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Zain Kuwait records over 

70Gbps speed in 5G trial
The highest throughput speeds ever reached in the region

KUWAIT: Zain Group, the leading mobile
telecommunications provider in the Middle
East and North Africa, announced that it has
successfully tested 5G technology achieving
maximum throughput speeds of over
70GegaBit Per Second (Gbps) over 2GHz
spectrum. This speed represents one of the
highest-ever recorded in the region, placing
Zain at the forefront of 5G innovation for
the benefit of its consumer and enterprise
customers. The testing occurred at the Zain
Innovation Center in Kuwait in the presence
of Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi, Zain Vice-
Chairman and Group CEO, Scott
Gegenheimer, Zain Group CEO-Operations,
Eaman Al Roudhan, CEO of Zain Kuwait and
other senior management from the ranks of
the company. 

Bader Al-Kharafi, Zain Vice-Chairman and
Group CEO commented, “Today’s demon-
stration marks a leap forward in the imple-
mentation of 5G network capability and
reflects our commitment to be an innovator
across our operations. This ongoing testing
program will enable Zain to accelerate its
mobile broadband network transformation
to 5G, which will release the full potential of
digitalization in society and enhance ICT
industry collaboration on multiple fronts. We
believe 5G will be the catalyst for Zain
achieving its transformation objectives and
becoming a leading regional digital lifestyle
operator, fulfilling our mission of enhancing
the lifestyles and business opportunities of
all of our customers.”

Al-Kharafi added, “5G technology will cre-
ate enormous opportunities across all sec-
tors, and not just ICT as it will make life easi-
er for all our customers and create countless
efficiencies to businesses. It is our aim is to
inspire all innovative entrepreneurs, busi-
nesses and the app developer community to
collaborate with telecom providers, so that
jointly we have a positive impact on society
as a whole.”

Eaman Al Roudhan, CEO of Zain Kuwait,
said, “As the leading operator in Kuwait, it is
our intention to continue fulfilling the ever-
increasing demand for quality high-speed
services and offer 5G technology to our cus-
tomers as soon as it becomes technically
available. In doing so, we will be in a prime
position to offer unique products and servic-

es, including many smart city and IoT
(Internet of Things) initiatives. Essentially,
our vision with 5G technology is to create a
smarter and more productive future for our
individual and enterprise customers, where
both devices and people are connected to
each other.”

This proof-of-concept testing has been
implemented by Zain in Kuwait with a view
to boosting existing 4.5G LTE network
throughputs across several key Zain opera-
tions, leading to the provision of superior
customer experience and unprecedented
network speeds.

What 5G will achieve
Widespread 5G connectivity will elimi-

nate information islands, boost the prosper-
ity of a digitalized sharing economy, pro-
mote changes to existing production meth-
ods and lifestyles, and finally improve peo-
ple’s quality of life. 5G can drive the process

of full digitalization through the integration
of wireless connections, mobility, Internet of
Things (IoT), cloud computing, and big data.
Based on a 5G infrastructure platform, the
Mobile Broadband network will facilitate
the transformation of diverse industries. The
International Telecommunication Union
(ITU) has revolutionized 4G capability by 10
times capability by defining 5G to reach 20
Gbps per cell coverage, to connect 1 million
connections per Km2, and to provide 1 ms
ultra-latency services. An example of such
speeds is that a 1GB movie can be down-
loaded in seconds.

5G and Augmented Reality (AR)
5G is designed to cater the rapid develop-

ment of Mobile internet traffic regenerated
by the increase popularity of smart devices,
and by the usage of mobile broadband
internet and video traffic. There is also a
trend to more immersive services based on

new Virtual and Augmented Reality head-
sets, and consumers will want to experience
these services wherever they are, so they
must be capable of being used wirelessly. 5G
can supply immersive experience enabling
people to watch movies and live sports pro-
grams, play games, shop online and work
remotely anytime and anywhere with con-
venience, freedom and efficiency. Such serv-
ices also enhance cooperation and interac-
tion in fields like education, training, con-
struction, city planning and oilfield explo-
ration.

Automotive safety
Advanced vehicle technologies will

enable the introduction of new safety and
efficiency systems, and ultimately, driverless
cars. These future generations of automobile
will require sophisticated wireless telecoms
capability accomplished through 5G in order
to communicate with one another, with

local traffic control systems, with manufac-
turers and with third-party service providers.
The Internet of Vehicle ‘IoV’ and smart driv-
ing will eventually rely on 5G application
scenarios. 

Revolutionizing manufacturing
5G will drive manufacturing transforma-

tion by enabling interconnecting the entire
manufacturing supply chain. Data will be
shared between different locations about
key business aspects such as design, manu-
facturing and distribution; information
about equipment and products; and even
data about customers and suppliers so that
operations in all these areas can be
improved. Products will become channels,
sharing data about, and enabling subse-
quent sales to, customers. Data market-
places will emerge to take advantage of the
new insights available. The factories them-
selves will be populated with more capable
manufacturing robots, and densely
equipped with sensors and automated sys-
tems. On-demand manufacturing will
increase. Production flexibility and efficiency
will improve.  

Monitoring and tracking data
5G enables industries to provide new

models of cutting costs, increasing efficiency
of processes, and improving population
health. Meanwhile, it can offer to consumers
an increasing array of commercial wireless
monitoring or tracking services.  

New business opportunities
With the combination of diverse wireless

connectivity, mobility, IoT, cloud computing
and big data innovative technologies, 5G
offers a more comprehensive set of capabili-
ties than other communication technolo-
gies. The 5G communication infrastructure
will become a platform that realizes the tar-
get of enabling multiple industries with a
single network. By taking advantage of the
rapid and reliable communication capabili-
ties of 5G networks, as well as the enormous
number of connections, 5G will enable oper-
ators to better serve customers in all indus-
tries. Telecom operators will be able to posi-
tion themselves as the ‘best enablers’ for
industry applications. 

KUWAIT: Zain Vice-Chairman and Group CEO Bader Al-Kharafi (center right), Zain Vice-Chairman and Group CEO Scott Gegenheimer (center
left), CEO of Zain Kuwait Eaman Al Roudhan (right) and a Zain management staff pose for a photo after Zain Group announced that it has
successfully tested 5G technology -  achieving maximum throughput speeds of over 70GegaBit Per Second (Gbps) over 2GHz spectrum. 

FLORIDA: People tend to a car that flipped over on Cape Coral Parkway during Hurricane Irma in Cape Coral,
Florida. —  AP

TAMPA: Downgraded from a hurricane to a tropical
storm, Irma flooded several northern Florida cities with
heavy rain and high storm surge yesterday as it headed
out of the state after cutting power to millions and rip-
ping roofs off homes. Irma, once ranked as one of the
most powerful hurricanes recorded in the Atlantic, hit a
wide swath of Florida over the past day, first making
landfall on the Florida Keys archipelago and then coming
ashore south of Naples and heading up the west coast.

Irma, now a tropical storm with sustained winds of up
to 70 miles per hour, was located about 35 miles west of
Gainesville and headed up the Gulf Coast, the National
Hurricane Center said at 8 am. The Cuban government
reported yesterday that 10 people had been killed after
Irma battered the island’s north coast with ferocious
winds and 36-foot waves over the weekend. This raised

the overall death toll from Irma’s powerful rampage
through the Caribbean to 38.

The sheriff’s office in Jacksonville, on Florida’s north-
east coast, reported that it was making a rescue from
waist-deep water yesterday morning and urged people
to stay off unsafe roads. The National Weather Service
issued a flash flood warning for the city, with nearby St
Augustine also seeing flooding. “Stay inside. Go up. Not
out,” Jacksonville’s website warned residents. “There is
flooding throughout the city and more rain is expected.”

After what she called a terrifying night bunkered in her
house in St Petersburg, on Florida’s Gulf Coast, with her chil-
dren and extended family, Julie Hally emerged with relief
yesterday. The winds had toppled some large tree branches
and part of a fence, but her house was undamaged. 

Continued on Page 11

Irma wreaks havoc in Florida

Cuba reports 10 killed; Miami airport closed 
ISMAILIA: At least 18 Egyptian policemen were killed
and three injured yesterday in an attack claimed by
Islamic State on a security convoy in the Sinai
Peninsula, which is gripped by an insurgency. Security
and medical sources said the attack took place near
Arish, the capital of North Sinai province, and that two
of those killed were officers. The injured included a
brigadier general who lost a leg in the blast.

Militants detonated an improvised explosive
device and managed to destroy three armored vehi-
cles and a signal-jamming vehicle. The attack later
turned into a gunfight and the militants also shot at
ambulance workers, injuring four. Islamic State
claimed responsibility for the attack in a statement
posted by its news agency Amaq. The Sunni militants

are waging an insurgency in the rugged, thinly popu-
lated Sinai. They have killed hundreds of soldiers and
police since 2013, when the military ousted Egypt’s
Islamist president Mohamed Morsi after mass
protests against his rule.

At least 23 Egyptian soldiers were killed when sui-
cide car bombs tore through two military check-
points in North Sinai in July, in one of the bloodiest
assaults on security forces in years. There was no
immediate comment from the Interior Ministry on
yesterday’s attack. State news agency MENA quoted
a high ranking ministry official confirming the attack
took place. Security forces were exchanging fire with
militants near the explosion site and managed to kill
several of them, MENA said. — Reuters

Blast kills 18 Egyptian policemen

GENEVA: Qatar’s Foreign Minister yesterday accused the
“illegal” blockade against his country for trying to force it
into a “state of trusteeship”. Speaking before the UN
Human Rights Council in Geneva, Sheikh Mohammed
bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani decried the “illegal siege
which clearly violates international laws.” Qatar has been
hit by a land and air embargo imposed by Saudi Arabia
and its allies, who cut ties with Doha on June 5 accusing
it of backing extremists.

But Al-Thani insisted that “it is no secret that the real
motives behind the siege and the severing of diplomatic
relations with the state of Qatar were not aimed at fight-
ing terrorism.” “But rather an attempt to force Qatar into
a state of trusteeship to interfere in its foreign policy, to
undermine its sovereignty and to interfere in its domes-
tic policy.” Qatar “cannot tolerate this situation,” he said.
His comments came after Saudi Arabia vowed Sunday to
keep pressuring Qatar until demands by the bloc of Arab
states had been met, dampening hopes for a US-mediat-
ed resolution to their diplomatic crisis.

The bloc’s 13 demands include Doha ending its
alleged support for Islamist extremist groups, closing a

Turkish military base in the emirate and downgrading
diplomatic ties with Tehran. The Saudi move came just
two days after US President Donald Trump spoke with
the leaders of Saudi Arabia and Qatar in a bid to medi-
ate. Trump said he believed the dispute between
Riyadh and Doha, both key US allies, could be solved
“fairly easily”. The Saudi and Qatari rulers spoke by
phone on Saturday, raising hope for talks. But Riyadh
later suspended the dialogue, accusing Doha of distort-
ing facts by wrongly implying that Saudi Arabia had ini-
tiated the outreach.

Yesterday, the Qatari foreign minister said his country
was taken aback when Saudi Arabia disputed a readout
of the “positive” call.  “Unfortunately, we have seen—half
an hour later—a retaliation from their side by issuing a
statement that what we have issued is a lie,” Al-Thani told
reporters on the sidelines of the rights council. He how-
ever stressed his country’s “readiness for dialogue to end
this crisis. “We are willing to talk to them, we are ready to
engage if it is based on principles which are not violat-
ing the international law and respect the sovereignty of
each country.”  — AFP 

Blockade attempt to force 

Qatar into a ‘trusteeship’ 
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KUWAIT: The International Organization for
Migration (IOM) honored Kuwait’s Minister of Social
Affairs Hind Al-Sabeeh in recognition of her role in
promoting human and labor rights, on Sunday, at
the UNDP Kuwait office in Mishref. In his speech,
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs and Acting
Minister of Information Sheikh Mohammad
Abdullah Al-Sabah praised Minister Al-Sabeeh’s role
towards strengthening the principles and laws of
human rights in Kuwait. He pointed out that the
IOM Executive Board will consider Kuwait’s bid to
join the organization as an observer in its meeting
in November officially. 

Minister Al-Sabeeh stressed on Kuwait’s keen-
ness to strengthen the long lasting 25-year human-
itarian partnership with humanitarian organiza-
tions, with the International Organization for
Migration (IOM) in particular, which represents the
role played by the Organization through the provi-
sion of many development programs and humani-
tarian assistance. She also praised the two sides’
keenness to upgrade the partnership by setting up
more than eight courses and workshops in the
fields of human trafficking and referral mecha-
nisms, supporting the HAC staff and implementing
three impact studies. This partnership has con-
tributed to the development of programs for future
decision-makers.

‘Future decision-makers’ 
“This partnership has contributed towards the

development of programs for future decision-mak-
ers based on evidence as well as their contribution
to the social networks on the labor market and the
Kuwaiti economy. Also for developing the work
environment within the General Authority for Labor
Force and raising its capabilities,” she said. IOM
Director General William Lacy Swing said that Al-
Sabeeh is a pioneering figure in her domain and her
wise leadership is clear in development projects. He
congratulated the State of Kuwait for the achieve-
ments it has made in the humanitarian field. 

Swing expressed United Nations’ appreciation
for the great role played by His Highness the Amir
in spreading humanitarian awareness about
refugees and his efforts to solve the Gulf crisis. He

added that he was delighted that his current and
sixth visit  to Kuwait coincides on the third
anniversary of the UN honoring and proclaiming
His Highness the Amir as a “humanitarian leader.” 

Regarding the situation in Myanmar, IOM
Director said that they have been working to
address the human needs of people in Mynamar
and those in Bangladesh. 

“We have added more staff and researchers
there to support those who need shelter, food, or
other requirements and are working with other
organization to make sure that they get the sup-
port they need,” he noted. Swing pointed out that
the latest statistic shows that Bangladesh expelled
at least 290 members of the Rohingya Muslim
community where thousands were waiting to
cross into the neighboring country and numbers
continue to grow. 

Regarding the Syrian refugees, he said “Around
200 Syrian staff members are working inside Syria

with the UN, government and NGOs trying to help
more than one and half million Syrian refugees in
Lebanon, similar number in Jordan and 2.5 million
in Turkey, we are trying to address the basic needs
and the government is working hard as they can.”

He affirmed that the IOM provided 700 thou-
sands shelter to Syrian refugees. “We are now turn-
ing our efforts towards the return program. I was
very pleased to hear that the Amir plans to hold a
major reconstruction conference in January and I
hope to attend it. It is a very important initiative
that has our full support.”

Kuwait’s UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP
Resident Representative Zineb Touimi-Benjelloun
congratulated Minister Al-Sabeeh on the honor-
ing and praised her for her significant role in
implementing the State’s development plans as
well as her efforts in achieving sustainable devel-
opment and materializing Kuwait’s 2035 develop-
ment vision. 

KUWAIT: President Recep Tayyip Erdogan during his previous visit at a reception
held by His Highness the Premier Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

ANKARA: A number of prominent
Turkish figures said yesterday that the
prospective visit to Turkey by His
Highness the Premier Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah tomorrow
is of great significance and Turkish offi-
cials pin great hopes on outcomes of
such visit on bilateral relations. Turkish
researcher for regional affairs, Ibrahim
Abak stressed the importance of the offi-
cial visit by His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah to Turkey from
September 13 to 16. In an interview with
KUNA, Abak said that Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan described Kuwait
as one of the most stable, safest and
prosperous countries in the region,
stressing the strong and solid relations
between the two nations.

He added that Turkey needs to have
such friendly countries in the region in
order to establish security, stability, and
relations based on common interests
without conflicts, especially in the last
two decades when the region became a
scene of conflicts and wars. He pointed
to the visit of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah to Turkey last March and the visit
of the Turkish President to Kuwait in May
and July, which confirmed that the two
countries have great potential to devel-
op their relations in various fields.

Abak also recalled the visit of Kuwait’s
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Defense Sheikh Mohammed Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah to Turkey in August, con-
firming the high-level talks and strong
ties. He highlighted the political relations
between the two countries, which derive
their power from shared history, culture
and values are at an exemplary level. He
pointed out that Turkey voiced full sup-
port to Kuwaiti mediation efforts to
defuse the Gulf crisis, stressing that
Turkey’s efforts is complementary to His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s efforts.

Friendship and goodwill 
He said that Kuwait International

Airport’s new main passenger terminal is
the largest tender secured by a Turkish
company, Limak Holding, abroad in a sin-
gle package; it is a new symbol of the
friendship and goodwill between Turkey
and Kuwait, he added. Secretary General

of the Turkish-Arab Dialogue Forum
Ershad Hurmuzlu said Kuwait has been
the center of relations and interests of
the Turkish state and people. He stressed
that His Highness the Amir’s visit to the
United States and meeting US President
Donald Trump last Thursday attests to
the depth of Kuwaiti efforts to defuse
tensions in numerous regions.

Moreover, Chairman of the Turkish-
Kuwaiti Friendship Committee Mekael
Arsalan on his part stressed the impor-
tance of the official visit by His Highness
the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah to Turkey
from September 13 to 16.

Arslan said in an interview with
Kuwait News Agency that the Turkish-
Kuwaiti friendship relations were ancient
and date back to early years of Kuwait
independence, pointing out that the
recent period witnessed an exchange of
many visits between senior officials of
the two countries. He added that the visit
of His Highness the Premier to Turkey
which starts next Wednesday falls within
the framework of both countries’ eager-
ness to foster their bilateral relations,
recalling the many high-level visits
between both countries’ senior officials.

He praised Kuwait’s efforts in humani-
tarian work, especially those pertinent to
sheltering Syrian refugees in Turkey and
the establishment of Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Village aimed at protecting
Syrian refugees in the southern part of
the country which included 1,248 hous-
es. He also pointed to the Humanitarian
Leader Village in Van city eastern Turkey
that was erected to be a safe haven for
the victims of the earthquake that struck
in 2011 which included 64 units.

In this regard, Arslan pointed out that
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
bestowed upon His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah with the highest Medal in recogni-
tion of his great role in pushing forward
the bilateral relations and to his out-
standing humanitarian contributions. He
pointed out that the relations between
Ankara and Kuwait witnessed a remark-
able development in many fields, espe-
cially economic ones, pointing out that
there are 280 companies funded by
Kuwaiti capital operating in Turkey,
whereas seven Turkish companies are
now operating in Kuwait. — KUNA 

Turkey pins hopes 

on Premier’s visit 

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah yesterday received the credentials of the newly-appointed
Nigerian Ambassador to Kuwait, Garba Gajam Mohammad. Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled also received the credentials of the newly-appointed Jordanian Ambassador to Kuwait,
Saqr Abu Shattal. The meeting was attended by a number of senior Foreign Ministry officials. The First Deputy Prime Minister and the Foreign Minister had also received the
Special Envoy of the French President Ambassador Bertrand Besancenot on the occasion of his visit to the country.  — KUNA  

Kuwait’s FM receives foreign ambassadors  

KUWAIT: The Chairman of
Kuwait Society for Traffic
Safety and member of the
Supreme Traffic Council, Dr
Bader Al-Matar stressed the
importance of setting a spe-
cial plan to limit traffic con-
gestions due to the begin-
ning of the new school year
commencement of the alarm-
ing increase in the number of
vehicles on the roads. Al-Matar stressed
that traffic police need to have full control
over various roads and intersections. 

He also urged both citi-
zens and expats to respect
traffic laws, regulations and
general safety manners on
the road.  Furthermore, Al-
Matar underlined that the
problem would not be
solved unless mass transport
means were used for both
students and other passen-
gers. He also urged public

transport companies to increase the level
of comfort and recreation on their buses
to encourage more citizens to use them. 

Alarming increase in cars,

traffic as schools reopen 

Dr Bader Al-Matar

IOM honors Kuwait’s

Social Affairs Minister

KUWAIT: IOM Director General William Lacy Swing and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs and
Acting Minister of Information Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-Sabah honoring Minister of
Social Affairs Hind Al-Sabeeh. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat 

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: The Ministry of State for Youth Affairs
announced the launch of youth media forum,
which aims to encourage and inform the youth. The
forum is to run from September 13 to 15, 2017, at
KIPCO tower in Kuwait City. The three-day forum
focuses on encouraging young people to introduce
creative and innovative ideas at the level of youth
work in general and the media in particular, and
open new horizons for Kuwaiti and Arab youth, said
Nasser Al-Arfaj, Public relations and media director
at the ministry of youth.

During his speech, Arfaj said that 17 countries will
participate in the forum where media experts will
hold seven workshops supported by Kuwait
Journalists Association. “The workshop will be from
morning till 5 pm. In the evening there will be an

open discussion for youth in Arraya and JW Marriot
hotels.” “We are going to focus on social media topics
and put action plans where we aim to develop the
right media idea for youth. The social media influ-
encers are affecting young people in a negative way,
sometimes encouraging extremist thoughts,” he said.

Arfaj announced that Ali Jaber, TV personality and
group director of MBC channel will attend the forum
along with famous YouTubers from Arab countries.
Adding that 80 young people will participate in the
forum and workshops and 5 out of 7 workshops are
already booked. Abeer Al-Omar, Group CSR Director
of KIPCO said, “KIPCO is participating as a strategic
partner and is focusing on supporting the youth of
Kuwait.” She thanked the Ministry of Youth for their
effort in investing in human resources.  Omar added,
“We see this forum as an opportunity to deliver the
right message to the youth who are affected by

social media.” She expressed her happiness towards
the cooperation between private and public sector
to benefit Kuwait. Mijbil Al-Ayoub, Director
Corporate Communications of Ooredoo, said that
Ooredoo believes in youth’s power that it will shine
in the forum. 

Adding, “Ooredoo has announced its strategic
partnership in the regional initiative Kuwait
Capital of Arab Youth 2017, which has the
endorsement of the Arab League. Ooredoo’s com-
mitment to enriching youth and supporting their
passions where supporting youth is deep-rooted
within the core values of Ooredoo. We hope to see
more success in the future, and we look forward to
bigger achievements.” Ayoub revealed that
Ooredoo is not only supporting the event but also
participating in one of the workshops conducted
by a social media expert.

Ministry of State for Youth Affairs

launches youth media forum

KUWAIT: (From left to right) Director Corporate Communications of
Ooredoo Nasser Al-Arfaj, Abeer Al-Omar, Group CSR Director of KIPCO
and  Mijbil Al-Ayoub, , public relations and media director at the min-
istry of youth at the press conference. —Photos by Joseph Shagra  
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Recently Kuwait was voted one of the worst places for
expats to live in by an international survey. Now I have no
idea how accurate these surveys or international firms are,

and what is their agenda but unfortunately it seems to be a
repetitive topic. Although it is painful to see such statics, I think
it is important for us to address the issues in order for Kuwait to
improve as a country. 

Many of my readers think that we have received such a low
rating because of the recent actions and laws that may seem like
they are against expats. I personally think that Kuwaiti laws and
regulations have for the most part been fair to all parties and up
to international standards. Yet some bylaws are not stable and
constantly changing or maybe simply not clear to non-speaking
expats who live in Kuwait. 

Another issue that I think is important to address the lack of
ease of doing some governmental procedures. I hope this particu-
lar topic is addressed in the new future, as we have seen already
Kuwait has improved immensely in the last year, and I hope the
improvement is replicated in all sectors in Kuwait. It is fair to men-
tion as well, as I have previously mentioned on multiple occasions,
the importance of a diverse workforce in Kuwait, and how foreign
people or non-nationals have a positive impact on our society and
should be integrated fully. 

Q: Where do I go if I need to find information about a gov-
ernmental procedure? 

A: A great place to start, that is extremely useful is the Kuwait
Government webpage https://www.e.gov.kw/sites/kgoEnglish/
Pages/HomePage.aspx that is available in English and there is also
a hotline at 164 that you can try calling. There is a directory on
there as well with links for many procedures that you can do
online. For example, you will find the different types of visas and
the documents required, fees etc (a topic that many of my readers
ask about). The webpage for the most part is user friendly and
functional, so please do not hesitate to give it a try!

Q: Although Kuwait has been great to us, do you have any
advice how do I protect myself and what should I be aware of?

A: Always get someone you trust to translate any official docu-
ments for you in Arabic before signing. It might seem obvious but
do not sign anything in a language you cannot understand, unless
the translation is alongside or on the same page that you are signing
as well, and the English clearly says that there is an Arabic version.

Kuwait is for the most part very safe and family friendly, but it is
important that you be aware of local laws, regulations, traditions,
and important numbers/places. I hope the above has been helpful
and I am very proud for all the change that has happened in the
recent year. 

Legalese

Ask@FajerTheLawyer.com

Governmental 

procedures 
By Salman Al-Mutawa

Some Kuwait
Times read-
ers may

already know that I
am currently
studying my mas-
ter ’s degree in
Florida, and yes, I
am still here dur-
ing Hurricane Irma.

I thought it would be best to break off the
studying abroad routine and give a first-
hand account of the hurricane. It is hap-
pening right outside my window as I am
writing this editorial. 

Four days before the hurricane, the city
of Miami received notice that Irma will be a
category 5 hurricane. My roommate and I
decided to leave Miami and head to
Orlando, where we will have a couple of
more days to see where the hurricane is
headed. I am currently in an Orlando resort
that it fully prepped for the hurricane. I
received many phone calls from the
embassy of Kuwait and worried individuals
offering their aid, and I would like to thank
everyone who has reached out. I would also
like to describe the reality of the situation.

Hurricane Irma is a large, category 5
hurricane capable of mass destruction. It is
currently leaving Miami after flooding the
downtown area and Brickell. It is now mak-
ing its way towards northern Florida with
the eye aimed at Tampa. It will flood the
beaches and leave empty batches of dry
land in the middle of the sea as a result of
a phenomenon called “Storm Surge”. This is
when the strong winds from the hurricane
literally push the water from inside the
ocean onto the land. 

This is the most dangerous side effect
of a hurricane, and it is what caused the
bulk of the deaths during hurricane
Katrina. The second most dangerous side
effect is not the winds, it is the items that
the winds carry and fling into the air. Small
rocks can become speeding bullets and
trees can fly like birds in the sky. 

Electric wires can be torn off their posts
and fall into puddles formed by the hurri-
cane in its aftermath. Stepping in these
puddles can be dangerous and is i l l

advised. This is the reality of the situation.
HOWEVER, al l  of  this being said,

national TV does overhype the situation
for two main reasons: ratings and safety. It
is in the best interest of the state of
Florida to evacuate as many individuals as
possible. For those who are more stub-
born, it is better to try and scare them
into leaving. After Hurricane Andrew in
1992, the city of Miami and state of
Florida had a painful reminder of what
weak infrastructure could result in. Post
1992, most buildings in Miami were built
to be hurricane-proof. National news does
not touch on this aspect but the local
news does. I have watched both national
and local news channels report on the
hurricane. Local news projects a calm, car-
ing effect, releasing information that will
keep the inhabitants of the area safe and
secure.  National news however,  has
decided to mix the aforementioned tactic
with fear-mongering.  

Buildings in Miami and major Florida
cities are generally up to hurricane-proof
standards. Florida governor Rick Scott and
the Florida government have released and
continue to release the best guidelines for
staying safe during the hurricane and have
been very effective in communicating
these guidelines. Hurricane Irma usually
spends around 12-15 hours on top of a city
until it moves on. Currently, the majority of
people who were harmed by the hurricane
are people who are acting stupid- walking
outside to take pictures or even going into
the beach for a swim. All others in danger-
ous areas have been evacuated and are
currently in shelters. Evacuees have plenty
of food and water and are mostly enjoying
watching the weather outside their hurri-
cane-proof windows because the electric
grids have been shut off for safety. 

I would not go as far as to say that there
is no reason to worry, but I would like to
communicate that all the precautions have
been implemented and all Kuwaiti stu-
dents have evacuated or are in safe secure
buildings. All in all, this is a wonderful- and
dangerous- learning experience for all of
us. It is also a not-so-friendly reminder of
our fragility and our need to remain calm
and humble during this age of deadly
weather forecasts.

A Kuwaiti student

in the eye of Irma

BAGHDAD: Kuwait’s Ambassador to Iraq
inaugurated a new school yesterday, the last
out of a string of 23 facilities all financed by
the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development. “The opening of this school
caps off the construction of 23 schools
across Iraq,” Salem Al-Zamanan told KUNA,
saying the project typifies his country’s cor-
dial relationship with its Gulf neighbor.
Meanwhile, the Kuwaiti envoy said that he
was sanguine that the new schools, all of
which are fully equipped, would help prop
up Baghdad’s ailing education sector. He
pointed out that Kuwait has built numerous
makeshift schools in Iraq over the years,
especially in areas hardest hit by war.
Meanwhile, Hussein Malaa, an Iraqi educa-
tion official, revealed that the new facility

stretches over 6,000 square meters at a cost
of USD 2.9 million, thanking Kuwait for the
aid he said Baghdad was in dire need of. 

The Kuwait Fund for Economic
Development had also launched several
urgent healthcare assistance programs in
Iraq as part of a USD 100 million grant to the
country. These include some USD 15 million
set to be handed out on Thursday for proj-
ects across eight Iraqi provinces, the fund’s
representative Nawaf Al-Mohammad, who is
currently on a visit to the country, said. As
agreed with the Iraqi government, the pro-
grams will target rebuilding destroyed
health centers and providing these centers
with medical equipment and medicine in
preparation for the arrival home of dis-
placed families. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: A four-day fundraising campaign
for Myanmar’s “Rohingyas” who are suffer-
ing from difficult humanitarian conditions
kicked off at the Kuwait Red Crescent
Society (KRCS) yesterday. KRCS’ President
Dr Hilal Al-Sayer told Kuwait News Agency
(KUNA) that the campaign stems from
Kuwait’s concern for needy people around
the globe regardless of race or belief and
without discrimination. He added that the
campaign also contributes to the relief of
the fleeing Rohingya Muslims, estimated at
nearly 300,000 Muslims who have already
fled violence in Rakhine State.

Al-Sayer said that the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
has announced that some 300,000
Rohingya Muslims have fled Rakhine State
in Myanmar in the past 15 days of the out-
break of violence and more are expected to
flee as well. He pointed out that the vio-

lence in Burma has led to the displacement
of thousands of Rohingyas to Bangladesh.
This constitutes a new “humanitarian disas-
ter”, explaining that women, children and
families are forced to flee their homes to
escape violence and walk aimlessly in
search of safety. He said that donations will
be accepted at the KRCS building in the
morning and evening through KNET pay-
ment, adding that donations can also be
accepted through KRCS’ website.

He unveiled that a field team would
head to Bangladesh in the coming days to
distribute aid to the fleeing Rohingyas who
are in dire need for assistance. For his part,
Assistant Undersecretary of the Social
Development Sector at the Ministry of
Social Affairs Hassan Kathem lauded the
efforts of the Kuwait Red Crescent Society
through its organization of this donation
campaign. — KUNA  

KRCS kicks off fundraising 

campaign for Rohingyas

KRCS’ President Dr Hilal Al-Sayer

BAGHDAD: Kuwait’s Ambassador to Iraq Salem Al-Zamanan during the schools
inauguration ceremony. 

The 23rd Kuwait-funded 

school opens in Baghdad  

BAGHDAD: One of the 23 facilities financed by the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development.
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Photo of the day

KUWAIT: The beautiful and green Al Shaheed Park seen from Al-Hamra Tower in Sharq. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat 

Story and photos by Athoob Al-Shuaibi

KUWAIT: There’s not much new on the
streets of Kuwait except becoming jammed
in traffic as schools reopen. Children sleep-
ing in cars to catch every ounce of sleep
they can get before reaching school will be
repeated until they fix their sleeping hours
after the holiday - this is another common
sight in traffic.  Despite repeated attempts
by parents each year to depart early to
avoid the crazy traffic, something always
happen at home in the last minute to post-
pone leaving. These situations range from
forgotten wallets or a pair of school socks
that suddenly vanished. Whoever takes his
or her children to school must also take
into account the traffic jams in the sur-
rounding streets of the school area, so that
the youngsters can reach the classroom
before the bell rings.

Do not worry because school adminis-
trators understand the hassles of the first
day of students returning to school.
Therefore, they will not be reprimanded or
held accountable for delays beyond their
control.  On narrow streets where some
schools are located, some deploy members
of the Ministry of the Interior, represented
by the traffic police to coordinate the traffic
with the help of school staff to ensure safe
passage of students and avoid unnecessary
traffic jams. Unfortunately, this does not
apply to all schools. There are some schools
attempting to perform this task by using

school guards to regulate the traffic and
direct cars to designated dropping points.
However, some drivers will disrespectfully
ignore their existence and will refuse to
cooperate. 

Ordinary school guards trying to organ-
ize such chaotic traffic is an almost impossi-
ble task. In residential areas especially, the
continuous flow of parents’ vehicles and
school buses are obstructed by the resi-
dents’ cars of the neighboring buildings.
This usually leads to a cacophony of car
horns, angry parents, sleepy kids and over-
whelmed school guards.

We understand parents’ keenness to
reach their kid’s schools and their own
places of work on time. But the stress of the
situation can get to anyone and some par-
ents deal with the street with a culture of
savagery rather than a culture of respect.
What matters to them is victory, without
any heed to the consequent delay or the
safety of other drivers. So how can schools
solve the crisis of traffic jams?  Certainly the
solution lies in the cooperation of every-
one, from the school, to the parents and
government authorities concerned.

Even though our young students are not
quite happy to come back to the routine of
doing homework, and exams, they are
delighted to finally meet their friends and
talk about their holidays! I sincerely wish for
the best for all our students this year, and
good luck to all the parents driving their
kids to school. 

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A team from the Relations and
Security Information at the Interior
Ministry, in cooperation with the Education
Ministry distributed awareness leaflets and

gifts to students in various schools on the
occasion of the start of school year. The
campaign concentrates on Kindergarten
and elementary school students to instill
correct traffic principles and information on
road safety and awareness.

The back to school jams

MOI provides safety 

Leaflets at schools 

KRCS hands out 3,000 school 

backpacks to needy children 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Red Crescent Society
(KRCS) distributed yesterday 3,000
schoolbags to impoverished children in
Kuwait, just as the new school year gets
underway. The backpacks are complete
with an array of school utensils, Mariam
Al-Adsani, a KRCS official in charge of
local aid, told KUNA. She pointed out
that education is an inalienable right of
all children, which explains the purpose
behind this initiative. Al-Adsani hailed
KRCS’s altruistic endeavors, saying the
Kuwaiti charity has always sought to
come to the aid of those less fortunate.
The KRCS official added that she was
grateful to everyone who participated or
contributed in any way towards the char-
ity’s projects. — KUNA 
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Irecently saw a video on YouTube which was filmed in
Europe of a man dressed in a GCC outfit and fake beard
throwing a bag on strangers who panicked and ran

away assuming the bag had explosives in it. Though I
believe that the actor’s Arabic Islamic outfit had nothing to
do with the element of surprise, and that people would
naturally panic and run away when strangers throw some-
thing at them regardless of their attire, the idea of dressing
up in Arabic clothes developed in the director’s mind as a
result of the stereotype images of Arabs. 

For the west, ignorance, wealth and lust have always
been stereotype characteristics of Arabs and they recently
added ‘violence’ to this impression after the crimes com-
mitted by terrorist groups such as ISIS and Al-Qaeda. I do
not think that the west is wrong in describing us as violent
people. It is rather a tangible fact in our societies as we
practice violence on daily basis in all our practices,
debates, terminology, the way we bring up our children
and even in times of sadness or joy. 

Many of us find joy in firing gunshots during weddings.
Violence also prevails amongst motorists on Arab streets.
Our songs are filled with sadness, desertion and parting
while we rarely find a song with lyrics or a joyful relation
between two lovers. Touchiness, impatience and being
jumpy are the characteristics of an emotional character
abundantly found in our societies. 

