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Premier to launch coronavirus

vaccinalion campaign today

First shipment of COVID vaccines arrives ¢ Priority for the elderly, rontliners
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By B Izzak

KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
KChaled Al-Sabah will today launch Kuwail’s coron-
avirus vaccination campaign at a special facility at
the international fairgrounds in Mishref, Minister of
State for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh said vester-
day. Saleh said the vaccination will be given to all
“citizens and expats”. Health Minister Sheikh Dr
Basel Al-Sabah said vesterday the vaccination cam-
paign will continue for one year until “the entire pop-
ulation of Kuwait has been vaccinated”.

The first shipment of the vaccines arrived early yes-
terday and the health minister said they will continue to
arrive every month for a vear. The first vaccines will be
given Lo people aged above 65, frontline health work-
ers and people with special needs. A statement by the
health ministry yesterday said it will take five lo six
minutes to vaccinate each person, with a maximum of
10,000 people to be vaccinated daily.

During an inspection with Saleh of Hall 5 at the
fairgrounds, Sheikh Basel thanked medical cadres,
technicians and experts for their round-the-clock
efforts in the previous months, saying il resulted in
the logistical success of delivering the vaccine lo
Kuwait. He said Kuwait will now begin a new phase
ol vaccinations and hopelully beat the virus, adding
that it is important o eradicate COVID-19 rather

KUWAIT: Medical staff stand ready at the COVID-19 vaccination center at the international fairgrounds [EELEURIGIERURRELHUFRRERTI S SV RIS
in Mishref yesterday. (Inset) Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah visits the vaccination center [ECCAGEECIENe TN TN R NLILINSEREI VLT
yesterday. —_— Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat (See Page 2) achleved thr()ugh the vaccination campalgn.

Masks block
99.9% of large
COVID droplets

PARIS: Face masks reduce the risk of spreading
large COVID-linked droplets when speaking or
coughing by up to 99.9 percent, according to a
lab experiment with mechanical mannequins and
human subjects, researchers said yesterday. A
woman standing two meters from a coughing
man without a mask will be exposed to 10,000
times more such droplets than if he were wearing
ong, even if he is only 50 cm away, they reported
in the journal Royal Society Open Science.
“There is no more doubt whatsoever that
face masks can dramatically reduce the disper-
sion of potentially virus-laden droplets,” senior
author Ignazio Maria Viola, an expert in applied
fluid dynamics at the University of Edinburgh’s
Continued on Page 2

Dubai rolls out
COVID jabs

DUBALI: Dubai launched its COVID-
19 vaccination program yesterday with
a senior cilizen and a nurse among the
first to be inoculated using the Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccine, the government
said. The UAE -which is made up of
seven emirates including the capital
Abu Dhabi and Dubai - approved the
emergency registration of the vaccine
on Tuesday, the same day the first
balch arrived from abroad, the official
WAM news agency reported.

Dubai “begins COVID-19 vaccina-
tion ‘Pfizer-BioNTech’ campaign”, the
Dubai Media Office tweeted, along

with pictures of men and women
receiving the jab. It added that the
first phase of the rollout will target
cilizens and residents over the age of
60, adults with chronic diseases, peo-
ple with special needs as well as
frontline and other key workers. Along
with the elderly man and nurse, a
paramedic, a police officer and a driv-
er were among the first to receive the
jab in Dubai, which has said vaccina-
tion will be “free of charge” for all cil-
izens and residents.

The first batch arrived on an Emirates
cargo {light from Brussels on Tuesday,
WAM said. “It has been our honor to
transport these vaccines free of charge
on our {light,” the airline’s chairman and
chief executive, Sheikh Ahmed bin
Saeed Al-Maktoum, said in a statement.

Continued on Page 2

Trump rejects
COVID bill, calls
it ‘a disgrace’

WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump on
Tuesday rejected a massive COVID economic
relief package passed by Congress, branding it
“a disgrace” in an act of political brinkmanship
less than a month before he must leave office and
when millions of Americans are suffering fallout
from the pandemic. Trump dropped the bomb-
shell via a pre-recorded statement made in the
White House and sent out on Twitter.

It came just a day after his Republicans and the
Democrats finally agreed overwhelmingly to a
$900 billion bill meant to throw a lifeline Lo busi-
nesses and people struggling to keep heads above
waler. In his address, Trump said he would refuse
Lo accept the bill as it is and demanded changes,

Continued on Page 2

Iraqis angry but
unsurprised over
Trump pardons

BAGHDAD: Iraqis yesterday were outraged, heartbro-
ken but not surprised to hear US President Donald
Trump had pardoned for four Blackwaler conlractors
convicted of killing Iraqi civilians in Baghdad in 2007. 1

