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New Cabinet finally named

1st Dep PM, Interior, 
Defense

Information, Youth Health

Education  Foreign & Children

 Finance, Economic 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: An Amiri decree was issued on Sunday an-
nouncing the formation of a new Cabinet, almost three 
months after the previous Cabinet resigned as a re-
sult of a political dispute with the National Assembly, 
which was scrapped by the constitutional court last 
month. The new 15-member Cabinet, headed by HH 
the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-Nawaf Al-Sa-
bah, retains Interior Minister Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled 
Al-Sabah, who is also the acting defense minister, and 
Oil Minister Bader Al-Mulla.

It saw the exit of six ministers, mainly the finance 
and commerce ministers. The lineup includes six new 
faces with new finance and commerce ministers, in ad-

dition to a new minister of state for Cabinet affairs, 
Municipality minister, justice and awqaf minister and 
electricity and water minister. The defense portfolio 
was not filled and the interior minister will continue to 
be acting defense minister.

Among the main changes is the appointment of new-
comer Manaf Al-Hajeri as finance minister, replacing 
Abdulwahab Al-Rushaid, who was continuously under 
attack by the dissolved Assembly. It was not immediate-
ly known what the prime minister would do after form-
ing the Cabinet. National Assembly Speaker Marzouq 
Al-Ghanem had called for holding fresh polls but only 
after the Cabinet takes the oath in the Assembly and after 
passing some laws related to the election process. So far, 
there has been no response from the government.

Govt includes six new faces with new finance, commerce ministers

Saudi delegation
in Iran; Tehran to
reciprocate visit
TEHRAN/RIYADH: Iran’s foreign ministry 
said on Sunday a delegation will visit Saudi 
Arabia by Friday to pave the way for reopening 
its diplomatic missions there following a similar 
move by Riyadh. The announcement comes a 
day after a Saudi delegation arrived in Tehran 
on a similar diplomatic trip, and follows a his-
toric meeting between the two Gulf countries’ 
foreign ministers in China.

“We are expecting a foreign ministry dele-
gation to visit Saudi Arabia” by Friday, Depu-
ty Foreign Minister Alireza Enayati said in an 
interview with state television. “Two separate 
delegations will go to Riyadh and Jeddah”, 
ahead of reopening Iran’s embassy and consul-
ate respectively.

The Saudi diplomatic delegation arrived in 
Iran to discuss the reopening of its missions 
after a seven-year absence, Riyadh’s foreign 
ministry said. Cited by the official Saudi Press 
Agency (SPA), the ministry called the visit part 
of “implementing the tripartite agreement” 
reached on March 10 between the two regional 
powers, brokered by China, to restore ties rup-
tured in 2016. The two longtime Middle East ri-
vals have now pledged to work together.

When Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Faisal 
bin Farhan and his Iranian counterpart Hossein 
Amir-Abdollahian met in Beijing on Thursday 
they vowed to bring security and stability to 
the turbulent Gulf region. “The two sides em-
phasized the importance of following up on the 
implementation of the Beijing Agreement and 
its activation in a way that expands mutual trust 
and the fields of cooperation and helps create 
security, stability and prosperity in the region,” 
a joint statement said. On Saturday, a Saudi 
“technical delegation” met Iran’s chief of pro-
tocol, Mehdi Honardoust, at the foreign ministry 
in Tehran, SPA said.

The two countries severed ties after protest-
ers in the Islamic republic attacked Saudi diplo-
matic missions following Riyadh’s execution of 
a prominent Shiite cleric. The shock rapproche-
ment between Saudi Arabia, the world’s biggest 
oil exporter, and Iran, strongly at odds with

Continued on Page 6

KUWAIT: Kuwait News introduced 
on Saturday virtual reporter ‘Fedha’ 
(Silver), the first newscaster created 
by artificial intelligence used by a news 
service in Kuwait. The Arabic-speaking 
AI news anchor learns with the help of 
live videos and works 24/7.

In her first broadcast, the anchor in-
troduced herself as ‘Fedha’, the first AI 
anchor in Kuwait working for Kuwait 
News, then asked followers to mention 

By Shakir Reshamwala

KUWAIT: As Eid al-Fitr approaches, 
tailors in Kuwait are neck-deep in back-
logged orders for dishdashas and are 
scrambling to deliver the traditional robes 
on time. Many tailoring shops in Kuwait 
City and other areas have affixed notic-
es on their shopfronts saying no new or-
ders are being accepted, sometimes for 
months ahead, leaving customers looking 
for new outfits increasingly frustrated. 

Dishdasha delays
as summer and
Eid converge

Dishdasha tailoring shops have been 
facing this situation for the last couple 
of years amid the repercussions of the 
COVID pandemic and an exodus of 
workers, but the situation has exacer-
bated this year due to a variety of addi-
tional factors. “The summer season and 
Eid have converged this year, which 
has led to an unprecedented demand 
for new light-colored dishdashas,” a 
Pakistani tailoring shop owner in Sharq, 
who has been in this business for de-
cades, told Kuwait Times.

Omar Al-Mutairi, a 29-year-old 
Kuwaiti, said the last time he had a 
dishdasha stitched was last year. “I 
went to a number of tailors, but most 
of them have a sign on the door that 
says ‘Come after Eid’. I still haven’t 
found a tailor, even though I have the 
fabric ready.” (See Page 3)

Kuwait News’ AI
anchor Fedha
grabs headlines 

the type of news they would like to hear 
about. Several global news agencies 
covered the news, highlighting Fedha in 
their feed with pictures that show peo-
ple following news read by the AI an-
chor, reflecting their understanding of 
the importance of integrating and using 
innovative methods into media.

Established in 2006, Kuwait News 
is a leading online news service in 
Kuwait with over 1.5 million followers 
across Twitter, Instagram, Facebook 
and other social media platforms. 
The new AI news service is the next 
step in Kuwait News’ journey, which 
started as an SMS news service then 
evolved into a news website and en-
tered the social media field.

Saudi delegation, Omani mediators



KUWAIT: The Ministry of Higher Education an-
nounced that the Kuwait Cultural Office in Bahrain 
represented the Ministry in signing a memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) with the Royal Irish College 
of Surgeons in Bahrain on organizing the enrollment 
of Kuwaiti students in the Bachelor of Medicine Pro-
gram. The Ministry explained in a press release on 
Sunday that one of the most important items of the 
memorandum is the exemption of Kuwaiti students 
wishing to study at the Royal Irish College of Sur-
geons in Bahrain from studying the preliminary year.

The statement quoted the head of the Kuwaiti Cul-
tural Office in Bahrain, Dr Mohammed Al-Dughaim, 
as saying that under this agreement, 40 seats are 
provided each academic year through scholarship 
(direct dispatch) to study the Bachelor’s program in 
medicine at the Royal Irish College of Surgeons in 
Bahrain, starting from the academic year 2023-2024.

Al-Dughaim explained that these seats corre-
spond to the quality of Higher Education outputs 
and meet a basic need of the labor market needs. 
He pointed out that the relationship with the Roy-
al Irish College of Surgeons in Bahrain is old and 
distinguished, as hundreds of Kuwaiti doctors have 
graduated from it, who practice their work with re-

markable efficiency in the Kuwait health sector.
He pointed out that the number of Kuwaiti stu-

dents studying at the college is about 200 students 
in the specialty of human medicine under the super-
vision of the Kuwaiti Cultural Office and direct at-
tention and care from the ambassador of Kuwait in 
Bahrain Sheikh Thamer Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

In a related context, the head of the Kuwaiti Cul-
tural Office in Dublin Dr Fahima Al-Awadi, said ac-
cording to the statement, that the agreement is the 
result of cooperation between the cultural office 
in Dublin and the cultural office in Bahrain, which 
comes as a reflection of the cooperation and efforts 
carried out by the offices directly aligned with the 
objectives of the Ministry of Higher Education.

Al-Awadi explained that these efforts come with-
in the framework of the state’s interest in the human 

development and the creation of opportunities to 
enable promising Kuwaiti youths to obtain the schol-
arships offered by the Ministry of Higher Education. 
She added that the conditions of admission to study 
at the Royal Irish College of Surgeons in Bahrain 
are fully identical to the conditions of admission to 
the Royal Irish College of Surgeons in Ireland after 
the signing of this agreement to ensure equality be-

tween Kuwaiti students studying at both colleges in 
Dublin and Bahrain. The president of the Royal Irish 
College of Surgeons in Bahrain Dr Samir Al-otoum, 
welcomed the memorandum of understanding with 
the Ministry of higher education in Kuwait, explain-
ing that the college is always looking forward to 
strengthening and continuing the relationship with 
the ministry. —KUNA
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Why is visiting a therapist 
seen as taboo in Kuwait?

Fear, negative perception worsens
By Ghadeer Ghloum

KUWAIT: Although visiting a therapist can help a 
person understand many emotional chaos and avoid 
life difficulties, so many people still avoid visiting a 
therapist to avoid being mortified by it. Many people 
believe that visiting a therapist is a confirmation of 
having an unhealthy mentality that can possibly re-
sult in dehumanizing them and hinder their life prog-
ress. This negative perception of visiting a therapist 
further worsens the case of not only those who need 
therapy, but also others that may become victims of 
some mentally ill people’s actions. To further under-
stand the reasons behind people avoiding visiting a 
therapist, Kuwait Times interviewed Dr Ali Al-Bagh-
lani, a specialist in psychiatry.

Society’s awareness and acceptance 
of undergoing therapy

Dr Baghlani highlights social media’s major part in 
developing people’s beliefs and ideologies. “I believe 
that in the last few years, people somehow started 
to become aware of the necessity of therapy. Social 
media have raised awareness and created a sense 
of acceptance of visiting a therapist when needed,” 
he said. Awareness about the fact that some people 
need help in order to move on easily with their lives 
is growing due to social media illuminating its neces-
sity. However, it is not normalized as it should be yet. 
We cannot deny that society still suffers from peo-
ple who need therapy, who do not admit it and keep 
avoiding treatment,” he said. 

Reasons why people 
avoid undergoing 

therapy
Dr Baghlani said there 

are several reasons for 
this hesitance. The most 
remarkable element is 
fear of people’s looks 
and shameful comments. 
Apart from other factors 
that affect people once 
they are prescribed as 
mentally ill, they fear los-
ing their custody rights 
and job opportunities, 

besides other matters related to their social and per-
sonal lives. According to Dr Baghlani, people refuse 
to admit their need for therapy in order to safeguard 
their image and belonging to society.

Treating mental illness is not based 
on one’s choice

Treating one’s mental illness cannot be left to 
one’s preference because it can badly affect other 
people. This makes going through therapy a so-
cial responsibility. “If the issue of viewing therapy 
treatment as shameful is not resolved in society, 
the number of victims is going to increase, as 
people will face problems with mentally unhealthy 
people,” said Baghlani. 

He added mentally ill people may affect reg-
ular people’s mental wellness due to the fear 

normal people may suffer from while interacting 
with people with mental illness. Thus, when peo-
ple need therapy, they must visit a therapist so 
that they can better move on with their personal 

and social life at different levels without suffer-
ing personally or causing problems to others. This 
will also result in benefiting society, as it remains 
powerful and productive.

Dr Ali Al-Baghlani

9 injured in 
fire incident
KUWAIT: The public relations and media depart-
ment at the Kuwait Fire Force (KFF) received a 
report of fire that erupted in a building in Farwan-
iya. Teams from Farwaniya and Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh 
rushed to the scene. The fire started in an apartment 
(sixth floor) and spread to the seventh floor through 
the balcony. Nine people were injured and was 
transferred for medical attention.

Minister reaffirms
Kuwait stance on 
supporting Turkey
KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs and Women 
and Childhood Affairs Mai Jassem Al-Baghli re-
affirmed Kuwait stance on supporting Turkey and 
its friendly people following the destructive earth-
quake the country suffered from that killed and in-
jured thousands and caused huge damage. Baghli 
remembered the victims of this catastrophe and 
prayed to Allah Almighty to bestow His mercy on 
them, wishing the injured speedy recovery, during 

a ghabqa hosted by the Turkish Embassy.
Baghli said in response to the instructions of 

the political leadership, the social affairs ministry 
moved to coordinate efforts with various state enti-
ties and NGOs and launched the national campaign 
“Kuwait is with you” to help those affected by the 
catastrophe. Turkish Ambassador Tuba Nur Son-
mez thanked Kuwait, the leadership, government 
and people for the quick response in helping her 
country face the quake tragedy.

The ambassador honored Baghli for her major 
role during the crisis, as she was among the first 
officials who visited the affected areas and gave 
support to the afflicted. She said that she person-
ally felt her keenness on removing all obstacles to 
support the relief campaigns and coordinate the 
efforts of Kuwait.

MoH brings in new 
doctors and nurses
KUWAIT: The Health Ministry is bringing in new 
batches of doctors, nurses and medics after a new 
batch of Pakistani doctors arrived in Kuwait recently 
to work in new hospitals and medical centers. “The 
Ministry of Health requested to bring in doctors 
from Iran and addressed security authorities to al-
low them to do so, as it is exempted from strict regu-
lations when bringing in workers from certain coun-
tries for security reasons, including Iran,” sources 
revealed to Kuwait Times 

“The Ministry of Health believes Iranian doctors 
are distinguished and can benefit Kuwaiti hospitals 
and health centers. It also believes in the importance 
of diversifying recruitment of medical workers. If an 
agreement is reached to bring in doctors from Iran, 
then the first batch will not be less than 200 medical 
personnel, which may be followed by more batches,” 
sources added.

“Approving the recruitment of doctors from Iran, 
if it takes place, will open the door to bringing in 
workers from other specialties and fields, especial-
ly since Iranian workers in Kuwait have reduced a 
lot throughout the previous years, as their number in 
the country has become less than 50,000 people,” 
sources clarified.

FM receives Malta ambassador

KUWAIT: Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on Sunday received credentials of the 
newly Ambassador-Designate of the Republic of Malta to Kuwait Prof Dr George A Said-Zammit. Sheikh 
Salem expressed best wishes and success to the ambassador as they talk about bilateral relations.— KUNA

Kuwait Cultural 
Office, Royal Irish 
College ink MoU

-
randum of understanding (MoU).— KUNA



By Ghadeer Ghloum

KUWAIT: Sadu House held 
a Ramadan bazaar on April 
8, 2023 titled ‘Fun with Tex-
tiles’. The bazaar included 
an exhibition for selling par-
ticipants’ art and handcraft 
products, free workshops 
and a photography cor-
ner. During the event, Sadu 
House Chairperson Sheikha 
Bibi Duaij Al-Jaber Al-Sa-
bah told Kuwait Times the 
‘Fun with Textiles’ project 
was launched 12 years ago. The purpose of this event 
is to train children in handcrafts. Free workshops and 
classes teach children to work with textiles. 

“This year’s graduation was held during the time 
of Girgian celebrations. The event exhibited the 

handcrafts of students learning at Sadu House in the 
past 12 years. Students at Sadu House are taught the 
value of giving by giving a certain percent of the 
money they earn from selling their arts and crafts to 
children affected by the earthquake that struck Tur-
key and Syria recently. This day is an open day for 
children to come and enjoy making handcrafts and 
celebrate Girgian with everyone,” she said.

“After graduating, many of the graduates join 
‘Insij’ workshops, which transferred their Sadu tal-
ents, in addition to other creative design projects. 
We love to embrace our graduates, as we have 
grown together in the past 12 years,” Sheikha Bibi 
added. Sarah Al-Mousawi, supervisor of the ‘Fun 
with Textiles’ event, said they have trained ap-
proximately 1,000 students, both boys and girls, 
on how to work with textiles in different ways. In 
order to keep up with the students after graduat-
ing, Sadu House is holding this event to see how 
far they have progressed. 

The exhibition includes artworks and handcrafts 
of previous students of Sadu House, along with other 
participants who were not students at Sadu House, 
but wanted to display their personal works. Around 
30 percent of the profit realized from selling the 
products will go to charity organizations. Mousawi 
added Sadu House holds an annual event to display 
the final works of their students during the year.
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Summer-Eid double whammy
overwhelms dishdasha tailors

Expats over 60 leaving Kuwait compounding problem

By Shakir Reshamwala

KUWAIT: As Eid al-Fitr approaches, tailors in Ku-
wait are neck-deep in backlogged orders for dish-
dashas and are scrambling to deliver the traditional 
robes on time. Many tailoring shops in Kuwait City 
and other areas have affixed notices on their shop-
fronts saying no new orders are being accepted, 
sometimes for months ahead, leaving customers 
looking for new outfits increasingly frustrated. 

Dishdasha tailoring shops have been facing 
this situation for the last couple of years amid the 
repercussions of the COVID pandemic and an ex-
odus of workers, but the situation has exacerbat-
ed this year due to a variety of additional factors. 
“The summer season and Eid have converged this 
year, which has led to an unprecedented demand 
for new light-colored dishdashas,” a Pakistani 
tailoring shop owner in Sharq, who has been in 
this business for decades, told Kuwait Times.

He said each customer orders seven to eight 
dishdashas at a time, despite every bespoke dish-
dasha costing around KD 15. So, a family can have 

orders of dozens of dishdashas on the books at a 
time, and with each of them custom-made, the pro-
cess is time-consuming. “Many experienced tailors 
left during the pandemic, while others who reached 
the age of 60 also had to leave due to the exorbitant 
iqama renewal fees,” he lamented, calling for relax-
ing visa rules to facilitate the entry of new workers.

