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US ends Iran oil import waivers;
Guards threaten to shut Hormuz

Washington vows to sanction allies * Trump: Saudi Arabia will make up for supply *Netanyahu hails move

Lawmakers demand
probe into issue of
forged citizenships

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: A number of lawmakers pressed yes-
Llerday for the formation of a commillee Lo launch
an invesligatlion into claims that thousands of
Kuwaitis obtained their citizenship through illegal
means. MP Omar Al-Tabtabaei went a step fur-
ther by threatening to hold the prime minister to
account over the highly sensitive issue.

Tabtabaci strongly criticized the government
for paying no attention to a proposal filed last
week in the Assembly to form this commiltee, as
only eight members voted for the proposal. He
said that there are claims that as many as 80,000
people had obtained citizenship through forgery
and did not qualify for it.

Continued on Page 24

MP calls for PUBG ban

KUWAIT: MP Ahmad Al-Fadhel called for banning
video games which “incite violence”, ciling a similar
move by the Iraqi parliament. “What they did was
based on international studies that proved that some
games instill violent behaviors in children, so I decided
to make a proposal in this regard,” he said. He said the
proposal calls on the communications ministry to take
measures Lo ban games such as PUBG, Fortnite and
others. Iraqi media have alleged that addiction to play-
ing PUBG had caused marital disputes and even
divorces. —A Saleh

L
Visa transfer exemption

KUWAIT: An official source at the manpower authority
said the authority exempts expats from the ban on trans-
ferring their residencies from small projects to the pri-
vate sector if a worker initially transferred to a small
company locally. The source said the decision banning
the residency transfer from small projects applies to
workers that were brought from their countries to work
in small enterprises, adding such workers cannot transfer
to the private sector and are only allowed to transfer to
other companies in the small projects sector.— A Saleh

|
Arabs pledge $100m to Palestinians

CAIRO: The Arab League has pledged to pay $100
million a month to the Palestinian Authority to plug the
gap left when Israel blocked tax transfers earlier in
the year. “We confirm that Arab countries will support
the Palestinian state’s budget... (to) resist the political
and financial pressure it faces,” the League said
Sunday following a meeting in Cairo. The Arab
League’s move comes as the Trump administration
prepares to unveil a much-touted “Deal of the
Cenlury” for peace belween the Palestinians and
Israel. But the League said the deal “will not succeed
in achieving long-lasting and comprehensive peace in
the Middle East”. — AFP

|
Saudis arrest 13 after IS attack

RIYADH: Saudi authorities arrested 13 suspects yes-
terday, a day after an attack claimed by the Islamic
Stale group on a securily services base north of the
capital, state media said. Saudi Press Agency, quoting
a state security spokesman, said the arrests were part
of an investigation by authorities into “terrorist” activ-
ities. Authorities arrested 13 “terrorist” suspects who
were “preparing to carry out criminal activities
against the securily of the country”, the agency said.
SPA said four men who attacked Sunday a security
services base in the province of Zulfi, northwest of the
capital Rivadh, were all Saudi citizens. — AFP

WASHINGTON: The United States said
veslerday it would stlart imposing sanc-
lions on [riends such as India that buy
Iranian oil, in its latest aggressive step Lo
counter Tehran that could jeopardize US
relationships. One targeted country,
Turkey, vowed lo defy the US demands
which sent global crude prices spiraling
higher, although President Donald Trump
tweeled thal his close ally Saudi Arabia
would “more than make up” for decreases
in Iranian oil.

In seeking to reduce Iran’s oil exports
to zero, the Trump administration is tar-
geling the country’s top revenue maker in
its latest no-holds-barred move to crush
the economy and scale back the clerical
regime’s influence. “The Trump adminis-
tration and our allies are determined to

Kuwaitis urged
to leave Lanka
immediately

KUWAIT/COLOMBO: The Kuwaiti
Embassy in Sri Lanka urged citizens in the
country to leave immediately until security
condilions became slable, following Lerror-
ist blasts against churches and hotels that
killed and wounded hundreds of people. It
said in a statement its call on Kuwaiti citi-
zens Lo leave Sri Lanka was for their own
safely. It added it was ready Lo offer assis-
tance Lo citizens if they needed help.
Meanwhile, Sri Lanka said yesterday it
believed a local Islamist extremist group

Ghanem hails
ties with Russia

MOSCOW: Kuwail and Russia’s [riendly
relationship needs to be taken to the
heights of partnership and integration,
Kuwait’s chief lawmaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem told Russia’s upper house yes-
terday. Bilateral relations between the
Lwo nalions, which began in 1963, have
been “distinguished” in spite of the diffi-
culties due to the Cold War period, which
polarized nations in East or West camps,
said the National Assembly Speaker.
Ghanem’s three-day visit, in response
to Federation Council Chairwoman
Valentina Matviyenko’s invitation, comes

Iran, Pakistan
to set up border
‘reaction force’

sustain and expand the maximum eco-
nomic pressure campaign against Iran lo
end the regime’s destabilizing activity
threatening the United States, our part-
ners and allies and security in the Middle
East,” the White House said in announc-
ing its move.

An Iranian oil ministry source vesler-
day said Tehran is prepared for the US
decision to end waivers granted to buyers
of Iranian crude, as the Revolulionary
Guards repeated their threat to close the
strategic Strait of Hormuz, Iranian media
reported. The US will fail to cut Iranian oil
exports to zero, the semi-official Tasnim
news agency yesterday quoted an
unnamed Iranian oil ministry source as
saying. Iran’s Foreign Ministry was quol-
ed as saying that the waivers have no val-

was behind deadly suicide bomb blasts
that killed nearly 300 people, as it ordered
a nalional slate ol emergency beginning
midnight. Government spokesman Rajitha
Senaratne said investigators were looking
al whether the National Thowheeth
Jama’ath (N'TJ) group had “international
support” for the deadly Easter Sunday
allacks on churches and luxury hotels. So
far, 24 people have been arrested in con-
nection with the attacks, but no details
have been given about them.

Little is known about the NTJ, but
documents seen by AFP show Sri
Lanka’s police chiel issued a warning on
April 11, saying a “foreign intelligence
agency” had reported the group was
planning attacks on churches and the
Indian high commission.

Continued on Page 24

to generate “more solid and deeper-
rooted” relations, he said. “I am not
speaking about relations that are just
political, economic or related to energy
cooperation. I am talking about cultural,
art-related, academic and sports-related
lies. We want Lo learn from Russia’s soft
power, from its universities, scientific and
educational institutions, from its sports
and youth-related institutions,” he added,
mentioning his admiration of the great
works of Russian writers and thinkers like
Tolstoy, Pushkin and Chekhov.

The chief lawmaker lamented the
“obstacles, lack of cohesion and misun-
derstandings due to distance and inac-
curate portrayals” between Russia and
the Arab region.

Continued on Page 24

\

ue, but because of the practical negative
effects of the sanctions, it has been in
touch with foreign partners and will “act
accordingly”.

Eight governments were initially given
six-month reprieves from the unilateral
sanctions on Iranian oil imposed last year
by the Uniled Slates. They include India,
which has warm lies with Washington but
disagrees on the US insistence that Iran is
a threat. New Delhi has been working with
Iran on a seaport in hopes of circumvent-
ing Pakistan, home Lo virulently anti-Indian
militants. Other countries that will be
affected include China and Turkey, opening
up new [riction in contentious relationships
il the Uniled Slales goes ahead with sanc-
tlions over buying Iranian oil.

Continued on Page 24

WASHINGTON: US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo speaks during a press conference at
the US Department of State yesterday. — AFP

MOSCOW: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem speaks in Russia’s

upper house yesterday.— KUNA

Ukraine leaps into
unknown; Amir

TEHRAN: Iran and Pakistan will set up a joint border
“reaction force” [ollowing deadly attacks on their fron-
tier, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani announced ves-
lerday after talks with visiting Pakistani Prime Minister
Imran Khan. “We agreed to create a joint rapid reaction
force at the borders for combaltting terrorism,” Rouhani
Ltold a joinl news conference, following months of
increased tensions over attacks on both sides of the
frontier.

The border skirts the volatile southeastern Iranian
province of Sistan-Baluchistan which has been the
scene of frequent attacks on Iran’s security forces.
Khan'’s visit to Iran, the first since he took office last
year, comes afler gunmen who Islamabad says were
based in Iran killed 14 members of Pakistan’s security
forces last week in its own Balochistan province.

“The security chiel will sit down with his counter-
part here and discuss (securily) cooperation,” I(han
said, although no delails were given on the joint force.
“We trust that both countries will not have terrorist
aclivilies [rom their soil ... We will not allow any dam-
age Lo your counlry [rom our soil,” said the Pakistani
premier who started a two-day visit on Sunday.

In March, Rouhani demanded Pakistan act “decisive-
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TEHRAN: Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei

meets Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan in the presence
of Iranian President Hassan Rouhani yesterday. — AFP

ly against anti-Iranian terrorists”, following a February
13 attack that killed 27 members of the elite
Revolutionary Guards in Sistan-Baluchistan. Iran has
said a Pakistani suicide bomber was behind the attack,
claimed by Jaish al-Adl (Army of Justice), which Tehran
says operales mostly out of bases in Pakistan. On
Saturday, Islamabad said it had evidence the “lerrorist
oulfits” that carried oul the altack in Balochistan had
“training and logistic camps inside Iranian areas bor-
dering Pakistan”. Islamist as well as ethnic Baloch sepa-
ratists operate in Balochistan, Pakistan’s poorest
province.

Continued on Page 24

sends congratulations

KIEV: Ukraine leapt into
the unknown yeslerday
after comedian Volodymyr
Zelensky was elected presi-
dent on promises of change
bul with just a vague blue-
print of what he might do
as leader. Zelensky, whose
previous experience in the
}\'orld of polit.ics was play:
ing the president on TV,
trounced incumbent Petro
Poroshenko in a stinging rebuke to the establishment
fuelled by anger over war and social injuslice.
Ukrainians looked to the future with hope and anxiety
after the performer took 73 percent of the vole on
Sunday, according to nearly complete official results.
The star of “Servant of the People”, a sitcom now
in its third season, has vowed to pursue the pro-
European course set out by his predecessor. But
Zelensky has also said he wants to improve ties with
archenemy Russia.

Continued on Page 24
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and Mauritania’s President Mohamed Ould Abd Aziz attend a ceremony to sign a number of agreements between Kuwait and Mauritania
yesterday. — Amiri Diwan photos
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His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah welcomes the President of Mauritania

Mohamed Ould Abd Aziz.
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His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with the President of Mauritania

Mohamed Ould Abd Aziz.

Amir receives Mauritanian president;
Kuwait, Mauritania sign four agreements

Deals signed on media, culture, art and environment cooperation

fmiie” i i, Y

Kuwait’s Minister of State for Economic Affairs Mariam Al-Ageel and
Mauritanian Minister of Environment and Sustainable Development
Amedi Camara exchange agreements after signing them.

