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Kuwaitis spared salary cuts;
MP blames expat ‘hoarders’

Kuwait reports 7 deaths, 598 new virus cases * Assembly to hold emergency session

.. Q

KUWAIT: The roads of downtown Kuwait City are eerily empty early in the afternoon during the first day of a total lockdown
yesterday. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

exercises, the armed forces said, with-
oul elaboraling. The vessel had been
towed ashore for “lechnical invesliga-
tions”, it said in a statement, calling on
people to “avoid speculation” until
further information is released. Tasnim
news agency said in an English-lan-
guage tweet that the Konarak was hit

Saudi triples VAT,
suspends handouts;

19 dead as Iran
warship hit by
“friendly fire’

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Rapporteur of the health
and labor committee MP Saadoun
Hammad said the panel agreed to
include a new addition to proposed
amendments to the labor law that
would spare Kuwaiti employees from
potential salary cuts in the sector. The
government had proposed amend-
ments to the labor law to allow dis-
tressed companies to reduce the
salaries of their employees during the
crisis after consulling with the min-
istry of social affairs.

The amendments were reviewed by
the committee last week and as a
result the government withdrew the
bill to make some changes. Saadoun
said the government has not complet-
ed the changes but he proposed to
make a new addition to the bill calling
to spare some 72,000 Kuwaitis
employed in the private sector {rom
any measures, and the committee
agreed.

MP Safa Al-Hashem yeslerday
blamed some expatriates for the
shopping rush ahead of the total lock-
down, adding she was pleased with
what Kuwaitis did “but most of the

chaos was by expats”. She said that
many expals purchased huge quanti-
ties and that some ol them bought
such quantities “with the intention to
resell them”. Health Minister Sheikh
Basel Al-Sabah said yesterday that
the lockdown measures will be
reviewed after 10 days with a possi-
bility of easing the measures, as he
called on the public to abide by the
measures.

The ministry of health yesterday
announced 598 new coronavirus
(COVID-19) infections in the last 24
hours, bringing the total to 9,286 cas-
es, while seven deaths were reported
as well, bringing fatalities up to 65. In
its daily press briefing, Health Ministry
Spokesperson Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad
said 131 patients are in intensive care.
The ministry also announced the
recovery of 178 patients, bringing the
total to 2,907 recoveries. The new
cases include 159 Indians, 140
Egyptians, 87 Bangladeshis, 79
Kuwaitis and the rest of other nation-
alities. Capital governorate recorded
74 cases, Hawally 131 cases, Ahmadi
93, Farwaniya governorate 256 cases
and Jahra 44.

Continued on Page 16

fuel prices halved

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia unveiled plans yesterday
to triple its value added tax and halt monthly
allowances to citizens as part of a series of aus-
terity measures amid record low oil prices and a
coronavirus-led economic slump. The measures,
which state media said would boost state coffers
by 100 billion riyals ($26.6 billion), come as the
government steps up emergency plans to slash
spending to deal with the twin economic blow.
The austerity drive could stir public resent-
ment amid an already high cost of living and
intensily scrutiny of lavish multi-billion dollar
Continued on Page 16

TEHRAN: An Iranian warship was hit
by a friendly fire missile during naval
exercises, killing 19 sailors, state
media and the army said yesterday,
amid tensions with the US in Gulf
walers. The incident involving the
Konarak vessel occurred on Sunday
afternoon near Bandar-e Jask, off the
southern coast of the Islamic republic,
state television’s website said. “The
vessel was hil after moving a praclice
target to its destination and not creat-
ing enough dislance belween itsell
and the largel,” said the channel.
Nineteen crewmen were killed and
15 injured in an “accident” during the

by the missile fired by another Iranian
warship. The vessel had been hit by
“friendly fire’ after Moudge-class
frigate ‘Jamaran’ accidentally shot (it)
with a missile during live firing exer-
cise in Jask area of #PersianGulf
walters”.

The 15 injured were hospitalized in
Sistan and Baluchistan, said
Mohammad-Mehran Aminifard, head
of the province’s medical university.
Two of the sailors were in inlensive
care, he lold the semi-official news
agency ISNA. Iran’s army chiel and
foreign minister offered their

Continued on Page 16

Italian rice puts pasta in
shade during pandemic

ROBBIO, Italy: Europe’s top rice
producer Italy has seen consumption
of the staple rise throughout the
coronavirus pandemic, putting even
pasta in the shade. It's not just popu-
lar at home either - China itsell has
even signed a deal to import Italian
rice. The Chinese have their eyes on
varielies used to make typical risotto
dishes such as medium-grained
Carnaroli, Arborio, Roma or Baldo. “It
is because our rice is belter quality
than that cultivated in China,” says
Stefano Greppi, Pavia province presi-
dent at Italy’s main agricultural union
Coldiretti.

Himsell the owner ol a nearby rice
farm, Greppi welcomes the recent
signing, during the pandemic, of an
agreement allowing Italy, which pro-
duces more than hall of European rice
output, to export rice to China. That is

a boon for producers in the provinces
of Pavia, Lombardy, Vercelli and
Novara (both in Piedmont) which
account between them for 95 percent
of national production. “IU’s a bit like
selling ice cream to the Eskimos,”
quipped daily Il Corriere della Sera
the day after the export protocol was
signed in April.

“The doors of the huge Chinese
markel are opening to rice (and risot-
to) cultivated in the countryside
around Pavia,” added the newspaper,
explaining that “native imitations of
[talian risotto” already exist in China.
Spread over 220,000 hectares and
cultivated by 4,200 producers in all,
Italian rice production tolals an annu-
al 1.5 million tons. The country boasts
more than 200 varieties in all, each
with its own peculiarities.

Continued on Page 16

Europe begins
reopening; Asia
infections spike

PARIS: Swathes of Europe began the long
process of re-opening from coronavirus
lockdowns yesterday, but the first new
infections in weeks at China’s ground zero
olfered a sobering reminder of the dangers
of a second wave of cases. The mixed for-
tunes illustrated the high-wire act govern-
ments face across the globe as they try to
gel economies moving while keeping in
check a pandemic that has now killed more
than 280,000 people.

As Britain plotted a path to normality
and France and Spain basked in a relax-
alion of restriclions, the Chinese cily
where the pandemic was born reported a
second day ol new cases aller a month
without sign of the virus. And neighboring
South Korea announced its highest num-
ber of infections for more than a month

JASK, Iran: A handout picture provided yesterday shows the damaged
Konarak vessel, hit by a friendly fire missile during naval exercises,
docked at Jask port in southern Hormozgan province. — AFP

ALLAHABAD, India: Migrant laborers carry their belongings as they walk on the
roadside to reach their hometown by foot during a government-imposed nationwide
lockdown as a preventive measure against the coronavirus yesterday. — AFP

driven by a cluster in a Seoul nightlife dis-
trict. With millions oul of work and
economies shattered, governments are
desperate to hit the accelerator, but most
are choosing a gradual approach as fears
about a resurgence of the virus linger.

In Britain, Prime Minister Boris Johnson

said it was too soon for the country to lift
its lockdown but he offered hope by
unveiling a “conditional plan” to ease
curbs in England during the months ahead.
Johnson said the restrictions had brought
“a colossal cost to our way of life” but it
Continued on Page 16
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Kuwait FM delivers message
from Amir to Qatari Amir

Deputy FM receives message from Iranian president to Amir

DOHA/KUWAIT: Kuwait's Foreign Minister Sheikh
Dr Ahmad Nasser Mohammad Al-Sabah conveyed a
verbal message [rom His Highness the Amir Sheikh

Jarallah meets
French
diplomat

Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah meets with Iranian ambassador to
the State of Kuwait Mohammad Irani.

— T

i

Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Mohammad Al-Sabah
meets with Qatar’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Mo-

aba hammad Al Thani.

Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to Qatari Amir
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, in Doha on Sun-
day. The message deals with ways of further cement-
ing and developing bilateral relations, as well as issues
of mutual interest, Kuwail’s foreign ministry said in a
statement. Sheikh Dr Ahmad also met with Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Moham-
mad Al Thani, it added.

Separately, Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-
Jarallah on Sunday received a message [rom the Iran-
ian ambassador to the State of Kuwait Mohammad
Irani. The message is addressed to His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

from Iranian President Hassan Rouhani. The deputy
foreign minister and the Iranian ambassador, during
the meeting, discussed bilateral relations, develop-
ments on regional and international arenas in light of
spread of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). Mean-
while, Jarallah on Sunday mel the French charge d’af-
faires to the State of Kuwait Elisabeth Barbier,
discussing bilateral relations and regional and inter-
national developments in light of efforts against the
novel coronavirus (COVID-19). The meelings were
allended by the assistant foreign minister for the
deputy foreign minister bureau’s affairs, Ambassador
Avham Al-Omar. — KUNA

Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah meets with the French charge d’af-

faires to the State of Kuwait Elisabeth Barbier.

COVID-19:
Staying at home

By Abdellatif Sharaa

local@kuwaittimes.com

ow it is obvious that COVID-19 is hanging

N on tough, and is infecting people one way

or another despite efforts exerted by many

governments, and Kuwait is no exception. Countries

are making progress, but just one mistake and no

compliance by some people have caused setbacks,
and the numbers took the curve to higher levels.

There is no denial that COVID-19 imposed its
own curfew on people by limiting their movement,
making them spend time at home and changed the
style of living of communities. Economies around the
world were rattled as the spread of infection contin-
ued, making people sad and down on themselves.
There are those who are already suffering from de-
pression and other related conditions.

A report on the BBC spoke about preemptive
moves that can be taken daily to improve the mood,
even during limes when worries and fears are high.
Many international experts in psychology have
given practical daily advice to help in dealing with
psychological stress in a better way. Some of the
best pieces of advice may be surprising due to their
simplicity.

When you become concerned with a certain
issue that brings fear Lo you, be it the spread of the
novel coronavirus, climate change or any other issue,
you will find yourself compelled to follow the news
and its development almost all the time. Yet a study
showed that reviewing the incident that causes
stress over and over again is linked to hypertension
and low mood conditions, so diverting attention and
ceasing Lo think about the reasons for the stress may
help reduce hypertension to normal rates.

One important thing that we must be aware of -
although meditation may help many overcome psy-
chological pressure, it may increase anxiety and ten-
sion in others. Some people may consider meditation
as an opportunity to ruminate on negative ideas and
may find it difficult to stop thinking about the inci-
dents causing anxiety and psychological pressure
when attempting to clear their minds, and it may be
better for them to divert attention to other necessary
mallers.

Final word: “Hope is the strength by which a
shattered world shall emerge into the light.” — Anon

KUWAIT: Kuwail has recorded 8,688 cases
infected with the novel coronavirus (COVID-
19) as of Sunday, in addition Lo 58 deaths. With
the exceplion of 114 cases in intensive care, all
infected cases are in stable condition and are
recovering in quarantined locations desig-

while hundreds have been discharged [rom
quarantine alter exhibiling no symptoms dur-
ing their 14-day quarantine period, the Min-
istry of Health confirmed. Meanwhile, 2,729
people have recovered completely after pre-
viously being infected with the virus, while
there are 4,952 people receiving treatment
and 4,715 quarantined.

Curfew

IKuwait imposed a total curfew from May 10
to May 30, allowing room for people to walk
out for daily exercise between 4:30 pm to 6:30
pm, and to shop at co-ops and supermarkets
once every six days during the curfew hours by
making an appointment through
www.moci.shop. Earlier, Kuwait enforced a
country-wide partial curfew from 5:00 pm to
6:00 am, which was later extended to start
from 4:00 pm until 8:00 am during Ramadan,
while allowing restaurants and food stores Lo
make home deliveries from 5:00 pm until 1:00
am. The government also locked down Mah-
boula and Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh in a bid Lo con-
tain the spread of the virus and enable health
workers to test inhabitants. Earlier, the govern-
ment decided to close all shopping malls,
beauly salons and barber shops as part of ils
measures to prevent the spread of the coron-
avirus. The government also allowed supermar-
kets, restaurants and shops to host a maximum
of five people at a time and in case there are
lines, the distance must be at least one meler
between people. The Ministry of Commerce
launched a website (www.moci.shop) to enable
people to book appointments to shop at co-
operative societies in their areas. The Public
Authority for Industry also announced that
companies can apply to evacuate their workers
from Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh and Mahboula. To do
so, they must fill a workers evacualion form
available on www.pai.gov.kw, and send the

nated by the government for this purpose,

form via email to: Jasiri@moh.gov.kw.

Precautions

KKuwail halted all commercial flights until
further notice, and has sent special flights to
repatriate Kuwaitis back home from countries
affected with the virus’ spread. Kuwait took all
measures to test Kuwaitis repatriated from in-
fected areas for potential infection. Kuwait had
required all expatriates who arrived from travel
on March 1 and bevond to visit Kuwail Inter-
national Fairground where the Ministry of
Health has set up a center to test people for
possible infection. Meanwhile, the Cabinet an-
nounced on April 9 the operation of all airline
flights for expals who are wishing lo relturn
back to their countries. Authorities also an-
nounced a public holiday in the country from
March 12 to May 28, with work resuming on
May 31, while entities providing vital services
will remain open. Meanwhile, the Ministry of
Education has suspended classes for March at
all public and private schools (for both stu-
dents and teaching staffs); first from March 1
to March 12, and later extended it until March
29, before eventually suspending schools until
August for grade 12 and Oclober for other
stages. State departments have been on high
alert to take precautions against the potential
spread of the virus. The Ministry of Commerce
and Industry has laken measures Lo make sure
that facial masks, hand sanitizers and other
goods remain accessible to the public.

Kuwait suspended issuing entry permits and
visas unless those issued through diplomatic
missions. The Inlerior Ministry issued an
amnesly allowing residency violators to leave
the country between April 1 and April 30 with-
outl paying any fines or airfare with a chance to
return to KKuwait later. The amnesty was issued
in view of the circumstlances the counlry is cur-
rently going through and as part of the precau-
lionary measures laken Lo fight the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19). During the amnesty
period, individuals desiring to procure valid
residencies in Kuwait and were willing to pay
the fines without being subjected to investiga-
tions were allowed to pay the fines and legalize
their status if they meet the required conditions.

Coronavirus in Kuwait: What we know so far

Hotlines

The Ministry of Health has set the following
hotlines to receive inquiries about the coron-
avirus  24/7: 24970967 - 96049698 -
99048619.

The Education Ministry set the following
hotlines to receive inquiries on school closures
related to the anti-coronavirus measures:

- 24970967 (24/7 hotline)

- 51575591 (Capital Educational Zone)

- 51576117 (Hawally Educational Zone)

- 51576576 (Farwaniya Educational Zone)

- 51577055 (Jahra Educational Zone)

- 51577655 (Ahmadi Educational Zone)

- 51577951 (Mubarak Al-Kabeer Educational
Zone)

- 51578171 (Religious Studies Department)
- 51588599 (Private Education Department)
- 51592515 (Services Department)

- 51594544 (Public Relations Department)

Medicine delivery

Kuwail’s Ministry of Health (MOH) launched
a new medicine delivery service for people in
Kuwait, which they can use to order medica-
lions Lo be delivered during curfew hours. The
medications will be delivered within 72 hours
after the order is submitted. To place an order,
patients should send a WhatsApp to the num-
bers for the hospitals and medical centers as
listed below. The patient should include their
name, Civil ID number, hospital or clinic file
number, mobile phone number and the medi-
cine needed Lo the following numbers:
Amiri Hospital: 50880699
Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital: 50880755
Farwaniya Hospital: 50880852
Adan Hospital: 50880908
Jahra Hospital: 50881066
Sabah Hospital: 97632660
Jaber Hospital: 96992079
Ibn Sina Hospital: 99613948
Chest Hospital: 99258749
Razi Hospital: 97633487
KKuwait Cancer Control Center: 96735242
Psychiatric Hospital: 97350113
Physiotherapy Hospital: 99824037
Maternity Hospital: 98559531

Asad  Al-Hamad
98514508

Zain Hospital: 97552031

NBK Hospital: 96931761

Al-Rashed Allergy Hospital: 94162470
Infectlious Diseases Hospital: 96989164
Palliative Care Hospital: 94024786

Sabah Al-Ahmad Urology Center: 90952469

Dermatology  Center:

KFH Addiction Treatment Center: 94169363

Meanwhile, all licensed pharmacies in
Kuwail delivering medicine are allowed Lo con-
tinue their services 24 hours a day. The Min-
istry of Health is also asking doclors and
nurses affiliated with the private medical sector
Lo volunteer in order Lo contribute Lo the fight
against the virus. Volunteering is available
through the link: http://volunteering.q8-
chealth.com. The ministry had closed all private
clinics and medical centers effective March 22,
2020 until further notice.

Mental health assistance

The Kuwail Psychological Associalion
(KPA) is providing consultation through the
phone for people suffering from the psycho-
logical impacts of coronavirus. Different doc-
tors are working on the hotline in different
limings as [ollows:
Dr Rashed Al-Sahl: on Monday and Wednes-
day 10:00 am - 1:00 pm. Call 9797-6168.
Dr Fahad Al-Tasha: daily from 8:00 pm - 12:00
am. Call 9904-8258.
Dr Othman Al-Asfour: daily 5:00 pm - 8:00
pm. Call 9938-5350.
Dr Mohammed Al-Khaldi (head of this team):
daily 9:00 am - 12:00 pm. Call 9903-6470.
Dr Ahmad Al-Khaldi: daily 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm.
Call 9910-7965.
Dr Muneera Al-Qattan: Monday and Wednes-
day 9:00 am - 1:00 pm. Call 9953-3108.
Dr Zainab Al-Saffar: Sunday and Thursday
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm. Call 9954-9908.
Dr Sameera Al-Kandari: Tuesday 9:00 pm -
12:00 am. Call 6770-9434.
Dr Kawthar Al-Yaqout: Monday and Wednes-
day 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm. Call 5521-0088.
For information and other concerns, call 9401-
4283.
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Interior Minister urges servicemen
to implement curfew in decisive manner

Charges filed against volunteer for beating worker

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Deputy Premier and Interior Minister Anas
Al-Saleh called Sunday on servicemen to deal in a
decisive manner with people violating the full curfew
that entered [orce on Sunday. “Government resolu-
tions achieve security of citi-
zens and expatriates, and
saleguard their salely and
wellbeing,” Saleh, also Minis-
Ler of State for Cabinel Affairs,
said during a meeting with se-
curily and military leaders.
The meeling aimed al follow-

Drug dealer

servicemen, and urged them Lo be vigilant, it said. The
meeling was allended by Kuwait Army chief of Stalf
General Mohammad Al-Khodhr, MoI’s Undersecre-
lary General Essam Al-Nahham, Undersecrelary of
Kuwail National Guard General Hashem Al-Rifae and
Direclor General of Kuwail Fire Services Direclorale
General Khaled Al-Mekrad.
Meanwhile, the Ministry of
Interior said Sunday it filed
charges against a volunteer
who was seen on video while
assaulting a gas slation
worker. The ministry said il
summoned the volunteer -

arrested

ing up implementation of the
full curfew which aimed at
curbing spread of the novel coronavirus, the Ministry
ol Interior said in a stalement. The meeling louched
upon deployment of security and military personnel
nalionwide Lo make sure the curfew was properly im-
plemented, and to monitor violations, added the
statement. Saleh commended the deployment of the

whose name, nalionalily nor
age were disclosed - afler a
video circulated on social media showing him bealing
a worker of the gas stlation. Securily authorilies called
the volunteer and filed charges against him, il said.
In other news, police arrested a businessman with
possession of one million Captagon tablets, the inte-
rior ministry announced. A firearm was also found

KRCS delivers aid to poor in Lebanon

BEIRUT: Kuwait Red Crescent Society on Sunday dis-
tributed relief supplies to poor Lebanese and Syrian fam-
ilies in various regions of the country. The reliel
coordinator at the Lebanese Red Cross, Yousel Boutros,
said that the KRCS started delivering the needed supplies

to 4,400 Lebanese and Syrian families, in coordination
with the KRCS and the Kuwait embassy in Lebanon. He
alfirmed signilicance of the humanilarian iniliatives by the
Kuwaiti leadership and people that came at a time the
Lebanese people and the Syrian refugees suffered from

Medical supplies arrive from China

KUWAIT: A Kuwaili military aircrall arrived in
China’s Quanzhou International Airport Sunday
to ship out medical supplies as part of air bridge
between the two countries. In a statement to the
press, Kuwait’s Ambassador to China Sameeh
Hayat affirmed that the plane was the 10th in the

The medical supplies are being loaded on a plane to
be shipped to Kuwait.

schedule of providing the country with medical
supplies to enhance its strategic stock. “Each
shipment carries approximately 50 to 55 tons of
medical and preventive supplies,” he pointed oul.
Hayat noted that this trip came as part of a series
of efforts and tasks carried oul by the Ministry

KUWAIT: This photo released by the Interior Ministry
shows a businessman arrested with possession of
one million Captagon tablets.

with the suspect. The man was taken to the proper
authorities for questioning on drug possession, lral-
ficking and other charges.

hard living conditions. These hardships have been aggra-
valed with outbreak of the coronavirus. Need for essen-
tial supplies particularly increases during holy month of
Ramadan.The KRCS sponsors a number of humanitarian
programs in Lebanon. — KUNA

of Defense, thanks for its cooperation and per-
manenl coordination with the Ministry of Health,
with the aim of providing various medical equip-
ment during such health conditions that the
counlry and the world as a whole are going
through. — KUNA

Hyperlink for medical permits

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Civil Informa-
tion (PACI) issued on Sunday the hyperlink, en-
abling individuals to obtain medical permits during
the lockdown, which lasts until May 30. A press
release by PACI revealed that the link
(https://curfew.paci.gov.kw) will allow individuals
Lo gain permils for hospitals and clinics.Those vi-
olating the conditions of obtaining permits will
face legal action, it affirmed.

L
Elderly shopping

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Commerce announced
that starting from yesterday, elderly people can
book an appointment to shop from co-operative
societies by calling 101 from 9 am till 9 pm. The
appointment booking service is also available on-
line at www.moci.shop.

|
Expats’ flights

KUWALIT: The Directorate General of Civil Avia-
Llion announced that five flights were scheduled to
depart Kuwait International Airport yesterday.
They include one flight to Doha, three flights to
Egypt, and one flight to Syria, with a total of 930
passengers. Meanwhile, the civil aviation authority
announced that expatriates’ evacuation is contin-
uing from Kuwait International Airport, as 128
flights have been operated since March carrying
19,042 expats.

Municipality allows
home delivery
of groceries

KUWAIT: Kuwail Municipality announced vesterday
that grocery stores are permitted to deliver foodstuffs
and other commodities Lo nearby residents during the [ull
curfew enacted Sunday afternoon. The permission is
based on a decision by the cabinet in this regard, the mu-
nicipality said in a statement on Monday. No vehicle can
be used in the home delivery of groceries, it said, noling
that the grocery stores are not allowed to receive shop-
pers. It affirmed that only the grocery stores located in
investment areas could benefit from the decision and de-
liver items to consumers during the morning shift (from
8:00 am. to 4:00 pm) and the night shift (from 8:00 pm
to 1:30 am). The municipality highlighted the need of con-
tinued commitment by the grocery workers to the public
health regulations, including putting on facemask and
gloves. It noted that it welcomes complaints or inquiries
via the WhatsApp number 65965744. — KUNA

Stay safe. Stay home. Stay informed

KuwaitTimes oo @ 94488888
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Cooking gas supplies sulficient
for the long haul: KOTC
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KUWAIT: Kuwait has taken all necessary precau-
tions with relevant authorities to ensure steady sup-
plies of gas canisters to customers. Kuwait Oil Tankers
Company (KOTC) said in a statement on Sunday that

=
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it has stockpiles of liquefied gas canisters sufficient for
the local market for a long time. The company plants
are pursuing their strategic role for meeting the state
needs for gas. People had rushed to cooking gas can-
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ister shops al co-operative societies on Saturday and
Sunday, as a panic-buying wave hit the country as
soon as the cabinel announced on Friday a lotal cur-
few from Sunday afternoon until the end of the month.