Such traits do not exist in the Japanese who are known
to be placid or the British who are cold-tempered. It is also
notable that Arab culture has been and is still promoting
violence in various epic and historical movies with scenes
of war such ‘Al-Nasser Saladdin’ and ‘Khaled Ibn Al-Waleed’,
which might have been the natural result of the Arab-
Israeli conflict. Notably, ‘Historic movies’ here refers to
Islamic ones whereas pre-Islam period was portrayed on
screen through movies about Antar Ib Shaddad, who was
a trouble-maker, fighter and a bullying thug.

Antar, the

bulling thug

By Salah Al-Sayer 

Al-Anbaa 

Crime
R e p o r t

Big fight outside

Amiri hospital 

KUWAIT: A fight involving three citizens in Shaab devel-
oped into a larger one involving eight people outside the
Amiri hospital, said security sources explaining that two
people had initially assaulted a third one who was rushed to
hospital for treatment. However, the assaulters and the
injured called their friends at the hospital yard to settle the
matter. Security sources said that the eight ended up injured
and received medical treatment before they were detained
pending further investigations. 

Smuggling weed from Thailand 
A female citizen was arrested on arrival from Thailand at
Kuwait airport for the possession of a bottle of whiskey and
a bag of marijuana hidden in her luggage, said security
sources noting that the girl was referred to minors police for
further investigations. 

Caught with liquor 
An Asian was arrested for selling home-made liquor in a pen
yard in Khaitan, said security sources noting that the suspect
was arrested with the possession of 250 bottles of liquor. 

Bank robbers caught 
A gang of five including citizens, GCC nationals and non-
Kuwaitis was arrested for armed robbery, said security
sources noting that the suspects had been bullying
expats around Jahra streets using knives and stealing
their possessions. 

Absconding in Farwaniya 
Farwaniya detectives raided Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh,
Farwaniya and Ardhiya where they arrested 25
absconding people including 15 women, said security
sources. 

Drinking and fighting 
Four citizens were arrested in Maidan Hawally for drink-
ing and fighting, said security sources. Case papers indi-
cate that the two couples were drinking when one of
the guys tried flirting with the girl who rejected his
attempts with insulting words. He then slapped her and
the others joined in taking the fight out to the street,
where passersby and neighbors called the police.  

Stolen wallet 
A citizen reported that KD 900 had been withdrawn
from his bank account, after he lost his wallet. On track-
ing the money, detectives found out that the citizen’s
friend had stolen his wallet justifying the theft by his
need for money and had asked an Asian to transfer the
amount into his account for KD 20.

Couple fight 
A citizen and his wife were arrested for fighting at Abol
Hasaniya beach, said security sources noting that the
husband justified his actions by being tipped off that
his wife was on a cruise though she was only meeting a
friend of hers. On arriving at the beach, his wife was
coming ashore on a Jet Ski, which confirmed the tip.
The wife denied the story and insisted that she had
been sun-bathing at the beach. A case was filed and fur-
ther investigations are in progress.  — Al-Rai/ Al-Anbaa

CBK celebrates

graduation 

of LOYAC training

students 

KUWAIT: The Commercial Bank of Kuwait (CBK) recently
celebrated the graduation of a number of students who
had enrolled in LOYAC’s Summer Training Courses
designed for youth aging 16-27 at the bank.  In this
regard, CBK human resources director, Mona Al-Abdul
Raziq said that CBK had received a number of LOYAC stu-
dents and enrolled them in banking training courses in
various CBK branches during the summer. 

Farwaniya

inspection

campaign 
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Farwaniya Municipality emergency team
launched a campaign on shops and cafes in occupa-
tional Ardhiya area. Head of the team Ahmad Al-
Shareeka said the campaign resulted in inspecting 15
cafes and issue of 8 citations for unlicensed signs.

Bloggers beware 
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Well-informed sources at the foreign ministry
stressed that legal action will be taken against bloggers
and media figures who have slandered HH the Amir and
Kuwait’s reputation. Sources explained that Kuwait will not
allow any of its citizens to insult a friendly or brotherly
country and, at the same time, will never tolerate slander
or insults against HH the Amir or the State of Kuwait. The
sources added that the foreign ministry has already
informed Kuwait ambassadors in a number of countries to
prepare the list. 

Al-Jarida
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SOUTH KOREA: In this photo provided by South Korea Defense Ministry, South Korea’s Hyunmoo II ballistic missile is fired during an exercise at an undisclosed location in South Korea.— AP 

SEOUL: North Korea warned the United States yesterday
that it would pay a “due price” for spearheading efforts for
fresh sanctions on the regime following its latest nuclear
test, which diplomats say the UN Security Council will vote
on later in the day. But a US-drafted resolution originally
calling for an oil embargo on the North, a halt to its key
exports of textiles and subjecting leader Kim Jong Un to a
financial and travel ban appears to have been watered
down to placate Russia and China, which both have veto
powers, diplomats said.

It no longer proposes blacklisting Kim and relaxes sanc-
tions earlier proposed on oil and gas, a draft reviewed by
Reuters shows. It still proposes a ban on textile exports.
North Korea was condemned globally for conducting its
sixth nuclear test on Sept 3, which it said was of an
advanced hydrogen bomb. NATO head Jens Stoltenberg
said at the weekend that North Korea’s “reckless behavior”,
pursuing nuclear and missile programs, was a global threat
and required a global response.

The tensions have weighed on global markets, but yes-
terday there was some relief among investors that North
Korea did not conduct a further missile test this weekend
when it celebrated its founding anniversary. Still, North
Korea denounced efforts by Washington to impose new
UN-backed sanctions against the country. The North’s
Foreign Ministry spokesman said the United States was
“going frantic” to manipulate the Security Council over
Pyongyang’s nuclear test, which it said was part of “legiti-

mate self-defensive measures.”
“In case the US eventually does rig up the illegal and

unlawful ‘resolution’ on harsher sanctions, the DPRK shall
make absolutely sure that the US pays due price,” the
spokesman said in a statement carried by the official KCNA
news agency. DPRK stands for the North’s formal name, the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. “The world will wit-
ness how the DPRK tames the US gangsters by taking a
series of actions tougher than they have ever envisaged,”
the unnamed spokesman said.

“The DPRK has developed and perfected the super-
powerful thermo-nuclear weapon as a means to deter the
ever-increasing hostile moves and nuclear threat of the US
and defuse the danger of nuclear war looming over the
Korean peninsula and the region.” South Korean President
Moon Jae-in said last week during a visit to Russia that
shutting off North Korea’s supply of oil was inevitable this
time to bring Pyongyang to talks and he called for Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s support.

Putin has remained firm however that such sanctions on
oil would have negative humanitarian effects on North
Koreans. China, the North’s lone major ally, may be most
critical though in deciding if oil sanctions go ahead
because it controls an oil pipeline that industry sources say
provides about 520,000 tons of crude a year to the North. A
Security Council resolution needs nine votes in favor and
no vetoes by permanent members the United States,
Britain, France, Russia or China to pass.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Geng Shuang
stressed the need for consensus and maintaining peace. “I
have said before that China agrees that the UN Security
Council should make a further response and necessary actions
with respect to North Korea’s sixth nuclear test,” he told
reporters. “We hope Security Council members on the basis of
sufficient consultations reach consensus and project a united
voice. The response and actions the Security Council makes
should be conducive to the denuclearisation of the peninsula,
conducive to safeguarding the peace and stability of the
peninsula, and conducive to push forward the use of peaceful
and political means to resolve the peninsula nuclear issue.”

The fallout
The latest draft of the resolution reflects the challenge

in imposing tough sanctions on the North by curbing its
energy supply and singling out its leader for a financial and
travel ban, a symbolic measure at best but one that is cer-
tain to rile Pyongyang. It will also be a disappointment to
South Korea, which has sought tough new sanctions that
would be harder for Pyongyang to ignore, as it said dia-
logue remained on the table.

“We have been in consultations that oil has to be part of
the final sanctions,” South Korean Foreign Minister Kang
Kyung-wha told a news conference, saying Pyongyang was
on a “reckless path”. “I do believe that whatever makes it
into the final text and is adopted by consensus hopefully
will have significant consequences on the economic pres-

sure against North Korea.”  There was no independent veri-
fication of the North’s claim to have conducted a hydrogen
bomb test, but some experts said there was enough strong
evidence to suggest Pyongyang had either developed a
hydrogen bomb or was getting close. KCNA said on
Sunday that Kim threw a banquet to celebrate the scien-
tists and top military and party officials who contributed to
the nuclear bomb test, topped with an art performance
and a photo session with the leader himself.

The standoff is also spilling over into the business rela-
tionship between South Korea and China. South Korea’s
Lotte Shopping is considering selling its supermarkets in
China and other options should political tensions between
Seoul and Beijing continue next year, an official at the
retailer said. China has pressured South Korean businesses
via boycotts and bans since Seoul decided last year to
deploy a US-made missile defense system as a deterrent to
North Korea. Beijing says the system’s radar can penetrate
far into its territory.

South Korea deployed four additional units of the
Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) system on
Thursday after the North’s latest nuclear test. The height-
ened tension could have a substantial impact on South
Korea’s economy and could also disrupt trade between the
United States and China, ratings agency Fitch said yester-
day. Outright military conflict on the Korean peninsula is
unlikely but prolonged tension could undermine business
and consumer sentiment, Fitch said. —  Reuters

North Korea warns US over sanctions push 

Pyongyang threatens to make sure US pays ‘due price’

HAVANA: View of damages after the passage of Hurricane Irma, in Cojimar neighborhood in Havana. — AFP

MARIGOT: “For pity’s sake, do something,” Estelle Kalton begs
the police. “They’re looting the shops.” A crime wave on the
Franco-Dutch Caribbean holiday island of St Martin, five days
after hurricane Irma ripped through, has everyone on edge. It
is only by making a scene on the steps of a makeshift security
centre set up in Marigot, the main town on the French side of
the island, that Kalton is able to confront officials. She gets an
angry response to her charges of looting. “We know,” a police
officer replies.

Minutes earlier, France’s Minister for Overseas Territories
Annick Girardin had walked down the same steps after assuring
reporters that “there is now security” on the island. But officials
and people in the streets seem to have different definitions of
“security” and criticism of the state’s response to the disaster is
mounting on the island and in Paris. “Police saw people trying to
loot our store,” says Kalton’s 57-year-old husband Philippe. 

“Sometimes they’re just 50 meters away, but they don’t do
anything. “They told me that people’s security is the priority and
that the rest is only material, that it’s not important.” The shop-
keeper moved to St Martin seven years ago. Before Irma, he and
his wife enjoyed a sun-soaked life in a villa by the turquoise
waters of Nettle Bay. What remains of their house, meters from
the beach, is visible from the steps of the security centre. Like
the others, it is a wreck. Now, the two clothing shops the couple

ran on Liberty Street are “all we have left”.
Exhausted and angry, the Kaltons are watching over their

shops as much as they can, and have asked a neighbor to do the
same. During the most recent break-in attempt, the neighbor
scared away the looters with a machete. “They said to him, ‘If you
stay here we’ll come back, we’ll shoot you and take what we
want,” Philippe Kalton says, grim-faced. Regional police chief
Jean-Marc Descoux said some 500-600 local delinquents were
likely responsible for most of the looting, taking advantage of
the devastation for personal profit.

“But it is also people who are desperate, who are panicking
and who have nothing left but misery,” he told the broadcaster
France Info. Paris is battling accusations that it was underpre-
pared for the devastation in its Caribbean territories, with oppo-
sition leftwinger Jean-Luc Melenchon demanding a parliamen-
tary inquiry into whether enough security forces were sent.
Fourteen people have been killed on the island, 10 on the
French side and four on the Dutch, and many homes destroyed.

Along with some 85 tons of food, one million liters of water
and 2,200 kilos of medicine, some 1,500 rescue workers, troops
and security forces are on the ground on St Martin, a number set
to rise shortly to 2,000. But for many residents, it is not enough.
On the Dutch side of the island, too, there are complaints of loot-
ing and criticism of the official response. — AFP

After Irma, fear, looting 

grip tense St Martin
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BAGHDAD, Iraq: Worsening clashes among
tribes and a political void is threatening
security at oil installations in Iraq’s main
southern oil producing region, officials and
security sources said. Iraq has concentrated
security forces in the north and west of the
OPEC oil producer in the biggest campaign
since the US-led invasion in 2003 to retake
territory lost to the Sunni extremist group
Islamic State in 2014.

That has created a void in the south,
home to Iraq’s biggest oilfields, where fight-
ing between rival Shi’ite Muslim tribes over
farmland, state construction contracts and
land ownership has worsened in the past
few weeks. The surge in violence risks under-
mining government plans to lure new
investment to the oil and gas sector it needs
to revive an economy hit by a surge in secu-
rity spending and destruction by Islamic
State. Stability in Basra, the main southern
city at the edge of the Gulf, is of vital impor-

tance as a hub for oil exports accounting for
over 95 percent of government revenues.
Officials said tribal clashes had not affected
oil output yet. But this could change as
recent fighting with mortars and machine
guns had come close to the key West Qurna
oil phase 1, West Qurna phase 2 and
Majnoon oilfields north of Basra city.

“Tribal feuds have been exacerbating
recently and such a negative development
could threaten the operations of the foreign
energy companies,” said Ali Shaddad, head
of the oil and gas committee in Basra’s
provincial council. State-run South Oil Co.
(SOC) said the violence had started scaring
oil workers and foreign contractors who in
some cases had refused to move drilling rigs
over security concerns.

“Tribal fighting near oilfields sites is defi-
nitely affecting the energy operations and
sending a negative message to foreign oil
firms,” Abdullah al-Faris, a media manager at

SOC, said. Iraq’s government has dispatched
thousands of soldiers and policemen into
Basra which had been like the rest of the
mainly Shi’ite south relatively peaceful since
2003. Security force have tried to disarm
tribesmen, which had seized large caches of
light and heavy weapons from Saddam
Hussein’s army in the chaos following the
2003 invasion.

But security officials said forces were
stretched as troops were preparing another
offensive against Islamic State, or Daesh, in
the north to retake Hawija town.
Strategically located east of the road from
Baghdad to Mosul and near the Kurdish-
held oil region of Kirkuk, Hawija fell to
Islamic State in 2014. “We need larger forces
to control rural areas and restrain lawless
tribes in the south,” said Army Lieutenant
Colonel Salah Kareem who serves in a
brigade that was based in Basra before
being moved to Mosul. “This is a difficult job

for now as most troops are busy with fight-
ing Daesh,” he said.

Top officials quit
The security challenges have been wors-

ened by a political void after top local officials
quit over graft charges. Basra’s governor Majid
al-Nasrawi stepped down last month and left
for Iran after Iraq’s anti-corruption body began
investigating graft allegations against him. In
July the head of the provincial council, Sabah
al-Bazoni, was arrested and sacked after the
watchdog accused him of taking bribes and
misuse of power. Graft has been a major con-
cern in Iraq but analysts say both men had
also been caught in a political battle as parties
from the country’s Shi’ite majority were gear-
ing up for national elections in April 2018.
Basra is seen as the ultimate prize given its oil
wealth and investment potential.  Bazoni, who
belongs to former prime minister Nuri al-
Maliki’s State of Law coalition, had been at

odds with Nasrawi from the Shi’ite Islamic
Supreme Council of Iraq over managing the
province and distributing contracts for basic
services and rebuilding infrastructure in Basra.
Disagreements over how to award state con-
tracts had escalated with each party publish-
ing files alleging corruption against the other
rivals, two Basra politicians said on condition
of anonymity. “For some political parties hav-
ing the upper hand in Basra is a key objective
to expand their power,” said Baghdad-based
analyst Jasim al-Bahadli, an expert on Shi’ite
armed groups. 

“Basra is forming the triangle of money, pow-
er and influence,” he said. Two officials working
with foreign oil companies operating in the
south said the departure of top officials raised
worries that the tribal clashes could get worse.
“We need to see security challenges addressed
to avoid working in a difficult operating environ-
ment,” said one official working at a foreign oil
firm in Basra, asking not to be named. — Reuters

Tribal clashes, political void threaten oil installations in Iraq’s south 
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Militants attack convoy in 
Egypt’s Sinai, kill five police

EL-ARISH, Egypt: Suspected militants yesterday
ambushed a police convoy in Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula,
killing five policemen and wounding three others, includ-
ing a police brigadier general, according to security and
military officials. The police and military officials said the
attack began with the detonation of roadside bombs that
destroyed and set ablaze three armored vehicles and a
fourth one carrying signal jamming equipment. The gun-
men later opened fire with machine guns and comman-
deered a police pickup truck. The attack took place about
30 kilometers west of el-Arish in northern Sinai. The offi-
cials spoke on condition of anonymity because they were
not authorized to speak to the media.

Four Shiites shot dead 
in South west Pakistan

QUETTA, Pakistan: Gunmen killed four male mem-
bers of a family belonging to a minority Shiite commu-
nity in Pakistan’s Balochistan province, police said, in
the latest bout of sectarian violence to rock the restive
region. The attack took place late Sunday in the
Kuchlak area on the highway between the provincial
capital Quetta and the border town of Chaman. The
victims, including a 13-year-old boy, were travelling in
a taxi from Afghanistan to Quetta when four gunmen
riding motorcycles opened fire on them, local police
official Amin Jaffar said late Sunday.

Iran arrests sect members 
over death penalty protests

TEHRAN: Iran has arrested at least 13 members of a
“deviant” spiritual movement after they protested the
death sentence given to the founder of their group, local
media reported yesterday. “Three activists and elements in
the anti-security activities of the Erfan Kayhani (“Cosmic
Mysticism”) sect have been arrested by intelligence agents
in Tehran this morning,” the Tasnim news agency said. Ten
other members of the group have been arrested in recent
days, it added. They were “organizing and leading demon-
strations, sit-ins and other security actions to pressure the
judiciary” against the death sentence of their spiritual
leader Mohammad Ali Taheri. 

BEIRUT: Syria’s army sent massive reinforcements to territory
under its control in Deir Ezzor yesterday ahead of a final push for
the Islamic State group-held half of the eastern city. The metropo-
lis is the capital of the oil-rich eastern province of Deir Ezzor,
regarded as a strategic prize by both Russian-backed Syrian
troops and US-backed fighters. Regime forces have scored major
advances in recent days, breaking a pair of IS sieges on the city
and capturing territory around it.

They were now looking to make a push into the eastern IS-held
part of the city, according to the Britain-based Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights monitor. “Huge military reinforcements, including
equipment, vehicles and fighters have arrived in Deir Ezzor ahead
of an attack to push Daesh from the city’s eastern neighborhoods,”
said Observatory chief Rami Abdel Rahman, using an Arabic
acronym for IS. “Russian and Syrian regime warplanes are striking IS
positions in the city and its outskirts,” he added. 

Since 2014, IS has controlled most of Deir Ezzor city and the
surrounding province, which borders territory the jihadists hold in
Iraq. The remaining 40 percent of the city still held by the govern-
ment-and home to around 100,000 civilians-was under crippling
IS siege. Backed by Russian air power, government troops have
breached IS’s sieges, captured the strategic Jabal Thardah region
and expanded their control to half of Deir Ezzor city, according to
the Observatory.

US-backed force advances 
Moscow intervened in Syria in September 2015 in support of

its ally President Bashar al-Assad. Russia’s defense ministry said
yesterday a demining unit comprising more than 40 experts and
special equipment had been sent to Syria, adding that they will
be sent to Deir Ezzor “in the nearest future”. On Sunday, Russian air
strikes killed 34 civilians fleeing the violence in Deir Ezzor aboard
ferries along the Euphrates River, the Observatory said. The long
river cuts diagonally across Deir Ezzor province, slicing it in half.

Fighters from the US-backed Syrian Democratic Forces on
Saturday announced a separate offensive to capture IS territory
east of the river. By yesterday, the SDF’s Deir Ezzor Military Council
(DEMC) had seized much of the province’s northeast and were
just a few kilometers away from the river. Abdel Rahman said they
had advanced to six kilometers from its eastern banks, at a point
across the river from Deir Ezzor city. The SDF, an alliance of Arab
and Kurdish fighters, is also battling IS in the jihadists’ de facto

capital Raqqa with backing from the US-led air coalition.
Although the SDF had yet to reach Deir Ezzor city itself, tribal fig-
ures affiliated with the alliance said they were laying the ground-
work for governing the city after IS’s defeat. The statement, pub-
lished by the SDF’s media council, announced the establishment
of “a preparatory committee that will discuss the basis and start-
ing points for a civil council for Deir Ezzor”.

After liberation
According to the statement, consultations would aim to reach

a “formulation that will express the aspirations of all our people in
Deir Ezzor”. The Deir Ezzor Civil Council “will be responsible for

running the city immediately after its liberation”. It made no men-
tion of regime forces and did not say whether the civil council
would coordinate with, or rival, government authorities. The SDF
has said its assault in Deir Ezzor province is not in coordination
with Russian or regime forces.

But the coalition, the SDF, Syria’s government and Russia have
agreed on a “de-confliction line” in northeastern Syria to prevent
the two offensives from clashing. Syria’s conflict erupted in 2011
with protests calling for Assad’s ouster, but it has since morphed
into a complex war drawing in world powers. More than 330,000
people have been killed and millions have been forced to flee
their homes. — AFP 

Syria army readies push into 

IS-held parts of Deir Ezzor
Russian, Syrian regime warplanes strike IS positions 

DEIR EZZOR: Syrian pro-government forces flash the sign for victory in the back of vehicle on the outskirts of the
eastern city of Deir Ezzor, as they continue to press forward with Russian air cover in the offensive against Islamic
State group jihadists across the province. — AFP

ISTANBUL: The controversial trial of staff
from Turkey’s main opposition newspaper
resumed yesterday in a case seen as a test
for press freedom under President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan. The case, which opened in
Istanbul in July, involves 17 current and
former writers, cartoonists and executives
from Cumhuriyet (“Republic”) who are
being tried on “terror” charges in a move
denounced by supporters as absurd. For
government critics, the case is emblematic
of the erosion of freedom following last
year’s failed coup when Ankara launched a
massive crackdown targeting those with
alleged links to the putschists as well as
opponents.

The secular daily is one of the few voic-
es in the Turk ish media to oppose
Erdogan, with its embarrassing scoops
causing anger in the halls of power. On
July 28, an Istanbul court freed seven of
the newspaper ’s staff after 271 days,
including respected cartoonist Musa Kart
and Turhan Gunay, editor of the books
supplement. But some of the paper ’s
most prominent staff remain in custody,
among them commentator Kadri Gursel,
investigative journalist Ahmet Sik, editor-
in-chief Murat Sabuncu and chief execu-
tive Akin Atalay.

Eight other suspects have also been
charged but are not being held in prison.
Sik has been held behind bars for 255 days
while the other three have been jailed for
316 days. If convicted, they face varying
terms of up to 43 years in jail. Sik is the
author of an explosive 2011 book called
“The Imam’s Army” which exposed how
followers of influential Muslim preacher

Fethullah Gulen infiltrated the Turkish
bureaucracy and built ties with the ruling
party which have since collapsed.

Once a close ally of Erdogan who is
now in self-imposed exile in the United
States, Gulen is wanted on charges of
ordering the failed coup, with Ankara
arresting more than 50,000 people on sus-
picion of links to his movement. He denies
the charges. The second session of hear-
ings is taking place adjacent to the high-
security Silivri prison on the outskirts of
Istanbul where the men are being held. 

An asymmetric war   
Those on trial are charged with using

their position to support the Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK), the ultra-left
Revolutionary People’s Liberation Party-
Front (DHKP-C), and the Gulen movement.
Ankara has branded all three terror organi-
zations. Also on trial but in absentia is the
paper’s former editor-in-chief Can Dundar,
who was last year sentenced to five years
and 10 months in jail over a front-page sto-
ry accusing the government of sending
weapons to Syria.Dundar has now fled
Turkey for Germany.

In the indictment, the newspaper was
accused of an “intense perception opera-
tion” targeting both Turkey and Erdogan
using the tactics of an “asymmetric war”.
The paper’s supporters claim the charges
amount to “punishment”, insisting
Cumhuriyet has always been strongly
opposed to the three groups. The daily’s
front page yesterday was headlined “We
want justice” with images of those still
imprisoned. — AFP

ISTANBUL: A protester holds Cumhuriyet daily newspaper during a demonstra-
tion before the controversial trial of staff from Turkey’s main opposition daily in
the Silivri district in Istanbul. — AFP

Trial of Turkey opposition 

newspaper staff resumes

HERZLIYA, Israel: The Israeli intelligence minis-
ter said yesterday that President Bashar al-Assad
was ready to permit Iran to set up military bases
in Syria that would pose a long-term threat to
neighboring Israel. While formally neutral on the
six-year-old Syrian civil war, Israel worries that
Assad’s recent gains have given his Iranian and
Lebanese Hezbollah allies a foothold on its
northern front.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
has lobbied Russia, Assad’s most powerful
backer, and the United States to curb the Iranian
presence in Syria-as well as hinting that Israel
could launch preemptive strikes against its arch-
foe there. In July, Moscow ratified a deal under
which Damascus allowed the Russian air base in
Syria’s Latakia Province to remain for almost half
a century. Israeli Intelligence Minister Israel Katz
said Iran could soon gain similar rights.

“In these very days, Assad and Iran are near-
ing the signing of a long-term agreement that
would anchor Iran’s military presence in Syria,
resembling the agreement that was signed
between Assad and the Russians,” Katz told a
security conference hosted by IDC Herzliya, a
university near Tel Aviv.  “The significance in
terms of the danger and the threat against Israel
- and not just against Israel, but also many coun-
tries in the region - is of the utmost clarity.” Katz

did not elaborate on the source of his informa-
tion or give any further details about the pur-
ported negotiations. 

The Iranian Foreign Ministry declined to com-
ment and Syrian officials could not be reached.
Katz said the plan was for an Iranian naval port,
bases for Iran’s air and ground forces, and “tens

of thousands of Shiite militiamen being brought
in from various countries” to fight alongside
their Iranian and Hezbollah co-religionists in
Syria. Iran’s presence in Syria, and efforts to bol-
ster Hezbollah in Lebanon, are expected to fea-
ture in Netanyahu’s address to the United
Nations General Assembly on Sept 19.— Reuters

After Russia, Iran seeks deal 

for long-term Syria garrison 

AKRE, Iraq: Iraqi Kurds wave Kurdish flags and hold burning torches as they walk up
a mountain during a gathering to show support for the upcoming independence ref-
erendum and encourage people to vote in the town of Akra, some 500 kilometers
north of Baghdad. — AFP

MOGADISHU: Somali government forces have
regained control of a town on the border with
Kenya after al Shabaab militants stormed an army
base there yesterday, causing heavy clashes in
which at least 17 people died, the military said.
Islamist insurgents attacked the base at Balad
Hawo early in the morning with a car suicide
bombing before entering the compound, both
sides said. “We were awoken by a suicide car bomb
this morning and then fierce battle followed,” Major
Mohamed Abdullahi told Reuters from the town. 

“We chased al Shabaab out of the town,” he
said. Al Shabaab spokesman Abdiasis Abu
Musab said the group’s fighters left the town
after releasing 35 prisoners from the local jail. At

least 30 soldiers were killed, he said. According
to the military official, at least 10 soldiers and
seven al Shabaab militants were killed, though
the death toll on both sides could still rise.
Formed in 2006, al Shabaab wants to topple the
Western-backed government and impose its
strict interpretation of Islam. 

Somalia has been at war since 1991 when
clan-based warlords overthrew dictator Siad
Barre and then turned on each other. Al Shabaab
carry out frequent attacks on security and gov-
ernment targets, but also on civilians. They also
target African Union peacekeeping troops.
Residents confirmed fighting had ended and
that the militants had left the town. — Reuters

Somali army repels al Shabaab 

after attack, at least 17 killed
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NEW YORK: Holding photos and reading
names of loved ones lost 16 years ago,
9/11 victims’ relatives marked the
anniversary of the attacks at ground zero
yesterday with a solemn and personal
ceremony. About a thousand 9/11 family
members, survivors, rescuers and offi-
cials were gathered as the ceremony at
the World Trade Center began with a
moment of silence and tolling bells. Then
relatives began reading out the names of
the nearly 3,000 people killed in the
deadliest terror attack on American soil.

“I know you’re looking down at me
with a big, big smile on your face,”
Connor Murphy said through tears. He
lost his father, Kevin James Murphy.
Sixteen years later, the quiet rhythms of
commemoration have become customs:
a recitation of all the names of the dead,
moments of silence and tolling bells, and
two powerful light beams that shine
through the night. Yet each ceremony
also takes on personal touches. 

Over the years, some name-readers
have added messages ranging from the
universal (“the things we think separate us
really don’t - we’re all part of this one
Earth”) to the personal (“I love you and
miss you. Go Packers!”). The victims died
when hijacked planes slammed into the
trade center, the Pentagon and a field near

Shanksville, Pennsylvania, on Sept. 11,
2001, hurling America into a new con-
sciousness of the threat of global terrorism.

President Donald Trump, a native
New Yorker observing the anniversary
for the first time as the nation’s leader,
observed a moment of silence at the
White House with first lady Melania
Trump. The Trumps also planned to par-
ticipate in a 9/11 observance at the
Pentagon. Defense Secretary Jim Mattis
and Gen. Joseph Dunford, chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, are hosting a pri-
vate observance for victims’ relatives
there at 9:11 am yesterday. After the
names are read at that ceremony, there’s
a public observance, with a wreath-lay-
ing and remarks.

Vice President Mike Pence and US
Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke are
scheduled to deliver remarks at the
Flight 93 National Memorial near
Shanksville. It’s on the rural field where
one of the airliners crashed after passen-
gers and crew fought to wrest control
away from the terrorists who’d hijacked it
and were heading for Washington.
Construction continues at the
Shanksville memorial, where ground was
broken Sunday for a 93-foot tall Tower of
Voices to honor the 33 passengers and
seven crew members who died.

The ceremony amid the waterfall
pools and lines of trees on the National
Sept. 11 Memorial plaza strives to be
apolitical: Politicians can attend, but
since 2011, they haven’t been allowed to
read names or deliver remarks. Yet last
year ’s 15th-anniversary ceremony

became entangled in the narrative of a
fractious presidential campaign when
Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton left
abruptly, stumbled into a van and ulti-
mately revealed she’d been diagnosed
days earlier with pneumonia.

The episode fed into questions that

then-Republican-nominee Trump had
repeatedly raised about Clinton’s stami-
na and transparency. She took three days
off to recover, and Trump used footage
of her stagger in a campaign ad. Trump
has often invoked his memories of 9/11
to highlight his hometown’s resilience
and responders’ bravery. Some of his rec-
ollections have raised eyebrows, particu-
larly remarks while talking about
Muslims that “thousands of people were
cheering” in Jersey City, New Jersey, as
the towers fell. There is no evidence in
news archives of mass celebrations by
Muslims there.

Meanwhile, rebuilding and reimagin-
ing continues at ground zero. The third
of four planned office towers is set to
open next year; so is a Greek Orthodox
church, next to the trade center site,
that was crushed by the South Tower’s
collapse. Work toward a $250 million
performing arts center continues after a
design was unveiled last fal l .  Most
recently, plans were announced this
spring to transform a grassy clearing on
the memorial plaza into a walkway and
area dedicated to 9/11 rescue and
recovery workers, including those who
died of i l lnesses years after being
exposed to smoke, dust and ash at
ground zero.—AP

US commemorates 9/11 at ground zero

LONDON: MPs hold their first vote yesterday
on a bill to end Britain’s membership of the
EU, which ministers say will avoid a “chaotic”
Brexit but has been condemned as an
unprecedented power grab.

The legislation would repeal on Brexit
day the 1972 law through which Britain
joined the bloc, transferring in bulk around
12,000 existing EU regulations onto the
British statute books. It is the next step in
implementing last year’s historic referendum
vote to leave the EU, after Prime Minister
Theresa May formally notified Brussels of
Britain’s withdrawal in March.

“Businesses and individuals need reassur-
ance that there will  be no unexpected
changes to our laws after exit day and that is
exactly what the Repeal Bill provides,” Brexit
Secretary David Davis said. He added: “A vote
against this bill is a vote for a chaotic exit
from the European Union.” May’s spokesman
told reporters on Monday: “We encourage all
MPs to support it”. The main opposition
Labor party has vowed to try to defeat the
bill, however, arguing that its provisions to
smooth the transfer of EU laws represent an
unacceptable expansion of executive power.

Many EU regulations may need adjusting
as they are transferred, and the bill proposes
the broad use of existing “Henry VIII powers”
that allow ministers to amend legislation
without full parliamentary scrutiny. Labor
Brexit spokesman Keir Starmer said it was
“fatally flawed” and an “affront to parlia-
ment”. Some Labor MPs, particularly those in
areas that voted strongly in favor of leaving
the EU in last year’s referendum, have how-
ever said they will defy their party leadership
and vote in favor of the bill.

May’s minority Conservative government
is expected to win Monday’s vote, which
could come as late as midnight, thanks to its
alliance with the Northern Ireland’s
Democratic Unionist Party (DUP). But
Conservative MPs have warned they could
seek to amend the bill as it comes under fur-
ther scrutiny in the coming weeks, amid con-
cerns about its constitutional implications.

Ministers who decide   
Britain remains divided over Brexit, and

on Saturday thousands of people marched
through London call ing for the whole
process to be abandoned. Most MPs have
accepted it will happen, with Europhile for-
mer Conservative finance minister Ken
Clarke saying it was “hopeless” to think
Britain would stay in the EU. But the shape
of Brexit remains unclear, and May has
been under pressure from all sides after
losing her parliamentary majority in the
June snap election.

The government plans to leave Europe’s
single market and customs union after
Brexit but is seeking a transitional deal that
would replicate existing arrangements until
it agrees a new trade deal with the EU.
Labor wants to remain in the single market
during the interim period following Brexit
day, currently set for March 29, 2019, while
a euroskeptic group of Conservatives is
pressing May to make a clean break. Such
issues will need to be agreed with the EU,
and the Repeal Bill does not propose any
changes in policy.

But it does give ministers the power to
implement the final Brexit deal without full
parliamentary debate. “It would be ministers
who decided our new trade arrangements,
customs arrangements and immigration
rules, any deal on citizens’ rights and much
else,” Starmer wrote in the Sunday Times
newspaper. Labor and trade unions also fear
ministers may seek to change EU regulations
on the environment and workers’ rights as
they transfer them into UK law.

“We are seriously concerned that the
power-grab embodied in the bill will end
up with worker ’s rights being watered
down,” Frances O’Grady, head of the Trades
Union Congress umbrella body, told AFP.
Davis denies this, saying the bill is a “prag-
matic and sensible” way to deal with the
huge amount of EU legislation that must be
incorporated into British law. “Without it,
we would be approaching a cliff-edge of
uncertainty which is not in the interest of
anyone,” he said.—AFP 

WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump and First Lady Melania Trump stand for
a moment of silence to mark the anniversary of the Sept 11 terrorist attacks, on
the South Lawn of the White House in Washington.—AP

British MPs to vote on bill 
to avoid ‘chaotic’ Brexit
Conservative MPs warn to seek amendment of bill

JUCHIT¡N DE ZARAGOZA, Mexico:
Sobbing Mexican families followed coffins
through the streets and picked nervously
at the ruins of their homes Sunday as help
trickled in after a huge earthquake killed 90
people. “I don’t know if I am crying from
sadness, from shock, or from fear of what
might happen next, and how we will live,”
said Refugio Portales, in the hard-hit town
of Juchitan. 

She followed the white coffin of a friend
on the back of a truck to the shrill sound of
pipes. Mexican seismological authorities
measured Thursday night’s quake at mag-
nitude 8.2, under the Pacific off the coast of
Chiapas state. That was bigger even than
the 8.1 quake that killed 10,000 people in
Mexico City in 1985.

Fearing aftershocks    
People in Juchitan were afraid to return

to their homes, fearing the effects of hun-
dreds of aftershocks-but camped within
sight of them to prevent looting. Juana
Luis, 40, spent the night with her family
under a tree in the garden next to their
house, which was reduced to a pile of con-
crete rubble, twisted metal and electrical
cables. “It is very sad to live like this, on
hammocks hung in the garden, under the
rain, with our belongings buried in the
house,” she told AFP.

