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Amir’s decision to dissolve
National Assembly hailed

Calls to speed up process to hold {resh elections

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Lawmakers and politicians on Tues-
day hailed the Amir’s decision to dissolve the 2020
National Assembly and call for fresh parliamenta-
ry polls as the best decision to resolve the current
political crisis, resulting from the Constitutional
Court’s ruling to annul the September elections. In
a speech delivered by HH the Crown Prince Sheikh
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, HH the Amir
decided late Monday to dissolve the National As-
sembly and called for fresh polls within the coming
months. No date has been set for the new elections.

Marzouq Al-Ghanem, speaker of the National

RAMADAN KAREEM

Body and soul in Islam

By Hassan Twaha Bwambale

human-being is made up of body and
Asoul. Many verses of the Noble Qu-

ran allude to the fact that the soul was
breathed into Adam (AS) after he was created
and fashioned from clay. Also, il is construed
from many prophetic narrations that the soul is
breathed into a fetus after 120 days (4 months
from conception.) (Refer to Al-Bukhari # 3,208
and 3, 3332)

Almighty Allah says whal can be lranslated
as: “(Allah, the Exalted in Might, the All-Merci-
ful), perfected everything He created and began
the creation of man [rom clay. Then He made his
(first man’s) progeny from a (quintessence) of a
humble fluid drawn forth. Then He proportioned
him and breathed into him from His (created)
soul, and (then) gave you (the [aculties) of hear-
ing and sight, along with hearts that compre-
hend.” (As-Sajdah 32: 7 - 9)

The body is regarded as a house for the
soul. The soul departs it during sleep and re-
turns when we wake up. When someone dies,
the body becomes like a demolished house.
Almighty Allah says what can be translated as:
“Allah takes the souls (of people) at the (predes-
tined) time of their death. But for those whose
(souls) that have not yet died, He takes them
during their sleep. Then He withholds the ones
upon which He has decreed death and sends the
others (back) for a specified time.

Indeed, in (all) this there are sure signs for
people who reflect.” (Az-Zumar 39: 42) If we
compare a human-being to a computer, then
his body is like a computer itself, his life like
electricity, and the soul like software programs.
So, with such complex software programs, the
computer is different from other machines just
like a human-being is different from animals.

A bitter fact

Despite unanimity about the dichotomous
relationship between the body and the soul, the
vast majority of the people focus more on the
body at the expense of the soul. They eat good
food, drink tasty beverages, and some under-
go cosmelic surgery Lo look more beautiful or

handsome, but very few make an effort to
Continued on Page 6

Assembly which was dissolved in August last vear
and then reinstated by the court ruling last month,
welcomed the decision to return to the people to de-
cide the future, saying that he had repeatedly called
for such an option. Ghanem also praised the Amir’s
verdicts that the judiciary must be respected and his
rejeclion of unconstitutional calls Lo the contrary.
MP Ahmad Al-Hamad said that the Amiri address
has drawn “a roadmap for the future”, adding that
the Amir in his speech reemphasized on democratic
and constitutional process of the country. Minister
of Oil Bader Al-Mulla, who is a member of the 2020
and 2022 assemblies, described the address as “his-
torical which lays foundations for the future by sid-

Worshippers spend
night in prayer at
Grand Mosque

By Shakir Reshamwala

KUWAIT: Tens of thousands of worshippers spent
the night of the 27th of Ramadan in prayer and sup-
plication at the Grand Mosque early Tuesday. The at-
tendees savored the atmosphere at the mosque, which
reopened for nightly prayers after three years due to
the COVID pandemic and maintenance works. Eight
rakats of tahajjud were performed, followed by three
rakats of witr. The first four rakats were led by Sheikh
Fahad Al-Kandari, and the remaining by Sheikh Me-
shari Al-Afasy. No sermon was scheduled after four
rakals as on other nights.

Kuwait authorities have secured 27 mobile medical
clinics with the required equipment and staff to operate
during nightly prayers, Health Minister Dr Ahmad Al-
Awadhi said during a tour of the Grand Mosque and
Bilal bin Rabah Mosque on Sunday to inspect medical
preparations. (See Page 3)

Saudi and Syria
end diplomatic
deep-[freeze

DAMASCUS: Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad
met with Saudi Arabia’s top diplomat in Damascus
on Tuesday, state media reported, ending more than
a decade of diplomatic deep-freeze between the two
countries. “President Bashar Al-Assad meets Saudi
Foreign Minister Faisal bin Farhan,” Syria’s official
news agency SANA reported. The Saudi prince ar-
rived in Damascus on Tuesday afternoon on the first
visit to Syria’s capital by a Saudi official since the
start of the country’s civil war in 2011.

Assad has been politically isolated in the region
since the conflict began, but a flurry of diplomatic
aclivily has been underway in the past week as re-
gional relations shift following a decision by Saudi
Arabia and Damascus’s ally Iran Lo resume Lies. The
trip comes less than a week after Syrian Foreign
Minister Faisal Mekdad visited Saudi Arabia, also on
the first such visil since the conlflict began.

Last week, diplomats from nine Arab countries
met in the Saudi city of Jeddah to discuss ending
Syria’s long spell in the diplomatic wilderness and its
possible return to the 22-member Arab League af-
ter Damascus was suspended in 2011. The diplomats
stressed the “importance of having an Arab leader-
ship role in efforts to end the crisis” in Syria, accord-
ing Lo a stalement by the Saudi [oreign ministry.

Saudi Arabia severed lies with Assad’s govern-
ment in 2012 and Rivadh had long openly champi-
oned Assad’s ouster, backing Syrian rebels in earlier

ing with the people’s will and the constitution”.

MP Hamad Al-Harshani called on all parties to
unite under the leadership of HH the Amir and the
HH the Crown Prince and learn the lesson from the
past by avoiding disputes. Mubarak Al-Rasheedi, a
member of the scrapped 2022 Assembly, welcomed
the Amir’s decision and called on the government
to take all legal actions necessary to provide the
needed immunily Lo the next electlions.

He also called for speeding up the process of
holding the new elections. MP Khalil Al-Saleh said
HH the Amir’s decision has sided with the consti-
tution and the will of the nation while MP Osama
Al-Shaheen said the address has reemphasized

the leadership’s firm commitment to the consti-
tution and democracy. Member of the annulled
2022 Assembly Alia Al-Khaled said the address
has again emphasized HH the Amir’s respect to the
popular will, while member of the same assembly
Jenan Bushehri said the decision is a victory to the
will of the people.

Following HH the Amir’s decision, the govern-
ment is now expected to approve a decree calling
to dissolve the 2020 assembly and then set a date
for the fresh elections. Under Kuwaiti law, the elec-
tions must be held within two months of the date of
dissolving the Assembly. The forthcoming elections
will be the third parliamentary polls in three years.

KUWAIT: An aerial view shows Muslims performing giyam ul-layl prayers at the Grand Mosque on April

18, 2023 on the 27th night of the holy fasting month of Ramadan. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

DAMASCUS: Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad met
with Saudi Arabia’s top diplomat in Damascus on

Tuesday, ending more than a decade of diplomatic
deep-freeze between the two countries.

stages of the war. Several other Arab countries also
cut ties with Syria as some powers bet on Assad’s
demise. But regional capitals have gradually been
warming to Assad as he has clawed back most of
the territory lost to rivals, with crucial backing from
Russia and Iran. The United Arab Emirates, which
re-cslablished lies in lale 2018, has been leading the
charge lo reintegrate Damascus into the Arab fold.
A February 6 earthquake that wreaked devastation
in Turkey and Syria sparked Arab outreach to Assad’s
government, and the surprise rapprochement between
Riyadh and Tehran was announced the following month.
Continued on Page 6

Qatar and UAE to
reopen embassies

DOHA: Qatar and the Uniled Arab Emirales are
working to reopen their long-closed embassies “in
the coming weeks”, an official said Tuesday, as a wave
of rapprochement sweeps the turbulent Middle East
region. The two countries re-established relations in
January 2021, after the UAE took part in a nearly four-
year Gulf blockade of Qatar, but despite several meet-
ings they are yet to restore the diplomatic missions.

“Regarding the opening ol embassies between the
two countries, I think it will be in the coming weeks,”
foreign ministry spokesperson Majid Al-Ansari told
a briefing. “The technical committees are now doing
their work in this context, and it is expected that there
will be exchange visits to consider the procedures we
need o reopen embassies.” A UAE official confirmed
that the reopening of embassies is “under process”.

“Al present, the aclivation of diplomatic ties,
which will include the reopening of embassies, is un-
der process between both countries,” the official said
in a statement sent to AFP. Opening the embassies
would be just the latest in a series of reconciliato-
ry steps for Gulf relations since heavyweights Saudi
Arabia and Iran moved Lo reslore lies last month.

Last week, Qatar put aside a chronic feud to
resume relations with Bahrain. The two sides aim
to quickly reach the “highest levels of coopera-
tion”, Al-Ansari said on Tuesday. Saudi Arabia
has been negotiating a fresh ceasefire in Ye-
men’s civil war and nearly 1,000 prisoners [rom
the conlflict, pitting a Saudi-led coalition against
Iran-backed rebels, have been released in recent
days under an exchange deal. — AFP
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Overspending becoming
a habit during Ramadan

30 days of financial and social extravagance

By Majd Othman

KUWAIT: Ramadan, which is a holy
month for Muslims where they fast from
sunrise Lo sunsel for 30 days, has turned
over lime lo a month that has a different
purpose, away from Islamic practices. It
has become a month that includes vari-
ous celebrations and cultural events, di-
verging from the main goal of empathiz-
ing with needy people who don’t have
enough food and provisions Lo survive.

In Kuwail, several celebrations have
started to be highlighted more in the past
few years, such as the ghabqa, which is
a gathering held belween the lime of
breaking the fast and sunrise; Girgian,
mainly a celebration for children, when
people distribute candy to them over
three days; and iftar gatherings, where
people eat their first meal after fasting,
not to mention the recent trend of Rama-
dan home decor.

people a good vibe during the month and
help them forget the hardship of fasling,
but are becoming a way to show off and
cost people too much money, turning into
a financial and social extravagance. Ku-
wail Times asked people for their opinion
about the extra expenses and asked them
how much Ramadan cost them this year.

Manal Assad, an expat, said she spent
almost KD 100 on Ramadan clothes like
the daraa, which is a traditional dress in
Gull countries, along with accessories.
But probably she will not be able to wear
them during next Ramadan, because she
will “need to have a different look.” As-
sad explained there is also a weekly if-
Lar gathering, which coslts more than KD
200 Lo invite the family, in addition Lo ex-
penses of Girgian. She said although she
did not spend much this year on it, total
expenses reached KD 400 for all events
and gatherings this Ramadan.

Abrar Abdullah, a citizen, said she also

braling Girgian this year, noling that her
friends spend triple this amount in a day
Lo enjoy Girgian, as they consider il a so-
cial obligation that must be held every
year, but expenses differ from one year to
another. “Unlortunalely, this celebralion
has turned into a compelition between
grownups away [rom the basic goal of
bringing joy Lo children,” she rued.

Abdullah added that her friends book
lounges and pay thousands to celebrate for
one day only, pointing out that some cel-
ebrations include people distributing one
gram of gold as a souvenir [or the guests,
saying this behavior is only for competition
and showing off and is the not the core
principle of Ramadan and Girgian.

On the other hand, Fatima Hussain,
also a Kuwaiti, said she rejects all these
behaviors due lo the huge wasle thal
remains alter events, whether food, can-
dy or drinks. She pointed out that many

These gatherings and events give spent almost KD 400,but only on cele-

Sharing household
chores sets a good
example for kids

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: Men helping with household chores is an
important aspect of creating a balanced and equita-
ble household environment. In the Middle East, home
dulies have historically been thought of as “women’s
work”, yet this viewpoint is out of date and discrim-
inatory. Regardless of established gender roles, both
men and women should participate in household du-
ties and obligations.

Speaking to Kuwait Times, Omar Daly said a
healthy relationship is to share the responsibility
with your partner. “It is not a shame for someone to
help his wife raise the children, help in chores or pre-
pare milk for the baby. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
is the best example in his treatment of his fami-
ly. It is sunnah to help the wife in the housework,”
he said. “Aisha bint Abu Bakr (RA) used to tell that
the Prophet (PBUH) was at the service of his family,
mending shoes, sweeping the house, sewing clothes
and milking the sheep, meaning he helped his wives
in all their household chores,” Daly added.

“No maller how long vou've been married, il’s
important that the division of household chores and
responsibilities doesn’t get neglected. Otherwise, the
burden of it all is usually dumped on one person. This
cannol be a permanent arrangement because even-
tually the person doing it all will burn out and stop
contributing to the houschold altogether or live mis-
erably in silence,” Ayman Al-Othman said. “Spouses

Italy, Kuwait explore
areas for cooperation
in food security

KUWAIT: Acting Direclor-General of the Pub-
lic Authority for Agricultural Affairs and Fish Re-
sources Meshaal Al-Qurayfa, discussed with the
Ambassador of the Italian Republic to the country,
Carlo Balducci, possible areas of cooperation in
enhancing food security by improving the agri-
cultural climate in Kuwait and developing plant,
animal and fish production.

Qurayfah said: “During the meeting, several
topics were discussed that are consistent with
Kuwait’s vision of preserving and enhancing food
security by all means, as Italy has extensive expe-
rience in the field of agricultural land reclamation
using the latest technologies.”

“The Italian ambassador presented the latest
technical developments in the field of develop-
ing sceds that are resistant to saline and brackish
waler, in addition to establishing infrastructure
for advanced produclivily farms, solar pumping

sharing housework equally shows there is a certain
amount of respect in the relationship. Both partners
are working nowadays — both should be equally in-
volved in what goes on at home, it is honestly the
bare minimum,” he pointed out.

On the other hand, some criticized men who share
chores, saying such behavior is uncivilized if done in
public, and shows a lack of respect for Middle East-
ern sociely. “As a mother, I feel ashamed if I let my
husband clean or [eed the baby. It is the mother’s
responsibility and that is what we have learned. But
he can help with some housework,” Um Abdullah, a
mother ol a newborn, said. She added the main role
of the man is to cover household expenses, while
the role of the woman inside her home is to maintain
tranquility for her and her family.

Sharing household chores sets a good example
for children. Khider Fatafta, a teenager, told Kuwait

people prefer simplicity in celebrating,
as these gatherings and events are a lra-

Times that seeing his father help his mother proves
that men are not ‘above’ any household work. “Help-
ing is not something to be ashamed about, but is a
cause of happiness for your beloved ones.”
Meanwhile, Saud Khalid said: “The male ego
should hold no importance in this context. Helping
with chores can strengthen the relationship between
partners, as well as their children. It can demonstrate
Lo their loved ones that they are willing Lo contrib-
ute to the household and help support them. Also, it
can improve communication and reduce stress for the
other partner, while enhancing the sense of self-worth
that gives a sense of accomplishment and purpose.
But the concept of division of household chores is
completely absent in marriages in Kuwait.” Overall,
men helping with household chores is a step towards
creating a more equal and harmonious home environ-
ment, which should be encouraged and celebrated.

KUWAIT: Acting Director-General of the Public Authority for Agricultural

Affairs and Fish Resources, Meshaal Al-Qurayfa (center right) meets with Italian Ambassador Carlo Balducci
(center left) in the presence of other senior officials. — KUNA

stations, drip irrigation systems and the supply of
agricultural machinery,” he added.

Ambassador Balducci, called for enhancing
cooperalion in the agricultural field through the

KUWAIT: Indian Ambassador Dr Adarsh Swaika called on Mohammad Abdulla Abulhasan, Advisor,
Amiri Diwan on Monday. The ambassador apprised him of great prospects for further strengthening
bilateral relations between Kuwait and India. Abulhasan fondly remembered India’s strong support to
Kuwail in the UN during his tenure as PR of Kuwail o the Uniled Nalions.

exchange of experiences and visits between
the two countries, praising the strong relations
between the Republic of Italy and the State of
Kuwait. — KUNA

AIPU and OIC call
for peace in Sudan

BEIRUT: The Arab Inter-Parliamentary Union
(AIPU) on Tuesday strongly condemned the vio-
lence in Sudan, which led a huge number of casual-
ties and damages Lo privale and public properties.
The AIPU called for self-restraint and avoiding all
acts that might escalate the situation. It expressed
its support to all efforts leading to peace and sta-
bility in Sudan, expressing at the same lime, the
union’s sorrow over the victims of violence and
those injured in the fray.

Meanwhile, the Organization of Islamic Coop-
eration (OIC) stated support to all efforts aiming
Lo reach a humanilarian truce in the raging fighting
between the Sudanese Armed Forces and the para-
military Rapid Support Forces. In a press release
on Monday, the organizalion’s Secrelary-General
Hussein Brahim Taha highlighted the need of ensur-
ing evacuation of injured persons and other people
trapped in the conflict, and safe delivery of assis-
tance to civilians. — KUNA

ditional habil that have a cultural value, ey on useless things. “IUs beller Lo give il
whether for adults or children, stressing it to needy people or save it to spend it on
should be far from spending lots of mon-

other uselul things,” she said.

Kuwait’s envoy
to US presents
credentials

WASHINGTON: Kuwait's Ambassador to the Unit-
ed Slales of America Sheikha Al-Zain Al-Sabah pre-
sented a copy of her credentials to Chief of Protocol
of the United States Rufus Gifford in a meeting in
Washington on Monday. “She expressed hopes that
Kuwait and the United States remain strong strate-
gic partners, and said she looks forward to develop-
ing the deep ties between the two nations,” Kuwait's
embassy said on its Twilter account. — Agencies

US envoy sends
Eid greetings

KUWAIT: On behalf of the Embassy of the
Uniled States of America to Kuwait, [ would like
to express our warmest greetings to His High-
ness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the Ku-
waiti government, the Kuwaiti people, and all
Muslims around the world on the joyous occa-
sion ol Eid Al-Fitr. I want to thank the Kuwaili
people for their kindness and hospitality during
the holy month of Ramadan. From my family to
yours, Eid Mubarak.

US Charge d’Affaires James Holtsnider
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KUWAIT: Worshippers perform giyam ul-layl prayers at the Grand Mosque on April 18, 2023 on the 27th night of the holy fasting month of Ramadan. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Faithful throng Grand Mosque

Thousands of worshippers pray giyam ul-layl on 27th night of Ramadan

By Shakir Reshamwala

KUWAIT: Tens of thousands of wor-
shippers spent the night of the 27th of
Ramadan in prayer and supplication at
the Grand Mosque early Tuesday. The
attendees savored the atmosphere at
the mosque, which reopened for night-
ly prayers after three years due to the
COVID pandemic and maintenance
works. Eight rakats of tahajjud were
performed, followed by three rakats of
wilr. The first four rakals were led by
Sheikh Fahad Al-Kandari, and the re-
maining by Sheikh Meshari Al-Afasy.
No sermon was scheduled after four

rakals as on other nights.

Kuwait authorities have secured
27 mobile medical clinics with the re-
quired equipment and staff to operate
during nightly prayers, Health Minister
Dr Ahmad Al-Awadhi said during a
Lour of the Grand Mosque and Bilal bin
Rabah Mosque on Sunday to inspect
medical preparations. Awadhi urged
worshippers who suffer from chronic
discases to take their medication reg-
ularly as prescribed by doctors.

The Grand Mosque in Kuwait is
the hub of worship in Kuwait in Ra-
madan, and thousands pack its cav-
ernous inleriors throughoul Ramadan.
Many believe ‘Laylatul Qadr’ (Night
of Power or Decree) falls on night of
the 27th of Ramadan, but this is not a
confirmed fact as Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) instructed Muslims to hunt for
this night on the odd-numbered nights
of the last 10 days of Ramadan. Qi-
yvam ul-layl or special nightly prayers
are therelore held during these nights
at the Grand Mosque and many other
mosques across Kuwait.

Laylatul Qadr holds greal signif-
icance for Muslims, and the last ten

nights of Ramadan are spent in prayer
and meditation. Ubaadah bin Saamit
(RA) reports that he asked the Proph-
el (PBUH) about Laylatul Qadr. He
replied: “It is in Ramadan, during the
last ten days, on the unevenly num-
bered nights, either the 21st 23rd, 25th,
27th, 29th or the last night of Ramadan.
Whosoever stands in ibadah (worship)
on this night, with sincere faith and
with genuine hopes of gaining reward,
his previous sins will be forgiven.
Among the signs of this night is that
it is a serene, quiet, shining night, nei-
ther hot, nor cold but temperate as if a
moon is shining clear, and no meteors
are shot at the devils on that night; it
lasts until the break of the dawn. An-
other sign is thal al morn, the sun ris-
es without any radiant beams of light,
appearing rather like the moon in its
fullness. On that day, Allah prohibits
the devils from rising up with the sun.”
Lavlatul Qadr could thus fall on
any night, but the night of the 27th
is believed by most lo be the one,
and millions of Muslims around the
globe spend this night in prayer. The
Holy Quran says that Laylatul Qadr is
better than a thousand months, and

Allah’s blessings and angels descend
on carth on this night. Laylatul Qadr
is also the night that Allah first sent

down the first verses of the Holy Qu-
ran via Archangel Gabriel to Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH).

