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PHOTO OF THE DAY

By Muna Al-Fuzai
muna@kuwaittimes.net

Local Spotlight
KUWAIT: A local woman hand spins
wool to prepare it for use with tradi-
tional sadu weaving. Kuwait’s her-
itage combines the maritime tradi-
tions and culture of its former focus
on pearl diving and sea trade as well
as traditions from desert Bedouin
tribes. —  Photo by Kuwait Times

By Nawara Fattahova

Nineteen-year-old Fahd Bu Ghaith is a real inspiration.
While many of his peers continue to rely on their par-
ents for support, he has changed his life, found a career

and helps people all at the same time. The young man earns a
living as a personal trainer and proved that men can attain
healthy and fit bodies naturally. 

“I’m trying to change young people’s thinking about body-
building. My target is not only financial, but I aim to promote
natural training without consuming steroids and leading a
healthy lifestyle,” he told Kuwait Times.

“I started exercising at the gym when I was 15 years old. At
that time, all the trainers at the gym tried to convince me to take
steroids to build bigger muscles. They were telling me all the
time that I won’t be able to build muscles just by exercising, and
that I must consume hormones. I refused and succeeded in
building a natural-looking figure in a healthy way,” Fahd said. 

Fahd educated himself  using onl ine resources and
whatever else he could find. Reading to get all the impor-
tant information about bodybuilding and sports training,
along with proper nutrition. 

“I read information provided by international educa-
tors and experts in sports training, which I applied on
myself first and then on my trainees. After about four
years of exercising at the gym and gaining some experi-
ence from the trainers working there, I built a good body
and was able to train other people,” he said. 

“But after I started to offer paid personal training, people
began asking about my qualifications, so I recently obtained a
certified trainer degree from the International Sports Sciences
Association (ISSA),” Fahd said. “Now I’m taking a course at the
British Council, which I will finish this year. After passing this
course, I will be able to register at the university, and I plan to
study physical education, which is related to my hobby and
work,” stressed Fahd.

He told Kuwait Times how he began offering training ses-
sions. “The pocket money I got from my father wasn’t enough
for me, especially after I finished school. So I started thinking
that I needed to have some source of income. Since I was
already going to the gym daily and had good experience, I
thought of training people. I offered to train four guys online
free of charge, and asked them for their photos before the train-
ing and a month after training them. Three of them refused to
provide their photos and stopped responding to messages, so I
got disappointed. The fourth contacted me after a month of
training, but I told him I had stopped this activity. But he insist-
ed that I persevere and said he was satisfied with the result, so I

told him I will have to charge money, and he agreed,” Fahd
recalled. 

“This was my real beginning as a freelancer. I started training
him at the gym. After I posted his before and after photos on my
Instagram account, three other people got interested and I
became their personal trainer, in addition to 10 other men and
women online,” explained Fahd. He prepares a custom-made
schedule for each person, both for the personal training as well
as online. “I prepare a tailored program for each person
depending on their needs. This includes a suitable nutrition and
training program. The program should be at least a month long
and up to six months,” he pointed out.

Fahd has big ambitions. “I dream to establish my own gym
for the people I train. I will work hard to make my dream come
true, even if it takes some time. I also hope to complete my
studies and get a university degree, as I believe that education
is important for work and life,” he concluded.

Mama khaddama

Are maids a necessity or a luxury? Do people really
need domestic servants - even small families or
newlyweds? Do they need a maid for each child,

and I don’t mean a nanny specializing in children’s affairs,
but a maid who does housework - from cooking, washing
and caring for children too? Why do many believe that liv-
ing in a house without a maid is a disaster and a tragedy?

I know that the immediate response will be this is due to
the work of the mother, but not every mother works full
time jobs here. Total dependence on the maid in all affairs
of the house, including the care of children day and night,
indicates nothing but neglect by the parents in their role in
caring for their children. 

I know that there are families who are capable socially
and financially of employing several full-time maids and
providing them with decent accommodation as well as
respect their rights and needs according to the agreed
labor contract. But this does not mean that everyone can.
Moreover, many can afford to do this and are not willing to
respect the physical and moral rights of helpers.

I think it is odd that many families are racing to recruit
maids just to keep up with social appearances and ignore
the importance of the role of parents in a child’s life. This
conclusion brings to my mind another question about
importing maids. There is much talk about the high prices
of hiring maids now after the Filipino labor ban. It is regret-
table that this phenomenon has become a topic of public
concern and talk for many people, whether supporters or
opponents. Of course for each social condition, there are
positive and negative aspects, but I fear that the negatives
are more severe and dangerous in this case.

‘Mama khaddama’ can’t be responsible for raising a
child. She can help in the housework, but what is going on
now is beyond limits. It is imperative that the institutions of
society must set limits to control and protect maids’ prob-
lems as much as possible. Therefore, I believe that the
requirement of a certain level of income for employers, ver-
ification of the availability of a suitable place of residence
(a private room with TV) and allowing domestic helpers to
keep their mobiles and passports can be ascertained by the
embassy labor office in cooperation with the ministries of
interior and social affairs.

I wonder why the interior ministry doesn’t require
depositing the salaries of domestic workers in local banks
to ensure the preservation of their rights, similar to article
18 employees, because depositing the salary in the bank
will surely guarantee the right of the worker, hold default-
ers to account and verify the obligation of the sponsor to
pay wages. 

I think that domestic helpers should not have a role in
raising children at all. The child grows dependent on the
maid completely, so they think they can eat, play and
leave their toys scattered around. They never even think
about making their own beds and throw their clothes on
the ground or bed because the khaddama will clean up
after them. 

In the eyes of the parents, the maid receives a salary
and must do this work. Worse, some parents think the maid
has to tolerate mistreatment by children, such as misbehav-
ior and stubbornness without realizing that they are spoil-
ing their kids. Eventually, the maid will leave for her coun-
try, and the parents will reap the harvest of their hands.

‘Getting fit led to helping others’
Youth develops personal training into career
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By Athoob Al-Shuaibi

Recycling and waste management are a global
problem. The biggest evidence of this is the con-
tent of the garbage we throw every night in the
bins outdoors, which contains valuable recyclable
materials mixed with food waste. 

In Kuwait, the garbage bags end up in dumpsters managed
by the municipality, where cleaners hand-sort and sell the re-
cyclable items to recycling companies. With the closure of
most landfills in Kuwait and the prevention of expansion of ex-
isting ones, this calls for the country to invest in the waste re-
cycling industry in a serious manner, which will result in
economic and environmental benefits.

With this in mind, a Kuwaiti woman saw an opportunity to
invest in this field, taking advantage of her experience of more
than 10 years in the field of computer engineering.  She in-
vented a smart bin that is connected to the Internet. 

Asmaa Al-Ateeq’s smart bin is an electronic device that ac-
cepts three types of recyclable materials - plastic, glass and
metal - that is automatically sorted inside the container. “Based
on the weight value of the total waste, we compensate the user
by bank transfer or cash. The user must first download an ap-
plication on his mobile phone and connect via Bluetooth with

the smart bin. After registering their personal data and civil ID
number, the type and value of the waste, their data and activity
will be saved in their personal history. The bin on the other
hand will be connected to an online data network that will send
information and notify us if it is time to empty it,” she told
Kuwait Times.

How does it work?
The answer is smart sensors. With the help of a company,

Ateeq developed electronic sensors that can identify materials
to be recycled - plastic, glass and metal. In this way, the ma-
chine will instantly sort the items and store each material sep-
arately. 

“One of the features of the smart bin is that it is locked - it
can only be opened electronically by an authorized individual
to prevent tampering,” she explained. “When I first submitted
the idea, some people told me that it’s going to be difficult to
create this type of sensor and make it work as intended. But it
turned out that we can achieve this, and we are going forward
to develop the prototype in order to reach the desired effi-
ciency and the final commercial design of the bin.”

In 2014, the smart bin was just an idea. It crystallized the
following year, and it took 16 months to build the first pro-
totype. It was first tested at the Internet Conference of
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Things (IoT) in Kuwait in 2017 and was introduced in Jan
2018 at the 10th International Inventions Exhibition organ-
ized by the Kuwait Science Club, where the invention won
the silver medal. 

The project was registered by the Sabah Al-Ahmad Center
for Giftedness and Creativity at the US inventions office and
received a registration number, which paves the way for intel-
lectual protection of the project. 

“A feasibility study of the smart bin project has been sub-
mitted to the National Fund for Small and Medium Enterprises.
The financing has been approved for land acquisition in an in-
dustrial zone. I hope to put the smart bins on the market after
a minimum of three years,” Ateeq said.

Who can use the container?
“Anyone with a valid civil ID and a smartphone! The bin will

not confuse one user with another, as the data is linked to each
user’s civil ID number,” explained Ateeq. “It will be priced sim-
ilar to the cost of any home electronic appliance such as a re-
frigerator or a washing machine.”

What is the fate of the waste after dumping it in the bins?
Ateeq said her company will not build a waste storage area.

It will be delivered by designated vehicles to recycling plants
in Kuwait. “The number of recycling plants is currently seven,
but we will only deal with factories that specialize in the recy-
cling of plastic and glass waste and metals,” she said. 

“We know that reusing glass is less expensive than produc-
ing it. In addition, we will give back the material value to the
user based on the market price. We want to be part of Kuwait’s
2035 vision to create sources of income based on industrial
alternatives other than oil,” she concluded.
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KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber
Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah attended and
patronized the ceremony for the opening of the
fourth phase in the Avenues mall yesterday. The
prime minister was welcomed at the ceremony
by Mohammad Abdulaziz Al-Shaya, Board
Chairman of Al-Mabani Company, owner of the
complex, and accompanied him on a tour of the
facility’s various sections. The ceremony was
attended by a number of sheikhs, ministers and
senior state officials. 

In a press statement, Sheikh Jaber hailed the
new developments in the Avenues, adding that
Kuwait is proud of this project locally and in-
ternationally. He also stressed on the impor-
tance of such projects, executed by the private
sector in attracting foreign investment and
boosting the country’s development plan. 

Shaya, a renowned Kuwaiti developer and
businessman, affirmed his determination to ex-
ecute the top national strategy, Kuwait Vision
2035, adding that the Avenues has become the
number one leisure and purchasing destination
for every family in Kuwait. Moreover, the Av-
enues is luring a large number of tourists from
regional countries, said Shaya, the top man be-
hind one of Kuwait’s top business landmarks.
He expressed gratitude to state officials for

their ongoing support for the mall, which has
become with the new expansion one of the
largest of such complexes in the world, spread
over 360,000 sq m. 

Minister of State for Economic Affairs Hind
Al-Sabeeh affirmed the keenness of Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Jaber and the government on back-
ing the private sector to be an effective partner
in implementing “New Kuwait 2035” vision.
Sabeeh, also Minister of Social Affairs and
Labor, made her remarks to KUNA on the side-
lines of the inauguration of phase four of the
Avenues.

The Avenues was recently listed as one of the
largest shopping malls in the region and the
world, she said, adding the inauguration would
have a positive effect on supporting family
tourism in Kuwait. Family tourism in Kuwait has
grown notably in the last three years, the minis-
ter said, noting the number of Gulf tourists in the
country has increased significantly to five mil-
lion in 2017, compared to three million in 2015.

HH the Prime Minister is keen on diversify-
ing the local economic base in the country
based on the directions of HH the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to make
Kuwait an international financial and commer-
cial hub, said Sabeeh. Such care and support

would also be able to face global economic
challenges and changes, in addition to building
main pillars for a local environment capable of
achieving many goals of the country’s develop-
ment plan such as a sustainable diverse econ-
omy, creative human capital, and advanced

infrastructure, she noted. Sabeeh also indicated
that inaugurating phase four completes one of
the largest projects in the country, and also af-
firms Kuwait is ongoing with attaining its 2035
vision through encouraging and backing the
private sector. — KUNA 

Premier hails opening of 
fourth phase of Avenues 

Shaya: Determined to execute Vision 2035 • Sabeeh: Govt backing private sector 

KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, accompanied
by Chairman of Al-Mabani Company Mohammad Abdulaziz Al-Shaya and other senior of-
ficials, attends the opening of the fourth phase in the Avenues mall yesterday. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: Deputy Amiri Diwan Affairs Minister Sheikh Moham-
mad Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah and the head of financial
and administrative affairs at the Amiri Diwan Abdulaziz Saud
Ishaq examined yesterday the construction site of Kuwait Motor
Town. The Amiri Diwan is overseeing the sports facility’s con-
struction. — KUNA 

Amiri Diwan officials
check Motor Town
construction

Weekend weather:
Hot during daytime, 
moderate in evening 
KUWAIT: Hot weather is expected in the
country during daytime this weekend
while it will be moderate during the
evenings, said an official at Kuwait Me-
teorological Center Abdulaziz Al-Qarawi.
Qarawi told KUNA yesterday the coun-
try is affected by a high-pressure area
causing scattered clouds, adding that the
effect of low Sudan depression will in-
crease the amounts of clouds due to ac-
tive wind. 

Yesterday’s weather was relatively hot with light to moderate
northwesterly winds at speeds of 15-40 km per hour, said
Qarawi, adding that dust might prevail in on open areas with
some scattered clouds. Temperatures were between 31 and 33
degrees Celsius with sea level between 3 to 5 feet. Yesterday
evening, a light to moderate northwesterly winds at speeds of
12-35 km per hour were expected, with temperatures between
16 to 18 degrees Celsius and sea level between 2 to 5 feet.

Today’s weather will be warm with light to moderate north-
westerly wind during the day with speeds of 15- 40 kilometers
per hour, and a high temperature between 30 to 33 Degrees
Celsius. However, today evening will witness a drop in temper-
ature with light variable wind and low temperatures between
14 to 16 degrees Celsius. As for tomorrow, Qarawi expected the
weather to be warm early during the day, with southeasterly
wind at speeds between of 8- 35 km per hour. Low tempera-
tures will reach between 13 to 15 degrees Celsius. — KUNA 

Abdulaziz 
Al-Qarawi

Kuwait, Qatar to boost
health cooperation
DOHA: Kuwait’s Minister of Health Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah and
Qatari Minister of Public Health Dr Hanan Al-Kuwari yesterday dis-
cussed means of boosting bilateral cooperation, with a focus on chil-
dren’s genetic diseases. The meeting also reviewed the brotherly
relations between the two Arab countries and means to enhance
them in all fields, health in particular, Sheikh Basel told KUNA. He
added that he was acquainted with Qatar’s health strategy and the
use of modern technology to care for the elderly, and mental health
services. Sheikh Basel lauded the Qatari hospitals and medical cen-
ters for the high-level services they offer to patients.

The Kuwaiti minister and an accompanying delegation visited
the Hamad Medical Corporation’s (HMC) Medical City complex,
where he toured departments of medical rehabilitation, woman
health and the one-day surgery center. They also visited the Sidra
Medical and Research Center, a leading institution that provides ex-
emplary healthcare to women and children. During the visit to Sidra,
the minister was briefed on the multitude of health services, which
cover prevention, treatment and research, especially in heart and
genetic diseases. Sheikh Basil and the Kuwaiti delegation arrived in
Doha Wednesday to attend the three-day Middle East Forum on
Quality and Safety in Healthcare that kicks off today. — KUNA 

DOHA: Kuwaiti Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah meets
Qatari Minister of Public Health Dr Hanan Al-Kuwari. — KUNA 
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Panjaras: The windows 
of old Kuwaiti houses

The Free Art Studio - an example of the architecture of an
old Kuwaiti house.— KUNA photos A window (panjara) of an old house.  Palm leaf ceiling of an old Kuwaiti house.

‘Panjara’ used to be the word used to describe windows
in old Kuwaiti houses before the term developed into
‘dereesha’, said Kuwaiti heritage researcher Saleh Al-

Methan, noting that ‘panjaras’ were usually made from hard
teakwood with metal bars called ‘sheesh’ for protection.
Methan added that all old Kuwaiti houses were designed with

windows overlooking the inner yard to provide more privacy,
while windows overlooking the street outside were only found
in diwaniyas (men’s gathering rooms). 

Methan explained that the word ‘panjara’ is derived from
the Farsi word ‘panj’ (five), because these old windows had
five panels - four rectangular ones and a fifth on top. He

added that panjaras usually were 40, 70 or 80 cm by 100
cm in size. He added that by time, the upper panel became
fixed, and sometimes colored glass replaced the wooden
panel to provide natural illumination. The windows were
usually made by carpenters who had workshops near the old
Souq Al-Selah. — KUNA 

Reckless driver 
arrested; police 
hunt accomplice 
By Hanan Al-Saadoun 

KUWAIT: Responding to a
social media video showing
a motorist blocking a police
patrol to stop it from arrest-
ing a reckless driver outside
a wedding hall in Sabahiya,
the interior ministry’s rela-
tions and security media de-
partment announced that
detectives managed to arrest
the reckless driver and im-
pounded the vehicle he used.
The department added that
the vehicle used to block the
police patrol’s way was also
found and impounded, while
its driver is still at large. 

KUWAIT: The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) yes-
terday opened the first “Airport Carnival” with the participation
of several government agencies and small and medium sized en-
terprises (SMEs) for Kuwaiti youth. “Airport Carnival 2018” is a

distinctive idea that brings together all the agencies operating at
the Kuwait International Airport,” said DGCA Director General
Yusuf Al-Fawzan.

Touring the exhibition, Fawzan thanked the organizing com-
mittee of the three-day event, especially the Interior Ministry’s
Kuwait Aviation Safety Department (KASD) and the VIP Protec-
tion Department. The first day of the carnival saw air and military
band shows, popular and recreational contests and sports and so-
cial activities. More activities are on the agenda of the second and
third days - a walkathon, a bike race and entertainment and her-
itage shows. — KUNA 

DGCA organizes 
‘Airport Carnival’



KUWAIT: Governor of the Central Bank of Kuwait Mohammad
Al-Hashel emphasized on Wednesday that the main objective of
Kuwait’s fiscal, monetary and monitoring policies is sustainable
prosperity. All financial indicators such as liquidity, profitability
and asset quality affirm the strength, resilience and flexibility of
Kuwait’s banking sector, Hashel said in his speech during the sec-
ond day of the Kuwait Investment Forum 2018. He pointed out
that Kuwait’s economic indicators are encouraging and attractive
to investors.

The country has great potential and distinguished geograph-
ical location, as well as policies help turn these potential into in-
vestment opportunities for achieving the sustainability of welfare,
he clarified.  He suggested that even challenges are providing
great investment opportunities in the national economy. The
country had a distinctive geographical location and huge oil re-
serves, which account for eight percent of the world’s reserves,
and well-developed legislative and institutional systems guaran-
tee principles of efficiency, fairness and transparency, he added.

Hashel elaborated Kuwait had large financial buffers that were
built up over a period of time thanks to prudent fiscal policies
that were based on two pillars investment and saving. These
buffers enabled the country to carry out gradual structural eco-
nomic reforms and helped retain monetary and financial stability,
he argued. As for the indicators of the strength of the Kuwaiti
economy, Hashel said that the non-oil GDP growth has increased
in the last three years as the non-oil sector had absorbed the
shock of oil prices falling in 2014. 

He predicted that the non-oil sector would maintain mod-
erate and positive growth rates in the coming years with the
help of the low inflation rates. He pointed out that the state had

kept capital spending at high levels in the past years, account-
ing for 11 percent of total spending and reached 14 percent last
year. Kuwait’s current account recorded a surplus last year
after a slight deficit in 2016 for the first time in Kuwait since
1990, he said, attributing that the current account surplus to
the recovery of oil prices on global markets and the country’s
economic reforms. 

On monetary policy, Hashel said Kuwait has a long record of
sophisticated prudential monetary policies. Kuwait had been
pegging the national currency to a basket of world major cur-
rencies which served the economy well, he stressed. He affirmed
the stability of the exchange rate of Kuwaiti dinars according to
studies and technical indicators. The purchasing power of the
Kuwaiti dinar in recent years rose by about 1.5 percent, he said.
Hashel hailed the high quality of the assets of local banks, espe-
cially the financial portfolios. The non-performing loans declined
to 1.9 percent by the end of 2017, a percentage that was not re-
ported by local banks even in the period leading up to the global
financial crisis in 2008, he noted. 

Meanwhile, the Central Bank raised the discount rate by a
quarter percentage point to 3 percent, Hashel announced later
Wednesday. The changes, effective from yesterday, reflect efforts
to “ensure the continued competitiveness and attractiveness of
the national currency as a store of domestic savings”. This con-
stitutes a “major source of funding provided by the local banking
and financial units to the various sectors of the national economy
and thus maintain a supporting environment for sustainable eco-
nomic growth and development”. 

Hashel further explained that the acceleration in US interest
rates highlighted the need to further enhance the competitiveness

and attractiveness of the na-
tional currency as a profitable
and reliable source of domestic
savings. The most recent avail-
able data indicates the need for
greater coherence between ele-
ments of the domestic interest
rate system, specifically be-
tween interest rates on public
debt instruments and Central
Bank bonds, on the one hand,
and interest rates on commercial
loans, on the other.

The use of the available tools
and procedures to achieve the
country’s monetary policy di-
rections depends on the detailed reading of data and statistics
related to macroeconomic developments and future prospects,
he said. This is while taking into consideration the trends of in-
terest rates on international currencies and the implications of all
of these developments on the movement of the main monetary
and banking indicators, added Hashel.

The governor pointed out CBK’s decisions in June and De-
cember 2017, to keep the discount rate unchanged. He attributed
that decision to limiting the increase in the cost of credit, thus
consolidating an atmosphere which supports the recovery of
economic growth while continuing to employ other tools avail-
able, aimed at strengthening the competitiveness of the national
currency in the light of US Federal Reserve’s increase of interest
rates in both months. — KUNA 
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Kuwait’s monetary policy 
targets sustainable welfare

Central Bank Governor 
Mohammad Al-Hashel

CRIMES
Maid flees abuse

KUWAIT: A Filipina fled to her country’s embassy after es-
caping the house of her sponsor, who had been allegedly beat-
ing her, said security sources, noting embassy officials took
her to the hospital to get a medical report with her injuries and
then filed a case at a Hawally governorate police station. The
maid told police she had a dispute with her sponsor over some
domestic matters that developed into an argument, before the
sponsor started beating her. A case was filed and the sponsor
is being summoned for further investigations. 

Maid accused of theft

A female citizen reported that her Filipina housemaid fled the
house after allegedly stealing some electrical appliances and
valuable goods of a total value of KD 2,000. The sponsor added
that when she tried to call the maid, her mobile phone was
switched off. A case was filed and a search is on for the maid. 

Cop ‘steals’ KD 300

A policeman was referred to investigation over suspicions of
swindling an Asian of KD 300. Security sources said the Asian
reported that the policeman stopped him and took his ID and
an envelope containing KD 800, then told him to follow him to
the police station. The man added that the policeman then
stopped and returned his belongings including the envelope.
When he opened it, he found KD 300 was missing. Further in-
vestigations are still in progress. — Al-Rai/Al-Anbaa 

Central Bank raises discount rate 

KPC to sign
long-term LNG
supply deal
KUWAIT: Minister of Oil and
Electricity and Water Bakheet
Al-Rashidi announced yester-
day that Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation (KPC) and a lead-
ing International Company
have agreed to sign a substan-
tial supply agreement to im-
port liquefied natural gas
(LNG) into Kuwait for 15 years
starting from 2020. Rashidi
said in a statement to KUNA that Kuwait is embarking
on an ambitious path of economic growth, indicating that
the deal will meet the growing demand for energy.

This growth in energy demand needs cleaner burning
energy sources such as natural gas, which will contribute
to reduce emissions and improve local air quality, said
the minister. Whilst KPC is working towards increasing
local natural gas production, there is a pressing require-
ment to secure imports of natural gas supplies in the
meantime, he added. This agreement reinforces the al-
ready strong relationship between the parties and their
mutual commitment to further strengthening the ties be-
tween their respective companies. — KUNA

Kuwait donates
$2m to UNRWA
AMMAN: Kuwait has donated a
sum of USD two million to the
United Nations Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East
(UNRWA) as part of its annual
financial aid to support the UN
organization.  Kuwait’s Ambas-
sador to Jordan Dr. Hamad Al-
Duaij handed the donation to
the UNRWA’s representative in
Jordan, where he told KUNA
that the financial aid repre-
sented an earnest desire to help
the Palestinian people, many of
whom live in misery.

Chief of the UNRWA Donor
Relations Division, Marc Las-
souaoui stressed the importance
of Kuwait’s annual contribution to UNRWA’s budget and its role
in supporting the agency’s operations in the sectors of health, ed-
ucation and relief. The amount received from the Kuwaiti govern-
ment will be allocated to support the education of more than half
a million Palestinian refugees in the countries of the region, in ad-
dition to providing health care to the 5.3 million refugees in neigh-
boring countries. UNRWA was established by the UN General
Assembly in 1949 and provides aid to around 5 million Palestinian
refugees in Jordan, Lebanon and, Syria. — KUNA 

Bakheet Al-Rashidi AMMAN: Kuwaiti Ambassa-
dor to Jordan Hamad Al-
Duaij hands the donation to
UNRWA’s representative in
Jordan. — KUNA 
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NEW YORK: A man begs for money in the snow along 42nd Street in Times Square in New York yesterday. —AFP

NEW YORK: A fourth snow storm in three weeks slammed the
US Northeast on Wednesday, canceling flights, closing schools
and shutting federal offices on the second day of spring. Winter
Storm Toby dumped seven inches (18 centimeters) of snow on
New York, the US financial capital, by 8pm (0000 GMT Thurs-
day), significantly less than originally forecast with the storm to
taper off overnight.

It remained unclear if the storm, which had been expected
to pummel parts of New York with more than a foot of snow,
would exceed the springtime blizzard that brought 10 inches in
April 1915. The National Weather Service warned against wind
guests of 40 miles per hour (64 kilometers per hour), with
power outages and downed trees possible in New York, New
Jersey and Connecticut. Predictions of heavy snow saw New
York’s state governor, up for re-election, declare a state of
emergency in and around the city.

But more than 4,400 flights within, into or out of the United
States were cancelled, including a majority at Newark and La-
Guardia, two of New York’s three area airports, and half at John
F. Kennedy International and Philadelphia.  Forty percent of
flights were canceled at Washington’s Reagan National Airport,
the FlightAware website added. In New York, Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio urged employers to let staff go home early with the snow
expected to quickly accumulate after 4:00 pm and reach “bliz-
zard-like conditions.”

Boston schools close 
“The evening rush hour is going to be very, very diffi-

cult,” he told a news conference. “If you don’t need to be
out this evening, don’t go out.” “Flights are limited right now.
I am certain that’s going to get worse as the day goes by. I
would suspect very few flights will be happening later in the
day,” he added.

In Washington, forecasts of three to eight inches of the
white stuff shut schools and federal government offices in
the world’s most powerful political capital. Congress stayed
open with lawmakers scrambling to agree on a federal
spending bill to stave off a government shutdown. The Fed-
eral Reserve also continued “as planned” a meeting before
raising the key lending rate for the first time this year, citing
a stronger outlook for economic growth, and hinted at a
slightly more aggressive pace for hikes in 2019.

In New Jersey, the governor also declared a state of
emergency and schools closed in Philadelphia. New Jer-
sey Transit, the commuter rail service, discontinued
buses.  While Broadway shows went ahead as scheduled,
pop sensation Justin Timberlake announced his planned
concert at Madison Square Garden on Wednesday was
canceled. In Boston, where winters are more severe than
farther south, officials ordered public schools to stay
closed yesterday.—AFP

Fourth snow storm in three weeks

Snow storm slams US Northeast

PHILADELPHIA: Pedestrians walk through snow and high winds in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. —AFP
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Wagner Group: Mercenaries 
serving Russia leader in Syria

Putin’s mysterious private army
MOSCOW: The deaths of several members of
the so-called “Wagner Group” in Syria last
month shone a light on Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s mysterious private army
Moscow is using there. Questions had already
been raised on its role in the Syrian conflict and
intensified when Washington said on February
7 it had killed at least 100 pro-regime troops in
Deir ez-Zor. After days of silence, Moscow ac-
knowledged five Russian nationals were killed
and “dozens” wounded in the attack, saying
they all were in Syria “on their own initiative.”

Various media outlets have reported up to
200 fatalities and the group of Russian inves-
tigative bloggers known as the Conflict Intelli-
gence Team (CIT) has established the identities
of dozens of them-all members of the Wagner
Group. “Wagner can and should be regarded as
Russia’s shadow army in Syria, as it has been
providing the vital frontline component to Rus-
sia’s operations in Latakia and Eastern Syria,”
CIT’s Kirill Mikhailov said.

The group played an important role in the
retaking of Palmyra from the Islamic State
group which had controlled the city since
March 2016, he added.  Pavel Baev, an associate
research fellow at the French Institute of Inter-
national Relations, said Russia’s resort to
“shadow armies... has the double benefit of en-
suring deniability and discounting casualties.”

But “the problem with assets like the Wagner
Group is that they are never fully controllable
and could become maverick,” he said. The
group’s “capabilities exceed any Western pri-
vate military company by far,” said Mikhailov.

A photo with Putin 
Wagner was set up by former Russian mili-

tary intelligence offi-
cer Dmitry Utkin, who
was part of the first
convoy of Russian
mercenaries sent in
autumn 2013 to Syria.
But their ill-equipped
mission, which did not
have the backing of
the Russian authori-
ties, ended in fiasco.
They engaged in some combat with the IS but
rapidly returned to Russia, where two backers of
the scheme were jailed for three years for mer-
cenary activities.  In June 2014 Utkin joined the
ranks of pro-Russian separatist forces in eastern
Ukraine-the Wagner Group’s birthplace-ac-
cording to official reports from Ukraine.  The
Kremlin has continuously rejected accusations
from Kiev and the West of its military presence
in Eastern Ukraine, saying the Russians who are
fighting there are “volunteers.”

