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Hospital fees hiked in bid to

push expats to private clinics

MPs debate employment of Kuwaitis, inflated bank accounts case

KUWAIT: Zain Saudi Arabia (Zain IKSA) announced
impressive [inancial results for all key indicalors for
the first quarter ended March 31, 2019. For the first
quarter of 2019, Zain KSA recorded revenues of SAR
2.1 billion ($558 million), a 24 percent increase to the
same period in 2018. Nel income for Q1 2019 reached
a healthy SAR 129 million ($34 million), a marked
improvement on the loss of SAR 77 million ($21 mil-
lion) recorded for Q1 2018.

Commenting on the results, Bader Al-Kharafi, Zain
Vice Chairman and Group CEO and Zain KSA Vice-
Chairman, said: “Despite the fierce competition present
in the Saudi telecom market, the operation’s ongoing
transformation has resulted in Zain KSA recording net
profit for three consecutive quarters with revenue grow-
ing quarter-on-quarter.” (See Page 11)

Zain KSA revenues soar
24% to SAR 2.1bn in Q1 2019

& Zain KSA Vice-Chairman

19% of students abused drugs

KUWAIT: A senior government official yester-
day said 18.6 percent of the 22,434 public and
private school students surveyed recently have
abused drugs. Drug-related deaths increased to
116 in 2018 after 68 such cases were recorded in
2017, Director of Drugs Control General
Department Brig Bader Al-Ghadouri said in a
statement. — Meshaal Al-Enezi

|
Iraqi PM meets Saudi King

BAGHDAD: Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul
Mahdi made his first visit to Saudi Arabia since
Llaking office six months ago, meeling King Salman
during the stop on a regional tour that has also
seen visits to Cairo and Tehran in recent weeks.
The premier went to Riyadh with a large delega-
tlion including officials and businessmen, with trade
billed as a prime focus of discussions. Abdul
Mahdi’s office said the leaders had signed 13
agreements in areas such as trade, energy and
political cooperation. — Reuters

|
Iraq bans PUBG over ‘violence’

BAGHDAD: Iraq’s parliament yesterday voted
unanimously to ban the popular but brutal online
game PlayerUnknown’s Battlegrounds for “inciting
violence” in the war-torn country. Specifically
naming PUBG and its rival Fortnite, among others,
lawmakers said the games “threaten social security,
morals, civics and education” in Iraq society. Iraqi
media had, for months, alleged that addiction to
playing PUBG had caused marital disputes and
even divorces. — AFP

|
Two women elected to Qatar council

DOHA: Two women won seats on Qatar’s 29-
member municipal council, the Gull emirate’s sole
elected body, the elections commiltee said yester-
day. Sheikha Al-Jafiri and Fatima Al-Kuwari
retained the seats they had won in 2015. Five
women were among the 85 candidates standing in
Tuesday’s election for the emirate-wide council.
The other three failed to win seats. Qaltar held its
first municipal election in 1999. — AFP

|
France to try Assad’s uncle

PARIS: The uncle of Syrian President Bashar Al-
Assad is to stand trial in France on charges of
building up a big property empire in the country
using funds from Syrian state coffers, legal sources
said yesterday. An investigating magistrate ordered
Rifaat Al-Assad to stand trial for organized money
laundering in building the €90 million property
portfolio in France. Rifaat, dubbed the “Butcher of
Hama”, has been under investigation in France
since 2014. — AFP

By A Saleh and B Izzak

KUWAIT: Expatriates will now have to pay a fee of
KD 10 when receiving treatment at public hospitals, the
health ministry said yesterday. The measure aims Lo
ease congestion at public hospitals, while allowing gov-
ernment-run clinics to take in more patients, the min-
istry said in a stalement. But informed sources said the
health ministry plans to limit treatment in government
hospitals only to Kuwaitis, and expats should go to pri-
vate hospitals or health insurance hospitals.

The sources said the ministry believes that improv-
ing health services and giving the best medicines will
not be achieved unless the number of patients is
reduced, as currently expat patients make up three
times that of Kuwaitis. The sources added the health
ministry recommended Lo the Cabinel earlier Lo consid-
er imposing health insurance on expats so they can be
sent Lo the privale seclor, or increase [ees in govern-
ment hospitals temporarily until the private sector can
absorb all expat patients.

Meanwhile, CEO of Al-Dhaman Health Assurance
Company Ahmad Al-Saleh said the company has com-

pleted the first stage of its healthcare system, saying it
will be a model locally and regionally that will con-
tribute to boosting healthcare indicators. The company
is getling ready to receive nearly two million expats at
its health facilities, as five centers have been equipped
in Hawally, Farwaniva, Dajeej, Jahra and Fahaheel in the
first stage, and all approvals have been oblained Lo gel
the licenses. The company will launch the second stage
according to demographic studies on the concentra-
tion of expats.

Al the National Assembly vesterday, MPs debated the
issue of unemployment of Kuwaitis and urged the govern-
ment Lo creale more jobs for nalionals, especially by
speeding up the replacement of expatriates. The Assembly
also warned the government to pay greater attention to a
case under investigation by the public prosecution in
which current and ex-MPs are among some 30 people
suspected of money laundering and corruption.

MP Abdulkareem Al-Kandari said he will grill HH the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah and
new MP Bader Al-Mulla said he plans to grill the
finance minisler in early June.

Continued on Page 24

Peru ex-president
Garcia kills self
to avoid arrest

LIMA: Peru’s former president Alan Garcia
died in hospital yesterday after shooling himself
in the head at his home as police were about to
arrest him in a sprawling corruption case, a par-
ty official said. He was 69. “Alan Garcia has died,
long live Apra,” said Omar Quesada, the general
secretary of Garcia’s American Popular

Revolutionary Alliance (Apra) party. Garcia was
resuscilated three times alter suffering cardiac
arrest while undergoing emergency surgery,
before finally succumbing, Peru’s Health
Minister Zulema Tomas had said.

The Casimiro Ulloa Emergency Hospilal in
Lima carlier confirmed he had suffered “a bullet
wound Lo his head”. “This morning there was a
regrettable accident: The president took the
decision to shool himself,” Erasmo Reyna,
Garcia’s lawyer, told reporters outside the hos-
pital after Garcia was admitted. The attempted
arrest took place at 6:30 am (1130 GMT) at
Garcia’s home in Lima’s upmarket Miraflores
neighborhood.

Interior Minister Carlos Moran said al a
news conlerence shortly belore Garcia died
that the former president had told police he
needed Lo call his allorney after they arrived al
his home lo arrest him. “He entered his room
and closed the door behind him,” Moran said.
“Within a few minutes, a shot from a fircarm
was heard, and police forcibly entered the
room and found Mr Garcia sitting with a
wound in his head.”

Police were acting on an arrest warrant for
money laundering that would have allowed
Garcia Lo be held for 10 days, giving authorilies
lime to gather evidence and prevent him from

Continued on Page 24

Alan Garcia

Bashir moved
to prison as
protesters rally

KHARTOUM: Sudan’s military rulers have transferred
ousted president Omar Al-Bashir to prison, a family
source said yesterday, as an array of protest groups
marched through Khartoum Lo join a sil-in at the army
complex. Following the dramatic end to Bashir’s rule of
three decades last week, he was moved late Tuesday Lo
Kober prison in the capital, the source said without
revealing his name for securily reasons. Wilnesses near
the prison in north KKhartoum said there was a heavy
deployment of soldiers and members of a paramilitary
group outside.

The 75-year-old’s whereabouts have been unknown
since a military takeover on Thursday, when the coun-
try’s new rulers said he was being held “in a secure
place”. Amnesty International called for Bashir to be
“immedialely handed over Lo the International Criminal
Court” in The Hague where he faces charges of geno-
cide, war crimes and crimes against humanity relaling
Lo the conflict in Darfur. “His case must nol be hurriedly
tried in Sudan’s notoriously dysfunclional legal system.

Continued on Page 24

Stricken Jet
suspends all
operations

MUMBAI: India’s debl-stricken Jel
Airways halted all of its operations yes-
lerday alter failing lo secure emergency
funding from lenders, leaving il leelering
on the edge of bankruptcy. “Jet Airways is
compelled to cancel all its international
and domestic flights. The last flight will
operale loday,” it said in statement. Jet
had asked a consortium of lenders led by
the State Bank of India to urgently pro-
vide four billion rupees ($57.5 million) but
said that this had not been forthcoming.
“This has been a very difficult decision
bul without interim funding, the airline is
simply unable to conduct flight opera-

lions in a manner that delivers Lo the very
reasonable expectations of its guests,
employees,
providers,” it added. The airline was once
India’s second-biggest by markel share
but is on the brink of collapse with debts
of more than $1 billion.

Jet was operating just five planes yes-
terday because it could not pay its bills,
down from a fleet of more than 120 at its
peak. The carrier has cancelled hundreds
ol flights in recent weeks, stranding thou-
sands of passengers. It has repeatedly
defaulted on loans and failed to pay staff
in recent months. The consortium took
control of Jet in March, pledging to give
$218 million in “immediate funding sup-
port” as part of a debt resolution plan.

Bul they have failed to release most of
the money and the banks also failed to
agree how Lo proceed alter a meeling of
several hours on Monday.

i

army complex yesterday. — AFP
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. MUMBAI: In this file photo taken on March 25, 2019, Jet Airways aircraft are seen
parked on the tarmac at Chattrapati Shivaji International Airport. — AFP

Continued on Page 24

. KHARTOUM: Sudanese protestors chant slogans and flash victory signs as they continue to protest outside the
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Amir receives Malaysian
speaker, state officials

Speaker Ghanem, Malaysian counterpart hold official talks

- KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber-Al-Sabah meets with Malaysia’s Speaker of the House of Representatives

= Mohamad Ariff Md Yusof. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber-Al-Sabah received yestlerday al
Bayan Palace Kuwail National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem and Malaysia’s Speaker of the
House of Representatives Mohamad Ariff Md Yusof.
His Highness the Amir also received President of the
Supreme Judicial Council and Constitutional Court
and Head of the Court of Cassation Youssil Al-
Mutwaa. His Highness the Amir wenl on lo receive
Acling Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh
Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

Meanwhile, Speaker Ghanem held official talks
with his Malaysian counterpart, which focused on
discussing means to strengthening bilateral rela-
tions, especially in parliamentary affairs. The talks
were altended by a number of MPs, along with the

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber-Al-Sabah meets with Acting
Prime Minister and Defense Minister Shelkh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

UN appreciates Kuwait’s
‘unlimited support’ for

a peaceful Mideast

delegation accompanying the Malaysian top law-
maker, in addition to respective ambassadors of
both countries.

In the meantime, Acting Premier Sheikh Nasser
Sabah Al-Ahmad also met with Malaysia’s Speaker of
the House of Representatives, and the cordial talks
revolved around matters of mutual concern and
bilateral lies, according Lo a defense ministry slate-
ment. Also yesterday, Kuwail’s Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah held talks with Malaysia’s
Speaker of the House of Representatives Mohamad
Ariff Md Yusof, which revolved around matters of
mutual concern and bilateral ties on regional and
global scales, the foreign ministry said in a statement
to the press. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s major and historic
role, as well as unlimited support for
all efforts to resolve the Middle East
crisis, is much appreciated, UN
Special Coordinator for the Middle
East Peace Process Nickolay
Mladenov said yesterday. This was
recognizably eminent during Kuwail’s

meeting with Deputy Premier and
Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah at Bayan Palace
carlier yesterday. Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled voiced appreciation to
Mladenov’s efforts in a bid to reach a
just and inclusive peace in the region.
Recent regional and international

non-permanent membership at the UN
Securily Council, noted the UN offi-
cial. His remarks came during his

Kuwait’s science,
engineering contest
important for students

KUWAIT: Minister of Oil, Minister ol Electricilty and
Water Khaled Al-Fadhel affirmed on Tuesday the
importance of Kuwail’s science and engineering com-
petition organized by Kuwait Science Club (KSC) in
supporting scientific research. Fadhel made the press
statement following a closing ceremony of the compe-
tition which was supported by the Kuwait Foundation
for the Advancement of Sciences, the Ministry of
Education, Kuwait University, the Kuwait Institute for
Scientific Research and the Public Authority for
Applied Education and Training as well as the
American Universily of the Middle East and Al-Kharalfi
Group. The officials developed the annual competition,
which targets male and female students of high schools
to practice scientific research and engineering design
called “innovation,” he said. The number of participants
has risen to 130 in the seventh edition of the contest,
which includes the scientific research and the engi-
neering design calegories, he added.

Meanwhile, head of KSC’s compelitive programs
and development sector Mohammad Al-Safar stressed
the club’s keenness on adopting and encouraging
youth to innovation and scientific research, referring to
the event’s importance in investing in human capital.
The contest includes 22 scientific fields suitable for all
ages, as knowledge economy requires a generation
capable development and self-reliance, he said. Also,
Education Ministry’s Undersecrelary for educalional

developments were also discussed
during the meeting, according Lo a for-
eign ministry statement.—KUNA
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His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber-Al-Sabah meets with
President of the Supreme Judicial Council and Constitutional Court and Head of
the Gourt of Cassation Youssif Al-Mutwaa.

Acting Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah meets with Malaysia’s Speaker

of the House of Representatives Mohamad Ariff Md Yusof.

" National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem meets with Malaysia’s Speaker of
the House of Representatives Mohamad Ariff Md Yusof.

KUWAIT: Deputy Premier and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah meets with the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace

Process Nickolay Mladenov.— KUNA
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KUWAIT: Minister of 0il and Minister of Electricity and Water Khaled Al-Fadhel speaks during the ceremony.— KUNA

development and activity sector Faisal Al-Meqseed
alfirmed the ministry is eager to focus mainly on
research and scientific activities to students as part of
its stralegies in disseminaling lechnology and sciences.
He said the ministry is also keen on backing talented

students in all fields so as to promote knowledge and
scienlific research. Thirly students won in the science
and engineering category, while three secondary
schools obtained the first two positions in the scientific
research domain. — KUNA

b s =
Kuwait’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets with

Malaysia’s Speaker of the House of Representatives
Mohamad Ariff Md Yusof.

Kuwait supports
recovery efforts
in New Zealand

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah has called for concrete
measures to support New Zealand in the aftermath of
the deadly attacks on lwo mosques in the cily of
Christchurch, a Kuwaili minister said yesterday. His
Highness the Amir commended New Zealand authori-
ties, chiefly Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern, for their
response lo the “horrific incident,” Depuly Prime
Minister and Minister of State for Cabinel Affairs Anas
Al-Saleh said in a statement. — KUNA

Kuwait’s charity
stresses offering aid
to displaced Iraqis

IRBIL: Head of Kuwait’s International Islamic Charity
Organization (IICO) Abdullah Al-Maatouq affirmed on
Tuesday that the basic and urgent needs of displaced
Iraqis in the shelters are met. After inspecting shelters of
displaced Iraqis east of Mosul, Maatouq said he would
urge charities in Kuwait to rapidly send urgent aid to the
displaced so as to alleviate their sufferings. He further not-
ed that the IICO, in collaboration with several government
charitable institutions and organizations, would provide
assistance quickly to mitigate the sufferings of displaced
Iraqis. The organization, in cooperation with other Kuwaiti
charitable bodies, has ambitious future projects to offer
the best humanitarian aid to displaced people and improve
their living conditions, he said.

In an earlier statement, Maatouq had stressed that the
shelters of displaced Iraqis lack a lot of services. During
tours to the shelters, he pointed out that the organization’s
delegation was briefed on ongoing and [uture needs of the
displaced. He said the current needs would be provided as
soon as possible, while the future ones will be studied for
carrying out them later. A large number of international
humanitarian organizations stopped assisting displaced
Iraqis as their areas were liberated. However the displaced
are slaying al shelters since their homes have been devas-
tated. The organization’s delegation visited Iraq Kurdistan
Region over the last days and inspected several shelters
there. It was apprised of projects carried out by Kuwait to
serve the displaced that included schools, health centers
and others. The IICO has provided several aid to displaced
Iraqis across Iraq. — KUNA
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Amir patronizes, attends Kuwait’s
10th int’l Holy Quran competition

Award strengthens the role of Kuwait’s leadership in the field of the Holy Quran: Minister

Thursday, April 18, 2019

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
patronized and attended Kuwail’s 10th
International Award for Memorizing the
Holy Quran al Bayan Palace yesterday.
His Highness the Amir was received by
Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs
Fahad Al-Shola, and members of the
judiciary committee. The ceremony wit-
nessed the attendance of Malaysian
Speaker of Parliament Mohamad Ariff
Yusof, Kuwail’'s Nalional Assembly
Speaker  Marzouq  Al-Ghanem,
Chairman of Kuwait’s Supreme Judicial
Council and the Cassation Court,
President of the Constitutional Court,
Justice Yousel Al-Mulawaa, Acling
Premier and Minister of Defense Sheikh
Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets the

honored participants.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is seen during the honoring ceremony.

several top officials.

The award aims Lo strengthen the role
of Kuwait’s leadership in the field of the
Holy Quran and to promote the role of
institutions and organizalions ol the Holy
Quran, Shola said. It also aims al defining
the Islamic and Arab nation in Holy
Quran readings and highlighting the role
of the imams of readings and the sci-
ences of the Holy Quran as well as
encouraging the memorizers of the Holy
Quran in studying the science of read-
ings, he conlinued. The award also aimed
al encouraging for more effort and lime
to memorize, recite and care for the Holy
Quran memorizers from the young gen-
eration and highlighting the civilized part
of Kuwait as a sponsor of the Holy
Quran worldwide, he added. — KUNA

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah honors a
participant.
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His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah poses in a group photo with the honored participants in Kuwait's 10th Intemational
Award for Memorizing the Holy Quran.

¥ G | u -
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah honors a
participant.
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His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is seen during the honoring ceremony.
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KUWAIT: Guif street’s seafront captured before sunset. — Photo by Mohammad Subhi (KUNA)

Thursday, April 18, 2019

Irench envoy holds reception, to pursue
cooperation in legal and juridical system

French government to renovate cancer hospital in Kuwait: Ambassador

KUWAIT: Ambassador of France to Kuwait Marie Masdupuy
delivers a speech during the event. — Photos by Joseph Shagra

By Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: A reception was held yesterday in honor of
friends and families of French residents in Kuwait, who
have been very supportive and appreciative of all aspects
of Irench interests here. The reception held al the ambas-
sador’s residence in Jabriva, and became a venue for

A French band performs on stage during the ceremony.

extending compassion and support to the French people
alter a massive fire gutted the historic Notre-Dame
Cathedral in Paris. “I dedicate this event tonight to around
400 firefighters who battled to control the fire at Notre
Dame de Paris,” said Ambassador Marie Masdupuy.

“It was a tragic event which devastated the historic
church in Paris, which is centuries old. From the moment it

Ambassador of France to Kuwait Marie Masdupuy poses with guests for a group photo.

went live on TV, many Kuwailis and other nationals have
been extending sympathies to us and inquiring what they
can do to help. They’ve been sending messages, and why
not? The tragedy is not just about Notre-Dame - it con-
cerns the world today, as she has stood tall at same loca-
tion for centuries and witnessed the ups and downs of
humanity. Thank you very much, I appreciate it a loL. Yes, it

KIB honored
for sponsoring
7th Ideal
Mother Award

KUWAIT: Kuwait International Bank
(KIB) was recently honored for ils
sponsorship of the 7th Ideal Mother
Award, organized annually by Al-
[Charafi Activily Kids Center under the
patronage of the President of the
Kuwail Foundation for Disabled
Children, Sabeeka Al-Jasser. The honor-
ing ceremony was attended by a num-
ber of notable figures and representa-
lives of large inslitutions across Kuwail,
recognizing their commitment to sup-
porting events and activities that have a
positive impact on the local community.
In recognition of its ongoing support
of the Ideal Mother Award over the
years, KIB was honored for its recent
sponsorship of the award’s latest edition.
The bank was recognized for its efforts
in cultivating a culture of acceptance
and support for people with disabilities.
Receiving the award on behalf of
KIB was Manager of the External
Communication at the bank, Fahad
Alsarhan. Meanwhile, Najia expressed
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KUWAIT: Kuwait International Bank is honored for sponsoring the 7th Ideal

Mother Award.

his pride at KIB receiving this award,
saying: “We are truly proud to be long-
term supporters and partners of the
Ideal Mother Award, reflecling our
strong belief in the importance of sup-
porting all facets of community devel-
opment. As partners in the community,
we remain dedicated to participating in
events and initiatives that aim at giving
back to the communily we belong to.”
KIB continues to reaffirm its positive

impact on the local community to which
it belongs by strengthening its social
role. The bank’s leading social responsi-
bility program fealures a wide range of
initiatives that serve people with dis-
abilities. Additionally, KIB aims at sup-
porting and participating in many
events and initiatives that serve all seg-
ments of the local community, thereby
promoling social unity beltween mem-
bers of the community.

Kuwaiti women union
appreciates political
leadership’s support

KUWAIT: Chairperson of Kuwaili Union of Women’s
Associations (KUWA) Sheikha Fadya Saad Al-Sabah
appreciated Tuesday the “historic endeavors” of the
political leadership for the support of woman at differ-
ent levels. Sheikha Fadya was addressing a press con-
ference held to announce festivities of the Kuwait
Women'’s Day, due on May 16. She added that May 16th

R e

was indeed a complex situation to battle the blaze in a
centuries-old edifice,” she said.

Masdupuy also announced that her government will
renovale a cancer hospital in Kuwait, which it will fund.
She lauded Kuwait’s current environment and defense
cooperation and her country’s willingness to pursue coop-
eration in legal and juridical systems.

reflected the “great ability of Women in holding
responsibility and contribute actively to development”
of the country.

Kuwaiti women won their political rights during a
historic parliamentary session on May 16, 2005, thus
they became able to vole and run for elections, a great
transformation in history of Kuwait, she said. Sheikha
FFadya said the festivities would feature the honoring of
several women for their achievements and contributions
which resulted in political rights. She said the event
would include an exhibition and a seminar about scien-
tific and cultural achievements of Kuwaiti women.
Sheikha Fadya said that the union would coordinate
with the Ministry of Information to publish the “Woman
Magazine,” which would highlight women issues and
their role in society. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Chairperson of Kuwaiti Union of Women’s Associations Sheikha Fadya Saad Al-Sabah speaks during a
press conference held to announce festivities of the Kuwait Women’s Day. — KUNA
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Measures to prevent small projects to
be used as backdoor for visa trafficking

Awqal ministry ends labor contract with violating company

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Manpower is reviewing
rules and conditions of registering and estimaling the needs
of small projects, so that new rules are added to guarantee
that advanlages given Lo their owners are nol abused, or
open a backdoor for visa trafficking. Sources said the review
became necessary after the discovery ol several allempls Lo
bypass laws organizing small projects, prompting the authori-
ty to suspend tens of files that are doubtful, as the companies
proved to be in violation of the interior ministry investiga-
tions department. The total number of licenses registered at
the authority for small projects is 7,876.

Workers’ sit-in

Awqafl and Islamic Affairs Ministry Assistant
Undersecrelary for Quran and Islamic Studies Walid Al-
Shuaib said the ministry has no relation to a sit-in held by
workers, especially since their salaries are paid by the com-
pany that supplies them, adding that it received all its finan-
cial dues in December. Shuaib said the ministry held meelings
with the concerned company during which it demanded that
the company adhere to the contract, noting that the company
did not comply with the conditions mentioned in the contract.
As a result, Shuaib said the awqal ministry decided to cancel
the contract with the company at the end of March through a
memo. Speedy measures are being taken, the most important
of which is corresponding with supervisory authorities such
as the State Audit Bureau to close the file of this company
permanently.

Egyptian consulate
Informed sources said a new location for the Egyptian
consulale is being mulled to move it from Salam, following
public objections. The sources expected the move to be to
one of two siles - in west Mishrel or Dajeej. Sources said in
any case, the move will not be made until after the holy month
ol Ramadan.

Fugitive caught

Sentences implementation deleclives arrested a [ugilive
Kuwaiti who escaped with the help of his friends in Kaifan.
Detectives received information that the wanted man was in a
Salmiya apartment, so they went there along with special
forces, stormed the apartment and arrested the [ugilive.
Detectives found another man with him who is also wanted to
serve senlences lolaling nine years in jail.

KUWAIT: A car flipped over on Sixth Ring Road near Khaitan. Farwaniya fire center responded and
used hydraulic equipment to free the driver, who was injured in the arm. Paramedics rushed him to
hospital. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun

Silk City board
of trustees

dissolved

KUWAIT: In a surprise move, the board of trustees of

Silk City and Boubyan Island was dissolved and the
CEO was lerminaled. All of them received thank you
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notes at their homes. Meanwhile, a new board will be
formed soon according to the requirements of the
mega projects and according to the vision of First
Deputy Premier and Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, with regards to the
required competencies for the coming stage. The dis-
solved board was made up of: Salem Matheeb Al-
Othainah, Mohammad Jassem Al-Marzouq, Imran
Habeeb Jouhar Hayal, Adnan Abdelaziz Al-Bahar,
Khalid Eid Al-Nasser, Tariq Abdelaziz Sultan Al-Essa,
Sarah Hussein Akbar, Abdelaziz Abdellatif Al-Ibrahim,
and CEO Faisal Al-Midleg. —Al-Qabas

‘Masked man’
used pepper spray
in robberies

KUWAIT: Policemen are looking for a masked
thief who used pepper spray during his crimes. A
police source said a 42-year-old Indian woman
from Mangafl sought police’s help, saying a
masked man stormed her apartment and sprayed
her with pepper spray. She said she became
unconscious after falling on the ground, noling
that money and jewelry were stolen from the
apartment. Detectives who are investigaling
found that several apartments were robbed by
the masked man the same way.

Syrian deported to Iran

Criminal detectives deported a Syrian man to
Iran alter convicling him of drug smuggling and
after he served his jail sentence al the central
prison. The Syrian was arrested on arrival from
Tehran with a large quantity of drugs. Separately,
two Bangladeshis were sent to the deportation
department after being caught in Hawally, and
were found to have entered the country illegally.

Harassment

A restaurant worker thought he had bought
the silence of an Egyptian woman with KD 30
after commilling indecent acls with her inside a
building’s elevator. The woman pretended to
accept his offer, then told her father about what
happened. He told detectives, who arrested the
suspect. He was sent to concerned authorities for
further legal action. —Translated by Kuwait
Times from Al-Rai
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Thunderstorms kill at least 35 in western India

tional |

*

Party’s over: Rio reels
from deadly disasters
Page 9 Page 8

CUCUTA: People carry goods along the ‘trochas’-illegal trails on the border between Cucuta in Colombia and San Antonio del Tachira in Venezuela.

Venezuelan scavengers vie with vultures

Migrants scrape out a living scavenging for metal, plastic, food in Brazil

— AFP

PACARAIMA: Surrounded by vultures perched on
lrees awailing their turn, Venezuelan migrants scrape
oul a living scavenging for metal, plastic, cardboard
and food in a Brazilian border town’s rubbish dump.
Trapped in a wasteland limbo, they barely make
enough to feed their families and cannot afford a bus
ticket to get away and find regular work in Brazilian
cities Lo the south. They blame leftist President
Nicolas Maduro for mismanaging their oil-producing
nation’s economy and causing the deep crisis that has
driven several million Venezuelans to emigrate across
Latin America.

“I left because I was dying of hunger. We are trying
to gel ahead looking through this rubbish. Every night
I pray to God to take me out of here,” said Rosemary
Tovar, a 23-year-old mother [rom Caracas. Tens of
thousands of Venezuelans have fled the political and
economic upheaval in their country through

Pacaraima, the only road crossing to Brazil, overload-
ing social services and causing tension in the northern
border state of Roraima.
More  than 40,000
Venezuelans have swollen
the population of state ‘ ‘
capital Boa Vista by 11 per-
cent, Mavor Tereza Surita
told Reuters.

The influx has also been
a headache for Brazil’s new,
[ar-right government of
President Jair Bolsonaro,
who has so far resisted US
pressure to take a more
forcelul attitude against Maduro. About 3.7 million
people have left Venezuela in recent years, mostly via
its western neighbor Colombia, according to the

I left because
I was dying of
hunger

World Bank. A dozen Venezuelans scramble Lo grab
bags of rubbish that tumble from the Pacaraima trash
truck twice a day. They then
sift through the piles as
fetid plumes of smoke rise
from the smoldering landfill.
Sometimes they scavenge
al night using headlamps.
“We are looking for
copper and cans, and
hopefully something valu-
, , able, even food,” said
Astrid Prado, who is eight
months pregnant. “My goal
is to get oul of here.
Nobody wants to spend their life going through
garbage.” Charly Sanchez, 42, arrived in Brazil a year
ago and has not been able to get to Boa Vista to get

his work papers so that he can find employment. “We
live off this. We make enough to buy rice, maybe
some sausage, but not enough to buy a ticket to Boa
Vista,” he said. Copper pays best, 13 reais ($3.30) a
kilo, but it takes Sanchez a whole week to gather that
much “wire by wire.”

On a lucky day he said he had found a discarded
cellphone, but not today. Some spaghetti, a small jar of
sugar and a bit of cooking oil was Sanchez’s pickings
for the day. Samuel Esteban, using a breathing mask
for the smoke, stuffed cardboard into a large sack. For
50 kilos he will earn five reais, one third of the mini-
mum monthly wage in Venezuela but just enough to
buy a liter of milk in Brazil and some bread. Tovar crit-
icized Maduro for denying that Venezuela is facing a
humanilarian crisis. “He is so wrong. Look al us here
in this dump,” she said. “If Maduro does not leave
Venezuela, I will never return there.” — Reuters

India cancels poll |
in southern area
over ‘vote buying’

NEW DELHI: Indian election authorities
have cancelled voling in a southern region of
the country after seizing more than 110 million
rupees ($1.5 million) they believe was meant
Lo influence the outcome, officials said yester-
day. It is the first lime a ballot has been can-
celled in a national election over attempted
vole-buyving, officials said. The decision
comes as Indians vole in a mammoth national
clection being held over several phases, the
next of which begins today.

But voters in the Vellore constituency in
coastal Tamil Nadu state will not be going to
the polls as scheduled after the Eleclion
Commission of India ruled there were fears of
a “syslemalic design lo influence volers”. The
ruling came after authorities seized more than
110 million rupees [rom a candidale in the
run-up to the vote. The commission said late
Tuesday that the environment in Vellore was
no longer conducive to “free and ethical”
elections.

No fresh date has been announced for
polling in the constituency. Nearly 100 con-
stituencies in 13 states go to the polls today in
the second round of the seven-phase election
that began on April 11. Almost 900 million vot-
ers are eligible Lo cast their voles Lo elect 543
members to the lower house of the parliament,
with results expected on May 23. Altempls to
secure votes in return for cash, liquor, electron-
ic gadgets and even goats have been reported

g ‘I.-'r L P
E SRIKHOLA, India: Indian poll station workers transport Electronic Voting Machines (EVM) and Voter-

Verified Paper Audit Trail (VZWPAT) machines with a horse on the trek to the remote high altitude
Darjeeling constituency polling station in Srikhola. — AFP

across Tamil Nadu in the run-up to voting.
More than 1.3 billion rupees ($18.7 million)
and one ton of gold worth 3 billion rupees have
been seized in the state since the poll dates
were announced on March 10. Elsewhere in the
counlry, polls have been delayed by five days in
parts of the northeastern state of Tripura over

security [ears. Polls will be held there on April
23 instead ol loday. And in the countlry’s easl,
Bangladeshi star aclor Ferdous Ahmed has been
forced to leave India after he was discovered
campaigning for a candidate from the opposi-
tion Congress partly, officials at the Bangladesh
High Commission in Kolkala said. — AFP

Malaysia probes talk on
women giving up hijab

KUALA LUMPUR: Islamic officials in Malaysia have launched an inves-
tigation into a public event that discussed women who stop wearing the
hijab, according to a group of female activists who spoke at the forum. The
probe into Saturday’s “Malay Women and De-hijabbing” talk is the latest
sign of growing Muslim conservalism in the mulli-ethnic nation, which
critics say is chipping away at a traditionally tolerant brand of Islam.

The forum took place at a book shop outside Kuala Lumpur to mark
the launch of a book called “Unveiling Choice”, about author Maryam
Lee’s decision Lo stop wearing the headscarfl. At the three-hour event,
Lee and two other Muslim women shared their experiences about giving
up the hijab.

The number of women from the country’s ethnic Malay Muslim majori-
Ly wearing the headscarf has been increasing, in line with growing con-
servalism, but it is also common to see Muslim women without their
heads covered. Following a social media backlash, the religious affairs
minister called for an investigation, and officers from the Islamic affairs
department visited the shop Lo gel copies of the book and lalked Lo a
staff member, the women said.

“We condemn this unnecessary investigation as abuse of power to
harass and intimidate women activists,” said the trio in a statement late
Tuesday. “We are ready Lo give full cooperation Lo the authorilies however
we are unequivocal that there has been no transgression of Malaysian
laws.” The Islamic affairs department in central Selangor state, which is
reported to be probing the incident, did not immediately respond to
requests for comment.

