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Kuwait joins celebrations
of ‘women humanitarians’

1 Iceland commemorates first
glacier lost to climate change

High-end rebrand makes life
sweet for Japan’s ‘ice farmers’

Lampard denied first win as
Leicester draw at Chelsea
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Kuwailt, Iran discuss means
to alleviate regional tensions

Gibraltar rejects US demand to seize Iranian oil tanker

Amir recovers, in
good health now

KUWAIT: HH the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah has
recovered [rom a setback
and is in good health
now, Deputy Minister of
Amiri Diwan confirmed
vesterday. Mohammad
Dhaifallah Sharar said
results of medical exami-
nations HH the Amir W

underwent were positive. Sheikh Mohammad
praved to Almighty Allah to bestow wellbeing upon
HH the Amir. — KUNA

Jleeb residents
facing eviction,
area to be razed

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Official sources said the situation in Jleeb Al-
Shuyoukh has received major attention amid an expand-
ed push for a comprehensive redevelopment plan as soon
as possible. They said the project’s implementation will
nol wail for the completion of planned labor cities, and
practical steps will be taken to evict residents.

The commiltee dealing with the situation includes
seven government agencies - the Municipality, the

IS Kabul wedding
attack kills 63; Amir
sends condolences

KABUL: Joy and celebration turned into horror and
carnage when an Islamic State suicide bomber targeted
a packed Afghan wedding hall, killing at least 63 pcople
in the deadliest attack to rock Kabul in months, officials
and wiltnesses said vesterday. The massive blast, which
took place late Saturday in west Kabul, came as
Washington and the Taleban finalize a deal Lo reduce
the US military presence in Afghanistan and hopefully
build a roadmap to a ceasefire.

The groom recalled greeting smiling guests in the
afternoon, belore seeing their bodies being carried oul
hours later. The attack “changed my happiness to sor-
row”, the young man, who gave his name as Mirwais,
told local TV station Tolo News. “My family, my bride
are in shock, they cannot even speak. My bride keeps
fainting,” he said. “I lost my brother, I lost my (riends, 1
lost my relatives. I will never see happiness in my life

4,000 detained
in Kashmir since
autonomy stripped

SRINAGAR: Thousands of people have been detained in
Indian Kashmir over fears of unrest after New Delhi
stripped the region of its autonomy two weeks ago, gov-
ernment sources told AFP. A magistrate speaking to AFP
on condition of anonymity said at least 4,000 people were
arrested and held under the Public Safety Act (PSA), a
controversial law that allows authorities to imprison some-
one for up to two years without charge or trial.

“Most of them were flown out of Kashmir because
prisons here have run out of capacity,” the magistrate said,
adding that he had used a satellite phone allocated to him
to collate the figures from colleagues across the
Himalayan territory amid a communications blackout and
lockdown imposed by authorities. The revelations came as
the family of a timber trader alleged he died after suffocat-
ing from lear gas fired by security forces.

“They (security forces) first damaged the property and
when he wenl oul Lo check, they fired tear gas shells and
because of the smoke, he suffocated and died,” Muddasir

Continued on Page 24

KUWAIT: Kuwail’s Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
held talks yesterday with his Iranian
counlerpart Mohammad Javad Zaril on a
host of issues, including means of reduc-
ing tensions in the Gulf region. The dis-
cussions between Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled and Zaril dealt with cooperation
between the two [riendly countries, latest
regional evenls and ways Lo ease lensions
in the Gull. The talks also addressed
means Lo ensure [ree navigalion in this
key region ol the world, bilaleral ties and
malters of mutual concern, in addition to

latest happenings around the world. Zarif

also met HH the Crown Prince Sheikh

Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.
“Good talks with Kuwaiti crown prince

and foreign minister. Praying for Emir’s

Zarifl said thal during the talks, he
stressed that Iran’s proposal for a region-
al dialogue forum and non-aggression
pact would eliminate the need to rely on
foreign powers. Unlike its strained rela-
tions with Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates, Iran maintains good lies
with Kuwait, which has acted as mediator
to improve ties between Tehran and Arab
Gulf states.

Meanwhile, Gibraltar yesterday reject-
ed a US demand to seize an Iranian oil
tanker at the center of a diplomatic dis-
pute as it prepared to leave the British
overseas lerritory after weeks ol deten-
tion. Gibraltar’s government said it could
not seck a court order to detlain the
supertanker because US sanctions
against Iran were not applicable in the
European Union.

£

KUWAIT: HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif yesterday. — KUNA

speedy recovery,” Zarif wrote on Twitter.

interior, electricity and water and public works min-
istries, and the manpower, environment and food
authorities. The Cabinet has asked for quick action and
finding a deep-rooled solution Lo the chaolic silualion
in Jleeb, considering its proximity to the airport and
Shadadiya university.

Sources said among the solutions is a total reclama-
tion of the area and rebuilding it from scratch, either for
cilizens’ housing or transforming the entire area inlo a
commercial district with malls, entertainment and hotel
projects due to its strategic location, adding the Cabinet
will discuss both proposals.

The sources said razing the area and rebuilding it will
be through the private sector via BOT projects or offer-
ing it for investment. Sources said the committee decided
that the area’s reclamation is inevitable, considering its
residents number more than 300,000, who face the
highest rates of crime in the country.

again.” Interior ministry spokesman Nasrat Rahimi said
a suicide bomber carried out the attack, with at least 63
people killed and 182 injured. “Among the wounded are
women and children,” Rahimi said.

HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah yesterday sent a cable of condolence Lo
Afghan President Mohammad Ashraf Ghani over the
victims of the terrorist explosion. In the cable, the Amir
voiced Kuwail’s emphalic denunciation of this odious
Lerrorist act thal largeled innocents, while reileraling
Kuwail's rejection of all forms and manifestations of ler-
rorism. Sheikh Sabah prayed to Almighty Allah to
bestow mercy upon the victims and patience to their
families, wishing a swill recovery Lo those injured in the
blast. HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber
Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar cables.

Afghan weddings are epic and vibrant affairs, with
hundreds or often thousands of guests celebrating for
hours inside industrial-scale wedding halls where men
are usually segregated from women and children. “The
wedding guests were dancing and celebrating the party
when the blast happened,” recounted Munir Ahmad, 23,
who was seriously injured and whose cousin was

Continued on Page 24

Continued on Page 24

Recruitment of
expats based on
local needs: Aqgeel

KUWAIT: Minister of State for Economic Affairs
Mariam Al-Aqeel yesterday said the recruitment of for-
eign workers to the country is based on labor contracts
and according to the needs of the local market. “Figures
circulated recently in the media about the entry of large
numbers of the Egyptian community monthly to the
country are incorrect,” Aqeel told reporters at the
headquarters of the General Secretariat for Planning.

She stressed statis-
tics show the real
monthly rate of entry of B
this communily to '
Kuwait is between
1,400 and 2,200 peo-
ple per month in the
private sector. Aqeel
noted the total work
permits for Egyptian
workers issued in 2018
amounted to 62,000,
while 23,000 were canceled in 2018, pointing out that
Egyptians who entered the government sector last year
amounted to 577 workers, mostly teachers.
Continued on Page 24

Mariam Al-Aqeel

== KABUL: Afghan men investigate at a wedding hall after a deadly bomb blast yesterday. — AFP

MUZAFFARABAD: Kashmiri refugees in Pakistan-administered Kashmir take part in a protest rally yesterday. — AFP

Is Trump’s love
affair with Fox
News fading?

WASHINGTON: Last month after Donald Trump
walched Fox News lob what he called “softball ques-
tions” al a Democralic lawmaker, the US president
delivered a crisp smackdown of his favorite network:
“Fox sure ain’t what it used to be.”

After years of often fawning coverage by Fox, par-
ticularly from its pro-"Trump anchors like Sean Hannity,
the commander in chief appears to be tilting his media
gaze toward a younger, more right-wing rival, cable
oultfit One America News Network (OANN). The small
upstart broadcaster was launched only recently, in
2013, by lechnology millionaire Robert Herring, who
soughl a more conservalive allernalive Lo mainstream
media behemoths like CNN.

Today il seeks Lo outfox Fox by drawing extra alten-
tion from Trump, who has been voicing his displeasure
with the ratings leader over everything from presiden-
tial polling to its hosting of Democratic candidate town

Continued on Page 24
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Humidity to increase in the coming
days, says veteran meteorologist

Efforts to increase Kuwaitis’ jobs in oil sector

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Veleran Kuwaili meleorologist Essa
Ramadan said humidity is set to increase in the com-
ing days before and after the appearance of the
Suhail star (Canopus) due to the weak Indian sca-
sonal low pressure. Land and sca breezes will have
an effect in the afternoon and evening, and coastal

School admins
check on
preparations

humidity will rise. Ramadan noted that climate
change is clear, with the advancement of seasons
from two to three weeks clear in recent years.
Furthermore, Ramadan indicated that neither Suhail
nor anything else can control the weather, “so we

Quota on expat
labor expected

KUWAIT: Informed sources said the higher
committee for resolving the demographic struc-
ture imbalance is expected soon to issue a minis-
terial decree to implement one of the commiltee’s
recommendations on quotas deciding the per-
centages of expat labor. The sources said this
move comes after an increased demand for
workers of certain nationalilies in particular,
which led to the increase of these communities’
numbers compared to the rest. They said this
system will contribute to organizing the market-
place and maintain the demographic structure.
The sources said there will be no exceptions to
bringing workers [rom cerlain nationalilies rather
than others, and this will be according to the
quota system. — Al-Qabas

[
Transfer restrictions

KUWAIT: Informed sources at the Public
Authority for Manpower said a meeting will be
held soon by the authority’s board and several
decisions will be made regarding the organiza-
tion of the marketplace, most notably by banning
transfers from several technical activities and
limiting transfers only within the activity itself.
They added the decisions will include competen-
¢y Llests for lechnicians before allowing them Lo
work in these sectors. — Al-Anbaa

]
‘Random ads’ removed

KUWAIT: Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs
and State Minister for Municipal Affairs Fahd Al-
Shula handed the task of coordination with the
co-op socielies union to the concerned depart-
ment at the municipality to allow co-ops to play
their social role to place street ads related to
weddings and events in front of their main and
branch buildings. An official source at the munic-
ipality said the ads are limited to the social
aspect after designating certain areas in front of
co-ops. He said the goal is to remove random ads
that are on the rise in residential areas and avoid
eyesores, in addition to organizing the process.
The source added Shula directed the immediate
removal of violating ads. — Al-Rai

musl adapl and gel ready for the weather by chang-
ing the infrastructure and increasing agriculture”.

Oil sector jobs

Public Authority for Applied Education and
Training said il started registration of those desiring
Lo join lraining institutes for the first lerm ol the
2019-2020 academic year for oil well diggers and oil
facility mechanics, starting from today until Sept 1
through the authority’s website. Informed sources
said the oil sector has completed coordination with
all concerned authorities to direct educational grad-
uales Lo accepl the largest number of Kuwaili youth
to work in the oil sector, and invest in Kuwaiti
capacilies in oil specialties and develop them
through specialized educational institutions.

School preparations

School administrators began the new year yester-
day by checking on their schools and reporl any
malfunctions in air conditioners, and shortages in
power, furniture, maintenance or other school
requirements. An educational source said that the
education ministry’s supplies department began to
furnish new schools on Wednesday on gradual basis.

Councilmember
inquires about
Kuwait City’s
structural plan

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Municipal Councilmember Hassan Kamal
submitted several questions about Kuwait City’s
structural plan, adding that its importance is in its
direct link to people’s lives, because it decides con-
struction policies and goals which reflect the state’s
future vision and plans for the next 25 years. Kamal
said the state’s third structural plan was issued by a
decree in 2008, and il was expecled Lo be complel-
ed in 2019, but was delayed for certain reasons. He
said the Capital’s fourth structural plan is ready, but
before submitting it to the Municipal Council,
answers arc needed for the following questions:

I-  With regards to the detailed plan of the
Capilal, what is the percentage ol compliance
with the third structural plan of the state from
2008 to 2019?

2-  Is there any difference in the fourth struc-
tural plan of the Capital compared with the third?
Mention the projects and new uses and changes

KUWAIT: The sun sets over Kuwait City’s skyline in this file photo. —KUNA

T

KUWAIT: This archive photo shows a general view of the Arabian Gulf Road leading to Kuwait City. — KUNA

from the third plan.

3-  What is the estimated date for the approval

of the fourth structural plan?

4-  Are the projects approved in the fourth
structural plan agreeable with the state’s develop-
ment projects and Kuwait 2035 vision?

KUWAIT: The Commercial Bank of Kuwait (CBK) visited Hawally Governorate’s elderly care home to
celebrate Eid Al-Adha with senior citizens.

Woman dead in
Sulaibiya fire

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A woman died in a fire reported in
Sulaibiva’s residential area vyesterday.
Sulaibikhat and Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh fire station
men rushed to the scene in response Lo an
emergency call. They put out the blaze alter
evacuating the building, but one woman had
succumbed Lo her injuries. An invesligalion was
opened to reveal the cause of the fire.

Smuggling foiled

Customs officers at Kuwait International
Airport’s Terminal 1 (T1), Terminal 4 (T4) and
Terminal 5 (15) foiled attempts by four persons
Lo smuggle drugs inlo the counlry - two
European women, an Arab man and an Asian
man. The suspects were sent to the proper
authorities for further action.

Reckless drivers arrested
The Relations and Securily Information
Department at the Interior Ministry said two
persons seen driving recklessly in a social media
video clip were arrested and their vehicles
impounded.

| Y

KUWAIT: Some of the drugs found with passengers arrested at
Kuwait International Airport terminals.
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Crown Prince receives senior
officials at Bayan Palace

the National Assembly Marzouq Al-Ghanem. — KUNA

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah received al Bayan Palace yeslerday Speaker ol the
National Assembly Marzouq Al-Ghanem and His Highness the Prime

Kuwait condemns attack
targeting Saudi oil field

KUWAIT: Kuwait on Saturday
denounced the drone attack which tar-
geled the Shaybah Oil Field in the
southeast of Saudi Arabia. This action
aimed al destabilizing the security and
stability of the Kingdom and the global
energy supply, and requires an interna-
tional effort to avoid crises and conflicts,
and more lension in the region, said an
official source in Kuwail Foreign
Ministry in a statement. The source
affirmed Kuwait’s full support to Saudi
Arabia and to all measures taken to
maintain its security and stability. In the
meanlime, Secrelary-General of Gulfl
Cooperation Council (GCC) Dr
Abdullatil Al-Zayani strongly con-
demned the terrorist drone attack, car-

ried out recently by Houthi militia on
Shaybah Oil Field in southwestern Saudi
Arabia. The nonstop Houthi attacks tar-
geling oil facilities in the Kingdom reveal
their malicious goals in endangering
global energy supplies, Dr Zayani said in
a press statement. He called on the inter-
national community to condemn these
altacks and take strong measures to
stop them. Zayani described the attack
on the field as a cowardly lerrorist act
that threatens securily and stability in
the region. Saudi Minister of Energy,
Industry and Mineral Resources Khalid
Al-Falih said on Saturday that unmanned
drones attacked one of the units of a
natural gas plant in Shaybah field, caus-
ing minor damages.

Kuwait supports efforts
contributing to Sudan’s stability

KHARTOUM: Kuwail on Saturday
stressed support to all efforts that con-
tribute to achieving security and stabili-
ty in Sudan. “We hope that the transi-
tional period will be a platform to move
Sudan to stability and prosperity,”
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
State for Cabinel Affairs Anas Al-Saleh
said after his participation in the signing
ceremony of the transilional arrange-
ments’ accord in Sudan. Saleh expressed
Kuwait's support for all efforts that con-
tribute Lo achieving securily and slabili-
Ly in Sudan. Earlier on Saturday, the mil-
itary council in Sudan and the forces for
freedom and change officially signed the
transitional accord Lo creale a sovereign
council consisting ol 11 members in a
ceremony allended by regional and
international officials.

The Transitional Council Head
Abdulfattah Al-Burhan affirmed in his
speech during the celebration that the
Sudanese revolution has achieved its
goals through the people, calling on
youth to contribute to the process of
building the new Sudan. “We look for-
ward to this agreement to usher in a new
era and new goals thal we are confident
ol achieving,” said the forces of freedom
and change leader, Mohammad Naji Al-
Asam. The timetable for the implementa-

tion of the civilian structures of the
authorily began with the final signing of
the agreement between the forces of
[reedom and the transitional military
council before the latter is dissolved the
next day and the nomination of the
members of the 11-member sovereign
council in which civilians hold a majority
of six scats. According to the timetable
agreed belween the two sides, the
announcement of the new cabinet will be
on Augusl 28, preceded by the nomina-
tion of the prime minister and members
of the sovereign council. — KUNA
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KHARTOUM: Kuwait’s Deputy Prime Minister Anas Al-Saleh participates in the sign-
ing ceremony of the transitional arrangements’ accord in Sudan. — KUNA
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e  His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah.

Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. His Highness ~ Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-
the Crown Prince also received Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of ~ Sabah, and Depuly Prime Minister and Minister of State for Cabinel
Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Deputy  Affairs Anas Al-Saleh. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Seaside of the Scientific Centre during sunset. — Photo by Athary Al-Sabti (KUNA)

Yemenis grateful for ‘Kuwait by
Your Side’ humanitarian campaign

Kuwait donated $750 million to UN organizations aiding Yemen

ADEN: Kuwait continues to ease the suffering of Yemeni
cities affected by war, as part of the generous $100 million
grant of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to Yemen. The ‘Kuwait by Your Side’
campaign to improve the deteriorating humanitarian con-
ditions in Yemen is part of decades of Kuwaiti efforts to
aid the country and develop its infrastructure in different
fields. As the globe is set to celebrate the “World
Humanitarian Day’ today, a number of Yemeni activists and
officials hailed Kuwait's prominent role in aiding those in
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need in the war-torn country. The Kuwaiti grant played a
huge role in improving the humanitarian conditions for
Yemeni people, Yemen’s Minister of Local Administration
Abed Araqib Fateh said yesterday.

Kuwait also donated a total of $750 million to UN
organizations in charge of aiding Yemen during the past
three vears, Fateh, who is also Chairman of the Higher
Human Reliel Committee added. Meanwhile, he noted that
309,000 Yemenis in over six governorates benefitted from
health and food projects executed by Kuwait Red
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Crescent Society (KRCS) in the first half of 2019.
Morcover, Kuwait's Humanitarian Relief Society executed
projects worth about $3.3 million in the same time-period
in eight governorates. The society is also planning to exe-
cule upcoming projects in education, food and water, with
a cost of about $2.3 million, said Fateh.

In the meantime, Yemen’s Minister of Information
Muammar Al-Aryani hailed the Kuwaiti donations and
humanitarian aid that eased the suffering of Yemenis
affected by war. He added that Kuwaiti projects in differ-

ent fields in Yemen spread across all governorates in the
country. Taiz Governorate’s first undersecrelary
Abdulqawi Al-Mekhlafi also applauded Kuwait’s generous
donations for Yemen, especially in Taiz. He noted that
Kuwail funded projects related to the environment and
health in the governorate, during five years of siege by
Houthi militias. Mekhlafi said that water-related projects
were especially of greal impacl on the lives of Yemeni
people, as it resolved the lack of water issue before it
turned into a disaster in the country. — KUNA

ABK takes part in UNHCR
campaign to support refugees

KUWAIT: Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwail
(ABK) is participating in UNHCR’s
“2Billion Kilometers to Safety’ campaign,
which calls on people all over the world
to cover the distance travelled by
refugees each year, championing indi-
vidual acts of solidarily. ABK’s partlicipa-
tion falls in line with World Humanitarian
Day, which is marked universally on
August 19th through inilialives and proj-
ects committed to recognizing humani-
tarian personnel.

ABK is encouraging both stall and
customers to take part in the campaign,
with the Bank targeting a total distance
ol 5,000 kilomelers by the end of the
year. People interested in participating in
the campaign can find all the information
on: https://stepwithrefugees.org/en-
ac/abk.

According to UNHCR, refugees
around the world are forced to travel a
total of approximately two billion kilo-
meters every year to reach the first point
of safety. The ‘2 Billion Kilometers to
Safety’ campaign invites people to act in

() UNHER

solidarity and run, walk or cycle to
achieve a cumulative total of two billion
kilometers.

ABK is participating in the campaign
to make a difference in the communities
in which it operates. Through its CSR
initiatives, ABK advocates inclusive,
social and sustainable development and
the creation of a more equitable society.
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Kuwait joins World Humanitarian Day’s
celebrations of ‘women humanitarians’

Kuwaiti women exceled in humanitarian work, following Amir’s directives

KUWAIT: As the international community
marks the United Nations’ World
Humanitarian Day today, the State of Kuwait
celebrales the role of their women aclivists
in honor of this year’s theme ‘Women
Humanilarians.” In recent history, Kuwail
had played an integral part in launching sev-
cral humanitarian initiatives to make sure
that the suffering and the pain felt by the
disadvantaged and the needy worldwide

would be lessened. Since the ascension of

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to the leadership
in 2006, Kuwait launched various humani-
larian iniliatives, which led to a UN honor-
ing of Kuwail as a global humanilarian cen-
ter in 2014. The UN also named His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah as a world
humanitarian leader. Kuwait, through His
Highness the Amir, also contributed to inter-
national humanitarian conferences. In line
with the leadership’s guidelines, Kuwaiti
women [ollowed the directives ol His
Highness the Amir and decided to excel in
the field of humanitarian work.

Helping people worldwide

Speaking on this occasion, head and
founder of ‘Al-Nowair’ positivity initiative
Sheikha Intisar Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah said
that Kuwaitis, especially women, were
keen on contributing solutions to world
humanitarian woes, revealing that her non-
profit entity had launched the Intisars
Charily Foundation as part of the collec-
tive Kuwaiti effort to help people around
the globe. She revealed that the foundation
has been working in Lebanon launching
three projects for refugees there, adding
that the current target was Jordan with pro-
grams in September and October. In regards
to the one of the major programs provided
by the foundation, Sheikha Intisar said that
her entity provided drama psychotherapy, a
method of treatment very rare in the Arab
world. This type of treatment mainly targets
those affected by war and conlflict, indicaled

Maha Al-Barjas

Sheikha Intisar who stressed that the foun-
dation provided this treatment with utter
conviclion of ils necessily.
Humanitarian arm
Meanwhile, Secrelary General ol Kuwait
Red Crescent Sociely (KRCS) Maha Al-

Barjas revealed that the sociely is the
humanitarian arm of the State of Kuwait,

Psychotherapy
for those
affected

by war

distributing necessities for those who are in
need. Kuwaiti men and women alike strongly
contribute to the state humanitarian efforts
worldwide under the guidelines sel by His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, she affirmed, adding that
His Highness the Amir would always march

Sheikha Intisar Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah

forward when il came Lo humanitarian reliel
aid matters both regionally and globally.

Strong role
In the meantime, the head of a charity
project at the 1987-founded International
Islamic Charity Organization (I1CO)
Sumaiya Al-Maimani stressed the strong
role played by women in Kuwait within the
humanilarian flield, revealing thal the
organization had launched various proj-
ects around the world to help the needy.
One of the major projects involved some
6,606 students supporting educational
projects in eight countries, added
Maimani. Around 80 percent of those
involved in voluntarily humanitarian
work are women [rom age 18 Lo 34 and
that is evident of the role of Kuwaiti
women role in helping their fellow
human beings, affirmed the official.
Based on a Swedish-proposed resolu-
tion, the World Humanitarian Day is ded-
icated to the memory of Special
Representative of the Secretary-General
to Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello and 21 of
his colleagues who were killed in the
bombing of the UN Headquarters in
Baghdad on August 19, 2003 while attend-
ing Lo their humanilarian duties. — KUNA
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EU’s trade with

Kuwait slows
this year

BRUSSELS: Imports and exports of
goods between the European Union
(EU) and Kuwait declined in the first six
months of 2019, as compared to the
previous year, according to the single
currency bloc’s slalistical office, the
Eurostat. EU imports from Kuwait
tolaled 1.42 billion curos ($1.57 billion)
in January Lo June of 2018, while it was
valued at 1.25 billion curos ($1.38 bil-
lion) for the same period a year earlier.
EU exports to Kuwait in January to

June of 2018 totaled 2.86 billion euros
($3.1 billion), while for the same period
in 2019, it was worth 2.59 billion euros
($2.8 billion). Meanwhile, the EU’s
imports from Kuwail in January to June
of 2018 totaled 1.14 billion curos ($1.26
billion), while in the first half of this
year, European imports from Kuwait
reached 735.4 million euros ($815.4 bil-
lion). The EU’s exports to Kuwait in the
first six months of 2018 totaled 2.7 bil-
lion euros ($2.9 billion), while for the
same period in 2019, it reached 2.1 bil-
lion euros ($2.3 billion). Mineral fuels,
lubricants and related materials are the
bulk of the EU’s imports from Kuwait,
statistics showed, while machinery,
transport equipment, chemicals and
related products are its main export
items to the Gulf state. — KUNA

KRCS extols Kuwaiti
women'’s voluntarism

KUWAIT: Kuwait Red Crescent Sociely (KRCS) said
yesterday that Kuwaiti women are eager to adopt vol-
untary humanitarian initiatives that effectively con-
tribute to social welfare. “Time is now ripe for women
to have their normal status just alongside men, thus
playing a great part in charitable action,” KRCS
Chairman Hilal Al-Sayer said. Sayer made the remark
during a ceremony thrown by the Cabinel’s Social
Development Office at the KRCS headquarters to
mark the World Humanitarian Day (WHD), which falls
today. All potential has been put at the disposal of

women in order to unleash their energies and capital-
ize on their intellectual capabilities and social pres-
ence o prop up altruism nationwide, he emphasized.
He added that his charity is interested in aiding
women living in disaster-hit countries, whether by
offering them money or rebuilding their damaged
homes. Meanwhile, KRCS Secretary-General Maha
Al-Barjas believed that involvement in the humanitari-
an sphere has undoubtedly boosted aid workers’ pos-
itive orientations. The Kuwaili charily’s female work-
ers have managed confidently and amazingly Lo run
humanitarian projects in different world countries,
mainly aiming al casing oul the woes and anguish of
the have-nots, she said. However, she said, there is a
pressing need for women to get more engaged in dis-
asler response leams, especially as far as cultural and
social aspects are concerned. — KUNA

KRCS Secretary-General Maha Al-Barjas
delivers a speech at the event.

~ KUWAIT: A group picture of women volunteers honored during a ceremony held at the Kuwait Red Crescent
Society yesterday. — KUNA photos
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KABUL: A wounded man receives treatment at the Wazir Akbar Khan hospital after a deadly bomb blast in a wedding hall in Kabul yesterday. —AFP

Peace with whom? Enraged Afghans question

Suicide bomber blows himself up in a packed wedding hall

KABUL: Outraged Afghans questioned yesterday
the point of negotiations with the Taleban aimed
at getting US troops to leave and ending the war,
after 63 people were killed in a suicide bomb
attack on a wedding reception in the capital,
Kabul. A suicide bomber blew himsell up late on
Saturday in a packed wedding hall, bringing new
carnage o a country plagued by decades of vio-
lence. Many women and children were among the
dead and 182 wounded, officials said.

“Peace with whom? With those who bomb our
weddings, schools, universities, offices and hous-
es?” Twiller user Rada Akba wrole on the social
media platform. “Selling out this land and its peo-
ple to those killers is sick and inhuman. History
won'l forgel this,” she wrole. The Taleban denied
responsibility for the blast at a west Kabul wed-
ding hall in a minority Shiite neighborhood, and
condemned it. Islamic State militants also operate
in Afghanistan and have carried out bloody
attacks in towns and cities, some against Shiites.

Journalist Sana Sali said she doubtled the
Taleban denial. “Who else is capable of carrying
oul such brutality?” she asked. “So ‘peace agree-
menl’ with the Taleban isn’t going Lo end the

bloodshed for ordinary Afghans?” Tawab
Ghorzang, an adviser at the ministry of transport,
said negotiations with the Taleban gave them
legilimacy. “If thousands ol limes Lhe Taleban are
given legilimacy on the platform of peace lalks,
their war crimes and crime against the humanity
will go on,” he wrote on Facebook.

The Taleban and the United States are trying to

New carnage to a
country plagued
by decades

of violence

negotiate an agreement on the withdrawal of US
forces in exchange for a Taleban commilment on
securily and peace lalks with Afghanistan’s US-
backed government. Both sides have reported
progress after eight rounds of talks since lale last

vear. Under the expected deal on a staggered
withdrawal of US troops, the Taleban would guar-
antee Afghanistan would not be a sanctuary for
militants to expand and plot new attacks, both
sides have said.

The government has nol been involved in the
negolialions - the Taleban refuse to lalk to admin-
istration they see as a US puppet - but the mili-
tants are expected to make a commitment to open
power-sharing talks and agree lo a ceasefire. The
governmenl insists a ceaselire must be part of any
deal. Tabish Forugh, an Afghan journalist, also
questioned the Taleban denial of responsibility for
the Saturday’s blast.

“They are responsible in the eyes of Afghans.
They have turned a country of 30 million people
into a slaughterhouse,” Forugh wrote. “We should
not surrender to Taleban terror.” The European
Union mission in Afghanistan condemned the blast
saying those behind it were “enemies of humani-
ty”. The Kabul blast followed a bomb attack on a
mosque in Pakistan on Friday that killed four peo-
ple, including a brother of Taleban leader
Haibatullah Akhundzada, and wounded about 20.
No group has claimed responsibilily. —Reuters

KABUL: Chairs covered with the blood of victims are seen
outside a wedding hall after a deadly bomb blast in Kabul
yesterday. —AFP

Sudan’s timeline:
From protests to
transition accord

PARIS: The launch of a historic transition
to civilian rule in Sudan comes cight
months after the start of popular protests,
in which more than 250 were killed. A
timeline:

Bread prices

Protests erupt on December 19, 2018,
against a government decision to triple
bread prices. They quickly spread in the
form of weekly demonstrations, and morph
into demands for President Omar Al-
Bashir to quit after three decades of iron-
fisted rule. In the capital Khartoum on
December 20, demonstrators take to the
streets chanting “freedom, peace, justice”.

On April 6, 2019, thousands gather out-
side army headquarters in Khartoum, stay-
ing there for six days to plead for the mili-
tary’s support. On April 11, military author-
ities announce they have removed Bashir
from power and that a transitional military

council will govern for two years. Delying
a month-long curfew, thousands of
demonstrators remain camped in front of
army headquarters as the protest move-
ment demands power be handed to a civil-
ian government.

Talks between ruling generals and
protest leaders end abruptly on May 20
without an accord on the make-up of a
joint civilian-military council to govern
during a transition. Thousands of public
and private sector workers strike on May
28 and 29 to pressure the military leaders.
In late May, military council chief Abdel
Fattah Al-Burhan visits Saudi Arabia, Egypt
and the United Arab Emirates, countries
wary of popular uprisings in the region.

Bloody crackdown

On June 3, armed men in military
fatigues move in on the protest camp out-
side army headquarters and disperse thou-
sands slill gathered there. It is the start of
a crackdown Lhal lasts several days, in
which 127 people are killed, according to
doctors close Lo the demonstrators. The
Rapid Support Forces (RSF), a feared
paramilitary which sprang from the notori-
ous Janjaweed mililia accused by rights
groups of commilling war crimes in Darfur,

is blamed for the violence. The military
rulers announce a probe. The military
scraps all previous agreements with
protest leaders for a transition and calls
for elections within nine months.

Protesters denounce a putsch. On June
9, protest leaders launch a nationwide
campaign of civil disobedience that paral-
yses the country for two days, hitting the
economy hard. After both sides signal they
are ready to talk again, Ethiopia and
African Union mediators in late June pres-
ent new proposals for a transition. On June
30, tens of thousands of protesters again
rally. Security forces are deployed en
masse and police fire tear gas al crowds.
Several are killed.

Power deal agreed

On July 5, after two days of negolia-
tions, the two sides agree in principle on
an accord providing for power-sharing
before transition to civilian rule. Crowds
take to the streets of Khartoum to cele-
brate. On July 29, six demonstrators,
including four school students, are shot
dead during a rally in the central town of
Al-Obeid against shorlages ol bread and
fuel. Negotiations are suspended, before
resuming on August 1.

KHARTOUM: Sudanese children wave small national flags as people celebrate outside the
Friendship Hall in the capital Khartoum where generals and protest leaders signed a historic
transitional constitution meant to pave the way for civilian rule in Sudan. —AFP

On August 4, the military and protest
leaders sign a declaration, under which a
joint civilian-military ruling body will gov-
ern for a 39-month transition period, over-
seeing the formation of a civilian govern-
ment and parliament. On August 15, veter-

an economist Abdalla Hamdok is nominat-
ed as prime minister of the future transi-
tion government. The next day, Qatari
broadcaster Al-Jazeera says it has been
allowed to reopen its Khartoum office,
which had been shut down in May. —AFP
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UK faces food, fuel and drug
shortages: ‘Leaked document’

Minister says document is ‘worst case’ plan

LONDON: Britain will face shortages of [uel, food and
medicine if it leaves the European Union without a transi-
tion deal, according to leaked official documents reported
by the Sunday Times, but whose interpretation was con-
tested by ministers. Selling oul a vision of jammed ports,
public protests and widespread disruption, the Times said
the forecasts compiled by the Cabinet Office set out the
most likely aftershocks of a no-deal Brexit rather than the
worst case scenarios.

But Michael Gove, the minister in charge of coordinaling
no-deal preparations, challenged that, saying that the doc-
uments did set out a worst case scenario and that planning
had been accelerated in the last three weeks. The Times
said up lo 85% of lorries using
the main channel crossings “may
not be ready” for French cus-
toms, meaning disruption at
ports would potentially last up
Lo three months before the flow
of traffic improves.

The government also believes
a hard border between the
British province of Northern
Ireland and the Republic of
Ireland, an EU member, will be

documents set

what needed to be done to get ready to leave and the funds
were nol available. It has been deliberately leaked by a for-
mer minister in an attempt to influence discussions with EU
leaders,” said the source, who declined to be named. Earlier,
asked about the Yellowhammer documents, energy minister
Kwasi Kwarteng told Sky News there was “a lot of scare-
mongering around” and thal Britain would be fully prepared
for an Oct 31 no-deal exil.

