
GHOR AL-HADITHA, Jordan:
Israel and Jordan have long pursued
a common goal to stop the Dead
Sea from shrinking while slaking
their shared thirst for drinking
water with a pipeline from the Red
Sea some 200 km away.
Geopolitical tensions have stalled
efforts to break ground on the
ambitious project for years, but the
end of the latest diplomatic spat has
backers hoping a final accord may
now be in sight. The degradation of
the Dead Sea, on the border of
Israel, Jordan and the Palestinian
West Bank, began in the 1960s
when water began to be heavily
diverted from the Jordan River.

“Before 1967, the water was just
a 10-minute walk from my house,”
said Musa Salim Al-Athem, a farmer
who grows tomatoes on the banks
on the Jordan side. “Now it takes an
hour,” he said, standing amid the

resulting lunar landscape of spec-
tacular salt sculptures, gaping sink-
holes and craters. “Only the sea can
fill up the sea.” “Since 1950, the
amount flowing in the Jordan has
dropped from 1.2 billion cubic
metres per year to less than 200
million,” said Frederic Maurel, an
engineering expert at the French
development agency AFD.

Heavy production of potash,
used for making fertilizer, has also
accelerated evaporation that has
seen the sea’s surface area shrink

by a third since 1960. Experts say
water levels are falling one metre a
year, and warn it could dry out
completely within 30 years. Already
100 years ago, Theodor Herzl, the
father of modern political Zionism,
had envisaged filling the Dead Sea
via a canal dug to the
Mediterranean.

The sea’s natural beauty and
mineral-rich black mud have also
provided a  source of  tour ism
revenue. 

Continued on Page 11

JEDDAH: Throwing punches in a gym tucked away
from prying eyes, a Saudi female boxing trainer asserts
a right long denied to many women in the conservative
kingdom - the right to exercise. Halah Alhamrani, 41,
runs a gym for women called FlagBoxing - its motto is
Fight Like A Girl - in the western Red Sea city of
Jeddah, offering fitness classes such as calisthenics,
CrossFit, boxing and kickboxing.

Relying on word-of-mouth publicity in a country
where exercising in public is culturally deemed unbe-
coming for women, Alhamrani is working to empower a
generation with little to no exposure to sports. “On a
daily basis, women who have never done sports walk
into my class, some with their mothers,” Alhamrani told
AFP at her gym, which opened in 2016. “They walk out
more confident. Many find their voice. The mothers
approach me and say: ‘Thank you for offering such an
empowering feeling’.” 

At first blush, the gym screams California, not Saudi
Arabia. Wearing headbands and workout attire, women
are seen lifting weights, practicing sparring techniques
and pounding their fists into a punching bag. Some of
them crumple up their abaya gowns and toss them into
a locker. They sweat it out over thumping music.
Around 150 women, including Saudis but also other
Arabs, share a sense of camaraderie. A note scribbled
on a whiteboard reads: “I can’t wait to come back!”

Another banner on the wall reads “BADASS”. “It some-
times feels like a tea party - without the tea and cook-
ies,” Alhamrani jokes.

Women exercising in public were long a potential
target for the kingdom’s austere religious police, which
has largely been neutered in recent years. But dramatic
social reforms sweeping Saudi Arabia, including a his-
toric decree allowing women to drive from June, have
shone the spotlight on figures such as Alhamrani who
have long fought isolated battles for basic freedoms.

Under Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman’s Vision
2030 reform plan, the government is seeking to

Continued on Page 11

AFRIN, Syria: Turkey’s flag was flying in Afrin yester-
day after its troops and Ankara-backed rebels chased
out Kurdish militia forces to seize control of the Syrian
city. In a major victory for Ankara’s two-month operation
against the Kurdish People’s Protection Units (YPG) in
northern Syria, Turkish-led forces pushed into Afrin
apparently unopposed, taking up positions across the
city. The advance came as Syria’s civil war entered its
eighth year this week with heavy fighting on two fronts -
around Afrin and in the rebel enclave of Eastern Ghouta
near Damascus.

Hundreds have been killed and thousands forced from
their homes by the ferocious assault in Ghouta, where
President Bashar Al-Assad yesterday visited troops bat-
tling to retake the last rebel enclave close to the capital.
In Afrin, AFP correspondents saw Turkish forces and
their Syrian allies in all neighborhoods of the city after
they made a lightning advance inside yesterday.

Continued on Page 11
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Assembly committee wants 
total Kuwaitization by 2023

Lawmaker threatens to grill oil minister over alleged graft
By B Izzak and A Saleh

KUWAIT: Head of the National Assembly’s committee
for the replacement of expatriates in public sector jobs
MP Khalil Al-Saleh said yesterday the panel is deter-
mined that the replacement of all expatriates in gov-
ernment jobs must be completed by 2023 in accor-
dance with a government plan. Saleh said that at pres-
ent around 80,000 expatriates hold government jobs
based on official contracts, forming around 20 percent
of all government employees. But he said many other
expatriates also work in government jobs but are not
counted among the 80,000 contract employees.

Commenting on the government’s vision which said
that the replacement of expatriates may not be com-
pleted before 2028, the lawmaker claimed some advi-
sors are obstructing Kuwaitization plans in the gov-
ernment. “We are not questioning their intentions, but
some have been slowing the process on purpose,” he
said, noting that citizens are well-qualified and that all
they need to dominate various jobs is to have more
trust in their potentials and administrations that fully
believe in depending on citizens instead of expats in
doing administrative jobs. 

Saleh said the replacement policy, which began in
1997, required each ministry and government depart-
ment to shed 10 percent of its expatriate employees
every year to create jobs for Kuwaitis. The percent-
age was raised to 15 percent annually in 2007. Saleh
said Kuwaitis can easily replace expats in jobs such

as PC operators, programmers, data registration,
administrative research and coordination, educational
and secretarial services, transaction follow-up, typ-
ing, handling paperwork, telephone operators, safety
and security, collectors, cashiers, warehousing, pur-
chasing and driving. 

Saleh blamed the government for failing to imple-
ment replacement plans and demanded that those who
failed to carry out such plans be exposed. He said the
committee will demand studies and statistics made by
the government in this connection and threatened to
publicly question those responsible for delaying
replacement plans.

Meanwhile, MP Omar Al-Tabtabaei yesterday said
he will grill Oil Minister Bakheet Al-Rasheedi if he
does not confront and control what he described as a
“gang” in the oil sector. The lawmaker claimed that
corruption is widespread in the oil sector and called on
the prime minister to meet leading oil executives and
review questions by MPs to see the extent of corrup-
tion in the vital sector.

He also claimed that millions of dinars in public
funds have been squandered by leading oil executives
through illegally reimbursing annual leaves. Tabatabei
alleged that there is a “mafia” in the oil sector and
advised the prime minister to read opinions by top
executives about corruption. He said that if the prime
minister and the oil minister are incapable of holding
corrupt elements to account and end corruption in the
oil sector, they should quit.

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah yesterday decorated visiting Ukrainian
President Petro Poroshenko with the Mubarak Al-Kabeer Medal in appreciation of his role in boosting bilat-
eral relations. Poroshenko also decorated Sheikh Sabah with the Yaroslav Order of Prince Yaroslav the Wise,
the country’s highest order. — KUNA (See Page 2)

Turkish forces and
Syrian allies drive 
Kurds from Afrin

LONDON: Qatar has asked US regulators to inves-
tigate the US subsidiary of the largest bank in the
United Arab Emirates, accusing it of “bogus” foreign
exchange deals designed to harm its economy as
part of a blockade by Gulf neighbors. The Central
Bank of Qatar’s law firm has written a letter to the
US Treasury asking it to investigate NBAD Americas,
the US subsidiary of First Abu Dhabi Bank (FAB),
which is majority state-owned.

In a second letter, the lawyers - Paul, Weiss,
Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison - asked the US
Commodity Futures Trading Commission (CFTC) to
investigate possible manipulation of Qatar’s currency,
the riyal. The request for an investigation deepens the
diplomatic crisis that erupted in June when Saudi
Arabia, Egypt, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 

Continued on Page 11

Qatar asks US 
to investigate
‘financial war’

AFRIN: Turkish soldiers gather in this Kurdish-majority city in northwestern Syria after seizing control of it from
Kurdish People’s Protection (YPG) units yesterday. —AFP 

Pulling no punches: 
Saudi woman boxer 
breaks exercise taboo

JEDDAH: Saudi gym owner Halah Alhamrani, 41, trains in
her gym center in this coastal city on Feb 19, 2018. — AFP 

SWEIMEH, Jordan: A sign marking the level of the Dead Sea in 2005 is
seen near this village on March 11, 2018. — AFP 

Plan to revive
Dead Sea
edges closer 
to reality
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Kuwait, Ukraine strike deals as part
of President Poroshenko’s visit

Amir, Ukraine’s president discuss boosting relations

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah welcomes Ukraine’s President Petro
Poroshenko to Kuwait.

Children greet His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and Ukraine’s President Petro
Poroshenko at the airport.

KUWAIT: First Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and his
Ukrainian counterpart Stepan Poltorak sign an agreement for military cooperation between Kuwait and Ukraine
yesterday. — KUNA

Minister of Commerce and Industry Khaled Al-Roudhan signs a deal with Ukraine’s Minister of Economic
Development and Trade Stepan Kubiv on inter-sport cooperation between Kuwait and Ukraine.

KUWAIT: Kuwait and Ukraine yesterday sealed the
deal on a number of agreements in a lavish ceremony
with both nations’ respective leaders in attendance.
Presiding over the proceedings, His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
with His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah by his side, was joined by Ukraine’s
President Petro Poroshenko. The two sides signed an
agreement for mi l i tary
cooperation, in which
Kuwaiti First Deputy Prime
Minister and Defense
Minister Sheikh Nasser
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah,
along with his  Ukrainian
counterpart Stepan Poltorak
put their names on the dot-
ted line.

Meanwhile, a memoran-
dum of understanding
(MoU) on inter-sport coop-
eration was among the agreements made, where
Kuwait’s Minister of Commerce and Industry, as well
as Minister of State for Youth Affairs Khaled Al-
Roudhan co-signed the deal with Ukraine’s Minister
of Economic Development and Trade Stepan Kubiv.
Another MoU, on cooperation in the field of science,
was finalized between the Kuwait Institute for
Scientific Research and Ukraine’s self-governed
National Academy of Sciences. 

Official visit
President Poroshenko arrived yesterday on an offi-

cial visit, and was welcomed at the airport by His
Highness the Amir, Highness the Crown Prince, His
Highness the Prime Minister, National Assembly
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem in addition to a host of
senior state officials.

Later yesterday, His Highness the Amir received
President Poroshenko and his accompanying delega-
tion at Bayan Palace. The two sides held official talks
in the presence of His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad and His Highness the Prime

Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah.  The meeting discussed boosting bilateral ties
and cooperation on all levels, said Minister of Amiri
Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah in a state-
ment.  His Highness the Amir also held a luncheon ban-
quet in honor of the visiting Ukrainian President.

High respect
In other news, His Highness the Amir received at

Bayan Palace Ghanem, who was accompanied by the
Speaker of the Riksdag (the
Swedish Parliament) Urban
Ahlin, who is in an official
visit to Kuwait. The recep-
tions were attended by
Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah.

Sweden has high respect
for His Highness the Amir,
Ahlin said in a statement
after the meeting. “We are
working very closely
together in the UN Security
Council between Sweden

and Kuwait. We are very happy about cooperation
that Kuwait has in the UN Security Council and we
appreciate His Highness’ mediating efforts in the
region,” he pointed out.  Sweden is a country which is
always looking for a diplomatic and political solutions
to crises and “we really feel that His Highness is doing
here exactly the same, which we appreciate.”

Ahlin noted that Syria “is one example where
Sweden and Kuwait together has put forward a reso-
lution about humanitarian access and humanitarian
support for the suffering people of Syria. “That is only
one example and we can see all around that Sweden
and Kuwait can do a lot together in pushing forward
diplomatic political solutions.”

His Highness the Amir also received yesterday His
Highness the Crown Prince, His Highness the Prime
Minister and His Highness then received First Deputy
Premier and Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. meanwhile, His Highness the
Crown Prince received Ghanem, His Highness Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak, and Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah. —KUNA

An agreement on cooperation in the field of science is signed between the Kuwait Institute for Scientific
Research and Ukraine’s self-governed National Academy of Sciences.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with the visiting President of Ukraine
Petro Poroshenko.

Amir meets
Swedish 

parliament
speaker

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah invites the
visiting President of Ukraine Petro Poroshenko to a luncheon held in his honor. His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Speaker of the Riksdag (the Swedish Parliament) Urban Ahlin.



L o c a l Monday, March 19 , 2018

3Established 1961 

No expired stents used
KUWAIT: Chest
Diseases Hospital’s
Director Dr Reem Al-
Assousi stressed that
cardiac catheterization
surgeries conducted
by the hospital’s sur-
geons were completely
safe and highly effi-
cient. She also strongly
denied that hospital
doctors  had ever used
expired stents on any
patient. 

Southern power
plant’s renovation

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Minister of Oil and Minister of
Electricity and Water Bakheet Al-Rashidi signed a
deal worth KD 20 million ($60 million) yesterday to
refurbish units in the country’s southern “Al-Zour”
power station.  The contract entails complete reno-
vations to the power plant, where all equipment
would be upgraded to ensure maximal energy effi-
ciency, read a statement by the ministry of oil and
electricity. The statement also put a 60-month time-
frame on the contract. — KUNA

Kuwait committed
to Morocco quota

RABAT: The State of Kuwait has fulfilled in full its
quota of the Gulf grant worth $1.25 bil l ion to
Morocco, Kuwaiti Ambassador in Rabat Abdullatif Al-
Yahya said on Saturday. The ambassador made the
statement on the sidelines of a meeting between
Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development’s
(KFAED) Director General Abdulwahab Al-Bader and
Moroccan Minister of Economy and Finance
Mohammad Bou Saeed. The meeting was to assess the
projects funded by KFAED in Morocco. Yahya added
that the Kuwaiti portion was given to Morocco by
KFAED through financing several social and economic
projects aiming to improve living conditions of many
categories of Moroccan people. — KUNA

News in brief

Education Ministry unionist urges
CSC to rethink expats’ termination

‘Kuwaitis reluctant to work as social workers’ 
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Head of the Ministry of Education’s (MoE)
employees syndicate Saleh Al-Azmi yesterday urged the
Civil Service Commission (CSC) to undo its decision to
terminate 214 expat psychological and social workers
working in various public schools without providing
qualified Kuwaiti substitutes. Azmi argued that CSC
made a ‘hasty’ decision without studying its possible
consequences on the educational process, especially in
view of the lack of specialized and qualified Kuwaiti citi-
zens in this field. 

“Education cannot be run by individual decisions
made by CSC in disregard to MoE’s actual needs,” he
stressed, pointing out that citizens have been reluctant to
work as psychological and social workers with MoE due
to salary problems, as they are not paid as much as
Kuwaiti teachers, and prefer working in other ministries.
Finally, Azmi urged CSC to provide MoE’s needs of staff
and not terminate any teacher or social worker without
providing well-qualified substitutes. 

Local recruitment
Meanwhile, MoE’s human resources manager Saud Al-

Juwaiser said the ministry has opened local recruitment of
non-Kuwaiti teachers to join its teaching staff for the
2018-2019 school year. He added that bedoon applicants
will be exempted from the
experience condition. Juwaiser
explained that male teachers
of English, French, mathemat-
ics, chemistry, biology,
physics, geology, art and craft
were needed, while female
teachers were only needed to
teach physics, mathematics,
art and music. He also noted
that applicants’ age should not
exceed 45, except for physical
education teachers, who
should be older than 32. He
stressed that certificates must be endorsed and that visi-
tors’ applications will be ignored. 

Info Ministry
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Information Tareq Al-

Marzam denied reports that any of the ministry’s announc-
ers have been suspended. He also noted that Kuwaiti

announcers from outside the ministry were temporarily
hired based on need. Marzam said the total number of non-
Kuwaiti announcers is 87 and underlined that the ministry is

fully committed to the govern-
ment’s Kuwaitization plans.
“The total number of Kuwaiti
employees by the end of 2016
was 6,937 (86 percent) while
non-Kuwaitis working on con-
tracts were 311, and those
working on temporary con-
tracts only renewable by CSC
approval number 884,” he
explained, concluding that
expat employees in the ministry
are only 14 percent of the total. 

Health insurance scheme 
The State Audit Bureau rejected a tender made by the

Ministry of Health (MoH) to qualify companies to register
subscribers in the expats’ health insurance scheme
because the ministry violated the procedural regulations
included in directive number 4/1997 pertaining govern-
ment biddings and opening bid offers. Addressing MoH,

the bureau stressed that bids can only be opened in the
presence of the full quorum of the purchases committee. It
also noted that some of the applying companies had filed
complaints regarding the process and stressed that all bid-
ding companies are entitled to a copy of the committee’s
report, which was not done with the complaining company.
Accordingly, informed sources urged Health Minister
Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah and his undersecretary Dr
Mustafa Redha to form an investigation committee to hold
whoever is responsible accountable. Notably, former MoH
assistant undersecretary for public services Dr Mahmoud
Abdul Hadi had filed related complaints with the public
prosecutor against a former health minister and his assis-
tant undersecretaries for financial and legal affairs. 

Military laws
First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense

urged lawmakers to review four military-related laws
including the martial court and military penalties law
number 119/1996, the martial penalties and military litiga-
tions and procedures law number 77/2000, a bill on ban-
ning the use, production and storage of chemical
weapons and a bill on amending article 5 of law number
24/1963 pertaining the supreme defense council. 

Dr Reem Al-Assousi
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister
Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah meets with Chief of US Military
Cooperation Office Brigadier General David P San Clemente.— KUNA

KUWAIT: Some of the stolen items found in the suspects’ residences.

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime
Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh
Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah yester-
day met Chief of US Military Cooperation
Office, Brigadier General David P San
Clemente, discussing issues of common
concern. The Public Relations and Moral
Guidance Department at the Ministry said
in a statement that Sheikh Nasser Sabah
Al-Ahmad praised during the meeting level
of the bilateral relations between the two
friendly countries.

Meanwhile, the air arm of the Kuwaiti
military travelled to neighboring Saudi
Arabia yesterday to participate in a pan-
Gulf exercise, which kicks off today and
ends on April 16. The Commander of the
Kuwaiti Air Force Major General Abdullah
Al-Foudari bid farewell to the officers upon
their departure, read a statement by
Kuwait’s defense ministry.  The drill, chris-
tened, ‘Joint Gulf Shield 1’, focuses on war
preparedness and exercises that aim to
boost the Gulf region’s collective military
prowess, the statement added. 

In other news, Chief of Pakistan Navy
Admiral Zafar Abbasi and his accompany-
ing delegation visited the Mohammad Al-
Ahmad Kuwait Naval Base yesterday. The
visiting admiral was received at the naval
base by Kuwaiti Naval Force Major-
General Khaled Al-Kandari and a number
of naval force senior officials. During the
visit, the two sides held a meeting dis-
cussing issues of common concern, espe-
cially military ones. —KUNA

Defense 
minister meets
US military
official

Education 
cannot be run 
by individual 

decisions

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Public Authority for Food and Nutrition inspec-
tors confiscated 2,635 kg of foul fish during a recent
crackdown at the fish market. They also issued 12 warning
notices for violating cleanliness and health rules, said
Capital inspection manager Abdul Rahman Al-Fares.

Meanwhile, Ahmadi inspectors inspected Mina
Abdullah, Khairan and Nuwaiseeb markets, where they
confiscated and destroyed 25 kg of foul meat, fish and
chicken, said the team’s manager Saud Al-Jallal, noting that
the team also filed eight citations and six warning notices. 

In Farwaniya, inspection teams inspected a number of
stores, restaurants and cafes at Ardhiya industrial area and
Riggae, where they filed 15 citations for violations includ-
ing handling food items without having health certificates
and violating cleanliness conditions.  Inspectors also con-
fiscated four kilograms of inedible food during a recent
inspection tour in Fahaheel. They also issued citations for
several violations detected during the tour.

Senior citizens
Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah approved

providing senior citizens with special amenities including
using ‘priority’ cards issued by the Ministry of Social
Affairs and Labor (MSAL) in various Health Ministry facil-
ities. Sheikh Basel also issued a decision on forming a
nursing team at each hospital to follow up discharged
patients - namely senior citizens - and contact them
through mobile phones to check on their conditions.  

Tons of foul food
confiscated in
recent crackdowns

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Farwaniya detectives arrested
three people responsible for at least 17
robberies in which they broke into cars
parked in various areas around Kuwait and
stole their contents. Car owners had
reported that their vehicles were targeted
at the Friday Market in Rai, as well as the
parking lots of Farwaniya, Amiri and Sabah
Hospitals, in addition to the courts com-
plexes in Regaei and Jahra, Mubarakiya
Market and Ardhiya Industrial. Detectives
monitored the places where the robberies
were reported, and were able to identify
two Arab men as prime suspects after they
were seen frequenting those locations. The
two men were arrested and taken for ques-
tioning, during which they admitted to
committing the robberies. They led police
to a third suspect who they said they have

sold the stolen goods to. Police arrested
the third man; who confirmed that he
bought the items from the two other sus-
pects, but denied knowledge of them being
stolen. Police obtained a warrant to search
his Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh apartment as well as
the other suspects’ residences, where they
found some of the stolen items, as well as
tools that they used in breaking vehicles’
windows. The suspects were taken to the
relevant authorities for further action.

Crackdowns
The Interior Ministry’s relations and

security information department said the
general security sector carried out several
campaigns in all governorates from March
11 to 17, 2018 - 315 checkpoints were set
up, resulting in the arrest of 253 persons
for felony and civil cases, 597 residency
violators, 44 fugitives, as well as 77 illegal
workers and roaming vendors. Seventy
drugs cases were recorded and 1,424 traf-
fic citations were issued, while 109 vehicles
were impounded and 18 cars wanted by
authorities were recovered.

Garage fire
Firemen battled a blaze in a Shuwaikh

Industrial garage that spread to two neigh-
boring garages. The fire was brought under
control and no injuries were reported.
Industrial Shuwaikh, Shuhada and backup
centers responded to the call.

Three car
break-in
suspects
arrested
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Ooredoo sponsors
education college
students’ visit to Doha
KUWAIT: Ooredoo Kuwait sponsored a trip for 60 stu-
dents at the Ministry of Education - Kuwait University, to
Doha, Qatar. The five-day trip was in collaboration and
coordination of Al-Mostaqilla Student Bloc. The trip
included visits to the Qatar Foundation, Qatar University,
Qatar’s Education City, Qatar Museum, Qatar National
Convention Centre, and Al-Wabra Wildlife Conservatory.

In a statement about the visit, Ooredoo Kuwait’s
Corporate Communication Senior Director Mijbil Alayoub

noted that the sponsorship
of this visit comes in align-
ment with the company’s
core values and its corporate
social responsibility strategy,
which places a lot of impor-
tance on youth as they are
the leaders of the future. He
added: “Qatar boasts a num-
ber of academic, educational
and cultural venues and enti-
ties, and we are certain that

the visit was of great value to the students.”
Ooredoo Kuwait’s corporate social responsibility

strategy supports the collaboration between different
entities in both the private and public sectors to enrich
the experience of youth and help them reach their
potential. 

Mijbil Alayoub

ISTANBUL: Limak Insaat Kuwait, a fully-owned sub-
sidiary of Limak Group of Companies established
through the Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion
Authority (KDIPA), held a graduation ceremony in
Istanbul for the first graduating batch of its university-
level training program for aspiring female engineers,
“Kuwait’s Engineer Girls”. In partnership with Turkey’s
Bogazici University, the 200-hour internship and training
program celebrated 30 Kuwaiti female students who are
enrolled in Kuwait University’s undergraduate and gradu-
ate engineering programs.

The graduating students were awarded a Business
Technology Education Council (BTEC) Management and
Leadership certification recognized in over 100 countries,
a Certificate from Bogazici Lifelong Learning Center
(BULLC), and a Certificate of Field Training from Kuwait
University.

Launched on May 8, 2017, the ‘Kuwait’s Engineer
Girls’ program is a joint project implemented through a
partnership between Kuwait University, Turkey’s Bogazici
University and Limak Insaat Kuwait. The project-based

learning program consist of 200 training hours divided
into seven modules with an aim to empower students’
leadership and management skills and help them envision
their future careers in
engineering.

More than 90 people
attended the ceremony
including Limak Foundation
Chairwoman Ebru Ozdemir,
Undersecretary of Kuwait’s
Ministry of Public Works
Awatef Al-Ghunaim,
BULLC Director Dr Tamer
Atabarut, Kuwait University
College of Engineering and
Petroleum Director of
Engineering Training and
Alumni Center Dr Bader
Albusairi, and the Ambassador of the State of Kuwait to
Turkey Ghassan Yousef Abdulbari Al-Zawawi, who all
spoke at the ceremony to commemorate the graduates’

achievements and the program’s success. “Investing in
Kuwait’s future with more than one project at a time, we
are proud to be here today to celebrate the graduation of

the first batch of the
“Kuwait’s Engineer Girls”
program who are now
equipped to take part in
the development of the
country and contribute
to Kuwait’s future vision
and ambitious mega
projects,” said Limak
Foundation Chairwoman
Ebru Ozdemir. 

“The most important
and valuable component
in construction projects
are engineers and

through our program we are helping to prepare them for
their future. I congratulate the girls for their success and
wish them the best of luck in their future careers whether

they choose to join Limak on our projects in Kuwait, or
another opportunity to better their country.”

Limak Insaat, which is currently constructing Kuwait’s
new airport terminal and other landmark projects in
Kuwait and the world, is a strong and long-term advocate
of the advancement of women in the engineering and con-
struction sector in the Middle East. Limak’s support for
female engineers in Kuwait is part of the company’s
greater regional efforts to add permanent value to
Kuwait’s society by supporting education and learning
opportunities in the fields of construction, engineering,
architecture, and project management. The Kuwait pro-
gram is modelled after a successful program launched by
Limak Insaat in Turkey in 2015, “Turkey’s Engineer Girls.”

The Limak Group of Companies is a worldwide
leader in building and managing state-of-the-art infra-
structure projects. The Group operates in over 17 coun-
tries with more than 65,000 employees and across vari-
ous sectors, including tourism, cement, energy, infra-
structure, airport management and operations, port
management, food and aviation. 

Limak graduates 30 aspiring
Kuwaiti female engineers

As part of its ‘Kuwait’s Engineer Girls’ training program

In partnership
with Bogazici

University

Diabetes Awareness
Day held at
Marina Crescent 
KUWAIT: Following the recent press conference
announcement by Kuwait Projects Company (Holding)
(KIPCO) in collaboration with United Real Estate
Company (URC) who partnered with the Diabetes Unit in
Amiri Hospital, the 7th Annual Diabetes Awareness Day

was successfully held on Saturday, March 17th and wit-
nessed heavy footfall.

Many visitors carried out free health checks on blood
pressure, eyes and foot examinations, received advice
from attending healthcare professionals, as well as tips
on types of activities to follow through the effective uti-
lization of diet  centers, sport equipment’s and available
gymnasiums.

The largest known diabetes campaign that was
organized with the support of Public Authority for Food
and Nutrition (PAFN) and the Public Authority for
Youth and Sports (PAYS) aimed to address one of
Kuwait’s fastest growing epidemics and highlight pre-
ventive measures.

Kuwaiti wins
Gulf Nahmah
Prize in Qatar
DOHA: Faisal Malallah of Kuwait won
Saturday Qatar’s Cultural Village
Foundation’s (Katara) art of Gulf
Nahmah Prize, and was followed by
Ali Al-Haddad from Qatar while third
place went to Hamad bin Hussain, also

from Kuwait.  Malallah won the
100,000 Qatari Riyal while second
place winner got QR 70,000. Bin
Hussain won QR 50,000. The organ-
izing committee gave the fourth place
winner, Oman’s Nassr Al-Sulaimi, a
QR 15,000 award as an encourage-
ment of his efforts.

Dr Bader Al-Duweesh, Assistant
Secretary General of Kuwait’s National
Council for Culture, Art and Letter
(NCCAL), said that he was proud of
Kuwaiti singers in Katara’s 2nd edition
of the Nahmah Prize. He commended
the performance of Malallah and bin

Hussain, saying their capabilities to per-
form qualified them to win the top spots.

These events, said Duweesh,
revived the tradition of the forefathers
during their sea trips. The competition
categories include traditional singing
types: Dawari, Al-Yamal, Al-Khatfa,
Adsani, Haddadi and Mkholfi. The
Nahmah singing used to be performed
during trips of fishing or pearl diving.
The Nahmah singer entertains the
sailors during the harsh journeys. The
singer, through the Nahmah, prayed to
Allah to ease their pain and difficulties
they face at sea. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: Children and their families spent an Open
Day Saturday at the Sadu House, enjoying fun activi-
ties aimed at highlighting some of cultural aspects of
Kuwait. Children were exposed to handicrafts, tradi-
tions and how forefathers used to live, in cozy work-

shops organized by the Sadu House. They also learned
how to weave, cook and tell stories. Some volunteers
participated in playing traditional games with the kids.
Bin Hussein band performed live music that added a
lively atmosphere to the open day. —KUNA

Sadu House organizes Open Day

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Foodstuff prices will  not rise before
Ramadan, an official assured yesterday. “People say
prices will increase before or during Ramadan, but this
is not correct,” said Ali Hashim Al-Kandari, Chairman
of the Union of Consumer Co-operative Societies
(UCCS). UCCS has not increased prices of any prod-
ucts since 2016. We will not
allow any artificial hikes in
the prices of any product
before Ramadan, and for
this purpose, we have
formed a committee to
monitor prices in all co-ops.
The committee will  not
approve any price hike sug-
gested by any company.”

Kandari made his state-
ments yesterday after inau-
gurating the Kuwait
International Agro Food Expo; an event that Kuwait
hosts for the first time. “We will be meeting soon with
one of the biggest agents in the local market to set a
plan for subsidizing some of their products and lower
their profit by 10-15 percent, which is considered as
their cooperation with the union. This will relieve con-
sumers’ expenditure,” he added. But prices of some

products differ from one co-op to another. “If the
products are under the control of the union, they
should be of the same price in all co-ops, but this does-
n’t apply to other items. Also, some co-ops run festivals
or promotions with discounts on various items,” he
explained. 

Over 35 companies from 10 countries are participat-
ing in the two-day fair which takes place at Hall 4A of

the International Fair
Ground in Mishref. The
expo is an important event
as food security is a crucial
part of the national devel-
opment agenda of the gov-
ernment, Kandari stated.
“Such exhibitions are useful
for the local market. The
participants in the expo are
displaying new products,
and new agents are partici-
pating as well. This provides

a wider variety of food products to the local market,
and also increases competition,” he noted.

“After my tour of the expo, I noticed many high-
quality products. Also, the timing of the expo is perfect
as it is close to the start of the holy month of Ramadan,
when people focus more on purchasing food,” conclud-
ed Kandari.

No foodstuff price increases
before Ramadan: Union Chief

Food security is a crucial part of the national development agenda

Prices could
vary from one

co-op to
another

KUWAIT: Ali Hashim Al-Kandari, Chairman of the Union of Consumer Co-operative Societies (center)
inaugurates the Kuwait International Agro Food Expo yesterday. —KUNA

Ali Hashim Al-Kandari, Chairman of the Union of Consumer Co-operative Societies (left) tours the Kuwait
International Agro Food Expo. A Chinese pavilion participating in the Kuwait International Agro Food Expo.



BERLIN: A woman holds a poster reading ‘Put In - Put Out’ as she demonstrates outside the Russian embassy in Berlin, where people queued to cast their votes for Russia’s presidential elections yesterday. Russians were voting in an elec-
tion set to hand President Vladimir Putin a fourth Kremlin term but slammed by the opposition as a sham as tensions with Britain escalated over the poisoning of a former Russian double agent. —AFP

UST-DJEGUTA: Russians vote in a presidential election yes-
terday expected to give Vladimir Putin an easy victory, though
the Kremlin could miss out on the resounding mandate it
wants if large numbers, bored by a one-sided contest, do not
bother to vote. Opinion polls give Putin, the incumbent, sup-
port of around 70 percent, or nearly 10 times the backing of
his nearest challenger. 

Another term will take him to nearly a quarter century in
power - a longevity among Kremlin leaders second only to
Soviet dictator Josef Stalin. Many voters credit Putin, a 65-
year-old former KGB spy, with standing up for Russia’s interests
in what they view as a hostile outside world. A row with Britain
over allegations the Kremlin used a nerve toxin to poison a
Russian double agent in a sleepy English town - denied by
Moscow - has not dented his standing.   

“I voted for our liberator, Putin,” said Alexander Kiryukhin, a
79-year-old in the city of Simferopol, Crimea.  Russia’s annexa-
tion of the region from Ukraine in 2014 earned Putin condemna-
tion from Western governments and admiration from many
Russians.  “He sorted our lives out, he’s irreplaceable for the
state,” said Kiryukhin. Putin’s opponents alleged officials were
trying to inflate the turnout, by opening up stalls selling dis-
counted goods at polling stations, and instructing state employ-
ees to report back to their bosses that they had voted. Reuters
reporters witnessed multiple people in different locations voting

in groups, and then taking photos of themselves in front of the
ballot boxes on their mobile phones.

In polling station 1515 in Zelenodolsk, 800 km east of
Moscow, five people photographed themselves voting.  Asked
by a Reuters reporter why,
one of the group, a young
woman, said: “What do you
mean why? It’s a photo-
graphic report for our boss-
es.” At polling station num-
ber 216 in Ust-Djeguta, in
the Karachayevo-Cherkessia
region of southern Russia,
Marina Kostina was mar-
shalling groups of voters to
be photographed. Asked
why one woman was pho-
tographed, Kostina said:
“Her work asked her to
report in.”

Putin’s dominance
The first politician in years to challenge the Kremlin’s grip

on power, Alexei Navalny, is barred from the race because of a
corruption conviction he says was fabricated by the Kremlin.

He is calling for a boycott of the election, saying it is an unde-
mocratic farce. A day of voting across Russia’s 11 time zones
began at 2000 GMT on Saturday on Russia’s eastern edge, in
the Pacific coast city of Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky. Voting

will run until polls close at
the westernmost point of
Russia, the Kaliningrad
region on the Baltic Sea, at
1800 GMT. The majority of
voters see no viable alterna-
tive to Putin: he has total
dominance of the political
scene and state-run televi-
sion, where most people get
their news, gives lavish cov-
erage of Putin and little air-
time to his rivals.

Many Russians believe
he has restored stability
after the chaos that ensued

after the Soviet Union collapsed. A March 9 survey by state-
run pollster VTsIOM gave Putin, who was first elected presi-
dent in 2000, support of 69 percent.  His nearest rival Pavel
Grudinin, the Communist Party’s candidate, was on just 7 per-
cent. “There is no intrigue. I do not see any point for me in

going to the election,” said Alexei Khvorostov, a resident of
Krasnodar, in southern Russia. Ella Pamfilova, head of the
commission organizing the vote nationwide, has said any fraud
will be stamped out. 

She said those alleging the election was rigged were biased
and peddling “Russophobia”, echoing a line used by the
Kremlin to describe Western criticism of Russia. A low turnout
would diminish Putin’s authority in his next term, which, under
the constitution, has to be his last. Yevgeny Roizman, a
Kremlin opponent who is mayor of the industrial city of
Yekaterinburg, said officials were using inducements to per-
suade people to vote. “They’re herding the whole country to
the polling stations,” Roizman, a rare example of an elected
official opposed to the Kremlin, said in a video blog. “It’s
degrading... We’re not sheep.”

Irina Kornienko, 68, was running a stall selling clothes at a
school in Kemerovo, Siberia, that was hosting two polling sta-
tions. Her T-shirts were on sale for 200 roubles ($3.48), and
underwear for 50 roubles. She said she was given special
incentives by the local government to set up her stall yester-
day. “The administration told me I could sell my stuff at a low-
er price if I came here today. These prices aren’t usually
allowed.  It’s the same for the people selling food, the prices
are much lower. But that’s good for people here, life is hard,”
she said. —Reuters

Putin on track for a commanding victory
Opinion polls give Putin around 70% support

Kremlin’s 
critics allege

turnout is
artificially

inflated
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Five Indians killed in 
cross-border shelling 
by Pakistani troops
SRINAGAR: Five members of an Indian family were killed
and two injured by shelling from Pakistani troops yesterday
along the Line of Control, the de facto border between
India and Pakistan, according to army and police officials.
Both sides were engaging in heavy shelling despite a 15-
year-old ceasefire between the nuclear-armed rivals in the
area, the officials said. Nine people were also wounded
across the border in Pakistan-controlled Kashmir due to the
shelling from India that began late Saturday night, Pakistani
officials said yesterday.

Tension has been running high since an attack on an
Indian army camp in India-controlled Kashmir last month in
which six soldiers were killed. India blamed Pakistan for the
attack and said it would make its rival pay for the “misad-
venture”. The South Asian neighbors have fought two of
their three wars since independence in 1947 over Muslim-
majority Kashmir, which they both claim in full but rule in
part. Indian Defense spokesman Lt Col Devender Anand
said yesterday that Pakistani troops started the shelling
around 7:45 in the morning. 

“They are specifically targeting civilian areas,” Anand
said. “Army troops retaliated strongly and effectively to

silence Pakistani guns.” Director General of Indian Police in
Kashmir, S P Vaid said the five people were killed in the vil-
lage of Devta Dhar when a shell hit the house of Choudhary
Mohammad Ramzan. Ramzan, 45, his wife Malka Bi, 45, and
three sons - Muhammad Rehman, 19, Muhammad Rizwan,
18, and Muhammad Razaq, 8 all died, Vaid said. Two of
Ramzan’s daughters - Nooren Akhtar, 14, and Marin Akhtar,
7, were critically injured in the incident and were airlifted to
a hospital in Jammu, Vaid said. —Reuters

What next for rebels,
civilians in Ghouta?
BEIRUT: As Russia-backed Syrian regime forces chip away at
what remains of the last opposition bastion outside Damascus,
experts say the future looks bleak for rebels there. What is
likely to happen to these opposition fighters, most of whom
hail from the area, as well as tens of thousands of civilians still
inside the besieged enclave?

How do things stand? 
Government forces have retaken 80 percent of the former

rebel bastion since launching a blistering air and ground
assault to retake it on February 18, the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights says. They have split the remaining areas under
rebel control into three separate pockets, each held by differ-
ent opposition factions, the Britain-based monitor says. The
rebel Jaish al-Islam group is isolated in a northern pocket
around the main town of Douma, while hardliners from Ahrar
al-Sham control a small area around the town of Harasta to the
west. In the south, Faylaq al-Rahman holds the town of Arbin
and surrounding territory. When fighting stops, negotiations
are likely to determine the fate of opposition fighters and civil-
ians there, analysts say.

“Fighting will stop at some point and they will negotiate,”
geography expert Fabrice Balanche said, adding that such
talks could be prolonged. As it seeks to win back control of
the country, the Assad regime has often sought evacuation
deals in rebel-held areas after brutal bombardment cam-
paigns or suffocating sieges. This was the case in the central
city Homs in 2014 and in the northern city of Aleppo as
regime forces retook full control of it in late 2016.  These so-
called “reconciliation” deals saw rebels evacuated to other
parts of the country under opposition control, including the
northwestern province of Idlib.

