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Assembly panel approves
public holiday on Ashoura

Compensation for rain damage soon « MP asks about complaints by embassies

KUWAIT: Zain Group, a leading mobile innovator
with operations in eight markets across the Middle
East and Africa, announced its consolidated finan-
cial results for the six months to June 30, 2019. Zain
served 49.2 million customers at the end of the
period, reflecting a 4 percent increase year-on-
vear (Y-o0-Y). For the first six months ol 2019 (H1),
Zain Group generated consolidated revenue of KD
811 million ($2.7 billion), reflecting a growth of 61
percent Y-o-Y.

Commenting on the results, Chairman of the
Board of Directors of Zain Group, Ahmed Al-Tahous
said: “The group’s performance in the first half of the
year was very pleasing given the numerous opera-
tional and compelitive challenges we face in several
key markets.”

Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi, Zain Vice-Chairman and
Group CEO commented: “The first six months of
2019 were exceplional as we recorded impressive
net income and EBITDA growth in all key operations,

Zain Group revenue soars 61% to
S2.7bn for first six
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onths of 2019

Zain Vice-Chairman and Group CEO Bader Nasser
Al-Kharafi

namely Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Jordan and
Bahrain. Overall, these robust set of results reconfirm
that our digital transformation program, efficiency
drive, and growth strategy is on track in delivering
the ambitious financial targels we have sel in a bid lo
exceed all expectations from our stakeholders.”

Kushner meets Jordan king

AMMAN: US President Donald Trump’s advisor
and son-in-law Jared Kushner met with Jordan's
King Abdullah II in Amman yesterday, for talks on
a controversial US plan for Israeli-Palestinian
peace. During their meeting, King Abdullah
stressed “the need to achieve a just and lasting
peace to ensure the establishment of an independ-
entl Palestinian state... with east Jerusalem as ils
capital, living in peace and security alongside
Israel”, the court said. He said any peace plan
should be based on the internationally backed
“two-state solution” and in accordance with the
2002 Arab Peace Initiative. — AFP

|
Reagan made racist remarks

WASHINGTON: Then-California governor
Ronald Reagan made racist remarks about Africans,
calling them “monkeys” in a newly-discovered Ocl
1971 taped conversation with US president Richard
Nixon. Reagan, who went on to win the presidency
in 1980, had called Nixon to vent his anger at
African nations which had defied the US at the UN.
“Last night, I tell you, to walch that thing on Lelevi-
sion as I did,” Reagan said. “Yeah,” Nixon said.
Reagan continued: “To see those, those monkeys
from those African countries - damn them, they're
still uncomfortable wearing shoes!” Nixon responds
with a huge guffaw and went on to gleefully repeat
Reagan’s remarks in other taped conversations with
his advisers. — AFP

]
Sea lion in whale’s mouth

LOS ANGELES: In a stunning photo, a wildlife pho-
tographer has captured a sea lion falling into the
mouth of a humpback whale in what he calls a “once-
in-a-lifetime” moment. Chase Dekker, who is also a
marine biologist, took the spectacular shot during a
whale-watching boat trip off the coast of Monterey
Bay, in California, last week. The 27-year-old said he
was on a whale-watching boat trip on July 22 when
he noticed a group of humpback whales on a feeding
frenzy. As the animals were munching on anchovies,
an unlucky sea lion failed to gel out of the way in lime
and ended up inside the whale’s mouth. Dekker said
the whale never closed its jaws on the sea lion, which
was probably very shaken by the experience but
managed Lo swim away. — AFP

Iran to cut zeros,
rename currency

TEHRAN: The government in sanctions-hit Iran yes-
terday approved a plan to remove zeros from the rial
and rename the currency - something its people have
long been doing to simplify transactions. “The cabinet
loday agreed on a bill to eliminale four zeros from the
currency and that ‘loman’ will be our national curren-
cy,” government spokesman Ali Rabiei told reporters in
Tehran. The value of the Iranian rial has hit low after
record low since last year.

The currency was trading at about 37,000 to the
dollar three vears ago, but it slumped to around
180,000 last year. Thal was after US President Donald
Trump announced the United States was unilaterally
withdrawing [rom the 2015 Iran nuclear deal and reim-
posing biting sanctions. At the time, long queues were
seen oulside exchange offices, before the Iranian gov-

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The National Assembly’s legal and legisla-
tive committee yesterday approved a draft law to
declare Ashoura as a public holiday for both the pri-
vate and public sectors, MP Khalil Abul said. To
become effective, the bill has to be approved by the
National Assembly when it resumes its sessions in late
October. Assembly panels in the past have rejected
such proposals.

Ashoura falls on the 10th of Muharram, the first
month of the Muslim lunar calendar, when Shiites com-
memorale the killing of Imam Al-Hussein, the grandson
of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), who is highly revered
by Shiiles as their third imam.

Abul said the committee also discussed the grilling
filed by MP Abdulkareem Al-Kandari against the prime
minister after the Assembly asked the commillee Lo
eslablish if the grilling was in line with the constitution.
The panel postponed any decision until a further meet-
ing after gelling the legal response of the government.
Kandari has declined an invitation by the panel to
allend ils meelings.

Head of the Assembly commiltee studying damage
caused by last year’s {loods MP Adel Al-Damkhi said
vesterday the government is expected to start paying
compensation for huge damages in the next few

ernment took drastic measures by arresting unlicensed
dealers and freezing the accounts of speculators.

Currently the rial is trading at around 120,000 to the
US dollar on the street, while the official rate is 42,000.
This means anyone without a bank card has had to vir-
tually abandon coins and carry around thick wads of
banknotes in their purses or wallets just to make every-
day purchases. In a bid to simplify transactions,
Iranians have long referred to their currency as the
toman and chopped off a zero - a unique system that is
a source of confusion for foreign visilors.

The Iranian government has now acknowledged this
with its latest move, which needs to be forwarded Lo
parliament for final approval. “This will make the
national currency more effective,” said the spokesman
Rabiei. “It will be more in line with common praclice in
society... the rial is not used that much. “Coins will once
again come inlo circulation,” he added. The
International Monetary Fund has forecast Iran’s econo-
my Lo shrink by 6.0 percent this year due to sanclions
and rising instability in the Middle East. — AFP

weeks. Damkhi said the government had already paid
compensation for damages Lo vehicles worth less than
KD 3,000 and has almost completed compiling larger
damages [or vehicles and houses.

He said the lists are almost ready and Minister of
Public Works Jenan Bushehri has said payments will
start in the coming few weeks. Floods resulting from
torrential rains lashed several areas of Kuwait last
November, causing heavy damage to properties.
Damkhi also said that the commiltee called on the

Continued on Page 24
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TEHRAN: Iranian rials are displayed in the capital

yesterday. — AFP

Dozens dead in
Alghan bus blast
as US signals
peace progress

HERAT, Afghanistan: At least 34 peo-
ple were killed in western Afghanistan
when their bus hit a Taleban roadside
bomb, officials said veslerday, the same
day a US peace envoy indicated a peace
deal with the insurgents could be immi-
nent. Even in a conflict where civilians
die daily, vesterday’s blast stood out as
particularly devastating, as most of the
viclims were women and children. The

Body of Indian
coffee magnate
found in river

BANGALORE: The body of billionaire
Indian coffee magnale V G Siddhartha
was found by a river in southern India
yeslerday, a day afler a leller revealed
his concerns over deep financial prob-
lems and perceived harassment from tax
authorities. The discovery by fishermen
ended a lwo-day search [or the founder
of the Cafe Coffee Day empire, after he
was last seen by his driver walking across
a bridge in the city of Mangalaru.
Polilicians and business figures called
immediately for a probe into Siddhartha’s
death, as well as the allegations in his let-
ter of harassment from lenders and tax

explosion ripped through the bus around
6:00 am (0130 GMT) in Farah province,
authorities said, along a busy highway to
neighboring Herat.

“It was dark, and the bus hit a mine,”
passenger Ali Juma told AFP from a hos-
pital in Herat. “There were many casual-
ties, martyrs and wounded people.” The
explosion came amid a US push for
peace with the Taleban that after several
slow months now appears to be making
progress. US peace envoy Zalmay
Khalilzad, who spent more than a week
in Kabul, yesterday left Afghanistan for
Pakistan before heading to Doha, where

he is expected to hold a [resh round of

talks with the Taleban.
After nearly 18 gruelling years, the US
wanlts Lo quit Afghanistan in return for
Continued on Page 24

authorities. “The government should hold
a proper investigation into his tragic
death,” former prime minister H D Deve
Gowda said on Twitter as he expressed
“shock”. A call for an independent
inquiry was raised in parliament by
opposition Congress MP Manish Tewari.
Siddhartha - whose family had been in
the coffee business for 130 years -
opened his first Cafe Coffee Day store in
1996 and wenl on lo become one of the
world’s biggest colfee traders. He owned
Asia’s biggest coffee plantation and his
company was India’s biggest coflee
exporter. The chain has more than 1,700
stores, mainly in India, bul also in
Malaysia, Egypt, Czech Republic and
Austria, employing more than 30,000
people. Its shares slumped by 20 percent
for the second slraight day veslerday as

news of the body was released.
Continued on Page 24
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HERAT, Afghanistan: An Afghan man holds the dead body of a child killed

when a bus hit a roadside bomb on the Kandahar-Herat highway, at a hospi-
tal yesterday. — AFP
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CHIKMAGALUR, India: Chief Minister of Karnataka B S Yeddyurappa pays
homage to the remains of late coffee baron V G Siddhartha yesterday. — AFP
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Amir, Crown Prince receive to
state officials at Bayan Palace
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
Al-Sahah meets with His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf : meets with National Assembly Speaker Marzougq Ali Al-Ghanem. meets with His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. —Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.
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o . . His Highness the Grown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al- 1 His Highness the Grown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-

=/ His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al- Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with His Highness "85 Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Deputy

Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with National the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al- Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem. Hamad Al-Sabah. Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh
Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad  Jaber Al-Sabah. His Highness the Amir also received Speaker  Hamad Al-Sabah. Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown Prince  Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Bayan Palace vesterday His  of the National Assembly Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem and His  received at Bayan Palace Ghanem, His Highness the PM  Hamad Al-Sabah and Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-  Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-  Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak, Deputy Prime Minister and  Interior Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah. —KUNA

Defense minister
sends condolences

Amir’s envoy pays respects over Prince Bandar passing

KUWAIT: First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Defense Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah sent yesterday a cable of condolences Lo the
Defense Minister of Pakistan Pervez Khattak,
expressing sorrow over the victims of the military
plane crash in eastern Rawalpindi city, Pakistan. In
the cable, he wished mercy to the deceased and
swifl recovery Lo the injured. —KUNA

I
Inauguration ceremony

KUWALIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s representative, Amiri

Diwan Advisor Sheikh Fahad Saad Al-Abdullah Al- o i | . = i

Sabah, k;.ft for Mau”tan;:apyeS.tjrd?i/lt%.atteg%ﬂ;ﬁ lences to Riyadh Governor Prince Faisal bin Bandar bin Abdulaziz Al Saud over the passing | His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah offers condolences

g‘ﬁ:ﬁr% L‘;‘; of;ﬁ?T%N Ares‘ ent Aohamed Hu of Prince Bandar bin Abdulaziz Al Saud. —KUNA g over the passing of Prince Bandar bin Abdulaziz Al Saud.
| RIYADH: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s representative, His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah offered his

Kuwait oil price up condolences Lo Rivadh Governor Prince Faisal bin Bandar bin Abdulaziz Al Saud and the Saudi Royal family over the passing of Prince Bandar bin Abdulaziz Al Saud. The

Amiri envoy departed the country bound home for Kuwait shortly after. He was accompanied by a delegation consisting of Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
KUWAIT: The price of Kuwaiti oil went up 90 Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Deputy Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah and Minister of Health Sheikh Dr

cents Tuesday, standing at $64.99 after being at Basel Al-Sabah. —KUNA

$64.09 the day before, Kuwail Pelroleum
Corporation (KPC) said yesterday. The price of h L Azzam Mubarak Al-Sabah who greeted the Premier, marking the =

the Brent Blend crude went up to $64.72 pb, the Ba raims end of his diplomatic tenure in the Kingdom. The Bahraini premier ‘ .Jﬂm |
same case with the West Texas Intermediate, expressed deep gratitude and appreciation of Ambassador Azzam'’s

which went up to $58.05 pb. —KUNA I) m 1 h a .l efforts throughout his term in the kingdom in consolidating the
P P re 1er 118 cooperation between the two countries, extolling at the same time
|

the ambassador’s expertise and efficiency, wishing him success.

EXChange rale unchanged tieS With I(uwait Meanwhile, the ambassador expressed his deep gratitude and

appreciation to the Premier for his patronage and diligence on
KUWAIT: The exchange rate of the US Dollar MANAMA: Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa, the Prime boosting the two countries’ fraternal ties. He also praised the

remained unchanged at KD 0.304, while the Euro Minister of Bahrain, yesterday hailed the deep-rooted Bahraini- Premler‘and the Ba.hralr?l government for support lhal Sqnlrlbuled a
went up to KD 0.339 compared to Tuesday’s rates, Kuwaili fraternal ties that are beyond the description of any words. 0t to his successful mission. The ambassador said, *You are the
the Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK) said yesterday.  The Bahrain News Agency quoled him as saying that the sisterly et supporter Lo bolstering the bilateral ties between the two
The CBK added, in its daily bulletin, that the rate of State of Kuwait, its leadership and people, occupy the most pre- brothc.\r]y countries, and your stances are accordcd‘hug.c.cstccm in
the British Pound Sterling remained at KD 0.369, cious place in the soul and spirit. He praised the supportive stances ~ Kuwait from His Highness the Amir and all Kuwaili citizens, and
same did the Swiss Franc at KD 0.306. The Japanese ~ of His Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al- ~ Your love pulsates in every Kuwaitis heart and whenever the name MANAMA: Prime Minister of Bahrain Prince Khalifa bin
Yen also held its KD 0.002 rate. —KUNA Jaber Al-Sabah for Bahrain in all circumstances. His statements ~ ©f Bahrain is me““?“f’;d in Kuwail, they do mention Prince Khalifa ] Salman Al Khalifa (right) meets with Ambassador of Kuwait
came upon receplion of Ambassador of Kuwail to Bahrain Sheikh bin Salman Al Khalifa.” —KUNA to Bahrain Sheikh Azzam Mubarak Al-Sabah. —KUNA

Minister hails —
Kuwaiti-Moroccan
‘historic ties’

KUWAIT: Depuly Prime Minister and State Minister for Cabinel
Affairs Anas Al-Saleh on Tuesday praised Kuwail's exceptional
“historic relations” with Morocco. This relationship has been
translated through various levels of cooperation, the minister
told reporters after atlending a Moroccan embassy ceremony
held Lo celebrate King Mohammed VI's 20th anniversary ol the
accession to the throne. Meanwhile, Morocco’s Ambassador to
Kuwait Jafar Hakim referenced joint talks hosted by Rabat in
April, whereby several agreements were signed most notably in
the cultural spectrum. The ambassador also expressed hope that
a direct air navigational route would be established between
both countries in the foreseeable future, hailing the impact this
move would have on reigniting bilateral trade and tourism coop-
eralion. In the meantime, he revealed thal the embassy is cur-
rently working on preparations with the National Council for : ' S

Culture, Arts and Letters to hold a Moroccan cultural week in KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and State Minister for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh (right) and
Kuwail before the end of the year.—KUNA Morocco’s Ambassador to Kuwait Jafar Hakim cut the cake during the ceremony. —KUNA

Anas Al-Saleh speaks to reporters during the ceremony.
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Kuwait’s UN envoy vehemently
deplores Syria air strikes

Two-thirds of Security Council ask UN chiel for Syria hospital attacks inquiry

NEW YORK: A Kuwaiti diplomat strongly condemned air
strikes in Syria’s northwestern Idlib region that deliber-
alely largeted civilians while leaving infrastructure in lat-
ters. Kuwail’s Permanent Representative to the United
Nations Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi made the
remarks on behall of his country, alongside Belgium and
Germany, during a UN Security Council session dedicat-
ed to the humanilarian catastrophe unfolding in Syria. He
strongly urged all parties to take the measures needed to
protect innocent civilians and shield the infrastructure
from the ongoing aerial bombardments.

Two-thirds of the Uniled Nations Securily Council -
including the United States, Britain and France - asked
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on Tuesday to inves-
tigale atlacks on UN-supported medical facilities in
northwest Syria, diplomats said. Syrian President Bashar
Al-Assad’s forces, backed by Russia, began an offensive
on the last major insurgent stronghold three months ago
that the United Nations says has killed at least 450 civil-
ians and displaced more than 440,000 people.

Britain, France, the United States, Germany, Belgium,
Peru, Poland, Kuwait, Dominican Republic and Indonesia
delivered a demarche - a formal diplomatic petition - Lo
Guterres over the lack of an inquiry into attacks on UN-
supported facilities. “Al least fourteen UN-supported
facilities on the list of deconflicted facilities have been
damaged or destroyed in northwest Syria since the end of
April,” they told Guterres, according to the agreed
requesl. “We therefore respectlully request that you con-
sider launching an internal UN investigation into attacks
that have damaged or destroyed UN-supported [acilities
in northwest Syria and report back promptly,” they said.

They noted that in 2016 former UN Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon had used his discretionary power to open
an inquiry into an attack on a Syrian Arab Red Crescent
humanitarian convoy in Aleppo. Guterres’ spokesman
Farhan Haq confirmed representatives ol 10 member
states had met with the secretary-general. “We will con-
sider their request,” Haq said.

Hospitals under attack

While the Uniled Nations has shared the localions of
humanitarian facilities with the parties to the conflict, UN
aid chiel Mark Lowcock has told the Security Council
that dozens of healthcare facilities have been struck since
April. “Is that information used as it’s intended, to protect
facilities ... or is it being used to target facilities?”
Lowcock said lo reporlers on Tuesday aller briefing the
council for the seventh time since the Syrian government
offensive began.

The 10 members of the Security Council also called on
Guterres to investigate why the so-called deconfliction
mechanism had failed to deter attacks. Russia and Syria
have said their [orces are nol largeling civilians or civilian
infrastructure and questioned the sources used by the
United Nations to verify attacks on health centers.

In a July 16 letter to Guterres and the Security Council,
Svrian UN Ambassador Bashar Ja’afari said some 119 hos-
pital and health care centers “have been oul of commis-
sion since being taken over by lerrorist groups” and “no
longer serve their original purpose and cannot be consid-
ered hospitals, health-care centers or even ‘civilian
objects’ under humanitarian law.”

Children killed

Addressing Syria’s warring parlies, Ambassador Olaibi
said UN Security Council resolutions should be respected
and abided by, particularly ones dealing with the protec-
tion of medical facilities and schools. Citing UN reports,
he said a large number of children had been killed in the
Syrian city of Idlib during the last month, while the
infrastructure in the area has been destroyed, the
Kuwaiti diplomat added. He emphasized that Syria’s
eight-year civil war can only be resolved through a
political solution, saying military action will never be the
answer to the misery of “three million people, a quarter
ol whom are children,” crammed into the northwestern
province. “The people of Syria have witnessed the most
despicable crimes as identified by international law,” he
lamented, saying those responsible for these heinous

Iraq, Kuwait
select consultant
to invest

in joint fields

BAGHDAD: Iraq and Kuwait reached an
agreement for the selection of a global
consultant to prepare a study on the
investment of the joint border oil fields,
Iraq’s Ministry of Oil announced yester-
day. The two countries have agreed to
choose the British company ‘ERC
Equipoise Pte Ltd’ to take over this task,

Kuwait supports humanitarian
programs worldwide: Envoy

GENEVA: The State of Kuwait is keen on
continuing the support extended to
humanitarian programs worldwide in line
with its leadership’s guidelines and orders,
a diplomal said yesterday. This statement
came from Kuwait’'s Permanent
Representative to the UN and International
Organization’s headquarters in Geneva
Jamal Al-Ghunaim, during his meeting with
Deputy High Commissioner of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) Kelly Clements and the Food and
Agricultural Organization’s (FAO) Senior
Adviser for Program Development and
Humanitarian Affairs Rodrigue Vinet.
Ghunaim added that Kuwait was keen on
partaking in vital humanilarian programs
led by the UN and the international com-
munity to help those in need. His Highness
the Amir of Kuwail Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and the Kuwaiti
people are keen on helping all those alfect-
ed by natural disasters and conlflicts,
affirmed Ghunaim.

Meanwhile, Clements said that the
UNHCR commended the efforts exerted by
[Cuwait on the humanitarian level. She
affirmed that Kuwait was always on the
forefront when it came to aiding people
against mishaps, saying that such eager-
ness Lo fend off danger was apprecialed.
Clements revealed that her meeling with
Ghunaim focused on Kuwait’s voluntary
supporl of the Syrian relugees as
announced by the Brussels conference
last March. In the meantime, Vinet said
that Kuwail was a major conlribulor Lo

GENEVA: Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to the UN and International
Organization’s headquarters in Geneva Jamal Al-Ghunaim meets with Deputy High
Commissioner of the UNHCR Kelly Clements. — KUNA photos

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi speaks
during a UN Security Council session dedicated to the humanitarian catastrophe in Syria. — KUNA

deeds should be held accountable and face swill juslice.
On the return of Syrian refugees, he maintained that it
should only be done “securely and voluntarily,” pointing
out that tens of thousands of Syrians remain either
detained or missing.

An array of insurgents have a foothold in northwestern
Syria. The most powerful is the jihadist Tahrir al-Sham,
the latest incarnation of the former Nusra Front which

was part of Al-Qaeda until 2016. British UN Ambassador
Karen Pierce lold the Security Council on Tuesday that
Ja’afari’s letter was an admission of Syrian government
attacks on hospitals. “That is a war crime and it deserves
the utmost, deep investigation so that those units respon-
sible, those military commanders responsible, and the
politicians who give them their instructions, can be
brought to justice,” she said. — Agencies

as the contract will be officially signed in
the coming days, ministry spokesman
Assem Jihad said in a statement.

The contract empowers the company
to prepare studies of the joint productive
border fields ‘Salwan-Al-Abdali” and
‘South Rumaila-Ratqa,” he said. The stud-
ies will help the two countries in organiz-
ing, exploiting and investing in the border
fields shared belween them in order to
guarantee the right of each party in these
fields, he noted.

This agreement is a first step lowards
signing new agreements to regulate the
investmenl and optimal exploilation of
the border fields shared with neighbor-
ing countries, in accordance with mecha-
nisms and international agreements
adopted. — KUNA

Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to the
UN and Intemational Organization’s head-
quarters in Geneva Jamal Al-Ghunaim
meets with FAQ’s Senior Adviser for
Program Development and Humanitarian
Affairs Rodrigue Vinet.

FAO’s programs Lo eradicate food shorl-
age and hunger. Kuwait’s contributions
touched every corner of the globe and
desolaled areas, he stressed. He added
that cooperation with Kuwait had suc-
ceeded in protecting the lives of millions
around the globe. — KUNA

Ready for the Beach ?7?

Subscribe or renew your subscription

& get K.D 50




4

Huwait=L= Cimes

Established 1961

Local

Photo of the Day

Thursday, August 1,2019

KUWAIT: Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Causeway lightened up during the early morning hours. — Photo by Bader Al-Mithin (KUNA)

Shrimping season in int’l waters
starts today after seven-month ban

Union calls for studies to determine feasibility ol shrimping ban

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for
Agricultural Affairs and Fish Resources
(PAAAFR), the General Department of
Coast Guard and Kuwait Fishermen
Union announced the shrimping season
in international waters will begin today.
“After a seven-month ban, it is impor-
tant to follow up with neighboring
countries and prepare statistics by con-
cerned authorities to delermine the fea-
sibility of banning shrimping, and
whether there is an actual increase in
the numbers of shrimp after the ban,”
Head of Kuwail Fishermen Union Thaher
Al-Suwayvyan said.

He stressed thal the ban every year
does not result in an increase in stocks
of shrimp, because of lack of commit-
ment by some fishermen from neighbor-
ing countries. Suwayyan pointed out
that the society has been demanding for
years and will continue to demand

through official letters to concerned
authorities the necessity of stopping the
entry of Zubaidi’ (pomfret), shrimp and
fresh imported ‘Kanaad’ (narrow-barred
Spanish mackerel) from neighboring
countries during the fishing ban, “as in
previous years we relied on local pro-
duction.” He said this will close the door
Lo transgressing fishermen of neighbor-
ing countries who export fish and shrimp
caught illegally during the ban.

“The authorities must pay attention to
the fishermen union’s demands to sup-
port local products, work to activate the
implementation of decisions and agree-
ments with neighboring countries, and
avoid harming local fishermen while oth-
ers make gains in lerritorial walers,”
Suwayyan said. He called on all fishermen
to abide by Amiri decree 1980/46 and
the laws that organize fishing in order to
avoid any irregularilies, stressing that
whoever commits any violation will face
consequences.
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Ministry to avoid local contracting
with expat teachers for next year

Electricity and Water Ministry denies MEW-PAY app stoppage

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Official sources said the Ministry of
Education will not open local contracting with expat
teachers for the upcoming
school year, because its con-
tracts with teachers from
abroad and appointments of
Kuwaili teachers meets the
need and covers what the
school vear and new schools
need. The sources said the
education ministry does not
wanl lo repeal violations
attributed to it from the Civil

hiring Kuwaiti

limit it to Kuwailis, children of Kuwaili women and Gulfl
nationals only, and as for expats, they will not have a
chance except in cases of extreme need.

Meanwhile, the ministry’s administrative sector asked
its departments to prepare
lists of expat employees who
are Lo be lerminated, be they
teachers or administrators, as
per the Cabinet’s decision to
Kuwaitize the government
sector, expecting the list to
include more than 400 expats
of both genders. In other
news, the Ministry of
Electricity and Water (MEW)

Ministry to
focus on

teachers

Service Commission when it
contracted expal teachers
who arrived in Kuwait not as teachers - rather they were
registered for other jobs.

The sources said the educalion ministry is thinking
about banning local contracting in the coming years and

Over 1,100 practicing
female doctors in
Gulf: Specialist

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Senior general surgery, obesily and inten-
sive care specialist at Amiri Hospital and head of the
surgeries committee at Kuwait Surgeons Society Dr
Asmaa Al-Rashid said the Kuwaili [emale surgeons
commiltee - a part of Kuwait Surgeons Sociely - was
founded to support women to achieve their personal

denied any stoppage in the

MEW-PAY application with
regards Lo enquiry and payment services. Leaked infor-
malion carlier indicated that MEW Minister Khalid Al-
Fadhel asked for the halting of the application in its trial
phase for more investigation to ensure authors’ rights.

and professional goals while focusing on their role
locally, regionally and at the international level.

Rashid said the commillee began ils aclivilies in
April 2018. The committee has a board headed by
Rashid, her deputy Dr Huda Al-Manfouhi, Dr
Munecera bin Nikhi and Dr ITham Al-Hamdan, along
with other board members. Rashid said that the goals
of the sociely include boosting contributions of
female surgeons in the surgical community, support-
ing women'’s health, boosting human development and
spreading awareness through leading services. She
added the committee adheres to basic values such as
integrity, transparency and credibility, in addition to
diversity and inclusion.

Rashid said the number of female surgeons is on
the rise both inlernationally and locally due lo the

increase in awareness about the role and presence of

women in this medical specialty, adding that women
were present in surgical specialties in ancient civiliza-
tions. She said Kuwait and Saudi Arabia were the first
Gulf countries to have female surgeons in the mid-
1980s, before other Gull states followed suit.

She said the number of practicing female doctors
and trainees in the surgical specialty is estimated at
over 1,100 in Gull countries, adding they effectively
contribute to developing and building both the public
and private health sectors. Although the surgical pro-
fession is lough, many [emale surgeons in Kuwail and
the Gulf have made several achievements and occu-
pied many academic, leadership and union positions.
Rashid said the committee seeks to support medical
students and new doctors to join the surgery field.

Salary certificates
forgery gang busted

KUWAIT: Criminal detectives busted a gang ol four
headed by the nephew of a current member of parlia-
menl. The gang forged salary certificales and docu-
ments for cash loans. A source said detectives
received information aboul a Kuwaili forging salary
cerlificates [rom a government establishment and air-
line companies, besides facilitating loans from banks
and companies in exchange for a KD 1,000 fee for
cach transaction. Detectives found 16 salary certifi-
cates ready to be delivered.

Officers insulted
Two officers and a civil inspector accused a Kuwaiti
woman of insulting them after she objected to the
method of inspection at Kuwait airport and lodged a
complaint against her. The citizen is being questioned
to find out what exactly happened.

Motorbike gone missing
An Egyptian man told police that his motorcycle,
which he had parked near an Egaila mall, went missing
and lodged a complaint. A security source said the case
was referred to detectives to look for the thief.

Twitter slander
The interior ministry began Lo tighten the noose
againsl users ol several Twiller accounts accused of slan-
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Mitribah northeast of the country on July 21, 2016.

a Four Days Forecast

KUWAIT: A screen grab taken yesterday from the Kuwait Meteorological Department’s website
showing a four-day weather forecast. It predicts a very hot weekend, with temperatures reaching 50 C
degrees today, and 51 C degrees tomorrow and the day after. Multiple heat waves have swept Kuwait
this summer, as mercury exceeded 50 C degree on multiple occasions, and even reaching that bench-
mark in June before summer’s official start. UN World Meteorological Organization (WMO) experts
said in June that Kuwait recorded the world’s highest temperature in recent years; 53.9 C degrees in
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der in Kuwait. An informed source said the electronic
crimes department is working on discovering the owners
of these accounts, announcing there are 1,100 complaints
against six such accounts. The cases are of insulting and
stirring strife, and they are being investigated. The own-
ers of some accounts were identified as being abroad and
orders were given for their arrest as soon as they arrive in
the country. The source said charges may be brought
against a senior government official who cooperated with
the owner of the ‘Aleej Al-Masayan’ account.

Drug possession
Three passengers were arrested on arrival in Kuwait
in possession of hashish and psychoaclive substances.
The three were sent to concerned authorities.
— Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Qabas and Al-Rai

‘Rocket launcher’ passenger
traveled through military airbase

KUWAIT: A high-ranking source at the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation said the
rocket launcher found with a passenger at a US
airport, who claimed it was a souvenir from
Kuwait, did not go through Kuwail International
Airport’s passenger terminal, adding that inspec-
tion at Kuwait airport is very strict. Military
sources said the American passenger is a military
man and traveled through the military airport
(Abdullah AI-Mubarak Airbase), which is designat-
ed for travel by US soldiers. They are nol searched
by Kuwait authorities, rather by US military police,
which makes it the responsibility of the American
side. —Al-Jarida

Al-Durra to serve Kuwaitis only

KUWAIT: The new head of Al-Durra Domestic
Helpers Company Fahd Al-Kashty said he took a
decision the minute he took over to limit domestic
help applications to Kuwaitis only, as helpers
used to be distributed to both citizens and expats
earlier. Kashty said he reviewed offers of foreign
labor and discovered they were very few com-
pared to local demand. He said he is reviewing
profits and losses in the company in the past peri-
od, and will evaluate the performance of depart-
ments. He said available offers now are mostly
from the Philippines and India, and foreign offices
will be contacted in the future. —Al-Qabas

L
KAC privatization delayed

KUWAIT: The project of privatizing Kuwait
Airways (KAC) has been postponed for five to sev-
en years, according lo sources [amiliar with the
issue. The sources said this is based on two aspects
- the first is to modernize the fleet and the second
is to eradicate accumulated losses, because it is not
possible to sell a failing company to any investor,
and the government will not accept allocaling
shares to citizen that are burdened with losses.
Removing accumulated losses need lime, as il
reached around KD 320 million by the end of 2017.
The sources said the finance ministry is committed
to pay KD 600 million to KAC, which is what is left
from completing its KD 1.2 billion capital after
transforming KKAC from a corporation into a share-
holding company in April 2015. The sources
explained that the KD 600 million will not be paid
directly, rather by paying the dues for the purchase
of new aircraft. —Al-Qabas

KUWAIT: Mubarak Al-Kabeer Fire Director Brig Mohammad Al-Muhaimeed received a delegation from Kuwait National Guard headed by

administrative support assistant Brig Talla Abdelrazaq Qadeer in Mubarak Al-Kabeer hazardous material fire station. Heads of the
Qurain fire station Col Mohammad Al-Eidan and Mubarak Al-Kabeer hazardous material fire station Lt Col Ali Al-Marzougi attended the
meeting, which was held as part of the cooperation protocol between the two sides. —By Hanan Al-Saadoun
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Trump denies racist strategy but gets heckled for ‘hate’

12 die as flooding
paralyses Karachi
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TOKYO: Pedestrians walk past a screen in Tokyo reporting about North Korea’s missile launch earlier In the day off the coast of North Korea yesterday. — AFP

North Korea fires 2 ballistic missiles

N Korea tests more missiles despite efforts al diplomatic solutions

SEOUL: North Korea fired two short-range ballistic mis-

through Asia in August. US military forces in South Korea

United States and others,” Abe told reporters. Chief

Kim. Henri Feron, a senior fellow at the Washington-based

siles vesterday, the South Korean military said, only days
alter it launched two similar missiles intended Lo pressure
South Korea and the United States to stop upcoming mili-
tary drills. The firings follow launches on July 25, North
Korea'’s first missile tests since leader Kim Jong Un and US
President Donald Trump met on June 30 and agreed to
revive stalled denuclearization talks.