Abu Khaled, a Kuwaiti customer, said people 
have to place their orders at least a month and a 
half before Eid, otherwise tailors will not accept 
them. He said there was a shortage of tailors even 
for winter dishdashas, adding he had extra robes 
tailored last summer for his future needs. “Prices 
have also risen. Dishdashas now cost around KD 
17 — KD 10 to 11 for the fabric and KD 6 for tai-
loring,” he pointed out. 

“This crisis happens every Eid, of finding a tai-
lor who can get me a dishdasha on time. I went a 
week before Ramadan, but they told me it will only 
be ready two weeks after Eid. I finally found a tailor 
through wasta of a friend. He told me he can finish it 
in three days, otherwise I would not have gotten the 
dishdasha. I already had the material, but the tailor-

ing cost me KD 9.5!” said Mohammed Hamada, a 
27-year-old Kuwaiti.

“The reason for the problem is because expats 
over 60 are forced to leave the country. I hope 
the country has more compassion towards these 
workers. They should not be forced to leave if 
they want to serve the country. This will really 
benefit us as nationals more than expatriates,” he 
told Kuwait Times.

Those looking for readymade dishdashas can 
also be out of luck finding the color, size and style 
of their choice, at the right price. “Even readymade 
dishdashas are in short supply. People made their 
purchases long before Eid,” said a veteran Indian 
tailor who runs a ready-to-wear dishdasha shop in 
Souq Mubarakiya. He said the shortage of skilled 
workers has been roiling the dishdasha market for 
the past few years. Prices have also gone up due to 
the supply and labor crunch, he added. 

Omar Al-Mutairi, a 29-year-old Kuwaiti, said the 
last time he had a dishdasha stitched was last year. 
“I went to a number of tailors, but most of them 
have a sign on the door that says ‘Come after Eid’. 

I still haven’t found a tailor, even though I have the 
fabric ready. This problem has been occurring for a 
while, but this time it has worsened. This is because 
of tailors over 60 who left, as most tailors are old-
er in age. The authorities should open the door to 
bringing tailors back to resolve this issue — it is not 
that hard,” he contended.

KUWAIT: Tailors make dishdashas at shops in Kuwait City amidst high demand for Ramadan and Eid. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

‘Fun with Textiles’ 
Ramadan bazaar 
at Sadu House

KUWAIT: Sadu house held a Ramadan Bazaar on Saturday April 8th 2023. The Bazaar includes an 
exhibition, handcraft productions, free workshops and a photography corner. 

—Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

A tailor hands over a customer his order of dishdashas after a waiting 
period of a month and a half.Notices are displayed at shops that no new orders will be accepted until after Eid.



KUWAIT: The National Campaign for Cancer 
Awareness (CAN) held a Girgian party at the 
National Bank Children Hospital for children 
receiving treatments. Gifts were given to them. 
Dr Hussa Al-Shaheen said the Girgian CAN of-
fered healthy sweeteners as recommended by 
nutritionists. She said the cooperation by the 
Director of NBK Hospital Dr Ali Al-Mulla Ali 
reflects the importance of societal partnership 
between government entities and the civil so-
ciety in creating awareness programs.

Dr Hussa said leukemia is the most common 
cancers in children and the recovery rate in-
creases with early detection, so it is very im-
portant for family members and health care 
providers to be aware of the early signs and 
symptoms. There are some symptoms that could 
be early warning for children - such as when a 
child feels very tired for several days, loss of 
appetite - accompanied with weight loss, feel-
ing bone pain, continued fever for weeks and 
red spots on the skin. Such symptoms may be 
similar to other illnesses, so when such symp-
toms appear, a doctor’s advice is necessary.
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CAN organizes 
Girgian party

Diplomatic Women’s Committee 
organizes Ghabqa

KUWAIT: The Diplomatic Women’s 
Committee prepared the “Ghabqa 
celebration” within the activities of 
the holy month of Ramadan, a cultural 
and a social entertainment gathering, 
in the presence of the honorary Pres-
ident of the committee, Sheikha Halah 
Bader Muhammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sa-
bah, the committee’s advisor Nargis 
Al-Shatti, and the media and public 
relations officer Fauzia Abdul Basit. 

Among the attendees were a large 
group of lady diplomats, spouses 
of ambassadors, and friends of the 
committee. The event was organized 
in the middle of the courtyard of the 
Naif Palace, which is considered the 
oldest palace for the ruling family in 
Kuwait, it is distinguished by its his-
torical virtues, and today it is a build-
ing for the Capital Governorate. 

The program was presented by the 
famous Kuwaiti anchor Abdul Aziz 
Darwish, who described the event of 
Ghabqa as a cultural celebration that 

people of Kuwait celebrate in Rama-
dan to bring joy and happiness to the 
hearts of their families. The Ghabqa 
was inaugurated with the Kuwaiti 
traditional cuisine and the baker who 
baked the tortillas, which is specially 
prepared in Ramadan along with old 
Kuwaiti folk songs that are sung in Ra-
madan and some folkloric dances. 

The guests visited the museum 
located in the palace which tells the 
history of the palace as Sheikha Halah 
gave a detailed explanation of the his-
tory of the ruling family. At the end, 
the governorate official, Abdul Karim 
Mahdi, was honored for his kind ef-
forts to make this evening a success 
as everyone enjoyed this wonder-
ful cultural evening of Ramadan, the 
honorary President of DWC, Sheikha 
Halah Al-Sabah thanked and praised 
the members of the committee for 
their efforts organizing such a dis-
tinguished cultural Ramadan evening, 
wishing them all the success in future.

KUWAIT: The Diplomatic Women’s Committee celebrate Ghabqa - a cultural and a 
social entertainment gathering, in the presence of the honorary President of the 
committee, Sheikha Halah Bader Muhammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, the commit-

Abdul Basit.

CAIRO: The Arab League deplored Zionist racist and ter-
rorist actions against the Palestinian people and systematic 
breach of their basic human rights. Dr Saeed Abu Ali, the 
assistant secretary general for Palestine, recalled the 75th 
anniversary of Dair Yaseen massacre that took lives of 
more than 250 Palestinians and wounded 300 others. 

The international community, vis a vis such actions, 
must take a serious stance and coerce Zionists immediately 
to heed resolutions of the international legitimacy, he said. 
He re-affirmed necessity of forcing Zionists adhere to the 
UN resolutions that call for attaining justice on the basis 
of the two states’ settlement. Zionist entity has continued 
committing abhorrent crimes latest of which was scorching 
the village of Hawarah and desecrating sanctities in Jeru-
salem and Al-Khalil, said Dr Abu Ali also alluding to the 
recurring attacks on Al-Aqsa Mosque. 

Meanwhile, the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC) has strongly condemned the serious escalation by 
the occupation forces and settlers by repeatedly storming 
Al-Aqsa Mosque during Ramadan, attacking worshippers, 
including women and children. This came in a final com-
munique issued by the OIC following an open-ended ex-
traordinary meeting of the OIC Executive Committee, held 
at the invitation of Palestine and Jordan on the continued 
aggression by Zionists on the holy city. 

The conferees cautioned against the ramifications of 
the continued infringement by the occupation authorities 
on the sanctity of Al-Aqsa Mosque, including continuous 
provocations, abuses, daily severe assaults, and incursions 
in gross violation of international law and unprecedented 
tampering with the existing historical and legal situation to 
perpetuate the temporal and spatial division of the mosque. 

They underlined that the occupation has no sover-
eignty over any part of Al-Aqsa Mosque and that Mus-
lim worshippers have the absolute right to pray freely 
and safely there, according to the statement. They also 
held occupation authorities accountable for the conse-
quences of these serious and provocative actions of its 
racist government, due to its attempt, through system-
atic brutal attacks, deliberate provocation and repeat-
ed incitement, to escalate the situation. 

They sounded the alarm about the possible conse-
quences of international peace and security, calling on 
the international community, particularly the UN Secu-
rity Council, to live up to its due responsibilities by tak-
ing urgent action and necessary measures to deter and 
stop the serious escalation. In their final communique, 
the conferees underscored the significance of continuing 
coordination and cooperation among the OIC, the Arab 
League and the African Union (AU) to protect the occu-
pied city of Al-Quds against systematic Zionist policies 
and attacks.  —KUNA

Arab League slams
Zionists’ terrorism



MARSEILLE: An apartment building collapsed in 
an apparent explosion Sunday in the French Medi-
terranean city of Marseille, injuring five people, with 
authorities warning there are likely to be fatalities as 
firefighters battled a blaze.

At the moment of the blast, around 12:40 am (2240 
GMT), “everything shook, you could see people run-
ning and there was smoke everywhere, the building 
fell onto the street,” local grocer Aziz told AFP, ask-
ing that his family name not be used.

“We have to be prepared to have fatalities in this 
terrible tragedy,” Marseille mayor Benoit Payan told 
journalists at the scene in the central La Plaine dis-
trict, where over 100 firefighters were still getting 
the blaze under control and the smell of smoke hung 
in the air. Five people were injured in neighboring 
buildings which were damaged by the collapse, and 
33 were taken into care by emergency responders. 
It is unclear how many people were inside the fall-
en block—believed to have one apartment on each 
floor — at the time of the collapse.

“Not all the people who were supposedly inside 
the building have been seen, families are worried,” 
Housing Minister Olivier Klein told broadcaster 
Franceinfo. The intense heat as the building burns 

has kept search dog teams from picking through the 
rubble. “Time is of the essence” to discover possible 
survivors among the ruins, Marseille fire chief Lionel 
Mathieu said.

Rescuers’ task has been complicated by the par-
tial collapse of one of the adjoining buildings, where 
eight people had to be brought down by ladder af-
ter taking refuge on a roof terrace. Other buildings 
on the street were evacuated and their residents put 
up in schools, while an aid center for people looking 

for missing family members or loved ones has been 
opened in a neighboring district. Interior Minister 
Gerald Darmanin was expected on the scene of the 
disaster on Sunday morning.

“We have to be very cautious about what the 
cause was at this stage,” said Christophe Mirmand, 
the prefect of the southern Bouches-du-Rhone re-
gion. Gas was “one possible option,” he added. Gilles, 
who lives on a side street near the fallen building, 
told AFP the sound of the crash “was huge”. — AFP

Iraq condemns 
‘bombardment’ near 
airport in Kurdish region
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Zionist entity 
army launches 
strikes in Syria
JERUSALEM: The Zionist entity launched artil-
lery strikes on Syria Sunday morning, the Zionist 
army announced, after several rockets were fired 
from there and landed in the Zionist-occupied 
Golan Heights.

The Zionist entity’s retaliatory strike to rocket at-
tacks from Syria — which no one has claimed — is 
the latest episode in escalating violence in the region. 
“In response to the rockets fired from Syria at (the 
Zionist entity) earlier today, IDF Artillery is currently 
striking in Syrian territory,” the military tweeted.

A drone was also “currently striking the launchers 
in Syria from which rockets were launched into Zion-
ist territory”. Six rockets were launched towards the 
entity Saturday night, with two landing in the Golan 
Heights, the army said. At least one was intercepted 
by the Zionist air-defense system.

The 1,200 square kilometer (460 square mile) 
region — patrolled by Zionist soldiers and bor-
dering Lebanon — was seized from Syria in the 
1967 Six-Day War. The Zionist entity later an-
nexed it in a move that was never recognized by 
the international community.

Syrian state news agency SANA said the Zionist 
strikes took place around 5:00 am (0200 GMT). Cit-

ing an unnamed military source, SANA said Syria’s 
military had “intercepted the rockets ... and brought 
down some of them”.

The surge in violence and unrest comes as the 
Muslim fasting month of Ramadan, Jewish Passover, 
and Christian Easter coincide. On Wednesday, Zion-
ist police stormed the prayer hall of Al-Aqsa Mosque, 
Islam’s third-holiest site, in a pre-dawn raid aimed at 
dislodging “law-breaking youths masked agitators” 
they said had barricaded themselves inside.

The next day, more than 30 rockets were fired 
from Lebanese soil into the entity, which the Zionist 
army blamed on Palestinian groups, saying it was 
most likely Hamas, which rules the Gaza Strip. The 
Zionists then bombarded Gaza and southern Leb-
anon, targeting “terror infrastructures” that it said 
belonged to Hamas.

It was the biggest salvo fired from Lebanon 
since Zionists fought a devastating 34-day war with 
Iran-backed militant group Hezbollah in 2006 and 
the first time Zionists have confirmed an attack on 
Lebanese territory since April 2022.

The Zionists and Lebanon are technically in a 
state of war, and the ceasefire line is patrolled by the 
United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL), 
deployed in the country’s south. On the Syrian side, 
the Zionist entity has recently intensified its raids 
targeting positions of pro-Iranian groups.

On Friday evening, an Italian tourist was killed 
and seven other people injured in a suspected 
car-ramming attack on pedestrians on the Tel Aviv 
seafront. In response, Zionist Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu instructed the police to “mobilize 

all reserve border police units”. He also directed the 
army to “mobilize additional forces”, his office said. 
Earlier Friday, two British-Zionist sisters aged 16 and 
20 were killed and their mother seriously wounded 
when their car was fired on in the Jordan Valley in the 
Zionist-occupied West Bank.

Police said four reserve battalions of border po-
lice would be deployed in city centers from Sunday. 
The defense ministry confirmed late Saturday it had 
mobilized soldiers to support the police, and that it 
would tighten entry restrictions into the Zionist en-
tity for Palestinians from the West Bank and Gaza, in 
particular workers. — AFP

GOLAN HEIGHTS: Zionist soldiers patrol Zionist-an-
nexed Golan Heights on April 9, 2023. — AFP

This handout picture obtained from the Twitter account of Abdulqader al-Mortada, head of the Houthi National 
Committee for Prisoners  Affairs (NCPA),  shows 13 prisoners released by the Saudi authorities in exchange for 
a Saudi prisoner freed earlier, upon their arrival at Sanaa International airport. — AFP photos SANAA: A man rides his bike past the closed embassy of Saudi Arabia in Sanaa on April 9, 2023.

Marseille building
collapse injures 5,
fire hampers search

Hezbollah, Hamas
chiefs meet 
in Beirut
BEIRUT: The leaders of the armed move-
ments Hezbollah and Hamas have met in Bei-
rut to discuss “the readiness of the axis of 
resistance” against the Zionist entity, a Hez-
bollah statement said Sunday. Ismail Haniyeh, 
the head of the Palestinian Islamist movement 
Hamas, which rules the Gaza Strip, has been in 
the Lebanese capital since Wednesday. Zion-
ists blamed Hamas for firing 34 rockets the fol-
lowing day toward its territory from southern 
Lebanon, the stronghold of the Iran-backed 
Shiite movement Hezbollah. The Zionist army 
retaliated early Friday with strikes on both 
southern Lebanon and Gaza, after rockets tar-
geting the Zionist entity were also fired from 
the coastal enclave. 

During Haniyeh’s meeting with Hezbollah 
chief Hassan Nasrallah, the pair discussed 
“the readiness of the axis of resistance” and 
cooperation between its members in the face 
of recent developments, the Hezbollah state-
ment said. The “axis of resistance” refers to 
Lebanese, Palestinian, Syrian and other Iran-
backed groups opposed to the Zionist entity. 
The two also discussed “the intensification of 
resistance in the West Bank and Gaza” and 
“events at Al-Aqsa Mosque” in Jerusalem, 
according to the statement, which did not 
specify when they met. — AFP 

Russian strikes kill 
Ukrainian family
KYIV: A 50-year-old man and his 11-year-old 
daughter were killed after Russian missiles struck a 
house in the southeastern Ukrainian city of Zapor-
izhzhia, officials said on Sunday. It was the latest 
Russian strike on civilian infrastructure in Ukraine 
as Moscow’s invasion stretches into its second year.  
“The enemy carried out a missile attack on Zapor-
izhzhia and killed another Ukrainian family,” the 
head of the State Emergency Service, Sergiy Kruk, 
said on social media. 

The girl died in an ambulance, said the head of 
Zaporizhzhia City Council, Anatoliy Kurtiev. Rescue 
workers pulled the girl’s 46-year-old mother alive 
from under the rubble. Her elder daughter was not 
at home when the Russians struck at night, the State 
Emergency Service said. Kurtiev said two Russian 
missiles struck a residential building, adding that win-
dows and roofs were damaged in dozens of neighbor-
ing houses. The region of Zaporizhzhia is one of four 
Ukrainian provinces Russian President Vladimir Putin 
claims to have annexed last year.  — AFP

Saudi delegation, Omani mediators
in Yemen to try to broker new truce

Houthis’ demands include lifting of blockade, monetary compensation

SANAA: A Saudi delegation was in the rebel-held 
capital of Yemen on Sunday to negotiate a new truce 
with Iran-backed Houthi rebels, diplomats said. The 
Saudi officials are “in Sanaa to discuss moving for-
ward to create peace in Yemen,” said a Yemeni dip-
lomat based in the Gulf region, information that was 
confirmed by a second diplomat.

Omani mediators arrived in Yemen Saturday to 
discuss a new truce between the Houthi rebels and 
Saudi Arabia, an airport source said, amid renewed 
moves to end the conflict. Diplomatic efforts to re-
solve the conflict have multiplied since the Yeme-
ni government’s main foreign backer Saudi Arabia 
signed a Chinese-brokered deal to restore relations 
with Iran last month.