Kuwait keen on
exerling efforts
to confront

catastrophes:
Jarallah

KUWAIT: Deputy Foreign Minister
KKhaled Al-Jarallah said yeslerday that
Kuwail is keen out of its religious, moral
and humanitarian responsibilities to work
on the repercussions of every major
humanitarian disasters around the world,
especially in the Arab region. This came in
a speech delivered by Al-Jarallah on behalf

of the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister il L
of Foreign Alfairs Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
received al Bayan Palace veslerday the
President of Mauritania Mohamed Ould
Abd Aziz and his accompanying delega-
tion. His Highness the Amir headed the
IKuwaili side during an official meeling
with the Mauritanian President, held in
altendance of Acting Prime Minister and
Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and senior state
officials from both counties. During the
meeling, both sides discussed issues of
mutual concern, bilateral relations, and
ways Lo enhance cooperation between
Kuwait and Mauritania in all fields, said
Minister of Amiri Diwan Alffairs Sheikh
Ali Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah. His Highness the
Amir and a hosl of senior government
officials had received the distinguished
guesl at the airport upon his arrival ear-
lier yesterday on an official visil.

Four agreements
Kuwait and Mauritania signed a number
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KUWAIT: A group photo of participants of the 44th meeting of Arab Organization for Red

s

ol agreements in the presence of His
Highness the Amir and the Mauritanian
President. On behalf of Kuwait and
Mauritania government’s, Acting Prime
Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh
Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and
Mauritanian Minister of Foreign Affairs and
Cooperation Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed
signed media cooperation agreement, cul-
tural and art agreement in addition to a
Memorandum of Understanding for
mutual cooperation in the field of mutual
aclivities between the two countries min-
istries. On behalf of the two countries
governmenl’s, Kuwail Minister of Stale
for Economic Affairs Mariam Al-Aqeel
and Maurilanian Minister of Environment
and Sustainable Development Amedi
Camara also signed the agreemenl on
environment and sustainable develop-
menl cooperation. Later yesterday, His
Highness the Amir held a luncheon in
honor of the visiling Maurilanian
President and the delegation accompany-
ing him at Bayan Palace. — KUNA
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Kuwait’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, and Mauritanian Minister of

Foreign Affairs and Cooperation Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed shake
hands after signing an agreement.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets
with Tunisian Ambassador to Kuwait Ahmad Al-Saghir. — Amiri Diwan photo

Amir receives
letter from

the attacks on hotels and churches in
the capital Colombo, and resulted in
scores of casualties and injuries. In
the cable, His Highness the Amir

Hamad Al-Sabah, at the opening of the
44th meeting of Arab Organization for Red
Crescent and Red Cross. Jarallah added
that Kuwait hosted many donors confer-
ences and presided over many others, and
had contributed in providing generous
humanilarian aid, which was reflected by
UN account in naming it a center for
humanitarian work and on His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah as a humanitarian leader, due to its
faith in its work, and solid principles in
strengthening humanitarian work globally.
Jarallah noted, “we live in a geographical
environment whose borders have included
conflicts and clashes that have resulted in
killings, ruins, and thousands of displaced
people, as a consequences have created
unprecedented humanitarian disasters in
our contemporary world.” The diplomat
praised the role played by such institutions
like the Crescent and the Red Cross soci-
elies, stressing thal “these instilutions have
a prominent role in confronting such disas-
ters, and worked lo ease the sulfering of

Crescent and Red Cross. — KUNA

those affected by them, through united
work belween you and your government
which contributed into establishing shel-
ters for the displaced, feeding the hungry,
and relief for those affected.”

Meanwhile, Kuwait Red Crescent
Society (KRCS) Chief Dr Hilal Al-Sayer
expressed in a similar speech readiness to
provide all humanitarian and relief assis-
tance through cooperation and coordina-
tion with humanitarian partners in Sri
Lanka, to help ecase the suffering of all vic-
lims by the lerrorist altack, which resulted
in killing more than 200 people and injur-
ing 500 others. Sayer added Kuwait is
proud of its humanitarian and reliefl work
to disaster-prone or man-made disasters
under the guidance of His Highness the
Amir who is also the Honorable President
of KRCS. Sayer also pointed oul to the
importance of cooperation double efforts
between associations and bodies con-

cerned with humanitarian work to serve
the Arab peoples, especially the current
situation and conflicts that have resulted in
large numbers of displaced persons and
refugees.

Meanwhile, the President of Arab Red
Crescent and Cross Organizalion (ARCO)
Dr Saleh Al-Suhaibani said that organiza-
tion is encourages to strengthen communi-
cation and coordination between Arab
national humanitarian societies and other
associations as well as international organ-
izations to continue their noble humanitari-
an role regionally and in the inlernalional
arena. Suhaibani added that his organiza-
tion is exerling efforts Lo molivale a
humanitarian media role in support of
humanitarian work by the General
Secretariat of ARCO, through the launch of
an clectronic database for media and
media professionals interested in humani-
tarian information. —KUNA

Tunisian
president

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah received a lelter yesterday
from Tunisian President Beji Caid
Iissebsi, focusing on means Lo bolster
bilateral relations, as well as an invita-
tion to visil Tunisia. Tunisian
Ambassador to Kuwait Ahmad Al-
Saghir handed the letter Lo His
Highness the Amir during a reception
allended by Minister of Amiri Diwan
Alfairs Sheikh Ali Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah.

In other news, His Highness the
Amir senl a cable Lo head of the
Catholic Church and sovereign of the
Vatican City State Pope Francis,
expressing deepest condolences over

affirmed Kuwail’s strong condemna-
tion of such heinous terror attacks
that go against teachings of faiths, as
well as human values. His Highness
Lthe Amir conveyed senliments of
sympathy towards the families of the
victims, as well as praying for the
swilt recovery of those injured. His
Highness the Crown Prince and His
Highness the Prime Minister sent sim-
ilar cables.

Also yeslerday, His Highness the
Amir sent a cable to Colombian
President Ivan Duque Marquez over
the viclims ol a landslide triggered by
heavy rains in the southwestern
Colombian province of Cauca. In the
cable, His Highness the Amir wished
mercy Lo the deceased and swifll
recovery Lo the injured. Cables of
similar senliments were sent by His
Highness the Crown Prince and His
Highness the Prime Minister to the
Colombian president. — KUNA
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‘Serious suspicions’ in corruption
case watchdog sent to prosecution

Manpower authority eyes KD 608.3 million budget for 2019/2020

By Meshaal Al-Enezi and A Saleh

KUWAIT: Spokesman of Kuwait’'s Public Anti-
Corruption Authority (Nazaha) Mohammad Buzubar
said the authorilty received a complaint against a
department director and a supervisor over a contract
with the Ministry ol Public Works, and a direclor of a
project at a contracting company over suspicions of
corruplion by the said persons. He said the authority
carried oul invesligalions and heard Lestimonies ol the
whistleblower and wilnesses. He said the authorily con-
cluded that there are serious suspicions against the
suspectls of stealing public funds and forgery according
to articles 10 of law 1/1993 with regards to public funds
protection, and articles 257 and 48 of law 16/1960, so
the authority sent the complaint to the public prosecu-
tion to take action.

KD 608.3 million
The 2019/2020 fiscal year budget of the Public

Kuwaiti Cabinet
holds weekly
meeling

KUWAIT: Kuwail’s Cabinel held its weekly meeling
yveslerday headed by Acling Prime Minister and
Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah. Deputy Prime Minister and State Minister for
Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Salch revealed the contents of
the discussions in a Cabinet statement. The talks began
as the ministers welcomed the visit of Mauritania’s
President Mohamed Ould Abdelaziz. They were then
briefed on a visit to Kuwait by UN Special Coordinator
for the Middle East Peace Process Nickolay Mladenov.
The UN official expressed gratitude and appreciation
for the historic role assumed by Kuwait in support of
the Middle East affair, read the statement. Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah briefed the ministers on his
allendance ol a recenl Arab League urgenl meeling on
Palestine. During the lalks, Arab minislers announced
their fierce rejection of any proposed plan or deal on
Palestine that does not comply with UN resolutions. He
also commended Palestinian President Mahmoud
Abbas’ speech that praises Kuwail's supportive role as
a Securily Council member of Palestinian alfairs.

The Cabinet reiterated that the planned interpella-
tion of Deputy Prime Minister and State Minister for
Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh, requested by two law-
makers, is a constitutional right granted to every

‘Unprecedented
rise’ in drugs,
liquor seizures

KUWAIT: Drugs and liquor seized in Kuwait in
2018 recorded an unprecedented rise, raising a red
flag for all those concerned, Al-Qabas reported
yveslerday. An informed source said the drugs
weighed 1,489 kg, 1,264 kg of which was hashish, 61
kg of shabu (methamphetamine), 2 kg opium, 69 kg
marijuana, 1.250 kg cocaine, 27 kg heroin, 41 kg
qat, 24 kg ‘chemical’ (synthetic marijuana with
added chemicals), 26 million illicit tablets and
49,000 liquor bollles.

The source said contacts are being made with the
Iraqgi and Iranian sides to control the border, indicating
the lack of strict supervision at the Iraqi borders, which
smugglers are taking advantage of. He said Kuwait’s
territorial waters between Iraq and Iran are considered
a holbed of aclivily by organized gangs. He said the
confiscated amounts indicate the existence of loop-
holes at Kuwait’s border outlets despite the advanced
systems that were installed to discover drugs.

Detective killed
A detective at the weapons collection department
was killed when a bullet penetrated his abdomen and
exited from his back while he was cleaning his pistol
at home, Al-Rai reported yesterday. The body was
recovered by the coroner and investigations are
being conducted to find out exactly what happened.

Sexual harassment

An American woman said a man approached her
al a food supplement store and surprised her by
touching her chest, Al-Rai reported vesterday
quoting a police source. She screamed for help,
prompting the suspect to escape. The suspect is a
friend of the salesman at the store, and detectives
are working on the case. In a separate incident in
Hawally, a Filipina woman told police that the own-
er of a fruit and vegetable store pressed hard
against her chest, but she was able to break loose.
She then headed to the police station and lodged a
complaint. A police source said the victim com-
plained of severe pain and was taken to hospital.
Separately, a Syrian man working al a women'’s gar-
ments store touched sensitive parts of a Kuwaili
woman, and tried to pull her behind the counter.
She screamed for help, so he let go of her. The citi-
zen called police and told them what happened, so
a patrol was sent and the woman led them to the
store, where the suspect was arrested. The Syrian
confessed to also behaving the same way with an
expal. He was sent Lo the public prosecution.

—Translated by Kuwait Times from the Arabic press

Authorily for Manpower has been compiled and
reached KD 608.3 million, Deputy Director General for
Manpower and Financial Affairs Sultan Al-Shaalani

School finals to
start 9:00 am
or 9:30 am

said, adding that the finance ministry approved it and is
waiting for approval by the National Assembly.
Shaalani said the 2018/2019 budget was KD 558 mil-
lion and its closing account is being prepared. He said

the total revenues for the fiscal year 2018/2019 were
KD 70.42 million, while revenues of 2017/2018 reached
KD 67.1 million. Revenues from the electronic portal for
the 2018/2019 fiscal year reached KD 42.566 million,
while 2017/2018 revenues were KD 36.643 million.