Utkin reappeared in Syria in autumn 2015,
when Russia launched an intervention in sup-
port of Kremlin ally Bashar Al-Assad’s regime.
In December next year, the former intelligence
officer showed up at a televised ceremony held
in the Kremlin to honor “the Heroes of Father-
land” and was the same day photographed
alongside Putin. Various media reports in Russia

and the United States
said Wagner is being
funded by one of
Putin’s allies Evgeny
Prigozhin, a Saint Pe-
tersburg businessman
who made a fortune in
the catering business
before signing lucra-
tive contracts with
Russia’s military and

the government. He has been charged by a US
court with setting up an Internet “troll factory”
that attempted to influence the 2016 American
presidential elections in favour of Donald
Trump.

Petrodollars 
The number of Wagner’s fighters in Syria has

been the subject of debate by analysts and
media, with Republic.ru online magazine report-
ing the presence of 2,500 mercenaries in March

2016. It said $350 million (285 million euros) had
been spent on mercenaries since the operation
began.  Wagner’s mission “is essentially a fail-
ure,” a former member of the group told Russian
Sovershenno Sekretno weekly.

He said 40 percent of recruits had been jailed
for serious crimes before they joined Wagner and
would refer to each other as the “unlucky ones”.
This “low-quality” of recruits, along with the idea
that Wagner functioned as an autonomous army
and accepted missions from non-Russian groups,
led to rising tensions with officials both on the
ground in Syria and in Moscow’s corridors of
power. In early 2016 the group lost the trust of-
and financing from-Russia’s defense ministry, ac-
cording to various reports.

This led “Prigozhin to seek other contracts,
such as the one with Damascus whereby Wag-
ner would liberate oil and gas fields and infra-
structure in exchange for 25 percent of
production,” he added. To this end, he estab-
lished a company named Evro Polis, which
signed the contract with Assad’s government in
December 2016 and is now responsible for pay-
ing Wagner mercenaries’ salaries that vary from
an estimated $3,500 to $5000 a month. “Most
probably, Prigozhin’s companies provide a hub
that channels the funding coming from other
sources, including the Syrian government,” said
analyst Baev.— AFP 

Various media 
outlets report up 
to 200 fatalities
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NUSEIRAT: The main suspect in a recent bomb
attack against the Palestinian prime minister in
the Gaza Strip was killed in an arrest raid yes-
terday that also left two members of the Hamas
security forces dead. One of the suspect’s al-
leged accomplices was also killed in the raid
after Hamas, the Islamist movement that runs the
Gaza Strip, launched a manhunt. The interior
ministry in the Gaza Strip announced the deaths.
The two suspects were earlier said to have been
arrested, but the ministry issued a statement
later saying they had
died from their
wounds.

A third suspect was
under arrest. The
members of the secu-
rity forces were
named as Hammad
Abu Swerah and Ziad
al-Howajri, with the
interior ministry say-
ing they “died while carrying out their national
duty in a security operation this morning.” A
clash with an exchange of fire had erupted ear-
lier in the day in Nuseirat, south of Gaza City, a
day after Hamas named Anas Abu Koussa, born
in 1993, as the lead suspect. Dozens of new
checkpoints had been erected throughout the
Palestinian enclave and armed security forces
were searching cars, an AFP correspondent said.

Palestinian prime minister Rami Hamdallah
was unhurt by the roadside bomb that struck his

convoy on March 13, in what Palestinian offi-
cials have called an assassination attempt as he
entered Gaza on a rare visit. Palestinian Author-
ity intelligence chief Majid Faraj, who was ac-
companying Hamdallah, also escaped injury.
The roadside bomb, believed to have weighed
around 15 kilograms, exploded a few hundred
meters (yards) from the border with Israel,
shortly after Hamdallah’s convoy entered the
territory. A second bomb failed to explode, of-
ficials said.

Failed reconciliation  
Hamas did not give

a possible motive for
the attack on Hamdal-
lah, head of govern-
ment in president
Mahmud Abbas’s
Palestinian Authority.
On Wednesday, a
Hamas security source

said investigators had arrested and were ques-
tioning three people, including two members of
the PA-run intelligence services. Another secu-
rity source said he believed radical Salafist Mus-
lims had planted the bomb, which lightly
wounded six people.

On Monday, Abbas accused Hamas of being
behind the blast and said he would take new
measures in response, without specifying de-
tails. Abbas has previously taken a series of
measures, including reducing electricity pay-

ments for Gaza’s two million residents, in what
analysts said was an attempt to punish Hamas.
Hamas and the West Bank-based PA have been
bitter rivals for a decade since the Islamists
seized control of Gaza. The bombing appears
to have brought to an end hopes for an already
floundering reconciliation deal signed in Octo-
ber between Hamas and Abbas’s Fatah party,
which dominates the PA.

While Hamas did hand over control of Gaza’s
borders to the PA, it maintains full control of the
rest of the territory, with its police force and

armed wing still operating throughout. The fu-
ture of that armed wing has proved one of the
largest sticking points in implementing the rec-
onciliation agreement. Previous attempts at rec-
onciliation have failed. Hamas has fought three
wars with Israel since 2008 and is blacklisted as
a terrorist organization by the European Union
and the United States. Many hoped reconcilia-
tion could ease worsening humanitarian condi-
tions in the Palestinian enclave, which suffers
from electricity shortages and a lack of infra-
structure, including clean water.— AFP 

Bomb suspect, 2 Hamas 
officers killed in a raid

Bomb plot targets Palestinian prime minister 

PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES: Hamas policemen take a position in Nuseirat, south of Gaza
City yesterday, during clashes as they carried out a man-hunt that resulted in the arrest of
a suspect in a recent bomb attack against the Palestinian prime minister.— AFP 

Abbas accuses 
Hamas of being 
behind the blast

BRUSSELS: European leaders have strongly
condemned Turkey’s “illegal actions” toward
Greece and Cyprus in a blistering denunciation
that could upend an EU-Turkish summit in
Bulgaria next week. The statement by the 28
European Union member states meeting in
Brussels comes after Turkey’s arrest of two
Greek soldiers, and its promise to prevent the
internationally-recognized Greek Cypriot gov-
ernment from exploring for oil and gas. 

“The European Council strongly condemns
Turkey’s continued illegal actions in the East-
ern Mediterranean and the Aegean Sea and
underlines its full solidarity with Cyprus and
Greece,” the draft conclusions said. The draft
“calls on Turkey to cease these actions and re-

spect the sovereign rights of Cyprus to explore
and exploit its natural resources in accordance
with EU and international law.” The statement
shows firm support for Greece and Cyprus-
which have so far been among the EU coun-
tries most reluctant to endorse a separate EU
summit condemnation of a nerve agent attack
on a former Russian agent on English soil.

The draft urged Turkey to normalize rela-
tions with Cyprus, divided since 1974 when
Turkish troops invaded and occupied the
northern third of the island in response to a
Greek military junta-sponsored coup. A stand-
off over exploiting energy resources in the re-
gion risks further complicating stalled efforts
to reunify Cyprus after UN-backed talks col-
lapsed last year. In recent weeks Turkish war-
ships blocked an Italian drillship from
exploring for gas in the east Mediterranean is-
land’s waters. The leaders also expressed
“grave concern over the continued detention
of EU citizens in Turkey” and called for these
issues to be resolved through dialogue with
the EU member states.

Two Greek soldiers were arrested on
March 2 for entering a military zone in the
northern Turkish province of Edirne and are
waiting for their case to be heard. —AFP 

EU leaders
blast Turkey’s
actions in
Mediterranean

ISTANBUL: A top Turkish businessman with
close ties to President Recep Tayyip Erdogan is
to buy Turkey’s largest media holding, a statement
said yesterday, raising fears of a new tightening
of government control on the press. Dogan Hold-
ing said in a statement that talks had begun on the
sale of Dogan Media Group to the Demiroren
Group of magnate Erdogan Demiroren for around
$1 billion (810 million euros).

Dogan Media Group comprises some of
Turkey’s most prestigious media names includ-
ing the Hurriyet daily newspaper, the Fanatik
sports daily, the CNN-Turk rolling news service
and the Kanal-D channel. The respected CNN-
Turk and Hurriyet had been regarded as holding
a relatively independent editorial line in recent
years, as the space for voices critical of Erdogan
shrunk. However, the Demiroren Holding, which
has interests in energy, property and construc-
tion, is seen as more friendly to Erdogan.

The takeover plan, first reported by the T24
website on Wednesday, raised fears among jour-
nalists there would be little space left to chal-

lenge the president ahead of 2019 elections. A
senior Dogan Media Group journalist expressed
alarm over the move, adding it was part of a
trend in Turkey to centralise media control.”It is
an indication of a lack of pluralism, zero toler-
ance to dissent, and a rock bottom for freedom
of expression in Turkey,” the staffer, who asked
not be named, told AFP.  “With this acquisition,
around 90 percent of Turkish media is now
largely under government control.”

Prominent Turkish journalist Kadri Gursel,
himself released from jail late last year, wrote on
Twitter that media in Turkey was “under the di-
rect political control of President Erdogan”. Oth-
ers questioned how the Demiroren group would
be able to raise the funds for such a purchase.
“Demiroren does not have this money. But it
could be an operation by the (presidential)
palace,” said economist Mustafa Sonmez. Ac-
cording to the latest rating of the Turkish edition
of Forbes magazine, Erdogan Demiroren is
Turkey’s 45th richest person with a total fortune
of $850 million.  The Dogan Media Group is val-
ued at $1.1 billion, although this is reduced to
$890 million when debts are considered, ac-
cording to the company statement.

Demiroren already bought the Milliyet and
Vatan newspapers in 2011 from Dogan Holding,
with the formerly mainstream outlets toeing the
government line since then. His son, Yildirim, also
holds a powerful role as head of the Turkish
Football Federation. —AFP 

Erdogan ally to 
buy top Turkey 
media group
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LONDON: The new blue British passports
that Prime Minister Theresa May called “an
expression of our independence and sover-
eignty” after Brexit will be made by a Franco-
Dutch firm, the boss of the British company
which lost the contract said yesterday. May
announced in December that Britain, which
adopted burgundy passports in 1988, would
switch back to the “iconic” blue ones that it
had before joining the bloc. British passports
are now made by De La Rue, which despite its
French name is a British company that prints
them in northern England. The company’s
CEO said it lost the tender for the new version
after being undercut on price.

Franco-Dutch company Gemalto won the
contract, the Sun newspaper said. “I’m going
to have to go and face those workers, look
them in the whites of the eyes and try and ex-
plain to them why the British government
thinks it’s a sensible decision to buy French
passports not British passports,” De La Rue
CEO Martin Sutherland told BBC radio. “I’d
like to invite Theresa May or (interior minis-
ter) Amber Rudd to come to my factory and
explain to my dedicated workforce why they
think this is a sensible decision to offshore the

manufacture of a British icon.” “Sacre Bleu!”
headlined the pro-Brexit Daily Mail tabloid.

When May announced the switch back to
blue passports in December, she said on Twit-
ter: “The UK passport is an expression of our
independence and sovereignty - symbolizing
our citizenship of a proud, great nation. That’s
why we have announced that the iconic

#bluepassport will return after we leave the
European Union in 2019.” The European
Union does not require any particular color of
passport but recommends member states
adopt burgundy. Croatia, which joined the
European Union in 2013, retained its blue
passport with no plans to change its color
scheme. 

De La Rue’s contract, which ends in July
2019, is worth 400 million pounds ($566 mil-
lion). Its shares fell 5 percent in early trading.
Britain’s interior ministry defended the deci-
sion. “The preferred bidder has been selected
following a rigorous, fair and open competi-
tion,” it said in a statement. “The chosen com-
pany demonstrated that they will be best able
to meet the needs of our passport service
with a high quality and secure product at the
best value for money for our customers and
the taxpayer.” 

Gemalto has been awarded the passport
deal worth 490 million pounds, The Sun re-
ported. The company did not return requests
for comment from Reuters. Britain’s biggest
trade union Unite hit out at the government’s
choice and said the French government
would never have made such a move. “It
wouldn’t happen in France because of na-
tional security and it shouldn’t happen in the
UK,” said national officer Louisa Bull. “Min-
isters need to reverse this decision and start
supporting British business and UK workers
through public procurement and an indus-
trial strategy which is more than just sound-
bites.” —Reuters

New British passport to be 
made by Franco-Dutch firm

De La Rue losses tender; shares fall 5%

‘An expression of
independence 

and sovereignty’

LONDON: File photo shows the blue cover of a United Kingdom
passport. Britain’s new, blue post-EU passports are set to be
made by a Paris-based firm, reports said yesterday, in what
leading Brexit supporters called a ‘national humiliation’. —AFP

Russia media outlets
boycott parliament 
over sex scandal
MOSCOW: Top Russian media outlets launched
a rare boycott of parliament yesterday after it
dismissed claims from a number of journalists that
a senior lawmaker had sexually harassed them.
Influential media including popular radio station
Echo of Moscow, RBC media group and Dozhd
(Rain) independent television said they would no
longer send journalists to cover the lower house
of parliament, the State Duma. The joint action
comes after several reporters for Western and
Russian independent media accused Leonid Slut-
sky, head of the State Duma’s foreign affairs com-
mittee, of making lewd sexual comments and
groping. But on Wednesday, the parliamentary
ethics commission said it had found no violations
in the behavior of the 50-year-old lawmaker from
the nationalist Liberal Democratic Party. 

The commission questioned the motives of
BBC Russian Service journalist Farida Rustamova,
deputy editor at the US-based RTVi Yekaterina
Kotrikadze and Dozhd producer Darya Zhuk,
saying their claims had appeared in the run-up to
last Sunday’s presidential election. The journalists
broke their silence on a subject that is still largely
taboo in Russia as the “#MeToo” movement has
swept across the globe. And the boycott is a rare
campaign of solidarity in a country where all
major television channels are state-controlled.

‘Dangerous to work’    
“Echo of Moscow now considers the State

Duma an unsafe workplace for journalists of both
sexes,” its chief editor Alexei Venediktov wrote.
The Vedomosti business daily said it would boy-
cott Slutsky and the ethics commission’s members.
Journalists have the constitutional right to safety
and dignity, it wrote. “The State Duma should
adopt all measures including legislative ones so
that such things does not happen within its wall or
outside them.” Dozhd quoted its chief editor
Alexandra Perepolova as saying “it has become
clear that it’s simply dangerous for women to work
in the State Duma”. Some media organizations
such as Kommersant business daily did not pull
their parliamentary correspondents but said they
would no longer be asking Slutsky for comments.
The Kremlin-friendly online news portal Lenta
said it would ignore Slutsky’s existence and would
delete all its articles about him except those cov-
ering the sexual harassment claims.

‘Enemy media’ 
According to an audio recording of Wednes-

day’s closed-door hearing of the ethics commit-
tee that was leaked to the press, a lawmaker with
the ruling United Russia party, Shamsail Sar-
aliyev, called the women “enemy media”. “All the
journalists who raised this subject today are
journalists of Western media, I call them enemy
media,” he was quoted as saying. President
Vladimir Putin’s spokesman Dmitry Peskov de-
clined to comment on the boycott and the deci-
sion of the ethics commission. “This is not the
issue for the presidential administration,” he told
reporters. —ÅFP

Asylum seeker
jailed for life in
Germany for
rape, murder
FREIBURG: An asylum seeker claiming to be
from Afghanistan was yesterday sentenced to life
in jail in Germany for the rape and murder of a
student that stoked a public backlash against a
mass influx of migrants. Hussein Khavari, of un-
certain age and origin, was found guilty of the
deadly night-time attack on medical student
Maria Ladenburger, 19, in October 2016 in the
university town of Freiburg. Khavari pushed her
off her bicycle as she was riding home alone from
a party, then bit, choked and repeatedly raped her
and left her on the bank of a river where she
drowned. Presiding judge Kathrin Schenk con-
demned the extreme “lack of empathy” of Khavari,
who was handcuffed and wearing a black hooded
jumper, before reading out the verdict and sen-
tence, which were greeted with applause in the
courtroom. She handed down the maximum sen-
tence of life in prison, which under German law
means 15 years behind bars, with no chance of pa-
role and the possibility of “security detention” af-
terwards if the convict is still deemed to pose a
threat to society.

Schenk said she saw almost no chance of re-
habilitation, telling Khavari that “you would have
to become an entirely different human being”.
Khavari had been arrested seven weeks after the
murder, following a huge manhunt in the town

near the French border. Police had found a black
hair partially dyed blond at the scene, then spot-
ted Khavari by his hairstyle on security camera
footage and linked him to the crime using his
DNA. As the crime sparked public anger and re-
vulsion, social media users posted sarcastic “thank
you” messages to Chancellor Angela Merkel over
her liberal policy that brought more than one mil-
lion refugees and migrants to the country. During
the trial, prosecutor Eckart Berger had reminded
the two jurors sitting alongside three judges that
“on trial is a criminal offender and not Germany’s
refugee policy”.

Jailed in Greece
Khavari arrived in Germany, without identity

papers, in November 2015, near the peak of the
refugee influx, as an unaccompanied minor claim-
ing to be 16 or 17 years old and hailing from
Afghanistan. A police officer told the court that
Khavari’s cellphone and social media accounts
suggested he had lived in Iran. Khavari was sent
to live with a German host family in the pictur-
esque town on the edge of the Black Forest, went
to a local school, learnt German and received
state benefits.

It emerged only after his arrest that he had al-
ready committed a violent crime in May 2013 in
Greece, where he pushed a woman off a cliff on
the island of Corfu, leaving her badly injured. He
was sentenced there in February 2014 to 10 years
jail for attempted murder but was granted a con-
ditional release from Greece’s overcrowded jails
in October 2015. He fled to Germany, where au-
thorities knew nothing of his criminal past be-
cause Greece had only issued a nationwide
warrant, and because no match was detected in
an EU-wide fingerprint data base for asylum
seekers. —AFP



WASHINGTON:  Saudi Arabia and America
must pursue “urgent efforts” to bring a peaceful
end to Yemen’s war, US Defense Secretary Jim
Mattis told Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman yesterday. The two men met at the Pen-
tagon as part of Prince Mohammed’s tour of the
United States, which began this week with a
White House visit.

“As you discussed with President (Donald)
Trump on Tuesday, we must also reinvigorate ur-
gent efforts to seek a peaceful resolution to the
civil war in Yemen and we support you in this re-
gard,” Mattis told Prince Mohammed.

Mattis praised Saudi Arabia for the “significant
amounts of humanitarian aid” it had provided to
civilians in Yemen. The Saudi-led coalition said
earlier this year it would commit $1.5 billion in hu-
manitarian aid for the country. 

The war in Yemen has displaced more than 2
million people and driven the country - already the
poorest on the Arabian Peninsula - to the verge of
widespread famine. Nearly 1 million people have
been infected with cholera. On Tuesday, the US
Senate killed a resolution seeking an end to US
support for Saudi Arabia’s campaign in Yemen.

The Senate voted 55-44 to dismiss the resolu-
tion, which sought for the first time to take advan-
tage of a provision in the 1973 War Powers Act
that allows any senator to introduce a resolution
on whether to withdraw US armed forces from a
conflict not authorized by Congress.

The vote was largely along party lines, al-

though a handful of Democrats voted with the ma-
jority Republicans to kill the measure, and a hand-
ful of Republicans supported the failed effort to
let it move ahead.  During Senate debate before
the vote, some backers called the three-year-long
conflict in Yemen a “humanitarian catastrophe,”
which they blamed on the Saudis. The United
States provides refueling and intelligence support
to the Saudi-led coalition.  Before the start of his
meeting at the Pentagon, which was delayed by 30
minutes due to his late arrival, Prince Mohammed
said the two countries were working together on
combating a number of threats.

“Under the leadership of you, Mr. Secretary,
the cooperation has improved tremendously be-
tween the two ministries of defense and we will
continue doing so in the future,” the crown prince
said. He was speaking through a translator.  Pres-
ident Donald Trump gave a warm welcome to the
crownprince during a meeting at the White House
earlier this week and credited US defense sales to
Saudis with boosting American jobs. 

Mattis said he believes Saudi Arabia is “part
of the solution.” “They have stood by the United
Nations-recognized government and we are
going to end this war, that is the bottom line. And
we are going to end it on positive terms for the
people of Yemen, but also security for the nations
in the peninsula,” Mattis added. Saudi Arabia
leads a coalition in Yemen fighting the Iran-
backed Houthi rebels.

The devastating three-year-old conflict was an

early proving ground for the prince, who is also
the minister of defense, but it has been beset by
allegations of atrocities against civilians, and
strategic drift. Just hours after the prince left the
White House on Tuesday, the US Senate rejected
a bipartisan bid designed to curtail US support for
the war, which includes air-to-air refueling of
Saudi jets as well as target and intelligence shar-
ing. Speaking through a translator, Prince Mo-
hammed told Mattis that cooperation between the
Pentagon and the kingdom had “improved

tremendously.”  More than 9,200 people have
been killed and tens of thousands wounded in
Yemen’s war, which is seen as both a civil conflict
and a proxy war between regional titans Saudi
Arabia and Iran.

US President Donald Trump and Saudi Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman discussed the sit-
uation in war-torn Yemen during a  meeting on
Tuesday, including Houthi rebel and Iranian ac-
tivity and the humanitarian crisis, the White
House said. — Agencies
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Saudi, US must pursue efforts 
for Yemen’s peace: Mattis 

Mattis praises Saudi humanitarian aid for Yemenis

ARLINGTON, VA: US Secretary of Defense Jim Mattis (third right) speaks during a bilateral meet-
ing with Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia Mohammad Bin Salman (third left) yesterday at the Pen-
tagon in Arlington, Virginia. — AFP

In world first, Air 
India crosses Saudi 
airspace to Israel
JERUSALEM: Air India launched yesterday the first scheduled
service to Israel to be allowed to cross Saudi airspace, a sign of a
behind-the-scenes improvement in ties between the Arab kingdom
and the Jewish state. The inaugural flight took off from New Delhi
at 1230 GMT and was to land in Tel Aviv at 1945 GMT, the Indian
state carrier says.

“We will be flying non-stop from New Delhi to Tel Aviv from
March 22 over Saudi airspace,” Air India spokesman Praveen
Bhatnagar told AFP. There will now be three flights weekly in each
direction, ending a decades-long Saudi ban on the use of its air-
space for commercial flights to Israel. Israel’s national carrier El Al
currently operates an India service to Mumbai that takes a detour
over the Red Sea to avoid flying over Saudi Arabia and Iran.

Saudi Arabia and Israel have no official diplomatic relations,
like much of the Arab world. Egypt and Jordan are the only two
Arab countries with peace treaties with Israel. The flight approval
comes after Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu  described
relations with the Arab world as the “best ever”, with common
concerns over Iran drawing them closer together.

Leaders of Arab countries have not publicly made similar com-
ments, though that does not necessarily mean they dispute Ne-
tanyahu’s claim. They face sensitivities within their own countries,
where the Jewish state is often viewed with intense hostility.

Israeli analyst Jonathan Spyer said that the Saudi concession

showed that positive signals were being sent despite the lack of
an Israeli-Palestinian peace treaty, long seen as a prerequisite for
relations between the Jewish state and the Arab world.

“I think that what this shows is even in the absence of that you
can have small gestures that are of real meaning,” Spyer, director
of Israel’s Rubin Centre for Research in International Affairs, told
AFP. “That’s what I think that this Saudi decision to allow the over-
flights consists of. It’s small but significant,” he said. 

‘General rebranding’ 
During a May 2017 Middle East tour, US President Donald

Trump flew from Riyadh to Tel Aviv on Air Force One in what is
believed to have been among the few direct flights from Saudi Ara-
bia to Israel. Trump says he is working on a plan for peace between
Israel and the Palestinians. Spyer said that his administration ap-
pears to see Riyadh as “crucial for  much of what they want to do
on the Israeli-Palestinian track”.

Sunni-ruled Saudi Arabia and Israel have a common enemy in
Shiite-dominated Iran, with both seeking to limit what they view
as the Islamic republic’s expanding influence in the Middle East.

Trump’s first presidential foreign trip took in Riyadh and Israel,
while his son-in-law and adviser Jared Kushner has reportedly
formed a bond with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman.

Prince Mohammed, the kingdom’s de facto political leader, is
pursuing economic and social reforms long sought by the West.
The self-styled moderniser who has sought to project a liberal
image of Saudi Arabia to investors has, however, also consolidated
power to a level unseen by previous rulers. The relaxation of the
overflight ban, said Spyer, is part of “warming relations behind the
scenes” with Israel. “Presumably it fits in also with the more gen-
eral rebranding that Mohammed Bin Salman is trying to achieve
for the Saudis.”  — AFP

US denies entry 
to son of former 
Sri Lankan president
COLOMBO: A controversial Sri Lankan opposition legislator
yesterday said US authorities prevented him from taking a
flight to Texas from Moscow where he was an observer for
the Russian presidential election.

Namal Rajapakse, son of former strongman president
Mahinda Rajapakse, said the airline had been instructed not
to allow him to board the flight to Houston.

Rajapakse said on Twitter that he had been informed by
Emirates Air “I won’t make my Houston Flight as #US Officials
instruct them to not let me board.

“Sure it has nothing to do with my name, being part of #lka
opposition or my travel from #Russia.” The 31-year-old was
invited by the Russian government to be a monitor of the
presidential election won by Vladimir Putin.

US authorities do not comment on individual cases, but of-
ficial sources said his name was likely on a travel watch list as
a result of money laundering charges he faces at home.

Namal Rajapakse and a sibling have been charged with
money-laundering.  Other family members face corruption al-
legations. — AFP



FBI reminds
couriers on
suspicious
package 
protocols 
HOUSTON:  The FBI has reminded parcel
delivery companies in the United States to
follow “established protocols” for handling
suspicious packages following a bomb
blast at a FedEx Corp sorting facility in
Texas, an agency spokeswoman said on
Wednesday.

A three-week bombing spree, which
sent a shiver through the Texas capital of
Austin and rattled the rest of the country,
raised fears about the possibility of other
attackers via package delivery.

“In light of the bombings in Austin the
FBI has reached out to our private-sector
partners to remind them of established
protocols of how to handle suspicious
packages,” Federal Bureau of Investigation
spokeswoman Lindsay Ram said by email.
There was no suggestion by the FBI that
FedEx had not followed protocols to the
letter.  Federal prosecutors said on
Wednesday they had charged Mark Con-
ditt of Pflugerville, Texas, with unlawful
possession and transfer of a destructive
device before he blew himself up as police
closed in on his vehicle.

FedEx, United Parcel Service Inc and
other couriers collect a vast amount of
data on packages in their systems. Some
of the information may have helped iden-
tify the man who carried out the bombings,
a FedEx executive said. FedEx Chief Op-
erations Officer David Bronczek told em-
ployees in an internal memo seen by
Reuters that the company provided “key
evidence” to law enforcement officials on
identifying the suspect.

The FBI’s Ram did not elaborate on

whether the agency was concerned about
other deadly packages that may have
slipped into a mail network that handles
roughly 40 million parcels daily in the
United States. FedEx was taking the ex-
traordinary step of screening every pack-
age at the sorting facility outside Austin
where a parcel bomb exploded on a con-
veyor belt on Tuesday. It was also x-raying
entire trailers filled with packages at that
location and other trailers with packages
originating from central Texas, a FedEx
manager said.

FedEx spokesman Jim McCluskey de-
clined to comment on package screening
and on the evidence FedEx provided au-
thorities. Like FedEx, UPS shipping terms
and conditions allow employees to open
and inspect packages, and the companies
train employees on how to respond if they
see packages that look suspicious or may
contain drugs.

FedEx and UPS have so far not de-
scribed steps they may take to expand
screening. 

UPS spokesman Glenn Zaccara said the
company constantly evaluates and adjusts

its security measures, but does not discuss
them in order to maintain their effective-
ness. The United States Postal Service said
in a statement that although it appeared
none of the devices in Austin were sent
through the U.S. mail, USPS reminded em-
ployees and customers to be observant
about suspicious packages.

Inspectors in its Dangerous Mail Inves-
tigations Program “are trained to recog-
nize the common characteristics of
suspicious mail and are highly proficient in
the use of state-of-the-art equipment to
include portable X-ray machines,” the
USPS said. The FedEx manager said in-
bound international shipments are
screened by x-ray or bomb-sniffing dogs,
and said the Texas blast could lead to
changes in domestic security screening.
Airport-like security measures inside
package sorting facilities and retail loca-
tions would be a costly and unnecessary
step that would paralyze operations, par-
ticularly given the rarity of package
bombs, said Satish Jindel, a founder of the
delivery company that became FedEx
Ground. — Reuters 

NEW YORK: Nearly 1.5 million people have left
sub-Saharan Africa for Europe and the United
States since 2010, while millions more are mak-
ing plans to follow in their footsteps, researchers
said yesterday. Nigeria, Ghana and Kenya were
the biggest sources of migrants to Europe and
the United States among the dozens of nations
south of the Sahara, according to the Pew Re-
search Center, a polling and demographic re-
search group in Washington.

The large-scale movement of people out of
sub-Saharan Africa has grown steadily nearly
every year since 2010, the Pew study said.
Global migration overall has strained resources

in host countries that are struggling to shoulder
the costs. In some places, migration has fueled
political tensions and calls for the closing of bor-
ders. Migrants, meanwhile, leave homelands that
offer few job prospects, low wages and the dan-
gers of conflict, political instability and modern
day slavery, the study said.

