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‘Rise to Success’ group
summits Mt Kilimanjaro

UN experts slam online
attacks on Indian journalist

Behind Cape Town’s heavenly
beaches, the hell of dogfighting

Indian 16-yr-old stuns chess
world champion Carlsen

Russia faces sanctions blitz as

Putin sends troops to Ukraine

Moscow recognizes breakaway regions * Germany halts gas pipeline project

terday. — KUNA (See Page 3)

Amir, Crown Prince meet Sisi

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives Egypt’s President Abdel
Fattah Al-Sisi as HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah looks on yes-

KYIV: Russia faced a furious global diplomatic
and economic backlash vesterday after President
Vladimir Putin ordered his forces into Ukraine Lo
secure two breakaway regions. Germany
announced il was halling certification ol the Nord
Stream 2 gas pipeline from Russia and said the
European Union would adopt “robust and massive”
cconomic sanctions.

The White House welcomed Germany’s decision
on the pipeline, and said it would reveal its own
measures later. Brilain slapped sanclions on five
Russian banks and three billionaires. Kyiv, mean-
while, recalled its top diplomat from Moscow as
President Volodymyr Zelensky warned Pulin’s
recognilion of the breakaway regions heralded
“further military aggression” against Ukraine.

Putin’s move - which came with tens of thou-
sands of Russian soldiers on Ukraine’s borders and
amid warnings of an all-oul invasion - was quickly
and widely denounced by Kyiv’s allies in the WeslL.
“We strongly condemn all military and hybrid
aclions against Ukraine,” Estonia’s President Alar
Karis declared after flying into Kyiv Lo stand in sol-
idarily with Zelensky. “Indeed il is a decisive

to secure the breakaway republics, but Deputy
Foreign Minister Andrei Rudenko insisted that no
unils had yel crossed the [ronlier. “For now, no one
is planning to send anything anywhere. If there is a
threat, then we will provide assistance in accor-
dance with the ratified treaties,” he said.

In some capitals there has been debate over
whether sending troops into an area that was
already controlled by Russian-backed rebels
amounts to the kind of all-out invasion that would
justify imposing the harshest sanctions.
Nevertheless, in a stalement issued during a visil Lo
Washington, Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro
Kuleba said he was working with Kyiv's friends “to
impose tough sanctions against the Russian
Federation”.

In Moscow the lower house of the Russian par-
liament, the Duma, voted to approve Putin’s friend-
ship deals with the so-called Donetsk People’s
Republic (DNR) and Lugansk People’s Republic
(LNR). This will give Putin legal cover for the
deployment of forces into the rebel-held territories,
but will not protect Moscow from the diplomatic

actions,” he vowed.

‘Most beautiful building
on Earth’ opens in Dubai

Dubai airports chief: No
full recovery until 2024

conseculive year.— AFP

A

DUBAI: People attend the opening ceremony of
the Museum of the Future yesterday. — AFP

DUBAI: Dubai opened its Museum of the Future
yeslerday, a struclure il louls as the world’s most
beautiful building. The museum is a seven-storey
hollow silver ellipse decorated with Arabic cal-
ligraphy quotes from Dubai’s ruler. It takes pride
of place on Sheikh Zayed Road, the city’s main
highway. The building’s striking facade was lit up
by a colorful laser light show in the evening as
crowds gathered outside to catch a glimpse. It
was officially opened later by Dubai’s ruler
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al-Maktoum,
whose vision of the future has been credited as
the driving force behind the museum. — AFP

DUBAI: Passenger Lralfic al Dubai inlernational
airport, the world’s busiest, will not recover to pre-
COVID levels before 2024, its CEO told AFP ves-
lerday. Traffic remains “nowhere near pre-pan-
demic levels” despite rising to 29.1 million passen-
gers last year, Dubai Airports chief Paul Griffiths
said in an interview. The figures announced yester-
day, up 12.7 percent from 2020, mean that Dubai
remains the world’s busiest airport for the eighth

Producers warn
gas prices ‘in
God’s hands’

DOHA: Major gas exporling nations
said yesterday they could nol guaran-
tee prices or supplies at a summit
overshadowed by the worsening
Ukraine crisis which has pushed costs
to record highs in Europe. Qatar’s
Amir, who hosted the lalks, said gas
producers were working to ensure
“credible and reliable” supplies, on
the same day as Europe’s concerns
over deliveries from Russia were fur-
ther hit by Germany’s decision Lo halt
the Nord Stream 2 pipeline project.
The Gull state’s energy minister

UAE invests in
drones, robots

ABU DHABI: The United Arab Emirales
is ploughing money into drones, robots
and other unmanned weaponry as
aulonomous warfare becomes more and
more widespread - including in attacks
on the Gull country by Yemeni rebels.
Large, black drones with the orange logo
of EDGE, the UAE’s arms consortium,
were on display at this week’s Unmanned
Systems Exhibition (UMEX), along with
remote-controlled machineguns and oth-
er “smarl” weapons.

The exhibilion comes al a lime of
growing unmanned attacks around the
region, including the January 17 drone-
and-missile assaull by Yemen rebels that
killed three oil workers in Abu Dhabi, the
first in a series of similar incidents.
“Autonomous systems are becoming ever
more prevalent around the world,” Miles
Chambers, EDGE’s director of interna-
tional business development, told AFP.

“We are really heavily investing in
developing our autonomous capability...
as well as in electronic warfare and in our

said his country would help Europe as
much as possible, but that the
unprecedented prices paid by
Europe’s consumers were “in God’s
hands”. Leaders and ministers from
the 1I-member Gas Exportling
Countries Forum met after Russian
President Vladimir Putin formally rec-
ognized lwo breakaway regions of
Ukraine as independent and sent in
troops. Germany responded by freez-
ing the huge gas pipeline from Russia.
With Russia a key member of the
exporters’ forum, the Ukraine crisis
was nol mentioned in lalks, officials
said, or the final statement. Russia’s
Energy Minister Nikolay Shulginov
made no reference Lo the lensions bul
he told the forum that “Russian com-
panies are fully committed to existing

conlracts” for gas supplies.
Continued on Page 2

ABU DHABI: Visitors stand by a model
of a “kamikaze drone” by EDGE at the
UMEX exhibition yesterday. — AFP

smart munitions. These are our three pil-
lars.” EDGE, an Abu Dhabi-based
defense consortium that groups 25
Emirati firms, was formed three years ago
bul reached an estimated $4.8 billion in
arms sales in 2020 - nearly all of them to
the UAE government.

The group was ranked 23rd among
the 100 top arms-producing and military
services around the globe in 2020,
according to the Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute.

EDGE’s most lucrative deals have
included maintenance of military jets, worth
almost $4 billion, as well as providing guid-
ed munitions at $880 million. — AFP

moment in European history. President Putin will
answer lo the future generations for his violent

consequences of his actions. Zelensky said he
would decide immediately after his talks with Karis

whether to cut diplomatic ties with Moscow.

The Kremlin order requires the Russian military

DOHA: Qatari Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani chairs the final ses-
sion of the Gas Exporting Countries Forum summit yesterday.— AFP

Only 9% of
plastic recycled
worldwide

PARIS: Less than 10 percent of the plas-
tic used across the world is recycled, the
OECD said veslerday, calling for “coor-
dinated and global solutions” ahead of
expected talks on an international plas-
tics treaty. A new report by the
Organization for Economic Co-operation
and Development report found that 460
million lons of plastics were used in 2019,
the number nearly doubling since 2000.

The amount of plastic waste had more
than doubled during that time to 353 mil-
lion tons, the Paris-based OECD said.
“After taking into account losses during
recycling, only nine percent of plastic
wasle was ultimately recycled, while 19
percent was incinerated and almost 50
percent went to sanitary landfills,” it said
in its Global Plastics Outlook. “The
remaining 22 percent was disposed of in
uncontrolled dumpsites, burned in open
pits or leaked into the environment.”