In a stalement on Facebook, Religious Affairs Minister Mujahid Yusof
Rawa had expressed concern about the event and called on Islamic author-
ities to probe it in a “[air and just manner”. About 60 percent of Malaysia’s
32 million inhabitants are Muslim Malays and the country is also home to
substantial minorities of ethnic Indians and ethnic Chinese, who do not typ-
ically follow Islam. Members of different races and religions generally live
side by side harmoniously but critics say that influential Muslim hardliners
are pushing an increasingly conservative form of Islam. — AP
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Military considering ‘all options’ as
Algerians vow to continue protests

Army chief says lime running out after weeks of protests

ALGIERS: Algeria’s army chief said the military was con-
sidering all options to resolve the national political crisis
and warned “time is running out”, after weeks of anti-gov-
ernment protests. Lieutenant-General Ahmed Gaed Salah’s
remarks were the strongest indication yet that the military,
which has said it supports a transition period after the
April 2 resignation of President Abdelaziz Bouteflika, is
losing patience. In a speech broadcast on state television,
Salah, speaking at a military base in the central town of
Ouargla, urged protesters who have been gathering since
Feb. 22 to avoid violence.

“All options are open in the pursuit of overcoming the
different difficulties and finding a solution to the crisis as
soon as possible, in a way that serves our nation’s interests
without regard to individual interests,” he said. Salah did
not specify what measures the army could take. But he
said: “We have no ambition but to protect our nation.” The
army patiently monitored the mostly peaceful protests that
somelimes swelled Lo hundreds of thousands of people.

But Salah intervened when Bouteflika sought to extend
his fourth term, declaring him unfit for office in a bid to
avoid prolonged turmoil. Parliament named an interim
president and a July 4 election date was set in a transition
the army said it would support. Bouteflika’s departure
failed to placale many Algerians who want to topple the
old guard and its associales. Protesters want a clean break
with the ruling elite - veterans of the war of independence
against Irance, the ruling party and oligarchs - and sweep-
ing democratic reforms.

Analysts say the army has been acting within the frame-
work of the conslitution to avoid giving any impression of
a coup. In the early 1990s, the military cancelled an elec-
tion Islamists were poised to win, triggering a civil war
that killed an estimated 200,000 people and ravaged
Algeria. “The army’s leadership does not take any decision

Fear, uncertainty
haunt shelter near
Libyan front line

AIN ZARA: Sadness and fear are etched into the faces of
those lining up for food near the front line of fighting that
is raging on the outskirls of Libya’s capital. One of those
who have sought refuge in a district town hall is Fatma Al-
Naami, a 49-year-old widow who just lost her only child
when her house was bombed. “My son died because of
this dirty war,” she says, unable to contain her lears as she
recounts how he was hit by shrapnel and died of his
injuries two days later. “I feel I can’t go on alone... I feel
like the living dead,” says Naami, who lost her husband to
illness. Nol far from her, in the small garden of the Ain Zara
town hall, a group of children seem to have kept their
carefree spirit.

Twelve-year-old Mahmoud is playing with his new
friends who have also escaped the fighting south of the
vast suburb dotted with farms. Together with his parents,
he had to hastily abandon his home in nearby Al-Keheli
amid the fighting that has raged for nearly two weeks.
They are among the latest victims of violence in the North
African country that has been plunged into chaos since
NATO-backed forces overthrew former dictator
Muammar Gaddafi in 2011.

Violent clashes

Since April 4, gunfire and explosions have rocked the
southern outskirts of Tripoli, amid an attack from strong-
man Khalifa Haftar and his self-styled Libyan National
Army (LNA). Pushing back against his offensive are forces
of the internationally recognized Government of National
Unity (GNA) headquartered in the capital. Some of the
most violent fighting has shaken the suburbs of Ain Zara,
about 10 kilometers south of central Tripoli, an arca where
creeping urbanization has nibbled away at farmlands. A
total of 189 people have been killed and more than 800
wounded in the clashes, many of them civilians, according
to the World Health Organization.

More than 18,000 internally displaced people - 7,000
of them from Ain Zara - have had to seek refuge with rela-
tives or in shelters, says the UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. “I left home a week
ago with my wife and son Mohamad,” one of them,
Abdessalam said. “The fighting became so violent that we
didn’t sleep for days.” Abdessalam said he was “lucky” to

Instagram accounts of
Revolutionary Guards
commanders blocked

TEHRAN: The Instagram accounts of several Iranian
Revolutionary Guards commanders have been blocked, the
Tabnak news website reported Tuesday, with the photo-
sharing websile saying it was complying with US sanctions.
The United States announced on April 8 that it has placed
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, the ideological
army of the Islamic republic, on their list of “foreign terror-
ist organizations”. Tabnak, a site close lo Iranian conserva-
tives, said Instagram blocked the accounts of Major
General Mohammad Ali Jafari, Major General Mohammad
Bagheri and Major General Ghassem Soleimani.

Access to Soleimani’s account, which was working last
week, was denied on Tuesday. “Sorry, this page isn’t avail-
able,” read a message on the account. “The link you fol-
lowed may be broken, or the page may have been
removed.” Contacted by AFP, an Instagram spokesperson
said it was operating “under the constraints of US sanc-
tions laws”. “We work with appropriate government
authorities Lo ensure we meel our legal obligations, includ-
ing those relating to the recent designation of the IRGC,”
the spokesperson added.

Iran’s Telecommunications Minister Mohammad-Javad
Azari Jahromi appeared to be referring to Instagram’s
move with a tweel on Tuesday. “When you lear oul a man’s
longue, you aren’t proving him a liar, you're only lelling the
world that you FEAR what he might say,” he wrote on
Twitter. Facebook, Twitter and the Telegram messenger
service are officially banned in Iran, making Instagram the

that does not serve the country and the people,” said
Salah, adding that some parties were not happy with the
“peaceful protests”.

Algeria’s God

Salah accused a former intelligence chief of trying to
undermine the transition, in a clear reference to General
Mohamed Mediene, a spy chief dubbed “Algeria’s God”
because many saw him as the real authority. “I send Lo this
person a final warning,” said Salah. “And in case he per-
sists in his actions, firm legal measures will be taken
against him.” Bouteflika fired Mediene in 2015 in an
altempl lo weaken the intelligence services, but he is still
seen as one of the most powerful figures in Algeria.

Bouteflika, rarely seen in public since a stroke in 2013,
also worked for vears Lo ease the generals’ clout and make
the presidency more powerful by sacking dozens of top offi-
cers. But the army is still the most powerful institution in
Algeria. It has swayed politics from the shadows for decades
and is expected to help guide the transition process. Earlier
on Tuesday, the chairman of the Constitutional Council, Tayib
Belaiz, quit his post, stale news agency APS said. That fol-
lowed calls for his resignation by protesters who say he is
part of a ruling clite they want abolished.

Belaiz submilted his resignation to interim President
Abdelkader Bensalah, APS reported, citing a statement
from the council. He was replaced by Kamel Fenich, a lit-
tle-known judge and member of the council, state TV said.
Thousands of demonstrators marched through the streets
of Algiers and in cilies across the country on Tuesday, call-
ing for radical change in the eighth week of mass protests.
Belaiz’s departure could herald that of other senior politi-
cal figures who protesters want removed. These include
Bensalah, who was appointed interim president after Salah
managed Bouteflika’s exit. — Reuters

AIN ZARA, Libya: Displaced Libyans cook at a school
turned into a shelter on the southern outskirts of the capi-
tal Tripoli. — AFP

have found refuge in a university residence near the town
hall. “Other large families sometimes crowd seven people
into a room,” he explained.

‘Children suffer trauma’

Faced with the influx of displaced people, Ain Zara
town hall has sel up a crisis commiltee, a food bank and a
makeshift pharmacy to manage donations of food and
medicines. “We collect donations for the displaced, to
whom we distribute more than 1,500 family food baskets
every day,” Ain Zara mayor Abdul Wahed Ballug said.

“We have made the universily residence available o
them,” he said, adding with regret that it can accommodate
no more than 500 people. Ballug deplored what he said
was a lack of assistance from local and international
organizations. “Is it conceivable that an international
organization gives us 10 mattresses and a few products
and then announces that it has helped us?” he said. Nor
was there any state assistance, Ballug said, pointing out
that “only businessmen and traders came to the rescue of
the displaced”. — AFP

only major social media service accessible in the country
without the use of a virtual private network, or VPN, to
bypass censorship.

In another development, Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan yesterday met with Iran’s foreign minister,
who arrived in Ankara to brief him on his meeting with
Syria’s President Bashar Al-Assad. Turkey supports Syrian
opposition rebels and Iran backs Assad in Syria’s long war,
but the two sides have been expanding contacts amid
international efforts to end the fighting. Kazakhstan will
host a [resh round of Syria talks on April 25-26 in ils capi-
tal, recently renamed from Astana to Nur-Sultan.

“I had a long interview with Bashar Al-Assad. I will be
giving details of these discussions to Mr Erdogan,” Iran’s
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zaril told reporters in
translated comments. Ankara broke ties with Damascus in
2011 after the start of the Syrian war, and Erdogan has in
the past described Assad as an “assassin”. But Erdogan
acknowledged in February that low-level contacts have
been taking place and his rhetoric has also softened in
tone in recent months. — Agencies
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. ng ‘peaceful’ rallied in the capital as they defiantly faced police officers who barred them from reaching the focal

point of weeks of protests. — AFP

Benin votes - but
with no opposition
to choose from

COTONOU: Benin voles for a new parliament on April 28, but
a country that was once seen as a model of democracy in
Alrica is facing a worrying political crisis. Volers in the small
West African state will get only one choice of members of par-
liament - for the first time in three decades, the opposition will
not take part. Election watchdogs last month ruled that only
two parties, both allied to President Patrice Talon, met tough-
ened conditions of admissibility under new clectoral laws.

Their decision effectively barred the entire political
opposition from fielding candidates. “This is the first time
that opposition parties will not be taking part in legislative
elections since the return of the democralic era in 1991,
said Steve Kpoton, a lawyer and political analyst. Before
1991, Benin struggled under decades of authoritarian rule.
The transition to democracy brought a flowering of politi-
cal competition - five years ago, voters could chose from
20 parties for the 83 seats in parliament.

New election rules
But this year, lawmakers from the ruling party pushed
through a new electoral code. Critics say the rules were
too tough and bureaucratic, and opposition parties failed
to meet all the administrative requirements in time. Eric

Houndete, deputy speaker of parliament and the leader of
an opposition coalition, warned of public anger. “Benin will
not allow 83 personal deputies of the head of stale lo be
appointed to parliament,” he said. Public protests have
been broken up by security forces. Talon, elected in 2016,
portrays himself as reformer and modernist. He defended
the electoral code, saying it would bring together the
scores of political parties into simpler blocs.

“There are more than 250 political parties... each of
these new parties includes dozens of political movements,”
Talon said this month. Instead, he said he wanted to see par-
lies coalesce into a third and fourth coalition to counterbal-
ance the two main parties - that both back him - in parlia-
ment. “I am pragmatic, I am a realist,” Talon said. “I am
someone who moves forward despite the difficulties.” But
Talon, a 60-vear old millionaire former businessman who
made his money in cotton and ports, has also been repeat-
edly accused of authorilarianism since coming Lo power.

Civil society groups say the new clectoral code is a
“democratic retreat.” “An election can only be democratic
when it brings into compelition political forces favorable
to power, and political forces opposed to power,” said civil
society coalition Social Watch Benin. The coalition, along
with other groups, has suspended its role in the electoral
process, including not deploying observers. “Civil society
cannot condone this serious attack on democracy”, said
Hubert Acakpo, chiel of a walchdog group called SOS
Credible Elections.

KCpoton, the analyst, warned the vote would produce a
parliament “exclusively” under the power of the president,
and able to change the country’s constitution. Others fear
that is exactly president’s aim. — AFP
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Fearing death, runaway Saudi sisters
appeal for international protection

‘We are in danger ......... Please help us’

TBILISI: Two Saudi sisters ook Lo Twiller yesterday
to plead for international protection and a safe haven,
saying their lives would be at risk if they went back to
the conservalive kingdom. The women, in their 20s, said
they had arrived in the former Soviet republic of
Georgia and needed help from the international com-
munily Lo find a new country Lo call home. “We are in
danger. We need your support to deliver our voice. We
want protection. We want a country ... (that) welcomes
us and protects our rights. Please help us,” the pair
wrote on a shared Twilter account named
GeorgiaSisters.

The case is the latest to draw attention to Saudi
Arabia’s strict social rules, which force women Lo oblain
the permission of a male “guardian” il they wanl Lo
work, marry or travel. Rights groups say the system can
trap women and girls as prisoners of abusive families,
and the sisters are not the first Saudi women to seek
urgenl refuge outside their homeland. The sisters, who
identified themselves as Maha Al-Subaie, 28, and Wafa
Al-Subaie, 25, posting photos of their passports online,

said they were seeking protection from the United
Nations refugee agency (UNHCR).

They initially said they had become stranded in
Georgia after the Saudi government suspended their
passports and that members
of their family had come look-
ing for them, bul later retract-
ed this version of events. “We
are conflused,” they wrole.
“We are lerrilied as (we’ve)
never been beflore. Been cry-
ing all the time not knowing
what’s next. We do not feel
sale,” they said in a tweel that
was later cancelled.

Court postpones
hearing
trial of rights

request for comment. Earlier this year, a Saudi teen who
had holed up in a Thai airport hotel to escape her [ami-
ly won asylum in Canada. In 2017, a Saudi woman who
had sought asylum in Australia, saying she feared vio-
lence from relatives, was
stopped on a layover in the
Philippines and returned to
Riyadh.

Second-class Saudis
Separately yesterday, a
Saudi court postponed a
hearing in the trial of several
women rights activists who

had campaigned for the right

in the

activists

Georgia’s interior ministry
said the sisters had not asked
for asylum or any help. Nino Kajaia, a UNHRC spokes-
woman in Georgia said the agency could not discuss
individual cases due Lo confidentialily. The Saudi
embassy in Thbilisi did not immediately reply to a

to drive and an end to the
guardianship system. Shortly
alter their campaign, the kingdom got rid of the driving
ban in a move that won positive headlines worldwide.
Yel some of the women who had fought for that very
right said they were subjecled Lo lorlure in delention,

be il electric shocks, flogging or sexual assaull - some-
thing authorities deny.

Suad Abu-Dayyeh, Middle-East consultant for
women'’s rights group Equality Now, said Saudi women
were lreated as minors and second-class cilizens
because of the guardianship system. “This creates an
oppressive situation, both inside the family environment
and within the country as a whole, so it is understand-
able that many women and girls want to escape,” she
told the Thomson Reuters Foundation.

“The UN and international community need to place
greater pressure on the Saudi Arabian government to
give women and girls the liberly Lo [reely exercise their
civil rights in their own country, and without persecu-
tion.” The lifting of the driving ban, which for years
drew international condemnation, was welcomed by
Western allies as proof of a new progressive trend in
Saudi Arabia. But it has been accompanied by a crack-
down on dissent, and many Saudis fear the reforms
could provoke a backlash from religious conservatives
once seen as dominant. — Reuters

Talks in trouble

News in brief

150 missing after shipwreck

KINSHASA: About 150 people are missing after
a boat sunk on a lake in eastern Democratic
Republic of Congo, President Felix Tshisekedi
said. “I am very saddened by the shipwreck of a
pirogue on Lake Kivu. The provisional toll is 150
people missing,” Tshisekedi said on his office’s
Twitter account. Delphin Mbirimbi, a local activist
in South Kivu province, told Reuters that the boat,
which had departed from neighboring North Kivu
province, wrecked on the lake near Kalehe terri-
tory. He said three bodies had been recovered, 33
people had been rescued and another 150 pas-
sengers were missing. Tshisekedi said he was fol-
lowing the situation closely “in order to identify
and sanction those responsible”. Deadly boat
accidents are common in Congo, a vast, forested
counlry which has few roads outside of major
towns and where boats are frequently loaded well
beyond their capacity — Reuters

]
Second wave of tornadoes

TEXAS: Tornadoes and thunderstorms will hit
the US South and Midwest for a second time this
week, starting today afternoon and pushing east-
ward, forecasters said. At least five people,
including three children, were killed over the
weekend in a storm system that drove more than
three dozen tornadoes across the US South.
Communities in central Texas and western
Louisiana, already hil by flash floods and twisters
in the first round, will be hit once more by high
winds, twisters and inlense rain, according Lo
AccuWeather and the NWS. “This is a danger-
ous, vigorous storm,” Jim Hayes, a meteorologist
with the National Weather Service’s Weather
Prediction Center in Maryland, said yesterday.
The storm is expected lo stretch from lowa and
Missouri in the north through Kansas, Oklahoma
and Texas Lo the south, said AccuWeather Senior
Meteorologist John Feerick. — Reuters

|
13 sentenced in Guinea

CONAKRY: A court in the West African state of
Guinea has handed down life sentences to 13
people accused of killing a Saudi preacher whose
sermon is believed to have angered local vil-
lagers. The court in the eastern town Kankan on
Monday recommended the defendants serve a
minimum of 30 years for the January 2018 shool-
ing. All but one of the 13 were sentenced in
absentia - 12 are suspected to have fled abroad.
“The ringleader, Moussa Kante, was the only one
who was in court, pleading not guilty,” Judge
Kpoulomou Gbamon said. The preacher, Abdul
Aziz Tuwaijri, was shol dead in the village of
Kantebalandougou, near the border with Mali
and Ivory Coasl. He was on a mission to build
mosques and spread the conservative Wahabi
form of Islam in Guinea, a country where Islam,
the predominant religion, is traditionally moder-
ate and often incorporates animist beliefs. — AFP

|
Sudan rebels suspend hostilities

KHARTOUM: A Sudanese rebel leader yester-
day ordered a three-month suspension of hostil-
ities in Blue Nile and South Kordofan states
where his forces have been fighling government
troops. “As a goodwill gesture... to give a chance
for an immediate transfer of power lo civilians, I,
commander of SPLM-N announce the suspend-
ing of hostilities for three months in all areas
under its control until July 31,2019,” the leader of
the Sudan’s People’s Liberation Movement-
North, Abdulaziz al-Hilu, said in a statement.
Hilu’s announcement comes days after Sudan’s
new military rulers, who took power last week
after toppling veteran president Omar Al-Bashir,
declared a ceasefire in all three of the country’s
conflict zones - the weslern region of Darfur
included. Blue Nile and South Kordofan lie on
the border with South Sudan and there was
strong support in both states for the decades-
long rebellion that culminated in the south’s
secession in 2011. — AFP

as Taleban slam
the guest list

KABUL: An upcoming conference between Afghan
representatives and the Taleban appeared to be in trou-
ble yesterday even before it begins, with the militants
deriding Kabul's plan to send 250 delegates-several of
whom have already dropped out. President Ashraf
Ghani’s administration had announced Tuesday a list of
people from all walks of Afghan life, including some from
the government, that it wants to send to the so-called
intra- Afghan dialogue in Doha this weekend.

But the Taleban poured scorn on the lengthy list, say-
ing it was not “normal” and that they had “no plans” to
meel with so many people. “The creators of (the) Kabul
list must realize that this is an orderly and prearranged
conference in a far-away Khalegji (Gulf) country and not
an invitation to some wedding or other parly at a hotel
in Kabul,” Taleban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid said
in a statement.

The Taleban-who see Ghani as a US stooge and his
government as a puppet regime-also continue to insist
they will not be negolialing with ICabul at the confer-
ence, and any administration officials are involved mere-
ly in a “personal capacity”. Further doubts were cast
when some of those Ghani said would attend the confer-
ence announced they would not go. Ghani’s own running
male Amrullah Saleh, the former head of Alghan intelli-
gence and a longlime Taleban crilic, was among them.

The Taleban “should agree to direct & focused nego-
liations with the Afghan government”, he tweeled. Alla
Mohammad Noor, a key opposition figure and former
governor of Balkh province, had also been included on
the list, which was meant as an inclusive representation
of Afghan sociely. But Noor slammed the delegalion as
politically biased toward Ghani. “We won't be attending
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ISLAMABAD: Pakistani and Afghan refugee girls play on a

ground on the outskirts of Islamabad. Afghanistan has pub-

lished a lengthy list of delegates who will meet with the Taleban in Doha this week. — AFP

the talks with this running order,” Noor tweeted yester-
day, adding he viewed the list as Ghani’s “intentional acl
to sabotage the peace efforts”.

‘Pick and choose’

A senior Taleban commander based in Pakistan told
AFP that the mammoth delegation showed the
“Americans and their puppet Afghan government are not
serious about the peaceful settlement of the issue”.
Ghani mel with the delegales veslerday, giving no indi-
calion of any trouble, saying: “We and the Alghan nation
expectl you to return home successfully and proudly
from meeling with the Taleban in Qalar.”

The US has been holding separate bilateral peace
negotiations with the Taleban in Doha as part of a
months-long peace push led by Washington. The intra-
Afghan dialogue comes as part of the effort, but the US

is not believed to be attending. Taleban expert
Rahimullah Yusulzai told AFP that while the Afghan gov-
ernment needs to be inclusive in who it sends to Doha,
“this is not realistic”. “I have seen in the list people who
have no influence. You have to pick and choose, 250 is
nol manageable,” Yusulzai said.

“The Afghan government is under pressure. With the
elections coming, they don’t want to make anyone angry.
There are alliances to keep in mind,” he added, referring
to presidential elections set for September. Yusufzai
predicted the conference would be postponed, and that
finding a new date might be tough before Ramadan
begins next month. The developments come as fresh
violence rips across Afghanistan with the Taleban
launching their so-called spring offensive. The militants
now control or influence about hall the country, and last
year was Lhe deadliest vel [or civilians. — AFP

Palestinian

L]
economy in
‘crisis’
JERUSALEM: The World Bank warned
vesterday of a deepening economic crisis
in the occupied West Bank if the
Palestinian Authority and Israel do not
resolve a dispute over tax transfers. Israel
collects around $190 million a month in
customs duties levied on goods destined
for Palestinian markets that transit through
its ports, and then transfers the money to
the PA. In February, Israel decided Lo
deduct around $10 million a month from
the revenues-the sum the PA paid families
of prisoners or prisoners themselves serv-
ing time in Israeli jails-prompting the
Palestinians to refuse any funds at all.

Israel sees the payments to those who
have carried out attacks against Israclis as
encouraging further violence. The PA
describes the payments as a form of wel-
fare, while Palestinians venerale prisoners
jailed by Israel as heros for their cause. In
its report, the World Bank said the unre-
solved standoff deepened a “fiscal crisis”
that could increase the PA’s financial gap
from $400 million in 2018 to one “exceed-
ing $1 billion in 2019”. “This is expected to
choke economic aclivily, threalening Lo
push the West Bank into negative growth,”
the World Bank said.

“A resolution to the stand-off over
clearance revenues is essential,” it said,
referring to the tax transfers. The bank
also called for a change in Isracl’s restric-
tions on Palestinian imports of so-called
“dual-use goods”-products and technolo-
gies that can be used both for civilian and
military purposes. Isracl bans 56 items
from the West Bank and the Gaza Strip,
and an additional 62 to Gaza only. It has
fought three wars with Palestinian mili-
tants in Gaza since 2008 and maintains a
blockade on the enclave run by Islamist
movement Hamas.

As a result of the restrictions, “the
Palestinian economy is unable to access
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settlement of Gilo in Jerusalem, shows a road
leading from Jerusalem to Hebron, that is for-
bidden for Palestinian cars and surrounded
by protective walls to isolated it from the
occupied West Bank city of Beit Jala. — AFP

key production inputs and modern tech-
nology, challenging its ability to expand its
production frontier and grow in a sustain-
able manner,” the report said. The World
Bank estimated that easing restrictions on
such goods “could bring additional six-
percent growth in the West Bank economy
and 11 percent in Gaza by 2025.” The
bank’s report will be presented to the
international donor group for Palestinians,
known as the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee,
at its meeting in Brussels on April 30.

It also noted “a continuous decline in
real per capita income and a further rise in
unemployment and poverty” in the
Palestinian territories, with 52 percent of
Gaza’s labor force jobless in 2018. The
Palestinian Authority has seen a dramalic
drop in direct foreign aid, which has gone
from 10 percent of gross domestic product
five years ago o 3.5 percent last vear. In
2018, the United States cut hundreds of
millions of dollars in Palestinian aid. — AFP

Party’s over:
Rio reels from
deadly disasters

RIO DE JANEIRO: Long a party hot
spot, Rio de Janeiro has not had much
Lo celebrale after a series of deadly dis-
asters rocked the Brazilian city, expos-
ing the dire state of its infrastructure
and official negligence. Flooding, land-
slides and the collapse of illegal apart-
ment buildings following torrential rain
last week left more than 25 people dead
and the “Marvelous City” in shock. The
havoc caused by the unusually heavy
downpour was amplified by rampant
construction in neighborhoods con-
trolled by heavily-armed gangs and
militias, where emergency workers are
wary of entering because of the threal
of violence.

“It’'s not the rain that kills, it’s the
incompetence of the leaders of the city
and our counlry,” wrole Brazilian colum-
nist Miriam Leitao in the powerful daily
O Globo after the predicted torrential
rain on April 8-9 left 10 people dead.
Independent risk analyst Moacyr Duarte
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RIO DE JANEIRO: People watch a rescue helicopter as it flies away carrying an injured person
after two buildings collapsed in Muzema, Rio de Janeiro.— AFP
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said Rio officials had made the post-
card-pretty city, which has a “complex”
topography of verdant hills and granite
peaks, even more vulnerable to natural
disasters through their lack of prepara-
tion. “We had very intense rain which
would have caused damage anywhere,
but the impact here would have been
much less il everything had worked
properly,” Duarte said.

Mayor under fire

Much of the blame has been heaped
on Marcelo Crivella, a former
Evangelical pastor who is halfway
through his term as Rio’s mayor. Already
unpopular for his frosty attitude toward
the city’s Carnival, Crivella faces
impeachment over allegations he illegal-
ly extended advertising contracts. Now
he is being skewered for failing Lo invest
enough money in the city’s creaky infra-
structure. In response to claims Rio has
not spent anything on drainage works
since the start of the year, a cily govern-
ment official told AFP that 103 million
reais ($26 million) had been allocated for
prevention works against flooding so far
this year. But she admitted that the fig-
ure for the entire year was down more
than 33 percent from 2016, the year
belore Crivella took office. — AFP
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Indonesia’s ‘everyman’ leader on
track to beat firebrand ex-general

Unolfficial results put Widodo in a comfortable lead

JAKARTA: Indonesia’s Joko Widodo was on track to
be re-elected leader of the world’s third-biggest
democracy as unofficial results put him in a comfortable
lead over firebrand ex-general Prabowo Subianto after
voling closed yesterday across the 17,000-island archi-
pelago. While official results are nol due until next
month, a series of so-called “quick counts” by pollsters
showed Widodo as much as 11 percentage points ahead.

The vote ended at 1:00 pm (0600 GMT) in Sumatra,
although some of the 800,000 polling stations across
the volcano-dotted nation remained open late due to
delays and long queues. The
quick counts have proven
reliable indicators in past
elections, but Widodo held
off declaring victory. “We've
all seen exit poll and quick
count numbers, but we still
need to wait for the official
results,” he told cheering sup-
porters in Jakarta.

His 67-year-old rival -

mudslinging

More than 190 million volers were asked to choose
between the incumbent Widodo and his fiery nationalist
rival, who has strong lies Lo the country’s three-decade
Suharto dictatorship. The call to prayer had rang out as
voling began at first light in restive Papua province in
the east of the 4,800 kilomeler-long (3,000 mile)
Muslim majority nation.

Leading in pre-vote polls, Widodo, 57, pointed to his
ambilious drive to build much-needed roads, airports
and other infrastructure across Southeast Asia’s largest
economy. But Widodo, a political outsider with an
everyman personality when he
swepl to victory in 2014, has
scen his rights record criti-
cized owing to an uptick in
discriminatory altacks on reli-
gious and other minorities. His
choice of conservalive cleric
Ma'rul Amin as his running
mate also raised fears about
the future of Indonesia’s repu-
Lation for moderate Islam.

Campaign
punctuated
by bitter

who lost to Widodo in their

2014 presidential contest and

warned he would challenge this year’s results il he lost -
insisted that exit polls suggested he was in the lead. He
did not cite specific evidence. “I'm calling on my sup-
porters to keep calm and don't get provoked,” he said.
The campaign was punctuated by bitter mudslinging
and a slew of fake news online - much of it directed at
the presidential contenders. “I hope after this that there
will be a call for reconciliation because ... we've been
living in a very polarized atmosphere,” political analyst
Gun Gun Heryanto told Kompas TV.

Papua to Sumatra

Irom the jungles of Borneo to the slums of Jakarta,
veslerday saw millions ol Indonesians casl their ballots
in one of the world’s biggesl exercises in democracy.
Horses, elephants, motorbikes, boats and planes were
pressed into service to get ballot boxes out across the
vasl country that is home Lo hundreds of ethnic groups
and languages.

9,500 inmates
granted ‘amnesty’
in Myanmar

YANGON: Myanmar started releasing more than
9,500 prisoners vesterday as part of its annual amnesty
marking the country’s traditional new year, but Reuters
journalists Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo will nol be
included, said an NGO advocating for political prison-
ers. President Win Myint announced in a statement
yesterday the pardons were granted on humanitarian
grounds during the Buddhist new vear [estival known
as Thingyan.

A total of 16 foreign prisoners are expected Lo be
pardoned and deported, while 9,535 local prisoners are
expected to be freed, Win Myint said. But an NGO that
helps political prisoners said the release will not
include Reuters journalists Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo.
The duo were sentenced to seven vears under the
Official Secrets Act after reporting on the military’s
atrocities committed against the Rohingya Muslim
minorily in strive-torn Rakhine state-work which they
received a Pulilzer prize for on Monday.

“They will not be included. We gol this information
from an Insein prison source,” said Bo Kyi, founder of
the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners
(AAPP). “Journalists should not be imprisoned... That
directly contradicls with democracy.” Reulers also
reported that Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo were not
among those being pardoned. According to AAPP,
there are currently 46 political prisoners in Myanmar’s
jails and around 300 others are facing trials linked Lo
political activities.

‘Indonesia First’

The soft-spoken Widodo stands in stark contrast to
Subianto, a strongman who courted Islamic hardliners
and promised a boost to military and defense spending.
Echoing US President Donald Trump, Subianto vowed
to put “Indonesia first” by reviewing billions of dollars in
Chinese investment.

His long-held presidential ambitions, however, have
been dogged by a chequered past and strong ties to the
Suharto dictatorship, which collapsed two decades ago
and opened the door for what is now a flourishing
democracy. Subianto - who moved Lo soften his strong-
man image with an Instagram account fealuring his cat
Bobby - ordered the abduction of democracy activists
as the authoritarian regime collapsed in 1998, and was
accused of commilling atrocities in East Timor.

A record 245,000 candidates ran for public office,
from the presidency and parliamentary seats to local
positions - the first time all were held on the same day.
Voters punched holes in ballots - to make clear their

JAKARTA: Supporters surround a vehicle carrying Indonesian President Joko Widodo after the country’s general
election in Jakarta yesterday. Widodo was on track to be re-elected as president of the world’s third-biggest
democracy, with polisters giving him a wide lead over rival Prabowo Subianto, an ex-general. — AFP

candidate choice - and then dipped a finger in Muslim-
approved halal ink, to prevent double-voting in a graft-
riddled country where ballot-buying is rife.

In Palu, which was devastated by a quake-tsunami six
months ago, one woman who lost her 10-year-old
daughter and her home in the disaster voiced hope that
the poll could help bring some relief to thousands still
living in makeshift tents. “Hopefully the president or the
new legislative candidate will help people like us still liv-
ing in evacuation shelters,” said Laila, who like many
Indonesians goes by one name. “All this time we’ve been
living on handouts from volunteers.”

YANGON: Family members wait for prisoners to be released from Insein Prison in Yangon, Myanmar yesterday.
Myanmar started releasing more than 9,500 prisoners as part of its annual amnesty marking the country’s tra-
ditional new year. — AFP

By 6 pm (1130 GMT), Bo Kyi told AFP he had
received word of only two political prisoners released,
and the amnesty process might continue through the
next day. Myanmar has [reed thousands [rom ils jails
since a military junta ceded power in 2011 after five
decades of brutal repression.

But John Quinley of Fortify Rights said yesterday’s
amnesty should have extended to anti-war activists

Thunderstorms
kill 35 in India

Indonesia lures
voters with ghouls,
tons of fun and

Lum Zawng and Zau Jel, who were jailed last year [or
demonstrating against the decades-long fighting
between the military and ethnic Kachin insurgents.
“The amnesty could have also included the many
Rohingya men and boys who have been unjustly jailed
with no fair trial in Rakhine State on terrorism-related
offenses,” Quinley said. “Many of these men and boys
are farmers and should be urgently freed.” — AFP

Indonesian term for citizens who don’t vote. It
seemed Lo work for some locals. “This is amazing -
the theme is so different from other stations,” said
42-year-old Komariah Usia.

