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PM Ardern vows tough new
gun laws after NZ shootings

KFH approves distribution of 20%
cash dividends, 10% bonus shares

Mosque attack ‘shows blind
spot on white nationalism’

See you next year: PSL success
boosts Pakistan’s cricket revival

roads, holding culprits

accountable important: PM

‘Long and grueling’ maintenance process will begin in April

KUWAIT: Governmenl preparations to
launch an overall grid plan with a focus on
execution and maintenance of roads was the
emphasis of a cabinet meeting that was
headed by HH the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah yes-
terday. “Holding those responsible for short-
comings accountable and fixing damages as
soon as possible are the most important
issues to be addressed,” said the premier
during the meeting, which included Deputy
Prime Minister and Interior Minister Sheikh
Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah, Minister of State
for Cabinel Affairs Anas Al-Saleh, Justice
Minister and Minister of State for National
Assembly Affairs Fahd Al-Afasi, Minister of
Public Works and Minister of State for
Housing Affairs Jenan Bushehri, in addition to
high-level state officials.

“What is happening cannot be tolerated
or accepted. We have Lo shoulder our
responsibilities towards citizens in this
regard, as streets do not belong to us - they
are for the public. What has happened is
regrettable,” Sheikh Jaber said, stressing that
the government is an “honest opponent, but,
whoever is unrespeclable and inconsiderate
of the public’s interests can never be respect-
ed or forgiven.”

Sheikh Khaled said the aggregate rain the
country recently witnessed was equivalent to
a year’s average. “The mistakes made amount
to a crime against Kuwait and the Kuwaiti
citizen,” he stressed. Describing the mainte-
nance process as “long and grueling”, Sheikh
Khaled explained that the major challenge
will begin by fixing the roads by closing one
lane and leaving the rest open, and using the
safety lane, which, according to the deputy
premier, will save up to 50 percent of main-
lenance lime.

Meanwhile, Saleh said as a “deterrent”
penalty, the state’s Central Agency for Public
Tenders asked concerned government bod-
ies, as well as the private sector, to provide it
with names of companies with failing proj-
ects in order for them to be deprived of
future tenders. Afasi explained that there are
two sides of applying punilive penalties on
those involved in road mismanagement -
penal and civil.

Bushehri noted that concrete steps have
already been taken against violators of item 4
of article 85 of the Central Agency for Public
Tenders’ law. Nevertheless, she added that fix-
ing road damages is the utmost priority, affirm-
ing that actual implementation of the plan will
start in the first week of April. — KUNA

. ' / '

<l

S

KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah presides over a Cabinet meeting yesterday. — KUNA

gel one woman and others

Pompeo visit a
chance to sign

deals: Jarallah

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-
Jarallah said yesterday US Secrelary of State Mike
Pompeo’s visil to Kuwait today will be a “significant
occasion and chance for signing several deals between
both friendly countries in defense, securitly and customs
cooperation”. Speaking to KUNA, Jarallah welcomed
Pompeo’s visit as part of the US-Kuwait Strategic
Dialogue between both countries, hoping that it would
contribute to promoting strategic dialogue and develop-
ing its fields.

The senior Kuwaili official said his country looks
forward to successful talks to be held by the US secre-
tary of state with Kuwaiti officials on several coopera-
tion areas, mainly economic, investment and energy
ones, as well as security and military cooperation,
especially joint counterterror efforts. The Kuwait-US

talks will also involve critical regional issues, chiefly
‘emen and Syria, Jarallah pointed out.

The US Department of State said on Friday Pompeo
will travel to Kuwait, Lebanon and Israel from March
19 to 23. State Department Deputy Spokesperson
Robert Palladino said in a statement that in Kuwait,
Pompeo will lead the US delegation at the third US-
[Cuwail Strategic Dialogue, that will be on many arcas
of “growing US Kuwait bilateral cooperation, including
defense, counterterrorism, cybersecurity, strengthen-
ing trade and investment lies, and education”.

In Beirut, Pompeo will meet with Lebanese leaders
to discuss “the political, security, economic, and
humanitarian challenges facing Lebanon”. “The secre-
tary’s visit will underscore US support for the
Lebanese people and Lebanon’s legitimate state insti-
tutions,” it affirmed. In Jerusalem, Pompeo will meet
with Israeli officials “to engage on critical regional
issues, including countering the Iranian regime’s malign
influence and reaffirming the United States’ unwavering
commitment to Israel’s security”. In Jerusalem, Pompeo
will also participate in a meeting with “Israeli, Cypriot
and Greek leaders to discuss key energy and securily
issues facing the Eastern Medilerranean region,” the
statement noted. — AFP

Three killed in
Dutch tram attack,
gunman arrested

UTRECHT, Netherlands: Dutch police arrested a man
suspecled of shooling dead three people and wounding
five on a tram in the Dulch city of Utrecht yesterday.
Utrecht police announced the Turkish-born suspect,
37-year-old Gokmen Tanis, had been taken into cus-
tody. The city was put into lockdown after the shooting,
shortly after the morning rush hour, which authorities
initially said was an apparent lerrorist attack. Police
conducted raids in several locations.

But hours after the shooling, the gunman’s motive
remained unclear. A prosecutor said it could be for
“family reasons” and Turkey’s state-run Anadolu news
agency, quoling relatives of the gunman, said he had
fired at a relative on the tram and had then shot at oth-
ers who tried to help her. Reports in Dutch media quot-
ed eyewitnesses as saying the gunman appeared to tar-

who tried to help her. Tanis
was reportedly in court in a
rape case two weeks ago,
broadcaster NOS said.

Helicopters hovered
over the usually quiet
mediaeval town. Authorities
had raised the terrorism
threat in Utrecht province
to its highest level, schools
were lold to shul their
doors and paramilitary
police increased security at
airports, other vital infra-
structure and at mosques. Authorities later lowered the
threat level as a result of the arrest.

Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte convened crisis
lalks immediately alter the incident, which came three
days after a lone gunman killed 50 people in mass
shootings at two mosques in the city of Christchurch,
New Zealand. “Our country has today been shocked by
an altack in Utrecht... A terrorist motive cannol be
excluded,” Rutte said.

Gokmen Tanis

Continued on Page 24

DAVAQ: In this photo taken on March 16, 2019, Darrell Blatchley, director of D’

Bone Collector Museum Inc, shows plastic waste found in the stomach of a
Cuvier’s beaked whale in Compostela Valley. — AFP

Dead whale had
40 kg of plastic

in its stomach

MANILA: A starving whale with 40
kilos of plastic trash in its stomach has
died alter being washed ashore in the
Philippines, activists said yesterday, call-
ing it one of the worst cases of poisoning
they have seen. Environmental groups
have tagged the Philippines as one of the
world’s biggest ocean polluters due to its
reliance on single-use plastic. That sort
of pollution, which is also widespread in
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other Southeast Asian nations, regularly
kills wildlife like whales and turtles that
ingesl the wasle.

In the latest case, a Cuvier’s beaked
whale died on Saturday in the southern
province of Compostela Valley where it
was stranded a day earlier, the govern-
ment’s regional fisheries bureau said. The
agency and an environmental group per-
formed a necropsy on the animal and
found about 40 kg of plastic, including
grocery bags and rice sacks. The animal
died [rom starvation and was unable Lo
eal because of the trash filling its stom-
ach, said Darrell Blatchley, director of D’
Bone Collector Museum Inc, which
helped conduct the examination.

Conlinued on Page 24

1,000 feared dead in
Mozambique storm

BEIRA, Mozambique: More than a thousand people
are feared Lo have died in a cyclone thal smashed into
Mozambique last week, while scores have been killed
and more than 150 are missing in neighboring Zimbabwe.
The city of Beira in central Mozambique bore Cyclone
Idai’s full wrath on Thursday before the storm barreled
on Lo neighboring Zimbabwe, unleashing fierce winds
and flash {loods and washing away roads and houses.
“For the momenl we have registered 84 deaths offi-
cially, but when we flew over the area... this morning
to understand what’s going on, everything indicales
that we could register more than 1,000 deaths,”
Mozambican President Filipe Nyusi said in a nation-
wide address.
Continued on Page 24

Outrage as Ozil
invites Erdogan
to his wedding

BERLIN: Angela Merkel’s chiel of stall yesterday joined
the growing chorus of crilicism of Arsenal’s German mid-
fielder Mesut Ozil for reportedly inviting Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan to his wedding this
summer as his wilness. The 30-year-old Ozil, who has
Turkish family roots, sparked controversy last May when
he was photographed with Erdogan, raising questions
aboul the footballer’s loyalty to Germany on the eve of
their disastrous World Cup campaign.

Continued on Page 24

BEIRA, Mozambique: This handout picture taken yesterday shows people on a roof
surrounded by flooding in an area affected by Cyclone Idai. — AFP

LONDON: This file handout photo taken on May 13, 2018 shows President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan posing for a photo with German footballer Mesut 0zil. — AFP
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Amir receives First Deputy PM,
Defense Minister at Bayan Palace

Amir offers condolences to Congolese, Pakistani presidents

r’

Kuwait rejects shared supervision
over Al-Agsa Mosque

GENEVA: Kuwait

i
W
L.
"
w
u
W
"
u
¥
¥
i

b ol

Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan photo

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received First Deputy
Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah al Bayan Palace yesterday.
In other news, His Highness the Amir sent a cable to
President of Congo Felix Tshisekedi, expressing con-
dolences over the victims of a train derailment that
led to a number of deaths and injuries. His Highness
the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber

KUWAIT: The Iranian Ambassador to Kuwait Mohammad Irani visited Kuwait Times yester-
day and discussed matters of mutual concern with Editor-in-Chief Abd Al-Rahman Al-

Alyan. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Al-Sabah and His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah senl similar
cables to the Congolese President. Also yesterday, His
Highness the Amir sent a cable of condolences Lo
Pakistani President Aril Alvi, over the viclims of a
train blast that led to a number of deaths and injuries.
His Highness the Crown Prince and His Highness the
Prime Minister sent similar cables to the Pakistani

vesterday
stressed its full rejection of recent
calls for sharing of supervision
over Al-Agqsa Mosque and Israel’s
control over it. This came in a
speech by Kuwait’s permanent rep-
resentative to the United Nations
(UN) and other international
organizalions in Geneva,
Ambassador Jamal Al-Ghunaim,
during UN Human Rights Council
of discussion of Report of the
Special Rapporteur on the situa-
tion of human Rights in the occu-
pied Palestinian territories.

Sharing the supervision of the
mosque could trigger off religious
tensions, especially with continued
intentional and unprecedented
Israeli provocalions, the last of
which was the storming of Al-Aqsa
Mosque, Ghunaim said. Kuwait is
surprised at international silence
toward Israel’s policies in providing
political and economic incentives to
encourage its residents to settle
illegally in the occupied territories,
he added. Israel’s continued
Judaization of the city of Jerusalem,

changing its religious and historical
landmarks, and the continuation of
diggings beneath Al-Agsa Mosque,
are a clear and [rank violation of the
Fourth Geneva Convention, Ghnaim
stressed. He also expressed Kuwait'’s
condemnation of the attacks on the
Palestinian people, and the viola-
tions of international human rights
law and international humanitarian
law by the Israeli army.

Ghunaim affirmed Kuwait’s
keenness to grant legitimate rights
for Paleslinian cilizens in eslab-
lishing an independent and sover-
cign Palestinian state with East
Jerusalem as its capital under rele-
vant UN resolutions. Kuwait also
called on the international commu-
nily to ensure respect for the
principles and provisions of inter-
national law and international
humanitarian law in the occupied
Palestinian territories, including
East Jerusalem, especially as Israel
insists on breaking international
resolutions, he added. It also
called for commitment to resolu-
tions that include the release of

thousands of prisoners, lifting of
the unjust siege imposed on the
Gaza Strip and the re-opening of
crossings, as well as the ending of
military checkpoints inside the
Palestinian territory, he said.

Last November, Kuwait provided
an exceplional contribution of $42.1
million to the United Nations Relief
and Works Agency for Palestline
Refugees in the Near East (UNR-
WA), raising the total Kuwaiti con-
tributions to the UNRWA budget to
$50 million in 2018, the Kuwaiti
diplomat added. This donation
reflects Kuwail’s continued commit-
ment o support UNRWA’s work in
protecting the rights of Palestinian
refugees, he said. Some Western
countries called for the cancellation
of the seventh article on the agenda
of the council, which aimed at dis-
cussing Israeli violations in the
occupied Arab territories, including
East Jerusalem, but the Islamic and
Arab blocs in the council, supported
by African, Asian and South
American countlries, always abort
these attempts. —KUNA

president. —KUNA

Finance Minister meets
Yemeni, Nicaraguan ministers

Northern zone to redress economic

structural imbalances: Silk City chief

KUWAIT: One of the main objectives of New
Kuwait Vision 2035 and its most important proj-
ect of the northern economic zone was redress-
ing the structural imbalances of the national
economy, CEO of the Silk City and Boubyan
Island Development Council Faisal Al-Medlej
has stated. The ambitious mega project would
turn the northern area into a regional commer-
cial hub benefiting from its distinctive geo-
graphical location near a large markel of up to
200 million people and huge economies whose
production exceeds $1 trillion a year, Al-Medlej
projected in a joint news conference following a
government and parliamentary meeting on the
issue on Sunday.

The political stability in Kuwait and its rep-
utation as a state of institutions would attract
investors to the multi-billion dollars project.
“We have great chances to turn this zone into a
safe gateway for regional trade that ensures
the freedom of movement of people, goods and
money,” he clarified. He stated that His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah had pushed for teaming up
with China to implement this strategic project.
The northern economic zone comprises five
islands: Boubyan, Failaka, Warba, Miskan and
Awha, in addition to a considerable part of the
Subiva area with a total area of nearly 1,700
square kilometers, he said.

Job opportunities

Meanwhile, member of the Supreme Council
for Planning and Development Dr Fahad Al-
Rashed emphasized the importance of the proj-
ect in creating new job opportunities and diver-
sifying national economy. Kuwait in the coming
15 years would need 400,000 to 600,000 jobs
for the new entrants of the labor market, he said
in the new conference. He stressed that these
jobs should be productive ones and with value
added o the national economy. He added that

The proposed ‘Silk City’ project.

the plan would also help diversily Kuwaiti
national economy and end dependence on oil
revenues.

In the meantime, Chairman of the
Parliament’s Financial and Economic Affairs
Committee MP Salah Khorshid noted that the
meeling focused on exchanging viewpoints
about the northern economic zone. He, however,
stated this mega project still requires more
studies and deliberations. The legislative
authority is eager to find new sources for
income other than oil and to see new strategic
development projects provided that they were
put forward in a transparent and clear way and
they do nol contradict the conslitution.

Earlier, First Depuly Prime Minister and

Minister ol Defense Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah said the northern economic
zone bill does not violate Kuwait’s constitution.
He, however, said that the northern economic
zone law must be flexible enough to attract
investors. Sheikh Nasser hoped both executive
and legislative authorities would complete the
study of the law in the coming weeks. The meet-
ing was also attended by National Assembly
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem, Minister of
Justice and Minister of State for National
Assembly Affairs Dr Fahad Al-Afasi and Central
Bank of Kuwait Governor Mohammad Al-Hashel
and several members of the Supreme Council
for Planning and Development and board of
trustees of the north economic zone. — KUNA

Kuwait thanks New
York for stepping
up mosques’ security

KUWAIT: Finance Minister Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf meets with Yemeni Minister of
Planning and Intemational Cooperation Dr Najeeb Al-Ouaj. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Finance Minister Dr
Navel Al-Hajral met yesterday with
Yemeni Minister of Planning and
International Cooperation Dr Najeeb Al-
Ouaj, on ways to enhance bilateral eco-
nomic cooperation. The meeting also
Llouched upon plans Lo implement devel-
opment projects that are financed by

donor countries in Yemen, providing
basic services and employment opportu-
nilies, according Lo a press slalement by
the Ministry of Finance, Meanwhile, the
Kuwaiti minister met with his Nicaraguan
counterpart Ivan Acosta, discussing with
him ways of bolstering investment and
financial cooperation. — KUNA

NEW YORK: Islamic Culture Center of New York’s Chairman
of Board of Trustees, and Kuwait's UN envoy Mansour Al-
Otaibi has expressed gratitude o New York mayor and police
chief for their quick response to calls for boosting mosques
security after the New Zealand terrorist attacks. In a statement
lo the press on Sunday, Otaibi, the Permanent Representative
to the UN, lauded New York security apparatuses for increas-
ing police presence near mosques and taking all precautionary
measures to ensure the safety and security of worshipers in
wake of the horrible terrorist assaults on two mosques in New
Zealand which claimed the lives of dozens of innocent people.
Otaibi was also appreciative for the sympathy and condo-
lences expressed by Christian, Jewish religious leaders and
ordinary people who sent flowers and messages lo denounce

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah meets with Qatar’s Ambassador to Kuwait Bandar Al-Attiya. — KUNA

), " the heinous crime against innocent Muslim worshipers in New f s__°
J L ﬂ; Zealand. Equipped with a semi-automatic weapon, a shooter De ense mlnlster meets
— -)\_ S ! opened fire on prayer-goers during Friday prayers at two
h, i e ™ . mosques in the city of Christchurch, killing at least 50 people 3 b d
- e and wounding many others. Qatarl ampassador

On [riday, the UN Security Council adopted a statement,
proposed by Kuwait and Indonesia, strongly condemning the
New Zealand mosque terrorist attacks, as “heinous and cow-
ardly.” Terrorism “constitutes one of the most serious threats to
international peace and security,” added the statement,
describing these acts as “criminal and unjustifiable, regardless
of their motivation, wherever, whenever and by whomsoever
committed.”— KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwait’s First Deputy
Prime Minister and Defense Minister
Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah met vesterday with Qatar’s
Ambassador to Kuwait Bandar Al-
Altiva. During the meeling, the two

sides discussed ways of enhancing
bilateral relations and the latest
developments of common concerns,
the Defense Ministry’s Directorate of
Moral Guidance and Public Relations
said in a press release. —KUNA

e

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem received yester-
day in his office Saudi Ambassador to Kuwait Prince Sultan bin Saad Al-Saud. — KUNA
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National Assembly to discuss commerce
minister’s grilling in today’s session

MPs sign petition to debate employment of citizens

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The National Assembly is
expected to debate today a grilling for
Commerce and Industry Minister Khaled
Al-Roudhan over alleged financial and
administrative violations. The grilling was
filed by MPs Al-Humaidi Al-Subaie and
Mubarak Al-Hajral who accused the minis-
ter of failing to stop wide-ranging financial
and administrative violations at the ministry
and a number of agencies overseen by the
minister.

Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem has said
that the grilling is on the agenda of the
assembly session today bul ils debale
depends on the minister and the assembly
decision. The minister can request a post-
ponement for two weeks but it has to be
accepled by the national assembly.

Roudhan had asked the two grillers for

Jarallah, US offici

explanation on some points in the grilling
and the two lawmakers had responded
paving the way for the debate to take place
today. The grilling may end in 10 MPs filing
a motion for a no-confidence vote and may
just finish with recommendations.

In the meantime, 18 MPs signed a
request calling on the assembly to hold a
special debate on employment for citizens
amid rising numbers of Kuwailis entering
the job market. MP Osama Al-Shaheen,
who prepared the request, said that the
governmenl and the assembly must have a
fruitful and comprehensive discussion on
ways Lo create jobs for Kuwaitis. He said
that in some cases, Kuwaili graduates
spend vears waiting for government jobs
while in some other cases, Kuwaili gradu-
ales are offered jobs nol suilable lo their
specialization.

Shaheen said the debate is not expected

to take place today but the assembly will
sel a date for the special session to allow
the government to provide updated date
and information on this important issue. The
lawmaker said that there are thousands of
jobs in both the public and private sector
occupied by expatriates and can be
replaced by Kuwaitis which will greatly
reduce unemployment.

MP Majed Al-Mutairi in the meantime
said thal the government's draflt law for
the Silk City and Northern Economic City
paves the way for creating ‘a state within
the state’ because the proposed authority
for the mega projects will take over spe-
cializalions of ministries and government
departments. He said the assembly
encourages development projects but will
nol accepl suspicious projects that
involve violaling the conslitution and the
country’s laws.

ial discuss

‘Strategic Dialogue’ agenda

KUWAIT: Kuwail’'s Depuly Foreign
Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah mel yesterday
with the visiting Acting US Assistant
Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs
David Satlerfield, and discussed lopics on
the agenda of the Third Kuwait-US
Strategic Dialogue and the latest regional
and international developments. The meet-
ing was altended by Assistant Foreign
Minister for the Deputy Foreign Minister’s
Office Affairs Ambassador Ayham Al-Omar
and Assistant Foreign Minister for

Americas Minister Plenipotentiary Reem
Al-Khaled as well as US Ambassador to
Kuwait Lawrence R Silverman.

Mecanwhile, Jarallah met with Kuwait
Red Crescent Society (KRCS) Chairman
Hilal Al-Saver and several other KRCS
officials. They considered the Kuwaili
charily’s humanilarian activities and con-
tributions to world countries. During the
meeting, the KRCS chief appreciated sup-
port provided by the Foreign Ministry to
the society. —KUNA

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Kuwait Fire Service
Directorate (KFSD) carried oul an
exercise with Kuwait Aviation Fueling
Company (KAFCO) to increase pre-
paredness and strengthen coordination
during emergencies. The simulation

KFSD, KAFCO conduct fire drill

was about two tankers colliding and a
fire breaking oul in an aircraft fuel
lanker, whose driver is injured. The fire
was [ought with advanced equipment,
while the injured person was taken to
hospital. The exercise was supervised
by Director of the Airport Fire
Department Brig Mohammad Al-Shatti.

_":#11 -l

- KUWAIT: Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah meets with Acting US
Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs David Satterfield. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Undersecretary of the Mmlstry of Information Munira Al-Huwaidi yester-
day received Kuwait Journalists Association’s (KJA) board chairperson Fatima
Hussein, who, on behalf of KJA’s board of directors, congratulated Huwaidi on
her new post as the first female undersecretary at the ministry.

Expat families in

‘residential areas’ safe

KUWAIT: Chairman of a governmental
commiltee dealing with ‘bachelors’ living in
private residential areas Ammar Al-Ammar
said citizens renting their apartments in
private ‘residential areas’ to expal families
is not a problem and will not be discussed
in the next committee meeting, because the
commiltee’s work is limited to renting Lo
bachelors. He said governorates were
instructed to report the cases they have
received, provided thal each governorale
submits its report to the committee meet-
ing by April 1.

Meanwhile, the misdemeanors court

Grocer molests
6-year-old
in Hawally

KUWAIT: An Egyptian man brought his
6-year-old daughter to the police station
and told them she was molested by a gro-
cer al their building in Hawally. In his
statements to police, the man said that he
was surprised by his daughter’s screams
after she had gone Lo a nearby grocery
store, where the grocer groped various
parts of her body, then attempted to
remove her clothes, but she was able to
escape [rom his clutches. Police arrested
the suspect and he was sent to criminal
detectives, where he confessed to the
charges. The father did not want to file
charges, but the suspect may be deported.

Search for ‘conman’

An Egyptian man was conned by a
compatriotl who works in a famous
Egyptian event planning company. The
victim told police that he paid the conman
KD 10,000 to organize a concerl in
Kuwait, on a promise that the man would
return the money and pay him his share of
the profits after the concert was over. The
man disappeared with the money, howev-

struck down a ruling to demolish the fourth
floor of a house in Um Al-Haiman, can-
celled the owner’s fines and made him sign
an underlaking of good behavior for three
vears. The public prosecution had charged
the owner with building a fourth floor on
his house without a license. The compre-
hensive court fined the suspect KD 500 in
absentia and ordered the removal of the
fourth floor. The defendant appealed the
ruling through his lawyer, who said his
client was forced to build the floor because
of the large number of his family members.
—Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Rai

er, prompting the lender to report the mat-
ter to police. Detectives are investigating.

Fake cop caught

Criminal detectives arrested a Saudi
man who claimed to be a detective and
mugged an Indian national after tying him
with a rope and beating him. The Indian
lodged a complaint at a police station
about an unidentified person who mugged
him after claiming to be a detective.
Detectives were able to identify the sus-
pect and he was arrested following fierce
resistance. A police source said the Saudi
denied the charges, but was detained to
continue the investigations.

Traffic dispute

A Kuwaiti woman accused an expa-
triate of colliding with her car following
a dispute over a parking space. The
accused denied the charge, adding that
the citizen and her husband are
attempting to frame him. The citizen
went to the police station with her hus-
band and said her luxury car was dam-
aged deliberately in a public parking
area and gave them the other car’s
license plate number. The accused,
Egyptian, came to the station when he
was called and said the couple wanted
to frame him due to previous disputes.
Police believed him and he was released,
although investigations are still on.

— Translated by Kuwail Times from Al-Rai

363 SME licenses
suspended for
violations

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The total number of small and medium
enterprise (SME) licenses registered at the
Public Authority for Manpower is 7,876 distrib-
uted to 4,436 files, Director Ahmad Al-Moussa
said in a statement yesterday. that the total num-
ber of files suspended for violations is 363,
Moussa added, without specifying the type of
violations committed. Moussa stressed that the
authority will never allow economic activities
that violate labor laws and warned that legal
actions are immediately taken against violators.
A recent report had alleged that a number of
SME owners were recenlly discovered Lo have
been involved in visa trafficking.

Grand Mosque visits

In a letter addressed to the awqaf ministry’s
assistanl undersecretary for cultural affairs,
Grand Mosque director Roumi Al-Roumi
explained that Muslims and non-Muslims’ vis-
its to the Grand Mosque has been organized
through official bodies for stale visilors since
1994, adding that a falwa was issued in this
regard allowing non-Muslims to visit the
mosque to show them Islam’s moderation and
introduce Islam to them. Roumi remarked that
non-Muslim visitors have to follow certain
guidelines during the visit, adding that
according to travel website Tripadvisor, the
Grand Mosque is the second-most visited
landmark in Kuwait.

Separately, Kuwait Municipality Director
Ahmad Al-Manfouhi said a study to privatize
tourists’ transport stations will be made within
Kuwait’s fourth structural plan. Responding to
an inquiry by municipal councilmember Abdullah
Al-Roumi concerning youth centers in Hawally
governorate, Manfouhi said the municipality is
currently studying requests by beneficiaries to
privatize the land plots they are utilizing.

School accident

Ministry of Education’s Undersecretary Saud
Al-Harbi, the acling assistant undersecrelary for
public education Fahd Al-Ghaiss and Hawally
educational zone director Mansour Al-Thaferie
yesterday visited Abdullah Abdullatif AlI-Omar
primary school for boys to follow up the acci-
dent in which a schoolboy was run over by a
catering truck.

During the visit, Harbi heard testimonies of
the school administration and some teachers
about the accident and urged them all to pay
more allention and fully observe safely and
securily measures inside the school. In addition,
Harbi ordered the formation of a special com-
miltee Lo investigale the incident and hold who-
ever is responsible legally accountable.

In another educational concern, recent edu-
cational statistics for the school year 2017-2018
showed a rise in the numbers of teachers, stu-
dents, schools and classes in all types of schools
including public, private, religious and special
education institutions. Statistics showed the
total number of schools in 2017-2018 was 1,489
compared to 1,483 in 2016-2017, and that the
total number of classes was 26,251 compared to
25,773 in the previous year.

Statistics showed that the total number of
public schools is 822 with 16,090 classes, adding
that there are 566 schools and 99,219 classes in
the private sector, 16 special education schools
including 240 classes, 11 religious schools
including 139 classes and 74 evening schools
including 563 classes. In addition, statistics
showed that the total number of school students
in 2017-2018 is 683,359 compared to 674,470 in
the previous year, while the total number of
teaching staff members are 85,949 compared to
88,259 in the previous year.
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KUWAIT: Reflection of Al-Shaab Gate on water during sunset. —Photo by Ahmad Al-Failakawi (KUNA)

Zain platinum partner of
Kuwait Yacht Show 2019

Under patronage of His Highness the Prime Minister

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service provider in
ICuwait, announced its platinum partnership of the sev-
enth edition of the Kuwait Yacht Show (KYS 2019),
considered Kuwail’s most awaited nautical event. The
show, to be held in Marina Crescent during 26 - 30
March, comes under the patronage of His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah.

Zain’s support to this event comes in line with its
keenness on being an active participant in the various
local and regional projects that contribute to shoulder-
ing and advancing national economy, being a leading
national company in the Kuwaiti private sector. The
event also aims at supporting the local small and medi-
um-sized enterprises segment (SMEs) operating within
the marine and boaling sectors.

Zain will participate in the Kuwait Yacht Show 2019
through its own dedicated booth to showcase the latest
innovalive solutions offered through the Zain LIFE
smart home portfolio, which includes a number of the
latest and most advanced smarl home and securily
devices that can be used to protect personal propri-
elies such as boals, yachts, and more.

EQUATE launches

The Kuwait Yacht Show (KYS 2019) is considered
Kuwait’s most awaited nautical event specializing in
marine and boating services. The event gathers the
world’s top brands as well as the best local and interna-
tional specialists that offer world-class services to visi-
tors as per the highest international standards.

Zain’s support to this event comes in line with its
core objeclives that aim al shouldering the advance-
ment of the communily as a whole on all levels, where
the company reaffirms the principal of partnership
through similar efforts with the aim of contribuling Lo
the further progress of national economy.

Zain’s platinum partnership of KYS 2019 comes in
line with its keenness to dedicate more efforts into
supporting and empowering KKuwaiti entrepreneurs, as
well as taking part in such initiatives that contribute to
infusing creativity within the entrepreneurial communi-
ty through partnering with entities that aim at its
development.

Zain’s showcasing of Zain LIFE’s portfolio of innova-
tive solutions at KYS 2019 is in line with the company’s
strategy lo continue its transformation into an inlegral-
ed digital lifestyle provider, which is centered around

Day March 8 and provided all global employees with the opportunity
Lo recognize and celebrate of the women in their lives and the women

of EQUATE.

Explaining the program’s goal, EQUATE Senior Executive for

Tuesday, March 19, 2019

KUWAIT: Zain’s official during the press conference to announce the show.

digital transformation leadership and empowering the
communily to enjoy a smarter portable lifestyle, as well

ABK sponsors
Faculty of Medicine

‘ELEVATE’ program
to support equality

KUWAIT: The EQUATE Group is taking employee equality and diver-
sity to new heights, launching its ‘ELEVATE’ program within the
Group’s companies around the world and the community at large. The
program is sponsored by EQUATE CEO and President Dr Ramesh
Ramachandran and endorsed by the EQUATE Management Team.
‘ELEVATE is part of EQUATE’s continued investment in its human
capital as a driver for its sustainability strategy, which aligns with the
United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) and the New
Kuwait 2035 vision. The launch was held on International Women’s

Corporate Communications and Government Affairs, Dr Abeer Al-
Omar, said: “At EQUATE, we are reaffirming out commitment to
equality and diversity within our group and will be sharing our learn-
ing with our communities. We aim to achieve our goals by identifying
opportunities and encouraging a better understanding to the contri-
bution of a sound diversity policy generales ideas, conversations, and
can lead to greater mobility and prosperity in line with the overall
business objectives.”

‘ELEVATE’ is another example of a program supported by the
EQUATE Group that demonstrates its commitment to sustainability,
partnering with public and private bodies, including employees, the
society and customers in the fields of human development, environ-
ment, education, health, as well as public awareness.

graduation ceremony

KUWAIT: Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK)
recently sponsored the graduation cere-
mony [or Kuwail Universily’s Faculty of
Medicine, which was held al the
Symphony Hotel on March 16, 2019,
where 90 students received their
Bachelor’s Degree in Medical Sciences.
Altending the gradualion ceremony on
behalf of ABK was Fawzy Al-Thunayan,
GM - Board Affairs who said: “The

as using advanced lechnology solulions lo enable an
casier and more flexible life.

bank’s support is based on its commit-
ment Lo the importance of educating
Kuwaili youth. They are not only a valu-
able assel, they are the future of Kuwail
and the country depends on them. The
medical professional plays a crucial role
in the wellbeing of the society and ABK
is proud to be a part of sponsoring this
important day as they end their academ-
ic life and transition into a life change
where they will face important chal-
lenges in their career. They will be an
invaluable assel lo the communilies in
which they live and work. ABK wishes
them every success in their future and
takes this opportunity to congratulate
each one of them.”
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Benin media delegation visits Kuwait Times

KUWAIT: A media delegation from Benin visiled Kuwail Times yesterday as part of its ongoing ltour of Kuwail. They were accompanied by Ambassador of Benin to Kuwait Moudjaidou Soumanou Issoufou and
other embassy officials, in addition to members [rom Kuwail’s Ministry of Information. The delegalion members mel with Kuwail Times Editor-in-Chiel Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan, then loured the edilorial depart-

ment and printing press. — Pholos by Yasser Al-Zayyal

KIB sponsors 24th

Business Makers
Career Fair at KU

KUWAIT: As part of its ongoing efforts Lo support
local lalents and young graduales, Kuwail International
Bank (KIB) sponsored the 24th Annual Business
Makers Career Fair organized by Kuwait University’s
(KU) College of Business Administration Office of
Students Training and Alumni (OSTA). Running [rom
March 5 to 7, the three-day event was held under the
patronage of Minister of Public Works and Minister of
State for Housing Affairs Dr Jenan Boushehri. The
career [air aimed al introducing young Kuwaili lalents
to various career opportunities on offer within the pri-
vale seclor.

Held on the KU campus, the career fair sought Lo
introduce students and soon-to-be graduates to the
various career opportunities available following their
academic careers. KIB’s participation aimed at high-
lighting the wealth of opportunities thal are available
within Kuwails finance and banking seclor.

In its lalest edition, the career [air [ealured a large
number of companies and institutions from across
Kuwail, including some of the biggest names from the
banking sector. On its part, KIB was represented by a
team from its Human Resources Department (HRD) at
the bank’s dedicated booth. The team also introduced
visitors Lo the nature of working al a bank and advise
them on how they can start their professional career at
KIB. Additionally, the bank provided visitors with
career advice to guide them through choosing suitable
future careers.

KIB’s participation in this event came as part of its

g™ ' KIB  OSTA
< e
OSTA -, £

KUWAIT: KIB is honored for its sponsorship and par-
ticipation.

dedication to supporting and empowering young, local
talent. The bank believes in the importance of guiding
enthusiastic youth by providing them with employment
opportunilies thal match their career goals. As part of
its leading social responsibilily program’s youth
empowerment pillar, KIB participates in career fairs all
year round, as they serve as excellent opportunities to
introduce students to the bank - thereby attracting the
right caliber of candidales.

It is worth noting that KIB continues to open its
doors and focus on allracting young, local talents by
providing them with employment opportunities that
nurture their skills and capabilities. KIB is always eager
to attract talented young Kuwaitis, providing them with
valuable employment opportunities that make the best
ol their skills and capabilities, and help them achieve
their full potential. The bank believes that youth are the
biggesl assel we have as a nalion, and the key ingredi-
ent to ensure long-term success and development.

Commercial Bank young clients
enjoy open day at Tech Zone

KUWAIT: The Commercial Bank of Kuwait’s (CBK)
first account clients flocked to the Tech Zone game
arcade al the Avenues Mall, where they were invil-
ed by CBK to spend an outstanding open recre-
alional day. The feslivily was allended by a large
number of kids and their families where Lhey
enjoyed over 100 augmented and virtual reality

games in addilion Lo free meals [rom ‘Raising
Canes’ restaurant at the Tech Zone. The young
clients and their families were received by CBK
marketing department employees. Notably, ‘My
First Account’” is CBK’s account for kids aged up to
14 vears, and is the ideal way for parents o secure
their kids’ future.
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SEVASTOPOL: Russian President Vladimir Putin takes part in a ceremony to launch two power plants in Crimea yesterday. — AFP

Putin in Crimea five years alter annexation

President signs laws against ‘disrespecting’ authorities, fake news

SIMFEROPOL: Russian [lags flew across Crimea’s
main city Simferopol yesterday as President Vladimir
Pulin flew in to mark the fifth anniversary of Moscow’s
internationally condemned annexation of the peninsula
from Ukraine. Putin used the visit to officially open two
new power stations on the Black Sea peninsula, which
was almost wholly dependent on electricity from
Ukraine before the annexation.

Moscow took over Crimea in March 2014 after
months of tensions with Kiev following the ouster of a
pro-Russian leader. The move resulted in a major boost
to Putin’s popularity. But the takeover was denounced
by Kiev and the Wesl as an annexalion and, along with
Moscow’s support for separatist forces in Ukraine’s east,
has prompted wide-ranging sanclions against Russia.

“March 18 is a remarkable day for Sevastopol, for
Crimea and for the whole country,” Putin said, speaking
at a ceremony for the launch of the power plants in the
port cily Sevastopol. He said the plants’ opening repre-
sented “another important step to strengthen the ener-
gy security of Crimea”. Kiev stopped supplying energy
to Crimea in late 2015, leaving the peninsula reliant on
an underwaler cable running from Russia and facing
frequent supply problems. The plants were at the cen-
ter of a scandal last year, after the US sanctioned
Russian officials who supplied them with turbines built
by German engineering giant Siemens - a violation of
European Union sanctions against Moscow.