No turning back

The United Kingdom is heading towards a constitutional
crisis at home and a showdown with the EU as Johnson has
repeatedly vowed to leave the bloc on Oct 31 without a deal
unless il agrees Lo renegoliate
the Brexit divorce. After more
than three years of Brexit domi-
naling EU alfairs, the bloc has
repeatedly refused to reopen
the Withdrawal Agreement
which includes an Irish border
insurance policy that Johnson’s
predecessor, Theresa May,
agreed in November.

Brexit minister Stephen

Official

out no-deal
risks

likely as current plans to avoid

widespread checks will prove

unsustainable, the Times said. “Compiled this month by the
Cabinet Office under the codename Operation
Yellowhammer, the dossier offers a rare glimpse into the
covert planning being carried out by the government to
averl a calastrophic collapse in the nation’s infrastructure,”
the Times reported.

Responding o one of the authors of the Sunday Times
article on Twitter, Gove said: “Yellowhammer is a worsl-
case scenario - v significant steps have been taken in the
last 3 weeks to accelerate Brexit planning.” Prime Minister
Boris Johnson'’s office said it did not comment on leaked
documents. A government source blamed the leak on an
unnamed former minister who wanted to influence negotia-
tions with the EU.

“This document is from when ministers were blocking

‘British parliament
cannot stop Brexit’

LONDON: Prime Minister Boris Johnson will tell
French President Emmanuel Macron and German
Chancellor Angela Merkel that the Westminster par-
liament cannot stop Brexit and a new deal must be
agreed il Brilain is Lo avoid leaving the EU wilthoul
one. In his first trip abroad as leader, Johnson is due
to meet his European counterparts ahead of a G7

Barclay said on Twitter he had
signed a piece of legislation
which set in stone the repeal of
the 1972 European Communities act - the laws which made
Britain a member of the organization now known as the EU.
Though his move was largely procedural, in line with previ-
ously approved laws, Barclay said in a statement: “This is a
clear signal to the people of this country that there is no
turning back (from Brexit).”

A group of more than 100 lawmakers wrole Lo Johnson
calling for an emergency recall of parliament to discuss
the situation. “We face a national emergency, and parlia-
ment must now be recalled in August and sit permanently
until October 31 so that the voices of the people can be
heard, and that there can be proper scrutiny of your gov-
ernment,” the letter said. Johnson will this week tell French
President Emmanuel Macron and German Chancellor
Angela Merkel that the Westminster parliament cannot

summil on Aug 24-26 in Biarrilz, France. He will say
that Britain is leaving the European Union on Oct 31,
with or without a deal, and that the British parlia-
menl cannol block thal, according Lo a Downing
Street source.

The United Kingdom is heading towards a consti-
tutional crisis at home and a showdown with the EU
as Johnson has repeatedly vowed to leave the bloc on
Octl. 31 without a deal unless il agrees lo renegoliale
the Brexit divorce. After more than three years of
Brexit dominating EU affairs, the bloc has repeatedly
refused to reopen the Withdrawal Agreement which

Lin A g Lafite

"= BRIDGE END: In this file photo, protesters against Brexit and the possible impesition of any hard border
between Northern Ireland and Ireland gather with a banner at the border between Derry (Londonderry) in
Northern Ireland and County Donegal in the Republic of Ireland near the Irish village of Bridge End. —AFP

stop Brexit and a new deal must be agreed if Britain is to
avoid leaving the EU without one.

The prime minister is coming under pressure from politi-
cians across the political spectrum to prevent a disorderly
departure, with opposition leader Jeremy Corbyn vowing
this week to bring down Johnson’s government in early
September to delay Brexit. It is, however, unclear if lawmak-
ers have the unity or power to use the British parliament to
prevent a no-deal departure - likely to be the United
Kingdom’s most significant move since World War Two.

includes an Irish border insurance policy that
Johnson’s predecessor, Theresa May, agreed in
November.

The prime minister is coming under pressure from
politicians across the political spectrum to prevent a
disorderly departure, with opposition leader Jeremy
Corbyn vowing to bring down Johnson’s government
in early September to delay Brexit. It is, however,
unclear if lawmakers have the unity or power to use
the British parliament to prevent a no-deal Brexil on
Oct 31 - likely to be the United Kingdom’s most sig-
nificant move since World War Two. —Reuters

Germany,
Hungary mark
the end of

Iron Curtain

SOPRON: Thirly years ago, Hungarian bor-
der guards for the first time allowed people
from communist East Germany lo cross
[reely into Austria and hundreds ol them
rejoiced. The Iron Curlain was passing into
history. This was a milestone in a year of
momentous change in Europe, leading in a
few short months to the fall of the Berlin
Wall in November 1989.

But Hungary, the first country o disman-
tle the east-west frontier, was also the first
to fortify its southern border against a big
new influx of Asian and African immigrants.
In 2015, Hungary built a high-tech double
razor wire fence, complete with heal sen-
sors, night vision cameras and constant bor-
der patrols along its 300-kilometre border
with Serbia and Croatia.

This was the physical manifestation of
Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban’s
vision of a “fortress Europe”. The immigra-
Llion issue threw a wrench into the usually
close tlies between Hungary and Germany,

Dueling rallies in
city of Portland

PORTLAND: A far-right rally and leftist
counter-demonstration in the city of
Portland, Oregon wrapped up Saturday
amid a heavy police presence with no
major incidents, following fears that vio-
lent clashes would break out. President
Donald Trump had tweeted that the city
was “being walched very carefully.
Hopefully the Mayor will be able to
properly do his job!” Police were out in
force, keeping the opposing camps apart
as demonstralors converged on a waler-
front park. Authorities arrested at least
13 people, but there were no serious
injuries, a police spokeswoman said.
Authorities had seized batons, home-
made shields, bear repellant spray, even
curtain rods.

Following the dispersal of the rallies,
small groups of opposing demonstrators
broke into sculfles, altacking each other
with their fists and pepper spray,
according Lo wilnesses. Salurday’s [ar-
right gathering was organized in part by
a group that calls itsell the Proud Boys

since Orban clashed with the views of
Chancellor Angela Merkel, who initially
threw the gates open to migrants. Orban and
Merkel will mark the fall of the Iron Curtain
together in Sopron today.

In Europe, opinions are divided on these
new barriers. For some of those whose lives
were changed forever by their chance Lo
flee Lo the Wesl, they are a calamily. They
remember fondly the so-called Pan-
European Picnic, where hundreds of East
Germans broke through lo Auslria as bor-
der guards stood aside. “That was our sec-
ond birthday,” said Hermann Pfitzenreiler,
who took his wife and small children across
the border that day and came back lo the
border town Sopron to mark the anniver-
sary and meet old Hungarian friends.

“Erecting these walls and fences, it’s
calastrophic,” added his wife Margarele.
“As Germans we belonged in Germany, bul
we had experienced the same unliveable
life (as today’s immigrants). I'd love to drop
Viktor Orban on the other side so he feels
what that is like.” “High as these walls may
be, they will never deter people,” Hermann
Pfitzenreiter said. “What you see in the pic-
tures (of us crossing) can’t be put into
words. We could not believe it was hap-
pening, it was total ecstasy, it had been
unthinkable.” The Pfitzenreilers, inter-
viewed by Reuters in Sopron, now live in
Germany, near Mannheim.

and says ils members are young,
“Western chauvinist” men. The Southern
Poverty Law Center, a major civil rights
organizalion, has classified the Proud
Boys as a hate group.

Its leaders say the goal of the Portland
rally was Lo have the so-called anlifa
movement declared a domestic terror
organization, news reports said. Antifa
stands for anti-fascist and refers to a
loose international coalition of aclivists
and protesters who oppose lar-right ide-
ology. There have been scallered inci-
dents of violence purportedly involving
antifa members. Trump tweeted that
“Major consideration is being given to
naming ANTIFA an "ORGANIZATION
OF TERROR.” He did not elaborate.

Portland, one of the most liberal US
cities, is an antifa stronghold and the
local Rose City Antifa had urged people
“to defend Portland against far-right
attack.” More than 1,000 people gath-
ered in downlown Porlland (or the rally
and counler-demonstralion, according Lo
police. Authorities shut down downtown
streets. Scores of riol police kept a close
watch over the events as boats patrolled
the Willamelte River dividing the cily.

Right-wing activists including the

exhibition held near the border fence of the late Communist regime and dedi-
cated to the 20th anniversary of the ‘Paneuropean picnic’, in Sopron. —AFP

This fence is not that fence

Hungarians who helped bring down the Iron
Curtain resent any parallels with Hungary’s cur-
rent southern border fortifications or its practice
ol keeping immigration next Lo zero, saying such
practice is necessary to preserve the Europe
that the events of 1989 created. Arpad Bella,
who headed up the border station unit posted at
the Sopron crossing in August 1989, said he had
his hands full with the Pan-European Picnic, a
political jamboree packed with hundreds of

H

“Ossies”, or east Germans. “I could confront
them and risk violence, or let them through and
face the consequences,” he said at the memorial
park now on that spot. He chose the latter.
“Every border guard was sick of the lask... We
just wanled them gone.” Eventually he evaded
consequences as his chief waited on the national
chiel, who wailed on the interior minister, who
waited on then prime minister Miklos Nemeth,
who waited on Soviet General Secretary
Mikhail Gorbachev.—Reuters

e

PORTLAND: Hundreds of members of far-right groups march during ‘The End
Domestic Terrorism’ rally at Tom McCall Waterfront Park in Portland, Oregon. —AFP

Proud Boys brandished American flags,
while others sported red caps with
Trump’s “Make America Great Again”
slogan from his 2016 presidential cam-
paign. Meanwhile, the counter-demon-
stration included antifa members dressed

all in black, many wearing masks. They

were joined by ordinary citizens of

Portland protesting the far-right demon-
strators in their cily, including one wear-
ing a unicorn costume and a marching
band dressed as bananas. —AFP

Opponents of no deal say it would be a disaster for
what was once one of the Wesl’s most stable democracies.
A disorderly divorce, they say, would hurt global growth,
send shockwaves through financial markets and weaken
London’s claim Lo be the world’s preeminent financial cen-
tre. Brexit supporters say there may be short-term disrup-
tion from a no-deal exil but that the economy will thrive if
cul free [rom what they casl as a doomed experiment in
integration that has led to Europe falling behind China and
the United States. —Reuters

Albino found dismembered

NAIROBI: A 15-year-old albino boy has been found
dismembered in Burundi a week after going missing, the
first such killing in the country in three years, a local
albino group said yesterday. Albinos, who have white
skin and yellow hair as a result of a genetic disorder
that causes the absence of pigmentation, are killed reg-
ularly in some African countries for their body parts,
which are used in wilchcralt rituals. The Leenager was
found dead late Saturday in the northwest of the coun-
try along the Rusizi river separating Burundi from the
DR Congo, not far from his home village. “The young
albino was killed atrociously... His murderers cut his
right leg off at the knee, his right arm and his tongue,”
said IKassim Kazungu, the head of the local associalion
Albinos Without Borders. More than 20 albinos have
been killed in Burundi since 2008. —AFP

Police shoot suspect

JAKARTA: Indonesian authorities said yesterday they
shot and arrested a suspected militant who attacked
police officers at a station in the country’s second-
biggest city. The incident in Surabaya on Saturday-
Indonesia’s independence day-came as the world’s most
populous Muslim-majority nation is on high alert for
attacks by local groups sympathetic to the Islamic State.
A 30-year-old man walked into the station and said that
he wanted to make a report, according Lo police. “Then
he suddenly took out a sickle and started slashing the
officer on duly,” Easl Java police spokesman Frans
Barung Mangera said yesterday. The officer, who sus-
tained wounds to his head, face and hand, was recovering
in hospital while another who intervened was lightly
injured, police said. The wounded suspect was an “IS
sympathizer”, they added. —AFP

.
4 dead in hospital attack

BUCHAREST: Four people have died and nine were
injured after being attacked by a palient in a psychiatric
hospital, Romanian press reports said yesterday. They
said a 38-year-old man who had admitted himself to the
hospital in Sapoca, northeast of the capital Bucharest,
entered a treatment room and attacked other patients
with a transfusion stand. Three of the patients suffered
head injuries and died al the scene while a fourth died
later in hospital, the reports said. Among the nine injured
in the attack, tlwo were in a coma, they added.
“Everything happened in less than a minute,” hospital
director Viorica Mihalascu was quoted as saying. “This
patient was admitted on a normal surveillance level. His
symploms did not give an indication that a tragedy was
imminent,” she told Antena 3 television station. —AFP

Cocaine in banana shipment

SOFIA: A warchouse worker has discovered 75 kilo-
grams of cocaine hidden among bananas shipped from
Ecuador Lo Bulgaria’s Black Sea port of Burgas, prose-
cutors and police said yesterday. The drugs were
packed in bricks wrapped up in metal foil and hidden
inside the shipment of 20,626 boxes ol bananas,
Burgas regional prosecutor Georgy Chinev told jour-
nalists outside the Burgas warchouse of the
InterCitrus [ruit distribution company. A warchouse
worker came upon the 2.5-kilogramme packages on
Saturday morning and alerted police, Burgas police
chief Kaloyan Kaloyanov said. Officials said the fruit
arrived at Burgas on July 27 on a ship from Ecuador
that also made a stopover in Italy. Authorities will be
checking other warchouses of the same fruil company
in Sofia, Varna and Plovdiv in the coming days, they
said, adding that some of the bananas had already
been exported to Romania. —AFP
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Israel fires on armed Gazans
after rocket attack: 3 killed

Latest in a series of incidents along the tense barrier

GAZA: Israel said it opened fire on armed Palestinians on
Gaza’s border overnight and Hamas’s health ministry
reported three dead veslerday, the latest in a series of
incidents along the tense barrier. Israel’s tank and heli-
copler fire came after Palestinian militants in the Gaza
Strip fired three rockets at Israel late Saturday, the army
said, the second such attack in 24 hours.

Two rockets were intercepted by Israel’s air defense
systems, it said, without specifying what happened to
the third. Police reported no casualties in Israel, but
said a rocket fragment fell on a house in the southern
Israeli town of Sderol. Israeli medics said they had
treated six people, including two with minor injuries
suslained while running to bomb shelters and four oth-
ers with panic attacks.

Hours later, Israel’s army said “troops spotted a
number of armed suspects adjacent to the security
fence in the northern Gaza Strip”. It added that an
“allack helicopter and a tank fired towards them”. The
health ministry in the Palestinian enclave run by Islamist
movement Hamas reported three dead and said another
Palestinian was hospitalised following the incident north
ol Beil Lahia. It identified those killed as Mahmoud Al-
Walayda, 24, Mohammed Abu Namus, 27, and
Mohammed Samir Al-Taramsi, 26.

Hamas in a statement called their deaths “another
crime by the Israeli occupation to be added to its grim
toll against the Palestinian people’s rights, land and holy
sites.” Palestinian militant group Islamic Jihad issued a
stalemenl mourning their deaths, but did not claim them
as members. “We affirm the right of our people to resist
and confront all forms of Zionist aggression,” it said. A
series of incidents along the Gaza border has lested a
fragile truce between Hamas and Israel in recent days.

On Friday night, a rockel was fired from Gaza into
Israel and was intercepted by missile defense systems.
Israel said in response it carried out strikes on two

|
UK revokes

‘Jihadi Jack’s

citizenship

LONDON: Britain has revoked the citizenship of
a dual national Muslim convert to the Islamic
State group dubbed “Jihadi Jack” being held in
northern Syria, according to reports yesterday.
The move targeting Jack Lelts, 24, who was a
dual UK-Canadian national, has prompled a
diplomatic row with Ottawa, Britain’s Mail yes-
terday reported.

Former Prime Minister Theresa May approved
the decision - which had been made by then-
interior minister Sajid Javid - in one of her last
aclions before leaving office in early July, the
newspaper said. A spokesperson for Britain’s
interior ministry declined to confirm the report,
noting it does not routinely comment on individ-
ual cases. “Decisions on depriving a dual national
of citizenship are based on substantial advice
from officials, lawyers and the intelligence agen-
cies and all available information,” the
spokesperson said.

“This power is one way we can counter the
terrorist threat posed by some of the most dan-
gerous individuals and keep our country safe.”
Lelts was captured by Kurdish forces in Syria
and is languishing in jail there, despite saying in a
media interview earlier this year he would like to
return to Britain. “I'm not innocent,” he told I'TV
News. “I deserve what comes to me. But I just
wanl il Lo be... appropriate... not just haphazard,
freestyle punishment in Syria.”

Letts converted to Islam at the age of 16 and
fled his home in Oxfordshire, central England,
Lwo years laler Lo join IS. His Canadian father
and British mother were convicted in a UK court
in June of funding terrorism by sending him a
small amount of money during his time in Syria,
but were spared jail. The Mail yesterday said
revoking Letts citizenship had “sparked fury” in
Ottawa, which believes he has little connection to
the country.

The newspaper added there were fears the
spal could overshadow a meeling belween
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and
British leader Boris Johnson at the G7 summit in
Irance next weekend. The decision is the latest
instance of Britain revoking the citizenship of its
nationals who went to join the Islamic State
group’s self-proclaimed caliphate. In February it
faced criticism after stripping Shamima Begum, a
teenager who traveled to Syria to marry an IS
fighter, of her British citizenship. —AFP

Civilian death toll
mounts as Syrian
offensive widens

BEIRUT: Air strikes have killed more than two dozen
civilians in northweslern Syria in the last two days in an
escalation ol a Russian-backed offensive against the last
major rebel stronghold, a war monitor and local activists
said. An air strike in the village of Deir Sharki killed seven
members of one family, most ol them children, on
Saturday, the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said.

Hamas “underground largels” in the northern and cen-
tral Gaza Strip, without providing further details. A
Gaza security source reported three Israeli strikes on a
Hamas observation post, an unidentified target near
Gaza Cily and one that hit open ground in the central
part of the enclave. No casualties were reported.

Netanyahu under pressure

The rocket fire and retaliation came after a series of
other incidents along the Gaza border since the start of
the month. A week ago, a Palestinian shot at Israeli sol-
diers along the frontier and was killed when troops
relurned fire, the army and Hamas’s health ministry said.

A day before that, Israel's army said its troops shot
dead four heavily armed Palestinians on the border,
adding one had managed to cross and throw a grenade
al soldiers. Earlier on August 1, a Paleslinian seeking Lo
avenge his brother’s death by Israeli fire entered Israel
from Gaza and opened fire on soldiers, the army said.
Three Israeli soldiers were wounded and the Palestinian
was killed, the army said. Regular protests and clashes
erupted along the border of the blockaded Gaza Strip
in March 2018. At least 305 Palestinians have been
killed by Israeli fire in Gaza or the border area since
then, the majorily during demonstrations and clashes.
Seven Israelis have also been killed in Gaza-related
violence over the same period. Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu is widely seen as wanting to avoid
an escalation in the Gaza Strip before September 17
elections, but he also faces heavy political pressure to
respond firmly.

Israel and Palestinian militants in Gaza, including
Hamas, have fought three wars since 2008. Beyond the
Gaza incidents, there has also been an uptick in tension
in Jerusalem and the occupied West Bank. On Iriday,
two Israclis were wounded in a Palestinian car-ramming
near a Jewish settlement in the West Bank and the
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BEIT LAHIA: Relatives of 26-year-old Palestinian Mohammed Samir Al-Taramsi, one of three armed
Palestinians killed ovemight in Israeli fire along the border with the Gaza Strip, mourn by his body at the
morgue of the hospital in Beit Lahya in northern Gaza strip yesterday. —AFP

assailant was shot dead, authorities said. That followed
an incidentl on Thursday when two Palestinian youths
attacked police officers with knives in east Jerusalem’s
Old City.

One officer was moderately wounded, while police
shot both of the Palestinians. One was killed and the
second was in critical condition. Israel occupied the

West Bank and east Jerusalem in the 1967 Six-Day
War. It later annexed east Jerusalem in a move never
recognized by the international community. It views the
enlire cily as its capital, while the Palestinians see the
caslern seclor, where key holy siles are located for
Christians, Muslims and Jews, as the capital of their
[uture state. —AFP

Yemen’s war cut off
dad’s route to work,
now toddler starves

HAJJAH PROVINCE: Before Yemen's
war broke oul four years ago Ali
Muhammad used to cross the border
into Saudi Arabia to work, joining thou-
sands of other Yemenis from his poor,
mountainous region. But fighting in the
border areas left him unemployed in his
remote village, watching acute malnutri-
lion turn his two-year-old son Muath
into skin and bones.

Yemen’s conflict, which the United
Nations has described as the world’s
worst humanitarian disaster, has pushed
what was already one of the poorest
Arab slates Lo the brink of famine. War
has cut transport routes for aid, fuel and
food, reduced imports and caused
severe inflation. Households lost their
incomes because public sector wages
were not paid and conflict forced people
from their homes and jobs.

Informal cross-border routes to work
in Saudi Arabia, the Arab world’s largest
economy, have been cut, and thousands

Spain offers port to
stranded migrants as
Salvini claims victory

MADRID: Spain yesterday offered
Algeciras as a port to disembark more than
a hundred migrants on a charily rescue ship
stranded off the coast of Ialy after the ves-
sel had spent more than two weeks waiting
for a safe port to be made available. The
migrants, most of whom are Alrican, were
picked up by the Open Arms boat off the
coasl of Libya and have been wailing lo
disembark on the southern Italian island of
Lampedusa.

[taly’s far-right Interior Minister Matteo
Salvini has ordered his officials not to let
them land, though he made a partial con-
cession on Saturday by allowing 27 minors
to leave the boat. He added that he had only
agreed to this at the insistence of Prime
Minister Giuseppe Conte. “Spain always
acts on humanitarian emergencies. It is nec-
essary to establish an orderly and support-
ive European solution, leading the migration
challenge with the EU’s values of progress
and humanism,” Spanish acting prime minis-
ter Pedro Sanchez said on Twilter.

France, Germany, Romania, Portugal,
Spain and Luxembourg said earlier this
week they would help relocate the

of Yemenis have left the kingdom in
recent years as the government seeks o
boost citizen employment, the UN has
said. Around 80 percent of Yemen’s pop-
ulation now needs some form of humani-
tarian assistance, according to the UN.

In a story repeated across Yemen'’s
villages, Mualh’s lack of access Lo good
food, healthcare and clean waler has left
him severely malnourished and weighing
just 5.5 kg (12.13 Ib). “There is no work, I
just sil al home,” Ali Muhammad said
from his village in the northwestern
province of Hajjah. “Things were ok,
thank God, but after the war we were not
able Lo (go Lo Saudi) ... As long as this sil-
ualion conlinues there will be no work.”

With a poorly resourced local clinic
unable to take him in, a health worker
drove the toddler to another centre
where he was weighed and fed as the
parents could not afford transport. “The
child does not have medical conditions
that would prevent him from absorbing
nutrition. The state he is in is a sign of
severe nulritional deficiency,” said
Makiah Al-Aslami, a nurse and head of
an acute malnutrition clinic in Aslam.

Her clinic is overwhelmed by extreme
cases ol malnutrition brought in from the

migrants. Once the boal disembarks in
Algeciras, the agreed distribution will take
place, the Spanish government said in a
statement yesterday. Sanchez took the
decision to offer Algeciras as a port to
dock the Open Arms because of the “emer-
gency situation” onboard, the statement
added. It also criticized the “inconceivable
response of Italian authorities”, especially
Salvini’s. Salvini said triumphantly on
Facebook that Spain’s decision vindicated
his hard-line stance. “Those who stick it out
are the ones who win,” he said, adding that
“probably any other minister would have
given in.”

He renewed his constant attacks of
recent days on Open Arms, accusing it of
lying about the condition of the migrants.
He said a medical inspection on the boat by
[talian authorities on Saturday had shown
there was no sanilary emergency on board
as the charity had claimed. “They tell us to
let the sick off the boat and they turn out
nol Lo be sick, they say let the minors off
and a lot of them turn out not to be minors,
we check the medical emergency and there
is no emergency,” he said.

“There are presumed minors and pre-
sumed refugees fleeing from presumed
wars.” Open Arms said a few migrants had
jumped off the boat and tweeted a video of
them Lrying Lo swim Lo shore before being
caught up by faster-swimming rescuers

-
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g \.,_ ABS: A child dips his hands into a plastic food container while seated next to a
gam man and other children at a make-shift camp for displaced Yemenis who fled
fighting between the Houthi rebels and the Saudi-backed govemment. —AFP

surrounding region, which also hosts
hundreds of thousands ol people dis-
placed from their homes by war and
poverty. The UN has not declared a
famine in Yemen but says around 10 mil-
lion there are “one step away”. Saudi

Arabia leads a coalition that intervened
militarily in Yemen in March 2015 against
the Iran-aligned Houthi movement after it
ousled the government of President Abd-
Rabbu Mansour Hadi from power in the
capital Sanaa in late 2014. —Reuters

LAMPEDUSA: The Spanish migrant rescue NGO ship Open Arms is seen off the

. coast of the Italian island of Lampedusa. Twenty-seven unaccompanied minors
have been authorized to leave a migrant rescue vessel in limbo off Italy, the
Spanish charity operating the ship said. —AFP

who jumped in after them. “We have been
warning for days, there is a limit to people’s
desperation,” tweeted Oscar Camps, the
charily’s director and founder. “Whal more
does Matteo Salvini need for his political
campaign - deaths?”

Salvini, leader of the ruling League par-
ty, has built his popularity on a vigorous
campaign against illegal immigration. He

issued a stalement on Salurday reileraling
that Open Arms could have taken the
migrants Lo Spain and that the non-gov-
ernmenlal organizalion was Lo blame for
their plight. Open Arms said on Saturday it
could not guarantee the security of the
migrants and Camps said there were con-
stant fights on board and the lension was
unsustainable. —Reuters

Another seven people were killed by bombardments in
other areas, it said.

On Friday, air strikes in the village of al-Haas killed 13
people. The dead included a pregnant woman and her
unborn baby, local activists and the Observatory said.
They had been seeking shelter after flecing another area.
The bombardment forced a wave of people to flee north-
wards from the targeted areas, the Observatory and local
activists said. “They are bombing the towns and their
outskirts to push people to flee,” Observatory Director
Rami Abdulrahman said, adding that hundreds of [amilies
had been uprooted [rom areas that had so far largely
been spared in the almost four-month offensive.

The Syrian slale news agency SANA said the army
was conlinuing operations against “the terrorist organiza-

tions in rural Idlib” and had widened ils area of control
around the rebel-held town ol Khan Sheikhoun, currently
a focal point of the offensive. Russia and Syria have said
their forces are not targeting civilians but militants
including the Nusra Front, a jihadist group known today
as Hayal Tahrir Al-Sham.

Ahmad Al-Dbis, salely and securily manager for the

US-based Union of Medical Care and Reliel

Organizations (UOSSM), which supporls medical facili-
ties in the northwest, said the bombardment had widened
into populated areas where there were no military posi-
tions. “They are being targeted to drive the people
Llowards forced displacement,” he told Reuters. Dbis said
the number of civilians killed by government or Russian
forces stood at more than 730 since late April. —Reuters
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QAMISHLI: People and security forces gather at the scene of a
car bomb explosion in the Kurdish-majority city of Qamishli in
northeastern Syria’s Hasakeh province yesterday. —AFP
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India reimposes some curbs on
movement, phones in Kashmir

Authorities reverse decision as online rumors spread

SRINAGAR: Indian authorities reimposed
restrictions on movement in major parts of
[Kashmir’s biggest cily, Srinagar, yesterday
after violent overnight clashes between resi-
dents and police in which dozens were injured,
two senior officials and evewilnesses said.
They also reversed a decision to allow inter-
net and mobile phone use in parts of the
Jammu region, according to one official, amid
concerns about the spread of rumors online.

In the past 24 hours, there has been a
series of protests against New Delhi’s Aug 5
revocation of Jammu and Kashmir state’s
autonomy. This followed an easing in curbs on
movement and phone use on Saturday morn-
ing. The state government has said that it has
not imposed a curfew over the past two
weeks, butl vesterday people were being
turned back at multiple roadblocks set up in
the city in the past few hours.

Security forces al some roadblocks have
told residents there is a curfew. Two senior
government officials told Reuters that at least
two dozen people were admilted Lo hospitals
with pellet injuries after violent clashes broke
out in the old city on Saturday night.

Representatives in the Jammu and KKashmir
government in Srinagar and the federal govern-
ment in New Delhi did not immediately return
calls asking about the latest clampdown or
seeking an assessment of the number of injuries
and clashes. One of the official sources said
that people pelted security forces with stones
in around two dozen places across Srinagar. He

said that the intensity of the stone pelting
protests has increased over past few days.

Chilli grenades

The heavy overnight clashes took place
moslly in Rainawari, Nowhelta and Gojwara
areas of the old city where Indian troops fired
tear smoke, chilly grenades and pellets to dis-
perse prolesters, eyewilnesses and officials
said. Chilly grenades contain very spicy chili
pepper, and produce a major eye and skin
irritant, as well as a pungent smell, when they
are unleashed. The officials, who declined to
be identified because they aren’t supposed Lo
talk to the media, said clashes also took place
in other parts of the city including Soura, a
hotbed of prolests in the past two weeks.

A senior government official and hospital
authorities at Srinagar’s main hospital said
that at least 17 people came there with pellet
injuries. They said 12 were discharged while
five with grievous injuries were admitted. The
hospilal officials and a police officer told
Reuters that a 65-year-old man, Mohammad
Ayub of Braripora, was admitted to the hospi-
tal after he had major breathing difficulties
when lear gas and chilli grenades were fired in
old city area on Saturday afternoon. He died
in the hospital on Saturday night and has
already been buried, they said.

Blocking the way
Javed Ahmad, aged 35, and from the
wealthy Rajbagh area of Srinagar, was pre-

vented from going to the old city yesterday
morning by paramilitary police at a barricade
near the city centre. “I had to visit my parents
there. Troops had blocked the road with con-
certina wire. They asked me to go back as
there was curfew in the area,” he said.

Telephone landlines were restored in parts
of the city on Saturday after a 12-day black-
oul, and remained open yesterday. The state
government has said that most telephone
exchanges in the region would start working
today. The internet and cell phones remain
blocked in Kashmir. More than 500 political
or communily leaders and aclivists remained
in detention, and some have been flown to
prisons outside the state.

For 30 years in the part of Kashmir that it
controls, India has been fighting a revolt in
which at least 50,000 people have been killed.
Crilics say Lhe decision lo revoke aulonomy
will cause further alienation and fuel the armed
resistance. The change will allow non-resi-
dents to buy property in Jammu and Kashmir,
and end the practice of reserving stale gov-
ernmenl jobs for local residents. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's government has said
the measure is necessary lo integrate Kashmir
fully into India and speed up its development.

4,000 detained
Meanwhile, thousands of people have been
detained in Indian Kashmir over fears of out-
breaks of unrest after New Delhi stripped the
restive region of its autonomy two weeks ago,

L

KASHMIR: Indian Kashmiri people travel in Shikara boats at Dal Lake in Srinagar yesterday.
Thousands of people have been detained in Indian Kashmir over fears of unrest since New Delhi
stripped the restive region of its autonomy two weeks ago, government sources said. — AFP

government sources said. A magistrate speaking
to AFP on condition of anonymity said at least
4,000 people were arrested and held under the
Public Safety Act (PSA), a controversial law that
allows authorities to imprison someone for up to
two years without charge or trial.

“Most of them were flown out of Kashmir
because prisons here have run out of capac-
ity,” the magistrale said, adding that he had
used a satellite phone allocated to him to

collate the figures from colleagues across
the Himalayan territory amid a communica-
tions blackout imposed by authorities.
Authorities have repeatedly declined to pro-
vide a lally of how many people have been
taken into custody, apart from confirming
more than 100 local politicians, activists and
academics were delained in the first few
days after the state was stripped of its semi-
autonomous status. — Agencies

10,000 homeless
after fire razes
Bangladesh slum

DHAKA: At least 10,000 people are homeless after a mas-
sive fire swept through a crowded slum in the Bangladesh
capital and destroyed thousands of shanties, officials said
vesterday. The fire broke out at in Dhaka’s Mirpur neigh-
borhood late on Iriday and razed around 2,000 mostly tin
shacks, fire services official Ershad Hossain said. “I could
not salvage a single thing. I don’t know what will I do,” 58-
year-old Abdul Hamid, who ran a tea stall inside the slum,
told AFP as he broke down in tears.

Authorities eventually got the blaze under control and
no-one was killed, although several people had minor
injuries, [irefighters said. Many residents - largely low-
income garment factory workers - were not in the slum
as they had left their homes to celebrate the Muslim Eid
Al-Adha holiday with their families. “Otherwise, the dam-
age would have been bigger,” local police chief Golam
Rabbani said.

Around 10,000 people have taken refuge in crammed
camps at nearby schools closed for the weeklong holiday,
according to Hossain. “We are providing them with food,
water, mobile toilets, and electricity supply,” municipal
official Shafiul Azam said, adding that authorities were try-
ing to find permanent accommodation. Some families have

Fears in US of a
bad peace deal
with Taleban

WASHINGTON: An Afghanistan peace agreement that
the US seems close Lo reaching with the Taleban has
prompted worries that President Donald Trump’s desire to
quickly withdraw US troops could further plunge the
country into civil war. Trump said Friday he was pleased
with talks on ending the war, 18 years after the September
11, attacks that prompted the US invasion of Afghanistan in
the first place.

In recent days several US officials have suggested that
an accord could be imminent in discussions with the
Taleban in Qatar. The US negoliator, Zalmay Khalilzad, is
expected to return to the region very soon in hopes of
sealing an agreement with the Afghan rebel force. Such a
potentially historic accord has raised an outcry from an
eclectic assortment of critics in Washington, ranging from
neo-conservalives Lo [ormer Democralic administration
officials to ex-military heroes.

In tweets, interviews and op-ed pieces in newspapers
they are cautioning against hastily bringing home the
14,000 US troops in Afghanistan, a warning which some
hope will also score points ahead of next year’s presiden-
tial election. And they are calling on Trump to treat this
war as he did North Korea and its nuclear weapons and
insist on no deal rather than a bad deal.

“Under no circumstances should the Trump administra-
tion repeat the mistake its predecessor made in Iraq and
agree Lo a total withdrawal of combat forces from
Alghanistan,” retired general David Petracus, who used Lo
command those soldiers, warned in a piece for The Wall
Street Journal. He was referring to Barack Obama and how
the withdrawal of US forces from Iraq helped fuel the
emergence of the Islamic State group. The main points of
the peace accord being negotiated with the Taleban are
known: US soldiers would withdraw in exchange for a
pledge from them not to let Al-Qaeda or the Islamic State
group operate in the territory that the Taleban controls.
There would also be an immediate ceasclire, and the
Taleban would begin talks with the Afghan government,
with which the rebels have until now refused all dialogue.