The series ol missile Lests raises the stakes for US and
South Korean diplomats criss-crossing the region this
week in the hope of restarting talks aimed at persuading
Pyongyang to give up its nuclear weapons and ballistic
missile programs. “North Korea’s actions do not help ease
military tensions, nor do they help keep the momentum for
talks that are under way,” South Korean Foreign Minister
Kang Kyung-wha told reporters in Seoul before leaving
for a Southeast Asian security forum in Bangkok.

Kang urged North Korea to halt the missile launches.
US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and the top US North
Korea negotiator were also headed to the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Regional Forum in the
Thai capital, where Pompeo said he was holding out hope
that U.S. officials could meet North Korean counterparts.

Trump and Pompeo both played down last week’s
launches and Pompeo has continued to express hope for a
diplomatic way forward with North Korea. The latest
launch comes ahead of newly appointed US Secrelary of
Defense Mark Esper’s first official visit to Seoul, which the
Pentagon said on Tuesday was scheduled as part of a tour

were aware of vesterday’s launch, a spokesman said.

New missiles
Yeslerday’s launches were from the Wonsan area on
North Korea’s easl coasl, [rom which last week’s missiles
had been fired, South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS)

said in a statement. It said it was monitoring in case of

more launches. The JCS said later the North had fired bal-
listic missiles that flew about 250 km (155 miles) and
appeared to be similar to those of last week. The missiles,
dubbed the KN-23, are designed Lo evade missile defense
systems by being easier to hide, launch, and maneuver in
flight, experts said.

Kim described the two KN-23s launched last week as
having a “low-altitude gliding and leaping flight” pattern
that would make them hard to intercept. Analysts said the
range and altitude of yesterday’s flights could indicale a
demonstration or test of those capabilities. South Korean
defense minister Jeong Kyeong-doo told a defense forum
in Seoul that stopping a missile like the KN-23 would be
difficult, although South Korea’s missile defense systems
would be able to detect and intercept them.

South Korea’s defense ministry also told lawmakers in
Seoul it had concluded that a new submarine the North
showcased last week was capable of carrying up lo three
ballistic missiles. Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe said
there was no impact from yesterday’s launch on Japan’s
security. “We will continue to closely cooperate with the

Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga said Japan would still
seek a summil with North Korea, without conditions,
despite the latest launch.

‘Bargaining chip’

Trump and Kim met on June 30 in the Demilitarized
Zone (DMZ) between the two Koreas but Pyongyang has
since accused Washinglon of breaking a promise by plan-
ning to hold joint military exercises with South Korea next
month and warned the drills could derail talks. Later on,
state news agency KCNA repeated calls for the United
States and South Korea Lo end their “hostile” joint drills,
but did not mention the missile launches.

“It is a prerequisite for improving the inter-Korean
relations and ensuring peace on the Korean peninsula to
call an overall and permanent halt to anti-North war drills,
the root cause of confrontation and war,” it said in a com-
mentary. Moves by the United States and South Korea to
rename the approaching exercises were simply double-
dealing that proved “confrontational maniacs remain
unchanged in their black-hearted intention to stifle”
North Korea by force, it added. A top South Korean offi-
cial said last month the drills would mainly involve com-
puter simulations.

North Korea has also warned of a possible end to its
freeze on nuclear and long-range missile tests that has
been in place since 2017, which Trump has repeatedly
upheld as evidence of the success of his engagement with

Center for International Policy, said the United States and
South Korea may need to consider a temporary suspen-
sion of the drills, or propose other measures to reduce
tensions. “I do think there is a high risk that talks will end
altogether if Washington and Seoul continue to ignore
North Korea’s concern with the exercises,” he said.

A summit between Trump and Kim in Vietnam in
February collapsed after they failed to reconcile differ-
ences between Washington’s demands for Pyongyang’s
complete denuclearization and North Korean demands for
sanctions relief. Trump says he has a good relationship
with Kim and Pompeo said on Monday he hoped working-
level talks could occur soon. Pompeo told reporters travel-
ling with him to Asia on Tuesday he did not know when
this would happen but hoped US Special Representative
for North Korea Stephen Biegun and his new counterpart
could meet soon.

North Korean Foreign Minister Ri Yong Ho cancelled
a planned visit to the ASEAN forum in Bangkok but
Pompeo said the Americans were still open to a meeting.
Harry Kazianis, of Washinglon’s Center for the National
Interest think tank, said the latest launches were a clear
attempt by North Korea to put pressure on Washington.
Other analysts have said North Korea will be embold-
ened lo press more aggressively for US concessions by
Trump’s apparent eagerness to hold up his engagement
with Pyongyang as a foreign policy success ahead of his
2020 re-election bid. — Reuters

In Berlin, refugees
get classes on
sexual consent

BERLIN: In a classroom workshop, students
watch a video of a man and woman meeting in a
nightclub. The two drink, laugh, dance and Kkiss.
The tone in the room and on the screen quickly
changes when the man takes the woman home,
locks the door and, when she attempls Lo leave,
he rapes her.

When the grim video ends, seven men in their
thirties, refugees who have come to Berlin from
Syria, Iraq or Afghanistan, are invited to react
and comment. “She has had too much to drink,
they are sleeping together,” says one, convinced
the man in the video took advantage of the
young woman’s drunkenness to abuse her. “He
knew very well what he wanted,” says another.

At this point, the workshop’s moderator,
Carola Pietrusky-Niane, jumps in to explain that
“it happens frequently in Berlin, young people
drink a lot, take drugs,” and in cerlain cases, this
type of aggressive crime can happen. The partic-
ipants in the four-hour course titled “Together
for Security”, which is currently only held in
Berlin, have joined the class voluntarily.
Germany'’s integration commissioner Annette
Widmann-Mauz has called for such sex educa-

tion classes Lo be more widely offered to
refugees, following a gang rape case last year in
Freiburg, in which 10 of 11 suspects are refugees.

Backlash

Several high-profile rape cases commilted by
migrants have stoked a backlash against the mass
influx of a million asylum seckers to Germany
since 2015. Mass assaults by recent migrants in
Cologne on New Year’s Eve 2015-2016, and a
rape-murder in 2016 by an Afghan refugee, have
been seized on by the far-right in its push against
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s decision Lo let in the
newcomers. In Germany, there was a 15-percent
rise in sex crimes committed by foreigners in
2018, 6,046 offences compared to 5,258 in 2017,
according to federal statistics.

The increase is largely due Lo stricler legisla-
tion since 2016, which made it easier to prose-
cute perpetrators of sex-related crimes. But the
cases also underline the challenge of integrating
large numbers of migrants, a big proportion of
whom are young, single men from countries
which would view Western norms as surprisingly
liberal. In Norway, migrants were compelled to
undergo similar courses between 2013 and 2015,
after several rape cases involving refugees.

“These are difficult themes, speak freely,”
Pietrusky-Niane tells the group, as they discuss
the video in a mix of German and Arabic. The
session, attended by the seven single men, some
of whom are fathers, was organized by the
Norwegian group Hero, which manages several
hostels for migrants in Germany. The topics in

k

BERLIN: People attend a four-hour course titled
‘Together for Security’, a sex education class for
migrants in Berlinis Marzahn district. — AFP

the workshop are broad with questions like:
How do you know whether a woman is willing?
And, how do you react if she isn't?

Advice is given lo refugees from countries
where displays of affection are banned in public,
boys and girls often attend separate schools and
rape within marriage is not considered a crime.
One of the short videos during the workshop
spells out the difference between consensual
sex and rape. “IUs like asking a person il they
want a cup of tea,” says the voiceover in English.
“If she answers ‘Yes, I love it’, it's because she
wants one. “If she hesitates, you can make the
tea and ask again,” the video continues. “And if
someone says ‘No, thank you’, don’t make the tea
and don’t get angry-it's the same with sexuality,”
the video concludes. — AFP

Mother’s ‘nightmare’ after US
teen admits killing Italian cop

ROME: The mother of a US teen
detained in Rome over the killing of an
Italian police officer spoke yesterday of
her shock at the arrest of her “thoughtful
boy”, as the suspect’s father arrived in
[taly. Finnegan Elder, 19, has been
charged with aggravated homicide along
with friend Gabriel Natale Hjorth, 18, fol-
lowing the death of officer Mario
Cerciello Rega, who suffered multiple
knife wounds in Friday’s attack.

Elder has confessed Lo stabbing
Cerciello, 35, with a US Marine partially-
serraled, close-quarlers combal knife,
according to police. But says he mistook
the plain-clothed officer for a dangerous
drug dealer and used the weapon in self-
defense. His father Ethan Elder said on
arrival in Rome that “the first thing I need
to know is how to gel into prison lo see
my son,” before heading directly with his
lawyer to the city’s Regina Coeli jail,
according to Italian media reports. “We
feel like our world has come crashing
down,” Elder’s mother Leah said in an
interview with Italy’s La Stampa daily.

“I don’t know how to describe it. It’s

like a nightmare we’ll wake up [rom”.
Their son was high on a mix of spirits,
beer and prescription medicines when the
attack took place, police said Tuesday.
Cerciello had tackled him to the ground
during a nighttime drugs raid in a genteel
Rome neighborhood. “Finn is a thoughtful
boy. The only explanation I can give, if he
really is involved direclly in this tragedy,
is that he was terrified and therefore
reacted rashly,” the suspect’s mother said.

She added that he had in the past
taken powerful painkillers for an injury
to his hand suffered while working part-
lime in a car parls shop. He had to have
part of a finger amputated after a nasty
fall off a ladder which left his left hand
partially paralyzed, she said. The teenag-
er took “strong painkillers and opioids”
to manage the pain, as well as marijuana,
she added. Cerciello and his plainclothes
partner Varriale had been tasked with
intercepting the Californian teens after
an intermediary on a drug deal reported
them to the police for stealing his bag
alter they were sold aspirin in the place
of cocaine. — AFP
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Angry

Sudanese

in the city where

Sudan shuts schools as pupils’ killing sparks

AL-OBEID: Sudanese vegetable vendor Zain
Mohamed is angry as he queues outside a bakery in the
city of Al-Obeid, where five schoolchildren were shot
dead while protesting against a shortage of bread. “At a
time when I should be selling vegetables, I'm here
wasling hours in a queue to buy a loafl of bread,”
Mohamed told AFP, as he waited with dozens of other
men and women in {ront of the bakery in downtown Al-
Obeid.

Tragedy struck the city on Monday when six people,
including five secondary school pupils, were shot dead
al a rally against a growing shortage of bread and fuel
in the city. It was a sudden Uripling of the price of bread
in December that was the spark for the mushrooming
protests that led to the toppling of longtime president
Omar Al-Bashir by the army in April.

Al-Obeid, the capital of North Kordofan state some
350 kilometers southwest of Khartoum, remained
largely quiet during the long months of protests. Bashir
addressed loyalist rallies in the stale just weeks before
his ouster. Bul Monday’s deaths have left the town in
shock, prompting the authorities to impose an indefinite
night-time curfew. Demonstrators accuse the feared
paramililaries of the Rapid Support Forces ol shooling
dead the protesters.

‘Complete deterioration’

Alter dark, securily force patrols criss-cross the cily
in pick-up trucks mounted with machineguns. But
despite the curfew, shops remain open late into the
night and residents venture out, even by car, in search
ol bread and other scarce goods. “Gelling [ood has
become a tough task,” said Muwawi Saad, an employee
al a privale company.

Party headquarters
now home to Sudan
paramilitaries

KHARTOUM: The brown, brick building looming over
IChartoum was a potent symbol of the regime of former
president Omar Al-Bashir. Bul now it is home to
Sudan’s feared paramilitary forces. The Rapid Support
Forces (RSF), which sprang out of the notorious
Janjaweed militia and helped oust the long-time leader
in April, have moved in.

Unlfinished and flanked by a yellow crane, the high-
walled building, once the headquarters of Bashir’s
National Congress Party, lowers at least nine stories
over a cily neighborhood close to Khartoum airport.
Inside members of the RSF can be seen coming and
going, and every time the gates to the complex swing
open, their heavily-armed vehicles can be spotted
inside. As Bashir’s three-decade rule was toppled on
April 11 amid a wave of determined protests, the RSF
moved into many of the buildings which had belonged
to his party.

The ruling military council which seized power after
Bashir’s ouster, set up a committee to control the
seizure of the party’s goods and properties. “The prop-
erty of the party against which the Sudanese revolted
has now fallen into the hands of the force they hate,”
said renowned Sudanese journalist Faisal Mohammed
Saleh. It was also paradoxical that “this force, which
was sel up by Bashir to protect him, aided in his fall and
is now occupying the headquarters of his party”.

Led by General Mohamed Hamdan Daglo, now the
deputy chief of the military council, the RSF is said to
include elements of the Janjaweed militia, accused by
rights groups of committing war crimes in the Darfur
region during Bashir’s rule. “I have seen with my own
eves lhe atrocilies commilled by the Janjaweed militias
in Darfur, they killed and displaced the people there,”
said Mahmoud, who gave only his first name for rea-

Libya foes step up
air war as ground
battle stalls

TRIPOLI: Libya’s rival forces have taken their
battle for Tripoli to the skies as fighting stalls on
the ground, alarming UN envoy Ghassan Salame
who has stepped up calls for a truce. More than
1,000 people have been killed since commander
Khalifa Haftar launched an offensive on April 4 to
take the capital, but there have been no major
breakthroughs on the battlefield.

Fighters loyal to the UN-recognised
Government ol National Accord (GNA) have kept
Haltar’s self-styled Libyan National Army (LNA)
al bay on the southern outskirts of the cily. “The
inability of both one camp and the other to make
military progress... is pushing them to rethink their
military tactics,” said Khaled al-Montasser, a pro-
fessor at 'Tripoli University. Montasser said that the
Lwo sides were now largeling each other’s “rear
bases, supply centres and troop concentrations”.

With the [ront lines largely slalic, both sides are
resorting to strikes using warplanes and drones
supplied by their foreign supporters to span the
large distances belween populated centres. The
LNA said it carried out strikes over the weekend
on 10 targets, including a military academy in
Misrata, some 200 kilometers east of the capital.
Five doctors were killed in the air raids, according
Lo the GNA. The raids came alter air strikes Friday
on Hallar’s stralegic air base of Al-Jufra, 650 kilo-
meters south of Tripoli. Its fall would severely
degrade the LNA assault. — AFP

“You have to wait for an hour or even more. Often
you pass by one bakery and find that it is shut because
there is no electricity.” Power cuts are frequent in
Sudan including in the capital Khartoum as the authori-
ties struggle to tackle a deepening economic crisis-the
driving force behind the uprising against Bashir. For
much of his three decades in power, Bashir was able to
look to Al-Obeid for support but the city drew scant
reward in terms of investment.

Many of its roads remain unpaved and heavy rains
this week left huge pools of waler for want of drainage.
In the downlown area, many houses are built of cement.
In poorer neighborhoods, mudbrick is still widespread.
“There has been no electricily in our house since this
morning,” said Babikir Awad, sitting on a chair in front
of his single-storey home in the city centre. “We have
been suffering for months, bul the situation has escalal-
ed in the past two weeks.”

Irequent power cuts are the biggest complaint. “The
main problem is that there is no steady supply of elec-
tricity,” said bakery owner Mohamed al-Hassan.
“Having your own generalor means increasing your
cosls and in turn exposing yoursell Lo losses.”
Residents are angry thal the authorilies have failed Lo
resolve the bread shortage. “The cily has wilnessed a
complete deterioration in services,” said Shadiya
Othman. “This has led to anger.”

Killing sparks outrage
Meanwhile, Sudanese authorities have ordered all
schools nationwide Lo suspend classes indefinitely after
crowds ol students launched demonstrations against
the killing of six protesters including five pupils at a ral-
ly in a central town. “Killing a student is killing a
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AL-OBEID: Sudanese protesters gather in the central Sudanese city of Al-Obeid yesterday, two days after five
pupils were shot dead for protesting against a shortage of bread. —AFP

nation,” chanted hundreds of schoolchildren, dressed in
their uniforms and waving Sudanese flags, as they took
to the streets of Khartoum against the killings in Al-
Obeid on Monday.

Sporadic protests by schoolchildren were also held
in other parts of the capital and in other cities. Five
high-school students were shot dead and more than 60
wounded, some by snipers, when they rallied in Al-
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KHARTOUM: Tires are set ablaze by Sudanese protesters during a rally in the capital Khartoum. -—AFP

sons of security. “But the orders were given by the gov-
ernment of Bashir,” said Mahmoud, who hails {rom
Darfur but now resides in Khartoum.

“Tribal militias’

Some RSF members including senior officers are
also alleged to have brutally broken up a weeks-long
sil-in in June outside the army HQ in Khartoum, in
which at least 127 protesters died, according to a doc-
tors committee linked to the protest movement. RSF
chief Daglo denies responsibility, saying the accusa-
lions are aimed al lainting the image of his [orce.

But an official inquiry concluded last week that eight
securily officers, including three from the RSF, were
involved and they are sel Lo be charged with crimes
againsl humanily. Conceived some 10 years ago,

Nigeria
insists Boko
Haram is

‘defeated’

LAGOS: Nigeria’s presidency
claimed Boko Haram’s 10-year-old
insurgency had been “defeated” but
admitted that international jihadists
posed a growing threat. “The posi-
tion of the Nigerian government is
that the Boko Haram terrorism has
been degraded and defealed. The
real Boko Haram we know is defeal-
ed,” the presidency said in a state-
menl late Tuesday. It said the
country was now facing “a mixture”

Bashir’s party HQ in Khartoum remains a building site,
although all work appears to have been stopped for the
time being. A decade ago his party decided that an
imposing building was to be constructed in the capital,
with a senior official at the time saying it would be
funded by China.

Beijing was a key ally of Bashir’s regime and a part-
ner in exploiting the country’s oil riches, until the seces-
sion of South Sudan in 2011 saw oil revenues dry up. By
taking over the party’s sites, “the RSF is trying to con-
solidate its power over the country”, said one business-
man, who asked not to be named. But the force which
includes ill-trained tribesmen “is struggling to gain the
trust of the Sudanese”, he added. “The Sudanese sce
them as tribal militias who are trying to impose their
authorily by force.—AFP
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MAIDUGURI: Smoldering ashes are seen on the ground in Budu near
Maiduguri after the latest attack this weekend by Boko Haram fighters on a
funeral in northeast Nigeria has left 65 people dead. — AFP

ol Boko Haram remnants, criminal
groups and jihadists from the
Maghreb and West Alrica fuelled
by turmoil in Libya and the collapse
of the Islamic State caliphate in the
Middle East.

“As a consequence of these
international gangs, we have seen
an increase of trans-border crimes
and the proliferation of small arms
in the Lake Chad Basin area,” the
statement  said. President
Muhammadu Buhari, a former gen-
eral who vowed to crush Boko
Haram when he became president in
2015 for his first term in office, has
previously said the group were

“beaten”. The uprising began in
northeast Nigeria in July 2009
when fighting between the hardline
group and government forces left
hundreds of jihadists dead, includ-
ing leader Muhammad Yusuf.

Since then, the bloody campaign
has killed some 27,000 people, dis-
placed over two million people and
spilled over into neighboring coun-
tries. In 2015, the Nigerian army
forced the jihadists out of major
towns but they remain at large in
remole strongholds. Fighters still
launch persistent attacks and a
breakaway faclion loyal Lo IS, the
Islamic State West Africa Province

(ISWAP), has ratcheted up assaults
against the military since last year.
Over the weekend an attack by
the Boko Haram group headed by
long-time leader Abubakar Shekau
killed 65 villagers close to the
regional capital Maiduguri. The
army has often been criticized for
failing to safeguard local communi-
ties, with vigilante groups stepping
into the void left by the authorilies.
But the presidency said it was look-
ing to bolster its military capacity
and expected the long-awaited
delivery of Super Tucano turbo-
prop warplanes from the United
States “beginning next vear”. —AFP

Obeid against fuel and bread shortages, the protest
movemenl and residents said. Lale on Tuesday, a doc-
tors committee close to the protest movement said a
sixth protester died of wounds after he was “shot with
a bullet in the head”. The committee did not say if he
Lloo was a student. Demonstrators accused [eared para-
militaries of the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) of shoot-
ing dead the teenagers. — Agencies

Kid survives 6-storey fall

BEIJING: A three-year-old boy has survived a fall
from a sixth-floor balcony in southwest China after
neighbors caught him with a large blanket, according
Lo stale media. Video of Monday’s incident shows the
boy clinging onto a slab and trying to climb back up
onto the balcony, while his feet kept slipping.
Moments later, he lets go and falls onto a large, white
blanket held open by onlookers. “I looked up and saw
a child was dangling up there. My first reaction was to
find something Lo calch him,” said Zhu Yanhui, an
employee of a local property management company,
who had rushed to the scene. “I thought about rushing
over there and calch him with my bare hands, but that
would not have worked,” Zhu told state broadcaster
CCTV. CCTV said the child had no injuries. “I held out
the blanket along with others all the while keeping my
eyes on the child.— AFP

]
Journalist murdered in Mexico

CUERNAVACA: A journalist was found dead
Tuesday in the trunk of an abandoned car in Mexico,
authorities said, as a media watchdog vowed to inves-
ligate whether his “murder” was connecled Lo his
work. The body of Rogelio Barragan, director of the
Guerrero Al Instante portal, was found “with blunt
injuries Lo the face and an injury Lo the brain area,” the
prosecutor’s office in the central state of Morelos
reported without giving further details. Reporters
Without Borders (RSF), which regularly ranks Mexico
alongside war-torn Syria and Afghanistan as the
world’s most dangerous countries for news media, said
the journalist had more than 10 years of experience.
“We will continue investigaling more to be certain
about whether his murder had to do with his work” at
the portal which employs around a dozen journalists,
RSF representative Balbina Flores said. — AFP

I
15 Ethiopian migrants die

DUBAL At least 15 Ethiopian migrants died after their
boal broke down and left them stranded in the Gulf of
Aden for a week without food or waler, a UN agency
said. “Over 90 Ethiopian migrants were stranded on a
boal between Djibouli and Yemen for one week with
no food and waler leading Lo the death of at least 15
people,” the International Organization for Migration
(IOM) tweeted late Tuesday. “The migrants were trav-
elling from Djibouti to Yemen when the smugglers’
boat broke down. “Those on board reported that lives
were lost due to hunger, thirst and intentional drown-
ing, while some people died in Yemen, as they could
nol reach health facilities in time.” The IOM said it was
treating one survivor, while the whereabouts of the
majorily of the survivors were nol known. It said they
reached the Yemeni port city of Aden, but it was
unclear how they got there. — AFP

I
Romania’s minister resigns

BUCHAREST: Romania’s Interior Minister Nicolae
Moga resigned on Tuesday amid a wave of public revul-
sion over a murder case in which police failed to react in
lime to save a leenage girl. The case has sparked an out-
cry against the authorities, with thousands of demon-
strators laking Lo the streets of Bucharest on Saturday
evening. “I took this decision to safeguard a part of the
prestige of the ministry, which has been severely dam-
aged by the faulty actions of some of its employees,”
said Moga of his resignalion. Moga is the third high-
ranking official to quit over the case in the space of a
week, following the departure of the chiel of police, loan
Buda, and the head of the Special Telecommunications
Service (STS), lonel Vasilca. A suspect, 65-year-old
Gheorghe Dinca, was arrested on Sunday in the south-
ern town of Caracal. — AFP
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Racial diversity dispute spurs shakeup
at US House Democratic campaign arm

Trump denies racist strategy but gets heckled for ‘hate’

WASHINGTON: The congresswoman who heads the
campaign arm for US House of Representatives
Democrals has acknowledged mistakes alter lawmakers
complained about a lack of racial diversity within the
organizalion, and she named a Cuban-American as

interim executive director as part of a major staff

shakeup. The announcement by Representative Cheri
Bustos late on Monday [ollowed several days ol turmoil
at the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee
(DCCC), a controversy that has sidetracked the organi-
zalion as it seeks to expand the party’s majority in the
House in the 2020 election.

Lawmakers who are members of the Congressional
Hispanic Caucus have had multiple conversations with
Bustos in recent months “to address concerns about
diversily at the DCCC,” Alma Acosla, execulive director
of the caucus, said on Tuesday. Politico reported last
week that black and Hispanic lawmakers had complained
that the DCCC was not recruiting or retaining non-white
staffers in top positions. “Today has been a sobering day
filled with tough conversations that too often we avoid,
but I can say confidently that we are taking the first
steps toward putting the DCCC back on path to protect
and expand our majority, with a staff that truly reflects
the diversity of our Democratic caucus and our party,”
Bustos, who is white, said in a statement. Allison Jaslow,
an Iraq war veteran and long-time Bustos ally, resigned
as DCCC execulive director on Monday. Five other sen-
ior staffers also left, including communications director
Jared Smith, another long-time Bustos aide.

Bustos, who represents an lllinois congressional dis-
trict won by Republican President Donald Trump in
2016, said she would be “owning my mistakes and
learning from them,” pledging Lo work “lirelessly Lo
ensure that our staff is truly inclusive.” Jacqueline
Newman, who is Cuban-American, was named interim
executive director and will lead the search for a perma-
nent replacement in that job. Race has become a divi-
sive issue not only with Trump’s attacks on ethnic and
racial minority Democrats but also within the
Democratic Party as numerous candidates compete to
challenge Trump in the 2020 election.

Ukraine seizes
Russian tanker
over naval clash

KIEV: A Ukrainian court has ordered the seizure
of a Russian tanker stopped last week over its
alleged involvement in a Ukrainian-Russian naval
clash last year, the country’s chief military prose-
cutor said Tuesday. A court, in the southern city
of Odessa, ordered the seizure of the tanker
Nika Spirit on Monday, according to documents
posted by Anatoliy Matios on social media.

“The court seized the said vessel,” Matios
said. “We did it legally.” The Russian owner of
the seized lanker, the Altomar Shipping compa-
ny, told Russian news agency Interfax that its
managementl was “in contact with Ukrainian
authorities” to solve a “range of issues related to
the vessel”. Ukraine’s SBU security service said
last week it had stopped the Russian tanker,
previously known as the Neyma, when it
entered the port of Izmail in the southern
Odessa region.

Investigators scized documents on board and
questioned its 10 crew members. Moscow
responded by threatening Kiev with unspecified
“consequences”, although it later confirmed the
10 crew members had been released and
allowed to return to Russia. However Kiev kept
the tanker. Russian deputy foreign minister
Grigory Karasin told Kommersant FM radio sta-
tion on Tuesday that the boat was under private
ownership and the matter should be dealt with
by the courts. “We, of course, will follow this
closely,” he said.

In November, Russia opened fire on three
Ukrainian navy vessels as they tried to pass
through the Kerch Strait from the Black Sea to
the Sea of Azov. Ukraine says the Russian tanker
was used in that confrontation, the most danger-
ous open clash between the two countries in
recent years. According to the SBU, the Neyma
had changed its name painted on the hull to
“conceal its involvement in the act of aggres-
sion”. Moscow also captured 24 Ukrainian
sailors manning the vessels and plans Lo pul
them on trial, accusing them of violating its mar-
itime borders.

The International Tribunal for the Law of the
Sea, a UN-established organization overseeing
marilime dispules based in Hamburg, has urged
Russia to release the sailors and return them to
Ukraine. Russian President Vladimir Putin and
Ukraine’s new leader Volodymyr Zelensky dis-
cussed a possible prisoner swap during their
first phone call this month. The two former-
Soviet neighbors have been caught up in hostili-
ties since 2014, when Moscow annexed Crimea
and supported a separatist insurgency in east-
ern Ukraine. Some 13,000 people have been
killed in the war. —AFP

The DCCC has been consistently out-raising its
Republican counterpart, and in May hit a record-
breaking fundraising number for that month in a presi-
dential cycle off-year at $8.85 million. In addition, sev-
eral Republicans have announced in recent weeks that
they are reliring from the House. Democrals are
defending 41 House seats they took from Republicans
in 2018. Politico last week quoted Representative
Marcia Fudge, a former chairwoman of Lthe
Congressional Black Caucus, as saying il was “shock-
ing” that there was “not one person of color” in any
position of authority at the DCCC.

Trump denies racist strategy

Meanwhile, President Donald Trump has denied any
racist “stralegy” behind a string ol verbal attacks on
Alrican-Americans, but found
himsell being accused of hate
by a heckler at a high-profile
speech. “I have no strategy. |
have zero strategy,” Trump
told reporters at the White
House, when asked about his
recent tirades against black
and other non-white oppo-
nents, as well as the majorily

Trump of using “racist and xenophobic rhetoric.” And
in a rare interruption of a presidential speech, a Virginia
state lawmaker heckled Trump and held up a sign read-
ing “Deport hate” and “Go back to your corrupted
home.” Trump paused his speech while the man was led
away but did not say anything.

‘Least racist’

The president has shown little of that restraint over
the last two weeks, with a barrage of racially loaded
insults. Trump has laid repeatedly into four non-white
Democratic congresswomen, a respected African-
American Democratic lawmaker from Baltimore, as well
as veleran black civil rights activist Al Sharpton. That
pattern has prompled an oulpouring of criticism that
Trump is deliberately deepening racial divisions in a
pitch to his white, working-
class base ahead of his 2020
reelection bid. At the White
House, he told reporters: “I
am the least racist person

Trump

denounces  anywhere in the world.”

‘ ’ But he then claimed that

hOI'I'OI'S Of Sharpton is a racist and he
Slavery continued to lash out at

Baltimore, suggesling on

black city of Baltimore. “I'm
nol angry at anybody,” he said.

Earlier, Trump denounced
the “horrors” of slavery in a speech in Jamestown,
Virginia, celebrating the founding of the first local leg-
islature there by English colonists 400 years ago. In his
speech, Trump noted that along with the first settlers
came the first Alrican slaves, making Jamestown a sym-
bol not just of US democracy but of mass slavery. “We
remember every sacred soul who suffered the horrors
of slavery,” Trump said, calling this the “barbaric trade
in human lives.” Bul black Virginia slale lawmakers
boycolled the event, saying il had been “larnished” by
Trump. “It is impossible Lo ignore the emblem of hate
and disdain that the president represents,” the African-
American lawmakers said in a statement, accusing

Tuesday that violent crime
there is worse than in
Honduras, a country with one
of the world’s highest homicide rates outside a war
zone. “Baltimore happens to be about the worst case,”
Trump said in an interview with The Washington Post.
“If you look at it statistically, it’s like, the number of
shoolings, the number ol crimes, the number of every-
thing - this morning I heard a statistic, Baltimore is
worse than Honduras, okay?”

According to FBI data from 2017, the latest full-year
figures available, Baltimore had a per capita murder
rate of 55.8 per 100,000 population, which was less
than that of St Louis, Missouri. Honduras registered
41.2 homicides per 100,000 inhabitants in 2018, with
one of its cilies, San Pedro Sula, recording a murder

US President Donald Trump

rate ol more than 80 per 100,000, according to a
report last November by the Inter-American
Development Bank (IDB).

‘Venom for blacks’

The latest remarks came after Trump on the weekend
described Baltimore as a “rat and rodent infested mess”
unfit for humans and blamed this on Elijah Cummings,
the black Democrat who represents much of the city in
Congress. He then attacked Sharpton for coming to
Baltimore’s defense, tweeling that “Al is a con man” who
“Hates Whites & Cops!” Sharpton responded that
Trump is a bigot with “venom for blacks.”

Trump denied Tuesday that the controversy, which
breaks with all norms in Washinglon, has hurt him,
claiming instead thatl residents [rom Baltimore were
phoning en masse to thank him for calling out what he
says is the city’s disastrous leadership. “African-
American people have been calling the White House.
They have never been so happy for what our president
has done,” he said. The claimed flood of phone calls
could not be independently verified. However, opinion
polls show that support for Trump among black voters
nationwide is at rock bottom. —Agencies

Boris Johnson
visits N Ireland,
the heart of
Brexit battle

BELFAST: British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson yesterday visited Northern
Ireland, the key battleground in Brexit and
the focus of increasingly tense rhetoric on
both sides of the Irish Sea. He arrived in
Belfast on Tuesday amid warnings [rom
Irish leaders that his vow Lo leave the
European Union, with or without a deal,
risks breaking up the United Kingdom.
Those warnings continued yesterday. But
during meetings with the province’s main
political parties he reiterated his determi-
nation to split with the EU.