Large crowds of people were seen at major food, gro-
cery and other oullets during the two days leading Lo
the curfew, hampering government efforts to curb the
spread of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19).

KUWAIT: Long lines of people queue in front of bakeries, co-op societies and currency exchange offices
s in Kuwait on Sunday, a day after Kuwaiti authorities announced a 20-day total lockdown due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. —Photos by Fouad Al-Shaikh and Yasser Al-Zayyat
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- - KUWAIT: A scene from the old times showing Kuwaitis’ aspects of simple daily life, including architecture and people’s clothing. (Source: Kuwait in Black and White by: Basem Aloujani, 2008. Researched by Mohammed Zakaria Abu El-
Ella, Researcher in Heritage, the Ministry of Information)

Ooredoo distributes Girgian gifts
to frontliners at Jaber Hospital

And to its customers in collaboration with Talabat

KUWAIT: Ooredoo Telecom, the first to in-
troduce innovative digital services in Kuwait,
celebrated Girgian differently this year amid
the ongoing COVID-19 siluation in the
country. The Company distributed Girgian
gifts to frontline staff at Sheikh Jaber Hospi-
tal; stemming from its Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility initiatives and its commitment to
supporting the government and its entities.
Ooredoo, in collaboration with Talabat, was
also keen on celebrating Girgian with its
customers during these unprecedented
times by delivering a Girgian gift with every
order placed across Kuwail. This initiative
comes to reiterate Ooredoo’s commitment to
joining all segments of sociely in the evenls
that matter to them the most.

Commenting on this iniliative, Senior Di-
rector of Corporate Communications at
Ooredoo Kuwait, Mijbil Al-Ayoub noted that
this initiative is in alignment with the Com-
pany’s Corporate Social Responsibility
strategy to support the society at all times
throughoul the year, and across all seclors.
This has been Ooredoo Kuwail’s stralegy
since day one, and the company is commit-
ted to provide society and the nation with all
the support needed
under any circum-
stances.

It is worth men-
lioning that Ooredoo
Kuwait has reaf-
firmed its [ull support
of the government
and its entilies in light
of the COVID-19

Girgian with
every order o

Mijbil Al-Aayoub

L

staff treating them at Aqua Marine Resort,
Sea Shell Resort, and Khalifa Resort. This in-
cluded stafl from the Ministry of Health,
Council of Ministers, and the Red Crescent
Society. The company also gifted SIM cards
which included free internet and free calls to
cilizens returning Lo Kuwail on repalriation
{lights to use during the medical quarantine
period.

Ooredoo Kuwail has recently launched
the ProPing Online
Gaming Tournament,
in which gaming en-
thusiasts compete in
the online game ‘Call
Duty- Modern
Warfare’ from their
homes in a purely
digital environment.
The tournament is

outbreak in the coun-
try through an array of initiatives while en-
suring thal cuslomers are slaying home as
per Government directives. The company
realfirmed its support by collaborating with
the Information Technology Regulatory Au-
thority (CITRA) by providing customers
with free 5GB internel and [ree calls for one
month. At the beginning of the outbreak, the
company gifted its customers in Ministries
and Governmenlal Organizalions which in-
clude the Ministry of Health, Ministry of In-
terior, Civil Defense, Kuwait Police, Kuwait
Airways and the Direclorate General of Civil
Avialion [ree internel valid throughout the
month of March in appreciation for their
greal ecfforts during the Coronavirus
(COVID-19) situation in the country.
Ooredoo Kuwait also provided its serv-
ices to the Kuwait Union of Consumer Co-
operative Societies and to the General
Directorate of Civil Defense. And under the
umbrella of Corporate Social Responsibility,
Ooredoo Kuwait gifted all mothers under
health quarantine and the medical staff treat-
ing them at Sheikh Jaber Hospital on the oc-
casion ol Mother’s Day; in addition Lo gifling
all patients under health quarantine and the

aligned with the com-
pany’s ‘Be Safe. Be Home. Be Online’ cam-
paign. The campaign features an array of
digital offers and services designed to sup-
port customers and to ensure they are well
connecled and informed during the Coron-
avirus outbreak in the country. The digital
offers and services provided by Ooredoo
Kuwait include subscription to any Ooredoo
Surprise offer on My Ooredoo App, enjoy-
ing the best music, series, movies, and
games, recharging online, joining ANA and
free SIM delivery to customers’ doorsteps,
and amazing benefits from Shamel. Cus-
Lomers can also view Ooredoo’s services as
well as exclusive offers and their subscrip-
tion data online through the MyOoredoo
application and the Company website Oore-
doo.com.kw in addition to contacting our
call center through 121 around the clock for
all enquiries and services.

Ooredoo Kuwait reaffirms its keenness to
adhere to all instructions issued by the offi-
cial authorities in Kuwait related to the cur-
rent situation, confirming its cooperation and
its complete readiness to implement the pro-
cedures followed in this regard during the
coming period.

Supplications
for Ramadan

By Dr Teresa

rophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said, “Three
Psupplications will not be rejected (by Almighty God),

the supplication of the parent for his child, the sup-
plication of the one who is fasting, and the supplication of
the traveler. [at-Tirmidhi] . Because Ramadan is the month
of fasting, it is one of the best times to supplicate to our Cre-
ator for whatever our hearts desire. Allah says in the Quran,
“When My servants ask you concerning Me, I am indeed
close: I respond to the dua of every suppliant when they call
on Me” (2:186). We should take care to ask our Creator for
things that are really important and valuable, not things that
may eventually lead us to wrongdoing. God has given us
some good suggestions of what to pray for, such as the fol-
lowing ones taken from the Quran.

1. Our Lord! Grant us good in this world and good in the
life to come and keep us safe from the torment of the Fire
(2:201)

2. Our Lord! Bestow on us endurance and make our
foothold sure and give us help against those who reject faith.
(2:250)

3. Our Lord! Take us not to lask il we forgel or fall into
error. (2:286)

4. Our Lord! Lay not upon us such a burden as You did
lay upon those before us. (2:286)

5. Our Lord! Impose not on us that which we have not
the strength to bear, grant us forgiveness and have mercy
on us. You are our Protector. Help us against those who deny
the truth. (2:286)

6. Our Lord! Let not our hearts deviate from the truth
after You have guided us, and bestow upon us mercy from
Your grace. Verily You are the Giver of bounties without
measure. (3:8)

7. Our Lord! Forgive us our sins and the lack of modera-
tion in our doings, and make firm our steps and succor us
against those who deny the truth. (3:147)

8. Our Lord! Forgive us our sins and efface our bad deeds
and take our souls in the company of the righteous. (3:193)

9. Our Lord! Place us not among the people who have
been guilty of evildoing. (7:47)

10. Our Lord! Pour out on us patience and constancy, and
make us die as those who have surrendered themselves unto
You. (7:126)

11. Our Lord! Make us not a trial for the evildoing folk,
and save as by Your mercy from people who deny the truth
(10:85-86)

12. Our Lord! Bestow on us mercy from Your presence
and dispose of our affairs for us in the right way. (18:10)

13. Our Lord! Grant that our spouses and our offspring
be a comfort Lo our eyes, and give us the grace Lo lead those
who are conscious of You. (25:74)

14. Our Lord! Forgive us our sins as well as those of our
brethren who proceeded us in faith and let not our hearts
entertain any unworthy thoughts or feelings against [any of]

those who have believed. Our Lord! You are indeed full of
kindness and Most Merciful (59:10)

15. Our Lord! In You we have placed our trust, and to You
do we turn in repentance, for unto You is the end of all jour-
neys. (60:4)

16. Our Lord! Perfect our light for us and forgive us our
sins, for verily You have power over all things. (66:8)

17. Our Lord! Accept this from us. Indeed, you are the
Hearing, the Knowing. (2:127) Our Lord, and make us Mus-
lims, [in submission] to you, and from our descendants a
Muslim nation to you. And show us our rites [of hajj and
umra] and accept our repentance. Indeed, you are the ac-
cepling of repentance, the Merciful. (2:128)

18. You are our Protector, so forgive us and have mercy
upon us; and You are the best of forgivers. (7:155)

19. And decree for us in this world [that which is] good
and in the Herealter; indeed we have turned back lo you.
(7:156)

20. Creator of the heavens and earth, you are my protec-
tor in this world and the Hereafter. Cause me to die a Mus-
lim and join me with the righteous. (12:101)

21. My Lord, make me an establisher of prayer, and
[many] from my descendants. Our Lord, and accepl my
supplication. (14:40)

22. Our Lord, forgive me and my parents and the believ-
ers the day the account is established. (14:41)

23. My Lord, have mercy upon [my parents] as they
brought me up [when I was] small. (17:24)

24. My Lord, increase me in knowledge. (20:114)

25. My Lord, I seek refuge in You [rom the incitements
of the devils and I seek refuge in You my Lord, lest they be
present with me. (23:97-98)

26. Our Lord, we have believed, so forgive us and have
mercy upon us, and You are the Best of the merciful. (23:109)

27. Our Lord, avert from us the punishment of Hell. In-
deed, its punishment is ever adhering. Indeed, it is evil as a
settlement and residence. (25:65-66)

28. My Lord, grant me authority and join me with the
righteous. And grant me a mention [reputation] of honor
among later generations. And place me among the inheritors
of the Garden of Pleasure. (25:83-85)

29. And do not disgrace me on the day they are [all] res-
urrected, the day when there will not benefit [anyone] wealth
or children, but only one who comes to Allah with a sound
heart. 26:87-89

30. My Lord, inspire me to be grateful for your favor
which you have bestowed upon me and upon my parents
and to do righteousness of which you approve. And admit
me by Your mercy into [the ranks of] your righteous ser-
vants. (27:19)

31. My Lord, enable me to be grateful for your favor
which You have bestowed upon me and my parents and to
work righteousness of which you will approve and make
righteous for me my offspring. Indeed, I have repented to
You, and indeed, I am of the Muslims. (46:15)

— Courtesy of the TIES Cenler, whose mission is lo em-
power Kuwait’s expats through social and educational serv-
ices that promote a positive and productive role in society,
and to facilitate opportunities for intra- and interfaith inter-
actions that promote social solidarity. For more information,
please call 25231015/6 or e-mail: info@tiescenter.net.



International

TUESDAY, MAY 12,2020

France, Spain ease virus lockdowns but UK wary

Page 7

!\1\ § “‘I'..:':'
Wuhan reports first
coronavirus cluster

Page 8

TAEZ: Members of Yemen’s Southern Transitional Council (STC) secure a convoy of medical aid received by sea shipment from the United Arab Emirates as it drives through Bab Al-Mandab in Taez province on the way to
the war-torn country’s second city of Aden in southern Yemen.—AFP

emen declares Aden ‘infested’ city

Coronavirus spreads, cases jump to 35, with four deaths

ADEN: Yemeni authorities declared Aden, interim
seal of the Saudi-backed government, an “infested”
city vesterday after the number of coronavirus cases
there jumped to 35, with four deaths. A five-year
war has shattered Yemen'’s health system, pushed
millions to the brink of famine and divided the coun-
try between the internationally recognized govern-
ment and the Houthi group that ousted it from power
in the capital, Sanaa, in late 2014. The Aden-based
nalional coronavirus commillee late on Sunday an-
nounced 17 new COVID-19 cases, 10 of them in the
southern port city, to raise the total count in areas
under the Saudi-backed government’s control Lo 51
with eight deaths.

The Houthi movement, which controls Sanaa and
most large urban centres, has only reported two
cases, with one death. The Aden-based government

has accused Houthi authorities of covering up an
outbreak in Sanaa, an accusation they deny. The
World Health Organization says there is ull-blown
transmission of the virus in
Yemen, whose population has
some of the lowest levels of
immunity to disease com-
pared with other countries.
Testling capabilities are inad-
equale.

The Aden-based commit-
tee said Aden had been de-

litical situation in Aden is also hampering efforts to

combal the coronavirus and this should be remedied

so relevant entities can carry out their duties,” the
committee said on its Twitter
account.

War shatters
» Yemen health

Conflict
A major separatist group
had on April 25 declared self-
rule in Aden and other south-
ern regions, threatening to
renew a conflict with the

system

clared an “infested cily” due

to the spread of the coronavirus and other discases
alter recent flooding. It said movement from Aden
to other regions was barred with the exception of
the transport of goods. “The administrative and po-

Saudi-backed government in
Yemen'’s multifaceted war. The separatist Southern
Transitional Council and the government of Abd-
Rabbu Mansour Hadi are both part of the anti-Houthi
coalition led by Saudi Arabia, bul they turned on each

other last year unlil Rivadh brokered a deal in lale
November. Yemen has been mired in violence since
the Weslern-backed coalition intervened in March
2015 against the Iran-aligned Houthi movement to re-
store Hadi’s government to power in Sanaa.

The coalition had on April 24 extended by one
month a nalionwide ceasefire prompled by the
coronavirus outbreak as the United Nations secks
to hold virtual talks to agree a permanent truce, co-
ordinate coronavirus efforts and restart peace talks.
The conflict, largely seen in the region as a proxy
war between Saudi Arabia and Iran, has killed more
than 100,000, left 80% of the population, or 24 mil-
lion, reliant on aid and some 10 million facing hunger.
The Houthis, who say they are fighting a corrupt
system, have not formally accepted the truce though
violence has abated.— Reuters

What lockdown
changes did UK’s
PM announce?

LONDON: Prime Minister Boris Johnson has
announced that there would be no immediate
end to lockdown in Britain, but he outlined plans
to begin gradually easing some of the measures
which have shut down much of the economy for
nearly seven weeks. Following are some of the
changes he announced, with further details due
Lo be announced Lo parliament on Monday:

Slogan
The government is replacing its main “stay at
home” slogan with “stay alert”. Government of-
ficials have said, however, that people will still be
told to stay at home as much as possible.

Conlact with others

In a government poster published by Johnson
on Twitter on Sunday, the new guidelines in-
cluded “limit contact with other people”. A gov-
ernment official said there was no change in the
advice for the most vulnerable people, who have
been asked to shield themselves, but others
could, for example, sil next to a friend in the park
as long as social distancing measures were re-
spected. Johnson said fines for breaking social
distancing measures would be increased. The
fine is now expected to be 100 pounds, halved
Lo 50 pounds if paid within 14 days.

Exercise
Irom Wednesday, people will be allowed to
take unlimited amounts of outdoor exercise, sit
in the sun in a local park, drive to other destina-
tions and play sports, such as golf, tennis or an-
gling, but only with members of their household.

Return to work
Johnson said those who can work [rom home
should continue to do so but anyone who cannot,
such as those working in construction and man-
ufacturing, “should be actively encouraged Lo go
to work”.

Schools/Shops
Johnson said that at the earliest by June 1,
Britain might be in a position to begin the phased
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LONDON: A family gather around the television to watch Britain’s Prime Minister Boris
Johnson give a televised message to the nation in Hartley Wintney, west of London as the
government sets out it’s roadmap to ease the national lockdown due to the novel coron-
avirus COVID-19 pandemic.—AFP

reopening of shops and to get primary pupils
back into schools, in stages, beginning with the
youngest and oldest year groups. A government
official said the government would want to see
the other years going back to school before the
summer holidays. “Our ambition is that second-
ary pupils facing exams next year will get at least
some time with their teachers before the holi-
days. And we will shortly be setting out detailed
guidance on how to make it work in schools and
shops and on transport,” Johnson said. Other
year classes in secondary schools are nol ex-
pected to return to school before the summer
holidays.

Hospitality

At the carliest by July and if the numbers on
infection rates support it, Johnson said there
could be the re-opening of at least some of the
hospitality industry and other public places, pro-
vided they are safe and enforce social distancing.
Some of the hospitality industry could include
restaurants or cafes with outside seating and
public places could include places of worship.

Transporl
The requirement for buses, trains and under-
ground rail services o maintain social distancing
rules means they will only be able to carry vastly
reduced passenger numbers, with public transport
capacity expected to drop by around 90%. John-
son urged those returning to commuting to con-

sider cycling, walking or driving to work instead.

Warning system

Johnson said the government was establish-
ing a new Covid Alert System run by a new Joint
Biosecurity Centre. The Covid Alert Level will be
determined primarily by the reproduction rate of
the disease, or R, and the number of coronavirus
cases. There will be five alert levels. Level One
means the disease is no longer present in Britain
and Level Five is the most critical and be used to
flag the risk in different areas, allowing the gov-
ernment Lo lighten restrictions where necessary.

Quarantine arrivals

Johnson said to prevent re-infection from
abroad “it will soon be the time ... to impose
quarantine on people coming into this country
by air.” In a joint statement issued following a
conversation between Johnson and Iirench Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron, Iance and Britain said
no quarantine measures would apply to travellers
coming from France for now and “any measures
on either side would be taken in a concerted and
reciprocal manner”.

Scotland
Scottish First Minister Nicola Sturgeon said
the only change she would be making to lock-
down measures in Scotland would be to allow
people to exercise more than once a day from
Monday. — Reuters

4 killed in rocket attacks
as Turkey warns Haftar

TRIPOLI: Libya’s Government of Na-
tional Accord said Sunday at least four
civilians, including a child, were killed as
rockels rained down on the capital Tripoli
and damaged its only working airport.
The UN-recognized GNA blamed Satur-
day’s attacks on easlern strongman Khal-
ifa Haftar, who has been waging a
campaign Lo lake control of the capilal
since April last year.

GNA supporter Turkey, for its part,
warned that it would largel Haftar’s
forces if attacks continued on Ankara’s
missions and “interests”, citing the air-
portl. Haltar’s forces “lired more than a
hundred rockels and missiles al residen-
tial areas in the centre of the capital”, the
GNA said in a statement on Facebook. At
least four civilians, including a five-year-
old girl, were killed and 16 others
wounded in the working-class districts of
Abu Slim and Ben Gashir, south of the
city, the GNAs health ministry
spokesman Amin al-Hashemi said.

Dozens of rockets also largeted Mit-
iga airport, hitting a civilian aircraft lined
up to repatriate Libyans stuck abroad
due Lo the coronavirus pandemic, the
GNA statement added. Turkey warned
that Haftar’s forces would become “legit-
imale Llargels” il such attacks continued.
Overnight Thursday to Friday, rockets fell
on Tripoli’s Zawiyat al-Dahmani neigh-
borhood, which is home to the GNA for-
eign ministry and the Italian and Turkish
embassies.

At least two policemen and one civil-
ian were killed, Hashemi said at the time.
“We stress that il our missions and inter-
esls are largeled in Libya, Haftar’s forces
will be considered legitimate targets,” the
Turkish foreign ministry said. “The at-
tacks on diplomalic missions including
our Tripoli embassy, Mitiga airport, civil-
ian planes preparing o Lake off and other
civilian infrastructure, and those which kill
civilians or injure them, conslitule a war
crime,” it added.

Mitiga airporl was badly damaged
Saturday and came under renewed rocket
fire on Sunday morning.  An airporl
source said the passenger halls and two
civilian planes sustained serious damage.
Images of an aircraft with its fuselage
ripped open and of a badly damaged run-
way and airport buildings were posted on
social media. Libya’s National Oil Corpo-
ration (NOC) said Saturday that rockets
and missiles hit a fuel depot at the airport,
destroying four tanks and damaging the
facility’s other six.

The United Nations Support Mission
in Libya (UNSMIL) called the bombard-
ment “an all too familiar but {rightening
spectacle”. “These horrifying attacks
occur on a regular basis in close proxim-
ity to civilian neighborhoods,” UNSMIL
said on Twitter. It called the shelling “one
in a series of indiscriminale atlacks, most
of which are altributable to pro-LNA
(Haftar) forces, killing more than 15 and
injuring 50 civilians since 1 May”.

Since Wednesday, 17 civilians and
two police officers have been killed and
more than 66 other civilians wounded in
rockel fire largeling several areas of the
capital, according to the GNA. UNSMIL
slammed the attacks hitting civilians and
civilian infrastructure and called for
“those responsible for crimes under in-
ternational law to be brought to justice”.

But the GNA said international con-
demnation was not enough. “We no
longer pay any attention to the timid con-
demnations of the international commu-
nity, incapable as it is of naming” Haftar,
holding him to account or stopping those
supporling him, the GNA said. “The
senseless acts... of the past days... are
proofl of his weakness and desperation
alter the successive defealts of his militias
and mercenaries,” it added. Haftar’s
forces have sulfered several setbacks in
recenl weeks, with GNA fighters ousling
them from two key coastal cities west of
Tripoli in April.—AFP
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Irance, Spain ease virus
lockdowns but UK wary

Fears of a ‘second wave’ of the pandemic

PARIS: Millions of people in France and Spain
embraced a relaxalion ol stay-al-home rules yes-
terday, but Brilain extended its lockdown as coun-
tries plot their way tentatively through the coron-
avirus crisis. Fears of a second wave of the pan-
demic, which has killed more than 280,000 people
worldwide and wrecked the global economy,
stalked much of Europe and the world.

With millions out of work and economies flatlin-
ing - including in the United States, where 20 mil-
lion people lost their jobs in April - governments
are desperate to reopen, but most are choosing a
gradual approach. In France, people morning were
able to walk outside without filling in a permit for
the first time in nearly eight weeks, teachers will
start to return to primary schools, and some shops
- including hair salons -
will reopen.

Bars, restaurants, the-
atres and cinemas will,
however, remain closed.

Spaniards outside of
urban hotspots such as
Madrid and Barcelona -
which remain under lock-
down - made plans to

plan” to ecase the measures in England in the
months ahead.

Some European officials have been emboldened
by declining death rates: France’s toll of 70 on
Sunday was its lowest since early April, and Spain’s
daily fatalities have dropped below 200. But the
risk of a second wave was underscored by a resur-
gence in South Korea. Although widely praised for
its handling of its initial oulbreak, the country has
been forced to shut all bars and clubs in the capital
Seoul alter a cluster of infections.

China on Sunday reported its first infection in
over a month in Wuhan, where the outbreak first
started late last year belore going on Lo infect more
than four million worldwide. There was uncertainty
in Germany, loo, with al least one districl forced Lo
reimpose restrictions after
an outbreak at a meat
processing plant. And
even as the country loos-
ened its lockdown restric-
tions, the latest German
data also indicated the
infection rate was rising
again.

Pandemic
kills 280,000
people
worldwide

meel friends and family in
bars and restaurants that
have outdoor spaces. But
Prime Minister Boris Johnson said it was too soon
for Britain to do the same. Almost seven weeks
after a nationwide stay-at-home order was put in
place, more than 31,800 have died during the out-
break in Britain - the worst toll in Europe and sec-
ond only Lo the United States.

‘Colossal cost’

Johnson, who himself spent a week in hospital
with COVID-19, said on Sunday the measures
had come “al a colossal cosl Lo our way of lile”
but added it would be “madness” to squander the
progress by moving too soon. “This is not the
time simply to end the lockdown this week,” the
55-year-old said, but he unveiled a “conditional

Rise in German
virus infections
spurs concern

BERLIN: Germany’s coronavirus spread appears o be
picking up speed again, official data showed Sunday,
just days alter Chancellor Angela Merkel said the coun-
try could gradually return to normal. The Robert Koch
Institute for public health said Germany’s closely
walched reproduction rate (RO) had climbed to 1.1,
meaning 10 people with COVID-19 infect on average 11
others. The RKI has warned that for the infection rate to
be deemed under control and slowing down, the RO has
to stay below one.j

As recenlly as Wednesday, Germany’s number stood
at 0.65. But since then the country has reported clus-
ters of new cases at slaughterhouses and at care homes
for the elderly. The RKI cautioned it was Loo soon Lo
draw conclusions but said the number of new infections
“would need to be watched very closely in the coming
days”. The lalest dala raised alarm after Merkel only on
Wednesday declared thal Germany had left the “first
phase” of the pandemic behind it and federal states
announced relaxations of social restrictions.

Most shops and playgrounds have reopened, chil-
dren are gradually returning to classrooms and states

Poland to hold new
vote after bizarre
ghost election

WARSAW: Poland has two weeks to set a new
presidential election date, the national electoral
commission said after certifying that the poll sched-
uled for Sunday did not happen. Poles had been due
to cast their ballots to elect a head of state, but
because of a political crisis set off by the coron-
avirus pandemic, polling stations never opened and
turnout clocked in at zero on an election day that
will be one for the history books.