There was also a photo booth on hand for suc-
cessful ballot casters - whose fingers were dipped
in indelible ink to prevent double voting - keen to
snap a picture of themselves as proof of their civic

NEW DELHI: Thunderstorms swept across western
India killing at least 35 people and leaving wide-
spread damage, officials said yesterday. Strong
winds barreled through Rajasthan, Gujarat and
Madhya Pradesh states felling walls, trees and elec-
tricity lines. The storms have also been blamed for at
least 25 deaths in Pakistan this week.

At least 10 people were killed in the desert state
of Rajasthan, where a wall of dust swepl over several
cities. Another 10 were killed in neighboring Gujarat
and 15 in the central state of Madhya Pradesh, state
emergency services lold AFP. Officials said victims
were hit by lightning, falling trees or electrocuted by
power lines.

Strong winds and sudden rains also hit the capital,
New Delhi, bringing searing summer temperatures
down by 10 degrees. The storms forced the cancella-
tion of several political rallies as India’s national
election gathers pace. The wind blew away a lent
that was to have been used for a rally by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at Himmatnagar in Gujarat.
More than 125 people were killed in a wave of
storms that battered northern Indian states in May
last year. Lightning kills thousands in India every
year, moslly farmers working in fields. — AFP

superheros

SURABAYA: Dressed like Count Dracula, Yasim
Adnan doesn’t look much like an election official,
but neither do his staff who are decked out as
mummies and spooky nuns with blood pouring
from their eyes. The 37-year-old Indonesian
presided over one of the creepiest ballot stations in
the Muslim majorily country yeslerday as il held a
gianl election that featured some 190 million volers
and 245,000 candidates vying for public office,
including a new president.

To bolster turnout at some 800,000 polling
booths nationwide, election officials pulled out all
the stops, from dressing like ghouls and super-
heroes to enlisting the help of elephants in
Sumatra. In Lebak Bulus, in the south of the capital
Jakarla, volters cast their ballots at Adnan’s horror-
themed polling station which was outfitted with
cardboard coffins and blood-slained rags that
hung from the ceiling.

Stafl were allowed any costume they chose, as
long as it didn’t appear to favor either president
Joko Widodo or his re-election rival Prabowo
Subianto. “We're rying lo altract people so there

will be less golput,” Adnan told AFP, using the

duly. Some restaurants and other relailers were
offering free food and drink to those held up their
ink-stained finger as proof they voted. In Surabaya,
Indonesia’s second-biggest city, an Avengers-
themed polling station also proved a hit.

Election officials there dressed as the cartoon
superheroes as well as the Amazing Spiderman,
helping disabled volers cast a ballot and pressing
fingers into the Muslim-approved halal ink jars. “We
made it look this way to motivate millennials, espe-
cially first-time voters,” said polling station chief
Andilio, who goes by one name. But he also hoped
that staff would Lake the Avengers costumes Lo hearl
by serving “volers just like how these characters
would”. “Saleguard democracy and the election so it
will be smooth, safe, and peaceful,” he added.

Not to be outdone, officials in Sumatra enlisted
the help of three critically endangered Sumatran
elephants to boost voter numbers and raise aware-
ness about their dwindling numbers in the wild. The
elephants were used Lo transport cardboard ballot
boxes Lo polling stations in Central Trumon subdis-
trict - much to the entertainment of locals. “I see
everybody came out to the polling station - espe-
cially because there’s elephants,” said 32-year-old
Syahrul. — AFP

‘Path of our nation’

About two million military and civil protection force
members were deployed to ensure the vote went
smoothly, including in mountainous Papua where rebels
have been fighting for decades to split from Indonesia.
Papua election officials dressed in traditional headgear
and grass skirts, as others strapped on superhero cos-
tumes to entertain voters in other parts of the country of
260 million. “This only happens once in five years, so
we have to exercise our (voling) rights,” I Gusti Ketut
Sudarsa, 65, said from holiday hotspol Bali. “This will
determine the path of our nation.”— AFP

Arsonist kills 5 neighbors

SEOUL: Five people were killed and more than a
dozen others injured by a South Korean man who set
his apartment on fire and stabbed his neighbors as they
tried to flee the flames, police said yesterday. Police said
the 42-year-old started the fire in the early hours of
yesterday in the southern city of Jinju, and waited on
the second floor of the building to attack people run-
ning downslairs from the blaze. The youngest of the five
victims stabbed to death was a 12-year-old girl. An
unnamed resident told Yonhap news agency that he ini-
tially tried to leave the building after hearing the fire
alarm but went back to his apartment after seeing “lots
of blood” in the hall. — AFP

I
Thai spy agency’s powers

BANGKOK: Thailand’s spy agency is set to be handed
carte blanche powers to obtain information believed to
threaten the country’s securily using “any methods”,
according to a bill announced yesterday. The bill, pub-
lished by palace mouthpiece the Royal Gazetle, comes
less than a month after disputed elections which saw
both the ruling junta and an opposition coalition claim
the right to form a government. The law, which was last
discussed by Thailand’s rubberstamp parliament in early
February but has largely escaped public notice, is to be
enforced from loday, the announcement said. — AFP

|
Students produce ‘ecstasy’

TOKYO: A Japanese university professor could face
up Lo 10 years in jail after allegedly gelting his students
to produce ecstasy, officials said yesterday, in an echo
of TV hit series “Breaking Bad”. Authorities suspect the
61-year-old pharmacology professor from Matsuyama
University in western Japan got his pupils to make
MDMA - commonly known as ecstasy - in 2013 and
another so-called “designer drug” SF-QUPIC last year.
The professor told investigators he was aiming to fur-
ther the “education” of his pharmaceutical sciences stu-
dents, an official from the local health ministry told AFP.
The ecstasy allegedly produced has not been found
and has “probably been discarded,” added this official,
who asked to remain anonymous. If charged and con-
vicled, he could face 10 years behind bars. — AFP

]
Satellite show nuke activity

WASHINGTON: Satellite images from last week show
movement at North Korea’s main nuclear site that could
be associated with the reprocessing of radioactive
material into bomb fuel, a US think tank reported on
Tuesday. Any new reprocessing activity would under-
score the failure of a second summit between US
President Donald Trump and North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un in Hanoi in late February to make progress
loward North Korea’s denuclearization. Washington’s
Center for Strategic and International Studies think tank
said in a report that satellite imagery of North Korea’s
Yongbyon nuclear site from April 12 showed five spe-
cialized railcars near its Uranium Enrichment Facility and
Radiochemistry Laboratory. It said their movement
could indicate the transfer of radioactive material. “In the
past, these specialized railcars appear to have been
associated with the movement of radioactive material or
reprocessing campaigns.” the report said. — Reuters
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Farmers in limbo
alter Georgia bans
foreign landowners

‘ x ’ hen Georgian businesswoman Tamar
Gerliani planted grapes on a small piece of
land to start her own winery three years

ago, she knew she faced an uphill battle in an indus-
try dominated by men. But she could not have fore-
seen that a legal reform designed to help Georgian
landowners would make things even harder. A ban
on foreigners owning farmland introduced last year
in Georgia’s new constitution has made it more diffi-
cult for farmers to borrow because the country’s
mostly foreign-owned banks will no longer accept it
as collateral.

That has thwarted hundreds of small farmers look-
ing to expand, banking associations, farmers and pres-
sure groups say - among them Gerliani, who needs
$10,000 for a tractor to tend her vines. “It’s difficult to
work without a tractor,” the 31-year-old told the
Thomson Reuters Foundation. “This business already
has many challenges and I could do without having to
go ask around every time I need to use it.”

The new constitution states that, with a small num-
ber of exceptions, agricultural land can only be owned
by the state, a Georgian citizen or a Georgian-owned
entity. The provision came into force in December last
year as the former Soviel republic swore in a new
president - though there has been a de-facto ban on
foreigners buying farmland since 2017, when the gov-
ernment imposed a moratorium on purchases. It fol-
lowed widespread public concern about outsiders
scooping up too much of the country’s fertile soil, par-
ticularly in strategically sensilive areas, said
Agriculture Minister Levan Davitashvili.

Aboul 40 percent of Georgia’s population live in
rural areas, bul less than 10 percent of the country’s land
is arable - and foreigners own about 10 percent of it, he
said. “Most of our agricultural land is pastures located in
high mountainous areas,” Davilashvili told the Thomson
Reuters Foundation by phone. “People were a bit con-
cerned and this ... was reflected in the constitution.”

But the ban is damaging small farmers, who often
have no other collateral, said Teona Zakarashvili, a
lawyer at anti-corruption watchdog Transparency
International. “This type of regulalion has a bad effect
on common people. It directly impacts the livelihood of
small farmers who already are in a very poor financial
slate,” she said. Since the moralorium came into force,
about 1,500 loans were denied loans of it, according to
the parliamentary committee on agrarian issues.
Women in particularly have been badly affected. They
often have no other property because sons are tradi-
tionally favored when it comes to inheritance, said
Nino Zambakhidze, who heads the Georgian Farmers
Association.

Gerliani's grandfather left her one hectare of land in
Kakheti - the main wine-producing region of a country
widely regarded as the birthplace of winemaking. Her
family, like many others in the area, had been producing
small quantities of wine for generations, but as she grew
up she began dreaming of turning it into a business.
Alter studying markeling online, she took up winemak-
ing classes and used her spare time to work on her
dream - a wine label called Malati, the word for love in
the Svan language spoken in Georgia’s mountains.

She invested savings and planted Saperavi - the
grapes used to make Georgia’s best known wine, a full-
bodied red. Georgian wines went into decline under
the Soviet Union, when many wineries fell under state
control. But it is now enjoying a resurgence - last year,
the country exported a record 86 million bottles,
according to the Georgian National Wine Agency.
After a few years of hard work Gerliani is expecting to
produce up to 3,000 bottles of organic wine with her
next harvest in autumn.

But the journey was not an easy one. At first, she
said, almost no one took her seriously. “It’s not easy to
start as a woman,” she said. “Men think they are more
professional and know much more about this business
than women do”. Most people assumed she had no idea
what she was up to, and whenever she needed equip-
ment or workers she found herself quizzed over her
winemaking credentials. That was one of the reasons
she was so keen to buy her own tractor. But with only
her vineyard as collateral, she has been unable to do so.

Davitashvili, the agriculture minister, said the gov-
ernment was aware of the problems faced by small
farmers like Gerliani and was looking as possible solu-
tions. They include allowing financial institutions to
own agricultural land for up to two years, after which
they must sell it. A draft law would also allow foreign-
ers to own land if they inherit it or have an investment
plan approved by the government.

Those failing to use it for agriculture however
would be forced to sell it. Davitashvili said he hoped
the law would be approved before the beginning of the
summer. Meanwhile, tractor or no tractor, Gerliani is
determined to make it. “It’s really hard but I manage,”
she said. “I am doing my best.” — Reuters
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Demonstrators gather during a protest by state TV employees against censorship in the capital Algiers on April 15, 2019. — AFP

Algeria protests loosen stranglehold on media

‘ ’ r eeks of anti-government protests have helped
Algerian journalists shake off the chokehold of
state-imposed censorship but their work
remains complicaled and is often conlested by demonstra-
tors. After the first protests erupted in February, journalists
working for stale media complained that their bosses had
imposed a news blackoul on the rallies against Abdelaziz
Bouteflika’s bid to seek a fifth presidential term. The
protests have since become headline news on both private
and public lelevision channels, with live [oolage of nalion-
wide demonstrations.

On a recent Friday, the main day of prolests, however,
Llelevision crews were shouled down and cursed by
demonstrators as “a***kissers”. “It reflects the hatred”
protesters feel for the main private Lelevision channels
because they lolally ignored the first rallies, said Khaled
Drareni of Reporters Without Borders (RSF). The lack of
coverage triggered shock in Algeria where private chan-
nels are usually quick off the mark and often run live
reports. But they are mostly owned by businessmen close
Lo Bouteflika.

These media outlets “have tried lo redeem themselves”
by zooming in on the protests, said Drareni, who himself is
a journalist, but they also report on alleged “manipulation”
of the prolest movement. A small revoll has been brewing
within the public sector media, with many journalists say-
ing they reluse Lo be silenced. Over the past week, dozens

‘Masters of our |
destiny’: Wa in
show of force

factures its own guns and conscripts at

least one member of each houschold -
meel the United Wa State Army:
Communist, reclusive, China-backed rebels
determined to protect their supremacy
over Myanmar’s badland border zone.
Thousands of soldiers, including a compa-
ny of women and a sniper platoon in com-
bat webbing, marched yesterday alongside
armored vehicles in Panghsang, the capital
of the ethnic Wa, which borders China’s
Yunnan province.

It was a show of force marking 30 years
since Communist Wa rebels prodded
Myanmar into a ceasefire leading to the
establishment of special, semi-autonomous
zone, marshalled by Bao Youxiang, chief of
one of the world’s largest non-state
armies. This week the normally inscrutable
Wa extended a rare invite to foreign
media Lo their isolated lerritory Lo show
off their military muscle and deliver a
defiant message of self-sufficiency within
Myanmar’s borders.

“The Wa people are masters of their
own destiny,” Bao, flanked by senior
Chinese officials, declared in an address Lo
the thousands gathered for the parade. He
vowed his 600,000 “war-tested” people

It has a standing army of 25,000, manu-

of journalists employed by state radio and television have
staged their own sit-in demanding more freedom.
Journalists from EPTYV, the public television company,
gather weekly, chanting “[ree television” or covering their
mouths with their hands to denounce censorship.

‘Small windows’ of change

“There has been change, there are small windows that
have opened,” said Imene Khemici of EPTV al a protest.
“We now have two specialized programs where we can
invite people from different political persuasions, people
from the opposition who can speak openly.” Opposition
figures and former officials who had been banned for the
past quarter of a century are back on the airwaves. “The
most striking thing is how the public media have evolved,
especially radio,” said Omar Belhouchet, director of the pri-
vate newspaper El Watan. As an example, the French-lan-
guage radio station Chaine 3 now broadcasts live debates
several limes a week, a feature thal was previously banned.

‘Financial pressure’

In the late 1980s, Algeria saw the emergence of dozens
of privately-owned media outlets but their freedoms were
quickly stifled by the outbreak of the country’s bloody civil
war in 1992. Several journalists were killed by Islamist
groups during the decade of conflict, and the army
imposed strict censorship on the media. During

Bouteflika’s 20-year rule, Algeria’s ranking on the press
freedom index deteriorated dramatically. In its latest
report, the media watchdog RSF ranked Algeria in 136th
place out of 180 countries, mainly due to “political and
financial pressure” imposed by the authorities.

Newspapers in Algeria largely depend for their survival
on revenues [rom state-funded advertising. Private adver-
tising comes mostly from businesses linked to stalwarts of
the regime, said media sociologist Redouane Boudjemaa.
The media “reflect the diversity of the clans within the
political system rather than the diversity of the Algerian
population”, said Boudjemaa. He cautioned that the
changes in Algeria will not necessarily pave the way for
greater media independence. “In some ways we’ve moved
from censorship Lo disinformation, especially on private
channels,” he said.

But a group of journalists from state media are trying
to build on the gains they have made in recent weeks.
They have drafted a charter consisting of 40 arlicles
defining rules and regulations and have submitted the
Lext to the new head of national television hoping it will
be adopted. Communication Minister Hassane Rahebi, for
his part, has set up a committee to ensure “transparency”
in stale-funded advertlising Lo avoid ils use Lo exerl pres-
sure. “This popular movement will open up new perspec-
tives, including for freedom of the press,” said El Watan’s
Belhouchet. — AFP

Flares go off during a military parade to commemorate 30 years of a ceasefire SIgned with the Myanmar military in Wa State in
Panghsang yesterday. — AFP

All articles appearing on this page are the
personal opinion of the writers. Kuwait
Times takes no responsibility for views
expressed therein.

will never be pawns in proxy wars and
proclaimed the “builders and defenders of
Wa” as “one of the best groups in human
society.” Fed by a ready supply of con-
scripts - some barely in their teens -
China-armed and trained, the UWSA bears
comparison to Lebanese Hezbollah in size.
Also like Hezbollah they are clients of a
larger state actor, who pulls strings for
strategic ends.

But the UWSA also taps a deep seam of
local pride and enmity towards the central
state, which is dominated by the Bamar
ethnic group. Estimates vary, but experts
put the UWSA strength at 25-30,000 reg-
ulars, backed up by a large, well-trained
reserve. Wa forces dwarl the collage of
other ethnic rebel groups operating across
Myanmar, posing a deterrent to the coun-
try’s “Tatmadaw” army and gifting Beijing
a useful bridgehead into its resource-rich
neighbor.

“We haven’t suffered fighting in
decades and have developed over these 30

vears,” a UWSA officer told AFP, request-
ing anonymily. “But we need lo be ready.
Our leader’s motto is ‘Sweating a lot leads
to a little blood coming out.” So one or two
people from each household must serve in
the Wa Army.”

Headhunters, drugs and tin

Once a Chinese enclave, the Wa became
known by British colonizers as the “wild
Wa” for their fearsome reputation for
headhunting. Since becoming a special
region, the zone has undergone an eco-
nomic boom of sorts. It is home to one of
the world’s largest tin mines and massive
rubber plantations. Regional drug cops say
it plays a central role in the “Golden
Triangle” drugs trade, forged over decades
of opium production.

The Wa have long been accused of run-
ning a narco-state peppered with meth
labs across their self-policed lands - claims
Wa leaders vehemently deny. “Poppy culti-
vation will never appear again,” said Bao

citing its eradication as one of his state’s
“proudest achievements” and vowing to
combat all drug production. But independ-
ent analysis is impossible. Wa remains vir-
tually locked-olff, resistant to outside visi-
tors, ringed by checkpoints and tight inter-
nal controls.

Chairman Bao

The publicity-shy septuagenarian Bao
has helmed the region for decades. An
unassailable, authoritarian figurechead, he
presides over a political hierarchy that
shadows the structures of big neighbor
China and a tightly-controlled society. “In
the mold of Xi Jinping, Bao is the head of
the army, party and government and has
been confirmed in those positions for life,”
Bangkok-based security analyst Anthony
Davis told AFP.

As a trading galeway to China - the
yuan is the Wa currency - the zone pro-
vides a point of leverage for Beijing against
Myanmar and any potential resistance to

its grand infrastructure and pipeline plans
for the country. The Wa have attended
peace talks in a country lacerated by eth-
nic conlflicts, but so far remain outside a
nationwide ceasefire deal. Intense violence
between Myanmar’s army and Rakhine
rebels on the other side of the country has
undercut prospects of a binding peace
deal any lime soon.

“The UWSA is the largest non-state
military actor in East Asia,” Davis said,
adding it “has unquestionably been armed
by China” despite producing its own
China-designed rifles.

A barrage of colorful flares ended the
parade as thousands of people in ethnic
clothes joined the ranks of military in the
sports ground - a show of loyalty in a
highly militarized area. “I became Wa sol-
dier when I was about 13 years old. My
vounger brother is also a soldier,” a 32-
year-old USWA recruit told AFP, also
requesting not to be named. “As a Wa, you
have to serve the army.” — AFP
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Zain KSA revenues soar
24% to SAR 2.1bn in Q1 2019

Al-Kharafi: Zain Saudi Arabia continues to record net profit for three consecutive quarters

KUWAIT: Zain Saudi Arabia (Zain KSA),
announces impressive financial results for
all key indicators for the first quarter end-
ed 31 March, 2019.

For the first quarter of 2019, Zain KSA
recorded revenues of SAR 2.1 billion ($558
million), a 24 percent increase to the same
period in 2018. EBITDA for the quarter
reached SAR 955 million ($255 million), up
67 percent from SAR 571 million ($152
million) a vear earlier. The operator’s
EBITDA margin for Q1 2019 stood al 46
percent. EBIT also improved to reach SAR
382 million for Q1 2019 compared to SAR
143 million for the same period a year ear-
lier, reflecting a 167 percent increase.

Nel income for Q1 2019 reached a
healthy SAR 129 million ($34 million), a
marked improvement on the loss of
SAR 77 million ($21 million) recorded
for Q1 2018.

Key Operational and Financial notes for
three months ended 31 March, 2019:

« The Zain KSA board of directors
signed an agreement Lo sell and lease back
the passive physical infrastructure of the
company’s mobile tower portfolio to IHS
Holding Limited (IHS) for a revised amount
of circa SAR 2.52 billion ($672 million)

+ Zain KSA successlully oblained new
frequencies in the 3.5 GHz band, which is
one of the key bands used globally to pro-
vide 5G wireless services

+ Zain KSA acquired 2600 MHz spec-
trum, following an auctlion held by the
Communications and Information

N

| Broi

Bader Al-Kharafi, Zain Vice Chairman and Group CEO; & Zain KSA Vice-Chairman

Technology Commission (CITC). By
expanding its range of available frequen-
cies, Zain KSA is expected to offer even
more state-of-the-art mobile telecommu-
nications services using 4G and 5G tech-
nologies. Following this acquisition, Zain
IKSA has expanded its current spectrum
frequencies roster to include 800MHz,
900MHz, 1800MHz, 2100MHz, and
2600MHz

« Profitability positively impacted by
decrease the in CITC royalty fees [rom 15
percent to 10 percent and from the release
of certain provisions from the settlement

WASHINGTON: The US trade deficit
fell to an eight-month low in February as
imports [rom China plunged, suggesling
President Donald Trump’s “America First”
agenda was slarting to bear fruit.

The surprise narrowing in the trade
gap reported by the Commerce
Department yesterday also implied a much
stronger pace of US economic growth in
the first quarter than initially anticipated at
the start of the year. The 20.2 percent drop
in imports from China was the main driver
behind a nearly 3.4 percent improvement
in the US trade deficit to $49.4 billion, data
from the Commerce Department showed.
Economists polled by Reuters had fore-
cast the trade shortfall would widen to
$53.5 billion in February.

The politically sensitive goods trade
deficit with China - a focus of the Trump
administration’s protectionist trade policy
- decreased 28.2 percent to $24.8 billion in
February as US exports to the world’s No.
2 economy jumped 18.2 percent.

But even with the improvement, the
trade deficit remains large and February’s
drop in Chinese imports could be tempo-
rary. The trade data have been volatile in
recent months amid big swings between
exporls and imports, because of the
United States’ conflicts with trading part-
ners, including China.

Washinglon last vear imposed Larilfs
on $250 billion worth of goods imported
from China, with Beijing retaliating with
duties on $110 billion worth of American
products. Trump has delayed tariffs on
$200 billion worth of Chinese imports and
talks to end the trade impasse continue.

The US goods trade deficit declined 1.7
percent to $72.0 billion in February, also
the lowest level since last June. When
adjusted for inflation, the overall goods
trade deficit fell $1.8 billion to $81.8 billion
in February. The average goods trade
deficit for January and February is below
the fourth-quarter average. This suggests
that trade could provide a boost Lo gross

signed with various ministries of the
Kingdom (MOF, MCIT and CITC)

Commenting on the results, Bader Al-
Kharafi, Zain Vice Chairman and Group
CEO; & Zain KSA Vice-Chairman, said
“Despite the fierce compelition present in
the Saudi telecom market, the operation’s
ongoing transformation has resulted in
Zain KSA recording net profit for three
conseculive quarters with revenue grow-
ing quarter-on-quarter.”

Al-Kharafi added, “This positive growth
is a real translation of the performance and
hard work of both the Zain KSA and

e Transformation initiatives continue to pay off as reflected by all key financial

indicators

e Q1 EBITDA up 67% to reach SAR 955 million, reflecting a 46% EBITDA margin
e Operator remains focused on network upgrades and data services in enhanc-

ing customer experience

Group team efforts in leveraging the oper-
ator’s network investment in advanced
technologies and upgrades, prudent cost
optimization and operational efficiencies,
ongoing [ocus on the growth of data serv-
ices, higher value customers and B2B
acquisitions, combined with dedicated
customer care efforts.”

Furthermore, Al-Kharafi highlighted
that the company is working on a package
of qualitative initiatives aimed at further
developing Saudi nationals, increasing the
efficiency of the quality of the company’s
services, in addition to concluding impor-
lanl agreements with major global tech-
nology companies Lo improve and develop
the 5G ecosystem.

Zain KSA has recently signed several
important agreements aimed at improving
the quality of services. The most promi-
nent of these agreements include with
Nokia, Alibaba Cloud, Huawei, Saudi
Telecom Company (STC), DETASAD and
other significanl agreements ol stralegic
imporlance.

Al-Kharafi concluded by expressing his
sincere gratitude to the leadership of
Saudi Arabia for creating an environment
in which companies can thrive, stating,
“Zain is commilted to playing a key role in
the Kingdom’s ICT sector and offer cus-
tomers quality and life empowering
lelecommunication services in line with
Vision 2030.”

Zain KSA Key Performance Indicators (SAR and USD) for Q1 2019

Revenues SAR 2.1 billion
EBITDA

EBITDA Margin 46%

Net Income

US trade gap hits 8-month
low as China imports drop

domestic product in the first quarter after
being neutral in the October-December
period.

Slowing domestic demand

Growth estimates for the January-
March quarter are in a 1.5 percent to 2.3
percent annualized range, largely reflect-
ing an accumulation of inventories amid
slowing domestic demand. The economy
grew al a 2.2 percent rale in the fourth
quarter, slowing from the July-September
period’s brisk 3.4 percent pace. US
Treasury vields rose slightly after the
release of the data. US stock index [utures
were trading higher while the dollar was
largely unchanged against a baskel of cur-
rencies.

The trade deficit in February was
pushed down by a 1.1 percent jump in
exports to $209.7 billion. Exports of serv-
ices were the highest on record. Goods
exports increased 1.5 percent to $139.5
billion in February. The surge in goods
exportls is a hopeful sign for global eco-
nomic growth, which has showed signs of
slowing in recent months.

Exports of motor vehicles and parts
increased by $0.6 billion in February.
Shipments of civilian aircraft soared by
$2.2 billion in February. But commercial
aircraft exports are likely to decline in the
months ahead following Boeing’s decision
to suspend deliveries of its troubled 737
MAX aircraft.

The MAX planes have been grounded
indefinitely following two deadly crashes.

There was a modest increase in soy-
bean exports. In February, imports rose
0.2 percent to $259.1 billion. Consumer
goods imports increased by $1.6 billion in
February, led by a $2.1 billion rise in
imports ol cellphones and other household
goods. Imports of industrial supplies and
malerials fell by $1.2 billion. Capital goods
imports rose slightly. — Reuters

- (USD 558 million)

SAR 955 million - (USD 255 million)

SAR 129 million - (USD 34 million)

US handbags, shovels on S20bn EU tariff list over Boeing

BRUSSELS: Handbags, tractors, shovels and
fish are part of an 11-page list of US imports
worth $20 billion that the European Union yes-
terday said it could hit with tariffs in a transat-
lantic aircraft subsidy dispute. The United
States and the European Union have been bat-
Uing for almost 15 vears al the World Trade
Organization over subsidies given to US plane-
maker Boeing and its European rival Airbus.

After partial victories for both sides, each is
asking a WTO arbitrator to determine the level
of countermeasures they can impose on the
other. The Trump administration last week pro-
posed targeling a seven-page list of EU prod-
ucts for Larilfs, ranging from large aircralt Lo
dairy products and wine, to counteract the
harm from EU subsidies for Airbus worth an
estimated $11 billion.

Brussels has responded with its own list of

some $20 billion worth of US imports, including
agricultural produce from dried fruit to ketchup,
planes, fish, tobacco, handbags, suilcases, trac-
tors, helicopters and video game consoles. The
published list will now be open lo consultation
until May 31 and could then be revised. “The EU
remains open for discussions with the US, pro-
vided these are without preconditions and aim
al a fair oulcome,” EU Trade Commissioner
Cecilia Malmstrom said in a statement.

In both cases, WTO arbitrators have yel Lo
sel an amounl, but the US case against Airbus
is more advanced, with a ruling possible in June
or July. The EU case against Boeing could
come early in 2020.

Both sides have said they would prefer a
settlement that did not lead to the imposition of
tariffs. The European Union has meanwhile
declared itsell ready o starl formal trade lalks

|

with the United States. The Commission is set
to start two sets of negotiations - one to cut
Lariffs on industrial goods, the other to make it
easier for companies to show products meet
EU or US standards.

However, it has insisted that agriculture not
be included, putting the 28-country bloc at
odds with Washington, which wants farm prod-
ucts to be part of the talks.

The ultimate amount to be won by both
sides will be determined by the World Trade
Organization, with the finals sums likely to
be far below the tit-for-tat demands by the
EU and US. The Boeing-Airbus trade row
has rumbled on for 14 years with the EU and
US mutually accusing each other at the
WTO of doling out illegal state aid since the
1990s to their respective aeronautical
champions. — Agencies

-
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ARLINGTON: A Boeing 737 flown by American Airlines passes by the Lockheed Martin building as it takes off from Ronald Reagan Washington
National Airport in Arlington, Virginia. — AFP
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Syrian fuel queues grow as

Iranian credit freeze bites

US sanctions broadly prohibit any trade with Damascus

BEIRUT: Syria has suffered oil shortages since an Iranian
credit line was halted six months ago and not one oil
tanker has reached the country since then, a pro-govern-
ment newspaper said yesterday, as a fuel crisis worsened.

Syrians say shortages grew more acute a week ago:
hundreds of cars wailed in line al one Damascus petrol
station yesterday, a wilness said. Stale news agency
SANA showed a photo of snarled traffic and said Syrians
faced an “economic war”.

President Bashar al-Assad, speaking in February, said the
crisis was part of a siege imposed by governments that
oppose him, including the United States, which has imposed
sanctions that broadly prohibit any trade with Damascus.

A front page story in Al-Watan newspaper, which is
close to the Syrian government, said the government
“wanted to present the picture as it is”. The amount of oil
produced in parts of Syria recovered by government
forces stands currently at 24,000 barrels per day, well
short of the 136,000 barrels required, it said. “Therefore
we need imports, and here specifically, came the crisis of
the halt of the Iranian credit line”, it said, adding that this
had been the “fundamental support in this framework”.

It did not give any explanation for the halt in Iranian
credil. Tehran is itsell the target of US sanclions reim-
posed since President Donald Trump withdrew from a
2015 nuclear deal between Iran and several world powers.
Military support from both Iran and Russia has been crili-
cal to Assad in the eight-year-long conflict. Iran has sent

Tenable launches
predictive
prioritization

in Tenable.io

DUBAL: Tenable, Inc, the Cyber Exposure company, yes-
terday announced Predictive Prioritization is now general-
ly available within Tenable.io - its cloud-based vulnerabili-
Lty management platform and a core component of the
Tenable Cyber Exposure platform. Predictive Prioritization
is a ground-breaking innovation for solving the vulnerabil-
ity prioritization problem, enabling organizations to dra-
matically improve their remediation efforts by focusing on
the 3 percent of vulnerabili-
lies that are most likely to be
exploited.

Attempting to prioritize
vulnerabilities with CVSS
(Common  Vulnerability
Scoring System) alone pres-
ents significant limilations.
According to the National
Vulnerability Database, there
were 16,500 new vulnerabil-
ities disclosed in 2018 alone,
but only a small subsel had a
public exploit available and
even fewer were actually
leveraged by attackers.
However, the majority of vulnerabilities scored through
CVSS are rated ‘high’ or ‘critical.” This creates an overload
of high-priority vulnerabilities and one of the most difficult
challenges organizalions lace loday.

Predictive Prioritization addresses this industry-wide
problem by re-prioritizing vulnerabilities based on the

Renaud Deraison

Ericsson, Swisscom
launch Europe’s first
large-scale 5G network

STOCKHOLM: Telecom equipment manufacturer
Ericsson said yesterday it had launched the first
European large scale commercial 5G network together
with Swiss operator Swisscom, as Ericsson posted a first
quarter profit boosted by sales in North America. The
Swedish supplier of network equipment said in a state-
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its own forces to Syria while Tehran-backed Shi’ite militias
spearheaded by Lebanon’s Hezbollah have also played a
big role.

Since the Iranian credit line was halted on Oct. 15, al-
Watan said “Syria has been in need of oil ... and according
Lo the oil ministry, nol one oil lanker reached Syria from
that date”. Trying to secure supplies, the government met
with private sector importers at the start of 2019, asking
them to make contracts to import refined products. Bul
these also hit obstacles linked “to logistical measures”.
Ships had been prevented from reaching Syria after enter-
ing regional walers.

The United States has warned of significant US sanc-
Lions risks for parties involved in petroleum shipments Lo
the Syrian government, and has detailed “deceptive ship-
ping practices” used to deliver oil to Syria.