US-Israeli delegation
signs deals in Morocco

lost hope a long time ago,” said Fares Saadi, the Iraqi
police officer who led the investigations into the shoot-
ings al Baghdad’s crowded Nisur Square. The
Blackwater team, contracted to provide security for US
diplomalts in Iraq following the American-led invasion in
2003, claimed they were responding Lo insurgent fire.
The bloody episode left at least 14 Iraqi civilians
dead and 17 wounded, many of whom Saadi remem-
bered Laking Lo the hospilal himsell. “Thirleen years,
you said? My God. I remember it like it was yester-
day,” he told AFP by telephone in Baghdad. “It was
random fire, 360 degrees. I picked up people, drove

RABAT: A US-Israeli delegation
signed agreements with Morocco in
Rabat Tuesday, cementing a
Washington-sponsored normalization
of relations between the Jewish state
and the North African country. The
visiting delegation, led by Jared
Kushner - son-in-law and advisor to
outgoing US President Donald Trump
- and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's security advisor, Meir
Ben Shabbal, arrived in Rabal from
Tel Aviv on the first direct commercial

{light between Israel and Morocco.
Less than two weeks ago, Morocco
became the third Arab slate this year,
after the Uniled Arab Emirales and
Bahrain, to normalize ties with Israel
under US-brokered deals, while
Sudan has pledged to follow suit. The
US-Israceli delegation met King
Mohammed VT at the royal palace,
before the signing of a tripartite dec-
laration lauding Trump’s Dec 10 deci-
sion Lo recognize Morocco’s
Continued on Page 2

Continued on Page 2

DUBAI: A health worker administers a dose of the coronavirus vac-
cine to a senior citizen at a medical center yesterday. — AFP

them to the hospital, took statements,” he said.

Saadi was the lead Iraqi police investigalor into
the incident, coordinating with FBI teams sent lo
Baghdad and even providing witness testimony in
US trials. Three of the guards - Paul Slough, Evan
Liberty and Dustin Heard - were initially convicted
of manslaughter, atltempted manslaughter and a
fircarm offense, and sentenced to 30 years ecach. A
fourth, Nicholas Slatlen, was determined Lo have
fired the first shots and was convicted of first-degree
murder and sentenced to life in prison.

Continued on Page 2
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RABAT: King Mohammed VI, flanked by his son Crown Prince Moulay

I .*"= Hassan, meets US Presidential Advisor Jared Kushner and Israeli
= National Security Advisor Meir Ben Shabbat on Tuesday. — AFP
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Health ministry ready lo receive
everyone for COVID-19 vaccines

Kuwait’s COVID-19 cases jump by 266, deaths by one

KUWAIT: Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah tours the Kuwait vaccination center for
COVID-19 at Kuwait International Fairground in Mishref yesterday.

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Health is ready to
receive everyone lo lake novel coronavirus (COVID-
19) vaccines, Director of Public Health Department
Dr Fahad Al-Qimlas announced yeslerday, adding
that the ministry has a well-placed plan to approve
vaccinalion cenlers, namely halls number five and six
in Kuwait International Fairground (KIF), as well as
two additional centers in Al-Ahmadi and Al-Jahra
governorales in the future. Qimlas added in remarks
to the press al Kuwail International Fairground in
Mishref vesterday that people desiring to receive
COVID-19 vaccinations have Lo register their

Defense Minister
meets top Kuwait
army officials

KUWAIT: Depuly Prime Minister and Defense
Minister Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah
chaired a meeling with senior ministry and high
ranking military officials at the Defense Ministry’s

requests on the ministry’s website to facilitate the
process of their entrance to the centers, and to
approve their reservations, as the Ministry is ready
Lo receive thousands of people daily.

Accurate information
Qimlas called on people questioning the credibil-
ity of the vaccine to avoid the spreading rumors, to
take accurate information from its trusted sources,
and [rom specialized people who are thoroughly
looking at the studies on the efficiency of the vac-
cine. The official noled thal medical cadres are [ully

headquarters yesterday. Sheikh Hamad said that
achieving reform and performance improvement
requires the consolidated efforts of various depart-
ments al the ministry. He said this can be achieved
by giving priority to responsibility and public inter-
est, while instilling principles of justice and equality
al all times. Army Chiel of Stalf L.t Gen Stalf Khaled
Saleh Al-Sabah, Deputy Chief of Staff Lt Gen Staff
Fahad Abdulrahman Al-Nasser, Acting
Undersecretary of the Defense Ministry Sheikh
Fahad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah, and other high ranking
officials were in attendance.

Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah tours the Kuwait vaccination center for
COVID-19. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

in charge and prepared in the vaccination centers,
as they are capable to receive all registered people,
calling on everyone to immediately register online.
The COVID-19 vaccines are stored according Lo
the instructions and regulations of the Ministry’s
medical storage department, as the vaccine quanti-
ties are sufficient and cover the need of all demands,
he said.

