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Op-Ed

All hands on deck  
to fight a once in a  
lifetime pandemic

By Antonio Guterres 
 
Secretary-General of the 
United Nations

Only by coming together will the world be 
able to face down the COVID-19 pandem-
ic and its shattering consequences. At an 

emergency virtual meeting last Thursday, G20 
leaders took steps in the right direction. But we are 
still far away from having a coordinated, articulated 
global response that meets the unprecedented 
magnitude of what we are facing. 

Far from flattening the curve of infection, we are 
still well behind it. The disease initially took 67 days 
to infect 100,000 people; soon, 100,000 people 
and more will be infected daily. Without concerted 
and courageous action, the number of new cases 
will almost certainly escalate into the millions, 
pushing health systems to the breaking point, 
economies into a nosedive and people into despair, 
with the poorest hit hardest. We must prepare for 
the worst and do everything to avoid it.  Here is a 
three-point call to action - based on science, soli-
darity and smart policies - for doing just that. 

First, suppress transmission of the coronavirus. 
That requires aggressive and early testing and 
contact tracing, complemented by quarantines, 
treatment, and measures to keep first responders 
safe, combined with measures to restrict movement 
and contact. Such steps, despite the disruptions 
they cause, must be sustained until therapies and a 
vaccine emerge. Crucially, this robust and cooper-
ative effort should be guided by the World Health 
Organization, a member of the United Nations 
family; countries acting on their own - as they must 
for their people - will not get the job done for all. 

Second, tackle the devastating social and eco-
nomic dimensions of the crisis. The virus is spread-
ing like wildfire, and is likely to move swiftly into 
the Global South, where health systems face con-
straints, people are more vulnerable, and millions 
live in densely populated slums or crowded settle-
ments for refugees and internally displaced per-
sons. Fuelled by such conditions, the virus could 
devastate the developing world and then re-
emerge where it was previously suppressed.  In 
our interconnected world, we are only as strong as 
the weakest health systems. 

Clearly, we must fight the virus for all of human-
ity, with a focus on people, especially the most 
affected: Women, older persons, youth, low-wage 
workers, small and medium enterprises, the infor-
mal sector and vulnerable groups. The United 
Nations has just issued reports documenting how 
the viral contagion has become an economic con-
tagion, and setting out the financing needed to 
address the shocks.  The International Monetary 
Fund has declared that we have entered a reces-
sion as bad as or worse than in 2009.   

We need a comprehensive multilateral response 
amounting to a double-digit percentage of global 
Gross Domestic Product. Developed countries can 
do it by themselves, and some are indeed doing it.  
But we must massively increase the resources 
available to the developing world by expanding the 
capacity of the IMF, namely through the issuance 
of special drawing rights, and of the other interna-
tional financial institutions so that they can rapidly 
inject resources into the countries that need them.   

Continued on Page 16 

By B Izzak and Agencies  
 
KUWAIT: The ministry of health 
reported 77 new coronavirus cases 
yesterday, 74 of whom are expatriates, 
raising the number of cases to 556 and 
one death. The ministry also reported 
six new recoveries, raising the total 
number to 99. The new cases include 
three Kuwaitis, 58 Indians, eight 
Pakistanis, three Bangladeshis, two 
Egyptians and one Iranian. Of the 456 
cases receiving treatment at the min-
istry, 17 are in intensive care units, six 
in critical condition. 

A Cabinet meeting headed by 
Interior Minister Anas Al-Saleh dis-
cussed late Saturday the issue of plac-
ing a number of densely-populated 
expat areas under total lockdown fol-
lowing a rise in the number of coron-
avirus cases among expats. No deci-
sion was announced after the meeting, 
which also discussed expanding the 
partial curfew hours and other meas-
ures. It also discussed the second 
phase of repatriation of Kuwaitis from 
abroad, which is expected to com-
mence this week. 

MP Mohammad Al-Dallal said that 
the spread of the disease among 

expatriates rings warning bells, which 
requires taking decisive actions like 
imposing a lockdown, especially in 
areas heavily populated by expatri-
ates. He also called for speeding up 
the process of sending home thou-
sands of expatriate workers living ille-
gally in the country or those who are 
stranded here with no jobs. 

The government has repeatedly 
said that the options of imposing a 
total curfew or placing certain expat-
dominated areas under lockdown are 
being considered by the Cabinet and 
could be imposed when necessary. A 
large number of expatriates have test-
ed positive for the deadly disease in 
the past few days. On Saturday, the 
ministry of health reported its first 
coronavirus death of an Indian who 
had been in the intensive care unit. The 
virus has spread especially among 
Indians, with some 170 of them among 
the 479 cases announced by Kuwait. 

A number of opposition MPs 
meanwhile said they will reject a gov-
ernment-sponsored draft law allowing 
the government to borrow KD 20 bil-
lion over the next 10 years, partly to 
plug the budget deficit expected to 

Continued on Page 16 

By A Saleh 
 
KUWAIT: Education Minister Dr Saud Al-Harbi 
presided over the ministry’s undersecretaries’ council 
meeting Saturday morning to discuss a mechanism to 
implement the Cabinet’s decision approving the 
resumption of the current school year (2019-2020) in 

foreign schools through e-learning.  
According to the ministerial decision issued in this 

regard, foreign private schools will be allowed to 
resume the 2019-2020 academic year using online 
and e-learning platforms, which will be optional sub-
ject to parents’ approval, while parents who refuse 
will be allowed to have their children resume studies 
once schools reopen as planned by the ministry on 
August 4 to undergo a 5- to 6-week course after 
signing a special affidavit. 

In a bid to ensure effective control on schools, the 
ministry has prepared a special form for parents’ 
approval to have their children resume studies online, 
according to decision number 14550/2020 issued by 
the assistant undersecretary for private education 

Abdul Mohsen Al-Huwailah regulating the study plan, 
means of assessment and tuition fees. The decision 
commits foreign private schools to prepare special 
plans to resume the 2019-2020 academic year online 
with clearly a defined curriculum, schedule, interactive 
online student-teacher tools and timetables showing 
students’ daily and weekly tasks.  In addition, the 
decision includes the basic system schools will follow 
to ensure follow up and effective control of students’ 
performance and details the assessment tools applied 
in each school in accordance to its educational sys-
tem. Every school will also explain its 2020-2021 aca-
demic year schedule and timings, taking into consid-
eration that the new academic year starts at a date 

Continued on Page 16 

MoE: E-learning  
optional, classes  
to resume in Aug

By Nawara Fattahova 
 
KUWAIT: As part of the 
government’s precaution-
ary measures to limit the 
spread of the coronavirus, 
wedding ceremonies have 
been banned at all ball-
rooms and even in private 
places. Yet it seems that 
this crisis hasn’t stopped 
some people from getting 
married, especially as the 
justice ministry’s documentation department is 
still operating partially. According to a state-
ment published by the head of the documenta-
tion department, around 10 marriages are reg-
istered daily. No divorces have been registered 
as that section is not operating currently.   

Dr Dawood Binessa, a Kuwaiti malaach 
(someone who officiates a marriage), is against 
holding marriages presently. “I believe that 
marrying in this time is contradictory to what 
the government is demanding - to limit social 
gatherings. I wonder how people can control 
the number of invitees when holding these mar-
riages,” he told Kuwait Times.  

Continued on Page 16 

People are still  
getting married  
amid lockdown

NAJAF: Iraqi paramedics in full hazmat gear pray over the coffin of a 50-year-old victim of the COVID-19 
virus before her burial at a cemetery specifically opened for such deaths on April 3, 2020. — AFP 

Dawood Binessa

BAGHDAD: On an abandoned sidewalk in 
Baghdad, under strict government curfew to contain 
the novel coronavirus, a handful of volunteers with 
masks and gloves make food packages for needy 
families. “What we’re doing is a humanitarian duty 
towards society, and anyone who can afford it 

should do the same,” said Abu Hashim, an Iraqi 
businessman in his fifties packing non-perishable 
goods outside a lonely storefront in the Iraqi capi-
tal’s east. 

The health ministry says COVID-19 has killed 56 
Iraqis and infected more than 800 others. But many 
suspect the real numbers to be much higher, as only 
a few thousand people from a population of 40 mil-
lion have been tested. In a bid to stop the spread of 
the novel coronavirus pandemic, authorities have 
imposed a countrywide lockdown, ordering schools 
and most shops shut. While the government is still 
paying salaries and pensions to millions, Iraq’s  

Continued on Page 16 
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‘Second chance’ for undocumented Filipinos,
other nationals for amnesty on April 26-30 

Amnesty rejected for violators with outstanding dues, court cases

Yesterday I made lemon squares. I
rarely cook and never bake, but it was
after the curfew and I had a craving

for something lemony and tart. So I searched
online and found what seemed like a no-fail,
easy recipe. I collected the ingredients and
with the help of my eight-year-old daughter,
whipped up the eggs, sugar, lemon and but-
ter into a frothy, gooey yellow filling and
poured this over some crushed cookies in a
pan. In half an hour the entire house smelled
of fresh lemons and sugar, and when they
came out of the oven, all of us rushed to take
a bite. The lemon squares turned out less
than perfect. They were sweet and squishy,
not as tart as I’d hoped. But nonetheless
completely satisfying. 

This may seem odd, talking about lemon
squares in the middle of a global pandemic.
Such things seem unimportant and unworthy
of discussion even in normal times, much less
when people are dying en masse all over the
globe and we are all hiding in our homes, try-
ing to stay safe and flatten the spread of this
terrible virus. 

But I mention the lemon squares on pur-
pose. I spend anywhere from 8-10 hours on-
line daily. Just monitoring events in Kuwait
and around the globe and staying aware of
all the latest developments can be all-en-
grossing and all-encompassing. I’m guessing
many of you spend your days repeatedly
checking your phone, social media and your
favorite news sites to get the latest news.
Unfortunately, most of it is bad and likely to
get worse. 

We are living through a historical moment
of momentous import, a global pandemic that
has completely stopped modern civilization
in its tracks and left all of us shell-shocked
and reeling. Even as we continue with our
daily lives when and where we can, working
from home, e-learning for the kids, cooking,
cleaning or socializing via Zoom, life may go
on, but it definitely is not as before. We are
living in a strange, bizarro world, and this
strangeness, coupled with the daily grind of
grim facts and disheartening news from
around the globe, can take its toll. 

There is no escaping the reality of the
world we are faced with now...but we can
take a break every now and then, pretend
that it’s Saturday afternoon and the kids are
bored and “hey, let’s make dessert.” And
that’s why I made lemon squares. Nothing
huge, nothing expensive, nothing dramatic.
Just a few ingredients, some effort in the
kitchen with the kids, and a tasty dessert at
the end that equals a few moments of normal. 

Lemon squares

Pandemic Diaries

By Jamie Etheridge 

etheridge@kuwaittimes.com 

KUWAIT: Kuwait has so far recorded 556 cases in-
fected with the novel coronavirus (COVID-19), in ad-
dition to one death. With the exception of 17 cases in
intensive care, all infected cases are in stable condition
and are recovering in quarantined locations designated
by the government for this purpose, while 911 have
been discharged from quarantine after exhibiting no
symptoms during their 14-day quarantine period, the
Ministry of Health confirmed. Meanwhile, 99 people
have recovered completely after previously being in-
fected with the virus, the ministry said. There are 456
people receiving treatment and 2,474 quarantined as
of yesterday. Kuwait is taking measures to test Kuwaitis
coming from infected areas for potential infection, as it
has already tested thousands of people. Meanwhile,
Kuwait requires all expatriates who arrived from travel
on March 1 and beyond to visit Kuwait International
Fairground where the Ministry of Health has set up a
center at Hall 6 to test people for possible infection.

Curfew
Kuwait enforced a country-wide curfew from 5:00

pm to 4:00 am until further notice. Earlier, the govern-
ment decided to close all shopping malls, beauty salons
and barber shops as part of its measures to prevent the
spread of the coronavirus. The government also al-
lowed restaurants to host a maximum of five people at
a time and in case there are lines, the distance must be
at least one meter between people.

Operating businesses
The following activities are allowed to operate out-

side of the curfew period between 5:00 am and 4:00
pm: 

1- Various types of foodstuff and supplies stores and
markets.

2- Pharmacies.
3- Various types of restaurants.
4- Cooking gas branches.  
5- Co-ops’ family needs branches.
Meanwhile, the following industrial and craft activ-

ities, which are licensed by the Public Authority for In-
dustry (PAI), are allowed to open: 

1- Food.
2- Petrochemicals.
3- Gases.
4- Plastic.
5- Cardboard and paper. 

Precautions
All arrivals to Kuwait from all countries are to be

placed under compulsory institutional quarantine for
14 days, during which the person is monitored, and pre-
scribed health procedures are applied, the health min-
istry said. Kuwait halted all commercial flights until
further notice. Authorities also announced a public hol-
iday in the country from March 12 to April 9, with work
resuming on April 12, while entities providing vital serv-
ices will remain open. 

State departments have been on high alert to take
precautions against the potential spread of the virus.
The Ministry of Commerce and Industry has taken
measures to make sure that facial masks, hand sanitiz-
ers and other goods remain accessible to the public.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Education has suspended
classes for March at all public and private schools (for
both students and teaching staffs); first from March 1
to March 12, and later extended it until March 29, be-
fore eventually suspending schools until August for
grade 12 and October for other stages. Kuwait sus-
pended issuing entry permits and visas unless those is-
sued through diplomatic missions. 

Hotlines
- The Ministry of Health has set the following hot-

lines to receive inquiries about the coronavirus 24/7:
24970967 - 96049698 - 99048619.

- The Education Ministry set the following hotlines
to receive inquiries on school closures related to the
anti-coronavirus measures:

- 24970967 (24/7 hotline)
- 51575591 (Capital Educational Zone)
- 51576117 (Hawally Educational Zone)
- 51576576 (Farwaniya Educational Zone)
- 51577055 (Jahra Educational Zone)
- 51577655 (Ahmadi Educational Zone)
- 51577951 (Mubarak Al-Kabeer Educational Zone)
- 51578171 (Religious Studies Department)
- 51588599 (Private Education Department)
- 51592515 (Services Department)
- 51594544 (Public Relations Department)

Medicine delivery
Kuwait’s Ministry of Health (MOH) launched a new

medicine delivery service for people in Kuwait, which
they can use to order medications to be delivered dur-

ing curfew hours. The medications will be delivered
within 72 hours after the order is submitted. To place
an order, patients should send a WhatsApp to the num-
bers for the hospitals and medical centers as listed
below. The patient should include their name, Civil ID
number, hospital or clinic file number, mobile phone
number and the medicine needed to the following num-
bers:

- Amiri Hospital: 50880699
- Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital: 50880755
- Farwaniya Hospital: 50880852
- Adan Hospital: 50880908
- Jahra Hospital: 50881066
- Sabah Hospital: 97632660
- Jaber Hospital: 96992079
- Ibn Sina Hospital: 99613948
- Chest Hospital: 99258749
- Razi Hospital: 97633487
- Kuwait Cancer Control Center: 96735242
- Psychiatric Hospital: 97350113
- Physiotherapy Hospital: 99824037
- Maternity Hospital: 98559531
- As’ad Al-Hamad Dermatology Center: 98514508
- Zain Hospital: 97552031
- NBK Hospital: 96931761
- Al-Rashed Allergy Hospital: 94162470
- Infectious Diseases Hospital: 96989164
- Palliative Care Hospital: 94024786
- Sabah Al-Ahmad Urology Center: 90952469
- KFH Addiction Treatment Center: 94169363

Coronavirus in Kuwait: What we know so far

KUWAIT: A long line of Filipino amnesty applicants wait outside a school turned into a center to receive
residency violators.—Photo by Ben Garcia Staying at home longer than usual caused

me to have daydreams and night dreams,
and between them a nightmare or two. I

thank Allah Almighty for giving me the bounty of
being optimistic even in the darkest of times, and
always the end comes as I longed for or close to
that. As I said in an earlier article, I resorted to
reading books I had for a long time but did not
have the chance to open them, and now the
chance has arrived.

One of the books is titled ‘Why do I say these
things?’ by Jonathan Ross, which I bought at
Queen Alia Airport in Jordan on July 19, 2009 (it
is a habit of mine to write the date on any book
when I purchase it). I mentioned the book not to
get into it, but to borrow its title! Why do I say
“stay at home”, in agreement with the commu-
nity of healthcare professionals? Staying at
home has started to keep COVID-19 infections
to a minimum, which is very important, but there
are many more things one may benefit from.

I remember when we went to Cancun, Mexico
for vacation some time ago, and got stuck be-
cause one airline went bankrupt and thousands
of tourists could not return home. Hotel rooms
were scarce, but luck struck, as the agency we
dealt with was a wise one, and booked us in a
newly-constructed five-star hotel there, a vindi-
cation for me as all my friends and their families
were frustrated and angry as I kept telling them
to take heart and stay calm, because good things
will come at the end.

That is why I say now that no matter how long
this adverse situation will take, it will end, and it
will end leaving behind lessons to learn and pre-
pare better, as the biggest surprise of all things
was that the developed world was the worst hit
by the pandemic - very strange! They are sup-
posed to be the kings of technology, industry,
medical development and crisis management, or
are they? They found they were short on life
“sustaining” equipment, such as a simple mask
or ventilator! Sad, really sad.

We must follow intellect and not emotion, like
when we saw top officials speaking about the
discovery of a potential cure for the disease, only
to retract their words and damping the hopes of
millions, making matters worse in the process.

Let us all be realistic at all times and behave
with logic and common sense, and not only fol-
low government instructions with their dos and
don’ts - we must be proactive in our homes,
buildings, neighborhoods and workplaces. Our
behavior in front of others will lead them to do
the same, at least towards us, until it becomes a
habit they follow, which is something good for all.
We are now at the top of the hill with this pan-
demic, and all that is left is to climb it down grad-
ually and safely. May God bless you all!

“We all have dreams. But in order to make
dreams come into reality, it takes an awful lot of
determination, dedication, self-discipline and ef-
fort.” — Jesse Owens

Staying home
is a blessing

By Abdellatif Sharaa

local@kuwaittimes.com

IN MY VIEW

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: As the grace period for Filipino amnesty
applicants concluded yesterday, they still have a ‘sec-
ond chance’ in the last five days of the month-long
amnesty period granted by the Kuwaiti government
to all nationalities in April. As of Saturday, the number
of amnesty takers according to the interior ministry
stands at 1,400, apart from the Saturday count, which
was 482 (444 females and 38 males).  

Philippine Embassy Welfare Officer Attorney
Llewelyn Perez said applications of a number of un-
documented Filipinos were rejected at the amnesty
processing sites for various reasons.  “Unfortunately,
some Filipinos were rejected, including those who
have outstanding dues owed to local banks, individ-
uals and telcos. They are not permitted to leave.
Those with outstanding cases in the court are also
being rejected,” she said. 

Overall, according to Perez, the five-day amnesty
period given to undocumented Filipinos went
smoothly and peacefully. “The Philippine Embassy
and all Filipinos in Kuwait would like to thank the
Kuwaiti government for their generosity. We are
grateful to all who assisted us. The Kuwaiti authorities
helped and dedicated their time to make the process
run smoothly. Filipinos also demonstrated discipline
and we thank them as well for their utmost coopera-
tion despite the danger, God forbid, of the coron-

avirus. Thank you Kuwait for this,” she said.
Bella, not her real name, is an amnesty applicant

who was turned down when she went yesterday at
the venue. “I came here at the advice of my friend.
Since I have two kids in the Philippines, I want to be
with them during this pandemic. I have a KD 2,500
loan at the bank - I’ve not paid a single dinar yet. In
fact it was not my loan - I only acted as a guarantor
for my colleague. Now I have a travel ban and cannot
get an iqama because of that. I wanted to take advan-
tage of this amnesty, but I was rejected,” a sobbing
Bella told Kuwait Times. She went there with her lug-
gage as advised by the embassy and was waiting for
her friend to pick her up again. 

Several Filipino males who couldn’t avail of the
amnesty were stranded at the gate of the center. “I
have a UAE residency visa, since I work there. Since
there are no flights to Dubai, I tried this amnesty
route, but I wasn’t accepted. My Kuwait visit visa ex-
pired two weeks ago,” said Jerry, who was at the gate
waiting for private transport.  

Residency violators in Kuwait have been granted
a 30-day period to leave Kuwait without paying fines
or airfare from April 1-30. Violators are received from
8 am till 2 pm according to the following dates and
nationalities: Philippines (April 1-5, 2020), Egypt
(April 6-10), India (April 11-15), Bangladesh (April 16-
20), Sri Lanka (April 21-25), other nationalities (April
26-30, 2020).

KUWAIT: Italian Foreign Minister Luigi Di Maio on
Saturday expressed gratitude for the State of
Kuwait’s tangible support for the nation in combat-
ing the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). The Italian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs said in a statement that
minister Di Maio expressed the appreciation for the
Kuwaiti aid during a telephone call with Kuwaiti
Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mo-
hammad Al-Sabah, conducted earlier on Saturday.

Minister Maio said on his official Twitter account
that he was informed by Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser
during the call about allocating a fund, part of the
“grand donation” to the World Health Organization,
for Italy, concluding, “Thank you Kuwait.” He lauded
Kuwait’s donation of $60 million to the WHO as part
of efforts to fight the pandemic that has mush-
roomed all over the continents. The Kuwaiti foreign
minister had received a phone call from his counter-
part in the friendly Republic of Italy, discussing lat-

est conditions resulting from spread of the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19). Moreover, the two minis-
ters pondered means of boosting mutual coopera-
tion in facing repercussions and ways of containing
the pandemic. 

Sheikh Dr Ahmad Al-Sabah also received a
phone call on Saturday from Josep Borrel, High Rep-
resentative of the European Union for Foreign and
Security Affairs, discussing current developments
related to spread of the novel coronavirus. The
phone talks dealt with mutual cooperation for facing
fallouts and repercussions of the coronavirus. Min-
ister Sheikh Dr Ahmad renewed the State of
Kuwait’s stance that calls for coordinated interna-
tional efforts to face the pandemic.

Meanwhile, Sheikh Dr Ahmad Al-Sabah chaired
on Saturday the sixth meeting of the team tasked
with arranging return of Kuwaiti nationals who have
remained abroad amid the current and ongoing
coronavirus crisis. The session, held at headquarters
of the Cabinet Secretariat General at Seif Palace,
was attended by Chairperson of Kuwait Red Society
(KRCS) Dr Hilal Al-Sayer and his peer of Kuwait
Airways, Yousef Al-Jassem. Participants in the meet-
ing tackled means of completing urgent measures
for dealing with priorities of facing repercussions of
the virus crisis and followed up on coordination with
concerned authorities.—KUNA

Italian FM thanks
Kuwait for helping
against coronavirus
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Zain supplies Al-Zour Quarantine Center with
telecom and networking digital infrastructure

In collaboration with Kuwait Integrated Petroleum Industries Company

Zain Kuwait’s Chief Enterprise Business Officer Hamad Al-Marzouq during a
tour at Al-Zour Quarantine Center

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital
service provider in Kuwait, announced
its collaboration with the Kuwait Inte-
grated Petroleum Industries Company
(KIPIC), a subsidiary of Kuwait Petro-
leum Corporation (KPC), to supply the
quarantine center project at Al-Zour
area - that is executed by KIPIC - with
a telecommunications and networking
digital infrastructure. The collaboration
came to support the country’s tremen-
dous efforts in these exceptional cir-
cumstances to fight the spread of the
novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19)
in Kuwait. 

