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Traffic dept, EPA urge govt to 
ban cars older than 10 years

MoH bans near-expiry medicines • Govt cracking down on fake degree holders

Blind Moroccan falls to death 

RABAT: A blind Moroccan man fell to his death
while taking part in a protest to demand jobs on the
roof a ministry in the capital Rabat, authorities said
yesterday. The man was among dozens of visually
impaired jobless Moroccans who were taking part
since late September in the sit-in on the roof of the
family affairs ministry to demand work in the public
sector. The unemployment rate among Morocco’s 2.3
million people with disabilities is 47.6 percent - four
times the country’s average, according to an official
study published in 2016. Members of the National
Coordination of Visually Impaired Graduates have
threatened to throw themselves off the ministry’s
roof if their demands are not met. — AFP 

Indian killed in Bangkok shootout 

BANGKOK: A shootout between two teenage
gangs in a popular shopping district in Bangkok left
at least one Indian tourist dead and four others
injured, a health official said yesterday. The deadly
skirmish occurred Sunday night in central Bangkok’s
Pratunam district, a tourist-friendly area known for
its cheap shopping and night markets. A police
spokesman said several teenagers “had an argument,
and started shooting in a small alley near a Bangkok
mall”. A group of Indian tourists were waiting for a
tour bus nearby when gunfire broke out. “Police are
still hunting for the group of teenagers,” the state-
ment said. — AFP 

By A Saleh and Agencies 

KUWAIT: Well-informed sources said the traffic
department made a recommendation to the government
to ban vehicles older than 10 years from the roads; a
recommendation which has been seconded by the
Environment Public Authority with the aim of resolving
traffic congestions. The sources added that EPA
believes that banning such vehicles will also limit pollu-
tion and carbon and other hazardous emissions. “The
recommendation is not new,” the sources stressed,
reminding that it was made a few years ago but was not
discussed by the Cabinet.  The sources explained that
putting this recommendation into practice will not be
an easy task for various reasons, such as a possible 50
percent drop in the spare parts business, but argued
that such a justification is not warranted because even
new vehicles might need spare parts after a year of use. 

The sources also noted that the recommendation
might go into effect if public transport was used more
often and the metro project is executed. “The traffic
department believes that decisive decisions have to be
made about old vehicles because they pose a problem
on the streets,” the sources concluded, reiterating that
the recommendation was submitted to the Cabinet. 

Separately, Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-
Sabah announced yesterday banning all medicines,
dietary and health supplements with less than 30 days’
validity. The ministry of health mentioned in a press
release that this decision was intended to keep citizens
healthy and spare them from any health risks. The min-
istry said as for chronic diseases, medicines should
have an expiry date of at least 30 days - from the first
to the last dose. The ministry added Sheikh Basel also
announced pharmacists are prohibited from selling any
un-prescribed medicines that contain gabapentin.

Separately, the government yesterday commended
the education ministry for cracking down on govern-
ment employees - both citizens and expatriates -
whose education certificates are fake. The ministry has
been examining university certificates of government
employees and referred many of them to the public
prosecution after concluding their certificates are fake.

The government, chaired by Acting Premier and
Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah, is determined to take legal action against
people with fake certificates and pursue those who
facilitated the acquisition of these certificates, Deputy
Premier and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Anas
Al-Saleh said in a statement after a Cabinet meeting. 

BENGHAZI, Libya: East Libyan forces yesterday
captured a top suspected Egyptian militant long
sought by Cairo on charges of orchestrating a dead-
ly desert ambush on police last year and other high-
profile attacks, a Libyan military spokesman said.
Hisham Al-Ashmawy, a former Egyptian special
forces officer, was apprehended in the city of Derna,
on the coastal road about 266 km west of Libya’s
border with Egypt, Libyan National Army (LNA)
spokesman Ahmed Mismari said.

The LNA is the dominant force in Libya’s east. A
separate UN-backed government rules in the west
and multiple armed groups compete for power in the

country seven years after autocrat Muammar
Gaddafi was toppled by rebels. The LNA published
a picture of Ashmawy with blood on his face, being
examined before having bandages applied. It also
posted a photo appearing to show his Egyptian mili-
tary identity card.
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Egyptian militant leader Hisham Al-Ashmawy is
seen after being arrested in the Libyan city of Derna
yesterday. — AFP 

Qatar Airways commits to Iran 

DOHA: US sanctions on Iran will not impact Qatar
Airways’ flights to the Islamic republic, the airline’s
boss Akbar Al-Baker said yesterday. Speaking at a
high-profile business conference in the Qatari capi-
tal Doha, Baker said services to Iran would continue
despite a tightening economic and political squeeze
on Iran by Washington. “Aviation is not a sanctioned
industry, Qatar Airways will continue to operate
into the cities we are currently operating in Iran,” he
said. Qatar Airways’ Iran destinations include
Mashhad and Shiraz, while the airline operates daily
flights to Tehran, according to its website. — AFP 

ISTANBUL: Nobel Peace Prize laureate Yemeni Tawakkol Karman and Egyptian oppo-
sition politician Ayman Nour hold pictures of missing Saudi journalist Jamal
Khashoggi during a demonstration in front of the Saudi consulate yesterday. — AFP 

ANKARA: Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan yesterday asked Saudi
officials to prove their claim that missing
journalist and Riyadh critic Jamal
Khashoggi left the Saudi consulate in
Istanbul. Erdogan’s comments’ came
after media reports said his government
sought permission from Saudi authorities
to search the consulate premises in
Istanbul. Khashoggi, a Washington Post
contributor, vanished last Tuesday after
entering the consulate to receive official

documents ahead of his marriage to a
Turkish woman. 

“Consulate officials cannot save them-
selves by saying that he left the building...
Don’t you have a camera?” Erdogan told
a news conference in Budapest. “If he left,
you have to prove it with footage. Those
who ask Turkish authorities where he is
should ask what happened.” Police said at
the weekend that around 15 Saudis,
including officials, arrived in Istanbul on
two flights on Tuesday and were at the
consulate at the same time as Khashoggi.

A Turkish government source told AFP
at the weekend that the police believe the
journalist “was killed by a team especially
sent to Istanbul and who left the same
day”. Riyadh vehemently denies the claim
and says Khashoggi left the consulate.
Turkey yesterday sought permission to
search the consulate premises, Turkish
NTV broadcaster reported. 

Continued on Page 24
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MUMBAI: Bollywood actor Nana Patekar is mobbed by the media as he leaves after
making a statement outside his home yesterday. — AFP 

MUMBAI: The year-old #MeToo move-
ment has long failed to take root in India,
but a Bollywood actress’ accusations of
sexual harassment appear to be embold-
ening women to speak out at last. In recent
days other Bollywood figures, a comedian,
a bestselling author and top journalists
have all found themselves accused of
abusing their positions to behave improp-
erly towards women. The spark is actress
Tanushree Dutta, who in a recent interview
accused well-known Bollywood actor
Nana Patekar of inappropriate behavior
on a film set 10 years ago.

She spoke out at the time, to no avail.
But the global #MeToo phenomenon
encouraged her to go public again and on
Saturday to file a police complaint against
Patekar, who issued a denial. Dutta also

alleged that filmmaker Vivek Agnihotri
behaved inappropriately towards her
while shooting a 2005 movie. Agnihotri’s
lawyer denied the “frivolous” claims. Dutta
said she has received threats but she has
also won support from several high-pro-
file stars, while other actresses have now
started to speak out about Bollywood’s
darker side.

Over the weekend a HuffPost India
report published accusations against
director Vikas Bahl, one of the four
founders of Phantom Films, the edgy pro-
duction house behind Netflix’s first original
Indian series, “Sacred Games”. A
crewmember, who is not named, said Bahl
insisted on escorting her to her hotel in
2015 and pretended to pass out drunk on
her bed, only to awaken and masturbate on
her later, HuffPost reported.

Kangana Ranaut, an actress who
worked with Bahl on “Queen”, his 2014 hit
film touching on female empowerment,
came out and said that the director would
“bury his face in my neck and hold me
really tight”. 

Continued on Page 24
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Nadal, Djokovic to play Saudi match

PARIS: World number one Rafael Nadal on Sunday
said he has agreed to play an exhibition match
against fellow Grand Slam title winner Novak
Djokovic in Saudi Arabia in December. The match
between the two stars will take place at Jeddah’s
King Abdullah Sports City on Dec 22. “Thanks for
the invitation and looking forward to playing and
visiting for the first time,” Nadal said on Twitter.
Djokovic and Nadal have played 52 times in their
careers with the Serb leading their head-to-head
27-25. Saudi Arabia has hosted a series of interna-
tional sports events in recent months. — AFP 

DOHA: Qatar’s decision to abolish its controversial exit
visa system will come into force by the end of October,
a leading global trade union official said yesterday.
Sharan Burrow, head of the International Trade Union
Confederation and once a prominent critic of the 2022
football World Cup host’s labor practices, was speaking
in Doha after meeting Qatar’s prime minister and labor

minister. “We’ve seen significant progress, first of all we
have seen the end of the exit visa law and that will be
now implemented by the end of October,” she said.
“Everybody’s aware that this is a big shift and that it
will actually take a period of time but formally it will be
implemented by the end of the month.”

Qatar announced in September it had approved leg-
islation to scrap the visa system, which requires all for-
eign workers to obtain their employers’ permission to
leave the country. Until now, no date had been given for
when it would come into force. Under the landmark
labor law, only a maximum five percent of each compa-
ny’s workforce - thought to be those in the most senior
positions - will still need permission to leave Qatar.
There are some two million foreign workers in Qatar.

Scrapping the exit  permit  is  the biggest
announcement made so far since Qatar agreed last
November to enter into a three-year agreement with
the UN’s International Labor Organization to over-
see reform. Other changes include the introduction
of a minimum monthly wage, set at 750 Qatari riyals
($205), plus accommodation. Burrow added that
research was underway on whether that amount
should be increased. Critics have long argued for
abolition of the exit visa - a lynchpin of the country’s
“kafala”, or sponsorship, system which many liken to
modern-day slavery. Research published last year by
rights group Migrant-Rights.org found that around a
quarter of all exit visa requests were denied by the
government. — AFP 

Qatar exit visa 
reform to go in
force Oct end 
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KUWAIT: Chairman Abdullah Al-Matouq meets with the director of the United Nations Human Settlements
Program (UN-Habitat) Zena Ahmad. —KUNA photo

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. —KUNA photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives Acting
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives
Lebanon’s Foreign Minister Gebran Bassil.

The Kuwaiti delegation
ANTALYA: Kuwait’s National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem arrives
in Turkey. —KUNA photos 

Amir receives 
senior officials 
KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah yester-
day received at Bayan Palace His Highness
the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. HH also received
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem. HH later received Acting Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, who was
escorting the visiting Foreign Minister from
Lebanon Gebran Bassil. Bassil handed a let-
ter from Lebanese President Michel Aoun to
HH the Amir, enclosed with an invitation to
the Arab development and economic summit
in January. —KUNA

Speaker Al-Ghanem
arrives in Turkey 
for Eurasia meeting
ANTALYA: Kuwait’s National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali
Al-Ghanem, heading a delegation, arrived yesterday in Antalya,
Turkey, to partake in the third meeting of the Speakers of the
Eurasia countries. The Kuwaiti parliament speaker is responding
to an official invitation by his Turkish counterpart, Binali Yildirim. 

The Kuwaiti delegation was welcomed at the airport by
Deputy Governor of Antalya, Aydin Ergun, Kuwaiti Ambassador
to Turkey Ghassan Al-Zawawi, Third Consul in Istanbul
Mohammad Al-Mohammad and other embassy personnel.
Speaker Al-Ghanem is set to give a speech at the event that is due
to address economic, environmental and sustainable development
issues amongst Eurasia member countries. The delegation
includes the parliamentary caucus undersecretary, MP Rakan Al-
Nisf, his fellow legislators Safaa Al-Hashem, Mohammad Al-Dallal,
Thamer Al-Suwait and Dr Humoud Al-Khudair. —KUNA

Tunisian FM lauds 
Kuwait’s role 
in Arab action 
KUWAIT: Tunisia’s Foreign Minister Khemaies Jhinaoui
yesterday lauded his country’s “distinctive” relationship
with Kuwait, and praised His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s effective role in
activating joint Arab action. Jhinaoui made his remarks
to KUNA on the sidelines of his maiden visit to
Bulgaria since 1994. “The Tunisian-Kuwaiti ties did not
form on the spur of the moment, but have been deep-

rooted since Kuwait’s Independence in 1961”, he said.
President Beji Caid Essebsi recently sent his special

envoy to Kuwait to deliver a letter to HH the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, whom
Essebsi holds in great admiration, appreciation and
respect because of his humanitarian stances, said the
Tunisian minister. The letter is also part of the two lead-
ers’ ongoing consultations about ways to enhance and
boost bilateral ties in various fields, he noted, adding
that it also discusses a number of subjects such as the
recent development in critical situations in Arab coun-
tries. Meanwhile, Jhinaoui said his country would con-
tinue its consultations with all Arab states to assemble
Arab leaders’ opinions and coordinate them in order to
enable the forthcoming Arab Summit in Tunis from mak-
ing a quantum leap in inter-Arab relations. —KUNA 

Kuwait-based charity 
seeks to improve 
international ties 
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s International Islamic Charity
Organization (IICO) is eager to build a closer rapport
with international bodies in efforts to better serve
humanity, its chairman Abdullah Al-Matouq said yester-
day. Al-Matouq, who also serves as an advisor to
Kuwait’s Amiri Diwan, welcomed recent deals the IICO
sealed with the United Nations Development Program
(UNDP) to look after the victims of the conflicts in
Syria, Iraq and Sudan.

Speaking to the press after its meeting with the

director of the United Nations Human Settlements
Program (UN-Habitat) Zena Ahmad, alongside senior
UNDP advisors, Al-Matouq said that the Syrian
refugee crisis remains a perennial concern given the
enormity of the issue. “It is incumbent upon us to lend a
helping hand to our Arab and Muslim brothers who
have been victimized by war,” the Kuwaiti official
emphasized. He went on to say that Kuwait’s leader His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah has always made it his mission to keep peace
and security in the region intact.

The director of UN-Habitat revealed that the pro-
gram, which is seeking closer cooperation with Kuwait
to buoy development projects in war-torn Syria and
Iraq, encompasses 18 Arab nations. She thanked Kuwait
for the myriad of humanitarian endeavors the Gulf state
had recently undertaken, including a conference over
reconstruction in Iraq held this year. —KUNA

Kuwait addresses human 
capital at Bali meetings 
KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti delegation taking part in Annual
Meetings of the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
and the World Bank Group (WBG) will shed light on
the World Bank initiative on developing “the human
capital,” the Ministry of Finance said. The ministry said
in a press release issued yesterday that these meetings,
which kicked off early yesterday on Bali island,
Indonesia, would address various international eco-
nomic issues, namely the eradication of poverty.

The Kuwaiti delegation, headed by Minister of
Finance Nayef Al-Hajraf, will participate in a number of
meetings and workshops on boosting transparency and
professionalism in governmental financial management.
The delegation will also address to the new law for
budget preparation regulations and partake in a minis-
terial roundtable to discuss the WB initiative for devel-
oping “the human capital.” World Bank had announced
the Human Capital Project, genuinely designed to invest
in people to prepare countries for the economy of the
future. Stakeholders have affirmed that this approach
can be ensured through education, health, nutrition,
social protection and jobs. —KUNA

Bahrain thanks Kuwait, 
KSA, UAE for support
MANAMA: Bahrain thanked Kuwait, Saudi Arabia
and the United Arab Emirates yesterday for their
support for the country in all fields, namely at the
financial level. The Cabinet praised, in a press
release, the noble support that the three countries’
leaderships provided Bahrain with, reflecting the
strong relations among GCC countries. 

It lauded the brotherly stance by the three coun-
tries’ governments; inking “the framework prepara-
tions for financial cooperation” with the Bahraini
leadership. The press release said Bahrain’s Prime
Minister Prince Salman Al-Khalifa ordered all
Ministers and government institutions to be commit-
ted to the financial balancing program. 

The scheme is designed to boost financial sustain-
ability and government services, thus speeding up
the pace of full-scale development, in tandem with
domestic economic growth. Finance Ministers of
these Gulf countries had signed the financial frame-
work agreement, with a contribution amounting to
ten billion dollars — in the form of soft and easy
loans to ensure Bahrain’s financial stability.  —KUNA
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Owls crucial for environment and
biodiversity, says Q8 Owl Team 

Eastern cultures have misplaced beliefs about owls 

CAIRO: Chairman of
Kuwait’s Supreme
Judicial Council and
the Cassation Court,
and President of the
Constitutional Court,
Justice Yousef Al-
Mutawaa, stressed yes-
terday on the impor-
tance of voting in
Kuwait’s elections.
Justice Al-Mutawaa was speaking to KUNA on the
sidelines of an international conference, titled “Voting
in the elections, between right and duty.” The conven-
tion, held in cooperation with the Arab Union of
Administrative Judiciary and Venice Commission —
Europe Council, is sponsored by Egyptian President
Abdelfatah Al-Sisi.

“Participating in the elections represents important
legal and constitutional aspects and is considered to be
the entrance to the correct practice of democracy,” he
said. “This conference addresses a lot of these legal and
religious questions,” Al-Mutawaa said. Al-Mutawaa
added that Kuwait’s participation in this conference
came through an invitation from the Egyptian Judicial
Council and that Kuwait remains a member of the Arab
Union of Administrative Judiciary. The chief judge Al-
Mutawaa was accompanied by a number of colleagues
in the field during the conference. — KUNA 

Chief Judge stresses
on importance of 
partaking in elections

KUWAIT: Owls, with their unique features
and abilities, are very important for the
environment and biodiversity, said a num-
ber of Kuwaiti officials and enthusiasts
dedicated to the protection and preserva-
tion of the nocturnal birds. In this regard,
head of the “Q8 Owl Team” Osama Al-
Enizi told KUNA yesterday that such birds
are very vital
for preserving
the bio system.

He said that
the seven
species of owls
in the country
maintain eco-
logical balance
and the natural
b i o l o g i c a l
cycle through
the consump-
tion of rodents and other animals. The “Q8
Owl Team”, the first of its kind in the
Middle East, mainly focuses on protecting
the bird from harm and making sure that
their numbers do not dwindle drastically,
affirmed Al-Enizi.

Meanwhile, Anwar Al-Rifae, deputy
head of the team founded in 2016 said that
some eastern cultures have misplaced
beliefs about owls, indicating that the birds
have always been associated with bad

omens or unfortunate events. “The team
seeks to debunk such views and show the
valuable nature of owls” said Al-Rifae who
reaffirmed that the team’s main goal is to
protect the bird from abuse.

Regarding the services offered by the
team, he said they provide assistance to
those who wish to acquire owls legally,

adding that
they also focus
on preventing
any shady pur-
chases of owls,
whether it is
done online or
elsewhere. He
pointed out
that the team
also offers to
train newly-
acquired owls,

as well as treat those injured during hunt-
ing mishaps.

On the other hand, the head of the
Kuwait ‘Environmental Lenses Team’
Rashed Al-Haji warned of the decreasing
number of certain owl species in Kuwait.
These have come about due to the
destruction of their environment, the elimi-
nation of food resources and the illegal
trade of owl chicks. Al-Haji affirmed that
necessary actions should be undertaken to

prevent harming owls or else the birds will
become endangered in Kuwait.

In regards to the best measures to pro-
tect owls, Director of Biodiversity
Conservation Department at Environment
Public Authority (EPA) Abdullah Al-Zaidan
said that there are laws in Kuwait to prevent
the illegal trade of animals and birds as well

as protection against harm to any helpless
creature. “Adequate punishment should
include a year-long prison sentence, a fine
between KD 500 to 5,000 or both”
stressed Al-Zaidan who indicated that the
EPA would regularly launch campaigns and
inspections to protect and preserve rare
animals and birds, including owls. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommunications com-
pany in Kuwait, announced Abdullah Musallam Al Enzi
as the winner of the Gold Bar prize worth KD 6,900
as part of its latest promotional campaign ‘Score with
Zain’, which continues to offer customers the chance
to win the BMW X6 mega prize at the end of the
campaign. Zain launched this campaign as part of its
continuous efforts to offer its customers the latest
innovative solutions in the world of Value Added
Services. The company is always keen on offering the
best and most advanced services to the largest family
of subscribes in Kuwait.  

As soon as a customer subscribes to the Score with
Zain service, they will automatically enter the draw for
a chance to win the BMW X6 M Pack mega prize at
the end of the campaign. Score with Zain offers cus-
tomers informative sports content and exclusive
videos through SMS on a daily basis, including facts
about the best athletes, the most exciting tourna-

ments, and the most important sporting events around
the world. Customers can subscribe to the service by
sending “Win” to 99915 for 150 fils daily only, giving
them the chance to enter the draw on the mega prize
at the end of the campaign. 

Zain strives to offer customers the latest services
and solutions in the world of Value Added Services, all
with the aim of surpassing customers’ expectations.

The company will continue leading the market by
launching unprecedented services, products, and
solutions in addition to value added services geared at
maintaining its leading position in Kuwait. Zain
launched this exciting promotional campaign to rein-
force its leadership position and its pledge in offering
the best products and services to meet its customers’
personal and professional telecommunications needs.

Abdullah Al Enzi receiving his Gold Bar prize

LONDON: The UK’s Department for International
Trade yesterday welcomed Simon Penney in the new
role of Her Majesty’s Trade Commissioner (HMTC) for
the Middle East Afghanistan and Pakistan (MEAP).
Appointed by the UK’s Secretary of State for
International Trade, Dr Liam Fox, the former banking
chief executive becomes the most senior UK trade fig-
ure to be based in the MEAP region.  

In this new role, Penney will drive the UK’s trade
and investment ambitions across the region, overseeing
trade promotion and investment, trade policy and
export finance. HMTC will lead the Department for
International Trade teams in twelve markets, working
to connect companies and governments in the region
with cutting-edge UK technology and innovation,
helping them deliver against their countries’ transfor-

mation agendas. 
Speaking of his role, new HMTC for MEAP, Simon

Penney, said: “The UK’s trading relationship with the
region is already strong, but its true potential has not
yet been tapped.  We want to work in partnership with
businesses and governments to identify opportunities
for greater collaboration.  This could be in traditional
sectors of energy and infrastructure, but also in sectors
which are key to transformation. Healthcare and life sci-
ences, education, creative services and technology are
sectors where UK innovation has much to contribute.” 

HM Ambassador to Kuwait said: “I am delighted by
the appointment of Simon Penney as Her Majesty’s
Trade Commissioner.  With his rich private sector
experience he is already bringing added value to
HMG’s effort to support British business in exciting
and growing markets like Kuwait.  British businesses
are working with Kuwaiti partners across a wide spec-
trum in taking forward Kuwait’s ambitious National
Development Plan and delivering Vision 2035.  Trade
and investment are growing, British exports have
increased by 23 per cent year on year, and I believe
there is potential for faster growth over the next few
years. The British Embassy and its team from the
Department for International Trade (DIT) stands ready
to support British businesses, large and small, to seize
the opportunities out there.”

The UK’s trade with the MEAP region was £45bn in

2017/18, of which £29.5bn
was related to the export
of goods and services. In
2017 UK exports to
Kuwait amounted to
£2.1bil l ion. Of all  UK
exports to Kuwait in 2017,
£596million (28.8%) were
goods and £1.5bil l ion
(71.2%) were services.
The GCC is the UK’s 4th
largest export market for goods outside of the EU
after the US, China and Hong Kong. Penney’s appoint-
ment follows the formation of a dedicated regional UK
Export Finance team in the UAE earlier this year and
signals the strategic importance of this region to the
UK. Simon Penney is one of nine regional HMTCs
appointed by the UK government across the globe.
Before his appointment as HM Trade Commissioner,
Simon Penney spent many years in the banking sector
with extensive experience leading Corporate and
Financial Institution Groups and teams across, the
Middle East, Europe, Africa and Asia.  Simon has held
roles in the Middle East with First Gulf Bank and
Royal Bank of Scotland, prior to which he was with
ABN AMRO Bank in South Africa and the UK. He has
also worked in consulting at PwC and in project
finance. —provided by British Embassy of Kuwait 

UK’s Department for 
International Trade 
welcomes Simon
Penney 

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for
Applied Education and Training
(PAAET) announced yesterday that it
received academic approval from over
ten educational programs supervised by
the American Accreditation Board for
Engineering and Technology (ABET).
Dean of technological studies at the
PAAET Dr Abdullah Al-Mazroui, said in
a statement that this achievement was
proof that these programs fulfilled all the
terms and conditions for students to
graduate and confidentially enter the
business world in the fields of science
and technology.

Al-Mazroui said that an ABET team,
currently in the country, praised during
their visit to PAAET the academic pro-
grams and showed in their primary

report that
they deserve
academic cre-
dential. The
approved pro-
grams are:
Technology of
construction,
technology of
m e c h a n i c a l
power, tech-
nology of air conditioning, technology of
industrial chemistry, technology of refin-
ery operation, technology of electricity
and distribution, technology of electrical
machines, technology of electronic com-
munication, technology of industrial engi-
neering and technology of engineering oil
production and exportation. — KUNA 

Justice Yousef 
Al-Mutawaa

Dr Abdullah
Al-Mazroui

Simon Penney

Education official:
Students are prepared
to be effective
KUWAIT: “The Ministry of Education is doing its best to
equip all graduated students with the necessary knowl-
edge and skills to play an effective role at the local and
international levels. Based on the Kuwait Vision strategy,
the ministry devotes special attention to developing man-
power and creating a sustainable and adequate environ-
ment to empower graduates to be leader’s in international
scientific fields” said the ministry sciences guide
Abdulhamid Al-Kanderi.

He was addressing an educational gathering about pro-
grams and activities by “sustainable schools,” held by the
“Students environmental center”. “The prime goal at the
national level is ensuring a prosperous and sustainable
future featuring long term priorities; through programs
and strategic schemes designed to attain the highest level
of development towards achieving the New Kuwait Vision”
Al-Kanderi said.

Meanwhile, Reem Al-Jassem, from Kuwait
Municipality’s environmental education department, point-
ed towards the municipality’s efforts to promote student
awareness in the conservation of the environment. The
municipality will publish leaflets, booklets and organize
seminars and workshops about the topic. For her part, Dr
Nadia Al-Mahmoud of the Ministry of Health said the
national sustainable strategy covers all state departments,
noting that the MoH role in this approach is encouraging
the citizens to shift to healthier living habits. — KUNA

PAAET receives recognition
from US Accreditation Board 

KUWAIT: Chairman and Director General of
Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) Sheikh Mubarak
Al-Duaij Al-Ibrahim Al-Sabah recently received
the Ambassador of Kyrgyzstan to the country
Samargyul Adamkulova, as media cooperation
and enhancing bilateral relations at all levels were
discussed. Ambassador Adamkulova praised, dur-
ing the reception, the outstanding media role
played by KUNA in providing accurate informa-
tion on various types and areas of news.
Meanwhile, Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij also
received South Korean Ambassador to Kuwait
Hong Young-ki, as they discussed ways of boost-
ing media promotion in light of the cooperation

agreement between KUNA and the Korean News
Agency (Yonhap). Hong stressed the importance
of the role played by the media in supporting
diplomatic relations between countries, praising
KUNA’s efforts in boosting the bilateral relations.

For his part, Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij stressed
on the keenness of KUNA to cooperate with vari-
ous media institutions of brotherly and friendly

countries in order to deepen communication lev-
els and acquaint itself with different cultures and
civilizations. The receptions were attended by
KUNA Deputy Director General for
Administrative, Financial and Communications’
Affairs Abdulhameed Malik as well as KUNA’s
Deputy Director General for Editorial Sector and
Editor-in-Chief Saad Al-Ali.  — KUNA 

KUNA chief 
discusses media
with S Korea,
Kyrgyzstan

KUWAIT: Chairman and Director General of Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij
Al-Ibrahim Al-Sabah receives South Korean Ambassador to Kuwait Hong Young-ki. — KUNA photos 
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KUWAIT: Yachts being moored in a marina at dawn. — KUNA photo 

MPW affirms 
the importance 
of women’s role 
in Kuwaiti society
KUWAIT: Kuwait Minister of Public Works and Minister
of State for Municipal Affairs Hussam Al-Roumi affirmed
on Sunday the importance of Kuwaiti women’s role in

society, as they have many
achievements in various
fields. Al-Roumi said in a
speech on the sidelines of
a ceremony organized by
the Workers’  Union of
Kuwait Municipal ity to
honor the Women’s
Working Committee as
part of a campaign to pro-
mote women’s r ights,
“Kuwaiti women’s efforts
has no limit.”

The Minister noted that
His Highness the Amir

Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah has praised
the efforts and performances of the employees working in
the Municipality of Kuwait.”The development witnessed
by the Municipality is still below the level of our ambi-
tions because we are confident of even greater work by

the national cadre in the Municipality, where they have
recently completed the first stage of computerized
process,” he added.

He pointed out that Kuwait Municipality is in the

process of starting the second phase of computerizing
the municipal work and then start the third and final
phase, which will contribute significantly to the elimina-
tion of corruption. For his part, Chairman of the Workers’

Union of Kuwait Municipality Mohammad Al-Arada
thanked the members of the Women’s Committee for their
hard work and contribution to honoring the demands of
women working in the Municipality of Kuwait. — KUNA 

Hussam Al-Roumi 

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti authorities have handed over to
Egypt the lid of a rare antique coffin that had been
smuggled into the Gulf state last March. The vintage
casket lid was given to the Egyptian embassy yesterday
after Kuwait’s National
Council for Culture, Arts and
Letters completed a probe
into how the relic was smug-
gled into the country, the
director general of the govern-
ment body Dr Sultan Al-
Duweish told KUNA. He
emphasized that national laws
strictly prohibit the looting of
antiquities given the fact that
such historic treasures consti-
tute an integral part of any
nation’s culture.

The Kuwaiti official went on to say that the country
will never be involved in the “black market trade in
antiquities”, citing numerous deals sealed with the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) to bring that goal to fruition.
Egypt’s Ambassador to Kuwait Tareq Al-Qouni

thanked Kuwaiti authorities for their efforts to ensure
that the precious coffin lid is returned safely and to its
place of origin. 

He added that the endeavor is a testament to the
amity the two Arab nations
have long enjoyed, urging
Kuwaiti nationals to
eschew the illicit trade in
cultural property that has
thrived in many parts of
the world. The results of
the aforementioned probe
indicate that the casket lid
is believed to have
belonged to a sarcopha-
gus, a decorative coffin in
which ancient Egyptiana
buried their dead.

Numerous international conventions explicitly state that
the smuggling of antiquities is tantamount to a crime
against humanity, Al-Qouni added, saying that Kuwaiti
authorities went above and beyond to make sure that
their Egyptian counterparts regain possession of the
stolen relic.  — KUNA 

Kuwait returns the smuggled 
Pharaoh-esque artifact to Egypt 

Historic treasures constitute an integral part of any nation’s culture

KUWAIT: Kuwait returns smuggled Pharaoh-esque artifact to Egypt. — KUNA 

National laws
strictly prohibit

the looting of
antiquities
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Ihave always believed, and I continue to believe,
that expats play a vital role in our society, and I
have always written about expat rights with as

much honesty as possible, because I believe for
Kuwait to be a better place, we need to have a bal-
anced society and economy. Rights that I have not
discussed as much though are rights that expats
have once they leave Kuwait. Unfortunately, it
seems that it has not been easy for expats to retire
in Kuwait even if they have lived here for their entire
working lives. They can’t own a house (with ease, as
there have been exceptions and new regulations on
the matter); expats also need to continue to renew
their residencies very often. 

Question: I have decided to leave Kuwait after
living and working here for 25 years - what precau-
tions should I take when leaving?

Fajr: My advice would be to make sure that you
have closed everything - if there are no ongoing
disputes or potential disputes, then you can close
your bank accounts, terminate all contracts you
have such as phone or Internet bills and so on. 

If on the other hand you have an ongoing dispute
or face a potential dispute or even ongoing obliga-
tions such as contracts, then make sure you give a
power of attorney to someone you trust - whether a
lawyer or a friend - so they can handle issues on
your behalf even if you aren’t in Kuwait.

If you have contracts or obligations, as
explained, for example a car payment plan, then it is
best you get an expert to review your contracts to
advise you on how to terminate the contact with the
least obligations possible. 

I hope the above is helpful.

For questions or queries, please email us at
info@ftl-legal.com.

Moving out of
Kuwait as an expat

By Attorney Fajer Ahmed

Legalese

GBK empowering youth
through Fikra Program

Gulf Bank is sponsoring the 4th edition of the Fikra Program 
KUWAIT: Gulf Bank has
announced, for the third consecu-
tive year, its gold sponsorship for
the 4th edition of the Fikra
Program. Built on the goal to create
an innovative and entrepreneurial
generation, the program equips the
youth in Kuwait with essential busi-
ness skills and knowledge required
to succeed and develop their own
businesses ideas.  This year’s pro-
gram was announced during a press
conference on the 7 October 2018
at Al Hamra Business Towers.

Ahmed Al Amir, Assistant General
Manager for External
Communication, Gulf Bank, said:
“There is a great deal of business
potential among the youth of Kuwait,
so our collaboration with Fikra
Program is valuable to provide
aspiring entrepreneurs with the
steps to build their business careers
and help turn exciting ideas into
realistic business ventures. We are
excited to welcome Kuwait’s entre-
preneurs to support and guide them
through their journey and bring them
closer to their business dreams.”

Fikra Program was launched in
2015 as a corporate social responsi-

bility program. It is an intensive
entrepreneurship training program
open to the country’s youth graduat-
ed with any major who can apply
individually or in a team. Providing
one-to-one mentorship for guidance
and support as well as business
training through workshops and field

trips. Applications for the Fikra
Program can be found online on
www.fikraprogram.com and will be
accepted until 11 November 2018.
For further details about Gulf Bank
initiatives, please visit the Bank’s
website: www.e-gulfbank.com or its
social media accounts.

Ahmed Al Amir, Assistant General Manager for External Communication
at Gulf Bank, speaking during the press conference. 

KUWAIT: National Guard undersecretary, Lt General
Hashem Al-Refa’e received a team from the ‘Amniyaa’
initiative to recycle plastic and other wastes at his
office yesterday. The team included members Farah
Sha’ban and Sana’ Al-Qemlas. Speaking on the occa-

sion, Al-Refa’e stressed that recycling plastic benefits
the entire society through turning it into other row
materials used in various industries. He also
announced that a communal partnership would be
signed with the initiatives team on November 11, 2018. 

National Guard receives team
from ‘Amniyaa’ initiative 

By Noha Abdulrahim Al-Awadi 

“What do
y o u
mean,

‘progressive’”? That
was the only question
my mother asked her
neurologist at Johns
Hopkins Hospital in
the summer of 2009
when she was finally
diagnosed. After five
years of paying visits
to ophthalmologists,
neurologists, speech
pathologists, obste-
tricians and ENT specialists, where she received mis-
diagnosis after misdiagnosis, my mother finally had a
name for what was happening to her. 

The falls - while crossing a busy London street,
while getting off a shuttle bus at the airport, while
going down the two front steps on the night of her
son’s engagement, and so many more. 

The change in speech - despite her bilingual flu-
ency, my mother had a gradual inability to articu-
late the words that were clear in her mind, and a
slurring of speech that compounded her inability to
express herself. 

The change in vision - complaints of flashes of
light, less automatic blinking and a fixed stare that
steadily become worse over time. 