“The Prime Minister made clear that
the UK would be leaving the EU on
Octlober 31st come whal may,” a
Downing Street spokesperson said. After
meeling Johnson, Mary Lou McDonald,
the head of Republican Sinn Fein party,
said he had “set the compass for a disor-
derly and a crash Brexit,” meaning that
there had now to be the opportunity for
Northern Ireland to consider joining the
Republic. “We've made it clear to him
that the extensive planning that he tells
us he is carrying out in respect of a
crash Brexit has to include the constitu-
tional question,” she told the BBC.

Migrants raking
up the risks

in crossing
Mexico for the US

PALENQUE: He has negotiated dense
jungle and clung precariously with other
migrants lo a freight train, laking on the
combined might of two counlries’ ever
more rigid immigration authorities - but
Jose Contreras isn’t giving up his dream
of reaching the Uniled Slates. Like the
many migrants who set out daily for new
lives in America, the Honduran father-of-
four will not be deterred by the expand-
ing Mexican immigration crackdown
prompted by US pressure.

The journey northwards is becoming
ever more treacherous since Mexico
deployed thousands of troops to its bor-
der with Guatemala, which has also
signed a pact with Washington aimed at
keeping migrants out of the US.
Contreras, 31, left San Pedro Sula in
northwestern Honduras eight days ago
and paid $26 to be taken across 20 miles
of national park from El Naranjo in
Guatemala to the Mexican frontier.

The price jumped to $42 for the onward
40-mile trip to Tenosique, in Mexico,
where migrants can jump on the train
known as “La Bestia,” which means “the

The backstop

The Republic of Ireland shares a land
border with the province that both sides
want to keep free-flowing after Brexit,
both for economic reasons and to main-
tain the delicate peace deal that brought
an end to decades of violence between
the pro-Irish and pro-British communi-
ties. But post-Brexit, that border will
become part of the EU’s external frontier
and would legally require policing. The
agreement struck by Johnson’s predeces-
sor Theresa May proposed the so-called
“backstop” solution after Brexit.

But eurosceptics believe it gives the
EU too much control over the UK and
risks constitutionally distancing Northern
Ireland from Britain. If a trade deal cannot
be agreed by the end of 2020, under the
backstop the UK would remain aligned
with the EU customs union, while
Northern Ireland would additionally stay
aligned to some European single market
rules, in order to keep the Irish border
free-flowing. Neither London nor Brussels
can end the arrangement unilaterally.

A united Ireland?

On Tuesday, Johnson told Irish Prime
Minister Leo Varadkar that the “backstop”
plan was unacceptable, putting him at
odds with both Dublin and Brussels, which
insist the deal is not open for renegotia-
tlion. “If they really can’t do it then clearly
we have lo gel ready for a no-deal exil,”
Johnson said on a trip to Wales, adding:
“It's up to the EU: this is their call.”

Varadkar has said previously that

beasl.” Conlreras was among 50
Hondurans who boarded at 1:00 am to gel
to the tourist town of Palenque, known for
its stunning Mayan archeological sile.

“They Lell us there are lots of security
agenls who are going lo calch us and
that’s how they sow fear” Lo make migrants
pay more, Contreras said of the tactics
used by the “polleros” - people smugglers.
Those who don't have enough money are
faced with the choice of turning over their
valuables or being left behind. “Thal’s
where vou lose everything you brought:
rings, watch. You have to leave it all there,”
added the construction worker, lrying for a
fourth time Lo gel across so he can earn
enough money to support his wife and
children aged two to 10.

‘Be brave!’

La Bestia’s blazing headlights and the
screeching sound of metal on the tracks
break the humid dawn atmosphere in
Palenque. After climbing down from the
wagons, migrants walk alongside the rails
flanked by the seventh century city as the
red sky stretches out overhead. “Be
brave!” shouted one migrant with an
enthusiasm that provided a welcome
counterpoint to the tired faces around him,
weighed down by rucksacks and carrying
bottles of water. “We crossed rivers and
mounlains,” added Jose Ramon Fuenles.
“The aim is to get to the other side, God
willing,” said the 37-year-old father-of-
three, embarking on his first attempt to
reach the US in search of work.

LONDON: Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson (center left), accompanied b
Britain’s Home Secretary Priti Patel, (center right), speaks at the first meeting of
the National Policing Board at the Home Office yesterday. —AFP

Johnson’s plan to renegotiate the deal by
October 31 was “totally not in the real
world”. Leaving without a deal would
throw the border slatus inlo confusion
and threaten economic catastrophe for
Ireland, cutling it off from its UK main
trading partner. Varadkar said on Friday
that a no-deal Brexit would make the
unification of Northern Ireland and the
Republic of Ireland more likely.

“People who you might describe as
moderale nalionalists or moderale
Catholics who were more or less happy

with the status quo will look more
towards a united Ireland,” he said.
Northern Ireland is not the only part of
the United Kingdom whose status after
Brexil is under the spotlight. Johnson vis-
ited Scotland on Monday, where First
Minister Nicola Sturgeon said last week
that Scotland needed an “alternative
option” to his Brexit strategy. In Wales,
First Minister Mark Drakeford told him
that Brexit would be “catastrophic” and
to “stop playing fast and loose with our
country”. —AIP

PALENQUE: Aerial view of migrants on a train known as ‘The Beast’ in Palenque,
Chiapas state, Mexico. —AFP

“Many prefer to go deeper into the jun-
gle and the mountains to get here because
both the police and criminals will rob
them,” said Sister Maria Tello, director of
the Casa del Caminante refuge located
close to the Palenque train stop. Sister
Maria says she doesn’t know which routes
exaclly the migrants lake “but even if we
knew them, we wouldn’t divulge them
because that would put (the migrants) in
danger.” She said migrants arrive “badly
hurt and tired,” with viral diseases and
dehydrated due Lo the long routes through

inhospilable lerrain.

Mexico’s government insists that its
new migration measures are designed to
treal undocumented travelers with digni-
ty, looking after their integrity and human
rights. “Irom the moment they lake away
everything (the migrants) bring, that
doesn’t seem like good treatment to me,”
said Sister Maria scornfully. On Tuesday,
Mexican authorities freed a Honduran
family that had been kidnapped last week
in the southern Chiapas state that bor-
ders Guatemala. —AFP
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Fly buzzes Duterte as he
attacks Philippine priests

Philippines approves plan to build new Manila airport

MANILA: A fly that interrupted his speech was
working under the orders of priests, Philippine
President Rodrigo Duterte joked Tuesday, as he
launched a new verbal attack on the country’s influ-
enlial Catholic Church. The fly buzzed around
Duterte as he spoke at a school in Manila, landing on
his forehead and cheek and causing him to flap his
arms in a [ulile bid Lo swal away the pesky insect.

“I've had a fight with priests for a long time,” the
74-year-old strongman said without missing a beal.
“This fly is taking orders [rom them. It has been fol-
lowing me for some lime,” he added, drawing laughter
from the audience. Duterte later cursed the fly when
he missed flicking it with a finger as it landed on a
microphone. “Wait until I'm done with my speech. I
will smash you with the manuscript,” he said.

In dragons v tourists
fight, the Indonesian
villagers to lose out

BANGKOK: Thousands of residents of an island in cast-
ern Indonesia are resisting a government plan to relocate
them and close the island next year in a bid lo conserve
rare Komodo dragons. Last week, Indonesian authorities
said Lhe island of Komodo would be closed next year Lo
allow for the recovery of the reptiles and the Komodo
National Park, the only habitat for the world’s largest
lizard species. About 2,000 people would also be moved
off the island, and risk losing their homes and livelihoods,
said Gregorius Afioma, director of human rights group
Sunspirit for Justice and Peace.

“These are people who had already lost their land to
the park, and suffered as authorities prioritized tourism.
Now they will lose again,” he said yeslerday. “They have
not benefited much from the tourism boom, and with the
relocation they will be isolated even more, despite evi-
dence that local people help conservation efforts.”
Globally, there is a growing awareness - and backlash
against - the negative impacts of tourism, [rom environ-
mental damage Lo the destruction of neighborhoods as

Earlier, Duterte said the Catholic church’s dogma
was “simply not acceptable to my God-given com-
mon sense”. “I have a God. I just don’t wanl lo be
saddled with religions,” he said. The Philippine
president has a history of criticizing the Catholic
church, which counts some 80 percent of the
nation’s more than 100 million people as believers.
Last year he angered church leaders by taking aim
al the biblical version of man’s crealion, saying:
“Who is this stupid God?”

Church leaders have been critical of his policies,
including an anli-narcolics crackdown that has left
thousands dead. They also oppose his calls for bring-
ing back capital punishment. Tuesday’s fly incident
was not the first time an insect has ruined one of his
public engagements. In May, a cockroach crawled up

Poorer countries in Southeast Asia are particularly ill-
equipped to limit the “invisible burden” of overtourism,
according to a report earlier this year from The Travel
Foundation charity in Britain. Growing tourist numbers
forced authorities in Thailand last year to close a beach
made famous by the Leonardo DiCaprio film “The Beach”
to give its ecosystem time to recover. The Philippine holi-
day island of Boracay also shut for a clean-up last year
after the president raged it had become a “cesspool” and
warned of an environmental disaster.

But shutting down destinations is not the right approach
unless it is an ecological emergency, said Megan Epler
Wood, director of the International Sustainable Tourism
Initiative al Harvard Universily. “Relocalion of villagers is a
drastic acl,” she said. Instead, the system should be
revamped to “build local communities into the revenue
generalion process, and manage lourism flows,” she said
via email. Komodo National Park, a conservation area
between the islands of Sumbawa and Flores, drew more
than 176,000 tourists from across the world last year.

The park, a World Heritage Site, is home to more than
4,500 dragons which can grow to up to 3 metres in
length. It has seen a steady uptick in visitors as cruise
ships made stops and a nearby airport was upgraded.
Visitors have worsened pollution, damaged the ecosys-
tem and driven up land prices, forcing local residents to
abandon farming and make a living from selling souvenirs,
said Cypri Jehan Paju Dale, a researcher on Indonesia at

his shoulder and down the front of his shirt as he
spoke at a campaign rally ahead of congressional
elections. Duterte later joked that the bug belonged
to the opposition.

New Manila airport

In another development, the Philippines yesterday
approved a plan to build a new airport near Manila,
in a bid to ecase congestion with the capital’s existing
airport operating at full capacity. Philippine con-
glomerate San Miguel will build the airport in
Bulakan town, north of Manila Bay, that will feature
four parallel runways and serve 100-200 million pas-
sengers a year, a governmenl slalement said.

“This new international airport is important in
helping ease the congestion of the Ninoy Aquino

International Airport (in Manila),” Transportation
Secretary Arthur Tugade said in the stalement. San
Miguel, which was the only company to bid for the
project, will have to break ground on the $14 billion
project before the end of the year and open for busi-
ness no later than 2025, the statement said.

The company has said it plans to run the airport,
which would be the biggest infrastructure project
under President Rodrigo Dulerle’s government, after
oblaining a governmenl concession. The exisling
Manila airport, which has two runways, handled
nearly 260,000 flights and served 45 million passen-
gers lasl year, according lo ils websile. The
announcement came after the close of trade in
Manila. Shares in San Miguel rose 1.19 percent to
end at 178.00 pesos ($3.50). — Agencies

BANDA ACEH: Workers transfer yellowfin tuna from a ship into a waiting truck at a fishing port in Banda Aceh

local residents are priced out.

12 die, flooding
paralyses Karachi

KARACHI: At least 12 people were killed as
monsoon rains lashed Pakistan’s port city of
ICarachi, officials and charity groups confirmed
vesterday, while flooding also triggered power
outages and overwhelmed the metropolis’s
fragile infrastructure. Authorities said the
deaths occurred largely due lo electrocutions
caused by ill-maintained power lines even as
large segments of the city suffered hours-long
outages that lasted up to a day in some areas.
According Lo the Edhi Foundalion-which

Bern Universily— Reuters

oversees a vast rescue services operation in
Karachi-up to 15 people were killed during the
recent bout of flooding. However government
hospitals in the city said only 12 people had
died in recent days in flood-related incidents.
Outrage simmered in the city after a video
went viral on social media showing two chil-
dren who had been allegedly electrocuted by a
power line that had fallen into a puddle.

“The electricity company must be held
responsible for the children’s death as safety
and security is its responsibility,” said Faisal
Edhi, who heads the Edhi Foundation. Dr
Seemi Jamali-director of the state-run Jinnah
Postgraduate Medical University-confirmed
that nine people were “brought dead” to the
hospital because of electrocutions. Another

yesterday. — AFP

three bodies, including the children from the
video shared online, were taken to the city’s
Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, a doctor on duty at
the facility confirmed to AFP.

The megacity of some 20 million has been
inundated with heavy rains since Monday,
flooding residential areas and bringing large
swathes of Karachi’s perennially traffic-con-
gesled streets Lo a halt. “We are living without
electricity and water for the past three days
and no official rescue came,” said 24-year-old
resident Qaiser Khan. Hundreds have been
killed across South Asia this monsoon season
and lens of thousands displaced by the heavy
rains. While the annual rains are crucial to
replenishing water supplies in the impover-
ished region, they often turn deadly. — AFP

News TV blackouts in Pakistan draw fresh accusations

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani opposition parties have
accused Prime Minister Imran Khan of intimidat-
ing broadcaslers into a blackoul on television
coverage of his crilics, after several TV channels
were briefly taken off-air and opposition
protests and news conferences passed unreport-
ed. Khan denies censoring the media, describing
such accusations as “a joke” during a visit to
Washington this month, but relations with the
press and broadcasters have become increasing-
Iy strained since he Look office nearly a year ago.

Fuelling the criticism, as Khan headed back
from the Uniled Stales last Wednesday a news
conference by opposition leader Maryam
Nawaz, which would normally be carried live on
TV news slations, went unseen as broadcasters
held back from coverage. “Pakistan’s media is
facing the worst censorship,” Nawaz told the
news conference, which was broadcasl on
YouTube. “If any news channel tries to air our
presser or rallies, it is threatened to go off air.”

Media managers were reluctant lo comment
publicly when contacted by Reuters, but state-
ments from industry bodies have complained
about pressure on journalists and their employ-
ers. News groups have also been alarmed by
proposals to establish special courts to hear
cases relaling Lo the media. The All Pakistan
Newspapers Society (APNS) described the
proposal as institutionalized “arm-twisting”.

“The media is already braving strong pres-
sures in the form of press advices and measures
of intimidation from ruling quarters which are
tantamount to undeclared censorship,” it said.
Khan’s government dismisses the criticism and
says il is dealing with the consequences of
abuses by past administrations, who it says
used lucralive government adverlising business
Lo buy favorable coverage. His Pakistan Tehrik-
e-Insaf (PTI) party earlier this month posted a
series of lweels warning media houses and
journalists that they should not “end up propa-
galing (the) enemy’s stance” in crilicizing the
governmenl.

Turbulent relations
Pakistan’s press has had a turbulent relation-
ship with successive governments and the pow-

erful military over many years. Some in the
media complained of a severe crackdown in the
run up to the 2018 general election that saw
Khan's P11 party sweep to power. Writers and
bloggers say several cases of reporters being
abducted and beaten, critical columnists being
denied space, advertising business cut to media
houses and sackings of unfavorable TV com-
mentators have crealed a climate of fear and
self-censorship.

The military and government have denied
state agencies have been involved in any of
those incidents. They also reject opposition
accusalions thal the army colluded in bringing
the PTI to power. Nawaz’s PML-N party says it
is the main largel of a renewed crackdown,
which comes after it aired a video apparently
showing one of the judges who convicted party
founder and former Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif last year on corruption charges saying he
had been blackmailed to deliver a guilty verdicl.
The judge, who later denied the allegations, has
since been sacked. In recent weeks planned
interviews with party leader Maryam Nawaz,
Nawaz Sharif’s daughter, have been pulled
without explanation at the last minute, while her
voice has been repeatedly muted mysteriously
during interviews. Geo News TV, the country’s
biggest private broadcaster, has suffered a
series of problems since late July.

Coverage was abruptly suspended and its
position on cable dials dropped from a favor-
able place at the top of the list to a slot near the
bottom. Geo TV’s Managing Director Azhar
Abbas said the broadcaster had received no
warning or explanation and had not been noti-
fied of who had ordered the changes. “The clo-
sure is without any prior notice to the organiza-
lion by the regulatory authorily or the govern-
ment,” he said. “We have made fervent attempts
Lo reach out o ... the military media wing, but
officials there also deny any involvement.”

‘Big brother’

Three other TV channels, 24 News, AbbTakk
News and Capital TV, were shut down for one
day after they gave Maryam Nawaz live cover-
age carlier this month. “I was informed by man-

agemenl Lhal they received instructions this
couldn’t be carried,” said Najam Sethi, a 24
News anchor, who had scheduled an interview
wilh Maryam. “We, media owners and journal-
ists alike, are in a stale of siege. Pressure Lo
control, manipulate, plant, tilt, block and propa-
gale the news and analysis cycle comes [rom
overt and covert civil-military platforms. Big
brother isn’t just walching anymore. He is crack-
ing the whip and it’s painful.”

Ansar Naqvi, the station’s director program-
ming and current affairs, said Sethi was asked
not to conduct the interview in line with a
request from the country’s broadcasting regula-
Lor. “We have verbal instructions from the regu-
lator to ban Maryam’s coverage completely,” he
lold Reuters, adding that there was no wrillen
directive. Mohammad Tahir, spokesman for the
stale-run regulator Pakistan Electronic Media
Authorily (PEMRA), denied that it had issued
instructions to broadcasters not Lo run inter-
views. Asked who pulled the interviews, he told
Reuters: “We didn't.”

The government’s main spokesperson,
Firdous Aashiq Awan, told a meeting of
Pakistani newspaper editors in Karachi last
week that the PEMRA was an independent
body just doing its job. She did nol comment on
who was behind the blackouts. The Pakistan
Broadcast Association (PBA) has condemned
the shutdowns, while the US-based Committee
Lo Protect Journalists (CPJ) said the blockage of
Geo TV was “an unfortunate illustration of how
widespread censorship has become in
Pakistan”.

Journalists’ bodies in Pakistan have held
demonstrations nationwide. Reporters without
Borders said in a statement last week that
PEMRA, “lakes its lead from the military eslab-
lishment”. The military, which routinely denies
accusalions ol interfering in civilian malters,
said it would not respond to unspecified accu-
sations. In Washington, Khan dismissed con-
cerns about media freedom, saying it was [reer
than the media in Britain. “The criticism I have
received [rom my own press, unprecedented,”
he said. “So, to say that there are curbs on
Pakistan press is a joke.” — Reuter

KARACHI: Young boys wade and play among floodwaters during heavy monsoon rains in
Karachi yesterday. — AFP

Indian Muslim
‘instant divorce’

ban hailed

NEW DELHI: The Indian government
and women'’s groups hailed “historic”
legislation yesterday that criminalized
“instant divorce” for Muslims, but an
influential Islamic group said it would
launch a legal challenge. India’s upper
house passed a bill Tuesday banning
the centuries-old practice that allowed
men to separate from their wives by
saying “talaq” - or divorce - three
times. Husbands who use it now can be
jailed for up to three years or be fined.
Some Muslim women’s groups cele-
brated at events across India, which has
followed Pakistan, Bangladesh, Egypt
and the Uniled Arab Emirates in regu-
lating “triple talaq”.

Zakia Soman, a social activist who
launched a campaign against the prac-
tice nearly a decade ago, said the legis-
lation would serve as a delerrent against
the unjust treatment of women, some of
whom were divorced with a WhatsApp
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message or by phone. “This law is the
result of decades of injustice meted out
to Muslim women and the unsympathet-
ic attitude of the political class and cler-
gy,” Soman told AFP. The government
called the parliament vote “historic”. “An
archaic and medieval practice has finally
been confined to the dustbin of history,”
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said on
Twilter late Tuesday.

‘Medieval’ divorce banned

But other Muslim groups fought the
law and even the opposition Congress
Parly was againsl il, accusing Modi’s
right-wing Bharaliya Janala Party (BJP)
of targeting one minority group.
Zalaryab Jilani of the All India Muslim
Personal Law Board vowed yeslerday
to challenge the new legislation in court.
He said the action was part of a wider
campaign by Modi’s Hindu nationalist
parly to undermine religious [reedom.
“We are not surprised by the legislation
as it is part of their larger agenda to
change the country’s constitution and
snalch away the rights of minorities,”
Jilani, secrelary of the Muslim group,
told AFP. Jilani said a petition against
the law had nearly 50 million signato-
ries across India— AFP

NEW DELHI: Muslim women visit the Parliament house to watch the current session

from viewer’s gallery in New Delhi. — AFP
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Rivers have rights:
New strategy to
protect planet

nature’s turn, now. In a growing global movement,

environmentalists are trying a new legal route to
protect the planel - vesling rivers, reels and threal-
ened habitats with “rights of nature” that override the
long-held human right to harm. Supporters say they
are starting to notch victories and see momentum
growing, particularly as the rising effects of climate
change spur an openness to untried strategies. Critics
call the efforts unwieldy, ineffective - or illegal.

Take Toledo, a lake city in the US Midwest whose
citizens have worried about the quality of their water
since loxic algae seeped [rom Lake Erie into the city’s
system five years ago. Stymied residents - fed up with
a lack of action - took matters into their own hands this
year and voted to give their local water source, the
massive Lake Erie, rights to stay clean. “IUs about say-
ing Lake Erie has a legal right to exist, and that’s a right
that we get to defend,” said resident Markie Miller.

Miller said the 2014 algae outbreak in the world’s
11th-biggest lake left half a million people with no safe
water over three stifling summer days. And it turned
oul that similar outbreaks had gone unchecked for
years, a product of agricultural runoff, she said. “That
bothered me - we’ve been watching and tracking this
problem but not doing anything,” Miller told the
Thomson Reuters Foundation by phone. “We should
be considering the whole health of the ecosystem, not
just the burden on people.”

Officials did little, she said, but organizers had
heard about an idea that eventually went before voters:
Recognising Lake Erie as a legal entity, on whose
behalf citizens could sue. “We're working in a system
that isn't designed to allow us to win - it's designed to
regulate and allow harm,” she said. “So the idea behind
all of this was that we wanted to change the system.”

Ultimately, the Lake Erie Bill of Rights, which 61
percent of voters approved in February, would amend
the Toledo city charter to state that Lake Erie had the
right to “exist, flourish, and naturally evolve” and to do
so [ree of violation. The effort received no support
from the city, Miller said, and has been tied up in legal
wrangling ever since.

Lawyers for local farmer Mark Drewes called it “an
unconstitutional and unlawful assault on the fundamen-
tal rights of family farms” that gave the people of
Toledo authority over nearly 5 million Ohio residents.
A spokesman for the Toledo mayor’s office declined to
comment, citing the ongoing litigation. Other Ohio
communities have since tried similar moves, but on July
17, state legislators outlawed all such action, saying:
“Nature or any ecosystem does not have standing to
participate in or bring an action in any court of com-
mon pleas.”

For some, human rights are not enough - it’s

‘Is it thriving?’

In Western law, the idea that nature has rights dates
to the 1970s, when legal scholar Christopher Stone
published a touchstone article that was cited in a
Supreme Court case. It lay largely dormant until this
past decade when the notion regained currency, in the
United States and beyond. “IUs certainly having an
effect internationally,” said Jay Pendergrass, a vice
president at the Environmental Law Institute, a
Washington think tank. “It’s accelerated in terms of the
countries and places that are saying this is an impor-
tant legal principle that they’re going to act on.”

Bolivia and Ecuador have model “rights of nature”
laws - the issue is even in the latter’s constitution. India
has recognized rights on the Ganges and Yamuna rivers,
while New Zealand has a similar agreement on the
‘Whanganui river. In July, Bangladesh recognized all rivers
in the country as having legal rights. Advocates want to
use rights law to address some of the world’s worst cases
of environmental destruction - be it the decaying Great
Barrier Reef or the melting Himalayan glaciers.

Seven countries have “rights of nature” laws, said
Shannon Biggs, co-founder of the Global Alliance for
Rights of Nature, which runs ‘tribunals’ where judges
hear cases on fracking, indigenous land rights and
more. “Is that ecosystem regenerating itself? Is it
thriving? Those are the benchmarks,” she said of the
tribunal’s decisions. It also upends long-held ideas
about the rights that come with a land title. As Biggs
said: “Property ownership isn’t a permission slip to
destroy the ecosystem.”

‘hile the tribunals’ decisions are not binding,
Biggs points to a recent case that she said had
helped halt construction of a proposed highway
through the Bolivian rainforest. Proponents say word
is spreading far and wide, influencing distant courls
and guiding countries that lack their own laws. Mari
Margil, associate director at the Communily
Environmental Legal Defense Fund (CELDF) - a
player in several key pushes to win rights of nature -
pointed to a 2016 Colombian suit over the Amazon
as a case in point. — Reulers
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A fisherman casts his net in the waters of the Gulf of Guinea, outside Jamestown, the oldest fishing community in Acera, on July 21,2019. — AFP

Ghana grapples with illegal fishing

Ghana’s capital Accra for customers Lo buy the fresh-

est catch brought in by the brightly-colored dugout
canoes plying the coast. But she complains the local fisher-
men are now nelling less and less as a combination of ille-
gal techniques and unscrupulous trawlers have devastated
stocks. “It is spoiling our fishing,” she told AFP. “Many
times when they go they don’t get the fish.”

The fishing sector is crucially important to this West
African nation. It provides support for more than two mil-
lion people, up to 10 percent of the population, and the
produce it generates accounts for about 60 percent of the
protein in the dict of Ghanaians. Bul the figures are slar-
tling. United Nations data shows that production fell from
almost 420,000 tons in 1999 to 202,000 tons in 2014.

To blame are both the mainly Chinese-operated
boals trawling offshore and the damaging practices
employed by artisanal fishermen as they scramble to
make up for losses. Last month a report from Ghanaian
NGO Hen Mpoano and the European Environmental
Justice Foundation said the trawlers cost the country’s
economy some $50 million a vear. In a practice known
locally as “saiko”, they illegally target the staple catch
of local fishermen - including sardinella and mackerel -
and sell it to the communities on shore via middlemen.
The report estimated some 100,000 tons of fish were
scooped out of the water in this way in 2017, drastically

Fish vendor Mercy Allotey waits at the beachfront in

reducing employment opportunities for Ghanaians
reliant on fishing.

Fishing bans

Ghana is looking to crack down on saiko as well as ille-
gal practices employed by local fishermen including using
bright lights to attract fish, poisoning them with chemicals
or even lossing dynamile into the water. In a bid to replen-
ish stocks the government banned artisanal fishing for a
month from May to June and will forbid trawlers in August
and September. Bul even those in charge admil a lot more
needs to be done to rectify the situation.

“The big challenge is a complete understanding of the
system by policymakers and everybody down the line
down to the fisherman,” said Emmanuel Kwafo, who is in
charge of fisheries law enforcement at Ghana’s navy. He
said there needed to be a more fundamental shift in Ghana
from a mindset where illegal methods are seen as permissi-
ble to make ends meet. “When we do the right thing, we
rather enhance our chances of survival,” he said. Kwafo
was part of a major maritime conference held last week in
Accra that brought together naval chiefs from around West
Africa and abroad to discuss lackling issues including ille-
gal fishing and the scourge of piracy in the Gulf of Guinea.
Illegal fishing has a devastating cost on the region - the UN
estimates that nearly 40 percent of all fish caught in West
Alfrica are done so illegally, resulting in a loss of $2.3 billion.

‘Survival of Ghana’

Kamal-Deen Ali, director of the Accra-based Centre
for Maritime Law and Security Africa, does not hold back
when talking about the need to fix the fishing sector.
“Fisheries (are) linked Lo food securily, the national secu-
rity and the survival of Ghana as a country,” he told AFP.
He insists the first scourge to focus on is the saiko
trawlers. Bul he said existing laws also need Lo be
enforced for the local fishermen - with politicians often
pandering to their communities and turning a blind eye to
wrongdoing.

Few know the threats better than Nii Quaye, a former
fisherman who now works as a spokesman for the local
trade in the Accra district of James Town. Among his
duties is checking the catches coming in to ensure they
have not been caught using chemicals or dynamite. He
said that fishermen had nol seen an increase in stocks fol-
lowing the artisanal suspension, and that success will
come with law enforcement.

“When you arresl a person using chemicals or illegal
fishing if they go to jail maybe for three to six months,
when they arrest five people I think everything will be
stopped,” he said. But he fears that if nothing major is
done, then in a few years there may not be any fish left
to catch. “Everybody in James Town will be hungry
because there is no fish,” he said. “We are begging, so
(that) they stop it.” — AFP

Old woes
still haunt
Zimbabwe

angton Chiwocha chose Emmerson
I Mnangagwa among 23 candidates
in Zimbabwe’s presidential elections
a year ago. Today he says he deeply
regrets his choice. “We had high expecta-
tions as many promises were made, but
things have turned worse since the clec-
tions,” Chiwocha told AFP. “I wish I could
take back my vole, or maybe I shouldn’t
have bothered Lo vole al all.”
Mnangagwa, 76, who took over from
long-time autocrat Robert Mugabe, went
into the July 30 2018 eleclions vowing Lo
revive Zimbabwe's sickly economy, end
cash shortages, mend fences with former
weslern allies and lure [oreign investors.
Chiwocha, who holds a business studies
diploma from a college in the capital

Harare, says his hopes have been cruelly
dashed. “I graduated in 2012 and I have
not had a job. I thought after winning the
elections, Mnangagwa would fix the
economy and all who had qualifications
would get jobs.”

But within months of Mnangagwa’s
election, the ghosts of Zimbabwe’s eco-
nomic pasl returned: severe power
rationing and shortages of fuel, bread,
medicine and other basics. In June this
vear, the annual inflation rate hit a
decade-high 175 percent. Memories
revived of the terrifying hyperinflation
that reached 500 billion percent in 2009,
wiping out savings and wrecking the
economy. That episode ended when the
US dollar became the national currency,
replacing the Zimbabwean dollar, which
had been proudly introduced upon inde-
pendence in 1980.

Bul in June, Zimbabwe in theory ended
the use of greenbacks, replacing them
with “bond notes” and electronic RTGS
dollars, which would combine to become
a new Zimbabwe dollar, a currency that
has yet to be introduced in paper form.

Exodus

Zimbabweans say il is a nightmare o
get common documents such as pass-
ports, drivers’ license discs and vehicle
registration plates - the government is
too poor to import the materials to make
them. Over the past two decades, hun-
dreds of thousands of Zimbabweans
have fled abroad seeking work. Many
others are now seeking to join the exo-
dus as the economy withers. “We are
sitting in a vehicle whose wheels have
fallen off,” Derek Matyszak, a senior
researcher at a South African think tank,
the Institute of Security Studies, told
AFP. “Nothing is moving”.

“Mnangagwa was [ully aware that
Mugabe had left behind an economic dis-
aster. To get out of it required re-engage-
ment Lo attract investment from wealthy
countries, improved governance and
respect for human rights,” he said. Two
days after the election, at least six people
were killed when soldiers opened fire on
protesters demanding the results of the
ballot be published. In January, at least 17
people were shot dead and scores injured

as soldiers were ordered to crush nation-
wide protests triggered by a doubling of
fuel prices. “The events of August 1 last
year and January this year have sel back
the re-engagement effort and possibility
of a bailout,” Matyszak said.

Pessimism

Power is usually turned on between 10
pm (2000 GMT) and 5 am (0300 GMT) -
at other times, businesses are at a loss to
know whether they will get electricity.
“Factories and industries will not open for
the duration of the power cuts,” said
Matyszak. “That’s hours of production
lost. It means Zimbabweans are going to
sink deeper into the hole”.

Tony Hawkins, a professor at the
University of Zimbabwe’s School of
Economics, agreed. “Its very difficult to
be anything other than pessimistic and
negative at the moment,” he told AFP.
“Jobs are being lost and exports are being
lost. The fact is you are not going to get
the economy back on the rails without
some kind of accommodation with the
main opposition. — AFP

All articles appearing on this page are the
personal opinion of the writers. Kuwait
Times takes no responsibility for views
expressed therein.

DR Congo makes
new push to fight
Ebola epidemic

n Ebola epidemic raging in eastern DR Congo
Amarks its first year today in a mood of fear mingled

with hope that fresh money and a change of leader-
ship will turn the tide. So far, 1,790 people have died of the
dreaded haemorrhagic virus since the first cases were
recorded on Aug 1 last year. It is the second highest death
toll from an outbreak in Ebola’s history, and the mortality
rate is high - two-thirds of patients have died, against a
historic average of 50 percent.