A ‘messy, forever war’

Withdrawal of US troops is sought by the American
public, has been promised by Trump and is a talking point
of several Democratic presidential hopefuls. The risk is
that it will intensify the war. This “will depend on the
details,” said Laurel Miller, former senior US Stale
Department official responsible for Afghanistan and
Pakistan. There is much speculation as to what those
details might entail. For instance, it scems the Taleban are
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DHAKA: Resident gather charred debris in a slum in Dhaka yesterday, after a fire broke out late on August 17 at

Mirpur neighborhood. — AFP

erected tarpaulins to shelter them from bouts of rain dur-
ing the monsoon season, but the wet conditions have
turned the fields muddy.

Experts say fires are [requent in Dhaka due Lo lax sale-
Lty measures. Al least 100 people have been killed so far
this year in building fires across the densely populated

e s

metropolitan city. In 2012, a fire swept through a nine-
storey garment faclory near Dhaka killing 111 workers. An
investigation found it was caused by sabotage and that
managers al the plant had prevented viclims from escap-
ing. A 2010 fire in Nimtoli, one of the most densely popu-
lated districts of the capital, killed 123 people. — AFP

DOHA: Mohammad Nabi Omari (center left), a Taleban member formerly held by the US at Guantanamo Bay,
Taleban negotiator Abbas Stanikzai (center right), and former Taleban intelligence deputy Mawlawi Abdul Haq
Wasiq (right) walk with another Taleban member during the Intra Afghan Dialogue talks in Doha. — AFP

prepared to call a ceasefire with US troops but not with
the Afghan army. A lolal, absolute withdrawal of US forces
has at least been on the negoliating table and it has never
been ruled out in Washington. “If we leave Afghanistan
withoul a counter-terrorism force, without intelligence-
gathering capabilities, ISIS will re-emerge, al Qaida will
come back, they will occupy safe havens in Afghanistan,
they will hit the homeland, they will come after us all over
the world,” Senator Lindsey Graham told Fox News.

Graham, who takes credit for persuading Trump to keep
some lroops in Syria after announcing a lotal pullout,
insisted that Afghanistan needs a “continuing US pres-
ence” and America requires a “meaningful counter-terror-
ism force” there. Trump has promised only a strong intelli-
gence gathering presence. And some in his administration
want any future counter-terrorism operations to be
launched from other countries.

“Effective counter-terrorism operations in Afghanistan
- and, just as important, in neighboring tribal areas of
Pakistan - will prove all but impossible absent an enduring
US footprint on Afghan soil,” Petraeus wrote in a piece co-
signed by Afghanistan expert Vance Serchuk. Another
issue is the timelable of a US withdrawal. Trump, seeking a
second term in office, wants to announce the pullout
before the election in November 2020. But there have
been signs in recent days pointing to a withdrawal actually
completed around the time of the election.

Setting a timetable now “means the Taleban will enter
subsequent talks among Afghans having already achieved
their main goal and with their stature and bargaining posi-
tion thereby enhanced,” Miller wrote in Foreign Policy. She
argued that there should be a phased US withdrawal
linked to specific progress in the Afghan peace process,
such as adoption of a revised constitution with power-

sharing features and subsequent elections. Without a clear
pledge from the Taleban to repudiate Al-Qaeda and
respect women’s rights, among others, and without verifi-
cation mechanisms, “we will not be ending the war - we
will be retreating and ceding the battlefield to our enemies,
including the organization that harbored the terrorists
responsible for killing nearly 3,000 Americans on 9/11,”
said Republican lawmaker Liz Cheney. At the Pentagon,
officials are cautious. “IU's an ugly, messy, forever war. It is
probably going to be messy to get out,” one military
source at the Pentagon said. — AFP

Ambulance driver
killed in Myanmar;
army, rebels battle

YANGON: A volunteer ambulance driver was killed in
Myanmar’s remote northeast as clashes between the
army and ethnic insurgents escalated over the weekend,
state media reported vesterday. The area near the
Chinese border has been riven by armed conflict for
decades, but a fresh round of violence was sparked this
week when a coalition of armed groups launched joint
allacks against a military academy and police outposts,
killing at least 15. The army claims the attacks were
relaliation for massive drug seizures in July, but insur-
gents say they were responding to military offensives.
An ambulance from a local philanthropy group work-

Houthi rebels appoint
Tehran ‘ambassador’

DUBAI: Yemen’s Iran-linked Houthi rebels have
appointed an “ambassador” in Tehran, a step con-
demned by the internationally recognized government
as a breach of international laws. The Islamic republic
made no announcement about accepting the appoint-
ment of an ambassador for the Houthis, who control
the Yemeni capilal Sanaa and much of the north.

The Houthi-run Al-Masirah TV said late Saturday
that a “presidential decree was issued appointing
Ibrahim Mohammed Mohammed Al-Dailami as an
ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary for the
republic of Yemen to the Islamic republic of Iran.”
Yemeni President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi severed
diplomatic relations with Iran in October 2015, accus-
ing Tehran of providing military aid Lo the rebels.
Tehran has denied the accusation but publicly offers
strong political backing to the Shiite Houthis. The
Yemeni government denounced the naming of an
ambassador.

“The exchange of diplomatic relations between
Tehran regime and the Houthi militias breaches the
international laws and norms and contravenes United
Nations Security Council resolutions related to the
Yemen crisis,” the government said in a statement on
Twitter. It said the step has exposed the hidden rela-
tionship between the Houthis and Iran. The announce-
ment comes after Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah Ali
IChamenei held talks in Tehran on Tuesday with a
Houthi delegation headed by rebel spokesman
Mohammed Abdul Salam. Khamenei renewed his sup-
port for the Houthis and accused Iran’s foes of a “plot”
to partition the country.

Yemen has witnessed intense fighting between the
Houthis and government forces since the rebels
entered Sanaa in September 2014 and drove Hadi into
exile in Saudi Arabia. A Saudi-led coalition intervened
in March 2015 to support the government forces. The
conflict has claimed the lives of tens of thousands of
people and displaced around 3.3 million since 2015.
Two-thirds of the population-about 20 million people-
require humanitarian support, according to the United
Nations. — AFP

TEHRAN: A handout picture provided by the office of
Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei shows
him (right) meeting with Mohammed Abdul-Salam,
spokesman for Yemen'’s Houthi rebels. — AFP

ing around the town of Lashio came under assault by
insurgent sniper and artillery fire on Saturday, the state-
owned Global New Light of Myanmar reported. The
attack killed 58-year-old driver Tun Myint, his wife Tin
Tin Ave said. “The car was hit when they were trying to
turn back from the mission because of intense fighting,”
she said. Video circulating online that could not be inde-
pendently verified showed an overturned ambulance on
the side of a road and workers [rantically transferring a
limp body to another vehicle.

The Taaung National Liberation Army, one of the
members of the Northern Alliance coalition of insurgent
groups, said it was unclear who was responsible for the
allack. “As the fighting was intensifying, it is hard lo say
who to blame,” the TNLA’s Mai Aik Kyaw said.
Myanmar security forces clearing mines near a bridge
also found a weapons cache with dozens of explosive
devices, detonators and grenades, according to state
media. The US Embassy in Yangon has issued a travel
warning for areas near the recent fighting and on Friday
urged “restraint” from all sides in the conflict. — AFP
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Shadows still loom
around Epstein after
sex predator’s death

week after his death, multimillionaire Jeffrey
AEpslein is being seen not only as a sexual pred-

ator with an insatiable appetite but also one
whose proclivities were known in his well-heeled
world. Even in a country where numerous powerful
men have been brought down by revelations of the
#MecToo movement, Epstein’s alleged sexual aggres-
sions against underaged girls and young women stand
out as shocking. His suicide on Aug 10 in a federal jail
in Manhattan provided the latest jolt - but no final clo-
sure - o his disturbing story.

From 2,000 pages of court documents released the
day before his death, as well as new lawsuits against
his estate and those who
allegedly recruited his
young viclims, emerge a
sordid picture of a man
who claimed a “biological”
need for sex three limes a
day. The plaintiffs - some
of them poor and underage
at the time of the alleged
abuses in the early 2000s
- say Epstein’s “recruiters”
approached them outside
their schools or at their
workplaces.

These women allegedly
persuaded the girls they
could earn hundreds of dollars by providing non-sexual
massages Lo a man described as a powerful New
Yorker. Once in the wealthy financier’s Manhattan resi-
dence they were taken to a “massage room” decorated
with photos of nude women - there to be sexually
abused, even raped, several women have testified.
Epstein used similar methods to recruit and abuse girls
at his opulent residence in Palm Beach, Florida, accord-
ing lo legal proceedings in that state. He allegedly did
the same on his private island in the Caribbean, import-
ing girls on a jet dubbed the “Lolita Express”.

He also owned pricey properties in New Mexico
and Paris, though no sordid details have emerged from
those venues. But his address book, published in 2015
by the now-defunct Gawker website, included dozens
of names linked to those locations, listed under
“Massages”. As authorities investigate Epstein’s death
- and his living associales - little doubt remains about
the extent of his sexual obsessions.

Jeffrey Epstein

‘Lots of them, mostly young’

No less a figure than Donald Trump, then a jet-set-
ting New York real estate mogul, commented in 2002
on Epstein’s predilection for young women. A year lat-
er, Vanity Fair reported that “Epstein is known about
town as a man who loves women - lots of them, mostly
young.” But it was only in 2005, after an alleged vic-
tim’s mother complained to police, that an investigation
turned up evidence linking him to sexual abuse of at
least 30 young girls.

An agreement struck in 2007 between his lawyers
and then US attorney Alex Acosta - who was named
US labor secretary by Trump before resigning in July
amid fresh scrutiny of the deal - resulted in Epstein
facing an unusually light sentence on state prostitution
charges. He spent 13 months in jail, allowed out daily to
tend to business. Now officially a sexual offender,
Epstein apparently continued pursuing his obsession.

In Aug 2018 he told a New York Times interviewer
there were times in history when sex with teenage girls
was acceplable, and that criminalizing il was an aber-
ration. But while Epstein could be witty and charming -
he was passionate about the piano and could hold his
own in discussions with Nobel Prize-winning scientists
- he was secrelive aboul his business dealings, journal-
ists who knew him say. “He’s a classic iceberg,” long-
time friend Rosa Monckton told Vanity Fair. “What you
see is not what you get.”

Epstein’s carecer began a bil improbably in the
1970s, when he landed a job as a math teacher al a
prestigious private school in Manhattan. He met and
endeared himself to Alan “Ace” Greenberg, then the
boss of investment firm Bear Stearns, while tutoring
Greenberg’s son. Epstein eventually landed a job there,
before quitting in 1981 to found his own financial advi-
sory firm. According to Vanity Fair, it was the influential
financier Steven Hoffenberg who introduced Epstein -
the son of a parks employee in blue-collar Brooklyn -
to jet-set circles. (Hoffenberg was later sentenced to
20 years in prison for defrauding some 3,000 investors
in a Ponzi scheme.)

Moving in rarefied circles that included Bill
Clinton and Britain’s Prince Andrew, Epstein was
particularly close to Leslie Wexner, a billionaire
whose company owned the Victoria’s Secret lingerie
stores. Wexner says he cul off dealings with Epstein
10 years ago, accusing him of misappropriating “vast
sums of money”. — AFP

All articles appearing on this page are the
personal opinion of the writers. Kuwait
Times takes no responsibility for views
expressed therein.
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This photo taken on Aug 8, 2019 shows the exterior of Darulaman Palace, which is undergoing a complete renovation, in Kabul. — AFP

Afghan palace emerges from ruins on

welders haslily fuse a sweeping melal bannister Lo a

grand slaircase. Outside, gardeners spray lorrents of
water over the parched earth, willing the grass to grow.
They have just days to finish a total renovation of the
once-ruined Darulaman Palace, a hulking showpiece of
Afghan architecture that came to symbolize the coun-
try’s turmoils during decades of war.

With questions looming over Afghanistan’s future
and a possible deal between the US and the Taleban
imminent, the war-torn nation is this month hoping to
briefly celebrale ils past - and Darulaman will be the
centerpiece. Work at the famed palace must be com-
pleted by today (Aug 19), the date marking 100 years
ol Afghan independence [rom Britain, when President
Ashraf Ghani will inaugurate the newly renovated
structure.

The final use for Darulaman - which means “Abode
of Peace” - has not been finalized, but at least part will
be turned into a museum. Perched on a hill with an
imposing view of Kabul, Darulaman was a total wreck
until recently. Its roof was destroyed, its walls crumbling
and pock-marked by bullet holes, and the once-magnif-
icenl neo-classical exterior covered in graffiti and
appearing close to collapse.

But in 2016 Ghani ordered the palace’s renovation
and, after finalizing design plans, construction work
began in earnest in March 2018. Project manager Javid
Hammad said reconstructing Darulaman is vital to
Afghanistan, as the work promises a new beginning
after so much conflict. “The message of the Darulaman
Palace is a message of peace, securily, brotherhood and
coexistence,” Hammad told AFP during a recent tour of
the site, where about 500 workers are toiling round the
clock to get the job done.

The $10.5-million renovation has been a boon to
Kabul's workforce. Cedar trimmings in high-ceilinged
rooms that come [rom Kunar province in the west, and
marble fittings from the western cily of Heral mean
businesses around the country have benefitted.

Inside an imposing building in Kabul, a team of

Testament to a troubled past
But not everyone is happy the palace is being
returned to its former glory, wondering if the money
could have been put to better use in one of the world’s

Miami: Beach parties,
gators on golf courses...
and new tech hub?

iami is famous for beach parties, gators that wan-

der onto golfl courses and iguanas that tumble out

of palm trees. But now the city of “Scarface” and
“Miami Vice” is vving lo become a new powerhouse of
Lech stlartups that some in the business hope will spawn a
novel phenomenon - the “iguanacorn”. The word is meant
to represent the tropical answer to the Silicon Valley “uni-
corns,” slart-ups that are worth more than $1 billion.

While still lagging behind San Francisco and New York,
the Florida city is trying to position itself as a tech hub,
and already has its first “unicorns” under its belt. They
include ParkJockey, which has disrupted the car parking
sector, and Magic Leap, which takes users into the world
ol augmented realily. Looking to surl the Florida tech
wave, so-called startup accelerators - firms that invest in
fledgling tech ventures and speed up their early develop-
ment - are slarling Lo pop up in southern Florida.

Among the leaders is 500 Startups, which opened a
Miami branch last year, as well as TheVentureCity, set up
Lwo years ago Lo offer opportunities to Latin American
and European entrepreneurs who lack Silicon Valley con-
tacts. “Not everyone comes from Stanford or Columbia,
from MIT, and has their own ‘network’ built up in San
Francisco,” said Laura Gonzalez-Estefani, a former
Facebook executive and co-founder of TheVentureCity.

The idea of her company is o “identify the best busi-
nesses outside of Silicon Valley and give them a boost,”
she told AFP. She jokingly refers to such ventures as
“iguanacorns”. “Iguanacorns’ is the way we tag the uni-
corns that are coming from emerging tech hubs,” she
said. In keeping with that idea, her office is decorated
with pictures of unicorns and their tropical, reptilian
cousins. Ana Gonzalez, head of 500 Startups Miami -
which has its main headquarters in Silicon Valley - said
that Miami’s “entrepreneurial ecosystem is al an inflec-
tion point”. Her goal too is to “connect resources and
expertise from Silicon Valley with Latin America and the
Southeast United States.”

Diverse market
Miami is already an international city, home Lo a diverse

poorest countries. “It is a good thing to rebuild
Darulaman Palace, but if this money would have been
spenl on solving people’s problems thal would have
been better,” local shopkeeper Ali said. Another Kabul
resident, Ghulam Mohammad, said the battered palace
should have been left in ils eerie, ruined condilion as a
testament to Afghan’s troubled past. “It should have
remained the same so people can remember how brutal
the war was,” Mohammad told AFP. “Prior Lo the recon-
struction, the palace was beautiful.”

On Aug 19, 1919, London and Kabul signed the
Anglo-Afghan Treaty in which Britain recognized

Renovation
a boon to
workforce

Afghan independence and vowed that British India
would nol extend wesl beyond the Khyber Pass.
Designed by German engineers for King Amanullah
IKhan in the early 1920s, Darulaman Palace was original-
ly intended to be the location for Afghanistan’s new
parliament. But over the years, due lo shifting political
currents, it has also seen a string of other uses including
as a home for various government ministries, a medical
school and a museum.

It was gutted by fire in 1968, and since then has been
repeatedly caught up in Afghanistan’s conflicts. It was
again set ablaze during a coup attempt in 1978, and was
subsequently shelled during fighting in the 1990s.
Alghans today are nervously awailing the outcome of a
deal between the US and the Taleban. The Pentagon is
widely expected to cul its troop presence in return for
various guarantees from its longtime foe, but many in
Afghanistan do not trust the insurgents and worry they
will try to seize power. — AFP

mix of Latinos and Europeans who can snack on Cuban
croquelles or cross the street and find Russian “syrnikis”,
pancakes stuffed with coltage cheese. Fifty-three percent
of the city’s 2.7 million residents are foreign-born, and
locals joke that Miami is the only foreign city Americans
can visil without a passport. That diversity offers startups
access to markets on the US East Coast, Latin America
and Europe, according to experts.

Additional draws include low laxes, a lower cost of liv-
ing compared to San Francisco and New York, and a
pleasant climate - il you don’t mind hurricanes. “A big per-
cenlage of our entrepreneurs are nol from here,” said
Brian Breslin, head of the University of Miami’s
Entrepreneurship Center.

“Whether il's South America or Europe or other parts
of the United States, they're coming here for lifestyle rea-
sons, cost-of-living reasons, safety/security, access to dif-
ferent markets. So there’s a lot of different value-adds of
being here compared to, say, going to San Francisco, or
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Laura Gonzalez-Estefani (right), founder and CEO of TheVentureCity, and co-founder Clara Bullrich pose as they
attend a meeting at TheVentureCity office in Miami on Aug 9, 2019. — AFP
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In this photo taken on Aug 1, 2019 an Afghan laborer
works on the renovation of Darulaman Palace.

New York, or Boston, or any of the other traditional tech
hubs,” he said. According to 2019’s Global Startup
Ecosystem Report, which analyzes the health of tech
ecosystems around the world, Miami is one of the ten
cities to emerge as a hub this year, and ranks in the top 30
of the most important startup centers globally. Tech sector
workers in the city increased by 40 percent between 2012
and 2018, the report said, noting that “Miami is becoming
a lech powerhouse”.

And Breslin said the cycle of growth in more estab-
lished tech hubs indicates that more expansion is yet to
come. “I don'’t think we’ve peaked yel. I think there’s still
growth to be had,” he said. “People go work at Facebook,
or Google, make a ton of money and go start a new busi-
ness. And we're just now gelling o that point where peo-
ple made a lot of money working at Chewy.com, at
Ultimate Software, hopefully soon at Magic Leap, and then
those people will turn around and start the next wave of
businesses,” he said. — AFP
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Trump takes a step back in trade war,
Economic data add to growth worries

Huawei launches new distributed
operating system, HarmonyQS
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MOSCOW: A woman passes a notice advertising loans, with a church seen in the background, in downtown Moscow. — AFP
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Easy credit poses threat to Russian economy

Minister warns borrowing could lead to another recession

MOSCOW: New machines popping up in Russian
shopping centers seem innocuous enough-users insert
their passport and receive a small loan in a matter of
minutes. But the devices, which dispense credit in
Saint Petersburg malls at a sky-high annual rate of
365 percent, are another sign of a credit boom that
has authorities worried.

Russians, who have seen their purchasing power
decline in recent years, are borrowing more and more
to buy goods or simply to make ends meet.

The level of loans has grown so much in the last 18
months that the economy minister warned it could
contribute to another recession. But it’s a sensitive
topic. Limiting credit would deprive houscholds of
financing that is somelimes vilal, and could hobble
already sltagnant growth.

The Russian economy was badly hit in 2014 by
falling oil prices and Western sanctions over
Moscow’s role in Ukraine, and il has yel to [ully
recover. “Tightening lending conditions could immedi-

alely damage growth,” Nalalia Orlova, chiel econo-
misl al Alfa Bank, said. “Conlinuing retail loan growth
is currently the main supporting factor,” she noted.
But “the situation could blow up in 2021,” Economy
Minister Maxim Oreshkin warned in a recent inter-
view with the Ekho Moskvy radio slalion. He said
measures were being prepared to help indebted
Russians. According to Oreshkin, consumer credil’s
share of houschold debt increased by 25 percent last
year and now represents 1.8 trillion rubles, around
$27.5 billion.

For a third of indebted housecholds, he said, credit
reimbursement eats up 60 percent of their monthly
income, pushing many to take out new loans to repay
old ones. Alfa Bank’s Orlova said other countries in
the region, for example in Eastern Europe, had even
higher levels of overall consumer debt as a percentage
of national output or GDP. But Russian debt is “not
spread equally, it is mainly held by lower income
classes,” which are less likely to repay, she said.

‘People don’t have money’

The situation has led Lo [riction belween the govern-
ment and the central bank, with ministers like Oreshkin
criticizing it for not doing enough to restrict loans.
Meanwhile, economic growth slowed sharply early this
year [ollowing recoveries in 2017 and 2018, with an
increase of just 0.7 percent in the first half of 2019 from
the same period a year earlier. That was far {rom the
4.0 percent annual target set by President Vladimir
Putin-a difficult objective while the countlry is subject
to Western sanctions.

With 19 million people living below the poverty line,
Russia is in dire need of development. “The problem is
that people don’t have money,” Andrei Kolesnikov of
the Carnegie Centre in Moscow wrole recently. “This is
why we can physically feel the trepidation of the finan-
cial and economic authorities,” he added.

Kolesnikov described the government’s economic
policy as something that “essentially boils down to col-
lecting additional cash [rom the population and spend-

ing it on goals indicated by the state.” At the beginning
of his fourth presidential term in 2018, Putin unveiled
ambitious “national projects.”

The cost of those projects-which fall into 12 cate-
gories that range [rom health to infrastructure-is esti-
mated at $400 billion by 2024, of which $115 billion is
to come from private investment.

A rise in value-added tax on January 1 that was pre-
sented as crucial for the projects contributed to Putin’s
fall in popularity over the last year. “If the debt bubble
suddenly bursts, how will people behave?” Kolesnikov
asked. “They will be left without money” while authori-
ties continue to spend on grand but ultimately unprof-
itable projects, the analyst warned.

He cited grandiose “patriotic” undertakings such as
a bridge connecling Sakhalin island o the mainland in
far eastern Russia, and the creation of a “Russian
Vatican” in the ancient monastery town of Sergiev
Posad outside Moscow. That will come at a “diabolical
cost”, he quipped. — AFP

Argentine economy
minister Dujovne resigns
amid deepening crisis

BUENOS AIRES: Argentina’s Economy Minister Nicolas Dujovne
resigned Salurday after a week ol economic tlumult caused by
President Mauricio Macri’s defeat in a primary poll ahead of a general
election. Dujovne will be replaced by Hernan Lacunza, economy minis-
ter for Buenos Aires province, Argentine media reported.

The country’s peso ended the week having shed 20 percent of its
value against the US dollar as both Fitch and S&P cut the South
American country’s long-term credit rating, citing increased uncertain-
Ly and a rising risk of defaull.

Dujovne said, in a letter posted on the website of La Nacion news-
paper, he was “convinced that, under the circumstances, the (govern-
menl’s) management needs significant renewal in the economic arena.”
He leaves in the middle of a deepening economic crisis following last
Sunday’s primary elections in which market-friendly Macri was dealt a
huge blow in his bid [or re-election when he polled 15 points less than
cenler-left Peronist candidate Alberto Fernandez.

The primaries serve as a bellwether for general elections in Oclober.
Dujovne’s announcement marks the first change in Macri’s cabinel
since volers went Lo the polls. Fitch, which downgraded Argentina’s
credil rating two nolches to “CCC,” said the center-right’s defeal
“increases risks of a break from the policy strategy of the current
administration of Mauricio Macri guided by a program with the IME”

Fernandez, now the clear favorite to unseat Macri, has questioned
the reform program backed by a $56 billion rescue package from the
International Monelary Fund.

e

BUENOS AIRES: In this file photo, Argentine President Mauricio Macri
(left) poses with his new Finance Minister Nicolas Dujovne after swear-
ing him in. Dujovne resigned from his position on Saturday. — AFP

Standard & Poor’s dropped Argentina’s rating a single grade from
“B” to “B-." “My resignation is consistent with a government and polit-
ical space that listens to the people and that acts accordingly,”
Dujovne said, in a clear message Lo the Argentine electorate, which still
has two months left until voting in the presidential elections. The coun-
try is currently in a recession and posted 22 percent inflation for the
first half of the year-one of the highest rates in the world-but the IMF
said Macri’s reform program was beginning to vield results. — AFP

Germany has
fiscal muscle to
counter next
crisis: Scholz

BERLIN: Germany has the fiscal
strength Lo counler any fulure economic
crisis “with full force”, Finance Minister
Olaf Scholz said yesterday, suggesting
Berlin could make available up to 50 bil-
lion euros ($55 billion) of extra spending.
With its economy on the brink of reces-
sion and borrowing costs at record lows,
Germany is facing pressure al home and
abroad to ditch its pledge to target bal-
anced budgets and instead boost invest-
ment by taking on new debt.

A governmenl official told Reuters
earlier this month that the finance min-
istry was loying with the idea of issuing
debt in line with the more formal debt-
brake rules to help finance a climate pro-
tection program. Speaking al a govern-
ment “open day” news conference,
Scholz acknowledged the debale about
debt-financed spending but said a state
should live within its means in economic

good limes, nol least because Lhis meant
it would be better placed to act when
things go wrong.

Germany’s debl level is expected Lo
fall to roughly 58 percent of economic
output this year from 60.9 percent the
previous year, putting it below the
European Union’s debt ceiling of 60 per-
cent and giving it more flexibility on
future spending. “So if we have a debt
level in Germany in relation lo economic
output that is below 60 percent, then this
is the strength we have Lo counter a cri-
sis with (ull force,” Scholz said.

Scholz said the global financial crisis in
2008/2009 had cost Germany roughly
50 billion euros, adding: “And we have Lo
be able to muster that (sum of money).
And we can muster that. That’s the good
news.” The finance ministry declined Lo
comment on a media report on Friday that
said Berlin would be prepared to ditch its
balanced budget rule and take on new
debt to counter a possible recession.

The German economy contracted 0.1
percent quarter-on-quarter from April to
June, pushing Europe’s biggest economy
close to a recession as sentiment surveys
and industrial orders data suggest hardly
any improvement in the third quarter.
Most economists define a recession as a
period of at least two consecutive quar-
Lers of contraction. — Reuters
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Trump takes a step back in trade war,
worries

Economic data add to growth

UK’s upbeat data overshadowed by Brexit worries

KUWAIT: US President Donald Trump has taken a
step back in trade conflict. The Trump administration
said it would delay its imposition of 10 percent larilfs
as threatened two weeks ago on a series of consumer
goods until December. About $250 billion of the
goods have already been hit by 25 percent duties. The
IMF last month cited trade tensions as one of the
biggest risks Lo the global economy as it downgraded
its growth forecast for the third time. Following the
news, equities shined and risk on mode flooded global
markets. Yet the positive move was short lived as data
increased fears over global growth and sent investors
[leeing Lo save-haven assels.

As a result, vields of US and UK 10-year govern-
menl bond yields dipped below those of shorter-
maturity debt - an inversion which has historically
preceded a recession. The 10-year US Treasury rate
slid below the 2-year for the first lime since 2007,
while the 30-year vield fell to its lowest level on
record and broke below 2 percent. On the equities
side, volatility was the main theme of Wall Street. The
Dow Jones gained around 390 points following
Trumps announcement of delaying the additional tar-
iffs. A short-lived gain as the very next day the index
lost 556 points due to global growth worries.

On the monetary policy front, the futures market is
pricing in 100 percent chance of a rate cut by the Fed
in the upcoming September meeting. While data out
of the US remains upbeat, traders are pricing in a 37
percent chance of a 50 basis point cut by the Fed,
while 63 percent are expecting a 25 basis point cut.
With mounting daily pressure from US President
Trump on the Fed to case their monetary policy fast,
FOMC members will be carefully assessing the trade-
war implications along with yield curve inversion
before making their decision on US interest rates.

US data remain resilient

US retail sales grew more than expected last
month in a sign that consumers continued to support
the world’s largest economy. Headline retail sales
grew 0.7 percent in July, exceeding the previous
month’s rise, and economists’ expectations for a 0.3
percent rise. Core inflation had a bigger surprise as
sales increased by 1 percent, substantially higher
than 0.4 percent anticipated by markets. The opti-
mistic figures follow a rebound in the manufacturing
sector as Philly Fed manufacturing index reading
came al 16.8 al a time the markel was expecling a
reading of 10.1.

The US consumer price index rose 0.3 percent in
July, in line with expectations and higher than the 0.1
percent seen in June. Core CPI - a measure which

uubkgll
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excludes food and energy costs - saw ils strongest
increase since December 2018 at 2.2 percent.
According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics prices
were “broad based” and rose in housing, medical
care, household furnishing, clothing and personal
care. The rise will likely do little to change expecta-
tions that the Federal Reserve will cut interest rates
again next month amid the worsening trade lensions.

In the FX markets, the US dollar rallied amidst
strong retail sales figures and steady CPI readings,
while Europe and China were economies struggled to
produce positive numbers. The dollar index opened
the week at 97.535 and continued its upward momen-
tum and appreciated by 0.63 percent over the past
week reaching a 2-week high of 98.339.

Brexit worries

Consumer prices in the UK rose by 2.1 percent in
July compared to a vear ago. The figure was higher
than June’s figure and is in line with the Bank of
England’s target. Economist are not expecting the
steady course of inflation to last due to a weaker
Pound and a recent pick up in wage growth, both of
which point to higher inflation ahead. Separate figures
also showed that wage growth came at 3.7 percent
and in line with market expectations.

Monthly retail sales data were released last
Thursday showed a 0.2 percent increase, opposite to
the market’s expectation of -0.3 percent reading. The
unexpecled figure pushed the Sterling o last week’s
high of 1.2175 after the massive drop to 1.2015.
Although the UK economy has been producing posi-
live data, the markets are still heavily weighing in the
risks of a Hard-Brexit with Boris Johnson leading the
administration.

Germany on the brink of recession
The German economy contracted in Q2 and the
weak sentiment data suggest negative growth contin-
ued in Q3 as well, which would put the German econ-
omy in a recession. The outlook for the German econ-
omy is worrying. The German economy contracted by
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NEW YORK: The New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) at Wall Street in New York City. —AFP
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This Week's Expected

' Previous P‘UEEH Lew?ls , Range 3-Month
Currencies Open Low High Close Minimum  Maximum Forward
EUR 1.1207 1.1066 1.1231 1.1090 1.0895 1.1190 1.1168
GEP 1.2066 1.2015 - 1.2175 | 1.2149 1.1950 1.2250 1.2206
JPY 105.58 105.056 106.97 - 106.35 104.35 108.35 105.78
| CHF - 0.9659 5 0.9809 ) 0.9675 _
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0.1 percent g/q in the second quarter of 2019 and
grew by only 0.4 percent compared to the same
quarter of 2018 (in seasonally adjusted terms). The Q2
contraction of GDP followed an upside surprise of 0.4
percent q/q growth in Q1, so as a whole the economy
still grew clearly in the first half of the year.

The single currency had a 4-day falling streak and
broke the 1.11 level last Thursday, with increasing
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Burgan Bank
announces
winners of Yawmi
account draw

KUWAIT: Burgan Bank announced yester-
day the names of the daily draw winners of
its Yawmi account draw, each taking home a
cash-prize of KD 5,000.

The lucky winners are:

L. Khaled Rashed Abboud Al-Hajri

2. Rehab Abd Al-Amir Hasan Eidi

In addition to the daily draw, Burgan
Bank also offers a quarterly draw with more
chances o win higher rewards, offering the
chance o one lucky customer to win KD
125,000 every three months. The Yawmi
Account offers daily and quarterly draws,
wherein the quarterly draw requires cus-
tomers Lo maintain a minimum amount of
KD 500 in their account for two months

prior to the draw date. Additionally, every
KD 10 in the account will entitle customers
Lo one chance of winning. If the account
balance is KD 500 and above, the account
holder will be qualified for both the quarter-
Iy and daily draws. Burgan Bank encourages
everyone to open a Yawmi account and/or
increase their deposit to maximize their
chances of becoming a winner. The higher
the level of the deposit, the higher the likeli-
hood to win.

Established in 1977, Burgan Bank is the
youngest commercial Bank and second
largest by assels in Kuwail, with a significant
focus on the corporate and financial institu-
tions sectors, as well as having a growing
retail, and private bank customer base.
Burgan Bank has majority owned subsidiaries
in the MENAT region supported by one of
the largest regional branch networks which
include Gull Bank Algeria - AGB (Algeria),
Bank of Baghdad - BOB (Iraq &
Lebanon), Tunis International Bank - TIB
(Tunisia), and fully owned Burgan Bank -
Turkey, (collectively known as the “Burgan
Bank Group”). Furthermore, Burgan Bank has
a present in the UAE through its corporate
office (“Burgan Financial Services Limited)

which had helped the bank to participate in
multiple {inancing opportunities in the UAE.

The Bank has continuously improved its
performance over the vears through an
expanded revenue structure, diversified
funding sources, and a strong capilal base.
The adoption of state-of-the-art services
and technology has positioned it as a trend-
setter in the domestic market and within the
MENA region. Burgan Bank’s brand has been
created on a foundation of real values - of
trust, commitment, excellence, and progres-
sion, Lo remind us of the high standards Lo
which we aspire. ‘People come first’ is the
foundation on which its products and servic-
es are developed. The bank was re-certified
with the prestigious ISO 9001:2015, making
it the one of the few banks in the GCC and
Kuwait to receive such certification for the
Fifth consecutive time. The Bank also has to
its credit the distinction of being the only
Bank in Kuwait to have won the JP Morgan
Chase Quality Recognition Award for twelve
consecutive years.

Burgan Bank, a subsidiary of KIPCO
(Kuwait Projects Company), is a strongly
positioned regional Bank in the MENA
region.

