
3,000 vehicles on board, about 14.5 nautical miles
off the northern Dutch island of Ameland.

“All 23 crew members have... been evacuated off
the ship” with the use of helicopters and a boat, the
Dutch coastguard said on its website. “The crew
tried to put out the fire themselves, but failed. Un-
fortunately one person died and several others were
injured,” it added. At least seven crew members
jumped overboard and were rescued from the water,
while the rest were airlifted by helicopter.

The Fremantle Highway is an 18,500-tonne car
carrier ship and was sailing between Bremerhaven
in Germany and Port Said in Egypt when the blaze
broke out, according to the marinetraffic.com web-
site. “The blaze is still raging on board,” the coast-
guard said in a later update, adding that the ship was
listing. The Fremantle Highway is currently close to
Ameland, one of four ecologically sensilive Frisian
islands, silualed in the Waddensee area just north of
the Dutch mainland.

Also called the Frisian Islands, the area has been
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AT SEA: This aerial photograph shows emergency boats
extinguishing a fire aboard the Panamanian-registered

car carrier cargo ship Fremantle Highway, off the coast
of the northern Dutch island of Ameland. — AFP

declared a UNESCO World Herilage Site and has a
rich diversity of more than 10,000 aquatic and ter-
restrial species. This included more than 140 species
of fish of which some 20 spent their entire life in the
lidal areas along the islands’ famous mud flats. The
area also has a large seal and porpoise population.
Should the Fremantle Highway sink, “it would be a
disaster of the highest order,” the daily tabloid De
Telegraaf said.

Salvage vessels were on the scene trying to put
out the blaze and prevent the ship from sinking, the
NOS national broadcaster said. Specialized fire-
fighters were called from Rotterdam, who would be
taken to the ship by helicopter. But the fire devel-
oped so quickly that it was no longer safe to bring
those firefighters on board. A tug vessel has howev-
er managed to attach a cable to the stricken ship to
prevent it from drifting and blocking an important
sailing route into Germany, the NOS said. “We are
taking into account all scenarios,” a coastguard offi-
cial told the NOS. —AFP

Constitutional court
reforms approved...

Continued from Page 1

ministers, and opposed by MP Bader Al-Mulla.
This means that the government is unlikely Lo reject
the legislation. Under the new legislalion, the consli-
tutional court has the right to review Amiri decrees
on dissolving the Assembly or inviting voters to vote
in elections, but only before the elections and not af-
ter, which has been the case.

The courl can accept petitions against such de-
crees within seven days of their publication and must
issue its verdicl within 10 days and before the elec-
tion date. This means the constitutional court will
have no powers to nullify parliamentary elections as
it did on two occasions in 2012 and a third time in
March this year, when it nullified the Sept 2022 elec-

Erdogan meets
Palestinian prez...

Continued from Page 1

The meeting will “discuss how to confront aggres-
sion against the Palestinian people, especially from the
extremist (Zionist) government, and to strengthen Pales-
tinian unity,” said the official, who spoke on condition of
anonymily. Sources close lo the Fatah party and Hamas
said that the Ankara meeting organized by Erdogan fo-
cused on Palestinian unity and how to end divisions.

The meeling is “very important especially in light of
the continuation of the (Zionist) aggression in Jerusalem
and the West Bank and the continuation of settlement
aclivity,” the sources said. The Zionist has occupied the
West Bank since the Six-Day War of 1967. Earlier this
month, Zionist forces conducted a two-day raid on the

UN warns against
‘excessive’ tech...

Continued from Page 1

surprising finding” for the UNESCO researchers. “Peo-
ple are thinking a little bit more through what the conse-
quences and the distractions in schools are,” he said.

tions and dissolved the National Assembly, which
resulted in holding fresh polls in June.

MPs hailed the amendments as the first real step
toward political reforms. MP Mohammad Al-Hu-
wailah said amending the constitutional court law is
a lrue political reform move and a step in the right
direction for political stability. MP Abdulwahab
Al-Essa said approving the legislation is a popular
and parliamentary victory and will safeguard the ju-
diciary from being a party to political disputes. MP
Dawood Marafie said the amendments will protect
the Assembly against dissolution by courtl.

Assembly speaker Ahmad Al-Saadoun said
he will invite lawmakers for a special session on
Thursday to debate a second key political reform
law — the eslablishment of the higher electlion
commission. Before passing the constitutional
courl legislation, MPs continued to debale the
Amiri address which was delivered at the opening
session of the new Assembly.

Jenin refugee camp razing swathes of the area, and kill-
ing 12 Palestinians, including militants and children. The
raid on Jenin was one of the biggest operations carried
oul by the Zionist army in the West Bank in years.

Turkey is home to prominent Hamas officials even
though the Palestinian group, which controls the Gaza
strip, is considered a lerror organization by much of the
West. Haniya and the group’s former chief Khaled Meshal
visits Turkey often. Erdogan is a fervent supporter of the
Palestinian cause and a fierce critic of the Zionist entity —
but he altered regional strategy by initiating an outreach
Lo the ZionisL enlily aller several years of lensions.

Zionist Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was due
to visit Turkey this week, but his visit was later post-
poned, after he had surgery last weekend and as the Zi-
onist entity is roiled by protests over contentious judi-
cial reform. Erdogan on Tuesday promised to continue
supporting the Palestinian cause and voiced concerns
over the flare up of violence in the West Bank, after
meeting with Abbas separately. — AFP

The reporl warned strongly against substituting tech-
nology for the acquisition of traditional key skills which
could actually help children avoid some of the pitfalls of
the digital world. Students with strong reading skills, for
example, were much less likely Lo be deceived by phishing
mail, Antoninis said. “If you are taught to read well, read
for meaning, that makes you also better prepared to nav-
igate the digital world and that’s a reality that we often
forget,” Antoninis said. — AFP

Crown jewel
carries weight of
UK’s colonial past

LONDON: The star of Britain's crown jewels, the Koh-
i-Noor diamond, is back on view after a notable absence
from Charles III's coronation that highlighted the nation’s
awkward ties with its colonial past. The massive stone
has appeared at formal occasions for over 150 years, but
Charles’ wife Camilla opted not to wear it for May’s corona-
tion amid debate in the UK over imperial artefacts and calls
in India for the diamond's return.

Months after the coronation, with the crown jewels
returned to public display in the Tower of London, the
question remains: Where does the priceless gem right-
fully belong? Legend has it that the 186-carat diamond,
which was cut down to 106 carats by Queen Vicloria, has
denoted supreme authorily since at least the time of the
Delhi Sultanate’s invasion of the kingdoms of southern
India in the 14th century.

‘Attempted coup’
in troubled Niger...

Continued from Page 1

“The army and national guard are ready lo atlack
the elements of the PG who are involved in this fit of
temper if they do not return to a better disposition,”
the presidency said. “The president and his family are
well,” it added.

The reason for the guards’ anger was not dis-
closed. Access was blocked off to the presidential
complex in Niamey, although there was no abnor-
mal military deployment or sounds of gunfire in the
area, and traffic was normal, an AFP journalist saw.
The Economic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS) and AU issued separate statements con-
demning an “attempled coup d’Etat”.

ECOWAS called for Bazoum’s immediate and un-
conditional release, and warned that all those involved
would be held responsible for his salely. The source
close to Bazoum, speaking on condition of anonymity,
said that the attempt to seize power was “doomed to
fail”. The EU said it “associates itself” with the ECOW-
AS statement, with foreign policy chief Josep Borrell
posting online: “The EU condemns any attempt to de-
stabilize democracy and threaten the stability of Niger”.

The British slate-chartered East India Company formal-
Iy annexed the Kingdom of Punjab in 1849 after winning
the Second Anglo-Sikh War, gaining the diamond as part
of the resulting peace treaty and giving it to Queen Vic-
toria. Yet, New Delhi has repeatedly sought its return and
foreign ministry spokesman Arindam Bagchi said last year:
“We have been raising this matter from time Lo time with the
UK government and we will continue to explore ways and
means for obtaining a satisfactory resolution of the matter.”

One man with a long connection to the diamond is Ed-
die LeVian, CEO of the US-based Le Vian fine jewelers
which counts Rihanna and Jennifer Lopez as clients
whose family looked after the diamond while it was in the
hands of the Persian shah in the 18th century. “I don't know
what the legal argument would be to say that it should be
returned to India, considering that it was gifted to Queen
Victoria by the East India Company and was not taken from
India by the British,” LeVian told AFP at the Tower of Lon-
don, which his company had taken over for an event.

“This diamond wasn't discovered by the Indian gov-
ernment,” he added, saying that India didn't exist as a
sovereign entity at the time of its discovery. “I don’t
know if the claim went to an international court that the
evidence would mean that the government of India has
a right to the Koh-i-Noor diamond. — AFP

The landlocked Sahel state has experienced
four coups since independence from France in
1960 as well as numerous other attempts on pow-
er, including against Bazoum himself. The coun-
try’s last coup occurred in February 2010, over-
throwing then president Mamadou Tandja. There
was an attempted coup just days before Bazoum’s
inauguration in April 2021, according to a security
source at the time.

Several people were arrested, including the sus-
pected ringleader, an air force captain named Sani
Gourouza. He was arrested in neighboring Benin
and handed over to the Niger authorities. Ousmane
Cisse, a former interior minister under a military gov-
ernment of transition that ran from 2010-2011, was
detained in April 2022 for his suspected role. He was
acquitted in February this vear, but five others, in-
cluding Gourouza, were jailed for 20 years.

A second bid to oust Bazoum occurred in March this
year “while the president... was in Turkey”, according
to a Niger official, who said an arrest was made. The
authorities have never commented publicly on the in-
cident. In January 2018, nine soldiers and a civilian
were sentenced by a military court to jail terms rang-
ing from five to 15 vears for having attempted to topple
Bazoum’s predecessor, Mahamadou Issoufou, in 2015.
Those convicted included General Souleymane Salou,
a former army chief of staff and a member of the junta
that had forced out Tandja in 2010. — AFP
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Hardline Cambodian PM to
step down alter 4 decades

Hun Sen to hand power to his eldest son

PHNOM PENH: Cambodian Prime Minister Hun
Sen, one of the world’s longesl-serving leaders, said
Wednesday he will resign and hand power to his el-
dest son after almost four decades of hardline rule.
The former Khmer Rouge cadre has run the kingdom
since 1985, eliminating all opposition to his power,
with rival parties banned, challengers forced to flee
and freedom of expression slifled. His Cambodian
People’s Party (CPP) won a landslide victory in an
election on Sunday with no meaningful opposition,
taking 82 percent of the vote, paving the way for a
dynastic succession to his eldest son that some crit-
ics have compared to North Korea.

“I would like to ask for understanding [rom the
people as I announce that I will not continue as
prime minister,” the 70-year-old said in a special
broadcast on state television. Election authorities
disqualified the only serious challenger, the Can-
dlelight Party, on a technicality in advance of the
election, and the CPP is expected to win all but five
lower house seals. The government hailed the 84.6
percent voter turnout as evidence of the country’s
“democratic maturity” but Western powers, in-
cluding the United States and the European Union,
condemned the poll as neither free nor fair.

The UN’s human rights chiel Volker Turk added his
own criticism on Wednesday, saying opposition parties
and media had faced “restrictions and reprisals” aimed
al hindering free elections. Hun Sen said Hun Manel,
a 45-year-old four-star general, would take over as
prime minister at the head of a new government on
the evening of August 22.“I ask people to support Hun
Manet who will be the new prime minister,” he said,
adding that he was stepping down now to ensure a
smooth handover of power.

MECHMECH: William Noun and his fiancee Maria Fares
stand outside a church built in memory of his late fire-
fighter brother Joe in the village of Mechmech. — AFP

United by Beirut blast
grief, couple vow to
fight for justice

MECHMECH: William Noun and Maria Fares were
united by loss after a devaslaling blast ripped through
Lebanon’s capital three years ago. Now engaged, the
couple pledge to keep fighting for justice. As they
prepare to take their wedding vows, Noun and Fares,
both 28, sit at his family’s house in the hills northeast of
Beirut, surrounded by photographs of Noun’s brother
who perished in the tragedy. “Ours won’t be a nor-
mal wedding,” said Noun, who is set to marry Fares in
September.

“Many people lose their siblings... but the differ-
ence is that we don’l even know why we lost them,
and that they died logether,” he said. Joe Noun and
Fares’ sister Sahar were among 10 firefighters sent to
their deaths when a blaze broke out at a warehouse at
Beirut’s port on August 4, 2020.

What followed was one of the world’s biggest
non-nuclear explosions, which killed more than 220
people, injured at least 6,500 and wreaked destruction
on swathes of the capital. Families of those killed have
been fighting for juslice ever since, with Noun one of
the key figures in the campaign. But three years on,
political pressure and legal hurdles have stalled and
buried the investigation into the cause of the explo-
sion. Fighting back tears, Fares said she was “unable
to think about how the wedding day will go”. “IU’s very
hard, knowing that your sister won’t be next to you.”

‘Our promise’

Authorities said a huge stockpile of ammonium ni-
trate fertilizer kept haphazardly in a port warehouse
for years caught fire and detonated. Despite the scale
of the destruction, no one has yel been held account-
able, and the cause of the fire has not been officially
determined. Noun and Fares first met in 2020 during
a therapy session for the siblings of firefighters killed
in the blast. Overwhelmed with griefl al the time, they
only gol to know each other later.

Noun said he wished they had mel under differ-
ent circumstances, but had found in Fares someone
who shared “the same pain”. Their engagement
“shows our faith: despite everything that happened,
we still have the will to live, and we can still go on”,
said Noun, who runs a [amily restaurant in their
town. Fares described her sister - a paramedic with
the firefighters - as someone who loved life. “We've
been thinking of ways to make their presence felt
with us on the wedding day, maybe with a flower or
a picture,” she said.

The couple are committed not only to each other,
but also to fighting for justice following the explosion.
“We insist on reaching the truth,” said Noun, who has
an image of his brother in a firefighter’s helmet tat-
tooed onto his forearm. “This is our promise and it will
grow after we marry.” But he also acknowledged the
pair would have to “try to separate our private lives
from the investigation”. Otherwise “we will spend our
whole lives crying”. — AFP

PHNOM PENH: Cambodia’s Prime Minister Hun Sen

(left) poses with his son Hun Manet during a ceremo-
ny at a military base in this file photo. — AFP

‘Control security’

Hun Sen has trailed the handover to his son for a
vear and a half, and the 45-year-old played a leading
role in campaigning for Sunday’s vote. But the outgo-
ing leader has made it clear that he still intends to wield
influence, even after he steps down, scoltching the no-
lion the country could change direction. While insist-
ing he would not interfere with his son’s rule, Hun Sen
said he would help him to “control security, order and
Lake part in the further development of the country”.

After stepping down as PM, he will become pres-
ident of the senale and actl as head of state when the
king is overseas, he said. Sebastian Strangio, author of
“Hun Sen’s Cambodia”, told AFP the father “will un-
doubledly exercise a huge influence over the direction
of his son’s administration”. “Lacking his father’s power
and authority, Manel will have limited freedom of ma-
noeuvre, and his actions as leader will most likely be

Japan sees record
drop in population

TOKYO: Japan’s population fell by a record in 2022,
government dala showed Wednesday, as the coun-
try struggles to reverse its perennial low birthrates.
While many developed countries face low birthrates,
the problem is particularly acute in Japan where the
population has now fallen for 14 straight years. The
country has the world’s second oldest population,
after liny Monaco, and in January, Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida warned Japan was “on the verge of
whether we can continue to funclion as a sociely”.