The top Saudi and Iranian diplomats met in Bei-
jing Thursday, resuming diplomatic relations and 
pledging to work together to bring “security and 

stability” to their turbulent region. Nearly a decade 
of war in Yemen has claimed hundreds of thousands 
of lives, both directly and indirectly, and triggered 
what the United Nations has called the world’s worst 
humanitarian crisis.

The Houthis seized the capital Sanaa in 2014, trig-
gering the conflict with the government which has 
been backed for eight years by a military coalition 
led by regional heavyweight Riyadh. The rapproche-
ment between the two great regional rivals, Shi-
ite-majority Iran and mainly Sunni Saudi Arabia, has 
fueled hopes of reduced tensions in the Middle East, 
particularly in Yemen.

“A delegation from Oman has arrived in Sanaa to 
hold talks with Houthi leaders about the truce and the 
peace process,” a source at the capital’s airport, who 
requested anonymity as he is not authorized to speak 
to journalists, told AFP. The source said the delegation 

was accompanied by Mohammed Abdelsalam, the 
rebels’ chief negotiator, who lives in Muscat.

Oman has forged a reputation as a discreet medi-
ator in Gulf disputes often involving Iran. Abdelsalam 
himself tweeted that he had arrived in Sanaa with the 
Omani delegation, but without providing further de-
tails. The rebels’ news agency, Saba, quoted Abdel-
salam as saying the Houthis’ demands included “an 
end to the (Saudi) aggression, the total lifting of the 
blockade, and payment of the salaries of all civil ser-
vants using revenues from oil and gas”.

Abdelsalam added that, “Our just demands are 
the departure of the occupying forces from Yemen, 
compensation and reconstruction.” The United Na-
tions special envoy on Yemen, Hans Grundberg, was 
in the Omani capital this week for talks on “the polit-
ical process”. A Yemeni government source, speak-
ing to AFP on condition of anonymity, told AFP that 

the Saudis and Houthis have agreed in principle on a 
six-month truce to pave the way for three months of 
talks on establishing a two-year “transition” for the 
war-torn country.

The country enjoyed a six-month lull in fighting 
during a ceasefire last year, but that truce was not 
renewed after it expired on October 2. Iran views the 
United States as an archenemy, but on Wednesday 
welcomed a call by the American special envoy for 
Yemen to back “the political process that we hope 
is coming”. Also Saturday, the head of the Houthis’ 
prisoners of war committee told rebel media that 13 
prisoners freed by the Saudis had arrived in Sanaa, 
in exchange for one Saudi released earlier. Saudi 
officials did not comment. In early March, the UN 
confirmed that the rebels and Yemen’s internation-
ally recognized government had agreed to exchange 
more than 880 prisoners. — AFP
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China simulates Taiwan strikes
in second day of military drills

Taipei defense ministry detects 11 ships, 70 aircrafts in largest incursion
BEIJING: Chinese fighter jets and warships simu-
lated strikes on Taiwan Sunday as they encircled the 
island during a second straight day of military drills 
launched in response to its president meeting the US 
House speaker.

The exercises sparked condemnation from Taipei 
and calls for restraint from Washington, which said it 
was “monitoring Beijing’s actions closely”. Dubbed 
“Joint Sword”, the three-day operation — which in-
cludes rehearsing an encirclement of Taiwan — will 
run until Monday, the People’s Liberation Army’s 
(PLA) Eastern Theatre Command said.

“I am a little worried; I would be lying to you if I 
say that I am not,” said 73-year-old Donald Ho, who 
was exercising in a park on Sunday morning in Tai-
pei, in the far north of the self-ruled island. “I am still 
worried because if a war broke out both sides will 
suffer quite a lot,” he told AFP.

China’s war games sent planes, ships and person-
nel into “the maritime areas and air space of the Tai-
wan Strait, off the northern and southern coasts of 
the island, and to the island’s east”, the army said as 
it launched the exercises, engineered to flex Beijing’s 
military muscles in front of Taiwan and the world.

A report from state broadcaster CCTV on Sun-
day said drills had “simulated joint precision strikes 
against key targets on Taiwan island and surround-
ing waters”, adding that forces “continued to main-
tain the situation of closely encircling the island”.

The write-up went on to say the air force had 
deployed dozens of aircraft to “fly into the target 
airspace”, and ground forces had carried out drills 
for “multi-target precision strikes”. Taiwanese Presi-
dent Tsai Ing-wen immediately denounced the drills, 
which come after she met US House Speaker Kevin 
McCarthy in California.

She pledged to work with “the US and other 
like-minded countries” in the face of “continued au-
thoritarian expansionism”. In Washington, a State 
Department spokesperson said the United States had 

“consistently urged restraint and no change to the 
status quo”, but noted it had ample resources to fulfil 
its security commitments in Asia. The United States 
has been deliberately ambiguous on whether it would 
defend Taiwan militarily, although for decades it has 
sold weapons to Taipei to help ensure its self-defense.

Live-fire exercises
Exercises on Monday will include live-fire drills 

off the rocky coast of China’s Fujian province, about 
80 kilometers (50 miles) south of Taiwan’s Matsu Is-
lands and 190 kilometers from Taipei. “These oper-
ations serve as a stern warning against the collusion 
between separatist forces seeking ‘Taiwan indepen-
dence’ and external forces and against their provoc-
ative activities,” said Shi Yin, a PLA spokesman.

AFP saw no immediate signs of enhanced military 
maneuvers on the northern coast of Pingtan, a Chi-
nese island across the strait from Taiwan where the 
live-ammunition exercises will kick off on Monday.

On a roadside verge high above the ocean, Lin 
Ren blasted the Chinese national anthem on a loop 
as he sold cups of coffee from the back of his car. “I 
think the current exercises serve as a way of putting 
pressure on Taiwan,” the 29-year-old told AFP.

“I think they make it clear to them that we have 
the capabilities ... to unify.” China views democrat-
ic, self-ruled Taiwan as part of its territory and has 
vowed to take it one day, by force if necessary. Tai-
pei’s defense ministry said it had detected 11 Chinese 
warships and 70 aircraft around Taiwan on Sunday.

It said 45 aircraft had crossed the median line 
separating Taiwan from mainland China on Saturday 
— the most incursions this year, according to figures 
maintained by AFP. Over the weekend there were 
around 150 detections of Chinese ships or aircraft, 
including fighter jets, drones, bombers, and transport 
aircraft, according to the ministry.

The island has been on high alert and said its forc-
es “will be well prepared and maintain solid combat 

readiness”, while making sure not to “escalate con-
flict”. An AFP journalist saw Mirage 2000 fighter jets 
scrambling at the Hsinchu air force base in northern 
Taiwan on Sunday.

Three boats from Taiwan’s elite Amphibious Re-
connaissance and Patrol Unit were also seen pa-
trolling the Matsu Islands on Sunday, according to an 
AFP journalist. “The CCP (Chinese Communist Party) 
has continued to conduct military exercises around 
the Taiwan Strait and since this morning it has suc-
cessively dispatched multiple batches of aircraft ... as 
well as a number of ships in the area,” Taiwan’s de-

fense ministry said on Sunday. The drills came hours 
after the departure from Beijing of French President 
Emmanuel Macron, who was in China to urge his 
counterpart Xi Jinping to help bring an end to the 
war in Ukraine. In August last year, China deployed 
warships, missiles and fighter jets around Taiwan in its 
largest show of force in years following a trip to the 
island by McCarthy’s predecessor, Nancy Pelosi. Tsai 
returned to Taiwan on Friday after visiting her island’s 
dwindling band of official diplomatic allies in Latin 
America, with two US stopovers that included meet-
ings with McCarthy and other lawmakers. — AFP

UN calls for
de-escalation 
in turbulent Sudan
GENEVA: UN human rights chief Volker Turk 
voiced alarm at the tense situation in Sudan, urging 
all sides to redouble their efforts towards restoring a 
civilian-led government. Pro-democracy activists in 
Sudan marched against the army and paramilitaries 

on Thursday as the civilian opposition marked a key 
anniversary in the decades-old struggle against mil-
itary rule with new protests.

A new delay to the signing of a deal to restore 
the transition to civilian government, which had been 
rescheduled for Thursday, prompted the civilian op-
position to call for nationwide protests instead.

Turk, the United Nations’ high commissioner for 
human rights, urged all sides to de-escalate tensions 
and refrain from violence.

“The country is at a decisive juncture. Much work 
has been done and many positive steps taken to-
wards the signature of a final agreement -- all efforts 

must now be made to get the political transition back 
on the right path,” he said in a statement.

April 6 is a symbolic date for Sudan’s civilian op-
position, the anniversary of uprisings in 1985 and 
2019 that ended up ousting two leaders who had 
seized power in coups.

Sudan is still ruled by a military leader, General 
Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, who took power in an Octo-
ber 2021 coup, aborting the transition to civilian rule 
agreed after the 2019 overthrow of Islamist general 
Omar al-Bashir, who seized power in a 1989 coup.

Turk urged all sides to work together to avoid 
further delays in signing an agreement for a tran-

sition to civilian government, while also calling on 
non-signatories to join the process.

“I urge the authorities to ensure that the rights of 
the people to freedom of expression and peaceful 
assembly are fully respected and that security forces 
are clearly instructed to respond to demonstrations 
in line with human rights laws and standards,” he 
said. “We must not see a repeat of the use of unnec-
essary, disproportionate force.”

The worsening state of Sudan’s economy has put 
pressure on all sides to reach a deal, which is a pre-
condition for the resumption of international aid to 
the impoverished country. — AFP

Saudi delegation
in Iran; Tehran to...
Continued from Page 1

 Western governments over its nuclear activities, 
has the potential to reshape relations across a region 
characterized by turbulence for decades.

Under last month’s agreement, the two countries 
are to reopen their embassies and missions within 
two months and implement security and economic 
cooperation deals signed more than 20 years ago. 
Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi has also been invited 
by Saudi King Salman to Riyadh, a trip planned to 
take place after the holy fasting month of Ramadan 
which ends later in April.

Rabha Saif Allam, specialist in Middle Eastern af-
fairs at the Cairo Center for Strategic Studies, noted 
“an acceleration” in the normalization of ties. She 
said this means an intensification of meetings “at the 
economic and security levels”, and believes normal-
ization will be sealed by Raisi’s planned visit to Ri-
yadh at the end of April.

The United States has for decades been the key 
diplomatic power in the Middle East and has an al-
liance, albeit a frequently strained one, with Saudi 
Arabia. Washington has cautiously welcomed the 
rapprochement between the Saudis and US adver-
sary Iran despite the role of China, which it sees as 
its biggest global challenger.

Iran and Saudi Arabia vie for influence in Syria, 
Lebanon and Iraq. They also support rival sides in 
several conflict zones across the region, including in 
Yemen, where Houthi rebels are backed by Tehran 
and Riyadh leads a military coalition supporting the 
government. In a separate development on Saturday, 
Omani mediators arrived in the Yemeni capital Sa-
naa to discuss a new truce between the Iran-backed 
Houthi rebels and Saudi Arabia, an airport source 
said. Diplomatic efforts to resolve the conflict have 
multiplied since the Chinese-brokered Saudi-Iran 
deal to restore relations. The two Middle East pow-
erhouses had held several rounds of dialogue in Iraq 
and Oman before reaching the agreement in Beijing, 
negotiated over five days between Iran’s secretary 
of the Supreme National Security Council Ali Sham-
khani and his Saudi counterpart Musaad bin Mo-
hammad Al-Aiban. — AFP 

Worshippers celebrate
 in Jerusalem amid
surge in violence

JERUSALEM: Thousands of worshippers held tense 
celebrations in Jerusalem Sunday, as Christian Easter 
coincided with Jewish Passover and the Muslim holy 
month of Ramadan, amid a surge in violence in the Zi-
onist-Palestinian conflict.

Leading Easter Mass at the Vatican, Pope Francis 
expressed “deep concern” Sunday over the flare-up in 
tensions sparked by a Zionist police raid on Al-Aqsa 
mosque days ago.

The Zionist entity has since struck targets in Gaza, 
Lebanon and most recently Syria in response to rocket 
fire mostly blamed on Palestinian militants, while sepa-
rate attacks in the West Bank and Tel Aviv killed three 
people including an Italian tourist.

On Sunday pilgrims crowded into the narrow alley-
ways of Jerusalem’s Old City, flanked by heavily-armed 
Zionist security forces deployed following the recent 
deadly attacks. Churchgoers were ushered through the 
courtyard of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, built on 
the site where Christians believe Jesus was crucified, 
buried and resurrected. “[I had] some doubt, taking into 
consideration recent events, but still I decided to go,” 
said 50-year-old Paulius Majauskas, visiting from Lith-
uania. Near the church, thousands of Jewish pilgrims 
gathered at the Western Wall for the traditional priestly 
blessing of Passover. Judy Green, 60, said the blessing 
was “beautiful, very uplifting” at the Western Wall, the 
holiest place where Jews can pray.

“I feel that God will protect us, we’re all praying to-
gether as one people,” she said.

The Western Wall lies in annexed east Jerusalem 
that is annexed by the Zionist entity and sits below the 
Temple Mount, the most sacred site to Jews, known to 

Muslims as Al-Haram al-Sharif. The raised compound is 
home to Al-Aqsa mosque, the third-holiest site in Islam 
and the focal point for Ramadan celebrations.

An AFP journalist saw more than 500 religious Jews 
enter the site Sunday morning under police escort while 
Muslims prayed nearby, without any clashes.

Muslims fear the Zionist entity’s Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu’s hard-right government may change 
longstanding rules that allow Jews to visit but not pray 
at the Al-Aqsa compound, despite his repeated deni-
als. In recent years, the number of Jews visiting the es-
planade has increased and ultranationalists sometimes 
pray there surreptitiously in breach of the rules.

Zionist police stormed the prayer hall of the mosque 
in a violent pre-dawn raid Wednesday they said was 
aimed at dislodging “law-breaking youths and masked 
agitators”. Mahmud Mansour, a Palestinian Muslim, 
criticized the police actions. “This is our place, we have 
to stay in the evening, in the night, and this is Ramadan 
-- we have to pray,” the 65-year-old told AFP near the 
mosque compound.

The raid followed reports that Jewish activists were 
intending to hold a traditional Passover sacrifice at the 
compound -- a process which is banned and which a 
top rabbi has moved to prevent. The day after the raid, 
rockets were fired from Lebanon into the Zionist entity, 
which the Zionist entity’s army blamed on Palestinian 
groups. The Zionist entity then bombarded Gaza and 
southern Lebanon.

The Zionist army also said it launched strikes on Syr-
ia Sunday morning, after rockets fired from there land-
ed in the Golan Heights that is occupied by the Zionist 
entity. The Zionist entity has launched hundreds of air 
strikes during more than a decade of civil war in Syria, 
primarily targeting Iran-backed forces and Lebanese 
Hezbollah fighters, as well as Syrian army positions.

Zionists were also set to gather Sunday for the fu-
neral of two sisters killed when their car came under 
fire in the occupied West Bank on Friday. The mother 
of the two British-Zionist sisters, aged 16 and 20, was 
seriously wounded in the attack. — AFP

China-Taiwan 
relations: Seven 
decades of unrest
TAIPEI: As China launches three days of military drills 
around Taiwan, here’s a rundown of the history of rela-
tions between the self-ruled island and Beijing:
1949: Separation

Mao Zedong’s communists take power in Beijing in 
October 1949 after defeating Chiang Kai-shek’s Kuo-
mintang (KMT) nationalists in a civil war. The KMT 
flee to the island of Taiwan and form their own govern-
ment in Taipei in December, cutting off contacts with 
mainland China. In 1950, Taiwan becomes an ally of the 
United States, which is at war with communist China in 
Korea. The United States deploys a fleet in the Taiwan 
Strait to protect its ally from possible attack.
1971: Beijing gets UN, US nods

In October 1971, Beijing takes over China’s seat at 
the United Nations, previously held by Taipei. In 1979, 
the United States cuts formal ties with Taiwan and 
establishes diplomatic relations with Beijing instead. 
Washington goes on to develop a nuanced Taiwan 
policy where it “acknowledges” China’s claim to the 
island, which is not the same as accepting Beijing’s 
claim of sovereignty. The United States also maintains 
trade and military ties with Taipei. It opposes both 
Taiwanese independence and any attempt by China to 
forcibly take the island.
1987-2004: Relations improve

In late 1987, Taiwan residents are permitted to 
visit mainland China for the first time, allowing fam-
ilies to reunite. Taiwan lifts emergency rule in 1991, 
unilaterally ending a state of war with China. The first 
direct talks between the two sides are held in Singa-
pore two years later. But in 1995, Beijing suspends 
talks in protest at a visit by Taiwanese president Lee 
Teng-hui to the United States.

China tests missiles off Taiwan in 1996 to deter vot-

ers in the island’s first democratic presidential election. 
In 2000 elections, the KMT loses power in Taiwan for 
the first time. Trade links between the two sides improve 
over the next few years.
2005-2015: Threats and talks

Beijing adopts a law in March 2005 authorizing 
the use of force if Taiwan declares independence. In 
April, KMT chairman Lien Chan makes a landmark 
visit to Beijing for talks with Chinese leader Hu Jintao. 
In 2008, Taiwan and China resume high-level talks 
after the KMT’s Ma Ying-jeou is elected president 
on a Beijing-friendly platform. They sign a sweep-
ing Economic Cooperation Framework Agreement in 
2010 and in 2014 hold the first government-to-gov-
ernment talks since separation.
2016: Honeymoon over

Tsai Ing-wen, from the traditionally pro-indepen-
dence Democratic Progressive Party, wins presidential 
elections in January 2016. In June, China suspends all 
communications with Taiwan after the new government 
fails to acknowledge the “One China” policy.