0.9980 0.9696

worries on the stealth of the largest economy in the
Eurozone being Germany. The currency lost 1.2 per-
cenl of its value against the US dollar last week and it
is expected to be pressured as weaker data and infla-
tionary pressures handicap the rise of the currency.

Kuwaiti dinar
USD/KWD opened at 0.30395 yesterday morning.

‘stop winning
with “Yawmi"” Account
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Chinese Yuan 0.041943 0.045443
Hong Kong Dollar 0.036987 0.039737
Indian Rupee 0.003764 0.004536
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000017 0.000023
Japanese Yen 0.002789 0.002969
Korean Won 0.000242 000257
Malaysian Ringgit 0.069277 0.075277
Nepalese Rupee 0.002682 0.003022
Pakistan Rupee 0.001358 0.002128
Philippine Peso 0.005821 0.006121
Singapore Dollar 0.214806 0.224806
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001343 0.001923
Taiwan 0.009936 0.010116
Thai Baht 0.009544 0.010094
Vietnamese Dong 0.00013 0.00013
Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.802335 0.810395
Egyptian Pound 0.018683 0.022023
Iranian Riyal 0.000084 0.000086
Iraqi Dinar 0.000210 0.000270
Jordanian Dinar 0.424997 0.433997
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000157 0.000257
Moroccan Dirhams 0.021054 0.045054
Omani Rival 0.786557 0.794458
Qatar Riyal 0.083065 0.083899
Saudi Riyal 0.080193 0.081493
Syrian Pound 0.001292 0.001512
Tunisian Dinar 0.102172 0.110172
Turkish Lira 0.047694 0.057539
UAE Dirhams 0.082352 0.083180
Yemeni Riyal 0.000991 0.001071
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Huawei launches new distributed
operaling system, HarmonyOS

HarmonyOS will deliver an intelligent experience across all user scenarios

i
-

KUWAIT: At the Huawei Developer Conference yesterday,
Huawei launched HarmonyOS - a new microkernel-based,
distributed operating system designed to deliver a cohe-
sive user experience across all devices and scenarios.

Richard Yu, CEO of Huawei’s Consumer Business
Group, explained the company’s thoughts behind develop-
ing this new OS. “We're entering a day and age where
people expect a holistic intelligent experience across all
devices and scenarios. To support this, we felt it was
important to have an operating system with improved
cross-platform capabilities. We needed an OS that sup-
ports all scenarios, that can be used across a broad range
ol devices and platforms, and thal can meel consumer
demand for low latency and strong security.”

“These were our goals with HarmonyOS,” he continued.
“HarmonyOS is completely different from Android and iOS.
It is a microkernel-based, distributed OS that delivers a
smooth experience across all scenarios. It has trustworthy
and secure architecture, and it supports seamless collabora-
tion across devices. You can develop your apps once, then
flexibly deploy them across a range of different devices.”

Traditionally, new operaling systems are released
alongside new types of devices. As early as 10 years ago,
Huawei envisioned a future where intelligence would
seamlessly integrate with all aspects of our lives, and it
began exploring how it might deliver this experience - one
that would transcend the boundaries of physical space and
span different hardware and platforms.

HarmonyOS is a lightweight, compact operating system
with powerful functionality, and it will first be used for
smart devices like smart watches, smart screens, in-vehicle
systems, and smart speakers. Through this implementation
Huawei aims to establish an integrated and shared ecosys-
tem across devices, creale a secure and reliable runtime
environment, and deliver a holistic intelligent experience
across every interaction with every device.

HarmonyOS - Four distinct technical features
An all-scenario, intelligent experience sets a high bar for

Drone buzzes above
vineyard helping
Luxembourg
winegrower

HETTERMILLEN, Luxembourg: Buzzing like a giant
insect over the verdant Moselle Valley, a drone sprays
fungicide over rows of vines. Luxembourg wine produc-
er Corinne Kox began trials of the small unmanned air-
craft last month over part of her century-old family
eslate near the borders with France and Germany.

The test drone, guided by a pilot operating a digital
control panel on the ground, sprays more accurately and
less waslefully than a helicopter which her family some-
times uses, she said.

Kox, who is in her late 30s, is among the trailblazers
in Europe deploying drones in wine production.

“It gives us some flexibility, especially on the slopes,”
she told AFP. “With a tractor, it is sometimes dangerous
to drive right after a rainfall because it slips,” said Kox,
who is gradually assuming management of the 10-
hectare (24.7-acre) estate from her father. Drones have
been in use in California’s Napa Valley vineyards for
some years.

In Europe, meanwhile, drones have been used in
Switzerland for about three years and in Germany since
last year, according to French viticulture expert Robert
Verger. “In France, all aerial treatments in agriculture
are forbidden, and the drone is classed as aerial treal-
menl,” Verger, of France’s leading FNSEA agricultural
union, told AFP.

Steep slopes

Above Hettermillen village on the Moselle River,
Domaine Kox sprawls over lush green limestone slopes,
where grapevines have been cultivated for 2,000 years.
Born in 1919, Kox’s late grandfather Francois launched a
grape productlion business on the estate and her father
and mentor Laurent turned it into a sophisticated vine-
vard and winery in 1977. Kox produces white wines
from Riesling, Pinot Blanc, Auxerrois and
Gewuerztraminer grape varieties. They also turn out a
few sparkling wines as well as reds.

With a wingspan of nearly 1.5 metres (five feet) and
eight propellers, the drone buzzes a metre or so above
the vines, its two flashing green lights protruding like
anlennae. It sprays a liquid mix of sulphur and copper
over the green leaves.

After flying for about five to six minutes, the drone
returns Lo recharge its batteries and refill the plastic
tank with 10 liters (2.6 gallons) of fungicide. It can fly
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conneclivily, so HarmonyOS was designed with four distinct
technical features to deliver on its promise to consumers.

1. Seamless: First-ever device OS with distributed
architecture, delivering a seamless experience across
devices

By adopting distributed architecture and distributed vir-
tual bus technology, HarmonyOS offers a shared communi-
cations platform, distributed data management, distributed
task scheduling, and virtual peripherals. With HarmonyOS,
app developers won't have to deal with the underlying
technology for distributed apps, allowing them to focus on
their own individual service logic. Developing distributed
apps will be easier than ever before. Apps built on
HarmonyOS can run on different devices while delivering a
seamless, collaborative experience across all scenarios.

2. Smooth: Deterministic Latency Engine and high-per-
formance IPC

HarmonyOS will address underperformance challenges
with a Deterministic Latency Engine and high-perfor-
mance Inter Process Communication (IPC). The
Deterministic Latency Engine sets task execution priori-
ties and time limits for scheduling in advance. Resources
will gravitate toward tasks with higher priorities, reducing
the response latency of apps by 25.7%. The microkernel
can make IPC performance up to five times more efficient
than existing systems.

3. Secure: Microkernel architecture that reshapes secu-
rity and trustworthiness from the ground up

HarmonyOS uses a brand-new microkernel design that
fealures enhanced securily and low latency. This microker-
nel was designed to simplify kernel functions, implement as
many system services as possible in user mode outside the
kernel, and add mutual security protection. The microker-
nel itself provides only the most basic services like thread
scheduling and IPC.

both in automatic mode on a pre-determined route, or
be guided by the pilot on the ground. In conditions like
those of the Grand Duchy’s vined slopes, the drone can
be an advanlage, said chiefl editor of Luxembourg’s spe-
cialist Vinorama magazine, Erwan Nonet.
“Luxembourg’s average vineyard gradient is the
highest in the European Union,” he said. Wine growers
and farmers find it safer to use drones to spread fungi-
cides and other chemicals to protect crops, added
Verger, of the FNSEA. They are “nol in contact with the
product” and less likely to have an accident, he noted.

More competitive?

Carrying out the trial at the Kox estate is private avi-
alion operalor Luxaviation, founded in Luxembourg in
2008, which supplies the drone and pilot. “There are
other winegrowers who are interested in drones,”
Christophe Lapierre, director of Luxavialion Drones,
told AFP, mentioning interest from South Africa and
Australia.

Costing $40,000 (about 36,000 euros) to buy, Kox
is just leasing the drone bul hopes, in the long term, it
would cost the same as a helicopter but with less noise
and greater efficiency.

“We're slill in the trial phase, so we don’t have exacl
figures vet, but the idea is to reduce costs to match the
cost of the helicopter,” she said. And, although she has
still to reach a final decision, Kox said that she already
planned to use the drone next year over a much larger
portion of the estate. —AFP

-

Harmony OS’s microkernel design uses formal verifica-
tion methods to reshape security and trustworthiness from
the ground up in a Trusted Execution Environment (TEE).
Formal verification methods are an effeclive mathematical
approach to validate system correctness from the source,
while traditional verification methods, such as functional
verification and altack simulation, are confined to limited
scenarios. Formal methods, by contrast, can use data mod-
els to verify all software running paths.

HarmonyOS is the first OS to use formal verification in
device TEE, significantly improving security. In addition,
because the HarmonyOS microkernel has much less code
(roughly one-thousandth the amount of the Linux kernel),
the probability of attack is greatly reduced.

4, Unified: Multi-device IDE allows apps to be devel-
oped once and deployed across multiple devices

Powered by a multi-device IDE, multi-language unified
compilation, and a distributed architecture kit, HarmonyOS
can automatically adapt to different screen layout controls
and interactions, and support both drag-and-drop control
and preview-oriented visual programming. This allows
developers to more efficiently build apps that run on mul-
tiple devices. With a multi-device IDE, developers can
code their apps once and deploy them across multiple
devices, creating a tightly integrated ecosystem across all
user devices.

The Huawei ARK Compiler is the first stalic compiler
that can perform on par with Android’s virtual machine,
enabling developers to compile a broad range of advanced
languages into machine code in a single, unified environ-
ment. By supporting unified compilation in multiple lan-
guages, the Huawei ARK Compiler will help developers
greatly improve their productivity.

Developer plan and ecosystem development
Al yesterday’s conference, Huawei also announced the
evolution roadmap for HarmonyOS and its kernel.

PM welcomes
move to shut

down Latvian
PNB Banka

RIGA: Latvia’s prime minister on Friday welcomed a deci-
sion by European authorities to shut down the Baltic
state’s bank PNB Banka after they determined that nothing
could prevent it from failing.

“The whole banking business in Latvia is becoming more
stable and secure, and this particular decision shows that the
European Central Bank (ECB)’s oversight is strong and
elfective,” Prime Minister Krisjanis Karins told the LETA
news agency. The Eurozone member has been scrambling to
reform its banking sector after a string of high profile cor-
ruption and money laundering allegations in recent years.

PNB Banka itself was fined for money laundering by
Latvia’s financial regulator in 2017 after a joint probe with
the United States’ Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
found it had been used to circumvent international sanc-
tions against North Korea. The bank, Latvia’s sixth largest
with 550 million euros ($610 million) in assets, is being
shut down for undercapitalisation.

PNB Banka “was failing or likely to fail” according lo a
statement by the ECB late Thursday.

The bank has been directly supervised by the ECB
since May, and central bank officials decided its amount of
available capital had deteriorated “to the point that the
bank’s assets were less than its liabilities”. The ECB then
informed Europe’s Single Resolution Board, which in turn

Cuba slaps price
controls as it
seeks to keep
lid on inflation

HAVANA: Communist-run Cuba has imposed price con-
trols on goods and services ranging from lemons and pork
to haircuts and laxi fares in whal it says is an effort to
tame inflation as it increases state wages and pensions. On
Thursday, prices in Havana were sel for some basic foods
such as beans, pork, lemons, bananas, onions and cabbage.

In recent weeks, regional authorities have slapped
price controls on laxi [ares, beverages and haircuts,
among other items. The price controls differ from
province o province.

N
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HarmonyOS 1.0 will be first adopled in ils smarl screen
products, which are due to launch later this year. Over
the next three years, HarmonyOS will be optimized and
gradually adopled across a broader range of smart
devices, including wearables, Huawei Vision, and head
units for your car.

The success of HarmonyOS will depend on a dynamic
ecosystem of apps and developers. To encourage broader
adoption, Huawei will release HarmonyOS as an open-
source platform, worldwide. Huawei will also establish an
open-source foundation and an open-source community
to support more in-depth collaboration with developers.

China is home to a strong app ecosystem and a massive
user base. Moving forward, Huawei will lay the foundations
for HarmonyOS in the Chinese market, and then expand it
further to the global ecosystem. With a focus on providing
new and unique value, Huawei will open up and share its
core capabilities in areas like connectivity, cameras, and
AL It will work closely with ecosystem partners to deliver
apps and services that provide consumers with the best
possible experience and bring new life to the industry.

HarmonyOS will bring incredible new benefits to con-
sumers, equipment vendors, and developers. For con-
sumers, it will bring a cohesive and powerful intelligent
experience across all aspects of their lives. For equipment
vendors, it will help them gain a first-mover advantage in
the age of holistic intelligent experience, where 5G, Al, and
[oT will see explosive growth. At the same lime,
HarmonyOS will enable developers to win over more users
with less investment, and rapidly innovate services across
all scenarios.

“We believe HarmonyOS will revitalize the industry
and enrich the ecosystem,” said Richard Yu. “Our goal is
to bring people a truly engaging and diverse experi-
ence. We want to invite developers from around the
world Lo join us as we build out this new ecosystem.
Togelher, we will deliver an intelligentl experience for
consumers in all scenarios.”

determined “that resolution action is nol necessary,” and
PNB Banka should be liquidated, an SRB statement said.

“The Latvian bank will be wound up under national
law,” SRB added.

The SRB was created in 2016 to deal with failing
Eurozone banks by spreading the cost of dismantling them
across the zone’s enlire banking sector. Several ailing
Eurozone banks have thus disappeared, including the sixth
biggest Spanish bank, Banco Popular, which was acquired in
2017 by rival Santander. Latvian Finance Minister Janis Reirs
said Friday that PNB owes its clients 300 million euros.

“The government-run Deposit Guarantee Fund will
step in to help the clients recover their money. Up to
100,000 euros for each client,” he told Latvian public
broadcaster LTV. Certain clients have more money tied up
in the bank, including the second city of Daugavpils,
whose mayor Andrejs Elksnins told LETA that city taxpay-
ers could lose up to 1.3 million euros as a result.

The bank, which until last year was known as Norvik
Banka, has been owned by Russian businessman Grigoriy
Guselnikov since 2013. — AFP

Cuba has controlled prices of certain goods in the
past but the new controls mark a more systematic
approach. President Miguel Diaz-Canel announced last
month a series of emergency measures Lo fight economic
stagnation and dwindling foreign currency earnings that
began in 2015 as the economy of key ally Venezuela
imploded, and which have been aggravated by a series of
new US sanctions.

The measures included increased wages and pensions
for more than two million state employees. That amounts
to 8 billion Cuban pesos annually, equivalent to 13 percent
of this year’s budgel.

The government is also introducing price controls and
still-to-be-announced policies aimed at stimulating local
production to meet increased consumer demand without
sparking inflation. It estimates inflation was 2.4 percent in
2018. The price controls apply both to state-run compa-
nies that dominate the economy, and a growing private
sector of cooperatives, farmers, small businesses and
self-employed individuals who, for example, sell produce
or drive taxis. — Reuters
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Infiniti Al-Babtain invites customers to
experience Infiniti Q60’s 3.0-litre V6

Opt

KUWAIT: Abdulmohsen Abdulaziz Al-Babtain Co
(AABC), the sole authorized dealer of Infiniti vehicles
in the State of Kuwail, urges ils customers lo explore
the popular features of the Infiniti Q60 3.0-Litre V6
this special season. Known to deliver a confidence-
inspiring and personalized experience behind the
wheel, distinctive features that sel it apart from ils
peers is the Infiniti Q60’s powerful elegance and strik-
ing performance.

The Q60 fealures an aerodynamic (ront and rear
“Zero Lift” design. It keeps the vehicle from lifting at
high speeds, giving stability - even in cross-winds -
and [ull control of one’s steering.

For those who demand a performance-focused sound
system, the new Bose Performance Series with Advanced

—
Al-Tijari announces
winners of
Al-Najma
weekly account

KUWAIT: Commercial Bank conducted the
weekly draws on Al-Najma Account and the
draw on the “Salary and Cash on Top” cam-
paign. The draws were conducted in the pres-
ence of Ministry of Commerce and Industry
represenlative Latifa Al-Jean.

The results of the draw were as follows:

I-  Al-Najma weekly account - the prize
of KD 5,000 was for the share of Sameerah Ali
Abdulraheem Bokhamseen.

2-  The “Salary & Cash on Top campaign”
prize of KD 1,000 was for the share of Faisal
Turki Al-Ghadhouri.

The bank stated that the account prizes this
year is featured by the highest cash prize and
diversity of prizes throughout the year clarify-
ing that Al-Najma Account will offer weekly
prize of KD 5,000, monthly prize of KD
20,000 and a semi-annual prize of KD
500,000 in addition to the largest prize - linked
bank account payout of KD 1,500,000. Al-
Najma Account can be opened by depositing
KD 100, and customer should maintain a mini-
mum amount of KD 500 to be eligible to enter
all draws on Al-Najma Account prizes. As for
the chances of winning, the more balance a cus-
tomer maintains in AlI-Najma Account, the more
chances the account holder will get to win,
where each KD 25 will give the customer one
chance to win, the account also offers addition-
al benefits like the ATM card, a credit card
against customer’s account and all CBK bank-
ing services that customer can enjoy.

As regarding “Salary & Cash on Top” cam-
paign designated for Kuwaili and expalriale
employees as well as the retirees and which is
valid until 31 December 2019 and the mecha-
nism of joining this campaign for availing its
benefits, the Bank explained that Kuwaiti
employees with a salary of KD 500 and above
whether newly recruited or in service can trans-
fer their salary to the bank and avail the bene-
fits of this campaign by getting instant cash gift
of KD 250 or an interest free loan 5 times the
salary up to KD 10,000, add to this they will
automatically enter the weekly draw on KD
1,00O. As for the expalriale customers calego-
rized under Premier Banking Account with a
salary KD of 1,700 and above, they will get
instant cash gifl.

The retirees with pension KD 1,000 and
above will also get an instant cash gift of KD
150 when transferring their pension to the Bank
and automatically enter the weekly draw on a
prize of KD 1,000 and avail the benefits of this
campaign designated for Kuwaili and expatriate
employees working in private and public sector
as well as the retirees. FFurther, the campaign
provides customers with the opportunity to gel
additional benefits and take advantage of the
advanced and unrivalled services and products
the bank provides to its customers to meet their
needs and expectations.

Staging Technology delivers. Thirteen high-performance
speakers, including multiple new 10" and 6”x9” woofers
and a lightweight silk dome tweeter achieve “live per-
formance” precision. Revel in a wider and more precise
soundslage, where the acouslics are always ideal.

Eve-inspired LED headlights give a provocative
stare that can be seen [rom both the front and side.
The Adaptive Front Lighting System (AFS) improves
visibilily al inlerseclions and around curves, by sens-
ing the steering and turning the headlights.

A recent Bose innovation, Advanced Staging
Technology utilizes advanced algorithms to dynamical-
ly direct music Lo their ideal locations within the cabin.
Instruments and vocals have exceptional clarity. So
from the driver’s seat, one will feel as if they're sitling

New Mimecast
report reveals
analysis of 67bn
rejected emails

DUBAI: Mimecast Limited, a leading email and data
securilty company, vesterday released its first Threat
Intelligence Report: Black Hat Edition 2019. The report
provides technical analysis of emerging threats identified
as allempls o gel through the securily environment of
Mimecast customers. Within the report, Mimecast Threat
Center researchers outline tactics and techniques of
emerging threats, active threat campaigns observed, pri-
mary threat categories and volume, and the top targeted
seclors. Researchers also offer their insights into how the
threat landscape may change over the next 6-18 months
based on observations made during this time. There are
two opposing themes that ran through their analysis:
altackers are using either (1) simple, opportunistic attacks
or (2) complex, largeted attacks based on necessity to
impact the target.

The Threat Intelligence Report covers the period
between April and June 2019 and leverages the process-
ing of nearly 160 billion emails, 67 billion of which were
rejected for displaying highly malicious attack techniques.
A significanl increase in impersonation atlacks was
observed, leveraging well-known basic social engineering
techniques to target individuals for fast and easy financial
gain. Interestingly, the report cites that threat actors are
adapting how they engage their targeted victims, initiat-
ing through email first, then shifting Lo SMS, a less secure
communications channel. On the other hand, an increas-
ing amount of more complex targeted attacks using

Is the clock

the country locked out of global capital
markets [or years.
Against this backdrop, the peso lost 21

o

in the front row at a concert.

The 3.0-liter 2 turbocharged engine promises opti-
mal power and elficiency, to glide forward confidently
while the turbo spools quickly to produce 400hp at
6,400 rpm and outputs a stirring 350 Nm of torque.

Infiniti Al-Bablain encourages ils customers lo dis-
cover the high performance model by visiting the des-
ignated showroom located in Al-Rai.

Al Babtain Group was founded in 1948 to present a
model of honesly, integrily and lolal dedication and to
gain bright reputation in Kuwait and the Middle East
arca. Today Al-Babtain Group has licensing rights for
some of the world’s leading brands strelching the
globe from the USA to the Far East. For 70 years, Al-
Babtain Group has experienced continued success,

obfuscalion, layering and
bundling of malware were
often used. Researchers
found that threat actors
using these types of attacks
are familiarizing themselves
with their targel’s securily
environment, then imple-
menting multiple evasion
techniques in efforts to
avoid detection.

The report also gives
specific examples of emerg-
ing threats, active threat
campaigns observed, pri-
mary threat categories and
volume, and the top targeted sectors. A large number of
known malware campaigns were observed, including
ones incorporaling Emotet, Adwin, Necurs, and
Gandcrab malware. Microsoft Excel was one of the most
popular file types used to distribute malicious activity, as
more than 40 percent of threats detected were using files
associated with it. File types associated with Microsolt
Word were seen in nearly 15 percent of threats.

“The cyberthreat landscape will continue to evolve as
threat actors continue to look for new ways to bypass
security channels to breach their targets. We've observed
malware-centric campaigns becoming more sophisticat-
ed, often using different types of malware in different
phases of an attack - yet, at the same time very simple
attacks are also increasing significantly,” said Josh
Douglas, vice president of threat intelligence at
Mimecast. “The mission of the Threat Intelligence Report
is to help organizations better understand the global
threat landscape, so they can make more informed deci-
sions on how Lo strengthen their security posture.”

Other key findings include outlined within the Threat
Intelligence Report:

e Threal actors are becoming more organized and

Josh Douglas

for the first-ever Infiniti Twin-turbo, high potential models at affordable prices

NITI

and large measure of this success came [rom the
Group’s advanced flexible management style and long
term vision. These astounding results were achieved
due to a versaltile strategic formula focusing on growth
amongst its sphere of activities; including automotive,
Lechnology, investment, information, industrial and
Finance. The automotive sector is the main structure of
the Al-Babtain Group’s business, which owns some of
the bestselling and demanded brands in Kuwail, in
addition to heavy equipments. The Abdulmohsen
Abdulaziz Al- Babtain Co. and Trading and Contracling
Company is proud to be the authorized agent and dis-
tributor of many Japanese, Chinese, and European
(French) vehicles in Kuwait such as Nissan, Infiniti,
Renault, Citroen.

other | 5.2
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business-like by implementing subscription and as-a-ser-
vice-based business models to deliver malware in an
effort to reduce their work and improve their return-on-
investments

e Spam is heavily used by threat actors as a conduit to
distribute malware. Professional Education was the most
targeted sector for spam, as they are likely seen as a
prime target due to constantly changing student popula-
lions that are not likely to have high securily awareness
and the potential for attackers to gel access lo personal
data

e Altacks on Managemenl & Consulling and
Biotechnology industries accounted for 30 percent of all
impersonation attacks

o lrojans made up 71 percent of opportunistic attacks

In addition to this report, Mimecast also recently
launched Mimecast Threat Intelligence, a value-added
capability that gives customers a deeper understanding
of the cyber threats their organizations face. This new set
of capabilities is designed to give organizations greater
visibility and access to threat data and analytics specific
to their overall organization, enabling them to respond to
threats more quickly and effectively. Learn more on the
insights Mimecast Threat Intelligence provides to cus-
Llomers.

ticking again
for Argentine
debt? Ask IMF

BUENOS AIRES: A collapse in Argenlina’s
peso currency this week and soaring bor-
rowing costs have fueled investors’ concern
that Latin America’s third-largest economy
is heading for another debl restructuring.
The International Monelary Fund’s next
review of the country’s $57 billion lending
program on Sept. 15 should provide a sign of
whether Argentina’s lender of last resort
now thinks the same.

Business-friendly incumbent President
Mauricio Macri’s severe loss in Sunday’s pri-
mary election Lo his left-leaning Peronist
rival Alberto Fernandez, two months before
the presidential vote, prompted market jit-
ters about a possible lurch back toward the
interventionist policies that Macri had
vowed to end.

“The IMF probably will request a
restructuring. The question is when,” said
Edward Glossop, Latin America economist
for Capital Economics. “Given what the
market has done this week, it’s hard to
argue thal Argentina’s debt is still sustain-
able.” Restructurings are a traumatic sub-
ject for volers who remember the coun-
try’s 2001/2002 default, which punctuated
an economic meltdown that tossed mil-
lions of middle-class Argentines inlo
povertly. Subsequent mini-defaults kept

percent of ils value against the greenback in
the first days of the week before finding
support in the neighborhood of 57 per dol-
lar - making it significantly harder for
Argentina, with its economy mired in reces-
sion, Lo pay its dollar debts. In its previous
review of Argentina in July, the IMF warned
there were “elevated” risks to the program,
with peso weakness and political uncertain-
Ly likely Lo [eed on each other.

A spokesman for the IMF declined to
comment for this story. Macri took office in
2015 promising to bring an end to the cycli-
cal crises that over the last 100 years turned
one ol the world’s strongesl economies into
a serial defaulter.

But he overestimated his ability to attract
the foreign direct investment needed for
suslainable economic growth and underesti-
mated the effect his plan for cutting public
utility subsidies would have on inflation, now
roaring at 55 percent. Anger at the painful
austerily measures was a driving factor in
Macri’s drubbing in Sunday’s primary by
Fernandez, who has leamed up with former
free-spending populist President Cristina
ernandez de Kirchner as his running malte.

Argentina’s primary election is unusual.
With major parties already having selected
their candidates before the ballot, it func-
tioned as a massive opinion poll on the Oct.
27 presidential election. Investors swiftly
reassessed thal a restructuring was far more
likely and the markets started tumbling
Monday morning.

‘Crunch point’
Macri loosened his fiscal stance this

PRIMOR ACEITE
. GIRAS

BUENOS AIRES: A digital display sign shows the price of sunflower oil for sale at
a supermarket in Buenos Aires. —AFP

week, promising lo lower workers’ income
laxes and levies on the sale of basic foods,
increase welfare subsidies and other
spending likely to pressure his deficit cut-
ling effort under the IMF deal.

“A crunch point could be Sept. 15,
when the next IMF loan tranche - about
$5.4 billion - is due Lo be disbursed. The
Fund could request a restructuring as a
condition of this,” Glossop said. In 2001,
the IMF’s refusal to disburse funds to
Argentina helped trigger the country’s
default.

Despite the fact that Macri has blown
oul Argentina’s IMF-agreed fiscal largels,
the IMF could surprise the market by
granting additional relief funds. “In general

the Fund acts to avoid defaults. So if the
IMF could put in an extra $5 billion or $10
billion it would not be much money, but it
would help avoid a painful default,” said
Gabriel Rubinstein, a Buenos Aires-based
economics consultant.

‘Grim scenario’

Shamaila Khan, who manages portfo-
lios exposed Lo Argentina as director of
emerging market debt at
AllianceBernstein in New York, said
Argentine bonds were trading at 40 to 50
cents on the dollar. “The market is telling
us that there is an extremely high proba-
bility of restructuring but not a very high
recovery rate,” she said. —Reuters
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Iceland commemorates first

glacier lost to climate change

The plaque bears the inscription ‘A letter to the future’

REYKJAVIK: Iceland yesterday honored the
passing of Okjokull, its first glacier lost to cli-
male change, as scientists warn that some 400
others on the subarctic island risk the same fate.
A bronze plaque will be unveiled in a ceremony
starting around 1400 GMT to mark Okjokull —
which translates to “Ok glacier” — in the west
of Iceland, in the presence of local researchers
and their peers at Rice University in the United
States, who initiated the project.

Iceland’s Prime Minister Katrin Jakobsdottir,
Environment Minister Gudmundur Ingi
Gudbrandsson, and the United Nalions High
Commissioner for Human Rights Mary Robinson
are also due to attend the event. “This will be
the first monument Lo a glacier lost Lo climale
change anywhere in the world,” Cymene Howe,
associale prolessor of anthropology at Rice
Universily, said in July.

The plaque bears the inscription “A letter to
the future,” and is intended to raise awareness
aboul the decline of glaciers and the effects of
climate change. “In the next 200 years all our
glaciers are expected to follow the same path.
This monument is to acknowledge that we know
what is happening and what needs to be done.
Only you know if we did it,” the plaque reads.

It is also labeled “415 ppm CO2,” referring to

the record level of carbon dioxide measured in
the atmosphere last May.”Memorials every-
where stand for either human accomplishments,
like the deeds of historic figures, or the losses
and deaths we recognize as important,”
researcher Howe said. “By memorializing a fallen
glacier, we want to emphasize what is being lost
— or dying — the world over, and also draw
allention Lo the fact that this is something that
humans have ‘accomplished’, although it is not
something we should be proud of.”

Howe noted that the conversation about cli-
mate change can be abstract, with many dire
slalistics and sophisticated scientific models
that can feel incomprehensible. “Perhaps a mon-
ument to a lost glacier is a better way to fully
grasp what we now face,” she said, highlighting
“the power ol symbols and ceremony o pro-
voke feelings”. Iceland loses about 11 billion
tons of ice per year, and scientists fear all of the
island country’s 400-plus glaciers will be gone
by 2200, according to Howe and her Rice
University colleague Dominic Boyer.

Stripped in 2014
Glaciologists stripped Okjokull of its glacier
status in 2014, a first for Iceland. In 1890, the
glacier ice covered 16 square kilometers but by

2012, it measured just 0.7 square kilomelers,
according Lo a reporl from the University of
Iceland from 2017. In 2014, “we made the deci-
sion thal this was no longer a living glacier, il
was only dead ice, it was nol moving,” Oddur
Sigurdsson, a glaciologist with the Icelandic
Meteorological Office said.

To have the slatus of a glacier, the mass of
ice and snow must be thick enough Lo move
by its own weight. For that to happen the
mass must be approximately 40 to 50 meters
thick, he said. According to a study published
by the International Union for Conservation
of Nature (IUCN)in April, nearly half of the
world’s herilage siles could lose their glaciers
by 2100 il greenhouse gas emissions conlinue
at the current rate.

Sigurdsson said he feared “thal nothing
can be done to stop it.” “The inertia of the cli-
male sysltem is such that, even il we could
stop introducing greenhouse gases into the
atmosphere right now, it will keep on warming
for century and a hall or two cenluries belore
it reaches equilibrium.” Iceland’s Vatnajokull
National Park, which was added to UNESCO’s
World Heritage List in early July, is home to,
and named after, the largest ice cap in
Europe. — AP
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Okjakuil

OK VOLCANO, Iceland: This combination shows a handout image taken on
Sept 7, 1986 showing the Okjokull glacier atop the Ok Volcano (top), and a
handout image taken on Aug 1, 2019 showing the top of the Ok Volcano
where the Okjokull glacier has melted away throughout the 20th century and
was declared dead in 2014. — AFP
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e . SANTIAGO: Snow cannons spray artificial snow on a ski slope at El Colorado skiing centre, in the Andes
Mountains, some 30 km from Santiago. — AFP

Climate change forces
Chile ski stations
to make fake snow

SANTIAGO: Once deep in powder this time of year,
Chile’s ski stalions are fighting the ravages of climale
change and pollution that have brought less and less snow
to the central Andes. Just a few decades ago, the Andes
mountain range could be buried under four meters of
snow, forcing the closure of access roads and requiring
the use of tractors Lo gel around. But this year, it’s snowed
only three times in the Chilean Andes, and never more than
30 centimeters.

It's not just Chile affected, but the whole of the Andes
where the area of snow cover in the central zone has
diminished by five to 10 percent each decade, according
Lo Raul Cordero, an academic al the Universily of
Sanliago. “Bul iU’s nol jusl snow cover thal’s decreasing,
the thickness of the snow cover is also reducing,” he said.
“So when we lalk about a decrease of the cover of five to
10 percent, this probably signifies a much greater reduc-
tion in the volume of available snow over the Andes.”

Rising temperatures mean the snow line — above
which snow never melts all year round — keeps creeping
upwards. The snow melt is even more pronounced in the
central zone due to pollution from the Chilean capital, one
of the most contaminated urban areas in the region. A
recent study led by Cordero found that soot, or black car-
bon, from Santiago was settling in the Andes and acceler-
aling the snow mell. As iU’s black, it absorbs more solar
radiation and heats up quicker. “When this pollution is
over the cilies it poisons people and when the wind blows,
this pollution goes and is deposited on the mountains and
contributes to the snow melt,” said Cordero.

Japan under pressure
over past hunting of
endangered whales

GENEVA: Japan insisted it no longer hunts endangered
sei whales in international waters, but faced accusations of
still violating a wildlife trealy by allowing commercialisa-
tion of meat from past catches. The standing committee of
the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) last October
found Japan in breach of the treaty and ordered it to recti-
fy the situation or face trade sanctions.

The elected panel, which handles the treaty’s compli-
ance and enforcement, dismissed Japan’s claims that the
cull since 2002 of some 1,500 North Pacific sei whales
was only scientifically motivated. Instead, it found that the
hunt was primarily commercially motivated, and thus con-
stituted international trade in a protected species and a
clear violation of the treaty. Japan told the committee
meeling in Geneva on Friday that it no longer permits the

Essential snow cannons

The upshot is that Chile’s ski stations have had a diffi-
cult season. But thanks to the snow cannons, the erection
of fences and a tailored piste management policy, the
resorts have managed to stay open throughout a winter in
which there has been almost no snow. “All the ski centers
in the central zone are without natural snow. However,
thanks to the fabrication of snow we've been able to keep
open pistes that without this [abrication would nol have
been able to stay open,” Fernando Montenegro, the oper-
ations director at Andacor, which operates the El Colorado
and Parque Farellones ski stations, told AFP.

