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Amir’s representative meets
Iraqi PM to cement relations

Syria water woes peak
in cholera outbreak

/4

Twilight of the Tigris:
Mighty river drying up

FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022
booth opens at The Avenues

Fossil fuels make up 90%
of air pollution in Mideast

15.9% of deaths in Kuwait attributable to air pollution

PARIS: More than 90 percent of harmful air pollution
in the Middle East and parls of North Africa comes
from fossil fuels, according to research Thursday that
showed the region “permanently exceeded” dangerous
air quality levels. The World Health Organization this
year said the MENA region had some of the poorest air
quality on Earth.

The long-standing assumption was that the smog
choking most of the region’s cilies was primarily com-
posed of desert sand, given their location on the world's
“dust belt” where there are frequently more than 20
major sand storms each year. In 2017, an international
Leam of researchers sel ofl on an epic voyage across
the eastern Mediterranean, through the Suez Canal and
around the Gulf, using specialized equipment Lo analyze

Shark spotted in Kuwait waters

KUWAIT: The interior ministry warned of a
‘large shark’ spotted in the waters off Sabah Al-
Ahmad Sea Cily, urging seagoers Lo remain
extra cautious. Coordination is ongoing with
relevant authorities to take necessary action, it
added in a post on Twitter.

|
CBK raises discount rate to 3%

KUWAIT: The Central Bank of Kuwait said on
Wednesday it will increase its discount rale by
25 basis points to 3 percent as of Thursday,
after the US Federal Reserve’s three quarters of
a percentage point rate hike. The Kuwaiti dinar
is pegged against a basket of currencies that
includes the dollar, which gives it more flexibility
to stray from Fed policy than other Gulf Arab
countries, which have their currencies tied to
the dollar. (See Page 8)

|
Iran unveils new missile

TEHRAN: Iran unveiled a new medium-range
ballistic missile on Thursday during a military
parade commemorating the Iran-Iraq war, state
television said. “The liquid-fueled Rezvan ballis-
tic missile has an operational range of 1,400 km,”
said the station, which aired images of the missile
mounted on a military vehicle. The Rezvan mis-
sile was presented in Tehran during an annual
parade of the armed forces to commemorate the
start of the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war. — AFP

|
Jolie visits Pakistan flood victims

ISLAMABAD: Hollywood star and humanitarian
Angelina Jolie has said the flood disaster in
Pakistan should be a “wake-up call” for the
world regarding climate change, calling for more
international aid after meeling with viclims. “I've
never seen anything like this,” said Jolie, who
previously visited Pakistan to meet the victims of
the devastating 2010 floods and a deadly 2005
carthquake, in footage released on Thursday.
“Climate change is not only real and it’s not only
coming, it’s very much here.” — AFP

air quality and particulate matter on shore.

They found that the vast majorily of small particles
- which can penetrate deep into the lungs, resulting in
greater health risk - were manmade, mainly from the
production and use of fossil fuels. Wriling in the journal
Communications Earth & Environment, they showed
how the region is blanketed in particularly harmful
compounds such as sullur dioxide, which is a direct
result of oil extraction.

Emissions from conlainer vessels in one of the
busiest shipping lanes in the world also contributed
to the smog. “We have refineries such as those in
Saudi Arabia and the Uniled Arab Emirales that are a
big source of air pollution as well as ships on the Red
Sea, and in the Suez Canal region,” said Jos Lelieveld,

lead study author from Germany’s Max Planck
Institute for Chemistry. “So the combination of all of
these means that the air is much more polluted than
what most people hope it to be.”

The team used health and mortality metrics to cal-
culate the number of excess deaths caused by air
pollution in the MENA region annually. The percent-
age of fossil-fuel driven mortality varied between
nations, with 5.9 percent of deaths in Cyprus attribut-
able to air pollution versus 15.9 in Kuwait. This is a far
higher mortality rate than in other industrialized
regions. The US and Germany, for example, have 3
percent and 3.7 percent mortalily due Lo air pollution,
respectively.

