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News in brief

Kuwait Airways raises Airbus 
order to 31 jets in $6bn deal

Deal to give airline greater flexibility • KAC eyes 100 direct destinations
KUWAIT: Kuwait Airways announced yesterday an 
expanded $6 billion deal with Airbus for 31 planes, 
restructuring an agreement reached in 2014. The deal 
comes after what the airline labelled occasionally 
“heated” negotiations following probes over allega-
tions of kickbacks surrounding the initial order. 

“We have managed to agree on a monumental 
restructuring that will position Kuwait Airways in a 
much stronger place to succeed for the next 15 years,” 
company chairman Ali Al-Dukhan told a news confer-
ence. The new agreement, which adds three new air-
craft to the existing order of 28, includes nine Airbus 
A320neo, six A321neo, three A321neoLR, four A330-
800neo, seven A330-900neo and two A350-900. 

Dukhan said the reshaped after the travel industry 
was rocked by the coronavirus pandemic, now car-
ried a “total value of about $6 billion”. “Although cor-
rections were made in 2018, the deal needed further 
corrections to suit Kuwait Airways’ future, especially 
with the need to transition and become more flexible 
in a post-COVID aviation industry,” he said. 

Continued on Page 2 

KUWAIT: Chairman of Kuwait Airways Ali Al-Dukhan shakes hands with President of Airbus Africa and 
Middle East Mikail Houari after signing a deal at the Kuwait Airways headquarters yesterday.

GAZA: Construction workers at a building site 
in northern Gaza have uncovered 31 Roman-era 
tombs dating from the first century AD, the 
Palestinian territory’s Islamist rulers Hamas said 
yesterday. The tombs were discovered near the 
town of Beit Lahia as work began on an 
Egyptian-funded residential area, part of the 
$500 million reconstruction package Cairo 
pledged after the 11-day war in May between 
Israel and armed groups in the Gaza Strip. One 
technician said the tombs were believed to be 
part of a cemetery linked to a nearby Roman 
site in Balakhiya. — AFP 

31 Roman tombs found in Gaza

GAZA: Palestinian workers excavate a newly-dis-
covered Roman cemetery containing ornately 
decorated graves in Beit Lahia on Sunday. — AFP 

AMRITSAR: Conjoined twins show their inked 
fingers after casting their ballots at a polling 
station on Sunday. — AFP 

AMRITSAR: A pair of conjoined twins wore 
dark glasses so they could not see who the oth-
er voted for as they cast ballots for the first time 
in northern India. Sohan and Mohan Singh, 19, 
are joined at the hip and share several organs as 
well as legs. They live in a charitable home after 
being abandoned at birth. Wearing colorful 
checked shirts and matching black turbans, the 
brothers cast their votes on Sunday in state 
elections in Punjab. The teenagers flashed their 
inked fingers while encouraging others to come 
out and vote. — AFP 

Indian conjoined twins vote

Moroccans protest high prices 
  
RABAT: Protests broke out in several 
Moroccan cities on Sunday as people rallied 
against rising prices and to commemorate the 
eleventh anniversary of demonstrations that 
called for reform. In the capital Rabat, dozens of 
protesters decried the high cost of basic goods 
and shouted slogans harking back to the 
“February 20 Movement”. Dozens also rallied in 
Casablanca and Tangiers, according to videos 
posted on social media. Drought has hurt the 
country’s economy and Moroccans are also 
feeling the pinch from high fuel prices. Some 3.8 
billion dirhams (over $400 million) is needed for 
flour subsidies alone in 2022. — AFP  

DOHA: Qatari Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-
Thani presents Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi with 
the football jersey of Qatar’s national team during 
their meeting yesterday. — AFP

DOHA: Iran yesterday signaled “significant 
progress” in talks on reviving a stalled accord on its 
nuclear program but President Ebrahim Raisi, on his 
first visit to a Gulf state, again insisted that the 
United States must lift its crippling sanctions. Iran’s 
ultraconservative leader, a personal target of the US 
sanctions, spoke out ahead of a summit of natural 
gas exporting nations in Qatar. The summit will take 
place against the backdrop of mounting tensions in 
Ukraine and reported advances in resuming a deal 
limiting Iran’s nuclear program. 

The United States under former president 

Donald Trump withdrew from the 2015 accord in 
2018, saying it was not tough enough in curtailing 
Iran’s weapons ambitions. Tehran has always denied 
seeking an atomic bomb. But months of negotiations 
in Vienna have brought the two sides closer to a 
new deal. Iran’s foreign ministry said yesterday that 
“significant progress” has been made and the num-
ber of outstanding obstacles had been “consider-
ably reduced”. 

“But the problems that remain are most difficult, 
the most difficult and most serious to be resolved,” 
it added. Talks on reviving the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action (JCPOA) have been held in the 
Austrian capital since November, involving Britain, 
China, France, Germany and Russia directly and the 
United States indirectly. After arriving in Doha and 
meeting Qatar’s Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-
Thani, a close US ally who has encouraged the two 
sides to narrow their differences, Raisi again took 

Continued on Page 2 

Raisi on first 
Gulf trip for 
gas, nuke talks

SYDNEY: Jubilant visitors returned to Australia 
yesterday as the country reopened its borders to 
vaccinated tourists, nearly two years after the island 

nation imposed some of the world’s strictest COVID-
19 travel restrictions. At the country’s two major 
international airports in Sydney and Melbourne, tired 
but elated family and friends rushed from gates to 
embrace loved ones after years apart. 

Bernie Edmonds was emotional as he hugged his 
eight-year-old granddaughter, Charlotte, who had 
just landed in Sydney. “It’s great to have her back,” 
he said. “She’s got to go again but we’ll get her 
back again.” The country closed its borders to 
almost everyone except citizens and permanent 

residents in March 2020, trying to slow surging 
COVID-19 case numbers. 

The travel ban - which also barred citizens from 
going overseas without an exemption and imposed 
a strict cap on international arrivals - earned the 
country the nickname “Fortress Australia”. 
Sydneysider Jody Tuchin was excited to pick up 
her best friend, who she had not seen since 2018. 
“He made it back just in time for my wedding in 
four days,” she told AFP. 

Continued on Page 2 

Australia 
finally reopens 
to tourists 

TABRIZ: Firefighters put out a blaze at the crash site of a fighter jet which fell in a residential area of this 
city in northwestern Iran yesterday. — AFP 

TEHRAN: An Iranian F-5 fighter jet crashed into a 
school compound in the northwestern city of Tabriz 
yesterday, killing two crew and a passerby, authori-
ties said. “Luckily the school was closed because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic,” local official Mohammad-
Bagher Honarvar told state television. The aircraft 
was on a training mission when it went down around 
9:00 am (0530 GMT) in the city’s central district of 
Monajem, said Honavar, who heads a crisis manage-
ment unit in East Azerbaijan province. 

The head of the local Red Crescent organization 
said the plane crashed into an external wall, and that 
one of the dead was a nearby resident.  

Continued on Page 2 

Iranian fighter 
jet crashes into 
school, 3 killed
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Kuwait Airways has so far received eight aircraft 

and “we expect two (more) before the end of the 
year,” Dukhan told AFP. “Most of the aircraft will 
arrive by 2026.” “The agreement will give us more 
flexibility to expand to more destinations,” he said, 
adding that the airline was aiming to grow from 57 to 
100 direct destinations within the next two years. 

Negotiations took place against the backdrop of 
bribery allegations that cost Airbus billions of dol-
lars in settlement fees in other countries in 2020. 
“As we initiated the negotiations, we knew we were 
already the underdogs going in as 40 percent of the 

deal’s value had already been paid and the delivery 
had started,” Dukhan said. He added: “We entered 
four months of serious, professional negotiations, 
which did get heated at times, but always main-
tained respect and understanding of each other’s 
wants and needs.” 

Kuwait Airways had initially ordered 15 Airbus 
A320neo and 10 A350 in 2014, with delivery begin-
ning in 2019. In Feb 2020, Kuwait’s parliament 
opened a fact-finding panel to probe allegations of 
kickbacks, after Airbus paid huge fines to settle 
bribery cases in French, British and American courts. 
Under the settlement, Airbus agreed to pay Ä3.6 bil-
lion ($4.1 billion) in fines to settle corruption probes 
into some of its aircraft sales. 

Last week, the European giant announced record 
profits of €4.2 billion ($4.8 billion) in 2021, after two 
straight years of losses during the pandemic. 
Deliveries of aircraft rose eight percent to 611 planes, 
Airbus said in an earnings statement. — AFP 

Kuwait Airways 
raises Airbus...

Continued from Page 1 
 
aim at the US sanctions that have ravaged his 

country’s economy. 
“The United States must show their desire to lift 

the main sanctions,” he said. “To reach an accord, it 
is necessary to guarantee the interests of the 
Iranian people, in particular the lifting of sanctions, 
(give) a strong guarantee and end dossiers of a 
political character.” Raisi was named in US Treasury 
sanctions in 2019 before he became president last 
year. The trip to Qatar is only his fourth abroad 
since he took office in August. 

Qatar has added the Iran nuclear dispute to its 
list of diplomatic hotspots where it has taken a 
behind-the-scenes mediation role and the Amir 
called for more dialogue to settle the showdown. 
This month, Qatar’s Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani went on an 
unannounced visit to Tehran after the Amir met 
US President Joe Biden in Washington. Sanctions 
have badly hit Iran’s oil and gas revenues and the 
Tehran government is anxious to get new invest-

ment and customers. 
The exporters’ summit has been dominated by 

Ukraine tensions that have raised prices and 
European fears that its supplies of Russian gas may 
be cut. The United States has asked Qatar to help 
Europe by preparing emergency supplies if the 
Ukraine crisis worsens. But producing nations say 
they will not be able to provide substantial amounts 
of replacement gas if sanctions against Russia do 
affect Western Europe. 

Raisi and the Qatari Amir will be joined at today’s 
summit by Algeria’s President Abdelmadjid 
Tebboune and Trinidad and Tobago’s Prime 
Minister Keith Rowley. Energy ministers from the 
other seven forum members, who include Russia, 
will also take part. Ministers from the 11-member 
group met yesterday to approve a summit state-
ment that industry analysts predicted would touch 
on the lack of spare supplies that could help 
Europe, where consumers are already paying 
record prices for gas. 

Qatar and other countries have insisted that mas-
sive investment is needed in gas infrastructure, and 
that they need the certainty of long-term contracts 
to be able to guarantee supplies to Europe. The 
European Union has long resisted the 10, 15 and 
20-year contracts signed by other major customers 
for Qatar’s gas, which include China, Japan and 
South Korea. — AFP 

Raisi on first 
Gulf trip for...
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Meanwhile, Qantas pilot Paul Grant said it was 

“nice to have passengers back on again”. A Qantas 
flight from Los Angeles was the first to touch down 
in Sydney at 6:20 am (1920 GMT) followed by 
arrivals from Tokyo, Vancouver and Singapore.  

“It’s fair to say we’ve all been waiting a long time 
to welcome visitors back to Australia,” Qantas chief 
executive Alan Joyce said. 

The national carrier expects to bring more than 
14,000 passengers into Australia this week - the 
start of what many believe will be a long, slow 
recovery for a tourism sector devastated by the pan-
demic. “I think we’re going to see a very, very strong 
rebound,” Tourism Minister Dan Tehan said at 
Sydney airport, wearing a t-shirt with the words: 
“Welcome Back”. 

Attracting tourists from China, previously 
Australia’s biggest market, would be difficult while 
Beijing enforces a zero-COVID policy, Tehan admit-
ted. “But as soon as that changes, Tourism Australia 
have been doing a lot of work to make sure that we 
will be ready to encourage those Chinese visitors to 
come.” The Australian government has launched a 
AUS$40 million ($28.7 million) advertising campaign 
to lure tourists back, but only 56 international flights 
are scheduled to land in the country in the 24 hours 
after the re-opening - far below pre-pandemic lev-

els. Prime Minister Scott Morrison said he had “no 
doubt” traveler numbers will scale up in time. 

Every month under “Fortress Australia” has cost 
businesses an estimated AUS$3.6 billion, according 
to the Australian Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, with tourism particularly hard hit. Tony 
Walker, managing director of Quicksilver Group, 
which operates cruises, diving excursions and 
resorts across the Great Barrier Reef, told AFP he 
was “very excited about being able to re-open”. 

International tourists “make up around 70 per-
cent” of business for tourism operators on the reef, 
Walker said, making the two-year border closure 
“incredibly difficult”. During the pandemic, his com-
pany had to reduce its employees from 650 to the 
300 it has today. Key to Australia’s reopening is a 
government requirement that all overseas travelers 
must be fully vaccinated. 

At Sydney Airport, American tourist Robert 
Landis said this had not dissuaded him from visiting. 
“I’ve just been looking for any opportunity to get 
down here,” he said. However, the Australian Tourism 
Export Council warned this week that “there are 
worrying signs consumers are wary of travelling” to 
Australia, with “confusion over our various state 
travel restrictions and concern about snap border 
closures” a key issue. 

Western Australia did not reopen to international 
travelers yesterday, holding off until March 3. Until 
recently, the state had pursued a strict COVID-zero 
policy, cutting itself off from the rest of the country. 
The decision sparked lawsuits - and the observation 
that it was easier for Australians to travel to Paris 
than Perth - but proved popular with West 
Australians. — AFP  

Australia 
finally reopens...
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A blaze broke out at the crash site and firefighters 

were seen battling the flames as a crowd looked on, 
in video footage by the official news agency IRNA. 
The charred remains of the warplane could be seen 
amid the rubble of the school’s blackened facade. 

The plane had been stationed at the Shahid 
Fakouri air base in Tabriz, base commander General 
Reza Youssefi told the broadcaster, adding that it 
was heading back from the training mission when it 
encountered a technical problem that prevented it 
from landing. Iran’s air force has some 300 war-
planes, mostly Russian MiG-29 and Sukhoi-25 fight-
ers that date back to the Soviet era, as well as 
Chinese F-7s, and French Mirage F1s. 

The fleet also includes some American F-4 and 
F-5 jets that date back to the regime of the 
Western-backed shah, who was ousted in the 1979 
Islamic revolution. Experts say that only some of 

these aircraft are operational. In Aug 2006, Iran 
announced it had developed a new warplane 
named “Azarakhsh” (Lightning) which it described 
as similar to the F-5. A year later it unveiled anoth-
er home-grown jet calling it “Saegheh” (Thunder), 
saying it was similar to the American F-18. But 
some Western military experts have said the 
Saegheh is a derivative of the F-5. 

yestrday’s fighter jet crash was the first accident 
involving a military plane reported by Iran since Dec 
2019. Back then, a MiG-29 warplane went down 
near a dormant volcano in the country’s northwest 
during a test flight, according to official media. Three 
days later the military confirmed the death of the 
pilot. In Jan 2019, a military cargo plane overshot a 
runway, crashed and caught fire during a botched 
landing near the capital Tehran. At the time the army 
said 15 people were killed in the accident. 

A combat jet also crashed in Tabriz during mili-
tary exercises in Sept 2011, local media reported. 
Iran has been subject to severe US sanctions since 
2018 when the US withdrew from a landmark 
nuclear deal struck three years earlier between 
Tehran and world powers. Talks are underway in 
Vienna to revive the deal and Iran is calling for sanc-
tions to be lifted. — AFP  

Iranian fighter 
jet crashes into...

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad 
Al-Sabah meets Pakistani Ambassador to Kuwait Syed Sajjad Haider. —KUNA

Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: This picture taken yesterday from Kuwait City’s landmark Liberation Tower shows a view of the city’s urban skyline as a cargo ship sails towards 
Shuwaikh Port. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

      News in brief

Amir congratulates Saudi 
King on 1st Founding Day 
 
KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah congratulated Saudi 
Arabia’s King Salman bin Abdulaziz on the kingdom’s 
inaugural Founding Day, wishing the neighboring 
country continued prosperity and development. His 
Highness the Amir expressed his warm sentiments in a 
cable he sent to the Saudi king, highlighting the impen-
etrable bond shared by the two Gulf Arab countries. 
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah 
sent similar cables to the Saudi king. —KUNA 
 
 

Egypt, Algeria presidents 
visit Kuwait today 
 
KUWAIT: Egyptian President Abdulfattah Al-Sisi, 
accompanied by an official delegation, is expected to 
arrive in Kuwait today on an official visit, where he is 
scheduled to meet His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. Algerian President 
Abdelmadjid Tebboune and his accompanying delegation 
are also expected to arrive in the country today on an 
official visit, where he is scheduled to meet His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. 

Prime Minister welcomes  
outgoing Pakistan envoy

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister and State Minister of 
Cabinet Affairs and Acting Defense Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad 
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah participated in a work breakfast 
with President of the European Council Charles Michel to discuss 

the 26th EU-GCC joint council and ministerial meeting. During 
the meeting, they explored the means to enhance cooperation on 
regional and global challenges, and issues of common interest that 
require discussion and exchange of views. —KUNA

Foreign Minister meets European Council President

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled 
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah received the 
outgoing Pakistani Ambassador 
in Kuwait Syed Sajjad Haider at 

Bayan  Pa lace  yes terday. H i s 
Highness the Prime Minister ’s 
D iwan  Ch ie f  Abdu laz iz  A l-
Dakhee l  was  present  a t  the 
meeting. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah in a group photo on the sidelines of the meeting. —KUNA

Abdulfattah Al-Sisi              Abdelmadjid Tebboune
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By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Any business depends on marketing as
great part of its success. With the development of
modern technology, even marketing has changed. The
pandemic and lockdowns led a transition to online
work and business in all fields, and digital marketing
became an important part of this transformation.

Kuwait Times met Mohammed Fawaz, Digital Media
Marketer and Content Creator, to talk about some
interesting issues in digital marketing, obstacles faced
by companies during the pandemic, tips to avoid bank-
ruptcy and many others. Some excerpts: 

Kuwait Times: How is digital marketing different
from regular marketing? 

Mohammed Fawaz: Statistically, over 80 percent of
people are spending their time on their phones for
more than six hours a day. People are more into visual
advertisements due to their dynamic structure. Regular
marketing covers billboards, printed media and TV
channels, while the new digital marketing includes
phones, tablets and computers. It’s very easy to deliver
the service and the message of your product through a
short video or dynamic digital content. 

KT: What tools do you use? 
Fawaz: I focus on digital marketing and social

media advertising, and the tools I use include
search engine optimization, content marketing,

email marketing, social media advertising and web-
site marketing.

KT: How can companies benefit from this? 
Fawaz: There are a bunch of benefits in using these

digital marketing tools, like an increase in brand
awareness, reaching a very large audience, quick com-
munication with customers, finding insights on every
single piece of content the
business is posting and
checking out the interaction
by clients, direct communi-
cation and increasing sales
due the wide range of
advertising. 

KT: What about individ-
uals - do they seek this
service too? 

Fawaz: Definitely, but
use by individuals of these
marketing platforms is dif-
ferent from the use of busi-
nesses. Influencers, bloggers and content creators
should look to the concept of the king and queen rule
in marketing, where the content must be as good as
advertising. I always point out that content (which is
the king) has to be good and competitive in order to
distribute (advertise) it. We have to check if this con-
tent can offer the viewers something.

Digital marketing during pandemic
KT: What was the role of digital marketing during

the pandemic? 
Fawaz: As COVID-19 spreads across the globe,

the structure of marketing plans has changed and
competition to increase exposure of businesses
online became more harder than before the pandem-

ic. Digital marketing was
the only solution to crank
up sales and save the busi-
ness, because people are
sitting in their homes and
using their mobile phones,
tablets, watching TV and
using their computers.

KT: How did you save
some companies or entre-
preneurs from bankruptcy
during the pandemic?

Fawaz: During the pan-
demic, I had a very long

days and nights of brainstorming new ideas to peo-
ple to make my advertising content outstanding in
the field of marketing. I decided to focus on showing
the identity and then explaining the service. Then I
did a big campaign of taking leads (data collection),
so I can call people to an action after building the
base. This was a very dynamic way to hit people’s

emotions and show people
how credible the business
is. 

KT: What advice can
you give to companies that
are facing problems? 

Fawaz: The number one
rule to survive in this new
economy is to offer the
customer a service that
solves a problem, other-
wise the customer will not
be interested in your serv-
ice. In other words, once
your service can fix some-
thing or solve an issue to transform the current situa-
tion of the customer into a desirable one, the cus-
tomer will take out their credit card and pay the
business. 

I do recommend companies to invest in their digi-
tal marketing department because without digital
advertising, the business will never exist. Focusing on
social media advertising and digital media advertis-
ing are crucial in the 2022 new economy. People are
taking their actual lives into a digital world, and we
started to see this through the new metaverse, where
most big companies around the world are investing
to advertise their products.