El Colorado is 50 kilomelers from Santiago and sils at
2,800-meters. It pumps out snow whenever the conditions
allow it. Low temperatures and high humidity is what’s
needed for the snow cannons to chug into gear and churn
out snowflakes from water. This technology has been
around since 1994, but it’s never before been in use as
much as il is now — and even then the ski station is only
operating at 70 percent capacity. But even if the situation
gels worse, the ski stations will manage, according o
Montenegro. “There’s no risk. However, we need to man-
age the snow and manage the waler in the mountain range
in a good way.” El Colorado has already invested almost
$4 million in buying snow cannons and hopes Lo increase
that to $10 million over the coming years.

Last weekend, some 7,000 people descended on El
Colorado where ski and snowboard national teams come to
train — although, they’re not necessarily happy. “If there’s
not enough snow, there’s not as many hills. We don't get the
variely, we don't gel steepness, (or) different slopes: it's so
important for us to have that variety,” Megan Farrell, a
member of the Canadian snowboard team, told AFP.
Amateur skiers also noticed the difference from previous
years. “You can see that the snow is harder. IUs nol very
deep, there are a lot of stones and snow made by the can-
nons, which makes il feel like you're skiing on a different
type of snow,” said Chilean Rado Milosevic, 24. — AFP

hunting of sei whale on the high sea and is therefore in
compliance with CITES. “This matter should be consid-
ered closed,” a member of the Japanese delegation said, a
day before a global conference of all 183 countries that
have signed the treaty kicks off in Geneva. Bul commitlee
members from a range of countries, including the
European Union, Israel, Niger, Peru and the United States,
disagreed. Many voiced oulrage al the continued sale of
meat and blubber from the whales deemed to have been
illegally culled and imported over a 16-year period.
According Lo conservationists, 1,500 tons of meat from 131
sei whales killed in 2018 alone have been commercialized
in Japan, and sei whale meat remains widely available in
shops and restaurants in the country.

“Truly shocking’

“It is truly shocking,” the representative from Niger
Lold the meeling, maintaining that when illegal internation-
al trade is detected in other endangered species, such as
elephant ivory, the stockpiles are ordered conliscated and
destroyed. The European Union representative agreed,
pointing to article 8 of the convention, which he said
“requires ... confiscating specimens traded, or in this case
introduced from the sea, in violation of CITES.”

EU MPs urge ban on
trophy hunting of
endangered species

GENEVA: Dozens of European parliamentarians and
conservation groups called vesterday on the regulator
of global wildlife trade to ban all trophy hunting of rhi-
nos, elephants and other endangered animals. The
Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species (CITES) bans all commercial trade in more than
1,000 species of animals and plants considered to be
endangered, listed under its so-called Appendix I.

But in a letter handed to CITES Secretary-General
Ivonne Higuero, more than 50 European MPs and an
equal number of conservationist groups decried that
trophy hunting, which is deemed “non-commercial”, has
been exempt from that ban. “A considerable number of
Appendix [ species trophies are traded each year,
(including) trophies of species listed as extinct in the
wild, critically endangered, endangered, vulnerable or
near threatened on the IUCN Red List,” the letter said.
The signalories called on CITES Lo “lreal the trade in
hunting trophies in the same manner as it treats all other
trade in wildlife,” and to “implement an immediate
moratorium on the import of all Appendix I species.”
They also called for an end to allowing captive farming
of lions for hunting trophies. The letter was delivered
during an ongoing global wildlife conference in Geneva
tasked with evaluating the CITES rules, but the issue is
currently nol on the agenda for debale.

‘Absolutely inexplicable’

The Campaign to Ban Trophy Hunting, which is
behind the push to close the CITES “loophole”, said in a
statement that “CITES permits have been issued (by)
hunters wanting to shoot and take home trophies of
some of the world’s most endangered animals.” A wide
range of species are coveled by hunters, including cle-
phants, white and black rhinos, giraffes, but also pri-
males like chimpanzees, cheelahs, crocodiles and grey
parrots. Eduardo Goncalves, the founder of the
Campaign to Ban Trophy Hunting, told AFP the CITES
exemption for trophy hunting was “absolutely inexplica-
ble.” Trophy hunting, he said, is a “global multi-million
dollar industry”, which is “clearly commercial”. The
United States, which by far sees the biggest import of
hunting trophies, has issued an estimated 200,000
import permits in the past decade, according Lo a report
by the campaign. That is nine times more than China,
which came in second, the report said, warning though
that the number of permils issued by Beijing had sky-
rocketed [rom just 18 in 2007 o 2,142 a decade later.
'The report also noted significant recent increases in
trophy hunting by citizens from a range of other coun-
tries, including Canada, Belgium, Austria and Russia.
Government-licensed hunting is common across parts
of Africa, with tourists paying to shoot a small number
of selected animals. The practice is controversial but
many wildlife experts accept that hunting can aid long-
lerm conservation—AFP

Japan meanwhile stressed that it had immediately fol-
lowed the commiltee’s Oclober ruling, but balked al the
idea it should be applied retroactively. In the end, the
committee ordered Japan to report back on its use of the
sei whale stockpiles, but put off the thorny discussion on
confiscalion until next year.

Juan Carlos Vasquez, in charge of legal affairs at the
CITES secrelarial, told AFP the issue was complex and
would likely spark a lengthy debate, but said he did not
think it was fair to compare Japan’s sei whale meat stock-
pile with stockpiles of illegal ivory.

The illegal ivory trade is “clearly conducted by criminal
syndicates,” he said, stressing that Japan’s sei whale hunt
on the other hand was conducted by scientific institutes.
“Everything is traced, registered, controlled,” he said,
adding that while CITES had rebuked Japan over its
motives for the whaling, it was clear that “these are not
criminals hunting whales.” While Japan remains bound by
CITES international wildlife trade restrictions, it has with-
drawn {rom the International Whaling Commission (IWC),
enabling it last month to resume commercial whaling in its
territorial waters for the first time in decades. It has allot-
ted itself a hunting quota of 227 of the giant sea mammals
this year, including 25 sei whales. — AFP

CO2 row over climate
aclivist Thunberg’s
trip to New York

PARIS: The team behind teenage climate aclivist Greta
Thunberg’s yacht voyage to New York vesterday fended
off claims that her trip will create carbon emissions
because team members will take transatlantic flights. The
16-year-old Swede, whose school strikes have inspired
children across the world to protest against global warm-
ing, refuses to fly because of the carbon emissions
caused by planes.

But she has been offered a lift on the Malizia 11 racing
vacht, and sel off on August 15 along with her father
Svanle and a [ilmmaker to document the journey, in order
to attend the UN talks in September with a clear con-
science. However a spokesman for German round-the-
world sailor Boris Herrmann, the yacht's co-skipper, told
Berlin newspaper TAZ that several people would {ly into
New York to help take the yacht back to Europe.
Hermann himself will return by plane, according to the
spokesman. The paper estimated that in fact Thunberg’s
boat trip would end up being more polluting than if she
and her companions had just taken flights to New York
themselves.

‘An imperfect solution’

That conclusion was quickly picked up on social
media siles among Thunberg’s detractors. Bul Team
Malizia manager Holly Cova insisted that the young
activist’s journey would be climate neutral. “All Team
Malizia flights are offsel,” she said in a stalement issued
by Thunberg’s entourage. She explained that the New
‘ork trip had been organized “al very short nolice, and
as a result two people will need to fly over to the US in
order Lo bring the boal back”.

“We only have one boal, so they cannol easily sail over
to meet them. Altogether, four crew will be sailing the boat
back. These are logistical decisions that Team Malizia
alone has taken,” she added. Cova admitted “this is an
imperfect solution,” adding that “the world has not vet
found a way to make it possible Lo cross an ocean without
a carbon footprint.”

‘I will just ignore them’

The 60-foot (18-metre) yacht is skippered by Hermann
and Pierre Casiraghi, vice president of the Monaco Yacht
Club and a member of the principality’s ruling family. It
can travel at speeds of around 35 knots (70 kilometres an
hour) but will be heading into the wind for much of the
time so will be slower, and the captain wants a smooth
ride. Ahead of the UN summit on September 23, Thunberg
will take part in youth demonstrations, before heading to
Canada, Mexico and then to Chile for another UN confer-
ence in December. It is not clear how she will be travelling.
“I don’t know yel how [ will gel home,” she said before she
set off from the English port of Plymouth.

Thunberg has become a figurchead for climate action
with her stark warnings of catastrophe if the world does
nol acl now Lo cul carbon emissions and curb global
warming. She has received criticism and abuse for her
uncompromising atlitude, but shows little concern at how
she might be received among climate change deniers in the
United States. “I will just ignore them because I'm only act-
ing and communicating the science, and if they don't like
that, what have I got to do with that?” she said. — AFP
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PLYMOUTH: Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg (L) and
German captain Boris Herrmann wave from aboard the Malizia
Il IMOCA class sailing yacht, off the coast of Plymouth, south-
west England. — AFP
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Mussels, ‘super-filters’ that
can help beat water pollution

PARIS: Scalood lovers who prize the mussel
for its earthy laste and succulent flesh may
be unaware of its growing potential in the
fight against water pollution. The mussel is
the hoover of the sea, laking in phytoplank-
ton for nourishment along with microplastics,
pesticides and other pollutants — which
makes it an excellent gauge. One day, it may
also be pressed into service to cleanse water.
“It's a super-filter in the marine world, fil-
tering up to 25 liters of waler a day,” says
marine biologist Leila Meistertzheim. “It’s a
real model of bioaccumulation of pollutants
generally speaking.” As they pump and filter
the water through their gills in order to feed
and breathe, mussels store almost everything
else that passes through — which is why
strict health rules apply for those destined for
human consumption. Like canaries in a coal
mine, mussels have long been used as “bio-
indicators” of the health of the seas, lakes
and rivers they inhabit. Little-known pollu-
tants can turn up lo join the usual suspects,
with increasing attention paid to microplas-
tics containing bisphenol A and phthalates,
both thought to be endocrine disruplors.
Meistertzheim heads a study for France’s
Tara Ocean Foundation using mussels to
gauge the health of the estuaries of the
Thames, Elba and Seine rivers. The mussels,
placed in fish traps, are submerged in the
walers for a month before researchers dis-

sect them to determine what chemical sub-
stances lurk in their tissues. The idea of
deploying mussels across the oceans to
absorb ubiquitous microplastics is just a
dream for now, but for other pollutants, the
bivalves are already at work. “In some places,
mussels are used, as well as ovsters, Lo
cleanse the sea ol pesticides, for example,”
Meistertzheim notes.

E coli busters

Richard Luthy, an environmental engineer
from California’s Stanford University, says
that, in most cases, mussels harvested from
contaminated waters should not be eaten.
But if the contaminant is E. coli, mussels can
be thanked for the “removal and inactivation”
of the fecal material, he says, calling the serv-
ice a “public health benefit”.

The mussels are edible because they
“excrete the bacteria as faeces or mucus,” he
says. Mussels living in waterways affected by
eutrophication — often marked by abundant
algae — are also fit for human consumption,
researchers say. The phenomenon is often the
result of waste dumped into the waterway
containing phosphates and nitrites, such as
detergents, fertilisers and sewage.

The nutrients in these substances encour-
age the proliferation of algae, which in turn
starves the water of oxygen, upsetting the
ecosystem. Mussels “recycle” these nutrients

by feeding on the algae, says Eve Galimany, a
researcher of the US National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s Milford
Laboratory who has experimented with mus-
sels in the Bronx River in New York.

The recycling principle is already at work
in a pilot project titled Baltic Blue Growth in
Sweden, Denmark and the Baltic countries
which grows mussels to be fed to animals
such as poullry, fish and pigs.
“Eutrophication... is the biggest problem of
the Baltic Sea, the most urgent one,” says
project head Lena Tasse. Mussels “could be
part of a solution”. Why feed them to animals
if they are safe for humans? Because Baltic
mussels are Loo small Lo be of interest Lo
scafood lovers, says Tasse, adding: “Swedes
like big mussels.”

Meanwhile, the jury is still out on the
effects of microplastics on human health. A
recent report by WWF said that humans
ingesl an average of five grams of microplas-
lics a week — about the weight of a credit
card. A 2018 study published in the journal
Environmental Pollution, based on samples
from British coasltlines and supermarkets,
estimated that every 100 grams (3.5 ounces)
of mussels contained 70 tiny pieces of plas-
tic. Should we be worried? Meistertzheim
thinks not. “I eat them,” she says. “A dish of
mussels is not necessarily worse than organic
hamburger meal wrapped in plastic.” — AFP

Arctic sea ice
loaded with
microplastics

PARIS: Al first glance, it looks like hard can-
dy laced with flecks of fake fruit, or a third
grader’s art project confected from recycled
debris. In reality, it’s a sliver of Arctic Ocean
sea ice riddled with microplastics, extracted
by scientists from deep inside an ice block
that likely drifted southward past Greenland
into Canada’s increasingly navigable
Northwest Passage between the Atlantic and
Pacific Oceans.

“We didn't expect this amount of plastic,
we were shocked,” said University of Rhode
Island ice expert Alessandra D’Angelo, one of
a dozen scientists collecting and analyzing
data during an 18-day expedition aboard the
Swedish icebreaker Oden. “There is so much
of it, and of every kind — beads, filaments,
nvlons,” she told AFP from Greenland, days
after completing the voyage. Plastic pollution
was not a primary focus of the Northwest
Passage Project, funded by the US National
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Science Foundation and Heising-Simons
Foundation. Led by oceanographer Brice
Loose, the multi-year mission is investigaling
how global warming might transform the bio-
chemistry and ecosystems of the expansive
Canadian Arctic Archipelago.

One key question is whether the receding
ice pack and influx of fresh water will boost
the release into the atmosphere of methane, a
greenhouse gas 30 times more potent that
CO2. The Arctic region has warmed twice as
quickly as the global average, some two
degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels.
Average Arclic sea ice extent set a record
low for July, nearly 20 percent below the
1981-2010 average, the US National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
reported on Thursday.

But plastics has inserted itself onto the
research agenda all the same. “The ubiquity
of plastic, for us it was kind of a punch to the
stomach,” Loose said. “Jusl to see what
looked like a normal ice core in such a pris-
tine environment chock full of this completely
forecign material.” A study published
Thursday in Science Advances concluded
that a large quantity of microplastic frag-
ments and fibres are transported by winds
into the Arctic region, and then hitch a ride
Earthward in snowflakes. — AFP
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»  Member of American cosmetic dermatology BEALITY &8 REYOND
Referee reviewer of Intemational Jmurn:ﬂ af
Dermmat ology-
SPECIALIZED IM: v
4

Dermatology & Cosmetic Treatments.

Laser Treatrmants, H
Hair Transplant & Restoration. J=
Body & Face Contouring. r=¢
Injectalle Fillers & Botox. [ —
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SHARCG, Ahmad Aliaber 51, Building b8,
Flesse 13

e ebutvbrrond, com, o

Dr. Ahmad Alaeddine

Head of Cardiclogy departmenta
at Dar Al Shifa hospital

o Consultant Interventional and conventional
cardiologist.

# Specialised in the Diagnosis and treatment
of all adult cardiac diseases, including
those cases that need urgent intervention
in Cath lab (primary angioplasty).

-
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Dar Al Shifa Hospllal

=] daralshifa
Tele:1802 555 )

e,

Know your Doctor
N T, BT (R T Otorhinolaryngology (EM.T)
c AL e BTN EX RN Dr Hamoud Abdullah Alarouj
Telaphone: 1830003 # Larmaolony Eelowshic:- Ganada ENT Specialist

# Faliow of the European Board Ololaryngology - Head & Neck Surgery

+ Member of the Amerncan Academy of Ctolaryngology Head & Meck Surgery
# Member of the British Lanyngological Association

# Member of the Canadian Sociaty of Otolaryngology Head & Neck Surgery

* Member of the Eurpean Laryngological Sociaty

f(‘g} alsalam.int. hospifal

Specialized in:

= Managemeni of banign and malignant vocal cord lesions.
= Vocal cord augmeantation.

= Treatment of spasmodic dysphonia.
fﬁdmlﬂmﬂmhw using latest techniques,
= Thyroid surga

- Surgery Ior lhu deviated nasal septum,

= Endoscopic sinus

= Treatment of allergic rhinitis,

= Treatment of snoring.

= Treatment of verliga,

Scopa of Clinical Pracice: <= Colom: Hydretherapy & Fecal Inconminence Tresment
O Goneral & Laparosoopic Sungery 4+ Laparescoplc mind bypass
< Singhe Port Surgery = Tramsanal minimally imvashe someny

£ Treatment of Codo- Rectal Diseases, induding Colamsctal Canoer

= Sungical Treasment of Inflamamatony Bowed Absgess

“Treatment of Perianal Fistala & Complex Peviamal Fistula (com-
plications)

o VAAFT Procedure ([ Treatment of Fistula thinegh Rstulosope)

A Treatment af ritaibe Bowel Sympioms.

<> Colonosnpy & Gaarosoopy

4 Stomach Baloon mserton & remnoval

< Rariatric Sunpery - Lap Sleeve Garstrecicmy

4 Galidones & Abdominal Hermis Suigery

Academic Cortificates, Tralnings & Fellowships:

< Amencan Board of Genenl Surgesy

< Felllow of Ametican College of Sumery

< Canadian Board of General Surgery

< Felllow of the Royad College of Physiclans & Seegeonrs of Canada
< American Boawd of Colo = Rectal Surgery

<+ American Boad of Surglcal Crithcal Care

BMEGEendies & Breast sumgearies
M. # Sumery for morbid obesity (sleeve, gastric bypass) & Thyrold & adrenal surgeres Dr. Abdullah Al Haddad
4 & Hernia repair # Cholecysteclomy & lapamscopk appendicectomy 5UFQEFY DE{J&I‘U‘F‘IEH[
i-*____ * Sumery for reflu disease # Liver, pancraas & bile ducts surgeries ' .1%FH (onsultant Genera 5-1.II'!]-H}' Lapamsmpx&[ulu ~Rectal SUTQEWI
|
| Dr. Hani Haider hitpiwww.intemational-clinic.com Tel: 1886677 ) ic_kwt Dar A1 Shifa Hospital &

General Sumery Consultant =/ Tele:1802 555 Email: aalhaddad@daralshifa.con
-— e ] i, T i,
=R Academic Certificates — Traini ] '
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% ~ ....sii o| |DR.WALEED S BUHAIMED *Kuwait Board of General Surgery. e, L

DR. FAHAD AL-MUKHAIZEEM -
Consultant Pediatrician -
Consultant Pediatrician-Canadian & American -
Board in Pediatrics-Canadian =

Board in Pediatric Emergency =

L&)

Tel.: 22269369 - Fax: 22269368

Al-Jabriya - Block 1A - SL1 - Mazaya Building - 15th Floor - Clinic B

Consultant of General Surgery
Lapsoscapk and Barlatels Surgery

+ (IFS0O) member .
« Faculty member of (BEST).
« Member of Kuwait Surgical Association,

Scope of clinical Practice.

+ Bariatric surgeries.

+ Gallbladder stones surgeries.

« Abdominal wall and hernia surgeries.
+ G.l. surgeries.

+ Thyroid and para - thyroid surgeries.
« Anal surgeries.

email: wbuhaimed@gmail.com  Tel.: 965 22269411/ Mob.: 965 99212228 Jabriya, 41h Ring Rood Block 14 Fosr & -Clover Center Mazaya Building
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ACROSS 3. (printing) A short line at the end of the

1. Indian physicist who with Albert Einstein
proposed statistical laws based on the
indistinguishability of particles.

5. Related on the father's side.

12. A federal agency eslablished Lo regulate
the release of new foods and health-
related products.

15. Chief port of Yemen.

16.The act of creating wrilten works.

17. A human limb.

18. Any of the three Fates or goddesses of
destiny.

19. A dialect of English spoken in the
Lowlands of Scotland.

20."The sense organ for hearing and equilib-
rium.

21. Norwegian composer whose work was
often inspired by Norwegian folk music
(1843-1907).

23. Not far distant in time or space or degree
or circumslances.

25.The capacilance of a capacilor that has
an equal and opposite charge of 1
coulomb on each plate and a voltage
difference of 1 volt between the plates.

27. Formerly a term of respect for important
white Europeans in colonial India.

30.A colorless and odorless inert gas.

32.A Chadic language spoken south of Lake
Chad.

33. A genus of tropical American plants have
sword-shaped leaves and a fleshy com-
pound fruits composed of the fruits of
several {lowers (such as pineapples).

37. (prefix) Bad or erroneous or lack of.

39. (chemistry) Conlaining combined water
(especially water of crystallization as in a
hydrate).

43. Electrical conduction through a gas in an
applied electric field.

44. A statement asserting the existence or
the truth of something.

46. Inability to name objects or to recognize
written or spoken names of objects.

48. A rare silvery (usually trivalent) metallic
clement.

49. A mountain peak in the Andes in Bolivia
(21,391 feet high).

50. Former measure of the US economy.

51. State in northeastern India.

53. Block consisting of a thick piece of some-
thing.

56. Minute floating marine tunicate having a
transparent body with an opening at
cach end.

57.Roman Emperor who was the adoptive
son of Trajan.

60. (of tempo) Leisurely n.

62. Inability to walk.

65.Talks a great deal about uninteresting
lopics.

67.A Bantu language spoken by the Chaga
people in northern Tanzania.

69. Superclass of eel-shaped chordates lack-
ing jaws and pelvic fins.

73. (Babylonian) The sky god.

74.A port cily in eastern South Alrica on the
Indian Ocean.

77. Open to or abounding in fresh air.

78.The money risked on a gamble.

79.A wild and exciting undertaking (not
necessarily lawful).

81. A loose sleeveless ouler garment made
from aba cloth.

82. Goddess of criminal rashness and its
punishment.

83.A great raja.

84.A doctor's degree in education.

DOWN
1. A vigorous blow.
2. Any property detected by the olfactory
system.

Yesterday’s Solution

main strokes of a characler.

4.The cardinal number that is the sum of
eight and one.

5.A pointed tool for marking surfaces or for
punching small holes.

6.The father of your father or mother.

7.World's longest river (4187 miles).

8. (Greek mythology) A Titan who was
forced by Zeus to bear the sky on his
shoulders.

9.A crown-like jewelled headdress worn by
women on formal occasions.

10. A hotel providing overnight lodging for
travelers.

11. System of measurement based on cen-
timeters and grams and seconds.

12. Any wingless blood-sucking parasitic
insect noted for ability to leap.

13. Lacking or deprive of the sense of hear-
ing wholly or in part.

14. A city in northern India.

22. United States evangelical preacher
famous as a mass evangelist (born in
1918).

24. A masler's degree in business.

26. A promontory in northern Morocco
opposite the Rock of Gibraltar.

28.A complex red organic pigment contain-
ing iron and other atoms to which oxy-
gen binds.

29.A republic in the Asian subconlinent in
southern Asia.

31. Being in competlition.

34. A silvery soft waxy metallic element of
the alkali metal group.

35.Wild sheep of semidesert regions in cen-
tral Asia.

36. Caught in European waters.

38. Erect bushy hairy annual herb having tri-
foliate leaves and purple to pink flowers.

40. Disparaging terms for the common peo-

le.

41.'l‘§?pe genus of the Annonaceae.

42. A light-weight hat worn in tropical coun-
tries for protection from the sun.

45. A tributary of the Ohio River.

47.The slender spear of the Bantu-speaking
people of Africa.

52.A shape thal sags.

54.A complete melric system of units of
measurement for scientists.

55. Open-heart surgery in which the rib cage
is opened and a section of a blood vessel
is grafted from the aorta Lo the coronary
arlery Lo bypass the blocked section of
the coronary artery and improve the
blood supply to the heart.

58. An ornamental jewelled headdress signi-
fving sovercignty.

59.A port city in southwestern Croatia on
the Adriatic.

61. Fairly small terrestrial ferns of tropical
America.

63. French psychologist remembered for his
studies of the intellectual development of
children (1857-1911).

64. (medicine) Having or experiencing a rap-
id onset and short but severe course.

66. The capital and largest city of Yemen.

68. (of persons) Highest in rank or authority
or office.

70. (British) Traditional jazz as revived in the
1950s.

71. (Greek mythology) The goddess of youth
and spring.

72. (Babylonian) God of storms and wind.

75.The cry made by sheep.

76.The month following March and preced-
ing May.

80. A person who announces and plays pop-
ular recorded music.
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Aries (March 21-April 19)

You exhibit the ability to focus and make all sorts of ideas into practical
matters—bringing them into possibilities. You have great discipline when it comes to
working with whatever binds or links people together. You would be able to teach and
guide others. Someone’s ideas may need adjusting and you seem to be able to step in
and create a smooth adjustment. This could be a problem child or some friend with
problems that need an understanding ear. You are not afraid to get into sticky situa-
Llions—you always come up with the truth of a matter. Take a walk this afternoon and
enjoy the change of season.

s i

u Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Put your mind to work and take care of any details to complete a project,
for mental discipline should come easily. Problems and obstacles that have previously
been a problem, now find easy solutions. This may mean that the toy you have set up
for your little son or daughter may now be finished and a fun part of the room. You
have unique ways to construct an area for this toy that can be a pull down type of con-
struction. You have sensilivity Lo the needs of others. You enjoy vour friends and may
invite a friend or two later this evening to join you in some homemade dessert special-
ty. Music is likely to play a part in this relaxing visit.

(=

You could discover a difficult co-worker that opens up Lo you. Some
answers that may help this person are to help him or her break down a difficult task
into manageable segments and to Leach this person how to organize lime by being a
good example. You appreciate responsibilities and will be very helpful in home mat-
ters. There is a feeling of being at peace and stable on the emotional level. You are
learning some valuable Lools for belter relationships. Remember that the frustrations
you may experience from time lo lime are opportunities to use your new abilities in
remedying difficulties. Stability satisfies a deep emolional need.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Some of the issues confronting you now are in making peace with the past
and coming Lo terms with any karmic debts you may have accrued in this life. Some
suggest a backward walk or a review of each day and then letting go of any negative—
perhaps, if needed, a correction in thinking may be all that is necessary. Of course,
nature might appreciate a backward look more often. Sometimes an oil change, a toss
of a piece of paper, an aluminum can or a gum wrapper can all have a ripple effect on
our lives—for a long time in the future—recycle. Look into a more natural way to care
for your garden or to get rid of the bugs in your home.

Leo (July 23-August 22)

You are most persuasive with others and a communication attempt with
a difficult person is successful. Your patience with the elderly is also commendable and
you may decide lo choose some form of volunteer service or business that includes
care of the elderly—making their lives easier. There are good opportunities for you to
work in the yard this afternoon. Perhaps you will be applying some mulch or some oth-
er product that will protect your garden this winter. Visiting with neighbors or young
people this evening provides you with a stage for self-expression and lends itself to
your particular ideas and thoughts.

ﬂ Virgo (August 23-September 22)
-

You spend a lot of time playing catch-up this morning. You prepare to do
vour best on a tough project this day. Gel your shopping out of the way soon! You
may be sought after for your counsel regarding some very personal and emotional
issues this afternoon. You are able to cut through the red tape and get at what is
beneath and behind most problems. You have a clear vision into your own inner sense
of values: how you appreciate and love. This is a good lime lo examine and think
about what is important and of lasting value.

Wordsearch Puzzle

Cheerleading - All Star

Find and circle all of the Cheerleading words that are hidden in the grid.
The remaining letters spell a secret message.
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ARCH DOUBLE FULL  KICK OVER REBOUND SPONGE
AROUND THE WORLD DOUBLE HOOK KNEE DROPS  RELOAD STICKING IT
BACK BEND DOUBLE NINE LAYOUT REWIND SUPERMAN
BOW AND ARROW EXTENSION LOG ROLL ROLL DOWN TEAMS
CARTWHEELS FISTS Low v ROUND OFF THE SUMMIT
CHOREOGRAPHER FLAT BACKS NATIONALS ROUTINE TRIP CRADLE
COACH FLIP FLOP NEEDLE SCALE TUCK
COMPETITIONS FOUNTAIN PENCIL DROP SCISSORS TUMBLING
CRADLE CATCH FROG JUMP PIKE SCORPION WHIRYBIRD
DIAGONAL HANDSPRINGS PITCH SHOULDER STAND WORLDS
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l!ﬂ Libra (September 23-October 22)

With you in charge, successful endings are ahead. This is an easy, calm day
that should find everything running in a smooth manner. Prosperity and security take
center stage in your thoughts and you make your plans for next year’s employee
upgrade. You may find that you are appreciated for your ability to know what is need-
ed and Lo respond appropriately. You are moved to appreciate and discover the beau-
ty in your life and in those around you. You and a friend or loved one have the oppor-
Lunity to enjoy some lime together in an inspiring environment this afternoon. Music is
an important aspect of this time.

ﬁ Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

"This is not necessarily an argumentative day, but you will find yourself tak-
ing on more of an attitude of needing to agree to disagree. When you get home this after-
noon, get the old bike out and spend some time taking a little bicycle ride. Your self-confi-
dence increases with each block you travel and you will enjoy the changes you feel in the
weather. While you are riding that bike or taking that walk, think about the things you are
really good at and make plans to cash in on the abilities you naturally have. Don't over-
pressure yourself. Allow the pieces of your life to fall into place in an orderly fashion.

& Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

W Some myslery around the neighborhood will become easier Lo under-
stand Lloday; however, you could be missing a big chunk of the puzzle. It is

important to discover the other side of the story, so to speak. There are two sides to
every slory. Be sure Lo look at both before passing judgment. If you are purchasing
gilts this afternoon, run through that list and check it twice! You may be moved Lo
appreciale the beauty at this time of year. You might even consider an art class Lo have
the experience of just what you can express through clay, photography or watercolor.

ﬂ Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Others could find you a difficult person to deal with today. This, however, is
a good lime to quietly stand your ground. Others may try to sway you to another way
of thinking or try Lo gel you o do something you do not want to do. This may involve a
choice of restaurant or entertainment that could lake away {rom the amount of money
you want Lo spend on a gift, or some other reasonable objection. This afternoon there
are shopping needs. Look carefully at some of the advertisements near the front of the
stores; you may gain some idea of ways in which Lo earn extra money or go into a busi-
ness for yoursell.

E Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

Support from those you admire is your best influence. A positive change is
coming this month. Taking responsibility for errors of the past and growing into a wise
and fair person are very important for your awareness at this time. Partnerships can
take on a deeper, more loving aspect at this time. You will be more inclined to be
sociable. You will also have more of an interest in a hobby or skills that may separate
you from the workplace. This could be an interest in art, music, writing, working with
trains, dolls or some sort of modeling—miniatures, cars, ships, clc.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Open round-table discussions are important in your profession as well as
a way Lo slay in louch with individual family members. No meal time should be frus-
trating and it is good to take the opportunity to gather for family chats. Consider the
round-table discussions at home once a week or once a month as needed. Keep up
the good work in trying for open discussions; this activity will give you a change to
update the calendar, be available and interact with each other and to show that each
individual is an important member of the family unit. Influential friends or family mem-
bers have a big impact on your personal goals and they make a big impression today

as someone expresses a new lalent. There are opportunities to laugh and hug.
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AERIAL DISMOUNT JUMPS SPOTTER
ARABESQUE ELEVATOR KMOTION  SQUAD
AWESOME EXECUTION  LIBERTY STUNT
BASE EXTENSION ~ LMOTION  TABLE TOP
BASKET TOSS  FACIALS MASCOT T MOTION
BUCKET FLYER MEGAPHONE TOE TOUCH
CANDLE STICKS HANDSPRING ~ PEELOFF  TUCK
CHANT HEELSTRETCH POMPONS  TUMBLING
CHEER HERKIE PYRAMID UNIFORM
CHOREOGRAPHY  HIGH V ROUTINE VARSITY
COACH HURDLER SELLIT V MOTION
CRADLE CATCH

The hidden message is: THE HOME TEAM MAY LOSE BUT THE CHEERLEADERS ALWAYS GIVE A

WINNING PERFORMANCE.
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Indonesian students participate in a carnival to celebrate the country’s 74th Independence Day, in Banda Aceh yesterday. — AFP

Al Weiwei fears
‘Tiananmen’
crackdown in
Hong Kong

alching the Hong Kong
protests from afar, Chinese
dissident-artist Ai Weiwei

fears the worst, warning of a repeat of
the 1989 Tiananmen Square crackdown
in Beijing. “I don't think any prediction
is Loo big,” the 61-year-old told AFP in

Berlin-based Chinese dissident artist Ai
WeiWei speaks to AFP reporters in
Berlin. — AFP

an interview in his Berlin studio. China
“is a sociely which sacrifices anything
to maintain its control,” he warned. “In
1989, the whole world was watching
and the tanks crushed the students, ... a
peaceful demonstration.” Ai’s bleak
warning comes after two months of
protests that have turned increasingly
violent, and as Beijing has massed secu-
rity forces nearby on the mainland in a
show of force.

Although most analysts consider a
full-blown crackdown unlikely, fears of
worse to come have hovered over the
former British colony thal was returned
to China in 1997. Ai, a long-ltime and
outspoken government critic, says he
has no illusions that Beijing values order
above all else. “Al the beginning ol this
demonstration, two months ago, |
already warned that the Chinese gov-
ernmenl evenlually, if they cannol make
this demonstration disappear, will use
violence,” he said. “There is no other
way, they can't talk about the situation
or negotiate. That’s not a skill they have.
All they have is the military and the
police.”

‘Mental violence’

Ai, China’s best known modern artist
around the world, once helped design
Beijing’s Bird's Nest Olympic stadium, but
later found himself at the receiving end of
the state’s wrath. The New York-trained
artist had confronted authorities espe-
cially after the 2008 Sichuan earthquake,
charging that corruption and shoddily
built state school buildings had height-
ened the death toll. Ai was detained for
81 days in 2011 amid a crackdown on dis-
sent. His passport was confiscated and
only returned lo him in 2015, after which
he moved Lo Berlin. “I share their [rustra-
tion,” he said about the Hong Kong pro-
Lesters. “I see myself as one of them, and
[ see them as part of me.

“As a victim of the Chinese authoritar-
ian state, I have been secretly detained,
I've been beaten, I have been put in jail,
nobody knew where ... so whal am |
gonna say?” In an authoritarian state, Ai
said, “the violence is not just physical, the
violence is mental, it's being refused any
discussion. This kind ol violence, this
slate violence, is horrible.” What the
Hong Kong protesters are doing “is per-
fectly right”, he argued. “They should
defend ‘one country, two systems’. They
should not let Hong Kong’s freedom dis-
appear. And the only way they can do
that is to keep fighting.”