Facing Makkah:
Islamic burial for
mosque attack
viclims

‘No progress’

In Russia, March 18 has been proclaimed the “Day
of Crimea’s Reunification with Russia” and celebrated
with events across the country. In Crimea, it is a pub-
lic holiday. Authorities set up a stage on Simferopol’s
main square for the celebrations. Posters that read
“Five years ol Crimea relurning to ils native land”
hung on shop windows and public transport. “There is
a feeling of newness, of independence, of freedom,”
retired teacher Valentina Dorozhko told AFP. She said
she felt “reborn” when Russia took over. But Oleg
Ivanov, a man in his 40s, called for Pulin Lo change
course. “If we have sanctions imposed on us, then you
need to sit down, negotiate and change something,” he
told AFP. “And if there’s no progress, then it’s time for
someone else to have a go.”

Pulin signed an agreement on March 18, 2014, with
local representatives to make Crimea part of Russia,
two days after a referendum condemned by Kiev and
the West as illegitimate. Pro-Kremlin media yesterday
carried reports of improvements on the peninsula
under Russian rule. “There is growing understanding
in the world that Crimea is part of Russia and will be
forever,” Valentina Matviyenko, the speaker of
Russia’s upper house of parliament, wrote in a column
for newspaper Izvestia.

But the liberal press painted a more somber pic-
ture, saying the takeover had made Russians poorer

and more isolated from the world. The takeover
prompted euphoria and a wave of patriotism in Russia,
but five years later Crimea has “stopped being a
source of political benefit” for authorities, liberal
newspaper Novaya Gazela said. According to a sur-
vey published by the Centre for Public Opinion (FOM)
in early March, only 39 percent of Russians believe
the annexation brought Russia more good than harm.
In 2014, that figure was 67 percent.

‘Fake news’

Later yesterday, Putin signed controversial laws
that allow courts to fine and briefly jail people for
showing disrespect towards authorities, and block
media for publishing “fake news”. Putin signed off on
the legislation against the advice of human rights
activists, who warned the laws amounted to censor-
ship and would be abused to further crack down on
freedom of speech. The law on disrespecling authori-
ties backs punishment for “offending state symbols”
and stipulates hefty fines and jail terms of 15 days for
repeat offenders.

Another piece ol legislation allows authorities to
decide whal amounts Lo “fake news” and gives a
media watchdog the power to demand an outlet delete
the information. Websites that fail to comply would be
blocked. Fines could reach 1.5 million rubles (over
$22,700) if the infraction leads to grave consequences

to reach a
lone voter

Indian team
to trek miles

like death or rioling.

Rights activists say that since first becoming presi-
dent in 2000, Putin has gradually crushed freedoms in
Russia, muzzling critics and bringing television under
control. The new legislation takes the crackdown on
civil society to a whole new level, they say. Critics say
the legislation is vaguely worded and would have
large scope for abuse, further complicating the diffi-
cult and somelimes deadly work of rights activists and
opposition journalists in Russia.

The Kremlin is stepping up media control to count-
er a fall in Putin’s approval rating amid mounting eco-
nomic trouble, according to activists. “These new pro-
hibitions and punishments are not just a continuation
of the repressive legislative and practical measures
that began in 2012,” Yuri Dzhibladze, president of the
Centre for the Development of Democracy and Human
Rights, told AFP. “This is a completely new level which
almost literally repeats the Soviet-era law about
‘activities undermining the Soviet system’ and ‘anti-
Soviet campaigning and propaganda’.”

The authorities unleashed a major crackdown on
dissenters after Putin returned to the Kremlin in 2012
in the face of mass protests. “From now it will be
police that will decide what fake news is and what’s
not,” said Alexander Cherkasov of Memorial, a top
rights group. “This will lead to a violation of civil
rights and freedoms.” — AFP

in the village in Anjaw district, rules
dictate they must keep the voting
booth open all day-even though just
Tayang will be exercising her [ranchise.

“Even if she casts her vote in the
morning, we have to remain open until
Spm in keeping with the election
commission guidelines,” Riba said.
“We are committed to reach out to
every single voler so no challenge is
big for us.” The Press Trust of India
news agency reported that the tiny

JAKARTA: Grieving families of 50 worship-
pers killed in the Christchurch mosque
attacks are anxious to bury their loved ones
according to Islamic custom. Graves are
being dug in a local cemelery, bul under-
pressure authorities say they need time to
make sure no mistakes are made and that the
complex investigation is not harmed. Here
are some facts about Islamic funeral and
burial rites:

Buried within 24 hours?

Burial doesn’t have Lo be within exaclly 24
hours, but the sooner the better as it’s seen as
showing respect for the dead. Preparations
typically start right away and that can mean
nol wailing for far-away relalives Lo allend
the funeral. The custom comes from the
Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH) instruction:
“When one of your men dies, do not keep him
in the house for long. Make hasle in laking
him o the grave and burying him.” Families of
Muslim passengers who died in the
Indonesian Lion Air disaster last year were
also upset with the time it took to release the
remains of loved ones, which had to be iden-
tified first through DNA testing.

at two mosques in the city that claimed the lives of 50 Muslim worshippers. — AFP

Bathing the dead

A Muslim deceased’s body must be bathed
prior to burial. Males are supposed to wash
men while women are left to do the same with
female deceased. However, a man is allowed
to wash a woman in special cases, such as the
body of his wile. The deceased is stripped of
all clothing except for a small covering over
the genilals. They are washed three limes
from head o loe and dressed with [ragrances
or perfumes. The body is then covered with a
shroud made of white fabric.

Facing Makkah

Mourners at the funeral service are
advised not to wail too loudly or let their
Lears Louch the body as il could intlerfere
with the deceased’s journey Lo the afterlife.
An Imam leads prayers in front of the
shrouded deceased beflore the body is laken
to a cemetery. The dead are not placed in a
colfin but instead lowered into a dug hole
and placed at an angle facing the holy city
of Makkah - as is customary for Muslims’
daily prayers. — AFP

NEW DELHI: A nearly 20-strong
Lleam will trek through some of India’s
remolesl lerrain Lo reach a single vol-
er and collect her ballot in the coun-
try’s mammolth eleclions, an official
said yeslerday. The huge undertaking
through jungles and over hills involv-
ing polling officials, porters and
police underscores the logistical chal-
lenges confronting India as it pre-
pares to hold the world’s largest elec-
tion. From the Himalavas lo Lhe
deserts and lush tropics, 900 million
Indians are eligible Lo casl a ballol
over nearly six weeks of voling start-
ing from April 11.

One is Sokela Tayang, 39, the sole
registered voler in Malogam-a liny
hamlet in the isolated and contested
northeastern state of Arunachal
Pradesh along the border with China.
Dagbom Riba, a local eleclion officer,
told AFP a team 15 to 18 strong would
have to proceed on foot for six kilome-
lers (3.7 miles) carrying a ballol box
and other voling material through
tough terrain to reach Malogam. Once

outpost had two voters in 2014, the
other being Tayang’s husband. Bul he
had enrolled in another electorate this
time around, leaving just Tayang on
the registry, PTI said. Arunachal
Pradesh has several polling stations
with just a handful of volers. Eight
voling booths will have fewer than 10
people turn up, the election commis-
sion says.

The state, south of Tibet, is claimed
in part by China, whose forces
crossed the border briefly in the
1960s during a war with India. It is
one of many remote areas where elec-
tion officials will have to carl in elec-
tronic voting machines to collect bal-
lots during voting between April 11
and May 29. In past elections, these
units have been strapped to camels in
Rajasthan and taken to desert tribes.
In the north, yaks and mules have
been recruited and elephants in
India’s tropical south. Election rules
stipulate that no voter should have to
travel more than two kilometers to
cast their ballot. — AFP
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‘Clear similarities’ between Boeing
crashes in Ethiopia and Indonesia

What is the MCAS system on the Boeing 737 Max 8?

NEW YORK: Flight recorder data recovered from the
wreckage of Boeing 737 MAX planes that crashed in
Ethiopia and Indonesia shows “clear similarities,” Addis
Ababa said yestlerday as the US maker announced il was
finalizing a software update for its under fire anti-stall sys-
tem. Pressure was mounting meanwhile on the US Federal
Aviation Administration, which insisted it had followed
standard procedures in certifying the plane model, even as
it was reported to have come under investigation by the
Department of Transport.

“The 737 MAX certification program followed the
FFAA’s standard certification process,” the agency said in
an email to AFP. It said its procedures were “well estab-
lished and have consistently produced safe aircraft
designs.” But reported similarities between the March 10
crash ol an Ethiopian Airlines 737 Max 8, killing all 157
on board, and the Lion Air crash in October of the same
model of plane in Indonesia, leaving 189 dead, have
raised serious doubts and triggered Boeing’s biggest cri-
sis in decades.

The 737 MAX is a relatively new aircraflt, having
entered service only in May 2017 as Boeing’s answer to
Airbus’s medium-haul A320 Neo. Ethiopian Transport
Minister Dagmawit Moges said Sunday that a study of the
flight data recorder retrieved from the Ethiopian plane had
shown “clear similarities” to that of the Lion Air flight in
Indonesia. She said the parallels would be the “subject of
further study.”

Pilots had complained

As investigators continue their work, preliminary find-
ings in the Lion crash have focused on a possible malfunc-
tion of an anti-stall system known as the MCAS
(Manecuvering Characteristics Augmentation System).
Boeing developed that system, because of the unusually
forward placement of the plane’s engines, to avoid a stall.
The manufacturer said Sunday it was close lo releasing a
long-awaited software patch to the system. “While investi-
gators continue to work to establish definitive conclusions,
Boeing is finalizing its development of a previously-
announced software update and pilol training revision that
will address the MCAS flight control law’s behavior in
response to erroneous sensor inputs,” president and CEO
Dennis Muilenburg said.

Experts have questioned the FAA’s certification process

China says nearly
13,000 ‘terrorists’
arrested in Xinjiang

BEIJING: China yesterday defended its controversial
security crackdown in the fractious far west region of
Xinjiang, saving nearly 13,000 “terrorists” have been
arrested there since 2014. Beijing has come under interna-
tional criticism over its policies in the region, where as
many as one million Uighurs and other mostly Muslim
minorilies are being held in internment camps, according
to human rights groups.

The State Council, China’s cabinet, hit back again with
a white paper saying that the government “is relentless in
striking hard, in accordance with the law, at any conduct
advocating terrorism and extremism”. The document
stales that Xinjiang has long been part of Chinese lerrito-
ry but that “terrorist and extremist forces” have fomented
separatist activities by “falsifying” the region’s history.

“Since 2014, Xinjiang has destroyed 1,588 violent and
terrorist gangs, arrested 12,995 terrorists, seized 2,052
explosive devices, punished 30,645 people for 4,858 ille-
gal religious aclivilies, and confiscated 345,229 copies of
illegal religious materials,” according to the white paper.
“The counter-terrorism work and the de-extremism
struggle in Xinjiang have always been carried oul in
accordance with the rule of law.”

A emphasis is also on “preventive counter-terrorism”,
the document said, including setting up “education cen-
ters” to “eliminate terrorist activities before they are
launched”. The paper was quickly condemned by a
Uighur rights group, which called it a “a political excuse

Afghanistan
celebrates journalists
as violence rages;
Press targeted

KABUL: Afghanistan yesterday marked National Journalists
Day amid a spike in violence that has already seen four
media workers killed so far this year, in one of the most dan-
gerous countries in the world for the press. Gunmen killed
Sultan Mahmood Khairkhaw, a journalist working for a pri-
vate TV channel and radio station in southeastern Khost
province, on Itiday - the latest media worker to be killed in
the war-torn country, which saw its deadliest year on record
for journalists in 2018.

“Freedom of expression is the most important achieve-
ment for us,” Sarwar Danish, Afghanistan’s second vice presi-
dent told a gathering of journalists in IKabul. “During the
Taleban regime ... any voice would be considered against
their movement. And it is not acceptable to us to put people
under censorship and pressure anymore,” he said. The attack
on Khairkhaw came two days after another journalist was
seriously wounded when a sticky bomb ripped through his
vehicle in southern Helmand province. Since the fall of the
Taleban regime in 2001, Afghanistan’s media has been one of
the country’s few success stories. Hundreds of free media
organizations have mushroomed, giving rise to a lively and
largely free press — something that had never before existed
in the country’s history.

The media landscape in the Afghanistan today includes

after learning that American pilots had lodged serious
complaints about the system. According to a Wall Street
Journal report Sunday, the FAA had come under an
“unusual inquiry” by the Department of Transport over the
issue, and has warned officials to safeguard computer files,
according to sources quoted by the paper.

The Journal said the probe would zero in on Seattle-
area FAA offices. Boeing airliners are built near Seattle. A
Seattle Times report Sunday said the FAA had delegated
part of the certification process for the plane-including the
MCAS-to Boeing engineers. The original safety analysis
provided to the FAA by Boeing contained “several crucial
flaws,” the newspaper said, adding that the process was
carried out hastily as Boeing struggled to catch up with
Airbus’s more advanced work on the A320 Neo. The
reporl was dated 11 days before the Ethiopian Airlines
accident, the newspaper reported.

‘All requirements... met’

The FAA refused on Sunday to comment on the news-
paper reports, noling the various investigations still under
way. In the face of budget cuts, the FAA since 2009 has
delegated some certification work to aircraft manufactur-
ers or to outside experts, a procedure known as ODA
(Organization Designation Authorization). On Sunday, the
agency defended its practice, insisting that the 737 MAX
had to pass multiple tests and reviews before being
authorized to fly.

It said the aircraft’s design was minutely examined,
ground and flight tests were conducted, and other civil
aviation authorities were consulted to ensure the “airplane
complies with FAA standards.” A statement provided by
Boeing to The Seattle Times said that “the FAA considered
the final configuration and operating parameters of MCAS
during MAX certification, and concluded that it met all
certification and regulatory requirements.” It said, without
elaborating, that there had been “some significant mischar-
acterizations” of the certification process.

What is MCAS system
Similarities between the Lion Air and Ethiopian Airlines
crashes, confirmed by black box data, have focused atten-
tion on an anti-stalling system used in the new Boeing 737
Max 8 aircraft. The Maneuvering Characleristics
Augmentation System (MCAS) is an automated safely [ea-

to suppress the Uighurs”. “The purpose of releasing the
so-called white paper is a means of gelling local support
for its extreme policies and to cover up human rights
abuses,” Dilxat Raxit, spokesman of the exiled World
Uyghur Congress, said in a stalement.

Xinjiang, which shares a border with several countries
including Pakistan and Afghanistan, has long suffered
from violent unrest, which China claims is orchestraled by
an organized “terrorist” movement seeking the region’s
independence. China has previously denied the presence
of internment camps, but have in recent months shifted to
calling them “vocational education centers” akin to
boarding schools, with students checking in voluntarily.

The “prevenlive measures” have brought a “marked
change” in the region, with people having “a much
stronger sense of [ulfillment, happiness and security,” the
while paper said. Last week, a top Xinjiang official said
that the camps would “gradually disappear” when there is
no longer a need for “education and training”.

A Chinese diplomal also defended the camps at the
UN Human Rights Council in Geneva, slamming “ill-inten-
tioned accusations” against the “vocational training cen-
Lers”. Bul former inmales have said they [ound themselves
incarcerated for transgressions such as wearing long
beards and face veils or sharing Islamic holiday greetings
on social media. Beijing has also gone on a public rela-
tions blitz in recent months, taking journalists and diplo-
mats on tours to visit the region and the centers.

1.5 million detained?

Adrian Zenz, an independent German researcher, esti-
males there are up to 1.5 million people held in such
camps now. “This is based on the fact that we have a
range of different internment facilities, many of which
have expanding dramatically not only in 2017 but also
2018... and the increasing internment rates among Kazakh
and other small Muslim minority groups,” he said.

He added that the writing of an “official version” of

over 100 TV channels, 284 radio stations and just over 400
newspapers and magazines, according lo a recent govern-
ment report. Most of the outlets are private. But growing vio-
lence has made the country one of the most dangerous envi-
ronments for the media. Last month, two journalists were shot
and killed when gunmen stormed their radio station in
Taloqan, the capital of Takhar province in north-east
Aflghanistan. The pair, both men in their 20s, worked for
Radio Hamsada, a privale broadcaster. In January, Afghan

RENTON: An image of a Boeing 737 MAX 8 is pictured on the exterior of the Boeing Renton Factory in Renton,

Washington. — AFP

ture on the 737 Max 8 designed to prevent the plane from
enlering into a slall, or losing lift. Both the Lion Air jet,
which crashed in October, killing 189 people, and the
Ethiopian Airlines aircraft, which went down a week ago
Sunday, leaving 157 people dead, were fitted with the sys-
tem. Both planes experienced similarly erratic steep climbs
and descents and fluctuating airspeeds before crashing
shortly after takeoff.

A malfunction of the system was implicated in the Lion
Air accident in Indonesia. The US Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) said findings from the crash site and
“newly refined satellite data” warranted “further investiga-
tion of the possibility of a shared cause for the two inci-
dents.” The 737 Max 8 and 9 have been grounded world-
wide since the Ethiopia crash, and on Friday industry
sources said Boeing plans to upgrade the MCAS system in
the “coming weeks.”

MCAS was introduced by Boeing on the 737 Max 8
because its heavier, more fuel-efficient engines changed

BEIJING: A Uighur delegate (center) attends the Xinjiang
delegation meeting at the ongoing National People’s
Congress at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing. —AFP

Xinjiang history - much like what has been done in Tibel -
allows China to implement tough measures against what it
sees as separatism. “Even slight acts of deviance can so
quite easily be interpreted as akin to high treason, and
punished most severely,” Zenz said.

Many Uighurs and Xinjiang experts say the previous
violent episodes stem largely from spontanecous outbursts
of anger at Chinese cultural and religious repression, and
that Beijing plays up terrorism to justify tight control of
the resource-rich region. “It is indisputable thal Xinjiang
is an inseparable part of Chinese territory,” according to
the white paper. “Uighurs are formed through long-term
migration and ethnic integration, nol descendants of
Turkic people.”— AFP

cilizen journalist Jawid Noori was snalched from his car and
murdered by the Taleban in Farah province, in the country’s
wesl. Media watchdog group Reporters Without Borders
(RSF) reported that 2018 was the deadliest vear on record for
journalists in Afghanistan. “Eighteen journalists lost their lives
in the line of duty last year,” Danish said. According to RSI,
60 journalists and media workers have been killed in
Afghanistan since the US-led invasion in 2001 - an average of
around three a year, —AFP

the aerodynamic qualities of the workhorse aircraft and
can cause the plane’s nose to pitch up in certain condi-
tions during manual flight. Angle of attack sensors on
the aircraft tell the MCAS to automatically point the
nose of the plane down if it is in danger of going into a
stall. This is done through horizontal stabilizers on the
plane’s tail which are actlivated by the aircraft’s flight
control computer.

According to Boeing, MCAS does not control the plane
during normal flight but “improves the behavior of the air-
plane” during “non-normal” situations. These could be
steep turns or after takeoff when a plane is climbing with
flaps up at speeds that are close to stall speed. According
Lo the flight data recorder, the pilots of Lion Air Flight 610
struggled Lo control the aircraft as the automated MCAS
system repeatedly pushed the plane’s nose down following
takeoff. The pilots of the Ethiopian Airlines plane reported
similar difficulty before the aircraft plunged into the
ground shortly after lakeofl.—Agencies

21 soldiers dead

as gunmen storm
Mali army camp

BAMAKO: Suspected jihadists killed 21 Malian sol-
diers in a raid on an army camp in central Mali on
Sunday, military sources said, after a dawn attack that
the armed forces believe was led by a deserter.
Driving cars and molorbikes, the attackers stormed
Dioura army camp in the Mopti region, in the latest
assault on the military as the country grapples with
the spread of extremist groups and instability.

“The provisional toll is 21 bodies discovered,” said
a military source, in figures also confirmed by a local
legislator. The altack was carried oul “by lerrorist
groups under the command of Ba Ag Moussa, a
deserter army colonel”, according to the Malian
armed forces. A second military source said there was
“a lot of damage”. “Our men responded. I saw at least
four bodies on the ground,” he said.

President Ibrahim Boubakar Keita, on Twiller, said
the Malian people were “united against terrible acts”,
without giving any death toll. Once a beacon of
democracy and stability in Africa, Mali in recent years
has been dogged by a coup, civil war and Islamist ter-
rorism. Extremists linked to Al-Qaeda took control of
Mali’s desert north in early 2012, but were largely
driven out in a French-led military operation launched
in January 2013. In June 2015, Mali’s government
signed a peace agreement with some armed groups,
but the jihadists remain active, and large tracts of the
country remain lawless.— AFP

Singaporean couple
jailed for ‘worst of
its kind’ maid abuse

SINGAPORE: A Singaporean couple was vesterday jailed
for abusing a Myanmar maid after the pair force-fed her
with a funnel, made her eat her own vomit and threatened to
kill her family if she reported the maltreatment. In a case
described by Singapore prosecutors as “arguably one of the
worst of its kind” in the city-state, the married couple-who
were sentenced two vears ago over the abuse of another
maid-beat and kicked their helper and made her clean the
house in her underwear. Moe Moe Than, 32, was also given
little food, limited use of the toilet and faced threats that her
parents in Myanmar would be killed if she reported the
abuse, court documents showed.

District Judge Olivia Low vesterday sentenced the
woman, Chia Yun Ling, to 47 months in prison and ordered
her to pay a fine. Her husband, Tay Wee Kial, a former infor-
mation technology manager, was jailed for 24 months. They
were ordered to pay compensation to the maid. Their mis-
treatment of Than during her employment of nearly a year in
2012 was detailed in more than 20 charges. “In the present
case, the accused persons had systematically and persist-
ently abused Moe Moe Than both physically and psycho-
logically throughout the period of her employment,” state
prosecutors told the court. One charge said Chia, a former
senior sales manager, force-fed the maid a mixture of rice
and sugar through a funnel after the helper told her she did
not have enough food to eat. —AFP
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‘Shameless’ scammers seeking to
cash in on New Zealand massacre

Emails with links to fake fraudulent accounts were being sent oul requesting money

CHRISTCHURCH: Scammers are trying to cash in on the
Christchurch mosque massacres, using phishing emails
with links to fake bank accounts lo ensnare people keen
to donate, New Zealand’s cyber security body said yes-
terday. The attack on two mosques in which 50 worship-
pers were killed, allegedly by a while supremacist, has
caused an outpouring of grief and prompted a flood of
donations-well over NZ$7 million (US$5 million) - to
those affected.

But CERT NZ, a government agency that responds to
cyber security incidents, said emails with links to fake
banking logins or fraudulent
accounts were being sent out
requesting money following
the tragedy. Westpac New
Zealand bank warned sepa-
rately in a statement that
scammers were sending emails
under its brand to swindle
money out of people. The
warning was posled on
Facebook, where the scam
drew a furious reaction from

New Zealand’s
cyber security
body warns

worst modern-day massacre, the government said yes-
terday, as it emerged that the white supremacist accused
of carrying out the killings al tlwo mosques will repre-
sent himself in court. Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern said
her coalition was unified on the need to reduce the avail-
ability of the kind of weapons used by Brenton Tarrant
as he went room to room shooting Muslims gathered for
Iriday prayers.

“We have made a decision as a cabinel, we are uni-
fied,” she said, flanked by her coalition partner and
deputy prime minister, Winston Peters. Peters, whose
New Zealand First party has
previously opposed changes,
said he backed the prime
minister fully. “The realily is
that after one pm on Friday
our world changed forever,
and so will our laws,” he said.
Ardern, the youthful premier
who has become the face of
the nation’s tragedy, said
there would be an inquiry
into the horrifying attack, as

users. “Disgusting these low
lives are trying to scam money
out of people when they're
most vulnerable” wrole one. “What a shameless act,”
wrote another.

Some NZ$5.8 million has been donated via online
fundraising platform givealittle, and a second-launch-
good-has received more than NZ$2 million. Forty pages
have so far been sel up on givealittle to bring in donations
to help those affected by the mass shooling, Robyn
Lentell of the Spark Foundation that runs the platform
was quoted as saying by the New Zealand Herald news-
paper. New donalion pages are “popping up every hour”,
she said, adding each was “extensively” checked and had
warning signs posted il they had not yel been moderated.

NZ pledges gun control
New Zealand will lighten gun laws in the wake ol ils

Turkey, Iran launch joint raid

ISTANBUL: Turkey and Iran yesterday started a joint
military operation against Kurdish rebels on Turkey’s
eastern border, state-run Anadolu news agency quoted
the interior minister as saying. Turkey has recently
talked about a possible joint operation with neighbor
Iran to counter outlawed militants from the Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK), but this is the first time Turkish
authorities have confirmed a raid. “We started staging
a joint operation with Iran against the PKK on our
eastern border as of 0800 this morning,” Suleyman
Soylu said of the operation against the PKK, listed as a
terror group by Ankara and its Western allies. “We will
announce the resull later,” he said. —AFP

|
5 Burkina troops killed

OUAGADOUGOU: Five members of the security forces
were killed in roadside bomb attacks in eastern Burkina
Faso at the weekend, officials said yesterday. A police-
man and a soldier were killed on Saturday when their
vehicle struck an improvised explosive device (IED) in
Kompienga, a security official said. Late Sunday, three
soldiers were killed in the same area by the same
technique, another official said. A third person who
was in the vehicle was injured and taken to hospital,
the official said. The attacks bear the hallmarks of
jihadist groups whose insurgency in the Sahel spilled
over into Burkina Faso four years ago. More than 300
people have been killed, typically in hit-and-run raids,
and the capital Ouagadougou has been hit three
times. Attacks using IEDs began in August 2018 and
have claimed more than 60 lives, according to a toll
compiled by AFP— AFP

.
Honduras journalist killed

TEGUCIGALPA: A Honduran reporter critical of the gov-
ernment was shot dead in the south of the central American
country, police and rights groups said yesterday. Police in
Nacaome, 100 kilomelers south of the capital Tegucigalpa,
said Leonardo Gabriel Hernandez, 54, was shot and wound-
ed in the street and taken to a clinic, where he died.
Hernandez - a Valle TV reporter whom a wilness said was
on foot when met by someone who opened fire - was a
sharp critic of Honduras government. The non-governmen-
tal Committee for Free Expression (C-Libre) said
Hernandez was the director and presenter of the “El Pueblo
Habla” (“The People Speak”) program. Spokesman for the
National Commissioner of Human Rights, Julio Velasquez,
said 77 journalists, broadcasters, owners and employees of
media have been murdered in Honduras since 2001.— AFP

|
Iranian border guard killed

LONDON: An Iranian guard was killed in a fight with
an armed group near the western border with Iraq,
local media reported yesterday. Iran’s armed forces
have been stepping up their presence along its borders
to prevent smuggling, illegal immigration and militant
infiltration. “Last night around 9 pm, the border guards
who were trying to stop armed smugglers entering the
country had a fight with armed bandits,” Tasnim news
agency quoted Kiumars Sheikhi, commander of the
border guards in Kermanshah province as saying. He
said a member of the Baneh county border patrol had
been killed in the fight. Sheikhi said members of the
armed group were planning a sabotage operation in
Iran, but did not give details or say whether they were
connected to militant groups.—Reuters

questions swirl over whether
intelligence agencies should
have spotted warning signs.

The role of social media has also come under the
spotlight, after the gunman livestreamed his rampage on
Facebook. A teenager, whose name cannot be published,
appeared in courl yesterday charged with distributing
that footage. Meanwhile, police launched a probe into a
bomb hoax that forced an hours-long closure of the air-
port in Dunedin on Sunday, where Tarrant lived. Griefl
continued to wash across the nation yesterday, with
New Zealanders of all stripes gathering to express
revulsion over the killings-and a unified front against
racial hatred.

Family and friends outside Al Noor mosque-the scene
of the largest massacre-held a sunsel prayer session,
with their mournful cries echoing through a park as
locals looked on. “It just happened to be the time of our

New Zealand’s leader
tackles tragedy with
empathy and resolve

SYDNEY: Scarcely 18 months in office, Jacinda Ardern
faces an era-defining tragedy for her country - and is win-
ning praise for meeting the moment with a deft mix of
empathy and resolve. Tragedies like the murder of 50
Muslim worshippers in Christchurch can shape nations.
They can also derail political careers and cement a leader’s
place in the history books - for good or for ill.

Barack Obama’s tearful public appearance after 20 ele-
mentary school children were murdered at Sandy Hook in
2012 and his singing of ‘Amazing Grace’ at the memorial
for slain pastor Clementa Pinckney were seminal moments
of his eight years in the White House. Vladimir Putin’s first
months in office were thoroughly overshadowed by images
of him holidaying on the Black Sea as all 118 submariners
aboard the sunken Kursk lay dead.

Within hours of the mosque massacres, Ardern was in
Christchurch, wearing a headscarf in a poignant show of
solidarily with victims’ families. The next day, in the capital
Wellington, she put on the headscarf again and was seen in
emotional embraces with members of the shellshocked
Muslim community. The heartfelt expressions of solidarity
and shared pain embodied the sense of vulnerability many
Kiwis now feel, and offered a powerful rebuttal of the poli-
lics of hate.

“She never had to deal with something so horrific,” said

On Champs Elysees,
shattered glass and
smoking ruins

PARIS: It is meant to be one of the world’s most elegant
streets: more than a kilometer of boutiques, restaurants,
sidewalk cafes and fashion outlets vying for tourists’
attention. But yesterday, the Champs Elysees looked more
like a construction site. On their 18th Saturday of protests
against President Emmanuel Macron and his policies,
Irance’s Gilets Jaunes (‘yellow vest’) movement targeted
the tree-lined avenue that runs from the Arc de Triomphe,
smashing banks, ransacking restaurants, burning newspa-
per kiosks and looting luxury stores.

From GAP to leather goods maker Longchamp, from
Levis to high-end bakery Laduree, a hard core of violent
protesters threw cobble stones through pane-glass win-
dows, scrawled gralffiti on walls, set fire to half a dozen
newspaper stands and torched famed restaurant Le
Fouquel’s in an orgy of destruction. Whether the Disney
store or Samsung, Tissol, Zara or Dior, few major relailers
were left untouched by the rampage, which also took in a
cinema, Hugo Boss, a Renault branded cafe, an Iran Air
office and banks from Societe Generale to HSBC.

Among those that did emerge unscathed, perhaps
thanks to heavy boarding-up after previous bouts of van-
dalism, were Apple’s flagship store, Tiffany & Co and Louis
Vuitton. Carpenters were cutting wood to board up shat-
tered windows on Monday morning, and glass panes were
being replaced in some bus-stops and storefronts, but
stretches of the wide avenue remained a mess, with the
smell of charred paper and melal hanging over the inciner-
ated carcasses of newspaper kiosks.

“It’s a bit of a mess,” said Michael Bilaniuk, a tourist
from Ontario, Canada who said he had come straight to
the Champs Elysees to check out the scene after arriving
in France, aware that the Gilets Jaunes had been on the
rampage. “IUs almost part of the Llourist allraclion-we’ve
heard and seen so much about the protests, you kind of

CHRISTCHURCH: Students gesture while singing during a vigil in Christchurch yesterday, three days after a shooting
incident at two mosques in the city that claimed the lives of 50 Muslim worshippers. —AFP

evening prayer. Anywhere you are, you can jusl pray
anywhere,” Saivad Raza, who had travelled from
Auckland to bury his cousin who died in the shootings,
told AFP. Earlier, a Maori cleansing ceremony was per-
formed at the mosque, bringing together indigenous
Kiwis, Muslim leaders and local officials.

Dozens of students then paid their respects, with
many coming together for a haka-a traditional Maori
ceremonial dance that has been performed by groups
across New Zealand in the wake of killings. And in
Auckland, students at Orewa College gathered to form a

Vicki Spencer, of the Universily of Otago’s politics depart-
ment, “nor has any other New Zealand Prime Minister.”
But she quickly moved beyond the role of consoler-in-
chief to confront the challenges posed by an Australian
white supremacist who, unbeknownst to any security
agency, was able to come to her country, legally purchase
weapons of war, and devastate the nation. Within hours of
the tragedy, Ardern started tackling those challenges,
declaring: “I can tell you right now, our gun laws will
change.”

“I know that there is, understandably, grief in New
Zealand right now, but there is anger too, there are ques-
tions thal need to be answered,” she said later in one of
many televised interviews, the tone both reassuring and
firm. “Empathy has always been one of her strengths and
never has it shown more,” said David Farrar of the popular
politically-focused Kiwiblog. “The picture of her in
Christchurch wearing a headscarfl looking devaslated is a
powerful iconic image. I think Ardern has been near per-
fect in her response to the tragedy.”

Baby politics

Until the gunman walked into the Al Noor Mosque in
Christchurch on Friday afternoon, Ardern was better
known around the world as a new mother holding down a
difficult and busy job. She became an instant champion for
working women the world over when she brought her
infant daughter Neve onlo the floor of the UN Assembly in
New York last year. Becoming only the second prime min-
ister in the world to give birth while in office - after
Pakistan’s Benazir Bhutto in 1990 - allowed the leader of a
small, remote nation of just 4.5 million people to enjoy an
extraordinarily high profile.

She has graced lalk show host Stephen Colbert’s couch,
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PARIS: A man takes pictures of the wreckages of

protesters clashed with riot police forces on the
Champs-Elysees during the 18th consecutive
Saturday of demonstrations called by the ‘Yellow
Vest’ movement. — AFP

want to come and sce for yourself what’s happened. It’s
interesting.” Nearby, protesters’ slogans were written
across a storefront and the elegant entranceway to a
gallery of shops. “They have millions, we are the millions”
read one. Another threatened: “We are a legion, you are
pawns, be careful.”

‘Protest too far’

Since the ‘vellow vest’” movement began in November,
originally as a protest against fuel taxes before morphing
into a general denunciation of Macron’s politics, the gov-
ernment has struggled to neutralize the threat. While there
has been a protest every Saturday in Paris and other cities
since November, not all of them have been as violent and
destructive as Saturday’s, which has made it hard for busi-
nesses to predict how to prepare. While some retailers
began boarding up their shops after rioting in early
December, in recent weeks the numbers joining the
protests declined sharply and many storcowners may have
thought it was safe to operate normally again.—Reuters

L)

heart and the message “Kia Kaha”-"stay strong” in
Maori. The organisers of New Zecaland’s largest gun
show-the Kumeu Militaria Show, near Auckland-
announced yesterday they had cancelled the event in the
wake of the massacre and because of “clevated securily
risks”. Despite having tightened the rules in the 1990s
after the last mass shooting, New Zealand has relatively
permissive gun laws, with licences granted to nearly
every applicant. David Tipple, the managing director of
Gun City, whose online store sold Tarrant four weapons,
said he felt no responsibility for the killings.—Agencies

CHRISTCHURCH: New Zealand Prime Minister
Jacinda Ardern meets with the representatives of
the refugee centre during a visit to the Canterbury
Refugee Centre in Christchurch. —AFP

mel with celebrities such as Anne Hathaway and shared
parenting tips with the panel of NBC’s Today Show. Amid
a sea ol conservalive leaders, the 38-year-old has become
a hero to the disgruntled centre-left around the world.
Like Canadian Prime minister Justin Trudeau, her advocacy
for climate action and gender equality has led her to be
branded the anti-Trump. Like Trudeau, Ardern has not
been shy about expressing her displeasure at Trump’s pol-
itics or leveraging his unpopularity in New Zealand to
boost her own.—AFP

Facebook scrubs 1.5
million attack videos;
Criticism goes viral

CHRISTCHURCH: Facebook says il removed a slag-
gering 1.5 million videos showing harrowing viral
footage of the Christchurch mosque rampage but criti-
cism of social media giants for failing Lo block images
of the “real-time terror attack” is also spreading fast.
As the alleged gunman callously picked off his victims
in Christchurch’s Al Noor mosque, he livestreamed the
gruesome scene on Facebook Live, apparently using a
camera mounted on his body, after also tweeling a
racist “manifesto.”

Facebook said it “quickly” removed the video, plus
the gunman’s account and Instagram, and in the first 24
hours scrubbed 1.5 million videos worldwide “of which
1.2 million were blocked at upload.” Spokeswoman Mia
Garlick from Facebook New Zealand said the firm was
“working around the clock to remove violating content
using a combination of technology and people.” But
despite pleas - and official orders from authorities -
not to share the content, the footage proliferated
widely online and experts said the 17-minute video
was easily retrievable several hours after the atlack
that killed 50 people.

According Lo Facebook’s own [ligures, al least
300,000 videos were not blocked before being
uploaded and there is no official data on how many
times these were viewed or shared. New Zealand
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern said authorities did
whatever they could to purge the web of the images
but laid the responsibility at the door of the Silicon
Valley giants. “Ultimately it has been up to those
platforms to facilitate their removal,” she told
reporters.— AFP
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In Thailand election, new ‘war
room’ polices the social media

Military-run Thailand strictly limits campaigning online

BANGKOK: In Thailand’s election “war room”, authorities
scroll through thousands of social media posts, looking for
violations of laws restricting political parties” campaigning on
social media that activists say are among the most prohibitive
in the world. The monitors are on the look-out for posts that
“spread lies, slander candidates, or use rude language”, all
violations of the new electoral law, said Sawang Boonmee,
depuly secrelary-general of the Election Commission, who
gave a Reuters team an exclusive tour of the facility.

When they find an offending post, on, for example,
Facebook, they print it out, date-stamp it, and file it in a
clear plastic folder, to be handed over to the Election
Commission and submitted to Facebook for removal. “When
we order content to be removed, we'll reach out to the plat-
forms, and they are happy to cooperate with us and make
these orders efficient,” Sawang said.