Luis secured some emergency food
handouts, but food prices have soared in
the disaster zone. “We used to get a chick-

en for 70 pesos and now it costs 300. That
makes me really anxious, because however
much I want to buy something for my chil-
dren when they ask me, I can’t afford to,”
she said in tears.

No one has come  
As soldiers and mechanical diggers

worked to clear the ruins of the town hall,
some picked cautiously through the rubble
to salvage household items. “We are afraid to
go inside our houses to remove the rubble,
but we have no other choice because no one
is coming to help us,” said Carlos Villalobos
Martinez, a retired man of 58. He said he
escaped “by a miracle” with his wife and
three children when their house collapsed.

On the square near the town’s Martes
Santo church, a group of women camped
in the rain, cooked eggs on a fire and pre-
pared corn tortillas. “We still have no water
or electricity. We are sleeping with the chil-
dren out here in the open,” said one of
them, Maria de los Angeles Orozco. “No one
has come to help us.” Ivan Rodriguez, 40,
echoed that sentiment, telling AFP “we’ve
received very little help.” “We’ve lost every-
thing, truly: work-we can’t work-we don’t
know what to do,” the craftsman said.

Authorities counted all the fatalities in
the states of Chiapas, Oaxaca and Tabasco.
On Sunday night, the federal government
said it confirmed a report that 25 more
people had been found dead in Oaxaca,
bringing the overall toll to 90. — AFP

OSLO: Norwegians voted yesterday in an election
nail-biter in “the world’s happiest country” with
the outgoing rightwing coalition facing a strong
challenge from the centre-left opposition. Opinion
polls in the oil-rich Nordic state have predicted an
extraordinarily close race between Conservative
Prime Minister Erna Solberg’s team and the oppo-
sition led by Labour’s Jonas Gahr Store. Several
small parties could end up as kingmakers.

“I’m ready for four more years,” the popular and
experienced 56-year-old Solberg said as she voted
yesterday in a school in her hometown of Bergen
on the west coast. “Let’s see if the Norwegian peo-
ple are ready for four more years with me.”
Everything is “set for the biggest election thriller in
many decades,” a political commentator for TV2
television said after a final opinion poll published
Saturday credited the right with the narrowest
possible majority, albeit within the margin of error.

In power since 2013, the coalition government,
comprising Solberg’s Conservatives and the mildly
populist anti-immigration Progress Party, has cam-
paigned on a vow of continuity. The government
has successfully steered the wealthy country of 5.3
million Western Europe’s biggest oil producer-
through two crises: the oil industry’s slump after
the drop in crude prices since 2014, and the
migrant crisis in 2015.

Over the past four years, the right has focused
on kickstarting the economy and preparing the
country for the post-oil era by reducing taxes. The
opposition and many economists have however
criticized the government for dipping too gener-
ously into the country’s massive sovereign wealth
fund, worth almost $1 trillion. Meanwhile, Store, a
millionaire, has vowed to raise taxes for the rich-
est, in a bid to bolster Norwegians’ cherished wel-
fare state and reduce inequalities in society.

“We need a change now because we are grow-
ing apart from each other,” the 57-year-old Labor
leader said after casting his ballot on Sunday, an
option offered in many municipalities.  Elin
Festoy, a 49-year-old media producer, said she
was voting for the right because employment
was the key issue in her eyes. “I think we need to
get young people into jobs, and the best way to
integrate refugees and immigrants is by job cre-
ation,” she said.

Meanwhile, 28-year-old recruiter Kaja van der
Schoor said she was voting for change. “I would
say, when it comes to refugees, that I think we
need some things to change,” she said. “I think it’s
been fronted as a way to split society and sort of
scare Norway, that it’s a bad thing. But it’s some-
thing we have to do. We have to help.”

Small parties key 
Norway is blessed with high living standards,

education and a comprehensive welfare state-
qualities that helped it to be named the happiest
country in the world in a respected UN study in
March. The Conservatives and Labor agree on
many issues: continuing oil activities in the Arctic,
a restricted immigration policy, and close ties with
the EU, of which Norway is not a member.

Yet Labor has criticized Solberg for her difficul-
ty in taming her occasionally provocative junior
coalition partner, the Progress Party, especially
Immigration and Integration Minister Sylvi
Listhaug. Labor and the Conservatives are expect-
ed to post lower election scores compared to four
years ago. As a result, both will be dependent on
the support of smaller parties who have played an
unusually large role in the campaign-and tricky
negotiations to form a government seem
inevitable. —AFP

GENEVA: The UN rights chief raised con-
cern yesterday about Washington’s deci-
sion to end an amnesty for hundreds of
thousands of people brought illegally to
the country as children, saying they
should be granted “durable legal status”.
US President Donald Trump last week
abrogated an order issued by his prede-
cessor Barack Obama that protected
around 800,000 young people by granti-
ng them temporary legal status as part of
the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrival
program (DACA).

The move gives the so-called
“Dreamers”, many of them Hispanic who
are now in their twenties, somewhere
between six and 24 months before they
become illegal and subject to potential
deportation. “I am concerned by the gov-
ernment’s decision to end the Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals program,”
UN rights chef Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein said
at the opening of the 36th session of the
Human Rights Council in Geneva.

He pointed to evidence of the pro-
gram’s “positive impact on the lives of
hundreds of thousands of young
migrants, and on the US economy and
society,” and said he hoped Congress
would now act to provide former DACA
beneficiaries with “durable legal status”.

Frightened migrants
Trump’s move fulfilled a campaign

promise of zero tolerance toward illegal
immigrants. But the president insisted he

was showing compassion for the
Dreamers, many of whom know only the
United States and speak only English, by
giving Congress six months to craft a last-
ing legal solution. Zeid also voiced alarm
at an “increase in detentions and depor-
tations of well-established and law-abid-
ing immigrants” in the United States. He
said the number of detentions of
migrants with no criminal convictions
was 155 percent higher during the first
five months of this year than during the
same period of 2016.

“Some migrants,  including long-
standing residents, are now so fright-
ened of expedited deportation they
refrain from accessing police protection
and courtrooms,” Zeid said. He said
reports of rape filed by Latina women in
the city of Houston fell by 43 percent in
the first three months of 2017. Zeid also
reiterated his concerns over the anti-
semitism and racism on display last
month in Charlottesville, Virginia, and
also “increasingly manifested online and
in public debates”.

“Free speech is an invaluable and
essential right, under both international
standards and US law, and it should not
be weaponised by calls for violence and
hatred,” he said. Last month, the UN rights
chief said Trump was largely to blame for
the deteriorating discourse in the coun-
try, warning among other things that his
relentless attacks on the media could
trigger violence against journalists.—AFP 

LONDON: Pro-EU demonstrators rally during the People’s March for Europe against Brexit in
Parliament Square in central London.—AFP

Norway votes in ‘election thriller’

OSLO: Rasmus Hansson, leader of Norway’s Green Party (Miljopartiet de Gronne), casts his ballot
at a polling station in Bekkestua, Oslo, during general elections.—AFP

US should give Dreamers 
durable legal status: UN

MEXICO: View of a collapsed hotel in Juchitan de Zaragoza, state of Oaxaca following
the 8.2 magnitude earthquake that hit Mexico’s Pacific Coast.—AFP

Mourners sob, sift wreckage 
of huge Mexico earthquake
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India complains over offensive
Australian lamb commercial

SYDNEY: India has lodged an official complaint over an
Australian advertisement that features the Hindu god
Ganesha and other religious icons endorsing lamb. In the
TV commercial from industry group Meat and Livestock
Australia, a number of religious figures-including Lord
Ganesha, Jesus, Buddha and Scientology founder L. Ron
Hubbard-are seen sitting down together to a lamb-based
meal and raising a glass to the meat. The image of ele-
phant-headed Lord Ganesha, who is widely considered to
be vegetarian, was met with anger in Australia’s Indian
community. The Indian high commission (embassy) in
Canberra said it had taken the issue up with the Australian
government. 

Indian soldiers kill 
two Kashmiri rebels

SRINAGAR: Indian government forces killed two sus-
pected rebels and captured one in Kashmir yesterday
during a brief gun battle, sparking protests by local
civilians, police said. Soldiers and special counterinsur-
gency police forces surrounded a neighborhood in
Khudwani, a village in the south of Kashmir, after a tip-
off about the presence of militants. “Two militants
(were) killed in an encounter with police, army and
CRPF (Central Reserve Police Force). One was arrested,”
a police statement said. 

India Nobel winner launches 
march for abused children   

NEW DELHI: Indian Nobel peace laureate Kailash
Satyarthi yesterday started a cross-country march
aimed at forcing authorities to clamp down on the
widespread sexual abuse and trafficking of vulnerable
children. Satyarthi and scores of supporters embarked
on the “India March” at Kanyakumari on the country’s
southernmost tip. He hopes to get one million people
involved in various stages of the march to New Delhi.
The march will finish in New Delhi on October 16 after
he and his supporters travel across all 29 states and
seven union territories, covering 11,000 kilometers.

Christchurch’s quake-hit 
cathedral to be rebuilt

WELLINGTON: Heritage groups in New Zealand yes-
terday welcomed a decision to rebuild Christchurch’s
Anglican cathedral, six years after it was extensively
damaged in a deadly earthquake. Much of the late
19th Century neo-Gothic structure collapsed in the
6.3-magnitude quake that leveled the South Island
city’s downtown area in February 2011, killing 185
people. A temporary cathedral made of cardboard was
built in 2013 with the derelict one’s future hotly debat-
ed ever since. The Anglican Church wanted to tear it
down and start anew, saying the restoration cost of
more than NZ$100 million was prohibitive.

News
i n  b r i e f

TOKYO: Japan’s prime minister yester-
day called for a boost to the country’s
defenses in the face of North Korean
threats, warning that Tokyo needs to be
able to protect itself.  The call is a com-
mon refrain from nationalist leader
Shinzo Abe, who has long advocated a
stiffening of Japan’s military posture,
despite its officially pacifist constitution.
In a speech to senior officers of the Self-
Defense Forces-Japan’s name for the mil-
itary-Abe said: “No one else will protect
you if you don’t have the mindset of pro-
tecting yourself.”

“We have to take all appropriate

measures against (incidents such as)
North Korea’s missile launch over Japan,”
added the premier, who said he had
asked his defense minister to draw up a
blueprint for Japan’s medium-term
defense strategy. Abe, who moved
quickly after the election of Donald
Trump to keep the mercurial US presi-
dent close, said that “strengthening the
Japan-US alliance is vital” to ensure
regional stability.

“We have to deter North Korea’s
repeated provocative acts,” he said, not-
ing recent joint drills with the United
States in the Sea of Japan and defense

cooperation with like-minded countries
including Australia. 

Abe’s comments come as the US
pushes for the United Nations Security
Council to vote on harsher sanctions on
North Korea. Diplomats said that a new
draft resolution circulated recently is
slightly less tough than the original but
includes a “progressive” oil embargo on
Pyongyang.  

Speaking at the same meeting,
Defense Minister Itsunori Onodera said he
hoped to quickly introduce Aegis Ashore,
a land-based version of the maritime
Aegis missile-defense system.—AFP 

Japan PM urges stronger defense amid N Korea worries

NEW ZEALAND: This file photo shows an earthquake
damaged church in Christchurch.—AFP

Spanish Red Cross physiotherapist
killed in northern Afghanistan city

MAZAR-I-SHARIF, Afghanistan: A Spanish physiothera-
pist working for the Red Cross in the northern Afghan city
of Mazar-i-Sharif was shot dead yesterday, apparently by a
hospital patient, officials said. Police said that two arrests
had been made and an investigation was under way. The
International Committee of the Red Cross confirmed that
the staff member had been killed in its orthopaedic centre
in Mazar-i-Sharif. Sheer Jan Durani, a spokesman for the
police chief in Balkh province, said two patients were
admitted to hospital and one took out a pistol apparently
concealed in a wheel chair and shot the woman. Both men
were arrested, he said.

TOKYO: Japan Self-Defense Force honor guards make a line prior to a welcom-
ing ceremony for Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe at the Defense Ministry in
Tokyo.—AFP

COX’S BAZAR: The situation in Myanmar is a “textbook
example of ethnic cleansing”, the United Nations said yes-
terday, as the number of Rohingya Muslims fleeing
Myanmar for Bangladesh topped 300,000. The UN warning
came as it emerged the Dalai Lama had written to Aung
San Suu Kyi urging Myanmar’s de facto civilian leader to
find a peaceful solution to the crisis in the mainly Buddhist
country. The Rohingya, a stateless Muslim minority, have
faced decades of persecution in Myanmar where they are
regarded as illegal immigrants.

But since the latest upsurge in violence on August 25,
hundreds of thousands have flooded across the border
into Bangladesh bringing stories of entire villages burned
to the ground by Buddhist mobs and Myanmar troops.
Yesterday the UN human rights chief Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein
accused Myanmar of waging a “systematic attack” on the
Rohingya and warned that “ethnic cleansing” seemed to be
under way. 

“Because Myanmar has refused access to human rights
investigators the current situation cannot yet be fully
assessed, but the situation seems a textbook example of
ethnic cleansing,” he told the UN Human Rights Council.
Suu Kyi, a Nobel peace laureate, has come in for strong
international criticism over the military crackdown on the
Rohingya, which began when militants ambushed security
forces on August 25.

The UN special rapporteur on human rights in Myanmar
has said the latest violence may have left more than 1,000
dead, most of them Rohingya. A further 27,000 ethnic
Rakhine Buddhists as well as Hindus have also fled violence
that has gripped northern Rakhine, where international aid
programs in Rakhine have been severely curtailed. 

Appalled   
Yesterday it emerged that the Dalai Lama had joined fel-

low Nobel peace laureates Malala Yousafzai and
Archbishop Desmond Tutu in urging Suu Kyi to intervene.
“Questions that are put to me suggest that many people
have difficulty reconciling what appears to be happening
to Muslims there with Myanmar’s reputation as a Buddhist
country,” the Tibetan spiritual leader wrote in a letter to Suu
Kyi shortly after the latest fighting broke out.

“I appeal to you and your fellow leaders to reach out to
all sections of society to try to restore friendly relations
throughout the population in a spirit of peace and recon-
ciliation.” The UN refugee agency says at least 313,000

Rohingya have now arrived in Bangladesh from Myanmar’s
Rakhine state since August 25, around a third of the total
population of 1.1 million. The true figure could be even
higher-the UN said many new arrivals are still on the move
and are therefore left out of the calculations.

Dhaka initially stepped up border controls after the vio-
lence, stranding thousands of refugees at the Bangladeshi
frontier, but in the last week has been allowing them to
enter. Refugee camps and makeshift settlements near the
border with Myanmar, which already hosted hundreds of
thousands of Rohingya before the latest upsurge in vio-
lence, are now completely overwhelmed. That has left tens
of thousands of new arrivals with nowhere to shelter from
the monsoon rains.  Most have walked for days and the

United Nations says many are sick, exhausted and in des-
perate need of shelter, food and water. The UN’s Zeid said
he was “appalled” by reports that Myanmar security forces
were laying mines near the border to stop the Rohingya
returning. Three Rohingya are reported to have been killed
by a mine, and at least two more have lost limbs. One of
the victims was a young boy.

On Sunday the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA)
militant group whose attacks sparked the latest crack-
down, declared a unilateral ceasefire to allow aid to reach
the increasingly desperate refugees. There was no immedi-
ate response from Myanmar’s military, but on Saturday
authorities said they would set up three relief camps in
Rohingya-majority areas.—AFP 

Maldives suspends 56 lawyers 
who cited violations by courts

COLOMBO: The Maldives’ judicial authorities have sus-
pended 56 lawyers after they accused the country’s courts
and other institutions of not upholding the rule of law, a
lawyer said yesterday. The indefinite suspensions were
announced Sunday night, hours after the lawyers submit-
ted a petition to the attorney general complaining that
courts were conducting cases in haste behind closed
doors, according to Husnu Suood, who heads the private
Maldives Lawyers’ Association. The petition cited court vio-
lations especially in cases against opposition politicians.
The same lawyers had earlier tried to bring these issues to
the Supreme Court, but their document was rejected,
Suood said.

United Nations warns of ‘ethnic 
cleansing’ of Myanmar’s Muslims

Dalai Lama urges Suu Kyi to find peaceful solution to crisis 

NEW DELHI: Indian activists hold placards during a protest against the government of Myanmar over the treat-
ment of Rohingya Muslims in New Delhi.—AFP

SYDNEY: As Australia prepares for a con-
tentious postal vote on legalizing gay mar-
riage, fierce divisions have emerged within
the church, with many Christians disregarding
traditional religious views as outdated.
Although attitudes to same-sex marriage vary
across denominations and congregations-and
even between the pulpit and the pews-many
Australians view the church as the greatest
source of resistance to such unions.

“I think it is really bad news for the
church that it is seen as taking this exclu-
sive, judgmental, unloving stance toward a
significant part of the Australian communi-
ty,” Reverend Margaret Mayman, minister of
the Pitt Street Uniting Church in Sydney,
told AFP. “There is obviously a huge gap
between the leadership of some denomina-
tions and the people in the pews,” she said. 

A recent survey commissioned by equal-
ity advocates found two thirds of Catholics
support gay marriage, as do 59 percent of
Anglican, Uniting Church and Church of
England followers. Ballots have been dis-
patched to some 15 million Australians,
with the voluntary poll due kick off Tuesday
and close on November 7, with the result
out later that month. If most Australians say
“yes”, the government will hold a parliamen-
tary vote on the issue, but no action will be
taken in the event of a “no” outcome.

Fear-mongering   
Some of the country ’s most senior

Catholics have openly encouraged follow-
ers to vote against gay marriage. “The
Catholic Church... teaches that marriage is a
natural institution established by God to be

a permanent union between one man and
one woman, intended towards the forma-
tion of a family in which children are born
and nurtured,” Melbourne Archbishop Denis
Hart said in an open letter last month. 

Sydney Archbishop Anthony Fisher
warned that a move to legalize same-sex
marriage would threaten the religious
freedoms of teachers and doctors in
Catholic institutions who would be forced
to fall in line with views they did not hold.
Other prominent figures have acknowl-
edged a divide between the church and
the public. “There is almost total unanimity
amongst the young in favor of same-sex
marriage, and arguments against it have
almost no impact on them,” Father Chris
Middleton, rector of one of Australia’s most
prestigious Catholic schools,  Xavier
College, wrote recently to teachers, par-
ents and students.

Outspoken Anglican minister Reverend
Keith Mascord said arguments that gay
marriage violated long-held doctrine or
threatened religious freedoms were irrele-
vant. “The church has got a terrible, shame-
ful legacy, which it’s adding to by fear-mon-
gering and campaigning,” he said. On the
opposing side, the Coalition of Marriage,
backed by the Australian Christian Lobby,
has become the face of the “no” drive.

Controversial advertisements from the
group featuring mothers complaining
about schools encouraging boys to wear
dresses or about children being asked to
role play same-sex unions have been
branded offensive and scaremongering by
gay rights advocates. —AFP

BEIJING: A Taiwanese democracy activist
pleaded guilty yesterday to charges of
attempting to subvert Chinese govern-
ment power during a trial in China that
his wife called a “political show” and fur-
ther soured cross-strait ties. Lee Ming-
cheh appeared alongside a Chinese co-
defendant named Peng Yuhua at Yueyang
intermediate people’s court in central
Hunan province, according to video
footage posted on the court’s official
social media account.

A shaven-headed Lee appeared nerv-
ous as he confessed to charges of “sub-
verting state power”, stating that he had
written and distributed online articles
that criticized China’s ruling Communist
Party and promoted democracy among
other topics. “I know that my behavior
definitely violated Chinese law,” said Lee,
an NGO worker who was arrested during
a trip to the Chinese mainland in March.
“The television news I watched in prison
has made me understand China’s devel-
opment a little better. I know that my past
thinking and the information I received
was mistaken,” he said.

“This mistaken thinking led me to vio-
late the law. I express my guilt and
regrets.” The articles were written at the
direction of Peng, who he had become
acquainted with online and had met sev-
eral times on the Chinese mainland, Lee
said under questioning from a prosecutor.
Taiwan’s presidential spokesman Alex
Huang said Taipei was “highly concerned”
about Lee, including “his health and the
rights he’s entitled to.”

“The government’s consistent stance is
to ensure his personal safety and to make
every effort we can to bring him home
safely, under the premise of safeguarding
our nation’s dignity,” Huang said. The trial
concluded Monday afternoon, but it is
unclear when a verdict will be
announced. 

Big political show   
His wife and mother travelled to

Hunan for the trial and his supporters
gathered outside the courthouse in
Yueyang city. Both women were accom-
panied by officials from Taiwan’s semi-offi-
cial Straits Exchange Foundation, which
handles relations with the mainland. After
the trial, his wife, Lee Ching-yu, showed
reporters permanent tattoos on both her
forearms that read, “I am proud of you,
Lee Ming-cheh.”

“I knew I wouldn’t be able to bring any-
thing into the courtroom with me, except
for the expression in my eyes,” she said,
her voice wavering. In a separate written
statement, she said she was allowed to
see her husband and that after “being
lovers for more than 20 years, I can tell
whether what he speaks is genuine or
not.” “The world and I today witnessed this
big political show, and also witnessed the
difference between Taiwan’s core beliefs
and values and that of China,” she said.

Lee has long supported civil society
organizations and activists in China,
according to Amnesty International. He
had shared “Taiwan’s democratic experi-
ences” with his Chinese friends online for
many years and often mailed books to
them, said the Taiwan Association for
Human Rights. After Lee went missing
Chinese authorities confirmed he was
being investigated for suspected activities
“endangering national security”.

The language the two co-defendants
used to confess their crimes sounded
rehearsed, according to Patrick Poon, a
China researcher at Amnesty International.
The “language they used was so much like
the Chinese government’s”, he said, calling
it a “sham trial.” Frances Eve, researcher for
the charity Chinese Human Rights
Defenders, said the trial’s “phony trans-
parency” was an attempt to deflect atten-
tion from the serious denial of Lee’s due
process rights. —AFP

SYDNEY: This picture shows demonstrators taking part in a same-sex marriage rally
in Sydney.—AFP

Australia gay marriage debate 
highlights church divisions

Taiwanese activist 
pleads guilty to Chinese 

subversion charges

HUNAN: Lee Ching-yu, wife of Taiwanese
activist Lee Ming-Che shows the tattoo
words on her arms, which reads ‘Lee
Ming-Che, I’m proud of you’ to the
reporters at a hotel room after attend-
ing her husband’s trial at the Yueyang
Intermediate People’s Court in south
China’s Hunan province.—AP
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Hurricane Irma has weakened but continued a furious
climb up the Florida coast, toppling cranes, swallowing
streets and leaving millions without power, after a mul-

ti-billion-dollar rampage through the Caribbean. At least 30
people have been killed since last week. The storm was down-
graded to a Category 1 hurricane yesterday, after striking the
Florida Keys island chain as a more powerful Category 4 on
Sunday. But warnings of hazardous storm surges remained in
effect through vast swaths of the Florida peninsula. Maximum
sustained winds had decreased to 75 miles per hour as of 5:00
am local time. While southwest Florida bore the deadly brunt
of Irma, the eastern coastlines of Miami and the barrier island
of Miami Beach were heavily inundated by storm surges.

Toll from Irma
The death toll is at least 30: 14 in the French island of St

Barts and the neighboring Dutch-French territory of St Martin;
six in the British Caribbean islands; at least four in the US Virgin
Islands; at least two in Puerto Rico; and one in Barbuda. Three
other deaths occurred in Florida due to car accidents sparked
by strong winds and torrential rain. More than four million cus-
tomers were without power throughout Florida, according to
the state’s Division of Emergency Management. More than six
million people had been ordered to flee their homes in one of
the biggest evacuations in US history. The combined economic
cost of Hurricanes Harvey and Irma could reach $290 billion,
equivalent to 1.5 percent of the US gross domestic product, US
forecaster AccuWeather said in a report.

Barbuda
Irma first made landfall on the tiny Caribbean island of

Barbuda on Wednesday as a Category 5 hurricane, with winds
of up to 295 kph. The island suffered “absolute devastation,”
with up to 30 percent of properties demolished, Prime Minister
Gaston Browne said. One person is known to have died on the
island of 1,600 residents, apparently a child whose family was
trying to get to safer ground.

St Martin, St Barts, Anguilla 
The holiday islands of St Martin and St Barts, also hit on

Wednesday, suffered the highest toll among Caribbean victims
of Irma. St Martin is divided between France and the
Netherlands. France said 10 people had died on its side of the
island, while the Netherlands said the storm killed four on the
Dutch side, called Sint Maarten, where 70 percent of the infra-
structure has been destroyed. France’s state-owned reinsurer
CCR estimates damage on the two islands at 1.2 billion euros
($1.4 billion). France and the Netherlands are rushing in logisti-
cal support, as well as hundreds of extra police to clamp down
on looting. French aid includes helicopters, engineering equip-
ment, medical supplies and a million litres of water, as the three
water-treatment plants will be knocked out for months. French
President Emmanuel Macron will arrive in St Martin today. 

Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico 
Five people were killed in the British Virgin Islands, accord-

ing to the local government. Just east of Puerto Rico, it is home
to roughly 28,000 people and includes British billionaire
Richard Branson’s Necker Island. At least four people were
killed in the US Virgin Islands, officials said. At least two people
were killed in the US territory of Puerto Rico, and more than
half of its three million residents were without power after
rivers broke their banks in the centre and north of the island. 

Dominican Republic, Haiti  
Some 20,000 people were evacuated and more than 2,000

homes affected by floods in the Dominican Republic, the east-
ern part of the island of Hispaniola, which is also shared with
Haiti. Irma brought flooding and caused injuries in Haiti, but
passed further north than had been forecast, sparing the
impoverished island the worst. 

Cuba
Terrified Cubans who rode out Irma in coastal towns-after it

made landfall Friday on the Camaguey archipelago as a maxi-
mum-strength Category 5 storm-reported “deafening” winds,
uprooted trees and power lines, and rooftops blown off. There
were no immediate reports of casualties in Cuba but it caused
significant damage, and enormous waves lashed the Malecon,
Havana’s emblematic seafront, with seawaters penetrating
deep into the capital. Residents in the old colonial city were
waist-deep in floodwaters after Irma cut power and forced the
evacuation of more than a million people.

Irma: Where next?
Forecasters expect Irma will become a tropical storm lat-

er, but warnings of hazardous storm surges persisted in sev-
eral areas even after the worst of its ferocity had passed. The
massive storm’s center was forecast to move near the north-
western coast of Florida before crossing into the state of
Georgia later into Monday. The National Hurricane Center
cautioned that tornadoes remained possible in northeast
Florida as well as southeast parts of Georgia and South
Carolina into the evening.

A state of emergency has been declared in Georgia, South
Carolina and Virginia, as well as in Florida.  President Donald
Trump said on Sunday he would go to Florida “very soon” to
assess relief efforts. — AFP
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Hurricane Irma: 

What we know

By Joe Dyke

Israel has suspended granting work visas for new foreign
charity workers arriving in the country, humanitarians
say, in a move that could impede aid to Palestinians.

Dozens of aid workers from major international NGOs have
been unable to get work visas or faced delays in recent
months, the humanitarians say.  Israel says the matter is pro-
cedural, but has not found a permanent solution to the
issue in more than a year. 

“This situation could escalate into crippled humanitarian
operations,” a senior aid worker said. Israeli officials strongly
denied that the delay was intentional, with the social affairs
ministry calling any such suggestion a “false accusation”.
Palestinians are heavily dependent on aid, with more than
two-thirds in the beleaguered Gaza Strip reliant upon it,
according to the United Nations.  Much of it is delivered by
international charities, which usually operate through Israel.

Since June, however, no new aid workers have been able
to get a B1 work visa, the most common type for foreign NGO
workers in the country. This followed similar suspensions
from August to December 2016 and from March to April this
year. Dozens of aid workers have been affected so far, the
humanitarians said, with a number stuck outside the country
waiting for their visas to come through.

‘They can’t replace me’ 
Others are working illegally on tourist visas, but fear they

could be expelled.  “A country director who is waiting outside
the country for months means timely delivery of aid will be
affected,” the senior aid worker said.  

Another aid worker who arrived in Israel in June told AFP
she waited two months to hear from the ministry of social
affairs to no avail.  In August, the aid worker travelled outside
Israel and on her return she said authorities told her she had
a month to sort out her situation or leave.  She expects to
leave Israel in the coming days. “They can’t replace me, as any
foreigner they bring in will have the same problem,” she told
AFP on condition of anonymity. 

The head of the charity’s operations in the occupied West
Bank is due to arrive in the coming weeks but is expected to
face the same predicament.  Around 300 international NGO
staff, including country heads, need B1 visas approved on a
yearly basis, but to do so they need a letter of recommenda-
tion from the ministry of social affairs. Without such letters
the interior ministry will not issue the visa, but the ministry
of social affairs has said it is no longer its responsibility.  And
the interior ministry has said it could not issue new visas
without the letters.

‘Important work’ 
The ministry of social affairs said the delays were due to

“ongoing inter-ministerial considerations regarding the appli-
cations approval procedure”. 

“We believe the temporal delay will soon end, hope-
fully with minimal effect on the important work done by

aid organizations and NGOs,” it said in a statement to AFP.
Aid workers said, however, the problem began over a
year ago and some expressed concerns the Israeli gov-
ernment is seeking to make their work harder.  The min-
istry of social affairs said they “absolutely and completely
deny this false accusation”.

Previous delays were resolved when the ministry tem-
porarily returned to the practice of delivering the letters.
Early this year, Israel passed a law allowing the interior min-
istry to ban entry to supporters of a movement boycotting
Israel over its occupation of Palestinian territories. The senior
aid worker suggested the ministry of social affairs could be
wary of giving recommendation letters as it does not have
the ability to properly vet individuals.  Israeli officials have
accused a number of aid workers of being biased towards the
Palestinians and of being manipulated by the Islamist move-
ment Hamas.

The Gaza head of the international Christian charity World
Vision is on trial in Israel for allegedly providing support to
Hamas, which is considered a terrorist organization by Israel,
the United States and the European Union.  Rights groups
also fear their work is being curtailed by the Israeli govern-
ment, considered the most right-wing in the country’s histo-
ry. In February, Israel refused a visa for the American country
head of Human Rights Watch, accusing the group of being
“fundamentally biased” towards the Palestinians. After inter-
national condemnation, however, the Israeli government
reversed position and granted the visa. — AFP 

By Shoon Naing and Simon Lewis

Communal tensions appeared to be rising across
Myanmar yesterday after two weeks of violence in
Rakhine state that have triggered an exodus of

about 300,000 Rohingya Muslims, prompting the govern-
ment to tighten security at Buddhist pagodas. A mob of
about 70 people armed with sticks and swords threatened
to attack a mosque in the central town of Taung Dwin Gyi
on Sunday evening, shouting “this is our country, this is
our land”,  according to the mosque’s imam, Mufti
Sunlaiman. “We shut down the lights in the mosque and
sneaked out,” the mufti, who was in the mosque at the
time, told Reuters by phone.

The government said in a statement that the mob was
dispersed after police with riot shields fired rubber bullets.
Rumors have spread on social media that Muslims, who
represent about 4.3 percent of the Buddhist-majority
country’s population of 51.4 million, would stage attacks
on Sept. 11 to avenge violence against the Rohingya in
northern Rakhine. Attacks by Arakan Rohingya Salvation
Army (ARSA) militants on police posts and an army base
on Aug. 25 provoked a military counter-offensive and a
mass migration of villagers into the Cox’s Bazar region of
southern Bangladesh.

Myanmar says its security forces are carrying out clear-
ance operations to defend against ARSA, which the gov-
ernment has declared a terrorist organization. Human
rights monitors and fleeing Rohingya say the army and
Rakhine Buddhist vigilantes have mounted a campaign of
arson aimed at driving out the Rohingya, whose popula-
tion is estimated at around 1.1 million. The government
said on Saturday that it would take legal action against
anyone spreading rumours that could lead to religious
conflict. Security has been stepped up on Mandalay Hill, a
peak overlooking the city of Mandalay studded with pago-
das that is popular with Buddhist pilgrims, the Myanmar
Times reported.

In social media groups, Muslims have voiced fear that
other mosques will come under attack and proposed
tighter security, according to posts seen by Reuters. Muslim
elders have urged people to show restraint, the posts
showed. Tensions between Buddhists and Muslims have
simmered since scores were killed and tens of thousands
displaced in communal clashes accompanying the onset of
the country’s democratic transition in 2012 and 2013.

But after ARSA attacks on police posts last October, ten-
sions have risen. In Yangon, Myanmar’s largest city,
Buddhist nationalists raided two madrassas in April and
forced authorities to close them down on the grounds they
did not have a permit to operate as a place of worship. In
May, several nationalists led by the Patriotic Monks Union

raided flats in a Yangon district with a large Muslim popula-
tion, igniting scuffles that were only broken up when police
fired shots into the air.

Rohingya trapped 
Myanmar on Sunday rebuffed a ceasefire declared by

ARSA to enable the delivery of aid to thousands of dis-
placed people in northern Rakhine, declaring simply that it
did not negotiate with terrorists. Thousands of Rohingya in
the north-western state have been left without shelter or
food, and many are still trying to cross mountains, dense
bush and rice fields to reach Bangladesh.

The estimate of new arrivals in Cox’s Bazar on Sunday
was 294,000 and UN officials working there said there were
discussions under way to revise up the prediction made last
week that it would reach 300,000. 

Thousands of Rohingya refugees are still stranded on
the Myanmar side of the River Naf, which separates the

two countries, with the biggest gathering south of the
Rakhine state town of Maungdaw, monitors and sources in
the area said. A Maungdaw resident told Reuters by phone
that about 500 houses south of the town were set on fire
early yesterday.

The people - many hungry and exhausted after a days-
long march through the mountains and bushes in the mon-
soon rain - have been unable to cross because of a crack-
down on Bangladeshi boatmen charging 10,000 taka ($122)
or more, sources said. The significant number of people in
the area raises fears of a further influx into Bangladesh,
where humanitarian agencies and local communities are
already struggling. The Myanmar government has
announced it will build camps for internally displaced peo-
ple and provide humanitarian assistance.  Details of the
plans have not been spelled out and it is not clear that peo-
ple would be willing to live in the camps rather than cross
to Bangladesh. — Reuters

Rohingya crisis fans communal

tensions across Myanmar

Aid workers fear fallout from Israel visa suspension

TEKNAF: Local Bangladeshis help Rohingya Muslim refugees disembark from a boat on the Bangladeshi side of Naf river
near the Bangladeshi town of Teknaf yesterday. The number of Rohingya who have fled violence in Myanmar’s Rakhine
state and entered Bangladesh since August 25 has reached 313,000, a UN spokesman said. — AFP 
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“My heart just pounded out of my chest the whole
time,” said Hally, 37. “You hear stuff hitting your roof. It
honestly sounds like somebody is just whistling at your
window the whole night.  It’s really scary.”

As officials and residents began to assess the damage
around the state, Governor Rick Scott said he would trav-
el later on to the keys. Irma first came ashore at Cudjoe
Key as a Category 4 hurricane with sustained winds of up
to 130 mph. “I’ve heard there’s some significant damage,
right where the eye of the storm hit,” Scott told NBC’s
“Today” show. “We’ll find out.” A large military airborne
relief operation was being prepared to take help to the
islands, which are linked by a dramatic series of bridges
and causeways from Key Largo almost 100 miles south-
west to the city of Key West, Monroe County Emergency
Director Martin Senterfitt told a teleconference.