Millions more people from the Sub-Saharan
region indicated that they would leave if they
could, according to Pew findings from six
countries.  

“The survey results do indicate a certain
restlessness among people who want to leave
their countries or plan to in the next years,”

Phillip Connor, senior researcher of the report,
told the Thomson Reuters Foundation. But not
all of those will necessarily follow through and
move, he added.

More than a third of people surveyed in
Senegal, Ghana  and Nigeria said they had ac-
tual plans to move in the next five years, accord-
ing to the report.

Nearly 2 million residents of Ghana - 6 per-
cent of its population - applied for a US diversity
lottery in 2015, it said.  Restricted to 50,000
people worldwide, the lottery also drew strong
interest in the Republic of Congo, Liberia and
Sierra Leone.

Europe saw an influx of at least 1 million peo-
ple from sub-Saharan Africa, most of whom
headed to the United Kingdom, followed by
France, the report said. Most were asylum ap-
plicants. More than 400,000 sub-Saharan mi-
grants went to the United States, according to
the report. 

Pew used data from Eurostat, a European
statistical agency, the US Department of
Homeland Security, the US State Department,
and its own polling. Many more people -
nearly 5 million - have moved to other sub-Sa-
haran countries since 2010, mostly as refugees,
the report said. — Reuters 
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PFLUGERVILLE, TX:  FBI agent Christopher Combs addresses members of the
media about suspected Austin bomber Mark Anthony Conditt on Wednesday in
Pflugerville, Texas. — AFP

Millions making plans to leave 
Africa for Europe, US: Report 

Nigeria, Ghana and Kenya, the biggest sources of migrants

Peru prosecutors 
seek to bar toppled 
president from 
leaving country
LIMA: Anti-graft prosecutors in Peru on Wednesday asked a
judge to bar President Pedro Pablo Kuczynski from leaving
the South American country hours after he announced his res-
ignation in the face of near-certain impeachment, a judiciary
source told Reuters.

Kuczynski, a 79-year-old former Wall Street banker who
once held US citizenship, is guaranteed presidential immunity
from prosecution until Congress formally accepts his resig-
nation and Vice President Martin Vizcarra is sworn in to re-
place him. Luis Galarreta, the president of Congress, said that
would probably happen today. Kuczynski denies wrongdoing
and has promised to cooperate with a graft probe into his
connections to Odebrecht, a Brazilian construction company
that has acknowledged bribing officials across Latin America.

The rightwing opposition party that controls Congress,
Popular Force, first sought to force Kuczynski from office in
December after revealing he failed to disclose payments Ode-
brecht made to his Flordia-based consulting firm while he held
public office in a previous government.

Kuczynski had vowed not to resign for months, blaming the
rightwing opposition for constant scandals that he said had
made it impossible for him to govern Peru, one of Latin Amer-
ica’s most stable markets and the world’s No. 2 producer of
copper.

But secret audio and video recordings released this week
ensnared Kuczynski in vote-buying allegations that prompted
even his staunchest supporters to demand he step down.

Kuczynski said the material, in which his allies are heard
offering access to lucrative public work contracts in exchange
for political support, had been edited as part of a relentless
campaign to malign him.

But the hostile political climate had become untenable, he
added.“I think what’s best for the country is for me to resign...I
don’t want to be an obstacle for the nation’s search for a path
to unity and harmony,” Kuczynski said in a pre-recorded
video televised as he was driven from the presidential palace
to his home in Lima’s financial district. — Reuters 
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WASHINGTON: Dashcam footage of the first fatal self-dri-
ving car crash involving a pedestrian shows the Uber vehicle
operator appearing to be distracted, then gasping in horror
seconds before the impact. The driver can be seen looking
down at something for nearly five seconds before finally gaz-
ing up the instant before the car hit a woman in Tempe, in the
US state of Arizona on Sunday.

Police there released the footage on Wednesday, along
with dashcam video of the road in the final seconds before the
pedestrian, who was walking with a bicycle, is struck on a
poorly lit highway.

At first, from the driver’s seat, only the pedestrian’s feet are
visible in the car’s headlights.

About 1.5 seconds elapse from that point until the final
frame of the video. The car was in autonomous mode. The
woman was identified as 49-year-old Elaine Herzberg.

Uber said Monday it had temporarily halted its use of self-
driving cars for testing or customer rides in Tempe, Pittsburgh,
Toronto, and San Francisco. —AFP

Dashcam video shows 
final seconds before 
fatal Uber crash

WASHINGTON: As hundreds of thousands of
young people protest for stricter gun laws at
“March For Our Lives” demonstrations across
the United States tomorrow, the Democratic
Party and nonpartisan groups plan to register
first-time voters.

That could be the easy part. The hard part will
be ensuring that they go to the polls in November
to vote in midterm congressional elections. “It’s
on us,” said Sabrina Singh, a spokeswoman for the
Democratic National Committee. “We have to
make sure that even after young people march
across the country, they take time to vote, to reg-
ister and to actually turn out to do it.” Organizers
of the voter registration drive hope to sign up at
least 25,000 people at more than 800 marches,
a potentially big boost for Democrats who gen-
erally favor more stringent gun control, including
over sales of assault-type weapons, bump stocks
that allow semiautomatics to fire like automatic
weapons, and tighter access to guns by young
people and people who are mentally ill.

In America’s history of mass murders involving
firearms, the February massacre of 17 students
and staff at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High
School in Florida has had at least one unusual
outcome: it has prompted students to take a high-
profile stand on gun control.

Their public statements, organized protests
and upcoming marches planned for 80 US cities
have cast partisan politics over US gun laws in a
harsh light. They have also sent a message to

Washington that many students are eligible to
vote this year and more future voters are right
behind them.  “March For Our Lives might just be
the largest audience of exclusively first-time vot-
ers anywhere,” said Tappan Vickery, a volunteer
with the nonprofit voter registration group, Head-
Count. 

Vickery has a team of nearly 5,000 volun-
teers mobilized to sign up first-time voters in 30
cities tomorrow. “There are 4 million Americans
who are turning 18 this year.  Match that with the
good deal of 19- to 21-year-olds who have never
registered to vote. We’re looking at a sum that
is one massive number of prospects nationwide,”
said the group’s spokesman and mobilization
trainer Aaron Ghitelman.

Other groups with plans to register voters on
Saturday include Everytown for Gun Safety,
NextGen and Giffords, named for former U.S.
Representative Gabby Giffords, who was shot in
the head in an attempted assassination in 2011.

Participation in US elections by young voters
is often low. A Reuters/Ipsos poll released on
Monday showed that 64 percent of 18- to 29-
year-olds said they would vote on Nov. 6; 27 per-
cent said they would not. Nine percent said they
were uncertain or declined to answer.

“The trend among young, first-time voters in
midterm elections has never been anything great,”
said Dr. Kei Kawashima-Ginsberg, director of the
Center for Information and Research on Civic
Learning and Engagement at Jonathan M. Tisch

College of Civic Life at Tufts University. 
“The turnout has been steadily declining since

2014 and I expect they will continue downhill.”
She said it was still important to maintain “con-
scious optimism about young people’s vote.”
“They feel the need to make a difference and be-

cause of that, Saturday’s march becomes an op-
portunity for their activism to impact their parents
and relatives, whether they themselves turn out to
the polls or not.”  Democrats said they intend to
follow up with newly registered young voters
mainly by text messages. — Reuters 

Thousands to march in US gun 
protests, but will they vote?

‘March for Our Lives’ tomorrow

ARKLAND, FL: Angelina Laz,o a senior at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, is hugged as she
is overcome with emotion during a rally for those heading to the March for Our Lives event in Wash-
ington D.C. in Parkland, Florida. — AFP

PFLUGERVILLE: The serial bomber whose deadly attacks ter-
rorized Austin, Texas, for weeks left a 25-minute video “confes-
sion” on a cell phone found after he blew himself up on
Wednesday as officers closed in to make an arrest, police said.
Mark Conditt, 23, an unemployed man from the suburb of
Pflugerville, detailed how he made all seven bombs that have been
accounted for - five that exploded, one that was recovered before
it went off and a seventh that he detonated as officers rushed his
vehicle early on Wednesday.

But the video failed to reveal a coherent motive for the attacks
spread over the past three weeks, police said.

“He does not at all mention anything about terrorism, nor does
he mention anything about hate, but instead it is the outcry of a
very challenged young man, talking about challenges in his per-
sonal life,” Austin Police Chief Brian Manley told reporters.

“I would classify this as a confession,” Manley said. Conditt,
who had never before been in trouble with the law, killed two peo-
ple and wounded five with a campaign of violence that began on
March 2, authorities said. Based on their search of the suspect’s
home and his video statement, authorities said they felt confident

that there were no other bombs and that the public was safe from
further harm.

FBI special agent Christopher Combs said investigators be-
lieve the suspect would have continued his attacks had he not
been apprehended. Police recovered a “target list” of addresses
for future bombings, the Los Angeles Times reported, citing US
Representative Michael McCaul of Texas, the Republican chair-
man of the House Homeland Security Committee.

Even so, the video gave no explanation for the individuals and
addresses singled out as recipients of the bombs that were
planted or shipped, Manley said.

Police previously said they had considered the possibility that
the attacks were racially motivated, noting that the first several
victims, including the two who died, were either African-American
or Hispanic.  Conditt likely recorded the video between 9 p.m. and
11 p.m.  on Tuesday. According to Manley, Conditt said he believed
police “were getting very close to him,” and he was right. Author-
ities filed a criminal complaint and issued an arrest warrant
around that time.

By Wednesday morning, police had tracked Conditt to a hotel
and were waiting for the arrival of tactical units and equipment
before they planned to make an arrest, Manley said. But then
Conditt drove away.

Police followed and decided to stop him before he got on the
highway. Just as officers approached the vehicle, the explosion
went off, Manley said. There was also some police shooting.

“This can never be called a happy ending, but it’s a damn good
one for the people of this community, the people of the state of
Texas,” Travis County District Attorney Margaret Moore told re-
porters.

Residents in Austin, a city of 1 million people and a liberal en-
clave of university students and tech companies, voiced relief that
the hunt for the serial bomber was over. —Reuters 

Texas serial bomber 
made video confession 
before blowing 
himself up - police



NEW DELHI: An Indian court has sentenced 11
men to life in prison for killing a Muslim meat
trader they suspected of transporting beef, in
the first convictions over so-called “cow vigi-
lantism”.

The men, including a worker from Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s ruling party, were found
guilty of killing Alimuddin Ansari in the eastern
state of Jharkhand in June 2017. It was one of a
series of attacks related to cows, which are con-
sidered sacred by Hindus. The men were
charged with murder and rioting, among other
offences, under India’s penal code and a court in
Jharkhand’s Ramgarh district delivered its ver-
dict on Wednesday.

“The fast-track court handed them the life
sentence yesterday,” Rajesh Kumar, a senior po-
lice officer in Ramgarh told AFP by phone yes-
terday. “It is the first case in which a court has
convicted and punished (perpetrators) for cow
vigilantism.”

The police officer said a dozen men were ar-
rested over the murder but the court deferred its
decision on the twelfth accused who is said to
be a minor. India has witnessed a wave of rising
tensions over the killing and smuggling of cows
in the Hindu-majority country, where their

slaughter is a punishable offence in many states,
including Jharkhand.

A number of people, particularly Muslims and
low-caste Dalits, have been targeted for al-
legedly killing cows or consuming beef. Similar
cases of cow vigilante violence are at the trial
stage, according to Indian media reports.

Human Rights Watch urged law enforcers to
take prompt action with credible investigations
and prosecutions in the pending cases to rein in
“those responsible for hate crimes”. 

“The authorities still have a long way to go
before they can convince religious minorities
and socially marginalized communities that jus-
tice can be assured,” it said in a statement late
Wednesday. Modi’s critics say vigilantes have
been emboldened by the election in 2014 of his
right-wing Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata
Party, which promised to completely outlaw cow
slaughter across India.

The premier has condemned such vigilantism,
saying murders in the name of protecting cows
were unacceptable, but it has failed to deter
some attackers.

In August, villagers in eastern India beat two
Muslim cattle truckers to death on the pretext of
protecting cows. — AFP
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Meditation and
law: The Suu Kyi
loyalist tipped for
presidency
YANGON: Win Myint, the long-serving member
of Myanmar’s ruling party who is expected to be-
come the country’s next president within days, is
described by colleagues as a skilled political op-
erator with a crucial quality - loyalty to de facto
leader Aung San Suu Kyi. The job is vacant after
another Suu Kyi loyalist, Htin Kyaw, resigned due
to ill-health on Wednesday. Suu Kyi - who re-
mains a national heroine in Myanmar despite
growing international criticism over the Rohingya
crisis in the northwest - is barred by the military-
drafted constitution from assuming the top job
because her sons have British citizenship.

Still, she wields absolute authority in the ruling
National League for Democracy (NLD) after
vowing on the eve of her 2015 election victory to
run the country from “above the president” - an
arrangement that means the change is unlikely to
distort the balance of power in a country where
the army remains powerful. State media con-
firmed yesterday the 66-year-old Win Myint was
poised to take over when the country’s parliament
elects a new president, in a vote that must be held
within seven days, after he resigned as lower
house speaker on Wednesday. 

“U Win Myint, 66, is considered to be one of
the candidates for the presidency, which was va-

cated by U Htin Kyaw for health reasons,” said the
state-run Global New Light of Myanmar daily. 

Suu Kyi is known for keeping her cards close
to her chest and operating with a very narrow
group of trusted advisors. Win Myint, who has
been an NLD member from its humble beginnings
almost three decades ago, is among the few to
whom she has given serious responsibility since
taking office almost two years ago. “If I have to
describe him in one word, I would say: ‘a good
person, and loyal to Aung San Suu Kyi’,” said Ye
Htut, an upper house NLD lawmaker.

Ye Htut said that when he was invited to Win
Myint’s daughter’s wedding last year, he specifi-
cally asked guests not to bring any gifts to the
ceremony. “It’s obvious he’s an honest man who’s
not seeking anything for his own benefit.”

Win Myint comes from Myanmar’s southern
agricultural heartland in the Ayeyarwady delta re-
gion. He worked as a senior lawyer in the 1980s
and took part in the 1988 pro-democracy upris-
ing, later serving three years in an internment
camp. “He usually takes walks in early mornings
and does mediation to improve his health and
practice mindfulness,” said Cho Cho Win, a lower
house NLD lawmaker.

 Critics stifled 
Win Myint’s critics, including some Yangon-

based diplomats, say that while he is loyal and
honest, the quality of debate during his tenure as
speaker deteriorated as he silenced dissenting
voices - including those from the NLD.  Nyo Nyo
Thin, a former Yangon region lawmaker, has crit-
icised Win Myint’s performance as the speaker,
saying parliament, where the NLD enjoys a com-
fortable majority, was not robust enough in per-
forming its check-and-balance role. — Reuters 

Afghan strongman
makes way for
hand-picked 
successor, 
ending crisis
MAZAR-I-SHARIF, Afghanistan: Afghanistan’s
“King of the North” handed the reins to his
hand-picked successor yesterday, ending a
three-month political crisis that many had
feared would turn violent.

Atta Mohammad Noor, who sees himself
as a potential presidential contender, agreed
to step down from the governorship of Balkh
province after his Jamiat-e-Islami party struck
a deal with President Ashraf Ghani’s US-
backed government. Ghani sacked Noor on
December 18 but the strongman refused to
leave the position he had held since 2004,
triggering a standoff that threw up a challenge
to the president’s authority.

Noor will be replaced by one of his chosen
successors, Mohammad Ishaq Rahguzar, who
also belongs to the Jamiat party and is a mem-
ber of the Balkh parliament.

“I say goodbye today but I will still be here
and always with my people,” Noor said at a
ceremony in the provincial capital Mazar-i-
Sharif as he introduced his successor.

“Big political games are ahead, including
the elections, and we will be major players.”

The decision to oust Noor backfired badly
on Ghani, who was criticised for his poor tim-
ing and clumsy handling of the issue. Instead
of weakening a rival ahead of the presidential
election in 2019, 

Ghani thrust the more charismatic Noor
onto the national stage where he capitalised
on his newfound fame. The political crisis
came at a bad time for the president, with his
government facing a deteriorating security
situation as the Taliban and the Islamic State
group continue to carry out deadly attacks
across the country.

Rahguzar served as the first governor of
Balkh in the post-Taliban era before he was
replaced by Noor.

“They are very close,” an Afghan analyst
told AFP on the condition of anonymity. The
two men were part of the US-funded mu-
jahideen who fought to expel the Soviets from
Afghanistan in the 1980s. “He’s acceptable to
Atta-not Ghani’s first choice, but face-saving,”
a Western diplomat told AFP. In his address
for Nawrooz, the traditional Persian new year
holiday, on Wednesday, Noor welcomed the
deal with Ghani. — AFP
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India’s court jails 11 men 
for life over ‘beef’ murder

Muslim meat trader killed by ‘cow vigilantes’

AMRITSAR: Members of the All India Anti-Terrorism front shout slogans as they pay tribute
to Indian socialist revolutionary Bhaga Bhagat Singh at Jallianwala Bagh in Amritsar yes-
terday on the eve of the India Martyr’s Day. — AFP
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BEIJING: A widely read Chinese state-run
newspaper said yesterday China should prepare
for military action over self-ruled Taiwan, and
pressure Washington over cooperation on North
Korea, after the United States passed a law to
boost ties with Taiwan.

Beijing was infuriated after US President
Donald Trump signed legislation last week that
encourages the United States to send senior of-
ficials to Taiwan to meet Taiwanese counterparts
and vice versa. US Deputy Assistant Secretary
of State Alex Wong said in Taipei on Wednesday
the United States’ commitment to Taiwan has
never been stronger and the island is an inspira-
tion to the rest of the Indo-Pacific region.

China claims Taiwan as its own and considers
the self-ruled island a wayward province, which
Chinese President Xi Jinping said on Tuesday
would face the “punishment of history” for any
attempt at separatism. The Global Times said in
an editorial China had to “strike back” against
the law, for example by pressuring the United
States in other areas of bilateral cooperation like
over North Korea and Iran.

“The mainland must also prepare itself for a
direct military clash in the Taiwan Straits. It
needs to make clear that escalation of US-Tai-
wan official exchanges will bring serious conse-

quences to Taiwan,” said the paper, which is
published by the ruling Communist Party’s offi-
cial People’s Daily.

“This newspaper has suggested that the
mainland can send military planes and warships
across the Taiwan Straits middle line. This can
be implemented gradually depending on the
cross-Straits situation,” it said. Underscoring
China’s concerns, Taiwan’s government and the
de facto US embassy on the island said a second
senior US official would be visiting Taiwan this
week, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Commerce
for Manufacturing Ian Steff.

In Beijing, foreign ministry spokeswoman Hua
Chunying reiterated China’s opposition to offi-
cial contacts between the two, urging people to
reread Xi’s comments from earlier in the week.

“The Chinese people share a common belief
that it is never allowed, and it is absolutely im-
possible, to separate any inch of our great coun-
try’s territory from China,” Hua said, quoting Xi.
The island is one of China’s most sensitive issues
and a potential military flashpoint. Underlining
that threat, Taiwan sent ships and an aircraft
earlier on Wednesday to shadow a Chinese
aircraft carrier group through the narrow Tai-
wan Strait, its defense ministry said. China’s
hostility towards Taiwan has risen since the

2016 election of President Tsai Ing-wen, a
member of the island’s pro-independence
Democratic Progressive Party. China suspects
Tsai wants to push for formal independence,

which would cross a red line for Communist
Party leaders in Beijing, though Tsai has said
she wants to maintain the status quo and is
committed to ensuring peace. — Reuters 

China must gear for military 
action over Taiwan: Daily

Beijing ‘angered’ by passing of new US law on Taiwan ties

BEIJING: Chinese President Xi Jinping (left) meets with President of Cameroon Paul Biya
(not pictured) at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing yesterday.—AFP

HONG KONG: On a winding Hong Kong street
where shops keep a dizzying array of dried pro-
duce, one highly valued ingredient is still being
sold despite being subject to an international
ban: deep-fried scales of endangered pangolins.

The reclusive pangolin, also known as the
scaly anteater, has become the most trafficked
mammal on earth due to soaring demand in
China and Vietnam. While its scales are prized
for their supposed medicinal properties in treat-
ing everything from acne to liver disease and
cancer, its flesh is considered a delicacy.  Trade
in the animals was banned in 2016 to protect re-
maining populations, but AFP found traditional
Chinese medicine shops in Hong Kong still sell-
ing bags of pangolin scales, stashed away out of
sight. “If you need it for health reasons, I will
look to see if I have some,” one elderly shop-
keeper said, before stepping on a ladder to
reach a package hidden behind stacks of boxes.

He brought down a sack of deep-fried scales
and named his price: 500 Hong Kong dollars
($65) for a mere 40 grams. Then he flipped
through a ledger of traditional Chinese medicine
recipes, showing a type of tea that calls for

ground pangolin scales mixed with herbs and
roots. Hong Kong has an unenviable reputation
for trading in several controversial, banned or
endangered commodities including ivory, shark
fin, rhino horn and tiger parts and critics rou-
tinely accuse the territory of failing to do enough
to stamp out such practices. 

The shopkeeper even refuted the need for
conservation: “There are still many pangolins in
Asia. They’re only saying that they are endan-
gered.” An estimated one million of the animals
have been plucked from Asian and African
forests over the past decade, shunting them onto
the list of species at the highest risk of extinc-
tion. Another shop on the same street had an
even bigger stash of deep-fried scales, also con-
cealed behind stacks of boxes and on sale for
$82 per 40 grams.

“Pangolin can rid the body of toxins. This is
really good quality and worth the price,” the
saleswoman said. Campaigners say there is no
evidence to support any of the medicinal claims
attributed to pangolin.  A third shopkeeper did
not have scales on display but said they were
available on “special order”.

High-speed boat chase 
About the size of a small dog, pangolins are

almost defenceless in the wild, curling up into a
ball when they are scared, allowing poachers to
easily scoop them up. Commercial breeding is
unfeasible because pangolins are picky eaters,
prone to disease and easily stressed. Their av-
erage survival rate in captivity is less than five
years compared to 20 years in the wild.

Hong Kong is a top destination for illegal
pangolin shipments because there is demand
from local residents, and the semi-autonomous

city also functions as a first stop for onward
smuggling to southern mainland China.

In September 2016, all 182 member nations of
the Convention on International Trade in Endan-
gered Species (CITES) agreed to move pan-
golins into the highest protection category
banning all trade. Previously, CITES allowed for
trade in pangolins but under strict conditions.

“If Hong Kong was following CITES guide-
lines and implementing the policy decisions
made in 2016, then this would no longer be hap-
pening in 2018,” said Astrid Andersson, founder
of Hong Kong for Pangolins. Updated sentencing
guidelines taking effect in May will increase the
maximum jail term for trafficking and possession
of endangered species from two to 10 years but
the law is rarely enforced and the city has come
under fire for some relatively lax penalties for
CITES violations in the past. “A slap-on-the-
wrist fine from Hong Kong authorities is not un-
common for smugglers, who generally avoid
trafficking their illegal wildlife products  straight
into mainland China because of much heavier
sentences there,” said Alex Hofford, wildlife
campaigner for WildAid. Hong Kong’s Customs
and Excise Department told AFP they are com-
mitted to combating smuggling activities and
conducts checks on “passengers, cargoes, postal
packets and conveyances at various control
points and sea boundaries”.

The amount of pangolin scales recovered in
Hong Kong increased in 2017 after the CITES
protection upgrade-a total of 7.7 tons from 21
seizures compared to 1.4 tons in 2016 from 24
seizures.  The countries of origin in the ship-
ments were all African, according to government
data. In December, customs officers pursued a
gang of smugglers for two hours on speedboats

in Hong Kong waters after two vessels were de-
tected trying to enter mainland China.

The gang members jumped into the sea and
swam ashore to escape, but officers recovered
pangolin scales and arrested one Hong Kong
resident in connection with the case.—AFP

Hong Kong
shops defy ban
on trade in 
pangolin scales

HONG KONG: This undated handout photo
provided by Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Gar-
den on Wednesday shows a Chinese pangolin
during a health check in Hong Kong. — AFP
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Kuwaiti designer Fatima
Ismail, center, is surround-
ed by models wearing her
designs as she is applaud-
ed on stage after her show
during the Kuwait
International Fashion Week
in Kuwait City. —AFP 

YouTube follows Amazon 
into movie theaters

Page 20



YouTube has announced it is making a movie
in-house to be released in theaters, in a de-
velopment seen as a step towards the model

of new-media innovator Amazon. “Vulture Club,”
which is in post-production, stars Oscar winner
Susan Sarandon (“Dead Man Walking,” “Thelma
and Louise”) as an emergency room nurse whose
son is been kidnapped by terrorists.

Directed by Iranian-American Maryam Ke-
shavarz (“Circumstance”), the thriller also stars
Edie Falco (“The Sopranos,” “Nurse Jackie”) and
Matt Bomer (“Magic Mike,” “American Horror
Story: Hotel”). “‘Vulture Club’ follows the singular
journey of a woman abandoned by her government
who finds community in the most unexpected
places,” Keshavarz said in a statement. “It’s an
honor to work with Susan Sarandon, Edie Falco and
Matt Bomer who are the incredible talents and an
innovator like YouTube to tell this timely story.”

Online entertainment magazine IndieWire
hailed the move by YouTube Red-the Google-
owned company’s $10-a-month streaming service-
as “a significant strategy shift.”  The platform
showed Barbara Kopple documentary “This is
Everything: Gigi Gorgeous” on limited New York
and Los Angeles theatrical runs ahead of its Feb-
ruary YouTube Red release.  But the company ap-
pears to have changed direction since telling

IndieWire last year it was not making movie the-
aters a fulcrum of its release strategy. 

Powerful perspective
YouTube Red, founded in 2014, has distributed

around a dozen feature-length fictional movies for
its subscribers and is working on a handful more.
It moved into films for the general movie-going
public with sci-fi comedy “Lazer Team” in January
2016, but that was a low-budget project with un-
known actors that failed to make a dent at the box
office. “Vulture Club,” with its all-star cast, belongs
in a different league alongside two other recent
YouTube Red acquisitions-Eminem’s satirical hip-
hop drama “Bodied” and Morgan Spurlock’s
“Super Size Me 2: Holy Chicken!” While the Em-
inem movie is also bound for theatrical release,
YouTube dropped the Spurlock sequel after the
filmmaker admitted to sexual misconduct and ha-
rassment in the past. 

In “Vulture Club,” Sarandon-recently nomi-
nated for Emmy, Golden Globe and Screen Actors
Guild awards for FX miniseries “Feud: Bette and
Joan”-plays a mother who struggles to free her
kidnapped journalist son.  After running into road-
blocks with government agencies, she discovers a
clandestine community of correspondents and ad-
vocates who might be able to help the war reporter,

played by Julian Morris (“Pretty Little Liars”).
“This emotional drama grapples with relevant

issues journalists around the world face today,”
said Susanne Daniels, YouTube’s global head of
original content. “Maryam Keshavarz lends her
powerful perspective as an Iranian-American film-
maker, and Susan Sarandon’s moving performance
immediately drew us into this compelling film.”

Sanctity of cinema 
YouTube Red said principal photography on

“Vulture Club” was complete, but gave few details
on its theatrical release other than confirming its
big-screen debut would precede its streaming re-
lease. Netflix has shown little regard for the per-
ceived sanctity of cinema, annoying some
filmmakers-notably Christopher Nolan-and spark-
ing calls for bans from film festivals by debuting its
movies online only or at the same time as in the-
aters. Amazon Studios, on the other hand, has part-
nered with Bleecker Street, Lionsgate and other
entertainment companies to give its original movies
a theatrical window of several weeks ahead of their
internet release. The company is now accepted in
the industry as a conventional movie studio, its
back catalogue including Oscar nominees and win-
ners such as “The Big Sick,” “Manchester by the
Sea” and “The Salesman.”

The company plans to average approximately
one movie a month and its upcoming in-house the-
atrical slate includes Luca Guadagnino’s horror re-
make “Suspiria” and Gus Van Sant drama “Don’t
Worry, He Won’t Get Far on Foot.” “We don’t have
any news to report on a theatrical partner at this
stage. Perhaps later once we identify a partner,” a
YouTube Red representative told IndieWire of
“Vulture Club.” — AFP
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In this file photo Susan Sarandon attends the Pre-
miere of ‘Bombshell: The Hedy Lamarr Story’ during
2017 Tribeca Film Festival at Cinepolis Chelsea in
New York City. — AFP 

Bruce Springsteen extends 
Broadway shows until year end

Bruce Springsteen on Wednesday extended a run on
Broadway until December as the rock legend’s unusu-
ally intimate shows keep fetching top dollar. It marks

the third extension by Springsteen, who started the perform-
ances in October in the 960-seat Walter Kerr Theatre. Ex-
cluding several breaks, Springsteen will perform four to five
shows weekly until his new closing date of December 15.

The show by Springsteen, who for decades has sold out
arenas, has become one of the hottest tickets on Broadway,
often drawing more than blockbuster musical “Hamilton” on
the resale market. Springsteen has tried to prevent ticket
scalping through a new fan verification system by Ticket-
master but many fans have nonetheless been distraught by
resale prices that can run up to $1,000.