The EU member of 38 million people found itsell
in this bizarre “Twilight Zone’ predicament in which
the presidential ballot had formally neither been
postponed nor cancelled, because the government
and opposilion were unable to agree on a conslitu-
tional and sale solution. Al day’s end, the elecloral
commission adopled a resolution stating that it *had
not been possible to vote for any candidate’ and
thus the speaker of parliament now had two weeks
to set a new election date, which must fall within 60

20 villagers killed
in attacks in Niger

NIAMEY: Bandits riding motorbikes killed 20 villagers in a
string of attacks in Niger's western region of Tillaberi, the gov-
ernor there told AFP on Sunday. An unknown number of
“armed bandits” attacked three villages on Sunday at around
5:30 pm local time, said governor Tidjani Ibrahim Katiella.

He said that the assailants “pillaged shops” and looted
cereal as well as cattle before heading off towards the north.
One local source named villages largeted as Gadabo, Zibane
Koira-Zeno and Zibane-Tegui, all administered by Anzourou, a

Bustling bazaars

In Spain, however, they
were gelling ready o cel-
ebrate. “We have already set a date for dinner on
Wednesday, just 10 of us. I can’t wail to touch
someone, to kiss and be kissed,” said 66-year-old
Beatriz Gonzalez in the Spanish city of Las Palmas
in the Canary Islands.Belgium and Greece are
among other European nations set to ease lock-
downs. Turkey had already eased some restric-
tions and let over-65s out for the first time on
Sunday. Iran, the Middle Easl’s worst-hil country,
has also relaxed its lockdown measures, and
bazaars and shopping centres in the capital
Tehran were bustling again alter being nearly
deserted for weeks.

But health ministry spokesman Kianoush
Jahanpour warned the situation “should in no way

are o varying degrees reopening restaurants, gyms and
places of worship. German local authorities have how-
ever agreed to pull an “emergency brake” and reimpose
social curbs if the infection rate rises above 50 cases
per 100,000 residents over a week. That has already
happened in at least three districts in recent days,
according to the RKI.

Football, slaughterhouses

In Germany’s most populous state of North Rhine-
Westphalia, there has been a spike in cases at a
slaughterhouse in the district of Coesfeld, where
around 200 of the 1,200 employees have tested posi-
tive for the virus. Many ol them are foreign workers
from eastern Europe who lived in shared housing. The
regional government has ordered workers at all of the
state’s slaughterhouses Lo undergo Llesting. It has also
delayed the loosening of some confinement measures
in the district.

An outbreak of COVID-19 al a slaughterhouse in
the northern slate ol Schleswig-Holstein has likewise
pushed the district of Steinburg over the infection
threshold. In the eastern state of Thuringia, Greiz dis-
trict has reported a jump in infections among resi-
dents and employees of several care homes and a
gerialrics hospilal. There were also fresh fears for the
planned restart of the Bundesliga football season on
May 16 after second-tier Dynamo Dresden’s players
were ordered to go into quarantine over two coron-
avirus cases.

days ol her announcement.

Such a solution will save the country from having
to ask the Supreme Court to rule on the validity of
the election that had been scheduled for May 10,
commission head Sylwester Marciniak told
reporters.iThe governing conservative Law and
Justice (PiS) party had anticipated last week that
the top court would rule on the issue and had even
assumed it would declare the election null and void.

‘Legal absurdity’

“That sounds like an order for the Supreme Court
regarding how it should rule, Warsaw-based politi-
cal scientist Stanislaw Mocek told AFP at the time.
‘We're in a fog of legal absurdily,” he added, echo-
ing the widespread head-scratching and concern
around the country.

Many constitutional experts have since
expressed doubt as to whether the Supreme Court
even has the power to issue such a verdict.
Marciniak said that because no votes were cast, ‘we
have a situation similar to when there is an absence
ol candidates or only one candidale and no electlion
is held.” Leftist lawmaker Tomasz Trela summed up
the Kafkaesque siluation on Facebook: “Today’s the
day, election day without the election.

Earlier Sunday, Trela and a fellow leftist politician

commune some 50 kilomelers from Tillaberi city, the main
town in western Niger and some 100 kilometers from the bor-
der with Mali. Last January, Niger authorities restricted
motorcycle traffic by day as well as night in a bid to crack
down on jihadists operating in the region.

They also closed down a number of food markets they said
were “supplying terrorists with fuel and cereals,” according to
the governor. The government recently extended a state of
emergency in the region first brought in 2017. According to
official statistics, 174 soldiers have been killed in three attacks
in the zone since last December at Chinegodar, where 89 were
killed on January 8, Inates (71 dead on December 10) and
Sanam (14 dead on December 24.)

The Islamic State claimed all three attacks. In March,

MARSEILLE: A rainbow is seen early outside the Saint-Charles railway train station in Marseille, yes-
terday, as the lockdown introduced two months ago to fight the spread of the Covid-19 disease
caused by the novel coronavirus starts to ease. —AFP

be considered normal,” as one region recorded a
spike in death rates and reimposed a lockdown.
And the resumption of league football in Europe
was dealt a blow after confirmation of infection
clusters among players in Spain, Germany and
Portugal. Football bosses in all three countries,
however, insisted that season restarts planned for
the coming weeks were slill on track.

Jet-skiing president
Russia and Brazil both passed grim milestones at
the weekend. Russia’s caseload surpassed 200,000
and is expected to become the highest figure in
Europe within days, even as the number ol deaths

COLOGNE: Employees of the public order office control the
MCFIT Studio fitness centre in Cologne, western Germany
yesterday as the place reopened at midnight after the
lockdown due to the coronavirus pandemic. —AFP

As Merkel looks to steer the country cautiously into a
new phase allowing more economic activity, some politi-
cians have expressed fears that any precipitous action may
spark a second wave of infections. “We are in a critical
phase. It is to be feared that after the first deconfinement
measures certain people become imprudent,” warned
Kalrin Goering-Eckardt, a senior figure in the Greens, in an
interview with financial daily Handelsblatt. “Deconfinement
has given the signal that the worst is behind us — but that
is not the case,” added Karl Lauterbach of Merkel's coali-
tion partners the Social Democrats. —AFP

d

WARSAW: Warsaw residents crowdly gather on the
bank of the Vistula River to enjoy the warm weather,
despite the still uncontrolled pandemic of the new
coronavirus COVID-19 and the restrictions and recom-
mendations of social distancing. —AFP

had shown up with homemade ballots at a school
that normally doubles as a polling station and asked
why they were unable to vote. “The polling station is
closed, which means someone cancelled the elec-
tion. But it’s unclear who did or on what basis, he
told reporters. The anti-government protest move-
ment Citizens of Poland organised an event in the

Malian and Niger soldiers joined forces with French forces
in the area for an operation which mobilized around 5,000
troops under the ongoing Operation Barkhane deployment.
French general staff credited the counter-terrorism opera-
tion with eliminating “a large number of terrorists”. The
Irench-led Operation Barkhane is leading counter-terror
operations across Sahel states Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali,
Mauritania and Niger.

UN General Secretary Antonio Guterres warned last
week that jihadist groups in the Sahel are exploiting the
coronavirus pandemic to step up attacks, according to doc-
uments seen by AFP. Guterres urged better coordination
among anti-jihadist forces fighting an array of armed
groups. —AI'P

remains relatively low at fewer than 2,000. While
officials say the figures reveal the effecliveness of
Russia’s testing regime, an opposition-allied doc-
tors union said the authorities were under-report-
ing deaths of medics.

For Brazil, the signs are more ominous. Officials
confirmed more than 10,000 had now died in the
hardest-hil Lalin American country. Scienlisls
warned that the real figures could be many tlimes
higher, given a lack of widespread Lesling. In a sign
that officials were not vet facing up to the crisis,
President Jair Bolsonaro, who has likened the coro-
navirus to a “little flu” and criticized regional lock-
downs, was reportedly seen jet skiing.

Maltese ambassador resigns

VALLETTA: Malta’s ambassador to Finland has
resigned after a Facebook post in which he com-
pared German Chancellor Angela Merkel to Adolf
Hitler, The Times of Malta reported. ‘75 years ago
we stopped hitler. Who will stop Angela Merkel?
She has fulfilled Hitlers dream! To control Europe,
envoy Michael Zammit Tabona wrote in the post
which has since been deleted. The Maltese foreign
ministry told him to remove the message and the
diplomat, who served as ambassador to Finland
since 2014, had resigned, the newspaper said
Sunday. Foreign Affairs Minister Evarist Bartolo told
the Times of Malta that an apology would be sent to
the German embassy. —AFP

Nine die in care home fire

MOSCOW: A fire broke out in a retirement home in
the Moscow region, killing at least nine people with
several more in intensive care in hospital, local
authorities said vesterday. The fire in the privately-
owned care home in the town of Krasnogorsk started
around midnight Sunday to Monday and was extin-
guished within an hour, emergencies services said.
‘Nine people died on site and nine more were rushed
to hospital in serious condition and are treated in
intensive care,’ the Krasnogorsk municipal govern-
ment said in a stalement. Russian agencies said 37
people were in the building at the time of the fire.
Kommersant newspaper said many of the care home
residents were not mobile and the employees were
unable to carry them out from the smoke despite the
fire being small. —AFP

I
Tribal clashes in Sudan kill 3

KHARTOUM: ‘Tribal clashes in eastern Sudan left at
least three people dead and 79 others wounded, a
Sudanese olfficial said on Sunday. The violence broke
out on Thursday between members of the Bani Amer
and Nuba tribes in the eastern city of Kassala, near
Sudan’s border with Eritrea. Kassala’s governor, Babikr
Homd, said in a statement on Sunday that the fighting
had escalated by Friday morning, leaving scores
wounded and several homes burned. ‘By Saturday,
three people from the Bani Amer tribe were killed and
79 others were wounded,” he added. Kassala resident
Hussein Saleh told AFP that fighting erupted following
a dispute between two people from the rival tribes.It
was not clear what triggered the dispute. Saleh said
the fighting has continued despite police attempts to
disperse crowds. The Bani Amer tribe belongs to the
Beja people living in eastern Sudan and Eritrea. —AFP

Four back-to-back explosions

KKABUL: Four back-to-back roadside bombs explod-
ed in a northern district of Afghanistan’s capital Kabul
yesterday, wounding four civilians including a child,
police said. Kabul police spokesman Ferdaws Faramarz
said a clearance team was at the site of the attacks.
Militants have carried out several roadside bombings
and rocket attacks in Kabul and other parts of the
country in recent weeks, but Monday's four consecu-
tive explosions appeared to be the first coordinated
effort for some months. —AFP
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Wuhan reports first coronavirus
cluster since lifting of lockdown

All new cases previously classified as asymptomatic

BEIJING: Wuhan, the epicentre of the novel coron-
avirus outbreak in China, reported veslerday its first
cluster of infections since a lockdown on the central
Chinese cily was lifted a month ago, stoking concerns
of a wider resurgence of the disease. The new infec-
tions sounded a nole of caution amid efforls to case
coronavirus-related restrictions across China as busi-
nesses restart and individuals go back to work.

Five new cases
reported
in Wuhan

Wuhan reported five new confirmed cases, all of
whom live in the same residential compound. One of
them was the wife of an 89-year-old male patient
reported a day earlier in the first confirmed case in the
cily in more than a month. “Al present, the task of epi-
demic prevention and control in the city is still very
heavy,” said the Wuhan health authority in a statement.
“We must resolutely contain the risk of a rebound.”

All of the latest confirmed cases were previously
classified as asymptomatic, people who test positive
for the virus and are capable of infecting others but
do not show clinical signs such as a fever. The num-
ber of asymplomalic cases in China is nol known, as

‘No man’s land’: New
Delhi’s urban villages
face uncertain future

NEW DELHI: Many of the landmarks of Paras Tyagi's
life remain the same in Budhela village in Delhi where he
grew up: the house he lived in, the school that he, his
father and grandfather allended, the homes ol neigh-
bors he knew as a child. Bul the farmland thal Tyagi’s
grandfather once owned is long gone, a pond that the
caltle used to drink from has been filled in and walled
off, and around the village, high-rise apartment and
office blocks and a Metro station have sprung up.

Budhela is one of 135 urban villages in Delhi, settle-
ments that are exempted from building codes and
excluded from its plans - leaving nearly a million people,
most of whom have no titles to their homes, without a
blueprint for the future. “We are among Delhi’s oldest
residents, yel we are losing what we had, and suffering
from pollution, congestion and gentrification,” said
Tyagi, co-founder of the Centre for Youth Culture Law
and Environment (CYCLE), a public policy non-profit.

“Urban villages provide housing options for low-
income families and migrant workers, commercial
spaces for factory outlets and upscale markets, but they
are largely neglected and desperately in need of infra-
structure upgrades,” he said. Large parts of Delhi were
once agricultural. As these were acquired by authorities,
some residents stayed on in adjacent areas that came to
be known as “lal dora”, or red thread in the Hindi lan-
guage, for the red line that demarcated them. Some lal
dora lands were designated as urban villages - small
islands in the constantly changing metropolis - growing
in number from 20 in 1962, when Delhi’s first master
plan was made, to 135 today. The city also has scores of
rural villages. Lacking property records, the governance
structure of their rural counterparts and left off the
city’s plans, Delhi’s urban villages are largely run by
influential families, with little oversight by civic authori-
ties, residents and urban experls say. As pressure
increases to integrate lal dora lands into the city’s mas-
ter plan, authorities must consider their unique charac-
ter and history, said Kanchi Kohli, a fellow at the Centre
for Policy Research, a think tank in Delhi.

“Lal Dora areas have grown exponentially with risky
and inadequate civic infrastructure. These areas need to
be a part of Delhi’s urban planning, but their inclusion
has been and continues to be a complex process,” she
said. “Any attempt to integrate them into the master
plan will need to protect them from land grabs, and be a
careful, informed process that looks at class stratifica-
tion and historical marginalization,” she said.

Historical value

Almost 70% of the world’s population will live in
urban areas by 2050, according lo estimates by the
United Nations. In India, as elsewhere, rapid urbaniza-
tion is pulling pressure on governments to build more
apartment blocks and metro rail networks, which has led
to the razing of old buildings and neighborhoods.

Cities risk losing not just their history and heritage,

they only appear on the radar of health officials
when they show up positive during tests conducted
as parl of contact tracing and health checks. China
does not include asymptomatic cases in its overall
tally of confirmed cases, currently at 82,918, until
they exhibit signs of infection. Mainland China has
reported 4,633 deaths.

Hundreds of asymptomatic cases in Wuhan, which
was released on April 8 from a months-long lockdown,
are currently being monitored, according to the city’s
health authority. The number of new cases reported in
China since April have been small compared with the
thousands confirmed each day in February, thanks to a
nalionwide regime of screening, lesting and quaran-
line. The government said on Friday that China will
gradually reopen cinemas, museums and other recre-
ational venues, though restrictions including mandato-
ry reservations and a limit on numbers will be in place.

Shanghai has already reopened some night enter-
tainment venues such as discotheques. Walt Disney Co
yesterday reopened its Shanghai Disneyland park to a
reduced number of visitors. New outbreaks in China in
the past two months have mainly developed in resi-
dential compounds or at hospitals. South Korea is also
baltling a wave of new cases, although there the most
recent outbreaks started in nightclubs and bars.

‘War-time’ mode
The Wuhan cases helped push the overall new
COVID-19 infections confirmed on May 10 Lo 17, the
highest daily increase since April 28. Northeastern Jilin
province, which on Saturday reported a cluster of
infections in one of its cities, Shulan, reported three
additional local cases. Shulan has been marked a high-

but also the traditional knowledge that is key to pro-
moling inclusiveness, suslainabilily and resilience,
according to urban experts. This is particularly true of
large cilies such as Delhi and Mumbai, which every day
draw thousands of migrants from India’s villages looking
for better economic opportunities. Faced with a critical
shortage of affordable housing in the cities, many seltle
in slums and other informal settlements, which lack basic
amenities such as drinking water and toilets.

In Delhi, urban villages with lower rents compared to
flats, and with better amenities than slums, have become
the preferred option for students, migrant workers and
small businesses that often rent the ground floor of the
low-rise buildings. Some, like Hauz Khas and Shahpur
Jat, which abut upscale neighbourhoods, have lured
designer boutiques and trendy cafes and bars - a
reflection of how land use in urban villages has been
altered over Lhe years, somelimes illegally, said Kohli.

A scheme to improve civic services in urban villages
was launched by the Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) in 1979, and then transferred to the Municipal
Corporation. A commiltee set up by the federal housing
ministry Lo study integraling lal dora areas into the Delhi
Master Plan to 2021, noted in its 2007 report that urban
villages had not seen the “desired and expected
improvements of urbanization.”

It recommended “modern, decent living accommo-
dation” for residents, proper amenities, a liberal land-
use policy, and updated property records. Delhi’s
Master Plan to 2021 noted that redevelopment of urban
villages was a critical focus area, but failed to provide a
separate legal [ramework, said Ruchita Gupla, an assis-
tant professor at the School for Planning and
Architecture in Delhi. “If we bring urban villages under
the same planning model, we will get the same high-
density buildings,” she said.

“These settlements have their own indigenous char-
acter, and a cultural and historical value. Can we work
with the existing fabric, and make customized norms
with the involvement of the community?” Leenu Sehgal,
a planning commissioner at the DDA, said it was draft-
ing new laws for the management of urban villages. “We
are re-examining all aspects, from sanitation to building
codes, and we will have a framework in the next Master
Plan to 2041,” she said, without giving further details.

Dignity and respect

Across India, cities have been slow to meet the
needs of people living in informal settlements, with only
a few introducing laws to upgrade housing and provide
amenities - a task made more urgent by the spread of
the coronavirus in slums. Last year, the federal govern-
ment said it would legalize nearly 2,000 unauthorized
colonies in Delhi, upgrading infrastructure and giving
more than 4 million poor residents the right to own their
homes. In Budhela, a settlement of 350 households and
about 4,500 pcople, there is growing discontent with
the narrow lanes that gel waterlogged in the rains, the
open drains and lack of green spaces. Residents are also
frustrated by their inability to use their homes as collat-
eral for bank loans, as most do not have Litles. The
process of registering for one is too onerous and costly,
Tyagi said. “We are asking for just the basics, so we can
live with dignity and respect,” he said, pointing to piles
of trash lying by the road. —Reuters

WUHAN: Senior students attend class at a high school in Wuhan in China’s central Hubei
province. Senior school students returned to class on May 6 in the central Chinese city of Wuhan,
where the coronavirus that has now swept the globe first emerged late last year. — AFP

risk area, the only place in China currently with that
designation.

“We're now in a ‘war-time’ mode,” said Jin Hua,
mayor of Shulan, which until the weekend had reported
no local cases for more than 70 days. Shulan has
imposed a lockdown on its 600,000 residents since
the weekend, with just one member of a houschold
being allowed out each day to buy necessities. One of
the three cases confirmed in the Jilin province on May
10 was from Shulan. The other two were [rom the city
of Jilin uncovered through contact tracing of people

ALGIERS: An Algerian man buys vegetables at a market on
the outskirts of the capital Algiers, during the Muslim holy
month of Ramadan. — AFP

Algerian regime
exploits virus to
defeat protesters

TUNIS: The Algerian regime is exploiting coronavirus
to defeat a protest movement that has shaken it to its
core over the past year, analysts say. Despite protesters
deciding to suspend their weekly gatherings since the
start of the public health crisis, repression of regime
opponents has persisted. Security forces have targeted
young bloggers, independent journalists, online media
and activists from the “Hirak” protest movement.

Rapidly adopted laws ostensibly aimed at prevent-
ing the dissemination of false news and hate speech
have further stoked fears of an orchestrated campaign
to muzzle free expression. The new laws “aim to
repress citizens’ freedom of expression”, said lawyer
and activist Abdelouhab Chiter, a lecturer at the
University of Bejaia. A law on “spreading false informa-
tion”, he said, “was debated and passed by parliament
in a single sitting, in the absence of almost half of its
members”.

Akram Belkaid, a journalist for the Oran daily,
warned of “a return to the iron fist as in the 1970s”.
“Hirak won the first leg of the game,” he said. “The
regime is on course lo win the second leg, and ils true
goal is Lo prevent any further rematches being held at
all—or in other words, to prevent protests reoccurring
once the pandemic has been overcome.”

Police & judicial harassment

Karima Direche, a historian specializing in contem-
porary Maghreb region affairs, said the pandemic was
“bread from heaven for the regime”. “The confinement
period lends itself to police and judicial harassment.
This explains the dozens of arrests of known and
unknown people in all Algeria’s cities,” she said. The
protest movement, calling for the full-scale overhaul of
a system in place since independence in 1962, scored
one major success: it toppled president Abdelaziz
Bouteflika after two decades in power.

Members of the unprecedented, leaderless and
diverse movement had vowed to continue their mass
demonstrations “until they're all gone!” On Sunday,
hundreds of people staged a rare protest despite the
virus pandemic near Tizi-Ouzou in the northeastern
Kabylie region to denounce the arrest of Hirak activists
by the police, according to social media reports. “It is a
rally of support for five activists summoned” by the
police, opposition MP Mohamed Cherif Fahem who
Llook part in the protest in the rural community of Trizi
Gheniff, said on his Facebook page.

“The authorilies are laking advanlage of the (health)
crisis to intimidate people and summon activists in the
hope of aborting the Hirak,” the lawmaker added.
President Abdelmadjid Tebboune, elected in a poll that
drew less than 40 percent turnout, has said that “a true
democracy (is buill on) a strong state with justice and
national cohesion”. He also cites “national sovereignty” to
justify censorship measures against websites he accuses
of being in the pay of foreign organizations—AFP

who were in contact with earlier Shulan cases.

Nearby Liaoning and Heilongjiang provinces cach
reported one case, adding to worries about a resur-
gence of the outbreak in the region. A 70-year-old
patient in Harbin, capital of Heilongjiang, had tested
negalive seven limes before resulls turned positive. Of
the new cases, seven were so-called imported cases in
the northern Chinese region of Inner Mongolia involv-
ing travelers [rom overseas. Across China, the number of
new asymplomatic COVID-19 cases fell to 12 on May
10 compared with 20 reported a day earlier. — Reuters

For Malaysian
schoolgirl, homework
is sewing PPE gowns
to help beat virus

SEREMBAN: For a nine-year-old Malaysian school-
girl, the new coronavirus was hard to fathom. But Nur
Afia Qistina Zamzuri knew one thing for sure: It was
dangerous. So when she heard that a local hospital
was looking for people to sew protective gear, she
immedialely volunteered. “I fell bad, so I told my mom
[ wanted to help,” Nur Afia told Reuters at her home in
Kuala Pilah, a town in Malaysia’s southweslern Negeri
Sembilan state.

Nur Afia, who learned to sew at the age of five, can
make four full personal protective equipment (PPE)
gowns a day, parking hersell at a sewing machine
between playtime and attending online classes while
schools are closed amid a country-wide lockdown.
Malaysia, which until mid-April had the highest num-
ber of coronavirus cases in Southeast Asia, has report-
ed more than 6,600 infections, including over 100
deaths. — AFP

Trafficking, ship
wrecks blight

Trinidad-bound
Venezuelans

GUIRIA: Ana Arias breaks down in Lears when she cooks
chicken soup. It was her 15-year-old daughter’s favorite
dish. “They ripped her from my arms,” said Arias as she
remembers the last message her daughter Luisannys sent
her before embarking on a fateful journey Lo Trinidad and
Tobago. It's a journey that many Venezuelans have under-
taken in a bid to flee poverty, but it's one that has resulted
in dozens disappearing. “Mama, I love you, I miss you a
lol,” wrote Luisannys on April 23, 2019, hours before dis-
appearing. Sitting in her living room in the town of
Cumana, in the northeastern state of Sucre, with an old
portrail of the curly-haired and olive-skinned Luisannys
dressed in the blue uniform and cap she wore at primary
school, Arias told AFP she suspected her daughter was
“sold” by human traffickers.