Illegal entry
Nuwaiseem customs officers caught a Pakistani man
who attempted to enter Kuwait in a truck from Saudi
Arabia. Inspectors searched the truck following lips,
and found the man hiding in a box under the truck. The
driver confessed lo receiving money in exchange of
making him enter the country.

End of year exams
An educational source said a meeting will be held by
the managers’ council loday lo decide the limings of
the end of year exams due Lo slarl on May 7 - the sec-
ond day of Ramadan - for grades 5 to 11. The exams
are expecled o start at 9:00 am or 9:30 am based on

KUWAIT: Acting Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah chairs

the Cabinet’s weekly meeting. —KUNA

National Assembly member. In relation to international
affairs, the ministers hailed as an accomplishment Saudi
Arabia’s success in foiling a planned terrorist attack by
four IS members. They also pledged Kuwail’s support
of all Saudi efforts aimed al lackling Lerrorism and
ensuring the securily and stability of the Kingdom and
the region. In turn, they announced their fierce con-

Workshop discusses
forced labor in
Kuwait

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: The International Federation of Journalists
(IF)), in cooperalion with the International Labor
Organizalion (ILO), is organizing a lwo-day lraining
workshop on ‘Reporting on Forced Labor and Fair
Recruitment’. The workshop is being held in collabo-
ralion with the Kuwail Journalists Association (KJA)
on April 23 and 24, 2019.

Yesterday, an editorial roundtable discussion was
held to introduce the topics that will be discussed
during the workshop. The main topics include ‘forced
labor and fair recruitment’, ‘is forced labor practiced
in Kuwait and how’, ‘the impact of reporting on these
issues whether beller or worse’, ‘the challenges of
reporting these issues in Kuwait’, ‘guide to reporting
expal issues and [air recruitment conditions’, and
other issues.

Officials from IFJ spoke about some of their experi-
ences in witnessing and covering forced labor in vari-
ous countries. They also spoke about some challenges
that reporters face when doing their work. Moneer

demnation of the recent multiple explosive attacks that
targeted churches and hotels across Sri Lanka, leading
to hundreds of deaths and injuries. The ministers also
expressed sorrow over the fire that struck Notre-Dame
Cathedral in Paris, leading to heavy losses in the struc-
ture, regarded an important religious, cultural and his-
toric icon. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: Participants attend an editorial roundtable discussion held to introduce the topics that will be dis-
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the working hours that the Civil Service Commission
will decide for government departments. Thursday is
expectled to be the last day for students before they
take their pre-finals’ break.

Inflation in

Kuwait up
0.8% in March

KUWALIT: Inflation rates on annual basis in
Kuwait rose by 0.8 percent in March, com-
pared to the same period in 2018, according
to the Central Statistical Office (CSO).
Inflation rate on a monthly basis dropped 0.18
percent last March compared lo last February,
CSO said yesterday. Food prices rose 1.03
percent, while tobacco and cigarettes rose
9.02 percent. Moreover, clothing went up 0.38
percent and domestic services dropped 60
percent, it added. Meanwhile, home furniture
and maintenance rose 2.40 percent, health
group went up 2.77 percent and transporta-
tion rose 1.94 percent. CSO also noted that
telecommunication rose six percent, culture
and entertainment went up two percent and
education rose 1.85 percent. Restaurants and
hotels group saw a drop of 0.17 percent, while
other commodities and services went down
0.46 percent. —KUNA

cussed during a workshop on ‘Reporting on Forced Labor and Fair Recruitment’. —Photo by Joseph Shagra

Zarour, Head of Policies and Programs in the Middle
East at IF], said the IF] team aims to collaborate with
journalists in the Gulf region [or solutions to the prob-
lems and crisis this profession faces. He also highlight-
ed some of the issues that will be discussed during the
workshop, including concerns on the future of journal-
ism and [reedom of speech, among other issues.

Deceased policeman laid to rest

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry held a
funeral vyesterday for policeman
Mohammad Al-Enezi, who passed away
in an accident while on duty on Saturday.
Ministry’s Undersecretary Lt General
Essam Al-Naham and other officers were
present at the funeral. Meanwhile, Acting
Prime Minister and Defense Minisler
Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah offered his condolences to the
family of the deceased policeman.

" Interior Ministry officials pay their respects.

Local journalists shared their experiences in cover-
ing and reporting laborers’ problems or strikes. They
also mentioned some of the new regulations and laws
in the past [ew years and how they affected the labor
market in Kuwait. Representatives from the Kuwait
labor union, human rights organization and other insti-
tutions also attended the roundtable discussion.

—aill = |

Acting Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah offers
ol his condolences to the victim’s family.

— -

Interior Ministry’s Undersecretary Lt General Essam Al-Naham offers his

condolences.



HKuwait =5 Cimes

LLocal

Photo of the Day

E —— e ——— —
_— _
T — — ——
— £ __" '-"":J-_
- - B
—
= . Tl
N - gy
— o
. - | e
- s
— e " a——

il

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service provider in
Kuwail, announced its collaboration with the ‘Green
Dream’ environmental initiative on the occasion of
Earth Day that is annually celebrated on April 22nd
worldwide. The inilialive aims al enriching environ-
mental awareness by promoting the replacement of
imported plants with native ones that have positive
effects on the local environment.

The first step of the collaboration between Zain and
the initiative witnessed the presence ol Zain Kuwail’s
Chief Executive Officer Eaman Al-Roudhan and envi-
ronmental activist and head of the ‘Green Dream’ team
Shibeeb Al-Ajmi, where they joined together in plant-
ing the first of 10,000 plants donated by Ajmi Lo Zain
at the company’s main headquarters in Shuwaikh. The
plants, which consist of 40 types of various organic
plantations that are native to Kuwait, will be planted
all around Kuwait with the aim of enriching environ-
mental awareness within the community.

As part of the collaboration, Zain will plant over 200
of the donated plants in the areas around the compa-
ny’s headquarters to replace the existing imported
plantations. The rest of the donated plants will be sent
Lo various entlilies in the countlry, such as schools,
mosques, universities, public places, and more, to be
planted with the aim of promoting the replacement of
imported plants with native ones that have positive
effects on the local environment. The initiative will also
feature activities and programs that encourage Zain
employees to plant local plantations at their homes and
spread the message about this initiative.

Zain’s collaboration with this initiative falls under

NBK welcomes
S8th batch of ‘Yalla
Watani’ trainees

KUWAIT: The National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) welcomed
a new batch of trainees attending the ‘Yalla Watani’ pro-
gram, training newly hired employees to work in the bank’s
branches. The training course covers numerous banking
aspects including: banking principals, credit cards, loans,
account types, insurance, fraud risks, money laundering,
bank branches systems and evaluation. The program also
includes a module on developing soft skills like self-
esteem, self-evaluation, achieving outstanding perform-
ance, change and innovation, management and effective
communication techniques, work ethics and teamwork.
The training program, which was attended by 18

KUWAIT: Sunrise at Messila beach. — Photo by Ayman Atallah (KUNA)

Zain collaborates wi

the company’s solid Corporate Sustainability and
Social Responsibility strategy towards the environ-
ment sector, which centers around supporting the var-
ious efforts that serve environmental causes. Zain’s
social message seeks to stress on the importance of
preserving natural resources and enrich environmental
awareness in the community in which it operates.

Through its solid corporate sustainability strategy,
Zain exerts more efforts into reducing the environ-
mental footprint of its operations. Such efforts include
preserving natural resources, reducing energy con-
sumption, recycling waste, implementing green solu-
lions in regards Lo waler and eleclricily management,
monitoring the company’s effects on climate change,
and more. As part of its efforls, Zain collecls an aver-
age of 21,000 to 23,000 plastic bottles every month,
and the company collected over 13 tons of paper dur-
ing 2018 for recycling purposes.

As part of its environmental contributions, Zain is a
strategic partner of the Kuwait Dive Team for over 16
years. The company dedicated a brand new boat to
the team, which is utilized to carry oul marine preser-
valion projects throughout the upcoming vears. The
boat is fully equipped with the latest state of the art
equipment, and is being used for removing wrecked
ships and boats from the bottom of the ocean, remov-
ing abandoned fishing nets, installing and maintaining
environment-[riendly anchors, moniloring coral reefs,
cleaning shores, islands, and beaches, documenting
marine life, and more.

Zain recently supported Project UCON, an envi-
ronmental initiative that aimed at promoling waste

trainees over a period of 3 weeks, aimed at providing the
required training on the bank’s branches working mecha-
nism through skill development prior to embarking on the
field training at the branches. The trainees were welcomed
by NBK executives headed by Emad Ahmad Al-Ablani,
General Manager, Group Human Resources, in addition to
arca managers, and execulives from Group Human
Resources.

‘Yalla Watani’ is one of the most important career
development programs held in the private sector for
Kuwaili [resh graduales. The course secks Lo provide par-
ticipants with professional training through covering vari-
ous banking aspects arming them with the necessary qual-
ifications required to work within the bank’s professional
system.

The training program is an integral part of NBK’s annu-
al training programs aimed at attracting young national
talents, as the program is tailored to meet the market’s
demands through training and developing opportunities
for fresh graduates who have passed the prequalification
exams Lo join the course.

KUWAIT: Zain Kuwait’s Chief Executive Officer Eaman Al-Roudhan with head of the ‘Green Dream’ team Shibeeb

Tuesday, April 23,2019

th ‘Green Dream’
environmental initiative on Earth Day

Company continues to enrich sustainability strategy towards environment

Al-Ajmi and Zain Kuwait’s Chief Corporate Communications and Relations Officer Waleed Al-Khashti at Zain’s

- - main headquarters.

management and recycling. The company also sup-
ported an awareness campaign launched by the
Environment Public Authority (EPA) thal aimed al
introducing Kuwail’s new environment law. Zain also
strategically partners with Omniya environment
project to provide recycling bins for plastic bottles
and plastic caps on every floor of Zain’s three main
headquarters buildings. The initiative aims at
encouraging Zain employees to recycle, ultimately

raising awareness about the importance of preserv-
ing the environment.

Zain is keen on shouldering such initiatives that
contribute to preserving Kuwait’s environment, as well
as encouraging volunteering, recycling, and taking
part in social activities within all age groups within the
community. The company will spare no efforts to con-
tribute to spreading positive awareness for a better
environmental culture in the society.
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Investing in media important to
build human thought: Info Minister

16th Arab Media Forum kicks off, titled ‘Media...Changes in Industry’

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Journalists and media persons
from various Arab countries visited Kuwait to
parlicipale in the 16th edition of the Arab
Media Forum held on April 21 and 22 under
the patronage of His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad

Al-Sabah. The forum was titled
‘Media...Changes in Industry.’
During the opening ceremony,

Information Minister and State Minister for
Youth Affairs Mohammad Al-Jabri said
investing in the media industry has become
more important in the present time as it rep-
resents investing in building human thought
and a responsible generation, far from fanat-
ic and terrorist ideologies.