Announcing the extension of his show on Facebook,
Springsteen said that only fans who previously signed up
for verification but could not buy tickets would be invited
to the latest round, for which prices begin at $75 a seat. The
68-year-old balladeer of the working class has earned a
reputation for marathon, free-wheeling concerts with his E
Street Band. By contrast, Springsteen on Broadway per-
forms alone with a piano and guitar, with a career-spanning
setlist that changes little each night. —AFP 

In this file photo
Bruce Springsteen
performs during the
closing ceremony of
the Invictus Games
2017 at Air Canada
Centre in 
Toronto. — AFP 

With a library of 800-plus movies, a
cult following and a record for
giving stars their break, Lloyd

Kaufman could be the biggest movie mogul
you’ve never heard of. For half a century, the
72-year-old co-founder of Troma Entertain-
ment-the world’s oldest independent film
studio-has been the enfant terrible of com-
edy horror, a low-budget Abbott and
Costello for the gross-out crowd. Troma’s
iconic B-movie back catalogue includes such
squelchy, sanguinary delights as “The Toxic
Avenger,” “Surf Nazis Must Die,” “Poul-
trygeist: Night of the Chicken Dead” and
“Tromeo and Juliet.” 

The movies-mainly shown these days in
art house theaters and on college campuses-
haven’t made money since the 1990s but
Troma’s mutants have become icons of
American schlock culture. “Troma has left a
big mark on the countryside of the moving
images industry. But we are not that well-
known,” laments Kaufman, who describes the
studio he founded with university friend
Michael Herz as “jalapeno peppers on the
cultural pizza.”  

Troma was a stepping stone to Oscars
glory for Oliver Stone and Kevin Costner as
well as a filmmaking hothouse for James
Gunn (“Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 1 and
2”) and Trey Parker and Matt Stone (“South
Park,” “Team America”). Other luminaries
whose early work can be found in Troma’s
library of self-produced and acquired
movies include Robert De Niro, Dustin
Hoffman, Vincent D’Onofrio, Samuel L.
Jackson and Eli Roth.  

Not for the thin-skinned or politically
correct, the filmography is a Pandora’s box of
cannibalism, radioactive goo, bodily fluids
and pneumatic breasts, not to mention re-
lentlessly mocked racial, religious and sexual
stereotypes. AFP caught up with Kaufman at
his oceanside hotel as he visited Los Angeles
for the west coast premiere of his latest opus,
the onerously-titled “Return to Return to
Nuke ‘Em High: AKA Vol. 2.” 

Disco-dancing chicken 
The second part of an $800,000 revisit-

ing of Troma’s 1986 classic “Class of Nuke
‘Em High,” it deals with environmental degra-
dation, bullying, anti-LGBTQ prejudice and

school shootings, all in the inimitable Troma
style. The movie reunites fans with Tromaville
High School classmates and lovers Chrissy
and Lauren, who battle fellow students who
have turned into vicious mutants after eating
contaminated tacos as part of a corrupt
school meals program. 

“Poultrygeist,” a satire of the chemical-in-
dustrial food complex, focuses on a fast food
restaurant built on a native American burial
ground that sparks a disco-dancing chicken-
human hybrid zombie apocalypse. “The
Toxic Avenger,” considered by most to be
Kaufman’s finest work, stars 90-pound (40-
kilogram) weakling Melvin Junko, who falls
into a vat of chemical waste and emerges as
Toxie, New Jersey’s first superhero. 

Pretty much ignored upon its release in
1984, it eventually proved to be Troma’s
breakthrough into the mainstream con-
sciousness, celebrated by arthouse types
from Greenwich Village to Tokyo. It has
spawned three sequels, a stage musical, a
Marvel comic, video game and a children’s
cartoon series, and is due to be inducted into
the US Library of Congress this year. “The
people in Tromaville are... perfectly capable
of running their own lives but they suffer,”
Kaufman says. 

“They are victims of a conspiracy of the
labor elite-labor leaders who make millions of
dollars while the constituency is eating dog
food.” To say Kaufman is outspoken would be
to under-sludge the radioactive pudding. A
twinkle in his eye, he enjoys pulling the rug
from under establishment figures he consid-
ers pompous or corrupt. — AFP

Troma guru Lloyd Kaufman: 
My career in the slimelight

Lloyd Kaufman, President and co-founder of
Troma Entertainment, poses with his red tie
of cows going ‘Moo!’ in Marina del Rey, Cal-
ifornia. — AFP
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The king of satire on US television is
trolling US Vice President Mike Pence by
spoofing a book about his family’s pet

rabbit, making the bunny gay and trumping the
original in the bestseller lists. Not only does
Pence pet Marlon Bundo have his own Instagram
page, but since Monday Americans have been
able to read all about him in new children’s book
“A Day in the Life of the Vice President.”

Written by Pence’s 24-year-old daughter
Charlotte and illustrated by wife Karen, the
hardback shows the world of Pence through the
eyes of little Marlon Bundo. But British satirist
John Oliver appears to have had the last laugh,
coming up with his own version to highlight the
conservative Pence’s opposition to gay marriage.

He too has published a children’s book featuring
the vice presidential rabbit-”A Day in the Life of
Marlon Bundo.” 

Except this time the boy bunny falls in love
with another boy bunny, before the two get
hitched despite the best efforts of the vice pres-
ident. The book, published Sunday and illus-
trated by EG Keller, has since shot to the top of
the Amazon best seller list, outstripping the
Pence version in at fourth place. Oliver told NBC
television Monday that the book quickly sold out
but that a new shipment had been ordered. Both
books are being sold for charity. “The only thing
better than one bunny book for charity is... TWO
bunny books for charity,” Pence’s daughter
wrote on her Instagram page.—AFP

Satirist trolls US VP Pence 
with gay rabbit bestseller

Rapper Q-Tip will portray
Miles Davis in a reading
of a new play about the

jazz legend, the author an-
nounced Wednesday. Q-Tip-
best known as the key voice of
A Tribe Called Quest, which
popularized a more alternative
brand of hip-hop-has spoken
for nearly a decade of plans to
act as Davis.

Nelson George, a prominent
music journalist, wrote on Insta-
gram that his script will finally
see the light on Monday-not yet
fully staged, but as a reading.
“My Funny Valentine” will focus
on a day in the life of Davis in 1981, when the
trumpeter and composer was embarking on a
career revival. “By responding to a fan’s letter

the trumpeter ignites a chain of
life altering events,” The Public
Theater, a Manhattan venue that
showcases contemporary work,
said in its description.

The Public Theater is featur-
ing “My Funny Valentine” as
part of a series to highlight
quality scripts that have not yet
been turned into full-fledged
plays or movies. Q-Tip, a fre-
quent actor as well as the artis-
tic advisor on hip-hop culture
to the Kennedy Center federal
arts complex in Washington,
told XXL magazine in 2010 that
he was eager to play Davis as

he related to him. In 2015, Davis was also the
subject of a biopic film, “Miles Ahead,” directed
by actor Don Cheadle. —AFP 

Q-Tip to play Miles 
Davis in play reading

In this file photo, rapper Q-Tip at-
tends the BAM 150th Anniversary
gala at the BAM Howard Gilman
Opera House in New York. — AFP 

Miami Sound Machine’s crossover hit
“Rhythm is Gonna Get You,” blockbuster
film song “Footloose” and disco anthem

“Le Freak” were selected Wednesday by the Li-
brary of Congress to be preserved for posterity.
The federal research complex in Washington an-
nounced 25 more works to enter the National
Recording Registry, in which the Library of Con-
gress safeguards original editions due to their his-
toric importance.

“Rhythm is Gonna Get You,” by Cuban-born
Gloria Estefan and her group Miami Sound Ma-
chine, was groundbreaking on its release in 1987
by finding a mainstream audience for a pop track
with Latin undertones. Estefan said in a statement
that the song “set out to create a fusion of rhythms
that reflected the musical cultures of our native
Cuba and our adopted country, the United States.”

“So it is an accolade of particular significance
to us that it be honored as an important part of the
creative legacy of this great country with its induc-
tion into the National Recording Registry,” she
said. “Footloose,” performed and co-written by
Kenny Loggins, became one of film history’s most
successful songs as the theme to the 1984 movie

starring Kevin Bacon about a small, religious town
that bans dancing.

The song “remains today deeply emblematic of
the 1980s-fun, invigorating and, in its way, a little
rebellious,” the Library of Congress said in its an-
nouncement. Chic’s 1978 song “Le Freak” was one
of the biggest hits of disco, led by Nile Rodgers’
funky guitar and lyrics that name-checked the era.
“Despite the supposed ‘death’ of disco, Chic’s ‘Le
Freak’ has become a staple of wedding receptions,
movie soundtracks and nightclubs,” the Library of
Congress said.

The Library of Congress also will preserve
“(We’re Gonna) Rock Around the Clock” by Bill
Haley and his Comets, the 1954 track that was one
of the opening salvos of rock ‘n’ roll, and the 1965
soundtrack to the film musical mega-hit “The
Sound of Music.”

Other selections included Harry Belafonte’s
1956 album “Calypso,” which marked an earlier
commercial breakthrough for musical fusion, Mo-
town classic “My Girl” by The Temptations and
“Rumours” by Fleetwood Mac, a chart-topping
1977 pop album that found musical harmony within
a band facing intense personal strife. — AFP

Library of Congress to 
preserve Miami Sound 
Machine, ‘Footloose’

In this file photo, US
President Barack

Obama presents the
Presidential Medal of

Freedom to singer
Gloria Estefan as her

husband Emilio 
Estefan, left, also a

recipient, looks on at
the White House 

in Washington, 
DC. — AFP

Canadian comedian Howie Mandel and
Los Angeles-based talent agency
ICM Partners on Wednesday bought

the company behind Montreal’s Just for
Laughs comedy festival, which is the largest
in the world. The festival was put on the
chopping block after its founder and major-
ity shareholder Gilbert Rozon was accused
of sexual assault and harassment last year.

Financial details of the transaction were
not disclosed, but in a statement the new
owners said they were also in talks with
“prominent local Quebec players to join the
investment group.” They also said the festival
would be “run exactly as they have, with all
the same leadership and personnel in place.”
“I have always been a big fan of Montreal
and the Just For Laughs festival,” Mandel
said, noting that he has performed at the fes-
tival “many times” over the last decade. 

“I consider it to be a cultural treasure not
only for the Montreal and Quebec commu-
nities, but also for Canada; and I am very ex-

cited to be part of this group of investors
that will ensure the festival’s long term suc-
cess, while growing their global comedy
brand,” he said. Since its inception in 1983,
Just for Laughs has grown and diversified
into television specials, tours and hosting
other comedy festivals in cities such as
Toronto, Vancouver and Sydney.

It now has subsidiaries in France and the
United States, and produces and distributes
comedy shows in more than 135 countries.
Rozon quit the company in October follow-
ing accusations of sexual misconduct, which
he has denied and have not been tested in
court. This year’s Just for Laughs festival
runs from July 14 to 28.

But it will face new competition from up-
start Grand Montreal comedy festival, which
has been drawing away sponsors and talent
from Just for Laughs. Grand Montreal is to
debut in July, but will also host a one-night
show in April with proceeds going to victims
of sexual assault. —AFP

Howie Mandel, ICM 
buy Just for Laughs 

comedy festival
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Models present creations by
Kuwaiti designer Fatima 
Ismail during the Kuwait 

International Fashion Week in
Kuwait City. — AFP photos

Models present creations by
Moroccan designer Salima

el-Boussouni during the
Kuwait International Fashion

Week in Kuwait City.



Friday, March 23, 2018

Friday 23

Models present creations by Indian 
designer Divani during the Kuwait 

International Fashion Week in Kuwait City.
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This photograph shows rows of custom-decorated trucks parked in a field at a fancy truck party in the Thai coastal province of Rayong. This photograph shows a Transformer-inspired detail on a painted
truck at Soonchai Industry.

This photograph shows a painter working on the front panel of a
truck at Soonchai Industry, a truck assembly factory in the central
Thai province of Nakhon Pathom. — AFP photos

Music pounds from the speakers and LED lights ripple
across the customized cabs at a “truck party” hosted by
proud Thai drivers showing off their lorries with swag.

They own 20-wheeler behemoths that turn heads on the roads
with lurid graphics and paint-jobs of everything from unicorns to
“Transformers” and Disney characters on their cabs and contain-
ers-while large Michelin Man dolls often add to the visual assault.

Thailand is a major logistics hub and long-haul truck routes
connect goods from Myanmar and Laos to the North, Cambodia
to the east to Bangkok and Malaysia in the south. Like their South
Asian peers, Thai truck owners are enthralled by decorous vehi-
cles-with new designs spinning out across social media and the
best artists charging up to $1,600 for their work. 

“These trucks are used in real life,” said Teerasak Inklom, while
controlling the state-of-the-art sound system on his heavily dec-
orated 10-wheeler at the party in a disused field in Rayong, on
Thailand’s eastern seaboard. “The relationships it creates can also
be useful when you have accidents or technical issues on the
roads,” he added, of a job that is often lonely and also prone to
be targeted by criminals in remote areas. “These friends can help.”

Michelin mania
At a vast warehouse near Bangkok, dozens of workers cut

stickers and spray on designs ranging from traditional flower pat-
terns to Japanese robot anime craze Gundam. It belongs to Sirin-
tra Phichitphajongkit, managing director of Soonchai Industry,
one of Thailand’s largest truck assemblers that has recently de-
voted one section to painting the trucks.  “I think it’s about psy-
chology” Sirintra said.

When the trucks are “nicely decorated, drivers are motivated
to be extra careful and not to leave any scratches on them.” Thai-
land’s lavish vehicle decoration originated with bus paintings-and
the Michelin Man. The tubby white mascot known as “Bonhomme
Michelin” in French are given by the Lyon-based tyre company
to customers who buy a certain number of tyres. 

Many drivers say they then use the figurines for decoration as
a way to show off their wealth. But truckers today are adding
wackier local designs to the mix and installing accessories like
loudspeakers and extra wing mirrors. Though decorating vehicles

is prohibited by Thai law over safety concerns, drivers mostly get
away with small fines and sympathy from admiring police officers.

Saddam and Che 
That wasn’t always the case. The community was long per-

ceived as led by shadowy, drug-ridden machos who idolize “bad
boy” icons from Che Guevara to Saddam Hussein with stickers on
the sides of trucks.  “That reflected the tough guy lifestyle of peo-
ple who endure long drives on the roads,” said Suphot Saengow,
leader of The Artistic Mind Truckers Club of Thailand.  “I think
now we look more polished and friendly.”

That is certainly the case for Wichukorn Wongdara as he
drives a bright green truck carrying rocks from an out-of-town
quarry destined for a Bangkok construction site.  The unicorn on
his truck-designed by his daughter-aims to attract admiring eyes
and deter thieves, who sometimes siphon off fuel from parked
trucks. “It’s been a dream to create my own fancy truck,”
Wichukorn said. “What do I get out of it? I get the feeling of pride
when people come to look at my trucks and praise how beautiful
they are.”—AFP 

Anime, Michelin Man, Transformers: 
Truck art thrives in Thailand

This photograph shows men putting a fancy sticker on the window
of their truck.

This photograph shows a man standing next to his custom-painted
truck.

This photograph shows a painter cutting away a masking tape for
a stencil design on a truck panel.



Due to the demand by schools and individual students to 
participate in the art competition, the last day of receiving 

participants’ artworks will be on April 15. 
With the aim of boosting environmental public awareness, 

developing an aesthetic sense and caring for environmental 
issues in Kuwait, Kuwait Times’ 15th students’ art competition 
seeks to invest in the success so far achieved since the contest’s 
inception in 1994. In 2017, over 15,000 students aged 6 to 18 
from over 135 public, private, Arab and foreign schools in Kuwait 
participated. We hope participants in 2018 will exceed 20,000. 

Kuwait Times has been organizing the ‘Kuwait Beautiful & 
Green’ students’ art competition in collaboration with Zain as a strategic partner 
to unleash students’ creativity. The competition is co-sponsored by the reputable 
Hardee’s restaurants and the conclusion ceremony will be held at the Symphony 
Style Hotel.

The competition aims at promoting students’ environmental awareness and 
encouraging them to effectively take part in various environment-oriented 
activities with an ultimate aim of acquiring more knowledge and skills, sense of 

responsibility as well as positive attitudes. It also aims at boosting 
the principles of moderation and tolerance among students and 
encourages them to be ambitious, protect public resources and take 
part in sustainability-related initiatives that will help protect the 
environment.

Environmental protection is not just a motto or meaningless 
words. It is in fact an integral part of our history and heritage. It is a 
way of life because we have been and will always be committed to 
peaceful co-existence between man and nature. 

All students aged 6 to 18 in various stages are invited to participate 
in the competition with drawings and paintings expounding 

their environmental passions, as the environment is the base of sustainable 
development, in the form of planting rather than desertification, cleanliness 
rather than negligence and public safety rather than lethal pollution. This is how 
we want our Kuwait to be - a green, beautiful oasis that reflects the beauty and 
high taste within our souls. 

The door is still open for schools and individual students to participate in this 
environmental competition. For more information, call us on 24835616/7. 

180 schools and 10,000 students 
participate in the first week

Strategic partner

in cooperation with

of
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Essential Petra:
How to make the most
of a one-day visit
With its wind-whittled landscape,

honeycomb tombs and silent
canyons blessed by forgotten gods,

the ancient city of Petra embraces human his-
tory on an epic scale. The breadth of the site,
which is sprinkled over numerous mountains,
accessed via narrow slot canyons and
stretches across dry river beds, means a visit
to Petra demands time.

Most visitors allow at least two days to do
it justice - one day to get acquainted with
the key monuments and a second day to bask

in the majesty of this world wonder. Does
that mean that those on a tighter schedule
should give it a miss? Not necessarily. With
24 hours to hand, a night in Wadi Musa and
some forward planning and insider knowl-
edge, the essentials of Petra can just about
be captured in a day.

Sunrise in the Siq
Start off at 6am with a brisk downhill

stride towards the Siq. Too early for the
horse-handlers, the path is quiet at this time

of day with only the occasional desert lark
giving voice to the dawn. Sunrise brings with
it the hint of the wonders to come, with
blocks representing ancient gods to the right
and tombs to the left. You then reverse into
semi-darkness as the path slithers into the
narrow defile known as the Siq.

This dark, sacred corridor with its pockets
of residual night caught between the looming
cliffs is cold at dawn, urging the visitor to
quicken the pace. But it’s worth pausing here to
notice the details: a fig tree sprouting from the

rock, the ancient water channel chased into the
cliff, votive shrines marking age-old holy spots.

10am at the Treasury
Described in every guidebook worth its salt,

the moment when the path through the Siq
slides into sunlight in front of the Treasury is
one of the defining experiences in Petra. The
play of light on the honey-coloured facade
contrasts with the brooding gloom of the pas-
sage through the Siq. As the sun slowly trickles
down the Treasury columns, it lights up differ-
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ent details - a carved capital, the builders’
footholds in the cliff face, camels couched in
outrageous livery on the sandy forecourt. Full
light (at different times of the morning depend-
ing on the time of year) floods into the hol-
lowed out interior, filling the void for a few
brief moments.

Mid-morning on Main Street
After the Treasury, the path broadens into a

wide corridor of sandstone, flanked on either
side by the tombs that characterize the entire
site. Thought for decades to be a necropolis,
Petra served as the hub of the short-lived but
wealthy Nabataean empire, the influence of
which was felt across the region between 100
BC and AD 300. Although the dwellings have
long since vanished into history, the remains of
the main street, marketplace, temples, a theatre
and even an early church illustrate that Petra
was very much a city of the living, as well as a
resting place for the dead.

High noon in high places
In Petra, the high points of the city were

considered the most holy, and all over the site
processional steps lead from the wadi bottom
to plateaus on top of the cliffs. One of the most
significant of these high places is reached via a
stairway near the theatre that leads to two
obelisks carved out of (rather than built on top
of) the rock and a platform most likely used for
sacrificial purposes. The half-hour climb is re-
warded by eagle-eyed views across the heart
of the ancient city, but the real joy is the de-
lightful descent through Wadi Farasa. One of
the hidden gems of Petra, this wadi could keep
a hiker captivated for hours with its wildflowers
and inspiring vistas, its ancient waterspouts
and forgotten tombs. Showcasing nature’s
finest handiwork, the seldom-visited tombs to-
wards the end of the descent are a kaleido-
scope of windblown patterns and colours that
are now home only to the occasional goat,
lizard or scorpion.

Lunch by the Basin
The Bedouin of Petra once lived inside the

ancient city but were relocated in the 1980s.
This hasn’t stopped the Bdoul tribespeople
flooding back into their old haunts each day,
bringing with them the animals that represent
their livelihood. Some have set up stalls in the
city centre, near the area known as the Basin,
selling souvenirs, snacks and chi nana (tea with
mint or sage) to Petra’s many visitors. Lunching
at one of these stalls offers a flavor of contem-
porary life in Petra while helping to restore en-
ergy for the climb ahead.

Mid-afternoon at the Monastery
Your visit to Petra isn’t complete without

visiting the so-called Monastery, the original
purpose of which remains a mystery. From the
Basin, this remarkable edifice with its distinc-
tive crown is reached via a weathered stair-
case of 800 steps. It comes into its own in
mid-afternoon when the sun draws out the
golden colour of its sandstone facade. It is
worth hiking up to the nearby viewpoint: ex-
tending across Wadi Araba, the view is partic-
ularly lovely at sunset when the mountains of
Israel and the Palestinian Territories dissolve
into ribbons of colourful heat haze.

Royal Tombs: regal in red
Tempting though it is to linger at the

Monastery, sunset is best reserved for the
Royal Tombs. Camels wait at the Basin to take
weary walkers back to the Treasury. Sitting
atop one of these snorting beasts as they pad
along the main thoroughfare gives the best
vantage point of the Royal Tombs as they melt
into liquid gold in the setting sun.

Down again after dark, or 
late libations in the Cave Bar

Visitors must leave Petra before dark and
so the long and weary trudge up the Siq from
the Treasury is generally something of a pun-
ishment. There are few, then, who will relish
walking back down the Siq on the Petra by
Night tour, magical though it is to walk there
by candlelight. A more restful way to conclude
your day at Petra is to pause instead at the
world’s most ancient drinking hole, the Cave
Bar, back in Wadi Musa and sip a libation in
honour of the spirits that once took up resi-
dence there.

Going the distance
Doing Petra in a day requires considerable

stamina. The distances are long, the climate
harsh and the climbs to high places exposed
and physically demanding. Nothing technical is
required, but if you’re determined to cover the
whole of the above route in a day, then the fol-
lowing tips may help with logistics and morale.

• Buy the Jordan Pass online before travel-

ling to Jordan: this allows early birds to enter
the gate first thing in the morning without hav-
ing to wait for the ticket office to open.

• Work out the route from the maps in the
Lonely Planet Jordan guidebook: Petra covers
a vast area, and it saves time charting the key
landmarks in advance.

• Carry water and ask your hotel for a
packed lunch: there’s a particular pleasure in
finding a high perch for a picnic.

• Wear comfortable walking shoes: this
route covers more than 1000 steep steps and
is wholly unsuitable to flimsy footwear.

• Wear a hat and sunscreen (there’s little
shade); a coat is essential in winter.

• Take some cash in Jordanian dinars for a
souvenir or for catching something four-
legged back to base.

• For a hasty getaway, organize a taxi to be
stationed at the backdoor to Petra (accessible
from the Basin) to avoid the long haul back to
Wadi Musa via the Siq.
(www.lonelyplanet.com) 
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By Katie Workman

Here’s the drill with butterflying - or spatchcocking - a
bird. You cut the backbone out of the chicken with
kitchen shears, then turn the bird over and press down

on the breastbone until the bird lies somewhat flat. It’s not dif-
ficult to do, but a) you need sharp kitchen shears, and b) you
have to be comfortable using them on poultry. If either of those
things poses a problem, ask the butcher to do it for you (that’s
what I do).

Why spatchcock a chicken? It cooks more quickly and
evenly, and also allows for some nice overall browning. Another
somewhat arbitrary reason I discovered is that if you are using
all of the racks in your oven, a spatchcocked chicken takes up
less headroom. Fun fact. Piri Piri chicken originated in Africa
when Portuguese settlers arrived with bird’s-eye chili peppers
(“piri-piri” means “pepper-pepper” in Swahili).

Here jalapenos are used, which have a more predictable level
of heat and are readily available. Four jalapenos may seem like
a lot, but once you remove the seeds and ribs and roast the pep-
pers, you will be left with a soft, level, nice, smoky heat, but
hardly a tongue-burning level of spiciness. Either use plastic
gloves when handling the jalapenos or wash your hands right af-
terward with plenty of warm water and soap. You only have to
touch your eyes or lips once with jalapeno hands to know why.
The longer you marinate the chicken, the deeper the flavor. If
you don’t have hot paprika, you can substitute regular paprika
and a couple of generous pinches of cayenne pepper. Serve this
chicken with rice, either plain or yellow, and a green salad. Beer
would be a great companion. And should there be any leftovers,
they make a great chicken salad.

Ingredients 
Serves 4
Start to finish: 3 hours 20 minutes, including 2 hours marinating
time, 1 hour cooking time
1 (31/2- to 4-pound) chicken
4 jalapeno peppers
1/2 cup olive oil
1/4 cup red vinegar
2 teaspoons hot paprika
1/2 teaspoon dried oregano
3 garlic cloves
1 teaspoon salt

Preparation 
If the chicken is already butterflied, move to the next step. If

not, cut the backbone out of the chicken with kitchen shears,
then turn the bird over and press down on the breastbone until
the bird lies somewhat flat. Cut the jalapenos in half, and remove
the seeds and stems. Spread the jalapenos on a baking sheet,
cut side down. Roast about 15 minutes, until slightly shriveled.
Let the jalapenos cool. Combine the jalapenos, oil, vinegar, pa-
prika, oregano, garlic and salt in a food processor or blender
until it forms a paste.

Transfer the chicken to a glass or non-reactive dish. Pour the
marinade over the chicken and flip it a few times so that the mari-
nade coats the chicken well. Cover and refrigerate for 2 to 12
hours. Preheat the oven to 400 degrees F, and let the chicken
come to room temperature while the oven heats up. Remove the
chicken from the marinade and place it skin-side-up on a
rimmed baking sheet. Roast for about 1 hour until the juices run
clear when a sharp knife is inserted into the meaty part of the
thigh. Let it sit for about 15 minutes on a cutting board, then cut
into pieces and serve hot.

COOKING ON DEADLINE: 

Chicken Piri Piri
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By Sara Moulton

Spaghetti squash is a large round squash that forms spaghetti-like strands
when it’s cooked. Its texture is crisp, its taste is mild, and it can indeed re-
place spaghetti in the recipe of your choice. This is especially good news if

you’re searching for an alternative to pasta, either because you’re allergic to
gluten or because you’re seeking a more nutritious landing pad for a delicious
sauce.

Spaghetti squash can be steamed, roasted or cooked in the microwave. What-
ever method is used, the squash cooks much faster if you start by slicing it in half.
But you have to be careful - sawing through its thick skin can be dangerous. Hap-
pily, just a few minutes in a microwave will soften up the squash enough to alle-
viate this danger.

After cooking the squash and halving it, I finish it off in the microwave, which
tenderizes it in 17 to 20 minutes rather than the 30 to 45 minutes required when
it’s steamed or roasted. By the way, most recipes instruct you to halve the squash

lengthwise, but if you halve it crosswise, as in this recipe, you’ll end up with
strands that are much longer ... and more spaghettilike.

When the squash has cooled, use a fork to scrape out the strands. Having
prepped the squash to this point, you can store it in the refrigerator for a few
days until you’re ready to prepare a sauce and finish it, an option you can’t em-
ploy with actual pasta that, because of its starch content, turns into a big gummy
wad of stuck-together strands. (You can also freeze spaghetti squash.)

After scooping out the squash strands, add them to the creamy goat cheese
sauce, then simmer them for 5 minutes while they soak up the flavor. Again, this
is something you can’t do with actual spaghetti, which would not only become
too soft but also completely absorb all of the sauce if you simmered it at length.
You can pair spaghetti squash with any sauce you would add to regular pasta.
Just remember to let the spaghetti squash cook in the sauce - whatever kind it is
- for a few minutes before serving.

Ingredients 
Start to finish: 1 hour (30 active)
Servings: 4 to 6
1 1/2 pounds zucchini
3/4 teaspoon salt
One 3- to 3 1/2 pound spaghetti squash
1 1/2 cups sliced onion
2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil
1 cup vegetable or chicken broth
1 tablespoon finely chopped fresh sage
4 ounces fresh goat cheese, crumbled
1 ounce grated Parmigiano-Reggiano
1/3 cup toasted pine nuts

Preparation 
Coarsely grate the zucchini, preferably using the grating disk

of a food processor, toss it in a colander with the salt and let it
drain for 20 minutes. Prick the spaghetti squash in three or four
places with a skewer and microwave on high for 4 minutes. Cut
in half crosswise and microwave for 5 minutes. Scrape out and
discard the seeds and microwave again for 8 minutes or until the
strands of squash are easy to scrape out.

Meanwhile, in a large skillet cook the onion in the oil over
medium heat, stirring occasionally, until golden, about 8 minutes.
Working with one handful at a time, squeeze the zucchini tightly
to get rid of excess moisture. Add the squeezed zucchini to the
onion and cook over medium heat, stirring for 3 minutes. Transfer

to a bowl and reserve the skillet.
Let the spaghetti squash stand until it is cool enough to han-

dle, then scoop out all the strands (you should end up with about
4 1/2 cups). Add the vegetable broth, 1 cup water, the sage and
the cheese to the skillet and bring to a boil, whisking. Add the
spaghetti squash strands, cover and simmer 5 minutes or until
the squash is tender. Add the zucchini and cook for 1 minute
more until the mixture is heated through. Stir in the Parmigiano-
Reggiano and salt and pepper to taste, transfer to four bowls
and top each portion with one-quarter of the nuts.