In December, US president-elect Donald Trump 
breaks with decades of US diplomatic policy by speak-
ing directly with Tsai by telephone. Chinese President 
Xi Jinping says in January 2019 that the unification of 
China and Taiwan is “inevitable”.
2021: US-China tensions

In 2021, Chinese military jets make hundreds of 
incursions into Taiwan’s defense zone. In October, 
President Joe Biden says the United States will de-
fend Taiwan if China attacks it, in comments later 
partly walked back by the White House. Tsai confirms 
that a small number of US troops are present in Tai-
wan to help train its forces.
2022: Pelosi visit sparks fury

US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi lands in Taiwan on 
August 2 during a tour of Asia after days of speculation 
and stern warnings from Beijing of unspecified “conse-
quences”. The highest-profile elected US official to visit 
the island in 25 years says her visit demonstrates her 
country’s “unwavering commitment to supporting Tai-
wan’s vibrant democracy”. — AFP
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Iraq condemns ‘bombardment’ 
near airport in Kurdish region

Convoy including US military personnel struck in attack: Pentagon
BAGHDAD: The Iraqi president on Saturday con-
demned Turkey for bombarding an airport in the 
autonomous Kurdish region, while the commander 
of the Kurdish-led and US-allied Syrian Democratic 
Forces was present.

US forces were also present during the incident 
in Sulaimaniyah, the SDF said, and the Pentagon in 
Washington confirmed that “a convoy including US 
military personnel” was struck. “Turkish military op-
erations against the Kurdistan region continue to 
take place, the last being the bombardment (Friday) 
against Sulaimaniyah civilian airport,” Iraqi Presi-
dent Abdel Latif Rashid said in a statement.

The bombardment caused an explosion near 
the airport wall and led to a small fire which was 
quickly brought under control, a statement from 
airport security said at the time. A source at the 
Turkish defense ministry denied any involvement 
by the country’s armed forces.

US Department of Defense spokesman Lieutenant 
Colonel Phillip Ventura told AFP that an investigation 
is underway and, “Fortunately, there were no casu-
alties.” The SDF had previously denied that their 
commander Mazloum Abdi was in the airport when 
the strike occurred, but on Saturday clarified that the 
denial was for “security” reasons.

SDF spokesman Farhad Shami said in a state-
ment that their media center “deliberately con-
tained” the information about Abdi’s whereabout 
“until he safely arrived” in Kurdish-administered 
northeast Syria. The SDF commander had been 
in Sulaimaniyah to coordinate with local Kurdish 
anti-terrorist forces in the fight against the Islam-

ic State group, with the knowledge of the US-led 
coalition fighting it, Shami told AFP.

“We confirm the presence of US forces at the 
airport during the attack,” he added, without speci-
fying the reason for their presence or whether they 
were accompanied by Abdi. The US backs the SDF, 
the de facto army of the semi-autonomous Kurdish 
administration in north and northeast Syria, and led 
the battle that dislodged IS from the last scraps of 
their Syrian territory in 2019.

Earlier on Saturday, Abdi denounced the bom-
bardment, saying it was a sign of Turkish irritation 
at the support given to the SDF by the province’s 
dominant faction, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK). Turkey regards the SDF and its main compo-
nent, the People’s Protection Units (YPG), as an off-
shoot of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) which 
has a presence in Iraq’s Kurdistan region and is listed 
as a “terrorist” organization by Ankara and its allies. 
Around 900 US troops remain in Syria, most in the 
Kurdish-administered northeast, as part of a US-led 
coalition battling remnants of IS.

‘Terrorize civilians’
Rashid, himself a Kurd from Sulaimaniyah, said 

such actions by Turkish forces have “no legal justi-
fication” and serve only to “terrorize civilians under 
the pretext that hostile forces are present in Iraq”.

He was referring to the PKK which has waged 
an insurgency in Turkey that has claimed tens of 
thousands of lives since 1984. Turkey has previ-
ously carried out incursions into Syria against 
Kurdish fighters. In Iraq, Turkey has repeatedly 

ARBIL: Chaldean Catholic Iraqis attend the Easter mass at Mar Toma (Saint Thomas) Church, in Arbil, the 
capital of the autonomous Kurdish region of northern Iraq, on April 9, 2023. — AFP

targeted the PKK in military strikes.
On Monday, Ankara halted flights to and from 

Sulaimaniyah until at least July 3, blaming in-
creased PKK activity in and around the airport. 
The Turkish foreign ministry said at the time that 

PKK activities were posing a “threat” to air se-
curity. In early March, a Turkish drone strike in 
northern Iraq killed two Yazidi fighters affiliated 
with the PKK, days after a similar strike killed 
three other fighters. — AFP

Migrants die as
boats sink off 
Tunisia, Morocco
TUNIS: Twenty-seven migrants from sub-Saharan Af-
rica are dead or missing and 53 others were rescued 
after two flimsy boats sank off Tunisia’s coast during 
attempts to reach Europe, an official said on Saturday.

The incidents are the latest of several over the 
past few weeks, and came after Tunisian officials re-
ported a five-fold increase in rescues compared with 
the first quarter of last year. In Morocco, 11 migrants 
drowned when their makeshift boat sank off the west 
coast, media reports said, adding that the dead were 
eight Moroccans and three sub-Saharans trying to 
reach Spain’s Canary Islands.

One migrant was reported to have been rescued. 
There was no immediate confirmation of the reports 
from the Moroccan authorities. In Tunisia, Faouzi 
Masmoudi, the court spokesman in Sfax city, told 
AFP that four people died, three were missing and 
another three dozen were saved in the latest tragedy 
off the country’s coast on Saturday.

“There was a new shipwreck this morning — four 
bodies were recovered from the beach at Sfax and 
three other people are missing. Another 36 were 
saved,” Masmoudi said. He said that another vessel 
with 37 people aboard went down after setting off 

ROME: Italy’s Prime Minister, Giorgia Meloni ponders 
during a press conference on April 5, 2023. — AFP

from Tunisia’s coast before it “sank on Friday after-
noon”, and that 20 people were unaccounted for.

Citing witness accounts, he added that 17 people 
were rescued from Friday’s incident. Enquiries have 
begun into both incidents, Masmoudi said. He said 
the objective was to “find out the organizers behind 
these attempted crossings in boats made from metal 
sheeting which don’t even offer minimum safety con-
ditions but are cheaper to make than wooden ones”.

Tunisia’s shores, only about 150 kilometers (90 
miles) from the Italian island of Lampedusa, are 
increasingly being used as a springboard for often 
perilous attempts by West Africans, Sudanese and 
others to reach safety and better lives in Europe.

Saturday’s sinking was at least the seventh since 
the beginning of March, according to an AFP tally, 
in incidents which have left around 100 people dead 
or missing. The latest cases add to the more than 
14,000 migrants which Tunisia’s coastguard said on 
Friday it had intercepted on their way to Europe be-
tween January and March.

That is more than five times the number from the 
first quarter of 2022, official data showed. “Coast 
guard patrols prevent 501 clandestine attempts to 
cross the maritime border and rescued 14,406 (mi-
grants) including 13,138 from sub-Saharan African 
countries,” between January 1 and March 31, the 
coastguard said in a statement.

That is up from 2,532 intercepted in the same 
period last year, including 1,657 from sub-Saharan 
Africa, National Guard spokesman Houcem Eddine 
Jebabli told AFP. “The number is well up, because 

many more people are trying to leave,” he said.
Dozens of migrants drowned in a string of inci-

dents last month after comments in February by Tu-
nisian President Kais Saied. He ordered officials to 
take “urgent measures” to tackle irregular migration, 
claiming without evidence that “a criminal plot” was 
under way to change Tunisia’s demographic makeup.

The comments led to a wave of evictions and vi-
olence against black migrants. Tunisia itself is in the 
throes of a long-running socio-economic crisis, with 
spiraling inflation and persistently high joblessness. 
Tunisians are also among the migrants trying to 
reach Italian shores. —AFP

School poisonings 
affect over 5,000
girls across Iran
TEHRAN: Dozens of schoolgirls were poi-
soned Saturday in several schools across 
Iran, local media reported, in continuation of 
the mysterious phenomenon that has shaken 
the country for months.

Since late November many schools, most-
ly for girls, have been affected by sudden 
poisoning incidents from gases or toxic sub-
stances, in some cases causing fainting and 
hospitalization among the students.

At least “60 students were poisoned in 
a girls’ school in the town of Haftkel” in the 
oil-rich southwestern province of Khuzestan, 
state television’s IRIB news agency cited a 
local official as saying.

A number of schoolgirls were poisoned 
in “five schools in Ardabil in the north-
west”, where the victims showed symptoms 
of “anxiety, shortness of breath and head-
aches”, a provincial medical official told the 
news agency.

In the northwestern town of Urmia, cap-
ital of West Azerbaijan province, “a number 
of schoolgirls were taken to hospital on Sat-
urday after feeling sick”, ILNA news agency 
reported without further elaboration.

According to an official count provided 
on March 7, “more than 5,000 students” 
have been affected by similar poisonings in 
more than 230 establishments, located in 25 
of the country’s 31 provinces.

On Friday MP Hamidreza Kazemi, the 
head of the national fact-finding committee 
formed to investigate these cases, specified 
that “the final report” would be published “in 
two weeks”.

“We have received reports from various 
bodies and we are studying the issue in order 
to present our conclusion to parliament,” he 
was quoted as saying by state television.

Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei had called on March 6 for “severe 
sentences” up to the death penalty against 
those found responsible for the poisonings, 
which he described as “unforgivable crimes”.

The poisoning cases began two months 
after the start of a protest movement in Iran 
sparked by the September 16 death in cus-
tody of Mahsa Amini, 22, following her arrest 
for allegedly violating the strict dress code 
for women. —AFP

US eyes aid to stop
violence spilling into
coastal West Africa
WASHINGTON: The United States is preparing long-
term assistance for the Ivory Coast, Benin and Togo as 
concerns rise that jihadist violence in the Sahel could 
spill into coastal West Africa, officials said. Speaking to 
AFP, the officials said Western support was also critical 
to halting Russia’s Wagner mercenary group which has 
made major inroads in violence-torn Sahel countries, 
including by allying with Mali’s military junta.

Vice President Kamala Harris, visiting Ghana last 
month as part of a growing US push in Africa, prom-
ised $100 million over 10 years to reinforce resilience 
in coastal West Africa. State Department officials are 
also looking at additional funding including from the 
counter-terrorism budget.

In a new global strategy to prevent conflict and 
promote stability, President Joe Biden’s administra-
tion identified coastal West Africa as a priority for the 
coming decade. The report, released in March, said 
that the Sahel to the immediate north had experienced 
more terrorist attacks than any other region and that it 
was critical to “prevent violent conflicts from emerg-
ing or further spreading across the region.”

While coastal cities connected to the world through 
seaports have been mostly unscathed, violence has 
been rising in areas bordering Mali and Burkina Faso. 
“It’s a significant and burgeoning threat,” said Mi-
chael Heath, the deputy assistant secretary of state in 

US Vice President Kamala Harris (C) and Second Gentleman Douglas Emhoff (R) receive Kente cloths from Chief 
Osabarima Kwesi Atta II (L) at the Emintsimadze Palace in Cape Coast, Ghana, on March 28, 2023. — AFP

South African 
fugitive arrested 
after prison break

JOHANNESBURG: A South African fugitive who 
faked his own death in a prison break that embar-
rassed authorities has been apprehended in Tanza-
nia, the government said on Saturday. Thabo Bester, 
a convicted rapist, escaped from a privately-run 
prison in Bloemfontein in May last year — but South 
African police only found out last month.  On Satur-
day, Justice Minister Ronald Lamola said Bester 
was arrested by Tanzanian authorities on Friday 
night along with a woman he is reportedly roman-

charge of West Africa. “It’s something of concern to us 
because the capabilities of the governments in place 
— they’ve never faced a threat like this before,” he 
told AFP. “They’re trying to cope with this, and we’re 
trying to see what kind of tools they need,” said Heath, 
who recently returned from a trip to the region with 
other State Department officials to assess needs.

Heath said he has not yet seen a presence in 
the three countries of the Wagner Group, which 

has been accused of human rights abuses in sev-
eral countries including Ukraine, where the unit 
has played a key role in the invasion. “They’re not 
yet in the coastal West African states, but we know 
they’re looking for opportunities to take advantage 
of instability wherever they see it,” he said. US offi-
cials accuse Russia of stepping up disinformation in 
French-speaking Africa, seeing a ripe audience due 
to post-colonial resentments. — AFP

tically involved with and another person. “(We) 
can confirm that escapee Mr Thabo Bester with 
his accomplice Dr Nandipha Maguduma(na) 
along with a Mozambican national have been ar-
rested in Tanzania late last night,” Lamola told a 
press briefing.

Bester was believed to have died after setting 
himself on fire behind bars, but in late March police 
said DNA tests revealed the charred remains found 
in his cell belonged to someone else. Dubbed the 
“Facebook rapist”, Bester allegedly lured victims 
on the social media platform before raping and 
robbing them. He killed at least one victim.

In 2012 he was sentenced to life in prison for 
rape, robbery and murder. Police Minister Bheki 
Cele said the three were held in the northern Tan-

zanian city of Arusha, near the Kenyan border, as 
they attempted to leave the country.

Authorities stopped the black SUV the fugitives 
were travelling in after it left a hotel. The suspects 
had arrived in Arusha from Dar es Salaam, Cele 
said the suspects were each in possession of sev-
eral passports, he added.

Tanzanian authorities identified the third person 
as Zakaria Alberto. “All are being held by the police,” 
Tanzania police spokesman David Misime said in a 
statement. “Arrangements for legal communications 
both locally and internationally are ongoing.”

Doubts about Bester’s death were first raised by 
local media outlet GroundUp in November. Last 
month, police opened a fresh murder investiga-
tion after an autopsy revealed the body found in 

Bester’s cell had died as a result of blunt force trau-
ma to the head before it was set ablaze.

The body’s identity is still unknown. Earlier this 
week, police raided a villa in an affluent Johannes-
burg suburb where Bester was thought to have 
spent time in hiding with Magudumana. Lamola 
said a South African delegation will travel to Tan-
zania tomorrow to bring the fugitives back.

“We are confident that we will receive maxi-
mum cooperation from our sister nation, Tanza-
nia, to assist us to bring these fugitives to jus-
tice,” Lamola said. British private security firm 
G4S, which operates the prison Bester escaped 
from, has said three employees were dismissed in 
connection with the incident. — AFP



ZURICH: Swiss Finance Minister Karin 
Keller-Sutter said Switzerland’s econo-
my would probably have collapsed had 
Credit Suisse gone bankrupt, in an inter-
view published Sunday.

Keller-Sutter told Le Temps newspa-
per that the government had acted in the 
country’s best interests in swiftly arrang-
ing the takeover of Switzerland’s sec-
ond-biggest bank by its larger domestic 
rival UBS. Amid fears of a global bank-
ing crisis last month, investor confidence 
in Credit Suisse collapsed on March 15, 
with the government then orchestrating a 
takeover during the weekend before the 
markets reopened on March 20.

Some 109 billion Swiss francs ($120 bil-
lion) have been put on the table between 
government guarantees and the liquidity 
made available by the Swiss central bank.

“Given the circumstances, we acted as 
best we could to minimize the burden for 
the state and the taxpayers,” Keller-Sutter 
said. “Without determined intervention by 
the authorities, the alternative would have 
been a bankruptcy of Credit Suisse on 
Monday morning, accompanied by a prob-
able collapse of the Swiss economy.”

Like UBS, Credit Suisse was among 
the 30 banks worldwide deemed of glob-
al importance to the international banking 
system and therefore too big to fail. But 
it suffered a string of scandals in recent 
years, and after three US regional banks 
collapsed in March, it was left looking like 
the weakest link in the chain.

Double-quick deal
The takeover talks were hastily con-

ducted at Keller-Sutter’s finance minis-

try in Bern and the $3.25 billion deal was 
announced on the evening of March 19. 
“The bank would have gone bankrupt on 
Monday, March 20. For what? Because 
over the years there has been a culture 
that seems to have created the wrong in-
centives. Because there have been many 
scandals,” said Keller-Sutter.

As for whether any executives would 
be brought to justice, she said: “It’s diffi-
cult and complex.” She said the govern-
ment’s priority was to complete the merg-
er. UBS said Wednesday it should close 
the takeover within the coming months. 
The finance minister said it was too soon 
to talk about the future structure of UBS, 
which will become a mega-bank with 
some $5 trillion in invested assets.

Keller-Sutter said the government 
would have to analyze what happened 
in full, and then adapt the regulations 
on banks considered too big to fail. “But 
there are limits. Let’s not forget that... 
confidence cannot be regulated.” —AFP

KUWAIT: The highly anticipated US labor report re-
vealed jobs growth moderated in March as the econo-
my added 236,000 positions, down from the upward-
ly revised 326,000 accrued in February and far below 
the 472,000 recorded in January. Meanwhile, the un-
employment rate slipped to 3.5 percent, just above a 
multi-decade low, while wage growth remained firm 
as average hourly earnings gained another 0.3 per-
cent in March after a 0.2 percent increase in February. 
On a yearly basis, wages increased 4.2 percent. The 
report follows other data which offered signs that the 
year-long effort by the Fed to tame inflation is starting 
to weigh on the historically robust labor market.