Despile a campaign backed by the United Nations and
international donors, doctors are struggling against an
epidemic spreading with the help of mistrust, superstition
and militia altacks. In Goma, the capital of North Kivu
province, the mood among many is frustration and despair.
“We are carrying out the guidelines, we respect the rules
(about daily handwashing and checking temperatures), but
what we want is for this epidemic to end quickly,” said
Jonas Shukuru, a motorcycle taxi boss. “The government
has to make tackling it a priorilty - we don’t want lo die
both from lack of security and this epidemic.”

“The authorities have to assess what's working in the
response against Ebola - a whole year has gone by,” said
John Banyene, a civil society leader. Fears are high that the
highly contagious virus will cross the Democratic Republic
of Congo’s porous borders. “Economic and human
exchanges are very intense,” the Central African
Republic’s health minister, Pierre Somse, warned last week.
“Our livestock farmers sell their cattle in DR Congo. Rebel

groups and poachers go back and forth across the border.
The risks are high.”

Money influx

The good news is that concerns about funding have
cased since the UN’s World Health Organization (WHO)
on July 17 declared the outbreak a “public health emer-
gency of international concern,” a rare designation only
used for the gravest epidemics. The World Bank has
already said it will contribute a further $300 million in
addition Lo $100 million it has already donaled. “Especially
in the last couple of weeks there is renewed commilment
to finance the shortages we were facing,” WHO chief
Tedros Ghebreyesus said in the Nigerian capital Abuja on
Salurday after holding lalks with DR Congo President
Felix Tshisekedi.

Beyond money, however, the anti-Ebola campaign faces
hefty challenges on the ground. Attacks on health workers
have had a devaslaling effecl. Fighting Ebola is a labor-
intensive operation - like a land war, it requires an army of
personnel. These workers provide hygiene advice or go
door-to-door to trace people who have been in contact
with Ebola patients. Clad in full-protection suits, they also
care for the sick and bury the dead. In a region where
many people survive on just a few dollars a day, their
recruilment has made them a target for jealousy and
extortion, somelimes lethally so. “They gel threalened,
including death threats,” a prevention worker hired by an
international organization told AFP. “People say, ‘You are
pocketing money from the fight against Ebola. Give me
$2,000 - il you don’t have $2,000, we'll shool you'.” Seven
health workers have been murdered and more than 50
have been seriously hurt, according to an unofficial tally.

Vaccine controversy
The Ebola campaign is undergoing a leadership change,
with Tshisckedi himself taking over the reins - a move that

A health worker wearing protective gear mixes water and chio-
rine in Goma yesterday.— AFP

caused Health Minister Oly Ilunga to quit. Tshisekedi’s
pointman in the crisis is Jean-Jacques Muyembe, an Ebola
veleran who was part of the team thal investigated the
very first known outbreak of Ebola in what was then Zaire,
in 1976. One of his first decisions will be to determine the
future of immunization strategy.

The outbreak is the first time that vaccines have been
used as a weapon against the virus. A vaccine by German
pharma giant Merck has already been administered to
nearly 170,000 people, especially frontline workers. The
WHO has recommended the introduction of a second
product made by healthcare company Johnson & Johnson,
which could be used for populations removed from the
epicentre, while saving limited stocks of the Merck vaccine
for the front lines. But the health ministry under Ilunga had
resisted such a move, citing the risks of introducing a new
product in communities where mistrust of Ebola respon-
ders is already high. — AFP
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Zain Group revenue soars 61% to
$2.7bn for first six months of 2019

13% to $321 million; 49.2 million customers served by 30 June 2019

Netl income rises

KUWAIT: Zain Group, a leading mobile inno-
vator with operations in eight markets across
the Middle East and Africa, announced its con-
solidated financial results for the six months to
30 June 2019. Zain served 49.2 million customers
al the end of the period, reflecling 4 percent
increase year-on-year (Y-o0-Y).

For the first six months of 2019 (HI), Zain
Group generaled consolidated revenue of KD
811 million ($2.7 billion), reflecting a growth of 61
percent Y-o-Y. EBITDA for H1 2019 reached KD
354 million ($1.17 billion), up 109 percent Y-o-Y,
reflecting an EBITDA margin of 44 percent. Net
income for HI 2019 reached KD 97.3 million
($321 million), up 13 percent Y-o-Y, reflecting
Earnings Per Share of 22 Fils ($0.07).

For H1 2019, foreign currency translation
impact, predominantly due lo the 43 percent
currency devaluation in Sudan from an average
of 26.5 in H1 2018 o 46.5 in HI 2019 (SDG /
USD), cost the Group USD 101 million in
Revenue, $44 million in EBITDA and $15 million
in net income.

In the second quarter of 2019 (Q2), Zain
Group generated consolidated revenue of KD
407 million ($1.34 billion), reflecting a growth
of 66 percent when compared to the same
period in the previous year. EBITDA for the
quarter reached KD 177 million ($582 million),
up 108 percent Y-o-Y, reflecting an EBITDA
margin of 43 percent. Net income for the quar-
ter amounted to KD 50 million ($165 million),
up 10 percent Y-0-Y, reflecling earnings per
share of 12 fils ($0.04).

For Q2 2019, foreign currency translation
impact, predominantly due to the 38 percent
currency devaluation in Sudan from an average
ol 28.1 in Q2 2018 to 45.6 in Q2 2019 (SDG
/USD), cost the company $46 million in
Revenue, $19 million in EBITDA and $6 million
in net income.

Key Operational Notes for H1 2019

1.'The consolidation of Zain Saudi Arabia (KSA)
into Zain Group that started in Q3 '18 resulted in
an additional $1.1 billion in revenue and $506
million in EBITDA during H1 2019.

2.Expansion of 4G LTE nelworks across key
markets and the launch of 5G commercial serv-
ices in Kuwait, coupled with numerous data
monetization initiatives saw Zain Group data
revenue grow 114 percent Y-0-Y, to represent
36 percent of the Group’s consolidated revenue.
The consolidation of Zain KSA was the primary
contributor to the data growth.

For Q2 2019, revenue growth 65%, EBITDA growth 106%, net income up 10%

e H1 2019 data revenue grew by 114%, representing 36% of Group revenue

e Chairman, Ahmed Al-Tahous: “The Board is focused on implementation of
strategic growth plans to increase shareholder value”

¢ \/ice-Chairman & Group CEO, Bader Al-Kharafi: “An exceptional six-months of
profitable growth across all key operations especially Kuwait, Saudi Arabia

and Irag”

3.The adoption of new accounting standard
IFRS 16 - ‘Lease’ from the beginning of 2019
resulted in a benefit to EBITDA of KD 37 million
($121 million), and an increase in nel income of
KD 3.2 million ($11 million)

Commenting on the results, Chairman of the
Board of Directors of Zain Group, Ahmed Al-
Tahous said, “The Group’s performance in the
first half of the year was very pleasing given the
numerous operational and competitive chal-
lenges we face in several key markets. The Board
is working closely with senior management in
maintaining our leadership position in many of
our markels and future-proofing the business by
investing heavily in our networks and secking
new opportunities in the digital space. We are
committed to the region’s economic and social
prosperity and are sincerely grateful for the
enabling environment created by the govern-
ments and regulatory authorities across our
footprint.”

Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi, Zain Vice-
Chairman and Group CEO commented, “The
first six months of 2019 were exceptional as we
recorded impressive Net Income and EBITDA
growth in all key operations, namely Kuwait,
Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Jordan and Bahrain. We also
continue to perform remarkably well in all key
financial indicators in local SDG currency terms
in Sudan, though this progress is negated by
currency devaluations. Overall, these robust set
of results reconfirm that our digital transforma-

Group Key Performance Indicators (KD and USD) for first six months (H1) of 2019

- -. _

Zain Vice-Chairman and Group CEO Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi

tion program, efficiency drive, and growth strat-
egy is on lrack in delivering the ambilious finan-
cial targets we have set in a bid to exceed all
expeclations from our stakeholders.”

Al-Kharali continued, “Zain Group’s financial
growth during the period in many key indicators
was underpinned primarily by the strategic con-
solidation of Zain KSA, combined with the Saudi
operalor’s impressive performance, which has
driven it to profitability for four consecutive
quarters. Zain KSA's markel capitaliza-
tion has more than doubled in the last 12
months, offering further testament of
investor confidence in the successful
implementation of the company’s turn-
around strategy and future roadmap.”

The Vice-Chairman and Group CEO
concluded, “The recent launch of 5G net-
works in Kuwail was a major milestone,
as it allows us to offer more innovative
and compelling services to our customers
in government, business, loT, and smart
cily seclors, bolstering the digital econo-
my in these areas. 5G technology will
create vast opportunities in the value
chain proposition in numerous industries
and will push the telecom sector to a new
and exciling phase ol growth. Zain is
mobilizing all its resources to capitalize
on this enormous opportunity in creating
shareholder value.”

Operational review of key markets for
the six months ended 30 June 2019

Kuwait: Maintaining its market lead-
ership, the flagship operation of Zain
Group saw its customer base serve 2.8
million in a very challenging period that

wilnessed improving Net Income for the
quarter. The Group’s most profitable
operation saw its HI 2019 Revenue reach
KD 165 million ($544 million), and net
income increase by 10 percent to reach
KD 44 million ($144 million). Zain
Kuwait's EBITDA amounted to KD 65
million ($213 million), an 18 percent
increase Y-o-Y, reflecting an EBITDA
margin of 39 percent. Data revenue grew
by 9 percent Y-o-Y, representing 37 per-
cent of total revenue.

Saudi Arabia: The operator contin-
ues Lo grow all its key financial metrics,
recording nel income for the last four
conseculive quarters. For HI 2019, Zain
IKSA generated revenue of SAR 4.2 bil-
lion ($1.1 billion), a 17 percent increase
compared to the same period in 2018.
EBITDA for HI 2019 amounted to SAR
1.9 billion ($506 million), up 60 percent
Y-o0-Y, reflecting an EBITDA margin of
46 percent. Net income for the period
soared to reach an unprecedented SAR
260 million ($69.2 million), reflecting a
significant turnaround on the HI 2018 net
loss of SAR 115 million ($30.6 million).
Dala revenue represents 44 percent of
total revenue and customers served
reached 8.3 million.

Total Managed Active Customers

49.2 million

Revenue

KD 811 million (USD 2.7 billion) up 61%

EBITDA

KD 354 million (USD 1.17 billion) up 109%

EBITDA Margin 44%

Net Income

KD 97.3 million (USD 321 million) up 13%

EPS

22 Fils

(USD 0.07)
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Iraq: Zain Iraq performed exceptionally well
in H1 2019 when compared to HI 2018 with rev-
enue reaching $522 million and EBITDA
reached $220 million, up 14 percent reflecting an
EBITDA margin of 42 percent. The operation
reported a nel income of $25 million for H1 2019,
up 39 percent on the $18 million profit recorded
for H1 2018. The operator added 600,000 cus-
tomers (up 4 percent Y-0-Y) lo reach 15.3 mil-
lion and wilnessed significant growth in data

Zain Group Chairman Ahmed Al-Tahous

Revenue, as well as profitable progress in the
enlerprise (B2B) segment.

Sudan: Despile the ongoing social and eco-
nomic issues in the country, the operator contin-
ues to perform well in local currency (SDG)
terms, as Revenue grew by 45 percent Y-o0-Y to
reach SDG 6.4 billion ($138 million, down 18
percent in USD terms) for HI 2019. EBITDA
increased by 36 percent to reach SDG 2.4 billion

Net Income

($52 million, down 23 percent in USD terms),
reflecting an EBITDA margin of 37 percent,
while net income increased by 31 percent to
reach SDG 900 million ($19 million, down 30
percent in USD terms). Data revenue formed 16
percent of total Revenue, with an impressive
growth of 31 percent (Y-0-Y) in SDG terms.
Zain Sudan saw its customer base expand 9 per-
cent to reach 15.1 million customers.

Jordan: Zain Jordan serves a customer base
of 3.7 million at the end of June 2019, maintain-
ing its markel leading position. Y-0-Y revenue
was stable at $240 million, with EBITDA up 17
percent to reach $113 million, reflecting a 47
percent EBITDA margin. Net Income increased
9 percent to $39 million in H1 2019. With the
continual expansion of 4G services across the
country, data revenue grew by 4 percent, repre-
senting 40 percent of total revenue.

Bahrain: Zain Bahrain generated revenue of
$81 million for the first six months of 2019. EBIT-
DA for HI 2019 increased by 41 percent to reach
$28 million, reflecting an EBITDA margin of 35
percent. Net Income amounted to $6.7 million,
reflecting a 9 percent increase Y-o-Y. Data rev-
enue represents 48 percent of overall revenue.

97

-

Million KD &S

Customers

H1 2019 results

zain.com

Million KD

+13% Growth

354

Million KD

Revenue

A Wonderful World
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Eurozone growth slows in Q2,
inflation cools in spur for ECB

A round of extra policy easing, including restarting QE on cards

BRUSSELS: Eurozone economic growth halved in the sec-
ond quarter and inflation slowed sharply in July, reinforc-
ing market expectations that the European Central Bank
will further ease monetary policy in September.

The European Union’s slatistics office said yesterday
that gross domestic product in the 19 countries sharing the
euro grew 0.2 percent quarter-on-quarter in the April-
June period, down from 0.4 percent in the previous three
months and returning to the anemic rates seen in the third
and fourth quarters of last year.

Inflation, which the ECB wants to keep below, but close
to, 2 percent, also slowed to 1.1 percent year-on-year in
July from 1.3 percent in June - the lowest reading in 17
months. “We expect the ECB to respond to this broad-
based economic weakness - which we think is likely to
continue - with a round of extra policy easing, including
restarting QE and culling rates,” said Daniele Anlonucci,
economist at Morgan Stanley.

Core inflation, which strips out volatile unprocessed
food and energy and which the ECB scrutinizes in policy
decisions, also fell to 1.1 percent in July from 1.3 percent in
June. The even more narrow measure excluding also alco-
hol and lobacco prices that many markel economists look
at was down to 0.9 percent from 1.1 percent, strengthening
the case for a package of ECB measures to support the
economy and faster inflation.

“The ECB more or less announced what it will do - cut-
ting rates, probably restarting QE and putting in place the
tiering system for the banks,” said Peter Vanden Houle,
chief economist at ING. “The big question is if all of this
will have much of an impact on both inflation and growth

German labor market
feels first chills
of slowdown

FRANKFURT AM MAIN: Germany’s largely resilient
labor market showed early effects of a gathering
slowdown in July, official data showed yesterday, as
authorities highlighted falling demand for new work-
ers and employment growth petering out. Federal
labor agency (BA) chiel Detlef Scheele said in a state-
ment that “companies’ demand for new emplovees fell
back slightly and employment continued rising, but
with less momentum than before”.

Seasonally-adjusted figures showed five percent of
people out of work this month, the same level as in
May and June. But in absolute terms-widely refer-
enced in public debate but less representative of
underlying trends-unemployment increased 0.1 per-
centage point month-on-month, to 5.0 percent or 2.3
million people out of work. Germany’s economy
returned to growth in the first six months after brush-
ing past a lechnical recession, defined as Lwo consec-
utive quarters of shrinkage, in late 2018.

A range of forecasts from government, the central
bank and organizations like the International
Monetary Fund point to sluggish economic expansion
between 0.5 and 1.0 percent this year. The vital
export-oriented manufacturing sector, including the
massive car industry, has suffered from uncertainty
over global trade conlflicts, the threat of a no-deal
Brexit and weakness in emerging markets. Strength in
services firms and resilient domestic demand have so
far kept the economy afloat as the mood clouded over
at producer companies.

“The outlook for the German economy has
become grimmer,” although “there is no reason to
panic,” ING economist Carsten Brzeski said. “Today’s
labor market data indicate that in the months ahead,
private consumption will no longer be the powerful
growth driver it used Lo be in recent years.”

Economist Martin Mueller of KfW public invest-
ment bank agreed that “if the recession in industry
intensifies and spreads to industry-related services,
this will lead to more layoffs.” “However, a serious
increase in the number of unemployed persons is
hardly to be expected, even il the downturn should
intensily,” he added.

The German economy has adapted in recent years
to preserve more jobs through downturns, Mueller
said. At the eurozone level, the European Central
Bank is pondering plunging interest rates further into
negalive lerritory and relaunching its “quantitative
casing” (QE) mass bond-buying scheme to reinvigo-
rate the 19-nation single currency bloc. — AFP

Ethiopia opens up
banking seclor to
diaspora, dual-nationals

ADDIS ABABA: Ethiopia’s parliament passed a bill yester-
day to open up the country’s financial seclor to an esli-
mated five million citizens living abroad or with dual
nationality, including allowing them to buy shares in local
banks and start lending businesses. The changes are part
of a raft of economic reforms initiated by Prime Minister
Abiy Ahmed when he came to power last year, partly
aimed at boosling the country’s foreign exchange reserves,
which had dropped precariously low.

“The law will enable the Ethiopian born diaspora to take
part in the economic growth of the country,” said Lemlem
Hadgo, chair of the Revenues, Budget and Finance
Committee of parliament. “It will also address the griev-
ances raised over the issue.” Ethiopia’s banking seclor,
which is closed to foreign investment and is still one of the
most Lightly state-controlled in Alfrica, is dominated by the
two oldest and most profitable institutions, Awash Bank and
Dashen. Dual-nationals living in the capital Addis Ababa
welcomed the reforms. “We can finally invest in the financial
sector,” said Addis Alemaychou, an Ethiopian-Canadian
businessman who returned to Addis years ago but has been
restricted in the sectors where he can invest. “The financial
seclor is one of the most lucrative and well managed, il’s a
safe investment outside real estate.” — Reuters

as we are starting to get to the limits. Now it’s up to gov-
ernments with more pro-active fiscal policy lo step in as
the ECB cannot do it alone.” The slower price growth
comes even though the unemployment rate fell to 7.5 per-
cent of the workforce, its lowest in 11 years, data showed.

Antonucci said the inflation and growth data, with
downside risks for both, provided clear grounds for the
ECB to push through a new package of measures as soon
as September. The ECB’s Governing Council holds its next
monetary policy meeting on Sept. 12.

“Tha’s likely to include a 10 basis point deposil rate cut
to -0.50 percent, plus an announcement or a strong hint
that the central bank will restart net asset purchases,” he
said. Economist Jack Allen Reynolds of consultancy
Capital Economics said the weak data would strengthen
the case of the ECB Lo announce “stimulus measures” at its
meeling in September.

Last week, the bank signalled that it could lower its
already negative interest rates even lower and bring back
its multi-billion-euro quantitative easing program. “But
while economic weakness had previously been concen-
trated in Germany and Italy, the national data available so
far show that the slowdown in Q2 was broad based,”
Reynolds said. Growth is also now softening in Irance,
Spain, Austria and Belgium, he warned. And even the
improved unemployment figure could mask underlying
economic weakness, he argued. “Surveys of firms’ hiring
intentions suggest that employment growth will lose pace,
while other surveys show that labor shorlages are easing.
So we doubt that wage growth will continue to acceler-
ate,” he said. — Agencies

Samsung profit
slumps more

than half as chip
market weakens

SEOUL: The world’s biggest smartphone and memory
chip maker Samsung Electronics yesterday reported sec-
ond-quarter net profits slumping by more than half in the
face of a weakening chip markel, and as a trade row builds
between Seoul and Tokyo. The flagship subsidiary of the
sprawling Samsung Group has enjoyed record profits in
recenl years despile a series of setbacks bul is now strug-
gling with chip prices falling as global supply increases.

Net profits in the three months to June were 5.18 trillion
won ($4.38 billion), Samsung Electronics said in a state-
ment, down 53 percent year-on-year. “The weakness and
price declines in the memory chip market persisted...
despite a limited recovery in demand,” it said.

In mobile phones, it achieved “stronger shipments on
new mass-market models but was overall weighed down
by slower sales of flagship models and increased market-
ing expenses”, it added.

The results come hours after Apple, one of Samsung’s
main rivals, delivered better-than-expected results as
growth from services helped offset weak iPhone sales.

The US firm has been shifting focus to digital content
and services as sales of its flagship device weaken. Facing
hardware challenges of its own, Samsung launched its top-
end S10 5G smartphone earlier this year after South Korea
won the global race to commercially launch the world’s
first nationwide 5G network.

But in April it was embarrassingly forced lo delay the
release of its new and hotly anticipated Galaxy Fold
phones after reviewers provided with early devices
reported screen problems within days of use. A simmering
dispute between South Korea and Japan, which has seen
Tokyo impose restrictions on chemical exports crucial to
the South’s world-leading chip and smartphone compa-
nies-is also expected to affect Samsung Electronics’ key
products. “The company is facing challenges from uncer-
Lainties not only in business areas but also from changes in
the global macroeconomic environment,” it said. Two of
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the chemicals and malerials targeted by Tokyo, hydrogen
fluoride gas and photoresists, are essential to making
memory chips, while the third, fluorinated polyimide, is
used for high-spec TV screens and smarlphone displays,
including folding models. In the second half, Samsung
Electronics said it “expects persistent uncertainties in the
memory business”, while “overall sluggish demand in the
broad smartphone market may limit upside potential” as
compelilion increases.

Q2 profits were ahead of expeclations, HMC
Investment Securities analyst Greg Roh told AFP, although
smartphone sales lagged behind consensus forecasts. He
expecled similar profits in the July-Seplember period
before sales pick up in the fourth quarter, but added: “One
big variable is the trade spat with Japan.”

Supply chains
The South Korean firm had spent nearly eight vears
developing the Fold as part of its strategy to propel
growth with groundbreaking gadgets. While the model
was nol the world’s first folding handsel, the smartphone

=
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SEOUL: A man walks past an advertisement for the Samsung Galaxy $10 5G smariphone in Seoul yesterday. —AFP

giant hoped it would help spark demand and potentially
revive a sector that has been struggling for new innova-
tlions. The firm carlier this month announced it has “made
improvements” to the device and would release it in
September, but analysts say its delivery is likely to be
affected by the Seoul-Tokyo trade dispute. “Because of
the volume of chemicals required within the semiconduc-
tor manufacturing process, it is unlikely that the major chip
suppliers will be able to find suitable quantities from sup-
pliers outside of Japan,” said Len Jelinek, executive direc-
tor of semiconductor research at IHS Markit.

Tokyo’s move has raised international concern about
the effect on global tech supply chains and the possibility
of price hikes for consumers worldwide. Samsung is by
far the biggest of the family-controlled conglomerates
that dominate business in the world’s 11th largest econo-
my, and it is crucial to South Korea’s economic health.
Operating profits plunged 56 percent to 6.6 trillion won
in the second quarter, the firm said, while sales fell four
percent to 56.13 trillion won. Samsung Electronics shares
closed down 2.6 percent. — AFP
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UK car investment tumbles
but consumers resilient

Britain’s car investment slumps over 70% on no-deal Brexit fears

LONDON: Investment in Britain’s car industry has slumped
due to fears about a disorderly no-deal Brexit, adding to
signs of a manufacturing downturn even as consumers stay
relatively resilient, surveys and company comments showed
yesterday.

Car makers see no deal as the worst possible option, the
country’s leading automotive lobby group said, while in the
wider manuflacluring segment a survey [rom the
Confederation of British Industry said optimism among small-
er British companies had tumbled to a three-year low in July.

Yet an indicator of consumer confidence from market
researcher GIK rose unexpectedly in July, while top execu-
tives [rom fashion retailer Next and banking group Lloyds
both said they had seen no negative Brexit impact on con-
sumers so far.

Britain’s new prime minister Boris Johnson has repeatedly
cautioned that if the EU refuses to renegoliate the Brexit
divorce deal agreed by his predecessor Theresa May he will
lead Britain out on Ocl. 31 withoul a deal. Sterling has fallen
more than three cents since Johnson was named as prime
minister just over a week ago. Many investors say a no-deal
Brexit would send shock waves through the world economy
and tip Britain’s economy into a recession.

In an indication of the hit from more than three years of
Brexit-related political crisis, investment in Britain’s car sector

fell more than 70 percent in the first half of the year, the
Sociely of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) said.
“The fear of no-deal is causing investors Lo sit on their
hands,” said Chiefl Executive Mike Hawes. “The worst out-
come would be no-deal. Thal's what they [ear, thal is why
they're not investing.”

Britain’s overwhelmingly foreign-owned car industry was
rebuilt from the 1980s by the likes of Japan's Nissan, Toyola
and Honda, which were encouraged by former Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher to use the country as a launch pad into
Europe. The SMMT said investment had fallen to 90 million
pounds ($110 million) in the first half of 2019, against 347.3
million in the same period in 2018 and 647.4 million a year
before.

Possible delays

Car makers have also spent at least 330 million pounds on
Brexit contingencies such as securing warehousing space
and stockpiling parts in order to mitigate the impact of possi-
ble delays to the movement of models and components at
ports. Supporters of a decisive Brexit say that while there
could be some short-term difficulties, the disruption of a no-
deal Brexit has been overplayed and that in the long term the
United Kingdom would thrive if it left the EU.

Leaving the EU was once far-fetched: Just two decades

URC achieves
24.45% growth
in revenues

for H1 2019

KUWAIT: United Real Estate Company.
IKS.C.P (URC), one of the leading real
estate developers in the MENA region,
announced its performance for the first half
of 2019, reporting growth in operating rev-
enues ol 24.45 percent as compared Lo the
same period of the previous year.
Revenues for the period were KD 54.5 mil-
lion as compared to KD 43.8 million during
the same period of the previous year.
During the second quarter of 2019, URC
revenues were KD 29.8 million as com-
pared to KD 23 million for the same period
in 2018, at a growth of 29.25 percent.

URC net profits were KD 2.4 million for
the first six months of 2019 as compared
Lo a net loss of KD 1.7 million for the same
period in 2018. Earnings per share were
2.25 fils for the first six months of 2019 as
compared to a loss per share of 1.58 fils for
the same period in 2018.

The increase in its net profits was due
Lo several faclors, mainly, the increase in
gross profit from operations, the decline
in provisions, partially set-ofl against a

US Q2 labor
costs gain
smallest in
1-1/2 years

WASHINGTON: US labor costs rose at
their slowest pace in 1-1/2 years in the
second quarter, the latest indication of
benign inflation that could allow the
Federal Reserve Lo cul interesl rales yes-
terday for the first time in a decade. The
Employment Cost Index, the broadest
measure of labor costs, increased 0.6
percent, the smallest gain since the fourth
quarter of 2017, the Labor Department
said yesterday. The ECI had increased 0.7
percent for two straight quarters.

In the 12 months through June, the ECI
rose 2.7 percent, slowing [rom a 2.8 per-
cent increase in the year through March.
Economists polled by Reuters had fore-
cast the ECI would rise 0.7 percent in the
April-June period.

The ECI is widely viewed by policy-
makers and economists as one of the bet-
ter measures of labor market slack. It is
also considered a belter prediclor of core
inflation. Labor costs picked up over 2018
as a lightening labor market pushed up
wage growth. The pace of increases has
since moderated somewhat. The report
came on the heels of data on Tuesday
showing a key measure ol inflation
increased 1.6 percent in the 12 months to
June, conlinuing a pallern of slow gains
that have seen it undershoot the Fed’s 2
percent target this year.

Tame inflation and slowing economic
growth are expected to encourage US
central bank officials to cut rates when
they conclude a two-day policy meeting
later yesterday. The economy, which is
cooling as the boost from last year’s $1.5
trillion tax cut package fades, is facing
headwinds from a bitter trade war
between the United States and China,
slowing global growth and Britain’s
potential disorderly departure from the
European Union. Prices of US
Treasuries were trading slightly higher
on Wednesday while the dollar was

Ahmad H Kasem

decline in the share of results of associat-
ed companies.

Commenting on these results, Ahmad
KKasem, Acling Chiel Executive Officer,
said: “These results reflect URC’s
improved business performance resulting
in an increase in revenues. Better control
over costs resulted in an increase in gross
profit margins and overall results were sig-
nificantly better in the first half of 2019 as
compared Lo the corresponding period of
the previous year. We are confident of
maintaining the growth momentum and
continue improvements in the performance
of URC’s operaling assels and streamline
our business activities to be in line with the
Company’s vision and strategies”.

largely unchanged againsl a baskel of
currencies as traders awaited the Fed’s
decision on rates. US stock index
futures were up.

Job gains

In the second quarter, wages and
salaries, which account for 70 percent of
employment costs, rose 0.7 percent after
rising by the same margin in the prior
period. Wages and salaries were up 2.9
percent in the 12 months through June,
matching the gain in the vear through
March. Privale seclor wages and salaries
rose 0.6 percent in the second quarter
after increasing 0.7 percent in the first
quarter. They were up 3.0 percent in the
12 months through June alter rising by the
same margin in the year through March.
State and local government wages and
salaries rose 0.5 percent after advancing
0.6 percent in the first quarter. Benefits
for all workers rose 0.5 percent in the
April-June quarter, slowing from the first
quarter’s 0.7 percent rise. The moderation
reflected a 0.4 percent decline in benefits
in the natural resources, construction and
maintenance industry.

Benelits in the manufacturing industry
rose only 0.5 percent after surging 0.9
percent in the first quarter. Overall, bene-
fits were up 2.3 percent in the 12 months
through June, the smallest gain since
March 2017, after rising 2.6 percent in the
year through March.

Separately vyesterday, the ADP
National Employment Report showed pri-
vate payrolls increased by 156,000 jobs
in July after rising 112,000 in June. The
ADP report, which is jointly developed by
Moody’s Analytics, has greatly understat-
ed the private payrolls component of the
government’s employment report in each
of the last two months.

Economists polled by Reuters are
looking for nonfarm employment to have
increased by 162,000 jobs in July after
surging by 224,000 in June. Job gains
averaged 172,000 per month in the first
hall of this year, below the 223,000
monthly average in 2018.

The pace of job gains, however,
remains above the roughly 100,000 per
month needed to keep up with growth in
the working-age population. The unem-
ployment rate is expected to have held
steady at 3.7 percent in July. —Reuters

AUB congratulates

another winner
of Al-Hassad draw
for KD 100,000

KUWAIT: Ahli United Bank announced on

the 31th of July 2019 the KD

of its monthly draw ol Al-

accounl as Hussain Sayed

AlHilal Takaful B.S.C. (Closed)

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

At 31 December 2018

ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalenis

Shaort term Deposits
Statutory deposils

Armnount due from participants
Deferred acquisition cosls
Property and equipment

Other assels
TOTAL ASSETS

LIABILITIES AND BRANCH'S EQUITY

Liabllities

Uneamead wakala fees

Othear liabilities
Total linbilities

Branch's equity
Head office accournt

Foreign currency transiation reserve 02 ]
Total Branch's equity

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND BRANCH'S

EQUITY

STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME

Year ended 31 December 2018

Revenues

Imcome from shor-tamm deposits

Wakgla fees
Other income
Manageman lees
Total revenues
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ago, British leaders were arguing about when to join the euro.
Now, British government policy is to leave, “do or die” in
Johnson’s words, on Oct. 31. If it leaves without a deal, Britain
would quit the EU’s 500 million-strong single market and
customs union overnight, falling back on World Trade
Organization rules that could mean many import and export
Lariffs. There would be no transition.

Three years of polilical squabbling over Brexit has left
allies and investors puzzled by a country that for decades
seemed a confident pillar of Western economic and political
stability. That has made investment in the United Kingdom a
hard sell in boardrooms [rom Tokyo Lo New York.

Still, full-year auto investment, based on new publicly
announced decisions on fresh spending, will be boosted by a
roughly 1 billion pound move by Jaguar Land Rover (part of
Tata Molors) to make electric cars in Britain. And the British
consumer is relatively buoyant, according Lo Next, whose
CEO Simon Wolfson said he had seen no evidence of spend-
ing being hit by worries over Brexit.

“The encouraging thing is the government is now serious-
Iv preparing for no deal,” Wolfson, a Conservative member of
Britain’s upper house of parliament, told Reuters. “If the
country is well prepared and we still have [ree flow ol goods
through our ports ... then I can't see any reason why there
should be any major impact on the consumer,” Wolfson said.

sands of lucky winners.

On the occasion Ahli United Bank congral-
ulate its winning customers, and commented
that there are many chances to win waiting
for our customers. Al-Hassad Islamic Account
presents 21 weekly prizes comprised of a
grand prize of KD 10,000, 20 prizes of KD
1,000 cach in addition the monthly draw Lo

100,000 winner
Hassad Islamic
Behbehani. Al-
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Hassad Islamic account which has over 850
prizes, over a 12 month period and is the very
first draw account in Islamic banking in
Kuwait that has reshaped the lives of thou-
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LONDON: Britain’s carmakers, fearful of a chaotic no-deal Brexit
and global economic turmoil, are slamming the brakes on
investment, the nation’s automotive industry warned yesterday.

