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News in brief

Amir inaugurates Terminal Four 
at Kuwait International Airport

New terminal to increase the capacity to 25 million travelers 

IS leader’s son killed 

BEIRUT: Hudhayfah Al-Badri, son of Islamic State
group leader Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi, was killed dur-
ing an attack by the jihadists in the central Syrian
province of Homs, the IS propaganda agency Amaq
announced Tuesday. Al-Badri was killed in an “oper-
ation against the Nussayriyyah and the Russians at
the thermal power station in Homs,” the group said in
a statement alongside a photo of a young man hold-
ing an assault rifle. Nussayriyyah is the term used by
IS for the Alawite religious minority sect of President
Bashar Al-Assad. IS declared a cross-border
“caliphate” in Syria and Iraq in 2014, seizing a third
of Iraq during a sweeping offensive. The jihadists
have since lost much ground to separate counter-
offensives by Syrian and Iraqi forces as well as US-
led operations, and the jihadist presence is now con-
fined to a few holdouts.— AFP 

Saudi, Comoros seal deal

MORONI: Saudi Arabia has signed agreements with
Comoros worth $22 million to help finance water and
road infrastructure in the poor Indian Ocean island
nation, as Riyadh seeks to expand its network of
allies against its Gulf rivals. The agreements were
signed during a meeting in the Comoros capital
Moroni on Tuesday between the Saudi interior minis-
ter, Prince Abdulaziz bin Saud bin Nayef and his host
President Azali Assoumani, Comoros officials said.
“The Saudi minister is here with a message from
(King Salman),” the president’s adviser on the Arab
world, Yahya Mohamed Ilyasa, told reporters. “Saudi
Arabia is ready to support Comorians in their push to
have an emerging country by 2030,” he said.
Comoros cut diplomatic ties with Saudi Arabia’s arch
foe Iran in 2016 and with its other regional rival
Qatar in June 2017.— Reuters

KUWAIT: Under the patronage and attendance of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, the opening ceremony of the new Terminal 4
(T4) at Kuwait International Airport was held yester-
day morning. Upon arrival, His Highness the Amir was
received by Minister of State for Housing Affairs and
Minister of State for Services Affairs Jenan Mohsen
Ramadan and Director General of Civil Aviation Sheikh
Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Hamoud Al-Sabah.  

The ceremony was attended by His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, Speaker of the National Assembly Marzouq
Ali Al-Ghanem, His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, and
senior state officials. On her part, Minister of State
for Housing Affairs and Minister of State for Services
Dr Jenan Mohsen Hasan Ramadan said that the inau-
guration of Terminal Four at Kuwait International
Airport (KWI) was a new step towards achieving the
goals of Kuwait’s development through the vision of
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah.

The increasing number of travelers worldwide
requires Kuwait to step up its efforts within the
domains of aviation, said the minister, noting that
the new terminal will increase the capacity to 25
million travelers by 2022. She added that the inau-
guration of the facility will provide necessary job
opportunities for Kuwaitis at the Civil Aviation

Department and will develop the capabilities of the
national carrier Kuwait Airways. During his speech at
the event, Director General of Civil Aviation Sheikh
Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah thanked
His Highness the Amir for supporting aviation projects
in Kuwait. He noted that the Terminal Four project was
planned and completed within a record time of two
years. The project is part of Kuwait’s development
vision 2035, said Sheikh Salman. 

He added that the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) aims to turn Kuwait into a very
active regional aviation center. The DGCA also aimed
to keep up with the growing numbers of passengers,
which is expected to reach 40 million passengers
annually by 2037, with an expected annual income of
no less than $800 million and about 40,000 job
opportunities, he noted.  

Meanwhile, Sheikh Salman said that DGCA’s devel-
opment plan would focus on investing in manpower,
providing local and international training for Kuwaiti
youth in the aviation sector. It also involved issuing
new aviation laws in Kuwait in accordance with inter-
national laws and legislations. Moreover, the plan
includes developing infrastructure and boosting part-
nership between public and private sectors, he said.
The new terminal, which will be specifically used by
Kuwait Airways, stretches over 225,000 square meters.
It has 14 gates, duty free shops and parking space with
a capacity of 2,450 cars. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and other high ranking officials attend the opening of Terminal 4 at
Kuwait International Airport. — KUNA

Houthi rocket hits Saudi 

RIYADH: Yemen’s Houthi rebels yesterday fired a
rocket at Saudi Arabia’s southern Jizan province,
leaving a five-year-old child wounded, Saudi author-
ities said. The child was taken to a local hospital
after the Katyusha rocket struck, civil defense offi-
cials said in a statement carried by the official Saudi
Press Agency. The Iran-backed rebels have ramped
up missile attacks against neighboring Saudi Arabia
in recent months. Saudi Arabia, the UAE and other
allies intervened in Yemen in March 2015 to restore
the internationally recognized government to power
after the Houthis rebels ousted it from swathes of the
country, including the capital Sanaa. Saudi forces
have previously said they have shot down Houthi
missiles with Patriot surface-to-air missiles pur-
chased from the United States. — AFP 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: MPs Ahmad Al-Fadhl and Khaled Al-Shatti
yesterday called for abolishing a 1966 decision that
prohibited the authentication of marriage certificates
for followers of the Bahai faith. The two lawmakers
said that the decision constitutes a breach to Kuwait’s
constitution which stipulates total equality among citi-
zens and accordingly must be abolished.

They said that since there are a number of Bahai citi-
zens, they should be entitled with the same rights and
duties of Kuwaitis belonging to other religions and eth-
nicity. The proposal requires the approval of the
National Assembly, which is currently in summer recess
until October, and the acceptance of the government. It
is not known how many Kuwaitis follow the Bahai faith
but their number, if any, is very small. But Bahais of for-
eign nationalities are believed to be living in Kuwait.

Founded around 150 years ago by Bahaullah in Iran,
the religion spread to a number of Middle Eastern coun-
tries. The number of Bahais is estimated at under seven
million people around the world. Their main shrine is
located in the Palestinian city of Akka which had been
occupied and became part of Israel since 1948.

In another development, the Court of Appeals yes-
terday upheld the acquittal of MP Faraj Al-Arbeed

from charges of buying votes during the 2016
National Assembly election. Arbeed and a lawyer had
been acquitted from the charges by the Criminal
Court. The lawmaker was initially declared a loser of
the election in favor of Marzouk Al-Khalifa but later
the Constitutional Court recounted the votes and
declared him a member of the Assembly and disquali-
fied Khalifa.

Meanwhile, MP Riyadh Al-Adasani yesterday wel-
comed the opening of the new terminal at Kuwait
Airport but called on the government to help Kuwaiti
job seekers to fill the jobs created by the new terminal
which will be operational later this month. The law-
maker urged the government to operate the new ter-
minal on time, take extra care in carrying out the nec-
essary maintenance works and insisted on the need to
open the new airport on time.

MPs call to allow 
authentication of 
Bahai marriage

VIENNA: Austria’s Chancellor Sebastian Kurz and Iranian President Hassan Rouhani (left)
give a joint press conference following a meeting yesterday at the Chancellery. — AFP 

CHENNAI: Photo shows apps for WhatsApp, Facebook, Instagram and other social net-
works on a smartphone. Indian police urged people not to believe false rumors on
WhatsApp.  — AFP 

VIENNA: Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani yesterday was on the second
leg of his European tour seeking assur-
ances over the 2015 nuclear deal, a trip
clouded by the arrest of a Tehran diplo-
mat over an alleged bomb plot against
opposition exiles in Paris. Hoping to
boost economic cooperation to help off-
set the return of US sanctions following
Washington’s pullout from the historic
deal, Rouhani arrived late Tuesday in
Vienna-the city where it was signed.

“Insofar as it is possible for Iran, we
shall remain party to the accord, we shall

not quit the JCPOA (the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action) on con-
dition that we can also benefit from it,”
Rouhani said. “If the other signatories,
apart from the United States, can guar-
antee Iran’s interests then Iran will stay
in the JCPOA”, he insisted. US President
Donald Trump unilaterally pulled out of
the agreement nearly two months ago, to
the ire of the other signatories-China,
France, Germany, Britain and Russia-
which along with the European Union
have continued to back the accord. 

“We need a balance between our
duties and the hypothesis of restric-
tions.... We hope for decisive actions
regarding trade and the economy,”
added Rouhani in comments sending a
message to the other deal signatories,
whose foreign ministers are due to meet
in Vienna on Friday for the first time 

Continued on Page 24
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NEW DELHI: WhatsApp said yester-
day it was “horrified” by a spate of
lynchings in India sparked by false
rumors shared on its platform as the
government accused the messaging
service of irresponsibility.  More than 20
people have been killed in India in the
last two months, according to media
reports, after rumors were spread on

smartphones about child kidnappers,
thieves and sexual predators.

The attacks-usually targeting out-
siders-have left authorities scrambling to
mount an effective response, with
awareness campaigns and public alerts
having limited effect. A stern statement
issued by the electronics and IT ministry
late on Tuesday expressed the govern-
ment’s “deep disapproval” to the senior
management of WhatsApp over the
“irresponsible and explosive messages”.
“The government has also conveyed in
no uncertain terms that WhatsApp must
take immediate action to end this men-
ace,” it added.  

In a letter to the Indian government,
WhatsApp said it “cares deeply about 

Continued on Page 24
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Amir visits China Saturday in his
second state visit since taking office

Sheikh Sabah eyes closer ties in China visit: Envoy 
KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah starts
on Saturday an official second visit to the
People’s republic of China since assuming
rule. During his visit, His Highness the
Amir is set to hold talks with Chinese
President Xi Jinping and top Chinese offi-
cials over efforts to boost bilateral rela-
tions and cooperation in various domains.

On May 10, 2009, His Highness the
Amir visited China for the first time as the
Amir of Kuwait, and signed an agreement
to establish an oil refinery and several
other bilateral agreements in the fields of
education, energy, infrastructure, sports
and environmental protection. On July 5,
2004, when he was a Prime Minister, His
Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad visited
China and signed several bilateral agree-
ments for cooperation between the two
brotherly countries contributed to
increasing the volume of investments and
enhancing trade exchange. Back in 1991,
His Highness the Amir, who was the for-
eign Minister at the time, paid a thanking
and gratitude visit to Beijing following the
liberation of Kuwait from the Iraqi inva-
sion to express Kuwait’s gratitude for the
stand adopted by China in standing up

with the Kuwaiti right and the return of
freedom and legitimacy of Kuwait.

Iraqi Invasion
On December 26, 1990, His Highness

the late Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-

Jaber Al-Sabah paid the People’s republic
of China a three-day visit, the first for a
Kuwaiti Amir, and he was warmly received,
and he discussed with the Chinese leader-
ship ways to end the Iraqi Invasion.

After the liberation of Kuwait, the late
Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad visited
China on November 15, 1991 for three
days where discussions focused on the
issue of Kuwaiti prisoners in Iraq, besides
bilateral relations with Chinese officials.
On April 5, 1995, Kuwaiti Crown Prince
and Prime Minister, the late Sheikh Saad
Al-Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah held talks
with top Chinese state off icials that
focused mainly on enhancing relations
between the two countries in politics,
economy, and trade. His visit to Beijing
lasted until April 10.

As for the first visit paid by a Kuwaiti
official to the Republic of China, it was
back in 1964, when the late Amir of
Kuwait Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, who was the Finance Minister
back then, visited Beijing. Kuwait was the
first Arab and Gulf country that starts
comprehensive diplomatic ties with china
since March 22, 1971. This helped in build-
ing a strong friendship and bilateral rela-

tion with the State of Kuwait.

Signing of agreements
China’s Ambassador to Kuwait Wang Di

said meanwhile that His Highness the
Amir’s visit to Beijing will witness signing
a number of agreements between the two
friendly countries.  “The deals include
vital fields such as commerce, energy and
finance, in addition to the ‘belt and road’
initiative,” said the ambassador in a press
conference held in the embassy’s head-
quarters to announce His Highness the
Amir’s visit to China.  Wang affirmed the
continuous military cooperation between
the two countries, saying that his country
participated in numerous missions to pre-
serve peace in the Middle East.

The Chinese envoy highlighted the
strong ties between Kuwait and China,
appreciating Kuwait ’s contributions
towards many global issues, more recent-
ly, the mediation role His Highness the
Amir played in the Gulf crisis.

Meanwhile, Kuwait and China share
vibrant trade ties, citing a “$12 million
worth of exchanges between the two
countries last year,” including a refinery
project signed in 2014 and the fact that

more than 40 Chinese companies are
doing business in Kuwait.  The last few
years witnessed a number of visits
between Chinese and Arab officials, where
they have increased cooperation in vari-
ous fields, he told the press conference.  

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

KUWAIT: China’s Ambassador to
Kuwait Wang Di speaks during a
press conference yesterday. 

— Photo by Joseph Shagra

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yesterday cables from the
Palestinian and Senegalese Presidents, Mahmoud Abbas

and Macky Sall respectively, congratulating him on the
successful surgery underwent by First Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Nasser Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. His Highness the Amir sent reply
cables to both Presidents, thanking them for their sincere
gesture. 

Separately, His Highness the Amir sent a congratulato-
ry cable to US President Donald Trump on his country’s
242nd independence anniversary. His Highness the Amir
praised the distinguished historical and strategic ties
between the two countries and lauded efforts to extend
bilateral cooperation. His Highness the Amir wished

President Trump and his country all progress and pros-
perity during the Fourth of July celebrations. His Highness
the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah also sent similar cables. 

Crown Prince receives officials
In other news, His Highness the Crown Prince received

at Bayan Palace yesterday His Highness the Prime
Minister. His Highness Sheikh Nawaf also received the
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Lt Gen
Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah. In other news,

National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem
received at his office yesterday Turkish Ambassador to
Kuwait Ayse Koytak.

Separately, Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah
met yesterday with the outgoing Argentinian Ambassador
Jorge Omar Antonio Biga, wishing him well during his
future endeavors. Jarallah met afterwards with Yemeni
Ambassador Ali Mansour bin Sfaa. The meeting focused
on means of enhancing bilateral ties as well as regional and
international developments. Assistant Foreign Minister for
the Deputy Foreign Minister’s Office Ambassador Ayham
Al-Omar attended both meetings. —KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.— KUNA

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah meets with Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Interior Lt Gen Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah.

National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem meets with
Turkish Ambassador to Kuwait Ayse Koytak.

Amir receives
congratulations on
Sheikh Nasser’s surgery

Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah meets with the outgoing Argentinian Ambassador Jorge Omar
Antonio Biga. Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah meets with Yemeni Ambassador Ali Mansour bin Sfaa.

KUWAIT: The origins and educational man-
agement department at the Public Authority
for Applied Education and Training (PAAET)
recently organized an exhibition under the
title of  ‘A Journey Into Our Islamic
Educational Heritage’, under auspices of
Professor Shafi Fahad Al-Mahboub, the
dean of PAAET’s faculty of basic education. 

The exhibition focused on education and
examples of education in Islamic heritage in
its golden era, as well as the methodology
used by educators in the past to develop

their societies. Speaking on the occasion,
Mahboub stressed that PAAET’s adminis-
tration was keen on holding such activities,
and also expressed admiration for students’
interactions and responses towards explor-
ing ‘their historical treasures’.

Meanwhile, Professor Abdullah Al-Azmi,
head of the origins and educational man-
agement department, stressed that the
Islamic educational thinking development’s
major was one of the most important in
preparing and training teachers.
Furthermore, Professor Latifa Al-Kandary,
assistant dean for students affairs,
expressed her excitement to see students’
products displayed in the exhibition, and
pointed out that the faculty was keen on
diversifying its activities. Professor,
Mohammad Malak, a teaching staff member,
stressed that preparations for the exhibition
had been ongoing since Ramadan to include
hundreds of images, miniatures and publi-
cations on Islamic educational ideas and
expressions. 

PAAET faculty
hosts ‘Islamic
Heritage’
exhibition
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His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives a
memento during the ceremony.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
receives a memento during the ceremony. The check-in counters at the new terminal.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and other officials pose for a group picture during the
opening ceremony of Terminal 4 at Kuwait International Airport. —KUNA photos

The departure gate. An LED display board shows the flight schedule at the new terminal.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah tours
Terminal 4 at Kuwait International Airport.

KUWAIT: The new terminal 4 (T4) at Kuwait
International Airport was inaugurated yesterday in a cere-
mony that was attended by top state officials, led by His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. The new terminal, which will be specifically used
by Kuwait Airways, stretches over 225,000 square meters,
has 14 gates, duty free shops and parking with a capacity
of 2,450 cars. It will increase Kuwait International
Airport’s capacity to 25 million travelers by 2022. 

The project is part of Kuwait’s development vision
2035, and helps Kuwait keep up with the growing num-
bers of passengers that is expected to reach 40 million
annually by 2037. The project is projected to make an
expected annual income of no less than $800 million,
and create about 40,000 job opportunities. —KUNA

New terminal helps Kuwait keep up with
the growing numbers of passengers
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Emad Al-Ablani

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Minister of Health Sheikh
Dr Bassel Al-Sabah said Tuesday that fresh
graduates of Kuwait University’s Faculty of
Medicine would be an added value for health
care sector, in which the skilled staff were at
its core. Sheikh Bassel was speaking at the
graduation ceremony of KU’s Faculty of
Medicine, held under auspices of His highness
the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. “I am confident the new
graduates will bear their professional, moral
and humane responsibilities,” he said. He said
the health care has been rapidly evolving,
calling for adapting to state-of-art technology
in all medical specialties and protocols in
order to provide top quality services.

The medical staff, added Sheikh Bassel,
should also make sure they always improve
their skills and abide by the patients’ rights
and safety. Faculty of Medicine’s Dean Dr
Adel Al-Khodhr said Faculty has been meet-
ing international standards adopted in

renowned medical institutions. Khodhr said
the faculty has paid extra attention on the
development of the student as the core ele-

ment in the development of health care. He
said the graduates realized how the health
care system operated. — KUNA

New doctors added value to
health care in Kuwait: Minister

Kuwait University’s Faculty of Medicine celebrates graduates 

Faculty of Medicine’s graduates are seen during the ceremony. A group of graduates celebrate their graduation. 

KUWAIT: Minister of Health Sheikh Dr Bassel Al-Sabah honors a graduate of
Kuwait University’s Faculty of Medicine. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Fawzy Althunayan, General Manager, Board Affairs, ABK, honors grad-
uate Dr Fatima Al-Khalaf.

Minister of Health Sheikh Dr Bassel Al-Sabah
delivers a speech.

Faculty of Medicine’s Dean Dr Adel Al-Khodhr
addresses people in attendance.

NBK grants
Abdullah’s
wish to become
a photographer  
KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait
(NBK) continues its ‘I Dream to Be’ ini-
tiative, a first-of-its-kind initiative that
aims at granting wishes for children with
severe illnesses around Kuwait, giving
them the chance to live their dreams.

Abdul lah Jouda Owayed who is
undergoing treatment at NBK Hospital,
has always dreamt to become a pro-
fessional photographer. NBK helped in
making his dream come true in collab-
orat ing with the photographer
Abdulaziz Al-Sorayea to teach him
basics of photography.

Abdullah is 14 years old and is under-
going treatment at NBK Hospital.
Sorayea gave him one-on-one photog-
raphy lessons; in addition to his personal
basic books. NBK offered Abdullah at
the end of his training a professional
camera and an iPad for him to apply the
fundamentals of photography and enjoy
his skills during his journey of health.

“Abdullah’s dream to become a pro-
fessional photographer   is yet another
wish granted through NBK’s ‘I dream to
be’ initiative. We are proud to be a part
of the children’s dreams and expand our
support to them as much as possible,”
said Joanne Al-Abdul Jaleel, NBK Public
Relations Officer. “The ‘I dream to be’

initiative is a lifetime experience for chil-
dren not only with life-threatening condi-
tions but children with special needs as
well,” she added. “This initiative is a great
way to spread joy and show that there’s
always a positive side to a difficult situa-
tion. We ask children what they want to
be and try to fulfill that for them.”

NBK gives top priority to children
through its commitment to its corporate
social responsibility. NBK works closely
with the Kuwait Association for the Care
of Children in Hospitals (KACCH), Bayt
Abdullah for the Care of Children in
Hospice (BACCH) and several other spe-
cial needs organizations to maximize its
reach to all the children in numerous
hospitals and schools.

NBK has been at the forefront of
supporting Kuwait’s community
through a range of initiatives towards
education, health, sports and social
responsibilities. The establishment of
NBK’s Children Hospital for Oncology
and Hematology at Al-Sabah Medical
Area stands as one of many ongoing
corporate social initiatives towards
health and children. ‘I dream to be’ aims
at focusing and supporting NBK’s
efforts towards children and addressing
their needs as much as possible. 

‘Yalla Watani’
receives 9th
batch of trainees
KUWAIT: The ‘Yalla Watani’ youth qualifying program
at National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) received the 9th

batch of new graduates, who are to receive training to
work at NBK branches. This program, which helps qual-
ify national manpower to work at the banking sector,
comes in the framework of NBK’s support to Kuwaiti
graduates and as part of the bank’s social responsibility
towards youth.

Director General of human resources for NBK group
Emad Al-Ablani said that ‘Yalla Watani’ is part of the train-
ing programs that NBK organizes on an annual basis to
attract Kuwaiti youth, and is prepared in accordance with
the local market’s needs.

ABK sponsors
Faculty of Dentistry
graduation ceremony
KUWAIT: Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) recently
sponsored the graduation ceremony for Kuwait
University, Faculty of Dentistry, which was held at the
Four Seasons Hotel, where 22 students received their
degrees in Dentistry. Attending the graduation ceremo-
ny on behalf of ABK was Fawzy Althunayan, General
Manager, Board Affairs, who said: “The bank’s support
is based on its commitment to the importance of edu-
cating Kuwaiti  youth.  They are not only a valuable
asset, they are the future of Kuwait and the country
depends on them. The medical professional plays a cru-
cial role in the wellbeing of the society and ABK is
proud to be a part of sponsoring this important day as
they end their academic life and transition into a life
change where they will face important challenges in
their career. ABK wishes them every success in their
future and takes this opportunity to congratulate each
one of them.” 
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By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Manpower (PAM)
announced reducing the time that the Interior Ministry
needs to issue an absconding report from 90 to 60 days,
as new measures would be put in effect to make sure the
report is not malicious. 

The authority works in collaboration with various
sectors to develop its automated system and administra-
tive measures in order to cut down the cycle of paper
work needed, Deputy Director of the Labor Protection
Department Abdullah Al-Motoutah said. He added that
4,500 absconding reports were filed since the beginning
of 2018, of which 684 have been so far settled. 

Further, Motoutah said that online services that the
authority provides facilitate companies’ inquiries about
the reports that they make. He
also noted that laborers them-
selves can use online services,
by providing the authority with
their mobile phone numbers. 

In other news, PAM issued
regulations concerning the
transfer of labor visas amongst
private companies, stipulating
that the transfer should be
made after a minimum of one
year following the issuance of
the work permit, and after
obtaining the employer’s approval. Meanwhile, the regu-
lations also stipulate allowing the worker to transfer his
visa within six months in exchange for an extra fee. The
authority exempted companies listed on outstanding
lists, by not allowing the transfer of their laborers before
three years, and limiting the transfer within the industrial
and agricultural sectors to companies working in the
same sectors. 

Non-oil revenues
Official statistics show that six state departments

alone make 87 percent of the non-oil revenues expect-
ed to be collected in the fiscal year 2018-2019, which
are estimated at KD 1.7 billion. Figures also show that
non-oil revenues make up 12 percent of total revenues
in the state’s budget. Furthermore, the numbers show
that the Ministry of Electricity and Water topped the
list by generating 24 percent of the total non-oil rev-
enues (KD 419.7 million).

In addition, the figures show that the Customs
General Department came second by making 20 percent
of non-oil revenues (KD 356 million), followed by the
finance ministry with 17 percent (KD 293.6 million), the
Ministry of Health with 10 percent (KD 184.2 million),
Ministry of Interior with nine percent (KD 159.8 million)
then the Ministry of Services with seven percent (KD
127.8 million).  The statistics also show that tax and fees’
revenues increased this year by 11 percent (KD 56 mil-
lion) to become KD 551 million compared to last year.
They also show that other revenues increased by 16 per-
cent (KD 148.7 million) to become KD 1.09 billion. 

Fertilizers factory
The Petrochemical Industries Company’s fertilizers

factory, which are used to produce ammonia and urea,
have officially been shut down,
company sources said. A spe-
cialized company has already
started dismantling the facto-
ry’s equipment, the sources
explained, adding that
EQUATE would operate the
factory moving forward in
order to manufacture
polypropylene and praxilene.

CO2 emissions 
A recent study made by the

Norwegian University of Sciences and Technology
(NTNU) about carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions and its
effect on climate changes revealed that 18 percent of the
world’s CO2 emissions come from 100 cities alone. The
study showed that Seoul, South Korea topped the list of
1,300 cities in terms of its carbon footprint, while
Kuwait’s Ahmadi City came 20th.  The list also ranked the
Chinese city of Guangzhou, with its population of 14 mil-
lion people, in second place, followed by New York City. 

Notably, carbon footprints is an index of measuring
the average of CO2, or any other greenhouse gas, in the
atmosphere. It measures the total emissions caused by
an individual, event, organization, or product or country.
It is measured by metric ton per year. 

Carbon footprint is divided into two parts; the main
one resulting from burning all types of fossil fuel, and the
sub one, which measures non-direct emissions resulting
from processing various primary production material. 

NTNU researcher Daniel Moran said that he was

Time to issue absconding report
reduced from 90 to 60 days

Ahmadi City ranks 20th worldwide in carbon footprint

KD 1.7 billion
non-oil revenues 

estimated

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: An 11-year-old Syrian boy was kidnapped
and raped in Abu Hulaifa yesterday. The boy was
going to a grocery store when a sports-utility-vehi-
cle pulled over next to him, then a man came out of

it and pulled the kid inside. The suspect took the
boy to an isolated place where he raped him then
left him and disappeared. The boy told his family
about what happened, so they took him to the police
station and lodged a complaint. Detectives are
working on the case.

Kuwaitis can’t
leave GCC with
old passports
KUWAIT: The National i ty and Travel
Documents Department at the Interior Ministry
has informed interior ministr ies at  Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) countries, where
Kuwaitis can travel using their civil IDs only, to
make sure that Kuwaiti travelers possess elec-
tronic passports before allowing them to travel
outside the GCC. Interior ministries at GCC
states were also informed that June 30 was the
last  date in which travel ing using the old
Kuwaiti passport was permitted. Meanwhile,
sources explained that it became a must for any
fugitive to come back to Kuwait to settle his
legal status, then a new passport will be issued
to him. Furthermore, citizens abroad who have
expired passports can go to the nearest Kuwaiti
embassy to receive a travel document that
allows them to travel to Kuwait only.

Monitoring beaches
Municipal Council Member Dr Hassan Kamal

suggested using surveillance cameras and GPS
systems to monitor beaches around Kuwait,
saying that this practice helps keep those vital
public places under control on a 24/7 basis.
Kamal argued that installing surveillance cam-
eras and using drones should not cost much,
especially considering their importance in help-
ing authorities monitor beaches against possible
security breaches or ‘immoral behavior’.

Body found
Police received an emergency call about a

body found on the beach near Al-Shaab Park.
Police and paramedics responded to the scene
and found out that the man was already dead.
Detectives concluded that the man drowned
while fishing after he became stuck in his fishing
equipment. Meanwhile, police are questioning
two persons on suspected foul play, as they
claimed that they were with the victim when he
went missing before reporting the case. 

Driving under the influence 
Dhaher police investigators referred three

GCC nationals to the juveniles prosecution, and

impounded a luxury vehicle that was in their
possession. This came after the three were
involved in an accident while they were under
the influence of drugs. The three were taken to
the proper authorities after they survived an
accident at the Seventh Ring Road in which an
SUV they were driving flipped over. Two of the
suspects were treated onsite while the third
received treatment at the hospital. Police found
hashish inside the suspects’ vehicle. 

Swindlers arrested
A bedoon man and woman swindled and

blackmailed a Kuwaiti citizen out of KD 3,000.
The victim had spent time with the woman after
meeting in  a cafe. A few days later, he received
a call from a person claiming that he is the
woman’s lawyer, and wanted to discuss a case of
‘ sexual assault’ she plans to file. The lawyer
told the man that he could convince his client to
change her mind if he would pay her KD 3,000,
to which the man agreed. But after thinking that
the issue was over, the man received a call a few
months later from the same person, demanding
more money. But this time, the citizen told his
lawyer about what happened. Investigations
revealed that the two are swindlers who planned
to blackmail the Kuwaiti man whenever they
needed money. Both were arrested and handed
to authorities.

Intruder arrested
Jahra detectives are questioning a Syrian man

to reveal the real reason why he entered a
Kuwaiti citizen’s house at dawn, and whether he
had second motives other than burglary.
Meanwhile, the suspect told detectives that he
was beaten hard to the point he thought he was
going to die. A security source said operations
received a call about a stranger who was caught
inside a house in Saad Al-Abdullah. Police
responded and found the man tied up and beaten.
The intruder confessed that he entered the house
for burglary. Investigations are still ongoing.

Cell fire
A detainee at  Taima pol ice stat ion was

charged with damaging state property, after he
sprayed water on electric wires inside his
detention cell, causing a fire that was quickly
put out. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 
from Al-Anbaa and Al-Rai

Boy kidnapped, raped in Abu Hulaifa

KUWAIT: The Commercial Bank of Kuwait (CBK)
recently announced the name of the winner of a brand
new Range Rover; Ahmad Heraimes Al-Enezi, in the
‘Your Salary and More’ promotional campaign. CBK
also announced that Bedour Mohammad Ali Safar and
Abdullah Merfa Al-Mutairi won cash prizes equal to
double the value of their salaries. In this regard, CBK’s

personal banking services’ general manager Hameed
Ibrahim Salman explained that all Kuwaiti clients who
transfer their salaries during the campaign, which runs
through  December 31, 2018, have the option of
choosing between KD 150 instant cash prizes, and
scratch and win coupons of up to KD 10,000, or
receive loans of up to KD 10,000 without interest. 