Will Ghouta see evacuation?
Eastern Ghouta’s rebels have said they reject any evacua-

tion, but on Friday announced they were prepared to hold
direct United Nations-backed ceasefire talks with regime
backer Russia. Thomas Pierret, another Syria analyst, said the
rebels stood little chance against the onslaught, which the
Observatory says has claimed more than 1,400 civilian lives in
a month.

However “excel lent in urban warfare” Eastern
Ghouta’s rebels are, they “can’t do much faced with the
regime’s fire power”, he said. When fighting stops, talks
will decide what becomes of the rebels-most of whom,
Pierret said, originate from the region. Aron Lund, a fel-
low with the Century Foundation, said that makes evacua-
tions particularly devastating. —AFP

BALHAMA, India: Indian Kashmiri villagers look on next to the
debris of a house after a gunbattle between suspected militants
and government forces in the Balhama area of Khanmoh district
near Srinagar. —AFP



WASHINGTON: Donald Trump will host
Saudi Arabia’s crown prince in Washington
tomorrow, giving the president a receptive
audience to denounce rival Iran and a
chance to take stock of significant changes
the prince is engineering in the kingdom.
Ten months after the last face-to-face
meeting between Trump and Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman, in Riyadh, the 71-
year-old president and the 32-year-old
strongman prince are expected to deepen
an already warm and congenial relationship. 

But they are also expected to take up
major developments for Saudi Arabia, both
internally and externally: the end of a ban
on Saudi women driving, the unprecedent-
ed detention of dozens of people that was
billed as a high-level anti-corruption
purge, Saudi involvement in the war in
Yemen, and the crisis with the Gulf state of
Qatar. “It’s jaw-dropping how many policy
changes the Saudis have pursued at home
and in the region since that last meeting,”
said Lori Plotkin Boghardt, a former CIA
analyst now with the Washington Institute
for Near East Policy. 

“Many of these changes have touched
US security interests.” One example is the
summit that the administration had hoped
to host this year with the six countries of
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), which
could be difficult to arrange given the con-
tinuing crisis with Qatar. In June, Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) began an air and sea boycott against

Qatar, which they accuse of financing ter-
rorism and being overly friendly with Iran.

Prince Mohammed, known by his initials
MBS, was named Crown Prince that month
by his father, King Salman. Early on, the
prince announced an ambitious “Vision
2030” initiative to build an economy less
dependent on oil, while luring more foreign
investment. Toward that end, Riyadh wants
to greatly accelerate the pace of its civilian
nuclear energy program. The goal: to build
16 reactors over the next 20 years, at a
cost of some 80 billion euros ($98 billion),
according to officials and analysts.  

As the Saudis pursue the technology
needed to undertake the ambitious project,
they are expected to play potential rivals
against one another, reminding their
American counterparts that China, Russia
and France are also capable of filling their
needs. “It would be virtually impossible for
the Saudi government to accept terms that
are less than what Obama gave the
Iranians-the possibility of future enrich-
ment,” a source close to the Saudi govern-
ment told AFP, referring to the nuclear deal
between Tehran and world powers that was
completed when Barack Obama was still
president.

Bloody war in Yemen 
The United States and Saudi Arabia are

historic allies. Ever since Franklin Delano
Roosevelt met with King Abdul Aziz ibn
Saud on a US naval ship in the Suez Canal

in 1945, every American president has
carefully nurtured relations with the Saudi
royal family. But the unstinting support
Trump offered when he chose Riyadh as
the destination of his first overseas trip as
president brought the relationship to a new
level. While Barack Obama said in 2015
that it was important “not to perpetuate
any long-term confrontation with Iran, or
to even marginalize Iran,” Trump, who has
repeatedly threatened to withdraw from
the nuclear deal reached that year with
Tehran, has chosen a very different path. 

“Everywhere we go in the Middle East
it’s Iran, Iran, Iran,” he said a few days ago.
“Every problem is Iran.” Even before set-
ting foot on American soil , Prince
Mohammed struck a scathing tone toward
Iran in an interview with CBS, comparing
the territorial ambitions of that country’s
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei to
those of Adolf Hitler in Nazi Germany. And
he warned that if Iran were to develop a
nuclear bomb, Saudi Arabia would do the
same “as soon as possible.” But critics are
cautioning the White House not to blindly
embrace every stance taken by the Saudi
prince, particularly as concerns its role in
the bloody civil war in Yemen.

Fighting between the Houthi movement,
supported by Iran, and Yemeni government
forces, backed by the Saudis and the UAE,
has claimed nearly 10,000 lives and left the
country on the verge of a disastrous
famine. In an opinion column early this

month in the New York Times, Thomas
Friedman, writing in the form of an open
letter to Trump, urged the president not to
give in to Prince Mohammed’s “bad
impulses” as he seeks to modernize Saudi

Arabia’s “economy and religious/social
structure.” He then adds: “If you think you
can just applaud his anti-Iran stance and
religious reforms and all will work out fine,
you’re wrong.” — AFP 
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Trump to host Crown Prince 
who has rocked the kingdom

US, Saudi leaders to deepen an already congenial relationship

LONDON: In this file photo, Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed Bin Salman
arrives for talks at 10 Downing Street, in central London. — AFP 
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US-Saudi Arabia 
partnership: A 
long affair
WASHINGTON: The longstanding rela-
tionship between the United States and
Saudi Arabia, its main Middle East ally, is
founded largely on the exchange of
American security for Saudi oil. As Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman
heads to Washington for talks with
President Donald Trump, here is a look
over the partnership.

Partners since 1945
The discovery of vast oil reserves

beneath Saudi sands in the late 1930s
secured the kingdom’s place as a vital
partner for the energy-hungry United
States. The two countries initiated diplo-
matic relations in 1940 during World
War II. The partnership was sealed in
1945 at a historic meeting between then-
king Abdul Aziz ibn Saud and US presi-
dent Franklin D Roosevelt on board the
USS Quincy as it cruised the Suez Canal.
The agreement promised the kingdom
military protection in exchange for
access to oil.

Cooperation
When Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein

invaded Kuwait in 1990, then-US presi-
dent George H.W. Bush launched
Operation Desert Storm that soon liber-
ated the country. The United States used
airbases in Saudi Arabia as vital staging
posts, sending thousands of American
troops into the kingdom.  It was “a
moment of unparalleled cooperation
between two great nations,” Bush said.
In the years that followed, US-led coali-
tion planes took off from Saudi bases to
enforce no-fly zones in Iraq.

September 11
The 9/11 attacks that killed almost

3,000 people in the United States test-
ed the US-Saudi relationship, with 15 of

the 19 Al-Qaeda attackers from Saudi
Arabia. Saudi Arabia condemned the
attacks but was accused of secretly
financing extremist militants. It refused
to take part in retaliatory strikes on Al-
Qaeda bases in Afghanistan in late 2001;
Riyadh was also not part of the 2003
US-led invasion of Iraq that led to
Saddam Hussein’s downfall. Washington
pulled most of its remaining troops from
the kingdom from 2003 and transferred
its regional military headquarters to
Qatar, while continuing military cooper-
ation with Riyadh.

Obama: A crisis of confidence
Simmering tensions between the

administration of US president Barack
Obama and Saudi Arabia came to a head
when Riyadh refused in October 2013 a
seat on the UN Security Council. It was
an unprecedented act aimed at protest-
ing inaction over the Syrian conflict, then
in its third year. Riyadh, which backs
rebels fighting against the regime of
Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad, was
angry that Obama pulled out of strikes
against the Syrian regime a month earli-
er. The 2015 agreement over Iran’s
nuclear program further rattled the
Sunni kingdom’s confidence as it feared
Washington was tilting towards its
regional Shiite rival.  

Total support under Trump
Riyadh has issued a series of laudato-

ry comments about the Trump adminis-
tration, which echoes its concerns about
Iranian regional influence. Trump chose
Saudi Arabia for his first foreign trip
after taking office, arriving in May 2017
to much fanfare and ceremony. The part-
ners announced major contracts worth
more than $380 billion-including $110
billion for the sale of American arms to
Saudi Arabia, aimed at countering what
they see as a threat from Iran and radical
Islamists.  The allies also both accuse
Iran of involvement in the Yemen conflict
on the side of Houthi rebels. At the head
of an Arab military coalition, Riyadh has
since March 2015 deployed forces
against the rebels, who captured the
capital Sanaa in 2014. — AFP 

WASHINGTON DC: This file photo taken on March 14, 2017 shows US
President Donald Trump and Saudi Deputy Crown Prince and Defense
Minister Mohammed bin Salman shaking hands in the State Dining Room
before lunch at the White House. — AFP 
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WASHINGTON: Donald Trump slammed
the FBI as he hailed the firing of a veteran
Bureau agent as a “great day for democra-
cy,” a move his attorney said he hoped
would bring an end to a probe into alleged
collusion between the president’s campaign
and Russia. Critics described the axing of
Andrew McCabe-the deputy of former FBI
director James Comey-as a “dangerous”
ploy to discredit the top US law enforce-
ment agency as well as the work of Robert
Mueller, the special counsel investigating
Russian influence in the 2016 election.

McCabe is a potential key witness in the
Russia probe. Trump on Saturday via
Twitter blasted the alleged “tremendous
leaking, lying and corruption at the highest
levels of the FBI, Justice & State.” He also
reiterated long-running criticism of the
Mueller investigation, terming it a “witch
hunt” and saying that it “should never have
been started in that there was no collusion
and there was no crime.”

McCabe job offer   
Earlier, Trump’s personal attorney, John

Dowd, told the Daily Beast that he hoped
Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein
would follow the lead of the FBI Office of
Professional Responsibility and “bring an
end to alleged Russia Collusion investiga-
tion manufactured by McCabe’s boss James
Comey based upon a fraudulent and cor-
rupt Dossier.” 

Dowd told the Daily Beast he was speak-
ing for the president. But in a subsequent
statement he said he had been “speaking for
myself, not the president.” McCabe, who has
endured a year of withering attacks from

Trump, was fired by the Justice Department
late Friday, just two days before he was to
retire after 21 years with the FBI. Critics say
the firing is a step in Trump’s plan to engi-
neer Mueller’s dismissal, potentially sparking
a constitutional crisis. 

Mueller is also examining whether Trump
might have obstructed justice, including by fir-

ing Comey last May. One Democratic lawmak-
er, Mark Pocan of Wisconsin, announced
Saturday that he offered McCabe a job in his
office so he can complete the time necessary to
retire with full federal benefits. “My offer of
employment to Mr McCabe is a legitimate
offer to work on election security,” Pocan said
in a statement. McCabe spokeswoman Melissa
Schwartz was non-committal. “We are consid-
ering all options,” she told the Washington Post.

‘War’ on the FBI   
“Andrew McCabe FIRED, a great day for

the hard working men and women of the
FBI - A great day for Democracy,” Trump
tweeted soon after the firing. McCabe

denied any impropriety and said he was
the victim of a Trump administration
“war” against the FBI and the special
counsel. McCabe kept memos of his inter-
actions with Trump, US media reported
Saturday, adding that the documents
could bolster his version of events. Comey
pushed back as well. 

“Mr President, the
American people will hear
my story very soon. And
they can judge for them-
selves who is honorable and
who is not,” he tweeted. The
Justice Department said an
internal investigation had
found that McCabe made
unauthorized disclosures to
the media, and had not been
fully honest “on multiple
occasions” with the depart-
ment’s inspector general.

“The FBI expects every
employee to adhere to the highest stan-
dards of honesty, integrity and accountabil-
ity,” Attorney General Jeff Sessions said in a
statement. Lack of candor under oath is a
firing offense at the FBI, but the politically-
charged context of the move raised ques-
tions among McCabe’s backers. Former CIA
chief John Brennan lost his patience with
Trump. “When the full extent of your venal-
ity, moral turpitude and political corruption
becomes known, you will take your rightful
place as a disgraced demagogue in the
dustbin of history,” he tweeted.

‘Not political appointees’    
Trump, in an early afternoon tweet, belit-

tled the media for its coverage of the story,
saying: “The Fake News is beside them-
selves that McCabe was caught, called out
and fired...” In a second tweet he again
denied any collusion with Russia. Details of
the inspector general’s probe were not
made public, but it involved the FBI’s han-
dling of the 2016 investigation into Trump’s
election rival, Democrat Hillary Clinton.
Trump has repeatedly accused McCabe and
Comey of protecting Clinton from prosecu-
tion, including over her misuse of a private
email server while she was secretary of
state. The inspector general’s probe was
“part of an unprecedented effort by the
administration, driven by the president him-
self, to remove me from my position,

destroy my reputation, and possibly strip
me of a pension that I worked 21 years to
earn,” McCabe said in a statement. 

“It is part of this administration’s ongoing
war with the FBI and the efforts of the spe-
cial counsel investigation.” But one law pro-
fessor defended the Justice Department’s
investigators. “These are not political
appointees,” Jonathan Turley of George
Washington University told CNN. “They
clearly concluded that McCabe misled
them-and that he misled them on one of the
core issues they were investigating.” The
White House has shown mounting frustra-
tion with the collusion probe, as it focuses
ever more closely on the president’s inner
circle.—AFP 

Trump attacks FBI as his lawyer 
calls for an end to Russia probe

US president hails FBI official’s firing

News in brief

7 sentenced to death
DHAKA: A court in Bangladesh sentenced seven militants
to death yesterday after finding them guilty of killing a
shrine worker in 2015, court officials said. Bangladesh, a
Muslim-majority country of 160 million people, is facing
what appears to be a growing threat of militant violence
and has seen a string of incidents in recent years. Shrine
caretaker, Rahamat Ali, 60, was hacked to death in
November 2015 in the northern district of Rangpur. Six
others accused of the attack were acquitted by the court.
The convicted men were members of the Jamaat-ul-
Mujahideen Bangladesh group, public prosecutor Rathish
Chandra Bhowmik told reporters. —Reuters

Nations urged to quit ICC
MANILA: Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte yester-
day urged other nations to follow his move to quit the
International Criminal Court, which is examining his dead-
ly drug war. Duterte lashed out at the war crimes tribunal
days after his government notified the United Nations of
his decision to withdraw the Philippines from the Rome
Statute which set up the court. “I said withdraw simply
because to announce to the world, and I will convince
everybody now who (is) under the treaty: get out, get out.
It is rude,” Duterte said in a speech to Philippine Military
Academy graduates. “It is not a document that was pre-
pared by anybody. —AFP

Philippine hotel fire
MANILA: Three people were killed and 23 injured by a
major hotel fire in the Philippine capital Manila yesterday,
with others plucked by helicopter from the rooftop of the
building engulfed in thick black smoke, authorities said.
The blaze at the Waterfront Manila Pavilion, a high-rise
hotel and casino complex, was still raging nine hours after
it began yesterday morning, with two people missing as
hundreds fled the area. Authorities initially said four peo-
ple had died but later clarified that one victim had been
revived in hospital, according to Metro Manila
Development Authority acting chief Jojo Garcia. The three
who died had likely suffocated while another 23 people
had been taken to hospital, said Manila city’s disaster risk
reduction chief, Johnny Yu.—AFP 

Fires rage in Australia
MELBOURNE: Homes were razed, cattle killed and large
swathes of land burnt yesterday as bush and grass fires
rage in Australia amid hot and blustery conditions, with
residents fleeing flame-filled red skies. Dozens of blazes
in western and southwestern Victoria state began on
Saturday and a change in wind direction early Sunday
worsened the situation. Some 40,000 hectares have been
damaged, and “hundreds of beef and dairy cattle will be
lost as a result of these fires”, Victoria’s Emergency
Management Commissioner Craig Lapsley told reporters
Sunday. Up to 12 homes were “impacted”, he added, with
broadcaster ABC reporting they were “destroyed”.
“We’ve got fires, major fires, running. —AFP 

Sri Lanka ends emergency 
COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s president announced yesterday
he is lifting a nationwide state of emergency imposed 12
days ago to quell anti-Muslim riots in which three people
died and hundreds of shops were destroyed. Maithripala
Sirisena said improvements in the security situation
prompted him to end the emergency, under which security
forces and the police had sweeping powers to detain sus-
pects. “Upon assessing the public safety situation, I
instructed to revoke the state of emergency from midnight
yesterday,” Sirisena said on Twitter as he returned to the
island after a tour of Japan. Much of the anti-Muslim vio-
lence was concentrated in the central district of Kandy, 115
kilometers northeast of the capital Colombo.—AFP 

Critics
denounce 

axing of
McCabe as
‘dangerous’ 

UK accuses Russia of 
secretly stockpiling 
deadly nerve agent 
LONDON: British Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson said
yesterday that Russia has been stockpiling the deadly
nerve agent used to poison a Russian former double agent
in England and has been investigating how such weapons
can be used in assassinations. Britain has said Russia used
the Soviet-era nerve agent called Novichok to attack
Sergei Skripal and his daughter Yulia in the first known
offensive use of such a weapon on European soil since
World War Two. Russia has denied any involvement.

“We actually have evidence within the last 10 years that
Russia has not only been investigating the delivery of
nerve agents for the purposes of assassination, but has
also been creating and stockpiling Novichok,” Johnson
told the BBC. Britain and Russia have each expelled 23
diplomats over the attack as relations between the two
countries crash to a post-Cold War low. Skripal, a former
colonel in Russian military intelligence who betrayed
dozens of Russian agents to Britain, and his daughter are
fighting for their lives after they were found collapsed on a
bench in the city of Salisbury two weeks ago. 

Officials from the world’s chemical weapons watchdog
will arrive in Britain today to investigate the samples used
in the attack and the results should be known in about two
weeks, Britain’s foreign ministry said. The foreign ministry
said that if Russia has been stockpiling nerve agents this
would amount to a violation of the Chemical Weapons
Convention, of which Moscow is a signatory.

Russia’s ambassador to the European Union Vladimir

Chizhov told the same program that his country has
destroyed its reserves of such substances and a British
research laboratory could be the source of the nerve agent
used in the attack. Johnson dismissed those claims and
said Russia’s reaction “was not the response of a country
that really believes itself to be innocent”. 

“Their response has been a mix of smug sarcasm and
denial and obfuscation,” he said. Johnson said Britain’s
National Security Council will meet later this week to
decide “what further measures, if any” may be taken,

and that the government may decide to target Russian
wealth in Britain.

The British capital has been dubbed “Londongrad” due
to the large quantities of Russian money that have poured
in since the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991. Some
British lawmakers have urged Prime Minister Theresa May
to freeze the private assets of senior members in Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s circle. Putin is expected to easi-
ly win a presidential election yesterday which would take
him to nearly a quarter of a century in power. —Reuters

Angry islanders: 
Why France faces 
protests overseas
PARIS: A month-long campaign of strikes
and protests on the French Indian Ocean
island of Mayotte has shone a light on the
simmering resentment in some of France’s
tropical outposts over perceived neglect
by the state. Supplies of fuel, drugs and
other essentials are running dangerously
low on the island of 250,000 people off
southeast Africa as protesters dig in for
more funding-and empathy-from Paris.

The spice island in the Comoros archi-
pelago, which has been governed by
France since the mid-1800s, is the fourth
overseas territory to be paralyzed by
strikes over living conditions in the past
decade. An attack by a gang on a school lit
the fuse on frustration over mass migration
and growing lawlessness in France’s poor-
est department, which many link to the
influx of arrivals by sea from neighboring
non-French Comoran islands.

Visiting minister for overseas territories
Annick Girardin failed to convince the
demonstrators to abandon the barricades
this week, despite a promise of police rein-
forcements to combat crime and a clamp-
down on illegal migration. “They made the
same promises to our parents and grand-
parents,” Toto Amachebane, head of a
striking transport company, said dismis-
sively. France’s collection of overseas terri-
tories stretch from the islands of Wallis and
Futuna in the South Pacific to Saint Pierre
and Miquelon in the northwest Atlantic to
Reunion island off Madagascar.

Attachment to the former colonial
mothership is generally strong, particularly

in the five overseas departments of
Martinique, Guadeloupe, French Guiana,
Mayotte and Reunion island. But many in
the scattered parts of overseas France
complain of being made to feel like an
afterthought. The development gap with
the mainland is particularly striking in
Mayotte, which broke ranks with the three
other Comoros islands in voting against
independence in the 1970s but was only
fully integrated into France in 2011.  

Unemployment of 25.9 percent is over
double that in France as a whole and public
services are woefully deficient: Mayotte
had 18 doctors per 100,000 inhabitants in
2012, compared to an average of 201 in the
rest of France.  “There is a lot of impa-
tience in Mayotte. Some people expected
things would be settled in six months, but
it’s going to take a generation or two,”
Olivier Sudrie, an economist at BDE con-
sultancy on governance told AFP.  While
poor in French terms, Mayotte is a beacon
of prosperity for residents of the severely
impoverished, coup-prone Comoros. In
scenes reminiscent of the Mediterranean,
thousands of Comorans pile into rickety
boats to make the 70-kilometre (44-mile)
crossing to Mayotte each year, including
large numbers of pregnant women.

Migrant baby boom 
“Mayotte has become an open-air

Sangatte,” Said Hachim, one of the protest
leaders, told Le Monde newspaper this week,
referring to an infamous migrant camp in
northern France that was closed in 2002.
Some 9,600 babies were delivered in
Mayotte’s hospital last year-a record for a
French hospital-of which 70 percent were
born to migrant parents hoping to secure
French citizenship for their child. Schools are
also bursting at the seams, creating resent-
ment among locals who fear being further
pauperised by the situation.

The government this week suggested giv-

ing Mayotte’s hospital special “extra-territor-
ial” status so that children born there would
not automatically qualify for French pass-
ports. Half-way around the world, a wave of
illegal immigrants has also piled pressure on
public services in French Guiana, a vast,
forested territory with an acute lack of
schools and paved roads. Protesters shut
down Kourou spaceport, a major launchpad
for European satellites, for several weeks last
year to demand a “takeoff plan” for the area.

‘Not Father Christmas’
During a visit in October President

Emmanuel Macron promised to limit bene-
fits for newcomers “to reduce the attrac-
tiveness” of the territory. But he also
declared he was “not Father Christmas”
accusing previous governments of making

“too many unkept promises.”In 2009, the
then right-wing government agreed to a
system of salary top-ups to offset high liv-
ing costs in Guadeloupe and Martinique
which were ground to a standstill by
month-long general strikes.

The people of Mayotte insist they are not
looking for handouts.  “The Mahorais
(Mayotte residents) fought to be French and
to be free,” Hachim, the protest leader told
Le Monde. “We are not beggars,” he said.
For Claude-Valentin Marie, a sociologist at
the French Institute for Demographic
Studies, they just want what those on the
mainland take for granted. “They want to be
like other French departments in terms of
education, economic activity, health and
security,” he said. “They no longer want to
be the exception.”—AFP 

SALISBURY: Personnel collate sample after swabbing railings near a bench covered in a protective tent at
The Maltings shopping centre in Salisbury, southern England. —FP 

MAJICAVO, France: Gendarmes control the road traffic and check IDs in Majicavo
in the French overseas territory of Mayotte. Some 70 people believed to be illegal
migrants have been detained. —AFP 

WASHINGTON: This combination of pictures shows US President Donald Trump (left) at
the White House in Washington and a file photo of US Deputy Attorney General Rod
Rosenstein on Capitol Hill.—AFP  
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Southeast Asia, Australia ‘gravely’ 
concerned by North Korean nukes

ASEAN tackles Rohingya crisis, urge South China Sea calm
SYDNEY: Southeast Asian countries and Australia said
yesterday they held “grave concerns” about escalating
tension caused by North Korea’s nuclear and missile pro-
grams and urged “irreversible” denuclearization. North
Korea is pursuing its weapons programs in defiance of UN
Security Council sanctions and has boasted of its plans to
develop a missile capable of hitting the US mainland. It
defends the programs as a necessary deterrent against
perceived plans by the United States, which stations
28,500 troops in South
Korea, for invasion - a plan
the United States denies.

“We strongly urge the
DPRK to immediately and
fully comply with its obli-
gations under all relevant
United Nations Security
Council Resolutions,” the
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN)
and Australia said in a joint
declaration, using the ini-
tials for North Korea’s offi-
cial name. The country’s
nuclear and ballistic missile development “threaten region-
al and global security” the declaration added, calling for
the “complete, verifiable and irreversible denuclearization”
of the nation. Tensions have eased in recent weeks, coin-
ciding with North Korea’s participation in the Winter
Olympics held in the South last month.

US President Donald Trump also announced surprise
plans to meet North Korean leader Kim Jong Un before
May, after Kim “committed to denuclearization”, according
to South Korea’s National Security Office. “We are cau-
tiously encouraged by these developments,” Singapore
Prime Minister Lee Hsein Loong told reporters in Sydney
after the publication of the ASEAN declaration. “The situ-
ation on the Korean peninsula is a complicated problem
which will take time to resolve, and we hope these recent
steps will contribute to lasting peace and stability.”

Rohingya crisis 
Meanwhile, Australia and its ASEAN neighbors vowed

to boost defense ties while stressing the importance of non-
militarization in the disputed South China Sea yesterday at a
summit where the “complex” Rohingya crisis took centre
stage. Leaders from the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations, at the three-day meeting in Sydney, also agreed to
work more closely to tackle the growing menace of violent
extremism and radicalization. But while a final communique

noted a resolve to “protect the human rights of our peo-
ples”, it failed to condemn member state Myanmar’s treat-
ment of the Muslim-minority Rohingya. Nearly 700,000
Rohingya have fled the troubled Rakhine state for
Bangladesh since authorities launched a brutal crackdown
six months ago that the UN has called “ethnic cleansing”.

Myanmar, whose de-facto leader Aung San Suu Kyi
was in Sydney, has vehemently denied the allegations.”We
discussed the situation in Rakhine state at considerable

length today,” Australian
Prime Minister Malcolm
Turnbull said at a closing
press conference.  “Aung
San Suu Kyi addressed
the matter comprehen-
sively, at some consider-
able length herself,” he
said. “It’s a very complex
problem .. . Everyone
seeks to end the suffering
that has been occasioned
by the events, the con-
flict.” Singapore Prime
Minister Lee Hsien

Loong, said the crisis was “a concern for all ASEAN
countries, and yet ASEAN is not able to intervene to force
an outcome”.

Security threat
Tensions in the South China Sea remain a big worry for

regional leaders, as Beijing continues to build artificial
islands capable of hosting military installations-much to
the chagrin of other claimants to the area. Vietnam remains
the most vocal in the dispute with the Philippines backing
off under China-friendly President Rodrigo Duterte.
Taiwan, Malaysia and Brunei also have claims.

Canberra and ASEAN reaffirmed “the importance of
maintaining and promoting peace, stability, maritime safety
and security, freedom of navigation and overflight in the
region”, without naming Beijing. The leaders added they
wanted to see an “early conclusion of an effective code of
conduct in the South China Sea”. “We will uphold our
commitment to the rules-based order and international law
in the region, including the South China Sea,” stressed
Turnbull.  With China flexing its muscle, they also commit-
ted to enhancing “the scope and sophistication of defense
cooperation”, while expressing “grave concern” about
escalating tensions on the Korean peninsula. Day two of
the summit on Saturday was devoted to counter-terrorism,
with an agreement to work together to tackle extremism

amid growing concern about the use of the “dark web”, or
encrypted messaging apps, by terrorists to plan attacks.
Fears have been heightened by jihadists now being forced
out of Syria and Iraq with the Islamic State caliphate most-

ly crushed, and into other countries.  Malaysian Prime
Minister Najib Razak cited the flow of the displaced
Rohingya as a potential new security threat, with desperate
people more susceptible to radicalization. —Agencies  

North Korea 
threatens global 

security: ASEAN

TOKYO: More than two decades after Japan’s Aum
Shinrikyo cult plunged Tokyo into terror by releasing a
nerve agent on rush-hour subway trains, its spinoffs
continue to attract new followers. Cult head Shoko
Asahara is on death row, along with 12 of his disciples,
for crimes including the subway attack, which killed 13
people and injured thousands.

He was arrested in 1995 in the wake of the sarin
attack, but the Aum cult survived the crackdown, renam-
ing itself Aleph and drawing new recruits into its fold.
Aleph officially renounced ties to Asahara in 2000, but
the doomsday guru retains significant influence, accord-
ing to Japan’s Public Security Intelligence Agency.  “It
(Aleph) is a group that firmly instructs its followers to
see Asahara as the supreme being,” an agency investiga-
tor told AFP, speaking on condition of anonymity.

“If someone says ‘guru Asahara wants to bring down
Japan’, there would be followers who would act. The
group poses such a potential danger,” he said.  Raids on
Aleph facilities have found recordings of his teachings as
well as a device used by the Aum cult known as a

“Perfect Salvation Initiation”, a type of headgear that
emits weak electric currents which members believe
connects them to Asahara’s brainwaves.

Aleph and other splinter groups, which deny links to
Asahara despite the claims of authorities, have 1,650
members in Japan and hundreds more in Russia, accord-
ing to the Public Security Intelligence Agency. It says the
groups attract around 100 new followers annually via
yoga classes, fortune-telling and other activities that do
not mention the cult’s name, often targeting young peo-
ple who do not remember the 1995 subway attack.
“Young female followers go to ‘training’ places with their
children... We are worried there is an increasing number
of children who have been inculcated by the Aum since
they were very young,” the investigator said.

Horrendous ordeals
Asahara and his wife Tomoko had four daughters and

two sons, and most of the family remains within the cult.
One daughter who left in 2006, aged 16, has described
horrifying ordeals during her childhood, including being
forced to eat food with ceramic shards in it and being
left in the cold in little clothing. “It was an environment
unthinkable in modern-day Japan. I was afraid I would
be killed if I rebelled, so I felt tense, as if I were on a bat-
tleground, for 16 years,” she said in a statement last year.
“I strongly hope no more children will grow up in the
Aum’s successor groups.” In early March, on Asahara’s
63rd birthday, investigators were keeping their usual
close eye on the headquarters of an Aum splinter group
in a quiet Tokyo residential area. —AFP

Japan cult spinoffs 
persist two decades 
after sarin attack

SYDNEY: Posters referring to Myanmar’s State Counselor Augn San Suu Kyi are displayed at a protest during the
ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations)-Australia Special Summit in Sydney yesterday. —AFP 

Israeli army 
bombs Gaza 
‘underground’ 
complex

JERUSALEM: Israel’s mili-
tary carried out an air raid
overnight against an under-
ground Hamas facility in
the Gaza Strip and
destroyed a separate tunnel
under construction that
could be used for attacks, it
said yesterday. No casual-
ties were reported in either
operation, which came after
an explosive device was
detonated near the Gaza
border with Israel, the lat-
est in a string of such inci-
dents. Israel’s military said
the operation to destroy
the tunnel involved new
technology it has been
developing to detect them.

“Our policy is to act
resolutely against any
attempt to harm us and
systematically eliminate the
terror tunnel infrastructure,
and we will continue doing
so,” Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said in
a statement.  Hamas, the
Islamist movement that
runs the Gaza Strip, called
Israel’s actions an attempt
“to scare the people” and
head off planned protests
along the border beginning
later this month. Israel
“bears all the conse-
quences of the escalation,”
Hamas spokesman Fawzy
Barhoum said.  Beginning
on March 30, Gazans are
planning to erect hundreds
of tents near the Israeli
border in a six-week show
of support for Palestinian
refugees.  

Regarding the overnight
operations, Israeli military
spokesman Jonathan
Conricus said Hamas had
been digging the tunnel to
link up with an older one in
the south of the Palestinian
enclave. The new tunnel
had not reached Israeli ter-
ritory but was within a few
hundred meters of the bor-
der fence, near the Kerem
Shalom goods crossing and
in the area of the city of
Rafah in the Gaza Strip, he
said. The older tunnel did
“partially” reach into
Israeli territory, but had
been discovered and cut
off in 2014. —AFP



Millions of Chinese public sector workers will be
exposed to the harsh policing tactics of the
Communist Party as President Xi Jinping brings

his corruption crackdown to China’s sprawling bureau-
cracy. The campaign to clean up the party’s pervasive
corruption has arguably been Xi’s most popular initia-
tive, pressuring its 89 million members to toe the line -
with more than 1.5 million officials punished in the past
five years.

Legislators are finalizing the creation of a new anti-
graft apparatus that will also watch over non-party mem-
bers - everyone from managers at state-owned compa-
nies to people in administrative roles at schools and hospi-
tals. In Beijing alone, one of the areas where the new sys-
tem was established on a pilot basis, the number of people
under scrutiny quadrupled to one million, or about five
percent of the city’s population, officials said.

New national and local “supervision commissions” -
investigative agencies focused on corruption - will oper-
ate alongside the Communist Party’s Central Commission
for Discipline Inspection (CCDI), sharing offices, person-
nel and perhaps leadership. Further blurring the line
between the state and party bodies, the National People’s
Congress (NPC) yesterday named CCDI deputy secre-
tary Yang Xiaodu as head of the National Supervision
Commission.

The “anti-corruption powers are dispersed,” explained
one party leader during the NPC, saying the new body
would harness and unify anti-graft efforts. Rights groups
worry the new body will institutionalize some of the prob-
lems that have led to abuses and even torture of suspects,
while vastly expanding the number of people under its
purview. The system has a “veneer of legal legitimacy”,
said Maya Wang, China researcher at Human Rights
Watch (HRW), without “any meaningful improvements to
guarantee due process”.

Held without lawyer 
Legislators wrote the new supervision commissions

into the country’s constitution last week and will approve
a law laying out their powers on Tuesday. China’s war on
corruption has relied heavily on a shadowy, often brutal
extralegal justice system known as “shuanggui”, allowing
investigators to hold party members in unofficial detention
facilities until they “confess” to graft. At least 11 individuals
died under shanggui custody between 2010 and 2015,
according to a 2016 HRW report.

Xi said last year that the shuanggui system would be
phased out and replaced. But the new law provides for a
form of detention called “liuzhi”, which rights groups say
is a “legal” reincarnation of the shuanggui system and

allows graft suspects to be held for up to six months with
no provision for legal counsel. In eastern Zhejiang
province, shuanggui detention facilities are now being
used as liuzhi centers, officials there said. Under liuzhi
suspects’ family members must be notified within 24
hours of their detention - except when they may
“impede the investigation”. “Liuzhi provides no fair trial
protections, not even the basic ones that exist under
China’s criminal procedures,” said Wang.

Chen Qian, 58, a researcher at Yangquan city’s
national development and reform commission in northern
Shanxi province, was one of the first public servants to

face investigation by a new supervision commission. Last
year, he was held for almost two months as investigators
probed two bribery cases against him. But when Chen
was formally arrested and transferred into China’s crimi-
nal law system, the number of cases had ballooned to 38.

“The other 36 cases Chen Qian confessed to on his
own during detention,” his lawyer said while pleading for
leniency, according to court documents. Liu Jianchao,
head of the Zhejiang supervision commission, told state
media that suspects averaged 42.5 days in detention
before being transferred into the criminal justice system.
“We place special emphasis on persuading those under
investigation to write their own confessions,” Liu said.

Who guards the guardians? 
Xi’s original anti-graft drive brought down party

apparatchiks at all levels, from low-level “flies” to high-
ranking “tigers”. Previously led by his right-hand man
Wang Qishan, who was named vice president on
Saturday, critics say the CCDI also served as a weapon
to eliminate Xi’s adversaries. The new supervision com-
missions will institutionalise that setup, with the inves-
tigative organs written into the constitution as inde-
pendent bodies overseen by the party-led people’s
congresses. 

Rights groups and lawyers warn that it will put the
bodies beyond judicial scrutiny, but in China’s capital,
officials say such independence is necessary to take
down powerful officials. Zhang Shuofu, who leads the
Beijing commission, said the new bodies were modelled
on an ancient system, dispelling concerns by citing
“internal and external oversight”. That oversight relies on
the people’s congresses which are technically charged
with supervising most of China’s bureaucracy, but in
practice do little. “Our oversight work has some prob-
lems,” admitted Zhou Chengkui, a former deputy general
secretary of the National People’s Congress, in a recent
interview with China Law Review. “Namely the people’s
congress doesn’t dare supervise!” —AFP
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Free from Gaza’s 
struggles, at least 
for a while
By Abier Almasri 

Iwas born and grew up in Gaza. My father was a soccer
coach for many years and his stories about his travels to
other countries always made me want to travel too. But

Israel imposed a land, air and sea blockade on Gaza in 2007
and has kept Gaza mostly closed ever since. So I never
made it out until now, at age 31, I was allowed to leave - for
just a little while.

I work for a global human rights organization and spent
months seeking the exit permit from the Israeli government
that would allow me to leave, to participate in security and
research training sessions, to attend key organizational
meetings, and to meet colleagues based just a short drive
away in Jerusalem or Ramallah - to say nothing of those
overseas. But I faced obstacles every step of the way to
obtaining the documents and permissions I needed simply
to get out of Gaza itself - until I got a phone call on Jan 28.

Someone who introduced himself as an employee of the
Palestinian Authority’s General Authority of Civil Affairs
called to let me know that my permit had been approved
and that I would travel in two days. I was in shock. The
prospect of leaving the 25-by-7-mile territory for the first
time in my life made me so anxious I could not sleep the
night before my scheduled departure. 

It didn’t help knowing I would have to travel without my
laptop, any food, or even shampoo and toothpaste, because
Israeli authorities forbid Palestinians leaving Gaza from car-
rying any of these items. I also knew from talking to fellow
Gaza residents who had missed out on scholarship opportu-
nities or were prevented from obtaining necessary medical
care that Israel could always bar me from leaving at the last
moment without offering any reason at all.

My bus pick-up was scheduled for 6 am. I woke up
early and headed out in the dark. When the bus arrived, I
smiled. Then I cried. I can’t describe the feeling. It was
something more than happiness - maybe the feeling of
peace or the taste of freedom. We went through the Erez
crossing into Israel and then through Israel and the occu-
pied West Bank to the Allenby Bridge border crossing,
where we entered Jordan. I saw vast open green pastures
and tall trees. As we passed Jerusalem’s Old City, we could
see the Dome of the Rock; we weren’t allowed to stop to
pray at the Al Aqsa mosque, but I managed to snap a quick
photo from the bus window.

Though, as the crow flies, the distance between my
home in the Gaza Strip and Jordan’s capital is less than 100
miles, the trip took us 12 hours. I arrived in Amman at 6 pm,
exhausted but happy. I got into a taxi, and opened the win-
dow. I felt like a prisoner released on bail, thrilled just to
breathe unpolluted air and to see open space, so much
light and no darkness. I walked Amman’s streets, filming
myself in videos talking about how it feels to breathe free-
dom for the first time, so I could bring these feelings with
me when I returned home. I got my US visa and flew to
New York a week later.

New experience
This experience has all been so new to me. During my

first few days away, I’d wake up in the middle of the night to
charge my phone before the next power cut, and then
remember that, because I wasn’t in Gaza, my life was not
controlled by the electricity schedule. On the flight to New
York, I had to ask the flight attendant where my tray table
was, and how to find the bathroom, as I worried I’d acciden-
tally open the door of the airplane. 

And I may have been the only adult in New York City
who was overjoyed to see the snow last week; I even went
out and played in it. But I am slowly adjusting. I have
proudly been taking the subway every day between
Manhattan and Brooklyn, where I am staying with a col-
league. When my co-workers went home at the end of our
week of meetings, I felt sad, not knowing if I would ever
see them again. They told me that they would see me next
year, and I hope it’s true.