Digital marketing took center
stage during pandemic, lockdowns

‘Over 80% of people spend more than six hours on phone’

‘Offer the 
customer a service

that solves a 
problem’

Mohammed Fawaz

Health minister requests
financial incentives for
staff dealing with COVID
KUWAIT: The Minister of Health Dr Khaled Al-Saeed
addressed yesterday the Civil Service Commission
(CSC) to approve the request of offering financial
allowances to all medical staff who dealt with coron-
avirus (COVID-19) patients and other contagious dis-
eases. The minister indicated in a press release that
this came upon the CSC decision 13/2020 of offering
financial bonuses for employees working in hazardous,
noisy, infected, polluted working environments. All
mentioned categories are always prone to hazardous
situations, and infections, which resulted in infecting
most of them due to their direct and indirect with
COVID-19 patients, he affirmed. The ministry is not
informed yet with the CSC response on that matter,
requiring the commission to inform the ministry of its

decision on that matter in
order to allow the Ministry
to follow up with the
required procedures, he
affirmed. 

The Health Ministry had
announced yesterday 1,329
COVID-19 infect ions,
3,492 recoveries and one
death. Health Ministry
spokesman Dr Abdullah
Al-Sanad indicated that
this brought the tallies of
infections and recoveries
to 614,344 and 595,156
respectively. The total of deaths stood at 2,530. He
indicated that there were 80 patients in ICU due to
COVID-19, while there were 16,658 active cases.
Some 316 were occupying beds in COVID-19 wards
as of yesterday, he added. Swabs, in the same peri-
od, reached 20,376 putting the total at 7,489,049,
he added. —KUNA

Kuwaiti MPs propose
amendments to ‘imitating
opposite sex’ rule
KUWAIT: MPs Osama Al-Shaheen and Abdulaziz
Al-Saqaabi proposed an amendment to the penal
code article that penalizes ‘imitating the opposite
sex’ in Kuwait. They proposed defining a person
who imitates the opposite sex as “any male who
wears women’s clothing or make up that make him
appear as a female, or any female who wears men’s
clothing that makes her appear as a male accord-
ing to customs,” in addition to any person “who
undergoes cosmetic surgeries or takes medica-
tions with the intention to alter their appearance
contrary to their nature.” The lawmakers proposed
a maximum three-year jail term and/or KD 7,000
fine for violators.

Last week, the constitutional court struck down
the article in the penal code that barred imitation of
the opposite sex. That article, used for many years
against transgender people and those who dress
similar to the opposite sex, was ruled by the top
court as against the constitution. A number of law-
makers said later that they have submitted a draft
legislation to criminalize such imitation.

Amnesty International had called the court’s rul-
ing “a breakthrough for transgender rights in the
region”. Kuwaiti lawyer Ali Al-Aryan, who filed a

lawsuit to overturn Article 198 of the penal code
two years ago, confirmed that the law had been
overturned, saying it violated personal freedoms,
which are stipulated in the constitution. “The law
was overly vague and broad, and we based our
defense on the existence of medical and constitu-
tional foundations, as there are hormonal as well as
psychological contributors,” he said in a press
statement.

“Article 198 was deeply discriminatory, overly
vague and never should have been accepted into
law in the first place,” Amnesty International’s
Middle East and North Africa deputy director Lynn
Maalouf said in a statement. “They must also imme-
diately halt arbitrary arrests of transgender people
and drop all charges and convictions brought
against them under this transphobic law.” 

Dr Khaled Al-SaeedMP Osama Al-Shaheen MP Abdulaziz Al-Saqaabi

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Army concluded yesterday an air defense drill with live ammunition for the
2021/2022 training season. Kuwait Army Chief of Staff Lt Gen Khaled Saleh Al-Sabah and top military
brass attended the drill.
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KFH launches
cycling initiative
KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) has organ-
ized a sports initiative available to all its customers
to practice the sport of cycling at Mishref Oasis.
The event comes under the campaign “Better
Health... Better Life”, that sheds the light on the
importance of sports and encourages a healthy
lifestyle. This initiative which witnessed a large
presence of audience, stems from KFH’s social
responsibility and within the “Better Health...Better
Life” campaign, displaying excellence in social
activities and competitions, which are gaining great
importance in society.

The cycling event continues throughout the year
and will be held every Tuesday for all KFH cus-
tomers, as part of the various activities offered by
the Bank to its customers in order to meet their
aspirations and interests. This event comes with
participation and collaboration with “Li3ib” appli-
cation, for the fourth year in a row, and Mishref
Oasis for the second year. “Li3ib” application pro-
vides many services such as booking “Padel” and
football fields, in addition to booking bicycles.

Arab parliament
calls for measures to
stop drones’ threat
CAIRO: Drones are posing serious threat to the security
and stability of the Gulf and Arab states, said head of the
Arab Parliament’s Committee for Foreign, Political and
National Security Affairs and Kuwait’s National Assembly
member Dr Mohammad Al-Huweila. He made his remarks
at the conclusion of the committee’s session, in preparation
for the third session of the second legislative term tomor-
row. He noted that the committee is thoroughly studying
the issue and will also discuss it with all Arab states to
come up with measures to resolve the issue, which is a
new regional threat. Meanwhile, the MP said that the
meeting also discussed the situation in Libya, Yemen,
Sudan and Somalia, as well as the political situation in the
Arab World.

Separately, Deputy Speaker of the Arab Parliament Dr
Hassan Al-Madhani called for a parliamentary vision to
achieve the goals of sustainable development. This came in
a statement at the conclusion of the Joint Committee on
Sustainable Development, on the sidelines of the third leg-
islative term of the Arab Parliament, which is scheduled to
be held tomorrow.

Madhani stressed the importance of sustainable devel-
opment, as it represents the best solution to achieve a safe
recovery from the coronavirus pandemic. He added that
the Parliament created last April “Sustainable Development
Committee” under its chairmanship, which specialized in
work programing to activate Arab parliamentary efforts in
achieving the objectives of their 17 goals for a sustainable
development plan.

He pointed out that the meeting also tackled the
meeting of the Committee with the Department of
Sustainable Development and International Cooperation
in the Arab League and the International Red Cross
Mission in Cairo, as well as a report on participation in
the Arab Week for Sustainable Development, which was
held during the period from February 13 to 15. It was
agreed to develop a vision regarding support for medi-
um, small and micro companies, stressing the importance
to advance the economic recovery program of the youth
after the breakout of the pandemic. Kuwait’s National
Assembly Member and Arab Parliament Member Khaled
Al-Otaibi attended the meeting.

In other news, the Arab League’s Committee of Senior
Arab Officials on Nuclear and other Weapons of Mass
Destruction announced that it will hold its 58th meeting
under the chairmanship of Kuwait. Assistant Foreign
Minister for International Organizations Abdulaziz Saud
Al-Jarallah said in a statement to the press that the com-
mittee in a two-day discussion would hold several issues
related to nuclear weapons and limiting their spread. He
added that they would also evaluate the work of the sec-
ond Session of the UN Conference on the Establishment
of a Middle East Zone Free of Nuclear Weapons and
Other Weapons of Mass destruction. He pointed out on
the conclusion of their work; the committee will submit the
meeting results to the next meeting of the Arab league
council on the Arab Ministerial level which is scheduled to
be held on March 9, 2022.  —KUNA

CAIRO: Kuwaiti MP Dr Mohammad Al-Huweila attends
a meeting for the Arab Parliament’s Committee for
Foreign, Political and National Security Affairs in Cairo,
Egypt yesterday. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) recently
announced the successful conclusion of its blood
donation drive held in partnership with the Kuwait
Medical Student Association (KUMSA). The ‘Donate
to Save a Life’ campaign was held at Al-Hamra Tower,
encouraging the public to play an active role in giving
back to the community and to raise awareness about
the importance of donating blood. The campaign

offered visitors educational workshops and useful
information, such as how to react during emergency
situations such as bleeding-out prevention and more.

Fawzy Al-Thunayan, General Manager of Board
Affairs at ABK said: “We are proud to partner with
Kuwait Medical Student Association’s awareness
campaign as we firmly believe in the importance of
supporting initiatives that encourage individuals to

contribute and make a life changing difference.
‘Donate to Save a Life’ encourages the public to
donate blood in support of those who need it most,
as well as supporting Kuwait’s future doctors.” ABK
continuously seeks to make a difference in the com-
munities in which it operates by collaborating with
active organizations that share the aim of contribut-
ing towards a more prosperous future for Kuwait.

ABK partners with KUMSA in ‘Donate to Save a Life’ blood drive

KUWAIT: Kuwait Airways announced yesterday an
expanded $6 billion deal with Airbus for 31 planes,
restructuring an agreement reached in 2014. “I am hap-
py to announce to you all this historic milestone in
Kuwait Airways extensive timeline of achievements,
Kuwait Airways’ Chairman Ali Al-Dukhan said yester-
day. “It includes 59 aircrafts and a total value of about
$6 billion and multiple type variants.

When I first became Chairman 16 months ago, I
made it my top priority to restructure the deal struck
with Airbus in 2014. Although the initial deal was good
at the time it was signed in 2014, it was seriously dis-
rupted with the sudden addition of 10 B777 to the fleet
in 2016, the chairman explained. 

“Although corrections were made in 2018, the deal
needed further corrections to suit Kuwait Airways future
especially with the need to transition and become more
flexible in a post-covid aviation industry,” he said.

“In order to resolve the issue, we first created a
small technical team internally and studied all the
options available to us until we reached the desired
fleet which was approved and adopted by the board
of directors and ready to be negotiated with Airbus.
To maintain the highest degree of transparency and
professionalism we decided from the get-go to
involve a reputable consulting company, Seabury, to
assist us in our upcoming negotiations with Airbus,”
he explained.

“As we initiated the negotiations, we knew we
were already the underdogs going in as 40 percent
of the deal’s value had already been paid and the
delivery had started,” Dhukhan further noted. “We
entered four months of serious, professional negotia-
tions. After said negotiations, we have managed to
agree on a monumental restructuring that will posi-
tion Kuwait Airways in a much stronger place to suc-
ceed for the next 15 years.”

Kuwait Airways $6 billion deal with
Airbus to help restructure fleet

KUWAIT: Pictures taken from the press conference to announce Kuwait Airways’ $6 billion deal with Airbus yesterday.



KYIV:  The Russian TV reporter stands in a flak
jacket and helmet near some army barracks on a
crisp and sunny afternoon. “Are you ready,” an off-
camera voice asks him.  The journalist nods and a
burst of gunfire erupts as he starts running and
shouting a breathless report into his microphone
about “a group of saboteurs” attacking a Russian-
backed position in east Ukraine.

“This is what Russian propaganda at ‘work’ looks
like,” a Telegram account that follows Ukraine close-
ly remarked next to a clip showing the makings of
the evidently staged report. The eight-year conflict
in Ukraine’s Russian-backed east has been accom-
panied by a ferocious disinformation battle between
Moscow and Kyiv that tries to implicate the other
side in grave crimes.

But the scale and breadth of this battle has
reached epic proportions as Russian forces move en
masse around Ukraine’s borders and the West warns
of an imminent invasion threat. Its importance is
being heightened by fears that the Kremlin may use
a staged attack as a pretext to order its feared
assault.

“I think most of this fake news is aimed mostly at
the international Russian audience,” said former
Ukrainian education minister and Mohyla School of
Journalism director Sergiy Kvit. “It looks like they
are preparing an invasion,” he told AFP.

‘Undoubtedly staged’ 
The explosion of open-source intelligence in the

past decade has helped to debunk many reports that
might otherwise have been taken at face value. It
exposed that a seemingly urgent call last Friday by
Ukraine’s separatist leaders for locals to evacuate to
Russia had actually been recorded two days in
advance.

“The president of Ukraine, Volodymyr Zelensky,
will soon issue an order for his forces to go on the

attack,” Donetsk rebel chief Denis Pushilin says in
his video message. “Therefore today, on February
18, we are organising a large-scale evacuation of the
civilian population into Russia,” he says.

Telegram metadata showed that both Pushilin’s
message and one recorded by another separatist
leader were uploaded on February 16 — one of the
days Washington had originally suggested a Russian
invasion might be launched. “Everything that hap-
pens today is clearly and undoubtedly staged,”
investigative journalist Mark Krutov tweeted as
worries spread that the rebels were moving people

out so that Russian tanks could move in.

‘Ukrainian spy’ 
Analysts from the likes of Bellingcat-an award-

winning online investigations group that was desig-
nated a “foreign agent” by the Kremlin last year-
have been particularly busy in the past few weeks.
Bellingcat and other disinformation warriors found
visual evidence showing that a car bomb allegedly
targeting a separatist police chief had actually been
planted on a completely different vehicle.

They showed photographs of the police chief’s
registered license plate on a shiny new model SUV.
That same plate then appears attached to the man-

gled remains of an older green army vehicle blown
up in an empty parking last Friday. No one was hurt
but Russian state television soon aired what it
claimed to be the confession of a “Ukrainian spy”
involved in the purported bomb plot.

Other stories alleged the separatists had killed
two Ukrainians who tried to blow up a chlorine stor-
age tank, a story that echoed claims from Moscow
that Kyiv was plotting a chemical weapons attack.
Ukrainian accounts do not emerge completely
blameless in this information war. Kyiv’s independent
Stopfake organisation pointed to some accounts
posting about a supposed large anti-war protest in
Moscow using images of a gathering that in fact
took place in 2014.

‘Panic’ 
Chi ld and family psychologist  Kateryna

Goltsberg said this endless media bombardment has
seen Ukrainians’ anxiety levels spike. “In the last two
months, the levels of panic have been particularly
high. This is probably linked to even bigger informa-
tion attacks,” Goltsberg said.

“People really are very worried,” she said. “They
are worried for themselves, their children, their
loved ones.” Ukrainian newspaper editor Kateryna
Kiselyova offered a case in point. She said her family
had “emergency backpacks ready” and a clear plan
in place in case of war.

“I talked to the children about what they would
need to do,” she said while attending a memorial for
more than 100 people killed in Kyiv during Ukraine’s
2014 pro-EU revolt. “Now I want to make sure their
school’s basement is prepared for an emergency.”

Others worried that this sense of impending peril
might hang over Ukraine for some time. “An existen-
tial threat-this will be the hallmark of our lives for
the coming months, if not years,” the Ukrainska
Pravda newspaper wrote. —AFP

Donald Trump’s new social media app begins gradual rollout
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AVDIIVKA, Ukraine: Ukraine’s Military Forces servicemen shop in the Donetsk region town of Avdiivka, on the eastern Ukraine front-line with Russia-backed separatists yesterday. —AFP

Levels of 
panic have been
particularly high

Info war rages ahead of Russian invasion
Kremlin may use a staged attack as a pretext to order its feared assault

India arrests ‘doctor’ 
conman who married 
at least 18 women 
NEW DELHI: Bibhu Prakash Swain believed in
soulmates and true love, or so he told at least 18
women he allegedly married and conned across
India before his arrest-weeks before his next two
weddings. The diminutive 67-year-old scoured
marriage websites posing as a 51-year-old doc-
tor and persuaded professors, lawyers, medics
and a paramilitary officer all over the country to
tie the knot, police said.

In status-conscious India he claimed he was
on a chunky salary, and used fake identification
cards and appointment letters to bolster his cre-
dentials and family background. “He primarily did
this for their money, and some sexual pleasure,”
senior police official Sanjiv Satpathy told AFP.

Satpathy’s team arrested Swain in recent days
after months on his trail, discovering his multiple
identities, bank accounts and plans for two wed-
dings in February and March. “He was always
very persuasive,” Satpathy said, “and only target-
ed successful single, widowed or divorced
women in their late 40s.”

A few “happy and satisfying days into the mar-
riage”, the police said, Swain used to make excus-
es to borrow his new wives’ money or jewellery to
help him with an emergency. He then moved on to
his next target, hoping that the women’s circum-
stances-as a single, widowed or divorced woman
who had remarried in a conservative society-
would scare them off going to the police.

Investigators believe Swain married more than
18 times and are now going through his mobile
phone records where he saved his wives’ con-
tacts-as Madam Delhi, Madam Assam or Madam
UP (Uttar Pradesh) — named after the places in
India where they stayed.

Angry and cheated 
Police launched a probe into Swain’s multiple

lives in May 2021 after a complaint by one 48-
year-old wife who, by chance, discovered that he
was already married to at least seven other
women. The victim, feeling angry and cheated,
police say, “quietly retrieved” the contact details
of his other wives from his phone and contacted
them individually about their shared predicament.
“This is when we came in and made discoveries
about his long history of cheating, impersonation
and deceit,” Satpathy said.

Swain, born in a small village in the eastern
state of Odisha, first married in 1978 and has
three children-two of them doctors and one a
dentist-with his first wife. Trained as a lab techni-
cian, he fell out with his family and moved to the
state capital Bhubaneshwar where he started
introducing himself as a doctor and ultimately
married a doctor, his second wife, in 2002. “He
has since used multiple names but always intro-
duced himself as doctor or a professor while
looking for wives online,” Satpathy said. —AFP

Shadowy messengers 
delivering threats 
to HK civil society

Page 7

International

UK’s PM to scrap all 
COVID legal curbs 
as criticism mounts   
LONDON: British Prime Minister Boris Johnson is set
to announce an end to all pandemic legal curbs in
England, insisting it is time to move on despite political
opposition and unease from the UN’s health agency.
Two years after COVID-19 sparked the worst health
crisis in generations, Johnson will address parliament to
outline his plan, pressing ahead despite news on
Sunday that Queen Elizabeth II had tested positive for
the first time.

However, he stands accused by opposition parties of
seeking to distract public attention, with his premier-
ship in peril as police investigate a series of lockdown-
breaching parties in Downing Street. “Today (Monday)
will mark a moment of pride after one of the most diffi-
cult periods in our country’s history as we begin to
learn to live with COVID,” Johnson said in a Downing
Street statement.

“The pandemic is not over, but thanks to the incredi-
ble vaccine rollout we are now one step closer towards
a return to normality and finally giving people back
their freedoms while continuing to protect ourselves

and others.” Under the “living with COVID” plan, the
government says it intends this week to end a legal
requirement for people to self-isolate when infected
with the coronavirus. It says local authorities will be
required to manage further outbreaks with pre-existing
legal powers, and is expected to phase out free COVID
testing for the general public.

The NHS Confederation, which represents senior
managers in the state-run National Health Service, said
internal polling showed a large majority of its members
were opposed to ending self-isolation and free tests.
Matthew Taylor, the confederation’s chief executive,
acknowledged that the government’s mass vaccination
programme and the emergence of new COVID treat-
ments offered “real hope”. “But the government cannot
wave a magic wand and pretend the threat has disap-
peared entirely,” he said.

‘Very unwise indeed’ 
David Nabarro, a World Health Organization special

envoy for COVID, said that scrapping the law on self-
isolation was “really very unwise indeed”. While the UK
has suffered one of the world’s worst per-capita death
tolls in the pandemic, it remains a country with “an
enviable record for public health expertise”, the British
official told BBC radio on Saturday.

“I really do worry that Britain is taking a line that is
against the public health consensus-that other coun-
tries, other leaders will say if Britain is doing it, why

can’t we, and this will create a bit of a domino effect
around the world,” Nabarro added.

In the UK’s devolved system, Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland set their own health policies and are
largely staying more cautious than Johnson’s inten-
tions for England.

The opposition Labour party said that ending
free testing was akin to substituting “your best
defender” with 10 minutes to go of a football match.
“Boris Johnson is declaring victory before the war
is over, in an attempt to distract from the police
knocking at his door,” Labour’s health spokesman
Wes Streeting said. —AFP

Taleban aiming to 
create ‘grand army’ 
for Afghanistan
KABUL: The Taleban are creating a “grand army” for
Afghanistan that will include officers and troops who
served the old regime, the official tasked with over-
seeing the military’s transformation said yesterday.

Latifullah Hakimi, head of the Taleban’s Ranks
Clearance Commission, also told a news conference
they had repaired half the 81 helicopters and planes
supposedly rendered unserviceable by US-led forces
during last year’s chaotic withdrawal.

He said Taleban forces took control of more than
300,000 light arms, 26,000 heavy weapons and
around 61,000 military vehicles during their lightning
takeover of the country. Afghanistan’s armed forces
disintegrated last summer in the face of a Taleban
onslaught ahead of the August 31 US-led force with-
drawal-often abandoning their bases and leaving
behind all their weapons and vehicles.

The Taleban have promised a general amnesty for
everyone linked to the old regime, but almost all sen-
ior government and military officials were among the
more than 120,000 people who evacuated by air in
the final days.

Many of the rank and file remained, however,
melting back into civilian life and keeping a low pro-
file for fear of reprisals. The United Nations said in
January more than 100 people linked to the old

armed forces have been killed since August. Hakimi
insisted, however, that the Taleban amnesty had
worked well.