“What do you mean, ‘progressive’”? 
That was the only question my mother asked her

neurologist here in Kuwait during early 2011. Echoing
the fears she voiced two years ago when diagnosed,
she still wanted to know what to expect, and what
the future held for her. She wanted to know what
would happen. 

Progressive Supra-Nuclear Palsy. A cruel disease,
with no known cure. Usually gone undiagnosed for
several years, or misdiagnosed for even longer, it is a
rare neurological condition affecting 3-6 people out
of every 100,000 worldwide. My beautiful mother
was one of those people. Mama was diagnosed at age
55, well before the average age of onset. She lived for
eight more years following her diagnosis, loved and
cared for by her husband, children and grandchildren. 

My mother, and in turn, our family, eventually
understood what ‘progressive’ meant. We learned
firsthand how this terrible disease would rob my natu-
rally soft-spoken and reserved mother of her ability
to speak, to walk and to swallow. Throughout it all, for
the duration of her journey with PSP, she remained
strong. I believe that power dually stemmed from her
unwavering strength of character, and her faith in a
cure. She truly believed that a medical breakthrough
could take place during her lifetime. That she would
not have to ride this disease out to the end. 

She died on the afternoon of October 9, 2017.
Today is the one-day anniversary of Mama’s passing.
If more awareness existed about Progressive Supra-
Nuclear Palsy, patients could be diagnosed earlier.
With more funding for neurodegenerative diseases,
scientific research could possibly make a break-
through and a cure could be found. 

In honor of my mother’s life, please help me spread
the word and create awareness about Supra-Nuclear
Palsy. Both PSP.org and PSPAssociation.org.uk are
great resources for patients, caregivers and physi-
cians, alike. 

In honor of my mother’s life, please consider visit-
ing either of these websites and making a donation
towards crucial medical research to help find a cure
for PSP and other prime of life brain diseases.  With
all of my heart, I pray that other patients and their
families never have to endure the pain and heartache
we collectively suffered as a family, as we painstak-
ingly, alongside Mama, discovered what ‘progressive’
means. 

noha.alawadi@gmail.com 

Mama’s legacy 

KUWAIT: Director of Kuwait Municipal Council
Osama Al-Otaibi affirmed yesterday importance of
taking into consideration requirements of people with
special needs in all the council’s projects. In a special
board session to discuss this issue, Al-Otaibi said the
meeting was held to ensure these people obtain all
their rights as citizens, including housing projects,
designed to suit their needs.”In this regard, a proposal
to increase construction space for special needs’ peo-
ple is being revised now and will be put into action
soon,” he added.

On her part, head of the team charged to follow up
on issues of the handicapped, Suad Al-Fares, expressed
her gratitude to the council for including special servic-
es that suit the needs of disabled people as part of con-
struction projects. “These services will facilitate their
movement in and outside their houses, at residential
areas, government institutions, shopping centers, enter-

tainment places and public parks” Al-Fares said.
Deputy Director General for Education and
Rehabilitation Services at the Public Authority for the
Disability Affairs, Anwar Al-Ansari, spoke about the
authority’s services including financial support for the
handicapped.

Al-Ansari clarified that a team of experts, including
engineers from both governmental and private sectors,
was formed to study building architectural standards
with the aim of facilitating the movement of the dis-
abled. In accordance with Law No 8/2010 on persons
with disabilities, the authority seeks to increase the
number of rehabilitation centers for people with special
needs in residential areas, asking the municipal council
to allocate land to help them establish these centers.

For his part, Chairman of the independent committee
for the disabled in the Municipal Council Dr Hasan
Kamal said “we recognize the needs of those people
and so, we attach great importance to meeting their
requirements in construction planning.” Several bodies
working in the field of disability submitted to the
municipal council a number of requests for safety of
movement and access to public buildings, departments,
ministries, institutions, roads, streets, corridors and
sidewalks. They also applied for establishment of
schools, clubs, hospitals and parks to make movement
of people with disabilities easier. — KUNA 

Municipal Council
discusses needs of 
disabled people

KUWAIT: Municipal Council in a special board session.  — KUNA 

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: KFSD launched its new fleet of fire motorcycles
to improve their response times. There were six motorcy-
cles during the launch and will be added to the previous
fleet. This launch comes at the instructions of Director
General Lt General Khalid Al-Mikrad. Meanwhile the head
of the backup center Lt Colonel Hamad Al-Rashid said the
new cycles are fitted with modern five extinguishers which
enable the firemen to fight the blaze for a longer time. 

Laborer injured 
KFSD received a call about the fall of a laborer who

was working on the roof of a building. A rescue team

found that the laborer fell on a pile of steel rods so they
had to be cut to reach the man. He was immediately
rushed to the hospital. Elsewhere, KFSD men rescued
two children who were inside a car for little more than
half an hour. The car was locked and the keys were inside
so the glass was smashed in order to open the door. A
fireman injured his hand while breaking the glass and was
taken to Al-Saqer health center for treatment.

Officers honored 
The Assistant Interior Ministry Undersecretary for

Reform Establishments and Sentences Implementation
Major General Farraj Al-Zoubi honored several officers from
the sector for their recent efforts and excellent performance.

KFSD launches fleet of fire motorcycles 

Eman Al-Faqihi passed
away a year ago
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JERUSALEM: Aqal passes to Aqal, who finds Aqal in
space out wide. He squares to Aqal, who smashes home a
strike, sending the crowd of yet more family members into
hysterics. The match inside Jerusalem’s walled Old City
was part of a month-long football tournament in which the
largest Palestinian families play each other to be dubbed
champions of the city. Building on the inaugural tourna-
ment two years ago, participants say this year’s event
holds particular symbolism after US President Donald
Trump’s controversial recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s
capital. Palestinians saw the December decision as an
attempt to deny their claims to the disputed city. They
view its eastern sector, where the Old City is located, as
the capital of their future state.

For players and fans, the tournament is a defiant display
of Palestinian pride-and footballing skill. “We feel this is
our land, so we want to stress we are the owners of the
land by having a Palestinian tournament here,” organizer
Muntaser Edkaidek said. It is also a display of family ties
that informally govern east Jerusalem’s 300,000
Palestinians. In Jerusalem, family history is often entwined
with the city’s unique religious and political heritage. The
Khaldis claim to be descendants of one of the Prophet
Mohammed’s closest companions. 

The Joudehs and Nuseibehs, both Muslim families, have
for centuries safeguarded the keys to the church in the Old
City built where Jesus Christ is believed to have been cru-
cified and then buried. Israel occupied east Jerusalem

along with the West Bank in the 1967 Six-Day War and
later declared the entire city its united capital. Since then,
Palestinians say they have been denied the full range of
rights and benefits given to Jewish citizens. More than
200,000 Israelis now live in mostly modern, newly built
blocs east of the 1967 armistice line-decried as illegal set-

tlements by the international community, but thriving and
growing under Israeli law. 

No Messis
The Old City is only one square kilometer, but hosts

some of the holiest sites in Christianity, Islam and Judaism.
It is also a functioning neighborhood of more than 35,000
people, with homes, schools and shops tightly packed in.
Reaching the match involves winding through labyrinthine

streets before the road opens onto a floodlit fake grass
pitch flanked by the 16th-century walls of the Old City. A
single stand can host a hundred or so fans.

The Abu Sneihehs-reigning champions and possibly the
largest of Jerusalem clans, with thousands bearing the sur-
name-were knocked out in the first round, raising hopes for
less renowned names. The Aqals, a relatively small family,
are taking on the far larger Sanuqurats in the second round.
Before the match, the referee checks documents-without
the right surname you can’t even enter the pitch. One of the
team’s two Mohammeds, a burly striker whose look is more
mechanic than Messi, has forgotten his ID and is temporari-
ly barred. “Will a picture of it do?” he pleads, waving one
on a mobile phone. On the side of the pitch is a six-foot
(1.8-metre) picture of one of the tournament’s founders. 

He was arrested a year ago by Israeli police and jailed
for involvement in an organization which claims to protect
the al-Aqsa mosque compound, located not far away in
the Old City, Israeli media reports said. Israeli security
forces did not respond to a request regarding the case, but
the state says the al-Aqsa Youth group is linked to banned
Islamist movement Hamas. The al-Aqsa compound, which
hosts the Dome of the Rock, is the third-holiest site for
Muslims and a key rallying point for Palestinian identity.
For Jews, it is built on the Temple Mount, their holiest site.
Organizers said police showed up on October 2 and
removed the picture. Israeli police did not respond to
requests for information.

‘Children of Jerusalem’ 
On the pitch, the Aqals take an early lead but are quick-

ly pegged back. The standard is not much better than
average pick-up games across the world, but the crowd
loves it. Hamzy Abedy is not even really watching-instead
facing towards the 25 hardcore members of the extended
Aqal family, orchestrating them in ever more vociferous
chants. “We are all children of Jerusalem, so I brought all
the team with me,” he laughs, pointing at the frenzied
teenagers. Other participants said the tournament helped
them meet members of their extended family. Just as the
city they battle over is contested, there are also concerns
over their pitch. An Israeli court could yet decide to build
more than 20 Israeli settlement homes in the vicinity,
although there have been no developments in the case for
several years, Aviv Tatarsky from the Ir Amim anti-settle-
ment NGO said.

Yet it still concerns Palestinian residents worried about
being swallowed by Jewish expansion into east Jerusalem.
Abedy said Trump’s recognition of Jerusalem made
Palestinians more determined to remain in the city. “Trump
is talking into the wind,” he said after the match. “He is not
able to cancel our existence. We are here.” The Aqals run
out 6-1 victors, with Mohammed scoring one and setting
up another two. “Sport is the best thing to unify the
Arabs,” he said, carrying his toddler away from the pitch.
“All the families will meet together and know each other.
The whole world loves football.” — AFP 

Palestinian families play political football
Symbolic match played inside Jerusalem’s walled Old City

SYDNEY: The head of US Marines in
Australia’s tropical north has been stood
down “due to a loss of trust and confi-
dence” after being charged with drink-dri-
ving, the military confirmed yesterday.
Colonel James Schnelle was relieved of his
command after telling his superiors he was
“pulled over... by the Northern Territory
Police for suspected driving under the
influence” in the city of Darwin last month,
a US Marine Corps spokesman told AFP.
Darwin Local Court was told yesterday
that Schnelle failed a random breath test in
the early hours of September 30. 

The Australian Broadcasting
Corporation reported that Schnelle was
driving home from a restaurant and bar in

Darwin at the time. “This is a man of very
high character, he has no convictions any-
where in the world and has contributed
immensely to society,” the national broad-
caster quoted Schnelle’s lawyer as telling
the court. “The US Marines are going to
deal with him very harshly,” he said. The
decorated officer was fined Aus$500
(US$353) for medium-range drink-driving
and had his driving licence suspended for
six months, a court official said. No con-
viction was recorded, she said. Schnelle
said in a statement yesterday that his
actions “should not overshadow” the
achievements of the Marines’ deployment.

“I am personally responsible for the
poor judgment exhibited... and concur
with the subsequent relief,” he said,
adding that he had “absolute respect” for
Australian laws. Some 1,587 Marines are
currently serving a six-month deployment
in Darwin in an annual arrangement
between long-time defense all ies
Washington and Canberra. The deploy-
ments, part of Washington’s strategic
“rebalance” to the Asia-Pacific, come as
Beijing flexes its economic and military
muscles in the region. — AFP

JERUSALEM: Palestinian football players compete against each other during a second-round match in a month-long tournament pitting together Jerusalem’s largest Palestinian families, in the Burj Luqluq part of Jerusalem’s Old City. — AFP 

Defiant 
display of 

Palestinian
pride

US ‘needs answers’ 
on Saudi journalist
WASHINGTON: The United States should “demand answers” from
Saudi Arabia about the disappearance and alleged killing of journalist
Jamal Khashoggi, The Washington Post said late Sunday-and punish the
kingdom if cooperation is lacking. Khashoggi, a contributor to the Post
who has been critical of Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman,
vanished after an appointment with Saudi officials on Tuesday at the
consulate in Istanbul.  A Turkish government source has said that police
believe the journalist was murdered-a claim denied by Riyadh. “The
United States must now make a concerted effort to determine all the
facts about Mr Khashoggi’s disappearance,” the Post said in an editorial,
imploring Washington to “demand answers, loud and clear.”

Noting that President Donald Trump has treated Prince Mohammed
as a “favored ally,” the newspaper said the kingdom now should recip-
rocate with information about Khashoggi’s whereabouts. “If the crown
prince does not respond with full cooperation, Congress must, as a first
step, suspend all military cooperation with the kingdom,” the Post said.
The newspaper called on Turkey to reveal any evidence that it has about
Khashoggi’s alleged murder, and to “spare no avenue to investigate.”

It also said that Riyadh should explain the presence of about 15
Saudi nationals, some of them officials, who traveled to Istanbul and
were at the consulate at the same time as Khashoggi. “We are hoping
against hope that Mr Khashoggi is unharmed and will soon return to his
writing desk,” the Post said. “If the reports of his murder prove true,
grief must be accompanied by accountability for those who carried out

the murder and those who ordered it.” Khashoggi, 59, is a former gov-
ernment advisor who has criticized some of Prince Mohammed’s policies
and Riyadh’s intervention in the war in Yemen. He has lived in the United
States since last year to avoid possible arrest, and has written a series of
columns for the Post on Saudi affairs. — AFP 

US Marines
chief stood
down over 
drink-driving

ISTANBUL: A girl holds a picture of missing journalist Jamal Khashoggi
during a demonstration in front of the Saudi Arabian consulate yester-
day in Istanbul. — AFP 
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Pakistan court hears last appeal 
of a Christian facing blasphemy 

Islamists warn of ‘terrible consequences’ 
ISLAMABAD: A hardline Pakistani Islamist group has
warned of “terrible consequences” if a Christian woman
sentenced to death for blasphemy is granted leniency in an
appeal heard yesterday, a case that has drawn global
headlines and indignation. Asia Bibi, a mother of four, in
2010 became the first woman to be sentenced to death
under Pakistan’s draconian blasphemy laws. She appealed
to the Supreme Court which concluded proceedings yes-
terday but reserved its judgment. The court did not specify
when it would announce a ruling. 

Her case has outraged Christians worldwide and been a
source of division within Pakistan, where two politicians
who sought to help Bibi were assassinated, including
Punjab governor Salman Taseer, who was shot by his own
bodyguard. The ultra-religious Tehreek-e-Labaik Pakistan
(TLP) party, which makes punishing blasphemy its main
campaign rallying cry and lionizes the bodyguard who
killed Taseer, warned the court against any “concession or
softness” for Bibi.

“If there is any attempt to hand her over to a foreign
country, there will be terrible consequences,” TLP said in a
statement. Insulting Islam’s prophet is punishable by death
under Pakistani law, and blasphemy accusations stir such
emotions that they are almost impossible to defend
against. Dozens have been killed following blasphemy
claims, sometimes by mobs of men.

TLP won more than two million votes in the July 25
elections, though it has no parliamentarians in the
National Assembly and only holds two provincial seats.
But it wields outsized influence due to street power of its
die-hard supporters.

In November, TLP staged a crippling blockade of the
capital after a tweak to a religious oath, which it claims
was tantamount to blasphemy. Seven people were killed

and more than 200 wounded in clashes with the police and
TLP’s supporters only dispersed after striking a deal with
the military. In May, an extremist linked to TLP shot and
wounded Pakistan’s then-Interior Minister Ahsan Iqbal.
Bibi was sentenced to death for allegedly making deroga-

tory remarks about Islam after neighbors objected to her
drinking water from their glass because she was not
Muslim. Bibi has always denied blaspheming and her rep-
resentatives have claimed she was involved in a dispute
with her neighbors and that her accusers had contradicted
themselves.

Rights groups say the blasphemy law is increasingly
exploited by religious extremists as well as ordinary
Pakistanis to settle personal scores. The law does not
define blasphemy and evidence might not be reproduced
in court for fear of committing a fresh offence. “Aasia Bibi
has become a symbol of all that happens to religious
minorities where class and prejudice intersect and a dys-
functional justice system is unable to protect Pakistan’s
non-Muslim citizens,” the English-language Daily Times
said in an editorial yesterday.  — Reuters

Christians 
worldwide 

outraged 

SARAJEVO: Nationalist Milorad Dodik claimed victory
Sunday in the vote for the Serb seat of Bosnia’s tripar-
tite presidency, a post he will share with Muslim and
Croat leaders in a country splintered along ethnic lines.
The elevation of the hardliner to the top office lays bare
the nationalism haunting Bosnia more than two decades
after it was torn apart by war. Dodik is the longtime
leader of Bosnia’s Serb-majority Republika Srpska, one
of the country’s post-war entities.

He has previously threatened to hold a vote on the
region’s secession-a move that would unravel a deli-
cate arrangement that has kept peace since the 1992-
95 conflict. Now the firebrand will co-lead a country
he has referred to as a “failed concept”. “This victory
is as clean as a whistle,” Dodik announced from his
base in Banja Luka, the capital of the Serb-run entity.
He said he captured 56 percent of the vote, beating his
moderate rival Mladen Ivanic with 85 percent of the
ballots counted. 

The electoral commission confirmed Dodik’s lead,
announcing after midnight that he had 55.15 percent of
the vote after input from 43 percent of polling stations.
But the incumbent Ivanic claimed the race could not
yet be called. “We will wait for the report of our
observers to see if everything has gone well,” he said
in a televised statement. Meanwhile, the main Bosnian
Muslim party SDA, claimed a victory for its candidate
Sefik Dzaferovic in the three-person presidency. And
the Croat post went to Social Democrat Zeljko Komsic,
knocking out current president Dragan Covic from the
nationalist right.

Bosnia’s complex-and some say disfunctional-politi-
cal system is a relic of the 1990s war that saw Serbs,
Croats and Muslims turn on each other in brutal fash-
ion. The conflict left 100,000 dead, displaced millions
and wrecked the economy and infrastructure. The
peace accord that stopped the fighting sliced the coun-
try in two halves-one dominated by Serbs and the oth-
er home to Muslims and a Croat minority. Each “entity”
has its own government with a high level of autonomy.
They are held together by a relatively weak national
administration, headed by the tripartite presidency
which rotates between members every eight months. 

Divide and rule
As always ahead of elections, many politicians

leaned into nationalist rhetoric to court voters. During
the campaign Dodik repeated claims that Bosnia was
“not a state” and that its capital Sarajevo was “foreign
territory.”

After casting a ballot in his hometown Laktasi, the
Serb strongman said he would work with Bosnia’s
institutions but “solely in the interest and benefit of
Republika Srpska.” Dodik, who is vocally pro-Russian,
was blacklisted by the United States last year for
threatening Bosnia’s integrity. How he will approach his
new role remains to be seen. The most extreme sce-
nario would see him “work towards the decomposition
of Bosnia,” says Tanja Topic, a political analyst. After
voting, one of Dodik’s supporters in Laktasi, Jadranaka
Pavic, said she expected him to “go to Saraejevo to
fight (the others) there.” 

Among the population of 3.5 million, there is a per-
vasive sense of disillusionment with a political class
accused of clinging to power by stoking nationalism
instead of fixing economic woes. Monthly wages aver-
age around 430 euros while around one fifth of the
population is unemployed. “No party meets my expec-
tations as a citizen,” said Danica Odovic, a 47-year-old
bookseller outside a polling station in Banja Luka. She
added that she was voting only for “change... not
because I think the others are better.”

Experts say Bosnia’s unwieldy political structure
hampers progress on reforms and creates a space for
graft to run wild. According to Transparency
International, corruption is a serious problem at “all
levels of government”. “Most young people see their
future outside Bosnia,” said Zoran Kresic, an analyst.
Hearing these “same stories, messages of war and of
the impossibility of living together, demotivates people
from staying”, he added. — AFP

Nationalist Dodik 
claims Serb seat in 
Bosnia election

ISLAMABAD: A team member of Chaudhry Ghulam Mustafa (unseen), a Pakistani lawyer representing a petitioner
against a Christian mother Asia Bibi, carries legal books as they leave with his team the Supreme Court after the
final hearing in Islamabad yesterday.  — AFP 

Indonesia death 
toll nears 2,000
PALU: Nearly 2,000 bodies have been recovered from
Indonesia’s disaster-ravaged Palu city, an official said yes-
terday, as the search for victims ended at a hotel destroyed
in the powerful earthquake and tsunami. The death toll
from the twin disaster on Sulawesi island that erased
whole suburbs in Palu has reached 1,944, said local military
spokesman M Thohir. “That number is expected to rise,
because we have not received orders to halt the search for
bodies,” Thohir, who is also a member of the government’s
official Palu quake taskforce said.

Authorities have said as many as 5,000 are believed
missing in two hard-hit areas since the September 28 dis-
aster-indicating far more may have perished than the cur-
rent toll. Hopes of finding anyone alive have faded and the
search for survivors amid the wreckage has turned to
gathering and accounting for the dead. The disaster
agency said the official search for the unaccounted would
continue until October 11 at which point they would be
listed as missing, presumed dead.

But rescuers called off the search yesterday at Hotel
Roa-Roa, which was reduced to a tangled mess of twist-
ed rebar and smashed concrete by the force of the quake.
The hotel emerged as an early focus of efforts to extract
survivors, with seven people pulled alive from its man-
gled ruins in the immediate aftermath. But nobody else
was saved as the days passed, and optimism faded as
corpses surfaced from the wreckage. “The SAR (search
and rescue) operation at Hotel Roa-Roa has ended,
because we have searched the entire hotel and have not
found any more victims,” Bambang Suryo, SAR field
director in Palu, told AFP.

Agus Haryono, another SAR official at the scene who
confirmed the search was off, said 27 bodies were recov-
ered from the hotel including three pulled from the debris
Sunday. Among the confirmed dead were five paragliders
in Palu for a competition, including an Asian Games athlete
and a South Korean, the only known foreign victim in the
disaster.  Authorities believed the 80-room hotel was near
capacity when the district was ravaged by a 7.5 magnitude

quake and tsunami and estimated 50 to 60 people could
be trapped inside.

Mass graves 
Rescuers have struggled to extract bodies from the

wreckage of Palu, a job made worse as mud hardens and
bodies decompose in the tropical heat. The government
has said some flattened areas will be declared as mass
graves, and left untouched. Balaroa resident Sarjono
agreed with sealing off the obliterated neighborhood
where vast numbers of bodies are believed trapped
beneath the ruins. “But only if they help us relocate else-
where. If they don’t, where will we live?” the 50-year-old
told AFP near the debris of his former home. Gopal, whose
aunt and uncle were missing in Balaroa, picked through
wreckage knowing just days were left to find his loved
ones.

“Even if they (search teams) stop looking, we will still
try to find them ourselves,” said the 40-year-old who, like
many Indonesians, goes by one name. “When we can no

longer do it ourselves, we leave it to Allah.” Excavators
and rescuers combed Balaroa yesterday, where a massive
government housing complex was all but swallowed up by
the disaster. Officials say as many as 5,000 people were
feared buried at Balaroa and Petobo, another decimated
community. Petobo, a cluster of villages, was subsumed
when vibrations from the 7.5-magnitude quake turned soil
to quicksand-a process known as liquefaction.

Relief efforts have escalated to assist 200,000 people
in desperate need. Food and clean water remain in short
supply, and many are dependent entirely on handouts to
survive. Helicopters have been running supply drops to
more isolated communities outside Palu, where the full
extent of the damage is still not entirely clear. The Red
Cross said yesterday it had treated more than 1,800 peo-
ple at clinics and administered first aid to a similar number
in the immediate disaster zone. Indonesia sits along the
world’s most tectonically active region, and its 260 million
people are vulnerable to earthquakes, tsunamis and vol-
canic eruptions. — AFP 

PALU: The minaret (back left) of a mosque rests to one side amongst the devastation in the hard-hit area of Balaroa
in Palu yesterday, following the September 28 earthquake and tsunami.  —  AFP 

Doctor found guilty 
but not convicted in 
‘stolen baby’ case
MADRID: A court found an elderly former doctor guilty yes-
terday of taking a newborn away from her mother and giving
her to another woman under the Franco dictatorship but did
not convict him, in Spain’s first “stolen babies” trial. The
Madrid court ruled that Eduardo Vela could not be legally
convicted because Ines Madrigal, who was taken from her
biological mother in 1969, waited too long to file a complaint
against him.  Madrigal, now 49, said she would appeal the
decision at the Supreme Court. She is one of thousands of
babies who were removed from their mothers during and after
General Francisco Franco’s 1939-1975 rule in what became a
nationwide scandal. The mothers were told their babies had
died after birth and the newborns were adopted by infertile
couples, preferably close to the far-right regime, often with
the help of the Catholic Church.

‘Bittersweet’
“It’s bittersweet,” Madrigal told reporters at the court-

house. “We must use this decision as a trampoline... to get to
the Supreme Court.” Vela, who used to run a clinic, was the
first to stand trial for involvement in the baby trafficking
scandal. Prosecutors wanted the 85-year-old jailed for 11
years. But the court decided to “absolve” him even if they
considered him the “perpetrator of all the offences” of which
he was accused. 

These included falsifying documents, illegal adoption, unlaw-
ful detention and certifying a non-existent birth. The court
found that under Spanish law, after she turned 18 in June 1987,
Madrigal had a legal deadline of 10 years to file a complaint for
unlawful detention. Madrigal though says she only found out in
2010 that she was a “stolen baby” and filed her complaint two
years later. As such, Madrigal’s lawyer Guillermo Pena argued
that the deadline did not apply in Madrigal’s case given she was
not aware at the time that she was a “stolen baby”. But this was
over-ruled by the court.

Baby-trafficking
The baby-stealing practice began after Franco came to

power following the 1936-39 civil war. Initially, newborns
were taken from left-wing opponents of the regime. Later, the
practice was expanded to supposedly illegitimate babies and
those from poor families. The children were to be raised by
affluent, conservative and devout Roman Catholic families.
Even after Spain transitioned to democracy following Franco’s
death in 1975, the trafficking went on up to at least 1987.
Campaigners estimate tens of thousands of babies may have
been stolen from their parents over the decades. During the
trial, Vela said he could not remember details about the oper-
ation of the clinic, which he ran for 20 years up to 1982.

Clinic records torched 
A policeman who probed the case and testified in court

said the clinic was a centre for baby trafficking. He said Vela
had burnt the clinic’s archives. The policeman said Vela was
part of a “plot” to take babies from single mothers in shelters
often run by religious orders. Emilie Helmbacher, a French
journalist, also testified by video conference. In an investiga-
tion in Madrid in December 2013, she used a hidden camera
to record Vela as he appeared to confess to having given
Madrigal away as a “gift” in June 1969. Vela’s lawyer Rafael
Casas criticized the hidden camera recording. He said his
client had “nothing to do” with the alleged deeds. — AFP 

Sri Lanka arrests 
MP for hailing 
defeated rebels
COLOMBO: A Sri Lankan MP who called for the
return of the outlawed Tamil Tiger rebel group
because she said they were better at enforcing law
and order than the police was arrested yesterday. In a
speech earlier this year, Tamil lawmaker Vijayakala
Maheswaran said people in northern Sri Lanka were
safer under the Tigers, whose 37-year insurgency was
marked by suicide bombings against civilians.

Maheswaran, who represents Jaffna, the capital of
the country’s minority Tamils, said there was less vio-
lence against women and children in areas controlled
by the Tigers before they were crushed in May 2009.
The July remarks led to howls of protest from majori-
ty Sinhalese groups, which accused her of seeking to
resurrect an organization banned as a terrorist outfit.
Maheswaran, who is a member of Sri Lanka’s ruling
party, was also forced to step down as State minister
for Children’s Affairs. “The Organized Crime Division
took the MP into custody and she will be produced
before a magistrate,” a police statement said. 

She was released on half a million rupee ($2,900)
bail and a further hearing was scheduled for
December 7. Government forces crushed the Tamil
Tigers in a no-holds-barred military offensive that
ended their long-running guerilla war in May 2009.
At the height of their power, the guerrillas controlled
nearly a third of Sri Lanka and operated a parallel
state with their own police and courts. However, the
UN accused them of conscripting child soldiers and
deploying suicide bombers to carry out indiscriminate
attacks on civilian targets. More than 100,000 people
were killed in the island’s separatist war. — AFP 

MADRID: Demonstrators hold baby dolls and placards reading
‘Human rights for stolen babies’ outside a provincial court in
Madrid.  —  AFP 
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News in brief

Indian schoolgirls beaten 

NEW DELHI: Thirty-four Indian schoolgirls aged
between 12 and 16 were taken to hospital after being
beaten with sticks by a group of boys, along with the
boys’ mothers and neighbors, who had harassed them
earlier in the day, authorities said. The assault hap-
pened on Saturday outside a government-run board-
ing school in the eastern state of Bihar, police told
Reuters. Ten people, including four women, were
arrested, Supaul’s police chief told Reuters. The boys,
aged between 12 and 16, entered a field near the school
in the village of Darpakha where the girls were playing
on Saturday and shouted obscene comments. The boys
left after the girls protested, only to return later with a
group of around 20 people armed with sticks. “The
boys brought their mothers and others from the neigh-
borhood,” Baidyanath Yadav, Supaul’s district chief,
told Reuters. The older women also attacked the girls,
he said. The girls returned yesterday to school, where
authorities have beefed up security. —Reuters 

Drunk cop shoots colleague 

DUSHANBE: A policeman working at Tajikistan’s main
international airport shot his colleague twice with his serv-
ice pistol in a “drunken quarrel”, the interior ministry said
yesterday. A spokesman for the ministry told AFP a 34-
year-old officer at the Dushanbe International Airport shot
his 30-year-old subordinate with a Makarov pistol, widely
used by security forces in the ex-Soviet Union. The inci-
dent took place Saturday evening in a room used by police
after both men had been drinking alcohol and did not affect
the airport’s running, the spokesman added. The younger
policeman’s life is “not in danger” he said, after he was
treated in hospital for gunshot wounds to the chest and leg.
“Both officers have been suspended pending an internal
investigation,” the spokesman said, while the alleged shoot-
er, who was in charge of the airport’s criminal investigation
department, was being held in police custody. —AFP 

Bulgarian journalist murdered

SOFIA: Leading EU politicians and media activists urged
Bulgaria yesterday to conduct a fast investigation into
the murder of journalist Viktoria Marinova, as mourners
planned vigils across the Balkan country. Marinova’s
body was found in a park near the Danube river in her
home town of Ruse on Saturday. Prosecutors said she
had been raped, then beaten and suffocated. Bulgarian
Interior Minister Mladen Marinov, who travelled to Ruse
to oversee the inquiry on Monday, has said there was no
evidence so far to suggest a link to Marinova’s work as a
journalist. But media focused on her recent work. On her
last TV show on Sept 30 Marinova featured two journal-
ists who were investigating an alleged corruption case
involving EU funds. She promised that her recently
launched current affairs show ‘Detector’ would do more
of its own investigations. —Reuters

Transporting body parts

MEXICO CITY: A Mexican couple arrested outside
Mexico City while transporting human body parts in a
baby carriage are now suspected of killing 10 women,
prosecutors said Sunday. The man and women were
detained on Thursday in Ecatepec, a crime-ridden north-
eastern suburb of the capital, prosecutors in Mexico state
said in a statement. After searching two buildings, investi-
gators found additional human remains in buckets filled
with cement, and wrapped in plastic in a refrigerator, the
statement added. A judge ordered the couple to remain in
detention as the investigation proceeds. Forensics experts
are attempting to identify the victims. Hundreds of people
vented their outrage in the streets of Ecatepec on Sunday.
Carrying candles and white flowers, they demanded jus-
tice and an end to rampant femicide in Mexico state. “Not
one more! Enough is enough!” said their placards.—AFP  

VATICAN CITY: The devil is alive and well and work-
ing overtime to undermine the Roman Catholic Church,
Pope Francis says. In fact, the pope is so convinced that
Satan is to blame for the sexual abuse crisis and deep
divisions racking the Church that he has asked
Catholics around the world to recite a special prayer
every day in October to try to beat him back. “(The
Church must be) saved from the attacks of the malign
one, the great accuser and at the same time be made
ever more aware of its guilt, its mistakes, and abuses
committed in the present and the past,” Francis said in a
message on Sept. 29.

Since he was elected in
2013, Francis has made clear
that he believes the devil to
be real. In a document in April
on holiness in the modern
world, Francis mentioned the
devil more than a dozen times.
“We should not think of the
devil as a myth, a representa-
tion, a symbol, a figure of
speech or an idea. This mis-
take would lead us to let
down our guard, to grow
careless and end up more vulnerable,” he wrote in the
document.

The Church has recently been hit by one sexual
abuse scandal after another, from Germany, to the
United States, to Chile. At the same time, a deepening
polarization between conservatives and liberals in the
Church has played out on social media. Francis’ use of
the term “the great accuser” to describe Satan hit a raw
nerve with one of the pope’s harshest conservative crit-

ics, Archbishop Carlo Maria Vigano, the Vatican’s for-
mer ambassador to Washington.

Church divisions
In an 11-page statement published on Aug 26,

Vigano launched an unprecedented broadside by a
Church insider against the pope and a long list of
Vatican and US Church officials. He accused Francis of
knowing about sexual misconduct by a former US car-
dinal with male adult seminarians but not doing any-
thing about it. Vigano, concluding that his former boss
had singled him out as the devil in disguise, complained

in his next statement that
Francis “compared me to the
great accuser, Satan, who
sows scandal and division in
the Church, though without
ever uttering my name”.

On Sunday, a top Vatican
official issued a scathing open
letter accusing Vigano of
mounting a “political frame
job devoid of real foundation”
and contesting his accusa-
tions against the pope point

by point. Francis is so convinced that Satan is ultimately
to blame for both the sexual abuse scandals and the
divisions within the Church that he has enlisted the aid
of spiritual big gun - St Michael the Archangel. Michael
is mentioned several times in the Bible as the leader of
the angels who ousted Lucifer, the fallen angel, from
paradise.

Catholics are being asked to recite the rosary daily
in October and conclude it with a prayer to St Michael

that was said after Mass until 1964 but then fell into
disuse. The prayer reads: “St Michael the Archangel,
defend us in battle. Be our defense against the
wickedness and snares of the devil. May God rebuke

him, we humbly pray, and do thou, O Prince of heav-
enly hosts, by the power of God, thrust into hell Satan,
and all evil spirits, who prowl about the world seeking
the ruin of souls.”  —Reuters

Pope invokes protection of St Michael the Archangel

Pope blames devil for Catholic 
Church divisions and scandals

In quake-hit Haiti, 
hospital labors to 
treat the wounded
PORT DE PAIX: In Port-de-Paix, the
Haitian city hardest hit by a strong earth-
quake, medical personnel at the
Immaculate Conception Hospital of Port-
de-Paix are struggling to treat the wound-
ed-and helplessly looked on as some didn’t
make it. Not only are doctors and nurses
lacking the supplies they need, the damage
caused by the 5.9-magnitude tremor late
Saturday made conditions even more chal-
lenging. “There was no electricity here, so
we couldn’t receive the huge crowd that
came last night,” said Paul Miclaude, a
doctor working in the emergency room.

“It was really difficult for us to send
them to another hospital,” Miclaude added.
“With time running out, some died here.”
So far, the quake has claimed 12 lives,
according to Haitian officials. Eight of the
victims died in Port-de-Paix. Miclaude said
that even on Sunday, doctors were without
needed supplies. “Patients are out buying
medications, gloves, you name it-they have
to, despite their trauma and their destroyed
homes,” he said. “Clearly, we aren’t ready
for such a catastrophe.”