Washington says its sanctions aim to isolate Syria’s
leadership and its supporters from the global financial and
trade systems in response to atrocities, including use of
chemical weapons. The government denies using such
weapons. Walan said the oil ministry was working to
boost supplies from northern Syria, an apparent reference
Lo oilfields under the control of Kurdish-led forces. Oil
from these areas has been supplied to government-held
areas throughout the war. “But this will not be easy if not
accompanied by rationalization measures,” it said. Work
in “the coming period” would also include “following up
on the Iranian credit line”. — Reuters

probability they will be leveraged in an attack. Tenable.io
now automatically displays a Vulnerability Priority Rating
(VPR) that indicates the remediation priority of each flaw,
along with VPR Key Drivers, which provide enhanced con-
text into how scores are calculated. Both features are
dynamic and change with the threat landscape, arming
securily tleams with actionable insight into their true level
of business risk.

“The release of Prediclive Prioritization across
Tenable’s Cyber Exposure platform is the latest phase of
our mission to redefine vulnerability management for the
digital era. We're helping customers solve one of the most
difficult challenges in the industry today,” said Renaud
Deraison, co-founder and chiel technology officer,
Tenable. “Prediclive Prioritization {lips the advantage back
to cyber defenders by telling them where they're exposed,
to what extent and which vulnerabilities to focus on first.
These are all critical components of an effective Cyber
Exposure strategy.”

This latest release follows the general availability of
Predictive Prioritization in Tenable.sc(tm) (formerly
SecurityCenter), making Tenable’s Cyber Exposure plat-
form the only one to provide predictive capabilities for on-
premises and cloud deployments.

ment that the 5G nelwork, launched in 54 cilies in
Switzerland, had been switched on just after midnight on
April 17, after Swisscom secured a license Lo operale a
5G nelwork in the country.

Ericsson made the announcement as it reported a first
quarter net profit of 2.4 billion kronor ($260 million, 230
million euros), compared Lo a nel loss of 725 million kronor
in the corresponding quarter a year ago. Net sales grew to
48.9 billion kronor, up from 43.4 billion in Q1 of 2018.

Chief executive Borje Ekholm said growth had primarily
been driven by sales in North America.

“To date we have publicly announced commercial 5G
deals with 18 named operator customers, which, at the
moment, is more than any other vendor,” Ekholm said in a
statement. — AP
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DAMASCUS: Syrians queue to fill their car with gasoline at a station in Damascus. — AFP

Basque
Country boosts
fragile Spanish
economy

ELGOIBAR, Spain: Al his faclory in
Elgoibar in Spain’s northern Basque
Country, Pello Rodriguez stops before
an imposing machine tool that is used
to shape melal for products such as
engines and fridges.

Machine tooling is specialitly of
this mountainous and thickly forested
industrialized region, prospering even
as economic growth in Spain, which
will hold early elections on April 28,
has begun to slow.

At Rodriguez’s feet there are sever-
al boxes marked with Chinese charac-
ters with train wheel-axles. A client has
sent them to test a machine that will be
used Lo adjust with precision these
heavy pieces of metal once it is
installed at a factory in China. The
machine will cost more than one mil-
lion euros ($1.1 million). He is the man-
aging direclor of Danobalgroup,
Spain’s leading machine tool firm. With
roughly 1,300 employees and yearly
revenues ol 261 million euros, this sub-
sidiary of the Mondragon group, one
of the world’s largest cooperatives, is a
{lagship of industry in this damp cor-
ner of Spain bordering France.

Unemployment is Spaniards’ top
concern. But the Basque Country,
which is also home to top auto parts
makers and renewable energy firms,
has the lowest unemployment rate in
Spain at 9.58 percent, compared with
14.45 percent nationally. Its industrial
base accounts for roughly a quarter
of the region’s economic oulput, com-
pared with 14 percent for Spain. Like
Germany, Europe’s largest economy,
the Basque Country is home to highly
specialized firms that are geared to
exporting, helping to make it one of
Spain’s wealthiest regions.

Looking abroad
Elgoibar, a town of 11,600 resi-

dents nestled in a verdant valley in the
heart of the Basque Country, even has
a museum dedicated to machine tools,
which recounts the long history of the
region’s industrialization.
Danobatgroup is the only company
that makes cerlain melal parts and
has customers in the auto, energy, oil-
and-gas, rail and aeronautics sector.

“We look for niches which have
barriers to entry for our competitors,”
said Rodriguez. This is why he is not
worried about political instability in
Spain, which is likely to continue after
the elections as polls show no party is
likely to win a majority, and ils impact
on economic growth.

Spain’s outgoing Socialist govern-
menl predicts the economy will
expand 2.2 percent this year, down
from 2.6 percent in 2018 and 3.0 per-
cent in 2017. “We exporl more than
90 percent of our production, we are
much more concerned by Brexit, if the
Chinese economic growth picks up or
not, or if the auto sector will move
towards electric vehicles,” he said.

Spain’s machine tool and advanced
manufacturing technologies sector,
which is almost entirely based in the
Basque Counlry, had a turnover of
1.73 billion euros last year, nearly
three-quarters of it destined for
export, the sector’s cluster AFM fig-
ures show.

“Virtually everything we make
here goes abroad,” said Aguslin
Anitua, the commercial director at the

Lanbi Group, which supplies steering
wheels and suspension machines for
companies such as French auto maker
Renault.

Ecosystem

Thanks to a well-established
ecosystem, Lanbi can outsource part
of its business to a plethora of local
suppliers of components and tools.
“Ninety percent of our suppliers are
located here in the valley, we bring a
lot of money from abroad and we
invest it here,” said Anitua.

Lanbi’s turnover has doubled in the
past five years thanks to greater spe-
cialisation and the use of more
advanced robotics although it has
noliced “a deceleration” in activity
among its customers due to a slow-
down in the global economy, he added.

The firm, which employs 60 peo-
ple, benefits from the organization of
the economy in the Basque Country
around “clusters” of companies that
focus on a certain sector.

This allows it to test its machines
al a nearby technological center while
a university institute in Elgoibar
which specializes in machine tools
provides training for employees in
new technologies such as data collec-
tion and analysis. “We can develop
technologies as much as we want but
if we do not have people who are
trained to use it, we will have prob-
lems,” said the director of the insti-
tute, Ixaka Egurbide. — AFP

Machine tooling is a specialty of the Spanish Basque region.— AFP

Lgyptian Pound - Transfer 17.594
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.226
Tunisian Dinar 105.240
Jordanian Dinar 431.200
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Syrian Lira 0.000
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DOLLARCO EXCHANGE CO. LTD

Rate for Transfer Selling Rate
US Dollar 304.840
Canadian Dollar 228.350
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Australian Dollar 0.209335
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Five million lost jobs in India
between 2016 and 2018

Young urban men are being hit hardest: Report

NEW DELHI: At least five million Indians lost their jobs
between 2016 and 2018, and young urban men are being
hit hardest, a Bengaluru-based private university said in a
report on Tuesday. The report by the Azim Premji
University comes as Indians are voling in a staggered gen-
eral election, which is due to end on May 19, with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's government keen to defend its
economic record, including on jobs.

“In addition to rising open unemployment among the
higher educated, the less educated (and likely informal)
workers have also seen job losses and reduced work
opportunities since 2016,” said Amit Basole, an economist
and lead author of the report.

The report did not say how many jobs were created
during the period. Modi’s abrupt withdrawal of high value
currency noles from circulation in November 2016, with
the aim of curbing tax evasion and promoting digital trans-
aclions, disrupted small businesses and sparked layolfs.

The introduction of a national sales tax the following
year compounded difficulties for some businesses. The
unemployed were mostly higher educated and young peo-
ple, in the 20-24 age range, according to the study titled
“State of Working India 2019

Oil hits 2019 high
above $72 on China
growth, US inventories

LONDON: Brent oil hit a 2019 high above $72 a barrel
yesterday, propelled by steady economic growth in
China and a fall in US crude stocks which defied expec-
tations and signaled firm demand, while global supply
remained tight.

International benchmark Brent crude futures were up
34 cents, or 0.47 percent, at $72.06 by 1130 GMT, hav-
ing hil an intraday peak of $72.27.

US West Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude futures
were at $64.38 per barrel, up 33 cents or 0.52 percent
and just shy of a 2019 high of $64.79 hil last week.
China’s economy grew by 6.4 percent in the first quar-
ter, official data showed, defying expectations for a fur-
ther slowdown and assuaging global markels as a US-

“Among urban men, for example, this age group
accounts for 13.5 percent of the working age population
but 60 percent of the unemployed,” it said. Modi has
[aced crilicism [or nol doing enough Lo creale jobs for mil-
lions of unemployed young people despite official annual
economic growth of about 7 percent for the past five
years. An official survey that the government withheld
showed unemployment rose to its highest level in at least
45 years in 2017/18, the Business Standard newspaper
reported in February.

The unemployment rate rose to 7.2 percent in February
2019, its highest since September 2016, and up from 5.9
percent in February 2018, according to data compiled by
the private research house, Centre for Monitoring Indian
Economy (CMIE). The report suggested the next govern-
ment should consider an urban employment guarantee
scheme to create jobs, build infrastructure and provide
services. India has a rural jobs guarantee program,
launched in 2006, which offers work to about 70 million
rural people at the minimum wage for 100 days a year.
“India is at a crucial juncture in its economic development
where timely public investment and public policy can reap
huge rewards,” Basole said. — Reuters

China trade deal also appears near.

Refinery throughput in China - the world’s second-
largest crude user - rose 3.2 percent in March from a
year earlier to 12.49 million barrels per day (bpd). “The
demand side of the equation got a substantial fillip via
today’s China data suggesting prices will continue to
move higher on improving global growth and risk senti-
ment,” said Stephen Innes, head of trading at SPI Asset
Management.

Prices have been supported this year by a pact
reached by the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries and allies, including Russia-a group known as
OPEC+ — to limit their oil output by 1.2 million bpd.
Global supply has been tightened further by US sanc-
tions on OPEC members Venezuela and Iran. Iran’s
crude exports have dropped in April to their lowest dai-
ly level this year, tanker dala showed and industry
sources said, suggesting a drawdown in buyer interest
ahead of expected further pressure from Washington.
“Buyers are shying away in view of US policy uncer-
tainty regarding waivers to import Iranian crude oil,”
BNP Paribas strategist Harry Tchilinguirian told the
Reuters Global Oil Forum. — Reuters

Germany further
slashes 2019
growth forecast

BERLIN: Berlin halved its economic growth forecast
for 2019 yesterday as Europe’s largest economy cools
off, but ministers are unlikely to bend to foreign
demands to boost activity with extra government
spending.

“The federal government expects an increase of 0.5
percent in gross domestic product (GDP) this year and
1.5 percent” in 2020, economy minister Peter Altmaier
told a press conference in Berlin.

“The German economy has not yet overcome the
weakening in the economic upturn” that had been visi-
ble until mid-2018, he added, although “over the
remainder of the year there are prospects of a signifi-
cant recovery.” It is the second downgrade in a row,
after Altmaier’s January prediction of 1.0 growth for

2019 was 0.8 points lower than an autumn forecast.

Global factors including slowing trade, Brexit and
US President Donald Trump’s commercial confronta-
tions with Europe and China have hit the eurozone
powerhouse particularly hard.

And a string of local one-off factors including tough
new emissions tests on car manufacturers and a
drought that lowered waler levels in the Rhine inland
waterway, put a brake on activity.

But more structural challenges are also present,
including an ageing population and a chronic lack of
public investment in infrastructure and high-tech inno-
valions. The International Monelary Fund (IMF), in its
April economic outlook, repeated its long-running call
for Germany Lo spend its way out of a downturn.

To avoid the German slowdown contaminaling the
rest of the eurozone, “the available fiscal space can be
used Lo increase public investment in physical and
human capital or reduce the labor tax wedge”, the IMF
judged. The Washinglon-based [und also slashed the
country’s growth forecast to 0.8 percent, in line with
domestic bodies such as Berlin’s “Wise Men” council of
economic advisers and leading think-tanks. — AFP

QNB Group, the largest financial institution in the MEA region,
continues to deliver strong results for the first quarter in 2019

Net Profit US$980 million,
up 4% on March 2018
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FBCG, PwC publish guide on managing
shareholder exits in family businesses

We are happy to help families develop sustainable governance: Alghanim

DUBAI: Family Business Council - Gulf (FBCG),
a regional association of the Family Business
Network (FBN) has launched a guide in coop-
eration with PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) to
help family businesses in the Middle East suc-
cessfully plan and navigate scenarios of share-
holder exil in the family business.

For family-owned businesses in the Middle
East, and the GCC in particular, handover from
the first to the second generation, and increas-
ingly from the second to the third generation
can present unique challenges, which can have
tremendous implications on the sustainability
and growth of many of the region’s largest com-
panies. The newly published guide provides a roadmap through succes-
sion challenges, and is designed to help family businesses navigate poten-
tial divergence and differences in family members’ interests and goals,
understand the opportunities and challenges of the shareholder exit
process, and plan for an oplimized outcome that preserves both business
conlinuily and family unity.

Chairman of Family Business Council - Gulf, Omar K Alghanim spoke
on FBCG’s role in sharing best practices for family-owned businesses
operating in the region. He said: “Family members choosing to leave a
business can be a sensitive topic for all involved, and many will overlook it
until it’s unfortunately too late. Both FBCG and PwC have conducted stud-
ies lelling us that while in the last two vears, family businesses have
improved their commitment to documenting their policies in writing, only
31 percent of businesses have a robust, documented succession plan in
place, and only 33 percent have effective governance policies in place. At
IFBCG, we are happy to play our part in developing our regional knowledge
base on this lopic, to help families develop sustainable governance and
business models and contribute to the economy in the best way we can.”

The surveys, which were conducted across the Gulf and the Middle
East, also revealed that despite being aware of the challenges and sensi-
tivities involved, many family businesses do not have adequate plans in
place to address sharcholder exits. This absence of essential documenta-
tion can often leave room for ambiguity and complication for those look-
ing to address challenges or conflicts in family dynamics.

PwC Partner and private business leader Imad Shahrouri, spoke on the
partnership between PwC and the Family Business Council - Gulf as a
whole, commenting: “We recognize that family businesses have always been
an engine for growth and their success translates into prosperity for the
Middle East region. Family businesses show higher profitability in the long
run and have a more long-term strategic outlook. Our goal is to help family
businesses maintain their values and legacy while unlocking their maximum
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potential to achieve a competitive advantage in times of transformation.”
Amin Nasser, PwC’s senior advisor on Middle East private and family busi-
ness also shared his insights on working with family-owned businesses,
remarking that “The unique dynamics of family-owned businesses become
particularly apparent in the case of a family member deciding to leave the
business. Navigating an exit process can be a challenge and common cause
for family conflict. We worked with FBCG to develop a briel vel compre-
hensive overview of the process, so that family businesses are prepared to
create a healthy exit process by setting family constitutions and documen-
Lation that allows the business’ future to remain intact while balancing finan-
cial security and personal freedoms for all family members.”

The publication will be available in April 2019 on respective company
websites, and will provide family businesses with guidance on developing
the necessary plans for governance, legalization and enforcement, and
corporate structure, identifying ideal right exit routes, committing to
transparency and communication, and taking advantage of expert advice
on moving forward. The Family Business Council - Gulf (FBCG) is a private
not for profit organization aiming to strengthen family business gover-
nance and ensure their continuity over generations. The council secks to
identify and address issues unique to the GCC region through research,
education, capacity development, and networking among peers. FBCG is
a member of a worldwide organization - the Family Business Network
International (FBN) - the largest global nelwork ‘by families, [or [amilies’
representing leading family businesses all over the world.

|
ABK debuts merchant
loyalty program
in Kuwait

KUWAIT: Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK), has part-
nered with Emirates Skywards, the award-winning
loyalty program of Emirates airline and flydubai, to
launch the ‘Skywards Miles on POS’ program that
gives ABK merchants the opportunity to earn
Skywards Miles when customers use their ABK
Emirates Visa cards on the ABK Point of Sale (POS)
machine. This makes ABK the first bank in Kuwait to
introduce an innovative program that benefits mer-
chants, and provides them with an additional chan-
nel for increasing their earnings and rewards.

Leveraging its 17-year relationship with Emirates
Skywards, ABK has designed the unique ‘Skywards
Miles on POS’ program to be advantageous for both
its merchants as well as its customers. ABK’s mer-
chant network consists of over 4,000 merchants
and 8,000 active POS terminals across Kuwait.
Under the new program, ABK merchants can ecarn
three Skywards Miles for every KD 1 spent on the
Bank’s POS machine by a customer using ABK
Emirates Visa cards. Additionally, the bank has also
crealed a new dedicated web page on eahli.com
where merchants can learn about the latest offers.

Stewart Lockie, General Manager of ABK Retail
Banking stated “ABK’s ‘Skywards Miles on POS’
program was developed to strengthen the Bank’s
relationship with its merchants by providing a sim-
ple and unique opportunity to earn Skywards Miles.
The first and only loyalty rewards program for mer-
chants within Kuwait.

Tariq Almutawa, Emirates’ Country Manager,
Kuwait said, “The Emirates Skywards program is
constantly evolving to provide its members with
a wider range of opportunities to earn and spend
Skywards Miles. We are excited to work with Al-
Ahli Bank of Kuwait to roll out this one of a kind
program in Kuwait which allows both the mer-
chants as well as the consumers to earn
Skywards Miles.”

ABK merchants with an Al-Tajer or a personal
current account and a valid ABK Emirates Visa
Signature card are eligible to enroll in the
‘Skywards Miles on POS’ program. ABK cus-
tomers holding an ABK Emirates Visa Infinite
card or ABK Emirates Visa Signature card are
automaltically eligible to earn one extra Skywards
Mile for every KD 1 spent in addition to the usual
Miles earned when they use their cards al any
ABK POS terminal. The Skywards Miles earned
through the program can be redeemed for reward
flights and upgrades on Emirates, [lydubai and
other global partner airlines. Emirates Skywards
members can also carn and redeem Skywards
Miles through over 100 program partners includ-
ing hotels and retail and lifestyle outlets across
the world.

Rado’s new take
on a 1960s
classic has

hidden depths

LENGNAU, Switzerland: Since 1957, Rado
has been producing walches designed Lo
stand the lest of lime and, since the launch
of the Golden Horse in 1958, to stand the
test of the elements when water-resistant
walches were far from the norm.

Building on this base, 1962 saw the intro-
duction of an carly diver’s model that now
makes a welcome comeback lo the Rado
collection in a reimagined version that is
true Lo the look and feel of the original.

The Captain Cook MKII was first
launched with an impressive 22 bar (220m)
water resistance rating and an inner turn-
ing bezel capable of measuring up to 80
minutes of elapsed dive time. The reimag-
ined Captain Cook MKII, retains these
impressive features, whilst incorporating a
whole lot more.

AL first glance the Captain Cook MKII
bears an uncanny resemblance to the 1962
original, with its red and white inner bezel

and natural coloured Super-LumiNova
dots. On closer inspection however, the
matt black dial and sleck rhodium coloured
dial elements update the Captain Cook
MKII for the twenty-first century.

Ready to dive into any challenge

Durable and versatile, the MKII fea-
lures an easy-change strap system. This
allows the wearer to change between the
seven-row ‘rice grain’, polished stainless
steel bracelet and the black NATO strap.
It's a feature that makes the MKII a time-
piece capable of slipping from on-duty to
off-duty in a matter of seconds.

The changes to the new Captain Cook
MKII are not only on the surface. Rado
could not resist applying some contempo-
rary touches to the 2018 MKII. The much
loved metallised anchor in the dial now sits
within a sapphire crystal.

Super-LumiNova painted applied
indexes ensure optimum readability in
even the most challenging conditions.
And, with the quality Swiss automatic
movement featuring up to 80 hours of
power reserve, the MKII is ready to dive
into any challenge.

With style and substance true to the
original and with the readability and
wearability of a twenty-first century
timepiece, the Rado Captain Cook MKII
has hidden depths.

Adeeb Ahamed, MD, Twenty14 Holdings with Lord Marland of Odstock, Chairman of
Commonwealth Enterprise and Investment Council (CWEIC) in London. Adeeb Ahamed
was recently nominated to the prestigious CWEIC Global Advisory Gouncil.

Ooredoo launches Huawei P30
and P30 Pro with Shamel

KUWAIT: In its consistent stride in pro-
viding customers with the best and most
innovative products in the fast-paced tele-
com industry, Ooredoo launched the all
new Huawei P30 last week across it
branches with exclusive offers from Shamel
starting at KD23 per month and include
unlimited Ooredoo minutes, unlimited SMS,
500 local minutes, and 30GB internet.

The launch of the Huawei P30 and P30
Pro devices comes to reiterate Ooredoo’s
commitment to providing its customers
with the newest products and the best
offers. The Huawei P30 and Huawei P30
Pro deliver true innovation and break-

through technology, which is portrayed by
taking mobile Al to the next level by creat-
ing synergy between chipsets, devices, and
the cloud to ultimately deliver an intelli-
gent, immersive experience across all user
settings and stand out as a global iconic
tech brand.

The Huawei P30 has an array of excit-
ing features which include a revolutionary
New Leica Triple Camera system, more
power and efficiency, and The HUAWEI
SuperCharge with TUV Safety certifica-
tion. The new Leica Triple Camera pow-
ered by Al reveals life’s drama, texture,
colour and beauty in every photograph.

Warba Bank to
hold Al-Sunbula
draw today

KUWAIT: Warba Bank, “the Best invest-
ment Bank” and “Best Corporate Bank” in
Kuwait, will be organizing its weekly
Sunbula draw number 15 today at 11 am in
presence of a represenlalive from the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry and
the Bank officials.

Al-Sunbula both account and fixed
deposits are the perfect choices for cus-
tomers who wish to save money and
achieve steady returns while at the same
time gain the opportunity to win prizes
throughout the year. In line with the bank’s
mission to develop and differentiate its
offerings, Warba Bank has enhanced its
Sunbula campaign for 2019 with more cash
and prizes reaching more than KD 1 million.
In the running campaign, Warba Bank con-

China growth
beats forecasts
as economy
shows signs

of stability

BEIJING: China’s economy expanded more
than expected in the first three months of
the year as government moves to kickstart
growth helped offsel weak global demand
and a US trade war, data showed yesterday.

The 6.4 percent reading was the latest
in a string of figures indicating the world’s
number-two economy and key driver of
global growth is stabilizing after decelerat-
ing every quarter last year, though officials
warned of headwinds. “The national econ-
omy enjoyed stable performance with
growing posilive faclors, and stronger
market expectation and confidence,” said
National Bureau of Statistics spokesman
Mao Shengyong.

“Given slowing global economic growth
and international trade, increasing interna-
tional uncertainties and prominent domestic
structural issues, the task of reform and
development is arduous and downward
pressure on the economy persists,” said
Mao. Top policymakers in Beijing last month
unveiled a number of major plans to support
the flagging cconomy with massive tax cuts,
fee reductions, and financing support.

Officials pressed on with the drive Lo
shift China to a more sustainable growth
model, strengthened policies to counter the
downturn and “spared no effort to put the
policies into effect”, said Mao. Beijing
faces a delicate balancing act as it tries to
support businesses in need of credit, with-
out further inflating its debt balloon.

A strong March
New credit flooded into the financial
system last month, with the growth of bank
loans and total outstanding credit acceler-

tinued its weekly draws for 5 winners of
KD 1,000 each throughout the year, yel
introduce the “Mega Draws” that take
place on a quarterly basis to reveal five
winners, the 1st winner gets KD 100,000 in
cash! The four winners thereafter will each
get the latest 2019 Land Cruiser 5.7 VXR.
And more, as the last mega draw will give
away 2 more Land Cruisers!

As per the winning chances, each cus-
tomer will be participating in the draw for
each KD 10 in the Sunbula Account. It is
also worth noting that the Sunbula fixed
deposil rewards its investor with both high
expected returns, reaching up to 3.5 per-
cent, as well as winning chances. And such
investors have full flexibility in choosing
the desired tenure and the profit distribu-
tion method.

Furthermore, Warba Bank is leveraging
on its Customer Onboarding solution, in
line with its ambitious five-year strategy
that enables non-Warba Bank customers
to request the opening of Al-Sunbula
account in a simple electronic manner
without having to visit the branch, through
5 simple steps in 5 minutes.

ating-thanks to measures to boost lending-
though analysts say it will take about six
months to spark a full economic turn-
around.

“The better-than-expected (first quar-
ter) figures reflect a strong March,” said
Julian Evans-Pritchard of Capital
EEconomics in a nole, adding seasonal fac-
tors could have contributed to the uptick.

“With credit growth now accelerating
and sentiment improving, China’s economy
will bottom out before long if it hasn’t
already,” he said. The government lowered
its growth target for China this year to 6.0-
6.5 percent, having chalked up its slowest
pace for almost three decades in 2018.

However, while growth remains relative-
ly slow, the crucial unemployment rate
remains low and fell to 5.2 percent in
March from 5.3 percent in February.
Beijing is counting on consumers and
renewed investment to stabilize the econo-
my. The latest data showed retail sales for
March rose 8.7 percent on-year after stag-
nating at 15-vear lows for three months,
though data Friday revealed imports
plunged in the first quarter, feeding worries
about weak demand.

And infrastructure spending expanded
4.4 percent in the first three months,
sharply up from 3.8 percent last year when
the government stepped up a campaign
against debt and financial risk.

PBoC stimulus ‘caution’

The broader fixed-asset investment
indicator rose 6.3 percent [or the first three
months of the year, from 6.1 percent in
January-February. Output growth at
China’s factories and workshops in March
shot up 8.5 percent, from 5.3 percent in the
first two months, well above forecasts.

The figures come after a number of
positive indicators on the economy, includ-
ing improving factory activity and inflation,
pointing to a brighter outlook. “Irom
Beijing’s perspective, this set of data
should show that the policy reset in mid-
2018 from de-leverage lo growth support
is starting to yield results,” said Tai Hui,
chiel market strategist for Asia-Pacific at
JP Morgan Asset Management. — AFP
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What’s On

Burgan Bank offers
customers the chance
to watch ‘Avengers:

Endgame’ movie for {ree

urgan Bank, in collaboration with Grand Cinemas,
Bannounccd that its Youth Customers will be

offered the exclusivity to walch the first screen-
ing of the new movie ‘Avengers: Endgame’ for free at
the luxurious movie theatre of Grand Cinemas located
in Al Hamra Luxury Centre. The movie screening will
be held on Thursday April, 25th, 2019, wherein each
customer is entitled to two free tickets on one of the

two shows, at 5:30 pm or 8:30 pm.

To book the free seals, Youth Account Holders are

required to visit Grand Cinemas box office in Al Hamra
Luxury Centre and present their Youth ATM card. The
bank strives to reward its Youth account holders with
exclusive offers that fits their lifestyle. The Youth
Account is dedicated for young individuals, between
the ages of 15 Lo 25, and who seek Lo allain a successful
future. Furthermore, account holders receive free pre-
paid MasterCard and an ATM card which entitles them
to discounts at selective merchants along with an
exclusive discount at Grand Cinemas Theatres.
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COSTO: The

revolutionary
relail chain
expands its wings

osto retail chain has announced the
opening of their second slore in
Kuwait after the successful run of their
pilot store in Khaitan. Costo Khaitan has
received phenomenal response from cus-
tomers [rom day one of their operations.
Costo has shortlisted Fahaheel for their sec-
ond store. Situated in the basement floor of
Al Rtaj Tower, Mecca Street, the store will
celebrate a grand opening on Saturday, April
20th 2019 at 4:30 pm
COSTO is a customer driven purchase
store where customer feedbacks determine
the future products in the store. Giving cus-
tomers the delight to buy exactly what they
wanl, be it any brand or product.
Additionally everyday will have new deals to
keep customers excited at all times. The
Fahaheel store spread over 11,000 sq/ft,
unlike normal supermarkets and hypermar-
kets will feature a limited set of products
across calegories that caters to all necessary
needs of a customer.
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Costo is part of Regency Group which is
among the foremost retail players in GCC
region. The best price for customers is made
possible as the group has its own sourcing
cenlers in Turkey, China, Indonesia, Thailand
and Sri Lanka. This ensures the best quality
products reach customers in minimum time at
the lowest prices.

The concept of Costo was arrived after a
lot of in-depth research done by group’s
internal research along with consultants from
Europe and Turkey. Team Costo is in fact
delighted that they chose Kuwail Lo launch
this retail brand as customer response has
been overwhelming which has further
strengthened their belief in this revolutionary
retail concept.

Costo stores Managing Director Dr Anver
Ameen has stated that the vision of Costo is
to be the preferred retailer providing any-
thing from Fresh, Food & Non Food, butch-
ery, household, fashion, footwear, electronics,
mobiles and laptops at world class quality at
best possible prices. Perishable goods, farm
produces and meat are exclusively flown in
from around the globe on daily basis to offer
uncompromised quality standards. In order
Lo achieve their mission ol reaching every
customer, the promoters, Regency Group,
aim to spread this retail store in all the major
areas of Kuwail. 3rd store is all sel to open
before the end of this month, further details
will be revealed after Fahaheel store opening.

GUST recognizes
honor students at
awards ceremony

UST hosled an award ceremony this week

honoring their top students, who were

inducted into the Dean’s List of both the
College of Business Administration and the College
of Arts and Sciences. In total, 168 students were
recognized for their achievement of maintaining a
cumulative GPA of 3.5 and above. The ceremony
was allended by GUST President, Professor Walid
Bouhamra, the Deans of both Colleges, Prof
Antonis Simintiras and Prol Ali Ansari, the Dean of
Student Affairs, Dr Raghad Al Kazemi, the
Colleges” department heads, faculty, students, and
their parents. GUST President, Prof Walid
Bouhamra, said, “Our role as educators is not only

to push our students beyond their comfort zones,
but to also encourage them to do so. Seeing so
many people on stage this afternoon gives me an
overwhelming sense of delight and pride.”

GUST, as a university, constantly strives to pro-
vide ils students with all the tools they need for
success. The College of Arts and Sciences’ Mass
Communication and Media Department was
recenlly awarded a [ull accredilation by the
American Communications Association (ACA). Its
Computer Science major has been accredited by
the Accreditation Board for Engineering and
Technology (ABET), and the quality of the pro-
gram is evident in our students winning Ist place
al the Gulf Programming Contest in 2017.
Recently, the Center for Teaching, Learning, and
Research (CTLR) was launched to provide work-
shops for not only GUST faculty, but Kuwait
school teachers as well. The universily lirelessly
works on ensuring the best faculty and curriculum
for its students through these accreditations and
community projects.

Thursday, April 18, 2019

Free tickets
exclusively for “Youth”
account customers
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The Palestine Heritage exhibition launched at the Women Social & Cultural Society on Tuesday. The event was attended by the Palestinian Ambassador

Rami Tahboub and his wife.

Embassy announcement

n the occasion of Easter Holiday, the Embassy of the Republic of South Africa will be closed on Sunday, 21st April

2019. Work will be resumed on Monday, 22nd April 2019 and working hours will be from 8:00am to 16:00pm.

Consular section operations hours will be from 8:30am to 12:30pm. For emergencies please contact number
94924895".
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Germany reopens painful
debate on assisted suicide

KARLSRUHE: Germany’s highest courl yesterday
began hearing a case brought by terminally ill
patients and doctors against a law banning profes-
sional assisted suicide services, reopening a bitter
debate. Lawmakers had passed the so-called
Paragraph 217 in November 2015, which penalizes
anyone who turns assisted suicide into a profes-
sional service — with or without payment. But a
Leipzig administrative court’s ruling two years later
raised questions about the law, as judges found that
in extreme cases, the authorities could not refuse
life-ending medication to terminally ill patients.

The contradictory signals have fuelled renewed
debate on an issue that has huge resonance in a
fast-ageing country where the Church still exerts
strong influence. It is also a partlicularly sensitive
subject in Germany as the Nazis had used what
they called “euthanasia” Lo exlerminale around
200,000 disabled people.

Opening the hearing at the Federal
Constitutional Court on Tuesday, chief judge
Andreas Vosskuhle said the case is “not about the
moral or political assessment of suicide and its
impact on society... but is focused alone on the
scope of [reedom as limiled by the threat of state
prosecution under (Germany’s) Basic Law.” The
latest challenge was brought by six plaintiffs
among them terminally ill patients, doclors and

associalions that provide support lo people seek-
ing assisted suicide.

In practice, the 2015 law means that a husband
who helps his terminally ill wife to die would not be
prosecuted. But an association or a business that
repeatedly offers to help people die would face
prosecution. The situation is also not so clear-cut
for doctors who prescribe deadly cocktails to
patients. In their case before the constitutional
courl, the palients argue that their general person-
al right extends to their right to a self-determined
death. The medical practitioners are meanwhile
secking legal cerlainly in cases when they are
required to prescribe palliative medication.