News in Brief

Campaign to aid debtors
amasses KD 8.72 million

KUWAIT: The national campaign to gather fi-
nancial support and aid for debtors had amassed
KD 8.72 million (around $28.46 million) in its sec-
ond day, an official said on Tuesday. Spokesman
of the application for electronic services of vari-
ous government agencies (Sahel) Yousef Kathem
told KUNA that the Ministry of Information had
played a huge role in supporting the recent cam-
paign via its various outlets. He also commend-
ed the role played the Ministry of Social Affairs,
which came in line with directives of the Cabinet,
noting that the ministry had enabled direct dona-
tions via the Sahel application through this par-
ticular campaign. He lauded the public and official
entities support of the campaign to ease the fi-
nancial burdens of debtors. — KUNA

Interior Ministry releases
detained police officers

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Interior announced
on Tuesday the release of all members of the
police force who have been detained for disci-
plinary measures. The Ministry’s undersecretary
general Anwar Al-Barjas issued a decision to
release the detainees based on the instructions
and directives of the first deputy prime minis-
ter, interior minister and acting Defense Minister
Sheikh Talal Khalid Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah on the
occasion of Eid Al-Fitr, the interior ministry said
in a press statement. — KUNA

Kuwait denies report
about FM'’s visit to Syria

KUWAIT: The Kuwaili Foreign Ministry on
Tuesday denied reports about a planned offi-
cial visit by Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem Ab-
dullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to Syria. The ministry,
in a statement, described as false reports pub-
lished by local newspapers and news agencies
that the foreign minister would pay the visit to
Damascus next Thursday. It urged the media to
ensure accuracy in news coverage, shun rumors
and false information, seek news from official
and reliable sources. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Bilal bin Rabah Mosque is one of the most important holy places in the country. —KUNA

of officials and volunteer organizations, giving the
mosque a special aesthetic as it is one of the most
important holy places in the country.

It is not possible but to stand with reverence and
respect for all the meanings ol morality, altruism, and
dedication to the organizers who provided meticu-
lous logistical support to the mosque, in a way that
ensures the comfort and service of the worshipers to
the fullest. — KUNA

Worshippers observe
giyam at Bilal Mosque

KUWAIT: In a spiritual atmosphere that has filled
the alleys of the Bilal bin Rabah Mosque, worship-
pers conlinue observing the last ten days of the
holy month of Ramadan accompanied by a number

The medical team present at the mosque. Volunteers help with directing traffic.

Saudi, Iran and
Chinese honey

By Yousuf Awadh Al-Azmi

Local@kuwaittimes.com

flexibility in taclics and methods, is the key
to any hope of progress in negotiation.” —
Dwight D Eisenhower.

Recently, a Saudi/Iranian agreement was an-
nounced in Beijing, as Chinese efforts succeeded,
which surprised many. In fact, the Chinese efforts
are complementary to previous Omani diplo-
malic efforts. The Chinese mediation crowned
the Omani efforts and resulted in an agreement
between the two regional powers. In such agree-
ments, considering their special circumstances,
the terms are rarely made public. If announced,
they will be in broad headlines.

However, as lime goes by and with the track-
ing of events, it will be easy to decipher some of
the terms of the agreement. Some resulls came
quickly and are summarized as follows. (1) Open-
ing of airspace between the two countries. (2) Re-
opening diplomatic missions. (3) An Omani-Saudi
panel visiling Sanaa to meet important officials.
(4) The Syrian foreign minister’s visil Lo Riyadh.

This is what was monitored, and of course
it was nol announced that these are among the
terms of the agreement, but we remember the fa-
mous Arab proverb: “The sun cannot be covered
by a sieve.” There is no doubt that what happened
has its justifications and its understandable ra-
tionale. The two powers were preoccupied with
huge files, their interests clashed, with quarrels on
every side, but in the end, the writing must stop
at the last point.

If we read the situation of the two states quick-
ly, we will find that Saudi Arabia has a strong
economy and is working on achieving ambilious
plans with tangible societal change. However, it
is preoccupied with the war in the south of the
country with the new Yemeni regime, which im-
posed its control over the capital Sanaa with the
support of regional powers and Iran becoming
the main controller of Yemen’s capabilities. Saudi
Arabia was, even at the height of the war, seeking
a political solution.

And now, after the agreement between Riyadh
and Tehran, it seems political solutions are possi-
ble. As for Iran, it is clear thal the arrangements
for Syria’s return to its Arab surroundings and the
consequent changes are expected at all levels. The
rare visil of the Syrian foreign minister Lo Riyadh
was announced, coinciding with calls for holding a
conference of foreign ministers of a number of in-
fluential Arab countries regarding approving Syria
Lo reactivate its membership in the Arab League.

It seems that these steps receive an unan-
nounced, albeit clear approval for followers of
the course of events, with the most important
fact being that Syrian-Arab relations have re-
turned in the form of opening of air links be-
tween them and some countries. The hospitality
President Bashar Al-Assad received in Muscat
and then in Abu Dhabi has its implications that
cannot be hidden from anyone.

It is currently expected, “in sympathy” with
what is happening on the ground, that the steps
for Syria’s return have matured, and there is noth-
ing left but to raise the curtain. As for the situa-
tion with Sanaa, the situation can no longer bear
the continuation of the escalation in a war with no
winner, so it seems that the voice of reason has
begun to hear the chants of its victory.

The main question we should ask ourselves:
Will the honeymoon belween the two large
countries in the region last? Will the interests of
the major powers who did not sign the agree-
ment be affected by it? Let’s not forget that Chi-
na, the leader of the agreement, is considered
one of the largest countries in the world with
regards to production and export of honey of
high quality. Will Chinese honey suffice for the
honeymoon and go beyond what we expect? It
is certain that a fair peace based on credibility
and commitment has no loser, so will credibility
and commitment stand? [ hope so.

l Nirmness in support of fundamentals, with
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Flexible hours
to stay after
Ramadan

KUWAIT: The Civil Service Council is
meeling Wednesday Lo discuss what flex-
ible working hours for the public sector
will look like outside Ramadan, sources
told Kuwait Times.

Talks of a flexible working system have
been on the table since at least Decem-
ber 2022, when the council of ministers
reportedly asked ministries to prepare
studies looking at the feasibility of apply-
ing such a system. The government had
justified the system by claiming it would
address the traffic jams suffocaling the
country during rush hour.

The system went live for a trial period
in Ramadan, with the Civil Service Com-
mission deciding that the daily hours for
government sector employees would come
Lo a lolal of four and a half hours during
the month. The commission provided a list
of start and end times for government en-
tities to choose from based on their nature
of work: 9:45 am till 2:15 pm, 10:15 am till
2:45 pm and 10:45 am till 3:15 pm.

Despite initial enthusiasm for the sys-
tem, it was met with public ire when im-
plemented, with many people calling it
“pointless”. Traffic jams showed no signs
of easing, meaning that the system didn’t
serve its intended purpose.

Officials seem Lo be looking lo learn
from the Ramadan experience. Sources
told Kuwait Times that several senior of-
ficials with the interior ministry and the
Civil Service Commission met earlier this
week to determine what could be done to
miligale the cracks in the system revealed
by the trial period.

The Civil Service Commission will
make the new changes public after they're
agreed upon, said sources.

Wednesday, April 19, 2023

Photo of the day

KUWAIT: The crescent moon rises behind clouds during sunrise above Kuwait City, on April 17, 2023. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Reconnecting with oneself
and reality through art

By Ghadeer Ghloum

KUWAIT: In this era, digital devices occupy a huge
part of people’s lives. Overusing digital devices over-
whelms humans’ minds with an artificial reality that can
have a serious impact on their mental wellness. To pro-
tect onesell from the negative impact of digital devices,
many people believe art can be a source of cleansing
one’s mind, as il provides a chance Lo focus on one’s
conneclion Lo natural reality. To further understand the
significance of art to escape digital devices’ impact on
individuals’ mental health, Kuwait Times interviewed
arl teacher Abdulaziz Al-Shammar and art instructor
Maha Al-Otaibi.

Shammar said art is necessary for people in this
digilal era because il can clear their head, as it fosters
feelings of relaxation and creativity rather than putling
their minds and skills under numbness of using digilal
devices and exposure to arlificial realities. Otaibi con-
curred, saying the importance of art in people’s lives
is thal il is nol jusl a source ol enlerlainment — il is a
source ol connecling Lo onesell and the real world.

Art gives individuals a chance of expressing them-
selves. For instance, outdoor art is an example of art
that pushes individuals to go out in the open air and use
their natural senses to connect with the nature around
them and reflect what they see on the canvas, which
enhances the quality of mindfulness. She said cleansing
one’s mind happens always when the mind is present in
the moment, as this digilal era creales an urge Lo know
everything that is happening in faraway places, besides
unrcal worlds.

When the mind is not present in the moment or
place it actually is in, the mind loses its real vision. Thus,

even il a person can see, they will not see the surround-
ing beauty and details. A person loses the moment
while sinking in unreal moments inside the screen, be-
cause screens can lake one everywhere exceplt reality.
Arl, regardless of what kind of art one is working on, is
considered one of the best ways Lo cleanse one’s mind
and keep it present with all the human senses, even if
one’s imagination is going somewhere else, and makes
you feel your humanily.

Shammar shed light on arts’ importance on students’
performance at school. He said art lets their creativity
flow and makes them imaginative, which can help stu-
dents refocus their atlention, build memory, enhance

Manarat
Ghadeera holds

iftar banquet

KUWAIT: The Manarat Ghadeera volunteer
team held its first iftar banquet Monday for fami-
lies in need. The initiative was meant to bring to-
gether volunteers and families and foster love be-
tween them. Sixty families, including 450 parents
and children, atlended the banquel. Volunteers
distributed girgian bags to the children in a joyous
atmosphere. — KUNA

Cybercrime warns of
fake payment links

KUWAIT: The Cybercrime Combal Administra-
lion warned on Monday cilizens and residents Lo be
careful of dealing with fake bank links, in order to
avoid being victimized by and swindling operations.
The links are used by swindlers to steal people’s
banking information. The unit urged people to report
the situation to the concerned authorities.

Acting Head of Supporting Services Ammar
Al-Sarrafl said: “A fake bank link is a page that is
very similar to well-known payment pages, but it

problem-solving skills and boost productivity. This
makes art as important as any other subject that stu-
dents study at school.

Moreover, Otaibi compared between displaying
arlwork through screens and in real life. She said
displaying artwork in actuality is much better than
displaying it behind a screen. She loves Lo see the
details of the artwork with her eyes and [eel the real
texture. Al the same lime, Otaibi said she does not
deny the role that media platforms play in displaying
arl in an easy and quick way; however this cannot
show Lhe real beauly of the artwork as much as see-
ing it in reality does.

does not end with the “kw” domain. The administra-
tion has provided a lot of awareness and guidance to
the public as well as government and privalte institu-
lions aboul dealing with lake commercial accounts
through social media platforms.”

He indicated that there is a specialized team
lo combal, calling on everyone to inform the Cy-
bercrime Department via the WhatsApp service
(97283939). He stressed that the department can
provide a lot of technical assistance, including the
recovery of “hacked accounts”.

“I warn everyone against dealing with fake web-
siles and ads on social nelworking siles whose own-
ers promote the sale of products at unrealistic prices
or through discounts, which makes them victims of
fraud in the hope of quick profit,” Saffar said.
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G7 urges halt to deadly Sudan fighting

Sudan capital hit by blasts as conlflict enters fourth day

KHARTOUM: Explosions rocked the Sudanese
capilal Khartoum on Tuesday as fighting that has
claimed nearly 200 lives entered a fourth day,
despite growing international calls for an end lo
hostilities. A weeks-long power struggle erupted
into deadly violence Saturday between the forces
of two generals who seized power in a 2021 coup:
army chiel Abdel Fallah al-Burhan and his depu-
Ly, Mohamed Hamdan Daglo, who commands the
paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF).

Battles have taken place throughout the vast
east African country and there are fears of re-
gional spillover of the conflict that has seen air
strikes, artillery and heavy gunfire. In a slale-
menl, G7 foreign ministers meeling in Japan
called for the warring parties to “end hostilities
immediately”, as loud explosions were heard on
Tuesday morning in IChartoum, where militiamen
in turbans and fatigues roamed the streets.

Terrified residents of the capital are spending
the last and holiest days ol Ramadan walching
from their windows as lanks roll through the
streets, buildings shake and smoke from fires
triggered by the fighting hangs in the air. Ac-
cording to witnesses, pick-up trucks with an-
ti-aircraft missiles—stationed in residential ar-
eas of Kharloum—were loaded with additional
ammunition supplies Tuesday morning.

“Bombardments usually start around 4:00
am and they continue for a few hours, but today
they haven’t stopped,” said Khartoum resident
Dallia Mohamed Abdelmoniem. “We haven't
slept in the past four days,” she said, adding
her family had been staying indoors “lrying to
keep our sanity intact”.

Families waited on Tuesday, heavy suitcases in
hand, for the few buses heading south of the capi-
tal, according to AFP reporters, as more people use
rare lulls in the fighting o flee Khartoum. Bul as
many have lost power and internet connection after
four days of sporadic supply, residents are finding
it increasingly difficult to get reliable information.

Shortages and misinformation

Misinformation has proliferated on social media,

Putin makes rare
visit to Ukraine
frontline regions

MOSCOW: The Kremlin said on Tuesday that Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin had visited two [rontline regions in
Ukraine, prompting a strong rebuke from Kyiv which
said he was viewing “the crimes of his minions”. The
Kremlin did not say when Putin visited the southern
region of Kherson and the eastern region of Lugansk,
which Putin claimed to have annexed last September
without fully controlling them.

The Kremlin chief sent troops to Ukraine in Feb-
ruary, 2022, triggering the largest conflict in Europe
since World War II. Ukrainian forces have said they
are preparing for a spring counter-offensive. Mykhailo
Podolyak, an advisor to President Volodymyr Zelensky,
dismissed Pulin’s trip as “a ‘special tour’ of the mass
murders author... to enjoy the crimes of his minions
for the last time.” After Putin’s visit was made public
on Tuesday, Ukrainian officials said Russian forces had
shelled the central market area of Kherson, injuring six
people. Last year, Russia was beaten back in northern
and southern regions and Moscow’s forces have made
only incremental gains in eastern Ukraine.

Much of the fighting is now concentrated around
the eastern town of Bakhmut which has become the
longest and bloodiest battle of the conflict. During his
trip to Ukraine, Putin met Russian military command-
ers and discussed the silualion on several [ronts of the

Cash-strapped
Lebanon delays
local elections

BEIRUT: Lebanon’s parliament on Tuesday post-
poned municipal elections scheduled for next month,
official media said, with the cash-strapped country
mired in an unprecedented economic meltdown. It is
the second time the polls have been postponed, after
they were initially scheduled to take place last year.
No new date was announced for the vote. “Parlia-
ment has approved a law extending the mandate of
municipal councils... until May 31,2024 at the latest,”
the state-run National News Agency said.

Deputy parliament speaker Elias Bou Saab
warned last week that “holding municipal elections
has become almost impossible”, citing a lack of
funds. Delayed polls were commonplace in Lebanon
even before 2019, when the country plunged into an
economic crisis that the World Bank has described
as among the planet’s worst in recent times. The in-
Lernalional communily had urged Lebanese officials
to hold the local vote on time.

“Conductling the municipal elections is import-
ant for adhering Lo Lebanon’s conslitutional lime-
lines and democratic practices, at a time when the
country is already facing a presidential vacancy and
widespread institutional paralysis,” United Nations
Special Coordinator for Lebanon Joanna Wronecka
said earlier this month. Lebanon has been without a
president for more than five months amid deadlock
between entrenched political barons.

confusing civilians who are anxious for news about
allacks and reported looling, how safe il is Lo move
and what pharmacies are still open. The current toll
stands at over 185 people killed and 1,800 injured,
according to the UN.

The number of casualties is thought to be far
higher, with many wounded unable to reach hos-
pitals, themselves under shelling, according to the
official doctors’ union. Four hospilals in the grealer
Khartoum area have been “shelled and evacuated”.

Across the country, 16 hospitals are “out of ser-
vice”, according to the union, while those that can
still operate are facing “severe shortages”, includ-
ing ol medical slalf, water and food supplies. Civil-
ians have also seen their food supplies run out, as
the violence has prevented the few grocery stores
that remain open to replenish dwindling stocks. The
fighting has also damaged aircraft and brought a
halt to flights to and from Khartoum airport.

US Secrelary of Stale Antony Blinken said he
had spoken with the two generals and “under-
scored the urgent need for a ceasefire”. Daglo said
on Twitter after his call with Blinken that the RSF
“reaffirms its approval” of a 24-hour “armistice to
ensure the safe passage of civilians and the evacu-
ation of the wounded”.

Army vows ‘crushing defeat’

The army bluntly dismissed his statement, how-
ever. “We are not aware of any coordination with
the mediators and the international community
aboul a lruce, and the rebellion’s declaration of a
24-hour truce aims Lo cover up the crushing defeat
it will receive within hours,” it warned on Facebook.

Blinken said a US diplomatic convoy had been
fired upon on Monday, as the European Union said
its ambassador to Sudan was attacked in his home
in Khartoum. The fighting broke out on Saturday
after bitter disagreements between Burhan and
Daglo over the planned integration of the RSF into
the regular army—a key condition for a final deal
aimed at ending a crisis since the 2021 coup, which
derailed a transition to democracy.

Both claim to be in control of key siles, in-

KHERSON: This screen grab taken from a footage
released by the Russian presidential press office
on April 18, 2023 shows Russian President Vladimir

Putin visiting the headquarters of the Dniepr military
grouping in the Kherson region of Ukraine. —AFP

pro-Western country, the Kremlin said. Video footage
released by the Kremlin showed Putin disembarking
from a helicopter as he visited the headquarters of the
Dnieper army group in the Kherson region. He also
visited national guard headquarters in Lugansk in
eastern Ukraine.

“It's important for me to hear your opinion on the
situation, to listen to you and to exchange information,”
Putin said in the video, surrounded by senior military
commanders. The Russian leader wished the troops a
happy Easter, which Orthodox Christians marked last
Sunday, and gifted them copies of old icons, the Krem-
lin said. His trips to Kherson and Lugansk came after
the Kremlin said in March that the Russian leader had
made a surprise trip to the port city of Mariupol that
Moscow captured after a long siege last spring. —AFP

A carelaker cabinel has been at the helm since
May last vear after legislative polls gave no side a
clear majority, while independents gained an un-
precedented 13 seals after campaigning against the
governing elite. Lebanon is supposed to hold mu-
nicipal elections every six years. The last local ballot
was held in 2016. Many blame the political elite for
the meltdown, which has pushed most of the popu-
lation into poverty.

UK sanctions Lebanese

In another development, the UK government
on Tuesday said it had imposed a full assel [reeze
on a Lebanese businessman suspected of fi-
nancing Hezbollah. The Treasury aclion against
Nazem Said Ahmad on national security grounds
follows similar restrictions imposed in 2019 by
the United States. “All assets and economic re-
sources belonging to Ahmad in the UK have been
frozen and no UK person may do business with
him or any of the companies he owns or controls,”
a statement read. London proscribed Hezbollah's
External Security Organization as a lerrorist or-
ganizalion in 2001. The ban was extended Lo all
of its military apparalus seven years later.

The Iran-backed Shiite movement is a key polit-
ical player in Lebanon. According to the Treasury,
Ahmad has an extensive art collection in the UK and
conducts business with UK-based artists, galleries
and auction houses. The sanctions mean he will no
longer be able to trade in the UK art markel and no
other dealers will be able to do business with him
or his companies. In December 2019, the US Trea-
sury described Ahmad as “one of Hezbollah's top
donors, generating funds through his longstanding
ties to the ‘blood diamond’ trade”. — AFP

KHARTOUM: People flee from southern Khartoum on April 18, 2023 as fighting between the army and para-
military forces led by rival generals rages for a fourth day, despite growing international calls for an end

to hostilities. —AFP

cluding the airport and the presidential palace
none ol which could be independently verified.
Analysts say the fighting in the capital is unprec-
edented and could be prolonged.

Humanitarian organisations shuttered

In the western region of Darfur, international
medical aid organisation Doctors Without Borders
(MSF) reported receiving 183 wounded palients
at the only hospital in El Fasher still operating in
North Darfur state, 25 of whom it said had died.
“The majority of the wounded are civilians who
were caught in the crossfire—among them are
many children,” MSF’s Cyrus Paye said.

Three UN World Food Programme stafl were

also among those killed on Saturday in Darfur,
where humanilarian missions have had medical
and other supplies looted, according to Save the
Children and MSF. A number of organisations have
temporarily suspended operations in the country,
where one-third of the population needs aid.

Influential northern neighbour Egypl said il had
discussed with Saudi Arabia, South Sudan and
Djibouti—all close allies of Sudan—"the need to
make every effort to preserve stability and safety”.
President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi called on the two
sides to “return to the negotiating table” and said
he was working on the return of Egyptian military
“lrainers” caplured Salurday al an air base by RS
forces. —AFP
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Gunman wounds two near Jewish
site in east Jerusalem: Police

Zionist security forces conduct manhunt for the perpetrator

JERUSALEM: A suspected Palestinian gunman
wounded two Zionist men near a Jewish site in an-
nexed east Jerusalem on Tuesday, Zionist authorilies
said, with security forces conducting a manhunt for
the perpetrator. The shooting comes amid a period
of deadly attacks and military raids across the occu-
pied West Bank, along with killings in Zionist entily.

Zionist police announced a suspected “shooting
Llerror allack” in the Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood
ol easl Jerusalem largeling two molorists, who ac-
cording to medics were rushed to hospital. “Police
officers are al the scene conducling searches for the
suspect who fled,” the force said in a statement.

Zionist security forces closed off streets in the
neighborhood, where an AFP journalist saw offi-
cers entering a Palestinian home, with a drone and
helicopter as well as police dogs aiding the search.
Officers enforcing the shutdown prevented cars and
people from moving in the centre of the neighbor-
hood, as heavily armed (orces combed the area.

Police announced they had found the perpetra-
lor’s gun near the scene of the attack, which took
place near the tomb of Simeon the Just—Shimon
Hatzadik in Hebrew — a site frequented by religious
Jews. The weapon was identified as a Carlo make-
shift submachine gun, which Palestinians manufac-
ture in the West Bank.

Hadassah hospital said they received a 48-year-
old gunshot victim lightly wounded, and Shaare Ze-
dek medical centre said it was trealing a man in his
50s in moderate condition.

The search was punctuated by the 10:00 am (0700
GMT) two-minulte siren marking Zionist's Holocaust Re-
membrance Day, honoring more than six million Jews
killed by the Nazis during World War II. Jerusalem may-
or Moshe Lion, speaking at a city hall ceremony, said
one of the Holocaust's main lessons was “to never be
helpless in the face of those seeking to harm us”.