The COVID-19 pandemic saw the use of

Continued on Page 2

plastics drop by 2.2 percent in 2020 com-
pared to the previous year. However single-
use plastics rose and overall use is “project-
ed to pick up again” as the economy
rebounds. Plastics contributed 3.4 percent
ol global greenhouse emissions in 2019, 90
percent of it from “production and conver-
sion from fossil fuels”, the report said.

In the face of rampant global warming
and pollution, it is “crucial that countries
respond to the challenge with coordinat-
ed and global solutions”, OECD
Secretary-General Mathias Cormann
said in the report. The OECD proposed a
series of “levers” to address the issue,
including developing the market for
recycled plastics, which only represent
six percent of the total - largely because
they are more expensive.

It added that new lechnologies relat-
ed to decreasing the environmental foot-
print of plastic represented only 1.2 per-
cent of all innovation concerning the
product. While calling for “a more circu-
lar plastics lifecycle”, the OECD said that
policies must also restrain overall con-
sumption. It also called for “major invest-
ments in basic waste management infra-
structure”, including €25 billion ($28 bil-
lion) a year to go towards efforts in low
and middle-income countries. — AFP
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EU, GCC ministers review ‘fruitful
progress’ in strategic partnership

Kuwait’s Foreign Minister participates in GCC-EU meeting

BRUSSELS: The EU and GCC reviewed
the fruitful progress in the strategic part-
nership between the two blocs and
stressed the importance of continuing to
strengthen relations between both sides in
light of regional challenges, in order to be
a strong and effective basis for regional
and international security and stability.
This was stated in the Co-Chairs’
Statement released Tuesday following the
26th Session of the GCC-EU Joint Council
and Ministerial Meeting.

Kuwail’s Foreign Minister and Minister
of State for Cabinet Affairs and Acting
Delense Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah par-
ticipated in the session. The GCC dele-
gation was headed by Prince Faisal Bin
Farhan Al-Saud, Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Saudi Arabia and Chairman
of the current session of the Ministerial
Council of the GCC, and the EU dele-
gation was headed by Josep Borrell,
High Representative of the European
Union for Foreign Affairs and Securily
Policy.

The 19-point statement noted that
the Ministers agreed on the impor-
lance of enhancing relations between the
GCC and the EU in a wide range of areas,
including political dialogue, regional secu-
rity, counterterrorism, trade and invest-
menl, energy, climale change, educalion,
health and cybersecurily and lo strength-
en coordination in multilateral forums. To
this effect, they endorsed a Joinl
Cooperation program for the period
2022-2027. They affirmed that this part-
nership contributes to deepening mutual
trust, achieving common interests, and
mainlaining regional and inlernational
security.

Joint action
The Ministers stressed the importance

of promoting joint action in combating cli-
mate change, protecting the environment
and developing renewable energies. The
Ministers exchanged views on issues of
common inlerest, including the Middle
East Peace Process, Yemen, Iran, Libya,
Syria, Lebanon, Iraq and Afghanistan.
They stressed the strategic importance of
close coordination between the GCC and
the EU in this regard. The Ministers
stressed the urgent need to improve the
humanitarian situation in Yemen, agree on
a ceasefire without preconditions, and
reach a political resolution to the conflict

Joint action
to combat
climate change

security. The Ministers reiterated their
concern at the lack of progress towards
resolving the dispute between the UAE
and Iran over the three islands Abu Musa,
Lesser Tunb and Greater Tunb. They reit-
erated their support for a peaceful settle-
ment of this dispute in accordance with
international law, either through direct
negotiations between the parties or by
referring the maltler to the International
Court of Justice.

The Ministers condemned the prolifer-
ation of ballistic missiles and drone sys-
tems used in hundreds of attacks against

civilians, civilian infrastructure and
the Global Coalition Against the so-
called Islamic State (IS). The
Ministers addressed the Iran nuclear
talks in Vienna and stressed that a
full and effeclive implementation of
the JCPOA can contribute to com-
prehensive and lasting efforts to
ensure that the Gulf region remains
permanently [ree of nuclear weapons
and help address other regional

through negolialions facilitaled by the
UN, based on the GCC Initiative and its
implementation mechanism, the outcomes
of Yemen's Nalional Dialogue Conference,
and UN Securily Council Resolution 2216.
They underscored the importance of
Saudi Arabia’s initiative for a ceasefire and
political solution in Yemen. The Ministers
expressed their condemnation in the
strongesl lerms of the Lerrorist atlacks
launched by the Houthi militia using mis-
siles and drones against the UAE and
Saudi Arabia, and expressed support for
peacelul solutions for Yemen. They reaf-
firmed that terrorism in all its forms and
manifeslalions conslilutes one ol the most
serious threats to international peace and

issues. The Ministers agreed on the

importance of continued common

international efforts to enhance sla-
bility and prosperity in Iraq, prevent the
spread of violent extremism in the coun-
try, including (IS), and improve prospects
for economic recovery, and energy inde-
pendence. The Ministers expressed their
concern regarding the humanilarian and
economic crisis in Alghanistan, and agreed
on the importance to urgently respond to
the needs of the Afghan people, including
refugees and displaced persons.

Humanitarian situation
On Syria, the Ministers expressed their
deep concern over the deteriorating
humanitarian situation. They agreed on the
need lo provide basic life-saving assis-
tance in all areas of Syria, as part of the

BRUSSELS: Kuwait's Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah
attends the 26th Session of the GCC-EU Joint Council and Ministerial Meeting. — KUNA

implementation of the UN Humanitarian
Response Plan. Regarding Lebanon, the
Ministers viewed positively the resump-
tlion of regular meelings of the Council of
Ministers of Lebanon and urged expedi-
tious and effeclive decisions by Lhe
Lebanese Government to initiate direly
needed reforms that would enable a quick
conclusion of the agreement with the
International Monetary Fund (IMF). On
the Middle East Peace Process, the
Ministers called for de-escalation in
Jerusalem and reiterated their commitment
lo a two-slate solution that meets the
legitimate aspirations of the Palestinian
people, based on 1967 lines and UNSC
resolutions 242, 338, 2334 and other rele-
vanl UN resolutions, Jerusalem as the
shared capital of both states, and a just
and [air seltlement for refugees. They reit-

erated the importance of sustained finan-
cial support for UNRWA. On Libya, the
Ministers re-affirmed their support for the
UN efforts to hold free, fair, inclusive and
credible presidential and parliamentary
elections. GCC and EU Ministers agreed
to hold their next meeting in 2023 in the
GCC region.

Sheikh Dr Ahmad had also met sepa-
rately with Belgium Depuly Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sophie
Willems on the sidelines of the 26th EU-
GCC council ministerial meeting. The
meeling was held in Brussels where they
reviewed bilateral relations and ways to
strengthen it in various fields o achieve
the common interests of the two coun-
tries, in addition to discussing the latest
developments on the regional and inter-
national arenas. — KUNA

Workshop to help
supporl women’s
issues on social media

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: The Women’s Cultural Social Society
held a workshop on the ‘role of digital media in sup-
porling women’s issues’, presented by Ashwaq Al-
Mudhaf, who gave advice and lips to women Lo
deliver their message. She slarted with how Lo use
social media tools to deliver messages on important
issues.

“Social media tools are available free of charge.
The woman has a message, but il’s nol reaching the
largel. This is because she uses social media in a
wrong way, as she doesn’t have enough knowledge.
So today I am presenting this workshop to give
them plans and tools of social media that will help
them deliver their message,” Mudhal said.

EU stamp to mark anniversary of cooperation with Kuwait

“In the beginning I focus on letting them know
whal their message is, how lo define it, make it clear,
explain it, plan when to post or publish it, and where
(on which channel). They should know how to
measure their performance. We all know that today
‘what is measurable is manageable’,” she added.