Sawang said the tough electoral laws governing social
media for the March 24 election, the first since a 2014 mili-
tary coup, are a necessary innovation aimed at preventing
manipulation that has plagued other countries’ elections in
recent years. “Other countries don’t do this. Thailand is
ahead of the curve with regulating social media to ensure
orderly campaigning and to protect candidates,” Sawang
said. A Facebook representative said it reviewed requests
from governments on a case-by-case basis.

We have a government request process, which is no dif-
ferent in Thailand than the rest of the world,” the represen-
Lative said. Twilter did nol respond Lo a request for com-
ment. Democracy advocales, worry the social media restric-
tions laid out by the military government may be impeding
parties from [reely campaigning. The rules require that can-

didates and parties register social media handles and submit
a post to the commission, stating what platform it will
appear on and for how long.

Parties and candidates are only allowed to discuss poli-
cies, and posts that are judged to be misleading voters or
that portray others negatively could see the party disquali-
fied, or a candidale jailed for up to 10 years and banned
from politics for 20. Pongsak Chan-on, coordinator of the
Bangkok-based Asia Network for Free and Fair Election
(ANTREL), said the rules go far beyond combating “fake
news” and raise questions about how free and fair the elec-
tion will be. “The rules are stricter than in any recent elec-
tions anywhere. They're so detailed and strict that parties
are obstructed,” he told Reuters.

‘Doesn’t bode well for democracy’

The monitoring centre, with a signboard reading “E-War
Room”, has three rows of computers and stacks of print-
outs, with half a dozen workers spending eight hours a day
searching for violations of the law. Sawang said another
intelligence centre scanned for violations 24 hours a day but
it was “off-limits” to media.

The election is broadly seen as a race between the mili-
tary-backed prime minister, Prayuth Chan-ocha, and parties
that want the military out of politics. But the stringent rules
have left anti-junta parties fretting about how to campaign
online, nervous that they could inadvertently break a rule
that triggers disqualification. Up Lo now, the new rules have
not been used to disqualify any candidates though the very
threat has had a dampening effect and encouraged self-
censorship.

Baby reunited
with dad;
Indonesia flood
death toll hits 79

SENTANI: A baby trapped under rubble
after flash flooding destroyed his home in
Indonesia has been reunited with his father
after the disaster killed the rest of their
family, officials said yeslerday, as the death
toll hit 79. The five-month old was plucked
Sunday [rom debris inside a house where
his mother and siblings were found dead in
the hard-hit town of Sentani. The tot has
since been returned Lo his surviving father.

“We took the baby to the hospital and
had him treated,” Papua military spokesman
Muhammad Aidi told AFP. “He was in stable
condition and has been released. The father
was distressed but happy to be reunited
with his baby.” The news came as
Indonesia’s disaster agency raised the offi-
cial death toll from 58 on Sunday, with
more than three dozen people still missing.

Indonesia’s military took up the grim task
of putting the corpses of mud-caked victims
into body bags, after flash floods and land-
slides ripped through the area. Scores have
been injured in the disaster, triggered by
torrential rain on Salurday. “The death Loll
could still go up,” said national disaster
agency spokesman Sutopo Purwo Nugroho.
Rescuers battled mud, rocks and fallen trees
in the hunt for survivors, as medical person-
nel treated the wounded in makeshift tents.
“People need food, blankets, clean clothes
and clean water,” Nugroho said.

State of emergency

In Doyo, one of the most affected areas,
a housing complex was littered with huge
rocks believed to have rolled down from a
nearby mountain, while sediment and
waste were piled up on the pavement. The
military said 5,700 people have been
evacuated from the hard-hit arca. “We
have over 1,000 personnel searching for
more victims,” Aidi said. Disaster-prone

Indonesia has issued a 14-day state of

emergency in response to the floods.
Papua shares a border with independent
Papua New Guinea on an island just north
ol Australia. Flooding is common in
Indonesia, especially during the rainy sea-
son which runs from October to April.

In January, floods and landslides killed
al least 70 people on Sulawesi island,
while earlier this month hundreds in West
Java province were forced to evacuate
when lorrential rains triggered severe
flooding. Meanwhile, three people were
killed-including two Malaysian Lourists-
and some 182 were injured after an earth-
quake Sunday triggered a landslide on the
Indonesian tourist island of Lombok, next
to Bali.

The 5.5-magnitude quake is thought to
have caused the landslide at the Tiu Kelep
waterfall in the north of the island.
Lombok was rocked by several earth-
quakes last summer, killing more than 500
people and leaving over 150,000 home-
less. Last September, the country was hit
by an earthquake and tsunami in Palu on
Sulawesi island which killed around 2,200
people. The Southeast Asian archipelago
of some 17,000 islands is one of the most
disaster-prone nations on Earth, straddling
the Pacific Ring of Fire, where tectonic
plates collide. Earthquakes and volcanic
eruptions are common. —AFP

Hundreds of India
land laws cause
confusion, conflict

NEW DELHL: The sheer number and com-
plexity of India’s land laws make them inac-
cessible to most people, researchers warned
yesterday, with many sparking the types of
conflicts that they are supposed to help
resolve. A study of just eight of India’s 29
states published by the New Delhi-based
think tank the Centre for Policy Research
(CPR), showed that there are more than
1,200 laws related Lo land, alongside aboul
150 federal laws.

The laws largely deal with reform, acqui-
sition, laxation, land use and records, said

Australian teen who
egged senator hailed
online as ‘heroic’

MELBOURNE: An Australian leen who egged a
far-right senator over his offensive comments
about the Christchurch mosque attacks has
been hailed as “heroic” by inlernel users, who
have raised thousands of dollars in support of
his protest. William Connolly, now better known
as “Eggboy”, cracked an egg over Fraser
Anning’s head at a press conference in
Melbourne Saturday, prompting the senator to
hit him in the face repeatedly. The controversial
politician had a day earlier triggered outrage by
claiming the attack in New Zealand that killed

Namita Wabhi, head of the Land Rights
Initiative al the CPR, adding that some dat-
ed back to the colonial era, and many con-
tradict each other. “We have so many laws
but there is no publicly available database
where someone can easily access them,” she
told a land conference in New Delhi.

“With so many laws, and with the added
complication of the colonial legacy and post-
colonial struclure, there are invariably dis-
putes and conflicts,” said Wahi, who is now
analysing the land laws of the remaining 21
Indian states. Matters related to land and
property make up about two-thirds of all civil
cases in India, according to a 2016 study by
Bengaluru-based legal advocacy Daksh,
which found that most involved people with
low incomes and only basic educalion.

More than 22 million cases are pending in
India’s district courts, according lo federal
governmenl dala. Of these, 7.5 million are

50 people al two mosques was the resull of
Muslim immigration Lo the country.

Connolly’s act has spawned viral memes and
drawn support from social media users around
the world, with one setting up a GoFundMe
page which quickly raised Aus$44,000
(US$31,000) Lo cover “legal fees” and “more
eggs”. An update to the page, which could not
be verified, said “EggBoi (Will) plans o send a
majorily of the money Lo the victims of the
Christchurch terrorist attack”. “I donated for his
heroic act in front of bigotry and racism. What
he did is very inspiring for a young kid,” wrote
one supporter, Mohamed Majrad.

Another simply wrote: “VIVA EGG BOI!”
Anning’s remarks had drawn condemnation
from across the political spectrum. Prime
Minister Scott Morrison described the
Queensland senator’s comments as “appalling”

CHAIYAPHUM: Pheu Thai party candidate for Prime Minister Sudarat Keyuraphan (center) speaks dur-
ing a rally in Chaiyaphum province yesterday, ahead of the March 24 general election. —AFP

civil cases, and more than 6 million have
dragged on for more than five years. Many
of the cases are related to inheritance, as
slates have differing laws, with mallers also
decided by religion and custom, said Shipra
Deo at land rights advocacy group Landesa.
While a 2005 federal law gave Hindu
women across India equal inheritance rights,
several states had since amended the law to
discriminale against them, she said. Few
women made claims, because they were
unaware of the law, or were forced to give
up their claims to male relatives, said Deo,
who recently researched inherilance laws in
Indian states. In nearly a third of the states -
mostly in the north - the inheritance provi-
sion for women was not equal, she told the
Thomson Reuters Foundation on the side-
lines of the conference. “In several stales,
the law does not necessarily follow the spirit
of the 2005 law,” she said. —Reuters

and “ugly” with “no place in Australia”. Former
PM Kevin Rudd dubbed Anning a “racist and a
fascist”, and encouraged Australians o sign a
petition calling for him to be booted out of par-
liament. The Change.org petition has amassed
1.2 million digilal signatures.

Anning brushed ofl the backlash yesterday,
repeating his claims tying Muslim immigration
Lo Lerrorism and defending his use ol violence
against the 17-year-old, according to ABC.
Vicloria Police are investigating the incident,
including Anning’s response, the national broad-
caster reported. Anning has previously drawn
controversy by calling for a “final solution Lo the
immigration problem” and claiming that “all ter-
rorists these days are Muslims”. Self-confessed
white supremacist Brenton Tarrant, from
Australia, has been charged with murder in the
Christchurch mass shootings. —AFP
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Rohingya ‘lost gen’
struggles to study in
Bangladesh camps

ixteen-year-old Kefayat Ullah walked to his school in

southern Bangladesh in late January, as he had done most

days for the previous six years, to find that - despite being
one of the top students in his class - he had been expelled. A
government investigation had outed him, along with dozens of
his classmales, as a Rohingya refugee, a member of the mostly
stateless Muslim minority from neighboring Myanmar. “Our
headmaster called us into his office and told us that there’s an
order that Rohingya students have no rights to study here any-
more,” said the teenager, a small boy with cropped hair and a
faint moustache. “We went back home crying.”

For years, Bangladeshi schools have quietly admitted some
of the Rohingya who live as refugees in sprawling camps on the
country’s southern coast, and whose numbers have swelled to
more than 1 million since violence across the border in 2017.
But the new influx has tested the hospitality of the Bangladeshi
government, leading them to apply tighter controls on the pop-
ulation. The recent expulsions highlight the struggle of hun-
dreds of thousands of children desperate to study in the world’s
largest refugee settlement, but at risk of missing out on crucial
years of education and the chance to obtain formal qualifica-
tions. More than 730,000 Rohingya fled Myanmar after a mili-
tary campaign in late 2017 that the United Nations has said
was executed with “genocidal intent”. Thousands more, like
Kefayat, were born in Bangladesh after their parents fled earlier
waves of violence.

Though Myanmar says it is ready to welcome back the
refugees, northern Rakhine state, from where they fled, is still
riven by ethnic tensions and violence, and the UN has said
conditions are not right for them to return. Bangladesh’s Prime
Minister, Sheikh Hasina, meanwhile, has said the country can-
not afford to integrate them.

‘Hungry for education’

In some countries, governments allow refugees Lo study in
local schools, allowing them to gain recognized qualifications,
or permit institutions in the camps to teach the national cur-
riculum. But Bangladesh has not recognized the vast majority
of the Rohingya as refugees and does not issue birth certifi-
cates for those born in the camps, making their legal status
unclear. The government has also forbidden centers in the
camps from teaching the Bangladesh curriculum, according to
the UN children’s agency, UNICEE

“Many students are depressed and frustrated,” said a 21-
year-old who asked not to be named because he was continu-
ing to pass as Bangladeshi so he could go to university. “Yes,
we are somehow pretending to be Bangladeshi students. Yes,
we have got some education. But now, where will we go? The
world should think about this: if we can't study, our future will
be damaged. We are hungry for education.”

In the headmaster’s office at Leda High School, piles of
textbooks inscribed with the names of some of the 64 expelled
students lay stacked in a corner. “We are very sorry and disap-
pointed about the decision,” said the principal, Jamal Uddin.
“The government is providing everything for the Rohingya -
why not education?” But others were relieved. Eighteen
months on from the start of the crisis, and with no resolution in
sight, some local people are losing patience. In the grassy play-
ground of the school, its founder, 48-year-old Kamal Uddin
Ahmed, said the arrival of the Rohingya had been a massive
upheaval for the local area. “How do you think I feel?” he said.
“We don’t mind the Rohingya, but we mind our lives.”
Intelligence officials who visited said it was “not safe for the
country, not safe for our people” to have Rohingya in schools,
he said. Rohingya have been accused by some of bringing
drugs and crime to Bangladesh.

‘Short term’

In a letter to local headmasters dated January, Bangladesh’s
Refugee Relief and Repatriation Commission Chief Abul Kalam
said that an intelligence report on the situation had been filed
with the prime minister’s office in November. “It has been seen
the trend of Rohingya children’s participation in getting educa-
tion has been increasing,” Kalam said in the letter, seen by
Reuters, adding that some Rohingya had obtained fake
Bangladeshi identity documents through “dishonest public rep-
resentatives”. “It is advised to monitor strictly so that no
Rohingya children can take education outside the camps or
clsewhere in Bangladesh,” he said.

Asked about his order to expel Rohingya children from
local schools, Kalam said they were gelling an education from
learning centres in the camps. “They are not allowed to enrol in
Bangladeshi schools as they are not Bangladeshi cilizens,” he
said. But many children and their parents say the hundreds of
learning centers operated in the camps by international NGOs
and the UN offer mostly unstructured learning and playtime.

Bob Rae, Canada’s Special Envoy to Myanmar, who has
also travelled to Bangladesh, said Bangladesh authorities
including Sheikh Hasina “have emphasized that the refugee
camp is supposed to be ‘short term’ and that to talk about
schooling beyond learning centres for very young children
would risk giving the impression, to Myanmar and the world,
that camps were there to stay”.

Secret studying

In the camps, many children study by themselves from tat-
tered textbooks carried from Myanmar or purchased at local
markels, where stalls ply a swilt trade in copies of the Myanmar
curriculum smuggled across the border. Recent fighting in the
region has made imports tougher, one stall owner said. “There
are many Rohingya who can't get the Myanmar curriculum -
we are doing this so we can help them,” said 20-year-old
Nurul Ansur, the Bangladeshi proprietor of a print shop which
specializes in copies of the textbooks, pulling a copy of ‘Grade
One Primer, Basic Education’ from a filing cabinet. —Reuters
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French President Emmanuel Macron greets people after the United Nations Environment assembly on March 14, 2019 in Nairobi. —AFP

French companies struggling in East Africa

n a trip to East Africa last week, a beaming French
OPrcsidcnl Emmanuel Macron was driven through the

grounds of the Kenyan president’s official residence
in a locally assembled Peugeot 3008 car. Two days earlier, he
toured churches hewn into the rock in Ethiopia. On a visil
last vear, he went to a Nigerian nightclub. Macron, 41, is try-
ing to recast the style of France’s engagement in Africa,
where il was once a colonial power, hoping that building
warmer cultural and personal ties will help boost business,
trade and investment.

He signed contracts worth about €2 billion ($2.27 billion)
while in Kenya, whereas British Prime Minister Theresa May
did not conclude any on a similar trip last August. A consor-
tium led by Vinci secured a 30-year concession worth €1.6
billion to operate a highway linking the Kenyan capital and
Mau Summit in western Kenya. Renewables firm Voltalia
sealed a €70-million contract for a solar power plant and an
Airbus-led consortium won a €200 million deal for coastal
and maritime surveillance.

But Macron’s four-day tour of Kenya, Ethiopia and for-
mer colony Djibouti showed how big a battle France faces in
Africa, where China, Turkey and others have moved in
quickly and aggressively, and compelition is [ierce from
African countries. In 2017, French exports to Kenya, a for-
mer Brilish colony, were about $200 million - about half

Uganda’s exports Lo ils neighbor. China exported $3.8 bil-
lion, making it Kenya’s biggest trading partner.

The personal touch is vital when competing with China,
French officials say. “We've always used that form of diploma-
cy Lo implant ourselves,” said a French diplomat in the region.
“But it becomes all the more important when facing China,
because il dilferentiates us from their contract-oriented, low-
cost, low-interest model of doing business.”

Tough task

Trade figures across the continent show how tough the
task ahead is for France, the world’s sixth largest economy.
Irom 2000 Lo 2017, the portion of all French exports that
went Lo Africa halved from 11 percent to 5.5 percent. The
main competition has come from Chinese goods, particularly
in French-speaking West Alrica. Since coming Lo office in
May 2017, Macron, who spent several months as a diplomal-
ic intern in Nigeria in the early 2000s, has visited 16 African
states, with two visits each to Mali and Morocco.

He has focused mainly on long-running relationships in
French-speaking Africa, particularly the Sahel, where the
responsibilities of the 4,500 French troops deployed there
include fighting Islamic State. But he also has sought to build
ties with Ghana, Nigeria, Kenya and Ethiopia. Last week’s
trip was a chance for Macron Lo show thal “for Loo long we

treated these East African countries like Banana Republics
and they don't like that,” said a former French envoy. “They
have resources, financial means and growth. “I'm not con-
vinced that what is seen as ‘our Africa’ (France’s former
colonies) can offer the business opportunities we have else-
where on the continent.”

France is now seeking more targeted investments in specif-
ic sectors. The national development agency pours aboul 5
billion euros a vear into Africa yet that barely scratches the
surface alongside the cheap loans, big infrastructure invest-
ments and f{inancing by China. “IU’s not easy lo develop these
economic links,” said Francois Gualme of the French Institute
of International Relations, who worked for France’s develop-
ment agency. “There’s a polilical presence, but the economic
presence remains small.”

In Ethiopia, Macron said he wanted a new economic rela-
tionship, but Beijing has also been forging economic ties with
Addis Ababa. China rebuilt, and financed through a multi-bil-
lion dollar loan, the rail link between the Ethiopian capital
and Djibouli thal was constructed by the French in 1917.
There are many signs of China’s presence, including Chinese
laborers building skyscrapers or greetings of “Ni Hao” from
children. Some Ethiopians resent the Chinese influence and
hark back to when French and European influence was felt
more widely. —Reulers

This is our truth: In reference
to our Constitution of the
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela

By Ruben Alfredo Avila Avila
Ambassador of the Bolivarian
Republic of Venezuela to the
State of Kuwait

3 group of countries whose
governments are in the
hands of neoliberal and
rightwing businessmen have unil-
ed under the tutelage of the
Secretary General of the OAS, a
cerlain governmenl ol a world
power and some countries in the
U - whose extincl glories seek
Lo recolonize our motherland by
recognizing a self-proclaimed
“Interim President” of the
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
and configuring a coup d’elal
against the Constlitulional
President Nicolas Maduro Moros,
elected by popular suffrage on
May 20, 2018 as agreed between
the government and the opposi-
tion on March 1 of the same year,
when they signed in Caracas the
“Electoral Guaranlees
Agreement.”

According to our constitution,
the presidential elections are
held in December, although this
lime they were rescheduled as a
result of the dialogue held for
several weeks between the gov-
ernment and the opposition in
the Dominican Republic under
the auspices of its president
Danilo Medina and the facilila-
tion of Jose Luis Rodriguez
Zapatero, former head of the
Spanish government and the
accompaniment by some govern-
ments of the region.

Hours before the signature of
this agreement, the congressman
Julio Borges (currently a fugitive
from the Venezuelan justice for
crashing his car against a child
and causing his death), received a
call from the then President of
Colombia, Juan Manuel Sanlos,
and refused to sign the agree-
ment. | will not refer the articles

of our constitution that are con-
vincingly and ignorantly used lo
give legal sustenance Lo this new
coup attempt, during which the
Venezuelan right has been
manipulating the media, making it
seem as if they were the majority
and that they counted “the sup-
port of the Venezuelan people”,
without having any electoral
process to validate it.

In this sense, article 72 of our
constitution tells us that: All
political offices and magistrates
ol popular election are revocable.
After half of the period for which
the official was elected for, a
number less than twenty percent
of the registered electors may
requesl the convocalion of a ref-
erendum Lo revoke their mandate.
When equal or greater number of
electors would have voted in
favor of the revocation, provided
that the participation in the refer-
endum is equal to or greater than
twenty-five percent of the regis-
tered voters, its mandate will be
considered revoked and will pro-
ceed immediately to cover the
absolute lack.

The only truth is that the
opposition did not request the
recall referendum when half of
President Nicolas Maduro’s term
was fulfilled for a very simple
reason; they were not and will
never be a majority. The only
majorily with which they count is
that of a self-proclamation before
the international rightwing, the
Secretary General of the OAS,
the Lima Cartel (Group of Latin-
American righlwing govern-
menls) and on social media, by
mandate of an international pow-
er. On the other hand, President
Nicolas Maduro does have the
legitimacy of the one that gives
him the original power; that is the
power that emanales from our
glorious Venezuelan people. That
is our truth...

Remote Cape with
‘world’s cleanest air’
offers smog respite

s much of Asia wheezes, coughs and
Agnil'ﬂes its way through another smog

cason, one isolated and windswept
corner of Australia is serving as the global
standard for clean air. With panoramic views of
swaying lussock grass and the vast crystalline
expanse of the Southern Ocean, Tasmania’s
beautiful Cape Grim peninsula is an unlikely
reference point for the scientific world. But
since 1976, this wild and blustery spot has
been home to the Cape Grim Baseline Air
Pollution Station - a small Australian govern-
ment facility with the seemingly eccentric task
of bottling air.

“Our job is essentially Lo find air as clean as
you're likely to find anywhere in the world and
measure just how polluted it is,” Sam Cleland,
the officer in charge of the station, told AFP.
Looking out from his office atop the high sea
cliffs, the nearest landmass to the west is
Argentina, and there is nothing to the south
excepl Antarctica. The [acility’s isolated loca-
tion makes it perfect for collecting what many
have dubbed the cleanest air in the world -
what air would be like without choking exhaust
fumes or industrial smoke.

When the wind blows from the southwest,
Cleland and his team capture a sample using
finely tuned instruments. Their kit is so sensi-
tive that delivery trucks chugging down the
dirt track from the nearest town - an hour
away - are all logged, in case they potentially
skew the readings.

Clean air economy

While the world’s most polluted cities
struggle Lo altract lalent or manage chronic ill-
nesses, residents around Cape Grim have made
a virtue of their relatively pristine environment.
Local beef is marketed with links to scientific
papers on air quality, the number of wind farms
has increased, and tourism is a growing seclor.
Mike Buckby, a “rain farmer” from the Cape
Grim Water Company, has taken things to
another level, harvesting water falling “from
Earth’s purest skies.”

“Most waters of the world are spring
walers,” he explains as he looks out over a sys-
tem of tarps, sluices and reservoirs set back
from the coast. “The rain that comes off the
Great Southern Ocean, that's what we depend
on,” Buckby said, adding that his remarkably
sweel-lasting waler is little more than H20 and
trace amounts of sodium picked up from the
sea. “It will have a little bit of sodium but it’s
very neutral and iU's very sofl,” he said. “In nor-

Cleland, the officer in charge of the Cape
Grim Baseline Air Pollution Station in
Tasmania. —AFP

mal spring water, you'll have high magnesium,
you'll have some naturally occurring nitrales,
phosphorus, potassium.” Buckby says the
monitoring station and the clean air it measures
have helped local produce stand out in a com-
petitive market. “This probably wouldn't work
without the monitoring station at Cape Grim,”
he admitted. “Yes, we sell the romance,” he said,
adding: “But look, there’s 43 years of dala that
says Lhis is the cleanest mix of air in the world.”

Changing planet

But even Cape Grim is not immune to rising
levels of pollution. When the wind blows {rom
the north - coming from Melbourne or Sydney
- it is possible to pick up the chemical signa-
ture of individual factories in operation that
day. The facility has detected a rise in ozone
depleting gases originating from as far away
as China, Cleland explained. Even the cleanest
air from the southwest is changing rapidly.
“You can see over the last 2,000 years that
Co2 levels in particular - but all of the major
greenhouse gases - were al a fairly steady
level,” he said.

Ice cores show that Co2 was around about
275 parts per million for most of the last million
vears. “By the lime we slarted measuring Co2
here, in 1976, it was already up to 330, since
then we have progressed Lo where we are now,
aboul 405,” he added. Passing that level of four
hundred parts per million earlier this decade
echoed worldwide, serving as an ominous
warning that climate change policies were
insufficient. The levels of carbon dioxide found
al Cape Grim now are akin to those found in
some towns at the start of the industrial revo-
lution. Cleland warned: “What we're seeing in
the atmosphere now is probably unprecedent-
ed in Earth’s history.” —AFP




TUESDAY, MARCH 19, 2019

14

- I

Global Finance names NBK
‘Best Bank in Kuwait 2019’

sk ekl
| ke
Cichal

177 Mastiag ol 1he joiet Minndeeigl Moriterieg Commities

s 3
.Igé

¢

Eji

-

|.-\.
_z
s

i,

1

i

i
=

Fianks T

/

KAMCO wins ‘Best Debt Bank
in the Middle East - 2019’

el
)

o 4. W

W

Fuwait<e Times

Established 1961

Microsoft holds ‘banking edition’ of
CISO for Kuwaiti FSI Professionals

P ress CD n fE rE n c e 13" Mrting ofthe boind Winisisrial Misnsioring Commitios

BAKU: 0il ministers attend a press conference at the end of the 13th meeting of the Joint Ministerial Monitoring Committee (JMMC) of OPEC and non- OPEC countries in Baku yesterday. —AFP

OPLC scraps April meeting, keeps oil cuts

US sanctions on Iran and Venezuela key factors

BAKU: Oil producer group OPEC vyesterday scrapped
its planned meeting in April and will decide instead
whether to extend output cuts in June, once the market
has assessed the impact of US sanctions on Iran and the
crisis in Venezuela.

A ministerial panel of OPEC and its allies recom-
mended that they cancel the extraordinary meeting
scheduled for April 17-18 and hold the next regular talks
on June 25-26. The energy minister of OPEC’s de facto
leader, Saudi Arabia, said the markel was looking over-
supplied until the end of the year but that April would
be too early for any decision on output policy.

“The consensus we heard ... is that April will be pre-
mature to make any production decision for the second
half,” the Saudi minister, I(halid Al-Falih, said.

“As long as the levels of inventories are rising and we
are far [rom normal levels, we will stay the course, guid-
ing the markel lowards balance,” he added.

The United States has been increasing its own oil
exports in recent months while imposing sanctions on
OPEC members Venezuela and Iran in an effort to

Gulf Bank partners
with Dell to drive
regional innovations

By Islam Al-Sharaa

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank, one of the leading financial insti-
tutions in Kuwait, yesterday announced their strategic
agreement with Dell Technologies for a digitally trans-
formative project. Taking significant steps towards sus-
taining business continuity and scalable data mobility,
the bank will leverage industry-leading storage manage-
ment and data protection solutions by Dell Technologies,
Lo ensure maximum return on their investment.

This collaboration was announced at the Dell
Technologies Forum held at Jumeirah Messilah Beach
Hotel in Kuwail. Themed ‘Make it Real’, this one-day [ree
evenl brought together Dell Technologies” seven tech-
nology powerhouses together, to help organizations in
ICuwait accelerate national and business transformation
initiatives with speed and purpose.

Kuwail's strategic Vision 2035 centers on transform-
ing the country into a world class financial hub, with the
private sector leading economic activities, fostering
competitiveness, and creating an enabling business envi-
ronment. With this primary goal at the heart of their
transformative efforts, Gull Bank aims to be at the {ront-

reduce those two countries’ shipments to global mar-
kets. Washington’s policies have introduced a new level
of complication for the Organization of the Petroleum
Exportling Countries as it struggles to predict global
supply and demand.

“We are not under pressure except by the market,”
Falih told reporters before the Joint Ministerial
Monitoring Committee (JMMC) meeling in the Azeri
capital, Baku, when asked whether he was under US
pressure to raise output. US President Donald Trump
has been a vocal critic of OPEC, blaming it for high
oil prices.

Trump’s sanctions policies have been the key factor
behind a price rally, many OPEC members say, having
removed more than 2 million barrels per day (bpd) of
Iranian and Venezuelan crude from the market.

Brent oil prices hit a 2019 peak above $68 per barrel
last week. Saudi Arabia needs a price of around $85 per
barrel to balance its budget.

OPEC and its allies agreed in December to cut
output by 1.2 million bpd - 1.2 percent of global

lines of emerging industry innovation and embrace data-
driven banking - which is evolving as a key driver of
operational and competitive differentiation.

To this end, Gulf Bank planned to modernize their IT
infrastructure with a robust and flexible data manage-
ment backbone that can effectively store and protect the
growing volume of data from multiple sources.
Therefore, this project with Dell Technologies is divided
into two critical parts - data management and backup.

To realize efficient dala management, conlinuous dala
availability, seamless mobility and accelerate data center
modernization, Gull Bank will leverage Dell Technologies
VPLEX and RecoverPoint solutions. These solutions are
purpose-built to ensure operational agility and flexibility
to match I'T infrastructure to the speed of changing busi-
ness needs. In addition, VPLEX and RecoverPoint will
help Gulf Bank expand their operations across 3 data
centers in the future.

To comply with offshore data regulations set by
Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK) and manage operational
overhead costs for storing long lerm relention dala on
tapes, Gulf Bank has opted to deploy Data Domain and
Deduplication technology to speed backups and reduce
costs. These market-leading solutions by Dell
Technologies will also help the bank to save valuable
floor space, simplify operations, improve disaster recov-
ery, reduce backup and recovery risks and importantly,
enable a lapeless environment.

With this agreement, Gulf Bank alongside Dell
Technologies aims to empower their business and propel
their transformation journey to offer maximum value to

demand - during the first hall of this year in an elfort
to boost prices. The JMMC, which also includes non-
OPEC Russia, monitors the oil markel and conformity
with supply cuts. Asked if he had been updated on
whether Washinglon would extend ils waivers for
buyers of Iranian crude, which are due to end in May,
Falih said: “Until we see it hurling consumers, until we
see the impacl on invenlory, we are nol going Lo
change course.”

Inventory levels and oil investments are the two main
factors guiding OPEC’s action, Falih said, adding that oil
industry estimates show that $11 trillion of investments
will be needed over the coming two decades Lo meel
demand growth. Oil inventories in developed countries
continue to fluctuate, he said.

“Our goal is to bring global inventory levels down to
more normal levels - and even more importantly, to
proactively protect against a glut,” he said.

“Another important metric is the state of oil invest-
ments ... we are nol seeing an investment trend that will
gel us even closer to the required figures.”
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KUWAIT: Dr Waleed Al-Hasawi (right) and Havier Haddad
exchange documents. — Photos by Joseph Shagra

their customers. Thereby making a concerled elfort Lo
support and help Kuwait realize its ambitious vision to
become an economic powerhouse.

Dr Waleed Al-Hasawi, General Manager of
Information Technology al Gull Bank said, “To win
today’s market and ensure business sustainability, it is
crilical that financial institutions change their direction
and clevate their pace of business innovation. Keeping
this in mind, we at Gulf Bank wanted to set our founda-
tion for the new digital era. To do this, our first step was
Lo choose a trusted partner who could not only help us
imagine our I'T environment, but also help us as an
organization to ensure effective outcomes. And, we hope

Russian news agencies quoted Energy Minister
Alexander Novak as saying ahead of yeslerday’s meel-
ing that Moscow was on track to meel its reduction lar-
gel. He suggested the next OPEC+ meeting should take
place in May instead of April, saying time was needed to
understand the impact of US sanctions on OPEC mem-
bers Iran and Venezuela.

“It is hard today to plan your activities for months
ahead, because the volatility is high because of the
sanctions. We have to take these uncertainties into
account in making decisions on the market,” Interfax
quoted Novak as saying on Sunday.

President Donald Trump pulled the United States out
ol a nuclear accord with Iran in May last year and reim-
posed sanctions on Tehran. From April 28, US companies
and cilizens will be barred from dealing in Venezuelan
crude, as Washington intensifies measures against
President Nicolas Maduro’s government. But Trump has
also urged OPEC to take steps o lower prices, saying in
a Lweel last month: “Oil prices gelling too high. OPEC,
please relax and take it easy.” — Agencies

KUWAIT: Havier Haddad with Same Saber (right),

Country Manager- Kuwait at Dell Technologies

our partnership with Dell Technologies enables us
achieve this vision.”

Havier Haddad, General Manager - Gulf al Dell
Technologies, said, “It is always greal Lo see eslablished
organizations look at technology as a platform to uncov-
er the answers of tomorrow. Therefore, we are pleased to
be a part of the transformation journey embarked by
Gulf Bank. Their vision to modernize and simplify data
management to unlock new enterprise capabilities and
offer more value to their customer, is something we
advocate completely. We look forward to helping Gulf
Bank build a benchmark by being fully committed to
investing our expertise in this relationship.”



12

Fuwait == Times

Established 1961

Business

KFH holds AGM, approves d
20% cash dividends, 10 %

In 2018, KFH redefined several core aspects of growth

.-

—~

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) held its annual
general Assembly (AGM) vesterday and approved the
Board ol Directors’ recommendation of distributing 20
percent cash dividends and 10 percent bonus shares to
shareholders.

Chairman’s Message

Hamad Al-Marzouq

Praise be Lo Allah Almighty, and Peace and Blessings
be upon our Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), his Family
and Companions.

Esteemed Shareholders,

Assalamu Alaikum Warahmatu Allah Wabarakatuh...

On behall of mysell, my fellow colleagues and mem-
bers of the Board of Directors of Kuwait Finance House
(“KFH” / the “Bank”), I would like to present to you the
KFH Group Annual Report for the year 2018.

KFH’s performance in 2018 was unique and oul-
standing. I'm very proud of the remarkable achieve-
ments we have made this year. KFH Group’s distin-
guished capabilities and strengths have enabled the
Group Lo be a trustworthy partner in all regions where
it operates. These characteristics have placed KFH
Group in a leading position in the GCC as the safest
financial institution for the year 2018 according lo
Global Finance Award. This award reflects remarkable
customers trust and confidence, KI'H Group credibility
and acceptance on regional and international levels. It
also reflects KFH's highly distinguished trademark in a
promising market which offers great opportunities.

We have managed during the year Lo transform KI'H
vision and mission into a reality and reap the harvest of
implementing the Board approved long term strategy to
diversify sources of profit, mitigate risks, optimize cost,
increase operating income from core banking activities,
divest several non-strategic investments successfully
and achieve inter-group harmony in terms of perform-
ance lo ensure sustainable growth and profitability as
affirmed through positive indicators, robust financial
position and well-balanced sustainable growth over the
last four years which have wilnessed highly significant
positive performance.

In pursuit of expansion and strategic growth oppor-
Lunilies on both regional and inlernational levels Lo
cope with the accelerating developments witnessed in
the banking sector worldwide, KIFH has focused on
considering several opportunities and alternatives to
enhance its position regionally and globally.

In continuation of our leading role in global develop-
ment of sharia - compliant financial services, the per-
formance of the first Islamic bank in Germany - KT
Bank AG, core pivot to Europe, has been highly impres-
sive as il achieved significant positive results and
proved our vision of investment feasibility. KFH has
continued its hedging policy to encounter all local and
global variables and overcome economic (lucluations
efficiently in regions where it operates. It has adopted
conservalive policies to enhance precautionary provi-
sions and larget a robust financial position with a view
to focus on core banking activities, high asset quality,
adequate capitalization and high level innovation and
distinction.

KFH’s strategy relied on three core pillars to achieve
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its priorities. Pillar 1 targets growth and expansion of
the customers base by providing distinguished and
unique banking services. Pillar 2 targets transformation
ol fast developing financial technology, thus availing
and implementing new technology to achieve cus-
tomers’ satisfaction and expectations through embrac-
ing of advanced revolutionary digitalization process as
part of KFH business transformation program.
Transformation to FINTECH application shall grant
KFH access Lo highly advanced eleclronic banking
services as the base of its services for the year 2018
and therealter. Pillar 3 aimed to achieve highest levels
of efficiency and appropriate utilization of operational
activities and resources to achieve development and
growth in all business lines.

KFH'’s transformation journey to electronic banking
continued by releasing several initiatives and improve-
ments on electronic banking channels, aiming to pro-
vide top notch services to customers including website,
electronic banking applications on smart phones, e-
corp. online for companies, Artificial Intelligence (Al)
Lechnology and advanced robolic Lechnology in cerlain
operations. KFH succeeded in granting its customers
access Lo all banking transactions and availing finance
at any time and place.

Our efforts for the year 2018 were crowned with the
inauguration of the first fully automated electronic
branch, comprising of high tech systems and advanced
self-service machines, being the kick-off point to open
similar branches in the near future and apply KFH’s
ambitious plan. KFH business sectors continue their
endeavor Lo introduce innovative products and services
to customers e.g. KFH has released KFH Xpress
Service for electronic money lransfer Lo beneficiaries
worldwide. On the other hand, KFH endeavors to
assimilate the Blockchain technology where money
transfer services are provided through RippleNet.

Group main financial indicators continued their
ascending trend through enhanced profitability. Net
shareholders profit exceeded KD 227.4 million as at the
end of 2018 i.e. an increase by 23.5 percent compared
to approximately KD 184.2 million for the previous
vear. Earnings per share reached 36.36 fils i.e. an
increase by 23.4 percent compared to 29.46 fils for the
year 2017.

Total assets reached KD 17.8 billion i.e. an increase
by 2.4 percent. Our strategy succeeded in achieving
cosl oplimization where total operaling expenses ratio
reached 39.2 percent of total operaling income, thus
continuing its decline for the fourth year respectively.
Meanwhile, depositors accounts increased to reach KD
11.8 billion i.e. an increase by 1.6 percent compared to
2017.