Zain’s collaboration with KIPIC
came as part of its commitment to-
wards the nation during this crisis, ul-
timately reflecting the Kuwaiti private
sector’s role in shouldering the oil sec-
tor for the nation’s wellbeing. This is
especially true in such times of crisis,
where the Kuwaiti society’s strength
and unity are at their highest. 

Advanced solutions
Zain offered a wide range of ad-

vanced solutions and services as per
the highest international standards to
build an integrated digital infrastruc-
ture for telecommunications and net-
working at the Al-Zour Quarantine
Center project, which is fully executed
by KIPIC. This came with the aim of
allowing the quarantine’s residents to
benefit from wired and wireless tele-
phone services, as well as high speed
Internet services to communicate with
their families while they reside at the
center. In addition, the services will be
used by the Ministry of Health’s med-
ical and administrative staff while they
operate at the center to serve their
personal and professional needs. 

Under directives from the Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation (KPC), the
Kuwait Integrated Petroleum Indus-
tries Company (KIPIC) executes the
Al-Zour Quarantine Center project to
serve the needs of the Ministry of
Health (MoH) in regards to fighting the
spread of coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) in Kuwait. This initiative
comes as part of KIPIC’s social re-
sponsibility and commitment towards
the nation during this crisis. The center
features a capacity of up to 1,600
beds, and is equipped with all neces-
sary and vital facilities as per MoH’s
requirements, including check-up
rooms, recovery units, quarantine
units, clinics, a laboratory, a pharmacy,
and more. 

Al-Zour Quarantine Center features
nearly 850 rooms that were all sup-
plied with 5-star hotel facilities. The
center also features private accommo-
dation for the medical staff, doctors,

and nurses to prevent commuting to
and from the location and minimize
contact as much as possible. The ac-
commodation is also supplied with the
same hotel-class facilities of the quar-
antine’s rooms, and the entire project
will be handed over to MoH’s Preven-
tive Health Department very soon. 

Together as one
During his visit to the project site,

Zain Kuwait’s Chief Enterprise Busi-
ness Officer Hamad Al-Marzouq said:
“our collaboration with the Kuwait In-
tegrated Petroleum Industries Com-
pany (KIPIC) today is nothing but a
clear embodiment of the cherished
Kuwaiti identity that sees Kuwaitis get
together as one during times of crisis.
Such partnerships between the oil and
private sectors, especially during these
times, remind us as organizations and
individuals that we are all part of a sin-
gle family that puts their hands to-
gether to protect our home and our
people.”

Marzouq added: “I am very proud
of the great efforts exerted by Zain’s
team to make this partnership a suc-
cess, especially during such difficult
and exceptional circumstances. We
were very keen on offering the most
advanced essential telecom and net-
working services and solutions to
serve citizens who will reside in the
center, especially our students who
were completing their education
abroad and came back as part of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ evacuation
plan. We have listened carefully to the
requirements of the Ministry of Health
to cover all the technical and digital
needs of the medical and administra-
tive staff who will operate in the center.
We hope we meet everyone’s expec-
tations and offered an added value to
our serve our nation and protect the
health of our community.”

Deputy Chief Executive Officer of
Kuwait Integrated Petroleum Indus-
tries Company (KIPIC) Hatem Al-
Awadhi said: “we express our
heartfelt appreciation and gratitude
for this partnership with Zain to offer
telecom infrastructure and high-tech
services to meet the desired needs of
this project.” 

Zain spares no efforts to achieve
its comprehensive corporate sustain-
ability and social responsibly strat-
egy that closely focuses on
supporting the public sector and
shouldering public health initiatives.
The company strongly believes that
such partnerships help infuse a sense
of responsibility into members of the
society, and help support those who
are in need of help. 

KUWAIT: Zain Kuwait’s Chief Enterprise Business Officer Hamad Al-Marzouq with Zain and KIPIC teams at the project’s site.

Working
together to protect

our people

Zain Kuwait’s Chief Enterprise Business
Officer Hamad Al-Marzouq

Deputy Chief Executive Officer of
KIPIC Hatem Al-Awadhi
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KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry opened yesterday two
new locations in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh to receive residen-
cy violators wishing to avail an amnesty the Interior
Ministry announced this month. Visa violators of all
nationalities can register from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm on
weekdays at the following locations:

l For women: Roufayda Al-Aslameya School -
Block 4 - Street 200

l For men: Naeem bin Masod School - Block 4 -
Street 250

The two locations have been prepared according to
security and precautionary measures to protect peo-
ple’s safety, the Interior Ministry’s Public Relations and
Media Department said in a statement, noting that free
meals and drinks will be distributed to the violators.

Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Anas
Al-Saleh had issued an amnesty decision allowing res-
idency violators to leave the country between April 1
and April 30 without paying any fines or airfare with a
chance to return to Kuwait later. The amnesty was
issued in view of the circumstances the country is cur-
rently going through and as part of the precautionary
measures taken to fight the novel coronavirus
(COVID-19). Individuals desiring to procure valid res-
idencies in Kuwait and are willing to pay the fines
without being subjected to investigations will be
allowed to pay the fines and legalize their status if
they meet the required conditions. 

The ministry had earlier noted that special centers
in Farwaniya were allocated to accommodate violators
who finalize their papers pending departure, and these
sites will be provided with all living comforts and free
means of sustenance. Male violators are received at
Al-Muthanna primary school for boys, Farwaniya,
block 1, street 122, while female violators are received
at Farwaniya primary school for girls in Farwaniya,
block 1, street 76. Violators are received from 8 am till
2 pm according to the following dates and nationali-
ties: Philippines (April 1-5, 2020), Egypt (April 6-10),
India (April 11-15), Bangladesh (April 16-20), Sri Lanka
(April 21-25), other nationalities (April 26-30, 2020).

Interior Ministry opens two new
sites in Jleeb to receive violators

Charities spend
$9 million for
afflicted people
KUWAIT: Local charities spent KD 2.7 million ($9
million) as of Friday, the Ministry of Social Affairs
said, noting that this came within the framework of
the national campaign to collect money for the
needy and personnel working in the shadow of the
coronavirus crisis. The ‘Fazaat Al-Kuwait’ campaign,
involving 41 ministry-accredited societies and char-
ities, has raised KD 9.1 million ($30 million) con-
tributed by 198,227 donors, the ministry said in a
report released on Saturday. The contributions
included 150,217 meals for workers at state min-
istries, at quarantines and border exits. They also
covered 14,400 beneficiaries at 32 schools that have
been equipped and transformed into quarantines.
Some of the funds will be disbursed for aiding indi-
viduals and families afflicted with the coronavirus
crisis and workers who can no longer earn their
bread due to the extraordinary circumstances
caused by the pandemic. ‘Fazaa’ is an old Arabic
term where people scramble to aid each other in
crises, dangers and catastrophes. —KUNA
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Stimulus package offers KD 5 billion
in additional lending: KBA chief

Enabling local banks to help alleviate COVID-19 impacts
KUWAIT: Chairman of Kuwait Banking Association
(KBA) Adel Al-Majed said the stimulus package an-
nounced by the Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK) re-
cently makes KD 5 billion (nearly $16.5 billion)
available for additional lending from local banks. The
package includes easing the conditions previously set
by the CBK for financing the economic activities and
small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), thus en-
abling the local banks to help alleviate the impacts of
the novel coronavirus (COVID-19), he said in an in-
terview on Saturday. “It will enable the banks to ex-
ercise their vital role in the economic growth through
financing the businesses and clients who are in need
of liquidity to continue their activities and avert long-
term problems due to the current challenging condi-
tions,” Majed pointed out.

He noted that the local banks constantly coordi-
nate with the CBK the steps to mitigate the impacts
of COVID-19, revive the national economy and max-
imize benefit from the stimulus package. “The pro-
tective policies, being implemented by the CBK since
the global financial crisis of 2008, led to building a
strong capital basis and substantial accumulative re-
serves. Now, it is time to make use of these reserves,”
he said, noting that the global crisis posed by coron-
avirus is worse than the financial meltdown.

On a similar note, head of the financial and eco-
nomic committee of the National Assembly MP Safa
Al-Hashem said the stimulus package would help
allay the concerns and burdens of businesspeople
particularly in the SMEs. The senior lawmaker com-
mended as timely and dynamic the response of the
decision-makers to the crisis. She noted that the stim-
ulus package would ease the supervisory restrictions
on the local banks, thus enabling the private sector to
retain the national workforce and continue the eco-
nomic activities. Announcing the package on Thurs-

day, CBK Governor Dr Mohammad Al-Hashel said it
would help minimize the risks posed to the private
sector by COVID-19. Hashel said the package would
reduce requirements for banks to provide financing
for SMEs from 75 percent to 25 percent. He added
that it is also intended to boost the maximum lending
limit and increase the maximum financing for resi-
dential real estate developments to the value of the

property or the cost of development. The package
will support vital economic sectors and SMEs in
their efforts to overcome the challenges of coron-
avirus pandemic, Hashel said, affirming that the
Kuwaiti banking system enjoys a strong position. He
added that the CBK would closely monitor banks to
ensure meeting the targets of package and serving
the interests of the national economy. — KUNA 

The world is almost under lockdown for
weeks now, thanks to the deadly coro-
navirus. Amid all of this, there are lots

to learn and explore as the deadly virus
wreaks havoc. People are beginning to see
each other as one. COVID-19 is now making
us stay at home and live a simple life. The
world leaders (all of a sudden) are calling for
unity - no more wars and violence. 

Surprisingly, Taleban fighters in
Afghanistan have seen the need to spare med-
ical practitioners in a bid to fight COVID-19.
Petrified by the epidemic, the Taleban leaders
have pledged their readiness to work with
medical practitioners instead of killing them as
they normally did in the past. “The Islamic
Emirate via its Health Commission assures all
international health organizations and WHO of
its readiness to cooperate and coordinate with
them in combating the coronavirus,” said
Suhail Shaheen, the Taleban’s spokesman, on
Twitter. 

As if that is not enough, people are begin-
ning to see the need to avoid unnecessary
handshake, hugs, and pecks on the cheek. We
now try a direct gaze, or maybe a hand ges-
ture instead of a handshake while greeting.
Across the globe, people are changing their
habits at home, work places and in places of
worship to reduce the risk of contracting the
deadly virus. Here is a look at some of the
changes in behavior due to the coronavirus,
which has killed more than 70,000 worldwide.

Spitting and coughing
Across Kuwait, one can notice a sudden

change of behavior. Before the coronavirus
pandemic (from the edges of the elevator to
that of the public buses), one will always be
greeted with a disgusting red-like salivary
substances carefully deposited at one corner
by paan and guthka eaters. These edges of the
elevators and buildings are no longer soiled as
they used to be before. Spitting is among the
multitude of irritating anti-social behavior wit-
nessed on a daily basis. Among other eti-
quettes, people have seen the need cover their
mouths and noses with a tissue when they
cough or sneeze.

Handshake and hugging
Authorities and medical experts have ad-

vised people not to shake hands or hug each
other as a sign of greeting. COVID-19 has
triggered various social media campaigns
against kissing on the cheek, handshakes and
hugging. Our normal way of greeting has been
replaced with just a smile, bump fists and
elbow bump - in a bid to curb the raging virus.
UAE, as well as Qatar, have advised citizens to
stop the traditional ‘nose to nose’ greeting.
The UAE also urged people to wave instead
of kissing - or a handshake.

Hand washing, lockdown
In recent times, regular and thorough

washing of the hands with soap and alcohol-
based hand rub have become critical in the
fight against the novel coronavirus disease. As
the pandemic continues to spread, we are all
reminded on the importance of hand washing
as a key preventive measure against the
COVID-19. Hand washing with soap is one of
the cheapest, most effective things you can do
to protect yourself and others against coron-
avirus, as well as many other infectious dis-
eases. In any way you look at it, the deadly
virus has actually changed our lives - both in
a good and a bad way. The lockdown and ‘so-
cial distancing’ measures are bringing families
closer than before.

Coronavirus
changes habits

By Chidi Emmanuel

local@kuwaittimes.com

IN MY VIEW

The Central Bank of Kuwait.

KUWAIT: Ooredoo Kuwait; the first to launch innovative
digital services in Kuwait gifted all patients under health
quarantine and the staff treating them at Aqua Marine
Resort, Sea Shell Resort, and Khalifa Resort. This in-
cludes staff from the Ministry of Health, Council of Min-
isters, and Kuwait Red Crescent Society. This initiative
stems from the company’s Corporate Social Responsi-
bility and a continuation of its efforts during the COVID-
19 situation and its commitment to supporting the
Government and its entities.

Commenting on this initiative, Chief Business Offi-
cer at Ooredoo Kuwait Abdulaziz Al-Babtain stressed
Ooredoo Kuwait’s commitment and full support of the
government during these times. Babtain recognized
the great efforts made by the medical staff and the
Minister of Health; Sheikh Basel Al-Sabah and wished
all the patients a quick recovery and to keep Kuwait
safe from harm. 

Senior Director of Corporate Communications Mijbil
Al-Ayoub noted that this initiative is in alignment with
the Company’s Corporate Social Responsibility strategy
to support the society at all times throughout the year,

and across all sectors. This has been Ooredoo Kuwait’s
strategy since day one, and the company is committed
to provide society and the nation with all the support
needed under any circumstances. 

It is worth mentioning that Ooredoo Kuwait has reaf-
firmed its full support of the Government and its entities
in light of the Coronavirus outbreak in the country and
to ensure that customers are staying home as per Gov-
ernment directives. The company reaffirmed its support
by collaborating with the Information Technology Reg-
ulatory Authority (CITRA) by providing customers with
free 5GB internet and free calls for one month. Ooredoo
Kuwait also gifted all mothers under health quarantine
and the medical staff treating them at Sheikh Jaber Hos-
pital on the occasion of Mother’s Day. At the beginning
of the outbreak, the company gifted its customers in
Ministries and Governmental Organizations which in-
clude the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Interior, Civil
Defense, Kuwait Police, Kuwait Airways and the Direc-
torate General of Civil Aviation free internet valid
throughout the month of March in appreciation for their
great efforts during the novel coronavirus (COVID-19)

situation in the country. 
Ooredoo Kuwait also launched its ‘Be Safe. Be Home.

Be Online’ campaign, featuring an array of digital offers
and services designed to support customers and to en-
sure they are well connected and informed during the
Coronavirus outbreak in the country. The digital offers
and services provided by Ooredoo Kuwait include sub-
scription to any Ooredoo Surprise offer on My Oore-
doo App, enjoying the best music, series, movies, and
games, recharging online, joining ANA and free SIM
delivery to customers’ doorsteps, and amazing benefits
from Shamel. Customers can also view Ooredoo’s serv-
ices as well as exclusive offers and their subscription
data online through the MyOoredoo application and the
Company website Ooredoo.com.kw in addition to con-
tacting our call center through 121 around the clock for
all enquiries and services. Ooredoo Kuwait reaffirms its
keenness to adhere to all instructions issued by the of-
ficial authorities in Kuwait related to the current situa-
tion, confirming its cooperation and its complete
readiness to implement the procedures followed in this
regard during the coming period. 

Ooredoo Kuwait distributes gifts at quarantine centers 

KUWAIT: Ooredoo and Kuwait Red Crescent Society members in a group photo.



French virus toll
hits new high 
PARIS: The total number of deaths from
the coronavirus in France reached a new
high on Saturday as the government in-
cluded more previously unreported deaths
in nursing homes. The health ministry re-
ported 441 new deaths from COVID-19 in
the country’s hospitals on Saturday - less
than the high of 588 reported on Friday -
for a total hospital death tally of 5,532. For
the third day in a row, the ministry also re-
ported the cumulative tally of deaths in
nursing homes since the start of the epi-
demic in early March, which were previ-
ously unreported.

This added another 2,028 deaths to the
national tally for a total death toll of 7,560,
an increase of 1,053 on the cumulative fig-
ure reported on Friday. Previously unre-
ported, nursing home deaths now make up
nearly a third of total coronavirus deaths.
“This pandemic is totally unprecedented. It
is imperative that people respect confine-
ment, now is not the time to ease up,” health
ministry director Jerome Salomon said at a
daily briefing. Salomon said that confirmed
coronavirus infections in hospitals rose by
another 4,267 cases to 68,605 - up 7% but
slower than Friday’s 9%.

But he also said that the number of “con-
firmed or possible” cases in nursing homes
rose by 20% to 21,348. Salomon did not
give a breakdown between confirmed and
possible cases. Adding hospital and nursing
home cases, France has a total of 89,953
confirmed or suspected cases. Epidemiolo-

gists say the case count is hard to compare
to other countries as some have more ex-
tensive testing policies than France. Sa-
lomon said 28,143 people were in hospital
with COVID-19 infection. That number
showed a net 711 more admissions com-
pared with the previous day after 2,111 peo-
ple were discharged.

A total of 6,838 serious coronavirus
cases were in intensive care units, he said.
In the past 24 hours, 502 new cases were
admitted to intensive care - an increase of
3% - compared with 641 the previous day
and 729 on Thursday. “This slowdown of
the increase is good news but we want a
decrease. We still have more patients

coming into ICUs every day which means
more pressure,” he said. Italy on Saturday
reported that the number of patients in in-
tensive care fell for the first time.

Pressure was easing on the need to find
new space in intensive case, Salomon said.
This trend was due to more people leav-
ing, and was an important indicator of
how hospitals were coping and using
available resources. “The number of peo-
ple who have recovered is also increasing
rapidly, because we have 15,438 people
who have come out of hospital cured, and
thousands of others who stayed confined
at home and have also recovered,” Sa-
lomon said. — Reuters

LONDON: A conspiracy theory that links 5G mobile
telecommunications masts to the spread of the novel
coronavirus is dangerous fake news and completely
false, Britain said on Saturday after masts in several
parts of the country were torched. When asked by a
reporter about the so called “theory” that 5G
telecommunications masts could play a role in the
spread of the disease, British Cabinet Officer Minister
Michael Gove said: “That is just nonsense, dangerous
nonsense as well.” 

Mobile phone masts have in recent days been van-
dalized and telecoms staff abused in Birmingham in
central England and Merseyside in northern England,
damaging connectivity at a time when people are re-
lying on it more than ever. An arson attack at a tower
in Birmingham owned by BT, Britain’s biggest telecoms
company, caused significant damage. It provided 2G,
3G and 4G services to thousands of people, but did not
have 5G capability, the company said. 

NHS England’s national medical director, Stephen
Powis, said the 5G conspiracy idea was fake news with
no scientific backing that risked damaging the emer-
gency response to the outbreak. “The 5G story is com-
plete and utter rubbish, it’s nonsense, it’s the worst kind
of fake news,” Powis said. “The reality is that the mobile
phone networks are absolutely critical to all of us.”

“Those are also the phone networks that are used
by our emergency services and our health workers and
I’m absolutely outraged, absolutely disgusted that
people would be taking action against the very infra-
structure that we need to respond to this health emer-

gency,” Powis said. A lobby group for the United King-
dom’s mobile operators - including EE, O2, Vodafone
and Three - said it was aware of the false rumors link-
ing 5G to the outbreak, and that telecoms staff had
been threatened.

Vodafone, the world’s second largest mobile oper-
ator, said the attacks were now a matter of national se-
curity. “It beggars belief that
some people should want to
harm the very networks that
are providing essential con-
nectivity to the emergency
services, the NHS, and rest
of the country during this
difficult lockdown period,”
UK boss Nick Jeffery said.
He described his engineers
as heroes and urged people
not to spread the “utterly
baseless” stories online. 

UK death toll rises 
High fatalities from the coronavirus will continue in

the United Kingdom for at least another week or two
even if people comply with stringent isolation meas-
ures, health authorities said on Saturday as the coun-
try’s death toll jumped to 4,313. The toll went up by 708
in 24 hours, the highest daily rise so far in Britain. A 5-
year-old child with an underlying health problem was
among the dead, along with at least 40 who had no
known previous known conditions. “With great sad-

ness the number of deaths continues to be high,”
Stephen Powis, the national medical director of the
English health service, said at a Downing Street news
conference.

“Unfortunately that is likely to continue over the
next week or two until we get on top and stop this
virus,” Powis said. The government has put Britain into

a widespread shutdown,
closing pubs, restaurants
and nearly all shops, while
ordering people to stay
home unless it is absolutely
essential to venture out.
Cabinet Office minister
Michael Gove repeatedly
declined to say when the
lockdown could be lifted
but said it would depend on
whether people adhered to
the stringent rules.

The lockdown began nearly two weeks ago, with a
pledge to review the measures after three weeks. “If
we relax our adherence to the rules we increase the
risk for others,” he said, offering his condolences to the
family of the 5-year-old. Britain initially took a re-
strained approach on tactics to curb the spread but
Prime Minister Boris Johnson changed tack and im-
posed stringent social-distancing measures after mod-
eling showed a quarter of a million people in the
country could die.

Johnson has himself been in self-isolation after test-

ing positive for the novel coronavirus. His pregnant fi-
ancee, Carrie Symonds, said on Twitter she had spent
the past week in bed with symptoms but was now feel-
ing better. “I’ve spent the past week in bed with the
main symptoms of Coronavirus. I haven’t needed to be
tested and, after seven days of rest, I feel stronger and
I’m on the mend,” Symonds said.

Length of lockdown
Countries around the world are grappling with tens

of thousands of coronavirus deaths and more than a
million cases. But the massive efforts to contain the
spread have virtually stalled the economy and some
have started to question if a global depression will cost
more lives in the long run. British health officials have
said the peak of the deaths could come on Easter Sun-
day, April 12, and Powis told a news conference that
new cases had stabilized in recent days.

Hospital admissions also plateaued in London, the
epicenter of the British outbreak, while increasing in
the Midlands and the north west of England. As of
0800 GMT on Saturday, some 41,903 people had
tested positive out of a total of 183,190 people tested.
Neil Ferguson, a government adviser and professor of
mathematical biology at Imperial College London, said
the lockdown was unlikely to be lifted until the end of
May. “We want to move to a situation where at least
by the end of May we’re able to substitute some less
intensive measures, more based on technology and
testing, for the complete lockdown we have now,” he
told BBC Radio. — Agencies 

International
‘There’s going to be 
a lot of death’, 
Trump warns Death at home: The unseen toll of Italy coronavirus crisis
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LONDON: People take their daily exercise in Greenwich Park in south London as life continues in the city during the novel coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic. —AFP 

5G conspiracy: Dangerous fake nonsense
UK coronavirus death rate to stay high 

ORLY: Medical staff load a patient infected with novel coronavirus, Covid-19, into a mil-
itary A400M plane for transportation from Orly airport, south of the capital, to a hospital
outside of the Paris region. — AFP 

Masts attacked 
in British 

regions

Virus reveals, 
exacerbates 
US inequality 
WASHINGTON: Just three weeks ago,
Miguel Rodriguez was enjoying a pleas-
ant life, working as a waiter in a Mary-
land restaurant in a job he held for 20
years. The American economy was going
strong and he had a comfortable living
situation. Everything changed overnight
when La Ferme, a French restaurant in
the upscale Chevy Chase suburb of
Washington, was forced to close amid
statewide shutdowns to try to contain
the coronavirus outbreak.

His wife, a waitress at another restau-
rant, also lost her job. The pandemic in-
stantly threw millions of US workers off
the payroll and into poverty, in a crisis that
is revealing and further exacerbating in-
equalities in the world’s largest economy.
Low-income and middle-class house-
holds will be the first and hardest hit, and
they have little in the way of savings.