The number of followers, whether on Twitter,
Instagram, or any other app, is not very important.
“What matters most is who or how many people
retweeted or shared the post, which ensures that the
message will reach the desired goal. If you have 10
followers, they can let your message reach 100 peo-
ple. The number of followers is not a measure of the
success of delivering the message. Whal mallers is
that my real followers passed the message. There is no
sense ol having 10,000 followers who are not aclive
and do not forward my message, and most probably
these are fake followers,” explained Mudhalf.

“The user should always care aboul all her fol-
lowers. She should respond to all their messages. If
she is receiving many direcl messages and is nol
able Lo respond Lo all of them, she can wrile in her
bio on the top that she does not reply to DMs. You
should respond to your attackers or critics, but be
careful, as anything posted on the Internet will stay

there forever, and you will be responsible for it,” she
pointed out.

“If you have a message thal you wanl Lo deliver,
your account should be ‘business’ or at least public
Lo show your messages. I you have bought fake fol-
lowers, it will show in the likes and comments. On
Twitter, you should always ‘like’ your message, and
on Instagram, always pin your message in both the
Feed and Highlights,” she explained.

The time of posting the message also matters. “If
you want to deliver your message, you should post
it after 6:00 pm. In our community, people are not
morning persons. The peak is between 6:00 pm to
9:00 pm. ITriday is a dead day for Instagram, so
don’t post on Fridays,” Mudhaf said. To deliver a
message, there should be specific goals. “Mention
even the small details. The more specific the details,
the more realistic the goal. Any goal without a plan
is a dream,” she said.

Energy is a must Lo realize all of this. “Quality
sleep, proper food and exercise all are important.
Sleeping well will provide 50 percent of the ener-
gy. Proper nutrition will help realize your plan,
and people should drink enough water,” conclud-
ed Mudhaf.

KUWAIT: The European Union
Ambassador to Kuwait Dr Cristian
Tudor hosted in his residence the launch
of the stamp Lo mark the 5th anniversary
of the Cooperation Arrangement
between the European External Action
Service and the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Kuwail. The launch was
altended by members of Kuwail
Philatelic and Numismalic Sociely
Mohammed Abdel Hadi Jamal and Dr
Adel Hussain Al-Abdul-Razzaq as well
as the French Ambassador to Kuwait
Claire Le Flecher, as France holds the
rotating presidency of the Council of the
European Union.

During the event, Dr Cristian Tudor
thanked the Kuwaiti Philatelic and

Numismalic sociely for their valuable
contribution to the design and production
of the stamp. He also thanked the Ministry
of State for Services Alfairs for issuing the
stamp. He said that the stamp consists of
landmarks from each of the 27 EU
Member States. He stressed that Kuwait
was the first GCC counlry lo sign a
Cooperation Arrangement with the
European Union. This Arrangement is a
cornerstone in EU-Kuwait relations, which
paved the way for the EU and Kuwail to
deepen dialogue and to develop coopera-
tion in various areas such as trade, invest-
menl, economy, human rights, securily,
humanitarian assistance cooperation and
development. The EU Ambassador con-
cluded his speech by sending his best

wishes Lo the Amir of Kuwait His Highness
Sheikh Nawal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and the Crown Prince His Highness
Sheikh Mishal AlI-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and the Kuwaiti people on the
occasion of Kuwail’s National Day and
Liberation Day.

Dr Adel Al-Abdul-Razzaq, board
member of the Philatelic and
Numismalic Sociely addressed in his
speech the design and the production of
the stamp. He also thanked the Kuwaili
artist Jaber Al-Hindal from the Philatelic
and Numismalic Sociely for his nolable
work in designing the stamp. Dr Adel
presented to the EU Ambassador and
the French Ambassador framed copies
of the stamp.

Russia faces
sanctions blitz...

Continued from Page 1

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said that if Kyiv
did so, it would be “an extremely undesirable scenario
that would make everything even more difficult”.
Meanwhile, in the frontline town of Shchastya, shellfire
rang out around an electric power station as fearful
residents awaited the Russian deployment. A shell hit
the roof of 59-vear-old Valentyna Shmatkova’s apart-
ment block overnight, shattering all the windows in
her two-room apartment.

“We spent the war in the basement,” she said,
referring to the 2014 fighting that saw the region
break away from Ukraine. “But we weren't expecting
this. We never thought Ukraine and Russia wouldn't
end up agreeing.” Asked what she thought of Putin’s

decision to recognize the republics, Shmatkova
laughed: “I have no idea what’s going on, we have no
light, no electricity, nothing!”

Most Western officials were not yet describing
Putin’s moves as an invasion, but US officials say there
is a 150,000-strong Russian force poised to launch an
all-out assaull. Putin announced he was recognizing
the territories, which broke away from Kyiv’s control
in 2014, in a day of political theatre in Moscow. After a
dramatic televised meeting with his top government,
military and securily officials, Putin spoke to the
Russian people in a 65-minute address from his
Kremlin office.

In the often angry speech, Pulin railed against
Ukraine as a failed state and “puppel” of the West,
accusing Kyiv of preparing a “blitzkrieg” to retake the
separatist regions. The move to recognize them, Putin
said, was “a long overdue decision”. He was then
shown signing “friendship” agreements with rebel
leaders that allowed for the official deployment of
Russian forces to “maintain peace” and the sharing of
military bases and border protection. — AFP

Producers warn
gas prices...

Continued from Page 1

The United States has asked Qatar to help Europe
if Russian supplies are cut, but its Energy Minister
Saad Sherida Al-Kaabi said his country could not
rescue Europe alone. Russia accounts for about 40
percent of the European market and Qatar five per-
cenl. It would be “virtually impossible” for one coun-
try to replace that amount of gas, Kaabi told a news
conference. Qatar’s supplies are also tied up in long-
term contracts, many with Asian countries including
Japan, South Korea and China.

“We are supportive of the European Union and we
are ready Lo supply whalever is possible [rom our
side and the volume that will be available while abid-
ing by conlracts,” IKaabi said. The minister estimated

KUWAIT: Ashwaq Al-Mudhaf speaks during the work-
shop at the Women’s Cultural Social Society. — Photo
by Yasser Al-Zayyat

\

KUWAIT: The European Union Ambassador to Kuwait Dr Cristian Tudor (left)
with members of Kuwait Philatelic and Numismatic Society Mohammed
Abdel Hadi Jamal and Dr Adel Hussain Al-Abdul-Razzaq.

that 10-15 percent ol shipments under Qatar’s long-
term contracts could potentially be diverted. But he
insisted that the record prices in Europe had their
roots in a lack of investment before the Ukraine crisis.

Qatar and other producer nations want long-term
contracts of up to 25 years lo “underpin” the huge
investments made in extracling, processing and trans-
porting gas. “Everything that is going on today in
pricing is fundamentally because of a lack of invest-
ments and that will take time to catch up,” Kaabi said.
Asked whether European consumers would have to
pay more because of the Ukraine crisis, he said:
“Predicting how prices will be, (whether they) will go
up or down, that is in God’s hands not mine.”

The summit statement made no mention of
increasing supplies and instead stressed the “[unda-
mental role” of long-lerm contracts and linking gas
prices to oil values to bolster investment. But Qatar’s
Amir, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani, said forum
countries were “working hard Lo ensure a credible
and reliable supply of natural gas to world markets
and preserve the stability of those markets”. — AFP
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Amir discusses ties, various
topics with Egyptian President

Talks focus on expanding scope

of cooperation between Kuwait, Egypt
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His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah welcomes
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi.
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
meets Egyptian President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi. — Amiri Diwan photos

His Highness the Grown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
meets Egyptian President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah welcomes
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
sees off Egyptian President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi at the airport.