Banking group Lloyds also said it had seen little impact on
consumers so far. GfI(’s indicator of consumer confidence
rose unexpectedly in July to -11 from -13 in June, beating
forecasts in a Reuters poll but broadly in line with its range
this year. “Consumers have generally been less affected by
Brexit uncertainties than business,” GIK executive Joe Staton
said. “However, the coming months to the Oct. 31 departure
date will test the strength of this confidence.” —Reuters

win a prize of KD 100,000. In addition, Al-
Hassad Islamic Account presents also 4 quar-
terly mega prizes ol KD 250,000 that will
help the lucky winners achieve their dreams
and aspirations.

One powerful new aspect of the Al-Hassad
Islamic Account is the prize draws on the holy
occasion of both Eid Al-Fitr and Eid Al-Adha,
when the winning customers will receive the
Eid prizes of KD 100,000 each. May the Eid
always bring prosperity and blessings to the
Islamic nation.

.¥.-:."
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NBK launches family banking services,
the first of its kind in the Middle East

New services provide exceptional benefits for parents and children

KUWAIT: Continuously launching new products and
services that cater to its customers’ needs, National
Bank of Kuwail (NBK) introduced the Family
Banking Services, the first of its kind in the Middle
East. The Family Banking Services enable Premium
Banking Customers: Privilege and Thahabi Package
holders to share the exclusive products, services and
benefits they receive with their family.

Every family member can enjoy the personal
altention and a wide range of financial products
designed Lo meel their banking needs. Announcing
the new product, Mohammed Akram Hashim, Head of
Segments, Consumer Banking Group, National Bank
of Kuwait, said: “NBK is committed to providing cus-
tomers with products and services that are tailored
Lo their needs while ensuring they receive the best
banking experience. We designed the Family Banking
Services Lo offer exceptional features that benefit
parents and their children as well.”

Hashim added: “We promise our customers to
continue offering them innovative services that

Warba Bank to
hold Al-Sunbula

weekly draw

KUWAIT: Warba Bank, “the Best investment Bank”
and “Best Corporate Bank” in Kuwait, will be organiz-
ing its weekly Sunbula draw number 29 today at 11 am
in presence of a representative from the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry and the Bank officials. Al-
Sunbula both account and fixed deposits are the per-
fect choices for customers who wish Lo save money
and achieve steady returns while al the same lime
gain the opportunity to win prizes throughout the
year. In line with the bank’s mission to develop and
differentiate its offerings, Warba Bank has enhanced

align with their lifestyle and enhance their banking
experience.”

Hashim confirmed that the new product gives the
entire family the opportunity to enjoy an internation-
al banking experience that has long distinguished
NBK services. The Bank is proud of its large network
of local and international branches with more than
150 branches and subsidiaries in four continents
around the world, covering the United States,
Europe, Gulf States, the Middle East, China and
Singapore.

Through Family Banking Services, NBK offers cus-

tomers a wide range of exclusive services that include:

e Flexible crileria for family members Lo join
Privilege and Thahabi Packages and benefit from the
Premium Banking Services

@ l'ree Premium Banking Credit Cards for the first
year for family members

® [ree access to the airport lounge for families
with NBK Visa Signature Credit Card

AUB offers discounts
up to 25% at Atlantis

The Palm in tie-up
with MasterCard

KUWAIT: Ahli United Bank has announced the launch
of its latest premium offers for enjoying thrilling sum-
mer vacations with the lamily, in cooperation with
MasterCard at all around Atlantis The Palm resort, one
ol the most famous and luxurious resorts in Dubai. This
olfer is valid tll October 22nd 2019. Bank’s Customers;
holders ol MasterCard credil cards can enjoy discounts
up to 25 percent on accommodation at Atlantis The
Palm Dubai resort during the offer validity period.

® Reduced fees on W W w =
specific NBK Products .« —= i
and Services such as . TR

credit cards, prepaid and __ % )
multicurrency prepaid T
cards, as well as safety = .
deposit boxes and more :

® Luxurious concierge = .
service to meet the fami-
ly’s lifestyle.

NBK provides its
banking services to cus-
tomers worldwide, thanks
to its large network which
covers four continents. Mohammed Akram
The Bank is present in Hashim
leading financial centers
including Geneva, London, New York, Paris,
Shanghai and Singapore, as well as regionally in
Bahrain, Egypt, Jordan, Iraq, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia,
Turkey and UAE.

On this occasion, Ranjan Sen, General Manager,
Retail Banking at AUB said: “This offer is part of the
ongoing cooperation between Ahli United Bank and
MasterCard aimed at launching innovative and distinct
campaigns that meet customers’ aspiration, calling
upon the Bank’s esteemed customers to benefit from
this special offer for summer and enjoy a wonderful
breathtaking trip to Atlantis The Palm Dubai.

Sen added: “This offer is a new addition to the
rewards program we present to our customers to pro-
vide more unique features to our customers in the
future.” All customers holder of the Bank cards (credit,
prepaid and ATM cards) are qualified to avail this offer,
who can book their accommodation via Atlantis the
Palm website.

It is worth mentioning that Ahli United Bank has
been able through these special offers and discounts to
its customers lo achieve greal success in mainlaining
the trust and loyalty of its customers. Additionally, these
offers and discounts have a role in encouraging the

Share the Exclusive
Banking Benefits
With Your Family

Bank’s customers lo use their banking cards instead of
cash to book hotels, which promotes using the Bank’s
credil cards locally and internationally.

its Sunbula campaign for 2019 with more cash and
prizes reaching more than KD 1 million.

In the running campaign, Warba Bank continued its
weekly draws for 5 winners of KD 1,000 each
throughout the year, yel introduce the “Mega Draws”
that take place on a quarterly basis Lo reveal five win-
ners, the first winner gets KD 100,000 in cash! The
four winners thereafter will each gel the latest 2019
Land Cruiser 5.7 VXR. And more, as the last Mega
Draw will give away 2 more Land Cruisers!

As per the winning chances, each customer will be
participating in the draw for each KD 10 in the
Sunbula Account. It is also worth noting that the
Sunbula Fixed Deposil rewards its investor with both
high expected returns, reaching up to 3.5 percent, as
well as winning chances. And such investors have full
flexibility in choosing the desired tenure and the profit
distribution method.

EQUATE

announces
financial results

for Q2 2019

KUWAIT: The EQUATE Group, a global
producer of pelrochemicals, yesterday
announced its Q2 2019 unaudited earn-
ings, reporting $231 million in EBITDA, a
59 percent decrease from $570 million in
02 2018, and $822 million in revenue, a 35
percent decrease from $1,264 million in

Q2 2018. Nel income after tax stood al
$126 million in Q2 2019, a 71 percent
decrease from $427 million in the same
period last year.

Commenting on the results, Dr Ramesh
Ramachandran, CEO and President of the
EQUATE Group, said: “Our earnings have
been alfected by a sudden and strong
decrease in ethylene glycol prices, driven
by a continued uncertainty of tariffs,
volatility in global markets as well as some
new capacity that came on line. However,
EQUATE's assels across the globe are all
based on ethane feedstock, providing us
with a competitive advantage. EQUATE will
conlinue lo mainlain focus on safely and
operational excellence as this challenging
pricing environment continues.”

The EQUATE Group is a global pro-
ducer of petrochemicals and the world’s
second largest producer of ethylene glycol
(EG). The Group owns and operales
industrial complexes in Kuwait, North
America and Europe that annually pro-
duce over 6 million tons of ethylene, EG,
polyethylene (PE), polyethylene tereph-
thalate (PET), styrene monomer (SM),
paraxylene (PX), heavy aromatics (HA)
and benzene (BZ). The EQUATE Group
includes EQUATE  Petrochemical
Company (EQUATE), The Kuwait Olefins

Company (TKOC), as well as a number of

subsidiaries such as MEGlobal and
Equipolymers. Their products are markel-
ed throughout Asia, the Americas, Europe,
the Middle East and Africa.

g | ..
UATE

‘r

elaill 59 LS, n
Partners in Success

Furthermore, Warba Bank is leveraging on its
Customer Onboarding solution, in line with its ambi-
lious five-year stralegy that enables non-Warba Bank
customers Lo request the opening of Al-Sunbula
account in a simple electronic manner without having
to visit the branch, through 5 simple steps in 5 min-
utes. New customers will be able to request opening
the account at anylime, anywhere, through the new
and unique electronic system used Lo implement this
service. Representatives will then contact the cus-
tomer to determine the appropriate time to visit the
branch to get required signatures, verify the cus-
tomer’s identity, deliver his/her debit card, and acti-
vate the account.

Burgan Bank’s
customers offered

10% discount from
sports brand ASICS

For sports and fashion enthusiasts

KUWAIT: Bringing ils customers closer Lo the best brands
around the world, Burgan Bank announced its latest offer
on “ASICS”, the popular footwear and sports equipment
brand. Burgan Bank’s customers can now enjoy a 10 per-
cent discount from “ASICS” through its long-standing
partnership with Ali Abdulwahab Al Mutawa Commercial
Co, the official retailer of “ASICS” brand and one of the
oldest, largest and most successful retail and distribution
companies in Kuwait.

Burgan Bank customers can avail the discounted offer
by using any of Burgan Bank credit or debit cards. To
know more about Burgan Bank’s latest offers, or any of
its products and services, customers can visit any of the
Burgan Bank’s branches or Burgan Banks Instagram
page on @BurganBankKuwait

VIVA announces ‘Al-Neira’ Q1 draw winners

VIVA dutagall Sul=idl 85yl

ksl maa jelga i B jasis
Ten Thassnd Dollars Only

W )

KUWAIT: VIVA, Kuwail’s [aslesl-growing and most
developed telecom operator, announced the winners of
the first quarter of ‘Al-Neira’ draw, which applies to
both VIVA Postpaid and Prepaid customers. Customers
earn 1 chance for every KD 1 they spend, increasing
their chances to win every time they spend. The names

Increasingly cautious
global funds build

cash buffer; cut equities

LONDON: “More caulion” was the mantra of global
fund managers in July, with recommended equity alloca-
tions cut o the lowest since early 2017 and suggested
cash holdings increased to the highest in five months, a
Reuters poll showed. With no respite from trade Lariffs,
fund managers remain worried about the global econo-
my despile many major central banks shifting towards
policy easing, which has pushed Wall Street stocks to
record highs this month.

While falling bond yields have not yet unnerved Wall
Street or international stock markets, fund managers rec-
ommended a cut in global equity allocations to an aver-
age 45.7 percent of the model global portfolio.
Recommended allocations al the beginning of 2019 to
global equilies, al an average 48.5 percent, were the
highest in a year but have been cut gradually. July’s was
the lowest since March 2017. “Some near-term caution

CPTHL PRI e B[R P T

va, W WINe, WNGe, W, ETTRT T
ra——
ar
AR 4 W, m ¥ Wihvis, B a Tt W,
=
i
7
" " ‘
Vivia s @ o A WA
WIVA Byl rallei A5l
e, W o WA
UI\ § ik 5 ala 1 I
e e poaaT 10,000
¢+ 10,000 l . — . o
WA, L ¥ ek i :
Viva # e 8 £
i L WA, W A - WA

of the winners were as follows: Eddie Clipayan,
Mamdouh Ahmad Hasan Aldeyasti, Najal Dekheel
Thani Alsaeedi and Taha Abdul Rahuman.

With a grand total of more than $ 300,000 to give
away, VIVA gives its customers a wonderful opportuni-
ty to win 4 amazing cash prizes quarterly of § 10,000

loward stocks is warranted given the strong gains in the
first half combined with a slowing global economy,
renewed trade tensions and stalled corporate profits
growth,” said Alan Gayle, president of Via Nova
Investment Management.

“Moreover the lack of markel participation outside of
the large-cap S&P 500 highlights the challenge.”

A separate Reuters survey of over 500 economists
showed concerns a global economic growth rut is at risk
of deepening as trade lensions between the United
States and its trading partners were likely to intensify
this year. There is no evidence of a resolution to deep
differences between the U.S. and China in their year-
long trade war, marked by tit-for-tat tariffs. U.S.
President Donald Trump on Tuesday warned China
against delaying a deal as a new round of talks gol
underway in Shanghai.

Pessimism
Increasing pessimism was also clear in the July 16-30
Reuters poll of nearly 40 fund managers and chief
investment officers in Europe, the United Slates, Britain
and Japan. Suggested allocations to cash were increased
to 6.5 percent from 6.1 percent in June. That was below a

cach for three quarters, and a mega prize of $ 200,000
al the final draw. Customers are able to accumulate
wining chances upon any VIVA transaction through
Direct Debit, VIVA website, VIVA Kiosks, VIVA App
or by calling 102. Customers can enter the Draw by
sending 300 to 567 as SMS for Iree.

near four-year high of 7.2 percent set in February when
managers ramped up cash holdings.

But despite widespread expectations most major cen-
tral banks have started - or will do so soon - on the path
of easing, funds cut their recommended bond holdings to
40.9 percent in July from 41.3 percent the previous
month. “We increase the allocation to cash and reduce
the exposure to fixed-income ... amid the very high
expeclations from central banks and the very low level of
interest rates,” said Filippo Casagrande, head of invest-
ments al Generali Investments Partners. When asked
where [und managers saw the most risk, the ongoing
trade war was the top pick. But a majority of respon-
dents expected monelary policy easing Lo be the biggest
opportunity to seek solid returns in equities, at least,
provided central banks do not make a sudden shift away
from current expectations.

“The markets are currently responding to the tones of
central banks, which led by the Federal Reserve are all in a
very dovish mood looking to offset the potential slow-
down from trade wars,” said John Husselbee, head of mul-
ti-asset at Liontrust in London. “Any central bank mood
swing could spell trouble for markets as well as any signs
of faltering or expansion of the trade talks.” —Reuters



Spoil y()r little

Huwait=L= Cimes

Established 1961

15

ones at Symphony

Thursday, August 1, 2019

Style Kuwait’s unique kids’ club

ummer is here, and schools are olf,

which means its holiday lime. For fami-

lies seeking a relaxed escape location
wilh fun enlertainment activities for kids,
Symphony Style Kuwail, A Radisson
Collection Hotel, presents as the ultimate
family deslinalion in Kuwail. We, al
Symphony Style Hotel, love treating all chil-
dren and teens to an age-appropriate toys
and videos games. So, kids are guaranteed o
enjoy an exciting experience at Symphony
Kids Club.

FFurthermore, after the greal success of the
kids’ club, the hotel has enhanced its [acilities
to include the Teens Hub, an exclusive space
for teenage guests, and a parly room for
memorable children’s parties. Inspired by

Symphony Kids’ Club position as an enter-
tainment destination and located on the 3rd
floor, the Teens Hub is a dynamic enlerlain-
menl zone exclusively for leenage boys and
girls. The kids will be spoiled with the latest
video games for Wii and PlaySlation and the
Interactive Magic Motion virtual reality
experience or simply have a special birthday
celebration that is filled with action and
excitement.

Do not look further when you start plan-
ning for your kid’s birthday party and family
celebrations, our Party Room with its func-
tional indoor space is the ideal place. It pro-
vides special parly packages that can be tai-
lored to every child’s needs and requirements.
Symphony Style Kuwailt’s expert staff will be

available on end to ensure a memorable occa-
sion, whether they are hosting little super-
heroes, mini princes and princesses or little
wild animals.

The Symphony Kids’ Club offers a 500
sqm multipurpose play area, a dedicated cin-
ema, library, dining and sleeping area. Young
guests are under the constant supervision of
our trained staff, ensuring peace of mind for
parents and an exciting adventure for chil-
dren. Symphony Style Kuwait is committed to
ensuring memorable experiences for all
guests. The addition of the Teens Hub and
Party Room emphasize how much the hotel
values voung guests and demonstrates why it
was named the Best Luxury Family Hotel in
Kuwait.

Memorial mass for
Anthony Fernandes

Month’s Mind Eucharistic Celebration for the
Adeparted soul of Martin Anthony ‘“Tony” Fernandes

(Kuwail/Borivile/Marcela Goa) will be held on
August 5, at 6:30pm at the Holy Family Cathedral in
Kuwait City. Tony was a man of great will-power, compas-
sion and a loyal son, faithful husband, a devoted father of
seven children and a hardworking businessman.

He was truly a Goan legend in Kuwait, a country he
called home for over 50 years belore reliring back Lo his
beloved IC Colony in Mumbai. His community and charita-
ble services Lo the country, church and the community will
echo in elernily and will always be remembered [ondly.
This memorial mass is offered by his children Simona,
Vilelle, Youla, Vinila, Valencia, Abigail and Shane along
with his son-in-laws, daughter-in-law and his grandchil-
dren. Family, [riends and loved ones are all inviled Lo
attend the service.

Strawberry Shortcake

Ingredients
2 hard-boiled egg yolks, cooled
1 cup all-purpose flour
3 tablespoons semolina flour or fine-grind cornmeal
1 tablespoon baking powder
1/4 leaspoon salt
3 tablespoons granulated sugar
6 tablespoons chilled unsalted butter, cut into pieces
plus 2 tablespoons heavy cream
Sanding or granulated sugar (for sprinkling)
11/2 pounds strawberries (about 1 quart), hulled,
halved, quartered if large
1/4 cup granulated sugar
1 teaspoon finely grated lemon zest
Salt
2 teaspoons fresh lemon juice, divided
1 cup heavy cream
2 tablespoons powdered sugar
1/2 vanilla bean, halved lengthwise

Preparation

Pulse egg volks, both flours, baking powder, salt,
and granulated sugar in a food processor to com-
bine. Add butter and pulse until only pea-size pieces
remain. Drizzle in cup cream, then pulse 2-3 limes to
barely incorporate. Transfer dough to a work surface
and gently fold on top of itself several times just to
bring it together and work in any dry spots.

Using a 2-o0z. ice cream scoop, make 6 balls and
place on a parchment-lined baking sheet. Do not
flatten. Cover and chill until cold, 20-25 minutes.

Preheat oven to 350°. Brush tops of shortcakes

with remaining 2 Thsp. cream and sprinkle with
sanding sugar. Bake until golden and sides are firm
to the touch, 28-32 minutes. Let cool.

Toss strawberries, granulated sugar, lemon zest,
and a pinch of salt in a medium bowl to combine.
Transfer half of strawberries Lo a large saucepan and
add 1 Tbsp. water; let remaining strawberries macer-
ate while you bring strawberries in saucepan to a
genlle simmer over medium-low. Cook, stirring
occasionally and reducing heat if needed to keep at
a low simmer, until strawberries are slarling Lo break
down and become jammy and liquid is syrupy, 12-18
minutes. Let cool, then stir in 1 tsp. lemon juice. Stir

remaining 1 tsp. lemon juice into macerated straw-
berries.

Combine heavy cream, powdered sugar, and a
pinch of salt in a medium bowl. Scrape in seeds from
vanilla bean; reserve pod for another use. Beal cream
until soft peaks form.

Split shortcakes and divide strawberry compote,
macerated strawberries, and whipped cream among
bottoms. Close with shortcake tops.
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Health & Science

Glimmer of hope as Italy
battles ‘olive tree leprosy’

Resistant varieties continue to grow and flower

Thursday, August 1,2019

GAGLIANO DEL CAPO, Italy: Working in an arid Italian
field of crumbly soil, agronomists are battling a rampant
bacterium that has already infected millions of olive trees
and could threaten the entire Mediterranean basin. Xylella
[astidiosa, which has no known cure, has devaslated
ancient olive trees in Italy’s southern Apulia region and
beyond, causing 1.2 billion euros of damage to the world’s
second olive oil exporter alter Spain.

Since 2013, the discase has torn through Apulia’s olive
groves, leaving thousands of skeleton-like trees in its wake,
and little hope for farmers. Once Xylella fastidiosa bacle-
ria-carried by tiny sap-sucking insects known as spittle-
bugs-take hold, blocking the tree’s ability to absorb water,
the plant is doomed.

Bureaucracy and mafia

The only way to fight the spread of the disease, known
as “olive tree leprosy”, is to destroy diseased trees, but
farmers must seck special permission and say the authori-
lies are not always forthcoming. Doubtful of conspiracy
theories that the mafia are killing trees to make way for
hotel construction, agronomist Pierfederico La Notte
noliced thal some Lrees seemed nol Lo become infecled,
standing tall and green in otherwise devastated fields.

Suspecting that they may be resistant varieties that can
develop the disease Lo a small degree but conlinue Lo
grow and flower, the soft-spoken researcher rapidly iden-
lified two that appeared Lo suffer little from Xylella. “The
Leccino and Favolosa variclies are a slarling point, not the
finish line,” said La Notte, who works for Italy’s National
Research Council.

“We hope, and we're working on iL, Lo find a much big-
ger number of resistant varieties,” said La Notte, teaching

Southern white rhino
born at US zoo, could
help save species

LOS ANGELES: A southern white rhino conceived
through artificial insemination was born at the San Diego
Zoo in what was called a historic milestone that could
help save a subspecies [rom extinction. The call was born
on Sunday and the mother named Vicloria remained calm
during the 30-minute labor, zoo officials said in a state-
menl. “We are so pleased Victoria and the call are doing

visiling Egyplian agronomists in a research field outside
the ancient lown of Gallipoli. Resulls so [ar are promising.
Branches from resistant varicties that are grafted onto the
trunks of sick trees are growing perfectly and even pro-
ducing fruit, offering a glimmer of hope lo the devastated
region in the heel of Italy’s boot.

Immunity?

Down the road in the heavily agriculture-dependent
region, agronomist and olive oil producer Giovanni
Melcarne has lost 90 percent of his plants since Xylella
arrived, and he is seeking an even beltler solution: immune
varieties of olive tree. While much of his machinery for
olive cultivation now lies dormant, he has built an impro-
vised greenhouse, filled with dozens of small olive saplings,
among which he hopes Lo {ind al least one immune variely.

“We will infect them with the illness, we will contami-
nate them with the insects that transmit the illness so we
have scientific proof that this plant, this indigenous variely
that we could cultivate, doesn’t catch the disease and so is
immune,” Melcarne said, carefully labelling a batch of olive
saplings. But it will be al least another year before the
resulls are known, given the slowness with which the dis-
case will become visible after infection, something that has
helped it spread invisibly, and rapidly.

Drones using infrared cameras can help detect the
infection marginally earlier, but the disease’s progress is
relentless. Known in the United States as Pierce’s disease,
it devaslaled California vineyards in the late 19th century.
The European Commission describes Xvylella as “one of
the most dangerous plant bacteria worldwide, causing a
variely of diseases, with huge economic impact for agri-
culture, public gardens and the environment.” Since it

well,” said Barbara Durrant, the director of Reproductive
Sciences at the zoo. “She is very attentive to her baby, and
the calf is up and walking, and nursing frequently.

“Not only are we thankful for a healthy calf, but this
birth is significant, as it also represents a critical step in our
effort to save the northern white rhino from the brink of
extinction.” The birth marks the first successful artificial
insemination birth of a southern white rhino in North
America. Victoria was inseminated with frozen semen from
a southern white rhino named Maoto in March of last year
and carried her calf for 493 days.

The successful birth has raised hopes that artificial
insemination could help efforts to genetically recover the
northern white rhino, a distant subspecies of the southern
white rhino. Only two northern white rhinos remain on Earth
and both are female. The last male died last year. There are

-

RACALE, Italy: This aerial picture near Racale in the Salento peninsula, in Apuglia, southern Italy, shows two vari-
eties of olive trees, some infected, left, with a disease called Xylella fastidiosa, a bacteria carried from tree to tree
by a little bug, and some resisting the infection, right. — AFP

arrived in the Apulia region in 2013, probably from Costa
Rica according to the Italian farmers’ union Coldiretli, the
microscopic pathogen has killed more than a million olive
trees in Italy.

Coldiretti said earlier this month that Xylella has infected
21 million trees, and is “spreading inexorably north at a
speed of more than two kilometers a month”, leaving behind

an estimated 18,000 southern wild rhinos remaining in the
wild but the species is also being decimated by poachers in
South Africa at a rate of one every eight hours.

The San Diego zoo currently has six female southern
white rhinos, which were relocated to the zoo’s Safari Park
from private reserves in Southern Africa in 2015. Scientists
hope the animals could polentially serve as [uture surro-
gale mothers for a northern white rhino. “There are many
challenges ahead, but researchers are optimistic that a
northern white rhino call could be born [rom these
processes within 10 to 20 vears,” zoo officials said.

As to Victoria and her calf, they will remain off-limits
to visitors for the time being to allow them to bond. And
the newborn can expecl a playmale in the near [ulure as
another rhino impregnated through artificial insemination
is due to give birth in September or October. — AFP

it “a ghostly landscape”. The bug has also attacked orchards
in Spain, France and now Iran. Both Greece and Portugal are
bracing for its likely arrival. Some 350 plants are vulnerable,
including grape vines, citrus and almond trees.

Scientists say there is a real risk the disease will spread
to the entire Mediterranean basin, where olive oil is a sta-
ple in the diet and vital to the economy. —AFP

CALIFORNIA: In this image courtesy of the San Diego Zoo,
a day-old southern white rhino calf stands on its wobbly
legs at the Nikita Kahn Rhino Rescue Center at the San
Diego Zoo Safari Park, in Escondido, California. — AFP
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Dr Sahar Ghannam

Dermatology consultant, skin tfreatment and laser

Timing: Saturdays and Wednesdays from 10 am to 5 pm
Sunday, Monday and Tuesday from 9:30 am fo 5 pm
Thursday from 9:30 am until 1 pm

Friday is a holiday.

Address: Fourth Ring Road - Abdallah Fadalah Street, Meidan

Hawally, opposite fire station - block 35, building 31.
Clinic Phones: 25610407/ 409 314 Fax: 25610455

Mobaile: 0974754/ 09166746
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DR. MOHAMMAD AL HAJRY

Canadian Baard of Ololaryngology

Head & Meck Surgery and Facial Plastics,

Fellow of Royal College of Surgeons-Canada

A rare Subspecialty in Meroscopic Ear Sungery, Cochlaar
implant & Ear diseases
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DR KHALED ALMERRI

Cohiuia imerversonsl Candology
Deparrment: Moot & Vascular Contee

Specialized in:

1-Diagnestic and therapeutic candiac cathetes ization (Angiogiaphy asd
Angicplasty). Aortic valve imglantation.

2- Dagnasis and treaiment of coonary antery dseases

¥+ Diagnassis and treatment of heart falwe, codiomyopathies and
vabruly dsexes.

4-Diagewais and treatrment of high blood presase and high
tholesterol.

5- Dragnisis and treatment of syncope, padpitations and
andear amythmis,
- Horyimeasier dagnestic peoceduses echocadograpby,
ewenciie shvess fedt, and 24 hour blood pressure and
Helter manitoring

American Board Certified in General Surgery

Member of the Sodety of American Gastrointestinal & Endoscopic Surgeans (SAGES)
Higher specialization in Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary surgery & Organ Transplantation
Member of many prestigious surgical societies.
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Dr. Ahmad Alaeddine
Head of Cardiology departmenta
at Dar Al Shifa hospital

» Consultant Interventional and conventional
cardiclogist.

o Specialised in the Dagnosis and treatmeant
of all adult cardiac diseases, including
those cases that need urgent intervantion

in Cath lab {primary angioplasty).

.:Lli.ﬁ.“_jl:m.ﬁ.ﬁimﬂ-
r &l shifa Haspita &) daratshita
TElE 1802 555
Know your Doclor
( il sl m ] ey Ciorhinclaryngology (E.N.T)
A Saiiwn L eerial ol Hoa el Dr mmd m““ih -AIHWi
T T * Laryngoiogy Fobowship - Canada ENT Specialis!
Iﬁ] S———" e :wrnmmnlmm Burgery
& hdamber ol tha Briish
# Mamber of the Canacian ﬂhh‘ml-lldlﬂlﬂiﬁum
# Wb ol e Euepean Larynoolical Socaly
- by of wocal le-gions.
*w ibanign and malkgnani i
o Troatment of spasimod la.
wﬂm

-
w Surgery for the deviased nasal sephsm.

L

*Ednmpﬂ

o Traatmond ol snomng.
= Treatmont of verigo.

Teops of Thirics Practios: O ik e Frpla e ey L B e ofTeer F Tl e

A farvee i il Lapaewsanps e o L o m e s e
b tarege ot Tarmery & bprrapnl —wrwraip s e J@rpEmy
e [rpatrewnd ol Colo- Fes el Cowarers, sy Doy Lal Canm
% g sl bwarwe of ksfUrrratry Boss i Ararn Lepdemic (artificaten, Trainings & lelowhp
& Frwatrrernl of Perianal Fiuiuts & Compian Povina |sssls iiem & Aperican Boand of Sereal Sangery
e Ml Emen
o kiAFT Pesembas  Le @ P of Frlada Pooss e eba o sfei - fellow of ﬂfﬂ'ﬂ}l‘dm
3 Dbt ot initabie el Seintenns Gﬁuﬂ.ﬁhﬂ-ﬂr‘rﬂl!’-\mﬂ
e & Frdiow of the Beyal (oliepe of Py & Sasgeom of Lanady
o5 B el b I sl = Amvicae Bouwd ol (ol - Fertl Tumeny

p B Tt L e e T 2 i Biossd of Sapgual (rigasl Cme

A aaditires dl A koTeial Hemm ooy
Dr. Abdullah Al Haddad

[ . B .] Surgerg,.r [Jerpanmu nt

iLH.l.l'I qu'“.lhﬂ

i (&) daralshita
Tl.%l-u 1EDE 585

DR. FAHAD AL-MUKHAIZEEM
Consultant Pedialtrician

Consultant Pediatrician-Canadian & Amencan
Board in Pediafrics-Canadian
Board in Pediatric Emergency
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[asnadtind ol Gavinnal oy + [IFS0) mamber .
Lapc e Sl » Faculty member of (BEST).

« Mamber of Kuwail Surgical Association.
Scope of clinical Practice.

, I « Banainc surgenes.
P

% » Gallbladder stones surgaries.

"!:_“ = Abdoménal wall and hemia surgenas.
» Gl surperies.
» Thyroid and para - thyroid surgaries.
« Anal surgeries.

omail; whuhaimed B gmall com  Ted: 065 22265411/ Mob.: 065 90212228  hewipa. 4th g R Bock 14 Flowe -4




Py
pe
[
s
54
57

3

55 il T
[LY I [T &
[L] ] 77 9
FI | 1

ACROSS

1. A spar rising aft from a mast to support the
head of a quadrilateral fore-and-aft sail.

5. Cause to be attached.

11. Any wrongdoing for which and action for
damages may be brought.

15. Look at with amorous intentions.

16. A cowboy of the South American pam-

as.

17. A spread made chiefly from vegetable oils
and used as a substitute for butter.

18. A mountain range in weslern Russia
extending from the arctic to the Caspian
Sea.

20. Gather, as of as crops.

21. (statistics) Approximating the statistical
norm or average or expected value.

22. Flightless New Zealand birds similar to
gallinules.

23. An appliance that allows an object (such
as a ship's compass) to remain horizon-
tal even as its support tips.

25.The syllable naming the fourth (subdomi-
nant) note of the diatonic scale in
solmization.

28. Cud-chewing mammal used as a draft or
saddle animal in desert regions.

31. 4-wheeled motor vehicle.

32. A member of a Finnish people living in the
northwestern Urals in Russia.

36. Pertaining to filberts or hazelnuts.

39.A public promotion of some product or
service.

41.The sound made by a pigeon v 1.

42. (British) The dessert course of a meal
(pud'is used informally).

43. A chronic skin disease occurring primari-
lv in women between the ages of 20 and
40.

46. A person who makes deceitful pretenses.

48. A large number or amount.

53. A pilgrim who journeys to Mecca.

54. (Old Testament) The second patriarch.

55.To fix or set securely or deeply.

56.A town in north central Oklahoma.

57.A Mid-Atlantic state.

58. Anindustrial city is southeastern Austria.

60. Immeasurably small.

63. Humorously vulgar.

64. Graceful deciduous shrub or small tree
having altractive foliage and small red
berries that turn black at maturity and
are used for making wine.

67.A state of deep and often prolonged
unconsciousness.

70.A Kwa language spoken in Ghana and
the Ivory Coast.

71. Resembling or similar.

73. United States neoclassical architect
(1847-1909).

75. (informal) “johnny' was applied as a nick-
name for Confederate soldiers by the
Federal soldiers in the American Civil
War.

79. A federal agency established to coordi-
nate programs aimed at reducing pollu-
tion and protecting the environment.

80. Large brownish-green New Zealand
parrol.

81 A great raja.

82. (informal) Of very poor quality.

DOWN

1. A painful inflammation of the big toe and
fool caused by defects in uric acid
metabolism resulting in deposits of the
acid and its salts in the blood and joints.