‘He died on the spot’ 
Looking on with a blank stare, Pamelia

Donne leaves a small room filled with
stretchers, dragging her leg behind her. Her
foot is bandaged.  She had arrived several
hours before-with the body of her 20-

year-old son.  “When everything started to
shake, my child was about to leave the
room. Then all of a sudden, he flew in the
air and because the walls were falling
down, he fell on a piece of rebar,” Donne
recounted. “It pierced his back and came
out by his ribs. He died on the spot.” In the
palm of her hand, she crumpled the pre-
scription handed to her by the nurse who
bandaged her foot into a ball. “I’m going to
go get the medicine,” Donne said, her
voice barely audible. “Actually, I have no
way to get there to buy them and my hus-
band, who suffered a leg injury, also has a
prescription.”

Fear of aftershocks
Just as police began to restore order at

the entrance to the hospital, and several
crates of medicine arrived from the health
ministry, the glimmer of hope was quickly
dashed by a 5.3-magnitude aftershock-
and chaos reigned once again. Both doc-
tors and patients ran into the street, fearful
that part of the building could collapse.
Standing near mattresses on the ground in
the yard, where patients received IV drips,
the hospital’s medical chief Polycarpe
Saaely says he hopes more help is on the
way. “With all the aftershocks, we can’t
really stay inside, so we are putting up
tents to receive the various patients who
arrive,” said Saaely. 

“These buildings date back to the
American occupation (1915-1934). We
evacuated two patients from the surgical
wing because the building is really falling
apart.” Indeed, the building was complete-
ly empty-the ceiling had caved in several
places. As Sunday dragged on, residents

followed the parade of ambulances that
arrived, their sirens blaring, and then
departed for the private hospital located
about a 30-minute drive away. President
Jovenel Moise’s visit to Port-de-Paix
helped mitigate the public anger borne
from years spent living in extreme poverty
without any real signs of improvement.
Haiti is the poorest country in the
Americas.

But residents were st i l l  angry.
“Everyone can see that we don’t have a
real hospital,” one resident, Francois
Lubensron, told AFP near the hospital
entrance. “This shows we have no gov-

ernment. The president came to the city
but he didn’t even stop by to see what is
going on here,” the 28-year-old added.
“This behavior must end. We’ve had
enough of a small group privatizing the
country while we die. We are human
beings. We have the right to live like
those in all nations.” As they listened to
the passionate debates of the small group
gathered around Lubensron, elderly resi-
dents shook their heads. Some of them
spread out small  plastic tarps under
which they could take refuge. They will
spend the night outside, with more after-
shocks a near-certainty. —AFP

PORT DE PAIX: Aerial view of the city of Port-de-Paix. A strong aftershock sent
panicked residents fleeing into the streets hours after a 5.9-magnitude earth-
quake killed at least 12 people along Haiti’s northwest coast. —AFP

Swamy becomes 
IAA Chairman,
World President 
BUCHAREST: At the World Board Meeting of the
International Advertising Association, Felix Tataru
handed over the baton of the Chairman and World
President to Srinivasan Swamy, Chairman RK Swamy
Hansa Group, India. Joel Nettey from Ghana was elect-
ed Senior Vice President. Beatrice Cox-Riesenelder
from Austria was elected as General Secretary and
Venanzio Camarra from Italy was re-elected as
Treasurer. Felix Tataru will be Chairman, President’s
Council, a new body involves the former World
Presidents of IAA.  

Swamy has headed many large industry associations
in India and in the Asian region with distinction. These
include the Advertising Agencies Association of India,
the India Chapter IAA, The Advertising Standards
Council of India and the Confederation of Asian
Advertising Agency Associations to mention a few.
Speaking after the election, Swamy outlined his plans
for the two years ahead. “Education, membership and a
concerted effort to revitalize existing chapters and start
new chapters would be pursued with passion and
determination. We will provide the thought leadership
and action the marketing and communications industry
needs to project itself as meaningful and useful. The

IAA should be readily recognized as the global com-
pass of the marcom industry,” he said. 

Tataru, the Immediate Past President and the
Chairman of President’s Council said, “We had two
great two years together: Repositioning IAA as The
Global Compass of Marketing Communications, creat-
ing the new brand identity, the new www.iaaglobal.org,
new management team in New York, and the 80th
anniversary celebrations required a lot of courage and

team spirit. Thank you Srinivasan Swamy, our Senior
Vice President during the last two years, for contribut-
ing to these great achievements. I trust that under your
leadership IAA will continue the transformation we
started together and I will actively support you in my
new capacity.” 

The IAA Board meeting was held in Bucharest
on Oct 4, just after the IAA Global Conference on
Oct 2 and 3.

Pontiff seeks 
angel’s help

VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis meets with Montenegro’s President Milo Djukanovic (left) and his wife Lidija
Kuc (right), with a translator during a private audience at the Vatican yesterday. —AFP

Local gun groups 
flex muscle in US 
state politics 
MISSOURI: When Missouri Senate Bill
656 was introduced in 2016, it was rela-
tively modest legislation that proposed

capping the amount county sheriffs could
charge for a concealed handgun permit. By
the time it passed, with both houses of the
state legislature overturning the governor’s
veto, it had become one of the most
expansive gun-rights laws in the country.
The gun lobby fought hard to pass the bill.
The group some lawmakers credited with
providing crucial momentum was not so
much the National Rifle Association, the

powerful national lobbying organization,
but rather the Missouri Firearms Coalition,
an aggressive grassroots operation found-
ed in 2015.

With major gun-rights legislation stalled
in Washington, much of the action has shift-
ed to the states, where self-described “no
compromise” groups such as the Missouri
Firearms Coalition have mobilized activists
in favor of pro-gun laws, according to

Reuters interviews with gun-rights groups
in more than a dozen states, lawmakers and
NRA supporters. These groups have
become increasingly active in promoting a
pro-gun agenda in many states, unafraid of
alienating lawmakers who waver on gun
rights. In many cases, they say they would
rather lose a legislative fight on principle
than compromise and support a watered-
down bill. —Reuters
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Meng: Ex-Interpol 
chief caught in 
anti-graft drive
BEIJING: Fallen former Interpol president
Meng Hongwei rose through the ranks of
China’s feared public security apparatus before
being caught himself in President Xi Jinping’s
no-holds-barred campaign against corruption.
The vice public security minister, who went
missing after travelling to China last month,
resigned as head of the France-based interna-
tional police organization on Sunday after
Chinese authorities announced he was under
investigation. During Xi’s six-year tenure, over a
million officials have been punished in an anti-
corruption crusade that critics say has also
served as a way to root out the president’s
political enemies.

According to a statement released yesterday
by China’s Ministry of Public Security, Meng is
suspected of accepting bribes and is under inves-
tigation by the country’s anti-corruption agency.
In particular, the country’s public security bureau
links Meng’s detention to a broader initiative to
“completely remove the pernicious influence” of
Zhou Yongkang, who led China’s domestic securi-
ty sector until 2014, when he was sentenced to life
in prison under corruption charges. That does not
bode well for Meng, who was appointed vice
security minister by Zhou in 2004.

Party loyalty
Meng, 64, leaves behind a 14-year career

overseeing various top public security bureaus in
China, including the country’s armed police force.
Born in 1953 in northeastern Heilongjiang
province, Meng joined the Communist Party of
China in his early 20s after graduating from
Peking University with a bachelor’s degree in law.

As vice security minister, Meng has been entrust-
ed with a number of sensitive portfolios, including
the country’s counter-terrorism division, and he
was in charge of the response to violence in
China’s fractious northwestern region of Xinjiang.
During Meng’s tenure, China’s public security
bureau also arrested and interrogated a number
of prominent Chinese dissidents, including Nobel
Peace Prize laureate Liu Xiaobo, who died of liv-
er cancer while under police custody last year.

In 2013, Meng was appointed director of
China’s maritime police bureau, which includes
the country’s coast guard and maritime anti-
smuggling authorities. In recent years, the bureau
has sent patrol ships to the East China Sea due to
territorial disputes with Japan over islands. At
Interpol, Meng was expected to serve a four-
year term until 2020. His election in 2016 had

raised concerns among human rights groups,
which feared that Beijing would use the organiza-
tion to round up Chinese dissidents overseas.

While day-to-day operations are overseen
by Interpol secretary general Juergen Stock,
Meng presided over the organization’s General
Assembly and Executive Committee meetings,
where key discussions around Interpol’s general
policies and international cooperation take
place. Though Meng has emphasized the need
for political neutrality in Interpol speeches, he
made clear as a Chinese security official that the
national police should be loyal to the
Communist Party. In a 2014 speech, Meng
reportedly told police officers training for a
peacekeeping mission overseas to put “politics
first, party organization first and ideological
thinking first.”—AFP

LYON: A journalist holds the mobile phone of Grace, the wife of the missing
Interpol president Meng Hongwey, showing the last message exchanged with her
husband, during a press conference in Lyon. —AFP

Bangladesh enacts 
digital law despite 
protests, criticism
DHAKA: Bangladesh’s president signed yesterday a
digital security act into law yesterday despite protests
by journalists and rights groups that it will severely curb
media freedom. “The digital security bill has been
signed by the president today,” President Abdul Hamid’s
spokesman Joynal Abedin told AFP. Top editors and
journalists had a last-minute meeting with government
ministers demanding that some sections of the legisla-
tion be changed.

The law minister promised that he would discuss the
issues but the president went ahead and signed the act
into law without waiting. The law, which carries heavy
jail sentences for secretly recording government officials
or spreading “negative propaganda” using a smart-
phone or computer, already had parliamentary approval.
Berlin-based corruption watchdog Transparency
International’s (TI) Bangladesh chapter slammed the
move in an immediate reaction.

“We are very disappointed,” TI Bangladesh
spokesman Sheikh Manjur E Alam said. “But we firmly
want to believe it won’t be used or abused before the
government has a discussion as was promised about the
amendment of the law,” he said. Hundreds of journalists
have staged demonstrations against the law in recent
days and editors have said the law poses serious threats
to freedom of expression and media in the country.
Sampadak Parishad, a council of top editors, urged
authorities not to pass the law, saying it would seriously
curtail democracy in the south Asian country. —AFP

RIO DE JANEIRO: A deeply polarized Brazil stood at a
political crossroads yesterday as the bruising first
round of the presidential election left voters with a
stark choice in the run-off between far-right firebrand
Jair Bolsonaro and leftist Fernando Haddad. Bolsonaro,
an ultraconservative former paratrooper, easily beat a
dozen other candidates on Sunday-but not by enough
to avoid an October 28 showdown with Haddad, the
former mayor of Sao Paulo. 

Bolsonaro won 46 percent
of the vote to Haddad’s 29
percent, according to official
results. That tracked closely
with pollster’s predictions, but
Bolsonaro charged that
“polling problems” had cheat-
ed him of outright victory in
the first round, which required
him to pass the 50 percent
threshold. Some of his sup-
porters protested outside the
national electoral tribunal in
the capital Brasilia, chanting “Fraud!” That anger
reflected the uncertain outlook for the second round.  

‘Golden opportunity’ 
Surveys suggest Bolsonaro will have the edge, but

that Haddad will draw nearly even with him after pick-
ing up substantial support from the defeated candi-
dates. “We expected to win in the first round,” one
Bolsonaro voter, 77-year-old retiree Lourdes Azevedo,
said bitterly in Rio de Janeiro. “Now things are more
difficult: the second round is a risk.”

Haddad, addressing his own supporters, called the
looming run-off “a golden opportunity,” and challenged
Bolsonaro to a debate. He replaced popular former
president Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva in the race after
Lula, imprisoned for corruption, was disqualified.
Despite his complaints, Bolsonaro did not formally con-
test Sunday’s result, saying his voters “remain mobi-
lized” for the second round. But he faces fierce resist-
ance going forward from a big part of Brazil’s 147-mil-

lion-strong electorate put off
by his record of denigrating
comments against women,
gays and the poor.  His
unabashed nostalgia for the
brutal military dictatorship
that ruled Brazil between 1964
and 1985 has also sent a chill
through many voters. Haddad,
though, has his own burden.

As the Workers’ Party can-
didate, he faces the palpable
disappointment and anger of

voters who blame the party for Brazil’s worst-ever reces-
sion, and for a long string of graft scandals. Sunday’s
general election-in which new federal and state legisla-
tures were also chosen-exposed the deep divisions gen-
erated by both candidates. Some voters-particularly
women-carried “Not Him” placards to polling stations in
opposition to Bolsonaro. But his supporters, like 53-
year-old lawyer Roseli Milhomem in Brasilia, said they
backed the veteran lawmaker because “Brazil wants
change.” “We’ve had enough of corruption. Our country
is wealthy-it can’t fall into the wrong hands,” she said.

Bolsonaro favored 
Political analyst Fernando Meireles of Minas

Gerais Federal University said momentum appeared
to favor Bolsonaro. “The probability of Bolsonaro
coming out victorious seems pretty big right now,”
Meireles said.  “It looks difficult for Haddad to win in
the second round, but not impossible.” Better-off
Brazilians have rallied to Bolsonaro’s pledge to crush
crime in a country where there are more than 62,000
murders each year, nearly as many rapes, and fre-
quent muggings and robberies.  Bolsonaro wants to
boost police forces and relax gun laws for “good”
citizens. Many voters also like his promises to tackle
corruption and to cut climbing public debt through

privatizations, as well as the devout Catholic’s fami-
ly-first stance.

But poorer Brazilians, who benefited the most
from the heyday during Lula’s time in office from
2003 to 2010, want a return to good times and hope
Haddad can deliver. The result is a very split elec-
torate. Whoever ultimately wins the presidency in the
world’s eighth largest economy will grapple with a
large bloc of ideological hostility. Despite sitting in
congress for nearly three decades, Bolsonaro casts
himself  as a pol i t ical  outsider in the mold of
America’s Donald Trump or the Philippines’ Rodrigo
Duterte: tough-talking, brash, and promising a root-
and-branch overhaul to an electorate weary of tradi-
tional parties spouting empty promises. —AFP

Far-right firebrand Bolsonaro and leftist Haddad face off

Divided Brazil barrels towards 
uncertain presidential run-off

SAO PAULO: Combo photo shows Brazil’s right-wing presidential candidate for the Social Liberal Party
(PSL) Jair Bolsonaro (left) and Brazil’s presidential candidate for the Workers’ Party (PT) Fernando
Haddad during general elections in Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo respectively. —AFP

Deeply 
polarized 

Brazil stands 
at crossroads

Journalist given 
7 days to leave 
Hong Kong
HONG KONG: A leading Financial Times jour-
nalist has been given seven days to leave Hong
Kong as a backlash mounted yesterday against
an unprecedented challenge to freedom of the
press in the city. Victor Mallet, the FT’s Asia
news editor and a British national, angered
authorities in Beijing and Hong Kong by host-
ing a speech at the city’s press club by Andy
Chan, the leader of a tiny pro-independence
political party. Chan’s party has since been
banned as Beijing cracks down on any pro-
independence sentiment in the semi-
autonomous city. 

Last week it emerged Mallet’s application
for a renewal of his work visa had been reject-
ed by Hong Kong immigration authorities.
Yesterday the FT said Mallet had only been
granted a seven-day visitor visa after returning
to the city from a trip on Sunday. Sources with
direct knowledge of the situation told AFP that
Mallet was questioned at immigration and was
refused automatic entry. British citizens are
usually allowed into Hong Kong without a visa
and are permitted to stay for 180 days under
immigration rules. 

The FT said immigration officials had pro-
vided no explanation for the shortened visitor
visa. “We continue to seek clarification from
the Hong Kong authorities about the rejection
of his work visa renewal,” said the paper, which
has its regional headquarters in Hong Kong.
The FT’s editorial board had earlier described
the decision to refuse Mallet a work visa as
sending a “chilling message to everyone in
Hong Kong”. —AFP
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Republicans fear 
Democratic ‘blue 
wave’ spreading to 
once-safe districts

The last time US congressional elections were
held in this central Virginia district, Meg Sneed
voted for the Republican incumbent,

Representative Dave Brat. Her friend, Cheryll Lesser,
did not vote at all. Last week, the two women sat in the
second row at a campaign event in a martial arts stu-
dio listening to the Democrat running against Brat,
Abigail Spanberger. They nodded in agreement with
much of what she had to say. But the real reason they
were there was basic: Donald Trump. They don’t like
the president, and they were not about to vote for
anyone, like Brat, who supports him. “More than the
policy, it’s the animosity he is fostering within the
country,” Sneed said of Trump.

Voters such as Sneed and Lesser are a significant
reason why Democrats now believe that in the Nov 6
congressional midterm elections, the party can win
more than the 23 seats they need to seize control of
the US House of Representatives. Some predict
Democrats could take as many as 40 seats by flipping
districts like Brat’s in Virginia. Earlier this year, Brat’s
seat was considered safe. But if a so-called “blue
wave” materializes, it would roll through a district like
his, which includes pockets of suburban voters who
increasingly have been turning away from
Republicans.

“Republicans are playing defense in more and more
places,” said Doug Heye, a former official at the
Republican National Committee. “The Democrats’ map
continues to get bigger. The Republicans’ map contin-
ues to get smaller. That’s a real problem.” If Democrats
do take the House, much of Trump’s agenda would be
stalled, and his administration would fall under greater
scrutiny. Republicans are favored to retain the Senate.
While Democrats need a net total of just two seats
there to control that chamber, they must also defend
seats in a several conservative states.

Democrats have poured resources not only into
Brat’s district, but others that have come onto their
battleground list, in places such as Pennsylvania, North
Carolina, Southern California and other parts of
Virginia such as the district currently represented by
Republican Scott Taylor. They have been backed in
the effort in Virginia by deep-pocketed advocacy
groups such as House Majority PAC, which started
running anti-Brat television ads last month, and
NextGen, funded by California billionaire Tom Steyer,
which decided this summer to launch efforts to turn
out young voters in the district. In response, the
Congressional Leadership Fund, a Republican politi-
cal action committee, is running ads attacking
Spanberger, a sign that the party is genuinely wor-
ried about losing the seat.

‘In my grille
Brat is a high-value Democratic target for several

reasons. In 2014, he shocked the political order by
beating then-House Majority Leader Eric Cantor in a
Republican primary. Since taking office, he has aligned
himself with the ultra-conservative Freedom Caucus,
which has become a reliable ally of the Trump White
House. Last year, as protesters crashed his events in
the midst of a House push to repeal former President
Barack Obama’s healthcare program, Brat remarked
that “women are in my grille no matter where I go”.
Those words have followed him ever since.

In September, Brat held his first town hall in a year
and did so with supportive audience of older veter-
ans. Sarah Montgomery, a l ibrarian for the US
Department of Defense who attended Spanberger’s
event in Spotsylvania, said that after Brat’s district
was redrawn in 2016 to include her home, she
researched him, and the video of his “grille” remark
was the first thing she found. “He obviously has no
respect for women,” she said.

The firestorm over Supreme Court nominee Brett
Kavanaugh, who was accused of sexual assault while
in high school, came at a perilous moment for Brat,
given his already difficult reputation with some women
voters. Trump has played a part. Both Sneed and
Lesser were angry that he chose to attack
Kavanaugh’s accuser, Christine Blasey Ford, at a rally
last week. “It was disgusting,” Lesser said. Kavanaugh
was confirmed by the US Senate on Saturday.
Democratic activists hope discontent with his nomina-
tion will linger through November.

Republicans, however, see the Kavanaugh fracas
as galvanizing conservatives who have been looking
for a reason to come out and vote in November’s
elections. “It has mobilized and energized Republican
voters in a way that only a Supreme Court nomina-
tion can,” said Matt Gorman, communications direc-
tor for the National Republican Congressional
Committee, the arm of the party that supports House
candidates like Brat.

Brat has been a solid supporter of Kavanaugh, even
though the House served no role in his nomination, and
reasserted that support last week in a Facebook post.
His campaign rejected the notion that he is not sup-
portive of women, pointing to his efforts to combat
human trafficking and the opioid epidemic and the
passage of tax reform last year. “Congressman Brat
has worked hard on issues affecting women since day
one,” said a spokesperson, Katey Price. — Reuters

Tens of thousands of Syrians in areas recaptured by
government troops this year remain starved of
humanitarian aid, with the relief agencies helping

them for years now unable to reach them. As towns
switched from opposition to government control, interna-
tional aid groups were forced to halt their crucial health,
food and protection services as they had no government
authorization to work. Since April this has left vulnerable
civilians in Syria’s south, Eastern Ghouta near Damascus,
and rural parts of Homs province without the vital support
they once relied on. 

“In total, tens of thousands of people are impacted by
the halt in humanitarian aid,” said Joelle Bassoul, spokes-
woman for CARE International, which used to send aid
into rebel-held areas. “In effect, when we stop operating, it
means our partners have stopped operating and have no
more humanitarian capacity in the given area.” More than
seven years into Syria’s conflict, 13 million people across
the country still need humanitarian assistance, says the
United Nations. 

Aid became politicized early on, and two separate
operations developed. One, based out of Damascus, saw
the UN and other agencies providing assistance solely
with government authorization. Meanwhile, NGOs based
in Turkey or Jordan helped civilians in rebel areas through
a parallel system, without regime approval. This year
President Bashar Al-Assad brought many of those areas
under government control through a string of military vic-
tories, forcing those international agencies to pull out.

Clinics close 
“The aid that used to come from international agencies

to the south completely stopped,” said Mohammad Al-
Zoabi, 29, from Al-Mseifra in southern Syria. “Now, there’s
a lack of flour, medical supplies, and hospitals in general
after medical points and field clinics were closed, badly
affecting people,” he said. According to the UN, 66 aid
trucks entered the south from Jordan in June but zero in
July when troops seized the area. Residents of the south
interviewed by AFP reported hospital closures and a lack
of medicine and flour.

They said doctors and Syrian aid workers had fled,
were wanted by security forces for working in rebel
areas or had requested - but were denied - regime per-
mission to resume relief work. The International Rescue
Committee (IRC), Mercy Corps, and Save the Children
all confirmed they had halted aid programs. “During the
course of the war, as areas have changed hands to gov-
ernment control, the IRC has stopped providing sup-
port in those areas,” IRC country director Lorraine
Bramwell told AFP. 

The IRC said it reached more than 300,000 people in
Syria’s south last year and backed six clinics in Eastern
Ghouta. The army recaptured Ghouta in April after an
offensive that killed 1,700 civilians. Government forces
then seized areas around Damascus including the Yarmuk
Palestinian camp from hardliners and the Islamic State
group. Jafra, a local foundation helping Syrian
Palestinians, said one hospital and one school they
backed in those areas had to close, pending government
permission to reopen. But residents remain in dire situa-
tions, said Jafra head Wesam Sebaaneh. “These people
are the same. The needs are the same... actually they’ve
gotten worse,” he said.

‘Constrained’ access 
Residents in Talbisseh, a town in Homs seized by the

government in May, said medicine and food have
become unavailable or unaffordable. “There was one
functioning hospital  and three medical  points in
Talbisseh before the regime came, but they all shut down
because now they need licenses from the ministries,”
said Sami, 20. Areas brought back under regime control
are able to access state-provided services and receive
aid from the Syrian Arab Red Crescent, the main state-
approved conduit for aid.

But residents said government hospitals were often too
far away while Red Crescent aid did not match the assis-
tance they received from international NGOs. Others said
they feared interfacing with regime services in case of ret-
ribution for years living under rebel control. “Humanitarian
access to areas that have witnessed changes in control
continues to be constrained,” the UN said in August. “This
prevents a timely response to humanitarian needs that for
the most part remain acute following the burden of living
under siege for a protracted period.”

International NGOs still work in Syria’s Kurdish-con-
trolled northeast and in Idlib, the last major rebel bastion
in the northwest. And some may plan to seek government
permission to work in Damascus. Mercy Corps has
already applied, said country director Arnaud Quemin,
but he insisted the breadth and scope of cross-border
operations would not easily be replaced. “The question I
ask myself today is: are we going to see access improve-
ments in the coming months, now that the government is
not under any existential threat anymore, and the war is
militarily mostly won?” — AFP 

To win, Haddad 
must remake 
his candidacy

Brazil’s leftist presidential hopeful
Fernando Haddad will have to pull
off an extreme feat of political

acrobatics if he wants to reverse a first-
round beating at the hands of a far-right
rival. To have a chance of winning the
Oct 28 runoff against Jair Bolsonaro,
Haddad would need to move hard to the
center, distance himself from his political
mentor and denounce the corruption
that flourished during his party’s 2003-
2016 run in government, political ana-
lysts said.

A 55-year-old former mayor of Sao
Paulo, Haddad became the Workers
Party (PT) candidate just one month ago,
after former president and PT founder
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva was barred
from running because of a corruption
conviction. Lula, a former union leader
and longtime darling of the left, is serv-
ing 12 years in prison and faces five
more trials. From his jail cell, the charis-
matic Lula - who led the presidential
race until he was jailed - handpicked
Haddad as his replacement. Lula remains
a hero for many poorer Brazilian for his
efforts to reduce poverty during his two
terms in office from 2003 to 2010, but he
is also a divisive figure.

In campaigning so far, the PT’s slogan
has literally been “Haddad is Lula. Lula is
Haddad.” That message was necessary
to maintain support from the party’s left-
wing factions, which have not fully
embraced Haddad’s centrist politics and
academic background. But that pitch will
not be enough to beat Bolsonaro, who
holds a commanding lead and momen-
tum. The former Army captain and veter-
an lawmaker beat recent opinion polls to
take 46 percent of votes in Sunday’s
first-round election, compared to
Haddad’s 29 percent.

“Haddad has to pivot or perish,” said
Sergio Praca, a political scientist at the
Getulio Vargas Foundation, a leading
university. “He also must drop the talk
that Lula is a political prisoner. He is not
going to win with that line.” Bolsonaro’s
popularity has surged despite his praise
for Brazil’s 1964-1985 dictatorship -
which has stirred fears he would milita-
rize government in Latin America’s
largest nation. Bolsonaro has also been
charged with hate speech over his
tirades against gays, black Brazilians and
women. He has dismissed the federal
charges as a political attack.

With their show of support on
Sunday, Bolsonaro’s voters declared
that, like the Americans who back US
President Donald Trump, they do not
mind his incendiary rhetoric. In fact, that
is much of his appeal. They want him to
bludgeon the political establishment,
destroying a system that has refused to
reform itself. In a Sunday night speech,
Haddad talked of unifying the country
around democratic principles. He
thanked Lula for his support and said he
would visit him in prison. He denounced
Bolsonaro as representing a return to
Brazil’s dark authoritarian days.

But not once did he utter the word
“corruption”. “Haddad has to tell the
Brazil ian people that the PT made
serious errors, which he did not do in
first-round campaigning,” said Carlos
Melo, a political scientist with Insper,
a Sao Paulo business school. “He has
no momentum and he wil l  have to
work tirelessly to explain why people
should vote for him and put the PT
back in power.”

Melo and Praca both joined a chorus
of voices calling Bolsonaro a clear dan-
ger to Brazil’s democracy, which
emerged from a bloody military dicta-
torship three decades ago. In moments
of social, economic and political unrest,
Brazilians have often looked for leader-
ship from the military or a strongman
backed by soldiers. Sunday’s voting
showed Bolsonaro - with his talk of an
iron-fist on crime and corruption - ful-
fills that role well. — Reuters

Syrians struggle after aid groups withdraw 

Bolsonaro 
transforms tiny 
Brazil party into 
powerhouse

Brazil’s far-right presidential candidate
Jair Bolsonaro turned his party from
a footnote in a crowded Congress

into a national behemoth on Sunday,
underscoring a seismic shift in Latin
America’s biggest nation as voters raged
against the political establishment.
Sunday’s strong showing for Bolsonaro
allies in legislative elections defied many
pollsters’ forecasts and suggests the for-
merly undistinguished congressman could
have an easier-than-expected time garner-
ing support for tough economic reforms.

Bolsonaro’s once-tiny Social Liberal
Party (PSL) was poised to land 51 of the
513 seats in the lower house of Congress,
according to projections by investment
firm XP Investimentos, trailing only his rival
Fernando Haddad’s leftist Workers Party
(PT), which is expected to take 57 seats.
That would be explosive growth for a par-
ty with only eight lower house seats and no
presence in the Senate before the vote.
“The PSL is a new chapter in the political
history of Brazil. It’s a group that embraces
a single thesis of fiscal austerity, of small
government, of pension reform,” said
Lucas de Aragao, a partner at political
consulting firm Arko Advice.

He said that the PSL’s growth improves
the prospects for fiscal reforms, but
acknowledged that they will still face “furi-
ous” opposition from the Workers Party.
By comparison, current President Michel
Temer’s Brazilian Democratic Movement
(MDB), for decades a major force in gov-
erning coalitions across the political spec-
trum, is expected shrink to fourth place in
the lower chamber with just 33 seats.
Several of the highest-profile MDB law-
makers lost their re-election bids, including
Senate President Eunicio Oliveira. That
clears out powerbrokers who could have
extracted costly concessions to pass

Bolsonaro’s agenda. The results highlight
voters’ revolt over sweeping corruption
scandals that have imprisoned dozens of
politicians and businessmen, roiling tradi-
tional parties that have long defined the
political debate.

Southeast stronghold
Bolsonaro, a former army captain who

has sworn to crack down on crime and
corruption, nearly won the race outright in
Sunday’s first-round vote, but will face
down Haddad in an Oct 28 run-off vote.
Regardless of the result, Haddad’s Workers
Party will remain a force in Congress after
a solid showing at the polls, especially in
Brazil’s poor northeast, which benefited
from generous social policies during its 13
years in power. However, the PSL domi-
nated Brazil’s two biggest states, Sao
Paulo and Rio de Janeiro, in the populous
southeast.

With 98 percent of votes tallied in that
state, Bolsonaro’s son Eduardo was the
most-voted lower house candidate in
Brazil’s history, helping the PSL draw over
20 percent of the lower house vote in Sao
Paulo. The tally was even higher in the
presidential candidate’s home state of Rio
de Janeiro, where his party got nearly 23
percent of votes for the lower house. Until
this year, the PSL was one of dozens of lit-
tle-known parties in Brazilian politics with
a handful of seats and no clear ideology,
thanks to laws that make it easy to create
and publicly fund new parties.

That changed when Bolsonaro arrived
in March - making it his ninth party affilia-
tion. His grassroots social media campaign
electrified the PSL, pushed it further to the
right and raised the profile of candidates
such as former military police Major
Olimpio Gomes, the most-voted candidate
for the Senate in Sao Paulo on Sunday. As a
result, the PSL became an outlet for
extremely conservative Brazilians who have
lacked high-profile representatives, said
political scientist Leonardo Barreto, head
of consultancy Factual. That meant siphon-
ing votes away from center-right mainstays
such as the Brazilian Social Democracy
Party (PSDB), which is set to lose about 20
of its 49 seats due to its role in graft scan-
dals and compromises with the unpopular
Temer government. — Reuters
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Iran says Saudis
unable to replace 
lost Iranian oil
DUBAI: Iran’s Oil Minister Bijan
Zanganeh has dismissed as “nonsense”
claims by the Saudi crown prince that
Saudi Arabia can replace sanctions-hit
Iranian oil in the market.

“(Mohammed) bin Salman’s remarks
and such bragging can only satisfy (US

President Donald) Trump. No one else
will believe him. Iran’s oil cannot be
replaced by Saudi Arabia nor any other
country,” Zanganeh was quoted as saying
on his ministry’s website. Prince
Mohammed told Bloomberg on Friday
that the kingdom had met its promise to
Washington to make up for Iranian oil
supplies lost through US sanctions, re-
imposed when the United States exited a
2015 nuclear deal between Tehran and six
powers. Washington is pushing allies to
cut imports of Iranian oil to zero and will
impose a new round of sanctions on
Iranian oil sales in November. — Reuters

STOCKHOLM: US economists William Nordhaus and Paul
Romer yesterday shared the 2018 Nobel Economics Prize
for constructing “green growth” models that show how
innovation and climate policies can be integrated with
economic growth.

Working independently, they have addressed “some of
our time’s most basic and pressing questions about how
we create long-term sustained and sustainable growth,”
the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences said in a state-
ment. Nordhaus is a professor at Yale University. Romer is
a former World Bank chief economist now at New York
University’s Stern School of Business.

The academy said their models, both developed in the
1990s, have “significantly broadened the scope of eco-
nomic analysis”. The prize announcement came as the UN
warned in a landmark report that an “unprecedented”
transformation of society and the world economy was
needed to avoid global climate chaos.

It said time was running out to avert disaster, noting
that our plant’s surface has already warmed one degree
Celsius (1.8 degrees Fahrenheit). Romer told the Swedish
academy in a live phone interview at the prize announce-
ment that he was confident the world could reduce green-
house gas emissions and still improve standards of living in

the future. “We can absolutely make substantial progress
to protecting the environment, and without giving up the
chance for sustained growth,” he said.

“One of the problems with the current situation is that
many people think that dealing with protecting the envi-
ronment will be so costly and so hard that they will ignore
the problem and deny it exists,” he said. “I hope the prize
will help people see humans are capable of amazing
accomplishments when we try to do something.”

‘Achieving sustainable growth’ 
The jury said that while Nordhaus and Romer “do not

deliver conclusive answers ... their findings have brought
us considerably closer to answering the question of how
we can achieve sustained and sustainable global economic
growth.” Nordhaus, 77, was specifically honored for “inte-
grating climate change into long-run macroeconomic
analysis.”  His “integrated assessment model” was created
in the 1990s and combines theories and empirical results
from physics, chemistry and economics. It is now widely
“used to simulate how the economy and climate co-
evolve.” It is used to examine the consequences of climate
policy interventions, for example carbon taxes.

Nordhaus’s research shows that the most efficient rem-

edy for problems caused by greenhouse gas emissions is a
global scheme of carbon taxes uniformly imposed on all
countries. Countries refusing to take part in the scheme
could be subjected to customs tariffs. The 62-year-old
Romer meanwhile won the prize for “integrating techno-
logical innovations into long-run macroeconomic analysis.”

Complementing Nordhaus’ research, Romer laid the
foundation for “endogenous growth theory”, which
explains how ideas are different to other goods and
require specific conditions to thrive. 

His research demonstrated how economic forces gov-
ern the willingness of companies to produce new ideas
and innovations. “They [the laureates] show and they have
taught us how the economic situation is dependent on
technological development, environmental changes, so
they integrate economics with major issues facing
mankind,” Goran K Hansson, secretary general of the
Royal Swedish academy for sciences, told AFP.  Romer
resigned from the World Bank in January 2018 after raising
questions about how the institution was ranking countries.

December 10 ceremony 
Both Nordhaus and Romer have been tipped as fron-

trunners for the Nobel Prize in recent years. The pair will

share the nine million Swedish kronor (about $1.01 million
or 860,000-euro) prize. Last year, the honor went to US
economist Richard Thaler, a co-founder of the so-called
“nudge” theory.

That theory demonstrates how people can be persuad-
ed to make decisions that leave them healthier and happi-
er. Unlike the other Nobel prizes which were created in
Swedish inventor and philanthropist Alfred Nobel’s will
and first awarded in 1901, the economics prize was started
by the Swedish central bank in 1968 to mark its tricente-
nary. It was first awarded in 1969.