One death
Kuwait has meanwhile registered yesterday 266
additional COVID-19 cases recorded over a 24-

KUWAIT: Defense Minister Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah chairs a meeting with senior min-
istry and high ranking military officials. — Defense Ministry photo

hour span, increasing the total number of infections
to 148,773, while one fatality was recorded lo a
death toll of 924. Plus, active cases amounted to
3,255 with 54 of them in intensive care units, MoH’s
Spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad said. Earlier, the
ministry confirmed 238 fresh recovery cases, added
to a total of 144,594 cured people thus far. Health
authorities conducted 3,459 swab Lests in 24 hours,
increasing the total to 1,232,277, Dr Sanad revealed.
The spokesman further urged everyone in Kuwait to
adhere to precautionary measures against the virus
and mainlain social distancing. — KUNA

US-Israeli
delegation signs...

Continued from Page 1

“sovereignly” over the disputed region of
Western Sahara, widely read as a quid pro quo for
Rabal’s simultaneous pledge to restore ties with
Israel.

Tuesday’s declaration included a commitment to
“immedialely resume [ull official conlacls belween
Israeli and Moroccan counterparts”, with all parties
agreeing to “fully implement” their sides of the bar-
gain before the end of January. Appearing alongside
Morocco’s Foreign Minister Nasser Bourita,
KCushner said at an evening press conference that
the visit had been “enormously productive so far”.

Both Kushner and Ben Shabbat were received at
the airport by Moroccan officials, albeit in a low key
welcome far from the pomp of the delegation’s
departure from Israel. Alongside the tripartite dec-
laration, four bilateral deals were signed Tuesday
between Isracl and Morocco, centering on direct air
links, waler management, connecling financial sys-
tems and a visa waiver arrangement for diplomats.
Morocco has North Africa’s largest Jewish commu-
nity of about 3,000 people, and Israel is home to
700,000 Jews of Moroccan origin.

As part of the Morocco-Israel deal unveiled ear-
lier this month, Trump fulfilled a decades-old goal of
Rabat by backing its contested sovereignty in the

Iraqis angry but
unsurprised over...

Continued from Page 1

Slatten was retried and sentenced in Aug 2019 to
life in prison. The following month, Slough, Liberty
and Heard had their sentences reduced by hall or
more. “I was following carefully the whole time. It
was a gradual reduction - I knew we'd never get
justice,” Saadi said. The pardon came just a few
weeks after the International Criminal Court shut
down a preliminary probe into alleged war crimes
by British troops in Iraq after the invasion.

The ICC prosecutor had said in 2017 that there
was “reasonable basis” for believing British soldiers
had committed such crimes. But she said this month
she could not find proof Britain had shielded sus-
pects from prosecution. Ali Bayati of Iraq’s Human
Rights Commission said the back-to-back decisions
showed there was little respect for human rights
abroad. “The latest decision confirms these coun-
tries’ violations of human rights and international
law,” he told AFP. “They grant immunity Lo their sol-
diers even as they claim to protect human rights.”

Baghdad was gripped by bloody sectarian war-
fare in 2007, and there was no local trial over the
Sept 16 deaths in Nisur Square. Following the
shootings, Iraq announced it would not renew
Blackwater’s operating license and the US State

disputed region of Western Sahara. The move infu-
riated the Algerian-backed pro-independence
Polisario Iront, which controls about one fifth of the
desert territory that was once a Spanish colony.

Kushner said Tuesday the US recognilion of
Moroccan sovereignly over the Weslern Sahara
was “rejecting the failed status quo, which bene-
fits no one”. “Genuine aulonomy is the only feasi-
ble option but it will take work, we urge all par-
lies Lo conslruclively engage with the United
Nations to move forward through the negolia-
tions,” he added.

In a statement late Tuesday, Mohammed VI con-
gralulated Kushner for his “substantial work... which
has led to the historic turning point in favor of
Morocco’s territorial integrity and this promising
development for peace in the Middle East”. The US
aims Lo open a consulate in Western Sahara, and has
pledged investment, which Moroccan media
described as “colossal”. Israel and Morocco are
meanwhile due to reopen diplomatic offices.
Morocco closed its liaison office in Tel Aviv in
2000, at the start of the second Palestinian intifada,
or uprising.

Mohammed VI has said Morocco will remain an
advocale for the Palestinians. Alongside the
announcement of the resumption of relations with
Israel, the king had earlier this month assured
Palestinian president Mahmoud Abbas of Morocco’s
“continued and sustained commitment to the just
Palestinian cause”, based on the two-state solution
Lo that conflict. He reiterated his commitment in his
statement on Tuesday. —AFP

Department did not renew its contract there with
the firm. Blackwater changed its name several times,
eventually becoming Academi and merging with
other firms to form the Constellis Group. One of
Constellis’s smaller firms, Olive Group, is currently
operaling in Iraq. There was no immediate reaction
from the Iraqi government vesterday.

The US trial found none of the 14 people killed in
Nisur Square was armed. Many were in their vehi-
cles, which had been sprayed with machine-gun fire.
At least one child died. All but one of the victims’
families accepted compensation from Blackwater, a
lawyer wounded in the attack told AFP previously.
Those hurt received up to $50,000, while the rela-
tives of those killed were offered $100,000.