The state’s largest city, Miami, was spared the brunt of
the storm but was still battered. Utility crews were
already on the streets there clearing downed trees and
utility lines. All causeways leading to Miami Beach were
closed by police. Much of the state’s east and west coasts
remained vulnerable yesterday to storm surges, when
hurricanes push ocean water dangerously over normal
levels. That risk extended to the coast of Georgia and
parts of South Carolina, the hurricane center said.

As it traveled through the center of the state early yes-
terday, Irma brought gusts of up to 100 mph and torren-
tial rain to areas around Orlando, one of the most popu-
lar areas for tourism in Florida because of its cluster of
theme parks, the National Weather Service said. In
Daytona Beach, on the east coast about 55 miles north-
east of Orlando, city streets were flooded and emergency
authorities carried out several water rescues, the Daytona
Beach Police Department said on Twitter.

Over the weekend, Irma claimed its first US fatality - a
man found dead in a pickup truck that had crashed into a
tree in high winds in the town of Marathon, in the Florida
Keys, local officials said. During its passage through the
Caribbean en route to Florida, Irma was ranked at the
rare top end of the scale of hurricane intensity, a
Category 5, for days. It carried maximum sustained winds
of up to 185 mph when it crashed into the island of
Barbuda on Wednesday. Ahead of Irma’s arrival, some 6.5
million people in southern Florida, about a third of the
state’s population, were ordered to evacuate their homes.
Some 200,000 were housed in shelters during the storm,
according to federal officials.

Damage estimates
The storm did some $20 billion to $40 billion in dam-

age to insured property as it tore through Florida, catas-
trophe modeling firm AIR Worldwide estimated. High
winds snapped power lines and left about 5.8 million
Florida homes and businesses without power, state data
showed. Miami International Airport, one of the busiest
in the country, halted passenger flights yesterday.
According to the FlightAware.com tracking site, a total of
3,582 US flights were canceled yesterday, mostly as a
result of the storm.

Irma was forecast to cross the eastern Florida
Panhandle and move into southern Georgia later in the
day, dumping as much as 16 inches of rain, government
forecasters said. Police in Miami-Dade County said they
had made 29 arrests for looting and burglary. Irma, which
hit just days after the Houston area was deluged by
unprecedented flooding in Texas from Hurricane Harvey,
was expected to cause billions of dollars in damage to
the third-most-populous US state. Investor relief over
Irma’s weakening yesterday helped boost world shares to
a record high. — Reuters

Irma wreaks havoc in Florida

MISANO: Tasca Racing team’s Belgian rider Xavier Simeon falls from his bike during the San Marino Moto2 Grand Prix race at the Marco Simoncelli Circuit in Misano yesterday. — AFP 

BARCELONA: Thousands of Catalan separatists rallied yesterday
to demand their region break away from Spain, in a show of
strength three weeks ahead of an independence referendum
banned by Madrid.  Draped in red, yellow and blue separatist
flags—with one banner reading “Goodbye Spain”—they
marched through central Barcelona in what many hope will be
the last protest before independence. “If there is huge mobiliza-
tion, they can’t do anything in Madrid,” says Jordi Calatayud, a
21-year-old economics student of the October 1 vote.  “Catalan
people will make independence possible, if there are a lot of us,
they can’t stop us.”

Some 400,000 people had signed up to join the demonstra-
tion in Barcelona, part of an escalating struggle between the
wealthy northeastern province and Spain’s central government.
The protest coincides with Catalonia’s national day, the “Diada”,
which marks the fall of Barcelona in the War of the Spanish
Succession in 1714 and the region’s subsequent loss of institu-
tions and freedoms. Since 2012 the holiday has been used by
separatists to press for an independent state.  “There are 20
days left (until the referendum) and the mobilization that
prompted this process remains intact,” Catalonia’s pro-indepen-
dence president Carles Puigdemont told reporters.

One-sided Diada 
Those against independence complained that a day meant

for all Catalans had been hijacked by the separatists-and even
more so this year ahead of the referendum. “The theme of
today’s protest is ‘Diada of the Yes’,” Ines Arrimadas, the leader in
Catalonia of the anti-independence Ciudadanos party, said on
Spanish television. “That means that those of us who aren’t in
favour of independence cannot participate,” she added. Prime
Minister Mariano Rajoy, whose conservative government is
fiercely against the vote, wished Catalonia “a good day”, calling
“for a Diada of freedom, cohabitation and respect for all
Catalans”.

Demonstrators will take the shape of a giant “X” by gather-

ing on the Paseo de Gracia and Aragon avenues in central
Barcelona to represent the mark Catalans will make on their bal-
lots during the referendum. If the “Yes” side wins the vote,
Catalonia’s regional government has vowed to declare inde-
pendence within 48 hours and set about building a sovereign
state. With Spain’s central government promising to block the
referendum, the pro-independence camp is keen to show that
it can rally its troops-especially after participation in the “Diada”
declined last year.

Region divided 
Rajoy’s conservative government argues the vote violates

the constitution, which states that only central authorities can
call a referendum.  Following a legal challenge from his govern-
ment, Spain’s Constitutional Court suspended a referendum law
that was fast-tracked through Catalonia’s regional parliament
on Wednesday. Police have searched a Catalan printing house
and a local weekly newspaper suspected of making ballots for
the referendum while Spain’s state prosecutor has launched
criminal proceedings against Puigdemont and other Catalan
officials.  Catalan society is deeply divided over independence.

In a survey by the Catalan Centre of Opinion Studies in July,
41.1 percent backed independence while 49.9 percent rejected
it. Some 70 percent wanted a referendum, however, to settle
the question once and for all.  Like the referendum held in
Britain last year on the country’s membership in the European
Union, the issue in Catalonia pits rural areas-which are more
pro-independence-against large urban centers like Barcelona
that are more in favor of remaining in Spain.

Catalonia, which is roughly the same size as Belgium and
has its own language and customs, already has significant pow-
ers over matters such as education and healthcare. But Spain’s
economic problems, coupled with a perception that the
wealthy northeastern region’s 7.5 million people pay more in
taxes to Madrid than they get in return, have pushed the inde-
pendence question to the centre stage. — AFP

‘Goodbye Spain’: Thousands rally for 

Catalan independence before vote
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LONDON: Manchester City playmaker Kevin De Bruyne says beating the
club’s biggest rivals will be key to challenging for the Premier League title
after Pep Guardiola’s side swept Liverpool aside in impressive style. City failed
to sustain a title challenge last season and their record
against the other teams that finished in the top seven
proved a major shortfall.  In games against Chelsea,
Tottenham, Liverpool, Arsenal, Manchester United and
Everton, City, who ended the campaign third and 15 points
off the top, collected just 11 points. But City demolished
Liverpool 5-0 at the Etihad Stadium on Saturday and are
now level with Manchester United at the top of the table
on 10 points.  “The only thing we didn’t do last year
was win the big games,” De Bruyne, who set up
goals for Sergio Aguero and Gabriel Jesus, said
after Saturday’s match. —AFP

PARIS: Dutch Superbike rider Michael van der Mark will stand in for injured
star Valentino Rossi at the Aragon MotoGP later this month, Yamaha
announced yesterday. Nine-time world champion Rossi is recovering from a

broken leg sustained in a training accident last month.
The 38-year-old missed Sunday’s race in San Marino, and
will be absent again in Aragon on September 24 with a
forecast return to action in Japan in October. Van der
Mark, who has experience in the former 125cc class and
in Moto2, will be making his MotoGP debut without any
prior testing. “I’ve never ridden a MotoGP bike before, so

this will be a completely new experience for me,” the 24-
year-old said in a statement released by Yamaha.

Yamaha Motor Racing managing director Lin
Jarvis commented: “It is never easy to step in to
replace another rider and even more difficult
to replace Valentino Rossi. —AFP

WELLINGTON: Team New Zealand have chosen to defend their
America’s Cup title using high performance monohulls rather than the
futuristic catamarans used in the past two editions of sailing’s blue
riband. In a statement released yesterday the America’s Cup holders
explained the thinking behind a return to a more conventional style
boat. “Emirates Team New Zealand have been consulting with a number
of potential challengers and there is an overall desire to have a spectac-
ular monohull yacht that will be exciting to match race. “But also one
that the public and sailors can relate to as a sail boat that really chal-
lenges a full crew of professional yachtsman around the race track,” the
statement read. The return to monohulls was championed by Patrizio
Bertelli, CEO of Italian fashion house Prada and team principal of Italy’s
Luna Rossa. In their capacity as the official challenger of record, Luna
Rossa are able to negotiate the rules and conditions of the next regatta.
Monohulls last featured in an America’s Cup in 2010, when the United
States’ Oracle beat Swiss team Alinghi in Valencia, Spain. — AFP

Amazing monohulls make 
America’s Cup return

Van der Mark in for 
Rossi at Aragon

De Bruyne targets big 
games in title push

BASEBALL

RUGBY

OAKLAND: Matt Olson #28 of the Oakland Athletics tags out baserunner Marwin Gonzalez #9 of the Houston Astros at first base in the second inning at Oakland Alameda Coliseum on Sunday in Oakland, California. — AFP

WASHINGTON: Washington became the first
team in the majors to clinch a playoff spot this
season, winning the NL East as Stephen
Strasburg extended his scoreless streak to a
franchise-record 34 innings. More than 90 min-
utes after Washington finished off the Phillies,
Nationals Park erupted again when Lane
Adams hit a two-run, 11th-inning homer to
lead Atlanta over second-place Miami, sealing
the division title for the fourth time in six years.
Strasburg (13-4) threw two-hit ball for eight
innings and struck out 10. He hasn’t allowed a
run since Aug. 19 at San Diego, his first start
since coming off the disabled list with an
elbow nerve impingement. Ryan Madson gave
up Nick Williams’ bloop two-out, two-run sin-
gle before retiring Rhys Hoskins on a grounder
for his second save this season and first since
the Nationals acquired him from Oakland on
July 16. Rookie Ben Lively (3-6) allowed six hits
and struck out seven in his first career com-
plete game, the first for the Phillies this year.

INDIANS 3, ORIOLES 2
The Cleveland Indians stretched their fran-

chise-record winning streak to 18 games, beat-
ing the Baltimore Orioles 3-2 Sunday night
behind homers from Francisco Lindor and
Roberto Perez. Cleveland’s streak is the longest
in the majors since Oakland won 20 straight in
2002. The best run in baseball history belongs
to the New York Giants, who had a 26-game
streak in 1916, according to the Elias Sports
Bureau. The Giants’ streak included a tie, which
doesn’t count as a game in baseball. The crowd
of 21,259 roared in the ninth inning as Cody
Allen recorded his 26th save. He struck out the
first two hitters and retired Trey Mancini on a
line drive to right field to end the game. Perez
snapped a 1-all tie in the sixth with a leadoff
homer. Lindor then broke two bats while run-
ning the count to 3-2 before homering to right.
Cleveland’s All-Star shortstop, using a bat
tossed to him by teammate Abraham Almonte,

looked at the dugout and smiled as his 29th
homer of the season sailed into the seats.
Trevor Bauer (16-8) allowed two runs in 6 1/3
innings for Cleveland. Jeremy Hellickson (3-3)
gave up three runs in six innings.

BRAVES 10, MARLINS 8
Rio Ruiz had a tying, two-run single with

two outs in a three-run ninth inning and Lane
Adams hit a two-run homer off Vance Worley
(2-5) in the 11th. Dee Gordon broke an eighth-
inning tie with his first career pinch-homer.
Christian Yelich hit an RBI double in the ninth
and scored on Justin Bour’s sacrifice fly to
boost the lead to 8-5. Arodys Vizcaino (5-3)
allowed two hits in two scoreless innings. 

ROCKIES 8, DODGERS 1
The NL West leaders lost their 10th straight

game for their worst skid in 25 years and have
dropped 15 of 16 yet still have the best record in
the majors at 92-51. Mark Reynolds hit a grand
slam, Nolan Arenado and Trevor Story also
homered, and Tyler Chatwood (7-12) allowed
five hits in five scoreless innings. Rich Hill (9-8)
gave up two runs and four hits in five innings. 

ATHLETICS 10, ASTROS 2
Astros ace Dallas Keuchel (12-4) walked in

two runs and forced in another by hitting
another during a shaky sixth inning as
Oakland completed a four-game sweep of
Houston, which entered tied with Cleveland
for the best record in the AL. Keuchel allowed
four runs over 5 2/3 innings. Kendall
Graveman (5-4) pitched five-hit ball over six
innings and allowed one run. 

BREWERS 3, CUBS 1
Travis Shaw hit a two-run homer to back

Zach Davies (17-8) as Milwaukee complete a
three-game sweep and closed within two
games of the NL Central-leading Cubs.
Chicago entered the series with a five-game

division lead, a season high, but the defending
World Series champions totaled three runs in
the series. Milwaukee and St. Louis trail
Colorado by three games for the second NL
wild card. Davies allowed one run and seven
hits in seven innings, and Corey Knebel got
three outs for his 34th save. Kyle Hendricks (6-5)
gave up three runs and four hits in six innings.

CARDINALS 7, PIRATES 0
Yadier Molina hit a three-run homer and

tied a career high with five RBIs to back
Michael Wacha (12-7), who gave up five hits in
eight innings. St. Louis has won three in a row
and seven of eight. Pittsburgh dropped its fifth
in a row and slumped to 10 games under .500
for the first time since 2011. Ivan Nova (11-13)
gave up five runs and five in hits five innings.

RAYS 4, RED SOX 1
With Tampa Bay players’ thinking about

Hurricane Irma approaching home, they beat
Boston to avoid a three-game sweep and deal
reigning AL Cy Young Award winner Rick
Porcello his major league-leading 17th loss.
Porcello (9-17) took a 1-0 lead into the fifth,
when Wilson Ramos and Evan Longoria hit RBI
singles. Boston has scored two runs or fewer
18 times in 30 starts while Porcello was in the
game. Ramos homered in the sixth off
Brandon Workman, and Lucas Duda went
deep in the seventh against Robby Scott.
Tampa Bay stopped Boston’s four-game win-
ning streak. Alex Cobb (11-9) allowed one run
and four hits - all singles - and three walks in
five innings. Alex Colome pitched a perfect
ninth to complete a five-hitter and earn his
major-league leading 43rd save in 48 chances.

YANKEES 16, RANGERS 7
Aaron Judge became the second major

league rookie with a 40 homer season, going
deep twice as New York moved 31/2 games
ahead of Minnesota for the AL’s top wild card

and closed within 31/2 games of AL East-
leading Boston. Texas trails the Twins by 21/2
games.  Gar y Sanchez also hit  two solo
homers for the Yankees, giving him 30 this
season and 50 in his 161 games since his
2015 debut. With Judge’s AL-best 40th homer
in the fourth, the 25-year-old joined Babe
Ruth, Lou Gehrig, Joe DiMaggio and Mickey
Mantle as the only Yankees to hit 40 homers
at age 25 or younger. Judge added No. 41
two innings later, a drive that would have
gone 463 feet unimpeded, according to
MLB’s Statcast. Mark McGwire hit a league-
high 49 homers as a rookie for Oakland in
1987. Chad Green (4-0) struck out four in 2
1/3 innings. A.J. Griffin (6-6) gave up five runs
pitching into the fourth.

ROYALS 11, TWINS 3
Jason Vargas (15-10) stopped his four-game

losing streak and set a career high for wins,
giving up one run and four hits in five innings.
Brandon Moss homered and drove in four runs
as Kansas City (71-71) gained a four-game split
and moved within 2 1/2 games of Minnesota.
Bartolo Colon (6-12) retired only five of 11 bat-
ters in his shortest outing this year, allowing
six runs and six hits. 

ANGELS 5, MARINERS 3
Justin Upton had a tiebreaking, two-run

double in the eighth off Nick Vincent (3-2) to
help Los Angeles avoid a sweep and close with-
in one game of Minnesota for the second AL
wild card spot. Mike Trout and Luis Valbuena
had solo homers. Cam Bedrosian (6-4) pitched a
scoreless seventh, and Yusmeiro Petit closed
with a perfect ninth for his third save.

DIAMONDBACKS 3, PADRES 2
Paul Goldschmidt homered on his 30th

birthday and J.D. Martinez went deep twice.
Robbie Ray (13-5) won his fourth straight start,
striking out 12 in six innings while allowing

two runs and four hits. Archie Bradley got the
call over closer Fernando Rodney in the ninth
and earned his first save this season by striking
out the side. Arizona remained five games
ahead of second-place Colorado for the NL’s
top wild card. Luis Perdomo (7-10) gave up
three runs and five hits in six innings.

REDS 10, METS 5
Reds manager Bryan Price put his argu-

ment with a pair of umpires on pause for the
singing of “God Bless America,” then resumed
the argument. Cincinnati went on to win
behind Tucker Barnhart’s career-high five RBIs.
The Reds rallied for three runs in the seventh
to make it 5-all. Scooter Gennett was called
out on strikes by plate umpire Shane
Livensparger to end the inning, slammed
down his bat and helmet, and was ejected,
setting off the confrontation. Jackson
Stephens (2-0) pitched 1 1/3 scoreless innings.
Raisel Iglesias got six outs for his 26th save.
Jeurys Familia (1-2) was the loser.

BLUE JAYS 8, TIGERS 2
Teoscar Hernandez hit his first two home

runs of the season and Darwin Barney had
four hits. Detroit dropped to 60-82 with its
eighth loss in 10 games this month. The Tigers’
only other losing record since 2008 was 74-87
two years ago. J.A. Happ (8-10) allowed two
runs - one earned - and five hits in six innings,
and Luis Santos finished for his first save.
Anibal Sanchez (3-4) gave up seven runs and a
season-high 12 hits in 4 2/3 innings.

WHITE SOX 8, GIANTS 1
Jose Abreu homered twice, a day after hit-

ting for the cycle. Carson Fulmer (2-1) won his
first major league game as a starter, allowing
one run and three hits in six innings. Madison
Bumgarner (3-8) gave up six runs and 10 hits
in five innings - the most runs and hits he’s
allowed this season. —AP

Nationals win NL East, clinch playoff spot

WELLINGTON: New Zealand are expecting a
vintage challenge from a resurgent South Africa
side in their top-of-the-table Rugby
Championship encounter in Auckland next
weekend. All Blacks-Springboks clashes are
always among the highlights of the test season
but the rivalry lost some of its edge last year
after the world champions won 41-13 at home
and 57-15 in Durban.

South Africa have rebounded from their mis-
erable 2016, however, and go into Saturday’s
match at North Harbour stadium only three
points behind the All Blacks after a 23-23 draw
with Australia at the weekend. “We all know the
way the South Africans play,” All Blacks lock
Brodie Retallick told local media yesterday.

“We’ve seen the last couple of weeks how
physical they’ve been, especially up front. As

always, they’re big boys and they like to come at
you. “Every test is special, but from what we’ve
seen so far in the Rugby Championship, they’ve
had two great wins over Argentina and they’ll be
a little bit frustrated with the draw against
Australia in Perth.

“They’ll be coming here with a bit of anger,
and with the skill and physicality they’re playing
with, I’m sure it’s going to be a good spectacle.”
South Africa coach Allister Coetzee said at the
weekend he was disappointed with the draw, if
proud of the way his side battled back from 10
points down early in the second half to remain
unbeaten in six tests this year.

He was also encouraged by the way
Argentina managed to put pressure on the All
Blacks in the first 60 minutes of their defeat last
weekend in New Plymouth. “I don’t see any

weaknesses in the All Black side,” Coetzee told
reporters in New Zealand yesterday. 

“I think they are vulnerable but you still have
to be at your best to exploit that. “They have
obviously stepped up when they have needed
to.  You cannot afford to lose concentration or
focus. In the last 20 minutes they can easily score
20 points.”

All Blacks coach Steve Hansen has been
experimenting with his side so it remains to be
seen if the Springboks will have to contend with
rookie flanker Vaea Fifita, who burned the Pumas
defence to score a try in his first test start last
Saturday.

“We’ve got some pretty quick loosies in this
team, but that was just awesome to see him go
out and take his opportunity like that,” said All
Blacks centre Ryan Crotty. —Reuters

All Blacks expecting huge test 
from resurgent Springboks

TOULON: RC Toulon’s New Zealander centre Ma’a Nonu (R) jumps for the ball during
the French Top 14 rugby union match Toulon vs Toulouse at the Mayol Stadium on
Sunday in Toulon, southern France. — AFP 
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LONDON: Chris Froome was hailed in the British
press yesterday for completing a historic Tour de
France-Vuelta a Espana double but coverage of his
feat was relatively low-key. The 32-year-old joins
Frenchmen Jacques Anquetil (1963) and Bernard
Hinault (1978) as the only riders to win the Tour and
Vuelta in the same year.  But Froome is the first man
to win both races since the Vuelta was moved to
after the Tour in the racing calendar in 1995.

The Times called it a “monumental achievement”
and The Daily Mirror said he had pulled off “one of
the most outstanding feats in British sporting histo-
ry”.  In the eyes of The Daily Telegraph, the four-time
Tour de France champion now deserves to be con-
sidered “one of the greats, not simply of cycling but
of British sport”.

The Guardian emphasised the role played by
Team Sky and said Froome’s dominance of stage
races had “not been seen since Miguel Indurain’s
purple patch between 1991 and 1995”. However,
The Guardian was the only paper in which
Froome’s achievement was the leading sports sto-
ry of the day, with football dominating elsewhere.
Despite his phenomenal success, the quietly spo-
ken Froome has never captured hearts in the same
way as his charismatic former Sky team-mate
Bradley Wiggins.

Explanations for his relative lack of popularity
range from the fact he was born in Kenya to the dop-
ing suspicions that continue to swirl around his team.
“Raised in Africa, resident in Monaco” was how The
Times summed up how Froome is viewed in Britain.

British former cyclist David Millar, writing in
The Telegraph, said Froome “would probably
admit deep down that he feels more African than
British”.  In a piece entitled “So, why can’t we
warm to Froome?” The Mail’s chief sports writer
Matt Lawton said doubts about Sky’s practices
and doping in cycling in general were also held
against the rider.  Lawton said professional road
racing was still perceived to take place against a
“backdrop of suspicion”.

He also highlighted revelations about Wiggins’s
use of therapeutic use exemptions while racing for
Sky and the team’s failure to satisfactorily explain a
mysterious package that was sent to him during a
2011 race.  The Guardian’s Will Fotheringham wrote:
“Team Sky have singularly failed to endear them-

selves to those with a romantic vision of cycling or
doubts over the sport’s ethical issues”.

After winning his third Tour de France last
year, Froome was surprisingly left off the shortlist
for the BBC Sports Personality of the Year award.
The award, voted for by the general public,
rewards the outstanding performer in British
sport in each calendar year.

Millar said it would be “criminal” if Froome
were not shortlisted this year.  Froome is current-
ly the second favourite to win the award behind
Britain’s world heavyweight boxing champion
Anthony Joshua.

When asked about his chances of winning this
year’s award, Froome told British papers: “I am not
going to hold my breath.” — AFP

Praise but little fanfare for double champ Froome

Shakib to sit out 

of upcoming Tests

DHAKA: Bangladesh’s Shakib Al Hasan, the world’s
leading all-rounder, will sit out of two Test matches
during a tour of South Africa this month after ask-
ing for a break from the longer format, selectors
said yesterday. The 30-year-old has played every
Test for Bangladesh since missing two games
against the West Indies in 2014, but earlier Monday
requested a six-month sabbatical from the game
“to refresh his body”.

Bangladesh will also play three one-day interna-
tionals and two Twenty20 games in South Africa dur-
ing their first tour to the country since 2008. Shakib
earlier said he would be available for other formats.

But the Bangladesh Cricket Board’s decision to
accept the request means Shakib will also miss the
two-Test series against Sri Lanka at home in
December-January.

“We still cannot think of a team without Shakib.
But he wanted a break and it was granted,” said chief
selector Minhajul Abedin while announcing the team
at a press conference in Dhaka. “He was playing for a
long time in all formats. So he needed a rest. Of
course, without him we will be on the back foot, still
we have to manage it.”

He added that Shakib would be welcome back into
the team whenever he wished. The news comes amid
concerns over player fatigue, as well as criticism that
players are prioritising earning money over represent-
ing their countries.

In Shakib’s absence, Bangladesh selectors recalled
batsman Mahmudullah, who missed the recent home
series against Australia due to poor form. “We includ-
ed Mahmudullah because he can do well abroad,
where the ball comes first on to the bat. He is a senior
batsman and an experienced batsman,” Abedin said.

Pace bowler Rubel Hossain and Subashis Roy also
returned to the side while the selectors dropped bats-
man Nasir Hossain. The first Test will be held at
Senwes Park, Potchefstroom from September 28 to
October 2 while Mangaung Oval, Bloemfontein will
host the second Test from October 6-10. 

Squad: Mushfiqur Rahim (capt), Tamim Iqbal,
Soumya Sarkar , Imrul Kayes, Liton Das, Mahmudullah,
Sabbir Rahman, Mehedi Hasan, Shafiul Islam, Taijul
Islam, Mustafizur Rahman, Taskin Ahmed, Rubel
Hossain, Subashis Roy, Mominul Haque. — AFP

GREEN BAY: Green Bay defensive lineman Mike Daniels’ strip
sack of Russell Wilson deep in Seattle territory in the third
quarter set up Ty Montgomery’s 6-yard touchdown run on
the next play to spark the Packers’ 17-9 win on Sunday.
Aaron Rodgers was 28 of 42 for 311 yards and added a 32-
yard touchdown pass to Jordy Nelson to make it an eight-
point game late in the third quarter. Rodgers’ regular-season
streak of passes without an interception ended at a career-
high 251. The Seahawks’ defense reinforced by the return of
safety Earl Thomas bottled up receivers from making many
big plays and put plenty of pressure on Rodgers. But the
Packers started denting Seattle with runs or quick passes to
Nelson, Randall Cobb and Montgomery in the second half,
chewing up clock in the process. A 12-play, 53-yard drive
that took up more than five minutes ended with Mason
Crosby’s 40-yard field goal to make it a two-score game.
Green Bay’s defense had an even better debut. Seattle man-
aged just three field goals. Wilson was held to 14 of 27 for
158 yards. The Packers held decisive edges in total yardage
(370-225) and first downs (26-12). Green Bay held the ball for
39 minutes.

COWBOYS 19, GIANTS 3
Jason Witten scored the only touchdown while breaking

the franchise record for yards receiving and the Dallas
defense shackled a New York offense missing Odell
Beckham Jr. Ezekiel Elliott had a rugged 104 yards rushing
and another 36 receiving two days after a judge halted his
six-game suspension over a domestic violence case,
although last year’s NFL rushing leader had already been
cleared to play the opener. Dak Prescott was turnover-free
while throwing for 268 yards as the Cowboys dominated the
NFC East rival that swept them during a 13-3 season that

topped the NFC. Dan Bailey kicked four field goals. Eli
Manning didn’t have Beckham in his 200th straight start
after his dynamic top target sprained his ankle in a presea-
son game. The Giants were outgained in the first half 265-49
while falling behind 16-0. Manning was 28 of 37 for 211
yards with an interception and connected with new receiver
Brandon Marshall just once, late on a desperation drive with
the outcome already settled. Witten scored the Cowboys’
touchdown on a 12-yard catch and finished with seven
catches for 59, breaking Hall of Fame receiver Michael Irvin’s
club record of 11,904 yards. Witten, already the franchise
leader in catches, now has 1,096 receptions for 11,947 yards.

RAMS 46, COLTS 9
Jared Goff passed for a career-high 306 yards and a

touchdown in his first victory as an NFL starter, and the
Rams routed the Colts in Sean McVay’s impressive debut as
the youngest head coach in modern league history. Todd
Gurley had 40 yards rushing and 56 yards receiving while
the Rams roared to a 37-3 lead in the third quarter. Los
Angeles snapped a six-game skid at the Coliseum with its
most impressive performance since returning home from St.
Louis last year. Rams linebacker Alec Ogletree celebrated the
win with a Gatorade shower for McVay on the sideline in the
final minutes. Los Angeles’ defense also excelled against fill-
in Colts quarterback Scott Tolzien. Trumaine Johnson inter-
cepted Tolzien’s first pass and returned it 39 yards for a
touchdown, while Lamarcus Joyner returned another pick
29 yards for another score in the third quarter. Tolzien
passed for 128 yards in his fourth career NFL start in place of
Andrew Luck, who wasn’t ready to return from a right shoul-
der injury.

FALCONS 23, BEARS 17
Matt Ryan threw an 88-yard touchdown to Austin Hooper

and led two fourth-quarter scoring drives as the NFC cham-
pions held on. The butt of jokes following their epic Super

Bowl collapse against New England, the Falcons survived as
the Bears had a first down at the Atlanta 5 in the closing
minute. Mike Glennon’s pass to a lunging Josh Bellamy on
first down hit off the receiver’s hands, and Jordan Howard
then dropped a simple catch at the 1. After another incom-
pletion on third down, Glennon got sacked by Brooks Reed.
Atlanta was clinging to a 13-10 lead early in the fourth when
a scrambling Ryan fired to a wide-open Hooper near mid-
field. The second-year tight end from Stanford raced up the
right side and stiff-armed Quintin Demps on the way to the
end zone. The Bears then went 75 yards, with Glennon hit-
ting rookie Tarik Cohen for a 19-yard TD midway through the
fourth to cut it to 20-17. Atlanta’s Matt Bryant answered with
a 37-yard field goal, making it 23-17. Coming off an MVP sea-
son, Ryan was 21 of 30 for 321 yards and a touchdown.
Hooper had two catches for 128 yards.

PANTHERS 23, 49ERS 3
Cam Newton threw a pair of touchdown passes following

San Francisco turnovers and the Carolina defense shut down
Kyle Shanahan’s offense in his coaching debut. Newton
threw a 40-yard touchdown pass to Russell Shepard in the
first half following a fumble by Brian Hoyer, then a 9-yard
touchdown to Jonathan Stewart in the third quarter after
Luke Kuechly intercepted Hoyer. That helped the Panthers
get off to a good start in the season opener following last
year’s disappointing 6-10 finish. Despite the touchdowns,
Newton did not look particularly sharp after playing just one
series in the preseason as he recovered from surgery to
repair a partially torn rotator cuff. Newton was off-target on
numerous throws, including missing a wide-open Ed
Dickson in the end zone in the first half. Carolina had to set-
tle for a field goal on that drive. Newton finished 14 for 25

for 171 yards. Those mistakes didn’t matter against a Niners
team that didn’t look much improved from last year’s outfit
that tied a franchise worst with 14 losses. That led to the fir-
ing of coach Chip Kelly and general manager Trent Baalke.
Shanahan and new GM John Lynch each got six-year con-
tracts to oversee a massive rebuilding job.

JAGUARS 29, TEXANS 7
Leonard Fournette ran for 100 yards and a touchdown in

his NFL debut, and Jacksonville had 10 sacks and forced
four turnovers to help the Jaguars. The Texans hoped to
provide a boost to the area ravaged by Hurricane Harvey
with a win.  Instead, Tom Savage struggled behind a porous
line and was benched in favor of rookie Deshaun Watson at
halftime with Houston down 19-0. Blake Bortles threw for
125 yards and a touchdown, Calais Campbell had four sacks
and Dante Fowler returned a fumble 53 yards for a score as
the Jaguars snapped a six-game skid against Houston. J.J.
Watt returned after missing 13 games last season after back
surgery, but injured his finger in the first half and finished
with just one tackle. The Texans punted on their first four
possessions, and the fifth one ended when Savage fumbled
on a sack by Yannick Ngakoue and the Jaguars recovered
the ball. Fournette, the fourth overall pick in this year’s draft,
added his 1-yard touchdown after that. Savage was sacked
six times in the first half, playing behind a line without vet-
eran left tackle Duane Brown, who is holding out. Houston
linebacker Brian Cushing, tight ends Ryan Griffin and C.J.
Fiedorowicz and receiver Bruce Ellington all left the game
with concussions. Jaguars receiver Allen Robinson injured
his left knee in the first quarter and didn’t return.

STEELERS 21, BROWNS 18
Ben Roethlisberger threw two touchdown passes to

tight end Jesse James as the Steelers, with minimal help
from Le’Veon Bell, opened the season by holding off the
Browns. Roethlisberger improved to 21-2 against the

Browns, who gave their rivals all they could handle - a posi-
tive sign for coach Hue Jackson and Cleveland fans after a
horrid 1-15 season. But the Browns couldn’t stop All-Pro
wide receiver Antonio Brown, who made a leaping catch in
traffic for 38 yards with 2:26 left to seal Pittsburgh’s win.
Brown finished with 11 receptions for 182 yards. Browns
rookie quarterback DeShone Kizer had pulled the Browns
within three on a 3-yard TD pass to Corey Coleman followed
by a 2-point conversion. The Browns have lost 13 straight
openers. Cleveland’s defense played well despite not hav-
ing top overall pick Myles Garrett, who injured his ankle ear-
lier this week. Bell, who skipped training camp in a contract
dispute, ran tentatively and gained just 32 yards on 10 car-
ries. He rejoined his teammates last week and signed his
$12.1 million franchise tag, far less than he feels he
deserves.

RAIDERS 26, TITANS 16
Derek Carr threw for 262 yards and two touchdowns,

and Carr won his third straight against Marcus Mariota and
the Titans in as many years. Amari Cooper caught a TD pass
as the Raiders made the Titans pay for opening the season
with an onside kick they couldn’t recover. Marshawn Lynch
also looked very refreshed after his year away from football.
Lynch finished with 18 carries for 76 yards. Giorgio
Tavecchio kicked field goals of 20, 52, 52 and 43 yards in his
NFL debut. He was signed Friday to fill in for the Raiders’ all-
time leading scorer and 18-year veteran Sebastian
Janikowski, who’s on injured reserve with a bad back.
Tavecchio has spent time in training camp with the Raiders
the past four seasons but had never kicked in a regular-sea-
son game. Both Carr and Mariota broke their right leg hours
apart on Christmas Eve for season-ending injuries. Mariota
also looked healthy in running for a 10-yard TD and threw
for 191 yards.

EAGLES 30, REDSKINS 17
Carson Wentz threw for 307 yards and two touchdowns

as the second-year quarterback guided the Eagles in a slop-
py, mistake-filled season opener. Wentz was 26 of 39 and
threw an interception that Ryan Kerrigan returned for a
touchdown.  But Wentz made fewer errors than
Washington’s Kirk Cousins, who was picked off at the goal
line and fumbled twice. Cousins’ second fumble was forced
by Brandon Graham and returned 20 yards for a touchdown
by Fletcher Cox in the final minutes, putting the game away.
Cousins finished 23 of 40 for 240 yards with a TD pass to
third-down back Chris Thompson. He was under duress all
day because and was sacked four times. Wentz wasn’t per-
fect, though his evading a sack and throw to Nelson Agholor
for a 58-yard touchdown set the stage for his big day. The
Eagles lost cornerback Ronald Darby to what looked like a
serious right ankle injury early in the second quarter.

LIONS 35, CARDINALS 23
Matthew Stafford threw two of his four touchdown pass-

es to rookie Kenny Golladay in the fourth quarter. The Lions
picked off three of Carson Palmer’s passes, returning one for
a score. They also knocked David Johnson out of the game
after forcing him to fumble in the third quarter Sunday.
Detroit set an NFL record last year by rallying to win eight
games after trailing in the final quarter and opened this sea-
son with another comeback. The Cardinals scored the first
10 points of the game and led 17-9 late in the third quarter
before giving up 26 straight points. Stafford’s first pass was
returned 82 yards for a touchdown by Justin Bethel, but the
player with the richest contract in the NFL bounced back. He
was 29 for 41 yards for 292 yards and threw 45- and 10-yard
TD passes to Golladay , along with short passes to Theo
Riddick and Marvin Jones for scores. Johnson, who led the
league with 2,118 yards from scrimmage and 20 touch-
downs last season, was limited to 23 yards rushing on 11 car-
ries and had six receptions for 68 yards.