The prize, which also consists of a diploma and a gold
medal, will be presented at a formal ceremony in
Stockholm on December 10. The economics prize wraps
up the 2018 Nobel awards season, notable this year for the
lack of a literature prize. That award was postponed by a
year for the first time in 70 years over a rape scandal that
came to light as part of the #MeToo movement. The
awards for medicine, physics and chemistry were
announced last week as was the most highly-anticipated
Nobel, the peace prize. It went to Yazidi women’s cam-
paigner Nadia Murad and Congolese doctor Denis
Mukwege for their work in fighting sexual violence in con-
flicts around the world. — AFP

US ‘green growth’ duo win Nobel Economics
Economics of climate change, innovation bring laurels to Nordhaus and Romer 

STOCKHOLM: Per Stromberg (left), Goran K Hansson (center) and Per Krusell (right) announce the laureates of the Nobel Prize in Economics during a press conference at the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences in Stockholm yesterday. — AFP

China shares 
tumble, CB 
liquidity 
move fails
SHANGHAI: China stocks tumbled yesterday,
as investors back from a long holiday dumped
shares across the board despite Beijing’s week-
end move to spur more lending at a time of
growing fears the economic impact of the Sino-
US trade war will deepen. Spot yuan ended the

afternoon at its lowest official close in seven
weeks against the US dollar as expectations of
more easing measures by China, plus surging
US bond yields, put pressure on the Chinese
currency. Beijing has stepped up liquidity sup-
port across the financial in recent months as
policymakers have focused on calming fears of
capital outflows and sought to soothe battered
markets as anxiety grows that the tit-for-tat
trade war with the United States could deal a
damaging blow to the broader economy.

“There’s an acute shortage of confidence in
the market. Few investors are buying,” said Alvin
Ngan, a Hong Kong-based analyst at brokerage
Zhongtai International.

“China’s economy is under heavy downward
pressure... and you need time to observe if

recent easing measures are effective or not,” he
added. Yesterday, the blue-chip CSI300 index
plummeted 4.3 percent to 3,290.90 points, its
sharpest one-day percentage fall since February
2016. The Shanghai Composite Index lost 3.7
percent, to 2,716.51 points, its worst day since
June 19. For the year, both Chinese indexes are
down about 18 percent. In Hong Kong, the
benchmark Hang Seng Index dropped 1.4 percent
to close at its lowest points in 15 months, extend-
ing last week’s 4.4 percent loss as investors wor-
ried about tensions between the US and China.
Yesterday was the first chance for mainland
investors to react to the escalating trade tensions
and a sell-off in Hong Kong markets last week
after a week-long holiday on the mainland to cel-
ebrate National Day. — Reuters
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BANGALORE: An Indian laborer pours water on a concrete pillar at a construction site as the sun sets in
Bangalore yesterday. —AFP

Gulf Bank announces 
winners of Al-Danah 
weekly draw 

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank held its Al-Danah weekly draw on the
7th of October 2018 announcing the names of its winners
for the week from the 30th September till the 4th of
October 2018, in which five winners will receive KD 1,000
each, every week. 

The winners this week are:   
l Mona Fadel Habib Hussain 
l Omar Saleh Nasr Allah
l Fatemah Ismail Karam Abbas
l Hind Ali Abdulwahab Al-Braidi
l Esmail Ibrahim Esmail Al-Sharhan
Gulf Bank Al-Danah’s 1st quarterly draw for KD

200,000 prize was held on 28 March, and the 2nd Al-
Danah quarterly draw, for the prize of KD 250,000 was
held on 27th June and the 3rd quarterly draw for the prize
of KD 500,000 was held on 26th September. The final Al-
Danah draw for KD 1 million will be held on 10th January
2019, where the Al-Danah millionaire will be announced.

Gulf Bank encourages customers to increase their
chances of winning with Al-Danah by depositing more into
their Gulf Bank accounts using the new ePay (Self-Pay) serv-
ice, which is available on Gulf Bank’s online and mobile bank-
ing services. Al-Danah offers a number of unique services to
customers, including the Al-Danah Deposit Only ATM card,
which allows account holders to deposit money into their
accounts at their convenience. Account holders can also cal-
culate their daily, weekly and yearly chances of winning the
draws through the ‘Al-Danah Chances’ calculator available
on the Gulf Bank website and app.

Gulf Bank’s Al-Danah account is open to Kuwaiti and
non-Kuwaiti residents of Kuwait. Customers require a min-
imum of KD 200 to open an account and the same amount
should be maintained for customers to be eligible for the
upcoming Al-Danah draws. If the customer’s account bal-
ance falls below KD200 at any given time, a KD2 fee will
be charged to their account monthly until the minimum bal-
ance is met. Customers who open an account and/or
deposit more will enter the daily draw within two days. To
take part in the Al-Danah 2018 upcoming quarterly and
yearly draws, customers must meet the required hold peri-
od for each draw.

LAHORE: Prime Minister Imran Khan said on Sunday
that Pakistan might need to return to the International
Monetary Fund to address its mounting balance of
payments crisis but would seek funding from friendly
countries first.

Khan, who took office in August, blamed Pakistan’s
economic woes on the previous government and
repeated a promise to recover billions of dollars he
says corrupt officials have stashed abroad.

He has been reluctant to ask the IMF for emer-
gency loans that would be the country’s second
bailout in five years. But foreign reserves dropped by
$627 million in late September to $8.4 billion, barely

enough to cover sovereign debt payments due
through the end of the year. The weekly fall was the
sharpest in years. “We may go to IMF for loan to han-
dle the country’s financial issues,” Khan told reporters.
“But, first we will try to get assistance from other
countries as we have requested three countries to
deposit money in Pakistan’s State Bank that would
help boost national reserves.”

He did not name the countries or provide any
details of the requests.

The IMF concluded a consultative visit last week
with a warning that Pakistan needed to quickly secure
“significant external financing” to stave off a crisis,

though it did not suggest who could supply the mon-
ey. Any IMF bailout would likely include conditions to
curb government spending, threatening Khan’s cam-
paign promise to build an Islamic welfare state.

Finance Minister Asad Umar has said foreign
reserves need to be boosted by at least $8 billion, but
since the July election, none of Pakistan’s allies includ-
ing China and Saudi Arabia have offered emergency
assistance despite high-level visits of officials from
both nations.

Khan blamed the previous government for the eco-
nomic situation.

“Pakistan is suffering huge internal and external

debt ... caused by corruption of the former rulers,” he
said. Pakistan’s anti-corruption agency arrested oppo-
sition leader Shehbaz Sharif on Friday on charges he
took bribes to improperly award a low-cost housing
contract while he was governor of Punjab province.

Sharif is the brother of ex-Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif, who was removed by the Supreme Court last
year and in June was sentenced to 10 years in prison
by an anti-corruption court.

Both Sharifs deny wrongdoing, calling the cases
politically motivated. Commenting on Shehbaz Sharif’s
jailing, Khan said on Sunday: “He should have been
arrested months ago”. —Reuters

Pakistan may approach IMF to
address rising BoP crisis: PM

Khan to seek funding from friendly countries first

Swiss bank UBS 
on trial in France 
over tax fraud claims
PARIS: The Swiss banking giant UBS goes on trial in
Paris yesterday to face accusations it orchestrated a
huge tax fraud scheme for wealthy French clients, with
potential fines of billions of euros.

After a six-year investigation, judges last year
charged the bank and its French subsidiary of launder-
ing proceeds from tax fraud carried out from 2004 to
2012, allegations the bank has denied.

“UBS will finally have the chance to respond to what
are usually unfounded claims,” the bank has said, vow-
ing to “strongly defend itself.” Six bank managers and
former managers are also on trial, including Raoul Weil,
the former third-in-command at UBS, and Patrick de
Fayet, formerly the second-ranking executive for its
French operations.

The inquiry was opened after a former employee
alerted authorities over the bank’s alleged system of
setting up dual bookkeeping to hide the movement of
capital into Switzerland.

France’s national financial crimes unit estimates at
least 9.76 billion euros ($11.2 billion) was not reported
to the French tax authorities. The bank’s staff allegedly
approached French clients, from wealthy businessmen
to sports stars, at receptions, golf and tennis tourna-
ments or concerts to convince them to hide their money
in Switzerland.

If convicted UBS could face fines of up to half the
amount of money laundered, or nearly five billion euros.

‘My honor’
The whistleblower in the case, Nicolas Forissier, was

sacked by UBS in 2009 for alleged “gross misconduct”.
“My honor will finally be cleared,” Forissier, a former
internal auditing chief, said last year when judges

ordered the trial after prosecutors and bank executives
failed to reach a plea deal.

According to documents provided by German
authorities to French investigators, deposits from some
38,000 French clients with UBS amounted to a total of
around 13 billion Swiss francs (11 billion euros, $13 bil-
lion), a source close to the case told AFP.

Not all these clients are suspected of tax fraud, the
source said. UBS has faced similar accusations in other
countries in recent years. In 2009 the bank was
ordered by the US authorities to pay a $780 million
fine for allegedly helping 20,000 wealthy clients hide

some $20 billion from the Internal Revenue Service. 
Belgium has also indicted the bank for organized tax

fraud. 
France has cracked down hard on tax evasion in the

wake of the 2008 financial crisis, not least after a for-
mer budget minister was found to have hidden money
in overseas accounts.

A court upheld Jerome Cahuzac’s fraud conviction
this year, handing him a 300,000 euro fine and banning
him from public office for five years. The UBS trial is
expected to run until mid-November, barring any pro-
cedural delays. —AFP

Cambodia’s Hun 
Sen defiant despite 
EU trade threat
PHNOM PENH: Cambodia’s Prime Minister Hun
Sen has taken a defiant stance following a
European Union announcement last week that it
would ramp up trade pressure on Cambodia over
human rights concerns.

The European Union (EU) told Cambodia on
Friday it will lose its special access to the world’s
largest trading bloc, and said it was considering
similar trade sanctions for Myanmar, adding that
it was ready to punish human rights abuses in
both countries.

The EU warned that it had launched a six-
month review of Cambodia’s duty-free access to
the EU, meaning garments, sugar and other
exports could face tariffs within 12 months.

Speaking to Cambodian students on Sunday as
part of a trip to Japan to attend a regional meet-
ing, Hun Sen said Cambodia must defend its sov-
ereignty. Hun Sen has held power for three
decades.

“No matter what measures they want to take
against Cambodia, in whatever way, Cambodia
must be strong in its defense of its sovereignty,”
Hun Sen said during a speech to students in Tokyo
shared on his Facebook page on Sunday.

“I say it again and again: don’t exchange
national sovereignty with aid, don’t exchange the
peace of the country with aid,” he said. He did not
specifically comment on how the removal of trade
priviledges could impact exports.

The EU warned Cambodia in July that it could
lose its special trade status after a general elec-
tion that month returned Prime Minister Hun Sen
to power.

Rights groups said the election was not fair
because of the lack of a credible opposition,
among other reasons. The main opposition
Cambodia National Rescue Party (CNRP) was
dissolved by the country’s Supreme Court at the
government’s request last year and did not take
part in the election.

Many CNRP leaders have fled abroad and are
in living in self-imposed exile. Cambodia’s exports
to the European Union were worth 5 billion euros
($5.8 billion) last year, according to EU data, up
from negligible levels less than a decade ago.

Cambodia’s textile, garments and footwear
industry are vital to its economy. Around 40 per-
cent of its GDP comes from garment exports. The
garments sector employs more than 800,000
workers. The EU and US are the country’s pri-
mary markets for exports, according to the
International Labor Organization (ILO).

Reuters was unable to reach three workers’
unions for reaction yesterday. A government
spokesman, Phay Siphan, was also unavailable to
comment. Cambodia is marking a national holiday
from Monday to Wednesday this week with many
offices closed. —Reuters

Dollar up in Asia 
as China loosens 
policy, yuan slips
SYDNEY: The dollar edged higher yesterday as
China followed an easing in domestic policy by
allowing its yuan to fall, though the drop was not as
sharp as some had feared.

Moves were limited by a lack of liquidity with
Japan on holiday and the US bond market on a
break. A sudden and steep rise in Treasury yields
had underpinned the dollar for much of last week.

China’s central bank moved on Sunday to sup-
port the economy by slashing the level of cash that
banks must hold as reserves. It was the fourth cut
this year and comes as the economy struggles with
the drag from an escalating trade dispute with the
United States.

Beijing followed by setting its yuan at 6.8957
per dollar , the lowest since May last year but still
short of the psychological 6.9000 level that deal-
ers had eyed.

The fix left the dollar trading at 6.9039 in the
spot market , but off an early top of 6.9157. “China’s
latest reserve cut is another step to try to support
the domestic economy, amid the headwinds from the
trade tensions,” said Westpac strategist Frances
Cheung.

“We believe that the authorities would be com-
fortable for some yuan weakness, provided that this

will not invite unnecessary speculation - but this is
something that they cannot control.”

Any drop in the yuan tends to undermine other
emerging currencies as they need to depreciate to
keep exports competitive. The Indonesian rupiah,
for instance, slid to its lowest in over two decades
yesterday. Those flows in turn support the safe-
haven yen and the dollar, particularly when U.S.
yields are rising.

No stopping the Fed
Yields on 10-year Treasuries hit a seven-year

peak on Friday as data showed the unemployment
rate falling to its lowest since 1969.

“The employment report does not offer any rea-
son to think the labor market is losing any momen-
tum,” Kevin Cummins, a senior US economist at
NatWest Markets.

“As a result, the Federal Reserve’s plan for grad-
ual rate hikes through year end and beyond should
remain largely intact.”

Against a basket of currencies, the dollar was 0.1
percent firmer at 95.728 after hitting a six-week top
at 96.121 last week. 

The dollar inched ahead to 113.87 yen after top-
ping out at 114.55 last week, the highest since
November last year. Chart resistance around
114.70/75 remains a major barrier.

The euro hovered at $1.1513, having bounced
only modestly from its recent six-week trough
at $1.1462. Italian politics remained a drag as
the European Commission warned the country’s
budget  def ic i t  breached past  commitments ,
leading Rome to insist it  would “not retreat”

from its spending plans.
Sterling held at $1.3112 amid speculation Britain

was moving nearer to an exit  deal with the
European Union. EU Brexit negotiators believe a
deal with Britain on leaving the bloc is “very close”,
sources said, in a sign a compromise on a major
sticking point - the future Irish border - might be in
the making.

Brazil’s real was a shade firmer at 3.8364 per dol-
lar after polls in the Presidential election showed
right-wing Congressman Jair Bolsonaro was head-
ing toward a second-round runoff against leftist
Fernando Haddad. —Reuters

JIUJIANG: Investors monitor stock prices at a securities
company in Jiujiang in China’s central Jiangxi province
yesterday. —AFP

This file photograph taken on October 6, 2018, shows a sign of Swiss banking giant UBS at a branch in
Lausanne. 
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Shares slide on 
‘powerful cocktail’ 
of China slump, 
Treasuries and Italy
LONDON: European markets fell yesterday as
investor confidence took a knock from last
week’s spike in Treasury yields and from a
Chinese market slump brought on by concern
that an escalating trade war with the United
States could curb China’s growth.

Chinese markets re-opened after a week’s
holiday, and stocks recorded their biggest one-
day drop since February, with the Shanghai-
Shenzhen CSI300 down more than 4 percent
for only the second time in more than 2 1/2
years. This helped set the tone for the
European open and stock markets fell with the
pan-European index down 0.8 percent and
Germany’s DAX 0.8 percent lower. The MSCI
world equity index, which tracks shares in 47
countries, fell 0.35 percent.

The fall in global equities boosted demand
for the dollar as investors rushed for safety.
Against a basket of its rivals the US currency
rose 0.3 percent, edging towards a 14-month
high hit in mid-August.

Investor fears of higher US interest rates,
global protectionism, emerging market
weakness and an Italian budget row have all
combined to send equities sharply into the
red in October, with world stocks down
more than 2 percent already. “Europe is
stuck between China and the US, it is feeling
the heat from draining dollar liquidity and
the continued anti-trade rhetoric,” said Talib
Sheikh, manager of the Jupiter Flexible

Income Fund.
“We don’t think this is a dip to be buying

across the eurozone. Nothing there looks
desperately appealing, and if the macro
headwinds don’t look to abate, further
cheapening of valuations looks to be war-
ranted.” The dark mood in China sent shivers
across Asian markets and will  add to
investors nervousness-the MSCI benchmark
emerging markets equity index dropped 0.8
percent to its lowest level since May 2017
and is now down 5.5 percent in October, the
biggest monthly loss since January 2016.

Growth concerns led the People’s Bank of
China (PBOC) on Sunday to cut the level of
cash that banks must hold as reserves, aimed
at lowering financing costs as policymakers
worry about the fallout from the tariff row
with the United States.

“China just cut reserve requirement ratios
and expanded monetary policy, which is a
response to the fact that China’s economy is
slowing down, but the market doesn’t believe
there is enough stimulus to cut the slow-
down,” said Guillermo Felices, a senior
strategist at BNP Paribas Asset
Management, calling the current concerns
markets face a “powerful cocktail”.

“They’ve injected more liquidity into the
market to contain the slowdown, which has
already translated into weaker equity
prices.”

The Chinese slide comes after US
Treasury yields hit seven-year highs on
Friday, following data that signalled a contin-
ued tightening of the labor market and
increased inflationary pressures - adding to
the reasons for the US Federal Reserve to
continue with its hiking cycle.

Diverging monetary policy between
Beijing and Washington pushed the offshore
yuan to its lowest since mid-August at 6.937

against the dollar.
Brazil outperformed other emerging mar-

kets yesterday after far-right former army
captain Jair Bolsonaro won nearly half the
votes in the first round of presidential elec-
tions on Sunday.

London-listed Brazilian ETFs were up 6-
7 percent, while the real was forecast to
open stronger. US trading is likely to be mut-
ed yesterday, with markets closed for
Columbus Day.

Italy under pressure 
Renewed concerns over Italy’s budget

also added to the risk-off tone in European
equities. The FTSE MIB skidded 2.3 percent
to its lowest since 21 April 2017, as govern-

ment bonds yields hit new highs, putting
pressure on bank shares.

The European Commission has told Italy
it is concerned about its budget deficit plans
for the next three years since they breach
what the EU asked the country to do in July,
but Rome insisted on Saturday it would “not
retreat” from its spending plans. Italy’s 10-
year government bond hit four-and-a-half-
year highs yesterday, and its spread over
Germany reached 309 basis points, its
widest in five years. As a result, the euro fell
0.44 percent to $1.1469, close to its lowest
since Aug, 20.

Germany’s 10-year government bond, the
benchmark for the region, remains close to
four-month highs at 0.559 percent .  —Reuters

NEW YORK: The numbers are displayed after the closing bell of the Dow Industrial
Average at the New York Stock Exchange in New York. —AFP

PARIS: French Economy and Finance Minister Bruno Le maire (third right) addresses a press conference
yesterday flanked by (from left) Benin’s Economy and Finance Minister and head of UEMOA Romuald
Wadagni, BCEAO Governor Tiemoko Meyliet Kone from Ivory coast, Governor of the Banque de France
Francois Villeroy de Galhau, Governor of the BEAC Abbas Mahamat Tolli from Chad and Gabonese Minister
of Economy Jean-Marie Ogandaga, head of UMAC as part of a CFA Franc Zone Finance Ministers meeting
at the French Finance Ministry in Paris. —AFP

CBK holds draw
on ‘Your salary
and More’ campaign
KUWAIT: With MOCI representative Abdul Aziz
Ashkanani in attendance, the Commercial Bank
of Kuwait (CBK) recently conducted the third
draw of its ‘Your Salary & More’ campaign. The
winners were Younis Nasser Mansour
Mohammed and Fatima Khaled Al-Ghareeb and
both got their salaries doubled.

In this regard, CBK pointed out that all
Kuwaiti clients who transfer their salaries to the
bank during the campaign until December 31,
2018 would be eligible for participating in the
campaign for an instant cash prize of KD 150
and a Peal & Win coupon to win up to KD
10,000 or get a loan of up  to KD 10,000 with-
out interest. Clients will also be eligible for quar-
terly draws for participating in ‘double their
salaries’ campaign as well as enter the final draw
for a brand new Range Rover. 

LONDON: Facebook yesterday launched a range of
AI-powered video-calling devices, a strategic revo-
lution for the social network giant which is aiming for
a slice of the smart speaker market that is currently
dominated by Amazon and Google.

“It’s been a big shift for the company,” Facebook’s
vice president of  consumer hardware Andrew
Bosworth told AFP before the launch of “Portal”. 

“We’ve seen a rise of video call ing, on both
Messenger and WhatsApp-it has been a tremendous
trend,” he said. But the launch of a product putting a
camera into people’s homes is likely to raise privacy
issues for the social media giant, which has suffered
several major data breaches this year involving tens
of millions of user accounts. 

The device, which will be available for pre-order
in the United States from yesterday, is designed to
allow users to make video calls at home without hav-
ing to stand immediately in front of the screen or
hold a phone at arm’s length. Although the social
media giant acquired virtual reality headset manu-
facturer Oculus in 2014, this is the first time it has
developed a consumer hardware product in-house.

“At some point, we realized that if we want to
continue to advance our mission, the hardware we’re
dealing with... is limiting, and so we find ourselves
building our own hardware to try and accomplish
that mission,” Bosworth said.

‘Hey Portal’
Offering hands-free voice control, Portal comes in

two sizes, a 10-inch screen which retails at $199 (173
euros) and a 15-inch version will go for $349. And to
start the call, all it takes is: “Hey Portal.” During calls,
it can also play music on Spotify or videos from
Facebook Watch, as well as tell children stories via
augmented effects app Story Time.

And it also comes bundled with Amazon’s voice
interface “Alexa”, enabling users to shop or control

household appliances. During a conversation, the
integrated camera can automatically zoom out to
include a second person, or be instructed to follow a
certain individual as they walk around, even picking
out their voice over background noise. 

But Facebook has moved to quickly allay security
fears, saying that by keeping the processes on the
actual device rather than in the cloud, the risk of
hacking is lower than with a smartphone or comput-
er. Calls will be encrypted, and the AI technology
runs locally on Portal, not on Facebook servers, with
it only sending voice commands to the servers after
hearing, “Hey Portal”. The camera can be blocked by
a cover and the device has a button for disabling
both the lens and the microphone.

A guarantor of privacy? 
Security is a sensitive issue for Facebook which

had 50 million of its user accounts breached by
hackers at the end of last month in the latest privacy
embarrassment.  Earlier in the year, it was forced to
admit that the personal data of tens of millions of
users had been hijacked by Cambridge Analytica, a
political firm working for Donald Trump in 2016.

A British company, CA has been accused of col-
lecting and exploiting users’ personal data for politi-
cal purposes without their consent. Facebook has
since reasserted itself as a guarantor of privacy.

“Frankly if we don’t build the hardware, I do have
concerns,” Bosworth admitted, saying it was crucial
to put “people first” whether delivering a platform
for virtual reality or augmented reality.  “You need to
have abuse prevention very early on, you need to
have security built in early on.”

A cautious welcome 
The company worked with a US film director

in order to make the camera movements feel nat-
u ra l ,  s a i d  N i ck  Fe l l ,  m a r ke t i n g  d i r e c t o r  fo r

Facebook’s Portal team.
“We set out to try and make video calling so good

that it feels like you’re sharing the same physical
space as someone else,” he explained.  Facebook
representatives prefer to talk about their “mission”
rather than business models and profits, but it is
clear that wireless speakers and video calls repre-
sent a growing market.  There were 17 billion video
calls made on Messenger in 2017, double the number
in 2016, according to official data.

More than 60 million people in the US will use
wireless speakers in 2018, a figure expected to rise

to 76.5 million by 2020, according to eMarketer. But
analysts reacted cautiously to the announcement.

“Facebook is a little bit late to the market for
smart speakers,” said Tom Morrod, a research
director for consumer electronics and telecoms at
IHS Markit. “They’re going to find that selling hard-
ware scales quite differently from selling platform
services.”

The social network does not intend to stop with
Portal, promising to “invest very heavily, not just
hardware through Oculus but also through
Facebook,” Bosworth said. —AFP

A strategic revolution for the social network giant

Facebook launches AI
video-calling devices

MENLO PARK: A smart speaker device by Facebook Inc. called Portal is shown in this photo released by
Facebook Inc from Menlo Park, California. —Reuters

US rejects Iran’s 
legal claim to 
recover $1.75bn
in frozen assets
THE HAGUE: The United States yesterday asked judges
at the International Court of Justice to throw out a claim
by Iran to recover $1.75 billion (1.5 billion euros) in nation-
al bank assets seized by US courts. The US Supreme
Court ruled in 2016 that the assets must be turned over to
American families of victims of the 1983 bombing of a US
Marine Corps barracks in Beirut, among others. The hear-
ings at the tribunal were separate from Iran’s claim relat-
ing to current US sanctions against Teheran. Iran’s claim in
both cases is based on a 1955 Amity Treaty, which was
signed 24 years before Iran’s Islamic Revolution that
turned the two countries into arch enemies.

“The actions at the root of this case center on Iran’s
support for international terrorism,” Richard Visek, legal
advisor to the US Department of State, said yesterday,
calling on the court to reject Iran’s suit.

Washington announced last week it would withdraw
from the Amity Treaty after the tribunal ordered the US
to ensure that sanctions against Iran do not affect
humanitarian aid or civil aviation safety. It will take a
year for a withdrawal from the Amity Treaty to take
effect and Iran’s case against the asset seizure, which
was filed in 2016, will continue regardless.  The hearings
in The Hague will run until Friday and focus on US objec-
tions to the UN’s highest court’s jurisdiction. No date for
a ruling has been set. —Reuters

Air France offers
staff 4% raise 
PARIS: Air France-KLM offered its French pilots and staff a 4
percent raise, a union source said yesterday, in a bid to end a
pay standoff that has resulted in damaging strikes and the
departure earlier this year of the group’s last chief executive.

During a meeting with unions on Saturday, new Chief
Executive Ben Smith proposed a 2 percent raise retroactively
applied from the start of the year, plus another 2 percent next
January, the union official said. Unions may respond as soon as

Tuesday to the proposal, which would include a further pay
review in October 2019, he added.

Air France declined to comment on the offer, first reported by
French media. “These were discussions with (our) social partners
and not negotiations,” a company spokeswoman said.

The SNPL pilots’ union and others had been demanding a
5.1 percent pay hike to compensate for inflation that had erod-
ed real pay levels in recent years. The dispute led to weeks of
strikes earlier this year, grounding hundreds of flights and wip-
ing 335 million euros ($384 million) off the group’s first-half
earnings. Smith joined Air France-KLM last month from Air
Canada and rapidly took over direct leadership of the Air
France business from the carrier’s departing managing director
Franck Terner. —Reuters

Jaguar Land Rover 
to shut Solihull 
plant for 2 weeks as 
Chinese sales slump
LONDON: Britain’s biggest carmaker Jaguar
Land Rover will close its Solihull plant for two
weeks later this month after it reported a nearly
50 percent fall in sales to China as import
duties and a trade war with the United States
hurt demand. China’s automobile sales have
been falling in recent months, with a slowing
economy and trade frictions making consumers
cautious about spending, an industry body said
last month.

“As part of the company’s continued strate-
gy for profitable growth, Jaguar Land Rover is
focused on achieving operational efficiencies
and will align supply to reflect fluctuating
demand globally as required,” a spokesman
said in a statement.

The plant will close for two weeks from Oct.
22. The Unite Union said no jobs would be lost
as hours would be banked. Jaguar Land Rover,
which built nearly one in three of Britain’s 1.67
million cars in 2017, said last month that anoth-
er of its factories, Castle Bromwich, will go
down to a three-day week from October until
the beginning of December.

About 45 percent of the firm’s sales are
diesel models, which have been hit by clamp-
downs and tax rises in some countries as gov-
ernments try to cut air pollution. It has also
warned about the impact of any Brexit-related
loss of free and unfettered trade with the
European Union. —Reuters



All-new Infiniti
QX50 displayed 
at the Prestige, 
Avenues Mall 
KUWAIT:  Abdulmohsen Abdulaziz Al-Babtain Co
(AABC), the sole authorized dealer of Infiniti vehicles in
the State of Kuwait, proudly displayed the all new
INFINITI QX50 at the Prestige area in the Avenue mall
for three days. The much-anticipated vehicle is the
world’s first variable compression ratio engine in a pro-
duction vehicle.

The all new QX50 was created to fully meet the
needs of today’s premium car buyers and to deliver on
their desire to own the latest masterpiece of technolo-
gy. The VC-Turbo engine delivers the strong and con-
vincing performance of a V6 and the fuel economy of
a 4-cylinder engine - transforming on demand and
based on the input of the drivers. Instantly adapting to
their needs, the VC-Turbo lets them harness the exhil-
arating performance of 268 hp and 380 nm at 4,400
rpm of torque. 

The QX50 impressed the customers who require the
unique combination of interior space, power, efficiency,
hand-crafted quality, and modern design, along with
effortless on-road performance. 

Developed on an entirely new platform, the QX50
features the sophisticated and assuring INFINITI
Intelligent All-Wheel Drive. Drive Assist technologies
react instantaneously to critical driving situations,
supporting the drivers with a range of empowering
‘co-pilot’ features, and enabling them to always be in
total control.

The aerodynamically efficient exterior remains true to
that of the QX50 Concept and QX Sport Inspiration,
bringing a fresh interpretation of INFINITI’s distinctive

‘Powerful Elegance’ design language to the SUV segment. 
Combining a confident SUV stance with intelligent

packaging, and deep character lines with INFINITI
signature design cues, the appearance of the QX50
highlights the influence of human artistry in the design
process to emphasize the car’s premium quality.

The unrivalled interior space, artistic application of
high quality materials, and advanced craftsmanship
make the cabin as welcoming and comfortable as it is

flexible. Driver-centric, yet passenger-minded, the
QX50 offers a package of technologies to enhance the
driving experience, while a calm, connected, and relax-
ing cabin features an asymmetric layout - designed to
meet different needs of the driver and the passengers.

Infiniti Al-Babtain encourages its customers to dis-
cover true empowerment behind the wheel on Kuwait’s
welcoming roads by visiting the designated showroom
located in Al-Rai and test the all New INFINITI QX50.
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Amazing offers 
on Michelin tires
for Prado and
Pajero customers
KUWAIT: KAICO (Kuwait Automotive Imports Co WLL ),
Al-Shaya & Al-Sager, the exclusive distributors for
Michelin tires in Kuwait for over 70 years , presents their
exclusive offer to owners of Toyota Prado and Mitsubishi
Pajero. Customers can now benefit from this offer at the
company’s branches located in Shuwaikh, Al-Jahra and Al-
Ahmadi areas.

Michelin, is a French manufacturer based in Clairmont-
Ferrand, France. It’s one of the largest tire manufacturers in
the world and also owns other tire brands like BFGoodrich,
Tigar, Kleber, Riken, Kormoran, Uniroyal. Michelin is also
notable for its Red and Green travel guides, its roadmaps,
Michelin star awards for restaurants for their culinary skills
and the world famous mascot the BIBENDUM.

Ashish Tandon, General Manager , KAICO stated, that,
Michelin is a benchmark for tire manufacturers around the
world. It is renowned for its leading edge in tire manufac-
turing and makes tires from a bicycle to large aircraft like
the AIRBUS. It covers practically all kinds of vehicles on
the planet.

This amazing offer for Toyota Prado and Mitsubishi
Pajero is a one-time opportunity on Michelin’s world-class
tires. Sadiq Ali, Divisional Manager  stated: “We always
place the customer and his satisfaction at the top of our pri-
orities, and the company’s strategy is to focus on our cus-
tomer, so we are always keen to provide the most exclusive
offers in Kuwait,”

KAICO is also offering free nitrogen service during the
campaign. 

KAICO, Alshaya and Al Sager are always innovating and
developing their facilities to provide the best services to its
valuable customers at all times. 

KUWAIT: Ooredoo Kuwait announced yesterday an
agreement with SAP (NYSE: SAP) to provide a part-
ner-managed cloud for SAP software solutions.
Ooredoo will offer an affordable, ready-to-use, sub-
scription-based offering of SAP solutions in its private
hosted cloud, enabling customers to access SAP soft-
ware quickly and easily without the need for up-front
infrastructure costs associated with on-premise soft-
ware deployments. Ooredoo was also the Gold Sponsor
of the SAP NOW event in Kuwait under the manage-
ment of the B2B Division, and is considered to be one
of  Kuwait’s largest technology events of the year.
During a press conference held at the event, Director of
B2B Marketing at Ooredoo Kuwait discussed
Ooredoo’s role in the roadmap of Kuwait 2035. 

Amine Tazi, Head of Strategy and Business
Development, Ooredoo Kuwait, said: “We are happy to
announce our strategic partnership with SAP and
become the first and only telecom operator in Kuwait to
provide Partner Managed cloud  (PMC) for SAP soft-
ware through our cutting edge cloud infrastructure. This
is a new milestone for Ooredoo’s digital transformation
journey and towards delivering our mission of becoming
the one-stop-shop provider for our customers.”

“We can now offer our customers an end-to-end
hosted service for SAP solutions, from software acqui-
sition to ongoing support, all with one cloud delivery
model,” said Abdulaziz Al-Babtain, B2B Senior Director.
“Through our partner managed cloud, we will enable
customers to rapidly benefit from the latest innovative
SAP technologies without the need for capital expendi-

tures. This will allow cus-
tomers to focus on their
business rather than their
IT needs. This reiterates
our commitment to
embrace digitalization, and
help businesses achieve
more in this growing and
essential sector.”  

As a provider of a part-
ner managed cloud,
Ooredoo will provide cus-
tomers with a cost-effec-
tive, on-demand, cloud-
based delivery model of
their SAP software solu-

tions. Ooredoo will supplement these services with
application migration, implementation, management,
and support services along with the connectivity
requirements of the customers

“Kuwait’s organizations are among the region’s digi-
tal leaders, with CIOs who understand the incredible
business impact of adopting industry-leading cloud
services from Ooredoo and SAP to drive new digital
business models,” said Mohamed Helmy, Country
Manager, SAP Kuwait. “Cloud solutions are essential
for driving Kuwait organizations’ efficiency, collabora-
tion, and business agility. Our partner managed cloud
partnership with Ooredoo will help to accelerate the
New Kuwait National Development Plan’s nationwide
digital transformation goals to 2035 and beyond.”

Ooredoo Kuwait agrees to offer 
PMC for SAP software solution

Ooredoo gold sponsor of SAP NOW event in Kuwait

Abdulaziz Al-Babtain

KFH takes part 
in IMF, WBG 
meetings 
in Indonesia
KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance
House (KFH) is participating in
the 2018 Annual Meetings of
the International Monetary
Fund and World Bank Group to
be held in Bali, Indonesia. KFH
High-level delegation headed
by the Group CEO Mazin Al-
Nahedh, in addition to the
Bank’s leaders in different sec-
tors is participating in these
important meetings.

KFH is keen on participating
in these meetings on an annual
basis as they are the most sig-
nificant economic and financial
forums that bring together the
leaders of economy and the banking industry and senior govern-
ment officials worldwide where they address financial and eco-
nomic development issues. The meetings discuss the conditions
in different markets and in all fields with the presence of elite
businessmen and decision makers which makes the event more
significant with a considerable momentum.

KFH organizes meetings during the sessions to stress the role
of Islamic financial services industry and its role as a strategic
alternative in the global economy. In addition,  the meetings pave
the way for further coordination and cooperation with regulato-
ry and supervisory bodies concerned with Islamic banking, while
open horizons for joint projects and further agreements.

It is worth noting that the IMF has recently announced the
intention to begin implementing the core principles of the Islamic
Financial Services Board (IFSB) by 2019 for the regulation and
supervision of the sharia-complaint banking institutions. 

The IMF Executive Committee ratified a proposal to include
the basic principles of the Islamic Financial Services Board in
Malaysia in the assessment of the World Organization to regu-
late the work of Islamic Banks and follow up their performance. 

Mazin Al-Nahedh

ABK appoints 
Al-Mutawa as 
GM of Wealth & 
Private Banking Division
KUWAIT: Al-Ahli Bank of
Kuwait (ABK) yesterday
announced the appointment
of Khaled Faisal Al-Mutawa
as General Manager of its
Wealth & Private Banking
Division. 