These “malfias,” as opposition lawmaker Robert Alcala
calls them, make money from illegal immigration, sending
desperate people on the roughly 100-kilometer journey
from Guiria in Sucre to Trinidad in barely seaworthy
boats.

“The women are exploited sexually and the men in
rough jobs” on farms or in factories, said Alcala. Arias,
currently in isolation due to the coronavirus pandemic,
has waited months for investigators o produce some-
thing. “No-one answers,” she says. A week before that
final lext message, Luisannys lelt home with school
[riends, oslensibly Lo buy a shirl. Arias never saw her
again. The last she heard ol her youngest of two daugh-
ters is that she boarded a boat that sank.

‘Desperation’

Hundreds of would-be migrants have disappeared
over the last two years making the clandestine journey
from Venezuela to Trinidad, Curacao or Aruba. The United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said
this “shows the desperation” of those fleeing Venezuela's
economic collapse. The UN says almost five million
Venezuelans have left the country since 2015, with 24,000
heading across the sca to Trinidad. Contacted by AFP,
authorities on the island nation, which requires visas for
Venezuelans, declined Lo comment. Neighbors saw
Luisannys being forced inlo a car, according Lo Arias, who
two days later received a phone call. It was Luisannys
saying her captors were demanding the $200 theyd paid
for her to release her. Arias, a 40-year-old scamstress,
broke down in tears.—AFP
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US oil workers learn patience

With prices going down, jobs leaving,
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WASHINGTON: Eighty-one percent of small US com-
panies surveyed by Veem, a global payments network,
expect the new coronavirus pandemic to affect their
business over the next 12-16 months, and nearly 90 per-
cent are bracing for an economic slowdown, the compa-
ny said yesterday.

San Irancisco-based Veem, which helped thousands
of small companies apply for loans under the federal
government’s $660 billion emergency Paycheck
Protection Program (PPP), said small businesses were
moving quickly to adapt to the changing climate. Of the
690 firms surveyed, 65 percent said they had either sub-
milled an application for the [ederal aid or planned to do
so in the near future, Veem said in its first report on the
sentiment among small to mid-sized businesses.

The Small Business Administration has so far
approved more than 2.5 million loans tolaling $536 bil-
lion, it said Friday. The US economy - the largest in the
world - has been particularly hard hit by widespread
shutdowns aimed at containing the spread of COVID-19,
the disease caused by the coronavirus. US government
data on Friday showed the unemployment rate surging
to 14.7 percent last month. The White House said job-
lessness could hit 20 percent in May.

The crisis was having a mixed impact on small busi-
nesses, said Veem chiel executive Marwan Forzley, with
some companies struggling to survive, while others ben-
efited as their businesses were deemed essential or they
swilched to working online.

“When you look at the data, there’s surprising
resiliency with these small and mid-sized businesses.
Despite all the uncertainty, they're trying to make
changes in their businesses, to ... either benefit from the

Emirates predicts
18-month lull
in air demand

DUBAI: Gulf aviation giant Emirates said Sunday it
would take at least 18 months for travel demand to
return to “a semblance of normality”, despite report-
ing bumper pre-pandemic profits. The Dubai carrier,
the largest in the Middle East, posted 1.1 billion
dirhams ($288 million) in net profit for the financial
vear ending March, up from $237 million the previous
year. It was the 32nd straight year of profit for
Emirates, which operates a fleet of 115 Airbus A-380

said the initial reopening was designed primarily for locals. — AFP

situation or repurpose their business so that they’re not
as badly impacted.”

Nearly 70 percent of the companies surveyed cited
some uncertainty about the US economy in 2020, and
55 percent said they had already experienced some sig-
nificant impact to revenue.

SMEs brace
for economic
slowdown

About 30 percent of the companies were more opli-
mistic, suggesting that some industries were better posi-
tioned to thrive in the current environment, Forzley said,
citing online retailers and other e-commerce businesses.
More than half of the companies reported moderate to
high supply-chain disruplions as a result of factory shut-
downs, border restrictions and industry-wide furloughs,
and more than one third said they were now setting up
regional supply chains or rapidly pivoting their supply
chain to make needed supplies.

Michigan was due to allow its factories to resume
production later yesterday after more than six weeks of
a coronavirus lockdown, removing a major obstacle to
North American automakers seeking to bring thousands

superjumbos and 155 Boeing-777 airliners.

It had suspended flights on March 22 before
resuming some services two weeks later.

Emirates Group chief Sheikh Ahmed bin Saced Al-
Maktoum said the airline had performed strongly in
the first 11 months of the fiscal vear. “However, [rom
mid-February things changed rapidly as the COVID-
19 pandemic swepl across the world,” he said in a
statement.

This caused “a sudden and tremendous drop in
demand for international air travel as countries closed
their borders and imposed stringent travel restric-
tions.” “We expect it will take 18 months at least,
before travel demand returns to a semblance of nor-
mality,” he added. Emirates’ profits were boosted by
a fall in oil prices, causing a 15 percent decline in fuel
costs to $7.2 billion—around 31 percent of its oper-

of idled employees back Lo work this month.

Michigan, a major Midwest industrial powerhouse
hard hit by both the coronavirus pandemic and its eco-
nomic [allout, is the latest of several states permitting the
restarl of assembly lines halted in mandatory business
closures meant to contain the outbreak.

But in announcing plans last weck to reopen manu-
facturing, Whitmer, a Democral, extended a stay-at-
home order requiring residents to remain mostly
indoors, excepl for outings like grocery shopping, doc-
tor visits and limited recreation.

Whitmer, seen as a potential running mate for pre-
sumed Democratic presidential nominee Joe Biden, was
an carly target of protests around the country organized
by supporters of Republican President Donald Trump
demanding to end the lockdown. Michigan, a crucial
clectoral swing state narrowly carried by Trump in 2016,
has lost more than 4,550 lives to COVID-19, the respira-
tory illness caused by the novel coronavirus, ranking
fourth among the 50 US states in deaths.

In the nation as a whole, nearly 80,000 Americans
have died [rom COVID-19, oul of more than 1.34 million
known U.S. infections tallied since Jan. 20, according to
figures compiled by Reuters.

Whitmer’s reluctance o reopen factories in Michigan
also had hampered efforts to restart vehicle assembly
elsewhere in the United States because key parts suppli-
ers are based in and around Michigan’s automaking hub,
Detroit. The clamor for Whitmer to give the go-ahead
increased when Republican Governor Mike DeWine in
the neighboring state of Ohio, also a key player in the
auto industry, announced he was permitting manufactur-
ing to resume there as of last Monday. California fol-

aling costs. However, the carrier saw ils annual rev-
enues decline by six percent to $25 billion due to the
coronavirus pandemic and the closure of a runway at
Dubai airport.

The airline said it had transported just over 56 mil-
lion passengers in the fiscal year, a drop of four per-
cenl year-on-year, while cargo had declined by a
tenth to 2.4 million tons. The strong US dollar eroded
$272 million of profits, while intensive compelition
also affected the bottom line. Even before the coron-
avirus pandemic paralyzed the aviation industry,
Emirales had slimmed its orders {rom both Airbus and
Boeing, cutting tens of billions of dollars-worth of air-
craft. The government of Dubai, whose economy
heavily depends on aviation and tourism, said last
month it would inject capital into Emirates to help it
cope with the impact of coronavirus.—AFP

OCEAN CITY, MD: View of a closed shop selling beach items on Sunday in Ocean City, Maryland. A popular summer tourist destination, Ocean city reopened the beach but town officials

small businesses expect longer impact

Michigan to reopen manufacturing after coronavirus lockdown

lowed suit on Friday.

The government of Mexico, another important link in
North America’s automobile production chain, is expect-
ed to make an announcement this week regarding its
plans for the industry.

The auto sector accounts for 6 percent of US eco-
nomic output, with more than 835,000 Americans
emploved in vehicle production. Several weeks of
widespread business shutdowns as part of unprece-
dented social distancing measures have dealt a cata-
strophic blow to the US economy, casting Americans
out of work in numbers unseen since the Great
Depression of the 1930s.

The US Labor Department reported the nation’s
unemployment rate climbed to 14.7 percent last month,
up from a record low of 3.5 percent in February, and
shattering the previous post-World War Two high of
10.8 percent reached in November 1982. Some 33.5 mil-
lion US workers have filed first-time claims for jobless
benefits over the past seven weeks.

While New York state, the US epicenter of the pan-
demic, has reported a steady decline in hospitalizations
and other key measures of the outbreak in recent weeks,
many states - especially in the Midwest - are seeing ris-
ing case lallies even as they forge ahead to reopen their
economies. Public health experts have warned that mov-
ing too quickly to reopen, without vastly expanded
diagnostic lesting and other precautions firmly in place,
risks fueling a resurgence of the virus.

It also remains to be seen how many consumers are
willing to venture back into shopping malls and restau-
rants in the midst of an ongoing pandemic for which
there is no vaccine and no cure. — Reuters

A\

LONDON: Stewardesses of an Emirates Airlines flight from
London arrive at Dubai International Airport amid the coron-
avirus Covid-19 pandemic. Gulf aviation giant Emirates said
Sunday it would take at least 18 months for travel demand
to return to “a semblance of normality”, despite reporting
bumper pre-pandemic profits.—AFP
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With prices down, jobs leaving,
US oil workers learn patience

Wait for an upturn, or look for work elsewhere? The new dilemma

CARLSBAD: Waiting for an upturn, or pick up stakes
and look for work elsewhere? What's the dilemma fac-
ing oil workers around Carlsbad in New
Mexico, where a brutal drop in petroleum prices has
hit the local economy hard. Many oil workers in the
arid southweslern slate have already left the camp-
grounds where they had parked their RV, after being
drawn here by exceptionally high salaries.

‘Roughnecks’
lose jobs as
oil prices fall

In this dusty town in the Permian Basin—site of the
planet’s largest oil and natural gas deposits, astride the
Texas-New Mexico border—a worker can earn
$100,000 or even $150,000 a vear, Lwice or more
than the average private sector wage there.

Salary cuts
Clenon Weaver, a 34-year-old welder sitting in the
shade outside his camper, said he had told his wife
back in Texas, “I'm bummed that I'm nol going Lo
work, bul I'm exciled Lo gel lo come home and see
y'all” Weaver, who is trying to take things in stride—
“laughing and culting up (making jokes) makes every-
thing easier,” he said—plans to take a few weeks to
enjoy being with his wife, their daughters and new
baby girl in their home near Houston, a 10-hour drive
away. Afler that, he plans to slart looking for work
again. Thousands of people in the Carlsbad region
work in the oil business—drilling or operating wells, or

building or maintaining pipelines.

Like Weaver, many of them live in “man camps” just
outside the city. In a region where real estate prices
have soared after a decade of booming oil prices, they
pay $600 to $900 a month for a spot to park their
camper and pickup truck.

Many of these oil workers—known colloquially as
“roughnecks” because of their grueling, physical out-
door work—have lost their jobs in recent weeks. On
April 20, the price of a barrel of American crude oil fell
so sharply that it even moved brielly below zero, as
storage tanks filled up amid the collapse in demand
occasioned by the coronavirus pandemic.

This past week, the Permian Basin had fewer than
half the active oil rigs it had a vear earlier. Silling on a
folding chair outside his camper, Benjamin Loreto says
he feels fortunate to still have a job, even if his hours
have been scaled back.

The 48-vear-old pipeline foreman said his pay has
been cut by $5 an hour and his work week sliced in
half, from 80 hours to 40.

“A lot of people, they don't got a job,” he said, the
raucous sound of Guns N’ Roses coming [rom a near-
by speaker. “They (are) right here, but they don’t work.
They just hanging around, see if something comes up.”
The region is not the easiest to live in, said Jace
Gentlry, a 21-year-old refinery worker, who looks [or-
ward Lo gelling back Lo his nalive Louisiana after
being laid off.

“I'hate it out here,” he said, one knee on the ground
as he stroked his pet puppy. “It’s sandy and dusty;
can't get a breath of fresh air no matter how hard you
try.” Still, he adds, “you can’t beat that money,” espe-
cially for someone, like him, without a college
degree. “People (would) do really anything, they’ll live
anywhere to get it.”

Carlsbad has seen oil prices fall before. People
remember how, in 2016, the price of a barrel fell below
$30. In this country of “black gold,” these fluctuations
are nothing new. But for younger workers experienc-
ing it for the first time, the drop has been jolting.

CARLSBAD, New Mexico: Volunteers prepare food packages at Jonah’s House Food Pantry fills a
bag of food in Carlshbad, New Mexico. Oil industry workers are facing a dilemma faced in recent
weeks in Carlshad, in the southwestern United States, where the sharp drop in oil prices has
dealt a blow to the local economy. — AFP

‘It’s our life’

Twenty-year-old Amber, who declined to give her
last name, left home last year. She now works in a
supermarket and lives in a camper with her boyfriend,
an oil-field worker. “The situation we're in kind of gels
my anxiety up,” she said. Oil is “what we're depending
on. IUs our life, you know, so il it goes down, we're
kind of left stuck.”

Many oil-dependent companies here are surviving
only thanks to the administration’s emergency relief
plan for small and medium-sized companies.

With no orders coming in from oil producers, some
wells have had o close. “We didn’t have anything lo
work on,” said Michael Bassell, operations manager
for an oil services company. To keep the company’s
welders working in the meantime, he said, his boss had

them converting surplus lengths of wire into barbecue
grills.

“Until recently, this was a good town to get back on
your [eel,” said Michael Garner, who manages a recre-
ational-vehicle park and previously worked in con-
struction and welding. He’s lived most of his life in
Carlsbad. Of the 120 sites in his normally full camp-
ground, 30 have fallen vacant since oil prices began to
drop.

Here in Carlsbad, where unemployment was a scant
three percent just two years ago, people know that
black gold can turn lo lead in a moment. Garner is
philosophical about it. “Anyone that’s done oilfield very
long knows it’s up and down; it climbs gradually and it
drops like a stone; when it drops, it drops fast.

“You learn Lo save some money.” — AFP

RIYADH: Saudi Arabian 0il Co pledged an annual dividend of $75 billion
for the first five years to attract investors to its initial public offering in
December last year. —AFP

Saudi Aramco
may cut its
govl payoul

DUBAI: Saudi oil giant Aramco may
cut its dividend to the Saudi govern-
ment, but is likely to maintain payouts
to minority shareholders as a plunge
in crude prices shrinks first-quarter
profits, analysts said.

Saudi Arabian Oil Co, as the com-
pany is formally known, pledged an
annual dividend of $75 billion for the
first five years lo allract investlors Lo
its initial public offering in December
last year.

Since then, global movement
restrictions Lo contain the novel coro-
navirus have destroyed fuel demand
and Lhe oil markel has been rocked by
the impact of surplus supplies, as
Riyvadh and Moscow in April pumped
flat out in a battle for market share.

When it reports its first-quarter
results today analysts expect Aramco
to report lower earnings and a
decrease in cash flows. Some also
predict a cut in payments to the Saudi
government, possibly by half.

That would add to the economic
burdens on Saudi Arabia from the oil
markel crash. “We are forecasling a
cut of 50 percent in dividends to the
government due to the lower oil
prices and production,” Yousefl
Husseini, equity analyst at EFG-
Hermes, said.

By contrast, the 1.7 percent of
sharcholders who bought into last
year’s stock markel listing are likely Lo
see their dividend protected as
Aramco, in common with other giant
oil companies, seeks Lo retain share-
holders made nervous by the twin
shocks of the coronavirus crisis and
the climate crisis. Aramco paid a divi-
dend of $73.2 billion in 2019 and has
said it plans to declare a cash divi-
dend of $75 billion in 2020, of which
1.7 percent will go to minority share-
holders. Analysts expect the 1.7 per-
cent portion - which amounts to $1.3
billion - to be untouched.

ExxonMobil, BP and Chevron have
maintained their quarterly payoults,
but Roval Dutch Shell cut its dividend
for the first time since World War II to
conserve cash.

SABIC adds to pressure

Another pressure on Aramco is a
deal to buy a 70 percent stake in
petrochemicals maker SABIC.

Reuters reported on Sunday the
company was seeking to cut the cost
of the $69 billion acquisition, accord-
ing lo two sources. It needs to pay
$25 billion this year to the kingdom’s
sovereign wealth [und, according lo
the payment terms. “I expect they will
be able to cover most of this with
debt financing - as per the original
plan - and any balance can easily be
covered with cash,” Husseini said.
Aramco had $60 billion in cash as of
end 2019 and about $7 billion debt is
expected in 2020.

Global benchmark Brent crude
dropped some 65 percent in the first
Lthree months of the year, before
OPEC+ agreed to cut oil supply by a
record 9.7 million barrel per day from
May 1 to offset the virus impact on
demand and shore up prices. Aramco
had a negalive gearing ol minus 0.2
percent at the end of 2019, but given
the new realities, Aramco will proba-
bly need to borrow this year and
could see ils gearing - nel debt divid-
ed by balance sheet capital - climb
nearer Lo the levels of other oil majors,
analysts said. They did not give any
Aramco debt forecast.

A mean eslimale by analysts at
Egyptian investment bank EFG-
Hermes, Saudi Arabia’s Al-Rajhi
Capital and Dubai-based Arqaam
Capital forecast Aramco would report
net income of $17.8 billion for the
quarter, compared with $20 billion in
the fourth quarter of last year.

They also expect revenues of
$63.8 billion in the first quarter, com-
pared with $85 billion in the fourth
quarter. “Aramco is now facing the
same challenge as any other big oil
player, striking the right balance
belween capex (capilal expendilure),
dividends and debt load,” Dmitry
Marinchenko, senior director at Fitch
Ratings, said. — Reuters

Oil down in Asia
alter big gains

SINGAPORE: Oil prices were down in Asian
trade yesterday after big gains last week on signs
of a demand revival as some governments ease
coronavirus lockdown measures. US benchmark
West Texas Intermediate (WTI) was down 2.95
percent Lo $24.01 a barrel in morning trade.

International benchmark Brent was changing
hands at $30.27 a barrel, down 2.26 percent. Both
contracts were up Friday, with WTI advancing 25
percent from the previous week following
unprecedented output cuts by major crude pro-
ducers and hopes of demand returning as some
key economies began to ease strict measures to
conlain the virus.

It was the first back-to-back weekly gain for
WTTI since February. The number of active US oil
rigs also continued to fall in a sign of dampened
drilling activity.

Analysts said traders were locking in profits on
Monday, causing prices to fall.

“Oil prices have eased this morning on light
profit-taking flows, helped by data from India
suggesting oil demand nearly halved last month,”
OANDA senior market analyst Jeffrey Halley told
AFP. Analysts, however, expect the decline to be
limited. “Crude oil prices continue to find sup-
port from increasing supply cutbacks amid the
improving macro backdrop,” ANZ Bank said in a
note.—AFP

Croatian oyster
farmers hope
better harvest

MALI STON, Croatia: Oysler [armers in Croalia are
worried this season’s harvest will go lo wasle as the
outbreak of the new coronavirus means tourists, the
main consumers of the delicacy on the Dalmatian
coasl, slay away.

Now that the government has begun to partially lift
a lockdown imposed in mid-March, some are hoping
that the reopening of restaurants will restore at least
some of the demand. The oysler [arms of Mali Ston, a
stunning bay on the southern Adriatic Peljesac penin-
sula which lies 50 kilometers (31 miles) northwest of
Dubrovnik, produce around two million oysters every
year. Their industry has laken a severe hil [rom the
pandemic.

“Some 90% of our production of oysters goes Lo
restaurants here and in Dubrovnik area. There is little
consumption among the locals. So, we can expect
huge losses this year,” said Marija Radic, who heads an
association of oyster producers in Mali Ston.

Two weeks ago the Croatian government decided
to restart the economy in several phases, and restau-
rants and bars have been allowed to reopen, provided
they follow strict hygiene rules. “Up to now there was
no possibility to sell them. I would be happy if we
managed this season just to cover the (production)
costs and keep some financial potential for production
next year,” said Zdravko Lazic, an oysler farmer [rom
Mali Ston.

Lazic had just returned from visiting his farm out in
the bay, which is dotted with buoys and surrounded by
low hills. Croatia, where tourism accounts for almost
20% of its annual gross domestic product, is still hold-
ing out for some tourists this year—Reuters

Indonesia eyes
$1.0bn for
carrier Garuda

JAKART: Indonesia is drawing up a
$1.0 billion rescue plan for struggling
national airline Garuda after the coron-
avirus forced the company to ground
most of its planes, Bloomberg News
reported yesterday.

Under the plan, some $500 million in
Garuda debt would be restructured with
another $500 million in new loans to
help the airline meet operational needs
for the next six months, the report said,
citing Deputy State-Owned Enterprises
Minister Kartika Wirjoatmodjo. The
company was facing the prospect of
defaulting on Islamic bonds known as
sukuk, due next month, the report said,
adding that investors would be offered

 ARARARARY!
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the option of extending maturities on
their investment by three years or a
staggered repayment scheme.

“Garuda remains a good company
with bright prospects,” Wirjoatmodjo
was quoted as saying. “Its business will
remain robust after the outbreak ends.”

Neither the ministry nor the airline
responded to AFP’s request for com-
ment on the report. State-controlled
Garuda—which operates a fleet of more
than 200 aircraft with its Citilink sub-
sidiary—has temporarily cut employee
salaries to help cope with an air travel
slump sparked by the global pandemic.

Coronavirus has dealt a crushing
blow to the global aviation industry,
which has been direclly alfected by
confinement measures and travel
restrictions. Colombia’s Avianca, the
second-largest airline in Latin
America, filed for bankruptcy protec-
tion Sunday in a bid to reorganize its
debt due to the unprecedented hit to
global air travel. — AFP

i
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JAKARTA: Indonesia is drawing up a $1.0 billion rescue plan for strug-
gling national airline Garuda after the coronavirus forced the company to
ground most of its planes. —File photo

Sri Lanka halts
trading soon
alter reopening

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s stock exchange
was shut 38 seconds after opening yes-
terday for the first time following a 52-
day virus lockdown, as a plunge in share
prices triggered a circuit breaker.

The Colombo Stock Exchange was
closed on March 20 when the govern-
ment imposed a lockdown to combat
the spread of the coronavirus, with only
essential services allowed to operate.
But soon after the restart, prices tum-
bled 10 percent, leading the exchange
to stop trading.

Analysts said the stock market was
likely to perform badly when it
reopened, with the pandemic devastat-
ing key sectors of the economy includ-
ing tourism, banking and exports. “This
should have been expected with foreign
investors keen o liquidate their stakes,”
Pasindu Perera, at Candor Equities, said.

“This crisis is unlike any other, and we
may just be al the start of it. So in the
shorl to medium term the selling will
persist.”

The market’s top 20 stocks have
tumbled 38 percent since the first virus
patient was reported on January 27.

The island nation has reported 863
cases and nine deaths so [ar. The gov-
ernment cased the lockdown on
Monday in a bid Lo revive the economy,
which was already struggling Lo recover
from the deadly Easter Sunday bomb-
ings in April last year.

Health authorities have also said the
spread of the virus was under control.
Offices were allowed to reopen with
reduced slaffing but schools and food
outlets remained closed. Sri Lanka in late
March called on international lenders to
grant it and other developing nations a
debl moratorium and defer repayments
as they grapple with the pandemic. The
country last week appealed to its 1.5 mil-
lion government employees to donate
their May salary to the government, say-
ing it would help to narrow the budget
deficit by saving some 100 billion rupees
($525 million). — AFP
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stc launches Microsoft 365 solutions
to support corporate clients, SMEs

Companies and SMEs can now enjoy 6 months [ree subscription

KUWAIT: Kuwait Telecommunications
Company - stc, a world-class digital leader
providing innovative services and platforms to
customers enabling the digital transformation in
Kuwait, announced the launch of a series of
integrated solutions for Microsoft 365, dedicat-
ed to its companies and small & medium enter-
prises customer base, in cooperation with its
strategic partner, Futures Communication
Company - Microsoft Gold Partner.