Egyptian President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi meets Kuwait’s Prime Minister His
Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah yesterday received
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi, along with
his accompanying delegation. The audience was
allended by His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. His Highness
the Amir and the Egyptian President held cordial
conversations, depicting the solid and historic rela-
tions between the two brotherly countries and peo-
ples. Moreover, the Kuwaiti-Egyptian summit talks
dealt with means of boosting these close relations
and the fruitful cooperation in various sectors for
serving common interests within [rameworks of the
close and brothering bonds between the two states.

Cabinet congratulates
Kuwait on National,
Liberation Days

KUWAIT: In its weekly meeting on Monday, the
Cabinet, headed by His Highness the Premier Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sababh, offered sincere
congratulations to the Kuwaiti leadership, namely His
Highness the Amir and His Highness the Crown Prince,
and to the Kuwaili people on the advent of the 61st
anniversary of the National Day, and the 31st anniver-
sary of Liberation Day. According to Deputy Premier
and Acling Foreign Minister and Acling Minister for
Cabinet Affairs Dr Mohammad Al-Fares, the Cabinet
recalled the greal sacrifices made by the Kuwaiti
people to defeat the Iraqi invasion and adhering to
the homeland’s legilimacy as a nation. The Cabinet
also extended its appreciation and gratitude to the
blessed elforts made by brothers and [riends Lo liber-
ate the State of Kuwait and clear it from the invading
forces. Then the Cabinel followed up on latest devel-
opments related to the Coronavirus pandemic, listen-
ing in this regard lo a briefling by Minister ol Health
Dr Khaled Saeed. It voiced reliel over declining num-
ber of posilive cases; deeming it “positive resulls”,
while urging the public to keep on abiding by health
measures en roule back Lo normalcy.

The Cabinet then reviewed National Assembly
affairs, mainly the one related to renewing confi-
dence in Minister of Foreign Affairs and Minister of
State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser
Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah on the February 16th par-
liament session, congratulating the aforementioned
Cabinet member on the matter, as well as praising
his competence in addressing interpellation items. It
also reviewed an interpellation filed by MP Abdullah

Diplomats
mark Kuwait’s
National Days

KUWAIT: French Ambassador to Kuwait Claire Le
Flecher yesterday expressed pride that her nation
had participated in the liberation of the State Kuwait
from “claws of the flagrant Iraqi occupation” in 1991.
In remarks to KUNA marking the 61st anniversary
of the State of Kuwait Independence and the 31st
Liberation Day, the ambassador lauded Kuwait’s
leading role for bolstering regional peace and
expressed satisfaction at the level of relations
between the Gulf country and her nation. She con-
gratulated Their Highnesses, the Amir and the Crown
Prince, on the nalional occasions, wishing IKuwail
further progress and prosperity. Meanwhile, the
Chinese Ambassador to Kuwait Li Minggang said
the achievements that has Kuwait made over the
vears are worth celebrating, expressing readiness to
“twin” the two nations’ development strategies. He
expressed congratulations to the top Kuwaiti lead-
ers on the national days as well as on the success in
combaling the novel coronavirus, where the country
largely wilnessed restoration ol normal life.

The audience was attended by Minister of the Amiri
Diwan Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah and Head of the Amiri Diwan
Sheikh Mubarak Faisal Saud Al-Sabah.

Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown Prince
received President Sisi at Bayan Palace, along with
his accompanying delegation, on the occasion of
their official visit to the State of Kuwait. His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal headed
the Kuwaili side in official talks with the Egyplian
party, led by President Sisi and attended by senior
officials. His Highness the Prime Minister of Kuwail
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and
ranking slate officials were also present in the offi-

KUWAIT: His Highness the Premier Sheikh Sabah Al-

Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs the Cabinet’s
meeting. — KUNA

Al-Mudhaf to Minister of Public Works and Minister
of State for Youth Affairs Ali Al-Moussa. Renewing
support for the minister in question, the Cabinel said
based on Article 135 of the National Assembly
Bylaw, the interpellation would be included in the
agenda of the Forthcoming parliamentary session.
Noling that interpellation is a right for MPs guaran-
Leed by the Conslitution, the Cabinel alfirmed its full
confidence in the Minister Al-Moussa and its keen-
ness on backing him so to pursue sincere efforts in
fulfilling the lasks accorded Lo him.

Other issues discussed during the meeting includ-
ed follow up on the State’s annual plan (from April 1 to
September 30, 2021), examining a draft law to
approve the Second Protocol to the 1954 Hague
Convention for criminal acts committed against cul-
tural property, and approving the State of Kuwait
joining a pan-Arab commercial services’ agreement.
All draft laws were forwarded to His Highness the
Amir, then the National Assembly for ratification. It
also reviewed lalest Arab, regional and inlernational
developments, and expressed condolences to the
friendly people of Brazil over victims of flash floods
that hit the hillside city of Petropolis. — KUNA

The Chinese envoy also praised Kuwait’s media-
tion for resolving the Gulf crisis, thus contributing to
the preservation of the regional peace and stability.
In Amman, the Kuwaili Ambassador Aziz Al-Daihani
said in an interview with the official news agency,
Petra, marking the Kuwaili national occasion, that
the Kuwait-Jordan relations have been distinguished
since 1961, noting that the two countries have signed
73 accords and memos covering diverse sectors.
Kuwaiti investments in Jordan have reached $18 bil-
lion, he confirmed, noting that stances by the two
countries toward regional and international causes
have been identical. In Gaza, Palestine’s Ambassador
to the State of Kuwait Rami Tahboub took part in an
online seminar, organized by Israa University in
Gaza, shedding light on Kuwait’s support for the
Palestinian cause. Ambassador Tahboub expressed
felicitations to the Kuwaiti leaders on the national
days, alfirming that the Kuwaili people have been
among the most ardent supporters for the
Palestinian cause, noling that the Kuwaili stance has
been based on the commilment Lo juslice, the Arab
and Islamic identily of Jerusalem. He noted that the
Palestine Liberation Organization had been launched
in Kuwait which also hosted hundreds Palestinian
teachers, revealing that Kuwait paid $100 million to
the Palestinian administration over the past four
years. Kuwait, since 2019, has paid $50 million to the
UN reliel agency, UNRWA, he added. — KUNA

cial discussions. Kuwaili Minister ol Amiri Diwan
Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-Mubarak
Al-Sabah stated that the talks were held in a cor-
dial atmosphere, reflecting depth of the solid and
brotherly relations between Kuwait and Egypt. The
Kuwaili-Egyptian talks dealt with means of
cementing further the deep-rooted relations for the
sake of expanding the scope of cooperation, in
addition to issues of joint concern, as well as latest
developments on the international and regional
arenas. Later, His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Mishal held a luncheon in honor of the
Egyptian President and his entourage.

The visiting Egyptian President also received His

Highness the Prime Minister al the guests’ residence
al Bayan Palace. The meeling was attended by the
Foreign Minister, Minister of State for Cabinet
Affairs and the Acling Defense Minister, Sheikh Dr
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah, and head
of the accompanying honorary mission and Adviser
al the Amiri Diwan Mohammad Dhaifullah Sharar.
President Sisi later wrapped up his official visit to
Kuwait and was seen off at the airport by His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem, His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah and senior slale officials. — KUNA

i
Wity
A \ﬁt‘-‘-

\:_
i

i
3

[LH]

st
1
;I|,

kil
|
: h{"-

i
|
A

:l:_:
1

I\
)
1

= 11 il'!,
ik

On the occasion of the

1961-2021
ANNIVERSARY

th

Subscribe or renew your subscription
KD 20 instead of KD 30 for 1 year

For individuals only
Tel: 24833199 ext: 353-355-356

&

®

kuwaittimes.net

.