“Kuwait realizes the importance of media
in highlighting numerous challenges facing
our countries and youth. The rapid develop-
ment of the media and communications
industry has brought about new dangerous
electronic media, which is far reaching,
effective and spreading. Social media has
allowed nonprofessionals to become journal-

ists, and anybody can express his opinion,”
added Jabri.

Jabri thanked organizers for selecling
Oman as the guest of honor as well as invit-
ing 150 Arab universily students to partici-
pate in the forum’s sessions. “The govern-
ment and private media should contribute in
developing the media industry through train-
ing journalists. This expresses the cultural
role of Kuwait,” he pointed out.

Arab League Assislant Secrelary General
and Head of Communications and Media
Bader Aldeen Alali noted that the Arab Media
Forum has been cooperating with the
Secrelarial General of the Arab League since
2006. “Today we are discussing important
issues on the future of Arab media al a lime
ol this huge Lechnological revolution that has
changed the forms of traditional media all
over the world. This has led to spreading
rumors and wrong information, which is one
ol the biggest challenges lacing the dilferent
Arab media. So we should work on the
founding of a new generation of journalists to
beal these challenges,” he explained.

Arab Media Forum Secretary General

Information Minister and State
Minister for Youth Affairs
Mohammad Al-Jabri speaks at
the 16th Arab Media Forum.

Madhi Al-Khamees said participants will be
discussing the media industry and how it
alfects daily life. “I hope this forum will bring
solutions Lo the real challenges lacing our
profession, and will be able to develop media
and protect its tools. Today is a great oppor-
Ltunily to have decision makers in the media

Arab Media Forum Secretary
General Madhi Al-Khamees
delivers a speech.

field from different Arab countries participate
in this forum and listen to our opinions and
concerns,” he said.

Oman’s  Minister of Information
Abdulmunem Al-Hosni thanked Kuwait for the
invilation, saying modern lechnology is a chal-
lenge lo traditional media. “Any human being

Information Minister and State Minister for Youth Affairs
Mohammad Al-Jabri honors Oman’s Minister of Information
Abdulmunem Al-Hosni.

can become a journalist now. We should
assess the events before making them public.
An elementary school student can distort the
facts because of the vast space of media,” he
noled. The ceremony concluded with award-
ing media personalities including journalists,
aclors, athletes and other media officials.

EQUATE supports
preservation efforts at
Kuwait’s Sadu House

KUWAIT: The EQUATE Group, a global producer of
petrochemicals, is sponsoring the preservation efforts of
Gull cultural and artistic herilage al Kuwail’s iconic Sadu
House which inspires its name from its mission to preserve
the ethnic handicrafts of Bedouins also known as Sadu
hand weaving. The five-year sponsorship will see
EQUATE support the newly established Sadi Studio, an
initiative by Sadu House that attracts young artists from
the region in an aim Lo revive the arl of Sadu weaving
through their works and promote its cultural significance
in the history of Gulf states.

Speaking of the EQUATE Group sustainability strate-
gy, Senior Execulive for Corporale Communicaltions and
Government Affairs, Dr Abeer Al-Omar, said: “Our focus
at EQUATE is to invest in economic, educational and envi-
ronmental programs that take us a step forward towards
achieving the suslainabilily goals we aim for, such as the
Sadi Studio initiative that supports the revitalization of
cultural heritage.”

Speaking at the launch event of Sadi Studio, EQUATE
Sustainability Committee Member, Fatemah Al-Faresi,
said: “Sadu House is one of the very few museums and
cultural centers that preserves the local cultural heritage
in Kuwait. We look forward to seeing young artists con-
necl our past Lo our present and aspired [uture, and
invite our local community to take part in this rich expe-
rience at Sadi Studio.”

Commenting on the partnership with EQUATE, Sadu
House Chairperson, Sheikha Bibi Duaij Al-Jaber Al-Alj,
said: “Sadi Studio brings artists in an innovative platform
that inspires from the heritage of weaving and traditional
arts, an initiative that we hope will preserve what was
once a significant source of living in KKuwail and the rest of
the Gulf. We thank EQUATE for their generous sponsor-
ship and look forward to continue working together.”

EQUATE aligns its suslainability and communily
involvement strategy with the UNDP Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG) and Kuwait’s 2035 Vision. As
part of this strategy, the Group extends its support to var-
ious segments of the community and has previously part-
nered with the Kuwait Blind Association to help establish
a youth center for the blind.
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TRUELEUXURY RESIDES
IN SHARED MOMENTS.

Starting
from
Burgan Bank staff

enjoy special discounts
from Maidan Clinic

KUWAIT: As part of its on-going drive to provide
added value and benefits o ils employees, Burgan Bank
recently partnered with Maidan clinic to accommodate
its staff with exclusive discounts on all dental services.
Through the collaboration, the staff were treated to a 30
percent discounted offer from one of the leading dental
implant and smile makeover clinics in Kuwait.

Led by the Internal Communication Unil in Burgan
Bank, the employees benefitted from the three-day visit
by the Maidan Clinic team. The team performed the
necessary lests and shared advice on optimal dental
care including delailed information on the full range of
available services al the clinic. Backed by an internation-
ally renowned reputation in the market and six branches 1
covering Kuwait’s governorates, Maidan Clinic provides
comprehensive, integrated, and leading-edge services
and is currently the only dental clinic in Kuwait that
owns the Mobile Dental Clinic’s service.
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The wounded fight on in India political ‘killing fields’

‘Free at last!’: When
black South Africans

could finally vote
Page 9

Page 8

A

MANILA: Employees are seen at an open area in Manila after an earthquake rocked the Philippines yesterday. A powerful earthquake rocked the Philippines, sending thousands of people fleeing high-rises in Manila as build-

ings shook. — AFP

Philippine earthquake leaves 5 dead

Three bodies pulled out of a four-storey building

MANILA: Five people were killed when at least two
buildings collapsed near Manila after a powerful earth-
quake sel skyscrapers swaying and drove terrified
locals into the street. Three bodies have been pulled
out of a four-storey building in the town of Porac,
while a woman and her grandchild were crushed to
death in the town of Lubao, Lilia Pineda, governor of
Pampanga province told ABS-CBN television.

“We believe there are still people trapped in the
four-storey building,” Pineda said, adding 20 people
have so far been rescued and taken to hospital as night
fell. “It’s difficult because there is no power, so we're
still trying to gel hold of a generator Lo be able lo res-

cue the people inside,” she added. A strong quake with
a magnitude of 6.3 struck the region at 5:11 pm (0911
GMT) according to the US Geological Survey. The
quake that rumbled across the northern Philippines
caused skyscrapers to sway, as they are designed to
do, in Manila.

It also caused serious damage to the capital’s sec-
ondary Clark Airport, which is located on the site of
the former US military installation that lies about an
hour’s drive north of the capital. Damage was still
being assessed, but residents posted photos on
social of media showing cracked walls and light fix-
tures swinging in the moments after the quake. Office

workers piled out onto the streets as emergency
alarms blared, AFP reporters saw. Feliza Villanueva,
21, a business process outsourcing employee told
AFP she and four colleagues were al work when the
quake struck.

“This was the second strongest quake I've felt in my
entire life,” she told AFP as she joined hundreds of
others in the courtyard of an office building, wailing
for the all clear. “We were worried but we did not pan-
ic,” she said. “We planned how o evacuate the build-
ing. There were too many people going down the
stairs, so we waited for our turn. People looked in
shock, bul no one was shouting or anything like that,”

she said. The quake was centered on the town of
Castillejos, about 100 kilometers northwest of Manila,
local geologists said.

Scientists from the US Geological Survey logged ils
magnitude at 6.3, and said its epicenter was 40 kilome-
Llers below the Earth’s surface. Dani Justo, a martial arls
instructor, told AFP she was at her Manila home when
the quake struck. “The clothes hanging on our line
were really swaying. My shih tzu (dog) dropped flat on
the ground,” she added. The Philippines is part of the
Pacific “Ring of Fire”, an arc of intense seismic activity
that stretches from quake-prone Japan through
Southeast Asia and across the Pacific basin. — AFP

Tourists flee
Lanka, as travel
industry faces
uncertainty

COLOMBO: Tourists are scrambling Lo flee Sri
Lanka and cancelling holidays after a string of
deadly suicide blasts that have sparked concerns
the lucrative tourism industry could be sent into
a lailspin. The attacks on hotels and churches
came as Sri Lanka was emerging as a leading
tourist hotspot, named the world’s top destina-
tion for 2019 by a major guide book. The Easter
Sunday massacre killed nearly 300 people,
including 37 foreigners.

German schoolteacher Martin Ewest arrived
in the island nation two days ago, hoping for a
peaceful holiday with his wife and 12-year-old
daughter. But all that changed when he heard
about the attacks. “We want to leave as soon as
possible... but our embassy can't help because
they are on holiday, our airline says they can’t do
anylhing, and our holel has not offered us any
assistance,” the 44-year-old told AFP. “IUs a dif-
ficult situation... we are like sitting ducks, waiting
until we can leave next week.”

Powerful explosions hit three hotels in the
capital Colombo - the Cinnamon Grand, the
Shangri-La and the Kingsbury Hotel, all of
which have closed until further notice. For
Pakislani execulive Kashil Ali, it was a lucky
escape. The 33-year-old had been trying to
book his family into the Cinnamon Grand only to
be told that no rooms were available. “We had
all these plans to travel around the country but
now we are scared lo go anywhere,” he told
AFP, adding that the blasts brought back dis-
turbing memories of Pakistan’s own history of
militant violence. “We came here to escape all

COLOMBO: German school teacher Martin Ewest poses for photographs along with his wife and his
daughter yesterday, a day after the series of homb blasts targeting churches and luxury hotels in
Sri Lanka. — AFP

this - we wanted to relax, not spend all day in a
hotel. Now we are juslt wailing Lo leave - il’s
been a waste of a holiday,” his sister-in-law
Sobia Samreen told AFP.

At Colombo’s international airport, nervous
and exhausted travellers lined up to leave the
country as heavily armed soldiers manned the
enlry and exil points. The sense ol anxiely was
palpable at hotels lining the capital’s famed
beachfront, with five-star properties such as
the Taj Samudra Colombo and the Galle Face
Holel putling extra securily in place, including
armed guards who prevented anyone but
guesls [rom enlering.

‘Don’t feel safe’
The US has revised its travel advisory [or Sri

Lanka, warning of further possible terrorist
attacks, while other nations such as Australia
and Ireland have also advised citizens to exer-
cise caution while in the country. Sri Lankan
travel agent Morris Bernard told AFP his com-
pany had recorded “lots of cancellations -
about a quarter of our clients have cancelled or
postponed their plans, saying they are scared
(to visit)”.