CBK announces Range Rover winner

stunned by CO2 rates in small cities with low population
and low income. He argued that this might have been
caused by repressing greenhouse gases. He added that
officials in Hong Kong acted to combat the problem of
emissions and set a special plan to reduce emission by
2030. Moran also said that US President Donald Trump
disappointed global hopes by withdrawing from the Paris
Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property.

The list of world cities with highest carbon footprint

included (in order): Seoul, South Korea; Guangzhou,
China; New York, the United States; Hong Kong, China;
Los Angeles, the United States; Shanghai, China;
Singapore City, Singapore; Chicago, the United States;
Tokyo/ Yokohama, Japan; Riyadh, Saudi Arabia; Dubai,
the United Arab Emirates; Wuxi, China; Johannesburg,
South Africa; Tehran, Iran; Moscow, Russia; London, the
United Kingdom; Benha, Egypt; Beijing, China; Jakarta,
Indonesia; Ahmadi, Kuwait.



SELAYAR: Nearly three dozen people have died
after a ferry ran aground off the coast of
Indonesia, according to an updated official toll
yesterday, the latest deadly maritime accident in
the Southeast Asian archipelago. The KM
Lestari was believed to be carrying nearly 190
people when damage to its hull forced the cap-
tain to ground the vessel on Tuesday afternoon
about 300 meters off Selayar island, near the
larger island of Sulawesi.  

Images from the scene showed terrified pas-
sengers clinging to the side of the tipped over
ferry, while others floated in the sea awaiting

help.  Waves swamped the boat’s deck, sweep-
ing trucks and other vehicles on the ferry over-
board, as rescuers battled high winds and
rough seas to pluck victims from the water.
Indonesia’s disaster agency said 34 people died
in the accident while 155 passengers have been
rescued, it added. A fleet of smaller boats,
including local fishing vessels, worked to save
passengers as bad weather prevented larger
craft from approaching the stricken ferry, the
transportation ministry said. It added that most
passengers had been wearing life jackets. “The
captain and ship owner were the last two people

to get off the ship,” Agus H Purnomo, a director
at the ministry of transportation, said in a state-
ment. The 48-metre vessel was sailing from
Sulawesi to nearby Selayar island when strong
winds and high waves caused damage to its
portside hull and it began taking on water.

‘Firm action’
The captain deliberately ran the boat

aground close to shore in an effort to reduce
casualties, the transportation ministry said.
Authorities warned that the boat’s owner could
face charges.  “If the boat was found to be not

seaworthy we will take firm action against the
operator,” Transportation Minister Budi Karya
Sumadi told reporters in Makassar, the capital of
South Sulawesi. The ship was also carrying some
$2 million worth of rupiah currency destined for a
bank branch on Selayar to pay local civil servants
a bonus.  The money was retrieved from the boat
yesterday, still neatly packed in seven gunny
sacks. The deadly incident came on the same day
authorities officially called off the search for more
than 160 people missing after another ferry sank
on a volcanic lake in Sumatra two weeks ago.

The vessel was believed to be operating ille-

gally with no manifest and not enough life jackets
when it disappeared into the depths of Lake
Toba, a picturesque tourist spot.  While some
bodies have been recovered, many are believed
to be trapped inside the sunken vessel at the bot-
tom of one of the world’s deepest lakes, which
plunges 500 meters in spots. Deadly maritime
accidents are not uncommon in Indonesia, where
many people depend on boats to get around the
17,000 island nation despite lax safety standards.
More than 300 people are estimated to have
drowned in 2009 when a ferry sank between
Sulawesi and Borneo islands.— AFP 
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AT SEA: Passengers clinge to the side of a ferry as it sank off the coast of Selayar island, in South Sulawesi province.— AFP 

A ferry runs aground off the coast of Indonesia
3 dozen dead in Indonesia ferry accident

NANTES: The French government called for
calm yesterday after the killing of a 22-year-
old man by police sparked riots in the west-
ern city of Nantes, highlighting the simmering
tensions between youths and security forces
in deprived urban areas. Rioters set fire to
cars and a medical centre in the city on
Tuesday night after news spread that an offi-
cer had shot dead the 22-year-old, named by
local newspaper Ouest France as Bubakar,
after stopping his car over an infraction.
Youths clashed with police in the northwest-
ern neighborhood of Breil where the killing
took place, lobbing molotov cocktails, before
the unrest spread to two other poorer dis-
tricts with a history of gang violence.

Burned-out cars littered the streets yes-
terday morning.  Interior Minister Gerard
Collomb condemned the violence, adding
that “all the necessary resources are being
mobilized” to “calm the situation and prevent
any further incidents”. Local police chief
Jean-Christophe Bertrand said the youth had
hit a policeman with his car, lightly injuring
him, after a squad stopped the vehicle at
around 8.30 pm for an alleged infraction and
tried to take him to the police station for
identification.

“One of his colleagues then fired, hitting
the young man who unfortunately died,”
Bertrand told reporters. He was hit in the
carotid artery and declared dead on arrival at
hospital, police sources said. Judicial police
and a national watchdog which investigates
claims of police wrongdoing are investigating
to clarify “the facts and determine in what cir-
cumstances the policeman used his weapon,”
said Pierre Sennes, public prosecutor for
Nantes. He said yesterday that the young man
had been wanted by police in Creteil, near
Paris, for robbery and other offences.

‘I saw everything burning’ 
French police have a long history of

strained relations with youths in poor, immi-
grant-heavy suburbs-not least since the
death of two teenagers, electrocuted while
hiding from officers, sparked nationwide riots
in 2005.  The assault of a young black man by
police-which led to officers being charged,
including for rape after a truncheon was
shoved up the youth’s anus-sparked fresh
unrest last year.  In January, the government
vowed a crackdown on urban violence after
shocking video footage emerged of a police-
woman being beaten by a crowd of youths in
the Paris suburbs on New Year’s Eve.

Breil, the Nantes neighborhood where the
young man was shot dead Tuesday, is a
socially mixed district home to a large housing
estate with a history of gang violence. Police
had boosted their presence in the area after a
series of violent incidents on June 28.
Malakoff and Dervallieres, the other neigh-
borhoods hit by riots on Tuesday, have been
plagued by drugs and poverty for years. They
fall into a category of problem neighborhoods
which are set to receive extra police help from
next September under reforms by President
Emmanuel Macron.Steven, 24, who lives in
Breil, told an AFP journalist that he had “heard
explosions” and headed to investigate.

“I saw everything burning. There were fires
in the bins, the cars. They were breaking
everything. It lasted ages,” he said.
Neighborhood residents were in shock yester-
day morning at the young man’s death. “That
guy, he always had a smile on his face,” a
young man who gave his name as Chris told
Ouest France. “He was a sweet guy. We have
lost a friend, a brother.” He added: “I knew him
well. He was from Paris but he’d lived here for a
while, he had family here. For us, he was a kid
from the neighborhood.” Nationally, French
police have complained of coming under
increasing strain in recent years, with a parlia-
mentary report released Tuesday detailing
high suicide rates within the force. — AFP 

Algeria showcases 
migrant expulsion 
in face of criticism
TAMANRASSET: Accused of dumping thou-
sands of migrants at the border in the desert,
Algeria has opened up the doors of its air-con-
ditioned expulsion buses to try to allay criticism
of its treatment of deportees. With food-filled
rest stops and nappies for the babies, the jour-
ney south for more than 350 migrants being
sent out of Algeria stood in stark contrast to the
reports of those who have come before them.

Rights groups have accused the Algerian
authorities of arbitrarily arresting and deporting
migrants from sub-Saharan Africa, sometimes
abandoning them without water or food in the
desert. The government denies the allegations
and invited the media on the trip of more than
2,000 kilometers from the outskirts of Algiers,
where the more than 350 migrants arrested
across northern Algeria were held.  The majority
were Nigeriens, including women and children,
while others said they were from Mali,
Cameroon and Guinea.

“I don’t want to return to Niger,” said
Abdelkader Adam, 56, who told AFP he had
sent money to his family during the 14 months
he worked in construction in Tizi Ouzou, 100
kilometers east of Algiers. “I need to feed my
two wives and my seven children who are
there... I will do everything to come back to
Algeria,” he said. Travelling in a convoy of a
dozen buses, the 27-hour journey to a transit
centre included a stop where Red Cross volun-
teers distributed food and nappies.  Arriving at
the brand-new centre at In Salah-which the
authorities say cost $2.6 million-the migrants
were served a sizeable dinner and given bottles
of water and biscuits. The expulsion process on
show by the Algerian government aimed to
counter what it has termed a “malicious cam-
paign” by rights groups, which have expressed
alarm at the treatment of migrants. People inter-
viewed by Human Rights Watch described being
rounded up on the streets or at construction
sites where they worked. They accused the
police of beatings and stealing their belongings
and said they were driven to the border and
forced to walk through the desert.

‘Emerging from the desert’ 
After resting overnight at In Salah, 1,300

kilometers from Algiers, the migrants being fol-
lowed by the media continued their journey
south to a centre at Tamanrasset, where a local
official defended the government’s policy.  The
latest convoy “is a strong message for those
who question the reality of the efforts taken by
Algeria to take responsibility for these
migrants,” said prefect Djilali Doumi. AFP was
not authorized to continue south beyond
Tamanrasset and observe the border crossing-
the point at which international organizations
claim migrants are forced to walk through the
desert with sometimes-deadly consequences.
The United Nations migration agency said its
officials have seen “migrants emerging from the
desert in the thousands”, including pregnant
women, at the Nigerien border town of
Assamaka. “IOM routinely sends search and
rescue missions to pick up severely dehydrated
and disoriented migrants who have been look-
ing for shelter for days at a time,” the
International Organization for Migration (IOM)
said last week.  Algeria vehemently denies the
accusations and the expulsion followed by AFP
was also observed by representatives of the
IOM and UNHCR refugee agency.  The IOM’s

head of mission in Algeria, Pascal Reyntjens,
welcomed the “coordination between all the
people involved in the operation” to take care
of “populations in distress”.

Algerian authorities said the group of 354
Nigeriens, including 197 children and 77
women, was taken across the border to
Assamaka on Monday. They were then trans-
ferred to the city of Agadez, under a deal with
the Nigerien government. 

Those of other nationalities had to be
“released”, an official from Algeria’s interior min-
istry said without giving further details. Algiers
has claimed numerous sub-Saharan Africans are
begging on the streets and more than 33,000
migrants have been repatriated since 2014,
according to an Algerian official. 

The IOM has reported a sharp rise in the
number of migrants left to walk across the border
between Algeria and Niger through the desert,
up from 135 in May 2017 to 2,888 in April this
year. While many aim to return to Algeria, others
hope to never see the frontier again. Abdoulaye,
a 19-year-old Malian, said during the journey
south that he crossed the border a year ago and
had to spend more than $1,000. “In the end I’m
back where I started,” he said. “It’s over. I’ll never
come back here.”— AFP 

TAMANRASSET: An African migrant from Niger hides with her newborn child
under a structure as she tries to avoid deportation at a transit centre for
migrants in Tamanrasset in southern Algeria. — AFP 

Calls for calm after French 
police killing triggers riots 
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Thousands of Kenyans 
go hungry after floods 
NAIROBI: Tens of thousands of survivors of
Kenya’s worst floods in recent years are living on
the brink with barely enough food to eat two
months after the disaster, aid workers warned yes-
terday, calling on authorities to provide increased
funding and support. Incessant heavy rainfall in
March and April caused dams and rivers in parts of
the East African nation to overflow, submerging
crops and washing away homes. At least 186 people
died and more than 300,000 others were forced to
flee. While water levels have receded and many
people have returned home, aid workers in the
worst affected coastal region of Tana River county
said most of those displaced were still living in
camps with little means of survival.

“The majority of the 150,000 people displaced
in Tana River are still in the camps as they have not
received any information from authorities on
whether it is safe to return or not,” said Matthew
Cousins, humanitarian director for Oxfam Kenya.
“They also have nothing to go back to. Their
homes and crops have been destroyed and they
have not been given any help to rebuild their lives.”
After a severe drought last year, East Africa was
hit by two months of heavy rains, disrupting the
lives of millions of people in Kenya, Somalia,
Ethiopia and Uganda. 

Kenya experiences two rainy seasons - from
March to May and then from October to November -
but seasonal rainfall recorded this year has been the
highest in 50 years, according to the country’s mete-
orological department. In Tana River county, the
floods not only damaged infrastructure such as roads,
bridges and schools, it also submerged swathes of
farmland and killed thousands of livestock. A lack of
clean drinking water and poor sanitation in the
camps has also resulted in a cholera outbreak with
around 300 people contracting the potentially fatal
disease, although aid workers said there had been no
new cases for over 7 days. —Reuters

CHIANG RAI: Rescue teams in northern Thailand were
giving crash courses in swimming and diving yesterday
as part of complex preparations to extract a young
soccer team trapped in a cave, and hoping for a swift
end to their harrowing 11-day ordeal. Divers, medics,
counselors and Thai navy SEALS were with the 12
schoolboys and a 25-year-old assistant coach, provid-
ing medicines and food while experts assessed condi-
tions for getting them out safely, a task the government
said would not be easy.

“The water is very strong and space is narrow.
Extracting the children takes a lot of people,” Deputy
Prime Minister Prawit
Wongsuwan told reporters.
“Now we are teaching the
children to swim and dive,”
he said, adding that if water
levels fell and the flow weak-
ened, they would be taken
out quickly. The SEALS
posted photographs on
Facebook showing their
members working in chest-
deep water in the cave,
adding that it was pumping
water as “fast as possible” as it prepares to bring out
the stranded group.

About 120 million liters of water had been pumped
out by late on Tuesday, or about 1.6 million every
hour. It was unclear what the options were to get the
“Wild Boar” team out of the Tham Luang caves in
Chiang Rai province and how they would be steered
through tight, fluid conditions and uncertain weather.
Experts say divers have required three hours to reach
the boys, located about 4 km (2.5 miles) from the
mouth of the cave. 

A video released by the SEALS showed two res-
cuers seated on an elevated part of the cave beside

boys wrapped in emergency foil blankets who
appeared to be in good spirits, occasionally laughing.
A torch is shone on each boy, who says hello and intro-
duces himself with head bowed and palms pressed
together in a traditional “wai” greeting. One wears
what appears to be the red jersey of the England soc-
cer team in Tuesday’s World Cup second-round victo-
ry over Colombia. Another wears the blue shirt of
English team Chelsea. 

Nightmare outing
The group was discovered by the SEALS and two

British cave diving experts on
Monday, having been incom-
municado since June 23, when
a post-practice outing went
awry, prompting the high-
profile search and rescue
effort. The multinational oper-
ation has included divers from
the Australian Federal Police,
US military personnel, British
cave experts and teams from
China, Japan, Laos and
Myanmar. The Thai army has

sent in 31 divers to support the navy’s SEALS, a
spokesman said. News that the team had survived
sparked relief, celebrations and an outpouring of
praise in a country transfixed by the drama and its
almost blanket media coverage.

Chiang Rai Governor Narongsak Osottanakorn said
the authorities were keen to get the boys out and sug-
gested that might have to happen in phases. “All 13
don’t have to come out at the same time,” he told
reporters. “Who is ready first can go first.” Officials
have dismissed as speculation reports that the boys
could be trapped for up to four months, although sup-
plies have been prepared for that period of time. There

was much work to be done in preparing the boys for
what could be a demanding task, and rescue teams
should not be pressured to act faster, said a deputy
government spokesman, Weerachon Sukondhapatipak,
who was at the cave yesterday. 

“Some of them can’t swim, so therefore it will take
time for them to adjust,” he said. “Officials would teach
them how to move, how to dive, how to move their

body under those circumstances.” Somboon
Sompiangjai, 38, said his son Peerapat, 16, was able to
swim, adding that he was confident the SEALS’ experi-
ence and professionalism would help get the boys
home safely. “I am not worried if the kids have to swim
and dive,” he said. “I felt much better after seeing the
clips with the children in good spirits, even though
they were in there for 10 days.” —Reuters

Video shows boys safe, in good spirits

Rescuers weigh extraction; trapped
Thai soccer team gets diving lessons

MAE SAI, Thailand: Rescue workers arrive as rescue operations continue for 12 boys and their coach trapped at
the Tham Luang cave at the Khun Nam Nang Non Forest Park in the Mae Sai district yesterday. —AFP

Gabon struggles 
to stem tide of 
child trafficking
LIBREVILLE: Senami, a 13-year-old girl, was pur-
chased in Benin.  “My father didn’t want to sell me, but
someone put a spell on my uncle and he persuaded my
father,” she said. Taken to oil-rich Gabon, Senami
slaved as a domestic servant and later as a roadside
peanut seller. With a mixture of rage and sorrow, she
recounts her tragic life-inhumanly long hours, a mat on
the floor to serve as a bed and scraps for food.  She
worked for a “wicked” Beninese woman in the Gabon
capital Libreville who made her “do everything.”

“But when she found that 100 CFA francs (15 cen-
times) were missing she beat me with slippers and then
with a stick,” she said. Niakate Tene, 12, was bought by
a man in her native Mali for 500,000 CFA francs (760
euros) in 2012 and was forced to marry him.  She was
found by the police chained in her husband’s home and
in tears. Her husband only did a month in prison before
being temporarily released.  

Senami and Niakate-their names have been
changed-are among many, possibly hundreds, of for-
eign boys and girls who toil in Gabon as de-facto
slaves. Yet Gabon is only one of nine West African
nations, alongside Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon,
Ghana, Ivory Coast, Mali, Nigeria and Togo, where the
UN says centuries-old exploitation of child labour
remains entrenched.  Recruitment for domestic work
appears to be the most prevalent form but other types
of labour include work in plantations, small trade, beg-
ging and soliciting.

The children survive on meagre portions of food
and are generally made to sleep on the floor. If they
are paid, the rewards are meagre, for the salary goes

to the trafficker. Many youngsters are brought to
Gabon through perilous routes, sometimes on rickety
boats on winding rivers. “Six people died during our
journey-we travelled on a dugout canoe for four days,”
said Senami, who came to Gabon at the start of this
year.  Today she lives in a state-run transit centre
housing about 80 other rescued foreign children. She
only dreams of returning to Benin “to be back with my
family and to work for myself.”

Trafficking web 
Child trafficking in West Africa involves a murky,

complex web of cross-border greed, said Michel
Ikamba, a Unicef official in Gabon. It entails traffickers

in the country where the child is picked up, middle men
in a transit nation such as Nigeria, and finally “receivers”
in the host country who take the children and put them
to work, said Ikamba.  The gang cream off the money
from the children’s work, said Melanie Mbadinga
Matsanga, a member of the Gabonese national commit-
tee in charge of fighting child labor. A child nanny is
paid between 100,000 and 150,000 CFA francs (150 to
230 euros) a month but the money goes to traffickers,
Ikamba said.  “The child is not paid... and nothing goes
back to the home village,” he said. “Trafficked children
can work from 10 to 20 hours a day, carry heavy loads,
operate dangerous tools and lack adequate food or
drink,” a Unicef report said.—AFP

LIBREVILLE: Aisssatou Ba Bourkinabe, a young peanuts street vendor, walks through traffic in Libreville.
Hundreds of child victims of trafficking arrive in Gabon, a relatively wealthy oil country in Central Africa
struggling to fight against networks of traffickers. —AFP

France’s president 
in Nigeria to boost 
culture, security 
LAGOS: French President Emmanuel Macron
met with his Nigerian counterpart
Muhammadu Buhari on Tuesday in Abuja
before taking off his jacket and tie in Lagos
to celebrate African culture. Macron’s high-
voltage visit to the Shrine-Afrobeat legend
Fela Kuti’s music venue-was part of his latest
attempt to forge closer ties with English-
speaking Africa. “I’m very happy to be here
with you tonight,” said Macron, addressing
the cheering and whistling crowd in English. 

Macron’s jet touched down in Abuja from
Mauritania, where he attended the final day of
an African Union summit dominated by securi-
ty issues in the restive Sahel region. He was
met on the tarmac by Nigeria’s foreign minis-
ter, Geoffrey Onyeama, before the presidential
convoy left for Buhari’s Aso Rock residence on
the edge of the capital. The 40-year-old for-
mer investment banker, who speaks fluent
English, spent six months as an intern at the
French embassy in the city in the early 2000s.

He told reporters travelling with him: “I
like Nigeria a lot. It’s an appealing country.
I’ve got a lot of memories... that haven’t left
me.” Since coming to power he has made a
point of boosting ties with France’s former
colonies but also improving trade with anglo-
phone countries. He visited Ghana last year
and Nigeria-Africa’s economic powerhouse

and the continent’s leading oil producer-was
the next logical step. Nigeria, a country home
to over 180 million people, produces nearly
two million barrels of crude oil per day and is
a key economic partner for France.

Security talks   
Macron said en route from Mauritania

that “regional security and the fight against
Boko Haram” would be high on the agenda in
talks with Buhari, calling him a “key player”.
Nine years of violence in the remote north-
east has spread across the wider Lake Chad
area. As a result, Macron said “the mobiliza-
tion of African states is fundamental”. Nigeria
and its French-speaking neighbors
Cameroon, Chad and Niger are involved in a
joint military force to combat the jihadists,
whose violence has killed at least 20,000
people. Nigeria is also currently gripped by a
resurgence of violence between nomadic
cattle herders and farmers, which has claimed
some 1,000 lives since January this year.

Amnesty International last week said
some 1,813 people have been killed in all
types of violence since the start of 2018 -
more than double that in the last 12 months
alone. That has put former military ruler
Buhari, 75, under pressure as he looks
towards securing a second term at elections
in February next year. In Nouakchott,
Macron held talks with the leaders of the
French-backed five-nation military force
fighting Al-Qaeda-linked jihadists in the
Sahel. Niger and Chad, where France has a
sizeable military presence, are part of the
“G5 Sahel” group, which has faced a rise in
attacks in recent days.

Homage at the Shrine   
Late Tuesday, Macron touched down in

Lagos and went directly to the Shrine, where
he praised Nollywood-Nigeria’s massive film
industry-and the country’s music. Describing
the concert hall as “iconic”, Macron said that
“we have to build a new common narrative”
in Africa. “You have to recognize the bad and
negative pages of this history, but you have
to move forward,” he said to applause. He
launched the African Cultural Season which

will take place in France in 2020, at an event
showcasing music, fashion and theatre. The
choice of location surprised many Nigerians
given its association with the anti-establish-
ment musician.

No elected president is believed to have
previously officially visited the spiritual
home of the so-called “Black President”,
which is more synonymous with marijuana
smoke and gyrating dancers than diplomat-
ic niceties.—AFP

Navigating caves
a tough task as 

conditions
change

ABUJA: French President Emmanuel Macron and Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari greet each
other in Abuja. —AFP
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News in brief

Family members butchered 

RIO DE JANEIRO: Brazilian police said Tuesday it was
investigating the murder of six members of the same
family in Rio de Janeiro, in which the only survivor was a
seven-month old baby. According to Brazilian press
reports, the massacre related to a settling of scores
between drug traffickers. They named 19-year-old Bruno
de Souza, known as “Indio,” as the primary target of the
assassins.The slaughter took place overnight between
Monday and Tuesday in Mangaratiba, 100 kilometers
south of Rio. Rio police would only confirm the investi-
gation into the deaths of de Souza, his 22-year-old part-
ner, a 37-year-old woman and her 33-year-old partner,
as well as their two children, aged 16 and 18. According
to Extra newspaper, the mother of one of the two mur-
dered women said she had found the crying baby on a
couch among the bullet-ridden bodies. —AFP 

Police find 41 bodies 

KANO: Nigerian police say they have found the bodies
of 41 men with their throats cut in a northern area that
is notorious as a hideout for criminal gangs. Eighteen
bodies were found in a river on Sunday while 23 others
were discovered in a nearby forest in the Zurmi area of
Zamfara state, police commissioner Kenneth Ebrimson
said on Tuesday. Police arrested four suspects after
searching the bush area and also found machetes and
guns, he told reporters in Gusau, the state capital.  He
said the suspects were identified as members of a
widely-feared local vigilante group “who decided to
carry out the extra-judicial killings”.  Police believe the
victims were gang members who had been involved in
cattle rustling and kidnapping.  But local residents were
unable to identify any of the bodies, suggesting they
were not resident in the area, he said. —AFP 

Fireworks fire kills 9 

NEW DELHI: A powerful blast tore through a fireworks
factory in southern India yesterday, killing nine laborers
who had just reported for work, police said. The manufac-
turing unit in the Warangal district of Telangana state
burst into flames soon after the workers entered at about
11am, a local police official said. “We have counted the
bodies of nine people. Four others are injured and are
undergoing treatment,” police spokesman Mohana
Krishna said. Images showed thick black fumes billowing
out of the factory premises with one of its gates shattered
by the impact of the explosion. Firefighters battled to
douse the flames and rescue those trapped, but some vic-
tims were charred beyond recognition by the time they
were reached Local media reports said the explosion was
likely triggered by an electrical short circuit. —AFP 

Eritrea leader’s rare trip 

DUBAI: Eritrea’s President Isaias Afwerki has made a rare
trip abroad, meeting Abu Dhabi’s Crown Prince Sheikh
Mohamed Bin Zayed in the United Arab Emirates (UAE).
The UAE operates a military base in Eritrea that it uses for
its campaign in Yemen’s war and the leaders discussed
how to strengthen ties, according to statements from both
countries released after Tuesday’s meeting. A new prime
minister took office in April in Ethiopia, Eritrea’s neighbor,
and his reforms have shaken up regional politics. Prime
Minister Abiy Ahmed has announced plans to liberalize the
state-dominated economy and pledged to honor the terms
of a 2000 peace deal with Eritrea. Last week, Eritrea and
Ethiopia said they had “opened the door of peace” after
the first high-level visit from Asmara to Addis Ababa in
nearly two decades. —Reuters

WARSAW: Poland’s disputed top judge showed up at work
yesterday in defiance of a retirement law pushed through by
the right-wing government but criticized by the EU as a
threat to judicial independence. Chanting “Free courts!”,
“Constitution!” and “Irremovable!” several thousand sup-
porters greeted Supreme Court chief justice Malgorzata
Gersdorf as she made her way into the court building in cen-
tral Warsaw.  

Gersdorf has branded the reform-which has put Poland’s
Law and Justice (PiS) government at loggerheads with
Brussels-a “purge”. Insisting that she has a six-year term
under the constitution, Gersdorf, 65, refused to comply with
the new rules that require her to step down immediately, cut-
ting short her tenure that was set
to end in 2020.

“I’m not engaging in politics;
I’m doing this to defend the rule
of law and to testify to the truth
about the line between the con-
stitution and the violation of the
constitution,” Gersdorf told jour-
nalists and supporters outside
the court. “I hope that legal
order will return to Poland,” she
said. Twenty-seven of the court’s
73 judges are affected. Under
the law, the judges can ask the
president to prolong their terms, but he can accept or deny
their requests without giving a reason. Sixteen judges have
made requests, according to Polish media reports.

‘Rape of the Supreme Court’ 
The European Union on Monday launched legal action

against Poland over the new rules, which lower the retire-
ment age of Supreme Court judges from 70 to 65.  It was the
latest salvo in a bitter battle over sweeping judicial changes
introduced by the PiS government that could end up in the
European Court of Justice (ECJ), the bloc’s top tribunal.
“Rape of the Supreme Court,” thundered an editorial in

leading liberal daily Gazeta Wyborcza.  Presidential aide
Pawel Mucha insisted that Gersdorf was “going into retire-
ment in accordance with the law” and said the court was
now headed by Judge Jozef Iwulski, who was chosen by
President Andrzej Duda as an interim chief justice.

The PiS government has refused to back down despite
the EU legal action, insisting the reforms are needed to
tackle corruption and overhaul a judicial system still haunt-
ed by the communist era. “Every EU country has the right
to develop its judicial system according to its own tradi-
tions,” Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki told a session
of the European Parliament. Critics have warned that the
judicial overhaul poses a threat to key pillars of democracy

in the EU member state.

‘Harassment’
Amnesty International

charged in a report last month
that “judges are indeed experi-
encing political pressure in
Poland” and said those who
refuse to bow to the reforms
have reported harassment
including disciplinary proceed-
ings.  “I would like my country to
be free, democratic and to
respect the separation of pow-

ers,” Warsaw resident Grazyna Kwadrans told AFP at
Wednesday’s protest. Anti-communist hero Lech Walesa will
join demonstrations later Wednesday to support Gersdorf
and other affected judges, his spokesman said.  Gersdorf was
long a member of the Solidarity trade union that was key to
the toppling of communism in Poland in 1989. 

She said after showing up for work that she plans to go
on holiday from next week, and that Iwulski would be
standing in for her during her absence.  “I’m not a replace-
ment for, nor the successor of, the Supreme Court chief jus-
tice; I only fill in if she is absent,” Iwulski said, appearing to
contradict the presidential aide.  The European Commission,

the bloc’s powerful executive arm, said Monday that the PiS
reforms undermine “the irremovability of judges” and judi-
cial independence, breaching the country’s obligations
under EU law.  

Poland has a month to respond and the dispute could
end up in the European Court of Justice (ECJ), the bloc’s
top tribunal. Brussels in December triggered so-called

Article Seven proceedings against Poland over “systemic
threats” to the rule of law, which could eventually see
Warsaw’s EU voting rights suspended. Tens of thousands of
Poles have hit the streets since the PiS government came to
power in 2015, protesting at its judicial reforms and
attempts to tighten Poland’s already strict abortion law,
among other causes. —AFP

Disputed top judge defies retirement law

Poland’s top judge defies 
‘purge,’ shows up at work

WARSAW: Polish Supreme Court Justice president Malgorzata Gersdorf (center) is surrounded by media
and supporters as she arrives for work at the Supreme Court building yesterday. —AFP

Merkel under
fire from left
and right
BERLIN: German Chancellor Angela
Merkel defended yesterday a deal on
tightening immigration controls from
attacks directed by both her Social
Democrat coalition partners and the far-
right opposition. The left criticized
Merkel’s plan, sealed at the weekend
with her Bavarian conservative allies, as
being too draconian while the anti-immi-
gration Alternative for Germany (AfD)
party called on Merkel to resign,
denouncing it as too soft and vague.