In a statement released by stc, the Company
highlighted that the initiative lead by General
Manager of Sales & Account Management at
stc, Meshari Al-Hamad, aims to provide an inte-
grated work environment with digital solutions
designed to suit the needs of customers and
SMEs. stc launched attractive Microsoft 365
packages, which in return will support busi-
nesses to continue their operations in a profes-
sional and uninterrupted manner. The Company
has always been a strong supporter of local
businesses and their success, which is the driv-
ing force behind designing flexible packages to
meet the varying needs of business owners.

]
Dollar edges up,
yen falls amid
risk appetite

LONDON: The dollar edged up in early London
trading yesterday while the Japanese yen weak-
ened as risk appetite was boosted by more
countries making moves to re-open their
economies, despite the coronavirus continuing to
spread. Japan said yesterday it could end its
state of emergency in many regions this week
and New Zealand said it could ease restrictions
on Thursday. The UK has also set out plans to
ease the lockdown while in France shops re-
opened yesterday.

The safe-haven Japanese yen hit a 10-day low
versus the dollar, down more than 0.5 percent since
New York’s close. Against a basket of comparable
currencies, the dollar up around 0.1 percent.

“The ongoing improvement in global investor
risk sentiment following acule financial markel
strains in March reflects in part building investor
optimism that the global economy is past the
worst point of the COVID-19 crisis,” Lee
Hardman, currency analyst atl MUFG, wrole in a
note to clients.

A conciliatory phone call between US and
China trade negotiators on Friday also provided
a boost to risk appetite, as it staved off fears of
an imminent new round of US tariffs, even after
US President Donald Trump said he was “very
torn” over whether or not to end the preliminary
phase one trade deal between the two countries.

The euro was down slightly, having fallen in
carly London trading, last down around 0.1 per-
cent versus the dollar at $1.0832. The riskier
Australian dollar was up slightly, while the New
Zealand dollar was down 0.2 percent, having fall-
en from around 0400 GMT.

The Norwegian crown hit new monthly highs
versus the dollar at 0600 GMT, extending ils
decline from a late April lowpoint, last up around
0.3 percent. Easing lockdowns is interpreted as
positive by traders as it enables economic activi-
Ly curlailed by the coronavirus Lo resume. Lifling
the lockdowns too early, however, risks trigger-
ing another wave of the new coronavirus.

South Korea warned of a second wave of the
virus as infections rebounded to a one-month
high and new infections have accelerated in
Germany. —Reuters

Eurozone bond
yields edge up
on exil hopes

LONDON: Borrowing costs across the euro area
nudged higher yeslerday, reflecting a slightly more
upbeat tone in world markets as more countries
look to restart their economies after coronavirus
lockdowns. Italian bond yields rose after Friday’s

These packages include 6 free months for cus-
tomers upon subscribing to the annual basic
package. stc also aims to provide complete
support to the business sector, while assisting
in the mitigation of current economic condi-
tions due to the global COVID-19 pandemic.

Initiative to
help Kuwait
economy

stc mentioned that the Microsoft 365 solu-
tions include an integrated set of cloud com-
puting applications, designed to cater to a wide
range of needs, including Email, Microsoft
teams - the visual communication program for
organizing employee meetings and OneDrive

CB: Crisis costing

Swiss economy
S11-17bn a month

GENEVA: Switzerland’s central bank chief said
in an interview published by Swiss media Sunday
that the coronavirus crisis was costing the Swiss
economy up Lo $17 billion each month.

The head of the Swiss National Bank, Thomas
Jordan, said the crisis surrounding the COVID-19
pandemic was weighing heavily on the Swiss
economy, which was currently functioning at just
70-80 percent of its normal level.

“You have to go back lo the oil crisis of the
1970s to find such a collapse of growth,” he told
the Tamedia group in an interview published by
several Swiss papers Sunday. The impact of the
widespread measures put in place in the Alpine
nation to halt the spread of the virus was running
up “enormous” costs, he said, “to the tune of 11-
17 billion Swiss francs ($11.3-$17.5 billion, 10.4-
16.1 billion euros) each month.”

Jordan cautioned that the public debt would
swell, as would costs linked to unemployment
insurance and to the subsidies provided to busi-
nesses to keep them afloat, pushing Switzerland
towards a significant deficit this year.

The Le Matin Dimanche and SonntagsZeitung
weeklies calculated Sunday that Switzerland in all
should dish out some 100 billion to miligale the
effects of the crisis. They pointed out that in April
joblessness surged 43 percent compared Lo the
same month in 2019 with some two million peo-
ple, out of a population of 8.5 million, drawing
partial unemployment benefits.

Swilzerland has stopped short of ordering full
confinement, but introduced a range of emer-
gency measures in mid-March, including closing

File Exchange - the cloud storage service.
Packages offer by stc are distinguished by their
comprehensive support services provided
through technical experts, who will assist
clients in activating their services instanta-
ncously and hassle-free. This comes in addition
to any of stc’s services available through dis-
tinct and flexible annual packages, according to
each customer’s needs.

stc concluded by saying that the Microsoft
365 solutions offered to its customers came in
collaboration with Future Communications
based on a strategic partnership that spans
over a year of defined success and excellence.
Both entities have worked diligently, side by
side, to help develop the Kuwaiti Telecom sec-
tor by offering an array of the latest digital
solutions, top-notch information, and advanced
communications technology. This ongoing col-
laboration has contributed towards supporting
business owners with their projects, while
meeting their needs to develop and expand
their business operations with ease and at
reduced costs.

Sic

Transform the way you work
using Microsoft 365

with stc Business

GENEVA: Switzerland’s central bank chief said in an interview published by Swiss media Sunday that the
coronavirus crisis was costing the Swiss economy up to $17 billion each month. —Reuters

restaurants and most other businesses, to combat
the spread of the novel coronavirus.

The wealthy Alpine nation, which has counted
more than 1,500 deaths and over 30,000 infec-
tions from COVID-19, has gradually begun lifting
measures, with restaurants, shops and schools
due to open Monday.

Jordan said the loosening of confinement
measures was vital, stressing the need to step
up economic activity to keep a handle on the

rising debl levels.

“It makes sense thal the gradual deconfine-
ment should start now,” he said, insisting that
Switzerland’s essential education, health and
retirement systems “rest on the stabilily of our
economy.” Jordan said the central bank had
been busy intervening in foreign exchange mar-
kets to stabilize the value of the Swiss franc
which is considered a refuge currency in limes
of crisis. —AFP

Stocks rise as
cconomies come
out of lockdown

SYDNEY/HONG KONG: Asian shares
followed Wall Street higher vesterday as
investors looked ahead to more countries
restarting their economies, even as some
reported an unwelcome pick up in new
coronavirus cases.

European markets are also heading
north, with EUROSTOXX 50 futures and
FISE futures up about 1 percent. E-Mini
futures for the S&P 500 opened softer
but bounced as the Asia day wore on and
was last up 0.5 percent.

Encouraging investors in Asia was fur-
ther loosening of coronavirus restrictions
in the region with New Zealand easing
some curbs from Thursday while Japan
plans to end a state of emergency for
areas where infections have stabilized. In
Europe, millions of French people are also
set to cautiously emerge from one of that
region’s strictest lockdowns on Monday.

That comes even as South Korea
warned of a second wave of the new

coronavirus as infections rebounded Lo a
one-month high, while new infections
accclerated in Germany.

Investors seemed determined Lo stay

optimistic and MSCI's broadest index of

Asia-Pacific shares outside Japan firmed
1.1 percent. Japan’s Nikkei climbed 1.5
percent to 20,485.00 points in afternoon
trade. Earlier in the session, the index rose
as much as 1.8 percent to hit its highest
since March 6.

Chinese blue chips rose 0.1 percent.
Chinese inflation and production data due
this week will be closely walched for clues
on how the pandemic has hit demand in
the world’s second-largesl economy.

Wall Street had rallied on Iriday after
the April payrolls report proved dire but
not quite as awful as analysts’” worst fears.
“Just getting the worst jobs report in his-
tory out, is at the margins helpful for risky
assels,” said Alan Ruskin, head of G10 FX
at Deutsche Bank.

“Since late March there has been an
extraordinary divergence between the
real economy and financial risk, with the
latter helped by unprecedented policy
accommodation,” he added. “Markets
know the real economy data is awful.
We are less sure of how long markets
aided by policy, can defy the real econ-

————— TOKYO: Pedestrians are seen reflected in a quotation board displaying
stock prices on the Tokyo Stock Exchange in Tokyo . —AFP

omy, il the growth improvement is slow.”
The bond market certainly seems to
think any recovery will be slow with
two-vear yields hitting record lows at
0.105 percent and Fed fund futures
turning negative for the first time ever.
The rally in prices has come even as

the US Treasury plans to borrow trillions
of dollars in the next few months to plug
a gaping budget deficit. Federal Reserve
Chair Jerome Powell is due lo give a
keynole speech on Wednesday and ana-
lysts suspect he will rule out taking rates
negalive, al least [or now. —Reulers

decision by Moody’s, to leave its rating on Italy
unchanged al one nolch above junk Llerritory, as
expected.

France was cautiously emerging from its lock-
down on Monday and Britain on Sunday outlined
plans to begin slowly easing its restrictions. The
quicker countries can restart their economies, the
grealer the chances of a swill rebound from the
coronavirus economic shock.

“The focus is on Lhe reslarling economies
and risk senliment has a chance to recover [ur-
ther despite the dreadfully weak economic data
for April,” said Commerzbank rates stralegist

Rainer Guntermann.

“With the weekend newsflow nol sending any
fresh warning signals, the air for Bunds is getting
thinner and 10-year bond yields should rise
above -0.5 percent.” Germany’s benchmark 10-
year Bund yield was up 1.5 basis points in early
trade at -0.52 percent, not far off 1-1/2 month
lows hit at the end of April.

Ten-vyear bond vields in Italy were also 1.5 bps
higher, trading at 1.8 percent.

While Moody’s left Italy’s ralings unchanged
on Iriday, DBRS Morningstar cut Italy’s ratings
trend lo “negalive” from “slable”. DBRS blamed

considerable uncertainty over the economic
repercussions stemming from the COVID-19 out-
break, adding that Italy’s rating outlook remains
weak. Mizuho bond strategists said they expect-
ed the “fundamental weakness” of the periphery
to persist.

“The trajectory lowards a sub-IG (investment
grade) rating for Italy remains inexorable, and it is
only a malter of lime before [unds begin Lo move Lo
pre-empt rating downgrades,” they said in a note.

A cul Lo junk territory by one of the three major
agencies matters because of its implications for
Italy’s position in major bond indexes. —Reuters
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New York sounds alarm over
coronavirus-linked syndrome

NEW YORK: New York’s Mayor
Bill de Blasio on Sunday voiced
‘tremendous concern’ over an uptick
in cases of a pediatric syndrome that
scientists suspect could be linked to
COVID-19, which has left at least
three people dead statewide. The
mayor said 38 cases of pediatric mul-
li-system inflammatory syndrome
detected in New York City, with an
additional nine suspected cases
awailing confirmation.

Shortly afterward Governor
Andrew Cuomo said the state health
department was probing 85 polential
cases slatewide of the syndrome,
which exhibits similarities to
Kawasaki disease and toxic shock
syndrome. One of the deaths was a
five-year-old boy. Howard Zucker,
the state’s health commissioner, said
the others included an elementary
school-age child and an adolescent.
The children were not known to have
pre-existing conditions and lived in
three different counties, Zucker said.

Cuomo said two additional deaths
were under invesligalion, which if
confirmed would bring the lotal
statewide death toll linked to the
syndrome to five. Symptoms of the
illness include persistent fever, rash,
abdominal pain and vomiting, as well
as possible inflammation of blood
vessels and the heart. “What it does
is, basically, in a child’s body lriggers
an inlensive, almost overwhelming

immune system response. And that
aclually causes harm Lo the body, de
Blasio said.

The mavyor said all children with
associated symptoms would now be
tested for COVID-19 as well as anti-
bodies. So far, of the confirmed cases
in the cily, 47 percent had tested
positive for coronavirus and 81 per-
cenl had antibodies, the mayor said,
indicaling most had exposure to the
fast-spreading virus al some point.
Cuomo said it was possible cases had
already cropped up previously but
had not been linked to the coron-
avirus because of the absence of res-
piratory symptoms.

Kawasaki disease is a myslerious
illness that primarily affects children
up lo the age of five and causes the
walls of arteries to become inflamed,
resulting in fever, skin peeling and
joint pain. Britain’s Nalional Health
Service first sounded the alarm last
month, warning aboul a small rise in
children infected with the coron-
avirus that have ‘overlapping features
of toxic shock syndrome and atypical
KKawasaki disease.” France has also
reported several cases. Though
frightening, most recover without
serious issues.

Nursing home testing
On Sunday both the mayor and
the governor also emphasized
research into remdesivir drug thera-

py, an anti-viral shown to reduce
recovery Llimes in COVID-19
patients. US regulators authorized
emergency use of the drug against
severe infections, with Japan also
approving it last week.

De Blasio said initial trials had
shown decreased hospital stays from
15 days to 11 for those treated with
the drug. He called on the Donald
Trump administration to release more
doses to New York, saying the city
had received 4,000 bul sought
39,000 for the month of May.
Cuomo, meanwhile, introduced new
regulations for nursing homes, which
have been particularly hard-hit by
coronavirus, saying all stafl must now
be lested lwice a week for infec-
tion—or facilities will face losing
their licenses.

And as May 15 approaches, the
date to which the governor extended
statewide confinemenl measures,
Cuomo said some regions in New
York would likely be ready Lo begin a
soft loosening of regulations. But
relaxing such measures in New York
City appeared distant: the city of 8.6
million is still by far the epicenter of
the virus in the United States with
approximately a quarter of the coun-
try’s more than 79,000 deaths. The
city has reported more than 14,000
coronavirus-linked deaths and over
5,000 more considered likely caused
by the infection. — AFP

SAO PAULO: On Friday, musician
Rodrigo Cunha and his piano zipped down
an elevated highway in a gritty section of
downtown Sao Paulo, playing tunes written
by Brazil's most famous composers, from
Tom Jobim to Vinicius de Moraes. Dressed
in a dark blue suit, wearing a plastic face
shield and riding atop a modified flatbed
truck, Cunha is a conspicuous presence on
the Minhocao, a highway weaving through
graffiti-covered buildings that has become
a symbol the city’s urban grit.

But with South America’s largest
metropolis under quarantine, the surreal
has become increasingly normal in recent
weeks. This is one of the few ways, Cunha
says, he can serenade the region’s mothers,
many of whom are forced to pass this
Mother’s Day without their children or
grandchildren. ‘I'm really moved to be able
to share my art so that people feel alright,
said Cunha, a musician al the cily’s
Baccarelli Elizete Costa Orchestra, who is
volunteering his time. ‘And 1 feel good
being able to collaborate and be part of
this story that we’re living through.’

Cunha is part of a crew of dozens of
Paulistanos, as the cily’s residents are

To celebrate mothers trapped in
quarantine, Sao Paulo gets creative

known, who have volunteered their time
and, in some cases, resources to pay hom-
age to the city’s mothers. While the coron-
avirus crisis is growing in Brazil, leading to
a palpable sense of frustration and fear,
the crisis has also been an opportunity for
Brazil's famously convivial to show their
solidarity in unexpected ways. The truck
upon which Cunha rides was provided by a
local Mercedes-Benz dealer for free. His
suit was provided by a city tailor.

Olga Amato, the owner of a large
events business in Sao Paulo and the
organizer of the iniliative, said she was
inspired by a similar homage to medical
professionals in the Italian town of Varallo,
in which musicians played the famed
Brazilian tango ‘Odeon,” by Ernesto
Nazareth. Amato said she managed to
gather all the volunteers she needed for
the project within a 24-hour time frame. ‘1
think that if this virus came to teach us
something, it was to teach us that we need
to lessen our differences,” she said, after a
tune from the piano that left hundreds of
Paulistanos glued Lo their windows. “That
empathy and solidarity will stay with us
forever.” — Reuters
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« Brain hemorrhage

« Skull fracture

« Brain stroke

« Chronic pain in the extremities

= Epilepsy
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= Migraine & chronic headache conditions

« Surgical & endoscopic treatment of cervical & lumbar disc,
in addition to brain & spinal cord tumaors
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% Endoscopic Sinus Surgery
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[ . DR. MOHAMMAD AL HAJRY

Canadian Board of Otolaryngology

Head & Neck Surgery and Facial Plastics.

Fellow of Royal College of Surgeons-Canada

A rare Subspecialty in Microscopic Ear Surgery, Cochlear
implant & Ear diseases

 Diagreis Treatrent of General Ears, Mose, and Theoat conditions in adults & pedistrics

o Minimially invarsive Endioscopic sinus sumgery induding Balloon snuplasty

o Manimually inversive Microscopic®: Endosmpic Ear aurmeny

 Diagnosis & weatment of Dtnlogy and Audclogy (Hearing loss, T & balance disoeers |
+ Facial Flastic and reconstructive surmenes {Rhinoplasty, Otoplasty, Rllers & Botoninections) ;
# Diagnoss & treatment of snaing & obstructive sleep apnea i dinic without suigery b
+ Diagness & Treatment of voice and swallowing drders. J
w Diagnosis & Trestrroent of Hiad and Redk benign & milignant tumots |

+ D i i) il Bl
i e . i e i

Salmiya, Belajat Street, Tel: 1881122

Call: 24833199 ext:101,102
or Direct line: 24835616 / 24835617
or email: ads@kuwaittimes.com

DR KHALED ALMERRI

Conazultant interventional Cardiology
Depariment: Heart & Vascular Canjer

Specialized in:

T-Diagnostic and therapeutic cardiac catheterization (Angiegraphy and
Angioplasty). Aortic vaive implantation.

2- Diagnasisand treatment of coronary artery diseases

3- Diagnosis and treatment of heart failure, cardiomyopathies and
valvular diseases.

4-Diagnosis and treatment of high blood pressure and high
cholesterol.

5- Diagnosis and treatment of syncope, palpitations and
caidiac arhythmias.

(- Non-invasive diagnostic procedures echocandiography,

exercise stiess test, and 24 hour blood pressure and

Holter monitoring

B . B T
Al Sataan lnnerpatonnd Hospital

Telaphone: 1830008 Exi: 2400
{@ alsalam int. hospital

American Board Certified in General Surgery
Member of the Sodety of American Gastrointestinal & Endoscopic Surgeons (SAGES)
Higherspedalization in Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary surgery & Organ Transplantation

IC by

Member of many prestigious surgical societies.

# [Lay case sumgeried & Mmor surgenss (Wpoma, sshaceous cyst, ingrowing nall)
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DR. FAHAD S BUHAIMED ACADAMIC CERTIFICATES: 91-' ”

Consultant Cosrmetic Dermatologist & KRennwva
Halr Transplant, NY :

emietic Treatments.
o Hair Transplant & Restoration,
y  Body & Face Contouring

injectabie Fillers & Botox

BHARLD, Ahmad Alisber st., Duikding b,
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Dr. Ahmad Alaeddine
Head of Cardiology deparimenta
at Dar Al Shifa hospital

» Consultant Interventional and conventional
cardiologist.

# Specialised in the Diagnosis and treatment
of all adult cardiac diseases, including
those cases that need urgent intervention
in Cath lab (primary angioplasty).

£lawl| jls ipauis
Daor Al Shifo Hospilol

=/ Tele:1802 555

(@) daralshifa

Dr. Hamoud Abdullah Alarouj

ENT Consultant, Laryngologist

4 Kuwait Board of Otolaryngology.

& Laryngology Fellowship, McGill
University- Canada.

& Fellow of the European Board of
Otolaryngology — Head & Neck surgery.

4 Member of the American Academy of
Otolaryngology Head & Neck Surgery.

4 Member of the British Laryngological
Association.

4 Member of the European Laryngological
Society.

4 Member of the Canadian Society of
Otolaryngology Head & Neck Surgery.

Experienced In:
® Management of benign and malignant vocal cord lesions.

@ Vocal cord augmentation. 4

@ Diagnosis and treatment of spasmodic dysphonia. \ '
il B

@ Surgery for the deviated nasal septum. r_%

@ Endoscopic sinus surgery.

@ Adenotonsillectomy using latest techniques.
@ Myringotomy and ventilation tube insertion.

@ Diagnosis and treatment of allergic rhinitis.

® Tympanoplasty. \df

@ Diagnosis and treatment of vertigo.

@ Thyroid surgery |

@ Diagnosis and treatment of snoring.
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Scope of (indca Practboe: <r Colonic Hydrotherapy & Frcal bncostinende Treatment

4 emaral & Lapaseumpic Surgery & Lapasvicapic min bypass

> Single Port Sasgery S Tuarreanal minimally invashe surgery

& Treatment ol Dole- ectal Diisases, indhuding Colopsctal Cancer

4 Surgical Teeatrnert of Inflammutory Borerel Atraeas Academnic Certificates, Trainings & i
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Picatiom) 4 Fellow of American College of Surery

<> VAAFT Procusdure (Teeatenent of Fistala hiough Fauieuopa) QWHﬁmdﬂf&ﬂﬂimm

4 Treatment ol Inritsble Bowel Symptoms

4 (olonasoopy & Gastrouopy

< Stomach Balloon irveition & removal

& Bariairic Sungery - Lap Serwe Gastretiomy
< Gallstones & Abdominal Hermis Surgery

& Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians & Surgeons of Canada
- Amesican Boasd of Colo — Rectal Sumesy
& American Bosad of Surgical Citial Care

# Diagnasis, treatment and Tollow up of all surgical 4 Hemorholds, frstula & anal fissure sumenies s
BMENgencies # breast surgeries T ] ‘l [ 0
- s & Surgery for mosbid obesity (sleeve, gastric bypass) @ Thyméd & adrenal surgedies g . Dr. Abdullah Al Haddad
3 # Hernia repair # Cholecysteclomy & lapamscopic appendiceciomy T SUFQEW Departmenl
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Consuftant of Genesal Surgery + (IFSO) member . : -
DR. FAHAD AL-MUKHAIZEEM gttt + Faculty member of (BEST). -
Consultant Pediatrician « Member of Kuwait Surgical Association. -
m
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Consultant Pediatrician-Canadian & American =l Scope of clinical Practice. -
Board in Pediatrics-Canadian ' SEImG SUR A -
Board in Pediatric Emergency ) « Gallbladder stones surgeries. =i
e’ « Abdominal wall and hemia surgeries. a
" « G.|. surgeries. -
+ Thyroid and para - thyroid surgeries. it
+ Anal surgeries. "
a1

Tel.: - Fax: 22269368 Al-Jabriya - Block 1A - 5t.1 - Mazaya Building - 15th Floor - Clinic B

emall: wouhaimed @gmail.com  Tal: 985 22260411/ Mob.: 065 99212228 Jabriya, dth King Rood Bdock 1A Rloor & -Chover Center Mazaya Ballding




14

Fuwait=2= Cimes

Established 1961

Lifestyle|Gossip

ESSENCE

THE BLACK WOMAHN'S

ANNIVERSA Y ISSUE
FIVE DECADES =
OF STYLE,

CULTURE &

POWER

IO BNNMAYE WC) BINTESD 2i5IA

-
3L}

e e
e \{r :

JGURNEY

APBELL
PORTRAIT
IN ISOCATION

HIQIEH i

,_:u-ﬂ:_l

THE NEW NORMAL: HOW COVID-19 SHIFTED OUR REALITY

shoots ESSENCE
magazines cover at home

aomi Campbell has shot her
N own cover image for

ESSENCE magazine during

sell-isolation. The 49-year-
old supermodel - who is set to cele-
brate her 50th birthday later this month
- snapped a series of shots from her
home on her iPhone Lo grace the cover
of the longest-running Black media
platform for its 50th anniversary, mark-
ing history as the first cover star to
shoot her own photos. Sharing a snap
of the May/June magazine cover on her
Instagram account, she wrote: “It was a
very special honor and unusual experi-
ence for me to be able to shoot and
style my own cover for Essence’s 50th
Anniversary Issue on my iPhone.
“While it was a sad reminder for me of
all the people in media and production
who are not able to work due to the
coronavirus, it also brought me hope
and encouragement to know that our
people and our infrastructures are
resilient. “We are rooted in knowledge

and crealivily and continue to lake
back full control of our narratives. We
will come out of this stronger than ever.
Happy Anniversary @LEssence maga-
zine. As we botlh turn the century
together.” Naomi donned a vinlage
Chloé dress from her own closel on the
cover, which she styled herself - along
with her hair, makeup and the rest of
her shool. It marks the model’s seventh
appearance on the cover of the publi-
cation - which is aimed at a readership
of African-American women - and,
despite turning 50 on May 22, she has
no intention of stopping working as a
model until “God wants me to”. She
told the magazine: “I'm embracing
being here, living, breathing. All the
simple things we Look for granted now
matter so much more than ever before
... I do believe that I will rest when God
wants me to. But until then, I'll keep
going.”