Return on average sharcholders’ equity increased to
reach 12.4 percent in 2018 compared to 10.2 percent
for 2017. Capital Adequacy Ratio reached 17.47 per-
cent in 2018.

Net financing income reached KD 527.3 million in
2018 i.e. an increase of 18.5 percent compared to the
preceding year. Total operaling income reached KD
746 million i.c. an increase by 4.6 percent compared to
2017. Net operating income reached KD 453.5 million
i.e. an increase by 11.1 percent compared to the last
year.

Our well balanced performance comes on the back
of the positive inter-connection at the group level, well
planned and effective execution of our unified strategy
which is characterized by appropriate integration,
coordination among all concerned parties whether at
Head Office or other various countries where KFH
operales e.g. Turkey, Bahrain, Malaysia, Germany and
Saudi Arabia. A set of successful strategic initiatives has
been applied as core pillars to enhance governance and
banking services at the group level.

As we are committed to realize exceptional earnings
for sharcholders on the long run, the Board of Direclors
has given its recommendation to the General Assembly
to distribute cash dividends of 20 percent and bonus
shares of 10 percent.

Posilive ratings

KFH has retained all positive ratings rendered by
global credit rating agencies in addition to many other
outstanding awards presented by globally recognized
institutions. KFH shares have been listed in FTSE

Russell Index for emerging markets in Kuwail. These
are all positive indicators to the successful implementa-
tion of the set plans and the outstanding performance.

The outstanding credit rating given to KFH by global
raling agencies reflects KIFH's leading and pioneering
position. Fitch Rating Agency has affirmed its rating for
KFH at A+ Long Term and F1 Short term with a stable
outlook. Moody’s Rating Agency affirmed KFH rating at
Al Long Term and P-1 Short Term with a stable out-
look.

Continuing its track record, and affirming its leading
and pioneering position based on several standards set
by highly specialized global neutral organizations to
reflect its role as the leading Islamic organizalion in
Kuwait and worldwide, KFH has received the Global
Finance award of the safest Islamic Financial Institution
in GCC for the year 2018. KFFH has also won Besl Bank
for High Net Worth Clients award [rom Euromoney.

KFH financed major projects in Kuwait. It was a
mandated lead arranger for Kuwait Integrated
Petroleum Industries Company for KD 390 million syn-
dicaled facilily that had a KD 156 million Islamic
tranche, as well as, financing 50 percent of LIMAK'’s
KD 249.2 million facility for the construction of Kuwait
International Airport’s new passenger terminal.
Morcover, KIFH extended a KD 120 million facility for
MENA Homes Real Estate Company (a Kuwait Projects
Company Holding “KIPCO” subsidiary) for the devel-
opment of Hessah Al-Mubarak District project.

On both regional and international levels, KFH has
arranged a syndicated finance transaction for Dugm
Refinery amounting $500 million, bearing in mind that
total value of the transaction reached $4.6 billion.
KKFH- Turkey has financed the Canakkale Projecl in
Turkey through a KD 72 million finance transaction,
which is part of a total finance transaction provided by
several global financial institutions and banks of KD
800 million.

Group Treasury and Financial Institutions continued
to integrate and develop an effective liquidily manage-
ment process at the group level through diversification
and provision of stable finance, development of human
resources, implementation of high technology systems
and highly developed structures to develop and
enhance customer service by providing innovalive
sharia-compliant solutions for Group Treasury and
Financial Institutions.

Group Treasury expanded its investment activities in
Sukuk as KFH investments in the Sukuk market
increased during the last two vears to exceed KD 1.5
billion in 2018. While KFH is operating as a market
maker for the aclive Sukuk markel to ensure markeling
of Sukuk in secondary market, Group Treasury contin-
ued to retain its leading role as a supplier of
International Islamic Liquidity Management (I1LM)
Sukuk, thus out-performing regional and international
banks.

On the other hand, Group Treasury has sought to
innovate new products and add several hedging solu-
tions to protect KFH investments in various regions
where it operates by using sharia-compliant currency
exchange transactions and profit Swaps against exist-
ing hedging products. Treasury has managed to cen-
tralize all Kuwait treasury activities and integrate the
same with Group subsidiaries Lo ensure inflow of for-
eign currency, optimize costs and execute transactions
al compelitive rates to ensure development and
enhancement of productivity and efficiency.

Kuwaitization

The year 2018 was a challenging year from a Human
Resources perspective where we have continued our
efforts in developing and altracting national Lalent in
addition to transforming their academic and profes-
sional status in Islamic Banking and Finance. KFH
Group committed to meeting required changes in regu-
lations while maintaining efficient stafl cost ratios.
Nationalization remains a core focus for the KFH
Group where we continued attracting and developing
seasoned professionals as Bankers of the Future. We
have shown exceptional progress in implementing our
Human Resources Strategy where we reached a
Kuwaitization ratio of 69 percent, thanks to Kuwaitis
making up 97 percent of our recruitment and our con-
tinued [ocus on building and promoting our talent from

Tuesday, March 19, 2019

istribution of
onus shares

A

within KFH which has lead KFH Kuwait to be an indus-
try leader in terms of Nalionalizalion indicalors and
Kuwaitization ratios.

To strengthen the relationship between the bank and
its” employees, KI'H was keen on organizing events and
laking advanlage of occasions lo communicale with all
employees and to strengthen relations while maintain-
ing posilive interaction on a personal and professional
level due to the importance of that in improving the
general image of the bank and the performance of its
employees. By doing so, KFH Group Entities continued
advancing its Group Employee Engagement Scores in
2018 where our Group Employee Engagement Score
reached 78 percent with a growth of 5 percent. Our
continued focus on allracling and relaining our
employees lead to recognizing Kuveyt Turk
Participation Bank as one of the Top 3 organizations in
Turkey in terms of employee engagement.

Development of our Successors and High Potential
Employees across the Group has been high on our
agenda for this year where we have successfully con-
cluded a series of intensive courses with Harvard
Business Publishing, INSEAD, and IMD to build their
capabilities as KFH Group Future Leaders.

We have expanded, in 2018, our social participation
and contributions activities in local society where KFH
has donated KD 11.2 million to Zakat House based on
its beliefl in the significance of performing Zakat obli-
gation and placing it in sharia-compliant channels to
better serve society and highlight the human side of
our business.

We would like to avail this opportunity to convey
our sincere thanks and appreciation to all our share-
holders and customers for their continuous support. We
are conlident that we will, by the grace ol Allah, achieve
rewarding returns for shareholders and depositors. |
would also like to avail this opportunity to thank our
Group employees and members of the Fatwa and Sharia
Supervisory Board for their continuous endeavor and
constructive contributions.

Finally, I would like to convey our sincere thanks,
gratitude and appreciation to His Highness the Amir of
Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
may Allah safeguard and protect him, His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, may Allah safeguard him, and His Highness
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah,
may Allah safeguard him. Our thanks and appreciation
are also extended to His Excellency Dr Mohammed Al-
Hashel, Central Bank of Kuwait Governor and all regu-
latory authorities for their ongoing support to the
banking sectlor in the Slate of Kuwail.

May Allah Grant us Success

Hamad Abdul Mohsen Al Marzouq

Chairman

Mazin Al-Nahed

Group CEO’s Message
Exceptional growth and bright future

Since inception, progress for KFH meant providing
an alternative through “sharia-compliant” banking
products and services for customers’ financial needs.
Today, KFH’s growth and advancement stand as a more
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productive and effective pioneering financial model, providing retail and
corporate customer care to achieve the highest prosperity for society. The
KFH brand wherever it operates is a symbol of utmost trust. KFH has built
this trust through a long journey of successful partnerships with various
tiers of customers. We [ully believe that the bank’s success is condilioned
Lo customers’ securily and salisfaction.

KIFH was keen, over a 40 vear journey, to provide the utmost level of
care and service lo customers and socielies. This goal was achieved
through gradual and clear regional and strategic growth towards the
future. We focused on developing our employees’ talents to build responsi-
ble and lalented [utlure leaders. We have innovaled a new financial system
based on genuine social values. We comprehend market needs and the
actual momentum of the regions where we operate. To achieve gradual sus-
tainable growth and lead our team and customers to further progress, we
have provided specially designed services and accounts to fulfill their
expeclations and achieve a continuous increase in assets, income and man-
aged funds, thus proving our gradual growth with sustainable positive
resulls.

In 2018, KFH redefined several core aspects of growth and progress by
endeavoring Lo achieve exceptional growth involving time management and
progress. KFH has considered, during the year, several opportunities to
achieve further growth, strength and stability.

Regional power provides a strong, unleashed position to support our
local commitment to growth. We have the ability to grow along with vari-
ous customers’ needs and according to their changing styles. KFH’s
strength has attracted several opportunities for our customers, societies,
emplovees and the region in general. We have ensured sustainable
progress and growth through appropriate utilization of resources to
achieve a positive and effective change. Our markets in Bahrain, Saudi
Arabia, Germany, Malaysia and Turkey embody the concentralion of our
regional power and provide a vast scheme of services and products, thus
enabling customers to have access to several alternatives, resources and
services through our widely spread branch network.

KIFH has a prosperous future, by the grace of Allah, by achieving sus-
tainable success and availing proper opportunities. As a leading and pio-
neering bank we invest in our employees, facilities and our ability
Lo provide outstanding retail services which have acquired the [ull satisfac-
tion of customers including small companies aiming to obtain capital to
achieve further progress or provide a service lo corporate, trade and
industrial seclors lo enhance growth or real eslale customers who wish Lo
purchase and invest in properties.

Distinct Financial Indicators

KFH recorded a net profit at KD 227.4 million in 2018 i.e. an increase by
23.5 percent compared Lo the preceding year. Furthermore, financial indi-
cators achieved clear improvements and growth over the last four years.
Profit for the year resulting from the Group’s local activities in Kuwait
increased remarkably to reach KD 162 million in 2018 compared to KD 37
million in 2014. As KFH Group heads towards a global spread and expan-
sion, seeking better investment opportunities and returns, profit for the
year resulting from international operations approximated KD 101 Million
in 2018.

Total assets increased to reach KD 17.8 billion as at the end of 2018. On
the Middle East level, assets increased as at the end of 2018 to reach more
than KD 12.2 billion i.c. an increase by 15 percent compared to its volume 4
years ago, thus representing 69 percent of total assets in 2018 compared to
62 percent in 2014. KFH efforts succeeded in giving KFH an effective pres-
ence in The Euro Zone and Turkey where assels represent 26 percent of
total assets (2014: 24 percent). Assets in Europe and Turkey exceeded KD
4.5 billion as at the end of 2018 with an increase of 10.3 percent compared
to 2014.

Digital retail banking services

In the year 2018, KFH has embraced the digital revolution by adopting
innovative solutions using FINTECH, thus contributing to the exceptional
growth of KFH. Kuwail banking seclor witnessed for the first lime in
Kuwait the birth of a fully automated comprehensive electronic branch in
Ishbiliya area (KFH - GO) which provides 24 hour service via electronic
systems and self-service machines, thus eliminating traditional methods
where customers awail service from employees. Ten similar branches
are expected to be opened mid next year. Banking and commercial servic-
es shall be enhanced through the internet and mobile phones. XTM and
ATM machines shall be increased to accommodate all new innovative tech-
nologies, arlificial intelligence, aclive systems and robolics for ransaclions
in addition to our core branches network.

Retail and Private Banking

KIFH inaugurated five banking lounges in various branches for Awlawyya
customers, “Nukhba” and Ruwaad” as part of the bank’s vision to provide
banking services based on high global standards. KFH is committed to
quality and distinction in developing the appropriate environment to pro-
vide services via a modern design and transformation to the modern gener-
ation of e-banking to satisfy customers’ inspirations and reflect KFH's pio-
neering global role. Accordingly, KFH could benefit from lower costs and
provide better service to customers. Expansion was achieved in the direct
sales team to reach 100 employees with an increase in direct sales pres-
ence in more than 30 different locations. To increase geographic expansion
and serve customers in new areas, new branches were opened in Qairawan
Mall and Arabia Mall.

As we celebrated our 40th anniversary with our customers and share-
holders, we have redefined several core aspects of our services Lo cope
with their requirements and ensure that our service level remains extraor-
dinary. In four decades of customer service, our reputation grew, rendering
us as the prime Islamic banking leader in Kuwail. Our financial expertise
has helped our customers to plan their future, and demand increased on
products we provide through our business lines. We are committed to
focus on being partners with our customers rather than just being a service
provider. In order lo accommodale the sociely’s banking preferences, we
have advanced o a non-cash payment banking technology as there was
substlantial demand for our digital services.

To ensure that our customers and partners receive all available tools to
fulfill their needs in the best possible manner, we have added new services
to our line of products including Visa Platinum - Smart Pay and New Visa
Signature with variable advantages as part of our customer care scheme.
IKFH continues to provide and enhance diversified services and products to
fulfill customers’ inspirations and enhance the bank’s global leading posi-
tion. Our continuing endeavor in this respect has been crowned with KFH
winning the Visa Global award of the Fastest Growing Debit Portfolio in
Kuwait in 2018.

KI'H sales of the Visa Global Card increased by 32 percent during sum-
mer 2018 compared Lo the same period last year i.c. highest growth ratio in
4 years for the Visa card.

KFH focused on developing ATM machines by adding 7 new services,
thus providing more comfort and ease for customers and achieving many of
their practical requirements and needs around the clock through an
advanced sel of services including cash withdrawal using QR Codes
instead of the ATM card. Customers are able to use their civil ID or mobile
No. for withdrawal, updating civil ID informalion, activating new ATM
cards, changing PIN codes and using KFFH Xpress instant and swift money
transfer in a competitive way to almost any destination worldwide.

Private banking continued its approach to provide outstanding banking
services. KIFH provided money delivery service for private banking cus-
tomers 7 days a week throughout the year, thus enhancing customers’ sat-
isfaction level. In line with our integration strategy at the Group level, man-
agement has continued to facilitate account opening procedures at KFFH
Turkey, KFH Bahrain and KIFFH Malaysia through the coordination of
account opening process at Kuwait Head Office.

Various finance products

The Individual Financing Department focuses on providing finance facil-
ities Lo relail customers willing Lo oblain real eslale financing e.g. residen-
tial, investment, commercial, industrial or handcraft. The department pro-
vides various finance products to fulfill retail customers’ needs to finance
exisling or under construction real estate or develop land and supervise
the respective completed stages. The department is currently developing
several finance projects to be announced soon, thus granting retail cus-

tomers various opportunities and alternatives to benefit from available
finance products at flexible and competitive financial terms and conditions
by introducing new real estate financial concepts. This has contributed to
the creation of a special imprint and mark for KFH, thus increasing our cus-
tomer base and KFH market share in real estate finance.

To provide a distinguished service to this segment of customers, the
individual financing department has established several portfolios managed
by highly qualified and experienced account managers, thus ensuring con-
tinuous contact whether directly through field visits or SMS.

On the other hand, KFH opened, during the year, the largest automotive
showroom in the Middle East to provide commercial services and automo-
tive finance services.

Meanwhile finance services provided at the automotive agent premises
covered more showrooms, increasing [rom 54 to 58. Car rental and lease Lo
own services are also offered al most of the automolive agent showrooms.

Corporate Finance

Over the last 40 years, credit and investment services were a significant
part of KFH's overall success. We made a modest start enhanced by the will
Lo assist our customers to achieve present success and future planning.
Today, we have a department supervising assels exceeding KD 5 billion in
value.

KFH participated in major finance transactions for various seclors
including oil and petrochemicals sectors. Also, it has participated in financ-
ing many other major projects in other vital sectors including infrastructure
and construction projects. KFH plays a major role in supporting the nation-
al economy, financing mega projects, enhancement of the execution of
Kuwait’s development plan and vision. Transactions include a KD 124.6 mil-
lion finance transaction to LIMAK company to complete the new terminal
project. Furthermore, it has signed a Euro 200 Million finance transaction
for the construction of Canakkale flying bridge in Turkey, signed a memo-
randum of cooperation with KIPCO Company to finance the customers of
Hissa Al-Mubarak District real estate project in addition to a KD 120 mil-
lion finance transaction in favor of MENA Homes Co.

Treasury and financial institutions

KFH Group continued its leading role as a trust worthy organizer of sov-
ereign and private Sukuk worldwide. KFH Capital, in cooperation with
Group Treasury, has acted in 2018 as the joint lead arranger for the main
issuances of Sukuk in the region. Major issuances include Oman Sukuk
worth $1.5 billion, Dubai Islamic Bank Sukuk worth $1 billion and First
Abu-Dhabi Bank’s first Sukuk approximating $650 million. Furthermore,
International Islamic Liquidity Management (IILM) has placed KIFH as the
of top rank dealer in the main dealers list which comprises several interna-
tional and regional banks, thus affirming KFH position as the core player in
the short term Sukuk market.

Group Treasury continues o apply innovative technology to execute
automated transactions and settlements in partnership with Bloomberg for
capital market activities. Group Financial Institutions Department has
developed new credit lines for highly rated banks for better distribution of
risk while maintaining a cautious balance and diversification to achieve the
highest returns on available liquidity. The department succeeded, in coop-
eralion with several local and regional banks, lo arrange mega finance
transaclions e.g. $250 million syndicaled finance transaction in favor of

Kuwait International Bank. Also, It has participated in several finance trans-
actions in cooperation with International Islamic Trade Finance
Corporation including the finance of government oil supplies to member
countries.

Operations and information technology

KIFH continued its transformation process to e-banking alter upgrading
its infrastructure. Transactions processed through e-channels reached
more than 65 percent of total transactions. Electronic transactions reach
around 4 million transactions monthly. Considering the cooperation
between the Operations Department and the Information Technology
Department at KFH, to transform to a new automated system for settlement
ol customer claims on ATM systems, we have succeeded in launching a
centralized SWIFT correspondence network for international payments at
the Group level. On the other hand, KFH has joined the Digital Payments
Network (Ripple), thus improving business efficiency, oplimizing cost,
focusing on technical expertise and investing in strategic initiatives to pro-
vide the best customer service. In pursuit of the most advanced technology
systems Lo provide a high-tech customer service, KFH has invented, for the
first time in Kuwail, a specialized charity deduclions system Lo establish
charity deductions without the need to fill in the charity deduction applica-
Llion form.

Human resources

Group Human Resources made significant leaps during this year where
KKFH Human Capital capabilities have been further transformed leading to a
more engaged, enabled, and vibrant workforce.

During this year, we continued building momentum and further strength-
ening our employment brand across our Group. We have constantly
attracted talented individuals across the Group where National Talent
made up 99 percent of our recruitment this year (97 percent in KFH
Kuwait). Our talent retention ratios remain favorable when compared with
our peers thanks to the effective practices we have built into our Talent
Acquisition domain.

Group Human Resources persists with the execution of many initiatives
across the Group where the standardization of best practices across the
Group remains a core focus. We have continued rolling out Oracle HR in
our Group Entities where previous roll-out exercises have reaped benefits
through oversight and control over our Human Capital.

In KFH Kuwait, we increased the pool of leaders for the future by 45
new individuals. Identified High Potential Employees (HiPos) were then
enrolled in rigorous focused programs led by first-class providers including
Harvard Business Publishing to further refine the skills and capabilities of
our HiPos. The year 2018 program for Successors included a major invest-
ment on a Group Level where leaders were enrolled in specialized pro-
grams developed in liaison with three of the top Business Schools in the
world: Harvard Business School, INSEAD, and IMD.

KFH Kuwait continues to be amongst the leaders in Kuwaitization Ratio
amongst its peers with a ratio of 69 percent. We also ensured effective
career progression of our Kuwaiti Nationals as part of our Middle
Management, and we have internally promoted eighteen Kuwaiti Branch
Managers from within KI'H, while Kuwaiti Nationals now make up more
than 60 percent of the Executive Leadership Team thanks to constant
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emphasis on internal progression.

This year was a significant year for the Employee Survey, our largest ini-
tiative covering more than 10,000 employees across our Group.
Participation rate maintained a record high of more than 85 percent which
shows our employees commitment to providing their inputs where the rele-
vant initiatives and actions taken resulted in a significant change in KFH
Group. KFH Group suslained its upward trajectory for the third year in a
row with the Employee Engagement score reaching 78 percent, thus con-
tinuing its industry leadership in this indicator.

Furthermore, Group HR applied industry leading methods on how to
recognize Key Talent with over twenty recognition opportunities all aimed
al improving our overall contribution thus resulling in enhanced engage-
ment and commitment. KFH continued supporting its employees this year
through providing scholarships to talented Kuwaiti individuals to obtain
both Graduate and Undergraduate Degrees where we congratulated the
third batch of employees on their graduation. Group HR continues to make
significant progress in attracting and growing talent which will result in
more development and growth, leading to further performance improve-
ment by the grace of Allah across KIFH Group.

Risk and compliance

Group risk, Compliance and Internal Audit departments have provided
remarkable and  significant supporl in the assessment of the elficiency
of the bank risk management process at the Group level. KFH continues to
adhere to CBK and Capital Markets Authority regulatory instructions in
regard to internal control and governance by applying several initiatives
including the three-year-risk strategic review plan. Group Internal Audit
Department applies international internal audit standards issued by the
International Institute of Internal Auditors. On the other hand, our Legal
Department has developed its services and allocated an office at KFH Head
Office for the Ministry of Justice employees of the Real eslale Registration
and Authentication Department to provide services to KFH customers
without the need to refer to the Ministry head office. Sharia Department
witnessed qualitative development including recruitment of new staff and
implemenlation of an ambilious plan Lo develop its employees. Sharia
department employees received international professional certificates in
Sharia audit.

Shari’a department plays a significant role in applying Fatwa and Sharia
Supervisory Board (FSSB) decisions to all KFH sectors. The department
has prepared a follow up plan for KFH subsidiaries to ensure compliance
with Sharia regulations and related FSSB decisions, develop regulatory fol-
low up reports to Sharia Committee and concerned authorities and ensure
salely of the subsidiaries aclivilies Sharia wise. Several inilialives have
been launched aiming to spread Shari’a knowledge and awareness and
enhance moral values and principles among employees, customers and
related parties.

Awards and recognitions

Continuing the remarkable record and affirming KFH's position as a
leading and pioneering bank in accordance with global standards, thus
reflecling its position as the leading Islamic Bank in Kuwail and worldwide,
KFH won the “The Safest Islamic Financial Institutions In the GCC 2018”
award by Global Finance. KFH also won Best Bank for High Net Worth

Clients award from Euromoney.

In this conlext, we have received conlinuous global confirmation ralings
for capital and assets quality. Today, we are able to achieve future satisfac-
tion of our customers and shareholders by increasing our employees expe-
rience through training and guidance. We made strong foundalions Lo meel
all customer and sociely’s [uture needs.

KFH & sociely

KKIFH continues to enhance its leading CSR position through a set of vari-
ous social initiatives and contributions, comprising of more than 200 initia-
tives in 2018. Such initiatives highlighted the bank’s keenness to execute ils
diversified and comprehensive social responsibility. Iniliatives have aimed Lo
cover various fields through business plans and programs carried out by the
bank to cover education, health, awareness, environment, special needs,
youth, sports and voluntary works. Also, they include social Takaful to
enhance the concept of elficiency in achieving comprehensive social growth.

Youth represent the main priority of KFH strategy. For better achieve-
ment of this strategy KFH has concluded an agreement of cooperation with
the Ministry of State for Youth Affairs to provide an integrated system of
youth care and support of the owners of minor projects, students’ gradua-
tion projects and scientific researches.

KIFH was keen on reaching various sociely liers by enhancing its pres-
ence in all global social events and initiatives launched by international
organizalions through social media channels, and various social service
activities. To affirm this significant role, KIFH has participated in several
global and regional conference e.g. meelings of IMF and International
Bank of Indonesia, “Invest in Kuwail” conference held at Silicon Valley -
USA, “Islamic finance: Global Thesis” held by the Central Bank of Kuwail
and Islamic Finance Services Council, Islamic Banks Conference - 3rd
Global Forum of General Council of Islamic Banks and Financial
Institutions, Annual conferences in Accounting and Auditing Organization
for Islamic Financial Institutions (AAOIFI), Private Sector Social
Responsibility Conference to support human rights in cooperation with the
Ministry of Foreign Alfairs and Human Rights Commission. KIFH has also
participated in conferences held by students unions on both local and
international levels.

On the other hand, KFH continued its endeavor to spread and uphold
banking and finance culture, disclose financial indicators through the Live
Webcast Analyst Conference to all interested parties and investors world-
wide, issue economic and real estate publications and expand internet and
social media posts in cooperation with Thomson Reuters, thus increasing
numbers of followers on the Group social media accounts. Our Legal
Department has taken all legal procedures to protect intellectual rights of
KFH publications in regard to Real-estate Reports.

Our success is mainly attributed to our employees endeavors and the
valuable trust which our customers and shareholders have bestowed upon
us. We would like to convey our sincere thanks and appreciation to KFH
Board Members and the Shari'a Board for their distinguished efforts to
enhance KFH credibility. We shall always seck to execute our plan in a sys-
tematic and orderly fashion and achieve more success for our reputable
organization.

Mazin Saad Al-Nahedh

Group Chief Executive Officer
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Global Finance names NBK
‘Best Bank in Kuwait 2019’

Al-Fulaij: Award reflects NBK’s strong results and its promising future

KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwail
(NBK) was named lhe “Besl Bank in
Kuwait - 2019” by Global Finance, as
it unveiled its 26th annual listing of
the best banks in 150 countries.

Winners in the World’s Best Banks
Awards 2019 were selected based on
objective criteria considering the fol-
lowing aspects: growth in assets, prof-
itability, geographic reach, new busi-
ness development and innovation in
products. Morcover, Global Finance’s
editorial review board relies on the
opinions of equity analysts, credit rat-
ing analysts, banking consultants and
other key banking executives.

This year’s winners demonstrated
their ability Lo attentively meet their
customers’ needs and achieve posilive
financial results in addition to their

good future planning, despile the
unfavorable operating conditions in
the markets in which they operate.

NBK-Kuwait CEO Salah Al-Fulaij
said: “Winning the “Best Bank in
[KKuwait - 2019” award is a strong tes-
tament of the trust our customers
place in The bank and a reflection of
NBK’s strong results and its promis-
ing future. It also proves our unwa-
vering ability to meet rising chal-
lenges through prudent planning for
the future by following our path to
successfully complete our digital
transformation journey as part of
NBK’s diversificalion strategy.”

“Our focus on digilal transforma-
lion is a key element in maintaining
our leadership which we gained
through positioning ourselves ahead

of our peers through providing the
best banking services and products”,
Al-Fulaij added stressing that the rap-
id pace of technological advancement
poses additional challenges, especial-
ly as the bank strives Lo ensure the
utmosl salely and securily measures
to its customers. Founded in 1987 and
headquartered in New York City,
Global Finance is one of the leading
financial magazines with a mission to
publish specialized economic reports
and analysis. Its monthly circulation
exceeds 50,000 in over 188 counlries
around the world.

The awards ceremony will be held
on the sidelines of the annual meel-
ings of the International Monelary
Fund and the World Bank in
Washington, DC, next October.

Gulf Bank announces
winners of Al-Danah
weekly draw

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank held its weekly draw on
17th March 2019 announcing the names of its
winners for the week from the 10th March till the
14th March 2019, in which five winners will
receive KD 1,000 each, every week.

The winners this week are:

e Yaseen Abdulla Alelaiwi

e Abdallah Mohammad Falah Alresheedi

e Hamza Abbas Abdulwahab Bahroh

o Amal Ahmad Mohammad Almoamen

o Zahra Ahmed Mohammad Mahdi

The first Gulf Bank Al-Danah’s quarterly draw
2019 for the prize of KD 150,000 will be held on
27 March 2019, the second quarterly draw 2019
will be held on 26 June 2019, for the prize of KD
250,000, and the third quarterly draw for the
prize of KD 500,000 on 25 September 2019. The
final AlI-Danah draw for KD 1,000,000, will be
held on 16 January 2020, where the Al-Danah
millionaire will be announced at a live event.

Gulf Bank encourages customers Lo increase
their chances of winning with Al-Danah by
depositing more into their Gulf Bank accounts
using the new ePay (Self-Pay) service, which is
available on Gulf Bank’s online and mobile bank-
ing services.

Al-Danah offers a number of unique services
to customers, including the Al-Danah Deposit
Only ATM card, which allows account holders to
deposit money into their accounts at their con-
venience. Account holders can also calculate
their chances of winning the draws through the
‘Al-Danah Chances’ calculator available on the
Gulf Bank website and app.

AUB congratulates
winners of

Al-Hassad
weekly draw

KUWAIT: Ahli United Bank announced on the 13th
ol March 2019 the winners ol its weekly draw of Al-
Hassad Islamic account which is the very [irst draw
account in Islamic banking in Kuwait that has
reshaped the lives of thousands lucky winners. Al-
Hassad has have over 850 prizes, over a 12 month
period.

The weekly draw announced the grand prize win-
ner of KD 10,000 as Abdulrazaq M Kamal.

20 other winners won prizes of KD 1,000 and are
as follows: Waleed Yaqob Al-Ali, Nail Nazieh
Abdualrhman, Faisal S Al-Dousari, Fatemah
Abdulraheem Al-Kandari, Noumah Saif Al-Talah,
Adel AbedAli Hasan, Najat Allawil Farhan, Jawad
Abdulraheem Al-Saffar, Mohammad Khaled Al-
Dosari, Raghad Faisal AlKanderi, Faisal Meadhed
Alhuwailah, Taha Saeed Zuhair, A Wahid Ali Khalil,
Abdulla Khamis Mohammed, A Aziz Hussain Dashti,
Hamed Saeced Abdulaziz, Khalil Darwish Ahmed,
Fatima A Wahid A Amir, Faris Saleh Khalifa, Kameela
Ahmed Hussain.

Al-Hassad Islamic Account presents 21 weekly
prizes comprised of a grand prize of KD 10,000, 20
prizes of KD 1,000 each in addition the monthly
draw to win a prize of KD 100,000

Al-Hassad Islamic Account presents also 4 quar-
terly mega prizes of KD 250,000 that will help the
lucky winners achieve their dreams and aspirations.
One powerful new aspect of the Al-Hassad Islamic
Account is the prize draws on the holy occasion of
both Eid Ul-Fitr and Eid Al-Adha, when the winning
customers will receive the Eid prizes of KD 100,000
each. May the Eid always bring prosperity and bless-
ings to the Islamic nation.

Infiniti Q50, QX60
win 2019 Vincentric
Best Value in
America awards

KUWAIT: Abdulmohsen Abdulaziz Al-
Babtain Co (AABC), the sole authorized
dealer of Infiniti vehicles in the State of
Kuwail, announces that two Infiniti mod-
els received recognition in the 2019
Vincentric Best Value in America awards:
the 2019 Infiniti Q50 sport sedan was
named a winner in the Luxury Mid-Size
Sedan segment, and the 2019 Infiniti
QX60 was a winner in the Luxury Large
SUV/Crossover segment for the third
conseculive year.

Vincenlric measures cosl-ol-owner-
ship using eight different cost factors:
depreciation, fees and taxes, financing,
fuel, insurance, maintenance, opportuni-
ty cost and repairs. Using a slatistical
model, Vincentric identified the Best
Value in America winners by measuring
which vehicles had lower than expected
ownership costs given their market seg-
ment and price. More than 3,000 vehi-
cle configurations were evaluated using
a range of annual mileage intervals and
insurance profiles.

One ol Infinili’s best-selling models,
the Q50 sports sedan delivers a reward-
ing driving experience with a variety of
innovative powertrain options, including
the VR-series 3.0-liter V6 twin-turbo

engine, which was named to the presti-
gious Ward’s 10 Best Engines list for two
years in a row. The INFINITI Q50 also
offers more advanced salely [ealures
than the competition, including world’s
first technologies such as Predictive
Forward Collision Warning, Around View
Monitor with Moving Object Detection
and Backup Collision Intervention.

The popular and highly awarded
Infiniti QX60 offers the best of both
luxury and practicality with a combina-
tion of family-oriented features as well
as a welcoming, carelully crafted
design inside and out. With a third row
of seating, the spacious interior adjusts
to customers’ needs. For the 2018 mod-
el year, the QX60 introduced a break-
through technology designed especial-
ly for active families - Rear Door Alert.
The new Rear Door Alert system, stan-
dard on all 2018 QX60 models, can
help remind customers of things that
may be forgollen in the rear seal, such
as pets, valuables, dry cleaning, gro-
ceries and more.

Other available driver assist tech-
nologies include: Around View Monitor
with Moving Object Detection; Lane
Departure Warning and Lane Departure
Prevention;  Backup  Collision
Intervention; Blind Spot Intervention;
and Intelligent Cruise Control (Full-
Speed Range). Also offered are the
advanced Predictive Forward Collision
Warning system and Forward
Emergency Braking with pedestrian
detection.

KAMCO wins
‘Best Debt Bank
in the Middle
East - 2019’

KUWAIT: KAMCO Investment Company, a leading
investment (irm with one of the largest AUMs in the
region, won the “Best Debt Bank in the Middle East -
2019 prestigious title from the renowned Global
Finance Magazine. Throughout the past year, KAMCO
completed 9 investment banking transactions that
amounted to over $1.8 billion, achieving a track record
of 131 successful transactions worth around $20.4 bil-
lion, in addition Lo advisory services [or local and
regional clients.

IKKAMCO was honored with the “Best Debt Bank in
the Middle East - 2019” litle in an exclusive survey that
will be published in Global Finance Magazine’s next April
issue. Award winners were invited to attend the awards
ceremony laking place later this year on October 19,

Ooredoo Group
launches

°
Blockchain
initiative
DOHA: Ooredoo Group yesterday became one of
the world’s first communications companies to
launch a global Blockchain Initiative, which aims to
open the {loodgales for organizatlions Lo adopl
blockchain solutions to drive digital business growth
and innovalion and transform daily lives.

Blockchain is a fast-growing digital enabler, with
safe, secure, and reliable “distributed ledger” tech-
nology providing a permanent digital record of own-
ership that allows every part of a transaction to be
verified. While many organizations may know
blockchain powering cryptocurrency, there are
wider applications of blockchain empowering solu-
tions that can save time and money, and can enhance
information securily and privacy.

Showing the strong business adoption, global

blockchain spend will grow over 10-fold from $1.5
billion in 2018 to $11.7 billion by 2022, according

2019 at the National Press Club in Washington, DC.
Global Finance editors, with input from industry experts,
selected KAMCO based on a multi-criteria approach
that includes; reviewing markel share, number and size of
deals, service and advice, structuring capabilities, distri-
bution network, efforts to address market conditions,
innovation, pricing, after-market performance of under-
wrilings and market reputation.

Commenting on the achievement, Omar Zaineddine,
Senior Vice President and Head of Debt Capital
Markets at KAMCO, said, “At the core of our business
is to continuously deliver on a promise. Our clients are
enterprises that contribute to their respective
economies through products and services. They pro-
vide wealth to their constituents be it sharcholders or
employees. When the client identifies a compelling
event to raise funds from the debt markets, this is
always driven by a need to deliver on their promise to
their stakeholders. Having an advisory team, who
understands that need and delivers on the promise, is
paramount. This award acknowledges the team’s dedi-
cation throughout the year in supporting our clients to
prosper by further expanding their funding options”.

He also said, “As our foolprinl expands lo cover
other markets in the Middle East, our regional team
will bring [resh ideas Lo their clientls in the core

to a recent report by IDC.

As a true digital enabler, Ooredoo Group already
works closely with public, private, and academic
sectors in its global footprint to develop blockchain
solutions that can create new value in the digital
space and enrich people’s digital lives. Ooredoo
Group’s new Blockchain Initiative is an open call for
innovators to develop blockchain partnerships, solu-
lions, and prolocols across business-lo-business and
business-lo-consumer sectors.

Sheikh Saud Bin Nasser Al-Thani, Group Chief
Executive Officer, Ooredoo, said: “Blockchain will
facilitate new digital business models and revenue in
the next five years - helping organizations to run
beller and Lo transform people’s daily lives. Using
blockchain, organizations and their customers can
oplimise costs, find new levels of efficiency, trans-
parency, and trust, and enable secure digital pay-
ments.” For example, property developers can pro-
vide smart contracts for ensuring titles, deeds, and
facilities management are accurate and secure.
Banks can beller track cross-border payments, and
logistics companies can track and trace products.
Healthcare providers can enable digital patient
records to optimize treatment. Mega-event organiz-
ers can introduce virtual digital payment tokens for
merchandise and food and beverage. Sporls leams
can have real-lime athlete health and performance

markets. Our clients © gamee
would be able to capital-
ize on our longstanding
track record in bridging
between debt issuers and
investors.”

Global Finance, found-
ed in 1987, has a circula-
tion of 50,050 and readers
in 189 countries. Global
Finance’s audience |
includes senior corporate Z-
and financial officers ’
responsible for making
investment strategic deci-
sions at multinational com-
panies and financial insti-
tutions. Its website -
Gfmag.com - offers analysis and articles that are the
legacy of 32 years ol experience in international [inan-
cial markets. Global Finance is headquartered in New
York, with offices around the world. Global Finance
regularly selects the top performers among banks and
other providers of financial services. These awards
have become a trusted standard of excellence for the
global financial community.