Haitham Al-Rubaie, who lost his son Ahmad and
wile Mahasin, was the only one lo turn down the
offers. Ahmad was a 20-year-old medical student, a
former classmale said yesterday. “All of us al school
were devastated and heartbroken,” said the class-
male, who asked for her name to be withheld so she
could speak freely. “Times were really tough... and
to hear that he and his mom were both murdered
added to our sense of desperation.”

She said she expected Ahmad would have been a
successful physician - like his mother - had he lived.
“It is an utter outrage, but it is also not surprising
by any means. The Americans have never
approached us Iraqis as equals,” the former class-
male said. “As far as they are concerned, our blood
is cheaper than water and our demands for justice
and accounlabilily are merely a nuisance.” — AFP

Dubai rolls out
COVID jabs...

Continued from Page 1

The Dubai Media Office said that vaccinations
will be available at six health authorily facilities.

Earlier this month, the United Arab Emirates
had already approved the vaccine developed by
Chinese drugs giant Sinopharm, which it said was
86 percent effective. The vaccine produced by US
pharmaceuticals giant Pfizer and its German part-
ner BioNTech - which proved to be 95 percent
effective in late-stage clinical trials - is adminis-

Masks block
99.9% of large...

Continued from Page 1

School of Engineering, told AFP. Large respira-
tory droplets -which act like projectiles before
being pulled toward the ground by gravity - are
thought to be the main driver of SARS-CoV-2
transmission, he noted.

Smaller ones, sometimes called aerosol droplets,
can remain suspended in the air for longer periods.
“We continuously exhale a whole range of droplets,

Trump rejects
COVID bill...

Continued from Page 1

notably a big increase in the proposed $600
direct payments to less well-off Americans.

“I am asking Congress Lo amend this bill and
increase the ridiculously low $600 to $2,000, or
$4,000 for a couple,” he said, referring to reliel
checks. Tapping into his nationalist “America First”
brand, Trump also castigated measures added onto
the bill during complex negotiations that would pro-
vide [unding for projects benefiting US partners
abroad and other non-COVID related items like the
environment. “It really is a disgrace,” he said. “I'm
also asking Congress to immediately get rid of the

Premier to launch
coronavirus...

Continued from Page 1

Saleh revealed HH the Prime Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled will be the first to receive the jab,
followed by those who have registered for the vac-
cination online. Saleh expressed pride in the prepa-
ration for the campaign, thanking the minister of

tered in two doses, 21 days apart.

The vaccine must be stored at -70 degrees
Celsius, a temperature much lower than standard
freezers and which forced the company to develop
special containers for transport. Taking part in the
vaccination campaign remains voluntary in the UAE,
but officials have encouraged the population to be
inoculated. Two vaccines have undergone third-phase
trials in the UAE - the Sinopharm project and Russia’s
Sputnik-V, named after the Soviet-era satellite.

Dubai ruler Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al-
Maktoum said in November that he had received an
experimental coronavirus vaccine, joining other top
UAE officials to take part in the trials. The UAE has
so far recorded more than 197,000 cases of the
novel coronavirus, including 645 deaths. — AFP

from micro-scale to millimeter-scale,” Maria Viola
said by phone. “Some of the droplets will drop
faster than others” depending on temperature,
humidity and especially air speed, he said. The
study focused on particles larger than 170 microns
in diameter - roughly two to four times the width of
a human hair.

Aerosol particles, which tend to follow currents in
the air, are generally described as smaller than 20 or
30 microns. Intermediate size droplets can behave
either way, the study found. “If you wear a mask, you
are mitigating the virus transmission by an order of
magnilude — 10 times less,” Maria Viola said. “In
our study, for the larger droplets we measure, we're
talking about 99.9 percent less.”—AFP

waslelul and unnecessary ilems {rom Lhis legislation,
and just send me a suitable bill.”

Trump has not yet received the bill and he did not
explicitly say he would not sign. If he actually vetoed
the package, Congress would almost certainly
quickly override that, given the bipartisan support.
In what is widely expected to be only a portion of a
slew of presidential pardons and commutations
issued in the dying days of the administration, the
White House also announced late Tuesday that 20
people had been selected.

They included two convicted in special counsel
Robert Mueller’s Russia probe into Trump campaign
ties to Moscow and four men convicted in connec-
tion with the mass killing of at least 14 Iraqi civilians.
The COVID package is wrapped into a $2.3 trillion,
almost 5,600-page “coronabus” bill that includes a
so-called omnibus bill to fund the government for
the coming year. — AFP

health and all members of the ministry for their
efforts. He added that members of the interior min-
istry, Kuwait Fire Force and related bodies will do
their best Lo [acilitale the campaign’s success.