Another travel agent Saman Palitha said that
“the only group we were expecting later this
month has cancelled - 13 people from India who
said thal for the lime being they don't feel sale
travelling here with their family”. A source at the
Galle Face Hotel told AFP that while “tourism
obviously suffers in a situation like this, we hope
it won’t have a long-term impact”. — AFP

IS claims attack on
Saudi security base

RIYADH: Four men were killed Sunday in an attack on a Saudi securi-
ty services base north of the capital Rivadh, official media said, as the
Islamic State group claimed responsibility for the assault. Quoting a
spokesman for the state security services, the Saudi Press Agency said
three policemen were also wounded in the morning attack in the Zulfi
province north of Rivadh. It said a “group of terrorists” tried to “storm
the building” but security authorities repelled them, killing four.

An investigation was launched to identify the assailants as well as
the type of “explosive material” they had in their possession, SPA said.
The London-based Asharq al-Awsat newspaper earlier reported that
the attack targeted slate securily forces in the town of Zulfi, 260 kilo-
meters north of the capital. It said the attackers had rammed a vehicle
into a security barrier around the base in an attempt to gain entry. Two
gunmen then stepped out of the vehicle and opened fire, sparking a
gun battle with police, who killed them, the paper reported.

A third was gunned down as he attempted to flee while a fourth
died as he tried to set off an explosive belt, the paper said. The Saudi-
owned satellite channel Al-Arabiya also reported four people died
during an attack, but gave no details. IS, in a statement carried by its
propaganda arm Amag, said “the attack on the security services base
in the town of Zulfi northwest of Riyadh was carried oul by Islamic
State group fighters”. It gave no further details.

The kingdom has seen numerous attacks in recent years by
jihadists, including Al-Qaeda and IS, against security forces. It has
also seen clashes belween Shiile militants and securily forces in the
castern provinces. IS’ elusive supremo Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi had in
recent years called for attacks on Saudi Arabia, which is part of a US-
led coalition that has been battling the jihadists in Syria and Iraq since
2014. The Sunni extremist group has claimed previous attacks in
Saudi Arabia, largeling mostly security forces and members of the
Shiite community who they view as heretics.

On April 7, two men armed with explosives were killed and two
others arrested as they attacked a security checkpoint in a predomi-
nantly Shiite region in eastern Saudi Arabia, which has seen years of
demonstrations against the Sunni royal family. Sunday’s attack took
place in a majority Sunni region. An estimated 10-15 percent of the
ultra-conservative kingdom’s 32 million population are Shiite,
although no official figures exist. — AFP
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Five Algerian billionaires arrested
as part ol anti-gralt investigation

Court summons Ex-prime minister and current Finance Minister

ALGIERS: Five Algerian billionaires, some of them
close to former president Abdelaziz Bouteflika who quit
over mass protests, have been arrested as part of an
anti-gralt investigation, state TV said yesterday. The
five are Issad Rebrab, considered the richest business-
man in the energy-rich north African nation who is
especially active in the food and sugar refining busi-
ness, and [our brothers from the Kouninel family, it said.
Rebrab is chairman of the family-owned Cevilal com-
pany, which imports raw sugar from Brazil and exports
white sugar to Tunisia, Libya and elsewhere in the
Middle East.

The Kouninel family is close Lo Bouteflika, who ruled
Algeria  for 20 vyears.
Bouteflika stepped down
three weeks ago, bowing Lo
pressure [rom the army and
weeks of demonstralions by
mainly vounger Algerians
seeking change. There was no
immediatle stalement [rom
those arrested. The move
came afller Algeria’s army

Some detainees
‘close to former

protests, which began on Feb. 22 and have been largely
peaceful, have continued after Bouteflika’s resignation
as many wanl the removal of an entire elite that has
governed Algeria since independence from France in
1962. They also want the prosecution of people they
see as corrupl.

Bouteflika has been replaced by Abdelkader
Bensalah, head of the upper house of parliament, as
interim president for 90 days until a presidential elec-
tion is held on July 4. Hundreds of thousands protested
on Friday to demand the resignation of Bensalah and
other top officials. Bensalah has invited civil society and
political parlies yesterday to discuss the transition to
elections but several parties
and aclivists said they would
nol parlicipale.

The army has so flar
patiently monitored the
mostly peaceful protests that
at times have swelled to hun-
dreds of thousands of peco-
ple. It remains the most pow-
erful institution in Algeria,

president’

chief, Lieutenant General Gaid
Salah, said last week he
expected members of the rul-
ing elite in the major oil and natural gas-producing
country to be prosecuted for corruption.

An Algerian courl has already summoned former
prime minister Ahmed Ouyahia and current Finance
Minister Mohamed Loukal, two close associates of
Bouteflika, in an investigation into suspected misuse of
public money, state TV said on Saturday. Mass

having swayed politics from
the shadows for decades.
Salah said on April 16 that
the military was considering all options to resolve the
political crisis and warned that “time is running out”. It
was a hint that the military was losing patience with
the popular upheaval shaking Algeria, a major oil and
natural-gas exporter and an important securily part-
ner for the West against Islamist militants in north and
wesl Alrica. —Reulers
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ters west of the capital Algiers. —AFP
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Brexit’s capital
still struggling
with the divide

BOSTON: In the 2016 referendum, the
market town of Boston in eastern England
was the epicentre of the Brexit vote that
shocked the world. Fast forward to now
and volers are furious that Brexit has been
delayed due to gridlock in parliament, while
integration between locals and Boston’s
thriving new east European population
remains a struggle. “Boston is a lol angrier
than it was,” said Judith Churrah, 66.

“Two and a hall years on and we are no
further forward. The anger is nol against
migrants but against the politicians,” she
explained. “Burn down parliament.” Some
75.6 percent of Boston voters wanted to
leave the European Union in the June 2016
referendum - the highest figure in the UK -
which highlighted unease about the effects
of a rapid immigration boom in this other-
wise overlooked town. Boston is a hub for
the vast, fertile Fens inland.

The town changed dramatically after
cight ex-communist nations entered the EU
in 2004, with thousands, particularly from
Poland and the Baltic states, drawn by
ready work in Britain’s food-producing
heartland. But the migration surge collided
with the 2008 financial crisis, when the
money from central government dried up,
meaning the influx was not matched with
infrastructure expansion, fuelling the Brexit
vote. The Office for National Statistics esti-

Iran appoints
new head of
revolutionary guards

TEHRAN: Iran’s Supreme Leader
Avatollah Ali Khamenei has appointed a
new head of the Revolutionary Guards,
the country’s ideological military force,
KKhamenei's official website reported late
Sunday. Major General Hossein Salami,
58, replaces Major General Mohammad
Ali Jafari, who had headed the Guards
since September 2007. The move comes
less than two weeks after the United
States branded Iran’s Revolulionary
Guard Corps as a “foreign terrorist
organization”, adding it to a blacklist.
“Considering your capabilities and
significant experience with different rev-
olutionary responsibilities ... I promote
you to major general and commander-
in-chief of the Revolutionary Guards,”
IKhamenei’s statement read. Salami, who
had served as deputy head of the corps
for nine years, is a veteran of the 1980-

mated that in 2017, 20,000 of the 68,000
people in Boston were foreign-born, up
from 6,000 out of 57,000 in 2004.

Breaking bread together

The referendum outcome triggered
attempts to bridge the divide between old-
er and newer Bostonians. Saint Botolph’s
Church, Boston’s lowering landmark, hosls
regular food and drink events to facilitate
cross-community chat. “Through learning
about cach other, we become more com-
fortable with each other,” said Adam Kelk,
the church’s operations manager.

The annual Boston Marathon was also
launched in 2016 in an attempt to promote
cultural integration. “Sport and common
actlivities are by far the best way of
addressing the problem, integrating and
reducing tensions,” said the events chair-
man Richard Austin. This year’s evenl ran
on April 14, the day before the more
famous US Boston Marathon. Data shows
around half of those who did the simpler
five-kilometer fun run have Boston post-
codes. “Each year, more and more of the
immigrant population are getling involved,”
said Austin.

Shopping at different times

But just as those bridges are tentatively
built, another divide could be emerging
with the surge of Romanian and Bulgarian
immigration after transitional limits were
lifted in 2014. Asked what has changed
about Boston since the referendum, locals
and longer-term east European residents in
the big market square mostly cite the
Romanian influx.

Fruit and veg seller Kelly Brandon said

88 Iran-Iraq war. He had also led the
corps’ airforce before becoming the sec-
ond-in-command. The shuffle was
caused by the “necessily of a change in
Sepah’s (the Guards’ Farsi name) leader-
ship” requested by Jafari himself,
according Lo the leader.

Born in 1957 and majoring in archi-
tecture before the 1979 Islamic revolu-
tion, Jafari became a member of the
Guards in 1981 and was promoted to the
corps’ head in 2007. Quoted by ultra-
conservalive Fars news agency, then
Brigadier-General Salami advised Israel’s
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in
Octlober “to practice swimming in the
Mediterranean because soon you will
have no choice, but flee into the sea.”
Salami also reportedly said that day that
Israel could be destroyed by Iran’s
Lebanese ally Hezbollah.

“They are nol al the level of being a
threat for us. Hezbollah is enough for
destroying them,” Fars quoted him as
saying. Formed shortly after the 1979
Islamic Revolution, the Guards are esti-
maled Lo be aboul 125,000 strong by
the International Institute for Strategic

BOSTON: A pedestrian passes a European food store in the town of Boston In
Lincolnshire, northeast England. Boston registered Britain’s strongest support for
Brexit but nearly three years on in the town transformed by eastern European
immigration, integration is still a struggle. —AFP

older English people predominantly visit in
the mornings and younger ecaslern
Europeans in the afternoon once their early
work shifts are done. “This market would
be finished if it wasn't for them. 100 per-
cenl,” said Brandon, whose family have run
the stall for 25 years. “The longer-term
ones that came in on the first wave - we
know them by name, we have walched
their children grow up and employed their
sons. “They’re similar to us, apart from the
language.”

Employers lament uncertainty
The farms and faclories that have

proved such a migrant magnet feel left in
limbo by Brexil. Belmont Nurseries, Britain’s
largest outdoor tulips grower, imports its
bulbs from the Netherlands and has started
stockpiling lest post-Brexit paperwork
imposes transit delays that would spoil the
bulbs. Near neighbors J A Collison and
Sons produces more than 32 million stems
ol cul flowers annually under six heclares of
glasshouses and polythene tunnels. It sup-
plies major British supermarket chains with
tulips, lilies and scented stocks. “We're
completely in the dark,” partner Ian
Collison said. “We just need something
sorted sooner rather than later.” —AFP

AHVAZ, Iran: In this file photo, Hossein Salami deputy commander of the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps attends a public funeral ceremony in the southwestern
Iranian city of Ahvaz. —AFP

Studies (IISS). They answer Lo
IChamenei and boast their own ground,
naval and air forces. Working in parallel
to the regular army, the corps’ mission

is to “guard the (Islamic) revolution and
its achievements” as well as “lo realise
holy ideals and to propagate the rule of
sod’s law”. —AFP

Life alter death:
Sherpa widows eye
Everest to fight taboo

KATHMANDU: Two Nepali Sherpa women hope to con-
quer Mount Everest next month, finishing off the job their
husbands started in a bid to empower fellow widows and
prove there is life after death. In a conservative country -
which routinely elevates men over women - widowhood can

conlfine a bereaved wile Lo an even lower life of hostility, dis-
crimination and outright abuse.