‘Suicide game’

From his Berlin base, a sweeping stu-
dio complex in a former brewery, Ai,
also a documentary film-maker, weeks
ago deployed a camera crew to the
Hong Kong unrest. Since then, he said,
he has wilnessed the siluation gel
“worse and worse, because the people
are so [rustrated”, while police started
using tear gas and batons. “Hong Kong
students never experienced a situation
like that,” Ai said. “The demonstrators,
mosl of them are born since the 90s,
they never knew Hong Kong would
have this kind of situation.” Ai also
took aim at Western countries, charg-
ing that too many are scared to stand
up to Beijing and endanger their com-
mercial interests.

“Western countries want to take
advantage of China ... the factory of the
world,” he said, describing it as a
country with “no human rights, no reg-
ulations on working conditions, no
environmental concerns”. “So they shy
away from talking about human rights,
and I disagree with them,” said the
artist. “I think it is very short-sighted, I
think this is a suicide game they are
playing. —AFP
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Nirvana artist finds a
new canvas In Serbia

fter making his name designing and
Aprinting posters for Nirvana and other

bands at the height Seattle’s grunge
scene, American arlist Jeff Ross has since been
wandering the globe in search ol inspiration.
Now he is finding it in Serbia, where the 58-
year-old recently set up studio outside of
Belgrade and is taking part in the gritty capital’s
vibrant street art scene.

“I sense there is something here, there is a
ball of something happening and I want to be
here for it, and collaborate, teach people how to
screen print, make art, make music, noise,” he

i‘!\ \

US artist Jeff Ross poses for a photo in his studio next to print posters he

designed.

told AFP of the “energy” thalt drew him Lo
Serbia. On a recent night Ross could be seen
spray-painting loopy, brightly coloured designs
on the walls of Maniac, one of Belgrade’s under-
ground-literally beneath a street-late-night
alternative music clubs. He also works on private
pieces for sale in the studio he has set up in
Pancevo, a smaller cily just across the Danube
[rom Belgrade.

That’s where he keeps the iconic black-and-
white prints he designed for Nirvana posters
and merchandise back in the 1990s. Born in
Germany but raised in the United States, Ross

R
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says he was drawn to Pancevo’s slow vibe after
four years of making art in chaotic Bangkok.
Another draw to Serbia is a certain spirit of
improvisation that reminds Ross of his “punk
rock days”. “Everybody (here) makes things
with what they have... My art is the same thing, I
collect things, I use everything I can find Lo
make art, so Serbia, Belgrade, is perfect for
that."— AP

US artist Jeff Ross works on his drawing in the subway in the center of

Belgrade.

US artist Jeff Ross works on his drawing, in Pancevo, near Belgrade.
— AFP photos
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Okaz HRniabts at Taif

Season obring

The 13th edition of Souk Okaz, being held as part of
Tail Season, fealures Lhealrical performances
depicting Arab life in previous eras, including
knights from antiquity and historic camel caravans. The
supervisor of the Knights Club in Souk Okaz, Daifallah Al-
Jaid, said that the scenes being presented by 50 “knights”
and 100 camel riders are based on times of up to 1,500
years ago, enabling visilors Lo gel an idea of the life-styles
prevalent in the period.

The knights and camel jockeys can be seen in Okaz

history to life

Avenue and other areas, including the historical markets;
performers enact the roles assigned Lo them, with knights
roaming on horseback and camel caravans parading
through the market throughout the day. The distinclive
costumes for the Okaz knights were carefully crafted,
drawing on internatlional expertise and designers [rom
Arab countries to create authentic clothes and weapons,
including spears, swords and shields.

Monday, August 19, 2019

MAGICAL” WOODSTOCK: THE TOWN THAT LENT THE FESTIVAL ITS NAME

usic blared from the church near local
M\Voodstock teenager Richard Heppner’s home-

but it wasn't bells that sent his father over the
edge. “You cannot call the cops on Jimi Hendrix,”
Heppner recalls insisting until his dad conceded, as the
guitar hero rehearsed in the abandoned place of worship.
The town of Woodstock-a municipality 107 miles (172
kilometers) north of New York City-didn’t actually host
the festival carrying ils name, bul rubbing shoulders with
greals like Hendrix was standard fare, said Heppner, who
holds that his home town’s artistic bent reaches back long
before 1969.

“We like to believe the spirit that gave birth to the fes-
tival started right here,” said the now 67-year-old, who
serves as the town’s historian. Organizers of the
Woodstock weekend, whose 50th anniversary started
Thursday, originally wanled Lo hold the event celebraling
peace, love and music in its namesake town, long a haven
for creative types including Bob Dylan. For space and
permil reasons they were forced Lo look elsewhere-about
60 miles southwest-but opted to retain the Woodstock
moniker.

Though the [estival wasn't held in the town now home
to some 6,000 people, tourists making pilgrimages to the

original grounds have conlinued Lo mistakenly arrive in
droves for hall a cenlury, a snafu that never [ails Lo make
Heppner smirk. “The name continues to hold the magic,”
he said, speaking [rom the town’s historical sociely. “Our
name is allached Lo a generation.”

Artistic legacy

According to Heppner and other long-time residents
of the town il’s a reputation not misplaced, as the town of
Woodstock in upstate New York traces its artistic, anti-
authoritarian roots much further back than its association
with the storied festival. After dreaming up their vision in
a series of love lellers, American arlist Jane Byrd McCall
Whitehead and her husband-to-be, Englishman Ralph
Radcliffe Whitehead, opened the Byrdcliffe art colony in
the mountains overlooking Woodstock in 1903, which
remains active to this day. “This is a town that is generat-
ed by that kind of artistic spirit,” said Derin Tanyol, direc-
tor of exhibitions and programs at the Woodstock
Byrdcliffe Guild.

It “really has earned its litle as an arlist’s colony,” she
said oulside one of Byrdcliffe’s main houses nestled
behind a mulberry tree, where an outdoor psychedelic
arl exhibil entitled “Psych Out!!!” is ongoing. Alan Baer,

Merchandise is seen outside a souvenir store on Tinker Street.

A person looks at Woodstock souvenirs outside a store on Tinker Street.

an architect and the exhibil’s curator, arrived in
Woodstock three decades ago with his arlist wile, drawn
by the area’s arlistic energy. “There’s so much history
here,” he said. “You're working independently of that his-
tory, but it’s in your genes; you definitely feel it.

Today tourists in Woodstock can dine in upscale sus-
tainably sourced restaurants and pick up a tie-dye
“Graleful Dead” L-shirt after, with several shops down-
town capitalizing on the town’s link to the festival by
offering hippie goods visitors seek. “We certainly rely on
the Woodstock music festival to bring people here, even
il they end up having Lo go somewhere else,” Tanyol said
with a laugh.

Giggles aside, the town’s reputation has begun draw-
ing in more and more wealthy New Yorkers seeking {resh
air and [resh vision-lriggering a spike in real eslale
prices and a dwindling population of creatives able to
mainlain a living. And yel, according Lo Tanyol, an ages-
old feedback loop is at play: “This is a town that really is
culturally and economically defined by... Lwo very distincl
types, the starving artist and the wealthy New Yorker
who has a second home here.” “The artists need the
wealthy people in order to fund the organizations that
give the arlists places Lo have their exhibitions-and the

wealthy people need the art.”

‘Magical place’

Townspeople have noticed even more travelers in
search of the Woodstock aura showing up in town in
recent months, as the actual festival grounds in Bethel
prepare to host a series of events and concerts from vet-
eran performers like Santana August 15-18. The constant
influx of cash and people summering upstate has some in
the town conceding that Woodstock’s longstanding
countercultural spirit is “waning,” historian Heppner said.

“Have we lost the true meaning of Woodstock? Some
people say veah, yeah we have,” he said. “If I can’t rent a
house here, and 1 like music, or I like to paint-you don't
have an art colony il you don’t have arlists.” But for Baer,
the area is a “charged, magical place” that he thinks will
last. “It’s the art spirit; it has nothing to do with money,”
the 69-year-old said. “It has everything lo do with sce-
ing, looking for whatever can make a difference in the
world-artistically, creatively-and giving it a place in our
existence.” — AFP

Derin Tanyol, Director of Exhibitions and Programs at the A Woodstock sign is seen. — AFP photos
Woodstock Byrdcliffe Guild poses for a picture.

A guitar sculpture by artist ‘Rennie Cantine’ is on display on Tinker Street.
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Vintage car rally marks Baltics
human chain anniversary

Baltic states Sunday to mark the 30th
anniversary of a human chain of more

than a million people demanding independence
from the Soviet Union. Decorated with
Lithuanian, Lalvian and Eslonian nalional flags,
some 200 cars began their journey from the
central square in the Lithuanian capital Vilnius
to the cheers of onlookers. A number of con-
cerls are scheduled en route before the convoy
reaches the Estonian capital Tallinn on Tuesday.
The 675-kilometre (420-mile) human chain,
known as the Baltic Way, linked Vilnius, Riga
and Tallinn on August 23, 1989 to mark the 50th
anniversary of the infamous Nazi-Soviel pact
that carved up eastern Europe and led to the
Baltic states’ occupation by the Soviet Union.
The vintage cars taking part represent both
eras, from Mercedes-Benz and Lincolns of the
1930s lo Soviel-era Volgas and Ladas of the

I I undreds of vintage cars set oul across the

Monday, August 19,2019

Participants of the “Baltic Way 30” depart the antique cars’ event at the Cathedral Square in Vilnius.

One of the largest demonstrations in the
Soviel Union, the Baltic Way was a “life chang-
er” for many of the six million people living in
the three countries, said parade participant
Raimundas Skridulas. “We were at the Baltic
Way near Panevezys in northern Lithuania. It
means everylhing, it changed our life for the
better,” the 60-year-old told AFP, sitting in a
1972 Mercedes. Six months after the protest,
Lithuania became the first Soviet republic to
declare independence.

The three countries won international recog-
nition in 1991 before joining the EU and NATO
in 2004. Organiser Egidijus Einoris said it was
the first joint event of this scale for vinlage car
enthusiasts in the three states. “All Baltic people
were united 30 years ago and we have managed
to repeat that,” he told AFP. “It is hard to
describe the feelings in 1989. It was a huge [eel-
ing of national pride. I feel nostalgic when I look

Plasde

A sticker reading “Baltic Way 30” is seen on the rear window of an antique car during the

The front part of an antique car is pictured during  «ggitic Way 30” antique cars’ event at the Cathedral Square in Vilnius.

the antique cars’ event “Baltic Way 30” at the
Cathedral Square in Vilnius.

1980s.
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Participants of the “Baltic Way 30” get ready to depart the antique cars’ event
at the Cathedral Square in Vilnius, Lithaunaia. — AFP photos

A worker sliding a block of natural ice on a bamboo rail after
it was cut from an open-air pool at a factory in Nikko.

An itinerant Buddhist monk blowing a conch shell for a “good
harvest” of natural ice at a factory in Nikko.

back at the pictures,” he added. — AFP

i

Cathedral Square in Vilnius.

A participant of the “Baltic Way 30” departs the antique cars’ event at the

i

A placard reading “The Baltic Way 30” is fixed on the bumper of an antique car during the
“Baltic Way 30” antique cars’ event at the Cathedral Square in Vilnius.

High-end rebrand makes lifesweet for Japan's ‘ice farmers’

conch shell as Yuichiro Yamamoto bows and thanks the

nature gods for this year’s “good harvesl”: natural ice.
Yamamolo is one ol Japan's few remaining “ice [armers”,
eschewing the ease of refrigeration for open-air pools to
create a product that is sold to high-end shaved ice
shops in trendy Tokyo districts. His trade had all but dis-
appeared in recent decades, and the shaved ice or kakig-
ori that is popular throughout Japan in summer had been
produced with cheap machine-made ice. But reinventing
natural-made ice as a high-end artisanal product has
helped revive the sector and save his firm.

“When [ started making natural ice, I wondered how I
should markel it. I thought I needed to transform kakig-
ori,” Yamamolo Llells AFP al his ice-making field in the
town of Nikko, north of Tokyo. Yamamoto look over a
traditional ice-making business 13 years ago in Nikko,
where he also runs a leisure park. At the time, shaved ice
cosl just 200 yen ($2) in the local area and Yamamolo,
who was fascinated by traditional ice-making, knew he
couldn’t make ends meet. “My predecessor used to sell
ice at the same price as the fridge-made one, which can
be manufactured easily anytime throughout the year,” the
68-vear-old says.

The situation made it “impossible” to compete he
explains, as producing natural ice is labor intensive.
Instead he decided to transform cheap kakigori into a
luxury desserl, made with his natural ice and high-grade
fruil puree rather than artificially flavored syrup. After
months of research, he began producing his own small
batches of artisanal kakigori.

I n a mountainous area north of Tokyo, a priest blows a

Blocks of natural ice being moved on a bamboo rail after being cut from an open-air pool at a
factory in Nikko, Tochigi prefecture.

A gruelling process

“I put the price tag at 800 yen for a bowl of kakigori.
[ also priced the ice at 9,000 yen per case, which is six
times more than my predecessor,” he says. At first, there
were days he threw away Llons of ice because he could
not find clients. But one day buyers from the prestigious
Mitsukoshi department store discovered his product, and
began slocking il, lurning around his fortunes. Kakigori
dates back to the Heian Period (794-1185) when aristo-
cratic court culture flourished in the then-capital of
Kyoto.

It was a rare delicacy reserved [or the rich, with the
ice naturally made and stored in mountainside holes cov-
ered with silver sheets. It was only after 1883, when the
first ice-making factory was built in Tokyo, that ordinary
people could taste the dessert. With the development of
ice-making machines, the number of traditional ice mak-
ers dropped to fewer than 10 nationwide.

The story is one familiar to many traditional Japanese
crafts and foodstuffs-with expensive and labor-intensive
products losing ground as cheaper, machine-driven ver-
sions become available. And making ice naturally is a
grueling task. The season begins in the autumn when
workers prepare a swimming-pool-like pit by cultivating
the soil and pouring in spring water.

Thin frozen initial layers are scraped away along with
dirt and fallen leaves. The ice-making begins in earnest in
the winter, when walter is poured in Lo freeze solid, but it
must be carefully protected. Producers regularly scrape
off snow that can slow the freezing process. “I once spent
16 hours non-stop removing snow,” Yamamolo recalls.

Cult product

And rain too can ruin the product, causing cracks that
mean the whole batch has to be discarded. “I check the
weather forecast 10 limes a day,” Yamamolo laughs.
Once the ice is 14 centimeters (5.5 inches) thick, which
lakes al least two weeks, workers begin culling oul rec-
tangular blocks. Each block, which weighs about 40
kilograms (88 pounds), is glided into an ice room filled
with sawdust on a long bamboo slide. The blocks are sold
to some of Tokyo’s high-end shaved ice shops as well as
department stores.

In the Yanaka district, more than 1,000 people queue
up every day for a laste of kakigori made with natural ice
produced by another ice-maker from Nikko. Owner Koji
Morinishi says the naturally made ice has a lexture thal is
different from machine-made products. “It feels very dif-
ferent when you shave il. IUs harder because iU’s [rozen
over a long period of time,” explains Morinishi. “IUs easi-
er Lo shave really thin if the ice is hard. If not hard, it dis-
solves too quickly.”

Morinishi himself struggled when he first opened the
kakigori shop, but has gradually built a cult following for
his desserts topped with purees of mango, watermelon,
peach or other fruit. And Yamamoto’s firm has seen
demand soar-he now harvests 160 Lons a year and knows
two new producers who have entered the market. He
says: “This business has become allractive and the ice
makers are all busy.” — AFP

P g

A worker removing a block of natural ice after it was cut from an open-air pool at a factory in

Nikko, Tochigi prefecture. — AFP photos
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Margaret Gallagher, 77, poses holding a cake in front of the open fireplace in her three roomed thatched cottage near the vil-
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lage of Belcoo, Enniskillen, northern Ireland, on the border with the Republic of Ireland. — AFP photos

An oil lamp is seen on the windowsill in the three roomed
thatched cottage home of Margaret Gallagher.

Cloggs belonging to the late father of Margaret Gallagher.
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wind-up radio, a smattering of color
Aphotos and a stack of glossy books:

these are the only signs that Margaret
Gallagher lives in the modern world. For all of
her 77 years Gallagher has lived in a 200-
yvear-old thatched collage in Northern
Ireland without running waler, electricily or
an indoor toilet. It is an “off grid” lifestyle that
deflies modernily bul is in lune with contem-
porary trends.

“I've never known anything, only what I'm
living now. So you never miss what you've nev-
er had,” Gallagher said, as she showed ofl her
while stone home. “All I need is good health Lo
be able to live out my life in this idyllic home.”

A family home

Gallagher’s close family has lived here since
her grandlather bought the house, plastered
with cow manure and pigs blood, from his
cousins aller they emigrated Lo the Uniled
States in 1887. Nestled in the countryside of
County Fermanagh, the 13 meter by 7 meter
(43 foot by 23 fool) cottage is split into three
spaces-a kitchen bracketed by two spartan
bedrooms. Come rain or shine the entire home
is heated by an open hearth fire stacked with
bricks of peat, emitting a distinctive blue
smoke funneled up through a chimney above.

Earlier in her life, Gallagher held down the
family’s small farm, nursing her bedridden
father in the house for 17 years, before working
in local community development. Every morn-
ing she is roused at 5.00am by a local wren
which perches on her windowsill and demands
to be fed. “Lucky I'm not a good sleeper any-
way,” she quipped. Then Gallagher starts her
day-hauling water from a nearby spring well,
stacking wood and peat for fuel and cooking
three meals a day on the open fire which lights
her home alongside oil lamps and candles.
“This is my lot. I am happy with it,” she told
AFP after a morning spent baking a cake over
the fire. “This is me-open space, doing my own
thing, working with what I know. IUs hallowed
ground as far as I'm concerned.”

A picture shows turf in a bucket for the fire outside the three roomed thatched cottage home
of Margaret Gallagher.

Belcoo, Enniskillen.
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Margaret Gallagher, 77, poses for a photograph in her garden in front of her three roomed thatched cottage near the village of

PENSIONER
D COTTAGE

‘They love fads’

Ironically, Gallagher’s archaic existence puts
her on the culling edge of changes in main-
stream discourse around the environmental
and psychological impact of modern lifestyles.
Aside from her radio, only the occasional
newspaper and a basic mobile phone —
charged in her car “to ring for a priest or a
doctor”-connect Gallagher to the outside
world, making her an unwitting advocate for
the movement. Environmental concerns and
growing housing cosls are also driving a new
generalion Lo search for alternative ways of liv-
ing with a smaller carbon footprint. But
Gallagher is skeptical of the current push
towards eco-friendliness.

“IUs faddish-they love lads. IUs brand new
and shiny. In a year or two it'll be something
else. IUs not for real.” Gallagher has never
married, bul does nol [eel her solilary exis-
lence marks her as a hermil. “There’s a vasl
difference in being lonely and being alone,”
she said. “I'm alone but I'm not lonely.” And
she does nol regrel her decision Lo live a life
that still requires hard graft in her twilight
years. “I've enjoyed every minute ol my life
to date”. — AFP

Margaret Gallagher, 77, pos-
es for a photograph in front
of her library of books in her
bedroom in her three roomed
thatched cottage near the
village of Belcoo, Enniskillen.

Pipes and snuff belonging to the late father of Margaret Gallagher.

A picture shows paraphernalia for the administration of the Anointing of the Sick,
for a priest to administer the last rites, set up in the upper bedroom of the three
roomed thatched cottage home of Margaret Gallagher.

Gallagher.

A small gas stove is seen in the three roomed thatched cottage home of Margaret Crockery is seen in the three roomed thatched cottage home of Margaret Gallagher,

77, near the village of Belcoo, Enniskillen.
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STATE OF KUWAIT

DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF CIVIL AVIATION
METEOROLOGICAL DEPARTMENT

Tel: (+965) 161 Ext: 6819 - 6817

Fax: (+065) 24348714
www.met.gov.kw

Expected Weather for the Next 24 Hours

BY DAY: Hot with light to moderate north westerly wind to variable wind, with speed of 08 - 30 km/h .

BY NIGHT: Hot to relatively hot with light to moderate variable wind to north westerly wind. with speed of 06 - 26

km/h
'WEATHER WARNING No Current Warnings |
STATION MAX. EXP. MIN. REC. SFC. CHART 18/08/2019 0000 UTC
KUWAIT CITY 44 °C 33 °C f
KUWAIT AIRPORT 45 °C 25%C
ABDALY 44 °C 28 °C E=
s
BUBYAN - °C - °C
JAHRA 45 °C 29 °C ;
FAILAKA ISLAND 48 °C 26 °C - Q
SALMIYAH 44 °C 34-°C
AHMADI 42 °C 33:°C
NUWAISIB 43 °C 28 °C
WAFRA 44 °C 26 °C
SALMY 43 °C 28 °C st
4 DAYS FORECAST
Temperatures
DAY DATE WEATHER MAX. | v~ | Wind Direction | Wind Speed
Monday | 08/19 Very hot 47 °C 27°C NW 12 - 38 km/h
Tuesday | 08/20 Very hot 47°C 29°C NE-NW 10 - 30 km/h
Wednesday | 08/21 Very hot and some high clouds will appear 48 °C 30°C NE-NW 12 - 35 km'h
2 Hot and Kelatively humid over coastal areas and o o
Thursday | 08/22 “oirie scatt)({:rcd clouds will appear 46 °C 31°C NW-NE 12 - 35 km/h
PRAYER TIMES RECORDED YESTERDAY AT KUWAIT AIRPORT
Fajr 03:54 MAX. Temp. 45 °C
Sunrise 05:18 MIN. Temp. 30 °C
Zuhr 11:52 MAX. RH 21 %
Asr 15:27 MIN. RH 07 %
Sunset 18:26 MAX. Wind NW 53 km/h
Isha 19:48 TOTAL RAINFALL IN 24 HR. 0 mm

1, Hanif (Given Name)
Salman Mohammed
(Surname) holder of Indian
Passport No. J5396300 hav-
ing permanent address: OFF
Mira Bhayander Road,
Shanti Park, Mira Road
(East), Dist Thane-401107,
India residing in Kuwait at
present, hereby declare that
henceforth my name will be
read as: Given name: Salman
Mohammed and Surname:
Hanif for all purposes.
(C5667) 19-8-2019

I, Sajjad Husain Mukadam
Hakimuddin hereby declare
that | have changed my
name to Hakimuddin
Mukadam henceforth, | shall
be known as Hakimuddin
Mukadam for all future pur-
poses. Address: Bohra Street
Mandsaur Madhya Pradesh.
(C5577)

1, VINCENT SIRES JOAQUIM
ANTONIO RODRIGUES hold-
er of Indian Passport No.
L0080611 having perma-
nent address: House No.
869, Varik Vaddo, Curtorim,
Salcette, Goa, 403709, India
residing in Kuwait at pres-
ent, hereby declare that
henceforth my name will be
read as: Given name: VIN-
CENT SIRES and Surname:
RODRIGUES (C 5578)
18-8-2019

SITUATION WANTED

Finance auditor (Internal -
External) with 10 years
experience looking for a
suitable job. Email:
ahm_slis@yahoo.com Mob:
60025033 (C5575)

HR-Admin Executive 10
years + experience in GCC
with accounting back-
ground looking for a suit-
able job. Email:
mazen_bh@yahoo.com
Mob: +965 50687025
(C5576) 18-8-2019
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Government Gouvernement

du Canada

Canada

The Embassy of Canada in Kuwait seeks a full time

Property and Material Officer
The ideal applicant must have experience in the field
of property management, speak English and Arabic
and be legally residing in Kuwait.

L4

To apply, please follow the link
www.kuwait.gc.ca

complete the online application form and upload a CV
and a covering letter by the Closing date: 29/08/2019

Please note that only those selected for further
consideration will be contacted.

Kuwait Airways
Jazeera Airways
Wataniya Airways
Turkish Airlines

American Airlines

Jet Airways
FlyDubai
Qatar Airways
KLM

Royal Jordanian

British Airways

Air France

Emirates

171

177

22 066 536
1884918
22087425
22087426
22924455
22414400
22423888
22425747

22418064/5/6

22425635
22430224
22921555

Airlines

Air India

Air India EXPRESS
Sri Lanka Airlines
Egypt Air

Swiss Air

Saudia

Middle East Airlines’
Lufthansa

PIA

Bangladesh Airlines
Indian Airlines
Oman Air

Turkish Airlines
Aeroflot

22456700
22438185/4
22424444
22421578
22421516
22426306
22423073
22422493
22421044
22452977/8
22456700
22958787
22453820/1
22404838/9

Flight Schedule

Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)

DIAL161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION

Arrival Flights on Monday 19/8/2019

Airlines Flt
JZR 406
FEG 441
IGO 1757
JZR 254
THY 772
KAC 102
DLH 625
JZR 722
KAC 504
JZR 734
RJA 642
UAE 853
KLM 446
PGT 858
THY 1464
KKK 1268
JZR 262
ETH 620
QTR 1086
THY 1404
MEA 400
PGT 860
GFA 211
THY 768
JZR 502
ETD 305
OMA 643
MSR 612
KAC 418
QTR 1076
MEA 406
OHY 352
KAC 382
IGO 1751
KAC 346
KAC 784
JZR 404
FDB 069
DHX 170
THY 770
JZR 402
KAC 344
UAE 873
KAC 552
JZR 112
JZR 702
BAW 157
KAC 284
JZR 714
KAC 678
KAC 204
RBG 559
JZR 102
KAC 302
IGO 1766
RBG 211
FDB 053
JZR 724
MSC 401
QTR 1084
KAC 384
IRA 601
KAC 352
KAC 2712
UAE 855
ETD 301
OMA 641
ABY 125
KAC 334
QTR 1070
IGO 1753
FDB 055
AXB 889
JZR 252
GFA 213
AXB 395
MEA 404
JZR 716
QTR 1074
THY 1282
JZR 1736
JZR 114
IGO 1755
NIA 1401
JZR 122
FEG 1441
AXB 789
SAW 701
RBG 553

THY 766

Route
Kochi
Asyut
Kochi
Amman
Istanbul
London
Dammam
Alexandria
Beirut
Cairo
Amman
Dubai
Bahrain
Istanbul
Istanbul
Istanbul
Beirut

Addis Ababa

Doha
AYT

Beirut
Istanbul
Bahrain
Istanbul
Lahore
Abu Dhabi
Muscat
Cairo
Manila
Doha
Beirut
Istanbul
Delhi
Chennai
Ahmedaba
Jeddah
Hyderabad
Dubai
Bahrain
Istanbul
Mumbai
Chennai
Dubai
Cairo
Doha
Asyut
London
Dhaka
Sohag
Dubai
Lahore
Alexandria
Bahrain
Mumbai
Mumbai
Luxor
Dubai
Alexandria
Alexandria
Doha
Delhi
Tehran
Kochi
Madinah
Dubai

Abu Dhabi
Muscat
Sharjah

d

Trivandrum

Doha
Ahmedaba
Dubai

d

Mangalore/Bahrain

Amman
Bahrain
Kozhikode
Beirut
Sohag
Doha
Trabzon
Cairo
Doha
CNN
Sohag
Dubai
Asyut
CNN/Bahra
Damascus
Alexandria
Istanbul

in

Time
00:01
00:05
00:10
00:20
00:20
00:50
00:50
01:00
01:00
01:00
01:20
01:40
01:45
01:50
01:50
01:55
02:05
02:15
02:40
02:45
02:50
02:50
02:50
02:55
02:55
03:05
03:05
03:15
03:20
03:30
04:00
04:00
04:05
04:10
04:15
04:25
04:50
05:05
05:05
05:20
05:25
05:30
05:40
05:45
05:50
06:10
06:10
06:15
06:20
06:40
06:45
06:50
07:00
07:05
07:10
07:25
07:50
07:50
08:00
08:00
08:10
08:10
08:20
08:25
08:25
08:50
09:00
09:00
09:00
09:20
09:40
09:40
10:20
10:20
10:40
10:40
10:55
10:55
11:00
11:05
11:05
11:10
11:30
11:35
11:45
12:00
12:10
12:30
12:30
12:30

JZR 604
UAE 871
MSR 610
KAC 742
IRA 667
RJA 644
KAC 774
JZR 212
UAE 877
KAC 672
JZR 152
KAC 1624
GFA 221
FDB 059
KAC 2709
QTR 1078
KAC 364
KAC 286
KAC 194
SVA 500
KAC 304
JZR 222
KAC 618
KAC 562
KAC 788
KAC 118
KAC 412
ETD 303
OMA 645
ABY 127
UAE 857
FEG 341
KAC 546
JZR 732
QTR 1072
SAW 705
JZR 116
SVA 510
GFA 215
JZR 214
KAC 158
JZR 124
OMS 225
JZR 104
FEG 1241
QTR 1080
JZR 302
MSR 620
SAW 703
FDB 063
GFA 217
RJA 640
UAE 875
ABY 123
KAC 506
KAC 744
KAC 616
KAC 776
KAC 674
JZR 310
KAC 174
KAC 196
KNE 231
OMA 647
NIA 1501
DLH 624
MEA 402
KAC 620
QTR 1088
JAV 621
RBG 219
KLM 445
ETD 307
UAE 859
ALK 229
THY 764
KAC 164
GFA 219
KAC 622
KAC 564
QTR 1082
ETD 309
KAC 786
SVA 514
AIC 975
SVA 502
JZR 128
MSC 411
MSR 614
FDB 071
KAC 548

Baku 12:35
Dubai 12:45
Cairo 12:45
Dammam 12:55
Esfahan 13:10
Amman 13:20
Riyadh 13:35
Jeddah 13:45
Dubai 14:00
Dubai 14:00
Mashhad 14:05
Doha 14:10
Bahrain 14:15
Dubai 14:20
Madinah 14:25
Doha 14:25
Colombo 14:35
Dhaka 14:35
Trabzon 14:40
Jeddah 14:45
Mumbai 14:45
Riyadh 14:45
Doha 14:50
Amman 14:50
Jeddah 14:55
New York 15:00
Bangkok 15:10
Abu Dhabi 15:15
Muscat 15:20
Sharjah 15:35
Dubai 15:45
Sohag 16:00
Cairo 16:05
Cairo 16:10
Doha 16:15
Damascus 17:00
Doha 17:05
Riyadh 17:10
Bahrain 17:30
Jeddah 17:35
Istanbul 17:40
Dubai 17:40
SLL 17:45
Bahrain 18:00
Alexandria 18:00
Doha 18:10
Istanbul 18:20
Cairo 18:30
Damascus 18:55
Dubai 19:05
Bahrain 19:05
Amman 19:05
Dubai 19:05
Sharjah 19:20
Beirut/LCA 19:25
Dammam 19:25
Bahrain 19:40
Riyadh 19:45
Dubai 19:45
BJV 19:50
Munich 19:55
BJV 20:00
Riyadh 20:00
Muscat 20:05
Asyut 20:10
Frankfurt 20:10
Beirut 20:15
Doha 20:30
Doha 20:40
Amman 20:45
Sohag 20:55
Amsterdam 21:00
Abu Dhabi 21:10
Dubai 21:15
Colombo 21:15
Istanbul 21:30
MXP 21:40
Bahrain 21:50
Doha 21:50
Amman 21:55
Doha 22:05
Abu Dhabi 22:15
Jeddah 22:20
Riyadh 22:25
Chennai/Goa 22:25
Jeddah 22:45
Dubai 22:50
Asyut 23:15
Cairo 23:30
Dubai 23:35
Alexandria 23:50

Departure Flights on Monday 19/8/2019
Flt

Airlines Route Time
AlC 982 Ahmedabad/Chennai 00:05
JZR 713 Sohag 00:10
MSC 412 Asyut 00:15
MSR 615 Cairo 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
MEA 8980 Madinah 00:50
JZR 723 Alexandria 01:05
FEG 342 Sohag 01:05
1GO 1758 Kochi 01:10
KAC 677 Dubai 01:40
THY 773 Istanbul 01:50
DLH 625 Frankfurt 01:50
KAC 417 Manila 02:00
KAC 363 Colombo 02:00
KAC 285 Dhaka 02:00
JZR 111 Doha 02:10
THY 765 Istanbul 02:50
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:50
KKK 1269 Istanbul 02:55
KAC 2711 Madinah 02:55
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 03:05
KLM 446 Amsterdam 03:10
UAE 854 Dubai 03:30
THY 769 Istanbul 03:50
MEA 401 Beirut 03:50
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:00
JZR 101 Bahrain 04:05
OMA 644 Muscat 04:05
QTR 1087 Doha 04:15
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
PGT 861 Istanbul 04:20
JZR 1735 Cairo 04:40
JZR 715 Sohag 04:45
QTR 1077 Doha 05:00
OHY 351 Istanbul 05:00
MEA 407 Beirut 05:00
JZR 251 Amman 05:10
IGO 1752 Chennai 05:10
KAC 303 Mumbai 05:15
THY 1465 Istanbul 06:00
FDB 070 Dubai 06:00
THY 771 Istanbul 06:30
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
JZR 603 Baku 06:55
RJA 643 Amman 07:00
UAE 874 Dubai 07:10
JZR 121 Dubai 07:15
JZR 113 Doha 07:30
RBG 550 Alexandria 07:30
BAW 156 London 07:40
KAC 173 Munich 07:55
JZR 211 Jeddah 08:00
1GO 1767 Mumbai 08:10
KAC 193 Trabzon 08:10
KAC 181 Paris/NCE 08:10
RBG 214 Sohag 08:15
JZR 151 Mashhad 08:15
FDB 054 Dubai 08:35
KAC 163 MXP 08:35
KAC 545 Cairo 08:50
KAC 157 Istanbul 08:55
KAC 561 Amman 08:55
KAC 2710 Madinah 08:55
MSC 402 Alexandria 09:00
KAC 121 AGP 09:00
KAC 117 New York 09:05
QTR 1085 Doha 09:10
IRA 666 Esfahan 09:10
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:15
KAC 671 Dubai 09:15
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:40
KAC 741 Dammam 09:40
KAC 773 Riyadh 09:40
JZR 731 Cairo 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
KAC 505 LCA/Beirut 09:50
JZR 301 Istanbul 09:55
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 09:55
OMA 642 Muscat 10:00
KAC 1623 Doha 10:00
KAC 101 London 10:05
QTR 1071 Doha 10:30
FDB 056 Dubai 10:40
IGO 1754 Ahmedabad 10:40
KAC 617 Doha 10:40
KAC 195 BJV 11:00
JZR 221 Riyadh 11:20
AXB 890 Mangalore 11:20
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
JZR 309 BJV 11:45

AXB
MEA
THY
JZR
QTR
IGO
NIA
FEG
AXB
RBG
JZR
JZR
SAW
MSR
THY
IRA
UAE
RJA
KAC
GFA
JZR
FDB
UAE
QTR
SVA
KAC
JZR
KAC
KAC
KAC
KAC
ABY
KAC
ETD
OMA
KAC
KAC
FEG
QTR
KAC
KAC
UAE
KAC
KAC
SAW
SVA
JZR
JZR
GFA
JZR
OoMS
JZR
FEG
JZR
JZR
KAC
QTR
MSR
FDB
GFA
KAC
SAW
ABY
KAC
RJA
JZR
UAE
KNE
KAC
DLH
OMA
NIA
MEA
KAC
RBG
JAV
DHX
QTR
KAC
KLM
ETD
ALK
THY
KAC
UAE
JZR
GFA
KAC
KAC
ETD
QTR
SVA
JZR
SVA

396
405
1283
213
1075
1756
1502
1242
790
554
123
115
702
611
767
600
872
645
673
222
103
060
878
1079
501
105
405
563
775
743
615
128
785
304
646
619
547
242
1073
361
155
858
621
381
706
511
721
127
216
403
226
733
1342
253
261
345
1081
621
064
218
331
704
124
357
641
401
876
232
353
624
648
1602
403
301
210
621
171
1089
203
445
308
230
1413
383
860
407
220
783
551
310
1083
515
701
503

Kozhikode
Beirut
Trabzon
Jeddah
Doha
CNN

Asyut
Alexandria
CNN
Alexandria
Dubai
Doha
Damascus
Cairo
Istanbul
Tehran
Dubai
Amman
Dubai
Bahrain
Bahrain
Dubai
Dubai
Doha
Jeddah
London
Kochi
Amman
Riyadh
Dammam
Bahrain
Sharjah
Jeddah
Abu Dhabi
Muscat
Doha
Alexandria
Alexandria
Doha
Colombo
Istanbul
Dubai
Doha
Delhi
Damascus
Riyadh
Alexandria
Dubai
Bahrain
Hyderabad
SLL

Cairo
Sohag
Amman
Beirut
Ahmedabad
Doha
Cairo
Dubai
Bahrain
Trivandrum
Damascus
Sharjah
Kochi
Amman
Mumbai
Dubai
Riyadh
Bengaluru
Dammam
Muscat
Luxor
Beirut
Mumbai
Sohag
Amman
Bahrain
Doha
Lahore
Bahrain
Abu Dhabi
Colombo
Trabzon
Delhi
Dubai
Ahmedabad
Bahrain
Jeddah
Cairo

Abu Dhabi
Doha
Riyadh
Asyut
Jeddah

11:50
11:55
12:00
12:05
12:10
12:30
12:35
13:00
13:10
13:10
13:10
13:25
13:30
13:45
14:00
14:10
14:15
14:15
15:00
15:00
15:05
15:05
15:30
15:30
15:45
15:55
16:00
16:00
16:05
16:05
16:10
16:15
16:20
16:20
16:20
16:25
16:45
16:55
17:25
17:35
17:35
17:40
17:50
17:55
18:00
18:10
18:15
18:20
18:20
18:25
18:25
18:35
19:00
19:10
19:10
19:20
19:20
19:30
19:45
19:50
19:55
19:55
20:00
20:05
20:05
20:30
20:35
20:50
20:50
20:55
21:05
21:10
21:15
21:25
21:35
21:45
21:50
21:50
22:00
22:10
22:15
22:20
22:25
22:35
22:35
22:40
22:50
22:55
23:00
23:05
23:20
23:25
23:45
23:45
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General view of the 180-m-high and 165-m-wide rice field art featuring Japan’s rugby national team players (from left) Kazuki Himeno, Michael Leitch and Fumiaki Tanaka in Gyoda city, Saitama prefecture is seen yesterday. — AFP

Opposition appoints 5 civilian members of Sudan ruling council

KHARTOUM: Sudan was expected to form its sover-
cign council yesterday, the first step after the signing of
a transitional constitution triggered unprecedented cel-
ebration in Khartoum. Rare scenes of jubilation filled
the streets of the capital on Saturday after generals and
opposition leaders signed the documents that will gov-
ern Sudan’s three-year lransilion Lo civilian rule. The
ceremony in a hall by the Nile river was allended by
several high-ranking foreign officials, the biggest such
evenl in years Lo be held in the once-pariah state.
Worldwide congratulations poured in after the sign-
ing, which revellers and officials alike hailed as the
beginning of a “new Sudan” after 30 years ol rule by
the now-detained Islamist general Omar Al-Bashir. “I
welcome this historic moment for Sudan. This agree-
ment responds to the demands of the Sudanese people

who have tirelessly called for change and a better
future,” said Britain’s Minister [or Africa Andrew
Stephenson.