Migrant arrivals peaked in 2015 at
more than a million people, many of
them fleeing the Syrian war and there-
fore entitled to asylum, while others
were trying to escape poverty.
Numbers have since dropped sharply
but Merkel told parliament that
Germans had to be reassured. “Order
must be brought to all forms of migra-
tion so people have the impression that
law and order is being implemented,”
she said to applause for her own law-
makers but jeers from the AfD.

Merkel offered the chance for people
seeking a better life, including Africans,
to contribute to German society too.
“There must be legal possibilities for
study and work,” she said. “We need a
law on immigration for skilled workers so
we can create a win-win situation.
Otherwise we won’t be able to combat
the people traffickers.” Merkel averted a
resignation by Interior Minister Horst
Seehofer, who leads the Bavarian
Christian Social Union (CSU), by agree-
ing a system of transit centers on the
German border.  From there, migrants
already registered elsewhere in the
European Union and not entitled to set-
tle in Germany could be deported.

The agreement, aimed at settling a
row that threatens to topple her three-
month old government, has disconcerted
some Social Democrats (SPD) who fear
for the migrants’ civil liberties. The cen-
tre-left party, which must back the plan
for it to go ahead, wants to avoid creat-
ing the impression that the transit cen-
ters will amount to internment centers
for refugees. “We reject mass camps,”
wrote SPD Foreign Minister Heiko Maas
in a Tweet. “We need a humanitarian and
realistic migration policy.”

Talks between the three awkward
coalition partners continue, and it may
yet prove hard to reconcile Seehofer’s

CSU, which faces a strong AfD challenge
in Bavarian elections in October, with the
Social Democrats’ more dovish line. AfD
co-leader Alice Weidel, issuing her
demand for Merkel to quit, dismissed the
deal as a “bundle of commonplaces that
they want to sell to us as a European
solution”. German officials are laying the
groundwork for the deals they will also

need to reach with neighboring coun-
tries to return migrants if the plan is to
have any chance of working. Today,
Seehofer is due to visit Austrian
Chancellor Sebastian Kurz, while
Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban,
another outspoken critic of Merkel’s
hitherto open-doors immigration policy,
is due in Berlin. —Reuters

BERLIN: German Chancellor Angela Merkel gets out of her car as she arrives at German
public television station ARD yesterday in Berlin, where she is to record an interview for a
TV show to be broadcast later in the day. —AFP

Eritrea and peace 
with Ethiopia: 
The questions
NAIROBI: The leaders of Ethiopia and Eritrea are
scheduled to meet soon to discuss reviving relations
that have been in deep freeze for decades. Analysts
believe that ending their bitter dispute could be trans-
formative for Eritrea, whose policies have been driven
by the deadlock with its neighbor. Here are things to
know about why the quarrel matters so much to
Eritrea-and why ending it could reshape the country.

How important is the dispute?
Very. Eritrea contends-and a United Nations-

backed boundary commission agreed in 2002 - that
Ethiopia is illegally occupying land along the two
countries’ border that belongs to Eritrea. It was along
this frontier that Ethiopia and Eritrea, a former
Ethiopian province, went to war, from 1998 to 2000,
in a conflict that killed around 80,000 people. Since
the 2000 Algiers agreement ended the war, Eritrea’s
president, Isaias Afwerki, has used Ethiopia’s rejection
of the subsequent boundary ruling to justify a host of
repressive domestic policies. These include jailing
journalists and dissidents, refusing to implement the
constitution and running an indefinite military con-
scription program the UN likens to slavery. “The
country was put on hold for 20 years and everything
revolved around [the border dispute],” says Abraham
Zere, an exiled journalist and executive director of the
literature and rights organisation, PEN Eritrea.

Does Eritrea want rapprochement?
Yes, by all  indications. Ethiopia’s new Prime

Minister Abiy Ahmed made the first move in June by
announcing Ethiopia would withdraw from the town
of Badme and other disputed border territories, in
accordance with the 2002 ruling. Eritrea responded

by sending two top officials to Ethiopia, and later a
meeting between Abiy and Isaias was announced,
though no details have been given. “I think it’s fair to
say the Eritrean leadership is committed to political
rapprochement,” says Michael Woldemariam of
Boston University’s Frederick S Pardee School of
Global Studies. Ethiopia has not withdrawn from the
contested areas yet, but doing so will meet a long-
stated Eritrean demand. PEN’s Abraham says the
offer was too good for Isaias to refuse, even if by
removing the Ethiopian threat he risks increasing
domestic pressure for reform. “He is probably aware
that it is the only way out. The peace proposal and
engagement from both sides is not an option, but a
necessity,” says Abraham.

How would peace benefit Eritrea?
Hugely. Eritrea and Ethiopia are among Africa’s

poorest nations, but while Ethiopia has seen its econo-
my grow by double-digit figures in recent years,
Eritrea has stagnated. Analysts believe normalizing ties
would benefit both countries. Eritrean industries could
service the growing markets of its much larger and
more populous southern neighbor. “Eritrea is going to
gain a lot, because it will be able to follow Ethiopia’s
economic momentum,” says Marc Lavergne of the
National Centre for Scientific Research in Paris.
Woldemariam argues settling the dispute with Ethiopia
could also spur foreign investors to consider Eritrea
free of the fear of incurring Addis Ababa’s wrath.

“It is likely that improving relations between
Ethiopia and Eritrea will further solidify the Eritrean
state’s rehabilitation on the international scene,” he
adds. Peace could also help resolve Ethiopia’s prob-
lem of lack of access to the sea: the country became
landlocked after Eritrea, which comprised Ethiopia’s
entire coastline, seceded in 1993. The outbreak of
war five years later stopped the flow of Ethiopian
goods through Eritrea’s Red Sea ports, but trade
and transport could restart if the two countries
come to terms. “The port of Massawa will get a
boost and become one of the alternative ports for
Ethiopia,” Lavergne says. —AFP

Thousands of 
supporters greet

Supreme Court 
chief justice

Gersdorf

Violence in southern 
Ethiopia forces more 
than 800,000 to flee 
NAIROBI: Violence in southern Ethiopia since June has
forced more than 800,000 people to flee their homes and
they need food and other aid, a report by the United Nations
and the government said yesterday. The inter-ethnic violence
erupted in April around 400 km south of the capital and in all
more than 1.2 million people have been forced to flee, said the
report that gave no details of casualties. 

“Renewed violence along the border areas of Gedeo and
West Guji zones since early June ... has led to the displace-
ment of over 642,152 IDP’s (internally displaced persons) in
Gedeo zone ... and 176,098 IDP’s in West Guji zone of Oromia
region.” the report said. Traditional leaders encouraged the
movement of people back to their homes after the initial fight-
ing in April but many have fled again in June, the report said. 

“The security situation has been challenging despite the
deployment of the Ethiopian Defense Forces in the area, with
reports of continued destruction of houses, other assets and
service infrastructure,” it read. Ethiopia is an ethnically
diverse country of 100 million people and ethnic discontent
helped fuel protests that led to the resignation of Prime
Minister Hailemariam Desalegn in February. Prime Minister
Abiy Ahmed took office in April and has pledged political
and economic reforms to address complaints of marginaliza-
tion by a number of ethnic groups including his own group,
the Oromos.

Diplomats told Reuters that more than 200 people were
killed during last month’s but said the figure was an estimate
because a lack of security made confirmation impossible.
The fighting is one of several ethnic conflicts fuelled by
grievances over land in Ethiopia, Africa’s second largest
country by population. Last year, dozens died in violence
between people from the Somali and Oromo ethnic groups.
Hundreds of thousands of people fled their homes and are
yet to return. Ethiopia’s ruling coalition took power in 1991
and has created regional states based on ethnicity in a fed-
eral republic. —Reuters
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Malaysia ex-leader charged with 
abuse of power, breach of trust

Former prime minister pleads not guilty
KUALA LUMPUR: Just eight weeks after losing an
election, former Malaysian prime minister Najib Razak
was charged yesterday with abuse of power and crimi-
nal breach of trust in an investigation over billions of
dollars missing from a state fund. Najib pleaded not
guilty, but the charges, the first of their kind faced by a
Malaysian premier, and his court appearance were the
culmination of a swift and stunning downfall for the
man who led the country for nearly a decade. “I believe
in my innocence and this is the best chance to clear my
name,” Najib told reporters
outside the courtroom after
being released on bail of 1
million ringgit ($247,000).

Crowds of journalists
and onlookers jostled for a
glance of Najib, and some
of his backers chanted and
held up placards in support
of a man whose father,
Malaysia’s second prime
minister, is held in high
regard. National television
networks broadcast live
images of Najib’s convoy moving through morning
rush-hour traffic to the court in the capital, Kuala
Lumpur, an extraordinary spectacle few could have
imagined before the May 9 election upset. 

Najib thwarted corruption allegations for three
years after revelations in 2015 that hundreds of millions
of dollars from troubled state fund 1MDB were divert-
ed to his personal accounts. But his life has unraveled
since the election defeat by his one-time mentor and
the country’s most seasoned politician, Mahathir
Mohamad, who returned to the prime minister’s office
he occupied from 1981 to 2003. Mahathir reopened an
investigation into the fund, 1Malaysia Development
Berhad (1MDB), and barred Najib from leaving the
country. Yesterday’s charges fulfilled an election prom-
ise to prosecute Najib, whom he called a “thief” during
the campaign. 

Najib has been charged with abuse of power and
three counts of criminal breach of trust, each of the
four charges carrying prison terms of up to 20 years.
The abuse of power charge also carries a fine of five
times the “value of gratification”. He was ordered to
surrender his passports and the judge set the trial for
Feb 18 next year. Yesterday’s charges relate to funds of
about 42 million ringgit ($10.4 million) that allegedly
went from SRC International, a former 1MDB unit, into
Najib’s personal bank account.  This represents a small

fraction of the $4.5 billion the US Department of
Justice has said was misappropriated from 1MDB,
which is being investigated in at least six countries on
suspicion of money laundering.

Malaysia’s attorney general indicated there could be
more charges in the case as the Malaysian Anti-
Corruption Commission continues its investigations.
SRC has been the initial focus of Malaysian investiga-
tors as all the suspicious transactions involving it went
through Malaysian entities, unlike other 1MDB-related

transactions that went
through foreign banks and
companies. The judge
imposed a temporary gag
order to stop public discus-
sion of the case. Najib’s
lawyers have said their client
has been dragged through a
trial by the media.

Family questioned
Najib entered parliament

at 23 and attained the top
job in 2009, setting up

1MDB shortly after, but his second term in office was
plagued by allegations about the fund. Mahathir, who
helped Najib’s political ascent before turning on him as
the accusations surfaced, led a campaign to unseat him,
appealing to voters’ disgust with a government appar-
ently mired in corruption. Mahathir told Reuters last
month that embezzlement and bribery using govern-
ment money were among the charges being considered
against Najib, adding that his former protege was fully
responsible for the 1MDB scandal. Since the election
loss, investigators have seized luxury handbags, jewel-
ry and other items worth nearly $275 million from
properties linked to Najib’s family.

His wife Rosmah Mansor and stepson Riza Aziz
have also been questioned. Riza is the co-founder of
Red Granite Pictures, a company US prosecutors say
financed three Hollywood films, including the 2013
Martin Scorsese movie “The Wolf of Wall Street”, with
funds misappropriated from 1MDB. Najib must be held
accountable, said Anwar Ibrahim, the prime-minister-
in-waiting and former opposition leader. “Because of
the allegations against him regarding 1MDB, he must
be held accountable in court,” Anwar told reporters in
neighboring Indonesia. In a pre-recorded message
posted on Twitter after his arrest on Tuesday, Najib
said he was not perfect and “not all the accusations
against me and my family are true.”— Reuter

Najib
ordered to
surrender 
passports

MAZAR-I-SHARIF: At least one person was killed and nine
were wounded in the Afghan province of Faryab yesterday
during a protest that underlined the tension between power-
ful regional leaders and President Ashraf Ghani ahead of
elections due in October. Hundreds of demonstrators gath-
ered in Maiman, the capital of the northern province of
Faryab, to demand the release of a prominent militia com-
mander close to General Abdul Rashid Dostum, the ethnic
Uzbek vice president who is in exile in Turkey.

The commander, area police chief Nizamuddin Qaisari,
was arrested after a violent dispute during a meeting with

leaders of government security forces on Monday, drawing
angry protests from Dostum’s supporters. The dispute has
highlighted fragile security in Faryab, where Islamic State
fighters have gained a foothold, battling militia commanders
loosely affiliated with the government. Dostum, in exile in
Turkey after accusations that he ordered a political opponent
to be tortured and sexually assaulted, issued a statement call-
ing for the release of Qaisari and warning that the province,
on the border with Turkmenistan, could collapse in chaos.

The protest descended into violence when protesters
tried to force their way into governor’s compound and secu-
rity forces fired in the air to stop them, said Karim Yourish,
spokesman for the provincial police. But the head of a
provincial council, Mohammad Tahir Rahmani, said at least
one person was killed and eight wounded in the firing, which
then prompting the crowd to break into the compound. “We
were trying to control the protesters and have a peaceful
protest, but unfortunately it turned violent after security
forces opened fire,” Rahmani said, adding that one member
of the provincial council was among the injured. —Reuters

Afghan tensions 
rise as protest 
turns violent 

KUALA LUMPUR: Supporters of former Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak shout slogans after he appeared before a
judge at the Duta court complex in Kuala Lumpur yesterday. -— AFP 

Chinese tycoon 
dies in freak fall 
in south France
MARSEILLE: Chinese tycoon Wang Jian, whose sprawling
conglomerate HNA Group owns a host of foreign assets,
has died after a falling off a wall while sightseeing in
southern France, police and his company said yesterday.
Wang suffered the fatal accident on Tuesday in the pictur-
esque hillside village of Bonnieux after climbing onto a
parapet, either to see the view of the valley below or to
have his photograph taken, local security sources told AFP.

“He jumped up on to the wall and was carried over it by
his own momentum,” a source close to the case told AFP
on condition of anonymity. The 57-year-old businessman,
the co-founder of HNA and its second-highest ranking
executive, fell into a 10-metre void, sustaining serious
injuries that emergency services were unable to treat at
the site. “Together, we mourn the loss of an exceptionally
gifted leader and role model, whose vision and values will
continue to be a beacon for all who had the good fortune
to know him,” his firm said in a statement issued in China.  

HNA said Wang, whose personal fortune is estimated at
1.7 billion dollars by Forbes magazine, had been visiting
Bonnieux during a business trip to France. The company
started as a small provincial airline servicing China’s Hainan
Province but has expanded quickly in recent years under the
leadership of Wang and business partner Chen Feng. The
firm’s $230 billion in assets were built up during a foreign
buying spree that saw it diversify into tourism and finance via
major deals to buy shares in companies including the Hilton

hotels group and Deutsche
Bank.  It also took stakes in
foreign airlines such as Virgin
Australia, France’s Aigle Azur
and TAP in Portugal. 

Corporate turbulence 
But HNA came under

pressure last year as Beijing
cracked down on the risky
debt-fuelled financing that
enabled its expansion. The
conglomerate has started

selling parts of its empire to pay down its loans, including
its Hilton and Deutsche Bank shares, and Wang’s death was
seen as likely to complicate the unwinding process.
“Wang’s passing will mark the end of an era of aggressive
expansion by HNA,” Corrine Png, chief executive at the
Singapore-based research firm Crucial Perspective, told
the Bloomberg financial news agency.  “It will also put
HNA Group and related companies’ restructuring plans
back on the drawing board, in our view,” Png added.

Warut Promboon, managing partner at credit research
firm Bondcritic, told the news agency that Wang’s death
would be a blow because the company “relies on personal
connections, especially with Chinese banks and Chinese
government officials.” At the end of 2017, the company
reported that its debt was 638 billion yuan (81.5 billion
euros), up 36 percent from 2016. Wang owned about 15
percent of the Chinese group, making him one of the
group’s biggest shareholders, Bloomberg reported.  Wang
began his career in civil aviation planning in 1983.
Bonnieux is a mediaeval village in the Provence area of the
south of France, a favored destination for the rich and
famous over the peak summer holiday period. — AFP 

Wang Jian

‘Ageing Japan;’
Akita a glimpse 
of graying future
AKITA: On a recent weekday morning, a group of men
in their 70s and 80s gathered for baseball practice just
down the road from a junior high school where students
were arriving to start the day. At full strength, the
Shimohama Club baseball team’s 33 players outnumber
the students. Only 27 children attend the school, one of
about two dozen in Akita city, about 450km (280 miles)
north of Tokyo. It is the capital of Akita prefecture, the
oldest place in Japan, with more than one third of its
residents over 65.

The prefecture’s demographic woes reflect what the
nation as a whole faces, experts say. “It’s scary,” said
Koji Otomo, 87, a retired teacher and head of
Shimohama Club. “With the population declining steadi-
ly and quickly like this, there is no way of painting a
vision for the future.” Akita’s population is forecast to
fall 41 percent by 2045, when half of the prefecture’s
estimated 600,000 residents will be older than 65,
according to the National Institute of Population and
Social Security Research. In 2015, the prefecture crafted
a plan to stop the demographic decline with steps such
as expanding medical subsidies for schoolchildren, pro-
viding extra day care support and helping workers pay
back student loans.

But so far little has changed. Several cities there are
redesigning themselves to provide more efficient services

for the dwindling population. The prefecture is more than
five times the size of Tokyo but has just a fraction of the
population. “It is quite costly to offer administrative serv-
ices in an area where the population is getting scarce,”
Akita Governor Norihisa Satake told Reuters in an inter-
view. “It is very difficult to maintain such communities.”

Empty streets
As evening falls, pedestrians become scarce on the

main street leading to Akita station, the city’s trans-
portation hub. “Let’s enjoy night shopping,” reads a sign
at a nearby department store - but it closes its doors at
7:30 pm. With 15.5 deaths for every 1,000 residents in
2017, the prefecture tops the country with its death rate.
Its birth rate, at 5.4 births per 1,000 residents, is Japan’s
lowest.     “We now have more funeral parlours. There
are increased instances where an old building is torn
down and a new one under construction at the site turns
out to be a funeral house,” said Fumika Miura, a local
government employee. 

Although labor shortfalls persist across Japan, the
issue is compounded in Akita: there are not enough
workers to meet growing demand for elderly care. Jun
Numaya, director of elder care provider Fukinotou, said
a lack of qualified caregivers have forced it to suspend
operations at one of its three facilities last year.
“Potential clients are out there, but we cannot take them
because of the labour shortage. That’s what’s happening
in this industry,” he said. Numaya, who is also a member
of Akita’s prefectural assembly, said Akita’s problems
will eventually have a direct impact on Tokyo. “Children
born and raised in the countryside move to Tokyo, pro-
duce, spend money and get the economy moving. That’s
how things have worked since the era of Japan’s post-
war economic growth,” he said. — Reuters
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Some Hong Kong officials and lawmakers are
encouraging younger residents to consider living
across the mainland China border so that they

can escape the territory’s sky-high apartment prices
and find more job opportunities. It is not an easy sell
but some pro-China business leaders say resistance to
the idea will eventually crumble.

The government has seized upon a Beijing plan to
integrate the former British colony into the Pearl River
Delta to create the Greater Bay Area, a region com-
prising nine cities in China’s Guangdong province, plus
Hong Kong and Macau, that would have the equivalent
of the fifth-largest economy in the world by 2030 and
a population of nearly 70 million. Hong Kong’s popula-
tion is currently about 7.4 million.

Moving to one of those other cities would mean
that Hong Kong’s millennial generation, many of whom
have been priced out of Hong Kong’s housing market,
could afford to buy their own homes or rent more than
a shoe box. They would also have a wider range of
jobs to choose from. They may, though, miss the free-
doms of Hong Kong that are guaranteed under a “one
country, two systems” system for the 50 years after
the British handover of the territory to China in 1997.
In Hong Kong, for example, the media and the Internet
are relatively freewheeling, while in China they are
censored vigorously.

A further diffusion of people who are Hong Kong
born and bred into the mainland may dim support for
the pro-democracy movement in the territory, espe-
cially if more rich Mainlanders move into Hong Kong
to replace them. But Beijing has made it clear that eco-
nomic integration is key to reinforcing its sovereignty
over Hong Kong - and it gets support from within the
business community. “We will no longer be Hong Kong
people, but Greater Bay Area people,” Jonathan Choi,
Chairman of the Chinese General Chamber of
Commerce of Hong Kong, told the Hong Kong
Economic Times last month. “We should therefore
focus on integration rather than on the interests of
Hong Kong,” said Choi, who is also a member of the
Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference, the
top advisory body to China’s parliament.

Building bridges
A series of major infrastructure projects due to be

finished in the next three months are going to connect
major cities in the region through fast trains and road
bridges, reducing the time to commute to and from
Hong Kong significantly. “That distance, I believe, will
no longer be a problem once they have learned about
the latest progress of our growing transport infra-
structure links with the Bay Area,” Hong Kong Chief
Secretary Matthew Cheung said in a blog in June
titled, “Debunk the myths over Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Bay Area”.

The migration has already been happening. At least
500,000 Hong Kong people resided in the mainland
last year, up from 155,000 in 2009 and just 62,000 in
2003, according to official data. It is a stunning trans-
formation from the days only 40 years ago when the
Pearl River Delta was more of a sleepy, poor agricul-
tural region that was not much more than a curiosity to
people in Hong Kong. It is now one of the world’s
industrial engines, whose cities have among the high-
est per capita incomes in China.

Property agents in southern China said they had
seen a jump so far this year in the number of Hong
Kong people looking to buy homes across the border,
especially in cities such as Zhuhai and Zhongshan,
although most were sophisticated investors rather than
the youth the government is targeting. One said the
increase had been as much as 40 percent.

Jackie Chan, a Hong Kong investor unrelated to the
movie star of the same name, bought a home in the
southern Chinese city of Zhongshan in April, betting
that Beijing’s backing of the Bay Area plan was sure to
bolster prices. “I bought for the Greater Bay Area con-
cept because it’s a national initiative and it will support
the development of many new industries,” said Chan,
who already owns four apartments in Hong Kong,
among the world’s most expensive real estate markets.

In Zhongshan, homes can be snapped up for 1,400
yuan ($209.47) per square foot, while those in Zhuhai
go for around 4,000 yuan per square foot - a steep
discount to the roughly HK$15,000 ($1,923) per
square foot for an apartment in Hong Kong. Still, the
bulk of Bay Area purchases so far have been for
investment purposes or holiday homes, rather than as
primary residences.

Another barrier is China’s “Great Firewall”, which
ensures many foreign websites are blocked on the
mainland in the name of maintaining social stability,
but that is not the case in Hong Kong. 

While supporters of Hong Kong independence remain
a small minority in the city and the pro-democracy camp
faces a crisis of confidence over its future, younger resi-
dents overwhelmingly identify themselves as Hong Kong
people, rather than mainland Chinese. Hong Kong Youth
Power Association, a pro-establishment organization,
published a survey in May that showed almost 60 per-
cent of the 878 young people polled said they would not
consider working or living in the Bay Area. Reasons
included not wanting to be far from home, higher income
taxes on the mainland and being unfamiliar with Chinese
government policies. —Reuters

Ambitious plans for 
megalopolis trigger 
fears, hopes in HK 

The cover-up: How much 1MDB probe was obstructed 
The government of former Malaysian Prime Minister

Najib Razak spent years systematically obstructing
probes into the alleged looting of state fund 1MDB,

while also ruthlessly muzzling critics, according to current
and former government officials. They said the meddling in
the investigation by the Malaysian Anti-Corruption
Commission (MACC) effectively shut down local inquiries
into the scandal at 1Malaysia Development Berhad (1MDB)
even as five other countries, including the United States,
Switzerland and Singapore, carried out their own probes.

Any suppression of the probe in Malaysia ended
abruptly in May when Najib lost power in an election. On
Tuesday, Najib was arrested by the Malaysian authorities
in relation to a probe into SRC International, a former
1MDB unit, according to an investigating task force.
Sources close to the matter said he may face several
charges. Najib, who lost power in an election last month,
has consistently denied any wrongdoing in relation to
1MDB and SRC. A current Najib aide declined to respond
to allegations there was meddling and a cover-up.
Interviews by Reuters with a dozen current and former
government officials show that the obstruction of investi-
gators occurred on multiple levels. 

One senior MACC investigator said he was convinced
there was tampering with key witnesses. The official, who
declined to be identified because he is still involved in the
1MDB probe, said he felt that by the time MACC got to
talk to the witnesses they had been coached on what to
say or were too frightened to talk because they had been
threatened.  Other witnesses couldn’t be found. “There
were some witnesses who disappeared, ran abroad,” and
some were clearly told by officials from other govern-
ment agencies to do so, said the MACC official. He didn’t
name these witnesses because some of them are still
being sought.

Najib’s office also sought to tightly control any public
comment on 1MDB. MACC is supposed to be an inde-
pendent government agency that works without govern-
ment interference, but three former MACC communica-
tions officers told Reuters that many of the press releases
on the 1MDB probe issued by MACC were written by the
prime minister’s office. And it wasn’t just at the anti-cor-
ruption agency that the heat was intense. New Finance
Minister, Lim Guan Eng, told Reuters there was an “exten-
sive cover up” at the ministry of finance (MOF).

‘Almost perfect case’
Malaysia’s new Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad told

Reuters the week before last that he holds Najib fully
responsible for the 1MDB scandal and that Malaysian
authorities have “an almost perfect case” against him. As a
result of an anti-kleptocracy probe, the US  Department of
Justice has alleged more than $4.5 billion was misappro-
priated from 1MDB and that about $700 million of the

fund’s money ended up in Najib’s personal bank accounts.
Najib told Reuters in an interview last month he shouldn’t
be blamed for any of the problems at the fund and
declared he knew nothing about why hundreds of millions
of dollars from 1MDB allegedly appeared in his bank
account.

Some of the ways in which those looking into the 1MDB
scandal had been sidelined have been known for some
time. For example, in July 2015, Najib removed the then
attorney general Abdul Gani Patail for “health reasons” at
a time when the official was preparing to charge Najib. He
also removed deputy prime minister Muhyiddin Yassin the
same month after he had criticized Najib over his handling
of the scandal. But the intensity of the pressure that
MACC faced from other arms of government is only now
becoming clear.

Bullet sent to his home
In May, about two weeks after Najib’s ousting, the

newly appointed head of the MACC, Mohn Shukri Abdull,
recalled how his investigation into 1MDB had been

blocked in 2015. Shukri, who had been deputy commis-
sioner at MACC until he retired two years ago, recalled
how he had faced threats to his job and worse - a bullet
was sent to his home in 2015. 

He sought and received US police protection during a
visit to Washington and New York because he felt he was
being followed by Malaysian government agents. “We
didn’t know who were the main people who were putting
the pressure on MACC, but there were many of them,”
another MACC official said. 

It “was coming from all sides.” The senior MACC official
also said police interfered in MACC’s investigations as they
closed in on a probe on how about $10.6 million from SRC
went into Najib’s bank account. He said some witnesses in
that probe could not be found because they were being
held at police headquarters. Malaysian police did not
respond to an emailed request for comment. Khalid Abu
Bakar, who was Malaysia’s police chief from 2012-2017, has
been barred from leaving Malaysia since the election.
Mahathir has said Khalid would be investigated for his role
in the 1MDB probe. — Reuters

England find a 
new calmness 
to banish the 
hoodoo 

As captain Harry Kane walked away from the cele-
brating England fans after his team’s heart-stopping
World Cup penalty shootout win over Colombia on

Tuesday he looked so relaxed he could have been strolling
to the corner shop for a bottle of milk. Then it all dawned
on him. Kane’s face broke, his eyes closed shut in total
relief and he looked to the heavens, mouthing his gratitude
for the end of his team’s horrendous run of defeats in
major tournament shootouts. 

The skipper and his team mates had kept their cool
when it mattered most - for 120 minutes of a tense and
tetchy game played at a Spartak Stadium which resembled
Bogota, given the dominance of Colombia’s passionate
supporters. England, none more so than Kane who had put
them in the lead from the penalty spot in the 57th minute,
held their nerve at the decisive turning-points in an intense
match, showing an unexpected maturity for the youngest
team left in the tournament.

They avoided losing their heads during moments of
provocation from the Colombians and periods when

American referee Mark Geiger lost control of the game.
Crucially, they were able to stand up and fight on after the
punch in the gut that came with Yerry Mina’s stoppage-
time equalizer. And then, facing the shootout test that has
proved too much for England teams for so long, they kept
their emotions in check, put history out of mind and
focused on the task in hand.

The history weighed heavily-England had the worst
senior shootout record in world football, losing on
penalties in World Cups in 1990, 1998 and 2006, and at
the European Championship in 1996, 2004 and 2012. All
that had to be banished from their minds. Kane was
handed the task of opening the tr ial  for Gareth
Southgate’s side and he unflappably passed the test.
Marcus Rashford also converted his penalty and after
Jordan Henderson’s effort was saved, the Tottenham
Hotspur pair of Kieran Trippier and Eric Dier stepped up
to beat David Ospina while Colombia’s final two penal-
ty-takers fluffed their lines. Victory secured, the calm-
ness vanished immediately.

Quiet confidence
The waist-coated Southgate, whose quiet confidence

and tranquil air have set the tone for this side, almost col-
lapsed as his knees buckled the very moment Dier
squeezed the ball past the touch of Ospina and into the
corner of the net. Southgate’s assistants caught his fall and
his face told his own story.

Southgate deserves a large share of the credit for the
breaking of the hoodoo. Since March, the man who missed
the decisive kick in the Euro 96 semi-final against
Germany, has made sure his team prepared for this very

outcome. The 47-year-old has been smart enough to real-
ize that while pundits may dismiss the shootout as a lot-
tery, it is in fact a supreme test of nerve and skill. The
England manager knew that practice could only help, that
preparing his players technically and psychologically for
the moment was an investment of time and resources that
might be rewarded. And so it proved.