Region-wide, the team calculated that air pollution

313 remain in poll
race; Mol busts
volte-buying op

KUWAIT: As many as 313 candidates
will run in the Sept 29 snap National
Assembly polls after 65 candidates
pulled out of the race at the close of
withdrawals on Thursday. The candi-
dates include 291 males and 22
females, according to the eleclion
department of the interior ministry.
The figure however could change
depending on the verdicts of the

Deaths mount
in Iran protests
as Internet cut

PARIS: At least 17 people have been
killed as popular unrest has flared
across Iran over the death in custody
ol Kurdish woman Mahsa Amini, while
a rights group said Thursday the
death toll was almosl Lwice as high.
Amini, 22, died last week after her
arrest by the Islamic republic’s feared
morality police for allegedly wearing a
hijab headscarf in an “improper” way,
and news of her death sparked wide-
spread outrage.

Erdogan arises
a key mediator
in Ukraine war

ISTANBUL: A mysterious reference
on US television to an imminent
Russia-Ukraine prisoner swap high-
lights Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s unique role as mediator and
[riend ol both sides in lime ol war.
Erdogan flew to New York from a
meeting in Uzbekistan with Russian
President Vladimir Putin - his third in
three months - Lo tell US viewers on
Monday that the Kremlin “is willing to
end this (war) as soon as possible”.
“Two hundred hoslages will be
exchanged upon agreement between
the parties,” Erdogan said in the inter-

country’s top courts, which will decide
the fate of around 10 candidates who
have been barred by an interior min-
istry commission because they were
convicted over criminal and political
olfenses.

The country is divided into five
electoral districts, with each electing
10 MPs for the 50-seat National
Assembly. There are some 796,000
volers, of whom women volers are
slightly more than their male counter-
parts. The constitutional court, whose
rulings are final and which looks into
constitutional matters, vesterday set
Sunday as the date o issue its verdict
on whether a highly-controversial law
is in line with the constitution.

Continued on Page 6

“Death to the dictator” and
“Woman, life, freedom”, protesters
have been heard shouling in video
foolage shared widely online during
the biggest wave ol protests Lo rock
the country in almost three years. The
US Treasury placed the morality
police on its sanctions blacklist on
Thursday, holding it responsible for
Amini’s death and ciling the “abuse
and violence against Iranian women
and the violation of the rights of
peaceful Iranian protestors”.

Some Iranian women have burnt
their scarves and symbolically cut
their hair in protest at the strict dress
code, in defiant actions echoed in soli-
darity protests from New York to
Istanbul.

Continued on Page 6

view without giving away further
details. Putin’s decision to partially
call up reservists and raise the threat
ol nuclear warfare less than two days
later appeared to lay Erdogan’s best
intentions to waste. But an announce-
ment lale Wednesday that Russia and
Ukraine were exchanging some 200
prisoners helped to validate Erdogan’s
efforts Lo walk a fine line and slay
“neutral” in Europe’s bloodiest con-
flict since World War II.

The prisoner swap adds to a grow-
ing list of diplomatic successes
Erdogan is using to brandish his
image as a global statesman nine
months before an election that polls
show he might conceivably lose.
“Turkish diplomacy has been faultless
since the start of the war,” Irance’s
former US and UN ambassador
Gerard Araud remarked.

Continued on Page 6

i

from fossil fuel use caused one in eight deaths, noting
that air quality there “permanently exceeded” WHO
guidelines. “It is very comparable with things that are
really ol greal concern, [or example, lobacco smoking
and high cholesterol, which are major health risks in
the region,” Lelieveld told AFP. “And the realization of
this in the region is practically zero.”

He said that while governments in the region
counted on fossil fuel production for the majority of
their income, the time would come when the health
costs due to pollution compounded growing pres-
sure to decarbonize their economies. “They’re not
stupid, they know that fossil fuels will end at some
point,” said Lelieveld. “I'm hoping this is an addi-
tional incentive.” — AFP

EIRI. ./

KUWAIT: Money, electronic equipment and copies of the Holy Quran were seized during a
raid to bust a vote-buying operation.