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo vowed his
country would support the establishment of “a govern-
ment that protects the rights of all Sudanese citizens
and leads Lo [ree and fair eleclions”. According Lo the
green book ol documents signed on Salurday, several
key steps will be taken before embarking on the long
and obstacle littered road to 2022 polls.

The ruling sovereign council is to be comprised of
six civilians and five military nominees. Opposition
sources told AFP that five names had so far been cho-
sen, including only one woman. The Forces of Freedom
and Change (FFC) chose Aisha Mousa, Siddig Tower,
Mohamed Elfaki Suleiman, Hassan Sheikh Idris and

Taha Othman Ishaq, the coalition source said. On
Saturday the spokesman for the Transitional Military
Council (TMC) said that TMC head Lieutenant General
Abdel Fattah Al-Burhan, his deputy General Mohamed
Hamdan Dagalo and Lieutenant General Yasser Al-Atta
will serve as three of the five military members. It has
yel Lo announce the other Lwo chosen members.

The body, which will replace the Transitional
Military Council, will be headed by a general for the
first 21 months, and a civilian {or the last 18 months of
the transitional period. Abdalla Hamdok, a former UN
economist who was on Thursday picked by the protest
camp to be prime minister, is due to be formally
appointed tomorrow. A cabinet is then to be formed
before Sudan’s new institutions can tackle the main
challenges thal lie ahead, first among them measures Lo

rescue a moribund economy.

Making the most of a new freedom acquired during
eight months of protests - and clashes with men in uni-
form that left at least 250 dead - Sudanese families
took to the streets for wild celebrations Saturday night.
Youths spilling out of honking cars drag-raced down
the main Nile-side road deep into the night, while
groups sang and danced - the same two words echoing
across the entire city: “Madaniya, Madaniya”.

It loosely translates as “civilian rule” and one would
be hard-pressed to find somebody on the streets of
KKhartoum publicly opposing that goal. Some members
of the opposition alliance that organized the protests
however fear that the euphoria could be short-lived.
Deep distrust remains between the incoming sovereign
council’s main players. — AFP

Is Trump’s love
affair with Fox...

Continued from Page 1

halls. Last week in a tweet to his 63 million followers, the
president managed to disparage Fox and his mainstream
news foil CNN, while heaping praise on the new object of his
media affection.

“Waltching Fake News CNN is better than watching
Shepard Smith, the lowest rated show on @FoxNews.
Actually, whenever possible, I turn to @OANN!” Trump
posted. Since March he has tweeted links to OANN stories
or shared his appreciation of the network 13 times. The
relationship has been years in the making. In 2015 Trump
was interviewed by Sarah Palin, the Republican vice presi-
dential nominee in 2008, when she guest-hosted OANN's
show “On Point.”

At his first press conference as president-elect, in January
2017, Trump Look a question from an OANN reporter.
OANN was then called on dozens of limes at the daily brief-
ings in Trump’s first 100 days in office. During his June 2018
press conference in Singapore, following the summit with
North Korea’s Kim Jong Un, Trump took a question from
OANN White House correspondent Emerald Robinson, but
nol before gushing about her network.

“Thank you for the nice way you treat us. We appreciate
it,” he said. “Really, it's very good. It's really beautiful what
vou do.” The San Diego-based operation describes itself as
“straight news, no opinion.” But the pro-Trump agenda is
crystal clear, more than a dozen current and former employ-
ees lold The Washington Post in 2017. Herring himself, in his
pinned tweet, describes OANN as “the president’s favorite
new outlet.” When Fox cut away from broadcasting a Trump

Recruitment of
expals based on...

Continued from Page 1

Regarding the implantation of the new national
labor percentages in the private sector, Aqgeel affirmed

Kuwait, Iran discuss
means to alleviate...

Continued from Page 1

“The EU sanclions regime against Iran - which is
applicable in Gibraltar - is much narrower than that
applicable in the US,” the Gibraltar authorities said in a
slalement.

A Gibraltar judge had ordered the Grace 1 lanker
released on Thursday, weeks after authorilies seized the
vessel on suspicion of transporting oil to Syria in breach
of European sanctions. Iran has repeatedly denied this.

rally in New Hampshire on Thursday, Herring tweeled, “We
will never cut away!”

OANN has faced accusations of promoling conspiracy
theories and peddling Kremlin propaganda. “Yeah, we like
Russia here,” a staffer assigned to brief new OANN pro-
ducer Ernest Champell told him, according to The Daily
Beast. Champell left, disillusioned, four months later. “The
network has a history of race-baiting and presenting anti-
Muslim, anti-immigrant and anti-abortion reporting,”
according to Media Mallers, a progressive nonprofit group
that says its mission is “analyzing and correcling conserva-
live misinformation.”

While OANN's influence in the White House may far out-
weigh its position in the news media landscape, Trump clearly
relains an alfinity for several people in the Fox organization.
The show “Fox & Friends” remains his go-lo morning pro-
gram; Trump has phoned in on numerous occasions as presi-
dent. Perhaps that is why Democratic longshot contender
Julian Castro purchased ad time during “Fox & Friends” this
week, airing a spot in which he directly addresses Trump and
blames him [or inspiring the El Paso shooler who massacred
22 people early this month.

Sean Hannity, the network’s popular anchor, campaigned
for Trump in 2016. Bul [riction emerged this week when
Hannity expressed support for CNN anchor Chris Cuomo
after a video of Cuomo in a heated argument at a New York
bar went viral. It was a sharp contrast to Trump, who tweeted
that Cuomo - the brother of New York's Democratic gover-
nor Andrew Cuomo - was “nuts” and showed a “total loss of
control” in the incident.

The president expressed [rustration when Fox aired multi-
ple town halls in recent months featuring Democrats who are
trying to unseat him in 2020, including South Bend, Indiana
Mayor Pete Buttigieg, currently fifth in major polling. “Hard to
believe that @FoxNews is wasting airtime on Mayor Pete,”
Trump tweeted in May. “Fox is moving more and more to the
losing (wrong) side in covering the Dems.” — AFP

that the postponement of the application of the new
decision was due to technical reasons, and work is
underway Lo reclassily work and amend regulations in
cooperation with the ministry of commerce and indus-
try. Aqeel stressed the readiness of the bodies affiliat-
ed to her ministry to achieve more during the coming
period, whether with regards to the General
Secretariat of the Supreme Council for Planning and
Development or the General Authority for Manpower
and other bodies. — KUNA

But on Friday the US Justice Department filed a request
to detain the ship alleging it was involved in supporting
illicit shipments to Syria by Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps, listed as a terrorist group by Washington.

The seizure triggered a sharp deterioration in rela-
tions between Tehran and London. Iran subsequently
detained the British-flagged tanker Stena Impero in what
was seen as a lit-for-talt move. The US Justice
Department says the Grace 1 - now renamed the Adrian
Darya - and ils oil are subject Lo forfeilure because of
US sanctions violations. Ties between Tehran and
Washington have frayed since US President Donald
Trump withdrew last year from a landmark 2015 nuclear
deal between major powers and Iran, reimposing crip-
pling unilateral sanctions. — Agencies

4,000 detained

in Kashmir since...

Continued from Page 1

Ahmed, the nephew of 62-year-old Sidiq Khan, told
AFP Sunday during his wake. The KKashmir government
did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
One youth had died in the early days ol the lockdown
after he jumped into a river while being chased by police.

Authorities have repeatedly declined to provide a
tally of how many people have been taken into custody,
apart {rom confirming more than 100 local politicians,
activists and academics were detained in the first few
days after the state was stripped of its semi-
autonomous status. They said the “few preventive
detentions” were made to avoid a “breach of the
peace” in a region that has fought an armed rebellion
against Indian rule for three decades. Those detained
include high-profile former chiel ministers Mehbooba
Mufti and Omar Abdullah.

Jammu and Kashmir government spokesman Rohit
Kansal said previously there was “no centralized fig-
ure” for the total number of people detained. But AFP
spoke to numerous government officials in Kashmir’s
main city of Srinagar, including police and security per-
sonnel, who confirmed the sweeping arrests. A police
official who asked Lo remain anonymous told AFP
“around 6,000 people were medically examined at a
couple of places in Srinagar after they were detained”.

IS Kabul wedding
attack kills 63...

Continued from Page 1

among the dead. “Following the explosion, there was
total chaos. Everyone was screaming and crying [or their
loved ones,” he told AFP from his bed in a local hospital,
where he was being treated for shrapnel wounds.

Images from inside the hall showed blood-stained
bodies on the ground along with pieces of flesh and torn
clothes, hats, sandals and bottles of mineral water. The
huge blast ripped parts of the ceiling off. The wedding
was largely a gathering of Shiite Muslims, who frequent-
ly are targeled in Sunni-majority Afghanistan, particular-
ly by IS. The extremist group’s Afghan affiliate claimed
responsibility for the blast, saying the bomber targeted
the wedding because il was Shiite.

Wedding guest Hameed Quresh told AFP the young
bride and groom were saying their vows when the bomb
went off. “We fainted following the blast, and we don’t
know who brought us to the hospital,” sobbed Quresh,
who lost one brother and was himself wounded. Another
guest told Tolo that some 1,200 people had been invited.
With low securily, weddings are seen as casy largels.

The attack sent a wave of grief through a city grimly
accustomed Lo atrocities and garnered broad condem-
nation. President Ghani called it “barbaric”, while

“They are first sent Lo the central jail in Srinagar and
later flown oul of here in mililary aircrafl,” he added.

Residents living around the airport in Srinagar,
where the Indian Air Force controls air traffic, say mil-
itary aircralt land and take off every night. Another
securily official said “thousands are jailed” but that
the figure did not include other residents whose
detentions at police stations had not been recorded.
Families of those detained were reluctant to speak to
AFP, [earing they would gel into trouble with authori-
ties. A resident who asked not to be named told AFP a
shopkeeper was arrested despite not taking part in
protests, with a police officer telling him he was
detained “because he talks a lot”.

Authorities yesterday earlier reinstated the heavy
restrictions even though they had earlier flagged easing
them, after eight people were injured during protests.
The Press Trust of India news agency cited unnamed
officials saying there had been clashes in a dozen loca-
lions around Srinagar on Salurday. Authoritlies have
previously denied or played down reports of any vio-
lence and stressed that most of the Muslim-majorily
[Kashmir Valley has been peaceful.

State government spokesman Kansal told reporters
late Saturday that eight people had been injured in the
clashes but did not provide further details. A senior
government official told AFP earlier yesterday that
more lelephone exchanges would return to normal
operations “by the evening” and schools in some areas
would reopen today. New Delhi’s shock decision has
sparked public anger and frustration and there have
been several rallies in Srinagar attracting thousands of
demonstrators. — AFP

Afghanistan’s chiel executive Abdullah Abdullah
described it as a “crime against humanity”. US ambas-
sador to Afghanistan John Bass called il an act of
“extreme depravity”.

The attack underscores both the inadequacy of
Afghanistan’s security forces and the scale of the prob-
lem they face. While the police and army claim they pre-
vent most bombings from ever happening, the fact
remains that insurgents pull off horrific attacks with chill-
ing regularity. On July 28, at least 20 people were killed
when allackers largeled Ghani's running mate Amrullah
Saleh during presidential election campaigning. The inci-
dent showed how, even amid tight security and known
threats, insurgents still conduct brazen attacks.

The issue also goes to the heart of a prospective deal
between the US and the Taliban that would see
Washington begin to withdraw its approximately 14,000
soldiers from Afghanistan. The deal relies on Taleban
guarantees they will stop groups such as Al-Qaeda and
IS from using Afghanistan as a safe haven. Saturday’s
atlack suggests any such promise would be tough to
keep. The “Taleban cannot absolve themselves of blame,
for they provide platform for terrorists,” Ghani said.

Few believe such a deal will bring quick peace and
Afghans fear the Taleban could return, eroding hard-
won rights for women in particular and leading to a
spiralling civil war. Meanwhile, in the northern
province of Balkh, 11 members of the same family were
killed when their car hit a roadside bomb, officials said.
The provincial governor blamed the Taleban for plant-
ing the device. — Agencies
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Brewers’ Eric Thames outslug
host Nationals in 14 innings

Angels’ rally just big enough to defeat White Sox

WASHINGTON: Milwaukee’s Eric Thames roped a two-run
homer in the 14th inning and the Brewers scored a wild 15-14
victory over the host Washington Nationals on Saturday night.
Thames’ 17th homer of the season, off Javy Guerra (1-1), was
Milwaukee's seventh long ball in a game that lasted 5 hours, 40
minules. The seven homers lied a Brewers record for most in a
game. Christian Yelich went 5-for-6 with two homers, four RBIs,
three runs and a stolen base; Ryan Braun hit a pair of solo home
runs and also stole a base; and Mike Moustakas (3 RBIs) added
a solo shol. Both Braun and Moustakas had three hits. Trent
Grisham stroked a two-run homer. Adam Eaton (4-for-8, two
doubles) and Trea Turner each hit three-run homers, and Juan
Solo and Howie Kendrick smashed two-run drives for the
Nationals.

Angels 6, White Sox 5

Brian Goodwin and Justin Upton hit solo homers, and Mike
Trout had two RBIs to help Los Angeles register a viclory over
Chicago in Anaheim, Calif. Goodwin also drew a bases-loaded
walk in the seventh to account for the final run of a four-run
uprising that gave the Angels the one-run lead. Los Angeles has
won two of the first three contests of the four-game set. Eloy
Jimenez hit a two-run homer, and James McCann had a two-run
double for the White Sox.

Braves 4, Dodgers 3

Atlanta got back-to-back home runs from Josh Donaldson
and Adam Duvall in the sixth inning and hung on to beat visiting
Los Angeles. It was the 14th time the Braves have hit back-to-
back homers this season, but the first time it has happened to
Los Angeles starter Hyun-Jin Ryu. Donaldson hit his 29th homer
with one out in the sixth, and Duvall followed with his sixth —
and his first since Aug. 1 — as the Braves took a 4-2 lead. It was
the first time the Braves have beaten the Dodgers in five meet-
ings. The altendance of 43,619 sel a SunTrust Park altendance
record in its third season.

Athletics 8, Astros 4

Mark Canha contributed run-scoring hits Lo five- and three-
run uprisings, helping host Oakland run away from Houston. The
second-place Athletics won their fourth straight and made it
three in a row over the first-place Astros, winning by more than
one run for the first time in the series. A’s starter Chris Bassitt
(9-5) benefited from the big-lime offensive support Lo extend
his string of unbeaten starts to four. He allowed three runs and
eight hits in six innings, walking two and striking out four.

Cubs 2, Pirates O

Kris Bryant homered and Jon Lester pitched six-plus score-
less innings as visiling Chicago broke a four-game losing streak
by bealing Pittsburgh. Lester (10-8) gave up four hits, with
three strikeouts and five walks. He and relievers Tyler Chatwood
and rookie Rowan Wick — who each allowed no hits — com-
bined for the shutout, with Wick gelting the final three outs for
his first career save. Bryant’s homer helped make up for two
earlier errors he made at third base that forced Lester to work
oul of jams.

Yankees 6, Indians 5

Gleyber Torres hit solo homers in consecutive at-bats and
New York beat visiting Cleveland in a game with a wild argu-
ment following a called third strike that resulted in three New
York ejections (manager Aaron Boone, Brett Gardner and CC
Sabathia). Torres homered in the fourth off Zach Plesac (6-4)
and in the sixth off Nick Wittgren. It was his major league-lead-
ing seventh multi-homer game this season and ninth of his
career. Didi Gregorius and D] LeMahicu also homered for the
Yankees, who won for the 15th time in 18 games.

Mariners 4, Blue Jays 3

Kyle Seager extended his hit streak to 11 games with a go-
ahead home run with two out in the eighth inning as visiting
Sealtle defeated Toronto. Austin Nola also homered for the
Mariners as the teams split the first two games of the three-
game series. Keon Broxton added two sacrifice flies. Bo
Bichelte and Reese McGuire homered for the Blue Jays, who
lost star rookie Vladimir Guerrero Jr. to a knee injury. The
severity of the injury is not yet known. Anthony Bass (2-4),
who allowed McGuire’s Lying homer in the seventh, pitched
one inning for the win. Matt Magill pitched around a double
and struck out three in the ninth to earn his first career save.

Rays 1, Tigers O (13 innings)

Pinch-hitter Michael Brosseau hit a two-out single in the
bottom of the 13th, snapping a long Tampa Bay scoring drought
as the Rays defeated visiting Detroit. Brosseau’s game-winner
knocked in Eric Sogard, who doubled after Matt Hall (0-1)
retired the first two ballers in the inning. Tampa Bay had gone
scoreless in 29 consecutive innings before the breakthrough
run. Rays pitchers struck out 24 batters, a club record. Tampa
Bay starter Ryan Yarbrough gave up just three hits and struck
out a career-best 10 in 6 1/3 innings. Detroit starter Jordan
Zimmermann, activated off the 10-day IL prior to the game,
allowed one hit and struck out five in five innings.

Red Sox 4, Orioles O

Eduardo Rodriguez allowed just four hits over 7 1/3 shutout
innings to lead host Boston past Baltimore. Rodriguez (14-5)
walked two and struck out four in his longest start of the season
as the Red Sox won their fourth straight game. The dominant out-
ing came hours after the team placed ace left-hander Chris Sale
on the injured list with left elbow inflammation that could end his
season. The Orioles fell for the 11th time in their last 12 contests.

Padres 5, Phillies 3

Dinelson Lamet pitched six quality innings and San Diego ral-
lied from an early three-run deficit to defeat host Philadelphia. J.T.
Realmuto homered for the Phillies, who had a four-game winning
streak snapped. Lamel (2-2), a right-hander making just his
eighth start of the season after a 15-month recovery from Tommy
John surgery, allowed three runs on six hits. He walked one and
struck out six to improve Lo 2-0 in three starts this month.

Reds 6, Cardinals 1
Rookie Aristides Aquino continued his home-run barrage by
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| WASHINGTON: Christian Yelich #22 of the Milwaukee Brewers singles against the Washington Nationals
during the first inning at Nationals Park in Washington, DC. —AFP

belting a three-run shot in the fifth inning as host Cincinnati
recorded a win over St. Louis. Rookie Nick Senzel homered to
lead off the first inning, and Freddy Galvis had a pair of hits and
drove in a run for the Reds, who have won two of three follow-
ing a four-game losing skid. Matt Carpenter homered in the
second inning for the Cardinals, who followed up Friday’s 13-
run, season-high 18-hit performance by falling for just the sec-
ond time in eight contests.

Giants 11, Diamondbacks 6

Brandon Belt hit a grand slam, Kevin Pillar had a carcer-high
five hits and Logan Webb won his major league debut as San
Francisco cruised past Arizona in Phoenix. Belt connected off
Taylor Clarke (4-4) as part of a five-run second inning. He also
had an RBI single in the third and a run-scoring groundout in
the eighth to match his career high with six RBIs. A night after
hitting two home runs, Pillar singled four times and doubled. He
scored three limes and drove in a run. Mike Yastrzemski singled
three times a night after belting three home runs.

Mets 4, Royals 1
Jacob deGrom pitched seven innings of one-run ball and star
rookie Pete Alonso hit a tiebreaking two-run, bases-loaded sin-
gle with two outs in the seventh inning and visiting New York

All Blacks say
WCup more
important

than top ranking

AUCKLAND: All Blacks coach Steve
Hansen dismissed concerns aboul losing
their number one world ranking yesterday
as he concentrated on a World Cup selec-
tion conundrum after demolishing
Australia.

Despile scoring five unanswered tries Lo
retain the Bledisloe Cup with a 36-0 romp
in Auckland on Saturday, the All Blacks lost
the top ranking for the first time in 10
years, replaced by Wales courtesy of their
13-6 win against England in Cardiff.

But Hansen said it was the World Cup
and not world rankings that mattered and
the way his reshaped side bounced back
from losing to Australia the previous week
raised several questions to be answered
before finalising a 31-man squad in 10
days. “I've never understood their (rank-
ing) system. You win a game and you lose
the top ranking,” Hansen said while
spelling out the All Blacks’ priority.

“We jusl need Lo gel ourselves in the

right frame of mind to go to the World Cup
and win that.” After the 47-26 hiding by
the Wallabies in Perth last week, Hansen’s
decision to axe three established players
— Ben Smith, Rieko loane and Owen
Iranks — produced eve-catching per-
formances from their raw replacements
Sevu Reece, George Bridge and Nepo
Laulala. As the All Blacks pummelled the
Wallabies across the park, Hansen said
several players put their hand up for a tick-
et to Tokyo.

“Where we had question marks we no
longer have questions marks, but in other
ways it makes il tougher too,” Hansen said
listing tighthead prop, the midfield and
outside backs and whether to take an extra

six or an extra lock as key issues.

Bridge and Reece were particularly
prominent with Hansen saying that put
pressure on the other wing contenders.

“There’s an old saying ‘never give a
sucker an even break because he'll take it’.
Now we've gol some genuine compelition
and it will be good to see how it unfolds.”

Hansen confirmed the shoulder injury
that saw Richie Mo’unga leave the field
was nol serious, and injured lock Brodie
Retallick remained in the frame to make the
Cup squad. However, he had no word on
whether strongman Liam Squire would
change his mind after the blindside flanker
asked not to be considered for the World
Cup for undisclosed reasons. —AIP

Medard ends try
drought with double
to sink Scotland

in WCup warm-up

PARIS: Veteran full-back Maxime Medard scored
twice as France hammered Scotland 32-3 in their
first Rugby World Cup warm-up Test in Nice on
Saturday.

Medard, 32, winning his 57th cap, dotted down
either side of the break for his first tries in more than
three years. The fixture was the first outing of the side
since the appointment of former French captain Fabien
Galthie as an advisor to head coach Jacques Brunel,
before he lakes over [rom the 65-year-old alter the
World Cup in Japan.

“We were opportunistic, we managed Lo score some
good Lries. We could have scored more bul il’s a salis-
factory match which will do some good to our spirits,”
Brunel said.

Prop Jelferson Poirol led les Bleus for the first lime
in the absence of injured Guillem Guirado as Fijian-
born winger Alivereti Raka and flanker Francois Cros
made their debuts in the starting lineup as the hosts
scored five tries in all.

Scoland coach Gregor Townsend chose Lo rest first-
choice half-backs Finn Russell and Greig Laidlaw and
put his faith in Glasgow pair Adam Hastings and Ali
Price for the match in Nice.

“We thought we had prepared the squad well, but
we were wrong. We wasled the whole first half,”
Townsend said. “The team will be changed quite a bit
for next Saturday,” he added looking ahead Lo the
relurn fixture between the sides in Edinburgh.

Galthie’s focus on improving France’s fitness was
seen almost immediately. Raka, 24, celebrated his first
cap with a maiden Test try after just 94 seconds as he
crashed over under the posts. Camille Lopez converted
before adding his only penalty of proceedings after a
quarter of an hour of play.

Les Bleus’ second try came [rom [urther pressure

'

JqLT RAD NICE: France’s full back Maxime Medard (C) celebrates with teammates after scoring a try during the
2019 Rugby World Cup warm-up test match between France and Scotland, at the Allianz Riviera stadi-
um, in Nice. —AFP

inside the Scottish 22m. Lopez found himself in space
out wide before feeding Damian Penaud who passed to
Medard for his first try in international rugby since
February 2016. The {ly-hall missed the extras before his
opponent in the visitors’ number 10 shirt Hastings
claimed his side’s first and only points with a penalty
after 26 minutes.

Hastings turned villain seven minutes later as he was
shown a vellow card and Les Bleus chose Lo kick Lo the
corner. Irance scored their third try as Gregory Alldritt,
who has a Scottish father, dived over with five minutes
of the half remaining and the host led 20-3.

After a slow opening quarter of an hour to the final
40 minules France crossed for their fourth try. Medard
added his second of the match after good work from

Cros and scrum-half Antoine Dupont.

Dupont became the recipient five minutes later for
his second try in 15 Tests after a superb slaloming run
from Damian Penaud and France led 32-3 with half an
hour to play. France held out for victory, only their sixth
in 17 games under Brunel and stopped an opposition
from crossing the whitewash for the first time since
Wales in February 2017.

The two teams face each other again next weekend
belore France host Italy on August 30. Les Bleus face
Argentina, the United States, Tonga and England at the
World Cup in Japan. Scotland have back-to-back Tests
againsl Georgia aller the match at Murrayfield and will
meet Ireland, Samoa, Russia as well as the hosts at the
tournament. —AFP

defeated Kansas City. DeGrom (8-7) gave up two of his three
hits to Hunter Dozier, who singled in the fourth and seventh.
DeGrom struck out five, walked two and threw 107 pitches.
DeGrom allowed three runs or less for the 16th straight time.
Not including openers, that is the longest active streak in the
majors. He also moved five ahead of injured Washington ace
Max Scherzer for the National League lead with 194 strikeouts.

Twins 12, Rangers 7

C.J. Cron homered to highlight a six-run first inning, and
Miguel Sano had three hits, including a two-run home run, to
lead Minnesola Lo a win over Texas in Arlington, Texas. Marwin
Gonzalez, Jorge Polanco and Jake Cave also finished with three
hits, and Cron and Max Kepler had two hits for the Twins, who
finished with 18 hits. Danny Santana had two homers and four
RBIs and Shin-Soo Choo went 3-for-5 with a double and RBI
for Texas, which lost for the ninth time in its last 11 games.

Rockies 11, Marlins 4
Ryan McMahon hit two of Colorado’s five home runs,
and the Rockies beal Miami in Denver. Trevor Story, Charlie
Blackmon and Ian Desmond also homered for the Rockies,
who have won three in a row for the first time since June
18-20. —Reulers

Italy’s Ghiraldini
returns from
injury for WCup

MILAN: Leonardo Ghiraldini is set to return from
injury with the experienced hooker included yesterday
in Italy’s largely youthful squad which features 23
tournament debutants for next month’s rugby World
Cup in Japan.

Ghiraldini, who has 104 caps, ruptured anterior
cruciate ligaments during the Six Nations last March
and had been considered a doubt to play in his fourth
World Cup.

But the 34-year-old Italy vice-captain has been cho-
sen by coach Conor O’Shea in a squad largely made up
of players who have never competed in the sport’s
showpiece event.

“Leo is a player with great experience. He worked
hard and constantly throughout the summer. We are
happy for him, he is an added value both on and off the
field,” said O’Shea.

“Leo, together with (Sergio) Parisse and (Alessandro)
Zanni, are playing their last matches in the Italy jersey of
their extraordinary careers. “We want Lo make a dream
come true and we have the cards to be able to succeed.”

O’Shea whittled down his original 44-man provision-
al outfit to 31, a day after Italy’s 85-15 victory over
Russia in their second warm-up in San Benedetto del
Tronto. Captain Parisse returned against Russia after
missing their defeat by Ireland, and will play in his fifth
World Cup, becoming just the third player to do so after
compatriot Mauro Bergamasco and Samoan Brian Lima.

The 35-year-old, who earned his 139th international
cap against Russia, joins Australian George Gregan as
the third-most capped international, behind New
Zealand's Richie McCaw (148) and Ireland’s Brian
O’Driscoll (141).

Second-rower Zanni (113 caps) will also play in his
fourth World Cup, while Benetton fly-half Tommaso
Benvenuti (57) will line out in his third. But among the
squad which includes 15 players from Italian side
Benelton, and 10 from Zebre, will be 23 who have not
played in a World Cup before.

They include Wasps fullback Matteo Minozzi, 23,
who scored a hat-trick of tries against Russia, while
Gloucester scrum-half Callum Braley and Benetton prop
Marco Riccioni are the most inexperienced members of
the group with two caps each. Gloucester flanker Jake
Polledri and former England Under-20 back-row David
Sisi also made the cut.

“Choosing the 31 players for the Rugby World Cup
and talking to those who will not continue the adventure
with us was probably the hardest thing I have done,”
said O’Shea. “It is a dream for everyone to represent
Italy at the World Cup. It’s hard because everyone
deserved to be here.”

Italy play France on August 30 and England the fol-
lowing Friday in pre-tournament warm-ups, before fac-
ing defending champions New Zealand, South Africa,
Namibia and Canada in Pool B. —AFP
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Stokes blasts century as England set
Australia 267 to win second Test

Australia set 267 to win second Ashes Test by England

LONDON: Ben Stokes made a brilliant century and
England declared on 258 for five to sel Australia 267 Lo
win the second Ashes test at Lord’s yesterday.

Stokes scored 115 not out, hitting three sixes and 11
fours, as the hosts added 162 runs Lo their overnight score
Lo give themselves a chance of securing an unlikely victo-
ry in the rain-affected match which would level the series
at 1-1. The absence of Smith, who made 92 in the first
innings and 144 and 142 in the louring side’s emphalic win
in the first test, is a major blow for Australia, although
Marnus Labuschagne will be able to bat in his place after
becoming Test crickel’s first concussion substitute.

After resuming on 96-4 following another rain delay,
Stokes and Buttler dug in to take England to 157-4 at
lunch. Buttler fell for 31 to Pat Cummins after the interval,
but Stokes went on the attack and brought up his seventh
test century, adding 97 with Jonny Bairstow who finished
on 30 nol out.