Laler in the morning, most of the securily forces
had left Sheikh Jarrah, with roads reopened and traffic
flowing as normal, the AFP journalist said. Sheikh Jar-
rah was the focal point of protests against the eviction
ol Palestinian residents by Zionist selller organiza-
tions in the build up to and during the May 2021 war
between the Zionist entity and Gaza militants. It is also

Tunisia shuts offices
of oppn party

TUNIS: Tunisian authorities closed the offices of Isla-
mist-inspired opposition party Ennahdha on Tuesday, a
day after arresting its leader Rached Ghannouchi, a se-
nior party official said. “A police unit showed up at the
party’s main headquarters (in Tunis) and ordered every-
one there to leave before closing it,” Riadh Chaibi said.

“The police also closed the other offices of the party
elsewhere in the country and prohibited any meeting
in these premises,” he told AFP. The move came after
Ennahdha’s veteran leader Ghannouchi was arrested at
his home in the capital Tunis, the latest in a string of

JERUSALEM: A Palestinian family waits outside as Zionist security forces search for suspects following a shooting attack in the neighbourhood of Sheikh Jarrah in

annexed east Jerusalem, on April 18, 2023. — AFP

the site of a weekly Zionist demonstration against the
occupation of the Palestinian territories. The attack
took place a day after a Palestinian woman stabbed
and moderately wounded an Zionist man at the Gush
Etzion junction in the southern West Bank.

opposition figures held.Ennahdha was the largest party
in Tunisia’s parliament before President Kais Saied dis-
solved the chamber in July 2021. Since early February,
authorilies in the North African country have arrested
more than 20 political opponents and personalilies.

They have included politicians, former ministers,
businessmen, trade unionists and the owner of Tuni-
sia’s most popular radio station, Mosaique FM. Saied,
65, claims those detained were “terrorists” involved in a
“conspiracy against state security”.

Ennahdha vice-president Mondher Lounissi told a
news conference late Monday that Ghannouchi had been
taken to a police barracks for questioning and that his law-
yers had not been allowed Lo altend. His arrest came after
media reports in which he allegedly said Tunisia would be
threatened with “civil war” if political Islam, from which his
parly originated, were eradicated in the country.

The woman was shol by securily forces and
taken to hospital in moderate condition. The con-
flict has this year claimed the lives of at least 96
Palestinians, 19 Zionists, one Ukrainian and one
Italian, according Lo an AFP counl based on Zion-

A source at the interior ministry quoted by Tuni-
sian media confirmed that Ghannouchi’s arrest was
linked to these statements.

Ghannouchi was the speaker of Tunisia’s parlia-
ment before Saied dissolved it and went on lo seize
wide-reaching powers through a series of moves op-
ponents have dubbed a “coup”. Opponents of Saied
accuse him of reinstating autocratic rule in Tunisia,
which was the only democracy to emerge from the
Arab Spring uprisings in the Middle East region more
than a decade ago.

After his dramatic power grab, he has ruled by de-
cree, and last year rammed through a constitution that
gave his office unlimited powers and neutered parlia-
ment. Human rights groups have criticised the arrests,
which largeted leading figures of the National Salva-
tion Front (FSN), the main opposition coalition, which

ist and Palestinian official sources. These figures
include, on the Paleslinian side, combalants and
civilians, including minors, and on the Zionist side,
mostly civilians, including minors, and three mem-
bers of the Arab minority. — AFP

includes Ennahdha. “The arrest of the leader of the
most important political party in the country, and who
has always shown his commitment to peaceful politi-
cal action, marks a new phase in the crisis,” FSN head
Ahmed Nejib Chebbi told AFP late Monday. “This is
blind revenge against opponents,” he added.

Ghannouchi appeared in courl at the end of Febru-
ary on Llerror-related charges after being accused of
calling police officers “tyrants”. He had already been
in court last November over allegations his party had
helped jihadists travel to Iraq and Syria. Before that,
he was interrogated over alleged money laundering in
relation Lo foreign donations for an Ennahdha-linked
charity. Ghannouchi was exiled for more than two de-
cades under late dictator Zine El Abidine Ali, but re-
turned following the country’s 2011 uprising Lo become
a dominant figure in Tunisian politics. — AFP

Body and soul
in Islam...

Continued from Page 1

cater for their spiritual needs. Allah says what can be
translated as: “And by the soul and Him who fashioned it,
and informed it (with consciousness) of its wickedness
and righteousness. Truly, whoever purifies it succeeds.
And truly, whoever defiles i, fails.” (Ash-Shams 91: 7 - 9)

Anyone who contemplates the Islamic religious
teachings conveyed from Allah (SWT) through Proph-
et Muhammad (PBUH) will notice a balance in the var-
ious aspects of human life between the needs of the
physical body for food, drinks, marriage, and personal
rights - among others, the need of the soul for worship
and moral purification - among others - and the nced
of the intellect for knowledge, research and discovery,
elc. The Majestic Allah says what can be translated as:
“Allah is the One Who has subjected the sea for you so
that ships may sail upon it by His command, and that
you may seek His bounty, and that perhaps you will be
graleful. He (also) subjected for you whatever is in the
heavens and whalever is on the earth, all by His grace.
Surely, in this are (miraculous) signs for people who
reflect.” (Al-Ja’thiyah 45: 12 - 13)

So Allah (SWT) did not create this universe to remain
neglected without vielding benefits or for its inhabitants
to be indifferent to it. The phrase “subjected to you” ex-
presses the meanings of empowerment, facilitation and
discovery in this universe in order Lo benefil [rom its ele-
ments and its abundant wealth. Almighty Allah says what
can be translated as: “Rather, seek the (reward or abode)
of the Hereafter by means of what Allah has granted vou,
withoul forgelting your share of this world. And be good
(to others) as Allah has been good Lo you. Yel do nol seek
to sow corruption in the land. For, indeed, Allah does not
like the sowers of corruption.” (Al-Qasas 28: 77)

Allah’s description of His righteous servants: Even
when involved in business, they do not forget spiritual
and moral duties due lo the fear and concern of being
accountable before Allah in the Hereafter. Imagine the
conduct of businessmen with this kind of beliel and mor-
al character, and how life in ils every aspect would be
among such people! Almighty Allah says what can be
translated as: “Then in the footsteps of these (prophets),
We sent Our messengers, and (after them), We sent Jesus,
son of Mary, and granted him the Gospel, and instilled
compassion and mercy in the hearts of his [ollowers.

As for monasticism, they invented it (by them-
selves), never did We prescribe it for them, but only
that they seek Allah’s pleasure. Yet they did not strict-
ly observe (this ordinance). So We gave those who
believed among them their reward. But many of them
were disobedienl.” (Al-Hadeed 57: 27)

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) presented the most
splendid examples and directives concerning the bal-
ance belween spirituality and materialism. He was an-
noyed by those who opposed the inborn human nature

and traditions of the prophets and messengers. Once, he
heard that some people, out of keenness to worship Allah
(SWT), had taken an oath to refrain from sleep, marriage
and from food and drinks.

His position toward them was strict determination to
uphold the balance between the physical and the spiritu-
al needs. From the Islamic point of view, the religious man
should be more active than the materialistic man who ne-
glects his spiritual needs in his domestic and social life,
which extends from the confines of the household to the
markel square, and even lo international conferences.
(Refer to Islamreligion.com)

Find balance

When we think about health, diet and exercise, are
typically the first things that come to mind. However,
good health isn’t just about the physical body. Our mind
and body are interconnected and affect each other tre-
mendously. For example, a stressful situation causing
negative thoughts can lead to physical pain or illness. It's
important to maintain a healthy balance between your
mind, body, and soul by nurturing your whole self, includ-
ing your physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual needs.

There are many things you can do in vour daily life
Lo achieve overall wellness. Here are some of the ways
to begin cultivating a mind-body-soul balance. (1)
Read and learn often. Your education shouldn’l stop
once you're out of school. Open your mind to new
possibilities, beliefs, and interests by reading, taking
online classes, watching documentaries, and attending
workshops. Education does not end until you die. Try
your best to translate what you learn into aclion where
necessary and possible.

(2) Meditate regularly - Meditation improves memo-
ry, allention, mood, immune system, slccp, and crealivity
- among others. All it takes is a few minutes a day Lo start
reaping the benefits. Almighty Allah says what can be
translated as: “Say, [0 Muhammad], “Travel through the
land and observe how He began creation. Then Allah will
bring forth the creation of the Herealter (i.c. resurrection
alter death). Indeed, Allah, over all things, is Omnipo-
tenl.” (Al-Ankaboul 29: 20) (3) Avoid silling for extend-
ed periods of time - Try to stand or move around while at
work, if possible. Too much sitting is linked to heart dis-
case, diabetes, and a shortened lifespan - among others.

(4) Gel involved in a volunteer organizalion or acliv-
ism group. Use your voice or lalents to do good in this
world. We're all connected, and it’s incredibly beneficial
to experience that connectedness when we work toward
a common goal. When you use your abilities to help oth-
ers, your soul certainly feels at peace. Communal based
activities offer the best platform to voluntarily assist in
whatever means within your capabilities.

Abu Huraira (ra) narrated that Prophet Muham-
mad (PBUH) said what can be translated as: “A be-
liever enjoys others’ company and others enjoy his,
and there is no good in one who doesn’t get along
with others. And the best among the people is the
most beneficial to them.” (Al-Bukhari said that its
chain of narrators is Hasan (good), see As-Silsila
As-Sahecha # 426) — Courtesy of the TIES Center

Iran invites Saudi
king to visit amid
thaw in ties

TEHRAN: Iran said it has formally invited Saudi King
Salman Lo visil Tehran, following a reconciliation agree-
ment reached last month between the two sides. Sau-
di Arabia severed relations with Iran in 2016, after its
embassy in Tehran and consulale in the northwestern
city of Mashhad were attacked during protests over Ri-
vadh’s execution of Shiite cleric Nimr Al-Nimr.

The two Middle East powerhouses had held sever-
al rounds of dialogue in Iraq and Oman before reach-
ing the agreement to mend ties on March 10 in China.
On Monday, Iran’s foreign ministry spokesman Nasser
Kanani said President Ebrahim Raisi had “invited the

Toxic drink kills 27
in ‘dry’ India state

PATNA: Toxic hooch has killed at least 27 people in the
castern Indian state of Bihar where alcohol is banned,
officials said Tuesday, with unconfirmed reports pul-
ting the death toll at 40. Selling and consuming liquor
is prohibited in several parts of India, driving a thriving
black market for potent and sometimes lethal backstreet
moonshine that kills hundreds every year.

Initial investigations into the latest tragedy
showed that poisonous methyl alcohol was mixed
with spirit that proved deadly. Police official Jitender

Saudi and Syria
end diplomatic...

Continued from Page 1

Assad himself has visited both Oman and the United
Arab Emirates since the quake.

Syria’s foreign minister visited this month Algeria
and Tunisia on the heels of trips to Saudi Arabia and
Egypt in a diplomatic push. Syria is to reopen its dip-
lomatic mission in Tunisia and appoint an ambassador
there, following a similar move announced by Tunis.
Prince Faisal had said in February that a consensus
was building in the Arab world that a new approach to
Syria requiring negotiations with Damascus would be
needed to address humanilarian crises.

Riyadh sent aid to both rebel-held and govern-
ment-controlled parts of Syria, but the effort did not

Saudi King to visit Iran”. Kanani said the Iranian presi-
dent had already received an invitation to visit the Sun-
ni-ruled kingdom.

The spokesman also expressed hope that Iran
and Saudi Arabia would reopen their respective
diplomatic missions by May 9, as scheduled in the
China-brokered agreement. “We and the Saudi side
insist on activating the embassies in a very timely
manner so that Iranian pilgrims can attend a calm hajj
pilgrimage using the services provided by the em-
bassy,” he told a weekly press conference.

The annual hajj pilgrimage to holy sites in Saudi Ara-
bia, one of the pillars of Islam, is expected to begin this
year in late June. In recent days, delegations from the two
countries have visited the embassies in Riyadh and Teh-
ran and consulates in Jeddah and Mashhad to launch the
process of their reopening. On April 6 the Iranian and
Saudi foreign ministers, Hossein Amir-Abdollahian and
Prince Faisal bin Farhan, held talks in Beijing on the im-
plementation of normalization of ties. — AFP

Kumar told AFP that 27 deaths had been reported
since Saturday. Kumar said most of the viclims were
from poor families and used to consume locally made
cheap tipple known as “Desi Daru”. Some local me-
dia put the toll at 40.

Police have arrested 174 people in connection
with illegal manufacturing, sale and supply of liquor
over the last three days. They have also seized and
destroyed over 900 liters of toxic liquor during raids.
Local authorities have been using drones, helicop-
ters and motorboats to crack down on the black
market, but the most recent incident is just the latest
in a string of similar deadly cases. Last year in De-
cember, 37 people were killed after consuming illicit
liquor in the same state. — AFP

involve direct contact with Assad’s government. In
March, Saudi state media had said that Riyadh and
Damascus were in talks on resuming consular services.
Regional rivals Shiite Muslim Iran and Sunni power-
house Saudi Arabia have supported opposing sides in
several regional conflict zones including Yemen, and
also vie for influence in Lebanon, Syria and Iraq.

During a trip to Moscow last month, Assad told
broadcasler Russia Today thal “Syria is no longer a
scene of Saudi-Iran conflict”. Syria’s war has killed
more than half a million people, while around half of
the country’s pre-war population has been forced
from their homes. Assad is hoping normalization
with wealthy Gulf states could bring economic re-
liel and money for reconstruction, as broader inter-
national funding remains elusive without a United
Nations-backed political settlement to the conflict.
Analysts say sanctions on Syria will likely continue
to deter investment. — AFP
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Brazil rejects US criticism, defends Russia
ties and Chinese propaganda on Ukraine war

Brazil has not joined Western nations in imposing sanctions on Russia

BRASILIA: Brazil pushed back against US
criticism that President Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva is parroting Russian and Chinese
propaganda on the Ukraine war as he held
Lalks with Moscow’s top diplomat.

Lula’s meeting Monday with Sergei
Lavrov in Brasilia follows state visits to
China and the Middle East, during which
Lula said the United States should “stop
encouraging war and start talking about
peace” in Ukraine. He also claimed Kyiv
shares the blame f(or the conlflict, which
began when Russian forces poured into
Ukraine in February 2022.

Lula’s remarks echoed a line [requent-
ly used by Moscow and its strategic ally
Beijing, which blame the West for the war.
In addition to earning a US reproof the
comments drew frustration Tuesday from
Kyiv, which warned Brazil's leader was
giving “equal weighting” to Ukraine and
Russia over the war’s origins.

China seeks to position itsell as neu-
tral on the Ukraine conflict, but has main-
tained its partnership with Moscow and
refrained from imposing sanctions. In the
Brazilian capital, Lavrov thanked Lula
for his discussions last week on seeking

to help mediate peace talks. But Lu-
la’s recent remarks on Ukraine sparked
criticism from the White House, which
has spearheaded international efforts to
isolate Moscow and bolster Kyiv. “In this
case, Brazil is parroting Russian and Chi-
nese propaganda without at all looking at
the facts,” US Nalional Security Council
spokesman John Kirby told reporters on
Monday. He described Lula’s message on
the war as “deeply problematic.”

Brazilian Foreign Minister Mauro Vie-
ira, who had also met with his Russian
counterpart, shot back, saying: “I don’t
know how or why he reached that con-
clusion but I do not agree at all.” Despite
Lula’s comments about the United States,
the 77-year-old, who returned to power
in January after serving two lerms from
2003 to 2010, is also seeking closer lies
with Washinglon.

His visits to China and the United
Arab Emirales came after meeling in leb-
ruary with US President Joe Biden. But Lu-
la’s latest remarks antagonized Kyiv, which
stressed Brasilia was denying Russian ag-
gression as the cause of the conflict. “An
approach that gives equal weighting to the

victim and the aggressor and accuses coun-
tries that help Ukraine defend itself against
deadly aggression of encouraging war, does
not correspond to the real state of affairs,”
Ukraine's foreign ministry spokesman Oleg
Nikolenko wrote on Facebook.

Latin America tour

G7 foreign ministers warned Tuesday
that any nation helping Russia’s war ef-
fort would face “severe cosls.” Meeling in
Japan, the top diplomats from the world’s
leading economies pledged to crack
down on those helping Russia evade
sanctions and acquire weapons.

Brazil has not joined Weslern nations
in imposing sanctions on Russia for its
invasion, and has refused requests to
supply ammunition to Ukraine. “We are
graleflul to our Brazilian (riends for their
clear understanding of the genesis ol the
situation (in Ukraine). We are graleful for
their desire to contribute to finding ways
of seltling this siluation,” Lavrov said af-
ter meeting with his Brazilian counterpart.

Russia desires a swilt end to the conflict
but any solution would have Lo be based on
“multipolarity,” he said, accusing the West

BRASILIA: Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov meets with his Brazilian coun-

terpart Mauro Vieira at ltamaraty Palace in Brasilia on April 17, 2023. — AFP

of “trying to dominate the international
arena.” Washington does not have “any ob-
jection to any country that wants to try to
bring an end to the war,” Kirby said.

“That could happen right now, today,
il Mr (Russian President Vladimir) Putin

would stop attacking Ukraine and pull its
troops oul.” Brazil is Lavrov’s first stop
on a weeklong Lalin American lour that
will include Venezuela, Nicaragua and
Cuba—countries with leftist govern-
ments hostile to Washington. — AFP

EU urges leaders
not to let China
divide bloc

STRASBOURG: EU chiel Ursula von der Leyen
urged the bloc’s leaders Lo show unily in the face of
China on Tuesday, one week after French President
Emmanuel Macron stirred a fierce debate over lies
with Beijing. Macron triggered a firestorm following
a trip to China by asserting that Europe should not
automatically follow US policy on Taiwan and should
avoid “crises that aren’t ours”.

“A strong European China policy relies on strong
coordination between member states and EU institu-
lions and on the willingness Lo avoid divide and con-
quer lactics,” von der Leyen, who accompanied Ma-
cron to Beijing, told MEPs. “We have already in the
recent days and weeks seen those laclics in aclion
and it is now time for Europe to move to action too.
Now is the time to demonstrate our collective will,”
she said, in an address to the European Parliament.

Von der Leyen reilerated her call for the
27-nation EU to reduce its dependance on an
increasingly asserlive Beijing [or key resources,
while not fully “de-coupling” its economy from
China and its vast markets.

“On the issue of Taiwan. The EU’s one China pol-
icy is long-standing,” the head of the EU’s execulive

News in Brief

Belgium jailed aid worker

BRUSSELS: Belgium on Tuesday said it had
formally asked Iran Lo repalriale jailed aid work-
er Olivier Vandecasteele from Tehran, after a
disputed prisoner exchange treaty entered into
force. Belgian Foreign Minister Hadja Lahbib said
she had informed her Iranian counterpart Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian of the “transfer request for our
compatriot Olivier Vandecasteele”. “I denounced
his conditions of detention and requested a visit by
our ambassador in Iran,” she wrote in a social me-
dia post. Iran arrested Vandecasteele, 42, in Febru-
ary 2022 and sentenced him lo 40 years for spying,
in a move condemned as “hostage diplomacy” by
his backers. Brussels is eyeing a swap for Iranian
official Assadollah Assadi, jailed in Belgium after he
was convicted of masterminding a plot to blow up
a 2018 Iranian opposition event outside Paris. But a
potential exchange was held up for months after a
legal challenge by an Iranian opposition group to
a prisoner exchange treaty with Tehran. The com-
plaint was dismissed by Belgium’s Constitutional
Court last month, fuelling hopes that Vandecasteele
could be returned home. The treaty formally en-
tered into force on Tuesday. — AFP

EU backs visa-free travel

STRASBOURG: The European Parliament voted
Tuesday to allow visa-free visits to the EU for cit-
izens of Kosovo, starting by the end of next year.
Kosovo, once a Serbian province in the former Yu-
goslavia, is the last territory in the Western Balkans
without visa-free travel to the EU’s Schengen travel
area. The reform will be welcomed in Pristina as
another step towards full recognition and a boost
for the European ambition of a territory thal won
independence after a 1998-1999 war. Serbia still
does not recognize the independence of its former
breakaway province, and nor do five EU member
states: Spain, Cyprus, Greece, Slovakia and Roma-
nia. “This finally enables the people of Kosovo to
casily travel, visit relatives and do business in the
EU,” said Austrian socialist MEP Thijs Reuten, who
guided the measure through parliament. “But it is
more than that: this milestone is also an important
foundation for the future and ever-closer coopera-
tion between the EU and Kosovo.” Kosovo citizens
will be allowed to travel to the EU, and European
citizens to go to Kosovo, without requesting a visa,
for periods of up to 90 days in any 180-day period.
The measure will come into force once the new Eu-
ropean Travel Information and Authorization Sys-
tem (ETIAS) is in place to allow member states to
better share information. — AFP

arm said. “We have consistently called for peace and
slability in the Taiwan Strail. And we sland strong-
ly against any unilateral change of the status quo in
particular, by the use of force”.

EU foreign policy chiefl Josep Borrell said “Taiwan
is crucial for Europe” in part due to the important
shipping routes and its role producing semiconduc-
tors. “IU's not just for moral, ethical reasons that we
should reject any external interference in the alfairs
of Taiwan,” he said.

He insisted European fleets needed to take part in
[reedom of navigalion operations in the strails and
said the bloc should be ready to “face down provo-
calions no maller where they come”.

‘Well-tuned chorus’

Macron’s comments drew sharp criticism from sev-
eral of France’s EU allies, especially nations in the east
of the bloc that see the United States as their primary
securily guarantor in the face of China’s ally Russia.
Borrell said the bloc’s member slates should try Lo gel
on the same “same wavelength” over Beijing.