Omar Zaineddine

metrics and also manage
fan loyalty programs.
With Ooredoo Group’s
Blockchain Initiative,
Ooredoo aims to leverage
its experience and indus-
try-leading solutions in
blockchain combined with
5G, cloud, and the
Internet of Things to
deliver the biggest bene-
fits Lo organizalions and
to customers. OQoredoo’s

Blockchain Initiative is .

also bringing logether Sheikh Saud Bin
subject matter experts Nasser Al-Thani
from across the compa-

ny’s global foolprint and business units, including
small- and medium-sized businesses, commercial,
digital, and legal.

Sheikh Saud, said: “Our Blockchain Initiative
aims to open the blockchain floodgates, leveraging
global best practices to deliver localised innova-
lion across many of the world’s fastest-growing
markets. Our open call to blockchain innovators
will also explore integrating blockchain with artifi-
cial intelligence and machine learning, cloud, and
the Internet of Things.”
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and Al Attar star

in the Arab Youth Festival

Arts (LAPA) in cooperation with Al Shaheed Park for the third year in a
row. The festival began on Sunday, March 17 on the open stage at
Shaheed Park at 8pm. The shows began with talented artist Abdulaziz Al

3 s a part of the Arab Youth Festival organized by LOYAC Academy of

ACK hosts membrane
technology workshop

he Australian College of Kuwail (ACK) hosted a
I workshop about the use of economically sustainable
membrane technology for water desalination with
distinguished guests from around the world. The workshop
was organized by ACK Scienlific Research Center and
sponsored by the Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement
of Sciences (KFAS). The objective of the workshop was Lo
bring together academics and professionals from the
waler seclor Lo learn aboul the most economically and
environmentally friendly water technologies and its appli-
calion for water trealment and management in Kuwait.
Among the distinguished speakers were Professor Adel
Sharif, winner of The Queen’s 2011 Anniversary Prize for
Waler Research and Direclor of the Centre for Osmosis
Research and Applications at the University of Surrey;
Mansour Ahmed, Acling Program Manager for the Waler

Abdullah Al-Ruwaished.

Desalination Technologies Program at the Water Research
Center of Kuwail Institute for Scientific Research (KISR);
and Pouya Rezai, Associale Proflessor ol Mechanical
Engineering al York Universily, and Researcher in the
Field of Microfluidics.

The opening speaker was Professor Sharil who noted
the importance of the role of science and technology in
achieving waler securily. “Waler, food and energy are the
most important commodities for our existence and sur-
vival,” said Professor Sharif. The desalination of brackish
waler and seawater were among the solutions he focused
on for gaining a new supply of water.

Professor Sharif went on to explain the use of the mem-
brane process for desalination, and how it’s growing
worldwide. He also explained how the energy used by
membrane lechnology has been decreasing over the years
thanks to advancements in technology. “Innovation is solv-
ing tomorrow’s problems today,” said Professor Sharif.
Irom his end, Mohammed Abdul-Niby, Dean of School of
Engineering at ACK, described the workshop as a success
and thanked the speakers for their contributions to it.

Burgan Bank’s new
‘Haleeb O Heil’
restaurant offer

urgan Bank is inviting its customers to enjoy a 10%
Bdiscount at one of the most popular restaurants in

Kuwait, “Haleeb O Heil”. The latest offer is part of
the Bank’s aim Lo ensure every cuslomer receives the
chance to experience a wide range of privileges. With over
five branches in Kuwait and one in Dubai, “Haleeb o Heil”
is incorporating a modern approach to its offerings, the
restaurant offers a diverse range of cuisines while it is par-
licularly known for its traditional Kuwaitli food. In the same
way, “Haleeb O Heil” offers classical traditional music that
creates an entertainment and lively atmosphere, mean-
while, the customers enjoy their meals.

Photos show Belgium Ambassador to Kuwait Piet Heirbaut inaugurating the visit Belgium promo-
tion at Souk Safar Avenue Mall over the weekend.

Mesbah whose voice filled the theater with joy and applause. Young artist and
star of The Voice, Hassan Al Allar also performed a hil collection of songs. The
closing was a duet by the artists who both performed the song “Wink” by

Pamper your mom at

Jumeirah Messilah
Beach Hotel & Spa

very mother is the most special female in each
Eperson’s life and Mother’s Day is a time to

express to her how special she is. To mark this
occasion on 21st of March 2019, the resort offers delec-
table dinner options at exquisite and award-winning
restaurants. Spend some wonderful time while savoring
the hotel’s specially created menus, and surprise your
mother al Garden Cale with a lavish Mother’s Day din-
ner buffet prepared by the hotel’s renowned chefs and
visually indulge in the speclacular views of the
sparkling Arabian Gulf in the distance, priced at 22KD
per person, from 7 pm to 11.30 pm. Book a table of four
or more, and leave your mother’s bill on us!

Additional dining options are also available at the
luxurious resort. For mothers with an Italian palette,
award-winning restaurant Olio is the perfect enticing
place for authentic taste of Italy with a Venetian
ambiance and magical view of the Arabian Gull Sea. For

South African
embassy closure

n the occasion of Human Rights Day, the
Embassy of the Republic of South Africa will
be closed on Thursday 21st March 2019 and
will reopen on Sunday, 24th March 2019 with its
official office hours from 8:00 to 16:00 & the
Consular Section operation hours will be from 8:30
to 12:30. For Emergencies please contact 94924895.

Kuwait blood bank
holds get-together

taff members from the Kuwait central blood bank and
their families held a get-logether on 22nd February at
Fahaheel Takkara hall. The group consists of members

those who are meat-lovers, Pepper Steakhouse
Restaurant offers flame-grilled steaks where she can
indulge in a selection of the finest meat cuts. Mothers
who indulge in seafood can enjoy an eclectic maritime
experience at Salt, entering a breathtaking world of
under the sea themed restaurant, from 7 pm to 11.30
pm. Book a table of four or more, and your mother will
receive a delicious complimentary main dish.

Last but not least, award-winning Talise Spa has
created the perfect package [or Mother’s Day as all
mothers deserve a pampering and relaxing haven.
Talise Spa offers the perfect escape: you can treat your
mother to a special 60-minute Mother Daughter
Massage to spend precious time together in the luxuri-
ous privale suite where the double suite of the Spa will
be decorated with a unique set up, priced at 100KD.
Your mother will be able to use the Spa’s world class
facilities, including sauna, steam room, experience
showers and more. To show her how much she is
appreciated, our Mother’s Day spa package makes the
ideal gift of relaxation. Special Mother’s day vouchers
are also available at the Spa where you can preplan her
spa gift specifically tailored to her needs and prefer-
ences. IUs the perfect occasion to show your mother
how much she deserves, so why not say it with our Stay
Different experiences.

association including nurses and technicians at the blood
bank. The program was conducted on chairmanship of
Blesson Sam Thomas, president of IIKCBB and Annamma
Jhon secretary ol IIKCBB. The annual report presentation
was done by Rakhi while a dashing cultural program with
children and family was anchored by Jomon Thomas and
Blessy Cherian. The new commillee members for next
working year were also selected.
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Microsolft holds ‘banking edition’ of
sionals

CISO for Kuwaiti FFSI profes

KUWAIT: Microsoft vesterday held the ‘Banking
Edition” of its CISO Executive Series - a series for
an elite set of top Chiel Information Securily
Officers for the Kuwait's Finance sector profession-
als. The event, held al the JW Marriolt, Kuwail City
was specifically tailored for the country’s banking
industry to enable its professionals to overcome the
rising challenges in the cyber-security landscape
and meet the security objectives of their business.
The summil comes amid contlinuous rise of cyber-
attacks targeting public and private sector organiza-
tions and aims to empower professionals to better
protect their company perimeters.

Microsoft experts including Ramon Bosch,
Principal, Risk & Compliance, Microsoft EMEA,
Volkan Verim, Technical Sales Professional, Security
Microsoft Gulf, and Mohammed Zayed, Microsoft
365 & Cyber-Security Solutions Lead for Microsoft
Kuwait, delivered insightful presentations and
demonstrations around Cyber Securily.

The sessions covered a holistic approach and
introduction to Microsofl trust principles such as
securily, privacy, compliance and transparency. The
altendees also learned about protecting organiza-
tional identities and ensuring data privacy and
encryption of information including data classifica-
tion, compliance policies and praclices to meet
Financial requirements. Morcover, the Kuwaiti
CISOs were engaged into discussions Lo shed light

on the importance of how the migration of core data
and applications can help increase security and
bring agility to their operations.

A Microsoft Digital Transformation research on
cybersecurity found a troubling threal landscape in
the region. Some 63% of respondents said their
company lost either productivity or data to a cyber
incident in 2018; 46% of these victims were affected
more than once; and almost one in 10 victims
reporled incidents “once a week or more”.

“Today’s CISOs must manage their organization’s
risk in the face of rising challenges and the ever-
expanding scale and sophistication of today’s cyber
threats.”Said Mohammed Arif, Regional Director,
Modern Workplace & Securily, Microsoft Gulf.
“Balancing these challenges with business needs to
collaborate, innovate, and grow requires an always-
on, multifaceted approach to security.

With events like our CISO executive series, we
aim Lo creale awareness amongsl the securily pro-
fessionals of Kuwail and introduce truly intelligent
securily capabilities that we can offer, in order for
them to harness these technologics and better pro-
tect their digital estates to achieve more.” The
Microsoft CISO executive event concluded with key
takeaways from all perspectives of cyber security
and proved Lo be a strong platform for securily pro-
fessionals from across Kuwait to network with peers
and engage with subject matter experts.
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Dr Sahar Ghannam

Dermatology consultant,

1Q | saharpotycimic

skin treatment and laser

Timing: Saturdays and Wednesdays from 10 am to 5 pm
sunday, Monday and Tuesday from 2:30 am until 5 pm
Thursday from 9:30 am until 1 pm.

Friday is a holiday.

Address: Fourth Ring Road - Abdallah Fadalah Street, Meidan
Hawally, opposite fire station - block 35, bullding 31.
Clinic Phones: 25610407/ 409V 314 Fax: 25610465
Maobaile: 90974754/ 99166746

, J Drsaharghannsmelinic  Email:drsgderma@gmail.com

WELCOME

i Endoscopic Sinus Surgery

} Sooring and 0SAP Surgery
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i Micro laryngeal surgery
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& Septoplasty and turbinate reduction surgery by laser or RF -~

4 Rinoplasty with open and dosed techniques

4 Microscopic Middle Ear Surgery and Tympanoplasty ;
3 Salivary gland and parotid surgery |

3 Thyvaid and parathyroid surgery
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Dr. Ala' Groof ™

Consultant Surgeon
Canadian board certified.

General Surgery, Vascular Surgery, Endoscopicfaparoscopic
Surgery, Obesity/Metabolic Surgery, Tumor Surgery

o Treat patients with problems in the arteries and veins- varicose veins, narowing/occlusion or

ball

ooning of vessels.

o [reat patients with diabetic foot wounds and leq swelling.

o Treat patients in need of hemodialysis access and associated problems.
w Treat patients with gall bladder stones, abdominal swellings/tumars/hernias,
w Treat patients with problems of overweight- Sieeve Gastrectomy and gastric bypass.

| We cover GIG insured patients- KPC/AFYA

Meidan Hawally - End of Fourth Ring Road - behind the

Gas Station - Sabaek building, seventh floor

Tel: 25626000 - 65966000

To advertise on this Page

\ﬂ‘-
o S Call: 24833199 ext:101,102 or

Direct line: 24835616 / 24835617

4 or email: ads@kuwaittimes.com

Dr. Husain Alenezi

Boand Certified Unslogist.

-Endousniogy Sototy-Approved Feliowship In Endounokogy And
Robotic Surgery Al Westorn University, Ortads, Canada

Endoscopy & Lasar

6= Erectile Dyshunction

Expert in diagnosing and treating:
1- Urinary Stones (Kidney, Uretar & Biaddar) Sy

2- Prostate Cancar And Benign Prostatic Hyparplasia

3- Lowes Urinary Tract Sympboms [0 Males And Fomales

4- Tumors And Makgnancies Of The Urdnary Tract (Hidnay, f
Adrenals, Lireter, Bladdar And Testas)

5- Malo Facsor indniiity And Varicocolkes (Microscopic Surgony)

| Centact Taita Hospital; 1 606068

% S4449452 oF Twitter: @Dridusain_Unol

= 50721507
24551555
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Our Doctors Provide care

For the entire Family
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EXIR MEDICAL SUBSPECIALITIES CENTER

Block Mo.4 Jahra - Kuwait
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DR. MOHAMMAD AL HAJRY DR. FAHAD S BUHAIMED ACADAMSE €3
- Canadian Board of Otolaryngology LSS, S Daressoicain I 5 Doeer
Head & Neck Surgery and Facial Plastics. ke Tranaplent, b v Fallg

Fellow of Royal College of Surgeons-Canada
A rare Subspecialty in Microscopic Ear Surgery, Cochlear
implant & Ear diseases
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# Diagnosis/ Treatment of General Ears, Nose, and Throat conditions in adults & pediatrics I

T - L ‘ WP CLAL LTI 1N
« Minimally invasive Endoscopic sinus surgery including Balloon sinuplasty

«Minimally invasive Microscopic& Endoscopic Ear surgery errmmad plogy & Commertic Trealerents.
#Diagnosis & treatment of Otology and Audiology (Hearing loss, Tinnitus & balance disorders )
+Fadal Plasticand reconstructive surgeries (Rhinoplasty, Otoplasty, Fillers & Botox njections)
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+ Diagnosis & treatment of snoring & obstructive sleep apneain dinic without surgery b o Wjpkciable §illers & Boto ¥ |
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# Diagnosis & Treatment of voice and swallowing disorders.
-+ Diagnosis & Treatment of Head and Neck benign & malignant tumors.

siberr nf, Bulding b,

(151] @Malhajry Salmiya, Belajat Street, Tel: 1881122 e b e

To advertise on this Page Dr. Ahmad Alaeddine

Head of Cardiology departmenta
at Dar Al Shifa hospital

e Consultant Interventional and conventional

r pl T cardiologist.

e Specialised in the Diagnosis and treatment
of all adult cardiac diseases, including

Ll jes=ul l‘ those cases that need urgent intervention %

Call: 24833199 ext:101,102 e in Cath lab (primary angioplasty).
" or Direct line: 24835616 / 24835617 TIEf I!'""i___

Ki

Q or email: ads@kuwaittimes.com Bar Al $hita Hassita (] daralshifa
Tele:1802 555
Know your Doctor
all sl ol b L Ry e N B T Otorhinolaryngology (ENT)
howm il erint e il Hosgsd DR I(HALEDALMERRI A Sk It ernaticvad Mowstn Dr Hamoud Abdu"ah Alaroui
Consultant interventional Cardiology .
Telephone: 1830003 Ext: 2400 Department: Heart & Vascular Center Telephone: 1830003  Laryngology Fellowship - Canada ENT Spec|a||st
r"?.'] alsalam.int.hospital r.:‘] alsalam.int.hospital ¢ Fellow of the European Board Otolaryngology - Head & Neck Surgery

Specialized in:

1-Diagnostic and therapeutic cardiac catheterization (Angiography and
Angioplasty). Aortic valve implantation.

2- Diagnosis and treatment of coronary artery diseases

3- Diagnosis and treatment of heart failure, cardiomyopathies and
valvular diseases.

4-Diagnosis and treatment of high blood pressure and high
cholesterol.

5- Diagnosis and treatment of syncope, palpitations and
cardiac arrhythmias.

6-Non-invasive diagnostic procedures echocardiography,

exercise stress test, and 24 hour blood pressure and

Holter monitoring

& Member of the American Academy of Otolaryngology Head & Neck Surgery
& Member of the British Laryngological Association

& Member of the Canadian Society of Otolaryngology Head & Neck Surgery
& Member of the Eurpean Laryngological Society

Specialized in:

= Management of benign and malignant vocal cord lesions.
@ Vocal cord augmentation.

= Treatment of spasmodic dysphonia.

= Adenotonsillectomy using latest techniques.
@ Thyroid surgery.

w Surgery for the deviated nasal septum.

= Endoscopic sinus surgery.

@ Treatment of allergic rhinitis.

@ Treatment of snoring.

= Treatment of vertigo.

Scope of Clinical Practice: <> Colonic Hydrotherapy & Fecal Incontinence Treatment
<> General & Laparoscopic Surgery <> Laparoscopic mini bypass

<> Single Port Surgery <>Transanal minimally invasive surgery

America“ Board certiﬁed in General Surgery <> Treatment of Colo- Rectal Diseases, including Colorectal Gancer

<> Surgical Treatment of Inflammatory Bowel Abscess AcademicCertificates, Trainings& Fellowships:

C | .
Member of the Society of American Gastrointestinal & Endoscopic Surgeons (SAGES) <Treatment of Perfanal Fistula & Complex Perianal Fistula (com- 4 American Board of General Surgery
! = "

plications) <> Fellow of American College of Surger
<>VAAFT Procedure (Treatment of Fistula through Fistuloscope) <> (anadian Board of Genergl Surger?l 4

<>Treatment of Irritable Bowel Symptoms

Higher specialization in Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary surgery & Organ Transplantation

N, . .. % Cllommsm) @ CEREag <> Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians & Surgeons of Canada
Member of many prestlglous surglcal societies. R (oo N nse onR e maval <> American Board of Colo — Rectal Surgery
<> Bariatric Surgery - Lap Sleeve Gastrectomy <> American Board of Surgical Critical Care
@ Day case surgeries @ Minor surgeries (lipoma, sebaceous cyst, ingrowing nail) <> Gallstones & Abdominal Hernias Surgery
@ Diagnosis, treatment and follow up of all surgical @ Hemorrhoids, fistula & anal fissure surgeries
emergencies @ Breast surgeries [ i »
- # @ Surgery for morbid obesity (sleeve, gastricbypass) @ Thyroid & adrenal surgeries = | . Dr. Abdullah Al Haddad
b @ Hernia repair @ Cholecysteclomy & laparoscopic appendicectomy s Surgery Department ?
" @ Surgery for reflux disease @ Liver, pancreas & hile ducts surgeries ' Lt ' 1 E I F_E‘ Consultant General Surgery’ Laparoscoplc & Colo - Rectal Surgeon
.III.I.;.:|‘ 3 L Y - )
Dr. Hani Haider http://www.international-clinic.com Tel: 1886677 “ic_kwt @] daralshifa

General Surgery Consultant _‘:: = Tele:1802 555 Fmall: aahadcac@daralshifa.com

Academic Certificates — Training

DR. WALEED S BUHAIMED ¢ Kuwait Board of General Surgery.
Consultant of General Surgery +(IFSO) member .
Laproscopic and Bariatric Surgery X Faculty member of (BEST)

+ Member of Kuwait Surgical Association.

DR. FAHAD AL-MUKHAIZEEM
Consultant Pediatrician

ﬁ Consultant Pediatrician-Canadian & American

M ' i Board in Pediatrics-Canadian
N -

Board in Pediatric Emergency
A )

Tel.: 22269369 - Fax: 22269368 Al-Jabriya - Block 1A - St.1 - Mazaya Building - 15th Floor - Clinic B

Scope of clinical Practice.

« Bariatric surgeries.

+ Gallbladder stones surgeries.
+Abdominal wall and hernia surgeries.
+G.l. surgeries.

« Thyroid and para - thyroid surgeries.
+Anal surgeries.

email: wbuhaimed@gmail.com Tel.: 965 22269411/ Mob.: 965 99212228 Jabriya, 4th Ring Rood,Block 1A Floor 9 -Clover Center Mazaya Building
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1. Electronic warfare undertaken Lo insure
effective friendly use of the electro-
magnetic spectrum in spite of the ene-
my's use of electronic warfare.

5. (Greek mythology) A river in Hades
across which the souls of the dead
were carried by Charon.

12.The bureau of the Treasury Department
responsible for tax collections.

15. Surrealist Spanish painter (1904-1989).

16. European annual grown for forage.

17. A loft for storing hay.

18. Any of a class of alcohols having 2
hydroxyl groups in each molecule.

19. Small Asian deer with small antlers and
a cry like a bark.

20. A sweetened beverage of diluted fruit
juice.

21.The number of which a given number is
the logarithm.

23. Any of various insects that feed and
form galls on conifers.

25. Heal or recover.

27.The basic unit of money in Sierra
Leone.

28. Loud confused noise from many
sources.

31 Type genus of the family Myacidae.

32.A white soft metallic element that tar-
nishes readily.

33. Advanced in years.

34. Minute floating marine tunicate having
a transparent body with an opening at
eachend.

38. Expanded in scope.

43. A yellow pungent volatile oil (trade
name Agene) formerly used for
bleaching and aging flour.

44. (Babylonian) The chief Babylonian god.

47.The compass point that is midway
between north and northeast.

48. English actor noted for his portrayals
of Shakespeare's greal tragic charac-
lers (1789-1833).

49. Made of fir or pine.

51. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked
on a skewer usually with vegetables.

54. Surveying instrument consisting of the
upper movable part ol a theodolite
including the telescope and its attach-
ments.

56. (Akkadian) God of wisdom.

58. A river in north central Switzerland that
runs northeast into the Rhine.

61. Perennial mountain rice native to
Mediterranean region and introduced
into North America.

63. (prefix) Half or partial.

64. A Hindu prince or king in India.

68. An enclosed space.

69. Any of several tropical and subtropical
treclike herbs of the genus Musa hav-
ing a terminal crown of large entire
leaves and usually bearing hanging
clusters of elongated fruits.

73. Relating to or containing the azo radi-
cal.

74."The condition ol having no arms.

76.A sudden loss of consciousness result-
ing when the rupture or occlusion of a
blood vessel leads to oxygen lack in
the brain.

77. A yearning for something or to do
something.

78.Someone who engages in drinking
bouts.

79. A guided missile fired from shipboard
against an airborne target.

Yesterday’s Solution

DOWN

1. Tropical starchy tuberous root.

2. (Old Testament) Cain and Abel were the
first children of Adam and Eve born
after the Fall of Man.

3. The Fate who spins the thread of life.

4."The environmental condition.

5.Remote city of Kazakhstan that (osten-
sibly for security reasons) was made
the capital in 1998.

6.The dull explosive noise made by an
engine.

7. Adult female chicken.

8. Standard time in the 5th time zone west
of Greenwich, reckoned at the 75th
meridian.

9.The seventh month of the Moslem cal-
endar.

10. Toward the mouth or oral region.

11. In a nice way.

12. (psychoanalysis) An idealized image of
someone (usually a parent) formed in
childhood.

13. French sculptor noted for his render-
ings of the human form (1840-1917).

14. A native or inhabitant of Sweden.

22. Cily in northeast Pakistan.

24. Property that is leased or rented out or
let.

26. Capital and largest city of Iraq.

29. An area in which something acts or
operates or has power or control.

30.A complex red organic pigment con-
taining iron and other atoms to which
oxygen binds.

35. (of complexion) Blemished by imper-
fections of the skin.

36. East Indian tart yellow berrylike fruit.

37. Appeal or request earnestly.

39. An accidental hole that allows some-
thing (fluid or light etc.) to enter or
escape.

40. Anneal or toughen by a process of
gradually heating and cooling.

41. A family of languages of the Fula peo-
ple of west Africa in the sub-Sahara
regions from Senegal to Chad.

42. A state in northwestern North America.

45.Tighten one's belt.

46. An official prosecutor for a judicial dis-
trict.

50. Extremely small in scale or scope or
capability.

52. African tree having an exceedingly
thick trunk and fruit that resembles a
gourd and has an edible pulp called
monkey bread.

53. A colorless and odorless inert gas.

55. Being one more than fifty.

57. Affect with wonder.

59. (Old Testament) The second patriarch.

60.A member of the Siouan people for-
merly living in the Missouri river valley
in NE Nebraska.

62. (computer science) A graphic symbol
(usually a simple picture) that denotes
a program or a command or a data file
or a concepl in a graphical user inter-
face.

65.The elementary stages of any subject
(usually plural).

66. An island in Indonesia south of Borneo.

67.The biblical name for ancient Syria.

70. A loose sleeveless outer garment made
from aba cloth.

71. Government agency created in 1974 to
license and regulate nuclear power
plants.

72. A broad flat muscle on either side of
the back.

75. Not out.
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STAR TRACK

You feel the need to hunker down, get to work and make more of your
life. You had or have a wonderful job. Now you need to make it better and more prof-
itable. You feel like your family looking at yourself now. Who am 1, is that nagging little
question? Now that I'm able to do as I please, what do [ please? You can't explain
your feelings to others now, Aries. There’s no reason Lo try except to keep family rela-
tions smoother. Keep conversation on your reasoning and your life to a minimum.
Thank all for their assistance. This is a perfect time to live with new circumstances and
new ideas. You don't even know how Lo express everything you feel to yourself vet.

I
u Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Day dream for work? Yes, you can. When you zone oul loday il’s all
aboul work. After all, concentraling on and creating in your mind what you desire and
then putting your plan into action is how you make that goal occur. You can do this
casily loday. The slars are with you now, Taurus. You have a desire o work hard al the
moment and make something belter for everyone involved. You're even laking the
extra step of considering how Lo best creale a healthier lifestyle Loo. You don’t have Lo
go to the gym Lo work out. You can clean the flower beds, sweep the porch or any
other mundane chore thal requires you to move.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Karma is at work today. Remember yesterday when you were listening
aplly to the latest gossip. Well, today it’s your turn to be the center of that particular
attention. You're walking on egg shells because you don't like the topic. You're
unsure who knows and you want to keep it under wraps. Remember no good deed
goes unnoticed, Gemini. Try Lo keep from basking in someone else’s misery unless
you want to feel the feeling. Keep your head down at work and do just that, work.
"Think about making your life healthier too. Maybe a change of diet such as cutting
out most refined sugars or gelling a little more exercise such as walking fits the bill.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Making your work better is paramount to you at the moment. Someone
al work worries you about their motives. You don't think they have the best interest
of work at heart. You appreciate the responsibility you've taken on where your work
place is concerned. It's now like your child and you're protective, Cancer. Making
the most of your life is still on your mind since you had such a nice day vesterday.
Putting yourself first is a primary effort but worth it, you think. Take care of you first
or you can't take care of others you love including your work.

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Your love of law and order will be put to the test today, probably by some
well-worked news story. Your thoughts about following sociely’s laws also pertains Lo
keeping things in order in your own life. That means getting your office and home clean
and orderly. You'll start al work today and coworkers will probably soon follow. Your
health is also up there in your thoughts as to how to make yourself better with exercise
and ealing a little healthier, Leo. The realization of what the past has done in your life to
gel you to where you are today makes you realize just how important your dealings are
for your future.

ﬂ Virgo (August 23-September 22)

Taking care of business means a lot to you. You're working lowards
getting what you need through any type communication you can to make your life
better now. Curiosity killed the cat they say but that’s not your case, Virgo. You're full
of curiosity for anything that looks or sounds a little different. You figure you can find
new ways of doing things if you look at even what some consider taboo. Sex is on
your mind big time. If you don't have a lover then you're looking. There’s a form of
exercise you can really get into, you think. Happy hunting.
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ANGELS HANDS
ANOTHER NIGHT HOLD ON
CANDY RAIN HOOK
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Libra (September 23-October 22)

Work is about all you can think about now. You want organization, every-
thing has a place and everything in its place. That’s a need. Taking care of business is
your molivation because you know it brings you rewards. The reward of home, food,
clothing and more are something you've been thinking of lately. If anyone goes
against you on this thought pattern, you're ready to fight, Libra. That's not good. You
could fly off the handle too easily and get bad feedback as a result. Keeping your
temper is the way to win friends and influence enemies. Your health and making it
beller, Libra, is a strong, intuitive influence now too.

ﬁ Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

Today you need to be at work. The mundane aspect of it draws you in
after days of meditation on what you should do and how you should proceed with
your life both al work and at home. Each affects the other. Practicality is why you love
work today. It supplies a need for organization. Your health is concerning you and it
could be because you've been stressed. Walking in nature might help part of that. Plus,
you may want to check your diet out for the best foods Lo relieve that stress and give
youmore energy. Take time with family and friends because they sustain you.

=1 Sagittarius (November22-December21)

- Taking care of business is your modus operandi for this morning of
work. You need everything in its place so that you can see al a glance
what you need to work on most. Generally, your work place is neat as a pin for that
very reason. Keep vour irritations to yoursell although you meel with a few today.
Work goals take considerable consideration now. It's a need but so is keeping your-
sell healthy. If you feel overwhelmed or allow yoursell to get overly tired you could
need Lo Lake some Lime off work, nol something you want o do. Eal belter and gel
more moderale exercise seems Lo be your new molto.

ﬂ Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Taking care of business is your modus operandi for this morning of work.
You need everything in its place so that you can see at a glance what you need to
work on most. Generally, your work place is neat as a pin for that very reason. Keep
vyour irritations to yourself although you meet with a few today. Work goals take con-
siderable consideration now. It’'s a need but so is keeping yourself healthy. If you feel
overwhelmed or allow yourself to get overly tired you could need to take some time
off work, not something you want to do. Eat belter and get more moderate exercise
seems Lo be your new motto.

m Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

Work is in the utmost position in your mind now. You live to work and
you work to live. It provides material compensation and emotional satisfaction. You
find yourself in opposition to some workmates especially when they question your
conventionality. You know who you are, what you believe and where you want to go
in life. They have no idea. They're not people you invite into your personal side of life.
Besides, you don't really care that some people have issues with you. Aquarius, con-
sider the source and get on with life.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Frustration is a fact of life today. No matter how hard you try at work
now, you [eel as if you're not being heard. You want to organize but you can't secem
Lo gel it all together. You sure have issues with trying Lo get others more organized
Loo. Feeling loved is a true need now and makes you want to be pleasant around
others but you have your limits. Some of your coworkers or friends do quite well
around you right now while others irritate the heck out of you. You feel pushed and
pulled, Pisces, can't make up your mind, unsatisfied. It'll get better.
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People watch prize winner falla “L’Antiga de Campanar”, during the Fallas festival in Valencia on March 17, 2019. Fallas are gigantic structures made of cardboard portraying current events and personalites in which individual figures or Ninots are placed.

The Fallas will be burnt in the streets of Valencia today as a tribute to Saint Joseph, patron saint of the carpenters’ guild. — AFP

From hardship to
hope, Singapore’s
migrant poets find
their voices

n dorms on Singapore’s fringes or employers’
Ibackrooms, a growing number of migrant work-

ers are using poetry to shed light on their hidden
struggles and reconnect with their roots. The tiny
Southeast Asian nation of 5.6 million counts on a
about 1 million migrant workers from countries like
Bangladesh, Indonesia, China and Myanmar o fuel
its powerhouse economy, working in sectors [rom
construction to services and home help. Although
horrific labor abuse cases are rare in the rich cily-
state, campaigners say migrants grapple with
unpaid salaries, having their travel documents with-
held and massive debts racked up in fees they pay
agents Lo get work.

Often tucked away in dormilories for foreign
workers and only seen in public on Sundays, their
day off, scores of migrants are writing poetry and
short stories offering a rare insight into their little
known worlds. “When I write, I am happy. When
people read our work and accept us as human
beings, we are happy,” Indonesian domestic worker
Deni Aprivani told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation. Hailing from a sleepy village in
Indonesia, 29-year-old Apriyani moved to
Singapore in 2013 to become a domestic worker as
she wanted Lo buy land for her father, a farmer,
back home.

Working from dawn to dusk looking after an
expatriate family, she started writing poetry on her
mobile phone at the end of her 14-hour work day as
an oullel for her [rustration as she struggled to
adjust to life in the new city.

Softly-spoken Apriyani won a poetry writing
competition for migrants in 2017 and one of her
poems was published in a book last year that
brought together more than 60 works by
Singaporean writers and migrant workers. “You call
them sluts, you call them useless, you call them
shameful, but did you know the stories behind
them?” she asked in the poem “Murderers”, which
highlighted the stigma facing migrant workers who
try to find love in the city.

Award-winning

The growing focus on wriling by migrant work-
ers began about five years ago with poelry con-
lests organized by advocales that aimed Lo use lit-
erature to break down barriers between foreign
workers and Singaporean sociely. These compeli-
tions have now branched out to other parts of Asia
which also rely heavily on migrant workers, includ-
ing Malaysia and Taiwan. In Singapore, their poems
are found in bookshops and public libraries, with
Bangladeshi construction worker Md Sharif Uddin’s
“Stranger Lo Mysell” winning best non-fiction Litle
at the prestigious Singapore Books Awards last
year. Stories of migrant workers are also gaining
altention in other artistic formats.

“A Land Imagined”, an award-winning [ilm
about low-paid migrants in Singapore, was
released domestically last month, with local critics
hailing it as a “historic milestone in Singapore
cinema”. Singaporean author and poel Jamal

Ismail said migrants’ unique experiences and
work have enriched the island’s literary scene.
“They might not write beautifully but there is an
abundance of humanism in them,” he said, during
a workshop where he offered guidance to a group
of migrant poets.

He recounted how he was struck by a poem by a
migrant domestic worker who likened her life in the
cily lo that of a cockroach, and another who lold
him she had not been paid for six months. “They are
marginalized and they feel lonely. When you're
lonely, that is when you reflect on whal is the mean-
ing of life? That is something they have thal is so
powerful,” he said. Singapore’s government main-
tains migrant workers are well protected, and the
country remains a popular destination for foreign
laborers as they generally enjoy higher wages than
in other parts of the region.

Sales of migrant workers’ books are low com-
pared to more mainstream writers, but local pub-
lishers said their potential is enormous. “They really
struck a chord and there was empathy,” said Ng
Kah Gay from Singapore’s Ethos Books, which in
2016 published “Me Migrant”, the city-state’s first
book by a migrant labourer, Bangladesh’s Md
Mukul Hossine, with 3,000 copies sold to date.
“Migrant workers are someone whom we’re so
familiar with bul somelimes we don't see them, they
are invisible. These books flesh out their lives for us
to experience, their emotions.” “It's so important for
them to be seen nol just as an economic machine
but they have their own voice,” Ng said.

Goh Eck Kheng [rom Landmark Books, which
has sold 700 copies Uddin’s award-winning
“Stranger to Mysell” in two print runs so far, said
literature gave migrant and local writers a platform
Lo embrace each other’s” work. “In that way, litera-
ture is a social leveler,” Goh said.

‘Freedom of thought’

Translation is the main hurdle for the work of
migrant poets to flourish according to Shivaji Das,
an Indian-born writer who works in Singapore and
has been organizing the annual migrant poetry
writing compelitions since 2014. Scribbling on
cement bags or tapping on their mobile phones
alter nightfall, workers usually wrile in nalive lan-
guages like Bengali, Indonesian or Chinese before
their work is translated.

Publishers said migrant workers also have to
compele for attention with a pool of emerging local
and foreign writers. But for many of the workers,
wriling merely is a way Lo ease their homesickness
and document their lives in a different city - as well
as a form of empowerment. Fazley Elahi, a
Bangladeshi worker who writes poems and set up
Migrant Library Singapore a vear ago, said reading
and writing in his native language reconnects him
to his roots after living away from home for a
decade. Manned by volunteers, the library has a
collection of about 800 books in different lan-
guages that are common among migrant workers
such as Bengali, Indonesian, Tagalog and Chinese.

It also holds writing workshops for aspiring
writers and runs a mobile library project that goes
to workers’ dorms. In poetry, says Elahi, there are
no limits to what he can say which gives him a
sense of liberation. “It is the freedom of thought
thal we Lreasure,” said the 30-year-old. — Reulers

Retired musicians enjoy
‘grand finale at Verdi home

early 120 vyears after Italian composer Giuseppe
N\’erdi called it his “most beauliful work”, ageing

musicians still play out their days at his Casa Verdi
retirement home. Piano music resonates down the corri-
dors of the sumptuous Milan palazzo, while a singer per-
forms in the vast main room for dozens of pensioners, who
were once professional musicians themselves. With
around 60 residents who have all dedicated their lives to
music, the sound of music in one form or another is every-
where. “This place is paradise,” says Marisa Terzi, 79, who
arrived four months ago. “For me, music is everything, and
[ didn’t expect to find such a fantastic place.”

“It's everything but a rest home! It's a holiday home,”
she laughs. “Time flies... in the morning there’s a pianist,
and everyone comes Lo listen, even those in wheelchairs.
“We all sing together, il's so beautiful, and then there are
concerts all afternoon.” Terzi, a singer and composer,
moved in because she says she had “no more family”. “I'm
lucky, because 1 really feel at home here,” she adds.
Romanian-born musicologist Bissy Roman, 94, is also hap-
py to be in a place where residents can play music them-
selves, enjoy listening to others play it and are surrounded
by fellow musicians.

“There came a lime when I felt like [ was all alone in the
world, I didn't have anyone anymore, and the Casa Verdi
was Lhe last solution: dying with music in my heart and
near my musician companions,” she said, having lived in
Russia, France and the Uniled States during her long life.

‘A real miracle’

Verdi, who composed operas such as “Aida” and “La
traviata”, was himselfl elderly when he decided at the end
ol the 19th cenlury Lo creale a “rest home” in whal was
then the countryside outside Milan. The neoclassical
palazzo, designed by Camillo Boito, the brother of one of
Verdi’s favorile librelto writers, was built to allow impov-
erished musicians to live out their days in dignity.
According to his own wishes, the Casa Verdi only opened
in 1902, a year after the composer died aged 87.