“This is an extraordinary blow to mil-
lions of Americans who had barely re-
covered from the 2008 financial crisis,”
said Edward Alden, an expert at the
Council on Foreign Relations. Real
wages took eight years to recover after
the crisis, and had only accelerated for
lower-paid workers in the past two
years, he said. Wages in 2019 rose at the
fastest rate in 20 years partly thanks to
some states increasing the minimum

wage. “This crisis, with the huge increase
it is bringing in unemployment, will erase
those gains,” Alden said.

A decade of employment gains came
to an abrupt halt in March, as the econ-
omy jettisoned 701,000 jobs and the un-
employment rate posted the biggest
increase in 45 years, rising to 4.4 per-
cent. President Donald Trump, who is
running for re-election in November,
regularly touts the record low unem-
ployment among Hispanics and blacks.
But the jobless rate for both groups
surged last month. Even during years of
economic growth, inequalities have con-
tinued to widen between wealthiest
Americans - who accumulated substan-
tial gains on Wall Street - and the bottom
90 percent.

The COVID-19 pandemic has pushed
the global economy into recession and
the downturn “will exacerbate inequal-
ity,” said Gregory Daco, chief economist
at Oxford Economics. Nearly 10 million
workers filed for unemployment insur-
ance in the final two weeks of March,
and those “sudden job losses are con-
centrated in the low-income service sec-
tors” in a country with few social safety
nets and an extremely low savings rate
of around eight percent.

Rodriguez, 55, is saddened to have to
rely on unemployment benefits for the
first time since arriving in the United
States in 1983 from El Salvador. And he
worries payments, which do not take into
account tips, which make up the majority
of his earnings, will not be enough to pro-
vide for his three children. “I have some
savings now but I can survive for a cou-
ple of months,” Rodriguez said.  —AFP
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Single passenger 
flights: The daily 
woes of airlines
WASHINGTON: When Reuters photographer Carlos
Barria boarded American Airlines flight 4511 from
Washington Reagan National Airport to New Orleans
on Friday for an assignment, he was the only passen-
ger on the 76-seat jet. “There were some awkward
moments,” Barria said. 

Like when the gate agent announced a formal
boarding process only to remember that Barria was
the sole passenger who would board, or when the
pilot approached his seat to personally explain a
delay in take-off due to a mechanical issue, rather
than speak over the PA system. The two flight atten-
dants invited Barria to sit in a first-class seat and
went through the safety demonstration for Barria
alone. “I felt I had to pay attention,” he said.

Nearly vacant flights have become the norm for
US airlines, despite a drastic reduction in the number
of planes they put in the air each day as passenger
traffic has diminished in the midst of the new coron-
avirus gripping countries across the globe. American
Airlines Group Inc flew 119 flights out of Washington
Reagan National on Friday; eight of those departures
had only one passenger (including Barria’s) and many
had just a handful, an American official said. On the
same day last year, American operated 254 flights out
of the same airport.

“Pretty soon we’ll even run out of people to cancel
on US airlines,” American’s senior vice president of
network strategy Vasu Raja said. The US
Transportation Security Administration (TSA)
screened 129,763 travelers on Friday versus 2.48 mil-
lion on the same day a year ago, according to daily
data it is providing on its website. US airlines, who
say they are burning through cash every day, have
applied for government aid meant to help them meet
payroll and ensure they have trained staff available
once the health crisis subsides and demand recovers.

The US Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) on Saturday reported 277,205 cas-
es of the new coronavirus, an increase of 37,926 cas-
es from its previous count, and said the number of
deaths had risen by 1,150 to 6,593. Flight attendants
continue to do their jobs, despite some telling Reuters
that they fear contracting the virus and infecting at-
risk family at home. One of the flight attendants on
Barria’s flight said she would be flying from New
Orleans on to her hometown Miami, where she was
due to take her father for a cancer treatment after her
four-day trip rotation that included sleeping in hotels
every night.

“Our elected officials want us to continue to pro-
vide safe air travel through this crisis...we need to
continue flying as requested and serving those that
need to travel,” American Chief Executive Officer
Doug Parker said in a video message last week. In
an effort to protect passengers and crew, airlines
have scaled back beverage and snack services,
increased cabin cleaning procedures and allow flight
attendants to wear gloves, though they are not given
masks. By the end of Barria’s flight, he felt a cama-
raderie with the crew. “I was thanking them for what
they do and they were thanking me for what I do,”
he said. —Reuters

BEIRUT: The novel coronavirus has put global trade on
hold, placed half of the world population in confinement
and has the potential to topple governments and
reshape diplomatic relations. The United Nations has
appealed for ceasefires in all the major conflicts rock-
ing the planet, with its chief Antonio Guterres on Friday
warning “the worst is yet to come”. But it remains
unclear what the pandemic’s impact will be on the mul-
tiple wars roiling the Middle East. Here is an overview
of the impact so far on the conflicts in Syria, Yemen,
Libya and Iraq:

Syria
The COVID-19 outbreak turned into a pandemic

just as a ceasefire reached by the two main foreign
power brokers in Syria’s nine-year-old war-Russia
and Turkey-was taking
effect. The three million
people living in the cease-
fire zone, in the country’s
northwestern region of
Idlib, had little hope the
deal would hold. Yet fears
the coronavirus could
spread like wildfire across
the devastated country
appear to have given the
truce an extended lease of
life. According to the
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, the month of
March saw the lowest civilian death toll since the con-
flict started in 2011, with 103 deaths.

The ability of the multiple administrations in Syria-
the Damascus government, the autonomous Kurdish
administration in the northeast and the jihadist-led
alliance that runs Idlib-to manage the coronavirus
threat is key to their credibility. “This epidemic is a way
for Damascus to show that the Syrian state is efficient
and all territories should be returned under its gover-
nance,” analyst Fabrice Balanche said. However the
pandemic and the global mobilization it requires could
precipitate the departure of US-led troops from Syria
and neighboring Iraq. This in turn could create a vacu-
um in which the Islamic State jihadist group, still reeling

from the demise of its “caliphate” a year ago, could
seek to step up its attacks.

Yemen
The Yemeni government and the Houthi rebels ini-

tially responded positively to the UN appeal for a
ceasefire, as did neighboring Saudi Arabia, which leads
a military coalition in support of the government. That
rare glimmer of hope in the five-year-old conflict was
short-lived however and last week Saudi air defenses
intercepted ballistic missiles over Riyadh and a border
city fired by the Iran-backed rebels. The Saudi-led
coalition retaliated by striking Houthi targets in the
rebel-held capital Sanaa on Monday. Talks have
repeatedly faltered but the UN envoy Martin Griffiths
is holding daily consultations in a bid to clinch a nation-

wide ceasefire.
More flare-ups in Yemen

could compound a humani-
tarian crisis often described
as the worst in the world
and invite a coronavirus
outbreak of catastrophic
proportions. In a country
where the health infrastruc-
ture has collapsed, where
water is a rare commodity
and where 24 million peo-
ple require humanitarian

assistance, the population fears being wiped out if a
ceasefire doesn’t allow for adequate aid. “People will
end up dying on the streets, bodies will be rotting in
the open,” said Mohammed Omar, a taxi driver in the
Red Sea port city of Hodeida.

Libya
Much like Yemen, the main protagonists in the

Libyan conflict initially welcomed the UN ceasefire call
but swiftly resumed hostilities. Fierce fighting has
rocked the south of the capital Tripoli in recent days,
suggesting the risk of a major coronavirus outbreak is
not enough to make guns fall silent. Turkey has recently
played a key role in the conflict, throwing its weight
behind the UN-recognized Government of National

Accord. Fabrice Balanche predicted that accelerated
Western disengagement from Middle East conflicts
could limit Turkish support to the GNA.

That could eventually favor forces loyal to eastern-
based strongman Khalifa Haftar, who launched an
assault on Tripoli one year ago and has the backing of
Russia, Egypt and the United Arab Emirates. Western
countries have been hit hardest by the pandemic, which
could prompt them to divert both military resources
and peace-brokering capacity from foreign conflicts. A
report by the International Crisis Group said European
officials had reported that efforts to secure a ceasefire
in Libya were no longer receiving high-level attention
due to the pandemic.

Iraq
Iraq is no longer gripped by fully-fledged conflict but

it remains vulnerable to an IS resurgence in some regions
and its two main foreign backers are at each other’s
throats. Iran and the United States are two of the coun-
tries most affected by the coronavirus but there has been
no sign of any let-up in their battle for influence that has
largely played out on Iraqi soil. With most non-US troops
in the coalition now gone and some bases evacuated,
American personnel are now regrouped in a handful of
locations in Iraq. Washington has deployed Patriot air
defense missiles, prompting fears of a fresh escalation
with Tehran, whose proxies it blames for a spate of rocket
attacks on bases housing US troops. —AFP

‘The worst is yet to come’ UN chief warns

What impact is coronavirus 
having on Mideast conflicts?

SANAA: A Yemeni barber cuts a customer’s beard while wearing a face mask and gloves amid the
COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic, in the Yemeni capital Sanaa. —AFP

‘He’s a total disgrace’: 
Trump defends firing 
US intel watchdog
WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump on Saturday
defended his decision to fire the top watchdog of the
US Intelligence Community, saying Michael Atkinson
did “a terrible job” in handling the whistleblower com-
plaint that triggered an impeachment probe of Trump
last year. “He took a fake report, and he brought it to
Congress,” Trump said during a briefing on the novel
coronavirus pandemic.

Late on Friday, the White House told Atkinson,
the Intelligence Community’s inspector general, that
he would be terminated from his position in 30 days.
He was a key figure in the run-up to impeachment,
having found credible a complaint from a stil l-
unnamed whistleblower within the administration
that Trump abused his office in attempting to solicit
Ukraine’s interference in the 2020 US election for
his political benefit.

The president complained that after receiving the
complaint, Atkinson did not come and speak to him
about it at the White House. “He’s a total disgrace,”
Trump said. Trump inveighed against the whistleblow-
er as well, calling him “fake” and politically biased.
“Frankly, somebody ought to sue his ass off,” he said.
Atkinson’s firing prompted concerns among some
Congressional Republicans and criticism from
Democrats.

US Senator Richard Burr, who chairs the Senate
Intelligence Committee, praised Atkinson, while noting
Trump has the authority to fire him. “Like any political
appointee, the inspector general serves at the behest

of the Executive,” Burr, a Republican from North
Carolina, said in a statement on Saturday. “However, in
order to be effective, the IG must be allowed to con-
duct his or her work independent of internal or exter-
nal pressure.”

US Senator Charles Grassley, chairman of the Senate
Finance Committee, demanded a better explanation for
Atkinson’s firing. “Congress has been crystal clear that
written reasons must be given when IGs are removed for
a lack of confidence,” he said. “More details are needed
from the administration.” Trump is trying to scare the
watchdog community, Adam Schiff, a California
Democrat and chairman of the House Intelligence
Committee told MSNBC Saturday morning.

“He’s decapitating the leadership of the intelligence
community in the middle of a national crisis,” he said.
“It’s unconscionable, and of course it sends a message
throughout the federal government and particular to
other inspectors general.” Republican House
Representative Jim Jordan, a staunch Trump supporter,
mocked Schiff’s concern about Atkinson’s firing. “He
was Schiff’s key impeachment enabler,” Jordan wrote
on Twitter.

Atkinson’s firing comes as US inspectors general,
who are charged with independent oversight of federal
agencies, were recently tasked with broad surveillance
of the government’s response to the coronavirus,
including the historic $2.3 trillion fiscal package to
mitigate its economic impact. Democrats have
expressed concerns about how the fiscal package will
be doled out through the US Treasury, headed by
Steven Mnuchin. 

Michael Horowitz, chair of the Council of the
Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency
(CIGIE), an independent agency in the executive
branch and the inspector general at the Department of
Justice, defended Atkinson and vowed on Saturday to
continue to conduct “aggressive” independent over-

sight of government programs. “This includes CIGIE’s
Pandemic Response Accountability Committee and its
efforts on behalf of American taxpayers, families, busi-
nesses, patients, and health care providers to ensure
that over $2 trillion dollars in emergency federal
spending is being used consistently with the law’s
mandate,” Horowitz said in a statement.

In bringing the whistleblower complaint to
Congress, Atkinson expressed concerns that Trump
potentially exposed himself to “serious national securi-
ty and counter-intelligence risks” when he pressed
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy during a July
25 phone call to investigate Democratic presidential
hopeful Joe Biden and his son, according to a Justice
Department legal opinion. After contentious, partisan
hearings, the Democratic-led House of
Representatives voted to impeach Trump but the
Republican-led Senate acquitted him of the charges in
early February.  —Reuters

WASHINGTON: In this file photo, Michael Atkinson,
Inspector General of the Intelligence Community,
leaves a meeting in the US Capitol. US president
Donald has fired Inspector General of the Intelligence
Community Michael Atkinson. —AFP

Iran warns of virus 
surge; many ignore 
‘stay home’ rules
DUBAI: A senior Iranian health official said the
greater Tehran area may face a coronavirus resur-
gence after many residents flouted advisories to
stay home, crowding streets and causing traffic jams
across the city as the country’s New Year holidays
ended on Saturday. Iran - the Middle East country
worst-hit by the epidemic -said earlier on Saturday
that 158 more coronavirus patients had died in the
past 24 hours, bringing the total death toll to 3,452.
The total number of cases reached 55,743.

“We are still concerned about the virus, for
example with the level of traffic in Tehran today
and queues of cars stuck on freeways, because
these people can take the virus to their homes or
workplaces,” Deputy Health Minister Iraj Harirchi
said on state TV. “Even a medium level of virus
here can spread to nearby cities with the high level
of job-related traffic between nearby cities and
Tehran,” said Harirchi, who has himself been ill
with COVID-19.

“Dr Harirchi cautioned about a probable return
of coronavirus in case of negligence and said social
distancing measures were absolutely necessary,”
said the TV. The television showed stores that had
re-opened despite a closure order on non-essential
services and businesses. Only enterprises involved

in production have been allowed to re-open while
following anti-coronavirus precautions. Officials
have repeatedly complained that many Iranians
ignored appeals to stay at home and cancel travel
plans for the New Year holidays that began on
March 20.

Iranians traditionally travel to home provinces
and popular vacation spots and organize family
gatherings during the New Year holidays. Officials
initially urged people to cancel such plans due to the
coronavirus outbreak, and then imposed inter-city
travel bans on March 25. Earlier the judiciary said
most of some 70 inmates who escaped from a prison
in western Iran last month are now back in jail.
About 100,000 prisoners have been granted tempo-
rary release due to the coronavirus epidemic. Iranian
media have reported unrest in several prisons.

Criticism of US sanctions
In a rare comment in Britain’s Guardian newspa-

per, Tehran Mayor Pirouz Hanachi said US sanctions
were crippling Iran’s fight against the coronavirus.
“As a result (of sanctions), the ability of my col-
leagues and I to provide the health, logistical and
other essential infrastructure necessary to combat
the disease has been drastically reduced. We expe-
rience this loss every day, and it can be counted in
people that would not have died,” Hanachi said.

Separately, the foreign ministry accused US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo of “medical-ter-
rorism” through the sanctions, which have hit vital
sectors such as oil and banking. “Undisputed fact:
US ‘diplomats’ have long been in the business of
coups, arming terrorists,” ministry spokesman

Abbas Mousavi said on Twitter on Saturday. “But
@SecPompeo ... and his masters have taken the ‘job’
to a whole new level: #Medical_terrorism.”

Pompeo and other US officials have stressed
that humanitarian supplies are exempt from sanc-
tions Washington reimposed on Tehran after
President Donald Trump abandoned Iran’s 2015
multilateral deal to limit its nuclear program.
However, broader US sanctions deter many US and
global firms from humanitarian trade with Iran.
Meanwhile state media quoted President Hassan
Rouhani as saying that state support for business-
es hit by the coronavirus outbreak would be
restricted to enterprises that give assurances not
to lay off workers. —Reuters

TEHRAN: Iranian Firefighters disinfect streets in the
capital Tehran in a bid to halt the wild spread of coro-
navirus. —AFP

UN calls for 
ceasefires
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WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump told Amer-
icans to brace for a big spike in coronavirus fatalities
in the coming days, as the country faces what he called
the toughest two weeks of the pandemic. “There’s
going to be a lot of death,” Trump said at a briefing
with reporters. He pushed back on criticism that the
federal government has not done enough to get venti-
lators that many critically ill coronavirus patients need
to survive to the states, saying some governors are
asking for more machines than they will need.

“Fears of shortages have led to inflated requests,”
Trump said of submissions
his administration has re-
ceived to dole out equip-
ment from the strategic
national stockpile. The
United States has the
world’s highest number of
known cases of COVID-19,
the flu-like respiratory dis-
ease caused by the coron-
avirus. More than 306,000
people have tested positive
in the United States and
over 8,300 have died, according to a Reuters tally.

White House medical experts have forecast that be-
tween 100,000 to 240,000 Americans could be killed
in the pandemic, even if sweeping orders to stay home
are followed. “We are coming up to a time that is going
to be very horrendous,” Trump said at the White
House. “We probably have never seen anything like
these kind of numbers. Maybe during the war, during
a World War One or Two or something.”

‘Like a fire’
In the grimmest day yet for the US state hit hardest

by the pandemic, coronavirus-related illnesses killed
630 people in the last 24 hours in New York state,
Governor Andrew Cuomo said on Saturday. The dis-
ease has now killed 3,565 people in New York and the
situation is particularly worrying on Long Island, east

of New York City, where the number of cases “is like a
fire spreading,” Cuomo told a news conference.

Health experts calculate that New York, home both
to bustling Manhattan and hilly farm country stretching
to the Canadian border, might be around a week away
from the worst point in the health crisis which has killed
about 60,000 people worldwide. “We’re not yet at the
apex, we’re getting closer ... Our reading of the pro-
jections is we’re somewhere in the seven-day range,”
Cuomo said. “It’s only been 30 days since our first
case,” he said. “It feels like an entire lifetime.”

New York City alone ac-
counted for more than a
quarter of the US coron-
avirus deaths tallied by
Johns Hopkins University.
Hospitals and morgues in
the city are struggling to
treat the desperately ill and
bury the dead. Because of
the risk of infection, many
people with critically ill rel-
atives in New York City are
unable to see their loved

ones in their final hours. A resident at New York-Pres-
byterian hospital said he and his colleagues have made
several death notification phone calls every shift this
week. “There’s something sort of unquantifiably painful
about telling a family their loved one died without let-
ting them see them,” he said.

The emergency stockpile of medical equipment
maintained by the US government has nearly run out
of protective garb for doctors and nurses. Cuomo an-
nounced that the Chinese government facilitated a do-
nation of 1,000 ventilators that will arrive at JFK
airport on Saturday. “This is a big deal and it’s going
to make a significant difference for us,” Cuomo said.
The dispatch of the ventilators was a result of a con-
versation on March 27 between President Donald
Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping, a source fa-
miliar with the discussions said.

Staying home, finally
Almost all Americans are under orders from state

and local officials to stay home except for essential
outings such as grocery shopping or seeing a doctor.
Areas of the country such as Florida and Texas that
had been slow to lock down have started practicing
social distancing and sheltering at home. “We see
what’s going on in New York now, we see that people
are dying,” Rick Scott, a US senator from Florida, told
Fox News Channel.  

“People are beginning to understand that the best
way that we can slow the spread and actually avoid
death is by this stay-at-home standard, going out only

for essential services,” Texas governor Greg Abbott
told the channel. He was among the last governors to
issue a statewide order telling residents to avoid leav-
ing their home. There were still some hold-outs else-
where, though. Louisiana pastor Tony Spell said he
plans to hold three services at his 1,000-member Life
Tabernacle megachurch in a suburb of Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, on Palm Sunday this weekend, defying state
orders against assembling in large groups. “We’re de-
fying the rules because the commandment of God is to
spread the Gospel,” he said. Louisiana has become a
US hot spot for the virus, on Saturday reporting a jump
in deaths to 409. — Reuters

‘There’s going to be a lot of 
death’, US president warns 

Coronavirus-related illnesses killed 630 in New York 

NEW YORK: Bodies are moved to a refrigerator truck serving as a temporary morgue outside of Wyckoff
Hospital in the Borough of Brooklyn in New York. — AFP 

Death at home: The 
unseen toll of Italy 
coronavirus crisis
MILAN: It took Silvia Bertuletti 11 days of frantic
phone calls to persuade a doctor to visit her 78-
year-old father Alessandro, who was gripped by
fever and struggling for breath. When an on-call
physician did go to her house near Bergamo, at the
epicenter of the coronavirus outbreak in northern
Italy, on the evening of March 18, it was too late.
Alessandro Bertuletti was pronounced dead at 1:10
a.m. on March 19, 10 minutes before an ambulance
called hours earlier arrived. The only medication he
had been prescribed, over the phone, was a mild
painkiller and a broad-spectrum antibiotic.

“My father was left to die alone, at home, without
help,” Bertuletti, 48, said. “We were simply aban-
doned. No one deserves an end like that.” Interviews
with families, doctors and nurses in Italy’s stricken
Lombardy region indicate that Bertuletti’s experi-
ence is not uncommon, that scores are dying at home
as symptoms go unchecked and that phone consul-
tations are not always enough.

In Bergamo province alone, according to a recent
study of death records, the real death toll from the
outbreak could be more than double the official tally
of 2,060, which only tracks hospital fatalities. As the
global fight to save lives centers on boosting the sup-
ply of hospital ventilators, some doctors say a lack
of primary healthcare is proving just as costly be-
cause medics cannot or will not make home visits, in
line with a worldwide tactic of switching to remotely
delivered medical advice.

“What led to this situation is that many family
doctors didn’t visit their patients for weeks,” said
Riccardo Munda, who is doing the work of two doc-
tors in Selvino and Nembro, two towns near Berg-
amo, after a colleague caught the virus. “And I can’t
blame them, because that’s how they saved their
own skin.”

He said many deaths could be avoided if people
at home received prompt medical help, but doctors
were swamped, lacked enough masks and suits to
protect themselves from infection and were discour-

aged from making visits unless absolutely necessary.
“Doctors give people at home a treatment. But if this
treatment doesn’t work, if there is no doctor who
checks and changes or adjusts the medicines, then
the patient dies.”

While hospital workers were given priority access
to masks, some family doctors say they went without
and so felt unable to visit patients safely. A spokes-
woman for the state-run ATS health agency in Berg-
amo said authorities in the Lombardy region, rated
among the world’s most efficient for health services,
told family doctors to “deal with patients by phone
as much as possible”, limiting home visits “to reduce
contagion and waste of protective equipment”.

She said 142 doctors in the Bergamo area were ei-
ther sick or in quarantine but they had all been re-
placed. Authorities are now moving to reinforce
primary care in line with recommendations by the
World Health Organization, which says that deliver-
ing primary healthcare safely should be a priority for
governments right after intensive care capacity.

In Bergamo province six special units of doctors

started operating on March 19, each equipped to
visit sick people at home. In nearby Milan, where
deaths at home and in centres for the elderly more
than doubled in the second half of March, similar
units began operating only on March 31.

Hidden death toll
Italy’s official death toll reached 15,362 on Satur-

day, almost a third of the global total, but there is
growing evidence that this vastly understates the real
total because so many people are dying at home. A
study by local newspaper L’Eco di Bergamo and re-
search consultant InTwig, using data provided by
local municipalities, estimates that 5,400 people died
in the Bergamo province during the month of March,
or six times more than a year ago.