‘Right to self-determined death’

Doctor Matthias Thoens told the DPA news
agency that since the law came into force, he has
been worried he could be charged if any of his
patients were to abuse the palliative drugs he had
prescribed. “If someone took his own life without
my knowledge or will, I'd be the subject ol an
investigation,” he said. But he said he had brought
the challenge also because he felt it would be
“criminal Lo leave such palients on their own”.

As his fellow plaintiff and doctor, Michael de
Ridder, wrote in the weekly Die Zeil: “There is not
only a right lo life, bul also a right to sell-deler-

mined death.” The associations among the plaintilfs
meanwhile charge that the law has essentially also
banned them from being there to support their
members in their last days.

Ahead of the hearing, the Catholic Church piled
on the pressure, with Berlin’s Archbishop Heiner
Koch warning the courl against “shifting the value
system” in Germany. The court should “send a
strong signal for the protection of lives”, he told
the Funke newspaper group. Amid the controversy,
the authorities were also waiting for the court to
deliver clarity. Since the Leipzig court’s ruling in
2017, more than 100 applicants have written the
Federal Institute for Drugs and Medical Devices
for medication to end their lives.

Under Health Minister Jens Spahn’s order, none
of the applications has been approved pending the
latest court challenge. “Anything else would mean
that bureaucrats, or in the end I as a minister,
would decide who gets to die with state help and
who doesn’t,” Spahn told the Frankfurter
Allgemeine Zeilung daily. Euthanasia is officially
legal in only three countries in Europe — the
Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg — but oth-
ers allow or lolerate a form of assisted suicide. In
Switzerland, as well as in the US states of Vermont,
Oregon and Washington for example, assisted sui-
cide is legal. — AFP

Malaysia arrests poachers,
seizes tiger and bear parts

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysian authorities have arrested two suspected
poachers from Vietnam and seized body parts from tigers and bears, a min-
ister said vesterday, as the country clamps down on rampant wildlife traf-
ficking. The Southeast Asian nation is home to swathes of jungle and a kalei-
doscope of rare creatures from elephants to orangutans and tigers, but they
are frequently targeted by poachers.

Two Vietnamese men, aged 25 and 29, were arrested Monday by a
wildlife enforcement team in a national park in eastern Terengganu state,
said Xavier Jayakumar, waler, land and natural resources minister. The men
were in possession of claws and teeth from the Malayan tiger, he said. The
species once roamed the jungles of Malaysia in the thousands but is now
critically endangered, with just a small number believed left in the wild.

They also had teeth and claws from bears, teeth from wild boars, as well
as hunting equipment including machetes, axes and wire for setting traps,
the minister said. “The two suspects have been arrested and will be remand-
ed for three days to assist in the investigation,” he said. Tiger pelts are
prized collectors’ items and fetch a high price on the black market, while
many animals’ body parts are used in traditional medicines in parts of Asia,
including Vietnam and China. — AFP
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Dr. Husain Alenezi

ks

-Boand Conifiod Lriogist

! Endascopic Sinus Surgery

| Septoplasty and turbinate reduction surgery by laser o RF
} Snoring and OSAP Surgery

L Rhunoplasty with apen and closed techniques

£ Microscopic Middle Ear Surgery and Tympanoplasty

i Salivary gland and parotid surgery

; Thyro d and parathyro'd surgery

! Micro larynieal surgery

1 888 883

WV, Gmc-Kuwallcom

| Or. Rany Essam Mitwally

Senior Regiatrar

"

Dr. Ahmed Hosnl Abd Ethamid

Congultont

‘ﬂ'i Opthalmology

eo

Or. Abpor Khattah
Coacinlind
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Call: 24833199 ext:101,102 or
Direct line: 24835616 / 24835617
or email: ads@kuwaittimes.com

Dr Sahar Ghannam

Dermatology consultant, skin treatment and laser

Timing: Saturdays and Wednesdays from 10 am to 5 pm
sunday, Monday and Tuesday from 9:30 am until 5 pm

Thursday from 9:30 am until 1 pm.

Friday is a holiday.

Address: Fourth Ring Road - Abdallah Fadalah 5treet, Meldan
Haowally, opposite fire station - block 35, buliding 31.

Clinie Phones: 258104077 4090 314 Fax: 25610485
Mobaile: 50874754/ 98166746

. # Drsaharghannsmelinic  Email-drsgderma@gmail. com

-Endowrology Socety-Approved Faliowship In Entounsiogy And
Robofic Surpony Al Wastern Linkeassity, Ontaro, Canada

Endoscopy & Lasor

G- Erectita Dyslunction

Expert in dingrosing and treating:
1- Urinary Stones (Kidnay, Lreter & Bladder) By

2- Prostate Cancar And Bonkgn Prostatic Hypempéaska

3- Lowar Uinary Tract Symptoms In Males And Females

4- Tumors And Makgnancies OF The Urdnary Tract [Kidney, {
Adrenals, Ureter, Bladder And Testas)

&- Mala Facior Irlerfiiny And Varicocoles (Momscopic Surgpeny)

Or. Kirzn Taraka
g o g o

3\ 50721507
24551555

L T E o T

Contact Taiba Hospital- 1608004 & 54449452 o Twitter: @DrHusain_Ungl

Our Doctors Provide care

For the entire Family

Or. Bareens Takiv DOr. Wazaw Khan Dy F Sashaadry Nalh
D i ! e Cardaragn 2 Py, ot [T
| Eraciulad o Wl D

Mg e Copr

EXIR MEDICAL SUBSPECIALITIES CENTER

Block No.d Jahra - Kuwail

Fol ; FASEBAST | JALEE04T in'‘clenicenie r.com www eerceniecka.com []
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DR. MOHAMMAD AL HAJRY DR. FAHAD S BUHAIMED ACADAMSE €3
- Canadian Board of Otolaryngology LSS, S Daressoicain I 5 Doeer
Head & Neck Surgery and Facial Plastics. ke Tranaplent, b v Fallg

Fellow of Royal College of Surgeons-Canada
A rare Subspecialty in Microscopic Ear Surgery, Cochlear
implant & Ear diseases

eI

Bl i TR MmN EoruTertic desrrmad niogy

LY
Relpies sevieway Of e ed railiora| pouimual of
Cerrrrusd gy

# Diagnosis/ Treatment of General Ears, Nose, and Throat conditions in adults & pediatrics I

T - L ‘ WP CLAL LTI 1N
« Minimally invasive Endoscopic sinus surgery including Balloon sinuplasty

«Minimally invasive Microscopic& Endoscopic Ear surgery errmmad plogy & Commertic Trealerents.
#Diagnosis & treatment of Otology and Audiology (Hearing loss, Tinnitus & balance disorders )
+Fadal Plasticand reconstructive surgeries (Rhinoplasty, Otoplasty, Fillers & Botox njections)

K s Tranepland & B brpminn ‘
E " o
+ Diagnosis & treatment of snoring & obstructive sleep apneain dinic without surgery b o Wjpkciable §illers & Boto ¥ |
: — .

Liriet T roalrmasnd

# Diagnosis & Treatment of voice and swallowing disorders.
-+ Diagnosis & Treatment of Head and Neck benign & malignant tumors.

siberr nf, Bulding b,

(151] @Malhajry Salmiya, Belajat Street, Tel: 1881122 e b e

To advertise on this Page Dr. Ahmad Alaeddine

Head of Cardiology departmenta
at Dar Al Shifa hospital

e Consultant Interventional and conventional

r pl T cardiologist.

e Specialised in the Diagnosis and treatment
of all adult cardiac diseases, including

Ll jes=ul l‘ those cases that need urgent intervention %

Call: 24833199 ext:101,102 e in Cath lab (primary angioplasty).
" or Direct line: 24835616 / 24835617 TIEf I!'""i___

Ki

Q or email: ads@kuwaittimes.com Bar Al $hita Hassita (] daralshifa
Tele:1802 555
Know your Doctor
all sl ol b L Ry e N B T Otorhinolaryngology (ENT)
howm il erint e il Hosgsd DR I(HALEDALMERRI A Sk It ernaticvad Mowstn Dr Hamoud Abdu"ah Alaroui
Consultant interventional Cardiology .
Telephone: 1830003 Ext: 2400 Department: Heart & Vascular Center Telephone: 1830003  Laryngology Fellowship - Canada ENT Spec|a||st
r"?.'] alsalam.int.hospital r.:‘] alsalam.int.hospital ¢ Fellow of the European Board Otolaryngology - Head & Neck Surgery

Specialized in:

1-Diagnostic and therapeutic cardiac catheterization (Angiography and
Angioplasty). Aortic valve implantation.

2- Diagnosis and treatment of coronary artery diseases

3- Diagnosis and treatment of heart failure, cardiomyopathies and
valvular diseases.

4-Diagnosis and treatment of high blood pressure and high
cholesterol.

5- Diagnosis and treatment of syncope, palpitations and
cardiac arrhythmias.

6-Non-invasive diagnostic procedures echocardiography,

exercise stress test, and 24 hour blood pressure and

Holter monitoring

& Member of the American Academy of Otolaryngology Head & Neck Surgery
& Member of the British Laryngological Association

& Member of the Canadian Society of Otolaryngology Head & Neck Surgery
& Member of the Eurpean Laryngological Society

Specialized in:

= Management of benign and malignant vocal cord lesions.
@ Vocal cord augmentation.

= Treatment of spasmodic dysphonia.

= Adenotonsillectomy using latest techniques.
@ Thyroid surgery.

w Surgery for the deviated nasal septum.

= Endoscopic sinus surgery.

@ Treatment of allergic rhinitis.

@ Treatment of snoring.

= Treatment of vertigo.

Scope of Clinical Practice: <> Colonic Hydrotherapy & Fecal Incontinence Treatment
<> General & Laparoscopic Surgery <> Laparoscopic mini bypass

<> Single Port Surgery <>Transanal minimally invasive surgery

America“ Board certiﬁed in General Surgery <> Treatment of Colo- Rectal Diseases, including Colorectal Gancer

<> Surgical Treatment of Inflammatory Bowel Abscess AcademicCertificates, Trainings& Fellowships:

C | .
Member of the Society of American Gastrointestinal & Endoscopic Surgeons (SAGES) <Treatment of Perfanal Fistula & Complex Perianal Fistula (com- 4 American Board of General Surgery
! = "

plications) <> Fellow of American College of Surger
<>VAAFT Procedure (Treatment of Fistula through Fistuloscope) <> (anadian Board of Genergl Surger?l 4

<>Treatment of Irritable Bowel Symptoms

Higher specialization in Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary surgery & Organ Transplantation

N, . .. % Cllommsm) @ CEREag <> Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians & Surgeons of Canada
Member of many prestlglous surglcal societies. R (oo N nse onR e maval <> American Board of Colo — Rectal Surgery
<> Bariatric Surgery - Lap Sleeve Gastrectomy <> American Board of Surgical Critical Care
@ Day case surgeries @ Minor surgeries (lipoma, sebaceous cyst, ingrowing nail) <> Gallstones & Abdominal Hernias Surgery
@ Diagnosis, treatment and follow up of all surgical @ Hemorrhoids, fistula & anal fissure surgeries
emergencies @ Breast surgeries [ i »
- # @ Surgery for morbid obesity (sleeve, gastricbypass) @ Thyroid & adrenal surgeries = | . Dr. Abdullah Al Haddad
b @ Hernia repair @ Cholecysteclomy & laparoscopic appendicectomy s Surgery Department ?
" @ Surgery for reflux disease @ Liver, pancreas & hile ducts surgeries ' Lt ' 1 E I F_E‘ Consultant General Surgery’ Laparoscoplc & Colo - Rectal Surgeon
.III.I.;.:|‘ 3 L Y - )
Dr. Hani Haider http://www.international-clinic.com Tel: 1886677 “ic_kwt @] daralshifa

General Surgery Consultant _‘:: = Tele:1802 555 Fmall: aahadcac@daralshifa.com

Academic Certificates — Training

DR. WALEED S BUHAIMED ¢ Kuwait Board of General Surgery.
Consultant of General Surgery +(IFSO) member .
Laproscopic and Bariatric Surgery X Faculty member of (BEST)

+ Member of Kuwait Surgical Association.

DR. FAHAD AL-MUKHAIZEEM
Consultant Pediatrician

ﬁ Consultant Pediatrician-Canadian & American

M ' i Board in Pediatrics-Canadian
N -

Board in Pediatric Emergency
A )

Tel.: 22269369 - Fax: 22269368 Al-Jabriya - Block 1A - St.1 - Mazaya Building - 15th Floor - Clinic B

Scope of clinical Practice.

« Bariatric surgeries.

+ Gallbladder stones surgeries.
+Abdominal wall and hernia surgeries.
+G.l. surgeries.

« Thyroid and para - thyroid surgeries.
+Anal surgeries.

email: wbuhaimed@gmail.com Tel.: 965 22269411/ Mob.: 965 99212228 Jabriya, 4th Ring Rood,Block 1A Floor 9 -Clover Center Mazaya Building
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ACROSS

1. Characteristic of a mob.

4. One species.

11. (Old Testament) In Judeo-Christian
mythology.

15. Any of various primates with short tails
or no tail at all.

16. A slill proleclive garment worn by
hockey players or a catcher in baseball
to protect the shins.

17. An independent agency of the Uniled
States government responsible for avi-
ation and spaceflight.

18. Having leadership guidance.

19.The official published verbatim report
of the proceedings of a parliamentary
body.

20. (of persons) Highest in rank or authori-
ty or office.

21. Singing jazz.

23. Massive plantigrade carnivorous or
omnivorous mammals with long shag-
gy coals and strong claws.

24. City in northern Auslria on the Danube.

25.The blood group whose red cells carry
both the A and B antigens.

27. A yellow pungent volatile oil (trade
name Agene) formerly used for
bleaching and aging [lour.

29.The seventh month of the Hindu calen-
dar.

30. (Hindu) A manner of silling (as in the
practice of Yoga).

33. A painted or carved screen placed
above and behind an altar or com-
munion table.

35. Constituting a copy or imitation of
something.

37.A state in New England.

41. A member of the Mayan people of the
Yucalan peninsula in Mexico.

45. Any of various dark heavy viscid sub-
stances obtained as a residue.

46.The federal agency that insures resi-
dential mortgages.

49. An Arabic speaking person who lives in
Arabia or North Africa.

51. A ballroom dance of Latin-American
origin.

52. Realistic Norwegian author who wrole
plays on social and political themes
(1828-1906).

53. Being one more than fifty.

54. (old-fashioned) At or from or to a great
distance.

56. Elongate very slender water scorpions.

60. Especially a leaf of grass or the broad
portion of a leaf as distinct from the
petiole.

63. Long green edible beaked pods of the
okra plant.

67."The process of remembering (espe-
cially the process of recovering infor-
mation by mental effort).

69. Of or relating to the hyoid bone n.

71. A river in north central Switzerland that
runs northeast into the Rhine.

72. (Irish) Mother of the ancient Irish gods.

73. (cuphemistic) "he is deceased".

75.A master's degree in fine arts.

76.An adherent of any branch of Taoism.

77.Having no sole.

78.A unit of pressure.

DOWN

1. A master's degree in library science.

2. An organization of countries formed in
1961 to agree on a common policy for
the sale of petroleum.

3. English monk and scholar (672-735).

4. A hormone secreled by the anterior
pituitary gland that controls the
degree ol pigmentation in
melanocyles.

5. According to the Old Testament he was
a pagan king of Israel and husband of
Jezebel (9th century BC).

6. (mathematics) Directly proportional.

7. Uniled States chemist (born in Norway)
noled for his work in thermodynamics
(1903-1976).

8.A cut of pork ribs with much of the meat
trimmed off.

9.The month following February and pre-
ceding April.

10. (of eggs) No longer edible.

11. A genus of tropical American plants
have sword-shaped leaves and a
fleshy compound fruits composed of
the fruits of several flowers (such as
pineapples).

12. A game in which darts are thrown at a
dartboard.

13. (computer science) American Standard
Code for Information Interchange.

14. United States naval officer and histori-
an (1840-1914).

22. A form of Japanese poelry.

26. A soft silvery metallic element of the
alkali earth group.

28. A colorless odorless gascous element
that give a red glow in a vacuum tube.

31. Large South American evergreen tree
trifoliate leaves and drupes with nut-
like seeds used as food and a source
of cooking oil.

32.The capital and largest city of Ghana
with a deep-water port.

34. Egg-shaped terra-colta wind instru-
ment with a mouthpiece and finger
holes.

36. An oral cephalosporin (trade names
Keflex and Keflin and Keftab) com-
monly prescribe for mild Lo moderate-
ly severe infections of the skin or ears
or throal or lungs or urinary tract.

38. Painter (born in Germany, resident of
France and the United States) who
was a cofounder of Dadaism.

39. Binary compound that occurs at room
temperature as a clear colorless odor-
less tasteless liquid.

40. (possibly Roman) Goddess of horses
and mules and asses.

42. Green algae common in freshwater
lakes of limestone districts.

43. Conforming to truth.

44. Island in West Indies.

47. An associate degree in nursing.

48. (botany) Of a cylindrical or ellipsoid
body.

50. English monk and scholar (672-735).

55. United States comedian and film actor
(1880-1946).

57. An alliance of nations joining together
to fight a common enemy.

58.Tropical American tree producing
cacao beans.

59. Ox of southeasl Asia somelimes con-
sidered a domesticated breed of the
gaur.

61. A Russian river.

62. Clarified butter used in Indian cookery.

64. God of love and erotic desire.

65. A flat float (usually made of logs or
planks) that can be used for transport
or as a platform for swimmers.

66.The biblical name for ancient Syria.

68. A zodiacal constellation in northern
hemisphere between Cancer and
Virgo.

70. A doctor's degree in dental surgery.

74. Being ten more than one hundred forty.
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STAR TRACK

Aries (March 21-April 19)

Independence is the order of the day. This includes independent thinking
which some of your workmates might find alarming because they're stuck in the mun-
dane. You're doing your research though and can back up your fundamental ideas. A
nice business lunch might give you another birthday present today when a higher up
praises you for those ideas. Enjoy the comradery but create a time to talk about imple-
menling what you wanl for material success. Gel logether with friends and your lover
for good informative communication on ideas you want to present at work. They’ll give
you the critical expertise you need to make your ideas better.

u Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Your independent spirit seems Lo have doubled today. You want it done your
way but you're not opposed to learning something new. You may even find yourself teach-
ing others on the job. This expansion of your intelligence makes you feel confident that
you can do anything now and you can. Your day is filled with people asking, discussing
and bringing you new ideas. Your thoughts turn to love and family throughout this day. If
you're nol married you may soon be or at least renewing the love thal you need.

4 Gemini (May 21-June 20)

You have a pioneering spirit when you're teaching now and you find
vourself doing that more often at work and at home. You want social interaction with
those for whom you care. Take the lime to make it so. Social functions give you a
chance to explore new trends which you love. The staid has no place for you now,
Gemini. Love is important. You have needs and you sense the needs of others too.
Being involved makes your day go around. A new puppy may be in the air now. Wait
a couple of days belore you make your decision. In other words, keep thinking
whether you'll have time for the responsibility.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Your marriage il you have one means a lot Lo you now. If you aren’t mar-
ried then you may find that you're gelling ready Lo be. The reason is you crave a per-
son Lo love as only you can and be loved in return in that same manner. You may think
ol gelling a pel with all the responsibility and unconditional love instead but that’s not
totally what you want. You want the leaning-on-each-other type love. You may also
be making the choice o find a new occupation that is tolally different from what you
have now. It may involve children and teaching them independence. Whatever it is,
Cancer, research before you move.

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Changes need to be made. Otherwise you're likely to become very unhap-
py at home. Perhaps all it is may be buying a new home equipped the way you desire.
People who live with you may want to discuss why you're unsatisfied with you and add
their thoughts. You're looking for new outlets and new ways of living your life to the
fullest. Without being able to make it your best life, you'll find you want a full change of
residence. The status quo needs to change now because you're already feeling that dis-
satisfaction. Your more independent and pioneering spirit has you looking over traditions
you've made and you don't like what you see. Now is the lime to make it beller.

!.‘ Virgo (August 23-September 22)

Anything having to do with a pioneering spirit takes on more importance
in your work life now and beyond. Perhaps you may decide to take a trip or do some-
thing that gels you away from the house or even way out of town. Ireedom is on your
mind. Exploring new places can give you the liberty lo take chances you're unable to
find close to your home. Really, you just need the change of pace. Seeing new places
gives it, Virgo. You may feel you have to take this trip alone now just for the same
change. Clear your head and discover your heart.
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Libra (September 23-October 22)

Unity is what you need from all who surround you. Harmony is your key-
word now. Don't just act like you're gelling along, gel along needs Lo be your molto.
There’s a fine line here, Libra. Make sure you surround yourself with people who have
these amazing attributes. In that way, you can work reliably and easily to accomplish
your goals. Hasty decisions could result in missteps both at home and at work. You
may find yourself apologizing or having to restart some decisions or words you've
spoken harshly. Take your time and think with that quick mind of yours.

ﬁ Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

Social contact with those you love and even some you don't has a way of
direcling you lo another direction in your life now. You're probably still thinking of the
advice you gave younger people vesterday. It felt good, didn't it? Someone’s work
methods or allitudes, especially il a higher up, may send you lowards a new work
course even more quickly than you plan. That happens when, vet again, they disagree
with your work methods. Refined attitudes mean more than money to you now,
Scorpio, and when a boss shows gross neglect of that, you may be saying “Bye-Bye”
Lo this job. Think before you leap.

E= Sagittarius (November 22-December21)

- You find yourself exploring new directions in your life now. This is good

because you can become dissatisfied casily now. Perhaps you need a

move Lo another stale or even country. You may decide Lo Leach subjects you're great

in to students who aren’t privy to what you're used to now, Sagiltarius. Close personal

lies might be the reason you're thinking about broadening your horizons. Teaching

and communicaling are exciling new ventures in your life. Also, being able to learn is
highlighted as well. Go get um. Make your life better.

ﬂ Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Here you go. Now il's gelling good. New ideas and a pioneering mindsel
Lake over your life now. Thinking about becoming your own boss is minor in the scheme
of things. Turn you loose and let you go. You can do anything. Think hard before you
move with job related ideas though. You could be so caught up in the fact you want to
move Lhat you allow someone Lo lalk you into an idea that may not be good for you in
the long run, Capricorn. Talk to friends, neighbors, family and most importantly, your
life’s partner. They can help you make an informed decision or at least be a backboard
for you Lo bounce ideas off.

m Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

A phase is entering your life now that has you seeking independence and
pioneering thinking. This can be a lime of making huge gains in the [inancial side of your
life. Or, it can have you rubbing workers and authority figures in the wrong way. Be per-
ceplive in how you use this time o garner what you need. When you're in social sellings
you're taking in all you hear. They may be part of the items making you take a different
stroll down your working road of life, Aquarius. Be prepared for what comes. You want
closer personal ties and they seem to be manifesting in the best possible manner.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

You need harmony and beauty around you now. The lack of one of these
qualities can send you over the edge but when it’s both, Katy bar the door. Those closest
Lo you could have you singing the blues if you're not careful to allow them their growth
and stay away from letting upsel become contagious. Hasty decisions could be made
today both at work and at home. This isn't necessarily a good thing, Pisces. Try to keep
an even keel when making a decision by pulling your answer into stone today. You may
have to reverse it and it may not be casy. Take some time Lo yourself this evening.
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Lifestyle

This photograph taken on April 15, 2019 shows Miss Laos New Year or ‘Nang Sang Khan’ pageant winner Mila Douangximay (center) along with the other six chosen contestants, each symbolizing
King Kabinlaphom’s seven daughters, taking part in the annual Laos New Year or ‘Pi Mai’ celebrations at the Wat Xiengthong Buddhist temple in Luang Prabang. — AFP photos

BLESSED BEAUTIES: LAOS NEW YEAR
PAGEANT PITS KING'S DAUGHTERS  AS RIVALS

earing gold-embroidered silk outfits, faces thick
Wwith makeup, a line-up of seven Laotian beauty

queens greet a sea of cheering supporters at the
annual new year beauty contest in Luang Prabang. But this
is no regular pageant: the contestants are stand-ins for the
seven blessed daughters of Laos’ legendary heavenly King
Kabinlaphom competing for top honors at the country’s
most famous beauty contest. “Everyone wants to be Miss
Laos New Year,” said spectator Kini, who was cheering on
her sister, Mila Douangmixay.

“If she wins she will be famous for a whole year! IUs
very special for Laos girls,” Kini told AFP, standing in the
massive crowd of cheering fans holding placards featuring
numbers in support of their preferred competitors.
Entering the conlest is no easy feal. Conlestants must be
under 18 and are chosen by a local commillee that first
selects up to 30 girls. Numbers are then whittled down to
seven contestants-all symbolizing the King’s daughters-by
a panel of judges and voting fans who size up the contest-
anls on slage.

A Miss Laos New Year or ‘Nang Sang Khan’ beauty pageant chosen contestant (center), symbol-

izing one of King Kabinlaphom’s seven daughters.

Miss Laos New Year or ‘Nang Sang Khan’ pageant winner Mila Douangximay (center) along with the other six chosen contestants.

The pageant is a highlight of days-long Buddhist new
year celebrations that draw thousands of worshippers and
tourists to the normally sleepy city of Luang Prabang. The
city is taken over by holiday events: elephants are paraded
through the streets, sand stupas are carved on the banks of
the Mekong River, and masked men dressed as the coun-
try’s sacred protectors lead the main new year day proces-
sion. For many, the hottest ticket in town is the new year
pageant, known as “Nang Sang Khan”, where some fans
who don’t make it inside clamor to peek over fencing
around the event.

Everyone gets a chance to see the girls again at the
mainstay parade on new year day, when the girls are
accompanied by bodyguards to walk to the shimmering
golden Wat Xien Thong temple, one of Laos’ oldest and
most sacred, to make offerings. But only one winner will
hold the honour after festivities die down, and she will
spend the following 12 months making public appearances
unlil the next blessed “daughter” lakes over. As for Kini,
her campaigning to see her sister win paid off;

ty pageant in Luang Prabang.

Douangmixay was crowned Miss Laos New Year at this
vear’s pageant. “I feel very proud,” a beaming
Douangmixay lold AFP. — AFP

—
Miss Laos New Year or ‘Nang Sang Khan’ pageant winner
Mila Douangximay (second left) along with the other cho-

sen contestants, each symbolizing King Kabinlaphom’s
seven daughters.

Contestants dancing on stage during the annual Miss Laos New Year or ‘Nang Sang Khan’ beau-

-
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Ancient Christian
manuscripts
digitized at
monastery beneath
Mount Sinai

t St Catherine’s Monastery at the
Afoot of Egypt’'s Mount Sinai, the

silence in the library is broken
only by low electrical humming, as an
early manuscript is bathed in green
light. A team from Greece are photo-
graphing thousands of fragile manu-
scripts, including some of the earliest
copies of the Christian gospels, using a
complex process that includes taking
images in red, green and blue light and
merging them with computer software
to create a single high-quality color
picture. There is a tangible sense of
urgency to the mission.

Although the monastery has survived
centuries of warfare, it lies in a region
where Islamist militants have destroyed
countless cultural artifacts and docu-
ments in Syria and Iraq. Egypl’s
Christian churches have also been tar-
geted by an Islamist insurgency in the
rugged and thinly populated northern
Sinai. “The Holy Monastery of the God-
Trodden Mount Sinai’ - which is part of
the Eastern Orthodox church - lies in the
safer southern half of the Sinai
Peninsula. But in 2017, Islamic State
claimed responsibility for an attack on a
nearby Egyptian police checkpoint, in
which one officer was killed.

“The upheaval of our limes requires a
rapid completion of this project,”
Archbishop Damianos ol Sinai, Faran and
Raitho, and Abbot of St. Catherine’s
Monastery, told Reuters by email. The aim
is Lo creale the first digital archive of all
4,500 manuscripts in the library, starting
with around 1,100 in the Syriac and
Arabic languages, which are particularly
rare. The task could take more than a
decade, using digital cameras and com-
puter arrays alongside sophisticated cra-
dles designed to support the more fragile
manuscripts.

The project began last year and is
being undertaken by the non-profit
research organization Early Manuscripts
Electronic Library (EMEL), in collabora-
tion with the monastery and the Library
of the University of California, Los
Angeles. UCLA Library said it will start
publishing the manuscripts online, in full
color, from the fall of 2019. “This library is
an archive ol the history of Christianity
and its neighbours in the Medilerranean
world, and therefore is of interest to com-
munilies all over the world who find their
history here,” Michael Phelps, Director of
the Early Manuscripts Electronic Library,
told Reuters.

Where Moses trod

The monastery lies at the fool of
Mount Sinai, by tradition the site where
Moses received the Ten Commandments.
UNESCO has listed the area as a World
Herilage sile, ciling ils sacred slalus in
Christianity, Islam and Judaism. It says St.
Catherine’s was founded in the 6th centu-
ry, and is the oldest Christian monastery
still in use for its original function. The
most famous manuscript in the library is
the 4th century ‘Codex Sinailicus’ - a
Greek manuscript of the Bible which con-
tains the oldest surviving complete New
Testament. Its pages are divided between
several institutions.

Another is the Codex Syriacus, an
ancient copy of the Gospels in Syriac.
Other manuscripts cover science, medi-
cine and the Greek classics. The digitiza-
tion of the first stage alone, the Syriac-
Arabic manuscripts, will take around three
years and cost a projected $2.75 million,
said Phelps.

“Throughout the centuries, monks
have lived here in prayer, in dedication
Lo spiritual goals, a witness to God’s rev-
elation to mankind... in that sense espe-
cially, the Sinai Monastery is an ark, a
spiritual ark in the wilderness,” said
Father Juslin of Sinai, the monaslery’s
librarian. The project will provide a more
complete record than partial microfilm-
ing carried oul decades ago by the US
Library ol Congress, and also by the
Nalional Library of Israel. The two insti-
tutions are making their records avail-
able Lo the new digitization effort, the
project organizers said. — Reulers
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Morello agrees black hole
should be named after Cornell

WRXR radio station: “I heard that. I think that would
be really nice. “I don’t know who you send that peti-
tion to, but I'd be happy to officially add my name to
that ... That seems absolutely appropriate.” The single
from Soundgarden’s ‘Superunknown’ record was
inspired by the Black Sun sculpture by Isamu
Noguchi, which is located in the late grunge star’s
home city of Seattle’s Volunteer Park. The petition,
which was started by fan Giuliana Jarrin on
Change.org, reads: “‘Black Hole Sun’, written by Chris
Cornell, is without a doubt SOUNDGARDEN’s most
recognizable and most popular song, and one of the
biggest anthems of the *90s. “For this reason, and the

om Morello “would be happy” to add his
name Lo the online petition calling for the
recently photographed black hole to be
named after his late Audioslave bandmate
Chris Cornell. The Prophets of Rage star was the lead
guitarist in the Soundgarden star’s supergroup - com-
pleted by Tim Commerford and Brad Wilk - and he
would love to see the supermassive black hole at the
cenler of galaxy, which was seen for the first time ever
last week after the Event Horizon Telescope shared
their image, attributed to Chris who penned the hit
song ‘Black Hole Sun’ in 1994. Asked if he'd like to sup-
port the campaign, Tom told Tennessee’s Rock 105

impact Chris Cornell had in the lives of so many and
music itself, I ask NASA, the Event Horizon Telescope
Collaboration and all the astronomers and scientists
involved in this discovery, to name this black hole after
Chris Cornell. This would be a ‘surreal” and amazing
way Lo honor his life and his contribulion Lo music.”
Unfortunately, the phenomenon has already been giv-
en the name Powehi, which denoles the “embellished
dark source of unending creation” of the vacuum.
Chris tragically took his own life in May 2017, at the
age ol 52.

for ‘Glass’ role

arah Paulson found it difficult to prepare

S actress plays Dr. Ellie Staple, a psychia-
trist specialising in delusions of

movie - which is a sequel to ‘Unbreakable’ and
‘Split’ - struggled to find someone she could study
Betty Buckley, who plays Dr. Karen Fletcher in
‘Split’. When asked how she prepared for her role
don't really think there is a... I mean, when [ was
talking to Night about it, and when I was working
one | could... the person I wanted to talk to the
mosl was Belly Buckley, actually, because of her
atrist baton from her to this movie, but there aren’t
a lot of therapists and people in the field whose
heroes. So there wasn'l a Lon of research Lo dig into
in that regard.” The ‘American Horror Story’ star
alter-ego she immersed herself in the “M Night
Shyamalan universe” and admitted she was already
“What I did was try Lo gel mysell as well versed in
the M Night Shyamalan universe, if I could, which
to watch. “And of course, with this movie, there are
two movies to watch that directly pertained and
multiple times, but the truth is, [ had seen both of
those movies in the theatre, including ‘Unbreakable’

to prepare

for her role in ‘Glass’. The 44-year-old
grandeur, in the M. Night Shyamalan superhero
to research her role so wanted to take advice from
in an interview with Comingsoon.nel, she said: “I
on the script, I was like, I wonder if there's some-
experience on ‘Split’. “And I was taking the psychi-
specialty are people who believe they're super-
went on to explain that in order to prepare for her
a “big fan” of the director’s work. She conlinued:
is very easy to do, because there are many movies
informed this movie. “So [ watched those movies
when it came oul all those years ago.”