Last year, the number of Japanese fell by 800,523,
or 0.65 percent, to 122,423,038 from a year earlier,
a survey by Lhe internal affairs ministry shows. For
the first time, the population fell in all 47 prefectures.
The overall drop was the steepest decline recorded
since 1968, when the government survey began, the
ministry said. In contrast, Japan’s foreign population
increased by a record 289,498, or 10.7 percent, to
2,993,839 - the highest since 2013, when compara-
live figures were available.

Japan has relatively strict immigration rules but
the government has been gradually loosening them
Lo address labor shortage issues. The sharp increase
also coincided with the governmenl’s relaxalion of
its Covid-19 pandemic border controls. “Decline in
the number of children and population is an import-
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Taiwan stage
first-ever military
drill at airport

TAOYUAN: Taiwan staged its first-ever military
drill at Taoyuan International Airport on Wednes-
day, briefly halling commercial traffic as soldiers
practiced defending the facility against a simulated
attack by Beijing. The exercise is part of Taiwan’s
week-long massive wargames — the annual “Han
Kuang” (Han Glory) drills — which this year has in-
cluded protecting civilian airports as Beijing ramps
up military and political pressures on the island.

This is the first such drill held at Taiwan’s biggest
airport near the capital since it opened in 1979. Ana-
lysts said Taiwan is drawing experiences from Mos-
cow’s invasion of Ukraine, which last vear fended
off a seizure by Russian paratroopers at an airport
just outside Kyiv. “Seeing the experience of the Rus-
sian-Ukrainian war, the Battle of Antonov Airport is a
successful counter-offensive of the Ukrainian forces
in the defence of Kyiv,” said Su Tzu-yun, a mililary
expert at Taiwan’s Institute for National Defence and
Securily Research.

He added that Taoyuan airport’s proximily to a
“red beach” — using a term for a potential land-

dictated by the requirements of the political system,
rather than the other way around,” he said. The need Lo
placate wealthy and powerful CPP members will also
tie his hands, the analyst added.

Chinese influence

Under Hun Sen, Cambodia has tacked close to
Beijing, benefiting from huge Chinese investment
and infrastructure projects, including the redevel-
opment of a naval base that has alarmed Wash-
ington. China welcomed Sunday’s election, with
President Xi Jinping sending Hun Sen a personal
message ol congralulalions.

But the flood of Chinese money has brought prob-
lems, including a rash of casinos and online scam oper-
ations staffed by foreign workers, many trafficked and
toiling in appalling conditions. Critics say his rule has
also been marked by environmental destruction and
entrenched graft. Cambodia ranks 150th out of 180
in Transparency International’s corruption perception
index. In Asia, only Myanmar and North Korea rank
lower. Rights groups accuse Hun Sen of using the legal
system to crush any opposition to his rule - including
critical activists and troublesome union leaders as well
as politicians.

Scores of opposition politicians have been convict-
ed and jailed during his time in power and the law was
changed ahead of Sunday’s election to make it illegal to
call for voters to spoil ballots. Five days before polling
day, authorities banned exiled opposition figurehead
Sam Rainsy from running for office for 25 years for
urging people Lo void their ballot papers. Opposition
leader Kem Sokha was convicted of treason in March
and sentenced to 27 vears in prison over an alleged
plot to topple Hun Sen’s government. He is currently
serving his sentence under house arrest. — AFP

AFP

ant issue that involves Japan’s social, economic, and
social welfare issues,” top government spokesman
Hirokazu Matsuno told reporters on Wednesday.
The government will work towards “prompting
women and elderly people to enter the work-force”
through reforms of work styles and labor markets, he
said. The country of 125 million recorded fewer than
800,000 births last vear, the lowest since records
began, while the cost of elderly care soared. Last
month, Kishida unveiled a $25 billion plan to expand
support [or young people and families in a bid to
help raise the country’s plummeting birthrate. - AFP
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TAOYUAN: Four US made Black Hawk helicopters fly during the military Han Guang drill at the Taoyuan Interna-
tional Airport on July 26, 2023. — AFP

ing point for amphibious assaults — makes it es-
pecially important to protect it. “If it were to be
seized by China, Chinese paratroopers would join
the attack against our troops guarding the beach,”
Su told AFP. Alexander Huang, a military expert at
Taipei’s Tamkang University, said the seizure of
“an adversary’s airport is key to sending in large
numbers of assault forces via air transport in an
invasion operation”.

He added there was an extra incentive for the
Taoyuan drill, besides familiarizing Taiwan’s troops
with emergency scenarios. “This drill can also signal
to potential enemies that we are gelting ourselves
prepared for such contingency,” Huang told AFP. As
air traffic was halted for about 30 minutes, dozens of
soldiers fought off “enemies” landing on the airport’s
tarmac from attack helicopters.

Airport police and firefighters also joined the op-
eration, which the government said is aimed at com-
bining civilian and military forces to protect critical
infrastructure. At the end of it, a soldier climbed a
ramp and waved Taiwan’s national flag, signaling vic-
tory, as “bodies” were littered nearby. China, which
regards Taiwan as its territory, has upped the pres-
sure in recent years, with near-daily warplane incur-
sions and Chinese vessels deployed around the is-
land’s waters. The Chinese military has also held two
massive drills in waters around Taiwan in the past
year, simulaling largeled strikes and a blockade of
the island. — AFP

News in Brief

Moldova expels Russia diplomats

CHISINAU: Moldova has ordered 45 Russian
diplomats and embassy staff to leave the country
“over numerous unfriendly aclions,” officials said
Wednesday, as Lensions between the two countries
are running high. Moldova’s pro-EU government
has firmly condemned Russia’s invasion of neigh-
boring Ukraine and alleged a Russian plot to over-
throw the current government. An investigation by
Moldovan media outlets Jurnal TV and The Insider
published this week alleged that there are 28 anten-
nas on Russia’s embassy in Chisinau and an adjacent
building that could be used for spying. “Forty-five
diplomats and technical staff will have to leave be-
fore August 15th,” Foreign Ministry spokesman Igor
Zaharov told AFP. - AFP

Body parts in floating fridge

BRUSSELS: The discovery of body parts in a fridge
found floating in a canal has triggered a murder in-
vesligation in Belgium, prosecutors said Wednesday.
“The most important thing now is to identify the vic-
tim to make possible links to missing persons cases,”
a spokeswoman for the prosecutors’ office in the city
of Liege, Catherine Collignon, told AFP. A local of the
eastern city raised the alarm after spotting the refrig-
eralor bobbing in the canal in a northern suburb, Her-
malle-sous-Argenteau, according to local media. Po-
lice dragged it ashore and opened it to find its grisly
conlents — “two arms and Lwo legs”, according Lo
Collignon. - AFP

Bus crash kills 22 in Senegal

DAKAR: Twenty-two people died and 52 were in-
jured Wednesday when a bus crashed in northern
Senegal, the fire brigade told AFP. The accident hap-
pened in the village of Ngeune Sarre in Louga re-
gion, a national fire brigade official said, while a res-
cue worker al the site said the final death toll could
rise. They did not specify the cause or time of the
accident. In January, 19 people were killed and 24 in-
jured in a collision in the same area, near Louga. The
previous week, around 40 people died in a bus crash
in the centre of Senegal. That tragedy, on January 8,
prompted a wave of criticism against authorities over
the frequency ol accidents on Senegal’s roads, and
the lack of action taken to prevent them. - AFP

Ghana to outlaw death penalty

ACCRA: Ghana's parliament has voted to outlaw the
death penalty for almost all crimes, becoming the
latest African country to repeal capital punishment,
lawmakers said on Wednesday. The West African
counlry last carried oul an execution in 1993, with
death sentences handed out for murder and treason.
Lawmakers voted late Tuesday to remove the death
penalty from the country’s statute books. “The death
sentence is too final and as a country that respects
human rights, we can’t continue to have it as part of
our laws,” Francis-Xavier Sosu, an opposition MP
who proposed the reform, told AFP. “It's a proud
moment and I am looking forward to the presiden-
tial assent.” The prison service said 172 prisoners are
currently on death row and will have their terms con-
verted to life imprisonment. - AFP

Singapore hangs drug convict

SINGAPORE: Singapore on Wednesday hanged a
local man convicted of drug trafficking, officials said,
two days before the scheduled execution of the first
woman prisoner in the city-state in nearly 20 years.
Mohd Aziz bin Hussain, convicted and sentenced
to death in 2017 for trafficking “not less than 49.98
grams” (1.76 ounces) of heroin, was executed at
Changi Prison, the Central Narcotics Bureau said in a
statement. The 57-year-old was the 14th convicl sent
Lo the gallows since the government resumed execu-
tions in March 2022 after a two-year pause during
the COVID-19 pandemic. Hussain’s previous appeals
against his conviction and sentence had been dis-
missed, and a petition for presidential clemency was
also denied. A woman drug convict, 45-year-old Sa-
ridewi Djamani, is scheduled to be hanged on Friday,
according to the local rights group Transformative
Justice Collective (T]C). - AFP

Former Thai PM to return

BANGKOK: Thailand’s billionaire former prime
minister Thaksin Shinawatra will return to the king-
dom on August 10 after 15 years in self-exile, his
daughter said Wednesday. The 74-year-old Lycoon,
twice elected premier but ousted by a military coup
in 2006, has long spoken of his wish to come home,
but faces multiple criminal charges, which he says
are politically motivated. Thaksin is a bogeyman for
Thailand’s pro-military and royalist establishment
and his return could inflame an already tense political
situation. The kingdom is in political deadlock after
the military-dominated Senate blocked the head of
the Move Forward Party (MFP) from becoming prime
minister after the reformist party won May’s elec-
tions. “I can't believe what I am about to write. Dad
is coming back on Aug 10 at Don Meung airport,”
his daughter Paetongtarn Shinawatra wrote on her
official Facebook page on Wednesday — Thaksin’s
birthday. - AFP
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As West fears economic collapse in
Tunisia, hopes of IMF bailout fade

Bailout hinges on painful economic reforms

TUNIS: Western nations fear an economic collapse
in Tunisia could trigger even greater migrant flows
to Europe and have offered financial assistance.
Yet prospects of Tunisia’s sealing the biggest deal
of all—a $1.9-billion bailout from the International
Monetary Fund—seem increasingly remote.

The inflation-ravaged and heavily indebted coun-
try reached a lenlalive deal for the loan from the
Washington-based IMF in October. It would require
Tunis to undertake what the IMF calls a “compre-
hensive economic reform program” that would phase
oul subsidies on [uel and electricily. But President
Kais Saied has repeatedly rejected “foreign diktats
that will lead to more poverty”.

In March, US Secrelary of State Antony Blinken
warned Tunisia urgently needs to reach an IMF
deal because its economy “risks falling off the deep
end”. That followed European Union foreign pol-
icy chiel Josep Borrell's concern that a collapse
“economically or socially” in Tunisia would trigger
a new flow of migrants to Europe—an assessment
rejected by Tunis. Italy says migrant arrivals by sea
have surged this year, most of them from Tunisia
and Libya. “Tunisia is a nalion thal is in exlreme
distress and clearly leaving il lo ils fale can have
consequences that are very serious,” Italian Prime
Minister Giorgia Meloni told reporters in Rome on
Sunday at a conference with Saied and other Med-
iterranean leaders.

Beyond the economic situation, the Europe-
an Union and Washinglon have been troubled by
Saied’s increasing authorilarianism. He has seized
far-reaching powers since sacking the government in
July 2021. He later dissolved parliament and pushed
through a constitution to replace one approved in
2014 following the country’s Arab Spring revolution.

Almost ‘buried’
Struggling with joblessness and inflation exacer-
bated by the [allout from Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,
many Tunisians have joined sub-Saharan Africans in

Tech giants form
Al group focused
on ensuring safely

SAN FRANCISCO: Four US leaders in artificial
intelligence (Al) announced Wednesday the for-
mation of an industry group devoted to address-
ing risks thal culling edge versions ol the technol-
ogy may pose.

Anthropic, Google, Microsoft, and ChatGPT-mak-
er OpenAl said the newly created Frontier Model
Forum will draw on the expertise of its members to
minimize Al risks and support industry standards.

The companies pledged to share best practic-
es with each other, lawmakers and researchers.
“Frontier” models refer Lo nascent, large-scale ma-
chine-learning platforms that take Al to new levels
of sophistication—and also have capabilities that
could be dangerous. “Companies creating Al tech-
nology have a responsibility to ensure that it is safe,
secure, and remains under human control,” Micro-
soft president Brad Smith said in a statement.

“This initiative is a vital step to bring the tech
sector together in advancing Al responsibly and
tackling the challenges so that it benefits all of hu-
manily.” US President Joe Biden evoked Al's “enor-
mous” risks and promises at a White House meet-
ing last week with tech leaders who committed to
guarding against everything from cyberattacks to
fraud as the seclor grows.

Standing alongside top representatives from
Amazon, Anthropic, Google, Inflection, Meta, Mi-
crosoft and OpenAl, Biden said the companies
had made commitments to “guide responsible in-
novation” as Al spreads ever deeper into personal
and business life. Ahead of the meeling, the seven
Al giants committed to a series of self-regulated
safeguards that the While House said would “un-
derscore three principles that must be fundamental

Automakers form
North America EV
charging network

BERLIN: Seven major global automakers said
on Wednesday they were creating a joint venture
for an extensive North American charging nel-
work in a bid to boost demand for electric vehi-
cles. BMW, General Motors, Honda, Hyundai, Kia,
Mercedes-Benz and Stellantis said in a stalement
their alliance would make “EV charging more
convenient, accessible and reliable”.

The network is set to install at least 30,000
high-powered chargers, the companies said, us-
ing federal and state subsidies along with private
funds. “The new charging slations will be accessi-

an exodus from Tunisia, which lies just 130 kilome-
ters (80 miles) from the Italian island of Lampedu-
sa. The European Union in June said it could offer
a long-term loan of around 900 million euros ($1
billion) to the country “following (the) IMF-support-
ed reform program”. But Aram Belhadj, a lecturer
and researcher al Tunisia’s Universily of Carthage,
said the IMF agreement “is blocked” because Saied
“rejects the reforms proposed”, particularly on fuel
subsidies as that would lead to higher costs for pub-
lic transport and deliveries.

Tunisian consumer prices are already projected
to rise 10.9 percent this year, according Lo the IME
“If by the end of August there is no clarification on
the position of Tunisia, the IMF agreement will be
buried once and for all,” Belhadj said. According
to economist Ezzedine Saidane, the president saw
“things which would penalise him politically” in the
required reforms. Under the IMF deal Tunisia would
also have to restructure 100 state-owned firms that
hold monopolies over many parts of the economy
and are often heavily indebled. “IU's Tunisia which
blocked” the agreement, Saidane said, and now, “ne-
goliations are completely stalled.”

‘Increasingly difficult’

IMF regional director Jihad Azour indicated in
mid-April that he had nol received “any request from
Tunis for the revision of its program”. Since then,
Saied has reiterated his defense of subsidies and
continued his attacks on the international financial
system. Al the Rome conference, Saied again called
for “a new global financial institution”, to establish
“a new human order where hope replaces despair”.

He has floated the idea of “taking surplus money
from the rich to give to the poor”, but it would not
be easy. The budget deficit of eight percent in 2022
came enlirely as a resull of stale subsidies, most-
ly for energy, after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
pushed up global prices. The state’s fuel subsidies
bill soared 370 percent on-year in the first half of

Lo the future of Al: safely, securily and trusL.”

In their pledge, the companies agreed to develop
“robust technical mechanisms,” such as watermark-
ing syslems, lo ensure users know when conlenl is
from Al and not humans.