RAVENS 20, BENGALS 0
Baltimore’s rebuilt defense picked off Andy Dalton four

times and forced him to fumble, making it easy for Joe
Flacco in his return from a back injury. The Ravens ended a
five-game losing streak in Cincinnati by pressuring Dalton
into matching his career high for interceptions, three of
them in the first half. The Ravens got a pair of touchdowns
24 seconds apart late in the half to take control, with
Jeremy Maclin scoring on a 48-yard run-and-catch. The
overriding question was how Flacco would hold up after
missing all of camp and the preseason with a bad back.
Baltimore’s defense made sure he didn’t have to do much.
Flacco was 9 of 17 for 121 yards with an interception
against a defense missing suspended linebacker Vontaze
Burfict and cornerback Adam “Pacman” Jones. The Bengals
had breakdowns everywhere as they were shut out in a sea-
son opener for the first time since 1979. 

BILLS 21, JETS 12
Tyrod Taylor threw two touchdown passes and the new-

look Bills won in Sean McDermott’s debut as Buffalo’s
coach. Mike Tolbert also scored on a 1-yard run, while
Buffalo’s defense had three interceptions, including line-
backer Ramon Humber picking off Josh McCown’s pass to
thwart a 2-point conversion in the third quarter. Safety
Micah Hyde, a free agent offseason addition, sealed the vic-
tory by intercepting McCown at Buffalo’s 41 to end the Jets’
final series. Taylor was 16 of 28 for 224 yards and an inter-
ception. The victory came in McDermott’s first game since
the former Carolina Panthers defensive coordinator took
over in January after Rex Ryan was fired in the final week of
last season. The Jets looked much like a team in the midst of
a makeover after making numerous offseason moves to
purge veteran talent. — AFP

Packers beat Seahawks 17-9 to

take NFC heavyweight match

NFL

Dallas 19, NY Giants 3; Green Bay 17, Seattle 9; Carolina
23, San Francisco 3; La Rams 46, Indianapolis 9; Buffalo 21,
NY Jets 12; Philadelphia 30, Washington 17; Oakland 26,
Tennessee 16; Jacksonville 29, Houston 7; Detroit 35,
Arizona 23; Atlanta 23, Chicago 17; Baltimore 20,
Cincinnati 0; Pittsburgh 21, Cleveland 18. 

American Football Conference
AFC EAST

W L T OTL PF PA PCT    
Buffalo 1 0 0 0 21 12 1.000  
Miami 0 0 0 0 0 0 0      
New England 0 1 0 0 27 42 0      
NY Jets 0 1 0 0 12 21 0      

AFC North
Pittsburgh 1 0 0 0 21 18 1.000  
Baltimore 1 0 0 0 20 0 1.000  
Cleveland 0 1 0 0 18 21 0      
Cincinnati 0 1 0 0 0 20 0      

AFC South
Jacksonville 1 0 0 0 29 7 1.000  
Tennessee 0 1 0 0 16 26 0      
Indianapolis 0 1 0 0 9 46 0      
Houston 0 1 0 0 7 29 0      

AFC West
Oakland 1 0 0 0 26 16 1.000  
Kansas City 1 0 0 0 42 27 1.000  
LA Chargers 0 0 0 0 0 0 0      
Denver 0 0 0 0 0 0 0      

National Football Conference
NFC East

Philadelphia 1 0 0 0 30 17 1.000  
Dallas 1 0 0 0 19 3 1.000  
Washington 0 1 0 0 17 30 0      
NY Giants 0 1 0 0 3 19 0      

NFC North
Green Bay 1 0 0 0 17 9 1.000  
Detroit 1 0 0 0 35 23 1.000  
Minnesota 0 0 0 0 0 0 0      
Chicago 0 1 0 0 17 23 0      

NFC South
Carolina 1 0 0 0 23 3 1.000  
Atlanta 1 0 0 0 23 17 1.000  
Tampa Bay 0 0 0 0 0 0 0      
New Orleans 0 0 0 0 0 0 0      

NFC West
LA Rams 1 0 0 0 46 9 1.000  
Seattle 0 1 0 0 9 17 0      
San Francisco 0 1 0 0 3 23 0      
Arizona 0 1 0 0 23 35 0      

NFL results/standings

SANTA CLARA: Carolina Panthers quarterback Cam Newton (1) is tackled by San Francisco 49ers safety Eric Reid (35) dur-
ing the second half of an NFL football game in Santa Clara, Calif., Sunday. — AP
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HONG KONG: Iran coach Carlos Queiroz has urged the
country’s authorities to commit more funding to the
preparations for next year’s World Cup finals or risk
elimination in the group stages yet again.

Queiroz’s side became the first team from Asia to
book their ticket for Russia in June and next summer’s
tournament will be the fifth time Iran have appeared at
the World Cup finals.

In 1978, 1998, 2006 and 2014, the three-times Asian
champions failed to advance to the knockout phase of
the competition and Queiroz fears a similar outcome
next year if funding issues are not addressed immedi-
ately. “The situation basically is the same as in the past,”
Queiroz told Reuters. “We have the federation trying to
do their best. But unfortunately in Iran, and I think all
over the world, when you struggle with financial sup-

port it’s always very difficult to implement a pro-
gramme. “We qualified three months ago and at this
moment there is no reason for us not to have a clear
plan and a consistent budget in order to make deci-
sions. “If you copy the preparations of the last four
World Cups, you don’t go anywhere. It’s a simple con-
clusion,” he added.  Queiroz’s comments echo a recent
statement issued by seven Iran players on Instagram,
in which they called on the authorities to emulate
South Korea in mobilising the country “from top to
bottom” for the World Cup campaign.

The Portuguese coach presented his preparation
plans to the Iran’s football federation soon after they
qualified but only two friendlies have been arranged
so far. Iran will play Togo on Sept 29 before taking on
World Cup hosts Russia six days later.

Queiroz believes it is crucial that his team plays more
matches against top quality opposition ahead of the
finals, something that will only happen if the purse-
strings are loosened. “Based on my personal connec-
tions I was able to bring this friendly game against
Russia,” said Queiroz. “Russia are the host nation and
have accepted to play against Iran and this is huge in
terms of international impact and reputation, but we
cannot rely on my personal contacts and relationships.

“If you want to play good friendly games, money
talks in football. You cannot ignore this situation.”
Queiroz has stressed the Iranians need to take a more
professional approach to their preparations or risk
more disappointment on the game’s biggest stage and
a widening of the gap with the top footballing nations. 

“My short term target is to be sure we have an out-

standing, unique and challenging World Cup prepara-
tion and I will try my best to be different,” said Queiroz.

“How many World Cups have Iran participated in?
Four. This is the fifth World Cup. What did the four
World Cups teach us? “If you want to be in the second
stage you must be different. Different in your prepara-
tion, ambitious, creative, use your imagination to see
how you can in 10 months make this team improve. 

“In order to be different I need to put all of my ener-
gy into this first goal. “How can we convince the feder-
ation and the people who have the responsibility to
support us that we must be different? We cannot be
like Portugal because they started 45 years ago.

“We cannot be like Germany, they started 55 years
ago, France 55 years ago. How can we in 10 months
reduce this gap?  That’s my first job.”  — Reuters

Iran must invest to avoid World Cup disappointment: Queiroz

LONDON: Frustrated by his past failures in
the Champions League, Chelsea manager
Antonio Conte has set his sights on a mis-
sion of redemption as he returns to the
competition after a four-year absence.
Conte still bears the scars from a snowy
night in Istanbul in 2013 when Juventus
suffered a shock defeat against Galatasaray
that sent the Italian giants crashing out of
Europe’s elite club competition.

That embarrassing exit remains Conte’s
last experience of the Champions League,
but he will  end that wait today when
Chelsea host Azerbaijan minnows Qarabag
in their Group C opener.

Having led Chelsea to the Premier
League title last season, the 48-year-old
would dearly love to bring the London club
their second Champions League crown. But
bitter experience will remind Conte to take
nothing for granted. In his first Champions
League campaign in 2012-13, Juventus
were pitted against Conte’s future employ-
ers Chelsea, as well as Shakhtar Donetsk
and Nordsjaelland.

Conte’s team won the group with an
unbeaten run of three wins and three
draws, including a 3-0 rout of holders
Chelsea in Italy and a 2-2 draw at Stamford
Bridge. The Bianconeri cruised past Celtic in
the last 16, with 3-0 and 2-0 victories dis-
patching the over-matched Scottish club.

But in the quarter-finals, Juventus found
themselves in deep water against Bayern
Munich. Although Conte’s well-drilled side
were peerless in Serie A-where they won
the title by nine points, Bayern taught them
a lesson in Europe.

Bayern won 2-0 at home and eased into
the semi-finals with another victory by the
same score in Turin. The following season,
Conte led Juventus to the Serie A for a third
successive season as the Turin giants
amassed a record total of 102 points.

Conte had created a potent mix by
adding Argentine forward Carlos Tevez and
Spanish striker Fernando Llorente to a
team bolstered by the emergence of Paul

Pogba. They won 33 of 38 league matches
and finished 17 points clear of second
placed Roma. But it was a far different sto-
ry in the Champions League, where what
should have been a fairly undemanded
group turned into a four-month horror sto-
ry for Conte. 

HUMILIATING 
Draws against Copenhagen and

Galatasaray in the first two matches put
Juve in trouble ahead of back to back
meetings with Real Madrid.

A Cristiano Ronaldo brace condemned
Juventus to a 2-1 defeat in Spain, while the
return in Turin produced a 2-2 draw that left
Conte on the brink of a humiliating early
exit. Arturo Vidal’s hat-trick inspired a 3-1
win over Copenhagen that set up a do or die
trip to Galatasaray, where a point would be
enough for Juve to advance. However, fate
conspired against Conte as the tie was at the
Ali Sami Yen Stadium was halted in the first
half with the score 0-0 as heavy snowfall
made playing conditions impossible.

Forced to play the rest of the match 24
hours later despite the poor condition of
the snow-damaged pitch, Juventus were
frozen out in the most miserable finale.

Just five minutes from achieving the
point they needed, Conte was plunged into
despair as Wesley Sneijer slotted in the
Galatasaray winner. Attempting to salvage
some pride in the Europa League-the sec-
ond tier competition they were consigned
to after that early exit, once again Conte’s
men underachieved.

They got past Trabzonspor, Fiorentina
and Lyon, but a semi-final defeat against
Benfica, 2-1 on aggregate, came with the
added sting of denying them a place in the
final which was to be played at their own
Turin stadium.

With Chelsea in good form in the
Premier League and key playmaker Eden
Hazard back from injury, Conte is keeping
his fingers crossed that Europe is kinder to
him this time. — AFP

LENNOXTOWN: Celtic’s Croatian defender Jozo Simunovic (C) takes part in a training session at their training centre in Lennoxtown, north of
Glasgow, yesterday on the eve of the UEFA Champions League group B football match between Celtic and Paris Saint-Germain. — AFP

Champions League returns with 

Real Madrid the team to beat

SOCCER

Haunted by Euro woes, 

Conte eyes redemption

MADRID: The Champions League group stage
starts this week with Real Madrid looking to win
Europe’s top club competition for a third straight
year, a feat not achieved since Bayern Munich in
the 1970s.

Here’s a look at the eight groups:

GROUP A (BENFICA, MANCHESTER 
UNITED, BASEL, CSKA MOSCOW)

Jose Mourinho can be happy with how
Manchester United’s return after a one-year
absence is shaping up, along with his own quest
to be the first person to coach three different
clubs to European glory. Benfica is a consistent
performer in the second tier of Europe’s elite;
Basel has been weakened by persistent sales of
top players since eliminating United in the 2011
groups; and CSKA Moscow finished last in its
group in each of the last four seasons - including
one that contained United in 2015.  After start-
ing the English Premier League with 10 points
from a possible 12, the three-time European
champion will begin as group favorite.

GROUP B (BAYERN MUNICH, PARIS 
SAINT-GERMAIN, ANDERLECHT, CELTIC)
Neymar made it his big goal to win the

Champions League with Paris Saint-Germain
after  securing his world-record transfer from
Barcelona for 222 million euros ($262 million) in
July. Advancing to the knockout stage should be
a formality for his new team, which also includes
teenage striker Kylian Mbappe in a new-look and
exciting forward line. Neymar’s first European
campaign with PSG will take him to five-time
champion Bayern, whose coach Carlo Ancelotti
used to manage the French club. Celtic is never
an easy team to visit, but the Scottish champi-
ons are likely to be fighting it out with
Anderlecht for third place.

GROUP C (CHELSEA, ATLETICO 
MADRID, ROMA, QARABAG)

Qarabag is the first Azerbaijani team to reach
this stage and its reward is one of the most com-

petitive groups. Atletico Madrid has reached the
final twice in the past three years, losing both
times to Real Madrid, while Chelsea - the 2012
European champion - is the current English
champion and has recovered after an uncom-
fortable start to the Premier League. Chelsea and
Atletico could be in negotiations over the next
few months regarding the sale of Diego Costa,
the Chelsea striker who has been estranged in
his native Brazil for much of the summer and
wants to join former club Atletico.

GROUP D (JUVENTUS, BARCELONA,
OLYMPIAKOS, SPORTING)

It will be a major surprise if Juventus and
Barcelona, European champions a combined
seven times, fail to qualify from the group. They
met in the 2015 final, with Barca’s prolific front
three of Neymar, Lionel Messi and Luis Suarez
inspiring a 3-1 win in Berlin. Neymar, of course, is
no longer around for Barca, with new signing
Ousmane Dembele replacing him. Juventus lost
last season’s final to Real Madrid and hasn’t won
the Champions League since 1996. Olympiakos
and Sporting are regular qualifiers but rarely
advance, with Sporting weakened by the recent
sale of midfielder Adrien Silva to Leicester.

GROUP E (SPARTAK MOSCOW, SEVILLA, 
LIVERPOOL, MARIBOR)

Five-time European champion Liverpool
came through the playoffs and gets a chance to
avenge its loss to Sevilla in the 2016 Europa
League final, which denied the English team a
place in last season’s Champions League.
Spartak, which won the Russian Premier League,
is in the group stage for the first time since 2012-
13, while Slovenian team Maribor is the big out-
sider in its third attempt to reach the knockout
stage. This will likely be considered the weakest
of the eight groups.

GROUP F (SHAKHTAR DONETSK, 
MANCHESTER CITY, NAPOLI, FEYENOORD)
Pep Guardiola’s Manchester City avoided

tougher options by being drawn into top-seed-
ed Shakhtar’s group. The Ukrainian champion is
always fighting against the disadvantage of not
playing a real home game in three years due to
the conflict involving pro-Russian separatists
around its home city. 

Still, Napoli was one of the more difficult
opponents for City from the third-seeded
teams and eased past Nice in the playoffs
round. Feyenoord returns to the group stage
after a 15-year absence and is likely to face a
steep learning curve.

GROUP G (MONACO, PORTO, 
BESIKTAS, LEIPZIG)

Monaco, last season’s surprise semifinalist, is
the top seed but has been hurt by the departure
of key players like Kylian Mbappe, Bernardo Silva
and Benjamin Mendy this summer. The French
team comes up against Porto in a rematch of the
2004 final won by the Portuguese team.  Leipzig
didn’t even exist then - the club was created in
2009 - and is a newcomer at this level. But the
Bundesliga runner-up was the team from the
fourth seeds that most of the continent’s heavy-
weights wanted to avoid. Monaco won its group
as a fourth-seeded team last season.

GROUP H (REAL MADRID, BORUSSIA 
DORTMUND, TOTTENHAM, APOEL)

Real Madrid has won the Champions League
three times in the past four years, and is looking
to become the first team since Bayern Munich
(1974-76) to be European champion in three
straight years. Madrid’s path to the knockout
stage may have been smoothed by its fierce
rival Barcelona, which weakened Borussia
Dortmund by signing Ousmane Dembele.
Tottenham will be hoping for better results at its
temporary home of Wembley Stadium, where
the English team lost two of its three group
games last season and hasn’t won either of its
Premier League games there this season. APOEL
famously reached the quarterfinals in 2012
against the odds. — AP

LONDON: Chelsea’s Italian head coach Antonio Conte (R), listens as Chelsea’s Head of
Communications Steve Atkins answers a question relating to Chelsea fan, during a
press conference at Chelsea’s Cobham training facility in Stoke D’Abernon, south-
west of London, yesterday, on the eve of their UEFA Champions League Group C foot-
ball match against FQ Qarabag. — AFP

SHANGHAI: Luiz Felipe Scolari’s Guangzhou
Evergrande must perform an AFC Champions
League miracle today if they are to overhaul a
4-0 deficit in their quarter-final home clash
with Shanghai SIPG.  Evergrande are streaking
away from their domestic rivals in the Chinese
Super League (CSL) but were embarrassed in
Shanghai three weeks ago when Andre Villas-
Boas’s side was rampant in the first leg.

Hulk scored from the spot and was a men-
ace throughout as the bustling Brazilian strik-
er made it seven goals in Asia’s premier club

competition this season. Wu Lei also hit a
quickfire brace against a Guangzhou side that
Scolari admitted afterwards had badly missed
key midfielder Paulinho, who swapped China
for Barcelona last month for 40 million euros
($48 million).  Muriqui, the Evergrande for-
ward who recently returned to the club
where he was a Champions League winner in
2013, said they need to believe they can pull
off the improbable.

“It will be hard to turn this match around,
but it is not impossible,” the 31-year-old
Brazilian was quoted as saying by the Asian
Football Confederation (AFC) website. “Coach
Scolari asked us to focus right from kick-off
until the final whistle and avoid repeating our
first-leg mistakes. If we do so, we still have a
chance.” Shanghai trail reigning champions
Guangzhou by eight points in the CSL, but
Villas-Boas appears to have worked out a way
to get the better of the seasoned Scolari in
cup competitions. Shanghai lead Evergrande
2-1 from the semi-final first leg in the Chinese
cup, with the return in southern China later
this month. But Villas-Boas warned his players
against complacency. “We have to be careful
because we are in an advantage in both legs
in both cups,” said the Portuguese, who like
Scolari is a former Chelsea manager, following
last month’s first-leg Champions League rout.
“But we will have two difficult games in
Guangzhou and Evergrande are a winning
team (two-time AFC Champions League win-
ners) so we will have to be at our best to get
through both competitions.”

The winners of the all-Chinese tie will play
either Urawa Reds or Kawasaki Frontale in the
semi-finals. The Japanese sides play tomor-
row with Kawasaki 3-1 up from the first leg at
home. — AFP

LONDON: Tottenham Hotspur striker Harry Kane
says the club are ready for another Premier League
title push after some quality late additions to the
squad. The London side had an underwhelming
start to the season, losing to Chelsea and drawing
against Burnley at their temporary Wembley home,
but they bounced back with an emphatic 3-0 win
against Everton at the weekend.

Tottenham’s quiet summer in the transfer mar-
ket was held against them by some but with
Davinson Sanchez, Serge Aurier and Fernando
Llorente arriving late, Kane feels they are back in
the hunt. “People might not talk about us but that
suits us. We will just get on with our job and we will
keep producing performances like this,” Kane said
after scoring twice at Goodison Park on Saturday.

“I wouldn’t say it’s disrespectful. What you have
had is teams spending money, buying big players
and big names. We have left it late in the transfer
market but we have got the players that we want-
ed and now we have got a good squad, a bulky
squad. “We play good football and we have been in
the title race for the last couple of years. Come the
business end in the second half of the season, we
are normally thereabouts fighting for the title.”

Kane, whose first goal against Everton was his
100th for Spurs, has won back-to-back golden boots
but is still waiting to lift his first trophy. — AFP

Scolari’s Evergrande chase 

Champions League miracle

GUANGZHOU: This file picture taken on
May 23, 2017 shows head coach of China’s
Guangzhou Evergrande Luiz Felipe Scolari
gesturing during the AFC Champions
League round of 16 football match against
Japan’s Kashima Antlers in Guangzhou, in
China’s Guangdong province. — AFP 

Kane says quality signings 

can fire Spurs title bid

LISBON: Benfica’s Brazilian forward Gabriel Gonzaga (3L) chats with countryman midfielder
Filipe Augusto (2L) during a training session the club’s training ground in Seixal, outskirts of
Lisbon, yesterday, on the eve of the UEFA Champions League footbal match SL Benfica vs
CSKA Moscow. — AFP
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PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain kick off their latest bid for
Champions League glory at Celtic today bolstered by
the big-money signings of Neymar and Kylian Mbappe.
The French giants will be hoping that their lavish close-
season spending can help finally achieve their Qatari
owners’ dream of lifting the European Cup.

PSG responded to last season’s disappointments of
losing the Ligue 1 title to Monaco and their stunning
Champions League last-16 defeat at Barcelona, by
smashing the world record transfer fee with the 222 mil-
lion-euro ($267m) signing of Neymar from Barca.

While Qatar’s billions produced four consecutive
French titles from 2013-2016, that form has yet to trans-
late to European competition. PSG’s last, and only,
Champions League semi-final appearance was in 1995,
with four straight last-eight exits followed by the har-
rowing 6-1 second-leg loss at the Camp Nou earlier this

year, having beaten Barca 4-0 in the first game.
But with the additions of Neymar and Mbappe,

hopes are high that Unai Emery’s men can put their con-
tinental troubles to bed. “We are more than ready for the
Champions League,” said defender Thomas Meunier
after a 5-1 thrashing of Metz on Friday. “We are a very
good group, we can see that on the bench today with all
the options we have.

“Every footballer plays for the Champions League,
and with the team we have this year, we must show the
world that we want to go further than in previous years.”
Teenage sensation Mbappe joined from Monaco on
deadline day on a season-long loan, with an option to
buy for a fee that could reach a staggering 180 million
euros. “It’s too early to say (how far we can go), we
haven’t even played yet,” said Mbappe, who scored on
his debut against Metz. “We have a good team and a lot

of confidence, but we know that there’s still a lot of work
to do. We’ll go to Glasgow to win and to start well.

“I’ve always said that the Champions League is a spe-
cial competition, it is the competition for the big players
and where we see the big players.”

‘SPECIAL NIGHT’ IN STORE 
PSG will have their European credentials tested by

what promises to be a spine-tingling atmosphere at
Parkhead, as Celtic look to cause an upset in Group B after
an underwhelming return to the Champions League
group stages last season. Brendan Rodgers’ men have
gone from strength to strength since the turn of the year,
and are unbeaten in their last 54 domestic matches.

“What we’ve learned from our first game of the
Champions League last year is that we’re not going to
be as passive,” said Rodgers. “They’re (PSG) a world away

from where we’re at in terms of finances but it’s going to
be an incredible night. “It ’s the first game of the
Champions League against one of the great teams now
of the competition, it will be another special night at
Celtic Park. “We’ll look forward to the challenge and we’ll
recover well and prepare well for it.”

PSG’s fellow wannabee members of the European
elite, Manchester City, came unstuck with a 3-3 draw at
Celtic Park last season, and the Scottish champions still
have the potential to be a danger on home turf.

While Celtic won the 1967 European Cup with a
15-man squad made purely of players born within 30
miles of their stadium, Paris have flung an expensive
net far and wide in an attempt to emulate the likes of
the ‘Lisbon Lions’. Over 50 years since Celtic’s finest
hour, PSG are fed up of waiting to dine at football’s
top table. — AFP

PSG ready to finally make Champions League mark

CARRINGTON: Manchester United manager Jose Mourinho, right, looks at his players during a training session in Carrington, Manchester,
England yesterday.  United are preparing for their Champions League group stage soccer match against Basel today. — AP

MANCHESTER: He has twice stunned Old
Trafford into silence on Champions League
nights, but as Manchester United make their
competition return, Jose Mourinho’s obligation
is to make the old stadium roar. In 2004 his Porto
side sensationally eliminated United in the
Champions League last 16 and in 2013 he
returned with Real Madrid to bring the curtain
down on Alex Ferguson’s European exploits in
the Old Trafford dug-out.  

The Champions League has always been the
competition in which Mourinho has defined
himself and he has already been talking up his
chances of surpassing Ferguson’s record as the
competition’s most experienced manager.  “I
know that I am in the top five or six. I’m quite far,
especially from the top one, but I will fight hard
to go for that record,” said Mourinho, who has
overseen 133 Champions League games to
Ferguson’s 194.  “Last season I lost a season in
the chase for this record (as United won the
Europa League), but Manchester United is where
Manchester United has to be and I’m really hap-
py with that.

“The Champions League night is a unique
experience for everyone. I have some players
without that great experience. “I think it will be
fabulous for them and the fans to be back in the
Champions League and to have the initial three

matches to be played at Old Trafford, I think is
fantastic.” The Old Trafford crowd’s first encounter
with their current manager in March 2004
exposed them to the full force of Mourinho the
provocateur.  He raced down the touchline, coat-
tails flapping behind him, when Costinha’s late
goal took Porto through at United’s expense,
before witheringly proclaiming that Ferguson’s
side “should be doing a lot better”.  Nine years lat-
er, the Mourinho who took his seat in the dugout
was an altogether more conciliatory figure.

He later claimed he already knew about
Ferguson’s impending retirement at that point
and his unusually diplomatic comments before
and after the game suggested a desire to ingrati-
ate himself with United’s fans and board.

SCORE TO SETTLE 
“The best team lost,” Mourinho said after a 2-1

win for Real Madrid in the last 16 that hinged on
a contentious red card shown to United winger
Nani for catching Alvaro Arbeloa with a high
boot. But rather than Mourinho leading United
into the next campaign, it was the hapless David
Moyes, who managed to steer the club to the
Champions League quarter-finals even as the
wheels fell off domestically.  United’s toils under
Moyes and then Louis van Gaal mean Old
Trafford has not staged a Champions League

knockout game since April 2014.  They rediscov-
ered the winning feeling in Europe under
Mourinho last season by triumphing in the
Europa League, but it is the Champions League
where both he and United feel they belong.

Mourinho, 54, dreams of becoming only the
third manager to win three European Cups, after
Bob Paisley and Carlo Ancelotti, and the first to
do so with three different clubs. But his stock in
the competition has dipped since his second
success with Inter Milan in 2010, the Portuguese
having failed to go beyond the semi-finals in his
three years at Madrid and two-and-a-half-year
second stint at Chelsea.  Both he and United also
have reason to be wary of their first Group A
opponents Basel, who visit Old Trafford today.  

Four years ago, the first Champions League
game of Mourinho’s second Chelsea tenure cul-
minated in a surprise 2-1 home defeat by the
Swiss club.  Chelsea, like United now, were the
defending Europa League champions.  Two years
previously, United crashed out of the Champions
League in the group phase after a 2-1 defeat at
Basel’s St Jakob-Park stadium that was com-
pounded by a gruesome knee injury sustained
by captain Nemanja Vidic. With Basel having
avoided defeat on their two previous visits to
Old Trafford in 2003 and 2011, Mourinho already
has a score to settle. — AFP

SOCCER

Mourinho and Man United 

seek return of old magic

BARCELONA: A 5-0 derby win, an assist for 105
million euro ($126 million) purchase Ousmane
Dembele on his debut and a four-point La Liga lead
over Real Madrid ought to have brought some
semblance of relief to Barcelona’s beleaguered
board. Yet, no sooner had the celebrations died
down from Luis Suarez’s finish from Dembele’s
cross in the final minute of Saturday’s thrashing of
Espanyol, than cries for president Josep Maria
Bartomeu to resign rang around the Camp Nou.

In the eyes of the fans, Bartomeu and his
cohorts deserve no reflected glory for the players’
performances as they have been in open conflict
with the dressing room during a chaotic summer
precipitated by Neymar’s departure for Paris Saint-
Germain. Juventus’ visit in the Champions League
today (1845GMT) could have offered the chance of
a new start and for revenge for last season’s quar-
ter-final defeat by the Italian champions. Instead,
the battle for control of the club between fans,
players and president rages on.

Even after Saturday’s rout, supporters formed
large queues to sign a vote of no confidence peti-
tion launched by a former presidential candidate
Agusti Benedito. For all Barca’s off-field problems,
on the pitch they can still rely on Lionel Messi to
iron out most difficulties. The five-time World
Player of the Year’s hat-trick at the weekend took
his tally for the season already to six. However,
Bartomeu’s handling of Messi’s future has become
another stick with which to beat the club’s board.

Barca announced an agreement with Messi,
whose current contract expires at the end of the
season, to extend his deal to 2021 back on July 5.
Yet, he has stil l  to put pen to paper despite
Bartomeu’s insistence the wait for Messi’s signature
is merely a matter of time.

INIESTA IRKED 
The club claim the case of captain Andres

Iniesta, whose deal also runs out next year, is the

same. Bartomeu told Catalan daily Mundo
Deportivo last week there was an agreement in
principle for the 33-year-old to renew, only for the
mild-mannered Iniesta to flatly refute that claim
less than 24 hours later.

The board’s decision to repeatedly attack and
even sue Neymar for breach of contract has also
backfired. The ink on a club statement outlining
their reasons for taking the Brazilian to court hadn’t
dried by the time a number of Barca’s leading play-
ers including Messi and Suarez posted pictures
online of them embracing their old teammate.

“This president is a joke,” Neymar replied on
social media site Instagram last week. The open

conflict between the players and board was most
clearly evidenced when Gerard Pique revealed the
players knew of Neymar’s intentions to leave as far
back as Messi’s wedding on June 30.

Senior board members claim to have not been
informed until days before Neymar’s departure on
August 2. Neymar’s world record 222 million euro
move sparked a wild goose chase in the final few
weeks of the transfer window at Barca.

Dozens of targets came and went with only
Dembele and Brazilian international Paulinho arriv-
ing for grossly inflated fees. A 5-1 Spanish Super
Cup aggregate thrashing by Real Madrid piled
more pressure on Bartomeu. — AFP

Battle for control of Barcelona 

overshadows Juventus reunion

VINOVO: Juventus’ midfielder Miralem Pjanic of Bosnia-Herzegovina (C) takes part in a training
session on the eve of the UEFA Champions League football match Barcelona vs Juventus yes-
terday in Vinovo, near Turin. — AFP

BERLIN: Bayern Munich chairman Karl-
Heinz Rummenigge has fired back at
Robert Lewandowski after the Poland hot-
shot criticised the Bavarian giants’ spend-
ing policy. Bayern crashed to a shock 2-0
defeat at Hoffenheim on Saturday which
left them sixth in the German league table-
their worst position after the first three
games since 2010/11.

The mood ahead of Tuesday ’s first
Champions League match at home to
Anderlecht was not helped by
Lewandowski telling magazine Der Spiegel
that Bayern should spend big to attract
more world-class players.

They set a new Bundesliga record in
June by signing France midfielder Corentin
Tolisso from Lyon for 41.5 million euros
($49.9m), but Lewandowski feels Bayern
risk being left behind by Europe’s top clubs.

Bayern’s president Uli Hoeness had
already described the 222 million euros
Paris Saint-Germain paid for Neymar, and
the signing of Kylian Mbappe in a deal
which could reach 180m euros, as “mad-
ness”.  So Rummenigge has taken
Lewandowski’s words as a thinly-veiled
attack on the club. “Apparently, Robert was
irritated by the Paris transfers,”
Rummenigge told German daily Bild. “He is
employed by us as a footballer, he earns a
lot of money and I regret his statements.”

Lewandowski is under contract until 2021
and Rummenigge has accused his agent
Maik Barthel of meddling in Bayern’s busi-
ness. When Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang
eclipsed Lewandowski to become the
Bundesliga’s top-scorer on the final day of
last season, Barthel accused Bayern’s coach
Carlo Ancelotti and players of not doing
enough to help him score.

HARMING COMMENTS 
“Unfortunately his adviser, Mr Barthel, is

often the ‘Spiritus Rector’ (guiding spirit)
and this was again the case,” said
Rummenigge. “The interview was deliber-
ately organised by FC Bayern and his own
comments harm Robert.”

Lewandowski said Bayern must spend
big if they are realistic about winning the
Champions League for the first time since
2013, but Rummenigge sees nothing
wrong with their spending policy.

“Robert does not need to worry, we
have a very good squad again this season,”
said Rummenigge. “We have a long-stand-
ing, serious and successful philosophy and
have achieved great success. “We have won
all national and international titles possible
over the past five years. “Let’s see if Paris
now wins the Champions League.

“They must at least now. Other people
have tried in vain to buy titles.”
Rummenigge says Bayern’s director of
sport Hasan Salihamidzic has talked to
Lewandowski about the interview, but
drew the line when asked if the striker will
be dropped for his comments.

“The coach must decide that, but I know
how to get players to see reason,” replied
Rummenigge. “If you publicly criticise the
coach, the club or the other players, you
will get stress with me personally.

“I am a fan of democracy and freedom
of opinion, but we are currently too smart
to yap on instead of focusing on football. “It
must not be harmful to the club. We need
to be more efficient and serious again.”

“It’s September, and I do not want to
hear anything from big games in April.
“Arrogance is not appropriate, the league
title is not in our lap.” — AFP

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE
Benfica v CSKA Moscow 21:45
beIN SPORTS HD 8
beIN SPORTS MAX 9 FR

Bayern Munich v RSC Anderlecht 21:45
beIN SPORTS HD 5
beIN SPORTS MAX 5 FR

FC Barcelona v Juventus FC 21:145
beIN SPORTS HD 1
beIN SPORTS 3 FR

Chelsea FC v Qarabag Agdam FK21:45
beIN SPORTS HD 6
beIN SPORTS MAX 7 FR

Olympiacos CFP v Sporting CP 21:45
beIN SPORTS HD 7
beIN SPORTS MAX 8 FR

Man United v FC Basel 1893 21:45
beIN SPORTS HD 3
beIN SPORTS MAX 6 FR

Celtic v Paris Saint 21:45
beIN SPORTS HD 2
beIN SPORTS HD 1 FR

AS Roma v Atletico de Madrid 21:45
beIN SPORTS HD 4
beIN SPORTS MAX 4 FR

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

MUNICH: From left, Bayern’s Javi Martinez, Thiago, James Rodriguez and Robert
Lewandowski attend a training session in Munich, Germany, yesterday. Munich will face
RSC Anderlecht today for a Champions League group B first leg soccer match. — AP

Bayern boss fires 

back at Lewandowski

ROME: A whole new challenge awaits former
AS Roma legend Francesco Totti as the Serie A
club return to the Champions League group
stage today against Atletico Madrid. The 40-
year-old former player will swap his Roma
shirt for a suit as he assumes the mantle of a
director of the Serie A club.

As a player Totti helped Roma to a
Scudetto, won a World Cup with Italy and
won a European Golden Shoe.  Totti played
786 matches for his hometown club after
joining as a schoolboy in 1989, scoring a club-
record 307 goals, and won the 2006 World
Cup with Italy.

He retired from international football after
Germany 2006 to devote all his energies to
his beloved club. After retiring as a club play-
er in May he stepped into a role as technical
director. “The first part (of my life) — being a
footballer-is over and now another, equally

important one as a director begins, and I
hope that I will be able to do what I did on
the field,” Totti told Roma’s website at the
time. “Football is my passion; it’s everything.
It’s friendship, scoring goals, knowing new
people. It’s something which touched every
important part of my body.”

As Totti prepares for his new career he
concedes it is still difficult for him to accept
his playing days are now behind him. The for-
mer attacking midfielder played his final
game after 24 years amid emotional scenes
with the capital-city side in a 3-2 win against
Genoa in May. “The football field has given me
a lot and I tried to give a lot to these people,
who showed me so much love day after day. “I
start over again, on a new adventure.”

“I expect a rosy, beautiful future. I’ll pick
a perfect role so that I am able to make this
a great team and a great club.” — AFP

New challenge awaits for 

former Roma legend Totti 
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NEW YORK: Kevin Anderson of South Africa and Rafael Nadal of Spain pose with USTA President Katrina Adams during the trophy ceremony after their Men’s Singles Finals match on Day Fourteen of the 2017 US Open at the
USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center on Sunday in the Flushing neighborhood of the Queens borough of New York City. — AFP

NEW YORK: Rafael Nadal against Kevin Anderson in the
US Open final shaped up as quite a mismatch - and
that’s exactly what it was. His game at a high level at the
end of an unusually easy path through a Grand Slam
field, Nadal overwhelmed first-time major finalist
Anderson 6-3, 6-3, 6-4 on Sunday to win his third cham-
pionship at Flushing Meadows.