2. A city in northern India.

3. Aslick spokesperson who can turn any
criticism o the advantage of their
employer.

Yesterday’s Solution

4. (Middle Eastern) Small croquette of
mashed chick peas or fava beans sea-
soned with sesame seeds.

5.A soft white precious univalent metallic
element having the highest electrical and
thermal conductivily of any melal.

6. A label made of cardboard or plastic or
metal.

7.Any of numerous perennial bulbous herbs
having linear or broadly lanceolate
leaves and usually a single showy flower.

8. (informal) Of the highest quality.

9.A Bantu language spoken by the Chaga
people in northern Tanzania.

10. National capital of Solomon Islands.

11. An alloy of copper and zinc (and some-
limes arsenic) used Lo imitate gold in
cheap jewelry and for gilding.

12. Evergreen trees and shrubs having oily
one-seeded fruits.

13. Being or occurring in fact or actuality.

14. A large number or amount.

19. Be going to.

24. A state in New England.

26.The compass point that is one point north
of due easL.

27. Being nine more than ninety.

29. Separate by avulsion.

30. (Greek mythology) A princess of Colchis
who aided Jason in taking the Golden
Ileece from her [ather.

33. (Greek mythology) Sea nymph who was
a daughter of the Titans Oceanus and
Tethys.

34. A Russian peasant (especially prior to
1917).

35.A salt or ester of hydriodic acid.

37. A radioactive element of the aclinide
series.

38. Mild yellow Dutch cheese made in balls.

40.A person forced to flee from home or
country.

44. Of or relating to or affecting a lobe.

45. A medicine that induces nausea and
vomiling.

47. Lac purified by healing and filtering.

49. Any of various kinds of wheeled vehicles
drawn by a horse or tractor.

50. Leave immediately.

51. (Old Testament) King of Judah who abol-
ished idolatry (715-687 BC).

52. (Philippine) A dish of marinated vegela-
bles and meat or fish.

59. Any of numerous ornamental shrubs
grown for their showy flowers of various
colors.

61. American and Asiatic trees having edible
one-seeded fruil.

62. Jordan's port.

65. Widely cultivated in tropical and sub-
tropical regions for its fragrant flowers
and colorful fruils.

66. Long green edible beaked pods of the
okra plant.

68. Semi-evergreen South American tree
with odd-pinnate leaves and golden yel-
low flowers cultivated as an ornamental.

69. (Islam) The man who leads prayers in a
mosque.

72."The rate at which red blood cells seltle
out in a tube of blood under standard-
ized conditions.

74. God of the earth.

76. A metric unit of length equal Lo one bil-
lionth of a meter.

77.A slate in midweslern Uniled States.

78. A person who announces and plays pop-
ular recorded music.
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STAR TRACK

It seems as if a need for nurturing is stronger than usual in your life. You
feel a strong desire to not only care for others, but to have others care for you in
return. You have a gift when it comes Lo sensing the needs of others. Finding someone
who is the friend to you that you are to them is a deep desire for you. This is a time you
may feel as if some changes need to be made in your world. Out with the old and in
with the new seems very appealing to you. This is a time when you feel at your best
when you are on the go.

u Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Out with the old and in with the new. Your focus is on ambition, security,
and responsibility are areas in your life where you have placed major focus. There are
big decisions in your life concerning these areas that need to be made. Knowing you
have fallen short of goals in the past has you extremely determined at this point in your
life. The easy way is not always the best way. You may reap great reward from your
determination. Remember, you can only count on yourself to accomplish your goals.
We live in a “what’s in it for me” kind of world.

3 Gemini (May 21-June 20)

This is a time of emotional change for you. You may feel two ways al
once. You will not be fully commilled Lo either way of thinking. You do know you
have a deep desire for change. A change of habits or a change of surroundings. You
may feel like hitting the road and taking a little road trip. A clear mind and a soothed
soul may be just what the Dr. ordered. You are happiest when you are on the go. Do
il. There is nothing Lo hold you back today, Gemini. Enjoy the ride.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

You are feeling some financial stress. That's because you have trouble
distinguishing between “Needs” and “Wants.” Solve the problem by listing your
expenditures in the two categories. To assure objectivity, you may want to enlist the
help of a friend to verify the lists. (Utilities are Needs, that new purse is a Want.) Set
aside money for Needs, including payments on current debts. Allow yourself the bal-
ance to spend on wants. Resisting the temptation to spend more than you have will
be difficult at first, but it will soon become habit. And you will be surprised at how
quickly you will feel freer, less stressed.

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Today finds you talkative and ideas are flowing freely. What a great time
Lo let your creative juices flow! You may find yourself feeling overloaded with ideas and
others may not be able to keep up or totally understand what you have to say to them.
Don't forget to step back and take a breath. You may find yourself easily excitable and
over emotional as these ideas run through your head. Even though your communication
skills may not be on point today and you may find yourself at odds with those close to
vou, your day will be very productive and self-satisfying, Today would be great for
wriling or journaling. These are ideas you value and want Lo make note of.

n Virgo (August 23-September 22)

You are special to many. You may feel as if your good deeds go unno-
ticed. This is a time you have a deep desire to be noticed, admired, and loved. You may
ask yourself if you are the friend you want others to be to you. If so, you are on the
right track. If the answer is no, strive to become that person. We tend to receive what
we give in life. Choose your company wisely and surround yourself with positive peo-
ple. This is a time in your life where taking a chance can bring great reward. Make a
plan and go for it!
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Libra (September 23-October 22)

Today finds you high energy and your mind seems to be set on a hair trig-
ger."Iry to avoid hasty decisions as this hasn’t worked well for you in the past. This is a
great time Lo find an escape. Take a trip, a long drive, or spend some time alone. Do
what it takes to calm your mind and spirit. Being grounded will not only be beneficial
in decision making but also make you more enjoyable for others to be around.
Relaxation is the key to your happiness today.

ﬂ Scorpio (October 23-November 21)
Y

You are a praclical person with an abundance of common sense. You are
able to use both of these qualities as assels to make your way o the top in the career
world. You may be feeling a need Lo change your focus and lighten your circle a bit.
You feel as if you need Lo spend more of your time and attention on you and yours. At
this point you may have accomplished your goal in the workplace but feel you need to
continue Lo work on your goal al home. This will be a balancing acl lo conlinue o
make sure you thrive in every area ol your life. Your communication skills are at all
time high and you are able Lo relate and interact with ease Lo all who surround you.

£y Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

- You are making a difference in the lives of more people than you realize.

You could qualify as a CREEP. Thal’s a good thing, a compliment. It is an

acronym for Conslantly Ready o Encourage Every Person. You lend Lo focus on the

other person, not on yoursell. You send the message “You are enough.” Don't change

the way you relate to people. Keep doing what you are doing. You don't have to work
alil. It comes naturally for you. You are the friend others wish Lo have in their lives.

a Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Understanding is a good word to represent what today may bring to you.

A deep understanding of yourself, your thoughts, and your moods! A day of under-
standing of those who surround you. An ability to communicate and captivate all who
are in your presence. Life is becoming uncomplicated and simple to you. From dreams
to the super natural all these things stir deep emotions within you Capricorn. Today is a
greal day o let your creativity flow. The more you open up to others the more they
seem to be willing to open up to you.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

Just because something is casy doesn’t mean it is the right thing to do or
the right way Lo handle a situation. You may find yoursell involved in a situation you
need to put great thought into before you act. Actions have consequences. Be sure
you are ready to face them. Hard work and determination will help you acquire your
goal. Remember, avoid laking the easy way oul.

! , Pisces (February 19-March 20)

You may find yourself in a bit of a conflict when it comes to balancing
your Home Life and work life. You may find yourself passing an opportunity by at
work because it will interfere with time with your family. This may be a hard decision
to make at this time, but the payoff with your family will be well worth it. In a time for
you to make sure your priorities are straight. You have a strong appreciation of your
past. You are able to reflect and realize the obstacles and problems of your past talk to
the lessons that made you and you are today. You are able to appreciate hardships
and look at them in a more positive manner knowing you will come at a stronger per-
son in the end.
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Nepali devotees watch as a straw effigy of Ghanta Karna burns during celebrations of the Hindu festival of “Gathemangal”, also known as Ghanta Karna, in Bhaktapur on the outskirts of Kathmandu on July 30, 2019. The Nepali festival, which celebrates the

defeat of the mythical demon Ghanta Karna (“bell-ears”), is celebrated by performing the legendary drama in the streets. — AFP

Post-mortem: Fan mall piles up
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at gra

of Charleville-Mezieres where French poet Arthur Rimbaud is
buried, opens a letter box dedicated to the poet in Charleville-
Mezieres. — AFP photos

Bernard Colin shows his collection of letters dedicated to the
poet from all over the world in Charleville-Mezieres.
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Bernard Colin poses behind the grave stone at the poet’s
grave, in Gharleville-Mezieres.

ve of French poet

cemelery in the easlern French town of Charleville-

Mezieres with a letter for a poet who continues to
stir passions 127 years after his death. Some of the mis-
sives addressed to Arthur Rimbaud contain declarations
ol undying love for the prodigious enfant terrible of
French letters, who passed away at 37 after a rollercoast-
er life that included an opium-fuelled affair with fellow
poet Paul Verlaine as well as a stint as an arms dealer.
“Rimbaud, even if you are no longer there, know that 1
will love you forever,” reads one of the letters deposited
in the yellow postbox inscribed with the poet’s name at
the entrance to the graveyard. Another promises him “the
sun, moon and stars”.

Some of those trying to commune with the dead poet
seem Lo find solace in wriling Lo another tortured soul,
who stunned the Paris literary scene as a precocious teen
attempling to chart the unconscious mind in poems strik-
ing for their modernism. Rummaging through a stack of
shoe boxes in which he keeps the correspondence, the
cemetery’s caretaker Bernard Colin pulls out a handwrit-
ten letter from a man named Philippe who is contemplat-
ing the “living shreds of my youth, the last promise of my
miserable existence.” He never fails lo be moved by the
emotions expressed. “People confide in Rimbaud about
their disillusionment. He is their confidant. They talk Lo
him as il he were still alive,” the stocky, balding walchman
said.

Two or three times a week the postman shows up at a

Charleville’s Jim Morrison

The steady Lrickle of letters and visilors Lestifies Lo the
renewed interest in the poet, whose mystique was
enhanced by his decision to renounce poetry in his prime
for a peripatetic existence as a mercenary-turned-mer-
chant-turned-arms-trader. When Colin moved into the
caretaker’s lodge 37 years ago his predecessor told him
“no-one is interested in Rimbaud.” “That has certainly
changed,” he said with a smile. So oo has the regard in
which Rimbaud is held locally.

As a teen, the poet railed against the strictures of
small-town life in Charleville, a tlown near Belgium that
has long labored under a reputation for being dull, and
continually plotted his escape. Yet throughout his short
life, he would invariably return home in times of crisis,
such as when Verlaine pulled a gun on him during a quar-
rel in Brussels and shot him in the arm. The self-styled
prophet struggled to gain acceptance in his hometown,
which studiously ignored him up until the 1960s when
counterculture figures such as The Doors’ Jim Morrison
began acclaiming him as their idol.

Colloning onto the tourist potential of brand Rimbaud
the town in 1969 got a Rimbaud Museum, and in 2004, on
the 150th anniversary of his birth, a house where he lived
was lransformed into a commemoralive space. “Rimbaud

Rimbaud

The entrance to the west cemetery (cimetiere de I’Ouest), where French poet Arthur Rimbaud is buried, is pictured in

Charleville-Mezieres.

is Charleville-Meziere’s Jim Morrison!” the museum'’s
director Lucille Pennel said, comparing the lure of the
poet to that of The Doors’ frontman whose Paris grave
has also become a fan shrine.

The grave of French poet Arthur Rimbaud is pictured at the
west cemetery (cimetiere de I’Ouest) in Charleville-Mezieres.

Empty absinthe bottles

Some visitors to Charleville cheer on Rimbaud’s youth-
ful excesses by leaving empty bottles of absinthe or ciga-
rettes packs on his grave. Others take his example further.
Colin said he had surprised some couples having sex
behind the twin white headstones that loom over the fami-
ly grave-one for Rimbaud, the other for his sister Isabelle
who died al the age ol 17.

Among the devolees Lo have visited the grave recently
are American singer-songwriler Palli Smith, who left
behind a guitar plectrum, as well as French rocker Hubert-
Felix Thiefaine and former prime minister Dominique de
Villepin. In a sign of the poel’s global appeal, the cemetery
also receives a large number of Asian visilors. Colin wel-
comes them all on behalf of the deceased, to whom he
feels a degree of kinship. “After so many vyears I feel that 1
know him almost as well as my [amily,” he said. — AFP
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This photo shows artist Taipan Lucero doing calligraphy using the indigenous script
known as Baybayin, used before Spanish colonization in 1521, at an event in

Manila.

indigenous Baybayin script.

Cultural advocate Leo Emmanuel Castro holding pieces of bamboo inscribed with
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Cultural advocate Leo Emmanuel Castro teaching students the indigenous script

known as Baybayin, used before Spanish colonization in 1521, in Manila.

Beyond ABCs: Ancient Philippine script revival spells debate

ith deliberate golden strokes, artist Taipan
WLucoro proudly brings an ancient script

back to life, in the hope of promoting an
endangered but contentious part of the Philippines’
heritage. Once confined to history classes, Baybayin,
a 17-character indigenous script used before Spanish
colonization, is making a comeback among the
nation’s millennials, young professionals and diaspo-
ra. Even as technology renders writing by hand out-
dated, online clips of calligraphy and digital fonts for
the script have gripped the smartphone generation
and now Baybayin-last used hundreds of years ago-
is appearing on everything [rom tattoos and t-shirts
to mobile apps.

Proponents hail the curvilinear text as a crucial
part of Philippine identity, but in a country with 131
government-recognized languages-crilics say invest-
ing in the promotion of one ancient text over others
is controversial and impractical. “IU's bittersweet. It
made me proud knowing our ancestors were liter-
ate,” said Lucero, who studied calligraphy in Japan
but returned home to apply his skills to reviving
Baybayin. “Whal’s sad aboul this is whal’s being
propagated in our education system. It’s like our his-
tory started with being colonized by Spain,” the 31-
year-old added.

Baybayin was the form of wriling used before the
Spanish arrived in 1521 and missionaries had to learn
it initially to spread Catholicism before forcing locals
to adopt their Roman alphabet, historians say. Its
resurgence has prompted calls from some for a law
declaring Baybayin the national script. But regional
scholars say the lext is important mainly to Tagalogs-
the people historically based in and around the capi-
tal-rather than to all Filipinos.

‘Wiped out’

Advocates say reviving Baybayin will provide an
antidote for a nation grappling with its colonial past
and is a way of celebraling indigenous history. Many
are proficient in English because of the American
occupation-Spain ceded control to the US in 1898 —
and the Philippines only became independent in 1946.
“Il's a greal achievement to invent our own wriling

system,” Leo Emmanuel Castro, executive director of

A woman takes a look at the “Tiny Pricks” project at Lingua Franca store in
New York City.
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Textile artist Diana Weymar points to some of her “Tiny Pricks” project pieces
at Lingua Franca store during an interview with AFP in New York City.
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Leo Emmanuel Castro holding a piece of bamboo
inscribed with indigenous Baybayin script at his
shop in Manila.

cultural group Sanghabi, told AFP. “Our language is
gender-neutral. Professions and pronouns have no
sex whereas English is very sexist,” he added.

The campaign to bring Baybayin to the main-
stream advanced in January when the lower house
passed a bill mandating its use in signs and educa-
tional materials. It stalled in the Senate but the pro-
posal has been refilled in the new session that started
in July. Holiday hotspot Boracay island has already
ordered the use of Baybayin in signage, in a bid lo
counter the proliferation of Chinese characters for
Lourists.

However regional cultural advocates say such
efforts threaten all of the nation’s indigenous scripls.
Their anger is rooted in a 1937 proclamation that
Tagalog be the basis of the national spoken language
now called Filipino, and they see the revival of the
Baybayin Llext as another blow for the nation’s lin-
guistic diversity. “The Philippines has become a
country only for the Tagalogs,” explained Michael
Pangilinan, an advocate of the Kulitan script of
Pampanga province, who warned local identity would
be “completely wiped out” if using Baybayin
becomes mandalory.

“The Philippine state makes us ashamed of who
we are until the Kapamp-ngan people themselves are
the ones repressing their own language and culture
to become Filipinos (Tagalog),” he said in an e-mail
to AFP. Of the 17 documented Philippine syllabaries-
sysltems of consonant and vowel syllables-only four
remain in use among indigenous communilies loday,
according lo UNESCO.

Mere novelty?

“When il comes Lo a national discussion, you need
to use the dominant language known by the majori-
ly,” countered Jay Enage, chairman of Baybayin
Buhayin, a group lobbying for the bill. But the practi-
calities of bringing a historic script into modern use,
teaching it in schools, and honing it to fit places of
work and 21st century life, may be the biggest chal-
lenge. “It will just be a novelty, for display,” said
Joselito Delos Reyes, professor of creative writing
and popular culture at Manila’s University of Santo
Tomas. “It won't be a platform for communication,”
he added, saying lawmakers should instead prioritise
improving education infrastructure and teachers’
salaries.

Virgilio Almario, chairman of government commis-
sions on language and culture, said it was important
to walk the line between losing scripts to extinction
and being practical about usage. “We need to bal-
ance this carefully. We need Filipino as a bridge lan-
guage but we should also appreciate the languages
of all communities,” he said.

More than division, advocates say Filipinos should
see opportunity in belonging to a multilingual coun-
try. “The hearl and soul of a counlry is ils culture.
"The problem is that we don’t value it due to our colo-
nial mentality,” Filipino-American Baybayin artist
Kristian Kabuay told AFP. Asked il the current
Bavbayin resurgence is just a fad, calligrapher
Lucero insisted it was vital Filipinos take the time to
understand the script’s importance. He added: “IUs
part ol our culture and our identity and il we forget
aboul it, we throw away parl of ourselves.”— AFP

W

National Museum researcher Leo Batoon pointing to a Baybayin character
etched on a glass window at the National Museum in Manila.

Leo Emmanuel Castro inscribing indigenous Baybayin script onto a piece of
bamboo at his shop in Manila. — AFP photos

Damn 1t! The US artist stitching
together rump quotes

“Crooked Hillary.” An American artist has

found a novel way Lo record President
Donald Trump’s most outlandish comments for pos-
terity: through embroidery. Diana Weymar is inspir-
ing hundreds of women from around the world to
channel their feelings toward Trump by sewing
quotes of his into old textiles, including doilies, baby
bibs and even underwear. The result is the “Tiny
Pricks Project,” a 900-strong collection of colorful
needlework pieces featuring Trumpisms, many of
which are currently on display at an exhibition in
New York.

“This is a creative way of dealing with the mad-
ness, which I think is hard to find,” Weymar, 50, tells
AFP. “I think a lot about this project as pricking your
conscience,” she says, explaining the title. “And of
course there’s a reference to other kinds of pricks,
umm other meanings,” Weymar adds, laughing. It all
slarled in January last year when she stitched “I am a

44 Drain the swamp.” “Such a nasty woman.”

very stable genius” onto an old cloth of her grand-
mother’s and posted it on Instagram.

Weymar received an overwhelming response, so
she started to sew one or two a week but quickly
found that she couldn’t keep up with the rate at
which Trump delivered outrageous statements. She
held workshops and invited other stitchers to send
her their attempts. Weymar has completed around
450 items hersell and received the same number
again, including from France, Britain and Australia.
For many of the participants, all of which have been
opponents of Trump, it is a cathartic process and a
way Lo prolesL.

“It does inspire me to want to do it because, you
know, vou feel so helpless and frustrated at the cur-
rent slale of the nation,” Rebecca Gerslung, a visi-
tor to the exhibition, tells AFP. It’s “putting some-
thing terrible into something beautiful and using the
needle to stab probably helps the anger!” the 45-
year-old adds.

EE? LINGUA FRANCA

2,020 by 2020

The collection contains some of Trump’s most oft-
used phrases such as “Witch hunt!” and “No collu-
sion.” “I want great climate,” reads another, stitched
onto images of flowers.

Weymar, based in Canada, is reluctant to call it an
anli-Trump exhibition, describing it as “a record” of
what he has said, and would welcome items [rom
supporters of the president. “It hasn't happened yel
but I think it would be interesting to see what those
pieces look like next to pieces made by people who
don’t support his policies,” she says. Weymar wants
Lo collect 2,020 pieces by the 2020 presidential elec-
tion and hopes they could even influence how people
vote. “I hope the collection will be large enough to
travel Lo swing slales,” she says. — AI'P

Textile artist Diana Weymar poses for a picture next to her “Tiny Pricks” project at Textile artist Diana Weymar shows the first piece of her “Tiny Pricks” project at

Lingua Franca store during an interview with AFP in New York City. Lingua Franca store during an interview with AFP. — AFP photos
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Homegrown fashion
emerges in troubled

~Semalia

Abdishakur Abdirahman
Adam, 19 years old,
secondary school student
and fashion designer for
women and men, cuts
fabrics.

very lime young [ashion designer Hawa Adan

Hassan makes a new gown for a paying customer,

she also makes her dreams come true. “My whole

life, fashion design was a dream,” says the 23-
year-old university student, who last year began running a
collage business oul of her family’s home in Hamarweyne,
the historic heart of Somalia’s coastal capital Mogadishu.
For Hassan, it began with arl, when she found hersell
drawn to sketching clothes rather than the animals and
landscapes preferred by her peers. Then she set to work
on tailoring to turn her images into reality. “I realized this
could be my field of expertise,” she says. For decades, war
and upheaval left ordinary Somalis focused on the daily
matters of life, death and survival.

Bombings by Al-Shabaab jihadists still dog Mogadishu
today. But a creeping cosmopolitanism is challenging
entrenched conservative attitudes and many Somalis are
undaunted by wanling a look thal stands oul. Somalia’s
clothing stores traditionally adhere to a simple formula:
imported garments for the well-to-do, locally-made
clothes for the rest. Bul Hassan and others are slarling Lo
alter that picture with locally-designed, handmade attire
for the high end of the market.

In such a nascent industry, Hassan is, by necessity, self-
taught. “I used Lo walch fashion design shows on TV, and
every time I watched one, I tried to grasp the ideas by
drawing what | saw,” she says. Her favorile was “Project
Runway”, a US-made reality program fronted by German
model Heidi Klum. “When I started I had no-one as a role
model. It is just something [ dreamed up,” she says, adding
that she now finds inspiration in the likes of Lebanese
fashion designer Elie Saab.

‘Clothes with a story’

In her home studio, Hassan sketches and inks new
designs of abaya gowns and hijab headscarves, in a vari-
ely of black or bright colors, tight and loose fittings, with
plain or embroidered finishes. Fashion has also become a
[amily alfair, with Hassan’s [ather-a Lailor by trade-and
older sister helping cut and sew the clothes. Visitors to the

workshop can hear children playing in nearby rooms and
cooking smells wall in [rom the kilchen. Her elder brother
has been an investor, helping to buy sewing machines and
other equipment. Now the business is taking off, she says.
“In the beginning, it was my father, elder sister and
brother who helped me start but now I'm self-reliant and
can make a living out of my work,” she says proudly. Like
many Mogadishu residents who have become inured to
violence, Hassan dismisses the city’s frequent bombings
and shoot-outs, describing them as an “inconvenience”

that can mess up her delivery schedules.

Muna Mohamed Abdulahi, another start-up fashion
designer, is on a mission to encourage local people to take
pride in products made in Somalia. “Some people come to
my shop and, when they realize that these clothes are
designed and made locally, they run away because they
have a negative impression about locally-made clothes,”
says the 24-year-old. Like Hassan, Abdulahi is self-taught-
"I was my own role model,” she says-and insists she is
more than just a tailor aping the work of others. “A design-
er creales clothes with a story, but a lailor makes it with-
out thinking, they just duplicate,” Abdulahi says.

Generation gap
The designers’ customers are mostly young, like them,

and alfluent. “I like clothes designed by Somalis because
they fit and make you look attractive,” says 22-year-old
student Farhivo Hassan Abdi. “Imported costumes are
mostly out of shape and don't look good on you.” “I don't
go for imported clothes anymore,” she adds, pointing out
that the price of local fashion is often cheaper than the
imports and it is easy to have alterations done. But these
young designers and customers, seeking out unique fash-
ion and wanting to look good, seem to live in a world apart
from others in the city.

Dahir Yusul, a 49-year-old father, is appalled by his
Leenage daughter’s love of designer clothes, which he con-
siders immoral. “These voung girls are crazy aboul
designer clothes, which are mostly fitted and reveal the
features of their bodies,” he says, tutting. “Morally, it is nol

good to wear such things.” As a male fashion designer,
Abdishakur Abdirahman Adam faces down double-criti-
cism in pursuit of dreams.

“In Somalia it is very difficult for a boy to become a
fashion designer, because people believe this is women’s
work,” says the slim 19-year-old, who was introduced to
fashion by walching catwalk shows on saltellite TV.
Nevertheless, he plans to continue, designing for both
women and men, hoping to compete with foreign imports.
“What I do is just lo creale fashionable clothes with the
malerial I have here without spending more money so that
it looks like something from overseas.” — AP
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Hawa Adan Hassan, 23
year-old, university stu-
dent, uses a sewing
machine at her home in
Mogadishu, Somalia.

A saleswoman at the
Mkeni Designs shop,
dresses a mannequin with
new fashion creations in
Mogadishu. — AFP photos

Hawa Adan Hassan checks her new finished fashion design.

Muna Mohamed Abdullahi, 24 years old, owner of Mkena Designs, cuts some

fabrics on a mannequin.

Pyer Moss designer to helm new fashion line for Reebok

Raymond will create a new [ashion line for

Reebok, his label announced Tuesday, as the
struggling sportswear manufacturer seeks to revive its
brand. Jean-Raymond, whose work has highlighted police
brulalily against African-Americans, will serve as arlislic
director of a new division called Reebok Studies, Pyer
Moss said in a stalement. Jean-Raymond rose Lo fame al
New York Fashion Week in late 2015 when Pyer Moss’s
spring 2016 collection took inspiration from the Black
Lives Matter movement, which campaigns against racism

3 cclaimed Haitian-American designer Kerby Jean-

towards black people.

He is considered one of the best lashion designers of
his generation and his designs regularly feature refer-
ences lo Alrican-American culture and the communily’s
role in the history of the Uniled States. Reebok, a sub-
sidiary of German sportswear giant Adidas, has teamed
up with several high-profile designers over the years
including Victoria Beckham and Demna Gvasalia, now
with Balenciaga. The lie-ups have come with the growing
“athleisure” trend, which has seen sportswear take over
the fashion landscape.

Reebok’s turnover fell 3.0 percent on-year in 2018,
data showed in March, conlinuing a struggle for
growth that has persisted since Adidas took it over in
2005. It has been collaborating with Jean-Raymond
since 2017. — AFP

Rahma Abdullahi Mohamud (right) and Hani Hussein take selfies pictures with a mobile
phone, after buying clothes designed by fashion designer Muna Mohamed Abdullahi, at Peace

Garden in Mogadishu, Somalia.

Haitian-American designer
Kerby Jean-Raymond.
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An ancient Egypt-to-Black Sea
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Members of the crew assemble the 14-meter long sailing reed boat Abora IV in the town of Beloslav, Bulgaria.— AFP photos

Thursday, August 1, 2019

route? Adventurers to test theory

ere the ancient Egyptians able to use
Wreed boats to travel as far as the Black
Sea thousands of years ago?

A group ol adventurers believe so, and will
try to prove their theory by embarking on a sim-
ilar journey in reverse. In mid-August the leam
of two dozen researchers and volunteers from
eight countries will set off from the Bulgarian
port of Varna, hoping their Abora IV reed boat
will take them the 700 nautical miles through
the Bosphorus, the Aegean and as far as the
island of Crete.

The team is specifically seeking Lo prove a
hypothesis lent credence by Herodotus, the expe-
dition’s German leader, Dominique Goerlitz, told
AFP. The ancient Greek historian wrote:
“Egyptians sailed through the Black Sea to get
malerials thal they could nol have from the east
Mediterranean.” Goerlilz, 53, and his leam say
they drew inspiration for the design of the 14-
melre (46-fool) boal from ancient rock drawings
from upper Egypt and the Caucasus.

Bolivian know-how
The construction was carried out with the help
ol volunteers and two members of the Aymara
indigenous community from Bolivia’s Lake
Titicaca, Fermin Limachi and his son Yuri. It is no
accident that the Abora IV bears a striking
resemblance to the famous Ra Il reed boat that

Members of the crew assemble the 14-meter long
sailing reed boat Abora IV.

Norwegian adventurer Thor Heyerdahl used in his
1970 attempt to cross the Atlantic-Limachi’s
father helped build that vessel too. Large bundles
of totora reed were lashed together with ropes to
form the main body of the vessel before it was
equipped with a wooden mast and two reed com-
partments for sleeping.

In all, 12 tons of totora reed and two kilometers
(a mile) of rope went into making the boat, which
will have two sails-measuring 62 square meters
(670 square feel) and 40 square melers (430 sq

[1), Fermin said. “The main question of all is
whether this boat... is able to cross the difficult
island shelfs of the Aegean Sea,” Goerlilz said.

Reaching the Cyclades islands and then Crete
will be crucial for proving his initial hypothesis,
he added, as the Minoan civilization which flour-
ished there from 2,700 to 1,200 BC was long
proven to have traded with Egypt. Once hoisted
into the water on Thursday, the boat will need
Lwo and a hall weeks Lo soak, laking in belween
five and 10 tons of waler. Thanks Lo the billions of
air chambers inside its porous construction mate-
rial, the boat cannot crack or sink, according to
Goerlitz.

Dangers on the high seas

During his last such expedition, the Abora I1I
in 2007, he set out from New York bound for
southern Spain in a bid to prove that Stone Age
man made similar trans-Atlantic journeys.
Goerlilz's leam sailed for 56 days before a storm
ripped apart his boat 900 kilometers (560 miles)
short of Portugal’s Azores Islands. “I am 100 per-
cent sure that this ship will never sink. And as
long as the ship is floaling we have a safely raft
here,” said volunteer Mark Pales, a 42-year-old
electrician from the Netherlands.

Another volunteer, Heike Vogel, a parcel com-
pany employee [rom Germany, was looking for-
ward to her first time sailing, after helping on two

previous expeditions without venturing on board.
“It will be a new situation for me,” said Vogel, 35.
In order to communicate with large cargo vessels
on their way-a major danger on the high seas-
Goerlitz's crew will have modern satellite and

radio communication equipment on board. “Of

course, it would be totally arrogant and stupid
(not to use modern equipment). It is an experi-
ment of science and nol of risk,” he said. — AFP

A member of the crew
assembles the 14-meter long
sailing reed boat Abora IV .

A member of the crew assembles the 14-meter long sailing reed boat Abora IV.

Members of the crew assemble the 14-meter long sailing reed boat Abora IV.

A member of the crew assembles the 14-meter long sailing reed boat Abora IV.

Cavdi B cancels US show because of 'security threat’

In this file photo Cardi B accepts the Album of the Year award
onstage during the 2019 BET awards at Microsoft Theater in
Los Angeles, California. — AFP

l I S rapper Cardi B canceled a concert in
Indianapolis Tuesday evening due to concerns
over a “security threat,” she said on social media.

Indianapolis police confirmed the cancellation, ciling an
“unverified threat to the artist.” “There is no immediate
threat to public safety, this (is) nol an active incident.
Ongoing investigation,” the department said on its official
Twitter account. The 26-year-old rapper posted a video
on Twitter and Instagram of what appeared to be
rehearsals at the Bankers Life Fieldhouse earlier in the
day. “Dear Indiana people I'm so sorry for today,” she
posted on Twitter. “Unfortunately there was a security
threat that is currently under investigation right now. My
safety and your safety first.”

On Instagram she said, “I'm so sorry guys I never
dealt with a situation like this before and I'm not taking
any chances. I love you guys,” followed by two heart
emojis. The superstar, who has a one-year-old daughter
with her husband, the rapper Offset, also posted a
screenshot of a statement from the show’s promoters
Mammoth Live saying the concert had been postponed
due Lo “a securily threal and salely concerns.” Annoyed
fans Lweeled thal the show was canceled only “minutes”
before it was scheduled to start, but others expressed
their support for “caring about our safety.”

Bankers Life Fieldhouse’s Twitter account said the
concert would be rescheduled for September 11 and
promised to honor tickets for the show’s original date.