K(M had cancer

treatment for his kids

al Kilmer agreed to cancer
v treatment for his kids. The

60-year-old actor has chil-

dren Jack, 24, and Mercedes,
28, from his marriage Lo ex-wile Joanne
Whalley and when Val was diagnosed
with throat cancer, he originally
planned to pray with his Christian
Science practitioner so his body would
no longer “manifest outwardly what
can be diagnosed as a malady”.
However, Val’s children are not

Christian Scientists and they convinced
him to also have medical treatment for
his condition. He told the New York
Times newspaper: “[I had the | sugges-
tion of throal cancer.” [In Christian
Science], “the idea is rather than say I
have it or possess it, there is a claim,

there’s a suggestion that this is a facl”.
He added: “I just didn’t want to experi-
ence their fear, which was profound. 1
would've had Lo go away, and I jusl
didn’t want to be without them.” Val
previously denied having cancer and
explained: “[People] said I was denying
that [ had cancer, and when they asked
me, I didn’t have cancer. It was a bit

like do you have a broken bone? And il

you broke it in high school, you would
say no. Suddenly suspect. I have had a
bone broken, but why are you being so
aggressive? I had a bone broken. It
was broken in my leg. ‘Oh, so you have
a broken leg.” ‘No, no, I don’l; I say. |
did have a broken leg. “There is noth-
ing either good or bad but thinking
makes it so. [ prayed, and that was my
form of treatmenL.” Val currently uses a
tracheostomy tube and believes that
prayer was the true treatment for his
illness, while the medical intervention is
what has hurt him. He explained:
“Thal’s from radiation and chemothera-
py. IUs not from cancer. That ‘treatment’
caused my suffering.” And thanks to his
Christian Science faith, Val has no fear
of death. He explained: “Someone
comes up Lo you and says you have
only four months Lo live, and the con-
cept of time is a human one. So, il you
describe the divine concept of time,
there is no time.”

Denise has ‘great
communication with Charlie

enise Richards has “greal”

communication with her ex-

husband Charlie Sheen. The

49-vyear-old aclress - who
was married Lo the Hollywood star from
2002 until 2006 - has revealed she and
Charlie have tried to establish a good
relationship in recent times for the sake
of their two daughters. Denise - who
has Sam, 16, and Lola, 14, with the
actor - said: “Communication’s great
with him. [My husband] Aaron
[Phypers] and I actually saw him the
other day.” Denise also revealed thatl
Charlie, 54, doesn’t watch her on “The
Real Housewives ol Beverly Hills™ -
even though their custody battle has
previously been discussed on the TV
show. She told Us Weekly: “I don’t even
think he knows [whal’s airing], bul he
knows obviously when you file some-
thing in court that it’s public. “He and 1
have dealt with this stuff for, gosh, 14,

15 years.” The high-profile duo have
had their fair share ol acrimony since
their split. But according to Denise,
they now have a good relationship with
cach other. The actress - who also has
an adopted daughter called Eloise -
shared: “We try to keep [the show]
separate from things, but he hasn’t even
said anything other than very positive
[feedback]. It’s all good.” By contrast,
Denise previously alleged that Charlie
- who revealed he was HIV positive
back in 2017 - hadn't paid “child sup-
port in over a year”. The TV star
admitted she'd considered taking him
Lo courl over the allegation, bul ulti-
malely, she decided against going
down a “loxic road” with her ex-hus-
band. Denise explained: “He’s very
lucky because I never Ltook him to
courl. It is such a loxic road. It brings
up so much, like, anxiety.”

Rlverdale’s Lili Reinhart

to voice Simpsons character

ili Reinhart is set to voice a

L character in “The Simpsons’.
The 23-vear-old actress has

revealed via Instagram that

she’ll be voicing the part of an eight-
year-old girl in an upcoming episode of
the iconic cartoon show, called ‘The
Hateful Eight-Year-Olds’. She wrote on
the photo-sharing platform: “It is truly
an incredible, surreal blessing that |
was able partake in one of the most
iconic Lelevision shows ever made. If
you're interested in hearing me voice a
bitchy eight year old, watch @thesimp-
sons May 10th at 8pm on FOX. (sic)”
Lili will be joined in the episode by her
‘Riverdale’ co-stars Camila Mendes
and Madelaine Petsch, both of whom
have also landed voice parts in the
comedy. Camila, 25, wrole on her own
Instagram account: “never in my life did
i think i'd gel lo voice a characler on
the simpsons but here we are! it’s me,
@lilireinhart and @madelame playing
mean and annoying 8 yr old girls. airs

Disick ‘is

may 10th at 8 PM on fox (sic)”.
Meanwhile, ‘Riverdale’ closed down
production in March due to the coron-
avirus pandemic. The drama series -
which was being filmed in Vancouver,
Canada - halted work on its fourth sea-
son after an unnamed “leam member”
came into contact with someone suf-
fering [rom the virus. A statement from
Warner Bros. Television said at the
lime: “We have been made aware thal a
team member {rom ‘Riverdale’, which is
produced in Vancouver, was recently in
contact with a person who has tested
positive for COVID-19. “The team
member is currently receiving medical
evaluation. “We are working closely
with the appropriate authorities and
health agencies in Vancouver Lo identli-
fy and contact all individuals who may
have come into direct contact with our
leam member. The health and safety of
our employees, casts and crews is
always our top priority.”

looking into the

next steps of his recovery’

colt Disick is “looking into
S his next steps” after leaving

rchab. The 36-year-old real-
ity TV star recently checked
himsell into a rehab facility in Colorado
- where he sought treatment to help
him deal with the pain caused by the
death of his parents - and he’s now
turned his attention to the next stage of
his recovery. An insider said: “He’s
looking into his next steps. “He’s talking
to a lot of people who can give him
psychological, emotional, physical and
spiritual health. He knows he needs all
four.” Scott - who has Mason, 10,
Penelope, seven, and Reign, five, with
ex-girlfriend Kourtney Kardashian - is
not currently in the “dire straits he was
in a couple of years back”. However, he
is still said to be in need of help. The
source lold People magazine: “He
needs a lot of healing. “He’s in a lot of
pain, and he’s drifting right now. He
wants to be the man and the father he
was crealed Lo be, but he’s falling very
short right now. So he’s been taking
care of that. He needed help.” Initially,
it was speculated that Scott - who lost
his mother in 2013 and his dad in early
2014 - checked into rehab due to
cocaine and alcohol abuse problems.
However, Marty Singer, Scott’s attor-
ney, subsequently clarified that the

move was instead linked to the death of
his parents, Bonnie and Jeffrey Disick.
He recently explained: “In an effort to
finally come to terms and deal with the
pain that Scott has been silently suffer-
ing for many vears due to the sudden
death of his mother, followed by the
death of his father three months later,
Scott made the decision to check him-
self into a rehab facility last week Lo
work on his past traumas. “He did not
check in for any alcohol or cocaine
abuse.”—Bang showbiz
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LAURA HARRIER:
Turning 30 changed
my beauty regime

regime when she turned 30. The

‘Spider-man: Homecoming’ star

made the decision to switch up her
beauty routine after hitting the milestone
birthday in a bid Lo stay looking youthful after
previously strictly sticking to a combination of
“clean” products. During an Instagram Live
wilh The Cut, she said: “I am into clean beauty,
but I can't say that I only do clean beauty. “I'm
selectively clean. Turning 30 I was like, ‘I do
need to be doing more than just putting honey
on my face,” honestly.” Previously, Laura had
been using manuka honey to help reduce and
ease any breakouts she’s prone to get from
hormone changes in her body, but she has
since swapped the natural sweet substance for
a tougher cleanser. She explained: “That’s
what [ did for a while and it worked! Manuka
honey makes a really awesome mask. IUs anli-
bacterial, so if I'm breaking out I'll put on a
Manuka honey face mask and gel in the bath.
It drips everywhere - you don’t want to do
thal when you're silling on the couch. “I really
love the Dr. Dennis Gross Alpha Beta peel
pads. I get hormonal breakouts, and it smooths
everything over. But I use the sensitive-skin
ones, because the other ones are really
intense. I'll alternate that and Shawnee’s
retinol every other night.” What’s more, the
‘BlacKkKlansman’ actress is constantly
stopped by people asking what perfume she
wears but she actually gives herself a spritz
with orange blossom oil from Morocco. She
added: “A good [riend of mine wenl Lo
Morocco and brought back this orange blos-
som oil that’s the best-smelling thing ever. 1
just use that. I had some a few years ago that
she gave me and it was in a tiny bottle that I
used all up. “People would chase me down th
street asking what I was wearing. When she
wenl back she got me a big one. Hopefully I'm
stocked up for a little bit.”

L aura Harrier changed her beauty

says writing
his self-help book has
been ‘therapeutic’

Cent [ound writing his own self-help book
50 to be a “therapeutic” experience. The 44-

year-old rap star has admitted to enjoying

the process of penning his self-help book,
saying it's helped him to assess what he was feeling
during some of his own life-shaping experiences.
Speaking to Ebro Darden on Apple Music, 50 -
whose real name is Curtis Jackson - explained: “It
was therapeutic al points just going back. “A lot of
times when you're in a different space where you can
aclually assess whal you was feeling and going
through, you're able to put it in terms where other
people can understand it better.” 50 is also in the
process of creating a posthumous album for the late
rapper Pop Smoke, who was shot dead during a home
invasion in February. The chart-topping rapper insist-
ed it’s not been difficult to put the record together. He
shared: “I definitely want to get Roddy Rich and a
few of the people that I know that would fit on these
records organically involved in it. “I'm going it to
send to them and I'm going lo say, ‘Play il. Listen, if
you don'l just feel like this is it, don’t even louch il.
Please send it back. Delete, and just move on.’
Because he had so many pieces set up that were so
good that it’'s not tough to put it together.”
Meanwhile, 50 recently confessed his lyrics are
misogynistic. The 21 Questions’ hitmaker conceded
that his music is prejudiced against women - but he
also thinks that, like any artist, he should be free to
express himself. He explained: “They are misogynis-
tic, but the world is not under the same circum-
stances. “Are you going to tell a painter what to
paint? I'm an artist. Why am I limited to what you feel
should be said?”
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A woman wearing a face mask takes a selfie while
visiting the Disneyland amusement park in Shanghai
yesterday.—AFP photos

Musicians are seen during the reopening of the Disneyland amusement park in

Shanghai.
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People visit the Disneyland amusement park in Shanghai.

SHANGHAI DISNEYLAND REOPENS AFTER
THREE-MONTH CORONAVIRUS CLOSURE

ing a more than three-month coronavirus shut-

down as China moves nearer lo normalily and
Walt Disney Co. seeks to plug the flow of red ink
caused by the pandemic. The theme park in China’s
most populous city is the first of the entertainment
conglomerale’s six main Disney resorls around the
world to reopen, but does so under the shadow of the
coronavirus. It welcomed a capped number of visilors
who had to pre-book tickets, have their temperatures
checked on arrival and show a government QR code
designed to prove they are not a health risk.

On a warm and hazy morning, speakers on a
recorded loop asked people to wear masks at all times
and reminded them Lo obey social distancing, including
in queues and on rides. Staff held signs instructing
“please maintain a proper social distance from other
guests” and vellow lines and posters on the ground
showed people where to stand when waiting. Disney
said there would be increased frequency of sanitisa-
tion and disinfection, and the park will limit or suspend
performances that often include interaction between
visitors and charactlers such as Mickey Mouse.

Despite the measures and persistent fear of new
infections, tickets for the first day sold out within min-
ules after going on sale Iriday, Chinese stale media
said. “Though many areas are still closed we are very
much looking forward to the first day of reopening
and wondering whal’s the difference inside today
compared Lo before,” said a woman who gave the
English name “Killy” and was with her excited five-
year-old daughter. “We have stayed at home for
around two months and got bored enough.” Andrew
Bolstein, senior vice president of operations at the
resorl, said the “vast majority” of altractions and
facilities were open and they will be “adding more and
more as lime goes on”.

Shanghai Disneyland reopened vesterday [ollow-

A discarded face mask is pictured on the ground in
Regents Street in London on May 3, 2020, during the
nationwide lockdown due to the novel coronavirus
COVID-19 pandemic. —AFP

Face masks and
slippers: Museums
preserve lockdown life

ould you put your slippers on display? The
W global coronavirus pandemic is still raging
bul museums are already gathering lestimo-
ny and objects to remember life under lockdown. “IU’s
such an extraordinary experience,” Beatrice Behlen,
senior curator at the Museum of London, told AFP.
“When we knew there was going to be a lockdown,
we slarted straight away talking about what we need-
ed to collect something for the future.” The museum,
dedicated to the history of the British capital,
launched an appeal for Londoners to donate items
that reflect their lives during the COVID-19 outbreak.
“It could be something that gives you comforl —
one example mentioned often is maybe your favorite
slippers, and you've been wearing them every day,”
she said. It might also be evidence of a new skill
someone has picked up, whether knitting or cooking
or making masks for healthcare workers. Among the
items collected so far are a pot of homemade jam and
a makeshifl rattle used to accompany the weekly
“clap for carers” across the country. “What is inter-
esling for us is the story thal’s behind it, nol neces-
sarily the thing itself,” Behlen said. “It needs lo mean
something to the people. And we asked them to tell us
about the object as well.”

‘Collection of emotions’

Harder to curate are the emotions people feel
while isolated al home, the feelings of loss and fear,
but also safety, hope and love. In response Lo an
appeal by the Museum of Home, also in London, one
family has recorded how they sel up a screen in [ront
ol their Lable so they could share a meal with relatives
via videolink. Another transformed their living room
into a workshop to make gowns for healthcare staff.
The museum is also asking people to record how they
feel about their homes, which are now used as offices,
classrooms and gyms. “Whal seems lo be coming oul
time and again with some of the testimonies is peo-
ple’s resilience to the situation and how they're
changing and adapting,” said museum director Sonia
Solicari—AFP

ment park in Shanghai yesterday. — AFP

‘Encouraging signs’

Coronavirus emerged in the central city ol Wuhan
in December and later spread globally, forcing coun-
tries around the world to take restrictive prevention
measures that have rocked the global economy. But as
the first virus-alfected country, China also has a head
start on returning to normal as the number of reported
cases in the country has plummeted. Business activity
began resuming in March and last month major tourist
sites around the country were reopened and middle
and high schools started resuming classes.

Walt Disney Co. said last week that profit plunged

S

park in Shanghai.

91 percent to $475 million in the first three months of
the year and that it would suffer a $1.4 billion hit from
the coronavirus in the current quarter. The pandemic
has dealt a massive blow to the company’s theme
parks and other operations. Revenue at its “Parks,
Experiences and Products” division fell 10 percent to
$5.5 billion in the first three months of the year and the
segment’s operating income fell 58 percent, the com-
pany said.

Disney shuttered the Shanghai park in late January,
followed by others in the United States, France, Japan
and Hong Kong. Disney CEO Bob Chapek said last
week that “we are seeing encouraging signs of a grad-

HOW MASKS WENT FROM ‘MUZZLE'
TO FASHION'’S OBJECT OF DESIRE

nce upon a time if you wanted to get ahead
O you got a hat. Now if you want step outside

your {ront door you need a mask. In a mat-
ter of weeks, the coronavirus has upended the
Western wardrobe and challenged its deepest
codes about freedom, comfort and self-expression.
From being a curious oddily seen only on Asian
tourists, masks have suddenly become as essential
as socks — a signal of civic virtue and a passport to
many public spaces denied to the bare faced.
“When you wear one you are saying, ‘I'm nol a
threat’,” said French designer Stephanie Coudert,
who made her name with Paris haute couture. “It’s a
civic gesture.”

Yet when she sat down to design a mask, one
thought kept coming back to her. “It's a muzzle. It is
hard to gel away [rom thal,” Coudert Ltold AFP.
Fashion’s Mr Zeitgeist, Louis Vuitton’s Virgil Abloh
had no such reservations, rushing out a simple black
mask emblazoned with the arrow logo of his own
Off-White label for $92 (87 curos) a pop. It imme-
diately sold out and has since become the most cov-
eled style accessory in the world, according to
trends monitor the Lyst Index, with some now sell-
ing secondhand for four and five limes thal. By con-
trast, Coudert is selling her couture masks for eight
euros. “It a social choice for me,” she said. “I think
we are all asking ourselves how we can be useful.”
Not surprisingly, she is working flat out to keep up
with demand. Indeed Lyst said internel searches for
masks have gone up five limes since the beginning
ol the year.

Early adopters

Even belore the virus raised its ugly head, masks
were coming in from the fashion cold. American
designer Rick Owens was ahead of the curve, mask-
ing many of the models in his Paris spring summer
collection two years ago and giving oul masks to
everyone at the show. Back then Owens had pollu-
lion and climale change in mind. Yel he was reluc-
tant to revive the idea even as the virus casts its
shadow on the last Paris fashion week in March. “I
would hate to capitalize on it,” he said. “I'm sure
people will and it will be sensational on Instagram.”

Owens was nol alone in seeing a [lashion fulure
for masks. Rising French designer Marine Serre was
an carly adopter and they have also featured in
recent Gucci, Vetements and Japanese designer
Takahiro Niyashita’s The Soloist shows. But many of
the big houses remain cautious and deeply ambiva-
lent about whether masks will be part of our fashion
future. Style historian Olivier Saillard warned masks
were “an accessory we all want to be quickly rid of”.

‘Rather vulgar’

It could be seen as “rather vulgar to make money
from putting a logo on a mask,” he told AFP. While
Dior, Saint Laurent and Balenciaga have been making
free masks for Irench medical staff and care workers,
there is a reticence about going any further. Chloe, a
bag and accessory designer for a fabled French house,
told AFP from the window of her Paris apartment that
she had been asked to toy with some ideas around
masks. “IU's tricky,” she said. “But we could be wearing
them for many months or even years, so why nol make
them into a fetish object. It is what we humans do.”
Coudert said that it we had to live with them, il was
best Lo make masks that were clever, comfortable and
calming.

An employee of the company “Jimy”, which manufac-
tures Charro and regional suits, shows a face mask
with a Mexican print in Guadalajara, Mexico, amid the
new coronavirus pandemic.— bioreports

AIDS analogy

“I dropped the idea of making ones with a seam
down the middle because you can look like a warrior in
them. We don’t need to make people any more nervous
now,” said the couturier. For the anthropologist
Irederic Keck, masks have long been regarded in the
West as “archaic and oppressive”, a prejudice that will
be hard Lo shake. Indeed, covering the face is lechni-
cally illegal in France under a controversial “burqa
ban” aimed at Islamic face coverings.

In a think piece in the French daily Le Monde, Keck
compared masks and the constraints COVID-19 has
imposed on social interaction to the “loss of innocence
that AIDS brought to love making” in the 1980s.
Despite all the downsides, historian Saillard sees one
posilive Lo be drawn from having lo wear masks. “In an
era which is all aboul ego... a little bit of sell-elface-
ment is maybe not all bad,” he said—AFP

ual return lo some semblance of normalcy in China”.
Disney has, meanwhile, delayed the release of more
than a dozen major films as cinemas have closed.
Revenues from new streaming platform Disney+ have
helped limit the damage, however, as home confine-
ment has effectively provided an enormous caplive
audience. Shanghai Disney reopened its shopping and
entertainment Disneytown zone in March, plus a park
and hotel in the same complex, but kept the main
amusement park closed until now.—AFP

Coronavirus
Interrupts world’s
longest-running
cartoon

roduction of the world’s longest-running car-
Ploon and a mainstay of the Japanese weekend
has been interrupted by the coronavirus, forcing
the broadcast of re-runs for the first time in decades.
“Sazae-san”, which first aired in 1969, revolves
around the life of Mrs Sazae, a cheerful but klutzy
full-time housewife who lives with her parents, hus-
band, son, brother and sister. The 30-minute episodes
aired Sunday nights are very popular, and for many in
Japan have come Lo denole the end of the weekend.
But the cartoon, recognized as the longest-running
animaled TV series by Guinness World Records, has
been hampered by the outbreak of the virus, with
animalion dubbing halted Lo keep stalf sale, broad-
caster Fuji Television Network said. “We will halt
broadcast of new episodes of ‘Sazae-san’ for the time
being from May 17 and instead air re-runs,” il
announced on Sunday. The network said upcoming
broadcasts would be episodes from two years ago,
adding it would announce a date for the resumption
of new episodes as soon as possible. It is the first
Llime the network has been forced Lo air re-runs since
1975, when the economic effects of an earlier oil cri-
sis lingered. Japan has seen a comparatively small
coronavirus outbreak with nearly 15,800 infections
and 621 deaths. The country is under a state of emer-
gency Lhal was extended last week until the end of
May, though the government is considering lifting the
measures early in parts of the country—AFP

This handout received yesterday from the Hasagawa
Michiko Art Museum in Tokyo shows an image from
the “Sazae-san” TV cartoon series, with the character
Sazae-san (second left) and her family in front of their
house. -AFP
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Malkhlouf: ‘Cumbersome
cousin’ falls from grace

BEIRUT: Syria’s top tycoon publicly airing his
grievances has revealed a power struggle within
the ruling family as it tries to cement its power
alter nine years of war, analysls say. Aller years
of staying out of the limelight, business magnate
Rami Makhlouf this month in two videos on
Facebook laid bare his struggles with the
regime headed by his first cousin President
Bashar Al-Assad, in what analysts say is a des-
perate last stand.

“He can feel the pressure accumulating to mar-
ginalize him,” said Jihad Yazigi, editor of the eco-
nomic publication The Syria Report. “He long tried
to resist before throwing down his last card and
exposing family dissensions,” he said. “But it will
cost him dearly.”

The 51-year-old Makhloul, who is under both
US and EU sanctions, has been considered to be a
pillar of Assad’s regime ever since the president
took over from his father in 2000. He presided
over an empire of businesses including as head of
Syria’s largest mobile operator Syriatel. But trou-
ble has been brewing since last summer, when the
authorities seized control of his charity, Al-Bustan,
and dissolved militias affiliated to him.

When the finance ministry in December froze
the assets of several businessmen over tax evasion
and illicit enrichment, the Syrian press said
Makhlouf, his wile and companies were included.
Assad in October said he had “called on everyone
in the private sector who has squandered state
funds to return the money” in a bid to shore up
state finances.

‘Too tall’

Syria expert Fabrice Balanche said such anti-
corruplion drives were often more political in
nalure. “Anti-graft campaigns in Syria are recur-
renl because they are ineffeclive. The aim is just
to chop down the trees that have grown too tall,”
he said. Makhlouf’s business empire, which Yazigi

DAMASCUS: A man watches the Facebook video of Syrian businessman Rami Makhlouf on his
mobile yesterday. — AFP

estimated to be worth “billions of dollars”, over
the years grew Lo include stakes in telecommuni-
calions, eleclricily and real eslate. “There were
many sectors in which no one could work without
going via him,” he added.

Balanche said he continued to prosper during
the war, importing agricultural products and
hydrocarbons. “Through shell companies, he was
one of the only ones able Lo skirl sanctions and
bring boats of goods into Syria,” he said.
Makhlouf kept a low profile throughout the war,
giving a rare three-hour-long interview to the

New York Times in May 2011, months inlo anli-
government protests. “Nobody can guarantee
what will happen after, God forbid, anything hap-
pens to the regime,” he said.