It is the No. 1-ranked Nadal’s second Grand Slam title
of the year and 16th overall. Among men, only Roger
Federer has more, with 19. Each of those two longtime
rivals won two of the four majors in 2017, marking a
return of both to the heights of their sport.

Not only didn’t an injury-hampered Nadal win a
Grand Slam tournament in 2015 or 2016 - his first such
shutouts since 2004, when he was still a teenager - but
he didn’t even make it to a final in that span. Seems safe
to say that, at age 31, he is once again the Nadal of old.

“Personally, it’s just unbelievable what happened this
year,” Nadal said, “after a couple of years with some trou-
bles, injuries, some moments playing not good.” At No.
32, Anderson was the lowest-ranked US Open men’s
finalist since the ATP computer rankings began in 1973.
The 31-year-old South African never had been past the
quarterfinals at any major tournament in 33 previous

appearances, so when he won his semifinal on Friday,
he climbed into the stands to celebrate.

There would be no such joy for him on this day.
Nadal simply dominated every facet of the 21/2-hour
final. “I know we’re the same age, but I feel like I’ve been
watching you my whole life,” said Anderson, who is less
than a month older than Nadal. “You really have been
an idol of mine. And it’s tough playing you. You proved
it again tonight.”

Nadal added to his US Open triumphs in 2010 and
2013 and improved to 16-7 in Grand Slam finals. For the
first time since 2013, he appeared in three in a single
season, losing to Federer at the Australian Open in
January, then beating Stan Wawrinka for his record 10th
French Open trophy in June.

BIG VICTORIES
Nadal’s career haul also includes two trophies from

Wimbledon and one from the Australian Open. All of his
big victories have come while being coached by his
uncle, Toni, who is now stepping aside. The US Open
was the last Grand Slam event of their partnership.

Not since Pete Sampras at Wimbledon in 2000 had a
man won a Slam tournament without facing any oppo-

nents ranked in the top 20. In New York this time, the
bracket was weakened by the injury withdrawals of
three of the top five men: past champions Andy Murray,
Novak Djokovic and Wawrinka.

Plus, Nadal did not need to deal with Federer: The
potential for a semifinal, which would have been their
first US Open meeting, was dashed when Juan Martin
del Potro eliminated Federer in the quarterfinals. Nadal
then beat del Potro , the 2009 champion but now
ranked 28th, in the semis.

Much like Nadal’s 6-2, 6-3, 6-1 win against Wawrinka
at Roland Garros, the only beauty of this match was not
in its competitiveness - not by a long shot - but in an
appreciation for one participant’s absolute superiority.
Forehands whipped up the line. Two-handed back-
hands ripped cross-court with ferocity. The spinning,
back-to-the-net returns of serves that darted in at him
at more than 130 mph (210 kph) and helped him break
Anderson four times.

He even came up with some terrific volleys, winning
the point on all 16 of his trips to the net.  Anderson,
meanwhile, finished 16 for 34 in that category. Another
difference-maker: Nadal never faced a break point,
although that was more a reflection of his talent once

the ball was in play than any particularly dominant serv-
ing. With Nadal standing way back to receive serves,
nearly backing into the line judges, he neutralized
Anderson’s most effective skill. Anderson came in hav-
ing won 103 of 108 service games across six matches,
but Nadal accumulated break points at will from the
get-go - two in a six-deuce game at 1-all, another two in
a five-deuce game at 2-all.

Anderson began trying to end points quickly with a
volley. Two problems with that: Anderson is not usually
a serve-and-volleyer and so is no expert at that tactic;
Nadal is superb at summoning passing shots at extreme
speeds and angles, especially when facing the sort of
target provided by the 6-foot-8 (2.03-meter) Anderson,
the tallest Grand Slam finalist in history.

It was only a matter of time until Nadal capitalized on
a chance. Anderson let him do just that at 3-all, 30-all,
double-faulting to offer up Nadal’s fifth break point of
the match, then badly pushing a cross-court forehand
wide. That only made the score 4-3 , but the statistics
were telling: Anderson had 21 unforced errors, Nadal
just four. A pattern had been established. When Nadal
broke to lead 4-2 in the second set , that was pretty
much that. —  AP

Nadal wins US Open for 16th major title

LONDON: The impatience and short-term thinking
in modern-day soccer was highlighted yesterday-
when Frank de Boer was fired by Crystal Palace
only four Premier League games into his task of
changing the ingrained playing style of the English
team.

Hours after Palace chairman Steve Parish called
for “some sense” regarding the speculation sur-
rounding De Boer’s position, the club’s board
decided to end the Dutchman’s 77-day stint in
charge and thanked him for his “dedication and
hard work.”

Palace has lost all four of its league matches
under De Boer, without even scoring a goal. 

The last team to make such a start in England’s
top flight was Preston in 1924. Still, it was undeni-
able that De Boer needed time to implement a
more expansive and entertaining style of play
requested by the club’s hierarchy, which is a giant
leap from the pragmatism, directness and counter-
attacking favored by two of Palace’s three most
recent managers - Sam Allardyce and Tony Pulis.

In terms of games played, De Boer’s tenure is
the shortest of any permanent manager in Premier
League history.

Palace lost to Huddersfield, Liverpool and
Swansea before the international break, and then
1-0 to Burnley on Sunday despite an improved dis-
play at Turf Moor which showed that De Boer’s
methods might be starting to take effect. De Boer
spoke after the game of having “hope for the

future,” but he won’t be part of it. British  media
reported that former England coach Roy Hodgson,
who is 70, was in line to take over at a club where
he was a youth-team player in the 1960s.

While De Boer was gaining plenty of sympathy
for his plight, critics of the decision to fire him
placed the blame on those who hired him in the
first place. Why ask a manager to implement a new
playing approach and not give him a decent
opportunity to see the change through, especially
after only one transfer window when De Boer was
unable to bring in the kind of attacking players to
suit the new style?

“You try to ask a bit of time for your work,”
Chelsea manager Antonio Conte said yesterday,
when asked about Palace’s decision. “To finish this
experience after only four games, I’m sorry for him.”
De Boer was in charge of Inter Milan in his previous
job for just 84 days before being fired early last sea-
son. He didn’t even last that long in his first foray
into English soccer.

As a former player and coach at Ajax and also a
former Barcelona player, De Boer is wedded to a
philosophy of possession and fluidity generally
favored by the Dutch. It got results at Ajax - he won
four straight league titles - but he has found it diffi-
cult to transfer that abroad.

Facing yet another fight to avoid relegation
from the world’s richest league, Palace seems des-
tined to lurch back to survival mode. That likely
means regressing to the style of play that Allardyce

and Pulis developed, namely being more obdurate
at the back and hitting teams on the break.

The well-travelled Hodgson does not have a
definitive preferred playing style, although his time
with England from 2012-16 was marred by dull
and cautious performances at major tournaments.
He hasn’t coached since leaving the England job
after the country’s elimination by Iceland at last
year’s European Championship, and his last job as
a club manager was at West Bromwich Albion from
2011-12. — AP

Frank de Boer 

De Boer fired by impatient 

Palace after only 4 games
LONDON: Britain’s Anthony Joshua said
yesterday he is looking forward to show-
casing the lessons he learned from his
stunning win over Wladimir Klitschko
when he puts his world heavyweight
title on the line.

Joshua, 27, will face his IBF mandato-
ry challenger Kubrat Pulev of Bulgaria
under a closed roof at Cardiff ’s
Principality Stadium on October 28 after
his hopes of a Las Vegas rematch with
Klitschko were ended by the Ukrainian’s
retirement.

Joshua won the brutal Wembley clash
in April by an 11th-round stoppage after
being knocked down earlier in the fight.
He has won all of his 19 bouts to date
but he still intends to draw on that mem-
orable contest as he builds towards an
expected US debut next year.

“What I went through in my last fight
was a new experience,” he told reporters
in Cardiff. “I want to show what I have
learned from that. “It is about finesse and
outclassing your opponents but if I need
to go to war, I will go to war.”

“I’m prepared to go into the trenches,”
he added. “But sometimes I can be smart
and wise and take an opponent out

without taking too much punishment.”
Pulev, 36, lost his only previous world
title fight to Klitschko inside five rounds
in November 2014.

Joshua, who is also the WBA heavy-
weight champion, says he is taking
nothing for granted ahead of the
fourth defence of his IBF title. “I
learned that sometimes you can watch
a million videos of your opponent and
prepare for something,” Joshua said at
the first press conference to promote
the Pulev fight.

“But it is always different when you
step into the ring. I always prepare for
an improved fighter from what I have
seen on video.” Pulev (25-1) said
Joshua should be wary of streetfight-
ing skills he learned in his native Sofia.

“It is not just the ring where I am
experienced,” Pulev said. “I have experi-
ence on the streets as well, which is
another advantage.” Asked if they were
frightening experiences, Pulev replied:
“Maybe for my opponents, yes, it was
very scary, but for me it was OK.
“Personally, as a man, I love challenges.
That’s what makes me very happy.  It
makes me alive.” — AFP

Hardened Joshua ready 

for Pulev challenge
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SEOUL: IMF managing director Christine Lagarde (center) leaves after a press conference as she wraps up her trip to South Korea in Seoul yesterday. The IMF chief warned that ageing populations in key Asian economies will drag on their
growth, urging policymakers to step up their response to shifting demographics. — AFP

MADRID: Spain’s data protection
watchdog said yesterday it has
slapped Facebook with a fine of 1.2
million euros ($1.44 million) for failing
to prevent its users’ data being
accessed by advertisers. Facebook has
collected personal data from its users
in Spain without obtaining their
“unequivocal consent” and without
informing them how such information
would be used, the Spanish Data
Protection Agency said in a statement.
“Facebook collects data on ideology,
sex, religious beliefs, personal tastes or
navigation without clearly informing
about the use and purpose that it will
give them,” the statement said.

The watchdog said Facebook’s pri-
vacy policy “contains generic and
unclear terms” and it “does not ade-
quately collect the consent of either its
users or nonusers, which constitutes a
serious infringement” of data protec-
tion rules.

The agency said Facebook did not
remove the personal data which it col-
lects from its data base even when a
user requests this. It said it fined the
company 600,000 euros for a very seri-
ous violation of the country’s data pro-

tection rules and 300,000 euros each
for two serious violations.

The 1.2-million-euro fine is small in
the context of the company which
posted advertising revenues of $9.2
billion in the second quarter, mainly
from mobile video ad sales. Facebook
said in a statement that it “respectful-
ly” disagreed with the watchdog’s rul-
ing, which it intended to appeal. “As
we made clear to the data protection
agency, users choose which informa-
tion they want to add to their profile
and share with others, such as their
religion. However, we do not use this
information to target adverts to peo-
ple,” it said.

This is the latest in a series of legal
problems that have beset the social
networking giant in Europe in recent
years. France’s data protection agency
in May fined Facebook 150,000 euros
for failing to prevent its users’ data
being accessed by advertisers follow-
ing a two-year investigation.

It said at the time that Facebook
had built up “a massive compilation of
personal data of internet users in order
to display targeted advertising”. Last
year France’s data watchdog had given

Facebook a deadline last year to stop
tracking non-users’ web activity with-
out their consent and ordered the
social network to cease some transfers
of personal data to the United States.

Belgian, German, and Dutch gov-
ernments are also looking into how
Facebook holds and uses data pertain-
ing to their citizens, according to
Spain’s data protection agency. The
European Commission in May fined
Facebook 110 million euros for provid-
ing incorrect and misleading informa-
tion during a vetting of its deal to
acquire messaging service WhatsApp
in 2014.

Facebook’s social network, now
with 2.01 billion monthly active users,
is steadily driving sales at a faster pace
than other technology giants. The
company said it was working with the
Irish data protection authority in
Dublin, where its European headquar-
ters are located, to prepare for the
entry into force of a new European
Union data protection law.

Under this law companies could
be fined up to 4.0 percent of their
global turnover if they fall foul of
the regulations — AFP

Facebook fined $1.44m by Spanish watchdog 

Networking giant’s privacy policy ‘contains generic and unclear terms’ 

This file photo shows a computer screen displaying the Facebook webpage with the new “Reactions” options as an
extension of the “like” button, to give people more ways to easily signal how they feel. Facebook was fined 1.2 million
euros yesterday by a Spanish data watchdog. — AFP

KUWAIT: The officials of Kuwait Authority for Partnership Projects and NBK Capital during the signing
ceremony.  — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Authority for Partnership Projects
(KAPP) said NBK Capital would manage a 50 percent offer-
ing of Shamal Azzour Al-Oula’s shares to the public,
expected in first quarter of 2018. Shamal Azzour Al-Oula,
Kuwait’s first and only independent power and water
plant, is planning to list on Boursa Kuwait exchange once
the shares have been distributed, a statement by KAPP
said yesterday.

It is the first company to be launched in the framework
of Kuwait’s Public-Private Partnership (PPP) Law, which
requires the state to offer 50 percent of total ownership to
Kuwaiti nationals via an Initial Public Offering (IPO). The
PPP Law is part of a government policy to help Kuwaiti
nationals to benefit from mega projects and to give the
private sector a larger role in contributing to the growth of

the national non-oil economy.
In addition to the 50 percent stake in the company held

by Kuwaiti nationals, the government currently owns 10
percent. The remaining 40 percent is held by the operators
of the plant, a private consortium comprising ENGIE (for-
merly GDF SUEZ), Sumitomo Corporation, and AH Al-Sagar
and Brothers. The plant commenced full commercial oper-
ation in November 2016 and currently constitutes some
10 percent of Kuwait’s power output and around 20 per-
cent of its desalinated water capacity. KAPP Director
General Mutlaq Al-Sane’a described the project as a “testa-
ment to the government’s will to create real investment
opportunities for Kuwaiti citizens.” He also noted its signifi-
cance to “empowering (the) private sector to lead the
growth of the economy.”  — KUNA 

Shamal Azzour shares

available in Q1 2018 
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EXCHANGE RATES

Al-Muzaini Exchange Co.

ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.798
Indian Rupees 4.731
Pakistani Rupees 2.864
Srilankan Rupees 1.973
Nepali Rupees 2.958
Singapore Dollar 226.030
Hongkong Dollar 38.563
Bangladesh Taka 3.720
Philippine Peso 5.948
Thai Baht 9.133

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 80.520
Qatari Riyal 82.933
Omani Riyal 784.174
Bahraini Dinar 801.780
UAE Dirham 82.210

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 20.300
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 17.021
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.212
Tunisian Dinar 126.260
Jordanian Dinar 426.080
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.012
Syrian Lira 0.000
Morocco Dirham 32.942

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 301.750
Euro 365.570
Sterling Pound 400.720
Canadian dollar 250.310
Turkish lira 89.140
Swiss Franc 321.700
Australian Dollar 245.930
US Dollar Buying 300.550

GOLD
20 Gram 249.070
10 Gram 127.450
5 Gram 64.570

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

Rate for Transfr Selling Rate
US Dollar 301.850
Canadian Dollar 242.005
Sterling Pound 391.785
Euro 362.965
Swiss Frank 290.125
Bahrain Dinar 801.135
UAE Dirhams 82.575
Qatari Riyals 83.395
Saudi Riyals 81.350
Jordanian Dinar 427.020
Egyptian Pound 17.104
Sri Lankan Rupees 1.975
Indian Rupees 4.723
Pakistani Rupees 2.870
Bangladesh Taka 3.736
Philippines Pesso 5.901
Cyprus pound 17.963
Japanese Yen 3.745
Syrian Pound 1.585
Nepalese Rupees 2.957
Malaysian Ringgit 71.600
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 46.315
Thai Bhat 10.075
Turkish Lira 87.880
Turkish Lira 87.880

Swiss Franc 0.311119 0.322119

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.234466 0.246466
New Zealand Dollar 0.212219 0.221719

America
Canadian Dollar 0.242993 0.251993
US Dollars 0.297800 0.302220
US Dollars Mint 0.298300 0.302220

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003235 0.003819
Chinese Yuan 0.044946 0.048446
Hong Kong Dollar 0.036715 0.039465
Indian Rupee 0.004223 0.004911
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000018 0.000024
Japanese Yen 0.002706 0.002886
Korean Won 0.000258 0.000271
Malaysian Ringgit 0.068230 0.074230
Nepalese Rupee 0.003012 0.003182
Pakistan Rupee 0.002714 0.003004
Philippine Peso 0.005839 0.006139
Singapore Dollar 0.219692 0.229692
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001621 0.002201
Taiwan 0.009974 0.010154
Thai Baht 0.008779 0.009329

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.793910 0.802410
Egyptian Pound 0.014607 0.020515
Iranian Riyal 0.000084 0.000085
Iraqi Dinar 0.000192 0.000252
Jordanian Dinar 0.421198 0.430198
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000155 0.000255
Moroccan Dirhams 0.020918 0.044918
Omani Riyal 0.777736 0.783416
Qatar Riyal 0.078635 0.083575
Saudi Riyal 0.079420 0.080720
Syrian Pound 0.001279 0.001499
Tunisian Dinar 0.121555 0.129555
Turkish Lira 0.083444 0.093744
UAE Dirhams 0.080771 0.082471
Yemeni Riyal 0.000981 0.001061

CURRENCY BUY SELL
Europe

British Pound 0.390831 0.400831
Czech Korune 0.005897 0.017897
Danish Krone 0.044724 0.049724
Euro 0. 356771 0.365771
Georgian Lari 0.134464 0.134464
Norwegian Krone 0.0.34926 0.040126
Romanian Leu 0.081405 0.081405
Russian ruble 0.005275 0.005275
Slovakia 0.008983 0.018983
Swedish Krona 0.033958 0.038958

KUWAIT: Marmore MENA Intelligence, a
subsidiary of Kuwait Financial Centre
“Markaz”, recently released a report titled
‘Demographics & Kuwait Banking’, analyz-
ing the impact of evolving demographics
on Kuwait Banking.

The report stated that it is always a
challenge to link a slow moving big factor
like demographics to the fortune of a par-
ticular industry. However, if there is one
sector that will be visibly impacted in the
medium to long-term, it is the banking
sector. Mega trends like demographics
will affect product ideas and uptake. The
objective of this report is to highlight
some of the prominent demographic fac-
tors that are at play in Kuwait and how it
impacts the Banking industry. This report
also discusses how the banking industry
can use these evolving demographics for
the development of the products, servic-

es and marketing channels. Age, income,
ethnicity, gender, level of education, etc,
are all valuable pieces of information for a
bank to consider when developing new
products, creating marketing campaigns
or deciding on the distribution channel.
Banking penetration levels, gender-wise
exposure to the system, type of employ-
ment are other key data points that are
covered in the report which provide
insights into the sector. 

Based on the demographic character-
istics of different age groups, it is evident
that the financial priorities, usage of tech-
nology and factors influencing the finan-
cial decision vary across the generation.

Banks would need to tailor their banking
products and the communication chan-
nels to meet these varied requirements.

Kuwait’s banking infrastructure is well
developed compared to most of its
regional peers. However, there are several
avenues, such as credit cards, mortgage
and fewer women being part of the
financial system compared to men which
would require banks’ focus. Banks should
also develop attractive savings and
investment products aimed at the large
expat population which form a major
part of the workforce. 

With the ongoing debate of imposing
additional taxes on expatriates, it is
imperative that banks foster attractive
products, which would encourage them
to invest or save their money within
Kuwait rather than sending them to their
home country.

Decoding the change
Apart from the influence of the demo-

graphics, decoding the change in banking
behavior in response to the critical vari-
ables - oil price, interest rate & geopolitical
risks are important. These variables largely
influence the savings, credit and invest-
ments behavior of the consumers. The
report analyses potential scenarios and the
products that could necessitate the open-
ing up of new opportunities for the sector.

Along with the changing demograph-
ics, the banking industry is also facing a
fast-paced evolution in the technology and
customer behavior, making its current oper-
ating business models less effective. New
banking business models will be needed to
serve both the aging, and increasingly tech
savvy youth demographic. The emergence
of the Fintech companies cannot be under-
mined and do-nothing response would be

self-destructive to the banks. The tech-savvy
millennials are likely to prefer these alterna-
tive-banking options to the conventional
ones. Banks can look to synergize with the
Fintech players, or develop similar in-house
alternatives or acquire Fintech players in
order to avoid the loss of business.
Additionally, since digital banking is going
to be the way forward, the banks also need
to prepare themselves for the cyber assault
threats. It is without doubt that a thorough
demographic analysis on banking cus-
tomers could provide strategic ideas for the
future of banking industry.

Established in 2010, Marmore is a
research subsidiary of Markaz, an
Investment Bank and Asset Management
Company with more than 40 years of expe-
rience. Marmore caters to the growing
research and information needs of organ-
izations in the MENA region. 

Impact of evolving demographics on Kuwait banking

LONDON: Germany’s benchmark 10-year
bond yield pulled further away from
recent 2-1/2 month lows yesterday, as
unease about an unwinding of ECB stim-
ulus and relief that North Korea did not
conduct another missile test at the week-
end hurt safe-haven assets.

European Central Bank policy will
remain accommodative for longer than in
previous cases of demand shock, likely
limiting the negative impact of the euro’s
appreciation, ECB Executive Board mem-
ber Benoit Coeure said yesterday. Those
comments briefly pushed bond yields
across the bloc lower but the impact
proved fleeting.

Analysts said Friday’s report from
Reuters that ECB officials generally agree
their next move would be to cut bond
purchases, and have discussed four
options, highlighted that a tapering of
stimulus is on the way and tempered
demand for bonds. “On Thursday there
was a lot of relief that the ECB would stick
to its expansionary stance, but latest
comments suggest there is an ongoing
discussion and that there are several
council members in favour of a less
expansionary stance,” said DZ Bank
strategist Daniel Lenz, referring to last
week’s ECB meeting.

“We learnt the buying volume could
be lower than previous market expecta-
tions.” Options being considered, accord-
ing to Friday’s report, include cutting

monthly asset purchases from the current
60 billion euros to 20 or 40 billion from
the start of 2018, with the scheme run-
ning for another six or nine months.

Germany’s Bund yield rose 1.5 basis
points to 0.33 percent, up 4 bps from 2-
1/2 month lows hit on Friday. It briefly hit
session lows around 0.32 percent after
Coeure’s comments. Two-year German
bond yields also pulled back from last
week’s 4-1/2 month lows to trade a tad
higher at minus 0.78 percent.

“The bond market has now got to a
certain level where it needs new informa-
tion before acting,” said Orlando Green,
European fixed income strategist at
Credit Agricole. “There wasn’t anything
really new in Coeure’s comments.”
Demand for safe-haven assets generally
also took a knock as the weekend passed
with no further missile tests from North
Korea when it celebrated its founding
anniversary and powerful storm Irma
weakened.

Irma has caused a number of deaths
and knocked out electricity to 3 million
homes and businesses on its way up the
Florida coast, raising concerns about
impact on the US economy. Southern
European bonds markets drew some
comfort from a pickup in risk appetite
globally.

Portuguese and Italian bond yields
were down about 1.5 bps each, having
risen sharply on Friday. — Reuters 

German bond yields back 
away from recent lows 
as ECB unease lingers

KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) main-
tained its listing in The World’s 50 Safest Banks
list by Global Finance for the 12th consecutive
time; topping international financial heavy-
weights. NBK is the only Kuwaiti bank in Global
Finance’s list.

According to the new ranking, NBK has
moved up 8 positions ranking 41st on Global
Finance’s list of the World’s 50 Safest Banks for
2017 and placed 2nd in the Middle East regional
list. This recognition demonstrates NBK’s excep-
tionally strong ratings, successful strategy, high
standards and rigorous risk management disci-
pline and governance.

Global Finance rankings are based on collec-
tive long-term credit ratings from Moody’s,
Standard & Poor’s and Fitch Ratings in addition
to the total assets of the 500 largest banks
worldwide. Global Finance’s listings have been
well-recognized and trusted standards for the
creditworthiness of financial institutions for
more than 20 years.

“The Safest Banks ranking for 2017 demon-

strate the ongoing effects of global political
uncertainty and the ripple effects that country-
level shakeups can have more broadly on their
regions-and even, in the case of larger, global
banks, across the world. While national leaders
wrestle with country-first politics and relations
with their neighbors and trading partners, our
ranking provides a consistent metric by which
clients can compare the stability and security of
banks wherever they do business in the world,”
said Global Finance in its press release.

NBK continues to enjoy one of the highest
credit ratings in the MENA region and interna-
tionally, with ratings of Aa3 from Moody’s, A+

from Standard & Poor’s and AA- from Fitch, all
ratings carry a stable outlook. The Bank’s ratings
are supported by NBK’s conservative strategy,
strong capitalization & asset quality, prudent
lending policies, wise risk management and a
highly stable management team.

NBK enjoys the widest banking presence
with an international presence spans many of
the world’s leading financial centers including
London, Paris,  Geneva,  New York and
Singapore,  as well  as China (Shanghai) .
Meanwhile,  regional coverage extends to
Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, Egypt, Bahrain, Saudi
Arabia, the UAE and Turkey. 

BAHRAIN EXCHANGE COMPANY WLL

NBK only Kuwaiti bank among 
world’s 50 safest banks in 2017 

Bank moves up 8 positions to rank 41st in list

BEIJING: China should reconsider its
decision to suspend imports of some
types of cheese, the European Union
Chamber of Commerce in China said yes-
terday. “European cheese has been
imported into China for decades without
any safety issues resulting,” the chamber
said in a statement. Chinese customs
officials have moved in recent weeks to
ban various mould-ripened cheeses
including Camembert,  Brie and
Roquefort. 

These types contain cultures that are
traditionally used in cheese production
in Europe.  The chamber said efforts had
already been underway to revise the
National Food Safety Standard regarding
cheese.  “(We) have been working closely
with the relevant Chinese authorities on
the revision of these standards for more
than two years,” it said.  It is unclear why
the ban was put into place before new
standards were announced. 

“While it adjusts its regulatory frame-
work for cultures in the long run, in the
short term we hope that China’s compe-
tent authorities will allow the continued
import of European cheese,” the state-
ment quoted Dr. Lin Huipeng, chair of
the cheese industry desk at the
European chamber, as saying. 

China has seen a series of scandals
over food safety but Western products
are widely seen as made to higher stan-
dards. Dairy products are not a typical
part of a Chinese diet, but in recent years
cheeses such as mozzarella have
become popular as more Chinese hanker
after Western dishes such as pizza. 

Strongly flavored mould-ripened
cheese is usually only available at restau-
rants and markets that cater to foreign-
ers.  Foreign business owners in Beijing
told AFP they have not been able to get
cheese orders through customs for sev-
eral weeks. —AFP 

BANGALORE: An Indian laborer unloads bags of produce at a wholesale shop at the Agriculture Produce Marketing Committee (APMC) Market
in Bangalore yesterday. India’s Union finance ministry has said grains sold under non-registered or non-trademarked brands will not be subject
to a five percent levy under the country’s new general sales tax. — AFP

EU union chamber urges 
China to lift cheese ban
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NEW YORK: Wall Street was sharply higher yes-
terday morning in a broad rally led by technolo-
gy and financial stocks, especially insurers, on
relief that Irma weakened to a tropical storm and
North Korea did not conduct a nuclear test as
feared. Irma pounded heavily populated areas of
central Florida over the weekend, but gradually
lost strength and was downgraded to a tropical
storm in the morning.

Irma had started off a category 5 hurricane
and was once ranked as one of the most power-
ful recorded in the Atlantic. It came on the heels
of Hurricane Harvey, whose devastations econo-
mists said would dent third-quarter economic
growth. Also boosting risk appetite was North

Korea holding a massive celebration on its
founding day on Saturday, instead of another
long-range missile launch as the United States
and its allies were bracing for. With the tensions
easing, world stocks climbed to a record high,
while the dollar edged higher and gold retreat-
ed from Friday’s 13-month high.

“For now, we’re seeing a bit of a relief rally. It
does appear that the worst-case scenario for
Florida has been evaded,” said Peter Cardillo,
chief market economist at First Standard
Financial in New York.

At 9:37 am ET (1337 GMT), the Dow Jones
Industrial Average was up 172.84 points, or 0.79
percent, at 21,970.63 and the S&P 500 was up

17.64 points, or 0.72 percent, at 2,479.07.
The Nasdaq Composite was up 63.32 points,

or 1 percent, at 6,423.51. “However, a big ques-
tion remains on the sanctions from the United
Nations ... you just have to wait and see the reac-
tion from North Korea,” Cardillo said.

The UN Security Council is set to vote yester-
day on a watered-down US-drafted resolution to
impose new sanctions on North Korea over its
latest nuclear test, diplomats said. All the 11
major S&P indexes were higher, with the tech-
nology and the financial sectors’ more than 1
percent rise leading the gainers.

Shares of insurers, which had been under
pressure after the back-to-back natural disasters,

gained. Allstate and Chubb were up about
3 percent. Travelers jumped about 3.5 per-
cent, leading the Dow higher. Florida insur-
ers gained more. Universal Insurance
Holdings , Heritage Insurance and HCI
Group all surged about 15 percent. Apple
rose 1.5 percent to $161.07, giving the
biggest boost to the S&P and the Nasdaq, a
day ahead of the expected launch of its
new iPhone.

A host of biotech stocks were also high-
er after reporting positive news on their
drug developments. Among them, Marinus
Pharma surged about 56 percent and Idera
Pharma gained about 16 percent. Also
boosting pharma stocks was Teva, which
jumped 13 percent after naming a new
chief executive. Advancing issues outnum-
bered decliners on the NYSE by 2,212 to
385.  On the Nasdaq, 1,956 issues rose and
496 fell.     

“Markets have started the week in a pos-
itive fashion, with risk assets firmly in the
driving seat at the expense of the com-
monly perceived havens such as gold,
treasuries (US government bonds), and the
yen,” said Joshua Mahony, market analyst
at IG traders.  

Asian stock markets pushed higher as
traders breathed a sigh of relief that
Pyongyang did not fire another missile on
Saturday, choosing instead to mark its
foundation day with a parade.

“Stock markets are strong...  as the
geopolitical and environmental issues
haven’t turned out to be as bad as traders
previously predicted,” said David Madden,
analyst at CMC Markets UK.

Both Paris and Frankfurt were up 1.1
percent in afternoon trading, while
London stocks trailed with a 0.2 percent

gain. Wall Street opened higher, with the
Dow climbing 0.8 percent in the first
minute of trading.

‘Solidly higher’ 
In foreign exchange, the European sin-

gle currency was trading down at $1.1978
compared with $1.2030 late in New York
on Friday. The euro on Friday reached
$1.2092, the highest level since January
2015 as traders bet on the European
Central Bank winding in its huge stimulus
program.

The pound meanwhile steadied yester-
day awaiting British MPs first vote on a bill
to end Britain’s membership of the EU. The
focus was now also on the UN Security
Council, where Washington is pushing for a
vote yesterday on tough fresh sanctions
against Pyongyang, despite resistance from
China and Russia. The greenback had come
in for a pounding in recent weeks on wan-
ing expectations for further Federal
Reserve interest rate rises and doubts
about US President Donald Trump’s
chances of pushing through his market-
friendly economic policies. However, it
bounced back yesterday, surging above
108 yen from Friday’s 10-month lows. On
oil markets, US prices fell further after tak-
ing a beating Friday caused by Hurricane
Irma threatening crude supplies.

Key US oil contract West Texas
Intermediate sank 3.3 percent Friday while
European benchmark Brent North Sea
crude slid 1.3 percent in value. Irma, which
has toppled cranes, swallowed streets and
left millions without power, was starting to
weaken yesterday while still pummeling
parts of Florida on its destructive march
north. — Agencies

Global markets rally as Irma, N Korea fears ease
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KUWAIT: Kuwait is set to implement an expansive
investment program over 2017-19, much of which
focuses on upgrading the country’s refineries and hard
infrastructure. Infrastructure investment this year should
see  growth in the non-hydrocarbon sector rise to 3.7
percent from 2.5 percent in 2016. Kuwait’s current
investment program complements the country’s longer-
term Kuwait Vision 2035 which seeks to
transform the nation into a regional
financial and cultural hub. However, in
2017, the boost in non-hydrocarbon
growth will be overshadowed by a contraction in the
hydrocarbon sector as a result of OPEC-agreed oil pro-
duction cuts. Nonetheless, by 2019, once OPEC caps are
removed, both the non-hydrocarbon and hydrocarbon
sectors should see robust growth. As a result, we expect
headline growth to be negative in 2017, at 1.4 percent,
and accelerate to 5.4 percent in 2019.

Over 2017-19, the government will be undertaking
an investment drive to develop Kuwait’s infrastructure

with signature projects, including the addition of a new
$4 billion terminal to the airport that will increase capaci-
ty to 25 million passengers. Construction on the airport’s
runway and main building began earlier this year. Other
landmark projects that have already been awarded in
previous years and are well underway are the upgrades
and expansions of  Kuwait’s refineries, including a new

greenfield refinery to replace a previ-
ously decommissioned facility. Capital
spending on these projects is outlined
at $18 billion.

Despite the boost in infrastructure spending, head-
line growth will likely be negative in 2017, dragged
down by a contraction in the hydrocarbon sector.
Kuwait’s average crude oil production is expected to fall
to 2.71m b/d in 2017, from 2.85m b/d in 2016. As such,
we expect the hydrocarbon sector to contract by 4.9
percent in 2017, bringing headline growth to 1.4 per-
cent. We expect Kuwait to ramp up production to pre-
agreement levels once the OPEC cuts come to end,

increasing production to 2.85 million b/d by 2019 and
allowing headline growth to rise to 5.4 percent.

From project award to 
estimated completion 

Kuwait’s investment drive is part of a larger vision to
transform the economy into a cultural, commercial and
financial leader in the region by 2035 as described in the
country’s national development plan, “New Kuwait.” The
development plan is centred around seven pillars: global
standing, infrastructure, human capital, public administra-
tion, healthcare, the economy and living environment.
Each pillar is associated with various outcomes. For exam-
ple, on the economy, the aim is to increase the number of
small business by 3,500 and for human capital, to increase
capacity at colleges to accommodate an additional 40k
students. Effective investments made today to increase
skills, technology and the productive capacity of the econ-
omy can help Kuwait boost its level of competitiveness
and raise longer-term growth rates. 

Kuwait invests to raise long-term growth prospects

QNB Economic Commentary

DUBAI: Eltizam Asset Management Group, one
of the UAE’s leading asset management compa-
nies, will showcase new projects at Cityscape
Global 2017 exhibition, which is scheduled to
open on September 11, at the Dubai World
Trade Centre.

The Group continues its growth journey in
2017, both in the UAE and Oman with overall
revenues maintaining a 50 percent year-on-year
growth. Offering holistic services for clients
through its operating subsidiaries Three60
Communities and Tafawuq Facility Management,
Eltizam manages more than 100 properties in
total, covering 2 master communities, 84 towers,
and 20,000 units of which 5,900 are within Abu
Dhabi, including City of Lights and Marina
Square on Reem Island. 

“Eltizam Asset Management Group continues
both its commercial and geographical growth
with the award of significant new and renewed
projects in the UAE and Oman, mobilixing over
15 new contracts in the first and second quarters
of this year. Our business has been growing con-
sistently and steadily in recent years and we are
confident that our growth will continue as we
have pride ourselves with the best asset man-
agement team in the market that provide quali-
ty services to our customers.” says Chris Roberts,
Chief Executive Officer, Eltizam Asset
Management Group.

Eltizam’s subsidiary Three60
Communities; which is the largest
privately owned community man-
agement company in the UAE, has
increased its scope of services
through the extension of its com-
munity management services con-
tract with ‘Al Mouj, Muscat ’ in
Oman. The contract extension at
the prominent mixed-use master
community development has
coincided with the newly formed
joint venture with Al Mahmood
International Company LLC, sup-
porting Eltizam’s regional expansion into Oman.
Eltizamis expecting additional major projects in
the next year following its participation in a
number of tenders across the country.