England can now look forward to a quarter-final
against Sweden with the curse of the shootout lifted. This
really is a different England team. Not only have they lost
the fear and tendency to panic which have cut short previ-
ous campaigns, they also have acquired something else
that has always been present in their more successful rivals
- Germany, Italy, Spain and Argentina, in particular.
England showed shrewdness, sharp-wittedness and cold
calculation to ensure the referee was aware of every push,
shove and pull inside the area until he finally awarded them
a penalty when Kane tumbled under a challenge.

They allowed - and perhaps at times pushed - the
Colombians to lose their tempers while keeping their own
firmly under control. “We are getting smarter, and maybe
played by the same rules as the rest of the world,”
Southgate said. “But we kept our dignity and our sports-
manship and if we were down it was because we were
fouled. I am proud of the discipline,” he said. They played
like veterans, men rather than boys. A young team whose
natural confidence and positivity has been nurtured rather
than curtailed by their manager. Kane’s face said it all. It
was over. The curse had ended but one sensed that for the
players that was already someone else’s history. Their own
story, as Southgate noted before the game, is now for his
players to write. — Reuters

Former Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak (center-red tie) is surrounded as he leaves the Duta court complex after
posting bail in Kuala Lumpur yesterday. — AFP 



WARSAW: A grey Ferrari comes to a halt in
Warsaw and a young woman emerges. Wearing
Chanel sunglasses and carrying a little dog, she
enters the Raffles Europejski hotel, a symbol of
the luxury that has returned to Poland. Her desti-
nation is the historic pastry shop Lourse, which
is located at the hotel, where guests pay
between 250 and 4,000 euros ($290 and
$4,700) a night and can count on perks like a
personal butler. The legendary Hotel Europejski,
which was considered eastern Europe’s best in
the 19th century, has just reopened after five
years of renovation work spearheaded by the
Raffles brand. 

Poland’s first Hermes store could be housed
at the site, a source told AFP, though the French
luxury goods giant would only confirm that it
was looking into a project “in Warsaw in late
2019, early 2020”.  Luxury has become increas-
ingly visible in Poland after a long absence due
to the country’s devastating losses during World
War II and the policy of egalitarianism later
touted by the communist regime.  Decades on, a
new class of wealthy Poles has appeared, whose
members include heads of successful family
businesses, real estate agents and high-flying
bankers. Many of the elite live in the 44-floor
Cosmopolitan apartment tower in the heart of
Warsaw. Opened in 2014, the building boasts a
minimalist design by German-American architect
Helmut Jahn, who also designed the European
Union’s headquarters in Brussels. Of the 100
most expensive real-estate sales in Warsaw

between 2015 and 2017, 79 concerned flats in
the Cosmopolitan building, said Karolina Kaim,
president of Tacit Investment, the Polish firm that
financed the building’s construction. 

‘Vertical village’ 
The apartments vary in price depending on

the floor and view.  The most sought after units
look out onto the Vistula River and the old part
of town and cost nearly 10,000 euros per square
meter-a figure that may not shock Parisians or
Londoners but is staggering to the average Pole
who earns around 1,100 euros a month. Most of
the apartment owners are Polish but there are
also a handful of foreigners living in the “vertical
village”, which cost more than 100 million euros
to build, according to Kaim. 

Residents include pop stars, football players
and actors.  Other luxury symbols seen around
town include high-end cars from brands such as
Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini and Rolls-Royce.
Only a few years ago, the appearance of a sports
car with the famous horse logo would have
drawn a small crowd of onlookers, but today,
Ferraris no longer stop traffic in Warsaw. 

The Italian luxury car manufacturer has two
Polish dealerships, one in the southern city of
Katowice and another in the capital.  Their market-
ing head Karolina Szulecka prefers not to reveal
sales figures but says that client interest is con-
stantly on the rise.  Were it not for the company’s
policy of limiting production, Poles would snap up
“10 or 15 percent more” Ferraris, she told AFP.

From the collapse of communism, a new
social group of entrepreneurs rapidly emerged,
often former managers quick to buy shares in
the newly privatised companies and develop
them, or small entrepreneurs and artisans who
swiftly adapted to the new conditions to create
or grow a family business.  EU funds and foreign
investment into the country followed and
increased after Poland’s 2004 EU entry.

Between 1990 and 2015, gross domestic
product (GDP) more than doubled.  Exports are
growing and, according to International
Monetary Fund forecasts, growth is expected to
be just over four percent this year partly on
“strong domestic consumption”. Today, Poland’s
wealthiest are often the third generation of those
small business owners.

A dozen Ferraris 
Meanwhile, some Poles have many more than

just one sports car.  A land developer, who
declined to be identified, admitted he had three
Ferraris parked in his garage, while the brand’s
biggest collector in Poland has 12. He also prefers
to remain anonymous.  The general manager of
the Bentley and Lamborghini dealerships in
Poland, Piotr Jedrach, expects to sell around 50
British limousines in 2018 — an increase on pre-
vious years thanks in part to the recent addition
of an SUV model. Prices start at around 230,000
euros. As for Lamborghinis, displayed in Warsaw
in a car dealership that looks more like a futuristic
temple, they too are forecast to see a boost in

sales, with 60 expected to sell in 2019, thanks to
the SUV Urus.  The average Pole has nothing
against the ultra wealthy.  “If I had that much
money, I’d also buy myself a Ferrari,” said Hanna
Mrowiec, a retired middle manager who lives in a
small one-bedroom apartment.  “But to have
three? That’s absurd. You can’t drive three
Ferraris at once,” she told AFP. Nevertheless, lux-
ury in Poland generally remains discreet, more the
purview of cultural sponsorship than bling-bling
excess. The Swiss owner of Raffles Europejski,

Vera Michalski, paid for around 500 modern
Polish works of art to adorn her hotel. She also
lent some from her own collection. As for the
Cosmopolitan, there was an art exhibition earlier
this year on the 42nd floor. 

It featured work by the late painter and
sculptor Wojciech Fangor, the only Pole to ever
have a solo exhibition at the Guggenheim
Museum in New York. The Cosmopolitan exhibi-
tion was free for anyone to attend-not just the
happy few living there.  — AFP 

US motorists react to
rising gasoline prices

Merkel warns Trump against 
unleashing all-out trade war

ZTE given temporary reprieve 
from US; removes more execs1512 13
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WARSAW: A picture taken on June 15, 2018 shows the recreation place of the Cosmopolitan apartment tower in the heart of Warsaw. — AFP photos 

A new social group of entrepreneurs has rapidly emerged

Polish luxury returns after years of hardship 

China looks to 
replace US
farm goods 
in trade war
BEIJING: American cherries are tantalizingly
sweet. They are so loaded with sugar and low
on water that China’s home-grown cherries
cannot compete on taste or texture. But this
alone may not be enough, said Zhao Xiaoyu, a
Beijing fruit merchant, who believes Chinese
consumers will be biting into domestic cher-
ries and lower quality fruit from elsewhere
after July 6, when China is expected to impose
a 25-percent border tax on hundreds of
American goods.

Simmering trade tensions between the
world’s top two economies are set to erupt
into a full-blown trade war Friday, with

Washington poised to impose new tariffs on
$34 billion in Chinese goods. Beijing has
pledged to hit back dollar for dollar, placing
a new tax on American goods like cherries,
soybeans, autos, pork and whiskey, putting
them at a disadvantage to their global rivals.
Washington’s list is heavy on tech goods,
aiming in part to shift supply chains away
from China, while Beijing has put politically
sensitive US farm goods in the firing line.

“For simple products it’s going to be
faster to shift production, but for more com-
plex products it’s going to be difficult,” said
Denis Depoux, from consultancy Roland
Berger, noting the quickest manufacturers
will need at least a year and “won’t make the
changes until they know this is real and here
to stay.” Farm products would appear sim-
pler to substitute, Depoux noted, adding it
would depend on the volumes available
elsewhere and may require a planting sea-
son or two.

‘A day without beans’ 
The Chinese saying “Take a day without

meat, but not a day without beans” speaks to
the importance of soybeans in the world’s
number-two economy. Providing critical pro-
tein in animal feed and used in cooking oil,
1.4 billion Chinese rely on imported soy-
beans, primarily from the US and Brazil. 

Last year, China imported $14 billion of
soybeans from the US, its largest imported
good. No other single country grows
enough to satiate China’s demand, soybean
traders say, with annual imports of about 95
million tons-about the weight of 60 million
cars-making it hard to move completely
away from the US.

“As soon as the tariffs are slapped on, this
will be reflected in the price of soybeans,”
said Cui, a soybean trader at Scents Holdings
Beijing, which has bought tens of millions
worth of the beans from the US, according to
figures from Panjiva, a trade data firm. “When
it gets to regular people’s dining room table,
whether it’s meat or cooking oil, there will be
a price effect,” Cui said, asking for his full
name not to be used. 

To lessen the self-inflicted shock, Beijing

is searching for replacements. “There are
prospects for more soybeans from South
America, the so-called ‘Stan’ countries in
central Asia and even Eastern Europe,” said
Si Wei, a professor at China Agricultural
University. 

“How much we can replace, this still needs
to be looked into,” he said, adding China may
also substitute rapeseed from Australia and
Canada to make animal feed. At home,
Beijing is ramping up production in northern
provinces, providing subsidies to farmers and
launching an advertising blitz, according to
government edicts. “Expanding soybean pro-
duction is the chief political task,” declared
the agriculture commission in the city of
Changchun.

‘Rotting in warehouses’ 
Sorghum, used in animal feed and liquor

making, is another grain the US sends to
China in bulk, moving 4.8 million tons last
year, according to Chinese data. 

In recent years, the cheap American grain
beat out exports from Australia, which had

been China’s primary source in 2013, accord-
ing to Panjiva. Experts expect Australian
growers to benefit from the trade fight.

Trade tensions earlier this year gave a
foretaste of what may be to come: when
China slapped a new customs deposit on the
US grain, several ships carrying sorghum
bound for China changed course en-route.
The looming trade war also has US traders
and growers worried. US Senator Ron
Wyden blasted commerce secretary Wilbur
Ross last month, noting growers with 1.5 mil-
lion boxes of cherries ready for China came
to him in a panic.

“They’re worried those cherries are going
to end up stuck at the dock or rotting in a
warehouse due to China’s retaliation,”
Wyden said. Zhao the Beij ing cherry
importer said existing contracts for this
year’s cherry harvest would make it hard to
stop buying American cherries altogether. “If
we lose some money on contracts this year,
there’s nothing we can do about it,” said
Zhao. “If it’s still going on next year, we’ll go
straight to Turkey and Uzbekistan.”  — AFP 

WARSAW: A Lamborghini car stands in a car dealer’s shop.
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NBK Capital June report: US Trade war 
weighs heavily on market performance

KUWAIT: Global equities in June continued
with negative performance, dropping 0.7%,
as measured by the MSCI All Country
World Index while Q2 2018 performance is
almost flat at -0.1%. In the US, the two
major indices had mixed performance with
the S&P 500 gaining, for the third month
straight, 0.5% while the Dow Jones Index
closed down 0.6%. On a quarterly basis,
both indices are positive with the S&P 500
and Dow Jones Index up 2.9% and 0.7%,
respectively. Trade war talks continue to
weigh heavily on market performance. 

During the month, the G7 met but were
unable to find a resolution pertaining to
global trade strains. The Federal Reserve
hiked its key short-term rate by 25bps, to a
target rate range of 1.75-2.00% and sig-
naled a possible additional two hikes by
year-end. In terms of the economy, the
Market Manufacturing PMI in June was
slightly higher than the previous month at
55.4 vs 54.6, indicating continued growth.
The annualized Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) for Q1 2018 came in at 2.0% just
under the preliminary figure and market
expectations.

EU retaliating 
In Europe, June’s performance as meas-

ured by the Stoxx Europe 600 was down
0.8%, yet on a quarterly basis remains up
2.4% given the strong performance back in

April. Germany and France’s major indices
followed suit with the DAX Index and CAC
40 Index shedding 2.4% and 1.4% although
for the quarter were up 1.7% and 3.0%.
During the month, US tariffs went into effect
on European aluminum and steel forcing the
EU to retaliate with tariffs on US products
worth an estimated USD3.4 billion. 

Internally, the EU governments have
come to an agreement with Greece delaying
repayment of EUR96 billion for an addition-
al ten years in an effort to assist the country
in recovering as the bailout program ends in
August. On the economic front, the Markit
Manufacturing PMI for June came in at 54.9
remaining above the 50 mark. The
Consumer Confidence figure dropped to -
0.5 from 0.2 in the previous month while the
Consumer Price Index year on year
increased 2.0% slightly better than May’s
reading of 1.9%.

The UK’s FTSE 100 Index in June was
unable to maintain its positive momentum
from the previous two months closing in the
red 0.5%. On a quarterly basis, the Index is
a top performer registering gains of 8.2%
reversing for the most part the losses sus-
tained in the first quarter of 2018. On the
Brexit front, Prime Minister May won a key
vote putting a halt to pro-Europe conser-
vatives handing Brexit negotiating power to
Parliament that would have more than likely
ensured a soft divorce from Europe. During

45 years on, Cambodia 
restores railway link 
to Phnom Penh  
PHNOM PENH: Cambodia yesterday reopened the final
stretch of a railway running from the capital Phnom Penh
to the border with neighboring Thailand, the first time
the line has been operational in 45 years. The Asian
Development Bank provided $13 million in 2009 to
rebuild the missing link which aims to slash travel time
between the two countries and boost trade.

Cambodian transport minister Sun Chanthol said a
train ran yesterday morning from the northwestern
province of Pursat to Phnom Penh, the last remaining
section of the track between the two countries to be
finished. “This is a historic day for our nation,” Sun
Chanthol said. Cambodia and Thailand still have to
hash out an agreement on trains crossing the border
but Sun Chanthol said the two countries hoped to
strike a deal soon.

Much of Cambodia’s railways-built by the French dur-
ing their colonial occupation-were damaged by years of
bitter conflict that engulfed the country during the Cold
War era. A 48-kilometer portion of the railway near the
border town of Poipet was destroyed by war in 1973. The
rest of link to Phnom Penh had been suspended for more
than a decade due to the poor condition of the track. The
Southeast Asian country has more than 600 kilometers
of traintrack extending from its northern border with
Thailand down to the southern coast. — AFP
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CURRENCY BUY SELL
Europe

British Pound 0.391263 0.405163
Czech Korune 0.005531 0.014831
Danish Krone 0.043337 0.048337
Euro 0. 3455305 0.359005
Georgian Lari 0.139562 0.139562
Hungarian 0.001144 0.001334
Norwegian Krone 0.033106 0.038308
Romanian Leu 0.065001 0.081851
Russian ruble 0.004788 0.004788
Slovakia 0.009060 0.019060
Swedish Krona 0.029804 0.034804
Swiss Franc 0.298311 0.309311

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.214262 0.226262
New Zealand Dollar 0.196849 0.206349

America
Canadian Dollar 0.224467 0.233467
US Dollars 0.299460 0.304750
US Dollars Mint 0.299950 0.304750

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003125 0.003926
Chinese Yuan 0.043905 0.047405
Hong Kong Dollar 0.036927 0.039677
Indian Rupee 0.003829 0.004601

Indonesian Rupiah 0.000017 0.000023
Japanese Yen 0.002655 0.002835
Korean Won 0.000260 0.000275
Malaysian Ringgit 0.071524 0.077524
Nepalese Rupee 0.002662 0.003002
Pakistan Rupee 0.001917 0.002687
Philippine Peso 0.005494 0.005794
Singapore Dollar 0.216633 0.226333
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001625 0.002205
Taiwan 0.010416 0.010596
Thai Baht 0.008837 0.009387

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.789752 0.806252
Egyptian Pound 0.014332 0.020050
Iranian Riyal 0.000084 0.000085
Iraqi Dinar 0.000197 0.000257
Jordanian Dinar 0.423836 0.432836
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000156 0.000256
Moroccan Dirhams 0.020565 0.044565
Omani Riyal 0.782123 0.787803
Qatar Riyal 0.079088 0.084028
Saudi Riyal 0.079860 0.081160
Syrian Pound 0.001287 0.001507
Tunisian Dinar 0.112384 0.120384
Turkish Lira 0.060180 0.070480
UAE Dirhams 0.081220 0.082920
Yemeni Riyal 0.000987 0.001067

EXCHANGE RATES

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

the month, the BOE met and on a split vote of 6-
3 held its key policy rate unchanged. In terms of
economic news, the Markit Manufacturing PMI
was flat for June coming in at 54.4. The Gfk
Consumer Confidence in June was -9 dropping 2
points from May’s reading. The GDP year on
year Q1 reading came in at 1.2% as per market
expectations.

Japan’s Nikkei 225 in June posted a gain of
0.5% registering a Q2 2018 close of positive
4.0%. The BOJ reduced its inflation expectations
with the governor stressing his intentions to con-
tinue with loose monetary policy.  Trade war talks
continue to be a major concern with Trump
threatening automakers with tariffs. Japan’s gov-
ernment did not use retaliatory language but
explained that such a move would hurt the global
auto industry and negatively affect Americans.
Economically the country remains in a growth
mode as the Nikkei Manufacturing PMI in June
came in at 53 slightly higher than the previous
month’s reading while Consumer Confidence for
June remains below 50 at 43.7.

Rising oil prices 
Emerging markets in June continue to bleed

posting a loss 4.6% as measured by the MSCI
Emerging Market Index. In terms of quarterly
performance, the Index in Q2 2018 is down 8.7%.
The Index suffered losses on the back of general
trade war talks and more so on US rhetoric aimed
at China. Sub-markets also suffered during the
month. The Shanghai Composite Index shed
8.0% bringing its Q2 performance to -10.1%.

South Korea’s KOSPI200 Index suffered a
similar fate dropping in June 3.6% with its Q2
performance down 4.8%. During the month,
President Trump and North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un attended a summit marking a historic
moment as no sitting US president has ever met

with North Korean leadership. In China, the eco-
nomic activity remains positive with the Caixin
Manufacturing PMI coming in at 51. The Non-
Manufacturing PMI in June increased by 0.1 to
55. In South Korea, the Nikkei Markit
Manufacturing PMI, remains below 50, although
increased by 0.9 to 49.8. 

Brent Oil in June closed up 2.4%, marking
the fourth straight month of positive returns. On
a quarterly basis, the commodity is up 13%
while on a YTD basis it is up 18.8%. OPEC
along with Russia met in Vienna during the
month to discuss potential shortfalls in supply
resulting from the Iran nuclear deal falling
apart , Venezuelan production issues, and
increased demand. The meeting ended with an
agreement that countries would in aggregate
increase production by almost 1 million barrels
per day starting in July.  Gold continues to per-

form poorly, dropping in June 3.5% bringing its
Q2 performance to -5.5%.

GCC equities ended the month of June in posi-
tive territory, up 1.3%, as measured by the S&P
GCC Index. The GCC equity markets benefitted
from news of Saudi Arabia’s MSCI upgrade to
Emerging Market status and Kuwait’s possible
future upgrade in addition to rising oil prices. The
best performing index was Bahrain Bourse’s All
Share Index for the second consecutive month, up
3.6%, followed by Kuwait up 3.3%, Saudi Arabia
up 1.9% and Qatar up 1.6%. The worst perform-
ing index was Dubai’s DFM General Index for the
second consecutive month, down 4.8%, followed
by Abu Dhabi down 1.0% and Oman down 0.8%.
MENA equities, as measured by the S&P Pan
Arab Composite Index, closed the month in the
green 0.7% with Egypt’s EGX 30 registering
losses of 0.4%.

US motorists 
react to rising 
gasoline prices 
LONDON: US traffic volumes are leveling
off in a sign the previous stimulus from
cheap gasoline prices is fading as pump
prices rise. The volume of traffic on US
roads was down by almost 0.6 percent in
April compared with the same month a year
earlier, after seasonal adjustments, accord-
ing to statistics released on Monday.

Traffic volumes declined year-on-year
for the first time since the first quarter of
2014, according to the Federal Highway
Administration (“Traffic volume trends”,
FHWA, July 2018). Volumes in any one
month can be distorted by the timing of
public holidays, the distribution of working
days and weekends, and unusual weather
patterns. But the rate of growth in traffic
volumes has been slowing consistently
since early 2016, coinciding with the rise in
gasoline prices, after accelerating during
2014/15, coinciding with the previous oil
price slump.

Traffic volume growth has been corre-
lated with the rise and fall in retail gasoline
prices over at least the past 25 years,
among other factors. Cheap gasoline pro-
vided a significant stimulus to driving dur-
ing the latter part of 2014 and throughout
2015 but the impact has faded as average
pump prices have climbed back towards $3
per gallon. The slowdown in traffic volume
growth is consistent with separate data
showing a leveling off in the quantity of
gasoline consumed in 2017/18 after rapid
growth in 2015/16.

The quantity of gasoline supplied to
domestic consumers during the first four
months of 2018 rose by just 4 million bar-
rels or 0.4 percent compared with the
same month a year earlier (“Petroleum
Supply Monthly”, EIA, June 2018). EIA
forecasts US gasoline consumption will
grow by just 20,000 barrels per day (bpd)
in 2018 and 40,000 bpd in 2019, after ris-
ing by just 2,000 bpd in 2017 but 139,000
bpd in 2016 and 257,000 bpd in 2015. By
contrast, US distillate consumption is pre-
dicted to rise by 130,000 bpd in 2018 and

another 60,000 bpd in 2019 (“Short-Term
Energy Outlook”, EIA, June 2018).

Fading stimulus
Besides the impact on miles driven, oil

prices influence gasoline consumption
through motorists’ choices about new vehi-
cles purchased and the retirement of older
vehicles from the fleet. During the price
slump, consumers switched to purchasing
larger vehicles with lower fuel economy,
reversing the earlier trend towards smaller
cars and more efficient engines, in the
process boosting gasoline consumption.

Now prices are climbing, fuel economy
is set to become more important for vehi-
cle buyers again, and there is likely to be a
shift back towards smaller, more fuel-effi-
cient engines, restraining further consump-
tion growth. Over the last seven decades,
there has been a clear link between oil
prices and fuel consumption growth rates,
which has been confirmed during the most
recent oil-price cycle.

Oil consumption is normally led by
gasoline during the first phase of each
cyclical upswing until distillates become
the primary driver in the second phase.
During the first phase of the current cycli-
cal recovery, the rise in oil consumption
was led by gasoline consumption by pri-
vate motorists, but that impact is now fad-
ing as gasoline prices climb. — Reuters

PHNOM PENH: A Cambodian transport personnel looks out
from a train upon arrival in Phnom Penh railway station
yesterday after travelling from the northwestern province of
Pursat using the newly restored railway. — AFP

FORT WASHINGTON: Automobile traffic
moves along the Capitol Beltway during
rush hour one day before the 4th of July
holiday. — AFP 

US Dollar 303.190
Canadian Dollar 230.390
Sterling Pound 399.635
Euro 354.215
Swiss Frank 304.180
Bahrain Dinar 806.295
UAE Dirhams 82.950
Qatari Riyals 84.185
Saudi Riyals 81.745
Jordanian Dinar 428.915
Egyptian Pound 16.964
Sri Lankan Rupees 1.916
Indian Rupees 4.424
Pakistani Rupees 2.493
Bangladesh Taka 3.627
Philippines Pesso 5.682
Cyprus pound 18.040
Japanese Yen 3.735
Syrian Pound 1.590
Nepalese Rupees 2.755
Malaysian Ringgit 75.765
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 45.695
Thai Bhat 10.100
Turkish Lira 66.040



BERLIN: German Chancellor Angela Merkel
yesterday warned US President Donald Trump
against unleashing an all-out trade war after he
threatened to impose steep tariffs on cars from
the European Union. In a speech to the
Bundestag federal parliament, Merkel said both
sides were effectively locked in a “trade con-
flict” since Trump’s decision to slap punitive
tariffs on steel and aluminum imports.

“It is worthwhile to prevent this conflict from
becoming a real war,” she said, adding however
that this “would require both sides” to take
steps.  Trump on Sunday charged that Europe is
“possibly as bad as China” on trade, as he reit-
erated that he is mulling import taxes of 20 per-
cent on EU cars. The EU has slapped tariffs on
iconic US products including bourbon, jeans
and Harley-Davidson motorcycles, as a symbol-
ic tit-for-tat response to the metals duties.

Taking aim at Trump over his complaint that
the EU, and in particular economic powerhouse
Germany, is running a massive trade surplus
against the US, Merkel said that his calculation is
skewed as it is based only on goods, not servic-
es. “If you include services like the digital servic-
es, then you have a completely different trade

balance sheet, with the US showing a surplus
against the EU,” she noted. “It is almost old-
fashioned to only calculate goods and not
include services,” Merkel said.

Merkel has previously voiced backing for a
“digital tax” that would target multinationals
like Amazon, Facebook or Google, which have
come under fire for shifting earnings around
Europe in order to pay lower taxes. But the EU
is divided over the proposal, as countries
including Luxembourg and Ireland are loath to
see US tech giants head for the exit. With the
US-EU trade row showing few signs of easing,
European Commission President Jean-Claude
Juncker is heading to Washington by the end of
July to seek a way out of the conflict. 

Reliable NATO partner 
Relations between the US and other indus-

trialized powers have turned increasingly tense
as Trump has pushed his “America First” stance
with punishing consequences for trading part-
ners, irregardless of whether they are allies or
adversaries. Historically strong ties between
Berlin and Washington have also taken a beat-
ing since the US leader repeatedly skewered

Germany over its record trade surplus as well
as its relatively small defense spending. Merkel
acknowledged that Berlin has not been invest-
ing enough on defense, but stressed that it will
push outlays to 1.5 percent of gross domestic
product by 2025. Nevertheless, Berlin’s planned
spending is still short of the NATO goal of 2
percent that Trump insists on.

And despite its 1.5 percent pledge, its latest
budget forecast for the coming years shows the
proportion actually falling to 1.23 percent in
2022 from 1.24 percent this year-something that
could emerge as a point of contention when
NATO leaders gather in Brussels next
Wednesday and Thursday (July 11-12). Merkel
stressed however that “Germany is a reliable
partner in NATO”. “We are the second
biggest provider of troops, we are participat-
ing in several missions and Germany will
remain a reliable partner of NATO,” she said.
Merkel said “wars are raging on our front
door,” listing the Syrian war, Islamic State
group militancy, unrest in Afghanistan and
the conflict in Ukraine. “To not be prepared
for defence of the alliance would be negli-
gent,” she said. — AFP 
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Merkel warns Trump against 
unleashing all-out trade war

‘Prevent this conflict from becoming a real war’

BERLIN: General view of the plenum taken as German Chancellor Angela Merkel (R) delivers
a speech at the Bundestag, the lower house of parliament. — AFP 

LONDON: The gap between short- and
long-term euro zone borrowing costs was
near its tightest in over a week yesterday
as the European Central Bank appeared to
push on with plans to focus its bond-buy-
ing on longer-dated debt. The ECB stepped
up purchases of government bonds in June
to their highest level this year and
Commerzbank suggested the central bank
had also increased the duration of its pur-
chases.  Reuters reported last week that
this would be the bank’s focus in the future.

That has helped drive the yield spread
between Germany’s two- and 10-year debt
to the flattest in a year at 97 basis points.
The gap between 10- and 30-year yields
has narrowed 10 basis points over the past
week. The moves in the German curve also
follow the flattening momentum in the US
Treasury bond market, where the two-10
yield spread has fallen under 30 bps at the
tightest levels in over a decade,    

Elsewhere, French 30-year borrowing
costs are close to their lowest level in 18
months and the Italian 10s/30s bond yield
spread has tightened 18 basis points over
the past week to 74 bps. “This is hugely
important because at the end of the day the
amount of stimulus depends on the amount
of duration the ECB extracts,” said
Commerzbank strategist Christoph Rieger.

HSBC reckons 10-year German Bund
yields could end the year as low as 0.4 per-
cent, slashing its previous 0.75 percent
forecast because of global growth concerns

and the recent flare-up in German political
tensions. Central bank buying of longer-
dated debt magnifies the effect of the mon-
etary policy by providing an incentive for
long-term borrowing and, by extension,
further spending.

It also allows countries and companies
to term out their debt profiles and make
them more sustainable. The German state
of Nord Rhein Westphalia looks to be the
first to benefit as it plans a 50-year bond
sale yesterday. At the last update, it was
planning to raise 1.25 billion euros from the
sale. “The demand for 50-year is there for
good reason. There’s a lot of convexity val-
ue for pension funds and for asset man-
agers,” said Rieger of Commerzbank. 

Belgium’s Flemish Community was also
in the market for a 20-year bond yesterday,
and was set for a 750 million euro deal. But
on a day of thin liquidity caused by the
Independence Day holiday in the United
States, euro zone government bond yields
were largely flat. Elsewhere, China is put-
ting pressure on the European Union to
issue a strong joint statement against US
President Donald Trump’s trade policies at
a summit later this month but is facing
resistance, European officials said.
Meanwhile, euro zone business activity
nudged up slightly faster than previously
thought last month, surveys showed. But
with companies at their gloomiest since late
2016, a more robust rebound seemed
unlikely. — Reuters 

Euro zone yields pinned near
lows on ECB duration bet

UK economy 
picks up speed, 
raising chance 
of rate rise
LONDON: Britain’s large services industry grew
last month at its fastest rate since October, a
survey showed yesterday, prompting investors
to increase bets that the Bank of England will
raise interest rates next month. After a weak first
four months of 2018, the IHS Markit/CIPS serv-
ices Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) rose to
55.1 in June, easily beating economists’ average
forecasts in a Reuters poll of 54.0, unchanged
from May’s reading.