Of these, it reckons that as many as 4,500 people
succumbed to the coronavirus - more than double the
official tally. This took into account 600 people who
died in nursing homes and evidence provided by doc-
tors, it said. The ATS did not respond to a request for
comment on the study’s findings. — Reuters 

BERGAMO, Italy Member of the medical staff take care of a patient infected with the novel coronavirus
at the COVID-19 division of the ASST Papa Giovanni XXIII hospital on April 3, 2020. — AFP 

Over 306,000 
tested positive 

in the US 

News in brief

Virus corpses left on streets 

QUITO: Ecuador’s vice president Otto Sonnen-
holzner has apologized after scores of bodies
were left on the streets of Guayaquil as the coro-
navirus ravages the horror-struck port city. Res-
idents had published videos on social media
showing abandoned bodies in the streets in the
Latin American city worst hit by the pandemic.
Authorities collected at least 150 corpses from
streets and homes earlier this week, but did not
confirm how many of the dead were victims of the
outbreak. “We have seen images that should
never have happened and as your public servant,
I apologize,” said Sonnenholzer, who is heading
the country’s virus response, in a statement
broadcast by local media on Saturday. — AFP 

Man kills 5 for ‘talking loudly’

MOSCOW: A man in central Russia shot and
killed five people for talking noisily at night under
his windows, investigators said yesterday. The
shootings took place in the Ryazan region during
stay-at-home orders aimed at slowing the spread
of the coronavirus. A 32-year-old man from the
small town of Yelatma opened fire on a group of
four young men and a woman who “were talking
loudly in the street under his windows” at around
10 pm on Saturday, investigators said. Yelatma is
located near the city of Ryazan, which is situated
some 200 kilometers southeast of the capital
Moscow. — AFP 

Coptic suspends services 

CAIRO: Egypt’s Coptic Orthodox church has de-
cided to suspend prayers preceding Easter cele-
brations later this month as part of efforts to stem
the spread of the novel coronavirus. The church,
which last month ordered the closure of churches
and suspension of services nationwide, said the
decision was taken on Thursday during a meeting
chaired by Pope Tawadros II. “Prayers, including
Holy Week services, which are considered the
most important rituals in the Coptic Orthodox
church, will be suspended” until the pandemic is
contained, a statement posted on Facebook said.
Holy Week prayers precede Easter Sunday, which
this year will be celebrated on April 19 by the Or-
thodox community, one week later than the
Catholic Easter. — AFP 

Eleven killed in Colombia 

BOGOTA: Eleven people were killed and four
injured in an accidental explosion at a Colom-
bian coal mine in Cucunuba, near Bogota, on
Saturday, according to the local fire department.
The victims were miners who were working de-
spite the health emergency caused by the coro-
navirus pandemic. Most Colombians are
quarantined by government order, but mining is
among the activities exempted.  Captain Alvaro
Farfan, head of the fire department of the de-
partment of Cundinamarca, told local media that
the accident occurred in a legally operated coal
mine, although he did not give details about the
type of explosion. On Friday, six other miners
were killed in a similar incident at a coal mine in
the municipality of San Cayetano in northeastern
Colombia. — AFP

Lockdown silencing 
domestic abuse 
victims: Groups 
MILAN: Italy has seen a sharp fall in official reports
of domestic violence as it approaches a month under
coronavirus lockdown, raising concern among some
support groups that forced confinement is leaving
victims struggling to seek help. Citing official data, a
parliamentary committee into violence against
women said last week that reports to police of do-
mestic abuse dropped to 652 in the first 22 days of
March, when Italy went into lockdown, from 1,157 in
the same period of 2019.

Telefono Rosa, Italy’s largest domestic violence
helpline, said calls fell 55% to 496 in the first two
weeks of March from 1,104 in the same period last
year. Other help groups said they had seen similar de-
clines. The parliamentary committee’s report said the

trend did not mean a decline in violence against
women but was rather a signal that “victims of vio-
lence risk being even more exposed to control and
aggression by a partner who mistreats them.”

“There are a lot of problems in this situation,
maybe not the least of them is the difficulty of asking
for help when everyone is obliged to stay at home,”
said Alessandra Simone, director of the police crimi-
nal division in Milan. Successive Italian governments
have passed reforms aimed at improving protections,
but 13.6% of women have suffered violence from a
partner or ex-partner, according to national statistics
bureau Istat. 

The country has seen more than 100,000 cases of
COVID-19 and accounts for almost a third of world-
wide deaths. It was the first European nation to go
into lockdown. “We’re seeing a drastic fall in calls by
women because they have less freedom in this situa-
tion of forced confinement,” said Chiara Sainaghi,
who manages five anti-violence centers in and
around Milan for the Fondazione Somaschi, a social
assistance foundation. 

She said calls to her group had fallen by as much
as 70%. Some help groups and the authorities say
they have tried to launch other forms of contact, in-

cluding messaging services like WhatsApp, whose
use has surged during lockdowns in many countries.
Users in Italy are placing 20% more calls and sending
20% more messages on WhatsApp compared to a
year ago, the company said in mid-March.

Italian police have in recent days adapted an app
originally designed to allow young people to report
bullying and drug dealing near their schools to report
domestic violence by sending messages or pictures
without alerting their partner. In Spain, where police
said they had also seen a fall in calls for help, author-
ities launched a WhatsApp service for women
trapped at home which the Equality Ministry said had
seen a 270% increase in consultations since the lock-
down began.

Valeria Valente, the senator who chairs the Italian
parliamentary committee, said cultural and social fac-
tors in Italy already made it hard for many to report
domestic violence. But she said the shutdown ap-
peared to be leading some women who might other-
wise try to leave their partners to stick it out. “How is
a woman who wants to report violence supposed to
move? With the lockdown (she) can only contact the
anti-violence centers when she goes to the pharmacy
or buys food,” Valente said. — Reuters



DUBAI/MOSCOW: OPEC and Russia have post-
poned a Monday meeting to discuss oil output cuts
until April 9, OPEC sources said, as a dispute between
Moscow and Saudi Arabia over who is to blame for
plunging crude prices intensified.

The delay came amid pressure from US President
Donald Trump for the Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries led by Saudi Arabia and its allies,
a group collectively known as OPEC+, to urgently sta-
bilize global oil markets.

Oil prices hit an 18-year low on March 30 due to a
slump in demand caused by lockdowns to contain the
coronavirus outbreak and the failure of OPEC and
other producers led by Russia to extend a deal on out-
put curbs that expired on March 31. OPEC+ is working
on a deal to cut the production of oil equivalent by
about 10 percent of world supply, or 10 million barrels
per day, in what member states expect to be an un-
precedented global effort including the United States.

Washington, however, has yet to make a commit-
ment to join the effort and Russian President Vladimir
Putin on Friday put the blame for the collapse in prices
on Saudi Arabia - prompting a firm response from
Riyadh on Saturday. “The Russian Minister of Energy
was the first to declare to the media that all the partic-
ipating countries are absolved of their commitments
starting from the first of April, leading to the decision

that the countries have taken to raise their production,”
Saudi Energy Minister Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman
said in a statement reported by state news agency SPA.

Putin, speaking on Friday during a video conference
with government officials and the heads of major Russ-
ian oil producers, said the
first reason for the fall in
prices was the impact of the
coronavirus on demand.
“The second reason behind
the collapse of prices is the
withdrawal of our partners
from Saudi Arabia from the
OPEC+ deal, their produc-
tion increase and informa-
tion, which came out at the
same time, about the readi-
ness of our partners to even
provide a discount for oil,” Putin said.

The Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin
Farhan Al-Saud disputed Putin’s claims, saying Rus-
sia had withdrawn and that statements about the
kingdom’s withdrawal from the OPEC+ deal was de-
void of truth, state agency (SPA) reported on Satur-
day. OPEC sources, who asked not be identified, said
the emergency virtual meeting planned for today
would likely now be postponed until April 9 to allow

more time for negotiations.
OPEC sources later downplayed the Saudi-Russia

row, saying the atmosphere was still positive, although
there was no draft deal yet nor agreement on details
such as a reference level from which to make the pro-

duction cuts. “The first
problem is that we have to
cut from the current pro-
duction level now, not to go
back to the one before the
crisis,” one of the OPEC
sources said. “The second
issue is the Americans, they
have to play a part.”

Oil rises from lows 
Oil recovered from this

week’s lows of $20 per bar-
rel with Brent settling at $34.11 on Friday, still far below
the $66 level at the end of 2019. Prices had their
biggest one-day gain ever on Thursday when Trump
said he expected Russia and Saudi Arabia to announce
a major production cut. The United States is not part
of OPEC+ and the idea of Washington curbing pro-
duction has long been seen as impossible, not least be-
cause of US antitrust laws.

Still, the oil price crash has spurred regulators in

Texas, the heart of US oil production, to consider reg-
ulating output for the first time in nearly 50 years. But
US Energy Secretary Dan Brouillette, in a call with oil
industry leaders on Friday, did not mention the possi-
bility of US production cuts, a source who listened to
the call said. On Saturday, US President Donald Trump
focused instead on tariffs as a response to the oil price
crash. “If I have to do tariffs on oil coming from outside
or if I have to do something to protect our ... tens of
thousands of energy workers and our great companies
that produce all these jobs, I’ll do whatever I have to
do,” Trump told reporters in a briefing about the coro-
navirus outbreak.

“The President has now told us what Plan B is: tar-
iffs,” said Robert McNally, president of Rapidan En-
ergy Group in Bethesda, Maryland. Russian Energy
Minister Alexander Novak told Russian state media
he understood that the United States had legal restric-
tions on output cuts but it should still be flexible.
Other oil producers that do not belong to OPEC+
have indicated a willingness to help. Canada’s Alberta
province, home to the world’s third-largest oil re-
serves, is open to joining any potential global pact.
Western Europe’s largest oil and gas producer Nor-
way said on Saturday it would consider cutting its oil
production if a global deal to curb supply is agreed
by the world’s biggest producers. —  Reuters 

UAE doubles 
stimulus to 
$70 billion
ABU DHABI: “The aggregate value of all
capital and liquidity measures adopted by
the CBUAE since 14 March 2020 has
reached 256 billion dirhams ($70 billion),”
the central bank said in a statement.

Last month, oil-rich UAE announced
stimulus worth $35 billion that included aid
to the banking system, facilities for loans
and injecting funds into the bourses. Most
of the new measures focused on easing fi-
nancial and liquidity requirements for banks
to free up cash for lending.

In the new measures, the central bank re-
duced by half to 7.0 percent the reserves
banks are required to keep for demand de-
posits, which can be withdrawn by clients
anytime. This will allow for some $16.6 bil-
lion in liquidity to be used in new bank lend-
ing, the central bank said.

The regulator’s new measures also allow
banks to defer payment of loans for compa-
nies and clients until the end of 2020. “The
additional measures announced today will
effectively relieve the pressure on financial

institutions ... offering the required relief and
continued access to funding for businesses
and households,” newly-appointed gover-
nor Abdulhamid Saeed said. 

The UAE, where 1,505 coronavirus cases
and 10 deaths have been reported, has in-
troduced strict measures including halting
travel and closing shopping malls and en-
tertainment venues.

On Saturday night, Dubai, one of the
seven emirates making up the UAE, an-
nounced a two-week lockdown in which it
will carry out tests in densely populated
areas. The bourse of Dubai has led the slide
of the Gulf stock markets, shedding 36 per-
cent in the first quarter, most of it in March.
Its UAE sister bourse in Abu Dhabi dropped
by 26.4 percent. —AFP

Coronavirus leaves bitter taste 
for Canada maple sugar shacks

NBK introduces e-Dividend 
services to its shareholders

Spanish farmers, fishermen 
feel COVID-19 fallout1110 11
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OPEC+ is working on a deal to cut the production of oil equivalent by about 10 percent of world supply, or 10 million barrels per day, in what member states expect to be an unprecedented global effort including the
United States.
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Row over OPEC deal collapse rages; oil prices rise from lows

Blame-game stalls OPEC+ meeting 

DUBAI: People walk or ride bicycles over a bridge, during the novel coronavirus pan-
demic crisis, in the Emirati city of Dubai on Friday. The Central Bank of the UAE said
yesterday it has doubled to $70 billion a stimulus package to support the Gulf state’s
economy amid the coronavirus pandemic. — AFP

US contribution
key to reaching 

an agreement

Trump threatens
to impose tariffs
on oil imports 
WASHINGTON: US President Don-
ald Trump said on Saturday he would
impose tariffs on crude imports if he
has to “protect” US energy workers
from the oil price crash that has been
exacerbated by a war between Russia
and Saudi Arabia over market share.
“If I have to do tariffs on oil coming
from outside or if I have to do some-
thing to protect our ... tens of thou-
sands of energy workers and our
great companies that produce all
these jobs, I’ll do whatever I have to
do,” Trump told reporters in a brief-
ing about the coronavirus outbreak.

Oil prices have dropped by about
two-thirds this year as the pandemic
crushes demand and as major pro-
ducers Russia and Saudi Arabia boost
output in a war over market share.

The United States in recent years
has become the world’s biggest oil
producer, at times putting its exports

in competition with Russia and mem-
bers of the Organization of the Petro-
leum Exporting Countries, or OPEC.
As oil prices drop, many heavily
leveraged US energy companies face
bankruptcies and workers are at risk
of layoffs. After meeting with industry
executives on Friday, Trump said he
was not considering tariffs at the mo-
ment, but it was a tool that could be
used “if we’re not treated fairly.”

Two major industry groups, the
American Petroleum Institute and
American Fuel & Petrochemical Man-
ufacturers, told Trump in a letter on
Wednesday that tariffs on oil imports
would jeopardize the domestic refin-
ing business as some plants depend
on crude from abroad. The United
States imported more 1 million barrels
per day of oil from Russia and Saudi
Arabia combined in 2019, according
to the US Energy Information Admin-
istration. Trump reiterated on Satur-
day that Saudi Arabia had told him it
had agreed with Russia to jointly re-
duce output by an unprecedented 10
million barrels per day or more. The
countries have not confirmed the
plan, other than saying they would
discuss ways to stabilize global oil
markets. — Reuters
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MONTREAL: Under a dazzling sky, with spring in
the air, syrup is flowing in a maple grove near the
village of Saint-Alexis. With a mallet in hand, feet
braced in deep snow, Simon Lanoue pounds plastic
tubing into one tree after another to drain their sap,
weaving a vast spider web in the forest.

As the sweet liquid drips slowly from the trees,
Lanoue laments his losses due to Quebec province’s
measures to slow the spread of the new coron-
avirus. “For me, this represents a shortfall of
between $80,000 and $100,000,” he said.

Quebec has ordered all residents to stay home
except for essential tasks, closed eat-in restaurants
and even limited travel in the province. The 140-seat
dining hall in Lanoue’s
Osias sugar shack, located
in an old barn about 60
kilometers (40 miles)
north of Montreal, is
deserted.

On weekends around
this time of year, diners
normally rotate in and out
every two hours. Lanoue
had to close his dining
room in mid-March, bare-
ly two weeks after the
start of “maple sugar time.” An annual tradition that
runs until the end of April, Quebecers and visitors
flock to rustic sugar shacks to feast on spiced
sausages, sticky baked beans, fluffy omelets and
Christ’s ears (deep-fried pork fat) — all layered
with golden maple syrup.

It’s topped off with a dessert of maple “taffy,”
made of thick hot syrup spread over snow and
rolled around a popsicle stick. Usually, “catering
represents from 75 to 80 percent” of revenues, but
this year Lanoue will have to be content with the

sale of his syrup, “which does not represent much.”
“But there are cabins in worse shape than mine,”

he points out.

‘Catastrophic situation’ 
A similar scenario is playing out in the neighbor-

ing village of Saint-Esprit, at the Constantin
Gregoire sugar shack.  “It is generally full every-
where,” owner Denise Gregoire says in one of the
three grand dining rooms, where moose antlers
hang over a large fireplace. “On March 15, we
closed our doors, and we will not be able to reopen
this year, it will go to next year,” says Gregoire, who
had to lay off about 20 employees. Nevertheless,

Jacqueline, a client, wants
to come “buy maple syrup,
like every year. Usually we
come to eat at the cabin.
But this year, because of
the virus, it’s not possible.”

There are more than
200 of these so-called
“commercial” cabins in the
province of Quebec,
explains Helene
Normandin, spokeswoman
for the federation of

Quebec Maple Syrup Producers.
“It’s a catastrophic situation,” she says. “This

year 2020 is completely lost for (owners).” 
But COVID-19 or not, the production of syrup

continues, the industry having been designated
“essential” by the provincial government. Canada
produces 92 percent of the world’s maple syrup,
largely thanks to Quebec (72 percent), with the rest
coming from American border states.

Quebec has more than 11,000 producers
grouped into 7,400 companies, most of them arti-

sanal, which contribute annually up to Can$600
million ($422 million) to the local economy, support-
ing the equivalent of 10,500 full-time jobs. Quebec
had a record season last year, harvesting more than
72,000 tons of syrup, with 80 percent of it export-
ed to 60 countries. The United States, Germany and
Britain are the largest foreign buyers. The current
season promises to be “normal,” according to

Normandin, projecting a slightly more modest har-
vest. “I think we are going to have a good year, and
the syrup again is excellent,” Lanoue says. And no
shortage is anticipated, as the federation maintains
a strategic reserve of “blond gold” to ensure price
stability: more than 45,000 tons of syrup stored in
barrels in a padlocked warehouse as large as five
football fields. —AFP

Giant small business 
scheme poses 
threat to US banks
NEW YORK: After laying off almost all of his
workforce across seven stores, Legacy Toys
owner Brad Ruoho sees a path to rehiring them
only if the new $350 billion US small business
lending program performs as promised. Passage
of the giant US relief package that includes the
program “enabled us to feel more confident
about bringing on extra help,” said Ruoho, whose
Minnesota-based chain has already re-hired 10
of 75 employees to support a growing e-com-
merce push. Ramping up the massive program
will be a herculean task for the Small Business
Administration (SBA) and for the nation’s banks
during a period of skyrocketing unemployment. 

Signs were mixed by Friday afternoon, with
the biggest US banks at various stages of rolling
out their programs and the status of many
lenders changing by the minute.

Questions cropped up on everything from
bank money-laundering rules to how fast loans
could be issued from lenders not previously part
of the SBA programs. On top of that were nitty-
gritty details about forms and documentation.
The SBA on Twitter pointed to huge interest in
the program-with more than $2 billion in loans
around 1900 GMT-but it wasn’t clear how quick-
ly those funds would flow to companies that face
immediate cashflow problems.  

Jim Friedlander, president of New York-based
Arrangements Abroad, which organizes vacation
packages, fears the funds may not arrive in time
for him to avoid laying off some of his 32
employees. “The government, to its credit, is try-
ing to do something fast and big, and you do
want to be careful to avoid fraud,” Friedlander
said. “But it is helpful to have clear information so
you don’t have the expectation that the money is
going to come right away.”

‘Up and running’ 
A linchpin of the newly enacted US relief bill

is a $349 billion Paycheck Protection Program,
which provides forgivable loans to small busi-
nesses that retain their workers or rehire laid-off
employees by June 30. The funds can be used to
finance eight weeks of payroll or rent and are
designed to allow small businesses such as
restaurants, stores and hair salons to maintain
their employees while remaining shuttered for
public health.  

Small businesses, which represent a segment
of the economy with less access to private capi-
tal than larger companies, have received biparti-
san support under the program, which is just one
element of the $2 trillion relief bill signed into law
last week by Trump. Experts on small business
finance have lauded the program’s intentions, but
expressed skepticism that Washington would be
able to execute as quickly as needed.

They question whether the SBA, which will
guarantee the loans, and the private US banking
industry have enough bandwidth given the scale
of need. At a press briefing Thursday night, US
Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin said the
government had doubled the interest rates on the
loans to one percent following complaints from
small banks and insisted the program would be
“up and running tomorrow.” —AFP

Quebec province’s measures to halt virus hurt maple producers

Coronavirus leaves bitter taste 
for Canada maple sugar shacks

SAINT-ESPRIT: A worker is filling a barrel with freshly made maple syrup at the Constantin
Gregoire Sugar shack in Saint-Esprit, Quebec. “For me, this represents a shortfall of between
80,000 and 100,000 dollars,” laments Simon Lanoue, a maple syrup producer in Canada’s Quebec
province hit hard by measures to slow the spread of the new coronavirus. —AFP

Small businesses 
in US seek $5.4bn 
in relief loans
WASHINGTON: Small and medium-size US busi-
nesses have applied for more than $5.4 billion in
government-backed loans as a key pillar of the
country’s coronavirus relief plan took effect, the
Trump administration said.  Jovita Carranza, who
heads the federal Small Business Administration, said
late Friday on Twitter that 17,503 companies-those
with 500 or fewer employees-had filed applications
through local banks for loans totaling more than
$5.4 billion. Friday was the first day the companies
were able to apply for the money, intended in large
part to help them pay employees’ salaries. The loans,
which could eventually total $350 billion, constitute
a central part of the $2.2 trillion coronavirus relief
plan adopted by Congress and then signed into law
by President Donald Trump on March 27.

“I will immediately ask Congress for more money
to support small businesses... if the allocated money
runs out,” Trump tweeted Saturday. But things were
“so far, way ahead of schedule,” he said, adding that
Bank of America and community banks “are rocking!”

On Friday, most applications were submitted to
local banks. Some of the biggest US banks said they
had encountered difficulties with administrative
procedures, although Bank of America reported
that it had processed tens of thousands of applica-
tions by the end of the day.

Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin told the Fox
Business Network that “our expectation is starting
next week” all big banks would be ready.
Companies that receive the money and do not fire
their workers-or that otherwise re-hire those they

have laid off-will have their debt forgiven.
The funds are intended to help hundreds of

thousands of restaurants, hair salons and other
small- and medium-size businesses pay wages and
rent for eight weeks, allowing them to keep staff on
the payroll during virus-enforced closures.  “If we
run out of money we’re going to go back to
Congress and get more money,” Mnuchin said. “This
is a great, great program with bipartisan support.”

But Mnuchin said he was working with key bank

executives to iron out any kinks and expected the
largest banks to be taking part in the coming week.
Mnuchin also said money transfers to households
would start within two weeks, down from the previ-
ously estimated three weeks. A family of four can
receive up to $3,000 under the larger relief pack-
age. The first economic effects of the crisis struck
across the United States in March, when 701,000
jobs were lost. The unemployment rate rose to 4.4
percent. —AFP

WASHINGTON, DC: Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin speaks in the press briefing room with President
Donald Trump, Vice President Mike Pence and Small Business Administrator Jovita Carranza during the
Coronavirus Task Force briefing on Friday in Washington, DC.  —AFP

US watchdogs 
overseeing 
$2.3tn bailout
WASHINGTON: Who’s watching over the
US government’s largest bailout in history
- the $2.3 trillion in fiscal stimulus to fight
the economic impact of the coronavirus?
Four different watchdogs made up of fed-
eral government officials and members of
Congress have been created.

None of these groups will have any
direct control over where any of the funds
are directed - those decisions are being
made by the US Treasury, headed by
Steven Mnuchin, with the help of the Small
Business Administration, other federal
agencies, and outside advisers.

Instead, the watchdogs’ role is to exam-
ine the decision-making process, and pro-
vide the public information about where the
taxpayer dollars and other resources go.

Similar oversight mechanisms were
“pretty effective and did a pretty good job
of keeping fraud and waste down” during
the stimulus spending after the 2008 reces-
sion, said Jennifer Ahearn, policy director at
Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in
Washington, an ethics advocacy group.

But the scope of what watchdogs are
looking at is much wider in this case,
she noted. Making the task more diffi-
cult, many of the watchdogs are only in
‘acting’ roles because they have not
been confirmed, and they may have less

support from the Trump administration.