Friends and family back home keep asking, “How’s life
outside Gaza?” I can’t answer. How to tell people who live
on four to six hours of electricity daily that high-rise build-
ings in New York leave their lights on 24 hours a day, simply
because it looks nice? How it feels to live without generator
noises, the deafening roar of Israeli military drones at night,
or the constant fear of imminent conflict? Or that you can
hop on a bus, train or plane on a whim, without needing a
permit, and travel across the world?

I know that I have been more fortunate than many
Gazans, 70 percent of whom rely on humanitarian aid, pri-
marily from the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees (whose budget is now endangered by
the Trump administration’s decision to withhold much of its
planned contribution in order to pressure the Palestinian
Authority to join the its planned peace negotiations.) I grad-
uated from college and, in a place where current unemploy-
ment rates hover around 40 percent for men and 70 percent
for women, my father, sister and I all have jobs. 

No one in my family has been harmed in any of the three
military assaults Israel has launched during its armed con-
flicts with the Hamas-led Gaza authority since 2008, and
our house hasn’t been hit. And I know I probably could not
have traveled if not for my organization’s help. Still, I try not
to think about how, later this month, I will enter the Erez
checkpoint from the Israeli side and cross back into Gaza,
unsure when, if ever, I will be allowed to leave again. It’s eas-
ier to accept reality in Gaza when you haven’t seen how oth-
er people live. 

NOTE: Abier Almasri is the Gaza research assistant at
Human Rights Watch —Reuters 

China widens Xi’s corruption crackdown

Maduro challenger 
shakes up Venezuela
presidential vote

At each other’s throats for two decades, militants of
Venezuela’s socialist state and opposition seldom
agree on anything. Yet mention the name of presi-

dential candidate Henri Falcon, and both are liable to
spit. “Traitor!” cry socialist stalwarts, who cannot forgive
the former state governor for breaking with their
beloved late leader Hugo Chavez in 2010. “Chavista lite!”
say opposition radicals, always suspicious that Falcon
came into their ranks as a Trojan horse.

Now that the 56-year-old former soldier is running
for president in a May 20 vote, both groups are united in
scoffing at his chances. After all, Falcon is up against not
just a powerful President Nicolas Maduro but also an
election system widely considered unfair and an opposi-
tion boycott that will deprive him of votes. And yet, a
clutch of opinion polls show Falcon ahead, bolstering his
campaign mantra that he is a natural transition candidate
with appeal to a moderate majority fed up with political
polarization and economic chaos.

Widely-followed pollster Datanalisis, for example, put
him more than 10 percentage points ahead in voter
intentions. “This government is finished,” Falcon told
Reuters, noting how few governments in history had sur-
vived hyper-inf lat ion and economic chaos l ike
Venezuela’s current crisis. Opinion surveys in Venezuela
are often divergent, politicized and misleading in hind-
sight. But Falcon, his campaign team and some pundits
think he may be able to create an avalanche as the cam-
paign gets underway. “If we really unite, get organized,
construct a single narrative, and instead of discouraging
people by asking them to abstain, we call them to vote,
there’s no way this government can beat us,” said Falcon.

Maduro’s advantages
Despite such optimism and Maduro’s unpopularity on

the streets, there appear to be plenty of ways for the
government to assure victory. It is ratcheting up welfare
handouts and pressure on state workers, has skillfully

fomented divisions within the opposit ion, barred
Maduro’s two main rivals from standing, brazenly uses
state resources in its campaigns, and benefits from a
compliant election board. 

The board’s head, Tibisay Lucena, is on US, EU and
Canadian sanctions lists accused of violating democracy.
Even its chosen vote machine operator, UK-based
Smartmatic, accused her institution of fraud in a vote last
year. “Though Falcon is twice as popular as Maduro and
could beat him in a competitive race, the 20 May vote
will not be competitive,” wrote Eurasia consultancy.

In line with his promise of a government of “national
unity”, Falcon is reaching out to opposition leaders like
former presidential candidate Henrique Capriles to relax
the boycott and join his campaign. He has picked a Wall
Street bank analyst, Francisco Rodriguez, to head his
economic team. And in a nod to his former allies in
the ruling “Chavismo” movement and a signal to
the armed forces that they need not fear him,
Falcon may keep Defense Minister Vladimir
Padrino should he win, a campaign aide said.

But to win, Falcon needs to convince vot-
ers in places like La Vega, a poor hillside
‘barrio’  of Caracas that is a tradit ional
‘Chavista’ stronghold. At a bread shop there,
chatter revolved around impossibly high
food prices and the growing migration of
Venezuelans to Colombia. There was next to
no enthusiasm either for Falcon or Maduro.
“I want to vote to change this disaster! But
there are no good candidates,” said Jose
Sanchez, 25, an internet cafe worker whose
minimum monthly wage - less than $2 at the
black market rate - does not even cover
diapers for his twin babies. “Let’s see if
Falcon has changed since his Chavista days.
I suppose I might vote for him, but only to
get rid of Maduro,” added Sanchez, who vot-
ed for the opposition in recent polls. 

‘Hunger pummeling us’
Driver Gustavo Isturiz, 56, said he voted for

the government in multiple polls since Chavez
won office in 1998 but was fed up with rising
penury. “Hunger is pummeling our stomachs, but
the opposition still has no chance,” he said. “I

can’t go over to them until a good candidate appears. I
don’t like Henri Falcon: he has no political project and
he’s not inspiring hope.” Some in La Vega’s winding
streets said they were so reliant on state handouts they
would not dare to vote against Maduro for fear officials
would see their ballot and cancel their benefits.

Falcon, whose energy is evident in his daily pre-dawn
jogs, plans to start street campaigning in the next few
days. He vows to keep popular welfare benefits but also
open Venezuela’s economy along more business-friendly
lines. His adviser Rodriguez recommends dollarizing the
economy, seeking $15-20 billion in annual foreign fund-
ing, lowering taxes for oil investors, and dismantling cur-
rency controls. 

Falcon faces a tough job persuading western
nations to withdraw their objections

to the May 20 vote. The United
States has been vociferous,

threatening to extend sanc-
tions on the Maduro govern-
ment to hit the oil sector if it
goes ahead with what critics
are calling a “coronation” on

May 20. Its top diplomat in
Venezuela, Todd Robinson,
met with Falcon recently,
sources close to the candi-
date said, trying to per-
suade him to withdraw as
his challenge was under-
mining US efforts to iso-
late Maduro. 

Washington seems to
be calculating that i f
Maduro scores a Pyrrhic
victory, and is left govern-
ing a ravaged economy,
military and social pres-

sure will become unbear-
able. “If  Maduro wins, as

looks likely, it will be a very
unstable government,” said

Caracas-based consultant Dimitris
Pantoulas.  “At home, he is flirting
with a coup d’etat and abroad he
will be a pariah.”  —Reuters
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Rebels fanned out across the city, giving victory signs
and taking pictures with Turkish tanks parked outside
official buildings.  The flags of Turkey and Syrian rebel
groups were raised in the city and a statue of Kurdish
hero Kawa, a symbol of resistance against oppressors,
was torn down. Civilians were seen fleeing the city and
plumes of smoke rose into the sky as mines exploded.

Around 250,000 civilians had left in recent days
after pro-Ankara fighters took the surrounding region
and all but encircled the city, fleeing southwards to ter-
ritory still held by the YPG or controlled by the Syrian
regime. President Recep Tayyip Erdogan announced
that Turkish-backed fighters had taken control of the
city center and said a “large number” of Kurdish fight-
ers had “fled with their tails between their legs”.

The Turkish leader has said the operation could move
on to other Kurdish-controlled areas of northern Syria.
“Our work is not finished.... but terrorism is finished in
Afrin,” Turkish government spokesman Bekir Bozdag
said. Residents said it appeared that YPG units had with-
drawn from the city without a fight. But Kurdish authori-
ties vowed to retake Afrin, one of three semi-
autonomous Kurdish “cantons” in northern Syria.
“Resistance... will continue until every inch of Afrin is lib-
erated,” authorities representing the Afrin canton said in
a statement. “In all of Afrin’s sectors, our forces will
become a permanent nightmare” for pro-Ankara fight-
ers, the statement said, promising “a switch from direct
confrontation to hit-and-run attacks”. 

The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a Britain-
based war monitor, says more than 280 civilians have
been killed since the campaign began on Jan 20. Ankara
has denied the reports and said it takes the “utmost

care” to avoid civilian casualties. The Observatory said
yesterday that more than 1,500 Kurdish fighters had
been killed since the start of the offensive, most of them
in air strikes and artillery fire.

More than 400 pro-Ankara rebels have also been
killed, it said. The Turkish military says 46 Turkish sol-
diers have died. Turkey sees the YPG as a “terrorist”
offshoot of the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party
(PKK), which has waged a decades-long insurgency
against the Turkish state. But the Kurdish militia has
also formed the backbone of a US-backed alliance that
successfully expelled the Islamic State jihadist group
from large parts of Syria.

On another front near Damascus, thousands of civil-
ians continued to stream out of Eastern Ghouta for a
fourth day as the regime’s Russian-backed air and
ground assault appeared to have eased up. Regime
fighters have retaken more than 80 percent of the for-
mer rebel bastion since the offensive was launched on
Feb 18, the Observatory says, slicing what remains into
three pockets each held by different rebel groups.
More than 1,400 civilians have been killed in the offen-
sive and at least 65,000 civilians are reported to have
fled the area in recent days.

Observatory head Rami Abdel Rahman said there
had not been any air strikes yesterday and only spo-
radic mortar fire into a southern pocket of the enclave
held by the Faylaq al-Rahman rebel group. “The area is
awaiting the announcement of a deal between Faylaq
al-Rahman and Russia on an evacuation of rebels to
northern Syria,” Abdel Rahman told AFP.

Assad met with soldiers in Eastern Ghouta yesterday,
the presidency said, in the leader’s first trip to the region
in years. Syria state television broadcast photos of the
president dressed in a shirt and jacket surrounded by
soldiers, some perched on a tank behind him, in an
unspecified part of Eastern Ghouta. Syria’s conflict broke
out in 2011 with protests against Assad. He has main-
tained his grip on power despite global calls to step
down and outrage at the brutal offensives he has waged
to retake towns and cities from rebel fighters. — AFP 

Turkish forces and
Syrian allies drive...
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jump-start women’s sports despite the risk of riling
conservatives. Only four Saudi women featured in the
Rio Olympics in 2016 after two were named in the team
for London in 2012 - the first time the Gulf nation sent
female athletes to the Games. The kingdom has since
then been granting more prestige to the idea, appoint-
ing prominent princess Reema bint Bandar to oversee
women’s sports in the kingdom in 2016.

The country is also moving toward compulsory
physical education classes for girls after a ban was
scrapped in 2014. Alhamrani is involved in shaping the
new public school sports curriculum. As the daughter of
an American mother and Saudi father, she enjoyed a
privilege denied most Saudi girls, in that her parents
were open-minded and encouraged sports from an ear-
ly age. That start has put her on track to become one of
the kingdom’s early pioneers of women’s boxing train-
ing. For now, her low-profile gym operates out of a res-
idential complex, behind opaque glass walls with no
outdoor signage. The location is available on her web-
site, but even so, some first-timers have to call to find

their way.
Some clients view the gym sessions as therapy,

Alhamrani said. It offers them such a release that she
says some of them end up crying. “I used to be a timid
mother who could not look people in the eye,” said a
36-year-old housewife and mother-of-four, and a regu-
lar at the gym. “The gym gave me a voice that I had
lost. It gave me strength that I never knew existed.”

But Alhamrani says some women have dropped out
after they began “expressing themselves boldly” in a
way that sometimes makes male relatives feel threat-
ened. “My husband is unhappy”, Alhamrani was told
among the reasons. Under the country’s rigid guardian-
ship system, a male family member - normally the
father, husband or brother - must grant permission for a
woman’s study, travel and other activities.

Also holding back women’s sports is an acute short-
age of professional female athletes and coaches.
Women’s gyms are slowly proliferating, but the idea of
mixed gender sports remains taboo. And some female
professionals still caution against offending cultural
sensibilities. “Sports is empowerment,” said Lina
Almaeena, a member of the kingdom’s advisory Shura
Council, and director of Jeddah United, Saudi Arabia’s
first women’s basketball team. “We are not fighting for
mixed gender, abaya-less sporting events. Our aim is
not to go against our culture. Our goal is mass partici-
pation of women in sports.” — AFP

Pulling no punches: 
Saudi woman boxer...
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and Bahrain imposed an economic boycott on Qatar,
accusing it of supporting Islamist militants and Iran.

“We believe NBAD has participated in an extraordi-
nary and unlawful scheme to wage financial warfare
against Qatar, including through the manipulation of
Qatari currency and securities markets,” said the letter
to the US Treasury dated Feb 26, which has been seen
by Reuters.  “These actions should be halted immedi-
ately, and we ask that you  investigate whether NBAD
has directly or indirectly supported the manipulation of
Qatar’s markets, including through NBAD America’s
dollar-clearing or correspondent banking services in
the United States,” the letter said. 

FAB, which was created from the merger of First
Gulf Bank and National Bank of Abu Dhabi last year,
did not respond to questions about details of the alle-
gations. “As the UAE’s largest bank and one of the
world’s largest and safest financial institutions, First
Abu Dhabi Bank (FAB) works closely with all of its reg-
ulators in the markets in which it operates, to sustain
and uphold the high standards of governance and regu-
latory compliance across the group,” it said. The UAE
government did not immediately respond to a request
for comment.

A Qatari government spokesman confirmed the let-
ters had been sent to US regulators but declined to
comment on their content. New York-based law firm
Paul, Weiss declined to comment. The US Treasury and
CFTC did not immediately respond to requests for
comment. Qatar’s central bank said in December it had
launched an investigation into possible manipulation of
its markets by the countries that had imposed the eco-
nomic blockade. Qatar, a small Gulf state and major gas
exporter, denies the allegations that it has financed ter-
rorism and says the blockade is an attempt to punish
Doha for independent policies.

The UAE and Saudi Arabia have refused to soften
their demands - which include Qatar cutting ties with
Iran and shutting down state-funded broadcaster Al
Jazeera. Qatar, which is also home to the largest US
military base in the region, has repeatedly reached out
to Washington to mediate in the crisis but the attempts
have failed so far. Last week, US President Donald

Trump, who has previously accused Qatar of sponsor-
ing terrorism, sacked US Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson, who had publicly defended Qatar and pres-
sured Trump to moderate his stance.

Tillerson’s sacking came ahead of a new diplomatic
push to help mediate the dispute among America’s Gulf
allies. The United States is due to host a Gulf
Cooperation Council summit later this year and before
that Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, Abu
Dhabi Crown Prince Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed al
Nahyan and Qatari Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al
Thani are all due in Washington for separate state visits.

The Qatari central bank has previously accused
unnamed banks of trying to manipulate the riyal by trad-
ing it between themselves offshore at artificially weak
levels - to create an illusion Qatar’s economy was crum-
bling. The riyal has been pegged to the US dollar at a rate
of 3.64 for more than a decade, but in the initial months of
the boycott it traded as low as 3.8950 offshore. 

In the letter to the US Treasury, Qatar’s lawyers said
they suspected NBAD was driving the riyal lower dur-
ing illiquid periods, such as Islam’s Eid Al-Adha holi-
days last year, “reinforcing the manufactured narrative
that Qatar’s currency was increasingly volatile and its
economy was too unstable for investment”. “NBAD’s
quotes - and those of other banks involved in the
manipulation - were likely all bogus,” the letter said
without naming the banks and referring to foreign
exchange quotes posted by NBAD.

“There is evidence that at the same time NBAD was
providing quotes with great frequency and at rates
lower than the official rate of 3.64, its traders were
unwilling to actually transact at those prices,” the letter
said. It cited one example on Nov. 22, 2017: when a
counterparty reached out to NBAD to execute a deal, it
was told by a representative of NBAD that it had no
riyal to trade. FAB declined to comment when asked
about the specific allegation.

The letter did not name the counterparty but said
the central bank’s lawyers were ready to provide reg-
ulators with a recorded chat between the two sides,
on a confidential basis. It said NBAD stopped quoting
the riyal in December after Qatar vowed to investi-
gate. The central bank also pledged on Nov 23 to sat-
isfy any market demand for dollars and the riyal has
since rebounded in offshore transactions to trade
close to its peg. Many bankers in the region say that
with more than $300 billion in central bank reserves
and sovereign wealth fund assets, Qatar has more than
enough financial firepower to block any attack on its
currency. — Reuters 

Qatar asks US 
to investigate...
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“The Dead Sea has historical, biblical, natural,
touristic, medical and industrial values that make it an
invaluable cultural, environmental and economic treas-
ure,” said Avner Adin, a specialist in water science at
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. After years of
studies, the $1.1 billion Red Sea “Peace Conduit” deal
was signed by Israeli, Jordanian and Palestinian author-
ities in 2013.

The project, located entirely on Jordanian territory,
includes a desalination plant near Aqaba. After produc-
ing drinking water, the remaining highly saline liquid
will be sent by pipeline to fill the Dead Sea, powering
two hydroelectric plants along the way. A subsequent
2015 deal would see Israel get 35 billion cu m of
potable water from the desalination plant for its
parched southern regions. The mostly desert Jordan, for
its part, would get up to 50 billion cu m of freshwater
from the Sea of Galilee. Israel also agreed to sell 32 bil-
lion cu m to the Palestinian authorities.

Jordan announced in Nov 2016 that it had chosen five
international consortiums to build the first phase of the
canal. But talks on how to finance the deal, which calls for
$400 million of public funding, and geopolitical flare-ups
have kept the project from moving forward. — AFP

Plan to revive Dead
Sea edges closer...

DUBAI: Briton Andria Zafirakou, who works in a
school in one of the UK’s poorest areas, yesterday
won the $1 million Global Teacher Prize for 2018 at a
star-studded ceremony in Dubai. The arts and tex-
tiles teacher from the Alperton Community College of
Brent, an inner-city school in London, was among 10
finalists from around the globe for the annual award.
Thirty thousand candidates were in the running.

Dubai ruler Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al-
Maktoum and British Prime Minister Theresa May
were among the first to congratulate her.
“Congratulations to Andria Zafirakou for having won
the Global Teacher award,” tweeted Sheikh
Mohammed after handing her the prize. He said
teaching “is the greatest job” ever, and described
teachers as “stars”. May, in a video message broad-
cast at the gala event, said: “Being a great teacher
requires resilience, ingenuity, and a generous heart.
These are the qualities that you share with your stu-
dents every day. So thank you for all you have done
and continue to do.”

Formula One champion Lewis Hamilton raced to
the venue to deliver the trophy while South African
comedian Trevor Noah hosted the event which

included a performance by Oscar-winning actress
and Grammy award winning singer Jennifer Hudson.
Brent, where Zafirakou teaches, is considered an eth-
nically diverse and disadvantaged area and many of
her students come from impoverished homes. The
area is also rife with gang violence and Zafirakou
faced “a daunting task when she joined the school”,
the organizers said in a statement. “But throughout
the school and on the streets she is driving change”
working “closely with the police to identify potential
issues and (gang) recruiters.” — AFP 

UK teacher named 
world’s best, wins 
$1 million prize

DUBAI: British teacher Andria Zafirakou receives the
“Global Teacher Prize” from Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al-Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime
Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai during an
award ceremony yesterday. — AFP 



Late Sheikh Faisal
Al-Duaij shooting
tourney concludes
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Tournament of the Late Sheikh
Faisal Al-Duaij  Al-Sabah Cup, came to a
conclusion Saturday at Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Shooting Complex in the presence of
tournament patron Sheikh Sabah Faisal Al-
Duaij Al-Sabah, President of Arab and
Kuwait Shooting Federations Eng. Duaij
Khalaf Al-Otaibi and Kuwait Shooting Sport
Club Assistant Secretary General Eng.
Mohammad Misfer Al-Ghurba and a large
number of fans.

Engineer Al-Ghurba, on behalf of
Chairman and board members welcomed
those present, adding that the late Sheikh
Faisal Al-Duaij Al-Sabah was with the first
Kuwait Shooting delegation and made the
first international achievement in the name of
Kuwait Shooting.

Al-Ghurab said the Late Sheikh estab-
lished the first Olympic shooting range with
his own personal efforts to allow Kuwaiti
youth practice this noble sport according to
Olympic sports ethics that contributed to the
development of the sport of shooting and
placed Kuwait’s name in prominence in the
Olympic and World arenas.

Al-Ghurba thanked the family of the Late
Sheikh Faisal Al-Duaij for their support and
continued encouragement of Kuwait youth.

Final results of the tournament were as
follows:

Skeet - Men:
Mansour Al-Rashidi, Abdallah Al-Rashidi,

Saud Habib.
Trap - Men:
Fahad Al-Mutairi, Khalid Al-Mudhaf, Talal

Al-Rashidi.

Double Trap - Men:
Mishal Al-Thafiri, Jarrah Al-Shuwaier,

Saad Al-Mutairi.
Trap - Women:
Shahad Al-Hawal, Sarah Al-Hawal, Asmaa

Al-Qatami.
Skeet - Women:
Afrah Adel, Eman Al-Shamma, Sheikha Al-

Rashidi.
Skeet - Juniors:
Nasser Al-Mutairi, Ahmad Al-Awad,

Hamad Al-Ablani.
Trap - Juniors:
Fares Al-Mutairi, Yousuf Al-Rashidi,

Yousuf Al-Mutairi.

PYEONGCHANG: The Pyeongchang Winter
Paralympics closed yesterday with a dazzling ceremony
featuring light shows, dancing and music, as well as trib-
utes to late wheelchair-bound British physicist Stephen
Hawking as an “inspiration”.

Nine days of sporting action ended earlier in the day
with a flurry of events, including victory for the United
States in a hard-fought sledge hockey final, helping
them to top the medals table with 36 overall.  North
Korea’s athletes, who made their country’s Winter
Paralympics debut in Pyeongchang, were absent from
the closing ceremony after heading home early, but it
was a minor sticking point after the rapid inter-Korean
thaw of recent weeks.

With thousands packing out the Pyeongchang
Olympic Stadium,
International Paralympic
Committee  president
Andrew Parsons used his
closing address to pay
tribute to Hawking, who
died last week aged 76.
The scientist is seen as
an inspiration by
Paralympians. He never
let his acute physical dis-
ability stop him from
pursuing his dreams, and
is fondly remembered for
opening the London 2012 Games.  Parsons hailed him as
“a genius of a man, a pioneer and inspiration to us all”.

“While Hawking tested the limits of his imagination,
Paralympians, you have once again pushed the bound-
aries of human endeavour,” he said.  “Your logic-defying
performances have focused the world not on what holds
you back, but on what motivates you and pushes you
forward.” Hawking developed a form of motor neurone
disease in his 20s that left him confined to a wheelchair,
almost completely paralysed and only able to speak
through a voice synthesiser.

But his disability did not stop him pursuing his ambi-
tion of unlocking the secrets of the Universe, and his
best-selling book “A Brief History of Time” made him a
household name. In a memorable speech at the opening
of the 2012 Games, Hawking urged Paralympians to
“look up at the stars and not down at your feet”.

TRIUMPH OVER ADVERSITY 
Athletes carried their countries’ flags into the stadium

at the closing ceremony but North Korea’s was brought
in by a Games volunteer, after Pyongyang’s delegation
headed home a few days ago.  Pyongyang sent two
novice sit-skiers to the Games and they finished at or
near the back of their two events, but were still wel-
comed by South Korean fans delighted at the latest sign
of detente on the Korean peninsula.  The rapprochement
began at last month’s Winter Olympics, when the North
sent 22 athletes to the Games and the two Koreas
marched under a united flag at the opening ceremony.

The North’s presence at the Paralympics was low-
key compared to the Olympics-as well as leaving before
the end, the North did not march with the South at the
opening.

Sunday’s closing ceremony included traditional
Korean music and danc-
ing, and also modern rock
and pop, with K-pop star
Ailee among the perform-
ers.  There were also dis-
abled performers, includ-
ing a dancer with a hear-
ing impairment and a
w h e e l c h a i r - b o u n d
dancer.

Towards the end of the
ceremony, the Paralympic
flag was hauled down and
handed to the mayor of

Beijing-which will host the 2022 Winter Olympics and
Paralympics.

In a fitting finale to the Games’ high-octane sporting
action, the USA earlier Sunday beat Canada 2-1 with a
dramatic goal in overtime to defend their Paralympic
sledge hockey title.

It brought Team USA’s gold medal haul to 13. 
Russian athletes-competing as neutrals after their

country was banned due to a doping scandal-picked up
eight gold medals, second-highest after the USA and
tied with Canada. 

The Winter Paralympics broke records for ticket
sales, which topped 340,000, as well as for the number
of athletes competing at 567.  There were numerous
tales of triumph over adversity.

Dutch snowboarder Bibian Mentel-Spee won two
gold medals despite having had cancer surgery twice in
recent months. American skier Oksana Masters-born
with multiple birth defects due to the Chernobyl nuclear
disaster-also won double gold. — AFP
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Tributes to ‘inspiration’ Hawking 
as curtain falls on Paralympics

Paralympic chief closes Pyeongchang Winter Games

Dazzling 
ceremony 
featuring 

light shows

PYEONGCHANG: President of the International Paralympic Committee Andrew Parsons (C-L) and South
Korean President Moon Jae-in (C-R) wave to the crowd during the closing ceremony of the Pyeongchang
2018 Winter Paralympic Games at the Pyeongchang Stadium in Pyeongchang yesterday. — AFP

PYEONGCHANG: Artists perform during the closing ceremony of the Pyeongchang 2018 Winter
Paralympic Games at the Pyeongchang Stadium in Pyeongchang yesterday. — AFP

Park grabs
LPGA lead
as Davies 
chases win
LOS ANGELES:  South Korea’s Park
In-bee fired a nine-under par 63 to
seize a one-stroke lead after
Saturday’s third round of the LPGA
Founders Cup, where Britain’s 54-
year-old Laura Davies chased a his-
toric triumph.

Park, a seven-time major winner,
opened with four birdies and an
eagle in the first five holes and vault-
ed atop the leaderboard at 14-under
202.  That was one stroke ahead of
Colombia’s Mariajo Uribe with
Thailand’s Ariya Jutanugarn third on
204 at Wildfire Golf Club in Phoenix,
Arizona.  Davies shot a 63 for the
first time since 2005 in jumping into
a share of fourth with South Korea’s
Chella Choi on 205.

The Englishwoman would become
the oldest champion in LPGA history
by winning Sunday in the first event
of the season on US soil.  “I’ll certain-
ly have a crack at it,” Davies said.
“I’ve given myself a chance.”

The sizzling start had Park pon-
dering the all-time LPGA record low
18-hole score of 59 f ired by
Sweden’s Annika Sorenstam in 2001.
“For a little bit I think a 59. I got off
to a really good start,” Park said. “On
the back nine, it was different, a little

bit more boring golf.” But after the
fantastic start, Park only birdied the
par-4 ninth and par-5 11th until she
closed her bogey-free round with a
birdie at 18.  “To finish with a birdie
on the back nine was a big relief,”
Park said.  “The front nine felt great.
The back nine I was hitting pretty
solid but the putts didn’t drop like
they did on the front nine. If they did
I would’ve had a 59.”

Park, who has won nine times in 15
prior attempts when leading entering
the final round, matched Davies for
the day’s low round.  Davies, who has
not won since the 2001 Rochester
Invitational, would break the oldest
LPGA winner mark held by Beth
Daniel, who was 46 when she won
the 2003 Canadian Women’s Open.

Davies, in her 32nd LPGA cam-
paign, birdied five of the last six holes
on the front nine, eagled the par-5
11th and birdied the par-5 15th and
par-3 17th holes. “I hit a lot of fair-
ways and that gives you a chance to
get relatively close to the hole,”
Davies said.

“I haven’t been holing the putts
but today I did. The no bogeys part
for me is the biggest key because
that is what has been letting me
down.  “I know I can still play great
golf. My short game is really coming
around and a day like this tells me
that we are really doing the right
things.” Davies is struggling to walk
with a sore left calf and Achilles
tendon.

“It’s a struggle,” she said. “It’s just
walking. Swinging is fine. I can swing
as hard as I want to. But every step is
just misery.” — AFP

Hamilton not close 
to ‘final chapter’
LONDON: Lewis Hamilton has vowed to reign
supreme in Formula One for years to come as the
world champion prepares for the start of the new
season next weekend. British star Hamilton is
reportedly ready to sign a new contract with
Mercedes, which could earn him up to £40 million
($55 million) per year and solidify his position as

British sport’s highest earner.
That would be the ideal preparation for the sea-

son opener in Melbourne as Hamilton eyes a fifth
world championship. Along with Michael
Schumacher and Juan Manuel Fangio, he would be
only the third F1 driver to have won the title more
than four times.

Even that historic feat wouldn’t be enough for
Hamilton to walk away from the sport however. “It
doesn’t feel like the start of the final chapter, and I
don’t feel as though I am about to embark on my
last contract,” Hamilton said.

“I am not sure how I will feel in two or three
years’ time but I am back here in March for my 12th

season and I am so excited. “I don’t know where it
comes from - this feeling of just wanting to excel -
but I really, really, more than anything currently in
my life, want to excel next weekend.

“I want to arrive in Melbourne fit. I want to hit
my target weight. I want to kill it through practice,
get pole position and I want to win the race con-
vincingly. “I don’t know how long this feeling is
going to last when I go into a new season, but as
long as I am still feeling like this I will keep going.”

Hamilton won last year’s championship with two
races to spare. But he kept a low profile over the
winter following criticism he received for com-
ments he made in an Instagram video about his

young nephew wearing a princess dress.
Hamilton embarked on a mass deleting spree

across both his Instagram and Twitter accounts -
of which he has a combined 12 million followers - in
the wake of the backlash. “Everyone has an opinion
about everything,” Hamilton said. “The world is
moving drastically and no-one is perfect.

“We have a pie chart of our brand, what it
means and we are constantly evolving that. “I am
working with my team to figure out how we get our
message across of where we have come from. “For
example, what we have done as a working-class
family is very different to a story of another racing
driver.”  — AFP



MEMPHIS: Dillon Brooks scored 24 points and Tyreke
Evans added 20 points and seven assists as the
Memphis Grizzlies ended a 19-game losing streak by
beating the visiting Denver Nuggets 101-94. Wayne
Selden scored 16 points on 6-of-7 shooting and Marc
Gasol scored 14 for the Grizzlies, who won for the first
time since defeating the Phoenix Suns on Jan. 29. Jarell
Martin collected 13 rebounds and JaMychal Green
grabbed 11 for Memphis. Nikola Jokic recorded 17
points and 12 rebounds and Jamal Murray scored 16 for
Denver, which shot just 36.8 percent from the field.

TRAIL BLAZERS 100, PISTONS 87
Damian Lillard led the

way as host Portland
turned back Detroit to
extend its NBA-best win
streak to 12 games. Lillard
collected 24 points, eight
assists and seven rebounds
for the Trail Blazers, who
have won nine in a row at
Moda Center and 18 of
their past 19 home games.
CJ McCollum added 16
points for Portland, which
had all five starters score in
double figures. Andre
Drummond scored 18 points and grabbed 22 rebounds
for the Pistons, who have lost eight of their past 10
games overall and 15 of the past 16 away from home.

JAZZ 103, KINGS 97
Donovan Mitchell scored 28 points and Rudy Gobert

tallied 22 points and 13 rebounds to lift Utah past
Sacramento in Salt Lake City, the Jazz’s ninth consecu-
tive win. Ricky Rubio added 14 points, nine rebounds
and five assists for the Jazz, and Joe Ingles chipped in
14 points, nine assists and seven rebounds. Utah won
for the 21st time in 23 games.

Buddy Hield scored 23 points to lead the Kings.
Sacramento lost to the Jazz for the third time this sea-

son despite hitting 14 of 21 from 3-point range.

WARRIORS 124, SUNS 109
Andre Iguodala had a three-point play and a 3-point

basket to trigger a 16-2, third-quarter burst that
allowed Golden State to turn a deficit into a lead en
route to a victory at Phoenix. Quinn Cook and Nick
Young, replacing the injured Stephen Curry and Klay
Thompson, scored 28 and 20 points, respectively, help-
ing the Warriors shake off a home loss to Sacramento
on Friday night with just their second win in their last
five games. A third Warriors star, Kevin Durant, also sat
out due to an injury. Josh Jackson poured in a season-

best 36 points for the Suns,
who were short-handed as
well, playing without injured
leading scorer Devin
Booker.

Cavaliers 114, Bulls 109
LeBron James notched

his 70th career triple-dou-
ble with 33 points, 12
rebounds and 12 assists as
Cleveland held off a sec-
ond-half rally by host
Chicago. James, who has 15
triple-doubles this season,

became the sixth player in NBA history to reach 70 for
his career, joining Oscar Robertson (181), Magic
Johnson (138), Jason Kidd (107), Russell Westbrook
(101) and Wilt Chamberlain (78). Jeff Green added 21
points for Cleveland, which won for the second time in
three games and finished its six-game road trip at .500.
Denzel Valentine scored a career-high 34 points on a
personal-best 8-of-11 shooting from 3-point range to
lead Chicago.

ROCKETS 107, PELICANS 101
James Harden had 32 points, 11 rebounds and eight

assists as Houston defeated visiting New Orleans.
Chris Paul added 21 points, Trevor Ariza scored 17 and

Clint Capela had 13 points and 11 rebounds for the
Rockets.

Anthony Davis had 26 points and 13 rebounds, and
Jrue Holiday scored 19 for the Pelicans, who lost for the
fourth time in five games, further loosening their hold
on a Western Conference playoff spot.

SPURS 117, TIMBERWOLVES 101
LaMarcus Aldridge scored 39 points and pulled

down 10 rebounds to help lift San Antonio to a
tougher-than San Antonio has won three consecutive
games for the first time since Dec 23-28 and has pulled
into a tie with Minnesota in fifth place in the Western
Conference standings. Karl-Anthony Towns led the
Timberwolves with 23 points and nine rebounds.

Bradley Beal scored 19 points and led the way as five
Wizards finished in double figures, helping Washington
post a victory over visiting Indiana. — Reuters
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Federer survives
scare to face
Del Potro
in final
INDIAN WELLS: World No. 1 Roger
Federer extended his season win streak
to 17 matches, booking his spot in the
Indian Wells Masters final by rallying
past Borna Coric 5-7, 6-4, 6-4 on
Saturday. The Swiss superstar survived
a stern test from world number 49 Coric
but managed to hold on for a 17-0
record this year, surpassing his prior
career-best calendar year start in 2006
when he opened with 16 wins.  “It took
a while to get the record,” Federer said.
“But I’m happy. It was just a fighting
match .... It didn’t come easy, so I had to
go get it.  “I got a little bit lucky. I hung
tough and put a lot of effort into it to
get the record. 

“The focus has to be the finals right
now. But it’s nice to get off to a good
start this year, and I hope I can play
well again tomorrow.” The defending
champion will be aiming for a record
sixth Indian Wells title when he squares
off against world number eight Juan
Martin Del Potro in Sunday’s champi-
onship match. The 36-year-old Federer
said he had to draw on every ounce of
experience and mental toughness to
pull out the match. “Margins are slim at
the top of the game,” he said. “And I
have been there so many times. 

“You just hope to take the right
decisions along the way, and then it
ends up falling your way. “But for that
you need to have a very positive mind-
set. You need to be match-tough, you
need to be confident, have experience,
and I think I have a bit of all of that
right now.”

Down a set and trailing 4-2 in the
second, Federer had to claw his way
back from the brink of defeat. In the
third set he fell behind again 4-3 but
won the final 11 points of the match to

claim the victory. Federer clinched the
match when Coric hit a shot wide. The
ball was called out but Coric challenged
and after the video review the original
call was confirmed.

“Borna was incredibly steady,”
Federer said. “Those 10 minutes when I
was down a set and a break it was hard
for me to accept.  “I got a bit lucky. It
was a good match.” Federer had not
dropped a set (8-0) entering the semi-
final. But he looked out of sorts in the
opening set Saturday as Croatia’s Coric
took it handily.  The match was played
under difficult conditions with winds
swirling around the main stadium.
Federer said he had to be conservative
with his shotmaking to get back in it.

“At some point you are happy with
very little,” Federer said.  Former US
Open winner Del Potro improved to 16-
3 on the season as he stormed past the
hard-serving Canadian Milos Raonic 6-
2, 6-3 in just 65 minutes.

‘EASIER THAN EXPECTED’ 
Del Potro is looking for his 22nd

career and second straight ATP title in
a row after winning earlier this month in
Acapulco where he beat three top eight
players in a row. “I broke his serve
quick in both sets and that gave me
control of the match,” said Del Potro. “It
was an easier match than I expected.”
Federer is 18-6 lifetime against Del
Potro, having rallied to win the last two
contests in three sets, including a 6-7
(5/7), 6-4, 6-3 victory in the champi-
onship game last year in Federer’s
hometown of Basel.  Federer said he is
expecting another gruelling war of
attrition with the Argentinian.

“We have had a lot of close matches.
Big matches, close matches,” he said.
“Jeez, I just tried to think back at the
French Open semis, US Open finals,
Olympic semis, Basel finals. Just three-
setters, five-setters the whole way,”
said Federer. Del Potro said he will be
the underdog against Federer.

“He’s the favorite to win tomorrow,”
Del Potro said. “But I beat him in the
past, and I know I can repeat that. But it
is not easy.” — AFP

Spurs 
continue 

revival

Memphis Grizzlies end their longest 
losing streak in franchise history 

MEMPHIS: Briante Weber #3 of the Memphis Grizzlies looks to pass against the Denver Nuggets on Saturday at
FedExForum in Memphis, Tennessee. — AFP

James triple-double lifts injury-hit Cavs over Bulls

Jumaa defeats 
Al-Awadhi to
claim men’s title
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Ninth Tennis Open 2018,
which started March 4th under the patronage of
President of Arab and Kuwait Tennis Federations,
Honorary President of Asian Shooting Federation
Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Abdallah Al-Sabah
were completed, except for the finals doubles
match between Abdelhameed Jumaa and
Abdelrahman Al-Awadhi against Hassan Al-
Mousa and Abdallah Al-Mukaimi.

• The women’s individuals final match was won
by Sarah Behbehani by defeating Manar Al-
Jazzaf 6-4, 6-3.

• The men’s individuals final went to
Abdelhameed Jumaa who defeated Abdelrahman
Al-Awadhi by two sets to love.

• Junior’s individuals title U-17 went to Ahmad
Khamees who defeated Essa Qabazard 6-2, 7-5.

• Mohammad Al-Awadhi took the U-11 title by
defeating Hassan Jamal 6-1, 6-1.

Maxwell  Indesit  took the U-13 t it le by
defeating Yaqoub Mohammad in the final match
6-4, 6-3.

Kurtis Singh took over 55 title by defeating
Subhi Al-Gharabally 6-0, 6-0.

The pioneers doubles title went to Zoran
Demitrivic and Bojan Alicic by defeating Windy
Solomon and George Delegro 6-1, 6-2.

The doubles final match was scheduled later.

Abdelhameed Jumaa

Sarah Behbehani Maxwell Indesit

Jones insists 
beaten England 
can bounce back 
by World Cup
TWICKENHAM: Eddie Jones said England’s
losing streak was a necessary part of their
development ahead of the World Cup after a
third straight defeat saw Ireland clich a Grand
Slam at Twickenham on Saturday.