June surveys this week for the smaller manu-
facturing and construction sectors also beat
expectations. Taken together, the three PMIs
point to overall economic growth of 0.4 percent
in the second quarter, double the pace of the
first, IHS Markit said. Sterling rallied and British
government bond yields rose as financial markets
priced in a greater chance that the Bank of
England will raise interest rates to 0.75 percent
from the 0.5 percent they have stood at for most
of the past decade. In May, the BoE postponed a
widely-expected rate hike after the economy
slowed more than forecast in the three months to
March, due in part to unusually harsh winter
weather. High inflation and continuing deep
uncertainty about the terms Britain’s departure
from the European Union in March 2019 have
acted as underlying drags on growth. 

The central bank also said in May that in the
event of a recovery, rates were likely to rise for
only the second time in more than a decade as
part of a gradual move away from the emer-
gency stimulus program it rolled out during the
financial crisis. “These PMIs - the last before the

Monetary Policy Committee finalize their August
2 decision - are consistent with a robust sec-
ond-quarter rebound, and keep our call for an
August hike on track,” Morgan Stanley econo-
mist Jacob Nell said.

Spend while the sun shines?
Last month BoE chief economist Andy

Haldane joined two other members of the BoE’s
nine-strong Monetary Policy Committee in call-
ing for a rate rise, and data was revised to show
the first-quarter slowdown was less severe than
first thought. The BoE has forecast 0.4 percent
GDP growth for the second quarter and also
expects inflation to pick up in the coming
months due to higher oil prices. Yesterday’s sur-
vey backed up the BoE’s view, showing service
firms contending with higher wage and fuel
costs and overall input costs rising at the fastest
pace since September 2017. New business
flowed in at the fastest rate in just over a year,

with firms registering a boost to consumer
spending from unusually warm weather. But
expectations among businesses for the next 12
months- during which Britain is due to leave the
EU-were below their average for the years since
the financial crisis, with Brexit-related uncer-
tainty to blame, IHS Markit said.

Britain cannot yet count on a transitional EU
trade deal for the period immediately after
Brexit, which means firms cannot rule out border
disruptions after March. “Such a divergence
between current and expected future activity
stokes worries that the upturn is being fuelled
by short-term spending ... and likely masks a
lack of longer-term business investment,” IHS
Markit economist Chris Williamson said. Euro
zone PMI data yesterday showed businesses in
the bloc at their gloomiest since late 2016,
despite activity growing at its fastest in four
months, reflecting concerns about a possible
trade war with the United States. — Reuters 

BRUSSELS: British Prime Minister Theresa May laughs during a bilateral meeting with Irish
Prime Minister during an European Union leaders’ summit focused on migration, Brexit and
eurozone reforms on June 28, 2018 at the Europa building. — AFP 
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KFH: Int’l toll 
free service 
in 6 countries 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) offers
“International Toll Free Service” to its customers
in 6 countries outside Kuwait (USA, UK, Canada
and France, in addition to Turkey and Germany)
without any additional fees. This comes as part
of the bank’s strategy of delivering superior cus-
tomer service, supporting the bank’s continuing
efforts to improve innovation and reinforcing the
network of its banking services. To use this serv-
ice and reach KFH’s Allo Baitak Call Center
1803333, customers can call on the following toll
free numbers. 

Country Number 
USA, Canada 18008188608
UK 08000148898
France 0805086620
Germany 08001817080
Turkey 908503902170+

(Local tariff charges may
be applied in Turkey by
local Turkish telecoms
companies when calling
this number)

Calls from those
numbers have priority
to pick up from the Call
Center agents. This
service in conjunction
with the travel season,
enabling KFH’s cus-
tomers to contact the
KFH Call Center from the mentioned countries at
any time of the day or night, adding to the cus-
tomers’ peace of mind in knowing that their bank
is a local phone call away, wherever they are.

Meshal Al Obaid, Executive Manager -
Direct Channels, explained, “We pride ourselves
in delivering the best and highest in service
quality standards, and this new addition to our
services allows us to further enhance these stan-
dards at the Call Center. It also has the added
benefit of building trust with KFH customers by
making it easy for them to contact the Call
Center.” KFH is continually striving to deliver the
best and most convenient in banking technology,
in efforts to meet customers’ aspirations.

For the first time in Mideast, Kuwait 
sees opening of Hafele Design Studio

KUWAIT: Extending to its leadership and success in the
industry All Wood Design - a subsidiary of Mohamed Al
Mahmoud Company signs an agreement with a well-reputed
German company Hafele. This agreement was established to
create a joint design studio between All Wood Design Studio
and Hafele.  This ultimate partnership will enable All Wood
Design to offer its customers with an enhanced custom
experience for all sorts of wood works. Their partnership was
celebrated during the grand opening of Hafele Design Studio
that took place on July 3rd, 2018. The showroom was specifi-
cally designed to highlight All Wood Design’s modern and
exceptional products operated by Hafele technical solutions.

Commenting on this partnership is Eng. Mohamed Al
Mahmoud, General Manager of Mohamed Al Mahmoud
Company: “We are pleased to announce that Hafele has con-
fidently chosen us as a partner to open the first in the Middle
East Hafele Design Studio being introduced here in Kuwait.
Through this joint showroom we are offering customers with
a wide range of cabinets, doors and furniture enabling cus-
tomers a peace of mind as it is an internationally designed
and developed technology.”

Speaking on behalf of Hafele is its Regional Manager,
Younis Saeed: “We have established a well-reputed name in
the international marketplace as we were able to create local

market confidence while using our products. Today, we begin
a new journey with All Wood Design that is a subsidiary of
Mohamed Al Mahmoud Company, as we have come to real-
ize that they share our same vision and strategy of offering
customers sophistication in furniture design while assimilat-
ing high quality; hence our integration comes about to estab-
lish for the first time in the Middle East here in Kuwait
Hafele’s Design Studio.”

Mohamed Al Mahmoud Group is one of the prominent
companies in Kuwait that manufacture metal and wooden
doors and all its accessories and supplies. It successfully
established its name in the local market gaining market confi-
dence, and thus making itself the preferred company of
choice for many leading projects in Kuwait such as individual
and corporate clients. The Group’s most renown projects
include; Kuwait Central Bank, Al Hamra Tower, Rotana Al

Manshar Hotel, Al Farwaniya Hospital, and Al Asima Tower. 
The Group owns a factory to manufacture wood works to

suit any client’s needs, that is well equipped with the latest
industrial technology of equipment and machinery. The fac-
tory is run by professional and high-level engineers and
technicians. The plants production capacity is able to pro-
duce more that 150 finished doors per day. The engineering
team within the factory is committed to adhere to the highest
standards of quality and accuracy of production to produce
the final desired product, which provides customers with the
highest levels of satisfaction of the quality. For more informa-
tion about All Wood Design please follow @AllWoodesign
on instagram to keep update with their latest innovations. 

Hafele is one of the world’s leading door and furniture
accessories manufacturers, as it has international market
experience of a 100 years. The company employs more than
7,600 employees in various productive and engineering sec-
tors, and includes agents in 37 other centers around the
world. The company produces a wide array of high quality
and durable accessories including sling hinges, bolt fasteners,
drawer rails, regular and electronic locks, office tables and
supports, drawer doors, cabinets and lighted shelves, and
other small engineering pieces and accessories for doors and
furniture.

Meshal Al Obaid

Burgan Bank 
offers chance to
attend screening
of ‘Hotel
Transylvania 3’
KUWAIT: Burgan Bank announced yesterday
its latest exclusive offer with Grand Cinemas, to
invite its ‘BuBa’ Kids customers to watch ‘Hotel
Transylvania 3 - A Monster Vacation” movie at
Grand Cinemas- Al Hamra Luxury Centre, on
Thursday 12th of July, 2018 for free at 5:30pm
and 7:30pm. Each BuBa customer will be enti-
tled to two free tickets. To avail those tickets,
customers need to visit the box office at Al
Hamra Luxury Center starting from today. 

This offer comes as part of the bank’s wide
and exclusive range of valuable privileges and
benefits that are specially designated for its
BuBa customers. Burgan Bank strives to offer its
customer-base with best-in-class services along
with benefits that suits their needs, and today’s
announcement is a clear indication of that.

Customers are among the bank’s main pri-
orities and by partnering with Grand Cinemas,
Kuwait’s newest and most luxurious movie
theater; the bank continues to reinforce its
position as a leading financial institution that
meets its individual customer aspirations.  This

step forward marks a new era for Burgan
Bank and Grand Cinemas conjoint customer
service, which falls in the strategies of both
firms to keep pioneering the entertainment
industry and upgrading their clientele’s serv-
ice to the highest of levels.

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank announced Hashem
Hasan Abu Al Qasem Hashem as the winner
of its second quarterly Al Danah draw, tak-
ing home a cash prize of KD 250,000. The
announcement was aired live on
Wednesday 27th June 2018, at the
‘Diwaniyat Al Yaqout & Al Ansari’ program
on radio station Kuwait Pulse (88.8 FM) 

Gulf Bank’s Al Danah account is open to
Kuwaiti and non-Kuwaiti residents of
Kuwait. Customers require a minimum of
KD200 to open an account, and the same
amount must be maintained to be eligible

for the upcoming Al Danah draws. If the
account balance falls below KD200 at any
given time, a KD2 charge will be made
monthly to the account until the minimum
balance is met. Customers who open an
account and deposit money will enter the
daily draw within two days. 

To take part in the Al Danah 2018 upcom-
ing quarterly and yearly draws, customers
must meet the required hold period for each
draw. Gulf Bank encourages its customers to
increase their chances of winning with Al
Danah by depositing more money into their

Gulf Bank account using the new ePay (Self-
Pay) service, which is available on Gulf
Bank’s Online and Mobile Banking. 

Al  Danah a lso offers  a  number of
unique services including the Al Danah
Deposit Only ATM card, which helps
account holders deposit their money at
their  convenience, as  wel l  as  the Al
Danah calculator to help customers esti-
mate their chances of becoming an Al
Danah winner. Gulf Bank’s Al Danah third
quarter ly draw for  the pr ize of  KD
500,000 will be held on 26 September
2018, and the final Al Danah draw for KD
1 million - the Guinness World Record
acclaimed largest prize linked to a bank
account in the world - will be held on 10
January 2019, when the Al Danah million-
aire will be announced.

GBK announces Al Danah’s 
second quarterly winner 

Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Hashem Hasan Abu Al Qasem Hashem receives his prize from
Gulf Bank management.
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KAMPALA: Politicians, clerics, feminists and others
have formed a broad coalition of Ugandans calling
Tuesday for an end to a social media tax the govern-
ment hopes will raise revenue and silence “gossip”. On
Sunday Uganda’s communications regulator blocked
access to social media including WhatsApp, Facebook
and Twitter, as well as dating sites Tinder and Grindr,
unless users pay a 200-shilling ($0.05, 0.04 euro) daily
tax. The outcry was immediate.

“I was in a village on Sunday when the tax started
and people were outraged,” said Siraje Nsambu, a
spokesman for the Tabliq Muslim sect. “Even a poor boy
will [now have to] strive hard to buy a Chinese mobile
phone and get online.” he said. Feminist writer and
activist Edna Ninsiima slammed the “insane” tax. “It’s
trampling freedom of expression and infringing our
rights,” she told AFP.

Mobile internet users now have to input a telephone
code to pay the tax before they are able to access most
social media sites, although implementation has proved
patchy with some blocked services still available. Some
have turned to virtual private networks (VPNs) to dis-
guise their location and avoid the levy, a trick learned
during elections two years ago when the government
tried to shut down social media.

Finance minister David Bahati said Tuesday the tax
will help pay for “the development of the country” and
ordered the communications regulator to stop
Ugandans using VPNs, though it is unclear how this
directive can be carried out. President Yoweri
Museveni-an avid Twitter user with 855,000 followers-
urged the imposition of the tax earlier this year, to put
an end to “gossip”. Opponents have given these justifi-
cations short shrift. “The whole idea of the tax is to cur-
tail social media,” said singer and parliamentarian Bobi
Wine-real name Robert Kyagulanyi-whose election last
year was fuelled by social media and who wants the tax
abolished. — AFP

Ugandan netizens
unite against 
social media tax

NEW YORK/HONG KONG: China’s embattled ZTE
Corp has received a temporary reprieve from the US
government to conduct business needed to maintain
existing networks and equipment as it works toward the
lifting of a US  supplier ban. ZTE, which makes smart-
phones and networking gear, was forced to cease major
operations in April after the United States slapped it
with a supplier ban, saying it broke an agreement to dis-
cipline executives who conspired to evade US  sanctions
on Iran and North Korea.

The authorization seen by Reuters from the US
Commerce Department’s Bureau of Industry and Services
runs from July 2 until Aug 1. It allows China’s No 2
telecommunications equipment maker to continue operat-
ing existing networks and equipment and provide handset
customer support for contracts signed before April 15.  It
also permits limited transfer of funds to or from ZTE.

On Tuesday, ZTE also announced the departure of 1
senior executive in a stock exchange filing, while a
source who saw an internal memo told Reuters seven
others were removed. As part of its settlement agree-
ment reached in June with US authorities, ZTE had
promised to radically overhaul its management. The
company also agreed to pay a $1 billion penalty and
put $400 million in an escrow account as part of the
deal to resume business with US suppliers - which pro-
vide almost a third of the components used in ZTE’s
equipment.

Sensitive matter
ZTE said in exchange filings late on Tuesday that Xu

Weiyan, a shareholders’ representative supervisor in the
company’s supervisory committee, has resigned due to
personal commitments with immediate effect and no

longer holds any position in the company. An insider
source told Reuters a memo was sent out on Tuesday
announcing the removal of seven other executives, with-
out providing a reason. They included vice presidents
Wang Keyou, Xie Jiepeng and Ma Jie, who were in charge
of the legal, finance and supply chain departments,
respectively. 

Reuters could not immediately contact them for com-
ment. The source declined to be identified due to the
sensitivity of the matter. As part of the deal to lift the
supplier ban, ZTE had agreed to remove all members of
its leadership at or above the senior vice president level,
along with any executives associated with the wrong-
doing within 30 days.

It is not immediately clear whether the eight depar-
tures on Tuesday were related to ZTE’s compliance viola-
tion.  ZTE announced a new board last week in a radical
management shakeup. Li Zixue was appointed the new
chairman while the previous board led by Chairman Yin
Yimin resigned with immediate effect.

Despite the agreement reached almost a month ago,
the ban is yet to be lifted amid strong opposition among
some US politicians. ZTE has made the $1 billion pay-
ment but has yet to deposit the $400 million in escrow,
according to sources. 

The uncertainty over the ban amid intensifying US-
China trade tensions has hammered ZTE shares, which
have cratered around 60 percent  s ince trading
resumed last month following a two-month hiatus, wip-
ing out more than $11 billion of the company’s market
valuation.

ZTE’s Hong Kong shares were down 0.5 percent yes-
terday, while its Shenzhen shares were up more than 4
percent. Jefferies on Monday upgraded ZTE to a “buy”

rating from “underperform”. Its analyst, Edison Lee, said
in a note on Tuesday that the temporary reprieve was “a
very positive indication that ZTE is on track to a full lifting

of the export ban”. A representative for ZTE declined to
comment. The US Department of Commerce did not
respond to requests for comment. — Reuters 

ZTE given temporary reprieve 
from US; removes more execs

On track to have supplier ban lifted 

Facebook bug
unblocks unwanted
connections 
SAN FRANCISCO: Facebook said it is notifying more
than 800,000 users that a software bug temporarily
unblocked people at the social network and its Messenger
service. The glitch active between May 29 and June 5 has
been fixed, according to Facebook, which has been striving
to regain trust in the aftermath of a Cambridge Analytica
data privacy scandal.

“We know that the ability to block someone is impor-
tant,” Facebook chief privacy officer Erin Egan said in a blog
post. “We’d like to apologize and explain what happened.”
Blocking someone on Facebook prevents them from seeing
posts in a blocker’s profile; connecting as a friend, or starting
Messenger conversations. Blocking someone also automati-
cally “unfriends” the person. “There are many reasons why

people block another person on Facebook,” Egan said.
“Their relationship may have changed or they may want

to take a break from someone posting content they find
annoying.” People are blocked for harsher reasons, such as
harassment or bullying, Egan added. The software bug did
not restore any severed friend connections at the social
network, but someone who was blocked could have been
able to reach out to a blocker on Messenger, according to
Facebook. “While someone who was unblocked could not
see content shared with friends, they could have seen
things posted to a wider audience,” Egan said of the glitch.

The vast majority of the more than 800,000 people
affected by the bug had only one person they had blocked
be temporarily unblocked, according to Facebook. People
affected by the bug will get notifications encouraging them
to check their blocked lists. Facebook chief Mark
Zuckerberg earlier this year was grilled by the European
Parliament and the US Congress about a massive breach of
users’ personal data in the Cambridge Analytica scandal.
Facebook admitted that up to 87 million users may have
had their data hijacked by British consultancy Cambridge
Analytica, which worked for US President Donald Trump
during his 2016 campaign. — AFP 

Tesla Model 3
production 
leader leaves
company
SAN FRANCISCO: Tesla on Monday con-
firmed that the head of Model 3 produc-
tion, who went on leave after chief execu-
tive Elon Musk took over his duties, will
not be returning. The departure of engi-
neering senior vice president Doug Field
came as California-based Tesla appeared
to have finally hit a self-imposed goal of
cranking out 5,000 Model 3 electric cars
in a week. Tesla co-founder Musk fired off
a Twitter post over the weekend saying
“7,000 cars, 7 days.”

In a note to investors on Monday,
Analyst Trip Chowdhry of Global Equities
said that in the preceding week, Tesla pro-
duced 5,000 of its Model 3 cars, along
with a combined total of 2,000 Model S
and Model X vehicles. Tesla has been
under pressure to increase production to
show it can operate profitably and at the
kind of scale needed to be considered a
major auto company. Musk has been man-
aging the Tesla production line, which has
been rejiggered to pump out cars faster.

Field will not be returning to the com-
pany, according to Tesla.”After almost five
years at Tesla, Doug Field is moving on,” a
company spokesman told AFP. “We’d like
to thank Doug for his hard work over the
years and for everything he has done for
Tesla.” Tesla announced in June that it was
cutting nine percent of its workforce to
enhance profitability, but said the move
would not affect an ambitious production
ramp-up of its Model 3 sedan.

The job cuts are part of a company-
wide restructuring to address excess staff
in some areas due to the company’s speedy
growth, Musk said in an email to employ-
ees. The cuts concern salaried staff but not
production workers and will not affect
Model 3 output targets, said Musk, who
characterized the downsizing as an
acknowledgement of the need to focus
more on costs.

“Given that Tesla has never made an
annual profit in the almost 15 years since
we have existed, profit is obviously not
what motivates us,” Musk said in the mes-
sage. “What drives us is our mission to
accelerate the world’s transition to sustain-
able, clean energy, but we will never
achieve that mission unless we eventually
demonstrate that we can be sustainably
profitable.” Shares of Tesla closed the for-
mal trading day down 2.3 percent to
$335.07 but regained some of that ground
in after-market trades. — AFP 

BEIJING: A boy sits in a Tesla car during a visit at Tesla showroom. — AFP 

MANCHESTER: In this file photo taken on March 22, 2018, a
computer screen displays logos associated with the social
networking site Facebook. — AFP 

BEIJING: In this file photo taken on May 2, 2018 the ZTE logo is seen on a building. — AFP 

China court ‘bans
sales’ of chips from
US firm Micron
SHANGHAI: A Chinese technology firm embroiled in a
patent dispute with US chip giant Micron said yesterday
that a court had ruled in its favor and ordered an immedi-
ate halt of several Micron products in China. According to
the state-owned Fujian Jinhua Integrated Circuit Co, a
court in the southeastern city of Fuzhou has ruled that
Micron must stop sales of more than a dozen solid-state
drives, memory sticks and chips. The court ruling was not
immediately available.

A Taiwanese partner of Jinhua, United Microelectronics
Corporation (UMC), issued a similar statement, saying the
court had issued a preliminary injunction against 26 Micron
products. The case comes amid increasing trade friction
between the world’s top two economies, with billions of dol-
lars in fresh trade tariffs due to come into force on Friday.

Earlier this week, US authorities blocked a seven-year
application from China Mobile to enter the domestic mar-
ket, citing national security concerns. Micron is the world’s
fourth-biggest semiconductor supplier by sales revenue fol-
lowing South Korean firms Samsung and SK Hynix and US
chip giant Intel. More than half of its net sales come from
China, the Idaho-based firm said in its 2017 earnings report.

It said in June the case could “have a material adverse
effect” on its business, requiring changes to its China
operation. China established Jinhua in February 2016 in a
bid to make its own home-produced chips, with the firm
investing 37 billion yuan that year to build a production
line with technology support from UMC. Jinhua said
Micron’s “unbridled behavior” had caused “irreparable
damage” to the firm and it will keep monitoring any other
products that used Micron’s chips.

Semiconductors are among China’s biggest imports,
rivaling oil, and have become a stark reminder of its
dependence on US technology. — AFP

China’s Baidu
shows its 
self-driving
buses
BEIJING: China’s internet giant Baidu
announced yesterday it had begun
mass producing the country’s first
autonomous mini-bus, as the firm pre-
pares to roll them out in tourist spots
and airports. CEO Robin Li watched
the 100th vehicle roll off a production
line of a factory in the southeastern
city of Xiamen.

“2018 marks the first year of com-
mercialization for autonomous driving.
From the mass production of Apolong,
we can truly see that autonomous driv-
ing is making great strides-taking the
industry from zero to one,” said the
CEO. The 14-seater Apolong, about one-
third of the size of a normal bus, has no
steering wheel, driver’s seat, accelerator
or brake. Co-produced by Baidu and
Chinese bus manufacturer King Long,
they will soon be pressed into commer-
cial use in enclosed areas such as tourist
areas and airports in several cities

including Beijing, Guangzhou, Shenzhen,
and the country’s new megacity
Xiong’an.

Early next year, they are set to enter
Japan’s self-driving market as shuttle
buses at nuclear power stations or in
Tokyo to ferry around elderly people in
local communities. The vehicles have
the “fourth level” of automation as
defined by the Society of Automotive
Engineers, meaning they can operation
within an enclosed location without
human intervention.

This is one short of the highest level,
where vehicles can operate anywhere on
the road. “I took a self-driving car to
come to the developer conference last
year, and ended up getting a ticket at
(Beijing’s) fifth ring road,” Li quipped.
Baidu, often referred to as China’s
Google, operates the country’s leading
search engine and also invests heavily in
services ranging from online payments
to connected devices and artificial intel-
ligence. “In the past, China exported
cheap commodities to the world. In the
future, China will export AI technology
to the world,” Li said at the firm’s annual
AI developer conference. He also
announced a new AI chip called Kunlun
at the conference, which can support a
wide range of AI applications including
voice recognition, natural language pro-
cessing and autonomous driving. — AFP 

SHANGHAI: This file picture taken on June 13, 2018 shows an Apolong self-driving
mini bus by King Long exhibited at the Consumer Electronics Show (CES) Asia.— AFP 



KARACHI: A white African lioness stares blankly at the
spectators crowded outside her small, steel-barred
cage, her extraordinary coat dotted with numerous
spots, the result of a fungal skin disease that has
marred her once pristine fur. The ailment is curable —
or, rather, it should be. But at the Karachi Zoological
Garden there are not enough vets to give proper treat-
ment to its more than 850 animals, many held in cages
built over a century ago.

“Here we have a mere two veterinaries and three
paramedics. They are not at all sufficient,” said the
zoo’s chief, Mansoor Ahmed Qazi. Management have
been pushing the city council to approve a third vet-
erinary position for the zoo’s population, including
lions, tigers, elephants, chimpanzees, birds and reptiles.
But the council has usually focused more on sewage,
roads, and garbage removal in the chaotic port megac-
ity of some 20 million people, which until recently had
been rocked by years of political and ethnic violence.

“This is unfortunate, that the zoo is heavily under-
staffed and thus not able to take good care of the ani-
mals,” said Humaira Ayesha, an expert from the World
Wild Fund for Nature (WWF) in Karachi.
Unfortunately the problem is not limited to Karachi.
Islamabad’s zoo has long been criticized for its treat-
ment of its lone elephant, Kaavan, which became the

subject of a high-profile rights campaign backed by
music icon Cher in 2016 after it emerged the animal
was being kept in chains.

And the zoo in northwestern Peshawar, which
opened in February, has admitted that 30 animals so
far have died while being transferred or in quarantine,
including three rare snow leopard cubs. “Peshawar Zoo
is very understaffed, and those we have are untrained,”
spokesman Naimat Khan said. There is little legislation
in Pakistan to help support animal welfare. The most
recent law on the books addressing animal cruelty
dates from 1890. Such little legal recourse “makes it
difficult for the country to improve animal welfare
standards in its zoos”, Ayesha of the WWF said.

‘Animals have emotions’ 
At the Karachi Zoological Gardens, shops have

encroached on the zoo property, still dotted with cen-
turies-old tamarind, banyan and ficus trees.”Stones
and garbage from the shops are thrown into the animal
enclaves. That amounts to cruelty,” Faheem Zaman, a
former chief of Karachi Metropolitan Corporation,
says. Visitors also throw things into the animals’ cages. 

An official recalled that a spectator once threw a
handkerchief knotted with a steel wire towards an
ostrich, which gulped it down. “The long neck of the

ostrich was badly damaged and we had to operate,”
says Abida Raees, a zoologist and deputy chief of the
zoo. At least one young chimpanzee, Raju, has been
known to unwrap juice boxes thrown to him by visitors
and drink from the plastic straw. Raees said the zoo
appealed to visitors not to feed animals but an AFP
reporter could see no such signs on display.  However
efforts are finally being made to revamp the northwest
portion of the facility to make it more “humane and
animal friendly”, replacing the enclosures with large
wet and dry ones that are far closer to the animals’
natural habitat. 

Zain Mustafa, a consultant to the government, and
his team surveyed and studied eight zoos in different
countries including the United States, Germany,
Singapore, and India, drawing from what they saw to
plan the renovations in Karachi. Work appears to be
going on in fits and starts, with little chance of being
completed by the 2019 deadline, but he hopes the new
enclosures when finally complete will provide a more
suitable home for the animals. “The old Victorian con-
cepts of keeping wild animals for exhibition, as a toy,
or amusement is over now,” said Mustafa. “Studies tell
us that the animals have emotions, they feel loneliness
and depression if kept in captivity and an unnatural
environment.” —AFP
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Shortage of vets spells misery for Karachi zoo animals

KARACHI: File photo shows a lion eats meat in a cage. —AFP
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District 20 - Toastmasters
celebrates new year’s beginning

Winds of change blow at District
20 of the Toastmasters fraternity
as the reigning District Officers

pass the baton to the incoming team. The
1st of July marks the advent of a new term
(2018-19), and of a new executive commit-
tee which will be headed by District
Director DTM Khurram Salman. 

The new team has some big shoes to fill
as the reigning committee spearheaded by
Immediate Past District Director DTM
Mohammad Makhlouf put up a spectacular
term filled with exciting events such as
open houses, debates, contests, blood
donation camps etc. The latest was the
Executive Committee Training which was
held on the 22nd of June, at The Palms
Beach Hotel, Kuwait. The training was
focused on the importance of team work,
education program, commitment to the
cause and recognition of the deserved.
“The most important take back message
was the significance of not just learning, but
also passing on that learning,” said one of
the trainers. 

Toastmasters International is a non-
profit organization that is a world leader in
communication and leadership develop-

ment. Headquartered at Colorado, USA, it
aims to build a “community of learners” and
nurture the innate leadership skills in its
members through a systematic way. 

District 20 comprises of approximately
129 clubs with more than 2,500 members
that have 7 Divisions and 30 Areas spread
over Kuwait and Bahrain. Each club meets

at a particular location, and at a specific
time. Anyone with the willingness to learn
and grow can attend the meetings as a
guest with no entry fee. These clubs oper-

ate in English, Arabic, Hindi, Urdu, Tamil and
even as Bilingual clubs. To monitor and reg-
ulate program quality while maintaining the
club growth is a tremendous feat, and
District 20 is equipped with DTM Wafaa
Salman and DTM Mohamed Saleem to take
on those challenges, supported by TM
Abdulla Bu Hamed for Arabic Club Affairs.
For the new term, Naseema Khan is in
charge of Public Relations, TM Venkata
Ramana Rao will manage the funds, TM
Mary Sharon will head the administration
department, while TM Anil Menon will take
on the challenge of logistics.  

Toastmasters is an experience of a life
time. Every meeting is a gold mine of
opportunities, and every speech is a step
taken toward confidence and self-develop-
ment. Through that self-development, one
finds their way towards leadership. The
journey of every leader in the toastmaster’s
fraternity began with a single speech. The
quality of the reigning District Officers are
a testament to the vision of Toastmasters
International. District 20 wishes their new
leaders grand success in their pursuit to
inspire and motivate budding leaders and
communicators.

Many happy returns of the day to Zaid.
Congratulations and best wishes from
father Ahmad Aleem, Um Zaid and uncle.

Zaid is celebrating his 2nd birthday today.

SACGC 
sponsored
Kuwaiti
inventor 

Sabah Al-Ahmed Center for
Giftedness and Creativity
(SACGC) recently spon-

sored inventor Asma Al-Ateeq’s
participation in the International
Women’s Invention Exposition
2018, which was recently held in
South Korea. 

Ateeq presented her e-classi-
fication device, which is a unique
device that electronically classi-
fies waste to recycle them and
help protect the environment. In
this regard, Mahmoud Al-Zaman,
the head of the inventions devel-
opment department at SACGC,
said that this sponsorship came

as part of the center’s plan to
support Kuwaiti inventors and
market their inventions. He also
noted that Ateeq won the Semi
Grand prize.  

Kuwait Finance House (KFH) recently hon-
ored top high school graduates for the aca-
demic year 2017-2018. KFH Group CEO

Mazen Al-Nahedh expressed pride in the achieve-
ments of the outstanding students and their fami-
lies. He said that KFH is a pioneer in the private

sector in terms of employing and training national
labor, as many Kuwaitis are currently being
employed at the bank. Meanwhile, Education
Ministry’s Undersecretary Dr Haitham Al-Athari
appreciated the KFH’s role in supporting the edu-
cational process and students’ activities.