Core objectives of the Frontier Model Forum
include minimizing risks and enabling independent
safety evaluations of Al platforms, the companies
involved said in a release. The Forum will also sup-
port the development of applications intended to
take on challenges such as climate change, cancer

ble to all battery-powered electric vehicles from
any automaker,” they said.

The stations will offer connectors for both the
so-called Tesla system, known as the North Amer-
ican Charging Standard (NACS), as well as the
rival standard, known as the combined charging
system (CCS).

The joint venlure, due Lo be eslablished this year,
“aims lo become the leading network of reliable
high-powered charging stations in North America”.
The first stations, powered solely by renewable en-
ergy, are scheduled to open in the United States next
summer and in Canada “al a later slage”.

They will be built in cities and along major high-
ways, as well as on key commuler and vacalion
routes. With US electric vehicle sales expected to
exceed 50 percent of total US sales by 2030, “the
expansion of reliable charging infrastructure will be-
come even more critical to widespread electric vehi-
cle adoption,” the companies said. Elon Musk’s Tesla
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TUNIS: A shopper walks past empty shelves in a supermarket alley amidst a shortage of coffee, milk, pasta,

and sugar in Tunisia’s capital Tunis. — AFP

2022, official figures show.

“There is nothing much that can replace the
gradual increase in pump prices foreseen by the
IMF program,” a source close to the negotiations
said. Saidane advised againsl a lax hike since the
country is already under “the most elevated fiscal
pressure in Africa”. Debt is around 80 percent of
gross domestic product.

Belhadj said that without an IMF deal “the situa-
tion is going to become increasingly difficult” with a
“very large” risk of debt default in 2024 and 2025.
In Saidane’s view, the Tunisian state “seems to have
made the choice to favor debt repayment. But at the

prevention and cyber threats, according to its cre-
ators. Others pursuing Al breakthroughs were in-
vited to join the group. “Advanced Al technologies
have the potential to profoundly benefit society,
and the ability to achieve this potential requires
oversight and governance,” said OpenAl vice pres-
ident of global affairs Anna Makanju.

“It is vital that AI companies—especially those
working on the most powerful models—align
on common ground and advance thoughtful and
adaptable safety practices.” —AFP

has already been forming charging partnerships with
major car companies including Ford, General Motors
and EV truck company Rivian.

Under the partnerships, Musk has agreed to let
consumers with autos from rival brands utilize its
popular national network. The ascendance of Tes-
la’s network has reflected the system’s reputation
for reliability, as well as the sluggish expansion of
rival EV charging options amid supply chain prob-
lems and a slow rollout of a giant federal program.
A January 2023 forecast by S&P Global concluded
that the US charging system was “not nearly ro-
bust enough to support a maturing electric vehi-
cle market,” saying that the number of EV chargers
in the country would need to quadruple between
2022 and 2025. The US National Electric Vehicle
Infrastructure (NEVI) program, established in the
2021 infrastructure bill signed into law by President
Joe Biden, provides $5 billion in funds for states to
build EV charging networks. — AFP

expense of providing basic goods”.

In the past few months sporadic shortages of
flour, rice, sugar and fuel have led to empty shelves
or long queues. Russia’s exit last week from a deal
allowing Black Sea grain exports has renewed fears
of shortages or price hikes that could hit vulnera-
ble countries. In Tunisia, where flour is among basic
food ingredients subsidized by the slale, this could
only add to budgetary pressure. The government
has turned increasingly to local banks for financing,
contributing to a downgrade in the ratings on four of
the country’s financial institutions earlier this year by
global agency Moody's. — AFP

US new home
sales cooled
slightly in June

WASHINGTON: Sales of new homes in the Unil-
ed States cooled in June, according to government
data released Wednesday, bul the markel remains
squeezed by a lack of exisling properties. Sales of
new single-family houses ticked down lo an annu-
al rate of 697,000, seasonally adjusted, the Com-
merce Department said in a statement. This was in
line with analyst expectations, but the figure was
still elevated compared to earlier months. The lat-
est number was slightly below May’s revised rate
of 715,000.

From the same period a year ago, new home
sales were 23.8 percent higher, and the median
price edged down to $415,400. The markel for new
homes is much smaller than that of existing homes,
which makes up the vast majority in the country.

But a lack of inventory for existing homes has
created additional demand for new properties in
recent months, despite elevated mortgage rates.

While new home sales fell in June, the sales rale
in the second quarter was significantly higher than
the average in the first three months of the year, said
Rubeela Farooqi, chief US economist at High Fre-
quency Economics. Analysts have cautioned, how-
ever, that the margins of error in new home sales
data can be large. “New home sales have risen 40
percent from their low last summer and prices are
falling sharply, as homebuilders are offering steep
discounts and temporary mortgage buydowns to
keep sales ticking over,” said economists at Panthe-
on Macroeconomics in a recent report.

“This is in stark contrast to the existing home
markel, where sales are still bouncing around the
cycle low and prices are trending sideways,” the
analysts said. — AFP

BMW, General Motors, Honda, Hyundai, Kia, Mer-
cedes-Benz and Stellantis said their alliance would
make “EV charging more convenient, accessible
and reliable”.
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Ooredoo Kuwait Group net profit soars
209% to reach KD 64 million for H1 2023

Earnings per share reached 128 fils

KUWAIT: National Mobile Telecommunications
Company K.S.C.P “Ooredoo” (Ticker: OOREDOO)
announced on Wednesday its financial results for the
half year ended 30 June 2023:

+ Consolidated revenue increased by 4 percent
to KD 318 million in H1 2023, compared to KD 306
million in H1 2022. Revenues benefited from efficient
operations in Kuwait and a year-on-year improve-
ment in Maldives and Algeria.

+ Consolidated customer base increased by 2
percent to 24.6 million in H1 2023 compared to 24.1
million in H1 2022.

+ EBITDA increased by 3 percent in HI 2023 to
reach KD 116 compared to KD 112 million in HI 2022.

+ Net profit attributable to NMTC increased to KD
64 million in H1 2023 from KD 21 million in HI 2022.
Net profit growth came mainly from Ooredoo Kuwait
alter winning a final courl ruling related Lo recovery
of excess regulatory tariff paid amounted to KD 43.8
million in a case against Kuwait’s Ministry of Commu-
nication “MOC” and Communications and Informa-
tion Technology Regulatory Authority “CITRA”.

+ The consolidated Earnings per share was 128 fils
for H1 2023, compared o 42 fils earned in H1 2022

Sheikh  Mohammad Bin Abdullah  Al-Thani,
Chairman of the board of directors commented: “I
am pleased to report that NMTC continued on its
growth trajectory achieving consolidated revenues
of KD 318 million compared to KD 306 million in
HI 2022, a solid 4 percent growth. This performance
was driven by steady expansion in our operations
in Kuwait as well as a year-on-year improvement
in Maldives and Algeria. Our consolidated custom-
er base grew by 2 percent to 25 million in Hl 2023,
which reflects our ongoing commitment to delivering
high-quality services to our valued customers.

Net profit attributable to NMTC grew from KD
21 million in H1 2022 to KD 64 million in H1 2023. This
improvement was mainly due to a final court ruling in
favor of Ooredoo Kuwait against the Kuwaiti Regu-
lator. This resulted in the recovery ol excess regula-
tory tariffs previously paid.

Furthermore, our earnings per share for Hl 2023
increased significantly to 128 fils, up from 42 fils in Hl
2022. The increase is attributable to the aforemen-
tioned final court ruling. As we continue our efforts to
solidify our position as the leading telecommunications
provider, we are witnessing notable growth in our cus-
tomer base. In Kuwait, our customer base increased
7 percent to 2.8 million in HI 2023, while revenue in-
creased 5 percent to KD 123 million in the same period.

Meanwhile, Ooredoo Algeria reported robust ex-
pansion, with revenue experiencing a solid 9 percent
growth and an accompanying increase in its custom-
er base. Palestine and Maldives also recorded in-
creases in their customer bases. Ooredoo Maldives
reported a 6 percent increase to its customer base
and a solid 7 percent growth in revenue in H1 2023.
In H1 2023, Ooredoo Palestine saw a 2 percent in-
crease in its customer base.

“We remain commilled Lo maximizing stakeholder
value as we work towards enhancing operational ef-
ficiencies to foster growth across the company while
providing exceptional services to our customers.”

Review of operations
The Group’s operational performance can be
summarized as follows:

OBG report to map
out Kuwait banking
sector’s pivotal role

KUWAIT: The global research and advisory com-
pany Oxford Business Group (OBG), in a forthcom-
ing report, will explore the key role earmarked for
Kuwail’s banks in driving forward the country’s eco-
nomic development plan. The Report: Kuwait 2023
will shine a spotlight on efforts underway to trans-
form the country into a knowledge-led, digitalized
economy, in line with the largets laid oul in Vision
2035, the national roadmap for diversification.
Kuwail’s plans to carve a niche as an internation-
al financial center will be a focal point, with in-depth
analysis provided of topical sectoral-related issues, in-
cluding the need to make cyber security a priority and
growth opportunities in the Islamic banking and fin-
Lech segments. OBG has signed a first-lime memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU) with the IKuwait Banking
Association (KBA) to support its research. Under the

Microsoft, Google
beat earnings
expectations

SAN FRANCISCO: Tech titans Google and Mic-
rosoft announced better-than-expected earnings
on Tuesday as the frenzy over artificial intelligence
stokes investor excitement and breathes a new life
into the sector.

The release of ChatGPT last year landed as tech-
nology giants were embarking on major layoffs and
cost-cutting plans, with share prices hammered after
flying high during the coronavirus pandemic.

For the second consecutive quarter, Microsoft
has more than reversed the trend, seeing profits
and sales soaring Lo the highest levels ever for the
48-year-old company co-founded by Bill Gates. An
earnings statement reported that net profit for Mic-
rosoft was $20.1 billion in the April to June period,
up 20 percent year-on-year and above expectations.

The company posted $56.2 billion in sales, which
also beat expectations, though the growth slowed
from the previous quarter. And even though its
share price slipped in after-hours trading, the Win-
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Abdulaziz Al-Babtain

Ooredoo — Kuwait

Ooredoo’s customer base in Kuwail increased
to 2.8 million in H1 2023, up by 7 percent compared
to H1 2022. Ooredoo Kuwait reported a 5 percent
increase in revenue to KD 122.9 million in HI 2023
compared to KD 117.0 million in H1 2022. EBITDA
increased by 8 percent to KD 38.0 million in H1 2023
compared to KD 35.1 million in HI 2022, driven by
operational efficiencies across the business.

Commenting on these major milestones during Hl
2023, Abdulaziz Al-Babtain, Ooredoo Kuwait CEO,
stated that the robust results achieved in Ooredoo
Kuwait have contributed to enhancing the group’s
financial and operational performance. We are
pleased to announce our solid financial performance
for the first half of 2023, the company has achieved
remarkable growth and demonstrated unwavering
resilience in an ever-changing markel.

Sheikh Mohammad
Bin Abdullah Al-Thani

Financial Highlights:

the Ooredoo App and the Asian Telecom Award for
our exceptional Mobile App & Website. The Ooredoo
App showcased cutting-edge FINTECH capabilities
and advanced securily measures, making us the first
Lo introduce smart and Google Pay technologies, thus
embracing the latest advancements in the industry.

Our conlinuous innovalion was nol only on a cus-
tomer level but it covers also the Enterprises & Busi-
ness Seclor Lo digilize and automate all the business
needs of the enterprises in Kuwail today through the
latest ICT Solutions.

As for our commitment to social responsibility,
our program focused on activating sustainable de-
velopment partnerships with the public and private
sectors and strengthening relations with communi-
lies in Kuwait, in addition Lo raising awareness ol the
concepl of social responsibility through partnership
with non-profit associations to support humanitarian
and communily issues with the Al-Rahma Interna-
tional Association. We are proud of the increasing
growth and diversity within the framework of Oore-
doo’s social responsibility, which addresses funda-
mental issues across our main pillars: education,
health, sports, environment, entrepreneurship and
youth empowerment, especially our partnership with
the Students’ Union in Kuwait - UK branch and the
internship programs for graduates.

Ooredoo - Tunisia
Ooredoo’s customer base in Tunisia stood at 6.9
million customers in Hl 2023. Revenues decreased to
KD 59.5 million in H1 2023 compared to KD 62.0 mil-
lion in H1 2022. EBITDA decreased to KD 20.8 million

Quarterly Analysis Half Year Analysis
Q2 2023 Q22022 % change H1 2023 H22022 % change
Consolidated Revenue (KWD m) 162.9 153.2 6% 318.2 306.1 49
EBITDA (KWD m) 60.5 56.4 7% 115.9 112.2 3%
EBITDA margin (%) IT% 7% - 36% IT% -
Met Profit attributable to NMTC (KWD m) 11.3 12.4 3% 64.4 20.8 209%
Consolidated Customers (m) 24.6 24.1 2% 24.6 24.1 %

During the first two quarters of 2023, we have
witnessed robust revenue growth, exceeding previ-
ous benchmarks. This achievement is a testament to
the dedication of Ooredoo toward its customer base,
we gladly continue lo drive innovalion and excel-
lence in every aspect of our operations.

Furthermore, our commilment lo innovation re-
mains al the forefront of our company’s vision.
We have continued to invest in research and de-
velopment, resulting in the introduction of several
ground-breaking products and services that have
resonated positively with our customers that ca-
tered for the consumer and Enterprises Sector.

Throughout the first hall of 2023, Ooredoo Ku-
wail remained dedicated to its digital transformation
strategy, which led to the successful implementation
of user-friendly digital platforms, streamlining the
customer journey. Our efforts were duly recognized,
as we received two prestigious awards for the best
Mobile App and Website. Specifically, Ooredoo Ku-
wail was honored with the Stevie Bronze Award for

agreement, the KBA will contribute to the Banking
Chapter of The Report: Kuwait 2023 and other con-
tent for the Group’s suite of research tools, looking in
detail at key industry developments, such as digitiza-
tion, cyber security, sustainability in funding and the
sector’s broader performance over the last year.

The MoU was signed by Dr Hamad Al-Hasawi,
General Secrelary, Kuwait Banking Association, and
Dana Carmen Agarbicean, OBG’s Country Director in
Kuwait. The national drive taking shape to increase
the private sector’s contribution to growth will also
be examined, together with the part that lenders are
expected to play in providing sustainable financing.
Other subjects set for coverage include the steps be-
ing taken to enhance Kuwait’s business environment
with the aim of altracting new investment.

Commenling after the signing, Al-Hasawi said
the digitization of Kuwail's banking seclor, which
includes the launch of several online-only banks,
and the challenges and opportunities that techno-
logical advancements present, would be a key area
of rescarch, together with other developments in
the banking systems and the positive outlook for the
broader regional industry, whose banks are marked
by solid balance sheels.

dows-maker remains the world’s second most valu-
able company after Apple, with a markel capilaliza-
tion of $2.6 trillion. Once again, business in the latest
quarter was driven by the cloud, which relies heavily
on artificial intelligence and accounts for more than
halfl of the company’s sales.

Cloud sales grew by 21 percent year-on-year.
Microsoft shares lifted off last week when the com-
pany said it would charge $30 extra per user to
turbocharge its Microsolt 365 product — which
includes Word, Excel and Teams — with Al pow-
ers. “Every customer I speak with is asking not only
how, but how fast they can apply next generation Al
to address the biggest opportunities and challenges
they face and to do so safely and responsibly,” said
Microsoft CEO Salya Nadella.

Google parent Alphabet on Tuesday also re-
ported profits that beat market forecasts as digital
adverlising revenue revived and ils cloud business
grew. The search engine giant reported net income
of $18.7 billion on revenue of $74.6 billion in the re-
cently ended quarter.