Almost 120 years later, the home is run by the Giuseppe
Verdi Foundation and has neither debts nor public funding,
which is “a real miracle”, said the home’s president
Roberto Ruozi. Residents make a monthly contribution
based on their means. However this amount always comes
to “less than a fifth of the running costs”, with the lion’s
share covered by income from past investments, Ruozi
said. “Verdi left the rights to his rovalties to Casa Verdi,
which was for 60 years a non-negligeable sum, part of
which was invested” in 120 apartments that are today
rented out, he added.

Retired Italian pianist Raimondo Campisi came to Casa Verdi
four years ago after living for 20 years on a boat in Beaulieu-
sur-Mer in the south of France. — AFP photos

The home has also received donations, such as one of
about six million euros ($6.8 million) from the daughter of
[talian conductor Arturo Toscanini, which are subsequent-
ly invested. “We gel room and board, there’s medical help.
We're looked after marvelously and we have everything:
rooms Lo play the piano, a concert hall...,” said pianist
Raimondo Campisi, 71.

He came here four years ago after living for 20 years on
a boat in Beaulicu-sur-Mer in the south of France. He
spent his career travelling the world playing the piano.
Besides relirees, the Casa is also home Lo around 15 music
students, some from Milan’s renowned La Scala Academy,
as part of a project to connect different generations start-
ed in 1999.

Generations

Just like her fellow musicians from Italy, Japan or South
Korea, 30-vear-old soprano Marika Spadafino appreci-
ates the mix. “I speak a lot with the pensioners, they listen
Lo me sing, give me lips,” said the southern Italian native.
“They know how to share their experiences. For me, com-
ing from a family where no one played music, it's really
important. “And when things don't go well, they know how
Lo console you and give you the strength to go on,” said
Spadafino.

Nevertheless, passions can run high at times among the
group of musicians. “Put 60 artists living together, oh la la,
you can just imagine!” said Campisi. The Casa Verdi has a
waiting list of around 10 people, who will have to bide
their time for a spot until a current resident dies. “1 hope
I'll be here a little longer,” said Terzi. “Bul we all know that
we'll die here, so we're always ready.”—AFP

A music sheet for Otello lies on a piano inside Casa Verdi, a
retirement home for musicians created in December 1899 by
Italian opera composer Giuseppe Verdi.

Musical instruments adorn the Gasa Verdi retirement home,
ready to be played by around 60 retired musicians staying
there.
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Jackie Chan to
star in mountain
epic Climbers

ackie Chan is to star in mountain
J climbing epic movie ‘Climbers’. The
64-year-old actor will appear along-
side Wu Jing in the upcoming action
film - helmed by Hong Kong filmmaker Daniel
Lee and produced by the Shanghai Film Group -
about the first Chinese mountaineers to conquer
Mount Everest, according to The Hollywood
Reporter. The movie will tell the story of the
real-life expedition of Wang Fuzhou, Gonpo and
Qu Yinhua, who made the first ever ascent up
Mount Everest’s North Ridge in 1960 and
nolably left a small statue of Chairman Mao on
the mounlain before returning Lo rescue another
member of their group who was unable to make
the whole journey. The other two climbers in the
group will be played by Jing Boran and Hu Ge,
whilst Zhang Ziyi will also be part of the cast as a
Chinese meteorologist who assists the expedi-
tion. Shooting on the project is underway in
China and is expected to be released on China’s
patriotic holiday National Day of the People’s
Republic of China or during Chinese New Year in
2020. Action legend Chan will soon reprise his
role as Detective Inspector Yang Naing Lee in a
new ‘Rush Hour’ film alongside Chris Tucker as
Detective James Carler in a fourth installment in
the buddy cop franchise. The series kicked off in
1998 with Brett Ratner’s first film which saw the
two police officers from Los Angeles and Hong
Kong respectively thrown together to bust an
international crime syndicate. The last film, ‘Rush
Hour 3’, was released in 2017. Spilling that the
Lwo slars are aclively “working on a few things
for the script” for a new sequel, Tucker, 47, said:
“It’s not in pre-production. We're working on a
few things [for] the script. Jackie wants to do it. I
want to do it. The studio wants to do it. We're
trying Lo gel it together. It looks like il's coming
together.”

Tuesday, March 19, 2019

Marina was worried about working
with boyiriend Patterson on new music

arina vowed Lo never work with her boy(riend

M Jack Pallerson again alter her first collabora-
tion with his band Clean Bandit. The 33-year-

old pop star - whose real name is Marina
Diamandis - worked with the dance group on 2017 song
‘Disconnect’ but alter that track she made an initial deci-
sion Lo avoid more studio lime with Jack because she
thought their songwriling would be loo influenced by
their romance. In an interview with V Magazine, she said:
“After that we didn’t write together again, because I just
found it too weird. 1 thought, what am I going Lo wrile

Pulp Fiction
theme writer Dick
Dale has died

ick Dale, who provided the theme song for
‘Pulp Fiction’, has died at the age of 81. The
legendary surf guitarist - whose 1962 version
of Greek folk song ‘Misirlou” plaved over the
opening credits of the classic 1994 movie - passed away
on Saturday evening, his bassist Sam Bolle has
announced. The musician - who was credited with pio-
neering a genre based on Californian surf culture and
was known for his fast strumming style, inspiring acts like
The Beach Boys and Jimi Hendrix - had a long history of
ill health, including renal failure, diabeles and cancer,
however the cause of his death is not yet known. ‘Pulp
Fiction’ director Quentin Tarantino previously praised the
guitarist and believed his version of ‘Misirlou” “throws
down the gauntlel” and sel a standard for his movie lo
live up to. He said in the rock critic Gary Graff’s book
‘Pulp Fiction: The Complete Story of Quentin Tarantino’s
Masterpiece’: “Having ‘Misirlou” as your opening credit,
it's just so intense. “It just says you're watching an epic,
you're walching a big, oI’ movie. “It just throws down a
gauntlet that the movie now has to live up to.”
Hollywood actor Seth Rogen was among the stars who
took to twitter to pay tribute to Dale. Replying to a
Tweel by Rolling Stone magazine, who described Dale as
the “King of Surf”, Seth said: “Once I drove an hour and
half to see Dick Dale perform at a horse track, and it was
wonderful. RIP. (sic)” Billy Idol also paid tribute to the
lale guilarist, wriling on Twiller: “Sad 2 hear the ‘King of
the Surf Guitar’ Dick Dale has passed on, RIP...(sic)”
Dale was born in in 1937 as Richard Anthony Monsour in
Boslon, Massachuselts Lo his father who had emigrated
from Lebanon and a mother who was Polish Belarusian
and his guitar style was inspired by his his heritage -
using Middle Eastern and Eastern European melodies as
well as “exolic” scales. He is survived by his wife Lana
and their son Jimmie.

Larson’s Captain Marvel will

lead ‘entire’ MCU, says Feige

evin Feige says Captain Marvel will lead the
K “entire” Marvel Cinematic Universe in the

future. The president of Marvel Studios has

revealed that Brie Larson’s Carol Danvers
from first Marvel female led standalone film will be at the
“forefront” of the next wave of MCU movies and insisted
that introducing Brie, 29, at this year’s Comic-Con was
one of the “highlights of his career”. In ‘Captain Marvel:
The Official Movie Special’, Kevin said: “When we found
out that Brie Larson might be interested in joining our
world, we had a number of meelings. She was a huge fan
of the character in the comics. One of the highlights of
my career al Marvel was introducing her at Comic-Con
and having her come out on stage and stand there with
literally almost everybody else from our movies. There
she was at the forefront, and it was a great foreshadow-
ing - not just for how audiences are going lo embrace
Brie as this character, but also for how Captain Marvel is
about to take the lead and be at the forefront of the
entire Cinematic Universe.” ‘Captain Marvel’ has so far
grossed $760 million worldwide making the highest
earning film of 2019, so far. Meanwhile, Brie previously
revealed she hopes ‘Captain Marvel’ will spark a global
conversation about diversity. She shared: “With films like
this, that do end up going international, because a lot of
the time, with smaller movies, you don’t know il they will
or nol, it means you gel lo have a really extensive con-
versalion, and I'm so grateful that this film has so many
pockets in it.”— Bang Showbiz

aboul? Being in love with you? It won't work.” However,
Marina changed her mind about working with her man
and features on 2018 Clean Bandit tune ‘Baby’ along with
Luis Fonsi and that track will be included on her upcom-
ing new LP ‘Love + Fear’ which drops on April 26. The
album is the singer’s first studio elfort since 2015’s ‘Frool’
and will be the first released under her new singular
Marina moniker as her previous three records were cred-
ited to Marina and the Diamonds. It is split into two
eight-song collections, with each collection exploring
psvchologist Elisabeth Kubler-Ross™ theory that humans

5

are only capable of experiencing those two emotions.
The record took two years to make and was recorded in
London, Sweden and Los Angeles with several songwrit-
ers and producers, including Noonie Bao, Sam De Jong,
Oscar Gorres, Camille Purcell, Justin Parker and Joe
Janiak. Marina also announced a UK and North
American tour in support of the album, including a show
al London’s iconic Royal Albert Hall on May 3.

Rak-Su: We'd never ride
a trend to top the charts

ak-Su would rather stay true Lo their rools
than “ride a trend” just to top the charts. The
popular four piece - made up of childhood
friends Mustafa Rahimtulla, Ashley Fongho,
Jamaal Shurland and Myles Stephenson - had a taste of
chart success when their ‘X Factor’ winner’s single
‘Dimelo’, featuring the Fugees star Wyclef Jean and pro-
ducer Naughty Boy, shot straight to number one in the
iTunes chart within 24 hours of them be crowned winners
of the ITV talent show in 2017. The band - who released
their second EP ‘Rome’ last month - are quite happy to
make music that they know their their huge [ollowing will
love, and would never makes songs for commercial gain.
Ashley told the Daily Star newspaper: “We are so happy
to be doing what we love and to have such huge support.
“We don’t think about charting or riding a trend at all.
“I'd love Lo say we are geniuses bul we just wrile the

Paul ‘would love’
to star in Breaking
Bad movie

aron Paul “would love” to star in a ‘Breaking
Bad’ movie. The 39-year-old actor played
Jesse Pinkman in the acclaimed drug drama
from 2008 to 2013 and showrunner Vince
Gilligan revealed back in November that he is working Lo
creale a new movie set in the same universe as the origi-
nal TV series. Aaron is keen to reprise his role as Jesse
but he insists he “hasn’t heard anything” about the proj-
ect. Speaking at the Sun Valley Film Festival, Aaron said:
“Rumors are funny - I once heard a rumour that [ was
being cast as Han Solo, I haven’t heard anything about
the ‘Breaking Bad’ movie but if there is one and it comes
together I'd love to be a part of it.” The ‘BoJack
Horseman’ star went on to explain that his co-star Bryan
Cranston - who portrayed mild-mannered teacher-
turned-drug baron Walter White - isn't likely to make it
into the movie because he dies, so the film “has to star
Jesse”. He said: “If it were to happen, yes, I would love to
do it. In case you haven’t caught up on the TV series,
Walter dies, so ... it has to star Jesse.” Bryan, 62, previ-
ously admilted that although it doesn’t seem very likely
he’ll appear in the film, he would jump at the chance to
reprise his role in any capacity should the screenwriter
ask him. He said: “I would, absolutely [be in it]. It’s Vince
Gilligan. If Vince Gilligan asked me to do it, sure,
absolutely. He'’s a genius.” Though not much is known
aboul the potential plot of the ‘Breaking Bad’ movie,
‘Why Him?” actor Bryan hopes it will allow some of the
other characters’ journey’s to be completed. He added:
“IU's a great story, and there’s a lot of people who felt that
they wanted Lo see some sort of completion to some of
these storylines that were left open. “This idea, from what
[ was told, gets into at least a couple of the characters
who were not completed as far as their journey. “I can’t
wail Lo see all those people again ... even if [ just come by
to visit!”

music we love. “We've grown a lot since then ["The X
Factor’] and although we look back at all our songs really
fondly, I'd like Lo think we've bellered ourselves.” Jamaal
added of their “old school” sound: “We've always been
into old school R&B. “IUs a really big influence. “All our
prelerences are slightly different, so it’s all our influences
that have created us.” Meanwhile, the group has set their
sights high on collaborators for the fulure, with the likes
of Jay-Z, Frank Ocean and Camila Cabello on their wish-
list. When asked who theyd like record with, the four-
some said: “There are so many artists wed like to work
with, in the future. “All the people we kinda grew up lis-
tening to and that our tastes have been molded by like
Usher, Babyface, Jay-Z, Skepta, Frank Ocean, Camilla
Cabello. I mean she’s good in it, Little Mix there’s actually
SO many.”

Chang Chen joins
Dune reboot

hang Chen has joined the cast of the
C ‘Dune’ rebool. The 42-year-old aclor is

set to portray physician Dr. Yueh, who

serves the Atreides family, in Denis
Villeneuve's take on the sci-fi literary classic. Chen
and the legendary filmmaker were both on the jury
at the Cannes Film Festival last summer. The
Taiwanese actor joins the ever-growing cast for
‘Dune, which is being adapted from Frank Herbert’s
novel of the same name. ‘Dune’ tells the complex sto-
ry of a fallen noble family’s attempt to control a
desert planet named Arrakis and its export, a rare
drug called melange - also known as “the spice” -
which is vital to space travel and the most sought
after commodily in the universe. ‘Bird Box’ star
David Dastmalchian recently joined in the role of
Piter De Vries - played by Brad Dourif in David
Lynch’s 1984 film - a Mentat human who serves the
Baron Vladimir Harkonnen (Stellan Skarsgard) and is
addicted to the spice. De Vries is a human who is
specially trained to perform mental functions
rivalling the computers that are forbidden in this uni-
verse. The all-star cast of the production also
includes Timothee Chalamet as the lead character
Paul Atreides, Rebecca Ferguson, Dave Baulisla,
Charlotte Rampling and Javier Bardem, whilst Jason
Momoa has also been attached to the project.
Zendaya and Oscar [saac are also in lalks for roles.
The project is being created by Legendary
Entertainment, and Villeneuve will produce along-
side Mary Parent and Cale Boyter. Villeneuve also
wrote the script for the flick with the help of Eric
Roth and Jon Spaihts. Legendary acquired the film
and TV rights in 2016 after signing a deal with
Herbert’s estate for his iconic tome. Villeneuve previ-
ously admilted ‘Dune’ has always been his “dream
project” as he was obsessed with the original film
growing up. Filming is due to commence in Budapest
and Jordan in spring and the film is sel Lo be
released next year.
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newest Angel is the “ultimate carcer high”. The 25-

year-old model - who has worked with the lingerie
giant intermittently for over six years - will be joining the
brand as their first-ever Hungarian model, and the star
admitted that the new move came at a perfect time
because she is “finally” happy in herself and her body.
Speaking to PEOPLE, she said: “I've been keeping this a
secrel for three months. IUs the ultimate career high!
“When I was 13, I saw the VS Fashion Show and said,
‘One day I will get there.” Three or four years later, I shol
with Victoria’s Secret PINK for the first time.

“Now, I feel like I was destined Lo do this. Vicloria’s
Secrel caught me al the perfect lime, because I'm finally
happy with myself and my body.” The model first walked
in the legendary Victoria’s Secret Fashion show in 2012

Barbara Palvin says becoming Victoria’s Secret’s

and modeled in multiple campaigns before returning to
the catwalk for 2018’s iconic New York show, and now
Palvin will be joining the likes of resident Angels Elsa
Hosk, Romee Strijd, Jasmine Tookes and Stella Maxwell.
Palvin - who is in a relationship with actor Dylan Sprouse
- has revealed that her beau “couldn’t believe” the news
but always “knew” she would make it as a permanent
angel for the prestigious label. She added: “He couldn’t
believe it. Then he was like, ‘I told you. I knew it.””

Palvin then ran downstairs at 5:30 a.m. to tell her par-
ents the happy news. She said: “They were half-asleep,
but they were freaking out. First they thought something
was wrong, but then I repeated mysell and they were so
happy. My mom cried a little bit, and my dad fist-bumped
my shoulder, like he usually does.” The brunelle beauty
posted a video on Instagram announcing the much-antic-

ipated news on Thursday where she shared a clip show-
casing her previous work with lingerie brand. She wrote:
“OFFICIALLY A @victoriassecret ANGEL ! I don’t know
where to begin but I'll try : I never thought it would hap-
pen and it has exceeded all my expectations. I'm very
exciled Lo announce that I'm officially a @vicloriassecrel
ANGEL !'Thank you for believing in me.

“There were limes where I let my own thoughts
hold me back and it was a hard climb away [rom those
bul my family , my team, Ed, and everyone al VS they
were always there to support me and uplift me. I am
proud to represent Hungary, and most importantly, all
of you in this new chapter of my life! Thank you all so
much again (sic)”. — AFP

Barbara Palvin

Japanese designer Junko Koshino (front left) and Fukushima governor Masao Uchibori (front
right) greet guests after the ‘Fukushima Pride’ show at Tokyo Fashion Week. — AFP photos

Cate Blanchett oves to
recycle and rework’ outfits

ale Blanchell loves lo “recycle and
re-wear” limeless outfits. The 49-
year-old aclress tries Lo “hold onlo”
couture garments that she has acquired
over the years and re-work the “beautifully
made” pieces because “fashion always
looks backwards”. Speaking to UK Vogue,
she said: “I love fashion. [ see it all as cos-
tume. That’s where it springs {rom [for me],
an interest in character and costume - but
also when you gel to work with greal
designers or people who are so good at
Lailoring or interested in forward-looking
ideas. “If you look at people like Roksanda
llincic and her incredible collection where
she smashes those extraordinary colors
and patterns together, it is really inspiring.
“Recently 1 was unpacking stuff and I
found an Armani suit that I've had since
1997. You hold onto these things; you don'l
necessarily need Lo have the latest and the
new. “So, il you have something thal’s
beautifully made, you keep it and you re-
wear il. Fashion always looks backwards to
look forward, so why can’l we jusl recycle
and re-wear?” The “Thor: Ragnarok’ star
signalure [ragrance when she was growing
up was “lavender” or “violet” because it
was what her grandmother always smelt
like. She added: “I was given my first fra-
grance while I was al drama school, my

[riend gave me a Clinique perfume that she
didn't like. I had absolutely no money.

“But I think probably even earlier than
that I wore perfume. I must have smelled
like lavender or violets because that’'s what
my grandmother smelled of. “For me,
growing up with my mother and grand-
mother, and remembering their scents, |
felt like one day I'm going to be allowed
through the portal into womanhood and 1,
Loo, will wear a [ragrance.”—BangShowbiz

Cate Blanchett

Fashion Week

Tuesday, March 19, 2019

Models present cre-
ations during the
‘Fukushima Pride’ by
designer Junko Koshino
at Tokyo Fashion Week.

Alannah Walton gratefu
to be ‘discovered’ on Instagram

k ctoria’s Secret’ model Alannah Walton
will forever be grateful for being “discov-
ered” by a modelling agency on

Instagram. The 18-year-old Australian beauly

was recruited by IMG in 2014 via their

Instagram model scouling initiative “We Love

Your Genes’, and from that moment her fashion

career has gone [rom strength-lo-strength with

the highlight, so far, secing her selected Lo walk
in the Vicloria’s Secrel Show in New York City
in 2018 which saw her strutting her stuff in the
lingerie extravaganza with the likes of Adriana

Lima, Stella Maxwell, Gigi Hadid and Candice

Swanpoel.

Speaking to Vogue Australia, she said: “As a
model, I was discovered on Instagram by IMG
aclually. So their scouling leam reached out Lo
me, and [ was about 15 at the time. They sent
me a message and said that if it was something
that I was inlerested in, theyd love Lo talk Lo
me. Maybe two months later, I went in and met
IMG in Sydney and it all sort of happened and
I signed a contract on that day. “I think
Vicloria’s Secrel really selecls the majorily of
the girls that they want Lo see, and then they go
forward to the agencies and say they want lo
see X,Y and Z.”

Ahead of the Victoria’s Secret Show, Alannah
trained in the gym daily to keep her physique in
the best possible shape, and also made sure to
keep her diet as “clean as il’s ever been”, even
ditching her favorite condiments to aide her eat-
ing plan. She added: “I was boxing every single
day. I had a boxing trainer. So I'd make sure that
I'd go every single day. And then I would gener-
ally add in Pilates in the alternoon as well. But |

think the biggest thing for me was, [ just - I nev-
er had a day off. And I had never done thal
before in my life. So I was going every single
day without a doubl, and then my dicl was as
clean as it has ever been.

“No sauces, no salts, I just kept it very sim-
ple and I tried my best to continue afterwards,
but I definitely had a little bit of food fun after-
wards! My body actually sort of didn’t like
caling bad food afterwards, because it was so
used to having such healthy food, that it didn't
really let me!”

Alannah also confessed that she “zoned out”
just before she was aboul to walk the runway
because it was such a surreal experience. She
said: “We have about six or seven hours for hair
and makeup and prep so that can be quite long
but my hair and makeup was finished within two
hours. So I had a lot of time to sil around and
reflect on what I was about to do. But once we
aclually got dressed, I honestly don't remember
it from then on. It felt like it was done within 30
seconds! I think it was just {rom the nerves. |
sort of zoned out and had no idea what was
going on.” — Bang Showbiz

Alannah Walton
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Cubans look for clothes in a market, in the center of Port-au-Prince. — AFP photos

A Cuban woman pays a vendor for clothes in a shop, in a
market in the center of Port-au-Prince.

Cubans turn Haiti into

unlikely shopping oasis

“ Y ou wouldn't think the poorest country
in the Americas would be anyone’s
shopping dream. Yet Haiti has become

just that for Cuban merchants. Cubans, in the
region’s only communist country with a still
mostly state-led economy, face very high
prices and not much selection at all. So at the
Hippolyte street market in Haili’s capital, ven-
dors-amid piles of clothing and shoes-call out
in Spanish trolling for their likely clients:
Cubans on short shopping trips. They will
exchange your Cuban pesos to Haitian gour-
des, they promise. “I buy everything: clothes,
electronics, shoes ... In Cuba, il’s so expensive
and, above all, there is not all this choice,”
explains Wilfredo Sotolongo, checking the
size of beach sandals he was buying.

At home in Cienfuegos, southeast of

Havana, the 39-year-old was on his third trip
Lo Port-au-Prince. He never slays as long as a
week, and his shopping missions are carried
out with almost military precision, in this one
small area ol Haili. Just a few melers (vards)
away, his compatriot Maria Carmen from
Sierra Maeslra, in southweslern Cuba, was in
cutthroat negoliations on a lot of women’s
underwear. “They limit us to 30 kilograms (66
pounds) of luggage at home. And we can't
have more than twelve items of the same kind:
twelve T-shirts, twelve jeans, Lwelve bras,”
she explains, a roll of tape on her wrist to seal
her purchases in a huge plastic bag.

“When the sellers do lots of ten, we
(Cubans) do not have a problem, sometimes
we divide things up between us to meet the

rules: we all know each other on the plane,”
she joked. Just as many American or other
western shoppers might be interested in
oullets, or online bargains, some Cubans-
struggling to make ends meet in their coun-
try’s devastated economy-are finding il ever
more worthwhile to pop over to Haiti to
stock up. Cuba’s state-run stores offer a
range of goods that seem expensive in the
country of 11 million. Most people make
from $20 to $30 a month. Launched in 2010,
the Haitian airline Sunrise now serves the
Cuban cities of Havana, Camaguey and
Santiago with four to five weekly flights for
each of these destinations.

‘Little Havana’

Cubans are easy to identify in the termi-
nal of Porl-au-Prince airport. They are the
ones juggling big bundles of clothes, flaL-
screen TVs or even loys-with nol a suilcase
in sight. “I think the Cubans are making a lot
of money or they would nol come back as
often,” said Ketia Louis, at her mother’s stall
al the Hippolyte market. “We do not sell
expensive stuff here. But it’s too expensive
for many Hailians: now the vast majorily of
my clients are Cubans-so I like them,” said
the 27-year-old.

A neighborhood of Port-au-Prince, located
near the airport, has even started to be called
“Ti Havana”-"Little Havana” in Creole-
because so many of ils winding slreels
include cheap hotels popular with locals from
the island to the west. Near a restaurant dec-

orated with a painted portrait of Cuban revo-
lutionary hero Ernesto Che Guevara, Yamel
was picking oul hair accessories with the few
gourdes she had left.

“The visa, the airline tickets and the hotel
for three days: in Havana, I have an agency
that takes care of everything,” she explained.
It may be more expensive, but it is less com-
plicated than visiting the Haitian embassy,
where people are asked many questions, said
the young woman, who preferred nol to give
her last name. She said she paid $900 for the
package of services-but offered no details
about how she could afford such a high price.
Even a Cuban doctor’s salary does not top
$30 a month, and the government is sensitive
about income inequality. This was her fifth
trip to Port-au-Prince in one year. So what
does she do with all her purchases?

“All this is for me and for my family,” she
says, before putting an index finger to her
mouth-suggesting the truth is another story.
Despite sometimes dangerous areas around
the Hippolyte market, linked to clashes
belween gangs, Yamel wants o conlinue her
back-and-forth between the two countries.
“We are so close, we couldn’t not,” she said.
“Cuba and Haili are one family.”— AFP

A Cuban woman shops for
clothes in a market in the center
of Port-au-Prince.
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‘Captain Marvel’ clobbers the
competition to stay atop box office

Marvel” took in an estimated $69.3

million over the weekend, out earning
the combined North American totals of
the next nine films, industry watcher
Exhibitor Relations reported Sunday. The
Disney/Marvel blockbuster had a huge
opening last weekend-the biggest ever for
a female-fronted superhero flick-and,
with the foreign total of $494 million
added in, “is now assured of ullimately
carning $1 billion,” according to the
Hollywood Reporter.

The film, which stars Brie Larson as a
former fighter pilot who gains superpow-
ers and finds hersell embroiled in a galac-
tic conlflict, has already passed the lifetime
takes of superhero adventures including
“Ant-Man and the Wasp” and “Iron Man
2,” according Lo Variely. Far back in sec-
ond spot for this three-day weekend was
a new animated production from
Paramount, “Wonder Park,” at $16 million.

The film, set in an amusement park
based on the imaginings of a young girl
(Brianna Denski, whose previous work
included a Lysol commercial), has [ar Lo
go to make up the nearly $100 million
Paramount spent to make it. Jennifer
Garner, Matthew Broderick, Mila Kunis

| Temale-led superhero movie “Captain

and John Oliver also provide voices. In
third was another new release, CBS and
Lionsgate’s teen drama “Five Feet Apart,”
al $13.2 million. It stars Haley Lu
Richardson and Cole Sprouse as teens
who fall in love while being treated for
cystic fibrosis, a disease thal requires
them to keep a distance from cach other.

Universal's “How Lo Train Your Dragon:
The Hidden World” took in $9.3 million
for fourth place. Voiced by Jay Baruchel,
America Ferrera, Cate Blanchett and F.
Murray Abraham, it tells the story of
young Hiccup and his dragon Toothless on
their quest to find a dragon utopia. And in
fifth was Lionsgale’s “A Madea Family
Funeral” at $8.1 million. Actor/director
Tyler Perry, who plays the irreverent title
character, says it will be the last in the
profitable Madea series.

Rounding out the weekend’s top 10
were:

“No Manches Frida 27 ($3.9 million)

“Caplive State” ($3.2 million)

“The Lego Movie 2: The Second Part”
($2.1 million)

“Alita: Battle Angel” ($1.9 million)

“Green Book” ($1.3 million) —AFP
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Cubans are seen in the reflection of sunglasses, while shopping for clothes in a market,
in the center of Port-au-Prince.

Streaming wars heat up as rivals
queue up to challenge Netflix

tech are gearing up to move into stream-

ing, in what could be a major challenge to
market leader Netflix. Apple is expected to
make its move with an announcement March 25
on its media plans, with a war chest estimated
at some $1 billion and partners including stars
like Jennifer Aniston and director J.J. Abrams
involved in content. Walt Disney Co. has
announced ils new slreaming service Disney+
will launch this year, as will another from
WarnerMedia, the newly acquired media-
entertainment division of AT&T. The new
entrants, with more expected, could launch a
formidable challenge to Netflix, which has
some 140 million paid subscribers in 190 mar-
kets, and to other services such as Amazon and
Hulu.

“Its really going to change the industry,”
said Alan Wolk, co-founder of the consulling
firm TVREV who follows the sector. Wolk said
he sees seven or eight powerful players in
streaming which will lead to *huge competition
for new shows and hit shows.” These rivals are
coming into the segment which has been trans-
formed by the spectacular growth of Netflix
and a growing movement by consumers to on-
demand television delivered over internet plat-
forms. In the US alone, an estimated six million
consumers have dropped pay TV bundles
since 2012, while on-demand services such as
Nelflix, Hulu and Amazon have been surging,
according to Leichtman Research. But just as
Netflix has disrupted traditional “linear” televi-
sion, rivals are now moving to disrupt Netflix.

Somc of the biggest names in media and

Feeling pain

Netflix is likely to feel pain, not only from
the new rivals, but also from the loss of content
from the big libraries of Disney and Time
Warner. These Hollywood firms “have big
libraries, so the cost of their content is much
lower than it will be for Netflix, which has to
pay [or all its content,” said Laura Martin, ana-
lyst with the research firm Needham & Co.
“Netflix will lose subscribers to these new
entrants,” Martin said. AT&T’s WarnerMedia
will launch its service later this year that com-
bines the content from its premium HBO chan-
nel (known for “Game of Thrones™) and the

vasl Time Warner library or films and shows.
Disney’s service will have its films and TV
shows, along with the library it is acquiring
from Rupert Murdoch’s 21st Century Fox, a
deal closing in the coming days. That includes
the “Star Wars” and Marvel superhero fran-
chises and ABC television content. JP Morgan
analyst Alexia Quadrani predicts Disney will
eventually scale up to become as big as
Netflix, or even bigger by signing up 45 million
US subscribers and 115 million internationally.

In this file photo US actress Jennifer Aniston
walks on stage during the 46th American Film
Institute Life Achievement Award Gala at the
Dolby Theatre in Hollywood. — AFP

Quadrani cited Disney’s “unmatched brand
recognition, extensive premium content, and
unparalleled ecosystem to market the service.”
The analyst said Disney benefits from its global
ecosystem that develops good customer rela-
tionships from its theme parks, hotels, cruises,
and consumer products. Wolk agreed that
Disney “is in a good spol” because of its strong
brand and content but predicted that con-
sumers may be overwhelmed by the growing
options. “I think there will be a lot of churn,”
Wolk said. “People will subscribe to one serv-
ice to watch one show, and then it becomes
casy Lo cancel and lake another.”

No panic, yet
Some analysts say Nelflix has no reason Lo
panic-vet. “Netflix has figured this business

out, they know what consumers want,” said
Dan Rayburn, a streaming media analyst with
[rost & Sullivan. But Rayburn said that over
lime, rivals may be able to leverage their user
base and infrastructure Lo eal away al Nelflix’s
advanlage. “Whal does Nelllix own? Nothing,”
Rayburn said. “If you're Amazon or AT&T you
can give this stufl away and be a loss leader,
that’s the big value.” Still, he said any company
that wants Lo challenge Nelllix needs lo be
“quick and nimble” and that it remains to be
seen if the legacy players can do that.

Richard Greenfield of BTIG Research also
questioned the capability of the legacy enter-
tainment firms to compete in the world of new
media. “We believe legacy media has missed
their window to compete with Netflix (and
other tech platforms) unless they are willing to
truly go all-in,” Greenfield said in a recent
research note.

‘Innovator’s dilemma’

Greenfield said thal means moving the focus
away [rom the box office and gelting better
control of content. “Disney is battling a classic
innovator’s dilemma that makes it hard for them
to truly pivot to direct-to-consumer, not to
mention, they and the rest of legacy media do
not really appreciate how important technolo-
gV is to success in direct-to-consumer stream-
ing,” Greenfield wrote. Daniel Ives of Wedbush
Securities said Apple could be the wild card,
but that the iPhone maker might need to
acquire a content provider like CBS or Sony
Pictures to be a major player.