“We can’t speak with just one voice because of
the multiplicity of voices that we have, but al least
we could be a well-tuned chorus,” he told the Eu-
ropean Parliament. Borrell said the bloc needed to
find common ground on whether it wanted to forge
its own independent voice in global affairs and how
it should deal with China’s stance on Russia’s war in
Ukraine. European leaders have pushed Beijing to
gelits close ally Moscow Lo pull back, but there have

Indonesia searches

STRASBOURG: European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen speaks during a debate on the

need for a coherent strategy for EU-China relations, as part of a plenary session at the European Parlia-
ment in Strasbourg. — AFP

been no concrete results from their diplomatic out-
reach. “We all have our relations with China, but
they can’t develop normally il China doesn’t use
its influence with Russia to gel it to withdraw its

“That’s what we hoped (for), but

troops from Ukraine,” Borrell said. “Any neutrality
which doesn’l draw a dislinclion belween the ag-
gressor and the counlry aggressed is basically on
the side of the aggressor,” he said. — AFP

missing soldiers
after Papua attack

TIMIKA: Indonesian forces on Tues-
day were searching for four soldiers
who wenl missing last week after a
deadly rebel ambush in Papua, the
country’s military chief said. The miss-
ing troops were part of the search for
Phillip Mark Mehrtens, a pilot with In-
donesian airline Susi Air, who was tak-
en in February by armed separalists at
Nduga airport in Papua.

They were on their way to the pilot’s
location in the hilly Nduga region on
Saturday when rebels started shooting
al them, Indonesian military chiel Yudo
Margono said. “We had received infor-
mation on the whereabouts of the kid-
napped pilot. We hoped that, together
with local people... we could establish
communicalion and negoliale for the
pilot’s release,” Margono told report-
ers in the Papuan city of Timika.

rebels shot at us when we were trying
to reach the location.” One soldier was
killed in the ambush, and the military
was searching for the four troops still
missing, he added.

The military has not identified the
rebel group responsible for the am-
bush, but the West Papua National
Liberation Army (TPNPB) — the mil-
itant wing of Papua’s main separatist
group — has claimed it.

TPNPB said it had killed at least 13
Indonesian soldiers in the attack, but
Margono dismissed that as a “hoax”.
AFP  cannot independently verify
claims from either side due to the re-
moteness of the location. The rebels
have previously demanded that Indo-
nesia recognize Papuan independence
in exchange for the pilot.

TPNPB has called on New Zealand
and the United Nations to stop Indo-
nesian military operations in the area.
Indonesia maintains a heavy military
presence in resource-rich but under-
developed Papua to quell a long-run-
ning separatist insurgency.

SIDOARJO: Indonesia’s Military Chief Yudo Margono (R) speaks during a
press conference at an Indonesian naval aviation base in Sidoarjo on April

18, 2023. Indonesian forces were searching for four soldiers who went miss-
ing last week after a deadly rebel ambush in Papua. — AFP

A former Dulch colony, Papua
declared independence in 1961, but
neighboring Indonesia took control
two years later, promising an inde-

pendence referendum. The subse-
quent vote in favor of remaining a
part of Indonesia was widely con-
sidered a sham. — AFP

34 million Afghans
in poverty under
Taleban rule: UN

KABUL: The number of Afghans in poverty nearly
doubled to 34 million as the nation was racked by
the collapse of the US-backed government and the
Taleban lakeover, the UN said Tuesday. After the
US-backed republic fell in 2021, vast foreign sub-
sidies were halted and aid programmes dramatical-
ly cut back as many countries refused to deal with

Two dead after
landslide at
Pak-Afghan border

LANDI KOTAL: At least two people were killed and
eight injured in a massive pre-dawn landslide that
buried dozens of trucks wailing o cross from Paki-
stan to Afghanistan, officials said Tuesday. Rescuers
feared more people could be trapped dead or alive

the Taleban authorities in Kabul. In December last
year, those NGOs slill providing vital help were dealt
a [urther blow by a Taleban government order barring
Afghan women from working for them. This month the
curb was extended to the UN’s Afghan [emale employ-
ees and the organization said it now faces an “appalling
choice” over whether to continue its aid schemes.

On Tuesday, the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP) released a stark new assessment of
2022 data estimating 34 million Afghans were living be-
low the poverty line. The figure is a staggering increase
of 15 million on 2020, the last full year of rule by the
Weslern-backed government which crumbled during a
maller of weeks the following summer.

There is no contemporary census data for Af-

beneath the rubble, and deployed sniffer dogs at the
scene as workers cautiously used heavy earth-mov-
ing equipment to shift debris.

The landslide struck Torkham border post, the busiest
and most important transit point for trade between the two
countries, as more than 120 trucks were waiting to cross.
“We have recovered two bodies and have taken eight in-
jured Lo hospital,” Bilal Faizi, a spokesman for the Rescue
1122 emergency service, told AFP.

He said it was unclear how many people may be be-
neath the rubble, but some survivors had reported
getting phone calls from colleagues. “They are not re-
ceiving calls any more... maybe the mobile battery of

ghanistan, but the UN uses a population estimate of
40 million, meaning 85 percent of the nation is pro-
jected to be in poverty. “Some have been compelled
to sell their homes, land, or assets that generate in-
come,” the UNDP report said. “Others have resort-
ed to the distressing practice of commodifying their
own family members, turning children into laborers
and young daughters into brides.”

The UN airlifts vast sums of US dollars into
Afghanistan to pay staff and operating costs
— cash injections which have also been vital in
shoring up the nation’s faltering economy. Be-
tween December 2021 and January 2023 about
$1.8 billion was imported this way, according to
the UN’s mission in Alghanistan. — AFP

those trapped inside is dead, or maybe there is another
reason,” Faizi told AFP.

Fires broke out following the landslide, the brunt of
which struck about 120 metres (130 yards) from the main
border crossing. Drivers and their assistants were cooking
pre-dawn meals on gas stoves ahead of a day of fasting
during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan.

“The fire is under control now. The rescue operation is
ongoing with the help of excavators and other heavy ma-
chinery,” Faizi added. The cause of the landslide was not
immediately clear, but one official said heavy machinery
had been in use for months on an expansion project in
the hills surrounding the border post. — AFP
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Apple opens first India store in Mumbai

Cook personally opens doors to welcome customers

MUMBAI: Apple opened its first retail store in
India on Tuesday, underscoring the US Lech litan’s
increasing focus on the South Asian nalion as a
key sales market and alternative manufacturing
hub to China.

Apple CEO Tim Cook personally opened the
doors to welcome customers as staff cheered.
Hundreds ol admirers of the iPhone giant queued
around the store in a swanky shopping mall in the
financial capital Mumbai, some of them waiting
overnight. The California-based firm is betting big
on the nation of 1.4 billion people—home to the
second-highest number of smartphone users in the
world, after China—with a second store to open in
the capital Delhi on Thursday.

The world’s biggest company in lerms of markel
value is also expanding its manufacturing foolprint
in India as it seeks to diversify its supply chain away
from a heavy dependence on neighboring China.

Apple called the stores a “major expansion” of
its presence in India in a statement on Monday.
“We're exciled Lo build on our longstanding his-
tory,” Cook said in the statement. Apple launched
its online store in India in 2020, but had not
opened an official physical shop until now due to
previous investment rules, since relaxed, requir-
ing foreign retailers to source 30 percent of raw
malerials locally, and pandemic delays.

Sales and markeling execulive Purav Mechla,
30, camped overnight outside the store ahead of
the opening, bringing with him his still-unopened
2013 iPod Touch. “We've been looking forward to
iL... for a long lime we've been wailing for this,” he
told AFP. Stationery dealer Madhav Mimani, 27,

Electric vehicles are
key battleground at
Shanghai Auto Show

SHANGHALI: China was the road to the future for
foreign brands at the Shanghai Auto Show on Tues-
day who are racing to catch up with Chinese com-
petitors in the crucial electric vehicle market. EVs
now make up one out of four car sales in China,
the world’s largest car markel, and dozens of new
models from domestic and Western brands were
unveiled at the first auto show since the end of Chi-
na’s COVID restrictions. Local brands command 81
percent of the EV market in China, according to an-
alysts at Counterpoint Research, and industry titans
such as BMW were at pains to emphasize the im-
portance of doing business in China. “China is the
place to be,” BMW executive Frank Weber told a
news conference. “Munich is where we come from,
but China is where we are at home.”

He said almost 70 percent of BMW’s newest op-
crating system involved functions specific to the
Chinese market, and that it had tripled its rescarch
and development there in the past three years.

“Whal moves Chinese customers today will move
the world tomorrow,” another BMW executive, CEO
Oliver Zipse, told the audience as he showed off the
i Vision Dee, a color-changing electric sports sedan.
Volkswagen Group said in a news release its brands
would present 20 electrified models, with the Volk-
swagen ID.7 and new Cayenne Porsche gelting their

Oil prices edge up
amid improving
demand outlook

KUWAIT: Crude oil prices firmed slightly on Tues-
day, recovering from a 2 percent slide in the previ-
ous session, as faster economic growth in top crude
importer China supported the demand outlook and
offset fears over US interest rates.

China’s economy grew by a faster-than-expect-
ed 4.5 percent in the first quarter, with hopes of oil
demand recovery buoyed further by a surge in oil
refinery throughput to record levels in March.

Brent crude climbed 12 cents to $84.88 a bar-
rel at 11.30 am Kuwait time and the US West Tex-
as Intermediate rose 8 cents to $80.91. Last week,

World Bank forecasts

slower growth for
MENA region in 2023

WASHINGTON: Economies in the Middle East
and North Africa (MENA) are expected to grow at
a slower pace in 2023, as double-digit food inflation
adds pressure on poorer households and the impact
of food insecurity can span generations, according
to the World Bank’s latest economic update.

Titled “Altered Destinies: The Long-Term Effects
of Rising Prices and Food Insecurity in the Middle
East and North Africa,” the report forecasts ME-
NA's GDP will slow to 3.0 percent in 2023, from 5.8

travelled about 900 kilometers (560 miles) from
Rajasthan for the evenl.

“I think with Apple manufacturing in India, the
prices are going to go down because it’s local
manufacluring, which makes the iPhones afford-
able,” he said. “It also increases chances of the
Indians buying iPhones made in India because of
the sentimental value.”

India has more than 600 million smartphone us-
ers, with Android devices dominating the price-sen-
sitive markel. Chinese smarlphone makers Xiaomi,
vivo, OPPO and realme had a combined market
share of 66 percent in 2022, according to research
firm Canalys, while Samsung held a 19 percent share.

Apple’s iPhones compele in the premium segment
of the market and had just a four percent share last
year. Bul Canalys analyst Sanyam Chaurasia lold AFP
that Apple could benefit from the premiumisation of
India’s smartphone market and financing schemes for
both retailers and consumers.

“Apple is emphasizing more on the Indian market
because they see more opportunily,” he said.

Supply chain

Cook said in a February earnings call that “India is
a hugely exciling markel for us and is a major focus”.

“We are, in essence, taking what we learned in
China years ago and how we scale... and bringing
that to bear. Apple was “putling a significant amount
of energy” into India, he added, saying he was “very
bullish” on the country.

India is also becoming central to Apple’s plans to
shift its production of devices and components away
from China amid diplomatic lensions between Wash-

MUMBAI, India: Chief Executive Officer of Apple Tim Cook (center right) waves during the opening of Apple’s

first retail store in India, in Mumbai on April 18, 2023. — AFP

ington and Beijing and the supply chain fallout from
strict COVID policies. Just one percent of Apple’s
iPhones were made in India in 2021, but that jumped
to seven percent last year, Bloomberg News report-
ed last week, ciling sources.

The company began manufacturing iPhones in

SHANGHAI: People visit a Nio booth during the 20th Shanghai International Automobile Industry Exhibition in

Shanghai on April 18, 2023. —AFP

world premieres. “With its high level of innovation,
China is an important pacesetter for the entire auto-
motive industry,” the release said. “A strong position
in China strengthens our global compelitiveness.”

Mercedes Benz announced it has fully electri-
fied two classic models, the off-road G-class and its
Maybach SUV. Elon Musk’s Tesla, the biggest seller
of electric cars globally, is not attending and a rep-
resentative did not say why it was a no-show when
conlacled by AFP.

Opposite BMW in the exhibition hall, China’s

crude futures recorded their fourth straight weekly
gain aller the International Energy Agency raised ils
2023 global oil demand estimates. Global oil demand
is expecled to rise by 2 million barrels per day to a
record 101.9 million bpd this year, the Paris-based
agency said in its monthly oil market report.
Investors will be closely following the release of
China’s first-quarter gross domestic product data
this week, which should show an “impressive” recov-
ery as the Asian country’s economy recovers from
COVID-19, Edward Moya, senior markel analyst at
Oanda, said. China, the world’s second-largest econ-
omy and top crude importer, reopened its borders in
January after following a strict zero-COVID policy
for nearly three years. Last week, OPEC stuck Lo its
2023 growth projection for oil demand in its month-
ly oil report, despite lowering its forecast in North
America and Europe amid a slowing global economy.
The oil producers’ group said better crude de-
mand in Organization for Economic Cooperation and

percent in 2022. Oil exporters, who benefited from
a windfall in 2022, will experience slower growth,
but a large gap remains between high-income coun-
tries and the rest of the region. Real GDP per capita
growth, a better proxy for living standards, is ex-
pected to slow down to 1.6 percent in 2023 from 4.4
percent in 2022.

Inflation in the region rose dramatically in 2022,
especially in countries that experienced currency
depreciations. The report focused specifically on
the impact of food price inflation on food insecurity,
finding that eight out of 16 countries suffered from
double-digit food price inflation or higher, affecting
poorer households the most as they spend more of
their budgets on food than those that are belter off.
“Food price inflation is having a devastating impact
on poor families. The long-term implications of food
insecurily will be [elt for generations and sadly limit

BYD unveiled a series of new electric models that
included a supercar from its high-end Yangwang
brand. BYD is catching up on Tesla’s primacy
fast—it almost tripled its sales to 900,000 cars
last year—and intends to develop further in Eu-
rope and North America. It already has a foothold
in the European market with a presence in Nor-
way and other Chinese brands are also looking
to expand west. Zeckr, a premium electric brand
owned by Geely, confirmed it would enler the Eu-
ropean market. — AFP

Development countries, led by China was balancing
out the market. Meanwhile, US consumers expect
inflation to jump following the recent spike in ener-
gy prices. A survey released by the Federal Reserve
Bank of New York showed that American consum-
ers’ inflation expeclations rose for the first lime since
October last year. — Agencies

prospects for many, many voung people,” said Fer-
id Belhaj, World Bank Vice President for the MENA
region. “The human and economic cost of inaclion
is immense and bold policies are needed in a region
where young people make up more than half of the
population,” he added.

The twice-vyearly report found that average year-
on-year [ood inflation across 16 MENA economies
between March and December 2022 was 29 percent.
This was higher than headline inflation, which rose
on average to 19.4 percent year-on-year during that
period, compared Lo 14.8 percent between October
2021 and February 2022, the month of Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine. Across all four MENA subgroups
covered in the report — developing oil importers,
developing oil exporters, conflict countries and the
GCC — inflation accounts for 24 percent to 33 per-
cenl of 2023’s forecasted food insecurily.

India in 2017 through Taiwanese suppliers Foxconn,
Wistron and Pegatron. Foxconn said in March that its
chairman had visiled India but there was no “defini-
live agreemenl” for investments in the country alter
the chiel minister of Karnataka in the south said iP-
hones would be manufactured in his state. — AFP

GCC-Belgian trade
relations make a
quantum leap

BRUSSELS: The growth in Belgian-Gulf trade rela-
tions is a clear sign of a bright and promising future in
trade and economic relations between the six-member
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and Belgium, said
Qaisar Hijazin, Secretary General of the Arab-Bel-
gian-Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce (ABLCC).
In an interview with the KUNA, Hijazin referred Lo
the recent figures released by the Belgian Foreign
Trade Agency, which showed that Belgian exports Lo
the GCC went up by 23.9 percent in 2022, from 6.73
billion euro ($7.34 billion) in 2021 to 8.34 billion euro
($9,09 billion) in 2022. On the other hand, Belgium’s
total import from GGC increased by a whopping 92
percent from 6.41 billion euro ($6.99 billion) in 2021 Lo
12.31 billion euro ($13.4 billion) in 2022.

“The GCC countries rank twelfth among exports to
Belgium and also the twelfth position among imports
from Belgium,” he said. Hijazin said the relations be-
tween the GCC and Belgium go back to long decades
of cooperation and trade exchanges. These relations
have developed significantly in recent vears, he said.

Hijazin noted that the best evidence and impor-
tance that Belgian economic activities attach to the
GCC countries, is the visit that Belgian King Philippe
Queen Mathilde paid to the Sultanate of Oman and the
United Arab Emirates last year, which resulted in sign-
ing ol several commercial agreements and launching
joint projects in the field of green energy. Prior Lo that,
Princess Astrid, the Belgian king’s sister, headed two
economic missions to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
and the Sultanate of Oman in 2014, and to Qatar and
the United Arab Emirates in 2015.

This importance is also evident through the pres-
ence of four Belgian embassies in those countries, and
the Belgian bodies for foreign trade representative
offices in these Gulf countries, he said. It is clear that
the oil and gas sector are of great importance to the
GCC economies at the global level. However, the GCC
countries began years ago Lo diversify their economic
aclivities and sources of income and invest in various
economic projects in the long term, which contributed
Lo strengthening their relations with their trading part-
ners, including Belgium, said Hijazin.

Economic diversification in the Gulf countries in-
cludes renewable energies, health care, waste recy-
cling, port business, infrastructure, tourism, food se-
curily and technologies, in other words, the areas in
which Belgium excels. There are many Belgian com-
panies that are very active in the region and that have
completed large projects, he said. In the opposite di-
rection, Belgium attracts Gulf capital, with Kuwait’s
Q8 international petroleum brand the biggest Arab
investor in Belgium.

The Gulf airlines increased the number of their
flights to Brussels at the beginning of 2023 to reach
30 flights linking the Gulf countries and Belgium,
which was the number that was available before the
COVID-19 crisis. “There is no doubt that the rela-
tions between Belgium and the Gulf countries influ-
ence relations between the European Union and the
GCC,” stressed Hijazin. The EU and the GCC began
negoliations on a free trade agreement in 1990. It was
supposed Lo provide for the gradual and mutual lib-
eralizalion of trade in goods and services, but lalks
were suspended in 2008 negotiations due to many
challenges, he said. Subsequently, in May 2017, the
LU and the GCC countries launched a Dialogue on
Trade and Investment Issues, with the participation
of the private sector. — KUNA
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Our resilient business model positions us
well to tackle global challenges: Al-Sager

NBK Group vice-chairman and CEO Al-Sager in an interview with Al-Arabiya TV

¢ We have no concern of any material spillover effect from the events in the
US banking sector
e We are positioned for sustained strong earnings growth during the re-

mainder of 2023

¢ Our investment portfolio is secure being concentrated in high quality and

low risk assets

KUWAIT: Isam ] Al-Sager, Group
Vice-Chairman and CEO of National
Bank of Kuwait (NBK) said that in the
first quarter of 2023, the bank succeed-
ed in sustaining the exceptional perfor-
mance in 2022 by maintaining improved
operational activities, robust asset
growth, increased liquidity levels, and
solid capital base.

In his interview with Al-Arabiya
TV to comment on the Group’s results
for the first quarter of 2023, Al-Sag-
er mentioned: “The Group’s operating
revenues rose by over 18.4 percent
year-on-year, which was a key driver
of boosting net profit, supported by the
robust growth of nel inleresl income
by 26 percent and fees and commis-
sions income by 19 percent.”

“With the support of our solid financial
position, strong capilalization rates, and
ample liquidity levels, we are positioned
for sustained earnings growth during the
remainder of 2023,” he added.

Conservative approach

Commenting on the increase in pro-
visions during the first quarter, Al-Sager
explained that NBK historically follows a
prudent policy with regard Lo provisions,
noting that in the first quarter, the Group
continued to follow a conservative ap-
proach in managing its credil exposures,
taking into account the extended impact
of a number of different factors in the

markets where we operate.

“Despite of the global uncertainty, we
are oplimistic that the cost of risk will re-
main at healthy levels in 2023, thanks to
our strong assel quality levels,” he added.

“I would like also to accentuate that
our diversified business model, strong
financial position, ample liquidity levels,
and conslant focus on risk management
enable us to overcome any potential
challenges that may be imposed by global
developments,” he elaborated.

Stringent banking supervision

On the possibility of a spillover effect
from the crises in the US banking seclor
and Credit Suisse to the Kuwaiti bank-
ing sector, Al-Sager mentioned that this
crisis is unlikely to extend lo Kuwail, as
the Central Bank of Kuwait is considered
one of the most conservalive regulators,
thanks to following an approach that
proved efficiency in the face of many his-
torical crises.

“Kuwait has stringent regulatory re-
quirements that are even ahead of inter-
national best practices (Basel and IFRS
requirements), which remain rigorous
under most stress testing scenarios. Ku-
waili banks are also strictly and carelully
regulated by the Central Bank of Kuwait,
regardless ol their size or syslemic im-
portance, limiting any collective reper-
cussions (domino effect) in the event of a
crisis,” he highlighted.

deal with uncertainty

support than international peers

during the year

“The Kuwaiti banking sector enjoys
strong liquidity and capitalization, with
capital adequacy ratio ahead of regula-
tory requirements, as well as low NPL
ratios coupled with high credit loss pro-
visions,” he mentioned.

Secure portfolio

With regard to the possibility of
Group’s investment portfolio being im-
pacted by global repercussions, Al-Sager
said that the Group’s investment portfo-
lio is very conservatively structured with
high quality exposures and very limited
risks. “Around 60 percent of the invest-
ment portfolio is in government securities
largely in the GCC, whereas around 80
percent of the Group’s investment secu-
rities portfolio comprise of investments,
which are carried al [air value. The re-
maining smaller portion is regularly as-
sessed and ils carrying values are nol
materially different from their fair val-
ues,” he elaborated.