The pandemic response 
accountability committee

The CARES Act signed into law on
March 27 includes $80 million for the cre-
ation of this broad committee “to promote
transparency and support oversight of
funds provided in this Act to prevent, pre-
pare for, and respond to coronavirus,
domestically or internationally.”

It is made up of ‘Inspectors General’
from other government agencies including
the Department of Defense, Health and
Human Services, and Treasury, making it a
sort of uber-watchdog group, with broad
oversight. It is tasked with reviewing “the
economy, efficiency, and effectiveness” of
the administration, and “fraud, waste,
abuse, and mismanagement in Coronavirus
response programs and operations.” It can
conduct independent investigations and
has subpoena power.

Glenn Fine, the acting Inspector
General (IG) from the Department of
Defense, was named chair of the commit-
tee on March 30. On April 1, he named IGs
to the committee, from agencies including
the Department of Veterans Affairs and the
Peace Corps. The committee is expected
to set up a public website by the end of
April; until then information can be found
on the US federal IG website 

The special inspector general 
for pandemic recovery

This new IG, part of the Treasury
Department, was given a $25 million budg-
et in the CARES Act to “conduct, super-
vise, and coordinate audits and investiga-

tions of the making, purchase, manage-
ment, and sale of loans, loan guarantees,
and other investments” made by Mnuchin.

The White House said late on April 3
that Trump intends to nominate Brian
Miller, a special assistant to the presi-
dent and senior associate counsel in the
Office of White House Counsel, to the
role. President Donald Trump will not
permit this special IG to report directly
to Congress, the White House said on
March 27.

The congressional oversight commission
The committee includes five senior

members of Congress, who will be author-
ized to investigate the Treasury and the
Federal Reserve’s attempts to keep the US
economy strong. They will study the

“impact of loans, loan guarantees, and
investments made under this subtitle on
the financial well-being of the people of
the United States and the United States
economy, financial markets, and financial
institutions.”

The house select committee 
on the coronavirus

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said on
Thursday she would create  a
Congress ional  watchdog to ensure
funds “are spent wisely and effectively”
related to the three COVID-19 bil ls
already passed by Congress, and any
future legislation. The bipartisan House
committee wil l  be headed by House
Majority Whip Jim Clyburn, a South
Carolina Democrat. —Reuters

KANSAS CITY: Planes belonging to Delta Air Lines sit idle at Kansas City
International Airport on Friday in Kansas City, Missouri. Four different
watchdogs made up of officials and members of Congress are watching
over the US government’s largest bailout in history - the $2.3 trillion in fis-
cal stimulus to fight the economic impact of the coronavirus. —AFP

Canada 
produces 

92% of world’s 
maple syrup



Spanish farmers,
fishermen feel
COVID-19 fallout
MADRID: The start of spring is usually a
profitable time for Sergio Gomez, a straw-
berry farmer in southern Spain, but the
coronavirus pandemic has completely dis-
rupted his harvest this year.

“We have been losing money for five
days now!” he said. Spain, like much of the
rest of Europe, has been in a lockdown since
mid-March to curb the spread of the virus
and this has altered consumers’ habits, with
people making fewer trips to the supermar-
ket and no longer eating out.

The closure of Spain’s borders has added
to the burden, leaving farmers struggling to
bring in crucial temporary workers to pick
produce and care for animals. One of the
hardest-hit crops has been strawberries
from Huelva in the southern region of An-
dalusia, which supplies Europe with 90 per-
cent of the fruit at this time of the year.
Demand for strawberries has been halved
this year, according to farmers’ unions.

And with the border with Morocco
closed, only one-third of the temporary
workers who usually come to pick straw-
berries were able to make the trip.

“The whole sector is very frightened,”
said Gomez, who exports 70 percent of his
crop to France, Poland and the Czech Re-
public. Demand is “on a roller coaster”, he
added. “One day I have an order and I have
to work an hour extra, the next I am twid-

dling my thumbs.”
Manuel Piedra, secretary general of the

UPA farmers’ union in Huelva, said people
were shopping as little as once every 10
days, causing sales of perishable goods to
plunge. “Consumers have completely
changed their habits,” he said.

Missing sheep shearers 
Uncertainty also reigns in the “Sea of

Plastic”, some 20,000 hectares of green-
houses in the province of Almeria where
much of Europe’s fruits and vegetables are
grown. “We don’t know how the market will
react, it’s a lottery,” said Juan Antonio Cri-
ado, a local farmer who next week will start
harvesting watermelons for export to Ger-
many. Adoracion Blanque, head of the
provincial branch of farm union ASAJA, said
foreign demand for vegetables has “re-

mained practically the same” but farmers
were struggling with a shortage of workers
due to lockdown restrictions.

The government has pledged 236 million
euros ($258 million) to help growers hire
200,000 workers. “All food products are ar-
riving (in stores) in absolutely normal quan-
tities and qualities,” Agriculture Minister
Luis Planas said this week. Livestock farm-
ers will also suffer from travel restrictions.

Gaspar Gonzalez of the Fovex Sat coop-
erative in the sparsely-populated south-
western region of Extremadura was
counting on bringing over workers from
Uruguay to shear 100,000 sheep between
April and June. They will arrive this year in
May at the earliest. Finding local replace-
ments will be hard because “here, unfortu-
nately, this profession has disappeared,”
said Gonzalez. — AFP
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KUWAIT: As part of National Bank of Kuwait’s
(NBK) continued efforts to better serve NBK share-
holders and provide them with the most convenient
and easiest options to receive their cash dividend dis-
tributions, NBK announced that it offers e-Dividends
service to its shareholder, enabling NBK Online
Banking customers to receive their dividends pay-
ments directly into their bank accounts.

NBK is the first Kuwaiti bank to offer e-Dividend

service to its shareholders in cooperation with Kuwait
Clearing Company (KCC). Individual shareholders
may register through NBK Online Banking service to
have their cash dividends directly deposited into their
bank accounts, while corporate shareholders may
register through NBK Corporate Online Banking
(Watani Online Corporate “WOLC”) to utilize this
convenient service offered by NBK, the first bank to
participate in this service offered by KCC.  

Eligible shareholders entitled to receive the cash
dividend distributions who were holding the bank’s
shares as of March 23rd and were registered in KCC’s
records have started to receive the proceeds since
Monday, March 30. Mohammed Al-Khorafi, General
Manager- Operations Group at NBK said: “In keep-
ing up with our continued efforts to better serve NBK
shareholders and customers, we have introduced the
e-Dividends service that allows shareholders to
quickly and easily receive the proceeds directly  into
their bank accounts once they sign up for the service. 

Al-Khorafi highlighted that NBK values the health
and safety of its clients and shareholders as one of its
main priorities, especially through these unprece-
dented times we are going through due to the Coro-
navirus (COVID-19) outbreak. The new service
provides an easy and convenient option to have the
cash dividends deposited into NBK customers’ bank
accounts through following few simple and easy steps
to register for the service without the need to step
foot in the bank branch.

“The e-Dividends service is a step forward in our
digital transformation journey, as we strive to expand
on our convenient online banking services and prod-
ucts through various electronic channels to reach dif-
ferent stakeholders including our customers and
shareholders. This service is conveniently offered
through NBK Online and NBK Mobile service, as we
continue to lead the way in delivering first-in-class
digital experience in the local and regional markets,”
Al-Khorafi added. 

In 2016, KCC launched electronic transfers as an
optional service. NBK was the first bank in Kuwait
to provide the service to its clients and shareholders
as soon as it was introduced. KCC, in cooperation
with banks, continued to develop the service to suc-
cessfully cover all banks and a large segment of div-
idend-paying companies. This year, the services
became mandatory to all companies registered with
KCC so that payments would be paid electronically
going forward.  

Meanwhile, Khaldoun Al-Tabtabaie, CEO, Kuwait
Clearing Company (KCC) said: “We highly value
NBK’s role in supporting our digital transformation
efforts and we appreciate the strategic cooperation
that ties us with such a leading financial institution.”

“Digital transformation is a main pillar of KCC’s
corporate strategy as we move forward with the im-
plementation all of our strategic plans aimed at pro-
viding the best quality in investor services. We will
continue to cooperate with our partners in the
Kuwaiti capital market to optimize all the services we
offer,” Al-Tabtabaie added. “We encourage all in-
vestors to sign up for the service at their earliest con-
venience through following the simple steps offered
through the digital channels provided by their banks.
The process requires a one-time registration to sign

up for the service that allows shareholders to have
their cash dividends deposited directly by the com-
panies through KCC,”  Al-Tabtabaie concluded.
NBK held its Annual General Meeting (AGM) on
March 7, 2020 and approved the Board of Directors’
recommendation to distribute 35 percent cash divi-
dends to shareholders (equivalent to 35 fils per share)
for FY2019.

Individual shareholders may register for the e-Div-
idend service through the online service through NBK
online Service available on the bank’s website
https://online.nbk.com.kw/WOLWebUI/PMlogin.aspx  

Corporate shareholders may register for the e-
Dividend service through NBK Corporate Online
Banking service (Watani Online Corporate) available
on the bank’s website   https://wolcorp.nbk.com/wol-
cotp/, alternatively, an email may be sent to WOL-
CUnit@nbk.com   to assist corporate clients to sign
up for the service. 

Dividends to be 
paid directly

into bank 
accounts

• Al- Khorafi: We strive to offer the best services to NBK shareholders
providing them with the easiest and most convenient options to have
their cash dividends directly deposited in their bank accounts

• The new service reflects our efforts to ensure our shareholders’
health and safety amid the ongoing public health emergency     

• Al-Tabtabaie: We value NBK’s role in supporting our digitization ef-
forts, a main pillar of KCC’s strategy

URC announces 
financial results
for year 2019
KUWAIT: United Real Estate Com-
pany K.S.C.P (URC), announced its fi-
nancial and operating results for the
year ended 31 December 2019, record-
ing an increase in revenues by 10 per-
cent to reach KD 113.8
million as compared to
KD 103.5 million in 2018.
The Company’s net losses
decreased by 19.7 percent
from KD 9 million in 2018
to KD 7.2 million in 2019.

The improvement in the
financial results of the
Company in 2019 were
due to significant improve-
ment in operating profits
from contracting and serv-
ices sector, an increase in
rental revenues from com-
mercial properties and stable revenues
from hospitality business. Also, the Com-
pany was successful in its cost reduction
program with reductions in its overall
general and administrative expenses as
well as its financing costs. Total assets of
United Real Estate Company increased
by 1 percent to reach KD 623 million at
the end of 2019 as compared to KD 617
million at the end of 2018. 

Commenting on the results, URC Vice
Chairman and Group Chief Executive
Officer Mazen Issam Hawwa said, “De-
spite of ongoing challenges, the underly-
ing assets of the Company and its
operating entities performed relatively
well, thereby resulting in the improve-
ment of the operating performance of the
Company. 2019 also witnessed the launch
of the construction of Hessah Towers, a
high-end residential development situ-
ated in Hessah Al-Mubarak District. The
Company remains focused on enhancing

the performance of its op-
erating entities and com-
mitted to its development
projects in Kuwait and
abroad. The Company’s
developments form a key
part in URC’s strategy to
diversify its portfolio and
income stream.”

Hawwa concluded, “In
light of the globally un-
folding event of COVID-
19 pandemic, URC and its
Subsidiaries expresses its
sincere appreciation and
gratitude to all the brave

men and women on the frontline, includ-
ing medical personnel, law enforcement,
defense forces, Government and Private
sectors, and the Non-Government Or-
ganization volunteers; in combating the
coronavirus outbreak in effort to keep-
ing Kuwait and its people safe. May God
protect our Country and the rest of the
World from any harm.”

Everything sells, but at lower prices. — AFP

Mohammed Al-Khorafi

Mazen Issam Hawwa

Khaldoun Al-Tabtabaie

NBK introduces e-Dividend 
services to its shareholders

Pioneering service offered in cooperation with KCC

Coronavirus 
‘amplifying’ 
poverty in UK
LONDON: The coronavirus pandemic
is increasing poverty in Britain, where
levels are already high after a decade of
austerity triggered by the global finan-
cial crisis, according to experts.

Official data shows that more than 14
million people in the UK are classed as
living in poverty, or nearly one-quarter
of the population.  Some 4.2 million chil-
dren are poor, or around 30 percent of
the total, government figures show. The
situation is worsening with Britons los-
ing jobs en masse as the UK experi-
ences lockdown.

“The risk of poverty is particularly
high for workers in sectors like hospital-
ity and retail where people are more
likely to be on low wages and in inse-
cure work,” said Dave Innes, head of
economics at the Joseph Rowntree
Foundation, an organization for social
change.

Over the past fortnight, almost one
million adults in the UK have applied for
Universal Credit, the government’s main
form of state aid. That is nearly 10 times
the level in an average two-week period.

‘Education poverty’ 
“If families who were earning decent

wages before the pandemic move on to
the Universal Credit, they will very sud-
denly find themselves living in poverty,”
said Louisa McGeehan, a director at
Child Poverty Action Group UK. As for
families who were already classed as liv-
ing in poverty prior to the outbreak-and
whose children are stuck at home owing
to schools being shut-the demands of
online education add to the problem,
she said.

McGeehan noted that “a lot of
schools are putting lessons on the Inter-
net for children to do at home. 

“If those children are in households
who don’t have Internet or don’t have a
computer, they are not able to do that
learning.” McGeehan told AFP: “We
have a nation where a child poverty cri-
sis has been amplified by the impact of
coronavirus.”

But unlike the aftermath of the 2008
financial crisis when the government
slashed public spending, COVID-19 has
sparked huge state stimulus, including a
boost to Universal Credit.

An adult receiving the benefit who is
aged over 25 will receive £1,000
($1,239, 1,137 euros) extra per year.
However an increase in the monthly
amount to £400 remains far below the
level of £600 considered sufficient for
a single-person household to avoid
“poverty” in the UK. — AFP

Swiss firms put 
1.3m workers 
on shorter hours 
WINTERTHUR/USTER: A quarter of
Switzerland’s workers have been put on
shorter hours as companies seek to limit the
financial damage of the coronavirus epi-
demic, the government said on Saturday,
with both deaths and confirmed infections
still rising. The national death toll from the
outbreak has reached 540, up from 484 on
Friday, while the number of people testing
positive for infections also increased to
20,278 from 19,303, the health ministry said.

While the country is testing more and
more people, the health ministry said the
main reason for seeing more confirmed
cases is that infections continue to rise.
Switzerland has approved a total economic
aid package exceeding 60 billion Swiss
francs ($61.37 billion) to help soften the epi-
demic’s impact. Some 1.3 million workers,
from a population of 8.6 million people, are
on short-time work hours, a program nor-
mally meant to help firms temper fluctuating
demand but which has been deployed now
with unprecedented speed.

“The economy will not exit this crisis un-
scathed,” said Marie-Gabrielle Ineichen-
Fleisch, economy ministry state secretary.
“Even so, with all the economic measures it
has deployed, the government is creating
confidence and opportunity in the future for
everyone in Switzerland.”

An emergency scheme to provide no-
and low-interest loans to help businesses
survive liquidity crises because sales have
collapsed was doubled to 40 billion francs
on Friday after the program was flooded by
76,000 requests so far. Daniel Koch, the
federal health ministry’s coronavirus czar,
again cautioned Swiss residents to stay
home and not to expect a swift easing of re-

strictions like shop and restaurant closures.
“We can’t lift any measures before the

number of infections really starts going
down,” he said. Six percent of deaths were
people under 65, but the median age of those
who have died in Switzerland so far is 83,
Koch said, with 97 percent suffering from
previous illnesses, underscoring those most
at risk from COVID-19. The most common
condition was high blood pressure with 69
percent, followed by cardiovascular disease
at 55 percent and diabetes at 29 percent. “We
absolutely want to protect our risk groups,”
Koch said. “Those are the people who are
taxing our hospital resources and the ones
who must fear for their lives.” — Reuters

WINTERTHUR/USTER: A quarter of Switzerland’s workers have been put on shorter hours
as companies seek to limit the financial damage of the coronavirus epidemic. — Reuters
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LAGO PENUELAS, Chile: With his-
torically low river flows and reservoirs 
running dry due to drought, people in 
central Chile have found themselves 
particularly vulnerable to the coron-
avirus pandemic. 

Years of resource exploitation and lax 
legislation have allowed most reservoirs 
in that part of the country to run dry. 
“There are now 400,000 families, nearly 
1.5 million people approximately, whose 
supply of 50 liters of water a day 
depends on tankers,” Rodrigo Mundaca, 
spokesman for the Movement for the 
Defense of Water, the Earth and the 
Protection of the Environment, told AFP. 

One of the main pieces of advice to 
protect people against coronavirus is to 
wash your hands regularly. 

“Living without water is awful,” said 
Dilma Castillo, who lives with her chil-
dren on one of the hills around El Melon, 
a town of 22,000 close to the seaside 
resort of Valparaiso whose river has 
dried up. 

“The worst thing is that there’s no 
awareness, even among the people here. 
I’m very distressed because it’s humiliat-
ing to live in these conditions.” In the 
greater Santiago area and in Valparaiso, 
rainfall last year was almost 80 percent 
below the previous record low. In the 
northern region of Coquimbo it was 
down 90 percent. Water tankers serve 
many homes, whose inhabitants come 
out to fill drums. 

The virus pandemic is highlighting 
“once more that where there is a model 
of the private appropriation of water ... 
this condition does not guarantee peo-
ple’s human right to water and further 
weakens communities,” said Mundaca. 

Chilean law states that water is a 
resource for public use, but it turned 

over almost the entirety of the right to 
exploit the resource to the private sec-
tor. In the Penuelas lake, an hour from 
Santiago, much of its bed appears 
cracked by the sun. “I’ve been coming 
here to fish for 20 years. At first we used 
to catch a lot ... now we don’t catch any-
thing,” Tomas Ruiz told AFP from the 
banks of what was left of the lake. 

 
Residents angered  

Matias Asun, the director of 
Greenpeace-Chile, said this week that 
the government of President Sebastian 
Pinera must “guarantee that there are no 
second-class citizens without the basics 
to protect themselves from COVID-19.” 
“Having soap is useless if there’s not 
enough water to wash with it,” he said. 
Chile has reported more than 3,700 
coronavirus cases and 22 deaths. 

Private exploitation of water wasn’t a 
problem in times of abundance, as was 
the case until recently. But the  drought 
has brought a furious reaction from 
communities that have run out of water 
in a country that saw an outbreak of 
social unrest in October that only sub-
sided when social distancing measures 
were imposed. 

Around 100 residents of El Melon 
occupied a well-managed by the Anglo-
American mining company, one of many 
multinationals exploiting Chile’s vast 
copper reserves. The occupiers are 
demanding that the well be used to pro-
vide water to people living in the region 
rather than for mining activity, said 
Fabian Villarroel, 26, one of the activists. 
Anglo-American sent a statement to AFP 
saying it was committed to the well-
being of people living near its sites and 
was collaborating in the search for “solu-
tions that allow for inhabitants in the 

area to rely on a permanent supply of 
potable water.” 

 
The water commodity  

“The 1981 water code separates the 
ownership of water from the dominion of 
the land,” said Mundaca. In Chile, “water 

is bought, sold or leased.” The general 
director of Waters, Oscar Cristi, says the 
water rights have been delivered to pri-
vate companies, but the state controls 
those rights and can limit the amount of 
water kept in reservoirs. However, the 
state has never exercised that right and if 

it did, it would have to compensate the 
private firms affected. “The problem has 
to do with how those rights are distrib-
uted and what conditions are imposed,” 
said Andrei Jouravlev, a member of the 
Economic Commission for Latin America 
and the Caribbean. — AFP

Chileans vulnerable to virus amid water crisis 

MELON, Chile: A man observes from a pier the dried Collague Reservoir, in Melon, Chile. Flows of rivers and reservoirs have reached 
historic minimums in Chile. — AFP
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The 51-year-old presenter revealed earlier this month
he had tested positive for coronavirus - which is also
known as COVID-19 - and after spending 10 days in

quarantine, he has now started to feel much better. Andy
says his symptoms included a fever, tightness in his chest, a
cough, aches and pains in the body, exhaustion, and some
chills, as well as a total loss of smell and appetite, and
explained the virus made him feel drained. Speaking on his
SiriusXM show ‘Andy Cohen Live’ he said: “It took 10 or 11
days to work through my system. You know, it takes a bit to
get your energy back. There’s a thing where you feel mental-
ly like, ‘Oh, I’m okay.’ And then you realize, you go down-

stairs and make a piece of toast and you come upstairs and
you’re like, ‘Now I need to relax.’ ” The ‘Watch What
Happens Live’ star took plenty of Vitamin C and “liquids” to
help him fight off the virus, and is now back on his feet and
ready to spend time with his 13-month-old son Benjamin,
whom he has been separated from since coming down with
the illness. He added: “Today is a huge day for me. I have
been quarantined from Ben for the last 12 days or so and I’m
going to get to see him right after the show. “Two doctors
said it would be safe to see him yesterday and I freaked out
on Saturday night, worried. So I was like, ‘You know what, let
me just add a day to that.’ ” Before his diagnosis, Andy had

previously told his fans he would be filming new episodes of
‘Watch What Happens Live’ from his home, but had to
shelve them because of his illness. In an Instagram post on
March 20, he wrote: “After a few days of self-quarantine,
and not feeling great, I have tested positive for Coronavirus.
As much as I felt like I could push through whatever I was
feeling to do #WWHL from home, we’re putting a pin in
that for now so I can focus on getting better. I want to thank
all the medical professionals who are working tirelessly for
all of us, and urge everybody to stay home and take care of
themselves. (sic)”.—BangShowbiz 

Andy Cohen says coronavirus made him exhausted
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The ‘Riverdale’ actress has urged her followers to foster pets
from their local shelters because the coronavirus pandemic
has led to a steep decline in animal adoption. Camila

shared a photo of herself and her dog hiking in the woods and
wrote on Instagram: “My cuddly lil quarantine companion. Don’t
know what i’d do without her. “Pls consider fostering a furry
friend with all this time you’re spending at home! I adopted truf-
fle from @thelabellefoundation in LA but you can just reach out
to your local animal shelters and see how you can help.” ‘Queer
Eye’ Antoni Porowski  has fostered a pit-beagle mix named Neon
from Austin Pets Alive! in Texas and urged others to follow his
lead. He said in a video shared by the shelter: “It’s very important
for us to support local shelters because they’re getting a lot less
foot traffic during this crazy pandemic. “If you are ready to
adopt, I would encourage you to do that... and If you can’t com-

mit to adopting, I would encourage fostering as well. “You can
commit for a week or two or longer or shorter, and just give them
the nice quality of life that they deserve, because they’re pups
and they love unconditionally.” Last week, Camila Morrone fos-
tered a cute husky pub and branded the move her “single best
decision” while self-quarantining. She wrote: Fostering a puppy
during this quarantine time has been the single best decision. For
all my friends showing interest in doing this, DO IT. You won’t
regret it. These sweet creatures need you so badly.” Two days
later, the actress - who is dating Leonardo DiCaprio - revealed
she had also fostered her dog’s sister. She wrote: “And then it
happened. I’m officially obsessed with fostering. I couldn’t stand
the thought of Jack not being with his sister, so I asked if I could
take in Jill (on the right) as well. These two beauties are looking
for a permanent [home] hopefully together?”