Apple “is definitely playing from behind the
eight ball in this content arms race with Netflix,
Amazon, Disney, Hulu, and AT&T/Time Warner
all going after this next consumer frontier,”
Ives said in a note to clients. “While acquisi-
tions have not been in Apple’s core DNA, the
clock has struck midnight for Cupertino in our
opinion and building content organically is a
slow and arduous path, which highlights the
clear need for Apple to do larger, strategic
(deals).”— AFP
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I, Huzefa Lukmani, holder of

Indian  Passport No.
M5452033 and Civil ID No.
288112902143 has changed
my name from Hujefa to
Huzefa Lukmani hereinafter
in all my dealings and docu-
ments, | will be known by
name of Huzefa Lukmani.
(C5502)

19-3-2019

Medapati Samelu S/o
Medapati Rama Rao (old
name) residing at 5-24,
Kolmanpeta, Kumudavalli,
West Godavari, Andhra
Pradesh - 534210. Solemnly
declare that my name (previ-
ously called) Medapati
Samelu (old name) changed
as Medapati Raju (new
name). (C5501)

18-3-2019

Airli

Kuwait Airways
Jazeera Airways
Wataniya Airways
Turkish Airlines
American Airlines

Jet Airways
FlyDubai

Qatar Airways
KLM

Royal Jordanian
22418064/5/6
British Airways
Air France
Emirates

Air India

Sri Lanka Airlines
Egypt Air

Swiss Air

Saudia

Middle East Airlines’
Lufthansa

PIA

Bangladesh Airlines
Indian Airlines
Oman Air
Turkish Airlines
Aeroflot

nes

171

177

22 066 536
1884918
22087425
22087426
22924455
22414400
22423888
22425747

22425635
22430224
22921555
22438184
22424444
22421578
22421516
22426306
22423073
22422493
22421044
22452977/8
22456700
22958787
22453820/1
22404838/9

Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)

DIAL161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION

Arrival Flights on Tuesday 19/3/2019 MSR 610
Airlines Flt Route Time AXB 393
JZR 254 Amman 00:05 QTR 1078
JAI 572 Mumbai 00:15 KAC 774
THY 766 ISL 00:30 FDB 059
JZR 734 Cairo 00:50 KAC 672
THY 772 Istanbul 00:50 KAC 286
JZR 722 Alexandria 00:55 GFA 221
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:00 KAC 618
KAC 102 London 01:20 SVA 500
DLH 625 Dammam 01:25 KAC 692
RJA 642 Amman 01:35 KNE 529
UAE 853 Dubai 01:45 KAC 788
THY 764 Istanbul 01:50 ETD 303
IGO 1757 Kochi 01:55 FEG 441
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 02:15 JZR 222
KLM 446 Bahrain 02:30 OMA 645
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:30 KAC 562
QTR 1086 Doha 02:40 UAE 857
OMA 643 Muscat 02:55 JZR 732
MSR 612 Cairo 03:05 SYR 341
RBG 211 Luxor 03:05 JZR 152
KKK 1268 Istanbul 03:05 KAC 118
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:05 ABY 127
MSR 606 Luxor 03:10 KAC 516
QTR 1076 Doha 04:00 JZR 212
LMU 5510 Cairo 04:00 KAC 502
KAC 414 Bangkok 04:00 KAC 542
1GO 1751 Chennai 04:10 QTR 1072
KAC 418 Manila 04:25 FDB 051
KAC 784 Jeddah 04:30 JZR 612
JZR 716 Sohag 04:40 JZR 114
UAE 873 Dubai 04:55 SVA 510
FDB 069 Dubai 05:00 GFA 215
KAC 382 Delhi 05:05 JZR 214
THY 770 Istanbul 05:10 UAE 875
JZR 404 Hyderabad 05:10 FDB 063
KAC 1544 Cairo 05:10 JZR 124
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:20 QTR 1080
JZR 112 Doha 05:25 RJA 640
KAC 346 Ahmedabad 05:30 KAC 744
KAC 332 Trivandrum 05:40 ABY 123
JZR 402 Mumbai 06:05 RBG 555
KAC 362 Colombo 06:10 NIA o161
KAC 284 Dhaka 06:10 GFA 217
KAC 302 Mumbai 06:25 KAC 156
THY 6376 Istanbul 06:30 KAC 616
KAC 678 Dubai 06:55 FDB 057
BAW 157 London 07:05 KAC 776
KAC 204 Lahore 07:10 JZR 106
JZR 708 Luxonr 07:15 KAC 620
KAC 354 Bengaluru 07:35 KAC 546
FEG 241 Alexandria 07:40 QTR 1088
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50 KAC 166
KAC 384 Delhi 08:00 KAC 674
KAC 304 Mumbai 08:20 DLH 624
UAE 855 Dubai 08:35 Icv 675
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:05
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05 KAC 172
QTR 1070 Doha 09:30 ETD 307
IGO 1753 Ahmedabad 09:40 ALK 229
IRA 675 Lar 09:40 MEA 402
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40 KAC 168
JZR 410 Delhi 10:00 UAE 859
SVA 512 Riyadh 10:00 GFA 219
KAC 624 Doha 10:40 KLM 445
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40 KAC 564
JZR 122 Dubai 11:10 QTR 1082
JZR 116 Doha 11:10 ETD 309
QTR 1074 Doha 11:35 AIC 987
MEA 404 Beirut 11:55 RBG 213
KAC 614 Bahrain 12:25 KAC 786
SAW 701 Damascus 12:30 BBC 043
JZR 714 Sohag 12:35 MSC 501
UAE 871 Dubai 12:50 JZR 128
JZR 142 Al Najaf 12:50 JZR 254
KAC 742 Dammam 12:50 FDB 071

Cairo 13:10
Kozhikode 13:15
Doha 13:35
Riyadh 14:00
Dubai 14:20
Dubai 14:25
Dhaka 14:30
Bahrain 14:40
Doha 14:40
Jeddah 14:45
Muscat 14:55
Jeddah 15:05
Jeddah 15:10
Abu Dhabi 15:15
Asyut 15:25
Riyadh 15:30
Muscat 15:35
Amman 15:35
Dubai 15:45
Cairo 15:50
Damascus 16:00
Mashhad 16:00
New York 16:05
Sharjah 16:05
Tehran 16:20
Jeddah 16:25
Beirut 16:30
Cairo 16:30
Doha 16:35
Dubai 16:40
Thilisi 17:10
Doha 17:10
Riyadh 17:15
Bahrain 17:30
Jeddah 17:45
Dubai 18:00
Dubai 18:15
Dubai 18:20
Doha 18:30
Amman 19:00
Dammam 19:00
Sharjah 19:25
Alexandria 19:25
Cairo 19:30
Bahrain 19:30
Istanbul 19:30
Bahrain 19:30
Dubai 19:50
Riyadh 19:50
Bahrain 20:00
Doha 20:15
Muscat 20:20
Cairo 20:30
Doha 20:35
Rome 20:35
Dubai 20:35
Frankfurt 20:45
Luxembourg 21:15
Frankfurt 21:15
Abu Dhabi 21:20
Colombo 21:20
Beirut 21:20
Paris 21:30
Dubai 21:35
Bahrain 21:45
Amsterdam 21:50
Amman 21:55
Doha 22:05
Abu Dhabi 22:15
Chennai/Hyderabad 22:25
Sohag 22:30
Jeddah 22:45
Dhaka 23:00
Alexandria 23:05
Dubai 23:15
Amman 23:40
Dubai 23:45

Departure Flights on Tuesday 19/3/2019

Airlines Flt
AIC 976 Goa/Chennai
MSC 502 Alexandria
FDB 072
JZR 409
JZR 707

571
JZR 11
KAC 677
KAC 285
KAC 417
DLH 625
THY 773
PGT 859
IGO 1758
THY 767
ETH 621 Addis Ababa
UAE 854 i
RBG 212 Sohag
KLM 446 Amsterdam
OMA 644
THY 765
QTR 1087
KKK 1269
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi
MSR 607
MSR 613 Cairo
LMU 5511 Cairo
IGO 1752 Chennai
QTR 1077
FDB 070
JZR 713 Sohag
JZR 121 i
THY 771
KAC 623
UAE 874
KAC 167
RJA 643 Amman
GFA 212
JZR 115
KAC 171
KAC 165 Rome
THY 6376 Dubai/Istanbul
FEG 442 Asyut
FDB 054 Dubai
KAC 501 Beirut
KAC 613 Bahrain
KAC 787 Jeddah
JZR 731 Cairo
BAW 156 London
KAC 691 Muscat
JZR 141 Al Najaf
KAC 541 Cairo
KAC 561 Amman
KAC 671 Dubai
KAC 741 Dammam
ABY 126 Sharjah
KAC 101 London
JZR 151 Mashhad
UAE 856 Dubai
KAC 773 Riyadh
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi
KAC 617 Doha
FDB 056 Dubai
JZR 211 Jeddah
IRA 674 Lar
IGO 1754 Ahmedabad
KAC 155 Istanbul
QTR 1071 Doha
SVA 513 Riyadh
JZR 611 Thilisi
KAC 117 New York
GFA 214 Bahrain
KAC 515 Tehran
JZR 213 Jeddah
JZR 221 Riyadh
MEA 405 Beirut

QTR 1075 Doha 13:00
KAC 545 Cairo 13:30
JZR 113 Doha 13:30
SAW 702 Damascus 13:30
JZR 123 Dubai 13:40
MSR 611 Cairo 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
AXB 394 Kozhikode 14:15
QTR 1079 Doha 15:00
FDB 060 Dubai 15:10
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:25
KAC 673 Dubai 15:40
SVA 501 Jeddah 15:45
KAC 775 Riyadh 15:50
KAC 743 Dammam 15:55
KNE 530 Jeddah 16:00
KAC 615 Bahrain 16:05
KAC 563 Amman 16:10
KAC 619 Doha 16:10
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20
FEG 342 Sohag 16:25
OMA 646 Muscat 16:35
KAC 785 Jeddah 16:40
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:45
JZR 105 Bahrain 16:55
SYR 342 Damascus 17:00
FDB 052 Dubai 17:40
UAE 858 Dubai 17:45
KAC 283 Dhaka 17:45
QTR 1073 Doha 17:50
KAC 343 Chennai 18:00
KAC 331 Trivandrum 18:00
JZR 733 Cairo 18:10
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
JZR 253 Amman 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 127 Dubai 18:35
JZR 501 Lahore 18:40
JZR 403 Hyderabad 18:40
KAC 381 Delhi 18:55
FDB 064 Dubai 19:20
JZR 721 Alexandria 19:20
UAE 876 Dubai 19:30
QTR 1081 Doha 19:55
RJA 641 Amman 20:00
RBG 556 Alexandria 20:05
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:05
GFA 218 Bahrain 20:15
NIA 0162 Cairo 20:30
FDB 058 Dubai 20:35
KAC 301 Mumbai 20:35
KAC 353 Bengaluru 20:55
JZR 401 Mumbai 20:55
KAC 357 Kochi 21:00
OMA 648 Muscat 21:20
DLH 624 Dammam 21:30
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
QTR 1089 Doha 22:00
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:10
KAC 1543 Cairo 22:15
KAC 205 Islamabad 22:15
MEA 403 Beirut 22:20
ALK 230 Colombo 22:25
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:30
KAC 303 Mumbai 22:30
KAC 383 Delhi 22:30
ICV 675 Hong Kong 22:45
KLM 445 Bahrain 22:50
KAC 783 Jeddah 22:55
UAE 860 Dubai 23:00
KAC 411 Bangkok 23:00
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:05
RBG 214 Sohag 23:10
KAC 795 Madinah 23:15
QTR 1083 Doha 23:25
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Mosque attack ‘shows blind
spot on white nationalism’

HONG KONG: The carnage unleashed in Christchurch
by a white supremacist has highlighted what analysts
say is the global problem of a far-right threal that fre-
quently flies beneath the intelligence radar. Like other
extremist groups, racist ideologues have leveraged the
power and reach of the internet to disseminate violent
ideas, and give advice on the logistics of lerror. And
while not a well-defined group with a core leadership,
they represent a “blind spot” for security services, says
Amarnath Amarasingam, a researcher at the Institute
for Strategic Dialogue.

Bridging this gap - instead of focusing primarily on
[slamist militants - needs to be a priority. “We're able
Lo - in multiple sectors of government and policy... con-
nect random knife attacks inspired by (the Islamic State
group) to a global terrorist movement with some ease,”
Amarasingam wrote on Twitter after the Christchurch
atlack. “But we struggle to do this with white national-
ism, the alt right, etc. We need to quickly rethink this
blind spot.”

Brenton Tarrant was steeped in a neo-fascist, anti-
Muslim ideology, according lo a rambling “manifesto” he
posted online before the massacre of 50 people at two
mosques last week. He was not on any watch lists and
travelled abroad extensively. New Zealand will “look at
what all relevant agencies knew or could or should have
known aboul the individual and his aclivilies, including
his access to weapons and whether they could have been
in a position to prevent the attack,” Prime Minister
Jacinda Ardern said vesterday. The probe will also look
at “travel movements... his use of social media and his
connection to others”.

While critical details and connections have yet to be
discovered by investigators, the Christchurch attack has
sparked a wave of questions aboul counter-terrorism
policies against rightwing extremists. Experts say the
while nationalist movement is a cohesive one, binding
together people from disparate bits of the world on a
platform that preaches an imagined, racially “pure” ide-
al. It is one thal rejects immigration, and has an often

Outrage as Ozil
invites Erdogan...

Continued from Page 1

After 92 appearances for Germany, including a key
role in the 2014 World Cup victory, Ozil suddenly quit
the national squad last July, accusing German football
officials of racism. On Sunday, Germany’s lop-selling
tabloid Bild reported that Ozil, 30, and his model
fiancee Amine Gulse, 25, a former Miss Turkey, person-
ally presented Erdogan in Istanbul with an invitation to
their wedding this summer, asking the Turkish leader to
appear as the footballer’s wilness.

The invite immediately drew sharp criticism in
Germany, whose government has been sharply at odds
with Ankara over a range of human rights questions in
recent years. Helge Braun, a CDU politician and chief of
staff to German Chancellor Merkel, told Bild it “makes
one sad” that Ozil would make a such a move despite
having already been sharply criticised by the German
public over his first meeting with Erdogan. “The fact that
this has continued will have disappointed a lot of football
fans - me too!” said Braun.

The politician accepted Ozil's was “a private decison”
which one must respect, but appealed to the footballer as

Dead whale had
40 kg of plastic...

Continued from Page 1

“IUs very disgusting and heartbreaking,” he told AFP.
“We've done necropsies on 61 dolphins and whales in
the last 10 years and this is one of the biggest (amounts
of plastic) we've seen.” The 15.4-foot (4.7-m) long whale
was stranded in Mabini town on Friday where local offi-
cials and fishermen tried to release it, only for the crea-
ture Lo return to shallow waler, said the Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources. “It could not swim on

Three killed in
Dutch tram attack...

Continued from Page 1

“The first reports have led to disbeliel and disgust.
Innocent people have been struck by violence... We are
now doing everything we can to find the perpetrator or
perpetrators as soon as possible. That is now our com-
plete focus.”

The mayor of Utrecht, Jan van Zanen, said three
people had been killed and nine injured, three of them
seriously. The number of injured was later lowered to
five. Dutch police issued an image of Tanis and warned
the public not to approach him. The suspect had had
previous run-ins with police, the prosecutor said. Local
broadcaster RTV Utrecht said carlier the suspect was
known to police for both minor and major crimes,
including a shooting in 2013.

The father of the suspect said his son should be
punished if found responsible, a Turkish news agency
reported. “If he did it he must be punished,” the DHA
agency quoted Mehmet Tanis as saying. Gokmen’s fam-
ily originally hails from Yozgat in central Turkey, media
reports said. His father revealed he had lost contact
with his son having returned to his homeland in 2008
after divorcing his wife, DHA reported. She remained in
the Netherlands with Gokmen.

violent antipathy towards Jews, Muslims, and women.

In a 2011 article that has begun circulating on the
internet since the mosque attacks, analyst Thomas
Hegghammer of the Norwegian Defense Research
Establishment described violent white nationalism as “a
new doctrine of civilizational war”. It is “the closest
thing yel to a Christian version of Al-Qaeda”, he said.
“Many forms of rightwing terrorism are international
terrorism, drawing on international networks, ideas, and
personalities from around the world,” wrote Daniel
Byman, a senior fellow at the Washington-based
Brookings Institute. “An Australian travelling to New
Zealand to attack mosques is one example.”

Analysls say one faclor thal has emboldened
extremists like Tarrant is the rise to power of right-
wing populists and anti-immigrant parties across the
world. “The demonization of Muslim communilies,
often by politicians who later act shocked and angry
when violence occurs, contributes to societal polariza-
tion and inspires violence,” wrote Byman. Critics in the
United States point to the anti-immigrant ethos of
President Donald Trump’s “America First” rhetoric as
one such example.

Trump’s expression of sympathy in the wake of
Christchurch has been attacked as tepid - a position
exacerbated when he told reporters white nationalism
was not a growing problem. “I don’t really. I think it’s a
small group of people that have very, very serious
problems, I guess,” Trump said. In Australia, succes-
sive governments - including the current administra-
tion of Prime Minister Scoll Morrison - have been
accused of stoking anti-immigrant senliment as an
clection strategy.

Home Affairs Minister Peter Dutton defended
Canberra’s counter-terrorism policies, claiming
Australian authorities were alerl to the threat of the
extreme right. “These extremist groups - neo-Nazis, or
while supremacists, extreme right-wing groups - what-
ever term you want to apply to them, they’'ve been
squarely on... (the) radar,” he said. New Zcaland, howev-

a role model, especially for young Turks in Germany.
“Footballers are symbolic figures in our society, with
whom people identify with much more than ministers,”
added Braun. “And so the question is raised: how much
does someone wearing the German national jersey stand
for Germany?”

Braun’s comments come after German polilician Cem
Ozdemir, whose parents are Turkish, said on Sunday
that he found it “inappropriate” for Ozil to invite the
Turkish leader. Ozil - one of the world’s most popular
footballers on social media with 31 million followers on
his official Facebook account, 19.1 million on Instagram
account and 23.9 million on Twitter - has an obligation as
a role model, added Ozdemir. Another lawmaker,
Alexander Graf Lambsdorff, was equally unimpressed by
his invitation Lo Erdogan.

“The wedding is the private matter of Mesut Ozil, but
he is a world star, who people look up o, so of course it’s
a pity from a political point of view,” Lambsdorff told
newspaper Welt. Ozil has dated Gulse since 2017 and the
couple announced their engagement in June 2018. The
Arsenal midfielder, a third-generation German, whipped
up a political storm when he was pictured alongside
Erdogan last May. Crilicism intensified after the red-
faced defending champions crashed out of the first round
of the World Cup in Russia. In the wake of the World Cup
fiasco, Ozil announced his resignation from the national
squad, saying: “I am German when we win, an immigrant
when we lose”. — AFP

its own, emacialed and weak,” regional bureau director
Fatma Idris told AFP. “(The) animal was dehydrated. On
the second day it struggled and vomited blood.”

The death comes just weeks after the Global
Alliance for Incinerator Alternative released a report
on the “shocking” amount of single-use plastic in the
Philippines, including nearly 60 billion sachets a year.
The Philippines has strict laws on garbage disposal
but environmentalists say these are poorly implement-
ed. The problem also plagues the archipelago’s neigh-
bors, with a sperm whale dying in Indonesia last year
with nearly six kilograms of plastic waste discovered
in its stomach. In Thailand, a whale also died last year
after swallowing more than 80 plastic bags. A green
turtle, a protected species, suffered the same fate
there in 2018. — AFP

Mechmet Tanis said he had since remarried and now
lives in the central province of Kayseri. “I have had no
dialogue, no contacl with my son for 11 years. We
have not spoken to one another since 2008,” he told
DHA. “He did nol have an aggressive allilude - but 11
vears have gone by. What happened, what has he
experienced? I know nothing whatsoever,” Mehmet
Tanis said.

The shooting took place in Kanaleneiland, a quiet
residential district on the outskirts of Utrecht with a
large immigrant population. “It’s frightening that some-
thing like this can happen so close to home,” said Omar
Rahhou, who said his parents lived on a street cor-
doned off by police. “These things normally happen far
away but this brings il very close, awlul.” Wilness Daan
Molenaar, who said he had been silling al the [ront of
the tram when the shooling started, told national
broadcaster NOS he did not believe it was a terrorist
attack. “The first thing I thought was, this is some kind
ol revenge or something, or somebody who's really mad
and grabbed a pistol,” he said.

The streets of Utrecht were emptier than usual and
mosques in the city kept their doors closed yesterday.
Police screened off the site where al least one body lay
covered near the tram. Dutch television showed count-
er-lerrorism unils surrounding a house in Ulrecht and
sniffer dogs being put to work. Utrecht, the
Netherlands’ fourth largest city with a population of
around 340,000, is known for its picturesque canals
and large student population. Gun killings are rare in
Ulrecht, as elsewhere in the Netherlands. — Agencies

CHRISTCHURCH: Students attend a vigil yesterday, three days after a shooting incident at two mosques in the city
that claimed the lives of 50 Muslim worshippers. — AFP

er, now inlends Lo find out if there are [ailings in how ils

intelligence and law enforcement are set up in the face of

the threat posed by individuals like Tarrant who can go
around the world - often without stringent visa require-
ments. Dutton said Tarrant had spent only 45 days in
Australia during the last three years.

The 28-year-old travelled extensively for years and
said in his online screed that he first began considering an
attack in 2017 while in Western Europe, where he was
shocked by the number of immigrants. Such ideas are
spread regularly on online platforms like the neo-Nazi

Bahrain has little
room for maneuver
in economy reboot

MANAMA: As the weekend kicks off in Bahrain,
Saudi Arabian and Kuwaiti cars jam the capital’s roads
and hotel lobbies fill with visitors looking for bars,
restaurants and other night-time entertainment. A new
sales lax introduced this year means government cof-
fers will gain with every glass of wine sold and shisha
pipe smoked, but that’s still not enough to plug a large
gap in the island kingdom’s finances and wean it ofl aid
from richer neighbors.

Saudi Arabia, along with Kuwail and the Uniled
Arab Emirales, came o the rescue of Bahrain last year
when a prolonged period of lower oil prices pushed its
public debt to nearly 93 percent of annual economic
output. Their $10 billion bailout pledge, along with
Bahrain’s inclusion in JPMorgan’s emerging markel
indexes, have transformed its bonds from a busted bet
to a boon for investors.

The price of Bahrain’s 2028 dollar bonds has risen
by a third from a record low last June when the coun-
try looked in danger of default. But that upward tra-
jectory could go into reverse il Manama does nol
tackle its spending overruns. With an overall deficit
last year equivalent to 11.7 percent of annual econom-
ic oulpul, according to an estimate by the
International Monelary Fund (IMF), Bahrain would
need to introduce a raft of new taxes and spending
culs lo eliminate its budget deficit by 2022, a largel
sel as part of its bailoul.

1,000 feared dead in
Mozambique storm...

Continued from Page 1

“This is a real humanitarian disaster,” he said. “More
than 100,000 people are in danger”. Aerial photo-
graphs released by a Christian non-profit organization,

the Mission Aviation Fellowship, showed groups of

people stuck on roof tops with flood waters up to win-
dow level.

“The scale of damage... (in) Beira is massive and
horrifying”, the International Federation of Red Cross
and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) said. Ninety per-
cent of the city of some 530,000 people and its sur-
rounding area has been “damaged or destroved,” it
said in a statement. “The situation is terrible. The
scale of devastalion is enormous,” the IFRC’s Jamie
LeSuecur said. “Almost everything is destroyed.
Communication lines have been completely cut and
roads have been destroyed. Some affected communi-
ties are not accessible.”

A large dam burst on Sunday and cut off the last
road Lo Beira, he said. Sofala Province governor Alberto
Mondlane warned that the “biggest threat we have now,
even bigger than the cyclone, is [loods because il’s rain-
ing more and more”. Emma Beaty, coordinator of a
grouping of NGOs known as Cosaco, said: “We've nev-
er had something of this magnitude before in
Mozambique. Some dams have broken, and others have
reached full capacity, they’ll very soon open the flood
gales. IU's a convergence of flooding, cyclones, dams
breaking and making a potential wave: Everything’s in
place so we get a perfect storm.”

Nyusi said the Pungwe and Buzi rivers in central
Mozambique “have burst their banks and engulfed
entire villages”. “Communities are isolated and bodies
are floaling” on the walers, he said. “Flying roofing
sheets beheaded people,” Rajino Paulino recounting the

forum Stormlront, or 8chan, a messaging board nolorious
for misogynistic posts and [ar-right conspiracy theories.

How the extreme right organizes online and spreads
these views presents a unique challenge, despite the
vast electronic monitoring infrastructures deployed by
governments. To counler i, lech firms - especially
social media giants - need to respond with the same
rigor as they use to identify and filter jihadist content.
“Similar methods need to be employed for other, equal-
Iy lethal, forms of hale like anti-Muslim, racist, and anli-
Semilic violence,” said Byman. — AFP

Bul the country’s rulers are wary ol austerily meas-
ures roiling sectarian lensions among the populace and
of taxes, fees and spending cuts dampening growth.
Instead, the government has sel ils sights on lrying Lo
grow the local economy to boost revenues and balance
the books. Investments in the fintech sector, a major oil
and gas find and the development of Bahrain as a hub
for foreign companies wanting to tap into the larger
Saudi Arabian markel are all iniliatives touted by the
government as [uture sources of revenue.

But they are not seen as sufficient to close the gap
by 2022. The IMF said this month that it expects the
economy to grow around 1.8 percent this year, the
same pace as last vear, and said additional reform
efforts were needed. “We still think there will be
deficits at the end of the period,” said Trevor Cullinan,
sovereign credit analyst at Standard & Poor’s, which
like the other main rating agencies has a junk rating on
Bahrain’s debl. Bahrain’s ministry of finance and
national economy said the country’s fiscal program
was on lrack to deliver a balanced budget in 2022.
“This is a comprehensive and credible plan which,
through a combination of spending reductions and
revenue measures, is already delivering significant
progress,” the ministry said in a statement

A recovering oil price, along with new excise taxes
and cuts in subsidies for water and power consumption
have helped shrink Bahrain’s deficit from a record 18.4
percent of gross domestic product (GDP) in 2015. As
part of the bailout from its Gulf allies, Bahrain agreed
to introduce a 5 percent value added tax (VAT), as
well as further subsidy cuts and a voluntary retirement
plan for state workers. But the government has ruled
oul laxing income or company profits, partly to contin-
ue allracling business Lo a region where such laxes are
non-existent. — Reuters

moment the cyclone smashed into Beira. “We are sleep-
ing rough, we are eating poorly and we don’t have
houses anymore,” Paulino said. Beira international air-
port was closed because of cyclone damage but later
reopened.

In neighboring Zimbabwe, Idai left 89 dead and at
least 150 more missing, according to a toll compiled by
AFP. It swept away homes and ripped bridges to
pieces, leaving destruction that the acting defense min-
ister, Perrance Shiri, said “resembles the aftermath of a
full-scale war”. “There was a lot of destruction both on
our facilities and on people,” said Shiri, speaking on
Lelevision from the affected eastern highlands region.
Some roads were swallowed up by massive sinkholes,
while bridges were ripped to pieces by flash floods,
according to an AFP photographer.

“This is the worsl infrastructural damage we have
ever had,” Transport and Infrastructural Development
Minister Joel Biggie Maliza said. The eastern district of
Chimanimani was worst-hit, with houses and most of
the region’s bridges washed away by flash floods. The
most alfected areas are not yel accessible, and high
winds and dense clouds have hampered military rescue
helicopter flights. Two pupils and a worker at a second-
ary school in the area were among those killed after a
landslide sent a boulder crashing into their dormitory.

Soldiers on Sunday helped rescue the surviving
nearly 200 pupils, teachers and staff who had been
trapped at the school in Chimanimani. Joshua Sacco,
lawmaker for Chimanimani, told AP that between “150
to 200 people” are missing. The majority of them are
thought Lo be government workers, whose housing
complex was completely engulfed by raging waters.

cn'Their fate was unknown because the area was still
unreachable. “We are very worried because all these
houses were just suddenly submerged under water and
literally washed away and that is where we have about
147 missing,” he said. Zimbabwean President Emmerson
Mnangagwa cut short a visit to Abu Dhabi, saying on
his return home on Monday, “we are deeply grieved as
a nalion”. His government has come under fire for fail-
ing to evacuate people in time. — AFP
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Thiem topples ‘legend’ Federer
to win Indian Wells championship

Andreescu soars after Indian Wells breakthrough

INDIANA WELLS: Dominic Thiem
claimed his first Masters 1000 title after
coming from a set down to defeat Roger
Federer 3-6 6-3 7-5 and win the BNP
Paribas Open on Sunday in Indian Wells.
Momentum swung in Thiem'’s lavour in the
deciding sel when he smacked a forehand
winner down the line to break Federer and
take a 6-5 lead.

The Austrian fell on his back and cov-
ered his face with his hands when Federer,
who had been bidding for a record sixth
Indian Wells title and 101st tournament vic-
tory, netted on match point. The 25-year-
old Thiem, who rose four places to a
career-high world number four vesterday,
paid tribute to his opponent.

“It is such a pleasure to compele with
you, to learn so much from you, and to play
with one of the biggest legends of all time,”
he told the 20-times Grand Slam champion
during the trophy presentation ceremony.

“I feel like il’s nol my right Lo congratu-
late you, you have 88 more litles than me, so
I'm just hoping you play more and we can
have some other big finals,” he said with a
laugh. Federer was gracious in defeat after
falling in the final in the Southern California
deserl for a second conseculive year.

“It has been a greal week for me even
though it didn’t work oul today,” he said.
“What a greal week for Dominic.
Wonderful playing at the very end and
throughout the week. You deserve it.”
Federer raced Lo an early lead, winning the
first three games before wrapping up the
first set in the Southern California desert.

But baseline specialist Thiem kept his
composure and levelled the match in the

Asian Clubs handball

tourney begins
tomorrow

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT:

the sports suspension abroad.

Al-Jarayed said HOC was keen on relying on Kuwaiti
youth in all tlournament commillees due lo our confi-
dence in them and abilily lo ensure the success ol the
evenl. He said several sub-commillees were formed for
the tournament that will start tomorrow (Wednesday),
at Kuwait Sports Club, to serve participating delega-

Director of Asian Handball Clubs
Tournament Nawal Al-Jarayed said the Higher
Organizing Committee (HOC) is ready for the event,
and reflect a good image of Kuwail that has the ability
and competence to host major tournaments following

INDIAN WELLS, CA: Dominic Thiem of Austria holds the championship trophy after his men’s sin-
gles final victory against Roger Federer of Switzerland on day fourteen of the BNP Paribas Open at
the Indian Wells Tennis Gardenon March 17,2019 in Indian Wells, California. —AFP

second, gaining lraction by extending rallies
and unleashing a torrent of high-kicking
serves to keep Federer off balance.
Federer’s own serve lost some of its bite in
the crucial game in the third set with the
score lied al 5-5.

“The game he broke me I didn’t serve
very well, so I think he took advantage of
that fact,” said Federer, who was nol overly
down about the defeat. “I just gol my 100
(career litle) in Dubai and I had a good

Nawaf Al-Jarayed

tions, adding that the tournament is very important for
Kuwait handball, as it will help in developing the game
after the international suspension, which is the sought
after goal of Kuwail Handball Federation.

week here,” the 37-year-old said.

“Really there is no reason lo gel down.
Plus there is more to look forward Lo in
Miami.” Thiem will also play in Miami, hop-
ing to complete the “Sunshine Double” with
a viclory there alter his Indian Wells win.

Earlier, Canadian teenager Bianca
Andreescu rocketed up 36 places to a new
best of 24th in the WTA rankings a day
after her historic triumph at Indian Wells.
The 18-year-old Andreescu beal Germany’s

go for the title.

the lournament.

Meanwhile, Kuwait handball team coach Saeed
Hajazi said the team prepared well to compete adding
that Qatari camp achieved its goals, as players exerted
major efforts in complying with the training program.
He expected tough competition due to a large number
of teams who are expected o win.

He said our goal is clear, which is to compete for
the Litle, bul we are acling according Lo a gradual
strategy, as we plan to get past the first round, then

[Kazema handball team coach Rabeh Gharby said his
team is ready and well prepared for the Asian tourna-
ment, despite the difficulty to organize a training camp
because most players are committed to their jobs.

He said Kazema team is looking forward to a good
performance despite the lack of foreign participation
for a long time, adding that his team has the elements
that qualify them to achieve its goals, especially after
signing three Serbian players.

He said despite the group’s difficulty, chances remain
equal for the three teams to reach the second round of

INDIAN WELLS: Bianca Andreescu of Canada poses with the winner’s trophy after defeating
Angelique Kerber of Germany in the women’s singles final on Day 14 of the BNP Paribas Open
at the Indian Wells Tennis Garden on Sunday in Indian Wells, California. — AFP

Angelique Kerber in Sunday’s final to
become the first women’s wildcard to win
the Indian Wells title.

Andreescu, with just one Grand Slam
main draw victory to date, continued her
meleoric rise having been ranked 243rd as
recently as last October. Wimbledon cham-
pion Kerber moved up four places to fourth
as Naomi Osaka stayed top of the pile
despite crashing out in the last 16 in a failed
title defence.

Simona Halep, who also lost in the fourth
round, slipped from second to third as the
Romanian was replaced by Petra Kvitova.
Belinda Bencic continued her resurgence as
she broke back into the top 20 after reach-
ing the Indian Wells semi-finals, a run that
included a victory over Osaka.

The 21-year-old Swiss won her first title
in four years al Dubai last month after a
string of injuries and a slump in form threat-
ened Lo derail her career. — Agencies

Mcllroy wins Players
Championship by
one stroke in Florida

FLORIDA: Rory Mcllroy celebrated St Patrick’s
Day in style by becoming the first player from
Northern Ireland to win the Players Championship,
emerging as Lhe last man standing Lo beal Jim
Furyk by one stroke in Ponte Vedra, Florida on
Sunday.

On a day when 15 players at one stage were
within two shots of the lead, Mcllroy eventually
emerged [rom the pack, overcoming an early dou-
ble-bogey by displaying enough maturity to hang
tough before moving in for the proverbial kill.

Mcllroy carded two-under-par 70 at the
famous TPC Sawgrass course in Ponte Vedra Beach

Japan’s ‘Ice Prince’ Hanyu
skips worlds practice

SAITAMA: Japan’s “Ice Prince” Yuzuru Hanyu skipped training yester-
day ahead of this week’s world figure skating championships, triggering
fresh fitness fears over the Olympic champion. The 24-year-old, who
retained his Olympic title last year after an injury-hit build-up, opted
against an early morning practice in Saitama as he continues to recover
from strained ankle ligaments that sidelined him for December’s Japanese
nalionals.

Hanyu’s coach Brian Orser insisted he was “very confidenl” the two-
time world champion would be fit, guaranteeing a fresh wave of “Yuzu-
Mania” from the skater’s legions of adoring female fans who shower him
with stuffed Winnie the Pooh bears after his performances.

Bul with Hanyu struggling, American Nathan Chen arguably slarls as a
slight favourite to defend his world title, despite having to balance his
studies at Yale university. “I'm really glad I gave myself a shot to attempt
both,” said the 19-year-old, who landed a record six quad jumps in a
programme at the 2018 Pyeongchang Games in winning the free skate,
though still finished outside the medals.

“My skating has been going well too, so I can’t complain. The worlds
is a whole other ballgame.” Hanyu’s arrival in South Korea last year was
also shrouded in mystery after he twisted his ankle just weeks before the
Olympics.

The snake-hipped superstar has been training in secrecy once more in
the run-up to the world championships in Saitama, where he captured his
first world title in 2014 a month after winning gold at the Sochi Olympics.

Hanyu needed painkilling shots in Pyeongchang, where he became the
first man to caplure back-to-back Olympic figure skating gold medals in
66 years.

His gutsy performance broke the internet, while Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe admilted he had gol so exciled walching on Lelevi-
sion he almost squashed a tangerine to a pulp.

Meanwhile, fellow Japanese Shoma Uno, who took silver behind
Hanyu at the 2018 Olympics, also skipped practice on Monday-to the
disappointment of more than 200 waiting press.

Few would bet against Hanyu should he recover, but Chen and Uno-
who swept to gold at the recent Four Continents meet with a record-
breaking free skate-will push him close.

The host nation will be hoping teenage sensation Rika Kihira can
replicate her form during a remarkable senior debut season as she seeks
to become the first Japanese women’s world champion since Mao Asada
in 2014.

Kihira stormed to victory in both her grand prix events, the Grand
Prix Final and the Four Continents, and the 16-year-old promised to put
on a show for the home fans.

Olympic champion Alina Zagitova will be her biggest threat as the
Russian tries to atone for a fifth-place finish at last year’s worlds. — AFP

Jones to call up
‘pressure coach’
alter Scotland
slump

TWICKENHAM: Eddie Jones will bring
in a specialist coach to help his side play
better under pressure after a stunning Six
Nations implosion against Scotland raised
questions about the team’s ability to
mount a challenge for this year’s World
Cup in Japan.

Jones loves crickel and his England side
sometimes give the appearance of being
‘flat-track bullies” who struggle when a
decent opponent has the temerity to play
well against them for a spell in a match.

This was evident in their second-half
slump from a winning position during a
defeal by eventual Grand Slam champions
Wales in Cardiff last month and even more
apparent in Saturday’s astounding
Calcutta Cup clash with Scotland.

England surged into a 31-0 lead by 30
minutes on their Twickenham home ground
before a thrilling match ended in a 38-38
draw, with the Scots only denied a famous
victory by replacement [ly-hall George
Ford’s converted stoppage-time try.

It was an extraordinary finish to a Six
Nations that had started so promisingly
for England with a win away lo defending
champions Ireland, with their last compet-
itive match before the World Cup gets
underway in September leaving Jones’
men with some awkward questions.

Jones, however, believes the problems
are “fixable” in the intervening months
even though he traces their origin back to
the last World Cup four years ago when
hosts England, then coached by Stuart
Lancasler, suffered an embarrassing first-
round exit after pool defeats by Wales and
Australia.

Those reverses led the Rugby Fooltball
Union to sack Lancaster and appoint

experienced Australian coach Jones, who
was in charge of the Wallaby side that lost
the 2003 World Cup to an England team
under the control of Clive Woodward-
famous for his mantra of TCUP or
Thinking Correctly Under Pressure.

“It's about how the team thinks under
pressure,” said Jones, who took off captain
Owen Farrell after the fly-half made errors
that led directly to two Scotland tries.

“It’s like we have some hand grenades
in the back of a jeep and sometimes they
go off when there’s a lot of pressure. We
have a few ol them and we've got to gel
rid of them.”

Jones, who at the last edition of the
global showpiece coached Japan to a huge
upsel win over South Africa, added of
England: “The team has probably had it
since the 2015 World Cup and we've been
working on a process to fix it. We will get
it right, but it takes time.

“Sometimes it takes longer than you'd
like to fix it, but it is fixable. “It comes in
when you get under pressure, a lot of
pressure, and you can’t work oul a way lo
get back to what you want to do.

“I've got one person that’s going to
help us that’s a bit of an expert. I'm not
sharing that name with you now. I haven't
used her before.” England did not know
what it was to lose at the start of Jones’
reign but he said: “When we won 18
games in a row, we still had those prob-
lems. And they have come to the fore in a
couple of games recently which is benefi-
cial for us because it's made it quite clear
what we have to fix to be the best team in
the world.”

It appeared the team lacked the collec-
tlive maturity to cope with the impact of
the flamboyant attacking game they played
in Salurday’s {irst half. They may now be in
danger ol over-correcling and seltling
back into a more traditional Red Rose for-
ward orientated game when some of the
silky skills on show at Twickenham could
yel prove useful come the World Cup.

But Ben Youngs, now England’s most-
capped scrum-half, offered an illuminating
summary of their failings in Saturday’s
malch when he said they had been “loo
loose, too flippant with the ball”. — AFP

to win a championship that was first held in 1974,
when it was won by Jack Nicklaus.

Mcllroy finished at 16-under 272 to edge
American Furyk, who with a gimme birdie at the
final hole threatened to become the event’s oldest
winner at the age of 48. “Sawgrass and I didn’t
have the greatest relationship starting off,” Mcllroy
told reporters, referring to missed cuts in his first
three appearances from 2009-11.

“Il's a massive win on a course (where) I've had
mixed results. I had to show a lot of character out
there. Any time I looked at the leaderboard 1 was
pleasantly surprised I hadn't fallen two or three
shols behind. “Thal gave me a little bit of encour-
agement to keep going and play a great back nine.
I am just thankful that it was my turn this week.”
With Furyk already in the clubhouse, the 29-year-
old Mcllroy knew what he had to do as he played
the final three holes.

After a birdie at the par-four 15th, he used his
power to reach the par-five 16th in two shots and a
two-putt birdie gave him the lead. Mcllroy then
salely negotialed the waler-lined final two holes
with tap-in pars to clinch the most prestigious
tournament outside the four majors. Furyk shot 67
Lo finish alone on 15-under.

“There’s a little disappointment, thinking maybe
I played well enough to win,” said the American.
“Rory obviously felt differently.” It was Furyk’s 31st
runner-up finish on the PGA Tour, the same num-
ber as Tiger Woods who has also won 80 limes
compared to his compatriot’s 17.

Englishman Eddie Pepperell (66) and
Venezuelan Jhonattan Vegas (66) finished two
strokes behind Mcllroy in a tie for third. Pepperrell
and Vegas sank monster birdies at the par-three
17th, Pepperell sinking a rollercoaster 50-footer
before Vegas one-upped him with a 70-footer.

Overnight leader Jon Rahm floundered, the
Spaniard making three bogeys in the first four
holes and compounding his misery by dunking his
tee shot into the water at the par-three 17th.

He shot 76 and finished equal 12th on 11-under.
Mcllroy’s win came after close calls at all five of his
previous starts this year. He will head to the
Masters next month brimming with confidence,
needing a victory at Augusta National to complete
the grand slam of all four modern majors.

“I'm just really proud of myself the way I
played the last few holes,” he said. “(I was
thinking) why nol me? This is my lournament
and I've got to finish it off. “I kept telling myself
on the way to the 17th tee, just make three more
good swings, that’s all you need to do and this
thing is yours. — Reuters
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Afghanistan beat Ireland for
‘historic’ first Test victory

DEHRADUN: Afghanistan claimed their first ever vic-
lory in Test crickel yeslerday, bealing fellow newcomers
Ireland in what captain Asghar Afghan hailed as a his-
toric day for the war-torn country. Afghanistan and
Ireland both achieved full member status of the
International Crickel Council in 2017, becoming only the
11th and 12th teams to play the long format of the sport
beloved of purists.