“If it hadn’t been issued, we would have witnessed
a very bad situation,” he said. “The suicide bombers
who were chasing a person to target him, are now
the same suicide bombers protecting him,” he added.
There has been little evidence the Taleban have
absorbed former troops into their ranks, but over the
weekend they named two senior ex-Afghan National
Army officers to top posts in the defence ministry.

Both are specialist surgeons attached to the
country’s main military hospital. “Our work on
the formation of an army is going on,” Hakimi
said. “Professionals including pilots and engi-
neers, service persons, logistical and administra-
tive staff (from the previous regime) are in their

places in the security sector.”
Hakimi said they would form “a grand army...

according to the country’s needs and the national
interests”, although he did not specify a size. He
said the army would only be one that the country
could afford.

Afghanistan is, however, effectively bankrupt, with
the country’s $7 billion in overseas assets seized by
the United States. Washington said half will be
reserved for a fund to compensate victims of the
September 11, 2001 attacks, and half gradually
released as part of a carefully monitored humanitari-
an aid fund. Hakimi told the news conference the
Taleban had purged nearly 4,500 “unwanted people”
from its ranks-mostly new recruits who joined in the
aftermath of their takeover and were blamed for a
spate of crime. —AFP

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson 



SAN FRANCISCO:  Donald Trump’s new social
media app started a gradual rollout late Sunday
and should be “fully operational” by late March,
potentially raising the former president’s profile
more than a year after he was banned by major
platforms. “This week, we will begin to roll out to
people on the Apple App store,” said Devin Nunes,
CEO of the Trump Media & Technology Group
(TMTG), parent company of the new app Truth
Social.

The former Republican congressman was
speaking Sunday on conservative Fox News. “I
think, by the end of March, we’re going to be fully
operational-at least with-
in the United States,”
added Nunes, who
resigned from the US
House to lead the Trump
group. Trump has
described Truth Social as
an alternative to
Facebook, Twitter and
YouTube, al l  of which
banned him following the
assault on the US Capitol
by his supporters on January 6, 2021.

The former president has been accused of
inciting his followers to use force in a bid to over-
turn the result of the 2020 election. On Sunday,
the App Store was allowing visitors to pre-order
Truth Social  which began yesterday, the
Presidents Day holiday in the United States. Later
Sunday, the app was reported as available to
some of those who had pre-ordered. “It’s actually
very moving for me to see people that are on the

platform that have had their voice canceled,”
Nunes said.

‘The truth is coming’ 
“We want (customers) to tell us what they

would like to have on the platform, which is the
opposite of some Silicon Valley tech oligarch freak
telling people what they want to think and decid-
ing who can or cannot be on the platform,” he said.

Trump and his wife Melania Trump also plan to
offer for sale 10,000 NFTs, or non-fungible
tokens, illustrating key moments in the Trump
presidency. NFTs are certified digital images that

can be bought and sold.
“TRUTH is coming...”

congresswoman Elise
Stefanik, the third-rank-
ing House Republican,
tweeted Friday, in an allu-
sion to the ominous
“Winter is coming” catch-
phrase of television series
“Game of Thrones.” She
posted a screen grab of
her message on Truth

Beta, the test version of the new site, saying, “I’m
so excited to be on TRUTH!”

And Donald Trump Jr. celebrated on Twitter,
posting, “Time for some Truth!!!” and including
what he said was his father’s first post on Truth
Social: “Get Ready! Your favorite President will
see you soon!” TMTG, asked for comment by AFP,
did not immediately respond.

The group reportedly has a $1.25 billion treas-
ure chest as it seeks a niche in a crowded conser-

vative social-media marketplace, currently served
by platforms such as Gettr, Parler and Gab. Before
being banned by Twitter, Trump had some 89 mil-
lion followers there and used the platform con-
stantly, both for presidential statements and to
attack rivals. Trump, who is 75, has hinted but nev-

er definitively said whether he will seek the presi-
dency again.

He is currently under the shadow of multiple
investigations and lawsuits, including over his tax
filings and his efforts to cling to power after losing
the 2020 election. —AFP

‘We want customers to tell us what they would like to have on the platform’

Donald Trump’s new social media 
app begins gradual rollout

LOS ANGELES: This file illustration photo taken on October 20, 2021 shows a person checking the app
store on a smartphone for “Truth Social”, with a photo of former US president Donald Trump on a com-
puter screen in the background, in Los Angeles. —AFP

Algeria’s 60 years 
of complex relations 
with former occupier 
PARIS:  In the 60 years since Algeria won inde-
pendence from France, it has gone through multi-
ple crises with its former occupier, often fuelled by
domestic politics. Yet the two sides had surprising-
ly good relations for the first four decades, and it
was only in the 1990s that things started to fall
apart, experts say.

“Generally, despite appearances and criticism,
there has been a stable, very balanced relationship,”
said Luis Martinez, a Maghreb researcher at
Sciences Po university in Paris. That is despite the
devastation caused by the eight-year war of inde-
pendence that finally led to the signing of the Evian
accords on March 18, 1962, ending the conflict.

French historians say half a million civilians and
combatants died — 400,000 of them Algerian-
while the Algerian authorities insist 1.5 million were
killed. Under French General Charles de Gaulle,
whose administration signed the accords, and his
successor Georges Pompidou, Paris had good rela-
tions with Algiers.

The same was true of the administration of
Francois Mitterrand, even though he had been
interior minister when Algeria’s armed independ-
ence struggle began in 1954 and remained
opposed to the country’s independence.
“Mitterrand was surrounded by Socialist Party
people, who were all pro-FLN,” said historian
Pierre Vermeren, referring to the National
Liberation Front, which led the revolt and has
dominated Algerian politics ever since.

“(Mitterrand) was able to take a back seat” and
let others deal with Algeria, said Vermeren, a pro-
fessor at the Sorbonne University. France was
allowed to continue its nuclear tests in the Algerian
Sahara until 1967, and de Gaulle managed to nego-
tiate a secret deal with the new Algerian state to
allow for chemical weapons tests until 1978.

But in 1992, Paris raised hackles by criticising
Algiers for suspending elections, in which Islamist

parties had won the first round. Algeria withdrew its
ambassador in response.

The polls’ cancellation sparked another decade
of devastating conflict in the North African country,
until Abdelaziz Bouteflika, who rose to the presi-
dency in 1999, offered an amnesty that paved the
way for peace.

Despite being close to France, Bouteflika made
use of anti-French discourse, primarily for domestic
consumption, Vermeren said. “To win back control
of the ideological and political sphere after the civil
war, (the Algerian leadership) ‘forgot’ that France
had helped them fight the Islamists,” he said. “They
went back to their traditional enemy.”

‘Good ties in secret’ 
Under Bouteflika, Algerian leaders used ever-

stronger language, accusing France of “genocide”
during its more than 130-year occupation of
Algeria. Then, in 2019, a vast protest movement top-
pled the autocratic leader after two decades in
power-but the new regime has kept up the anti-
French discourse. Observers say however that
cooperation behind closed doors has been surpris-
ingly close. In 2013, Algeria allowed French forces
to use its airspace to reach Mali, where they were
battling jihadists. “French-Algerian relations are
good when they’re in secret. They’re more hostile
when they’re in public,” said Naoufel Brahimi El
Mili, who has written a book on 60 years of “secret
stories” between the two countries.

When Emmanuel Macron became president, he
had good relations with Algeria. Visiting Algiers
during his campaign in February 2017, he described
colonisation as a “crime against humanity”. After his
election, he made gestures aimed at healing past
wounds on both sides of the Mediterranean.

But he refused to apologise for colonialism, a
highly sensitive topic in France, which for decades
saw Algeria as an integral part of French territory
and where far-right discourse has been escalating.
Comments reported last October dampened hopes
around reconciliation.

Macron accused Algeria’s “political-military sys-
tem” of rewriting history and fomenting “hatred
towards France”. In remarks to descendants of
independence fighters, reported by Le Monde, he
also questioned whether Algeria had existed as a

nation before the French invasion in the 1800s.
Once again, Algeria withdrew its ambassador.

‘Algeria votes Macron’ 
Now, weeks ahead of the French presidential

election in April, relations appear to be looking up
again. Millions of French citizens of Algerian origin
and descendants of Europeans who left after inde-
pendence are among those casting votes. “Algeria
will vote for Macron,” said author El Mili. “Algerians
are convinced that a Macron II will be bolder.”

Xavier Driencourt, a former French ambassador
to Algeria, shared that view. “They don’t want (can-
didate) Valerie Pecresse who has a fairly right-wing
tone, and definitely not (Eric) Zemmour or Marine
Le Pen,” he said, referring to conservative Pecresse
and two far-right presidential hopefuls.

But much remains to be done. In recent years
Algeria has diversified its international ties, with
China becoming its main trade partner. Martinez
from Sciences Po said Macron’s comments had
done a lot of damage.

“They’ll go back to the drawing board, and try
to see what they can agree on,” he said. Former
envoy Driencourt said “it takes two sides to
have a relationship”. Would Algeria be interest-
ed after the election? “I’m not very optimistic,”
he said. —AFP

Hiker’s death revives 
hunting debate in 
French presidential fight    
AURILLAC, France: The accidental killing of a hiker by
a teenage hunter in central France has rekindled debate
among the country’s presidential hopefuls over a divi-
sive tradition that critics say needs more strict regula-
tion. The victim, a 25-year-old woman, was walking
with a friend along a marked trail near Aurillac, in the
heavily forested Cantal region, when she died after
being hit by a stray bullet on Saturday.

The shot came from a 17-year-old girl taking part in
a group hunt for wild boar, who was initially treated in
hospital for shock before being taken into custody for
questioning, which continued late Sunday.

Even though France’s love of its rural heritage runs
deep, the tragedy added to the growing pressure for
tougher rules on hunting in a country with the largest
number of hunters in Europe. There are around one
million permit-holding hunters in France, according to
the FNC hunters’ federation, and together with their
supporters and families they could represent a pool of
around five million voters, out of around 48 million reg-
istered to cast ballots.

“We urgently need more regulation of this activity,”
Yannick Jadot, the Greens candidate for the April pres-
idential vote, said Saturday. Jean-Luc Melenchon, who
is leading in the polls among leftwing candidates hop-
ing to unseat President Emmanuel Macron, called to

prohibit hunting on weekends and during school holi-
days “because that’s when there’s the biggest risk.”

Macron will likely face questions at his scheduled
appearance at the Paris Agriculture Show on Saturday,
a crucial annual visit for all politicians looking to court
the rural vote. According to French daily Le Monde,
citing France’s biodiversity office, there have been
3,325 hunting accidents in France since 2000, resulting
in 421 deaths.

‘Tighten the rules’ 
France is one of the few European countries that do

not prohibit hunting on certain days during the season,
instead allowing hunters to shoot at all times as long as
they alert others of their activity-a requirement decried
by critics as insufficient. A petition last autumn seeking
to outlaw hunting on Sundays and Wednesdays, when
many schools do not have class, garnered 120,000 sig-
natures and prompted the Senate to create a panel to
assess its safety.

Macron’s government has always steered clear of
expressing hostility to the traditional practice of hunt-
ing but has repeatedly left open the possibility of a
more restrictive approach. “If it turns out we need to
tighten the rules further, we will do so,” Macron’s sec-
retary of state in charge of biodiversity, Berangere
Abba, told AFP, noting that France has announced the
creation of an app that could indicate areas where
hunts are taking place.

But such apps are often opposed by hunting groups,
who say they could be used by anti-hunting activists to
disrupt organised hunts. Abba said the young hunter,
who had tested negative for drug or alcohol use, had
obtained her permit when 16.

“We need to verify that the hunt was correctly com-
municated and marked,” Abba added, in particular with
posted signs to alert hikers and others. Willy Schraen,
head of the FNC, which has long resisted limits, said on
Facebook that local chapters were being contacted “to
remind everyone of all the safety rules.”

France has in recent months banned traditional
hunting techniques of birds in line with a 2009 EU
directive, such as hunting with nets or bird cages or
glue hunting. Macron, who is favourite to win the elec-
tion, has yet to formally declare his candidacy and
speculation is fizzing over whether the announcement
will be made before or after the agriculture fair. —AFP

Greece resumes 
search for ferry 
fire survivors
CORFU, Greece: Greek rescuers yesterday resumed
the search for 10 people still missing from a ferry fire
that has killed at least one truck driver. Television
footage showed smoke still billowing from the Italian-
flagged Euroferry Olympia, more than three days
after a fire ripped through the vessel as it sailed from
Igoumenitsa in Greece to Brindisi in Italy with nearly
300 people aboard.

Most of the passengers were quickly evacuated,
and a 21-year-old Belarussian truck driver emerged
alive on Sunday. But 10 other truck drivers — seven
Bulgarians, two Greeks and one Turk — remain unac-
counted for.

The body of a 58-year-old Greek truck driver was
recovered Sunday, the first confirmed fatality of the
accident. Yesterday, more than 40 firefighters were
taking part in the search and rescue operation with
tugboats and coastguard vessels on standby nearby,
amid reports that the weather was due to deteriorate
later yesterday.

“It is a very difficult operation,” a fire department
spokeswoman told AFP. “There is major thermal
stress and a lot of smoke.” Rescue coordinator
Dimitris Kontogiannis told Greek public television
ERT that temperatures on board the smouldering fer-
ry “are over 400 degrees Celsius (752 Fahrenheit) in
some areas.”

Two of those rescued were Afghan nationals not
on the ferry manifest, sparking fears that more
undocumented passengers might also have been
onboard. The missing drivers reportedly slept in their
vehicles because cabins on the ferry were unsuitable,
according to the Greek truck drivers’ union. —AFP
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EVIAN, France: This photograph shows the Beau Rivage
hotel, where the former mayor Camille Blanc was killed
on March 31, 1961, in an attack before the beginning of
negotiations of the Evian Accords, in Evian, central
France. —AFP

PARIS: French far-right party Reconquete! presidential
candidate Eric Zemmour and French far-right
Rassemblement National (RN) party presidential candi-
date Marine Le Pen shake hands as they pass each oth-
er during the presentation of their economic campaign
programs. —AFP

I’m so excited 
to be on
TRUTH!

Turkey ‘silences 
critics’ with 
presidential insult law   
ISTANBUL:  Turkish journalist Sedef Kabas begins
her second month in detention today for “insulting
the president”, an increasingly common offence
which observers believe is stifling critical voices 16
months before the presidential election. The 52-
year-old has already spent longer in jail than any
other journalist for this alleged offence, according
to the NGO Reporters Without Borders (RSF).

During a television interview on January 14,
Kabas quoted an old proverb affirming that a
crowned head generally becomes wiser, and added:
“but we see it is not true”. She repeated the line,
deemed to be derogatory to President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan and his regime, on her Twitter
account which has more than 900,000 followers.

Three weeks later, Kabas was formally charged.
Her request for bail was rejected and President
Erdogan, the head of state, filed a claim for 250,000
Turkish liras (around $18,300, 16,100 euros) in
damages. She will be tried on March 11 and risks a
total of 12 years and 10 months in prison for insult-
ing the president and two of his ministers.

“This anti-democratic ‘lese-majeste’ law has
become a tool of repression which illustrates the
authoritarian policy of the government,” said Erol
Onderoglu, RSF’s representative in Turkey.
Onderoglu believes the offence of insulting the pres-
ident-article 299 of the penal code-allows the gov-
ernment “to silence critics and weaken the media”,
prompting RSF to call for its repeal. —AFP



HONG KONG: Covert meetings, whispered threats,
and mysterious phone calls-warnings of reprisals by
authorities from shadowy messengers are hounding
Hong Kong’s civil society as China flattens a pro-
democracy movement. Unlike the Chinese mainland,
Hong Kong long hosted a vibrant landscape of citizens’
groups who cultivated rights advocacy, union mobilisa-
tion and civil disobedience as a key fabric of the once-
outspoken city.

But a national security law imposed by Beijing in
2020 to snuff out dissent has knee-capped the sector,
leaving people fearful that the law’s vaguely defined
crimes will be used to target their work. More than 50
civil society groups specialising on issues ranging from
labour to education have since announced their closure
or been shuttered after national security arrests.

Often the pre-emptive shutdowns came after staff
were subjected to a shadowy campaign of threats and
intimidation, according to five people AFP spoke to
with firsthand knowledge. The warnings typically
arrived via phone calls and messages from so-called
“middlemen”, who assumed a conversational tone while
revealing knowledge of each recipient’s personal life.
Some came face to face.

Veteran NGO worker Mario-using a pseudonym
due to fears for his safety-said his colleagues received
disconcerting messages from several middlemen last
summer. “They would tell you different stories but at
some point the conversation would reach the same
conclusion: you must shut down,” he told AFP. A month
after first contact, Mario’s organisation made the deci-
sion to close.

‘We respect civil society’ 
Hong Kong’s civil society groups have in recent

years been labelled “anti-China elements” by officials
and state media. Beijing has made clear it believes they
were a key part of democracy protests that exploded in
2019 with huge rallies and frequent clashes with police.

The national security law’s vague language, com-
bined with the middlemen’s warnings, suddenly made
the threat of lengthy jail terms very real for people
like Mario. “Every normal thing civil society did in the
past three decades is now subject to political
reprisal,” he said.

Shuttered organisations range from the city’s largest
trade union to Amnesty International, as well as the
Hong Kong Alliance-which used to organise the annual
vigil remembering victims of China’s Tiananmen Square
crackdown in 1989.

Hong Kong’s leader Carrie Lam has repeatedly
denied that a deliberate campaign targeting organisa-
tions is taking place, insisting “we respect civil society”.
China’s ruling Communist Party and its Liaison Office in
Hong Kong have openly accused some groups of vio-
lating the law, calling the collapse of these organisa-
tions “a choice of their own making”.

Both China’s Public Security Ministry and its Hong
Kong and Macau Affairs Office did not respond to
requests for comment from AFP. The city’s Security
Bureau and the Committee for Safeguarding National
Security also declined to comment on what they called
“allegations by individuals”.

New sheriff in town 
Under a “One Country, Two Systems” principle that

Beijing agreed to before the 1997 handover by Britain,
Hong Kong was allowed to retain key freedoms and
autonomy for 50 years. These included the city being
left to police itself using its own laws. The national
security law changed all that, toppling the legal firewall
that existed between the financial hub and Beijing.

Among the legislation’s many precedent-setting
provisions was a clause empowering the mainland’s
security apparatus to operate openly in Hong Kong.
Days after the law’s enactment, mainland security offi-
cials requisitioned a hotel for their staff-unbound by
local laws-as they conducted investigations on per-
ceived threats to China.

The middlemen are regarded as an extension of this
new sheriff in town, according to two sources who told
AFP they had been contacted directly. Both described
similar face-to-face meetings but asked for key details
to be omitted to maintain anonymity.

The meetings were held in a pre-booked private
room at public businesses and featured a Cantonese-
speaking man claiming to be a mainland security agent.
The conversations stayed largely polite but could flip-
with one source saying the agent he met sounded at

times “as if he was interrogating me”.
Another said the middleman asked what he thought

about disbanding his group, citing various possible
security law breaches. “At first I thought it would be
silly to disband when we didn’t know what offences we
have committed,” he told AFP.

“But when he could name a very specific charge, we
started to worry.” The messengers possessed personal
information, both recalled, dropping details of their rel-
atives and daily habits into conversation. AFP was not
able to independently verify the sources’ accounts.

‘Approach of intimidation’ 
The use of middlemen to channel information and

deliver political messages is not new. Beijing’s presence
in Hong Kong is maintained through the Liaison Office,
which has played an increasingly prominent advisory
role in recent years-at times calling in local establish-
ment politicians to be briefed by Chinese officials.

For opposition figures, Beijing preferred using
middlemen, according to Ted Hui, a former opposition
lawmaker now in Australia. Such meetings were com-
monplace-mainly as intelligence-gathering for author-

ities’ decisions-until one year before the 2019
protests, he said.

“But after the security law came in, it became an
approach of intimidation... So under the table, they can
send those middlemen to say things the government
cannot openly say.” More than 160 people have been
arrested under the national security law so far-most of
them opposition politicians, journalists and rights
workers.

Against the backdrop of these detentions, the slow-
burn whisper campaign has been an effective tool to
shut down organisations critical of the government.
“We are so inexperienced that many of us decided to
disband under these threats,” said Connie, a rights
worker who said she received a call from a stranger
giving her a deadline to quit.