“There’s exciting momentum across our products
and the company, which drove strong results this
quarter,” Alphabet chief executive Sundar Pichai
said in an earnings release. Alphabet shares jumped
more than six percent to $129.57 in after-market
trades following the results. — AFP

in H1 2023 compared to KD 27.1 million in H1 2022.

Ooredoo — Algeria
Ooredoo Algeria’s customer base stood at 13.0
million in HI 2023. Revenue increased by 9 percent
to KD 98.5 million in H1 2023 compared to KD 90.7
million in HI 2022. EBITDA increased by 18 percent
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to reach KD 39.0 million in H1 2023 compared to KD
33.2 million in H1 2022.

Ooredoo — Palestine
Customer base in Palestine increased by 2 per-
cent to 1.4 million customers in Hl 2023. Revenue
decreased to KD 17.1 million in H1 2023, compared
to KD 17.5 million in HI 2022. EBITDA increased by
6 percent to KD 6.9 million in HI 2023 compared to
KD 6.5 million in H1 2022.

Ooredoo - Maldives

Customer base in Maldives increased by 6 per-
cent to reach 398,000 customers in H1 2023. Oore-
doo Maldives reported a 7 percent increase in reve-
nues to KD 20.2 million in HI 2023, compared to KD
18.8 million in H1 2022. EBITDA expanded by 8 per-
cent to reach KD 11.2 million in H1 2023 compared to
KD 10.3 million in HI 2022.
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[Kuwail’s economic activity showed
signs of further moderation in 2Q23

Oil prices pressured lower on global recession fears

@ Domestic activity showed signs of moderation in 2023 amid global uncertainties, higher

interest rates and oil output cuts.

@ Real estate sales reached their lowest since 3020, while credit growth slowed to 2.7% in
May amid weak household borrowing.

@ Project activity also eased in 2023, albeit after a strong Q1 and likely affected by seasonal factors.
@ But encouragingly, employment held up well in 1023, a continuation of the post-pandemic recovery.
@ Following the June elections, the new government outlined its four-year work agenda aimed

at boosting economic development.
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KUWAIT: Economic activity showed signs of further
moderation in 2Q23 amid the higher interest rate envi-
ronment, global uncertainties, and oil production cuts.
Household and business credit growth remained weak,
while real estate sales stayed on a downward trajecto-
ry. Oil production also declined during the quarter with
the introduction of voluntary output cuts in May Lo halt
sliding oil prices (which showed signs of working as
prices rose in July). On a brighter note, although proj-
ect awards eased in 2Q23, affected by seasonal factors,
they remained above 2022 levels, while employment in
1023 was still rising at a fairly solid pace.

On the policy front, following the election of a new
parliament in June, the new government sent ils 2023-
27 work plan to the legislature for review. It includes
five main pillars covering the economy, jobs, welfare
and governance through measures to develop key sec-
tors, boost productivity including in the public sector,
address the housing shortage and put the public financ-
es on a suslainable path. Meanwhile, as of mid-July, the
government’s expansionary draft budget for FY23/24
was yel Lo be signed ofl by parliament.

Oil prices pressured

Oil prices retreated during 2Q23 amid intensilying
global recession concerns. Tighter global monetary
policy to combat inflation, uninspiring Chinese eco-
nomic metrics and ample crude stock cover amid re-
silient Russian supply all combined to push market
sentiment in a more bearish direction during the quar-
ter. Having traded sideways through June, Brent crude
closed the quarter down 6.1 percent g/q to $74.9/bbl
(-12.8 percent ytd).

Kuwail Exporl Crude [ared beller, mainlaining a
premium over Brent during the quarter, dropping by 1.9
percent ¢/q to end 2Q23 at $77.8/bbl (-5.1 percent ytd).
With prices heading south through 2023 and OECD
crude stocks not drawing down at the rate expecled,
oil producers in the OPEC+ group, led by Saudi Arabia,
moved to extend the previously announced voluntary
production cuts to end-2024. Saudi went further, with a
unilateral, additional cut of 1 mb/d for July, later rolled
over into August.

For Kuwail, its participation in OPEC+’s addition-
al voluntary production cuts saw its official output
reduced by 128 kb/d in May to its quota target of
2.548 mb/d, slightly above the assessment by OPEC
secondary sources. Kuwait will need to keep out-
put steady at this level—the lowest since December
2022—through to the end of the year, which poses
a challenge for the country’s plan to steadily ramp
up crude throughputs in the newly commissioned 1.4
mb/d Al-Zour refinery in pursuit of higher low-Sul-
phur fuel oil and diesel exports. Kuwait could pare
back crude exports in [avor of domestic refining and
higher refined exports.

Danone takes
seized Russian
unit off its books

PARIS: French food giant Danone said Wednes-
day it was taking its Russian dairy unit off its books
even though it believes it remains its legal owner
after Moscow seized its local operations. Danone
also said it was writing down an extra 200 million
euros ($221 million) after Russia took over its local
assels last week and named the nephew of Chechen
strongman Ramzan Kadyrov as its chief.

Danone had already taken a financial hit of near-
ly 500 million euros last year. Russia also seized
the assets of Danish brewer Carlsberg earlier this
month even as both companies have been seeking
Lo sell their Russian businesses following Moscow’s
invasion of Ukraine.

“These changes took place without the knowl-
edge of, or approval by, Danone,” the French group
said. “While Danone no longer retains control of
the management of its EDP operations in Russia, it
remains their legal owner,” it said. Danone had an-
nounced in October that it would transfer control of
its essential dairy and plant-based (EDP) business
in Russia, retaining only its infant nutrition branch.

Danone chief executive Antoine de Saint-Af-
frique told reporters that “the situation is sensitive
and we can't tell you much more at the moment”.

Despite the financial hit, Saint-Affrique said
the company would still meet its 2023 sales
growth target of between four and six percent.
Danone reported on Wednesday that its sales
reached 14.2 billion euros in the first half of the
year, a 6.3 percent increase from the same period
last year. Its net profit rose 48.3 percent to 1.1
billion euros. — AFP
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Four-year plan to drive growth

Following its appointment in June, the government
published its proposed work agenda for the coming
four years (2023-27) in July, with the aim of kick-start-
ing a more aggressive period of reforms which have
lagged versus Kuwait's GCC peers in recent years. The
plan contains five overall pillars: public finance stabili-
ty, the economic agenda (including diversification away
from oil and promoting the role of the private sector),
crealing job opportunities, sustainable welfare & strong
human capital, and productive government. Each pillar
contains a number of goals, with a broad timeline relat-
ing to each year of the plan.

Key year-one highlights in our view are the targeted
passing of the public debt law, the real estate financing
law, laws Lo facilitate the build of large residential cities
and distribute 15,000 more plots of residential land, a
mass program of road maintenance works, the launch
of a plan for economy-wide carbon neutrality by 2060
and measures to boost healthcare capacity.

Also eye-catching was the proposal to create a sover-
eign fund (‘Civada’) to invest in the local economy, which
could help spearhead key megaprojects and initiatives. A
feasibility study on the fund is expected to be completed
next year. The government’s program has been sent to
the National Assembly for debate and review, and par-
liamenU’s response will be monitored for signs of a more
cooperative and productive relationship with the gov-
ernment in the upcoming period than previously.

Real estate activily eases

Real estate sales dropped to KD 672 million (-38
percent y/y) in 2Q23, their lowest since 3Q20. Resi-
dential sales fell by 28 percent on lower transactions
(-37 percent), which could be related to the ongoing
high valuations within this segment as well as the higher
interest rate environment. Investment and commercial
segment sales fell by 35 percent and 60 percent, re-
spectively, on rising borrowing costs and perhaps un-
certainty about the restructuring of utility pricing. The
average transaction value only saw a mild decline, sup-
ported by the residential segment, where transactions
rose by 14.7 percent y/y.

Real estate activity could remain soft throughout this
year mainly due to ongoing high residential valuations,
tighter financial conditions, elevated construction costs
and global macroeconomic uncertainties. The govern-
ment’s four-year plan, which includes the distribution of
around 43,000 building permits and 15,000 land plots,
could help in easing the housing shortage by absorbing
incremental demand over the medium term. Though by
itself it would not eliminate the large backlog of existing
applications estimated at above 90,000 in mid-2023.

Projects overseen by the Ministry of Electricity and
Water and the Ministry of Public Works accounted for
the bulk of awards signed off on in the quarter. Despile

KNPC announces
record profits of

$3.32bn in 2022-23

KUWAIT: Kuwait Na-
tional Petroleum Compa-
ny (KNPC) announced on
Tuesday record-breaking D
profits of KD 1.016 bil- b |
lion ($3.32 billion) for the )
fiscal year 2022-2023. ¢
CEO Wadha Al-Khateeb !
expressed to KUNA her

pride in this exempla-

ry achievement, indicat-

ing that the company had :
logged in a KD 675 mil- ;
lion increase ($2.2 billion)
against the previous year’s
KD 341.380 million ($1.11
billion), marking a 198 percent jump.

Khateeb attributed this significant jump in prof-
its to various factors including the global increase in
prices of oil products, and the company’s improved
operational performance especially following the
complete and successful operation of eco fuel proj-
ect in Mina Ahmadi and Mina Abdallah refineries. The
project, Khateeb clarified, took quality of products Lo
better levels, up to par with latest global standards,
allowing the company to market products in new
global markels and crealing prolfilable opportunilies.

These new large and innovalive projecls were
accompanied with a rise in refining capacity aiming
Lo meel demands of local markets and keep up with
augmenling global demands, explained the CEO.
Khateeb presented several marketing indices that
contributed to the achievement of such profit, in-
cluding putting out improved diesel and low sulfur
gasoline. Moreover, she took the opportunity to ap-

(
%

KNPC CEO Wadha
Al-Khateeb
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the slower 2023, compared to the previous quarter,
the market appears to be improving, albeit from a low
base. MEED Projects expects KD 5.2 billion worth of
contracts will be awarded this year, though half this fig-
ure relates to KIPIC’s Al-Zour Petrochemicals project
packages (1&2) (KD 2.4 billion). The outlook remains
heavily influenced by events in the political sphere, and
in particular cooperation between government and par-
liament in executing the development plan.

Employment grows

According to the latest data from the Labor Market
Information System (LMIS) and Central Bureau of Sta-
tistics (CSB), total employment continued to recover in
1Q23 from its trough seen at the end of 2021, increasing
by 10 percent v/y due to the influx of foreign work-
ers following the resumption of economic activities
post-pandemic.

The number of expatriate workers (excluding do-
mestic workers) rose by 12.3 percent y/y in 1023, while
growth among Kuwaiti nationals eased to 2.3 percent.
Jobs gains among Kuwaitis were driven by the public
sector, which saw a net addition of 11K jobs, while pri-
vate sector jobs fell by 1,000 over the last four quarters.
Expatriate employment was boosted by gains in the pri-
vate sector (+173K y/y), mainly low paid workers in la-
bor-intensive sectors such as construction (+121K) and
manufacturing (+26K). Meanwhile, domestic workers
also recorded a sharp rise of 27 percent y/y (+167K).

Inflation edges up

Consumer price inflation rose to 3.8 percent y/y in
June, up slightly from 3.7 percent in March and 3.3 per-
cent at the beginning of the year. Prices in the “housing
services” category (+3.2 percent y/y in June) have ris-
en, largely reflecling a pickup in rents, while inflation in
clothing and miscellaneous sub-segments continued Lo
trend upwards.

Nevertheless, price growth in food and beverag-
es, the second largest component by weight, eased Lo
its lowest rate this year in June (6.3 percent y/y) amid
softening global food prices. Meanwhile, the core in-
flation rate, which excludes food and housing, has also
moved up versus the start of the year, but remained
lower than the headline rate at 3.3 percent y/y in June.
With consumer and credit aclivity softening against a
backdrop of tighter monetary policy (relative to last
year), inflationary pressures will likely ease as we prog-
ress through the year. Nevertheless, since it has come
in slightly higher than expected so far this year, we now
see year-average inflation al 3.4 percent versus the
previous 3.1 percent.

Domestic credit growth continues to soften as the
mid-point of the year approaches. Growth was essen-
tially flat over the first five months of 2023, with May’s
reading of 2.7 percent y/y significantly down on the

' Chart 4: Consumer price inflation

1%, y/y)
12 12
= Haadline nflation
10 = 10
e C o indLation
L (exciuding food & B
housing)
& 4 Food & haveragas - 6
. ng\\f ¢
? 4 [~ - 2
r -
3 2 2
Jun-18 19 Jur- 20 Jun-#1 SJun-23 Jumn-23
Snuren: C5R

double-digit growth recorded a year earlier. Higher in-
terest rates, banks’ lower price competition in terms of
retail lending and normalizing growth following a very
strong 2022 are some of the factors behind this year’s
weaker readings.

Business credit increased by just 1.1 percent in
the year to May, cutling the annual growth rate to 2.1
percent. This relatively muted business credit growth
is partly due to weakness in the particularly interest
rale-sensitive real estate sector and in the oil/gas sec-
tor, which are both down year-to-date. Excluding these
two sectors, business credit would have expanded by a
relatively decent 2.9 percent ytd and 7.0 percent y/y.
In fact, several sectors, such as ‘construction’ and ‘other
services” have been resilient so far this year, posting ytd
growth of 4.5 percent and 3.8 percent, respectively. The
slowdown is even sharper in household credit, which is
broadly flat year-to-date, cutting the y/y increase to
5.3 percent in May. Overall, such subdued growth does
not bode well for the remainder of the year, knowing
that the second half of the year has historically been
weaker than the first.

Resident deposit growth has been stronger than
credit growth, increasing by 3.2 percent in the year to
May (+3.0 percent y/v). Growth over the past year has
been driven by both private sector (+6 percent) and
government deposits (+10 percent), in contrast to de-
posits from public institutions, which fell by 15 percent
y/y in May. Within private-sector KD deposits, current
and saving accounts (CASA) continued to decrease
(-11.8 percent y/y) while time deposits remained on an
upward trend (+26 percent), which is unsurprising giv-
en the higher interest rate environment.

The Central Bank of Kuwait has hiked the discount
rate by a cumulative 2.5 percent since March 2022,
half of the 5 percent implemented by the US Fed. How-
ever, the Fed is close o ending its rate hiking cycle,
with the futures market currently expecting a final 25
bps hike on 26]uly.

Equities pare losses

Kuwaiti equities ended a lackluster 2Q23 little
changed (-0.3 percent g/q), with May’s steep banking
sector losses (-6.0 percent m/m) partially recouped in
June after the Fed’s rate hike pause eased investor con-
cerns. Sentiment was also helped by less political uncer-
tainty given the conclusion of the parliamentary elections
and signs of improvement in global and regional econom-
ic data. Market capitalization subsequently recovered to
KD 45.7 billion as of end-June from an 8-month low of
KD 43.7 billion in May, while turnover by value eased
to a monthly average of KD 798 million reflecting low-
er trading activity and prices. Despite the recent pickup,
the market is still far from a full recovery given that the
market capitalization and index level are well below their
November 2022 peaks.

- Kuwait, which holds about 8 percent of the world’s oil reserves, produced 2.7 million barrels per day in
2022, up from 2.42 million bpd a year earlier. — AFP

plaud the company’s cadres in all its various sectors,
saying that what has been achieved is nothing but
the fruit of their labor.

Kuwait, which holds about 8 percent of the world’s
oil reserves, produced 2.7 million barrels per day in
2022, up from 2.42 million bpd a year earlier, accord-
ing lo OPEC data. The country, OPEC’s fourth-largest
producer, aims to raise its oil production capacity to
3.15 million bpd in the next four years. It also plans Lo
increase its natural gas output by about 79 percent to
930 million cubic feet per day in the same period.