So the two women hope that by scaling the world’s high-
est mountain they can upturn perceptions about a widow’s
worth and complete the unfinished ascent of their husbands,
who died working as guides for foreign mountaineers. “I felt
like I had lost everything when he died. I couldn't think or
[unction like a normal human being. I had become insane,”
said Furdiki Sherpa, as she readied for her big trip.

With a photo of her dead husband alongside, Furdiki sifted
through a giant duffel bag crammed with climbing gear, from
crampons Lo carabiners, boots to ropes. It was while fixing
ropes for his clients that her husband died on the 8,850-metre

(29,035-ft) mountain in April 2013. A year later, Nima Doma
Sherpa’s husband was killed along with 15 other Sherpas in an
avalanche near the base camp. The grief of losing a partner - let
alone sole breadwinner and father to their children - was fur-
ther compounded, they said, by the social stigma that comes
with being a widow.

“There is a huge difference between how sociely treats
married women and widowed women,” Furdiki, a mother of
three, told the Thomson Reuters Foundation in her cramped liv-
ing room. “If I hang out with my [riends, especially men, that’s a
problem. If I try to have fun, that’s a problem. If I ride pillion,
that’s a problem ... Neighbors take photos, call me immoral and
loose, and try Lo shame me,” said the 43-year-old. Nima

)
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ANNABA: Algerians take part in a demonstration In the northeastern city of Annaba, about 570 kilome-

Turkish police
arrest ruling
party member,
and eight others

ISTANBUL: Turkish police yesterday arrested nine
people, including a member of the ruling AKP par-
Ly, alter a mob attack on opposition leader Kemal
Kilicdaroglu that sparked widespread criticism.
Kilicdaroglu, 70, of the Republican People’s Party
(CHP) was assaulted on Sunday in a crowd as he
altended a funeral in Ankara for a soldier killed
fighting Kurdish militants in the southeast.

The attack came days after the opposition CHP
won Ankara and Istanbul from President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan’s AKP in March 31 local elections,
seen as a major setback for the ruling party after a
decade-and-a-half in power. A video of Sunday’s
attack showed the CHP leader being mobbed and
punched, then chanting crowds surrounded a house
where he was taken for his protection. The images
went viral on social media.

CHP leaders blamed Erdogan’s AKP for provok-
ing the attack and demanded those detained be
held accountable. They called for the interior minis-
Ler Lo resign over the incident. “This is not an ordi-
nary attack, this is not an ordinary provocation.
This is planned,” CHP Istanbul chiel Canan
Kaftancioglu told several thousand supporters at a
rally in the cily. The crowds waved banners reading:
“Are you so scared by the CHP’s success?” in ref-
erence Lo the AKP’s loss of Istanbul and Ankara.

During campaigning for the local polls, Erdogan
often accused Kilicdaroglu and the CHP of backing
the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) and
showed videos of the opposition leader at his ral-
lies. Kilicdaroglu was not badly injured in the
assault. The chief suspect in Sunday’s attack, identi-
fied only by his initials O.S., was arrested in
Sivrihisar in central Anatolia and was being taken to
Ankara, private NTV Lelevision reported. The AKP
later identified him as Osman Sarigun and said he
was a party member who would face expulsion.

“The incident is being investigated thoroughly,”
Erdogan wrote on Twitter. “We are against any
form of violence and terror. We can never allow
anyone to harm peace in Turkey.” Eight other peo-
ple have also been delained, officials said.
Speaking to AFP, the CHP’s Kaftancioglu welcomed
the party’s expulsion of the suspect but said the
problem was about the polarization of Turkish soci-
ety. “The situation will not change with one per-
son’s dismissal unless the mentality encouraging
attackers by polarizing society changes,” she said.

Erdogan had presented the local elections as a
matter of national survival. He campaigned heavily
even though he was not running in the election
himself. For his supporters, Erdogan is the strong
leader Turkey needs Lo deal with ils securily
threats and is a voice for more religiously conser-
vative Turks. —AFP

Doma’s situation has been no different. “The taboo is still very
much alive,” she said.

“Many people, even today, think we should be confined to
our homes, restrict ourselves only Lo household work. That is
just wrong,” said the 35-year-old widow. Widows in South
Asia are generally expected to mourn until the end of their
lives, renouncing colorful clothes, jewelry, rich and spicy food,
and even festivals as they are deemed inauspicious, say
women’s rights experts. According to The Loomba
Foundation, a widows’ rights charity, widows in developing
countries are routinely disinherited, enslaved or evicted by
their in-laws, accused of wilcheralt or forced Lo undergo abu-
sive sexual rituals. —Reuters
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One-horse South African town

still scarred by

6

Murder of a black teen revives the demons of racism, inequalily

COLIGNY: Not many people had heard of Coligny in
South Africa’s North West province until 2017, when
the murder of a black teen by two Afrikaner farmers
revived the demons of racism and inequality. The killing
highlighted that a quarter century after the demise of
apartheid, the social fabric of the “Rainbow Nalion” is
still run by race and relations are often marred by sus-
picion and hostility.

Coligny made international headlines when 16-year-
old Motlhomola Mosweu was accused ol stealing sun-
flowers from a local farm, put into a van and driven to a
police station by two farmers Pieter Doorewaard, 26,
and Phillip Schutte, 34. Mosweu allegedly jumped out
ol the van and suffered neck injuries, dying a short
while later. Others say he was thrown oul.

A high court judge later found the two guilty of mur-
der, kidnapping and intimidation, calling their actions
“disgraceful”. His death has sparked mass prolests,
leaving a trail of destruction with houses and trucks
torched and shops looted and damaged. Calm has since
returned but the atmosphere in the town remains frag-
ile. Tewie Pieters, the pastor of the town’s redbrick
Dulch Reformed church, last Sunday asked his congre-
gation - about 50 well-to-do whites - to offer prayers
for Doorweaard and Schutte, who got 23- and 18-year
jail terms for the murder. Both men are appealing the
senlence.

‘Rumors and false stories’

“Before thatl there was no lensions in Coligny, il
was good limes,” Piclers said, after his sermon. “Both
communities were quite committed for good relations
so we were so surprised when those riots happened,”
he said. “They just looled and destroyed during one
week.” “Reconciliation means bridge gaps between
people, understanding, taking care of each other, lis-
lening Lo others’ [rustrations,” he said. A “peace
forum” has been launched with meelings belween the
communities while damaged buildings are repaired by
volunteers.

I
‘Free at last!’: When

black South Africans
could finally vote

PARIS: Black South Africans voted for the first time
in April 1994, turning out in droves for a jubilant
clection that was the final death blow to cenluries of
white domination. Here is an account of that historic
evenl, based on AFP reports from the time.

Snaking queues

Long lines of black voters snaked back from
polling stations across the country over the four
days of voting from April 26 to 29. The first day was
reserved for the elderly, ill, pregnant women and
officials who would be on duty when general polling
opened on April 27. Even a series of deadly bomb-
ings on the eve of the election, blamed on white
right-wing extremists, could not dampen the enthu-
siasm of the 22 million voters fired up by the end of
the apartheid system of white-minority rule imposed
in 1948.

“I don’t mind standing here even if it is raining
because I have been waiting for 46 years to vote,”
one man said in a queue in Cape Town. African
National Congress (ANC) leader Nelson Mandela
cast his ballot in the Inanda black township near
Durban, walched by a barrage of photographers and
journalists. “We have now moved from an era of pes-
simism, turmoil and conflict,” the smiling anti-
apartheid hero said. “Now we are slarting a new era
of hope, reconciliation and nation-building.”

‘Indescribable’

Hours before the 9,000 polling stations opened
on April 27, the orange, white and blue apartheid-
era flag was lowered for the last time at ceremonies
in all the provincial capitals. There were cheers in
Johannesburg as a crowd of about 300 witnessed
the hoisting of the new multi-colored flag. Outgoing
president FW de Klerk - who had cleared the way
for the end of apartheid when he unbanned the ANC
and released Mandela in 1990 - voted in the plush
Pretoria suburb of Arcadia. It is “a great day for
South Africa,” he said. “Today is the start of a new
era.” He went on to Johannesburg’s black township
Soweto to watch Foreign Minister Pik Botha cast his
ballot, cheered by emotional black voters who
shouted, “I love you!”.

Mandela’s estranged wife Winnie Madikizela-
Mandela also drew heavy media atlenlion when she
cast her ballot in the Katlehong black township east
of Johannesburg. “It’s indescribable. I don’t think
you can put it into words for people who haven’t
paid as high a price as we have. I'm ecstatic,” she
said. Nobel Peace Prize winner Archbishop
Desmond Tutu was also overjoyed, despite having to
wait 45 minutes at his voting station in Guguletu
outside Cape Town for ballot papers to arrive. “You
just want to yell, dance, jump and cry all at the same
time,” he said while queueing.

Voting extended

But the day belonged to the ordinary black South
Africans who brought plastic chairs to sit on and
umbrellas to shade them during the inevitable long
wait. Salphy Molea, a domestic worker who voted in
Johannesburg, said: “Really, I'm feeling very happy.
We'll pray to God to give everybody a better life.”
Her white employer, Rosalyn Messerschmidt, said
she was “very positive”. Polling was extended into a
third day in some areas where logistical glitches
meant that thousands had nol been able to cast their
precious first ballots. —AFP

Retired farmer Henk Myburg said there were con-
flicting versions of evenls. “Il was a disaster.
Everybody has his own version of what happened. 1
believe the biggest problem was the rumors and the
false stories that were spread,” the 63-vear-old said.
“All of us have some mindset about what some others
have done. We needed to talk together urgently.” The
town is cul in two by a railway track. On one side lie
pretty houses with immaculate gardens housing some
2,500 people, predominantly white.

Shacks meanwhile line Tlhabologang, a black shan-
tytown on the other side that is home to a population
10 times larger. “I was born here. I don't want to say
that racist people don't exist, but there are not so much
racists,” said Kenneth Ngakane, pastor at an evangeli-
cal church in the shantytown. “People here hire black
people. If we say white people must go, we have a very
serious problem because black people have no facto-
ries in Coligny... we have to work together,” the 41-
year-old said.

The yvawning gap between the haves and the have-
nots continues to bite. “In the township so many youth
are unemployed... This guy is having a degree in psy-
chology and he’s unemployed. There are so many like
him. This silualion generales anger,” said Stanny
Mnyakama, a headmastler and communily leader in
Tlhabologang. Nationwide statistics are alarming. A
total of 30.5 percent of the black majorily is unem-
ployed, against 8.0 percent among whites. The average
monthly salary of a black person is 3,000 rand ($210)
against 12,500 rand for a while counterpart.