TEHRAN: Iranian demonstrators burn a rubbish bin in the capital on Sept 21, 2022 during
a protest for Mahsa Amini, days after she died in police custody. — AFP

i

| RIYADH: Prisoners of war arrive from Russia at Riyadh airport on Sept 21, 2022. — AFP
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Kuwaiti students value their
training experiences in Spain

Kuwait Airways launch

MADRID: Kuwaiti students cherished their expe-
riences in Spain on Thursday with the positive
atmosphere and welcome they received during
their academic and training experiences, underlin-
ing that Spain is a friendly country that offers wide
options for growth and development in various
fields. This was on the sidelines of their attendance
at the Kuwait Airways celebration of launching per-
manent direct flights to Madrid on Wednesday at
the Kuwaili Embassy in the Spanish capital, on the
invitation of Kuwait’s Ambassador to Spain Khalifa
Al-Kharafi.

In an interview with KUNA, Naira Ramadan, a
citizen who studies civil aviation in the Andalusia
region of Malaga, said she chose Spain thanks to its
suitable climate to learn and master aviation, in
addition to Spain’s friendly and helpful people. She
is aboul to finish her studies, which lasted around
two years, she added, expressing happiness about
the new direct flight, pointing out that the strategic
partnership with Air Europa is a very crucial step.

Direct flights will make it easier for students, res-
idents and tourists to travel, as Spain is one of the
most vilal louristic destinalions with greal demand
from Kuwail, she underscored. She encouraged
those who wish to learn to fly to come to Spain,
while underling the importance of having some
knowledge of the Spanish language to ease commu-
nication with its people.

Abdullah Al-Mutairi, an officer on scholarship
from the National Guard, said he traveled to Spain
Lo obtain a bachelor’s degree in Spanish translation
al the Andalusia Universily ol Granada. He told
KUNA that he studied Spanish for a year al an
academy in Madrid before going to university, say-
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MADRID: Kuwait’s Ambassador to Spain Khalifa Al-Kharafi with Kuwaiti students studying in Spain. — KUNA photos

ing he was sent on scholarship with four other offi-
cers to study translation. Mutairi is ambitious to
continue his academic studies and obtain a master’s
degree in translation, then a doclorate o serve the
Kuwait National Guard, Kuwait and its people,
appreciating the welcome he received in the cities
of Madrid and Granada.

Speaking to KUNA, Fawzia Al-Awadhi, a Kuwaiti
chemical engineering trainee, said she was sent with
several colleagues through a training program for
newly graduated engineers Lo lrain al internalional
companies. After the first phase of the training pro-
gram, which included 15 courses in Kuwail, she was
sent to Spain to train at the Tecnicas Reunidas com-
pany in Madrid, where there are several courses that

A

Day. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Kuwait shares
National Day joy
with Saudi Arabia

KUWAIT: Kuwail's Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Oil Mohammad Al-Fares said that
Kuwaiti people are delighted to share with the
Saudi people their joy on the kingdom’s National

== KUWAIT: Kuwaiti ministers and senior officials participate in the Saudi Embassy’s celebration of National

Day. In statements to reporters during his partici-
pation in the Saudi Embassy’s celebration of the
92nd National Day of the Saudi Arabia, Fares said
this is an occasion dear Lo all Kuwailis.

Fares, also Minister of State for Cabinel Affairs and
Acling Minister of State for National Assembly Affairs,
wished the kingdom further progress and prosperity.
He extended his warmesl congralulalions to the
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Salman bin
Abdulaziz, Saudi Crown Prince, Deputy Prime MInister
and Minister of Defense Mohammad bin Salman and
the Saudi people on the National Day. — KUNA

Kuwait pavilion in
Ramallah witnessing
great attendance

RAMALLAH: Kuwait’s pavilion at the Palestine
International Book Fair, which is being held on the
grounds of the National Library in the city of
Ramallah, is wilnessing a greal turnout by visilors of
all ages. The Kuwaili pavilion includes tens ol books
on the history ol Kuwail and various editions of Al-
Arabi Magazine published by the National Council for
Culture, Arts and Letters as part of its participation,
along with the That Al-Salasil bookstore. Kuwait was
the guest of honor al the exhibition’s 10th edition in
2016, and was also the guesl of honor al the Amman
International Book Fair a few weeks ago. — KUNA

can be taken. She arrived in Spain at the start of
September, she said, adding that training in interna-
tional companies for six months is the second phase
of the training program, which ends with the third
phase of working in the private sector in Kuwait.