Russo brothe

Boyle to reunite
with Welsh on

McGee biopic

anny Boyle is set to reunite with Irvine Welsh

on a biopic about Alan McGee. The 62-year-

old director - who helmed the 1996 cult clas-

sic “Trainspotting’, which was based on the
writer’s novel - will work with the author to bring the
Crealion Records boss’ story Lo life on the big screen,
serving as executive producer on the project. Irvine, 60,
has wrilten the screenplay based on Alan’s book “The
Creation Records Story: Riots, Raves and Running a
Label” with his partner Dean Cavanagh, while Nick
Moran is on board to direct. The movie will tell the story
of the record label owner as he signs the likes of Oasis,
Primal Scream, My Bloody Valentine and Teenage
Fanclub. “Trainspotting” star Ewen Bremner - who por-
trayed Spud - will play McGee. The cast will also include
Jason Flemyng - who starred alongside Nick in the hit
1998 Guy Rilchie crime thriller ‘Lock, Stock and Two
Smoking Barrels’ - Rupert Everett and Suki Waterhouse.
However, il’s not vel clear who will portray the iconic
musicians, including Oasis brothers Liam and Noel
Gallagher or Primal Scream’s Bobby Gillespie. In a state-
ment, the ‘Filth” author admitted he couldn’t be happier to
be wriling the movie. He said: “I've been lucky to work
with both Danny and Nick over the vears and to have the
two of them together on this project, along with Ewen,
feels like a lottery win.” And Nick added: “Working as a
team with Danny on this film is a dream... The last lime
him and Irvine worked together they changed the world
of cinema. Who wouldn't be excited to be part of that
team!” McGee is best known for co-founding and run-
ning the independent Creation Records label from 1983
to 1999. However financial problems led to him selling his
company and personal problems led to addiction strug-
gles. Shooting will begin in London next month.

'S ask fans Not

to spoil Avengers: Endgame

nthony and Joe Russo have urged fans not lo
A spoil the ending of ‘Avengers: Endgame’. The

acclaimed directing duo - who helmed

‘Avengers: Infinity War’ -penned a lelter Lo
audiences asking them nol Lo reveal any delails of the
highly-anticipated film to others ahead of its release in
theatres on April 26. The filmmakers posted the letter on

L1
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i Hil

Disney’s olfficial Instagram account and began the emo-
tional message by insisting that Marvel has the “greatest
fans in the world” who have “invested so deeply” in the
Marvel Cinematic Universe and its characters. The pair
said: “To the greatest fans in the world. This is it. This is
the end. The end of an unprecedented narrative mosaic
spanning eleven vears and eleven franchises. “For all of
you who have been on this journey with us since the very
beginning, sharing every high and low with your [amily,
vour friends, your classmates, your co-workers.
“Investing so deeply in every character and storyline.
Laughing. Cheering. Shedding lears. Giving so freely of
your thoughts and emotions in spirited dialogue, theories,
fan art and [an fiction.” The letter went on to explain that
the directors have “worked tirelessly” to come up with a
surprising end to phase three of the MCU and requested
thal as so many fans have given their * lime, hearts, and
souls” to the franchise, “please don't spoil it for others”.
They continued: “Please know that the two of us, along
with everyone involved in ‘Endgame’, have worked Lire-
lessly for the last three years with the sole intention of
delivering a surprising and emotionally powerful conclu-
sion to the Infinity Saga. “Because so many of you have
invested vour lime, your hearts, and your souls into these
stories, we're once again asking for your help. “When
you see Endgame in the coming weeks, please don't spoil
it for others, the same way you wouldn’t want it spoiled
for you.”

French Montana
teases Kanye West's
spiritual direction

rench Montana says Kanye Wesl's new music
is inspired by his spiritual connection to the
church. The ‘Unforgettable’ rapper has teased
fans can expect something “so crazy” and
“outside the box” from the ‘Famous’ hitmaker’s next set of
songs and revealed how running his popular Sunday
church service in Los Angeles has influenced his “new
direction”. Speaking to Zane Lowe on his Apple Beats 1
radio show, Irench teased: “He’s working on something
that’s so crazy. I think he’s working on something bigger
than music. “When I went to go see him, he showed me
something that was so crazy. But, that's what makes peo-
ple like him stand out, because he always thinks outside
the box-really outside the box. Shout out to Kanye.” The
34-vear-old slar - who used Lo dale Kanye's sister-in-
law Khloe Kardashian - says that the ‘FourFiveSeconds’
hitmaker wants to “change the world” with his art. He
continued: “I just see that [West is] trying to do some-
thing thal’s going to change the world. “Whether it’s
something to help the people, or something like ... I feel
like he’s going Lo touch something thal’s going to change
everybody’s life.” And commenting on his new direction,
Irench added: “The whole time I'm with him, he’s telling
me about the church and he’s telling me about what his
direction with the music is going. “The whole lime he’s
like, ‘I'm thinking about doing this. All right? You know.
I'm in that spirit. You know?” “So I play him a couple
records. “I played a record called “Wiggle It” When the
record stopped, he said, “What you doing with that
record?’ I said, ‘My God. I thought you was going
lowards Jesus.” This is across the street right here.”
Kanye’s next project is ‘Yandhi’, which looks set to fea-
ture a collaboration with Nicki Minaj. In a recent episode
of ‘Keeping Up With The Kardashians’, Kanye suggested
the collaboration during a studio session with his pro-
ducer. He said: “What do you all think about Nicki on
‘New Body’?” When his producer replied to say he
thinks it would be “dope”, Kanye replied: “Yeah, OK.
Send it to her then ... Wail a second. Kim, you want lo

F

Lawrence’s
DIg screen return
announced

ennifer Lawrence will make her big screen
J comeback in a drama helmed by acclaimed

theater director Lila Neugebauer. The ‘moth-

erl” actress decided to take a career break in
2017, but Deadline reports that she is gearing up for her
return with a starring role in the as-yet-untitled debut
feature length from Neugebauer. The script has also been
penned by first-time screenwriter Elizabeth Sanders.
Scott Rudin and Eli Bush are producing alongside
Lawrence herself, who is teaming up with her Excellent
Cadaver partner Justine Polsky on the forthcoming flick.
The studio behind movies such as ‘Lady Bird’” and ‘Ex
Machina’, A24, are laking the charge. Litlle else is known,
other than work is due to begin in June in New Orleans.
Although the Oscar-winner hasn't set fool on a film set of
late, she will be seen reprising the role of Mystique in *X-
Men: Dark Phoenix’, which hits cinemas this vear.
Announcing her hiatus two years ago, the ‘Red Sparrow’
slar said: “I'm laking [a break]. I don’t have anything sel
for two years.” And asked what she’ll do with her time off,
she quipped: “Start making pots.” However, the 28-year-
old star said she won't be stepping away from the spot-
light completely because she has a number of movies set
for release which she’ll have to promote. She quipped:
“I'll see you in six months.” During her vear-long break,
Jennifer got engaged to art gallery director Cooke
Maroney. — Bang Showbiz

send it Lo her? She asked you.” His wife Kim Kardashian
West then added: “She did ask me, ‘Can Kanye send me
new music?”” The reality star then promptly got Nicki on
FaceTime and the rapper told her the collaboration was
“gonna be fire”. Taking to Twitter following the episode
being aired, Kim wrote: “Nicki really is the goat!
@NICKIMINAJ We FaceTimed her and within an hour
she had written the song and it’s soooo [hot].” It is
believed the track will also feature Ty Dolla $ign. Nicki
isn’L the only [emale collaborator Kanye is looking Lo [ea-
ture on his new album, as he has also reportedly set his
sights on Dua Lipa. A source said recently: “Kanye is
super impressed with Dua’s voice and he knows she’s
really hot property in the industry right now. He met her
at the church service he holds in LA every Sunday and is
now keen to get her on board. She’s already teamed up
with Calvin Harris and he saw how well thal song did
commercially. “He’s gol a few songs he thinks Dua would
be perfect for and is really eager to get her on his next
album Yandhi.”

Watts in talks to
direct B. Jordan
INn Methuselah

on Walls is in talks to direct Michael B. Jordan

in ‘Methuselah’. The 37-year-old filmmaker

has entered negoliations with Warner Bros. Lo

“re-develop” and helm the film based on the
Biblical story ol Methuselah - the Man of the Javelin -
who lives to be hundreds of years old without showing
the physical signs of ageing, according to Deadline. The
‘Creed’ star will produce through his Outlier Society pro-
duction company along with Heyday’s David Heyman and
Jeffrey Clifford. The movie has been pitched as an “ele-
vated genre” and will focus on the skills accumulated by
the lead character throughout his existence and will be
penned by Arash Amel and Zach Dean. The project has
been in development by Warner for years and in 2017 it
was reported that director Jerry Bruckheimer would helm
the project with Tom Cruise as the lead, while Will Smith
has also previously been attached to the project. Jon is
best known for his work on Marvel’s ‘Spider-Man:
Homecoming’- which has Tom Holland playing the central
role of Peter Parker - and is currently in post-production
on its sequel ‘Spider-Man: Far from Home'. ‘Spider-Man:
Homecoming” carned $880.2 million internationally at the
box office worldwide and also stars the likes of Michael
Keaton, Zendaya and Robert Downey Jr. Jon previously
hinted that the highly anticipated sequel could feature
the superhero’s ‘spider-sense’. The director said: “The
idea was, again, just you want to make this movie be less
aboul things you've already seen before, and you've defi-
nitely already seen a spider sense sequence done
extremely well in Marc Webb’s and Sam Raimi’s movies.
“It could be something that develops over time or we can
do it in a dilferent way. IU's something that seemed like
maybe there’s a cool thing to do with that eventually, but
let’s not crowd this movie with something we've already
seen before.”



Huwait=L= Cimes

Established 1961

21

Lifestyle|Feature

Local resident Tsukimi Ayano (center) posing with life-size dolls displayed at an elementary
school, which closed seven years ago as there was no one left to teach, in the tiny village of

Nagoro in western Japan. — AFP photos

Local resident Tsukimi Ayano making the head of a life-size doll at her house in the tiny vil-
lage of Nagoro in western Japan.

Life-size dolls depicting a family sitting in front of a house in the tiny village of Nagoro in
western Japan.

Local resident Tsukimi Ayano walking in front of an abandoned grocery shop decorated with
life-size dolls in the tiny village of Nagoro in western Japan.

Life-size dolls looking on from a bus stop in the tiny village of Nagoro in western Japan.

A life-size doll depicting a teacher at an elementary school, which closed seven years ago as
there was no one left to teach, in the tiny village of Nagoro in western Japan.

Nagoro in western Japan.
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Life-size dolls sitting by a roadside in the tiny village of

Valley of the dolls: Scarecrows
outnumber people in Japan wllage

weslern Japan the wind howls down a deserted street

with not a living soul to be seen. Bul yel the street
appears busy, dotted with life-sized dolls that outnumber
humans 10 to one, the product of a one-woman bid to
counter the empliness and loneliness fell in Nagoro, like
many Japanese villages decimated by depopulation.
Nagoro, around 550 kilomelers (400 miles) southwest of
Tokyo, has become known as the valley of dolls after local
resident Tsukimi Avano began placing scarecrows on the
street to inject some life into her depopulated village.

“Only 27 people live in this village but the number of
scarecrows is lenfold, like 270,” the 69-year-old doll mak-
er told AFP in an interview at her home. It all started 16
years ago when the dexterous Ayano created a scarecrow
dressed in her father’s clothes to prevent birds eating the
seeds she had planted in her garden. “A worker who saw it
in the garden thought it really was my [ather... he said hello
bul it was a scarecrow. IL was [unny,” recalled Ayano.

Since then, Ayano has not stopped creating the life-size
dolls, made with wooden sticks, newspapers to fill the
body, elastic fabrics [or skin and knilling wool for hair. The
skillful craftswoman needs only three days lo make an
adult-sized doll that are now scattered all around the vil-
lage. The secret to breathing life into the dolls? Applying
pink color to the lips and checks with a make-up brush,
revealed Ayano.

At the local school, she has placed 12 colorful child-
sized dolls at desks, positioned as if part of a lively class
poring over their books. The school closed seven years
ago as Lhere was no one lefl Lo leach, she recalled sadly.
“Now there are no children. The youngest person here is
55 years old.”

Down the streel, a “family” of scarecrows lounges in
front of an abandoned grocery shop while a doll dressed
as an old farmer window-shops next door. Near the bus
stop, a group of scarecrows gathers as another “father”
doll pulls a cart full of “children.”

In the tiny village of Nagoro, deep in the mountains of

‘It’s lonely now’

While never humming with people, Ayano remembers
as a child that Nagoro was once a well-to-do place with
some 300 residents and laborers supported by the
forestry industry and dam construction work. “People
gradually left... IUs lonely now,” she said. “I made more
dolls as I remembered the time when the village was live-
ly.” Nagoro’s plight is replicated all around Japan, as the
world’s third-largest economy battles a declining popula-
tion, low birth rate and high life expectancy.

The country is on the verge of becoming the first
“ultra-aged” country in the world, meaning that 28 per-
cent of people are aged 65 or above. The latest govern-
ment report shows that 27.7 percent of a population of 127
million-one in four people-are aged 65 or older and the
figure is expected to jump to 37.7 percent in 2050.
According to experts, around 40 percent of Japan’s 1,700
municipalities are defined as “depopulated.”

‘Extremely difficult’

After World War 11, when forestry and agriculture were
the main economic drivers, many Japanese lived in rural
villages like Nagoro. But young people started to leave for
Tokyo in the 1960s, said Takumi Fujinami, economist at the
Japan Research Institute. “The economy was booming in
Tokyo and industrial areas at that time. They were the only
places people could earn money, so a lot of young people
moved there,” he said. Prime Minister Shinzo Abe has
pledged to revive regions outside Tokyo by pumping in
tens of billions of yen, but this is not enough to stop young
people from leaving their hometowns to work in Tokyo,
Fujinami said.

“In order to combat depopulation, we need people
moving in to depopulated areas. But recovering the popu-

A life-size doll displayed at a bus stop in the tiny village of
Nagoro in western Japan.

lation is extremely difficult,” he said. “Instead, it's impor-
tant to increase income or improve working conditions for
young people in rural arcas.” For example, companies in
rural areas lend Lo have [ewer holidays than those in
Tokyo, he said. “We need to create communities where
young people can make a long-term living ,” Fujinami said,
adding that subsidizing them to move in is not enough.

While there is little evidence of cilizens relurning Lo
Nagoro, Ayano’s dolls have attracted flesh-and-blood
people from as far afield as the US and France. “Before 1
started making scarecrows, nobody stopped by. Now
many people visit here,” she said. “I hope Nagoro will
become lively again and many people come here for sight-
seeing.” “I don’t know what Nagoro will look like in 10 or
20 years... but I'll keep on making dolls.”—AFP

P, 25

Local resident Tsukimi
Ayano checking on a life-
size doll displayed at an ele-
mentary school.

Local resident Tsukimi Ayano posing with life-size dolls in her workshop at the tiny village of

Nagoro in western Japan.

Nagoro in western Japan.

A life-size doll displayed at a house in the tiny village of
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has again dropped a record with no warning: a

live album to go with an upcoming Nelflix docu-
mentary on her performance at Coachella last year. The
album entitled “Homecoming,” just like the film, was
released in the early hours of yeslerday across all major
streaming platforms, including Apple Music, Spotify
and Google Play. It breaks that more than two-hour

For its health and yours,
keep the cat indoors

A
‘ .~

A

In this file photo a cat is pictured in a
photo studio in Paris, on international
Cat Day. — AFP

t least one running argument
Aamong cal lovers is now over:

Whiskers, Lucy and Tigger are
definitely belter off staying indoors, sci-
entists reported yesterday. Pel cats
allowed outdoors, in facl, are nearly three
limes as likely to become infected with
pathogens or parasites than those con-
fined to quarters, they reported in the
Royal Society journal Biology Letters.
Two-legged house-mates should also take
nole because cats-a.k.a. Felis catus-can
transmil some of those diseases lo
humans, the authors said.

Intriguingly, the farther domesticated
felines are from the equator, the more
likely they are to be afflicted by some
kind of bug or virus, il they spend lime
outdoors. “Each degree in absolute lati-
lude increased infection likelihood by
four percent,” said lead author Kayleigh
Chalkowski, a researcher at the School
of Forestry and Wildlife Sciences al
Auburn Universily in Alabama. “You
think of tropical regions as just having
more wildlife, more parasiles,” she told
AFP. “But it turned out that latitude had
the opposite effect.”

To settle the indoor-vs-ouldoor
question once and for all, Chalkowski
and colleagues combed through nearly
Lwo dozen earlier studies in which the
prevalence of one or more diseases was
compared across interior and exterior

drops another surprise aloum

choncc, the queen of surprise and so much else,

headline the festival.

performance-she actually took to the stage twice last
year al the Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival-
into 40 tracks. Beyonce was the first black woman to

Her sel paid tribute to the musical heritage of histor-
ically black American colleges and she was backed up
by dozens ol dancers and a marching band. Beyonce
first dropped an album without warning in 2013: the

‘Keep your cat indoors’

“This is the first time outdoor access as
a risk factor for infection in cals has been
quantified across a wide range of geo-
graphic locales and types of pathogens,”
Chalkowski said. The effects were consis-
Lent for almost all of the diseases, includ-
ing feline roundworm and the single-cell
parasite that causes toxoplasmosis, both
of which can affect humans. This held true
regardless of how they were transmitted-
whether from soil, other cats, or prey such
as mice and birds.

“Basically, no maller where you are in
the world, keeping vour cat indoors is a
greal way Lo keep them healthy from
infectious diseases,” Chalkowski said by
way of summary. This is especially good
advice, she added, “considering thal many
of the pathogens cals carry can actually
be spread to humans”. Other domesticat-
ed animals transmit disease to their care-
takers-dogs, for examples, spread rabies,
and cattle carry Cryplosporidium parvum,
a parasitic disease that attacks the intes-
tinal tract.

Wild cats were likely first drawn Lo
human communities in search of rodents,
and were domesticated some 5,000 vyears
ago. In ancient Egypt, they were associal-
ed with gods and prominently featured in
hieroglyphics. There are some 90 million
pet cats in the United States, and an esti-
mated 500 million worldwide. —AFP

Bangladesh starlet
apologizes after
‘atheist’ comments

Bangladeshi actress has been forced Lo apol-
Aogize alter remarks construed as admilling

atheism in a country where people have been
murdered [or renouncing religion. Safa Kabir, an
actress and model who has appeared in top
Bangladeshi television dramas, told a private radio
station this week she did not believe in the afterlife.
“I don't believe in life after death. Actually, I never
believe in what I can’t see,” she said, in comments
that some took as a rejection of Muslim beliefs in
heaven and hell. The remarks caused a storm on
social media, with footage of the interview going
viral, and Kabir faced a torrent of crilicism in the
conservative Muslim country. On Tuesday, the 24-
year-old then posted an apology on Facebook,
denying she is an atheisL.

“If I commilled any mistake, I seek forgiveness
from the most merciful. He is the most merciful and
forgiving. He will definitely forgive me,” she wrote.
“If my words hurt any one’s belief, I am sorry for this
and I ask for forgiveness,” she added in a post that
quickly accumulated over 60,000 comments.
Atheism is largely taboo in Bangladesh, where near-
ly a dozen atheist activists have been brutally
attacked and killed by suspected Islamist extremists
in recenl years. Many leading atheists have fled the
counlry and are living in exile in the West. — AP

environments. All told, the new study
looked at 19 different cat pathogens in
more than a dozen countries, including
Spain, Canada, Australia, Switzerland,
Germany, Pakistan, Brazil, the
Netherlands and St. Kitls.

Safa Kabir

. i

French artisans gear up
{0 restore Notre-Dame

sans specialized in traditional stone and

woodwork techniques, France’s ambitious
goal of restoring the fire-ravaged Notre-Dame
cathedral within five years may be within reach,
experts say. But officials in the sector add they
will probably need to hire hundreds of new
apprenlices Lo carry on the intricate and often
arduous work, much of which can't be replicated
by modern technology. “IU’s a niche market. There
aren’t that many projects but there aren’t that
many of us either,” said Benoit Dulion, who heads
a firm in the central Yonne department that
restores timber roof frames.

For decades the French state has spent heavily
on the exacling upkeep of ils cultural treasures,
ensuring the preservation of artistic and archi-
tectural know-how dating back to the Middle
Ages. Maintaining the country’s 40,000 regis-
tered monuments is elfectively a [ull-time job,
with schools passing on time-honed techniques
Lo successive generalions. Bul before a hammer
or chisel gets anywhere near a registered monu-
ment like Notre-Dame, France’s culture ministry
dispatches an architect with demonstrated
expertise in antique and often fragile artwork.
Only 40 of the nearly 30,000 architects in France
have currently passed the ministry’s muster for
such work.

Thanks to a small vet enduring corps of arti-

‘Lack of young people’

Once the architect has signed off on a project,
the government seeks bids from companies
accustomed o the painstaking work. A few are
subsidiaries of France’s major conslruction firms
like Vinci, whose SOCRA unit is restoring 16
copper statues lifted off the roof of Notre-Dame
just days before Monday’s fire. Most however are
small firms, including the roughly 200 in the GMH
associalion of monument resloralion companies.

“A lol of them are family alfairs,” said Dulion,
who is also the GMH representative in Burgundy.
His firm of 18 workers was founded in the late
1940s by his grandfather “who did a bit of every-
thing with wood,” before his son began [ocusing
on historical monuments in the 1980s.

“The industry [ramework exists through the
GMH,” said Gael Hamon, founder of Art
Graphique & Patrimoine. His company has made
ultra-precise digital 3-D models of some 30
cathedrals. Notre-Dame is not among them-but
fortunately modeling of the Paris cathedral was
done by a Vassar College in the US, led by a
francophile American art professor Andrew
Tallon who died in November. “Between us and
the different arlisans like woodworkers, roofers
stonemasons and architects, we can restore
whal’s necessary,” Hamon said.

But to meet the five-year goal sel by
President Emmanuel Macron, firms may have to

The Cathedrale Notre-Dame de Reims is lighten
with a message reading in French ‘Reims watches
over Notre-Dame’ a day after the fire that ripped
through Notre-Dame cathedral in Paris. — AFP

move [ast Lo find enough hands for all the work.

“As soon as September we'll have to recruit
100 masons, 150 woodworkers and 200 roofers,”
said Jean-Claude Bellanger, secrelary general of
Irance’s storied Compagnons du Devoir artisan
mentoring network. His guild, which dates back
to the Middle Ages, usually takes on a total of
2,000 apprentices cach year. “The problem is
that these manual crafts are undervalued and
don't attract many people,” he said. “We have the
firms and the expertise, but there’s a serious lack
of young people for this work.”

‘Never get rich’

GMH officials said this week that despite the
handful of high-profile projects like Notre-Dame,
mosl arlisans make only a modest living off
restoration work. The French monuments market
represents around 600 million euros ($680 mil-
lion) of revenue a year, a small fraction of the
country’s 135-billion-euro construction industry.
“I'm nol going lo whine, bul as a colleague told
me, ‘We're never going o get rich with historical
monuments’,” Dulion said. “And that’s true.”

Many learned their cralt out of a love for arl
and time-honored techniques, and the prestige
that comes from helping to preserve a cultural
treasure. “We need these jobs to have the recog-
nilion ol excellence they had in the 13th century,
when they built the cathedral,” Bellanger said. He
fears that il France mobilizes all ils resources for
Notre-Dame, “it will come at the expense of oth-
er projects”. And rushing to meet the five-year
goal for finishing the work carries its own risks.
“IU's going Lo lake lime,” said Hamon, of the digi-
tal modeling firm. “With a restoration, it needs to
last for at least 50 to 100 years. You can't rush
things.” — AFP

record “Beyonce” suddenly appeared in the iTunes
music store with no advance notice. And she has
repeated the tactic since then with albums like
“Lemonade” and “Everything is Love.”— AFP

In this file photo actress and producer Beyonce Knowles
arrives for the Los Angeles premiere of ‘Cadillac Records’ in

——T

Hollywood, California. — AFP

‘Unpatriotic’
Afghan war film
angers Russian
veterans

ussian veterans want to ban a film
Rabout Soviet troops in Afghanistan

they say is “unpatriotic,” while the
director insists it is an honest account of a
disastrous conlflict. “Brotherhood” is dis-
tributed by the local arm of Wall Disney
and is sharply different in tone from recent
patriotic war blockbusters. Shot by
renowned Russian director Pavel Lungin, it
shows Soviel soldiers gelling drunk and
looting during the chaotic final months of
the Soviel-Afghan war.

The conflict with the Mujahideen lasted
from 1979 to 1989 and led to the deaths of
more than 14,000 Soviet soldiers. The
movie’s release dale was sel for May 9, a
public holiday when Russia celebrates vic-
Lory over the Nazis in World War II with a
massive military parade on Red Square.
But this is now uncertain after protests
from veterans and relatives of those killed
in the war, who say the film insults those
who fought.

The movie is a “classic example of mud-
slinging Russophobia,” wrote Boris
Gromov, the former commander of the
main Soviet contingent in Afghanistan, in a
letter to the culture ministry, which con-
trols cinema releases. “Brotherhood”
depicts Soviel troops as “a rabble of
degenerales, thieves, swindlers, murderers
and scoundrels,” complained Gromov, the
head of an associalion of more than
10,000 velerans, who is demanding the
ministry deny permission for the film’s
release. Another former combatlant, Igor
Morozov, now the head of the Russian
upper house of parliament’s culture com-
mission, lold AFP that Lungin “has made an
unpatriotic film that deters young people
from serving in the army.” The film “shows
our troops looting caravans, fighting and
drinking on every street corner,” he com-
plained, saying it “sullies the memory of
Soviet dead” and “damages the country’s
image.” The war ended with Moscow’s
humiliating withdrawal from the country
and was denounced even by Soviet leader-
ship al the lime as a foreign policy blunder.

Wounds of Afghanistan, Chechnya
Russia’s culture officials have massively
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stepped up efforts to fund and promote
cinema that positively depicts Soviet histo-
ry including World War II.  Other recent
state-funded pictures have highlighted
sporting triumphs and the space race, and
have put a positive spin on the annexation
of Crimea. Last year the cullure ministry
banned British director Armando
lannucci’s black comedy “The Death of
Stalin”.

And this year the director of a Russian
comedy set during the World War II Siege
of Leningrad opted to release his film
online rather than apply for a cinematic
release, after il prompted outrage from
lawmakers. “Brotherhood” director Lungin
told AFP that he was “shocked by this new
type of censorship from below”-led by
influential veleran groups rather than cul-
Lure ministry officials.

In this file photo Russian film director Pavel
Lungin poses for a picture during the 40th
edition of the Cairo International Film
Festival (CIFF) at the Cairo Opera House in
the Egyptian capital. — AFP

“I wanted to make an honest film for
voung people so that they could identily
with those guys who were lost in the mid-
dle of the war,” he said. Lungin stressed
the fact that the idea for the film came from
a former directlor of Russia’s securily serv-
ice, Nikolai Kovalyov, who was involved in
episodes of the conflict.

Shortly before his death aged 70 this
month, Kovalyov “congratulated me on
the result and gave his blessing to the
film,” said Lungin. “We have to stop glori-
fying our history and start talking about
the wounds left by the wars in
Afghanistan and Chechnya.” The contro-
versy over the film comes shortly after the
30th anniversary of the Soviel withdrawal
in March. Some former combalants have
attempted to recast the painful historic
episode as having been justified by the
interests of national security. — AFP

In this file photo The Walt Disney Company Chairman and CEO Robert Iger delivers remarks
during an event introducing Disney’s new ‘Magic of Healthy Living’ program at the Newseum

in Washington, DC. — AFP

Disney donates $5 million
to restore Notre-Dame

isney will donate $5 million for the
reconslruction of Notre-Dame, the

company announced yesterday,
calling the French cathedral an “irreplace-
able masterpiece.” “Nolre-Dame is a bea-
con of hope and beauty that has defined
the heart of Paris and the soul of France for
centuries, inspiring awe and reverence for
its art and architecture and for its enduring
place in human history,” said Disney Chief
Executive Bob Iger in a statement. “The
Walt Disney Company stands with our
friends and neighbors in the community,
offering our heartfelt support as well as a
$5 million donation for the restoration of
this irreplaceable masterpiece.”

Disney’s connection to the storied
cathedral includes its 1996 animated hit
“The Hunchback of Notre Dame,” based
on the Victor Hugo novel. The company
also manages Disneyland Paris, a 5,510-
acre theme park about 20 miles (32 kilo-
meters) cast of the French capital. The
Disney donalion is among the first major
contributions from a US entity following

Monday’s blaze, which gutted the greal
Paris landmark, destroying the roof, caus-
ing the steeple to collapse and leaving
Irance reeling with shock.

Apple Chief Executive Tim Cook
announced the tech giant would give an
unspecified amount, while Henry Kravis,
co-founder of investment fund KKR and
his wife Marie-JosEe Kravis, said they
would give $10 million to the project. The
Universily ol Notre Dame in Indiana has
also promised $100,000. Billionaire
Bernard Arnault and his LVMH luxury con-
glomerate, Tolal oil company and cosmet-
ics giant L'Oreal also each pledged 100
million euros ($113 million).

However, the slew of announcements from
Irench giants raised eyebrows in France, with
some politicians on the left arguing that the
ultra-rich could best help protect the coun-
try’s cultural heritage by fully paying their
taxes-or helping the “human cathedral” of
people in need. — AFP
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Houthi rebels claim Trump
veto proves US behind war

SANAA: Yemen’s Houthi rebels yesterday slammed US
President Donald Trump’s veto of a Congress resolution
directing him to end support for the Saudi-led war in
Yemen as proof Washington was behind the conflict. The
resolution had aimed to end US backing for a war that
Democratic House speaker Nancy Pelosi labeled “a hor-
rific humanitarian crisis”, but Trump vetoed it, citing the
securily of Americans in the region.

Houthi spokesman Mohammed Abdelsalam tweeted
that Trump’s veto Tuesday “proves that the United States
is not only involved in the war on Yemen but also was
behind the decision Lo go Lo war”. “Others [ollowed that
decision and execute the wishes and ambitions of the
United States,” Abdelsalam added, referring to Saudi
Arabia and its allies. Abdelsalam, who heads a rebel del-
egation involved in ongoing UN-led peace talks, held the
US responsible for “massacres, crimes and the unjust
siege of Yemen”.

The US Congress’ resolution on Yemen had taken the
historic step of seeking to curtail a president’s war-
making powers, a step Trump condemned. Trump said
US support for the war between the Saudi-backed
Yemeni government and Houthi rebels, who control the
capital Sanaa, was necessary Lo “protect the safety of
the more than 80,000 Americans who reside in certain
coalition countries”.

These countries “have been subject to Houthi attacks
from Yemen,” he said, referring to drone and missile
strikes Saudi Arabia’s air force either claimed were inter-
cepled or denied altogether. In March, Trump also over-
rode a congressional resolution that aimed Lo reverse the
border emergency he had declared in order to secure
more funding for his proposed wall between the United
States and Mexico.

The congressional resolution was a clear bipartisan
rebuke to Trump, whose ties to Saudi Arabia have

remained strong even following the murder of Saudi
journalist Jamal Khashoggi, a Washington Post columnist
and critic of powerful Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman. Khashoggi was killed inside Saudi Arabia’s con-
sulate in Istanbul. His murder sparked international con-
demnation of Saudi Arabia and thrust the Yemen war into
the global spotlight. Several countries have since sus-
pended arms sales to Riyadh over its role in the conflict.
Democrats argue that US involvement in the Yemen
conflict, which includes intelligence-sharing, logistical
support and now-discontinued aerial refuelling, is
unconslitutional withoul congressional authorily.
Washington’s involvement in Yemen long predates
Trump. The Saudi-led coalition launched its first raids on
rebel strongholds on March 26, 2015 in a bid to bolster
President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi, who now lives in
Rivadh. The US, which supported the coalition attacks,
has also conducted drone strikes on suspected Al-Qaeda

Largels in Yemen for over a decade.

While Saudi Arabia did not immediately react to the
Trump veto, Saudi ally the UAE - which has US-trained
bools on the ground in southern Yemen - hailed the
move as a strategic “positive signal”. The UAE minister of
state [or foreign affairs, Anwar Gargash, lauded Trump’s
statement as an “assertion of support to the Arab
Coalition in Yemen is a positive signal of US resolve
towards America’s allies”. “President Trump’s important
decision is both timely & strategic,” tweeted Gargash.