People interested in getting vaccinated are
requested to register at a special site set up by
the health ministry (covidl9vaccine.moh.gov.kw).
By late Tuesday, around 74,000 people had
already registered. Local media reported that the
first shipment contains around 150,000 vaccines
good for 75,000 people, as the vaccinalion is
administered twice.
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Kuwait’s Amir thanks former
ministers for their service

Sheikh Nawaf receives condolences from Prince Charles

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan photos
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His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets former Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Defense Sheikh Ahmad Al-Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets former Minister of Justice Dr Fahad Al-Afasi, former Minister of 0il Dr Khaled Al-Fadhel, former Minister of Social Affairs Maryam Al-Aqeel, former Minister
of Education Dr Saud Al-Harbi, former State Minister for Municipal Affairs Waleed Al-Jassem, and former Minister of Finance Barrak Al-Sheetan.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Speaker of the National Assembly

Marzouq Al-Ghanem.

KUWALIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Bayan Palace
yeslerday a number of former ministers. During the
meeling, His Highness the Amir thanked the officials
for their efforts during their respective tenures and
wished them the best of luck in their future endeav-
ors. The officials were former Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Defense Sheikh Ahmad Al-Mansour
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, former Minister of Justice and
Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Dr Fahad Al-
Afasi, former Minister ol Oil and acling Minister of
Walter and Electricity Dr Khaled Al-Fadhel, former
Minister of Social Affairs and Minister of State for
Economic Affairs Maryam Al-Aqeel, former Minister
ol Education and Minister of Higher Education Dr
Saud Al-Harbi, former State Minister for Municipal
Alffairs and State Minister for Social Alfairs Waleed
Al-Jassem, and former Minister of Finance Barrak Al-
Sheetan. His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah also received
the former ministers yesterday al Bayan Palace.
Mecanwhile, His Highness the Amir received His
Highness the Crown Prince al Bayan Palace yeslerday.

China offers condolences
over Sheikh Nasser

KUWAIT: China yesterday expressed its sincere con-
dolences lo His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the Kuwaili government and
its people over the demise of late Sheikh Nasser Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the former Deputy Prime
Minister and former Minister of Defense. The remarks
were made in a cable senl by the International
Department of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of China (IDCPC) to Kuwait's Embassy in China. In
the cable, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) expressed
sorrow and sadness on the news of late Sheikh Nasser,
extending their deepest condolences to Al-Sabah family.
The CCP continued to mention that the late Sheikh
Nasser was an old friend of theirs, as he made positive
contributions to enhancing mutual political trust and
intellectual exchange between China and Kuwait, while
promoling cooperation between both sides within the
framework of the Belt and Road initiative, and with his
death, they lost a loyal friend. Sheikh Nasser passed away
on December 20 at the age of 72, leaving behind a legacy
of politics and national achievements. —[KUNA

Embassy in Belgium urges
citizens to keep in contact

BRUSSELS: The Embassy of Kuwait in Brussels urged
yeslerday cilizens in Belgium to adhere to and abide by
the local authorities” decisions and instructions regarding
health precautions against COVID-19. The remarks were
based on a decision by Kuwaili authorilies suspending
commercial flights to and from Kuwait International
Airport from December 21, 2020 Lo January 1, 2021, the
embassy said in a stalement. The embassy called on cili-
zens in case of emergency or any inquiries, to contact
them on the following numbers: 0032026477950 and
00320477775801. Meanwhile, Kuwail’s embassy in
Hungary called on citizens in the European country to
conlact the mission in case they needed assistance due
to the flights’ suspension to and from Kuwait
International Airport. The embassy called on citizens to
contact the mission on the following number: (+3) 630-
898-0000. The embassy also stressed on the impor-
tance of adhering to the precautionary and preventive
measures taken by the health authorities to confront the
novel coronavirus (COVID-19). — KUNA

His Highness the Amir also received Speaker of the
National Assembly Marzouq Al-Ghanem and His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-IChaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. In the meantime, His Highness
the Crown Prince received Ghanem and His Highness
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled at Bayan Palace.

Condolences

Separately, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawal
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received a cable of
condolences yeslerday [rom Prince of Whales Prince
Charles, expressing his sorrow over the demise of late
Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
the former Deputy Prime Minister and former
Minister of Defense. In the cable, Prince Charles also
offered his sincere condolences Lo Al-Sabah family. In
turn, His Highness the Amir thanked Prince Charles for
his kind words and sincere sentiments. His Highness
the Amir also received yeslerday a cable of condo-
lences from Iraq’s “Iragiyoon” Coalition Party Leader
Ammar Abdulaziz Al-Hakim, expressing his sorrow
over the demise of late Sheikh Nasser. His Highness
the Amir thanked Al-Hakim for his kind words and

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets His Highness the Prime Minister

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

sincere senliments.