Prior to his appointment
at ABK, he was the General
Manager of  International
Banking and Investments
Group at Gulf Bank.  He has
also served as the interim
General Manager of Risk and
Treasury, and was heading
Gulf  Bank’s Management
Credit  Committee and i ts
Investment Committee.   He was on the board of directors
of CINET from 2001-2008 and 2011-2014, and on the
Board of Directors of Masaleh Real Estate Company from
1997-2009. 

In a career spanning over 28 years at Gulf Bank, he has a
proven track record of managing several landmark transac-
tions and key client relationships within the banking sector.
The wealth of experience he brings to the role will allow the
bank to build on its solid track record of serving its private
banking clients and consolidate its already strong presence
in the country. 

Khaled holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Economics from the
University of Southern California in Los Angeles. He has also
completed multiple Executive Leadership and Development
programs from Harvard Business School.  

Faisal Al-Mutawa

Zimbabwe president 
says new tax 
necessary pain 
for recovery
HARARE:  Zimbabwean President Emmerson
Mnangagwa said yesterday a new tax on electronic
payments was a painful but necessary part of the gov-
ernment’s attempts to revive the economy, his first com-
ments since the imposition of the levy last week
sparked a public outcry.

After narrowly winning a disputed presidential vote
in July, Mnangagwa is trying to put back on track an
economy that all but collapsed under the near four
decade rule of Robert Mugabe which ended after an
army coup last November. Finance Minister Mthuli
Ncube on Oct. 1 announced the 2 percent tax, saying
the money raised would be used in the roads, health
and education sectors.

The tax will apply on mobile and card payments and
bank transfers above $10 with exceptions for foreign
payments and transfer of government funds.

However business and citizens objected, saying they
would be paying for the government’s profligate spend-
ing. Economic analysts said the tax would raise nearly
$2 billion annually.

Oil companies temporarily stopped delivering fuel
because of the impact of the tax, causing shortages.
The price of some basic goods and medical drugs have
shot up in the last few days.

To improve the economy, the government would
have “to take measures that are going to be painful and
this is one of such measures” Mnangagwa told a busi-
ness meeting in Harare.

“In our quest to leapfrog and cover the period of
two decades of stagnation, these things have become
necessary.” A 388-page government economic plan
released by Finance Minister Ncube on Friday shows
the government plans cuts in spending, borrowing and
the amount it spends on the civil service. The report
also outlines plans for privatization and the closure of
state-owned firms, among several other reforms to
improve the economy.

Zimbabwe is facing acute shortages of US dollars,
which the country adopted in 2009 when it aban-
doned its own currency after hyperinflation made it
worthless. The shortages have fanned a black market
where the premium for dollars increased to more than
200 percent yesterday, up from 165 percent on
Saturday. —Reuters

S Africa finance minister 
asks president 
to remove him
JOHANNESBURG:  South Africa’s Finance Minister
Nhlanhla Nene has asked President Cyril Ramaphosa
to sack him after he admitted to visiting the home of
the Gupta brothers, friends of scandal-plagued former
leader Jacob Zuma, a newspaper said on Monday.
Nene has become a divisive figure after testimony he
gave at an inquiry into allegations of corruption by the
Guptas, in which he admitted to the previously undis-

closed visits. He made a public apology about the
matter on Friday.

Zuma and the Guptas, who face numerous allega-
tions of using their friendship for mutual self-enrich-
ment, have consistently denied any wrongdoing. The
Business Day newspaper, citing unidentified govern-
ment sources, reported on Monday that Nene made the
request to Ramaphosa at the weekend.

“Government sources said Nene approached
Ramaphosa after the highly negative public reaction to
his apology to South Africans on Friday for the meetings
with the Gupta family when he served under Zuma,” the
South African newspaper said. It said the issue was likely
to be raised at a meeting of the ruling African National
Congress party later yesterday. —Reuters

(From left) Jassim Al-Mutawaa, Mejbel Al-Ayoub, Bilal Agha, Jassim Abdulrahim and Nazem Al-Ghabra.
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PUERTO PRINCESA, Philippines: When Theresa
Walgraeve and her husband set up their 15-room
resort in Puerto Princesa, a city on the Philippine
island of Palawan, they worried about mosquitoes and
monsoon damp - and the high cost of electricity. That’s
when the island’s Zero Carbon Resorts program
approached them with suggestions on how to save
energy and costs - from solar panels and LED lights to
rainwater harvesting, refillable bottles and bamboo
roofs for extra cooling.

The Walgraeves enrolled in the program, made the
changes, and achieved significant savings, Theresa
Walgraeve said. “They were not very big adjustments,
but we were able to cut our electricity and water use by
a fair amount,” she said. “Many guests are also mindful
and appreciate the fact that we are zero carbon. And
we are happy that we make a difference to not just
Puerto Princesa and Palawan, but also the Earth.”

In 2011, Puerto Princesa became the first Southeast
Asian city to earn a “zero carbon” label, meaning it pro-
duces no more climate-changing emissions than it can
offset, according to an audit by environmental partner-
ship SEED and the Manila Observatory. In fact, by pre-
serving its forests, using “green building” design and
shunning the diesel that once powered generators in
homes and hotels, the city is “carbon negative” - mean-
ing it pulls more carbon dioxide from the atmosphere
than it emits, according to the audit.

That makes it an outlier in the Philippines. But it -
like other Philippines cities - has motivation to act: the
nation is one of those most severely hit by wild weather
triggered by climate change, with its coastal cities par-
ticularly vulnerable to rising sea levels and deadly
storms. A report by the world’s leading climate scien-
tists, released yesterday, gives a stark warning that such
threats will continue to grow unless the world can hold
hikes in global temperatures to 1.5 degrees Celsius -
just a half degree higher than today.

Around the world, cities are at the frontline of the
battle to curb emissions, as urbanisation surges. More
than two-thirds of the world’s population is forecast to
live in cities by 2050, according to the United Nations.
Cities consume also more than two-thirds of the world’s
energy and account for about three-quarters of carbon
dioxide emissions, according to the UN.

“High-growth Southeast Asian cities are very vulnera-
ble, yet lagging behind in incorporating more renewable
energy generation in their plans,” said Rob Roggema, a
professor and urban sustainability expert at the
University of Technology Sydney. “Often, it is the lack of
political will that is the reason.  But it can be done - no
matter how big or small the city - with the participation
of residents and the private sector,” he said.

Most cities around the world are already dealing
with the effects of climate change, from hotter and
more humid summers to deadlier storms and frequent
flooding. A growing number are taking action. Leaders
of some of the biggest cities recently vowed to make
all buildings carbon neutral by 2050. More than 70
cities have pledged to become zero carbon by mid-
century. Admittedly, Puerto Princesa is a smaller city,
with a population of 223,000 people, according to the
2010 census.

But Palawan island, with its white-sand beaches and
clear blue waters, is seen as a green leader in the coun-
try. Twenty-five years ago, the island was being “rav-
aged” by illegal logging and fishing, and rampant min-
ing, said Edward Hagedorn, who was elected mayor of
Puerto Princesa in 1992. Hagedorn - who hailed from a
family of loggers - vowed in his victory speech to make
the city “clean and green”, and protect its natural
resources. —Reuters

Philippine resort 
city chooses  
low-carbon path 

PARIS: It was the disease to end all others, infecting a third
of humanity, killing tens of millions in their beds and
prompting panicked talk of the end of days across conti-
nents still reeling from war. One hundred years on from the
influenza outbreak known as the Spanish Flu, scientists say
that while lessons have been learned from the deadliest
pandemic in history, the world is ill-prepared for the next
global killer.

In particular, they warn that shifting demographics,
antibiotic resistance and climate change could all compli-
cate any future outbreak. “We now face new challenges
including an ageing population, people living with underly-
ing diseases including obesity and diabetes,” University of
Melbourne Dr Carolien van de Sandt, at the Peter Doherty
Institute for Infection and Immunity, told AFP yesterday.

Scientists predict that the next influenza pandemic-
most likely to be a strain of bird flu that infects humans and
spreads rapidly across the world via air travel-could kill up
to 150 million people.  Van de Sandt and her team exam-
ined reams of data on the Spanish Flu, which tore across
the planet in 1918.  They also studied three further pan-
demics: the 1957 “Asian” flu, the “Hong Kong” flu of 1968
and 2009’s swine flu outbreak.

They found that although the Spanish Flu infected one
in three people, many patients managed to survive severe
infection and others displayed only mild symptoms. Unlike
most nations, which used war-time censorship to supress
news of the spreading virus, Spain remained neutral during
World War I. Numerous reports of the sickness in Spanish
media led many to assume the disease originated there
and the name stuck.

It is now largely believed that the strain of flu in 1918 in
fact originated among US servicemen and killed a dispro-
portionately high amount of soldiers and young people,
but researchers said things would be different this time
around.  In 1918, in a world struggling with the economic
impact of global war, the virus was rendered deadlier due
to high rates of malnutrition. 

But the team behind a new study, published in the
Journal Frontiers in Cellular and Infection Microbiology,
said the next outbreak will spread in the developed world

among a population struggling with record obesity and
diabetes rates.

Double burden   
“What we know from the 2009 pandemic is that people

with certain diseases (such as obesity and diabetes) were
significantly more likely to be hospitalized with, and die

from, influenza,” Kirsty Short, from the school of
Chemistry and Biosciences at the University of
Queensland, said. The team warned that the world faced a
“double burden” of severe disease due to widespread mal-
nutrition in poor nations-exacerbated by climate change-
and over nutrition in richer ones. And global warming
could impact in other ways. 

Van de Sandt said that since many influenza strains
begin in birds, a heating planet could alter where the next
outbreak emerges. “Climate change may change migration
patterns of birds, bringing potential pandemic viruses to
new locations and potentially a wider range of bird
species,” she said. One thing the investigation into 1918
threw up was that older people fared significantly better
against the virus strain than younger adults. The team the-
orized that this was due in part due to older citizens hav-
ing built up some immunity through previous infections.  

Most of those killed in 1918 — roughly 50 million peo-
ple, or 2.5 percent of those infected-died due to second-
ary bacterial infections, something that antibiotics helped

alleviate during subsequent pandemics. But today many
bacteria are immune to antibiotics.  “This increases the risk
that people again will suffer from and die as a result of
secondary bacterial infections during the next pandemic
outbreak,” said Katherine Kedzierska, from Melbourne’s
Doherty Institute.

The authors sounded particular alarm over avian H7N9

— a virus that kills roughly 40 percent of people it infects,
even if it cannot currently pass from human to human. “At
the moment none of these viruses has acquired the ability
to spread between humans, but we know that the virus
only needs to make a few minor changes to make this hap-
pen and could create a new influenza pandemic,” said van
de Sandt. — AFP

Global warming 
could impact
in other ways

100 years on, influenza holds 
lessons for next pandemic

World remains ill-prepared for the next global killer   

Dr. Danka explains 
importance of 
psychotherapy for 
cancer patients
By Faten Omar

During a media roundtable held at Dr. Abdullah
Ghloum clinic in Shaab with Dr. Juliet Danka,
Sociologist and associate professor at the

American University of Kuwait, explained the importance
of psychotherapy for cancer patients. “Providing a patient
with psychotherapy could save him. The treatment
becomes effective only when a patient learn to accept the
disease. When a patient thinks about the disease negative-
ly, they tend to give up easily, which slows down the
recovery process. Understanding the emotional reactions
of patients with cancer could help in improving their
recovery. A cancer patient’s mental well-being is just as
important as their physical,” she said.

Danka affirmed that the shock is the initial reaction
from anyone who receives such a diagnosis. Fear, is an
emotion that most likely remains with a patient not only
during the treatment but long after the treatment has been
completed. Cancer patients will always have the fear of the
new changes and how the community will react towards
their diagnosis. Danka advises cancer patients to follow a

specific diet for a more effective treatment. It is very
important for a cancer patient to be in a positive environ-
ment with family members being very supportive and
emotionally strong. The patient should live life as normally
as possible and carry on by celebrating occasions like
birthdays and holidays as a family. Meeting and talking
with cancer survivors not only increases hope but also
helps them share their feelings with someone who is famil-
iar with their condition.

“I advise my patients to express their feelings but pre-
vent taking sympathy from the people around them at the
same time. Visitation hours should be about staying sup-
portive and acting as normal as possible. Most patients do
not like to be treated differently or to be sympathized
with,” she added. 

Social media and depression
Danka also revealed that the most frequent people to

come to the clinics are parents, who suffer from the con-
trol of social media on their children. “Nowadays, social
media has become a need for children. Parents give elec-
tronic devices to children as a means of distraction and to
keep them busy while they carry on with their chores.
Social media negatively affects the lives of our children so
we have to control it as much as we can by controlling the
usage of it,” she added. 

She said that the first step to control the usage of smart
devices is that parents must control themselves on how
they use their smartphones while they are around their
children, as children tend to copy them. “Electronic
devices must be avoided during family gatherings or on
the dining table. Parents must be strict in making such
decisions and should not give up even if the child starts to
cry. We must prepare our child for the hard life they will
face in the future,” she said.

On the other hand, people in Kuwait still believe that
going to therapy means that you are crazy although most
people are depressed because of changes in their lives.
“You may be depressed if for more than two weeks you’ve
been feeling sad, low or miserable, or have lost interest or
pleasure in usual activities. It’s important to remember that
we all experience some of these symptoms from time to
time, and it may not necessarily mean you’re depressed.
Equally, not everyone who is experiencing depression will
have all of these symptoms.” She noted that the signs and
symptoms of having depression are insomnia, withdrawal
from close family and friends, not being able to enjoy activ-
ities, lacking confidence, feeling unhappy and miserable,
tired all the time, loss or change of appetite and significant
weight loss or gain.

FLORIDA: An influenza vaccination is prepared for a patient at the CVS Pharmacy store’s MinuteClinic in
Miami, Florida. — AFP

Lion cub found 
abandoned in 
Dutch field
THE HAGUE: Dutch police were on Sunday seeking
the owners of a small lion cub found abandoned in a
cage in a field outside the central city of Utrecht,
police and news reports said. “On Sunday, we
received quite an extraordinary message: ‘a witness
has found a mini-lion in a cage in a pasture’,” local
police said on their Facebook page. “When we
arrived at the scene, we discovered a lion cub in a
cage. It seems to have been abandoned,” the police
said, estimating the little feline to be about four
months old.

The cub was first spotted by a jogger near the
small village of Tienhoven, about 10 kilometers north
of Utrecht, a local news report said. The cub was tak-
en for examination by a veterinarian, and then to the
Lion Foundation in northern Netherlands, the NOS
public broadcaster said. “Its cage was not very sturdy
and there was a chance that it could have escaped,”
added vet Peter Klaver, adding that the  police initially
asked him to sedate the animal.

“But eventually that was not necessary and we man-
aged to get the lion cub into my car, cage and all,” he
told the RTL private broadcaster. Klaver said he
believed the cub was dumped because it was getting
too big to handle. “I’ve been all over the world to sedate
animals, also lions and tigers. This is the first time some-
thing like this has happened to me,” the vet said.

Robert Kruijff, director of the Lion Foundation said
the cub was doing well and did not seem to be mal-
nourished. “We now have him in quarantine, and he
needs a lot of rest,” Kruijff told the NOS, adding the
animal was being held in isolation from other lines. “A
caregiver is giving him small pieces of meat,” said
Kruijff, whose foundation mainly takes care of former
circus animals.

Meanwhile local police and the Dutch food and
goods watchdog appealed to the public for informa-
tion leading to the lion cub’s owners. —AFP

UN warns paradigm 
shift needed to avert 
global climate chaos
INCHEON, South Korea: Avoiding global climate chaos will
require a major transformation of society and the world
economy that is “unprecedented in scale,” the UN said yes-
terday in a landmark report that warns time is running out to
avert disaster. Earth’s surface has warmed one degree
Celsius (1.8 degrees Fahrenheit) — enough to lift oceans and
unleash a crescendo of deadly storms, floods and droughts-
and is on track toward an unliveable 3C or 4C rise.

At current levels of greenhouse gas emissions, we could
pass the 1.5C marker as early as 2030, and no later than
mid-century, the Intergovernmental Panel for Climate
Change (IPCC) reported with “high confidence”. “The next
few years are probably the most important in human histo-
ry,” Debra Roberts, head of the Environmental Planning
and Climate Protection Department in Durban, South
Africa, and an IPCC co-chair, said.

A Summary for Policymakers of the 400-page tome
underscores how quickly global warming has outstripped
humanity’s attempt to tame it, and outlines options for avoid-
ing the worst ravages of a climate-addled future. “We have
done our job, we have now passed on the message,” Jim
Skea, a professor at Imperial College London’s Centre for
Environmental Policy and an IPCC co-chair, said at a press
conference. “Now it is over to governments-it’s their respon-
sibility to act on it.” Before the Paris Agreement was inked in
2015, nearly a decade of scientific research rested on the
assumption that 2C was the guardrail for a climate-safe
world. The IPCC report, however, shows that global warming
impacts have come sooner and hit harder than predicted.

Pay now or pay later 
“Things that scientists have been saying would hap-

pen further in the future are happening now,” Jennifer
Morgan, Executive Director of Greenpeace
International, told AFP. To have at least a 50/50 chance
of staying under the 1.5C cap without overshooting the
mark, the world must, by 2050, become “carbon neutral”,
according to the report.  “That means every ton of CO2
we put into the atmosphere will have to be balanced by

a tonne of CO2 taken out,” said lead coordinating author
Myles Allen, head of the University of Oxford’s Climate
Research Program.

Drawing from more than 6,000 recent scientific studies,
the report laid out four pathways to that goal. The most
ambitious would see a radical drawdown in energy con-
sumption coupled with a rapid shift away from fossil fuels
and a swift decline in CO2 emissions starting in 2020. It
would also avoid an “overshoot” of the 1.5C threshold. A
contrasting “pay later” scenario compensates for a high-
consumption lifestyles and continued use of fossil fuels
with a temporary breaching of the 1.5C ceiling. 

It depends heavily on the use of biofuels. But the
scheme would need to plant an area twice the size of India
in biofuel crops, and assumes that some 1,200 billion tons
of CO2 — 30 years’ worth of emissions at current rates-
can be safely locked away underground. “Is it fair for the
next generation to pay to take the CO2 out of the atmos-
phere that we are now putting into it?”, asked Allen. “We
have to start having that debate.”

The stakes are especially high for small island states,
developing nations in the tropics, and countries with
densely-populated delta regions already suffering from
rising seas.  “We have only the slimmest of opportunities
remaining to avoid unthinkable damage to the climate sys-
tem that supports life as we know it,” said Amjad Abdulla,
chief negotiator at UN climate talks for the Alliance of
Small Island States (AOSIS).

Limiting global warming to 1.5C comes with a hefty
price tag: some $2.4 trillion of investments in the global
energy system every year between 2016 and 2035, or
about 2.5 percent of world GDP.  That amount, however,
must be weighed against the even steeper cost of inaction,
the report says. The path to a climate-safe world has
become a tightrope, and will require an unprecedented
marshalling of human ingenuity, the authors said.

“The problem isn’t going to be solved with a silver bul-
let,” Ove Hoegh-Guldberg, director of the University of
Queensland’s Global Change Institute, told AFP.  “We need
a hail of silver bullets.” The IPCC report was timed to feed
into the December UN climate summit in Katowice,
Poland, where world leaders will be under pressure to
ramp up national carbon-cutting pledges which-even if
fulfilled-would yield a 3C world. The week-long meeting in
Incheon, South Korea-already deep into overtime-dead-
locked on Saturday when oil giant Saudi Arabia demanded
the deletion of a passage noting the need for global CO2
emissions to decline “well before 2030”.  — AFP

Dr. Danka. — Photo by Joseph Shagra
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Loyac Academy of Performing Arts
(LAPA) organized a workshop on Green
Journalism to encourage students to

revive the use of Arabic language within the
“#ourmotherlanguage” campaign adopted by
Loyac for two consecutive years. Workshop
activities began in cooperation with KUNA for
three days on ‘How to develop writing skills
and dialogue in Arabic’ for the age group from

12-17 years who were trained on the basics of
Journalism and on how to handle news credi-
bly and objectively in addition to the nature of
official news agencies work. The workshop
will further see Journalist Rami Ridwan on
October 10 and 11, 2018 who will speak on
several topics such as journalism, broadcast
journalism and the various standards and
basics of journalism.

Healthy
Week 
at BSK 

Last week, students from Year 3 at
the British School of Kuwait
(BSK) immersed themselves into

their learning, by coming to school
dressed as their favorite fruit or veg-
etable; this was a part of their Science
topic ‘Being Healthy’. Throughout the
week students participated in a wide
variety of practical learning activities.
The teachers and students brought in
different types of healthy food and held
food tasting sessions where the stu-
dents tried some delicious new fruits
and vegetables. The students were also
given an opportunity to make fresh
fruit kebabs and fruit cocktails.

Each morning the children started
the day with a ‘Wake and Shake’ ses-
sion, this included dancing and aero-
bics before the school day started. The
class teachers led the early morning
workout and the children thoroughly
enjoyed the opportunity to shake off
the ‘cobwebs’ ready for a day of learn-
ing. Throughout the week students
were also able to join in with a variety
of exercise sessions, such as circuit
training, aerobics, meditation and daily
fitness competitions which included
running, skipping and star jumps. 

All these activities were used to
enhance the curriculum and were
planned to help the students under-
stand how to live a healthy lifestyle,
outside of school.  “It was a fantastic
week and a great way to end the
Science topic. All students and teach-
ers really enjoyed healthy week and it
has inspired a love of learning and
raised high expectations for the rest
of the term,” Miss Sadie, Head of
Year 3, said.

LAPA holds Green
Journalism workshop 

Launching its co-curriculum activities and workshops, Jaber Al-Ali High School for boys, of
Mubarak Al-Kabeer Educational Zone, recently organized a model lesson in Geology pre-
sented by geology teacher Feras Yahya Saleem. The lesson held at the school’s geology lab
included a theoretical and a practical discussion of metals characteristics in terms of
streak, transparency, luster, luminescence as well as cohesive properties, hardness, tenacity
and fracture. 

Rami Ridwan

The Indian Community School, Kuwait
- Amman, organized an award cere-
mony of the Arts Fest, AURA 2018 on

September 29, 2018.  The prize distribution
ceremony was filled with music and dance
performance by the creative and artistic fir-
maments of ICSK Amman which was a
delightful experience for the parents and
students. The event was graced by the
presence of Honorable Chief Guest
Yashwant Chatpalliwar, Second Secretary
and Consular from the Embassy of India,
Kuwait along with the guests of honor A
Amer Mohammed (Secretary, ICSK Board
of Trustees), Vinukumar Nair (Vice
Chairman), Agnello Fernandes (Joint
Secretary), Dr V Binumon (Principal and
Senior Administrator) and Deepak Seth (HR
and Administrative Officer).

Principal of ICSK Amman Rajesh Nair
extended a warm welcome to the distin-
guished guests, parents and participants
who attended the function. Chief Guest
Yashwant Chatpalliwar in his address
appreciated and congratulated all the prize
winners and participants. He expressed his
joy to be a part of the program. An impres-
sive video on the highlights of Aura 2018
was presented during the program. AURA
- 2018 provided a platform to showcase
the artistic talents and creativity of stu-
dents and transformed them into ambitious
artists. 306 prize winners were awarded
for their achievements in various selected
competitions.

The Chief Guest awarded the presti-

gious ‘Kalathilak’ and ‘Kalapratibha’ titles,
trophies and certificates to the winners in
all the five categories and the Best House
trophy was bagged by the ‘Winners House’
for securing maximum points in  various
competitions. As a token of gratitude and
appreciation from ICSK Amman, a memen-
to was presented to the Chief Guest. A
vote of thanks was proposed by Vice
Principal Dr Mary Isaac which marked the
closure of the formal phase of the function.

The second phase of the function con-
stituted prize distribution along with music
and dance performances which mesmer-
ized the audience. The highlight of the day
was the Hat Parade when the tiny tots
walked the ramp adorned in exquisite hats.
Dance performances by the teachers
added charm to the program. The raptur-
ous applause of the audience, acknowl-
edging the talents of the winners filled the
venue with vibrant energy. The persistent
and sincere efforts of the coordinators
Mobina Siju and Vinitha Pratish, the coop-
eration of the entire staff along with the
overwhelming support of the parents and
well wishers took Aura to the zenith of
success.

The second phase of the program was
anchored by the Radio Jockeys (RJ’s) of
‘Radio Amman’, the prestigious radio chan-
nel of ICSK Amman, The delightful evening
came to an end leaving the essence of
memories of Aura 2018 staying forever,
strictly adhering to the tagline ‘Strengthen
the Aura around you’.  

ICSK Amman holds Arts Fest
‘Aura 2018’ award ceremony
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ACROSS
1. A doctor's degree in music.
5. Be successful.
11. A Loloish language.
15. A ruler of the Inca Empire (or a mem-

ber of his family).
16. The wood of an African obeche tree.
17. A less than average tide occurring at

the first and third quarters of the
moon.

18. An official language of the Republic of
South Africa.

19. Greek mythology.
20. Wasting of the body during a chronic

disease.
21. Eurasian perennial bulbous herbs.
23. A river in central Italy rising in the

Apennines and flowing through
Florence and Pisa to the Ligurian Sea.

25. Same in identity.
26. Hormone produced early in pregnancy

by the placenta.
28. African tree having an exceedingly

thick trunk and fruit that resembles a
gourd and has an edible pulp called
monkey bread.

30. A radioactive element of the actinide
series.

34. An intensely radioactive metallic ele-
ment that occurs in minute amounts in
uranium ores.

37. A nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drug
(trade name Nalfon) used in the treat-
ment of arthritis and other painful
inflammatory disorders.

39. A radioactive gaseous element formed
by the disintegration of radium.

41. An alloy of copper and zinc (and some-
times arsenic) used to imitate gold in
cheap jewelry and for gilding.

44. Make less active or intense.
45. A major god.
46. Informal terms for a mother.
47. Tag the base runner to get him out.
48. A unit of information equal to one mil-

lion (1,048,576) bytes.
49. A trivalent metallic element of the rare

earth group.
51. Counting the number of white and red

blood cells and the number of platelets
in 1 cubic millimeter of blood.

52. By bad luck.
56. The capital and largest city of Yemen.
58. An associate degree in applied science.
59. Small genus of delicate mossy bog

plants having white or violet flowers.
61. A Tibetan or Mongolian priest of

Lamaism.
63. An imaginary elephant that appears in

a series of French books for children.
68. United States newspaper publisher

(1858-1935).
72. An Arabic speaking person who lives in

Arabia or North Africa.
75. An ancient Hebrew unit of dry measure

equal to about a bushel.
76. Round object that is hit or thrown or

kicked in games.
77. Wild ginger.
79. A tiny or scarcely detectable amount.
80. Widely cultivated in tropical and sub-

tropical regions for its fragrant flowers
and colorful fruits.

81. Overcome esp. with astonishment or
disbelief.

82. Again but in a new or different way.

DOWN
1. The (prehensile) extremity of the superi-

or limb.
2. Relatively small fast-moving sloth.

3. A burn cause by hot liquid or steam.
4. Surrealist Spanish painter (1904-1989).
5. Of or relating to or characteristic of

Monaco or its people.
6. A loose sleeveless outer garment made

from aba cloth.
7. Type genus of the Nepidae.
8. Sour or bitter in taste.
9. A republic in West Africa on the Gulf of

Guinea.
10. The branch of engineering science that

studies the uses of electricity and the
equipment for power generation and
distribution and the control of
machines and communication.

11. Squash bugs.
12. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked

on a skewer usually with vegetables.
13. A complex red organic pigment con-

taining iron and other atoms to which
oxygen binds.

14. A domed or vaulted recess or projec-
tion on a building especially the east
end of a church.

22. (botany) Tissue that conducts synthe-
sized food substances (e.g., from
leaves) to parts where needed.

24. Dutch astronomer who proved that the
galaxy is rotating and proposed the
existence of the Oort cloud (1900-
1992).

27. A metric unit of weight equal to one
thousandth of a kilogram.

29. The cry made by sheep.
31. An esoteric or occult matter that is tra-

ditionally secret.
32. (nautical, aeronautical) Situated at or

toward the stern or tail.
33. Nicaraguan statesman (born in 1945).
35. (prosody) Of or consisting of iambs.
36. Any of various spiny trees or shrubs of

the genus Acacia.
38. Hungarian choreographer who devel-

oped Labanotation (1879-1958).
40. Any of the openings to the nasal cavi-

ties that allow air to flow through the
cavities to the pharynx.

42. A metric unit of length equal to one
thousandth of a meter.

43. An indehiscent fruit derived from a sin-
gle ovary having one or many seeds
within a fleshy wall or pericarp.

50. Valuable fiber plant of East Indies now
widespread in cultivation.

53. Possible to sell.
54. A plant hormone promoting elongation

of stems and roots.
55. Tropical evergreen trees or shrubs.
57. A river in north central Switzerland that

runs northeast into the Rhine.
60. A public promotion of some product

or service.
62. The capital and largest city of

Liechtenstein.
64. Any of various strong liquors distilled

from the fermented sap of toddy
palms or from fermented molasses.

65. A large bundle bound for storage or
transport.

66. (British) Traditional jazz as revived in
the 1950s.

67. Queen of the Olympian gods in ancient
Greek mythology.

69. 100 chon equal 1 won.
70. The emotion of hate.
71. United States humorist who wrote

about rural life (1818-1885).
73. A compartment in front of a motor

vehicle where driver sits.
74. The act of using.
78. A state in New England.

Yesterday’s SolutionDaily SuDoku
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Yesterday’s Solution

Bury the hatchet and let by gones be by gones. You crave peace and
this is the path you must take to obtain just that. You have no room for tension in
your life. It is a time you can work on being more sensitive to the needs of others.
Keep your focus more on the wants of those around you rather than your own. To
accomplish the peace you crave you will have to throw your selfishness out of the
window. If a peaceful world is what you truly crave, you will have to create it. 

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Today may be a great day to get some of those projects you have
been putting off completed. Steer clear of big decisions today. It is a great day for
you to sit back and analyze your situation. You may be craving some time out and
about but feel quite isolated from your friends. Take initiative today but know
your circumstances could dictate your actions. You will feel great support from
those closest to you today and this will fulfill a deep desire inside, Taurus. Some
choices are best made when much time and consideration are put into them. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

You may find yourself wanting to broaden your horizons. You know
this is a big world and your life is contained in a tiny square of it. It may be time
to take a step out of that box and find what the world has to offer you. You could
find it difficult to communicate with others today because you find your mind is
a million miles away. Curiosity has taken a hold on you and you can’t seem to
stay focused on the here and now. You may find this evening that a good book
may be just what you need to find this escape you have been searching for. A
good time for rest and relaxation is in order for you. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

You are one of a kind. Relationships take on greater meaning in your
life. You want everything in your world in its place and everything running
smoothly. One thing out of place will cause stress and tension in for you. You
have a talent for bringing those around you into harmony and this makes you a
wonderful leader. You are placing great focus on your marriage or a close rela-
tionship with someone dear to you. This is a great move and will result in a
strong bond you have been craving. Cancer, all is well in your world and the
steps you are taking will develop feed the deep roots needed for lasting love
and support from many close to you. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Leo (July 23-August 22)

You are ambitious, secure and responsible. All these qualities
seem to combine to help you excel in any area you apply yourself. You are
strong willed and have a desire to conquer the world and all that comes your
way. You are taking time to reflect on any of your past short comings. This
time of reflection is a guiding light for you now and will prevent you from
repeating any of your past mistakes. Knowledge is power and the wisdom
you have gained from past experience has you on the right track. You may
feel as though you are on this journey alone. Not much support is felt from
your peers. Do not worry. You will find this to be a very profitable time. 

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

Your self-confidence may be a little off today. Not to worry.
Confidence is not something you are born with. It is not part of your DNA.
You can boost yours with a simple mantra. It could be “I am strong. I can
handle whatever comes my way today” or “I am blessed. I have a lot to give,
and I will make every effort to share my talents with others.” You can use the
same mantra everyday or find a new one to fit each day. When you feel confi-
dent, it is apparent and contagious. Others respond to it. With practice confi-
dence can become an effortless habit. 

Libra (September 23-October 22)

Intellectual and literary interests seem to be where your focus is
now. You may find opportunity seems to fall into your lap when it comes to
being able to develop your talents in this area. This a time you will find great
pleasure in not only teaching others but also in learning. You may want to
teach or take a class. Start a new side business. you may find any marketing
efforts that are made will be much more profitable than you would think. Step
out on that limb, Scorpio. The risk may be well worth the reward. 

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

People sometimes wonder about the secret to your contentment.
It’s not something you think about. You just go about each day being helpful
and kind. You consider being reliable a part of who you are. You are not
working at being happy, but happiness is a by-product of your lifestyle. If
you could bottle and sell it, you might become financially rich. But you know
that money is not the key to riches. You reap your rewards by continuing to
invest in others. 

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

You are feeling some financial stress. That’s because you have
trouble distinguishing between “Needs” and “Wants.” Solve the problem by
listing your expenditures in the two categories. To assure objectivity, you
may want to enlist the help of a friend to verify the lists. (Utilities are Needs,
that new purse is a Want.) Set aside money for Needs, including payments on
current debts. Allow yourself the balance to spend on wants. Resisting the
temptation to spend more than you have will be difficult at first, but it will
soon become habit. And you will be surprised at how quickly you will feel
freer, less stressed.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Look for a rainbow today. Something good is happening in your
life. It may lead to something important in your career or your personal life.
Even if the pleasure you derive from it is not permanent, you can find pleasure
in the moment. You’re getting a break you deserve. Don’t discount it by pro-
jecting the future. If you take a “live today” attitude, the future will take care
of itself-and you. Happiness is a choice. Today you will choose to be happy.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

You seem to be experiencing a time of great curiosity. You may be
focused on the why’s and how’s of the world. You want answers to not only the
direction your life is headed buy also what exactly the future holds for you. This
may be a very spiritual time in your life. Education takes priority and you may be
feeling a desire to travel and see more of what the world has to offer. You desire
to get to know those closest to you on a much more intimate level. Leo, keep your
focus on knowledge and experiencing all the world has to offer you. 

You are ready to get serious about taking care of you! Meal plan-
ning seems to appeal to you. Organized and healthy are a great combination.
You feel great about yourself and about who you are. It is time to take the
new healthy you to a new level. You have previously made small changes and
now you are ready to dive head first into a new lifestyle. Join the gym, take
the walk, get up and get going. Changes now will bring great reward in the
future. Live out loud. Capricorn. If anyone can reach them, you can. 
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The aurora borealis, also
known as northern lights,
illuminates the sky along the
Ring Road in southeastern
Iceland, between Jokullsarlon
glacier lagoon and Hofn.—AFP

Bhutanese archer Ygyen Dorji (center), a mental health counselor and archery
enthusiast, interacts with other archers during a practice tournament at the
Changlimithang Archery Ground in Thimphu. 

A Bhutanese archer aims at the target at the Changlimithang
Archery Ground in Thimphu. 

A Bhutanese archer aims at a target at the Changlimithang
Archery Ground.

A Bhutanese shopkeeper displays arrows at a traditional archery crafts stall at
Norzin Lam in Thimphu.

A Bhutanese arrow maker works on an arrow at the Bhutan Traditional Archery
shop at the Changlimithang Archery Ground.