Oliver, another rights worker, said he got a text
message from someone posing as a “friend” warning
he could be arrested. With so many other groups
shuttering and new arrests each month, Oliver felt
compelled to take the threat seriously and decided to
fold. “If all those big groups... were not spared, how
could you be?” — AFP
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China flattens pro-democracy movement

Shadowy messengers delivering 
threats to Hong Kong civil society

‘Approach of 
intimidation’ 

HONG KONG: File photo shows a woman walking past a poster for the National Security Law in Hong Kong. The nation-
al security law imposed by Beijing in 2020 to snuff out dissent has knee-capped Hong Kong’s civil society sector. —

HONG KONG: A usually busy MTR station in Hong Kong’s Causeway Bay district is seen almost empty yesterday, as the
city faces its worst COVID-19 coronavirus wave to date. — AFP

ISLAMABAD: This handout photograph taken and released
by Pakistan’s Press Information Department (PID) shows
Pakistan’s President Arif Alvi (C) confers the country’s
second highest civilian award, Hilal-e-Pakistan, on
American Microsoft founder-turned-philanthropist Bill
Gates (L), in recognition of his services for the eradication
of polio. — AFP

HK to launch vaccine 
pass as Omicron 
outbreak rages   
HONG KONG: Hong Kong will launch a vaccine pass
scheme this week, officials said yesterday, as hospitals
struggle under an Omicron-fuelled outbreak and the
finance hub sees record-high departures. The densely
populated metropolis is currently in the throes of its
worst-ever coronavirus outbreak, registering thou-
sands of confirmed cases every day as hospitals and
isolation units run out of space.

Starting Thursday, all residents aged 12 and above
entering restaurants and clubhouses will be required
to provide proof of having at least one COVID vaccine
shot or a doctor’s exemption. “Everyone should carry
along their vaccine record or exemptions like their ID
cards,” said Kevin Choi, deputy secretary of food and
health, at a press conference yesterday.

Other public spaces-including wet markets, super-
markets, hospitals and government premises-will not
require a show of proof, but will be subjected to spot
checks by authorities and fines. Later phases of the
scheme will include requiring eligible residents to have
received three vaccine shots, they added. City leader
Carrie Lam had said last month she hopes the scheme
could push the vaccine-hesitant to get the jab.

“If you choose not to get vaccinated... you must
bear some of the consequences,” she said. Hong Kong,

which follows China’s “zero-COVID” policy, enjoyed
months of no local infections last year. But few prepa-
rations were made for a mass outbreak and health pol-
icy experts say more efforts should have been spent
boosting its meagre vaccination rate-particularly
among the elderly, whose numbers remain below 50
percent for two jabs.

Authorities do not allow those with COVID to iso-
late at home and are now scrambling to build new iso-
lation facilities with the help of mainland China and
requisition hotel rooms. But it is not clear if enough
rooms can be provided. Cases are expected to rise to
“literally hundreds of thousands” in the coming weeks,
said Karen Grepin of the University of Hong Kong’s
School of Public Health.

“All of the data seems to suggest that we are very
much at an early stage in this wave,” she told the city’s
public broadcaster RTHK yesterday. The city is cur-
rently preparing to test all of its residents for Covid-
with support from the mainland-a move that came
after Chinese President Xi Jinping called for “all nec-
essary measures” to control the virus.

Hong Kong has remained cut off from the world for
much of the last two years and is also undergoing a
political crackdown. With little sign of that changing,
departures have soared. Government data showed that
the one-time “Asia’s World City” saw a record 27,703
departures last week-the highest rate since the pan-
demic started more than two years ago.

Charities on Friday also raised the alarm on the
treatment of foreign domestic workers, who they say
have been sacked after testing positive for COVID and
forced to sleep outdoors. — AFP

Myanmar to contest 
ICJ Rohingya case, 
without Suu Kyi 
THE HAGUE: Myanmar’s junta is set to replace Aung
San Suu Kyi at the UN’s top court yesterday as it seeks
to dismiss a case over the alleged genocide of Rohingya
Muslims. Suu Kyi personally presented Myanmar’s
arguments at the International Court of Justice (ICJ)
when the case was first heard in December 2019, but
was ousted as civilian leader in a military coup last year.

The Nobel peace laureate, who faced criticism from
rights groups for her involvement in the case, is now
under house arrest and trial by the same generals she
defended in The Hague. In its “preliminary objections”
yesterday, Myanmar will argue that the court has no
jurisdiction over the case, and must throw it out before
it moves on to substantive hearings.

Local Myanmar media said the junta has a new dele-
gation led by Ko Ko Hlaing, international cooperation
minister, and Thida Oo, attorney general, who will
attend virtually. Both have been hit with US sanctions
over the coup. The case brought by the mainly Muslim
African nation of The Gambia accuses predominantly
Buddhist Myanmar of genocide against the Rohingya
minority over a bloody 2017 military crackdown. The
ICJ made a provisional order in January 2020 that
Myanmar must take “all measures” to prevent the
alleged genocide of the Rohingya while the years-long
proceedings are underway.

Bloody crackdown 
Gambia will make its counter-arguments on

Wednesday. Around 850,000 Rohingya are languishing
in camps in neighbouring Bangladesh while another
600,000 Rohingya remain in Myanmar’s southwestern
Rakhine state. The ICJ was set up after World War II to
rule on disputes between UN member states. Its judg-
ments are binding but it has no real means to enforce
them. The Rohingya case at the ICJ has been complicat-
ed by the coup that ousted Suu Kyi and her civilian gov-
ernment, and triggered mass protests and a bloody mili-
tary crackdown. More than 1,500 civilians have been
killed, according to a local monitoring group.

Suu Kyi now faces trial herself in Myanmar on a raft
of charges that could see her jailed for more than 150
years. Ahead of the hearing, the shadow “National Unity
Government” dominated by lawmakers from Suu Kyi’s
ousted party said it, not the junta, “is the proper repre-
sentative of Myanmar at the ICJ in the case”.—AFP

Pakistan introduces 
fake news law 
targeting criticism 
of military
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s government has introduced
a new cybercrime law that could see social media
users jailed for up to five years for posting “fake news”
about the military, judiciary or public officials. Critics
say the legislation is the latest example of creeping
restrictions on freedom of expression in the nation,
already ranked among the world’s most dangerous for
media workers.

It was approved by Prime Minister Imran Khan’s
cabinet and swiftly adopted into law by President Arif
Alvi over the weekend, an official in the presidential
office said yesterday. The legislation takes effect
immediately but must be presented to parliament with-
in 90 days for approval, though it is expected that
Khan’s coalition government will easily pass it.

In recent years the space for dissent in Pakistan has
shrunk with the government cracking down on social
networks and traditional media outlets, who say pres-
sure from above has resulted in widespread self-cen-
sorship.

Criticism of the security establishment has long
been seen as a red line and rights groups say the new
law further shields it-and other state institutions-from
scrutiny. “It will ... inevitably be used to clamp down on
dissenters and critics of the government and state
institutions,” said the Human Rights Commission of
Pakistan, which called the legislation “undemocratic”.

The law amends existing defamation rules forbid-
ding false online information that “intimidates or harms
the reputation or privacy” of an individual. It broadens
the scope to include “any company, association or
body of persons” and “institution, organisation,
authority or any other body established by the gov-
ernment”.—AFP

New Zealand police 
say anti-vaxxers 
hurled human waste
WELLINGTON: New Zealand police accused anti-
vaccine demonstrators of throwing human waste at
them yesterday, during a pre-dawn operation to place
roadblocks around a protest camp outside
Wellington’s parliament building.

The protesters took control of the parliamentary
grounds and surrounding streets almost two weeks
ago, setting up a camp that continues to grow despite
police appeals to move on. The number of vehicles
clogging downtown roads almost doubled to 800 over
the weekend as more protesters joined the action,
inspired by Canada’s “Freedom Convoy” trucker
protest.

In a bid to prevent further expansion, about 300
police deployed at 3:30am escorting forklifts which
were used to place concrete barricades on key roads.
Police said “a large number of vocal protesters were
present” and eight arrests were made.

“Seven officers sustained injuries during the opera-

tion, ranging from scratches to an ankle injury,” they
said in statement.

“Some officers also had human waste thrown over
them by protesters.” Police said they would “hold to
account” those responsible, pointing out that attempt-
ing to deliberately infect someone with a disease can
attract a 14-year jail term.

Police have largely taken a hands-off approach to
the protest, saying attempts to forcibly clear the camp
from parliament would result in violence. “Police would
have to move in using batons, probably using tear gas,
to clear that crowd off the grounds-it’s likely to lead to
extended confrontation,” Commissioner Andrew
Coster told TVNZ Sunday.—AFP



FRANKFURT: The Bundesbank said 
yesterday the latest wave of the coro-
navirus pandemic risked pushing the 
German economy-Europe’s largest-
into a technical recession before stag-
ing a recovery from the second quar-
ter. After  gross domest ic  product 
shrank by 0.7 percent in the last quar-
ter of 2021, “overall economic output 
could again sink noticeably in the first 
quarter of 2022, before picking up 
speed again in the spring,” the German 
central bank said in its monthly eco-
nomic report. 

Pandemic restrictions were mostly 
to blame for the drop, the Bundesbank 
said, with measures “hitt ing some 
service-sector  branches hard”. 
Manufacturing, meanwhile, continued 
to report “serious” problems with a 
lack of raw materials and components, 
as well as a shortage of labour. 

“The pick-up in industrial produc-
tion, however, suggested a certain eas-

ing” in the supply situation at the end 
of 2021, the central bank said. 

A recession is technically defined as 
two consecutive quarters of economic 
contract ion. Germany’s  European 
neighbors have seen their economies 
recover more strongly from the initial 
impact of the pandemic. Germany reg-
istered 2.8 percent growth in 2021, 
whi le  France surged ahead with 
growth of seven percent. The spread 
of the Omicron variant in Germany led 
to a record number of infections at the 
start of the year. 

The government has said it will start 
to roll back health restrictions as the 
cases begin to ebb, with most rules lift-
ed by the end of March under the plan. 

Meanwhile, economic growth in the 
eurozone jumped sharply in February 
as coronavirus restrictions were eased, 
a  key survey showed yesterday. 
Growth accelerated to a five-month 
high, IHS Markit said in its closely 
watched monthly survey-but it also 
noted that  persistent  supply con-
straints and soaring energy prices also 
pushed inflation to a record level. 

Its purchase managers’ index (PMI) 
surged 3.5 points to 55.8, higher than 
the 52.3 recorded in January. A figure 
above 50 indicates growth. The rise 

was attributed to the eurozone-the 19 
EU countries using the euro-exiting 
two months of  tough restr ict ions 
designed to slow the spread of the 
Omicron variant. Omicron is now the 
dominant strain in Europe, but govern-
ments regard it as less grave than pre-
vious variants because widespread 
vaccinations and booster jabs have 
muted its impact. 

After two months of curbs that hit 
the eurozone economy, “February saw 
these restrictions ease to the lowest 
since November,” IHS Markit said. The 
service sector led the newfound opti-
mism, as increased travel and tourism 
pushed it to its highest level since last 
November. 

Manufactur ing increased “also 
accelerated s l ight ly, atta ining the 
fastest  expansion s ince last 
September, thanks in part to improved 
supply avai labi l i ty” and a r ise in 
demand. However, supply constraints 
remained, causing backlogs, and aver-
age prices for goods and services 
spiked to the highest level recorded in 
the PMI surveys. 

“Soaring energy costs and rising 
wages have added to inf lat ionary 
pressures, resulting in the largest rise 
in sel l ing prices yet recorded in a 

quarter of a century of survey data 
history,” said IHS Markit’s chief econ-
omist, Chris Williamson. “The intensifi-
cation of inflationary pressures will 
add to speculation of an increasing 
hawkish stance” at  the European 
Central Bank, he said.  

The survey showed that growth in 
the eurozone’s powerhouse’ Germany 
was at a six-month high, with an index 
reading of 56.2. The second-biggest 
economy, France, was doing even bet-
ter, with growth at an eight-month high 
and an index reading of 57.4. — AFP 
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KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service provider in 
Kuwait, introduces Z-HUB, an all-new, fully integrated 
hub to serve all business needs of startups and Small & 
Medium Enterprises (SMEs) in the Kuwaiti market. The 
hub offers a wide range of services and solutions in 
over 6 essential business areas to help SME owners 
expand their businesses, take them towards the road of 
success, and rise above the competition.  

Z-HUB gathers the best tools that serve the needs 
of SMEs in one place, focusing on six essential busi-
ness areas including services for e-commerce, market-
ing, HR, location and online presence, insurance, ten-
dering, Zain Business solutions, and more. Zain presents 
these services and more for the most competitive 
prices in the market.  

The new hub comes in collaboration with a number 
of SMEs specializing in the above-mentioned areas. 
Zain will design special and exclusive offers for its SME 

customers in partnership with its partners to tailor each 
offer to each customer’s unique business needs. The 
offerings are designed to maximize efficiency, increase 
productivity, elevate customer satisfaction rates, and 
reduce the time needed to process transactions all 
while cutting costs.  

Commenting on the announcement, Zain Kuwait’s 
Chief Enterprise Business Officer Hamad Al-Marzouq 
said: “We are proud today to launch Z-HUB, our all-
new integrated hub to serve the Kuwaiti startups mar-
ket. Through this service, we gather all of our most 
advanced, world-class solutions and put them in the 
hands of SME owners, supporting them to build a digi-
tal infrastructure for their business and helping them 
serve their customers with utmost efficiency”.  

Al-Marzouq added: “The Kuwaiti market is full of 
promising talents, and we at Zain are well aware of the 
important role played by SMEs in achieving economic 
and social development in the nation. We believe SMEs 
represent a big part of the country’s production chan-

nels, and they play an essential role in the growth of 
national economy. That is why we are always commit-
ted to offering them the best and most advanced solu-
tions, especially that Zain is a leading digital service 
provider in Kuwait and the region. We hope this step 
opens up entire new horizons in front of Kuwaiti entre-
preneurs”.   

Al-Marzouq continued: “Since its inception, Zain 
has always enjoyed a solid ecosystem of strategic part-
nerships with the world’s top tech leaders, making it the 
first destination to serve the technical needs of compa-
nies of all sizes. Today, we expand this ecosystem by 
partnering with a number of SMEs, each specializing in 

their respective industries, so that Z-HUB’s services are 
offered by entrepreneurs for entrepreneurs. We believe 
this will help enrich the spirit of joint collaboration and 
contribute to developing the local SMEs market”.  

Al-Marzouq concluded: “This launch reflects our 
continuous efforts to grow our services portfolio for 
Kuwait’s SME community, who have grown to become 
a great part of our corporate customer base. This is 
why we will always be commitment to offering such 
refreshed offerings in line with our digital transforma-
tion strategy that aims at empowering a more efficient 
business sector in the Kuwaiti market”.  

Z-HUB is an integrated hub where customers can 

find a variety of services tailored to meet the needs of 
SMEs in one user-friendly place to ensure the swift 
expansion of their business. Zain offers special and 
exclusive offers to its customers, tailored to every cus-
tomer’s company, customer base, and business part-
ners, ensuring efficiency and flexibility in their every-
day operations.  

The new hub features tools and solutions in over six 
essential business areas, including e-commerce servic-
es and integrated platforms where customers can man-
age their products with ease, marketing services like 
analysis, strategies and branding customizable for 
every customer, HR services that aid business owners 
to manage their employees, location services to help 
customers get recognized on Google Maps and create 
an online presence, insurance services to provide con-
sultation and risk assessment, tendering services to 
facilitate the tendering process across all sectors, as 
well as a wide range of tech services and tools from 
Zain Business. The Z-HUB partners’ ecosystem features 
a number of SMEs specializing in their own respective 
industries, including:  

UPayments: Online e-commerce tool to meet every 
business need that includes UStore, Upay, and 
Uinterface. 

Zyda: Fully customizable restaurant delivery platform. 
ExpandCart: Offering complete e-commerce tools, 

solutions, and plans that include ExpandCart 
Professional, ExpandCart Ultimate, and ExpandCart 
Enterprise. 

Tendering Center: Tendering Center offers a one-
year tendering plan and notifications designed to facili-
tate tenderers and bidders. 

Chrysalis Digital: Chrysalis General Trading 
Company helps customers get Google Business verifi-
cation in addition to 360 virtual walkthrough tours, and 
more. 

MenaiTech: Providing consultancy services such 
as MenaLite Core, MenaLite HR and MenaTracks, as 
well as MenaCRM that helps to develop innovation. 

Al-Othman Pearls: Helps create comprehensive 
insurance packages for customers’ businesses at a 
below-market price. 

Totals: Totals offers multiple packages for market-
ing, advertising, and content creation based on every 
customer’s needs, such as Total’s Starter, Growth and 
Enterprise Packages. 

Zain strongly believes in the crucial role played by 
private sector organizations in supporting social and 
economic sustainability projects, as well as further 
pushing the entrepreneurial community’s growth in the 
country. Springing from its growing commitment 
towards practicing its social responsibility, the compa-
ny is committed to printing a positive print through all 
its activities. This has led Zain to embrace the most 
influential issues in the community, including the sup-
port of entrepreneurship and innovation. 

Zain Business introduces Z-HUB
All-new integrated hub to serve business needs of SMEs

• Kuwaiti market is full of promising talents, Z-HUB will 
solidify our SME services portfolio and open up new 
horizons to entrepreneurs.  

• Hub offers solutions for e-commerce, marketing, HR, 
location, insurance, tendering, and more services.  

• Z-HUB services offered by entrepreneurs for entre-
preneurs, enriching the spirit of collaboration and 
developing the local SMEs ecosystem. 

Hamad Al-Marzouq 

Offers wide range  
of solutions in  
over six essential  
business areas

FRANKFURT: The Bundesbank said yesterday the latest wave of the coronavirus pan-
demic risked pushing the German economy-Europe’s largest-into a technical recession 
before staging a recovery from the second quarter.

Germany to enter  
recession due to  
virus: Bundesbank

MOSCOW: The Russian finance min-
istry said yesterday it had submitted 

draft legislation regulating cryptocur-
rencies, including client identification 
and a cap on investments. Russia is one 
of the world’s top crypto-mining nations 
and authorities have for years criticized 
cryptocurrencies over fears they can be 
used for illegal activities and called for 
regulation. In January, the central bank 
proposed an outright ban on cryptocur-
rencies but the finance ministry has been 

pushing to regulate the sector to help 
attract investment. 

“The proposed changes are aimed at 
creating a legal market for digital cur-
rencies with the establishment of rules 
for their circulation and the circle of par-
ticipants,” the ministry said in a state-
ment. Under the bill, cryptocurrencies 
would be permitted only as an invest-
ment instrument. 

Foreign cryptocurrency exchanges 
will also have to obtain a license in 
Russia, among other proposals. 
“Operations involving the purchase or 
sale of cryptocurrency will be possible 
only if the client is identified,” the finance 
ministry also said, a move that would put 
an end to anonymity, a key principle of 
the crypto world. The draft legislation 
also foresees introducing literacy tests 

for those wishing to invest in digital cur-
rencies. Upon a “successful” completion 
of tests, Russians will be able to invest in 
digital currencies up to 600,000 rubles 
($7,700, 6,800 euros) a year, the finance 
ministry said. Without such tests, the lim-
it would be 50,000 rubles. Russian 
authorities granted cryptocurrencies 
legal status in 2020, but their use in pay-
ments was never authorized.  — AFP

Russia seeks  
to regulate  
cryptocurrencies



KUWAIT: Consumer price inflation increased
sharply in December, rising to a multi-year high of
4.3 percent y/y from 4.1 percent in September,
according to the Central Statistical Bureau (CSB).
Inflation rose substantially through the year, with
prices rising month-on-month (m/m) in eleven of the
last twelve months due to a mix of rebounding
demand, supply-side disruptions and higher interna-
tional food costs. Inflation averaged 3.4 percent in
2021, a six-year high.

Inflation has been a global phenomenon since the
Consumer price inflation ticked up to 4.3 percent
y/y in December, with an increase in housing rents
offsetting moderating but still solid price pressures
from food and ‘core’ categories versus September.
Spiking inflation has also been a global phenomenon,
driven by strong consumer demand, pandemic-linked
supply shortages and higher food and energy costs.
Kuwait’s inflation rate averaged 3.4 percent in 2021
and could be broadly unchanged in 2022. COVID-19
pandemic first emerged in 2020, and has been most
acute in the western hemisphere where price gains
are at multi-decade highs as in the US and UK.
Months of mobility restrictions and subdued demand
due to the pandemic caused significant disruption to
supply chains, with labor and materials in short sup-
ply and unable to meet the acceleration in consumer
demand and economic activity that emerged in the
aftermath of the first pandemic peak in mid-2020.

Energy prices
The surge in international commodity and energy

prices especially has been a significant contributor to
the high inflation recorded in industrialized countries.
In Kuwait, inflation has been especially pronounced in
the food and beverages category (17 percent of the
CPI basket), peaking at 11.5 percent y/y in June 2021
before slowing to 7.2 percent in December.