Already assured of the Six Nations title,
Ireland stormed to just their third
Championship clean sweep of all time with a
24-15 victory. Ireland kicked off having both
deposed England as Six Nations champions
and in second place in the global rankings
behind world champions New Zealand.

England, the Six Nations kings in both
2016 and 2017, could have regained second
spot with a victory but instead suffered a
third succesive defeat following away losses
to Scotland and France as they were beaten
at Twickenham for the first time under
Australian coach Jones.

And with Wales edging France 14-13 later
Saturday, it meant England ended the
Championship in a lowly fifth place-their

worst finish since they came bottom of the old
Five Nations in 1983. Following last week’s
22-16 loss to France in Paris, Jones made sev-
en changes in personnel-the most radical
shake-up of his reign as England coach.

‘FIND OUT ABOUT YOURSELF’ 
But they couldn’t stop the losing streak.

Jones, who has made no secret of wanting to
win next year’s World Cup with England, said
it was better the setbacks happened now than
at Japan 2019.

“It is, unfortunately, something that you
have to have because you never find out
about yourself unless you have these runs,”
he told reporters. “Every team I have had that
has been a champion team has had these runs
which have been instrumental in how you re-
make a team,” added Jones, Australia’s coach
when they lost the 2003 World Cup final to
England.The former Wallaby and Japan boss
was appointed to his current post after tour-
nament hosts England suffered the embar-
rassment of a first-round exit at the 2015
World Cup. England then set off on a winning
run that only ended when Ireland denied them
a Grand Slam in Dublin last year.

Until last month, that was the only blot on
Jones’s England record, which now stands at
24 wins from 27 Tests with three defeats.   

“When you take over it is reasonably easy,
like I did with England, it is quite easy to
improve them quickly because you get fix

certain things that need fixing quickly,” he
said.  “But internal mechanisms take time to
fix and that is the slow burner.  Unless you fix
them they catch up with you when you get to
the big tournaments such as the World Cup. 

“So for us it has been an enormously bene-
ficial tournament if disappointing because we
are finding out about how to be a better
team.” Three converted tries from Garry
Ringrose, CJ Stander and Jacob Stockdale
put Ireland 21-5 up at the break and on the
verge of a St Patrick’s Day triumph.

Ireland scrum-half Conor Murray added a
penalty and while England’s Elliot Daly
scored an unconverted try in each half, with
fellow wing Jonny May crossed in stoppage
time, the visitors never looked like losing their
grip  in front of a capacity Twickenham crowd
of more than 82,000.

England were without injured power-
house No 8 Billy Vunipola for the entire Six
Nations and fellow back-row forwards
Nathan Hughes, Courtney Lawes, Sam
Underhill and Tom Curry were missing from
the Ireland match. 

“We’re playing without five top back-row-
ers and other injuries,” said Jones. “We have
to get a greater depth to our squad that can
play Test rugby.” Jones praised Ireland by
saying: “They played exceptionally well and
we just weren’t good enough. They play to
their strengths, with good resolve and are an
excellent team.” — AFP

INDIAN WELLS: Roger Federer of Switzerland returns the ball to Borna Coric of Croatia
during the semifinal match at BNP Paribas Open - Day 13 on Saturday in Indian Wells,
California. — AFP
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India win by 4 wickets

Bangladesh 
T Iqbal c Thakur b Chahal 15
L Das c Raina b Sundar 11
S Rahman b Unadkat 77
S Sarkar c Dhawan b Chahal 1
M Rahim c V Shankar b Chahal 9
Mahmudullah Run Out Shankar 21
S Al Hasan Run Out Rahul 7
M Hasan Not Out 19
R Hossain b Unadkat 0
M Rahman Not Out 0
Extras 0b 2lb 0nb 0pen 4w 6
Total (20.0 overs) 166-8
Fall of Wickets: 1-27 Das, 2-27 Iqbal, 3-33 Sarkar, 4-68 Rahim, 5-
104 Mahmudullah, 6-133 Al Hasan, 7-147 Rahman, 8-148 Hossain
Did Not Bat: Islam
Bowling: Jaydev Unadkat 4-0-33-2-8.25 (2w); Washington Sundar
4-0-20-1-5.00; Yuzvendra Chahal 4-0-18-3-4.50; Shardul Thakur
4-0-45-0-11.25 (1w); Vijay Shankar 4-0-48-0-12.00 (1w).

India 
S Dhawan c (Sub) b S Hasan 10
R Sharma c Mahmudullah b N Islam 56
S Raina c M Rahim b Hossain 0
L Rahul c S Rahman b Hossain 24
M Pandey c S Rahman b M Rahman 28
V Shankar c Mehedi Hasan b Sarkar 17
Dinesh Karthik Not Out 29
Extras 0b 2lb 0nb 0pen 2w 4
Total (20.0 overs) 168-6
Fall of Wickets: 1-32 Dhawan, 2-32 Raina, 3-83 Rahul, 4-98 Sharma,
5-133 Pandey, 6-162 Shankar.
Did Not Bat: Sundar, Thakur, Chahal, Unadkat.
Bowling: Shakib Al Hasan 4-0-28-1-7.00; Mehedi Hasan 1-0-17-0-
17.00; Rubel Hossain 4-0-35-2-8.75; Nazmul Islam 4-0-32-1-8.00
(1w); Mustafizur Rahman 4-1-21-1-5.25; Soumya Sarkar 3-0-33-1-
11.00 (1w).

Scoreboard at close of play of final between India and Bangladesh
yesterday at Colombo, Sri Lanka.

14

ABU DHABI: Kuwaiti athletes with intellectual dis-
abilities won gold, silver and bronze medals at Special
Olympics IX MENA Games Abu Dhabi 2018, as com-
petitions kick off in UAE capital earlier yesterday.
The Kuwaiti athletes succeeded in standing on podi-
ums amidst competition from 32 countries, Rehab
Burusly, Chairwoman of Al-Tomooh Sport Club for
Intellectual Disabilities of Kuwait, told KUNA.

She said athletes were very keen on achieving top
places despite the fact the club was officially estab-
lished days before the Special Olympic games.
Burusly said Mohammad Sami and Mishal Al-Bader
won the gold medals in the swimming butterfly and
Chest stroke races. Fawziya Al-Sawwagh won the sil-
ver medal of the women bowling event, while Rashed
Al-Qabandi won bronze of men table tennis.

Burusly said the team included 50 athletes com-
peting in football, basketball, table tennis, swimming,
track and field, bowling and bocce.

The special Olympics IX MENA Games and
Special Olympics World Games Abu Dhabi 2018 are
part of the UAE’s National Vision 2021 that highlights
full integration of people of determination into every-
day society. —KUNA

Kuwait wins gold, 
silver, bronze 
in special 
Olympics in UAE

COLOMBO: India survived late drama in a pulsating
final to clinch the Twenty20 tri-series after Dinesh
Karthik smashed the final ball for a six to secure their
thrill ing four-wicket victory against a gallant
Bangladesh side yesterday.

With India needing 34 runs off the last two overs,
Karthik hammered 29 not out off just eight deliveries,
his third six sealing India’s third, and the most hard-
earned, victory over Bangladesh in the tournament.

Put into bat, Bangladesh made 166-8, a total they
owe largely to number three batsman Sabbir Rahman
who made 77 after their top order collapsed. Chasing

167 to win, India lost openers Shikhar Dhawan and
number three Suresh Raina early but skipper Rohit
Sharma batted comfortably to score 56 and keep
India’s chase on track.

He and KL Rahul (24) found it easy going against the
Bangladesh bowlers until Sharma went for a fatal slog-
sweep of Nazmul Islam, departing with three sixes and
four boundaries to his name. Mustafizur Rahman then
bowled a masterly 18th over, when his first five balls at
Vijay Shankar yielded only one run and Manish Pandey
(28) perished off the sixth trying to accelerate the con-
test.

Next man in Karthik exploded immediately, hitting
the first ball he faced for a six and plundering 22 runs

off that over from Rubel Hossain to turn the match on
its head.

Needing 12 runs off the last over from Soumya
Sarkar, Shankar fell to the fifth delivery with India still
five runs away. Karthik nonchalantly hit the final ball for
a six to trigger wild celebration by a young India team
which had rested regular skipper Virat Kohli and
stumper Mahendra Singh Dhoni, among others.

Interim captain Sharma had earlier opted to bowl
after winning the toss, influenced partly by the fact that
chasing teams had won five of the six matches prior to
the final.

Bangladesh suffered early jolts and slumped to 68

for four midway through their innings after leg-spinner
Yuzvendra Chahal (3-18) struck three blows, dismissing
Tamim Iqbal, Soumya Sarkar and Mushfiqur Rahim.

Sabbir took the onus on himself to rescue
Bangladesh and he got some support from Mahmudulla
who made 21. Even though wickets kept tumbling at the
other end, Sabbir brought up his half-century off 37
balls to keep the scoreboard ticking.

Paceman Jaydev Unadkat struck twice in the penulti-
mate over of the Bangladesh innings, dismissing Sabbir
and Rubel Hossain. Mehidy Hasan Miraz made 19 not
out off seven balls to help Bangladesh cross the 150-
mark. — Reuters

COLOMBO: India’s team members pose with the Nidahas Twenty20 Tri-Series international cricket trophy at the
end of the final Nidahas Twenty20 Tri-Series international cricket match between India and Bangladesh. — AFP

India win tri-series after 
Karthik blitz in tense final

India survived late drama in pulsating final

CAPE TOWN: Kagiso Rabada has been named in South
Africa’s squad for the third Test against Australia - but two
other fast bowlers have been added in case he loses his
appeal against a ban.  Rabada’s appeal against a  ban for
the last two Tests of the series will be heard by New
Zealand judicial commissioner Michael Heron by telecon-
ference today, with a verdict due to be announced within
48 hours.   Meanwhile, Duanne Olivier and Chris Morris
have been included in a 17-man squad for the Test that
starts at Newlands on Thursday.  Rabada was man of the
match in South Africa’s series-levelling six-wicket victory
in the second Test in Port Elizabeth. But he made contact
with Steve Smith after dismissing the Australian captain
and was penalised three demerit points, which took him to
the eight-point threshold which triggers an automatic two-
match ban.  If Rabada is absent, the selectors may be
tempted to pick not just a direct replacement but to con-
sider a also adding a fast bowling all-rounder such as
Morris to bolster the bowling options.

Chief selector Linda Zondi said the squad would be
pruned in time to allow players not selected for the Test
team to play for their franchises in domestic matches start-
ing on Thursday. Both teams took a break from cricket
after the Port Elizabeth Test but will start their prepara-
tions for the third Test today.

South African squad: Faf du Plessis (captain), Hashim
Amla, Temba Bavuma, Quinton de Kock (wkt), Theunis de
Bruyn, AB de Villiers, Dean Elgar, Heinrich Klaasen (wkt),
Keshav Maharaj, Aiden Markram, Morne Morkel, Chris
Morris, Wiaan Mulder, Lungi Ngidi, Duanne Olivier,
Vernon Philander and Kagiso Rabada. —AFP

WIGAN: Mark Hughes enjoyed the ideal start to his
Southampton reign as the struggling Premier League club
reached the FA Cup semi-finals with a 2-0 win at Wigan
yesterday.  Hughes was hired as Southampton manager
this week to replace the sacked Mauricio Pellegrino and
the former Saints striker had an immediate impact on his
new team.

Hughes’ main goal is to help Southampton preserve
their top-flight status and they dropped into the relegation
zone on Saturday as Crystal Palace won in the league
while the Saints were preparing for their quarter-final.
Nevertheless, a trip to Wembley in the semi-finals could
provide a welcome tonic as the new manager tries to make
his presence felt.  It was essential Southampton avoided
following in the footsteps of Manchester City, West Ham
and Bournemouth-top-flight sides who had all perished
against third tier giant-killers Wigan in the FA Cup this
season.  They achieved that aim thanks to second half
goals from Pierre Emile Hojbjerg and Cedric Soares.

Southampton joined Tottenham and Manchester United
in the semi-finals, with Leicester and Chelsea meeting in
the last quarter-final later on Sunday.  It will be Saints’ first
appearance in the last four in 15 years.  “It was an impor-
tant day for the players today. I have been really impressed
with the quality of the talent I have,” said Hughes, who was
sacked by Stoke earlier this season.

“They have lost a bit of confidence recently but they
are good players.  “We stood up to Wigan. It was a state-
ment of intent and a start.  “We have work to do in the
Premier League, but we will enjoy this moment.” After a
scrappy first half, Southampton took the lead in the 62nd
minute.  Dusan Tadic’s corner was stabbed goalwards by

Hojbjerg and Wigan’s Dan Burn couldn’t react quick
enough to clear off the line.

Manolo Gabbiadini had a chance to double
Southampton’s advantage in the 73rd minute when he got
past Burn and the Wigan centre-back brought him down in
the penalty area. But Wigan goalkeeper Christian Walton
plunged to his left and pushed Gabbiadini’s powerful spot-

kick round the post.
Wigan, FA Cup winners in 2013, applied plenty of pres-

sure in the closing stages, but couldn’t emulate their epic
fifth round success against Premier League leaders City. In
the first minute of stoppage-time, Southampton right back
Soares surged  into the area before side-footing past
Walton. — AFP

Hughes makes flying 
start as Southampton 
reach FA Cup semis

WIGAN: Wigan Athletic’s English striker Ryan Colclough (L) runs away from Southampton’s Serbian
midfielder Dusan Tadic and Southampton’s German-born Portuguese defender Cedric Soares (R) during
the English FA Cup quarter-final football match between Wigan Athletic and Southampton at DW
Stadium in Wigan. — AFP

Wild celebration 
by a young 
India team 

Hopeful SA 
name Rabada 
in Test squad

OHIO: Boone Jenner and Markus Nutivaara each scored a
goal as the Columbus Blue Jackets rallied for a 2-1 victory
over the Ottawa Senators on Saturday night in Columbus,
Ohio. The Blue Jackets extended their winning streak to
seven games. Goalie Sergei Bobrovsky made 23 saves to
help Columbus earn its seventh consecutive home victory.
Alex Burrows scored for the Senators, who got 33 saves
from Mike Condon.

BRUINS 3, LIGHTNING 0
Tuukka Rask had 23 saves while picking up his third

shutout of the season and Torey Krug had three assists to
lead Boston over host Tampa Bay. It was the 41st career
shutout for Rask and marked the first time this season that
the Lightning were shut out. David Pastrnak, David
Backes and Riley Nash each scored goals for the Bruins,
who moved within two points of the first-place Lightning
with a game in hand. It also was the fifth time that Rask
shut out Tampa Bay in his career. Andrei Vasilevskiy had
24 saves for the Lightning, who dropped their second
straight game.

DEVILS 3, KINGS 0
Keith Kinkaid made 38 saves as visiting New Jersey

beat host Los Angeles. Kinkaid improved to 9-2-0 in his
last 11 starts and recorded his fourth career shutout. He
stopped 19 shots in the first, eight in the second and 11
more in the third. He also helped kill off six Kings power
plays. Michael Grabner scored a short-handed goal and
Nico Hischier tallied on even strength in the opening peri-
od as the Devils won their third straight game on a season-
high six-game road trip.

FLYERS 4, HURRICANES 2
Valtteri Filppula had the go-ahead goal with 5:49 left,

and Philadelphia scored four times in the third period to
beat host Carolina. The Flyers snapped a two-game skid.
Philadelphia’s Travis Konecny tied the game 1-1 with 11:41
left in the third period. Carolina responded and retook the
lead, 2-1, just over two minutes later on a goal by Jaccob
Slavin. The Flyers tied the game again on a goal by Jakub
Voracek with 8:02 remaining. Filppula then gave
Philadelphia its first lead with his 11th goal of the season
with 5:49 left. Michael Raffl provided a two-goal margin
with just under two minutes left.

MAPLE LEAFS 4, CANADIENS 0
William Nylander, Kasperi Kapanen, Nazem Kadri and

Andreas Johnsson scored goals, and Toronto easily defeat-
ed visiting Montreal for its fourth consecutive win. Curtis
McElhinney turned away 33 shots for the Maple Leafs. The
Canadiens have lost two in a row and are 1-5-2 in their
past eight games.

OILERS 4, PANTHERS 2
Connor McDavid scored the tying goal and had an

assist on the go-ahead score as visiting Edmonton rallied
to defeat Florida. McDavid also added an assist on Ty
Rattie’s empty-net goal with 50 seconds left. McDavid has
19 goals in his past 22 games. For the season, he has 34

goals and 55 assists, ranking third in the NHL with 89
points entering Saturday night. All three of McDavid’s
points came in the third period. Despite the loss, the
Panthers are 16-5-1 since Jan. 30 and 9-2-0 in their past 11
home games as they chase a playoff berth.

SABRES 5, BLACKHAWKS 3
Nicholas Baptiste scored twice, including the go-ahead

goal on the power play with 1:56 left in the third period,
and Buffalo held on for a win over visiting Chicago. Benoit
Pouliot, Ryan O’Reilly and Sam Reinhart also scored for
Buffalo, which snapped a two-game winless streak.

Jordan Oesterle, Jonathan Toews and Tomas Jurco
scored for Chicago. The Blackhawks have lost two straight
and four of their past five.

BLUES 4, RANGERS 3 (OT)
Brayden Schenn’s wrister from the right circle at 1:02 of

overtime gave St Louis a win over visiting New York. After
goalie Jake Allen stopped Chris Kreider’s point-blank bid
for a game-winner, Schenn tallied his 25th goal off a pass
from Alex Pietrangelo, who earned his third point of the
night. St Louis forced overtime with Pietrangelo’s second
marker of the night at 5:15 of the third period. Mika
Zibanejad scored twice for the Rangers.

SHARKS 5, CANUCKS 3
Timo Meier scored two goals, including the winner, as

visiting San Jose defeated Vancouver. Meier’s second goal
of the night broke a 3-3 tie at 6:07 of the third period as
he wired a long shot home during a counterattack. Logan
Couture, Tomas Hertl and Kevin Labanc each had a goal
and an assist for the Sharks, who posted their fourth con-
secutive win. The Canucks took their season-worst sixth
straight loss despite goals from Nikolay Goldobin, Bo
Horvat and Alex Edler.—Reuters

Jackets top 
Senators on 
Nutivaara’s 
power-play goal
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NICE: With Paris Saint-Germain struggling to find
inspiration, veteran defender Dani Alves did a surpris-
ing impersonation of injured compatriot Neymar to
score the winner in Nice yesterday. 

With eight minutes left and after better-known
attacking talents had squandered a string of chances,
Alves, who is just 1.72
metres (5-foot-6) ghost-
ed into the centre for-
ward position and out-
leaped the defence to
head in a cross from
Adrien Rabiot to seal a
2-1 victory.“After the
defeat against Real
Madrid (in the
Champions League), we
have reacted very well.
I’m pleased to see how
the team has responded
after that loss,” PSG
coach Unai Emery said. “We were lacking that little
something to forget the defeat. Perhaps a tiny element
of it will never leave. But we’ve won against Metz,
Angers, and now here and I like that.” A rare Sunday
lunchtime (1200 GMT) kick-off was part of the devel-
oping French league strategy of emulating more suc-
cesful European leagues and targeting Chinese viewers. 

The two teams provided a lively spectacle which
ended with PSG stretching their lead to 17 points over

Monaco. Allan Saint-Maximin gave the home team the
lead after 17 minutes with a deft finish which was just
the fifth touch of a breathtaking move that began on the
Nice goal line. Angel di Maria quickly replied, speeding
through a suddenly uncertain Nice defence and swerv-
ing in a shot that squirmed past Walter Benitez.

In the absence of
Neymar, the two best
known strikers on dis-
play almost gave the
Chinese prime-time
audience goals to cheer.
Edinson Cavani of PSG
hit a post from close
range in the first half
after hesitation in the
Nice defence. Mario
Balotelli forced a flying
save from PSG keeper
Alphonse Areola and lat-
er hit the bar with a

header. Saint-Maximin’s pace repeatedly troubled PSG,
but he was unable to repeat his cool finish, though he
came close with one shot that clipped the knee of the
sprawling Areola. At the other end, Di Maria forced a
full-stretch save from Benitez with a daring volleyed
back flick.  Kylian Mbappe, who seemed out of touch,
wasted a glorious close-range chance with 12 minutes
left. Alves also forced a leaping save from Benitez with
a bold overhead kick. — AFP

Late Alves goal sends PSG 
to massive 17 points clear 
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LIVERPOOL: Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp
believes comparisons between Mohamed Salah and
Barcelona’s five-time Ballon d’Or winner Lionel Messi
are premature, but that the Egyptian is on his way to
one day becoming the best player in the world.

Salah’s stunning season continued with a four-goal
haul in a 5-0 thrashing of Watford at Anfield to take
his tally for the season to 36 on Saturday-the most
goals ever scored by a Liverpool player in their debut
year at the club.

Messi showed why he is still widely considered the
world’s best by scoring his 100th Champions League
goal in tearing Chelsea apart in a 3-0 win on
Wednesday. But Klopp believes Salah, 25, has time on
his side to succeed Messi and Real Madrid rival
Cristiano Ronaldo, both now in their thirties, as the
world’s best player. “I think Mo is on the way (to
being the best in the world),” said Klopp.  “I don’t
think Mo or anybody else wants to be compared with
Lionel Messi.  He is the one who is doing what he’s
doing for what feels like 20 years or so.”

And Klopp challenged Salah to maintain the stan-
dards he has set this season in the manner Messi and
Ronaldo have for the past decade. “As it always is in
life, if you have the skills, you have to show that con-
stantly, and consistently he is very good and he helps
us a lot.” Salah even defied the slippery conditions of
a snow storm as he weaved his way past Jose Holebas
to slot home the opener after just four minutes.

“Conditions were difficult. It was obviously slip-
pery and everybody suffered, but not Mo in that situ-
ation. It was really special,” added Klopp. Liverpool
had to wait until two minutes before half-time to dou-
ble their advantage, but there was no surprise who
was on the end of a sweeping team move as Salah got
his second of the evening from Andy Robertson’s
inch-perfect cross.

Watford have now lost nine and drawn one of their
last 10 away games. And manager Javi Gracia admit-
ted his side had been completely outclassed. “We
know we play against one of the best teams in
Europe at this moment and  they were much better
than us,” said the Spaniard. “We need to compete
with the best 11 we can and it was not the best per-
formance for us today.” Salah turned provider imme-
diately after the break when his cross was wonderful-
ly backheeled past Karnezis by Roberto Firmino.

The Egyptian made it 4-0 with 13 minutes remain-
ing as, despite falling over, he managed to slide the
ball past Karnezis. And he then capped off a brilliant
personal performance in the dying seconds, thrashing
into the roof of the net after Karnezis had fumbled
Danny Ings’ shot. —AFP

Salah can pass 
Messi and be 
best in world, 
insists Klopp

Two teams provided a lively spectacle

NICE: Paris Saint-Germain’s Brazilian defender Daniel Alves (Bottom R) shoots on goal as (From L) Nice’s French
defender Malang Sarr, Paris Saint-Germain’s Uruguayan forward Edinson Cavani, Nice’s French defender Maxime Le
Marchand and Nice’s Argentinian goalkeeper Walter Benitez look on during the French L1 football match. —AFP

Two best  
strikers 

on display

MANCHESTER: Jose Mourinho
launched an astonishing verbal tirade
against his Manchester United players
after they reached the FA Cup semi-
finals, accusing them of “a lack of per-
sonality, lack of class and lack of desire.”

Just 24 hours after the United manag-
er had made a memorable defence of his
own record in the pre-match press con-
ference, Mourinho turned his attention to
his players after a comfortable 2-0 quar-
ter-final victory over Brighton.  Only
Nemanja Matic, who set up the opening
goal for Romelu Lukaku before scoring a
late second himself, and youngster Scott
McTominay were spared massive criti-
cism. And after Mourinho claimed he was
looking for a response to the midweek
Champions League exit to Sevilla, the
Portuguese veteran even claimed some of
his players lacked the personality and
desire to play for the famous Premier
League club.

“I didn’t like the game,” said
Mourinho. “I think we deserved to win
but I didn’t have the reaction from all of
them.  “I had the reaction from some of
them. Some of them were mentally strong
enough with the football quality to play-
that was the reason we won.  “But a team
of 11, when you have a minimum of six or
seven players performing and wanting to

play, who want the responsibility to have
the ball, who have the desire really to
play-it is difficult to have a good per-
formance “So I am not happy with the
performance all all. But I am happy with
the result.”

England full-back Luke Shaw was the
one player named by Mourinho as having
failed to follow his game plan and was,
accordingly, substituted at half-time.
That made Shaw an obvious target for
Mourinho to be questioned about
although the United manager clearly had
other players in mind when issuing his
widespread critique. “I wanted more per-
sonality in the team because many, many
times I felt that Matic was an island of
personality, desire and control surround-
ed by lack of personality, lack of class
and lack of desire.

“I have to say that for example
McTominay lost more passes today in all
the matches he played put together but
he was a Manchester United player.
“And for me a Manchester United player
is one who when he plays badly still gives
to the team. That is a question of person-
ality, that is a Manchester United player
for me. And that is what some of the oth-
ers did not have.” Mourinho had hinted
before the game that many of his stars
are currently under-performing and,
tellingly, Paul Pogba and Alexis Sanchez
were both left out of his starting line-up.

‘SCARED TO PLAY’ 
But the United manager’s response to

what was, after all, a comfortable victory
was an astonishing psychological tactic
that may, ultimately, backfire-a point that
Mourinho accepted when asked why he
had made such a calculated outburst.

“My calculation is that without pres-
sure, they don’t perform well. What can I

lose?” he said. “And the ones that are
always there are the ones that will
always be there. And that is an example
of personality. 

“You have the kid that didn’t play well
at all (McTominay). I told him already, he
was the first one I spoke to individually
in the dressing room.  “And instead of
being critical with him, I was positive
with him because ‘You played very bad
but you did the basic things that one
player has to do.’ “The basic things is to
keep the emotional balance to play with
that red shirt, which is a heavy shirt to
wear. And the kid, in his worst perform-
ance by far, he was there and he had
body to wear that shirt.  “He was not
afraid to play. He played bad, and every
player can play bad.  “But to feel not
comfortable to play - ‘Please Mister, take
me from the pitch.’ I felt that.”

Mourinho, whose only hope of a tro-
phy this season is the FA Cup, warmed
to his theme. He said that some of his big
name stars are simply scared of the job
in hand at Old Trafford. “A few of the
guys, I saw them scared to play. You
know when the sun is shining-and in
football the sun is shining when every-
thing goes well, you win matches, you
score goals, everything goes in your
direction-every player is a good player
and every player wants to play and
every player wants the ball and every
player is confident to play and every
player looks amazing.

“When it is dark and cold, and that in
football means a period of bad results or
a bad result like what happened to us a
couple of days ago, not  everybody has
the confidence and the personality to
play really.”  — AFP

‘No personality,
no class’ as
Mourinho 
blasts Man Utd

Jose Mourinho

BERLIN: A superb goal off the outside of his boot by
Michy Batshuayi gave Borussia Dortmund a 1-0 win
over Hanover yesterday and kept them third in the
Bundesliga. Batshuayi, on loan from Chelsea for the rest
of the season, gave Dortmund the three points at home
with a wonderful piece of individual skill midway
through the first-half.

The Belgian international claimed arguably the best
of his eight goals in just 12 games for Dortmund by
flicking the ball into the net from a corner. Having hit
the post after just 35 seconds, Batshuayi has his back
on goal when he stabbed at Andre Schuerrle’s cross on
24 minutes and his effort sailed past Hanover’s goal-
keeper. It was his sixth German league goal in seven
Bundesliga games with Dortmund after spending the
first half of the season stuck on Chelsea’s bench. “I saw
the path to the goal wasn’t clear, but there was just a
small gap and luckily it came off,”  Batshuayi told
Eurosport about his wonder goal.

“We were very physical and mentally very strong.
You could see that the team really wanted the three
points.” Hanover had their chance to equalise on 81
minutes when Brazilian striker Jonathas headed on from
a free-kick and the ball was poked over the line, but the
goal was ruled offside. “We lacked that bit of final luck,”
lamented Hanover goalkeeper Philipp Tschauner, but
Dortmund deserved the win after creating 25 shots on
goal to just nine by the visitors.

Just before the final whistle, Dortmund winger
Maximilian Philipp hit the post as the hosts tried to
stretch their lead. The home win buoyed Dortmund
after Thursday’s disappointing Europa League exit in

the last 16 when Borussia was held to a goalless sec-
ond-leg draw at home to Red Bull Salzburg after losing
2-1 in Austria. The home Bundesliga win at Signal Iduna
Park leaves Dortmund 18 points behind runaway league
leaders Bayern Munich, who are at RB Leipzig later.

Dortmund’s win and Schalke’s 1-0 victory at

Wolfsburg on Saturday mean Bayern’s confirmed title
victory must be put on ice until after next weekend’s
international break. Later yesterday afternoon, Bayer
Leverkusen can draw level with Dortmund on 48
points if they win at bottom side Cologne in the
Rhineland derby.  —AFP

Magic Batshuayi 
strike seals narrow 
Dortmund win

DORTMUND: Dortmund’s German midfielder Mario Goetze (R) and Hanover’s Nigerian midfielder Noah
Joel Sarenren Bazee vie for the ball during the German first division Bundesliga football match. — AFP

Mohamed Salah
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BARCELONA: Barcelona’s Argentinian forward Lionel Messi (L) vies with Athletic Bilbao’s Spanish defender Inigo Martinez during the Spanish League football match between FC Barcelona and Athletic Club Bilbao at the
Camp Nou stadium in Barcelona yesterday. — AFP

Tributes to ‘inspiration’ Hawking 
as curtain falls on Paralympics

India win tri-series after 
Karthik blitz in tense final

Late Alves goal sends PSG 
to massive 17 points clear 1512 14
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Messi scores as Barca beat Athletic
BARCELONA: Barcelona moved 11 points clear at the
top of La Liga yesterday after beating Athletic Bilbao
2-0 at home with a goal from Paco Alcacer and a
thumping strike from Lionel Messi in the first half.

Alcacer took the place of suspended striker Luis
Suarez in the starting line-up and scored a first goal in
three months to put Barca ahead in the eighth minute,
side-footing home a pass from Jordi Alba after Messi
had cut in from the left.

The Argentine scored for the sixth game in a row in
all competitions and for the 25th time in this league
campaign when he doubled Barca’s lead in the 30th
minute with a deadly strike into the bottom corner

from the edge of the area.
Barca lead the standings on 75 points, 11 ahead of

nearest challengers Atletico Madrid who were visiting
Villarreal later on Sunday, with champions Real
Madrid hosting Girona. The Catalans were missing
injured midfield linchpin Sergio Busquets as well as
Suarez. However, they were rampant in the first half
and could have taken a heavier lead into the break as
Brazilian midfielder Philippe Coutinho hit the wood-
work twice and his compatriot Paulinho struck a post.

The unbeaten league leaders slowed down in the
second half and Athletic came into the game for the
first time but despite numerous forays into Barca’s

area they rarely got close to troubling goalkeeper
Marc-Andre ter Stegen.

Earlier yesterday Sevilla suffered a hangover from
their Champions League triumph over Manchester
United as they lost 2-1 at mid-table Leganes in La
Liga yesterday, their sixth defeat in 12 league games
under coach Vincenzo Montella. Sevilla qualified for
the quarter-finals of Europe’s elite competition for the
first time by beating United 2-1 at Old Trafford on
Tuesday but went behind to Leganes four minutes
before halftime to a looping header from defender
Unai Bustinza.

Montella made three changes from the side that

had stunned Old Trafford, giving a starting berth to
Wissam Ben Yedder after he scored twice after com-
ing off the bench on Tuesday, but his side rarely got
going against Leganes.

Forward Javier Eraso side-footed home a second
goal for the home side in the 69th minute and things
got worse for Sevilla when midfielder Pablo Sarabia
was sent off in the 84th for picking up two yellow
cards inside 11 minutes.

Miguel Layun pulled a goal back for Sevilla in the
90th minute. Sevilla are fifth in the Liga standings on
45 points, 12 behind fourth-placed Real Madrid and
one ahead of Villarreal in sixth.  — Reuters

Sevilla defeated by Leganes

LEICESTER: Pedro Rodriguez came off the bench to halt
Chelsea’s slide with an extra-time winner in a 2-1 victory
at Leicester yesterday to reach the FA Cup semi-finals.
Alvaro Morata’s first goal since Boxing Day on his return
to the Chelsea starting line-up put the visitors on course
to bounce back from their Champions League elimination
at the hands of Barcelona in midweek.

However, Jamie Vardy’s equaliser 15 minutes from time
made them do it the hard way in an extra 30 minutes. Yet,
for all Antonio Conte’s complaints this season about his
side’s strength in depth, the Italian was able to call on
Pedro to turn the game in Chelsea’s favour when he head-
ed home former Leicester favourite N’Golo Kante’s cross.

Chelsea had lost three of their past four matches to fall
behind in the race for a top-four finish in the Premier
League as well as their European exit. But victory does at
least keep their chances of silverware to end the season
alive. Chelsea will meet Southampton in the last four, while
Manchester United face Tottenham Hotspur for a place in
the final. Both Morata and Pedro had a point to prove after
being left out of the Spain squad on Friday just three
months ahead of the World Cup.

Morata was recalled for just his second start since the
sides last met in a 0-0 draw at Stamford Bridge back in
January. And after a quiet start, Chelsea’s club record £70
million buy from Real Madrid was presented with his first
big chance of the afternoon when he was brilliantly picked
out by Marcos Alonso’s low cross, but his shot was far too
close to Kasper Schmeichel.

Morata headed another half-chance from a teasing
Willian cross over and then hit the outside of the post from
the narrowest of angles. The goal he craved finally arrived
three minutes before half-time, but much of the credit must
go to Willian who surged through the heart of the
Leicester midfield on the counter-attack before feeding

Morata. And Morata coolly clipped the ball beyond the
advancing Schmeichel with an assuredness unbefitting of a
striker who had gone 13 games without a goal. Despite
going in front, Conte still withdrew Tiemoue Bakayoko at
half-time after another awful 45 minutes for the Frenchman
in a desperately disappointing debut season in English
football following a £40 million move from Monaco.

The visitors were happy to take their chances on the
counter-attack in the second period as they began to feel
the after-effects of their run around at Barcelona in mid-
week. Leicester’s search for an equaliser was largely
laboured and, even when a big chance did arise, Vardy
headed wastefully over when completely unmarked inside
the area. However, the England international made amends
15 minutes from time when he forced the ball home at the
third attempt after Vicente Iborra’s first two efforts were
blocked and then saved by Willy Caballero. Only a fine low
save from Caballero prevented Vardy from turning the tie
completely around eight minutes later as both sides settled
for extra time. Crucially, Conte was able to refresh his side
as Pedro, Gary Cahill and Olivier Giroud were all intro-
duced in the first half of extra time.—AFP

Pedro halts slide, 
sends Chelsea into
FA Cup semi-finals

LEICESTER: Leicester City’s English striker Jamie Vardy
celebrates after scoring his team’s goal. — AFP



SYDNEY: The leaders of Australia and
Singapore closed a regional summit yesterday
with a stand against protectionism, arguing in
favor of multi-nation trade deals as fears mount
that US plans for new tariffs could stoke a global
trade war.

“We strongly believe that a free, open and
rules-based multilateral trading system is key to
the region’s growth and prosperity,” Singapore’s
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong said at a news
conference to mark the end of a summit between
Australia and the Association of Southeast Asian

Nations (ASEAN). President Donald Trump
announced the tariffs on March 7 to protect
domestic steel and aluminum producers on
national security grounds. The United States is
also looking at tariffs on up to $60 billion worth
of Chinese imports, targeting technology and
telecommunications sectors. Lee and Turnbull
urged ASEAN to speedily agree to the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership, a China-
backed alternative to the Trans-Pacific
Partnership (TPP) trade pact that Trump with-
drew the United States from last year. “If we

secure a good agreement, this would be, as one
of our colleagues said this morning, an antithesis
of protectionism, it would ensure, on the back of
the TPP-11, that the Indo-Pacific continues to be
the fulcrum of open and free trade,” Prime
Minister Malcolm Turnbull said.

Officially, the summit was focused on foster-
ing closer economic ties among the members of
ASEAN and Australia, and countering the threat
of Islamist militants returning to the region from
the Middle East. Australia hosted the weekend
meetings despite not being a member of the 10-

nation bloc, aiming to tighten political and trade
ties in the region amid China’s rising influence.

In a joint communique issued at the conclu-
sion of the summit, ASEAN and Australia also
called for “self-restraint” in the South China Sea,
where aggressive Chinese expansion has irked
ASEAN members. “We emphasize the impor-
tance of non-militarization and the need to
enhance mutual trust and confidence, exercise
self-restraint...and avoid actions that may com-
plicate the situation,” the communique said.

ASEAN members Brunei, Malaysia, Vietnam,

the Philippines, also have claims in the important
trade waterway that is mostly claimed by China,
which has been building artificial islands on
reefs, some with ports and air strips.

“This is a security and stability question in
Southeast Asia which will affect all ASEAN
countries if it goes wrong,” Lee said. ASEAN
also called for the “complete, verifiable and irre-
versible denuclearisation of the Korean
Peninsula” and urged all UN members to strictly
apply Security-Council sanctions on North
Korea. — Reuters

Zain offers the 
all-new Galaxy S9 
and Galaxy S9+
KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommunications
company in Kuwait, announced the offering of
Galaxy S9 and Galaxy S9+, Samsung’s latest
flagship devices that reimagine the way we com-
municate, share and experience the world. 

Zain offers the new generation of Samsung’s
flagship devices knowing the passion customers
have for the latest and most advanced products
in the world of technology. The all-new Galaxy
devices feature a curved Super AMOLED dis-
play and a revolutionary redesigned camera with
a new dual aperture lens, reimagining the way we
take photos and communicate with the world.

Zain’s postpaid customers can now get the
new Galaxy S9 device with a variety of new
plans starting at KD 34 monthly, including 500
GBs of 4G LTE Internet and 5000 local minutes.
The company is keen on offering the most flexi-
ble and competitive plans to suit customers’
unique personal and professional needs. 

The latest addition to Samsung’s Galaxy
smartphone lineup is built on the best-in-class

Galaxy Foundation of design innovation and cut-
ting-edge technology. Made for the way we
increasingly communicate and express ourselves
more with images, videos and emojis, the Galaxy
S9 and S9+ drive innovation with Samsung’s
most advanced camera ever. Redesigned with a
new dual aperture lens that powers an innovative
low light camera technology, Super Slow-mo
video capabilities and personalized AR Emoji, the
Galaxy S9 and S9+ ensure you never miss a
moment and make your everyday epic.

The new Galaxy S9 and S9+ devices offer a
number of state-of-the-art features, making them
among the best and most advanced smartphones
in the market. Features include a curved Super
AMOLED Infinity Display, Octa-core processor,
IP68 water resistance, Rear Super Speed camera
with a new dual aperture lens, stereo speakers,
and more.  This offering comes in line with Zain’s
aim to provide its customers with a superior
telecommunications experience, and springs from
its core understanding of their needs. The com-
pany aims at providing its customers with an
unmatched experience on Zain’s most advanced
network.  