E
very weekend Bhutanese Pema Dorji chan-
nels his inner Robin Hood and aims for the
bull’s-eye, but not without generous sips
of the local brew and a leg-kicking dance

and song routine. The likes of Dorji make up the
vibrant archery scene in the small Himalayan
kingdom of Bhutan where the traditional sport is
a way of life for its 800,000 people.
Competitions are held across the country on var-
ious auspicious days each month before culmi-
nating in national championships attended by
hundreds of raucous fans.  “Alcohol and archery
go hand in hand,” said Tashi Dorji, the research
and development officer with the Bhutan
Indigenous Games and Sports Association
(BIGSA). “We drink to gain confidence. We have
a belief that if we drink we can hit the target bet-
ter,” the 25-year-old said, barely hiding a sheep-
ish grin.

The game they play pits two teams of 11 play-
ers each who try to hit the maximum number of
bull’s-eyes on a fixed target a full 140 meters
(yards) away.  A war cry rings out each time the
target is hit. Players in traditional “gho” dresses
dance and sing folk numbers-different ones for
winning and losing. The crucial drink breaks see
archers gulp down locally brewed whisky before
locking horns again on the field where colorful
flags flutter in the breeze.

Poison arrows 
The beloved national sport is steeped in leg-

ends about how bows and arrows were used to
hunt prey and destroy demons and evil spirits.
Stories also abound about how the Bhutanese
fought the rifle-armed soldiers of the British army
in the 19th century using arrows dipped in poi-
son. Archery was popularized by the first king of
Bhutan Gongsa Ugyen Wangchuk (1862-1926)

and it continued to flourish under royal patron-
age through the years. But it suffered a decline
after the reclusive nation decided to pursue eco-
nomic development and open its doors to mod-
ernization, eventually allowing in television in
1999.

“TV made modern sports available, sports like
football and volleyball which are cheaper to play.
Suddenly there was competition for our tradi-
tional sports,” said Kinzang Dorji, president of
the BIGSA. “Children had a wider choice unlike
the generations before them,” he told AFP. In
addition, the advent of more advanced compound
and recurve archery has meant Bhutanese
archers used to traditional equipment made of
bamboo reeds have struggled to find their feet in
international competitions. Bhutan has sent
archers to every Olympics since 1984 but a
medal has eluded the nation.

Rivalry and revelry 
Some say the Bhutanese, who will vote in only

the country’s third elections later this month, lack
the fiercely competitive streak needed to do well
in the sport. The likes of Ygyen Dorji beg to differ
though. “The rivalry is quite intense. Opponents
often plant women in the stands to distract the
rivals,” said Ygyen Dorji, a mental health coun-
selor and archery enthusiast.  “The ladies mimic
you, try to pull you down and one has to concen-
trate hard as pride and honor are at stake.”

Fellow participant Karma Tshering said
Bhutanese archers were not aspiring to global
acclaim. “Anybody can shoot with the sophisti-
cated modern bows with the help of release aids
and all,” said Tshering.  “It’s the traditional
archery which is more challenging, you have to
focus on both your body and mind,” he said,
adjusting the sashes on his waist which he won

for scoring maximum points during a game at
Thimpu’s national sports stadium. The Bhutan
Archery Federation recently started a program to
train and encourage children to take up the sport.

In a shot in the arm for traditional archery, two
Bhutanese athletes won gold medals at the his-
torical World Archery championship held in
August in Hungary. “It was a great experience to
compete with some 300 archers from all over the
world,” said gold-medallist Damcho Wangdi. “It
showed traditional archery can be revived as
many countries in Europe and Asia have some
history of playing with bows and arrows. “And
with our rich archery history and culture Bhutan
can lead the way.”— AFP

The ladies mimic
you, try to pull you
down and one has
to concentrate hard
as pride and honor

are at stake.

Bhutanese archers watch
another take aim at the tar-

get at the Changlimithang
Archery Ground in Thimphu.

— AFP photos
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mashing Pumpkins’ comeback “made sense in every way”. The band’s
founder members Billy Corgan, James Iha and Jimmy Chamberlin will release
new album ‘Shiny and Oh So Bright, Vol. 1 / LP: No Past. No Future. No Sun’,
and they’ll be back in the UK next week for a special Wembley Arena show

on October 16. Opening up to NME, drummer Jimmy said: “We’d been talking about it
for quite a while. It had taken on a life of its own and these things don’t really become
real until dates are announced. “There were never any disagreements with regards to
anyone’s willingness or desire to play. It was just a matter of waiting for the market to
come around to have something to sink our teeth into. “The LiveNation offer came
around and everything just seemed to be in alignment. It made sense in every way: with

the music, the setlist, the timing, the venues. It wasn’t a matter of thinking about it too
much. We were like, ‘Come on, let’s do it.’ “ The musician is back with the group - com-
pleted by guitarist Jeff Schroeder and tourist bassist Jack Bates - with the founding trio
reunited for the first since 2000. Insisting there were no hard feelings in the meantime,
he added: “It was never that big of a deal. We were still friends and mutually agreed that
the band was not right for me at that point. “I didn’t see myself fitting into that type of
workload. I had young kids and just wanted to spend more time with them. That was the
biggest part of it.”

S

Smashing Pumpkins 
reunion ‘made sense’ 

ak-Su got “great advice” from
Little Mix. The 2017 ‘X Factor’
champions have just finished a
huge arena tour with fellow

winners Little Mix, and the ‘Black Magic’
hitmakers helped keep the relative new-
comers “grounded”. Singer Ashley
Fongho told The Sun newspaper’s Bizarre
column: “They were great to be around.
They’ve been really helpful in terms of
just keeping it grounded. “We got to play
huge shows, but when we weren’t working
we went bowling with them or to the cine-
ma, things like that. “Little Mix and One
Direction both became absolutely massive
from the show but it isn’t necessarily like
that anymore, things have changed-it
takes hard work. But they gave us great
advice.” The boyband - whose lineup is

completed by Myles Stephenson, Jamaal
Shurland and Mustafa Rahimtulla - have
acknowledged the need to not rest on
their laurels, and instead keep working
hard since winning the TV talent show.
Myles - who has been in Los Angeles
with his bandmates as they prepare for
their debut LP - added: “[‘X Factor’] has
given us an amazing platform but we need
the songs to stand on their own now for
us to cement our place in the business.
“We’ve been working on the new material
for months and months, probably about
70 songs in total, so the time has come to
start letting people hear it. “It’s nerve-
racking and I’m feeling the pressure-we
all are-but we have worked hard and we
believe in it.”

Rak-Su got advice
from Little Mix 

R

Parton heartbroken
by own Presley snub 

olly Parton was heartbroken when she stopped
Elvis Presley recording ‘I Will Always Love
You’. The ‘9 to 5’ hitmaker was “desperate” to
have The King release a version of the track in

1975, but called off their agreement when his representa-
tives told her she had to sign away the publishing rights
to the song. She said: “His manager Colonel Parker called
me up the day before he was due to record the song and
said, ‘Now you know Elvis has to have the publishing
rights or at least half the publishing rights of any song he
records.’ “I was desperate for Elvis to sing my song and
I’d told everyone he was going to sing it, but I couldn’t let
that happen. It’s my song, my publishing rights. It broke
my heart but I had to turn him down.” In 1992, the late
Whitney Houston covered the song for the movie ‘The
Bodyguard’ and it went on to earn the 72-year-old singer
over £15 million in royalties, so even though the track has
become more associated with the ‘I’m Every Woman’ hit-
maker, than herself, Dolly doesn’t mind. She told Event
magazine: “People say it’s Whitney’s song, and that’s all
right as long as they send the cheques to me!” Dolly has
been happily married to Carl Dean since 1966 bu she
admitted she was always “too selfish” to have children
because of her focus on her career, and she doesn’t
regret her decision. She admitted: “I was too selfish to
have children. The biggest thing I wanted was my career.
I wanted to be married, I wanted never to be divorced, I
wanted to be a big singer and that was all I thought
about.  “Later in life I did think about it, but nothing hap-
pened and I accepted it. “I’m never going to say it’s
something I regret because that would not be true. It was
my choice to put everything into having this career. I
believed I could have it but it took work - and it still
takes work.”

Minogue
cancels shows 

due to throat 

infection 
ylie Minogue has axed shows in
Dublin and Belfast due to illness. The
‘I Should Be So Lucky’ hitmaker has
apologised to her fans on social

media after being unable to perform the dates on
her European tour after falling ill with a throat
infection. Sharing the sad news on Instagram on
Sunday she wrote: “Lovers I’m so sorry to let
you know that I can’t do tonight’s Dublin or
tomorrow’s Belfast shows. “I’ve been trying
everything possible to be well enough to perform
for you but a throat infection has led to vocal
strain.” However, the 50-year-old star has vowed
to make it up to her fans, and revealed that
details for the postponed concerts are on the
way. She continued: “I promise I’ll be back as
soon as possible and at 100%. (The Guinness
will be on me!) We’re working on rescheduling
and more details will follow. “I’m so, so sorry to
let you down and thank you for your understand-
ing.” The cancelled shows mean Kylie will have a
chance to rest and recover now, with the tour not
set to continue until November when she heads
to mainland Europe with shows in Luxembourg,
Belgium, France and Switzerland, before moving
on to Italy, Germany, Austria, Netherlands,
Denmark and Germany. Meanwhile, the
Australian pop superstar - who went down the
country route on her latest LP ‘Golden’ - recently
revealed she’d love to work with producer Mark
Ronson. She said: “I feel a bit of disco coming on
next.  “There’s actually a big disco section in this
show and we all know about it by the end
because it nearly takes us all out. “It’s full-on,
full-tilt, so that’s where I would go at this point.”
When asked who she would like to work with on
a disco project, she replied: “Mark Ronson I love,
of course. He is one of many I’m interested in.”

K

hris Cornell’s family have
unveiled a statue in his honor.
The Soundgarden singer - who
sadly took his own life in May

2017 - was hailed as the “voice of a gen-
eration” by his widow Vicky at a ceremo-
ny as she joined their children to reveal
artist Nick Marra’s life-sized bronze
sculpture at Seattle’s MoPOP Museum on
Sunday. Hailing Chris as a “beautiful, pow-
erful, incomparable” source of light, she
said: “He was the voice of a generation,
and an artist that continues to draw us
closer together, forever.” She also took
the time to thank those assembled for
their support and the city’s “loudest love”.
She said: “I thank you for embracing and
loving Chris so deeply. Thank you, Seattle,
for the support and loudest love.” The
couple’s children, Christopher, Toni, and
Lily, then pulled back a curtain to reveal
the six foot statue, which depicted the
Soundgarden frontman wearing a leather
jacket and dog tags and wielding a
Gibson guitar. Vicky herself had commis-
sioned the statue and said it was her gift
to “the tight-knit community that gave
him his start.” Jasen Emmons, Artistic
Director of MoPOP felt the drizzly weath-
er was appropriate for the ceremony. He
said: “The clouds tonight somehow feel
right for someone who brought us so
much dark, beautiful music.”  And the
‘Black Home Sun’ rocker’s philanthropic

partner Trevor Nielsen said: “Chris is here
in this mist with us today.” Soundgarden’s
Kim Thayil, Ben Shepherd, and Matt
Cameron also attended the unveiling cer-
emony, which was preceded by an hour-
long screening of a 2013 concert from the
group inside the facility’s Sky Church.
Guest books were also on hand for fans to
leave memories and tributes, and the
museum also revealed a new addition to
their collection. Visitors to MoPOP will
now be able to see one of the Audioslave
singer’s tour outfits, complete with leather
jacket and some Soundgarden lyrics.

Chris Cornell 
statue unveiled 
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Iggy Azalea 
cancels tour 

ggy Azalea has cancelled her tour.  The ‘Fancy’
hitmaker only announced that she was hitting
the road last month following the release of
her new music, but fans have been left devas-

tated after she pulled the plug on her North American
dates on Sunday night.  Taking to her Twitter account,
the 28-year-old rapper said: “Believe me - i was really
excited for this tour... and im genuinely disappointed it
can’t happen this year. The choice was out of my hands
and not my call to make. I hope i will get to see you all in
person one day. I love you. (sic)” She later added: “All i
can do is keep pushing, keep recording and keep a smile
on my face,” sparking speculation the axe was nothing to
do with her. Iggy didn’t go into details about why the
‘Bad Girls’ tour was cancelled but it came shortly after
her tour opener CupcakKe pulled out over a cash dis-
pute.  She tweeted: “Listen y’all, I went from getting paid
330k on this tour to 30k that’s what I mean by ‘change
plans.  “THIS WAS NOT IGGY THAT CHANGED
PLANS! It was the ones that put it together! Iggy knows
I love her. I just need that bag IN FULL. (sic)” This isn’t
the first time Iggy - who hasn’t been on the road for four
years - has run into some trouble when it comes to tour-
ing as back in 2015 she was forced to cancel her gigs
after support acts Nick Jonas and Tinashe pulled out due
to scheduling issues and bosses struggled to find last-
minute replacements. Iggy said: “I began the search, and
to be honest, I never found someone who was available
on those dates that I thought was a good fit for the tour.”
Fans who had purchased tickets for her ‘Bad Girls’ tour -
which was meant to run from October 27 until December
4 - can get a refund from their point of purchase.

I

Buble almost gave 
up music for good 

ichael Buble didn’t think he’d make music again
following his son’s cancer diagnoses. The
‘Haven’t Met You Yet’ hitmaker and his wife
Luisana Lopilato were devastated when they

found out that their son Noah, now five, was battling liver
cancer in 2016, and Michael dropped his career in order to
be there to support his family. Now Noah is finally getting
better, the 43-year-old crooner has made a return to mak-
ing music, and says that whilst he finds performing to be a
“true joy”, there was a time when he thought he was fin-
ished for good. Speaking to The Sunday Mirror’s
Notebook magazine, he said: “I thought I might never
make music again. I knew if I came back into this world, it
would have to be bliss. And it is. If it wasn’t, I wouldn’t be
here. “For two hours a night [at gigs] you can forget about
how tough and cynical the world is and just dance with
me. To me that’s true joy.” Michael - who also has two-
year-old son Elias with Luisana - recently admitted he
“wished he didn’t wake up” when he discovered his son’s
diagnoses. He said: “It sucks. It still sucks. What we went
through was the worst possible thing that you could hear
as a parent, and as maybe a human being. I much rather
would have it have been me. Many times I wish that it had
been. “[There were times we] wished we didn’t wake up.
I’ve been through a lot. One of the things about going
through something that my family has been through is that
it gives you great perspective and one of those points of
[perspective] is that it really shows you to appreciate the
good things.” But now his tot’s cancer is in remission,
Michael says everything in their lives has improved. He
added: “I truly thought I would never go back [to music]. I
was done. It just seemed completely unimportant com-
pared to what was going on with Noah. Things got very
clear for me, very quickly. I live with no fear now. I’ve been
to hell. [Now Noah’s better], food never tasted so good,
music never sounded so good, my relationship with my
family, my faith ... all of it. My wife and I, we got happy, we
fell in love again.”

M
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ddie Marsan has signed up to star in ‘Fast and
Furious’ spin-off ‘Hobbs and Shaw’. The 50-
year-old English actor has appeared in several
David Leitch directed films including

‘Deadpool 2’ and ‘Atomic Blonde’ and the filmmaker has
now got him on board for the action flick, which will star
‘Fast and Furious 8’ duo Dwayne Johnson and Jason
Statham as the titular characters. Teasing the plot of the
film, Leitch said: “I think it’s going to be a little bit more
grounded because it’s the beginning. It’s an origin story,
in a sense. It’s not an origin story, but we’re starting a

franchise. So we want it to be a little bit more grounded,
a little bit more character-centric.  “We’re going to set up
the stakes for these guys and their relationship, but we’re
also going to have some great set pieces and some action
that you’d expect from that type of franchise.” The spin-
off will continue from 2017’s ‘The Fate of the Furious’ and
see Johnson play agent Luke Hobbs and team up with
assassin Deckard Shaw (Statham) to fight Idris Elba, who
will play the film’s as-yet unnamed villain. ‘Fast and
Furious’ scriptwriter Chris Morgan is penning the ‘Hobbs
and Shaw’ film and although it will contain the “original

DNA” of the ‘Fast and Furious’ franchise but still maintain
their own “take on the Fast universe”. Leitch added:
“We’re diving into their world. I think we want to have
our own take on the Fast universe. It will definitely have
elements of the original DNA, but it is more drifting into
Shaw’s spy word and Dwayne’s agent world and, obvi-
ously, we want to build on their relationship, their con-
flict, their banter. That chemistry that they have between
them, that’s sort of what’s driving the movie.” 

E

Marsan to star in 
Hobbs and Shaw 

Williams 
loved Venom
unpredictability
on set

ichelle Williams loved working with someone
as fearless as Tom Hardy on ‘Venom’. The 38-
year-old star appeared opposite the 41-year-
old actor in the new superhero blockbuster,

and she admitted his enthusiasm and imagination meant
filming was taken in “all kinds” of unexpected directions.
She told Collider: “It’s super fun because you wind up in
all kinds of situations that you wouldn’t have imagined.
We would come up with things that weren’t scripted and
all of a sudden you’re taking this non-linear leaps [to]
places and then it’s just really fun. “You’re truly improvis-
ing not only the particulars of what you’re saying to each
other, but the situations you’re in. It feels almost like fly-
ing. You don’t know exactly where you just were, you
don’t know where you’re going but you’re in it together.”
Williams also revealed she was inspired to take on the
role of Anne Weying in the movie after enjoying the
‘Guardians of the Galaxy’ films, and Robert Downey Jr.’s
turn as Tony Stark and his alter ego Iron Man in the
Marvel Cinematic Universe. She explained: “I’d been
watching some of these movies like ‘Guardians of the
Galaxy’ and Robert Downey Jr. and you’re like, they look
like they’re having fun! “Hm, interesting. They look like
they’re having fun and they’re believing where they are -
I want to try doing that! That looks like a fun, interesting
challenge to take on. And then when this came along, I
thought I’d really like to do with Tom Hardy.” Although
‘Venom’ has received mixed reviews from critics and
fans, it has proven a huge box office success with an esti-
mated US haul of $80 million, beating the previous
October record of £55.7 million for 2013’s ‘Gravity’.

ob Delaney didn’t have to audition for ‘Deadpool 2’.
The 41-year-old actor became a fan favorite after
he was cast as Peter, an average middle-aged man
with no powers who joins the X-Force, in the

superhero film, but he has admitted he didn’t have to go
through the process of showing off his acting ability and
fighting for the role because Ryan Reynolds - who directs and
stars in the movie - rung him up and offered him the part.
Speaking on Britain’s ‘Sunday Brunch’, he said: “It so hap-
pened that Ryan Reynolds watched ‘Catastrophe’ and enjoyed
it. And so he just called and said, ‘Hey, do you want to be in
the movie?’ And I was like, ‘Yeah, I’d like that’. And he was
like, ‘Do you want to know what you’ll be doing?’ and I said, ‘I
don’t care’.” The character became so popular with fans that
Reynolds announced that he’d like to do a spin-off focused on
Peter called ‘Deadpool 3: Absolutely Peter.’ He explained: “I
would love to see a Peter spin-off movie ASAP. I love Peter.
That’s probably one of my favorite characters.” Reynolds
would also like to explore his character Deadpool’s sexuality
in the next movie because he believes big screen productions
should reflect the real world.  The 41-year-old actor said
recently: “I certainly think that this universe needs to repre-
sent and reflect the world in very real ways. “The great thing
about ‘Deadpool’ is that we’re allowed to do things that other
superhero movies don’t necessarily do... It’s something that I’d
love to see more of, certainly through Wade, certainly through
this universe.”

Delaney DIDN’T AUDITION
FOR Deadpool 2

MChazelle wanted
new challenge 

of First Man 
amien Chazelle wanted to make Neil
Armstrong film ‘First Man’ because it is
the “polar opposite” to ‘La La Land’.
The 33-year-old Oscar-winning direc-

tor tells the story on screen of the 1969 Apollo 11
mission to the moon with Ryan Gosling playing the
first man to step foot on the moon, astronaut
Armstrong, in the biographical space drama and he
relished the challenge of making such a different
movie to the musical. Speaking to The Guardian,
Chazelle said: “I liked doing something that felt like
the polar opposite of ‘La La Land’, just as ‘La La
Land’ felt like the polar opposite of ‘Whiplash’, at
least emotionally. But I was also just interested in
exploring a different world - this was my first time
doing something that wasn’t directly tied to my
own life experience. “I related to it as a movie
about trying to turn dreams into reality, somewhat
similar to ‘La La Land’ and ‘Whiplash’. I also want-
ed to give a sense of the work involved in becom-
ing an astronaut, which movies tend to obscure -
the sweaty hands, the vomit on the shirt, the dirty,
gritty, cobbled-together aspect of it.”  Chazelle -
who had his career breakthrough with 2014 jazz
drama ‘Whiplash’ - admits he learnt about space
travel from making the movie and he was deter-
mined to make his scenes as accurate as possible.
He added: “I would say I was more interested in
movies about space travel than space travel itself
[as a kid]. I always wanted to do art, whether it
was music or movies or drawing or storytelling.
Certainly I learned more about space travel by
doing this movie than ever before. It took one trip
to Houston early on to slap me in the face and go,
‘Oh s**t, if I actually want to do this I have got to
buckle up and learn.’ “ It is the second time
Chazelle and Gosling have worked together fol-
lowing the enormous success they shared on ‘La
La Land’ and the filmmaker insists the 37-year-old
actor shares some of the “obsessiveness” and
“determination” to “get things right” that
Armstrong had, which made him perfect to play
the real-life American hero. Chazelle said: “He does
a deep dive [into the character] and has some of
Neil Armstrong’s obsessiveness and determination
to get things right. In between takes he’d be hud-
dled off with one of the astronauts we had on set,
asking ,’Did that look OK?’ ‘Was it this button or
that button?’ ‘For the next scene I have to pull the
RCS switch - do you pull them fast or slow?’ He’s
just like a hawk for all those things.”

D

J.A. Bayona hopes
world learned a lesson
from Jurassic World:
Fallen Kingdom 

.A. Bayona hopes that cinema goers
learnt something about the dangers of
modern science from ‘Jurassic World:
Fallen Kingdom’. The 43-year-old direc-

tor dealt with the implications of cloning and bring-
ing extinct species back to life in the blockbuster
dinosaur sequel and he hopes his message about
not meddling with nature was apparent to cinema
goers, just as it was in Steven Spielberg’s 1993
original. In an interview with Collider.com, he said:
“One of the things that I love about the Steven
Spielberg movies is somehow how he’s able to
combine big entertainment with important ideas,
and sometimes they feel like moral tales. They tell
you what is the right thing to do and the wrong
thing to do. And I like that. From the very begin-
ning, from the very first page of Michael Crichton’s
book, it was also the intention, like pointing not sci-
ence, but the wrong use of science. So hopefully,
that will plant a seed on the people and the kids.
Not for dinosaurs, but for animals. I think that if you
can do that, I think it’s great.” However, Bayona
believes if it were to become possible to bring
dinosaurs back to life in reality the curiosity would
win over the moral dilemma. He added: “From the
moment you will tell the people that you can create
a dinosaur, people will get crazy and forget about
the moral and the ethical repercussions of it.”
Bayona will not be helming the next ‘Jurassic World’
movie, instead handing over control to Colin
Trevorrow who was responsible for bringing the
franchise back to the big screen in 2015. The ‘A
Monster Calls’ filmmaker doesn’t know much about
the plot for the next installment but he is sure that
Trevorrow will make a very “exciting” movie. He
said: “No, I don’t know much about it. I think it’s
very interesting. It’s something that definitely we’ve
never seen before, and I like that. But at the same
time, I know that Colin has a very challenging
endeavor right now in front of him. I think it’s very
exciting, but it’s very challenging, too.” The next
‘Jurassic World’ film is slated for release in 2021
with Chris Pratt and Bryce Dallas Howard due to
reprising their roles as Owen Grady and Claire
Dearing respectively.

J

Mark Ruffalo lets
out Avengers 4 title?

ark Ruffalo accidentally let slip the titled for
‘Avengers 4’. The 50-year-old actor stars as
Bruce Banner and his alter ego The Hulk in the
Marvel Comics Universe ensemble movie fran-

chise, and during an appearance on ‘The Tonight Show
starring Jimmy Fallon’, he seemed to make a huge slip up
when he accidentally blurted out the subtitle for the
upcoming fourth installment. During his interview, the
entire audio clip - which saw him unveil key secrets
about the plot, as well as the true title - was bleeped out,
both in the studio and on television, but fans have been
doing their best to lip read what the actor was saying. It
appears the titled could be ‘Avengers: Annihilation’, which
also fits with an earlier tease that the film’s directors, The
Russo Brothers, had put out in which they said the title
would include two A’s. After his on-screen blunder -
which was set up as a joke for the show - Mark took to
Twitter to beg show host Jimmy not to include the spoil-
ers in the final program. He wrote: “I trust that you will
cut my spoiler slip on the show tonight. That was “off the
record” homey. Please don’t get me in trouble with
Marvel (Barry) again. DM me back. (sic)” To which Jimmy
replied: “Dude, it’s too late - already sent the final show
to Burbank for air. Are you sure you’re gonna be in trou-
ble? We could maybe bleep it out. What is “DM”?”
Mark has a history of letting slip some fairly major
secrets, after he previously spoiled the ending of
‘Avengers: Infinity War’ a year before its release, and
live-streamed the first 15 minutes of ‘Thor: Ragnarok’ at
its premiere. ‘Avengers 4’ is set for a 2019 release, and
Chris Evans - who plays Captain America - recently con-
firmed the movie had wrapped filming, as he hinted that
he’d made his final outing as the superhero after eight
years in the role. He tweeted: “Officially wrapped on
Avengers 4. It was an emotional day to say the least.
Playing this role over the last 8 years has been an honor.
To everyone in front of the camera, behind the camera,
and in the audience, thank you for the memories!
Eternally grateful.”

M

ames Bond will never be played
by a woman. Producer Barbara
Broccoli has insisted that the
franchise featuring the suave

spy will never be rebooted with a woman
taking on the leading role. She told The
Guardian: “Bond is male. He’s a male char-
acter. He was written as a male and I think
he’ll probably stay as a male. “And that’s
fine. We don’t have to turn male charac-
ters into women. Let’s just create more
female characters and make the story fit
those female characters.” And she also
admitted that Bond will never be seen as
feminist because people “reference those
early movies. It was written in the 50s, so
there’s certain things in [Bond’s] DNA that
are probably not gonna change”. She
added: “But look at the way the world has
changed. And I think Bond has come
through and transformed with the times.
I’ve tried to do my part, and I think par-
ticularly with the Daniel [Craig] films,

they’ve become much more current in
terms of the way women are viewed.”
While Bond will never be a woman,
Barbara has been praised for ensuring
safety on her sets for women. ‘Die
Another Day’s Rosamund Pike previously
said: “I look back over my experience and
think: ‘My goodness, Barbara Broccoli
was way ahead of all this #MeToo move-
ment. There wasn’t an ounce of feeling
uncomfortable while I was on that set.”
Barbara explained: “I was allowed to -
encouraged to - grow within the company
and felt very supported by my father and
my brother, Michael. So I always said
what I thought if I didn’t like something.
“I’m acutely aware of what actors have to
go through. They have to expose the most
vulnerable parts of themselves. I think you
have to create an environment where
people feel free to experiment and not be
ridiculed.” — BangShowbiz

James Bond will never
be played by a woman 
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A photo shows the forested
area near Moscow known

as Kommunarka where his-
torians believe Stalin’s

NKVD secret police killed
and buried more than 6000

people in 1937-41.
—AFP photos

In this file photo shows Singer/songwriter Taylor Swift
attends the 2018 Billboard Music Awards 2018 at the MGM
Grand Resort International. — AFP

In this file photo French fashion designer Jean-Charles de Castelbajac poses during a
photo session in his studio in Paris. — AFP 

French fashion designer Jean-Charles de Castelbajac poses during a photo session in his
studio in Paris. 

A monument for the killed by Stalin’s regime people from Yakutia region in
Russia at the forested area near Moscow known as Kommunarka.

Pictures of missing people in the forested area. Photo shows the forested area near Moscow known as Kommunarka.

Ateam of Russian historians and archaeol-
ogists have used a Nazi bomber pilot’s
photograph to help them pinpoint the
location of mass graves in Moscow con-

taining the remains of thousands shot by Stalin’s
secret police. The existence of a mass grave in the
Kommunarka district in southwestern Moscow
first came to light in the dying days of the Soviet
Union when the KGB opened up its archives.

It was one of three killing fields in the city used
by Stalin’s NKVD secret police in the 1930s.
Historians believe at least 6,609 people were shot
and thrown into mass graves in Kommunarka
between 1937 and 1941.  The gated forested area
was once used by NKVD chief Genrikh Yagoda,
who had a holiday cottage there. But he fell foul of
the regime and was removed from his post in 1936
and shot in 1938 — with his body most likely also
disposed of in Kommunarka.  Until recently, the
mass graves were believed to be located in one
area of the forest, where victims’ relatives put up a
memorial.  But historians now believe the graves’
location was misidentified. 

Using a Luftwaffe photo 
No serious archaeological work has been done

before in Kommunarka, said Roman Romanov,
director of Moscow’s Gulag History Museum, who
co-led the investigation. “There was nothing (in
Kommunarka) before, people used to pick mush-
rooms there.” The area remains much less investi-
gated than a larger Stalin-era killing field in
Moscow’s Butovo district, Romanov said. But with
a planned opening of a new memorial at
Kommunarka, he said historians wanted to check
exactly where the bodies were.

Romanov said they used ground-penetrating
radar and historic photos to examine the area. “We
had volunteers working to clear the area and a
geo-radar following us looking for anomalies in the
ground,” he said.  An aerial shot of Kommunarka
taken by a Nazi pilot flying over Moscow in 1942
— when the graves were “fresh”-was key to the
investigation. Crucially, it showed the height of the
trees in the area at the time. Historians came to the

conclusion that some of the trees had been planted
over fresh graves-a tactic often used by the
NKVD to cover up its executions. The next step,
Romanov said, is to identify in which specific pits
the bodies of victims were placed. “In a small one
there could be 30 people and in another there
could be 100 — we want to know who is buried
where.” 

Mongolian government 
Yan Rachinsky, a senior member of rights group

Memorial that documents Stalinist crimes, esti-
mates that around 30,000 people were shot in
Moscow alone during Stalin’s Great Terror
between 1937 and 1938.  During a brief period of
openness during the Perestroika era in the 1980s,
the KGB sent files on Stalin-era victims to journal-
ists and Memorial, Rachinsky said. In some, the
NKVD gives the place of execution as Butovo or
Moscow’s Donskoye cemetery. Others simply say
that the victim’s body is “in a pit”. “We believe
those with no (marked) place of execution are in
Kommunarka,” Rachinsky said. High-ranking offi-
cials and scientists were among those shot and
hastily buried in Kommunarka.  “Almost the entire
Mongolian government is there,” Rachinsky said.
Mongolia was a Soviet satellite country. Many
officials from the Baltic states of Estonia, Lithuania
and Latvia were also executed there after their
countries were occupied by the USSR in 1940. 

Missing names 
Rachinsky said that over a thousand of those

believed to be buried in Kommunarka remain
unidentified after the Russian security services
closed access to Soviet-era files.  “Suddenly,
they stopped sending us the files,” he said,
accusing the present-day authorities of a lack of
interest in uncovering Soviet-era crimes. “Our
country is still not ready to declassify the materi-
als of another country: the USSR,” he said. “The
state is responsible for what happened here and
it struggles to define its position,” said historian
Sergei Bondarenko, whose great-grandfather
was shot in Kommunarka.  He predicted that only

a “middle-ranking” government official would
attend the opening of a new memorial this month.
“In my view it should be the president, because
this was one of the biggest kil l ing fields in
Moscow,” he said. 

‘Necessary’ process 
But Gulag museum director Romanov was more

optimistic. The opening last year of a memorial to
victims of political repressions in central Moscow
was attended by President Vladimir Putin, he
pointed out.  Romanov said he wants other regions

to follow the “positive precedent” of Kommunarka
to find the “exact borders” of their Stalin-era mass
graves.  “These places are still secret. People don’t
even know where (the bodies) are. Often all they
know is that they are inside a huge forest,” he said.
The aim, he said, is to identify exactly “who is
buried where in all Russian regions.” “This might
sound a bit Utopian. But it is necessary.”— AFP

Russian historians use Nazi photo

to locate Stalin-era mass graves

Swift gets political,
endorses Democrats
in US midterms

P
op star Taylor Swift is not really known for making
political statements, but the “Bad Blood” singer is
no longer holding back ahead of the midterm elec-
tions in November. In a lengthy post on Instagram,

where she has 112 million followers, the 28-year-old Swift
says while she has been “reluctant” to share her political
views in the past, she has changed her mind. She endorsed
the Democrat running for the US Senate in her home state
of Tennessee, and unleashed a fierce attack on his oppo-
nent, Republican Marsha Blackburn, who currently serves
in the House.

“As much as I have in the past and would like to contin-
ue voting for women in office, I cannot support Marsha
Blackburn. Her voting record in Congress appalls and ter-
rifies me,” Swift said. “She voted against equal pay for
women. She voted against the Reauthorization of the
Violence Against Women Act, which attempts to protect
women from domestic violence, stalking, and date rape.”

Last year, Swift won a lawsuit against a former radio DJ
she accused of groping her. Blackburn “believes business-
es have a right to refuse service to gay couples. She also
believes they should not have the right to marry,” Swift
added. “These are not MY Tennessee values. I will be vot-
ing for Phil Bredesen for Senate and Jim Cooper for House
of Representatives.” She urged her fans to register to vote,
saying: “Please, please educate yourself on the candidates
running in your state and vote based on who most closely
represents your values. “For a lot of us, we may never find
a candidate or party with whom we agree 100% on every
issue, but we have to vote anyway.”— AFP

Italian group Benetton yesterday named veteran
fashion designer Jean-Charles de Castelbajac as
artistic director of its men’s and women’s collections.
“We are happy to welcome Jean-Charles de

Castelbajac into our big family,” United Colors of
Benetton boss Luciano Benetton said in a statement, hail-
ing his ability to “forecast tomorrow’s social and fashion
trends”. Born in Casablanca, Morocco, in 1949, De
Castelbajac debuted with a collection he launched with
his mother in 1968. Since then he has had a long career
spanning fashion, advertising, painting and street art.

He has inspired trends including “anti-fashion” and
likes to make alternative use of objects, including a “fur
coat” of teddy bears worn by Madonna. “Born from a mix
of punk and pop, his style is characterized by the use of
strong colors and pop icons, the mix of old and new and
a whimsical and irreverent touch,” said Benetton, whose
company has sufferdc dwindling sales for a decade.
“United Colors of Benetton and I have always had a simi-
lar take on fashion, characterized by the passion for
knitwear and the love of pop and rainbow Colors,”
Castelbajac said.

‘Witty and flamboyant’ 
The company said it shared a passion for “contami-

nating fashion with art” with Castelbajac, who has
worked with Andy Warhol, Miguel Barcelo, Keith Haring,
Jean Michel Basquiat, M.I.A and Lady Gaga. “Thanks to
social networks, fashion today is visible to everyone. But
it remains affordable only to a few,” Castelbajac said.
“Together, United Colors of Benetton and I will seek to
create tomorrow’s wardrobe, bringing beauty and style
to everyday life, at prices that everyone can afford.”

London’s Victoria and Albert Museum exhibited
Castelbajac’s work in 2006, including a Campbell’s soup
can dress, the teddy-bear fur coat, giant Snoopy t-shirts
and inflatable ponchos. The museum hailed the maverick
Castelbajac’s “witty and flamboyant” designs that have
dressed stars from Farah Fawcett in 1970s series
“Charlie’s Angels” to Mick Jagger and Elton John. His
rainbow flag vestments for Pope Jean-Paul II earned him
further fame, reminiscent of the iconoclastic photographs
of Oliviero Toscani for United Colors of Benetton.