FKuwait =2 Times

Established 1961

4

LLocal

Wednesday, February 23,2022

Huwait=2= Times

Established 1961
The First Daily in The Arabian Gulf

THE LEADING INDEPENDENT
DAILY IN THE ARABIAN GULF

‘Rise to Success’ group
summits Mt Kilimanjaro

ESTABLISHED 1961
Founder and Publisher
YOUSUF S.AL-ALYAN
Editor-in-Chief
ABD AL-RAHMAN AL-ALYAN . . . . .

oo, ammsansnsszinnce | ICUWaIL flag and Kuwait Times, Kuwait News banner raised on top
ADVERTISING : 24835616/7
FAX : 24835620/1
CIRCULATION : 24833199 Extn. 353-355-356
ACCOUNTS : 24833199 Extn. 125
COMMERCIAL 124835618

P.O.Box 1301 Safat,13014 Kuwait.
Email: info@kuwaittimes.com
Website: www.kuwaittimes.net

Blood donation drive launched

T LIE

FHEN & A
KUWAIT: The Ministry of Health announced L — AL
yeslerday the launch of a blood donation cam-
paign (Kuwait in My Blood) starting today at the
Central Blood Bank. In a statement to KUNA,
head of the blood transfer department in the
ministry of health Reem Al-Radhwan said that
this campaign comes on the occasion of the
national holidays of Kuwait. “This is the fifth year
for the campaign, and it aims to spread aware-
ness aboul giving for our country as our national
duty towards it,” she said. “In 2021, we were able
to collect 83,778 bags of blood from all branch-
es, but this year we seek Lo increase the number
of donators to meet the clinical needs of the hos-
pitals and to change the understanding of dona-
tion in the time of need,” she noted. — KUNA

|
Bid to end violence against women

Kangil lt:ill]ri_',

Apticugs

Sheikh Mohammad Al-Thani

(From left) Basel Al-Jarallah and Kuwait Times Deputy Editor-in-
Chief Abdullah Boftain

CAIRO: A Kuwaiti diplomat yesterday hailed a
new pan-Arab plan to clamp down on violence
against women, saying the introduction of new
legislations over the malter is a “positive step”
forward. Any measure aiming to generate aware-
ness on the need to stop all forms of violence
against women is supported by all Arab states,
the Kuwaiti assistant foreign minister for human
rights affairs said on the sidelines of pan-Arab
talks on human rights. He mentioned recent laws
his country had approved to combat violence
against women, while the new Arab stralegy
would enable countries around the region to
address the matter collectively— KUNA

I
Pavilion displays relief efforts

DUBAI: Kuwait’s pavilion at Expo Dubai 2020 dis-
plays the country’s leading role in the humanitarian
and relief field, for which Kuwait has been named a
Humanitarian Center in honor of the late Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. The
display shows the efforts of all organizations and
entities and their vital role in providing aid and
relief for different countries and people. — KUNA

13 e nll e el o b e . AT s b - b

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s flag and Kuwait Times and Kuwait News banner were raised 5,895 meters above sea level on top of Mount Kilimanjaro, Africa’s highest summit. The
‘Rise to Success’ group organized a trip to Tanzania recently led by Sheikh Mohammad Al-Thani, featuring 27 participants from 17 countries. Kuwait was represented by
Basel Al-Jarallah and Kuwait Times Deputy Editor-in-Chief Abdullah Boftain.

Kuwait: A Key
Defense and
Security Partner
for Canada

By Ambassador of Canada to Kuwait
Aliya Mawani and Brigadier-General
Tim Arsenault, Commander of Joint
Task Force IMPACT and Task Force
Central, in Camp Canada, Kuwait.

KUWAIT: As Kuwait celebrates its 31st
Liberation Day, we take the opportunity to
recognize this country as one of Canada’s
most important defense and security part-
ners in the Middle East. Canada and
Kuwait have enjoyed strong bilateral ties
since the establishment of diplomatic rela-
lions in 1965, reinforced by Canada’s role
in helping to liberate Kuwait from occupa-
tion during the first Gull War (1990-1991).
Three decades later, this partnership
remains strong. Kuwait provides pivolal
support to Canada’s security and stabiliza-
tion operations in the Middle East by host-
ing our Task Force headquarters and an
operational support hub at Camp Canada,
Ali Al Salem Air Base. Since 2011, Kuwait
has been the base for several hundred
Canadian service personnel, who take part
in multinational counterterrorism and sta-
bilization operations, including the Global
Coalition against Daesh, and capacily-

4

Aliya Mawani

building activities with partners across the
region. Canada and Kuwait are also work-
ing logether as members of the Combined
Maritime Forces (CMF), a multinational
marilime partnership that promotes secu-
rity, stability, and prosperily in the region.

The strength of our partnership was
recently exemplified during evacuation
efforts from Afghanistan. In August 2021,
Kuwail facilitated Canada’s evacuation of
3,700 Alghan and Canadian cilizens [rom
ICabul to Canada via Ali Al Salem Air Base.
It was over 30 years ago, on August 24,
1990, that Canada deployed a naval task
force to the Gulf. A month later on
September 14, 1990, Canada dispatched
CF-18 Hornet fighter aircraft to fly patrols.
The force would grow Lo a Wing of 24 air-
craft known as the “Desert Cats.” Between
August 10, 1990 and April 16, 1991, some
4,500 Canadian service personnel partici-
pated in the liberation of Kuwait.

Mexican ambassador congratulates
Kuwait on national holidays

KUWAIT: Ambassador of Mexico to
Kuwait Miguel Angel Isidro released the
following statement congratulaling Kuwait
on its national holidays:

“I am truly privileged and honored to
celebrate alongside the friendly nation of the
State of Kuwait and its people, the milestone
of the 61st Independence Day and 31st
Liberation Day celebrations. On this historic
occasion, I wish to extend to His Highness
the Amir of the State of Kuwail, His Highness
the Crown Prince, His Highness the Prime
Minister, the government and the people of
the State ol Kuwail, our heartfelt congratu-
lations and best wishes.

“Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, our
countries keep a friendly bilateral relation-
ship, as well as close collaborations in dif-
ferent sectors. Also, Mexico and Kuwait
are keen to expand economic and com-
mercial relations between the two coun-
tries upon a mutually beneficial basis.
Within this framework, we are optimistic
that the bilateral relationship between the
two countries will further strengthen in the
years ahead Lo our mutual benefil.

“Let me conclude this message by
extending again my best wishes Lo His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawafl Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for his personal

Tim Arsenault

The State of Kuwail has officially rec-
ognized the contributions of Canadian
Armed Forces members and veterans
who participated in the country’s libera-
tion, presenting them with medals in
recognition of their service. Nolably, the
liberation of Kuwait marked the first time
that women in the Canadian Armed
Forces deployed to a war zone in combat
roles, reflecting Canada’s commitment Lo
promoting gender equality in all aspects
ol sociely.

As Canada and Kuwait continue to work
together to promole peace and securily in
the region, we pay tribute to all of the men
and women who played a role in Kuwait’s
liberation and look forward Lo a strong and
lasting Canada-Kuwail partnership. On this
occasion, we would like to take this oppor-
Lunily Lo extend our warmesl congralula-
tions to the State of Kuwait on its National
and Liberalion Days.

Miguel Angel Isidro

well-being, success, and health, as well as
peace and prosperity to all citizens of the
country as you celebrate your National
and Liberation Days.”

St Regis, Sheraton, Four
Points celebrates Kuwait’s
National, Liberation Days

KUWAIT: To celebrate the 61st
National Day and the 3lst
Liberation Day of Kuwait, The St
Regis Kuwait, Sheraton Kuwait and
Four Points by Sheraton Kuwait
joins the country as it lights up with
the colors of the national flag,
offering the most magnificent view
ol the cily of Kuwail.