Most sub-indices saw price increases, but fruits
(+18 percent y/y), fish (+14 percent) and meat (+8.8
percent) recorded the biggest gains. With much of
Kuwait’s food imported, price rises partly reflect pass-
through of higher international food prices. A major
benchmark of international food prices, the Food and
Agriculture Organization’s (FAO) Food Price Index,
was up 25 percent y/y in December 2021, having been
as high as 40 percent in May 2021.  The strengthening
of the US dollar - which is up around 7 percent on a
trade-weighted basis since mid-2021 - may have con-
tributed to the moderation of FAO food price inflation
in 2H21 by lifting prices in foreign currency terms and
trimming overseas demand. Looking ahead to 2022,
expectations of dollar firmness amid US monetary pol-
icy tightening would tend to support further modera-
tion in international food price inflation.

Prices in the housing services category, the largest
component in Kuwait’s CPI basket with a weighting of
33 percent, also began to increase in 2021, after almost
two years of minimal movement. By December, the
index had risen 2.3 percent y/y on the back of rental

increases, which were the most significant since March
2017. The cost of services and maintenance repairs
also increased (+2.7 percent y/y), suggesting higher
construction and raw materials costs. 

Core inflation
Core inflation, which excludes food and housing

costs, reached 4.6 percent y/y in December (down
slightly from 4.9 percent in September).  The biggest
increases were in the transport (+4.5 percent) and
clothing (+5.6 percent) categories. Inflation in the
‘Travel by Air’ component, which had spiked to 25 per-
cent y/y at the end of 2Q21 on higher ticket costs fol-
lowing the partial removal of travel restrictions, eased to
a still-elevated 16 percent by December. Meanwhile,
costs in the education category closed out the year up
19 percent y/y, following the return to on-site schooling
in the 2021/22 academic year and the hiking of fees to
reflect that. (It is worth noting that in pandemic-affected
2020 the Ministry of Education mandated cuts in tuition
fees of up to 25 percent as students moved online.)
Core inflation averaged 3.4percent in 2021 overall. 

Separately, the producer price index (PPI), which
measures changes in the price of products bought and
sold by producers, can be a leading indicator of pres-
sures on consumer prices further down the line. In
September, the PPI hit its highest level in almost three
years, increasing by 65 percent y/y, according to the

CSB. However, it is important to note that consumers in
Kuwait are much more shielded from these changes
than in many other countries due to price caps/con-
trols in key areas such as fuel and energy: this will limit
any pass-through of higher costs to consumers.
Meanwhile, wholesale price inflation (which measures
prices at the wholesale, pre-retail level) reached a
three-year high in September, but remained very low
at 1.8 percent y/y. Inflation in the price of imported
goods reached 2.4 percent-the fastest rate since early
2017-while inflation in domestically produced items
increased by 0.8 percent. 

Consumer price inflation averaged 3.4 percent in
2021, up from 2.1 percent in 2020, and exceeding earli-
er forecasts amid higher food costs and pandemic-
linked volatility. Looking ahead to 2022, one potential
inflationary impulse could be housing rents, based on
the uptick in this component in 2H21 following an
extended period of softness. Any increase could offset
the expected deceleration in food price inflation-in line
with the global trend-leaving the average headline rate
broadly unchanged from 2021 levels at 3.5 percent
(though slightly stronger than we had previously
expected). Moreover, the economic backdrop is
expected to continue improving in 2022, driven by
output gains in both the oil and non-oil sectors. The
latter should again be supported by robust, if moder-
ating, consumer spending growth. 
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Kuwait inflation ticked up to 
4.3% on rising housing costs

Solid price pressures from food and ‘core’ categories persist

SYDNEY: Australia’s largest energy firm and biggest carbon emitter AGL yesterday rejected a takeover bid from green-
minded tech billionaire Mike Cannon Brookes, who planned to shutter the firm’s coal-fired power plants.

KIB records profit of
KD 11m for year 2021
KUWAIT: Chairman of Kuwait International Bank
(KIB), Sheikh Mohammed Jarrah Al-Sabah, revealed
that despite the challenges of the past year, KIB record-
ed a net profit attributable to shareholders of almost
KD 11 million for the year ending 31st of December
2021, and an earnings per share (EPS) of 5.66 fils, while
registering total operating income of almost KD 66.8
million. Commenting on the bank’s financial results, Al-
Jarrah said “During 2021, KIB improved its asset quality
matrices and as the audited consolidated financial state-
ments indicated that the Bank’s assets grew by 12 per-
cent to reach almost KD 3.14 billion compared to KD
2.80 billion in last year. This growth was the result of an
increase in financing portfolio by KD 285 million to
reach KD 2.27 billion compared to approximately KD
1.99 billion as at the end of last year, achieving a growth
of 14 percent. In addition, the investments increased by
almost KD 111.5 million to reach KD 295.8 million com-
pared to KD 184.4 million in last year, primarily as a
result of the increase in investments in high-quality
Sukuk.

Depositors’ accounts grew by KD 416.8 million at 25
percent to KD 2.06 billion, compared to KD 1.64 billion
at the end of the same period last year, while the share-
holders’ equity amounted to KD 263 million. Al-Jarrah
added: “The severity of the crises that afflicted various
vital sectors in the country during the past two years
did not prevent us from seizing the strongest of oppor-
tunities from them; turning them into achievements to be
added to our existing track record of continuous growth
and development. We strive to continue to enhance our
leading position within the financial and banking sec-
tors, in order to achieve our strategic goals of becoming
the Islamic bank of choice in Kuwait”.

He also highlighted KIB’s commitment to setting
conservative and precautionary approach and policies
to manage risks and swiftly adapting to any long-term
impact and repercussions; noting that this positively
reflects on KIB’s continuous efforts to provide reward-
ing returns to its shareholders. Moreover, Al-Jarrah
reaffirmed that the Bank has always keen on guarantee-
ing maximum customer satisfaction by providing the
best and latest integrated banking services and financ-
ing solutions that meet their aspirations and elevate
their experience, contributing to maintaining the sus-
tainability and continuity of its business.

Furthermore, Al-Jarrah noted that Fitch Ratings
assigned KIB’s credit rating (Long-term/ Short-term
IDR) at “A/F1” and the Bank’s VR at “bb-”, with a
“Stable” outlook.

As for dividends, Al-Jarrah stated that KIB’s Board of
Directors proposed payment of cash dividends of 4

percent of the nominal value of shares (4 fils per share)
and 4 percent bonus shares from the issued and paid up
capital, subject to the approvals of the Bank’s share-
holders’ general assembly and competent authorities.

Raed Jawad Bukhamseen, Vice Chairman and CEO
of the Bank, continued: “Through our expert and in-
depth market vision, we were able to advance within
this industry with confident and well calculated steps,
we have been steadily focusing on strengthening and
diversifying our activities in investment. We continue to
register overall growth by increasing our financing
portfolio primarily by offering top notch products and
services while aggressively onboarding customer
deposits. Furthermore, in line with our strategy to
strengthen our financial position in the regional capital
markets, we partook in various multi-tiered sukuk
issuances of the highest quality, for some of the largest
banking and financial institutions locally and regionally,
and at the optimum cost of capital. As one of the most
prestigious financial institutions in this field, we have
also participated in various successful investment deals,
collaborating with a select group of major clients, in
various sectors including telecommunications and ener-
gy.” Bukhamseen pointed out that in accordance with
the Central Bank of Kuwait’s regulations concerning
Basel III, KIB continued to report high levels of total
capital adequacy ratio, at 19.21 percent.

“KIB is one of the key financial players in Kuwait
with a competitive advantage in the market, being a full-
service bank that provides integrated services; expand-
ing its retail and corporate banking products and serv-
ices, while offering innovative and comprehensive
financing and real estate products to fulfill aspirations of
target customers. This contributed to our constant and
speedy growth, as well as expanding our customer base
to include various and diverse segments,” added
Bukhamseen.

Bukhamseen pointed out his statement noting the
success of KIB during the past year with a series of
achievements that contributed to accomplishing its
strategic goals. KIB continues to improve and enhance
its market presence for the target customer base with
the help of latest digital technologies and electronic
platforms while leveraging on existing capabilities.

Bukhamseen stated that KIB continues to employ its
integrated strategy and implement its plans to achieve
its desired goals. He noted that this benefits customers -
by providing them with an exceptional banking experi-
ence, the Bank’s team - by providing the best work
environment and the human resource development pro-
gram, and shareholders - by enhancing their confidence
in the bank’s performance and maintaining its reputation
as a leading financial institution locally and regionally.

Another year of notable awards
Throughout 2021, KIB continued to garner interna-

tional recognition and receive global honors, from some
of the most prestigious institutions and awarding bod-
ies; recognizing its notable contribution to the develop-
ment of the sector locally and regionally in all banking
fields. Some of most important awards that KIB had
received during the year came from World Finance
(WF) magazine. The platform had awarded the Bank the
titles: “Best Islamic Bank in Kuwait”, “Best Islamic Bank
for Employee Development and Empowerment in
Kuwait”, and “Best Customer-Focused Islamic Banking
Products and Services in Kuwait”. Al-Jarrah was also
awarded by WF with the “Lifetime Achievement in
Islamic Banking and Dedication to Community” award,
while honoring Bukhamseen with “Kuwaiti Visionary
CEO - Development and Growth Driver” Award.

Sheikh Mohammed Jarrah
Al-Sabah Raed Jawad Bukhamseen

Thailand economy 
rebounds in Q4
BANGKOK: Thailand’s economy rebounded in the
fourth quarter of last year on the back of rising exports
and the easing of coronavirus restrictions that allowed
tourists to return, senior officials said yesterday. The 1.9
percent on-year expansion was more than double what
was forecast and marked a strong bounce after a 0.2
percent contraction in the previous three months.

For the whole year the economy grew 1.6 percent,
according to the National Economic and Social
Development Council, and also beat expectations.

South East Asia’s second largest economy was hit with
a 6.1 percent contraction in 2020 — its worst econom-
ic performance since the 1997 Asian Economic Crisis.
The NESDC said it saw growth of 3.5-4.5 percent this
year as tourism picks up and government spending
kicks in.

Council secretary general Danucha Pichayanan said
reopening the border to fully vaccinated foreign
tourists in November had made some impact. Nearly
500,000 tourists have visited since November, well
short of the country’s target of five million, but the
arrivals provided much-needed support to the econo-
my. The reopening was dealt a blow in December by
the fast-spreading Omicron COVID variant. The NES-
DC said it expected inflation of 1.5-2.5 percent for
2022. — AFP

Australia’s largest 
power firm rejects 
green takeover bid
SYDNEY: Australia’s largest energy firm and biggest
carbon emitter AGL yesterday rejected a takeover bid
from green-minded tech billionaire Mike Cannon
Brookes, who planned to shutter the firm’s coal-fired
power plants. Atlassian co-founder Cannon Brookes
had teamed up with Brookfield Asset Management to
offer $5.8 billion for the electricity production and dis-
tribution firm with a view to shutting major coal power
plants 15 years early. Cannon Brookes has long been
vocal in his criticism of the Australian government’s
pro-coal policies and the energy industry’s lack of
ambitious climate goals. The bid would have seen AGL
move much more rapidly to decarbonization, including
by shutting coal power plants by 2030 — rather than
2045 as currently planned. But AGL’s board decided
the unsolicited offer, which priced the firm at 4.7 per-
cent more than Friday’s closing stock price of
AUS$7.16, undervalued the company and was “not in
the best interests” of shareholders.

Cannon Brookes said that decision was “disap-
pointing” but he vowed to press ahead with efforts to
acquire the firm. “I’ve long said that decarbonization is
the greatest economic opportunity facing Australia,
but it requires vision and action,” he told public

broadcaster ABC. He said the takeover could benefit
AGL’s 4.5 million customers and the environment. “We
strongly believe it will result in lower bills for con-
sumers, we can fund this transition ourselves and we
can build out the replacement capacity,” he said.
“We’ll create far more jobs... and obviously the emis-
sions are far lower,” he added. “AGL is the largest
emitter in the country, it represents over eight percent
of Australia’s emissions.”

Despite widespread support for climate action,
Australia’s conservative Prime Minister Scott Morrison
has dragged his feet on emissions targets and pledged
taxpayer cash to fund new fossil fuel projects-despite
experts saying they are no longer economically viable.

Several coal mines and plants are also located in
fiercely contested electoral seats, meaning both the
government and the opposition Labor party have tried
to avoid irking coal-backing voters.

But the market is increasingly leaving them and
politicians in Canberra behind. AGL rival Origin
Energy recently decided to shut Australia’s largest
coal-fired power plant in 2025 — several years sooner
than planned-saying the facility is no longer viable
given the low cost of renewables.

Origin Energy told investors the “influx of renew-
ables” was “undermining the economics” of the vast
decades-old Eraring plant just north of Sydney.
Australia is one of the world’s largest exporters of both
gas and coal, but the country has also been on the
sharp end of climate change, with droughts, deadly
bushfires and bleaching events on the Great Barrier
Reef becoming more common and more intense as
global climate patterns change. — AFP 
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KUWAIT: Kuwait Telecommunications Company - stc,
signed a long-term financing facility with the National
Bank of Kuwait (NBK) Group. The KD 50 million facility,
extending for a period of six years, supports stc’s vision
in enabling digital transformation and implementing its
expansion strategy across its core businesses through
acquisition transactions and expanding the operational
activities while covering the capital expenditure.

The Executive Management Teams from both enti-
ties attended the signing ceremony held at stc head
quarters, where the agreement was concluded in the
presence of engineer Maziad Al-Harbi, stc - Kuwait
Chief Executive Officer, Salah Al-Fulaij, NBK - Kuwait
Chief Executive Officer, Mohammed Al-Faran, stc -
Kuwait Chief Financial Officer and Ali Fardan, NBK -
Bahrain General Manager.

On this occasion, Al-Harbi, stc - Kuwait CEO, said,
“This agreement reflects the strategic partnership and
the mutual trust shared between stc and NBK since the
commercial launch of stc in Kuwait. On the sidelines of
this ceremony, I would like to take this opportunity to
thank NBK’s and stc executive management along with
their respective teams for their ongoing support and
cooperation in arranging and executing this mutual ben-
eficial transaction.”

He added, “This agreement supports the Kuwaiti
economy and the country’s future growth prospects
where stc aims to support the government’s digital
transformation journey within the business sector, and
to offer innovative solutions. Additionally, this financ-
ing facility agreement reflects the banking industry’s
trust in stc’s operational and financial performance for
the high quality and good cash flows that stc has
maintained. This agreement will also support stc in
implementing its sustainable business growth and
expansion strategy, while switching from providing
traditional services to offering digital, cloud, internet
of things (IOT), Data Center as well advanced IT

solutions within the integrated communications tech-
nology sector, in line with Kuwait’s digital transforma-
tion journey.”

Al-Harbi added, “stc’s future plans focuses on gain-
ing market leadership and being a pioneer through pro-
viding an effective model based on its digital platforms
where stc seeks to enter strategic partnerships within
the ICT sector and explore more smart investments to
address the challenges in the market”

Al-Harbi also said, “We will  spare no effort
towards enhancing the efficiency of our business
model and the wide array of offerings and quality
services. Our goal is to provide exceptional services
to our individual customers and support the needs of
our enterprise customers, whether they are large cor-
porations or SMEs, by providing flexible and seamless
integrated solutions under one umbrella of unique
services, ultimately creating an added value to share-

holders and stakeholders alike.”
On his part, Salah Al-Fulaij, the Chief Executive

Officer of NBK - Kuwait, said, “This financing deal is a
new demonstration of the solid and long-standing rela-
tions between NBK Group and stc.”

Al-Fulaij noted that NBK maintains its leading posi-
tion as the bank of choice for financing major deals and
mega projects in Kuwait, thanks to its strong balance
sheet and long experience, in addition to the exception-
al and sustainable relations with its clients at the local
and international levels.

“NBK enjoys a strong financial position and a domi-
nant share in the trade finance market, which ensures its
participation in major deals across many vital sectors,
thanks to its top-notch customer service and the added
value it provides, supported by its regional and interna-
tional footprint,” he added.

Al-Fulaij stressed that NBK continues to seize

opportunities on the local and regional arenas, based on
its historical role in leading alliances of mega deals and
financing major strategic projects across many sectors,
consolidating its leading position as the top partner of
leading local and regional companies in financing their
expansion plans.

Leading the local market 
NBK is the largest financial institution in Kuwait with

effective market dominance in the commercial banking
arena. The bank has been consistently awarded with
one of the highest credit ratings of all banks in the
region from Moody’s, Standard & Poor’s, and Fitch
Ratings. NBK has a wide local and international net-
work of branches across 4 continents, with its interna-
tional presence extending to cover many of the world’s
leading financial centers including China, Geneva,
London, Paris, New York, and Singapore alongside its
regional presence in Lebanon, Egypt, Bahrain, Saudi
Arabia, Iraq, and the UAE.

Innovative solutions 
stc has succeeded in attracting investments from the

private sector, driving the economy, and repositioning
the telecom sector as one of the most pivotal and active
sectors contributing to the evolution of global technolo-
gy. Based on the rising demand for digital transforma-
tion, stc has been consistently implementing its plan that
aims to continue providing pioneering services, digital
solutions, and telecom services to its customers. 

The digital transformation strategy developed and
implemented by stc throughout the past few years was
a major factor that aided in the Company’s success.
Through these achievements, stc managed to make
outstanding contributions to the local economy and
government initiatives and the increasing demand of
digital and IT solutions that supports Kuwait Vision
“Kuwait 2035”.

stc signs KD 50m strategic 
financing facility with NBK 

Facility to accommodate company’s acquisition and expansion plans 

KUWAIT: Eng Maziad Al-Harbi, Salah Al-Fulaij, Mohammed Al-Faran and Ali Fardan during the signing of the facility.

DUBAI: AVEVA, a global leader in industrial soft-
ware, driving digital transformation and sustainabili-
ty, brings its much-anticipated AVEVA PI World
conference to the Amsterdam RAI convention cen-
ter in the Netherlands on May 16-19, 2022. With
insights from The Wellcome Institute’s Dr Catherine
Green affiliated to Oxford University and compa-
nies including Kellogg’s, Cognizant and Microsoft,
the in-person event will serve as a hands-on mas-
terclass of how industry leaders are sharing data
and AI-infused insights to spark innovation and set
new standards of agility and resilience at a time of
rapid change.

At AVEVA PI World, customers will also see
first-hand how AVEVA’s solutions can bridge the
innovation gap by converting data into actionable
insights that drive competitive advantages. 

AVEVA CEO Peter Herweck said, “We are excit-
ed to meet our customers and partners in person at
this year’s AVEVA PI World. We look forward to
sharing how our expanded portfolio, including the
integration of the industry leading PI System, can
fuel data-centric growth in the age of performance.

“Data has become the backbone of business
operations over the pandemic. When anchored
tohuman ingenuity, it enables the creation of new
products and processes that deliver enhanced eco-
nomic dividends. Sharing those innovations with
other stakeholders in the connected industrial econ-
omy elevates achievements across the board, trans-
forming economic growth and delivering sustain-
able value on every level,” he added.

Data-led innovation in real life
Delegates at AVEVA PI World 2022 will see how

data inspires leading enterprises and thinkers to
transform disruption into opportunity - and gain a
close understanding of how human insight remains
essential to unlocking data dividends and furthering
automation gains. 

“Data has become central to industrial innovation
and is now being collected in greater quantities
than ever before. Yet, without human insight to
direct and apply that information, the benefits of
digital transformation remain limited,” said Michael
Dean, Global Director - Power, Controls &
Information Systems, Kellogg’s. In a keynote at
AVEVA PI World 2022, Dean will outline the role of

human ingenuity in the data-driven organization of
the future.

Damien O’Connor, Chief Technology Officer,
Cognizant - TQS, and an AVEVA PI World 2022
panelist, added: “Data has the capacity to drive
innovation, realize sustainability goals and acceler-
ate the fourth industrial revolution. By unifying data
with human insight, companies like AVEVA and

Cognizant are enabling
industries to drive
responsible use of
resources and reshape
the industrial landscape.” 

Dean and O’Connor
are among a select group
of thought leaders and
business experts at AVE-
VA PI World 2022that
will share real-life exam-
ples of data-led innova-

tion in action. Highlights
from the schedule: Herweck’s keynote lays out the
business case for data-led operations, using real-
life examples to show how connected digital
insights generate value for the entire ecosystem. 
• Dr Catherine Green of the Wellcome Centre for

Human Genetics at Oxford University will
explain how data helped develop the Oxford
vaccine, an inspiring paradigm for industries.