She appreciated the welcome she received in
Spain with a positive atmosphere, considering that
vocational training is a great opportunity to
enhance skills, while encouraging more graduates
and scholars to come to Spain. The Kuwaiti students
thanked Kuwail’s embassy for all the facilities pro-
vided to them so thal they can lake on new aca-
demic experiences in Spain.

IKuwail Airways Chiel Executive Officer (CEO)
Maen Razougi on Wednesday announced launching

UN official affirms

Kuwait’s role in
bolstering peace

KUWAIT: Uniled Nalions’ Secrelary General
Representative to Kuwait Tariq Al-Sheikh said on
Wednesday that Kuwail's history is teeming with
humanitarian values, adding that it sets an example in
spreading the culture of peace. This came in press
statement during opening ceremony of World Peace
Day held at UN House in Kuwait, where he added that
Kuwail’s continuous efforts in local and international
policies counter challenges around the globe and in
the region specifically.

Sheikh clarified that UN General Assembly declared

Info minister: Setting
plans to meet media
challenges ‘important’

CAIRO: It is important to exert great effort in set-
ting clear and objective plans to meet future media
challenges, a Kuwaiti minister said on Thursday.
Speaking at the 52nd session of the Arab
Information Ministers Council, Kuwait's Minister of
Information and Culture and Minister of State for
Youth Affairs Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi said prepar-
ing and training Arab media cadres was essential for
development. He stressed that youth are an essen-
tial part of the media equalion, indicaling that this
sector of sociely should be provided with adequate

Govt readies financial
reform laws, higher
fees for expatriates

KUWAIT: The government has prepared a set of
laws that it will approve and send to the new National
Assembly as a priority. “The laws will include changes
to laws concerning foreign investors, public debt,
increasing revenue through amending laxes on com-
panies, increasing rental rates and reducing non-
investment expenditures, such as salaries and subsi-
dies, which will be replaced with a law that provides
equal salaries to Kuwaitis with the same specialty, as
well as employment laws that will force private com-
panies Lo hire cilizens al a specilic percentage and
increase yearly fines on companies that hire expatri-
ates,” sources told Kuwait Times

“One of the most important laws after which the

RAMALLAH: Kuwait’s pavilion at the Palestine International Book Fair. — KUNA

Kuwait Airways Chief Executive Officer Maen Razouqi
addresses the gathering.

a new direct flight to Madrid due to high demand
for this destination. On the sidelines of the celebra-
tion at the Kuwaiti Embassy, Razouqi told KUNA
that Madrid is considered to be the capital of
Europe and a main tourist destination for most
Kuwaiti travelers. He added the partnership with Air
Europa will help serve new destinations to Kuwaiti
and European passengers, as the number of Kuwaiti
tourists is steadily growing.

Kuwail’s Ambassador Lo Spain Khalifa Al-Kharafi
said Spain is the number one destination for
Kuwaitis. He estimated the number of Kuwaitis who
visited Spain this year at over 65,000. He added
this move will enhance bilateral relations under the
wise leaderships of both nations. — KUNA

September 21 as World Peace Day by observing 24
hours of non-violence and ceasefire. Achieving peace
requires building communities able to boost security
and prosperity away from conflicts and according to
values of equality, Sheikh said. He added that some of
these conflicts coincided with natural disasters of cli-
male change and health crises, which further aggraval-
ed the suffering of people and required international
intervention to alleviate their burdens.

Kuwait Development Fund official Abdullah Al-
Musaibeeh spoke of the fund’s role in easing the suf-
fering of people by offering aid through direct grants
or collaborating with UN organizations. Chief of UN’s
International Organization for Migration Mazen Abul-
Hassan added that celebrating World Peace Day rein-
forces the concept of coexistence and rejects racism.
He added that Kuwait is an essential partner in peace
bolstering operations through its active participation
and collaboration on several joint projects. — KUNA

opportunities to create within the media realm.