Spaghetti squash is tasty
alternative to pasta

Spaghetti Squash with Creamy Goat 
Cheese Sauce and Shredded Zucchini
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By Katie Workman

Deviled eggs know no single season or demographic. They are blissfully
democratic appetizers. Everyone is happy to see them, sophisticated peo-
ple shed their cool. You can’t be annoyed when there are deviled eggs

around; it would be like being irritated in the presence of a puppy or a rainbow.
I have added all sorts of extra ingredients to deviled eggs over the years. Cumin,
goat cheese, avocado, za’atar, lemon, capers. I have topped them with all kinds
of extras: minced jalapenos,  sprigs of fresh herbs, sesame seeds and so on.

But in the end, we all come back to the basic deviled egg. It’s like how you might
admire someone you love all done up in a fancy outfit, but then remember you
really like them best in a T-shirt and broken-in jeans. In other news, I have finally
learned the best way to peel egg shells easily, and also to get a perfectly cooked
yolk, without that unattractive green ring. If that’s not a kitchen game changer, I
don’t know what is.

Deviled eggs know 
no single season

Ingredients 
Makes 24 deviled egg halves
Serves 12
40 minutes start to finish
1 dozen large eggs
1/3 cup mayonnaise
2 teaspoons Dijon mustard
A few dashes of hot sauce to taste, such as Tabasco or Sriracha
1 tablespoon finely minced shallot
Paprika or minced chives for sprinkling

Preparation 
Bring to a boil over high heat a large saucepan of water about

3 inches deep (enough to cover the eggs, remembering the water
will rise when the eggs are added). One by one, lower the eggs
into the boiling water, using a small ladle or tablespoon to place

them gently on the bottom of the pot. Allow the water to boil for
30 seconds, then remove from the heat, cover, and let the eggs
sit in the hot water for 10 minutes.

While the eggs are sitting in the hot water, fill a large bowl
with water and a copious amount of ice. After 10 minutes, drain
the eggs and transfer them to the ice bath for about 10 minutes.
Remove them from the ice bath; they will be cooled but not com-
pletely. Tap them lightly on the counter in several places, and
give them a quick roll to crackle up the shells; then peel carefully.
Another tip for easy egg-peeling is to do it while they are sub-
merged in water.

Cut the eggs in half lengthwise. Carefully remove all of the
yolks into the bowl of a food processor (or a medium-size mixing
bowl), making sure to keep the white parts intact. Place the egg
whites on a serving platter, scoop side up. Add the mayonnaise,
Dijon mustard, hot sauce, shallot, salt and pepper to the yolks.

Pulse the mixture if you want it to be a bit coarse, or let it run if
you are looking for super-smooth. Or, if you prefer, mash in a
bowl with a fork until smooth and well blended.

For the most elegant deviled eggs, transfer the filling to a pas-
try bag with a large-opening tip if you have it, and pipe it in dec-
oratively. Or, for a fast, easy and still pretty way to fill deviled
eggs, fill a sturdy zipper-top bag with the yolk mixture, cut a
small hole in one corner and squeeze the mixture into the whites.
Or simply scoop the filling into the egg whites with a spoon,
which is functional and efficient, if not as showy. Whatever
works. Sprinkle the eggs with paprika. You can make these sev-
eral hours ahead and store them in the fridge loosely covered
with plastic wrap.

CLASSIC DEVILED EGGS
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ACROSS
1. Air pollution by a mixture of smoke and
fog.
5. A condensed but memorable saying
embodying some important fact of expe-
rience that is taken as true by many peo-
ple.
12. Edible tuber of any of several yams.
15. A unit of pressure equal to 0.001316
atmosphere.
16. Numbered or proceeding by tens.
17. An inflated feeling of pride in your su-
periority to others.
18. Primitive chlorophyll-containing
mainly aquatic eukaryotic organisms
lacking true stems and roots and leaves.
19. Any of various plants of the genus
Lactuca.
20. (Irish) Mother of the ancient Irish
gods.
21. A loud resonant repeating noise.
23. The longer of the two telegraphic sig-
nals used in Morse code.
24. Tibeto-Burman languages spoken in
northernmost Burma and adjacent China
and India.
26. A green dye, often used to color cloth,
which is obtained from the woad plant.
27. One of the most important fungi cul-
tivated in Japan.
29. A state in northwestern North Amer-
ica.
30. A slow pace of running.
31. A Chadic language spoken south of
Lake Chad.
35. Graded markings that indicate light or
shaded areas in a drawing or painting.
40. Joyful religious song celebrating the
birth of Christ.
41. Nut of any of several trees of the
genus Corylus.

42. A member of an agricultural people of
southern India.
46. Young sheep.
47. A public promotion of some product
or service.
49. An exertion of force.
50. Conduit consisting of a long hollow
object (usually cylindrical) used to hold
and conduct liquids or gases.
51. (informal) Exceptionally good.
53. A Dravidian language closely related
to Tamil that is spoken in a hilly section
of southwestern India.
54. Someone who is morally reprehensi-
ble.
55. Genus of South and Central American
heathlike evergreen shrubs.
58. The capital of Mali.
61. An unnaturally frenzied or distraught
woman.
64. A brittle gray crystalline element that
is a semiconducting metalloid (resem-
bling silicon) used in transistors.
65. Of or relating to or characteristic of
the Republic of Chad or its people or lan-
guage.
69. A less than average tide occurring at
the first and third quarters of the moon.
73. A river in western Asia.
75. (British) The side of a vehicle nearest
the kerb.
76. A strong emotion.
79. Any of various strong liquors distilled
from the fermented sap of toddy palms or
from fermented molasses.
80. (informal) Roused to anger.
81. A member of the Caddo people who
formerly lived in the Dakotas west of the
Missouri river.
82. Remove with or as if with a ladle.

CROSSWORD 1865
DOWN

1. An orderly pile.
2. Small Peruvian evergreen with broad
rounded head and slender pendant
branches with attractive clusters of
greenish flowers followed by clusters of
rose-pink fruits.
3. A fully differentiated structural and
functional unit in an animal that is spe-
cialized for some particular function.
4. The father of your father or mother.
5. A unit of force equal to the force that
imparts an acceleration of 1 foot/sec/sec
to a mass of 1 pound.
6. Tall woody perennial grasses with hol-
low slender stems especially of the gen-
era Arundo and Phragmites.
7. A measuring instrument for measuring
angles to a celestial body.
8. (Norse mythology) One of the Aesir.
9. Any of various systems of units for
measuring electricity and magnetism.
10. A loud and disturbing noise.
11. Offering little or no hope.
12. Not only so, but.
13. God of fire.
14. An utterance expressing pain or dis-
approval.
22. Small deciduous Asiatic tree bearing
large red or orange edible astringent
fruit.
25. A hard ferromagnetic silver-white bi-
valent or trivalent metallic element.
28. Of or relating to the region of Mon-
golia or its people or their languages or
cultures.
32. A river that rises in northern Colombia
and flows generally eastward to the
Orinoco in central Venezuela.
33. An alloy of copper and zinc (and

sometimes arsenic) used to imitate gold
in cheap jewelry and for gilding.
34. The ratio of reflected to incident light.
36. A blind god.
37. The blood group whose red cells
carry both the A and B antigens.
38. A soft gray ductile metallic element
used in alloys.
39. Type genus of the Gavidae.
43. A full skirt with a gathered waistband.
44. Largest known toad species.
45. An Arabic speaking person who lives
in Arabia or North Africa.
48. A landlocked republic in eastern
Africa.
52. Regional and archaic.
56. A soft silvery metallic element of the
alkali earth group.
57. A state in the Rocky Mountains.
59. A soft white precious univalent metal-
lic element having the highest electrical
and thermal conductivity of any metal.
60. Used at the dining table.
62. (Zoroastrianism) Title for benevolent
deities.
63. Slanderous defamation.
66. The basic unit of money in Ghana.
67. A ruler of the Inca Empire (or a mem-
ber of his family).
68. A small cake leavened with yeast.
70. A genus of Mustelidae.
71. (Babylonian) God of storms and wind.
72. A Chinese breed of small short-
legged dogs with a long silky coat and
broad flat muzzle.
74. An emotional response that has been
acquired by conditioning.
77. An informal term for a father.
78. Being nine more than ninety.

Yesterdayʼs Solution

Yesterday’s Solution

Yesterday’s Solution

Word Search

Daily SuDoku
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01:30 Cyborg X
03:05 Edge Of Winter
04:35 Star Wars: Episode IV - A
New Hope
06:45 Mission: Impossible - Rogue
Nation
09:00 Somnus
10:25 Kingsglaive: Final Fantasy
XV
12:25 Shanghai Noon
14:20 Mission: Impossible - Rogue
Nation
16:35 Crossfire
18:10 Knight And Day
20:10 Bad Company
22:10 Phone Booth
23:35 Crossing Point

00:50 Untamed & Uncut
01:45 O’shea’s Big Adventure
02:40 Bad Dog
03:35 Predator’s Prey
04:00 Predator’s Prey
04:25 Whale Wars
05:15 North Woods Law
06:02 Wildest Indochina
06:49 Untamed & Uncut
07:36 Escape To Chimp Eden
08:00 Escape To Chimp Eden
08:25 Predator’s Prey
08:50 Predator’s Prey
09:15 O’shea’s Big Adventure
10:10 Bad Dog
11:05 Wildest Indochina
12:00 Predator’s Prey
12:55 Whale Wars
13:50 North Woods Law
14:45 Bad Dog
15:40 Wildest Indochina
16:35 Untamed & Uncut
17:30 O’shea’s Big Adventure
18:25 The Bronx Zoo
19:20 Dr. Jeff: Rocky Mountain Vet
20:15 Bad Dog
21:10 Predator’s Prey
22:05 The Bronx Zoo
23:00 Dr. Jeff: Rocky Mountain Vet
23:55 Wildest Indochina

00:00 Hold The Sunset
00:30 Mum
01:00 Death In Paradise
01:55 Holby City
02:55 Paula
04:40 EastEnders
05:10 Doctor Who
06:00 Doctors
06:30 EastEnders
07:00 Doctor Who
07:50 Holby City
08:50 Doctors
09:25 EastEnders
10:25 Death In Paradise
11:20 Casualty
12:15 Holby City
13:15 Doctor Who
14:05 Doctors
14:35 EastEnders
15:05 Casualty
16:00 Doctors
18:35 Friday Night Dinner
19:00 Death In Paradise
20:00 The Last Post
21:00 Father Brown
21:55 Poldark
22:50 Doctors
23:20 Friday Night Dinner
23:45 Death In Paradise

00:00 The First 48
01:00 The First 48
02:00 The Eleven
03:00 Homicide Hunter
04:00 The First 48
05:00 The First 48
06:00 The Eleven

07:00 Cold Case Files
08:00 The First 48
09:00 It Takes A Killer
09:30 It Takes A Killer
10:00 Crimes That Shook Britain
11:00 Crimes That Shook Britain
12:00 Crimes That Shook Britain
13:00 The First 48
14:00 Homicide: Hours To Kill
15:00 Homicide Hunter
16:00 Homicide Hunter
17:00 Cold Case Files
18:00 Homicide: Hours To Kill
19:00 It Takes A Killer
19:30 It Takes A Killer
20:00 Crimes That Shook Britain
21:00 Crimes That Shook Britain
22:00 Crimes That Shook Britain
23:00 Crazy Love

00:30 Kids Do The Craziest Things
00:55 Kids Do The Craziest Things
01:20 Space Dealers
02:10 Secret Space Escapes
03:00 Nextworld
03:50 Ultimate Survival
04:40 Tanked
05:30 How It’s Made
05:55 How It’s Made
06:20 Kids Do The Craziest Things
06:40 Kids Do The Craziest Things
07:00 Ultimate Survival
07:50 How It’s Made
08:15 How It’s Made
08:40 Kids Do The Craziest Things
09:05 Kids Do The Craziest Things
09:30 Tanked
10:20 Nextworld
11:10 Guinness World Records
Smashed New Zealand
11:35 Guinness World Records
Smashed New Zealand
12:00 Dynamo: Magician Impossi-
ble
12:50 How It’s Made
13:15 How It’s Made
13:40 Kids Do The Craziest Things
14:05 Kids Do The Craziest Things
14:30 Tanked
15:20 Ultimate Survival
16:10 Nextworld
17:00 Guinness World Records
Smashed New Zealand
17:25 Guinness World Records
Smashed New Zealand
17:50 Dynamo: Magician Impossi-
ble
18:40 Kids Do The Craziest Things
19:05 Kids Do The Craziest Things
19:30 How It’s Made
19:55 How It’s Made
20:20 Tanked
21:10 Guinness World Records
Smashed New Zealand
21:35 Guinness World Records
Smashed New Zealand
22:00 Dynamo: Magician Impossi-
ble
22:50 Nextworld
23:40 Ultimate Survival

00:50 Alaskan Temptress: People
Magazine Investigates
01:45 House Of Horrors: Kid-
napped
02:40 The Perfect Suspect
03:35 Murder Book
04:30 Alaskan Temptress: People
Magazine Investigates
05:25 Swamp Murders
06:20 I Almost Got Away With It
07:10 Blood Relatives
08:00 California Investigator
08:25 Deadline: Crime With Tam-
ron Hall
09:15 Swamp Murders
10:10 Blood Relatives
11:05 The Perfect Murder
12:00 Blood Relatives
12:55 Deadline: Crime With Tam-
ron Hall
13:50 I Almost Got Away With It
14:45 Blood Relatives
15:40 Obsession: Dark Desires
16:35 I Am Homicide
17:30 Deadline: Crime With Tam-
ron Hall

18:25 Swamp Murders
19:20 I Almost Got Away With It
20:15 Blood Relatives
21:10 Obsession: Dark Desires
22:05 A Crime To Remember
23:00 The 1980s: The Deadliest
Decade
23:55 Vanity Fair Confidential

00:10 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
00:35 Binny And The Ghost
01:00 Hank Zipzer
01:25 Alex & Co.
01:45 Disney Mickey Mouse
01:50 Evermoor Chronicles
02:15 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
02:40 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
03:05 Binny And The Ghost
03:30 Binny And The Ghost
03:55 Hank Zipzer
04:15 Disney Mickey Mouse
04:20 Hank Zipzer
04:45 Alex & Co.
05:10 Alex & Co.
05:35 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
06:25 Binny And The Ghost
06:45 Disney Mickey Mouse
06:50 Rolling With The Ronks
07:00 Miraculous Tales Of Lady-
bug & Cat Noir
07:25 Hotel Transylvania: The Se-
ries
07:50 Tsum Tsum Shorts
07:55 Tangled: The Series
08:20 Stuck In The Middle
08:45 K.C. Undercover
09:10 Bunk’d
09:35 Miraculous Tales Of Lady-
bug & Cat Noir
10:25 Lolirock
10:50 Lolirock
11:15 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
11:40 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
12:05 Hank Zipzer
12:30 Alex & Co.
13:20 Lolirock
13:45 Lolirock
14:10 Miraculous Tales Of Lady-
bug & Cat Noir
15:00 The Zhuzhus
15:15 Bunk’d
15:40 K.C. Undercover
16:05 Disney Mickey Mouse
16:10 Elena Of Avalor
16:35 Bizaardvark
17:00 Tangled: The Series
17:25 Miraculous Tales Of Lady-
bug & Cat Noir
17:50 Raven’s Home
18:15 Stuck In The Middle
18:40 Hotel Transylvania: The Se-
ries
19:05 K.C. Undercover
19:30 Bunk’d
19:55 Descendants Wicked World
20:00 Miraculous Tales Of Lady-
bug & Cat Noir
20:25 Liv And Maddie
20:50 Jessie
21:15 Disney Mickey Mouse
21:20 Tangled: The Series
21:45 Bizaardvark
22:10 Hotel Transylvania: The Se-
ries
22:35 Bunk’d
23:00 Miraculous Tales Of Lady-
bug & Cat Noir
23:25 Miraculous Tales Of Lady-
bug & Cat Noir
23:50 Lolirock

00:00 Mission Force One
00:30 PJ Masks
01:00 PJ Masks
01:30 Art Attack
01:55 Henry Hugglemonster
02:05 Loopdidoo
02:20 Henry Hugglemonster

02:35 Calimero
02:50 Henry Hugglemonster
03:05 Art Attack
03:30 The Hive
03:40 Loopdidoo
03:55 Henry Hugglemonster
04:10 Art Attack
04:35 Loopdidoo
04:50 Calimero
05:05 Art Attack
05:30 Henry Hugglemonster
05:45 Henry Hugglemonster
06:00 Art Attack
06:30 Henry Hugglemonster
06:45 Loopdidoo
07:00 Henry Hugglemonster
07:15 Calimero
07:30 PJ Masks
08:00 Trulli Tales
08:30 Jungle Junction
08:50 Handy Manny
09:10 PJ Masks
09:30 Vampirina
10:00 Mickey And The Roadster
Racers
10:30 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
11:00 Puppy Dog Pals
11:30 Puppy Dog Pals
12:00 The Lion Guard
12:30 The Lion Guard
13:00 Sofia The First
13:30 Sofia The First
14:00 PJ Masks
14:30 PJ Masks
15:00 P-King Duckling
15:30 Tangled: Queen For A Day
16:15 Minnie’s Bow-Toons
16:30 Elena Of Avalor
17:00 PJ Masks
17:30 Mission Force One
18:00 The Lion Guard
18:30 Puppy Dog Pals
19:00 Trulli Tales
19:30 Mickey And The Roadster
Racers
20:00 Sofia The First
20:30 The Lion Guard
21:00 Vampirina
21:30 PJ Masks
22:00 Trulli Tales
22:30 Tangled: Queen For A Day
23:15 Minnie’s Bow-Toons
23:30 Elena Of Avalor

00:15 Alaskan Bush People
01:05 Killing Fields: Murder Isle
01:50 Bear Grylls: Breaking Point
02:35 Kidnap And Rescue
03:20 Extreme Engineering
04:05 Flying Wild Alaska
04:50 Dirty Jobs
05:35 How Do They Do It?
06:00 The Caravan Show
06:23 Chaos Caught On Camera
06:45 How Do They Do It?
07:10 How Do They Do It?
07:35 Flying Wild Alaska
08:20 The Caravan Show
08:45 Chaos Caught On Camera
09:10 Dirty Jobs
09:55 Flying Wild Alaska
10:45 Dirty Jobs
11:30 Alaskan Bush People
12:20 The Caravan Show
12:43 Chaos Caught On Camera
13:05 How Do They Do It?
13:30 How Do They Do It?
13:55 Dirty Jobs
14:40 Alaskan Bush People
15:30 How Do They Do It?
15:53 How Do They Do It?
16:15 Bear Grylls: Breaking Point
17:05 Dirty Jobs
17:50 Impossible Engineering
18:40 Fire In The Hole
19:25 Alaskan Bush People
20:15 Extreme Engineering
21:00 Street Justice: The Bronx
21:50 Goblin Works Garage
22:40 Cuban Chrome
23:30 Gold Rush

06:00 Marvel’s Spider-Man
06:25 Milo Murphy’s Law
06:50 Right Now Kapow
07:15 Mech-X4

07:40 Disney Mickey Mouse
07:45 Walk The Prank
08:35 Right Now Kapow
09:25 Mighty Med
10:20 Star Wars: The Freemaker
Adventures
11:10 Gamer’s Guide To Pretty
Much Everything
11:35 Gamer’s Guide To Pretty
Much Everything
12:00 Kid vs. Kat
12:25 Two More Eggs S2
12:30 Kid vs. Kat
12:55 Kirby Buckets Warped
13:20 Kirby Buckets Warped
13:45 Supa Strikas
14:10 Disney Mickey Mouse
14:15 Supa Strikas
14:40 Right Now Kapow
15:05 Right Now Kapow
15:30 Milo Murphy’s Law
15:55 Two More Eggs S2
16:00 The Suite Life Of Zack &
Cody
16:25 Lab Rats
16:50 Walk The Prank
17:15 Mech-X4
17:40 Marvel’s Spider-Man
18:05 Kickin’ It
18:30 Randy Cunningham: 9th
Grade Ninja
18:45 Kickin’ It
19:10 Mini Ninjas
19:25 Walk The Prank
19:50 Marvel’s Rocket And Groot
19:55 Mech-X4
20:20 Penn Zero: Part Time Hero
20:45 Gamer’s Guide To Pretty
Much Everything
21:10 Kid vs. Kat
21:35 Marvel’s Rocket And Groot
21:40 Disney Mickey Mouse
21:45 Lab Rats
22:10 Lab Rats
22:35 Phineas And Ferb
23:00 Programmes Start At 6:00am 

00:10 WAGs Atlanta
01:00 WAGs Atlanta
01:50 E! News
02:50 WAGs
03:40 WAGs
04:35 WAGs
05:30 Celebrity Style Story
06:00 So Cosmo
06:55 E! News Middle East
07:10 So Cosmo
08:10 E! News: Daily Pop
09:10 WAGs Miami
10:10 WAGs Miami
11:05 WAGs Miami
12:00 E! News Middle East
12:15 Revenge Body With Khloe
Kardashian
13:10 Revenge Body With Khloe
Kardashian
14:05 Revenge Body With Khloe
Kardashian
15:00 E! News Middle East
15:15 E! News: Daily Pop
16:15 WAGs Atlanta
17:10 WAGs Atlanta
18:05 WAGs Atlanta
19:00 E! News
20:00 Botched
21:00 Botched
22:00 Botched
23:00 E! News Middle East
23:15 Hollywood Medium With
Tyler Henry

00:10 Who’s Doing The Dishes?
01:00 Emmerdale
01:30 Coronation Street
02:00 Coronation Street
02:30 The Chase
03:25 It’s Not Rocket Science
04:20 The Jonathan Ross Show
05:15 Don’t Tell The Bride
06:15 Who’s Doing The Dishes?
07:10 The Chase
08:05 Cannonball
09:00 The Jonathan Ross Show
09:55 Don’t Tell The Bride
11:00 Who’s Doing The Dishes?
11:50 The Chase

12:45 Emmerdale
13:15 Emmerdale
13:45 Coronation Street
14:15 Who’s Doing The Dishes?
15:10 The Chase
16:00 Dancing On Ice
17:50 Don’t Tell The Bride
18:50 Emmerdale
19:15 Emmerdale
19:45 Coronation Street
20:10 The Chase
21:00 Dancing On Ice
22:50 Emmerdale
23:15 Emmerdale
23:40 Coronation Street

00:00 Dogfights
01:00 Cities Of The Underworld
02:00 Brad Meltzer’s Lost History
03:00 The Universe
03:50 Ancient Aliens
04:40 Clash Of The Gods
05:30 Dogfights
06:20 Million Dollar Genius
07:10 The Universe
08:00 Cities Of The Underworld
09:00 Brad Meltzer’s Lost History
10:00 The Universe
11:00 Ancient Aliens
12:00 Ancient Discoveries
13:00 Dogfights
14:00 Cities Of The Underworld
15:00 Brad Meltzer’s Lost History
16:00 The Universe
17:00 Ancient Aliens
18:00 Ancient Discoveries
19:00 Cities Of The Underworld
20:00 Brad Meltzer’s Decoded
21:00 The Universe
22:00 Ancient Aliens
23:00 What Really Happened

00:15 Chasing The Sun
00:45 Maximum Foodie
01:10 Miguel’s Tropical Kitchen
01:40 Chasing Time
02:05 Chasing The Sun
02:35 Confucius Was A Foodie
03:30 What’s For Sale?
03:55 What’s For Sale?
04:25 Dog Whisperer
05:20 Dog Whisperer
06:15 Food School
06:40 Food School
07:10 Chasing Time
07:35 Chasing The Sun
08:05 Confucius Was A Foodie
09:00 What’s For Sale?
09:25 What’s For Sale?
09:55 Dog Whisperer
10:50 Dog Whisperer
11:45 Food School
12:10 Food School
12:40 Food Lover’s Guide To The
Planet
13:05 Chasing The Sun
13:35 Confucius Was A Foodie
14:30 What’s For Sale?
14:55 What’s For Sale?
15:25 Dog Whisperer
16:20 Dog Whisperer
17:15 Food School
17:40 Food School
18:10 Eat Street
18:35 Chasing The Sun
19:05 Confucius Was A Foodie
20:00 What’s For Sale?
20:30 What’s For Sale?
21:00 Dog Whisperer
22:55 Food School
23:20 Food School
23:50 Eat Street

00:10 Hitler’s Last Year
01:00 Apocalypse: The Second
World War
02:00 Chain Of Command
03:00 Science Of Stupid Compila-
tions
03:30 Science Of Stupid Compila-
tions
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04:00 Hitler’s Last Year
05:00 Going Deep With David
Rees
05:30 Going Deep With David
Rees
06:00 Mega Factories
07:00 A Brave Heart: The Lizzie Ve-
lasquez Story
08:00 Sea Of Hope: America’s Un-
derwater Treasures
09:00 Going Deep With David
Rees
09:30 Going Deep With David
Rees
10:00 Locked Up Abroad
11:00 Secrets Of The Tang Treas-
ure Ship
12:00 Zeb’s River Journey Thailand
13:00 Mega Factories
14:00 Four Mums In A Boat
15:00 Living Wild
16:00 Locked Up Abroad
17:00 Chain Of Command
18:00 Hitler’s Last Year
19:00 Apocalypse: The Second
World War
20:00 Locked Up Abroad
20:50 Chain Of Command
21:40 Hitler’s Last Year
22:30 Apocalypse: The Second
World War
23:20 Engineering Connections

00:20 Man V. Lion
01:10 Monster Croc Wrangler
01:35 Wonderfully Weird
02:00 Wildebeeste: Born To Run
02:50 Predator Fails
03:45 Wild 24
04:40 The Invaders
05:35 Wildebeeste: Born To Run
06:30 Predator Fails
07:25 Wild 24
08:20 The Invaders
09:15 Snakes In The City
10:10 Where Oceans Collide
11:05 Saving Paradise Islands
12:00 Lost Sharks Of Easter Island
12:55 Lion Battle Zone
13:50 Predator Fails
14:45 Wild 24
15:40 The Invaders
16:35 Snakes In The City
17:30 Untamed Philippines
18:25 Gorilla Murders
19:20 Wild 24
20:10 The Invaders
21:00 Snakes In The City
21:50 Untamed Philippines
22:40 Gorilla Murders
23:30 Lost Sharks Of Easter Island

00:12 Teenage Mutant Ninja Tur-
tles
00:36 Rabbids Invasion
01:00 Rabbids Invasion
01:24 Sanjay And Craig
01:48 Sanjay And Craig
02:12 Winx Club
02:36 Winx Club
03:00 Harvey Beaks
03:24 Harvey Beaks
03:48 The Loud House
04:12 The Loud House
04:36 Breadwinners
05:00 Breadwinners
05:24 Get Blake
05:48 SpongeBob SquarePants
06:12 SpongeBob SquarePants
06:36 Teenage Mutant Ninja Tur-
tles
07:00 Teenage Mutant Ninja Tur-
tles
07:24 Rabbids Invasion
07:48 Get Blake
08:12 Harvey Beaks
08:36 Sanjay And Craig
09:00 SpongeBob SquarePants
09:24 Teenage Mutant Ninja Tur-
tles
09:48 Henry Danger
10:12 Game Shakers
10:36 Regal Academy
11:00 Swindle
12:36 Rabbids Invasion
13:00 Breadwinners

13:24 Massive Monster Mayhem
13:48 I Am Frankie
14:12 The Thundermans
16:36 The Loud House
17:00 Massive Monster Mayhem
17:24 I Am Frankie
17:48 Hunter Street
18:12 Henry Danger
18:36 Nicky, Ricky, Dicky And
Dawn
19:00 School Of Rock
19:24 Game Shakers
19:48 The Thundermans
20:12 Harvey Beaks
20:36 SpongeBob SquarePants
21:00 Teenage Mutant Ninja Tur-
tles
21:24 Sanjay And Craig
21:48 Rabbids Invasion
22:12 Breadwinners
22:36 Harvey Beaks
23:00 SpongeBob SquarePants
23:24 SpongeBob SquarePants
23:48 Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles

00:17 Kid-E-Cats
00:23 Shimmer And Shine
00:46 Sunny Day
01:08 Max & Ruby
01:30 Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom
01:41 Kiva Can Do!
01:52 The Day Henry Met
01:57 Blaze And The Monster Ma-
chines
02:19 Blaze And The Monster Ma-
chines
02:41 Paw Patrol
02:53 Kid-E-Cats
02:57 Kid-E-Cats
03:03 Shimmer And Shine
03:24 Nella And The Princess
Knight
03:36 Paw Patrol
03:58 The Day Henry Met
04:04 Max & Ruby
04:27 Dora The Explorer
04:50 Sunny Day
05:12 Nella The Princess Knight
05:35 Shimmer And Shine
05:58 Wallykazam!
06:21 Zack & Quack
06:32 The Day Henry Met
06:38 Blaze And The Monster Ma-
chines
07:00 Rusty Rivets
07:13 Paw Patrol
07:37 Dora The Explorer
08:00 Nella The Princess Knight
08:21 Kiva Can Do!
08:32 Kiva Can Do!
08:43 Blaze And The Monster Ma-
chines
09:04 Paw Patrol
09:28 Shimmer And Shine
09:50 Nella The Princess Knight
10:11 The Day Henry Met
10:16 The Day Henry Met
10:21 Paw Patrol
10:45 Rusty Rivets
11:08 Wallykazam!
11:32 Bubble Guppies
11:55 Team Umizoomi
12:17 Kid-E-Cats
12:23 Shimmer And Shine
12:46 Sunny Day
13:07 Max & Ruby
13:30 Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom
13:41 Kiva Can Do!
13:52 The Day Henry Met
13:57 Blaze And The Monster Ma-
chines
14:19 Blaze And The Monster Ma-
chines
14:41 Paw Patrol
14:53 Kid-E-Cats
14:58 Kid-E-Cats
15:03 Shimmer And Shine
15:25 Nella And The Princess
Knight
15:36 Paw Patrol
15:59 The Day Henry Met
16:05 Max & Ruby
16:28 Dora The Explorer
16:51 Sunny Day
17:13 Nella The Princess Knight
17:35 Shimmer And Shine
17:58 Wallykazam!
18:21 Zack & Quack
18:32 The Day Henry Met