The country has sel a refining capacily largel of
1.45 million bpd, up from 755,000 bpd currently. In
November, Kuwait Integrated Petroleum Industries
said the first phase of Al-Zour refinery had begun
commercial operatlions. The move will be followed by
the second and third phases of the refinery’s opera-

tions, moving towards full maximum refining capac-
ity, KIPIC Chief Executive Waleed Al-Bader said at
the time. The refinery is designed to process heavy
crudes and will have a capacity of 615,000 bpd.

Kuwait will invest more than $300 billion in the
energy sector by 2040, the country’s Oil Minister
Saad Al-Barrak said at the OPEC seminar earli-
er this month. Al-Barrak also said that the country
hoped to have a higher production quota within
OPEC after expanding its output capacity. Similar
to other Gulf countries, Kuwail has benefitted [rom
a surge in crude prices following Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine last year. Brent, the benchmark for two
thirds of the world’s oil, surged to about $140 a bar-
rel last year after Moscow slarted its military offen-
sive against Ukraine. It is currently trading at about
$83 a barrel. — KUNA and agencies
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In an interview with CNBC Arabia TV

Thursday, July 27,2023

Al-Rushood: KFH’s historic profits boost
competlitiveness ol national economy

KFH topped all listed companies on Boursa Kuwait with a market cap exceeding KD 11bn

KUWAIT: In an interview with CNBC Arabia TV,
Acting Group Chief Executive Officer at Kuwait
Finance House (KFH), Abdulwahab Iesa Al-Rush-
ood stressed KFH's continuous improvement in the
Group’s performance significantly during the first
half of 2023, in which the net profit increased by over
141 percent reaching KD 333.4 million compared to
the same period last year, the highest-ever quarterly
profits recorded in its history and the biggest in Ku-
wail banking sector.
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Abdulwahab lesa Al-Rushood

Al-Rushood added that the record profits en-
hance its local and global standing, supports its fi-
nancial strength and creditworthiness while enabling
the Bank to assist companies and lead mega financ-
ing deals, as well as positively contribute to raising
the performance of Kuwait banking sector in general
and promote competitiveness of national economy.

He indicated that Earnings per share for the first
half of 2023 reached over 22 fils; an increase of 73
percent compared to the same period last year, while
Net financing income for Hl 23 reached KD 458.5
million; an increase of 43.2 percent compared to the
same period last year. Net operating income for Hl
23 reached KD 489.1 million; an increase of 58.6 per-
cent compared to the same period last year.

He explained that the capital adequacy ratio

No successor named
for Lebanon central

bank chief: Deputy PM

BEIRUT: Cirisis-hit Lebanon — which has no pres-
ident and is ruled by a caretaker government — will
also have to go without a central bank chief from
next week, says the country’s deputy premier.

No successor has been named for the embattled
bank governor, Riad Salameh, 73, who steps down
after three decades at the helm at the end of July,
Saade Chami told AFP.“We need to appoint a central
bank governor, in consultation with all political par-
lies,” Chami said, noling however that “conditions
are not ready for a new governor to be appointed
within a week”.

“There is no other option but for the vice-gover-
nors to assume their responsibilities under these cir-
cumstances,” he said, adding that Salameh’s mandate
will not be extended. Lebanon has been mired in a
painful economic crisis since 2019 that has seen its
currency lose around 98 percent of its value against
the dollar and pushed most of the population into
poverly. Salameh has been a central figure of the po-
litical elite that is widely blamed [or the crisis. He has
been the subject of judicial investigations al home

UK bank NatWest
CEO resigns after
Farage ‘error’

LONDON: The chief executive of Britain’s NatWest
bank, Alison Rose, stepped down Wednesday after
admitting a “serious error of judgment” in speaking to
a reporter about the banking affairs of arch-Brexiteer
Nigel Farage. Farage, former leader of the Brexit Party
and the anti-immigration party UKIP, had complained
about the closure of his account with the upmarket
Coults, the bank used by the late Queen Elizabeth 11
and subsidiary of NalWesL. He said he was removed as
a client for his political views. But, in a report which it
has since apologized for, public broadcaster the BBC
suggested Farage’s accounts were closed because he
did not have sufficient funds to remain a client of the
prestigious establishment.

Reacting to the departure of Rose after nearly four
years al the helm, Farage called on the entire board of
NatWest to resign. “The first rule of banking is you
have Lo obey client confidentiality. So they have made
a complete and utter mess of this,” he told Sky News.
Farage, a Eurosceplic politician and now a television
presenter, campaigned for decades for Britain's with-
drawal from the European Union and was a key figure
in the 2016 Brexit referendum.

UK media said pressure for Rose to step down
came from within the British government, which owns
39 percent of NatWest. Minister Andrew Griffith, who
is responsible for financial services, said that Rose had
made the “right” decision. “This would never have hap-
pened il NatWest had not taken it upon itself to with-
draw a bank account due to someone’s lawful political
views,” he added. “I hope the whole financial sector
learns rom this incident.”

‘Sad moment’

NatWest was formerly known as Royal Bank of
Scolland — the lender rescued following the 2008
global financial crisis with £45.5 billion of UK taxpay-
ers’ cash in what was the world’s biggest banking bail-

e KFH Group’s first half net profit increased by
over 141% reaching KD 333.4 million compared
to the same period last year.

e Earnings per share for the first half of 2023
reached over 22 fils; an increase of 73% com-
pared to the same period last year

e Net financing income for H1 23 reached KD 458.5
million; an increase of 43.2 percent compared to
the same period last year.

e Net operating income for H1 2023 reached KD
489.1 million; an increase of 58.6 percent com-
pared to the same period last year.

e KFH has made great strides in its digital trans-
formation strategy where customers carried out
more than 135 million e-banking transactions
through KFHonline on mobile and website in H1
23.

reached about 16.45 percent which is above the min-
imum limit required by the regulatory authorities,
noting that this ratio confirms the solid financial po-
sition of KFH. He pointed out that KFH is continuing
with the exits policy as part of the Bank’s strategy
of focusing on core banking business and achieving
sustainability in profits.

Al-Rushood revealed that Group non-perform-
ing financing (NPF) ratio reached 1.52 percent (as
per CBK calculation) and Provisions Coverage ra-
tio for KFH-Kuwait is approximately 505 percent
and about 312.6 percent for the Group. He men-
tioned that the provisions carried on consolidat-
ed financial statements decreased during the first
half of 2023 by nearly 42.8 percent compared to

and abroad into allegations including embezzle-
ment, money laundering, fraud and illicit enrichment,
charges he denies. Once hailed as the guardian of
Lebanon’s financial stabilily, Salameh is now wanted
by France and Germany in connection with alleged
financial irregularities.

Lebanon, however, does not extradite its citizens.
Now his departure is set to create the latest high-lev-
el power vacuum that could plunge the country into
[urther disarray. Earlier this month, the central bank’s
four vice-governors said they planned to resign un-
less politicians swiftly name an incoming governor.

‘Experts in wasting time’

Lebanon’s central bank governor is named by
cabinel decree for a six-year mandate that can be
renewed multiple times, based on the finance min-
ister’s recommendation. If the position is vacant,
the law stipulates that the first vice-governor take
over. Prime Minisler Najib Mikali is sel lo meel the
vice-governors in the next couple of days to find a
solution, Chami said.

“They have some demands, they are asking for
the government and parliament’s support to contin-
ue their work,” he said. A senior central bank offi-
cial told AFP this month that the vice-governors did
not want to take the blame for Lebanon’s economic
collapse “while the political class continues to buy
time”. Despite the severe meltdown, Lebanese lead-
ers have failed to enact all the reforms required by

LONDON: NatWest chief executive officer Alison Rose
poses for a photograph at NatWest’s headquarters in
the City of London on March 21, 2023. Rose, stepped

down on July 26, 2023. - AFP

out. Rose, the first woman CEO of a major UK bank,
decided to rebrand the lender after her appointment in
2019, while the government has gradually cut its stake
as the bank recovered. But it is in fresh crisis after Rose
admilted she was the source for the BBC story, and ac-
knowledged “a serious error in judgment” in discussing
Farage’s relationship with the bank.

NatWest’s board on Tuesday gave its backing to
Rose, a 30-vear veteran of the company. But by early
Wednesday it announced she was stepping down. “The
Board and Alison Rose have agreed, by mutual consent,
that she will step down as CEO of the NatWest Group,”
board chairman Howard Davies said in a statement. “It
is a sad moment. She has dedicated all her working life
so [ar to NatWesl and will leave many colleagues who
respect and admire her.” The board has appointed Paul
Thwaite, current CEO of the commercial and institu-
tional business, to take her place for an initial period of
a year. “A further process will take place in due course
to appoint a permanent successor,” it added.

Addressing her dealings with the BBC journalist
earlier, Rose admitted that she had given the reporter
“the impression that the decision to close Mr Farage’s
account was purely commercial”, calling it a “serious
error of judgment”. Farage obtained a 40-page report
regarding the closure of his account with Coults, a
331-vear-old institution. — AFP

the same period last year, amounting to about KD
25.9 million, including financing and investment
provisions in addition to additional precautionary
provisions.

On the acquisition front, Al-Rushood said “By the
grace of Allah, the acquisition led Lo various posilive
benefits in general such as boosting profits, enhanc-
ing the financial position and key financial indicators
in addition to achieving regional and international
expansion. Following the AUB-Bahrain acquisition,
KKFH has become the largest bank in Kuwail in terms
of assets and market capitalization which exceeded
KD 11 billion. This means KFH is the largest company
listed on Boursa Kuwait, not to mention is reporting
the highest quarterly profits in Kuwait banking sec-
tor.” Speaking about the digital transformation strat-
egy, Al-Rushood confirmed KFH’s sustained efforts
in offering innovalive financial and investment solu-
tions to customers by relying on financial technology
and Al to support operations and enhance custom-
ers’ banking experience.

“KFH has made greal strides in its digital transfor-
malion stralegy where customers carried oul more
than 135 million e-banking transactions through
KFHonline on mobile and website in H1 23, with a
growth rate of about 40 percent compared to the
same period last year. This noticeable growth con-
firms KFH'’s leadership in digital transformation and
facilitating financial solutions for customers on the
mobile and the website,” Al-Rushood said.

On another front, he pointed out that KFH is at
the forefront of many sustainability initiatives, indi-
cating that KFH is the first bank in Kuwait to issue
the “Carbon Footprint” report, and the first to issue
banking cards made with 85 percent recycled ma-
terials. KFH is also the first bank to receive Global
Suslainability Assessmenl System GSAS cerlificale
— Gold level for its environment-{riendly auto show-
room (KFH Auto). He went on Lo say that KIH has
different sustainabilily initiatives with the UNDP and
continues its environmental projects in sustainability
under (Keep it Green) initiative.

Lebanon’s Deputy Prime Minister Saade Chami gives an
interview at his office in Beirut on July 25, 2023. - AFP

international lenders to unlock billions of dollars
needed to save the economy.

Chami, who also heads Lebanon’s Interna-
lional Monelary Fund negolialion leam, said the
vice-governors have also called for Beirut to enact
much-needed reforms. Last month, the IMF warned
that Lebanon’s failure to implement reforms could
have “irreversible” consequences and further jeop-
ardize economic and social stability. Chami said
aboul the reform demands that, “the more we delay,
the harder finding a solution will be,” adding that
“we have become experts in wasting time”. “We are
facing a crisis that has been worsening for the past
30 vears,” he said. “We really need bold decisions
and courage from the decision-makers.” — AFP

Nigerian doctors
begin strike over
pay, welfare

LAGOS: Nigerian resident doctors working in govern-
ment hospitals began a total and “indefinite” strike on
Wednesday over pay and welfare in their latest indus-
trial action. The strike began as President Bola Ahmed
Tinubu’s government comes under pressure over his
economic reforms that have won praise from investors,
but have also sharply hiked fuel prices and the cost of
living for Nigerians. The strike by the Nigerian Associ-
ation of Resident Doctors (NARD) came after a two-
week notice on the failure of government Lo meel the
demands of the association. In a statement at the end of
an emergency meeling of the National Executive Com-
millee (NEC) of the association on Tuesday, the NARD
decided Lo go on an immediale strike.

“Having considered all the numerous ultimatums,
appeals, and engagements with government, NEC
unanimously resolved to proceed on a total and indefi-
nile strike commencing [rom 12:00 am on Wednesday,”
it said. The association said that the strike would affect
all government-owned hospitals throughout Africa’s
most populous nation.

It said the work stoppage would be called off only
when its demands were met, including payment of sala-
ry arrears, hazard allowance, employment and replace-
ment of doctors who have left the country to work
overseas. NARD is also asking for an improvement
of facilities in state-run hospitals across the country.
Wednesday’s strike is the latest by the association in
recent months. Previous strikes on similar issues were
suspended after the intervention by prominent Nige-
rians, including leaders from parliament. The NARD
represents resident doctors at government-owned
hospitals in Nigeria, who account for aboul one-third
of doctors operating in the country.

The doctors strike comes as Nigerians are already
struggling with more than 22 percent inflation, a tri-
pling of petrol prices and the impact of a sharp devalu-
alion of the nalional currency, the naira. — AFP
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Al- Rushood indicated that KIFH’s dlsungulshed
efforts in suslainability has been commended and
recognized worldwide, leading KFH Lo win various
awards such as “Best Bank in Sustainability in Ku-
wail and the Middle East”, as well as the Best Islamic
Bank in suslainability” worldwide from prestigious
inlernalional magazines.

Will climate change
hit Mediterranean
tourism?

PARIS: Destructive fires, temperatures topping 40
degrees Celsius (104 degrees Fahrenheit) and tour-
ists dodging possible catastrophe by staying home.
Will climate change end up transforming tourism -
not least in the Mediterranean?

State of play

Regions which welcome a sizeable share of
holidaymakers are also those hardest hit by cli-
male change. In Greece, thousands of tourists have
been evacualed in recent days from the islands of
Rhodes and Corfu which have been ravaged by fires
touched off by suffocatingly hot weather. Rhodes’
international airport has morphed into an impro-
vised campsite flooded by disorientated tourists.

Other countries around the Mediterranean have
also been hit. In Spain, the thermometer has shot 15
degrees above normal summer season levels. Italy
has also labored under heatwaves with the island of
Sardinia melting under 48 Celsius while, on Monday,
Tunis endured 49C. Tourism plays a key role in the
region’s economies - the sector accounts for nearly
a quarter of GDP in Greece and 12 percent in Spain.

Economic consequences

The soaring temperatures could turn off visitors.
For Jean-Francois Rial, who heads French travel firm
Voyageurs du Monde, “global warming is going to
render some destinations less and less visitable.
The whole of the Mediterranean is concerned and
yet it is the main destination of European travel-
ers.” In Spain, “we're starting to hear tourists ask
themselves” if they should be looking to spend their
summer break on the Mediterranean coast, said Jo-
antxo Llantada, professor at Madrid’s IE Business
School. According to a recent note from Moody's,
“heatwaves may reduce Southern Europe’s attrac-
tiveness as a tourist destination in the longer term
or al the very least reduce demand in summer, which
will have negative economic consequences given
the importance of the sector.”

No more sunworshipping?