On "Tuesday, His Highness Sheikh Nawaf received
cables of condolences from President of UAE Khalifa
Bin Zayed Bin Sultan Al-Nahyan; UAE Vice President
and Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai, Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum; and Abu Dhabi
Crown Prince and Deputy Supreme Commander of
the UAE Armed Forces Sheikh Mohammad bin Zayed
Al-Nahyan expressing their deepest condolences
over Lthe death of late Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-
Ahmad. In their cables, they also prayed to Allah
Almighty Lo bestow His Highness the Amir and the
family of late Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad solace
and patience. Rulers of Al-Fujaira Sheikh Hamad Bin
Mohammad Al-Sharqi, Umm Al-Quwain Sheikh Saud
Bin Rashid Al-Mualaa, Sharja Sheikh Dr Sultan bin
Mohammad Al-Qasemi, Ras Al-Khaima Sheikh Saud
bin Sager Al-Qasemi and Ajman Sheikh Humaid bin
Rashid Al-Nuaimi sent similar cables. His Highness the
Amir replied to UAE leaders with cables expressing
His Highness’s deepest thanks, praying to Allah
Almighty to rest the late Sheikh’s soul in peace and
grant him best place in paradise.

Sisi condoles

Egyptian President Abdulfatah Al-Sisi also sent a
cable of condolences to His Highness the Amir on
Tuesday, in which he expressed his sincere condo-
lences over the demise of Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-
Ahmad. In his cable, the Egyptian president offered
his condolences to Al-Sabah family as well. In a reply
cable, His Highness the Amir expressed his gratitude
to the Egyptian leader for his kind words and sincere
sentiments. His Highness the Amir received a similar
cable from President of Mauritania Mohammad Ould
Ghazouani yesterday. In the meantime, His Highness
the Amir received a phone call from Saudi Minister of
State Prince Turki bin Mohammad bin Fahd over the
death of Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad. During the
call, Prince Turki bin Mohammad expressed his sin-
cere sympathy to His Highness the Amir and Al-Sabah
family, and prayed to Allah Almighty to bestow mercy
on Sheikh Nasser’s soul and bring solace to his family.
His Highness the Amir expressed gratitude to Prince
Turki for his sincere condolences. Prince Turki made a
similar phone call to His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad. — KUNA

Stay safe. Stay home. Stay informed.
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Kuwait’s virtual

book fair extends
until Feb: NCCAL

KUWAIT: Secretary-General of National
Council for Culture, Arts and Literature Kamel
Al-Abduljalil announced yesterday the extension
of the Kuwait Virtual Book Fair until February
2021. This year’s Book Fair is being held in coop-
eration with NCCAL’ strategic partner, Kuwait
Foundation for the Advancement of Sciences.

He said that that council was keen on continu-
ing ils services Lo the public in light of the ces-
sation of many activities throughout the world.
He added that among the other main reasons for
the extension was the requests [rom publishing
houses and libraries to participate in the exhibi-
tion, in addition to the high number of visitors of
the exhibition’s website, which exceeded 2,000
people per day, purchasing more than 70 publi-
calions, for a value of over KD 1,000 per day.
The Kuwait Virtual Book Fair began on
November 29, 2020.

Kuwait oil price
down 50 cents

KUWAIT: The price of Kuwaiti oil went down 50
cents to $49.41 per barrel on Tuesday after it was
at $49.91 pb the day before, said the Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) yesterday. At the
global level, the price of the Brent crude went
down by 60 cents to $50.32 per barrel, the same
case with the West Texas Intermediate, which
went down by 72 cents to $47.25 pb. —KUNA

Photo of the Day

Thursday, December 24, 2020

KUWAIT: This picture shows sunrise in Fahaheel beach. —Photo by Sito Mirah Ayu (Instagram account: @sito_ayu)

Special education schools
resume in-person classes

Students attend class under strict health precautions

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Schools for children with special abilities
resumed in-person classes on campus this week. To
respect health precautions, students were separated
in two groups at the Hope School for Special
Needs. According to the admission stafl at the
school, a first group of students attends classes
from 8:00 am till 11:00 am, while the second group
attends from 11:30 am to 2:30 pm.

Khalifa School also resumed in-person classes
for students {rom Sunday, Dec 20, 2020. An official
from the admission department said they are glad to
welcome students again at the school premises.
“Not all students are attending. Some students pre-
ferred Lo continue studying through online classes,
and we respect their choice. For in-class students,
we have taken all health and safety precautions to
keep them safe,” she told Kuwail Times.

All' schools in Kuwait were closed for the National
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Day holidays in February when the global coron-
avirus pandemic outbreak reached the country. The
education ministry announced closures initially for
two weeks, then an additional two weeks, and finally
for the rest of the school year for in-person learning.

Over the summer, parents learned that there
would be no in-person learning at all for any
schools - public, private or special needs - for the
first semester ol the 2020-2021 school year. It is
unclear if students will be allowed to return to cam-
pus for the second semester of the current school
year. Kuwait is scheduled to begin vaccinating peo-
ple today, starting with frontliners and those at high
risk, before moving on to the general population.