Camila Mendes adopts a dog
to be her ‘quarantine companion’

Clarkson’s 
potty problem during
self-quarantining
Kelly Clarkson had to use her “toddler’s potty”

to relieve herself after being hit by plumbing
issues while self-quarantining. The

‘Breakaway’ hitmaker is currently holed up in a cab-
in in Montana with her husband Brandon Blackstock
and their children River, five, and Remington, three,
amid the coronavirus pandemic and she had to
resort to desperate measures when her toilet was
out of action. She tweeted : “So our plumbing froze
up at our little cabin in Montana and, no joke, I just
used my toddler’s potty. And just like that I have no
pride or shame! Each day brings something I
thought I’d never do hahahaha.” Despite the stress-
ful situation, Kelly is staying positive and trying to
embrace the simple pleasures of life. She shared a
Twitter post of Steve Martin playing the banjo and
wrote: “As if I didn’t love this man enough. Woke up
2 this, snuggling with my 3 yr old little man, coffee n
hand, singing along while he’s playing. I’m gonna
forget that we’re all isolated & remember how lucky
I am today 4 so many things. Thank u 4 this. Simple
yet effective [smile and heart emojis] (sic)”mAnd the
‘Voice’ coach is also using her free time to start

exercising again. She tweeted: “Well it took a pan-
demic but I finally started working out again Rolling
on the floor [laughing face emojis] #silverlining
(sic)” Kelly had been due to kick off her 2020 Las
Vegas residency at the Zappos Theater in Planet
Hollywood on April 1, but earlier this month, she put
the shows on hold until July. In a statement, Kelly
explained: “As you may know, production on ‘The
Kelly Clarkson Show’ was temporarily shut down
late last night and out of concern and care for
everyone’s safety, we have chosen to postpone the
April 1st opening of my Las Vegas residency,
Invincible, until July. “Details regarding ticket
replacement are forthcoming and I can’t wait to see
you this summer. For now, please keep your loved
ones close, safe and healthy.”

Kevin Bacon is delighted with the “positivity and
support” his #IStayHomeFor campaign has
brought. The 61-year-old actor launched the

initiative - which sees someone writing the name of
the person they will stay indoors for during the coron-
avirus pandemic before tagging six friends to do the
same - last week and he’s pleased with how it’s taken
off so far. He told ‘Good Morning Britain’: “I see a lot
of positivity and support for each other. We’ve been
told to stay inside for the best of our ability, but it’s
okay to go out and take a walk and walk a dog, and
get some fresh air. You can do that, but you have to do
that logically.” Kevin explained how he launched the
campaign - which has been embraced by the likes of
David Beckham and Demi Lovato - to serve as a
reminder for those working on the frontline against the
disease and also the “unlikely heroes” who don’t have
an option to stay in. He said: “I want to keep in mind
that there’s a lot of people who cant stay home, and
we should be staying home for them to protect the
first responders and the medical workers and the
unlikely heroes who are coming out of this thing - the
people who work in grocery stores and essential serv-
ices, who don’t have the luxury of staying at home.”
The initiative was sparked by the famous ‘Six Degrees
of Kevin Bacon’ game - which claims people are only
six connections away from the ‘Footloose’ actor - and
he admitted the pandemic has served as a “sad and
scary” reminder as to how bonded everyone is. He
said: “It’s a very, very true idea that we are all con-

nected and this virus is a really sad and scary example
of that, when you see how it is spread to person to
person to person.” The ‘A Few Good Men’ star - who
has children Sosie and Travis with wife Kyra Sedgwick
- has been able to “see” his loved ones but not had any
physical connection with them. He said: “I have family
members who I’ll still see but only outside and at a 10ft
distance, which is really strange. They’re not coming
into the house but I’ll actually be able to see them.”

Bacon is delighted with his
#IStayHomeFor campaign

The ‘Ignition’ hitmaker is currently being held
without bail in a federal prison in Chicago,
Illinois, after being arrested on several sex crime

charges, but his legal team have filed paperwork to
have him released, because of the risk he might catch
coronavirus - which is also known as COVID-19 - if he
stays in the facility. In papers filed in US District Court
in Chicago, his lawyers claim the 52-year-old singer is
within the category of people described as high-risk
by the Centres for Disease Control and Prevention, and

therefore should be allowed to self-isolate away from
other prisoners. The filing also claims that sanitizer and
soap are scarce in the Metropolitan Correctional
Center, where the majority of inmates are kept in small,
two-person cells that make social distancing difficult.
Kelly’s lawyers state: “The visitor’s bathroom on the
entry-level floor of the MCC frequently has no soap or
paper towels available, which makes it difficult for indi-
viduals entering the facility to adequately clean their
hands before visiting. “The courts have long recog-
nized that there is no greater necessity than keeping a
defendant alive, no matter the charge.” A judge is yet
to rule on the singer’s motion, but according to the
Chicago Tribune, prosecutors in New York have asked
that he remain jailed. Earlier this month, it was report-
ed Kelly was having difficulty meeting with his legal
team, as the Metropolitan Correctional Center had
suspended visits for 30 days in an attempt to keep
coronavirus at bay. The ‘I Believe I Can Fly’ hitmaker is
facing multiple charges in various states, including
Chicago and New York, for crimes including sex traf-
ficking, racketeering and child pornography. Kelly has
maintained his innocence and denied all charges
against him.

R. Kelly is asking to be released 
from prison over coronavirus concerns

Carter’s 
girlfriend arrested 
for alleged 
domestic abuse
Aaron Carter’s girlfriend Melanie Martinez has been

arrested for alleged domestic abuse. The 32-year-
old singer and his girlfriend Melanie got into an

argument last Sunday before things allegedly got physical,
and police were called to the scene to arrest Melanie for
alleged domestic abuse. According to TMZ, the Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department was called to Aaron’s
Lancaster home around 11pm on Sunday for a domestic
violence call, and once they arrived on the scene, they took
Melanie into police custody. Law enforcement sources
allege there were visible marks on Aaron’s body, which led
sheriff’s deputies to determine Melanie was the aggressor.
The ‘I Want Candy’ hitmaker claims Melanie scratched him
during the altercation, and cops have confirmed Aaron did
have scratch marks on his body when they arrived at the
house. TMZ reports Melanie is still in custody and being
held on a $50,000 bail. Following the report of the arrest,
Aaron took to social media to speak in more detail about
the altercation, in which he also accused Melanie of break-
ing her dog’s leg. He tweeted: “so sad @peta #ExGf
#DomesticAssault My Heart Is Broken! another girl putting
her hands on me when I try to break up with them for
cheating on me.its m***ed right now ;( and so is my heart
“I’m not in jail for felony assault with animal control looking
for my dog because she broke its leg and didn’t take it to
the hospital #FelonyAssault (sic)” But ultimately Aaron
hopes Melanie can “get the help she deserves”. In a series
of other tweets, he wrote: “#ScornedWomen I hope she
gets the help she deserves. I tried to give her a new life.
“wishing her nothing but the best. but I won’t stand for
#DomesticAssault #Felony charges NOT ME I HAVE no
CRIMiNAL record thanks “so sad, ;( I hope she gets the
help she needs. no one deserves domestic abuse female OR
MALE #DomesticAbuse #Cheater she literally chocked
me out.... i’m devastated (sic)”

The 31-year-old singer has been on the road since
she left home at 16 to tour as a member of
Paramore, and as a result, never learned life skills

such as how to plan meals, stock her fridge, and live on
her own terms. But now she’s stuck in her house as a
result of the coronavirus pandemic, she’s using that time
to work on the domestic skills she never learned as a
teenager. When asked about her home routine, she said:
“Every day is a little bit different. So today, not bad. I
also had a therapy session on the phone and baked. “I
mean, one day I’ll kind of be a little bit existential and
down and then the next day I’m kind of like, ‘Oh, this time
is asking me to slow down and be, give the world a
break.’ And I’ve been both directions. “I left home at 16
to tour, and a lot of the life skills that some of my friends
had, going to college and fending for themselves at an
earlier age than me, I’m learning now,” the star said. “I’m
learning to meal plan and how to stock the fridge cor-

rectly. And it’s just so funny that that’s a skill that I’ve
never acquired. But I’m working at it now and I’m
encouraged.” The ‘Simmer’ hitmaker also said learning
how to live without being “handed” a schedule has been
a challenge, as she was always told exactly how her days

would unfold whilst on tour. She added: “I’m really learn-
ing just how to not have a schedule that’s handed to me
every morning. On the road, we get slipped a sheet of
paper under our hotel room door or it’s posted in the
front of the bus and it’s like, ‘You’re going to do this at
this time. Be ready by this time, soundcheck here.’ ” And
whilst Hayley does use social media to keep in touch
with her friends as she can’t go out to see them, she
insisted she is trying to limit the time she spends on the
platforms in order to keep her mental health in check.
Speaking to Zane Lowe for Apple Music, she said: “I’m
trying to stay off social media as much as I can. It fasci-
nates me how much we’re such animals and we need the
routines and the things to go on, and the sun to come up
and go down, and to be able to feed off of each other. I’m
part comforted and saddened by it because I feel like it’s
just easy to see how lonely we all get when we’re all in
this situation together.”

Hayley Williams using self-isolation to learn important life skills
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Inhabitants of Easter Island are leaning on a tradi-
tional form of ancestral discipline to overcome a
coronavirus-imposed lockdown that threatens the

Pacific island’s vital tourism sector, and consequently
their livelihoods. Situated 3,500 kilometers (2,200
miles) off the coast of Chile, the island of 7,750 people
is renowned for its giant humanoid monoliths called
moais that were sculpted from basalt more than 1,000
years ago. So far, there have been just two confirmed
coronavirus cases on Easter Island, with two or three
more under observation. But the local population can
ill afford the outbreak to spread with just one hospital
and three ventilators on the island.

Faced with this crisis, the locals have turned to the
Tapu, an ancient tradition based on taking care of one-
self that has been passed down through generations of
the native Rapa Nui people. “To accompany this self-
care concept, we’re applying the Rapa Nui tradition,
an ancestral rule based on sustainability and respect,”
said the island’s mayor Pedro Edmunds. “It’s called
Tapu. You can hear about this concept in all the
Polynesian islands.” Tapu is a complex concept related
to secrecy, rules and prohibitions from which the
English word “taboo” derives. “If you say the word
Tapu to a Polynesian, they will immediately tell you
why we have to do Tapu. That’s precisely because they
know and understand what it signifies,” said Edmunds.

It means that the island’s lockdown has been diligent-
ly respected, leading to the virus being prevented from
spreading far and wide. “We’ve applied the Tapu con-
cept for all Rapa Nui and the acceptance has been
incredible,” said Edmunds. “The virus is contained in two
families in the same area, so we know where they are,
who they are, and they’ve been respecting the (isolation)
protocols since the beginning,” Edmunds told AFP.

Tourism impact 
But now, there are greater worries about the pan-

demic’s impact on tourism. On average, 100,000 peo-
ple visit the volcanic Polynesian island each year,
mostly attracted by the mysterious moais. The local

government was quick to react to the spreading pan-
demic in Latin America, closing the island’s borders on
March 11 — a week before Chile’s government in
Santiago did likewise — with the apparition of its first
positive case.

Throughout Chile, there have now been more than
3,000 cases with 16 deaths. A week ago, Easter Island
was put under total lockdown with a nighttime curfew
from 2:00 pm to 5:00 am. On Tuesday, these were
extended for a further two weeks.

Plan B planting 
With streets, beaches and parks deserted, the

indigenous inhabitants have turned to the knowledge
passed down through generations to deal with the cri-
sis. Some indigenous Rapa Nui inhabitants have
already adapted to their new circumstances and start-
ed to cultivate their land, like their ancestors did, said
Sabrina Tuki, who has worked in tourism for 20 years.
“Our family and many families are already applying a
Plan B and we’ve already started planting,” said Tuki,
whose regular work has completely ground to a halt.

Everyone is worried about the coming months.
Edmunds says the island’s inhabitants can last for a
month with the borders closed. But at the end of April,
3,000 people “will be seen begging in the streets for
food from some local or national authority, because
they won’t be able to eat,” said Edmunds. It won’t be
the Rapa Nui, though, according to Edmunds, because
the community has begun to rally together behind its
concept of Tapu. But the island’s other inhabitants, who
make up around half the population and mostly work in
the service industry, will be in trouble.

Taken by surprise 
The mayor doesn’t expect the recovery to come

until August, when tourists would return to the islands.
When it does restart, he’s expecting a reduced capaci-
ty compared to the two flights a week the island was
welcoming until three weeks ago. 

Only one airline, Latam, operated the five-hour

flights from the continent, but like many airlines its
business has been hard hit by the virus. “We’re all
affected; the whole chain, from the biggest agency to
the craftsman,” said Samuel Atan, a hiking guide who
says the crisis caught everyone unawares. The pan-

demic has highlighted the fragility of such a remote
location. Without state subsidies, many could not sur-
vive, Edmunds says. The challenge for the future will
be to improve infrastructure and “re-enchant people to
come back,” said Tuki.—AFP

Easter Island inhabitants turn to 
tradition to tackle virus troubles

View of Moais — stone statues of the Rapa Nui culture —
in Easter Island, 3700 km off the Chilean coast in the
Pacific Ocean.—AFP photos

View of a Moai — a stone statue of the Rapa Nui culture
— on a deserted street in Easter Island.

A ship navigates near the shore of Easter Island. View of boats moored at a pier in Easter Island.

Disney delays Marvel 
blockbusters but hopes 
for summer ‘Mulan’ launch

Disney delayed the releases of more than a
dozen major films Friday, but has not given
up on a summer blockbuster with “Mulan”

now penciled in for a July launch despite the coron-
avirus pandemic. The revised schedule confirmed
eagerly awaited Marvel movies “Black Widow” and
“The Eternals,” as well as the latest “Thor” and
“Doctor Strange” sequels, have all been pushed
back as the virus shutters theaters around the
world. “Black Widow” starring Scarlett Johansson,
the first of the new “phase” of the record-breaking
superhero franchise, will now debut in November,
causing most subsequent installments to move later
in a domino effect.

One untitled Marvel film previously set for sum-
mer 2022 was removed from the schedule entirely.
But in a note of optimism that North American
movie theaters could reopen sooner rather than lat-
er, “Mulan” — a mega-budget live action remake of
the tale of a legendary Chinese warrior — is now
tentatively set to launch July 24. That chimes with
positive notes from National Association of Theatre
Owners officials, who told a webinar Friday that
theaters could reopen late May or June with social
distancing measures in place to seat audience mem-
bers far enough apart.

However, Disney’s “Artemis Fowl” became the
latest major studio film to skip theaters entirely and
move directly to streaming — a trend that has trig-
gered alarm among movie exhibitors. The children’s
book adaptation will debut on Disney+ instead, at
an undisclosed date. The next Indiana Jones film,
currently untitled, was pushed back an entire year
to July 2022, while a confirmed “Captain Marvel”
film bucked the trend by moving to an earlier slot
that same month. —AFP

In this file photo an employee cleans the grounds behind the closed gates of Disneyland Park on the first day of the
closure of Disneyland and Disney California Adventure theme parks as fear of the spread of coronavirus continue, in
Anaheim, California.—AFP 

New Mavis Staples 
song to help Chicago 
seniors hit by virus

Soul legend Mavis Staples on Friday released a
new charity song, “All In It Together”, to raise
funds to help elderly people in Chicago

through the coronavirus. Produced by Jeff Tweedy,
of Wilco fame, 80-year-old Staples said the song
“speaks to what we’re going through now”.
“Everyone is in this together, whether you like it or
not,” said the veteran civil rights campaigner, who
first shot to fame with The Staples Singers. “It does-
n’t matter how much money you have, what race or
sex you are... it can still touch you. 

It’s hit so many people in our country and around
the world in such a horrible way and I just hope this
song can bring a little light to the darkness.” The
song is being released on Bandcamp and all the
main streaming platforms. Proceeds will go to My
Block, My Hood, My City, Staples said, a Chicago
organization ensuring seniors have access to the
essentials needed to fight COVID-19. Staples last
album, “We Get By”, which came out last year, was
written with Ben Harper.—AFP

Quibi, the multi-billion-dollar
streaming platform launching
Monday, is betting it can

transform entertainment with short,
Hollywood-quality clips to watch “on
the go” — even as much of the world
is trapped at home. Industry legends
and stars from Steven Spielberg and
Guillermo del Toro to Jennifer Lopez
and Reese Witherspoon have lined
up to make movies and shows for the
youth-focused, smartphone-only
service.

Tapping into the boom in mobile
video viewing, all content will be
delivered in clips of no more than 10
minutes — or “quick bites.” Every
show must be made in both horizon-
tal and vertical formats, automatical-
ly flipping between the two as view-
ers rotate their phones. But Quibi’s
plans were set long before the coro-
navirus pandemic prompted stay-at-
home orders for billions of people
around the globe — meaning
nobody is quite sure how to measure
success in the months ahead, its CEO
told AFP. “Honestly, we don’t know,
because we are launching in
unprecedented times,” said Meg
Whitman, who previously led eBay.
“I don’t think any of us have ever
seen anything quite like this.”

While presumably fewer people
will now watch during commutes or
coffee breaks, self-isolation could
prompt its own need for quick dis-
tractions, Quibi executives say.
“People still have in-between
moments — it’s just different,” said
Whitman. One such a moment, she
suggested, could come when an
exhausted parent takes a pause from
homeschooling children. “I live on
Zoom calls all day,” she said, refer-
ring to the popular remote confer-

encing software. “But occasionally
I’ll have 10 or 15 minutes between
Zoom calls (and) I’ll watch a Quibi.”

‘A little crazy’ 
A formidable lineup — 50 shows

at launch, with 175 originals in its
first year — helped make Quibi’s
decision to stick with its long-estab-
lished April 6 launch a lot easier, said
Whitman. Big Hollywood names have
committed to work with Quibi thanks
to its founder, Jeffrey Katzenberg, a

towering figure in Tinseltown who
ran Disney Studios for a decade and
co-founded DreamWorks. “We had
enough content in the bank,”
Whitman said. Launch movies such
as psychological thriller “Survive” —
starring “Game of Thrones” alumna
Sophie Turner — and Liam
Hemsworth’s dystopian “Most
Dangerous Game” are expected to
draw early subscribers.

After an initial batch at launch,
one “chapter” will be released per
day, with the aim to rekindle the
“water-cooler moments” of tradi-
tional television. New scripted con-
tent is already scheduled through
late fall. But amid the deep uncer-
tainty facing Hollywood, what comes
next is anyone’s guess. “We certainly
hope the production will be back
online soon,” said Whitman. “We just
don’t know...  You have to tolerate
ambiguity well.”

Quibi also aims to keep users
coming back with daily news, sports
and entertainment shows — a genre
far harder to produce at a time when
studios are closed across the US.
“It’s been a little crazy,” admitted
Whitman, who said many shows will
broadcast from hosts’ homes rather
than specially constructed studios.
“Two weeks ago, we thought maybe
four or five of these ‘Daily Essentials’

would actually not be able to get
into production for us,” she said.
“But they’ve all come on.” 

‘$100,000 a minute’ 
Subscriptions will cost $5 month-

ly with ads, or $8 without. But with
cash short for many as unemploy-
ment surges, Quibi last month
extended its two-week trial period
to a 90-day offer. Quibi must also
compete for younger viewers’ time
with millions of free — often user-
generated — videos hosted by
YouTube, TikTok, Facebook and
Instagram. The assumption is that,
just as HBO transformed television
with its premium subscription con-
tent, Quibi can get people to spend
if the quality is high enough. “We
pay up to $100,000 a minute for our
premium long-form movies and
chapters,” said Whitman.

“What we will produce for the
money that we are spending is very
different to the incredible creativity
of people who are producing shows
for $500 a minute,” she added.
Quibi’s eye-watering budgets are
more comparable to longer-form
streaming platforms such as Netflix,
Amazon Prime, Disney+ and Apple
TV+, with HBO Max and Peacock
set to join the fray shortly. But
Whitman insists Quibi — aiming to
create “the next big wave of story-
telling” — does not view those as
direct rivals.  “There were movies,
there was television, there was
streaming,” said Whitman. “And now
maybe there is this new way to tell
stories for mobile, in Hollywood-
quality ways.”—AFP

Quibi launching Hollywood ‘on 
the go’ streaming amid lockdown

World’s largest jazz festival in 
Montreal cancelled due to pandemic

This year’s Montreal Jazz Festival, the
world’s largest, and other popular summer
jamborees in Canada’s francophone

metropolis were cancelled Friday due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, organizers announced. It
had been scheduled to start on June 25. “This
decision, which was made with our private part-
ners and the government, was not an easy one,
but it had become necessary in order to protect
the public, the artists and our employees,” the
Jazz Festival’s general manager Jacques Primeau
said in a statement.

The Francos de Montreal music festival, which
is put on by the same group and was scheduled
for June 12, was also cancelled, he said. The pair
of summer festivals attract hundreds of thousands
of visitors each year to Canada’s second-largest
city. Organizers of the hugely popular Just for
Laughs Festival, usually held in late July, also
announced Friday that they were postponing the
comedic performances until the fall.  And a
cycling event, the Tour de l’ile, scheduled for June
7, was cancelled. —AFP

In this file photo Quibi CEO Meg Whitman speaks about the short-form video streaming
service for mobile Quibi during a keynote address at the 2020 Consumer Electronics
Show (CES) in Las Vegas, Nevada.
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 increase as oil prices crash. MP Abdulkarim Al-

Kandari called on lawmakers to stand against the 
debt law and reject it, saying the government which 
failed to manage national wealth at times of pros-
perity will not be able to manage the huge loan in 
times of crisis. MP Thamer Al-Suwait said he and 
his colleagues will not allow the passage of the debt 
law, which aims to fulfill the desires of some influen-
tial sectors. 

Meanwhile, 11 opposition lawmakers issued a 
statement in which they said they will not support 
the stimulus package announced by the government 
last week because it lacks clarity and transparency. 
They said that they have strongly supported the 
government during the ongoing crisis, but this does 
not mean that its decisions are immune to question-
ing. They vowed that once the ordeal is over, they 
will raise some issues. 

Dubai imposed a two-week lockdown Saturday 
night and Saudi Arabia sealed off parts of the Red 
Sea city of Jeddah as Gulf states tightened meas-
ures in big cities to contain the spread of the coron-
avirus. Dubai had been under an overnight curfew 
along with the rest of United Arab Emirates since 
March 26. Its Supreme Committee of Crisis and 
Disaster Management said the lockdown would now 
run around the clock for two weeks, state news 
agency WAM said. 

In neighboring Saudi Arabia, authorities 
announced a lockdown and a partial curfew in sev-
en neighborhoods of Jeddah also starting on 

Saturday as part of measures to contain the out-
break, the interior ministry said in a statement. 
Saudi Arabia is worst hit in the six-nation Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) group of Arab oil 
monarchies. It had reported 2,179 cases of con-
firmed infections up until Saturday and 29 deaths. 

In Dubai, mobility will be restricted and legal 
action taken against violators though supermarkets 
and pharmacies, as well as food and drug delivery 
services would continue normal operations, WAM 
said. People can only leave their homes for essential 
purposes and just one family member is permitted 
to go out at any one time. People working in vital 
sectors, or those exempted from restrictions, will 
not be affected. 

Dubai’s metro and tram service will be suspend-
ed for two weeks and free bus transportation and a 
50% discount on taxi rides will be offered during 
the lockdown. The emirate, which had previously 
sealed of the Al Ras area where there is a large 
migrant population, will conduct extensive medical 
tests across densely populated areas. 

The UAE, where infected cases have jumped by 
840 since April, also extended its de facto overnight 
curfew indefinitely to disinfect public areas by 
spraying streets, parks and public transport facili-
ties. Abu Dhabi’s government on Saturday extended 
closure of malls, cinemas, entertainment facilities 
and gyms until further notice, WAM reported. The 
UAE recommends that people wear masks when 
leaving home, a health ministry spokeswoman told a 
news conference on TV. 