Prolesters had singled him oul with slogans
such as “Out, out, out, Makhlouf get out” or “We
wanl to talk openly, we’ve been robbed by
Makhlouf’s family”. In his surprise comeback on
May 1, Makhloufl urged Assad Lo order a
“rescheduling” of up to $185 million in tax pay-
ments [rom Syriatel. In a second video on May 3,
he accused security services of detaining employ-

ees to intimidate him into stepping away from his
businesses.

“Would anyone ever have thought that the
securily agencies would come for Rami
Makhlouf’s companies, while he has been their
biggest... sponsor throughout the war?” he asked.
The Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights war monitor said dozens of his employees
had been detained.

‘Cumbersome cousin’

An Arab diplomatic source in Beirut said the
Syrian government had managed to extract money
“from a number of businessmen”. “Bul il appears
Makhlouf refused to pay what he was asked for
amid reports that he even tried to get money out
of the country,” the source told AFP. He said the
main causes [or his downfall appeared Lo be the
growth of his empire, and the state’s “urgent need
for cash because of the economic crisis”.

The Syrian pound has plummeted to record
lows on the black markel, and food prices have
doubled over the past year. Some reports have
pointed to pressure from regime ally Russia,
which could be seeking payments from Damascus
for its military intervention Lo shore up Assad.
Other reports say the president’s wife Asma could
have played a role in the row involving Makhlouf.

Yazigi said she might be trying to secure her
son’s fulure, bul said there was nol enough evi-
dence to show this. The affair is reminiscent of an
carlier family feud, when almost four decades ago
Assad’s father banished his brother after he
mounted a failed coup against him. “Bashar is gel-
ling rid of a cumbersome cousin jusl like his lather
gol rid of Rifaal Al-Assad in the 1980s,” Balanche
said. In Makhlouf’s case, “Assad will be happy
enough just clipping his wings because he’s still
his cousin”. But “in this type of autocratic regime,
it's good to remind people from time to time that
no one is immune”. — AFP

Italian rice puts
pasta in the...

Continued from Page 1

Even so, Europe is a mere lightweight when it
comes to global production. It has just 0.4 percent of
the total world output of 500 million Lons a year, 90
percent of that Asia-based.

With the wind in ils sails internationally, Italian
rice is also making good headway at home.
Consumption soared 47 percent during the first six
weeks of the coronavirus pandemic - sometimes out-
stripping demand even for pasla in that period,
according to Coldiretti. “During the COVID-19 emer-
gency, people rediscovered rice and also risotlo,
which has always been a bit snubbed in Italian cui-
sine,” Stelania Buffa, a 27-year-old rice farmer [rom

Saudi triples VAT,
suspends handouts...

Continued from Page 1

state projects and expenditure including the pro-
posed purchase of English football club Newcastle
United. “It has been decided the cost of living allowance
will be halted from June 2020 and VAT will be raised
from 5 percent to 15 percent from July 1,” Finance
Minister Mohammed Al-Jadaan said in a statement
released by the official Saudi Press Agency.

Jadaan insisted the measures were necessary Lo shore
up state finances amid a “sharp decline” in oil revenue as
the coronavirus pandemic saps global demand for crude.
The government was also “cancelling, extending or post-
poning” expenditure for some government agencies and
cutting spending on projects introduced as part of the
ambitious “Vision 2030” reform program to diversify the
oil-reliant economy, the minister added.

In an apparent elfort to sweelen the bitter pill, state
energy giant Aramco slashed domestic fuel prices by
nearly half starting from vesterday. The savings from the
austerity measures are unlikely to plug the kingdom’s
huge budgel deficit, which the Sau(ﬁ Jadwa Investment
group [orecast would rise Lo a record $112 billion this
year. The finance minister last week warned of “painful”
and “drastic” steps to deal with the double shock of the
novel coronavirus and record low oil prices.

Saudi Arabia, the top crude exporter and the Arab
world’s biggest economy, has shut down cinemas and
restaurants, halted flights, and suspended the year-round
umrah pilgrimage in a bid to contain the deadly virus.
Saudi Arabia, along with other Gulf states, imposed a five
percent tax on goods and services in 2018 in a bid to
generate additional revenue. The petro-state had also
introduced a cost of living allowance for its citizens of
1,000 riyals ($266) each per month - handouts totalling
billions of dollars - to cushion the impact of rising costs.

The International Monetary Fund in April projected
that the Saudi economy would contract by 2.3 percent
this year. Riyadh has posted a budget deficit every vear
since the last oil price rout in 2014. Jadaan has said he

Kuwaitis spared
salary cuts...

Continued from Page 1

The Public Authority for Civil Information (PACI)
said yesterday that medical permits for hospitals and
clinics can be obtained through the site
https//curfew.paci.gov.kw. PACI said people on arrival
must show the permit, and in case of any discrepancies,
such persons will be barred from obtaining permits in
the [uture.

The National Assembly’s office has decided to hold
an emergency session on Wednesday to discuss gov-

Robbio in Lombardy, told AFP.

Sergio Lombardi, 63, who owns a [arm in the same
area, explains that “the region can count on water
reserves and a constant supply throughout the dura-
tion of rice cultivation, which is not possible in many
regions of Italy.” Sown in spring, Italian rice is harvest-
ed between September and October. Rice was intro-
duced into the country’s north in the 12th century by
Cistercian monks, who took upon themselves the task
of improving what was then unsanitary and wooded
terrain prone to malaria outbreaks. The rice crop ben-
efited from the arrival of canals, whose layoul
Leonardo da Vinci designed.

Mechanization then brought further crop advances.
Up until the 1950s and 1960s, people came from the
south of Italy, particularly women, dubbed “mondine”
or seasonal pruners, to cultivate the Po plain. Their
harsh working conditions inspired the famous protest
song “Bella ciao” as well as neo-realist films including
“Bilter Rice” (Riso Amaro, 1949) nolably [ealuring
Silvana Mangano and Vittorio Gassman. — AFP

expected Riyadh could lose half of its oil income, which
contributes about 70 percent of public revenues, as
crude prices have fallen two-thirds since the start of the
vear. He said the world’s leading crude exporter would
borrow close to $60 billion this year to plug the budget
deficit. The austerily measures are likely Lo increase crit-
icism of the government’s multi-billion dollar push to
host entertainment and sporling extravaganzas as part of
economic diversification plans. Also under the spotlight
is a proposed £300 million ($372 million) Saudi-backed
takeover of Newcastle United.

“Saudi cilizens are slarting to feel the economic
impact of the virus in a concrete way,” said Middle
East experl Yasmine Farouk from the Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace. “With hardship
will come more scrutiny of state spending elsewhere
including the purchase of a footbalrteam and millions
spent on entertainment events.”

Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman’s other ambi-
lious plans to wean the economy away from oil remain
vulnerable to austerity measures. But it remains
unclear whether the prince’s dream project NEOM - a
$500 billion megacity set to be built from scratch
along the kingdom’s picturesque weslern coast - will
be impacted.

The plans hit a new roadblock last month when a
member of the local Huwaitat tribe was killed in a
shootout with state forces, after he refused o give up
his land for the project. Campaigners said many other
members of the Bedouin tribe were detained for
spreading anti-displacement slogans and refusing to
sign relocation documents, in a rare domestic clash
with the government.

“The reforms are positive from a fiscal side as
greater adjustment is essential. However, the tripling of
VAT is unlikely to help that much in 2020 revenue wise
with the expected fall in consumption,” said Monica
Malik, chief economist at Abu Dhabi Commercial Bank.
She said she kept unchanged her deficit forecast of 16.3
percent of GDP for this year, which already [aclors in a
greater than previously announced spending cut.

“Tripling the VAT will test the limits of the balance
between revenues and consumption as the economy
dives into a deep recession. The move will impact con-
sumption and could also lower the expected revenues,”
said John Sfakianakis, a Gull expert at the University of
Cambridge. — Agencies

ernment contracts during the coronavirus crisis, in
addition to the financial position of the state, Assembly
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem said. He said the govern-
ment had requested that the session be delayed until
after the month of Ramadan, but the Assembly office
decided Lo hold the session.

The speaker said the session will not obstruct the
work of the medical teams on the frontline, adding that
the government should come prepared o answer some
questions. He said the Audit Bureau will also make a pres-
entation during the session about supervisory measures
taken during the crisis. A group of MPs meanwhile
demanded that the Audit Bureau be asked to prepare a
comprehensive report on the contracts signed by the
government during the coronavirus crisis, saying the gov-
ernment has signed contracts estimated at KD 650 mil-
lion and these must be explained.

Europe begins
reopening; Asia...

Continued from Page 1

would be “madness” to squander the nation’s
progress by moving too early.

Almosl seven weeks afler a nationwide slay-al-
home order was put in place, more than 31,800
have died in Brilain - a figure second only Lo the
United States. Elsewhere in Europe, however, offi-
cials have been emboldened by declining death
rates, with France’s toll dropping to 70 on Sunday -
its lowest since early April - and Spain’s daily fatali-
ties falling below 200.

The French were able to walk outside without
filling in a permit for the first time in nearly eight
weeks veslerday, while leachers began relurning Lo
primary schools and some shops were set to re-
open, causing a surge in the numbers using the Paris
melro. “I it’s like this al 6:00 am, imagine how il’s
going Lo be in two hours - this is going to be impos-
sible,” said one rider named Brigille early yesterday
morning on a crowded train.

Many Spaniards, meanwhile, made plans to meet
friends and family al outdoor bars and restaurants,
although virus hotspots such as Madrid and
Barcelona remain under wraps. Germany oo has set
in motion the re-opening of shops, eateries, schools
and gyms, but the process was thrown in doubt
Sunday by official data indicating the virus appears
to be picking up speed again.

Chancellor Angela Merkel only days ago
declared the country could gradually return to nor-
mal, but the figures showed the reproduction rate of
the virus had exceeded the critical figure of 1.0,
meaning one person infects on average more than
one other. As recenlly as Wednesday, the number
had stood at 0.65.

With governments across the world trying to
avoid a second wave, Asian nations that were
among Lhe first engulfed by the virus bul have since
brought it to heel are being keenly watched. Much
of China has begun Lo gel back to a form of normal-
ity, and yesterday Shanghai Disneyland threw open
its gales following a three-month shutdown. “We
are very much looking forward to the first day of

19 dead as Iran
warship hit by...

Continued from Page 1

condolences Lo the sailors’ families in separale
slalements.

The Konarak is a logistical support vessel made
in the Netherlands and purchased by Iran before
the 1979 Islamic revolution. Weighing 447 tons and
47 m long, the Hendijan-class vessel is equipped
with four cruise missiles, according Lo slale lelevi-
sion. It was nol immedialely clear how many
crewmembers had been on board the warship at the
time of the accident.

Iran and its arch enemy the Uniled Stales have
traded barbs in the past year over a spate of inci-
dents involving their forces in the sensilive Gulf
walers. Their lalest high-seas confrontalion came
on April 15, when the United States claimed Iranian
boats had “harassed” its navy ships in the waterway.
President Donald Trump then tweeted that he had
ordered the US Navy to “shoot down and destroy
any and all Iranian gunboats if they harass our ships
at sea”. His Iranian counterpart Hassan Rouhani

re-opening and wondering what’s the difference
inside today compared to before,” said one eager
visitor named Kilty.

But enthusiasm in China was tempered by news
on Sunday that one person had tested positive for
the virus in Wuhan. There were (ive more cases yes-
lerday. Local health officials said the new infeclions
were all from the same residential compound in the
city and were mostly older people. South Korean
officials ordered nightclubs and bars closed after a
fresh burst of transmission linked to an entertain-
ment district in the capital.

AL first it was thought to have been triggered by a
29-year-old man who tested positive after spending
an evening alt five clubs and bars in the Itaewon in
carly May. But officials said there appeared to be
multiple origins for the cluster, with Prime Minister
Chung Sye-kyun adding they are struggling Lo trace
“thousands of people” who visited the area. Cautious
re-opening nevertheless continues around Asia, with
one of the world’s largest train networks sel lo gradu-
ally restart operations from today as India eases its
lockdown despite the nation reporting its biggest sin-
gle-day jump in cases.

The vasl rail system - which usually carries more
than 20 million passengers a day - was halted in late
March, leaving millions of rural migrant workers
unable to return home after losing their jobs in cities.
New Zealand, meanwhile, will phase out its lockdown
over the next 10 days, although some restrictions will
remain. Prime Minisler Jacinda Ardern warned “none
of us can assume COVID is not with us”, but said the
counlry had only 90 aclive cases after a seven-week
lockdown.

“Your efforts, New Zealand, have gol us to this
place ahead of most of the world and without the car-
nage that COVID has inflicted in many other places,”
she said in a televised address. “But there are risks
ahead, so please be vigilanl.” Extended periods at
home have given some people a chance to gather tes-
limony on life in confinement, with the Museum of
London launching an appeal for items that reflect the
experience.

“When we knew there was going to be a lock-
down, we slarled straight away Llalking aboul whal we
needed Lo collect something for the [uture,” Bealrice
Behlen, the museum’s senior curator, told AFP. “It
could be something that gives you comfort - one
example mentioned often is maybe your favorite slip-
pers - you've been wearing them every day.” — AFP

reacted by saying Washington “should not plot
against the Iranian nation every day,” adding that
the Islamic republic had “protected this waterway
for thousands of years”.

The friendly-fire incident ocurred near the Strait
of Hormuz, a chokepoint for a third of the world’s
seaborne oil. The escalation of Iran-US tensions last
year saw ships mysteriously attacked, drones
downed and oil tankers seized in the strail. In July
2019, Iran’s Revolutionary Guards seized the British-
flagged oil tanker Stena Impero in the waterway for
allegedly hilting a fishing boal and released it two
months later. The Guards seized at least six other
ships that year over alleged fuel smuggling.

Tensions have escalated since 2018 when Trump
withdrew the United States from a multinational
accord that froze Iran’s nuclear program, and reim-
posed crippling sanctions on its economy. Iran’s
armed forces in January mistakenly shol down a
Kiev-bound Boeing 737 passenger jet shortly after
takeoff from Tehran, killing all 176 people aboard.
The military admitted to the catastrophic error,
saying il came as Iran’s air defenses were on high
alert after firing a barrage of missiles at US troops
stationed in Iraq. Iran launched the missiles in
retaliation for the United States’ killing of its top
general Qasem Soleimani in a drone strike days
before that. — AFP
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Join the dots

very hard

Aries (March 21-April 19)

A group might invite you to participate in a cre-
ative project of some kind today, Aries. Whatever you do is likely
to be stimulating and exciting, even as you all sit at your sepa-
rate screens around town or around the world. You'll want to
channel all your energy and enthusiasm into it. This may be the
closest you get to partnership in a socially distanced world.
Enjoy the feeling. The physical rewards will follow eventually.

2
u Taurus (April 20-May 20)

You might be planning to host a safe social event
on the front lawn, across the back fence, or via Zoom. It could
have you doing a lot of cleaning, rearranging, and beautifying
around the house, just like in the pre-pandemic days. Don't let
yourself feel too disappointed about the current state of per-
sonal isolation. One of these days, we'll all be able to share food
and hugs again!

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Today you might want to spend time waving and
shouting at friends in your neighborhood, Gemini. Small pur-
chases might be necessary from essential businesses, or maybe
it's the perfect day to unwrap recent online purchases. At some
point during all this, you can expect a very welcome phone call
from a friend you haven't heard from in a long time. Enjoy
these connections!

~ §§ Cancer (June 21-July 22)

A chance to earn a small amount of money, per-
haps by doing a little extra work at home, could come your way
today, Cancer. You could hear about it through a friend or col-
league. A phone or online consultation might be necessary to
provide the missing piece, but you're happy to make the call.
This promises to be a very exciting day, with enough stimula-
tion to keep you occupied long into the night.

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Expect a day of intellectual stimulation, Leo.
Important news may come by phone, necessitating action on
your part to bring about a desired end. You might need to
spend time in the car, doing safe errands in the neighborhood,
speaking to people on their front porches. The moment's
excitement could raise your optimism, but take care to pace
yourself. Exhaustion could prove counterproductive now.

a‘ Virgo (August 23-September 22)
-

Your creative talents should be running at an all-
time high today, Virgo. You might be offered an opportunity to
earn money putting them to use. Your excitement and enthu-
siasm will ensure that you'll do your very best, earning a lot of
approval from those who notice and understand you. Your
intuition is also in high gear, boosting your imagination and
interactions with others. Enjoy your day!

! Libra (September 23-October 22)

Getting out and doing something physical as a
group could seem especially appealing today, although
everyone should be masked and at least six feet apart. You
can always do yoga, aerobics, or tai chi at home, accompa-
nied by a video or an online teacher. You might also consider
a drive somewhere for a change of scenery. A bit of adven-
ture is definitely in the wind for you, Libra. Enjoy it!

ﬂ Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

An exciting new project or opportunity could be
presented to you today, Scorpio. It could involve a new love or
at least a new friend. Something you've been working on for
a long time could finally come to fruition. It will stir your
enthusiasm for moving on to the next project! What are you
waiting for? Once we're all out of lockdown, you'll get all the
hugs and backslaps you deserve!

B Sagittarius (November 22-December21)

- Contact with friends who live or work far away
could bring a string of new opportunities your way. You might
also start planning a trip, perhaps to another country or by
boat, once it's safe to travel again. An opportunity to attend a
beneficial online seminar could present itself. A lot is happen-
ing, Sagittarius, but try to stay focused. What happens today
could be too important to let your mind become muddled.

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

New investment possibilities could present
themselves today, Capricorn. This might involve an invest-
ment of time, money, or other resources. Maybe you'll invest
energy in an exciting new start of some sort. Just don't get so
excited that you move ahead before considering all the pros
and cons. Consult a friend or your partner for insight.

m Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

In safer times, you'd have an opportunity to trav-
el with a partner or colleague, perhaps for business. At least
you can make plans today if it's still too soon to make the trip.
Whatever you're planning, Aquarius, it should excite your
enthusiasm and optimism for your future success. Business
and personal relations with others should be warm, cordial,
and stimulating. Make the most of it!

} Pisces (February 19-March 20)

News of a possible raise could come your way
today, Pisces, maybe through some enterprise that you've
been working on. You're feeling especially energetic, and
therefore tempted to take on more than you usually would.
This is fine as long as you remember to pace yourself. If you're
going to continue on your current path, you'll need to save
some energy for tomorrow and beyond!

WORD SCRAMBLE
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Baseball Word Scramble

Unscramble the words, then use the highlighted letters to form
the phrase below. Watch out: the phrase is scrambled tool

pabsiltl

driwo sierse

gvoel

HEE N

ornegdru

aodidnm

Ipbneul

dnmou

gtoudu

ttreab

allb

lakw

mhoe nur

(Sung during the seventh inning.)
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BARCELONA: Triathlete and Ironman World Champion, Sebastian Kienle during a training session in Spain. —Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com
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Bundesliga could
provide blueprint

for NFL: McCarthy

LOS ANGELES: The National Foolball League has lime
on its side as the sports world prepares to emerge from
the COVID-19 pandemic and will use some it to observe
German soccer’s Bundesliga as a potential blueprint on
how to deal with the outbreak.

The NFL, which is due to kick off on Sept 10 and has
not yel seen its schedule affected by the novel coron-
avirus, is paying close attention to protocols other
leagues, particularly the Bundesliga, are putting in place
in a bid to restart play, according to a report in
Newsday.

The top-flight Bundesliga season will restart on May
16, making it the first European league to resume amid
the pandemic that has infected more than 3.95 million
people globally and killed more than 270,000.

“Weive been in conlacl with all domeslic leagues, but
also sports organizations around the world,i Brian
McCarthy, the NFLis vice president of communications,
told Newsday. iWe have a number of protocols, see what
works, see what can translate into our sport.

“Weire all in the sports business, but every sport has
its own matters to attend to.”

Germanyis top flight will resume under strict health
protocols, with no fans allowed in stadiums.

All teams have had to go into a seven-day training
camp in complete isolation with players tested before
their inclusion in the camps to reduce the risk of any
infection.

About 300 people, including players, staff and
officials, will be in and around the stadiums during
matchdays.

The NFL unveiled its 2020 schedule on Thursday
with the expectation of playing games with fans in
the stadiums but is approaching the season with
some caulion.

League commissioner Roger Goodell has informed
teams they will be required to have a ticket refund policy
in place for cancelled or disrupted games.

McCarthy told Newsday: “Weire looking at what we
can adopl, what we can modify that is working in other
sports, sharing best practices”. —Reuters

ew Zealand’s Super Rugby teams
back in action from June 13

New Zealand hopes to set example for world sport

WELLINGTON: New Zealand's five Super Rugby
teams will play each other in a 10-week domestic
competition from June 13, bringing comfort to “Kiwis
doing it tough” and inspiring a sports world brought
to a standstill by the COVID-19 pandemic.

New Zealand Rugby (NZR) made the announce-
ment yesterday after the government confirmed it
would take its alert level down a notch from
Thursday, with the rate of new coronavirus infec-
lions having slowed Lo a trickle.

New Zealand is the first major rugby nation Lo
announce a reslart to compelition since the out-
break of the novel coron-
avirus shredded the global
sports calendar in March. ‘ ‘

“Itis obviously fantastic
news [or the game right
across Lhe country,” NZR
Chiel Executive Mark
Robinson told reporters in
a video call vesterday. “Itis
been a challenging lime
right around the country
so if this acls in any way lo
provide leadership and
hope and some inspiration to Kiwis that are doing it
tough, it will be fantastic, obviously.

“I think a lot of people around the world are
obviously watching us and being in touch around
how weire approaching it ... not only for New
Zealand but right around the sporting world.

“So ilis critical we do it well.” “Doing it well” will
mean teams flying in and out on chartered planes on
match days and playing at closed stadiums until
authorities are willing to allow spectators back into
venues.

Brumbies back in
training as Australia
prepares for return

SYDNEY: The ACT Brumbies returned to the
training ground in Canberra yesterday, the first of
Australia’s four Super Rugby sides to do so after
social isolation measures introduced to combat
COVID-19 were eased around the country.

Neighbouring New Zealand, which has enjoyed
similar success in containing the novel coron-
avirus, announced on Monday its Super Rugby
sides would take part in a domestic competition
and Australia is expected to follow suil.

With the resumption of Super Rugby impossi-
ble because of international travel bans, interim
Rugby Australia chief executive Rob Clarke said
last week the governing body was hoping to have
a domestic competition in place by July.

There are still some restrictions in place, how-
ever, so the first Brumbies players return yester-
day were limited to training in groups of 10 with
no contact permitted.

Wallabies prop Scott Sio missed what looks
like being the final Super Rugby match any-
where in the world this year — against the New
South Wales Waratahs on March 15 — because

Kiwis doing
it tough

Players will be checked daily for symptoms and
asked to be even stricter on themselves than the
country’s Level 2 alert regime that permits people to
travel, eal at cafes and go Lo cinemas from Thursday.

“So we are holding them to a slightly higher stan-
dard than the general public,” NZR Acting Medical
Advisor Dr Deb Robinson told reporters. “Because
we really, really want this competition to go well and
they really want to play.”

The competition has been endorsed by Super
Rugby’s governing body SANZAAR but will have no
bearing on the wider tlournament which also includes

teams from Australia,
South Africa, Argentina
and Japan.

Super Rugby was sus-
pended in March after
seven rounds and may nol
resume in 2020 due to
travel curbs and border
controls. The New Zealand
competition will be broad-
cast live by Sky Sport, with
two matches held on
Saturdays at 5.05pm

(0505 GMT) local lime and two more on Sundays at
3.05pm (0305). In the opening weekend, the Otago
Highlanders will host the Waikato Chiefs in Dunedin,
with the Auckland Blues at home to the Wellington
Hurricanes on Sunday. Defending Super Rugby
champions Canterbury Crusaders will have a bye in
the first week.

Players will have a month to get fit for the hastily
arranged lournament, with Robinson nol even sure il
it would have a winner’s trophy. NZR added that the
country’s annual provincial competition, the Mitre 10

of a hand injury and has spent the lockdown
rchabilitating.

“It was really cool to put the kit back on,” he
told reporters via Zoom from Canberra.