Some 10,000 people have been killed in Yemen dur-
ing the past four vears, according to the World Health
Organization, although human rights groups say the toll
could be five times higher. The country stands at the
brink of famine. Both the Saudi-led alliance and the
Houthis have been accused of acts that could amount to
war crimes, while the coalition has been blacklisted by
the United Nations. — AFP

Scientists revive
brain function
in dead pigs

PARIS: Scientists have managed Lo restore
cell [unction in the brains of pigs hours after
they died, in a breakthrough vesterday that
experts said threw into question the very
nolion of what makes animals - or even
humans - alive. Authors of the US-based
study said their research could one day be
used to help treat victims of heart attacks
and strokes and unravel the mysteries of
brain trauma.

In human and large mammal brains, cells
crucial for neural function begin lo degrade
as soon as blood supply is cut - a process
long considered to be irreversible. But the
findings of the trial, published in the journal
Nature, show that the brains of pigs can
have their blood flow and cell function
restored even hours after death. The team
from the NIH BRAIN initialive, a [ederally
funded US research program, used the
brains of 32 pigs that had been slaughtered
for food and discarded, without blood or
glucose flow, for four hours cach.

Then, using a tissue support system that
pumps a liquid designed to mimic blood
through organs, they rehydrated the brains
for a further six hours. Some brains received

the patented life-support solution and others
were given a control substance.

Flickers of life

The results were astonishing: the brains
that received the artificial blood had basic
cell function restored. Their blood vessel
structure was revived, and the team even
observed some localized processes - includ-
ing in synapses and immune responses -
flickering back Lo life. Those thal received
the control solution turned within hours to
what researchers described as “something a
bit like yoghurt”.

“I was tremendously surprised,” Nenad
Sestan, a researcher at Yale University and
lead study author told AFP. “We were sur-
prised how well the structure was preserved.
We found that cell death is reduced, which is
very exciting and promising. “The main con-
ceptual finding is this: Cell death in the brain
occurs across a longer time period than we
previously thought,” Sestan added.

The team stressed that they saw no
“higher level functional activity” such as
electric signalling associated with con-
sciousness in the revived brains. “That is a
clinical sign that the brain is alive, and we
never found it,” said Sestan. “This is nol a
living brain, it is a cellularly active brain.”
Had any such aclivily been delectled, the
leam said they would have had to deliver
anesthetic to the brains to null any pain -
despite them having been dead for hours.

“If some activity shows up that indicated
consciousness, we would have to stop the

experiment,” said Stephen Latham, from
Yale’s Centre of Bioethics. “This would be
unique: Inducing consciousness in an organ
that’s not connected to any living being.”

‘Not alive, not dead’

The findings suggest Lthal scienlisls may
have underappreciated the brain’s capacity
for self-restoration after a patient is
declared brain dead. But for experts invited
to comment on the study, it raised deeper
philosophical and ethical questions. Writing
in a linked editorial, Nita Farahany, a profes-
sor of law and philosophy at Duke
Universily, said thal the study “throws inlo
question long-standing assumptions over
what makes an animal - or a human - alive.”

She said researchers had inadvertently
created an ethical grey area where the pigs
used were “not alive, but not completely
dead”. Dominic Wilkinson, professor of
medical ethics at the Universily ol Oxford,
said that the study could have vital implica-
tions for future brain research. “This
research reminds us that ‘death’ is less an
event, and more of a process that occurs
over time,” he said. “Cells within the human
organism may be alive for some period of
time after the human person has died.”

Zvonimir Vrselja, also al Yale School of
Medicine’s Department of Neuroscience, said
the team planned to use their support system
on dead brains for longer periods of lime in
order to see how the cells react. “We could
potentially get some insight into how these
brains could be saved,” he said. — AFP

Elusive molecule detected in space

PARIS: In the beginning, more than 13
billion vears ago, the Universe was an
undifferentiated soup of three simple,
single-atom clements. Stars would not
form for another 100 million vears. Bul
within 100,000 years of the Big Bang,
the very first molecule emerged, an
improbable marriage of helium and
hydrogen known as a helium hydride ion,
or HeH+. “It was the beginning of chem-
istry,” said David Neufeld, a professor at
John Hopkins University and co-author
of a study published Wednesday detail-
ing how - aller a multi-decade search -
scientists finally detected the elusive
molecule in space.

“The formation of HeH+ was the first
step on a path of increasing complexity
in the Universe,” as momentous a shift as
the one from single-cell Lo multicellular
life on Earth, he told AFP. Theoretical
models had long since convinced astro-
physicists that HeH+ came first, followed
- in a precise order - by a parade ol oth-
er increasingly complex and heavy mole-
cules. HeH+ had also been studied in the
laboratory, as early as 1925.

But detected HeH+ in its natural habi-
tat had remained beyond their grasp.
“The lack of definitive evidence of its
very existence in interstellar space has
been a dilemma for astronomy for a long
time,” said lead author Rolf Gusten, a sci-

entist at the Max Planck Institute for
Radioastronomy in Bonn. Researchers
knew where to look. Already in the
1970s, models suggested that HeH+
should exist in significant quantities in
the glowing gases ¢jected by dying Sun-
like stars, which created conditions simi-
lar Lo those found in the early Universe.

The problem was that the electromag-
netic waves given off by the molecule
were in a range - far-infrared - cancelled
out by Earth’s atmosphere, and thus
undeleclable from the ground. So NASA
and the German Aerospace Center joined
forces to create an airborne observatory
with three main components: a massive
2.7-metre telescope, an infrared spec-
trometer, and a Boeing 747 - with a win-
dow-like square cut away from it fuse-
lage - big enough to carry them.

I'rom a cruising allitude of nearly
14,000 m, the Stratospheric Observatory
for Infrared Astronomy, or SOFIA, avoid-
ed 85 percent of the atmospheric “noise”
of ground-based telescopes. Data from a
series of three flights in May 2016 con-
tained the molecular evidence scientists
had long sought, interlaced in the plane-
tary nebula NGC 7027 some 3,000 light
years away. “The discovery of HeH+ is a
dramatic and beautiful demonstration of
Nature’s lendency to form molecules,”
said Neufeld. — AFP

Bashir moved
to prison as...

Continued from Page 1

Justice must be served,” said Amnesty’s Joan
Nyanyuki. Bashir's detention has failed to pacify pro-
Lesters, who launched anti-government demonstralions
in December and have for days been camped out in
front of Khartoum’s army headquarters. Scores of doc-
tors in white robes marched from Khartoum’s main hos-
pital towards the sit-in, carrying banners and chanting:
“Ireedom, peace, justice”. Journalists held a separate
rally, along with universily students and scores of
women from a Facebook group who call themselves
“the Information Network of the Revolution”.

The women - who include doctors, lawyers and
Leachers - are renowned [or moniloring securily agents
who target protesters and publishing their information
online in order to hold them to account. Sudan’s mili-
tary rulers have made some concessions, including the
sacking Tuesday of prosecutor general Omer Ahmed
Mohamed, but demonstrators fear their uprising could
be hijacked. “We faced lear gas, many of us were jailed.
We have been shol and many have died. All this
because we said what we wanted to,” Fadia Khalaf told

Hospital fees hiked
in bid to push...

Continued from Page 1

MP Abdulkareem Al-Kandari said he will grill HH the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah and
new MP Bader Al-Mulla said he plans to grill the
finance minister in early June.

On the employment of Kuwaitis, Minister of State for
Economic Affairs Mariam Al-Aqeel made a lengthy
presentation in the Assembly about the workforce, the
number of expatriates and the government policy on
the replacement of foreigners. She said that the number
of expatriate employees in the private sector reached
1.64 million, representing 96 percent of the workforce
al the end of last year, while Kuwaitis in the sector
number some 62,000 employees, representing only 4
percent. She said 72 percent of expals in the privale
sector do not have university degrees.

The minister also said that as many as 272,000
Kuwaitis are employed in the government, accounting
for 77 percent of the public sector workforce against
some 75,000 expatriates and 2,000 bedoons (stateless
people). The numbers do not include some 600,000
domestic helpers, all of them expatriates and a majority
of them Asian. The minister said that only 8,800
Kuwailis are registered for jobs and many of them have
been offered jobs in the government but rejected them,
some repeatedly.

AFP. Khalid Mohamed, a medic, said: “We got Bashir
oul, bul we still have to get rid of the regime”.

Officials say at least 65 people have been killed in
protest-related violence since December, with some of
those killed immortalized in a Khartoum mural. While
there have been scenes of celebration - with demon-
strators singing and waving their national flag - the
protest site has grown more tense amid concerns the
army will try lo clear the sit-in with force. “Now we
fear thal our revolution could be stolen, which is why
we are keeping our ground here. We are staying here
until our demands are met,” said Khalaf.

Earlier this week witnesses said several army vehi-
cles had surrounded the area and that troops were
removing the barricades which demonstrators had put
up as a securily measure. Yesterday, thousands of pro-
testers remained at the site, cheering each other on
despite looking fatigued. “I feel those people who are
doing the sit-in are like my sons and daughters. I have
sulfered under this regime,” said a woman serving lea
al a makeshift checkpoint set up by protesters.

On taking power the army said a military council
would run Sudan for two years, sparking a backlash
from protest leaders. Just a day later former defense
minister General Awad Ibn Ouf stepped down as coun-
cil chief, sparking jubilation on Khartoum’s streets. His
successor General Abdel Fattah Al-Burhan oversaw
weekend talks with political parties, which failed to
make headway. — AFP

She told the Assembly that tens of thousands of
Kuwaiti graduates are expected to enter the labor mar-
ket over the coming vears and said that there are
160,000 technical jobs available for Kuwaitis in the pri-
vate sector. Aqeel said some 10,000 new jobs are cre-
ated by the government every year, along with 3,000
jobs taken from expats. She said as many as 15,000
jobs could be replaced annually in the private sector.

During the debate, several MPs criticized the govern-
ment policy on employment, adding that the government
must create more jobs to employ all Kuwaitis entering
the job markel. Al the end of the debate, MPs agreed Lo
form a commillee Lo study the issue in the summer.

The Assembly also debaled the issue of inflated
accounts and suspected money laundering, in which at
least two MPs and several ex-lawmakers are suspects,
in addition to businessmen. MP Riyadh Al-Adasani said
that at least 30 suspects are under investigation by the
public prosecution after banks informed a specialized
unit at the finance ministry about several inflated bank
accounts and a number of suspicious lransaclions.

Finance Minister Nayel Al-Hajral said banks have
made 4,388 complaints to the ministry monetary inves-
ligation unil since 2015, and only 465 ol those were
sent to the public prosecution, adding that 277 files
were referred to the state security police. MPs passed
a recommendation calling on the government to appeal
against any decision by the public prosecution to
shelve the case. The Assembly did not discuss the issue
of bedoons, but Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem said the
issue must be fundamentally resolved, adding that deci-
sion-makers have a solution. The next session will be
held on April 30.

Stricken Jet
suspends all...

Continued from Page 1

The SBI-led consortium is looking for a buyer for Jet
and a deadline passed on Fiday for prospective bidders
Lo express an interesl in acquiring a 75 percent stake in
the carrier. The SBI is vel lo announce a shortlist of
prospective bidders but Indian media said four were in
the running including Etihad Airways, which already
owns a 24 percent stake.

“Jel Airways will now await the bid finalizalion
process by SBI and the consortium of Indian Lenders,”
the airline said, adding that it hoped to resume services
“as soon as possible”. A collapse of Jet, and the loss of
more than 20,000 jobs, would deal a blow to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s pro-business reputation as he
seeks a second lerm in ongoing nalional eleclions. Jel
CEO Vinay Dube paid tribute to staff in an email to
employees and said the airline “must be given another
chance” to fly.

But analysts said buyers would be reluctant to buy a

Peru ex-president
Garcia kills self...

Continued from Page 1

fleeing, the prosecutor’s office said. Peru’s President
Martin Vizcarra expressed his sympathy on his Twitter
accounl. “Dismayed by the death ol ex-president Alan
Garcia. [ send my condolences o his family and loved
ones,” Vizcarra wrote in a tweet.

Garcia, who was president from 1985-90 and again
from 2006-11, was suspecled of having taken bribes
from Brazilian construction giant Odebrecht in return
for large-scale public works contracts. In November, he
sought refuge in the Uruguayan Embassy after a court
ordered him not to leave the country for 18 months. He
applied for asylum but following 16 days in the embassy
he left when his request was denied.

Garcia, a social democral, claimed Lo be the largel
of political persecution, an accusalion denied by cen-
trist Vizcarra. On Tuesday, Garcia said he would nei-
ther try to flee nor hide again. In recent weeks, Garcia
insisted that “there is no statement, evidence or
deposit that links me to any crime and even less so
with the Odebrecht company or the execution of any
of its projects”. Although under investigation by the
public prosecutor’s office, Garcia had not been
charged with anything.

He was one of four Peruvian ex-presidents
embroiled in various corruption scandals - alongside
Pedro Pablo Kuczynski (2016-18), Ollanta Humala
(2011-16) and Alejandro Toledo (2001-06). Kuczynski,
who is accused of money laundering and was being

grounded airline that had lost most of its airport slots. “Is
someone willing Lo lake the risk Lo give this comalose
body an electric jolt? I don't see it happening. At best it
might come back in a smaller role,” said Devesh Agarwal,
editor of Bangalore Aviation.

Bad investments, compelition from several low-cost
carriers, high oil prices and a weak rupee have led to
JeUs current financial predicament, experts say.
Mismanagement has also plagued the airline. Analysts
trace the start of Jet's financial problems to its 2006 pur-
chase of Air Sahara for $500 million in cash. Founder
Naresh Goyal reportedly ignored the advice of associ-
ates who said the cost was too much. Goyal, 69, launched
Jet in 1993 after the Indian government passed a series
of reforms designed to make the economy more market-
driven.

The Mumbai-based carrier quickly gained a reputa-
tion for introducing new initiatives - Jet was the first
Indian airline to offer a frequent flyer program and in-
flight entertainment. But it began Lo lake a baltering from
new, well-run budgel airlines including IndiGo, GoAir
and SpiceJet, which were founded between 2005 and
2006. Alarm bells about Jet's financial predicament start-
ed to ring loudly in August when it failed to report its
quarterly earnings or pay slalf, including pilots. It later
reported a loss of $85 million. — AFP

held under a 10-day preliminary detention until April
20, was also Laken Lo hospilal yesterday sulfering from
high blood pressure. The 80-year-old was being treat-
ed in intensive care and had a cardiac catheter fitted,
lawmaker Gilbert Violeta said.

Toledo laces extradition from the United Slates,
having been charged with taking a $20 million
Odebrecht bribe. Odebrecht has admitted paying $29
million in bribes to Peruvian officials over three admin-
istrations. Some of those payments were allegedly
made during Garcia’s second lerm in office Lo secure a
contract to build the Lima metro. Peruvian press
reports also claim Garcia received a $100,000 pay-
ment [rom an illicit Odebrecht fund for giving a speech
to Brazilian business leaders in Sao Paulo in May 2012.

Prosecutors allege that Garcia and 21 other officials
conspired to enable Dutch company ATM Terminals to
win a 2011 concession o operate a terminal at the port
of Callao, near Lima. Another ex-president, Alberto
Fujimori (1990-2000), is serving a 25-year senlence for
crimes against humanity and corruption. His daughter,
opposition leader Keiko Fujimori, is being held in pre-
trial detention for up to three years, accused of accept-
ing $1.2 million in illicit party funding from Odebrecht
for her 2011 presidential campaign.

Garcia’s death shocked the Andean country that
had walched him become one of the world’s youngest
presidents when elected at 36 in 1985, a term that
was marked by a severe economic crisis and the rise
ol leftist rebel groups. He was elecled to another five-
year lerm in 2006 after remaking himsell as a [ree-
market proponent. Chilean President Sebastian Pinera
lamented Garcia’s death. “I interacted with him a lot,
nol just when we both were presidents, but before
and allerwards,” Pinera said on Twilter. “May God
Ltake his soul.” — Agencies



Huwait -5 Cimes

arafd it 25

25

Sports

Thursday, April 18, 2019

Host Yankees pummel Boston Red
Sox in season’s lirst meeting

Pederson homers again as Dodgers dump Reds

NEW YORK: James Paxton struck out 12 and pitched
cight dominant innings of two-hit ball to outpitch Chris
Sale, and the host New York Yankees rolled Lo an 8-0
victory over the Boston Red Sox on Tuesday night.
Paxton (2-2) delivered his best showing as a Yankee by
thriving in the first meeling between the rivals since the
Red Sox won Games 3 and 4 of the American League
Division Series last October. Clint Frazier, Mike
Tauchman and Gleyber Torres homered for the
Yankees, who scored their most runs in a home game
this season. Frazier hit a solo homer off Sale (0-4) to
start the fourth alter the Yankees built a 2-0 lead on
RBI singles by DJ LeMahieu and Luke Voit in the third.
Tauchman had an RBI double off Sale in the fourth and
then slugged a three-run homer off Erasmo Ramirez in
the sixth. After Tauchman’s first career homer, Torres
made it 8-0 by opening the seventh with his fourth
homer of the season.

PIRATES 5, TIGERS 3 (10 INNINGS)

Starling Marte hit a two-out, two-run homer in the
10th and Pittsburgh topped host Detroit. Marte’s homer
was his second this season and Jung Ho Kang also hil
his second homer, a two-run shot in the fourth. Pinch
hitter Jason Martin led off the 10th with a single.
Reliever Shane Greene retired the next two batters
before Marte jumped on a slider and launched it over
the left-center wall. Greene (0-1) hadn't allowed a run
this season before Marle’s long ball. Keone Kela (1-0)
picked up the win despite giving up a ninth-inning run.
Nick Kingham recorded his first save by gelting the last
three outs.

PHILLIES 14, METS 3

Scolt Kingery and J.T. Realmuto each had three hits
and five RBIs as host Philadelphia built a 10-run lead in
the first inning and cruised over New York as Mels
starter Steven Malz (1-1) faced the first eight ballers
without recording an out and was lifted for Drew
Gagnon. Kingery hit a three-run home run and set a
career high for RBIs. He entered the night with no RBIs
through 17 at-bats this year. Realmuto added a solo
homer, and Maikel Franco also had a three-run homer.
Phillies starter Nick Pivelta (2-1) tossed five innings and
gave up seven hits and three runs. Jerad Eickhoff
picked up a rare four-inning save, allowing no runs on
three hits.

ASTROS 9, ATHLETICS 1

George Springer hit the sixth pitch of the game for a
home run, Alex Bregman belted a grand slam, and Collin
McHugh threw six shutout innings, sending visiting
Houston past Oakland for a 10th straight win. Josh
Reddick also homered among three hits against his for-
mer team, helping the Astros win for the fourth straight
time on their eight-game trip. Houston made it 4-0
when Springer drew a bases-loaded walk with one out.
Marco Estrada (0-2) was pulled at that point, and
reliever Liam Hendriks struck out Jose Altuve to gel
within one out of escaping the jam. However, Bregman
followed with his second career grand slam, increasing
the Houston lead to 8-0.

DIAMONDBACKS 9, BRAVES 6

Christian Walker had three hits, including the go-
ahead homer in the ninth inning, to help visiting Arizona
beal Atlanta as Walker was 3-for-4 with two runs and
two RBIs. Walker, playing first base while Jake Lamb is
oul with a strained left calf, led off the ninth with a long,
majestic homer, his fifth. It came against Atlanta reliever
A.J. Minter (0-2) and put Arizona ahead to stay. Adam

Jones followed by doubling in two insurance runs
against Jacob Webb, who was making his major league
debut for the Braves. Yoshihisa Hirano (1-1), who
worked 1 1/3 scoreless innings, was the winner. Greg
Holland got the save, his third.

DODGERS 6, REDS 1

Joc Pederson homered for the third game in a row,
and Alex Verdugo drove in three runs as Los Angeles
conlinued Lo get back to its winning ways with a viclo-
ry over visiting Cincinnati. Pederson’s second-inning
home run came one night after he crushed the first
game-ending home run of his career in a viclory over
the Reds. The Dodgers extended their winning streak
to three games following a six-game losing streak. Joey
Vollo, in his second career game in the leadoll spot,
had an RBI double as the Reds lost for the third time in
their first four games of a nine-game trip that included
two “home” games in Monterrey, Mexico. Yasiel Puig
was 0-for-4 and Mall Kemp was 1-for-4 a day alter the
former Dodgers each had two hils.

CUBS 4, MARLINS 0

Jose Quintana pitched seven scoreless innings, and
Javier Baez blasted an opposite-field, 439-foot home
run as Chicago defealed host Miami as Quintana (2-1)
allowed six hits and no walks, striking out seven and
extending his scoreless streak to 14 innings. Against
Miami, Quintana threw first-pitch strikes to 21 of 27
batters. He relired nine straight hitters from the first to
the fourth innings, and he had an 8-6 groundball-to-
fly-out ratio. He also picked up 15 swing-and-miss
strikes. Baez, who is hilling .314, went 3-for-4, including
two singles and his fifth homer of the season. Miami
starter Pablo Lopez (1-3) lost his third straight start,
allowing five hits, one walk and Lwo runs in five innings.
He struck out six.

BLUE JAYS 6, TWINS 5

Teoscar Hernandez broke a tie with a two-out,
bases-loaded single in the seventh inning and then
combined to throw out the potential game-tying run for
the final oul of the game as Toronto held on in
Minneapolis. It was the second straight game in which
Hernandez had the game-winning hil for the Blue Jays,
as he belted a three-run home run in the eighth inning
on Monday night to rally Toronto to a 5-3 victory.
Aaron Sanchez (2-1) pitched six innings for the win,
allowing four runs on four hits and four walks while
striking out five. Ken Giles picked up his fifth save
despite allowing a run in the ninth.

RAYS 4, ORIOLES 2

Avisail Garcia hit a two-run homer that gave Tampa
Bay the lead for good and [inished with three RBIs as
they defeated visiting Baltimore, winning for the sev-
enth time in eight games while the Orioles lost for the
sixth lime in eight games. Garcia’s homer came off
Baltimore slarter Dylan Bundy (0-2) in the fourth
inning as Tampa Bay rallied from an early 2-0 deficit.
He added an RBI single in the eighth inning. Tampa
Bay right-hander Tyler Glasnow (4-0) struggled over
the first three innings, giving up two runs, but then
settled down and didn’t yield another run in his seven-
inning stint.

INDIANS 4, MARINERS 2
Shane Bieber pitched six strong innings as Cleveland
defeated host Seatlle, sending the Mariners Lo their
fifth consecutive loss. Indians leadof[ hiller Leonys
Martin, a former Mariner, went 3-for-5 with a run-scor-

KUWAIT: Burgan Bank, one of the largest support-
ers of the sports movements in Kuwail, recently
sponsored the Ministry of Electricity and Water team
who participated in the 2019 Ministries Indoor
Football League that took place at Martyr Fahd Al-
Ahmad Hall. The Ministry of Electricity and Water
team won the championship league title.

During the awards ceremony, Deputy Director in
the Public Authority for Sport, Mishaal Al-Hadba
congratulated the Ministry of Electricity and Water
team for their stellar performance in winning the title
third year in a row as well as the Kuwait National
Guard and Ministry of Awqal and Islamic Affairs
teams for their victory in second and third places.

The final match was attended by Deputy Director

MEW wins Burgan Bank sponsored
indoor football championship

M e T Y R A e AV

The victorious Ministry of Electricity and Water team with officials.

in the Public Authority for Sport, Mishaal Al-Hadba,
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Eleclricily
Mohammad Bushehri, Director in the Public
Authority for Sport Hamed Al-Hazeem and represen-
tatives of the participating ministries.

The Bank’s support of this initiative falls under its
dynamic full-fledged community program entitled
‘ENGAGE’ - Together to be the change. This program
sheds light on important aspects affecling every seg-
ment of the society by promoting social welfare
through educational, cultural and health driven initia-
tives. Burgan Bank's approach to ‘(ENGAGE’ begins
with a vilal principle that as a leading Kuwaili financial
institution, its conduct and policies should be aligned
with the needs and interests of the community.

ing double. Scattle right-hander Mike Leake (2-1) had a
quality start but couldn’t quite match Bieber. Leake
allowed two runs on eight hits in six innings. Bieber (2-
0) allowed one run on four hits, with three walks and
five strikeouts.

GIANTS 7, NATIONALS 3

Evan Longoria, Steven Duggar and Brandon Belt hit
homers off Stephen Strasburg as light-hitting San
Francisco beal host Washinglon. Nalionals manager
Dave Martinez was ejected in the fifth for arguing with
home plate umpire Tony Randazzo after several of his
plavers took called third strikes. The Giants entered the
game last in the Nalional League with a leam balling
average of .199 and they now have 13 homers. Longoria
and Duggar homered in the fifth for a 3-1 lead and Belt
hit a solo shot in the sixth to make it 4-1. Gerardo Parra
had an RBI double in the seventh and some sloppy
fielding by the Nationals led to a run-scoring infield
single by Joe Panik for a 6-1 advantage in the seventh.
The Giants took a 7-3 lead in the eighth on an RBI sin-
gle by Kevin Pillar off struggling reliever Trevor
Rosenthal.

WHITE SOX 5, ROYALS 1

Yoan Moncada homered twice, and Reynaldo Lopez
pitched six effective innings for his first win of the sea-
son as host Chicago stopped Kansas City. Lopez (1-2),
who entered the game with a 12.15 ERA, permitted five
hits and a run in his 104-pitch stint. He issued two walks
and struck out five. Four relievers obtained the final
nine outs as Chicago won for the fourth time in five
games and clinched a victory in the three-game series
that concludes today. Jorge Lopez (0-2) fanned 10 and
walked two over six innings for Kansas City, but he
couldn’t keep the ball in the yard, allowing three homers
among his eight hits. Lopez was Ltouched for four runs.

RANGERS 5, ANGELS 0
Joey Gallo and Asdrubal Cabrera provided the pow-
er and right-hander Mike Minor (2-1) threw a three-hit

Djokovic survives
Kohlschreiber scare
in Monte Carlo

MONTE CARLO: Novak Djokovic was severely lested
before securing a 6-3, 4-6, 6-4 win over Philipp
Kohlschreiber to survive his opening match at the
Monte Carlo Masters on Tuesday.

The winner of the last three Grand Slams made eight
double faults, dropped serve four times and smashed a
racquet after losing the second set to his German
opponent in the second-round encounter.

The world number one was relieved to avoid defeat
in his first match of the clay season.

“It was a difficult match, there were lots of breaks (a
run of eight straight during the second and third sets),”
Djokovic said.

“There were lots of ups and downs. It was not the
prettiest of matches.

“He played well, but a win is a win. This was a tough
first match of the clay season.

“I had to figure out how I needed to move, this kind
of match can be expected. It was probably good for me
to spend so long on the court.”

Djokovic was able lo avoid a second straight loss Lo
Kohlschreiber after the 35-year-old beat him last
month in the Indian Wells third round.

Djokovic, who lives in the Principality, is playing his
‘home’ event for the 13th lime in 14 years, winning il in
2013 and 2015 and losing in the final on two other
occasions.

Kohlschreiber lost his 12th match from 13 played
against top-ranked opponents, but gave as good as he
gol againsl an oul-ol-sorts Djokovic, who needed five
match points to go through.

PELLA POUNDS CILIC
Argentine Guido Pella dealt a second-round blow to
seventh seed Marin Cilic, beating the Croatian 6-3, 5-7,
6-1. Defeat in just over two hours left 2014 US Open

== NEW YORK: Mike Tauchman #39 of the New York Yankees hits a three run home run against Erasmo Ramirez of
the Boston Red Sox in the sixth inning during their game at Yankee Stadium in New York City. — AFP

shutout as Texas shut down Los Angeles in Arlington,
Texas. Gallo welcomed Angels reliever Dillon Peters in
the sixth inning by crushing his second pitch, a low
fastball right in Gallo’s sweet spot, 439 feet into the
right-field bleachers for a five-run cushion. In the
fourth, Gallo helped to spoil the first start for Angels
right-hander Jaime Barria (1-1), who was promoted to
the big leagues Monday. Barria got two quick outs to
start the inning and had Gallo down in the count, 1-2.
But Gallo held off on three straight sliders Lo work a
walk and set up Cabrera. He sent a deep fly to right that
Kole Calhoun nearly snagged at the wall, but the ball
bounced off his glove and oul for Cabrera’s sixth home
run and a 3-0 Texas lead.

ROCKIES 8, PADRES 2

Nolan Arenado homered in a third straight game,
and Jon Gray conlinued his mastery ol San Diego as
visiting Colorado completed a two-game series sweep.
Arenado’s two-run homer in the first, which followed a
single by Garrett Hampson, produced the first runs
scored by the Rockies in the first inning this season.
Colorado would score five runs in the first three innings
against Padres left-handed rookie Nick Margevicius (1-
2). Meanwhile, Gray (1-3) didn’t allow a hit until Wil
Myers led off the bottom of the fifth with his second
homer in as many nights and his fifth of the season.

BREWERS 8, CARDINALS 4

Brandon Woodrull threw 5 2/3 innings and doubled
home two runs for Milwaukee against visiting St. Louis
as WoodrulfT (2-1) allowed two runs and seven hits while
striking out six and walking two. He also improved to 5-
for-7 at the plate this season, and the Milwaukee pitch-
ing staff is 12-for-31 overall. Christian Yelich also con-
tinued to make big contributions for Milwaukee, espe-
cially against the Cardinals. Yelich went 2-for-5 with a
three-run homer, improving to 11-for-21 in six games
against St. Louis this season with eight home runs and
18 RBIs. — Reuters

winner Cilic with just one win from six malches since
January’s Australian Open, where he went out in the
fourth round.

Pella, who won his first career match at the event in
the first round on Sunday, emerged a winner as he
played on the idyllic centre court for the first time.

“This is my best surface, I knew I had chances,” the
world number 35 said. “But I had to play well. “I was a
bil nervous at the slart, it was my first lime on this
court. But playing here is a dream-it’s unreal.”

Cilic was playing here for the 11th straight year, with
quarter-final showings in three of the previous four edi-
tions. Left-hander Pella came to the European clay with
a title this season in Sao Paulo. He now stands 13-3 on
the surface in 2019.

Pella moved into a winning position as he broke Cilic
for the eighth time of the alternoon, winning a six-
minute game before serving out the upset, saving a
break point in the final game and wrapping up victory
as Cilic fired wide.

Elsewhere, 2014 champion Stan Wawrinka collapsed
after a strong slarl Lo a 0-6, 7-5, 6-3 loss Lo Ilaly’s
Marco Cecchinato, who reached the French Open semi-
finals last year.

In the first round, Briton Cameron Norrie advanced
in his debut match at the event, with the 23-year-old
defealing Adrian Mannarino 6-4, 6-3.

The 56th-ranked Norrie was impressed with the
dramalic seltling of the iconic Monte Carlo Country
Club venue which overlooks the Mediterranean from a
clilf. “I like the conditions here. Everything is kind of on
top of each other,” he said. “It’s pretty sick kind of
playing lennis on the side of a mountain with a waler
view.”

Canadian revelatlion Felix Auger-Aliassime advanced
into a second-round contest with third seed Alexander
Zverev after bealing Argenline qualifier Juan Ignacio
Londero 7-5,7-6 (7/5).

The 18-year-old Auger-Aliassime, who reached last
month’s Miami semi-finals as a qualifier, now boasts a
ranking of 33rd-up from 175th when he played here a
year ago.

“I'm very happy to win my first match after Miami,
because I didn’t know what to expect,” he said. Italian
qualifier Lorenzo Sonego beat Russian eighth sced
Karen Khachanov 7-6 (7/4), 6-4. — AFP
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Jackets make history with
7-3 victory over Lightning

Fleury, Knights shut out Sharks to take 3-1 series lead

COLUMBUS: Rookie Alexandre Texier scored his first
two playoff goals as the host Columbus Blue Jackets
made history with a 7-3 victory over the Tampa Bay
Lightning on Tuesday night, wrapping up an Eastern
Conference first-round series. The Lightning became
the NHL’ first Presidents’ Trophy winner ever to be
swepl in a best-of-seven, opening-round playoll series.
Tampa Bay had tied the all-time NHL record with 62
regular-season wins. Meanwhile, the Blue Jackels won a
playofl series for the first time in franchise history.
Columbus’ Oliver Bjorkstrand scored the liebreaking
goal late in the second period, and Artemi Panarin,
Texier and Matt Duchene added empty-net goals in the
final two minules. Pierre Luc-Dubois and Seth Jones
also scored for the Blue Jackels. Goaltender Sergei
Bobrovsky made 30 saves.

ISLANDERS 3, PENGUINS 1

Jordan Eberle scored for the fourth lime in as many
games, and Brock Nelson added the winner as visiling
New York completed a first-round playoff sweep of
Pittsburgh. The Islanders, who finished second in the
Metropolitan Division, used a consistent formula of sti-
fling defense, effective puck pursuit, strong goaltending
from Robin Lehner and just enough offense Lo oust the
Penguins, who were third in the division but had hopes
of winning the Stanley Cup for the third time in four
years. New York advances Lo the second round of the
Eastern Conference postseason to face the winner of
the Washington-Carolina series. The Capitals lead two
games to one heading to Game 4 on Thursday.