In Saudi Arabia, said residents in seven Jeddah 
neighborhoods could only go out for grocery shop-
ping and medical care between 6 am (0300 GMT) 
and 3 pm and movement in and out of the areas will 
be restricted. Similar measures have been 
announced in the past few days in other Saudi 
cities, including the Gulf port of Dammam, the main 

entry point for supply to the kingdom’s oil industry.  
Meanwhile, US President Donald Trump warned 

Americans to brace for a “very horrendous” number 
of coronavirus deaths in the coming days, ahead of 
a rare speech by Queen Elizabeth II on Sunday 
aimed at rallying hard-hit Britain. Global deaths 
from the COVID-19 pandemic have soared past 
60,000, with Europe continuing to bear the brunt 
of the virus which has left roughly half the planet 
confined at home. 

There are now more than 1.2 million confirmed 
cases across the globe, and around 65,000 people 
have died since the virus first emerged in China late 
last year, according to a Johns Hopkins University 
tally. Trump said the United States was entering “a 
time that’s going to be very horrendous” with “some 
really bad numbers”. “This will probably be the 
toughest week,” he said at the White House. “There 
will be a lot of death.” 

Over 45,000 global deaths have been in Europe, 
with Britain reporting a new daily high in fatalities, 
taking the overall toll to 4,300 out of nearly 42,000 
cases. Queen Elizabeth II was to make a rare, 
“deeply personal” speech yesterday to urge people 
to rise to the challenge posed by the coronavirus, 
and personally thank frontline healthcare workers.  

At the Vatican, Pope Francis was expected to 
livestream his Palm Sunday Mass. St Peter’s Square 
is usually packed by Catholic faithful for the occa-
sion, but this year, it will be empty because of 
coronavirus containment measures. There was, 
however, some encouraging news from Europe 
over the weekend. Worst-hit Italy cheered after 
seeing its number of intensive care virus cases 
drop for the first time - from 4,068 on Friday to 
3,994 on Saturday. 

Even some of the most cautious Italian health 
officials seized on the figures as evidence that the 
tide may be turning in the deadliest disaster the 

country has faced since World War II. The daily rise 
in new infections across Italy has also slowed. It 
reported 681 new deaths on Saturday, down from a 
peak of almost 1,000 just over a week ago. 

Spain, which is under a near-total lockdown, saw 
a second successive daily fall in coronavirus-related 
deaths with 809 fatalities. The total number of 
deaths in Spain now stands at 11,947, second only to 
Italy. Although the number of new cases also 
slowed, Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez 
announced an extension of the country’s lockdown 
until April 25. 

New York state, the US epicenter, saw a record 
630 deaths in a single day and Governor Andrew 
Cuomo warned the worst was yet to come. The 
state has recorded a total of 3,565 deaths. Cuomo 
also cautioned that already strained hospitals were 
not prepared. New York City appealed for licensed 
medical personnel to volunteer their services. 
Trump said 1,000 military personnel, mostly doc-
tors and nurses, would be deployed to help in the 
city, which he described as “the hottest of all the 
hot spots”. Several Western countries including the 
US, Germany and France have in recent days 
encouraged the use of masks in public despite ear-
lier saying that only carers needed to cover their 
faces. The U-turn has angered and confused some 
citizens, and spurred a flurry of online tutorials for 
DIY masks. The advice came after some studies 
suggested the new coronavirus can be spread 
through speaking and breathing, not just coughing 
and sneezing. 

US authorities said wearing a simple homemade 
mask or scarf could help stem rocketing infection 
rates. The World Health Organization is reviewing 
its guidance but has said it worries that masks 
could give “a false sense of security”, leading peo-
ple to be more casual about hand washing and 
social distancing.

Lockdown of expat 
areas eyed amid 77...
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 following the period to be dedicated to complet-

ing the current school year for students who do not 
wish to study online.  

The ministry also decided to adopt assessment 
methods for e-learning based on student-teacher 
interaction and communication, attendance, par-
ticipation, homework assignments and students’ 
commitment to doing them in view of the basic 

skills they acquire during the assessed period, 
after giving students a suitable grace period to do 
these tasks.  

As far as tuition fee is concerned, the 2019-2020 
school year regulations set by the ministry include a 
condition banning collecting any fees for students’ 
use of online learning and deferring the payment of 
the delayed fees until the distribution of certificates 
at the end of the school year - be that following the 
online courses or after the conclusion of the period 
dedicated to resuming the current school year stud-
ies. The decision also included a regulatory measure 
that guarantees the privacy of information and data 
transmitted and exchanged between the student 
and the school, and the prohibition of publishing 
anything that might affect this privacy policy.

MoE: E-learning  
optional, classes... Continued from Page 1 

 
“The government has set strict penalties for 

violators of the curfew, including a hefty fine of 
KD 10,000 and imprisonment for up to three 
years, but people still break the curfew, so how do 
we expect them to not break the gathering rule? 
Nobody will get married with the attendance of 
only five people. Even if they limit the celebration 
to their close family, only the parents and siblings 
will number over 20, not mentioning other relatives 
and friends,” said Binessa. 

After the national holidays in February, the docu-
mentation department started operating partially 

from March 1. It also has an emergency WhatsApp 
number: 24991395. “This department provides serv-
ices such as marriage permissions and issuing mar-
riage certificates. After reports were published that 
marriages are still being registered, more people 
got encouraged to get married,” he pointed out. 

“What is good is that those who were in the 
process of getting divorced (by verbally saying 
divorce less than three times) can get back to each 
other before the legal period lapses. The negative 
side is that we can’t control the marriage ceremony 
- an example was a lunch invitation for a marriage 
and the organizer recorded a video of the celebra-
tion with a large number of people gathered,” 
Binessa said. “I have stopped registering marriages, 
especially since my immune system is not very 
strong, and also because I’m doing this service vol-
untarily - it’s not a job. There are 130 malaaches in 
Kuwait, and a large number of them are still provid-
ing their services currently,” he added.

People are still  
getting married...

HEERLEN, Netherlands: A drone is used by police to control people and ask them to respect social dis-
tances at a shopping boulevard on Saturday. — AFP  
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modest private-sector economy has come to a 

grinding halt overnight.   
Iraq is OPEC’s second-biggest oil producer, but 

is ranked among the 20 most corrupt countries in 
the world by Transparency International. The World 
Bank says one in five Iraqis lives under the poverty 
line. Sensing that relying on authorities would be 
unwise, young activists, community figures and 
local religious leaders have come together to try to 
support those with no income. Using donations to 
buy essentials, like lentils, beans, rice and sugar, 
they pack supplies in plastic bags, talk their way 
through checkpoints and distribute them across the 
city.   

Mustafa Issa, a 31-year-old Iraqi Shiite who 
helps distribute food to more than 450 families, told 
AFP he felt bound by a religious duty to help. “It’s 
not like when we were under embargo in the 
1990s,” he said, referring to crippling international 
sanctions imposed on Iraq under former dictator 
Saddam Hussein that made even basic foodstuffs 
unavailable. “Baghdad is full of food right now, but 
people can’t buy it. One construction worker we 
support has a family of eight, and suddenly has no 
income. Another man had sold his cooking gas can-
ister to buy food. A third sold his phone,” he said.  

In a society that deeply values abundance and 
generosity, particularly at the dinner table, some are 
too proud to admit they need help. “One woman 
walked halfway across the city to ask for help at 
another mosque so no one from her own neighbor-
hood would recognize her,” Issa said. One govern-
ment official told AFP that almost half the popula-
tion could be food-poor by May, adding that 
authorities were studying options for subsidies. 

The country imports most of its staples, including 

rice, meat and wheat. Officials say Iraq’s $60 billion 
in reserves would cover more than a year of food 
imports, but already prime minister-designate 
Adnan Zurfi on Saturday expressed worry that the 
government might have to cut public-sector wages. 
Issa was not taking any chances. “We don’t know 
when this crisis will end. It could go on until July. 
Some of us are storing goods for later,” he said. 
“This is more dangerous than Daesh,” he added, 
referring to the Islamic State group that swept 
through a third of Iraq in 2014. That conflict further 
ravaged Iraq’s dilapidated medical infrastructure, 
and there are fears a spike in COVID-19 cases 
would overwhelm hospitals.   

Iraq, which relies on oil revenues for more than 
90 percent of its state budget, is also facing the 
lowest crude prices in more than a decade and a 
paralyzed political class unable to reach consensus 
over a new cabinet. Some Iraqis are taking public 
health into their own hands. Asaad Al-Saadi, 40, has 
turned his Baghdad home into a makeshift work-
shop, producing face masks to help prevent the 
transmission of COVID-19. “I saw the pandemic 
was spreading quickly and the simplest ways to 
fight it weren’t available,” Saadi said. 

He bought two sewing machines and now pro-
duces around 1,000 masks per day. They are dis-
tributed in packs of 10 to needy families. Saadi is 
also considering making other kinds of protective 
gear for under-equipped health workers. Such 
grassroots efforts have swept through the provincial 
capitals of the south, down to the oil-rich port city 
of Basra. Some are led by Iraqi women, in a country 
that remains broadly conservative and where just 15 
percent of working-age women are employed.  

Free food, money discretely slipped to desperate 
Iraqis, landlords suspending rent payments -initia-
tives all independent of government or political 
directives. Mohammad Jabboury, a farm owner in 
Iraq’s west organizing food distributions and urging 
landlords to lower rents, expressed a sense of obli-
gation towards those less fortunate. “It’s our duty to 
help those in need until God saves us from this pan-
demic,” he said. — AFP 

Iraqis rally to help  
needy families as...

ROME/KUALA LUMPUR: A week after Malaysia 
ordered a partial lockdown to slow the spread of the 
coronavirus, construction supervisor Hafi Nazhan saw 
residents in his affluent Kuala Lumpur neighborhood 
jogging outside. He took photos of people flouting the 
stay-at-home order and published them on Twitter, 
receiving hundreds of shares. Hafi’s followers informed 
the police, who subsequently arrested 11 joggers in his 
neighborhood. They were charged with violating the 
movement restriction order and each fined 1,000 ring-
git ($230) in court. 

“I was upset some people did not take this stay-at-
home order seriously. These are well-educated peo-
ple,” Hafi, 26, told the Thomson Reuters Foundation, 
adding that police were spurred into taking action 
after his tweets went viral. As governments around the 
world urge citizens to stay indoors to contain the 
deadly virus, concerned communities are taking sur-
veillance matters into their own hands, reporting 
alleged breaches of quarantine and questioning anyone 
they deem suspicious. 

The respiratory disease - which emerged in China 
late last year - has infected roughly 1.2 million people 
and killed about 65,000, according to a global tally by 
Johns Hopkins University. In Singapore, a Facebook 
post by a man sharing a photo of himself enjoying a 
bowl of bak kut teh - pork rib soup - in a restaurant 
when he should be self-quarantining at home was so 
widely circulated that officials stepped in. Singapore’s 
law minister ordered an investigation and the immigra-
tion authorities told local media the man was likely to 
be charged, although they did not respond to requests 
seeking comment. 

In New Zealand, which is under a one-month shut-
down, a police website set up to allow residents to 
report their neighbours who break isolation rules 
crashed hours after going live. The website has 
received about 14,000 reports in less than a week 
since its March 29 launch, New Zealand police said in 
an email. They reportedly include people playing fris-
bee and holding parties. 

In Italy, which has been under lockdown for weeks, 
fraying tempers have led to people being insulted from 

balconies or photographed and put on social media. In 
Spain, locals have also begun posting videos of people 
going for a run, walking in the park, riding a bike - all 
prohibited activities - on social media. 

Such tip-offs and videos have sparked a debate 
over digital ethics with some arguing that normal pri-
vacy rules do not apply in a health emergency because 
the information is in the public interest. “When we are 
all threatened with the risk of catching a lethal, incur-
able disease I see no reason why individuals should not 
report their legitimate concerns to the authorities,” 
said David Watts, former privacy commissioner for 
Australia’s Victoria state. 

“There is not much point having privacy rights 
when you are dead,” added Watts, who now teaches 
information law and policy at Melbourne-based La 
Trobe University. For David Lindsay, law professor at 
the University of Technology Sydney, privacy is “not 
an absolute right and must always be balanced against 
other rights and interests”. “The balance struck obvi-
ously depends upon circumstances, and a global pan-
demic is an extreme event,” he said. 

Still, both Watts and Lindsay said the balance 
between privacy and surveillance should be reset when 
the pandemic is over. Others, like Joseph Cannataci, 
the United Nations special rapporteur on the right to 
privacy, fear surveillance measures ranging from facial 
recognition to phone tracking could outlast the current 
crisis. “Dictatorships and authoritarian societies often 
start in the face of a threat,” he told the Thomson 
Reuters Foundation this week. 

Community surveillance could also end up being 
used “in a malicious way, particularly to replicate prej-
udice or bias”, warned Raman Jit Singh Chima, Asia 
policy director at digital rights group Access Now. 
“Often the people who might be reported on will be 
the least privileged, or might be belong to, in the case 
of India, lower caste communities or people who have 
to work outside,” he said. Human rights experts worry 
that the tens of thousands of migrant workers who 
returned to Myanmar after a shutdown in neighboring 
Thailand’s left them jobless will come under intense 
scrutiny.  — Reuters 

Many residents take coronavirus  
surveillance into their own hands
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I know this is difficult as nations find themselves 

increasing domestic spending by record amounts. But 
that spending will be in vain if we don’t control the 
virus. Coordinated swaps among central banks can also 
bring liquidity to emerging economies.  Debt alleviation 
must also be a priority - including immediate waivers 
on interest payments for 2020.   

Third, recover better. We simply cannot return to 
where we were before COVID-19 struck, with societies 
unnecessarily vulnerable to crisis. The pandemic has 
reminded us, in the starkest way possible, of the price 
we pay for weaknesses in health systems, social pro-
tections and public services. It has underscored and 
exacerbated inequalities, above all gender inequity, 

laying bare the way in which the formal economy has 
been sustained on the back of invisible and unpaid care 
labor. It has highlighted ongoing human rights chal-
lenges, including stigma and violence against women.   

Now is the time to redouble our efforts to build 
more inclusive and sustainable economies and societies 
that are more resilient in the face of pandemics, climate 
change and other global challenges. The recovery must 
lead to a different economy.  Our roadmap remains the 
2030 Agenda and Sustainable Development Goals. 

The United Nations system is fully mobilized: 
Supporting country responses, placing our supply 
chains at the world’s disposal, and advocating for a 
global ceasefire. Ending the pandemic everywhere is 
both a moral imperative and a matter of enlightened 
self-interest. At this unusual moment, we cannot resort 
to the usual tools. Extraordinary times demand extraor-
dinary measures. We face a colossal test which 
demands decisive, coordinated and innovative action 
from all, for all.   

NOTE: This article first appeared in The Guardian 

All hands on deck  
to fight a once in...
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Yesterday’s SolutionDaily SuDoku

Find the way

A rather disconcerting rumor about your job 
could reach your ears, Aries. Perhaps you’ll hear that the 
company is being sold or undergoing a shakeup in the hier-
archy. You might get caught up in a frenzy of worry about 
whether or not you’ll stay on. Before jumping to any conclu-
sions, phone someone who knows what’s going on and find 
out the truth. What you’ve heard is probably just gossip.

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Gemini (May 21-June 20)  

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Leo (July 23-August 22) 

Virgo (August 23-September 22) 

Libra (September 23-October 22) 

Scorpio (October 23-November 21) 

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21) 

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

 Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Aquarius (January 20- February 18) 

A rather upsetting dream could disturb your 
sleep tonight, Leo. When you wake up and focus on the real 
world, it could seem so bizarre as to not be worthy of seri-
ous consideration. Nonetheless, write it down. After some 
time has passed, go over the symbols and see what they 
suggest to you. The dream is trying to tell you something 
about a specific situation in your life, albeit in a weird way!

A colleague or possibly a romantic partner 
could be in a rather touchy mood today, Virgo. Therefore, 
you might find this person difficult to deal with. You could 
get a bit irritated and wonder if this person is worth the 
aggravation he or she is causing you. Don’t do anything 
foolish. This mood will pass. Try to stay out of your friend’s 
way, if possible. All should be back to normal by tomorrow.

An unexpected visit from someone who lives 
far away is likely to throw your schedule off kil-

ter, Capricorn. Even though you’ll be glad to see your 
friend, the visit could require a lot of calls to break 
appointments and postpone meetings. Once that’s done, 
however, you’ll have a good visit. You and your friend 
should each have a lot to report. You’ll talk for hours. Relax 
and have some fun!

An unexpected financial setback could have 
you reeling at first, Aquarius. Perhaps an emergency, such 
as a toothache or car breakdown, requires a substantial 
expenditure that you hadn’t planned for. You can proba-
bly find a way to deal with the crisis. You may have 
resources to draw upon that you aren’t aware of now. Go 
over all your finances and you could be pleasantly sur-
prised. Hang in there!

You could be feeling restless and frustrated due 
to a temporary separation from a partner, Pisces, perhaps a 
business partner but more likely a romantic one. Phone con-
tact could be difficult as well, because you could both be 
busy and keep missing each other. Find something fascinat-
ing to do that will take your mind off the situation. Get 
together with friends and have some fun. 

A number of great ideas either for new creative 
projects or enhancing ongoing ones could pop into your 
head during the day, Taurus. If you don’t write them down 
immediately, they could just as easily pop right out again, 
never to return! With all your responsibilities, you could have 
a rather frantic day as your mind constantly shifts from one 
focus to another. Stay with it. You can handle it.

A person with whom you work, probably a 
woman, could leave suddenly without notice or 

stated reason, Gemini. This could be confusing, and you 
might find yourself wondering if there are changes within 
the company that you know nothing about. Try to learn 
exactly why this person left. If you can’t ask him or her direct-
ly, discreetly ask someone who might know.

Someone you’ve wanted to hear from for a 
long time, perhaps an old friend who lives far away, could 
ring you up today while you’re out, Cancer. You’ll be happy to 
get the message, but it could result in a frustrating game of 
phone tag throughout the day. Don’t get so irritated you give 
up. Keep trying. You’ll eventually touch base, and you’ll be 
glad you did!

You tend to be very intuitive, Libra, but today 
you could find your psychic abilities short-circuit. If you 
give readings, don’t schedule any for today. This isn’t to say 
your abilities are blocked, but they aren’t as dependable as 
they usually are. Likewise, your imagination isn’t as reliable 
either. Don’t worry. This is just typical writer’s or artist’s 
block. You’ll be back to normal by tomorrow.

Some rather upsetting news about a friend 
could come to you today, Scorpio, probably over the 
phone. This could be the truth, but more likely the facts 
have been distorted in the retelling. In fact, what you’re 
hearing may actually be nothing more than gossip. Phone 
someone who might know what’s really going on, prefer-
ably the friend you heard about, and check the facts 
before driving yourself crazy.

Today you could receive a lucky career break of 
some kind that brings some extra money your 

way, Sagittarius. The downside is that you might have to put 
in many extra hours. Your good fortune could cause tempo-
rary problems in your personal life. Your significant other and 
family members could be disgruntled. Point out that it may 
be inconvenient now, but everyone will be better off in the 
long run.

Color It Crossword
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PARIS: Fly-half Finn Russell said he was targeting
Scotland’s summer tour as a return to the Test scene
after missing the Six Nations following a breakdown
in his relationship with coach Gregor Townsend.

Russell, who has 49 Test appearances, was un-
available for his country earlier this year after leaving
the national set-up before the start of the tourna-
ment. Townsend’s side are set to head to South Africa
for two matches and New Zealand for a Test in July
but the fixtures are in doubt due to the coronavirus
pandemic.

“The stuff in the Six
Nations is done now, I’m
not looking at that and
thinking we need to look
back, it is just how can we
move forward and how can
we get better as a team?”
Russell told broadcasters
BT Sport.

“If the summer tour
goes ahead or not, I think
that’s the target. “That’s my
plan anyway, to try and get
back by then,” Russell added. The 27-year-old said
the press had made an issue out of his disagreement
with Townsend.

“There wasn’t a massive fallout, I think things were
blown out of proportion a bit which happens in the
media,” the Racing 92 outside-half said. “We are
speaking, it is not like there was a massive disagree-
ment or ‘I am never playing for you again’,” he added.

But Russell said their relationship had improved on
a personal level since the COVID-19 outbreak

started. “I have been chatting to Gregor the last cou-
ple of weeks, not as player-coach but just as a chat
in terms of ‘how you getting on? What you doing in
isolation? What you been up to?’,” he said.

“It was up and down during the Six Nations but I
think we are both going to move forward in terms of
progressing, which is great.”

Meanwhile, two Fiji rugby players have been ar-
rested for ignoring the Pacific nation’s coronavirus
self-isolation rules, with local authorities saying their
“irresponsible behaviour” would be reported to

rugby’s world governing
body. 

The two men have not
been publically identified
but the Fiji Rugby Union
confirmed they were pro-
fessionals and media re-
ported them variously to be
sevens players and interna-
tionals. 

Fiji are the Olympic sev-
ens champions and were
third in the current world

series before it was put on hold because of the coro-
navirus pandemic.

Prime Minister Frank Bainimarama accused the
players of putting “the whole of Fiji at risk”. He said
one player, who arrived from Singapore, “had a high
risk of exposure to the virus while overseas” and then
escaped from isolation in a Fiji hospital.

“Unlucky for him he couldn’t step his way past our
Fiji police force. He has been arrested and is in isola-
tion at Nadi hospital,” Bainimarama said.

The Fiji Rugby Union would take “appropriate dis-
ciplinary actions against the professional rugby play-
ers, including reporting this highly irresponsible
behaviour to their clubs and World Rugby,” chief ex-
ecutive John O’Connor said. 

“The Fiji rugby family wants to put on record our

great disappointment at the irresponsible behaviour
of these two players putting their families and other
Fijians at risk. “Such irresponsible behaviour is totally
unacceptable, and we support the actions of the po-
lice in arresting these two players and any further ac-
tion taken against them.” —AFP

Exile fly-half Russell targets 
Scotland return with July tour

Fiji rugby players arrested for breaching virus isolation

Finn Russell (right) with coach Gregor Townsend.

Putting ‘whole 
of Fiji at risk’

Photo of the Day

PETRA: Miles Daisher performs a BASE jump at The Treasury in Petra, Jordan. — Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

‘It’s quite eerie’: 
Horses race on in 
Australia and Asia
SYDNEY: Punters in the UK had to make do with a
virtual Grand National this weekend, but in Australia
and Asia they are still able to enjoy a flutter on the
real thing, albeit only online.

Sydney’s autumn racing festival burst out of the
gates Saturday to little fanfare on an Australia Derby
Day held without the customary throngs of well-
dressed spectators. Royal Randwick racecourse was
open only to “essential” Racing New South Wales
and Australian Turf Club staff, as well as a handful of
participants and media.

Owners were kept away as jockeys competed in
the first day of the Aus$20 million (US$12 million)
“The Championships”, though the day’s races were
broadcast live with bets taken online.

Champion New Zealand trainer Murray Baker
recorded a fifth win in the Derby with Quick Thinker
and one he is likely never to forget — he had to watch
it from his sofa back home in Cambridge on the other
side of the Tasman Sea.

“When you’re in lockdown, any win is good,”
Baker told the Sun-Herald newspaper. 

“We’ve got no horses here, there are no cars driv-
ing past, so it’s quite eerie,” Baker said before reveal-
ing how he would celebrate.“I can have a beer,” he
said. “I’ll have more than one.”