Nol so fast, suggests Hamit Kuk, who heads the
association of Turkish travel operators. “This issue is
very important for the tourism industry - but it is not
a problem if temperatures are very hot in Antalya
because European tourists mostly prefer to see the
sun,” Kuk told AFP. “We can look at the examples of
Egypt and Dubai. In July-August there are tempera-
tures of 45C and tourists still prefer to go there. The
president of Tunisia’s hotel federation, Dora Miled,
told AFP that to date “the heat has had no impact
on lourism. “If we have yel Lo return to 2019 aclivity
levels ... that’s above all mainly due Lo the high cost
of air travel,” said Miled.

Didier Arino, who heads the Protourisme travel
consultancy in France, said: “When it comes to their
holidays, people don't dream of a cool destination,
they want good weather.” Even in Greece it is not
certain that the fires will dissuade lourists from
coming. Kostas Chryssohoides, vice prefect of Do-
decanese, an island group in the southeastern Aege-
an Sea that includes Rhodes, observed that “24,000
tourists arrived on Rhodes” between Sunday and
Monday, fires notwithstanding. — AFP
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F. Murray Abraham speaks as SAG-AFTRA
members hold “Rock The City For A Fair
Contract” rally in Times Square.

Jessica Chastain attends a SAG-AFTRA
“Rock The City For A Fair Contract” rally in
Times Square.
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Actor Bryan Cranston speaks during a

SAG-AFTRA “Rock The City For A Fair Con-
tract” strike rally at Times Square.
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Hollywood heavyweights lead
strike rally in Times Square

winner Bryan Cranston and a

group of Oscar winners on Tues-
day led a large rally of striking actors and
writers in New York’s Times Square, as
the stalemate with studios and stream-
ers dragged on.

Academy Award winners Brendan
Fraser, Jessica Chastain and F. Murray
Abraham were among the stars joining
the mass of demonstrators.

Movie and television production
has effectively shut down in the United
States since thousands of members
of the Screen Actors Guild (SAG-AF-

H ollywood A-listers including Emmy

TRA) guild walked off the job on July
14, joining writers who have been on
strike for weeks.

Both guilds are demanding better
pay and job security, as well as safe-
guards against the threat posed by arti-
ficial intelligence as they pursue the first
industry-wide walkout in 63 years.

“We will not be having our jobs tak-
en away and given to robots,” “Breaking
Bad” star Cranston told attendees, re-
ferring to fears about Al being used to
recreate an actor’s likeness.

Surrounded by Times Square’s giant
screens, which often advertise the latest

movies and streaming series, Cranston
delivered a message to Disney boss
Bob Iger, the target of the actors’ ire.

“We will not have you take away
our right to work and earn a decent liv-
ing and, lastly and most importantly, we
will not allow you to take our dignity,” he
bellowed, wearing a SAG-AFTRA t-shirt
and raising his fists.

Abraham, best known for winning an
Academy Award for his starring role in
the 1984 movie “Amadeus,” said union-
ism was “good for America.”

“We're fighting for integrity, respect,
and honor,” said the 83-year-old, who

RAPPER'S DELIGHT AS NEW YORK
CELEBRATES 50 YEARS OF HIP-HOP

the facade of the Brooklyn Library

to a concert of rap pioneers at
Yankee Stadium, New York is celebrat-
ing 50 years of hip-hop, a genre born in
its ghettos and now dominant around
the world. Inside the library, a vast ex-
hibition retraces the career of one of
Brooklyn’s most famous sons, charting
his rise from “a street-smart hustler to
a global revered music mogul.” The

From a display of Jay-Z lyrics on
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is pretty mind-blowing. For a lot of Afri-
can American kids coming up here, he
can set an example for them that they
can be bigger,” Thomas added. The
free exhibition, which opened Friday
and was conceived by Jay-Z’s enter-
tainment empire Roc Nation, is entitled
“The Book of HOV,” a reference to one
of the 53-year-old’s nicknames.
Jay-Z’s string of hits include 1998’s
“Hard Knock Life (Ghetto Anthem)”

5
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tribute precedes the opening of an-
other immersive retrospective about
the history of hip-hop at the Hall des
Lumieres on August 2 as the Big Ap-
ple marks half a century of the genre
with a slew of events.

‘Amazing’

Although early forms of hip-hop ex-
pression were bubbling years earlier,
musicologists cite August 11, 1973 as

L

L

Members of the Shirt Kings speak during the official launch of the Special Edition Hip-Hop Library Card, in celebration of
the 50th anniversary of hip-hop, at the Queens Public Library. — AFP photos

artist born Shawn Carter has written
about dealing drugs in the Marcy Hous-
es housing project where he grew up,
before becoming a billionaire rapper
whose marriage to Beyonce created
one of the most glamorous couples in
pop culture.

“I've never really been to a lot of ex-
hibitions,” said 31-year-old warehouse
worker Jamarly Thomas, joking that he
goes by “Jay-T.” “So to witness some-
thing like this from my favorite rapper

A member of the Shirt Kings signs auto-
graphs during the official launch of the
Special Edition Hip-Hop Library Card.

and “lzzo (H.O.V.A.)” from 2001. He
also crossed rap’s boundaries, includ-
ing with his megahit “Empire State of
Mind,” and holds the record for the
most number-one albums of any solo
artist on the Billboard 200 with 14. Only
the Beatles have more, with 19.

Long queues formed over the
weekend as fans rushed to visit the
exhibition or register for one of thir-
teen Brooklyn Library cards stamped
with the artist’s album covers. The

Hip Hop books are
displayed during the
official launch of the

Special Edition Hip-Hop
Library Card.

- . -I' i s g
DJ Chuck Chillout plays music after the of-

ficial launch of the Special Edition Hip-Hop
Library Card.

nosdY

the date of its birth. On that day, on the
ground floor of a low-income building
at 1520 Sedgwick Avenue in the Bronx,
Jamaican-born DJ Clive Campbell,
aka DJ Kool Herc, broke new ground.
He spun the same record on two turn-
tables, isolating the sequences of
rhythms and percussion to extend the
beat, an essential component of hip-
hop music.

Fifty years later, on August 11, 2023,
DJ Kool Herc will perform at Yankee

Hip HOP CARD
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Card.

Muslim hip-hop artist Mc Glamorous
speaks during the official launch of the
Special Edition Hip-Hop Library Card.

Stadium in the Bronx alongside oth-
er hip-hop veterans including Grand-
master Caz, Kurtis Blow and Roxanne
Shante. Lil Kim, Ice Cube, Snoop
Dogg, Run DMC and The Sugarhill
Gang, whose song “Rapper’s Delight”
is known as the first commercially suc-
cessful hip-hop single, are also due to
take the stage.

“When we first started, nobody
was interested in hiring a hip-hop DJ,
or getting an emcee or getting some
breakdancers,” said Ralph McDaniels,
hip-hop coordinator for the Queens
Public Library. “To be celebrating 50
years is amazing because there was
no value on this,” he told AFP. Other
concerts, block parties and graffiti and
breakdance sessions are scheduled to
take place across the Big Apple.

‘Recognition’

The hip-hop movement was born as
a way for African Americans and His-
panics to escape poverty and discrim-
ination. Then, few people would have
predicted it would become a billion-dol-
lar phenomenon that inspires not only
music, but also sports and fashion.

Another sign of how far it has come:
this week, Sotheby’s offered a ruby and
diamond ring worn by rapper Tupac
Shakur, the Harlem-born icon of Cali-
fornia’s West Coast who was murdered
in 1996. It is estimated to sell for up to
$300,000. Back at the Jay-Z exhibit,
Brooklyn-born Amanda Brown said she
was happy the rapper was being hon-
ored with the retrospective while he is
still alive. “Singers that did a lot don’t get
the recognition until they are gone so this
is nice,” the 28-year-old told AFP. — AFP

A member of the Shirt Kings speaks during
the official launch of the Special Edition
Hip-Hop Library Card.

recently featured in television hit series
“The White Lotus.”

Steve Buscemi and Christian Slater
were also among the protesters.

SAG-AFTRA represents actors from
mega-stars to day-players who take
small roles on television series. It rep-
resents about 160,000 people, including
stuntmen and dancers.

The industrial action not only prohib-
its actors from filming but also from pro-
moting their productions in person or on
social media. — AFP

A gold, ruby, and diamond crown ring,
designed and worn by the late US rapper
Tupac Shakur during his last public ap-
pearance in 1996, is displayed during a
press preview at Sotheby’s in New York
City. — AFP photos

Tupac Shakur
ring sells for
record $1 million

gold, ruby and diamond crown
Aring worn by rap legend Tupac

Shakur during his last public
appearance sold for $1 million at auc-
tion in New York Tuesday. The winning
bid was well above Sotheby’s pre-
sale estimate of between $200,000
and $300,000 and becomes the most
valuable hip-hop artifact ever sold,
the auction house said.

Tupac Shakur

The New York-born rapper wore
the ring during his final public ap-
pearance at the MTV Video Music
Awards on September 4, 1996. He
was shot dead by an unidentified as-
sailant in a drive-by shooting in Las
Vegas just days later on September
13. He was 25.

Shakur, whose hits included “Cal-
ifornia Love,” designed the ring over
the course of a few months, Sotheby’s
said. He did so through his godmother
Yaasmyn Fula, who put the ring up for
sale. Shakur was influenced by 16th
century Italian philosopher Niccolo
Machiavelli’s political manifesto “The
Prince” which he read while in prison
on sex abuse charges.

He modeled the design on the
crowns of the medieval kings of Eu-
rope, Sotheby’s added. The ring is
engraved “Pac & Dada 1996,” a ref-
erence to his girlfriend Kidada Jones.
A gold circulet studded with a central
cabochon ruby flanked by two pave-
cut diamonds sits atop a diamond-en-
crusted gold band.

The sale was part of a dedicated
hip-hop auction to mark 50 years of
the genre which falls in August this
year. Shakur is considered one of
the greatest rappers of all time, sell-
ing 75 million records. He was a cen-
tral figure in the Los Angeles-based
West Coast hip-hop scene, which
feuded with rival East Coast rappers
in New York. — AFP



French chef Renaud Dutel prepa
of STAY by Yannick Alleno restaurant in Dubai.

Lifestyle

rench chef Renaud Dutel
never thought his career
would take him to the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates’ glam
hub of Dubai, but has found there
a culinary capital in the making.
Five years since he was of-
fered a spot at a fancy restau-
rant in the Gulf financial and
tourism hub - better known for
its skyscrapers than its food

scene - Dutel is delighted to
have “taken the risk”.

“I believe Dubai is at the begin-
ning,” he told AFP as lobster cuts
were sizzling on a skillet beside
him at STAY, a Michelin-starred
restaurant specialized in French
cuisine on the city’s signature
Palm Jumeirah man-made island.

“But (Dubai) is on the way to
becoming one of the best des-
tinations in the world to come
to dine.” Boasting about 13,000
restaurants and cafes, some of
the city’'s eateries are already
making global waves.

Last year, 11 Dubai restau-
rants were awarded the Middle
East’'s first Michelin stars, with
more joining the prestigious club
this year. Some like STAY by Yan-

French chef Renaud Dutel (right)
prepares a dish in the kitchens of
STAY by Yannick Alleno restaurant in
Dubai. — AFP photos

|
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Solemann Haddad, head chef and co-owner at Moonrise Middle Eastern-Japanese fusion restaurant works at the rooftop spot with a backdrop of the Dubai skyline.

nick Alleno clinched two stars, but
none made it to three - Michelin’s
highest honor.

“Dubai’s gastronomy scene
has transformed the city into
one of the most diverse and dy-
namic food hubs in the world,”
said Issam Kazim of the lo-
cal government’s tourism and
economy department.

res a dish in the kitchens

‘100 percent Dubai’

The UAE, a five-decade fed-
eration of seven emirates along
the eastern coast of the Arabian
Peninsula, lacks the rich culinary
heritage of other Arab states.

French chef Renaud Dutel serves
a dish at STAY by Yannick Alleno
restaurant in Dubai.

L

The meat-heavy Emirati
cuisine is strongly influenced
by historic trade ties with pres-
ent-day Iran and India. But it did
not see the “gastronomization”
that culinary traditions in much
of the West did, according to
Loic Bienassis of the European
Institute for the History and Cul-
ture of Food.

Still, it “can be done”, he told
AFP. “And political will can play
a role.” Instead, with expats
largely outnumbering the local
Emirati population, the city’s
rich cultural mix has yielded a
unique culinary identity.

Moonrise, a rooftop restau-
rant which offers a Middle East-
ern-Japanese fusion and only
seats 12 people at a time, is a
prime example. Solemann Hadd-
ad, Moonrise’s head chef and
co-owner, described the food as
one-third European, one-third
Japanese and one-third Arabic,
“but it’s 100 percent Dubai”.

Haddad, born in the city to
French and Syrian parents, won a
coveted Michelin star last year at
the ripe age of 27.

His dishes reflect the cos-
mopolitan spirit of Dubai, he told
AFP, combining elements such as
date syrup with a chutney of saf-
fron and pineapple.

Having established itself as
a business and luxury hot spot,
Dubai is now also attracting some
of the world’s leading culinary
names including Alleno and fellow
Frenchman Pierre Gagnaire.

Desert-sourced

Britain’s Gordon Ramsay, Ja-
pan’s Nobu Matsuhisa and ltaly’s
Massimo Bottura have also joined
the roster of celebrity chefs with a
presence in the city.

But beyond importing top tal-
ent, Dubai is also fostering local
stars, said Habib Al Mulla, an
Emirati lawyer and culinary blog-

A chef prepares a dish in the kitchens

of STAY by Yannick Alleno restaurant
in Dubai.

A chef prepares a dish in the kitchens
of STAY by Yannick Alleno restaurant
in Dubai.

ger who has reviewed more than
700 establishments worldwide. “A
new, young generation of home-
grown chefs are coming up,” he
told AFP. “Many of them are win-
ning... worldwide recognition.”

Dubai’s rising culinary stars
include not only chefs but also
restauranteurs such as Omar
Shihab, born and raised in the
UAE to a Jordanian family. The
restaurant he founded, BOCA,
was awarded the Michelin Green
Star for sustainability this year.

Shihab sources a bulk of his
produce from the UAE - afeatin a
country that imports more than 80
percent of its food needs. “Let’s
face it, we live in the desert,” he
told AFP. “But through our sourc-
ing policy, we prioritize local in-
gredients.”

Some 30-40 percent of fruit
and vegetables served at BOCA
come from hydroponic Emirati

Chefs prepare dish ingredients at
Moonrise Middle Eastern-Japanese
fusion restaurant in Dubai.
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Solemann Haddad, head chef and
co-owner at Moonrise Middle East-
ern-Japanese fusion restaurant in
Dubai prepares a dish.

A chef prepares a dish at Moonrise
Middle Eastern-Japanese fusion
restaurant in Dubai.

farms, and up to 80 percent of
the fish sourced from the UAE
or nearby shores, said Shihab.
“We do not have any local or
regional suppliers” for meat and
chicken, he said.

“But we make sure that the
farms we rely on, we know their
names, we know a little bit about
their practises, no matter where
they are in the world.” — AFP

Chefs prepare dish ingredients at Moonrise Middle Eastern-Japanese fusion restaurant in Dubai.
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LeBron’ son stable after
sulfering cardiac arrest

Bronny James, 18, collapses on court while training

LOS ANGELES: Bronny James, the eldest son
of NBA superstar LeBron James, is in a stable
condition after suffering a cardiac arrest during
a practice with his college basketball team, the
James family said on Tuesday. Bronny James, 18,
collapsed on court while training with his Univer-
sity of Southern California team-mates on Mon-
day in Los Angeles.