However, despite this, 60 percent of South Africans
interviewed in 2017 were of the view that race relations
had improved since 1994, when the apartheid regime
ended, according to the SA Institute for Race Relations.
“There are a number of incidents, they make the head-
lines, they are dealt with the right way, they are
referred to the courts. I don't think it shows we have a
problem, I think it shows that we are a fairly mature
society,” said the institute’s director Frans Cronje.

racist’ murder
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COLIGNY: Photo shows the grave of Matlhomola Mosweu in a cemetery of cnllgny, some 120kms west of
Johannesburg. On April 20, 2017, the killing of 16 year-old Matlhomola Mosweu by two white farmers
plunged Coligny into violence and rekindled the old demons of racism, which continues to poison South
Africa a quarter of a century after the end of the war. —AFP

‘Normal segregation’

Others dismiss the existence of racism outright like
wealthy Coligny farmer Pieter Karsten, who is the father of
one of the men jailed for the murder. “There is no racism
here. It's normal segregation between rich and poor peo-
ple,” Karsten said. “The jobs are here but they don't want to
work. They are all used to live on grants,” he said. “People
should stop looking back to what happened before 1994
and start looking forward. The government is doing nothing
for them. They should start blaming their own people. Some

people are creating racism simply because they think they
can gel voles in fuelling hate,” he said, blaming the ruling
African National Congress (ANC), the continent’s oldest
liberation movement. The allegation leaves local ANC
leader Vermaas Josiah fuming. “The problem is only those
two while men who killed the boy, the recklessness of them.
It was a racist act,” he said. “We didn’t put more fuel on the
fire, no. As politicians we were supporting the population
because we felt that Matlhomola should not have died but
we were not encouraging people to make violence.” —AFP

S African apartheid:
Race-based system
ended 25 years ago

PARIS: South Africa’s first all-race vole
25 years ago turned the page on an
oppressive system of racial segregation
called apartheid that for roughly 50
vears privileged whites over blacks. Here
is a reminder.

Races apart

Apartheid - an Afrikaans-language
word meaning the state of “apartness” -
became official government policy in
1948 when the conservative National
Party took power.

It formalized a system of while-
minority domination in place soon after
European seltlers started arriving on the
southern tip of Africa more than 300
years before, most coming [rom The
Netherlands and Britain. Apartheid was
built on laws that classified people as
black, colored (mixed race), Indian or
white. The races were separated in every
aspect including at school, work and
hospitals, and where they could live and
shop. Jobs were reserved for certain
races; marriage and sex across the color
bar was forbidden; even beaches, buses
and park benches were allotted accord-
ing Lo skin color.

‘White-minority rule
Whites - who made up less than 20
percent of the population - had owner-
ship of more than 80 percent of the land.
They controlled the economy, including

S Africa: Milestones
in 25 years since
democracy

JOHANNESBURG: South Africa has travelled a
difficult road since the first all-race elections in
April 1994 ended more than three centuries of
while domination. Here are some milestones.

1994: First black president
The party that led the fight against apartheid,
the African National Congress (ANC), wins the
first multi-racial elections with nearly 63 percent
of the vote. In May 1994 Nelson Mandela is
sworn in as the country’s first black president. He
heads a unity government that includes former
president FW de Klerk, who had succumbed to
local and international pressure and unbanned
the ANC. In June South Africa is readmitted to
the United Nations after two decades of exclu-

sion because of its apartheid policies.

1999: Mbeki takes over

In June 1999 Mandela, aged 80, stands down
after one term, handing over to his deputy Thabo
Mbeki as the ANC again wins general elections.
Re-elected in 2004, Mbeki is eventually forced
out of office in September 2008, made Lo resign
by the ANC amid a power struggle with the par-
ty president Jacob Zuma. With South Africa con-
fronted by the biggest HIV/AIDS epidemic in the
world, Mbeki is criticized for questioning the link
between HIV and AIDS, and resistance to public

the lucrative mining sector, and all politi-
cal levers. Blacks had no right to vole
and were relegated to inferior jobs, edu-
cation and services. They were made to
live in neglected townships on the out-
skirts of urban areas or in various disad-
vantaged ethnic-based homelands called
“Bantustans”. Until 1986 black South
Africans were obliged to carry a pass-
port-like document called a pass book
which restricted their movements. To
maintain the system, the apartheid gov-
ernment imposed severe censorship and
relied heavily on its security forces, with
compulsory conscription for white males
between 1967 and 1993.

The fight back

The African National Congress
(ANC) led the resistance to apartheid,
first adopting non-violent tactics such as
strikes, boycolts and civil disobedience
campaigns. Among the first major
protests was a boycott of government
buses in the Alexandra township in 1957.
In 1960 a march in Sharpeville against
the hated pass books became a mas-
sacre when police opened fire on the
crowd, killing 69 blacks. In 1960 the
government banned the ANC and other
black opposilion, and imposed a state of
emergency. Underground and in exile,
the ANC turned to armed struggle. In
1964 one of its leaders, Nelson Mandela,
was sentenced with others to life in
prison for sabotage. He was behind bars
for 27 years, becoming the world’s best-
known political prisoner of the time and
an icon of the anti-apartheid struggle.

Sanctions
The Sharpeville massacre brought

treatment programs. Zuma becomes the first Zulu
president in 2009 when the ANC again wins
general elections.

2006: Gay marriage

In November 2006 South Africa becomes
the sole Alfrican nation to allow gay marriage
when a controversial civil union bill receives the
final seal of approval. ILis greeled enthusiastical-
ly by many but also opposed by religious
groups, conservatives and traditionalists, with
strong anti-gay prejudice remaining.

2010: Africa’s first WCup

In 2010 South Africa becomes the first country
on the continent to host the football World Cup,
spending billions of rand on construction of 10 stadi-
ums and other infrastructure. Despite worries about
crime, the June 1 o July 11 event is a success-even if
the home team are eliminated early-hosted in nine
cities and boosting the economy and tourism.

2012: Marikana shooting

In August 2012 police deployed to break up a
strike at the Marikana platinum mine northwest
of Johannesburg shoot dead 34 miners. It is the
worsl police violence since the end of apartheid
as 44 people perish. A dark moment for then
Lonmin mine director and current president
Cyril Ramaphosa, despite being exonerated by a
judicial inquiry in 2015.

2013: Mandela dies
In December 2013 Mandela dies aged 95
after a long battle against lung infection and sev-
eral hospitalizations. “Our nation has lost its
grealest son,” Zuma announces on Lelevision. A

. JOHANNESBURG: File picture shows Nelson Mandela (center) and his then-wife
anti-apartheid campaigner Winnie raising their fists and saluting cheering
crowd upon Mandela’s release from the Victor Verster prison near Paarl. —AFP

world attention to the regime’s brutal
repression, leading to the start of its
international isolation. South Africa was
excluded from the Olympic Games,
expelled from the United Nations, put
under arms and lrade embargoes.
Internationally renowned personalities
became activists against apartheid, with
a major rock concert at London’s
Wembley Stadium in 1988 honoring
Mandela.

Apartheid abolished
It came as a shock when in 1990
President FW de Klerk, in power for just
five months, announced the legalization
of the black opposition. Within days

Mandela walked free after 27 years in
jail; within a yvear and a half, apartheid
was over, its discriminatory laws undone.
Its dismantling was celebrated with the
1993 Nobel Peace Prize awarded to
Mandela and de Klerk. The transition to
democracy was nol without hurdles with
while exlremists violently resistant and
rivalry between ANC militants and the
Zulu party Inkhata breaking into deadly
violence. The first all-race elections were
held in 1994 and black South Africans
queued for hours to cast a vote for the
first time in their lives. The ANC won by
a landslide and Mandela became the
country’s first black president. Apartheid
was over. —AlFP
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WESTERN CAPE: A man prepares an open plot among huts, built with sheets of
metals, In the makeshift illegally established and informal settlement In
Khayelitsha, about 35km from the centre of Gape Town. —AFP

memorial service in Sowelo draws tens of thou-
sands of people, including about 100 world
leaders such as US President Barack Obama and
Cuban President Raul Castro. His body lies in
state for three days.

2018: Zuma forced out
Calls mount for Zuma to quit in March 2016 as
South Africa’s top court says he flouted the con-
stitution and used public funds to upgrade his pri-
vate residence. As scandals pile up, the anti-cor-
ruption watchdog in November 2016 charges that

he allowed a wealthy Indian business family, the
Guptas, undue influence over the government. In
October 2017 the Supreme Court of Appeal rules
he is liable for prosecution over almost 800
counts of corruption relating to a 1990s arms
deal. Zuma is forced by a court in January 2018 to
appoint an investigation into corruption. The
ANC demands he steps down, which he reluc-
tantly does in February 2018. He is replaced by his
deputy president, Cyril Ramaphosa, who vows to
tackle state corruption and is standing for election
on May 8. —AIFP
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Sri Lanka bombings put Christians
on frontline of religious divides

Ethnic and religious violence has plagued Sri Lanka for decades

COLOMBO: The Easter Sunday attacks on three
churches in Sri Lanka mark a devaslaling escalation of
violence against a Christian minorily that has been Lar-
geted in the past, but never to such brutal and deadly
effect. Ethnic and religious violence has plagued Sri
Lanka for decades, with a 37-year conflicl with Tamil
rebels that claimed 100,000 lives and an upswing in
recent years in clashes between the Buddhist majority
and Muslims.

While there have been attacks on Christians, their
communily had been left relatively unscathed, with
anti-Muslim  riots -
whipped up in part by
hardline, right-wing ‘ ‘
Buddhists grabbing the
headlines. But that changed
with Sunday’s bombings on
St Anthony’s Shrine in
Colombo, St Sebastian’s in
Negombo Lo the north of
the capital and the church
in the easlern cily of
Batticaloa. All three were
left in ruins, bodies
slumped over pews or lined up in aisles, torn bibles
strewn over the floor. Along with attacks on four
hotels, more than 290 people were killed.

Religious showdown

The US State Department’s most recent report on
religious [reedom said the National Christian
Evangelical Alliance of Sri Lanka had documented “97
incidents” of attacks on churches, intimidation and vio-
lence in 2017. Only around six percent of Sri Lanka’s
20-million-strong population is Catholic. Analysts say
the harassment is longstanding and goes on.

“There is a long history of attacks on churches,” said

Sri Lankans stunned
after deadly blasts

COLOMBO: As Shantha Prasad carried children
wounded in Sri Lanka’s deadly attacks into a Colombo
hospital, memories of the country’s deadly civil war
flooded back. “I carried aboul eight wounded children
yeslerday,” he said yeslerday, a day after a string of
blasts hit hotels and churches, killing nearly 300 people.