• Influencer Jahinki Bisselink, former United
Nations Youth Representative, will explain the
role of Gen Z in provoking digital thinking as it
joins the industrial workforce.

• AVEVA’s Executive Vice President of
Information Ronan de Hooge and Executive Vice
President of Operations Rob McGreevy will
share AVEVA’s solutions roadmap, and how the
integration of the PI System into the AVEVA
Data Hub accelerate values for customers. 

• And Lisa Johnston, Chief Marketing Officer and
Chief Sustainability Officer, AVEVA, will lead a
panel on digital resilience strategies for success
in the new normal. She will be joined by speak-
ers from Microsoft and Cognizant.

Public health and safety remain the chief priority
at AVEVA PI World 2022. AVEVA will adhere to
guidelines from the Dutch government to create a
safe experience for all attendees.

FASTtelco launches 
internet fiber-optic
speed of 200 Mbps 
KUWAIT: FASTtelco, the company owned by
Ooredoo Telecom, the first to introduce innovative
digital services in Kuwait, announced the launch of
new fiber-optic internet speeds of 200 Mbps within its
fiber residential areas in the country. FASTtelco
becomes the first internet service provider to launch
the new speed in Kuwait which in return allows its
customers to experience more efficient, fast and
steady internet. Hence, fiber-optic infrastructure pro-
vides matching upload and download speeds. 

The company’s futuristic vision about smart city,
entitles constant efforts to accelerate the digital trans-
formation and stimulate digital creativity among the
community. Thus, FASTtelco was keen on being the
first Internet service provider in Kuwait to provide
customers and businesses with a high-speed connec-
tion by doubling the speed of the internet to reach to
200 Mbps. This means instant live messaging, faster
online gaming experience, more efficient usage of
smart home appliances, and seamless video calling. 

FASTtelco’s new customers can now enjoy the
speed of 200 Mbps for a complimentary month and
experience an unparalleled internet. 

No wonder FASTtelco is recognized as the leading
internet service provider locally and regionally. Its
superiority over all its rivals in being the first-mover in
offering the latest and most advanced services such as
fiber-optic, along with utilizing the technologies and
skills of its expert team, positions FASTtelco in a key
differentiator in the market.

In a statement, FASTtelco clarified that with the
acceleration of life and the customers’ constant need
for fast and efficient new services and solutions, more
efforts, partnerships and flexible strategies are
required to sustain its relationship with customers and
continue enriching people’s digital life.

This unique service is a distinguished milestone in
the Internet and information exchange sector, with
which FASTtelco kicks of the new year, as it is special-
ly designed for all customers who wish to obtain an
unprecedented internet connection in terms of speed
and performance through optical fibers, noting that it
has thus succeeded in providing the best solutions that
comply with all the needs and aspirations of its current
and new customers. 

Stocks retreat as 
Russia downplays 
Biden-Putin summit
LONDON: Stock markets mostly fell yesterday as the
Kremlin warned there were no firm plans for a summit
between US President Joe Biden and Russian counter-
part Vladimir Putin to avert a possible Moscow invasion
of Ukraine. Warnings from US officials that Russia could
invade its neighbor imminently sent markets spiraling last
week and briefly sent crude surging towards $100 per
barrel as traders fret over already tight supplies.

The Ukraine crisis has compounded worries about
decades-high inflation that is causing central banks to
hike interest rates. Asian and European equity markets
mostly retreated yesterday, though London managed to
edge higher on hopes for the UK economy as Prime
Minister Boris Johnson was set to announce an end to all
pandemic legal curbs in England.

French flag-carrier Air France said it was cancelling
its flights to and from Kyiv scheduled today over securi-
ty concerns sparked by the Russian troop build-up on
Ukraine’s border.

Air France, which runs return Paris to Kyiv flights also
on Sundays said the move was a “precautionary meas-
ure”. The United States is “committed to pursuing diplo-
macy until the moment an invasion begins”, Biden’s press
secretary Jen Psaki said yesterday. With Russia a key
exporter of crude, all eyes are on oil prices, which stead-
ied yesterday. “A proposed summit does offer some
relief to the market, as it suggests that both sides are still
possibly open to dialogue,” said Warren Patterson at
ING Groep NV.

“Asset prices, particularly commodities, will continue
to be heavily influenced by Russia-Ukraine noise.”
Observers are warning that oil at $100 per barrel could
soon be breached and could hold above that level for an
extended period, even if talks on Iran’s nuclear program
succeed and lead to the resumption of Tehran’s crude
exports. The sharp rise in crude is a key driver of infla-
tion across the planet, adding to supply chain snarls and
bottlenecks. While expectations are for a Fed rate hike
next month, some bank officials at the weekend indicat-
ed they were not in favor of a 50 basis point rise, as has
been suggested in light of soaring consumer prices. The
prospect of higher borrowing costs this year has
weighed on markets for months, bringing a near two-
year equity rally to an end with commentators predicting
further volatility. — AFP 

Peter Herweck

AVEVA PI World 2022 showcases 
transformative role of data in innovation

Investigation claims 
Credit Suisse 
handled dirty money
PARIS: Credit Suisse handled billions of dollars in
dirty money for decades, an international media inves-
tigation based on a massive data leak claimed on
Sunday, in the latest setback for Switzerland’s second-
largest bank. The bank held more than $8 billion (sev-
en billion euros) in accounts of criminals, dictators and
human rights abusers, among others, according to the
investigation by a group comprising dozens of media
organizations.

Credit Suisse rejected the “allegations and insinua-
tions”, saying in a statement that many of the issues
raised were historical, some dating back more than 70
years. According to the Organized Crime and
Corruption Reporting Project (OCCRP), a non-profit
journalism group, the “Suisse Secrets” investigation
began when an anonymous source shared bank data
with German newspaper Suddeutsche Zeitung more
than a year ago.

That information, covering accounts collectively

worth $100 billion at their highest point, was trawled
through by 48 media outlets worldwide, including The
New York Times, Le Monde and The Guardian.

Accounts identified as problematic held over $8 bil-
lion in assets, the investigation found. The accounts
included those held by a Yemeni spy chief implicated
in torture, the sons of an Azerbaijani strongman, a
Serbian drug lord and bureaucrats accused of looting
Venezuela’s oil wealth. It was the largest leak ever
from a major Swiss bank, OCCRP said. 

‘Tendentious interpretations’ 
The leak included information on more than 18,000

bank accounts, many of which “remained open well
into the 2010s”, said the OCCRP. In its statement
Sunday, the bank said: “Credit Suisse strongly rejects
the allegations and insinuations about the bank’s pur-
ported business practices.

“The matters presented are predominantly histori-
cal, in some cases dating back as far as the 1940s, and
the accounts of these matters based on partial, inaccu-
rate, or selective information taken out of context,
resulting in tendentious interpretations of the bank’s
business conduct.”

About 90 percent of the accounts reviewed were
closed-or were in the process of being closed-before
the press approached the bank, it added. And more
than 60 percent of them had been closed before 2015.

The OCCRP, in a statement on its website, said: “We
believe the dozens of examples we have cited raise
serious questions about Credit Suisse’s effectiveness
and commitment to meeting its responsibilities.”

It said the investigation had found dozens of “dubi-
ous characters” in the data, including some linked to
government officials. Among those listed as holding
accounts with Credit Suisse were the sons of former
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak and Jordan’s King
Abdullah II. When asked why so many of these
accounts existed, current and former Credit Suisse
employees described a work culture that incentivized

taking on risk to maximize profits, according to
OCCRP.

“I’ve too often seen criminals and corrupt politi-
cians who can afford to keep on doing business as
usual, no matter what the circumstances, because they
have the certainty that their ill-gotten gains will be
kept safe and always within their reach,” said OCCRP
co-founder Paul Radu in a statement.

A series of setbacks 
The international investigation is the latest in a

series of setbacks that Credit Suisse has suffered
recently. In March 2021, the bank was hit by the col-
lapse of Greensill Capital in which it had committed
some $10 billion dollars through four funds. The
implosion of the US fund Archegos cost it more than
$5 billion.

And in Switzerland, a former Credit Suisse employ-
ee is among the defendants in a major corruption trial
that has just started and involves alleged money laun-
dering and organized crime in Bulgaria. The bank has
said it will “defend itself vigorously in court”. Experts
say draconian banking secrecy laws in Switzerland
effectively silence insiders or journalists who may want
to expose wrongdoing within a Swiss bank, according
to OCCRP. A Swiss media group was unable to partici-
pate in the investigation due to the risk of criminal
prosecution, the organization said. — AFP 
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Models present creations from British fashion brand Halpern during the catwalk show for the Autumn/Winter 2022 collection on the second day of London Fashion Week in London. — AFP photos

From jogging outfits to summer dress-
es, Lea Baecker has stitched togeth-
er most of her wardrobe herself from

inside her London flat, part of a burgeon-
ing number of young amateur seamstress-
es. Like many others in the growing horde
of sew-it-yourself enthusiasts, she has
grown increasingly disillusioned with the
retail clothing industry, viewing it as too
destructive. “My main motivation was not
having to buy ready-to-wear clothes any-
more because I didnʼt want to support fast
fashion,” Baecker, 29, told AFP, referring
to clothes made and sold cheaply to be
thrown away after minimal use. The doc-
toral student in neuroscience only started
sewing in 2018, beginning with small bags
before moving on to clothes.

Four years on, she estimates about 80
percent of clothes in her wardrobe are
homemade, from pyjamas to long fleece
coats, as well as jeans made with denim
scraps scalped from relatives. Baecker
now buys new clothes “very rarely”, she
added, wearing one of her self-made long,
hand-sewn dresses.

ʻScaleʼ 
The fashion and textile industry is the

third most polluting sector globally after
food and construction, accounting for up to
5 percent of greenhouse gas emissions,
according to a 2021 report by the World
Economic Forum. Low-cost fashion retail-
ers are regularly criticized for their waste
and pollution, as well as the pay condi-
tions imposed on their workers. Tara Viggo
knows fast fashion only too well, having
worked in the industry for 15 years as a

pattern maker. “I realized the scale that the
fashion industry was working at and it was
a bit terrifying,” she told AFP. In 2017,
Viggo decided to start creating her own
patterns-the blueprint drawings on paper
before garments are made. She started
out small, selling only around one set of
patterns per year, a far cry from the four a
day that she would sometimes churn out
in the ready-to-wear industry.

Viggo conceded independent operators
like her were only tiny competitors to the
big brands, but insisted they still could
have a meaningful impact. “The more of
us that do (it), the better,” she said. “Itʼs
like a trigger... People start to look at
where their consumption” is, she added
noting it also made you aware of the true
costs involved. “Once you know how to
sew your own clothes, you canʼt fathom

that a shirt should be £3 ($4.10, 3.60
euros) anymore.”

ʻMore young peopleʼ 
Viggoʼs “Zadie” jumpsuit is now a top

seller on “The Fold Line”, an online plat-
form selling independently produced
sewing patterns, according to its co-
founder Rachel Walker. Since its launch in
2015, the website has grown from about
20 designers to more than 150 today.
Rosie Scott and Hannah Silvani, who run
a London workshop selling fabrics from
fashion designersʼ unsold stock, have also
seen the resurgence in sewingʼs populari-
ty, particularly among young people. “The
clients have changed,” said Scott.

“More young people have shown inter-
est in sewing-young people who are really
interested in making their own clothes and

making them sustainably.” Women make
up more than 90 percent of the clientele,
she also noted. Customers can choose
from some 700 designer fabrics, sold from
£8 a meter for cotton voile-a sheer, light-
weight cotton fabric-to £110 for the same
length of lace. Orders soared during the
pandemic and are still going strong
despite the lifting of restrictions, Scott said.

Instagram key 
The sectorʼs explosive growth would

not have been possible without Instagram,
where the sewing community has made a
pastime once seen as unfashionable
much more trendy. The photo-sharing plat-
form “is really important”, Baecker said,
allowing sewists to post images of their
designs and engage with each other. This
is what prompted her to join the social net-

work, where she now regularly shares her
latest works. “I found each pattern has a
specific hashtag that you can look up and
then you can see a lot of different people
wearing the same pattern and you can
imagine how it can look on yourself,” she
explained. For example, Viggoʼs
#Zadiejumpsuit-which comes in velvet or
cotton, with or without sleeves-has been
tagged in almost 11,000 posts. Meanwhile,
the hashtag #handmadewardrobe fea-
tures in more than 900,000 posts. With
Baecker sharing so many of her creations,
she has also inspired friends to join the
growing sewing revolution. “That is my
proudest achievement... getting my friends
into sewing as well,” she said. — AFP 

A photograph shows thread rolls displayed at the New Craft House, a sewing workshop studio and designer deadstock fabric
shop in Hackney, East London. — AFP photos

(From left) Rosie Scott and Hannah Silvani, co-founders of The New Craft House, a sewing workshop studio and designer
deadstock fabric shop, pose for pictures in Hackney.

A photograph shows thread rolls displayed at the New Craft House. Molly, prepares an online order at The New Craft House, a sewing workshop studio and designer
deadstock fabric shop in Hackney.



Tuesday, February 22, 2022

G o s s i p

Established 1961 12
L i f e s t y l e

ustin Bieberʼs “Justice World Tour”
will have to hold for a little while.
The singer was set to take the

stage in Las Vegas on Sunday evening,
but the concert has now been delayed

due to an outbreak of COVID-19 among
the pop starʼs team. Bieber himself has
tested positive for COVID-19, reps for the
singer confirmed to Variety. The Vegas
concert has been pushed back a few

months, now setting a date of June 28.
Tickets for the original concert date will
be honored and refunds are now avail-
able for those that elect to seek one out.

J

ame Helen Mirren doesnʼt feel
worthy of a lifetime achievement
award. The 76-year-old

Hollywood legend is set to be honored
with just that at the SAG Awards in Los
Angeles next week, but she has admitted
she doesnʼt believe she is deserving of
such an accolade, despite a storied
career. Mirren already has an Academy
Award and a British Academy Film Award
for her portrayal of Queen Elizabeth II in
ʻThe Queenʼ, a Tony Award and a
Laurence Olivier Award for the same role
in ʻThe Audienceʼ, three BAFTAs for her
performance as DCI Jane Tennison in

ʻPrime Suspectʼ, and four Primetime
Emmys. Of her latest honour, she told the
Mail on Sundayʼs You Magazine: “Itʼs
extraordinary. “I genuinely do not feel I
remotely deserve it, except that Iʼm still
alive and working. Iʼve done some won-
derful films and Iʼve done some pretty
awful films. It took me by surprise, com-
pletely. A great honor.” The ʻDukeʼ star
admitted she is very “self-critical” and
expects to be “found out” any time now.
She confessed: “I think of myself as still
being the way I was in my mind, in my
body, through my twenties, thirties and
forties: struggling, ambitious, frustrated

and self-critical. “I still feel the same per-
son. I wonder if that ever goes? Thereʼs
always that endless, niggling feeling, ʻOh
god, Iʼm going be found out any minute
now. I got away with it that time, but the
next time Iʼll be found outʼ. Because you
can never be absolutely sure that youʼre
that good at what you do.” Mirren added:
“Itʼs not like being a doctor or a surgeon
or an architect or a gardener where you
can look at your work and go, ʻOh yeah,
thatʼs really good.ʼ Itʼs a much more
mutable thing, our job.”

D

atthew Perryʼs upcoming
memoir wonʼt “sugarcoat” the
“tougher times” with his

ʻFriendsʼ co-stars. The 52-year-old
actor - who played Chandler Bing on
the legendary US sitcom - is set to
release the tell-all tome, ʻFriends,
Lovers and the Big Terrible Thingʼ,
and itʼs said to be a “juicy read” as
the star dishes on the ups and
downs of his time on and off the
screen. A source told Us Weekly: “It
wasnʼt always a bed of roses for
Matthew on and off the ʻFriendsʼ set.
“And Matt isnʼt going to sugarcoat
the tougher times that he went
through with the cast.” The insider
added: “Itʼs not going to be salacious
or mean, just totally honest. “But giv-
en the nature of Mattʼs life and his
experiences, that guarantees this
will be an incredibly juicy read!” Itʼs
anticipated that Matthew will open
up on the ʻFriends: The Reunionʼ
special last year, which saw him
reunite with Jennifer Aniston [Rachel
Green], Courteney Cox [Monica
Geller], David Schwimmer [Ross
Geller] Lisa Kudrow [Phoebe
Buffay], and Matt LeBlanc [Joey
Tribbiani]. Matthew recently admitted
he feels grateful he has “lived to tell
the tale” of his life. The actor admit-
ted he has experienced some
“highs” and “lows”, and he is pleased
to be able to tell fans his story, but
he also admitted there were times
when it looked as though he would
never get the chance to speak about
his life. After sharing the cover and
title of his upcoming autobiography,
which is released in November, he
said: “So much has been written
about me in the past. I thought it was
time people heard from me. “The
highs were high, the lows were low.
But I have lived to tell the tale, even
though at times it looked like I
wouldnʼt. And itʼs all in here.”
Matthew then jokingly said sorry that
his forthcoming tome is “not a pop-
up book”. The star first revealed in
October that he is to release an
autobiography, admitting it is time to
tell his own story “directly from the
horseʼs mouth”. He said at the time:
“There has been so much written
about me by others in the past. I
thought it was time people heard it
directly from the horseʼs mouth. In
this case, the horseʼs mouth being
me.” Matthew is said to have
penned a seven-figure deal with
Flatiron Books, a division of
Macmillan, for the upcoming mem-
oir. The star previously admitted he
felt like he was “going to die” while
shooting every ʻFriendsʼ episode. He
said: “To me, I felt like I was going to
die if they didnʼt laugh. Itʼs not
healthy, for sure, but I would some-
times say a line and they wouldnʼt
laugh and I would sweat and just go
into convulsions if I didnʼt get the
laugh I was supposed to get. Iʼd
freak out.”

Perry won’t 
‘sugarcoat tougher
times he went through’
on show in memoir
M

he American supermodel has
marked her 56th birthday
(20.02.22) with a poignant letter to

“little Cindy” and documented the things
she would tell her if she could. The moth-
er-of-two - who has Presley, 22, and
Kaia, 20, with husband Rande Gerber -
admitted she could be hard on herself
and she would advise young Cindy to not
be “afraid to make a fool of herself” and
“fake it until you make it”. She wrote on
Instagram: “On the eve of another birth-
day, looking back at little Cindy and think-
ing about what I would tell her. “I would
tell her to be kinder to herself, to treat
herself the way she treats her friends. I
would tell her everyone feels nervous in
new situations and sometimes you just
have to fake it ʻtil you make it. “I would tell
her not to be afraid to make a fool of her-
self - dance, sing, etc more - even if she
isnʼt good at it. Laugh as much as possi-
ble. “Risk showing her true self to people
she loves - the payoff is worth it. Practice
gratitude. Keep growing and learning and
becoming ... life is a blessing!” Cindy pre-
viously admitted she expected her model-
ing career to be over by the time she was
25. The brunette beauty always knew life
on the catwalk was typically short-lived so

sheʼs astonished to still be in the spot-
light, more than three decades after she
first began working. She said: “Models
used to be replaced every five years, so I
assumed that at 25 I would have to go
back to school. Here I am at 53! Iʼm rep-

resenting different brands, which is
appropriate, but every time I get my pic-
ture taken, to me, thatʼs modeling.” Cindy
joked she and her fellow modeling icons,
Christy Turlington, Linda Evangelista,
Naomi Campbell, Claudia Schiffer and
Kate Moss, were like a “boy band”
because of how they looked when put
together. She said: “Before Christy, Linda,
Naomi, Claudia, Kate and I, models
werenʼt well known.”It was almost like we
were a new boy band - we were all differ-
ent, but we looked good together.
“Fashion was all about glamazonian
shoulder pads, high heels and strong
women. We didnʼt look like victims, we
looked empowered. I really think that we
felt that way, too.” While the catwalk vet-
eran doesnʼt miss the runway, she does
long for life backstage. She said: “It was
like a slumber party. We were all tired and
a little bit punchy, but real friendships
were formed.” Cindyʼs kids both followed
in their motherʼs footsteps and she joked
sheʼs more well known now for her asso-
ciation with her daughter in particular.
She laughed: “I feel Iʼm most known for
giving birth to Kaia now.”