Zain emphasized its commitment to the needs
of the largest customer base in Kuwait, and will
continuously look into expanding its horizons to
introduce the latest and most advanced solutions
in the market to meet its customers unique needs
and aspirations. 

Average monthly crude prices 
dropped for first time in 8 months

Top govt officials, global business
leaders to participate in KIF 2018  

TEC holds event for employees 
to discuss future plans 2118 19

Summit says multi-nation trade key to prosperity 

ASEAN, Australia slam trade protectionism
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SYDNEY: This general view shows the Leaders’ Plenary Session of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)-Australia Special Summit in Sydney yesterday. — AFP

NEW YORK:  Boosted by surging output, the
United States is becoming a significant
exporter of crude oil, a shift that is remaking
American infrastructure and altering the glob-
al petroleum market.

Now pumping more than 10 million barrels
per day, the US has become the second
biggest oil producer in the world behind
Russia and ahead of Saudi Arabia. The bounty
is the result of the shale oil boom due to new
drilling and production techniques. 

Eyeing this jump, the US at the end of 2015
scrapped its embargo on exports, a policy in
place since the 1970s oil shocks. Energy com-
panies have seized on the opening, exporting
1.1 million barrels per day to 37 countries in
2017. Canada is the leading destination of
American crude, but the US has also been
exporting more to Asia, long a major market
for the Organization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) and Russia.

China is the second biggest market for US
exports, data shows. Over the last decade, US
crude imports have fallen from 10 million bar-
rels  a day to eight million barrels a day.

But the US remains a major importer of
crude oil, in large part because American oil
refineries are not designed for the lighter-
weight crude that comes out of shale fields.
Rather, many plants are built to run on heavier
oils from Canada, Mexico or Venezuela that
are cheaper to procure and result in lofty
profit margins after they are processed into
gasoline. “The choice was made to invest in a
more expensive, more sophisticated refinery
that is a lot more costly to run, with the view
that you are getting  crude oil to a discount,”
said Harry Tchilinguirian, senior oil market
strategist at BNP Paribas global markets.
“Considering that it takes five to seven years

to build a refinery, you cannot just switch.”

Rethinking infrastructure 
Prior to the shale boom, which dates to

2010 or 2011, the US had been planning new
pipeline capacity to allow greater crude
imports from Canada. But the shift in the US
oil production picture has also altered the
outlook for energy infrastructure. US compa-
nies are now focusing on adding domestic
pipelines and export terminals in the Gulf
Coast region to ship American oil abroad.

“The US cannot become completely inde-
pendent of foreign oil,” Tchilinguirian said.

In this context, President Donald Trump’s
idea of “energy dominance” or “the golden
era of American energy” means not only
reducing the role of imports, but “also being
able to actively capture market share abroad,”
he said. Perhaps the most emblematic project
is the reinvention of the Louisiana Offshore
Oil Port, the only terminal in the US capable
of servicing supertankers. 

The facility was used for oil exports
instead of imports for the first time in
February. Farther west, the port of Corpus
Christi, Texas is expected to become a bigger
venue for crude exports and plans a $327 mil-
lion project to widen and deepen the port’s
channel. Experts think US oil exports could
grow to as much as four to five million barrels a
day in the medium term, prompting questions
on which markets will buy the additional oil. In
the near-term, John Coleman of consultancy
Wood Mackenzie expects much of the crude to
reach Europe, given the compatibility of the oil
with the continent’s refineries. But beyond
2022, the outlook is cloudier, in part because of
new refineries coming on line in Africa and the
Middle East, thus limiting their exports. — AFP

ABU DHABI: Abu Dhabi state energy compa-
ny ADNOC said yesterday it had awarded
French oil giant Total stakes in two offshore oil
concessions, as it looks to boost production
by year’s end. Total now holds a fifth of the
Umm Shaif and Nasr concession and 5 per-
cent of the Lower Zakum concession, together
worth some 5.3 billion dirhams ($1.4 billion, 1.2

million euros), ADNOC said in a press release.  
Both concessions are effective March 9 for a

duration of 40 years and are operated by
ADNOC Offshore, a subsidiary of ADNOC,
according to the statement. Sunday’s signing
was hosted by the Louvre Abu Dhabi, the bil-
lion-euro French-Emirati project that is the first
Louvre-branded museum outside of France.

Abu Dhabi, where most of the UAE’s vast oil
reserves are located, is in the process of award-
ing new oil concessions, as previous agree-
ments have either expired or will run out this
month. It has already granted concessions to
ExxonMobil, BP, Shell, Japan’s INPEX, China’s
CNPC, Spanish Cepsa and a state-owned
Indian consortium led by ONGC Videsh.

The new concessions have been offered at
nearly half the duration of the old concessions,
with ADNOC taking majority stake in the
projects.  ADNOC aims to increase its oil pro-
duction capacity from 3.2 million barrels per
day to 3.5 million by the end of 2018. — AFP

Abu Dhabi awards France’s 
Total stakes in oil concessions

US crude exports becoming 
bigger presence in global oil
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BAHRAIN EXCHANGE COMPANY WLL

CURRENCY BUY SELL
Europe

British Pound 0.415040 0.422540
Czech Korune 0.006573 0.015873
Danish Krone 0.045697 0.050697
Euro 0. 364512 0.372012
Georgian Lari 0.133951 0.133951
Hungarian 0.001132 0.001322
Norwegian Krone 0.034997 0.040197
Romanian Leu 0.064245 0.081095
Russian ruble 0.005236 0.005236
Slovakia 0.008930 0.018930
Swedish Krona 0.032718 0.037718
Swiss Franc 0.309842 0.320842

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.224239 0.236239
New Zealand Dollar 0.211236 0.220736

America
Canadian Dollar 0.224572 0.233572
US Dollars 0.296650 0.301070
US Dollars Mint 0.297150 0.301070

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003191 0.003775
Chinese Yuan 0.046014 0.049514
Hong Kong Dollar 0.036567 0.039317

Indian Rupee 0.004175 0.004816
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000018 0.000024
Japanese Yen 0.002762 0.002942
Korean Won 0.000272 0.000287
Malaysian Ringgit 0.072936 0.078936
Nepalese Rupee 0.003001 0.003171
Pakistan Rupee 0.002530 0.002820
Philippine Peso 0.005673 0.005973
Singapore Dollar 0.223819 0.233819
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001606 0.002186
Taiwan 0.010318 0.010498
Thai Baht 0.009277 0.009827

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.791072 0.799572
Egyptian Pound 0.014085 0.019803
Iranian Riyal 0.000083 0.000085
Iraqi Dinar 0.000202 0.000262
Jordanian Dinar 0.419571 0.428571
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000154 0.000254
Moroccan Dirhams 0.022688 0.046688
Omani Riyal 0.774851 0.780531
Qatar Riyal 0.078319 0.083259
Saudi Riyal 0.079113 0.080413
Syrian Pound 0.001274 0.001494
Tunisian Dinar 0.121337 0.129337
Turkish Lira 0.071732 0.082032
UAE Dirhams 0.080457 0.082157
Yemeni Riyal 0.000977 0.001057

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd
Rate for Transfer Selling Rate
US Dollar 300.400
Canadian Dollar 230.090
Sterling Pound 420.380
Euro 370.890
Swiss Frank 287.050
Bahrain Dinar 798.875
UAE Dirhams 82.190
Qatari Riyals 83.420
Saudi Riyals 81.000
Jordanian Dinar 424.970
Egyptian Pound 17.130
Sri Lankan Rupees 1.927
Indian Rupees 4.629
Pakistani Rupees 2.717
Bangladesh Taka 3.604
Philippines Pesso 5.777
Cyprus pound 17.885
Japanese Yen 3.830
Syrian Pound 1.585
Nepalese Rupees 2.900
Malaysian Ringgit 77.730
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 47.895
Thai Bhat 10.615
Turkish Lira 77.035

EXCHANGE RATES
Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

KUWAIT: The Bayt.com ‘Jobseeker Confidence Survey,’
revealed that over two thirds (67 percent) of job seekers
who provided an answer expect business conditions in
Kuwait to ‘improve’ in a year’s time. When it came to cur-
rent business conditions in Kuwait, only 18 percent of job
seekers thought they are below average. 

Job seekers have largely positive perceptions of future
economic conditions. According to the survey, close to
two thirds (63.1 percent) of Kuwait job seekers who
responded to this question said they expect their coun-
try’s economy to ‘improve’ within the next six months,
23.7 percent said they expect it to ‘remain the same’, and
only 13.2 percent think it could ‘get worse’. 

In regards to availability of jobs in Kuwait, nearly six in
10 (57 percent) job seekers are either ‘somewhat hopeful’
or ‘very hopeful’ that they will find their ideal job in the
next six months. What’s more, close to half of those who
answered the question (45 percent) believe the number of
jobs available in Kuwait will increase in the next six
months, one third (33 percent) believe it will remain the
same, and only 22 percent believe it could decrease. 

The survey, administered by Bayt.com, the Middle
East’s #1 job site, and YouGov, global online market
research company, aims to gauge perceptions and atti-
tudes of job seekers regarding the job hunt. The positive
findings of this year’s job seeker confidence index are
also echoed in the Bayt.com Middle East Job Index,
which showed that nearly nine in 10 companies across the
MENA region will be hiring over the next 12 months. 

Expectations 
Even at the personal level, the great majority (92 per-

cent) of job seekers in Kuwait who provided an answer said
they expect their personal financial position to ‘improve’ or
at least ‘remain the same’ in the next six months. 

Likewise, 88 percent of job seekers who responded
to the survey question on career growth said they
expect their career growth opportunities to either
improve or maintain the same level in the next six
months. Currently, three quarters (75 percent) of Kuwait
respondents are either ‘satisfied’ or neutral towards their
career growth opportunities.

“At Bayt.com, we work to support all professionals,
job seekers and employers alike, in their efforts to
overcome any economic changes and to make room
for improvements in their careers,” said Suhail Masri,
Vice President of Employer Solutions, Bayt.com. “We
are proud to be able to provide tens of thousands of
jobs on a daily basis and to connect many companies
and organizations to our database of more than 31
million CVs. “ 

“Jobseeker confidence is a measure of the economic
wellbeing of a country, and a reflection of job satisfac-
tion levels and expectations based on a variety of key
economic factors. Therefore, by conducting this survey,
we gain insights into the influences that could help fore-
cast economic trends across the region,” said Nehal
Jibouri, Head of Custom Research - MENA, YouGov. 

Data for the 2018 Job Seeker Confidence Survey was
collected online from 18th January 2018 to 11th February
2018. Results are based on a sample of 4801 respon-
dents from the following countries: UAE, KSA, Kuwait,
Oman, Qatar, Bahrain, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, Palestine,
Syria, Egypt, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, Sudan,
and Pakistan. 

Nearly 6 in 10 Kuwait job-seekers 
hope to find ideal job in 6 months

88% in Kuwait expect their career growth opportunities to improve

Average monthly 
crude prices 
dropped for first 
time in 8 months
KUWAIT: Oil prices remained under pressure over the last
month following concerns relating to shale oversupply  that
hit another record high of 10.38 mb/d as shale drillers con-
tinue to pump record crude to take advantage of elevated oil
prices as compared to last year’s levels. As a result, produc-
tion rate in the US is up almost 10 percent since January-18
adding almost 1 mb/d in additional production. Commercial
crude inventories in the US was also up for the third consec-
utive week to reach 430.93 million barrels, a level last seen in
December-17. However, a larger-than-expected drop in
refined product inventories partially offset the impact of the
inventory build. 

Pressure on crude prices also came from new tariff plans
that are soon to be imposed by the US on steel and alu-
minum imports. This has triggered expectations of a global
trade war with similar reactions from other countries with
countermeasures that could threaten oil demand, especially
in the maritime sector and the trucking industry.
Furthermore, an elevated dollar since mid-February also
capped an upward movement in crude oil prices. In addition,
the recent pickup in economic growth in China, one of the
key drivers of global oil demand, provided intermittent sup-
port to crude prices. The country recorded higher refinery
runs during the first two months of the year while crude out-
put declined by almost 2 percent year-on-year, resulting in
higher demand for crude. 

On the demand side, gasoline demand in the US rose to a
seven-month high level, according to EIA, despite higher
refinery runs at a time when they are normally down for
maintenance. As a consequence, total gasoline stocks in the
US declined by 6.3 million barrels, a much larger decline as
compared to the 4.4 million barrel decline in distillate inven-
tories. Overall, refined product inventory was down by 3.4
million barrels to the lowest level since October-14. IEA, in
its monthly report, said that oil demand is expected to pick-
up this year, but the agency also acknowledged that output

growth would be much faster. The agency raised its oil
demand forecast for 2018 to 99.3 mb/d from 97.8 mb/d in its
previous forecast, an upward revision of 1.5 mb/d. 

In terms of production, OPEC continued to curb output
during February-18 and produced at 32.28 mb/d, the lowest
level over the past 10 months, according to Bloomberg data.
Saudi Arabia reported the biggest drop in production, while
the ongoing political issues in Venezuela further added to the
decline. In its monthly report, OPEC acknowledged the rise
in non-OPEC supply and said output would grow at a faster
pace vs. demand, also indicating a continued disciplined
approach to oil production, beyond the current deadline.
This reinforces our view that oil prices would remain range
bound in the near term as the positive impact of demand
growth would be offset by higher shale output that would be
backed by an expected growth in capex by US drillers, in
addition to plans of raising output within the OPEC. 

Oil prices
The gradual recovery in oil prices over the past one year

was dented in February-18 when average monthly crude
prices dropped for the first time since June-17. Average
OPEC crude price dropped 5.0 percent in February-18 to
reach $ 63.5/b as compared to $ 66.9/b for the previous
month. Kuwait crude also declined by 5.5 percent to $ 62.1/b
while Brent spot witnessed the biggest drop of 5.7 percent
to reach an average price of  $ 65.2/b during the month.
Initial price trends in March-18 continued to remain weak
with Brent crude prices reaching as low as  $ 63.9/b on the
back of oversupply concerns. 

According to IEA’s monthly report, OECD demand
growth was upbeat and is expected to increase by 240
tb/d in 2018; however, non-OECD demand expectation
were lowered by 150 tb/d due to a switch to natural gas
for power generation in Pakistan and Iraq. Speaking at a
conference, IEA’s Fatih Birol said that the recent surge in
oil output from non-OPEC producers including US,
Canada and Brazil would be enough to cover all growth in
global oil demand until 2020. He also highlighted that the
productivity of mature oilfields are dropping at a slower-
than-expected pace that extends oil output from these oil-
fields. Nevertheless, he also said that for the longer term,
oil producers are not investing enough to maintain future
production that could result in US shale output peaking by
2025 that could result in oil importers going back to
Middle East supply. 

Meanwhile, US oil rig count dropped for the first time in

seven weeks to 796 rigs for the week ended 9-March-18,
according to data from Baker Hughes, although it went up
again in the following week by four to reach 800 oil rigs. The
monthly international rig count data from Baker Hughes for
February-18 showed an increase of 19 rigs for the non-North
America region while it increased by a strong 77 rigs in
North America resulting in a total increase of 96 rigs. On the
international front, Middle East drillers added the highest
number of rigs during the month recorded at 13 followed by
Africa that added 10 rigs, that more than offset a drop of 12
rigs in the Asia Pacific region. 

World oil demand 
World oil demand growth estimates for 2017 was revised

upwards by 23 tb/d in OPEC’s latest monthly oil report. The
growth is now expected to have reached 1.62 mb/d to 97.04
mb/d reflecting changes in demand numbers for OECD Asia
Pacific and China. In the OECD Asia Pacific region, better-
than-expected demand was reported in Japan and Australia
during Q4-17 that resulted in an upward adjustment for the
quarter. However, December-17 demand was soft for the US,
Canada, and South Korea, while Australia recorded a solid
growth. On the non-OECD side, Q4-17 demand from China
was revised up by 70 tb/d reflecting better-than-expected
demand in the petrochemical and transportation sectors.
Demand was raised for the other Asia region by 30 tb/d for
Q4-17, reflecting higher demand in 

India, Indonesia and Thailand. Global oil demand growth
expectations for 2018 was also revised up marginally to 1.6
mb/d to a total demand of 98.63 mb/d reflecting higher
demand from the Other Asia region, primarily in China and
India, and OECD Americas region. Oil demand data from the
latter was strong during Q1-18 that led to an upward revision
of 20 tb/d. A similar revision was done in oil demand growth
from non-OECD region reflecting strong growth in India
during January-18. Oil demand data from the US showed
robust growth during Q4-17, especially during October-17
and November-17, on the back of transportation and petro-
chemical sectors further supported by colder weather condi-
tions. However, gasoline requirements in the US declined
during December-17 despite higher mileage primarily owing
to improving efficiencies as well as increasing retail price of
fuel and slight decline in auto sales. Preliminary data for
January-18 and February-18 showed strong demand for all
product categories supported by the faster economic
growth in the US. OECD Europe demand data showed weak
trends for January-18 for Germany, France, Italy and the UK

due to warmer weather conditions. In the non-OECD region,
China continued to see strong oil demand across all fuel cat-
egories in January-18 resulting in a growth of 0.61 mb/d. The
low baseline effect also contributed to a strong growth of
10.3 percent y-o-y in oil demand in India during January-18
led by strong growth in diesel and gasoline requirements. 

World oil supply 
Global oil supply continued to rise during February-18

recording a growth of 0.37 mb/d and averaged at 98.2 mb/d,
showing an increase of 1.66 mb/d as compared to January-
18. Non-OPEC supply during the month accounted for the
bulk of this increase at 0.45 mb/d and averaged at 66.01
mb/d (including OPEC NGLs). This growth came primarily
on the back of 0.48 mb/d increase in supply from OECD
Americas. OPEC oil production witnessed a marginal decline
during the month, partially offsetting the growth by non-
OPEC producers.  For the full year 2017, non-OPEC oil sup-
ply estimate was marginally revised upward by 0.01 mb/d to
average at 57.87 mb/d resulting in a growth of 0.87 mb/d.
The revision primarily reflects higher-than-expected output
in Q4-17 with an increase of 63 tb/d due to updated pro-
duction data mainly from Canada. Non-OPEC supply
growth projections for 2018 witnessed another significant
upgrade of 0.28 mb/d to a growth of 1.66 mb/d to average
at 59.53 mb/d. 

The upward revision primarily reflects higher oil output
during Q1-18 by 360 tb/d in OECD Americas and OECD
Europe, FSU, China, Norway, Brunei and Egypt partially off-
set by downward revisions to supply from Australia, India,
Indonesia, other Asia, Argentina, Colombia and Azerbaijan.
Supply projections from the US saw the biggest revision of
0.16 mb/d followed by China (0.05 mb/d), Canada (0.04
mb/d), and Brazil (0.03 mb/d). Canada is expected to see
higher production from the new main oil sand projects that
would increase the country’s production by 0.27 mb/d as
compared to 2017, while in Brazil, new field startups in Q4-
18 is expected to result in an annual growth of 0.23 mb/d. 

OPEC oil production & spare capacity 
OPEC production during February-18 reached the lowest

level in the past ten months with a marginal decline of 80
tb/d or 0.2 percent to record an average production rate of
32.28 mb/d, according to data from Bloomberg. OPEC’s sec-
ondary sources also pointed to a similar decline, although
the individual country contribution to the decline was differ-
ent. According to Bloomberg, Saudi Arabia reduced produc-
tion by 80 tb/d followed by UAE (-50 tb/d), Venezuela (-30
tb/d) and Angola (-20 tb/d). These declines were partially
offset by higher production in Libya (+70 tb/d) followed by
Qatar and Algeria that increased production by 20 tb/d
each. The decline in OPEC production was also reflected in
its compliance levels to the ongoing production levels.
According to Bloomberg calculations, compliance levels
reached 147 percent during February-18 as compared to 137
percent for January-18. 

Libya, which is exempt from the production cuts, record-
ed the biggest jump in oil production that reached 1.05 mb/d
in February-18. The country’s focus on the oil sector is criti-
cal for state finances and has resulted in Libya expanding its
exports to Europe and America despite intermittent disrup-
tion and strikes at key oilfields and ports. 

Meanwhile, Venezuela continues to suffer from political
and economic instability that resulted in its production
reaching the lowest monthly average level in 15 years. IEA
forecasted that in the next six years, Venezuela’s oil produc-
tion capacity will reach the lowest level since the 1940s. On
the other hand, Angola has also reported declining produc-
tion for the second consecutive month, with output reaching
the lowest level since October-16.  Lack of foreign invest-
ments in the country’s oil sector coupled with aging oilfields
has resulted in the decline in production in Angola.  In terms
of OPEC production, there were indications that the ongoing
production cut agreement will go beyond the current dead-
line although the form of the pact may be modified to
accommodate the long term additional output capacity
being added by OPEC members. These include Iraq’s plans
to raise output capacity to 7 mb/d by 2022, plans to add 30
active rigs by Kuwait by year end, in addition to a number of
ongoing projects in the oil sector across the region.
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NBK Money Markets Report

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Investment Forum (KIF) 2018
will be held in Kuwait tomorrow (20th March 2018)
under the patronage of His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah at the Bayan Palace
and the Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural Center. KIF 2018 is
co-organized by the Kuwait Direct Investment
Promotion Authority (KDIPA) and the Kuwait Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (KCCI).

The two-day event will highlight important investment
partnerships and strategic investment opportunities
available in Kuwait. KIF 2018 boasts remarkable guest
speakers from the Kuwaiti pubic and privates sector, as
well as prominent international business executives. 

Speakers will include: His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah, Prime Minister of Kuwait, Sheikh
Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, First Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Defense, Sheikh Sabah Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Anas Al Saleh, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs, Dr Nayef Al-
Hajraf, Minister of Finance Kuwait, Hind Al-Sabeeh,
Minister of Social Affairs and Labor and Minister of
State for Economic Affairs, Khalid Nasser Al-Roudan,
Minister of Commerce and Industry, Minister Sheikh
Salman Al-Humoud Al-Sabah, Head of the General
Directorate of Civil Aviation, Dr Mohammad Yousef Al-
Hashel, Governor of the Central Bank of Kuwait and
Sheikh Dr Meshaal Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, Director
General for KDIPA.

Participating in the Forum, prominent private sector
leaders in Kuwait, including Ali Mohammed Thunayan
Al-Ghanim, Chairman of the Board of Directors of
KCCI, Isam Jassem Al-Saqer, Group Chief Executive
Officer of the National Bank of Kuwait Group, Hamad
Al-Marzouq, Chairman Kuwait Finance House, Manaf
Al-Hajeri, CEO of Kuwait Financial Center, Omar
Kutayba Alghanim, CEO of Alghanim Industries and
Chairman of Gulf Bank, and Tareq Sultan, Chief
Executive Officer and Vice Chairman of Agility.

The Forum will also be attended by several interna-
tional delegations, including a high-ranking Chinese
delegation from the China Council for the Promotion of
International Trade (CCPIT), as well as speeches and
participations by top executives of major international
companies, including Ebru Ozdemir, Chairwoman,
Limak Investments-Turkey, Timothy Keating,
Executive Vice President of Government Operations,
The Boeing Company-USA, and Jason Channell,
Managing Director and Global Head of Energy &

Cleantech, Citi Research - London, England.
The Forum agenda will address the important topics

of: Investing for the future Kuwait, trade facilitation: a
driver for development, investment opportunities -
lucrative options in dynamic sectors, financing for sus-
tainable development and an open dialogue on “Kuwait

Development Path: The Vision & the Determination”. 
There will also be a special session that will provide

an update on New Kuwait. This exclusive session is the
first public event since the vision’s launch in January
2017 and will shed light on the progress to date on
each of the program’s seven pillars. Dr. Nayef Al-

Hajraf, Minister of Finance Kuwait, and Hind Al-
Sabeeh, Minister of Social Affairs and Labor and
Minister of State for Economic Affairs and Khalid
Nasser Al-Roudan, Minister of Commerce and
Industry, Minister of State for Youth Affairs will be
speaking at this session.

Top govt officials, global business
leaders to participate in KIF 2018 

Forum to be held under the patronage of HH the Amir tomorrow

Hot US politics 
dictates market 
trajectory; rate 
hike on horizon
KUWAIT: Recent inflationary figures out of the US were not
too hot, neither too cold, but just enough to fortify the outlook
for three interest rate hikes this year by the Federal Reserve.
The inflation data from the US last week strengthened market
sentiment temporarily, with S&P 500 futures rising and bond
yields dipping. The inflation report was neutral enough that it
was swiftly dominated by political turbulence in Washington
when President Donald Trump fired Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson. US stock markets immediately reversed gains. The
absence of a major upward surprise in the inflation numbers
may assist equity and bond markets to find some calmness
after markets were shaken by January’s labor report which
showed wages rose much faster than anticipated. With infla-
tionary fears out of the way US political turmoil continues to
overshadow the goldilocks era in America, which the equity
market cherished.

Looking back at the dollar’s trajectory, the green back con-
tinued to maneuver in greater response to political issues than
economic fundamentals. The continuous shift in crucial employ-
ees at the White House is elevating concerns that the current
administration could pursue an even more aggressive and pro-
tectionist policy agenda moving forward. Donald Trump’s top
economic adviser Gary Cohn resigned following Trump’s pro-
nouncement to enforce tariffs on steel and aluminum imports, a
move Cohn and the treasury secretary have strongly opposed.
Moreover, Reuters reported that President Trump is pursuing
to impose tariffs of up to $60 billion on Chinese imports and
will target the technology and communication sectors. Politico
reported that US Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer
offered Trump a package of tariffs targeting $30 billion a year
on Chinese imports. However, the president insisted on a
greater number. It is not a surprise that investors are demand-
ing a greater risk premium for dollar investments.

As for the ECB’s president, who cited last week that the
present monetary strategy will remain cautiously loose despite
increased confidence on the future path of inflation, therefore
further upside price growth data is needed. The conclusion from
the remarks of Draghi and Chief Economist at the ECB was that
additional inflationary signs are desired before policy setters
press the brakes on the loose monetary approach. Policy rates
will need to persist at their present altitudes well past the end of
net asset purchases until then. Thus, the first interest rate rise is
not expected until around the middle of 2019.  

Since the start of the year, currencies around the globe haven’t
hesitated to take advantage of the Dollar’s weakness. Draghi
stressed on the issue by stating the Bank remained alarmed about
the strength of the euro that is not fully backed up by improving
economic fundamentals in the euro-zone but more by external
factors according to the ECB’s analysis. External factors such
heightened political instability in the US have been more impor-
tant drivers of the stronger euro at the start of this year, even as
fundamental economics favors a stronger green back.

Last week in the FX market, the Dollar index was on the back
foot after Secretary of State Rex Tillerson was removed from
office by President Trump. Moreover, the possibility of additional
import charges against China played a roll too. The downward
momentum in the index persisted until Thursday when the Dollar
was saved by the robust Empire State Manufacturing figure. The

USD index ended Friday’s session at 90.139, almost unchanged
over the week. The single currency was in a hawkish mode at the
start of the week as the US dollar was subdued. It was a light week
in terms of economic data for the euro-zone, hence the euro’s
direction was mainly correlated with US dollar movements. The
euro also managed to close the week were it started off, at 1.2287.

It was a different story for the Sterling pound. The pound was
one of the best performing currencies last week supported by
some renewed optimism over ongoing Brexit negotiations. UK
junior Brexit minister Robin Walker stated that “we recognize
how important it is to secure the deal on the implementation
period as soon as possible. I want to stress that we are very
close to a deal at this time”. On the EU side, an unnamed diplo-
mat was quoted saying “the UK was seriously prepared”, and
that “means let’s get on with it”. The GBP gained 0.62 percent
over the USD last week. Safe haven yen continues to be in
demand as investors are worried about global trade tensions and
high turnover rate at the White House. The yen encountered
some weakness on Tuesday pressured by political scandal sur-
rounding Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s government, however the
weakness was short lived. The Japanese yen has already appre-
ciated 6 percent versus the US dollar in 2018 and as geopolitical
risks continue to mount that opens further room for the yen to
increase. The USD depreciated by 0.94 percent versus the JPY
in last week’s session. In the commodities complex, the precious
metal was consolidating throughout last week as global trade
tensions were matched by expectations that the FED will hike
interest rates next week on March the 21st. Gold closed the week
at $1313.

US inflation
Both headline and core consumer price growth accelerated

by 0.2 percent on a monthly basis in February, in line with earli-
er projections. In annual terms, consumer inflation came in at 2.2
percent from 2.1 percent recorded in the previous reading, while
the core data remained stagnant at 1.8 percent. The inflation
data came after the latest jobs report, which showed wage
growth remained subdued. Combining both wage and consumer
inflation data together decreases the probability for US policy
makers to speed up the pace of monetary tightening. For the
core figure to pick up more significantly and raise the pace of
overall inflation, wages need to accelerate. The main theme was
that core inflation remained unchanged. The data will have little
impact on this month’s FOMC meeting, at which Fed Chairman
Jerome Powell is broadly expected to raise rates by 25 basis
points.

On the producer front, prices in the wholesale market pro-
gressed to an annual rate of 2.8 percent from 2.7 percent in
January as the PPI increased by 0.2 percent m/m. The robust
inflationary data however was in the core figure that excludes
food, energy and trade services grew 0.4 percent, matching
January’s gain. In the 12 months through February, core PPI
increased 2.7 percent, the biggest gain since August 2014.

Retail sales data 
Growth in US retail sales has been sluggish recently with

sales deteriorating for a third consecutive month, the sequential
occurrence of such negative data has not transpired in nearly
six years. One reason why overall retail sales have weakened
recently relates to reduction in auto sales. Auto sales surged to
a high of 18.5m annually last September, due to a wave of
replacement purchases for vehicles that were damaged by
Hurricanes Harvey and Irma. Since then, auto sales have
dropped back, slowing to 17.0m. The Commerce Department
concluded that retail sales slipped 0.1 percent last month, while
the core data rose by 0.1 percent. After persistent negative data
in retail sales, which accounts to a significant portion of US
GDP, the Atlanta Fed reduced its estimate for Q1 growth to a 1.9
percent annualized rate from an earlier estimate of 2.5 percent.

Europe & UK
February’s consumer inflation figure declined to an annual

rate of 1.1 percent from 1.3 percent seen in the previous
month. In the same month last year, the rate was 2 percent.
The fall back in the headline data is attributed to deflation in
unprocessed food prices and declining energy prices, data
from the European Union’s statistics office Eurostat showed.
The core figure remained unchanged at 1 percent. On the
wages front, annual hourly labor costs growth slowed from 1.6
percent in Q3 to 1.5 percent in Q4. Overall, the central banks
goal of a widespread rise in underlying inflation is no wear to
be seen and although the Bank may end its bond buying pro-
gram at the end of 2018, increasing interest rates in early 2019
seems less likely.

Inflation expectations
As anticipated, the Swiss National Bank sustained its poli-

cy rates (sight deposit rate at -0.75 percent and 3-month
Libor target range at -1.25 percent/-0.25 percent) that were
implemented in early 2015. The slight surprise was that the
SNB revised down its inflation estimates by 0.1 percent for
2018 and 0.2 percent for 2019, while maintaining its growth
forecast of 2 percent for the current year. The modification of
inflation projections is due to the appreciation of the CHF. As a
result, the central bank described the franc as highly over val-
ued and stressed once again the significance of negative rates
and FX interventions to curb the currency’s strength. They
expect inflation to reach 2 percent in late 2020, thus policy
rates may not tighten before 2019. 

BoJ’s meeting minuets
Meeting minutes from the Bank of Japan revealed most

monetary policy makers on the board share the view that the
current strategy should persist due to the lack of inflationary
pressures. The Governor articulated the Bank could engineer
a smooth withdrawal from its easy monetary policy. However,
it is too early to debate specifics with price growth still dis-
tant from its target. Inflation is barely above 1 percent, so the
BoJ is in no urgency to scale back stimulus even as the costs
of prolonged easing mount. In regards to Japan’s public debt,
the current monetary strategy has greatly enhanced the
country’s debt making it more challenging to maintain the
current policy rate. Sluggish wage upturns have become the
main drag on BoJ’s efforts to raise inflation even as the gov-
ernment forced corporations to elevate employee salaries.

Robust data out of China
Industrial production and fixed asset investment incurred

a robust start for the current year, with advancements for
both measures coming in above estimates. In the first two
months of the year, industrial output accelerated to a six
months high of 7.2 percent annually, up from 6.3 percent in
2017. The positive shift is attributed to strong production in
machinery, equipment and electronics. High-tech merchandis-
es saw robust annualized growth of 25.1 percent with a 178
percent increase in volumes. Looking at fixed asset invest-
ment, the figure grew 7.9 percent year on year from 7.2 per-
cent. Higher investment also coincides with the improving
expectations component of the PMI survey, with greater
future demand is expected and therefore more investment
plans to go ahead. Economic forecasters had projected a
slight decline due to a crackdown on heavily polluting indus-
tries. But the data showed otherwise as steel production rose
to its highest in months.

Kuwait
Kuwaiti dinar at 0.29990
The USDKWD opened at  0 .29990 yesterday

morning.

Burgan Bank
announces winners of
Yawmi account draw

KUWAIT: Burgan Bank, the second largest in terms of
assets, announced yesterday the names of the daily draw
winners of its Yawmi account draw, each taking home a
cash-prize of KD 5,000.

The lucky winners are: 
1. Ali Hussain Akbar Mohammad, 2. Mohammad Hussain

Khudair Aljazzaf, 3. Saleh Ali Hussain Alkhamees, 4. Faisal
Faleh Ayed Alsubaiei, 5. Abdullah Shah Noor Jahan Shah.

In addition to the daily draw, Burgan Bank also offers a
Quarterly Draw with more chances to win higher rewards,
offering the chance to one lucky customer to win KD
125,000 every three months. The Yawmi Account offers dai-
ly and quarterly draws, wherein the quarterly draw requires
customers to maintain a minimum amount of KD 500 in
their account for two months prior to the draw date.
Additionally, every KD 10 in the account will entitle cus-
tomers to one chance of winning.  If the account balance is
KD 500 and above, the account holder will be qualified for
both the quarterly and daily draws.  

Burgan Bank encourages everyone to open a Yawmi
account and/or increase their deposit to maximize their
chances of becoming a winner. The higher the level of the
deposit, the higher the likelihood to win.  Established in 1977,
Burgan Bank is the youngest commercial Bank and second
largest by assets in Kuwait, with a significant focus on the
corporate and financial institutions sectors, as well as having
a growing retail, and private bank customer base. Burgan
Bank has majority owned subsidiaries in the MENAT region
supported by one of the largest regional branch networks.
The Bank has continuously improved its performance over
the years through an expanded revenue structure, diversified
funding sources, and a strong capital base. The adoption of
state-of-the-art services and technology has positioned it as
a trendsetter in the domestic market and within the MENA
region. Burgan Bank’s brand has been created on a founda-
tion of real values - of trust, commitment, excellence and
progression, to remind us of the high standards to which we
aspire. ‘People come first’ is the foundation on which its
products and services are developed.
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SAN FRANCISCO: Outsized returns delivered by
Amazon.com, Netflix and other heavyweight technology
stocks have made them heroes on Wall Street, but some
strategists warn that investors’ reliance on them exacer-
bates the risk of a steep downturn.

Amazon’s 35 percent surge in 2018 has pushed its
market capitalization up to $770 billion, equivalent to 3
percent of the S&P 500 and close behind Apple’s nearly
4 percent share of the index.

Apple, Facebook, Amazon, Netflix and Google-parent
Alphabet have grown their collective market value by
more than 40 percent in the past year to $3 trillion, and
they now account for a quarter of the Nasdaq Composite
Index. Technology stocks have been widely viewed in
recent months as a “crowded trade,” a situation where
most investors have the same opinion, increasing the
potential for a volatile selloff if sentiment changes.

“It’s a big momentum trade, investors don’t care if
they’re paying 15 or 20 or even 50 times earnings,” said
Mike O’Rourke, Chief Market Strategist at JonesTrading.
“The problem is, once those names start giving up those
gains, then the market starts to have problems.”

Investors have been attracted to those stocks for
good reason: Amazon’s revenue ballooned 31 percent to
$178 billion last year, while Netflix is expected by ana-
lysts on average to more than double its net income to
$1.2 billion in 2018.

An expected interest rate hike by the US Federal
Reserve on Wednesday may not have a strong effect on
technology companies, which generally rely less than
other kinds of companies on debt.

The S&P 500 information technology index dipped
by an average of 0.3 percent in the five-session period
following the Fed’s four most recent rate hikes, in line
with S&P 500, according to Thomson Reuters data.
Investors nervous about how much longer a nine-year
bull market can last have favored big tech names as
among the most reliable on the stock market because
their business models are often viewed as disruptive and
less susceptible to economic downturns, at least over the
long run.

The popularity of Amazon, which is pushing beyond
online retail and cloud computing into supermarkets and
even healthcare, has left it trading at 167 times expected

earnings, up from around 100 a year ago, according to
Thomson Reuters Datastream. By comparison, the S&P
500 is trading at about 17 times expected earnings.

“If you ask anyone right now, if it’s a business owner
they’ll say they’re afraid of Amazon. If they’re an investor,
they’ll tell you Amazon is going up forever,” said Andrew
Bodner, president of Double Diamond Investment Group
in Parsippany, New Jersey.

“Overall, it creates more volatility for the market
because everyone owns Amazon, and if Amazon goes
down you’ll see that reflected,” Bodner said. Investors’
increased reliance on passively managed index funds
has also contributed to the rally in technology shares
because the companies’ inclusion in the S&P 500 and
other indexes means money will be poured into them
even if they have expensive earnings multiples,
O’Rourke said.

Momentum for some major technology stocks is
already showing signs of moderation. Facebook has fall-
en 5 percent after hitting a record high at the start of
February, with some investors worried that people are
spending less time on the social media platform.

Posing a potential threat to the rally, the S&P 500
technology index is trading at a relatively expensive 18.8
times expected earnings, 12 percent above its 15-year
average, according to Thomson Reuters Datastream.
While S&P 500 information technology earnings per
share are expected to grow by a healthy 17.5 percent
this year, that’s less than last year’s 20.8 percent surge
and lower than the 19.5 percent earnings expansion
expected for the entire S&P 500, according to Thomson
Reuters I/B/E/S. Technology companies may be benefit-
ing more modestly than others from corporate tax cuts
enacted this year, according to CFRA investment strate-
gist Lindsey Bell.

Even as the S&P 500 wavered over worries that
President Donald Trump might spark a trade war, the
Nasdaq on Monday closed at a record high, more than
bouncing back from a deep selloff across Wall Street
only a month ago. “People are going with what works,
and if tech was working before the shakeout in February,
then they’re going to stay in it,” said Joe Saluzzi, co-
manager of trading at Themis Trading in Chatham, New
Jersey. — Reuters 

Wall St tech love affair might end in tears
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KUWAIT: Mezzan Holding KSC, one of the largest man-
ufacturers and distributors of food, beverage, FMCG and
pharmaceutical products in the Gulf, yesterday
announced the company’s financial results for the year
2017. The company maintained its revenue performance
despite a challenging economic environment, a testament
to its defensive product offering and strong fundamen-
tals. The year presented numerous unanticipated one-off
external factors that challenged profitability but also
helped identify areas for further improvement.

Despite those challenges, and on the back of a strong
balance sheet and enhanced working capital position,
Mezzan invested in value-add projects  including capaci-
ty enhancements, value chain improvements, warehouse
infrastructure, as well as branding all aimed at driving
future growth and enhance  efficiencies.