18:38 Blaze And The Monster Ma-
chines
19:00 Rusty Rivets
19:13 Paw Patrol
19:37 Dora The Explorer
20:00 Nella The Princess Knight
20:21 Kiva Can Do!
20:32 Kiva Can Do!
20:43 Blaze And The Monster Ma-
chines
21:04 Paw Patrol
21:28 Shimmer And Shine
21:50 Nella The Princess Knight
22:11 The Day Henry Met
22:16 The Day Henry Met
22:21 Paw Patrol
22:45 Rusty Rivets
23:08 Wallykazam!
23:31 Bubble Guppies
23:55 Team Umizoomi

01:45 101 Dalmatians 2
03:30 High School Musical 3: Sen-
ior Year
05:30 Beauty And The Beast
07:30 The Parent Trap
10:00 101 Dalmatians 2
11:45 High School Musical 3: Sen-
ior Year
13:45 Tarzan II
15:30 The Little Mermaid: Ariel’s
Beginning
17:15 Pete’s Dragon
19:15 Herbie Fully Loaded
21:15 Tarzan II
23:15 The Little Mermaid: Ariel’s
Beginning

00:00 The Americans
01:00 Secret City
01:55 Claws
02:45 Lethal Weapon
03:30 S.W.A.T.
04:20 The Americans
05:20 The Unit
06:10 Famous In Love
07:00 Good Morning America
09:00 The View
10:00 S.W.A.T.
11:00 The Unit
12:00 Famous In Love
13:00 Chicago Fire
14:00 Lethal Weapon
15:00 The View
16:00 Live Good Morning America
18:00 Famous In Love
19:00 The Unit
20:00 Chicago Fire
21:00 Survivor: Ghost Island
22:00 Once Upon A Time
23:00 WWE Experience

00:15 The Sitter
01:45 The House Bunny
03:30 A Date With Miss Fortune
05:15 Made In America
07:10 Step Dogs
08:45 Barbershop: The Next Cut
10:45 A Date With Miss Fortune
12:30 Made In America
14:30 Step Dogs
16:05 Barbershop: The Next Cut
18:00 Aquamarine
19:45 Breaking The Bank
21:35 There’s Always Woodstock
23:15 Someone Marry Barry

00:40 Last Rites
02:25 Waiting For Superman
04:25 Clifford
06:20 Far From Men
08:10 Waiting For Superman
10:10 Lawrence Of Arabia
13:45 True Heart
15:25 Spare Parts
17:20 The Flying Scotsman
19:10 The Salesman
21:20 Antwone Fisher
23:25 Sunday, Bloody Sunday

00:30 Legend Of The Sea
01:55 The Happy Cricket
03:25 Quest For A Heart
04:55 Hocus Pocus Alfie Atkins
06:20 Dinofroz - An Island In The
Sky
07:40 Twigson Ties The Knot
09:05 Ploddy Police Car
10:30 Felix All Around The World
12:05 Teo: The Intergalactic Hunter
13:35 The Happy Cricket
15:05 Quest For A Heart
16:35 Victor And The Secret Of
Crocodile Mansion
18:20 Felix All Around The World
19:55 Two Buddies And A Badger
21:20 An American Tail: Fievel
Goes West
22:45 Victor And The Secret Of
Crocodile Mansion

00:20 Kill Your Friends
02:05 Dreamgirls
04:15 We Bought A Zoo
06:30 Bicentennial Man
08:50 Dreamgirls
11:00 The Little Rascals
12:25 We Bought A Zoo
14:30 The Angry Birds Movie
16:10 Creed
18:30 The Cable Guy
20:10 Central Intelligence
22:00 Dirty Grandpa
23:45 Bram Stoker’s Dracula

00:40 Mythbusters
01:30 How Do They Do It?
01:55 Food Factory
02:20 Street Science
02:45 Street Science
03:10 Redesign My Brain
04:00 How We Invented The World
04:48 Mythbusters
05:36 How Do They Do It?
06:00 Food Factory
06:24 Street Science
06:48 Street Science
07:12 Redesign My Brain
08:00 How Do They Do It?
08:26 How We Invented The World
09:14 Mythbusters
10:02 Redesign My Brain
10:50 How Do They Do It?
11:14 Food Factory
11:38 Street Science
12:02 Street Science
12:26 How We Invented The World
13:14 Mythbusters
14:02 How Do They Do It?
14:26 Food Factory
14:50 Redesign My Brain
15:38 How We Invented The World
16:26 Street Science
16:50 Street Science
17:14 Mythbusters
18:02 Redesign My Brain
18:50 Junkyard Wars
19:40 Mythbusters
20:30 Hacking The Wild
21:20 How Do They Do It?
21:45 Food Factory
22:10 Redesign My Brain
23:00 Hacking The Wild
23:50 Junkyard Wars

01:40 Kahaani
03:00 Kahaani
03:55 Koffee With Karan
05:00 London Paris New York
06:45 Maruti Mera Dosst
09:10 Swarg
12:05 Bade Miyan Chote Miyan
14:50 Highway
17:10 Prem Ratan Dhan Payo
20:00 Jai Ho
22:20 Housefull 3

01:15 Scorched
03:00 Frank
04:30 Tadpole
05:45 On The Line
07:15 Hesher
09:00 Head In The Clouds
11:00 The Conspirator
13:00 All Good Things
14:45 Scorched
16:30 The Upside Of Anger
18:30 Terminus
20:00 The Aviator
22:45 Dirty Dancing : Havana
Nights

00:00 Mistresses
01:00 Mistresses
02:00 Grey’s Anatomy
03:00 Married At First Sight
04:00 Three
05:00 House Of DVF
06:00 Mistresses
07:00 Mistresses
08:00 Grey’s Anatomy
09:00 Married At First Sight
10:00 Three
11:00 House Of DVF
12:00 Mistresses
13:00 Mistresses
14:00 Grey’s Anatomy
15:00 Married At First Sight
16:00 Three
17:00 Mistresses
18:00 Devious Maids
19:00 Devious Maids
20:00 Project Runway All Stars
21:00 Project Runway
22:00 Project Runway
23:00 Grey’s Anatomy

TLC HD
00:20 Say Yes To The Dress
01:05 90 Days To Wed
01:50 90 Days To Wed: Before The
90 Days
02:35 Oprah’s Master Class
03:20 Outdaughtered: Busby
Quints
04:05 My Big Fat Fabulous Life
04:50 Promzillas
05:35 Say Yes To The Dress
06:00 Hodges Half Dozen
06:45 Hodges Half Dozen
07:30 Hodges Half Dozen
08:15 Say Yes To The Dress
09:00 Cake Boss
09:25 Say Yes To The Dress UK
13:10 Oprah: Where Are They
Now?
13:55 Oprah’s Master Class
14:40 Cake Boss
15:02 Cake Boss
15:25 Cake Boss
15:47 Cake Boss
16:10 Cake Boss
16:35 Cake Boss
17:00 Little People, Big World
18:50 Kate Plus 8
19:40 Cake Boss
20:10 Say Yes To The Dress
20:35 Say Yes To The Dress
21:00 Hair Goddess
21:50 Little People, Big World
22:40 Too Ugly For Love?
23:30 Return To Amish

00:12 Alvinnn!!! And The Chip-
munks
00:24 Alvinnn!!! And The Chip-
munks
00:35 The Fairly OddParents
00:58 SpongeBob SquarePants
01:21 Toon Marty
01:31 Toon Marty
01:42 Bunsen Is A Beast
02:04 Pig Goat Banana Cricket

02:26 Welcome To The Wayne
02:47 Sanjay & Craig
03:09 Rabbids: Invasion
03:17 The Penguins Of Madagas-
car
04:03 Teenage Mutant Ninja Tur-
tles
04:48 Mysticons
05:10 Alvinnn!!! And The Chip-
munks
05:33 Toon Marty
05:53 Harvey Beaks
06:15 The Fairly OddParents
06:37 SpongeBob SquarePants
07:00 Back At The Barnyard
07:46 Harvey Beaks
07:58 Alvinnn!!! And The Chip-
munks
08:10 The Adventures Of Jimmy
Neutron, Boy Genius
08:32 Hey Arnold!
08:56 Kung Fu Panda: Legends Of
Awesomeness
09:18 The Penguins Of Madagas-
car
09:50 The Fairly OddParents
10:14 T.U.F.F. Puppy
10:36 Get Blake
11:00 Hey Arnold!
11:26 Back At The Barnyard
11:51 Rabbids: Invasion
12:00 The Adventures Of Jimmy
Neutron, Boy Genius
12:45 Alvinnn!!! And The Chip-
munks
12:57 SpongeBob SquarePants
13:32 Teenage Mutant Ninja Tur-
tles
14:17 Kung Fu Panda: Legends Of
Awesomeness
15:01 The Penguins Of Madagas-
car
15:24 Alvinnn!!! And The Chip-
munks
15:47 Rabbids: Invasion
15:55 The Fairly OddParents
16:17 Bunsen Is A Beast
16:39 T.U.F.F. Puppy
17:00 Hey Arnold!
17:24 Get Blake
17:45 Toon Marty
17:56 The Legend Of Korra
18:19 The Legend Of Korra
18:42 Mysticons
19:03 Harvey Beaks
19:26 Rabbids: Invasion
19:41 Alvinnn!!! And The Chip-
munks
19:53 Alvinnn!!! And The Chip-
munks
20:07 SpongeBob SquarePants
20:30 Bunsen Is A Beast
20:52 Welcome To The Wayne
21:13 The Fairly OddParents
21:35 Pig Goat Banana Cricket
22:00 SpongeBob SquarePants
22:22 Toon Marty
22:33 Toon Marty
22:44 Teenage Mutant Ninja Tur-
tles
23:06 Teenage Mutant Ninja Tur-
tles
23:28 Mysticons
23:50 Harvey Beaks

01:00 WWE Wal300ha
01:30 ABB Formula-E Street Rac-
ers
02:00 Live NCAA Basketball
04:40 Live NCAA Basketball
07:00 Monster Energy AMA Su-
percross Highlights
09:00 Amsoil Arenacross
10:00 Night Of The Jumps
11:00 This Week In WWE
11:30 WWE Wal300ha
12:00 WWE Bottom Line
13:00 WWE Afterburn
14:00 Amsoil Arenacross
15:00 WWE Wal300ha
15:30 Formula Drift Highlights
16:00 Formula Drift Insider
16:30 World Of X Games
17:00 WWE Wal300ha
17:30 Monster Energy AMA Su-
percross Highlights
19:30 Formula Drift Highlights
20:00 WWE Experience
21:00 WWE Wal300ha
21:30 WWE Bottom Line
22:30 WWE Afterburn
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Afghanistan 0093
Albania 00355
Algeria 00213
Andorra 00376
Angola 00244
Anguilla 001264
Antiga 001268
Argentina 0054
Armenia 00374
Australia 0061
Austria 0043
Bahamas 001242
Bahrain 00973
Bangladesh 00880
Barbados 001246
Belarus 00375
Belgium 0032
Belize 00501
Benin 00229
Bermuda 001441
Bhutan 00975
Bolivia 00591
Bosnia 00387
Botswana 00267
Brazil 0055
Brunei 00673
Bulgaria 00359
Burkina 00226
Burundi 00257
Cambodia 00855
Cameroon 00237
Canada 001
Cape Verde 00238
Cayman Islands 001345
Central African Republic 00236
Chad 00235
Chile 0056
China 0086
Colombia 0057
Comoros 00269
Congo 00242
Cook Islands 00682
Costa Rica 00506
Croatia 00385
Cuba 0053
Cyprus 00357
Cyprus (Northern) 0090392
Czech Republic 00420
Denmark 0045
Diego Garcia 00246
Djibouti 00253
Dominica 001767
Dominican Republic 001809
Ecuador 00593
Egypt 0020
El Salvador 00503
England (UK) 0044
Equatorial Guinea 00240
Eritrea 00291
Estonia 00372
Ethiopia 00251
Falkland Islands 00500
Faroe Islands 00298
Fiji 00679
Finland 00358
France 0033
French Guiana 00594
French Polynesia 00689
Gabon 00241
Gambia 00220
Georgia 00995
Germany 0049
Ghana 00233
Gibraltar 00350
Greece 0030
Greenland 00299
Grenada 001473
Guadeloupe 00590
Guam 001671
Guatemala 00502
Guinea 00224
Guyana 00592
Haiti 00509
Holland (Netherlands)0031
Honduras 00504
Hong Kong 00852
Hungary 0036
Ibiza (Spain) 0034
Iceland 00354
India 0091
Indian Ocean 00873
Indonesia 0062
Iran 0098
Iraq 00964
Ireland 00353
Italy 0039
Ivory Coast 00225
Jamaica 001876
Japan 0081

Jordan 00962
Kazakhstan 007
Kenya 00254
Kiribati 00686
Kuwait 00965
Kyrgyzstan 00996
Laos 00856
Latvia 00371
Lebanon 00961
Liberia 00231
Libya 00218
Lithuania 00370
Luxembourg 00352
Macau 00853
Macedonia 00389
Madagascar 00261
Majorca 0034
Malawi 00265
Malaysia 0060
Maldives 00960
Mali 00223
Malta 00356
Marshall Islands 00692
Martinique 00596
Mauritania 00222
Mauritius 00230
Mayotte 00269
Mexico 0052
Micronesia 00691
Moldova 00373
Monaco 00377
Mongolia 00976
Montserrat 001664
Morocco 00212
Mozambique 00258
Myanmar (Burma) 0095
Namibia 00264
Nepal 00977
Netherlands (Holland)0031
Netherlands Antilles 00599
New Caledonia 00687
New Zealand 0064
Nicaragua 00505
Nigar 00227
Nigeria 00234
Niue 00683
Norfolk Island 00672
Northern Ireland (UK)0044
North Korea 00850
Norway 0047
Oman 00968
Pakistan 0092
Palau 00680
Panama 00507
Papua New Guinea 00675
Paraguay 00595
Peru 0051
Philippines 0063
Poland 0048
Portugal 00351
Puerto Rico 001787
Qatar 00974
Romania 0040
Russian Federation 007
Rwanda 00250
Saint Helena 00290
Saint Kitts 001869
Saint Lucia 001758
Saint Pierre 00508
Saint Vincent 001784
Samoa US 00684
Samoa West 00685
San Marino 00378
Sao Tone 00239
Saudi Arabia 00966
Scotland (UK) 0044
Senegal 00221
Seychelles 00284
Sierra Leone 00232
Singapore 0065
Slovakia 00421
Slovenia 00386
Solomon Islands 00677
Somalia 00252
South Africa 0027
South Korea 0082
Spain 0034
Sri Lanka 0094
Sudan 00249
Suriname 00597
Swaziland 00268
Sweden 0046
Switzerland 0041
Syria 00963
Taiwan 00886
Tanzania 00255
Thailand 0066
Toga 00228
Tonga 00676

Aries, making suggestions or providing input on an assignment
seems impossible as you re frequently cut off by a rude coworker; keeping your
thoughts to yourself is probably best in this instance. Unhappiness or discontent
in your personal life demands your attention; looking for and finding solutions
could seem hopeless, but you never know what s just around the corner. Be pa-
tient and let things unfold as they will; you could do more harm than good if you
push too hard. You pick up on the vibes of those around you. Communicating
with others comes easily; use this to get your message across regarding a sen-
sitive situation. Spontaneity can sometimes create problems but today it sets you
free. A quiet evening brings this busy day to a nice close, Aries.

Aries (March 21-April 19)

Taurus, making peace with a decision makes your world much
better. Finding a safe haven from the world gives you the space to think and plan.
New information requires your full attention. You could back away from a certain
aspect of your job you have wanted to leave behind for some time. A new dis-
covery of an alternative way to do something catches on and could actually make
you a hero or heroine of sorts; if you don t believe this, just watch! Someone who
could be disabled asks for your help on a legal matter you have knowledge about.
You could be in the market for a new residence that fits your lifestyle. A new
friend turns out to be very helpful in finishing a difficult project. Later, you find
that you attract positive energy as needed, Taurus. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Gemini, making changes to yourself and your home are in full
swing! Variety in some specific areas are quite pleasing; you do everything in
your power to rid yourself of a boring situation. You re busy and are able to ex-
perience some things you have been curious about for a long time. Now s the
time to pursue a new job or to move upward in the one you have now; a new dy-
namic attitude is noticed by all. You re in a very talkative mood and may have to
mind your tongue with a certain troublemaker. The best direction for you to go
is clear and obviously positive. You have reached a period of reaching important
goals; the work you have done over the years on self-improvement pay off now!
A sensual evening with a sweetheart for you, sweet Gemini. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Cancer, you re caught up in an emotional whirlwind that could put
you in a bad position as you can see both sides of the coin. Being busy and in
touch with people of different backgrounds brings satisfaction. Support for your
thoughts and actions is high in your environment. Intuitive energy surrounds you
when someone tells you something that s simply not true; listen to what you re
being told on a spiritual level. Having your finger on the pulse of things feels right
as you need to make an important choice. You may find that you re interested in
a new person on an intimate level; this could also indicate a deepening of a current
relationship, but either way romance is likely. Follow your heart after you re sure
you understand what it s saying, Cancer.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Leo, you seem to float above any problems in your environment;
the further away the better as far as you re concerned. You don t accept any ex-
cuses for foolishness regarding an assignment. Being kept in the loop is important
as you want to be in the center of everything; you strive to see the big picture.
You enjoy developing a positive habit that replaces a negative one; you seem to
actually like change and modifications. Even with the changes going on with you,
it s still difficult to control your temper with certain people who know how to
push your buttons. You become annoyed when someone challenges your author-
ity. With the end of a project in sight you could decide to celebrate. Remember,
you have entered a period of vast emotional change, Leo. 

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Virgo, you walk a line between two sides of an argument; diplo-
macy is good, but it becomes difficult when you see both sides of the coin. You
remove yourself from an unpleasant situation. You enjoy being in the middle of
something new and innovative; you continue to respect tradition while adding to
it. You turn a cold shoulder to someone who criticizes you on a personal level;
sometimes the only way to deal with someone like this is to get as far away as
you can. You have entered a phase of lucky outcomes and it seems that you attain
material and mental abundance almost without effort. Make hay while the sun
shines! Someone looks to you for help that only you can give. You love to give,

but tonight, dear Virgo, you find yourself on the receiving end, Virgo. 

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

Libra, your mind is open to new paths and thinking that could
create positive changes. Take care not to collapse yourself into some new ideas
you come across; a slow, steady pace works far, far better. A strong desire to
stay in touch with someone could become distracting but something drives you
toward this; concentrate and you could discover exactly what s motivating you.
Some frustration with a certain project that just won t seem to end could throw
you into a bad mood. Your focus is on the outcome when, perhaps, it should be
on the journey; the latter is the way you normally view these things. You may
find that you re experiencing a recurring dream that could puzzle you to a point
of causing anxiety; delving into this reveals the meaning you seek, Libra.

Libra (September 23-October 22)

Scorpio, a busy schedule keeps you in the thick of things where
you find opportunities to learn about innovative ideas. New trends could bring
changes in the way you do business. You long for new information regarding
someone or something they re doing. You could find yourself at a loss for words
when someone confronts you with something from the past. Your in-born psy-
chic abilities are at the fore and may actually serve to help you avoid something
dangerous or perhaps unpleasant. Understanding someone close gives them en-
couragement and maybe even hope! A phone call lets you know about some-
thing you ordered. Being pleasant when others aren’t sets you apart from the
crowd. Shopping for new accessories or a new outfit are indicated, Scorpio.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

Sagittarius, your moods and opinions are in a period of major
transition. Your tendency is to be diplomatic; this can become a problem when
you can see both sides of one story involving close friends. New habits are tak-
ing hold and you re now seeing results. Your tastes change like the weather, va-
riety is what you crave. Spring fever strikes and you answer the strong urge to
clean, to throw out old unused items; you re aware of silly sentimental value.
Loved ones grow more dear during this cycle and you find fulfillment here. Liv-
ing among familiar people and things appeal to you strongly now. You receive
an exciting proposition you seriously consider. We all have control of creating
our own fate by making choices and taking certain directions, Sagittarius.

Capricorn, your moods and attitudes change like the wind as you
move into a new phase indicating transitions. New styles, habits, thoughts, ideas
all things are in line for growth in different directions. You have come into a fas-
cinating time of vast self-change. Any abundance you desire can be gotten if
you so choose; this is a fact. You may have to consciously apply the breaks or
you could cross some lines you shouldn’t; this could be difficult during a time
such as this one. Someone cries on your shoulder and this could cause you some
worry for them. A very quick meeting of the minds brings forth a decision. Watch
that you don t allow work to overtake your every free moment; this could cause
problems. You want to get out of the house, of the old routine in general, and

you might attend a function that could become uncomfortable, Capricorn. 

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Pisces, you are in the mood for good times. Romance is very
likely now and this could mean a new, exciting relationship is on the way or you
re going to explore new ways to fire up your current one! You could accuse
yourself of suffering from add as you struggle to keep your mind on the tasks at
hand. A sense of listless wandering is prominent as you dive into a new project
that seems to be in total disorder. Someone more senior may insist on doing
something their way; everyone knows it won’t work. Your good common sense
helps avoid an unpleasant situation. Emotional change is certain whether you
want it or not. Staying on track with trending news keeps you aware of change
in the world, you re enjoying the change in you, too, Pisces.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Aquarius, you may wake up on the wrong side of the bed, so to
speak. You could experience being overly sensitive and unwilling to cooperate;
a sense of being disconnected could be telling you to take some time to yourself!
Being stubborn and refusing to see the other side could be getting old; looking
at it differently may change things for you. Go in and try this! When certain
thoughts or ideas pop into your head, it s much easier to remember them when
written down. Feeling aloof helps you step back for a broader view of a situation
you re called on to make a judgment call; you can see the correct answer clearly!
You seem more able to get your tasks done alone. Looking inward tells you
something about yourself. Peace and love to you, Aquarius.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

COUNTRY CODES
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PARIS: British scientists on Wednesday unveiled a
next-generation wearable brain scanner that can be
donned like a helmet and allows patients to move
freely while being scanned, potentially revolutioniz-
ing neural care for children and the elderly. Re-
searchers hailed the “transformative” imaging
set-up, which for the first time gave them access to
brain activity while patients make natural move-
ments, including nodding, stretching and even play-
ing ping pong. “It gives us a new kind of brain
scanner that allows us to study things we’ve never
been able to study before and people who have
never been able to be scanned in a neuro-imaging
environment-patients from groups like children for
example,” said Professor Gareth Barnes from Uni-
versity College London, who worked on the project. 

Current magneto encephalography (MEG) scan-
ners use sensors to measure the brain’s magnetic
field that need to be kept extremely cold-minus 269
Celsius, or close to absolute zero-requiring bulky
cooling technology. They typically weigh around half
a ton and patients must remain perfectly still to not
disrupt the brain images produced.  This makes it
hard to scan patients who are unable to stay immo-
bile for long periods, such as young children or those
with movement disorders like Parkinson’s disease. 

The new scanner, developed by researchers from
UCL and the University of Nottingham, does away
with the need for cooling by using state-of-the-art
“quantum” brain sensors, which represent two giant
leaps in scanning technology.  “These can be
mounted directly onto the scalp surface so we can

bring them into much closer proximity to the brain
and that increases the amount of signal that we get,”
said Matthew Brookes, associate professor at the
University of Nottingham.  “They’re also very light,
which means we can put them on the scalp surface
and the subjects can move their head around whilst
they are being scanned.”

‘Earlier treatment, earlier diagnosis’
In a paper published in the journal Nature, sci-

entists from the two universities showed patients
performing a range of physical movements while the
scanner helmet took images of their brain’s magnetic
field. They were able to measure vast differences in
electrical activity in certain areas of the brain de-
pending on the activity performed-be that playing

table tennis or sipping a cup of tea. 
“We can get a full image of what the magnetic

field looks like outside the brain,” said Brookes, al-
lowing researchers to see which areas of the brain
fire up as patients do different tasks. In order to gain
a clear view of the brain’s electrical signals, the team
first had to develop a system of electromagnetic
coils that cancelled out the Earth’s natural magnetic
field around the patient.

The new technology-which is highly customiz-
able and can fit over children’s heads as well as
adults’-could revolutionize the way doctors and sur-
geons treat patients suffering from neurological dis-
orders. “We think these sensors will help the
surgeons better target where they operate and
speed up the process,” Barnes said. —AFP

Wearable brain scanner is game changer for neural care
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PARIS: An illustration picture taken yesterday in Paris shows a close-up of the Facebook logo in the eye of an AFP collaborator posing while she looks at a flipped logo of Facebook. —AFP

SAN FRANCISCO/LONDON: As Facebook reels
from the scandal over hijacked personal data, a move-
ment to quit the social network has gathered momen-
tum, getting a boost from a high-profile co-founder of
the WhatsApp messaging service acquired by the
huge social network in 2014.

“It is time. #deletefacebook,” Brian Acton said in
a tweet, using the hashtag protesting the handling of
the crisis by the world’s biggest social network. The
WhatsApp co-founder, who now works at the rival
messaging application Signal, posted the comment
amid a growing uproar over revelations that Facebook
data was harvested by a British political consulting
firm linked to Donald Trump’s presidential campaign.

“Delete and forget. It’s time to care about pri-
vacy,” he said.

Several websites offered tips on how to quit Face-
book, while noting that the process is more compli-
cated than it appears. 

Facebook offers users the option to “deacti-
vate” an account for users who want to take a
break and return later, or to “delete” the account
and its data entirely.

Meanwhile, Facebook chief Mark Zuckerberg has
vowed to “step up” to fix problems at the social media
giant, as it fights a snowballing scandal over the hijack-
ing of personal data from millions of its users.

“We have a responsibility to protect your data, and
if we can’t then we don’t deserve to serve you,”
Zuckerberg said Wednesday in his first public com-
ments on the harvesting of Facebook user data by a
British firm linked to President Donald Trump’s 2016
campaign.

Zuckerberg announced new steps to rein in the
leakage of data to outside developers and third-party
apps, while giving users more control over their infor-
mation through a special toolbar.

“This was a major breach of trust and I’m really
sorry that this happened,” Zuckerberg said in a tele-
vised interview with CNN.

“Our responsibility now is to make sure this doesn’t
happen again.”

Zuckerberg said he will testify before Congress if
he is the person at Facebook best placed to answer
their questions, and that he is not opposed to regulat-
ing internet titans such as the social network.

“I am actually not sure we shouldn’t be regulated,”
the Facebook co-founder and chief told CNN. The
scandal erupted when a whistleblower revealed that
British data consultant Cambridge Analytica had cre-
ated psychological profiles on 50 million Facebook
users via a personality prediction app, created by a
researcher named Aleksandr Kogan.

The app was downloaded by 270,000 people, but

also scooped up their friends’ data without consent-
as was possible under Facebook’s rules at the time.
Facebook says it discovered last week that Cambridge
Analytica may not have deleted the data as it certified. 

Britain’s culture minister said yesterday that Face-
book chief Mark Zuckerberg’s plan to fix problems at
the world’s biggest social media network did not go
far enough. A scandal erupted last weekend when a
whistleblower revealed that British data consultant
Cambridge Analytica (CA) had created psychological
profiles on 50 million Facebook users via a personality
prediction app. 

Matt Hancock, Britain’s minister for culture and
digital, said it should not be down to companies such
as Facebook to set their own rules on data privacy.

“Zuckerberg has apologized and said that they are
going to make some changes, but frankly I don’t think
those changes go far enough,” he told BBC radio.

‘Breach of trust’ 
“This was a breach of trust between Kogan, Cam-

bridge Analytica and Facebook,” Zuckerberg wrote in
a post at the social network.

“But it was also a breach of trust between Face-
book and the people who share their data with us and
expect us to protect it.” “We need to fix that.”

Separately, in an interview with The New York

Times, Zuckerberg said that even if the platform cuts
developer access to Facebook data, as it plans to do,
“there’s still this issue of: Are there other Cambridge
Analyticas out there, or other Kogans”.

He also said that since the 2016 US election, Face-
book has taken steps that make it harder for foreign
governments to interfere in elections.

But, he added, “we need to make sure that we up
our game” ahead of the US midterm elections in No-
vember because Russia and other states are going to
get more sophisticated when it comes to meddling.
Zuckerberg’s apology followed another day of dam-
aging accusations against the world’s biggest social
network as calls mounted for investigations on both
sides of the Atlantic.