Traditional and digital media have played an
integral role in dealing with current crises affecling
the world, noted the minister, saying that individuals
and sociely as a whole are tasked with addressing
problems positively and coming up with solutions,
whether in the media or elsewhere. Regarding
Kuwailt’s media efforts, Mutairi revealed that his
counlry was up-lto-date with technology used in
media, indicaling that Kuwailis have included this
sector in their plans for development.

Mutairi noted that the messages broadcast by
Kuwail maintained the state’s stances on several
issues including the just Palestinian cause. The
minister renewed his condemnation of all acts per-
petrated by the Zionist occupiers against
Palestinians, saying that Kuwail denounced such
heinous crimes against not only Palestine, but also
human rights. — KUNA

governmenl will adopl after the economic reforms sup-
porting investment projects such as the northern eco-
nomic zone, development of islands and Silk City, new
regulations for rectifying the demographic imbalance
and approving a new iqama law, as expatriates will pay
double the fees that citizens pay,” sources added.

“Iqama fees will increase along with fees for visit
and family reunion visas. Moreover, treatment charges
at the health ministry will increase in some sectors,
and the government is about to impose private health
insurance on all expatriates and transfer private sec-
tor employees Lo private hospitals,” the sources said.

The government will temporarily receive expatri-
ate patients working in the public sector initially, but
they too will be subsequently transferred to private
hospitals within less than a year. Moreover, electricity
tariffs are also going to be increased for expat resi-
dents, and for those Kuwaitis who own more than one
house. “The new iqama law will be approved early in
the next Assembly as it is one of the laws that are
ready and have been previously approved by most
candidates,” the sources concluded.
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Amir’s representative meets
Iraqi PM to cement relations

PM meets CEOs of US companies, US Chamber of Commerce

members
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NEW YORK: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah meets
Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafa Al-Kadhemi on Wednesday. — KUNA photos
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NEW YORK: Representative of HH the Amir, HH
the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah, received Wednesday at his resi-
dence in New York City Prime Minister of Iraq
Mustafa Al-Kadhemi. The meeting, held on the
sidelines of the 77th session of the UN General
Assembly, was also attended by Kuwait Foreign
Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammed Al-
Sabah, Undersecrelary of HH the Prime Minister’s
Diwan Sheikh Khaled Talal Al-Khaled Al-Sabah,
Director ol the Office ol HH the Prime Minister
Hamad Bader Al-Amer and Kuwait Ambassador to
the United States Jasem Albudaiwi.

HH Sheikh Ahmad and Kadhemi discussed
means to upgrade bilateral relations to serve the
interests of the two brotherly peoples as well as
issues of common interest on the agenda of the

3
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_ HH Sheikh Ahmad meets Bahraini Foreign Minister Abdullatif Al-Zayani.

-
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77th session of the United Nations General
Assembly. HH Sheikh Ahmad also received
Wednesday Foreign Minister of Bahrain Abdullatif
Al-Zayani. They discussed means to bolster bilat-
eral relations to serve the interests of the two
brotherly peoples as well as issues of common
interest on the agenda of the UNGA session.

HH Sheikh Ahmad also met on Wednesday
CEOs of several American companies. The meet-
ing focused on the economic and investment
developments in Kuwait and the global economic
situation, as well as government measures and
programs lo encourage international companies
and economic institutions to invest in Kuwait to
help materialize its plans to diversify income
sources, increase the privale sectlor’s contribu-
lions Lo the national economy, creale new job

| NEW YORK: Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah participates in the meeting of
the 20th anniversary of the Arab Peace Initiative. — KUNA

M denounces
continued Zionist
aggression

NEW YORK: Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah on
Wednesday denounced the continued Zionist
aggression against the Palestinian people and

KUNA concludes
training program
for 2022-2023

KUWAIT: Kuwaitl News Agency (KUNA) con-
cluded the seventh edition of its training program
on Thursday. The program was launched on Aug 22
with the participation of 19 Kuwait University stu-
dents. KUNA's Deputy General Director for the
editorial sector, Esam Al-Ghanem, commented in a
press statement that the program was aimed at

their continued expansion and settlement activi-
lies. This came during Sheikh Ahmad Al-Nasser’s
participation in the meeting of the 20th anniver-
sary ol the Arab Peace Inilialive, which was
called by the Saudi Minister of Foreign Affairs
Prince Faisal bin Farhan Al-Saud and the Arab
League Secretary-General Ahmad Abul Gheit,
and hosted by the EU High Representative for
Foreign and Security Policy Josep Borrell with
the participation of the US. Sheikh Ahmad reiter-
ated Kuwail’s firm and supportive stance for the
just Palestinian cause. — KUNA