Schools are nol expected Lo resume on-campus
learning (or all students until the vaccine is more
widely administered. There are an estimated half a
million school-age students in Kuwait, all of them
have been learning through virtual classes since the
slart of the current school year.

Kuwait prepares for Iraq

joint committee meeting

| l KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah chairs a preparatory coordination meeting
ahead of the Kuwait-Iraq joint committee meeting. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwail’s Deputy Foreign Minister
Khaled Al-Jarallah headed yesterday a preparatory
coordination meeting ahead of the Kuwait-Iraq joint
commillee meeling, scheduled for next month.
Jarallah stressed, in a delivered speech at the meet-
ing, on the importance of coordination and consul-

American institute
awards Kuwaiti
architectural design

KUWAIT: The American Institute of Architecture
has awarded Kuwail Universily Conslruclion
Program (KUCP) for a design of the planned engi-
neering and petroleum facully at the KU-affiliated
Sabah Al-Salem University City. The KUCP said in a
press release yesterday that the design won the
American award at the Middle East level, indicating
that it was chosen for the trophy due lo special
structures that cope well with Kuwait’s heat season.
The design also allows sunlight to reach inner parts
of the vast building where large halls and wide cor-

ridors provide ways for easy internal movement of

personnel and students. The award jurists granted

e

KUWAIT: The engineering and petroleum faculty at the Sabah Al-Salem University City. —KUNA

tation with all Kuwaiti parties involved ahead of
next month meeting, affirming on the importance of
mutual partnership that would benefit all parties
involved and people of both countries. The Deputy
Foreign Minister hailed Kuwaiti various entities for
their efforts in this regard. —KUNA

the prize to the KUCP at the Middle East level for
2020 during a virtual convention, held on
December 20. —KUNA
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WASHINGTON: John Ayala holds up a picture on Dec 17, 2020 of his grandson, Davon McLean, 11, Killed by a stray bullet on July 4, 2020. (Inset) This photo received from the DC Metropolitan Police Department on Dec 21, 2020 shows a
picture of homicide victim Carmelo Duncan. —AFP

The American children lost to stray bullets

Many US cities reported ‘historic levels of violence’ in 2020

WASHINGTON: Carmelo Duncan was
strapped into his car seat when he was hit
by multiple stray bullets, becoming at just
15 months old one of the youngest shool-
ing viclims in the US this vear - and a
symbol of powerlessness in the face of
gun violence. On Dec 2, he and his eight-
year-old brother were in a car being driv-
en by their father through southeast
Washington, DC, when unknown shoot-
ers opened fire on the vehicle before
flecing in a stolen SUV.

The toddler died at the hospital. His
father and brother survived the ambush,
for which police say they don't know the
molive. Carmelo was the 187th victim of
gunshot homicide this vear in the
American capital, out of 197 - the highest
lotal in 15 years. The cily had 196 shool-
ing deaths in 2005. Many US cilies
reported “historic levels of violence” in
2020, according to a report by the organ-
izalion Everylown for Gun Safely - and
young people are paying a heavy price.

This is due Lo a climate of violence fol-
lowing the police killings of Black
Americans, and the COVID-19 pandemic
that has closed down schools and youth
programs. “As these critical supports

have been shuttered, the void has been
filled with gun violence,” said the
Everytown report. Just a few days before
Christmas, gun violence has already
caused more than 18,500 deaths in the
US in 2020, according to the Gun
Violence Archive, including more than
1,300 minors. Of these, 284 were 11 years
old or younger.

Killed on the Fourth of July

One such child is Davon McNeal, who
was shol in the head on July 4 by a stray
bullet fired by young adults celebrating
the national holiday. Only 11 years old, he
had left a picnic organized by his mother,
Crystal McNeal, in a poor neighborhood
in southeast Washington. “They were just
having [un shooling their firearms,” his
paternal grandfather, John Ayala, told
AFP. One of the shoolers, Ayala
explained, had been released from prison
in May as part of an effort to stop the
spread of the coronavirus in detention
facilities.

Avala has been a well-known figure in
Washinglon’s Black communily since
1989. He founded the local chapter of the
group Guardian Angels - easily recog-

nized by their red berets - that works Lo
stop violence and crime in metro areas.
“For years [ worked all over the world
going oul Lo be a role model, lalking
aboul positive things and to prevent
tragedies like this from happening,” said
the New York-born 51-year-old. “And
then it hits my own doorstep.”

“What's sad is when a child is mur-
dered here, we already know that’s not
the last one,” he added, pointing to the
general sense of powerlessness. The day
Davon died, at least four children under
eight vears old were killed by stray bul-
lets in Chicago, Allanta, San Irancisco
and St Louis, Missouri, according lo the

sun Violence Archive.

‘Mentality has to change’

Ayala denounced the passivity and
“culture” of silence among some in the
African-American communily, which is
the most affected by gun violence. “Thal
mentality has to change,” he said.
“Snitching is not when you report a crime
that is happening in your community
against you or somebody else.”