Since the hotel’s inception
decades ago, this iconic complex
contlinues to achieve brilliance,
coupled with timeless hospitality
and upgraded luxury services
refined over five decades. It has
remained a landmark, proven
through its continued progress and
a stellar record of accomplishments
and history ol achievements.

Marking the occasion of the
national holidays, Fahed Abushaar,
the General Manager ol St Regis
Kuwail and Sheraton Kuwail and
Mounir Amer, the General
Manager of Four Poinls by

Sheraton Kuwait expressed their
pride in serving Kuwait and its
gracious people through the
unparalleled and personalized
service within the integrated hotel
complex. They offer their sincere
congratulations and utmost appre-
ciation to His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah and His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Exclusive hotel packages await
on rooms and suites for all valued
guesls during the national holi-
days promising a staycation with
the highest standards of luxury
and hospitality, in addition to
exclusive culinary offers al the
restaurants with delicious Kuwaiti
and international dishes offered to
the affluent tastemakers. We invite
you to visit our Cake Boutique for
a glimpse of our holiday-themed
cakes and sweets.
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US, allies lambast Russia over Ukraine

Moscow still ‘open to diplomacy for a dlplomatlc solution’

UNITED NATIONS, United States:
The United States and its allies rounded
on Russia during an emergency Securily
Council session Monday, denouncing
Vladimir Putin’s recognition of rebel-held
areas in Ukraine and his ordered deploy-
ment of troops as a gross violation of
international law and “pretext for war.”
Addressing  the council, US
Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield
heaped scorn on Putin’s assertion that
the Russian troops would take on a
peacekeeping role in the Donetsk and
Lugansk areas. “He calls them peace-
keepers. This is nonsense. We know what
they really are,” Thomas-Greenfield said.
Ukraine’s ambassador Sergiy Kyslytsya
insisted that his country’s borders remain
“unchangeable” despite Russia’s actions.
Meanwhile, Russia’s ambassador to
the UN, Vasily Nebenzya, said Moscow
is still “open to diplomacy for a diplo-
malic solution”-bul warned against what
he dubbed Ukrainian aggression.
“Allowing a new bloodbath in the
Donbass is something we do not intend
Lo do,” he added, referring to the region
encompassing Donetsk and Lugansk.
Putin’s order has been widely seen as
paving the way for an operation to
deploy part of the potential invasion
force he has massed on Ukraine’s bor-
ders. In a lengthy televised national
address announcing his recognition of
the rebel-held areas, Putin railed against
Ukraine as a failed state and “puppet” of
the West, repeatedly suggesling il was
essentially part of Russia.
Thomas-Greenfield said the speech
amounled lo a “series ol oulrageous,
false claims” that were aimed al “creal-
ing a pretext for war.” Her remarks came

just before a White House spokesperson
told AFP that Washington vesterday
would impose sanctions on Moscow fol-
lowing Putin’s order.

‘Critical’ moment

Russia-which currently holds the
rotating presidency of the Council-had
wanted the session to be closed, but
the United States insisted it be public.
Multiple countries had requested
Monday’s emergency meeting based
on a letter from Ukraine that demand-
ed its representative be able to attend.
Speaking before the UN late Monday,
Kyslytsya challenged the Securily
Council to defy Russian intimidation,
saving: “The United Nations is sick.”
“I’'s been hit by the virus spread by
the Kremlin. Will it succumb Lo this

virus?” he said. “It is in the hands of

the membership.”

The Under-Secrelary-General [or
Political and Peacebuilding Affairs,
Rosemary DiCarlo, voiced “regrel” that
Russian troops were ordered to castern
Ukraine. “The next hours and days will

be critical,” DiCarlo said. “The risk of

major conflict is real and needs Lo be
prevented at all costs.” Putin’s recogni-
tion of the separatist republics effective-
ly buries a fragile 2015 peace plan for
the conlflict, and opens the door for
direct Russian military involvement.
Moscow provided no details or date for
any deployment of the “peacekeeping”
forces, only saying that it “comes into
force [rom the day il was signed.”

Brilish envoy Barbara Woodward said
the council must be united in urging
Russia to “de-escalatle” and “respect its
obligations.” “Russia has brought us to

LVIV, Ukraine: People take part in a shooting training course at a shooting complex outside Lviv yesterday. —AFP

the brink. We urge Russia to step back,”
Woodward said, as China called for
restraint by “all sides.” Geraldine Byrne
Nason, Ireland’s ambassador to the UN,
called Russia’s actions “a flagrant viola-
tion of international law,” saying the

UN experts slam
online attacks on
Indian journalist

NEW DELHI: UN rights experts have called for an
end Lo “misogynislic and seclarian” online allacks
against a Muslim Indian woman journalist, asking
the authorities to investigate the harassment.

Rana Ayyub, a fierce critic of Prime Minisler
Narendra Modi and the Hindu nationalist govern-
ment of his Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), has been
the target of a relentless campaign of online abuse
— including death and rape threats.

She is the “victim of intensifying attacks and
threats online by far-right Hindu nationalist groups”,
the independent rapporteurs, who do not speak for
the United Nations but are mandated to report to it,
said in a statement Monday.

They said these attacks were in response to
Ayyub’s reporting on issues affecling India’s minori-
Ly Muslims, her criticism of the government’s han-
dling of the Covid-19 pandemic, and her commen-
tary on the recent hijab ban at schools in the south-
ern slale of Karnataka.

The rapporteurs added that the Indian govern-
ment had failed lo condemn or invesligale the
attacks. She “has been subjected to legal harass-
ment by the Indian authorities in relation to her
reporting”, they said, including the freezing of her
bank account and other assets.

Seclarian riots
Ayyub, 37, began as an investigative journalist

Canada blockades
lifted, ‘emergency
is not over’

OTTAWA: Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
on Monday defended his use of emergency powers
to end weeks-long trucker-led protests and argued
that lingering threats require the measures to remain
in force for now. Trudeau’s decision earlier this month
Lo invoke the Emergencies Act-for only the second
lime in Canada’s history-has been crilicized as over-
reach by his political opponents. The Canadian Civil
Liberties Union is suing the government.

“This state of emergency is nol over,” Trudeau
said in his first appearance before reporters since
authorities at the weekend broke up what the prime
minister called “dangerous and unlawful” protests
that brought the capital Ottawa to a standstill and
blocked border crossings into the Uniled Slales.

“There continues to be real concerns about the
coming days,” he added. Canada has been in the
international spollight for weeks as thousands of
protesters, led by truck drivers furious over Covid-
19 vaccination requirements for driving freight
across the border with the United States, converged
on Otlawa and hunkered down for a siege.

Initially dismissed by authorities, the protesters
later expanded their demands to a broader rejection
of Covid restrictions in Canada. Truckers and their

Rana Ayyub

and wrote a book accusing Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of being complicit in deadly sectar-
ian violence in Gujaral in 2002, when he was slale
premier. Investigators cleared Modi of involvement.

She has since become a commentator for The
Washington Post and other media. This week, the
Post put out a full-page advert saying Ayyub faces
threats almost daily and that the free press is “under
attack” in India.

The Indian mission at the UN in Geneva tweeted
in response to the rapporteurs’ statement that alle-
gations of “so-called judicial harassment are base-
less & unwarranted”, and that advancing “a mislead-
ing narrative only tarnishes” the UN’s reputation.

Ayyub told AFP she was not surprised by this
dismissal of the experls’ findings. “If I had not had
the global support, I would possibly not have been
alive (these past years),” she said, calling main-
stream Indian media “a complicit and silent
bystander” in the abuse she has suffered. — AFP

supporters also blocked a bridge for days between
the Canadian city of Windsor and the US city of
Detroil, [reezing a major trade route critical for
industry including automobile manufacturing.