Last month, the Fed raised its benchmark over-
night interest rate by 25 bps while indicating it was 
on the verge of pausing further rate hikes amid the 
banking sector turmoil. The central bank has so far 
hiked its policy rate by 475bps from near-zero on 
March 2022 to the current 4.75-5 percent range. 
Most officials see rates peaking at 5 percent to 5.25 
percent this year and forecast no cuts until 2025. 
Many predict that payrolls will turn negative in the 
second half of 2023, which would compel the Fed to 
start cutting rates to avoid plunging the economy into 
a deep recession, even as Fed Chair Jerome Powell 
pushed against this assumption. Also complicating 
the outlook for the Fed is the extent of the economic 
shock posed by the recent banking turmoil. Fed chair 
Powell along with other officials have suggested there 
is likely to be a credit crunch as lenders pullback, al-
though the magnitude is uncertain. 

Market reaction 
The data placed US government bonds under sell-

ing pressure as the policy sensitive two-year Treasury 
yield touched a high of 4.13 percent while the 10-year 
yield rose to 3.54 percent. Stock markets were closed 
on Friday, however pricing in the futures market in-
dicated investors continue to believe the Fed has im-
plemented its last rate rise this cycle. The dollar index 
gained ground, ending Friday at 0.15 percent higher 
and sending the euro and pound lower.

In commodities, gold has caught some attention 
as prices hold above $2,000/oz despite the near 5 
percent rates available in overnight dollar deposits. 
Meanwhile, oil prices surged after Saudi Arabia and 
other OPEC+ producers announced a surprise round 
of output cuts. The decision heightened worries re-
garding global inflation, and sent Brent crude surging 
to a 4-week high of $86.44.

Data adds to recession fear
Other data last week showed US manufacturing 

activity slumped in March as new orders plunged. 
The Institute for Supply Management’s manufactur-
ing PMI fell to 46.3 last month from 47.7 in February, 
reaching its lowest level since May 2022. Placing aside 
the Covid-19 pandemic, the reading was the weakest 
since mid-2009. The PMI has now remained in con-
tractionary territory for a fifth straight month. No 
components of the ISM Manufacturing PMI report 
crossed the expansionary threshold of 50 in March. 
Meanwhile, representing a far greater portion of the 
economy, the ISM’s non-manufacturing PMI fell to 
51.2 last month from 55.1 in February. The index had 
rebounded in the first two months of this year, howev-
er was unable to hold those gains to close the quarter. 
Still, the above-50 reading indicates an expansion. 
The report reveals consumer demand for services re-
mains strong however is moving in the right direction 
in terms of the Fed’s effort to tame inflation. 

Swiss inflation down
Consumer price growth eased by more than ex-

pected last month in Switzerland, increasing an annu-
alized 2.9 percent in March from 3.4 percent in Febru-
ary. The figure reveals the steepest decline in almost 
three years, primarily due to energy and fruit costs, 
as well as holiday accommodation. Underlying infla-

tion was also doing well, with the gauge slowing to 2.2 
percent after accelerating since October. Switzerland 
has had low or negative inflation for decades, and has 
been able to dodge much of the price pressures that 
hit Europe and the rest of the world. This is mainly 
due to a rising Swiss franc which reduced imported 
inflation. Putting that into perspective, the CHF gained 
13 percent against the EUR since its low point in 2021. 
Another major factor is the central bank’s restraint on 
using quantitative easing compared to its peers. To 
compare, the US expanded its money supply by 77 
percent and the eurozone expanded by 52 percent 
while Switzerland’s saw just a 22 percent increase. 

The Canadian economy added more jobs than 
expected in March, and the unemployment rate re-
mained near a record low for a fourth straight month 
in a sign of economic resilience ahead of the cen-
tral bank policy meeting. The economy gained a net 
34,700 jobs, almost triple the 12,000 forecasted, 
while unemployment held steady at 5.0 percent, ac-
cording to Statistics Canada. 

RBA pauses rate hikes
The Reserve Bank of Australia kept its policy rate 

unchanged at 3.6 percent last week, providing relief 
for indebted households and businesses after hiking 
a total of 350 bps since last May. The central bank 
recognized the lag that comes with policy tightening, 
noting that the full effect of the increases is yet to be 
felt by the economy. The decision follows the latest 
update from the Australian Bureau of Statistics show-
ing inflation rose 6.8 percent in February, down from 
8.4 percent in December, but still well above the 2-3 
percent target band set by the RBA. The central bank 
assumes inflation has peaked, and will ease to 3 per-
cent in 2025. Looking at the labor market, conditions 
remain tight with the unemployment rate dropping 
back to 3.5 percent in February. Despite the pause 
on interest rate hikes, RBA Governor Philip Lowe 
reaffirmed that some further tightening of monetary 
policy is not off the table and may be considered to 
ensure that inflation returns to target. 
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Small US banks use enlarged deposit 
guarantee to compete with giants

Small lenders appear vulnerable to an exodus of depositors
NEW YORK: In the wake of the latest US banking 
meltdown, small lenders might appear vulnerable to 
an exodus of depositors fleeing for larger banks. US 
banking rules guarantee deposits of up to $250,000, 
meaning that customers with larger holdings face 
losses if the bank goes under.

The implications of this rule became painfully 
clear with the collapse of Silicon Valley Bank in early 
March after it suffered a run from customers with 
holdings exceeding the $250,000 Federal Depos-
it Insurance Corporation (FDIC) threshold. Federal 
data shows that some depositors at small banks did 
head for the exits, moving some $120 billion in a sin-
gle week into larger banks sometimes viewed as too 
big to fail. But minnows like Leader Bank of Massa-
chusetts and Heritage Bank of Minnesota also have a 
solution to the issue that enables them to pitch them-
selves as safe options for those seeking to safeguard 
sums well beyond the $250,000 FDIC limit.

Leader Bank can guarantee up to $100 million in 
deposits from individuals through a technology plat-
form run by fintech company IntraFi that essential-
ly helps to distribute the funds among a network of 
large and small banks. This system of reciprocal de-
posits—which has been getting more attention since 
the SVB collapse—allows banks to accept large de-
posits well beyond $250,000 while still guarantee-
ing clients they will be federally insured.

The program appealed to Jennifer Klepper, a 
cofounder of the startup Early Works, who began 
looking at different cash management options 
last fall. The goal was to take advantage of higher 
interest rates, while making sure the money was 
federally insured.

“We considered putting $250,000 in each 
bank,” said Klepper. But that option was an “ac-
counting nightmare,” leading Klepper to a pro-
gram offered by Heritage Bank. 

Safer than big bank? 
The IntraFi venture and similar offerings from 

American Deposit Management and Wintrust, 
though compliant with US law, have not escaped 
criticism. Former FDIC Chair Sheila Bair has ac-
cused the ventures of “just gaming the FDIC 
rules,” arguing it adds moral hazard. The FDIC 
“takes all the credit risk,” resulting in “much big-
ger costs to the FDIC,” she said.

But Jay Tuli, president of Leader Bank, counters 
that the program mitigates risk “because it spreads 
the concentration of large depositors among many 
banks, not just a select few.” Further, such reciprocal 
deposit programs “can help reduce the risk of bank 
runs because insured depositors have no reason to 
participate in bank runs, much less start them,” said 
Tom Geiger, chief executive of Heritage Bank.

Since SVB failed, there has been discussion in 
Washington of raising the $250,000 FDIC limit, but 
no consensus has emerged thus far. In any case, small 
banks have not always been eager to tout recipro-
cal deposits. Bank employees “are very hesitant to 
mention deposit insurance,” said Geiger, adding that 
the fear is that borrowers will think “maybe there’s 
something wrong with this bank.”

This reticence also explains why reciprocal lend-
ing programs are better known even though they 
have been around since the early 2000s. “It’s real-
ly unfortunate, because ... we have this great tool at 

our disposal,” said Geiger. But the latest crisis has 
refocused attention on the FDIC limits, said Tuli of 
Leader, which added 100 new business clients in the 
week after SVB failed. “We probably brought in like, 
you know, six months of business in one week,” Tuli 
said. “We gained a lot of clients since SVB.” Con-

sciousness of the FDIC limits is also much higher in 
the startup world post-SVB, said Klepper.

“There’s a lot more awareness now,” said Klepper. 
“We’re starting to see more banks advertising their 
(reciprocal deposit programs) because people are 
now thinking about it.” — AFP

Silicon Valley Bank headquarters in Santa Clara, on March 9, 2023.

Bank takeover 
prevented Swiss 
economy collapse

Suisse is seen in Basel. — AFP

Airbus to sell 
50 helicopters 
to Chinese firm
PARIS: France-based Airbus said Friday that 
it had agreed to sell 50 helicopters to the Chi-
nese leasing firm GDAT, a deal announced on 
the final day of President Emmanuel Macron’s 
state visit to China. “We are honored GDAT 
has decided to bolster their all-Airbus fleet of 
26 helicopters with the addition of 50 H160 
helicopters,” Bruno Even, CEO of Airbus He-
licopters, said in a statement.

Macron visited Guangzhou in China’s 
southern industrial heartland on Friday, the 
final stop on a three-day visit in which he 
has repeatedly pushed his counterpart Xi 
Jinping to help end the Ukraine conflict. His 
office had said beforehand that he would 
seek “another path” from the directly con-
frontational route often taken by the United 
States, with trade with China still seen as an 
important part of ties.

“This contract is a great example of the 
importance of economic and trade cooper-
ation between France and China,” Peter Ji-
ang, chairman of GDAT, was quoted as say-
ing in the Airbus statement. Shanghai-based 
GDAT specializes in helicopter sales, leas-
ing and maintenance, with clients including 
the Chinese emergency services and gov-
ernment agencies.

The H160 is marketed as a versatile heli-
copter by Airbus that can be used for roles 
ranging from VIP travel to military missions. 
Airbus said Friday’s order was the largest for 
civilian use since the launch of the H160 in 
2015. No financial details were given about 
the value of the deal. — AFP

Greenback 
rises on US 
jobs data
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Market Summary:
• Premier market volume with no 
change while value rose 6% while. Main 
market volume and value rose 93% and 

• Premier and Main indexes both 

resistance levels.

at 6969, with support levels at 6959, 
6918, and 6862, while resistance at 
6981. The Premier index closed at 7725, 
with support levels at 7701, and 7639, 
while resistance at 7784. The Main 
index closed at 5455, with support 
levels at 5424, 5393, and 5339, while 
resistance at 5467.
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NBK unveils commercial credit 
cards for corporate customers

The first-of-its-kind in Kuwait to provide unparalleled financial solutions
KUWAIT: As part of its ongoing efforts to pro-
vide the best financing solutions, exclusive offers, 
and launch new products and services that meet 
the diverse banking needs of our customers, Na-
tional Bank of Kuwait (NBK) has unveiled one-
of-a-kind commercial credit cards that provide 
financial solutions for businesses. These credit 
cards are the first of their kind in the country, and 
they reinforce the bank’s commitment to deliver-
ing exceptional banking experiences.

The new commercial cards include:
• NBK Executive Visa Signature Credit Card: 

Designed with a distinctive metallic finish, with 
1.5 percent cashback

• NBK Commercial Visa Signature Credit 
Card: with 1.5 percent cashback

• NBK Commercial Visa Platinum Prepaid 
Card: with 1 percent cashback

Applying for commercial card is a hassle-free 
process, and customers can do so easily using ei-
ther NBK online banking for corporate banking 
or through the relationship manager.

Key benefits of commercial cards
The commercial cards offer several advan-

tages, including the opportunity for customers 
to earn unlimited cashback of 1.5 percent, which 
is deposited to their card on a monthly basis - a 
first-of-its-kind feature in Kuwait. Additionally, 
customers can use virtual cards that facilitate 
easy fund access while safeguarding their ac-
tual card number.

Additional benefits of the newly introduced 
cards include a lifetime free feature with no an-
nual fees and a consolidated statement accessi-
ble to customers through the Visa Spend Clarity 
for Business platform. This includes easy-to-use 
expense tracking tools, spend management con-
trols, virtual cards and plenty of business features 
and solutions. The Visa Spend Clarity for Business 
platform provides effective work management 
and enables card spend control through transac-
tion notifications, as well as intuitive dashboards 
and streamlined reporting that can be easily inte-
grated with various accounting software.

Visa Commercial Cards offer its cardholders 
various perks like extended warranty and buyer 

protection, which are great for everyday business 
purchases. All this, plus access to free travel in-
surance, travel offers and exclusive discounts.

In recognition of the innovative design and 
cutting-edge functionality of the Commercial 
Cards, Visa has presented NBK with the “Excel-
lence in Commercial Card Launch” award.

Pradeep Handa, General Manager - For-
eign Corporate, Oil and Trade Finance Group 
at National Bank of Kuwait commented on this 
launch, saying, “The newly launched commer-
cial cards are the first of-their kind in Kuwait. 
They offer distinctive financial solutions that 
enable businesses to have great flexibility and 
control over their expenses. This aligns with 
NBK’s objective to providing customers with  
a comprehensive and exceptional banking ex-
perience, along with market-leading products 
that reflect our leadership position.”

“With its extensive experience in under-
standing the unique needs of businesses, NBK is 
constantly striving to enhance the quality of its 
banking services to  provide the essential sup-
port needed to drive the growth of their oper-
ations,” he added. Handa noted that in creating 
unique and value added banking solutions for 
customers, NBK constantly emphasizes innova-
tion, with the purpose of assisting its customers 
to achieve their goals by providing them with 
the tools and resources they need to manage 
their finances effectively.

“NBK collaborates closely with its customers 
to identify their requirements and establish strong 
relationships with them. Moreover, the bank in-
vests in developing new products and services 

that exceed their expectations,” he emphasized.
Ankush Devadason, Visa’s Head of Financial 

Institutions for Kuwait, said: “As the global lead-
er in digital payments, Visa strives to provide 
innovative and rewarding solutions that address 
the evolving payment needs of businesses ev-
erywhere. These Visa commercial credit cards 
provide NBK’s corporate clients an attractive 
cashback proposition as well as increased layer 
of visibility into spending that will help to lower 
the costs of doing business. 

The cards are also backed by Visa’s security 
technology and offer worldwide acceptance at 
our 70 million plus merchant locations world-
wide. We are therefore excited to partner with 
NBK and support their efforts in bringing inno-
vative and rewarding payment solutions to their 
corporate clients in Kuwait. Commercial cards 
are now available for all corporate banking and 
small and medium enterprises (SMEs).

• Our mission is to provide our customers with a 

position as a market leader through the introduc-
tion of ground-breaking new products
• NBK always maintains its commitment to inno-
vation by developing new banking products and 
servicesPradeep Handa 

Jordan, Greece to
boost economic 
cooperation
AMMAN: The Jordanian Businessmen As-
sociation (JBA) discussed with Greek Am-
bassador Eleftheria Galathianaki means of 
strengthening economic relations and invest-
ment opportunities in promising sectors and 
linking the business communities in the two 
countries. According to a JBA statement, the 
association’s President Hamdi Tabbaa under-
scored the business community’s commitment 
to promoting investment in the Kingdom and 
strengthening Jordan’s economic relations with 
various countries through joint business coun-
cils, pointing to a memorandum of understand-
ing signed in 2006 between the association and 
the Greek Exporters Association in Northern 
Greece.  Tabbaa stressed the need to find joint 
work programs based on the economic sectors 
and areas of priority, cooperation at the level 
of private sector institutions and increasing 
networking through holding bilateral meetings 
and delegation visits. He pointed out that the 
association is about to hold an international 
conference for French-speaking business own-
ers in mid-May, calling on the Greek business 
community to participate and visit Jordan to 
look firsthand at investment opportunities in 
promising economic sectors and leverage the 
new investment environment law.

For her part, Galathianaki indicated that the 
volume of trade exchange between the two 
countries is still modest and does not reflect the 
capabilities available to both parties, stressing 
the importance of institutionalizing efforts to 
develop joint relations through increasing visits, 
especially in light of the resumption of the meet-
ings of the joint Jordanian-Greek committee. In 
2021, trade exchanges between the two countries 
amounted to $79 million, of which $23 million 
were exports to the Kingdom including copper, 
lead, fertilizers and vegetables. — Agencies



KUWAIT: Careem, the region’s leading multi-ser-
vice platform, expands its presence in Kuwait 
through a partnership with The Avenues. The 
ride-hailing service also introduced a ‘Ramadan’ 
car type this month, enabling easy donations with 
each booking. 

Customers in Kuwait can book a ride to and from 
The Avenues through the Careem app, with multi-
ple dedicated pickup locations at the mall’s main 
entrances.. Customers can also avail a 10 percent 
discount on all rides to and from the mall. Careem 
provides customers the option to pre-book a reg-
ular ‘Taxi’ car as well as a ‘Comfort’ private car 
across the country, and accepts both cash and digi-
tal payments, made directly through the app. 

Average ETAs for Careem rides in Kuwait are just 
under 5 minutes from the time of booking, and book-
ing prices for ‘Comfort’ private cars are significant-
ly more affordable than market prices. Careem also 
introduced features such as shareable ride-tracking 
to provide customers with an added sense of safety 
and security when booking their rides.