T

ourteney Cox is not planning to tie
the knot with Johnny McDaid any
time soon. The ʻFriendsʼ star was

previously engaged to the Snow Patrol
rocker - whom she met through mutual
friend Ed Sheeran - in 2014, but the pair
called it off and briefly split before rekin-
dling their romance. Courteney, 57, was
previously married to actor David
Arquette - with whom she has 17-year-
old daughter Coco - between 1999 and
2013. However, she has no desire to
walk down the aisle again just yet.
Speaking to The Sunday Times Style
magazine, she said: “Marriage is a beau-
tiful thing but itʼs not in my brain.” On
what first attracted her to the dashing
musician, 45, she said: “I remember look-
ing over and seeing Johnny playing the
piano and I thought, ʻGod, look at those
eyes.ʼ They were piercing.” On their split,
she said: “It was a really important time
for me to grow and look in, as opposed to
blame.” As well as his good looks, the
ʻScreamʼ star loves how much “love” her
man has for his family. She added: “Iʼve
never met someone who has such a
regard for love. Love for his family, love
for love, love for his relationship. Heʼs a
poet, a writer.” Courteney - who first start-
ed dating Johnny in 2013 - previously
insisted sheʼs “not opposed” to getting
hitched again. She insisted: “I donʼt know.
Iʼm definitely not opposed to it. I just donʼt
think about it.” Courteney previously con-
fessed that it had been tough for herself
and Johnny to maintain their romance
amid the coronavirus pandemic. The
ʻShining Valeʼ star spent lockdown in
California while Johnny was in Europe.
Courteney - who eventually moved to
London in order to be closer to the music
star - said: “People from the UK, they still
canʼt come to America. Youʼre not
allowed in still, which is crazy. “Heʼs been
vaccinated and he canʼt come in. I donʼt
understand it. People can go from Florida
to Los Angeles, no quarantine. I donʼt get
it. I donʼt know why they canʼt come to
America and quarantine the way I did.
“Iʼve been on this five-day test and
release. Iʼm going out tonight, canʼt wait. I
donʼt mean out, just to a restaurant. I just
want to go out - literally, out of the apart-
ment. I have not left [McDaidʼs apartment]
except to get a nose swab at Heathrow
[Airport].”— Bang Showbiz

sherʼs son was born to the sound
of 50 Centʼs ʻIn Da Clubʼ. The 43-
year-old star - who welcomed Sire

Castrello Raymond with girlfriend Jenn
Goicoechea back in October - revealed
that he had prepared a playlist for the
birth, and when the baby entered the
world, the rap legendʼs explicit song came
on. He said: “I came fully prepared. I
brought speakers, I brought batteries, I
had a whole playlist that I worked on for
about two weeks.[And the song that was
playing when the baby was born] was ʻIn
Da Club.ʼ” Usher - who also has daughter
Sovereign Bo, 18 months, with Jenn, as
well a sons Naviyd Ely, 12, and Usher V,
13, with ex-wife Tameka Foster -
explained that he had prepared the music
so carefully this time round after things
had gone awry in the past. He said: “The
first time, I was in charge of the music but
I did a terrible job. I had this phone and a
speaker, but right before we go into the
room, the wi-fi died. I had one song on
my phone so I kept playing it over and
over again and she was like ʻCan you
play another song please?ʼ. It was terri-
ble!” The ʻU Got it Badʼ hitmaker also
went on to reveal that he has two pet
goats which he has named after rappers
LL Cool J and Diddy. 

sla Fisher feels that she does not
get the credit she deserves for her
acting. The 46-year-old star has

claimed that she is often asked about her
husband Sacha Baron Cohen or her
celebrity lifestyle in interviews when she
would prefer to be talking about her own
acting ability. Isla told The Independent:
“Usually it tends to be (questions) about
when I last saw an infinity pool, or details
about my husband. “Without sounding
like a luvvie and getting all ʻthespianʼ, I
did go to clown school. I studied with
Jacques Lecoq, whoʼs a phenomenal
clown teacher. He taught me to think
about (my characters) walk and talk -itʼs
like putting on a costume, and doing that
then informs all the internal work. You
prepare and you prepare, and you try to
be as meticulous as you can.” Isla stars
as a character called Mary alongside
Josh Gad in the new TV series ʻWolf Like
Meʼ and she believes that the comedy-
drama is different from typical shows. The
ʻBlithe Spiritʼ actress said: “Weʼre so used
to seeing romcoms where weʼre only giv-
en the nice bits of people connecting. “It
feels quite original. Love is scary! Once
you give somebody your heart and they
gave theirs, obviously youʼre completely
vulnerable. The show is more an explo-
ration of love mixed with shame and fear.”
Isla added: “I also enjoyed playing Mary
because sheʼs so lonely. Iʼm super gre-
garious, I love people, I socialize whenev-
er I can. Maryʼs the total opposite of me,
and sheʼs got all this baggage and

doesnʼt feel safe being around people.”
Isla also claimed that comedy perform-
ances do not always get the credit they
deserve - especially in the eyes of
awards bodies. She said: “Comedy is the
most vulnerable sort of performance. If
you miss the mark, thereʼs nothing to
catch you. Itʼs not like drama, yet comedy
just isnʼt considered equal to it, particular-
ly in the eyes of the Oscars.”
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By Sajeev K Peter

KUWAIT: The curtain went up on ʻNamaste
Kuwaitʼ, a weeklong cultural festival at the
Indian Embassy on Sunday on the occasion
of Kuwaitʼs National and Liberation Days.
Marking a long cultural history and cher-
ished Kuwait-India partnership, the festival
celebrates the vibrant culture-connect
between the countries during the festive
month of February.

At a glittering function, Indian
Ambassador Sibi George and his spouse
Joice Sibi jointly lighted the traditional lamp
to officially inaugurate the celebration.
Organized by the Indian Embassy in associ-
ation with the Indian Cultural Network (ICN),
the festival is a tribute to the rich cultural
heritage and diversity of both Kuwait and
India.

“Todayʼs event is a celebration of the
vibrant and dynamic partnership between
our two friendly countries, India and Kuwait.
Our ties are time-tested. They have been
built over strong foundations by our peoples
over centuries based on mutual trust and
respect. Over time, nurtured by a vibrant
people-to-people connect and civilizational

affinities, the partnership has blossomed
into a forward-looking dynamic partnership,”
the ambassador said in his inaugural
address.

The celebration commenced with some
dazzling dance performances, delineating
the special bond shared by India and
Kuwait, followed by a segment of musical
performances by well-known artists in
Kuwait. Several Indian artists and students
joined hands in presenting this cultural
extravaganza.

On this special occasion, the ambassa-
dor released a musical album named “Ya
Kuwaithee Marhaba” in three languages:
Arabic, Hindi and Malayalam. A captivating
visual treat, the album is conceptualized
and created by more than a hundred artists.
It seeks to depict Kuwaitʼs rich legacy and
history and highlight India and Kuwaitʼs
deep-rooted relations.

The ambassador conveyed greetings to
Kuwaitʼs leadership, the government and
the people of Kuwait on the occasion of the

National Day and Liberation Day. “In recent
years, we are seeing an increased engage-
ment between our two peoples. This festival
is another effort by the embassy to further
broaden the rich canvas of cultural engage-
ment and further strengthen our already
close civilizational affinities and linkages,”
George said.

“I am confident that this relationship will
continue to prosper and evolve into a new
age, a new India-new Kuwait partnership
connecting the visions of the leadership of

our two countries for mutual development
and progress of the peoples of our two
countries,” he said. This weeklong festival
also marks the 75th anniversary of Indiaʼs
independence and 60th anniversary of
establishment of diplomatic relations
between Kuwait and India. The festival will
continue till Feb 28, 2022 with an impres-
sive array of cultural programs including
music, dance and screening of Indian films.

Indian Ambassador Sibi George inaugurates ëNamaste Kuwaití festival as Joice Sibi looks on.

The ancient capital of Nara in western
Japan is famous for wild deer that
freely roam around a public park in

the heart of the city. The free-roaming deer
are even seen to cross busy streets or visit
houses nearby Nara Park. According to
the Nara Deer Preservation Foundation,
more than 1,100 wild deer, including some

80 fawns, roamed in and around the 5 sq
km park as of July 2021. 

The free-roaming deer have been
believed to be messengers of a god visit-
ing the 1,250-year-old Kasuga Grand
Shrine located in the park. They are pro-
tected under Japanʼs cultural properties
protection law. Visitors can interact with

deer and feed them “deer crackers” called
“shika senbei,” which are sold at JPY 200
($1.7) in nearby shops. The snack, made
from wheat and rice bran, is digestive and
sugar-free. — KUNA 
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Olympian faces punishment 

TAIPEI: Taiwan’s government has denounced one of
its Olympic flagbearers after the speed skater was
seen in an online video wearing the suit of the
Chinese national team, with one lawmaker calling her
attire the “uniform of the enemy”. China and Taiwan
have been at odds for decades as Beijing regards the
island as its territory, vowing to seize it one day-by
force if necessary. Self-ruled, democratic Taiwan is
often held up as a bastion of liberalism but authori-
ties have said Olympian Huang Yu-ting could be
punished after she hit a nerve in January when she
posted a clip of herself in the Chinese suit. She
removed the video following a barrage of criticism,
explaining later that a Chinese friend had given her
the uniform and she wore it “for friendship”. As the
Beijing Winter Olympics drew to a close over the
weekend, an official said Huang will be investigated
and faces “appropriate punishment” at the orders of
Taiwanese Premier Su Tseng-chang. — AFP

India sweep T20 series 

KOLKATA: Batsmen Suryakumar Yadav and
Venkatesh Iyer helped India beat West Indies by 17
runs in the third Twenty20 international on Sunday
to sweep the series 3-0. Yadav, who smashed 65, and
Venkatesh, who made an unbeaten 35, put on 91 runs
for the fifth wicket to guide India to 184 for five after
being invited to bat first in Kolkata. Venkatesh also
took two wickets with his medium-pace as the
bowlers restricted West indies to 167-9 as the hosts
remained unbeaten in the six white-ball matches
including a 3-0 ODI triumph. India, led by Rohit
Sharma who was appointed Test captain on
Saturday to complete his leadership takeover across
formats, will now overtake England as the world’s
number-ranked T20 team. “It was a good challenge
for us to defend in both games, and we did well,”
Rohit said after the clean sweep. — AFP 

Asian golf great dies at 61

SINGAPORE: Kyi Hla Han, one of the biggest fig-
ures in Asian golf both as a player and an official,
has died, it was announced yesterday. The 61-year-
old former Asian Tour number one and executive
chairman died in Singapore on Saturday due to
complications arising from cancer treatment. “Asian
golf has lost one of its greatest players, its greatest
personalities and its greatest leaders,” Cho Minn
Thant, commissioner and chief executive of the
Asian Tour said in a statement. “We will forever
remember Kyi Hla.” Kyi Hla Han, who represented
Myanmar in five World Cups and was pivotal in the
growth of Asian golf after his retirement from com-
petition in 2004, was described in the statement as
“one of the most iconic figures in Asian golf”.
Tributes began to come in from Asia and beyond
with former European Ryder Cup captain Thomas
Bjorn tweeting: “This is real sad news. — AFP

Peterborough’s Ferguson quits

LONDON: Darren Ferguson, the son of Manchester
United legend Alex Ferguson, resigned as manager
of Championship strugglers Peterborough on
Sunday. Ferguson’s final game was a damaging 1-0
defeat at relegation rivals Derby on Saturday.
Peterborough are five points adrift of safety and
without a win in the league since December 11.
Ferguson, who led Peterborough to automatic pro-
motion from League One last season, resigned in a
phone call to co-owner Darragh MacAnthony.
“Myself and my two partners regard Darren as one
of the greatest managers of this football club, most
certainly in the modern era,” MacAnthony said. “I
want to personally thank him for all his hard work on
behalf of the club, particularly in his third spell. “He
dealt with the unquestionable frustration at the sea-
son being cut short due to Covid-19 and then
responding by securing promotion the following
season against all the odds.”— AFP

Temporary concussion substitutes

MANCHESTER: Temporary concussion substi-
tutes are needed to safeguard players because of
the pressure on medical teams to make quick
assessments, the English Professional Footballers’
Association (PFA) said yesterday. On Sunday, Leeds
United’s Robin Koch was substituted 19 minutes
after suffering a head injury that needed to be
bandaged in a 4-2 loss to Manchester United.
Permanent concussion substitutes have been used in
the Premier League for the past year, allowing each
side up to an extra two changes. If players are
replaced they cannot return to the field. In rugby, in
contrast, a substitute comes on while an off-field
head injury assessment is carried out. “The injury to
Leeds United’s Robin Koch demonstrates again that
the current concussion protocols within football are
failing to prioritize player safety,” the PFA tweeted
yesterday. — AFP

Chile’s Niemann wins title 

LOS ANGELES: Joaquin Niemann’s gritty even par
71 was enough to give the 23-year-old Chilean his
second US PGA Tour title on Sunday, a two-shot tri-
umph in the Genesis Invitational at Riviera Country
Club. Niemann couldn’t match the fireworks of the
back-to-back 63s he shot on Thursday and Friday.
But his 19-under total of 265 gave him a two-stroke
victory over world number two Collin Morikawa and
US rookie Cameron Young. Morikawa surged up the
leaderboard with an impressive six-under par 65 for
267, while Young, who started the day three adrift,
carded a one-under 70. “To be honest it was a really
long day today,” admitted Niemann, who was feeling
the pressure to complete a wire-to-wire victory and
claim a second career title after winning at The
Greenbrier in 2019. “I’m so happy it’s finally done.”
Niemann could finally smile as he accepted the tro-
phy from tournament host Tiger Woods. — AFP

PARIS: Marseille slipped to a surprise 2-0 loss to
struggling Clermont at the Stade Velodrome on
Sunday to miss the chance to strengthen their grip on
a top-three place. Jorge Sampaoli’s second-placed
side had won their last two games to move four points
clear of third-placed Nice and five ahead of fourth-
placed Strasbourg coming into the weekend. Nice
edged out Angers 1-0, but Strasbourg were held to a
2-2 draw at Saint-Etienne.

But Marseille passed up the opportunity to create a
seven-point buffer to Strasbourg, as goals in either
half from Mohamed Bayo and Jim Allevinah gave
Clermont a third win in four league games. Marseille
have now won just one of their last five home league
games and were booed off the pitch by their fans. “It’s
hard for us here, we’ve dropped a lot of points,” said
Sampaoli. “We have to correct that and win games at
home. “The whistles are normal. The fans wanted to
see what they came for and we couldn’t give it to
them.”

OM had few clear-cut chances despite dominating
possession, with Dimitri Payet’s shot which was saved
by Ouparine Djoco shortly before half-time the closest
they came to a goal. Victory would have moved the
hosts to within 10 points of Paris Saint-Germain after
the capital giants’ 3-1 loss at Nantes on Saturday, but
the runaway leaders remain 13 points clear. Earlier,
Justin Kluivert scored as Nice won at home to Angers.
The Dutch winger’s smart finish on 19 minutes was his
third goal in as many games.

Nice had lost their past two league games but put
an end to their slide despite Khephren Thuram and
Andy Delort having goals ruled out by VAR. “We
wanted to start the match strongly and try to score
quickly,” said Delort. “It’s a shame the two goals were
disallowed because we wanted to put the match to
bed, but I think we controlled it from start to finish.”
Christophe Galtier’s side visit Strasbourg next week-
end and then play fourth-tier Versailles in the semi-
finals of the French Cup on March 1.

Strasbourg, whose only European Cup appearance
came when they reached the quarter-finals in 1979-80,
lost ground on Nice with their draw against Saint-
Etienne. Ryad Boudebouz gave Saint-Etienne an early
lead but Strasbourg struck twice through Habib Diallo
and Lucas Perrin before Wahbi Khazri’s equalizer
earned the hosts a point. “We keep the points tally
ticking over with one more. The dynamic is very posi-
tive with 16 points from 21 since the start of 2022,” said
Strasbourg coach Julien Stephan.

“We won’t be favorites against Nice because we
weren’t expected to be where we are in the standings
unlike them.” Rennes are two points behind Strasbourg
following a 4-1 win over Troyes, while Bordeaux drew
1-1 against Monaco in David Guion’s first game in
charge. Remi Oudin opened the scoring for Bordeaux,
who played almost an hour with an extra man after
Aurelien Tchouameni’s red card, but an own goal by
Marcelo denied them victory. Montpellier won 1-0 at
Lorient and Reims drew 1-1 with Brest. — AFP

Marseille slump to shock 
home defeat by Clermont

MARSEILLE: Marseille’s French defender Matteo
Guendouzi (left) fights for the ball with Clermont’s
French Beninese defender Cedric Hountondji during
the French L1 football match between Olympique
Marseille (OM) and Clermont Foot 63 on February
20, 2022. — AFP

Nice edge out Angers 1-0; Strasbourg held to a 2-2 draw

Curry wins MVP 
with 16 threes 
LOS ANGELES: Somebody forgot to tell Stephen
Curry that the three-point contest was Saturday as the
Golden State Warriors superstar put on a shooting
clinic to lead Team LeBron to victory in the 2022 NBA
All-Star Game. LeBron James sank the game-winning
basket as his side edged Team Durant 163-160, giving
James his fifth straight all-star win as team captain. But
Curry was the brightest shooting star, winning the
MVP award with a 50-point performance that includ-
ed a record 16 threes in front of a crowd of 19,400 at
Rocket Mortgage FieldHouse in Cleveland, Ohio.

He finished just two shy of Anthony Davis’ single-
game scoring record of 52 points but shattered Paul
George’s previous record of nine threes in 2016. “I
tried, I tried,” said Curry of flirting with the single-
game scoring record, held by Los Angeles Lakers’
Davis who scored 52 points in 2017. “When I get
going the energy picks up. It is pretty special being
back in Ohio. “Obviously this trophy has very special
meaning. I am very humbled, very blessed and I
appreciate it.” The All-Star Game was preceded by the
three-point shooting contest on Saturday, a competi-
tion Curry won in 2021 in Chicago. Karl-Anthony
Towns won this year’s contest, which Curry did not
enter. Curry was booed during the introductions
because of the three titles he won over the Cleveland
Cavaliers with the Warriors. Ohio-born local hero
James nailed the winning shot with a fadeaway jumper
to elevate Team LeBron to the target score of 163.

“I could not have dreamed of that moment, any bet-
ter than the actuality that just happened,” James said.
The 37-year-old was playing in his 18th all-star game,
which ties him with the late Kobe Bryant and moves
him to one shy of the record held by Hall of Famer
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar. James was one of two captains,
the other being Brooklyn Nets star Kevin Durant, who
did not attend the game due to the death earlier
Sunday of his grandmother.

Memphis Grizzlies rising star Ja Morant scored six
points and was one of seven players making their all-
star debut. The other first-time all-stars were the
Charlotte Hornets’ LaMelo Ball, Cleveland Cavaliers
duo Jarrett Allen and Darius Garland, the Golden
State Warriors’ Andrew Wiggins, the San Antonio
Spurs’ Dejounte Murray and the Toronto Raptors’
Fred VanVleet. During Saturday’s halftime, the league
honored the NBA’s 75th Anniversary Team with play-
ers from every decade of the league’s existence in
attendance for the diamond anniversary. The 76 play-
ers who made up the anniversary team-including six
2022 all-stars-have combined for 736 all-star selec-
tions. “I was like a kid in a candy store just watching
all the greats, all the legends,” said Curry of meeting
his boyhood heroes. “That helped me in the third
quarter because I just let loose and had fun. “You
walk around talking to the best of the best, it brings
out the best in you.”—AFP

Burbayea soars at 
Jet Ski World Series 
Final in Thailand
KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti jet ski superstar has repeated
his previous success at Jet Ski World Series with
another championship run at the prestigious major
event, which was held between 2021 and 2022, and
spanned three continents. Mohammed Burbayea has
returned to his home country of Kuwait a back-to-
back champion at the Jet Ski World Series, in the Pro
Runabout Grand Prix racing category.

At the end of the first leg of the tournament he’d set
his sights on winning the championship for a second
time in a row, and he was off to an excellent start, hav-
ing just been crowned the champion at the Eurofinals.
That first round was held in Poland, and proved to him
that the competition was going to remain tough to
beat. He went to America and Thailand for rounds two
and three.

“I’m overjoyed with winning a fierce and challeng-
ing championship.” Burbayea said. The Pro Runabout
Grand Prix category that Mohammed Burbayea com-
petes in is known for its extreme difficulty, high level of
never-ending endurance, and heavy-duty use on the
jet skis, many of which cannot keep up with the stress
of the race.

Even so, Burbayea was able to bring his goal to
fruition, and was, by the numbers, the most consistent
rider in all three country tournaments. Where other
riders occasionally took podium spots, Burbayea was
able to keep his score tally up there, thus remaining
competitive until the last race.   Speaking on how he
achieved such steady consistency throughout the mul-
tiple stages of the tournament, Burbayea pointed to
the efforts of his team, in his typically humble fashion.
“My team is 100% Kuwaiti,” he said. “They’ve been
with me from the start of the competition, going above
and beyond.” 