“I think you draw a lot of energy even though
we're nol right next Lo each other, just [rom being
in each other’s presence there as well.

“It’s a lot of good feel stuff at the moment. A lot
better vibes than this time a month ago. I guess
we'll see once we really get going up tomorrow.”

Australian rugby could do with some “good
feels” after a torrid few weeks in which the gov-
erning body lost a chiel execulive and a chairman-
elect as well as the most likely candidale Lo lead
them into an uncertain future.

Rugby Australia has huge debts and is vel to
have its 2019 accounts signed off so is desperate
to get its teams back on the pitch to get some rev-
enue flowing.

Western Force, the Perth-based team axed
from Super Rugby in 2017 Lo cul cosls but kept
alive by mining billionaire Andrew “Twiggy”
Forrest, are widely expected to join the Australian
domestic competition along with the four Super
Rugby [ranchises.

That will make for some inleresling negolia-
tions for interim chief executive Clarke, who was
instrumental in the acrimonious process of axing
the Force when he was Rugby Australia’s Chiefl
Operations Officer.

“Decisions were made back then for reasons
back then,” Clarke said last week. —Reuters

TR

TAMWORTH: New Zealand Warriors rugby league team players wait to collect their luggage in the arrivals
hall after arriving in Tamworth late on May 3, 2020, after the National Rugby League (NRL) secured an
exemption for the team to enter the country ahead of a planned resumption of the sport. —AFP

Cup, would start with a full 14-team championship
from Sept. 11.

However, the international schedule remains up in
the air. The All Blacks’ July lests against Wales and
Scotland are in doubt, along with the southern hemi-

Hamilton has
only himself to
beat online

LONDON: While Formula One rivals compete in
virtual grands prix and various esports series during
the COVID-19 lockdown, six-times world champion
Lewis Hamilton has been busy racing against himself.

The Briton has been a keen gamer since boyhood
and for some years a brand ambassador for the Gran
"Turismo [ranchise on Sony’s PlayStation.

“I've been working with them the last couple of
years and I gol to do this challenge, beal my lime
kind of thing,” the 35-year-old said in a Mercedes
video interview discussing what he had been up to in
the absence ol real racing.

“So I've been racing myself, lrying Lo beal my own
laps and stulf. IU's been frustrating as hell because my
laps are pretty decent I think.”

The Lewis Hamilton Time Trial Challenge also has
a ‘ghosl car’ lo mimic racing against the Mercedes
driver as well as video tutorials.

Hamilton said he had also played the Call of Duty
shooter game with AlphaTauri’s Pierre Gasly and
Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc, who has won two of four
official F1 virtual races so [ar.

sphere’s annual Rugby Championship, which starts
in August.

Robinson said NZR was slill working oul sched-
uling for resuming women'’s compelition, including
internationals. —Reuters

Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel, a four-times world
champion with Red Bull, made his esports debut
this month after being sent a simulator to use at
home but Hamilton said he was “not very interest-
ed” in that.

“I never drive the simulator, very rarely,” he
explained. “I think with simulators it’s very, very diffi-
cult because the movement is never perfect.

“You're at home with the simulator, so the seat
doesn’t move. The mind is lelling you the car’s moving
but you're not gelling cueing of movements.

“You have to kind of override your mind and I
don’t really like doing thal, going through that
process. Then you get in the real thing, and itis com-
pletely different.

“I don't find it personally any benefit whatsoever
doing simulation things. But the actual fun and gam-
ing side of things, when you get to play with [riends
and people online, that's the fun stage.”

Formula One has not had a race since last
December but is hoping to get the season going in
Austria without spectators in July.

In the meantime its virtual races have filled the
gap on what would have been grand prix weekends
with regular drivers and sporting celebrities such as
Manchester City striker Sergio Aguero and golfer
Ian Poulter.

Hamilton said he was raring Lo gel going for real
after months of wailing. —Reuters
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Euro leagues move at different
speeds to resume playing

Germany plans to be first of the five ‘big’ leagues to start

PARIS: As European leagues prepare to return
from the enforced coronavirus break, screening
lests are revealing cases in various championships,
although, as yet, not calling into question plans to
resume playing.

Germany still plans to be the first of the five
“big” leagues ahead ol Spain, England and Italy -
Irance has declared its season over - to kick off on
May 16, behind closed doors, despite the sobering
events at Dynamo Dresden.

The second-tier club were ordered o self-iso-
late for 14 days on Salurday after lesling uncov-
ered two fresh coronavirus cases.

“IU's nol a reason Lo call the enlire season inlo
question,” league CEO
Christian Seifert told

THREE CASES IN BRIGHTON, FIVE IN SPAIN

In the English Premier League, which hopes to
resume {rom June to August, a third Brighton player
tested positive on Saturday and was placed in isola-
lion, the club’s chiel executive Paul Barber told Sky
Sports.

The player was not named. One Brighton player
tested positive in March and another in April and
have recovered, the club said

“Itis a concern,” Barber said.

“Despite all of the measures thal we've been
taking over the past few weeks, where the players
haven’t been involved in any significant Lraining al
all, we've still suffered another player testing posi-

tive for the virus.”
Elsewhere, players at

German broadcaster ‘ ‘ Chelsea and Norwich as
ZDFE. . well as Arsenal manager

“It was always clear Lo Imp0881ble Mikel Artela tested posi-
pen. We're at the very Lo set Letcoster, Everton and
beginning of the restart.” a date Bournemouth all self-iso-

Seifert warned, how-
ever, that further coron-
avirus cases could jeop-
ardise plans to end the
season by June 30.

“It can reach a scale where il’s nol feasible any-
more,” he said. “It would depend on how much
time there is left to finish the season.”

Matches will be played behind closed doors and
with a maximum number of 300 people, including
both teams, allowed al each game.

In the run-up to the restart, all teams must go
into a one-week quarantine training camp.

The German league said on Thursday that 1,724
tests at the 36 clubs in the top two divisions con-
ducted in two rounds yielded 10 positives in the
first batch and two more in the second.

Those include two players and a fitness coach
at Cologne and a player and a physiotherapist at
Borussia Moenchengladbach, but only the individ-
uals concerned were placed in quarantine and the
teams continued training.

Ginn Jr claims
he beat Bolt

NEW YORK: Ted Ginn Jr. has been turning heads
with his speed throughout his NFL career, and now
the veteran wide receiver is doing the same with his
recent comments to TMZ. Ginn, 35, told TMZ that
he defeated Olympic gold medalist Usain Bolt in a
race during high school.

“Well I ran against Usain Bolt. I got him when we
was in the 12th grade. All of the top guys that won in
the Olympics between 2004 until now, I basically
had a chance to race them guys in high school,”
Ginn said.

When asked to confirm that he indeed defeated
Bolt — who is generally regarded as the faslest
human being alive — Ginn was quick with his
response. “Yeah. I got that. You can go look that
up,” he said.

Ginn’s bragging didn’t end there. He said had he
not gone to the NFL that an Olympic gold medal
“for sure” would have been in his [uture. Bolt, 33, is
an cight-time Olympic gold medalist.

The Chicago Bears signed Ginn lo a one-year
contract earlier this month. He caught 30 passes for
421 yards and two touchdowns for the New Orleans
Saints in 2019, and has 409 career receptions for
5,702 yards and 33 scores in 187 games with six
teams since 2007. —Reuters

Players must play,
with crowd or no
crowd: Pietersen

MUMBALI: The resumption of sport will lift morale
for people around the world during the COVID-19
crisis and cricketers owe it to [ans Lo play behind
closed doors if that hastens the process, former
England captain Kevin Pietersen has told Reuters.

The spread of novel coronavirus has brought
sport across the world to a standstill over the last
Lwo months and Pielersen thinks every elfort should
be made to resume professional cricket as soon as it
is safe to do so.

“Fans, the public, need a morale boost. Their
morale at the moment is so negative, so down in the
dumps,” the 39-year-old said in an interview.

“Sport is so uplifting and so positive for so many
people. New sport will have to be played behind
closed doors until we find a vaccination for coron-

Scottish chief
urges unily after
reconstruction row

GLASGOW: Scollish Professional Foolball League
chiel executive Neil Doncaster has pleaded with clubs
to work together to get through the coronavirus crisis
after reconstruction talks collapsed. Several Scottish
Premiership clubs decided to block any plans for
reforming the leagues in the aftermath of the vole to
cancel the Championship, League One and League
Two seasons because of the pandemic.

, , lated after showing symp-
toms but clubs did not
confirm il they tested

positive.

Representatives of the Premier League
and clubs are due to meet on Monday to discuss
the final details of the “Project Restarl”, including
the organisation of matches behind closed doors,
on neutral ground and the extension of player
conlracls.

In Spain, players in the top two divisions were
allowed to carry out individual work at training
grounds last week at the start of a programme
aimed al reslarting compelition in the middle of
June.

On Sunday, La Liga said five players and three
non-playing individuals had tested positive.

The five players, who have not been named, will
be quarantined at home and tested again “in the
next few days”.

La Liga president Javier Tebas said he hopes
the tournament can resume on June 12. “I would

avirus. Sportsmen have got to deal with it.”

With golfer Rory Mcllroy preparing to play a
charity event on May 17 and English soccer’s
Premier League plotling a return for mid-June,
Pietersen finds in unfathomable that any top athlete
would not want to be plying their trade as soon as
possible.

“Some sportsmen are in the prime of their life.
Why would they not want to be playing?” he
added. “So what if the crowds are not there? The
crowds may not be there in person but the broad-
casting numbers will be massive.”

Looking more broadly at a possible silver lining
to the crisis, Pietersen said it was an opportunity for
his sport to have a serious look at solutions to
problems shared by the entire cricketing world.

“The nice thing, il you can have a look al some-
thing thal’s nice aboul this coronavirus, is il’s affecl-
ing absolutely everybody,” Pietersen said. “Viral
Kohli is in the same position as Kane Williamson as
Joe Root to Steve Smith as Quinton de Kock ...
we're all in this logether.

“So we've all gol lo come logether, understand
whal’s important to us, work together, gel through

Partick Thistle’s relegation to League One now
looks certain, while Falkirk will be denied promotion
alter finishing a point behind Raith Rovers when the
pandemic stopped play. Hearts will be relegated if, as
seems likely, the Premiership is also abandoned.

The fall-out has been bitter, with Falkirk claiming
Scoltish football had become an “utter shambles”,
Partick Thistle calling Premiership clubs “thoughtless
and selfish” and Hearts accusing their rivals of
“appalling disrespect”.

Doncaster wants a show of unily Lo halt the fighting
and on Sunday he lold BBC Radio Scolland: “This is a
passionate game and clearly when football is not being
played and businesses in general are under massive
pressure, you can expect passionate comments o be
made.

== SEVILLA: A handout picture released by the Real Betis football club shows Real Betis’ Spanish
midfielder Carles Alena taking part in a training session at the Luis del Sol training ground in

Sevilla on May 10, 2020. —AFP

like it (the season resuming) to be June 12, but it
will depend on the numbers,” Tebas told Movistar.
“In the end it will be up to the health authorities.

CASES IN ITALY AND PORTUGAL

In Italy’s Serie A, which resumed individual
training this week, four Sampdoria players, includ-
ing one who had previously recovered, and three
from Fiorentina have tested positive for coron-
avirus, the clubs announced on Thursday.

Clubs will have to wail until May 18 at the
earliest to start group lraining, and the sports
minister warned on Wednesday that it was
“impossible to set a definite date” for the

Usain Bolt

this logether and make good decisions logether.”

Always a big lavourile wilh fans, Pielersen hil 23
centuries and scored more than 8,000 runs in 104
tests for England before finally hanging up his bat in
2018 after a few years playing for club teams across
the world.

South Africa, where he was born and raised,
remains close to Pietersen’s heart and along with his
work as a cricket pundit and business interests, he
has become closely associaled with the conserva-
tion of endangered animals in the country.

He is particularly identified with the battle to
preserve the rhinoceros and the charity he founded,
SORAI or Save our Rhino Africa/India, rescues
abandoned, injured or orphaned rhinos.

“When we come oul of this global crisis, as
humans we have to play a bigger and more signifi-
cant role in making sure we protect the planet and
protect all the species,” said Pietersen, who will
relaunch the brand at the end of June.

“There’s no way we can alford to let animals like
the rhino go extinct, the pangolin go extinct. It’s just
incomprehensible to even think that something like
that can happen.” —Reuter

“I think it’s unfortunate because passionate claims
don’t help the cause. “The more we have criticism and
infighting, the more difficult that is because instead of
working on a plan to get games back up and running,
me and my team are appearing on programmes like
this trying to defend rather than getting on the front
fool and gelling games back on as soon as possible.

“Clearly nobody expected a line would have to
be drawn under the lower-league season al this
stage because of the Covid-19 crisis bul we have to
deal with the consequences.” Hearts have threat-
ened a formal challenge if they are consigned Lo rel-
egation and Doncaster responded: “Clubs must do
what they feel is right for themselves but ultimately
legal action against the league is legal action
againsl the clubs.” —AFP

resumplion of matches.

AC Milan technical director Paolo Maldini, who
is recovering, and Juventus striker Paulo Dybala,
who has been given the all clear, were among the
mosl nolable early foolball victims.

In Portugal, three players at top-flight Vitoria
Guimaraes have tested positive.

They “are clinically healthy, asymptomatic and
in quarantine,” the club said in a statement on
Salurday.

The government announced on April 30 that
the first division was authorised to resume {rom
the last weekend in May, behind closed doors and
subject to the approval of a health protocol. —AFP

I
Bundesliga teams
in isolation ahead
of season restart

BERLIN: German soccer teams started the
week in isolation yeslerday after going into
seven-day quarantine ahead of the Bundesliga
season reslarl on Saturday, with club bosses
saying completing the campaign amid the coro-
navirus outbreak will not be easy.

The German Foolball League (DFL) decided
last week to resume the first and second divi-
sion from May 16 after a two-month suspen-
sion, making it the first major sports league to
altempl a restart.

Teams have been sent into mandatory sev-
en-day isolation after testing for the virus in
order to reduce the risk of infection before
playing in empty stadiums with only a handful
of staff and officials, to help prevent the spread
of the virus.

Several clubs, including champions Bayern
Munich, Borussia Dortmund and VIL
Wolfsburg, have picked hotels in their cities to
cul travel limes lo lraining locations and air-
ports for the weekend matches.

Others like Schalke 04, who face Dortmund
in the Ruhr valley derby, and Borussia
Moenchengladbach are using hotels at their
stadiums. Bayer Leverkusen and Union Berlin
have moved to more isolated hotels in the
counlryside, as have botltom club Paderborn
who will spend the week in a nearby thermal
springs town.

Players and stlafl wore face masks as they
departed for hotels where distance between
tables at team lunches and dinners will become
routine, as will single rooms where players will
make their own beds Lo reduce unnecessary
contact with other people.

Plans to restart, however, suffered a setback
on Salurday after the entire leam of second lier
Dynamo Dresden was placed in two-week
quarantine following two positive coronavirus
tests. “We always expected that the remainder
of this season will not be trouble-free,”
Borussia Dortmund Chief Executive Hans-
Joachim Watzke told the Funke media group.
“These Lests and results are also a sign of our
transparency.”

The league, desperate to complete the sea-
son by June 30, has drawn up a detailed set of
regulations for training and malches, including
stringent testing that helped it get the govern-
menl’s green light Lo restart.

But with the virus far [rom gone in Germany
where almost 170,000 people have been
infected and over 7,400 have died, the DFL is
concerned any positive virus cases could seri-
ously damage chances of [inishing the season,
and inflict potentially “existence-threatening”
financial damage Lo some clubs.

“I expect everyone now to live up to their
responsibilities,” DFL. CEO Christian Seifert
said at the weekend. —Reuters
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11-year-old prodigy Gui Khury had plenty of time to perfect his skateboarding skills.

RIO DE JANEIRO: The closure of schools in Brazil
due to the coronavirus pandemic gave 11-year-old
prodigy Gui Khury plenty of time to perfect his skate-
boarding skills as he became the first person to land a
1080-degree turn on a vertical ramp.

More than two decades after Tony Hawk completed
the first 900-degree turn, Khury shattered a long-
standing record by flying off the top of a ramp and
completing three full spins in the air before landing
cleanly and skaling off. The manoeuvre has long been
one of the holy grails of skateboarding.

“The isolation for the coronavirus helped because
he had a life that was about school and he didn’t have
alot of lime Lo train, when he gol home from school he
was lired,” the skater’s father Ricardo Khury Filho told
Reuters. “So now he is at home more, he eats better
and he has more time to train and can focus more on
the training so that has helped. “He has an opportunity

Sport bids to
step out of
virus shadow

PARIS: Sports’ big ticket events, the 2020 Olympics,
European football championships, Wimbledon and the
British Open golf tournament have been driven to the
wall by the coronavirus. However, there are some
shoots of recovery as sports worldwide make tentative
plans to return to action:

FOOTBALL

+ On Monday, the English Premier League meets
with clubs expected to debate a plan to complete the
season behind closed doors al neutral venues. They
would like to restart the season in June and play the
remaining 92 fixtures by August. However, on Sunday,
Brighton chiel execulive Paul Barber revealed a third
player at the club had tested positive for the coron-
avirus. Two other Brighton players, who were not
named, contracted the virus several weeks ago and
have reportedly recovered. Liverpool have a 25-point
lead at the top of the table.

— The German Bundesliga is set to be the first
major European league to resume on May 16.The Bun-
desliga wants to complete the last nine rounds of
matches before June 30 to secure around 300 million
euros ($325 million) in television money. Plans suffered
a setback on Saturday when second division Dynamo
Dresden reported two players had tested positive for
the virus, prompting the club to place their entire
squad into a 14-day quarantine.

— In Spain, La Liga is hoping Lo restart in mid-June
but on Sunday announced that five players from the
top two leagues had tested positive.

to train here, il he didn’t have (the skate facilities) ... he
would be stuck at home like everyone else and unable
to do sport. So the isolation helped him focus.”

During lockdown, Khury’s family make the 20-
minute journey to his grandmother’s house on most
days to deliver food and drop him off so that he can
train on the vertical ramp, bowl
and street course they had built
in her back garden. It was on
that ramp that the pre-teen
completed his historic feat.

He was already the youngest
skateboarder to complete the
900-degree turn, a f[eal he
pulled off aged eight. “I was like,

Euro leagues move at different
speeds to resume playing
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it. Now I am going to celebrate.”

The boy’s celebration was “mac and cheese al
home” with his family. Skateboarding great Hawk
landed the first 900 in 1999, nine years before Khury
was born. Hawk was 31 when he successfully com-
pleted the trick calling it the biggest moment of his
compelilive career.

Fewer than a dozen skaters
have achieved the feat in the
years since. American Tom
Schaar completed a 1080-de-
gree turn in 2012 but on a mega
ramp that gives skateboarders a
higher speed and elevation in

has done
it only

oh my God, what did I just do?”
Gui Khury told Reuters on Sunday, tlwo days alter
achieving his historic 1080.“I was just like OI, I landed

— ltaly’s footballers are taking part in individual
training, with team groups starting on May 18. How-
ever, Fiorentina and Sampdoria announced len posilive
Lests last week. In addition, a Torino player tested pos-
itive.

— In France, Paris Saint-Germain have been de-
clared Ligue 1 champions.

— South Korea had the honour of being the first
league back in aclion on Friday but there were no
crowds or wild goal celebrations — even talking was
discouraged.

—The first official football to be played in western
Europe since March took place on Saturday, behind
closed doors in the Faroe Islands.

CRICKET

— The English season will not start until July 1 at
the earliest and likely behind closed doors. The new
Hundred tournament has been scrapped until 2021.
However, England could begin their rescheduled three-
Test series against the West Indies on July 8. The series
was originally due to start on June 4. Australia and Pak-
istan are still due to tour later in the summer.

— The money-spinning IPL, which should have
started on March 29, was postponed but media reports
said the BCCI may aim for a tournament in Septem-
ber-Oclober, ahead of the T20 World Cup in Australia.

TENNIS

— The ATP and WTA will not resume tournament
play until July 13 at the earliest.

— The French Open at Roland Garros has already
been moved to Sept 20-Oct 4 although there are sug-
gestions that it may be put back by a further week. It
could also be played behind closed doors.

—The United States Tennis Association will decide
in mid-June on the US Open in New York.

MOTOR SPORT
— After 10 races were either cancelled or post-

which to complete all three
Lturns.

KChury’s triple spin was recorded by his parents on
their phone and posted on Instagram. “I sent it to all

poned, Formula One hopes to open its season in Aus-
tria with back-lo-back races on July 5 and 12. I'1 boss
Chase Carey insists that a 15-18 race season is still
possible and that new venues could be used. Liberty
Media, the company which runs the sport, reported a
collapse in revenues of more than $200 million (184.7
million euros) in the first quarter of the year.

— NASCAR will return on May 17 at Darlington
Raceway, South Carolina.

— MotoGP hopes to start with back-to-back races
at Jerez, Spain, on July 19 and 26.

BASKETBALL
— NBA chiel Adam Silver says a decision on when
the NBA can restart could come somelime in June with
the league looking to play out of one or two hubs with
Orlando and Las Vegas the lead contenders.

BASEBALL
— MLB postponed its scheduled March start and
varijous ideas on staging a campaign have been floated.

ICE HOCKEY
— The National Hockey League shut down on
March 12 and Commissioner Gary Beltman said the
league is not in a race to resume.

GOLF

— After the cancellation of the British Open, the re-
maining majors are the PGA Championship from Au-
gust 6-9 in San Francisco and the rescheduled US
Open from Sept 17-20 at Winged Foot, New York, with
the Masters, usually played in April, scheduled for No-
vember 12-15.

— The Ryder Cup, at Whistling Straits, Wisconsin,
from September 25-27, could take place without fans.

—The USPGA hopes its season can resume at the
Charles Schwab Challenge {rom June 11 in Fort Worth,
Texas.

— The LPGA Tour is due o resume on July 15 al
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Ginn Jr claims
he beat Bolt

my lavourite skaters, like Tony Hawk, Bob Burnquist
and Neal Mims,” Gui Khury said [rom his home in Cu-
ritiba, in southern Brazil.

“Some posted it on their stories and some actually
posted it on their Instagram. I was like that’s so crazy,
because it’s like a once in a lifetime experience. “IU's so
amazing. IUs the best feeling ever.”

The skater’s next task is to keep practicing the
1080-degree turn so he can complete the trick in com-
petitions. Then, with the confidence that perhaps only
an 11-year old can pass off, he imagines attempting
skateboarding’s next big milestone.

“1260. One person has done it only but it was on a
mega ramp so it will be way (more) difficult for me,”
the boy said. “It could be (possible). You never know.”

Skateboarding is sel to make its Olympic debut at
the Tokyo Olympics, which have been pushed back to
2021 due to the coronavirus pandemic. —Reuters

the Dow Greal Lakes Bay Invilalional lournament in
Michigan.

— The European Tour is sel Lo return at the British
Masters from July 30.

CYCLING

— The Tour de France has been rescheduled for
August 29 from its original June 27 start date.

—The Giro d'lItalia will take place from October 3-
25 with a six-day overlap with the Vuelta a Espana and
will be raced al the same lime as three ‘Monument’
classics.

ATHLETICS
—The Diamond League, which was o have slarted
in Doha on April 17, should now kick off in London on
July 4.

RACING

— The Aintree Grand National was called off, and
the first four English classics, the 1,000 and 2,000
Guineas due lo have been slaged last weekend, and
the Oaks and Epsom Derby on June 5/6, have been
postponed with new dates yel to be decided.

— If the June 16-20 Royal Ascol [estival gets the
go-ahead it will be staged in front of an empty grand-
stand with racegoers banned.

— In the United States, the May 5 Kentucky Derby,
the first leg of the US Triple Crown, will now be run on
September 5.

RUGBY

— The NRL season in Australia will start on
May 28.

— In union, the French Top 14 was abandoned but,
in the southern hemisphere, the Super Rugby season,
scheduled to end in June, could be played at same lime
as the four-nation international Rugby Championship
in August and September. — AFP
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