“We also have a sizable base of that
portfolio are classified as HQLA, that can
be sold or reposed for cash if the need
arises. And the interest rate risk on those
bonds is hedged via interest rate swaps.
So we have no concern of any material
spillover elfect [rom the events in the US
banking sector,” he added.

Diversification offering protection

On the devaluation of the Egyptian
Pound and its impact on the bank’s per-

¢ The Kuwaiti banking sector is very solid which reinforces its position to
e GCC banks enjoy much better liquidity, capitalization, and government

¢ Our high assets quality will help maintain the cost of risk at healthy levels

Isam J Al-Sager during the interview.

formance in Egypt, Al-Sager said: “The
devaluation of the Egyptian pound ad-
versely affects NBK-Egypt's profits de-
nominated in US dollar in the Group’s
consolidated balance sheet. However, its
contribution to the Group’s profits is not
substantial, in light of our geographically
diversified income sources.”

Al-Sager stressed that NBK has long-
term investments in Egypt, and that the
devaluation of the Egyptian pound and

soaring inflation are seen as exceptional
circumstances thal many emerging mar-
kets around the world are witnessing at
the present time.

“We are planning for further expan-
sion in the retail sector, in which we see
growth opportunities, given the large
population and the increasing rate of
financial inclusion, basically through in-
creasing our investments in digital bank-
ing services,” he noted.

Soaring prices
pressure Morocco’s
agriculture model

RABAT: Soaring inflation in Morocco is driving up
living costs and stirring public anger, and as food
prices increase the country’s export-led agricultural
model is coming under fire.

On April 8, protesters gathered outside parlia-
ment in the capital Rabat, with some saying “The rise
in prices is a disgrace” and: “We're an agricultural
country but vegetables are too expensive.”

Official figures from February put year-on-year
inflation in the North African country al just over
10 percent—a figure that also included a 20 per-
cent jump in food prices. The price of fresh produce
in Morocco is almost as high as in some Weslern
European supermarkets, but the minimum wage for
Moroccans is just $300 (275 curos) a month. Faced
with growing criticism, Agriculture Minister Mo-
hamed Sadiki attributed high food prices to “ex-
ternal and cyclical factors” such as the rising cost
of raw materials and a cold snap that delayed the
picking of tomatoes.

Sadiki told a press conference in early April
that despite the impact of climate [actors such as
drought, agriculture accounts for 13 percent of Mo-
rocco’s GDP and 14 percent of its exports.

Growing frustration
The Islamic holy month of Ramadan, when de-
mand for agricultural produce traditionally spikes, is
drawing to a close, and frustration towards policy-
makers is building. In an attempl to stem the price
rises, Rabal suspended exports of some products in
carly February, including tomatoes, to ensure sup-

‘Tanzania signs rare
earths deals with
Australian firms

DAR ES SALAAM, Tanzania: The Tanzanian gov-
ernment on Monday signed contracts worth $667
million (610 million euros) with three Australian
companies to mine for graphite and rare carths. The
framework agreements are part of a push by Presi-
dent Samia Suluhu Hassan to boost the mining sec-
lor’s conlribution lo Tanzania’s economy Lo al least
10 percent by 2025.

The deals were signed al a ceremony in the
capital Dodoma with Evolution Energy Miner-
als, EcoGrafl Ltd and Peak Rare Earths. “IUs the
hope of Tanzanians that the implementation of
these projects will start soon and contribute to
the economy,” Hassan said.

Tanzania will have a 16 percent stake in each of the
projects, according to the head of the government’s
negolialing leam Palamagamba Kabudi. Weslern
nations are looking to reduce their dependence on
China for rare earths -- 17 heavy melals which are
crucial for electronics such as smartphones, comput-
ers and batleries as well as the cutling-edge technol-
ogies that could reduce reliance on [ossil fuels. Peak
Rare Earths is involved in the $439 million Ngualla
rare earths project in southwestern Tanzania.

It said Ngualla is one of the world’s largest and

RABAT: The price of fresh produce in Morocco is comparable to European supermarkets but monthly minimum

wages are only $300.—AFP

plies for the local market.

But that move drew protests from professional
bodies who urged Prime Minister Aziz Akhannouch
reconsider the measure. In 2008, Morocco adopt-
ed the Green Morocco Plan, an ambitious scheme to
ensure food self-sulfficiency. Since then, agricultural
production has doubled in value from $6 billion to
$12 billion, despite the loss of 7 billion cubic meters
of rain annually since 1985, according to the agricul-
ture ministry . Abderrahim Handoul, an agricultural
engineer specializing in irrigation, said the kingdom
remains al the mercy of recurrent drought that caus-
es food price rises by “reducing the cultivated area

and therefore the supply” of fresh produce.

The agriculture ministry also noles the rising prices
of imported raw materials such as seeds and fertilisers,
which have jumped “from 30 to 70 percent”. The price
of grain imports has also skyrocketed. In 2020, Mo-
rocco’s agricultural plan was rebaptized “Generation
Green” for the 10-year period to 2030, and made ex-
porting fresh fruit and vegetables a priority. But this
focus on exports is considered to have contributed to
rising prices, and now an increasing number of voic-
es are calling for change. Handoul says that “ensuring
food sovereignly slarts with the seed industry, where
Morocco is lagging far behind”. — AFP

Tanzania’s ministry of minerals technical committee on site at Ngualla.

highest grade deposits of neodymium and praseo-
dymium, key components ol high-strength perma-
nent magnets used in the production of electric
vehicles and wind Lurbines. “This signals the long
journey of partnership between Peak and the gov-
ernment of Tanzania in developing a world class
project,” said the company’s executive chairman
Russell Scrimshaw. “Our project will play a role in
addressing climate change.”

Evolution Minerals and EcoGraf will mine for

graphite—which is used in lithium-ion batteries—
in projects worth $100 million and $128 million re-
spectively, Kabudi said.

“The signing ol these agreements loday sends a
positive message Lo the global mining sector,” said
Evolution managing director Phil Hoskins. Mining
contributed 7.3 percent of Tanzania’s economy in
2021, up from 4.8 percent in 2018, Mining Commis-
sion execulive secrelary Yahya Samamba said in
Oclober last year. — AFP

German investor
morale falls
again in April

FRANKFURT: German investor confidence unex-
pectedly fell in April for the second straight month, a
survey showed Tuesday, due Lo lingering [ears about
the banking sector and concerns about stubbornly
high inflation. The ZEW institute’s economic expec-
tations index for Europe’s biggest economy dropped
8.9 points to 4.1.

While still in positive territory, the reading was
worse than expected, with analysts surveyed by fi-
nancial dala firm FactSel having forecasl a slight in-
crease. The gauge registered its first fall for six months
in March as markets were rocked by the failure of
three regional US lenders and the enforced takeover
of Credit Suisse by rival UBS. ZEW president Achim
‘Wambach said that while worries about a major finan-
cial crisis had eased, investors were still concerned
banks might be more cautious in granting loans.

“The still high inflation rates and the internation-
ally restrictive monetary policy are also weighing
on the economy,” he said. Energy and food costs
soared last year after Russia invaded Ukraine and
then slashed gas supplies to Europe, prompting the
European Central Bank to aggressively hike inter-
est rates. Last vear’s crisis prompted heavy falls
in the ZEW index and other economic indicalors,
although most subsequently recovered as Ber-
lin rolled out reliel measures and fears of a sharp
downturn eased. —AFP

Swedish telecom
giant Ericsson steps
up savings plan

STOCKHOLM: Swedish telecommunicalions gi-
ant Ericsson said Tuesday that it is stepping up
its cost-culling program as it expects a “choppy
environment” this year after profits fell in the first
quarter. The telecom equipment maker will now
reduce costs by 11 billion Swedish kronor ($1.1
billion) in 2023, saying it found an additional two
billion kronor in savings.

Ericsson announced in February that it would
slash 8,500 jobs worldwide, or eight percent of its
workforce. The Swedish group is locked in a battle
with Finnish rival Nokia and China’s Huawei for 5G
networks, but it noted that its customers—mobile
operators—have slowed the deployment of such
equipment. “We continue to see a choppy environ-
ment during 2023 with poor visibility,” Ericsson said
in its quarterly earnings statement.

Ericsson’s net profit fell 46 percent to 1.6 billion
kronor in the January-to-March period. Sales rose
14 percent but they were flat when adjusting figures
to take currency exchanges and other parameters
into account. Ericsson said il expecls customers “to
remain cautious” with investments and continue to
adjust their inventories in the second quarter.

“We expect the slower growth we saw in Q1 (the
first quarter), caused by the slower global econo-
my, Lo continue in Q2,” Ericsson added. Sharcholder
confidence in the company has also been shaken by
graft allegations in Iraq. — AP
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Global equities gain in 1Q23
despilte ongoing uncertainty

GCC growth outlook to support market sentiment in 2023

KUWALIT: Global equities ended 1Q23 on a positive
note despite heightened volatility and uncertainty.
Markets gained as the Fed slowed down its pace
of rate hikes from 50 to 25 bps increments in Feb-
ruary, and on investlor bets that the end of the rate
hike cycle may be near as inflation continued to ease.
The gains came despite various headwinds including
higher bond yields, softer economic data and turmoil
in the banking seclor which stoked recession [ears.
In contrast, GCC markets underperformed, with
moslt countries posling moderate losses as an antici-
pated slowdown in the global economy prompted oil
demand concerns. In addition, regional stocks (es-
pecially banking stocks) were pressured by fears of
conlagion [rom the global banking seclor, as well as
the drag from monelary lightening with most region-
al central banks moving in lockstep with the Fed in its
current tightening cycle.

US and Europe lead gains in Q1
US and European markets outperformed their EM
counterparts, building on the gains of the previous
quarter. Gradually softening inflation in the US, which
slowed to 6 percent y/y in February, the lowest since
September 2021, and in turn increased expectations
of the rate-hike cycle nearing its end, lent support
to sentiment, despile ongoing recession concerns,
compounded by the banking crisis highlighted by

the collapse of Silicon Valley Bank in March.
The MSCI ACWTI gained 6.6 percent led by Eu-
ropean equities, with the Stoxx Europe 600 up
7.8 percent (the narrower Euro Stoxx 50 gained

Glencore, Teck
Resources seek
exit from coal

ZURICH: Swiss commodities giant Glencore has
come under heavy fire over its coal strategy but is
lrying lo exil this business as parl of ils takeover
bid for Canada’s Teck Resources. But Teck Resourc-
es isn’t biting, twice this month rebuffing Glencore’s
proposals o focus instead on ils own plans already
in the works to spin off its coal division into an inde-
pendent company.

Teck coal split

In February, the Canadian group, which employs
11,000 people, proposed to spin off its activities in
metallurgical or coking coal, used to produce steel,
into a new company called Elk Valley Resources
(EVR) that would be listed separately on the Toronto
Stock Exchange. Teck Resources would hold onto
zinc and copper mines and become Teck Metals.
Metals have significant growth potential since they
are in high demand for the transition to clean energy,
the company explained, even though coal accounted
for 60 percent of its Can$17.3 billion ($12.9 billion) in
revenues in 2022, due to a surge in the price of coal
following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Its sharcholders would get one EVR share for 10
Teck Resources shares as well as a cash payment
of 0.39 Canadian dollars per share, for a lotal of
Can$200 million. They must decide at an extraordi-
nary general meeting on April 26. Japanese steel gi-
ant Nippon Steel Corporation, which has a minority
stake in a Teck Resources site in British Columbia,
plans to invest more than Can$1 billion to secure a 10
percent stake in EVR. Its South Korean competitor
Posco plans to take a 2.5 percent stake.

Glencore’s counter proposal

But in early April, Glencore presented an offer valu-
ing Teck Resources at more than US$22.5 billion, a
more than 20 percent premium to its March 24 closing
price. Glencore proposes to combine their activities
and simultaneously carve them up to create a compa-
ny specialized in metals called MetalsCo and anoth-
er specialized in coal, called CoalCo. Together, they
would have a broader base, argues the Swiss group,
which points out that MetalsCo would also rely on
its activities in cobalt and nickel. Teck Resources im-
mediately refused, warning that such a merger would
bring Glencore’s thermal coal into its business. Used to
produce electricity and heat, thermal coal is attracting
much more criticism because of its CO2 emissions that
contribute to climate change. — AFP

14 percent), followed by US markets, with the S&P
500 up 7 percent q/q in the second consecutive
quarter of gains. Emerging markets lagged behind
(MSCI EM +3.4 percent) on a slower than expect-
ed post-lockdown economic recovery in China as
well as losses in GCC markets. The Chinese CSI
300 rose a relatively modest 4.6 percent q/q.
Looking forward, equity market performance
will continue to depend largely on Fed policy and
recession prospects. Although the Fed maintains
that rates will ‘remain higher for longer’” until infla-
tion falls back down to its 2 percent target, signs of
weakness in economic data (recent examples being
labor markel and manufacturing dala), indicalive of
a slowing economy, could raise concerns over its re-
silience and pressure the Fed to moderate its stance,
which is positive for markets. Additional risks in-
clude energy market volatility and geopolitical risk
between the US and the likes of China and Russia,
which could disrupt prices and supply chains, and
is generally detrimental to market sentiment. More-
over, the prospect of a weaker dollar in the event
of looser Fed policy or a recovery in European and
Asian economies, is generally positive for emerging
markets. For the GCC, oil demand and prices, as well
as global sentiment remain key market drivers. Fi-
nally, while easing inflation, a looser labor markel,
and recession risks would support a faster end to
monelary lightening, which is positive for markets,
Fed hawkishness could persist should the econo-
my and the labor market especially show signs of
strength against higher interest rates, with adverse

Gulf Bank raises
awareness on
banking security

KUWAIT: As part of its keenness to promote finan-
cial literacy in society, Gulf Bank continues to sup-
port the Diraya “Let’s Be Aware” campaign for the
third consecutive year by broadcasting and dissemi-
nating awareness and educational materials through
social media, the Bank’s websile, and other channels.

The Diraya campaign is an awareness campaign
initiated by the Central Bank of Kuwail and the Ku-
wait Banking Association. The campaign aims to
spread financial literacy in society, raise awareness
of the role of the banking sector, and promote the
various services thal banks offer to their customers.

Corporate Communications Officer at Gulf Bank,
AbdulMohsen Al-Nassar, indicated that the bank
spares no effort in supporting the goals of the Diraya

Malabar Gold & Diamonds
appoints Alia Bhatt as its
new brand ambassador

KUWAIT: Malabar Gold & Diamonds, the 6th larg-
est jewelry retailer globally with 312 showrooms
across 10 countries, has signed Indian actress Alia
Bhatt as its new brand ambassador. Alter making her
debut in 2012, Alia Bhatt has quickly transformed
inlo one of the most sought-alter aclresses in India,
with a score of blockbuster movies under the belt.
She has garnered praise for her versatility as an ac-
tress, her humble persona and stunning looks, repre-
sentative of a new era of super talented actors hail-
ing from India. She is also set to make her Hollywood
debut in the movie, Heart of Stone, which is slated to
be released soon.

The announcements come in the wake of the 30th
anniversary of Malabar group, which began their
operations in 1993. With an extensive retail network
in India, UAE, KSA, Qatar, Bahrain, Oman, Kuwait,
Malaysia, Singapore and the USA, the signing of
Alia Bhatt as the brand ambassador will bring a new
global outlook to the brand as they set their eyes
on new markets such as the UK, Australia, Canada,
South Africa, Egypt, Bangladesh, Turkey and New
Zealand, as well as strengthen their presence in ex-
isting markets.

“I am delighted to be the lace of a global brand
such as Malabar Gold & Diamonds. Having wil-
nessed first-hand their acceptance amongst Indians
and Indian sub-continental audience, the immense
success they have reaped abroad should be a source
of great pride for us and I am humbled to be a part
of the Malabar family. As Malabar Gold & Diamonds
gears up to execute their ambitious expansion plan, I
carneslly look forward Lo working closely with them
to further their reach amongst jewelry lovers world-
over”, commented Alia Bhatt.

“We are very excited to welcome Alia Bhatt into
the Malabar Family. Over the years, our brand am-

implications for economic growth and equity mar-
kets. However, the former scenario appears more
likely at this junclure as suggesled by inlerest rate
futures markets.

GCC equity markets lagged behind their
global counterparts in 1Q23, sinking further into
bear territory following the equally lackluster
performance of the previous quarter, weighed
down by headwinds including rising borrowing
cosls, softer outlooks for growth and the oil
markel and fears of banking crisis conlagion.
The MSCI GCC fell 3 percent q/q, with losses
led by Abu Dhabi (-7.6 percent) and Qatar (-4.4
percent), while Kuwait’s All-Share lost 3.3 per-
cent amid relatively thin liquidity. Losses in the
MSCI GCC were curbed by a small gain in heavy
weight Saudi Arabia (+0.4 percent), while Dubai
led the pack, up 2.1 percent.

Looking ahead, GCC equities will continue to be
influenced by international market developments,
including oil, economic growth, and Fed policy.
Generally improved fiscal positions thanks to large
hydrocarbon windfalls in 2022 and still favorable
though moderating growth outlooks in 2023 are
supportive of market sentiment. A buoyant PO
market should help maintain investor interest after
arecord 48 listings and $23 billion in capitalization
in 2022, 34 [rom Saudi Arabia linked Lo ils privale
sector reform and investment plans. Lastly, oil mar-
kel volalility and rising borrowing cosls are addi-
tional regional headwinds, though at the time of
wriling, risks {rom the former appear modest given

campaign, by spreading awareness messages Lo cus-
tomers and the public through its channels; especial-
ly when banking information and data protection is
at stake. Al-Nassar warned of the potential risks of
nol following securily and safely instructions when
processing banking transactions, advising custom-
ers not to provide any personal information about
their accounts and transactions to unknown parties.
He also recommended to avoid responding to anon-
ymous messages from unknown origins, as they may
violate data confidentiality and banking protection
measures.

Furthermore, he advised customers not to share
their banking data with anyone, pointing out that
there are many tricks followed by the occupiers to
deceive customers, in order to obtain their banking
data or OTP codes. Al-Nassar also advised custom-
ers nol Lo interact with anonymous emails in order Lo
avoid [raud. In addition to ensuring thal the websiles
being used are safe, and that the electronic payment
galeway is approved.

Gull Bank’s vision is Lo be the leading Kuwaili Bank
of the Future. The Bank is constantly engaging and

Celebrated Bollywood actress Alia Bhatt is the new

brand ambassador of Malabar Gold & Diamonds.

bassadors have played an instrumental role in clevat-
ing our brand’s status in the eyes of our customers
and we are looking forward to taking Malabar Gold
& Diamonds to new heights with Alia Bhatt as the
face of the brand. Our goal is to be crowned as the
world’s largest jewelry retailer by crafting, promot-
ing and selling jewelry that is an intersection of Indi-
an art, culture, tradition, heritage and Alia Bhatt, both
as an actor and as a person, perfectly represents
what we are striving to achieve. Her impressive ca-
reer in the highly competitive film industry resonates
with our brand’s journey and ambilion as a brand.
As Malabar Gold & Diamonds celebrates its 30th
anniversary, we are reaffirming our commitment o

OPEC's preemptive production policies, sometimes
moving ahead of the market.

Headwinds ease

Fed policy and the economic backdrop are
more favorable for equities compared to last quar-
ter, with inflation now clearly trending downwards
and the Fed slowing its pace of tightening consid-
erably. However, the risk of a recession in the US
and Europe, the possibility of an uptick in inflation
or a further loosening of the labor market, as well
as an uncerlain earnings lrajectory, are notable
downside risks. Further risks stem from uncertain
geopolitics, given that US — Russian/Chinese ten-
sions are largely unresolved, with surprises having
the potential to disrupt the global economy and
the supply chain. Additionally, apparent and re-
cent shifts in Middle Eastern relations and politics
add to the complication. Still elevated bond yields,
as well as dollar strength which has pressured
other markets and currencies are further risks,
though the latter could potentially depreciate as
EM economies recover and central banks expect-
edly pause the current tightening cycle.

While GCC markets will continue to be influenced
by global sentiment, the reopening of China and its
implications for commodity demand, including oil, will
potentially be very positive. EM equities in particu-
lar could perform well later in the year as its largest
market, China, stands to benefit from the reopening
calalyst (though the effect has been slower than antic-
ipated) and a potentially weaker US dollar.

empowering its employees
as part of an inclusive and
diversified workplace in
recognition of every em-
ployee’s role in delivering
customer excellence and
serving the community at
large. With ils extensive
network of branches and
innovalive  digital ser-
vices, Gulf Bank is able
to give its customers the
choice of how and where

to conduct their banking | HETRURIRE TN
transaclions, all while en-

suring a simple and seamless banking experience.

Gulf Bank is commilted Lo mainlaining robusl de-
velopments in sustainability at environmental, social
and governance levels through diverse sustainability
inilialives, strategically selecled Lo benefil the Bank
both internally and externally. Gulf Bank supports
Kuwait Vision 2035 “New Kuwail” and works with
various parties to achieve it.

Alia Bhatt with Malabar Gold & Diamonds (India)
Managing Director Asher 0.

providing our loyal customers with the best jewelry
shopping experience”, commented Malabar Group
Chairman M P Ahammed.

Malabar Gold & Diamonds is globally renowned
for providing an exceptional jewelry shopping ex-
perience with convenience and customer-friend-
ly policies, known as the ‘Malabar Promise.” This
promise assures customers of unmalched quality,
transparency, and service assurance. With more than
12 exclusive brands in gold, diamond, and precious
gems, Malabar Gold & Diamonds presents the latest
designs curaled from 20 countries, calering Lo the
diverse tastes and preferences of their vast, multicul-
tural customer base.
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These pictures show Choo Yew Choon working on a trishaw inside his workshop in George Town on Malaysia’s Penang island. —AFP photos

Final lap for Malaysian trishaw maker

Wednesday, April 19, 2023

People riding in a trishaw in George Town on Malaysia’s Penang island.

ry old and cluttered with racks of tyres, a stoic,

white-haired man dressed in a T-shirt and shorts
inspects his nearly finished trishaw. Choo Yew
Choon is a veteran craftsman of pedicabs and is
said to be the last one still plying the disappear-
ing trade on Penang island—north of Malaysian
capital Kuala Lumpur. But he intends to retire in
a few years. Trishaws, or pedal-driven taxis, were
once common in Malaysia and elsewhere in the
region. Their popularity has declined as modern
transport systems were built in tandem with the
region’s economic development.