FY 2017 Financial Highlights
Revenue: KD204.5 million, down 1.4% 
EBITDA: KD20.9 million, down 15.5% 
Underlying Net Profit: KD12.9 million, down 26.6% 
Reported net profit attributable to equity holders 
of the parent company: KD12.9 million, down 24.7% 

Mezzan Holding Executive Vice Chairman Mohammad
Jassim Al-Wazzan said: “2017 proved to be a challenging
year; where Mezzan was faced with a number of one-off
unanticipated challenges. However, we maintain our focus
on strengthening our regional presence with leading
positions in each of the our categories. The year 2017
witnessed the highest capital expenditure year on record,
and we expect these investments to grow our profitabili-
ty in 2018 and beyond.”

Garett Walsh, CEO of Mezzan Holding added
“Disruptions to our supply chain in Qatar and temporary
halt of operations in Afghanistan ultimately dragged on
our profitability in 2017. We have taken the necessary
steps to recover from these external factors. We are con-
fident of our future, as our core business continues to
prove its resilience, with our  Food Manufacturing and
Distribution division showing modest topline growth
despite the headwinds. Our capital spending added pro-
duction capacities in our core sectors, and others, will
enhance efficiencies going forward.”

FY 2017 Financial Performance Review
Food Business Line: The Food Business Line account-

ed for 75.4 percent of Group Revenue. The Business Line
comprises the following three divisions:  Manufacturing
and Distribution (generating 53.9 percent of Group

Revenue), Catering (generating 14.4 percent of Group
Revenue) and Services (generating 7.0 percent of Group
Revenue). Total Revenue for the Food Business Line
reached KD154.2 million, a slight decrease of 0.7 percent
compared with the same period in 2016.

Manufacturing and Distribution: Revenue increased
1.0 percent.

Catering: FY Revenue increased by 10.2 percent.
Services: FY Revenue declined by 25.7 percent.
Non-Food Business Line: The Non-Food Business

Line accounted for 24.6 percent of Group Revenue. The
Business Lines comprises FMCG and Pharmaceuticals
business division (generating 21.8 percent of Group

Revenue) and Industrials (generating 2.8 percent).
Revenue reached KD50.3 million, a decrease of 3.3 per-
cent compared with the same period in 2016.

FMCG and Pharmaceuticals: FY Revenue decreased
by 3.7 percent.

Industrials: FY Industrials revenues decreased by 0.4
percent.

Regional Business Highlights
In Kuwait: FY Revenue grew by 1.8 percent due to

steady performance as the local retail market returns to
buoyancy.

In UAE: FY Revenue decreased by 12.7 percent due to
lower exports to Qatar and the impact of excise tax
introduced in October 2017.

In Qatar: FY Revenue grew by 3.2 percent driven by
resolving supply chain issues putting sales and profitabil-
ity back on track.

In KSA: FY Revenue grew by 243.5 percent as
Mezzan continues to focus on gaining a foothold in the
region’s largest consumer market.

In Jordan : FY Revenue decreased by 44.8 percent
due to challenges to tenders driven business.

In Afghanistan : FY Revenue decreased by 16.1 per-
cent as operations were suspended for three months. The
situation was resolved in August

In Iraq : FY  Revenue grew by 34.3 percent.

Mezzan Holding announces FY 2017 
financial results; revenue KD 204.5m 

Board recommends a cash dividend of 22 fils per share with a total payout of KD 6.8m

Financial year
net profit 

KD 12.9 million

TEC holds 
special event 
for employees 
to discuss
future plans 
KUWAIT: The Touristic Enterprises
Company (TEC) recently organized a
special event for its employees to discuss
the efforts currently underway to develop
the Company’s new strategy and future
vision. The employee engagement forum
was held at Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad
Cultural Centre, and was attended by
members of TEC’s Board of Directors, its
senior management and employees from
across the organization. 

At the event, TEC’s CEO, Abdulwahab
Ahmed Al-Marzouq, discussed the devel-
opment of the Company’s new strategic
direction and its plan for the next few
years. He also laid out TEC’s new vision
and corporate values, which are currently
being developed under the umbrella of the
Company’s strategy development exercise.

“We have been working with our global
partners and consultants to put in place a
comprehensive development strategy
focused on rejuvenating and upgrading the
tourism and entertainments sectors in
Kuwait,” said Al-Marzouq. “Our plans are
robust and ambitious, and given their mag-

nitude, it was very important for us to get
our employees involved from the very
beginning in our strategy development
process. After all, they are the most inte-
gral component in realizing our plans and
translating our strategy into tangible
results.”

In line with the overall theme of strate-
gic planning and development, the event
also featured special guest speaker Dr.
Robert S. Kaplan, the renowned business
academic, best-selling author and Harvard
Business School professor. Dr. Kaplan,
presented a talk to the TEC employees in
attendance about strategies in the business
world, entitled: “Transformation: From
Strategy to Results”, where he addressed
the importance of strategy development in
the realm of business.

Malabar Group’s 
Mall of Travancore 
to go on stream:
Kerala CM to open
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: ‘Mall of
Travancore,’ the largest shopping mall of the
capital city, is all set to open its doors to the
people of Trivandrum, adding colors to their life.
This state-of-the-art mall is designed to give a
world-class shopping experience and is posi-
tioned as a preferred shopping destination.  On
March 23rd, at 3 pm, Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan will dedicate the Mall of Travancore to
the public.

The genesis of setting up a mall under
Malabar Group was born in the year 2005.  For
this, Malabar Group representatives had visited
over 1,000 malls in India and abroad to learn
and get a hand-on experience about the func-
tioning of malls.  With this regards, a detailed
marketing study was conducted in Kerala. Based
on these studies, it was decided to set up a Mall
in Trivandrum District. In 2006, Malabar Group
had started the process of acquiring seven acres
of land in Enjakkal near Thiruvananthapuram
International Airport. The land acquisition was
completed by buying plots measuring from four
cents to 2 acres from 27 different landlords. The
management had decided to go green and to
have a complete eco-friendly and nature friend-
ly construction.  The height of the mall was lim-
ited to three floors since the property is adja-
cent to Thiruvananthapuram International
Airport.  On November 27, 2014 the then Chief
Minister Oommen Chandy laid the foundation
stone of the mall.

It was after studying the peculiarities of
Thiruvananthapuram, the management had
decided to set the mall  there.
Thiruvananthapuram not only enjoys the spe-
cialty of being the capital city of the state and
the headquarters of the government, but is
known for its century old cultural heritage, and
economic prosperity.  It has also shown the
way for development to other parts of the
state.  Being the capital city, it is home for
numerous Central and State PSUs and estab-
lishments including ISRO, private firms, and
several techno parks.  The total population of
the city is 12 lakhs.  Every day, around four
lakh people commute to and from the city for
various purposes.   The city population consist
of highly educated, secular, cultured, and eco-
nomically well-to-do people.  In tourism, the
district has a leading position. A lot of foreign
tourists visit the internationally renowned
Kovalam beach every year.

74 aircraft operate everyday from the mod-
ern International airport of
Thiruvananthapuram. Around 8,000 people
transit through the airport daily. Around 70

trains originate or pass through the
Thiruvananthapuram railway station every day
and almost one lakh people depend on it.
Around one lakh people commute everyday
through the bus station operating more than
1,000 buses daily. This shows the dynamic
nature of the place. Trade is also very vibrant
here. Business worth around Rs 40 crore is
transacted here every day.  Purchasing power of
the people is also high here. These are the posi-
tive factors that insisted Malabar Group to set
up the mall here. Compared to other districts,
Thiruvananthapuram did not have a convenient
umbrella shopping center. Mall of Travancore
will solve this problem. 

Spread over 6.5 lakh sq ft in three floors,
there are large collection of world class branded
items to offer. Along with shopping, there are
facilities for entertainment within the Mall, both
for kids and grownups. A hypermarket offering
products that fit the requirements of all kinds of
people who can select products as per their
choice, a vast jewelry showroom to satisfy orna-
ment lovers, electronics and home appliances
showroom, lifestyle products, gaming zone, food
plaza, seven multiplex theaters from carnival
group and other entertainment facilities makes

the mall a true shopping destination.  Around
300 brands including international brands like
Adidas, Allen Solly, Apple, Arrow, Baskin
Robbins, Bata, Delsey, Jockey, KFC, Life Style,
Malabar Gold & Diamonds, Pantaloons, Park
Avenue, Louis Philippe, Titan, Van Heusen, VIP
and Woodland will be available in more than
160 showrooms within the mall. Besides, the
mall will also have showrooms of prominent
retailers like Eham Digital, and Kalyan Silks. 

Parking facility for around 1,000 cars and
1,200 two-wheelers at the same time is also
available. Mall of Travancore is the result of
meticulous planning and efforts of thousands of
people including the management team.   

There are huge employment opportunity
offered in Mall of Travancore.  Currently, the
mall will give direct employment for 2,000 peo-
ple and indirect employment for 1,000 people. 

Besides people from Kerala, people hailing
from the nearby districts of Tamil Nadu such as
Tirunelveli, Nagercoil, and Kanyakumari can
easily reach and shop from Mall of Travancore.
Malabar Developers, the real estate wing of
Malabar Group of Companies is behind the
world class structure and has completed its
work in the given time.

X-cite offers 10 
trips to Russia to 
watch games with 
new promotion!
KUWAIT: Football fans are up for the most cov-
eted prizes with X-cite by Alghanim Electronics,
Kuwait’s largest electronic retailer, launching
their new promotion where customers can get a
chance to win one of the 10 trips to Russia and
watch the football games which will be held
from June 14 to July 15. 

X-cite offers the opportunity to enter the
draw for a chance to win with every KD 50
spent on thousands of electronics ranging from
TV’s, smartphones, laptops, projectors, home
theaters, house appliances and the latest gadg-
ets from the largest selection of products and

brands available in stores in Kuwait.
In addition to X-cite’s big promotion, a spe-

cial offer is also available for university students.
X-cite provides a unique purchasing experience
where university students are capable of pur-
chasing on credit with their monthly student
allowance. Instead of receiving 1 chance to win,
students can double their luck with two chances
for every KD 50 spent.

Each prize package consists of round trip
flights tickets between Kuwait and Russia, hotel
accommodation, and tickets to attend a football
game, all for two guests. The promotion to enter
the draw runs from March 15 to April 14 and the
names of the ten winners will be announced on
April 18, 2018.  

Through its customer-centric concept, X-
cite offers customers competitive quality and
prices to serve every segment of its customer-
base, providing them with the highest level of
service, engaging with them, and earning their
trust through supporting services and offerings.
X-cite also enables customers to shop from the

comfort of their homes through its free mobile
app and shopping website at www.xcite.com.  

X-cite has established itself as a leading
brand in providing the latest products to cus-
tomers as it continues to build strong relations
with international brands in the electronics sec-
tor. Continuously seeking to satisfy the needs of
its customers, X-cite provides them with diverse
services that enable customers to experience
products and interact with them, whether in
their showrooms or through the website,
designed to make online shopping a fast and
easy experience. 

With 20 showrooms located across Kuwait,
X-cite offers customers an unraveled shopping
experience thanks to its wide range of products
available at the best prices. X-cite also offers
premium maintenance and purchase services at
most of its major showrooms throughout Kuwait
and other services such as payment with install-
ments,  free delivery, installation and additional
warranty.

CBK announces 
winners of 
Al-Najma 
account draw
KUWAIT: Commercial Bank of Kuwait
held the daily draw on “Al-Najma
Account” yesterday at the Bank’s head
office to select five winners to win a
cash prize of KD 7,000 for each. The
draw was held in the presence of
Abdulaziz Ashkanani, representative of
the Ministry of Commerce & Industry.
The following names were announced
as winners of the prizes:
1. Abeer Dekheel Al-Rasheedi
2. Abdulkhaleq Al-Noubi Farahat

Othman
3. Najah Hammoud Al-Nayef
4. Abu Al-Fadhl Hussain Mohammad

Ballash 
5. Fatema MohammedAli Attallah

Mobarak
Al-Najma Account allows its cus-

tomers to win a daily prize of KD 7,000
which is the highest daily prize in
Kuwait. In addition, the Account  offers
quarterly draws that provide customers
with opportunity to get their dreams
turned to reality by winning great

prizes starting from KD 100,000 for
the first quarter escalating thereafter by
KD 50,000 for each quarter to reach
KD 250,000 in the last quarter.
Customers can enjoy additional benefits
including obtaining ATM card and a
credit card against the customer’s
account along with enjoying all other
banking services.

The bank congratulates al l  the
lucky winners and draws their atten-
tion that the cash prizes will be credit-
ed into their accounts with the Bank.
Further, the bank appreciates the
Ministry of Commerce & Industry’s
significant role and its continuous
cooperation and effective supervision
on the draw that was smoothly and
transparently organized. 
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Retail sector boost with Al Babtain’s
largest LG brand shop in the Gulf

Reflects Al Babtain’s strong market leadership and LG’s growing brand loyalty in the region
KUWAIT: According to industry reports,
Kuwait’s retail industry has grown dramati-
cally over the past 10 years, driven by rapid
urbanization, expatriate workforce influx,
and a rising population of the young and
affluent. To meet the needs of this vibrant
market, which are set to continue underpin-
ning further growth and diversification over
the coming years, Al Babtain Electronics
has opened the largest LG showroom in the
Gulf in Kuwait.

Located in Rozana Mall at the junction
of 4th Ring Road and Airport Road, Al Rai,
Kuwait City, the new LG brand shop marks
the success of LG’s brand in Kuwait and its
increasing brand loyalty and growth in the
region. The new 436sqm store is the first of
its kind in Kuwait, following similar suc-
cessful store openings in the region. As a
flagship store, the brand shop will showcase
the entire range of LG consumer products,
including its, home entertainment systems,
home appliances, residential air solutions,
IT and mobile products.

Commenting on the strides made by
the two companies Mr Abdulrahman

Babtain, Vice President and member of the
Board of Directors, Abdul Aziz S, Al
Babtain & Sons Group of companies said,
“We are delighted to be a part of LG’s
journey in Kuwait and their continued
growth in the Middle East.  The new flag-
ship LG store demonstrates our commit-
ment to offer quality and value to our cus-
tomers through global ly recognized
brands. LG’s latest technologically innova-
tive products are a cut above the rest and
we are glad we can make it available to
the consumers in Kuwait”. 

The new LG brand shop is a state-of-
the-art two-story shopping experience. The
store follows LG’s minimalistic design ethos,
allowing for clean, uncluttered, immersive
engagement with LG’s complete range of
consumer products. Customers of the new
brand shop will be able to experience LG’s
award-winning smart home solutions, inno-
vative OLED TVs, and LG’s premium col-
lection of LG SIGNATURE products in a
comfortable and premium ambience.

“We are very excited to witness this
momentous occasion that marks our suc-

cess, not just in Kuwait, but the whole
region, and to unveil our latest exclusive
standalone brand shop. This is a testament
to our tremendous growth in the region and
our way of acknowledging the immense

brand loyalty of our valued consumers. Our
continued success in the region would not
be possible without strong support and
dedication from our distributor-Al Babtain
Electronics, said Yong Geun Choi,

President, LG Electronics Gulf. Established
in 1999, Al Babtain grew to become a retail-
er, distributor and commercial solutions
provider for world leading consumer elec-
tronics brands with the objective of main-
taining consistency in the delivery of the
highest quality of products and services
making Al Babtain a well-known distributor
in Kuwait.

“Enhancing customer touch points has
always been a priority, and our latest offer-
ing in Kuwait reiterates our commitment to
the vibrant Kuwaiti market. Flagship brand
stores provide an ideal platform to show-
case LG’s technological expertise with
products that are designed and created
with a customer-first approach under a
common platform. We would like to thank
Al Babtain Electronics for their continued
support, which has been key to our success
in Kuwait,” said Kevin Cha, President, LG
Electronics, Middle East & Africa. For more
information and to experience the whole
range of LG’s award-winning consumer
products in Kuwait, please visit the new LG
brand shop in Rozana Mall.

World’s biggest 
battery in Australia 
to trump Musk’s
SYDNEY: British billionaire businessman Sanjeev Gupta
will built the world’s biggest battery in South Australia,
officials said Friday, overtaking US star entrepreneur Elon
Musk’s project in the same state last year. The
120MW/140MWh battery storage facility will support a
new solar farm at the Whyalla Steelworks, which was taken
over by Gupta’s GFG Alliance when it bought Australia’s
cash-strapped steelmaking giant Arrium last year.

The push towards more renewable energy projects in
South Australia followed an “unprecedented” storm that
hit in 2016, causing a state-wide blackout. “Today’s
announcement is another example of how South Australia
... is leading the world in renewable energy,” state Premier
Jay Weatherill said in a statement. “As well as being the
most powerful battery in the world, SIMEC ZEN Energy’s
storage facility will help underpin the long-term viability
of the Whyalla steelworks, as well as provide additional
benefits to the South Australian grid.”

The announcement came a day before the Labor state
government goes to the polls in a tight election race that
has seen energy policy at the heart of the final days of
campaigning. The state’s main opposition party, the
Liberals, has sought to distinguish its energy policy from
Labor by supporting the development of an additional
connection to the power grid instead.

The new battery storage project-at Port Augusta some
300 kilometers north of Adelaide-will be supported by a
Aus$10 million (US$7.8 million) grant from Weatherill’s
government. Musk, the maverick billionaire and founder of
Tesla, had pledged on Twitter last year to built a battery
farm with a self-imposed deadline of having it ready in
100 days. The 100 MW/129 MWh battery, located in the
rural town of Jamestown north of Adelaide, was switched
on in late 2017 and connected to a wind farm operated by
French energy firm Neoen.

It is meant to help tackle power shortages, reduce
intermittencies and address demands in summer, when
most of the country experiences its highest energy
usage. Musk is also working with the state government
on a landmark plan to give 50,000 homes solar panels
and Tesla batteries. The network of solar panels linked to
rechargeable batteries will be financed by the sale of
excess electricity generated by the network, Weatherill
said last month. — AFP 

Facebook critics 
want investigation 
after data misuse
SAN FRANCISCO: Facebook Inc faced new calls for
regulation from within US Congress and was hit with
questions about personal data safeguards on
Saturday after reports a political consultant gained
inappropriate access to 50 million users’ data start-
ing in 2014. Facebook disclosed the issue in a blog
post on Friday, hours before media reports that con-
servative-leaning Cambridge Analytica, a data com-
pany known for its work on Donald Trump’s 2016
presidential campaign, was given access to the data
and may not have deleted it. 

The scrutiny presented a new threat to Facebook’s
reputation, which was already under attack over
Russians’ alleged use of Facebook tools to sway
American voters before and after the 2016 US elec-
tions.  “It’s clear these platforms can’t police them-
selves,” Democratic US Senator Amy Klobuchar
tweeted.  “They say ‘trust us.’ Mark Zuckerberg needs
to testify before Senate Judiciary,” she added, refer-
ring to Facebook’s CEO and a committee she sits on. 

Root of the problem 
Facebook said the root of the problem was that

researchers and Cambridge Analytica lied to it and
abused its policies, but critics on Saturday threw
blame at Facebook as well, demanding answers on
behalf of users and calling for new regulation.
Facebook insisted the data was misused but not
stolen, because users gave permission, sparking a
debate about what constitutes a hack that must be
disclosed to customers.

“The lid is being opened on the black box of
Facebook’s data practices, and the picture is not pret-
ty,” said Frank Pasquale, a University of Maryland law
professor who has written about Silicon Valley’s use of
data.  Pasquale said Facebook’s response that data
had not technically been stolen seemed to obfuscate
the central issue that data was apparently used in a
way contrary to the expectations of users. “It amazes
me that they are trying to make this about nomencla-
ture. I guess that’s all they have left,” he said. 

Democratic US Senator Mark Warner said the
episode bolstered the need for new regulations about
internet advertising, describing the industry as the
“Wild West.” “Whether it’s allowing Russians to pur-
chase political ads, or extensive micro-targeting

based on ill-gotten user data, it’s clear that, left unreg-
ulated, this market will continue to be prone to decep-
tion and lacking in transparency,” he said. 

With Republicans controlling the Senate’s majority,
though, it was not clear if Klobuchar and Warner
would prevail.  The New York Times and London’s
Observer reported on Saturday that private informa-
tion from more than 50 million Facebook users
improperly ended up in the hands of Cambridge
Analytica, and the information has not been deleted
despite Facebook’s demands beginning in 2015. 

Exploring legal action
Some 270,000 people allowed use of their data by

a researcher, who scraped the data of all their friends
as well, a move allowed by Facebook until 2015. The
researcher sold the data to Cambridge, which was
against Facebook rules, the newspapers said.
Cambridge Analytica worked on Trump’s 2016 cam-
paign. A Trump campaign official said, though, that it
used Republican data sources, not Cambridge
Analytica, for its voter information. 

Facebook, in a series of written statements begin-
ning late on Friday, said its policies had been broken
by Cambridge Analytica and researchers and that it
was exploring legal action. Cambridge Analytica in
turn said it had deleted all the data and that the com-
pany supplying it had been responsible for obtaining
it. Andrew Bosworth, a Facebook vice president, hint-
ed the company could make more changes to demon-
strate it values privacy. “We must do better and will,”
he wrote on Twitter, adding that “our business
depends on it at every level.”

Facebook said it asked for the data to be deleted in
2015 and then relied on written certifications by those
involved that they had complied. Nuala O’Connor,
president of the Center for Democracy & Technology,
an advocacy group in Washington, DC, said Facebook
was relying on the good will of decent people rather
than preparing for intentional misuse. 

Moreover, she found it puzzling that Facebook
knew about the abuse in 2015 but did not disclose it
until Friday. “That’s a long time,” she said. Britain’s
data protection authority and the Massachusetts
attorney general on Saturday said they were launch-
ing investigations into the use of Facebook data. “It is
important that the public are fully aware of how infor-
mation is used and shared in modern political cam-
paigns and the potential impact on their privacy,” UK
Information Commissioner Elizabeth Denham said in a
statement. Massachusetts Attorney General Maura
Healey’s office said she wants to understand how the
data was used, what policies if any were violated and
what the legal implications are.  — Reuters 

China to see 
driverless cars 
in 3-5 years: Baidu
BEIJING: Self-driving cars will hit the roads in China
“within three to five years”, the founder of Chinese inter-
net giant Baidu, one of the world’s leading designers of
driverless cars, said. That is a lot sooner than predicted by
China’s information technology minister, who last week
said it would only be reality in 8-10 years, citing con-
straints related to security. “I’m more optimistic than him, I
think it will come sooner,” Baidu CEO Robin Li said in
Beijing on the sidelines of a consultative political assembly
of which he is a member.

Baidu, often referred to as China’s Google, operates the
country’s leading search engine and also invests heavily in

services ranging from online payments to connected
devices and artificial intelligence. Like Google, the Chinese
company is spending on research and development to put
a driverless car on the road.

In 2019, in cooperation with local manufacturers,
the Beijing-based company plans to launch a car fea-
turing “a high degree of autonomy,” Li told reporters.
“Highly automated driving means ... for example, on a
Beijing to Shanghai trip, as long as you stay on the
highway, you will not have to worry about anything-
you can eat hotpot or sing inside while you’re waiting
to arrive,” he said.

The driver would still, however, need to take the wheel
again as soon as the car moved away from major high-
ways. “But in the next three to five years, I believe totally
autonomous cars will make their appearance on the
roads,” he said. In September the company established a
$1.5 billion fund dedicated to developing driverless cars.
It also manages an open platform where it shares its tech-
nologies with designers and builders. — AFP 

AUSTIN,Texas: Elon Musk, Ashton Kutcher and St. Vincent attend the Sound Ventures
“The Party” at Hotel Van Zandt. — AFP 

VERTOU: This file photo taken on December 28, 2016, shows logos of US online social
media and social networking service Facebook. — AFP 
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KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait (NBK)
sponsored the Flare sports festival for the
second consecutive year. The festival was
organized by Flare Fitness at Gulf University
for Science and Technology (GUST) and
was attended by a large number of young
participants. The sponsorship comes in line
with NBK’s commitment to support youths’
health. This sponsorship aims to spread
physical awareness and attract youth to par-
ticipate in sporting events.

NBK Public Relations Executive Manager,
Abdul Mohsen Al Rushaid, said:”NBK’s
sponsorship to this sports event comes in
line with the bank’s customary and ongoing
spirit of corporate citizenship as well as the
vital role it plays in supporting youth and
their health. NBK always strives to empower
youth to realize their potentials, providing
different supportive opportunities”.

“The competition participants were for
public and University students. NBK’s booth
witnessed various sports challenges and dis-
tributed rewards to the winners and partici-
pants”, added Al Rushaid. “The purpose of
this event is to increase fitness awareness for
all Kuwait citizens. This event shed light on
the potential of youth in regards to fitness
and sport awareness”.

The Flare sports festival included sports
challenges that attracted more than 800
participants from professional sports play-
ers. The competitions in this festival com-
prised a range of physical challenges that
depend on the strength, flexibility and
endurance. All of which contribute to raise
the spirit of positive competition among
student circles. NBK has always considered
supporting youth an essential part of its
social and philanthropic outreach which
comes in line with the bank`s commitment
to encourage a merit-based  system in
health, education and environment that pro-
motes the best and the brightest the coun-
try has to offer.

NBK sponsors Flare Sports Festival 
for the second consecutive year

Al Rushaid: Sponsorship comes in line with its support towards youth and health
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Spend precious
moments with 
mom at Symphony
Style Hotel 

Mother’s Day is nearing, and
Symphony Style Hotel Kuwait is as
prepared as ever. For each family

wondering where to treat their special lady,
let it be known that every mum gets a com-
plimentary meal. If your mum is a culinary
enthusiast, then Symphony Style Hotel’s
cuisines are just the place for her. Treat your
lovely lady to some of the loveliest dine
experiences by a captivating view of the sea
in Cucina. The contemporary outline of the
restaurant is one that goes very much in line
with the staff that will welcome your mum in
celebration of the special lady’s special day. 

If your mum is a lady seeking further
diversity, then a reservation in Luna will sure
be a sheer expression of love. Beyond a
breath-taking view of the gulf, and an immer-
sive atmosphere, every mother will find
delight in a diverse menu of Tuscan cuisine
inspired seafood, meats and salad served by
expert chefs. Furthermore, your lovely lady
sure will be captivated by the alluring ambi-
ence of meticulously crafted drinks, served to
add onto a day to remember. 

An exuberant meal is not all you can treat
your mum to in her special day, especially if
she’s a chocolate lover. In ultra-chic
Chococafe, every mum will find delight in

the warm touches of chocolate to the taste
buds, that will prove to be nothing less than
impeccable.  Mother’s Day is not a day to be
missed, and Symphony Style Hotel Kuwait
eagerly awaits every mother to treat her in
celebration.

On the first evening of the first Arab
Youth Festival organized by LOAYC’s
Academy for Performance Arts (LAPA), the
young magician, Abdul Wahab Al-Failkawi
and LAPA’s dancing teams presented a bril-
liant performance at Al-Shaheed Park. The
event was organized jointly with NBK,
Ghenwa and EVENTAT. The performance
included several shows and tricks presented
by Al-Failkawi including The Smoke, Escape,
Snow, Origami, Appearance and The Lift,
which were all highly appreciated by the
audience.

As the eagerly awaited spring sea-
son approaches, Marina Hotel
Kuwait launches its poolside

Barbeque. The hotel’s visitors can enjoy
a relaxing evening with live Oriental
music and breath-taking views of the
Arabian Gulf. On the occasion,
Hammoud said: “We make sure to
organize the BBQ nights at this time of
the year so that people can spend a
special time with their families and
friends and enjoy the beautiful weather.” 

The BBQ station offers a range of
mouth-watering dishes that is special-
ly prepared for our guests to enjoy
the grilled shrimps and seasoned vari-

eties of succu-
lent meats,
chicken and a
delicious salad
bar with the
assorted breads
in addition to
some delectable
desserts. The
Marina poolside
BBQ takes
place every
Wednesday evening, and has a capac-
ity to accommodate up to 150 guests
at a time and has a special area for
groups and gatherings.

LuLu Hypermarket, the leading regional retailer, held a prize distribu-
tion ceremony on 17 March at its Al Rai outlet to felicitate the lucky
winners of the ‘LuLu Win to Drive’ promotion, which was held as part

of the Hala February celebrations. The winners of the promotion were
announced following a raffle draw, where their names were picked up at
random. The highlight of the prize distribution ceremony was the handing
over of the keys to the three first place winners, namely Fathimah Nasser,
Nedenchezhian and MA. Luz Ticas, who each became the proud owner of a
2018 Chevrolet Equinox SUV. 

A further 25 winners were awarded KD 100 gift vouchers, while 100
winners received KD50 gift vouchers. The Win to Drive promotion was
held from 31 January to 10 March. During the promotion period, shoppers
at any of the LuLu Hypermarket outlets in Kuwait received a raffle ticket
for every KD5 worth of goods they purchased.

The ‘LuLu Win to Drive’ promotion is part of the Hypermarket’s com-
mitment to organizing family-friendly promotions to add excitement to
customers’ shopping experiences, while providing a range of high-quality
products at competitive prices. The hypermarket has in the past under-
taken numerous customer-centric initiatives and special promotions that
give customers more value on their purchases and open new opportuni-
ties for them to be winners, while shopping at LuLu Hypermarket outlets
in the country.

LuLu Hypermarket holds prize 
distribution for ‘Win to Drive’ 

The Sheraton
family - a happy
world within us

The compassionate culture of the
Sheraton & Four Points Kuwait family
is seen in full splendor on the occa-

sion of their Annual Staff Party, which was a
memorable event for all of the associates.
Celebrating and congratulating all the
members of the hotel and their families for
all their hard work, dedication, exquisite
hospitality and services throughout 2017.

This year’s Annual Staff Party was
themed as Go Be Happy where the ball-
room tables were decorated with colorful
lantern, immediately capturing the eye upon
entry to the ballroom. The stage was also
decorated with large lantern to set the
theme for the host and hostess of the event.
During the event, members of the hotel
enthusiastically prepared and participated
in several forms of entertainment through-
out the evening. It enabled everyone to
enjoy the show which was filled with
enriching knowledge about the cultural
diversity of the international community we
have at our hotels. This diversity has been a
great unifying factor of the hotel associates
and responsible for the hotel’s success as
the cultural differences within the hotel
have balanced to create a multicultural
community filled with understanding, mutu-
al respect, and exquisite hospitality. 

Filling the ballroom with friendly compe-
tition, several teams performed by singing
or performance to express their unity, com-
munication, and team work. Moreover, the
hotel took this opportunity to show their
great appreciation by honoring all those
members of the hotel who have dedicated
half a decade, a decade, two decades and
more of their lives to both the hotels and to
their esteemed guests. 

On this special occasion, Mr Fahed
Abushaar, the General Manager of
Sheraton Kuwait, a Luxury Collection Hotel
and Mr Mounir Amer, General Manager of
Four Points by Sheraton Kuwait, thanked
each and every member of both hotels and
their families. Assuring them that their hard
work, dedication and unwavering effort is
always appreciated and is a great part of
the remarkable success of the hotels. Going
the extra mile to recognize and reward the

quality of teamwork and collaborative
efforts put forth by associates is inherent to
the hotel’s family ethic and culture. It is
events such as these that help in creating
enjoyable employee relationships, network-
ing, and overall the success of the hotels.

Marina Hotel launches poolside
Barbeque nights every Wednesday 

Mr Nabil Hammoud
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01:30 Boerning II
03:15 Inception
05:45 I Am Wrath
07:20 Boerning II
09:00 Inception
11:30 Armageddon America
13:05 American Ninja
14:50 Project Almanac
16:40 Blood Circus
18:20 Standoff
19:50 Mechanic: Resurrection
21:35 Extortion
23:30 The Perfect Weapon

00:50 Untamed & Uncut
01:45 Wild Africa: Rivers Of Life
02:40 The Jeff Corwin Experience
03:35 The Jeff Corwin Experience
04:25 The Jeff Corwin Experience
05:15 The Jeff Corwin Experience
06:02 Biggest And Baddest
06:49 Biggest And Baddest
07:36 Escape To Chimp Eden
08:00 Escape To Chimp Eden
08:25 Night
08:50 Night
09:15 The Jeff Corwin Experience
10:10 Biggest And Baddest
11:05 Wildest Middle East
12:00 Night
12:28 Night
12:55 The Bronx Zoo
13:50 Missouri Mountain Family
14:45 Biggest And Baddest
15:40 Wildest Middle East
16:35 Untamed & Uncut
17:30 The Jeff Corwin Experience
18:25 Lair Of The Killer Crocs
19:20 After The Attack
20:15 My Tiny Terror
21:10 Predator’s Prey
21:38 Predator’s Prey
22:05 Lair Of The Killer Crocs
23:00 After The Attack
23:55 Wildest Middle East

00:45 Trust Me
01:45 Line Of Duty
02:40 Death In Paradise
03:40 EastEnders
04:10 EastEnders
04:40 Doctors
05:10 Doctor Who
06:00 Doctors
06:30 EastEnders
07:00 Father Brown
07:45 Doctor Who
08:45 Doctors
09:15 EastEnders
09:45 Father Brown
10:30 Death In Paradise
11:25 Doctor Who
12:25 Call The Midwife
13:20 Father Brown
14:10 Doctors
14:40 EastEnders
15:10 Death In Paradise
16:05 Doctor Who
17:05 Call The Midwife
18:00 Casualty
19:00 Death In Paradise
20:00 Cold Feet
20:50 Silent Witness
21:45 Death In Paradise
22:40 Trust Me
23:40 Casualty

00:00 It Takes A Killer
00:30 It Takes A Killer
01:00 The Eleven
02:00 The Eleven
03:00 Robbie Coltrane’s Critical
Evidence
04:00 It Takes A Killer
04:30 It Takes A Killer
05:00 The Eleven
06:00 The Eleven
07:00 Cold Case Files
08:00 The First 48
09:00 It Takes A Killer
09:30 It Takes A Killer
10:00 I Didn’t Do It
11:00 I Didn’t Do It
12:00 I Didn’t Do It
13:00 The First 48
14:00 Homicide: Hours To Kill
15:00 Homicide Hunter
16:00 Homicide Hunter
17:00 Cold Case Files
18:00 Homicide: Hours To Kill
19:00 It Takes A Killer
19:30 It Takes A Killer
20:00 Nightmare In Suburbia
21:00 Nightmare In Suburbia
22:00 Nightmare In Suburbia
23:00 Britain’s Darkest Taboos

00:05 Kumail Nanjiani: Beta Male
00:55 Another Period
01:20 Chris Ramsey Stand Up
Central
01:45 Tosh.0
02:10 South Park
02:35 Real Husbands Of Hollywood
03:00 The Daily Show With Trevor
Noah
03:25 Tosh.0
03:50 South Park
04:15 Idiotsitter
04:40 Key And Peele
05:05 Detroiters
05:30 Disaster Date
05:55 Ridiculousness Arabia
06:20 Comedy Central Presents
Comedy 3alwagef
06:50 Disorderly Conduct: Video On
Patrol
07:40 I Live With Models
08:05 Key And Peele
08:30 Disaster Date
08:55 Workaholics
09:20 Idiotsitter
09:45 I Live With Models
10:10 Detroiters
10:35 Friends
11:00 Key And Peele
11:25 Disaster Date
11:50 Ridiculousness Arabia
12:15 Friendszone
12:40 Key And Peele
13:05 Friends
13:30 Friends
13:55 Disaster Date
14:20 Workaholics
14:45 Detroiters
15:10 Friends
15:35 Key And Peele
16:00 Idiotsitter
16:30 Friendszone
16:55 Friends
17:20 Friends
17:45 Disaster Date
18:10 Punk’d (Bet)
18:35 Punk’d (Bet)
19:00 Friends
19:25 Friendszone
19:50 Real Husbands Of Hollywood
20:12 Friends

20:35 Friends
21:00 The Daily Show With Trevor
Noah
21:30 Why? With Hannibal Buress
22:00 Teachers
22:25 This Is Not Happening
22:50 Nathan For You
23:15 Real Husbands Of Hollywood
23:40 The Daily Show With Trevor
Noah

00:30 Ultimate Survival
01:20 Nextworld
02:10 Nextworld
03:00 Nextworld
03:50 Destroyed In Seconds
04:15 Destroyed In Seconds
04:40 Destroyed In Seconds
05:05 Destroyed In Seconds
05:30 Destroyed In Seconds
05:55 Destroyed In Seconds
06:20 How It’s Made
06:40 How It’s Made
07:00 Ultimate Survival
07:50 How It’s Made
08:15 How It’s Made
08:40 Destroyed In Seconds
09:05 Destroyed In Seconds
09:30 Tanked
10:20 Nextworld
11:10 Finding Bigfoot
12:00 Somebody’s Gotta Do It
12:50 How It’s Made
13:15 How It’s Made
13:40 Destroyed In Seconds
14:05 Destroyed In Seconds
14:30 Tanked
15:20 Ultimate Survival
16:10 Nextworld
17:00 Finding Bigfoot
17:50 Somebody’s Gotta Do It
18:40 Destroyed In Seconds
19:05 Destroyed In Seconds
19:30 How It’s Made
19:55 How It’s Made
20:20 Tanked
21:10 Finding Bigfoot
22:00 Somebody’s Gotta Do It
22:50 Nextworld
23:40 Ultimate Survival

00:50 Horror At The Cecil Hotel
01:45 Ghosts Of Shepherdstown
02:40 A Haunting
03:35 My Father, The Serial Killer:
People Magazine...
04:30 Murder In The Heartland
05:25 The Perfect Suspect
06:20 Reasonable Doubt
07:10 Disappeared
08:00 California Investigator
08:25 Deadline: Crime With Tamron
Hall
09:15 Swamp Murders
10:10 The Perfect Murder
11:05 Suspicion
12:00 I Am Homicide
12:55 Deadline: Crime With Tamron
Hall
13:50 I Almost Got Away With It
14:45 The Perfect Murder
15:40 The Perfect Murder
16:35 A Crime To Remember
17:30 Deadline: Crime With Tamron
Hall
18:25 Swamp Murders
19:20 I Almost Got Away With It
20:15 Blood Relatives
21:10 The Perfect Murder
22:05 Reel Crime/Real Story
23:00 True Conviction
23:55 My Father, The Serial Killer:
People Magazine...