Max Schrems, a Vienna-based activist who has
brought online data protection cases before European
courts, told AFP he complained to the Irish Data Pro-
tection Authority in 2011 about the controversial data
harvesting methods. Yesterday, Britain’s culture and
digital minister Matt Hancock said it should not be
down to companies such as Facebook to set their own
rules on data privacy.

The British firm has maintained it did not use Face-
book data in the Trump campaign, but its now-sus-
pended CEO boasted in secret recordings that his
company was deeply involved in the race. —AFP

#DeleteFacebook movement gathers momentum
Zuckerberg apologizes but Britain says FB must go further

US spending deal clinched, 
could avert govt shutdown

China raises a key market 
rate, following Fed’s move 41
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WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump was poised to unveil
sanctions against China yesterday for what he called the theft of
US intellectual property, fueling fears of a trade war as Beijing
vowed to retaliate. White House spokesman Raj Shah told AFP
that Trump will announce actions following an “investigation into
China’s state-led, market-distorting efforts to force, pressure, and
steal US technologies and intellectual property.”

According to his schedule, released by the White House on
Wednesday evening, he will sign “a Presidential Memorandum
targeting China’s economic aggression.”

The Chinese commerce ministry issued a pre-emptive warning,
saying in a statement yesterday that Beijing “will certainly take all
necessary measures to resolutely defend its legitimate rights and
interests”. It is just weeks since Trump short-circuited White
House deliberations and announced a raft of sanctions on foreign-
produced steel and aluminum off the cuff.

That move prompted the resignation of top economic advisor
Gary Cohn, a global stock market selloff, legal disputes and
threats of retaliatory measures. On Wednesday, Federal Reserve
Chairman Jerome Powell warned that the prospect of a trade war
was a growing threat to the world’s largest economy. Chinese Pre-
mier Li Keqiang urged Trump on Tuesday to not act “emotionally,”
but the impulsive president is showing no sign of backing down.

US Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer recently put a sep-
arate proposed package of $30 billion in tariffs on Chinese im-
ports on the president’s desk.

And Trump appears to have agreed to at least that amount, as
he tries to fulfil campaign promises to get tough on “cheating” by
US trade partners, which he says have destroyed American jobs.

The US trade deficit with China ran to a record $375 billion
last year-but US exports to the country were also at a record.
Washington has long accused Beijing of forcing US companies to
turn over proprietary commercial information and intellectual
property as a condition of operating in China.

Trump claims to have built up a generally good relationship
with his Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping whom he has praised for
his role in pressuring North Korea over its nuclear program. How-
ever, the trade dispute threatens to cast a pall over those relations,
especially given the recent warnings from Beijing.

A laundry list of grievances 
A senior official in Lighthizer’s office said Wednesday that the

Clinton, Bush and Obama administrations had attempted over the
decades to coax China into respecting market economics and
trade liberalization, but had all failed. The Trump administration
opened an investigation last August, acting on a series of allega-

tions against China, including that as a condition of doing busi-
ness, Beijing forces US companies to enter joint ventures and
transfer technology and trade secrets to domestic partners, and
that American firms are not able to license intellectual property
in China as freely as Chinese companies.

US officials also allege China has hacked US networks and
conducted industrial espionage to steal US intellectual property.
Xi sent his top economic advisor Liu He to Washington this month
to discuss trade tensions, but the US official said that at no point
had the Chinese made a constructive proposal.

“Certainly by November, the background was such that offi-
cials in China had reason to know about the concerns we’ve
raised... At least, as of today the administration has not been sat-
isfied with the types of responses we’ve been getting from China,”
the senior official in Lighthizer’s office said, speaking on condition
of anonymity in a briefing to reporters.

“Obviously the president will have the final say in terms of
what we end up doing here.”

“As a general matter, we do have very strong evidence that
China uses foreign ownership restrictions such as joint venture
requirements and foreign equity limitations to require or pressure
technology transfer from US companies to Chinese entities,” he
added.—AFP

Trump prepares China trade 
curbs, Beijing vows retaliation

White House to probe China’s alleged economic aggression

Eurozone business 
boom eases off but 
growth still solid
LONDON: Eurozone businesses rounded off the first quarter of
2018 with their slowest growth in over a year - and much weaker
than expected - as new business took another hit from a stub-
bornly strong euro, a survey showed.

The euro zone’s economic boom had already paused in Feb-
ruary and a Reuters poll earlier this month said growth had
peaked, in news that may concern the European Central Bank as
it looks to move away from an ultra-loose monetary policy.

There is also a risk the slowdown could be widespread as
growth rates in Germany and France both eased back this month,
according to IHS Markit’s Flash Purchasing Managers’ surveys,
with German business confidence waning. Global growth has
been strong so far this year. But political uncertainty and the
threat of trade skirmishes after the United States imposed tariffs
on trade and aluminum imports means a slowdown may not be far
away. Yet that didn’t deter the US Federal Reserve from raising
interest rates again on Wednesday and forecasting at least two
more hikes this year. The ECB isn’t expected to increase borrow-
ing costs until next year. According to the ECB’s regular economic
bulletin published on Thursday, the euro zone economy is enjoy-
ing robust growth and may even outperform expectations in the
near term. That in turn has pushed up the euro against the dollar.

“Fed policy tightening should stem upward pressure on the
euro this year while a modest fiscal boost and an easing of fears
about protectionism should help to support the German economy
in particular over the quarters ahead,” said Jennifer McKeown at
Capital Economics.

The Bank of England is expected to keep policy unchanged
later on Thursday but appears to be teeing markets up for an in-
terest rate hike in May.

BoE policymakers may be relieved for now that London has
agreed to a transition deal with Brussels to leave trade relations
between Britain and the European Union unchanged until the end

of 2020 after its departure next year. A further recovery in pay
growth, according to separate official data published on Wednes-
day, was also interpreted as a sign the BoE is on course to raise
rates in May when it publishes its next set of economic forecasts.

Still a healthy rate 
While the eurozone’s racing economy may have taken its feet

off the pedals, growth remained strong.  The flash composite PMI,
seen as a good guide to economic health, remained comfortably
above the 50 mark that divides growth from contraction.

IHS Markit said the data pointed to robust first-quarter GDP
growth of 0.7 percent, a touch faster than the 0.6 percent rate
predicted in a Reuters poll.

However, the indicator did slump to 55.3 this month, far below
all forecasts in a Reuters poll which had predicted a more modest
dip to 56.7 from February’s final reading of 57.1. 

“Even though the decline in the composite PMI seems quite
dramatic, the immediate impact on the economy remains limited.
Today’s data indicates a slowing of momentum, but still corre-
sponds to healthy growth rates,” said Bert Colijn at ING.

But he too pointed to the strong currency as a concern. “Ex-
port orders weakened quite markedly as well, a first sign that the
stronger euro and global political uncertainty are dampening
some of the eurozone growth potential.”—Reuters

EU leaders to weigh 
how to talk trade 
with Trump as 
tariffs loom
BRUSSELS: EU leaders will consider on how best to enter
trade dialogue with US President Donald Trump, whose
planned tariffs on steel and aluminum have threatened to trig-
ger a trade war. The United States is set to begin charging im-
port duties of 25 percent on steel and 10 percent on aluminium
on Friday, although it appears to be ready at the last minute
to consider exemptions beyond those already granted to
Canada and Mexico. EU leaders are due to meet at 2 p.m.
(1300 GMT), after European Trade Commissioner Cecilia
Malmstrom’s return from talks with US Commerce Security
Wilbur Ross and U.S. Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer
on securing an EU exemption.

She briefed EU ambassadors and the European Parliament
on Thursday morning, before the summit, indicating there was
a willingness to find a solution to avert a trade war.

Malmstrom told lawmakers she was hopeful the United
States would exempt the European Union from metals tariffs.
Trump is expected to make an announcement on trade later,
with Chinese imports targeted. “It is the president who de-
cides this... but we expect that Secretary Ross will recommend
that the EU is excluded as a whole,” she told the trade com-
mittee of the parliament. Lighthizer told the US Ways and
Means Committee that the United States was in talks with the
European Union, Argentina and Australia on granting possible
exemptions to metals tariffs, and hoped to settle the issue by
the end of April.—Reuters

BUENOS AIRES: French Economy Minister Bruno Le Maire delivers a
speech during a press conference during the G20 meeting of Finance
Ministers and Central Bank Governors, in Buenos Aires. — AFP
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UK retail sales 
jump in Feb as
inflation slows 
LONDON: British retail sales jumped in Feb-
ruary, further adding to the case for the Bank
of England to raise interest rates in May even
if March’s heavy snowfall is likely to take a
chunk out of growth in the first quarter of 2018.
British consumers have been squeezed for the
past year by a big rise in inflation. But Febru-
ary’s data suggested a turning point was near
as the cost of goods in stores rose at the slow-
est pace in over a year.

Retail sales volumes rose 0.8 percent from
January, the Office for National Statistics said
on Thursday, above the consensus forecast in
a Reuters poll of economists for a monthly
rise of 0.4 percent. Sales in January dropped
0.2 percent.

“Not a sparkling result for Britain’s retail-
ers in February, but a marked improvement
from the start of the year,” said Ian Gilmartin,
a banker at Barclays who focuses on the retail
sector.

Sterling rose slightly against the US dollar
immediately after the figures to touch a fresh
seven-week high. Still, looking at the three
months to February, which smoothes out
monthly volatility in the data, sales fell 0.4 per-
cent - the weakest growth in nearly a year -
after a big drop in sales in December. 

There is a risk of a further downturn in
March, when snow storms brought widespread
disruption across Britain. Britain’s economy un-
derperformed its rivals last year as higher in-
flation - caused by the fall in the pound since
the Brexit vote in June 2016 - hurt consumers’
spending power.

The Bank of England, which is due to an-
nounce its March policy decision at 1200 GMT,
expects the consumer squeeze to ease in 2018
as inflation cools and wage growth ticks higher.

Capital Economics said yesterday figures
suggested retail was likely to drag on economic
growth over the first three months of 2018 but
other measures of spending were turning a
corner.

The data showed retail prices rose in Feb-
ruary by 2.5 percent year-on-year, the smallest
increase since January 2017. Most economists
polled by Reuters think the BoE will raise in-
terest rates in May for only the second time
since the financial crisis, spurred partly by a re-
covery in pay growth. —Reuters

PARIS: Teachers, train conductors and airline
controllers walked off the job across France
yesterday, disrupting transport and public serv-
ices in a test of public anger with President Em-
manuel Macron’s reform drive. While unions
have struggled to rally crowds over the past
months, this is the first protest against Macron
bringing together public sector workers and
railway staff, potentially spelling trouble for the
government ahead of a rolling rail strike.

“It’s a real mess this morning,” Didier Samba,
who missed his morning commuter train to the
suburbs and had more
than one hour’s wait for
the next, said at Paris’
Gare du Nord station.

The strike was ex-
pected to lead to the
cancellation of 60 per-
cent of fast trains, 75
percent of inter-city
trains and about 30 per-
cent of Paris airports’
flights throughout the day. Unions said one in
four primary schools were on strike, while elec-
tricity generation dropped by over three gi-
gawatts (GW), the equivalent of three nuclear
reactors, as gas and electricity sector workers
joined the strike.

Some 150 protest marches are scheduled, in-
cluding two rallies starting at around 1300 GMT
in Paris.  Opinion polls show a paradox: a ma-
jority of voters back the strike but an even big-

ger majority back the reforms, including cutting
the number of public sector workers and intro-
ducing merit-based pay. That has led the gov-
ernment, which overhauled labor laws last year
and is also crafting a series of other sensitive re-
forms including of unemployment insurance, to
say it will stand by its plans, while keeping a
close eye on protests. 

On Tuesday, following a retirees’ march,
Prime Minister Edouard Philippe said the gov-
ernment would change tack for the poorest
100,000 out of 7 million pensioners concerned

by a tax hike, in a sign
that a government that
prides itself on being
firm on reforms can
make exceptions.

“What we need to
avoid is that all the
grievances fuse together,
as was the case in 1995,”
a government official
said, referring to France’s

biggest strike in decades, which forced the gov-
ernment of the time to withdraw reforms after
striking public and private sector workers re-
ceived huge popular support.

“The situation is very different from 1995. At
the time there was a big discrepancy with what
the government had promised during the elec-
tions and what they eventually did.” 

Public sector workers are angry with plans
to cut public sector headcount by 120,000 by

2022, including with voluntary redundancies,
and introduce other reforms including merit-
based pay.

Railway workers are worried by government
plans to scrap job-for-life guarantees, automatic
annual pay rises and generous early retirement.

“Discontent and worry are spreading very
quickly,” said Jean-Marc Canon of UGFF-CGT,
one of the largest public sector’s unions.

While rail workers have planned a three-
month rolling strike starting April 3, public sec-

tor workers have no plan yet for further labor
action but they will meet next week to decide
on any possible move.

Yesterday’s strike, and the government’s re-
action, will be a test, said Laurent Berger, the
head of France’s largest union, CFDT. “Either
they (the government) listen to us and it will
have been just a warning shot, or they don’t lis-
ten to us and then, let me tell you that public
sector workers are very mobilised,” he told RTL
radio. —Reuters

Public sector, rail workers 
strike in test for Macron

Primary schools closed, power generation down in France

Workers angry 
at plans to cut 

headcount PARIS: Workers hold a banner during a demonstration yesterday in Paris as part of a nationwide day of protest
against French president multi-front reform drive. —AFP

Threat of 
protectionism 
pushes down
German 
business morale
BERLIN: German business confidence dete-
riorated for a second straight month in
March, dropping to its lowest level in nearly
a year, as managers in Europe’s largest econ-
omy became more concerned about the rising
threat of protectionism. 

The Munich-based Ifo economic institute
said yesterday that its business climate
index, based on a monthly survey of some
7,000 companies, fell to 114.7 from 115.4 in
February.

The reading, an 11-month low, undershot
the expectations of analysts polled by
Reuters, whose consensus forecast was 114.8.
“The threat of protectionism is dampening
the mood in the German economy,” Ifo chief
Clemens Fuest said.

German managers were less satisfied
with their current business situation, which
nevertheless remained at a high level, Ifo

said. Firms were also less upbeat about the
coming months.

“The protectionism debate is leaving its
mark,” Ifo economist Klaus Wohlrabe told
Reuters, adding that export expectations fell
to their lowest levels in more than a year.

Unicredit economist Andreas Rees said
US trade policies had increased uncertainty.
“But there’ll be robust growth in the months
ahead - even if the German economy proba-
bly has surpassed its peak,” Rees said. A sec-
tor breakdown of the Ifo figures showed the
main drag came from retailing and manufac-
turing. Business sentiment improved in con-
struction.

The Ifo data chimed with HIS Markit’s lat-
est survey among purchasing managers,
which showed growth in Germany’s private
sector lost a little steam in March as factory
output slowed.

HIS Markit economist Chris Williamson
said that the outlook for exporters had been
clouded by US President Donald Trump’s de-
cision to impose import tariffs on steel and
aluminum, as well as the recent appreciation
of the euro. However, the overall high read-
ings of the PMI survey also suggested that
Germany’s upswing is likely to continue.

“We’ll probably see a strong first quarter
with a growth rate of around 0.7 percent,”
Williamson said. This compares with a
growth rate of 0.6 percent on the quarter in
the last three months of 2017. —Reuters
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SHANGHAI: China gingerly raised a key short-
term interest rate yesterday following the US
Federal Reserve Bank’s move overnight, in a
symbolic reminder that Beijing is keeping an
eye on global market trends even as it cracks
down on financial risks at home.

The People’s Bank of China (PBOC) said it
had increased the rate on 7-day reverse repur-
chase agreements by 5 basis points (bps) to
2.55 percent. Reverse repos are one of its most
commonly used tools to control liquidity in the
financial system.

The Fed raised US
interest rates by 25 bps,
or a quarter of a per-
centage point, on
Wednesday and fore-
cast at least two more
hikes for 2018. The
PBOC’s move had been
widely expected and
was its first major pol-
icy decision under new
Governor Yi Gang, who was appointed by par-
liament on Monday as part of a sweeping
reshuffle of China’s cabinet under ever-
stronger President Xi Jinping.

“I think it’s just a symbolic rate hike again
to avoid the China-US rate spread from
widening too much,” said Ken Cheung, senior
FX strategist at Mizuho Bank in Hong Kong.
“A 5 bps hike is enough because yuan depre-
ciation is not a big concern. And the PBOC is

refraining from lifting rates aggressively amid
the regulation reform and benign inflation
pressure.”

The news prompted Chinese 10-year treas-
ury futures for June delivery to rise as much as
0.3 percent to 93.475. By 0700 GMT the most
traded contract had eased to around 93.375,
up about 0.2 percent.

The PBOC also injected 10 billion yuan
($1.58 billion) into the financial system
yesterday.

Avoiding a blow-out
Many market watch-

ers had expected the
PBOC to follow a Fed
hike with a 5-10 bps in-
crease in the borrowing
cost for Chinese inter-
bank loans. That would
keep the US-China rate
differential from get-
ting too wide-which

would risk a resurgence in capital outflows
from China.

But analysts said the move was also a signal
to banks and other financial institutions that
the government is pressing ahead this year
with its campaign to reduce risks in the finan-
cial system.

Capital Economics said in a note that it be-
lieved the rate hike was an effort by the PBOC
to show it would follow the Fed to minimize

outflows and prevent a yield gap blow-out.
But the consultancy added that the PBOC

may revert to looser monetary conditions in
coming quarters if economic activity cools
more than expected.

The PBOC had similarly inched up some
rates after the Fed hiked its policy rate last
March and December. It began nudging up
short-term market rates and those of its other
liquidity tools in early 2017 as authorities’
clampdown on riskier financing practices

kicked into higher gear, but it has moved cau-
tiously to avoid a hit to the economy.

In a statement, the PBOC said the rate
increase was a normal response to the Fed’s
move that would help shape interest rate
expectations and guide “reasonable”
growth in credit.

The PBOC also raised rates on its standing
lending facility (SLF) short-term loans by 5
bps, three sources with direct knowledge of
the matter said. —Reuters

China raises a key market 
rate, following Fed’s move

PBOC says rise is normal market reaction after US rate rise

Move is first 
policy action 

under new 
PBOC governor NANTONG: This general view shows the port at Nantong in China’s eastern Jiangsu province yesterday. —AFP

Malta freezes 
Pilatus bank’s 
operations 
FRANKFURT:  Malta’s regulators have im-
posed a freeze on the business of Pilatus Bank
after its chairman’s arrest on charges of break-
ing US sanctions prompted a fresh wave of crit-
icism of the island’s authorities. Earlier this
week, the bank’s chairman Ali Sadr Hashemi
Nejad, 38, was accused in an indictment filed in
a federal court in Manhattan of involvement in
a scheme to evade US economic sanctions
against Iran, prosecutors have said.

Sadr was arrested on Monday, according to
court papers. A lawyer for Sadr has declined
to comment. That prompted criticism of the
Maltese authorities for inaction, including from
the children of a journalist murdered in Malta
last year. Daphne Caruana Galizia had re-
ported on corruption and accused Pilatus of
money laundering.

Some lawmakers had also questioned
whether Pilatus Bank, which is registered in
Malta, should keep its license.  The develop-

ments prompted new protests by anti-corrup-
tion activists outside the bank’s headquarters
near the capital of Valletta, who placed a
washing machine on a plaque marking the
opening of Pilatus Bank by Prime Minister
Joseph Muscat.

Malta’s police said the alleged sanctions
busting did not involve Maltese citizens or in-
stitutions and that no transactions passed
through Malta.

Malta’s financial supervisors nonetheless re-
sponded by imposing controls on Pilatus that
effectively freezes the bank’s business.  “The
bank has been directed not to transact any
business whatsoever,” the Malta Financial Serv-
ice Authority said in a statement, adding this
applied to “all deposits and withdrawals and
any disposal of the bank’s assets.”

It was not clear how long the controls would
stay in place. The bank has not responded to re-
quests for comment. The events unfolded after
a former employee of Pilatus, who ignited a po-
litical scandal in Malta after she became a
source for the murdered journalist, surrendered
herself to Greek police. Maltese prosecutors
have filed a European warrant for the arrest of
Maria Efimova, a Russian who left Malta for
Greece last year with her family, on suspicion
of fraud. A Greek police official said she had
been arrested at Malta’s request. —Reuters

US Fed raises
key interest rate
amid stronger
growth outlook
WASHINGTON: The Federal Reserve on
Wednesday raised the key lending rate for the
first time this year to its highest level in a
decade, citing a stronger outlook for US eco-
nomic growth.

Newly installed Fed Chairman Jerome Pow-
ell presided over his first meeting, which raised
the federal funds rate to 1.5-1.75 percent, a
move that will affect all types of loans, from
homes to cars to student debt. In his first press
conference as Fed chief, Powell pointed to the
factors that have boosted the economic out-
look in recent months, including “more stimu-
lative” fiscal policy, in the wake of the massive
tax cuts Congress passed in December.

In addition, he said “ongoing job gains are
boosting incomes and confidence (and) for-
eign growth is on a firm trajectory.”

That likely caused Fed officials to signal
they expect a slightly more aggressive path
for rate increases next year. Still, Powell told
reporters that even with rising interest rates,
the world’s largest economy is “healthier

than it has been since before the financial
crisis. It’s a healthier economy than it has
been in 10 years.”

However, he also acknowledged that central
bankers now consider the prospects of a
global trade war as a “more prominent risk” to
the economic outlook.

President Donald Trump recently an-
nounced steep tariffs on aluminum and
steel and is expected to take more tough
action against Chinese goods this week, but
Powell said officials did not specify
whether rising trade frictions could impact
growth or inflation.

In its quarterly forecasts, Fed officials proj-
ect the benchmark interest rate will end this
year at 2.1 percent, meaning two more hikes
are likely, unchanged from the December fore-
cast, but will rise to 2.9 percent at the close of
2019, implying three increases. 

That would mean one more rate increase
next year than previously expected, even
though officials do not anticipate inflation to
rise any faster. The Fed’s preferred inflation
measure is forecast barely move up to 2.0 per-
cent in 2019.

In fact, Powell said “there is no sense in the
data that we are on the cusp of an acceleration
of inflation.”  While the Fed is “very alert” to
any increases that could result from the very
low unemployment rate, which normally would
be expected to drive wage increases, “it’s not
something we observe at the present.” —AFP
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US weekly 
jobless claims
increase slightly
WASHINGTON:  The number of Americans filing
for unemployment benefits unexpectedly rose last
week, but the increase was marginal, suggesting
strong job growth in March that should underpin
consumer spending. Initial claims for state unem-
ployment benefits increased 3,000 to a seasonally
adjusted 229,000 for the week ended March 17,
the Labor Department said yesterday. Data for the
prior week was unrevised. Claims dropped to
210,000 during the week ended Feb. 24, which was
the lowest level since December 1969. Economists
polled by Reuters had forecast claims dipping to
225,000 in the latest week. Claims have now been
below the 300,000 threshold, which is associated
with a strong labor market, for 159 straight weeks.
That is the longest such stretch since 1970, when
the labor market was much smaller. 

The labor market is considered to be near or
at full employment. The jobless rate is at a 17-year
low of 4.1 percent, not too far from the Federal Re-

serve’s forecast of 3.8 percent by the end of this
year. The US central bank raised interest rates on
Wednesday and forecast at least two more hikes
for 2018, in a vote of confidence in the economy.
The Fed said it expected that “labor market con-
ditions will remain strong.” 

The Labor Department said claims for Maine
and Colorado were estimated last week. It also
said claims-taking procedures in Puerto Rico and
the Virgin Islands had still not returned to normal
after the territories were devastated by Hurricanes
Irma and Maria last year.

The four-week moving average of initial
claims, viewed as a better measure of labor market
trends as it irons out week-to-week volatility, rose
2,250 to 223,750 last week. The claims data cov-
ered the survey period for March nonfarm pay-
rolls. The four-week average of claims fell 1,750
between the February and March survey periods,
suggesting another month of solid job gains. The
economy created 313,000 jobs in February. Econ-
omists are optimistic that tightening labor market
conditions will start boosting wage growth in the
second half of this year. That should help to sup-
port consumer spending, which slowed at the start
of the year. 

The claims report also showed the number of
people receiving benefits after an initial week of
aid declined 57,000 to 1.83 million in the week
ended March 10.  —Reuters

WASHINGTON: US congressional budget nego-
tiators said on Wednesday they had reached a deal
on federal spending for the remainder of fiscal
2018, two days before a deadline to fund the gov-
ernment or risk a shutdown.

The $1.3 trillion spending bill was hailed by
House Speaker Paul Ryan, Congress’s top Repub-
lican, as marking “the beginning of a new era for
the United States military,” while Senate Minority
Leader Chuck Schumer said it would fulfill Demo-
cratic goals. “This critical funding bill fulfills our
pledge to rebuild the nation’s military,” Ryan said. 

“It also addresses
many of our national pri-
orities, such as school
safety, infrastructure, and
fighting the opioid epi-
demic.” The monster
measure, backed by Pres-
ident Donald Trump
thanks in part to a last-
minute sales pitch by
Ryan at the White House
Wednesday, was introduced with precious little
time to act.  Government funding expires at mid-
night Friday night, and the House of Representa-
tives and Senate will need to scramble if both
chambers are to pass the bill and get it signed by
Trump by the deadline.

The deal signals an end-or at least a pause-to
the deeply partisan feuding over funding that has
roiled Congress for months.  Five times since Oc-
tober, lawmakers have had to pass stopgap funding

legislation to keep the government’s lights on.
Twice this year the government was allowed to slip
into shutdown.  A third lapse would be deeply em-
barrassing for a Republican-controlled Congress
facing mid-term elections in November.

The bill sets defense spending levels, including
a 2.4 percent raise for troops, at $700 billion for
the year-an increase of $61 billion over the 2017
cap.  Non-defense domestic spending will reach
$591 billion, an increase of about 10 percent.
Among the sensitive issues addressed in the bill is
gun safety, which has been the focus of prominent

national attention in the
aftermath of deadly school
shootings. Lawmakers
said it includes a provision
to strengthen compliance
with background checks
for firearm sales, and one
that reverses what has es-
sentially served as a ban
on federal research on gun
violence.  

Wall in, Obamacare funding out 
Eleventh-hour snags on multiple issues, includ-

ing immigration enforcement, border security and
health care payments nearly ground negotiations
to a halt. The bill includes nearly $1.6 billion for
construction of almost 100 miles (160 kilometers)
of physical barriers and fencing along the US-
Mexico border, part of Trump’s promised wall. But
it fails to address protections against deportation

for more than a million immigrants who arrived in
the country illegally as children, an outcome likely
to cause a clutch of Democrats to oppose passage.

“I will not vote for funding that continues
Trump’s war on immigrants,” House Democrat Luis
Gutierrez said. Another casualty of the last-minute
haggling was a bipartisan effort to fund health care
subsidies granted to insurance companies serving
low-income patients. That all but ensures that the
fiery debate over Obamacare will continue into the
November elections.

Moderate Republican Senator Susan Collins
said it was “extremely disappointing” that the pro-
vision was left out of the bill. “This proposal-which
would lower health insurance premiums by up to
40 percent-should have been included because the
stakes are so high for millions of Americans whose
insurance rates will skyrocket if Congress fails to
act,” she said. Several lawmakers began expressing
alarm that such sweeping legislation which will
touch every aspect of American life had yet to be
filed by mid-day Wednesday. —AFP

US spending deal clinched, 
could avert govt shutdown

Speaker Ryan hails $1.3 trillion spending bill

House aims 
to vote on
bill today NEW YORK: Traders work on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) after the Federal Reserve raised

interest rates, a move that investors expected on Wednesday in New York City. —AFP

Dollar, shares 
buffeted by 
trade war worries
LONDON: The threat of a global trade war
and a steady message from the Federal Re-
serve on US  interest rates pushed the dollar
to its lowest in over a month yesterday, and
took Europe’s main share markets into the red.
It was the dollar’s third decline in four sessions
and helped Britain’s pound to a six-week high
after a Bank of England policy meeting laid the
foundations for another UK rate increase in
the coming months.

The Fed raised its key rate by 25 basis
points to 1.75 percent on Wednesday and
flagged at least two more increases were likely
this year. But it stopped short of pointing to
the three that some economists had been pre-
dicting.

China also nudged up its borrowing costs
overnight, as Beijing braced for new tariffs
from US President Donald Trump on Chinese
imports worth as much as $60 billion. Not all
Fed bulls were discouraged, though. “Over the
balance of the year we do think they will move
to four hikes,” said JP Morgan Asset Manage-
ment’s Seamus Mac Gorain, highlighting the
impact of recent fiscal stimulus.

Trade tariffs were a risk but more open
economies such as Mexico or the euro zone
could be more at risk than the United States,
he said. Those jitters, plus weaker-than-ex-
pected German business confidence data,
caused European shares to fall 1 percent to a
two-week low.

US stocks were also set to open lower, with
S&P 500 futures down 0.7 percent in pre-
market trades.  Shares in tech giant Facebook
were set to fall for a third successive day after
its chief executive Mark Zuckerberg apolo-
gized for a “major breach of trust” over how it
had handled data belonging to 50 million
users. In the currency market, the British
pound hit a high of $1.4216, its highest in more
than a month. 

The Bank of England kept rates steady on
Thursday but two of its policymakers unex-
pectedly voted for an immediate rate rise, in a
statement that will boost investors’ confidence
that borrowing costs will rise in May.

Bond yields - which move inversely to price
- fell broadly.  Borrowing costs on 30-year
German debt hit their lowest level of the year.