KFH honors top high school students
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ACROSS
1. Experiencing or showing sorrow or

unhappiness.
4. Surgical removal of a body part or tis-

sue.
12. 10 grams.
15. An artificial language that is a revision

and simplification of Esperanto.
16. Capable of being weakened.
17. (used especially of commodities) In the

natural unprocessed condition.
18. A member of the Manchu speaking

people of Mongolian race of
Manchuria.

20. In a perky manner.
22. South American armadillo with three

bands of bony plates.
23. A feudal lord or baron in Scotland.
26. A major European river carrying more

traffic than any other river in the
world.

27. Gull family.
29. An encroachment or intrusion.
31. Obvious and dull.
33. The rate at which energy is drawn from

a source that produces a flow of elec-
tricity in a circuit.

36. A numbered compartment in a post
office where mail is put to be called
for.

39. English theoretical physicist who
applied relativity theory to quantum
mechanics and predicted the exis-
tence of antimatter and the positron
(1902-1984).

41. One of the evil spirits of traditional
Jewish and Christian belief.

43. Small genus of Eurasian aquatic peren-
nial herbs.

45. An underground enclosure with access
from the surface of the ground or from
the sea v 1.

47. Small cubes with 1 to 6 spots on the
faces.

48. Type genus of the Aceraceae.
50. (Welsh) Corresponds to Iris Ler.
52. A proportion multiplied by 100.
53. Of or relating to or characteristic of

Hades or Tartarus.
55. A disorder of the glands of the body.
57. Harsh or corrosive in tone.
59. Being one more than three.
63. The basic unit of money in Bangladesh.
67. Any of the yeastlike imperfect fungi of

the genus Candida.
70. American novelist (1909-1955).
71. The capital and largest city of Yemen.
74. A Chadic language spoken south of

Lake Chad.
75. An actor's line that immediately pre-

cedes and serves as a reminder for
some action or speech.

79. A decree that prohibits something.
80. An unabridged dictionary constructed

on historical principles.
81. A large estate in Spanish-speaking

countries.
82. A loose sleeveless outer garment made

from aba cloth.

DOWN
1. East Indian silk cotton tree yielding

fibers inferior to kapok.
2. (Babylonian) A demigod or first man.
3. The Teutonic god of thunder.
4. The residue that remains when some-

thing is burned.

5. A native or inhabitant of Bhutan.
6. A white soft metallic element that tar-

nishes readily.
7. A Loloish language.
8. A hard gray lustrous metallic element

that is highly corrosion-resistant.
9. Realistic Norwegian author who wrote

plays on social and political themes
(1828-1906).

10. Leaf or strip from a leaf of the talipot
palm used in India for writing paper.

11. Any tumor derived from cells of the
nervous system.

12. Not still wet.
13. Bushy plant of Old World salt marshes

and sea beaches having prickly leaves.
14. (Welsh) Underworld god.
19. Baby bed with high sides.
21. Painful from having the skin abraded.
24. Perceive sound.
25. A hard malleable ductile silvery metallic

element that is resistant to corrosion.
28. An informal term for a father.
30. A night flight from which the passen-

gers emerge with eyes red from lack
of sleep.

32. Resinlike substance secreted by certain
lac insects.

34. Italian lawn bowling (played on a long
narrow dirt court).

35. The Uralic language spoken by the
Yeniseian people.

37. Predatory black-and-white toothed
whale with large dorsal fin.

38. English monk and scholar (672-735).
40. West Indian tree having racemes of

fragrant white flowers and yielding a
durable timber and resinous juice.

42. (computer science) A unit for measur-
ing the execution speed of computers.

44. Be earlier in time.
46. Large lipoproteins rich in triglycerides.
49. Either extremity of something that has

length.
51. A radioactive gaseous element formed

by the disintegration of radium.
54. The branch of computer science that

deal with writing computer programs
that can solve problems creatively.

56. The cardinal number that is the sum of
seven and one.

58. A soft silvery metallic element of the
alkali earth group.

60. Not clearly understood or expressed.
61. Pertaining to or constituting a base or

basis.
62. Lacking either stimulating or irritating

characteristics.
64. Jordan's port.
65. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked

on a skewer usually with vegetables.
66. A city in southern Turkey on the

Seyhan River.
68. A condition requiring relief.
69. (Old Testament) Cain and Abel were

the first children of Adam and Eve
born after the Fall of Man.

72. Black tropical American cuckoo.
73. The compass point that is midway

between north and northeast.
76. The fifth day of the week.
77. (astronomy) The angular distance of a

celestial point measured westward
along the celestial equator from the
zenith crossing.

78. A rare silvery (usually trivalent) metallic
element.
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Yesterday’s Solution

Today finds you ready to face this day with a whole new outlook on life.
You are ready for change. Out with the old and in with the new. You may find yourself
making rather impulsive decisions today. Make sure you put some extra thought into the
major decisions you make today as the consequences of these actions will greatly affect
your future for quite some time to come. You may also find this day is a very productive
day for team projects. You excel not only when it comes to delegating tasks during these
group projects but also as a mentor to your coworkers. You may find that your manage-
ment seeks you to lead a special project today and you are recognized for your skills. 

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

This isn’t the best time for you to make decisions about your living situation. You
find yourself beginning to become very impulsive. The decisions you make may not be the
best if you are not putting thought into them. You feel led to make changes in your lifestyle.
Make sure your choices are good ones because the consequences could be long lasting. You
may find yourself going in a different direction from your norm. This may catch those close to
you off guard and bring conflict into your world. A time of change met with conflict may bring
feelings of isolation into your world. The lack of support could cause you emotional stress. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Today may find you a bit unsatisfied with your surroundings. It may be
someone or the physical place you are in that is just not sitting right with you. You may
feel as if someone or something is holding you back or may just feel frustrated by your
life in general. This may be a great time for an evening out and about. Change your sur-
roundings. Clear your head but choose your company wisely to avoid any conflict as
this is a time you need to have fun. You have to find a comfortable balance between
work life, family, and social life. Gemini, remember it is good for you to get out and enjoy
yourself from time to time. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Today may find you a bit unsatisfied with your surroundings. It may be
someone or the physical place you are in that is just not sitting right with you. You may
desire new beginnings or a fresh start. Decisions made today could have lasting effects
so make wise choices. This may be a great time for an evening out and about. Change
your surroundings. Clear your head but choose your company wisely to avoid any con-
flict as this is a time you need to have fun. You have to find a comfortable balance
between work life, family, and social life. Cancer, remember it is good for you to get out
and enjoy yourself from time to time. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Leo (July 23-August 22)

You may find yourself speaking before you think. You are somewhat direct
with those around you today. Your emotions seem to be in overdrive and putting on the
brakes is not an option. You desire to make a fresh start. New surroundings, whether this
means physically or surrounding yourself with new friends seems to be a goal you are
ready to put in motion. This is a great time to make a move. Make wise decisions you
have put much thought into because these changes will have a great impact on your
future. You may feel a heightened sense of confidence and independence now. Make
sure the decisions are ones you can live with when you are back to your normal self. 

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

You have an opportunity to spend some quality time with someone you love.
This could be a great experience and provide your emotional needs. This is a great time
to do some soul searching as you are struggling with the balance between career and
home life. This is a great time for a fresh start in your life. This is a great day to start new
habits. A change of routine and lifestyle may be what you are needing. Be careful and put
much thought into these decisions as the consequences will be long term. You may find
that this is not a great time to get your ideas across to others. You may feel as if you are
hitting a roadblock at every turn. Keep your cool, take a deep breath, and know this is
just temporary. 

Libra (September 23-October 22)

Today may find you not feeling quite satisfied with your surroundings. You may
not be in a very loving mood are you may feel as though you’re not being loved. You may feel
a sort of disconnect, and desire to spend some time alone. You may find yourself just not
being able to put your heart into the projects set before you. This sense of independence you
are feeling may put you at odds with others. You are usually a people person and eager to
take part in group projects. Today finds you being more of a loner and keeping to yourself.
You may feel as every interaction with others lead to some kind of conflict of frustration. Do
not lead to frustration get the best if you as they can cause you to make bad decisions today. 

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

Today may find you in love with you. You have worked hard and learned to
love who you are and love. You have a giving nature and others appreciate this about
you. You may feel a great appreciation of who you are and where you are in your life
today. Hard work and dedication to not only your career but to those you love led you to
this position in your life. You feel good about all that is in your world. You may feel led to
lead others and mentor someone close to you to help them reach this same position in
their life. Life is simple to you and you may find it frustrating that others are unable to
grasp this concept, Sagittarius. Remember, it took years for you to reach this point and
this is not something you can make someone understand overnight.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

You are practical, and others admire this quality about you. You naturally
know what others want to hear and have a gift when it comes to communicating your
ideas to others. Your decisions affecting others will be able to be made clearly. You may
find yourself very impulsive and direct when it comes to subjects you feel very passion-
ate about. You may be determined to make a fresh start. New habit patterns are where
your focus is, and you are determined to make positive changes in your life and correct
all that has been holding you back.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Your imagination may be running wild. New ideas, thoughts, and every
opportunity that comes your way is the focus in your world now. You may find yourself
impulsive and more direct than usual. You may feel if a new beginning is what you need. A
fresh start and letting go of old bad habits is what you desire. Make sure the direction you
decide to go is a good one. The decisions you make today will have lasting effects on your
future. Letting go of the old and bringing in the new can bring great reward into your life. 

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)
Your mind seems to be in overdrive. New ideas are flowing, you are creative,

and your insight ability is strong. You are in top form and seems all is coming together for
you. You may find yourself in the limelight, the center of attention, and the recipient of much
praise and admiration. You may receive special recognition in the workplace today for your
accomplishments. You may find that you are happy with your job and the duties you have
now. Enjoy this time in your life and be sure to take note of just what life decisions and steps
you took to get here. This will not only make you a more appreciative person but will come
in handy in the future when someone younger turns to you for advice. 

Today may find you emotional and impulsive. You are craving a fresh start
and you want it to happen now! You may find that you eager to leap head first into any
opportunity that presents itself to you. Slow your pace and put a little thought into any
new venture that catches your eye. Actions have consequences and some of the changes
you are considering may have consequences you have to live with for a very long time.
This is a great time to sit and talk with someone very close to you. You may find you are
able to communicate on a much deeper level with this someone special today, and this
may be just what you need to help keep you grounded and level headed. 
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A model presents a creation by Elie Saab during the 2018-2019 Fall/Winter Haute Couture collection fashion show in Paris yesterday. — AFP 

A member of staff poses with ‘Treadpad B - Pair 1’ (right) and
‘Treadpad B - Pair 2’ (left) by British artist-engineer James
Capper in Regents Park London on July 3, 2018 as part of the
Frieze Sculpture exhibition. — AFP

Lifestyle

When Hannah John-Kamen learned she was to
be Marvel’s next supervillain, she let out a
yelp, hung up the phone and cranked up “Do
My Thang,” Miley Cyrus’s empowering paean

to self-determination.  “Wrecking Ball” might have been a
better fit, given the actress’s shock-and-awe introduction
in “Ant-Man and the Wasp” as Ghost, an ethereal entity
who passes through walls but packs a vicious punch. “I
was back in London and I got the call, and it was all my
agents together. I remember I literally just screamed. I was
in my apartment, I was walking around, going, ‘Oh my
God, oh my God!’” the 28-year-old Briton recalls. “I was
so excited, And then I just blasted out Miley Cyrus’s song
‘Do My Thang.’ I don’t know why, it was just on my
playlist, and I blasted that out and just danced.”

In Hollywood, a role in a Marvel movie that lasts until
the end credits can be a key to the kingdom, offering fol-
low-up appearances in spin-off movies and all manner of
“Avengers” mashups. John-Kamen-who has credits in
“Game of Thrones” and “Black Mirror” as well as parts in
“Star Wars: The Force Awakens,” “Tomb Raider” and
“Ready Player One”-is ready for superstardom.

‘Movie moment’ 
The daughter of a Nigerian forensic scientist and

Norwegian former fashion model from northeastern
England, she still pinches herself when she thinks about
working with Steven Spielberg. She describes taking
direction from the icon on the spring blockbuster “Ready
Player One,” in which she played sinister gamer gang
leader F’Nale Zandor, as “absolutely amazing.” “There’s no
feeling like when you’ve done a take and he’s so happy and
he’d go, ‘Now that’s a movie moment!’ And you’ve got that
coming from Spielberg,” she told AFP in an interview in
Pasadena, southern California.”I mean, it’s nuts. We would
sing show tunes together. We’d sing ‘Singin’ in the Rain,’

we’d sing ‘Guys and Dolls.’ In between takes, we’d sit.
Sometimes we’d get the lyrics printed and we’d just sing.”

Spielberg, according to John-Kamen, has a “wonderful
voice” and a joy about him that makes his movie set a “fun
playground that you get to go in and play.” “Ant-Man and
the Wasp,” which hits US theaters tomorrow, is the sequel
to 2015’s “Ant-Man,” the 20th release in Disney’s Marvel
Cinematic Universe (MCU), and the first to feature a
woman in the title role. Starring Paul Rudd and Evangeline
Lilly, it is also only the second MCU film with a female
principle adversary, after Cate Blanchett’s Hela in “Thor
Ragarnok” (2017).

John-Kamen’s Ava/Ghost-an anti-capitalist saboteur
turned supervillain in the comics-acquires her mysterious
powers in a lab accident that makes her cells intangible.

“It’s a male character in the comics... but to be the first
person to take it off the page and actually give her life, it
was an honor,” John-Kamen said.

High stakes 
The actress says it was important not to play Ghost as

a traditional villain-no dastardly plans for taking over the
planet-instead giving a nuanced performance that empha-
sizes her tragedy.  “I’m doing this for a reason, as an
objective. The stakes are high. I don’t think you just wake
up in the morning and go, ‘Ha ha ha! World domination-
that sounds fun!’” the actress said. “So I definitely
approached that with the mind of going, ‘Okay she’s the
good guy and everyone else can go to hell.’”  Executive
producer Stephen Broussard said Marvel was looking for
someone less recognizable and was taken with John-
Kamen’s “intensity, her vulnerability and with her sense of
humor.”

Her previous training as a dancer coupled with the
desire to fully flesh out Ghost’s threadbare backstory
made her perfect for the role, he added. As is Marvel’s
custom, John-Kamen was initially told very little about the
part but enjoyed “every single minute” of the audition
process, which eventually took her to Atlanta to meet
director Peyton Reed. “You think with an audition you’d be
like, ‘Oh my gosh, I was so nervous.  Oh my goodness, I
was shaking.’ Of course, there’s a high anxiety but I
remember just getting in there and going, ‘Oh, okay-I feel
really relaxed,’” she recalled. “I’m really excited about this
material and what we can do, and I’m excited to show you
what I’ve come up with.”— AFP

Louvre sets up
Beyonce and 
Jay-Z art tour

T
he Louvre has dedicated a new art tour to
Beyonce and Jay-Z after pop’s biggest pow-
er couple shot the video for their latest hit in
the Paris museum. The R’n’B stars’ hit song

“Apeshit”-which used some of the museum’s great-
est masterpieces as backdrops-has been viewed 56
million times on YouTube alone since it was
released a fortnight ago. Now the Louvre, which
already has a tour based on the US rapper
will.i.am’s hit “Smile Mona Lisa”, has created anoth-
er based on the Carters’ night in the museum.

It follows the video through 17 paintings and
sculptures which feature in the six-minute clip,
going from the monumental white Greek marble
“Nike of Samothrace” to Marie Benoist’s “Portrait
of a Negress”. The choice of works which they used
or posed in front of has been taken as a celebration
of black bodies and empowerment in an institution
which was built on the spoils of conquest and impe-
rialism. “Portrait of a Negress” was painted in 1800,
six years after revolutionary France had abolished
slavery in its Caribbean colonies only for Napoleon
to reinstate it two years later.

But perhaps the most striking image is of
Beyonce at the center of a line of black dancers in
front of David’s “The Coronation of Napoleon I and
the Crowning of the Empress Josephine” singing, “I
can’t believe we made it..” The song is part of their
surprise joint album, “Everything is Love”-their
first-which they released under their real family
name, The Carters.

Sonic black power manifesto 
It is a celebration of African-American identity

and their marriage, whose problems and Jay-Z’s
infidelity Beyonce detailed in her 2016 album
“Lemonade”. The guide describes in detail each art-
work in the video but stops short of explaining what
it is used to signify in the video. But Professor
James Smalls, of the University of Maryland,
described the video-directed by Ricky Saiz, who
also made the Beyonce clip “Yonce”-as “arresting...
I would even go so far as to say brilliant.”

He argued that it “appropriates, exploits, and
reinterprets Western paintings and sculptures as a
way to chart and celebrate the Carters’ success, and
black bodies in an artistic canon inextricably linked
to histories of colonialism. “The video is an
unapologetic visual and sonic manifesto about
spaces, power, and control,” he wrote in Frieze
magazine. “It is all about bodies-an orchestrated
contrast of energetically writhing and animated
black physiques set against frozen white forms of
the past.” The Louvre has refused to say how much
the couple paid to shoot their video in front of the
“Mona Lisa”, the “Venus de Milo” and Gericault’s
“The Raft of the Medusa”, in which Jay-Z poses
looking up at the muscled black hero at the apex of
the canvas. —AFP

Visitors to London’s Regents Park this summer
will be met with the unusual sight of a giant
penguin and a dancing hare as part of an annual
sculpture fair. For the second year, Frieze

Sculpture will take over the famous park’s English Gardens
for three months, showcasing the work of 25 international
artists, free of charge. Curator Clare Lilley, from the
Yorkshire Sculpture Park, said the event would allow the
public to experience “a snapshot of the fantastic imagina-
tion of artists and variety of sculpture being made today”. 

The “celebration of sculpture”, which opened yester-
day, brings together a diverse roster of artists, including
South Korea’s Kimsooja, India’s Bharti Kher and Britain’s
Larry Achiompang.  “There is a geographic spread: the
artists come from South Africa, South Korea, Scandinavia,
Europe and the United States,” Lilley told AFP. “In terms
of age too, there is a nice span, since Haroon Gunn-Salie,

from South Africa, is 29, whereas John Balderssari, from
the United States, is 87. “Also, there are a lot of female
artists this year, that is important for us,” she added.
“Optic Labyrinth” by British artist Conrad Shawcross
comprises a four-meter (13-foot) high stainless steel
installation with holes for visitors to walk through. 

“At first, one sees it as minimalist, industrial, austere
but when you go around, the sun goes through and it
becomes alive, decorative and generous,” he explained.
More than five million people visited last year’s inaugu-
ral event, which has two sister events-Frieze London,
dedicated to contemporary art, and Frieze Masters, spe-
cializing in art from the ancient era and Old Masters to
the late 20th century. — AFP

MARVEL’S NEWEST STAR ON female 
villainy, karaoke WITH SPIELBERG

Giant penguin and dancing 
hare animate London park art fair
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C
hanel has announced that Academy
Award-winning actress Penelope Cruz is
to become the newest face of the house.
The 44-year-old Spanish star stunned
in a pale tweed mini dress and a

white beret at Chanel’s couture show Tuesday.
Cruz, who is no stranger to the industry and

who has been the face of Spanish brand Loewe,
will officially become Chanel fashion ambassador
and front the 2018-19 resort collection cam-
paign. The photography was shot by designer
Lagerfeld himself. Here are some highlights
from Tuesday and Wednesday’s collections.

Alexis Mabille’s artistry
It was a mixed couture bag for Alexis

Mabille. The French designer stumbled at
the start of his collection with several
sheer lace looks that lacked originality.
But later into the 47-piece display inside
the chic Salle Pleyel concert hall he really
found his mojo.

Off-kilter floor-length trapeze gowns with
stripes were followed by dresses that opened
up or fanned out dramatically at the chest - the
focal point of his best designs. A series of tiered
tulle gowns with extreme-cinched waists - one
in dark vanilla and another where colors subtly
blended from azure-white to butter - were the
work of a true artist.

Models present cre-
ations by Alexis Mabille at
the end of the 2018-2019
Fall/Winter Haute Couture
collection fashion show in

Paris. — AFP photos
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Fa s h i o n
Tina Turner steps out at Armani

Music icon Tina Turner was among the notables at the
Giorgio Armani Prive display inside the resplendent Italian
Embassy in Paris’ chic Left Bank. The Armani Prive collection
called for two shows, each comprising some 96 looks, and
were followed by cocktails, making the event a serious
contender (along with Chanel) for the most time-con-
suming one on the couture calendar. A dominant
theme in the varied show was the strong, rounded
shoulder.

The silhouette appeared on a champagne lame
silk crepe pantsuit and a black and white checked
jacquard jacket, both designed as daywear. For
evening, the gowns dazzled and amused in equal
measure - showing that at 83, Giorgio Armani
has not lost his humor.

A motif of crossed arms in crystal
embroidering - perhaps mimicking the fash-
ion press’ critical attitude - adorned one
black silk velvet dress. Models poised their
arms on a hip, a send up of the embroidery
that provoked wry smiles among fashion
insiders. Armani really went over the top
toward the end with a 70-centimeter (27.5-
inch) headpiece that looked a little like a bath
sponge in pink and blue. Sometimes, really,
less is more. — AP

Models present cre-
ations by Giorgio Armani at
the end of the 2018-2019

Fall/Winter Haute Couture
collection fashion

show in Paris.
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Models present 
creations by Elie Saab

at the end of the 2018-2019
Fall/Winter Haute Couture

collection fashion 
show in Paris.
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Arrival Flights on Thursday 5/7/2018
Airlines Flt Route Time
MSC 405 Sohag 00:05
FEG 441 Asyut 00:05
THY 772 Istanbul 00:15
DLH 625 Dammam 00:50
SAI 441 Lahore 00:50
KAC 504 Beirut 00:50
KAC 102 London 00:50
GEL 616 Baku 01:00
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:15
RJA 642 Amman 01:35
JZR 539 Cairo 01:35
UAE 853 Dubai 01:40
KLM 446 Bahrain 01:45
THY 1464 Istanbul 01:50
KKK 1268 Istanbul 02:00
AXB 395 Kozhikode 02:00
JZR 267 Beirut 02:10
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 02:15
QTR 1086 Doha 02:30
THY 768 Istanbul 02:40
WAN 714 AGP 02:45
JZR 607 Kochi 02:55
RBG 215 Sohag 03:05
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:05
MSR 606 Luxor 03:05
OMA 643 Muscat 03:05
MSC 403 Asyut 03:05
JZR 553D Alexandria 03:05
KAC 418 Manila 03:05
KAC 382 Delhi 03:10
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
PGT 860 Istanbul 03:25
QTR 1076 Doha 03:30
LMU 510 Cairo 04:00
JAI 572 Mumbai 04:00
KAC 152 Istanbul 04:15
JZR 609 Hyderabad 04:30
KAC 784 Jeddah 04:30
THY 1414 TZX 05:05
FDB 069 Dubai 05:05
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
THY 770 Istanbul 05:15
KAC 544 Cairo 05:20
JZR 603 Mumbai 05:25
KAC 344 Chennai 05:30
KAC 332 Trivandrum 05:40
JZR 561 Sohag 05:55
KAC 362 Colombo 06:00
BAW 157 London 06:10
JZR 123 Bahrain 06:15
WAN 338 Alexandria 06:25
KAC 284 Dhaka 06:25
QTR 8511 Doha 06:35
KAC 206 Islamabad 06:40
KAC 678 Dubai 06:45
RBG 559 Alexandria 06:50
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:00
JZR 605 Ahmedabad 07:05
JZR 143 Doha 07:20
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
WAN 352 Luxor 08:00
KAC 384 Delhi 08:05
KAC 358 Kochi 08:05
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
IRA 673 Ahwaz 08:35
JZR 503 Luxor 08:35
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 08:55
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:00
IRA 667 Esfahan 09:05
SAW 703 Damascus 09:30
QTR 1070 Doha 09:30
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
IAW 157 Al Najaf 10:00
SYR 341 Damascus 10:00
SVA 512 Riyadh 10:00
THY 1516 TZX 10:05
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
MEA 404 Beirut 10:55
WAN 134 Doha 11:00
QTR 1074 Doha 11:00
JZR 541 Cairo 11:05
JZR 529 Asyut 11:35
JZR 165 Dubai 11:45
AHY 5101 Baku 11:55
KAC 614 Bahrain 12:20
SAW 709 Latakia 12:30
MSC 411 Asyut 12:30
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
THY 766 Istanbul 12:45
ABY 121 Sharjah 12:55
JZR 239 Amman 13:00
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
JZR 1543 Cairo 13:05
JZR 357 Mashhad 13:05

AXB 393 Kozhikode 13:10
KAC 774 Riyadh 13:30
KAC 792 Madinah 13:40
JZR 779 Jeddah 13:45
FEG 341 Sohag 13:50
KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
IAW 157A Al Najaf 13:55
QTR 1078 Doha 14:10
KNE 231 Riyadh 14:10
KAC 618 Doha 14:10
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:15
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:15
KAC 516 Tehran 14:20
FDB 059 Dubai 14:20
KAC 798 Taif 14:40
KAC 788 Jeddah 14:50
KAC 194 TZX 14:55
FDB 8065 Dubai 15:00
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:05
KAC 304 Mumbai 15:05
KAC 412 Bangkok 15:10
KNE 529 Jeddah 15:10
OMA 645 Muscat 15:20
KAC 562 Amman 15:20
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35
KAC 502 Beirut 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
JZR 789 Riyadh 15:50
SAW 705 Damascus 16:00
KNE 531 Jeddah 16:05
JZR 535 Cairo 16:10
MSR 575 Sharm el-Sheikh 16:10
QTR 1072 Doha 16:15
FDB 051 Dubai 16:20
KAC 118 New York 16:20
WAN 416 Beirut 16:25
NIA 361 Alexandria 16:50
JZR 125 Bahrain 16:55
KAC 542 Cairo 17:00
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 145 Doha 17:35
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:35
JZR 177 Dubai 17:40
QTR 1080 Doha 18:10
JZR 483 Istanbul 18:20
WAN 966 Tbilisi 18:30
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30
RJA 640 Amman 19:00
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
KAC 744 Dammam 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20
KAC 662 Abu Dhabi 19:25
KAC 156 Istanbul 19:25
NIA 161 Cairo 19:30
KAC 776 Riyadh 19:35
JAI 216 Delhi 19:35
RBG 555 Alexandria 19:40
KAC 674 Dubai 19:40
FDB 057 Dubai 19:50
KAC 174 Munich 19:55
KAC 178 Vienna 19:55
KAC 616 Bahrain 20:00
DLH 624 Frankfurt 20:05
OMA 647 Muscat 20:05
KNE 381 Taif 20:10
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
KAC 620 Doha 20:15
KAC 692 Muscat 20:25
QTR 1088 Doha 20:40
JZR 553 Alexandria 20:50
KLM 445 Amsterdam 21:00
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
ALK 229 Colombo 21:15
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:15
KAC 168 Paris 21:20
THY 764 Istanbul 21:30
KAC 676 Dubai 21:35
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:50
KAC 564 Amman 21:50
QTR 1082 Doha 22:05
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
KAC 786 Jeddah 22:15
DLH 8456 Frankfurt 22:25
AIC 981 Chennai/Ahmedabad 22:25
BBC 043 Dhaka 22:30
WAN 118 Bahrain 22:40
JZR 185 Dubai 22:50
TRQ 230 KRT 23:00
JAI 574 Mumbai 23:00
WAN 136 Doha 23:20
MSR 2614 Cairo 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:35
JZR 241 Amman 23:40
WAN 884 Sarajevo 23:59

Departure Flights on Thursday 5/7/2018
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 976 Goa/Chennai 00:05
MSC 502 Alexandria 00:10
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:30
MSR 2615 Cairo 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
FEG 344 Sohag 01:05
MSC 406 Sohag 01:05
KAC 417 Manila 01:45
THY 773 Istanbul 01:45
SAI 442 Lahore 01:50
DLH 625 Frankfurt 01:50
KAC 677 Dubai 02:00
WAN 351 Luxor 02:00
GEL 613 Dubai 02:30
JZR 502 Luxor 02:30
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:45
THY 765 Istanbul 02:50
AXB 396 Kozhikode 02:55
KKK 1269 Istanbul 02:55
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 03:05
KLM 446 Amsterdam 03:10
JZR 122 Bahrain 03:20
UAE 854 Dubai 03:30
THY 769 Istanbul 03:35
JZR 142 Doha 03:45
RBG 216 Sohag 03:45
MSC 404 Asyut 04:05
OMA 644 Muscat 04:05
MSR 607 Luxor 04:05
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:05
QTR 1087 Doha 04:15
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
PGT 831 Istanbul 04:25
JZR 540 Cairo 04:40
JAI 571 Mumbai 05:00
LMU 511 Cairo 05:00
QTR 1077 Doha 05:15
JZR 528 Asyut 05:20
KAC 303 Mumbai 05:35
FDB 070 Dubai 06:00
THY 1465 Istanbul 06:00
THY 771 Istanbul 06:30
JZR 1542 Cairo 06:40
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
RJA 643 Amman 07:00
JZR 164 Dubai 07:15
JZR 356 Mashhad 07:15
KAC 167 Paris 07:20
WAN 133 Doha 07:20
RBG 550 Alexandria 07:30
KAC 173 Munich 07:35
KAC 413 Bangkok 07:40
KAC 193 TZX 08:00
JZR 238 Amman 08:00
JZR 778 Jeddah 08:00
KAC 501 Beirut 08:00
QTR 8512 Doha 08:05
WAN 713 AGP 08:10
BAW 156 London 08:20
KAC 177 Vienna 08:30
FDB 054 Dubai 08:35
KAC 791 Madinah 09:00
KAC 613 Bahrain 09:00
KAC 117 New York 09:05
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:05
WAN 415 Beirut 09:10
KAC 671 Dubai 09:15
IRA 672 Ahwaz 09:35
KAC 561 Amman 09:40
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:40
KAC 773 Riyadh 09:45
JZR 534 Cairo 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
JZR 482 Istanbul 09:55
KAC 101 London 10:00
KAC 515 Tehran 10:00
KAC 541 Cairo 10:00
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:00
KAC 797 Taif 10:05
IRA 668 Mashhad 10:05
KAC 617 Doha 10:10
KAC 155 Istanbul 10:25
SAW 704 Damascus 10:30
QTR 1071 Doha 10:40
FDB 056 Dubai 10:40
SVA 513 Riyadh 11:00
SYR 342 Damascus 11:00
IAW 158 Al Najaf 11:00
THY 1415 TZX 11:05
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
MEA 405 Beirut 11:55
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:05