- e .
. KUWAIT: KUNA honors students who participated in the 7th edition of its training program. —KUNA

universily students as they are the future of jour-
nalistic work. The program was carefully curated
to keep up with the rapidly evolving developments
in the fields of journalism and media, and under-
scored ways of managing social media platforms,
Ghanem added.

Ghanem also mentioned that the program han-
dled the craft of journalistic writing, polishing the
skill it requires, and highlighted the importance of
seeking accuracy when conveying and spreading
news items. Deputy Editorial Chief for international
affairs Oqab Al-Qobaa said the students were
exposed to principles of writing a news item in all
its forms and sources, laking inlo consideralion
Arabic language standards. — KUNA

HH Sheikh Ahmad meets members of the US Chamber of Commerce.

opportunities and boost Kuwaiti workers’ pro-
ductlivity.

HH the Prime Minister pointed out that his
meelings with representalives of American com-
panies came in implementation of HH the Amir’s
and HH the Crown Prince’s directives to open
prospects for constructive cooperation with
American economic institutions and benefit from
their experiences in various fields. He also
affirmed Kuwail’s readiness to provide all means
of support and facilitation for investors and create
a solid and developed investment environment.

For his part, KDIPA Director-General Sheikh
Mishal Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah described HH
the Prime Minister’s meelings with representatives
ol American companies as positive and fruitful. He
expected that these meetings will help attract new

direct investment flows into Kuwait to achieve the
objectives of the New Kuwait vision 2035. He
hailed the continuous cooperation between the
KDIPA and other relevant government bodies to
improve the business environment in order to
altract international companies with real added
value and create direct job openings for national
cadres in all [ields and at all administrative levels.
HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad also met
Wednesday at his residence in New York City
members of the US Chamber of Commerce. The
meeting tackled measures taken by Kuwait over
commercial and credit facilities to create an
attractive commercial and investment environment.
They also discussed the laws necessary o improve
the business environment and enhance competi-
tiveness and investment opportunities. — KUNA
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72.5% of MoE faculty
members Kuwaitis,

2'7.5% non-Kuwaitis

KUWAIT: New hirings in Kuwail by the ministry
ol education will increase the number of its facul-
ly members [rom around 88,000 (63,900
Kuwaitis and 24,300 non-Kuwaitis) to around
90,000, mostly in teaching or managerial posi-
tions, maintaining the percentage of employees as
determined by the Civil Service Bureau at 27.5
percent for non-Kuwaitis and 72.5 percent for
Kuwaitis.

Local hirings of faculty members exceeded 167
teachers until last week, which is less than the
1,000 teachers stipulated to be recruited. Foreign
contracts are expected to decrease due to
prospective employees declining appointments,
with the ministry hiring 80 to 90 Jordanian teach-
ers. All new hirings have been done for specific
specializations which the ministry lacks.

The administralive sector at the ministry has
completed its duties over the preparation for the
new academic year. To make up the shortfall in
employees, it plans to hire around 790 local and
foreign teachers according to the needs of public
education. Out of 170 teachers who were inter-
viewed, conlracts have been signed with 129
Leachers, who will gradually join from Oclober.

An administrative team has been formed to
complete procedures regarding new teachers at
the health and interior ministries in coordination
with Kuwait airport to receive them as soon as
approval from the Civil Service Commission is
received. The committee appointed to hire teach-
ers from Palestine has contracted around 500
teachers specializing in Physics and Mathematics
to make up for the shortage of contracts with
Jordanian teachers, which was supposed to reach
280 teachers, as previously the ministry had
planned to only contract 365 Palestinian teachers.