Rahmat Shah and Thsanullah Janat scored fifties as
Afghanistan chased down 147 Lo beal Ireland by seven
wickets on day four of the one-off game in the north

SCOREBOARD

Final scoreboard on the fourth day of the one-off Test between
Afghanistan and Ireland in Dehradun, India, yesterday:

Ireland first innings 172 (T. Murtagh 54 not out, G. Dockrell 39;
Y. Ahmadzai 3-41, M. Nabi 3-36)

Afghanistan first innings 314 (R. Shah 98, A. Afghan 67; S.
Thompson 3-28)

Ireland second innings 288 (A. Balbirnie 82, K. O’Brien 56; R.
Khan 5-82)

Afghanistan second innings (target 147; overnight 29-1)
M. Shahzad c Poynter b McBrine 2

1. Janat not out 65
R. Shah st Poynter b Cameron-Dow 76
M. Nabi run out (Murtagh/Poynter) 1
H. Shahidi not out 4
Extras: (wl) 1
Total: (3 wickets, 47.5 overs) 149

Fall of wickets: 1-5 (Shahzad), 2-144 (Shah), 3-145 (Nabi)

Did not bat: A. Afghan, I.A. Khil, R. Khan, Y. Ahmadzai, W.
Momand, W. Salamkheil

Bowling: Dockrell 22-7-58-0 (w1), McBrine 13-5-35-1,
Cameron-Dow 5.5-0-24-1, Murtagh 5-3-15-0, Thompson 1-0-

Indian cily ol Dehradun. “IU’s a historic day for
Afghanistan, for our team and our people,” Afghan said.

“We have been playing for a while, we have been
playing first-class cricket, so we have that composure.
The bowlers were very good, Rashid (IChan), Yamin
(Ahmadzai),” he added. Afghanistan were steered Lo
their target by a 139-run partnership between Shah, who
made 76, and debulant Janal, who hil an unbeaten 65.

Shah, a top-order batsman, registered his second fifty
of the match after making 98 in Afghanistan’s first
innings score ol 314. With three needed to win,
Afghanistan lost Shah and then Mohammad Nabi in suc-
cessive deliveries before Hashmatullah Shahidi came to
the crease and hit the winning boundary.

“I want to congratulate all the lads in the team, they
have been absolutely brilliant,” said Afghan. “We have
got a few games before the World Cup and we want to
make every opportunity count,” the captain added.

Cricket has become the national sport of
Afghanistan, torn apart by decades of war, with many
of the Afghan players cutting their cricketing teeth in
refugee camps in Pakistan. The country gained one-day
international status in 2009 and have qualified for their
second 50-over World Cup in England and Wales, due
to begin on May 30. They have also been part of four
Twenty20 World Cups.

They have made India their base since 2015, far away
from the guns and bombs of their home country. Last
year they made the leap to Test cricket, taking on India
in Bangalore, but were thrashed inside two days.

KChan, the Indian Premier League (IPL) sensation who
is second in the 1CC one-day international rankings,
played a key role in the Ireland game, taking five wickets

g1

DEHRADUN: Afghanistan’s team members pose with the trophy after winning the Test cricket match between
Afghanistan and Ireland at the Rajiv Gandhi International Cricket Stadium in the northern Indian city of

Dehradun yesterday. — AFP

in their second innings. Balbirnic made 82 and O’Brien
56 before a 10th-wicket 58-run partnership between
James Cameron-Dow and Tim Murtagh set up the

9-0, Balbirnie 1-0-8-0.

Result: Afghanistan beat Ireland by seven wickets

No complacency
on World Cup
security, says
cricket chiefl

KARACHI: The deadly New Zealand
shootings which Bangladesh crickelers
narrowly avoided means security will
remain an “absolute priority” going into
the World Cup, the head of cricket’s gov-
erning body said Sunday.

Fifty people died in attacks on two
mosques in Christchurch on Friday, in
what is believed to be the worst assault on
Muslims in a Western country.
Bangladesh’s Test cricketers were just a
few minutes from being caught up in the
massacre, arriving in a bus al one of the
mosques as shooling began.

The third Test between Bangladesh and
New Zealand which was due to start in
Wellington on Saturday was cancelled and
the team returned home.

Speaking on the sidelines of Pakistan
Super League (PSL) final in Karachi, the
International Cricket Council (ICC) chief
execulive David Richardson said security
had to remain “an absolute priority”.

“I don't think securily is anything new,
obviously something happening in New
Zealand probably took a lot of people by
surprise and it emphasised the need not to
be complacent, especially going into the
World Cup,” Richardson said.

The England and Wales Cricket Board
will host the World Cup from May 30 to
July 14. “I know the work has already been
done by the security director together
with all the securily agencies in the UK
and they are leaving no stone unturned,”
he added.

Richardson said Pakistan had taken “a
greal step forward” in safely hosting the
PSL matches, a decade on from an attack
on the Sri Lankan team bus in Lahore
which has seen foreign leams refuse Lo
play in the country over security fears.

Pakistan has gradually tried lo revive
international cricket at home, having host-
ed the finals of Pakistan Super League for
the last two years and played matches
against a World XI, Sri Lanka and the
West Indies.

This year eight PSL matches were
hosted in Karachi without incident and
Richardson, a former South African player,
said it was helping to change the image of
Pakistan. “The perceplion outside of
Pakistan was that it was quite a dangerous
place to visit in the past and that percep-
tlion slowly but surely has been changed,”
he said.

He said a recent tour by 43 foreign
players, including former Australia all-
rounder Shane Watson and current New
Zealand opener Colin Munro, reflected the
changes Pakistan has made.

Trust over securily has “increased
tremendously,” he added. However, last
month Cricket Australia acted on their
govemment’s advice not to tour Pakistan,
where no Australian senior team has
played since 1998. — AFP

on Sunday as Ireland were dismissed for 288.

IChan returned career-best figures of five for 82 with
his leg-spin to stall Ireland’s resurgence after Andy
Balbirnie and Kevin O’Brien had hit gritty half-centuries

Flyers use flair for
dramatic to top Pens

PITTSBURGH: Sean Couturier scored with 3.4 seconds
left in overtime Sunday to give the visiting Philadelphia
Flyers a critical 2-1 win over the Pittsburgh Penguins.
Couturier’s 29th goal came when he blasted the puck from
the right circle to the far side past goaltender Matt Murray,
who also gave up James van Riemsdyk’s tying goal with
18.8 seconds left in regulation. Flyers goalie Carter Hart, in
just his second start in 11 games, made 41 saves. The game
was played 16,000 days after Philadelphia (35-29-8, 78
points) last won the Stanley Cup in 1975, and the two
points helped keep the Flyers’ playolf hopes alive. They are
six points out of an Eastern Conference wild-card spot
with 10 games to play.

ISLANDERS 3, WILD 2 (OT)

Brock Nelson scored at 1:04 of overtime as New York
defeated host Minnesota, which had twice erased one-goal
deficits. Jordan Eberle and Anders Lee also scored, and
goaltender Thomas Greiss made 32 saves as the Islanders
won for the fifth time in their past seven games and bounced
back from a disappointing 2-1 loss to the Red Wings on
Saturday in Detroit. Zach Parise and Jared Spurgeon scored
for Minnesola, which lost for the fourth time in its past five
games. Goalie Alex Stalock, making just his second slart in
the past 14 games, stopped 17 of 20 shots.

GOLDEN KNIGHTS 6, OILERS 3

Jonathan Marchessault scored two goals, including what
proved to be the game-winner early in the third, and
Malcolm Subban had 16 saves to lead Vegas over visiling
Edmonton. Mark Stone, Cody Eakin, Brayden McNabb and
Alex Tuch also scored goals, and William Karlsson and
Reilly Smith each had two assists for the Knights (40-27-5,
85 points), who won for the eighth time in nine games. Ryan
Nugent-Hopkins, Leon Draisaitl and Kris Russell scored
goals, and Connor McDavid had two assists for Edmonton
(32-33-7, 71 points), which remained seven points out of
the second wild card in the Western Conference. It was the
eighth straight multi-point game for McDavid, who now
has 105 points this scason.

SABRES 4, BLUES 3 (S§O)

Sam Reinhart scored in the third round of the shootout
as host Buffalo snapped a seven-game skid with a victory
over SL. Louis. Reinharl nearly won the contest in the wan-
ing moments of overtime, but his shot caromed off the left

potentially tricky chase for the Afghans. It was Ireland’s
second Test too. They played their debut Test against
Pakistan in Dublin last year, losing by five wickels.

For Ireland, Tim Murtagh stood out with scores of 54
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nol out and 27 balling at number 11. “IU's been a long
tour, but the lads have been very good. You are never
tired Lo play Test cricket, il's always a special feeling,”
said Ireland captain William Porterfield.

Ireland lost the two Twenly20 malches at the start of
the series between the two minnows and then levelled
the one-day internationals at 2-2. — AFP

LAS VEGAS: Connor McDavid #97 of the Edmonton Qilers steals the puck from William Karlsson #71 of the Vegas Golden

Knights in the second period of their game at T-Mobile Arena on Sunday in Las Vegas, Nevada. The Golden Knights
defeated the Oilers 6-3. —AFP

post. Buffalo captain Jack Eichel and St. Louis forward
Tyler Bozak each scored in the first round of the shootoul.
Reinhart’s bid banked off Jake Allen’s glove and into the nel
to set the stage for former Sabres forward Ryan O'Reilly,
whose shot deflected off the crossbar to end the game.

AVALANCHE 3, DEVILS 0

Tyson Barrie scored two goals, Philipp Grubauer had 22
saves and Colorado kept its postseason hopes alive with a
win over New Jersey in Denver. Nathan MacKinnon had a
goal and an assist to give him 91 points on the season. He
joins Hall of Famer Peler Forsberg as the only two
Avalanche players to have consecutive 90-point seasons.
Colorado Lrails Arizona by four points in the Western
Conference wild-card race. The Avalanche host the
Coyoles on March 29. Cory Schneider stopped 31 shots for
the Devils, who had their two-game winning streak
snapped. New Jersey has not won three straight since late
December.

CANUCKS 3, STARS 2 (SO)
Josh Leivo’s goal in the fourth round of the shootout lift-

ed visiting Vancouver past Dallas. The Canucks posted
their second win in three games, while the Stars took their
second straight loss, which prevented Dallas from gaining
ground on St. Louis for third place in the Central Division.
Tim Schaller led the Canucks with two goals, marking the
first two-goal game of his NHL career. Jamie Benn and
Taylor Fedun Lallied for the Stars.

DUCKS 3, PANTHERS 2

Adam Silfverberg scored with 4:43 Lo play as Anaheim
continued to play spoiler with a victory over visiting
Florida. Devin Shore and Adam Henrique also scored
goals, and Ryan Gelzlal had a pair of assists as the Ducks
(30-35-9, 69 points), won for the sixth time in their past
nine games, with all six of those viclories coming against
teams either currently in a qualifying position for the
playolffs or fighting to become eligible. The Panthers (32-
28-12, 76 poinls) were the furthest out from eligibility in
that group, but their hopes had been raised with a four-
game winning streak that had them believing they could
grab the second wild-card spot in the Eastern
Conference. — Reulers

PSL success
boost hopes
of Pakistan’s
cricket revival

KARACHI: All future Pakistan Super
League matches could be played on home
soil after the last eight games of the 2019
tournament went off without a hitch in
Karachi, boosting hopes of attracting more
international Leams, said the country’s crick-
el chief al Sunday’s final.

Quetta Gladiators beat former champions
Peshawar Zalmi by eight wickels on Sunday
to lift their maiden PSL title in a pulsating
atmosphere crealed by a capacily crowd of
32,000 fans at the National stadium.

“Today is a historic day,” said Pakistan
Crickel Board (PCB) chairman Ehsan Mani at
the closing ceremony on Sunday. “Around
230,000 people have watched matches in
Carachi which indicates that Pakistan is a safe
country and we are gradually returning to
normal as far as hosling crickel is concerned.”

Sri Lanka are in discussions about play-

ing two Tests in Pakistan in October and
talks are also taking place with Bangladesh
aboul a lour in early 2020. “I thank all the
foreign players who came here and I hope to
see them here for all the PSL. malches next
vear,” said Mani.

Peshawar were restriclted o 138 for eight
in their 20 overs. Umar Amin top scored with
38, while rookie 18-year-old quick bowler
Mohammad Husnain finished with three for
30. Quella raced Lo viclory with eight wickels
and 13 balls to spare as former Pakistan open-
er Ahmed Shehzad (57) and Rilee (38) put on
an unbroken 73-run stand to see the
Gladiators home at 139 for two.

The first 26 round-robin matches were
held in the United Arab Emirates, which has
been Pakistan’s neutral venue since a deadly
attack on the Sri Lankan team bus in Lahore
10 years ago. Pakislan hosted Zimbabwe for
five limited-over matches in 2015 which was
followed by the PSL final, three Twenty20
inlernalionals against a World XI and a single
Twenty20 international all in Lahore in 2017.

Last year Pakistan hosted three PSL
malches and the West Indies for a Twenly20
series. This year 43 foreign players, including
former Australia all-rounder Shane Waltson
and current New Zealand opener Colin
Munro, took part in the PSL latter stages in
Karachi.—AFP

Sarri’s stubbornness threatens
Chelsea’s top-four hopes

LONDON: Chelsea’s latest Premier
League away-day collapse at Everton
leaves Maurizio Sarri’s side facing an
uphill task to finish in the top four and
secure much-needed Champions League
qualification.

Languishing in sixth, the Blues trail
fourth-placed Arsenal by just three points
but face a much tougher run-in than the
Gunners in the remaining eight games of
the Premier League season. A run of four
defeats in their past five league games
away [rom Stamford Bridge also gives lit-
tle reason for hope ahead of upcoming
visits to title-chasing Liverpool and
Manchester United, who also lead
Chelsea by a point in fifth.

A kind Europa League draw, with
Slavia Prague to come in the quarter-
finals before a potential last-four clash
with Eintracht Frankfurl or Benfica, may
now provide the casiest route to next
season’s Champions League, with a place
in the group stage on offer for the win-
ners of that competition.

But to emerge victorious in Baku on

May 29 or stand a chance of a top-four
revival, Sarri must iron out a number of
repeated failings from his first season in
charge. Sarri was given the striker he
desired in January with the arrival of
Gonzalo Higuain.

However, the Argentine has scored just
three times in 10 appearances, against
lowly opposition in Huddersfield and
Fulham, with even Sarri admitting Higuain
has to do more. “He needs to improve his
physical condition and mental condition,”
said Sarri after defeat at Goodison Park.

But the pressure is on for him Lo finally
relent and hand Olivier Giroud league
starts. The French World Cup winner is the
Europa League’s top scorer with nine
goals, but has made just six Premier
League slarls all season with Eden Hazard,
the departed Alvaro Morata and Higuain
all handed more time as the focal point to
Chelsea’s attack. Chelsea’s striker strug-
gles have been exacerbaled by a lack of
goals and crealivily from midfield. Sarri’s
side have now failed to score in eight of 30
Premier League games. —AIP
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Fantastic Messi hat-trick
blows away Real Betis

Victory leaves Barcelona with one hand on the La Liga trophy

MADRID: Even the Real Betis fans were applauding by
the end as Lionel Messi scored another spectacular hat-
trick to fire Barcelona to a 4-1 victory on Sunday and
leave them with one hand on the La Liga trophy.

Messi’s treble, his second in a month in Seville, fourth of
the season and 5lst of his career, moves Barca 10 points
clear of Atletico Madrid with 10 games left to play, a gap
surely too big to close. “We had a great opportunity to
increase the gap on Atletico,” Messi said. “We had to take
it tonight.”

Luis Suarez, whose superb flick set up Messi’s second,
scored his own brilliant goal after a scintillating solo run
but it was ultimately reduced to a footnote, in what
became another night all about his Argentinian partner.

The only blot was the sight of Suarez limping off late
on, with what coach Ernesto Valverde suspected was a
“bad sprain” to his ankle. Messi now has 29 league goals
this season, 39 in all competitions, and together with
Suarez’s 18 their joinl-lotal of 47 is more than all but two
of the other teams in the division.

A simple finish from Suarez’s exquisile assisl came
between a free-kick perfectly planted into the top corner
and a bending lob that grazed the crossbar and dropped
in. The Belis [ans le[t al the Benilo Villamarin, and most of
them were, felt compelled to stand and applaud.

“I don’t remember the opposition cheering me for a
goal, I am very grateful,” Messi said. This was supposed Lo
be one of the more awkward tests in Barcelona’s run-in,
which includes Atletico Madrid at home and fifth-placed
Alaves away. All the rest of their opponents currently sit
10th or lower. But regardless of the fixtures, Barca seem to
be saving their best for the home straight, which bodes
badly for Manchester United, whom they face in the
Champions League quarter-finals next month.

Sadio Mane stars,
Salah struggles

PARIS: Sadio Mane starred and Mohamed Salah
struggled for Liverpool at the weekend as the con-
trasting fortunes of the highest profile African stars in
Europe continued. Senegalese Mane scored the first
goal and a foul on him led to the penalty that gave the
Reds a 2-1 win at Fulham and first place, two points
ahead of Manchester City. Reigning African
Footballer of the Year Salah is baltling to replicate his
amazing scoring form of last season with the Egyptian
managing just one goal in his last 10 matches.

ENGLAND

SADIO MANE/MOHAMED SALAH (Liverpool)

Mane was Liverpool’s saviour once more in a vital
2-1 win at Fulham to go back top of the Premier
League. The Senegalese forward scored his 11th goal
in as many games to open the scoring and was then
fouled for a late penalty converted by James Milner
for the winner. Salah, by contrast, was ofl-colour
once more.

SPAIN
KARL TOKO EKAMBI (Villarreal)
Cameroonian Toko Ekambi scored twice in two
minutes as Villarreal came from behind to defeal Rayo
Vallecano 3-1 at home in a clash of relegation-threat-
ened La Liga clubs. He netted after 50 and 52 minutes
before Gerard sealed victory with a late goal.

ITALY
SEKO FOFANA (Udinese)

Ivorian midfielder Fofana scored after 36 minutes
to pull Udinese level after falling two goals down to
Napoli, but his side still slipped to a 4-2 defeat, and
are just one point above the danger zone.

JEREMIE BOGA, ALFRED DUNCAN,
KHOUMA BABACAR (Sassuolo)

Africans scored all Sassuolo’s goals in a 5-3 home
loss to Sampdoria. Ivorian Boga pulled the Modena
side back into the game when they were two goals
down with a 38th-minute strike, his first for the club.
Ghanaian Duncan got the second after 63 minutes
with Senegalese Babacar adding the third two minutes
into injury lime.

MOHAMED FARES (SPAL)

France-born Algerian international midfielder Fares
threw SPAL a lifeline, nodding in the opening goal
after 22 minutes in a shock 2-1 win over Roma that
moved his side two points above the relegation zone.
It was his third goal this season in all competitions.

FRANCK KESSIE (AC Milan)

Kessie made headlines off the pilch after a sideline
bust-up with teammate Lucas Biglia after the Ivorian
was substituted. “It was the adrenaline of the match
situation, I was frustrated coming off and wanted to
do more. I took it out on Lucas and it was a mistake, |
apologised afterwards,” said Kessie.

GERMANY
SALOMON KALOU (Hertha Berlin)

The Ivory Coast veteran showed his experience
with two goals for Hertha Berlin in a 3-2 home defeat
by title-chasing Borussia Dortmund. The 33-year-old
pounced on a mistake by goalkeeper Roman Buerki
for the opening goal after just four minutes, then
converted a first-half penalty after a Julian Weigl
handball. Hertha finished with nine men in a bad-
tempered game.

NABIL BENTALEB (Schalke 04)

The Algeria international has fallen foul of new
Schalke coach Huub Stevens and been banished to the
club’s under-23 team for unspecified “disciplinary rea-
sons” after being dropped for a 1-0 home loss to RB
Leipzig, the Royal Blues’ sixth league defeat in seven
outings. Stevens, the caretaker coach after predeces-
sor Domenico Tedesco was sacked last Thursday, has
set no time limit on when Bentaleb may return.—AFP

Already in the final of the Copa del Rey, where Barca
will return to this stadium to face Valencia in May, a treble
is cerlainly not beyond the realms of possibility.

There was barely a moment to pause for breath in the
first half, both teams throwing plavers forward without
restraint or, seemingly, regard for the spaces they left at
the back. Betis were happy to open up and almost took the
lead when Joaquin volleyed first-lime Lo the stretching
Sergio Canales, bul he was unable to connect.

Barca were perhaps fortunate to earn the free-kick for
Messi’s opener as Canales obstructed Arthur Melo just
outside the area, Lo the right of centre.

But there was no luck in Messi’s shot, which flew like a
dart over the ducking head of Gerard Pique, past the hand
of Pau Lopez, and into the top left-hand corner.

Betis came again, Arthur twice scrambling the ball away
from Canales in the box, before Suarez missed a sitter
alter being teed up by Messi. He made amends just before
half-time. Messi fired into the feet of the Uruguayan, who
took the ball one way and flicked it the other, behind his
leg and into the path of Messi, who did the rest.

Betis could have been four down by the hour as Suarez
missed two more, but the chances kept coming, and he
finally hit the mark. There were four defenders ahead when
he began his run from the halfway line but Suarez sped
past one and belween two more, each of them colliding
into the other before being left sprawled on the ground.

Aissa Mandi made one final lunge but Suarez skipped
through to finish. Loren Moron curled in a consolation for
Betis but Messi had the final say. Ivan Rakitic rolled the
ball back and he clipped a sumptuous chip over Lopez, off
the crossbar and in. Suarez limped off injured in the final
minutes and Messi could have added a fifth, only for the
post to rescue Betis. Four was enough. — AFP

City’s Bernardo
Silva eyeing
football history

SWANSEA: Bernardo Silva has said he wants to “make
history” at Manchester City after helping the Premier
League leaders move a step closer to an unprecedent-
ed quadruple. Silva played a key role in keeping Cily’s
four-pronged pursuit of honours on track by sparking a
thrilling fightback as Pep Guardiola’s side overcome a
two-goal deficit to beat Swansea City 3-2 in their FA
Cup quarter-final on Saturday.

Not only did Silva score Cily’s first goal al
Swansea’s Liberty Stadium but he also set up Sergio
Aguero’s late winner in south Wales to keep alive hopes
ol adding the FA Cup, Premier League and Champions
League titles this season Lo the League Cup that is
already in their trophy cabinet. “All the players feel that
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SEVILLE: Barcelona’s Argentinian forward Lionel Messi (R) shoots to score a goal during the Spanish league foot-
ball match between Real Betis and FC Barcelona at the Benito Villamarin stadium in Seville on Sunday. — AFP

this season can be special,” said Silva.

“Last season was special in the way we won the
Premier League; this season can be special because
we've already won one competition, we're still playing
for three,” the 24-year-old added.

“We can win three or lose all of them as well, so it
will be very tough, so yeah, we know that the last
month-and-a-half will be very tough.

“It will be crucial, to make something special and to
try to write an important page in the history of this
club, and that’s what we'll try to do.”

In the meantime, the Portuguese midfielder was
buoyed by the manner of Cily’s viclory over Swansea.

“It's very important to win these kinds of games as
well, not only the games you win four or five-nil, but
these games where you have to show character,”
explained Silva.

“We could have been out after arriving at half-lime
losing 2-0, so we have to keep our focus, knowing our
opponents are very strong. “There are no perfect
teams, so we try to improve, we know that in some
moments of the game we’re nol as good as some leams,
and we try to improve that.—Agence
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PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain’s French forward Kylian Mbappe (C) vies with Marseille’s Croatian defender Duje
Caleta Car (L) and Marseille’s French forward Florian Thauvin during the French L1 football match Paris Saint-
Germain (PSG) vs Olympique de Marseille (OM), on Sunday at the Parc des Princes stadium in Paris. — AFP

PSG shrug off fan
protest to beat
rivals Marseille

PARIS: Angel Di Maria scored twice as Paris Saint-
Germain eased to a 3-1 victory over Marseille on Sunday
to extend their long unbeaten run against their arch rivals
and move 20 points clear at the Ligue 1 summit.

A group of PSG ultras were boycotting the opening
stages of the game over the team’s shock Champions
League defeat by Manchester United, but when they
arrived they were given a 16th win in 19 meetings with
Marseille, alongside three draws, to cheer.

Banners reading “We don't forget”, “respect the estab-
lishment” and “banknotes in place of a heart” were hung in
a section behind the goal to make clear supporters’
unhappiness at PSG’s 3-1 home loss to United on March 6.

“There are some thing we can’t change, we have to
accepl that we had a very, very sad defeat-very, very bad
for us. But we started again at Dijon (last week) and even
today the guys showed their character,” said PSG coach
Thomas Tuchel. “I'm glad we could show that today,
because it’s important for our supporters and for us.”

Kylian Mbappe put PSG in {ront on the stroke of half-
time with his 26th league goal of the season, but Valere
Germain equalised in the first minute of the second period.

Argentine Di Maria restored the home team’s advan-
tage, though, and Marseille ‘keeper Steve Mandanda was
sent off for a clear handball 30 yards from goal. Di Maria’s
wonderful free-kick added further gloss to the scoreline,
although Mbappe saw a late penalty saved by visiting
substitute Yohann Pele.

The capilal giants have not lost to Marseille since a 3-0
defeat at the Stade Velodrome in November 2011. With the
Ligue 1 title effectively secured, the only competition left
for PSG to play for this season is the French Cup, in which
they face Nantes in the semi-finals next month.

Mario Balotelli had the first shot in anger, shrugging off
the PSG defence before seeing his long-range drive well
held by home goalkeeper Alphonse Areola. The missing
ultras did not miss much goalmouth action early on, but
many rushed lo their seats when they thought Di Maria
had put the hosts in front, only to see the effort ruled out
for offside by VAR.

Marseille did well to keep their rivals at arm’s length for
the opening 45 minutes, although injuries which forced the
substitutions of PSG full-backs Thomas Meunier and Dani
Alves contributed to the game’s scrappy nalure.

But PSG forged ahead in the second minute of first-half
injury time, as they broke at pace from a Marseille corner
and Di Maria played in Mbappe to sweep the ball past
Mandanda. —AFP

Rodriguez bags
hat-trick as Bayern
exorcise Liverpool
[rustrations

BERLIN: Bayern Munich took out their Champions
League frustrations on Mainz as James Rodriguez
claimed his first Bundesliga hat-trick on Sunday in a
6-0 romp to fire the Bavarians back to the top of
the table.

After Wednesday’s Champions League exit, fol-
lowing a 3-1 home defeat by Liverpool in the last 16,
Mainz bore the brunt of the backlash at Munich’s
Allianz Arena. “We showed the disappointment of the
Liverpool defeat is behind us, it was important to
react,” said Bayern coach Niko Kovac.

Rodriguez, on loan until the end of the season
from Real Madrid, came off to a standing ovation
with 20 minutes left after arguably his best display in
the famous red shirt. “I am pleased for him, he
deserved the applause,” added Kovac, who declined
to comment on whether Rodriguez’s loan deal will be
extended.

Canadian wunderkind Alphonso Davies, 18, scored
his first Bayern goal on only his fifth appearance after
coming off the bench. The thumping win saw Bayern
reclaim top spot in the Bundesliga from Borussia
Dortmund, who briefly usurped them with a nervy 3-
2 win at Hertha Berlin on Saturday, with eight games
left. “We had planned a lot because of what hap-
pened on Wednesday, our focus is now on the
league,” said Thomas Mueller. Dortmund and Bayern
are level on 60 points, but the Bavarians hold a supe-
rior goal difference of seven.

“We wanted to fight back after Dortmund’s victo-
ry. The last three games are a marker,” Mueller
added, with Bayern having smashed in 17 goals in
winning their last three league games. Poland striker
Robert Lewandowski, the Bundesliga’s top scorer,
claimed his 18th league goal this season, tapping in a
David Alaba cross on three minutes.

Leon Gorelzka laid on the second goal, chesting
down into Rodriguez’s path and the Colombian
opened his account on 33 minutes. French winger
Kingsley Coman gave Mainz goalkeeper Florian
Mueller no chance with his shot six minutes before
the break to make it 3-0 at half-tlime.

Rodriguez wrapped up his hat-trick with two
goals in four breathtaking minutes, hitting the top
corner past Mueller’s reach on 51 minutes, then chip-
ping the despairing Mainz goalkeeper moments later.
Just 11 minutes after coming on, Davies claimed his
first Bundesliga goal, nelling the rebound [rom a
saved Lewandowski shot. Bayern have now won 13 of
their last 14 league matches.

Earlier, fifth-placed Eintracht Frankfurt, the only
Bundesliga club left in European football, maintained
their challenge for a Champions League spot with a
1-0 win at home to bottom side Nuremberg.

A first-half goal by Austrian defender Martin
Hinteregger leaves Frankfurt unbeaten in their last 13
games, including nine in the Bundesliga. Frankfurt
face Benfica over two legs in the Europa League
quarter-finals after beating Inter Milan 1-0 last
Thursday, and a superb pass from in-form striker
Liuka Jovic, on loan from the Portuguese side, led to
Hinteregger’s winner.

Earlier, Werder Bremen forwards Max Kruse and
Milot Rashica combined in a shock 3-1 win at Bayer
Leverkusen. Between them, centre-forward Kruse
and winger Rashica have netted six goals and provid-
ed three assists in four league games and the duo did
the damage against Leverkusen.

Kruse gave his mid-table side the lead on 13 min-
utes and helped double the lead at the BayArena
when he set up Rashica, who grabbed his third goal in
two games after a brace in last week’s 4-2 rout of
Schalke.—AFP



Huwait<e Times

Established 1961

Sport Times

Thiem topples ‘legend’ Federer
to win Indian Wells championship

Afghanistan beat Ireland for
‘historic’ first Test victory

27

TUESDAY, MARCH 19, 2019

Fantastic Messi hat-trick
blows away Real Betis

ixers down Bucks despite Giannis’ 52

Clippers come back from 19 down, trim Nets at buzzer

MILWAUKEE: Brook Lopez #11 of the Milwaukee Bucks shoots the ball against the Philadelphia 76ers on Sunday at the Fiserv Forum Center in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. — AFP

MILWAUKEE: Jocl Embiid scored 40 points and grabbed
15 rebounds to lead the visiling Philadelphia 76ers past
the Milwaukee Bucks 130-125 on Sunday. It was Embiid’s
52nd double-double and the 25th time he has scored at
least 30 points and swept 10 rebounds in a game. He
scored 18 points alone in the fourth quarter. Jimmy Butler
had 27 and JJ Redick 19 for the Sixers, who won their
fourth in a row and officially clinched a playoff spot.
Giannis Antetokounmpo was terrific for the Bucks with a
career-high 52 points to go along with 16 rebounds and
seven assists. Khris Middleton added 19 points.

ROCKETS 117, TIMBERWOLVES 102

Chris Paul, Clint Capela and James Harden recorded
double-doubles, and host Houston turned a blistering
third-quarter shooting display into a victory over
Minnesota. Paul paired 25 points with 10 assists and
maltched his single-game high of six 3-pointers, while
Capela recorded 20 points and 13 rebounds in grappling
with Timberwolves All-Star center Karl-Anthony Towns
(22 points, 10 rebounds, six assists). Rookie forward Josh
Okogie scored 21 points for the Timberwolves, who have
dropped 7 of 10. Taj Gibson chipped in 15 points and 10
rebounds off the bench for Minnesota. Houston improved
to 11-2 since the All-Star break.

CLIPPERS 119, NETS 116

Reserve Lou Williams hit a 3-pointer at the buzzer as
host Los Angeles pulled out a dramatic win over Brooklyn
for its seven win in its last eight games. Williams, whose
game winner was the first of his career, scored 11 of his
team-high 25 points in a fourth quarter that featured wild
runs by both teams. The Clippers (41-30) won [or the sev-
enth time in eight games and moved into a virtual tie with
Utah for seventh in the West and a half-game behind
sixth-place San Antonio. Danilo Gallinari and Montrezl
Harrell added 20 points apiece for the Clippers. D’Angelo
Russell scored a game-high 32 points, but the Nets (36-
36) fell 1 1/2 games behind sixth-place Detroit in the
Eastern Conference and lead eighth-place Miami by just 1
1/2 games.

PISTONS 110, RAPTORS 107

Blake Griffin scored 25 points to lead host Detroit past
Toronlo Lo sweep Lheir three-game regular-season series.
Trailing 110-107 with 2.4 seconds left, Toronto had a glim-
mer of hope after Grilfin missed two [ree throws. Grilfin
intentionally fouled Toronto’s Kawhi Leonard on the
rebound with 1.4 seconds remaining, but Leonard missed
the first throw. After Leonard intentionally missed the sec-
ond, Pistons center Andre Drummond gathered the
rebound and the clock ran out. Reggie Jackson scored 20
points for the Pistons, and Drummond added 15 points and

Chelsea to meet
City in Women’s
FA Cup s-finals

LONDON: Champions Chelsea will meet
Manchester City in the Women’s FA Cup semi-
finals following the draw yesteday, while
Reading face West Ham United in the other last-
four tie.

A double from Georgia Stanway afler Janine
Beckie’s opener ensured City overcame
Liverpool in Sunday’s quarter-final to remain on
course for the domestic treble. City, who are top
of the Women’s Super League, won the League
Cup after beating Arsenal in the final last month.

Chelsea clinched a semi-final spot for a sixth
conseculive season with a hard-fought 1-0 win
over parl-time side Durham. Rakel Honnudoltir’s
last-gasp goal helped Reading beat Manchester
United 3-2 after extra-time, while West Ham
edged past Championship side Aston Villa 1-0.
Reading and Cily will host the semi-final lies on
April 14, with the final scheduled for May 4 at
Wembley Stadium. — Reulers

17 rebounds. Leonard put up a game-high 33 points to go
with 10 rebounds, while Fred VanVleel scored 17 points
and Marc Gasol grabbed 11 rebounds.

KNICKS 124, LAKERS 123

Emmanuel Mudiay highlighted his 28-point perform-
ance with a pair of late free throws as NBA-worst New
York erased an 11-point deficit late in the fourth quarter to
knock off visiting Los Angeles. Damyean Dotson scored 25
points and Kevin Knox chipped in 19 for the Knicks, who
benefited from a season-high 41-point first quarter to post
their first win since a 108-103 victory against Orlando on
Ieb. 26. LeBron James scored 33 points after sitting out
Friday’s 111-97 setback versus Detroit for what the team
called “load management” connected to the groin injury
that sidelined him for 17 games carlier this season.

MAGIC 101, HAWKS 91

Nikola Vucevic scored 17 of his 27 points in the first
quarter, and host Orlando remained in the chase for the
final playoff spot in the Eastern Conference by beating
Allanta. The Magic (33-38) trail Miami (33-36) by one
game for the eighth spot in the playoffs. They meet one
last time this season in Miami on March 26. Orlando also
got 22 points and eight rebounds from Aaron Gordon and
14 points and seven rebounds from reserve Wes Iwundu.

Trae Young led Atlanta with 20 points and five assists.

KINGS 129, BULLS 102

Buddy Hield made his only 3-pointers of the game in a
14-point, second-quarter flurry that allowed host
Sacramento o beal Chicago and end a three-game losing
streak. The Kings (34-35) retained a slim hope of reaching
the Western Conference playoffs this season. Sacramento
sits in ninth place in the West, six games behind the Jazz
and Clippers, who are tied for seventh. In just his third
game back from a knee injury, Marvin Bagley 11l shot 9 of
14 and led Sacramento with 21 points and nine rebounds in
21 minutes. Zach LaVine (18 points) was the lop scorer for
the Bulls.

HEAT 93, HORNETS 75

Dwyane Wade and Goran Dragic came off the bench to
combine for 22 points in the fourth quarter to boost host
Miami to a win over Charlotte. Dragic finished with a team-
high 19 points and Wade added 17. Bam Adebayo had 16
points and nine rebounds, and Dion Waiters added 12 points
for the Heat, who have won eight of their past 10 against
Charlotte. Jeremy Lamb scored a game-best 21, Frank
Kaminsky had 13, Nicolas Batum added 12 and Tony Parker
chipped in 11, while leading scorer Kemba Walker had just 10
for Charlotte, which is 2-5 in its last seven games. — Reuters

Ward-Prowse earns England call
as Delph, Ruben, Stones drop out

LONDON: Southampton midfielder James Ward-Prowse
was drafted into England’s squad for Euro 2020 qualifiers
against the Czech Republic and Montenegro as Fabian
Delph, Ruben Loltus-Cheek and John Stones pulled oul
due to injury vesterday.

Ward-Prowse has just one senior international cap but
is well-known o England boss Gareth Southgate [rom
their time together as manager and captain of England’s
under-21s. The 24-year-old has led Southampton’s battle
for Premier League survival with goals in his past three
games, including brilliant free-kicks against Manchester

Uniled and Tollenham.

“We love Prowsey. I've been accused of being ‘father of
Prowsey’ over the years,” said Southgate when announc-
ing his squad last week. “This mosl recent spell is his best
spell since we capped him before. He is a world-class
deliverer of sel-plays.”

There was belter injury news for Southgate on Jordan
Henderson as Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp confirmed
the midfielder will join up with the squad this week after
suffering an ankle injury in the Reds’ 3-1 win over Bayern
Munich last week.— AFP
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