Two-year US yields slipped to 2.305 percent
from 9 1/2-year high of 2.366 percent. The 10-
year yield fell below 2.85 percent, its biggest
move in three weeks. “The threat of protection-
ism is dampening the mood in the German econ-
omy,” said Clemens Fuest, the chief of the
Munich-based  Ifo institute, which published the
business sentiment data. —Reuters
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TEXAS: World number one Dustin Johnson
and four-time major winner Rory McIlroy
suffered surprise defeats on Wednesday as
the WGC-Dell Match Play got off to a typi-
cally unpredictable start in Texas. Austrian
Bernd Wiesberger, seeded 52nd at the tour-
nament, beat defending champion Johnson
3&1, while Peter Uihlein (57th) defeated
McIlroy (sixth) 2&1 at Austin Country Club.
In another surprise, American Julian Suri, the
lowest ranked of the 64 men in the field, beat
Australia’s world number 15 Marc Leishman,
seeded 11th, 3&2. 

McIlroy’s defeat
came three days after
he won the Arnold
Palmer Invitational with
a barnstorming final
round. The Northern
Irishman said he had
been a “little flat” early
on, though rallied late
with five consecutive
birdies to make it close before a relieved Uih-
lein closed it out with a par at the 17th. “I
made him earn it at least. I made the scoreline
a little more respectable,” McIlroy told re-
porters. “I got down early and he didn’t make
a bogey all day. So it was hard to sort of claw
my way back.” 

McIlroy and the other Wednesday losers
will get a chance to make amends over the
next two days as the tournament no longer

uses a knockout format until the weekend. The
64 players are divided into 16 groups of four,
with everyone in each pod playing each other
over the first three days. The winner of each
group advances to the final 16 and the elimi-
nation stage. Wiesberger said he played more
freely without any burden of expectation
against top seed Johnson.

“I thought it was the easiest game I could
have,” said the four-times European Tour
winner. “I’m the underdog playing the de-
fending champion, so it was just go out there

and see what happens.
“We both didn’t have a
great day. He gave
away a couple of holes
quite unexpectedly.”
American Suri was an-
other who revelled in
the underdog role. “I
like to think I play my
best with a little chip
on my shoulder,” said

Suri, who plays mainly on the European Tour
where he won the Made in Denmark tourna-
ment last August.

“A lot of people are saying congrats on
being in the field.  I don’t think any other
tournament they’d say congrats. I want to do
more than just be here and take pictures.”
Second and fourth seeds Justin Thomas and
Jordan Spieth won their contests while third
seed Jon Rahm halved with Keegan Bradley.

Two-times Masters champion Bubba Watson
made a hot start to beat South African Bran-
den Grace 5&3. “It was perfect,” Watson said
of his front nine, after racing to a 6-up lead

at the turn. “You couldn’t ask for better. He
(Grace) was under par on the front nine and
somehow I just made a few more. I felt like
McIlroy on Sunday.” —Reuters

Johnson and McIlroy lose 
on first day of Match Play

Out-of-sorts Johnson beaten by Wiesberger

Unheralded 
Suri too good 
for Leishman

TEXAS: Rory McIlroy of Northern Ireland lines up a putt on the 16th green during the first round of the World
Golf Championships-Dell Match Play at Austin Country Club on March 21, 2018 in Austin, Texas. —AFP

Shooting 
tournament
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The second day of the Late
Sheikh Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-
Sabah shooting tournament will see
shooters compete in the trap and skeet
as well as 10m pistol and rifle for both
women and men. It will also include the
official pre-event training of archery and
50m pistol and rifle. Kuwait shooting
sport club treasurer Essa Ahmad Al-
Botti Bataiban said the shooting commu-
nity is proud with the support it received
from HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, HH the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah. 

He also expressed appreciation to the
Public Authority for Sports and its Di-
rector General Dr Humoud Fulaiteh Al-

Shimmari. Bataiban added that the board
of directors decided to end the season
with the tournament of the late Sheikh
Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah in
all disciplines and categories - including
having juniors compete with national
team members so as to gain experience.
The winners of the ladies 10m rifle and
10m pistol will be announced today. 

Serena crashes
out in Miami 
as nervous 
Osaka advances
MIAMI: Serena Williams crashed out of the
Miami Open in the first round here Wednesday,
slumping to a straight sets defeat against Japan’s
Naomi Osaka in the latest setback to the former
world number one’s comeback. Osaka, who won
her first major title in Indian Wells last weekend,
was superior throughout and fully deserved her
6-3, 6-2 win in just one hour and 17 minutes.

It was Williams’ fourth match and second
tournament appearance since returning from 13
months of maternity leave-yet the American’s
movement and inability to stay in the rallies sug-
gested her comeback could be more arduous
than expected. The defeat was the first time
Williams has lost her first match at an American
hard court championship for 21 years. Williams,
36, may have been unfairly unseeded here due
to her lack of action over the past year, but
could have no complaints with the defeat. In her
comeback in Indian Wells, she made it through
to round three, where she fell to sister Venus in
straight sets.

Taking on Osaka was always going to prove

a tough task-and so it did. Williams refused to
speak to the media afterwards. The WTA and
tournament will decide if she will be fined, with
a potential cost expected to be about $1,000.
She released a brief statement more than 90
minutes after the end of the match that read:
“Every tournament is an opportunity for me to
better understand the areas I need to improve
to be my best. “Naomi played a great match and
I look forward to continuing my return by pro-
gressing every day. “I am so grateful for my fans
who continue to support me every step of this
incredible journey.”

Different type of nerves   
Osaka, though, was understandably de-

lighted. “I was nervous but once the match
started I was OK,” said the Japanese rising star,
who next faces Ukrainian Elina Svitolina, the
world number four, in the second round. “Serena
is the main reason why I started playing. I have
seen her on TV so many times, so for me to be
playing against her, trying to detach myself from
the fact I was playing Serena, was hard. It took
me three games (to get her head around it).

“It was a different type of nerves. I have
never been like that against a specific person.
The final in Indian Wells was different because
I had never been in that position.” Williams
looked a shadow of her former self, yet her op-
ponent was too focused on her own game to
notice any glaring deficiencies in the Ameri-
can’s game. —AFP

Essa Bataiban
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MONTREAL: Jaden Schwartz scored a pair of
goals, including the game-winner 30 seconds into
overtime to send the St Louis Blues past the visit-
ing Boston Bruins 2-1 on Wednesday. It was the
third straight game in which St Louis fell behind
and came back to win in overtime. Ryan Donato
scored the lone goal for Boston, which clinched a
playoff berth for the second straight season under
new coach Bruce Cassidy with a point. The Bruins
have lost two straight and four of six (2-2-2). Jake
Allen recorded 21 saves in the winning effort for
the Blues while Anton Khudobin had 18 saves for
the Bruins.

Penguins 5, Canadiens 3
Derick Brassard scored a tiebreaking goal

early in the third period, and Jake Guentzel fin-
ished with one goal and two assists as Pittsburgh
defeated visiting Montreal.  Guentzel added his
goal with 1:33 left, with Sidney Crosby collecting
career assist No. 700 on the play. In the second
period, Crosby scored a spectacular goal, twice
batting the puck in the air, the second time knock-
ing it into the net. Patric Hornqvist and Evgeni
Malkin also scored for Pittsburgh.  Jonathan
Drouin, Nikita Scherbak and Jacob de la Rose lit
the lamp for the Canadiens, who dropped their
fourth straight.

Ducks 4, Flames 0
John Gibson made 29 saves for his fourth shutout

of the season, and Anaheim claimed a fourth straight
win with a victory at Calgary. The Flames nearly
doubled the visitors in shots on goal but couldn’t
solve Gibson. At the other end, the Ducks could do
no wrong en route to a win that vaulted them over
the Los Angeles Kings for third place in the Pacific
Division.  Andrew Cogliano scored his third short-
handed goal of the season, his 16th with the Ducks,
which ties Paul Kariya for the franchise record. On-
drej Kase, Hampus Lindholm and Francois Beau-
chemin had the other Anaheim tallies.

Coyotes 4, Sabres 1
Antti Raanta made 29 saves while picking up his

fifth win in six games, and Derek Stepan had a goal
and an assist to lead Arizona to a victory at Buffalo.
Dylan Strome, Richard Panik and Max Domi also
scored for the Coyotes, and Clayton Keller added
two assists. Arizona, which began the season 0-10-
1, improved to 13-5-2 in its past 20 games.Jordan
Nolan scored the lone goal for Buffalo. Sabres
goalie Chad Johnson, hit in the mask by a Brendan
Perlini shot midway through the first period,
stopped 13 of 15 shots before being replaced by
Linus Ullmark six minutes into the second period.
Ullmark finished with 12 saves.—Agencies 

Schwartz lifts St Louis 
Blues past Bruins 2-1 

Ducks overcome Flames 4-0

ABU DHABI: Athletes compete in a basketball match during
the 9th Middle East and North Africa (MENA) Special
Olympics in Abu Dhabi on March 19, 2018. — AFP 

NHL results/standings

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS
Tampa Bay 50 19 4 264 205 104
Boston 45 17 10 240  186 100
Toronto 43 23 7 246 208 93
Florida 37 27 7 219 218 81
Detroit 27 35 11 189 228 65
Montreal 26 36 12 185 237 64
Ottawa 26 35 11 199 251 63
Buffalo 23 38 12 173 240 58

Metropolitan Division
Washington 42 24 7 229 217 91
Pittsburgh 42 27 5 243 225 89
Columbus 41 28 5 210 206 87
Philadelphia 37 25 12 222 220 86
New Jersey 37 28 8 219 221 82
Carolina 31 31 11 197 232 73
NY Rangers 32 33 8 211 236 72
NY Islanders 31 32 10 235 263 72

Western Conference
Central Division

Nashville 48 14 10 236 178 106
Winnipeg 44 19 10 242 190 98
Minnesota 41 24 8 227 210 90
Colorado 40 25 8 236 210 88
St. Louis 40 28 5 203 194 85
Dallas 38 28 8 212 201 84
Chicago 30 35 9 209 228 69

Pacific Division
Las Vegas 47 21 5 248 200 99
San Jose 41 23 9 225 201 91
Anaheim 38 24 12 210 197 88
Los Angeles 40 27 7 212 186 87
Calgary 35 30 10 204 226 80
Edmonton 32 36 5 208 234 69
Arizona 25 37 11 179 231 61
Vancouver 25 39 9 187 240 59
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the
standings and are not included in the loss column (L).

Arizona 4, Buffalo 1; Pittsburgh 5, Montreal 3; St. Louis 2, Boston 1 (OT); Anaheim 4, Calgary 0.

ABU DHABI: The United Arab Emirates, slated to become the
first Arab country to host the Special Olympics in 2019, is cham-
pioning an alternative label for those with special needs: “People
of Determination”. Arab athletes used to being called “special
needs”-or even derogatory terms like “retarded” in their home
countries-were surprised and excited this week to see welcome
signs with the new label at the 9th Middle East and North Africa
(MENA) Regional Games in Abu Dhabi. The term, seen every-
where from handicapped accessible boardwalks to the Abu
Dhabi exhibition centre, is one the UAE hopes will catch on be-
yond its borders. Matar Saeed al-Naimi, president of the health
committee for the 2018 MENA competition, says the games also
offer a venue to educate local society.

Groups of Emirati elementary school age children were a fix-
ture at the MENA games, brought in with their teachers to at-
tend various sports events. “They are still young and they are
the future, so it is very important for the UAE to teach this gen-
eration who are the ‘people of determination’ and what they are
capable of doing,” Naimi told AFP.  “The goal is a united soci-
ety,” he said. On Tuesday, the final day of competitions, a bas-
ketball match between Iraq and Syria ended with tears, cheers
and finally a group photograph.  “I’m happy, very happy. I don’t
know how to describe it,” said Naim Asmar, a member of the
victorious Syrian basketball team.

Asked whether he preferred they be labeled as special needs
or as people of determination, the athlete responded unequivo-
cally. “People of determination,” he said over and over. “It means
we have willpower! We might even have more than regular peo-
ple,” he said pointedly.  The team coach, Yasser al-Yassine, was
also thrilled. “This term is like a push for them-they understand
what it means. It’s very motivating. It says, ‘I am a person of de-
termination, so let’s go! I will do, I will train, I will play. If I can’t
play, I’ll at least participate. “It’s a wonderful concept,” said Yas-
sine, whose team was participating in an international competi-
tion for the first time in six years.

‘No difference between us’   
Syria’s team coach said his players-three from Damascus,

three from Aleppo and two from Homs-face challenges in society
even as the country’s war has wound down in their own cities.
The confidence they gain at regional competitions and local
games is hard won-and easily lost.  “There’s society, the school,
the neighborhood-the streets. So maybe I have them once, twice
or three times a week for an hour and a half. All the confidence
we built in an hour and a half can be destroyed in five minutes,”
said Yassine. “They need to have each other’s backs.” While the
men’s teams from Syria and Iraq shook hands, women’s teams
from Pakistan and Algeria faced off on the opposite court. Ka-
milia Nihad Metidji, a 26-year-old volunteer with the Algerian
team, said the “people of determination” label had surprised her.

“I was very happy that they call them this because I find
that-with this word-there is no difference between us and
them; between the healthy and the handicap-,” she said, stop-
ping short to correct the terminology: “The people of deter-
mination,” she continued. “It gives them self-worth; it’s super.
It means they don’t have to feel different.” Metidji said she vol-
unteered with the special needs athletes because she wanted
them to “feel like there’s no difference between us”. “I want to
give them courage: to show them they can accomplish some-
thing; they can win games, they can win medals - they can do
everything we do.”— AFP 

UAE champions 
‘determination’ 
tag for Special 
Olympians
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NEW YORK: LeBron James hit two free throws with 7.8 seconds
left and finished with 35 points, 17 assists and seven rebounds to
lead the host Cleveland Cavaliers to a 132-129 win over the East-
ern Conference-leading Toronto Raptors on Wednesday.  Kevin
Love scored 23 points, including a 3-pointer with 27.5 seconds
left to put Cleveland up 128-124, and added 12 rebounds. George
Hill had 22 points on 10-of-11 shooting for the Cavaliers, who won
their third straight and posted a fourth victory in five games. Kyle
Lowry had 24 points and DeMar DeRozan had 21 to lead the Rap-
tors, who came into the game winners of 19 of 21 but have now
lost two of three.

Hornets 111, Nets 105
Dwight Howard totaled 32 points and 30 rebounds while

Kemba Walker converted the go-ahead three-point play with 18.3
seconds remaining as visiting Charlotte overcame a 23-point
deficit and stunned Brooklyn. Howard had the NBA’s first 30-30
game since Kevin Love had one in November 2010, and only the
second since Moses Malone achieved the feat in 1982. Howard
had 26 points and 20 boards after halftime and nine points and
eight rebounds in the fourth quarter, when Charlotte outscored
Brooklyn 36-18.  Howard shot 10 of 17 from the floor and made
12 of 21 free throws. He tied a career high with 11 offensive re-
bounds. The 30 rebounds set a Hornets record.

Spurs 98, Wizards 90
LaMarcus Aldridge scored 27 points and hit two consecutive

baskets during a pivotal stretch of the fourth quarter as San An-
tonio easily handled visiting Washington. The win was a season-
high fifth straight for the Spurs, who just a few weeks ago were
outside of the playoff picture and in jeopardy of seeing an end to
their run of 20 straight years in the postseason. All that changed
with a perfectly timed stint at home, the current winning streak
and the return to health of Aldridge, who has now been the team’s
leading scorer 50 times in the 64 games he has played this season.
San Antonio is now tied for fifth in the Western Conference with
the New Orleans Pelicans, a half-game behind the fourth-place
Oklahoma City Thunder.

Clippers 127, Bucks 120
DeAndre Jordan had 25 points and 22 rebounds as visiting Los

Angeles snapped a four-game losing streak by beating Milwau-
kee, which saw All-Star forward Giannis Antetokounmpo leave
the game in the second quarter after turning his right ankle. Austin
Rivers scored 22 points, Lou Williams had 19 and Tobias Harris
added 18 for the Clippers. Jordan’s latest big rebounding outing-
he has 13 games of 20 or more this season-helped the Clippers
amass a 47-33 edge on the boards.  Milwaukee lost for the ninth
time in the past 13 games. Khris Middleton paced the Bucks with
23 points, and Jabari Parker added 20 points.

76ers 119, Grizzlies 105
JJ Redick, Marco Belinelli, Dario Saric and Robert Covington

scored 15 points apiece, and Philadelphia cruised past depleted
Memphis in Philadelphia. The Sixers won their fourth in a row and
reached the 40-win plateau for the first time since the 2010-11
season. Philadelphia needs two more wins to finish above .500
for the first time since the 2004-05 campaign. The Grizzlies, who
have dropped 16 consecutive road games, got 18 points from
Wayne Selden.

Heat 119, Knicks 98
Miami’s high-flying offense soared over visiting New York as

the Heat won for the ninth time in their past 10 home games, in-
cluding six straight, and improved to 22-13 at home.  Tyler John-
son and Kelly Olynyk led Miami with 22 points each, with Olynyk
adding a career-high 10 assists. Wayne Ellington had 16 points,

Justise Winslow 15, Goran Dragic 14 and Josh Richardson 12.The
Heat, seventh in the Eastern Conference playoff race, have aver-
aged 115 points per game since the All-Star break. They scored a
franchise-record 149 in their double-overtime win over the Den-
ver Nuggets on Monday.

Pelicans 96, Pacers 92
Anthony Davis had 28 points, 13 rebounds and five blocks as

New Orleans held off visiting Indiana. E’Twaun Moore added 23
points, Nikola Mirotic scored 15 and Jrue Holiday, returning from
a one-game absence due to the flu, scored 10 as the Pelicans won
their third consecutive game. Victor Oladipo scored 21, Myles
Turner had 13 points and 10 rebounds, Darren Collison added 11
points and Trevor Booker 10 to lead the Pacers. The game was
rescheduled from Feb. 7 when a leak in the Smoothie King Center

roof made the floor unplayable.

Nuggets 135, Bulls 102
Scoring 113 points in the first three quarters, Denver moved

within 1 1/2 games of the Utah Jazz for the final playoff spot
in the Western Conference by embarrassing host Chicago at
the United Center. Seven players scored in double figures for
Denver, which improved to 39-33 with 10 games remaining.
Paul Millsap led the balanced attack with 22 points, going 8
of 9 from the field, and he also grabbed a team-high eight re-
bounds.  Nikola Jokic added 21 points on 9-of-11 shooting,
seven rebounds and five assists in only 24 minutes, while Wil-
son Chandler chipped in 19 points and five rebounds for the
Nuggets. Cristiano Felicio scored a team-high 16 points for
the Bulls.— Agencies 

LeBron sparks Cavaliers to a 
132-129 victory over Raptors

Howard cracks 30-30 mark

CLEVELAND: Former Cleveland Browns player Joe Thomas hugs LeBron James #23 of the Cleveland Cavaliers during a timeout
in Cleveland, Ohio. — AFP 

NBA results/standings

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB
Toronto 53 19 .736 -
Boston 48 23 .676 4.5
Philadelphia 40 30 .571 12
New York 26 46 .361 27
Brooklyn 23 49 .319 30

Central Division
Cleveland 42 29 .592 -
Indiana 41  31 .569 1.5
Milwaukee 37 34 .521 5
Detroit 32 39 .451 10
Chicago 24 47 .338 18

Southeast Division
Washington 40 31 .563 -
Miami 39 33 .542 1.5
Charlotte 31 41 .431 9.5
Atlanta 21 50 .296 19
Orlando 21 50 .296 19

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Portland 44 27 .620 -
Oklahoma City 43 30 .589 2
Minnesota 41 31 .569 3.5
Utah 40 31  .563 4
Denver 39 33 .542 5.5

Pacific Division
Golden State 53 18  .746 -
LA Clippers 38 33 .535 15
LA Lakers 31 39 .443 21.5
Sacramento 23 49 .319 30.5
Phoenix 19 53 .264 34.5

Southwest Division
Houston 57 14 .803 -
New Orleans 42 30 .583 15.5
San Antonio 42 30 .583 15.5
Dallas 22 49 .310 35
Memphis 19 52 .268 38

Cleveland 132, Toronto 129; Philadelphia 119, Memphis 105; Charlotte 111, Brooklyn 105; Miami 119, New York 98; New Orleans 96, Indiana 92; Denver
135, Chicago 102; LA Clippers 127, Milwaukee 120; San Antonio 98, Washington 90.
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Williamson stands up as 
England crumble for 58

England flirted with lowest test score

AUCKLAND: New Zealand captain Kane
Williamson was in sight of his 18th test century as
the ball dominated the bat on the opening day of
the two-match series with England dismissed for a
record low score of 58 at Eden Park yesterday.
Williamson was 91 not out with Henry Nicholls on
24 as New Zealand advanced to 175 for three at
stumps, a lead of 117 after
England had been
bowled out in the first 90
minutes of play following
a Trent Boult and Tim
Southee seam onslaught.

Boult and Southee
struck early and often
after Williamson had won
the toss and opted to
bowl with the pink ball in
the first day-night test in
New Zealand. Boult finished with a career-best six
for 32 after he had ripped the top off England’s bat-
ting with 4-9 from his first six overs. Southee fin-
ished with 4-25. While England’s fans buried their
heads in their hands and voiced their frustration
over social media, it could have been much worse
had bowler Craig Overton not produced a
counter-attacking 33 not out.

After slumping to 23-8, Overton hit a boundary
to push his side past the lowest score in test his-
tory-the 26 scored by New Zealand against Eng-
land at Eden Park in 1955. Overton then ensured
they surpassed their own lowest score the 45 they
limped to against Australia in Sydney in 1887. Prior
to his innings, England’s batsmen had looked totally

lost. While Boult and Southee bowled between a
good and full length, the ball was not swinging
wildly or seaming markedly. Too many of their
batsmen, starting with former captain Alastair
Cook, failed to move their feet and were crease
bound, with four wickets falling to catches behind
the wicket.

England captain Joe
Root (nought), Ben
Stokes (nought) and
Chris Woakes (five) were
all also bowled by Boult,
while Moeen Ali failed to
clamp down on a
Southee yorker. “We al-
ways hoped there would
be something in the
wicket,” New Zealand
coach Mike Hesson said.

“It didn’t do a lot but it did enough. “Sometimes
when it does a bit more, they play and miss but
once they found their length in about the fourth
over they were exceptional and Trent certainly de-
served the plaudits he got and Tim did a great job
as well.” England’s bowlers appeared angry at their
sensational collapse-their lowest score against
New Zealand and sixth worst overall-and strangled
the hosts’ batsmen for long periods of the remain-
ing two sessions. Tom Latham and Williamson,
however, stoically wore the bowlers down and took
their side to a 30-run lead entering the final session
under lights. The 31-year-old Stuart Broad, how-
ever, broke through in the first over of the evening
session, with Latham clipping a full delivery to

Woakes at mid-wicket on 26 to give him his 400th
test victim.

Despite becoming just the second England
bowler to reach the milestone-new ball partner
Jimmy Anderson has 525 wickets- Broad’s celebra-
tions were muted as he raised the ball to the ap-
plauding crowd when they were informed of the
milestone. An aggressively-minded Ross Taylor

was the only other wicket to fall under the lights
when he misread an Anderson bouncer and was
caught by Woakes at mid-wicket for 20. “We know
that it can be difficult against the new ball and we
knew that even if we’re not going anywhere, if we
spend some time out there we can get the rewards
later on,” Hesson added of his team’s cautious bat-
ting approach.—AFP

Boult takes 
career-best 
test figures

AUCKLAND: New Zealand’s captain Kane Williamson (3rd left) is congratulated by team-
mates after taking a catch during the first day of the day-night Test cricket match be-
tween New Zealand and England at Eden Park in Auckland yesterday. — AFP 

LONDON: City Football Group, which owns Pre-
mier League leaders Manchester City, is looking
to add to its stable of soccer clubs and is espe-
cially keen on acquisitions in China, according to
its chief commercial officer, Tom Glick. Manches-
ter City is one of several clubs owned by the
group, a holding company in which Abu Dhabi
United Group owns an 87 percent stake with the
remaining 13 percent held by the China Media
Capital consortium. 

In addition to Manchester City, the group
owns MLS franchise New York City, Australian
side Melbourne City, Uruguay’s Club Atletico
Torque, a joint majority stake in Spanish club
Girona and a minority stake in Japan’s Yokohama
F Marinos. “I think it’s very likely we’ll do some
more (acquisitions) and we’re looking at a num-

ber of places across the globe,” Glick told CNBC
in an interview aired on Thursday.

“There are a number of very interesting mar-
kets and healthy leagues with great upsides so
we’re looking at a number of places, including
places in Asia.” While praising the game’s poten-
tial for growth in Japan, South Korea and India,
Glick said the health of football in China, along
with the government’s backing for the game,
made it an especially attractive destination for in-
vestors. Chinese President Xi Jinping, an avid
soccer fan, has launched an ambitious drive to
improve Chinese football from the ground up and
spoken of his desire for the country to qualify for
another World Cup, host the tournament and
eventually win it.

China has invested heavily in the sport in re-
cent years, boosting its domestic league by sign-
ing a number of high-profile, international players
and coaches. “There’s a huge push and an ambi-
tion from the government,” Glick added. “The
league is already a very healthy league with good
attendances, good television viewership, so I
think it’s a really exciting time right now for China
and that’s one of the markets that we’re there on
the ground, investing.”—Reuters

Man City owners 
to expand stable 
of soccer clubs 

COLOMBO: He isn’t well known on the in-
ternational stage, but fast bowler Jaydev
Unadkat has been thrust into the cricketing
limelight after being handed a bumper pay-
day by the Indian Premier League. Heads
turned when the Rajasthan Royals paid
$1.8 million dollars for the left-arm seamer,
making him the most expensive Indian
player at this year’s IPL auction. Even Un-
adkat said he was surprised at the price
tag, which will earn him more than
$100,000 per game when the competition
starts next month.  The 26-year-old was
second only to England all-rounder Ben
Stokes at the auction, despite a stop-start
international career so far.

Since his international debut in 2010,
Unadkat has played one Test, seven ODIs
and 10 Twenty20s for India, and had a

mixed outing at last week’s tri-series in Sri
Lanka.  However, hopes are high that the
“Prince of Porbandar”-nicknamed after his
home city in Gujarat-could be about to be-
come a fixture in India’s T20 team. “He is a
very promising bowler and will only get
better with the more matches he plays. I
like him,” former India captain Sunil
Gavaskar told AFP in Sri Lanka. Unadkat
was just 19 when he made his one and, so
far, only Test appearance against South
Africa at Centurion in 2010.

It was a debut to forget, however. He
failed to take a wicket in 26 overs, gave
away 101 runs, and was promptly dropped.
Unadkat then spent three years in the in-
ternational wilderness before playing all
seven of his one-day international appear-
ances so far in 2013.  He missed much of the
following two years through injury, and it
wasn’t until June 2016 that he made his T20
debut for India. But his limited-overs inter-
national career received a shot in the arm
late last year when he shone in a series
against Sri Lanka.  Unadkat finished with
four wickets in three matches at an econ-
omy rate of 4.88, the lowest on either side.
“He takes his cricket to the next level when
he has to. He has got a few gears and I like
now the change up in his action as well,”
former Australian fast bowler Brett Lee told
AFP in Colombo. — AFP 

Feeling like a
million bucks:
Unadkat thrust 
into spotlight
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Red Bull athlete and water sports extraordinaire,
Mohammad Burbayea, has set a new Guinness World
Record for the highest number of IJSBA World

Championship wins by a male. In the span of ten years,
between 2007 and 2017, Burbayea was able to achieve an
impressive 21 championships by the International Jet Sports
Boating Association, all before the age of thirty. 

The International Jet Sports Boating Association is the
official governing body for personal watercraft competi-
tive racing, fostering fair competition by formulating and
promoting uniform rules and safety standards. 

On March 21, the Guinness World Records celebrated
Burbayea’s renowned feat in Kuwait by awarding him
with the official title as the Guinness World Record hold-
er, with fans and media in attendance. Burbayea received
his Guinness Certificate from Ahmad Jamal Jaber. 

Speakers at the event included Deputy Minister of
Youth, Sheikha Al Zain Al-Sabah, Deputy Ministry of
Affairs, Mahmoud Al Dosari, Lieutenant Fahad Al Fahad,
General Manager of the Public Authority of Sport, Dr.
Hamoud Al Shimmari, Public Relations Manager of Al
Hamra Tower, Abdullah Al Mansour and, last but not least,
the guest of the honor, Mohammad Burbayea.

Beaming with pride, Burbayea expressed how his jour-
ney does not end here, “My ambition is fixated on being
the best constantly and to continue to develop myself and

Mohammad Burbayea sets new

Guinness World Record
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achieve distinction. Since I was six years old, it has been
my dream to top the podium. Today I have achieved
something that was beyond my dreams and that is holding
a Guinness World Record and earning a sense of pride for
my country. I dedicate this achievement to His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmed
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, my family and all the people who sup-

ported my professional career”. 
Burbayea’s journey began at the young age of five years

old, where he was introduced to a jet ski through weekend
getaways with his family at their chalet. Professionally, he
started entering local competitions when he was 16 years
old, and has since then grown into a global competitor and
household name. His advice to all young hopefuls is to
develop a hobby and passion into a profession. 

Burbayea is the first Jet Ski racer in Kuwait and he
aims to elevate the level of competition in the country.
Part of his motivation is to raise Kuwait’s flag at global
championships, as well as gain interest within Kuwait in
the sport. Whether it is championships on a regional or
global level, bringing worldwide recognition to his
home country is what makes him the proudest of his
achievements. 
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