Earlier in the day, the outspoken artist, who has pro-
fessed her support for US presidential candidate Bernie
Sanders, tweeted to remind her followers to watch the
Democratic debate. In January, she posted a profanity-
laced video on Instagram blasting President Donald
Trump and the lengthy US government shutdown. Last
month the Grammy-winning musician, born Belcalis
Almanzar, pleaded not-guilty to attempted assault
charges related to her alleged involvement in a 2018 strip
club brawl in her hometown of New York. — AFP
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ADDIS ABABA: Young Ethiopian girls take part in a national tree-planting drive in the capital on July 28, 2019. — AFP
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Going green: Ethiopia’s bid
to plant four billion trees

ADDIS ABABA: These days whenever Ethiopia’s
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed appears in public, he
removes his jacket, rolls up his sleeves, grabs a shovel
and gels lo planting a tree. Abiy is leading by example
as Ethiopia plans to plant a mind-boggling four billion
trees by October, as part of a global movement to
restore forests to help fight climate change and protect
resources. The country says it has planted nearly three
billion trees already since May.

On Monday, state employees were given the day off
as Abiy sought lo gel the rest of the country involved,
and the government claimed a “record-breaking” 350
million trees were planted in only one day. “I think we
demonstrated the capacity for people to come together
collectively and deliver on a shared vision,” Billene
Seyoum, Abiy’s press secretary, told AFP. The figure has
attracted skepticism about the sheer number of volun-
teers this would require, and the logistics involved.

“I personally don’t believe that we planted this
much,” said Zelalem Worqagegnehu, a spokesman for
the opposition Ezema party. “It might be impossible to

Can diet help
cancer treatment?
Study offers clues

TOKYO, Japan: Diet is already a key part of manag-
ing diseases like diabetes and hypertension, but new
research adds lo a growing body ol evidence that it
could help cancer treatment too. The study, published
today in the journal Nature, found restricting intake
ol an amino acid found in red meal and eggs signili-
cantly enhanced cancer treatment in mice, slowing
tumor growth. “These are very strong effects, and
they are effects that are as strong as we would see
with drugs that work,” said lead researcher Jason
Locasale, an associate professor at Duke University’s
School of Medicine.

“What this study is showing is that there are many
situations where a drug by itsell doesn’t work, but if
you combine the drug with the diet, it works, or the

plant this many trees within a day.” Yet Zelalem also
noted that hundreds of members of his party planted
trees of their own on Monday, and suggested the actual
total was beside the point. “We took this as a good
opportunity to show solidarity with the citizens,” he
said. “Our concern is the green legacy, making Ethiopia
green.”

Planting only first step

Ethiopia’s forest cover declined from around 40 per-
cent half a century ago to around 15 percent today, said
Abiyol Berhanu, director of the Ethiopian Environment
and Forest Research Institute. “Deforestation has
become very grave in many parts of Ethiopia,” he said.
The recent tree-planting drive has targeted areas that
have been stripped of their trees over the years, Billene
said. The types of new trees planted have varied from
region Lo region. “A lol of nurseries have been working
on producing more saplings over the past couple
months,” Billene said, while some of the saplings and
seedlings had come from abroad.

radiation therapy doesn’t work well, but if you com-
bine... with the diet, it works well,” he told AFP. The
study focused on restricling intake of the amino acid
methionine which is key to a process called one-carbon
metabolism that helps cancer cells grow. Methionine
restriction has already been associaled with both anti-
aging and weight loss, but its importance to cancerous
cells suggested it could also be a promising way to
enhance cancer treatment.

‘Starving the cancer’

The researchers first tested methionine restriction in
healthy mice to confirm it was having the desired
effects on metabolism and then moved Lo Lesling it in
mice with colorectal cancer and soft lissue sarcomas.
They found that a low dose of chemotherapy, which on
its own had no effect on colorectal cancer, led to
“marked inhibition of tumor growth” when combined
with methionine restriction. Similarly, combining
methionine restriction with radiation therapy in the case
of the soft tissue sarcoma reduced tumor growth.
“You're starving the cancer cells of certain nutrients, at
a very basic level,” explained Locasale.

Reforestation is a major component of global initia-
tives to recapture carbon emissions. It can also purify
waler, produce oxygen and bolster farmers’ incomes,
said Tim Christophersen, chair of the Global
Partnership on Forest and Landscape Restoration. But
Christophersen said planting trees was only the first
step. “The most important factor is grazing pressure. If
you plant a tree and a day later the goals come along
they will absolutely eat the tree first belore they eal the
dry grass next to it,” he said. “We don't speak so much
about planting trees but about growing trees.”

He said planting 350 million trees would require
about 350,000 hectares - an area bigger than
Luxembourg - and added thal a volunteer could realis-
tically plant about 100 trees a day. “It is not impossible,
but it would take a very well organized effort,” he told
AFP. He said that Ethiopia was one of only five coun-
tries ranked as having a “sufficiently ambilious” conlri-
bution to the 2015 Paris climale agreement, the UN’s
pact to curb global warming. Trees take in carbon from
the air as part of the process of synthesis and store it in

He cautioned that the results should not be extrapo-
lated beyond the cancers lested so [ar, and thal the
research was far from being tested in humans. “This is
cerlainly not a be-all, end-all lo cancer, this is nol some
panacea,” he said. “What it’s showing is that there are
very inleresling interactions between the food we eal,
how it changes metabolism... and then how those
changes in cellular melabolism might have an effect on
tumor growth.”

Independent experts also warned against reading
too much into the study just yet. “Before drawing any
conclusions about the potential for dictary restriction
as an approach to trealing cancer, human studies are
needed,” said Paul Pharoah, a professor of Cancer
Epidemiology at the University of Cambridge.

‘Really exciting’

Locasale and his colleagues extended the research
by testing a methionine restricted diet in six healthy
humans, and found that the effect on human metabolism
appeared similar to that seen in mice. That suggests
that the diet could have a similar effeclt on certain
tumors in humans, though Locasale warned it was far

their leaves, branches and trunks.

Abiy’s tree-planting drive is part of a national envi-
ronmental campaign, known as the Green Legacy
Initiative, that includes cleaning waterways and making
agriculture more sustainable. Billene said the turnout
Monday indicated that the prime minister’s environ-
menlally-friendly message was resonaling. “Evervone
was clear and understood the long-term vision,” she
said. “They actually bought into the benefits of what it
means to have a green country.”

If Ethiopia really did plant 350 million trees on
Monday, it would have smashed the current world
record of around 50 million held by the Indian state of
Uttar Pradesh. However an official determination may
have to wait. So far, Ethiopia has not attempted to reg-
ister its achievement with Guinness World Records
Limited, spokeswoman Jessica Dawes told AFP in an
email. “We are always on the lookout for new record
breaking achievements however, and so we would
encourage the organizers of this event to get in touch
with us to register an application,” Dawes said. — AFP

Loo early to draw any definilive conclusions. And Tom
Sanders, professor emeritus of nutrition and dietetics at
King’s College London, warned that “there is no evi-
dence [rom this study to suggest following a vegan diel
with help patients with cancer.”

Locasale said he hoped to eventually test the
research in humans with cancer, but noted that nutrition
research often struggles for funding because it propos-
es lreatments that are nol easily monelizable. Still, he
said the work adds to a body of research that suggests
diet may play an important role in cancer treatment.
Last year, a study showed one type of chemotherapy
drug was more effective in combination with a diet low
in sugar and high in protein and fat. Other cancers
appear to be better combatted in combination with
low-sugar diets.

“IUs just a really exciling area right now... where
we're seeing that diet has a huge effect on human
health,” Locasale said. He hopes for a future where
doctors will eventually be able to advise cancer
patients to follow specific diets to assist their treat-
ment. “We're not there yet, but the goal is to eventual-
ly get there.” — AFP

Dozens dead in

Afghan bus blast...

Continued from Page 1

various security guarantees from the Taliban, including
that the insurgents won't let terror groups operale in the
country. Khalilzad, who was formerly US ambassador to
Afghanistan, said his visil to Kabul had been his “most
productlive” yel in his new role. “I'm off to Doha, with a
stop in Islamabad. In Doha, il the Taliban do their part, we
will do ours, and conclude the agreement we have been
working on,” Khalilzad tweeted.

In another sign of progress, the Afghan peace ministry
announced the government had formed a negotiating team
for separale peace lalks with the Taleban, ahead of polen-
tial talks in Oslo in August. The move is hugely significant,
as the Taleban have until now refused lo negoliate directly
with the government of President Ashraf Ghani, which they
consider illegitimate. The Taleban did not immediately
respond o the announcement of the 15-member delega-
tion. The push to end the Afghan war has ignited wide-
spread concern among Afghans that in Washington’s rush
to exit its longest war the Taliban will be returned to some
semblance of power.

According to a UN report released Tuesday, 1,366 civil-
ians were killed and another 2,446 wounded during the
first six months of 2019. Afghan officials blamed the

Taleban for yesterday’s explosion, saying they had planted
a bomb along a busy highway with the aim of hitting secu-
rity forces. The insurgents did not deny or claim involve-
ment, saying they would investigate the “sad incident”.

Muhibullah Muhib, a police spokesman for Farah province,
said all the victims were civilians, mostly women and children.
“A passenger bus travelling on the Kandahar-Herat highway
hit a Taleban roadside bomb killing 34 innocent people and
wounding 17 others,” he said. Sediq Sediqqji, a spokesman for
the Afghan presidency, confirmed the toll, blaming the inci-
dent on the Taleban, while Nasrat Rahim, the interior ministry
spokesman, called the blast a “barbaric act of the terrorists”.

“Sadly, this senseless loss of life is all too common in
Afghanistan,” Onno van Manen, the Afghanistan director
for Save the Children, said in a stalement. “Just in the past
month hundreds of children have been killed or injured as
a result of explosive weapons.” The Taleban, who now
control or influence about half of Afghanistan’s territory,
recently signed on to a vague pledge to reduce civilian
casuallies, but violence has continued unabated.

Civilians have long paid a disproportionate price in the
nearly 18 years since the US invaded Afghanistan, and last
year was a record for civilian casualties. Numbers are
down by 27 percent so far this year, but children account-
ed for almost a third of the overall total of civilian deaths
and injuries. The bloodshed is only expected to worsen
now that official campaigning for Alghanistan’s presiden-
tial election, set for September 28, is underway. At least 20
people were killed Sunday, the first official day of the cam-
paign, and 50 wounded when a suicide attacker and gun-
men largeted the Kabul office of Afghan President Ashraf
Ghani’s running mate, Amrullah Saleh. — AFP

Assembly panel
approves public...

Continued from Page 1

ministry of public works to penalize companies that
were involved in faulty projects and roads.
MP Omar Al-Tablabaei yesterday sent a series of

Body of Indian
coffee magnate...

Continued from Page 1

Police said Siddhartha, aged about 59, lelt Bangalore
late Monday, telling his family he was going to a hill
resort but instead asked his driver to take him to
Mangalore. He ordered the driver to stop the car and
started walking along a bridge as he lalked Lo someone
on his phone before disappearing, according to police.
Fishermen finally found his body early vesterday on a
riverbank, according to police.

Siddhartha’s empire came under increasing pressure
after tax authorities launched raids on company offices

questions to Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-IKhaled
Al-Sabah over complaints received by the ministry from
foreign embassies and consulales against social media
aclivists, newspapers and other local media. He inquired
about the number of complaints received from foreign
missions in the country and then referred by the min-
istry Lo legal authorilies for action. The lawmaker asked
for the number of such complaints against tweeters,
local publications and television channels and a copy of
each complaint. He also inquired about the number of
complaints filed by Kuwaiti embassies abroad.

in 2017. In a letter to the Cafe Coffee Day board, the
57-year-old chairman had admitted mistakes in handling
his financial affairs. But he said he had suffered pressure
from lenders and Indian tax authorities. “1 am very sorry
to let down all the people that put their trust in me,” said
the letter, which was released by the company as it held
an emergency board meeling on Tuesday. “I fought for a
long time but today I have given up as I could not take
any more pressure {rom one of the private equity part-
ners forcing me to buy back shares.”

Siddhartha said he had faced “a lot of harassment”
from the Indian tax authorities. “My inlentlion was
never Lo cheat or mislead anybody, I have failed as an
entrepreneur,” he said. Kiran Mazumdar Shaw, head of
Biocon, one of Asia’s leading bio-pharmacecutical
companies, said Siddhartha appeared to be under
“unbearable stress” and the circumstances should be
investigated. — AFP
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Pirates snap a 9-game
skid as benches clear

CINCINNATTI: Corey Dickerson homered lwice and
drove in a career-high five runs to help the Pittsburgh
Pirates end a nine-game losing streak with an 11-4 win
against the host Cincinnati Reds on Tuesday night in a
game marred by a wild brawl. A benches-clearing fight
broke out in the ninth when Reds reliever Amir Garrett
charged the Pittsburgh dugout from the mound as he
was being removed from the game. Jared Hughes had
been ¢jecled earlier in the inning for hilling Starling
Marte after both sides had been warned.

Reds right fielder Yasiel Puig, who minutes earlier
had reportedly been traded to the Cleveland Indians,
started a second skirmish that continued for several
more minules. Puig was ullimately ejected as well.
Dickerson, who sat out the previous three games with
left groin discomforl, had a two-run single in the third
inning, a Lwo-run homer in the fifth and a solo shol in
the seventh. Jose Osuna hit a three-run homer in the
ninth for Pittsburgh, which halted its longest losing
streak in eight years.

CARDINALS 2,CUBS 1

Paul Goldschmidt continued his torrid stretch with a
go-ahead home run in the sixth inning — his seventh
homer in the past eight games — and host St. Louis
held on to beat Chicago. Tommy Edman added two hits
and two stolen bases for St. Louis, which broke a first-
place tie with the Cubs on the eve of the trade deadline.
The Cardinals improved to 13-5 since the All-Star
break. Javier Baez drove in the lone run for Chicago,
which has lost three of four and six of eight. Cubs right-
hander Yu Darvish (3-5) drew the hard-luck loss
despite holding the Cardinals to two runs on six hits in
six innings. He walked none and struck out nine, two
shy of his season high. Giovanny Gallegos (3-1) got the
win in relief.

ASTROS 2, INDIANS 0

Justin Verlander allowed two hits and struck out 13
over seven innings as visiling Houston blanked
Cleveland. Robinson Chirinos belted a solo homer and
former Indians outfielder Michael Brantley added an
RBI single later in the fifth inning for the Astros, who
have won three in a row and 10 of their last 12 games.
Houston’s Jose Altuve posted his second straight three-
hit performance and Yuli Gurriel had a one-out single in
the second inning to extend his hitting streak to 17

games. Verlander (14-4), who recorded his first win in
Cleveland since 2013, has 43 strikeouts over his four-
start winning streak.

A’S 3, BREWERS 2 (10 INNINGS)

Matt Olson belted a walk-off home run off Josh
Hader in the 10th inning to give host Oakland win over
Milwaukee in the opener of a three-game interleague
series in Northern California. Chris Bassill and five
relievers combined on a seven-hiller, helping the A’s
prevail in the first meeting between the clubs since
2016. Blake Treinen (5-3) pitched the top of the 10th to
gel the win. Olson’s homer, his 22nd of the season, was
the left-handed hitter’s ninth off a lefty pitcher this sea-
son, and just the second of his career in extra innings. It
was the fourth home run Hader (1-4) surrendered to a
left-handed balter this season.

BRAVES 11, NATIONALS 8

Adam Duvall had two solo home runs among four
hits, Josh Donaldson crushed a three-run homer and
Julio Teheran allowed just two runs as Atlanta blasted
host Washinglon Lo even their three-game series. Ozzie
Albies and Ender Inciarte each had three hits as Atlanta
won for just the fifth time in 13 games. The Nationals,
meanwhile, are still 38-19 since May 24. Washington
trailed 11-1 in the seventh. Teheran (6-7) went 6 2/3
innings and allowed seven hits. Washington’s Juan Soto
hit a two-run homer in the ninth, and Brian Dozier
added an RBI single to trim the margin to 11-8 before
Luke Jackson relired the side. Washinglon slarter Erick
Fedde (1-2) allowed nine runs on nine hits with four
walks and four strikeouts as his ERA rose from 3.40 to
4.67.

PHILLIES 4, GIANTS 2

Drew Smyly lossed seven scoreless innings, Rhys
Hoskins homered and host Philadelphia defeated San
Francisco. Jean Segura ripped three hits while Cesar
Hernandez, J.T. Realmuto and Adam Haseley added two
hits each for the Phillies. Bryce Harper also walked
three times and scored one run. Smyly (2-5) gave up
four hits. He recorded five strikeouls against jusl one
walk while throwing 103 pitches, 71 for strikes. Brandon
Belt and Stephen Vogt ecach had a pinch-hit homer in
the eighth for the Giants, who had won 19 of 24 enter-
ing this game.

CINCINNATI: Amir Garrett #50 (middle white shirt with out hat) of the Cincinnati Reds engages members of the
Pittsburgh Pirates during a bench clearing altercation in the 9th inning of the game at Great American Ball Park. — AFP

RAYS 6, RED SOX 5

A two-hil, three-RBI performance [rom Avisail
Garcia pushed Tampa Bay to victory over host Boston.
Despite falling behind in the first and again in the fifth,
the Rays responded both times to claim the first contest
of a three-game set. With the victory, the Rays moved a
1 1/2 games ahead of the Red Sox in the American
League Easl standings. Rafael Devers (lwo runs
scored) and Andrew Benintendi (home run, three RBIs,
run scored) had three hits apicce for the Red Sox.

DIAMONDBACKS 4, YANKEES 2
Christian Walker and Carson Kelly hit solo homers,
and Arizona recorded a victory over host New York,
moving to 14-5 in interleague play this season. Adam
Jones lifted a sacrifice {ly in the first, and Nick Ahmed
hit an RBI single in the fourth for the Diamondbacks,
who won for the fifth time in their last 12 games,

rebounded from dropping three of four in Miami. The
Yankees lost for the sixth lime in nine games and
dropped to 0-3 this season against Arizona. Tyler Wade
hit his first home run of the season for New York.

TWINS 2, MARLINS 1

Jake Odorizzi picked up his career-high 12th win of
the season as Minnesola defealed host Miami.
Odorizzi (12-5), who won 11 games in 2014, held
Miami to four hits, one walk and one run in 5 2/3
innings. He struck oul five balters and lasted 103
pitches. Marlins rookie Zac Gallen (1-3) pitched seven
solid innings but took the loss. First baseman Garrett
Cooper, who leads the Marlins in batting average
(.:294), left the game in the third inning due to tight
left hamstring. Cooper was replaced in the lineup by
Martin Prado, who took over at third base with Neil
Walker moving Lo first. — Reulers

IAAF hails ‘parity
and clarity’ after
Semenya ruling

PARIS: A Swiss court ruling that blocks
South Alrican Caster Semenya [rom delending
her world 800m title in Doha in September
creates much-needed “parity and clarity” in
athletics, the sporl’s governing body said yes-
Llerday. A judge al the Swiss Federal Tribunal
on Monday revoked a temporary suspension
on the IAAF’s controversial lestosterone-
curbing rules, meaning two-time Olympic
champion Semenya can no longer compete in
events between the 400m and mile, as she did
in June and July.

“The TAAF welcomes the Swiss Federal
Tribunal’s decision today to revoke its Super-
Provisional Order of 31 May 2019 after hear-
ing the IAAF’s arguments,” the International
Association of Athletics Federations said after
the judge’s ruling was made public yesterday.
“This decision creates much-needed parity
and clarity for all athletes as they prepare for
the World Championships in Doha this
September.”

Semenya had appealed to the Swiss court
in May after failing Lo gel the new IAAF regu-
lations overlurned by the Court of Arbitration
for Sport (CAS). The IAAF added that it
would maintain its position in the remainder
of proceedings al the Swiss Federal Tribunal
that “there are some contexts, sport being
one of them, where biology has to trump gen-
der identity, which is why the IAAF believes
(and the CAS agreed) that the DSD (differ-
ences of sexual development) regulations are
a necessary, reasonable and proportionate
means of protecting fair and meaningful com-

Mcllroy joins
Tiger at Japan’s
first PGA

Tour event

TOKYO: Former world number one Rory
Mcllroy will join 15-lime major-winner Tiger
Woods al Japan’s first PGA Tour lournament
later this year, organizers announced yester-
day. Woods had already confirmed his partic-
ipation, but Mcllroy’s addition considerably
brightens the star power al the $9.75 million
Zozo Championship in October.

“It is wonderful we have the opportunity
to compete in Japan this year and I'm truly
excited to be heading” to the tournament, the
30-year-old Northern Ireland slar said in a
press release. Mcllroy’s commitment is “a
fantastic addition,” organisers of the Zozo
Championship said. “I know golf fans in Japan
are very supportive and knowledgeable of
the game and it'll be really cool and fun for
the PGA Tour players to perform in front of

[V S

DOHA: In this file photo taken on May 3, 2019 South Africa’s Caster Semenya competes in
the women’s 800m during the IAAF Diamond League competition. — AFP

petition in elite female athletics”.

‘People can be mean’

Semenya is classified as a woman, was
raised as a woman and races as a woman. But
for the IAAF, women like Semenya, with cer-
tain masculine attributes due to DSD, are clas-
sified, biologically, as men. It is a position hotly
conlesled by South African officials. In the
build-up to the 2009 world championships in
Berlin, where Semenya went on to win gold in
the 800m, the South African had to undergo
gender verification testing to confirm her eligi-
bility to compete in the women’s category.

She was subsequently put on medication to
reduce her lestosterone levels, spending six
months sidelined by the IAAF. Semenya, born

with the “46 XY” chromosome rather than the
XX chromosome most females have, described
the experience as like that of being treated like
a “human guinea pig” and vowed never to
again allow the TAAF Lo enforce medicalion
upon her in order to compele.

The Swiss Federal Tribunal, in its ruling
released yesterday, was also not optimistic for
Semenya’s ongoing appeal. It concluded “in a
first summary examinalion, thalt Casler
Semenya’s appeal does not appear with high
probability to be well founded”. “The CAS,
after thoroughly evaluating the expert evi-
dence, found that the ‘46 XY DSD’ character-
istic has a direct impact on performance in
sport, which could never be achieved by other
women,” the tribunal said. — AFP

' MEMPHIS: Rory Mcliroy of Northern Ireland plays a shot on the 12th hole during the final
round of the World Golf Championship-FedEx St Jude Invitational at TPC Southwind. — AFP

them for the first time,” Mcllroy said. “In my
career, I've won all around the world and itll
be an achievement il I can register my first
title in Japan.”

Mcllroy, the world number three, is current-
ly ranked second on the FedExCup points list.

The four-time major-winner was world num-
ber one for 95 weeks between 2012 to 2015. A
total of 78 players, including the leading 60
players from the FedExCup points list, will
compele at the Zozo Championship in Chiba,
near Tokyvo, [rom Oclober 24-27. — AFP

Basketball
Africa League
reveals debut
host cities

NEW YORK: The NBA-backed
Basketball Africa League (BAL) unveiled
host cities Tuesday for ils inaugural sea-
son, with Kigali, Rwanda, as the named
host cily for the first semi-final and cham-
pionship games. Cairo, Egypt; Dakar,
Senegal; Lagos, Nigeria; Luanda, Angola;
Rabal, Morocco and a Tunisian cily, Tunis
or Monastir, were announced as the sites
for BAL regular-season games. The BAL,
[eaturing 12 club leams [rom across
Alrica, is sel to begin play in March 2020.

“Today’s announcements mark another
important milestone as we head into what
will be a historic first season,” BAL presi-
dent Amadou Gallo Fall said. The 12 teams
will be divided into two six-leam confer-
ences, each conference playing games in
three of the six host cities. Each team will
play five regular-season games, with the
top three clubs in each conference
advancing to the playoffs.

The “Super Six” will play a round-
robin format to determine the BAL Final
Four that advance to Kigali in late
spring 2020 for the single-game elimi-

Ko aims to join
elite group at
British Open

WOBURN: Ko Jin-young first altracted
international attention when she finished
runner-up to Inbee Park at the 2015
Women'’s British Open at Turnberry. Four
years on, and Ko arrives al this week’s
Women'’s British Open at Woburn as the
world number one and seeking Lo join an
elite group of golfers who have won three
majors in one season.

Ko first claimed the world’s top rank-
ing when she won the first major of the
season — the ANA Inspiration. She
snatched top spot back from fellow South
Korean Park Sung-hyun with victory in
the Evian Championship on Sunday.
Winning back-lo-back majors would be
a huge [eal and the 24-year-old would
become only the seventh player to gather
three major titles in a single campaign.

Ben Hogan and Tiger Woods have
done il in the men’s game and Babe
Zaharias, Mickey Wright, Pat Bradley and
Inbee Park, in 2013, are the women who
achieved the same feat. “1 was always
looking forward to this week, bul lo win
in Evian has made it even more special,”
Ko said. “I honestly can’t remember much

nation semi-finals and final. The BAL
also announced Nike and the Jordan
Brand would each provide the official
uniforms and gear (or six of the clubs in
the league’s first business partnership.
The NBA announced its first collabora-
tion to operate a league outside North
America in February, working alongside
world governing body FIFA. Both plan
to dedicate financial support and
resources for training of African players,
coaches and referees.

Trail Blazers agree on extension

The Portland Trail Blazers have agreed
on a three-year, $100 million NBA con-
tract extension with guard CJ McCollum,
US media reported Tuesday. ESPN, citing
McCollum’s agent, reported the deal, and
the player himsell responded Tuesday to
congralulalory lweels [rom leammale
Jusuf Nurkic and other NBA players.
McCollum, who would have become an
unrestricted [ree agent after the 2020-21
season, insltead looks sel Lo slay in
Portland for five seasons.

McCollum played a key role in the
Blazers’ Weslern Conlerence semi-final
victory over the Denver Nuggels, scoring
37 points in game seven Lo help Portland
reach the conference finals. The Trail
Blazers were swept by the Golden State
Warriors, but will be aiming to contend
again in the upcoming season after lock-
ing up both McCollum and Damian
Lillard. The Blazers have inked Lillard to a
four-year, $196 million extension. — AFP

about Turnberry but I missed the cut last
year. “My game has undergone a big
change since then. I got a new short
game coach, and a menlal trainer. Thals
the difference.

“Because it is two majors in a row I am
feeling like there is no Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday. It is two straight four days.
“Bul to win two or three Majors in a year
is really tough. I have a chance this week
and I will do my best.” Next year, Ko has
anolher big goal as she largels an
Olympic debut in Tokyo. “I'm excited that
I might play in the Tokyo Olympics,” she
admitted. “The Olympics are really impor-
Lant for Korea. It would be so good.”

‘Really cool’

Georgia Hall melted home hearts last
year when she won the British Open at
Royal Lytham and St Annes with her
father working as her caddie. The
defending champion heads a strong entry
from the host country. Charley Hull, who
grew up playing at Woburn, and Melissa
Reid, third in this season’s LPGA
Championship, will also be aiming to
mount a serious challenge.

“The year has gone by very quickly,”
said Hall. “I'm excited to be back and to
be able Lo be in England. I think it is really
cool. “I haven't played the course at all
this year. When it was here three years
ago, I practised quite a bit and I didn’t do
very well. — AFP
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Root and Paine’s different
routes to Ashes captainc

‘Captaincy is 90 percent luck and 10 percent skill’

BIRMINGHAM: One seemed destined to be a Test
caplain at 23; the other was thrust into the leadership
following an extraordinary crisis and nol long after he'd
thought of quitting cricket. When England’s Joe Root
and Australia’s Tim Paine walk out for the toss prior to
the first Ashes opener at Edgbastlon slarling today they
will have taken very dilferent routes Lo gel there.

England used to put a premium on so-called ‘leader-
ship qualities’, picking the captain ahead of the rest of the
side, whereas Australia would select their best XI and
appoint one of them as skipper. But an increasingly con-
gested international schedule, which deprives Test regu-
lars the chance of sustained captaincy experience in
county cricket, prompted a change in England’s approach.

Neither Root, nor his predecessor as England cap-
tain, Alastair Cook, has been regarded as superb tacti-
cians. But as top-order batsmen, guaranteed their place
in the side, they have been obvious captaincy candi-
dates particularly as, unlike frontline bowlers, they don’t
have to worry about when to bring themselves on.

When Root took over in 2017, he had been a captain
in just four first-class malches, one of which saw him
dubbed “Craptain” by his Yorkshire team-mates after
Middlesex chased down a targel of 472. Former
England off-spinner Graeme Swann voiced fears that
captaincy would have a negative impact on Root’s run-
scoring. Rool’s responded with a match-winning 190
against South Africa at Lord’s, in his first match in
charge, and a cenlury in England’s first day-night Test,
against West Indies at Edgbaston.

Lead from the front
Bul he went more than a year before again reaching

[
I'songa ousts

eighth-ranked
Khachanov at
Washington ATP

WASHINGTON: France’s Jo-Wilfried Tsonga
defeated his first top-10 rival in nearly two years,
ousting Russian second seed Karen Khachanov 6-4,
2-6, 7-5 on Tuesday at the ATP Washington Open.
The 34-year-old Frenchman, ranked 70th in the
world, outlasted eighth-ranked Khachanov after one
hour and 58 minutes, turning back the clock to
reach the third round of the US Open hardcourt
luneup event.

“I played very good tennis,” Tsonga said.
“Everything went OK. Just very happy to go
through. It’s good o see some results for all the hard
work.” Tsonga, who lost his only Grand Slam final to
Novak Djokovic at the 2008 Australian Open, had
dropped six matches in a row against top-10 rivals
since beating fifth-ranked German Alexander Zverev
in October 2017 in a Vienna quarter-final.

There’s a revitalized spark in Tsonga, who won
his 17th ATP title in February at Montpellier as a
210th-rated wildcard. He fired 13 aces and won 80
percent of his first-serve points. “When you play so
long, sometimes you don't feel like yourself,” Tsonga
said. “Sometimes you lose your personality. I try to
keep it and bring it back on court. When you are
like this, il’s a lot better.” Tsonga advanced Lo a
third-round match against British 13th seed Kyle
Edmund, who defeated South Africa’s Lloyd Harris
6-1, 6-4.

Russian third seed Daniil Medvedev reached the
third round by ousting US wildcard Bjorn
Fratangelo 6-3, 6-4. The world number 10 might
face an injured rival in the third round as 40th-
ranked hometown favorite Frances Tiafoe beat
[Cazakhstan’s Alexander Bublik 6-1, 7-6 (7/5) then
quickly departed with a foot injury. “I'm very happy
to return home with a win,” 16th seed Tiafoe said in
a statement. “Unfortunately at the end of my match I
felt a tweak in my foot. In the interest of making
sure I can play my next match to the fullest, I will be
gelting my fool checked out.”

Australia’s Bernard Tomic wasn't so lucky, with-
drawing from his first-round match with a finger
injury. German lucky loser Peler Gojowczyk
replaced him and outlasted Russian Andrey Rublev
7-6 (8/6), 4-6, 7-6 (7/2). Khachanov, who earlier
this month became the first Russian in the top 10
since Mikhail Youzhny in 2011, is coached by Vedran
Martic but has worked the past couple weeks with
former world number three Nikolay Davydenko.

“We started to train in Moscow, so that'’s the
preparation I've had with him, for 10-11 days, and
then I asked him to come here as well,” Khachanov
said. “We just started with him. I don’t want to make
any official announcement yel. Bul he starled Lo
help me two weeks ago. Hopefully he can join the
team.” Together with Medvedev, Khachanov has
signaled a new rise in Russian tennis. “IU's great for
the country and great for us to be higher, slowly
reaching new goals,” Khachanov said. “Hopefully
we’re moving up slowly a long ways.” —AFP

Will India dump Shastri?
Moody among challengers

NEW DELHI: India’s hunt for a new coach has attract-
ed top international names, including Australian Tom
Moody, despite skipper Virat Kohli backing Ravi
Shastri to gel a new deal, reports yesterday. The dead-
line for applications ended Tuesday as the Indian side

three figures in a Test, a period that included a 4-0
Ashes series loss in Australia. Now England will hope a
return to number three allied to the responsibility of
leading from the front will improve the 28-year-old
Rool’s conversion rate of fifties to hundreds (41-16 at
present). Paine’s road to the captaincy was far rockier
and not just because of a belief that wicketkeepers
already have enough to do in the field.

He was set to retire in 2017 and take a job with a
cricket equipment manufacturer, yet by March 2018 he
was Australia’s captain. Paine made his Australia debut
in a neutral Test against Pakistan at Lord’s in 2009 and
he appeared the heir to Brad Haddin as the long-term
wicketkeeper.

A finger injury blighted his career and there were
times when he was not even the first-choice wicket-
keeper for Tasmania. But when rival glovemen Peter
Nevill and Matthew Wade were dropped ahead of the
2017/18 Ashes, Paine made the most of his recall. Then
came the 2018 ball-tampering scandal during a Test in
Cape Town, which saw then Australia captain Steve
Smith and vice-captain David Warner given year-long
bans by Cricket Australia for their roles in a flagrant
breach of the rules.