Antonio Alasmar, GM of Careem in Kuwait said, 
“We’re thrilled to partner with The Avenues to 
bring the convenience and affordability of Careem’s 
ride-hailing services to one of the busiest locations 
in Kuwait. Many mall goers spend long periods of 
time waiting for taxis, which can become even more 
of a hassle during peak hours and weekends. Our 
purpose at Careem is to simplify lives in the region, 
and we’re happy to offer our customers in Kuwait 
a simple and convenient transportation option 
through Careem.”

Careem also introduced a ‘Ramadan’ car op-
tion in partnership with UNHCR for the duration 
of the Holy Month of Ramadan, enabling custom-
ers across Kuwait to donate KD 0.25 to UNHCR 
with each booking. The amount is automatically 
included in the car booking price and is donated 
directly to UNHCR to provide Ramadan meals for 
refugees across the region. Careem also hosted an 
Iftar event for over 300 Captains. The event was 
sponsored by Nestle, who provided over 300 gift 
boxes to the Captains, as well as Friendi Mobile, 
who offered discounted calling and internet pack-
ages to the Captains. 

Careem launched in Kuwait in 2016, and pro-
vides its ride-hailing services in every major city 
across the country. To book a ride, download the 
Careem app on the App Store or Google Play and 
select ‘Taxi’ for regular car bookings, ‘Comfort’ 
for private car bookings, and ‘Ramadan’ to donate 
0.25KWD to UNHCR with each ride.

KUWAIT: Xcite, Kuwait’s leading electronics re-
tailer and part of Alghanim Industries (Kutayba 
Alghanim Group), announced the winners of its 
eagerly awaited Xcite Gaming (XG) Tournament, 
which was held between April 3 – 5, 2023, concur-
rently with the last three days of the second annual 
Al-Qabas Padel Tournament. The number of par-
ticipants in the video game tournament exceeded 
240 contestants. The event, which was attended by 
hundreds of spectators, showcased Kuwait’s top 
gamers and title holders battling it out in Fortnite, 
Valorant, and FIFA 2023.

Since its establishment by Xcite in 2017, Xcite 
Gaming (XG) has experienced steady growth by 
organizing live events, online contests, and a vari-
ety of gaming-focused initiatives. By actively sup-
porting the development of e-sports in the country, 
Xcite Gaming has made a significant impact on Ku-

wait’s gaming landscape. Their tournaments have 
gained popularity and recognition, offering talent-
ed gamers an opportunity to display their skills and 
compete for valuable rewards.

As a main sponsor for the Al-Qabas Padel 
Tournament, Xcite contributed to the event’s fes-
tive ambiance by setting up a dedicated area for 
carnival games. This initiative aimed to attract a 
larger audience and engage with a more diverse 
demographic, ultimately fostering a more inclu-
sive gaming environment. The Xcite Gaming tour-
nament boasted a prize pool exceeding $5,000, 
adding a thrilling dimension to the already intense 

competition. The event was a smashing success, 
with participants and spectators enjoying an 
unforgettable gaming experience alongside the 
Al-Qabas Padel Tournament. The gathering also 
provided a valuable networking opportunity for 
members of the gaming community.

As part of its ongoing commitment to uniting 
gamers and promoting esports in Kuwait, Xcite 
Gaming plans to continue exploring new oppor-
tunities for future events.  Xcite Gaming remains 
devoted to organizing events that unite the gaming 
community and plans to continue exploring new 
possibilities for future gatherings.
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Gulf Bank is the first bank in Kuwait 
to offer drive-through ITM services

The daily withdrawal limit is up to KD 5,000
KUWAIT: As part of its ongoing digital transfor-
mation plans and its 2025 strategy, that aims to 
consolidate Gulf Bank’s leading position as the Ku-
waiti Bank of the Future, Gulf Bank has announced 
the first drive-thru Interactive Teller machine (ITM) 
and ATM service in its Sharq branch on Ahmed Al-
Jaber Street. Gulf Bank is the first bank in Kuwait to 
provide this service to its customers, enabling them 
quick access to their accounts and the ability to ac-
cess banking services with ease and comfort; and 
without the hassle of searching for parking or even 
having to get out of the car.

Gulf Bank’s General Manager of Consumer 
Banking, Mohammed Al-Qattan, noted that Gulf 
Bank is steadily moving towards digital leader-
ship in the banking sector, through a compre-
hensive digital transformation journey. Gulf Bank 
is providing modern technological solutions, 
adopting the highest global standards in risk 
management practices, and promoting outstand-
ing employee performance based on dynamic in-
teraction and participation.

Al-Qattan indicated that Gulf Bank’s digital trans-
formation journey includes providing the best and 
most exceptional services through the Bank’s web-
site, the newly launched smartphone application, and 
through branches spread across various regions of 
Kuwait – creating an easier, simpler, safer, and more 
effective banking experience than ever before.

He pointed that Gulf Bank was one of the first 
banks in Kuwait to launch ITMs across branches to 
enable customers to conduct their daily transactions 

seamlessly. ITMs combine advanced technology 
with the availability of customer service represen-
tatives, making it possible for customers to conduct 
their banking transactions without entering a branch 
and waiting for their turn.

The ITM provides customers with multiple ser-
vices, including cash withdrawals and deposits, and 
the ability to alter the daily limit allowed for with-
drawals and deposits to reach up to KD 5,000. Oth-
er services include the freedom to choose their cur-
rency denominations from KD 1 to KD 20, and the 
option to use their civil IDs instead of debit cards. 
ITMs are available from 8 am to 11.30 pm with cus-
tomers able to direct their questions and receive 
instant answers from Bank employees at the ITM 
through video calls.

The ITM also provides services for inter-account 
transfers, credit card payments, prepaid cards, 

Al-Danah account openings, “KYC” customer data 
updates, SMS service activation, and ATM/credit 
card blocking. It is worth noting that the Interac-
tive Teller Machine (ITM) service is currently avail-
able in ten Gulf Bank branches, which are: Sharq 
branch, Crystal Tower, Jabriya, Al-Shaab, Al-Adan, 
Al-Salam (South Surra), Fahaheel (Al-Ghanim Elec-
tronics Complex), Hawally, Kuwait International 
Airport (T1), and Mishref. Gulf Bank’s vision is to be 
the leading Kuwaiti Bank of the Future. The Bank is 
constantly engaging and empowering its employees 
as part of an inclusive and diversified workplace in 
recognition of every employee’s role in delivering 
customer excellence and serving the community at 
large. With its extensive network of branches and 
innovative digital services, Gulf Bank is able to give 
its customers the choice of how and where to con-
duct their banking transactions, all while ensuring a 

simple and seamless banking experience.
Gulf Bank is committed to maintaining robust de-

velopments in sustainability at environmental, social 
and governance levels through diverse sustainability 
initiatives, strategically selected to benefit the Bank 
both internally and externally. Gulf Bank supports 
Kuwait Vision 2035 “New Kuwait” and works with 
various parties to achieve it.

Mohammed Al-Qattan:
• The new service ensures customers have quick 
access to their accounts, simplifying and acceler-
ating customer transactions
• Gulf Bank is moving steadily towards digital lead-
ership with various online services, smartphone 
applications, and multiple branches across the 
country

Xcite announces 
names of XG 
champions

Kalyan Jewellers 
celebrates Akshaya 
Tritiya with giveaways
KUWAIT: Kalyan Jewellers, one of the most trust-
ed and leading jewelry brands, has announced the 
commencement of its Akshaya Tritiya celebrations 
with exciting offers for customers across the coun-
try. To mark the auspicious occasion of Akshaya Tri-
tiya, Kalyan Jewellers is providing customers with 
appealing discounts and valuable giveaways on 
their jewellery purchases.

With these one-of-its-kind offers, Kalyan Jewellers 
aims to ensure that customers get maximum value on 
their jewelry purchases, across categories – from gold 
and diamonds to uncut and precious stone jewelry. 
Customers making gold jewelry purchases worth KD 
500 will receive a ½ gram gold coin, whereas those 
who purchase precious/uncut jewelry worth KD 500 
will get a 1-gram gold coin. On purchase of diamond 
jewelry worth KD 500, customers will be rewarded 
with a 2-gram gold coin. These bumper offers are val-
id until 30th May 2023 across showrooms in Kuwait.

Talking about Akshaya Tritiya offer announcement,  
Ramesh Kalyanaraman, Executive Director of Kalyan 
Jewellers, said, “Over the years, we have taken signif-
icant strides and accomplished major achievements 
towards creating a comprehensive ecosystem that el-
evates the overall customer shopping experience. As 
we kick start our 2023 Akshaya Tritiya campaign, our 
aim is to ensure that patrons receive highest possible 
benefit from their jewelry purchases. Our commitment 
to delivering the finest shopping experience to our 
valued customers remains steadfast, and we will al-
ways uphold the company’s fundamental principles of 
trust and transparency in the future.”

The jewelry retailed at Kalyan Jewellers goes 
through multiple purity tests and patrons also receive 
the Kalyan Jewellers 4-Level Assurance Certificate 
which guarantees purity, free lifetime maintenance of 
ornaments, detailed product information and trans-
parent exchange and buy-back policies. The certifi-
cation is part of the brand’s commitment to offering 
the very best to its loyalists. 

Russia threatens 
to scrap Ukraine 
grain deal
ANKARA: Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 
threatened to abandon a landmark grain deal with 
Ukraine if obstacles to Moscow’s exports remained. 
Negotiated in July by Turkey and the United Nations, 
the agreement allows Ukraine—one of the world’s 
top grain producers—to export grain through a safe 
corridor in the Black Sea.

“If there is no further progress in removing barriers 
to the export of Russian fertilizers and grain, we will 
think about whether this deal is necessary,” Lavrov 
told a news conference in the Turkish capital Anka-
ra, alongside his counterpart, Mevlut Cavusoglu. The 
agreement has so far allowed the export of more than 
27 million tons of grain and agricultural products.

It was renewed twice. When it was extended in 
March, Russia said it would be valid for 60 days 
instead of the 120 days in the original agreement. 
Moscow has been complaining that its side of the 
agreement, promising the right to export fertilizer, is 
not being respected. Turkey is pushing for a 120-day 
extension although it acknowledges that the agree-
ment has not been fully implemented.

“We value the continuation of the agreement 
which is also important in terms of reducing the 
global food crisis,” Cavusoglu said. There are no 
sanctions on Russian exports of food and fertilisers 
to global markets but the problems are related to the 
secondary sanctions imposed on shipping and insur-
ance companies as well as banks. “USA and England 
took some steps in terms of payment and insurance 
but we have to be fair, the problems continue”, Ca-
vusoglu said, adding that barriers remained.

Meanwhile, the influx of Ukrainian grain into 
Poland will be restricted, the countries announced 
Friday, following protests by farmers. Ukrainian 
grain has been transiting through the European 
Union to other countries after the war-torn coun-
try’s traditional Black Sea routes were blocked by 
Russia’s invasion. But due to logistical issues, the 
grain had been piling up and driving down local 
prices, leading to protests and the resignation of 
Poland’s agriculture minister.

Lavrov also met with President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan later Friday. NATO member Turkey, which has 
good ties with both Russia and Ukraine, has pushed 
both countries to resume peace talks after negoti-
ations broke down last year. Lavrov, who arrived in 
Ankara on Thursday, said  Moscow wants any peace 
talks to focus on creating a “new world order”.

“Any negotiation needs to be based on taking 
into account Russian interests, Russian concerns,” 
Lavrov said. “It should be about the principles on 
which the new world order will be based,” adding 
that Russia rejects a “unipolar world order led by 
‘one hegemon’”. Russia has long said it was leading 
a struggle against the United States’ dominance over 
the global stage, and argues the Ukraine offensive is 
part of that fight. The Kremlin this week said it had 
no choice but to continue its more than year-long 
offensive in Ukraine, seeing no diplomatic solution.

Cavusoglu, whose country hosted talks between 
Russia and Ukraine last year, expressed “concerns 
that the war will escalate in spring,” calling for the 
resumption of dialogue.

Russia meanwhile is mediating talks to normalise 
ties between Turkey and Syria after years of tensions 
since the Syrian civil war, which has left 500,000 
people dead and displaced millions since 2011. An-
kara supported rebel groups fighting to oust Syrian 
President Bashar Al-Assad. Cavusoglu said problems 
cannot be resolved in a single meeting, adding: “We 
are realistic. The dialogue must continue”. —AFP

Careem partners with 
The Avenues to offer 
ride hailing services
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The camera never 
lied... until AI told it to

An amateur photographer who 
goes by the name “ibreak-
photos” decided to do an ex-

periment on his Samsung phone 

called “space zoom” actually works.

Samsung used sparkling clear im-

Ibreakphotos took his own pictures 

added craters and other details.

-
ing many to wonder whether the 
shots people take are really theirs 

described as photographs.
-

is not alone in the race to pack its 

all the things photographers used 
-
-

backgrounds or simply wipe away 

alarm too.

Sidestepping the tech 

-

-
ain. “This automation is increasingly 
blurring boundaries between a pho-

-
cause the technology can learn and 
bring new elements beyond those 

This brings opportunities but also 

-

-

with as little processing as possible.
But sidestepping the tech is 

that technical jargon around AI is not 
-

as it is communicated clearly what 
each processing pipeline actually 

his real name.

completely new images. In the past 

popularity thanks to their ability to 

with just a short text prompt.
“This is not human-authored 

-

court cases in the United States 

retouchers and art directors”.
-

ateur photographer who recently 
tricked thousands on Instagram by 

disagreed. He said the lines drawn 

took many hours to create.
But there is broad agreement on 

-

not existential. “AI will not be the 

and photographers had always ris-
en to technical challenges. That 

world awash with AI-generated im-

will bring a deeper understanding 

The ‘AI obsessed’ photographer 
who tricked Instagram

J
-

-
-

text instructions.

-

generate unique pictures by mashing up a 

-
ney was liberating. He said it allowed him 

tackle his own social anxieties.
He started an Instagram account to house 

-

-

he said. “The eyes and skin were unrealis-

-

began to think the images were genuine. 

real photos or equipment I had included as 

He admits his answers were “misleading” 
since they suggested he had used his gear to 

choosing and editing images to boost the 

Sarcophagus of Pharaoh 
Ramses II unveiled in Paris

T -

-

-

to “an unprecedented cooperation between 

a tour that includes the United States and Austra-

-

-

military conquests and monumental construction 

teams there. The yellow-painted cedar-wood sar-

bright colours with his arms crossed on his chest 
-
-

-

-

-

-
-

-

T -

-

rising sports star Jordan.

chaotic journey that brought about the sing-

-

-

“I saw (in Jordan) something that may-
be nobody else saw... and I bet my job that 

-

came along (like that).”
“The only one that I could put close to 

-
-

going to be the best

at the time. He also came close to recruiting 

-

-

-

trends that were happening already but I 
think he also contributed quite a bit to that 

the marketing push promoting Jordan as 
-

charismatic athlete who was both cool yet 
-

worn at all times and in all circumstances.

-
-

on as he addresses a press conference at The 
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India’s tiger population rises above 3,000
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Plastic pollution is scourge 
of English coastal region
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Artist and environmental activist Rob Arnold, works on a sculpture called 
“A Lesson of history” that he created in 2017, inspired by the Moai heads 
on the Easter Island, entirely made from nurdles and other micro-plas-
tics collected on the beach, at the National Maritime Museum Cornwall, in 
Cornwall, south western England. —AFP photos

Environmental activist and artist Rob Arnold poses with his bags contain-
ing 20 millions nurdles that he collected over six years during beach clean-
ings outside a garage where he store them.

A volunteer uses a brush as she takes part in a beach clean organised to 
collect nurdles and other plastic waste on the Tregantle beach.

A volunteer shows nurdles collected during a beach 
clean organised on the Tregantle beach part of the 
Whitesand Bay, near Freathy, south western England.

Volunteers arrive to take part in a beach clean organ-
ised to collect nurdles and other plastic waste  on the 
Tregantle beach.

A photograph shows nurdles and other micro-plastics 
waste collected during a beach clean.

Environmental activist and artist Rob Arnold poses with his bags 
containing 20 millions nurdles that he collected over six years 
during beach cleanings outside a garage where he store them.

Artist and environmental activist Rob Arnold, works on 
a sculpture called “A Lesson of history” that he created 
in 2017, inspired by the Moai heads on the Easter Island, 
entirely made from nurdles and other micro-plastics.

Director of the Marine Institute of Plymouth Profes-
sor Richard Thompson poses next to a microscope 
as he analyses nurdles and other micro-plastics in 
a laboratory.

Director of the Marine Institute of Plymouth Professor 
Richard Thompson analyses nurdles and other mi-
cro-plastics in a laboratory.

Greek seismologist 
probed over April 
Fool’s volcano joke

Third massive whale in a month 
beaches itself, dies in Bali
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You should be dancing: ‘Saturday Night Fever’ suit up for sale

I

Wands from the “Harry Potter” movies, an original clapperboard used on the set of “Superman”, the Egyptian vulture-shaped coronation head-
- -

-

Musician, 80, vows to play 
trombone in Kyiv ‘until we win’

E

Jeremy Renner describes snowplough 

-



MUMBAI: Ajinkya Rahane hit the fastest fifty of the IPL 
season in 19 balls as Chennai Super Kings hammered Mum-
bai Indians by seven wickets on Saturday. In another show of 
destructive batting, England’s Jos Buttler and Yashasvi Jaiswal 
powered Rajasthan Royals to the top of the table with a 57-
run demolition of Delhi Capitals. David Warner’s Delhi slumped 
to their third loss of the season despite the captain top-scor-

ing with 65 and becoming the first overseas player to go past 
6,000 IPL runs. But Rahane stood out as the day’s best per-
former with his 27-ball 61 on debut for Chennai, guiding them 
to their target of 158 with 11 balls to spare at Mumbai’s Wank-
hede Stadium. “Me and Jinks (Ajinkya) spoke at the start of the 
season and I told him to play to his strengths, use your ability 
to manipulate the fields,” said CSK captain MS Dhoni. “I told 
him to go and enjoy, don’t take stress and we’ll back you.”