QTR 1075 Doha 12:10
JZR 788 Riyadh 12:25
AHY 5102 Baku 12:55
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
MSC 412 Asyut 13:30
SAW 702 Damascus 13:30
ABY 122 Sharjah 13:35
WAN 883 Sarajevo 13:40
THY 767 Istanbul 13:40
JZR 144 Doha 13:55
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
JZR 124 Bahrain 14:00
JZR 552 Alexandria 14:05
AXB 394 Kozhikode 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
FEG 242 Alexandria 14:50
IAW 158A Al Najaf 14:55
KAC 673 Dubai 15:00
KAC 691 Muscat 15:00
KAC 661 Abu Dhabi 15:00
KNE 382 Taif 15:00
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:00
FDB 060 Dubai 15:05
QTR 1079 Doha 15:15
SVA 501 Jeddah 15:45
KAC 775 Riyadh 15:55
KAC 785 Jeddah 16:00
FDB 8066 Dubai 16:00
KNE 530 Jeddah 16:00
KAC 743 Dammam 16:05
KAC 563 Amman 16:10
KAC 619 Doha 16:15
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20
OMA 646 Muscat 16:20
KAC 615 Bahrain 16:40
KNE 532 Jeddah 16:55
MSR 576 Sharm el-Sheikh 16:55
KAC 675 Dubai 17:00
SAW 706 Damascus 17:00
KAC 503 Beirut 17:15
FDB 052 Dubai 17:20
WAN 135 Baku 17:25
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
KAC 381 Delhi 17:45
NIA 362 Alexandria 17:50
KAC 283 Dhaka 18:00
KAC 343 Chennai 18:00
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 184 Dubai 18:20
JZR 608 Hyderabad 18:25
JZR 240 Amman 18:30
JZR 512 Sharm el-Sheikh 18:30
JZR 538 Cairo 18:35
JZR 266 Beirut 19:15
QTR 1081 Doha 19:20
KAC 151 Istanbul 19:25
MSR 621 Cairo 19:30
WAN 135 Doha 19:30
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
RJA 641 Amman 20:00
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00
KAC 331 Trivandrum 20:10
RBG 556 Alexandria 20:20
NIA 162 Cairo 20:30
FDB 058 Dubai 20:30
JZR 602 Mumbai 20:30
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
JAI 215 Delhi 20:35
DLH 624 Dammam 20:50
KAC 357 Kochi 21:00
KNE 232 Riyadh 21:00
OMA 648 Muscat 21:05
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
JZR 550 Alexandria 21:30
KAC 301 Mumbai 21:35
QTR 1089 Doha 21:50
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
KAC 203 Lahore 22:00
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:05
KLM 445 Bahrain 22:10
JZR 1540 Cairo 22:10
KAC 1543 Cairo 22:15
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
KAC 383 Delhi 22:25
THY 1401 ADB 22:25
UAE 860 Dubai 22:35
KAC 783 Jeddah 22:50
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:50
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00
QTR 1083 Doha 23:20
WAN 337 Alexandria 23:40
JZR 560 Sohag 23:45
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Classifieds
Thursday, July 5, 2018

Airlines
American Airlines 22087425 

22087426

Kuwait Airways 171

Jazeera Airways 177

Jet Airways 22924455

FlyDubai 22414400

Qatar Airways 22423888

KLM 22425747

Royal Jordanian 22418064/5/6

British Airways 22425635

Air France 22430224

Emirates 22921555

Air India 22438184

Sri Lanka Airlines 22424444

Egypt Air a22421578

Swiss Air 22421516

Saudia 22426306

Middle East Airlines 22423073

Lufthansa 22422493

PIA 22421044

Bangladesh Airlines

22452977/8

Indian Airlines 22456700

Oman Air 22958787

Turkish Airlines 22453820/1

Aeroflot 22404838/9
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Continued from Page 1

since Trump’s decision to dump the deal. Austria just
took up the European Union’s six-month rotating presi-
dency, while Vienna is the home of the UN nuclear
watchdog, the IAEA, which monitors Iran’s compliance
with the accord.

Rouhani’s European trip will be of “prime importance” as
it could “provide a more precise picture of cooperation
between Iran and Europe,” the Iranian foreign ministry
spokesman said at the weekend. The Iranian government has
itself warned that it will not continue to abide by the nuclear
agreement if doing so goes against its economic interests.
Rouhani, a moderate conservative re-elected in 2017, began
meeting President Alexander Van der Bellen yesterday, and
met Chancellor Sebastian Kurz later in the day.

The nuclear deal has been the cornerstone of
Rouhani’s policy of greater openness with the West,
and the US departure has seen him severely criticized
by ultra-conservatives at home. Iran’s supreme leader,
Ali Khamenei, has demanded Europe provide a number
of economic guarantees in order for Tehran to continue
its commitment. Increasing the pressure on Iran’s
European partners, he ordered preparations be made
to quickly restart nuclear activities in case talks col-

lapse. Rouhani’s visit follows reports of the Iranian
diplomat’s arrest along with five others over a purport-
ed foiled attack on a rally of thousands of Iranian oppo-
sition supporters in Paris.

Rouhani has not changed his program over what his
foreign minister dismissed as a “false flag ploy”
designed as a distraction. “How convenient: Just as we
embark on a presidential visit to Europe, an alleged
Iranian operation and its ‘plotters’ arrested,”
Mohammad Javad Zarif tweeted. Just hours before wel-
coming Rouhani to Austria, Vienna summoned Iran’s
ambassador and announced that the unnamed diplo-
mat’s status would be withdrawn. The diplomat
attached to the Iranian embassy in Austria, who was
detained in Germany, was believed to be a contact of a
couple at the centre of the alleged plot.

He may soon be extradited to Belgium, which is
spearheading a probe into the alleged bomb plot,
prosecutors told the German news agency DPA. “We
are waiting for full clarification” on the case, Kurz said
at a press conference alongside Rouhani. Zarif, who is
accompanying Rouhani, will on Friday meet top envoys
from the five powers for the first time since
Washington’s withdrawal. Kurz had said he would
speak plainly with Rouhani about Iran’s role in the
Middle East, as Tehran continues to deny accusations
it is destabilizing the region. The Austrian Chancellor
said he considered it “absolutely unacceptable” to
question the right of Israel to exist or call for the
state’s destruction. — AFP 

Iran’s Rouhani in 
Vienna to shore...

Continued from Page 1

people’s safety” and had taken steps to combat the
scourge of fake news and hoaxes. “We’re horrified by
these terrible acts of violence and wanted to respond
quickly to the very important issues you have raised,”
WhatsApp said in the letter seen by AFP. The company
said it was working with Indian researchers to better
understand the problem and had introduced changes it
said would reduce the spread of unwanted messages.

It would also soon launch a new label in India to help
users identify messages that had been forwarded as
opposed to written by someone they know.  Rumours

on WhatsApp about child kidnappers saw eight men
killed in eastern Indian last year but the same informa-
tion has since resurfaced.  Attacks have been reported
in at least 11 states recently, most recently in
Maharashtra where five men were bludgeoned to death
by a crazed mob on Sunday.  Last week a “rumor
buster” official tasked with warning the public against
such hoaxes was killed in northeastern Tripura.

With more than 200 million users, India is
WhatsApp’s biggest market. Its parent company
Facebook has also been grappling with a global data
privacy scandal. WhatsApp said it planned to run a
public safety campaign in India “given its importance”
to the company, and mentioned efforts by police to use
its platform to raise awareness about its misuse. “We
believe that false news, misinformation and the spread
of hoaxes are issues best tackled collectively: by gov-
ernment, civil society and technology companies work-
ing together,” WhatsApp said. “With the right action
we can help improve everyone’s safety.” — AFP

WhatsApp 
‘horrified’...

KARANGASEM, Indonesia: A tourist takes a selfie with his phone as a plume of fresh ash is released by Mount Agung volcano at the Kubu subdistrict in Karangasem Regency on Indonesia’s resort island of Bali yesterday. —  AFP 

ABU DHABI: The United Arab Emirates said yesterday
that its first nuclear reactor would come online in late
2019 or early 2020, further delaying the launch of the
Arab World’s first atomic power station. Construction
of the first of four reactors at the $20 billion (17 billion
euro) Barakah plant has been completed ahead of
“operation by the end of 2019 (or) early 2020,”
Emirates Nuclear Energy Corporation said, quoted by
the state-run WAM news agency.  

The first reactor had been due to come online last

year, but the launch was initially delayed until 2018 to
make time for regulatory approvals and complete safe-
ty checks. No reason was immediately given for the lat-
est postponement. State-owned ENEC said a second
reactor was 93 percent complete, a third is 83 percent
finished and the fourth was 72 percent complete.

The nuclear plant west of Abu Dhabi is being built
by a consortium led by the Korea Electric Power
Corporation. When fully operational, the four reactors
should produce 5,600 megawatts of electricity, around
25 percent of the UAE’s needs, according to the ener-
gy ministry. Nuclear and renewables are targeted to
contribute around 27 percent of the UAE’s electricity
by 2021. The UAE says it wants 50 percent of its ener-
gy to be generated by clean sources by 2050. Saudi
Arabia, the world’s top crude oil exporter, plans to
build up to 16 nuclear reactors, but the projects have
yet to materialize.— AFP 

UAE delays launch of
Arab World’s first 
nuke reactor

AMESBURY: Two people are in hospital in critical con-
dition after exposure to an “unknown substance” in the
same British town where a former Russian spy and his
daughter were poisoned with a nerve agent earlier this
year, officials said yesterday. Counter-terrorism police,
who the led the investigation into the poisoning of Sergei
and Yulia Skripal, said they were assisting local police in
the investigation which has been declared a “major inci-
dent” by the emergency services.

Scientists at Britain’s defense laboratory at Porton
Down are carrying out tests to try and establish if there is
any connection between the two incidents, British media
reported. The couple, a man and a woman in their 40s,
were discovered unconscious at a house in a quiet, newly-
built area in Amesbury, a village near the prehistoric mon-
ument of Stonehenge. Amesbury is about 12 kilometers
from Salisbury, where the Skripals were found slumped on
a bench in March in an incident that sparked a bitter
diplomatic crisis with Russia. The two patients “are both
currently receiving treatment for suspected exposure to
an unknown substance at Salisbury District Hospital,” a
police statement said.

“They are both in a critical condition.” The hospital is
the same one where the Skripals were treated.  The pair
were found on Saturday with police saying they initially
suspected that they had fallen ill after using “heroin or
crack cocaine from a contaminated batch of drugs.”
“However, further testing is now ongoing to establish the
substance which led to these patients becoming ill and we
are keeping an open mind as to the circumstances sur-
rounding this incident.”

Security cordons have been set up around the areas
where the pair went before they fell ill with security

boosted in both Amesbury and Salisbury. A spokesman for
Public Health England (PHE) said “it is not believed that
there is a significant health risk to the wider public.” “This
will be continually assessed as further information
becomes known,” he said. Local resident Natalie Smyth,
27, told AFP she saw fire engines and ambulances arrive at
the house on Saturday.

“They shut the road. They said it was a chemical inci-
dent and then that it was drug-related. It is so strange, it is
such a quiet place,” she said, indicating that the emer-
gency services personnel were wearing protective suits.
Robert Yuill, a local councillor, said he had seen five
ambulances outside the house. But he said the emergency
services reaction to the incident was “far less intense”
than after the Skripal poisoning.

One of the areas cordoned off was Amesbury Baptist
Church, which held a party that the two attended on
Saturday. “We understand this may well be the last event
this couple went to in public,” church secretary Roy
Collins told reporters. “We are all quite puzzled and
shocked-naturally the connection with Salisbury and
recent events there mean there is a heightened public
interest,” he said, indicating the pair were “not church
members or regulars”.

“We are praying for the couple, one of our members
knows them and clearly there are concerns for them and
any others in the community.” Collins said around 200
people had attended the event but “nobody else has suf-
fered any ill effects”. The hospital said it remained “open
as usual” and advised people to attend routine appoint-
ments unless contacted to do otherwise. Wiltshire’s Police
and Crime Commissioner Angus Macpherson said police
had worked hard to contain “any risk that might be there”,
the BBC reported.

Macpherson said there was “no reason to think it’s
connected” to the Skripal case. Skripal, 67, and his 33-
year-old daughter Yulia, who was visiting from Moscow,
collapsed on March 4 in Salisbury. They were treated for
an extended period of time before being released from
Salisbury hospital. A police officer who came to their aid,
Nick Bailey, was also taken to hospital. — AFP

Two fall critically 
ill near UK nerve 
poisoning town

HONG KONG: Hong Kong’s top court ruled yesterday that
a British lesbian should be granted a spousal visa in a land-
mark judgment that could open the door for expatriate
same-sex partners to move to the Chinese-ruled city. The
British woman, who requested to be identified only as QT in
court, sued the director of immigration in 2014 after she was
denied a spousal visa that would have granted her resident
status and allowed her to work without the need for a sepa-
rate visa. 

The woman and her partner, a dual British and South
African national identified only as SS and who was offered
work in Hong Kong, had entered into a civil partnership in
Britain. QT did not appear in court. “Although I cannot be
with you in person today, that does not diminish the joy I
feel, knowing that Hong Kong’s highest court has upheld my
right, as a lesbian woman, to be treated equally by the Hong
Kong government,” QT said in a statement. She plans to live
in Hong Kong, instead of flying back and forth to Britain as
she has been doing for years. 

“I won’t feel like a second citizen anymore and I can have
the basic rights like anyone else, from as simple as having a

library card to having healthcare,” she told reporters by
phone. The unanimous ruling by five judges, upholding a
lower court’s decision, brings to an end the case involving
rights for the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT)
community, which won support from more than 30 global
banks and law firms, including Goldman Sachs and Morgan
Stanley. “This ruling strengthens Hong Kong’s ability to
attract global talent and its competitiveness as Asia’s pre-
eminent global centre for commerce,” the companies said in
a statement.

The decision goes beyond immigration and effectively
recognizes the rights of local and foreign same-sex couples
who legally entered civil partnerships abroad, said the
British woman’s lawyer, Michael Vidler. “We never argued
this case is about same-sex marriage for Hong Kong, but we
hope this case will pave the way for exactly that,” he said
outside the Court of Final Appeal. Hong Kong’s Immigration
Department said it respected the ruling. “We are studying
the judgment carefully and shall seek legal advice as neces-
sary before deciding the way forward,” it said.

Hong Kong could become the first Asian jurisdiction to
officially grant dependent visas to same-sex partners, even
though it already makes some exceptions to diplomats.
Foreign diplomats in mainland China also say the Chinese
government has been issuing de facto spousal visas to
same-sex partners in recent years. Although Taiwan set a
precedent in Asia last year when its constitutional court
ruled that same-sex couples have the right to legally marry,
gay marriage has not been legalized yet.  — AFP

HK court grants 
UK lesbian ‘right 
to spousal visa’



SOCHI: While some of their biggest rivals have already
fallen by the wayside in Russia, Brazil have been making
serene progress towards the latter stages of the World
Cup.  After watching holders Germany, Spain and
Argentina all exit the competition in the last week in vari-
ous states of disarray, the Selecao eased into the quarter-
finals with a 2-0 victory against Mexico on Monday.  As
they aim to lift the World Cup for a record sixth time in
Moscow on July 15, their next opponents are Belgium in
Kazan on Friday, in what will be something of a clash of
styles-the best defence up against the best attack.  This
Brazil team is not just about Neymar, even if his theatrics
and intermittent magic, like his opener against Mexico, are
what immediately catch the eye and dominate the head-
lines. Look a little more closely and it becomes clear what
is really making them tick-coach Tite has instilled an
admirable collective discipline and his team are built on
solid foundations. They have conceded just one goal so far
at this World Cup, and Steven Zuber’s effort for
Switzerland in a 1-1 draw in Rostov-on-Don could have
been disallowed for a foul on Joao Miranda.

Since then, goalkeeper Alisson Becker has kept three
straight clean sheets, with Brazil winning 2-0 against Costa
Rica, Serbia and Mexico. They have conceded just four
shots on target in four matches.

It is the kind of record that the Italians, the old defen-
sive masters who are conspicuous by their absence in
Russia, would have been proud of. Brazil are looking to
Italy for inspiration. “Juventus have been champions for
the last seven years, and only once without having the best
defence,” said Tite’s assistant Sylvinho, the former Arsenal
and Barcelona left-back, after the Mexico game.  “In such
a short tournament, we want balance to be what charac-
terises us, and that does not make us a defensive team.”

History shows that the team with the best defence tends
to win the trophy.  And while Brazil have always possessed
brilliant individuals, they have also long since been prag-
matists above all else. There will be moments of magic
from Neymar, who is gradually coming to the boil follow-
ing foot surgery in March-as long as they go with defen-
sive discipline. On Monday in Samara, Tite switched to a
4-4-2 formation after Mexico caused Brazil early prob-
lems, and they had a foundation to go on and win the game
in the second half. Fagner might be a weak link at right-
back, but there is strength in depth throughout the squad-
Casemiro, Paulinho and Philippe Coutinho provide differ-
ent qualities in midfield, while Willian came up with his
best performance of the tournament against Mexico.
Gabriel Jesus has yet to find the net, but Roberto Firmino
came off the bench to score on Monday and is pushing for
a start.  Brazil defend from the front, with captain Thiago
Silva admitting the aim is to concede no more goals.

“That is our objective,” he said. “But always emphasis-
ing that the defensive part begins with the attackers. When
the ball does come into our area, it is much easier to cut it
out. Our attackers play a big part in that.”

And so to Friday when Brazil, who have the joint-best
defence at the tournament along with Uruguay, face a
Belgium outfit who have been the most prolific with 12
goals scored. For now they are living up to their billing,
although it remains to be seen how they will cope in the
absence of Casemiro, the Real Madrid powerhouse who
screens the defence from deep in midfield. He is suspend-
ed, meaning Fernandinho is likely to come in. The 33-year-
old does not offer the same degree of protection, although
his inside knowledge of Manchester City club colleague
Kevin De Bruyne could be invaluable as Brazil look to
keep their challenge for a sixth title going. — AFP
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MOSCOW: The World Cup joke around Russia is that
goalkeeper Igor Akinfeev has the “Foot of God”.
Comparisons to the “Hand of God” goal Argentina
great Diego Maradona scored against England in
1986 came naturally to Russians enraptured by the
unlikely performance of their team.

Akinfeev had already won admiration for stopping
two Spain penalties that sent the 2010 champions
packing and Russia through to their first World Cup
quarter-final since 1970. But his winning left-foot
save against Spain’s Iago Aspas has some in the host
nation thinking of the 32-year-old in even more rev-
erential terms. “Akinfeev himself is a god,” said his
childhood coach Pavel Koval. “I think Igor is better
than (Spain ‘keeper David) de Gea.” This level of exu-
berance is relatively new terrain for a solid player
with his share of bad luck. During the 2014 World
Cup Akinfeev palmed a soft shot in Russia’s opener
against South Korea that somehow arched in over his
head. The Russians came back to draw the game but
looked miserable walking off the pitch. They were
eliminated two games later from what may have been
one of the easiest groups in the draw.

Akinfeev’s personal misfortune came when he suf-
fered a knee injury while negotiating a lucrative move
from CSKA Moscow to England’s Premier League a
decade ago. The deal fell through and the Red Army
club captain ended up spending his career in the rel-
ative anonymity of the domestic league-one of the
modern game’s rare one-team stars.

Akinfeev will get his chance to shine before an
even bigger audience when he pulls on his gloves on
Saturday in Russia’s most important match in genera-
tions. A win against Croatia in Sochi would put Russia
in the semi-final of a World Cup for only the second
time since the Soviets did it in England in 1966.

That team was led by Lev Yashin-one of history’s
greatest goalkeepers with whom Akinfeev is occa-
sionally compared. Yashin features on the retro
poster Russia prepared for its first home World Cup.
There is some symmetry there as well.

Russia’s central bank created a stir by pointing out
that a 100-ruble note commemorating the World Cup
it issued in May also shows a ‘keeper making a save
with his left foot’.  The hologram image is tiny and
remained unnoticed by most. Officials later said it had
not necessarily been meant to resemble Akinfeev. The
mystique that surrounded Yashin and his later Soviet
successor Rinat Dasayev-their cult status propagated
by the Communist Party-is yet to catch up with
Russia’s current No. 1.—AFP

Akinfeev’s ‘Foot of
God’ answers Russia’s 
World Cup prayers

SOCHI: Brazil’s coach Tite (C) looks at his players during a training session at Yug Sport Stadium, in Sochi,
yesterday, during the Russia 2018 World Cup football tournament. — AFP

Aim to lift the World Cup for a record sixth time in Moscow 

MOSCOW: England manager Gareth Southgate knows
all about the pain of missing a crucial kick in a penalty
shootout and as he sportingly consoled Colombia’s
Carlos Bacca on Tuesday night at the Spartak Stadium,
the memories couldn’t have been far away.

“It will never be off my back, sadly. That’s something
that will live with me forever,” said Southgate said after
the game when reminded of the Euro 96 semi-final loss
to Germany where he missed the crucial kick in the
shootout.

Southgate was mocked in a pizza advertisement fol-
lowing that defeat but he also learned a valuable lesson
that had a huge impact on the World Cup last 16 win
over Colombia - the shootout is not a ‘lottery’ and it is
something you can prepare for.

“When something goes wrong in your life it doesn’t

finish you and you should become braver, knowing that
you’ve got to go for things in life and don’t regret (that)
you didn’t try to be as good as you might be,” said
Southgate. After England secured passage to the
knockout stage, Southgate explained how that mentali-
ty had translated into his thinking on penalties.

“I’ve had a couple of decades thinking it through. It’s
not about luck. It’s not about chance. It’s about per-
forming a skill under pressure,” he said. “There are
things you can work on, things that can be helpful for
the preparation for the players. We have studied it.
There is a lot we can do to own the process, and not be
controlled by it.”

That mentality and the preparation was evident in
the way England dealt with the challenge of the
shootout. “I believed our goalkeeper would save one,
and the technique of our players in taking them was
superb. I have to credit our big support team who have
done a lot of work in that area over the last few
months,” said Southgate.

England had their list of kickers well prepared in
advance but substitutions made during the game forced
a change to the list of five kickers with Eric Dier step-
ping in. Players had already been evaluated during
practice drills and their past performance taken into

account, in contrast to previous tournaments, such as in
1998 when David Batty, who had never taken a penalty
in a match, missed the decisive fifth kick in a round of
16 loss to Argentina.

Also, as one of the shootout scorers Kieran Trippier
noted, Southgate made his team practice penalties
when they tired at the end of a training session, to sim-
ulate the fatigue that is present after extra-time.

Vitally England goalkeeper Jordan Pickford’s guess-
work regarding which way to anticipate a kick was not
based on instinct but research. Pickford guessed the
right way for all of Colombia’s kickers except for
Radamel Falcao - and said that was largely due to his
work with goalkeeping coach Martyn Margetson and
other FA staff. “We did our research on them, with
Margetson and the analysis staff,” Pickford said. “I had
a fair feeling. Falcao was really the only one who didn’t
go ‘his’ way. But it’s about: set, react and go with power.

“I’ve got power and agility, I don’t care if I’m not the
biggest keeper. I’ve got that power and agility to get
around the goal. I’m very good at it,” he added. It is
hard to believe that none of this was done before by
previous coaching staffs, but after the triumph that sent
England into the last eight it will surely be standard
practice now. — Reuters

This time England 
left nothing to 
chance in shoot-out

KUWAIT: Rewarding its customers
with unique and unraveled offers and
promotions, NBK most recently part-
nered with Visa to give cardholders
of the FIFA World Cup Visa Prepaid
Card a chance to win one of three
jerseys signed by the famed football
player, Zlatan Ibrahimovic, in addition
to a cash prize. 

The offer is exclusive to cardhold-
ers of the FIFA World Cup Prepaid
Card. New customers can apply for
the limited edition card for a chance
to be one of the three winners. 

Customers can easily apply for the
card through NBK mobile banking or
NBK.com. The card will be delivered
straight to the customer’s doorstep
without additional charges. 

Abdul lah Al  Maqseed, Senior
Manager Card Products, National
Bank of Kuwait, said: “Following the
all-expenses paid trips to the FIFA
World Cup finals awarded in April
comes the s igned jersey by the
Swedish professional football player,
Zlatan Ibrahimovic, and a cash prize,

thanks to the new NBK Fifa World
Cup Visa Prepaid Card.”

Launched in May 2018, the NBK
Fifa World Cup Visa Prepaid Card is
exclusive to NBK customers and
includes all standard prepaid card
benefits and options such as NBK
Rewards loyalty program, Visa Global
Assistance and other flexible and
convenient offers and benefits.

The card enables customers to

better manage their spending limit by
choosing the amount to be trans-
ferred into the card and make secure
payments online as it is recognized
worldwide. The card can be reloaded
through the NBK mobile banking app
or NBK.com website. 

Al Maqseed added: “The NBK Fifa
World Cup Visa Prepaid Card is not
only a convenient and safe way to
complete transactions, but also a
rewarding experience giving the large
footbal l  fan-base chances to win
valuable prizes while enjoying the
benefits and rewards of the card.”

The card provides important ben-
efits including control over budget-
ing and spending, worldwide recog-
nition and NBK secure Shopping.
Cardholders  can determine how
much to transfer to the card, thus
setting their own spending limits.
The card can also be reloaded via
the NBK mobi le  banking app or
NBK.com website. Prepaid card-
holders also earn cash back and oth-
er  rewards as  part  of  the NBK

Rewards loyalty program.
NBK has also partnered with Visa

and awarded three all-expenses paid
trips to the FIFA World Cup finals in
Moscow, Russia. Three lucky winners,
along with a friend each, received
first class tickets, 5-star hotel accom-
modation, transportation and tickets
to see the FIFA World Cup finals and
KD 1,000 in cash. 

Zlatan IbrahimovicAbdullah Al Maqseed

NBK gives Visa prepaid cardholders chance 
to win Zlatan signed jersey, cash prizes
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Pakistan knocks hosts Zimbabwe out 
of T20 tri-series in close encounter

Pakistan to meet Australia in Sunday’s final 

MANCHESTER: India captain Virat Kohli
believes “lethal” left-arm wrist spinner Kuldeep
Yadav will have a pivotal role to play during the
rest of his side’s tour of England.  Yadav pro-
duced a man-of-the-match display as he finished
with 5-24 in India’s emphatic eight-wicket win
over England in the first Twenty20 international at
Old Trafford.

England had been in a good position at 94-1
but could only post 159-8 with Yadav’s googlies
at one point giving him three wickets in four balls
on his way to his best figures in T20 internation-
als. KL Rahul’s unbeaten 101 from 54 balls then
guided India to a comfortable victory with 10
balls to spare as they produced an impressive
display, backed by a partisan support on a sun-
drenched Manchester evening.  Yadav’s perform-
ance was also a reminder that despite their
improvement in limited-overs cricket England
remain vulnerable against spin.  “He’s going to be
effective on any pitches we play on,” Kohli said.
“When it turns, he’s going to be even more lethal.
He’s very difficult to pick. I hope he can keep the
batsmen guessing.

“Looking at how convincing we were in all
three skill-sets gives me great pleasure as cap-
tain, especially some of the younger guys step-
ping up and doing the job.” With the United
Kingdom enjoying a sustained spell of hot weath-
er, Yadav said he felt comfortable at Old Trafford.

“It felt like home conditions,” he explained.
“The wicket was very dry but when I bowled my
first over I felt like there was going to be a bit of
turn so I stuck to one line and length. “I bowled
my wrong ‘uns in the perfect areas. It’s my first
tour and things are going quite well.

“Probably after this game, and for the next
few games, England’s batsmen will prepare well.
Obviously, they are quality players.” The only
England player to really trouble India was wick-
et-keeper Jos Buttler as he made a 46-ball 69
before he also succumbed to the mastery of
Yadav’s googly.

England captain Eoin Morgan admits his play-
ers will have to find a way to counter the danger
posed by Yadav during the remainder of the
English summer.  “Kuldeep is a very good
bowler,” Morgan said. “And he will continue to be
a threat. Maybe we can be a bit better. It’s some-
thing we’ll assess.  “He took three wickets in four
balls today and deceived us. It wasn’t a case of
chipping up in the air. He bowled well.”

Morgan added: “The more time you spend at
the crease the better you see the ball. “I think like
it’s any challenge. If you are facing it at 90mph
bowling it’s difficult to replicate it in practice.
And the same with a guy who spins it both ways.
You have a clear plan and stick to it.  “Jos Buttler
is a magnificent player of spin. If you go back
and analyse how Alex Hales and Jos played him
they didn’t give chances but acknowledged he
bowled well.”

Kohli also commended Rahul on his innings
which mixed finesse with power hitting as he
made his second century in T20 internationals.
“He’s someone who has come a long way - he
batted so clean, so crisp in the IPL and he has
carried it forward,” added the India skipper.

“We want guys like him to step up, so other
guys can play with more freedom. He can bat long
as well. He’s very hungry, has great technique, and
it’s a great sign for Indian cricket.” — AFP

‘Lethal’ Yadav key 
for India: Kohli

HARARE: Pakistan knocked Zimbabwe out of the
Twenty20 tri-series in Harare in a closely-fought
encounter yesterday, beating the hosts by seven wick-
ets with five deliveries to spare. Opener Fakhar Zaman
top-scored for Pakistan with 47 before captain Sarfraz
Ahmed overcame a spirited Zimbabwean fightback and
saw his side home with an unbeaten 38. 