“Castelbajac’s childhood was spent surrounded by the
bleak colors of a military boarding school,” the museum

said. “He ‘highjacked’ materials in his first show, refash-
ioning materials such as oilcloth sponges and floor cloths
into an award-winning collection. The star of the show
was the coat cut from his boarding school blanket.”
Benetton was founded by three brothers, Luciano, Carlo
and Gilberto, and their sister Guiliana who launched a
homemade production line in Ponzano Veneto, a village
near Venice, in the 1960s. 

Their sweaters proved popular items in local stores
and a brand was born. Their signature soft wool jumpers
made in a variety of colors quickly seduced the masses.
The company went from strength to strength especially
between 1982 and 2000 — its fame fuelled by daring ad
campaigns by Toscani, such as a 1989 poster which fea-
tured a black woman breastfeeding a white baby.  But for
over a decade the brand has battled dwindling sales. In
2017, following heavy losses, Luciano Benetton
announced he was coming out of retirement at the age of
83 to retake the reins of the company.— AFP

Jean-Charles de Castelbajac 
new Benetton artistic director
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Arrival Flights on Tuesday 9/10/2018
Airlines Flt Route Time
THY 772 Istanbul 00:15
DLH 625 Dammam 00:50
KAC 102 London 00:50
JZR 539 Cairo 01:00
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:15
JZR 267 Beirut 01:25
RJA 642 Amman 01:35
UAE 853 Dubai 01:40
KLM 446 Bahrain 01:45
THY 1464 Istanbul 01:50
KKK 1268 Istanbul 02:00
AXB 395 Kozhikode 02:00
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 02:15
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
QTR 1086 Doha 02:30
KAC 414 Bangkok 02:40
JZR 553D Alexandria 02:50
JZR 607 Kochi 02:55
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:05
OMA 643 Muscat 03:05
MSR 606 Luxor 03:05
KAC 418 Manila 03:05
KAC 382 Delhi 03:10
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
QTR 1076 Doha 03:30
JAI 572 Mumbai 04:00
LMU 5510 Cairo 04:00
KAC 346 Ahmedabad 04:15
JZR 609 Hyderabad 04:30
KAC 784 Jeddah 04:30
FDB 069 Dubai 05:05
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
THY 770 Istanbul 05:15
KAC 1544 Cairo 05:20
JZR 603 Mumbai 05:25
KAC 332 Trivandrum 05:40
JZR 561 Sohag 05:55
KAC 362 Colombo 06:00
BAW 157 London 06:10
RUN 6376 Istanbul 06:10
KAC 284 Dhaka 06:25
KAC 204 Lahore 06:30
KAC 678 Dubai 06:45
RBG 559 Alexandria 06:50
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:00
JZR 605 Ahmedabad 07:05
JZR 143 Doha 07:20
JZR 529 Asyut 07:30
KAC 358 Kochi 07:35
KAC 354 Bengaluru 07:45
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 384 Delhi 08:05
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 08:55
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:00
QTR 1070 Doha 09:30
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
SVA 512 Riyadh 10:00
SYR 341 Damascus 10:00
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
MEA 404 Beirut 10:55
QTR 1074 Doha 11:00
JZR 165 Dubai 11:45
JZR 325 Al Najaf 12:20
KAC 614 Bahrain 12:20
MSC 411 Asyut 12:30
SAW 701 Damascus 12:30
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
KAC 742 Dammam 12:50
ETD 995 Abu Dhabi/Bahrain 13:00

MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
AXB 393 Kozhikode 13:10
JZR 779 Jeddah 13:45
FEG 241 Alexandria 13:50
KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
QTR 1078 Doha 14:10
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:15
FDB 059 Dubai 14:20
KAC 618 Doha 14:20
KAC 516 Tehran 14:20
KAC 286 Dhaka 14:25
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:45
KAC 788 Jeddah 14:50
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:05
KAC 304 Mumbai 15:05
KNE 529 Jeddah 15:10
OMA 645 Muscat 15:20
KAC 562 Amman 15:20
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35
KAC 502 Beirut 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
KAC 118 New York 16:00
JZR 535 Cairo 16:10
QTR 1072 Doha 16:15
QTR 8511 Doha 16:15
FDB 051 Dubai 16:20
NIA 361 Alexandria 16:50
KAC 542 Cairo 17:00
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 145 Doha 17:35
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:35
JZR 177 Dubai 17:40
QTR 1080 Doha 18:10
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30
RJA 640 Amman 19:00
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
KAC 744 Dammam 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20
KAC 156 Istanbul 19:25
NIA 0161 Cairo 19:30
KAC 776 Riyadh 19:35
RBG 555 Alexandria 19:40
KAC 674 Dubai 19:40
FDB 057 Dubai 19:50
KAC 616 Bahrain 20:00
OMA 647 Muscat 20:05
DLH 624 Frankfurt 20:05
KAC 620 Doha 20:15
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
KAC 166 Rome 20:25
QTR 1088 Doha 20:40
KAC 172 Frankfurt 20:45
JZR 553 Alexandria 20:50
KLM 445 Amsterdam 21:00
ALK 229 Colombo 21:15
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
KAC 168 Paris 21:20
KAC 564 Amman 21:50
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:50
QTR 1082 Doha 22:05
ICV 675 Luxembourg 22:05
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
KAC 786 Jeddah 22:15
AIC 987 Chennai/Hyderabad 22:25
BBC 043 Dhaka 22:30
PIA 239 Sialkot 22:35
JZR 185 Dubai 22:50
JAI 574 Mumbai 23:00
MSR 2614 Cairo 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:35
JZR 241 Amman 23:40

Departure Flights on Tuesday 9/10/2018
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 976 Goa/Chennai 00:05
RBG 212 Sohag 00:10
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:30
MSR 2615 Cairo 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
JZR 528 Asyut 01:05
KAC 677 Dubai 01:30
THY 773 Istanbul 01:45
DLH 625 Frankfurt 01:50
KAC 285 Dhaka 01:50
KAC 417 Manila 02:00
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:45
THY 765 Istanbul 02:50
AXB 396 Kozhikode 02:55
KKK 1269 Istanbul 02:55
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 03:05
KLM 446 Amsterdam 03:10
UAE 854 Dubai 03:30
JZR 142 Doha 03:45
MSR 607 Luxor 04:05
OMA 644 Muscat 04:05
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:05
QTR 1087 Doha 04:15
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
LMU 5511 Cairo 05:00
JAI 571 Mumbai 05:00
QTR 1077 Doha 05:15
KAC 303 Mumbai 05:35
FDB 070 Dubai 06:00
THY 771 Istanbul 06:30
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
RJA 643 Amman 07:00
JZR 164 Dubai 07:15
RBG 550 Alexandria 07:30
KAC 167 Paris 07:30
KAC 413 Bangkok 07:40
KAC 171 Frankfurt 07:55
KAC 501 Beirut 08:00
JZR 778 Jeddah 08:00
BAW 156 London 08:20
KAC 165 Rome 08:25
RUN 6376 Dubai/Istanbul 08:35
FDB 054 Dubai 08:35
KAC 613 Bahrain 09:00
JZR 324 Al Najaf 09:00
KAC 117 Shannon/New York 09:05
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:05
KAC 671 Dubai 09:15
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:40
KAC 561 Amman 09:40
KAC 741 Dammam 09:45
JZR 534 Cairo 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:00
KAC 101 London 10:00
KAC 515 Tehran 10:00
KAC 541 Cairo 10:00
KAC 617 Doha 10:20
KAC 155 Istanbul 10:25
QTR 1071 Doha 10:40
FDB 056 Dubai 10:40
SYR 342 Latakia 11:00
SVA 513 Riyadh 11:00
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
MEA 405 Beirut 11:55
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:05
QTR 1075 Doha 12:10
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
SAW 702 Damascus 13:30
MSC 412 Asyut 13:30

JZR 144 Doha 13:55
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
JZR 552 Alexandria 14:05
AXB 394 Kozhikode 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
FEG 242 Alexandria 14:50

ETD 9890 SGN 15:00

GFA 222 Bahrain 15:00

KAC 673 Dubai 15:00

FDB 060 Dubai 15:05

QTR 1079 Doha 15:15

SVA 501 Jeddah 15:45

KAC 775 Riyadh 15:55

KNE 530 Jeddah 16:00

KAC 785 Jeddah 16:00

KAC 743 Dammam 16:05

KAC 563 Amman 16:10

ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15

KAC 619 Doha 16:15

ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20

OMA 646 Muscat 16:20

KAC 615 Bahrain 16:40

FDB 052 Dubai 17:20

QTR 1073 Doha 17:25

UAE 858 Dubai 17:40

QTR 8512 Doha 17:45

KAC 381 Delhi 17:45

NIA 362 Alexandria 17:50

KAC 331 Trivandrum 17:55

KAC 283 Dhaka 18:00

KAC 343 Chennai 18:00

SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15

JZR 184 Dubai 18:20

GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20

JZR 608 Hyderabad 18:25

JZR 240 Amman 18:30

JZR 538 Cairo 18:35

JZR 650 Lahore 18:35

QTR 1081 Doha 19:20

MSR 621 Cairo 19:30

GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50

FDB 064 Dubai 19:50

RJA 641 Amman 20:00

ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00

RBG 556 Alexandria 20:20

NIA 0162 Cairo 20:30

FDB 058 Dubai 20:30

JZR 602 Mumbai 20:30

DLH 624 Dammam 20:50

KAC 357 Kochi 21:00

OMA 648 Muscat 21:05

MEA 403 Beirut 21:15

KAC 301 Mumbai 21:35

DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50

QTR 1089 Doha 21:50

KAC 205 Islamabad 21:55

KLM 445 Bahrain 22:10

KAC 543 Cairo 22:15

ALK 230 Colombo 22:20

KAC 383 Delhi 22:25

UAE 860 Dubai 22:35

GFA 220 Bahrain 22:50

KAC 783 Jeddah 22:50

ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00

KAC 795 Madinah 23:00

KAC 411 Bangkok 23:15

QTR 1083 Doha 23:20

PIA 240 Sialkot 23:35

JZR 560 Sohag 23:45

Classifieds
Tuesday, October 9, 2018

FOR SALE

For labor-related inquiries and
complaints:  Call MSAL 

HOTLINE 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Automated enquiry about
the Civil ID card is 

1889988

112

Nissan Sunny 2001, very
good condition of engine,
gear, white color, good A.C.
Leaving Kuwait. KD 350
only. Call 66329575. 
(C 5426) 8-10-2018
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“The terrorist Ashmawy was arrested in the Al-
Maghar neighborhood in the city of Derna and was
wearing an explosive vest but was unable to detonate
it,” the LNA said. It said he would probably be handed
over to Egypt after Libyan security officials had com-
pleted an investigation. An Egyptian military source
confirmed Ashmawy’s capture to Reuters, without giv-
ing further details. The LNA declared that it had taken
control of Derna in June from jihadists and other oppo-
nents, though sporadic fighting has continued.

Egypt has close relations with the LNA and has in
the past launched air strikes over Derna, saying it was
targeting jihadists linked to militant activity inside
Egypt. The LNA said the wife and children of a second
senior alleged militant, Mohamed Rifae Soroor, named
in Egyptian media as Omar Rifae Soroor, were also
apprehended. Egyptian state media reported that
Libyan forces killed Soroor in June.

Egyptian authorities say Ashmawy heads the Ansar
Al-Islam network, which claimed responsibility for an
ambush against police in Egypt’s Western Desert one
year ago. Egyptian officials also accuse the network,
which they link to al-Qaeda, of an assassination attempt

on a former interior minister in 2013. Egyptian security
and intelligence sources say the group has mounted a
recruiting campaign among former officers in recent
years and is seen as more dangerous than militants
operating in Egypt’s Sinai peninsula.

Derna has a recent history of militancy, and was
briefly controlled by Islamic State before the ultra-
hardline group was pushed out by local rivals in 2015.
Before moving to Derna and switching his allegiance to
al Qaeda, Ashmawy was active with Islamic State in the
Sinai peninsula, according to Egyptian military sources.
Militants launched an insurgency in Sinai after Egypt’s
first freely elected president, Mohamed Morsi of the
Muslim Brotherhood, was overthrown in 2013. 

Separately, Egyptian security forces killed 52 sus-
pected militants in North Sinai, the military said in a
statement yesterday. Security forces launched a large-
scale operation in February to crush militants who have
waged an insurgency that has killed hundreds of security
forces and residents over many years. Their deaths bring
the total of suspected Islamist militants killed since the
beginning of the operation to at least 509, according to
Reuters calculations based on military statements.

The statement described those killed as “very dan-
gerous” and said they were in possession of automat-
ic rifles, ammunition, grenades and a drone. Half of
the militants were killed in Al-Arish, the capital of
North Sinai province, the statement said. Three mili-
tary personnel were killed, it said. The media is not
given direct access to cover high-security operations
in Sinai. — Reuters

Libyan forces 
nab top Egypt...

Continued from Page 1

“It took me a great amount of strength and effort to
pull myself out of his embrace,” she told the India
Today news channel.

On Friday Anurag Kashyap and Vikramaditya
Motwane, two fellow Phantom Films founders,
announced on Twitter that they were dissolving the
production company. Kashyap released a further state-
ment over the weekend saying they had not acted earli-
er because the alleged victim had not wanted to speak
out until now. “Now in hindsight and after taking stock
of things myself, I can quite see how I was ill-advised,”
Kashyap said. He added that the company had disci-
plined Bahl internally by suspending him and barring
him from their premises. Bahl has yet to comment pub-
licly on the allegations.

Stories of bad behavior are also now emerging
about men in other sectors. A Mumbai comedian,
Utsav Chakraborty, last week found himself at the
center of a Twitter storm accusing him of sending
lewd messages to women and young girls such as
requesting topless photos. After an initial dismissal,
Chakraborty, who now faces a possible police investi-
gation, tweeted that he has “been the exact monster

I’ve been trying to fight all my life”.
Another woman shared screen shots of WhatsApp

conversations between her and Chetan Bhagat, one of
India’s top-selling authors, in which he propositions her
and ignores her objections that he is married. Bhagat
confirmed the veracity of the screen shots and said in a
long Facebook post that he was “really sorry to the
person concerned” - while also apologizing to his wife.
Meanwhile The Wire, an online news site, ran an article
it said reveals the “dark underbelly” of the Indian
media, quoting accusations against at least three news-
paper editors.

But Rituparna Chatterjee, an independent journalist
and a member of the Network of Women in Media
group, cautioned that the women coming forward so far
were members of India’s minority urban elite. India’s
abysmal record on sexual violence has been the focus
of international attention since the 2012 gang-rape and
murder of a student on a Delhi bus sparked nationwide
protests. The incident led to tougher sentences and
reforms in the country’s rape laws but sexual crime
remains rampant.

For vast numbers of women, life remains grim - and
with no access to Twitter to seek justice. “They have
faced bodily and verbal violence all their lives from men
they know, relatives, strangers and friends they trust,”
Chatterjee told AFP. “Where are these voices? While it
is tremendously important that India’s MeToo moment
happens and it is happening, it is equally important to
find voices which are not in urban spaces.” — AFP 

#MeToo gathers 
steam in India...

BEIJING: The former Chinese head of Interpol, who
went missing last month, was accused of accepting
bribes yesterday, becoming the latest top official to fall
in President Xi Jinping’s anti-corruption dragnet. After
days of concealing the fate of Meng Hongwei - who is
also China’s vice minister for public security - from the
international community, the public security ministry
said yesterday he had accepted bribes but provided no
further details on the allegations or the conditions and
location of Meng’s apparent detention.

French officials disclosed on Friday that Meng had
been reported missing after leaving France for China,
while his wife voiced concern for his life on Sunday
some two weeks after he texted her an ominous knife
emoji. His case could tarnish Beijing’s efforts to gain
leadership posts in international organisations, but it is
also a black eye for France-based Interpol, which is
tasked with finding missing people, analysts say.

Interpol said Sunday that Meng had resigned and
would be temporarily replaced by a South Korean offi-
cial until a new election in November - hours after
China’s anti-graft body, the National Supervisory
Commission, said he was under investigation for vio-
lating unspecified laws. The public security ministry
released a statement yesterday afternoon, saying
Meng accepted bribes and that the investigation
“clearly expressed comrade Xi Jinping’s” determina-
tion to fully carry out the struggle against graft. It did
not provide more details about the allegations.

“It shows that no one is above the law with no
exceptions. Anyone who violates the law will be seri-
ously investigated and severely punished,” the state-
ment said, adding others suspected of accepting bribes
alongside Meng would be investigated and dealt with.
Meng is the latest high-profile Chinese citizen to dis-
appear, with a number of top government officials, bil-

lionaire business magnates and even an A-list celebrity
vanishing for weeks or months at a time. When - or if -
they reappear, it is often in court. 

Meng, the first Chinese president of Interpol, was last
heard from on September 25 as he left Lyon, where
Interpol is headquartered. Meng was appointed in 2016,
despite concerns from human rights groups about giv-
ing Chinese President Xi Jinping a win in his bid to paint
the communist-led country as a responsible player in
global affairs. But the episode could be a setback for
China. Interpol was kept in the dark about Meng’s dis-
appearance, prompting its secretary general Juergen
Stock, who oversees day-to-day operations, to say
Saturday the agency was seeking “clarification” on his
whereabouts.

“Any international organisation should think twice
going forward before considering a Chinese candidate
to be its head,” Bonnie Glaser, senior Asia adviser at

Washington’s Center for Strategic and International
Studies, told AFP. Chinese foreign ministry spokesman
Lu Kang said Beijing will  continue to support
Interpol’s work and “strengthen pragmatic coopera-
tion” with its member states to crack down on crime.

Danger emoji 
Meng had lived with his wife and two children in

France since 2016. Speaking to reporters on Sunday,
Meng’s wife Grace said she had received a message
from his phone containing a knife emoji before his dis-
appearance. That day, Grace Meng said he sent a mes-
sage telling her to “wait for my call”, before sending
the emoji signifying danger. “This matter belongs to
the international community,” she told a press confer-
ence with her back turned to the cameras out of fear
for her safety. “I’m not sure what has happened to
him,” she said. — AFP

Interpol’s former Chinese 
chief accused of bribery 

This handout picture released yesterday by the French navy, Marine Nationale, shows two cargo ships after they collided off the Mediterranean island of Corsica on Sunday. French and Italian ships raced yesterday to contain a spread-
ing oil spill after the Tunisian freighter (left) rammed into the Cyprus-based CSL Virginia vessel that was anchored about 30 km off the northern tip of the French island. The ship’s hull was pierced and at least one fuel tank began leak-
ing into the nearby Cap Corse and Agriate marine reserve created just two years ago. — AFP 

Continued from Page 1

The move came after the foreign ministry summoned
the Saudi ambassador for a second time Sunday over the
journalist’s disappearance.

A Turkish diplomat confirmed yesterday that the
Saudi envoy had met deputy foreign minister Sedat Onal.
“The ambassador was told that we expected full cooper-
ation during the investigation,” the source said. The
ambassador was first summoned to the ministry on
Wednesday. Erdogan said Turkish police and intelligence
were investigating the case. “The airport exits and
entrances are being examined. There are people who
came from Saudi Arabia,” he said. “The chief prosecu-
tor’s office is investigating the issue.”

Protesters gathered outside the Saudi consulate yes-
terday with banners reading “We will not leave without
Jamal Khashoggi”, demanding to know what had hap-
pened to him. Yemeni activist Tawakkol Karman, the 2011
Nobel Peace Prize laureate, said it would be an “awful
crime” if the claims of his death were true. “Killing him is

like killing us,” she added. Khashoggi went to the con-
sulate to obtain official documents required for his mar-
riage to Hatice Cengiz. Turkish police quickly said he
never left the building as there was no security footage
of his departure. The consulate rejected claims that the
journalist was killed there as “baseless”.

Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman previ-
ously told Bloomberg that Riyadh was “ready to wel-
come the Turkish government to go and search our
premises”, which is Saudi sovereign territory. “We will
allow them to enter and search and do whatever they
want to do. If they ask for that, of course, we will allow
them. We have nothing to hide,” Prince Salman said in an
interview published on Friday.

Khashoggi had been critical of some of the crown
prince’s policies and Riyadh’s intervention in the war
in Yemen in Arab and Western media. US President
Donald Trump and his administration have not com-
mented on the fate of Khashoggi but a top Senate ally
of Trump warned of a “devastating” impact on the US
alliance with Saudi Arabia if allegations are con-
firmed. Republican Senator Lindsey Graham said
Riyadh must provide “honest answers” to the claims
that he was murdered. Graham said his position was
shared by Bob Corker, chairman of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, and Ben Cardin, a sen-
ior Democrat on the panel. — AFP 

Erdogan asks 
for ‘proof’...

JERUSALEM: One of the US officials tasked with
drafting a blueprint for Israel-Palestinian peace says it
will strongly reflect Washington’s commitment to
Israel’s security but will also address Palestinian con-
cerns. In an interview published yesterday by the
English-language Times of Israel news site, presidential
special envoy Jason Greenblatt said the plan would “be
heavily focused on Israeli security needs”. “But we also
want to be fair to the Palestinians. We have tried hard to
find a good balance,” he added. “Each side will find
things in this plan that they don’t like.”

US President Donald Trump said in September that
he would unveil a new peace plan within months.
Palestinian president Mahmoud Abbas accuses Trump
of bias toward Israel and refers mockingly to his evolv-
ing peace program as “the deal of the century”. Abbas

has in particular criticized Trump’s decisions to recog-
nize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, his order to close the
Palestine Liberation Organization office in Washington
and to cut off aid funding, including to a UN agency
that supports millions of Palestinian refugees.

The peace plan, Greenblatt said, “will include a reso-
lution to all of the core issues, including the refugee
issue”. He said that it would not propose a Palestinian-
Jordanian confederation as a possible solution - some-
thing that Abbas has been reported as saying
Greenblatt and Trump’s senior adviser and son-in-law
Jared Kushner sounded him out about at a meeting last
month. “We’re not looking at a confederation model,”
Greenblatt said in yesterday’s interview.

An end to Israeli occupation and a sovereign, inde-
pendent state of their own is at the heart of Palestinian
demands. Israel, however, says it must retain a security
buffer between the West Bank and neighboring Jordan
and Israeli officials speak of an undefined “state-minus”
or “less-than-state” for the Palestinians. According to
Israeli activists who met Abbas in September, the
Palestinian leader said he had told Greenblatt and
Kushner that he would only be interested in a confeder-
ation if Israel joined too. His response was seen as a
way of torpedoing the proposal since Israel would be
highly unlikely to agree.  — AFP

US envoy says 
Trump peace plan 
to focus ‘heavily’ 
on Israeli security 



CHICAGO: Morgan Rielly scored 19 seconds into over-
time to lift the visiting Toronto Maple Leafs to a wild 7-
6 win over the Chicago Blackhawks on Sunday evening.
John Tavares recorded his ninth career hat trick-and his
first since joining Toronto-in the fast-paced victory.
Auston Matthews added two goals and two assists,
while Rielly finished with one goal and two assists.
Kasperi Kapanen netted Toronto’s initial goal.

Patrick Kane scored a pair of goals for Chicago.
Jonathan Toews contributed his team-leading fifth goal,
while Duncan Keith and rookie Henri Jokiharju tallied
three assists apiece. The loss spoiled the home opener
for the Blackhawks, who began the season with a pair
of overtime wins on the road.

A wild finish to the third period prompted overtime.
The teams combined for three goals in the final 84 sec-
onds as Chicago evened the score at 5, Toronto went
ahead 6-5 and Chicago again pulled even at 6.

Maple Leafs goaltender Garret Sparks earned the
win despite allowing six goals on 31 shots. He fared
slightly better than Blackhawks goaltender Cam Ward,
who surrendered seven goals on 34 shots.

The score was even at 4 midway through the third
period when Tavares capped off his hat trick at 9:29.
The talented 28-year-old has four goals in three games
since signing a seven-year, $77 million deal this sum-
mer. Kane evened the score at 5 with 1:24 to play. But
the advantage lasted for only 22 seconds before
Matthews put Toronto back on top 6-5 with his team-
leading fifth goal. Momentum quickly swung once again
as Kane scored with 29 seconds remaining in the third
period to make it 6-all. Rielly finished the frenzy in the
first minute of overtime. He cut to the slot and ripped a
wrist shot past Ward’s glove side. Maple Leafs center
Patrick Marleau, who drew an assist on the play, lifted
his arms in celebration near the right side of the net as
a frustrated Ward swung his head away from the puck.

Toews and Matthews are tied for the league lead in
goals. Alex DeBrincat, John Hayden and Brandon
Manning also scored for Chicago. The Blackhawks
conducted a 21-second moment of silence before the
game in honor of Stan Mikita, who wore No. 21 for the
team during his Hall of Fame career. Mikita died in
August at age 78. — Reuters
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KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia Badminton ace Lee
Chong Wei said he needed to be left alone to rest for
at least a few days after returning home following nose
cancer treatment in Taiwan. The world number five and
three-time Olympic silver medallist returned late
Sunday night on a private jet to the Subang
International Airport, near Kuala Lumpur, the official
Bernama news agency said.

Lee was whisked away in a four-car convoy with
heavily tinted windows according to local media
reports.  “I need to rest. I will hold a press conference
soon with the members of the media,” the New Straits
Times newspaper cited him as saying via a text mes-
sage. “Just allow me to rest for a few days before I
meet everyone. Thank you.” Norza Zakaria, Badminton
Association of Malaysia (BAM) president, told AFP
that the former world number one was recovering pos-
itively from his treatment after announcing last month
Lee had been diagnosed with early-stage nose cancer.

A sports official familiar with the situation said Lee
had undergone proton therapy treatment in Taiwan.
Lee is one of Malaysia’s top sports stars after carving
out a long run of success at badminton’s highest levels,
despite his oft-lamented failure to win a world or
Olympic title. Lee fought his way back to prominence
in the badminton circuit following his return from a
doping ban in 2015.  Lee tested positive for a banned
anti-inflammatory drug at the 2014 World
Championships, an incident which many feared would
end his career. — AFP

‘I need to rest,’ 
says Lee after 
cancer treatment

John Tavares recorded his ninth career hat trick

CHICAGO:  Alex DeBrincat #12 of the Chicago Blackhawks looks to pass around Auston Matthews #34 of the
Toronto Maple Leafs during the regular season opening home game at the United Center on Sunday in
Chicago, Illinois. — AFP

KUWAIT: Chairman of the Board of Kuwait Squash
Federation Adel Jassim Al-Ghareeb opened the new refer-
ees, refresher and promotion courses for the 2018/2019
season at Abdallah Al-Salem Leadership Center in the
presence of the head of referees committee Khalid Jarallah
Al-Habeeb.

Al-Ghareeb welcomed those in attendance and said
such courses are being held as part of the federation’s pol-
icy to prepare elements of the squash game both techni-
cally and administratively, and as refereeing of any game is
the most important element in the success of it, referees
must be up to date with the rules and should always be
informed with any changes besides enhancing their techni-
cal skills. Al-Ghareeb asked attendees, particularly new
referees to exert their efforts to benefit from the course.

He thanked Abdallah Al-Salem Leadership Center offi-
cials for their cooperation, and thanked head of the refer-
ees committee Khalid Al-Habeeb, his deputy Abdallah Al-
Subaie, as well as lecturers Abdelhadi Al-Aryan and Saeed
Salmeen. There are 30 referees participating in the course.

Kuwait Squash 
Federation opens 
new referees and
refresher courses 

NEW DELHI: India’s former world number one Saina
Nehwal is to marry fellow badminton player Parupalli
Kashyap in December, local media reported yesterday.
Nehwal confirmed her wedding with the 57th-ranked
Kashyap to the mass-circulation Times of India daily, say-
ing the time was right to exchange marriage vows. 

Rumours about their love affair had been swirling for
some time but the pair always maintained a studied silence
until now. Nehwal, 28, said she had started dating
Kashyap, 32, in 2007 after they began going on tours
together but delayed the marriage in order to focus on
their careers.

“In the competitive world that we live in, it is difficult to
get close to someone. But somehow we both found it very
easy to talk to each other,” she told the English-language
daily. Nehwal said she did not have to break the news to
her parents as they had sensed it already.

“I didn’t have to tell them. We used to be together most
of the time and my parents also travelled with me, so they
understood who I was close to.” Nehwal, who won a
bronze at the recent Asian Games in Jakarta, is currently
11th in the world badminton rankings. The wedding, to be
held on December 16, will be the latest  after a string of
high-profile sports couples tied the knot. Grand Slam-win-
ning Indian tennis star Sania Mirza married Pakistan crick-
eter Shoaib Malik in a dazzling ceremony in 2010 while
wicketkeeper Dinesh Karthik is married to squash sensa-
tion Dipika Pallikal. Fast bowler Ishant Sharma married
national basketball player Pratima Singh in 2016. — AFP

Love match! Nehwal 
to wed Kashyap

Saina Nehwal (right) is to marry fellow badminton
player Parupalli Kashyap.

KUWAIT: Group picture of referees with Al-Ghareeb (center).

TOKYO: With Lewis Hamilton on the brink of capturing a
fifth Formula One world title, Mercedes team boss Toto
Wolff revealed he’s living in dread of the Briton suffering a
“freak” injury-especially to one of his fingers.

Hamilton opened a 67-point lead over Ferrari’s
Sebastian Vettel with four races left after storming to vic-
tory in Japan at the weekend, but Wolff clearly wants to
wrap his star driver in cotton wool for the remainder of the
season. “Absolutely freak incidents happen everywhere,”
said the Austrian. “I don’t want to even think about him
breaking a finger!” Hamilton could put Vettel out of his
misery if he wins the next race at Austin in two weeks and
Vettel finishes lower than second-or if he outscores the
German by eight points.

But Wolff has warned against complacency after Vettel
could only finish sixth following an early collision with Red
Bull’s Max Verstappen. “It’s important to stay concentrat-
ed,” insisted Wolff. “You either have the trophy in your
hands or you don’t-and we haven’t got it in our hands.”

“A bad result suddenly wipes off a large chunk of your
points,” he added. “It doesn’t look likely, but this is motor
racing. It’s a sport, anything could happen. I don’t want to
dwell too much about it because it’s bad karma too, so let’s
just go to Austin and get it done.”

Hamilton was cock-a-hoop after leading a Mercedes
one-two for his sixth win in seven races and fourth in a
row. It was also his 71st Formula One victory and 50th for
the Silver Arrows. Standing over his car, the Briton said:
“Austin is usually a good track for us, so I can’t wait to
unleash this beast there.”

Hamilton will back himself to claim a 10th victory of the
season in the United States, where he has won every race
but one since 2012. But as Vettel was left hopping mad
over the tangle with Verstappen that sent his Ferrari spin-
ning off, Hamilton expressed dismay at his rival’s nose-div-
ing form.

“In terms of Sebastian’s performance, I definitely hadn’t
anticipated that they would tail off as they have,” he said,
after Vettel’s fading title hopes were all but extinguished. “I
don’t really have an answer for that, it’s not something I’ve
really focused on-I’m sure Sebastian could tell why.”

A rampant Hamilton has scored 168 out of a possible
175 points since the British Grand Prix in July-a 75-point
swing over a misfiring Vettel in the past seven races.

But Wolff wants Hamilton and Valtteri Bottas to go full
throttle in the remaining races. “We like the pressure and
embrace it,” he said. “It’s important to re-invent yourself as
a team and set new objectives.”

Vettel, beaten by the two Mercedes in Russia a week
earlier, tried to put a positive spin on a disastrous Japan
race. “It’s not been an easy couple of weeks,” he said. “But
the spirit in the team is unbroken.

“You walk in the garage and the guys are all fired up, so
that has certainly helped. We have nothing to lose now and
we will give it everything we can.” —AFP

KUWAIT: The Indian Community School Kuwait
(ICSK) organized the award ceremony to confer black
belts (Shodan) to 23 students who completed rigorous
training under the instructor Geevarghese Cherian from
the Dept. of Physical Education, ICSK. The evening
classes were conducted in ICSK for training students in
Karate, a form of martial arts. Amer Muhammed, Hon.

Secretary to the ICSK board of Trustees was the Chief
Guest for the occasion. Rajesh Nair, Principal Amman
branch, Gangadhar Shirsath, Principal Khaitan branch
and Dr Mary Isaac, Vice Principal Amman branch
attended the function. Amer, in his address encouraged
the students to continue the journey of learning martial
arts especially as a technique for self defense. He also
emphasized that learning martial arts helps the children
to be active, confident and self disciplined.

The black belts were conferred by the instructor
Geevarghese who is a 6th degree Black Belt from
International Karate Federation and an authorized
Senior Instructor and Senior Examiner in India and
Kuwait (Karate Budokan International). The certificates
were distributed by the distinguished guests.

A live demonstration of the Karate was presented to
parents who attended the award ceremony. 

ICSK students 
receive Black 
Belt in Karate

Wolff fears ‘freak’ 
Hamilton injury 
in title run-in
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Australia face tough task after 
Sohail hits maiden Pakistan ton

SCOREBOARD

Australia trail Pakistan by 452 runs with 10 wickets remaining

Pakistan 1st innings
Imam ul-Haq c Tim Paine b Nathan Lyon 76
Mohammad Hafeez lbw Peter Siddle 126
Azhar Ali c Mitchell Starc b Jon Holland 18
Haris Sohail c Tim Paine b Nathan Lyon 110
Mohammad Abbas b Peter Siddle 1
Asad Shafiq c Tim Paine b Marnus Labuschagne 80
Babar Azam Run Out Marnus Labuschagne 4
Sarfraz Ahmed Run Out Aaron Finch 15
Bilal Asif b Peter Siddle 12
Wahab Riaz Not Out 7
Yasir Shah c Tim Paine b Mitchell Starc 3
Extras 6b 21lb 3nb 0pen 0w 30
Total (164.2 overs) 482 all out
Fall of Wickets: 1-205 ul-Haq, 2-222 Hafeez, 3-244 Ali, 4-260 Abbas,
5-410 Shafiq, 6-418 Azam, 7-456 Sohail, 8-470 Ahmed, 9-473 Asif,
10-482 Shah.
Bowling: Mitchell Starc 36.2-11-90-1-2.48(2nb); Peter Siddle 29-11-
58-3-2.00; Nathan Lyon 52-12-114-2-2.19; Jon Holland 29-1-126-1-
4.34; Marnus Labuschagne 8-0-29-1-3.62; Mitchell Marsh 10-0-
38-0-3.80 (1nb).

Australia 1st innings
Usman Khawaja Not Out 17
Aaron Finch Not Out 13
Extras 0b 0lb 0nb 0pen 0w 0
Total (13.0 overs) 30-0
Bowling: Mohammad Abbas 4-1-9-0-2.25; Wahab Riaz 2-0-6-0-
3.00; Yasir Shah 4-0-14-0-3.50; Mohammad Hafeez 2-1-1-0-0.50;
Bilal Asif 1-1-0-0-0.00.

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES, Dubai: Scoreboard at stumps on the
second day of 1st test between Pakistan and Australia yesterday. 

MUMBAI: West Indies welcomed back batsman
Darren Bravo and all-rounder Kieron Pollard to their
limited-overs squad but opener Chris Gayle has
decided to skip their series in India and Bangladesh,
Cricket West Indies has said.

Bravo, whose stance and bat swing is modelled on
his illustrious cousin Brian Lara, returns to the West
Indies side after a two-year gap for the three
Twenty20 Internationals in India. Pollard, famed for
his six-hitting prowess, will also return after a year
out to join the Twenty20 team for the three-match
series beginning in Kolkata on Nov. 4.