Coming in after the fall of Devon Conway for a duck, Rah-
ane tore into the Mumbai attack, which was without Jofra Ar-
cher after the England pace bowler was rested due to discom-
fort in his elbow. Mumbai skipper Rohit Sharma said Archer, 
who returned to the team in the previous match after missing 

last season, not playing was “just a precaution”. Rohit said the 
five-time champions need to be more “brave” in their upcom-
ing matches. Chennai’s England stars Ben Stokes and Moeen 
Ali missed out due to injuries and South Africans Dwaine Pre-
torius and Sisanda Magala made the team.

Delhi ‘long way off’ 
Ravindra Jadeja made an impression with his left-arm spin 

as he took the key wickets of Ishan Kishan (32), Cameron 
Green, out for 12 after an excellent caught and bowled, and 
Tilak Varma (22) to keep Mumbai to 157-8. Jadeja, who was 
named man of the match, was ably supported by New Zea-
land left-arm spinner Mitchell Santner, who returned figures of 

2-28. Tim David’s late cameo of 31 boosted Mumbai’s total but 
was still not enough to challenge the Chennai batting. Rahane, 
who was signed by Chennai for his base price of $61,094 in the 
December auction, smashed seven fours and three sixes.

Opener Ruturaj Gaikwad made an unbeaten 40 to move 
to the top of the batting charts with 189 runs this season as he 
jumped over Buttler (152) and Warner (158). In the first match 
of the day in Guwahati, last year’s runners-up Rajasthan post-
ed 199-4 after an attacking 98-run opening stand between the 
left-handed Jaiswal (60) and Buttler (79). Jaiswal struck five 
boundaries in the first over and Buttler soon took charge and, 
despite a middle-order stutter, took on the bowlers before 
Shimron Hetmyer hit an unbeaten 39. —AFP

KUWAIT: Sheikh Mubarak Abdallah Al-Mubarak 
Al-Sabah Annual Chess Championship was con-
cluded Friday April 7 - coinciding with The World 
Health Day as approved by the UN. The tourna-
ment was held at Sheikh Abdallah Al-Mubarak 
Al-Sabah Hall in Khaldiya. Tournament sponsor 
Sheikh Mubarak Abdallah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah 
said - selecting the closing day to coincide with the 
World Health Day is to draw attention to the de-

velopment of mental health and to provide time for 
fruitful thinking through games.

300 players participated in the event including 
92 juniors from 16 Arab and foreign countries in 
the presence of families and large number of fans. 
Sheikh Mubarak was happy for the turn out. He 
said chess is the game of minds that do not need 
translation and contributes to motivate and activate 
mental abilities. 

Meanwhile, International Chess arbiter thanked 
all those who contributed to the tournament’s suc-
cess. The two-day tournament had 9 rounds and 
each move took 10 minutes and 3 seconds. It was 
open for all nationalities. He also thanked Sheikh 
Mubarak for his interest.

AUGUSTA: This year’s Masters will pay the win-
ner a record $3.24 million from a highest-ever $18 
million prize money purse, Augusta National an-
nounced on Saturday. But if leader Brooks Koepka 
captures the green jacket on Sunday, he still won’t 
take home as much money as the $4 million he took 
by winning last week’s 54-hole LIV Golf League 
event in Orlando.

That’s the crazy state of the sport at the first 
Masters since Saudi-backed LIV Golf launched last 
June, luring away several big names from the PGA 
Tour with record $25 million purses from 54-hole 
events. Augusta’s 2023 prize money payout—which 
offers $1.944 million for second place and $1.224 
million for third—broke last year’s overall purse of 
$15 million, from which top-ranked Scottie Schef-
fler took a record $2.7 million winner’s prize.

Historic by Masters standards, the $18 million 
pales to the $25 million LIV purses, which include 
$20 for individual competition and $5 million for a 
team event. Prize money amounts for this year’s other 
three majors aren’t out yet but last year the US Open 
paid $17.5 million, the PGA Championship paid $15 
million and the British Open paid $14 million.

The $760,000 prize money difference from Or-
lando, should Koepka triumph at Augusta, might be 
more than made up for by the achievement of cap-
turing a fifth career major title—which would leave 
him only a British Open Claret Jug from completing 
a career Grand Slam. “The whole goal is to win the 
Grand Slam,” Koepka said Friday. “I feel like all the 
greats have won here and they have all won British 
Opens as well.

“I guess it’s one more box for me to tick to truly 
feel like I’ve done what I should have accomplished 
in this game.” Then again, it can be just about show-
ing the money. American Harold Varner made the 
profit motive clear this week when asked about the 
biggest benefit of his jump to LIV. “It’s the amount 
of money,” Varner said. “It’s generational. The way 
I grew up, it’s important to me to take care of my 
family, and you can do it by just signing on the dot-
ted line... I’d do it again.”

Against the LIV challenge, the PGA Tour has 
banned rebel players from its events and their legal 
battle is set to reach a courtroom early next year. 
The PGA has also made changes to its schedule 
to create ‘enhanced events’ with larger purses and 
fewer players. The majors have allowed LIV play-
ers to qualify, making them the showdown venues 
for the PGA-LIV rivalry. From 18 LIV players who 
qualified for the Masters, 12 advanced to the last 
two rounds, two withdrew and four missed the cut, 
including major winners Sergio Garcia, Bubba Wat-
son and Bryson DeChambeau.

Behind Koepka, the next best LIV players 
were six-time major winner Phil Mickelson and 
Chile’s Joaquin Niemann, both at 4-under and 
nine off the pace when play was halted until 
Sunday. Mickelson, a six-time major winner and 
three-time Masters champion, made a charge in 
his 30th Masters start. The 52-year-old US left-
hander could break his own record as the oldest 
man to win a major from his 2021 PGA Champi-
onship triumph at age 50. —AFP

Masters payout hits 
record $18m with 
$3.24m to winner

LOS ANGELES: Kawhi Leonard scored 27 points 
and Norman Powell added 23 off the bench as the 
Los Angeles Clippers beat the Portland Trail Blaz-
ers 136-125 to edge closer to an NBA playoff berth 
on Saturday. The Clippers moved into fifth place in 
the Western Conference with the same record as 
reigning champions Golden State. But their fight 
to avoid the play-in for the seventh- through 10th-
placed teams will come down to the final day of the 
regular season on Sunday, when every NBA team 
will be in action.

“We started a little slow,” center Ivica Zubac said 
of the Clippers, who trailed Portland by as many as 
10 before cutting the deficit to six at halftime. “We 
knew we had to pick it up, we needed a win so we 
came out with a lot of energy and we got the job 
done.” Leonard scored 13 points in the third quarter 
as the Clippers came alive, out-scoring the Blazers 
45-26 to seize control.

They made eight of their 12 three-pointers in the 
third, then pushed the lead to as many as 19 in the 
fourth. The Clippers win ensured that the Minne-
sota Timberwolves will be among the four play-
in teams battling for two playoff spots, even after 
Minnesota’s monster 151-131 victory over the San 
Antonio Spurs. Los Angeles, meanwhile, will try 
to confirm their playoff berth with a win over the 

fourth-placed Phoenix Suns on Sunday in what 
could be a first-round series preview.

The Timberwolves drilled a season-high 24 
three-pointers and set a franchise record for 
points scored in their win over San Antonio. An-
thony Edwards made four three-pointers and 
scored a game-high 33 points. Karl-Anthony 
Towns added 22 points for the T’wolves, who can 
finish no worse than ninth and could move up if 
they beat eighth-placed New Orleans in their reg-
ular-season finale on Sunday. The Pelicans will be 
looking for a win in that game to keep the pres-
sure on the seventh-placed Lakers, who close the 
regular-season against Utah.

Delicate balance 
Denver who had already locked up the top 

seed in the West for the first time, fell 118-114 to 
the Utah Jazz in a contest that Nuggets coach Mi-
chael Malone acknowledged was a balancing act 
between keeping his players, including two-time 
NBA MVP Nikola Jokic, sharp and letting them risk 
injury. “Number one is not getting hurt,” Malone 
said of his team’s aims before the game. “It’s such a 
delicate balance. Nikola’s played in one of our last 
five games now. Jamal (Murray) has been out with a 
thumb. “On one level I would love to get our starting 
group some real minutes together. The flip side is 
you don’t want anybody getting hurt.”

Ochai Agbaji scored 28 points to lead the Jazz 
and Luka Samanic scored a career-high 23 points, 
Kentavious Caldwell-Pope scored 21 for the Nug-
gets. Murray added 20 points while Jokic had six 
points with 10 rebounds and 10 assists. Two days af-
ter all five of Denver’s starters sat out a loss to Phoe-

nix, the Nuggets got off to a slow start and trailed by 
as many as 19 in the first half. They missed seven of 
their first eight shot attempts, but had cut the deficit 
to 58-55 at halftime, and surged to the lead late in 
the third quarter. But with Denver’s starters on the 
bench in the fourth, Utah rallied. —AFP
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Zain joins conclusion of 2nd 
KEF Showjumping Tour

Company top supporter of local equestrian sports

KUWAIT: Zain, Kuwait’s leading digital service pro-
vider, joined the final ceremony of the second season 
of the Kuwait Equestrian Federation’s Showjumping 
Tour. Zain sponsored the competition in collaboration 
with the Kuwait Olympic Committee and Public Au-
thority for Sport. The event was attended by show-
jumpers from across local clubs, as well as crowds of 
equestrian enthusiasts and fans. 

During the final ceremony, Kuwait Equestrian Fed-
eration Chairman Masoud Johar Hayat honored Zain 
Kuwait’s Chief Corporate Affairs and Relations Offi-

cer Waleed Al Khashti in recognition of the compa-
ny’s support to this competition since its inception. Ali 
Al Kharafi emerged as champion of the competition’s 
second season, which kicked-off late last year. 

Zain is proud to have supported this unique local 
sporting event, which the company participated in for 
the second consecutive year in collaboration with the 
KEF. Zain’s support came under its corporate sustain-
ability strategy towards shouldering Kuwaiti sports 
and youth. The company is a strong believer in the 
talents and capabilities of the nation’s young athletes, 

especially those who are passionate about equestrian 
sports, which are deep rooted in Kuwaiti, Arab, and 
Islamic identities. 

The second season of the KEF’s Showjumping 
Tour (2022-2023) featured hundreds of showjump-
ers who represented public and private equestrian 
clubs from across the nation. The tour featured many 
competitions held across various clubs, including the 
Hunting and Equestrian Club, Kuwait Riding Center, 
and Messilah Equestrian Club.  Zain is always keen on 
supporting sports programs and official competitions 

hosted in Kuwait with the aim of elevating the Kuwaiti 
sports scene. The company strongly believes that the 
private sector has a vital role in progressing sports 
and youth initiatives, and it makes this belief a reali-
ty by shouldering similar events. As a leading private 
sector company in Kuwait, Zain is constantly looking 
to identify and support excellence across the sports 
sector. The company will continue to put Kuwaiti 
sports and athletes at the forefront of its priorities and 
pledges to continue motivating them to achieve all the 
recognition and support they deserve.

Clippers down Trail 
Blazers to close in 
on playoff berth

Kawhi Leonard #2 of the LA Clippers

Annual Chess 
Championship

Chennai floor 
Mumbai in IPL

Masoud Johar Hayat honors Waleed Al Khashti in recognition of Zain’s 
support. Hayat and Al Khashti with attendees during the event.



BARCELONA: Real Madrid suffered a 3-2 defeat 
by Villarreal in La Liga on Saturday in a thrilling 
clash ahead of their Champions League showdown 
against Chelsea next week. Real Sociedad beat Ge-
tafe 2-0 to tighten their grip on fourth place, while 
Villarreal rose to fifth after their impressive triumph 
at the Santiago Bernabeu. The champions remain 12 
points behind leaders Barcelona, who face Girona on 
Monday, with Villarreal winger Samuel Chukwueze 
scoring twice in a sensational individual display.

Pau Torres’s own goal sent Madrid in front but 
Chukwueze levelled before the break. Vinicius Ju-
nior netted a superb solo goal before Jose Luis Mo-
rales equalised again and Chukwueze curled home 
a superb winner, which reduced Madrid’s hopes of 
retaining the title to virtually nothing. “The truth 
is, it was hard for us to be 100 percent motivated, 
that’s quite normal,” Real Madrid coach Carlo An-
celotti told Movistar.

“If you aren’t 100 percent, you have to be better 
on the pitch, we weren’t organized, they manage the 

ball well and it was hard for us to get it back.” Howev-
er the coach said the defeat did not allow any doubts 
to creep in ahead of Chelsea’s visit in the Champions 
League quarter-final first leg. “No, no doubts,” add-
ed Ancelotti. “We knew it could be complicated, and 
Wednesday is another story. Our level dipped a bit 
today, but on Wednesday it will be at the maximum.”

The coach made six changes from the 4-0 Clasico 
thrashing of Barcelona in the Copa del Rey semi-fi-
nal midweek, with Europe in mind. However he main-
tained his attacking trio of Karim Benzema, Rodrygo 
and Vinicius, looking to put the game to bed early. 
Marco Asensio and Vinicius combined for Madrid’s 
opener, with Torres deflecting the latter’s cross into 
his own net. The visitors leveled late in the first half 
when Chukwueze’s magical footwork left defender 
Nacho Fernandez for dead, and the Nigerian finished 
clinically past Thibaut Courtois.

Madrid came out flying in the second half and Vi-
nicius scored a brilliant goal of his own, nutmegging 
defender Aissa Mandi to leave a crowd of perusers 
behind him, before slipping the ball home. The Brazil-
ian winger, on 21 goals across all competitions, should 
have matched his tally of 22 last season but fired into 
the side netting after being teed up by Benzema. The 
French forward, who scored hat-tricks in both his 
previous two games, was withdrawn before the hour 
mark to rest him for the Chelsea clash. — AFP
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Furuhashi double fires Celtic 
to crucial win over Rangers

Celtic move within touching distance of Scottish Premiership title
GLASGOW: Celtic moved within touching distance 
of the Scottish Premiership title as Kyogo Furu-
hashi’s double inspired a dramatic 3-2 win against 
Rangers in Saturday’s Old Firm derby. Furuhashi has 
been Celtic’s catalyst for much of the campaign and 
the Japan forward was the key again with his team’s 
opener in a frenetic clash at Parkhead. Rangers cap-
tain James Tavernier equalized with a superb free-
kick before dismal defending from the visitors hand-
ed Celtic second-half goals for Furuhashi and Jota.

Tavernier’s second took him to 100 goals for 
Rangers, but Celtic survived an anxious finish to 
claim a third victory over their bitter rivals this sea-
son. Ange Postecoglou’s side sit 12 points clear of 
second-placed Rangers with seven games left as 
they look to retain the title. They are on the verge of 
securing an 11th title in the last 12 seasons and could 
yet enjoy more success at Rangers’ expense, with a 
Scottish Cup semi-final date set for April 30. Celtic 
had won the most recent Old Firm showdown in the 
Scottish League Cup final in February and are now 
unbeaten in six successive league derbies. “It had a 
bit of everything. It was very competitive at times. 
It’s only natural that players will be on edge and that 
showed in our game,” Postecoglou said.

“I’m as much an onlooker as anyone else on 
game-day, and I can’t help but admire the character 
of this group of players. They find a way every time 
to get the job done.” Rangers boss Michael Beale 
added: “Fine margins. I thought we played well and 
deserved a bit more. “Obviously two big mistakes 
were quite costly for us. I thought one or two VAR 
decisions were harsh on us.” There were no Rang-
ers fans allowed into Parkhead due to safety con-
cerns, but the atmosphere generated by the 60,000 
crowd was still at fever pitch by kick-off in the east 
end of Glasgow.

Celtic thought they had made a dream start when 
Alastair Johnston’s lofted pass reached Furuhashi, 
who poked through the legs of Allan McGregor, only 
to see his celebrations curtailed by a correct offside 
call. Rangers were denied in more controversial cir-
cumstances when Alfredo Morelos stabbed in at the 
far post from a corner, with Kevin Clancy disallowing 
the goal for the Colombian’s contact with Johnston 
as the pair jostled for the ball.

That proved a crucial moment as Celtic broke 
the deadlock in the 26th minute. Matt O’Riley cut 
his pass back to the middle of the penalty area, 
where Furuhashi took a deft touch as he swivelled 
to plant a clinical finish past McGregor. Against 
the run of play, Rangers drew level on the stroke of 
half-time after O’Riley slid in to foul Malik Tillman. 
Tavernier made O’Riley pay as he curled a sublime 
25-yard free-kick past Joe Hart via the underside of 
the crossbar, reducing Parkhead to stunned silence 
for the first time all afternoon.