Undersecretary resigns

Meanwhile, Education Minister Ali AI-Mudhaf
has accepted the resignation of his undersecre-
tary for private education Abdulmehsen Al-
Huwaila, effective from Sept 28. Meanwhile, the
head of the public service department at the min-
istry Feras Kurtch, said the department has rein-
forced some educational areas with more than
940 assistants, as procedures with five cleaning
contracts have been completed and five other
contracts for securily have been finalized. Some
will start their services in October and others in
January. Kurtch appreciated the efforts of all
workers in the ministry, and wished them the best
for the upcoming school year.

Mol to receive
60 schools for
upcoming polls

KUWAIT: The Cabinet will hold a meeting on
Monday to review government preparations
for the National Assembly elections on
Thursday, which will be a national holiday to
facilitate the polling process. “The meeting
will look at the education ministry’s prepara-
tion of 60 schools across all governorales for
the interior ministry next week, and the
Municipality will take over the handing over
process, which will ensure their cleanliness
before and after the elections. After ensuring
the security of election panels, the judicial
authorily will begin ils management of the
clection with more than a 1,000 judges and
prosecutors who will be heading election pan-
els and supervising the election,” government
sources told Kuwait Times.

The interior ministry has provided service-
men to secure election locations and organize
movement in nearby streets. “The meeting will
ensure the transparency of the election
process. The international media will be cov-
ering the election at the invitation of the infor-
mation ministry, who provided them with an
information center that is planned to open
next week, which will include all communica-
tion devices that will facilitate their media
mission. Also in attendance will be organiza-
tions that will ensure transparent elections to
empower democracies around the world,” the
sources said.

“The Cabinet will meet after the elections
for constitutional procedures to officially
resign, after which His Highness the Amir will
form a new government, which is expected to
be led by Sheikh Ahmad Al-Nawal or some-
one else after the first meeling of the new
Assembly,” the sources added.
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Photo of the Day

Spotlight on Kuwaiti movie
forum

‘Bas Ya Bahr’ at UAE
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SHARJAH: Actors of the Kuwaiti movie “Bas Ya Bahr” at the Sharjah Narrator Forum. —KUNA

SHARJAH: Eminent Kuwaili artists have shed light
on the Kuwaiti movie “Bas Ya Bahr” during their
participation in the 22nd edition of the Sharjah
International Narrator’s Forum. During a seminar
on “sea stories”, veteran Kuwaiti actor Saad Al-
Faraj spoke about the epic Kuwaiti cinematic film
“Bas Ya Bahar”, revealing that this movie that had
won international awards paved his path to becom-
ing a professional actor.

Faraj also recalled when he used to weep

Royal Enfield One
Ride 2022: More
exciting and engaging

KUWAIT: Kuwait Automotive Imports Co (Al
Shaya & Al Sagar), the official Dealers for Royal
Enfield, organized the 11th edition of the One Ride
event for Royal Enfield enthusiasts in Kuwait. In
April 2011, 11 years ago, the first One Ride kick-
started, which has now transformed into one of the
largest, calendared, annual celebratory ride of Royal
Enfield enthusiasts.

With a specific route and destination in mind,
some on Lheir own, others with [riends - ride [reely
- purely for the pleasure of motorcycling on their
Royal Enfields, a world greatly changed, a world
that needs each one of us to be more mindful. We
are shifting gears from a ride of just pure pleasure
to riding for awareness around responsible travel. A
change that will enable us to continue discovering
the spaces in which we find energy, beauly, solace,
and ourselves. This One ride, the communily of
Royal Enfield riders, can mobilize their strength to
lead this change towards responsible travel by
doing their little bit Lo #LeaveEveryPlaceBeller.

Ashish Tandon, General Manager of KAICO Al
Shaya & Al Sagar, said: “We are glad lo be associ-
ated with a premium brand like Royal Enfield.
Through this event, we express the unity that brings
logether all Royal Enfield riders and encourage the
rider community.” He announced a special offer of a
two-year [ree service package for new Royal
Enfield owners. Vinu Kumar, Sr Divisional Manager
(Fleet & Leasing) al KAICO Al Shaya & Al Sagar, a
passionate rider himself, said: “IU’s a great initiative
taken to interact with the rider community and
address their issues and challenges, providing an
amicable solution.”

when his father would go on a diving