00:10 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
00:35 Binny And The Ghost
01:00 Hank Zipzer
01:25 Alex & Co.
01:45 Disney Mickey Mouse
01:50 Evermoor Chronicles
02:15 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
02:40 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
03:05 Binny And The Ghost
03:30 Binny And The Ghost
03:55 Hank Zipzer
04:15 Disney Mickey Mouse
04:20 Hank Zipzer
04:45 Alex & Co.
05:10 Alex & Co.
05:35 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
06:00 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
06:25 Binny And The Ghost
06:45 Disney Mickey Mouse
06:50 Rolling With The Ronks
07:00 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
& Cat Noir
07:25 Hotel Transylvania: The Series
07:50 Tsum Tsum Shorts
07:55 Tangled: The Series
08:20 Stuck In The Middle
08:45 K.C. Undercover
09:10 Bunk’d
09:35 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
& Cat Noir
10:00 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
& Cat Noir
10:25 Lolirock
10:50 Lolirock
11:15 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
11:40 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
12:05 Hank Zipzer
12:30 Alex & Co.
12:55 Alex & Co.
13:20 Lolirock
13:45 Lolirock
14:10 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
& Cat Noir
14:35 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
& Cat Noir
15:00 The Zhuzhus
15:15 Bunk’d
15:40 K.C. Undercover
16:05 Disney Mickey Mouse
16:10 Elena Of Avalor
16:35 Bizaardvark
17:00 Tangled: The Series
17:25 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
& Cat Noir
17:50 Raven’s Home
18:15 Stuck In The Middle
18:40 Hotel Transylvania: The Series
19:05 K.C. Undercover
19:30 Bunk’d
19:55 Descendants Wicked World
20:00 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
& Cat Noir
20:25 Liv And Maddie
20:50 Jessie
21:15 Disney Mickey Mouse
21:20 Tangled: The Series
21:45 Bizaardvark
22:10 Hotel Transylvania: The Series
22:35 Bunk’d
23:00 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
& Cat Noir
23:25 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
& Cat Noir

00:00 PJ Masks
00:30 Vampirina
01:00 Vampirina
01:30 Art Attack
01:55 Henry Hugglemonster
02:05 Loopdidoo
02:20 Henry Hugglemonster
02:35 Calimero
02:50 Henry Hugglemonster
03:05 Art Attack
03:30 The Hive
03:40 Loopdidoo
03:55 Henry Hugglemonster
04:10 Art Attack
04:35 Loopdidoo
04:50 Calimero
05:05 Art Attack
05:30 Henry Hugglemonster
05:45 Henry Hugglemonster
06:00 Art Attack
06:30 Henry Hugglemonster
06:45 Loopdidoo
07:00 Henry Hugglemonster
07:15 Calimero
07:30 PJ Masks
08:00 Trulli Tales
08:30 Jungle Junction
08:50 Handy Manny
09:10 PJ Masks
09:30 Vampirina
10:00 Mickey And The Roadster
Racers
10:30 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
11:00 Puppy Dog Pals
11:30 Puppy Dog Pals
12:00 The Lion Guard
12:30 The Lion Guard
13:00 Sofia The First
13:30 Sofia The First
14:00 PJ Masks
14:30 PJ Masks
15:00 P-King Duckling
15:30 Tangled
16:00 Sofia The First
16:30 Elena Of Avalor
17:00 PJ Masks
17:30 Mission Force One
18:00 The Lion Guard
18:30 Puppy Dog Pals
19:00 Trulli Tales
19:30 Mickey And The Roadster
Racers
20:00 Sofia The First
20:30 The Lion Guard
21:00 Vampirina
21:30 PJ Masks
22:00 Trulli Tales
22:30 Tangled
23:00 Sofia The First
23:30 Elena Of Avalor

00:15 Alaskan Bush People
01:05 Heavy Rescue
01:50 Railroad Australia
02:35 Outback Truckers
03:20 Extreme Engineering
04:05 Flying Wild Alaska
04:50 Dirty Jobs
05:35 How Do They Do It?
06:00 The Caravan Show
06:23 Chaos Caught On Camera
06:45 How Do They Do It?
07:10 How Do They Do It?
07:35 Flying Wild Alaska
08:20 The Caravan Show
08:45 Chaos Caught On Camera
09:10 Dirty Jobs
09:55 Heavy Rescue
10:45 Railroad Australia
11:30 Outback Truckers
12:20 The Caravan Show
12:43 Chaos Caught On Camera
13:05 How Do They Do It?
13:30 How Do They Do It?
13:55 Dirty Jobs
14:40 Alaskan Bush People
15:30 Heavy Rescue
16:15 Railroad Australia
17:05 Outback Truckers
17:50 Flying Wild Alaska
18:40 Dirty Jobs
19:25 Alaskan Bush People
20:15 Extreme Engineering
21:00 Gold Rush
22:40 Junkyard Empire
23:30 Flying Wild Alaska

06:00 Marvel’s Spider-Man
06:25 Milo Murphy’s Law
06:50 Right Now Kapow
07:15 Mech-X4
07:40 Disney Mickey Mouse
07:45 Walk The Prank
08:10 Walk The Prank
08:35 Right Now Kapow
09:00 Right Now Kapow
09:25 Mighty Med
09:50 Mighty Med
10:20 Star Wars: The Freemaker
Adventures
10:45 Star Wars: The Freemaker
Adventures
11:10 Gamer’s Guide To Pretty
Much Everything
11:35 Gamer’s Guide To Pretty
Much Everything
12:00 Kid vs. Kat
12:25 Two More Eggs S2
12:30 Kid vs. Kat
12:55 Kirby Buckets
13:20 Kirby Buckets
13:45 Supa Strikas
14:10 Disney Mickey Mouse
14:15 Supa Strikas
14:40 Right Now Kapow
15:05 Right Now Kapow
15:30 Milo Murphy’s Law
15:55 Two More Eggs S2
16:00 The Suite Life Of Zack &
Cody
16:25 Lab Rats
16:50 Walk The Prank
17:15 Mech-X4
17:40 Marvel’s Spider-Man
18:05 Kickin’ It
18:30 Randy Cunningham: 9th
Grade Ninja
18:45 Kickin’ It
19:10 Mini Ninjas
19:25 Walk The Prank
19:50 Marvel’s Rocket And Groot
19:55 Mech-X4
20:20 Penn Zero: Part Time Hero
20:45 Gamer’s Guide To Pretty
Much Everything
21:10 Kid vs. Kat
21:35 Marvel’s Rocket And Groot
21:40 Disney Mickey Mouse
21:45 Lab Rats
22:10 Lab Rats
22:35 Phineas And Ferb
23:00 Programmes Start At 6:00am 

00:00 WAGs LA
00:55 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
01:50 E! News
02:50 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
03:40 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
04:35 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
05:30 Celebrity Style Story

06:00 Revenge Body With Khloe
Kardashian
06:55 E! News Middle East
07:25 Revenge Body With Khloe
Kardashian
08:20 Revenge Body With Khloe
Kardashian
09:15 Revenge Body With Khloe
Kardashian
10:10 E! News Middle East
10:40 Celebrity Style Story
11:10 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
12:05 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
13:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
14:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
15:00 E! News Middle East
15:30 Celebrity Style Story
16:00 Hollywood Medium With
Tyler Henry
17:00 Hollywood Medium With
Tyler Henry
18:00 Hollywood Medium With
Tyler Henry
19:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
20:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
21:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
22:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
23:00 E! News Middle East
23:15 WAGs LA

00:10 Who’s Doing The Dishes?
01:00 Emmerdale
01:30 Emmerdale
02:00 Coronation Street
02:30 Couples Come Dine With Me
03:25 Dancing On Ice
05:15 Don’t Tell The Bride
06:15 Who’s Doing The Dishes?
07:10 Couples Come Dine With Me
08:05 Dancing On Ice
09:55 Don’t Tell The Bride
11:00 Who’s Doing The Dishes?
11:50 Couples Come Dine With Me
12:45 Emmerdale
13:15 Coronation Street
13:45 Coronation Street
14:15 Who’s Doing The Dishes?
15:10 The Chase
16:00 The Voice UK 2018
17:50 Don’t Tell The Bride
18:50 Emmerdale
19:15 Coronation Street
19:45 Coronation Street
20:10 The Chase
21:00 The Voice UK 2018
22:50 Emmerdale
23:15 Coronation Street
23:40 Coronation Street

00:00 United Stuff Of America
01:00 Missing In Alaska
02:00 Missing In Alaska
03:00 In Search Of Aliens
03:50 In Search Of Aliens
04:40 United Stuff Of America
05:30 United Stuff Of America
06:20 Missing In Alaska
07:10 The Universe
08:00 Missing In Alaska
09:00 Missing In Alaska
10:00 In Search Of Aliens
11:00 In Search Of Aliens
12:00 United Stuff Of America
13:00 United Stuff Of America
14:00 Missing In Alaska
15:00 Missing In Alaska
16:00 In Search Of Aliens
17:00 In Search Of Aliens
18:00 United Stuff Of America
19:00 Cities Of The Underworld
20:00 Brad Meltzer’s Lost History
21:00 Hangar 1: The UFO Files
22:00 Ancient Aliens
23:00 Bible Secrets Revealed

00:20 Swamp People
01:05 Swamp People
02:00 American Pickers
02:50 Pawn Stars
03:15 Storage Wars
03:40 American Pickers
04:30 Swamp People
05:15 Swamp People
06:00 Mountain Men
06:50 Forged In Fire
07:40 Pawn Stars
08:05 Storage Wars
08:30 American Pickers
09:20 Mountain Men
10:10 Ax Men
11:00 Forged In Fire
11:50 Pawn Stars
12:15 Storage Wars
12:40 American Pickers
13:30 Mountain Men
14:20 American Pickers
15:10 Mountain Men
16:00 American Pickers
16:50 Pawn Stars
17:15 Storage Wars
17:40 American Pickers
18:30 Mountain Men
19:20 Forged In Fire
20:10 American Pickers
21:00 Hunting Hitler
21:50 The Zodiac Killer: Case
Closed?
22:40 Forged In Fire
23:30 Mountain Men

00:15 Lyndey Milan - Taste Of
Australia
00:45 What’s For Sale?
01:10 Miguel’s Tropical Kitchen
01:40 Chasing Time
02:05 Chasing The Sun
02:35 Restoration Man
03:30 Cesar Millan: Viva Las Vegas!
04:25 John Torode’s Malaysian
Adventure
04:50 John Torode’s Asia
05:20 John Torode’s Asia
05:45 The Shelbourne
06:15 One Man & His Campervan
06:40 One Man & His Campervan
07:10 Chasing Time
07:35 Chasing The Sun
08:05 Restoration Man
09:00 Cesar Millan: Viva Las Vegas!
09:55 John Torode’s Malaysian
Adventure
10:20 John Torode’s Asia
10:50 John Torode’s Asia
11:15 The Shelbourne
11:45 One Man & His Campervan
12:10 One Man & His Campervan
12:40 Chasing Time
13:05 Chasing The Sun
13:35 Restoration Man
14:30 George Clarke’s Amazing
Spaces
15:25 John Torode’s Malaysian
Adventure
15:50 John Torode’s Asia

16:20 John Torode’s Asia
16:45 The Shelbourne
17:15 One Man & His Campervan
17:40 One Man & His Campervan
18:10 Eat Street
18:35 Chasing The Sun
19:05 Restoration Man
20:00 George Clarke’s Amazing
Spaces
21:00 John Torode’s Malaysian
Adventure
21:30 John Torode’s Asia
22:00 John Torode’s Asia
22:25 The Shelbourne
22:55 One Man & His Campervan
23:20 One Man & His Campervan
23:50 Eat Street

00:10 Wicked Tuna
01:00 Locked Up Abroad
02:00 India’s Mega Kitchens
03:00 Yukon Gold
04:00 Wicked Tuna
05:00 Rebuilding Titanic
06:00 Battle For Iwo Jima
07:00 Locked Up Abroad
08:00 Apocalypse: The Second
World War
09:00 Rebuilding Titanic
10:00 Mega Food
11:00 India’s Mega Kitchens
12:00 Mega Factories
13:00 Hitler’s Death Squad
14:00 Apocalypse: The Second
World War
15:00 Locked Up Abroad
16:00 Zeb’s River Journey Thailand
17:00 India’s Mega Kitchens
18:00 Mega Factories
19:00 Locked Up Abroad
20:00 Zeb’s River Journey Thailand
20:50 India’s Mega Kitchens
21:40 Mega Factories
22:30 Locked Up Abroad
23:20 Apocalypse: The Second
World War

00:20 Building Penguin Paradise
01:10 Dr. K’s Exotic Animal ER
02:00 Tiger’s Revenge
02:50 Caught In The Act GPU
Reversions
03:45 Philly Undercover
04:40 Saving Paradise Islands
05:35 Tiger’s Revenge
06:30 Caught In The Act GPU
Reversions
07:25 Philly Undercover
08:20 Saving Paradise Islands
09:15 World’s Weirdest: Animal
Taboo
10:10 The Invaders
11:05 Secret Life Of Predators
(2016)
12:00 Secrets Of The Giant Manta
Ray
12:55 Planet Carnivore: Perfect
Killers
13:50 Caught In The Act GPU
Reversions
14:45 Philly Undercover
15:40 Gorilla Murders
16:35 World’s Weirdest Pets
17:30 The Invaders
18:25 Secret Life Of Predators
(2016)
19:20 Philly Undercover
20:10 Gorilla Murders
21:00 World’s Weirdest Pets
21:50 The Invaders
22:40 Secret Life Of Predators
(2016)
23:30 Secrets Of The Giant Manta
Ray

00:12 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
00:36 Rabbids Invasion
01:00 Rabbids Invasion
01:24 Sanjay And Craig
01:48 Sanjay And Craig
02:12 Winx Club
02:36 Winx Club
03:00 Harvey Beaks
03:24 Harvey Beaks
03:48 The Loud House
04:12 The Loud House
04:36 Breadwinners
05:00 Breadwinners
05:24 Get Blake
05:48 SpongeBob SquarePants
06:12 SpongeBob SquarePants
06:36 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
07:00 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
07:24 Rabbids Invasion
07:48 Get Blake
08:12 Harvey Beaks
08:36 Sanjay And Craig
09:00 SpongeBob SquarePants
09:24 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
09:48 Henry Danger
10:12 Game Shakers
10:36 Regal Academy
11:00 Winx Club
11:24 SpongeBob SquarePants
11:48 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
12:12 The Loud House
12:36 Rabbids Invasion
13:00 Breadwinners
13:24 Massive Monster Mayhem
13:48 I Am Frankie
14:12 The Thundermans
14:36 Sanjay And Craig
15:00 Rabbids Invasion
15:24 Harvey Beaks
15:48 SpongeBob SquarePants
16:12 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
16:36 The Loud House
17:00 Massive Monster Mayhem
17:24 I Am Frankie
17:48 Hunter Street
18:12 Henry Danger
18:36 Nicky, Ricky, Dicky And Dawn
19:00 School Of Rock
19:24 Game Shakers
19:48 The Thundermans
20:12 Harvey Beaks
20:36 SpongeBob SquarePants
21:00 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
21:24 Sanjay And Craig
21:48 Rabbids Invasion
22:12 Breadwinners
22:36 Harvey Beaks
23:00 SpongeBob SquarePants
23:24 SpongeBob SquarePants
23:48 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles

00:17 Kid-E-Cats
00:22 Shimmer And Shine
00:44 Sunny Day
01:07 Max & Ruby
01:30 Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom
01:40 Kiva Can Do!
01:52 The Day Henry Met
01:57 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
02:19 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
02:41 Paw Patrol
02:52 Kid-E-Cats
02:58 Kid-E-Cats
03:04 Shimmer And Shine

03:26 Nella The Princess Knight
03:38 Paw Patrol
04:01 The Day Henry Met
04:07 Max & Ruby
04:29 Dora The Explorer
04:52 Sunny Day
05:13 Nella The Princess Knight
05:36 Shimmer And Shine
05:59 Wallykazam!
06:21 Zack & Quack
06:32 The Day Henry Met
06:38 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
07:00 Rusty Rivets
07:13 Paw Patrol
07:37 Dora The Explorer
08:00 Nella The Princess Knight
08:22 Kiva Can Do!
08:33 Kiva Can Do!
08:44 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
09:05 Paw Patrol
09:29 Shimmer And Shine
09:52 Nella The Princess Knight
10:15 The Day Henry Met
10:20 Paw Patrol
10:43 Rusty Rivets
11:07 Wallykazam!
11:30 Bubble Guppies
11:53 Team Umizoomi
12:16 Kid-E-Cats
12:21 Shimmer And Shine
12:44 Sunny Day
13:06 Max & Ruby
13:29 Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom
13:39 Kiva Can Do!
13:50 The Day Henry Met
13:56 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
14:18 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
14:40 Paw Patrol
14:52 Kid-E-Cats
14:57 Kid-E-Cats
15:03 Shimmer And Shine
15:25 Nella The Princess Knight
15:36 Paw Patrol
15:59 The Day Henry Met
16:05 Max & Ruby
16:28 Dora The Explorer
16:51 Sunny Day
17:13 Nella The Princess Knight
17:36 Shimmer And Shine
17:58 Wallykazam!
18:22 Zack & Quack
18:32 The Day Henry Met
18:38 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
19:00 Rusty Rivets
19:13 Paw Patrol
19:37 Dora The Explorer
20:00 Nella The Princess Knight
20:22 Kiva Can Do!
20:33 Kiva Can Do!
20:43 Blaze And The Monster
Machines
21:06 Paw Patrol
21:30 Shimmer And Shine
21:52 Nella The Princess Knight
22:14 The Day Henry Met
22:20 Paw Patrol
22:44 Rusty Rivets
23:07 Wallykazam!
23:30 Bubble Guppies
23:54 Team Umizoomi

01:45 Cars 3
03:45 The Jungle Book
05:45 Cars
07:45 Cars 2
09:45 Cars 3
11:45 The Jungle Book
13:45 Zootropolis
15:45 The Little Mermaid
17:30 The Lone Ranger
20:15 Inspector Gadget
21:45 Zootropolis
23:45 The Little Mermaid

00:00 How To Get Away With
Murder
01:00 Secret City
01:55 Claws
02:45 Grey’s Anatomy
03:35 Scandal
04:25 How To Get Away With
Murder
05:20 The Unit
06:10 Emerald City
07:00 Training Day
08:00 Good Morning America - The
Weekend
09:00 The View
10:00 Scandal
11:00 The Unit
12:00 Emerald City
13:00 Chicago Fire
14:00 Grey’s Anatomy
15:00 The View
16:00 Live Good Morning America
18:00 Emerald City
19:00 The Unit
20:00 Chicago Fire
21:00 Suits
22:00 The Good Doctor
23:00 Absentia

01:35 Made
03:15 No Stranger Than Love
05:00 Boris And Natasha: The
Movie
06:35 Who Gets The Dog?
08:20 Stop! Or My Mom Will Shoot
09:55 Dad’s Army
11:45 Who Gets The Dog?
13:30 Stop! Or My Mom Will Shoot
15:05 A Midsummer’s Hawaiian
Dream
16:40 The Bucket List
18:25 Meet Dave
20:10 The To Do List
22:00 Top Five
23:45 Mean Machine

01:10 Hostile Border
02:45 One True Thing
04:50 Pele: Birth Of A Legend
06:50 Days Of Heaven
08:30 One True Thing
10:35 Pele: Birth Of A Legend
12:25 The New Adventures Of
Aladin
14:20 Operation Avalanche
16:05 African Safari
17:40 The Benefactor
19:25 Match
21:05 Girl On The Edge
22:55 Masquerade

00:30 Azur & Asmar: The Prince’s
Quest
02:15 Simba The King Lion
04:25 Funny Little Cars
05:35 Louis & Luca And The Snow
Machine
07:00 The Happy Cricket And The
Giant Bugs
08:30 The Secret Of Kells
10:00 Help And Freedom

11:35 Ozzy
13:15 Simba The King Lion
15:25 Funny Little Cars
16:35 The Adventures Of Scooter
The Penguin
18:05 Help And Freedom
19:40 Back To The Sea
21:25 Phantom Boy
23:00 The Adventures Of Scooter
The Penguin

01:00 Days And Nights
02:40 Cops And Robbersons
04:20 Rocky III
06:05 Batman: Return Of The Caped
Crusaders
07:30 Oleanna
09:10 Cops And Robbersons
10:45 Rocky III
12:30 Ice Age: Collision Course
14:10 The Big Year
15:55 Ride Along 2
17:40 Cinderella Man
20:05 The Internship
22:05 The Revenant

00:40 Race To Escape
01:30 Race To Escape
02:20 Race To Escape
03:10 Hacking The Wild
04:00 Mythbusters
04:48 Mythbusters
05:36 Mythbusters
06:24 Mythbusters
07:12 Mythbusters
08:00 How Do They Do It?
08:26 The Big Brain Theory
09:14 Mythbusters
10:02 Race To Escape
10:50 How Do They Do It?
11:14 Food Factory
11:38 Hacking The Wild
12:26 The Big Brain Theory
13:14 Mythbusters
14:02 How Do They Do It?
14:26 Food Factory
14:50 Race To Escape
15:38 The Big Brain Theory
16:26 Hacking The Wild
17:14 Mythbusters
18:02 Race To Escape
18:50 How We Invented The World
19:40 Mythbusters
20:30 Mythbusters
21:20 How Do They Do It?
21:45 Food Factory
22:10 Race To Escape
23:00 Mythbusters
23:50 How We Invented The World

01:30 No One Killed Jessica
03:00 No One Killed Jessica
03:55 Koffee With Karan
05:00 Koffee With Karan
06:00 Kris Aur Krishna
07:40 Banarasi Babu
10:00 Kachche Dhaage
12:40 Khatta Meetha
15:25 Ferrari Ki Sawaari
17:55 Bhaag Johnny
20:00 Housefull 2
22:50 Aatish

00:00 Jindabyne
02:00 You Kill Me
03:30 Head In The Clouds
05:30 Queen Of Earth
07:00 Drowning Mona
08:40 Teaching Mrs Tingle
10:15 The Moment
11:45 The Conspirator
13:45 You Kill Me
15:15 Gangs Of New York
18:00 Jindabyne
20:00 Crossing Over
21:45 Employee Of The Month
23:30 Malena

00:00 Say Yes To The Dress: Atlanta
00:30 Say Yes To The Dress: Atlanta
01:00 Say Yes To The Dress: Atlanta
01:30 Say Yes To The Dress: Atlanta
02:00 Grey’s Anatomy
03:00 Married At First Sight
04:00 Three
05:00 House Of DVF
06:00 Say Yes To The Dress: Atlanta
06:30 Say Yes To The Dress: Atlanta
07:00 Say Yes To The Dress: Atlanta
07:30 Say Yes To The Dress: Atlanta
08:00 Grey’s Anatomy
09:00 Married At First Sight
10:00 Three
11:00 House Of DVF
12:00 Say Yes To The Dress: Atlanta
12:30 Say Yes To The Dress: Atlanta
13:00 Say Yes To The Dress: Atlanta
13:30 Say Yes To The Dress: Atlanta
14:00 Grey’s Anatomy
15:00 Married At First Sight
16:00 Three
17:00 House Of DVF
18:00 Devious Maids
19:00 Devious Maids
20:00 Grey’s Anatomy
21:00 Married At First Sight
22:00 Three
23:00 House Of DVF

00:20 Diva Brides
01:05 Single Dad Seeking...
01:50 Katie Price’s Pony Club
02:35 Say Yes To The Dress
03:20 Hodges Half Dozen
04:05 My Big Fat Fabulous Life
04:50 Sweet 15: Quincea?era
05:35 Say Yes To The Dress
06:00 Say Yes To The Dress UK
06:22 Say Yes To The Dress UK
06:45 Diva Brides
07:30 This Is Life With Carissa
Cupido
08:15 Hodges Half Dozen
09:00 Cake Boss
09:25 My Big Fat Fabulous Life
10:10 Say Yes To The Dress UK
10:32 Say Yes To The Dress UK
10:55 Sweet 15: Quincea?era
11:40 Diva Brides
12:25 This Is Life With Carissa
Cupido
13:10 Little People, Big World
14:40 Hodges Half Dozen
15:25 Sweet 15: Quincea?era
16:10 Cake Boss
16:35 Cake Boss
17:00 Say Yes To The Dress
17:50 Say Yes To The Dress UK
18:20 Say Yes To The Dress UK
18:50 Say Yes To The Dress
19:15 Sweet 15: Quincea?era
20:10 Cake Boss
20:35 Cake Boss
21:00 Baby Changes Everything



Aries, you take stock of what things and people are actually worth. You
will have opportunities to accumulate money and items during this new

cycle; material wealth is significant to you now. Legacy is a priority; you focus on
accumulating memories and things to be left behind. Home and family represent your
inner most security goal; you long to have shelter from the storms of life. Marriage,
contracts and partnerships are seen as keys to success and happiness and they have
plenty of lessons to teach you. At some point today or this evening you may experi-
ence a sense of panic; will i be abandoned, will i reach my goals. Let these insecuri-
ties go and know that you will have all that you need and desire, Aries. 

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Taurus, you could make a change in where you live or remodel your
present home. There seems to be great enjoyment of food and drink; putting on
pounds could be a problem at this time. Sexual relationships and monetary gain hold
far too much importance to you; let your practical nature speak to you. You want to
push boundaries and may create a problem for yourself in doing so. Desiring a cer-
tain person could become obsessive due to the chemistry between you; be cautious.
Monetary partnerships are indicated; making money and planning for the future are
of utmost importance. Look more at your motivations than what is going on before
your eyes. You are at a point of new beginnings and new self-awareness, Taurus. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Gemini, you may have a tendency to keep your head in the clouds today;
the people around you demand your attention. Someone could accuse

you of being unrealistic; you could find yourself in a difficult position. Most important
now is your home, family, legacy. This afternoon, you may find yourself reflecting on
your own youth or some event from the past. This is a perfect time to unite with others
to reach realistic goals. Pay attention to your finances so that what is spent matches
what is made; live within your means. An interesting article in the news paper or on the
internet will tell you something you needed to know. You could hear from friends this
evening involving a fun outing; relax and enjoy a little free time, Gemini. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Cancer, you may want to make improvements to your home; be mindful
of your budget! You will see that the quality of life is better than ever.

Putting your nose to the grindstone will come with relative ease and successful out-
comes today. For once you allow yourself to work smarter not harder when you realize
how much more you can get done. You could have some absorbing flashes of thought
regarding sensitive issue. You will catch the vibes of those you work or live with as you
enjoy spending time with them today or this evening. More than ever, you consider a
home and family to be your safe place. If you find that your head is in the clouds, relax
and let this work to relax you at the end of this very busy, productive day, Cancer. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Virgo, the energy is good for lending support to your commitment to self-
control. Your sensitivities may threaten to boil over and spill all over your day; instead
pause and close your eyes for a moment. You could have a new idea about a new recipe
for healthier eating. There are lots of opportunities for active communications with like-
minded people. Try not to push your high expectations of yourself onto others; this
could cause more problems than you need. You long to leave a good respectable legacy
for loved ones to enjoy after you re gone. Others could become upset if you mention
what you may or may not leave them in a will. Leave room for dessert tonight and you
could find yourself being treated to dinner by a special friend, Virgo. 

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

Libra, the new year brings an eagerness to help those less fortunate; this
could indicate people or animals but you feel a determination to make a difference in
the world. The karma you build now is important as it could also serve to pay off old
karmic debt. You jovial, lighthearted mood creates a fun environment for coworkers and
even bosses! You won t be interested in theories or maybes today: only facts and docu-
mentation will do for the matters at hand. Home is where your true happiness and com-
fort lie for today and tonight; your sanctuary from the world and the rat race. Your intu-
ition is right on today and you should take heed to what it is telling you. You will stand
out in the crowd tonight when you and a date show up for a low-key dinner, Libra. 

Libra (September 23-October 22)

Scorpio, this morning in a meeting you will make a very important point.
You will need to make an effort to stay out of a friend s drama; you have been there and
done that. You want something that is yours and yours alone, not to be shared with the
world or anyone else in it. Your head may not be right for making decisions just now
concerning anything important; patience the time is coming. New prospects for future
work could become known. Your artistic outlet is less common than most but it could
attract some attention soon; perhaps your work will appear in an art crawl or coffee
house concert. Laughing is more fun with two. Tonight could be the beginning of a new
favorite meal and you could share it with someone you care for, Scorpio. 

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

Sagittarius, your chart indicates that you will continue your commitment
to being the best you can be in the areas of health, spiritual and mental

growth. You attract people that are headstrong and confident. A temptation may arise
that threatens your good sense. You could feel uncomfortable in your own skin and
want to keep to yourself doing whatever you want to do today. You may find you need
to reconsider some decisions you have made in the domestic area. If there is a problem
with finances, these can be solved easily open your eyes. If you are approached in an
aggressive way be sure to step away for a few moments before you respond. Each per-
son is different; do what is best for you. Again, exercise control in all things, Sagittarius.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Pisces, only the truth will work for you as you discover that a new mission
has been laid in your lap. Back stabbing and carrying tales will ignite your

temper and you will more than likely let it be known. Now is not the time to seek, approval
from everyone around you; being upright and honest is more important than being liked or
agreed with just now. This could be the perfect time to begin that new painting or book
you want to create! You could stumble across a new and interesting, actually doable, diet
that appears to be just what you have been looking for. Remember to do things for people
for the sake of doing them and not for praise; assess your motives. Your words will make
sense and be very easy to listen to when you address a small audience, Pisces.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Aquarius, you could find your friends in need of your expertise. You are
more into an innovative approach with less traditional methods at the forefront. Events
requiring reworking and new plans crop up unexpectedly. What matters most to you
right now is bringing your spiritual journey closer to your physical experience.
Intuition will take a front seat throughout this cycle; you will have to use caution at
first, then you will fly! Home is your safe place today and you will find a certain project
will be easier than you thought. Take a few moments with your spouse or lover to
express your true feelings. An answer will be discovered this evening. This evening you
should definitely enjoy being off the clock and comfortably at your home, Aquarius. 

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 1861

ACROSS
1. A long thin fluffy scarf of feathers or fur.
4. A support or foundation.
12. The unit of frequency.
15. Electronic warfare undertaken to pre-

vent or reduce an enemy's effective
use of the electromagnetic spectrum.

16. A decrease of transmitted power in a
mechanical system caused by slipping.

17. Any high mountain.
18. According to the Old Testament he was

a pagan king of Israel and husband of
Jezebel (9th century BC).

20. Building material used as siding or
roofing.

22. A member of the Uniat Church.
24. The Tibeto-Burman language spoken

in the Thailand and Burmese border-
lands.

25. (British) A waterproof raincoat made of
rubberized fabric.

26. United States surrealist painter (born in
France) (1900-1955).

28. A group of cattle or sheep or other
domestic mammals all of the same
kind that are herded by humans.

29. On or toward the lee.
30. The month following January and pre-

ceding March.
31. Title for a civil or military leader (espe-

cially in Turkey).
33. God of the sky.
38. (astronomy) The angular distance of a

celestial point measured westward
along the celestial equator from the
zenith crossing.

41. A British peer ranking below a
Marquess and above a Viscount.

44. The smallest multiple that is exactly
divisible by every member of a set of
numbers.

49. 100 thebe equal 1 pula.
51. An amino acid that is found in the cen-

tral nervous system.
53. Toward the mouth or oral region.
54. Essential oil or perfume obtained from

flowers.
56. Completely free from dirt or contami-

nation.
58. (Greek mythology) Daughter of Zeus

and Demeter.
60. Sheet that forms a distinct (usually flat)

section or component of something.
61. Naked freshwater or marine or para-

sitic protozoa that form temporary
pseudopods for feeding and locomo-
tion.

64. Or or related to acetic acid.
68. The vein in the center of a leaf.
70. A loose sleeveless outer garment made

from aba cloth.
71. Black tropical American cuckoo.
72. A bitter alkaloid found in coffee and tea

that is responsible for their stimulating
effects.

74. A machine-readable version of a stan-
dard dictionary.

75. Imperial dynasty that ruled China
(most of the time) from 206 BC to 221
and expanded its boundaries and
developed its bureaucracy.

76. Arranged like rays or radii.
77. A sweetened beverage of diluted fruit

juice.

DOWN
1. An outstanding example of its kind.
2. Type genus of Ochnaceae.
3. At full speed.

4. A note appended to a letter after the
signature.

5. Angular distance above the horizon
(especially of a celestial object).

6. Something with a round shape like a flat
circular plate.

7. An ancient Hebrew unit of dry measure
equal to about a bushel.

8. A cut of pork ribs with much of the meat
trimmed off.

9. One who accepts an offer.
10. A temporally organized plan for mat-

ters to be attended to.
11. A chronic inflammatory collagen dis-

ease affecting connective tissue (skin
or joints).

12. An esoteric or occult matter that is tra-
ditionally secret.

13. Repetition to gain special emphasis or
extend meaning.

14. English explorer who with Sir Richard
Burton was the first European to
explore Lake Tanganyika.

19. The quantity that a bag will hold.
21. A member of the Siouan people for-

merly living in the Missouri river valley
in NE Nebraska.

23. The third day of the week.
27. A soft silvery metallic element.
32. The dialect of Albanian spoken in

northern Albania and Yugoslavia.
34. An expensive vessel propelled by sail

or power and used for cruising or rac-
ing.

35. A medieval helmet with a visor and a
neck guard.

36. A radioactive element of the actinide
series.

37. Open-heart surgery in which the rib
cage is opened and a section of a
blood vessel is grafted from the aorta
to the coronary artery to bypass the
blocked section of the coronary artery
and improve the blood supply to the
heart.

39. A language group of the Hokan family.
40. Any of a class of organic compounds

that contain the divalent radical -
CONHCO-.

42. A metallic element having four
allotropic forms.

43. An Iranian language spoken in
Afghanistan.

45. Exercise that increases the need for
oxygen.

46. The condition of having no arms.
47. Disinclined to work or exertion.
48. In a heated manner.
50. Someone who bakes commercially.
52. Covering designed to be worn on a

person's body.
55. A ductile gray metallic element of the

lanthanide series.
57. A long wooden bench with a back.
59. The capital of Morocco.
62. Tropical Asian starlings.
63. (Norse mythology) Ruler of the Aesir.
65. A Tibetan or Mongolian priest of

Lamaism.
66. A United Nations agency created to

assist developing nations by loans
guaranteed by member governments.

67. (of a young animal) Abandoned by its
mother and raised by hand.

69. A federation of North American labor
unions that merged with the Congress
of Industrial Organizations in 1955.

73. A heavy ductile magnetic metallic ele-
ment.

Yesterday’s SolutionDaily SuDoku

Wordsearch Puzzle

Leo, your home is the place you hold dear above all other places; your
legacy grows more important each year. You love being held in high

esteem and viewed as someone who makes a difference. You want to achieve much and
you want to do it in the best way possible; work smarter not harder comes to mind. You
have no room for fiction or fantasy today and you are in a mood of making things hap-
pen in a realistic way; others depend on you for your foresight and enthusiasm. You
may not be in a good position to teach or lead as this energy is low for you today. Focus
on your happy home life and a new hobby you have started. Your evening will provide a
perfect opportunity to observe and learn new ways to effect change, Leo. 

Capricorn, you desire security: a personal, close forever relationship,
your fortress on the hill. You won t approve of a person s impractical

treatment of a problem. This person does not think as you do and you may find your-
self at odds. The timing couldn’t be better for reaching out to others with innovative
ideas; you feel animated and energetic. You will be chatty and jovial today. New con-
cepts and strategies seem to materialize from thin air. You could speak to an older
person regarding your personal and private circumstances; mutual respect grows
from this interaction. This is a great time to return emails, letters or calls; a visit from
you would be welcome. Unwind this evening with a friend and rest well, Capricorn. 
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Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)

DIAL161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION

Arrival Flights on Monday 19/3/2018
Airlines Flt Route Time
JAI 572 Mumbai 00:05
JZR 607 Kochi 00:10
KAC 504 Beirut 00:30
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
JZR 539 Cairo 00:50
KAC 102 London 00:50
PGT 858 Istanbul 00:55
THY 772 Istanbul 00:55
RJA 642 Amman 01:05
DLH 625 Bahrain 01:45
THY 764 Istanbul 01:50
JZR 555 Alexandria 02:15
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 02:15
QTR 1086 Doha 02:20
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:30
KLM 446 Bahrain 02:30
WAN 548 KTM 02:40
OMA 643 Muscat 02:55
KKK 1268 Istanbul 02:55
MSC 501 Alexandria 03:00
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:10
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
QTR 1076 Doha 03:50
KAC 382 Delhi 04:15
KAC 1544 Cairo 04:25
KAC 418 Manila 04:25
UAE 873 Dubai 04:25
KAC 784 Jeddah 04:35
KAC 284 Dhaka 04:50
FDB 069 Dubai 04:55
JZR 609 Hyderabad 05:10
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:20
JZR 143 Doha 05:25
THY 770 Istanbul 05:25
KAC 346 Ahmedabad 05:30
KAC 332 Trivandrum 05:40
KAC 344 Chennai 05:50
KAC 302 Mumbai 06:10
KAC 362 Colombo 06:25
KAC 678 Dubai 06:30
WAN 338 Alexandria 06:40
KAC 206 Islamabad 06:50
KAC 204 Lahore 07:10
BAW 157 London 07:10
KAC 354 Bengaluru 07:35
FDB 053 Dubai 07:35
JZR 503 Luxor 07:45
KAC 384 Delhi 08:00
IAW 157A Al Najaf 08:00
KAC 358 Kochi 08:05
UAE 855 Dubai 08:35
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:05
QTR 1070 Doha 09:10
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
IRA 667 Esfahan 10:00
WAN 342 Sohag 10:15
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
AXB 890 Mangalore/Bahrain 11:10
QTR 1074 Doha 11:20
JZR 165 Dubai 11:30
WAN 134 Doha 11:55
MEA 404 Beirut 11:55
IAW 157B Al Najaf 12:00
RBG 553 Alexandria 12:15
KAC 286 Dhaka 12:35
JZR 561 Sohag 12:45
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
KAC 774 Riyadh 13:40
KNE 231 Riyadh 14:10

KAC 692 Muscat 14:15
KAC 618 Doha 14:15
FDB 059 Dubai 14:20
QTR 1078 Doha 14:20
KAC 672 Dubai 14:25
KAC 412 Bangkok 14:35
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:40
KAC 364 Colombo 14:40
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:45
KAC 662 Abu Dhabi 14:55
IAW 157C Al Najaf 14:55
KNE 529 Jeddah 14:55
KAC 304 Mumbai 15:10
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:10
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:15
JZR 787 Riyadh 15:30
KAC 562 Amman 15:30
KAC 502 Beirut 15:30
OMA 645 Muscat 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
QTR 1072 Doha 15:55
SAW 705 Damascus 16:00
ABY 127 Sharjah 16:00
KAC 118 New York 16:00
FDB 051 Dubai 16:40
RJA 640 Amman 16:55
KAC 542 Cairo 17:05
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
WAN 954 Baku 17:15
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:40
UAE 875 Dubai 18:00
FDB 063 Dubai 18:10
JZR 177 Dubai 18:15
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30
QTR 1080 Doha 18:50
KAC 744 Dammam 19:10
KAC 776 Riyadh 19:20
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:25
KAC 156 Istanbul 19:30
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:30
KAC 674 Dubai 19:45
FDB 057 Dubai 19:50
KAC 616 Bahrain 19:55
KNE 381 Taif 20:00
KAC 620 Doha 20:15
OMA 647 Muscat 20:20
QTR 1088 Doha 20:45
DLH 624 Frankfurt 20:45
KAC 162 Geneva 21:00
KAC 168 Paris 21:20
MEA 402 Beirut 21:20
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:20
ALK 229 Colombo 21:20
KAC 786 Jeddah 21:25
UAE 859 Dubai 21:35
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
KLM 445 Amsterdam 21:50
WAN 116 Bahrain 21:50
KAC 564 Amman 22:00
QTR 1082 Doha 22:05
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:15
AIC 975 Chennai/Goa 22:25
SVA 514 Riyadh 22:30
JZR 241 Amman 22:40
SVA 502 Jeddah 22:45
JZR 185 Dubai 23:10
JAI 574 Mumbai 23:15
MSC 405 Sohag 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:45
MSC 411 Asyut 23:55

Departure Flights on Monday 19/3/2018
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 982 Ahmedabad/Chennai 00:05
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:35
PIA 206 Lahore 01:00
JAI 571 Mumbai 01:05
BBC 044 Dhaka 01:30
JZR 502 Luxor 01:30
JZR 142 Doha 01:45
KAC 677 Dubai 01:50
KAC 363 Colombo 02:00
KAC 417 Manila 02:00
THY 773 Istanbul 02:30
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:30
DLH 625 Frankfurt 02:45
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 03:05
QTR 1087 Doha 03:40
KLM 446 Amsterdam 03:55
KKK 1269 Istanbul 03:55
OMA 644 Muscat 03:55
MSC 502 Alexandria 04:00
THY 765 Istanbul 04:00
ETD 306 Dhabi 04:05
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
KAC 303 Mumbai 05:30
QTR 1077 Doha 05:30
FDB 070 Dubai 05:45
UAE 874 Dubai 06:15
JZR 560 Sohag 06:25
THY 771 Istanbul 06:50
JZR 164 Dubai 06:55
RJA 643 Amman 07:05
GFA 212 Bahrain 07:15
KAC 413 Bangkok 07:20
KAC 167 Paris 07:35
KAC 501 Beirut 08:00
KAC 161 Geneva 08:20
FDB 054 Dubai 08:35
KAC 787 Jeddah 08:40
KAC 691 Muscat 08:50
BAW 156 London 08:50
IAW 158A Al Najaf 09:00
KAC 117 New York 09:00
KAC 561 Amman 09:40
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
KAC 671 Dubai 09:45
KAC 101 London 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 10:00
KAC 541 Cairo 10:00
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:10
KAC 773 Riyadh 10:10
KAC 617 Doha 10:15
QTR 1071 Doha 10:20
KAC 155 Istanbul 10:25
KAC 661 Abu Dhabi 10:30
FDB 056 Dubai 10:35
IRA 666 Esfahan 11:00
SGL 4101 IQA 11:00
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:25
JZR 786 Riyadh 11:55
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:00
AXB 890 Mangalore 12:10
QTR 1075 Doha 12:30
JZR 606 Kochi 12:45

MEA 405 Beirut 12:55
IAW 158B Al Najaf 13:00
RBG 554 Alexandria 13:00
JZR 176 Dubai 13:40
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
KNE 382 Taif 15:00
KAC 673 Dubai 15:05
FDB 060 Dubai 15:10
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:25
KAC 785 Jeddah 15:25
QTR 1079 Doha 15:30
SVA 501 Jeddah 15:45
KNE 530 Jeddah 15:45
KAC 775 Riyadh 15:50
KAC 283 Dhaka 15:50
IAW 158C Al Najaf 15:55
KAC 743 Dammam 16:05
KAC 563 Amman 16:10
KAC 619 Doha 16:10
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20
OMA 646 Muscat 16:35
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:40
KAC 615 Bahrain 16:40
SAW 706 Damascus 16:55
JZR 240 Amman 17:15
QTR 1073 Doha 17:15
FDB 052 Dubai 17:40
UAE 858 Dubai 17:45
RJA 641 Amman 17:55
KAC 331 Trivandrum 18:00
JZR 538 Cairo 18:15
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 184 Dubai 18:30
JZR 608 Hyderabad 18:40
KAC 381 Delhi 18:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:10
UAE 876 Dubai 19:30
MSR 621 Cairo 19:30
QTR 1081 Doha 20:00
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:05
GFA 218 Bahrain 20:15
KAC 357 Kochi 20:30
FDB 058 Dubai 20:35
KAC 345 Ahmedabad 20:40
KNE 232 Riyadh 20:50
KAC 301 Mumbai 20:50
KAC 353 Bengaluru 20:55
OMA 648 Muscat 21:20
KAC 1543 Cairo 21:20
DLH 624 Bahrain 21:30
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
QTR 1089 Doha 22:00
KAC 205 Islamabad 22:05
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:10
MEA 403 Beirut 22:20
ALK 230 Colombo 22:25
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:30
KAC 383 Delhi 22:40
KLM 445 Bahrain 22:50
UAE 860 Dubai 23:00
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:05
QTR 1083 Doha 23:20
SVA 515 Riyadh 23:30
WAN 337 Alexandria 23:45
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Automated enquiry
about the Civil ID card is

1889988

For labor-related
inquiries and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

I, JAGADHABI SUJATHA
(old name), R/o.
Tadikalabylu,
Chennarajupodu,
Obulavaripalli Mandal,
Kadapa District, A.P., India,
have changed my name as
SIBYALA SUJATHA (new
name) W/o. SIBYALA SUB-
RAMANYAM RAJU.