In order to keep Davon's name alive,
McNeal created a foundation that helps

homeless people and disadvantaged
youth, though she admits that her charita-
ble work isn’t enough to stem the vio-
lence. “You can do all the peace walks, all
the events, all the toys giveaways, any-
thing. You can't tell somebody to stop
something they already planned on
doing,” she told AFP.

Ayala and Kevin McGill, the coach of

Davon’s school football team, also
denounced rival gangs that don't hesilate
Lo sellle scores around children. “Where
we're from, it ain't really unheard of]” said
McGill. “It's heartbreaking. At the same
lime, il's like you become numb Lo il.”
Like McNeal, Maurice Burden, a custodi-
an at a Washington public high school,
wanls Lo raise awareness.

He co-founded the group Indigenous
Suns, which regularly organizes food and
clothing drives. He also wants to hold
monthly protests against gun violence.
“Usually we have one march, weeks pass
and everybody forgets. So that people
don't forgel, one march will not do it, we
musl have many,” the 39-year-old father
of two told AFP. Carmelo Duncan’s death
is “nol normal and we will not go lo the
point of this to be normal,” he said. —AFP

3 French police
killed by domestic
violence suspect

SAINT-JUST, France: Three police officers were
killed and a fourth wounded in central France
vesterday when a man opened fire as they
responded to a domestic violence call, the dead-
liest attack in years on French security forces
outside of terrorism incidents. The suspect, a 48-
year-old man known Lo authorities for child cus-
tody disputes, was “discovered dead” several
hours after fleeing the home in an isolated hamlet
near Saint-Just, a village of some 160 people
south of Clermont-Ferrand, Interior Minister
Gerald Darmanin said in a tweel.

“This is one of the most lragic events in the

US delivery-only
kitchens flourish
during pandemic

NEW YORK: You can't eat there or collect your meal. But so-
called ghost kitchens, which only prepare food for delivery, are
booming in the United States during the pandemic. Don't look
for a Firebelly Wings or a Monster Mac restaurant anywhere in
America because you won'l find their signs on any streel.
Instead, their chicken wings or macaroni and cheese are found
via smartphones. The new brands, like dozens of others, were
invented solely for delivery. Their dishes are prepared in

history” of France’s Gendarmes force, which often
ensures law enforcement in rural areas, Darmanin
said after arriving at the scene. He gave no fur-
ther details on how the man died, though a min-
istry source told AFP the suspect “was found
dead in his vehicle, apparently a suicide”.
Identified by officials as Irederik L, he opened
fire at two officers who arrived at the house
shortly after midnight after being alerted to a
reported domestic assault.

One was killed immediately and the other shot
in the thigh before the man set f[ire Lo the house,
where a woman had climbed onto the roof. Police
reinforcements and firelighters were rushed to
the scene, and all roads leading to the house were
blocked off, according to the prosecutor’s office
in Clermont-Ferrand.

Two [urther police who were trying to deter-
mine il rescue officers could reach their shot col-
leagues were then [ired on and killed by the sus-
pect, who had barricaded himself in the house.

“ghost” kitchens, hidden commercial spaces closed to the pub-
lic. The trend, sometimes called “dark” kitchens, has been
around for a couple of years but is enjoying a huge boost due
to coronavirus shutdowns. “Consumer behavior has been
altered by COVID-19,” said a spokesperson for Nextbite, an
operator of ghost kitchens. “Consumers who had never ordered
from delivery platforms have adopled the convenience.”
Restaurants closed for months, others open with
reduced capacity, customers preferring to eat at home for
fear of infection: everything has been pointing lowards
increased demand for delivery. DoorDash, the leading food
delivery platform in the US with 47 percent market share,
handled 543 million orders between January and
September, a three-fold increase on last year. “It's capital-
izing a lot on the restaurants that have closed. But at the
same time there’s new demand created too,” said R
Holtovy, director of financial analytics at global restaurant

AMBERT, France: French gendarmes speak with a man at
the gendarmerie yesterday after three gendarmes were
killed and a fourth wounded by a gunman they confronted
in response to a domestic violence call in Saint-Just. —AFP

“He was an amateur shooter” and was “heavily
armed, with a rifle and two pistols”, a source
close to the inquiry said. He later escaped and
some 300 officers spent hours searching for the
suspect. —AFP

consultancy firm Aaron Allen & Associates.

Zuul, C3, Kitchen United and CloudKitchens, headed by
Uber co-founder Travis Kalanick, offer restaurateurs kitchens
- sometlimes [ully equipped - along with technical support Lo
manage orders and advice on developing their brands.
Nextbite focuses on the latter, helping restaurants develop
new menus in their existing kitchens. Traditional caterers are
gelting in on the act, opening ghost kitchens under their own
names and inventing new culinary offerings.

“Everyone is trying to address the downward pressure
on you