Tafawuq Facilities Management, another sub-
sidiary of Eltizam Asset Management Group, has
signed a three-year total facilities management
contract with Select Group at the ’Pacific’ devel-
opmenton Al Marjan Island - Ras Al Khaimah.
Tafawuq will provide its services to ‘Pacific’ for
supporting handover from the contractor, post-
construction cleaning, mobilization and steady
state operations. Eltizam Asset Management
Group aims to position itself as the market leader
in its sector within the UAE by 2021. Through a
customer focused, quality driven, and sustain-

able business model, Eltizam has
created its ‘Vision 21’ program.

“The aim of ‘Vision 21’ is to take
our customers’ satisfaction to the
next level by delivering a more
efficient and innovative approach
to our services. This is being
achieved through implementing a
continuously improving culture by
focusing on our clients’ true expe-
rience, tailored training programs
for our staff, and innovation in our
working methods.” says Roberts.

He adds: “The ‘Vision 21’ pro-
gram will result in a change in culture throughout
the group, which will encourage 360-degree feed-
back from our clients, employees, supply chain
partners, and our internal departments.” In order
to achieve the goals and targets set for the ‘Vision
21’, Eltizam has developed a specialist team to
help establish and implement the program in its
true spirit with the aim to roll it out at the group’s
first master community by the end of 2017.

At Cityscape Global, Three60 Real Estate will
be showcasing a variety of developments which
they are leasing and selling on behalf of major
developers both in Dubai and Abu Dhabi. The
developments at the property exhibition include
Horizon Towers in Reem Island, Abu Dhabi, and
AG Tower in Dubai. 

Eltizam Asset Management 

Group unveils new projects 

Cityscape Global 2017 in Dubai

Chris Roberts

KUWAIT: OSN, the region’s leading enter-
tainment network, has been recognized as
the ‘Media & Marketing Company’ of the
year at the Gulf Business Awards 2017, reaf-
firming its leadership position in the
Middle East and North Africa’s (MENA)
entertainment industry.  

The awards recognize companies and
business leaders across nine industries
including banking, real estate, aviation and
transport, tourism and hospitality, technol-
ogy, energy, retail, healthcare and media
and marketing. Martin Stewart, CEO of
OSN, said: “It is a privilege to be honored
with this remarkable distinction from
industry leaders as the Media & Marketing
Company of the year. 

This is a true testament to the passion
and dedication of the OSN team to deliver-

ing premium content in MENA and in lever-
aging the power of digital technology to
engage with our customers.”

He added: “The Award further underpins
the success of our new customer outreach
strategy defined by the new OSN to bring
more entertainment to more people
through more platforms at competitive
prices. We have positioned ourselves fur-
ther as a customer-first organization and
are focused on creating exceptional value
for our subscribers.”

Stewart said the recognition will further
drive OSN’s strategy to enhance customer
experience in all the markets that it serves.
“We will continue to invest in exclusive and
premium content, innovative technology
and our fight against piracy, as we expand
our reach across the MENA region.” 

Martin Stewart

OSN recognized as ‘Media & 

Marketing Company’ of year 

Gulf Business Awards 2017

KUWAIT: Honda Alghanim, the exclusive
distributor of Honda cars, motorcycles
and marine equipment in Kuwait, yester-
day launched its “Back to School” cam-
paign, offering customers unbeatable
prices and competitive payments facili-
ties when buying one of its renown
Accord, Civic, Odyssey J or Pilot cars. 

When purchasing the Civic or
Odyssey J cars, customers can take
advantage of the 0 percent profit for five
years and without giving a down pay-
ment. Customers who opt for the Pilot
receive their first three months free of
installments. As for the Accord 2D and
4D, Honda Alghanim offers unbeatable
prices to own Honda’s legacy cars

Known to suit the lifestyle of every
segment of customers whether the car is
purchased for Family use or Bachelor,
Honda Alghanim ensures great value,
strong performance, and an unrivaled
after-sale service for all its customers. 

Accord 2D and 4D cars
The 2017 Accord has just been

named one of Card and Driver’s 10 best
for the 31st time. The signature Honda
vehicle upholds a legacy that Honda
started in 1976. With further design
refinements and even more efficient
performance, the Accord 2017 is avail-
able as either a two-door coupe or a
four-door sedan, and continues to offer
four- and six-cylinder engine choices.

Civic
The iconic Honda Civic has set an all-

new standard in compact car style and
performance with its sleek, sporty lines
and improved power-to-weight ratio
that has proven to be every driver’s daily
delight. While the spacious, dual-zone
automatic climate control and premium-
grade cabin is loaded with premium fea-
tures for class-above comfort and con-
venience, the exterior features boast col-
or-coordinated power side mirrors.
Convenience was a key factor in the
redesigned Honda Civic; from the cap-
less fuel system, electric parking brake

and aerodynamic wing spoiler to the
Smart Entry engine start and stop but-
ton and 7-inch touchscreen audio dis-
play, the Honda Civic is truly the ideal car
for the youth who yearn for a smooth
and comfortably stylish drive that
reflects their lifestyle.

Odyssey J
Also ranked among the best family

cars for 2017, the Odyssey J is known for
its safety, value, reputation, driving man-
ners, comfort and convenience, cargo
versatility, technology, and fit of various
rear-facing and forward-facing child
safety car seats when choosing the vehi-
cles that best meet the needs of today’s
families.

Pilot 
The Pilot was designed to be stylish,

useful and trouble-free when driving,
with its sporty and refined design
redefining the modern family SUV. The
Pilot is built for comfort with seating for
as many as eight persons, not compro-
mising on the premium features
throughout the interior and exterior of
the vehicle.   

Honda Alghanim also offers a large
carline range catering to the different
needs of audiences that can be viewed
at the Honda Alghanim showrooms.

Customers can take any of these cars
on a test drive by visiting one of the two
Honda Alghanim showrooms located in
Al-Rai and Shuwaikh. The Honda
Alghanim showroom in Al-Rai area oper-
ates from 9:00am to 10:00pm, Saturday
to Thursday, and from 9:30am to
10:00pm on Fridays. The Shuwaikh
showroom operates from 9:00am to
10:00pm every day. 

The cars service center waiting lounge
offers entertainment and comfort for cus-
tomers, digital satellite TV, free wireless
internet and relaxing massage chairs. The
service center operates from Saturday to
Wednesday from 7:30am to 8:30pm, from
7:30am to 6:30pm on Thursdays, and
from 2:00pm to 7:00pm on Fridays. 

KUWAIT: Honda Alghanim, the exclusive dis-
tributor of Honda cars, motorcycles and marine
equipment in Kuwait, is giving customers the
opportunity to trade-in their existing motor-
bikes with Honda’s latest motorbikes. The offer,
launched in partnership with Warba Bank, also
enables customers to receive up to KD 1500
cash back upon purchase, with Honda
Alghanim covering installments for the first
three months.  Honda bikes are known to com-
bine dynamic performance, comfort, style,
power, smoothness and reliability. The most
popular range of Honda bikes include the
Goldwing, Integra, CBR600RR, and CRF1000L. 

For over four decades, the Goldwing has set
the standards for the perfect touring bike.
Starting with its superior engineering, smooth-
ness and ultimate powerful performance, the
motorbikes sport a shaft final drive and a chas-
sis designed for day long comfort, full-cover-
age bodywork and integrated luggage to tack-

le any ride in style and comfort. The Honda
Goldwing offers power, performance, handling
and touring comfort in three option packages,
each optimizing your riding experience with
exclusive features.

The all-new 2017 CBR1000RR is lighter, more
powerful and faster than any CBR1000RR we’ve
ever produced. Trackdays your specialty?
Racetrack riding puts special demands on any
machine, and you’ll find Honda’s new
CBR1000RR SP is up to that challenge. Available
in limited numbers, it has all the features of our
new 2017 CBR1000RR, but adds premium
ohlins electronic suspension, Brembo brakes, a
titanium muffler, and more. In addition to the
SP, Honda is offering an even more exotic
CBR1000RR SP2 in extremely limited numbers
for the most serious enthusiasts and profession-
al racers. The CBR1000RR SP2 incorporates all
the special features of the CBR1000RR SP, and
adds bigger intake and exhaust valves and

lighter forged Marchesini wheels. For some
people, a globe or a map isn’t some route-find-
ing device. It’s a menu. Of all the places they
can go, the things to see, the adventures to
savor. But unless you plan on walking, you need
a way to get there. And that’s why we build the
Africa Twin(r). The perfect travelling companion
for the explorer in you, whether it’s a weekend,
a month, or a lifetime. Where will it take you?
Let’s look at that map

Honda Alghanim also offers a large range of
motorbikes and vehicles catering to the differ-
ent needs of audiences at the Honda Alghanim
showrooms. Customers can take any of these
bikes on a test drive by visiting one of the two
Honda Alghanim showrooms located in Al-Rai
and Shuwaikh. The Honda Alghanim showroom
in Al-Rai area operates from 9:00am to 10:00pm,
Saturday to Thursday, and from 9:30am to
10:00pm on Fridays. The Shuwaikh showroom
operates from 9:00am to 10:00pm every day. 

Honda Alghanim 

launches best offers yet 

for ‘Back to School’

Honda Alghanim launches exclusive 

trade-in offer on its famed motorbikes

ROME: Italy’s main opposition parties are replac-
ing their calls to leave the euro with apparently
less radical proposals to flank it with a new cur-
rency they say can boost growth and jobs.

Yet if any of their schemes are adopted with
success they may convince many Italians that the
economy can function without the euro, and
make an eventual euro exit more likely. It is a big
if: previous such plans have been tried around
the world with mixed results and it would take a
political shift for new ones to be introduced in
Italy, but not everyone is ruling it out.

“It can be done, technically and politically it is
perfectly possible,” said Roberto Perotti, econom-
ics professor at Milan’s Bocconi University. Three
of Italy’s four largest parties - the anti-establish-
ment 5-Star Movement, the right-wing Northern
League and Silvio Berlusconi’s Forza Italia - pro-
pose introducing a parallel currency after an
election due early next year.

They have settled on the dual currency pro-
posal as a way of continuing to tap into wide-
spread anti-euro sentiment in Italy while avoid-
ing - at least for now - the huge upheaval and
market turmoil that outright euro exit may trig-
ger. Opinion polls currently point to a hung par-
liament in which they could get a majority of
seats but would be unlikely to form a govern-
ment due to divisions on other issues.

Some Northern League and 5-Star lawmakers
say their primary goal is to persuade Brussels and
Italy’s partners to change European fiscal rules to
allow them to spend more and cut taxes. The
threat of a parallel currency, which is opposed by
the European Commission, can help them
achieve this, they say.

However, many of the strongest supporters of
the scheme are anti-euro and they admit one of
its main aims would be to prepare the ground for
a euro exit when the time comes.

“With a parallel currency in place, if we want
to leave the euro our economy will still be able to
operate even if the European Central Bank tries
to crush us by shutting off liquidity in euros,” said
the Northern League’s economics spokesman
Claudio Borghi.

Italians were strongly pro-euro when the sin-
gle currency was launched in 1999, but since
then Italy has been the most sluggish eurozone
economy and many blame the euro for their
falling living standards and high unemployment.
A poll by the Winpoll agency in March showed
only around half of Italians back the euro and an
EU-wide survey in July by the German
Bertelsmann Stiftung think tank showed just 17
percent of Italians said they were satisfied with
the direction the EU, half the EU-average.

Nervous markets
The European Commission is concerned by

the dual currency talk, and so are financial mar-
kets. Investors sold off Italian government bonds
last month after Berlusconi said he was in favor
of printing a “new lira” for domestic use, to pump
money into the economy. Under his plan euros
would still be used for all international transac-
tions and by tourists. The four-times prime minis-
ter had made the proposal before, but markets
are now particularly edgy ahead of an election
where only the ruling Democratic Party (PD) does
not propose to tinker with the current euro set-
up. The PD is running neck-and-neck with 5-Star,
with rightist allies the Northern League and Forza
Italia in third and fourth place.

Asked to comment for this article, the
European Commission said there could be only
one legal tender in the euro zone. Yet many dual
currency proponents say that is no obstacle.

They argue that “legal tender” is defined as a
currency that sellers are obliged to accept. If

there is no obligation, a dual currency does not
infringe any EU treaties, they say.

Daniel Gros, head of the Brussels-based
Centre for European Policy Studies, agreed. “If
there is no obligation there is no legal problem,”
he said. However, he doubted the proposals
would ever be adopted, describing them as pos-
turing that distracted attention from the real
problem of Italy’s economy, which was a lack of
productivity growth.

“Ready for euro collapse”
Dual currency supporters in Italy point to the

success of employer-provided meal vouchers, now
used by millions of Italians to buy groceries as well
as lunches. Parallel currencies have numerous his-
torical precedents. Berlusconi often cites the AM-
lira, introduced by the allies in Italy during and
after World War Two. One of the most successful is
the Swiss WIR franc, launched in 1934 for use by
businesses, which still helps them obtain cheap
credit during downturns. Marine Le Pen, leader of
France’s anti-EU National Front, proposed the rein-
troduction of the franc in parallel with the euro
during this year’s election campaign.

The Northern League’s Borghi said Italy “has to
be ready for the euro’s collapse,” which he sees as
only a matter of time. He is the architect of the
party’s proposal - which Berlusconi has also hint-
ed he would support - called “mini-BOTs”, named
after Italy’s short-term Treasury bills. Borghi says
initially some 70 billion euros of these small
denomination, interest-free bonds would be
issued by the Treasury to firms and individuals
owed money by the state as payment for services
or as tax rebates. They could then be used as
money to pay taxes and buy any services or
goods provided by the state, including, for exam-
ple, petrol at stations run by state-controlled oil
company ENI. — Reuters

Italy’s dual currency schemes 

may be long road to euro exit



KUWAIT: Samsung Gulf Electronics introduced the
much anticipated Galaxy Note8 in Kuwait. The next
level Galaxy Note8 empowers consumers with a big-
ger Infinity display that fits comfortably in one hand,
an S Pen to communicate in more personal ways, and
Samsung’s best-ever smartphone camera to capture
stunning photos. “The Galaxy Note8 is designed for the
way consumers lead their lives and lean on technology
today. We appreciate the great passion of our Note
users. Hence, we came up with an innovation for those
doers who want to think big and do big,” said Tarek
Sabbagh, Head of IT & Mobile (IM) Division at Samsung
Gulf Electronics. “With the latest features including the
Infinity Display to the enhanced S Pen and a powerful
Dual Camera, the Galaxy Note8 lets people do things
that they never thought was possible!”

In addition to its incredible features, the new Galaxy
Note8 also enables users through “Samsung Members”
- a preloaded app offering experiences linked to Gulf
consumers’ passion points, through a new partnership
with Marriott International Middle East & Africa and
Cleartrip. Consumers who purchase the Galaxy Note8
in the UAE, Qatar, Oman, Kuwait and Bahrain will enjoy
exclusive “Samsung Members” offers from Marriott
hotel, restaurants and spas and Cleartrip. 

The notable features of the Galaxy Note8
Enjoy and Do More on the Infinity Display - The

Galaxy Note8 has the biggest screen ever on a Note
device, yet its narrow body makes it comfortable to
hold in one hand. The 6.3-inch Quad HD+ Super
AMOLED Infinity Display lets you see more and scroll
less. The Galaxy Note8 also gives you more room to
watch, read and draw-making it the ultimate multi-
tasking smartphone and the new App Pair lets you
simultaneously launch two apps with ease.

A New Way to Communicate with the S Pen - One
of the Note’s defining features the enhanced S Pen
unlocks entirely new ways to write, draw, and inter-
act with the phone and communicate with friends
on the Galaxy Note8. It has a finer tip, improved pres-
sure sensitivity, and features that enable users to
express themselves in ways that no other stylus or
smartphone ever has. For overseas travels or when
you come across a website in a foreign language, the
improved S Pen Translate feature lets you hover over

text to quickly translate, and instantly convert units
and foreign currencies.

Better Pictures with Galaxy Note8’s Best-in-Class
Camera - The Galaxy Note8 is the first smartphone
with two 12MP rear cameras with Optical Image
Stabilization (OIS) on both, the wide-angle and tele-
photo lenses. For more advanced photo-taking, the
Galaxy Note8’s Live Focus feature lets you control the
depth of field by allowing you to adjust the bokeh
effect in preview mode and after you take the photo.
The wide-angle lens has a Dual Pixel sensor with rap-
id Auto Focus, so you can capture sharper, clearer
shots even in low-light environments. The Galaxy
Note8 is also equipped with an industry-leading 8MP
Smart Auto Focus front-facing camera for sharp self-
ies and video chats.

A New Way to Innovative Mobile Experiences:
Samsung DeX enables a desktop experience, pow-
ered by your phone. You can keep your files on your
device, conduct work on the go, and use Samsung
DeX when you need an even bigger screen. The
Galaxy Note8 includes Bixby, a smarter way to use
your phone; it learns from you, improves over time,
and helps you get more done. The Galaxy Note8 will
be available across all major retailers in Kuwait start-
ing 22nd September 2017 at  KD 285 in three distinct
colors; Midnight Black, Orchid Gray and Maple Gold. 

t e c h n o l o g y
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Samsung launches much-awaited Galaxy Note8 in Kuwait

SAN FRANCISCO:  Apple is expected to sell its
fanciest iPhone yet for $1,000, testing how
much consumers are willing to pay for a
device that’s become an indispensable part of
modern life. Apple hasn’t confirm that it will
be introducing a new iPhone, although a
financial forecast issued last month
telegraphed something significant in the
pipeline.

An expensive new iPhone would set a new
price threshold for other devices intended to
appeal to a mass market. Various leaks have

indicated the new phone wil l  feature a
sharper display that will extend from edge to
edge of the device, thus eliminating the sur-
rounding gap, or “bezel,” that ’s on most
phone screens.  I t  may also boast facial
recognition technology for unlocking the
phone and wireless charging. A better cam-
era is a safe bet, too.

In addition to several new features, a
souped-up “anniversary” iPhone - coming a
decade after Apple’s late co-founder Steve
Jobs unveiled the first version - could also

The Galaxy Note8 turns thinking into doing - helping you achieve more in work and life

Display 
6.3-inch Quad HD+ Super

AMOLED, 2960x1440 (521ppi)
● Screen measured diagonally

as a full rectangle without account-
ing for the rounded corners

● Default resolution is Full
HD+ and can be changed to
Quad HD+ (WQHD+) in Settings

Camera
Rear: Dual Camera with Dual

OIS (Optical Image Stabilization)
* Wide-angle: 12MP Dual Pixel

AF, F1.7, OIS 
● Telephoto: 12MP AF, F2.4,

OIS 2X optical zoom, up to 10X
digital zoom Front: 8MP AF, F1.7

Body
162.5 x 74.8 x 8.6mm, 195g,

IP68 (S Pen: 5.8 x 4.2 x 108.3mm,
2.8g, IP68)

● Carrying an IP68 dust and
water resistance rating. Based on
test conditions of submersion in
up to 1.5 meters of fresh water
for up to 30 minutes

AP
Octa core (2.3GHz Quad +

1.7GHz Quad), 64bit,  10nm
processor Octa core (2.35GHz
Quad + 1.9GHz Quad), 64bit,
10nm processor

● May differ by market and
mobile operator

Memory
6GB RAM (LPDDR4), 64GB
● May differ by market and

mobile operator

● User memory is less than
the total memory due to storage
of the operating system and soft-
ware used to operate the device
features. Actual user memory
will vary depending on the oper-
ator and may change after soft-
ware upgrades are performed.

SIM Card
Single: one Nano SIM and

one MicroSD slot (up to 256GB)
Hybrid: one Nano SIM and

one Nano SIM or one MicroSD
slot (up to 256GB)

● May differ by market and
mobile operator

Battery
3,300mAh Wireless Charging

compatible with WPC and PMA
Fast Charging compatible with
QC 2.0

OS
Android 7.1.1

Network
LTE Cat. 16 
● May differ by market and

mobile operator

Connectivity
Wi-Fi 802.11 a/b/g/n/ac

(2.4/5GHz), VHT80 MU-MIMO,
1024QAM, Bluetooth v 5.0 (LE up
to 2Mbps), ANT+, USB Type-C,
NFC, Location (GPS, Galileo*,
Glonass, BeiDou) 

● Galileo and BeiDou cover-
age may be limited.

Payment
NFC, MST
Sensors
Accelerometer, Barometer,

Fingerprint Sensor, Gyro Sensor,
Geomagnetic Sensor, Hall
Sensor, Heart Rate Sensor,
Proximity Sensor, RGB Light
Sensor, Ir is Sensor, Pressure
Sensor

Authentication
Lock Type: Pattern, Pin,

Password
Biometric Lock Types: Iris

Scanner, Fingerprint Scanner,
Facial Recognition

Audio
MP3, M4A, 3GA, AAC, OGG,

OGA, WAV, WMA, AMR, AWB,
FLAC, MID, MIDI, XMF, MXMF,
IMY, RTTTL, RTX, OTA, DSF, DFF,
APE

Video
MP4, M4V, 3GP, 3G2, WMV,

ASF, AVI, FLV, MKV, WEBM
●All functionality, features,

specifications and other prod-
uct information provided in this
document including, but not
limited to, the benefits, design,
pricing, components, perform-
ance, availability, and capabili-
ties of the product are subject
to change without notice or
obligation.

Samsung Galaxy Note8 Product Specification

FRANKFURT: Scandals. Recalls. Threats of
bans. The diesel engine is a public enemy
for many environmental activists and politi-
cians. And yet, when the world’s biggest
automakers unveil new models at this year’s
auto show in Frankfurt, among the new
electric vehicles and digitally-enhanced
prototypes there will also be diesel cars.

The carmakers at the show, mainly
Germany’s big manufacturers, are hoping
to modify diesel engines to make them
cleaner rather than throw them out alto-
gether. It’s a bid for stability in an industry
roiled by change. Here’s a quick look at the
major themes and vehicles expected at the
Frankfurt International Motor Show, which
opens for journalists today and tomorrow
and to the general public from Saturday
through Sept 24.

Diesel dilemma
German carmakers, which have relied

heavily on diesel, have been bruised by
controversy over the technology since
Volkswagen’s scandal, in which the compa-
ny admitted to illegally rigging cars to turn
off diesel emission controls when not on
test stands. Subsequent investigation
found that many diesels by other manufac-
turers met official test standards but emit-
ted far more pollution during every day
driving, often by exploiting legal loopholes
that permitted them to turn off controls at
certain temperatures. German carmakers
are recalling some 5 million older diesel
vehicles to tweak their engine control soft-
ware in hopes of warding off pressure for
diesel bans in some cities.

So expect a lot of emphasis on emis-
sions-free technology such as battery-pow-
ered cars. Daimler will show off a fully elec-
tric, compact car under its EQ brand, which
represents the company’s push into areas it
has bundled under the acronym CASE: con-
nected, autonomous, shared and services,
and electric. I t  also will  unveil the
Mercedes-Benz GLC F-Cell, a fuel-cell and
battery plug-in hybrid that emits only
water vapor. Fuel cell-powered cars are not
yet a practical option for consumers, with
only 33 hydrogen fuel stations in Germany,
but it’s one possibility for the future in
which government regulation will increas-
ingly require low-emission vehicles.

Diesel despite that
But diesel remains in the mix -with what

automakers say are better emissions con-
trols to meet European Union standards in
which cars will be tested under real-world
driving conditions, as well as on test stands.
Diesels get better mileage - a big consumer

issue in Europe, where fuel taxes make
gasoline painfully expensive. A liter of
gasoline costs 1.31 euros in Frankfurt, or
$5.97 a gallon. And diesels emit less carbon
dioxide, meaning they help meet regulato-
ry limits on the greenhouse gas believed to
contribute to global warming. The new T-
Roc small SUV from Volkswagen, for
instance, will come with three possible
gasoline engines to choose from - and
three diesels. Automakers “won’t be shout-
ing about it, but diesels will be part of their
lineup,” says Ian Fletcher, principal analyst
at IHS Market.

IHS estimates diesel’s market share will
fall from 49.7 percent in Europe to 46.9 per-
cent this year, and to 32.8 percent by 2025.
Mercedes-Benz spent 3 billion euros to
develop new diesels, which are already
being used in its E-Class sedans.

The home team
Increasingly, carmakers are finding other

ways to unveil new models than auto
shows and that has become even more evi-
dent ahead of this year ’s show.
Volkswagen’s Porsche brand showed off its
new Cayenne SUV at an extravagant event
Aug. 29 with the Bohemian Symphony
Orchestra Prague and dancers livestreamed
from its home base in Stuttgart-
Zuffenhausen. Automakers skipping the
show this year include Fiat Chrysler’s name-
sake Fiat and its Jeep and Alfa Romeo
brands, Peugeot and its DS luxury division,
plus Nissan, Infiniti and Volvo.

Yet the Frankfurt show remains a very
big deal for the home team: Daimler AG’s
Mercedes-Benz luxury brand, Munich-
based BMW AG, and Volkswagen, all of
which will have giant display stands.
Some 1,000 exhibitors will show off 300
premieres on 200,000 square meters of
space. Chinese brands WEY and Chery
will exhibit for the first time. Automakers
will be eager to show off technologies
that can help people get around without
owning a car. That could include order-
ing rides through an app, sharing some-
one else’s car for a price,  and
autonomous vehicles. 

Facebook COO Sheryl Sandberg, will
speak at the opening ceremony, while
Google is a sponsor for the media night.
Computer security company Kaspersky
Labs and AVL Software and Functions
GmbH are showing off a product to pro-
tect  cars  from hackers.  Daimler
announced Wednesday it was investing in
peer-to-peer car sharing company Turo
and said it plans to fold its own car shar-
ing pilot project, Munich-based Croove,
ahead of Turo’s entrance into the German
market in 2018. —AP

Apple may test the bounds of 
iPhone love with $1,000 model 

An expensive iPhone could set a new price threshold for devices

FRANKFURT: The image provided by Daimler shows smart vision EQ fort. The self-dri-
ving concept car will be presented at the Frankfurt International Motor Show, which
opens for journalists today and tomorrow and to the general public from Saturday
through Sept 24, 2017. —AP

Diesels on display in Frankfurt 
auto show despite scandal

LUXEMBOURG: Google yesterday launched a
legal challenge to a record 2.4-billion euro fine
imposed by European anti-trust authorities for
favoring its own shopping service, lodging an
appeal at the EU court in Luxembourg.

The move sets up a court battle between
Brussels and the internet giant that could take
years to resolve and make already tense rela-
tions between Europe and the US tech giant
even more fraught.

The EU hit Google with the record fine in
June for illegally favoring its shopping service in
search results, giving the company 90 days to
comply or face further fines.

A spokesman for the Court of Justice of the
European Union confirmed to AFP that the
appeal had been submitted.  Lodging the
appeal does not suspend the fine, meaning
Google is still obliged to pay up, though it can
put the money in a blocked account until the
decision is reached.

Concurrent to the appeal, Google last week
also notified to the EU that it would attempt to
meet the demands of the EU decision. In an
interview with AFP, Europe’s anti-trust chief
Margrethe Vestager last week said some of that
proposal “pointed in the very right direction”,
but could only be judged once in effect.

This had raised hopes that Google may be
choosing a more conciliatory road with the EU,
but the appeal risks embittering matters still
further. A spokesman for Google confirmed yes-
terday they had filed the appeal but said the
company had no further comment to make. The
legal battle extends the already seven-year tus-
sle with the EU, including a failed effort to settle,
that could affect crucial parts of Google’s busi-
ness model. 

The fine over Google Shopping broke the
previous European Union record for a monop-
oly case against US chipmaker Intel of 1.06 bil-
lion euros in 2009 and made the EU the global
leader in regulating Sil icon Valley giants.
Brussels accuses Google of giving its own serv-
ice too much priority in search results to the
detriment of other price comparison services,
such as TripAdvisor and Expedia.

The verdict came less than a year after
Vestager shocked Washington and the world
with an order that iPhone manufacturer Apple
repay 13 billion euros in back taxes in Ireland-
against Dublin’s wishes.

The EU is also expected to soon decide
another case against Google over abusing its
dominance of internet search to impose its
Android mobile operating system. —AFP

debut at an attention-getting $999 price tag,
twice what the original iPhone cost. It would
set a new price threshold for any smartphone
intended to appeal to a mass market.

What a thousand bucks will buy 
Various leaks have indicated the new

phone will feature a sharper display, a so-
called OLED screen that will extend from
edge to edge of the device, thus eliminating
the exterior gap, or “bezel,” that currently
surrounds most phone screens.

It may also boast facial recognition tech-
nology for unlocking the phone and wireless
charging. A better camera is a safe bet, too. All
those features have been available on other
smartphones that sold for less than $1,000,
but Apple’s sense of design and marketing
flair has a way of making them seem irre-
sistible - and worth the extra expense.

“Apple always seems to take what others
have done and do it even better,” said
Carolina Milanesi, an analyst with Creative
Strategies.

Why phones cost more, not less
Apple isn’t the only company driving up

smartphone prices. Market leader Samsung
Electronics just rolled out its Galaxy Note 8
with a starting price of $930. The trend reflects
the increasing sophistication of smartphones,
which have been evolving into status symbols
akin to automobiles. In both cases, many con-
sumers appear willing to pay a premium price
for luxury models that take them where they
want to go in style. 

“Calling it a smartphone doesn’t come
close to how people use it ,  view it and
embrace it in their lives,” said Debby Ruth,
senior vice president of the consumer
research firm Magid. “It’s an extension of
themselves, it’s their entry into the world, it’s
their connection to their friends.”

From that perspective, it’s easy to under-
stand why some smartphones now cost more
than many kinds of laptop computers, said
technology analyst Patrick Moorhead. “People
now value their phones more than any other
device and, in some cases, even more than
food and sex,” Moorhead said. 

The luxury-good change
Longtime Apple expert Gene Munster, now

managing partner at research and venture
capital  firm Loup Ventures, predicts 20 per-
cent of the iPhones sold during the next year
will be the new $1,000 model.

Wireless carriers eager to connect with
Apple’s generally affluent clientele are likely
to either sell the iPhone at a discount or offer
appealing subsidies that spread the cost of
the device over two to three years to minimize
the sticker shock, said analyst Jan Dawson of
Jackdaw Research.

Even Munster’s sales forecast holds true,
it still shows most people either can’t afford
or aren’t interested in paying that much for
a smartphone. That’s one reason Apple also
is expected to announce minor upgrades to
the iPhone 7 and iPhone 7. That will make it
easier for Apple to create several different
pricing tiers, with the oldest model possibly
becoming available for free with a wireless
contract.

But the deluxe model virtually assures
that the average price of the iPhone - now at
$606 versus $561 three years ago - will keep
climbing. That runs counter to the usual tech
trajectory in which the price of electronics,
whether televisions or computers, falls over
time. “The iPhone has always had a way of
defying the law of physics,” Munster said, “and
I think it will do it in spades with this higher
priced one.” —AP

SAN FRANCISCO: In this Sept 7, 2016, file photo, Apple CEO Tim Cook announces the new
iPhone 7 during an event to announce new products, in San Francisco.— AP

Google challenges 2.4-bn 
euro EU fine in court
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GENEVA: Swallow deeply, pinch the nose
and repeat the mantra: “Tastes like beef,
tastes likes beef.” Then bite into the burg-
er of rice, chopped vegetables, spices and
mealworm larvae. The Swiss supermarket
chain Coop, to a bit of domestic hoopla,
has begun selling burgers and balls made
from insects. It’s being billed as a legal
first in Europe, a continent more accus-
tomed to steak, sausage, poultry and fish
as a source of protein. The goal is to con-
vince leery consumers to try a nutritious,
if unusual food that “preserves the plan-
et’s resources,” Coop says.

About one-third of the burger is meal-
worm larvae. A burger weighing 100
grams (3.5 ounces) has about 10 grams of
protein in it - about the same amount
found in a child’s-size beef burger. For
now, only seven of Coop’s nearly 2,500
stores in Switzerland are serving up the
critters concocted by the Zurich-based
food startup Essento. The chain says the
insect products have been flying off
shelves during their limited rollout in the
Alpine nation and a broader launch is
planned by year’s end.

Insect promoters say Switzerland isn’t
the first European country to allow retail
sales, just the first to have those sales so
clearly authorized. A change in Swiss law
in May allows the sale of three types of
insects: mealworm larvae, house crickets
and migratory locusts. “It’s the first time
that a state has authorized human con-
sumption of insects in such a firm, explic-
it way in Europe,” said Christophe Derrien,
chief of the International Platform of
Insects for Food and Feed.

Insects can be found on the shelves in

Belgium, Britain, Denmark and the
Netherlands, but that’s due to a “legal
void” in European Union rules, he said.
New legislation taking effect in January
will smooth the way for bug burgers to
turn up on picnic plates across the EU,
however. The chain says it has a policy of
not releasing sales numbers, but spokes-
woman Andrea Bergmann said the insect
burgers and balls “have been very suc-
cessful from day one and have been sold
out quickly everywhere.”

The burger itself has little white
specks of rice inside with traces of car-
rot, paprika, chili powder and pepper.
After a hesitant bite, the main flavors
that come out are the spices. The tex-
ture is curious, a bit like a meaty falafel
with a crunch. An aftertaste lingered -
but maybe that was just my subcon-
scious playing tricks. The insect burg-
ers, like the meat variety, can be accom-
panied by buns, tomatoes and lettuce.
The insect balls - a mixture of meal-
worms with cilantro, onions and chick-
peas - seem to fit best in pita bread, per-
haps with a spoonful of yogurt.

The UN’s Food and Agricultural
Organization has promoted insects as a
source of human food, saying they are
healthy and high in protein and miner-
als.  The agency says many types of
insects produce less greenhouse gases
and ammonia than most livestock - such
as methane -spewing catt le -  and
require less land and money to culti-
vate. Still, there’s no telling how long a
true conversion in consumer tastes from
beef to bug burgers might take - if it
happens at all. — AP 

Yuck or yum? Swiss offer insect 
burgers of mealworm larvae

LUGANO: An employee of a Coop supermarket shows a packet of insect balls in
Lugano, Switzerland. Swiss supermarket chain Coop, to a bit of hoopla, began
selling “burgers” and “balls” made from insects. — AP 

MADRID: Cancer doctors are widening the net
for immunotherapy, a hot new class of drugs
that enlist the body’s defenses in the fight
against tumors. The latest research shared with
23,000 experts at Europe’s top oncology meet-
ing shows how medicines that have already
delivered durable benefits in metastatic disease
can also work well at an earlier stage. The find-
ings promise to expand the market for estab-
lished immuno-oncology (I-O) drugs from com-
panies like Merck, Bristol-Myers Squibb and
Roche, while opening up a window for relative
latecomers such as AstraZeneca.

AstraZeneca stole much of the limelight at
the European Society for Medical Oncology
(ESMO) congress in Madrid after clinical trial
results showed its I-O drug Imfinzi helped lung
cancer patients with mid-stage disease. Bristol-
Myers, meanwhile, proved that Opdivo, which is
already used widely in advanced cancer, can pre-
vent relapses in melanoma patients if given
straight after surgery. This earlier setting is
known as adjuvant therapy. The data on both
drugs highlight how so-called PD-1 and PD-L1
drugs are moving down the treatment curve to
earlier-stage disease.

“The aim is to help more and more patients in
earlier phases of the disease, like in adjuvant
therapy,” ESMO President Fortunato Ciardiello
said. “I think this will be a trend that will increase
over the next few years, though we have to cau-
tious because we have to do the proper clinical
trials to prove this in each case.” I-O drugs are
now being investigated in the adjuvant setting
in a range of cancers, including lung, kidney and
bladder - and some trials are even underway in
the neoadjuvant or pre-surgery setting in the
case of breast and head and neck cancers.