“Yesterday while practicing Bronny James
suffered a cardiac arrest,” a spokesperson for
the James family said in a statement Lo AFP.
“Medical stafl was able Lo treat Bronny and take
him to the hospital. He is now in stable condition
and no longer in ICU (inlensive care). “We ask
for respect and privacy for the James family and
we will update media when there is more infor-
mation. “LeBron and Savannah wish to public-
ly send their deepest thanks and appreciation
to the USC medical and athletic staff for their
incredible work and dedication to the safety of
their athletes.”

The TMZ.com celebrity news website reported
that James was unconscious before being rushed to
hospital following the cardiac incident. According
to the American Heart Association, only about 1 in
10 people survive an out-of-hospital cardiac arrest,
which occurs when the heart stops abruptly with little
or no warning. James’ cardiac arrest came just over a
year after another USC basketball player, Vince Iwu-
chukwu, suffered heart failure and collapsed during
an informal practice. Iwuchukwu subsequently made
a full recovery.

Buildup to Paris
Olympics enters
its final year

PARIS: The buildup to the Paris Olympics en-
tered its final year on Wednesday as Internation-
al Olympic Committee president Thomas Bach
hailed the “very, very good” preparations. Hav-
ing sailed down the River Seine on Tuesday to
gel a laste of the spectacular opening ceremony
on July 26,2024, Bach formally invited 203 coun-
tries to take part in the Summer Games. Russia
and Belarus, its ally in the invasion of Ukraine,
are not among the countries invited. The IOC has
however left the door open for Russian and Be-
larusian athletes to take part as neutrals in Paris
without their teams competing.

The participation of Russians and Belarusians
could trigger a boycott by Ukraine. Bach refused
to be drawn on when the I0C would make a de-
cision on the issue, but noted that many sports
federations had heeded his body’s call to allow
Russians and Belarusians to take part as neutrals
in qualifying events. “It will depend on the further
developments,” the German told reporters. “We
see now international federations applying our
conditions for the participation of neutral and in-
dividual athletes. “We will supervise this... based
on the result of this we will at the appropriate
time take a decision.”

Potential Ukrainian boycott

He said, however, a decision would not be tak-
en at the I0C Session in the Indian city of Mum-
bai in October. The potential difficulties were
underlined at the world fencing championships
on Wednesday when Ukraine’s Igor Reizlin with-
drew from his epee bout with Vadim Anokhin in
line with his government’s policy of barring ath-
letes from competing against Russians. Ukraine’s
sports minister Vadym Gulzeit was ambivalent
about a boycott of the Olympics themselves
when he spoke to French newspaper Le Monde
on Tuesday. “We have yel lo lake a decision
concerning the Olympic Games,” he said. “We
are awaiting a final decision and to know if (the
Russians and Belarusians) will be authorized to
compete or not.”

Sponsorship boost

The French organizers were boosted this
week when luxury brand LVMH announced it
will be a “premium partner” of the Paris Olym-
pics, bringing sponsorship close to the target of
1.24 billion euros ($1.37 billion). “We still need a
few tens of millions of euros Lo reach the budget
we sel, but it’s clearly a very good thing, even if
we were confident,” a senior member of the or-
ganizing commillee said.

Organizers will pray there is no repeat next
summer of the riots that erupted in the Parisian
suburbs and around France earlier this month af-
ter a policeman shot dead a 17-year-old youth
at a traffic stop. Tony Estanguet, the head of the
Paris 2024 organizing committee, told AFP this
week he did not have any “big concerns” with
12 months to go. “I am very salisfied by the way
the project is advancing. Yes there are issues ev-
ery day that need resolving, but that’s why the
Games are in 2024 and not 2023.”

The tone will be set by the opening cere-
mony on the Seine, the first time in the history
of the Summer Olympics that it will take place
outside a stadium. But the prospect of securing
a six-kilometer stretch of the river with up to
half a million spectators is giving the security
forces a headache. “Clearly, it is not something
we have ever done,” a top official said, speaking
on condition of anonymity. “Securing nearly six
kilometers of route with so many people pres-
enl is a real challenge.” — AFP

Words of support

The James [amily meanwhile were given
words of support from NFL player Damar Ham-
lin, who suffered a cardiac arrest while playing
for the Buffalo Bills in January in an incident that
shocked the sports world. “Prayers to Bronny &
the James family as well,” Hamlin wrote on Twit-
ter. “Here for you guys just like you have been for
me my entire process,” added the 25-year-old,
who subsequently made a full recovery and has
since been cleared to resume his NFL career. Los
Angeles Lakers legend Earvin “Magic” Johnson
also offered support. “We are praying and hoping
he makes a full and speedy recovery,” Johnson
wrote on Twitter.

Bronny James committed to playing for the
USC Trojans in May after becoming one of the top
prospects in US high school basketball. He capped
a stellar senior year campaign at the exclusive Si-
erra Canyon school in Los Angeles with 15 points
in an all-star game of top college candidates, sink-
ing five 3-pointers. His famous father - the NBA’s
all-time leading scorer as well as a four-lime NBA
champion and four-time NBA Most Valuable Play-
er - has long spoken of his desire to extend his
career in order to play in the league with his son.

“I'need to be on the floor with my boy, I got to
be on the floor with Bronny...thal would be ide-
al for sure,” James told ESPN in an interview in
January. Teen slar James could be eligible for the
NBA Dralt after one season for the Trojans, who
are expected to have a strong squad next sea-

HOUSTON: Bronny James, #6 of the West team, talks to Lebron James, of the Los Angeles Lakers in this file
photo. Bronny James, the eldest son of NBA superstar LeBron James, is in a stable condition after suffering
a cardiac arrest during a practice with his college basketball team. — AFP

son. Some analysts have already marked James as
a likely top-10 selection in the 2024 NBA Draft.
Bronny James would turn 20 in October of 2024,

the same month that the 2024-25 NBA campaign
will start. His father would turn 40 in December
of 2024. — AFP

Ukraine fencer hands Russian
walkover at world championships

MILAN: Ukrainian Igor Reizlin’s
hopes of an epee world fencing ti-
te were dashed on Wednesday as he
withdrew from his bout with Vadim
Anokhin in line with his governmenl’s
policy of barring athletes from facing
Russians. A source within the Inter-
national Fencing Federation (FEI) told
AFP the Tokyo Games bronze medalist
had presented a medical certificate to
justify his withdrawal.

A minor consolation for Reizlin
is that the cerlificate safeguards the
small number of qualifying points he
has obtained for the 2024 Paris Olym-
pics. Anokhin, like his compatriots
and Belarusian fencers, are obliged
to compete as neutral athletes due to
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine last year
— their countries are not permitted to
fence in the team competitions.

Reizlin’s fellow star Olha Kharlan
faces the same problem on Thursday
because the four-time individual sa-
bre world champion has been drawn
againsl Russia’s Anna Smirnova. Khar-
lan, though, will be able to take part
from Salurday in the leam evenl — in
which she won Olympic gold in 2008
and silver in 2016. Ukraine’s govern-

ment has laken a lough slance since
Russian and Belarusian athletes were
permitted to return to competition
carlier this year. They withdrew their
judokas from the world championships
in May. Their tennis players, though,
have had to play each other since the
invasion.

Recenlly, though, there have been
rumblings from athletes including
Kharlan they are not happy with this
policy. As for a boycott of the Olym-
pics themselves, Ukraine’s sports min-
ister Vadym Gulzeil was ambivalent
when he spoke to French newspa-
per Le Monde on Tuesday. “We have
vet to take a decision concerning the
Olympic Games,” he said. “We are
awailing a final decision and Lo know if
(the Russians and Belarusians) will be
authorized to compete or not.”

Russia, Belarus omitted

In another development, Interna-
tional Olympic Committee President
Thomas Bach on Wednesday formally
invited 203 countries, but not Russia and
Belarus, to participate in the Paris Olym-
pics which begin in a year’s time. Bach
had said in mid-July that neither Russia

Ukraine’s Igor Reizlin

nor its ally in the invasion of Ukraine, Be-
larus, would be invited as a team.

The 10C has however left the door
open for Russian and Belarusian ath-
letes to compete as neutrals in the
2024 Summer Games without their
teams competing. Bach is on a three-
day visit to the French capital to mark
the one-year-to-go milestone on
Wednesday. “In accordance with the
Olympic Charter it is my great honor
and pleasure to mark this important
milestone today by inviting the ath-
letes of the world to come Logether in

Paris, France, to celebrate the Games
of the 33rd Olympiad,” Bach said.

Bach said he had “just received ex-
cellent information about the prepara-
lions for Paris 2024 alter louring the
construction site of the Athletes’ Village
on Tuesday. He said then that the com-
petitors would be “very happy” in the
Village. Gualemala were nol invited ei-
ther because it is currently suspended
from the Olympic movement due lo al-
leged government interference with the
independence of the National Olympic
Committee there. — AFP

Brown, Celtics

agree record
$304 m deal

NEW YORK: Jaylen Brown will remain with the
Boston Celtics after agreeing a record-break-
ing $304 million five-year contract extension,
US media reports said on Tuesday. If confirmed,
the mammoth deal will be the richest contract in
NBA history, eclipsing the $264 million exten-
sion inked by two-time MVP Nikola Jokic last

year. The 26-year-old Brown has been one of
the mainstays of the Celtics’ success in recent
vears, helping the team reach the playoffs for
seven conseculive seasons.

Brown’s new deal will ensure the two-time All
Star remains in Bostlon unlil the end of the 2028-
2029 season. Brown had one year remaining on
his existing deal with the Celtics, which will pay
him $31.8 million for the 2023-2024 campaign.
Brown posted career-best figures of 26.6 points,
6.9 rebounds and 3.5 assists per game in 2022-
2023, forming a potent offensive partnership
with Jayson Tatum. However, the Celtics’ season
ended in disappointment with the team losing
at home to Miami in game seven of the Eastern
Conference finals. — AFP

Ashes ‘not done’ yet for
Australia, Cummins insists

LONDON: Australia captain Pat Cummins
insisted Wednesday thal his side remains
hugely motivated to complete a long-await-
ed Ashes series win in England, even though
they have already relained the urn. The
tourists head into a fifth and final Test at
The Oval starting Thursday, 2-1 up after
last week’s Old Trafford washout denied a
dominant England the chance to claim a se-
ries-levelling win. Australia, as the holders,
are assured of retaining the Ashes.

But the goal of a first Ashes series win
away to England since 2001, a run that
spans five tours, remains in their sights.
Australia were 2-1 up heading into The
Oval four years ago only to pay the price
for some over-exuberant celebrations be-
fore they arrived in London as England
fought back to square that series 2-2. Fast
bowler Cummins said the circumstances
were different this time and that ending
a 22-year wait for an Ashes series win in
England would be the ideal way to finish
a tour that started at The Oval with Aus-
tralia’s victory over India in the World Test
Championship final.

“I think the good thing is that it’s a re-
ally similar group to 2019,” Cummins told
a pre-match press conference at The Oval
on Wednesday. “That Manchester (in 2019)

was a big win to retain the Ashes, which we
hadn’t done for a long time off the back of
Headingley, even Lord’s, where we probably
missed a trick last series. “I felt like that was
a big exclamation mark on the end of that
series with still one Test match to play.”

‘Not at our best’

He added: “It feels really different here,
this group has been really motivated to
win the series. “We know that it wasn't our
best week last week and al the end of the
game it was a bit of a pat on the back, ‘well
done, we've relained the Ashes’ bul really it
feels like the job’s not done.” The upcom-
ing match could mark the end of an era for
an Australia team. Several players are 30
or older, although under-pressure open-
ing batsman David Warner, 37 in October,
quashed rumors Tuesday he is set to retire,
insisting he intends Lo stick to his plan of
finishing on home soil early next year. “It’s
a hard one,” said the 30-year-old Cummins
when asked about managing a transition
from one generation to the next. “I certainly
don’t want to rush anyone out of the door.”

He added: “I think this is about the
fourth Ashes series where (England veter-
an paceman) Jimmy Anderson has said it’s
going to be his last one, so you never quite

Australia’s Pat Cummins

know.” Cummins’s captaincy was criticized
after England’s three-wickel win in the
third Test at Headingley was followed by
Australia’s pummelling at Old Trafford be-
fore rain came o their aid. Mark Waugh,
the former Australia batsman, suggested
the cares of captaincy had made Cummins
look “lired and [razzled”.

“Is Pat Cummins the right man for the
long-term captaincy?” Waugh asked on
Fox Sports. “Because when il’s tough I
don't think he is. I think he’s OK when

it's casy and he doesn't have to think too
much, but it’s a real question mark.” Cum-
mins, however, received support from Ben
Stokes on Wednesday, with the England
caplain saying ol his rival skipper: “I'm not
sure why someone would say he should
give it (the captaincy) up. “I don’t know
who has made those comments, but I think
he’s done a great job for Australian crickel.
It’s probably a little bit unwarranted from
whoever said that -- and that's coming
from an Englishman.” — AFP
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Richarlison’s hat-trick seals
Tottenham win in Singapore

Spurs trounce Lion City Sailors 5-1 in pre-season [riendly

SINGAPORE: Brazilian striker Richarlison scored
three second-half goals as Tottenham Hotspur
came [rom behind Lo beal local side Lion City Sail-
ors 5-1in a pre-season [riendly at Singapore’s Na-
tional Stadium on Wednesday. The Sailors took a
surprise lead through Shawal Anuar after 14 min-
utes but the Premier League side got back on level
terms through a Harry Kane penalty with the final
kick of the first half.

Richarlison came on at half-time and scored
twice in the first eight minutes of the second half
before completing his hat-trick in stoppage lime
after Giovani Lo Celso had netted Spurs’ fourth
goal. Tottenham were playing just the second
pre-season game of their Asia-Pacific tour follow-
ing the cancellation of a malch against Leicester
City in Bangkok on Sunday and manager Ange Pos-
tecoglou opted for a strong starting line-up which
dominated the opening half.

But against the run of play, the Sailors took the
lead when a cross from the right by Maxime Les-
tienne was bundled in by Shawal at the far post.
Spurs turned up the pressure with James Maddison
going close with a long-range effort which forced
a fine diving save from Sailors goalkeeper Zharfan
Rohaizad. Son Heung-min headed home after 26
minutes but his effort was ruled out for offside while
Pape Malar Sarr skimmed the crossbar with a volley.

However, Tottenham’s pressure finally told in first-
half stoppage time when Sarr was brought down in
the Sailors box and Kane stepped up to send Zhar-
fan the wrong way from the penalty spot to level
things up. Postecoglou made 11 changes at half-time
and his new line-up took the lead just three minutes
after the restart. Lo Celso’s effort deflected off a de-
fender and the ball fell nicely for Richarlison Lo turn
the ball into the net.

Aussie ‘on a mission’
at World Cup after
concussion setbacks

BRISBANE: Australia coach Tony Gustavsson in-
sisted Wednesday it was simply bad luck that two
players were concussed in separate “high-intensity”
training incidents on the eve of their Women’s World
Cup clash with Nigeria, and praised his team for how
they responded. The Matildas were already without
the injured Sam Kerr for the match in Brisbane on
Thursday and now fellow forward Mary Fowler -
who replaced the Chelsea star in their opening game
- is also unavailable.

With Kyah Simon still recovering from a knee
injury sustained in Oclober, Arsenal’s Caitlin Foord
is their only recognized striker. Along with Fowler,
defender Aivi Luik, who was a substitute in their 1-0
win against Ireland last week, also suffered a head
knock in training and has been ruled out. “It was a
completely normal training, two days out you always
have high-intensity,” said Guslavsson, who refused
Lo say how the incidents unfolded.