‘Tools to restore order’

The last big rigs were towed away Sunday from
Canada’s capilal, where the streels were quiel for
the first lime in almost a month following a massive
police operation to end the drawn-out siege.
Canadian lawmakers were Lo vote later Monday on
whether or not to support extending the
Emergencies Act for an additional 30 days.

Trudeau stressed his government did not want Lo
use the measure but felt it had been boxed into a
corner. “After weeks ol dangerous and unlawful
aclivities, after weeks of people being harassed in
the neighborhoods, (and) after evidence of
increased ideologically motivated violent extremism
activity across the country,” local authorities need-
ed “more tools to restore order,” Trudeau said.

The prime minister has been criticized by sup-
porters of the protests for heavy-handed tactics,
but Trudeau shot back that the movement-which
started as a home-grown protest-had been infiltrat-
ed by foreign elements.

“A flood of misinformation and disinformation
washed over Canada” during the protests, including
from foreign sources, he said, and the blockades
and occupations “received disturbing amounts of
foreign funding to destabilize Canada’s democracy.”
Canadians have every right to disagree with him,
Trudeau said. — AFP

P

“unilateral step” had “cast into doubt all
the diplomatic efforts of past weeks.”
Martin Kimani of Kenya pointed out
thal many countries were “birthed by the
ending of empire” and urged against
“dangerous noslalgia” for past borders,

saying Russia’s move “breaches the lerri-

torial  integrity  of  Ukraine.”
“Multilateralism lies on its deathbed
Llonight. It has been assaulted loday, as il
has been by other powerful states in the
recent past,” Kimani said. — AFP
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South Sudanese disillusioned
by lumbering peace process

Economy has effectively been held hostage by political corruption

JUBA: When Tunda Henry’s family fled
South Sudan’s brutal civil war five years
ago, they vowed Lo relurn aller the
upheaval. But as the young nation’s shaky
peace process struggles to make
progress, he fears thal day may never
come. Yesterday marked two years since
President Salva Kiir and his deputy Riek
Machar formed a unily government,
cementling a peace deal signed in 2018
that brought an end Lo a conflict that cost
almost 400,000 lives.

Since then, the world’s newest nation
has lurched from crisis Lo crisis, battling
flooding, hunger, inlerethnic violence
and political malaise as the promises
held out by the peace agreement fail to
malterialise, leaving citizens like Henry
deeply disillusioned.

“I am not happy,” said the father-of-
five, the only person in his family to stay
in South Sudan. Fear continues to dog
his life, making it near impossible for
him to travel to his home village from
the capital Juba. “Some people disappear
on the way,” he said, with rebel groups
such as the National Salvation Front
(NAS) — which did not sign up to the
peace deal-still at large.

Meanwhile political bickering threat-
ens Lo undo even Lhe fragile gains made
in implementing the peace process.
Machar and Kiir have been unable to
agree on key provisions such as the cre-
alion ol a unified army thal will bring

their forces under a single command.

With less than a year left before elec-
tions are due, South Sudan risks “going
back to conflict”, the United Nations
warned earlier this month, barely a
decade after winning its hard-fought
independence from Sudan in 2011. The
five-year civil war which erupted in 2013
forced millions of people to flee their
homes, with Henry’s family now living as
relugees in Uganda.

‘Some people
disappear

on the way’

The 40-year-old works two jobs in
Juba, ferrying customers on his motorcy-
cle to earn extra cash to supplement his
Leacher’s salary of 35,000 South
Sudanese pounds ($80) — more than half
of which is spent on rent. “My salary could
not sustain me... I have to rent a house, |
have Lo send money Lo my family,” he said.

‘Donor fatigue’
Despite being an oil-rich nation, South

Sudan’s economy has effectively been held
hostage by political corruption, with a UN
report last September accusing the ruling
elite of looling lens of millions of dollars
from public coffers.

The country is ranked at the bottom of
Transparency International’s corruption
index along with Somalia and is hugely
dependent on foreign aid-according to
the United States, 75 percent of its popu-
lation required humanitarian assistance

last year.

Four out of five of South Sudan’s 11
million people live in “absolute pover-
ty”, according to World Bank figures
for 2018, and nearly two-thirds ol its
population suffer from severe hunger.
Foreign donors, who provide hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in emer-
gency aid each year, have refused Lo
foot the bill for the lumbering peace
process, irking the government.

“Many of the chapters are not
implemented simply because of lack of

funds (from) the international communily,”
Information Minister Michael Makuei told
AFP in a phone interview. “Most of the
countries did nothing... instead they
decided to impose an arms embargo on us
which has made (unification) of the forces
dilficult,” Makuei said.

But international observers say they
are frustrated by the lack of political will
shown by the country’s leadership in
implementing the terms of the peace

JUBA: File photo shows South Sudanese President

Wednesday, February 23,2022

Salva Kiir (R) standing with First Vice President

Riek Machar as they attend a swearing-in ceremony at the State House in Juba, South Sudan.

Yesterday marked two years since President Salva
government. —AFP

agreement. “There is ol course donor
fatigue,” Christian Bader, the European
Union ambassador to South Sudan, told
AFP. “Some people have been disappoint-
ed. Some people have seen that the money
they send oul in this country has never
brought the expected results,” he said.
After years of limbo, few expect a gov-
ernment gripped by infighting to make

Kiir and his deputy Riek Machar formed a unity

swift progress in time for next year’s elec-
tion deadline. “I am more comfortable
about extending the peace agreement for
aboul one or Lwo years so long (as) the
government officials (gel) their act togeth-
er Lo implement the remaining provisions,”
said Boboya James, an analyst at the Juba-
based Institute of Social Policy and
Research. —AFP

UN says ‘race against
time’ as new storm
nears Madagascar

GENEVA: The UN warned yesterday that authori-
lies and aid workers were racing against the clock Lo
protect people as Madagascar braces for its fourth
tropical storm in as many weeks. Cyclone Emnati is
expected to make landfall on southern Madagascar
Tuesday evening-just weeks after the island was
lashed by Cyclone Batsirai on February 5, alfecling
some 270,000 people and claiming 120 lives.

At the same time, some 21,000 people still
remain displaced from when tropical storm Ana
struck in late January. Another 5,000 were affected
last week by tropical storm Dumako. “We are in a
race against time to protect those who dealt with
the fury of the first three extreme events [rom the
impact of Emnali,” Jens Laerke, spokesman for the
UN humanitarian agency OCHA, told reporters in
Geneva.

The UN’s World Food Programme (WIP) also
said il was on an emergency [ooling. “We are obvi-
ously praying [or the best, but preparing for the
worsl,” WFP spokesman Tomson Phiri told
reporters. The agency has been prepositioning food
and non-food aid to roll out rapidly in the aftermath
of the storm, Phiri said.

The UN’s World Meteorological Organization
(WMO) describes Emnali as “a large and danger-
ous cyclone likely to cause considerable dam-
age.” Emnali had earlier been feared o strike
with the strength ol a calegory 3 or 4 cyclone.
But a WMO spokeswoman said it had been
downgraded and was now expected to make
landfall as a category 2 event. Nonetheless, winds
of up to 200 kilometres (120 miles) per hour were
expected, she said. —AFP

Women workers must
cover up ‘even with
a blanket’: Taleban

KABUL: Women working in Afghan government
departments must cover up-even with a blanket if
necessary-or they may lose their jobs, the Taleban’s
religious police said yesterday. Most women have
been barred from their government jobs, since the
Taleban retook power in August, though
Alghanistan’s new rulers claim they will be allowed
to return once some conditions are in place-such as
segregaled offices.

Yesterday, the Ministry for the Promotion of
Virtue and Prevention of Vice issued a statement
saying women should not go to work unless they
were properly covered, and they could be fired if
they did not follow guidelines.