But just as Rangers had seized the momentum, it 
was snatched away from them in the 62nd minute. 
Beale’s team had only themselves to blame as Ben 
Davies miscued a clearance in his own six-yard box 
and tried to rescue the situation with a panicked 
header that bounced off Jota for Furuhashi to fire 
home from close range. The frenzied Celtic celebra-
tions on the pitch and in the stands underlined the 
significance of Furuhashi’s 28th goal in all competi-
tions this season.

If the second goal was a gift from Rangers, then 
Celtic’s third in the 73rd minute came thanks to 
more woeful defending. John Souttar’s weak back-
pass was well short of McGregor, allowing Jota to 
nip in and slot into the empty net from an acute 
angle. Rangers refused to surrender and Tavernier 
got one back in the 79th minute, arriving at the far 

post to meet Borna Barisic’s cross with a powerful 
header that gave Hart no chance. In a tense finale, 
Tavernier was inches away from rescuing Rangers 
with another header, but this time the defender’s ef-
fort flashed wide. — AFP

Celtic’s Japanese striker Kyogo Furuhashi

Lazio consolidate 
2nd place as Roma 
up to third
MILAN: Lazio strengthened their grip on second 
place in Serie A with Saturday’s impressive 2-1 win 
over Juventus, while Paulo Dybala moved Roma just 
behind their capital city rivals with the only goal at 
Torino. Sergej Milinkovic-Savic and Mattia Zaccagni 
struck the goals which sank Juve and gave Maurizio 
Sarri’s team a great chance of reaching the Champi-
ons League next season.

With nine matches remaining Lazio are five points 
ahead of Roma in third and most importantly seven 
in front of Inter Milan, who have been knocked out of 
the top four after drawing 1-1 at Salernitana on Fri-
day, the only point they have collected from their last 
four matches. The Roman side were deserving win-
ners of pulsating match at the Stadio Olimpico which 
was won by Zaccagni’s brilliantly taken goal seven 
minutes after half-time. Italian winger Zaccagni was 
a menace all night and ended a superb team move by 
sweeping home his 10th goal of the season from Luis 
Alberto’s wonderfully disguised flick.

“We’re all really happy because tonight’s match 
was really important,” Zaccagni told DAZN. “Even 
in those final minutes when it was a bit on top we 
really didn’t concede very much at all. It’s a big step 
forward. Being second is much more important than 
my 10 goals.” Zaccagni had set up Milinkovic-Savic’s 
38th-minute opener, which Juve thought was scored 
after a foul and was cancelled out almost immediate-
ly by Adrien Rabiot, and also had a goal ruled out for 
offside just after putting Lazio ahead.

The hosts’ win is also great news for Napoli, 
whose huge league has been cut back to 16 points but 
now no longer have to worry about seventh-placed 
Juve. The Turin giants, who pushed in vain for a sec-
ond equalizer late on, are hoping to have a 15-point 
penalty for illicit transfer activity revoked later this 
month but even if they succeed they would only be 
a point ahead of Lazio. Massimiliano Allegri’s side 
face Sporting Lisbon in the first leg of their Europa 
League quarter-final on Thursday with their hopes 
of making Europe through the league dented.

Dybala fires Roma third
Dybala has been Roma’s talisman since arriving as 

a free agent last summer, and he was once again key 
when he confidently netted his 11th league goal of the 
season in the eighth minute in Turin from the penalty 

spot. The Argentina international’s strike was enough 
for Jose Mourinho’s solid side to leapfrog both Milan 
and Inter Milan.

It was a classic Mourinho-style performance from 
Roma, a traditionally flaky team who have become 
an extremely well-drilled outfit and could make Eu-
rope’s top competition next season as a result. “We 
have a limited squad and we’re in the last eight of a 
Europa League which seems more like a Champions 
League this year, we’re playing three times a week,” 
said Mourinho to DAZN looking ahead to Thursday’s 
Europa League trip to Feyenoord. “That’s a problem 
for us, but I can’t think like I’m at a little team... let’s 
go game by game and we’ll see where our limits are.”

Smart second-half finishes from Nicola Sansone 
and Riccardo Orsolini at Atalanta moved eighth-
placed Bologna to within five points of their oppo-
nents, who sit sixth and in the Europa Conference 
League spot. Bologna have not featured in a major 
European competition since reaching the third round 
of the UEFA Cup in 1999 - although they did win 
the now defunct Intertoto Cup in 2002 - but were 
excellent in Bergamo. Thiago Motta’s team are two 
points ahead of Fiorentina, whose winning run ended 
at nine matches after M’Bala Nzola’s 13th goal of the 
season gave Spezia a 1-1 draw in Florence. — AFP

ROME: Juventus’ Argentinean forward Angel Di 
Maria controls the ball during the Italian Serie A 
football match between Lazio and Juventus on 
April 8, 2023.—AFP

Bologna closing 
in on Euro spots 
at Atalanta
MILAN: Bologna increased their hopes of Eu-
ropean football for the first time this century with 
Saturday’s impressive 2-0 win at Atalanta, while 
Sampdoria are heading towards relegation from 
Serie A after a late defeat by Cremonese. Smart 
second-half finishes from Nicola Sansone and 
Riccardo Orsolini moved eighth-placed Bologna 
to within five points of Atalanta, who sit sixth and 
in Serie A’s Europa Conference League spot.

That place in Europe’s third-tier club compe-
tition will drop down to seventh, currently occu-
pied by Juventus, if a team already qualified for 
continental football wins the Italian Cup. Of the 
six teams currently in the European places, Inter 
Milan are the only one in the semi-finals of the 
cup. Bologna have not featured in a major Euro-
pean competition since reaching the third round 
of the UEFA Cup in 1999 but are in fine fettle 
with nine matches remaining. 

Atalanta could have taken fourth place from 
Inter Milan on goal difference with a win but are 
now looking over their shoulders at Juventus, 
who are four points behind the Bergamo outfit 
and at Lazio later on Saturday. Thiago Motta’s 
team are two points ahead of Fiorentina, whose 
winning run ended at nine matches after M’Bala 
Nzola’s 13th goal of the season gave Spezia a 1-1 
draw in Florence. — AFP

Villarreal beat
Madrid, as Real 
Sociedad dig in

MADRID: Real Madrid’s Belgian goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois concedes a goal scored by Villarreal’s Spanish 
forward Jose Luis Morales during the Spanish league football match between Real Madrid CF and Villarreal CF 
on April 8, 2023. —AFP
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Messi, Ramos ease 
pressure on coach
PARIS: Lionel Messi scored one goal and set up an-
other for Sergio Ramos as Paris Saint-Germain won 
2-0 at Nice on Saturday to restore their six-point lead 
at the top of the Ligue 1 table and ease the pressure 
on coach Christophe Galtier. Messi converted a Nuno 
Mendes cross in the 26th minute before Gianluigi Don-
narumma produced several key saves and Dante was 
denied by the woodwork as PSG’s goal lived a charmed 
life on the Cote d’Azur. Ramos then ended any doubt 
about the outcome when he headed in a Messi corner 
with 14 minutes remaining, as PSG bounced back from 
suffering consecutive home defeats.

Those losses had piled the pressure on Galtier 
amid reports he may not even see out the season. 
The result clearly meant a lot to Galtier, who was 
in charge at Nice last season and expressed his 
displeasure at a banner unfurled by the home sup-
porters aimed at his mother. “My mum is 83 and has 
just had cancer. That’s all. And if these people in the 
stands have been watching games in Europe this 
season it is because of the work I did last season,” 
said Galtier, who led Nice to fifth in his single cam-
paign at the club.

A win for PSG’s nearest challengers Lens on Fri-
day had cut their lead at the top of the table to just 
three points before this game, and before the top 
two meet in Paris next weekend. “We knew we had 
a lot of pressure on our shoulders both because 

NICE:Paris Saint-Germain’s Argentine forward Lionel Messi scores a goal during the French L1 football 
match between Nice (OGCN) and Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) on April 8, 2023. —AFP

Man City crush Southampton
Spurs star Son becomes first Asian to score 100 Premier League goals

LONDON: Erling Haaland struck twice as Manchester City 
crushed Southampton 4-1 to close the gap on Premier League 
leaders Arsenal, while Frank Lampard’s first game back in 
charge of Chelsea ended in a 1-0 defeat at Wolves on Sat-
urday. Haaland took his Premier League goal tally to 30 this 

season, within four of the single-season record, 
thanks to a clinical header and a breathtaking 

overhead kick at St Mary’s. The Norway for-
ward’s goals, which gave him 44 in all com-
petitions this term, came either side of Jack 
Grealish’s strike against the league’s bottom 

club. Julian Alvarez netted with a late penalty 
as second-placed City moved within five points 

of Arsenal, who travel to Liverpool on Sunday.
Arsenal remain firm favorites to end City’s reign as 

champions but with Haaland in this mood and a home 
game against the Gunners to come on April 26, there is no 

chance Pep Guardiola’s side will surrender without a fight. 
“The second goal was amazing. It is not easy to pick the 

ball up in the sky and put it on the grass,” Guardiola said. “The 
first half was not our best level but he changed the game. We 

lived two incredible decades with Cristiano Ronaldo and Li-
onel Messi but he is on that level.”

Lampard made a surprise return to Stamford Bridge on 
Thursday when he was appointed until the end of the season 
following Graham Potter’s sacking last Sunday after just sev-
en months in charge. But the ex-Chelsea midfielder, who was 
dismissed by the club’s former owner Roman Abramovich in 
January 2021, could not provide an immediate lift for the Blues. 
Matheus Nunes won it for Wolves in the 32nd minute with a 
superb half-volley into the far corner from the edge of the area.

Chelsea remain 11th after a fourth consecutive game without 
a win. Sacked by lowly Everton in January after less than a year 
in charge, Lampard said of his Chelsea return: “There has been a 

lot of change and that’s not an excuse but things need to improve. 
That performance summed it up.” At Old Trafford, Manchester 

United beat Everton 2-0 to stay fourth and leave the fourth-bottom 
visitors above the relegation zone on goal difference.

Goals from Scott McTominay and Anthony Martial edged 
United ever closer to a return to the Champions League next 
season. Despite the win, United boss Erik ten Hag took aim at his 
side’s congested fixture schedule after Marcus Rashford limped 
off nine minutes from time. “We have to wait. He doesn’t look 
well,” said Ten Hag. “It’s due to the schedule. It can’t be that you 
play three games in six days and we have to protect the players.”

Newcastle fight back 
Third-placed Newcastle are above United on goal difference 

after a 2-1 success at Brentford made it five consecutive wins for 
the Magpies. Brentford forward Ivan Toney missed from the spot 
for the first time since 2018, but made amends when he converted 
another penalty in the 45th minute. Newcastle equalized through 
David Raya’s 54th-minute own goal as Joelinton’s chip went in off 
the Brentford goalkeeper.

And Alexander Isak won it after 61 minutes with a blistering 
finish from the edge of the area. Tottenham are three points be-
hind Newcastle after beating Brighton 2-1 in north London. Son 
Heung-min put Tottenham ahead with a superb long-range curler 
into the top corner after 10 minutes. It took the South Korean’s 
Premier League tally to 100 goals, making him the first Asian 
player to reach that landmark. Lewis Dunk headed Brighton’s 
equalizer from Solly March’s corner in the 34th minute.

Tottenham interim manager Cristian Stellini and Brighton boss 
Roberto De Zerbi were both sent off after a touchline spat before 
Harry Kane lashed home the winner in the 79th minute. Bertrand 
Traore and Ollie Watkins scored for Aston Villa, who climbed 
to sixth place after a 2-0 home win against third-bottom Not-
tingham Forest. West Ham boosted their survival bid as Harrison 
Reed’s 23rd-minute own goal sealed a 1-0 win at Fulham. Bour-
nemouth rose out of the relegation zone thanks to a 1-0 victory 
at second-bottom Leicester, who were booed off after Philip Bill-
ing’s 40th-minute winner. — AFP

SOUTHAMPTON: Manchester City’s Norwegian striker Erling Haaland scores 
their third goal with this overhead kick during the English Premier League foot-
ball match between Southampton and Manchester City on April 8, 2023. — AFP

of our poor performances and because of Lens 
winning, and especially because Nice are a really 
good team who have been on a great run,” Galtier 
told broadcaster Canal Plus.

“It was definitely not our best performance of the 
season but the players fought for each other and it 
is obviously three important points.” He added: “It is 
better to have a six-point lead than be chasing after 
a six-point deficit but we know we have a very im-
portant match next weekend.” It was a first defeat in 
15 matches in all competitions for Nice since former 
PSG midfielder Didier Digard replaced Lucien Favre 
as coach in January. The Ineos-owned club remain 
eighth in the table.

Donnarumma stars
Messi’s 14th Ligue 1 goal of the campaign that 

opened the scoring came at the end of a week in 
which it emerged he was likely to leave Paris when 
his contract expires in the summer. Before that, 
Danilo Pereira had already hit the woodwork for the 
visitors, who also saw injury-prone midfielder Rena-
to Sanches come off hurt early on.

Donnarumma saved well from Nicolas Pepe and 
Terem Moffi before half-time, and Dante then sent 
an effort off the underside of the bar six minutes 
into the second half, with the ball bouncing down 
onto the line and then hitting the post. It was an 
incredible let-off for the league leaders, who were 
grateful to Donnarumma again as he made further 
stops from Pepe and Youssouf Ndayishimiye. Ra-
mos made it 2-0 but there was still time for Danilo 
to head against his own crossbar late on. Marseille 

can rejoin Lens and close back to within six points 
of PSG with a win at Lorient on Sunday.

Earlier, bottom side Angers claimed their first Li-
gue 1 win since September as they beat European 
hopefuls Lille 1-0. Substitute Halid Sabanovic scram-
bled in the only goal of the match with six minutes 
left as Angers ended a run of 21 matches without a 

win. That means they will not match the French top-
flight record for the most games without a win in a 
single season—that record is held by Arles-Avignon 
who went 23 matches without a victory in 2010/11. 
They nevertheless remain seven points adrift at the 
bottom of the table and 12 away from safety with 
only eight games left. — AFP

De Ligt lifts Bayern 
top of Bundesliga
BERLIN: A superb second-half strike from Mat-
thijs de Ligt gave Bayern Munich a 1-0 victory at 
Freiburg, keeping them two points clear atop the 
table as title rivals Borussia Dortmund also won 
on Saturday. Borussia Dortmund’s 2-1 win over 
third-placed Union Berlin maintains the pressure 
on the perennial German champions’ bid for an 
11th straight Bundesliga title. Bayern, who were 
eliminated by Freiburg 2-1 in the German Cup on 
Tuesday, had a chance for revenge but lacked flu-
ency despite new coach Thomas Tuchel naming an 
attack-heavy line-up.

Sadio Mane, starting for the first time under 
Tuchel, had Bayern’s best chance of the first half, 
beating goalkeeper Mark Flekken but chipping 
inches wide. Freiburg had a chance of their own just 
before half-time, Ritsu Doan’s shot rebounding off 
the underside of the bar. Bayern broke the deadlock 
early in the second half, De Ligt’s long-range shot 
taking a slight deflection and flying past a helpless 
Flekken. Freiburg nearly equalized late but Bayern 
‘keeper Yann Sommer got his foot to a Roland Sallai 
strike to preserve the visitors’ advantage.

“We had many chances and we should have used 
them better, but thankfully we did not concede a 
goal,” said De Ligt. Bayern now have two wins and 
a loss under Tuchel, ahead of Tuesday’s trip to Man-
chester City in the Champions League. A late goal 
from substitute Youssoufa Moukoko took Dortmund 
to a nervy victory over Union. Dortmund took the 
lead midway through the first half, Malen poking in a Munich on April 8, 2023. — AFP

Raphael Guerreiro cross from close range, his third 
goal in as many matches.

Union fought back in typical fashion, Kevin Beh-
rens levelling the scores with the away side’s first 
shot on target. Dortmund coach Edin Terzic brought 
on captain Marco Reus and teenage striker Moukoko 
with 15 minutes remaining and the two combined for 
a crucial goal in Dortmund’s bid to unseat Bayern as 
league champions. Moukoko revealed Terzic said 
“when you come in, decide the game”. “I could smell 
it - it was striker’s instinct,” he added.

RB Leipzig won 1-0 at Hertha Berlin to leapfrog 
Freiburg into fourth. With the first half winding down, 
Leipzig’s French defender Mohamed Simakan rose 
high to meet a corner, with his scuffed shot falling at the 
feet of midfielder Amadou Haidara, who tapped home. 
Leipzig wasted several chances to put an end to the 
match but held on despite a late charge from Hertha.

Hertha are now winless in five and could be in last 
place with seven matches in the season remaining de-
pending on other results on Sunday. Bayer Leverku-
sen won 3-1 at home against Eintracht Frankfurt to 
leapfrog their opponents into sixth, thanks to goals 
from Amine Adli, Moussa Diaby and Sardar Azmoun. 
Frankfurt’s Djibril Sow pulled a goal back with 15 
minutes remaining, but Leverkusen held on for their 
fifth straight league victory. 

The win keeps Leverkusen on track for the Cham-
pions League places in a remarkable resurgence un-
der coach Xabi Alonso, who took over with the side 
in second-last place in October. Elsewhere, goals 
from Ellyes Skhiri, Eric Martel and Linton Maina se-
cured Cologne a 3-1 win at Augsburg, their first vic-
tory since February. Mainz’s late season run towards 
a Europa League place took a hit after a 2-2 home 
draw against Werder Bremen, with each side scoring 
twice in the final five minutes. — AFP