Their efforts meant that Zimbabwean allrounder
Solomon Mire’s bellicose earlier innings earlier went in
vain. Mire struck 94, the highest score by a
Zimbabwean in Twenty20 internationals, but
Zimbabwe’s 162 for 4 was not enough to overcome the
world’s top-ranked T20 side.

Zaman said Pakistan was always confident they
could pull off a successful chase. “We have a very deep
batting line-up, so we were confident we could chase
it,” he said. Pakistan given a rapid start by Zaman and
fellow opener Haris Sohail, who took 56 from the
Powerplay. 

Sohail holed out soon afterwards, but Zaman contin-
ued to show the sort of touch that made him vital to
Pakistan’s successful Champions Trophy run last year.
Mixing aggression with an ability to manoeuvre the ball
around the field, he cracked four fours and a six. 

The tactic spoke volumes about his development as
a limited overs batsman. “In the start in T20 I was hit-
ting every ball in my striking zone, but after playing
eight to 10 games I sat with some senior players like
Shoaib Malik and Sarfraz Ahmed, and spoke about my
gameplans with them,” Zaman explained. 

“I realised that I could play proper cricket shots and
be successful (in T20), and that’s what I’ve been doing

recently.” He may have learnt even more from Ahmed’s
innings of calm precision that kept Pakistan up with an
asking rate that hovered around eight for much of the
match. Executing his attacking strokes perfectly, Ahmed
found the gaps and the boundaries whenever they were
needed. 

He displayed a particularly deft touch with his late
cut, taking boundaries off left-arm spinners Tendai
Chisoro and Wellington Masakadza with the stroke.
With four runs needed from the final over, it was also
the shot he used to end the game, gliding seamer Chris
Mpofu to the third man boundary.

Where Ahmed’s innings was one of finesse, Mire’s
63-ball 94 for Zimbabwe showcased big-hitting ability.
Mire started slowly, but hit his first six into the stands
beyond long leg to move into the 20s and was soon
smashing Pakistan’s attack to all corners of the ground.

Mire’s fourth six took him to a 32-ball half century,
his first in this format, and he wasn’t done there. He col-
lected a fifth six with a huge strike down the ground off
Mohammad Nawaz’ left-arm spin, and then lifted fast
bowler Mohammad Amir for the biggest hit of the day,
over the roof of the three storey stand beyond mid-
wicket.

He eventually fell for 94 attempting another big hit,
but his 64-run third wicket stand with Tarisai
Musakanda boosted Zimbabwe to a respectable total
after two poor outings in this tournament. “We were
expecting 130 to 140 on this pitch, but Mire played a
very good innings,” said Zaman. It was not enough to
beat Pakistan, however, who are now assured a place in
Sunday’s final against Australia. — AFP

HARARE: Zimbabwe batsman Solomon Mire bats during the 4th match played between Pakistan and
Zimbabwe as part of a T20 tri-series at the Harare Sports Club yesterday. — AFP

SEATTLE: Wade LeBlanc, who signed a contract extension
earlier in the day, pitched seven strong innings Tuesday
night as the host Seattle Mariners defeated the Los Angeles
Angels 4-1 at Safeco Field for their eighth straight victory.
LeBlanc (4-0) allowed one run on three hits, walked one and
struck out four. His contract extension covers the 2019 sea-
son, with club options through 2022. The left-hander, in his
second stint with the Mariners, has made 20 starts with
Seattle without suffering a loss, the third-longest streak to
begin a tenure with a single club since 1920. LeBlanc trails
only the New York Yankees’ Whitey Ford (22 games, 1950-
53) and Montreal’s Kirk Rueter (22, 1993-94).

DIAMONDBACKS 4, CARDINALS 2
Paul Goldschmidt hit the go-ahead three-run homer in

the fifth inning and Zack Greinke won his fourth straight
start as host Arizona held on to beat St.  Louis. The win
snapped a four-game losing streak for the Diamondbacks.
The Cardinals have lost five of six. Goldschmidt homered to
the opposite field off Cardinals starter Jack Flaherty (3-4)
and finished 2-for-4 — he singled in the eighth inning-to
continue his torrid five-week stretch. He is batting .385
with 13 homers and 32 RBIs in 33 games since May 27 to
lift his overall average from .201 to .277. The first baseman
has six hits in eight at-bats in the first two games of the
three-game series against the Cardinals.

INDIANS 6, ROYALS 4
Yan Gomes belted his third career grand slam to help

Cleveland edge host Kansas City. Yonder Alonso went 3-
for-3 with an RBI and Jose Ramirez also drove in one as
Cleveland won its third straight game. The Indians have
scored 30 runs during the winning streak. Rookie right-
hander Shane Bieber (4-0) remained unbeaten in five major
league starts despite allowing four runs and nine hits over
six innings. The 23-year-old struck out two and walked one.

BLUE JAYS 8, METS 6
Lourdes Gurriel Jr. hit a two-run homer in the bottom of

the eighth inning as Toronto came back to defeat visiting
New York. Gurriel’s homer came against reliever Tim
Peterson (1-1), who retired his first two batters before hit-
ting Randal Grichuk with a pitch. Gurriel, who had three
RBIs in the game, followed with his fourth homer of the
season. Former Blue Jays star Jose Bautista received a
standing ovation from the crowd in his first game in
Toronto since he finished a 10-season stint with the Blue
Jays in 2017. In all, the Mets outfielder walked three times,
singled and scored once in five plate appearances. He also
committed an error in right field.

RAYS 9, MARLINS 6 (16 INNINGS)
Rookie Jake Bauers smacked a two-out, two-run double

in the top of the 16th inning, breaking a tie and igniting a
five-run explosion that gave visiting Tampa Bay a victory

over Miami in a game that lasted 5 hours, 31 minutes. The
game was the longest for the Rays since an 18-inning affair
against Baltimore in 2013. The Marlins had a 17-inning
game in March against the Chicago Cubs. Vidal Nuno (3-0)
pitched two scoreless innings to get the win. Jose Alvarado
and catcher Jesus Sucre, making his fourth career pitching
appearance, combined on a three-hit, two-run bottom of
the 16th to wrap up the wild affair.

DODGERS 8, PIRATES 3
Max Muncy hit two of Los Angeles’s six home runs in a

win over visiting Pittsburgh. Joc Pederson, Chris Taylor,
Yasmani Grandal and Enrique Hernandez also homered for
Los Angeles, which had four homers a night earlier in a 17-1
victory over the Pirates. The Dodgers have hit 18 homers in
five games against Pittsburgh. David Freese was 3-for-3 and
drove in all three Pirates runs with two singles and a homer.

ASTROS 5, RANGERS 3
Josh Reddick and Tony Kemp flashed rare displays of

power, and Houston snapped a three-game losing skid with
a win over host Texas. Reddick homered off Rangers right-
hander Austin Bibens-Dirkx (1-2) in the third inning for his
seventh home run of the season and first since a multi-
homer game on April 21 in Chicago against the White Sox.
Three batters later, with catcher Tim Federowicz on first
base, Kemp blasted a two-run homer to right for his second
homer and first since May 26 at Cleveland. Astros left-han-
der Dallas Keuchel (5-8) benefitted from the early run sup-
port and worked seven strong innings, allowing two runs on
five hits and one walk with seven strikeouts. He led 2-0
before even taking the mound thanks to run-scoring dou-
bles from Yuli Gurriel and Reddick.

YANKEES 8, BRAVES 5
Giancarlo Stanton made a leaping catch at the right-

center field fence in the top of the seventh inning to rob
Kurt Suzuki of a home run and hit a two-run homer in the
eighth as New York held on to beat visiting Atlanta.

Stanton was unable to catch a two-run homer by Nick
Markakis off Adam Warren in the seventh that cut the lead
to 6-5. Stanton made an awkward leap to snag the ball and
hit the fence with his arms and legs as it bounced into the
first row of the seats. Aroldis Chapman, pitching for the
third straight day, threw a scoreless ninth for his 24th save.

PHILLIES 3, ORIOLES 2
Zach Eflin pitched seven strong innings as host

Philadelphia won its third in a row, defeating Baltimore in a
game that was delayed nearly 90 minutes at the outset
because of rain. Eflin (7-2) won his sixth straight start,
becoming the first Phillies pitcher to do so since Cliff Lee in
2011. Eflin allowed two runs on five hits, didn’t walk a batter
and struck out six. The right-hander continued his strong
performance from June, when he went 5-0 with a 1.76 ERA.
Orioles starter Alex Cobb (2-10) allowed all three runs on
four hits in 6 2/3 innings. He walked three and struck out five.

WHITE SOX 12, REDS 8 (12 INNINGS)
Yoan Moncada laced a tiebreaking three-run triple for

Chicago, which came back from four- and five-run deficits
to beat host Cincinnati. The White Sox won for the second
time in six games. The Reds lost for just the fourth time in
their last 16 games. Hector Santiago (3-3), the sixth White
Sox pitcher, earned the win by recording all six outs via
strikeout over two hitless innings.

RED SOX 11, NATIONALS 4
Eduardo Nunez and Xander Bogaerts both hit three-run

homers while J.D.  Martinez added a two-run shot as
Boston defeated Washington in the second game of their
interleague series at Nationals Park. The teams will meet
early on Wednesday for a July 4th special in the finale of
this three-game series. Boston has won the first two games
while the Nationals have dropped four in a row. Nunez hit
his blast in the second inning to give the Red Sox an early
lead.  Bogaerts got his homer during a six-run fifth inning,
and Martinez finished with four RBIs.—Reuters

LeBlanc goes seven
strong innings as 
Mariners beat Angels 

SEOUL: The two Koreas yesterday held a friendly bas-
ketball match in Pyongyang in the latest effort at sports
diplomacy between the neighbours. A group of 50 male
and female players from the South arrived in the North’s
capital on Tuesday for four rounds of friendlies yester-
day and Thursday-agreed at the inter-Korea summit
held in April.

The South’s delegation was led by Unification
Minister Cho Myoung-gyon, in the first visit by a Seoul
official since the landmark summit between North

Korean leader Kim Jong Un and US President Donald
Trump.  Cho’s visit will overlap with a trip to Pyongyang
by US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, who is tasked
with fleshing out details for the denuclearisation deal
between Kim and Trump.

It was unclear whether Cho would meet with Kim or
Pompeo, the unification ministry said. For yesterday’s
two rounds of “mixed” matches for women and men
each team was comprised of both South and North
Korean athletes.  Cho and his North Korean counter-
part Ri Son Gwon watched the women’s match that
started at around 3:30 pm (0630 GMT) at the 12,000-
seat Ryugyong Chung Ju-Yung Gymnasium, pool
reports said.

Basketball is Kim’s favourite sport but he has
no t  made  an  appearance  so  f a r,  t hey  added .
Sporting cooperation helped spark the current
diplomatic thaw between the two Koreas-which are
still technically at war-after the North sent a high-
leve l  de lega t ion  and  a th l e tes  to  the  Win te r

Olympics held in the South in February.
The two Koreas also recently announced they would

field joint teams in three sports-canoeing, rowing and
women’s basketball-at the upcoming Asian Games. “We
look alike. We speak the same language. We will have
good outcomes (at the Asian Games) if we join efforts,”
said Lee Moon-Kyu, a South Korean coach who led one
of the women’s teams at yesterday’s match.  Kim-who
has met former Chicago Bull Dennis Rodman several
times in Pyongyang-expressed his enthusiasm for bas-
ketball exchanges at a landmark summit with the South’s
leader Moon Jae-in in April.  The last basketball friendly
took place in 2003 in Pyongyang when a gym
bankrolled by the South’s Hyundai business group
opened in the North’s capital.  In that match, North
Korea, led by Ri Myong Hun-who, at 235 centimetres (7
feet 8.5 inches) was described as the world’s tallest
player-routed South Korea 86-57. South Korea’s Hur
Jae, who captained his side during the defeat, is now
returning to Pyongyang as a coach. — AFP

Two Koreas hold 
friendly basketball 
match in Pyongyang

SEATTLE: Shohei Ohtani #17 of the Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim watches his fly out in the fourth inning
against the Seattle Mariners during their game at Safeco Field on Tuesday in Seattle, Washington. — AFP
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MOSCOW: Brazil winger Neymar is a world class
footballer who does not need to exaggerate when
his is fouled because it does not earn him any sym-
pathy with the fans, former Germany captain and
World Cup winner Lothar Matthaeus said yester-
day. Neymar, who has scored twice so far to help
Brazil into the World Cup quarter-finals in Russia
where they will face Belgium on Friday, has been
sharply criticised for a string of exaggerated reac-
tions when clashing with an opponent.

“Neymar does not need it. He is an excellent
player, one of the five best players in the world,”
the 57-year-old Matthaeus, who won the 1990
world Cup with West Germany, told reporters.
“Why does he need the acting?

“It does not bring him sympathy. (1986 World
Cup winner) Diego Maradona was not acting,
(Argentina captain) Lionel Messi is not acting. We
need players like Neymar but not the acting.”
Matthaeus said it was up to referees to put a stop
to it, adding that during his playing days
Colombia’s Carlos Valderrama was one such cul-
prit but now there were just too many.

“I remember Colombia (against England on
Tuesday) how they were acting,” he said. England
beat Colombia 4-3 on penalties in a bad-tempered
game that was almost constantly interrupted with
referee Mark Geiger booking six Colombians and
two English players.

“In the 1990s they had one Carlos Valderrama,
now Colombia have six. I don’t like this provoca-
tion and acting and I cannot understand why a
player likes to cheat. With video assistant referees
(VAR) this should not be possible.”

Matthaeus also blamed Geiger for not punish-
ing players for it. “You have to cut this. He (Geiger)
forgot to cut it at the right time. He let them
(Colombians) do it.” Geiger awarded England a
penalty in the 57th minute but Harry Kane needed
to wait several minutes before taking it as
Colombian players had surrounded the referee,
disputing his decision.

“With the penalty we missed three minutes of
football because of the discussions. We don’t need
this acting. We want to see football games, people
always come to watch a football game. If they want
acting they should go somewhere else,” the
German said. Matthaeus, however, had only praise
for the England side and their brand of quick foot-
ball.“England played very well yesterday. These
are high level players and the English national team
profits from coaches in the Premier League work-
ing with these young players. They also learned
how to shoot penalties,” he added.

“This young generation, they are believing in
themselves.  They do not play kick and rush. They
like to play out of the defence. This is the style of
the English clubs.”  — Reuters

Neymar should
drop injury act:
Matthaeus

MOSCOW: As Didier Deschamps plots another World
Cup title tilt with France, Kylian Mbappe, who was not
even born when his coach lifted the trophy in 1998, has
become an indispensable figure for Les Bleus. It was
only two-and-a-half years ago that the teenager made
his professional debut, but the rise of Mbappe-the
second-most expensive player in history-has been
meteoric.

After winning successive French league crowns with
Monaco and then Paris Saint-Germain, the 19-year-old
announced himself on the global stage by knocking
Lionel Messi’s Argentina out of the last 16 in Russia.
With Cristiano Ronaldo, a childhood hero of Mbappe’s,
crashing out of the competition on the same day with
Portugal, it felt like a passing of the torch to a new gen-
eration. 

Mbappe’s breathtaking acceleration and steely com-
posure were used to devastating effect as he became
the first teenager since Pele 60 years ago to score at
least twice in a World Cup match. “I gave Kylian a new
nickname, it’s 37, because he reached a peak of 37km/h
(kilometres per hour) against Argentina,” said France
teammate Florian Thauvin.

To put his searing speed into context, triple Olympic
100-metre champion Usain Bolt’s career peak was
clocked at 44.72 km/h during his world record run at
the 2009 world championships. And while Mbappe may
be the game’s new superstar, the French teenage sensa-
tion is not forgetting his roots. 

According to L’Equipe, he has promised to donate
his World Cup bonus to organise sporting initiatives
for children in hospital. He will likely find a robust
Uruguay defence far less charitable, but former France

defender Lilian Thuram expects Mbappe to thrive on
the challenge.

“He is young, and young players really enjoy them-
selves when the standard of the opposition increases,”
said Thuram. France great Thierry Henry, who followed
a similar trajectory to the top as Mbappe, cited the lat-
ter’s intelligence as the driving force behind his success.

“When I watch him dribble, he’s thinking,” Henry
said in an interview with Canal+. “There’s something
that gets me going and saddens me at times. We often
speak of a player and say: ‘He’s fast, he’s tough, he
jumps high’, but we never speak about a player’s brain.

“He thinks when he plays, and that for me is the
most important thing in a player, he uses his brain,”
explained Henry.  “It’s the sign of a guy who can go
very far.” Ludovic Batelli, coach of the France team
that won the Under-19 European Championship in
2016, said Mbappe had a rare level of maturity for
someone so young. 

“He has this clear-headedness, this sangfroid in front
of goal which is the mark of great goalscorers,” said
Batelli. “It’s often acquired more in the second part of
one’s career. He has it at a very, very young age. It’s
what is going to allow him to become a future great.” 

Mbappe scored 21 goals in his first season in Paris
after joining the club in a monumental deal worth an
eventual 180 million euros ($210 million). Paul Pogba,
one of the cornerstones of the current France side, said
Mbappe has only just scratched the surface of what he
is capable of achieving.

“He’s got a lot more talent than me,” Pogba said of
Mbappe.  “And he’s not going to stop there. He’s got so
much talent.” — AFP

France’s Mbappe sprints towards 
superstar status at World Cup

Lilian Thuram expects Mbappe to thrive on the challenge

MOSCOW: France’s forward Kylian Mbappe (R) and teammates control balls during a training ses-
sion at Glebovets Stadium, Istra outside of Moscow yesterday, during the Russia 2018 World Cup
football tournament. — AFP

MADRID: Cristiano Ronaldo has received an offer to
leave Real Madrid and join Italian champions Juventus,
a source close to the player told Reuters yesterday.
Ronaldo, who joined Real from Manchester United in
2008 for a then world record 80 million pounds
($105.65 million), is the Spanish club’s all-time top
scorer with 451 goals in all competitions and has won
two La Liga titles and four Champions League trophies
with them.

Despite the glut of silverware, however, the five-
times world player of the year has had frequent fallouts
with Real and has declared on several occasions that he
wants to leave the club. Moments after lifting a third
consecutive Champions League trophy by beating
Liverpool 3-1 in the final on May 26, Ronaldo appeared
to suggest he had already decided to leave Real, telling
a television reporter on the pitch at Kiev’s NSC
Olympic Stadium: “It was beautiful to play for Real
Madrid.” Ronaldo, 33, appeared to backtrack on that

statement during Real’s celebration parade through the
Spanish capital the next day, when he told a mass of
supporters: “See you next season.” The Portugal for-
ward was reported to be on the verge of leaving last
June after a news story appeared in Portuguese news-
paper Record declaring he was unhappy with the club. 

He also caused a stir in 2012 when he declared in a
post-match interview after a game with Granada: “I’m
sad and the club know why.” Spanish newspaper Marca
suggested yesterday that Ronaldo is unhappy at Real
because they are searching for a successor to him and
president Florentino Perez has publicly courted Paris St
Germain forward Neymar, urging the Brazilian last year
to come to Madrid if he wants to win the prestigious
Ballon d’Or award.

Ronaldo scored two goals against Juventus in Real’s
4-1 win in the 2017 Champions League and struck a
jaw-dropping bicycle kick against the Italians in a 3-0
win in a quarter-final first leg game in Turin which
prompted Juve supporters to give him a standing ova-
tion. The Portuguese converted a stoppage-time penal-
ty in the second leg to knock the Italians out 4-3 on
aggregate. Ronaldo had an explosive start to the 2018
World Cup by scoring a hat-trick in his side’s 3-3 draw
with Spain and he hit the winning goal in a 1-0 win over
Morocco. He missed a penalty in a 1-1 draw with Iran
and failed to score in his side’s 2-1 defeat by Uruguay
in the last 16. —Reuters

Ronaldo receives 
offer to sign 
for Juventus 

KAZAN: If there is one Lionel Messi assist
over the last year that Brazilian football fans
should be grateful for, it is the one that
helped take Paulinho from the elephants’
graveyard of modern football to the Nou
Camp. Twelve months ago, Paulinho was at
Guangzhou Evergrande in the Chinese Super
League and resigned to playing out the
prime of his career against the likes of
Chongqing Lifan and Changchun Yatai.

The midfielder had made the move to
China after a difficult spell in England with
Tottenham Hotspur and was enjoying his life
and football, until Messi made him a stunning
offer during a friendly between Brazil and
Argentina in Melbourne.

“All of a sudden, Messi walks straight up
to me, looks me in the eye, and says, ‘So... are
we going to Barcelona or not?’,” 29-year-old
recalled this week on www.theplayerstri-
bune.com.

“I thought maybe he was joking, like he
was trying to mess with my head or some-
thing. But we were just playing a friendly... so
maybe not?” A few months later, Paulinho
was indeed on his way to Barcelona to join a
team that would win the Spanish title, sharp-
ening his skills to ensure he would be one of

the first names on Tite’s squad list for the
World Cup. Hard running and aggressive,
Paulinho has played every game for the
Selecao in Russia as Brazil have established
themselves as favourites for a sixth world
title heading into Friday’s quarter-final
against Belgium in Kazan.

An artisan box-to-box operator among
the artists of the Brazil team, Paulinho has a
knack of being in the right place at the right
time, as he showed when he latched onto
Philippe Coutinho’s through ball to score
against Serbia.    

If Messi played a part in securing his
move to Barcelona, the resurrection of
Paulinho’s international career was down to
the appointment of his former boss at
Corinthians as Brazil coach. “One person
who always believed in me was Tite,”
Paulinho added. 

“I get emotional when I speak about Tite,
because we are connected in a way that is
about more than football.” There have been
other dark days in Paulinho’s career - he
almost quit the game as a teenager after
being racially abused while playing in
Lithuania and he suffered from depression
when he was dropped at Spurs.

The premature birth of his twin son and
daughter at the end of last year has helped
to put his footballing woes in perspective,
however.

“Football is full of ups and downs. It’s
unpredictable.  Going from China to
Barcelona is incredible, but it’s not a miracle,”
he said.  “A miracle is when you come home
from football, and no matter what the result
was that day, your children look up at you,
and their eyes say, ‘Ola, Papai’.”   — Reuters

Paulinho rises
from footballing
grave with
Messi assist

Cristiano Ronaldo

SOCHI: Brazil’s midfielder Paulinho catches a ball during a training
session at Yug Sport Stadium, in Sochi, yesterday, during the Russia
2018 World Cup football tournament. — AFP
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Federer, Serena, Venus  move on

LONDON: Roger Federer extended his flawless winning
streak at Wimbledon to 26 consecutive sets as the defend-
ing champion crushed Lukas Lacko, while Serena Williams
powered to her 16th successive win in yesterday’s second
round action.

While Federer and Serena strolled, Caroline Wozniacki
suffered fresh Wimbledon woe as the world number two
suffered a shock 6-4, 1-6, 7-5 defeat against Ekaterina
Makarova. Federer delivered a Centre Court masterclass
lasting 89 minutes as the Swiss star hit 48 winners and 16
aces in his 6-4, 6-4, 6-1 victory.  The 36-year-old is now
on his joint second longest streak of sets won at
Wimbledon-his best was 34 between the third round in
2005 to the 2006 final.  Next up for Federer is a third
round tie against German world number 64 Jan-Lennard
Struff who came back from two sets down to defeat 39-
year-old Ivo Karlovic 13-11 in the final set.

In his 20th Wimbledon appearance, top seed Federer, a
20-time major winner, is bidding to become only the sec-
ond player to claim nine singles titles at the All England

Club after Martina Navratilova. On the evidence of his
ruthless demolition of Slovakian world number 73 Lacko, it
will take something special to stop Federer making more
Wimbledon history.

“I played very well. I felt good out there, less nerves
than in the first round,” Federer said. “I’m happy how I am
hitting the ball, good concentration on my service games
and able to mix it up with some slices.

“Of course, you sometimes play the percentages, but if
you do that too much it becomes boring, so I like to mix it
up.” Federer wasn’t the only former champion in peak form
on Centre Court as seven-time winner Serena routed
Bulgarian qualifier Viktoriya Tomova 6-1, 6-4.  Williams
brushed aside Tomova in just 66 minutes with 24 winners
and four aces to extend her streak of consecutive match
wins at the All England Club.  “It was better than the first
round. I’m happy I’m going in the right direction,” Serena
said. “I’m getting there. I expect to get there, not only for
Wimbledon but for the tournaments in the future.” The 36-
year-old, whose winning run encompasses her Wimbledon

titles in 2015 and 2016, missed the grass-court Grand Slam
last year while she prepared to give birth to daughter
Alexis Olympia in September.  Serena, seeded 25th after
her return from maternity leave, faces France’s Kristina
Mladenovic or Germany’s Tatjana Maria for a place in the
last 16.  Wozniacki, plagued by an invasion of flying ants
during the Court One clash, saved five match points but
has now failed to get past the last 16 in 12 visits to the All
England Club. It was a bitter defeat for the 27-year-old
Dane, who was expected to challenge for the Wimbledon
title after winning her maiden Grand Slam crown at the
Australian Open in January.

With flying ants stuck in Wozniacki’s hair and dive-
bombing her throughout the match, the former world num-
ber one asked the umpire if there was something that
could be sprayed to keep the bugs away.

“They’re in my mouth and in my hair and everywhere-
we need to do something. Is there a spray?” she said. “I
want to be here to focus on tennis, not eating bugs.” Five-
time champion Venus Williams battled into the third round

with a 4-6, 6-0, 6-1 win over Romanian qualifier Alexandra
Dulgheru.  Venus reached her ninth Wimbledon final last
year, but the American star was denied a sixth title by
Garbine Muguruza.

Making her 21st Wimbledon appearance, 38-year-old
Venus is the oldest woman in this year’s tournament. But
she didn’t look her age in making it 89 career match wins
at Wimbledon by demolishing Dulgheru in the final two
sets. Asked if her wealth of Wimbledon experience was a
key factor, Venus said: “I’d love to have that extra advan-
tage. If that’s working for me I’m all for it.  “It’s just about
winning the match. If that’s your best or not doesn’t mat-
ter.” Venus next faces Dutch 20th seed Kiki Bertens, who
beat Russian world number 107 Anna Blinkova 6-4, 6-0.

Former world number one Karolina Pliskova finally
made it to the third round on her seventh visit to
Wimbledon after seeing off two-time Australian Open
champion Victoria Azarenka 6-3, 6-3. Former Wimbledon
finalist Agnieszka Radwanska lost 7-5, 6-4 to Czech world
number 66 Lucie Safarova. — AFP

Wozniacki crashes out, Pliskova downs Azarenka

LONDON: Switzerland’s Roger Federer returns against Slovakia’s Lukas Lacko during their men’s singles second round match on the third day of the 2018 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Lawn
Tennis Club in Wimbledon, southwest London, yesterday. Federer won the match 6-4, 6-4, 6-1. —AFP

MOSCOW: England became the last team to
qualify for the World Cup quarter-finals after a
dramatic penalty shootout as favourites Brazil
and fancied France trained their sights on their
last-eight opponents. England’s victory against
Colombia takes Gareth Southgate’s team into
what looks like a winnable match against
Sweden, who edged out Switzerland 1-0 earlier
on Tuesday.

Both teams are in the bottom half of the
draw in Russia, along with the host nation and
Croatia, with England the only former winners
of the four teams. The top half contains more
heavyweights, with 1998 champions France tak-
ing on two-time winners Uruguay and Brazil set
to face Belgium.

On a dramatic night in Moscow’s Spartak
Stadium, England goalkeeper Jordan Pickford

made a key save from Carlos Bacca before Eric
Dier’s spot-kick gave England their first-ever
win on penalties at a World Cup at the fourth
attempt — ending the jinx that has dogged
them for so long.

The Sun tabloid coined his save the “Hand of
Jord”, harking back to Diego Maradona’s “Hand
of God” incident in 1986, when the Argentine
used his hand to put the ball into the net against
England. “It’s the headline we have waited a
lifetime to write... England win on penalties (Yes
really!),” the paper said.

Southgate said he was already looking for-
ward to Saturday’s quarter-final against
Sweden in Samara, with a last-four clash
against either Croatia or Russia up for grabs.
“This was special but I want us to go on,” said
Southgate, whose own penalty miss saw
England lose to Germany in the semi-finals of
Euro 96 at Wembley.

“Sweden is another team we have a poor
record against. We have underestimated them
for years. They have created their own story
and made history. I don’t want to go home yet.”
Janne Andersson’s Sweden have recovered well
from a heartbreaking group-stage defeat by
Germany, seeing off Mexico before edging out
Switzerland 1-0 in the last 16.

RB Leipzig midfielder Emil Forsberg
grabbed the only goal of a tight encounter mid-
way through the second half to send his coun-
try into the quarters for the first time since the
1994 side who finished third in the United
States. For all the drama around England, the
winner of the tournament is more likely to come
from the top half of the draw, where the teams
can boast a combined eight tournament wins.
Favourites Brazil will come up against Belgium’s
‘golden generation’ in Kazan tomorrow while an
exciting young France side spearheaded by
Kylian Mbappe take on a shrewd Uruguay out-
fit in Nizhny Novgorod.

Much of the focus surrounding Brazil’s bid
for a record-extending sixth world title has
inevitably been on Neymar. But the world’s
most expensive player has hit the headlines as
much for his perceived play-acting as for the
on-pitch performances that have helped his
side ease into the last eight without ever being
seriously troubled.

Mexico coach Juan Carlos Osorio said the
stoppages caused by Neymar’s antics stalled
his team during their 2-0 last-16 loss to Brazil,
claiming the Paris Saint-Germain forward’s
reaction to Miguel Layun stepping on his leg
was a “shame for football”.—AFP

World Cup big 
guns primed for 
last-eight battles

MOSCOW: England’s players celebrate winning the penalty shootout at the
end of the Russia 2018 World Cup round of 16 football match between
Colombia and England at the Spartak Stadium in Moscow on Tuesday. —AFP
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