Paine, now 34, was thrust into the captaincy to help
instill values that would sit well with Australia’s shocked
fans, never mind opponents who had become weary of
the team’s crude ‘sledging,” or verbal abuse. Paine is the
first captain chosen to lead an Australia Test tour of
England primarily because he is a ‘decent chap’ since
[an Johnson in 1956 — a series England won. But given
its 19 years since Australia last won an Ashes in
England, perhaps captaincy by macho posturing hasn’t

All Blacks trim squad
for Bledisloe Tests

WELLINGTON: The All Blacks have dropped five
players in a 34-man squad named yesterday for the
upcoming Bledisloe Cup Tests against Australia.
Shannon Frizell, Dalton Papalii, Josh loane, Asafo
Aumua and Karl Tu'inukuafe all failed to make the cut,
denting their prospects of heading to Japan for the
Rugby World Cup later this year.

The players named Wednesday will face Australia in
the Bledisloe Cup opener in Perth on August 10, which
also doubles as a Rugby Championship match, and a
second Test in Auckland on August 17. The Wallabies
have nol won the Bledisloe since 2002 and All Blacks
coach Steve Hansen said the New Zealanders saw
retaining the trophy as second only to defending the
World Cup in their priorities for 2019.”Bledisloe Cup
Tests are always massive Tests,” he said. “We know that
the Wallabies will be confident after their win over
Argentina and desperate to win this first match, so
we're looking forward to getting to Perth and gelting
into our Tesl preparation.”

Star centre Sonny Bill Williams was named in the
squad but will miss the Perth Test as he plays domestic
rugby in a bid to overcome fitness issues. Fly-hall Josh
loane was not named in the squad but has been invited
Lo join the All Blacks’ training camp Lo further his devel-
opment. Hansen initially had a 39-man squad for the
opening Rugby Championship fixtures and will wield
the axe again next month when he unveils his 31-man
squad for the Rugby World Cup.

New Zealand:
Forwards: Dane Coles, Liam Coltman, Codie Taylor,
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BIRMINGHAM: Australia’s captain Tim Paine attends a press conference on the eve of the first Ashes
cricket test match between Australia and England at Edgbaston. —AFP

worked for them. In the words of the late Australia cap-
tain Richie Benaud, a hugely successful and sporling

skipper: “Captaincy is 90 percent luck and 10 percent
skill, but don’t try it without that 10 percent.” —AFP

WELLINGTON: New Zealand players stand around after their draw with South Africa during the Rugby
Championship match between New Zealand and South Africa at Westpac Stadium. —AFP

Owen Franks, Nepo Laulala, Joe Moody, Atu Moli,
Angus Ta’avao, Ofa Tuungafasi, Scoll Barrell, Patrick
Tuipulotu, Samuel Whitelock, Jackson Hemopo, Sam
Cane, Vaea Fifita, Luke Jacobson, Kieran Read (cap-
tain), Ardie Savea, Matt Todd.

Backs: T] Perenara, Aaron Smith, Brad Weber,
Beauden Barrelt, Richie Mo’unga, Jack Goodhue, Ngani
Laumape, Anton Lienert-Brown, Sonny Bill Williams,
Braydon Ennor, Jordie Barrett, George Bridge, Rieko
loane, Sevu Reece, Ben Smith. —AFP

Teen star Coco, top
seed Stephens
crash out of WTA

WASHINGTON: Coco Gauff, the
American teen who electrified
Wimbledon with a last-16 run, and US
top seed Sloane Stephens crashed out
Tuesday in round one of the WTA
Washington Open. Eighth-ranked
Stephens, the 2017 US Open champion,
lost to Sweden’s Rebecca Peterson 6-2,
7-5 while 15-year-old qualifier Gauff fell
to Kazakhslan's 84th-ranked Zarina Diyas
6-4, 6-2. “Every loss is something I learn
from,” Gaull said. “Overall it was a good
experience.”

The US Open women’s hardcourt
tuneup event lost its only top-10 entrant
in Stephens and its star attraction in
146th-ranked Gauff, whose loss came in
her first main-draw malch since she fell
to eventual champion Simona Halep at
Wimbledon. “I'm looking forward Lo the
US Open and hope I can make a good
resull there,” Gaulf said. “I'm going Lo
work on being more aggressive and
trusting myself a little more on the courl.”

Gaulff has been shocked at the whirl-
wind speed at which her life has changed
and that crowds still pack every seat to
waltch her. “I'm happy for all the support,”

said GaulT. “I thought it would seltle back
after a couple weeks but I guess people
are slill excited. “All this has changed so
quickly so it’s hard sometimes but having
the experience is definitely going to help
me for the US Open.”

Stephens, whose first WTA title came
at Washington in 2015, exited with one
win or less for the eighth time in 10 non-
Grand Slam starts this year. “I could have
played better,” said Stephens. “It was hot.
Tough condilions. Bul you know [rom
here only thing you can do is improve.”
Stephens, 26, split with coach Kamau
Murray in late 2018 after [our years
logether and has been guided by Sven
Groeneveld for the past two months.

“I've tried to have a good attitude and
let the chips fall where they may going
forward,” Stephens said. “We're starting
fresh. We've done pretty well. I need to
have fun and enjoy what I'm doing.”
Peterson collecled her first victory in
nine tries against a top-10 rival. “Fought
for every point that was out there,”
Pelerson said. “I stayed in the moment.”
Diyas dispatched the crowd favorite
before a packed second stadium. “I knew
there was going to be a big crowd and
they were going to support her so I was
ready for it. I was more aggressive. |
served belter. “She’s so voung bul she’s
really good. She’s so strong and she has a
big serve. She’s moving well. I think she’s
going Lo be very big in the future.”

‘Sky is the limit’

Gaull, who can't yel drive, has impressed
foes and friends alike. “She’s cool. She’s
locked in and ready Lo go,” said 40th-ranked
ATP pal Frances Tiafoe. “She will have a hell
of a career. The sky is the limil if she stays
focused.” US second seed Madison Keys —
ousted by US wildcard Hailey Baptiste 7-6
(7/4), 6-2 — was impressed at Gaulf’s poise
in Wimbledon's intense atmosphere.

“How she has handled it and how mature

WASHINGTON DC: Coco Gauff addresses the media during the Citi Open -
Preview at Rock Creek Tennis Center. —AFP

she is — she’s so wise beyond her years,”
Keys said. “I was just really impressed with
how well she handled herself on court. I'm
nol sure thal many of us could have done
so well. “Everyone knew she was a greal
plaver and that she could do a lot. The fact
she did it right off the bat was pretty
impressive.” Gauff is already a role model,
Keys saying: “It has been fun walching her
and reminding mysell I used Lo be thal
excited to play.” —AFP

set off for a tour of the West Indies with pressure
mounting on Shastri after the team were upset by New
Zealand in the World Cup semi-final.

According lo media reports, Moody, former New
Zealand coach Mike Hesson, Sri Lanka stalwart Mahela
Jayawardene, ex-India player Robin Singh and former
India manager and current Zimbabwe coach Lalchand
Rajput are all in contention with Shastri. It was also
widely reported that former Test player Pravin Amre

applied for a batting coach post, while South Africa’s
Jonty Rhodes is eyeing the fielding position.

While Shastri remains favorite and has an automatic
entry in the process, Singh told The Hindu newspaper
that after losing in the semi-finals in two straight World
Cups and the world T20 championship “a change could
be good for the side”. Shastri’s contract ended with the
World Cup but he and his support stall have been giv-
en a 45-day extension for the Wesl Indies Lour that

starts Saturday.

The post will be picked by the national board’s
Cricket Advisory Committee (CAC), comprising World
Cup winning caplain Kapil Dev, former head coach
Anshuman Gaekwad and ex-women’s team captain
Shantha Rangaswamy. Kohli had made his choice clear
before leaving for the West Indies, saying the team has
a “greal camaraderie” with the former India all-rounder
and will be “happy” if he continues. —AFP
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Real Madrid’s pre-season struggles
continue with loss to Tottenham

An enterprising and more aggressive Spurs team

MUNICH: Real Madrid’s disastrous pre-season continued
on Tuesday as they lost 1-0 to Tottenham in Munich. “Our
defeat was well deserved,” Real midfielder Tony Kroos
told German TV after the match. It’s true that we're not
quite in good shape.” In the second match of the evening,
Bayern Munich thrashed Fenerbahce 6-1.

Champions League runners up Tottenham will play
Bayern in the final. Real will have a chance o find winning
form run against a Turkish side that finished their game
against the host in disarray. For Spurs, Harry Kane scored
the only goal of the game with a delft finish after pouncing
on a disastrous pass by Marcello, who was trying to pre-
vent a throw in, after 22 minutes.

Humilialed 7-3 last week by Alletico Madrid, Real
could thank goalkeeper Keylor Navas, starting in place of
injured Thibaut Courtois, for preventing a heavier against
an enlerprising and more aggressive Spurs leam. Madrid
survived some goalmouth scares in the first half. After the
break, Dele Alli wenl close twice and 17-year-old Troy
Parrott hit the inside of the post. Zinedine Zidane’s team
have conceded 13 goals and lost three of their four warm-
up games. “We started off very badly, the opponent took
advantage of our mistakes,” said Kroos.

No real threat

With Gareth Bale, the source of turmoil in recent
weeks, left out of the squad for the trip to Munich and
James Rodriguez vel to start after returning from Bavern,
Real rarely threatened. Star summer recruil Eden Hazard
was invisible. Both teams will be in action again tomorrow.
Tottenham play the winner of the Tuesday’s second match,
between Bayern and Fenerbahce. Real will have the oppor-
tunity to make amends tomorrow against the loser.

Zidane's men then travel to Austria to face Salzburg on
August 6, then to Italy for a match against AS Rome, the
last friendly before the starting the Spanish league away to
Celta Vigo on August 17. In the late game, Bayern scored
five in the first half with two goals from Thomas Muller and

Evra reveals row
with United chief
Woodward

LONDON: Patrice Evra has revealed he threatened
Manchester United executive vice-chairman Ed
Woodward during a heated row over his future at the club
in 2014. Former France defender Evra retired from football
on Monday after a glittering carcer that included an eight-
vear spell with United. The left-back played for United
from 2006 Lo 2014, winning five Premier League lilles and
one Champions League crown among a host of honors.

But the 38-vear-old, who had a short-term deal with
West Ham last season, didn’t always enjoy a smooth ride at
Old Trafford. Evra had told Woodward he intended to
leave Uniled when his contract expired at the end of the
2013-14 season, but after initially accepting his decision,
Woodward announced he had triggered a one-year con-
tract extension against the player’s wishes.

Evra went ballistic and threatened Woodward when he
spoke to him about the deal. Two months later the
defender, then 33, joined Juventus for £1.2 million.”Before
the end of that scason Ed told me: ‘Patrice, you're going

Heat and lawsuits: A story of
European football clubs in Asia

W

MUNICH: Real Madrid’s Brazil midfielder Rodrygo (R) and Tottenham’s Argentinian midfielder Erik Lamela vie for the
ball during the Audi Cup football match between Real Madrid and Tottenham Hotspur. — AFP

one each from Renato Sanches, Leon Goretzka and
Kingsley Coman. “We played well from the beginning,”
said Mueller who completed his hat-trick in the second
half. “Fenerbahce made mistakes with our pressing. When

MARSEILLE: In this file photo taken on August 23, 2017 then
Marseille’s defender Patrice Evra holds a press conference
at the Velodrome Stadium. — AFP

Lo stay for another vear because we’ve gol an oplion in
your contract,” Evra told Sky Sports on Tuesday. “But I
told him I needed Lo leave because of [amily reasons. He
shook my hand and said he understood. Then in May [
was having dinner in Dubai on my birthday and had a
text from my agent.

“He told me to go somewhere quiet and sent me a mes-
sage with the statement from United saying they were
pleased to renew my contract for another year. I went

you come into the dressing room at half-time five goals
ahead, you necessarily feel good.”

Fenerbahce’s German international attacker Max Kruse
scored a late consolation goal. — AFP

mad, I was really disappointed. “I called Ed and swore on
the phone, even threatened him. He said I couldn't talk to
the director of football like that and that he was going to
fine me. “After that Ryan Giggs called and said I couldn’t
leave just because of one man, but it gave me an excuse
to leave. I'd already said to my wife we were going to
leave, but inside I didn’t ever really feel I could. That gave
me a little push.”

Evra’s revelation of the Woodward bust-up came on the
same day he admitled his success in football was inspired
by his humble childhood. “I had nothing. We had nothing.
But I was living as if I had everything,” Evra wrote in the
Players’ Tribune. “If I could tell you one secrel about my
life, this would be it. Anyone can be happy - anyone can
love this game. Without this mindset, my friend, I would
not be sitting here as a recently retired left back who
played for France, Juventus and Manchester United.

“I would probably still be sitting outside a shop in Paris,
begging for money to buy a sandwich. “I'm not joking.
When I grew up in Les Ulis, a commune in the Paris sub-
urbs, I was living with my parents and some of my broth-
ers and sisters. I have 24 of them. “So we were aboul a
dozen people in the same house. My father was providing
a lot of our income through his job as an ambassador.
“That’s what took our family from Senegal, where 1 was
born, to Brussels and then to Les Ulis. But when I was 10
he divorced my mother. He took the sofa and the TV and
even the chairs.” — AFP

SUZHOU: Huge entourages, heavy security
and demands for the sort of police protec-
tion normally reserved for heads of state
European football teams jetting across Asia
leave nothing to chance, but sometimes run
into problems anyway. The money-spinning
pre-season tours are a far cry from 30
years ago, when the likes of Manchester
United would play friendlies against local
sides, or at most hop over to Ireland.

United, now a global brand, sent staff to
Shanghai several times ahead of last week’s
friendly against Toltenham to ensure that
the Hongkou Stadium pitch was up to
scratch. Paris Saint-Germain dispatched a
chef ahead of the team’s arrival in each
location in Asia to check that the food
adheres to the players’ strict pre-season
diets. Securily which usually means
keeping away overzealous fans — has
been a primary concern for the clubs fan-
ning out across Asia this month.

Manchester City coach Pep Guardiola
was accompanied by a beely member of
security as he made the short walk to the
team coach inside the bowels of Nanjing
Olympic Stadium. Autograph and selfie-
hunters were left empty-handed. City’s
guarded approach — their security detail
was never far away — angered China’s
state news agency Xinhua, which accused
City of an “attitude of arrogance”.
Guardiola retorted: “Maybe one journalist
is a little bit upset, I don’t know why, but
it’s far away [rom whal is reality.”

‘No vacation’

When it comes to accommodation for
Cily, United, Paris Saint-Germain, Juventus
and the rest, it is only the best. Guardiola
and his expensively assembled squad —
plus dozens of club staflf — took over the
exclusive, 130-room Banvan Tree hotel in
Shanghai. Rooms at the self-styled “urban
retreal in the cily’s most scenic location”
start at nearly 2,000 yuan a night ($300).

PSG brought a heaving delegation of
120 people for their trip to Shenzhen,
Macau and Suzhou, among them ecight
security personnel with walkie-talkies and
al least two cooks in club-crested chel

uniforms. While in the Chinese city of
Suzhou for Tuesday’s 3-0 win over Sydney
FC, PSG pilched up at the deluxe Fairmont
Yangcheng Lake hotel. However, the
Irench champions’ midfielder Julian
Draxler said that being holed up in a hotel
— no matter how swanky could be
“quite boring”.

Throw in training in fierce heat, and
media and commercial duties, and Draxler
said it was no holiday. The 25-year-old
German World Cup winner told AFP that
he was happy to be in China and meet
Chinese fans, but conceded: “Honestly,
when we are in pre-season, we see the
hotel, the plane, the bus and the pitches.
“It’s not like we go out and try some
restaurants or go shopping.” In China,
because of internet restrictions, players
have nol been able to while away the hours
on social media or read news from back
home — which Newcastle United’s young
goalkeeper Ireddiec Woodman said was a
blessing.

‘Survival’ for Guardiola

The visits — Singapore, Japan, South
Korea and Australia were also on some
itineraries — are ultimately about creating
profits and goodwill, but not every visit has
ended well. According to South Korean
media, demands from Juventus to have a
police escort — normally reserved for vis-
iting heads of state — were refused.
Juvenlus arrived al the stadium for an exhi-
bition match in Seoul 15 minutes after kick-
off, delaying the game by an hour, after
their plane from China landed late.

The Italian champions then riled fans by
keeping star attraction Cristiano Ronaldo
on the bench. More than 2,000 South
Koreans plan to sue the sports agency
involved. There is little teams can do about
temperatures touching 40 degrees (104F),
heavy rain, jet lag, traffic and flight delays.
Bad weather saw PSG stuck in Suzhou on
Wednesday morning, while City’s flight to
China was delayed by two days because of
a paperwork problem. When they finally
arrived, Guardiola hardly looked delighted.
“It’s survival,” he grimaced. — AFP
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TACOMA: Allie Long #6 (L) and Megan Rapinoe #15 of Seattle Reign FC are celebrated
by the City of Tacoma for their 2019 World Cup victory for the United Sates Women’s
National Soccer Team prior to taking on the Chicago Red Stars during their game at
Cheney Stadium. — AFP

USWNT right
to pursue equal
pay: Men’s union

LOS ANGELES: The union representing
players on the US men’s football team
Tuesday slammed “false accounting” used
by US Soccer president Carlos Cordeiro in
claiming the federation had paid women
players more than men. Cordeiro made the
claim on Monday in an open letter to fed-
eration members, with mediation looming
in a federal lawsuit brought by players on
the women’s team that accuses the federa-
tion of “institutionalized gender discrimina-
tion” that includes inequitable compensa-
tion when compared to players on the
men'’s national team.

“This is more of the same from a feder-
ation that is constantly in disputes and liti-
gation and focuses on increasing revenue
and profits withoul any idea how lo use
that money to grow the sporl,” the men’s
players’ union statement said. “The
women'’s national team players deserve
equal pay and are right to pursue a legal
remedy from the courts or Congress.” The

issue was cenler stage as the Uniled States
triumphed in the Women’s World Cup in
France in July, chants of “equal pay” raining
down on the champions after they defeated
the Netherlands in the final.

Lawvyers for the women players filed a
lawsuit on March 8 demanding equal pay
and conditions to their less successful male
counterparts. US lawmakers have pro-
posed legislation that would block federal
funding for the 2026 Men’s World Cup —
Lo be hosted jointly by the United Slates,
Mexico and Canada — until the federation
pays its women’s national team “fair and
equitable wages.”

Cordeiro said Monday that, in fact,
women players were paid $34.1 million by
the federation from 2010 to 2018 in
salaries and bonuses — including National
Women's Soccer League salaries for
national team members — while members
of the men’s national leam were paid $26.4
million over the same period. The figures
did not include bonuses received by US
Soccer from FIFA for World Cup perform-
ances because, Cordeiro said, the federa-
tion couldn’t be held responsible for the
disparity in those sums. When the bonuses
are included, members of the men’s team
carned a combined $41 million between
2010 and 2018, while the women received
$39.7 million. — AFP

Rooney’s future
is in MLS ahead
of All-Star clash

ORLANDO: Wayne Rooney stressed Tuesday that
his future remains in Major League Soccer amid
new suggestions his family are unsettled in
Washington and want him to return to England
before his current contract expires. The former
England and Manchester United forward bristled
when asked about stories circulating in England
that wife Coleen has demanded he quits North
America when his current DC United contract
expires at the end of 2021.

Rooney, in Orlando ahead of Wednesday’s MLS
All-Star match against Atletico Madrid, says he
has started work on his coaching badges and
admits he wants to follow the likes of new Chelsea
coach Frank Lampard and make the transition
from player to manager. The striker signed a
three-and-a-half year deal last summer following
his move from Everton. But when asked by AFP if
his wife has put down demands for him to quit
football for the sake of his family, Rooney
snapped: “Is that what was in the media? That my
wife has got her own way?

“Those reports are a bit far fetched. I'm con-
centrating on playing for DC United and trying to
get them into the playoffs. “I haven’t thought
about anything beyond that. “I am a bit tired as I
left on Tuesday morning at 4am to come to
Orlando but I feel in good shape.” Rooney has
enjoyed his spell in MLS, scoring 23 goals in 42
appearances.

At the age of 33, however, the Liverpool-born
star knows his playing career won't last forever.
“Coaching is something which I have thought
aboul for a long time,” Rooney said. “I'm in the
process now of going through my badges. It
would be a shame for me to finish playing and just
walk away from the game. “I have a desire to go
into management and hopefully the right opportu-
nity will come up.”

Rooney will team with fellow European star
Zlatan Ibrahimovich and Carlos Vela, the Mexcian
forward and current MLS goals leader, against an
Atletico side boasting the likes of Spanish interna-
tional Diego Costa and Portuguese wonderkid
Joao Felix. LA Galaxy forward Ibrahimovich, 37,
gave the impression of someone who would rather
be resting than taking part in an exhibition game
in the searing Florida heat and humidity.

The Swede, however, undoubtedly loves the
limelight, telling AFP: “It's a game which has to be
played. It's important for MLS. This is their global
window to play against a fantastic team like
Aletico, but I just hope no one gets injured. “All of
our players have important games to come in our
own season. We're over halfway through now. “I'm
enjoying it in MLS though. I just how consider how
my body feels. If I feel good, I'll continue to play.
“What do I want to do after I finish playing? I don’t
know. My whole life has been football.” — AFP

FIFA, UEFA in
fresh call for
Saudi action on
pirate broadcaster

PARIS: FIFA, UEFA and several of the world’s top
football leagues yesterday renewed calls for the
Saudi government to crack down on alleged piracy
ol television rights by the “beoutQ” network. FIFA
and UEFA were joined by the English Premier
League, Spain’s La Liga, the German Bundesliga,
Italy’s Serie A and the Asian Foolball Confederation
to “collectively condemn in the strongest possible
terms the ongoing theft of our intellectual property
by the pirate broadcaster known as ‘beoutQ’”.

They also called “on the authorities in Saudi
Arabia to support us in ending the widespread and
flagrant breaches of our intellectual property rights
taking place in the country”. The collective have
been working since May 2018 to monitor and com-
pile evidence against beoulQ, whose broadcasts
they said were “regularly and on an industrial scale
made available on an illegal basis”.

“Following thorough analysis by technical
experts of how beoutQ operates from a technical
perspeclive, we are satisfied that beoutQ is operat-
ing specifically to targel customers in Saudi Arabia
and is utilizing the facilities of at least one Saudi
Arabia-based enlily.” However, the colleclive have
been unable to find a Saudi law firm willing Lo act
on their behalf. “As copyright holders we have
reached the conclusion, regrettably, that it is now
nol possible to retain legal counsel in Saudi Arabia
which is willing or able to act on our behalf in filing
a copyright complaint against beoutQ,” a statement
released by FIFA said.

“We feel we have now exhausted all reasonable
options for pursuing a formal copyright claim in
Saudi Arabia and see no alternative bul to pursue
beoutQ and a solution to this very serious problem
of piracy by other means.” It added: “Given the
scale of beoutQ’s piracy in Saudi Arabia and that
the piracy continues unabated, we request that the
(Culture and Information) Ministry and the Saudi
Government take swift and decisive action against
beoutQ.” — AFP
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IAAF hails ‘clarity’
after Semenya ruling

Root and Paine’s different
routes to Ashes captaincy

Real Madrid’s pre-season struggles
continue with loss to Tottenham
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BIRMINGHAM: England’s captain Joe Root (L) and Australia’s captain Tim Paine hold the urn containing the Ashes on the eve of the first Ashes cricket test match between Australia and England at Edgbaston. — AFP

Cricket’s oldest rivalry: Ashes begins to

]

England seek a ‘double’ as Australia eye Ashes history

dy

BIRMINGHAM: England return to ‘Fortress Edgbaston’
for the first Test against Australia today looking Lo round
off an already memorable season by completing a World
Cup and Ashes double. If the World Cup remains the pin-
nacle of the 50-over game, for England and Australia
there’s nothing quite like a renewal of Test cricket’s oldest
rivalry. Bul now there’s arguably more at stake for both
sides than the series result.

For England, a home season billed as the most impor-
tant in a generation started brilliantly with their impres-
sive run to a first men’s World Cup title. International
crickel in Brilain emerged [rom behind its satellite televi-
sion paywall for the first time since the celebrated 2005
Ashes so that millions could watch England’s nerve-
shredding Super Over win against New Zealand at Lord’s
carlier this month.

Building on that groundswell of support is a key part
of the England and Wales Cricket Board’s post-tourna-
ment strategy. Regaining the Ashes represents an ideal

chance lo keep those new followers on board, even if
none of the five Tests are on free-to-air television. For
Auslralia, an Ashes series win under the dignified leader-
ship of Tim Paine would help draw a line under the ball-
tampering scandal in South Alrica that led to long bans
for former captain Steve Smith, David Warner and
Cameron Bancroft.

All three batsmen are likely Lo feature al Edgbaston,
with Bancroft set to hear the same booing that greeted
Smith and Warner during the World Cup. Australia have
nol won an Ashes in England for 19 years, with their bats-
men struggling against the heavily stitched Dukes ball on
pitches that offer seam movement. Yet the first Test will
be Australia’s opening first-class match of the tour,
although the likes of Bancroft, who has been captaining
English county side Durham, have recent experience of
local conditions.

The way an England side featuring several World Cup
slars were dismissed for just 85 by Ireland al Lord’s last

week before winning the first Test between the countries
tells its own story of ongoing top-order woes. England
caplain Joe Root plans to move back to number three to
help shore up a top order featuring novice Surrey open-
ers Rory Burns and Jason Roy. James Anderson, England’s
all-time leading Test wickel-taker, is set to return from a
calf injury to lead an attack that could feature World Cup
hero Jofra Archer.

‘Keep the energy going’

Auslralia, meanwhile, are poised to put their faith in a
rapid four-man attack featuring James Pattinson and Pat
Cummins. Several of England’s World Cup winners
appeared jaded against Ireland but Anderson, who no
longer plays one-day internationals and so was not involved
in that success, hopes he can revive any flagging spirits.

“For some of us this is the start of our international
summer and it's our job to keep the energy going as a
team,” said Anderson, 37 on Tuesday. With runs expected

Lo be at premium while the bowlers hold sway, England
will hope all-rounders such as Ben Stokes, restored to the
vice-caplaincy, can again make valuable contributions
with the bat. Australia have not won at Edgbaston in any
format since 2001, a run that includes their recent World
Cup semi-final loss to England, when Roy made a
sparkling 85.

England, by contrast, have won their last 11 interna-
tionals at the raucous Birmingham ground. But a congest-
ed schedule, the result of officials cramming an Ashes into
the same season as a lengthy World Cup, could have a
bigger bearing on the series, the first in the ICC's new
World Test Championship. “I really believe it’s a big ask
for the fast bowlers on both sides to play five Tests in six
weeks,” said Australia greal Steve Waugh, the viclorious
captain in the 2001 Ashes, who is mentoring the current
squad. “Depth in the squad will be important but I hon-
estly think if I was a betting man I wouldn't back either
side because I don’t know who's going Lo win.” — AP

The Ashes:

Three key
battles

LONDON: World Cup winners England
are switching their focus lo regaining the
Ashes, with Australia desperate to beat
their oldest enemy away [rom home for
the first time since 2001. AFP Sport looks
al three key ballles in the five-Tesl series
that starts at Edgbaston today:

Warner v Roy

Both England and Australia have bats-
men al the top of the order with the abili-
ty to dictate the pace of an innings and
with something to prove. Australia’s David
Warner, who had an impressive World
Cup campaign, is resuming his Test
career after serving a ban for his part in
last year’s ball-tampering scandal in
South Alfrica.

Warner, 32, who has scored 21 Test
centuries, has the knack of quickly taking
the game away from the opposition and
England will be desperate to get him ecar-
ly.Jason Roy, 29, has played a single Test,
againsl Ireland last week, after 84 one-
day internationals for England and will be

keen to show he can bring his swashbuck-
ling style into the Test arena.

But Australia paceman Josh Hazlewood
has warned him that Test cricket is a dif-
ferent ball game [rom the frenetic limited-
overs formal. “We'll see how Roy goes in
Test cricket,” said Hazlewood. “He has
only played one Test match and it’s a lot
different opening the batting in a Test than
a one-day game, thal’s [or sure.”

Smith v Root

When Australia and England last mel,
in Australia in 2017-18, Steve Smith and
Joe Root were the opposing skippers.
Since then, Smith has been stripped of
the captaincy and he is preparing for his
first Test ouling since being banned over
last year’s ball-tampering incident. Smith,
like Warner subjected to some rough
treatment from the English crowds dur-
ing the World Cup, will feel he has some-
thing to prove.

Averaging an eye-catching 61.37 in 64
Tests, with 23 centuries, Smith is still the
main man for Australia and he scored a
total of 687 runs when the teams last met,
hitling three centuries in five Tests. Rools
Test average has dipped below 50 but he
remains one of most feared players in the
game and England’s finest balsmen, with
16 Test centuries under his belt.

The Yorkshireman is moving back up to

number three Lo boost England’s strug-
gling top order. Since Root dropped a
place during the India series last year,
several options have been tried, including
Moeen Ali, Jonny Bairstow and Joe Denly.
But none has settled the debate and now
Rool is ready lo return to a posilion from
which he scored his Test-best 254 against
Pakistan in 2016.

English guile v Australian pace

England have a new weapon in pace-
man Jolra Archer bul the key Lo their
Ashes bowling attack will be veteran
opening bowlers James Anderson and
Stuart Broad. Anderson and Broad, with
more than 1,000 Test wickets between
them, lack the sheer pace Lo [righten bals-
men but are masters of exploiting English
conditions with swing.

Australia, on the other hand, have a bat-
Lery ol fast bowlers who could inflict real
damage on England’s fragile top-order.
“Australia have bowlers who can blast you
away — Pal Cummins, Mitchell Starc,
James Pattinson and Josh Hazlewood,” said
former England paceman Steve Harmison.
“But if they don’t get it quite right they can
go al six an over. Broad and Anderson will
very rarely go al six an over. “They’ll be
down on pace compared to the opposition,
but they’ll have tolal control of what
they're doing.” — AFP

Klopp, Salah
head nominations
for FIFA Best
awards

PARIS: Liverpool coach Jurgen Klopp and
three players — Mohamed Salah, Sadio
Mane and Virgil van Dijk — headed nomina-
tions released released for the FIFA Best
awards that will be presented in Milan on
September 23. Klopp led Liverpool, and that
vital trio of players, to the Champions League
trophy and also second place to Manchester
City in the Premier League.

Juventus’ Cristiano Ronaldo and
Barcelona’s Lionel Messi also make the short-
list for the men’s award along with PSG’s
Kylian Mbappe, Tottenham’s Harry Kane,
Belgian Eden Hazard and Dutch duo Frenkie
de Jong and Matthijs de Ligt. American Alex
Morgan and coach Jill Ellis will be favoriles
for the female player and women’s coach
awards after spearheading the USA to the
women'’s World Cup title in France last month.

The Best FIFA Men’s Player
Cristiano Ronaldo (POR/Juventus);
Irenkie de Jong (NED/Ajax/Barcelona);

Matthijs de Ligt (NED/Ajax/Juventus); Eden
Hazard (BEL/Chelsea/Real Madrid); Harry
[Cane (ENG/Tottenham); Sadio Mane
(SEN/Liverpool); Kylian Mbappe (FRA/Paris

Saint-Germain); Lionel Messi
(ARG/Barcelona); Mohamed  Salah
(EGY/Liverpool);  Virgil van Dijk
(NED/Liverpool)

The Best FIFA Women'’s Player

Lucy Bronze (ENG/Lyon); Julie Erlz
(USA/Chicago Red Stars); Caroline Graham
Hansen (NOR/Wolfsburg/Barcelona); Ada
Hegerberg (NOR/Lyon); Amandine Henry
(FRA/Lyon); Sam Kerr (AUS/Chicago Red
Stars/Perth  Glory); Rose Lavelle
(USA/Washington Spirit); Vivianne Miedema
(NED/Arsenal); Alex Morgan (USA/Orlando
Pride); Megan Rapinoe (USA/Reign FC);
Wendie Renard (FRA/Lyon); Ellen White
(ENG/Birmingham City/Manchester City)

The Best FIFA Men'’s Coach

Djamel Belmadi (ALG/Algerian nalional
team); Didier Deschamps (FRA/French nation-
al team); Marcelo Gallardo (ARG/River Plate);
Ricardo Gareca (ARG/Peruvian national
team); Pep Guardiola (ESP/Manchester City);
Jurgen Klopp (GER/Liverpool); Mauricio
Pochettino (ARG/Toltenham); Fernando
Santos (POR/Porluguese national team); Erik
ten Hag (NED/Ajax): Tite (BRA/Brazilian
national team). — AFP
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