Karunaratne to
lead S Lanka
in World Cup

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s Test captain Dimuth
ICarunaratne has been appointed the skipper for the
one-day squad for the upcoming World Cup, the coun-
try’s crickel board announced yeslerday.

The 30-year-old will lead the team while playing his
first one-day game since 2015. Karunaratne’s leader-
ship was praised after Sri Lanka won a two-match

GOLDEN KNIGHTS 5, SHARKS 0

Marc-Andre Fleury had 28 saves [or his 15th career
playoff shutout, and Max Pacioretty had two goals and
Lwo assisls as Vegas cruised Lo a viclory over San Jose
in Las Vegas Lo lake a 3-1 lead in their best-of-seven
Western Conference series. It was the 78th career
playoff win for Fleury, who broke a tie with Mike
Vernon for seventh place on the all-time playoll wins
list. Fleury also moved into a tie with Chris Osgood for
fourth place for most career playoff shutouts.
Pacioretty produced the first two-goal playoff game of
his career. Shea Theodore also had a goal and an assist,
Alex Tuch and Jonathan Marchessault each scored their
first goals of the playoffs, and Mark Stone, Reilly Smith
and Nale Schmidt all finished with two assists for the
Golden Knights.

JETS 2, BLUES 1 (OT)

Kyle Connor scored the overlime winner as visiling
Winnipeg erased a third-period deficit to defeat St.
Louis and even their opening-round Western
Conference playoff series at two wins apiece. Game 5
will be Thursday in Winnipeg. The road team has won
all four games so far in the series between the Central
Division rivals who finished even with 99 points in the
regular season. OIf the rush in the extra [rame, Mark
Scheifele was denied on a golden chance, but he had
the presence of mind to feed the puck to the slot for a
wide-open Connor to bury the winner at 6:02. It was
the first-ever playoff overtime victory in Jets franchise
history. — Reuters

series against South Africa in February o become the
first Asian team to win a Test series in the African
nation.

Sri Lanka Cricket said Karunaratne’s appointment
was ratified by the Minister of Sports Harin Fernando.

Karunaratne has not played a one day international
since the 2015 World Cup, but was lipped to take over
from fast bowler Lasith Malinga who led the side in a
5-0 thrashing in the ODI series against South Alrica
following the test triumph.

He also answered his critics with a string a impres-
sive performances with the bat during the recent
domestic one-day lournament, scoring 165 runs in four
malches al an average ol 55.

The left-handed opening balsman has played 60
Lests and 17 one-day games for Sri Lanka. — Reulers

Golovkin to
return to ring
on June 8§

LOS ANGELES: Former middleweight
world champion Gennady Golovkin will
fight undefealed Canadian Steve Rolls in
June as he returns Lo the ring [ollowing
his defeat to Saul “Canelo” Alvarez last
year, organisers said Tuesday.

Golovkin, 37 will take on Rolls on
June 8 at Madison Square Garden, New
York, as he launches a comeback that
could culminate with a third fight against
Alvarez later this year. The hard-hilling
Kazakhstlan veleran lost his WBC, IBO
and WBA titles last year when he was
defealed by Alvarez via majorily deci-

sion at their Las Vegas rematch, one year
after a controversial draw.

Since that defeat, Golovkin (38-1-1,
34 KOs) has signed a new six-fight deal
with DAZN, the sports streaming plat-
form. “I am very excited to be returning
to the ring and bringing the Big Drama
Show back to Madison Square Garden,”
Golovkin said. “The Garden’s fans are
fantastic.”

The Toronto-based Rolls has com-
piled an unbeaten record with 19 wins
oul of 19 including 10 knockouls.
Although Golovkin will start as a clear
favourite, Rolls is adamant he has the
Ltools to cause the former world champi-
on problems.

“I've won national championships and
represented my country, and Golovkin is
just a man,” the 35-year-old said. “I'm
coming to win this fight and put my
name among the best middleweights in
the world.” — AFP

Gennady Golovkin

W Indies rope in
Sarwan to work

with batsmen
ahead of WCup

LONDON: West Indies have brought on board former top
order batsman Ramnaresh Sarwan to help prepare their
players for the 50-over World Cup in England and Wales.
Sarwan, who scored nearly 12,000 international runs
across formats, joined the camp in Barbados where West
Indies are currently preparing for the tri-nation series with
Bangladesh and Ireland in Dublin next month.

“I've come here to act as kind of a mentor to the
players and try my best to assist them in any technical
ways and with any shortcomings where I think they can
improve,” Sarwan said in a Cricket West Indies state-
ment. “Our batsmen have struggled... with rotating the
strike, so I'm trying to see how best we can get them to
improve in this arca. IU's nol an overnight fix, bul il’s
important to share ideas with them, so they have some-
thing to build on.”

West Indies head coach Floyd Reifer said it was impor-
tant to have a “finisher” like Sarwan working with the
batsmen. “We're hoping he can help the batsmen get a
better understanding of how to finish games-the mindset,
how to approach batting first, how to approach batting
last,” Reifer said.

“He fitted in very well. He did a lot of talking and a lot of
work with the batsmen.” West Indies have also added for-
mer Pakistan spinner Mushtaq Ahmed and former fast
bowlers Corey Collymore and Roddy Estwick Lo their
coaching staff for the two tournaments. The lwo-limes
champions begin their World Cup campaign on May 31
against 1992 winners Pakistan at Trent Bridge in
Nottingham. — Reuters

Kane’s boyhood
leam-male turns
Chinese history-maker

SHANGHAT: Nico Yennaris was born in working-class east
London, played with Harry Kane at Arsenal as a boy and is
an England vouth international. While Kane moved to
Tottenham Hotspur and became England captain,
Yennaris’s carcer has taken a very different direction,
becoming the first naturalised player Lo score in the
Chinese Super League (CSL).

In January he made Beijing his home — 8,000 kilometres
(5,000 miles) from Leytonstone in east London-and the
midfielder even has a new name. “IUs the first in history so il’s
something that I can be proud of,” the 25-year-old known as
Li Ke in China told state television after his milestone goal
Sunday for CSL leaders Beijing Guoan.

Born to a Chinese mother and Cypriot father, Yennaris,
who is nine weeks older than fellow east Londoner Kane,
now wants to help his new country become a footballing
force. “I hope to help Chinese football and hopefully one day
I can play in the national team as well and we will try to get
to a World Cup,” he said in his unmistakably London accent.

Yennaris, who signed for Beijing from Brentford in
England’s second lier in January for a reported £4.95 million
($6.5 million), is eligible Lo represent China because he
played for England only up to under-19, not the senior side.
Chinese football this season began bringing in naturalised
players, with Yennaris joined at Beijing by Norwegian-born
John Hou Saeter. Yennaris will be on a vastly improved salary
in the Chinese capital but he will have to dump his British
passport because China does not recognise dual nationality.

That means no going back now for Yennaris, who is yet to
gel a call-up for his adopted country but would improve a
team ranked 74th by FIFA, a rung above tiny Cape Verde
who have population of 500,000 compared to China’s 1.4
billion. He will though have to cover up his arm tattoos
because the Chinese government frowns upon them. China

COLUMBUS: Oliver Bjorkstrand #28 of the Columbus Blue Jackets beats Andrei Vasilevskiy #88 of the Tampa
Bay Lightning for a goal during the second period of Game Four of the Eastern Conference First Round during
the 2019 NHL Stanley Cup Playoffs at Nationwide Arena in Columbus. —AFP

Dimuth Karunaratne

L

BEIJING: This photo taken on April 14, 2019 shows Nico
Yennaris (L), also known as Li Ke, of Beijing Guoan con-
troling the ball against Henan Jianye during their
Chinese Super League match in Beijing. — AFP

failed to score or win a point in their only World Cup
appearance, in 2002.

If the stars align-and China improve markedly-Yennaris
could face Kane at the World Cup, Yennaris in the red of
China, Kane in England white. They played for the same club
in east London and were recruited as boys by Arsenal,
although Kane was released alter one season al the age of
cight. Yennaris made a handful of appearances for Arsene
Wenger’s side including 45 minutes against Manchester
United in the Premier League in 2012. Yennaris and striker
KKane remain on good terms. “When we see each other face
to face and bump into each other we say ‘hello’ and we
always speak,” Yennaris said.

Yennaris had a couple of loan spells in the lower tiers of
English football before moving permanently to west London
club Brentford in 2014. Five years later came the life-chang-
ing opportunity to make the radical switch to China, where
Yennaris is on a steep learning curve, especially with the
language.— AP

Uncapped
all-rounder Archer
left out of 15-man
WCup squad

LONDON: England have not picked uncapped all-
rounder Jofra Archer in a preliminary 15-man
World Cup squad but have named him in squads
for the warm-up games against Pakistan and
Ireland. Barbados-born Archer, who shone for
Sussex last season and in Australia’s Big Bash
Twenty20 competition for Hobart Hurricanes, is
cligible for national selection under new England
and Wales Cricket Board residency rules.

The 24-year-old could get a World Cup call-up
if he impresses in the warm-up games as changes
can be made to the squad until May 23, seven days
before their tournament opener against South
Africa at The Oval.

Joe Denly, whose last ODI appearance came in
October 2009, retained his place in the World
Cup group as a backup spinning all-rounder.
Although he could be among the pool of players,
including Liam Plunkett and Tom Curran, who will
feel the pressure if Archer performs well over the
next few weeks.

Archer’s ability to bowl at more than 90 miles
per hour and his lower-order power-hitting skills
have earned him a number of high-profile admir-
ers, including England regulars Ben Stokes and Jos
Buttler.

“The selection panel has been impressed with
Jofra Archer’s performances in domestic and fran-
chise cricket. He is a very talented and exciting
cricketer,” national selector Ed Smith said.

England play Ireland in a one-dayer on May 3
before a five-match ODI series and a Twenty20
against Pakistan. “In line with ICC (International
Crickel Council regulations, we have Lo name a
preliminary squad of 15 for the ICC Men's Cricket
World Cup before April 23,” Smith added.

“However, all 17 players named in the ODIs
againsl Pakistan can slake a claim Lo be in the final
15-man squad, finalised at the end of that series.”
Fast bowler Chris Jordan, Archer’s Sussex Leam
mate, could also make a comeback to the ODI set-
up against Pakistan, despite playing his last 50-
overs game for England in September 2016.

“Chris Jordan, a regular in I'T20 squads over the
past few years, has continued to develop as a
cricketer-as we saw in the I'T20s in the West
Indies. He fully deserves his return to the ODI
squad,” Smith said.

“With regard to resting players, we are con-
scious of managing player workloads leading into
such an important summer so that players are in
the best possible condition for the World Cup.
That was also a faclor in the way we have selected
these three squads.”

England’s World Cup squad: Eoin Morgan (cap-
Lain), Moeen Ali, Jonny Bairstow, Jos Buttler (wick-
etkeeper), Tom Curran, Joe Denly, Alex Hales, Liam
Plunkett, Adil Rashid, Joe Root, Jason Roy, Ben
Stokes, David Willey, Chris Woakes, Mark Wood.

England squad for Pakistan ODI series: Eoin
Morgan, Moeen Ali, Jofra Archer, Jonny Bairstow,
Jos Buttler, Tom Curran, Joe Denly, Chris Jordan,
Alex Hales, Liam Plunkett, Adil Rashid, Joe Root,
Jason Roy, Ben Stokes, David Willey, Chris
Woakes, Mark Wood.

England squad for Ireland ODI and Pakistan
T20: Eoin Morgan, Jofra Archer, Sam Billings, Tom
Curran, Joe Denly, Chris Jordan, Alex Hales, Liam
Plunkett, Adil Rashid, Joe Rool, Jason Roy, James
Vince, David Willey, Mark Wood. — Reuters
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Careless United undone by Messi
double as Barca cruise into semis

Messi now has his 109th and 110th Champions League goals

BARCELONA: Lionel Messi pounced on lwo
Manchester United mistakes to score twice and end
their hopes of another comeback at Camp Nou as
Barcelona breezed into the Champions League semi-
finals on Tuesday. After an excellent start, Uniled were
undone twice in four minutes by Messi, who first nicked
the ball off the careless Ashley Young and then walched
as a weak shot from distance squirmed underneath
David de Gea.

Philippe Coutinho, in perhaps his best performance
of the season, added a third with a curling effort into
the top corner and by the end, an outclassed United
might have been relieved the score was not more trau-
malic than 3-0, 4-0 on aggregale.

“We had five uncomlortable minutes because they
came oul strong,” said Barcelona coach Ernesto
Valverde. “But then there were another 85 minutes
where we weren’t bad.” A dizzying opening spell, in
which Marcus Rashford had hit the crossbar, was long-
forgotten, even if it could offer Barca’s next opponents
some encouragement.

Liverpool, who take a 2-0 lead to Porto, are now the
most likely obstacle between them and their first
Champions League final since they last won this tour-
nament in 2015. Mohamed Salah and Sadio Mane might
feel emboldened.

Instead, United’s pair of early errors made this
another night aboul Messi and ensured any [aint hopes
of repeating the comeback against Paris Saint-Germain,
or even the famous 1999 rescue act against Bayern
Munich, on this same pitch, were dashed.

“We said all along this was not going to change
overnight,” Uniled’s coach Ole Gunnar Solskjaer said.
“In the next few years it is going to be a massive effort
to gel to the level of Barcelona and these sorts of
teams.” Messi now has his 109th and 110th Champions
League goals and, potentially, three extra matches to

Juventus crash out
to Ajax young guns

TURIN: Even Cristiano Ronaldo was nol enough for
Juventus to end their 23-year wait for the European
title as they crashed out in the Champions League
quarter-finals for a second conseculive year. Juventus
splashed out 100 million curos ($117 million) on the
five-time Champions League winner last summer and
the Portuguese star headed in his 126th Champions
League goal to put the home team in front on Tuesday.

But a devastating young Ajax team, spearheaded by
19-year-old defender Matthijs De Ligl, ran riol in the
second half in Turin to seal a famous 3-2 aggregale vic-
tory. “Apocalypse,” read the headline in daily Corriere
dello sport, as Juventus shares plunged 15 percent yes-
terday on the Milan stock exchange.

“Nol even a huge investment like Ronaldo was
enough Lo win a Llille thal Juve have been searching for
since 1996,” the sports daily added. Juventus have lost
five times in the final since 1996 when they won their
last title, at the expense of Ajax.

Ronaldo was bought to change that and was handed
an annual salary of 31 million euros. He has won the lille
five times and scored a 97th-minute penalty for Real

Ramsey in Italy
rehearsal ahead
of Juventus move

PARIS: Aaron Ramsey will gel an advance laste of life
in Italy as Arsenal look to finish off Napoli in today’s
return leg of their Europa League quarter-final lie,
ahead ol his summer move Lo Serie A giants Juventus.

The Welsh midfielder, out of contract with Arsenal in
June, will end an 11-year association with the Gunners
after agreeing a jaw-dropping deal with Juve reported-
ly worth £400,000 ($515,000) per week over four
seasons.

Reduced to a bit-part player under Unai Emery,
Ramsey’s recent form-he has three goals in his last six
starts-has helped him regain a regular spot in the
Arsenal side.

The 28-year-old, set to follow in the footsteps of
countrymen John Charles and Ian Rush by swilching
England for Turin, excelled in last week’s 2-0 win over
Napoli and struck the opening goal.

“We've given ourselves a great opportunity in the
first leg-now il’s important to stick together and hope-
fully see out this quarter-final,” said Ramsey.

“They’ve proved that they’re a quality team and are
second in Serie A, so they're a tough team to play
againsl. “Irom a few years back, we know that they're a
tough team to play against and it will be a difficult
place to go.”

With Ramsey set o join soon-to-be Juventus team-
mate Cristiano Ronaldo, Lionel Messi and Neymar as
one of the best paid players in the world, the
Welshman’s Arsenal farewell could coincide with the
final in Baku on May 29.

“I haven’t thought about that but hopelully,” said
Ramsey, who departed Cardiff for Arsenal after appear-
ing in the 2008 FA Cup final.

“We've slarted this first leg well so hopefully we can
finish the job and get ourselves in the hat for the next
round.” Arsenal coach Emery, who won the Europa
League three limes in a row with Sevilla from 2014-16,
praised the unyielding commitment shown by Ramsey, a
fan favourite at the Emirates, in his final months at the

reduce the gap on Cristiano Ronaldo’s 126, after
Juventus were dumped out by Ajax. Barcelona’s fans
celebrated that too.

Solskjaer had urged his strikers to be more lethal
here but it felt ominous that even before kick-off,
Rashford, Anthony Martial, Romelu Lukaku and Alexis
Sanchez had hit 42 goals this season, while Messi on his
own had 43.

Around an hour before kick-off, Alex Ferguson was
on the side of the pitch, shaking hands with Ryan Giggs
and sharing words with Solskjaer, the scorer of the
winning goal against Munich here 20 years ago.

They could have hardly have asked for a better start.
United were brilliant for eight minutes and could have
been ahead within 30 seconds as Rashford raced onto
a curving Paul Pogba pass and toed away a shot, which
Marc-Andre ler Stegen bravely left lo graze his own
crossbar.

MAGIC MESSI

Barca were flustered, so much so the crowd even
cheered with relief when Arthur Melo played his team’s
first convincing pass. Then, Barcelona had their own
cight-minute flurry as United almost conceded a penal-
ty, ruled out after Fred took the ball before bringing
down Ivan Rakitic, and then did concede, twice, to
Messi. Both could have been avoided, even if Young’s
turn on the edge of his own box was punished in devas-
laling lashion. Young lunged in lo atone for his mistake
but Messi skipped away from him, poked it through
Fred’s legs and then whipped the ball into the corner.

The second was simpler. Fred and Scott McTominay
closed in on Coutinho and the ball spilled out to Messi,
whose dribbling shot with his right foot should have
drawn a routine save. Instead, De Gea let it squirm
under his body for 2-0.

Pogba lashed out at the increasingly influential

Madrid against Juventus last season in the quarter-
finals. Coach Massimiliano Allegri said he had no
regrels, blaming injuries for the team’s failure to
progress. “Football isn’t maths,” said Allegri. “Ronaldo
gave us a lot during the season. We signed him to
increase our chances of winning the Champions
League, but in football one plus one does not always
make Lwo, il can also be either six or zero.

“I have always said that you have to arrive at the
right lime in the best condition, when you reach the
quarter-final, you need every player. “We've been in a
bit of an emergency situation for a while and that can
only be sustained for so long. “We were missing [our or
five players.”

For the first lime since 2010, Ronaldo will not be in
the Champions League semi-finals. And he held his
head in his hands in despair as he slumped to the pitch
al the Allianz Stadium. He had single-handedly lifted
Juventus into the quarter-final with a stunning hat-trick
in the second leg against Atletico Madrid.

But he was unable to lift his team to a Champions
League title he had won in the three previous seasons
and in 2014 with Real Madrid, as well as with
Manchester United 11 years ago. He holds the record
for Champions League goals with 126. That total
includes 65 goals in the knockout rounds, another
record. Rival Lionel Messi is second on 110 goals after
his double for Barcelona against Manchester United on
Tuesday. “Ajax deserved to qualify and you saw that on
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BARCELONA: Barcelona’s Argentinian forward Lionel Messi (C) scores during the UEFA Champions League
—  quarter-final second leg football match between Barcelona and Manchester United at the Camp Nou stadium

in Barcelona. — AFP

Arthur and Barca could have had a third before half-
lime, De Gea scrambling across lo save on the line
when Sergi Roberto should have finished.

Messi could have had his hat-trick too after Luis
Suarez found him with a superb cutback and there was
an almost comical sequence in the second half when the
Argentinian played with his United chasers before final-
ly being bundled over by McTominay.

the pitch,” said Juventus president Andrea Agnelli, who
said Allegri would be conlinuing as coach. Ironically
Agnelli-who is also president of the European Clubs
Association (ECA) — is the driving force behind moves
to change the Champions League and make it even
harder for teams from smaller countries, like Ajax, to
qualify. Agnelli, 43, stressed that the team was growing.
“For our part, we are aware of having been in the
Champions League quarter-finals for five or six years
and are proud to continue this path,” said Agnelli.

Although Juventus are on course o seal an eighth
conseculive Serie A Litle next weekend, they are out of
the Coppa Italia, which they had won the four previous
seasons. “I'm looking at the big picture,” Agnelli said.

“We played a great return match against Atletico,
and jusl a few years ago Juvenlus were 43rd in Lthe
European rankings, today we are fifth and this is the
sign of the progress that continues. “A few years ago,
the Champions League was a dream, this summer it was
a goal and it will be next vear too.”

Ronaldo was a heavy investment with the club
announcing expected losses for this season, having
gone 19.2 million euros into the red for the 2017/2018
campaign. Ajax, meanwhile, reached their first semi-
final since 1997.

“You could see that Juve were a little scared of us
and so were Real Madrid,” said coach Erik ten Hag. “It
is very difficult to play against our style of football, as
we have very technically-gifted players.” — AFP

LONDON: File photo shows Arsenal’s Welsh midfielder Aaron Ramsey celebrates scoring the team’s first goal
during the UEFA Europa League quarter final. — AFP

club. “It was not easy for him after he signed (for
Juventus) lo finish thinking about his future, but his
focus is Lo help us and his attitude has been amazing
towards each training session,” said Emery.

“He wants to do something important for the sup-
porters, and I want to do something important with him
in his last matches here with his Arsenal heart.” Chelsea,
the 2013 Europa League champions, will be expected
Lo overcome Slavia Prague al Stamford Bridge alter a
narrow 1-0 victory in the Czech capital.

Maurizio Sarri’s side lost ground in the race for a
top-four finish in the Premier League following a 2-0
defeat at Liverpool, but the Blues are unbeaten in 14
Europa League games. Nevertheless, the Italian has

warned his players not to underestimate Slavia, who are
hunting a second Czech litle in three seasons.

“We need Lo think that the second leg will be diffi-
cult because these opponents are really very danger-
ous also away,” said Sarri. Benfica head to Germany
with a 4-2 advantage over Eintracht Frankfurt thanks to
a hal-trick by 19-year-old slarlel Joao Felix in the first
leg in Lisbon.

Felix became the youngest Portuguese and Benfica
player to score three times in Europe, surpassing the
greal Eusebio. Valencia are in control of their all-
Spanish clash with Villarreal after stoppage-time goals
by Daniel Wass and Goncalo Guedes gave them a 3-1
lead heading Lo Mestalla. —AFP

Rashford might have made il inleresting if he had
controlled Pogba’s ball over the top but Barcelona were
in exhibition mode, helped by a vintage Coutinho curler
after he had cut inside from the left.

Messi even attempted a bicycle kick and there were
celebrations from the home fans when news went round
that Ajax had taken the lead in Turin. They believe this
is their year. — AFP

Matcheson TV
(Local Timings)
UEFA EUROPA LEAGUE

SSC Napoli v Arsenal 22:00
beIN SPORTS HD 1

Valencia v Villarreal 22:00
beIN SPORTS HD 3

Eintracht Frankfurt v SL Benfica 22:00
beIN SPORTS

Chelsea FC v SK Slavia Prague 22:00
beIN SPORTS HD 2

Cardiff sink

relegation rivals
Brighton to boost
survival bid

BRIGHTON: Cardiff kept alive their bid to secure Premier
League survival with a crucial 2-0 win against fellow
strugglers Brighton on Tuesday. Neil Warnock’s side would
have been pushed to the brink of relegation with a defeat
at the Amex Stadium.

But goals either side of half-time from Nathaniel
Mendez-Laing and Sean Morrison moved third-bottom
Cardiff to within two points of fourth-bottom Brighton.
Brighton have managed just two top-flight goals al home
in 2019 and a fourth successive league loss keeps them in
danger of being overhauled by Cardiff.

The remaining hope for Brighton is they have five
games to play compared to Cardiff’s four. Albion face
Tottenham, Arsenal and champions Manchester City dur-
ing a tough run-in. With Liverpool and Manchester United
still to come this season, anything but a win would have
been disastrous for Cardiff.

“We had a few pundits say it would be our final game in
the Premier League but we are alive and kicking,”
Warnock said. “We deserved tonight. I can’t say anything
belter about the players. They have been great for me.

“We came out of the traps and enjoyed it. We are far
from finished vet.” Albion boss Chris Hughton added:
“It’s still in our hands, but it is a difficult feeling because
of the result. “My job is to lift spirits. This is a proper
fight. We have to make sure we lurn it round by slaying
together, digging deep and making ourselves hard to
beat.” Solly March had rippled the side-netting inside
two minutes for Brighton. Referce Andre Marriner waved
away penalty appeals when Lewis Dunk was wrestled to
the ground by Bruno Ecuele Manga following a Pascal
Gross free-kick. But Warnock’s decision to recall
Mendez-Laing was rewarded in the 22nd minute when
he drove forward on the counter-attack, exchanged
passes with Junior Hoilett and curled a superb strike into
the top corner from 20 vards.

After Brighton were booed off at half-time, Cardiff
doubled their advantage five minutes after the restart.
Spanish midfielder Victor Camarasa delivered an inviting
free-kick deep into the Albion area, where centre-back
Morrison headed home for his first goal in almost a year.
Brighton substitute Jose Izquierdo almost had an immedi-
ate impact when he laid the ball off for Glenn Murray to
smash narrowly over the crossbar from 18 yards.Romania
forward Florin Andone threatened to halve the deficit, only
to be thwarted by a fine last-ditch block from the impres-
sive Morrison. Murray then nodded March’s right-wing
cross against the right post late on, leaving the Cardiff fans
celebrating only their third away win of the season. — AP
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Ramsey in Italy rehearsal
ahead of Juventus move

Nuggets, Raptors even series

Blazers go up 2-0 on Thunder with 3-pointer barrage
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DENVER: Bryn Forbes #11 of the San Antonio Spurs passes the ball against the Denver Nuggets during Game Two of Round One of the 2019 NBA Playoffs at the Pepsi Center in Denver, Colorado. — AFP

DENVER: Jamal Murray scored 21 of his
24 points in the fourth quarter, and the host
Denver Nuggels rallied from down 19 Lo
beat the San Antonio Spurs 114-105 in
Game 2 of their Western Conference first-
round playoff series on Tuesday night.
Nikola Jokic had 21 points, 13 rebounds
and cight assists, Gary Harris scored 23
points, and Paul Millsap had 20 points for
Denver. The Nuggets tied the series 1-1 and
ended San Antonio’s seven-game playoff
winning streak in Denver. DeMar DeRozan
scored 31 points and LaMarcus Aldridge
had 24 points for the Spurs. Murray, who
missed his first eight shots, hil five consecu-
tive shots in the fourth quarter, including
two straight and a pair of [ree throws that
gave Denver a 99-97 lead, its first advan-

tage since 17-16. The Nuggels were ahead
by three before Murray drained two 3-
pointers to make it 110-101.

RAPTORS 111, MAGIC 82

Kawhi Leonard scored 37 points on 15-
for-22 shooting [rom the field, and Toronto
defeated visiting Orlando to even its first-
round Eastern Conference playoll series at
one game apiece.

Pascal Siakam added 19 points and 10
rebounds for the Raptors, who never
trailed. Kyle Lowry contributed 22 points
and seven assists for Toronto while Serge
Ibaka chipped in with 13 points and eight
rebounds off the bench.

Aaron Gordon scored 20 points for the
Magic, who split the regular-season series

2-2 with the Raptors. Terrence Ross added
15 points for Orlando while Evan Fournier
scored 10 points.

TRAIL BLAZERS 114, THUNDER 94

CJ McCollum and Damian Lillard com-
bined for 62 points as the Portland Trail
Blazers swept to a 114-94 victory over the
visiting Oklahoma City Thunder on
Tuesday night. McCollum scored 33 points
and Lillard added 29 as the Trail Blazers
seized a 2-0 lead in the best-of-seven,
first-round Western Conference playoff
series. Maurice Harkless chipped in 14
points and nine rebounds for Portland,
which led by as many as 22 points in the
fourth quarter.

Game 3 is set for tomorrow night at

Oklahoma City. Paul George tallied 27
points with eight rebounds for the Thunder,
who led by as many as 10 points in the first
half. Russell Westbrook collected 14 points,
11 assists and nine boards for Oklahoma
Cily but shot only 5 of 20 from the ficld.
Portland won the game from 3-point
range, making 13 of 32 attempts from
beyond the arc. The Thunder were 5 of 28
and have made only 10 of 61 3-point
attempts in the series. The teams went into
intermission tied at 54. Lillard and
McCollum each had 16 points for Portland
while George led Oklahoma City with 16.
The Blazers went ahead 72-64 on a 3-
pointer by Harkless midway through the
third quarter. Portland increased the differ-
ence to 85-73 on back-to-back treys by

Seth Curry. Lillard hit a step-back 3-point-
er as time expired to give Portland a 91-75
edge going into the final period.

Oklahoma City was within 100-86 after
a 3-pointer by George with 6:02 to play.
Portland’s Meyers Leonard answered with
a trey, and the Thunder got no closer than
14 points the rest of the way. The Thunder
jumped to a 20-13 lead. Portland used a 9-
O run to go ahead 22-20. The Thunder took
a 31-26 advantage into the second quarter.

Oklahoma City extended the margin to
46-36 midway through the second. Lillard
converled a four-point play as the Blazers
drew within 46-42, but the Thunder pushed
the difference out to 52-45. McCollum’s 3-
pointer as time expired tied the count
heading into halftime. — Reuters

Iranian female fighter
cancels return home
after arrest warrant

PARIS: The first Iranian woman Lo conlest an official
boxing bout has cancelled plans to return home after an
arrest warrant was issued for her in Tehran, her repre-
sentative said yesterday as Iranian authorities issued a
denial.

Sadal Khadem beal a French boxer, Anne Chauvin,
in the bout, which took place in western France on
Saturday. Her representative, Clara Dallay, told Reuters
that authorities had issued arrest warrants against her
and fight organiser Mahyar Monshipour.

Monshipour, an Iranian-born former boxing world
champion who is now a Iench cilizen, set up the bout
after Iran opened the door to allowing women to box.
Hossein Soori, the head of Iran’s boxing lederalion,
denied Khadem would be arrested, attributing the
information to “media linked Lo Saudi Arabia”.

“Mrs Khadem is nol a member of (Iran’s) organised

athletes for boxing,
and from the box-
ing federation’s
perspective all her
aclivities are per-
sonal,” he was
quoted as saying
by the semi-official
ISNA news
agency.

Iranian women'’s
participation in [EELEIRUELE
sporls evenls is
heavily restricted, though authorities are beginning to
give ground in some areas after years of campaigning
by pressure groups. The federation now allows women
to register to box, on condition that they be coached by
a woman and wear the Islamic hijab while competing.
To date, no bouts belween female fighters have laken
place in Iran. Monshipour was planning to travel back
to Iran with Khadem this week. Irance’s foreign min-
istry could not immediately comment on the case.
Iranco-Iranian relations are in a tense phase after com-
ments by France’s ambassador to the United States last
week on Iran’s nuclear programme sparked an angry
reaction from Tehran. — Reuters

Miller adverse
doping sample
puts Joshua
bout in doubt

LONDRES: Jarrell Miller could miss out on a shot at
Anthony Joshua’s world heavyweight titles after the
American produced an “adverse finding” in a drug-test-
ing sample. Miller, who is undefeated in his 24 profes-
sional fights, was due Lo lake on the Brilon at Madison
Square Garden for the WBA, IBF and WBO titles on
June 1. However, both camps have confirmed the
Voluntary Anti-Doping Association (VADA) had
informed them that Miller had returned the results from
a test on March 20. “We have been informed by VADA
that there has been an adverse finding in Jarrell Miller’s
sample collected on March 20th, 2019,” Eddie Hearn,
Joshua’s promoter, tweeted. “We are working with all

relevant parties and will update with more details
soon. AJ’s preparation continues for June Ist at
MSG.” Miller is expecled to face a hearing belore
the New York State Athletic Commission to decide
whether he will be allowed to fight.

“We are in the process of obtaining further informa-
tion about VADA's {inding and will have more Lo say
soon on this developing situation,” Miller’s camp, Salita
Promotions, said in a statement via Twitter. “In the
meantime Jarrell conlinues to train for his June 1 fight
against Anthony Joshua.”

Miller previously served a nine-month ban from the
California State Athletic Commission after testing
positive for methylhexaneamine when kickboxing in
2014. During their promotional tour for the fight,
Miller revealed that both fighters had agreed to
between 10 and 12 weeks of drug testing in the build-
up to the bout.

Joshua, during the London leg of the tour, said: “I am
on (drug lesting scheme) ADAMS whereabouts, they
have to know where I am for an hour every day and
could walk in anytime. “They can turn up any time dur-
ing the day and that is a lifelime commitment. [ have
been on that since 2012 and I pay £40,000-a-fight to
be tested by VADA two times a week.” — AFP
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