“We will be without our stalwart, Chris Gayle, for
this Indian tour and the next tour against Bangladesh
as he has declined selection at this time...” Courtney
Browne, chairman of the selection panel, said in a
statement late on Sunday.

Gayle, 39, is currently busy with the Afghanistan
Premier League and will subsequently feature in the
T10 league, also in the United Arab Emirates. “... how-
ever, he has made himself available for the selection
for the visit of England to the Caribbean and the
CWC (Cricket World Cup) in 2019,” Browne added.

All-rounder Andre Russell was also named in the
Twenty20 squad to be led by Carlos Brathwaite but
will miss the one-day series preceding the T20
matches with an injury. — Reuters

Pollard and Bravo 
back for W Indies, 
Gayle unavailable

Australia’s openers survive a torrid 13 over spell
DUBAI: Australia’s openers survived a torrid 13 over
spell to finish on 30 without loss after Haris Sohail’s
maiden century guided Pakistan to 482 on the second
day of the first Test in Dubai yesterday. Usman Khawaja
was unbeaten on 17 and debutant Aaron Finch was 13
not out as Australia negotiated some tight spin bowling
from Pakistan on a pitch which has started to show
signs of turn.

Pakistan unleashed four overs from leg-spinner Yasir
Shah and a combined three from off-spinners
Mohammad Hafeez and Bilal Asif, but both Australian
openers looked assured. Australia trail Pakistan by 452
runs with all ten wickets intact, but they face a big bat-
tle ahead of them with Yasir expected to pose the main
threat. A sparkling hundred from left-hander Sohail and
a polished 80 from Asad Shafiq enabled Pakistan to
build on an overnight score of 255 for 3, with night-
watchman Mohammad Abbas (one) the only wicket to
fall in the morning session.

Sohail’s patient six-hour knock featured eight fours
and two sixes, as he added 150 for the fifth wicket with
Shafiq who was unlucky to miss out on his 10th century.
The pair frustrated the Australian attack with some sol-
id batting as Pakistan reached 329-4 at lunch, with both
in sight of centuries.

But Shafiq fell to the leg-spin of Marnus
Labuschagne minutes before tea as he edged a turning
ball to wicketkeeper Tim Paine for the debutant’s first
wicket. Shafiq hit nine boundaries and a six in his 278
minutes at the crease.

Sohail did to get to three figures though, hitting a six
off spinner Jon Holland before cutting him to third man
for two to complete his century. He was finally dis-
missed by Nathan Lyon, caught behind as he tried to
cut the off-spinner, having easily surpassed his previ-
ous best of 76 made against Sri Lanka in Abu Dhabi
last year.

Sohail was pleased to go on and post a big score
after regularly making several promising starts before
getting out earlier in the year. “I was getting out on 30-
40 runs on the tour of England (in May-June this
year),” said Sohail. “So I wanted to get out of that panic

situation and I am happy that I have done that today.
“It’s always a big pride to score a Test hundred for

your country and I have worked really hard to reach
this far,” said Sohail, who was sidelined for a two-year
period with a knee injury in 2015. Pakistan lost their last
six wickets for 72 runs, including the run outs of Babar

Azam (four) and skipper Sarfraz Ahmed for 15.
Fast bowler Peter Siddle was the pick of the bowlers

with 3-58 while Lyon finished with 2-114 from 52 overs.
Holland, Labuschagne and Mitchell Starc took a wicket
each. The second and final Test will be played in Abu
Dhabi from October 16. — AFP

DUBAI: Pakistan cricketer Haris Sohall (L) gestures as he celebrates his century (100 runs) during day two of
the first Test match in the series between Australia and Pakistan at Dubai International Stadium in Dubai
yesterday. —AFP

COLOMBO: In-form England will look
to maintain their one-day momentum
ahead of next year’s World Cup when
they take on a Sri Lanka side in disarray
in the first of a five-match series at
Dambulla tomorrow.

But Sri Lanka are expected to prove
much tougher opposition when a three-
Test series begins next month, England’s
first for 12 years without their retired
opening rock Alastair Cook. The world’s
number one ranked 50-over side,
England are favourites despite a histori-
cally poor record on the island. 

England beat India 2-1 in July to
record their eighth consecutive bilateral
ODI series win with just a loss in a one-
off match against Scotland tarnishing
their record over the past 18 months.
Against Australia at Trent Bridge in June,
they notched up a 50-over world record
score of 481 as Alex Hales blasted 147
and Jonny Bairstow 139.

“We still have a long way to go,”
England’s ODI captain Eoin Morgan
said, with the World Cup just eight
months away. “It’s taken us three and a
half years to get to where we are, but I
think we’re getting to the most important
part of what we’ve been planning
towards.” The hosts are still reeling from

the axing of captain Angelo Mathews
after a dismal run of 30 losses in their
last 40 ODIs including defeats to
Bangladesh and Afghanistan in last
month’s Asia Cup.

Sri Lanka’s new captain Dinesh
Chandimal missed the Asia Cup and the
preceding ODI series against South
Africa due to injury and suspension but
struck 77 in a practice match against
England in Colombo on Friday. 

“We have been trying to figure out
where we have got things wrong,”
Chandimal said. “We have an idea now.
We will let players adjust to the situa-
tions.” The three Tests, starting in Galle
on November 6, will likely be a severe
Test for an England side captained by
Joe Root who have been all-conquering
at home but fragile abroad in the past
few years.

Sri Lanka crushed the visiting South
Africans 2-0 in July, and have been con-
sistent over the past 18 months, winning
away Test series against both Pakistan
and Bangladesh.

The three-match series will end with
a farewell to spin legend Rangana
Herath, 40 — the most successful left-
arm bowler in Test history with 430
wickets-who will retire after the final
match in Colombo.

England’s top order had a poor home
series against India with uncapped
Surrey captain Rory Burns having the
daunting taks of replacing all-time lead-
ing England run-scorer Cook as Keaton
Jennings’ opening partner.

Top-order batsman Joe Denly, who
provides a useful leg-spin option was

also named in the 16-man squad along
with Warwickshire paceman Olly Stone.
James Anderson and Stuart Broad spear-
head the Test attack with Sri Lanka
great Kumar Sangakkara predicting
England will be no push-over.

“It’s going to be a tough series for Sri
Lanka against an England side who I
think will be well adapted to any condi-
tions we play them under,” former prolif-
ic batsman Sangakkara said. “I think they
are the best all-round side in world
cricket without a doubt, in any condi-
tions.” The ODIs will be played in
Dambulla, Pallekele and Colombo’s
Khettarama Stadium and the Tests at
Galle, Pallekele and Colombo’s Sinhalese
Sports Club. Monsoon rains appear may

affect the series-England’s final warm-up
match on Saturday in Colombo was
washed out.

Sri Lanka ODI squad: Dinesh
Chandimal (captain), Upul Tharanga,
Sadeera Samarawickrama, Niroshan
Dickwella, Dhananjaya de Silva, Kusal
Perera, Dasun Shanaka, Thisara Perera,
Akila Dananjaya, Dushmantha Chameera,
Lasith Malinga, Amila Aponso, Lakshan
Sandakan, Nuwan Pradeep, Kasun
Rajitha England ODI squad: Eoin
Morgan (captain), Moeen Ali, Jonny
Bairstow, Jos Buttler, Sam Curran, Tom
Curran, Liam Dawson, Alex Hales, Liam
Plunkett, Adil Rashid, Joe Root, Jason
Roy, Ben Stokes, Olly Stone, Chris
Woakes, Mark Wood. — Reuters

England look for 
World Cup boost 
against S Lanka

COLOMBO: Sri Lankan cricket team captain Dinesh Chandimal (L) speaks with
teammate Thisara Perera during a practice session at the Rangiri Dambulla
International Cricket Stadium in Dambulla yesterday. — AFP

HONG KONG: US Open champion Naomi
Osaka yesterday set her sights on Olympic
glory in 2020 as she became only the second
Japanese woman to reach number four in the
world rankings.  The fast-rising tennis star,
who turns 21 on Sunday, has already become
Japan’s first Grand Slam singles champion
after she stunned Serena Williams in New
York last month.

And yesterday, she rose to a career-high
ranking of four to become the top ranked
Japanese woman since Kimiko Date in 1995.
Now she is targeting a strong performance at
the WTA Finals Singapore later this month
and she could yet finish her standout season
as the top placed Japanese woman of all time.

Looking further ahead the Osaka-born
dual US-Japanese national, who represents
the country of her birth in tennis, has her
eyes on the Tokyo Olympics. “Everyone is
really excited in Japan for the Olympics,” she
told reporters at the WTA Hong Kong Open,
which she has been forced to withdraw from
with a back injury.

“I know that everyone-all the Japanese

players-wants to do well and of course I
share that same feeling.” She added: “I really
want to experience the moment and at the
same time I know I want to win the gold
medal-everyone who plays in the Olympics
wants to win gold-so that would be my aim,
but (also) overall just to have fun.” 

Osaka, who has referred to her break-
through victory at Flushing Meadows as “bit-
tersweet” after it was overshadowed by an
explosive row between Williams and the chair
umpire, has been tipped for greatness by
Chinese tennis great Li Na.

But despite her stunning victory and sub-
sequent catapult into global sporting fame,
the 20-year-old bashfully still said she felt
flattered by the praise from Asia’s first Grand
Slam singles champion.  

“I think it makes me happy that Li Na talks
about me!” she said. “For me definitely I don’t
want to stop at just one Grand Slam, of
course I want to win more, but right now it’s
not the Australian Open, it’s Singapore (that I)
have to look forward to.”

Back-to-back tournaments in Tokyo and
Beijing since clinching the US Open against
her 23-time Grand Slam champion opponent
means she has barely had time to look back at
the impact of the shock triumph.  “I keep
moving, I don’t really stay in one spot, I
haven’t had that mental space to think I just
won the US Open,” she said. “I don’t really
feel that different or that I’ve changed.”  She
is now undergoing treatment for her back

injury, which she said she picked up in Beijing,
but said she was “excited” to play in
Singapore alongside the women’s elite.

At the beginning of the year she ranked
just 68 but is now within touching distance
of making  history as the top ranked
Japanese woman.   “I’m very excited about
it,” she said. “I know that Kimiko was num-
ber four too so that means we’re tied. “For
me the year’s not done yet so I want to keep
playing and see how how I can get.” — AFP

US Open champion
Osaka sets sights
on Tokyo OlympicsDENVER: Jesus Aguilar, Orlando Arcia

and Keon Broxton homered, and the
Milwaukee Brewers beat the Colorado
Rockies 6-0 in Game 3 on Sunday in
Denver to sweep the National League
Division Series. The Brewers move on to
the NL Championship Series, where they
will host Game 1 on Friday against either
the Dodgers or Braves. Los Angeles led
that series 2-0 with Game 3 scheduled for
later Sunday at Atlanta.

Erik Kratz had three hits, and Wade
Miley and five relievers produced the
Brewers’ second consecutive shutout.
Corbin Burnes (1-0) got the win with two
innings of relief. Milwaukee advanced to a
League Championship Series for the first
time since 2011 and just the third time in
team history. Trevor Story had two hits for
the Rockies, who batted just .146 in the
series. The Brewers allowed just two runs
in the series, both coming in the ninth
inning of Game 1, when the Rockies rallied
to send the game into extra innings.
Counting the NL West tiebreaker game
against the Dodgers on Oct. 1, the Rockies
mustered six runs total in their last five
games, four of them defeats. The Brewers
went up early Sunday on German Marquez

(0-1). Christian Yelich drew a one-out walk
in the first, Ryan Braun singled to put run-
ners on the corners, and Yelich scored on
Travis Shaw’s groundout.—Reuters

Aguilar made it 2-0 when he hit a first-
pitch curveball from Marquez with one out
in the fourth. It was his first of the series.
Colorado had one chance early but
couldn’t capitalize. Story led off the second
with a single and Carlos Gonzalez walked
with one out, but both were stranded.

DJ LeMahieu hit a two-out double in the
third, but Nolan Arenado grounded out to
end the inning. The Brewers took a 4-0 lead
on a bad couple of plays by Scott Oberg in
the sixth. With two outs and runners on
second and third, the reliever was called for
a balk when he dropped the ball trying to
flip it from his glove to his hand, allowing
Mike Moustakas to score from third.

Kratz, who doubled and advanced to
third on the balk, then scored on a wild
pitch to make it 4-0. Arcia and Broxton
opened ninth with a back-to-back homers
off Wade Davis. Marquez gave up two runs
on seven hits and a walk in five innings.

Miley lasted 4 2/3 scoreless innings,
allowing three hits and a walk with two
strikeouts. — Reuters

Brewers complete dominant
sweep of Rockies

Naomi Osaka
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MADRID: Sevilla are the surprise leaders in La Liga
after Lionel Messi could only rescue a draw for
Barcelona away to Valencia on Sunday. Barca started
the day at the top of the pile and then Atletico Madrid
enjoyed a couple of hours at the summit after edging
past Real Betis at the Wanda Metropolitano.

Sevilla, however, usurped them both by beating 10-
man Celta Vigo and Barca were unable to reclaim the
lead in the late kick-off, held by Valencia to a 1-1 draw
at the Mestalla. It means Ernesto Valverde’s side are a
point behind Sevilla and without a league victory now
in four matches, a dip that comes in stark contrast to
their enthralling triumph over Tottenham in the
Champions League on Wednesday.

Messi, mesmeric at Wembley, was on target again,
his driven shot into the corner cancelling out a bizarre
opener for Valencia, scored after just 78 seconds.
Ezequiel Garay claimed the final touch but Daniel
Parejo’s corner had been flicked on by Geoffrey
Kondogbia, missed by Thomas Vermaelen and skimmed
through off Gerard Pique’s back.

Philippe Coutinho should have won it for Barcelona
in the second half but took too long to pull the trigger
and Jose Gaya was able to make the block.  “When we
don’t win we always think of it as two points lost,”
Valverde said.

“After Leo’s goal, we tried everything but they
defended well and we couldn’t get the goal we wanted.”
For Valencia, now unbeaten in six, this was another step
in the right direction, even if they are finding it difficult
to turn draws into wins. They move up to 14th.

“Leaving Barca for 90 minutes practically without a
chance means that we have worked very well,” Valencia
coach Marcelino said.

Atletico and Sevilla’s success also pushed struggling
Real Madrid down to fourth. Julen Lopetegui’s side
endured a shock defeat away by Alaves on Saturday.
For all the talk of crisis at the top two clubs, however,
this was Sevilla’s day.

Pablo Sarabia headed in to open the scoring at the
Ramon Sanchez Pizjuan before Celta defender Nestor
Araujo was sent off for picking up two yellow cards in
as many minutes.

‘LOT OF CONFIDENCE’ 
Wissam Ben Yedder doubled the lead and while sub-

stitute Sofiane Boufal pulled one back for Celta, it
proved too little to late. The victory is Sevilla’s fourth
on the bounce in the league. “At the the moment we are
playing with a lot of confidence,” Ben Yedder said. “We
are showing we can be consistent.” 

Atletico had earlier continued their own strong run
after Angel Correa’s goal proved decisive in an untidy
1-0 win over Real Betis.  Atletico sat seven points
behind Real and Barca after winning only one of their
opening four league games but as their rivals have
stumbled, Diego Simeone’s side have sprung into form. 

“We look at everything quietly and continue to
improve,” Simeone said. “We have grown.”  Simeone
can take some of the credit too for the latest victory,
after throwing on both Correa and Thomas Partey as
substitutes in the second half. Thomas provided the
assist. 

“When the players respond, the coaches look bet-
ter,” Simeone said. “The teams that challenge up the
top of the table are there because of the players they
can bring off the bench.” The contest was billed as a
classic clash of styles, with Atletico’s stubborn defence

up against the free-flowing Real Betis, who lit up the
league last season with their flurry of goals. 

“A great coach once said, the best Plan B is always
to do Plan A better,” said Betis coach Quique Setien.

They could also have gone top with a win, such is the
scrunched nature of the top half, but instead Betis slip
to eighth. “We have less points than our performances
deserve,” Setien added. — AFP

Barcelona held at Valencia 
as Sevilla go top in Spain

Atletico and Sevilla’s success push Real Madrid down to fourth

VALENCIA: Barcelona’s Croatian midfielder Ivan Rakitic (L) is tackled by Valencia’s Russian forward Denis
Cheryshev during the Spanish league football match between Valencia CF and FC Barcelona at the
Mestalla stadium in Valencia on Sunday. — AFP

MILAN: Napoli moved back to within six points of
Serie A leaders Juventus on Sunday as goals from
Adam Ounas and Lorenzo Insigne clinched a 2-0 win
over Sassuolo, while Inter Milan took third by beating
SPAL. Carlo Ancelotti’s hosts slipped off the pace last
weekend with a loss to Juve in Turin, but managed to
avoid dropping further adrift, after the embattled
Cristiano Ronaldo scored in the reigning champions’
victory at Udinese on Saturday.

“We played some really good football today, even
if Sassuolo were not an easy opponent to deal with,”
said Ancelotti. Algerian youngster Ounas, making his
full debut in Serie A, gave Napoli the perfect start
with a magnificent goal in only the third minute.

The 21-year-old latched onto a poor back-pass
from Manuel Locatelli, flicked the ball over the head
of visiting centre-back Giangiacomo Magnani, and
hammered home a stunning left-footed volley to
score his first goal in Italian football. The home team
dominated throughout, with Dries Mertens drilling an
effort wide before sending an attempted lob from the
halfway line floating over. But Insigne came off the
bench early in the second half and secured the win in
trademark style with 18 minutes remaining, cutting
inside off the left wing and curling a ferocious shot
into the far top corner.

“I am going through a good period of form, I hope
to continue like this and to keep scoring regularly, but
aside from all that, I really hope Napoli can go all the
way in every competition,” said Insigne, who also
scored the winner against Liverpool in the
Champions League on Wednesday. Napoli finished
the game playing against 10 men, after Sassuolo
wing-back Rogerio’s late red card.

Inter Milan moved into third place, eight points off
the lead, after a 2-1 win at SPAL, their fourth in a row.
Captain Mauro Icardi scored both Inter’s goals. The
Argentine opened the scoring in the 14th minute with
a header which glanced off SPAL’s Johan Djourou
before adding a second off an incisive pass from Ivan
Perisic 12 minutes from time.

In between, however, Mirco Antenucci missed a
penalty for SPAL before Alberto Paloschi temporarily
pulled his side level in the 72nd minute. Ciro Immobile
scored his first-ever goal against Fiorentina as Lazio
claimed a 1-0 win at the Stadio Olimpico earlier on
Sunday and now stand fourth in the table.

Simone Inzaghi’s Lazio went into the match look-
ing to bounce back from their 3-1 derby defeat by
Roma last weekend, and did just that to leapfrog their
beaten opponents in the table.

“Today we saw the real Lazio, the team with heart
that battles hard, that wins duels and games,” mid-
fielder Senad Lulic told DAZN. “If we play like this,
then we can beat anyone. You could see today how
hungry we were for the three points.”

Marco Parolo flashed a shot narrowly wide early
on, before Lazio defender Wallace got away with a
slack pass as Marco Benassi’s effort was kept out by
Thomas Strakosha. Immobile made the breakthrough
in the 38th minute, as Stefan Radu nodded on a cor-
ner and the Italy striker stretched to volley in at the
back post for his fifth league goal of the season.

The 28-year-old, who signed a contract extension
which will keep him at the club until 2023 earlier this
week, has now scored 57 Serie A goals since the start
of the 2016-17 campaign. Giovanni Simeone had a
penalty appeal waved away for the visitors, while
Marko Pjaca also went close to an equaliser, but the
home side held on for their fourth win in five league
games. —AFP

Napoli cut gap 
to Juventus, 
Icardi fires 
Inter into third

LIVERPOOL: Jurgen Klopp has branded the UEFA
Nations League “the most senseless competition in the
world” as he prepares to see many of his squad leave
on international duty following Liverpool’s drab 0-0
draw with Manchester City.

The two sides-along with Chelsea-are all locked on
20 points at the top of the Premier League table, sepa-
rated only by goal difference after Sunday’s matches.
Klopp is pleased a hectic schedule of seven matches in
23 days is now over but is unsure what the next fort-

night will bring for his players.
“If somebody would have told me after eight match-

days you have 20 points, I would say with that fixture
list, ‘I’ll buy it, let’s start with the ninth matchday’,” said
Klopp. “The boys unfortunately go away again now and
have to play Nations League games, the most senseless
competition in the world of football.” Klopp said play-
ers need a proper break to be fresher, pointing to the
case of Liverpool midfielder Jordan Henderson who
played for England at the World Cup in Russia.

“If you want to see fresher (players), give them a
summer break,” he said. “For Jordan Henderson it was
exactly two weeks, which is funny. But that’s how it is.
“That’s why I say going away is not a big problem but
now you call a manager of any country and ask him to
leave out one or two players and he says, ‘I am under
pressure as well’ because now it’s Nations League. “I
don’t exactly know what you can win but there is some
final next summer or something so that’s it.” — AFP

Jurgen Klopp 
blasts ‘senseless’ 
Nations League

Jurgen Klopp 

LONDON: Manchester United manager Jose Mourinho
survived a wild weekend at Old Trafford to escape what he
described as a “manhunt” after a terrible start to the sea-
son. But a thrilling comeback from 2-0 down to beat lowly
Newcastle 3-2 could prove to be little more than a stay of
execution for Mourinho, with a run of tougher fixtures
looming. He said he had received a text message from a
senior board member, believed to be the club’s executive
vice-chairman Ed Woodward, before kick-off on Saturday
telling him to ignore reports that the axe was set to fall
regardless of the result against Newcastle. “There is a lot
of wickedness and a clear manhunt,” said the 55-year-old
Portuguese boss in a post-match rage despite the late
turnaround. “I think life is made of experiences and some
are new and some are deja vu. This is new but I think it
makes me a better manager and a better person.” The con-
cern for United is that this is not new for Mourinho.

His third seasons in his second spell at Chelsea and Real
Madrid also ended in acrimonious departures after poor
results and falling out with key players. In saving
Mourinho’s job, at least for now, a rousing second-half dis-
play at Old Trafford was in some ways an indictment of his
time in charge.

So often criticised for preaching a cautious approach, it
was only when Mourinho’s men threw caution to the wind
when 2-0 down that they began to look like the United of
old. It was almost a replica of arguably the standout result
of the Mourinho era, when United roared back from 2-0
down at half-time to Manchester City to win 3-2 at the
Etihad in April to delay Pep Guardiola’s title party.

Just like that day, when Paul Pogba and Alexis Sanchez
showed why United have invested heavily in bringing them
to the club, it was some of those most harshly criticised or
shunned by Mourinho who pulled United out of the mire
against Newcastle.

Substitute Juan Mata, who has had to content himself
with a bit-part role under Mourinho recently, got United’s
comeback under way with a sumptuous free-kick. Anthony
Martial, at odds with the Portuguese this season, scored
the equaliser and Sanchez, left out of the squad against
West Ham last week, headed a 90th-minute winner.

Whatever their differences, these were not players hap-
py to lie down and watch their manager take the bullet.
“We couldn’t afford another defeat, we couldn’t afford
another disappointment, especially for the fans,” Mata told
MUTV. “I think they saw today we tried everything, and
we came back and from the mental point of view it’s a very
important three points.” But is the victory short-term balm
or a turning point in United’s season?

Former United midfielder Paul Ince says it is too early
for United to believe they have turned the corner. “We all
know one swallow doesn’t make a summer,” he told the
BBC. “So are we papering over the cracks because they
came back? To some extent, yeah, we are but it was an
important result because they had to win after all the
reports of Mourinho leaving.”—AFP

Can Mourinho survive 
‘manhunt’ after 
stay of execution?

PARIS: Kylian Mbappe tore Lyon to shreds on Sunday with
four goals as a 5-0 thrashing at the Parc des Princes saw
Paris Saint-Germain set a new French top-flight record of
nine straight wins to start a season.

Thomas Tuchel’s Ligue 1 leaders broke the 82-year-old
record of eight consecutive wins set by Olympique Lillois in
1936, having equalled the mark with their 3-0 victory at
Nice last weekend. “Fantastic, incredible. It was super hard in
the first half, it was a crazy match,” PSG coach Tuchel told
Canal+. A Neymar penalty gave PSG a ninth-minute advan-
tage, but Presnel Kimpembe was sent off just after the half-
hour mark to give Lyon hope. Bruno Genesio’s side threw
away their man advantage, though, as Lucas Tousart was
dismissed, and after missing a string of chances, the sensa-
tional Mbappe capped an virtuoso display by scoring four
times in 13 minutes to seal history for PSG.

The capital-city giants, bidding for a sixth title in seven
seasons, are already eight points clear of second-placed
Lille at the top of the table, with Lyon five points further
back in sixth. Lyon endured the worst possible start to the
match, as star man Nabil Fekir was forced off injured in the
seventh minute, and the hosts were awarded a spot-kick just
seconds later.

Mbappe raced to reach a loose ball, and visiting goal-
keeper Anthony Lopes needlessly charged off his line to
bring down the teenager. Neymar stepped up and sent
Lopes the wrong way with a stuttering run-up to score his
11th goal of the season.

Lyon responded well, though, with veteran goalkeeper
Gianluigi Buffon having to shovel a Memphis Depay free-
kick over the bar, before Di Maria was fortunate not to con-

cede a penalty for handball. The reigning champions thought
they had got lucky again when Kimpembe was only shown a
yellow card for a nasty tackle on Tanguy Ndombele, but with
the young midfielder lying stricken on the ground, a video
review resulted in the centre-back’s punishment being
upgraded to red. But Lyon shot themselves in the foot on the
stroke of half-time as Tousart tripped Mbappe inside the
PSG half and was given a second yellow card. OL should
have equalised early in the second period, but Maxwel
Cornet contrived to miskick with the goal at his mercy.

Cornet, who came on for Fekir, almost scored in bizarre
circumstances shortly after, as a Silva clearance ricocheted
off his back and bounced back off the base of the post.

Mbappe almost put PSG out of sight three times in the
space of five minutes-powering clear after Cornet’s unwit-
ting effort and drilling against the far post, seeing Lopes dive
at his feet as he ran through one-on-one, and shooting too
close to the Lyon ‘keeper.

But the World Cup-winner’s persistence finally paid off in
the 61st minute as he latched onto the ball inside the area
after Neymar had burst forward, turned his man and
smashed the ball in off both posts.

Confidence was coursing through PSG, and the flood-
gates opened as centre-back Marquinhos drove into the box
and squared for Mbappe to stab in his eighth goal of the
campaign.Neymar soon sent the 19-year-old bearing down
on goal yet again, and Mbappe lofted the ball into the net to
complete an incredible eight-minute hat-trick. He was not
done there, though, as he pounced to slam home his fourth
with 16 minutes left after Neymar had seen a low shot
blocked. Earlier on Sunday, 10-man Monaco slumped to a
fifth defeat in nine Ligue 1 matches as former PSG outcast
Hatem Ben Arfa earned Rennes a 2-1 victory with his first
league goal since April 2016. Leonardo Jardim’s Monaco,
runners-up to PSG last season, remain winless since the
opening weekend and above the automatic relegation spots
only on goal difference. Elsewhere, ex-Japan coach Vahid
Halilhodzic saw his Nantes side beaten 3-0 at Bordeaux on
his return to French football, while Kostas Mitroglou and
Florian Thauvin scored as Marseille climbed to third follow-
ing a 2-0 victory over Caen. —AFP

PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain’s French forward Kylian Mbappe celebrates after scoring a goal during the
French L1 football match between Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) and Olympique de Lyon (OL) on Sunday at
the Parc des Princes stadium in Paris.  — AFP

Four-star Mbappe 
helps PSG break 
82-year-old record
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Rams storm back to beat Seahawks

LOS ANGELES: Todd Gurley rushed for three touch-
downs as the Los Angeles Rams remained undefeated with
a 33-31 victory against the host Seattle Seahawks on
Sunday in a game involving six lead changes. Cairo Santos
kicked a 39-yard field goal with 6:05 remaining to provide
Los Angeles the final margin of victory. The Rams (5-0)
opened up a three-game lead in the NFC West over the
second-place Seahawks (2-3), who had a two-game win-
ning streak snapped. Gurley was limited to 77 yards on 22
carries on the ground. He had four catches for 36 yards to
exceed 100 yards of total offense. Rams quarterback Jared
Goff completed 23 of 32 passes for 321 yards and a touch-
down but was intercepted twice. Instead of punting the
ball away on fourth-and-1 from their own 42-yard line with
1:39 left and holding a two-point lead, the Rams decided to
go for it. Goff gained a first down on a quarterback sneak
to clinch the victory.

CHIEFS 30, JAGUARS 14
Patrick Mahomes passed for 313 yards and rushed for a

touchdown as unbeaten Kansas City thumped visiting
Jacksonville. The 300-yard performance was the fourth
straight for Mahomes and marked the first time in 16
games the Jaguars (3-2) allowed a passer to fire for 300
yards. Mahomes had two interceptions and no touchdown
strikes. Kansas City (5-0) capitalized on five takeaways,
scoring on a 20-yard interception Chris Jones returned
after the defensive tackle jumped a screen pass attempted
by Blake Bortles. The Jacksonville quarterback threw for a
career-high 430 yards and set a team record with 61 pass
attempts but had a career-high four picks.

BENGALS 27, DOLPHINS 17
Defensive linemen Michael Johnson and Sam Hubbard

scored touchdowns as host Cincinnati rallied from a 17-
point, third-quarter deficit to beat Miami. It was the third
fourth-quarter winning comeback this season by the Bengals
(4-1). The Dolphins (3-2) lost their second game in a row.
Randy Bullock made a 20-yard field goal with 3:33 left in the
fourth quarter, snapping a 17-17 tie. On Miami’s next drive,
Bengals defensive end Carlos Dunlap’s strip sack resulted in
Hubbard’s 19-yard fumble return for a touchdown.

VIKINGS 23, EAGLES 21
Kirk Cousins was 30 of 37 for 301 yards and a touch-

down to lead visiting Minnesota past Philadelphia, helping
the Vikings avenge a 38-7 loss to the Eagles in last year’s
NFC Championship Game. Adam Thielen had 116 receiving
yards and a touchdown for his fifth straight 100-yard
receiving game to open the season, becoming the first
player since the 1970 AFL-NFL merger to achieve the
feat. Dan Bailey converted three field goals, though he
missed two others, and the Vikings (2-2-1) snapped a two-
game losing streak. Philadelphia’s Carson Wentz was 24 of
35 for 311 yards and two touchdowns. The Eagles (2-3)
dropped their second in a row.

TEXANS 19, COWBOYS 16 (OT)
DeAndre Hopkins’ whirling, twirling 49-yard reception

set up Ka’imi Fairbairn’s 36-yard field goal in overtime as
Houston defeated visiting Dallas. The Texans (2-3) have
won two straight for the first time since December 2016.
They defeated their Texas rivals for the first time since
2002. Fairbairn’s fourth field goal of the night came with
1:55 left in the extra period, after the Cowboys (2-3) had
failed to score on the opening possession. The Texans lim-
ited the NFL’s rushing leader, Ezekiel Elliott, to 54 yards
on 20 carries.

STEELERS 41, FALCONS 17
James Conner ran for 110 yards and two touchdowns to

help Pittsburgh down visiting Atlanta. Conner also had
four catches for 75 yards, and Antonio Brown added six
catches for 101 receiving yards and two touchdowns. Ben
Roethlisberger completed 19 of 29 passes for 250 yards,
three touchdowns and an interception for the Steelers (2-
2-1). Matt Ryan went 26 of 38 for 285 yards and a touch-
down for Atlanta (1-4), which was outscored 28-7 in the
second half.

LIONS 31, PACKERS 23
Matthew Stafford threw two touchdown passes,

LeGarrette Blount scored on two short-yardage runs,
and host Detroit took a 24-point, first-half lead and held
on to defeat sloppy Green Bay. Stafford passed for 183
yards, and Kenny Golladay caught four passes for 98
yards and a score for Detroit (2-3). Rookie Kerryon
Johnson rushed for 70 yards on 12 carries before depart-
ing in the second half with an ankle injury. Aaron Rodgers
passed for 442 yards and three touchdowns but also lost

two fumble for the Packers (2-2-1). Mason Crosby missed
four of five field goal attempts and an extra point.
Davante Adams caught nine passes for 140 yards and a
touchdown.

PANTHERS 33, GIANTS 31
Graham Gano booted a 63-yard field goal with one

second to play, giving Carolina a dramatic victory against
visiting New York at Charlotte, N.C. Cam Newton threw

two touchdown passes and overcame a couple of inter-
ceptions. Newton was 21 of 35 for 237 yards as the
Panthers (3-1) won for the third time at home. Eli
Manning threw 15 yards to running back Saquon Barkley
for a touchdown with 1:08 remaining, and with the ensu-
ing extra point giving New York a 31-30 lead, it looked
as if the Giants (1-4) would pull off a comeback victory.
However, Newton led the Panthers 30 yards in eight plays
to set up Gano’s winning kick.—Reuters

Bengals overcome 17-point deficit to beat Dolphins

SEATTLE: Running back Mike Davis #27 of the Seattle Seahawks dives in the second half against the Los Angeles Rams at CenturyLink Field on Sunday in Seattle, Washington. — AFP

LONDON: Former England captain John Terry
announced his retirement from football on Sunday
with the 37-year-old central defender now set to
pursue a career in management. Terry, who spent the
bulk of his career with Chelsea, captained second-
tier Aston Villa last season.

Now the Birmingham club reportedly want him to
join their coaching staff as part of a new-look set-up,
with Thierry Henry in the running to take over as
manager at Villa Park after Steve Bruce was sacked
earlier this week.

“After 23 incredible years as a footballer, I have
decided now is the right time to retire from playing,”
Terry said in a message posted on his Instagram
account. Terry, capped 78 times by England, recently
rejected a chance to play for Spartak Moscow, say-
ing a move to Russia was not right for his family.

His last game as a professional was Villa’s 1-0
Championship play-off final defeat by Fulham in
May-a loss that denied Villa a return to the Premier
League. But his club career will be best remembered
for his time at Chelsea where he won five Premier
League titles, five FA Cups, as well as the Champions

League and Europa League, although he did not play
in the two European finals.

“As a 14-year-old, I made my best and biggest
decision: to sign for Chelsea Football Club,” added
Terry, who also thanked his family for their support.
“Words will never be enough to show how much
everyone at the club means to me, in particular the
fans...I hope I have done you all proud wearing the
shirt and the armband.”

He also referenced his time at Villa by saying: “It
was a privilege to represent such a renowned foot-
ball club with great fans. “I look forward to the next
chapter in my life and the challenges ahead.”

Terry made 717 appearances for Chelsea, scoring
67 goals, and was widely regarded as one of the best
English centre-halves of his generation. But in 2011
he was accused of racially abusing Anton Ferdinand,
the brother of Terry’s England central defensive part-
ner Rio Ferdinand, during a west London derby
against Queens Park Rangers.

Terry was absolved of criminal charges during a
2012 court case. But the Football Association, who
had stripped Terry of the England captaincy while
they waited for the case to be resolved, subsequently
imposed a four-game ban and fine on the defender.

The decision by the FA, English football’s govern-
ing body, to pursue disciplinary action after the court
case led to Terry’s retirement from international foot-
ball. Meanwhile Terry was widely ridiculed when,
after Chelsea beat Bayern Munich to win the 2012
Champions League final, he appeared in full playing
kit for the post-match celebrations despite not tak-
ing part in the game because of suspension.  — AFP

Former England 
captain John
Terry retires 
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