The hosts have 48 overs to bowl out Australia, who are
bidding to win the Ashes in England for the first lime since
2001. Meanwhile, Australia batsman Steve Smith has been
ruled out of the rest of the second Ashes Test against
England at Lord’s due to delayed concussion, Cricket
Australia said yesterday. Smith was struck on the neck by
a Jofra Archer bouncer during his innings on Saturday,
forcing him Lo retire hurt, but he returned Lo the crease 40
minules later and added 12 runs before being dismissed
for 92.

“Steve Smith has been closely monitored by medical
stall overnight,” Crickel Australia said in a slalement. “He
slept well but woke up with a bit of a headache and feel-
ing of grogginess.” “As part of the Cricket Australia con-
cussion protocol, repeal lesting was performed this morn-
ing and demonstrated some deterioration, which is consis-
tent with the emergence of the symptoms he was report-
ing. On thal basis, he has been withdrawn [rom the
match.” Smith, who made 144 and 142 in Australia’s first-

Karunaratne’s ton
leads S Lanka to
N Zealand Test win

GALLE: Captain Dimuth Karunaratne scored 122 as Sri
Lanka chased down 268 for the loss of just four wickets to
win the first Test against New Zealand at Galle vesterday
and take a 1-0 lead in the two-match series.

Karunaratne posted his ninth Test hundred along with
enjoying a record-equalling opening partnership of 161
with Lahiru Thirimanne, who made 64, as Sri Lanka col-
lected their first points of the World Test Championship.

Former captain Angelo Mathews chipped in with an
unbeaten 28 as Sri Lanka finished off the game before
lunch after the morning session was extended because
only 22 runs were needed at the scheduled time for
the interval.

Karunaratne enjoyed some luck on the way to his cen-
tury, dropped on 58 at forward short leg by Tom Latham
while wicketkeeper B] Watling missed a stumping chance
on the same score. He batted for over five hours, facing
245 deliveries, and hit six fours and a six.

“Perhaps we didn’t have a lot go our way, and maybe
the odd chance we let slip,” New Zealand skipper Kane
Williamson told reporters. “We knew that on that sort of
surface if you are able to get a breakthrough things can
happen quickly, as we saw later on today when perhaps
the game was already lost. It was a shame not to get early

Australia cricket
union condemns
boos after Smith
felled by Archer

SYDNEY: Australia’s crickel union yesterday
slammed fans at Lord’s for booing Steve Smith after
he was felled by a bouncer from fast bowler Jofra
Archer, saying the sport deserves better.

The star batsman collapsed face forward after a
sickening blow to the side of the neck and head when
on 80 during Australia’s first innings of the second
Ashes Test against England on Saturday.

He was eventually able to walk off the field for
concussion checks to a standing ovation after another
gritty performance. But when he returned some fans
booed him, mirroring the treatment he has received
from sections of the crowd in England keen Lo remind
him of his 12-month ban for ball-tampering.

The Australian Cricketers’ Association (ACA),
which represents players, said it was wrong to hurl
abuse at an injured player.

“Cricket deserves much better than that. And
Lord’s, the home of cricket, deserves much better than
that also,” president Greg Dyer and chiel executive
Alistair Nicholson said in a joint statement.

“What we witnessed was bravery from an out-
standing young man. It should be commended not vil-
ified. “Over the English summer, generally the crowds
have been terrific and really added to the contest. But
when someone is hurt, yet the boos continue, it’s lime
to call ‘enough’.”

Several former Australian greats also condemned
the behaviour with Ian Healy calling it “disgusting”
while Mark Taylor said it was “very disappointing”.

While angry al Smith’s treatment by some [ans, the
ACA applauded the decision by medics to insist the
30-year-old leave the field for concussion checks, a
protocol pushed by Australia following the death of
Phillip Hughes in 2014. Hughes, a former team-mate of
Smith’s, died after being hit by a bouncer in a domes-
tic Sheffield Shield match in Sydney. “The events at
Lord’s show the importance of the concussion proto-
cols which have been developed in Australia over the
last few vears,” it said. — AFP

LONDON: England’s Ben Stokes plays a shot during play on the fifth day of the second Ashes cricket Test match between
England and Australia at Lord’s Cricket Ground in London yesterday. — AFP

Lest victory, did not field at the start of England’s second
innings on Saturday and will play no part in the last day of
the match. England resumed on 96 for four on Sunday
after a rain delay of over an hour, leading by 104 runs.
Smith, who was also hit on the forearm during a hos-
tile spell by Archer, will be assessed ahead of the third

breakthroughs.” Karunaratne and Thirimanne’s stand
equalled the record for the highest opening partnership in
Tests between the two countries. In 1991, John Wright and
Trevor Franklin had also put on 161 for the first wicket in
Hamilton.

The opening stand was pivotal in Sri Lanka achieving
the highest successful run chase in Galle, easily surpassing
the previous best of 99. Resuming play on 133 for no loss,
Sri Lanka required 135 from the remaining three sessions.

“Thirimanne did a very job for us. The key was rotating
the strike. I told him that we needed a big partnership.
They had two left-arm spinners and the two of us being
left-handers, we had to handle them. That was what we
were talking about,” Karunaratne said.

“When we started this morning, we had a small targel
to get another 30 runs and then reassess and all went to
plan.” Karunaratne said he was happy with his perform-
ance. “The last time I scored a hundred was a year ago. |
had gone through 11 games without a hundred since then...
During the tours of South Africa, New Zealand and
Australia I couldn’t make an impact but when I got an
opportunity today I cashed in,” he added. New Zealand
finally got their breakthrough when Thirimanne was
trapped leg before by William Somerville. Given not out by
umpire Richard Illingworth, New Zealand overturned the
decision on review.

Kusal Mendis soon fell after taking on Somerville, hit-
ting him for a four and a six from the second and fourth
balls he faced. But when he attempled Lo slog sweep Ajaz
Patel in the next over he ended up hitting straight to mid-
wicket where Jeet Raval completed the catch.

Angelo Mathews joined Karunaratne and the pair put
on 44 runs for the third wicket to steady the ship. Sri

Archer’s ‘heart
skipped a beal’

after ball hit
Smith’s neck

LONDON: England fast bowler Jofra Archer insisted he
had no intention to hit Australia’s Steve Smith during the
second Ashes Test, saying “everyone’s heart skipped a
beat” after he felled the star batsman with a fearsome
bouncer at Lord’s.

In a compelling passage of play on Saturday’s fourth
day that saw World Cup-winner Archer, making his Test
debut, repeatedly test Smith with the short ball, the 24-
vear-old Sussex quick produced a 92.4 mph (148.7 kph)
bouncer that hit Smith on his unprotected neck.

Smith, who fell to the ground, retired hurt after receiv-
ing onfield treatment. But after just 46 minutes away, Smith
returned at the fall of the next wicket before he was Ibw to
Chris Woakes for 92. It was the first time this series that
England had dismissed Smith for under a hundred after his
innings of 144 and 142 in Australia’s 251-run win victory in
the first Test at Edgbaston.

Archer was criticised on social media for exhibiting a
lack of concern on the field for Smith’s well-being but in an
interview with BBC Radio before Sunday’s final day, he
insisted: “That is never the plan (to hit a batsman).”

“You are lrying to get a wickel first. To see him go
down, everyone stopped and everyone’s heart skipped a
beal,” he added. “After he gol up he was moving around
and you breathe a sigh of relief. No-one wants to see any-
one getting carried off on a stretcher. It was a good chal-
lenge, a really good spell. “For me, I wouldn't like to see it
end like that.”

Archer insisted he was just trying to force Smith out of
his comfort zone. “I've never seen Smith get out of his own
accord until yesterday, so I was just trying to rattle him,”
he told Sky Sports. “I was trying to get him out, I had a
short leg and a leg slip and he was trying to work the ball
off his hip, so if one bounces a bit more it should go to
short leg, or one of the guys waiting.”

Smith was not wearing the additional neck guard on his
helmet that came into use following the death of Phillip
Hughes after his former Australia team-mate was hit by a
bouncer in a 2014 domestic Sheffield Shield match in
Svdney. “You don't ever want to see anyone carried off on
a stretcher, or you don’t want to sce them missing a day, or
a game, especially with what happened a few vears ago as

Test in Leeds slarting on Thursday. “In terms of his
availability for the next test, it will be considered over
the coming days but the short turnaround is not in his
favour. He will be assessed on an ongoing basis and will
have a precaulionary scan on his neck yesterday,”
Cricket Australia said. — Reuters

GALLE: Sri Lanka’s cricket team captain Dimuth
Karunaratne (R) celebrates after scoring a century (100
runs) during the final day of the first Test cricket match
between Sri Lanka and New Zealand at the Galle
International Cricket Stadium in Galle yesterday. — AFP

Lanka lost Kusal Perera after Karunaratne’s dismissal
but Dhananjaya de Silva (14) joined Mathews and
helped Sri Lanka knock off the remaining runs with two
sessions to spare.

Mathews brought up the winning runs with a single to
fine leg off Boult. “Having 268 Lo defend going into the last
innings, we thought the wicket would deleriorate more
than it did. It perhaps got slower. It wasn’t turning a huge
amount out of the rough. It didn’t get more difficult to bat
on,” Williamson said. The second and final Test begins in
Colombo on Thursday. — AFP

well,” said Archer. “IUs never a nice sight.” The build-up to
this match had seen Australia coach Justin Langer question
whether Archer had the stamina required for Test cricket,
as opposed Lo one-dayers where bowlers are restricted to
a maximum of 10 overs per match.

But Barbados-born Archer, coached at Sussex by for-
mer Australia fast bowler Jason Gillespie, returned fine fig-
ures of 2-59 in 29 overs where his speed rarely dropped
below the 90 mph mark.

“Obviously a lot of people haven’t seen first-class
cricket shown on TV, so they won't know what I'm used to
doing anyway,” Archer said Sunday, with England set to
resume on 96-4 in the second innings, a lead of 104 runs.

After stumps, Langer praised Archer’s performance by
saying: “His endurance was outstanding today, his skill, his
pace. “To be able to bowl 29 overs today, what a greal
effort. Time will tell whether that has an impact,” he added,
with only a few days between the end of this match and
Thursday’s start of the third Test at Headingley. — AFP

LONDON: England’s Jofra Archer (R) celebrates with England’s
captain Joe Root (L) after taking the wicket of Australia’s
Usman Khawaja during play on the fifth day of the second
Ashes cricket Test match between England and Australia at
Lord’s Cricket Ground in London yesterday. — AFP

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at the close of England’s second innings on
the fifth day of the second Ashes Test against Australia
at Lord’s yesterday:

England Ist innings 258 (R Burns 53, ] Bairstow 52; J
Hazlewood 3-58, P Cummins 3-61, N Lyon 3-68)

Australia 1st innings 250 (S Smith 92; S Broad 4-65, C
Woakes 3-61)

England 2nd innings (overnight 96-4)

R. Burns ¢ Paine b Siddle 29
J.Roy ¢ and b Cummins 2
J. Root ¢ Paine b Cummins 0
J. Denly c and b Siddle 26
B. Stokes not out 115
J. Buttler ¢ Hazlewood b Cummins 31
J. Bairstow not out 30
Extras (b5, Ib19, nbl) 25

Total (5 wkts dec, 71 overs, 306 mins) 258

Did not bat: C Woakes, J Archer, S Broad, J Leach

Fall of wickets: 1-9 (Roy), 2-9 (Roy), 3-64 (Denly), 4-
71 (Burns), 5-161 (Buttler)

Bowling: Cummins 17-6-35-3; Hazlewood 13-1-43-0;
Siddle 15-4-54-2 (Inb); Lyon 26-3-102-0

Australia: David Warner, Cameron Bancroft, Usman
IKChawaja, Steve Smith, Travis Head, Matthew Wade, Tim
Paine (capt/wkt), Pat Cummins, Peter Siddle, Josh
Hazlewood, Nathan Lyon

Note: Marnus Labuschagne on as concussion substi-
tute for Smith

Match position: Australia sel 267 Lo win.

I
Relief for Tokyo
2020 after smooth
triathlon mixed
relay test

TOKYO: France won a thrilling mixed triathlon test
event for the Tokyo 2020 Olympics yesterday,
which passed off as planned in a welcome boost for
organisers after difficulties with high temperatures
and water pollution.

The swimming leg of the paratriathlon on
Saturday was scrapped after walter tests showed
levels of e-coli bacteria more than double the
acceplable standard and the running section of a
women'’s lest event on Thursday was curtailed in
blistering temperatures, with French athlete
Cassandre Beaugrand treated for heatstroke.

But yesterday in the Japanese capital with the
temperature a slightly cooler 30 Celsius, the levels
ol bacteria reduced to within permitted levels.

The mixed relay, a new event for Tokyo 2020
involving two men and two women, was won by
France in a photo f[inish from Greal Britain after a
nail-biling final sprint.

Dorian Connix chased down Alex Yee on the final
straight despite being behind for most of the race
and breasted the tape fractionally ahead of his
British competitor. A powerful United States team
came third.

The format is much shorter than the individual
race with each athlete completing a 300 metre
swim, a 7.4 kilometre cycle and a 2km run before
handing off to a teammale, making it less demand-
ing in hot weather.

“I don’t think condilions were as bad as
Thursday when we raced,” South Africa’s Gillian
Sanders told AFP. “I don’t think it’s too hot not to
race or Loo hot to reduce the distance,” added
Sanders, who said that the water quality also felt
better.

“Personally, I don't think I've acclimatised prop-
erly because I haven’t been here for long. I've been
here five days and I think you need two or three
weeks. So it’s a really good learning curve,” said the
37-year-old.

Battling the heat of the sweltering summer has
become the main challenge for Tokyo 2020 organis-
ers, who have otherwise won widespread praise,
including from the International Olympic
Committee, for their preparations.

Yasuo Mori, deputy executive director of the
Tokyo 2020 Games Operations Bureau, said ath-
letes needed to have greater access to water during
the race. “That alone would lower the risk of ath-
letes getting heatstroke. That may be one of the
realistic measures,” he told reporters.

The International Triathlon Union would examine
increasing the number of water supply points and
was deploying medical staff every 500 metres along
the course in case of an emergency, Mori added.

Aside from the problems at the triathlon, about a
dozen people, including a spectator, were taken ill
at a rowing test event last week with suspected
heatstroke.

A construction worker also died on an Olympic
site as Tokyo sweats through a prolonged and
deadly heatwave. The triathlon test events have
courted controversy even without the heat — two
British athletes were disqualified on Thursday for
crossing the line [irst holding hands.

Jess Learmonth and Georgia Taylor-Brown fell
foul of I'TU rules stating that “athletes who finish in
a conlrived lie situation, where no effort to sepa-
rate their finish times has been made, will be dis-
qualified”. — AFP
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Top seeds Djokovic, Barty
toppled in Cincy semi-finals

Keys books her finals spot as she won an all-American match

CINCINNATI: World number one Novak Djokovic
wilted under pressure from Daniil Medvedev Saturday,
falling 3-6, 6-3, 6-3 to the ninth-seeded Russian in the
Cincinnati Masters semi-finals.

Medvedev’s upset win sent him into a title show-
down with another unexpected finalist, 16th-seeded
Belgian David Goffin, who defeated France’s Richard
Gasquel 6-3, 6-4 to reach his first ATP Masters 1000
final.

A fuming Djokovic, who looked Lo have control of
the contest in the early going, was caught out when
Medvedev stepped things up in the second set.

“I don’t know how I turned it around, I was so tired
alter the first set and I thought I might not be able o
keep up the intensity,” said Medvedev, who has com-
peted in 15 hardcourt matches since July 30.

“But I had a momentum chance in the second set
and the crowd gave me energy,” added the Russian,
who will be playing his second Masters series final in
eight days, alter falling Lo Ralael Nadal in Montreal last
Sunday.

“Novak had been destroying me on second serve, so
[ just went for it,” Medvedev said. “IUs a great feeling to
win and beal the number one.” Djokovic, the delending
champion who was playing his first tournament since
his Wimbledon triumph in July, need some time to cool
down before pondering his loss.

“He deserves to be in the mix, cerlainly, with all his
results,” Djokovic said. “He’s working his way to top 5.
“He’s definitely one of the best players in the world at
this moment.” Djokovic said there was little he could do
in the face of Medvedev’s go-for-broke style.

“When I had my racquet on the ball I was returning
also his serves, but you can't really predict someone or
prepare vourself for someone serving that big second

Former England
defender Ashley
Cole calls time

serve consistently from 4-3 to the end of the match
with making maybe two double faults out of God
knows how many serves,” he said.

With the US Open starting on August 26, Djokovic
said he took “mostly positives” from the week. “Today I
did lose a tennis match, but I didn’t do too much
wrong,” he said. “So I'll take that and I'll move forward
to New York and have a good practice week.

“I'm going to go to fight for a title as everyone else
does — and I like my chances.” Medvedev won 12 of
the last 14 points in the second set to square the match
against Djokovic, then ran up a 3-1 lead in the third on
the way to victory on his first match point.

KUZNETSOVA BEATS BARTY

There was an upset in the women’s draw as well, as
Russian veteran Svetlana Kuznetsova defeated top-
seeded Australian Ashleigh Barty 6-2, 6-4.

Kuznetsova, a two-time Grand Slam champion who
has been hindered lately by injury, will be in search of
her 19th WTA title — and her first in more than a year
— when she takes on American Madison Keys in the
final. Keys, the 2017 US Open runner-up, defeated
compatriot Sofia Kenin 7-5, 6-4.

Kuznetsova denied Barly a chance lo reclaim the
world number one ranking, which the Australian would
have done by reaching the final. Instead the triumph by
34-year-old Kuznelsova leaves injured Naomi Osaka
atop the rankings with the US Open looming.

Barty, who had rallied from a set down in each of her
previous two matches, also said she was taking posi-
lives from the week to Flushing Meadows. “This was a
week that I battled through,” Barty said. “Al times |
played some good stuff. At times I played some prelty
awful stuff.

MASON: Daniil Medvedev of Russia returns a shot to Novak Djokovic of Serbia during Day 8 of the Western and
Southern Open at Lindner Family Tennis Center in Mason, Ohio. —AFP

“I've learned a lot from this week, and there is noth-
ing but positives going into New York,” she said. Keys
booked her finals spot as she won an all-American
match littered with 12 breaks of serve.

She earned match points with a flick volley winner
angled steeply cross-court and amazed herself with the
gel. “I looked al my box in shock,” she admilled. “I'm
really feeling greal aboul my tennis. — AP

Old grudge between
Honduras football fans
sparks riot that kills three

on 20-yr career

LONDON: Former England, Arsenal and
Chelsea defender Ashley Cole, one of the
most decorated players in English domestic
football, announced his retirement from the
game yestlerday, bringing an end to a colour-
ful 20-year career.

The 38-year-old, who also had spells at
AS Roma in Italy’s Serie A and LA Galaxy in
Major League Soccer, last represented
Championship (second-tier) outfit Derby
County before his contract expired at the
end of last season.

The lelt back won three Premier League
titles, seven FA Cups and a League Cup dur-
ing his career. He also won the Champions
League and UEFA Cup once each while at
Chelsea.Cole often found himself in the news
over the years over his private life, including
his marriage to singer and television person-
ality Cheryl Cole.

“Alter hard consideration, it’s lime o hang
my boots up and look towards my next chap-
ter, which will hopefully be coaching,” Cole,
who was also capped 107 times by England,
told Sky Sports.

“As a young kid, I never expected to play
one game or be a professional. Looking
back, to be able to say I played in World

Ashley Cole

Cups, Champions League finals, being lucky
enough to lift Premier League titles - il’s a
young kid’s dream.

“I fulfilled my dream. Now I look to the
future, hopefully as a great coach.” Cole won
two league titles with boyhood club Arsenal
after making his debut in 1999 and was part
of their “Invincibles” team that went unbeat-
en throughout the 2003-04 campaign.

He joined London rivals Chelsea in 2006
and continued to stamp his authority as one

of the best defenders in England, going on to
lift more titles at Stamford Bridge. His four
IFA Cups with Chelsea took his personal tally
Lo seven, making him the most successful
player in the compelition’s history.

After leaving Chelsea in 2014, he played
in Italy and the Unilted Stales beflore
working under former team mate and cur-
rent Chelsea boss al Derby, helping them
to the playoff final which they lost to
Aston Villa. — Reuters

TEGUCIGALPA/MEXICO CITY:
Three people were killed and at least
10 injured in riots Saturday night
before a football match between rival
teams after suspected fans attacked a
bus carrying one of the two leams Lo
the game, wounding three players,
officials and the team said.

Fans of the Olimpia and Motagua
football teams, bitter local opponents,
rioted outside Tegucigalpa’s National
Stadium after a crowd of people
believed to be rival supporters inter-
cepted and vandalized a bus trans-
porting Motagua players, police said.

“Three people died and seven were
shot and stabbed. One of them is a
boy. Three of the injured adults are in
critical condition,” Laura Schoenherr,
a spokeswoman for the state
University School Hospital, told
Reuters. The riot broke out after
crowds threw stones at the bus carry-
ing members of the Molagua leam,
sending shards of window glass al the
plavers inside, according to the
Motagua club, which blamed members
of the Ultra-Faithful Olimpia fan club.

“This has Lo be severely sanctioned
by the corresponding authorities,” the

Motagua club said in a tweel.
“Reprehensible and lamentable,” it
added in another tweet.

Three of the players - Emilio
Izaguirre, Roberto Moreira and
Jonathan Rougier - were transferred
to hospital with facial wounds, the
Motagua club said.

Accompanying video purported to
show players in blue uniforms stand-
ing in the still-moving bus beside
smashed windows and a glass bollle
rolling on a seal. “A rock! A rock!
There! There!” someone shouts as a
siren blares.

A statement [rom the Ministry of
Securily confirmed the bus attack and
said ils perpelrators wore the uni-
forms of the rival Olimpia team. The
ministry added in the statement that it
had set up “five rings of securily”
ahead of the game.

The National Foolball League sus-
pended the game after the incident. It
had expected some 20,000 fans to
attend. The president of Olympia club,
Rafael Villeda, told local press that he
would meet with the leadership of the
National League and Motagua to decide
on the future of the game. — Reuters

Thomas fires
incredible 61 to
seize six-shot lead

WASHINGTON: Justin Thomas humbled rain-soft-
ened Medinah with dazzling shotmaking Saturday, fir-
ing a course-record 11-under par 61 Lo seize a six-
stroke lead after the third round of the US PGA BMW
Championship.

An incredible day for the 2017 PGA Championship
winner left the 26-year-old American on 21-under 195
aller 54 holes al the suburban Chicago layoul. “It was
just one of those freaky days when you gel in a zone,”
Thomas said. “It was just one of those days when you
hit it unbelievable.

“I was able to put it close to the holes and make the
putts. One of those days.” The day-old course record of
63 set by Japan’s Hideki Matsuyama was shattered by
Thomas, whose first-round 65 Thursday had shared the
course record.

“I'just hope the trend doesn’t continue and someone
else breaks it tomorrow,” Thomas said. Americans Tony
Finau and Patrick Cantlay were a distant second on 201
alter each shol 68 with Slovakia’s Rory Sabbalini
another stroke adrift and Spain’s Jon Rahm fifth on 205.

Thomas birdied the first five holes, answered a
bogey at six with a birdie at the par-5 eighth, hit an
amazing approach at the par-5 10th to set up a tap-in
cagle and sank a 22-foot birdie chip from the rough at
the par-5 14th.

And he wasn'l done. Nol even close. Thomas found
waler off the tee at the par-4 15th, then dropped a 63-
vard shot two feet from the cup to rescue a tap-in par.

Al the par-4 16th, Thomas holed out for eagle with
an 8-iron from 181 yards, his uphill blast perfect without
a view of the flagstick. “It looked good in the air,”

Thomas said. “It was nice. That's something that was
just a little bit of a bonus.”

At the par-3 17th, Thomas landed the ball six feet
from the cup and sank the birdie putt. “I hit a lot of
great shots today but that (tee shot) was an under-rat-
ed one,” Thomas said. “I was so pumped up. Took a lit-
te off it and feathered it perfectly.”

Thomas rolled the ball past the cup on a 29-foot
birdie putt at the par-4 18th then sank his four-footer
for par to close a spectacular performance. “I'm trying
to win by as many as I possibly can,” Thomas said.
“This course is going Lo be gettable tomorrow and a lot
of guys could do what I did today. I'm going to have a
have anolher good round and see il we can make some
history.”

The US PGA playolf event will decide the 30 season
points leaders who qualify for next week’s showdown at
East Lake in Atlanta.

Reigning Masters champion Tiger Woods matched
his lowest round since February with a 67 while reign-
ing US Open champion Gary Woodland shot 64. Sixth-
ranked Woods, trying to finish well enough to qualify
for a chance al defending his litle in next week’s sea-
son-ending Tour Championship, was on 209, sharing
31st at the course where he won the 1999 and 2006
PGA Championships.

“This was nice lo at least give mysell a chance o
make it to next week,” said Woods, who likely needs a
top-12 finish to book a spot in Atlanta next week.

Woods had not shot a lower 18 holes since firing a
66 in the second round of the WGC Mexico
Championship. He had not fired a bogey-free round
since last year’s BMW third round at Aronimink.

Woodland’s 64 had been the second-best round ever
al Medinah, but only for a few hours thanks to Thomas.
Brandt Snedeker made two amazing chip shots for
birdies on par-3 holes, holing out a 35-varder from
deep rough at 13 and blasting out of a greenside bunker
from 60 feet and rolling the ball into the cup at 17. He
fired a 67 to share sixth on 204 with Lucas Glover and
Canada’s Corey Conners. — AFP

Guardiola hails
City despite
VAR ‘deja vu’

MANCHESTER: There was plenty to occupy
Manchester City manager Pep Guardiola’s thoughts
after Saturday’s 2-2 draw with Tottenham Hotspur —
the VAR decision to over-rule an injury time ‘winner’
from Gabriel Jesus and a touchline row with striker
Sergio Aguero, prominent among them.

But while the emotions of an incident-packed and
controversial game were clearly still raw, the Spaniard
had not forgotten just how well his City side had
played.

With Kevin De Bruyne back Lo his best after injury
limited his influence last season and with club record
signing Rodri adding new steel at the back of the mid-
field, City were dominant for large stretches, playing
Guardiola’s brand of football with real verve and
remarkable precision.

There have been no shorlage of outstanding dis-
plays in the past two title winning campaigns, but for
the former Barcelona boss, this display was right up
there with them.

“We played incredible. One of the best games we've
played in our time together. The way we controlled
right and left and created chances ... and Tottenham
they want to press they could not do that,” he said.

“We play against Tottenham, one of the best in
Europe, and it was an incredible performance.
Unfortunately we cannot win. We lose lwo limes
againsl Tollenham because of VAR and last season il
was olfside and loday it was hands. And thal’s all.”

Ah, VAR, there is no avoiding the topic and when
video officials ruled out Jesus’s late strike, after spot-
ting the ball striking the arm of City’s Aymeric Laporte,

Guardiola said he was feeling a sense of “deja vu” —
last season his team were knocked out of the
Champions League by Spurs after a late Raheem
Sterling ‘goal’ was ruled oul by VAR for offside.

“I thought we left that situation in Toltenham in the
Champions League last season. But it is the same. The
referee and VAR disallow it. It's the second time - il's
Lough. IUs honestly lough but it’s the way it is,” he said.

Guardiola largely side-stepped journalists’ ques-
tions about the incidents but could not resist some sar-
casm suggesting one questioner “go to London and
ask the big bosses”.

The Spaniard highlighted several decisions so far
this season which he views as inconsistent and gave
particular focus to a first half incident where he felt
Rodri had been fouled inside the box.

“It's a corner and (Erik) Lamela goes over Rodri,
who goes down. But VAR in that moment was taking a
coffee,” he said. His counterpart, Maurico Pochettino,
said he was sure that he would also end up on the
wrong end of such decisions.

“We need to accept that (VAR). I was a little bit
critical of VAR but now we have to accept the
rules. Now it benefits us. No doubt it won't benefit
us at other times. It’s a rule we need to accept,” he
said. — Reuters

Matches on TV

(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Wolverhampton Wanderers FC v Manchester
United 22:00
beIN SPORTS HD 2
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Medard ends try drought with double
to sink Scotland in WCup warm-up

Stokes blasts century as England set
Australia 267 to win second Test

MONDAY, AUGUST 19, 2019

Top seeds Djokovic, Barty
toppled in Cincy semi-finals

Chelsea held 1-1 by Leicester

Chelsea manager Lampard denied first win

LONDON: lrank Lampard is still waiting for his first
win as Chelsea manager after Willred Ndidi gave
Leicester a 1-1 draw to spoil the Blues legend’s home-
coming yesterday. Thrashed 4-0 at Manchester United
last weekend and beaten on penalties by Liverpool in
the European Super Cup on Wednesday, Lampard’s
side took an early lead through Mason Mount’s first
goal for Chelsea.

Bul Ndidi atoned for the costly mistake that led Lo
Mount’s opener as the Nigeria midfielder headed
Leicester’s well deserved second half equaliser.
Lampard had been given a thunderous reception in his
first game as Chelsea manager at Stamford Bridge.

Yel the mood was [ar gloomier by the final whistle
after a spluttering display raised the spectre of a
potentially difficult season for the returning hero.

Lampard, Chelsea’s all-time record goalscorer, man-
aged Lo avoid being the first Blues boss Lo lose his first

two Premier League games in charge since Gianluca
Vialli 21 years ago.

But on this evidence there is a lot of work for the 41-
year-old to do if he is to emulate his 13-year playing
spell at Chelsea, which included three Premier League
titles and the club’s first Champions League crown.

Greeled by a huge flag with the message ‘Frank
Lampard’s blue and white army’” and another reading
‘Welcome home Super Frank’, the former England mid-
fielder emerged from the tunnel Lo cheers and turned Lo
applaud the crowd as they chanted ‘Super Frankie
Lampard’.

With his former Chelsea leam-male John Terry in
the stands to support his old friend, the Blues nearly
gave Lampard a dream start in the first minute when
Olivier Giroud chested Cesar Azpilicuela’s pass Lo
Pedro and the Spaniard volleyed into the side-netting.

Moments later, Mount threatened when he burst

through, but the voungster shot too close to Kasper
Schmeichel, who did well to block Christian Pulisic’s
attempt from the rebound.

Mount, a Llenacious allacking midfielder in
Lampard’s mold, didn’t need to rue that miss for long.
The 20-year-old, who impressed while playing for
Lampard on loan at second tier Derby last season,
opened his Chelsea account in the seventh minute, with
a helping hand from Ndidi.

When Caglar Soyuncu rolled a pass to Ndidi, he
dithered on the ball too long and Mount alertly pres-
sured him into conceding possession before sliding a
clinical finish past Schmeichel.

It was just reward [or a blistering slart from Chelsea
and Lampard celebrated by punching the air in delight.
Mount should have doubled Chelsea’s lead when he
headed straight at Schmeichel from Pedro’s cross
before N’Golo Kante shot wide from Giroud’s flick.

But Chelsea couldn’t keep up that ferocious pace
and their dip gave Leicester a lifeline they should have
taken when James Maddison miscued his pass after
dancing around Blues keeper Kepa Arrizabalaga early
in the second half.

Giroud had started up front instead of Tammy
Abraham, who suffered racial abuse on social media
after he missed the decisive penalty in that Super Cup
loss in Istanbul.

But Lampard responded to Chelsea’s loss of control
and Giroud’s lack of impact by introducing Abraham on
the hour, the voung striker greeted warmly by Blues
fans after the midweek taunts.

It wasn’l enough Lo swing the momentum back in
Chelsea’s favour and Leicester’s dominance was
rewarded in the 67th minute. When Maddison swung
over a corner, Ndidi rose above Azpilicueta to plant a
powerful header past Kepa. — AFP

Miller-Uibo sparkles
as Blake shows he
is not spent force

BIRMINGHAM: Bahamas star Shaunae Miller-Uibo came from
behind to overhaul home hope Dina Asher-Smith and win a star-stud-
ded women’s 200 metres at the Birmingham Diamond League meeling
yeslerday.

Asher-Smith fell just short, as did her compatriot Adam Gemili in
the men’s 100m, the injury-plagued sprinter being held off by the
slimmest of margins by Jamaica’s 2011 world champion Yohan Blake.

There was a consolation for Asher-Smith as well as two-lime world
champion at the distance Dafne Schippers who finished a distant
fourth. That’s because Miller-Uibo will only contest the event in which
she is Olympic champion — the 400m — at the world championships
in Doha which begin on September 27.

“Nothing went right for me from the get go,” said Miller-Uibo. “I
had to really fight to get back on level terms but once I pulled upsides
her I knew I had the power to win,” added the 25-year-old. Asher-
Smith was salisfied with her run which saw Jamaican greal Shelly-Ann
Fraser-Pryce finish third.

“The competitor inside me always wants to win but with that field I
am more lhan salisfied to be second,” said Asher-Smith. Blake and
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MILLER
UIBO .
BIRMINGHAM: Bahama’s Shaunae Miller-Uibo reacts after her win in the

women’s 200m during the 2019 IAAF Birmingham Diamond League athlet-
ics meeting at Alexander Stadium in Birmingham yesterday. —AFP

-

Gemili have both had injury woes down the years but they provided a
thrilling finish to the 100 metres.

Blake timed 10.07sec holding on by eight thousandths of a second
from the fast-finishing Gemili in a race that had lost some of its lustre
with the withdrawal on Friday of American champion Christian
Coleman. — AFP

Lundstram strike gives
Sheffield Utd 1-0

victory over Palace

LONDON: John Lundstram’s second-half goal gave Sheffield United a 1-0
win over Cryslal Palace yeslerday, in the first Premier League game al
Bramall Lane for 12 years.

Palace manager Roy Hodgson restored Wilfred Zaha to his starting line-
up after starting him on the bench for the scoreless opening-week draw
againsl Everton, while Chris Wilder started with the same side that secured a
1-1 draw against Bournemouth. Zaha, who has been linked with a move away
from the club before the European transfer window closes on Sept. 2, was
kept under control by the Sheffield defence as Palace once again struggled
Lo creale scoring opportunilies.

David McGoldrick missed a great opportunity to put the home side ahead
just before halftime, bul 25-year-old midfielder Lundstram made no mistake
carly in the second period, lashing the ball home after it was steered into his
path by Palace goalkeeper Vicente Guaita. Lundstram’s strike mean he has
now scored a goal in each of England’s top four divisions. Employing a more
direct approach to try to force an equaliser, Palace had plenty of possession,
but the Sheffield rearguard dealt comfortably with their attacks as they
sealed their first win of the season. — Reuters
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