The ministry earned noloriely during the
Taleban’s first stint in power {rom 1996 to 2001 for
policing the leadership’s strict interpretation of
Islam. It was unclear why they issued yesterday’s
sltalement, as most women in Afghanistan have
always covered their heads in public-with a loose
shawl at least.

“They can follow the hijab the way they want,”
ministry spokesman Mohammad Sadeq Akif
Muhajir told AFP when reached for clarification. But
when asked il this meant they had Lo wear the all-
covering burqa that the Taleban made compulsory
during their previous rule, he demurred.

They can wear “any other sort of hijab, it is up to
them, but they must (cover up) properly... even wear
a blankel”, he said. During the Taleban’s previous
stint in power, a strict interpretation of Islam meant
policing people’s day-to-day habits, aclions, and
clothing. —AFP

In Turkish-funded Syria
camps, tents give way to homes

BIZAAH, Syria: Syrian mother of
four Maryam al-Hussein was relieved
to have a roof over her head as she
moved from a lenl camp into a hous-
ing complex built with Turkish sup-
port. “When I first heard that we were
moving into a house, I couldn’t believe
it,” the 28-year-old widow told AFP in
opposition-held northern Syria.

“I was so happy that I couldn’t
think of anything other than the
move,” she said, silling oulside her
new concrete home. The housing
complex built near the Turkish-held
Syrian cily of Al-Bab is the lalest in a
series of residential projects spon-
sored by Ankara.

Turkey’s goal is to create a so-
called “sale zone” along its border Lo
keep Syrians displaced by war from
crossing inlo its lerrilory, and Lo allow
it to send back some of the millions
who already did. The housing units,
branded by local officials and their
Turkish sponsors as a humanitarian
action to assist displaced families,
could also serve as a model for initia-
tives Lo resettle Syrian refugees living
in Turkey.

Turkey and its proxies have seized
control of territory inside Syria during
several military operations launched
since 2016. In these regions, the
Turkish lira has become the main cur-
rency and Ankara has helped set up
hospitals, post offices and schools that
teach the Turkish language.

Turkish non-governmental group
the Humanitarian Relief Foundation

(IHH) said it has supported the con-
struction of more than 18,000 resi-
dential unils in Syria’s north since
2019. “More than 50,000 people
have settled in the houses we have
buill so far,” said IHH secrelary gen-
eral Durmus Aydin. Aydin said that
Lwice as many will be sheltered in a
total of 24,325 homes due to be com-
pleted by April.

‘Temporary shelters’

The latest housing complex was
built near the opposition-held area of
Bizaah with the support of Turkey’s
AFAD emergencies agency, local offi-
cials said. It consists of 300 one-
storey concrete units with large metal
doors and small side windows.

Each unit is made up of two rooms,
a kitchen and a bathroom, and is
equipped with its own water tank and
costs about $2,500 to build, Aydin
said. They will be home Lo residents of
a nearby displacement camp who
were transferred there this month.

The complex-which is one of many
similar housing projects supported by
AFAD-includes a mosque and a
school. A medical centre is currently
under construction, local officials said.

For Maryam, the move marks a
major upgrade from the dilapidated
tent camps where she had lived with
her father, brother and four children
under harsh conditions. Maryam,
whose husband was killed in battles
between rebels and Syrian regime
forces, was displaced by war in 2019

BIZAAH, Syria: Internally displaced Syrians unload their belongings from trucks upon
arrival at a new housing complex in the opposition-held area of Bizaah, east of the city of
Al-Bab in the northern Aleppo governorate, built with the support of Turkey’s emergencies

agency AFAD. —AFP

and moved [rom one camp Lo another
seeking reluge.

“In the winter, a house is better,
because the rain does not seep in and
in the summer it remains cool because
stone deflects heat better than tents
that turn into furnaces,” she said.
Local official Hussein al-Issa, who
oversees the resettlement of displaced
families, said the Bizaah housing com-
plex was built on land managed by an
opposition-affiliated local council
with “the full cooperation” of Turkey.
“These houses are temporary shelters
for our displaced brothers,” he said.

‘Lying to ourselves’
While many displaced families are
grateful to Turkey for helping provide
shelter, Mohammad Haj Moussa

appeared dissatisfied. “It’s like we are
lying to ourselves,” the 38-year-old
father of four told AFP.

“We want a (permanent) solution.
We want to return to our homes,”
added Haj Moussa, who was dis-
placed by war five yvear ago. Since
fleeing his home in the northwestern
province of Idlib, Haj Moussa said he
had moved from one displacement
camp Lo another. “This unit isn’t too
different” from the camps, he said.
“I's a joke.” Nearby, Ahmed Mustafa
Katouli said he was grateful to have a
concrete roof over his head, but com-
plained the units are too small. “These
houses do not make up for what we
have lost,” said the father of six, dis-
placed from Aleppo with his wife
nearly a decade ago. —AFP

Queen Elizabeth I1
cancels engagements
over COVID symptoms

LONDON: Queen Elizabeth II cancelled her
planned virtual engagements yesterday due to
“mild” coronavirus symptoms, Buckingham Palace
said. “As Her Majesty is still experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms she has decided not to undertake her
planned virtual engagements today, but will contin-
ue with light duties,” said a palace spokesman.

The 95-year-old head of state tested positive for
the virus on Sunday, sparking renewed concerns
about her health after she spent a night in hospital
in Oclober last year. She was forced Lo rest on med-
ical grounds and cancelled a series of planned
engagements, including hosting world leaders at the
UN climate change summit in November.

Her appearances since then have been rare,
although she returned to public duties before the
start of her record-breaking 70th year as monarch
on February 6. The queen is scheduled to hold more
virtual meetings later in the week, including her
weekly private audience with Prime Minister Boris
Johnson.

But it was reported that she will decide on
whether to attend them nearer the time. News of
her illness came the day belore Johnson announced
all pandemic legal curbs in England would end later
this week. On Monday he said compulsory self-iso-
lation for positive cases would stop on Thursday,
urging a shift from government intervention to per-
sonal responsibility.

The move prompted concern from scientists and

accusations from opposition critics that Johnson
was more concerned with appeasing members of
his own parly angered at the curbs than protecting
public health. The monarch-who is believed to be
triple-vaccinated-resumed in-person audiences at
her Windsor Castle home west of London last week.

But she complained to one attendee of suffering
from stiffness and was photographed holding a
walking stick. Her eldest son and heir Prince
Charles, 73, had to pull out of a planned engage-
ment on February 10 after testing positive for coro-
navirus for a second time. It was later revealed he
had mel his mother two days earlier.

Age concerns

The queen and her husband, Prince Philip, moved
to Windsor in March 2020 when the pandemic first
struck, given the risks of catching coronavirus due
to their advanced age. But she still made public
appearances, popping up on video conference calls
with members of the public, and made a rare tele-
vised address to the nation during lockdown, urging
people not to give up hope.

Philip, her husband of 73 vears, died in April
2021, just a few weeks before his 100th birthday. His
funeral took place under restrictions limiting
mourners Lo just 30. Buckingham Palace announced
her positive lest at the weekend with a virtually
identical statement to that yesterday.

With the infection coming two months before the
queen turns 96, royal expert Richard Fitzwilliams
said: “There will be concerns because of her age, no
doubt about that. “But the queen by nature is stoic.
I think she’s someone who looks at things in a very,
very positive way,” he told AFP, anticipating “rea-
sonably regular updates” from the palace.

Elizabeth has generally enjoyed robust health
over her long life, but fears grew in Oclober after

Queen Elizabeth II

the palace was forced to reveal she spent an
unscheduled night in a private London hospital. She
had been at the clinic for unspecified tests.

The COVID scare comes with the royal family
mired in difficulties, including tensions with
Charles’s second son Prince Harry, who now lives in
California with his wife Meghan. The queen’s sec-
ond son Princ