Racing in Australia has continued behind closed
doors in all states except Tasmania, which last week
enforced a shutdown. Five cards were scheduled on
Sunday from New South Wales to Western Australia
while in Asia, behind closed doors meetings were also
taking place in Hong Kong and Japan. 

Horse racing is one of the few global sports to
be left standing in the face of the coronavirus pan-
demic, though the Singapore Turf Club finally caved
in on Friday and suspended all racing until May 4
after soldiering on with a reduced programme in
March. —AFP

April 6, 1996
SOCCER - Manchester United’s Eric

Cantona celebrates after scoring the
opening goal from the penalty spot in a
3-2 Premier League win over Manches-
ter City at Maine Road, Manchester.
Cantona later turned provider, setting up
goals for Andy Cole and Ryan Giggs as
United won to stay top of the Premier
League. United wrapped up the title with
a 3-0 win against Middlesbrough on the
final day of the season and then beat Liv-
erpool 1-0 in the FA Cup final to com-
plete a domestic double, with Cantona
scoring the only goal of the game.

April 6, 2000
GOLF - Six-times Masters champion

Jack Nicklaus with fellow legends Arnold
Palmer and Gary Player at the Augusta
National Golf Club, Georgia. Nicklaus,
who has won the most majors (18) of any
golfer, made the cut in a field littered with
past champions but Player and Palmer
missed out. Nicklaus struggled throughout
the course and eventually tied for 54th, 25
strokes behind winner Vijay Singh.

April 6, 2000
SOCCER - Leeds United manager

David O’Leary walks off after his side’s
2-0 defeat by Galatasaray in a UEFA Cup
semi-final match overshadowed by the
deaths of two Leeds fans in Istanbul. A
fight broke out between the two sets of
fans on the eve of the match and two
Leeds supporters were stabbed to death.
The game still went ahead the next day
and goals from Hakan Sukur and Carlos
Alberto de Oliveira gave the Turkish side
a 2-0 victory.

April 6, 2002
SUMO WRESTLING - Emanuel

Yarbrough, the world’s heaviest sumo
wrestler weighing 350 kg (771.62 lb),
looks down at a young boy after his ex-
hibition match during the Czech Sumo
Open in Prague. Yarbrough, who was an
ambassador for the sport in the United
States, also tried his hand at Mixed Mar-
tial Arts and professional wrestling but
did not enjoy much success. The Ameri-
can had a history of ill health and died in
2015 at the age of 51.

April 6, 2002
HORSE RACING - Tape goes up

signalling the start of the 155th Grand
National at Aintree in Liverpool. Jockey

Jim Culloty, riding 20-1 shot Bindaree,
beat Richard Johnson, who was riding
What’s Up Boys, by a length and three
quarters. Culloty, who won the Chel-
tenham Gold Cup a few weeks earlier,
got to ride Bindaree after an injury to
fellow jockey Jamie Goldstein. Bindaree
looked to be in trouble after being over-
taken by What’s Up Boys over the last
fence but Culloty manoeuvred him back
into the lead to pick up the win and col-
lect 290,000 pounds ($355,540) in
prize money.

April 6, 2003
FORMULA ONE - Michael Schu-

macher’s Ferrari crashes into Antonio Piz-
zonia’s Jaguar during the 71-lap Brazilian
Grand Prix, which was abandoned on lap
56 due to crashes that blocked the circuit
in Sao Paulo. Pizzonia and Juan Pablo
Montoya both aquaplaned and crashed
on lap 25 and Schumacher followed suit
two laps later, failing to finish a race for
the first time since the 2001 German
Grand Prix. Mark Webber later crashed
into the barricades and Fernando Alonso,
unaware of the yellow flags, struck one of
the wheels of the Australian’s car and lost
control. The injured Alonso was trans-
ported to hospital and the race called off,
with the win initially awarded to Kimi
Raikkonen but later given to Giancarlo

Fisichella on appeal.

April 6, 2004
CRICKET - Children enjoy a game of

beach cricket during England’s tour of
West Indies which is best remembered
for Brian Lara’s 400 in the final game of
the four-test series. Lara had accumu-
lated only 100 runs in three tests, but
made England toil on a flat surface in An-
tigua, scoring a quadruple century and
breaking the record for the highest indi-
vidual test score of 380, which belonged
to Matthew Hayden. West Indies lost the
series 3-0.

April 6, 2007
SAILING - Crew members of Amer-

ica’s Cup defender Alinghi prepare to
round the windward mark on the fifth
flight during the fourth day of the Valen-
cia Louis Vuitton Act 13 fleet race in Va-
lencia. Acts were a series of races held in
the lead up to the Louis Vuitton Cup,
which served as a qualification event for
the prestigious America’s Cup. Act 13
consisted of seven fleet races, four of
which were won by Alinghi, a Swiss team
racing under the colours of SociÈtÈ
Nautique de Geneve.

April 6, 2008
BASEBALL - Toronto Blue Jays sec-

ond baseman John McDonald and Ver-
non Wells collide in front of Alex Rios on
a fly ball hit by Boston Red Sox batter
Kevin Youkillis during the eighth inning
of their MLB American League baseball
game in Toronto. The Blue Jays com-
pleted a three-game sweep of the Red
Sox with a 7-4 victory after Frank
Thomas’ 11th grand slam and Vernon
Wells’ two-run homer put them in a com-
manding position. The defeat left the Red
Sox, the world series champions, in last
place in the American League East for
the first time in three years.

April 6, 2010
SOCCER - Barcelona’s Lionel Messi

celebrates after scoring one of his four
goals against Arsenal during their
Champions League quarter-final sec-
ond-leg match at the Nou Camp,
Barcelona. Four years after being left
out of the Barcelona side that beat Ar-
senal in the 2006 final, Messi tormented
the London club, scoring all four goals
in a 4-1 win and overtaking Rivaldo as
Barcelona’s all-time top scorer in the
competition. Messi ended the season
with 47 goals in all competitions, help-
ing Barcelona retain their La Liga title,
but his team were beaten by eventual
champions Inter Milan in the Champi-
ons League semi-finals. — Reuters

On this day — April 6
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MANCHESTER: The players union representing
Premier League footballers has questioned the
league’s call for a 30% player wage reduction amid
the coronavirus crisis, saying it would reduce tax rev-
enue for the National Health Service.

The stance taken by the union raises the prospect
of a damaging public wrangle over the salaries of
some of the best paid footballers in the world at a
time when Britain is facing a major public health crisis.
The union’s apparent reluctance to endorse player
wage reductions emerged after
Premier League leaders and
European champions Liver-
pool joined other clubs in an-
nouncing they had furloughed
some of their non-playing staff.

This would make them eligi-
ble for public money through
the government’s Coronavirus
Job Retention Scheme. “Con-
cerned about the turn football
talks have taken tonight,” Oliver Dowden, Britain’s
Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and
Sport, wrote on twitter.

“People do not want to see infighting in our na-
tional sport at a time of crisis. Football must play its
part to show that the sport understands the pressures
its lower paid staff, communities and fans face.”

Player representatives of the 20 Premier League
clubs and officials from the Professional Footballers
Association (PFA) union met with the Premier League
on Saturday.

The clubs had agreed on Friday to consult their
players regarding a combination of conditional wage

reductions and deferrals amounting to 30 percent of
total annual pay.

The league outlined the possible financial damage
that could be caused if the season does not resume,
having been frozen due to the coronavirus outbreak
since March 13.

The league warned that broadcasters could de-
mand 762 million pounds ($934 million) in refunds on
games that they would not be able to show. Losses in
sponsorship and matchday revenue would also im-

pact the game.
The talks on Saturday were

not described as a negotiation
and no decision was expected
to be taken, but the PFA issued
a lengthy statement, not attrib-
uted to any official, which
questioned the logic of the
league’s stance.

“The players are mindful
that... the combined tax on their

salaries is a significant contribution to funding essen-
tial public services - which are especially critical at
this time,” the statement said.

“Taking a 30% salary deduction will cost the Ex-
chequer substantial sums. This would be detrimental
to our NHS and other government-funded services.”

The PFA added that the proposed 30% salary de-
duction over a 12-month period would equate to over
500 million pounds in wage reductions and a loss in
tax contributions of over 200 million to the govern-
ment. The 20 Premier League captains held a confer-
ence call on Thursday to discuss ways in which they
could make a contribution or donation.

The PFA, which is mainly funded via Premier League
broadcast revenue payments, said that the players
wanted to provide financial help. “All Premier League
players want to, and will, play their part in making sig-
nificant financial contributions in these unprecedented

times,” the statement said.
“All Premier League players fully appreciate their

role and responsibilities in society during this current
crisis. They care deeply for those who are suffering with
loss, health and hardship at the moment.”— Agencies

Premier League pay row adds to 
pressure on game amid pandemic

Kenny replaces McCarthy as Ireland coach

Britain facing 
major public 
health crisis

DUNDALK: In this file photo taken on September 29, 2016 Dundalk’s Irish manager Stephen Kenny applauds
the fans following the UEFA Europa League group D football match between Dundalk and Maccabi Tel Aviv at
the Tallaght Stadium in Dundalk, north-east Ireland. — AFP

NEW DELHI: Players are putting pressure on
cricket authorities to plan a shortened Twenty20
Indian Premier League later in the year to “kick-
start” the sports economy after the coronavirus
lockdown.

The world’s richest cricket tournament has
been postponed until April 15, which coincides
with the end of India’s 21 day nationwide shut-
down to halt the spread of the pandemic.

But with the number of cases and deaths ris-
ing and India isolated from international travel,
few believe any sport will be possible in the sub-
continent for at least three months. “Let’s say
July-August is the earliest,” said Kevin Pietersen,
the former England batsman. 

“I do truly believe the IPL should happen. I
think every single player around the world is
desperate to play the IPL,” he said on Indian
broadcaster Star Sports. Pietersen suggested the
eight-team tournament be shortened from its
normal eight-week duration and played behind
closed doors.

“There could be a way in which to get some
money into the franchises, into the economy by
having a situation where you use maybe three
venues which are completely closed to fans,”
said Pietersen.

“And the players can still go out and play the
tournament in three weeks or in four weeks. “I
think the fans need to understand they can’t
watch a live game at the moment and they might
not be able to watch a live game for the foresee-
able future.”

The league is a huge revenue earner for the
Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) and
is estimated to generate more than $11 billion for
the Indian economy. Chinese mobile phone-
maker Vivo paid $330 million to be the league’s
top sponsor for 2018-2022.

Former India batsman Sanjay Manjrekar said
the league, which involves stars such as Eng-
land’s Ben Stokes, David Warner and Pat Cum-
mins of Australia, and India captain Virat Kohli,
will inject life into the virus-ravaged economy.

“The moment we get clearances from all the
authorities that matter, the IPL should happen,
only because it will kickstart the economy,” said
the cricketer-turned-commentator.

“Because when you talk about the IPL it’s not
just about the Mumbai Indians, or a (Mahendra
Singh) Dhoni or a Virat Kohli, there are a lot of
people who are making their livelihood through
the IPL.”

Stokes and Cummins have already voiced
their eagerness to participate in the IPL. Kolkata
Knight Riders-contracted Cummins said “every-
one’s still really keen for it (IPL) to all go ahead”.
BCCI president Sourav Ganguly has conceded
the IPL will be a “truncated” affair if it happens
at all.

Meanwhile, Royal Challengers Bangalore
need to rediscover the joy of cricket if they are
to end their Indian Premier League (IPL) title
drought, captain Virat Kohli has said.

Star-studded Bangalore have reached three
finals of the Twenty20 league but are one of only
three existing franchises — along with Delhi and
Punjab — not to have won the title.

“You go after something so badly, and it
keeps running away from you,” Kohli told former
England batsman and ex-RCB team mate Kevin
Pietersen in an Instagram chat.—Agencies

Pressure grows 
for IPL behind 
closed doorsBRUSSELS: The Belgian Football Association (URB-

SFA) announced on Saturday that it is working with
UEFA toward a “constructive” solution regarding the
premature end to the Belgian championship.

On Thursday, the Belgian Pro League recom-
mended that the season be declared finished due to
the coronavirus pandemic with the present table ac-
cepted as final. It became the first European league

to propose such a measure, though others could fol-
low. On Friday, the governing body of European foot-
ball (UEFA), in a joint statement with the European
Club Association and the European Leagues, warned
that “abandoning domestic competitions is, at this
stage, premature and not justified”.

UEFA threatened to ban all teams from European
competitions next season if they did not complete
their league season.  The URBSFA released a state-
ment on Saturday saying that its president, Mehdi
Bayat, had spoken to the president of the governing
body of European football, Aleksander Ceferin. 

The statement did not specify the nature of this
“jointly” negotiated solution, saying only that the Bel-
gian association would present the UEFA executive
committee with its “recommendations for stopping its
championship”.

The Pro League board’s voted unanimously on
Thursday to advise its general assembly not to re-
sume the 2019-2020 first division campaign. Club
Brugge, who are 15 points clear with 11 matches to
play, would become Belgian champions. 

The AGM is expected to ratify this decision on 15
April but its board will present the proposal to
UEFA’s executive committee.  The Belgian federation,
which will also present its recommendations and aims
to “preserve Belgium’s European places in the 2020-
2021 season”, said the statement.

The statement also reminded UEFA that it had
called for solidarity within European football during
the coronavirus crisis and said Bayat had “advocated
a flexible approach to this concept, which allows the
specific circumstances of each league to be taken into
account.” — AFP

Belgian federation 
in UEFA talks over 
end to its season

LONDON: Australia coach Justin Langer believes re-
suming cricket behind closed doors when it is safe to
do so will have “great value” for the public, deprived
of action by the coronavirus shutdown.

Like almost the entire sporting schedule around
the world, cricket has been halted by the pandemic,
with no return date set in stone. One of the options
being mooted is to have the sport resume after re-
strictions have been lifted, but in empty stadiums.

“When you started off playing cricket, when you
were under age, there’s no crowds there,” he told BBC
Radio. “You played it because you loved playing the
game, you loved playing with your mates and you
loved playing the game.

“For the love of the game, and for still being able
to entertain people through TV sets or radio, then
there’s value in (playing behind closed doors). “Yes
it’s different, but we’ll never, ever, ever take for
granted how lucky we are ever again.”

World Cup-winning captain Eoin Morgan said this
week that he was open to England fielding two teams
on the same day at separate venues if the coronavirus
led to a compressed home international season. —AFP

Langer backs
cricket behind
closed doors

SYDNEY: Justin Langer (right) and Aaron Finch during a training session in Sydney.

MANAGUA: Football in Nicaragua is enjoying a
surge in popularity as one of the few national
leagues where games are still ongoing but players
in action there are concerned about the spread of
the new coronavirus and say fear has changed the
way they play.

“We try to avoid touching other players,” Carlos
Mosquera, goalkeeper with Deportivo Las Sa-
banas, told Reuters. “Football has changed, be-
cause you don’t go in for a 50-50 ball with the
same intensity.”

“The fear of what is happening in the world is
always present. Mentally, you’re not focused on the
game, you are always thinking that opponents may
have the disease.”

The Primera Liga de Nicaragua is one of only
four leagues believed to have survived the coron-
avirus lockdown, along with those in Belarus, Bu-
rundi and Tajikistan.

Games in the Central American nation are being
played behind closed doors but are being broad-
cast locally on television or live on Facebook. The

refusal to shut down has drawn global attention to
football in a nation that has long preferred baseball,
a sport that is also resisting a lockdown in
Nicaragua.

The secretary general of the Nicaraguan Foot-
ball Federation, Jose Maria Bermudez, said fans
from around the world are now tuning in to watch
games and bet on them.

“We can tell from monitoring these things that
more people are paying attention, particularly on
betting sites,” Bermudez said in a phone interview.

“It has no effect on us financially - people win
or lose money, we don’t get more money - but we
can see that people are following us because we
are one of the few countries where football is still
going on.”

Bermudez also said with live sport almost en-
tirely absent from the world’s TV screens, at least
one foreign company had been in touch with the
local rights holder, state-run Canal 6, asking to
broadcast Nicaraguan games live.

That could result in a windfall for the unheralded
league. Bermudez stressed that the 10-team league
has not decided to complete their season, merely
“to keep playing for as long as the situation per-
mits.” There are five regular season matches to play
before the top four teams go into a semi-final and
final round play-off expected to begin in late April.
He pointed out that Nicaragua has recorded only
a handful of cases of the new coronavirus and no
deaths so far.

“The situation here is almost normal, there are
only four cases of coronavirus and three were im-
ported,” Bermudez said. “We were given informa-
tion by the health officials and we took a decision
based on that. We are not the government, we run
football.”

“If things get worse or out of control we will
have to suspend the tournament to protect lives.”
The number of confirmed cases had risen to five by
Friday. Players said they were not consulted about
the decision to keep playing, which was taken after
a meeting between the league and club owners,
many of whom get financial support from the gov-
ernment of Nicaragua’s authoritarian president
Daniel Ortega.

Ortega has insisted Nicaragua is taking the most
sensible approach to dealing with the pandemic.
Critics say he wants to show the world that life in
Nicaragua continues as normal.

Washington imposed sanctions on Nicaragua
following a crackdown on opposition protests in
2018. Some members of the European Union have
accused Ortega of jailing and torturing political
prisoners and banning human rights groups and
media outlets, something the government denies.

Some players lined up for games this week wear-
ing masks and gloves. Players at Deportivo Las Sa-
banas club told Reuters they needed to keep playing
to support their families, and half-jokingly said the
newfound interest in Nicaraguan football could help
win them a transfer to a bigger club. — Reuters

Nicaraguan footballers
playing on but
players fear virus
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Liverpool blasted over virus furlough

LONDON: Liverpool were accused of betraying their
“morals and values” on Saturday for their move to
furlough non-playing staff during the coronavirus
pandemic as Premier League stars warned of a £200
million ($245 million) shortfall in government coffers
if 30 percent wage cuts were introduced.

Premier League leaders Liverpool said they would
top up the public money made available from the
government to ensure staff on temporary leave re-
ceived their full salaries. It follows similar moves by
Newcastle, Tottenham, Bournemouth and Norwich to
take advantage of the scheme, under which employers
can claim for 80 percent of furloughed employees’
wages. But former Reds players Jamie Carragher and
Stan Collymore strongly criticised the move by the
European champions, who in February announced
pre-tax profits of £42 million ($51 million) for
2018/19.

“(Manager) Jurgen Klopp showed compassion for
all at the start of this pandemic, senior players heavily
involved in @premierleague players taking wage cuts.
Then all that respect & goodwill is lost, poor this
@LFC,” tweeted Carragher.

Collymore was even more forthright, tweeting: “I
don’t know of any Liverpool fan of any standing that
won’t be anything other than disgusted at the club for
furloughing staff.”

Another former Anfield star, Germany’s Dietmar
Hamann tweeted: “Astonished by the news that @LFC
takes advantage of the furlough scheme to claim 80%
of non-playing staff wages back off the government. 

“That’s not what the scheme was designed for.
Contrary to the morals and values of the club I got to
know.” Liverpool said staff would be paid 100 per-
cent of their salaries to ensure
nobody was financially disad-
vantaged.

A statement from the club
said: “Even prior to the decision
on staff furloughing, there was
a collective commitment at sen-
ior levels of the club — on and
off the pitch — with everyone
working towards a solution that
secures jobs for employees of
the club during this unprecedented crisis.”

Meanwhile, the Professional Footballers’ Associa-
tion warned of a £200 million shortfall in British gov-
ernment tax revenues if a 30% pay cut was
introduced for players. “All Premier League players
want to, and will, play their part in making significant
financial contributions in these unprecedented times,”
said a PFA statement after a meeting with the Premier
League. “We welcomed the opportunity to discuss

this and we are happy to continue talks.” However,
the PFA insisted it was too simplistic to criticise multi-
millionaire players for not easily agreeing to salary
cuts. “The proposed 30 percent salary deduction
over a 12-month period equates to over £500m in
wage reductions and a loss in tax contributions of
over £200m to the government,” the PFA statement

added. “What effect does this
loss of earning to the govern-
ment mean for the National
Health Service?”

The Premier League has
been seen as lagging behind
other European leagues in its
response to coronavirus and
was accused by one British
lawmaker of operating in a
“moral vacuum”. In Spain,

Barcelona and Atletico Madrid players have already
agreed to pay cuts of 70% while the stars of Italian
champions Juventus will be paid a reduced amount
for the next four months.

England defender Danny Rose, on loan at New-
castle from Tottenham, told the BBC players were
“keen to make something happen”.

“I can only speak for myself but I would have no
problems whatsoever contributing some of my wages

to people who are fighting this on the front line and
to people who have been affected by what’s happen-
ing at the minute,” he said.

On Friday, a hospital in London identified Rose as
the individual behind a £19,000 donation. Liverpool
skipper Jordan Henderson has led talks between Pre-
mier League club captains over what action they
could take, a move that began before Britain’s Health
Secretary Matt Hancock on Thursday joined those
singling out footballers. “It was just not needed for
people who are not involved in football to tell foot-
ballers what they should do with their money,” added
Rose.  “I found that so bizarre.”

‘SAFE AND APPROPRIATE’ 
Burnley issued a stark warning on Saturday about

the potential financial fallout from the coronavirus
outbreak, claiming they would face a shortfall of up
to £50 million ($61 million) if it were not possible to
complete the season.

The English top-flight said on Friday the 2019/20
season would only return when it was “safe and ap-
propriate to do so”.

The league agreed to provide a £125 million fund
for the English Football League and National League
and pledged £20 million in charitable support for the
National Health Service and other groups. — AFP

LIVERPOOL: File photo taken on November 26, 2019. A man walks his dog outside Anfield stadium in Liverpool, north west England on November 26, 2019. Premier League clubs will ask players to take a combination of
pay cuts and deferrals amounting to 30 percent of their salary due to the financial crisis caused by coronavirus, the league said in a statement. — AFP

I found that 
so bizarre

LONDON: Cyclists and rowers can stay in top shape
in their personal gyms even during the coronavirus
shutdown but Olympic swimming champion Adam
Peaty has to make do with no pool.

Britain’s Peaty, an eight-time world champion,
would have been preparing for the Olympic Games
in Tokyo had COVID-19 not forced a postponement.
It has forced the 25-year-old to change his workout
schedule and diet.

“Swimming is one of those things where you can’t
really train unless you’re in the water and unfortu-
nately we’re not going to be in the water for probably
another three weeks, minimum,” Peaty told BBC
Radio. “It’s really hard for a non-swimmer to under-

stand the connection you have with the water. They
say a day out (of) the water is two days to get back
so it just depends on how long the lockdown lasts and
when we can get back.

“(I’m doing) gym in the house then a lot of running,
a lot of cycling, but mainly just staying on top of the
core.” Peaty’s routine at the moment is far removed
from his usual 10,000 metres in the pool on top of
gym work, which means a change in his eating habits,
too. “The best thing we can do is stay on top of our
diet, because when you’re in isolation all you want to
do is eat,” he said.

“I’m doing a lot of intermittent fasting until 2:00
pm... Just keeps the fat away and that’s the biggest
battle we have. “When I’m in full training... you’re
probably looking at (burning) 4,500 calories, now I’m
probably trying to stay around 2,500.” Peaty already
has his sights set on peaking for the Olympics next
year. “I’ve been waiting four years for this moment
and it hasn’t come,” he said. “But there’s way bigger
things in the world at the moment. “Hopefully if we
can beat this thing and come together. I think the
Olympics will be a great celebration.” — AFP

Swim star Peaty 
adjusts to life 
with no pool

Premier League players in £200m wage cut warning

Adam Peaty 
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