“l plan to work until | am 70, then | plan to re-
tire,” Choo, 66, told AFP from his tool-strewn
shophouse. “You need a lot of energy for making
trishaws.” As there is hardly any interest in using
them for actual transport, Choo’s finished orders
end up as decorations or collectables. The fourth
generation in a family of trishaw builders dating
back about a century, Choo took over in the late

I n a rustic Malaysian workshop about a centu-

Trishaw maker Choo Yew Choon working on metals in-
side his workshop.

1980s after his father suffered health issues.
Already acquainted with fitting tyre tubes as a

teenager, he picked up the art of building frames

from scratch. The steel bodies of Choo’s ma-

People riding in a trishaw in George Town on Malaysia’s Penang island.

Choo Yew Choon working on a trishaw inside his work-
shop in George Town on Malaysia’s Penang island.

chines are bent and welded piece by piece, along
with each model’s wooden seating area, before
being fitted with factory-made items such as the
hubs and chain. Choo said that when he works at

full steam he can build a trishaw in about 20 days,
but most of his creations take roughly six weeks.

He rolls out three to four pedicabs annual-
ly, selling them for 7,500 ringgit ($1,700) each.
“I've no feelings. It’s just a job,” Choo, a man of
few words, said when asked how he feels after
completing a trishaw. There are just over 130
trishaws in Penang, where they differ in style
from the few dozen found in the southern state
of Malacca, where the vehicles remain popular
among tourists.

Malacca’s trishaws are designed to have
their rider sit beside their passengers,
while Penang handlers pedal from behind.
None of Choo’s children are interested in
trishaws, nor is he keen to teach them as it
involves a lot of hard work and spare parts
that are hard to find. And he is looking for-
ward to his retirement. “Maybe I’ll go stay
at my son’s house or go on holiday,” he
said with a small grin.—AFP

Lionel Richie, Katy Perry to play Charles coronation show

Andrea Bocelli will be among those

performing at a concert to mark King
Charles lllI's coronation, the BBC said on Fri-
day. A televised Coronation Concert is being
held in the grounds of Windsor Castle, west of
London, on May 7 -- the day after Charles is
officially crowned king. BBC chief content offi-
cer Charlotte Moore said the coronation was a
“once-in-a-generation occasion” and called the
concert line-up “world class”. But recent reports
have said that a number of big-name stars have
turned down the gig, including Adele, Elton
John, Harry Styles and the Spice Girls.

They are said to have declined because
of scheduling clashes or touring commit-
ments. But the Mail on Sunday said singer
Kylie Minogue had refused given increased
republican sentiment in her native Australia,
where Charles is also king. Some 20,000
members of the public and invited guests are
set to attend in person, with the live event
also broadcast on radio and online.

Other confirmed performers in the line-
up include opera star Bryn Terfel, the sing-
er-songwriter Freya Ridings and compos-
er-producer Alexis Ffrench. Perry—who
performed for US President Joe Biden’s
inauguration in 2021 -- as well as Take That
and Richie all have links to Charles’s char-

Take That, Lionel Richie, Katy Perry and

Lionel Richie and Katy Perry

itable foundations. Richie, who at 73 is just
a year younger than the king, said the con-
cert would be an “honor and a celebration”.

Bocelli has previously performed for
Charles’s mother, Queen Elizabeth I, who
died in September last year aged 96. He was
among a star-studded lineup headlined by
Diana Ross for the late monarch’s Platinum
Jubilee concert marking her 70th year on
the throne last June. Further names for the
Coronation Concert will be announced in due
course, the BBC said.

Despite the coronation being the first
since 1953 and an event most Britons alive

have never witnessed, public interest cur-
rently appears lacking. Coronation coins
have been minted, special chinaware pro-
duced and even a crown emoji made to mark
the occasion at Westminster Abbey. But a
YouGov poll of more than 3,000 people pub-
lished Friday indicated that just over a third
(35 percent) “do not care very much” about
the event.

Just under a third (29 percent) said they
“do not care at all’, with apathy greatest
among younger age groups. About a quar-
ter (24 percent) of all respondents said they
cared “a fair amount” and only about one in
10 people (nine percent) said they cared “a
great deal”. Nonetheless, 46 percent of Brit-
ons said they would likely watch or take part
in celebrations, including street parties and
community lunches on May 8, which has
been declared a public holiday.

Preparations were ongoing for the solemn
religious ceremony, whose roots date back
more than a millennium, and the guest list fi-
nalized. Charles’s younger son Prince Harry
is set to attend, despite his public criticisms
of the royal family since moving to the United
States in early 2020. The former British army
captain’s actress wife, Meghan, however, will
remain in California with their two young chil-
dren.—AFP

Alain Delon thanks women for success in new hook

multuous relationships and scandal, but

controversial French film icon Alain Delon
says his successful career was “due to women
and for women” in a new book about his life.

The 87-year-old has never published an au-
tobiography, so “Amours et Memoires” (Loves
and Memories), out May 5 in France, may come
closest, featuring a long preface by the actor and
interviews with friends and co-stars such as Bri-
gitte Bardot, Sophia Loren and Jane Birkin.

The book dissects the films that made De-
lon the epitome of brooding cool, including
1960s classics such as “Purple Noon” and “The
Samurai”. For this, he thanks the many wom-
en in his life, such as Romy Schneider, with
whom he starred in “The Swimming Pool” and
had a stormy, on-off relationship, and his wife
from 1964 to 1969, Nathalie Delon, who had to
share him with many other women. “l had never
dreamed of being an actor. | started acting and
continued to act due to women and for women,”
Delon writes.

I Iis off-screen life may have been full of tu-

French artists Muriel Robin, Alain Delon, Carole Laure, Sheila, Enrico Macias, Rosy Varte and
Joélle Ursull attend the TV show “coup de coeur”, on June 10, 1990 in Paris.—AFP

“Love has always pushed me to go fur-
ther,” he adds. He also praises filmmakers
who “trained and refined me”, such as Luchino
Visconti, who directed him in “The Leopard”
(1963) and Joseph Losey for “Mr Klein” (1976).
Much less space is given to the more contro-
versial segments of his life, such as the child
he reportedly fathered with singer Nico and
refused to acknowledge, the allegations of vi-
olence against women and his own children,

links to the criminal underworld and support for
the far-right National Front. In a letter printed in
the book, Bardot describes him as having “the
majesty of a lion... the mystery of a black pan-
ther... the teeth of a wolf”. Not one to shy away
from melodrama, Delon concludes his preface
by saying: “If | should die tommorow, may God
make it from love... | want people to say of me:
‘He suffered often, he sometimes made mis-
takes, but he loved.” —AFP

Veiled man unmasked in Kenyan
women's chess tournament

young man wearing a nigab
A;’md glasses played four
ounds of the Nairobi Women’s
Chess Open before being exposed.
“I don’t think anything like it has ever
happened anywhere in the world,”
said John Mukabi, secretary gener-
al of the Kenyan Chess Federation.
Mukabi said that after the imposter
was unmasked he explained that he
had done it because he had a bet-
ter chance of winning the women’s
competition prize money. The 31st
Kenya Open, an international chess
competition in Nairobi from April
6-10, attracted 445 participants, with
84 entries in the women’s tourna-
ment. One veiled player, silent and
elusive, attracted increasing suspi-
cion as the rounds progressed.
“The first hint that there was
something wrong was when | went
around with a photographer to take
pictures of the competition,” Muk-
abi told AFP on Sunday. “When we
went back to the computer to put in
the names, the name was Milicent
Awour. We were expecting a Mus-
lim name. It was a bit odd but it is
possible that there are people with
Christian names who are Muslims.”
He said match officials were
also developing doubts. “The arbi-
ters also noticed something: after

games, this person disappears and
only comes back with a few min-
utes to the start of the next round,”
said Mukabi. “Somebody also no-
ticed that the shoulders looked more
male than female... Even the rubber
shoes he was wearing, they were
mostly associated with men.”

The mystery competitor was also
scoring good results. “The other
thing is he had defeated a very ex-
perienced lady, who participated six
times in the World Chess Olympiad
for Kenya,” said Mukabi. After round
four, the officials made their move.
It was checkmate in one. “After that
game, the arbiters took him aside
and one female arbiter went with
him to the washrooms where he
was asked to remove the hijab. On
reaching there, he immediately just
admitted that he was a male. He was
withdrawn and the scores reversed.”

“He said financial problems led
him to do that,” said Mukabi. “In the
men’s section, he had no chance at
all, we had Grand Masters, Interna-
tional Masters...” The young man,
who is a student at the University
of Nairobi, is due to appear be-
fore the Kenyan chess federation’s
disciplinary committee next week.
He faces a suspension of several
years.—AFP
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People take part in mass water fights during the first day of Songkran, or Thai New Year, on Khao San Road in Bangkok.—AFP photos.
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Bangkok revels in first
post-pandemic Songkran festival

ater pistols, hose pipes and smiles
Wwere in abundance on the streets of

Bangkok Thursday, as the city cele-
brated the Thai new year festival Songkran af-
ter a three-year pandemic-related hiatus.

While the three-day celebrations include
paying respect to elders and sprinkling wa-
ter over Buddha statues, the festival is also a
chance for younger Thais and foreigners to in-
dulge in a little booze-fuelled revelry.

The ever-chaotic megalopolis saw a huge
water fight take place at close to 200 official
sites, with smaller bouts of liquid-based clash-
es breaking out in neighbourhoods across the
city, as residents welcomed a return to normal-
ity after years of tough Covid measures.

Thai reveller Phoranee Sukjee, 29, said she
was hopeful the revival of the festival would
boost the country’s economy, which was bat-
tered by the pandemic. “Though some places
in Bangkok are still quiet, things would defi-
nitely get better,” she said.

City governor Chadchart Sittipunt urged cit-
izens to wear colourful shirts and respect tra-
ditional Songkran activities in an alcohol-free
family-friendly environment.

By midday, however, the floral shirts on
backpacker hotspot Khao San Road were
already drenched, the beers cracked, and
the music blasting as Thais and foreigners
soaked each other with brightly coloured
water guns. “It’s already blown out our ex-
pectations, it’s so much fun,” said drenched

Californian Parker Core, 24, who booked a
last-minute trip from Malaysia.

“We have nothing like it in America,” he said.

Further along the road -- lined with tubs of-
fering refills -- Julia Grinina laughed as her nine
and eight-year-old children tore through the
crowds, each armed with water guns.

“We came here to get sprayed, we knew
what we were coming for,” said the 34-year-
old from Kazakhstan, who now lives in Pattaya.

At either end of the street stalls selling water
pistols, protective plastic phone covers, and
20-baht (60 US cents) water refills were doing
a brisk trade, with the vendors and their chil-
dren soaking merry customers.

“I'm glad because the authorities have
allowed us to splash water like we used
to,” said orange vendor Wattana Kunpang.
“They allowed us to splash water, drink, eat,
and they also relaxed the regulations so |
think foreign tourists would enjoy this,” the
46-year-old added.

Dangerous roads

Many Thais use the long holiday weekend
to travel home to see friends and family, with
road accidents peaking during the period.

At least 63 people were killed and hundreds
injured in crashes on Wednesday, local me-
dia reported, with authorities urging people to
drive safely during the holiday and promising
to levy harsh penalties on those driving while
intoxicated.

Across the border in neighbouring Myan-
mar -- where the Buddhist festival is known as
Thingyan -- the formerly boisterous celebra-
tions were muted, with a few hundred celebrat-
ing in parks in the commercial capital Yangon.

Since the 2021 coup, many have chosen not
to celebrate the festival, with last year’s Thing-
yan marked by a heavy security presence on
the streets. This year’s festival was also over-
shadowed by a junta air strike on a village in
Myanmar’s central Sagaing region earlier in the
week, which reportedly killed more than 100

Can music festivals
actually go green?

C oachella brings adrenaline-fueled sets to
hundreds of thousands of festival-goers who
gather in the California desert -- and it also
leaves behind a lot of trash.

Beyond the plastic cups and water bottles strewn
about each day, there’s also the immense energy
use of floodlights and earsplitting speakers.

Coachella is far from alone: music festivals
across the United States and beyond are big busi-
ness, and for all the talk of sustainability, the bottom
line usually wins out. The carbon footprint of throngs
of people, along with artists and their entourages,
traveling to attend such festivals should not be un-
derestimated, says Kim Nicholas, a climate scholar
at Sweden’s Lund University.

“That’s way bigger than the energy and waste
use in production at the festival itself,” she told AFP.

“l think by far the most important step to make
festivals truly low carbon and sustainable is to re-
duce the distance and the carbon intensity of trav-
el.” That’s not happening at Coachella, which is
some three hours east of Los Angeles.

The festival does have a carpooling initiative re-
warding those who arrive in groups by car.

Still, the fields surrounding the grounds are trans-

Attendees bring items to a recycling center on the
grounds of the Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival.

people, including young children.—AFP

Workers pick up trash on the grounds during the
first week of the Coachella Valley Music and Arts
Festival.—AFP photos

formed into gargantuan parking lots with gridlocked
traffic that lasts for days.

And the rare snowcaps on the San Jacinto
Mountains that tower over the festival are an eerie
reminder of California’s abnormal winter, which in
the past months saw atmospheric rivers, near-re-
cord snow, flooding and fatalities.

Nicholas emphasizes that festivals should be
located in areas easily reachable by public trans-
portation; New York City’s Governor’s Ball, for ex-
ample, was recently moved to Citi Field in Queens
from a more remote island location. The move was
originally done to allow for more distancing in the
era of COVID-19, but it stuck, not least due to easy
subway access. For Nicholas, artists should also
take the initiative.

Musicians should make moves towards “promot-
ing local tours, and making low-carbon travel desir-
able and sexy and cool,” she said. “It’s kind of the
reverse of flying by private jet, and seeing that as
a past social goal or aspiration.” Turkish-born, LA-
based DJ Omer Mesci, who played a set at the fes-
tival, agrees: “As artists we have an audience and
we have a voice, and people tend to listen to us.”

Some acts have made moves: Coldplay at one
point halted touring for environmental reasons --
though they picked back up recently -- and Massive
Attack called for “an urgent and significant reas-
sembly” of the industry after commissioning a study
into live music’s climate impact. —AFP

s is the norm for people their age, the mem-
bers of Generation Z’s first all-female sierre-

no group met online, sliding into each oth-
er's DMs in the hopes of making music.

Flash forward and the three young women of
Conexion Divina are bringing their unique brand
of Mexican-American “regional” music to Coach-
ella, the premier US desert music festival known
for showcasing some of the world’s best acts.

“It’s really amazing to be here... it’s an hon-
or,” said Liz Trujillo, who recently graduated high
school and is now the lead singer of the band
bringing a “feminine perspective” and “youthful
touch” to sierreno, a style of Mexico’s Norteno
genre that is mainly played with guitars.

Regional Mexican is a broad term covering
many genres developed primarily across rural
Mexico and the southwestern United States, from
mariachi to Tejano.

And it’s expanding on streaming platforms: Ac-
cording to a recent Spotify report, regional Mex-
ican’s popularity on the app grew by 56 percent
between 2021 and 2022, to 5.6 billion streams
globally and 66 million listeners outside of Mexico.

Sierreno has become a favorite of younger

(From left to right) Musicians Sandra Calixto, Liz
Trujillo and Ashlee Valenzuela from Conexion Div-
ina pose for a group portrait during the first week-
end of the Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival
in Indio.—AFP photos

artists, from Conexion Divina to acts like Yahrit-
za y Su Esencia and DannyLux, who also played
Coachella. The subgenre is marked by acous-
tic guitar and bass along with the smaller, high-
er-pitched requinto guitar. And in true Gen Z form,
the youth revitalizing the style are infusing it with
melancholy, yearning and, perhaps most impor-
tantly, inclusivity. —AFP

(From left to right) Musicians Sandra Calixto, Liz Trujillo and Ashlee Valenzuela of Conexion Divina perform
during the first weekend of the Goachella Valley Music and Arts Festival.
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Pakistan street cricket comes to life after dark during Ramadan

Hassan Mohsin, a member of the Pakistan under-19 Cricketer Arbaz Khan plays a shot during the tape ball
night cricket tournament during the Muslim holy fast-
ing month of Ramadan in Karachi.

cricket team plays a shot during the tape ball night

cricket tournament.

Residents watch the tape ball night cricket

fter midnight during Ramadan,
Amakeshift floodlights transform a

central Karachi basketball court into
an urban cricket arena, where dozens
of young Pakistani men chase taped-up
tennis balls zipping through the night air.
Donkeys watch on from the outfield and
goats rummage through nearby piles of
rubbish, breaking occasionally for a pitch
invasion. “After the Taraweeh (special Ra-
madan prayers), people crave entertain-
ment so that is why many play cricket,”
batsman Wagas Danish told AFP. “They
play all night, because some people can’t
wake up for breakfast if they sleep.” Tape-
ball games are ubiquitous across Kara-
chi’s streets throughout the year, but Ra-
madan sees night tournaments pop up in
most neighbourhoods.

The uninitiated may struggle to unrav-
el the mayhem of multiple overlapping
matches in a cramped space, but for Ka-
rachi’s street cricketers, there is method
in the madness. The frenetic matches of
between four and six overs per innings
are concluded before sehri, the meal con-
sumed ahead of daytime fasting.

They range from pick-up games on im-
provised concrete pitches to professional
competitions on dusty ovals. “The kids
and youths can’t afford kits and all the ac-
cessories for playing hard-ball cricket, but
they can easily afford the tape ball,” com-
petition organiser Taqdeer Afridi told AFP
in Karachi.

Money is often involved — even though
gambling is illegal in Pakistan — and
big-hitting mercenaries are occasionally
lured from surrounding neighbourhoods to

tournament.

dan in Karachi.

Cricketer Owais Khan plays a shot during the tape ball night cricket tour-
nament.

Youngsters play during the tape ball night cricket tour-
nament during the Muslim holy fasting month of Rama-

night cricket tournament.

In this picture young cricketers pose for a photograph after winning a tape ball night cricket match during the Muslim holy fasting month

of Ramadan in Karachi. —AFP photos

play under lights that craftily tap into over-
head power lines. A tennis ball is tightly
bound with electrical tape, giving it extra
weight so it swings much like a cricket
ball, yet is less damaging if it hits a specta-
tor, window — or even a passing rickshaw.

‘Amazing’ speed

Matches played in the poorest neigh-
bourhoods can draw hundreds of spec-
tators, with many onlookers admitting

Fitfor aking... and queen: UK royals
serve up ‘Coronation Quiche’ recipe

ove over Coronation Chick-
Men, there’'s a new culinary

concoction with UK royal
approval for the crowning of King
Charles Il and Queen Consort Ca-
milla -- “Coronation Quiche”. Sev-
en decades after the lightly curried
chicken dish was created for Queen
Elizabeth II's crowning, her son on
Monday unveiled the recipe for a
baked savoury tart to mark his cor-
onation next month.

Chosen with his wife, Camilla,
who will also be formally crowned
on May 6, the quiche was selected
“in celebration of Coronation Big
Lunches” occurring over the long
weekend of events, Buckingham
Palace said. The lunches, which aim
to bring neighbours and communi-
ties together to celebrate the coun-
try’s first coronation in 70 years, will
be staged nationwide, primarily on
Monday May 8.

Camilla has been patron of the
associated Big Lunch initiative since
2013. In keeping with Charles’ green
environmental credentials, the new

Coronation Quiche does not contain
meat but instead features spinach,
broad beans and tarragon. The pal-
ace, which unveiled the recipe on-
line, described it as “a deep quiche
with a crisp, light pastry case and
delicate flavours”.

“Eat hot or cold with a green sal-
ad and boiled new potatoes -- per-
fect for a Coronation Big Lunch,” it
added, also releasing a video of a
palace chef making the savoury dish
from scratch.

Coronation Chicken -- a bright
yellow dish of cold chicken in a curry
cream sauce with a well-seasoned
dressed salad of rice, green peas
and mixed herbs, served cold -- has
become a British culinary classic.

It was created in 1953 by Con-
stance Spry, then director of Le
Cordon Bleu culinary school in
Winkfield, near Windsor, to appeal
to the tastes of guests from around
the world. She had been tasked with
putting on a banquet for foreign dig-
nitaries after Elizabeth’s coronation
on June 2, 1953.—AFP

elite schools.

that watching cricket all night helps with
the day’s fast. “All day they are sleeping.
Maybe they go to their jobs for four or five
hours,” 19-year-old spectator Rahman
Khan said. After Partition in 1947, cricket
was considered the domain of the upper
class, played at Karachi’s posh clubs and

But as the population boomed through
the 1960s, cricket adapted to the sprawling
metropolis and tennis balls emerged as a

substitute to the hard ball. The cheaper al-
ternative — which also removes the need
for costly equipment like batting pads —
took on several experimental forms in the
following decades, and is credited with
bringing the sport to the everyday Paki-
stani. There is no consensus on when the
first tape ball delivery was bowled or by
who, but legends abound — and the one
thing historians and fans agree on is that it
originated in Karachi.

In this picture commuters ride past cricket players
during the tape ball night cricket tournament.

A young supporter of the winning team hold prize money after the tape ball

“The tennis ball without tape lacked
speed,” said veteran Nasir Ali, who re-
calls the 1980s as the formative years
for the tape-ball game. “On an experi-
mental basis we wrapped the ball with
red tape and when it was bowled the
speed was amazing,” said the 64-year-
old, who hosts an annual competition in
his apartment block’s courtyard.