“There were two girls aged six and eight, the same
age as my daughters,” said Prasad, who helps carry
stretchers into the hospital’s triage area and wards. “Their
clothes were torn and drenched in blood. It is unbearable
Lo see Lhis kind of violence again.” For many Sri Lankans,
Sunday’s attacks against churches and high-end hotels
brought back painful memories of a conflict that lasted
three decades and killed as many as 100,000 people.

During those years, bomb altacks were a regular
occurrence, and left many Sri Lankans on edge in the
streets and on public transport. In the capital, street
sweeper Malathi Wickrama said yesterday she was now
nervous doing her job. “Now we are afraid Lo even
touch black plastic bags with garbage,” she said. “The
string of blasts yesterday brings back memories of the
time when we were alraid to go in buses or lrains
because of parcel bombs.”

‘We are resilient’

With the lifting of a nationwide curfew yesterday
morning, people began to emerge into Colombo’s streets,
where securily was heavy. Schools and the stock
exchange are closed, but some shops opened their doors
and public transport was [unctioning. Imtiaz Alj, a tuk-tuk
driver, was looking for customers in the capital, but said
his family was in mourning over the death of his nephew

Anger as Malaysian
cleared of
murdering an
Indonesian maid

KUALA LUMPUR: A Malaysian woman has
reportedly been cleared of murdering her
Indonesian maid, who was allegedly tortured and
forced to sleep outside with a dog, with activists
yesterday criticizing the “shocking” decision.
Adelina Sau died in February last year after being
found outside her employer’s home on the north-
ern Malaysian island of Penang, with her head and
face swollen and covered in wounds.

Many Indonesian maids work in more affluent
Malaysia and tales of abuse are common, but the
horrific nature of Sau’s case generaled headlines
and sparked diplomatic tensions between the
neighbors. Her employer, S Ambika, was charged
with murder - an offence thal carries a mandatory
death sentence in Malaysia - shortly after the 21-
year-old was rescued and died in hospital. But the
High Court in Penang dropped the murder charge
against her last week, local media reported, with-
oul saying why.

Prominent Malaysian human rights lawyer Eric
Paulsen called the decision “shocking and unac-
ceptable”. “This was one of the most public and
harrowing abuse cases ever recorded and vet the
attorney-general’s chambers somehow saw fit to
drop the charge,” Paulsen, a member of the
ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on
Human Rights said. — AFP

A long history
of attacks on
churches

Alan Keenan, a Sri Lanka expert with the International
Crisis Group, a monitoring body. “There was one on a
Methodist church last week, though nothing as massive
as Lhis case. It just does not gel international altention.”
Sunday’s attacks were the worst acts of violence since
the Tamil civil war that ended in 2009 and, during it’s
long hislory, saw numerous bombings and assassina-
lions across the country.

Rucki Fernando, a human rights activist, said there
have been regular cases of “local villagers or Buddhist
monks intimidaling a pastor or interrupling a prayer

service.” “Sri Lankan gov-
ernments have overlooked
violence against religious
minorities - both Christians
and Muslims-that has been
on the rise in recent years.
“But we have never seen
anylhing of this scale or
magnilude beflore.” Sri
’ ’ Lanka’s police chief Pujuth
Jayasundara issued a
nationwide alert 10 days
before the atlacks saying
suicide bombers planned to hit “prominent churches”.

Although no group has claimed responsibility for the
bombings, a radical Muslim group named in the police
alert, National Thowheeth Jama’ath, came to promi-
nence last year when its followers were accused ol van-
dalizing Buddhist statues. The group’s secrelary, Abdul
Razik, was arresled in November on charges ol inciling
religious disharmony. He was also delained in 2016 for
comments aboul other religions. Galagodaalte
Gnanasara, head of a radical Buddhist group, the BSS,
warned then of “a blood bath” unless Razik was arrest-
ed. Gnanasara has himself since served a jail term for
intimidating the wife of a missing journalist.
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COLOMBO: Sri Lankan security personnel inspect the debris of a car after it explodes when police tried to defuse
a bomb near St Anthony’s Shrine as priests look on in Colombo, a day after the series of bomb blasts targeting

churches and luxury hotels in Sri Lanka. — AFP

Sri Lanka saw weeks of riots last vear when
Buddhist-majority Sinhalese mobs attacked Muslim tar-
gels in the central district of Kandy. Three people were
killed and hundreds ol homes destroyed. Sunday’s
assault on Christian targets will only widen the sense of
fear and uncertainty fuelled by the communal tensions.

COLOMBO: People pray outside the St Anthony’s Shrine in Colombo a day after the building was hit as part of a
series of bomb blasts targeting churches and luxury hotels in Sri Lanka. — AFP

in the blast that hit the Cinnamon Grand hotel.

“The boy was jusl 23. He was a salesman al (the)
Cinnamon Grand hotel and he was to be married next
week,” Ali said. “We had made all the plans to hold the
wedding at home, bul loday it's a funeral house.” When
Ali stopped at a petrol station to get a back-up container
of fuel, the attendant said police had banned the sale of
petrol and diesel in cans and bottles for fear they could
be used Lo improvise bombs.

Elsewhere in the city, some residents were making
their way into work, determined Lo mainlain a semblance
of normality despite the tragedy. “We are resilient peo-

The wounded fight
on in India political

‘killing fields’

INDIA: P Jayarajan slowly raised his left hand and
pointed Lo a gap where a thumb had been hacked olff
before flagging a deep scar on his other arm - proud
war wounds from a past Indian political campaign.
“They tried to kill me in front of my wife and family but
I survived,” said the solt-spoken communist, a symbol
of Kerala’s status as a hotbed of political violence in
India, where violence between rival parties is common.
“I'lost the thumb and my arm was cut too. It was fixed
but there is no feeling,” the 67-year-old elecloral can-
didate said during a break from campaigning in India’s
marathon election. The southern state of 35 million
people votes in the latest round today.

Bul Jayarajan is nol just a viclim of whal Caravan
magazine has called “the killing fields of Kerala”, where
dozens have died in political battles in the past two
decades. Attacked two decades back, Jayarajan has
since been accused by rival parties of instigating simi-
lar attacks. He denies the charges. But Jayarajan’s can-
didacy in the Vadakara constiluency, in the north of the
state, has put a national spotlight on another bloody
campaign in Kerala. In February, just before the six
week long election was announced, two aclivists for the
opposition Congress party were killed.

Violent ‘blot’

Workers from Congress and the rival Left
Democratic Front alliance - led by the Communist Party
of India (Marxist) which rules the state - have fought
fierce clashes. The left wing parties have also fought
aclivists from Rashlriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), the

ple,” said Nuwan Samarweera, a 50-year-old office
worker. “We have seen so much violence during the civil
war. lor the outside world it may be big, but for us life
goes on,” he added.

“We have to gather ourselves and move on.” Ranjan
Christopher Fernand, 55, said his friend’s 11-year-old son
had been killed in Negombo. “This is the first time
Christians have been attacked like this in Sri Lanka,” he
said, driving his taxi around the capital. “Tonight we will
go to the church to pray for the victims. Of course 1 feel
afraid... but we have to go to church, we have to pray for
the injured Lo get well soon.” — AFP

VADAKARA: P Jayarajan, a Communist Party of India
(Marxist) electoral candidate and who was a target of
political violence in 1999, gestures during an interview
with AFP at Vadakara in the southern Indian state of
Kerala. —AFP

Hindu nationalist ideological parent of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s Bharatiya Janata party, according to
political writer Ullekh NP.

Fighting has intensified since the RSS and BJP
started trying lo make inroads in Kerala, said Ullekh,
who wrote “Kannur: Inside India’s Bloodiest Revenge
Politics” about a district near Vadakara. Ullekh said
the bloodshed was “a big blot” for Kerala. The vio-
lence was first started by the Congress party, accord-
ing to Ullekh, which has dominated India’s politics
since independence in 1947. “Congress did to other
protest movements and rivals what the colonial British
did to them before independence. The Communists
became militant in response,” he added. “This has now
become an issue of political one-upmanship between
rival ideologies.” — AFP

“There is a lot of fear, not just in the Christian commu-
nity but among everyone,” said the activist Fernando.
Cardinal Malcolm Ranjith, archbishop of Colombo, said
those behind the attacks should be punished “merci-
lessly”. “Only animals can behave like that,” he told
reporters. — Agencies

Mexico breaks violence record

MEXICO CITY: Violence in Mexico hit new heights
in the first quarter of 2019, with 8,493 murders record-
ed from January to March, according Lo official figures.
According to the Executive Secrelariat of the Public
Security National System, that number represents a 9.6
percent rise on the same period in 2018. Last year was
considered the most violent in Mexico’s history, with
over 33,500 murders — the highest number since
records began in 1997. The new record contradicts
claims by leftist President Andres Manuel Lopez
Obrador that murders have not increased during his
presidency, which began in December. At a Navy event
Sunday, Lopez Obrador defended the creation of a
National Guard, his key strategy Lo fight the wave of
violence that has engulfed Mexico since the govern-
ment declared war on the country’s powerful drug car-
tels in 2006. — AFP

I
Cash worth $113 m seized

KHARTOUM: Sudan’s army ruler General Abdel
Fattah Al-Burhan said that more than 113 million dollars
worth of cash in three currencies has been seized from
ousted leader Omar Al-Bashir’s residence. He said a
team of police, army and security agents found seven
million euros ($7.8 million), $350,000 and five billion
Sudanese pounds ($105 million) during a search at
Bashir's home. Sudan’s new acling prosecutor general
Al-Waleed Sayyed Ahmed meanwhile asked authorities
to register all private properties belonging to officials of
the previous regime, the official SUNA news agency
reported. He also asked them to stop processing
requests for the transfer of ownership of properties that
belonged Lo former regime officials and members of
their families. — AFP

|
Mudslide kills 17 in Colombia

BOGOTA: At least 17 people were killed and 13 others
were missing after a mudslide that buried eight houses
early Sunday in southwestern Colombia, authorities said.
The national risk management agency gave the updated
toll after rescue efforts in Rosas, in the department of
Cauca, were halted at nightfall. Reducing by two an ear-
lier toll of 19 killed that was given by firefighters, it
added that five people had also been injured.
Meanwhile, the estimated number of missing was con-
firmed by an agency official speaking on condition of
anonymity. A search had been underway for people who
might be trapped under rubble. The injured were treated
al hospitals near the scene of the disaster, the agency
said. It altributed the mudslide to the heavy rains that
have battered the country for several weeks. Mudslides
are common during Colombia’s rainy season. — AFP

|
Jihadists kill 11 Mali soldiers

BAMAKO: Suspected jihadists killed at least 11 sol-
diers in an allack Sunday in central Mali, the defense
ministry said yesterday. The military outpost at Guire
was allacked at around five in the morning, the ministry
said, adding that there were also a number of injuries
and damage. Earlier reports had put the number of sol-
diers killed at 10 or 12. “The terrorists came out of the
forest. They were on motorcycles and pick-up trucks.
They burnt vehicles and took away others,” a security
source, w