The Jet Ski World Finals in Pattaya, Thailand, were
taxing on his body, as Burbayea was dealing with nag-
ging back pain. He had to overcome it to remain com-
petitive, and even though he lost a couple of races to
the talented Danish racer Marcus Jorgensen, the
European star was not able to defeat Burbayea for the
World Series title. 

“It was the most challenging starting race and com-
petition of them all.” Burbayea said when asked about
the races at the Thailand World Series. Burbayea com-
municated his deepest thanks and appreciation to the
Kuwait Public Sports Authority, the Kuwait Marine
Sports Club, Kuwait Finance House, Power Sport
Kuwait, Core Build, the M Center for rehabilitation and
physiotherapy, Red Bull Kuwait, and ProRider Garage
Kuwait. 

When Burbayea was asked if he would want to
compete again in the Jet Ski World Series, he said, “I’d
love to go back and defend my title for a third time.”  It
is also certain that his fans would be eager to see him
return to attempt a three-peat performance at the
major event.  Mohammed Burbayea is a world record
breaking professional jet ski racer. He lives and trains
in Kuwait City, Kuwait.  To find out more about
Mohammed Burbayea and the Jet Ski World Series,
follow @RedBullKuwait on Instagram and Twitter, and
@RedBull on Facebook, or visitwww.redbull.com

CLEVELAND: Stephen Curry #30 of Team LeBron
holds the Kobe Bryant Trophy after being named
MVP during the 2022 NBA All-Star Game on
February 20, 2022 in Cleveland, Ohio. — AFP



She Believes Cup:
Kiwi 3 own goals 
lift US to victory
LOS ANGELES: Three own goals by New Zealand
defender Meikayla Moore helped deliver the
reigning Women’s World Cup champion United
States a 5-0 victory Sunday over the Football
Ferns in the She Believes Cup. Moore, who plays
for Liverpool in the English Women’s
Championship, knocked US crosses in the fifth,
sixth and 36th minutes into the Kiwi net. US for-
ward Sophia Smith kicked the ball from the left
side and Moore’s attempt to stop the ball with her
right foot only sent it into the goal.

Seconds later, American defender Sofia Huerta
charged upfield and crossed the ball from the right
wing to the heart of the penalty area, where Moore
deflected it into the goal. US striker Margaret Purce
charged in from the right wing into the penalty area
in the 36th minute and flicked the ball in front of the

goal, where it deflected into the goal off Moore’s left
foot. The 25-year-old from Christchurch slumped
forward, bent at the waist, for several seconds after
watching the third own goal. She was soon replaced
and consoled on the sidelines.

It marked the first match the US women had
ever gotten the benefit of three own goals, their
pressuring early attack a byproduct of settling for
a goal-less draw in their tournament opener
against the Czech Republic. “This game we just
came out with a wad of energy and I think that
was big for us,” Smith said. “There was just more
urgency for us to get in behind and score goals
and create opportunities so I would say overall we
played with energy and urgency.”

US reserve Ashley Hatch nodded home a goal
off a Huerta pass in the 51st minute and Mallory
Pugh scored a final goal off a feed from Hatch
three minutes into stoppage time. The Americans
improved to 17-1-1 in the all-time series against
New Zealand, including a 6-1 US rout at last year’s
Tokyo Olympics. The US women stretched their
home soil unbeaten streak to 64 matches, including
57 triumphs and seven draws. They have kept 16
straight home clean sheets since last surrendering

a goal in a 3-1 win over Japan in 2020’s She
Believes Cup.

Iceland wins 2-1 
The Americans conclude the round-robin tour-

nament on Tuesday against Iceland, which defeat-
ed the Czechs 2-1 in Sunday’s second game.
Natasha Anasi scored in the 11th minute and Selma
Sol Magnusdottir followed in the 18th to give
Iceland a half-time lead. Michaela Khyrova
answered the for the Czechs in the 85th minute but
it was not enough. The US women must defeat
Iceland in order to capture the title, while a draw
on Tuesday will be enough to give Iceland the
crown.

The Football Ferns, who opened with a 1-0 loss to
Iceland, will close against the Czechs in the final
double-header at Frisco, Texas. The tournament
serves as a warm-up for US qualifying for next
year’s Women’s World Cup and the 2024 Paris
Olympics. That North American event will be played
in July at Monterrey, Mexico. New Zealand will
serve as co-hosts with Australia of the 2023
Women’s World Cup, where the United States hopes
to win a record third consecutive crown.—AFP
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Juve’s struggles 
continue despite 
new blood
MILAN: Juventus made a splash in the January trans-
fer window when they snatched hot prospect Dusan
Vlahovic and Switzerland midfielder Denis Zakaria,
but their arrival has yet to provide the hoped-for
boost ahead of today’s Champions League visit to
Villarreal. Massimiliano Allegri’s side travel to Spain as
the only Italian side with a realistic hope of making the
last eight after Inter Milan were beaten 2-0 at the San
Siro by Liverpool on Wednesday. 

However they go into the first leg of their last 16 tie
in unsure form, with results and above all performanc-
es that have left fans unsatisfied with Allegri’s first sea-
son back in black and white. Vlahovic arrived at Juve
to great fanfare after joining from Fiorentina for an ini-
tial fee of 70 million euros ($80.2 million), with Zakaria
arriving three days later on deadline day. Thrown
straight in at the head of the Juve attack, with Alvaro
Morata accommodating by shifting to a wide position,
Serbia striker Vlahovic got off to a blistering start to
life in Turin with a goal just 12 minutes into his debut
against Verona.

But in the three matches since has shown some
growing pains. He struggled to make a mark at
Atalanta last weekend, when Danilo saved Juve from
what would have been a damaging defeat with a stop-
page time header, and was kept almost anonymous by
the impressive Bremer in his new team’s 1-1 derby
draw with Torino on Friday. Allegri substituted
Vlahovic with a quarter of an hour remaining against
Torino and his team in need of a goal to consolidate
their position in Serie A’s Champions League places.

“At Fiorentina he played one match a week and
now it’s a game every three days... it’s part of his
development,” said Allegri. “He needs to get used to
playing every three days, and do it using his tech-
nique and not just his strength. Otherwise he won’t be
able to physically handle playing 95 minutes twice a
week.” After an atrocious start to the season, which
also saw last season’s top scorer Cristiano Ronaldo
leave for Manchester United, Juve have been slowly
creeping up the Serie A table despite some rag-tag
performances.—AFP

BERLIN: Borussia Dortmund captain Marco Reus said
his side had regained their confidence after he inspired
them to a cathartic 6-0 win over Borussia
Moenchengladbach on Sunday, and set his sights on a
Europa League comeback against Rangers in midweek.
“We had to show a reaction today and we did just
that,” said Reus after Dortmund bounced back from
their 4-2 defeat to Rangers with a thumping win over
Gladbach. “We know that we have an all-or-nothing
game on Thursday, and we’ve got our confidence back
now,” he added, looking ahead to the second leg of
their Europa League tie in Glasgow.

The Dortmund captain was involved in five of the six
goals as his side rampaged past Gladbach on Sunday,
scoring two himself and picking up a hat-trick of
assists. The hosts took the lead on 26 minutes when
Donyell Malen forced a save from Yann Sommer and
Reus smashed in the rebound. Malen doubled the lead
shortly afterwards, beating Sommer in a one-on-one
after slipping away from Gladbach’s high defensive line.

Dortmund’s US midfielder Giovanni Reyna left the
pitch in tears shortly after Reus’ goal with an apparent
hamstring problem, but his team continued their charge
after the break. Marius Wolf smashed a brilliant shot in
off the bar to make it 3-0 and 17-year-old Youssoufa
Moukoko added another with a tap-in five minutes lat-
er. Reus, who had set up both of those goals, picked up
his second goal with a neat finish into the bottom cor-
ner 10 minutes from time. Emre Can completed the rout
with a penalty in injury time after Ramy Bensebaini
brought down Wolf in the box.

Lewandowski at the double
Dortmund remain six points behind league leaders

Bayern, who also bounced back from a disappointing
week with a 4-1 win over bottom club Greuther Fuerth.
Bayern, who lost at promoted Bochum last weekend,
came from behind to beat Fuerth thanks to a second-
half brace from Robert Lewandowski. “This was an
important win for us, psychologically and in terms of
the table,” Bayern coach Julian Nagelsmann told DAZN.
Fuerth striker Jamie Leweling was twice denied by
Sven Ulreich after breaking free of the Bayern back
line, before Branimir Hrgota gave his side the lead with
a deflected free-kick shortly before half-time.

Having lost Corentin Tolisso to injury midway
through the first half, Bayern appeared to be facing yet
another miserable afternoon. But the champions
bounced back just seconds after the restart,
Lewandowski bundling the ball over the line from close
range after a sharp run down the right from Serge
Gnabry. They took the lead just after the hour when
Sebastian Griesbeck turned a Thomas Mueller cross
into his own net to score an own goal against Bayern
for the second time this season.

Fuerth refused to roll over, with Max Christiansen
and Marco Meyerhoefer both hitting the post a few
minutes later. Lewandowski ended the resistance 10
minutes from time, nodding the ball in from close
range after Niklas Suele had set him up with a pin-
point header across the face of goal. Eric-Maxim
Choupo-Moting completed the comeback with a
tap-in in injury time. In Sunday’s late game, RB

Leipzig reclaimed fourth place with an impressive 6-
1 win at Hertha Berlin. Leipzig took the lead on 20

minutes when Linus Gechter deflected in Benjamin
Henrichs’ shot.—AFP

Dortmund humiliate Borussia Moenchengladbach 6-0

Bayern and Borussia Dortmund 
return to their winning ways

DORTMUND: Dortmund’s German defender Mats Hummels (center) and Moenchengladbach’s German
defender Matthias Ginter (2nd left) fight for the ball during the German first division Bundesliga football
match between BVB Borussia Dortmund and Borussia Moenchengladbach on February 20, 2022. —AFP

Kuwait cyclist shines 
in ‘Baha Jordan’ rally
KUWAIT: Kuwait cyclist Abdallah Al-Shatti
placed third in the first round of the motorcycles
world championship that was held within the
international “Baha Jordan” rally. Meanwhile,
UAE’s Mohammad Al-Beloushi took the first
place and Jordan’s Abdallah Al-Sabae won sec-
ond place. The second round will be held in Doha,
Qatar in March.

Abdallah Al-Shatti was satisfied with third
place and having the Kuwaiti flag hoisted high in
one of the most important motorcycles rally in the
world adding “competition was difficult especially
that the race covered 600 km and had much nat-
urally difficult topography”. Al-Shatti said he
wish to win first place in Qatar adding “I have a
good idea about the technical levels of competi-
tors, and I will train accordingly to increase
speed and improve physical fitness before enter-
ing the second round.
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Inter Milan miss 
out on top spot
MILAN: Inter Milan missed the chance to reclaim the
Serie A summit on Sunday after falling to a 2-0 home
defeat to giant-killers Sassuolo which allowed AC Milan
to keep top spot. First half strikes from Giacomo
Raspadori and Gianluca Scamacca gave Sassuolo an
impressive win at the San Siro which left Inter two points
behind Milan, who had opened the door for their local
rivals with Saturday’s draw at bottom side Salernitana. It
was the latest triumph for Sassuolo at one of Italy’s big
three after also winning at Milan and Juventus this season.
“We created a lot, and we conceded a fair amount too but
we know we have quality so we faced them head on,” said
Sassuolo coach Alessio Dionisi to DAZN. “That’s what we
wanted to do and we were rewarded for it.”

The ball is now in Napoli’s court in an exciting three-
way title race as Luciano Spalletti’s side, who sit a point
behind Inter in third, can move top on goal difference
with a win at Cagliari on Monday evening. Simone
Inzaghi’s side were missing midfield lynchpin Marcelo
Brozovic and starting centre-back Alessandro Bastoni to
suspension and looked tired after midweek defeat to
Liverpool. “We’ll try to recover some physical and mental
energy. We’re still in the fight, there are still 13 matches
left and we want to keep going.” said Inzaghi.

Inter’s current fragility was exposed in the eighth
minute when after Berardi pinched the ball from Hakan
Calhanoglu he fed Raspadori who hit a low shot which
squirmed home past Samir Handanovic. And Scamacca,
who is hotly tipped to move to Inter alongside teammate
Davide Frattesi in the summer, stunned the home fans
when he drifted into the area unmarked and headed
home his 10th Serie A goal of the season from Hamed
Traore’s inswinging cross. The away side could have
easily been three goals up at the break, as Domenico
Berardi thumped a beautiful shot off the bar in the 38th
minute. However Inter only had themselves to blame for
not having made more of a game of it, as a wave of sec-
ond-half pressure brought enough chances to at least
escape with a draw. The worst offender was Lautaro
Martinez, who left Inter fans opened-mouthed in the
72nd minute when he somehow poked wide with an
open goal at his mercy. —AFP

MILAN: Sassuolo’s Italian goalkeeper Andrea
Consigli (right) jumps for the ball with Inter Milan’s
Bosnian forward Edin Dzeko during the Italian Serie
A football match Inter Milan vs Sassuolo on
February 20, 2022. —AFP

MADRID: Pierre Emerick-Aubameyang
marked his first La Liga start for
Barcelona with a hat-trick on Sunday as
the Catalans thrashed Valencia 4-1 to
climb back into La Liga’s top four.
Aubameyang scored twice in the first half
either side of a Frenkie de Jong tap-in as a
free-flowing Barca hit Valencia with three
goals in 15 minutes before the interval.
And while Valencia briefly raised hopes of
a comeback when Carlos Soler headed
home Bryan Gil’s cross, a long-range Pedri
strike flew in off Aubameyang’s back to
complete an impressive victory.

In his post-match interviews,
Aubameyang believed the fourth goal was
Pedri’s but Barcelona later confirmed the
referee had attributed it to Aubameyang,
giving the Gabonese striker his hat-trick.
It is the 32-year-old’s first treble since
August, when he put three past West
Brom for Arsenal, and the first time anyone
has hit a hat-trick for Barca since Lionel
Messi scored four against Eibar in

February 2020.
“It’s a luxury to have a player like him

arriving for free,” said Sergio Busquets.
“When he arrived he hadn’t played many
minutes but he’s getting them now and I
hope he helps us like he has today
because he’s a great player.” Aubameyang
had made two substitute appearances in
La Liga before starting against Napoli in
the Europa League on Thursday, but this
was his first league start for Barcelona
since having his contract terminated by
Arsenal last month.

The third goal might have been Pedri’s
in all but name but Aubameyang was at his
pin-point best for the first, as he raced
clear and unleashed an emphatic finish.
Xavi singled out Pedri for special praise.
“There’s nobody in the world with his tal-
ent and he’s only 19,” Xavi said.
Barcelona’s quick-fire treble began with a
simple chip over the top from Jordi Alba
but Aubameyang still had work to do, the
striker taming the ball on its third bounce

before firing it high into the net under
pressure from Omar Alderete.

The second was more intricate, a
superb team goal going through Busquets
and Alba before Ousmane Dembele gen-
erously sidefooted across for De Jong to
finish. Dembele was key to the third too, as
his through ball released Gavi, who
crossed to the back post where
Aubameyang tapped in a third. Valencia
thought they had a goal back before half-
time through Soler’s acrobatic finish but
replays showed the ball had rolled out for
what should have been a throw-in during
the build-up.

Martial limps off 
Soler, though, scored shortly after the

restart, heading in Gil’s whipped cross
from the left to revive Valencia, who
pushed for a second, with Soler going
close with a long-range drive. But Pedri
killed their momentum with his wonder-
strike from distance, the youngster curling

a stunning shot from 40 yards off
Aubameyang’s back and into the top cor-
ner, even if goalkeeper Giorgi
Mamardashvili might have done better.
Sevilla had earlier stumbled again at
Espanyol, another slip meaning they have
now won only once in their last five league
games. Rafa Mir put Sevilla in front at
Cornella but Sergi Darder equalised for
Espanyol early in the second half.

Sevilla’s pursuit of a winner was made
harder by Jules Kounde being sent off
with 14 minutes left, although Youssef En-
Nesyri had a golden opportunity in
injury-time, only to see his finish saved.
Anthony Martial, who joined Sevilla on
loan from Manchester United in January,
went off injured in the first half and could
now miss next weekend’s crunch derby at
home to third-placed Real Betis. Betis, in
third, can move two points behind Sevilla
if they win the derby after they beat
Mallorca 2-1 thanks to a late penalty from
Willian Jose. —AFP

VALENCIA: Barcelona’s Spanish forward Adama Traore (left) vies with Valencia’s Spanish defender Toni Lato during the Spanish league football match between Valencia CF and FC Barcelona at the Mestalla stadium
on February 20, 2022. —AFP

Barca climb to La Liga’s top 4
Aubameyang hat-trick fires Barcelona to victory

DUBAI: Novak Djokovic’s season,
derailed in January when he was
deported from Australia, finally started
yesterday in Dubai with the world
number one insisting players in the
locker room “have been positive and
welcoming” on his return. Djokovic
missed the chance to win a 10th
Australian Open, and 21st Grand Slam,
due to the cancellation of his visa in
Melbourne and eventual deportation as
a result of not being vaccinated. He
returns to the tour this week in the
Emirates, where he will be competing
for the first time since the Davis Cup
Finals in Madrid last December.

Ahead of his opening round against
Ital ian wildcard Lorenzo Musetti ,
Djokovic spoke to reporters on Sunday
night about how it feels to be back on
the tennis circuit, and whether there
has been any negative reaction from his
peers. “So far here most of the players
that I’ve seen have been positive and
welcoming. It’s nice to see obviously. I
can’t say that was the case in Australia.
It was a little bit strange. But here it’s
well so far,” the 34-year-old Serb said.

Dubai organizers have dubbed the
first day of the ATP event ‘Magnificent
Monday’ and a couple of other mar-
quee entrants, Marin Cilic and Andy
Murray, will also be in action. But all
eyes wil l  be on Djokovic who last
played in Serbia’s Davis Cup semi-final
defeat by Croatia. Djokovic, who saw
Rafael Nadal win in Australia to claim
a 21st major, is able to play in Dubai as

a coronavirus vaccine is not a require-
ment to enter the United Arab
Emirates.

The Serbian is a five-time winner in
Dubai and he finally starts his season
with a point to prove and his number one
ranking under threat. Even if he wins in
Dubai, Djokovic could lose the top spot,
which he has held since February 2020,
to Daniil Medvedev, who is in action this
week almost 15,000km away in
Acapulco. Even if Djokovic defends his
status this week, his refusal to get vacci-
nated could cause problems and cost him
ranking points, particularly with two
Masters tournaments coming up in the
United States.

‘Follow the rules’ 
He is on the entry list at Indian Wells

from March 7 to 20, even though it is
currently restricted to vaccinated play-
ers. That is followed by the Miami
Open from March 21 to April 3. “I just
have to follow the rules. Whatever
tournament that I’m able to play, I’ll be
trying to get to that country and play
the tournament,” Djokovic said Sunday.
“I really can’t choose right now. It’s
really about where I can go and play.
Wherever I have an opportunity, I’ll be
using probably that opportunity and
going to play because this is what I do,
it’s what I love to do still.”

There are still three more Grand
Slam tournaments to play-French
Open,, Wimbledon and the US Open.
Djokovic is the defending champion at

Roland Garros and the All England
Club. “We all hope that the health crisis
will evolve in a positive direction, but if
that does not change, he will need a
vaccination pass and therefore Novak
Djokovic will not be with us,” at the
French Open, French Sports Minister
Roxana Maracineanu told RTL radio on
Sunday.

Djokovic and Musetti have history,
with the 19-year-old taking the first
two sets off the Serb when they met in
last year’s French Open. Musetti even-
tually retired due to injury with
Djokovic leading the last 16 clash 6-7
(7/9), 6-7 (2/7), 6-1, 6-0, 4-0. Cilic, a
former world number three, will open
the action against Czech qualifier Jiri
Vesely. Murray is on court immediately

before Djokovic, against Australian
Christopher O’Connell.

At 34, former world number one
Murray is playing with a metal hip after
surgery in 2019, and won just a single
game as he was crushed by Spaniard
Roberto Bautista Agut in Qatar last
week. The second seed Andrey Rublev,
fresh from a ninth career tit le in
Marseille at the weekend, faces Briton
Dan Evans on Tuesday. Number three
Canadian Felix Auger-Aliassime has
been drawn against Georgian Nikoloz
Basilashvili and number four Italian
Jannik Sinner wil l  play Spaniard
Alejandro Davidovich Fokina. Last
year’s Dubai winner Aslan Karatsev
wil l  face American Mackenzie
McDonald. —AFP

DUBAI: Serbian Tennis player Novak Djokovic is seen during a training session ahead of
the ATP Dubai Duty Free Tennis Championship in Dubai. —AFP

After Australia furor, Djokovic 
kicks off his season in Dubai
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