“Everything was good, we were just unlucky un-
fortunately, two head knocks. We didn’t do anything
different than normal. “The players kept going ... they
are on a mission, and just focused on what they can
control so credit to them in yesterday’s training on
how they responded to it.” Gustavsson had no up-
date on Kerr’s calf injury, saying only that she would
be re-assessed after the Nigeria game.

J

Nigeria’s goalkeeper Chiamaka Nnadozie

SINGAPORE: Tottenham Hotspur’s Son Heung-min (right) dribbles past Lion City Sailors’ players during Singa-
pore Festival of Football pre-season match in Singapore on July 26, 2023. — AFP

The Brazilian was again on target five minutes
later when he pounced on a weak back-header to
nod in his second of the game. While the Tottenham
striker was Lwice denied a hat-trick goal by the off-
side {lag, his side managed o add a fourth goal in the

“We want to wait until the last minute to see
where’s she’s al in lerms of availability,” he added,
referring to their final Group B match, against Can-
ada on July 31 in Melbourne. His options against
Nigeria appear to now be starting Foord up front
with Emily van Egmond or Tameka Yallop, who both
usually play in midfield. Australia have three points
and victory would ensure they progress to the last
16 from Group B. Nigeria and Canada have one point
each, with Ireland vet to get off the mark.

Quality

Nigeria coach Randy Waldrum warned a depleted
Australia still have plenty of “weapons” and it would
not change how they approached the game or give
them an advantage. “I don't think it really changes our
lactics and whal we are trying lo do. They obviously
still have a lot of weapons that can hurt you,” said the
American.“We know the strength of their team, | know
a lot of their players well from when I was coaching in
the (American) NWSL, I know their quality.

“So we cannol go into the match thinking we are
al some advantage for that reason. We have Lo stick
to the game plan and how we have been preparing
for them since after the Canada malch.” Nigeria
opened their campaign by earning a valuable point
in a battling 0-0 draw against Olympic champi-
ons Canada, with goalkeeper Chiamaka Nnadoz-
ie the African side’s hero after saving a penalty.
The Nigerian defense was solid and gave little
away against a team ranked seventh in the world.
Waldrum said his side had taken note of how the
Irish got players behind the ball to frustrate the
co-hosts, but stressed they must also put away any
chances that come their way. — AFP

73rd minute when Lo Celso drove home a loose ball
in the six-yard box. And Richarlison’s persistence
was finally rewarded in stoppage time when he burst
through the centre of the Sailors delense and flicked
in his third goal of the game to make it 5-1. — AFP

Tottenham owner
Lewis arrested

NEW YORK: The British billionaire owner
of Premier League side Tottenham, Joe Lewis,
was arrested on Wednesday ahead of a court
appearance in New York on insider trading
charges, US prosecutors said. The 86-year-old
Bahamas-based Lewis surrendered voluntarily
after traveling to the United States to answer
the charges, his lawyer told AFP in a stalement.
Lewis is accused of furnishing employees and
lovers with inside information for years in a
“brazen” scheme that raked in millions of dollars.

The Attorney for the Southern District of
New York, Damian Williams, announced on
Tuesday that the Bahamas-based Lewis had
been indicted along with two co-conspirators.
“The defendants were arrested this morning and
will be presented later today,” Williams's office
said in a statement.

David Zornow, atlorney for Lewis, said the US
government had made “an egregious error in judg-
ment” in charging his client. “Mr Lewis has come
to the US voluntarily to answer these ill-conceived
charges, and we will defend him vigorously in
court,” he added. The prosecutors allege that for
years Lewis “abused his access to corporate board
rooms and repeatedly provided inside information
to his romantic partners, his personal assistants,
his private pilots and his friends.” — AFP
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MILAN: Cyprus’ Alex Tofalides (left) competes against Kuwait’s Ali Abbas during their Foil Men’s Senior
Individual qualifying bout as part of the FIE Fencing World Championships at the Fair Allianz MI.CO (Milano
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Vingegaard given
hero’s welcome
in Copenhagen

COPENHAGEN: Jonas Vingegaard made a lrium-
phant return to Denmark on Wednesday following
his second successive Tour de France viclory, as
thousands lined the streets to welcome him home.
“Vingegaard!, Vingegaard!, Vingegaard!” echoed
from the crowd of tens of thousands gathered in the
square outside Copenhagen’s city hall, just as they
had a vear carlier, when Vingegaard won his first
Tour de France title.

“It’s still hard to understand, that I have won the
Tour de France two years in a row,” he said during
a speech at city hall. “If someone had told me five
years ago, | don’t think I would have believed it, or
I know I wouldn’t have,” he added. Many wore the
Danish red and white, while others donned yellow
shirts mirroring the jersey worn by the leader of
the Tour de France. Crowds also lined the streets to
wave at Vingegaard as he enjoyed his second open-
top parade wearing the famous jersey into Copenha-
gen after landing in a private jet.

The 26-year-old was the first Dane lo win the
iconic race since Bjarne Riis - who later admitted
to doping - in 1996. “I'm a big fan of yours, and I'm
not the only one. More than anything you have won
the hearts of all Danes, and we are so proud of you,”

Classifieds
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COPENHAGEN: Jumbo-Visma’s Danish rider Jonas
Vingegaard (left), winner of the 2023 edition of the
Tour de France, and Denmark’s Mads Pedersen greet
the crowd from the balcony of the Copenhagen City
Hall in Copenhagen, Denmark, on July 26, 2023. — AFP

Danish Prime Minister Melle Frederiksen said during
a speech. Vingegaard, who hails from the small vil-
lage of Hillerslev and worked in a fish markel as a
teenager, then stepped out on the balcony of the city
hall to wave al the roaring crowd.

“He is amazing, he has won two times now and
hopefully he takes number three next year,” Kenneth
Nielsen, a teacher who said he drove 300 kilome-
tres Lo come welcome the cyclist home, told AFP.
During his speech at Copenhagen’s City Hall, Vinge-
gaard conceded that he at times had doubted him-
self during the race this year, and his humble persona
strikes a chord with many Danes. — AFP
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Spain and Japan book last 16

Canada end Ireland’s World Cup dreams; Spain demolish Zambia 5-0

Spain and Zambia on July 26, 2023. — AFP

AUCKLAND: Rampant title contenders Spain and
former champions Japan became the first teams Lo
reach the Women’s World Cup last 16 on Wednes-
day as both won with ease. Two-lime Ballon d’'Or
winner Alexia Putellas started for Spain following
her serious knee injury and played her part in a 5-0
demolition of Zambia. Japan had been on the brink
of reaching the knockout rounds following their 2-0
win over Costa Rica earlier in the day and the Spain
result sent both of them sailing through.

In the final match of the day, Olympic champi-
ons Canada took a step towards the next round
by fighting back from a goal down in soaking-wet
Perth to win 2-1 against Ireland, whose hopes of
progressing are over. Japan and Spain meet on
Monday to decide who wins Group C, and with it
a theoretically easier draw. Both have a perfect six
points from two games and are yet to concede a
goal. Costa Rica and Zambia play the same day in

Messi scores twice as
Miami crush Atlanta

FORT LAUDERDALE: Lionel Messi's instant im-
pact in the United States continued on Tuesday as he
scored twice in Inter Miami’s 4-0 victory over Atlan-
ta United, firing his team into the knockout rounds of
the Leagues Cup. The Argentine World Cup-winner
was handed his first start for his new club after com-
ing off the bench and grabbing a 94th-minute winner
in Friday’s game against Mexican club Cruz Azul. In
his first game against a Major League Soccer club,
Messi was simply too much for Atlanta to cope with
and he struck up a fruitful understanding with Finn-
ish winger Robert Taylor, who helped himself to Mi-
ami’s other Lwo goals.

The Leagues Cup is a tournament which brings
together all the top flight teams from MLS and
Mexico’s Liga MX and with two wins Miami Lop
their group and with their new arrival looking set-
tled so quickly, they will surely believe they can
gel their first ever trophy. Atlanta fatally began the
game playing a high-line, hoping to compress the
space for Messi, but the approach simply allowed
Miami to pick their moments to go over the top and
exploit the space behind.

It was via such a route that Messi put the home
side ahead in the eighth minute when he was sent
free by a ball over the top from his former Barce-
lona team-mate Sergio Busquets. Messi burst into
the box and although his low shot struck the post,
he made no mistake with the rebound, side-fooling
into the goal. The seven-times Ballon d’Or winner
then doubled the advantage in the 22nd minute,
the first of three goals that saw him combine with
Finnish winger Robert Taylor.

Messi ran at the back-pedalling Atlanta defense
before swilching to Taylor who slid the ball back
into the path of the 36-year-old who slotted home.
Another Busquets ball over the top found Messi but
the off-side flag was raised after he shot straight at
Atlanta keeper Brad Guzan. Miami made it 3-0, a

the fight lo avoid finishing boltom of the pile.

Barcelona’s Putellas came off at half-lime at Eden
Park in Auckland bul Zambia were already dead
and buried by then with Spain two goals in front
against the lowest-ranked team in the tournament.
Jennifer Hermoso and Alba Redondo both scored
Lwice in the viclory in front of just over 20,000
spectators, but Spain coach Jorge Vilda warned
their best was still to come. “We haven’t seen the
best version of Spain, that is absolutely clear,” said
Vilda. “After the second goal we Look our ool off
the pedal and that is something we need to cor-
rect. We can’t settle for this,” he added.

Canada survive
The 2011 champions Japan beat an error-prone
Cosla Rica comfortably in front of 6,992 specta-
tors in Dunedin, the smallest crowd at the finals
vel. Japan, who began their campaign by thrash-

FLORIDA: Lionel Messi #10 of Inter Miami CF battles
for the ball in the second half during the Leagues
Cup 2023 match between Inter Miami CF and Atlanta
United on July 25, 2023. — AFP

minute before the interval, when Messi fed Benjamin
Cremaschi, who cleverly flicked the ball to Taylor
who defied the tight angle with a fierce blast.

Eight minutes after half-time, Atlanta were
caught on the break when a corner was cleared lo
Messi, who ran from deep in his own half before
feeding Taylor to his left who drilled in a low shot
off the inside of the far post. The margin of victo-
ry allowed Miami’s Argentine head coach Gerardo
Martino to rest Busquets and Messi with the latter
substituted in the 78th minute. Messi’s Argentina
Lleam-male Thiago Almada had a chance for a con-
solation for Atlanta but his penalty was well saved
by Miami keeper Drew Callender.

Miami, bottom of the MLS standings, had not
won for 11 league games prior to Messi's arrival,
but look utterly transformed by his impact, to-
gether with Busquets. “Their arrival has given the
players a lot of confidence,” said Martino, who
ten years ago coached the pair at Barcelona. “The
players feel more supported, they feel that the re-
sponsibility is carried by the great players and so
they feel more liberated to play,” he added. Mar-
lino, who also coached Messi with the Argentine
national team, said his World Cup triumph last
season had given him a new lease of life. — AFP

ing Zambia 5-0, were never in trouble against an
oulclassed Costa Rica at the nearly 30,000-ca-
pacity Dunedin Stadium.

The game was effectively killed off in the space
of three first-hall minutes with goals from Hikaru
Naomoto and 19-year-old Aoba Fujino. In Group B,
World Cup debutants Ireland took the lead against
Canada after just four minutes when captain Katie
McCabe scored direct from a corner. Bul an own
goal in the lricky condilions brought Canada level
just before half-time and then Adriana Leon scored
what turned out to be the winner in the 53rd minute
to end Ireland’s World Cup hopes.

Canada top the group with four points from two
games, but Australia will look to leapfrog them by
beating Nigeria on Thursday. The co-hosts Austra-
lia must do with only one recognized striker after
Manchester City’s Mary Fowler was ruled out of the
malch with concussion. The Malildas were already

O’Callaghan breaks
record as Marchand
grabs more gold

FUKUOKA: Australia’s Mollie O’Callaghan said she
was “a wreck” after breaking the women’s 200m free-
style world record at swimming’s world championships
on Wednesday, while French superstar Leon Marchand
claimed more gold. O’Callaghan beat Olympic champi-
on Ariarne Titmus and Canada’s Summer McIntosh to
Louch the wall in Imin, 52.85sec in Fukuoka, breaking a
world record that had stood since 2009.

The 19-year-old injured her knee five weeks be-
fore the championships in Fukuoka and she said she
was “really shook” Lo break the record. “I couldn’t
really explain it in the moment,” said O’Callaghan,
who had fired a warning shot when she beat Titmus
over 200m at the Australian trials last month. “There
were lears, there was happiness. It was very mixed
emolions.” There was more glory for Marchand, who
added the 200m butlerfly title to the 400m individ-
ual medley gold he won in record-breaking lime on
the opening day.

Tunisia's Ahmed Halnaoui took revenge on Austra-
lia’s Sam Short to win the men’s 800m freestyle, while
China’s Qin Haiyang picked up his second gold in the
men’s 50m breaststroke. China then claimed another
title when they won the mixed 4x100m medley relay.
O’Callaghan came out on top after another epic wom-
en’s freestyle battle. Titmus was looking lo grab her
second gold of the championships after winning the
400m in a world record lime on the opening night.

She led for most of the race but O’Callaghan
turned on the afterburners over the home straight Lo
reel her in. Titmus finished second in a personal-best
time of 1:53.01, ahead of McIntosh on 1:53.65. O’Cal-
laghan’s time beal the world record of 1:52.98 set by
Italian Federica Pellegrini - wearing a supersuit - at
the 2009 world championships. “Heading into this, I
just really wanted Lo have fun and enjoy it and try my
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missing captain and talismanic striker Sam Kerr, who
was ruled out of at least the first two matches of the
tournament with a calf injury. Arsenal’s Caitlin Foord
is now Australia’s only recognized fit striker.

US-Netherlands clash

Thursday’s action is headlined by a heavyweight
clash between the United States and the Nether-
lands in Wellington. Both teams will expect to get out
of Group E, so bragging rights and group supremacy
are at stake in a re-run of the 2019 final. On that oc-
casion the Americans won 2-0 and are pursuing an
unprecedented third successive World Cup title. The
Netherlands are not quite the force they were but
coach Andries Jonker believes the rest of the world,
the Dutch included, are closing in on the United
States. “Are we gelling closer? The feeling is ves,”
he said. “Tomorrow is the first time we can check if
we are closer or not.” — AFP

FUKUOKA: Australia’s Mollie 0’Callaghan (top) com-
petes in the final of the women’s 200m freestyle
swimming event during the World Aquatics Champi-
onships in Fukuoka on July 26, 2023. — AFP

best and try some new race plans,” said O’Callaghan.
“To come out with a world record was really unex-
pected for me.”

Marchand wins again

Marchand made headlines on Sunday when he beat
Michael Phelps’s legendary 400m IM world record, a
mark that had stood since the 2008 Beijing Olympics.
He picked up his second title in the 200m butterfly,
coming home in Imin, 52.43sec, ahead of Poland’s
Krzysztof Chmielewski on 1:53.62 and Japan’s Tomoru
Honda on 1:53.66. Marchand was back in action just
40 minutes later, qualifying from the 200m individual
medley with the fastest lime. “I have one more race,
then relays with the team,” said Marchand, who has
dropped the 200m breaststroke from his program.
“I'm just trying to enjoy the moment and keep going.
It's been very good the past few days.”

Hafnaoui came off second best to Short in the
400m freestyle final on Sunday, an event in which the
Tunisian is the reigning Olympic champion. He got
the better of his Australian rival in the 800m, coming
home in 7min, 37.00sec, ahead of Short on 7:37.76
and American Bobby Finke on 7:38.67. Hafhaoui,
Short and Germany’s Lukas Martens were neck-
and-neck for almost the entire race until Hafhaoui
pulled away at the last. — AFP
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