I, JAGADHABI NAGARAJU
(old name), R/o. Door No.
10-4A, Tadikalabailu,
Korlakunta, Obulavaripalli
Mandal, Kadapa District,
A.P., India, have changed
my name as SIBYALA SUB-
RAMANYAM RAJU (new
name) S/o. SIBYALA SUB-
BARAMA RAJU. (C 5386)
18-3-2018

CHANGE OF NAME



nne-Marie is “nervous” about
her forthcoming tour. The
‘Friends’ hitmaker kicks of her
UK headline run at O2 Institute

Birmingham on Monday , and while she is
“excited” to perform for her fans, she’s
been struggling with insomnia after
binge-watching wedding TV show ‘Say
Yes To The Dress’. Taking to Twitter on
Sunday morning she explained: “I’m so
excited/nervous about tour I’ve been
watching Say yes to the dress on repeat
every night all night for the past week. I
repeat, I have not slept. I repeat, tour
starts MONDAY! (sic)” The 26-year-old
pop beauty then asked “the sleep God”
to fix her. She added:” Who’s the sleep
god? The god of sleep. Can u tell them to
help me out (sic)” The ‘Heavy’ singer pre-
viously confessed she is a “bit scared”
about releasing her debut album. ‘Speak
Your Mind’ is out next month and though
she’s been waiting ages for fans to hear
her record, she is nervous about the
reaction when it finally drops. She said:

“It’s finally coming. It’s actually so scary
now as well. I was really impatient about
it coming out, and now it’s finally on, I’m a
bit scared.  “It’s called ‘Speak Your Mind’,
and yeah I’m excited. I can’t wait... “It’s
scary because it’s taken about five years,
it’s been in the making for five years.
“People’s expectation is scaring me, cos I
hope that they like it, but you never know.
I’m just hoping everyone likes it. I’ve tried
to put as much as myself on it as possible.
“Loads of different vibes, different sub-
jects, different things that I’m talking
about - it ’s just scary.” Anne-Marie
admitted she’s had every detail of the
record planned for a long time, but
feigned ignorance when asked about it
until  recently. Speaking to BANG
Showbiz, she said: “I knew everything
about it, all of it. I knew the title of it, I
knew what songs were gonna be on it,
and I was like ‘I don’t know.’ 
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hawn Mendes appears to be teasing new
music. The Canadian pop star has changed his
social media display pictures to a grey icon
with a floral design and added two blank

coloured squares to his pages on Twitter, Instagram and
Facebook, one in the same shade and the other baby
pink, sending fans into overdrive.  It comes weeks after
Shawn tweeted saying he can’t wait to get back to play-
ing live with new songs. He told his 17.8 million fans:
“Absolutely dying to get back on the road. With all new
music. (sic)” Two weeks ago before, the 19-year-old
singer shared a topless photo of him on a wooden swing
on a beach from his vacation on Instagram, whilst drop-
ping a hint that his new album will be with fans “soon”.

He simply captioned the post: “album soon come (sic)”
The heartthrob previously admitted that he wanted to
“explore a little bit” with the much-awaited follow-up to
his second studio LP ‘Illuminate’, which was released in
2016. And the ‘Mercy’ hitmaker was inspired by “some
old school rockers” and Michael Jackson on his new
tunes. He said: “I’ve been listening to some old school
rockers; I’ve listened to a lot of Michael Jackson, and just
[am] trying to explore a little bit. I think the album is
gonna be not just one particular thing - it’s gonna be a
kind of exploration of music.” The ‘Stitches’ star has a
number of celebrity friends, including Taylor Swift, who
he says offered him advice that he has taken through his
performing life. He said: “She [Taylor] told me to never be

afraid to get on stage in front of people who want to be
there.  “Because they want to have fun and they’re not
there to judge you. Every single time before I get on
stage now, I really, really think about that.” Meanwhile,
Shawn revealed much of the record would be penned on
the road, but he’ll be taking his time with it to make sure
it’s perfect.  He shared: “We’re trying to plan everything
so that there’s time to make music, too. I’ll be writing and
recording a lot on the road. I want to make sure I have a
good amount of time to create the next album.”

S

S
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ack White expects his new
album will “upset” people. The
42-year-old singer is preparing
to release ‘Boarding House

Reach’ and he knows the diverse record -
which features funk, psychedelia, spoken
word and electro - won’t please his entire
fan base but it was something he “had to”
put out. He said: “I know that certain
things will upset people. “It’s hard to say,
‘Man, I know that some people are going
to have problems with it but I still have to
put it out.’ “ But Jack isn’t too worried as
he knows his fan base will always change,
so the most important thing is for him to
like the record. He added: “I don’t know
what it feels like to dislike one of your
own albums. “So far, every time I’ve felt
like I’m pushing myself in a new direction.
“The public might be along for the ride
for certain moments but I’m very happy
with that number fluctuating.” And the
former White Stripes singer has never
really been sure where he fits within the
music world. He said: “I’m too strange for
mainstream, I’m too mainstream for
underground, I’m too this for that. “If 16
year olds run the Internet and popular
perception, what does a 16 year old think
is cool right now? “The last time I put out
an album, that 16 year old was 12! So of
course he or she can’t be blamed for
thinking, ‘Who is Jack White?’ “ The
‘Lazaretto’ singer also can’t understand

why people spend so much time trying to
decode his lyrics. He told Q magazine:
“People take songs too literally. “There’s a
perception that everyone is supposed to
know exactly who this song is about,
which sounds like death to me. “Why
would you want everybody to know
that?”

usan Sarandon always
brings her pet pooch on
set. The Hollywood leg-
end has two

Pomeranians Rigby and Penny,
and she likes to take the latter
with her to work as she adds a
“gentle vibe” wherever she goes.
She told Total Film magazine:
“(The first thing I’ll do is) set up
my teapot and my dog’s bed.
“She’s often photographed on the
set. She helps a lot. She has a very
gentle vibe and ends up being
held by everyone.” The ‘Thelma &
Louise’ star previously admitted
likes to hold her first dates at a pet
cemetery.  The 71-year-old
actress thinks the morbid grave-
yard, which contains the remains
of dead animals, in Hyde Park,
London, is the ideal place to take
a man she’s trying to woo because
it’s quiet.  She said when asked
where she’d take someone on their
first date: “Maybe the pet ceme-
tery in Hyde Park? It’s something
you probably haven’t done before
and would give you lots of time to
talk.” The legendary star has
started thinking about death and
has decided to dish out col-
lectibles - such as art pieces - to
her children; Eva Amurri, 33, Jack

Robbins, 28, and Miles Robbins,
25, while she’s alive. She
explained: “Right now I’m in the
process of giving everything away,
so I did have a lot of fairly well-
known photographs - and some
art - but I’m passing everything
on to my children while I’m still
alive. I have some magnificent
photographs from Sebasti?o
Salgado that I’m giving to them-
and some Picasso etchings .. .
“‘When you’re on your deathbed,
none of these other things will
matter.’ Mary-Louise Parker told
me that in the middle of a crisis.”
But just because she’s getting old-
er, Susan has no intention of slow-
ing down and has has admitted
she would thoroughly enjoy
wreaking havoc, while smoking
cannabis, if she were let loose in a
building in the English capital
overnight.  Asked what building
she would choose, she said:
“Maybe the National Gallery or
the V&A Museum - that would be
fun. I’d probably just get high and
wander around.”

S
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White can’t 
please everyone

licia Vikander had
to be “forced” to
take time off from
her ‘Tomb Raider’

training plan. The 29-year-old
actress threw herself into her
fitness plan to get in shape to
play Lara Croft and her train-
er Magnus Lygdback was
impressed by her dedication
to the project. He said: “I
came into this project know-
ing Alicia would bring it.
“She’s a former ballerina and
the work ethic of a ballerina is
just something different, men-
tally. “If I asked for 15 reps,
she would do 16.  “I would
force her to take a day off.”
Magnus has previously
trained the likes of Alexander
Skarsgard to play Tarzan, Ben
Affleck for Batman, and
‘Wonder Woman’ star Gal
Gadot and admitted he can be
a “nerd” when it comes to
creating programs for his
famous clients. He told Grazia
magazine: “I’m a nerd, I take it
pretty far. “I use mood
boards, it could be different
female athletes or a particular

environment. “For ‘Tomb
Raider’, I sat down with Alicia
and the director, Roar Uthaug,
to discuss the character, what
background do they have?
What skills do they need?
She needed to have some
physicality to it and also,
obviously, fighting skills.”
Alicia relished the opportuni-
ty to star in an action movie,
but she recently admitted she
relied on stunt doubles to
shoot certain scenes in the
film. Asked whether she did all
of her own stunts, the Swedish
star said: “I tried to do as
many of them as I could. And
then you have an incredible
team. I just stood there
watching some of these stunt
women that we had who, of
course, kind of made sure that
we can run all those stunts
over and over again. “But I
always did try first and they
helped me. It was important
for me to really try and get up
to a physical level so I would
be able to do it.” 

— Bang Showbiz
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ucy Hale enjoys wearing makeup more now her
skin is clear. The 28-year-old actress said she
likes to play around with her look and try new
products now she has cleared her skin of any

imperfections, and admits she only wears make-up when
she wants to, now her skin is “smoother”. Speaking to
Cosmopolitan.com about her “miracle worker” products
she said: “Now that my skin is clear I like using blushes. I
used to not like to because it was hard to blend it when
you have a bunch of other stuff on, but I like blush.
[Biologique Recherche Lotion P50] it’s got phenol in it,
so it smells funky, but it’s a miracle worker. Apparently
you have to use it for nine months before you see any
real benefit, but for me, it makes my skin look tighter and

smoother. I’m at the point now where if I don’t have to
wear makeup, I don’t want to, and this kind of blurs
everything out.” The former ‘Pretty Little Liars’ star said
her favorite deodorant is the Degree Ultraclear Black &
White Deodorant in ‘Pure Rain’ because she likes to re-
wear her stylish outfits without fear of ruining the cloth-
ing from deodorant  She said: “I’m someone who re-
wears clothes. I used to be the girl who would buy a
bunch of stuff, and now it’s just more about quality than
quantity, and there’s nothing worse than not being able to
wear something because of deodorant stains. The whole
point of this deodorant is you can wear it with black and
white clothing (which is my whole closet anyway)
because on white, it doesn’t turn [the top] yellow, and on

black, it doesn’t leave white marks.” And Lucy - who
stars in the new show ‘Life Sentence’ which premiered
this month in America - says her “all-time favorite” make-
up products are Dior’s Diorshow Brow Styler Precision
Brow Pencil and Giorgio Armani Beauty Luminous Silk
Foundation. 

tephanie Shepherd is making a name for her-
self without former boss Kim Kardashian West.
Stephanie used to be the ‘Keeping Up with the
Kardashians’ star’s assistant but they parted

ways after things got complicated when she became
close to Kim’s older sister Kourtney and now Stephanie
is following in the Kardashian sisters’ footsteps by mod-
eling for a new jewelry line. She is the new face of jewelry
brand 8 Other Reasons latest ‘Woman’ campaign which
revolves around “strong, independent women every-
where”. Kim’s long-term assistant has racked up an
impressive one million Instagram followers since joining

the Kardashian West team in 2013, but she was asked to
leave her position in 2017 after Stephanie reportedly
wanted to transition into a bigger role within Kim’s
empire and their friendship came in the way of the busi-
ness. A source told People: “Kim gave her the chance but
after a short period of time it became clear that
Stephanie just didn’t have the knowledge to take on a
role like that. Kim made an executive decision to part
ways. Steph went from being an assistant to being a
celebrity, for a regular girl, she has a huge social media
following. She loves the attention, but it took away from
her job. There was a feeling that being Kim’s assistant,
Steph should stay more in the background. But Kim is
the one who helped her get the followers by posting pic-
tures with Steph.” However, Kim revealed there is no bad
blood between her and Stephanie - who was often pic-
tured with the Kardashian sisters as they travelled the
world - and their parting was “respectful”. In an episode
of ‘Keeping Up with the Kardashians’ Kim recalled their
conversation before she asked Stephanie to leave saying:
“I said, ‘I love you a lot, like a sister, and this conversa-
tion is really hard for me to have. But I just think that
you’ve outgrown your position here. She was like, ‘I
totally get it and I totally respect you and you’ve taught
me everything. I’m so grateful and I’ve been with you for
five years.’”

Baldwin’s ‘super
chill’ date outfit 

ailey Baldwin knows how to dress for
lunch with an ex-boyfriend. The 21-
year-old model has previously been
romantically linked to singers Shawn

Mendes, 19, and Justin Bieber, 24, in the past, but
the blonde beauty is currently single and con-
fessed she has perfected the art of break-up sar-
casm by joking about wearing a “super chill” ball
gown to a lunch date with an ex. In a video
showcasing the new Pandora Shine jewelry col-
lection for Vogue.com, Hailey is wearing a skin-
tight red gown with a thigh-high split, and she
joked: “So my ex called me, and he wanted to go
for lunch and I wanted to wear something really
kind of subtle, super chill, very casual. Because I
just want him to understand that I’m over it and I
just don’t even really care anymore, so yeah, this
was a good option.” The ‘Drop The Mic’ host
also shared snippets of her personal style from
sunglasses for “blocking out the haters” to mix-
ing up her jewelry for a “sexy” look. Showing off
the 18k gold-plated jewelry stacked on her
tanned skin, she said: “Now it’s starting to get
hot out, I want to go through my closet and pick
out some of my favorite spring/summer looks. “I
love mixing a lot of shimmery shiny golden jew-
elry together, I think that when you have a tan it
looks very [winks]. I like to stack up my jewelry
because essentially I just think it looks cool,
sexy. I like to wear a lot of rings because I feel
like they’re kind of my good luck charm. “As I see
it, you don’t need an excuse to wear something
sparkly, you can do that every day” Meanwhile,
Hailey - whose dad is actor Stephen Baldwin -
did divulge the ideal qualities she looks for in a
partner admitting she is “very, very picky”.
Speaking to Us Weekly magazine, she said: “I
look for somebody who’s like funny and can
make me laugh. I’m very, very picky, like I am
particularly very specific and I know like pretty
much immediately if I’m gonna get along with
somebody in the capacity of dating or not.  “I
mean, I hang out with people obviously and get
to know them. It takes me a long time to feel like
I can warm up to somebody before I ever even
consider dating them.”

indy Crawford has revisited her 1980s begin-
nings for her shoot for the new Reserved cam-
paign.  The 52-year-old supermodel has
proved time hasn’t changed her influence on

the fashion industry as she looks fresh and youthful in the
‘I LOVE YOU CINDY’ campaign film - shot by Gordon
von Steiner - for the Polish high-street brand, and the
brunette beauty shows her playful side as she dances
through the streets in a bright pink suit. Speaking to
Vogue.com about her favorite outfits from the set, she
said: “I loved all the suits we wore for the commercial but
I have to say the pink one was my favorite. I love the col-
or for spring and paired with flats made it look modern
and perfect for dancing!” The 80’s style of the campaign
video reflects her early modeling years during the era
which catapulted Cindy to fame, and she reflected on her
favorite memories from the decade. When asked what her
highlight from the 80s was, she said: “Wow, that’s a hard
question, I was just starting high school in the beginning
of the ‘80s and by the end of the ‘80s, I was living in New
York modeling. Certainly getting my first Vogue cover
was a highlight!” Cindy is wearing a striped white suit on
the set of a retro soap with ‘Stranger Things’ star Dacre
Montgomery in one scene, and is exercising in colorful
gym gear in another, but the model mum- who raises
Kaia, 16, and Presley, 18 with husband Rande Gerber -
admits her outfits are much more casual now. She said: “I
live in Malibu so most days find me in jeans, a T- shirt and
a leather jacket.” Reserved launched only six months ago
in the UK but has already had campaigns with famous
faces including Kate Moss, Adwoa Aboah, Jourdan Dunn,
Jon Kortajarena and Irina Shayk, and Cindy is happy to
be following in their footsteps. She said: “What Reserved
have done with their campaigns has been really smart. I
loved Kate [Moss]’s really timeless visual, and then the
incredibly current campaign at Christmas with Adwoa,
Jourdan and Irina ... I’m happy to be added to this line-up
with something that feels nostalgic but is also surprising.
I think the brand is keeping people on their toes.”

Crawford revisits
past in Reserved

campaign 

iara feels “honored” to star in the new
Pandora Shine campaign. The 32-year-old
singer features in the new adverts, which
show her singing ‘Let It Shine’, whilst

sporting some of the new 18-karat gold-plated silver
products - the first jewelry collection of its type cre-
ated by Pandora since the company’s inception in
1982 - and she admits she “feels a part of history” by
collaborating with the brand she’s been a fan of when
she was growing up. Speaking to PeopleStyle, she
said: “I feel like I am a part of history right now
because it is the first time Pandora has done this type
of collection. I’ve been a huge fan of the brand for
years, since I was growing up. For me, I felt honored
that they chose me.” The Grammy Award-winning
artist - who is also the face of make-up brand Revlon
- said her favorite item from the collection was the
honeycomb choker, which she wore in the campaign
photos. She said: “In the campaign photo, I wore two
together. I like stacking them. With this choker, you
can mix anything with it and it looks good.” And the
mother-of-two said it’s important for her to have sen-
timental jewelry to remind her of her husband, NFL
player Russell Wilson and their two children, son
Future, 3, and daughter Sienna, 10 months. Speaking
about her own important pieces of jewelry, Ciara
explained: “I actually have a few [sentimental pieces].
I would say my engagement ring and my bands obvi-
ously are really special for many reasons. Becoming
one with someone, it doesn’t get any more special
and sweeter than that. “I also have these dog tags I
got for myself and one for my husband with our kids’
birth dates on them. I got it for him in celebration of
Father’s Day and of course I wanted to match, so I
got them made for all of us. Future will not wear his,

but I think eventually he will want to. I take Sienna’s
and wrap it around my wrist like a bracelet some-
times.” And Ciara has said that starring in Pandora’s
campaign made her want to ask her mother for some
jewelry from her personal collection which she can
pass on to her kids in the future. She said: “I actually
don’t have any jewelry pieces from my mom! I was
thinking about that. But I think now being a part of
this collection, it is kind of inspiring me to say like,
‘Uh, what do you have in your closet that I can take?’ 
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shley Graham admits her confidence always
gets a huge boost if she’s having a “fabulous”
hair day. The 30-year-old model is adding to
her growing list of high-profile jobs by joining

forces with haircare brand Pantene and she believes hav-
ing a good hair day can give her “a positive outlook”.
Speaking to PeopleStyle, she said: “Confidence comes
from within, but having a great hair day definitely helps.
My hair looks fabulous, I have a positive outlook on the
day, and I know I can accomplish anything.” Ashley -
who also recently landed a contract as the newest Revlon
spokesperson - has assured her fans that even top mod-
els like her can have bad hair days and she suffers from
flat hair in the humid weather, but she picks herself up
with a treat to the salon to help her feel “fresh”.  She said:
“The best hair day is any day after I get my hair done at
the salon. I always leave with my hair feeling soft, volumi-
nous and fresh. The worst hair day always involves being
outside in bad humidity or the rain! My hair is already

flat so the rain completely ruins it.” The ‘America’s Next
Top Model’ host gushed her hair is so “easy to maintain”
that she only has to use a texturizing spray to give it an
extra boost. She said: “I can really do anything with my
hair - it curls great, can be worn straight or pulled in a
fun bun and overall it’s easy to maintain, I wash my hair
every three days. On a daily basis I throw a little texturiz-
ing spray at the ends and the middle. My hair is pretty
easy and manageable so I don’t use a ton of product dai-
ly, maybe just some hair spray before I leave the house.”
And Ashley’s favorite product from the Pantene collection
is the Foam Conditioner which leaves her luscious
brunette locks feeling moisturized. Naming her favorite
product, she said: “The Pantene Foam Conditioner, it’s
lightweight and leaves your hair feeling super moistur-
ized. I’m telling you, try it out for yourself.”

Graham gives tips to feel 
confident on a bad hair day 
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Over 300 VIP guests and dignitaries
including Her Highness Sheikha Bashaya
Al Sabah joined Tina Sharp, General

Manager Bloomingdale’s Kuwait on March 14th
2018, for a high-octane, fun-filled birthday par-
ty to celebrate the iconic store becoming one
year young.

Throughout the day leading up to the event,
the B-Squad dance troupe performed around
360 Mall to spread the word that the event of
the year was happening, and they also per-
formed at regular intervals in-store for the
delighted guests, with their energetic break-
dance routines.  

The buzz was spread across all three levels
of the store, with exciting and valuable spot
prizes and offers, customization stations, make-
up tutorials, a flip-book photo activity, special
appearances by designers Manar of Kuwaiti

based handbag brand Moni & J, and Amanda
Navai, candy floss and other sweet treats
galore, and Bloomies Pizzeria was back by pop-
ular demand.  All the while, DJ Miss Meg had
the crowd dancing while they shopped, and the
Big Brown Bear joined in the fun, showing off
his dance moves and giving big bear hugs to
everyone that he met.  

The outstanding work of local artists was on
display throughout the store, with Razag creat-
ing a live masterpiece in one of the ground floor
windows during the course of the evening.

Popular cafe concept Scene also turned one,
and launched a revamped menu in honor of the
occasion, with a number of new delicacies that
are sure to please their loyal clientele.  

The most famous store in the world is set to
continue giving its customers many reasons to
celebrate, long after the party is over.   
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Fe a t u r e

A man holds up a
preserved coin
specimen during a
historical relic
auction at the
Moudallal cafe,
Arabic for 
“pampered”, in the
Iraqi capital
Baghdad.
— AFP photos

Specimens of 
Iraqis and other
countries’ 
banknotes on 
display at an 
auctioneer’s table
during a historical
relic auction at the
Moudallal cafe,
Arabic for 
“pampered”, in the
capital Baghdad.

At the heart of a Baghdad flea market,
nostalgia for Iraq’s royal past is on full
display as collectors and investors gath-

er to buy relics from a bygone era. Inside the
Moudallal cafe, Arabic for “pampered”, a hun-
dred men from across the country carefully fol-
low the auction of momentos from the nearly
four decades of monarchic rule that ended with
a bloody coup in 1958. “There is a feeling of
nostalgia among the customers. Take the ban-
knotes, their manufacture and quality were
much better before, that’s why the prices go
up,” says 52-year-old auctioneer Ali Hikmat.

With a booming voice, the towering man
who has worked in the covered market since
1992 offers his goods up for to the highest bid-
der. All sorts of keepsakes are up for grabs:
banknotes, coins, stamps and decorations. Most
date back to Iraq’s royal era, but there are also
a few items from the early days of the republic
that followed after general Abdel Karim
Kassem toppled the monarchy.  Nothing is on
offer from the decades of dictatorship under
Saddam Hussein. 

‘It was better before’ 
For the Iraqis hunting out their own souvenir

of the past, the period of royal rule represents a
golden age for their country. The founding of
the Kingdom of Iraq under Faisal I-who fought
alongside T.E Lawrence during World War I-
marked the emergence of the modern state
after the fall of the Ottoman empire. The coun-
try gained independence in 1932 and the
monarchy lasted until Faisal II was executed

during the coup.  “Of course we are nostalgic
for the royal period. All the main structures in
this country were built during that period, be it
bridges, dams and the rest,” says 53-year-old
Ahmad Kamal, who owns a real estate agency
in Baghdad. 

“The royal era marks the beginning of the
Iraqi state,” he says. “If we compare it to today,
it was much better before.” The comparison
between the past and present is a potent one-
as Iraq recovers from its latest round of devas-
tation and bloodshed following the campaign
against the Islamic State group. That violence is
just the latest to roil the country that has been
through war with Iran, the US-led invasion and
a brutal sectarian conflict since the 1980s. Saad
Mohsen, a professor of modern history at the
University of Baghdad, insists that back under
the constitutional monarchy Iraq was “more
democratic and cleaner than today”.

“We were far from the blood and fighting
that we have come to know,” he says.  For
clothing merchant Hussein Hakim, searching out

souvenirs from previous epochs helps him to
delve into Iraq’s rich heritage.  “The past fasci-
nates me,” he says. “I’m interested in the history
of my country through the objects I collect

from the Ottoman period up until the republic,
but it’s the royal era that I prefer most,” the 43-
year-old adds, proudly displaying two effigies
of King Ghazi and King Faisal II.

The weekly auction in this small cafe is
exceptional not only because of the sheer num-

ber of items on sale, but also because every-
thing must be sold regardless of the price,
allowing a lucky few to do snap up some bar-
gains. But the desire for all things connected
with the era of royalty does not mean Iraqis are
looking to bring back the monarch.  

Sharif Ali Ben Hussein, who claims to be the
legitimate heir to the Iraqi throne, has never
managed to get elected to parliament.  In the
wake of the 2003 US invasion, he returned to
Baghdad after 45 years in exile but his claim
that “a clear majority” of people wanted the
monarchy back failed to gain traction.  

For Adel Karim Sabri, who runs the maga-
zine “My Hobby” specializing in stamps and old
bank notes, “the past is always more beautiful
because it is made of memories”.  

And for many of those shopping at this mar-
ket of memories, scouring for relics appears to
have more to do with financial gain than histori-
cal interest. “They buy because they have mon-
ey and it’s a good investment,” the 76-year-old
says. — AFP

Iraqi enthusiasts search 
for relics of royal past

An Iraqi One Dinar banknote specimen being exchanged between two hands during a
historical relic auction.

A man holds up a preserved specimen of a Ten Iraqi Dinar banknote issued in 1947
and bearing the image of Iraq’s former King Faisal II, during a historical relic auction.

A man holds up preserved specimens of Ten Iraqi Dinar banknotes, during a historical
relic auction.

A man holds up a preserved coin specimen during a historical relic auction.

A man holds up a preserved coin specimen during a
historical relic auction at the Moudallal cafe, Arabic
for “pampered”, in the Iraqi capital Baghdad.

A man holds up preserved specimens of various
banknotes, during a historical relic auction.

“ “The royal era marks 
the beginning 

of the Iraqi state

Iraqis attend a historical relic auction.
A woman walking past the entrance of the Moudallal cafe, Arabic for “pampered”, in the capital Baghdad, where auctions for historical
relics and items take place.



MONDAY, MARCH 19, 2018

Established 1961 

Lifestyle

This undated handout photo supplied on March 18, 2018 by Perth’s Cockburn Masters Swimming Club shows swimmers posing with a giant inflatable duck they named Daphne in Perth. — AFP

An Australian swimming club is appealing
for ocean watchers to find their giant
yellow inflatable duck Daphne, after the

mascot was blown into the Indian Ocean with
reported sightings hundreds of kilometers from
where it was launched. The duck, owned by
Cockburn Masters Swimming Club, was last

seen at Perth’s Coogee Beach in the early hours
of March 11 as organizers prepared for a carni-
val. Club president Peter Marr said he tried to
swim after Daphne, which is the size of a cara-
van, but it was moving too fast. “I probably
overestimated my ability and underestimated
Daphne’s hunger for freedom and she just bolt-

ed,” Marr told the Australian Broadcasting
Corporation on Saturday. “After 50 meters she
was just gone baby, gone. I couldn’t keep up.”
The club has posted an appeal on Facebook for
people to look out for the absconded bird, with
a reward of free passes to next year’s event as
well as swimming merchandise if it is returned.

“We’re expecting a ransom note,” Marr
quipped, adding that Daphne cost the club
Aus$900 (US$695). “We’d look after them if
they looked after us.” The ABC said there
were rumors the duck had been spotted off
the western coastal city of Geraldton, some
440 kilometers (270 miles) north of Perth.

Giant inflatable rubber ducks drew interna-
tional attention in 2007 when Dutchman
Florentijn Hofman created one as an artwork.
Hofman’s 18-metre-tall (59-feet) bath toy
travelled to different cities around the world,
ranging from Brazil to Australia, and spawned
many replicas. — AFP

Giant yellow
duck goes
missing off
Australia

Swinging with the karaoke micro-
phone, Lucas Meachem belted out an
“I Believe I Can Fly” that would

instantly put to shame any unsuspecting
amateur who stumbled into the cozy New
York bar. His voice packing an R&B brassi-
ness yet refined with an unforced vibrato,
Meachem is no dabbler in bar singing. He is
one of opera’s rising stars, recently com-
pleting a stint as a male lead in “La
Boheme” at New York’s Metropolitan
Opera-and karaoke was key to his success.

Raised in rural North Carolina,
Meachem got his big break in 2006 when
he visited Paris for the first time as part of a
fellowship and decided to make his move as
opera glitterati went out drinking.

Meachem got on the karaoke machine and
sang “I Believe I Can Fly,” R. Kelly’s ballad
of discovering personal strength, and so
impressed mezzo-soprano Susan Graham
that she recommended him for a part at
Lyric Opera of Chicago.

But karaoke runs deeper for Meachem.
The skill needed to master it-imitating
another’s voice-is how he entered opera.
One of four children supported by a
schoolteacher mother, Meachem grew up
with little exposure to opera, but would
mimic songs on the radio by Top 40 artists
from Michael Jackson to Aerosmith’s
Steven Tyler-whose screeching climax on
“Dream On” is another of Meachem’s
karaoke tricks. One Christmas his mother
gifted him a tape of the Three Tenors-the
legendary trio of Jose Carreras, Placido
Domingo and Luciano Pavarotti. “It was
next to godliness to me that these people

could make this sound with the unamplified
human voice,” he told AFP at the Upper
West Side bar where he showed off his
karaoke prowess. “All of a sudden there
was this type of singing that I could not
replicate,” he said. “After hearing that, it
changed my life forever.” “Sorry, Steven
Tyler, Whitney Houston and Michael
Jackson-rest in peace but you couldn’t
pique my interest in the same way, because
I could already do that.”

Straddling two worlds 
Meachem-who has the strapping frame

of a college athlete yet with piercing blue
eyes and a natural affability-voiced pride in
his North Carolina roots but joked that he
came from “the sticks.” He acknowledged
that starring at the Met, the most presti-
gious US opera house, gave him limited
cachet with childhood friends. “I could go
home and say, ‘I’m singing at the Met and in
Vienna and London and San Francisco and
Chicago and then I say that I sang the
national anthem at the Rangers game in
New York and they say, ‘The Rangers
game-that’s something else!’” With his
insight into two worlds, the 39-year-old has
taken to writing strikingly forthright essays
aimed at aspiring singers.

Devoid of any diva-like pretension, The
Baritone Blog offers everything from advice
on taxes (make sure you pay them!) to his
thoughts on feeling out of place as an
opera singer when he won a Grammy last
year. Elsewhere on the blog, in what could
have been a scene from “Les Miserables,”
he admitted stuffing his coat with food to
survive when he was a student. He also
resorted to calling up food companies to
compliment them on their products, leading
them to send him packages of samples that
would hold him over. He said his experi-
ences helped in “La Boheme” as he played
Marcello, the struggling painter living
among Paris bohemians. “Somebody who
can’t pay the bills-been there before.
Somebody that can’t pay his utility bill, so
it’s cold in the house, and he can’t afford
firewood been there, too,” Meachem said.
“There’s a lot of life imitating art in that
opera for me personally.” Meachem also
offers artistic guidance to new singers on
The Baritone Blog. The most common mis-
take, he said, is not to sing in a forward
position as opera, much unlike karaoke,
involves no microphone. — AFP

From ‘the sticks’ to opera
top bill, thanks to karaoke

Operatic baritone Lucas Meachem, who is
performing in ‘La Boheme’ at the Met, sings
at a karaoke bar. — AFP

One of Russia’s most famous citizens,
French film star Gerard Depardieu,
joined the millions who cast ballots in

yesterday’s presidential election. Depardieu, a
friend of President Vladimir Putin who present-
ed him with a Russian passport in 2013 during a
tax row between the actor and French authori-
ties, voted at the Russian embassy in Paris. The
embassy tweeted a picture of the 69-year-old,
wearing a coat with fur trim and sunglasses
perched on his head, popping his ballot in the
box. “Gerard Depardieu voted in the Russian
presidential election at a polling station at the
Russian embassy in France. Come!,” it tweeted,
urging other Russians in France to follow suit.

A video of the moment, tweeted by a
reporter from Russian broadcaster RT, was
widely circulated on French news sites, where it
triggered a tide of mostly contemptuous
responses. “I don’t like insults but for me this
man is a sellout,” one person tweeted in French.
Another posted a GIF of a man vomiting.
Depardieu caused an uproar in 2012 when he
declared he would hand back his French pass-
port and move to Belgium to avoid a tax hike
by the then Socialist government. His populari-

ty slumped further after he accepted a Russian
passport-and a bear hug-from Putin.

The larger-than-life star of “Cyrano de
Bergerac” and the Asterix & Obelix franchise,
who is still a French citizen, has since become a
staunch defender of the Kremlin’s policies,

including its annexation of Crimea. “I’m a citi-
zen of the world,” he told Italian newspaper
Corriere della Sera in 2016. “France is likely to
become a Disneyland for foreigners, populated
by imbeciles making wine and stinky cheese for
tourists.” — AFP

From Paris with love: Depardieu
votes in Russian election

In this file photo French actor Gerard Depardieu poses during a photocall for the second season of the
French TV show ‘Marseille’ broadcasted and co-produced by US streaming video giant Netflix, in
Marseille, southern France. — AFP

Bangkok graffiti artists painted a mural on
Friday of panthers seated at a “Last
Supper” table, the latest subversive

depiction of an animal that has come to sym-
bolise injustice after a tycoon was accused of
poaching the wild cat. Construction magnate
Premchai Karnasuta, one of Thailand’s wealthi-
est moguls, was arrested in a wildlife sanctuary
in February with guns and animal carcasses,
including that of a black leopard. The brazen
violation of park rules unleashed a wave of
anguish from environmental and political
activists fed-up with the impunity enjoyed by
the kingdom’s elites.

With public protests still banned under a
junta that grabbed power in 2014, the anger has
taken the form of sly street art focused around
the image of the panther. But the movement has
turned into a cat-and-mouse game with
authorities suspected of quickly painting over
the panther art cropping up in public spaces
around the nation. An animal rights group
recently stepped in to pair street artists with
private businesses willing to offer up their
walls. That’s how ten graffitists found them-
selves free to decorate the side of a Bangkok
veterinary clinic on Friday. The group spent the
afternoon spraying large black cats seated

behind a table in a nod to Leonardo da Vinci’s
“The Last Supper”, which depicts Jesus’ final
meal with his apostles before his crucifixion.
“There are (panthers) from each artist at the
same table having dinner for the last time,”

explained a 28-year-old graffiti artist who goes
by “Panda Dew”. Phureerut Ratanavanich, who
co-owns the veterinarian clinic, told AFP he
hoped the mural would keep the panther story
from falling off the front pages. — AFP

Thai graffiti artists lionize slain panther

Graffiti artists spray paint a mural of panthers, in protest against the illegal wildlife poaching by con-
struction tycoon Premchai Karnasuta, in Bangkok. — AFP
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