‘Watch the ball’

From legendary all-rounder Wasim
Akram to modern-day pace star Sha-
heen Shah Afridi, many of Pakistan’s
top players credit street cricket as a
positive influence on their techniques.
“In cricket there is a saying: ‘watch
the ball’ — it doesn’t matter if it is a
tennis ball or a taped ball or a hard
ball,” Pakistan national youth coach
Mohammad Masroor told AFP. “If a
batsman can hit any ball, he can play
cricket.” Watching young cricketers at
a street pitch wedged between an el-
evated expressway and an apartment
block in central Karachi, Masroor said
rules adapted to the urban landscape
hone a batsman’s skills.

A hit back over the bowler’s head
and beyond the residential area on the
full is six runs, but only one run if the
ball rebounds off the apartment build-
ing. Players must also beware of the
“grumpy uncle or aunty” who is unwill-
ing to return a ball hit into their home. A
shot like that can cost a batsman more
than just his wicket: they need to go buy
a new ball, too. “Nothing stops them,”
said Masroor, grinning.—AFP

J-Hope of BTS to begin mandatory
South Korean military service

TS star J-Hope was set to start
Bhis mandatory South Korean mil-

itary service on Tuesday, local
media reported, the second member
to report for duty since the K-pop jug-
gernaut went on hiatus last year. The
septet has become a global cultural
phenomenon, selling out stadiums and
dominating charts while raking in bil-
lions for South Korea’s economy and
building an international legion of fans
known as ARMY.

But all able-bodied South Korean
men must serve at least 18 months
in the military, and after a years-
long debate about whether BTS de-
served an exemption, Jin, the old-
est member of the group, began his
service in December.

J-Hope — whose full name is Jung
Ho-seok — was set to begin his five-
week basic training at an army boot
camp in Gangwon province on Tues-
day, Yonhap News Agency reported.

The 29-year-old posted pictures
of himself with a buzzcut on the
South Korean social media platform
Weverse on Monday.

“I love you, ARMY. I'll go and come
back safely!” he said. The post attract-
ed thousands of comments from fans,
with many expressing sorrow over the
group’s ongoing hiatus.

“Be careful and stay healthy... Say hi
to Jin for us, please? We will miss you
so much!” one wrote. “It suits you so
well,” another wrote of J-Hope’s buzz-
cut. Jin left the comment “D-1” on one
of J-Hope’s Weverse posts on Monday
— anod to the fact he had one day left
before the start of his service.

The septet’s agency HYBE had con-
firmed on April 1 that J-Hope would be-
gin his service, but did not disclose de-

In this file photo South Korean K-pop boy band BTS member J-Hope poses for a photo session
during a press conference on BTS new album ‘BE (Deluxe Edition)’ in Seoul.—AFP

tails “to prevent any issues that might
occur from crowding”.

“The entrance ceremony is a time
to be observed by military personnel
and their families only,” it had said.
“Fans are advised to refrain from vis-
iting the site.”

‘Excited’

J-Hope said during a livestream
with fans last week that he was “ex-
cited” about his time in the military. “It
will be a new experience, and | will be
learning to fit into a new society, and
I’'m excited about that,” he said. “In the
meantime, what | look forward to is liv-
ing each day in a normal way, which
is different from my usual lifestyle. This
could make me healthier.”

The band had cited exhaustion and
the pressures of stratospheric success

while dropping their bombshell hiatus
announcement last year, saying they
were taking a break to focus on their
solo careers. Analysts have ques-
tioned what the future holds for the
group after all seven members com-
plete their military service. Some male
K-pop stars have struggled to resume
their careers after military service in
a cut-throat industry where artists are
easily replaceable. “During the ab-
sence, (BTS) could lose their public
interest, and the decline in popularity
will damage their business,” Lee Taek-
gwang, a communications professor at
Kyung Hee University, told AFP.

“It would not be easy for the boy
band to reunite... this is not only the
problem of BTS but also the problem
of almost all (South Korean) boy bands
and male celebrities.”—AFP
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Kings leave Warriors in a hole as
Sixers beat Nets to take 2-0 lead

LOS ANGELES: The Sacramento Kings deleated
the Golden State Warriors 114-106 to take a 2-0 lead
over the NBA champions after a bruising game two
in their best-of-seven Western Conference playoff
series on Monday. After edging a thrilling game one
on Saturday, the Kings once again proved too much
for the Warriors in another pulsating postseason
battle between the two Northern Californian rivals
in Sacramento.

De’Aaron Fox and Domantas Sabonis led the
Sacramento scoring with 24 points apiece in a
stormy encounter that saw Warriors stalwart Dray-
mond Green ejecled after stamping on the chest of
Sabonis in the fourth quarter. The victory leaves
the Kings on pole position as the series heads to
San Francisco for game three on Thursday. “We
came oul here tonight and everyone fought, we
were locked in,” Sabonis told TNT television. “It’s
playoff basketball. We're here to fight. Every time
we step on the floor we're going to give everything
for our tleam-males and our [ranchise.”

Sabonis was reluctant to be drawn on the explo-
sive fourth-quarter tangle with Green that led to the
Warriors veteran being lossed. Green was ¢jected
after appearing to aim a stamp on Sabonis’s chest
as the Kings player held on to his ankle as he lay on
the courl. “We were both fighting for the rebound,
we fell on each other, stuff happens, it's basketball.
We've gol Lo move on Lo the next play,” Sabonis said.

Green pinned the blame on Sabonis. “I've got to
land my fool somewhere,” Green said. “I can only
step so far when I'm pulling my leg away. It is what
it is.” Steph Curry led the Warriors scoring with 28
points while Andrew Wiggins finished with 22 and
Klay Thompson 21. However the Warriors were left
ruing a litany of 20 turnovers that gave up cheap

N Zealand survive
Iftikhar onslaught
to win 3rd Pak T20

LAHORE: All-rounder James Neesham held his
nerve in the final over to give New Zealand a
dramatic four-run win over Pakistan in the third
120 international in Lahore on Monday despite
[ftikhar Ahmed’s brilliant innings. Ahmed brought
Pakistan back into the contest from 88-7 with a
whirlwind 24-ball 60 as they allempled Lo chase
down New Zealand’s 163-5.

Needing 15 to win from Neesham’s final over,
he hit a six and a four to reduce the target to five
off the last three deliveries. Bul Neesham had
Ahmed caught at long-on by Daryl Mitchell and
then after a dot ball dismissed last man Haris Rauf
in the same manner. “It was a greal game and il’s
satisfying to get across the line and keep the se-
ries alive,” said visiting captain Tom Latham.

“I think the whole squad will take a lot of
confidence [rom this match moving forward. The
three early Pakistan wickels in the powerplay
sel us up and we pride ourselves on our fielding
and keep the bar high every time we set fool
into the middle.”

Ahmed led the fightback with Faheem Ashrafl
as the pair added 61 for the eighth wicket, with
Ashraf holing out after a 14-ball 27 studded with
two sixes and as many fours. Ahmed smashed six
sixes and three fours. The victory means New
Zealand trail the five-match series 2-1 after Paki-
stan won the first two games, by 88 and 38 runs,
also in Lahore. The last two matches are in Rawal-
pindi on April 20 and 24.

Pakistan lost wickels al regular intervals with
prolific opening pair Babar Azam (one) and Mo-
hammad Rizwan (six) both gone by the fourth
over with the score on just 17. Azam was caught
at third man off pacer Adam Milne while Rizwan
was [ound short of his crease afler lrying Lo lake
a sharp single. Pakistan were further jolted by
left-arm spinner Rachin Ravindra who dismissed
Fakhar Zaman (17) and Imad Wasim for lhree
while Saim Ayub fell to Neesham for 10.

Ish Sodhi dismissed Shaheen Shah Afridi for
six and Milne accounted for Shadab Khan for 16,
leaving Pakistan reeling. The hosts battled back
thanks to Ahmed, but were bowled oul {rom the
final ball on 159. “We didn’t bat well enough to-
night,” said Pakistan skipper Azam. “We kept los-
ing wickels al crucial stages, because of which the
pressure kept building throughout the run chase,
but our bowling has been superb this series.”

Earlier, New Zealand’s innings was anchored
by Latham’s 64 after winning the toss. Latham,
who hil seven fours and Lwo sixes, added 65 for
the third wicket with Mitchell who scored a 26-
ball 33. Mark Chapman made 16 nol out off nine
balls as New Zealand managed to score 51 in the
last five overs. Shaheen — playing his 50th T201
— took 2-33 while his fellow pacer Rauf finished
with 2-31. —AFP

LAHORE: New Zealand’s Mark Chapman plays a shot
during the second Twenty20 cricket match between

Pakistan and New Zealand at the Gaddafi Cricket
Stadium on April 15, 2023. —AFP

points to Sacramento, who led from carly in the sec-
ond quarter.

Golden State clawed their way back from a
14-point third-quarter deficit to tie it at 93-93 mid-
way through the fourth. But Sacramento responded
to pull clear down the stretch and close out a gutsy
win. “We didn't play well enough to win a playoff
game on the road,” Warriors coach Steve Kerr said.
“With that said, it was a tic game with a few minutes
left. “We know we have to play better, and we will
play better. These guys are champions. The way our
guys lought showed what they're made of.”

Sixers dominate Nets

In Monday’s other playoff game, Tyrese Maxey
scored 33 points as the Philadelphia 76ers defeated the
Brooklyn Nets 96-84 Lo lake a 2-0 lead in their Eastern
Conlference series. Maxey’s haul from 13-0[-23 shoot-
ing included six from three-point range as Brooklyn
finally succumbed after making a bright start thal saw
them lead by 10 points in the second quarter.

Brooklyn were left ruing their inability to make
the most of their first-hall dominance against a slug-
gish-looking Sixers, who nevertheless restricted the
Nets to just a five-point advantage as the teams
went in for half-time at Philadelphia’s Wells Fargo
Center. Philadelphia’s adjustments paid dividends in
the third and fourth quarters, with the Sixers out-
scoring Brooklyn 24-14 in the third before wrapping
up victory in the fourth.

Joel Embiid, double-teamed throughout, fin-
ished with 20 points and 19 rebounds while laying
on seven assists as Maxey and Tobias Harris (20
points) shouldered the offensive responsibilities.
“He trusts in me, and he trusts in Tobias to make
the big shots tonight, and that’s what we did,”

LOCAL SPORTING ROUNDUP

KUWAIT: Kuwait Sports Club volleyball team were crowned champion of the 56th edi-

tion of the local federation’s cup championship for the 2022-2023 season after they
defeated Qadisiya 3-0 in the final match. Kuwait won 28/26 25/22 27/25. Kuwait has
won this championship 18 times, Qadisiya 17, Kazma 13, Arabi 7 and Jahra once.

PHILADELPHIA: Mikal Bridges of the Brooklyn Nets shoots the ball during the game against the Philadelphia

76ers on April 17, 2023 at the Wells Fargo Center. —AFP

Maxey said of Embiid’s selfless performance.
Philadelphia coach Doc Rivers admitted his team
had been lucky Lo face only a five-point deficit head-
ing into half-time. “I thought we wasted the whole
first half,” Rivers said. “We were fortunate. At half-
time they could have been up more with the way we
played. We're a belter team than the way we played

in the first half. “But this is what the playoffs are all
aboul — il’s gonna Llest your lrusl. This was an early
Lest for us, and we came through it.” Cameron John-
son led the Brooklyn scoring with 28 points while
Mikal Bridges finished with 21 and Spencer Dinwid-
die 12. Game three in the series takes place in Brook-
lyn on Thursday. —AFP

KUWAIT: Kuwait Tomooh Disabled Sports Club held its annual Ramdhan ghabga for club

employees. Chairman of Tomooh Club Jassem Al-Nouri thanked the previous board and
appreciated their efforts in placing solid foundations for a promising sports entity that was
able to create an outstanding nucleus of players in all games and made many achieve-
ments in regional and international arenas.

KUWAIT: Kuwait Bowling Club organized its Ramadan championship under the patronage of Chairman Sheikh Talal Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah, with 100 players of both
genders participating. Mohammad Abdullah won the open category, followed by Hassan Qasem in second place and Mustafa Al-Mousawi in third. Meanwhile, in the

under-20 category, Nasser Al-Hajras won first place, Abdelrazaqg Mohammad second and Hassan Qasem third. In the women’s category, Niveen Wasel won first place,

Jean Wawi second and Liza Khanifa third.

Chennai survive
Du Plessis-Maxwell
storm to beat B’lore

BENGALURU: Chennai Super Kings held on for an
eight-run win over Royal Challengers Bangalore in a
high-scoring IPL. match on Monday, despite a blister-
ing partnership from Faf du Plessis and Glenn Maxwell.
A game billed as the clash between Indian superstars
Virat Kohli and M.S. Dhoni saw a record-equaling 33
sixes hit in Bengaluru.

The IPL has witnessed that number of sixes in a
game thrice, with Chennai involved each time. Devon
Conway and Shivam Dube blasted 83 and 52 respec-
tively to help Chennai post a commanding 226-6 bat-
ting first. “Dube is a clean hitter, is a tall guy with good
reach,” Dhoni said of the 29-year-old. “He can hit spin-
ners. He needs to believe that he can score runs in the
middle overs more than us because he has the talent.”

Four-time champions Chennai moved to third in
the 10-team table with three wins in five matches. But

Lanka wipe out
wilting Ireland
in first Test

GALLE: Ten wickels from Prabath Jayasuriva helped Sri
Lanka thrash Ireland by an innings and 280 runs on Tues-
day, in one of the biggest winning margins in Test history. In
Sri Lanka’s biggesl win as well as Ireland’s worst defeal Lo
date, the visitors were bundled out for 168 on day three in a
humid seaside Galle stadium after being made to follow-on.

“(Ireland) are new Lo this format and they are still learn-
ing about this format. But I think they were really good and
in future they will be a good tleam as well,” Sri Lanka skipper
Dimuth Karunaratne said afterwards. It was the 12th-largest
innings victory in Test history, behind England’s win over
the West Indies in 2007 by an innings and 283 runs.

Sri Lanka’s previous biggest win was when they ham-
mered Zimbabwe by an innings and 254 runs in 2004 in Bu-
lawayo. Ireland have now lost all five of their matches since

Bangalore skipper Du Plessis (62) and Maxwell (76)
brought the home crowd alive in a blazing partnership
of 126. The pair lore into the opposition attack, striking
12 sixes between them after losing two early wickets in-
cluding Kohli for six in the first over.

Dhoni played his part with two high caltches to dis-
miss the dangerous pair, with Maxwell and Du Plessis
[alling in the space of two overs. Sri Lankan myslery
spinner Maheesh Theekshana removed Maxwell after
his 36-ball blitz, including eight hits over the boundary,
and England spinner Moeen Ali sent back Du Plessis.

Dinesh Karthik attempted to keep up the attack with
his 14-ball 28 but Chennai regained control with regular
wickels as Bangalore failed o keep up with the asking rate.
With 19 runs needed Lo win from the final over, Matheesha
Pathirana, a fast bowler with a slinging action, kept his calm
to give away just 10 and Bangalore ended on 218-8. “DK
finishing the game, thal’s bread and butler for him, but that
shows how good their bowling was,” Du Plessis said. “At
the toss, I said 200 was par, it was 10-15 too many.” New
Zealand opener Conway sel the tone for the match with his
45-ball knoclk, laced with six sixes, as he put on big partner-
ships with Ajinkya Rahane and then Dube. Rahane smashed
37 before being bowled by Sri Lankan spinner Wanindu
Hasaranga but Conway kept up the charge with Dube for
company in a partnership of 80 off 37 balls. Bangalore at-

securing Test status in 2017. Their previous biggest defeat
was to England by 143 runs in 2019. In the first Test between
the two sides, Sri Lanka made Ireland’s fielders Loil from the
start, racking up 591 for 6 in their {irst innings before declar-
ing on day two. Karunaratne top scored with a masterful
179 while Kusal Mendis posted 140. Dinesh Chandimal and
Sadeera Samarawickrama then hil unbeaten hundreds. Sri
Lanka then had Ireland on the ropes on 4-2 before bowling
them out for 143 with Jayasuriya taking a career-best 7-52
and Lorcan Tucker lop-scoring with 45. With a first-innings
lead of 448, Sri Lanka enforced the follow on, reducing them
to 40-5 before lunch but Harry Tector and Curtis Campher
resisted with a 60-run stand.

The partnership was broken when Nishan Madushka
pulled off a good reflex catch at short leg to dismiss Cam-
pher for 30 and give Ramesh Mendis his second wicket in
the innings. Mendis finished with four wickets, becoming
after his 11th appearance the joint-fastest Sri Lankan to get
50 Test wickets alongside off-spinner Dilruwan Perera.

Tector, a tall 23-year-old right-handed batter, looked
impressive with solid defense despite copping a nasty blow
on the ribs from a Asitha Fernando delivery. But his prom-
ising innings was cut short when he pushed one to mid-off
and hurried for a single but there was no response from the

BENGALURU: Chennai Super Kings’ Ajinkya Rahane
is clean bowled during the Indian Premier League
(IPL) Twenty20 cricket match against Royal Chal-

lengers Bangalore at the M Chinnaswamy Stadium
on April 17, 2023. —AFP

tempted to pull things back with the wickets of Conway,
who was named man of the match, and Dube, who departed
alter a 27-ball innings. But Moeen steered the team to the
mammoth total with his unbeaten nine-ball 19. —AFP

GALLE: Ireland’s Curtis Campher plays a shot as Sri
Lanka’s wicketkeeper Sadeera Samarawickrama

looks on at the Galle International Cricket Stadium
on April 18, 2023. — AFP

non-striker. Midway down the pitch, he turned back; slipped
and despite a dive couldn't save himself, departing for 42.
Jayasuriya bagged another three scalps, including the final
one lo fall, rapping Ben While leg-before for one. —AFP
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On-fire Haaland shows Bayern
Munich what they are missing

BERLIN: When Erling Haaland takes the field for
Manchester City on Wednesday in Munich, the Nor-
wegian will face the club who tried Lo sell the farm
to buy him but failed. Bayern’s late first-leg capitula-
tion in Manchester means the six-time winners need
Lo overcome a 3-0 deficil to make it through Lo the
semis. Not only must Bayern do so against Europe’s
form team, but they need to somehow find the goals
that the toothless front-line have lacked in 2023.

Midway through the second hall at the Elihad,
Bayern, 1-0 down after a Rodri wonder goal, were
dominating possession and had carved oul sev-
eral chances, but failed to put any away. Then, in a
six-minute period, the brutally efficient Haaland
showed what Bayern were missing up front, setting
up a goal and then scoring another to put City on
course for the semifinals.

While Haaland’s flurry likely sunk Bayern’s Cham-
pions League hopes then and there, the seeds for
their struggles were planted late last season, when
the German champions tried and failed to sign the
Norwegian.

‘How good is Haaland?’
Bayern sporting director Hasan Salihamidzic was

Australia embraces
Norman’s rebel LIV
with sellout crowds

ADELAIDE: The rebel LIV Golf tour has faced re-
sistance [rom lraditionalists and sparked a civil war in
the sport, but many in Australia are embracing it with
the nation’s inaugural event this week a sellout. Tour
boss Greg Norman has long wanted to see top-level
golfl as a regular feature in his homeland, which has
been starved of big tournaments and high-profile
players, largely because of its isolated location.
Although LIV is controversially backed by Saudi
money and seen as gimmicky with its 54-hole no-
cut format, Australian golf fans have jumped at the
chance to see major winners in action. Dustin John-
son, Phil Mickelson and Brooks Koepka will all tee
off in Adelaide, along with home hero and British
Open champion Cameron Smith. They will do bat-
e from Iriday to Sunday at The Grange Golf Club
for the richest tournament ever on Australian shores
— US$20 million in prize money across individual

Hurts becomes NFL’s
top-paid player with
Eagles extension

NEW YORK: Philadelphia quarterback Jalen Hurts,
who led the Eagles into last secason’s Super Bowl, be-
came the NFLs highest-paid player on Monday after
agreeing Lo a [ive-year conlracl exlension worth $255
million. The Eagles locked up the 24-year-old signal
caller through the 2028 campaign with a deal that,
according o the NFLs websile, has $179.304 million
in guaranteed money and the first no-trade clause in
team history. Hurts went 14-1 as a slarter last season,
compleling 66.5% ol his passes for 3,701 yards and
22 touchdowns and rushing 165 times [or 760 yards
and 13 touchdowns. After the Eagles’ 2020 NFL
Draft pick led routs of the New York Giants and San

Mahomes ankle

sore but vows to
be ready for Chiefs

NEW YORK: Patrick Mahomes, who guided the Kansas
City Chiefs to a Super Bowl victory in February, says his
high right ankle sprain isn't fully healed but vows to be ready
when needed. The 27-year-old quarterback who has led the
Chiefs to two NFL crowns in four seasons said Monday as
the club began off-season lraining that he has been regain-
ing quickness over time. “It has been more about just kind
of managing il, getling the mobility back the best I pos-
sibly can,” said Mahomes. “I wouldn’t say I'm 100% but
I've had no... limitations. It’s just when vou go through the
grind of a week of training and you're trying lo push it

not alone in his desire to sign Haaland, but his open
courting of the Norwegian put noses out of joint,
particularly that of star striker Robert Lewandowski.
In 2021, a clip emerged of Salihamidzic on the side-
lines of a Bayern-Dortmund clash, speaking with an
assistant coach after Haaland scored twice in seven
minutes. “How good is Haaland? He’s a machine. I'll
call his agent tomorrow.”

In that malch, Haaland had given Dortmund a 2-0
lead, Bayern fought back to win 4-2 — thanks lo a Le-
wandowski hat-trick. Bayern were willing to tear up
their carelully constructed salary structure to sign
the Norwegian in the summer of 2022. Lewandows-
ki's camp said the striker felt slighted by the German
club’s failure to offer him a longer-term deal, with
Bayern seemingly distracted by their pursuit of Haa-
land.

Lewandowski had scored more than 40 goals
for Bayern in seven straight seasons, scoring a re-
markable 344 goals in 375 appearances. Ultimate-
ly, Bayern’s wandering eye cost them both Haaland
and Lewandowski. Haaland — who later said he “fell
sorry” for Lewandowski, calling Bayern’s treatment
“disrespectful” — left the Bundesliga altogether.

After Lewandowski’s signed with Barcelona, then

and team formats. Ground passes for all three days
quickly sold out, forcing organizers to release extra
tickets to cater for demand.

Such is the interest, for the first time since LIV
took shape and sparked turmoil last year, the gates
will be opened for paying [ans to watch the Pro-Am,
featuring all 48 players on Thursday. “Since the first
day we announced our league was coming Lo The
Grange, the response and support from the people
ol Australia has been overwhelming,” said Norman, a
Lwo-lime major winner who claimed his first litle as a
prolessional al The Grange in 1976.

LIV Golf is reportedly considering a second
event in Australia in 2024 to capitalize on demand,
with talk of a third in the future. Two-time Masters
champion Bubba Watson said there was untapped
potential in Australia as the circuit seeks to broaden
its appeal outside the United States, where interest
in LIV has been more tepid. “When people want us
there (in Australia), then, yeah, we obviously want to
be there as many limes as we can to make them hap-
py,” the American told Australian media last week.
“Nobody’s bad-mouthing us down there.”

LIV later this month will roll on to Singapore, with
Spain, England and Saudi Arabia also on the sched-
ule. LIV, which split the elite golf world by luring

Francisco in the playoffs, Philadelphia lost the Super
Bowl 38-35 to Kansas City despite Hurts throwing
for 304 yards and a louchdown and rushing for Su-
per Bowl records by a quarterback of 70 yards and
three touchdowns.

While the Hurts-Eagles deal is the NFLs biggest
ever in average annual value, Deshaun Walson’s $230
million contract with Cleveland last year remains the
largestin lerms of guaranteed money and the 10-year
deal for $450 million Patrick Mahomes signed with
Kansas City in 2020 remains the largest in total pay-
out. Hurts can carn an additional $15 million in con-
tract incentives to boost his total above $275 million
in the deal, including $4.3 million he would have been
paid in the final year of his original rookie contract.

With a $23.294 million signing bonus, Hurts is
sel Lo make $64 million in the first season of the
new deal. “The thing with Jalen I'm so optimistic
about is he’s just got this incredible... passion for
being phenomenal,” Eagles chairman Jeffrey Lurie
said earlier this month at the NFL annual meeting

and go through the rehab process, but at the same time
you want to make sure you're still building, you might be
a little sore on the weckends. We've done a great job of
pushing it to the right limit to where now I'm throwing
and stuff like that and having no limitations. Running and
cutting there will still be a little limitations going the next
few weeks but I'm happy with where I'm at. We will keep
pushing it and gelling me to the right spot for the begin-
ning of the season.”

Two-lime NFL Mosl Valuable Player Mahomes sul-
fered the injury in a playolf victory over Jacksonville and
aggravated it in the Super Bowl against Philadelphia, but
rallied the Chiefls for a 38-35 victory and took a second
Super Bowl MVP award after throwing for 182 yards and
three touchdowns. Mahomes had to deal with lingering
issues after past foot surgery but hopes to escape such
woes this time. “I feel like the fool was way more seri-
ous than the ankle has been,” Mahomes said. “The foot,
with having the surgery and having that cast on, really cut
my mobility down a loL. So, I really had to work through

Bayern manager Julian Nagelsmann sought to spread
the Poland striker’s goals across a dynamic frontline.
While the approach had immediate effect — Bayern
scored 26 goals in their first six competitive matches
in 2022-23 -- the goals dried up. Nagelsmann re-
verted to backup central striker Eric Maxim Chou-
po-Moling, who again gave Bayern a focal point as
the ‘Stoke City reject’ produced the best form of his
career to score 17 in 28 matches. Choupo-Moting
however looks sel Lo miss Wednesday’s encounter
with back problems.

14 goals in six games

Despite a history of scoring against Bayern —
Haaland has six goals and two assists in cight games
againsl the Bavarians — Tuesday’s 3-0 viclory was
the striker’s first win against the German champions.
He lost seven [rom seven with Dortmund. Since mov-
ing to City, Haaland has been spectacular, smashing
records on the way to scoring 47 goals in 40 ap-
pearances. Coming into Wednesday'’s clash, the Nor-
wegian has somehow managed to up his form, with
a scarcely believable 14 goals in his past six games.

Bayern have eight across the same period, four
ol which came in one malch against a wilting Dort-

away Lop stars from the US PGA Tour and DP World
Tour (formerly the European Tour), completed its
first season in October.

Bad look?

Bankrolled by Saudi Arabia’s Public Investment
IFund, LIV has signed up famous names on big mon-
ey but also caused acrimony and legal ballles with
US and European golf powerbrokers. In contrast, the
much smaller PGA Tour of Australia has said it re-
spects the decision of Smith and other Australians
who defecled to LIV and said they would always be
welcome to play on home soil.

Not everyone is happy though to have LIV in
Australia for the first time. Federal independent MP
Rebekha Sharkie, who represents the electorate
of Mayo, south of Adelaide, said: “I don’t think it’s
a good look at all.” But the players are talking up
what LIV means for golf in Australia now and in
the future. The US PGA Tour has never ventured to
the country and while the European Tour has, those
have been co-sanclioning low-key events. Two-
time Australian Open winner Malt Jones said: “Aus-
tralia has been starved for some real quality ficlds
for golf tournaments for a long time, especially the
international players.” —AFP

Jalen Hurts

in Arizona. “You see thal in the greal ones. You
can define them by their obsession with detail and
work ethic. “I think the [ulure is so greal for him.
Honestly, I don’t know if I've ever met somebody
that mature at age 24.” — AFP

that into the season thal next year. With the ankle, I feel
like we've improved, especially these last few weeks,
a ton. The swelling went down, finally, and 1 don’t have
that soreness as much. With the improvements that we're
making these last few weeks, I have a greal feeling that
by the time we get to training camp it won’t even be any
question at all.”

Mahomes, whose 10-year deal for $450 million signed
with Kansas City in 2020 remains the NFLs largest in
total payout, lost out on the tag as NFLs highest-paid
player on average annual value to Monday’s five-year
deal worth $255 million agreed upon by Philadelphia with
quarterback Jalen Hurts. “He deserves it,” Mahomes said.
“He’s someone that plays the position the right way. He
goes about his business the right way.

It's another milestone for NFL black quarterbacks and
a sign that bigger deals remain for other star signal call-
ers. “Obviously it's great for the quarterback position, the
black quarterbacks that are coming up behind us, them
gelting their deals,” Mahomes said. — AFP

MANCHESTER: Manchester City’s Norwegian striker
Erling Haaland attends a team training session at

Manchester City training ground on April 18,2023, on
the eve of their match against Bayern Munich. — AFP

mund. Big-name signing Sadio Mane has not scored
since Oclober and is relurning from a one-malch
suspension for hitting Leroy Sane in the face after
the first-leg loss to City. Instead, Serge Gnabry will
likely lead the line, the same Gnabry who said in No-
vember he did not consider himself a striker “but it’s
belter than silling on the bench”. — AFP

Goal-shy Inter eye
semis while crisis
looms at home

MILAN: Inter Milan stand on the verge of making
the Champions League semi-finals for the first time
since last being crowned European champions 13
years ago, but all is not well with a goal-shy team
ahead of the visit of Benfica. Last week’s superb 2-0
win in Lisbon gives Inter a great chance of setting
up a blockbuster all-Italian last four lie with either
Napoli or local rivals AC Milan.

Both are teams Inter have had the better of this
season, and Simone Inzaghi’s side have shone more
often than not in the headline matches. But judging
by their domestic form, Inter should be nowhere
near the semis, let alone have any hopes of making
it through to the final in June. Inter have lost more
than a third of their Serie fixtures this season — Sat-
urday’s 1-0 home defeat to Monza their 11th in 30
games — and the win al Benlfica is the only viclory
in their last eight matches. Having taken the title race
down to the final day last season Inter sit outside the
top four, a whopping 24 points behind league lead-
ers Napoli and two behind fourth-placed AC Milan.
Worse, they have lost their last three home matches
without scoring as formerly prolific forwards have
collectively misplaced their shooting boots.

Inter are averaging less than a goal a game in the
second half of the league season, and while Lautaro
Martinez hasn't scored since March 5 in his team’s
last Serie A win, over Lecce, the numbers for the
Argenline’s allacking partners are even worse. Edin
Dzeko has been firing blanks since netting in the
Super Cup against Milan on January 18 and Joaquin
Correa’s drought extends to late October. Rome-
lu Lukaku meanwhile has had a nightmare return
to Inter and will almost certainly be sent back to
Chelsea in the summer after failing to rediscover
the form which made him a Scudetto winner and
idol two seasons ago.

The Belgium forward has scored just three limes
from open play all season, his other four goals in all
compelitions coming from the penalty spot. “Since
the restart we’ve not been al our normal level. For
16 months we were the best attack in the country
and now we're not scoring enough,” said Inzaghi on
Saturday. The atrocious form and the specter of not
reaching next season’s Champions League for a club
whose finances are in disarray has left Inzaghi’s po-
sition at Inter in serious doubt. — AFP

Today’s matches

UEFA Champions League
Inter Milan v Benfica 22:00
belN Sports 2 HD Premium
belN Sports HD 2 English
belIN Sports 1 FR

Bayern Munich v Man City 22:00
beIN 4K HDR
belIN Sports 1 HD Premium

belN Sports HD 1 English

Class

ifieds

Hospitals & Clinics

Sabah Hospital 24812000
Amiri Hospital 22450005
Maternity Hospital 24843100
Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital 25312700
Chest Hospital 24849400
Farwaniya Hospital 24892010
Adan Hospital 23940620
Ibn Sina Hospital 24840300
Al-Razi Hospital 24846000
Physiotherapy Hospital 24874330/9

Clinics
Kaizen center
Rawda
Adaliya
Khaldiya
Kaifan
Shamiya
Shuwaikh
Abdullah Salem
Nuzha

Automated enquiry about the CivilID card is 1889988

Change of Name

I, QUTBUDDIN, holder of passport No.

72690395 do hereby change my name to
QUTBUDDIN (as given name) HAKANI
25716707 (as surname) for all purposes. | will
22517733 henceforth be known in the name QUT-
BUDDIN HAKANI and | also undertake to
22517144 carry out this name change in all my doc-
24848075 uments. (C 3506)
24849807 I, Kashim, S/O Samsher holder of
passport No. R5455215 and H.No N559
24848913 Gali No. 19 Saurabh Vihar Jaitpur
24814507 South Delhi-110044, changed my name
to Kashim Khan, for all future purposes.
22549134 (C 3507) 19/04/23
22526804

| SEKHAR KAKI holder of Indian passport
no L4533078 Indian permanent address
Hno 4112 Rv Nagar Cuddapah Ysr Dist
516003 India residing in Kuwait at present
hereby declare that henceforth my name
will be read as under Given name
SEKHAR and Surname NAGAPPAGARI.
(C 3505) 18/04/23

I, MOHAMMED, holder of Indian pass-
port no. M8399055 having permanent
address in  Mumbai 400 003,
Maharashtra, India residing in Kuwait at
present hereby declare that henceforth
my name will be read as MOHAMMED
BADRI. (C 3503) 17/04/23

For labor-related inquiries and complaints:

Call MSAL HOTLINE 128
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Liverpool hit Leeds for six

LEEDS: Liverpool’s Egyptian striker Mohamed Salah shoots to score their second goal against Leeds United at Elland Road on April 17, 2023. — AFP

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19, 2023

LEEDS: Liverpool crushed Leeds 6-1 as Cody Gak-
po’s controversial opener provided the spark for the
Reds’ first win in five Premier League games on Mon-
day. Jurgen Klopp's side took the lead at Elland Road
when Gakpo’s goal was allowed to stand despite the
ball striking Trent Alexander-Arnold’s arm in the build-
up. It was reported the VAR official did not check the
incident because it happened too far back in the move,
but Leeds were furious at the perceived injustice.

Mohamed Salah rubbed salt into Leeds’” wounds
when he increased Liverpool’s lead four minutes later
before Luis Sinisterra got one back for the struggling
hosts. Diogo Jola’s double, another Salah strike and
Darwin Nunez’s late effort ensured Liverpool ended
their five-game winless run in all competitions. After
coming within a whisker of winning a quadruple last
season, Liverpool have been reduced to scrambling
to reach next season’s Europa League or Europa
Conference League, with the Champions League
seemingly oul of reach.

With that target in mind, the eighth-placed Reds

Kenya double as
Chebet, Obiri rule
Boston Marathon

BOSTON: Evans Chebet and Hellen Obiri stormed
Lo victory in the men’s and women’s races al the
Boston Marathon on Monday to complete a third
straight Kenyan double in the 127th edition of the
long distance-running showpicce. In rainy, cool con-
ditions, defending men’s champion Chebet upstaged
world record-holder Eliud Kipchoge to become the
first man to defend the Boston title since Robert Kip-
koech Cheruiyol’s 2006-2008 hat trick.

Chebet finished in a time of 2hr Smin 54sec, with
Tanzania’s Gabriel Geay second in 2:06:04, and
Chebel’s training partner and fellow Kenyan Benson
Kipruto third in 2:06:04. But there was disappoint-
ment for two-time Olympic champion Kipchoge,
widely regarded as the greatest marathon runner
of all time, who had been bidding to add the Boston
crown to previous marathon victories in Berlin, To-
kyo, London and Chicago.

Kenyan icon Kipchoge trailed home sixth in
2:09:23, around three-and-half-minutes adrift of
Chebet. The 38-year-old had looked perfectly
poised through the opening and mid-stages of the
race bul was broken after a bold attack by Geay al
around the 19-mile mark. As the pack gave chase
to Geay, Kipchoge was rapidly left behind and was
soon nearly 100 meters off the pace. Geay remained
in the lead through 24 miles in a leading trio along-
side Chebet and Kipruto.

But Chebet and Kipruto kicked on in the final two
miles and Chebet led with a mile to go before pulling
away Lo relain his crown. “I'm happy because I know
this course very well,” Chebel told ESPN [ollowing
his win. “I won last year, and now I've won this vear
— so maybe next year I'll come back again.”

While Chebet was able to draw on his experience
from last year lo master Monday’s course, Obiri
pulled off a stunning victory in the women’s event
in what was only her second ever marathon. The

are now within two points of seventh-placed Brigh-
ton. “It’s the best game we've played this season from
all different perspectives,” Klopp said. “My favorite
part was in the 92nd minute when we chased the
poor boy on the ball from Leeds. The counter-press-
ing was the best for, I want to say, decades!”

Klopp has compared fan criticism of Liverpool
potentially not making big-money transfers in the
coming close-season as like a five-year-old asking
for a Ferrari for Christmas. But on the evidence of
this composed display and the recent fightback from
Lwo goals down Lo draw 2-2 with leaders Arsenal,
Liverpool still have the foundations in place for a re-
lurn to prominence next term.

“The second half against Arsenal was super im-
portant to us. We have to do what we did tonight
again and again,” Klopp said. “I hope these one-and-
a-hall games gives us the right sign for the end of the
scason. | would like to see us with the same desire
and passion. That’s the job, to bring it consistently.”

Leeds crumbled again eight days alter their 5-1

BOSTON: Evans Chebet and Hellen Obiri of Kenya
pose with the trophy on the finish line after win-

ning the professional men’s division and profes-
sional women’s division respectively during the
127th Boston Marathon on April 17, 2023. — AFP

33-year-old has spent most of her career racing over
shorter distances, winning two world championship
gold medals in 2017 and 2019 over 5,000m, as well
as silvers over the same distance at the 2016 and
2020 Olympics.

Obiri, who only raced a marathon for the first
time in New York last November where she placed
sixth, kept her composure in a hard-fought race to
win in Zhr 2Imin 38sec. Ethiopia’s Amane Beriso was
second in 2:21:50 while Israel’s Lonah Salpeter took
third in 2:21:57. It was a remarkable performance by
Obiri, who only confirmed her partlicipation in Bos-
ton last month following urging by her coach.

“First of all I didn’t wanl Lo come because my
heart was somewhere else, but the coach told me
‘My heart says you should go for Boston,” Obiri said
afterwards. “I said no, because il’s a strong field. But
he said, ‘You've trained well, something Lells me go
to Boston.” I'm very happy because il’s a surprise to
me. Bul [ was feeling like my body was ready, and
everything was ready.”

Obiri bided her time before hilting the front with
around half a mile to go, pumping her arms and driv-
ing her legs through the rain to drop the chasing
pack. “The coach told me that marathons are about
palience, patience, patience until the last minute,”
Obiri said. “So I just tried to be patient.” — AFP

home defeal against Cryslal Palace and sil just two
points above the relegation zone with seven games
left. Javi Gracia’s team were booed off after becom-
ing only the second club o concede five or more
home goals in successive Premier League games.

Rampant Reds

After marking the 34th anniversary of the Hills-
borough disaster before kick-off, Liverpool quickly
seized the momentum before their dubious opener
in the 35th minute. Alexander-Arnold blocked Junior
Firpo’s pass with his elbow before picking out Salah.
When Salah passed back to Alexander-Arnold, the
right-back squared for Gakpo to slot home from
close range.

Leeds were fuming, only for VAR to opt against
checking the incident despite their protests. Gak-
po’s fifth goal since signing from PSV Eindhoven in
January was followed by the latest example of Salah
tormenting Leeds. Salah’s eighth goal in six appear-
ances against Leeds came in ruthless fashion. Jola

Argentina replaces

Indonesia as U-20
World Cup host

BUENOS AIRES: Argentina will host the Under-20
World Cup from May 20 to June 11, FIFA said Mon-
day, after taking the tournament from Indonesia just
weeks belore kick-off. Having been awarded hosting
rights, Argentina will also participate in Indonesia’s
place. The team had failed to qualify on merit. “FIFA
is delighted to announce that this year’s edition of the
FIFA U-20 World Cup will take place in Argentina, as
the home of the world champions opens its doors to
tomorrow’s superstars of world football,” FIFA pres-

UK climate activists
disrupt World
Snooker Championship

SHEFFIELD: Climate activists from the ‘Just Stop Oil
group were arrested after disrupting the World Snook-
er Championship on Monday, with one throwing orange
powder on the table at the Crucible Theatre. Joe Per-
ry’s first-round match against Robert Milkins had to be
stopped when a man jumped onto the table and emptied a
bag of orange powder across the green baize.

Stunned fans watched on as half of the table and many
of the balls were covered in the cloud of powder, with the
man kneceling on the baize for several seconds before a secu-
rily guard dragged him away. The man was wearing a while
t-shirt emblazoned with the slogan ‘Just Stop Oil’ on the back.

On the other table at the Sheffield arena, the match be-
tween Mark Allen and Fan Zhengyi was interrupted when
a woman, also wearing a ‘Just Stop Oil t-shirt, tried to get
on the baize at the same time as the male protestor. She
was dragged off by referee Olivier Marteel before any
powder was thrown.

was allowed Lo advance unchecked before slipping a
pass Lo Salah, who finished with unerring precision.

Ibrahima Konale handed Leeds a goal in the 47th
minute when the Liverpool center-back allowed him-
self Lo be dispossessed by Sinisterra on the edge of
the area. Sinisterra gratefully accepted the gift as he
clipped his shot over the exposed Alisson Becker. But
Leeds’ comeback hopes were extinguished within
five minutes as Curtis Jones’ raking pass picked out
Jota, who drilled past Illan Meslier from just inside
the area for his first league goal in 12 months.

VAR did disallow a Liverpool goal when Salah’s
effort was ruled out for offside against Virgil van
Dijk, but the rampant Reds still bagged their fourth
of the night in the 64th minute. Gakpo took Andrew
Robertson’s pass and teed up Salah for an emphatic
finish from six vards. Jota swept in Jordan Hender-
son’s cross after 73 minutes before Nunez put the
final flourish on Liverpool’s powerful performance
when he controlled Alexander-Arnold’s pass on his
chest and fired home in the 90th minute. — AFP

ident Gianni Infantino said in a statement. FIFA with-
drew hosting rights from Indonesia last month after
protests against the Zionist entity’s participation the
tournament. Indonesia and the Zionist entity do not
have formal diplomatic relations, and support for the
Palestinian cause in the world’s most populous Mus-
lim-majority nation runs high. Argentina put itself
forward as an alternative host, and FIFA conducted
an on-site inspection of facilities last week. The draw
will take place on April 21 in Zurich.

Hours before Monday’s FIFA announcement, the
Argentine government expressed its [ull backing
for the hosting bid by the Argentine Football Asso-
ciation (AFA). This despite the country facing deep
economic woes, with tens of billions in IMF debt
and year-on-year inflation exceeding 100 percent.
World champions Argentina have won the most Un-
der-20 World Cups, with six in total. — AFP

“Two people were detained after protesters gained en-
try to The Crucible earlier this evening,” a South Yorkshire
Police statement said. “A 30-year-old man and a 52-year-
old woman were arrested on suspicion of criminal damage.
Both are in police custody.”

In a press release, Just Stop Oil said two supporters
had staged the stunt to highlight the group’s demand that
the government stop all new UK fossil fuel projects. It
named those responsible as Margaret Reid, a 52-year-old
former museum professional [rom northwest England, and
Eddie Whittingham, 30, a student at Exeter university.

“I did not take this action lightly, but I cannot remain a
passive spectator while our government knowingly push-
es us down a path to destruction,” Reid said in comments
provided in the press release. “I can no longer justify
walching from the sidelines.”

Play was immediately suspended as vacuum cleaners
were brought into the arena, with master of ceremonies
Rob Walker among those helping to sweep up the mess.
Allen and Fan were given a standing ovation on their return
to the arena later on Monday after the clean-up opera-
tion. Former world champion Stephen Hendry, working as
a commentator for the BBC, said: “I have never seen that
before at a snooker event. IUs a first. “It is scary. Wow! You
just hope the cloth can be recovered from that. It caught
us all by surprise and then this happens.” — AFP
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