Brakes off
By taking the brakes off the immune system

and allowing the body’s natural killer cells to
home in on tumors, immunotherapy offers a dif-
ferent approach to toxic chemotherapy, which
causes collateral damage to healthy tissue. It is
not without side effects, some of which can be
serious, but it is generally a kinder option - espe-
cially when PD-1 and PD-L1 drugs are given on
their own. “There is now a potential to use
immunotherapy to change the course of early
disease. I think that is one of the most important
pieces of news for patients at this ESMO meet-

ing,” said Fouad Namouni, Bristol-Myers’s head of
medical oncology development. 

By giving immunotherapy earlier, when
immune systems are healthier, the hope is that
more patients will be lifted into long-term remis-
sion. “Earlier treatment does seem to produce
higher responses, although I’m not sure that is
going to be true all of the time,” said Roy Baynes,
who heads clinical development at Merck. Some
analysts forecast potential sales of immunother-
apy drugs at as much as $50 billion a year.
However, significant challenges remain, includ-
ing deciding which patients will benefit most
from infused medicines with typical list prices of
near $150,000 a year. 

The possibility of early intervention also rais-
es questions about screening to spot cancer
early on - something that becomes more rele-
vant once potentially curative options are avail-
able. AstraZeneca’s chief executive, Pascal
Soriot, who expects multibillion-dollar sales of
Imfinzi in non-metastatic stage III lung cancer,
is  hopeful screening will pick up in future. “If
you have a good early treatment then the
incentive for screening is massive,” he said in an
interview. — Reuters

SHANGHAI: China is gearing up to ban
petrol and diesel cars, a move that would
boost electric vehicles and shake up the
auto industry in the world’s biggest but
pollution-plagued market. The plan
would follow decisions by France and
Britain to outlaw the sale of such cars and
vans from 2040 to clamp down on harm-
ful emissions. While the government did
not give a date for the ban, the
announcement drove up the shares of
Chinese automakers, with domestic elec-
tric car leader BYD soaring by as much as
7.39 percent.

Xin Guobin, vice minister of industry
and information technology, told a week-
end forum in the northern city of Tianjin
that his ministry has started “relevant
research” and is working on a timetable
for China. “These measures will promote
profound changes in the environment
and give momentum to China’s auto
industry development,” Xin said in
remarks broadcast by CCTV state televi-
sion. “Enterprises should strive to
improve the level of energy-saving for
traditional cars, and vigorously develop
new-energy vehicles according to assess-
ment requirements,” he said.

Long road ahead    
While Xin did not give a deadline, the

head of the National Passenger Car
Association, a Chinese auto industry
group, said it would be “a long process”.
“It will be hard to stop producing tradi-
tional fuel-powered vehicles for the next
decade or two decades,” the association’s
secretary general, Cui Dongshu, told AFP.
“We may make significant headway in
passenger cars in 2040 or even earlier,
but for other products like the heavy-
duty trucks it would be difficult.” 

Automakers “have not really tried
hard in this sector” and consumers are
not so familiar with new-energy vehi-
cles, Cui said, though he predicted that
the “impact will be big” when China
decides to ban petrol vehicles. China
produced and sold more than 28 million
vehicles last year,  according to the

International Organization of Motor
Vehicle Manufacturers.

The sale of new-energy vehicles
topped 500,000 in the world’s second
largest economy in 2016, over 50 percent
more than the previous year, according
to national industry figures. The govern-
ment in June introduced  draft regula-
tions compelling automakers to produce
more electrically-powered vehicles by
2020 through a complex quota system.
Xin said the policy would be implement-
ed “in the near future”, according to the
official Xinhua news agency.

Race for green cars   
As the measure looms, foreign

automakers have announced plans to
boost the production of electric cars in
China. Volvo will introduce its first 100-
percent electric car in China in 2019,
while Ford will market its first hybrid
vehicle in early 2018. It envisages that 70
percent of all Ford cars available in China
will have electric options by 2025. Market
leader Volkswagen sold four million cars
in China in 2016 but only a few hundred
were “green”.  

The German manufacturer plans to
begin making an electric car in China
next year, in a joint venture with Chinese
group JAC. Jochem Heizmann, CEO of
Volkswagen China, said in April that VW
expects to sell around 400,000 new-ener-
gy vehicles in China in 2020.

French carmaker Renault, which start-
ed producing cars in China last year, will
roll out two new-energy vehicles in the
country-a sedan and small SUV in 2018
and 2019, said Florence de Golfiem, its
communications vice president for China.
Renault entered the Chinese market
knowing that it was moving towards
electric cars, she said, so the company
has been co-developing such vehicles
through a joint venture from the begin-
ning. “We already have a very advanced
technology,” she said. “We do co-develop-
ment in China with Chinese standards
and batteries, adapted to Chinese elec-
tric (car) norms.”—AFP

SYDNEY: Researchers say a combination of new treat-
ments can stop the world’s deadliest form of skin cancer
- melanoma - in its tracks and halt its spread to other
organs. Results from two international drug trials con-
ducted by the Sydney-based Melanoma Institute
Australia have proved successful in preventing the dis-
ease spreading in stage three patients whose tumors
had been surgically removed. Until now, these patients
were at a high risk (40 to 70 percent) of the disease
becoming advanced and fatal.

“Results from these clinical trials suggest we can stop
the disease in its tracks-effectively preventing it from
spreading and saving lives,” the institute’s medical direc-
tor Georgina Long said in research published in the New
England Journal of Medicine Monday. “Our ultimate goal
of making melanoma a chronic rather than a terminal ill-
ness is now so much closer to being achieved.” One in
every three cancers diagnosed is a skin cancer, accord-
ing to the World Health Organization, with Australia hav-
ing among the highest incidences of melanoma in the
world. One Australian dies from it every five hours. 

While 90 percent of people can be cured by having
the primary cancer removed through surgery, it spreads
in the other 10 percent because it is detected too late.
“These results will change the way we treat melanoma
patients as well as their quality of life,” added Long. “Until
now, Stage III melanoma patients who have had their
tumors surgically removed have simply had to play the
waiting game, to see if their melanoma would metasta-
sise or spread. “Living with such fear severely affected
them and their loved ones.” The researchers conducted
two 12-month trials, one immunotherapy-based and the
other with targeted therapies. Both proved successful in
preventing the disease spreading. In one of them, target-
ed therapies (dabrafenib and trametinib) blocked the
action of a particular gene, BRAF, which is a driver for
melanoma. It not only stopped stage three melanoma
from recurring in those with tumours removed, but
increased overall survival, the research showed.

The other trial treated patients with the immunother-
apy nivolumab or ipilimumab-designed to reboot the
immune system to attack melanoma cells. Results
showed nivolumab decreased the chance of relapse.
“These clinical trials show we now have ammunition to
prevent melanoma spreading and progressing, which
until now was a critical area of disease behavior where
we had no control,” said Long. “This will change how
melanoma is treated around the world, as we no longer
have to passively wait to see if the melanoma spreads.”
The clinical trial results are due to be presented to the
European Society for Medical Oncology’s annual con-
gress in Spain this week.— AFP 

Cancer immunotherapy proves 
itself in earlier-stage disease

Immuno-oncology moving beyond metastatic cancer

ZURICH: Insect burgers are presented in Zurich, Switzerland. Swiss supermarket chain
Coop, to a bit of hoopla, began selling “burgers” and “balls” made from insects. —AP 

China mulls petrol car ban, 
boosting electric vehicles

Australian researchers 
say they can stop 

melanoma spreading
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Happy Birthday to Alex, may your
day be filled with happiness and
love. May all of your wishes and
dreams come true on your special
day. Best wishes from daddy, mom-
my, Aliya, Sean, family and friends.

As part of the festive season, leading
UAE- based business group, Regency,
launched the 46th branch of its flagship

store, Grand Hypermarket in Farwaniya at Al-
Arbeed Gallery, Habib Munawar Street on
September 7, 2017. 

Regency Group Managing Director Dr.
Anvar Ameen and prominent businessman
Adil Al-Arbeed jointly inaugurated the branch

at a ceremony attended by top-level govern-
ment officials, leading business figures, in
addition to Jassim Mohammed Khamis Al-
Sharah (Chariman Grand Hypermarket,
Kuwait),  Aboobacker Mohammed (Regency
Group Executive Director), Ayyoob Kachery
(Regional Director),  Dr.  Abdul Fathah
(Director),  Mohammed Suneer (CEO),
Thahseer Ali (General Manager), Sanin Wasim

(Manager- Marketing), and other manage-
ment representatives.

As part of the inaugural offer, the new out-
let has announced huge discounts, in addition
to the special offers that have been planned at
all the other outlets during the festive season.
The inaugural event saw a huge turnout of
guests, who dared unfriendly weather to
attend it. Grand Hypermarket has a strong rep-

utation in the market for providing a wide
range of products including food stuffs, world-
class electronic appliances, home appliances,
foot wear, health and beauty products for
affordable prices. Perishable goods are
shipped by air on a daily basis to ensure they
are available fresh to the end users.

Dr Anvar Ameen stated that Grand
Hypermarket differentiates itself by providing

consumers with high-quality products,
uniquely selected to suit their tastes and price
sensitivities. “This way we make sure the con-
sumers enjoy a complete shopping experi-
ence,” he added. As part of its regional expan-
sion plans, the Regency group will be launch-
ing branches of Grand Hyper, Grand
Supermarket and Grand Fresh in UAE, Oman
and Qatar. 

Grand Hypermarket 

opens its 46th branch in Farwaniya

Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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  01:15   Rivers Nine   
02:50   Judge Dredd   
04:25   Independents’ Day   
06:00   The Tower   
08:00   Dark Was The Night   
09:40   Larceny   
11:10   Judge Dredd   
12:50   The Tower   
14:55   Dark Was The Night   
16:35   Harlock: Space Pirate   
18:30   In The Heart Of The Sea   
20:35   In Time   
22:25   X-Men: First Class        

00:45   Treehouse Masters   
01:40   Bad Dog   
02:35   Snake Sheila   
03:00   Snake Sheila   
03:25   Expedition Mungo   
04:15   Shark After Dark   
05:02   Wildest India   
05:49   Untamed & Uncut   
06:36   Going Ape   
07:00   Going Ape   
07:25   Snake Sheila   
07:50   Snake Sheila   
08:15   Treehouse Masters   
09:10   Bad Dog   
10:05   Wildest India   
11:00   Snake Sheila   
11:28   Snake Sheila   
11:55   Expedition Mungo   
12:50   Shark After Dark   
13:45   Bad Dog   
14:40   Wildest India   
15:35   Untamed & Uncut   
16:30   Treehouse Masters   
17:25   Project Grizzly   
18:20   After The Attack   
19:15   Bad Dog   
20:10   Snake Sheila   
20:38   Snake Sheila   
21:05   Project Grizzly   
22:00   I Survived An Animal Attack   
22:55   Bahama Blue   
23:50   Untamed & Uncut       

00:30   Ripper Street   
01:25   Doctor Foster   
02:25   Sherlock   
04:05   Death In Paradise   
05:00   Death In Paradise   
06:00   The Detectorists   
06:30   Holby City   
07:20   Death In Paradise   
08:15   Doctor Who   
09:05   Stella   
09:50   New Tricks   
10:45   Death In Paradise   
11:45   Doctor Who   
12:35   Stella   
13:20   Holby City   
14:15   The Detectorists   
14:45   Death In Paradise   
15:40   Doctor Who   
16:35   Stella   
17:20   New Tricks   
18:15   Holby City   
19:10   Death In Paradise   
20:00   Line Of Duty   
21:00   Line Of Duty   
22:00   Silent Witness   
23:00   Doctor Foster   
23:55   Holby City    

00:00   Crimes That Shook Australia   
01:00   It Takes A Killer   
01:30   It Takes A Killer   
02:00   Cold Case Files   
03:00   Crimes That Shook Britain   
04:00   Crimes That Shook Australia   
05:00   It Takes A Killer   
05:30   It Takes A Killer   
06:00   Cold Case Files   
07:00   Cold Case Files   
08:00   It Takes A Killer   
08:30   It Takes A Killer   
09:00   Homicide Hunter   
10:00   Crime Stories   
11:00   Crime Stories   
12:00   Crime Stories   
13:00   Crime Stories   
14:00   It Takes A Killer   
14:30   It Takes A Killer   
15:00   Cold Case Files   
16:00   Crimes That Shook Britain   
17:00   Nightmare In Suburbia   
18:00   Crime Stories   
19:00   It Takes A Killer   
19:30   It Takes A Killer   
20:00   Homicide Hunter   
21:00   Cold Case Files   
22:00   Killers: Behind The Myth   
23:00   Evil Up Close       

00:05   Tosh.0   
00:30   Lip Sync Battle   
00:55   Show Me The Funny   
01:45   Broad City   
02:10   Broad City   
02:35   Tosh.0   
03:00   The Daily Show With Trevor Noah   
03:25   Disorderly Conduct: Video On
Patrol   
04:15   Lip Sync Battle   
04:40   Ridiculousness   
05:05   Disaster Date   
05:30   Catch A Contractor   
06:20   Bondi Ink.   
07:15   Disorderly Conduct: Video On
Patrol   
08:05   Disaster Date   
08:30   Impractical Jokers   
08:55   Ridiculousness   
09:20   Key And Peele   
09:45   Lip Sync Battle   
10:10   Ridiculousness   
10:35   Disaster Date   
11:00   Coaching Bad   
11:50   Disaster Date   
12:15   Catch A Contractor   
13:05   Disorderly Conduct: Video On
Patrol   
13:55   Frankenfood   
14:20   Frankenfood   
14:45   Lip Sync Battle   
15:10   Lip Sync Battle   
15:35   Ridiculousness Arabia   
16:00   Impractical Jokers   
16:30   Disaster Date   
16:55   Disaster Date   
17:20   Ridiculousness   
17:45   Ridiculousness   
18:10   Impractical Jokers   
18:35   Key And Peele   
18:59   The Jim Gaffigan Show   
19:22   Brotherhood   
19:46   Ridiculousness Arabia   
20:09   Key And Peele   
20:32   Ridiculousness Arabia   
21:00   The Daily Show With Trevor Noah   

21:30   Inside Amy Schumer   
22:00   Inside Amy Schumer   
22:25   Broad City   
22:50   Broad City   
23:15   Idiotsitter   
23:40   The Daily Show With Trevor Noah   

00:05   Destroyed In Seconds   
00:30   Alaska Gold Diggers   
01:20   Life On A Wire   
02:10   Dirty Jobs   
03:00   Finding Bigfoot   
03:50   Destroyed In Seconds   
04:15   Destroyed In Seconds   
04:40   How It’s Made   
05:05   How It’s Made   
05:30   Alaska Gold Diggers   
06:20   Mythbusters   
07:00   Awesome Adventures   
07:25   Dick ‘n’ Dom Go Wild   
07:50   K9 Cops   
08:40   How It’s Made   
09:05   How It’s Made   
09:30   Nextworld   
10:20   Mythbusters   
11:10   K9 Cops   
12:00   Finding Bigfoot   
12:50   How It’s Made   
13:15   How It’s Made   
13:40   Alaska Gold Diggers   
14:30   Awesome Adventures   
14:55   Dick ‘n’ Dom Go Wild   
15:20   Destroyed In Seconds   
15:45   Destroyed In Seconds   
16:10   Nextworld   
17:00   Driving Me Crazy   
17:50   World’s Top 5   
18:40   Mythbusters   
19:30   How It’s Made   
19:55   How It’s Made   
20:20   Destroyed In Seconds   
20:45   Destroyed In Seconds   
21:10   Driving Me Crazy   
22:00   World’s Top 5   
22:50   Finding Bigfoot   
23:40   Destroyed In Seconds     

00:35   The Perfect Murder   
01:22   Sin City Justice   
02:10   Sexual Assault In College: Tamron
Hall...   
03:00   I Am Homicide   
03:48   Disappeared   
04:36   Grave Secrets   
05:24   Swamp Murders   
06:12   I’d Kill For You   
07:00   Disappeared   
07:50   Grave Secrets   
08:40   Swamp Murders   
09:30   Deadly Affairs   
10:20   Blood Relatives   
11:10   Betrayed   
12:00   Disappeared   
12:50   Grave Secrets   
13:40   Swamp Murders   
14:30   I’d Kill For You   
15:20   Blood Relatives   
16:10   Disappeared   
17:00   Disappeared   
17:50   Grave Secrets   
18:40   Swamp Murders   
19:30   I’d Kill For You   
20:20   Blood Relatives   
21:10   Unravelled   
22:00   Who Killed Angie Dodge: Keith
Morrison...   
22:50   Your Worst Nightmare   
23:40   Forbidden: Dying For Love       

00:00   Hank Zipzer   
00:25   Alex & Co.   
00:45   The Hive   
00:50   Evermoor Chronicles   
01:15   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
01:40   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
02:05   Binny And The Ghost   
02:30   Binny And The Ghost   
02:55   Hank Zipzer   
03:15   The Hive   
03:20   Hank Zipzer   
03:45   Alex & Co.   
04:10   Alex & Co.   
04:35   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
05:00   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
05:25   Binny And The Ghost   
05:45   The Hive   
05:50   Rolling With The Ronks   
06:00   Jessie   
06:25   Liv And Maddie   
06:50   Tsum Tsum Shorts   
06:55   Lolirock   
07:20   Elena Of Avalor   
07:45   Bunk’d   
08:10   Stuck In The Middle   
08:35   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug And
Cat Noir   
09:00   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug And
Cat Noir   
09:25   Lolirock   
09:50   Lolirock   
10:15   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
10:40   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
11:05   Hank Zipzer   
11:30   Alex & Co.   
11:55   Disney Mickey Mouse   
12:00   Rolling With The Ronks   
12:15   Lolirock   
12:40   Lolirock   
13:05   Star Darlings   
13:10   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug And
Cat Noir   
13:35   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug And
Cat Noir   
14:00   Jessie   
14:25   Lolirock   
14:50   The Zhuzhus   
15:15   Elena Of Avalor   
15:40   Stuck In The Middle   
16:05   Liv And Maddie   
16:30   Whisker Haven Tales With The
Palace Pets   
16:35   Bunk’d   
17:00   K.C. Undercover   
17:25   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug And
Cat Noir   
17:50   Girl Meets World   
18:15   Disney Mickey Mouse   
18:20   Bizaardvark   
18:45   Best Friends Whenever   
19:10   Tsum Tsum Shorts   
19:15   Liv And Maddie   
19:40   Elena Of Avalor   
20:05   Jessie   
20:30   Cracke   
20:35   K.C. Undercover   
21:00   Austin & Ally   
21:25   Stuck In The Middle   
21:50   Sunny Bunnies   
21:55   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug And
Cat Noir   
22:20   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug And
Cat Noir   
22:45   Lolirock   

23:05   Disney Mickey Mouse   
23:10   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
23:35   Binny And The Ghost       

00:00   Henry Hugglemonster   
00:15   Calimero   
00:30   Art Attack   
00:55   Zou   
01:05   Loopdidoo   
01:20   Henry Hugglemonster   
01:35   Calimero   
01:50   Zou   
02:05   Art Attack   
02:30   Henry Hugglemonster   
02:40   Loopdidoo   
02:55   Henry Hugglemonster   
03:10   Art Attack   
03:35   Loopdidoo   
03:50   Calimero   
04:05   Art Attack   
04:30   Henry Hugglemonster   
04:45   Zou   
05:00   Art Attack   
05:30   Henry Hugglemonster   
05:45   Loopdidoo   
06:00   Zou   
06:15   Calimero   
06:30   Loopdidoo   
06:45   Henry Hugglemonster   
07:00   Sofia The First   
07:30   The Lion Guard   
08:00   Mickey And The Roadster Racers   
08:30   Doc McStuffins   
09:00   PJ Masks   
09:30   Miles From Tomorrow   
10:00   Jake And The Never Land Pirates   
10:30   Mickey And The Roadster Racers   
11:00   PJ Masks   
11:30   My Friends Tigger & Pooh   
12:00   Goldie & Bear   
12:30   Sofia The First   
13:00   Jake And The Never Land Pirates   
13:30   PJ Masks   
14:00   My Friends Tigger & Pooh   
14:30   The Lion Guard   
15:00   Sheriff Callie’s Wild West   
15:30   Mickey And The Roadster Racers   
16:00   Sofia The First   
16:25   Miles From Tomorrow   
16:50   Doc McStuffins   
17:15   The Lion Guard   
17:45   Sofia The First   
18:15   Goldie & Bear   
18:45   Mickey And The Roadster Racers   
19:15   Little Mermaid   
19:45   PJ Masks   
20:15   The Lion Guard   
20:45   Mickey Mouse Clubhouse   
21:15   Goldie & Bear   
21:45   Doc McStuffins   
22:15   Little Mermaid   
22:45   Mickey Mouse Clubhouse   
23:15   PJ Masks   
23:45   Loopdidoo     

00:20   Wheeler Dealers   
01:05   Cooper’s Treasure   
01:50   Deadliest Catch   
02:35   Devil’s Canyon   
03:20   Fast N’ Loud   
04:05   The Island With Bear Grylls   
04:50   Alaska: The Last Frontier   
05:35   How Do They Do It?   
06:00   Deadliest Catch   
06:45   Wheeler Dealers   
07:30   Fast N’ Loud   
08:15   The Island With Bear Grylls   
09:00   Storage Wars Canada   
09:25   How Do They Do It?   
09:47   How Do They Do It?   
10:10   Cooper’s Treasure   
10:55   Deadliest Catch   
11:40   Devil’s Canyon   
12:25   How Do They Do It?   
12:47   Storage Wars Canada   
13:10   Alaska: The Last Frontier   
13:55   The Island With Bear Grylls   
14:40   Deadliest Catch   
15:25   Fast N’ Loud   
16:10   Wheeler Dealers   
17:00   How Do They Do It?   
17:25   How Do They Do It?   
17:50   Storage Wars Canada   
18:20   Storage Wars Canada   
18:50   The Island With Bear Grylls   
19:40   How Do They Do It?   
20:10   How Do They Do It?   
20:35   How Do They Do It?   
21:00   The Island With Bear Grylls   
21:50   Treasure Quest: Snake Island   
22:40   Legend Of Croc Gold   
23:30   Fast N’ Loud      

06:00   Penn Zero: Part Time Hero   
06:25   Disney11   
06:50   Gravity Falls   
07:15   Right Now Kapow   
07:40   Mech-X4   
08:05   Marvel’s Rocket And Groot   
08:10   K.C. Undercover   
08:35   Milo Murphy’s Law   
09:00   Star vs The Forces Of Evil   
09:25   Supa Strikas   
09:50   Supa Strikas   
10:20   Kickin’ It   
10:45   Kickin’ It   
11:10   Mighty Med   
11:35   Mighty Med   
12:00   Lab Rats   
12:30   Lab Rats   
12:55   K.C. Undercover   
13:20   K.C. Undercover   
13:45   Gamer’s Guide To Pretty...   
14:10   Disney Mickey Mouse   
14:15   Kirby Buckets Warped   
14:40   Lab Rats: Bionic Island   
15:05   Milo Murphy’s Law   
15:30   Walk The Prank   
15:55   Right Now Kapow   
16:25   Supa Strikas   
16:50   Disney11   
17:15   Mech-X4   
17:40   Gravity Falls   
18:05   Milo Murphy’s Law   
18:30   Marvel’s Ant-Man   
18:35   Lab Rats   
19:00   Kirby Buckets   
19:25   Walk The Prank   
19:50   Marvel’s Rocket And Groot   
19:55   Right Now Kapow   
20:20   Mech-X4   
20:45   Disney11   
21:10   K.C. Undercover   
21:35   Marvel’s Ant-Man   
21:40   Disney Mickey Mouse   
21:45   Lab Rats   
22:10   Lab Rats   
22:35   Phineas And Ferb   
23:00   Programmes Start At 6:00am KSA      

00:10   Life Of Kylie   
00:35   Life Of Kylie   
01:05   Revenge Body With Khloe

Kardashian   
01:55   Revenge Body With Khloe
Kardashian   
02:50   Celebrity Style Story   
03:20   Celebrity Style Story   
03:50   So Cosmo   
04:40   So Cosmo   
05:30   Celebrity Style Story   
06:00   Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry   
06:55   E! News   
07:10   Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry   
08:10   E! News: Daily Pop   
09:10   Life Of Kylie   
09:40   Life Of Kylie   
10:10   Second Wives Club   
11:05   Second Wives Club   
12:00   E! News   
12:15   Botched By Nature   
13:10   Botched By Nature   
14:05   Botched By Nature   
15:00   E! News   
15:15   E! News: Daily Pop   
16:15   Revenge Body With Khloe
Kardashian   
17:05   Revenge Body With Khloe
Kardashian   
18:00   Revenge Body With Khloe
Kardashian   
19:00   E! News   
20:00   Botched   
21:00   Botched   
22:00   Famously Single   
23:00   E! News   
23:15   WAGs Miami       

00:00   Restaurant Stakeout   
01:00   Mystery Diners   
01:30   Mystery Diners   
02:00   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
02:30   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
03:00   Man Fire Food   
03:30   Man Fire Food   
04:00   Chopped   
05:00   Guy’s Grocery Games   
06:00   Barefoot Contessa: Back To Basics   
06:25   Barefoot Contessa: Back To Basics   
06:50   Anna Olson: Fresh   
07:15   The Kitchen   
08:05   The Pioneer Woman   
08:30   The Pioneer Woman   
08:55   Siba’s Table   
09:25   Siba’s Table   
09:55   Cooking For Real   
10:25   Cooking For Real   
10:55   The Kitchen   
11:45   Bake With Anna Olson   
12:10   The Pioneer Woman   
12:35   The Pioneer Woman   
13:00   Siba’s Table   
13:30   Siba’s Table   
14:00   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
14:30   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
15:00   Chopped   
16:00   The Kitchen   
17:00   Cooking For Real   
17:30   Cooking For Real   
18:00   Chopped   
19:00   Guy’s Grocery Games   
20:00   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
20:30   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
21:00   Man Fire Food   
21:30   Man Fire Food   
22:00   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
22:30   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
23:00   Chopped        

00:10   Don’t Tell The Bride   
01:00   Emmerdale   
01:30   Coronation Street   
02:00   Coronation Street   
02:30   The Chase: Celebrity Specials   
03:25   Victoria   
04:15   Queen Victoria’s Letters: A
Monarch Unveiled   
05:15   Couples Come Dine With Me   
06:10   Don’t Tell The Bride   
07:05   The Chase: Celebrity Specials   
08:00   Victoria   
09:00   Queen Victoria’s Letters: A
Monarch Unveiled   
10:00   Couples Come Dine With Me   
10:55   Don’t Tell The Bride   
11:50   The Chase: Celebrity Specials   
12:45   Emmerdale   
13:15   Coronation Street   
13:45   Coronation Street   
14:15   Don’t Tell The Bride   
15:10   The Chase: Celebrity Specials   
16:00   Diana: The Day The World Cried   
16:55   The Jonathan Ross Show   
17:50   Couples Come Dine With Me   
18:45   Emmerdale   
19:15   Coronation Street   
19:45   Coronation Street   
20:10   The Chase: Celebrity Specials   
21:00   Diana: The Day The World Cried   
21:55   The Jonathan Ross Show   
22:50   Emmerdale   
23:15   Coronation Street   
23:40   Coronation Street        

00:00   America: The Story Of The U.S.   
01:00   15 Septembers Later   
02:50   Ancient Aliens   
03:40   Hangar 1: The UFO Files   
04:30   Engineering Disasters   
05:20   America: The Story Of The U.S.   
06:10   The Universe   
07:00   Clash Of Warriors   
08:00   America’s Book Of Secrets   
09:00   Ancient Aliens   
10:00   How 2 Win   
11:00   Engineering Disasters   
12:00   America: The Story Of The U.S.   
13:00   Clash Of Warriors   
14:00   America’s Book Of Secrets   
15:00   Ancient Aliens   
16:00   How 2 Win   
17:00   The Universe   
18:00   America: The Story Of The U.S.   
19:00   Clash Of Warriors   
20:00   America’s Book Of Secrets   
21:00   Ancient Aliens   
22:00   Ancient Aliens   
23:00   Engineering Disasters      

00:20   American Ripper In London   
01:10   JFK Declassified: Hunting Oswald   
02:00   JFK Declassified: Hunting Oswald   
02:50   Storage Wars   
03:15   American Pickers   
04:05   Pawn Stars   
04:30   Pawn Stars   
05:00   Mountain Men   
06:00   Ultimate Wheels   
06:50   Duck Dynasty   
07:15   Duck Dynasty   
07:40   Counting Cars   
08:05   Counting Cars   
08:30   Pawn Stars   
08:55   Pawn Stars   
09:20   Storage Wars   
09:45   Storage Wars   

10:10   American Pickers   
11:00   Time Team   
11:50   Duck Dynasty   
12:15   Duck Dynasty   
12:40   Counting Cars   
13:05   Counting Cars   
13:30   Aussie Pickers   
14:20   Mountain Men   
15:10   Ultimate Wheels   
16:00   Storage Wars   
16:25   Storage Wars   
16:50   Pawn Stars   
17:15   Pawn Stars   
17:40   Ultimate Soldier Challenge   
18:30   Aussie Pickers   
19:20   Mountain Men   
20:10   American Pickers   
21:00   Mountain Men   
21:50   Alone: Lost And Found   
22:40   Swamp People   
23:30   American Pickers       

00:15   David Rocco’s Dolce India   
00:45   Chasing The Sun   
01:10   Places We Go   
01:40   City Chase Marrakech   
02:35   World’s Greatest Food Markets   
03:30   Fish Of The Day   
03:55   Street Food Around The World   
04:25   David Rocco’s Dolce India   
04:50   Places We Go   
05:20   Warrior Road Trip   
06:15   David Rocco’s Dolce Vita   
06:40   Poh & Co.   
07:10   City Chase Marrakech   
08:05   World’s Greatest Food Markets   
09:00   Fish Of The Day   
09:25   Street Food Around The World   
09:55   David Rocco’s Dolce India   
10:20   Places We Go   
10:50   Warrior Road Trip   
11:45   David Rocco’s Dolce Vita   
12:10   Poh & Co.   
12:40   City Chase Rome   
13:35   World’s Greatest Food Markets   
14:30   Fish Of The Day   
14:55   Top Chef Top Table: Seoul   
15:25   David Rocco’s Dolce India   
15:50   Places We Go   
16:20   Places We Go   
16:45   David Rocco’s Dolce Vita   
17:15   Warrior Road Trip   
18:10   Andy And Ben Eat Australia   
18:35   Andy And Ben Eat Australia   
19:05   David Rocco’s Dolce India   
19:30   Places We Go   
20:00   Places We Go   
20:30   David Rocco’s Dolce Vita   
21:00   Warrior Road Trip   
22:00   Andy And Ben Eat Australia   
22:25   Andy And Ben Eat Australia   
22:55   City Chase Rome   
23:50   World’s Greatest Food Markets        

00:10   Airport Security: Colombia   
01:00   Highway Thru Hell   
02:00   Big Fix Alaska   
03:00   Best Of Hard Time   
04:00   Airport Security: Colombia   
05:00   4 Babies A Second   
06:00   Brain Games   
06:30   Brain Games   
07:00   Hooked   
08:00   Surgery Ship   
09:00   4 Babies A Second   
10:00   Alaska Fish Wars: Season On The
Edge   
11:00   Wicked Tuna   
12:00   Air Crash Investigation   
13:00   Rare   
14:00   Brain Games   
14:30   Brain Games   
15:00   Hooked   
16:00   Big Fish, Texas   
17:00   Wicked Tuna   
18:00   Air Crash Investigation   
19:00   Hooked   
20:00   Big Fish, Texas   
20:50   Wicked Tuna   
21:40   Air Crash Investigation   
22:30   Hooked   
23:20   Brain Games   
23:45   Brain Games       

00:20   Revenge Of The Lioness   
01:10   Ultimate Animal Countdown   
02:00   Venom Island   
02:50   Monster Fish   
03:45   Ultimate Predators GPU   
04:40   Snakes In The City   
05:35   Venom Island   
06:30   Monster Fish   
07:25   Ultimate Predators GPU   
08:20   Snakes In The City   
09:15   Secret Life Of Predators   
10:10   Predator Patrol   
11:05   Secrets Of The Wild   
12:00   Malaysia From Below   
12:55   Venom Island   
13:50   Monster Fish   
14:45   Ultimate Predators GPU   
15:40   Snakes In The City   
16:35   Secret Life Of Predators   
17:30   Predator Patrol   
18:25   Secrets Of The Wild   
19:20   Ultimate Predators GPU   
20:10   Snakes In The City   
21:00   Secret Life Of Predators   
21:50   Predator Patrol   
22:40   Secrets Of The Wild   
23:30   Malaysia From Below       

00:12   Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles   
00:36   Rabbids Invasion   
01:00   Rabbids Invasion   
01:24   Sanjay And Craig   
01:48   Sanjay And Craig   
02:12   Winx Club   
02:36   Winx Club   
03:00   Harvey Beaks   
03:24   Harvey Beaks   
03:48   The Loud House   
04:12   The Loud House   
04:36   Breadwinners   
05:00   Breadwinners   
05:24   Get Blake   
05:48   SpongeBob SquarePants   
06:12   SpongeBob SquarePants   
06:36   Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles   
07:00   The Loud House   
07:24   Rabbids Invasion   
07:48   Get Blake   
08:12   Harvey Beaks   
08:36   Sanjay And Craig   
09:00   Rank The Prank   
09:24   Henry Danger   
09:48   100 Things To Do Before High
School   
10:12   Game Shakers   
10:36   Regal Academy   
11:00   Winx Club   
11:24   SpongeBob SquarePants   
11:48   Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles   

12:12   The Loud House   
12:36   Rabbids Invasion   
13:00   Breadwinners   
13:24   Sanjay And Craig   
13:48   100 Things To Do Before High
School   
14:12   School Of Rock   
14:36   The Thundermans   
15:00   Henry Danger   
15:24   The Loud House   
15:48   SpongeBob SquarePants   
16:12   Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles   
16:36   The Loud House   
17:00   Regal Academy   
17:24   Winx Club   
17:48   Hunter Street   
18:12   Henry Danger   
18:36   Nicky, Ricky, Dicky & Dawn   
19:00   School Of Rock   
19:24   Game Shakers   
19:48   The Thundermans   
20:12   SpongeBob SquarePants   
20:36   Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles   
21:00   The Loud House   
21:24   Sanjay And Craig   
21:48   Rabbids Invasion   
22:12   Breadwinners   
22:36   Harvey Beaks   
23:00   SpongeBob SquarePants   
23:24   SpongeBob SquarePants   
23:48   Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles     

00:04   Max & Ruby   
00:27   Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom   
00:38   Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom   
00:48   The Day Henry Met   
00:53   The Day Henry Met   
00:58   Blaze And The Monster Machines   
01:21   Blaze And The Monster Machines   
01:43   Zack & Quack   
02:03   Shimmer And Shine   
02:25   Olive The Ostrich   
02:31   Olive The Ostrich   
02:36   Paw Patrol   
02:59   Little Charmers   
03:11   Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom   
03:22   Dora The Explorer   
03:45   Max & Ruby   
04:07   The Day Henry Met   
04:13   Nella The Princess Knight   
04:36   Shimmer And Shine   
04:59   Dora And Friends   
05:21   Zack & Quack   
05:32   The Day Henry Met   
05:38   Blaze And The Monster Machines   
06:00   Rusty Rivets   
06:12   Paw Patrol   
06:37   Dora The Explorer   
07:00   Zack & Quack   
07:21   Bubble Guppies   
07:45   Blaze And The Monster Machines   
08:08   Paw Patrol   
08:32   Shimmer And Shine   
08:54   Nella The Princess Knight   
09:16   The Day Henry Met   
09:22   Paw Patrol   
09:45   Rusty Rivets   
09:57   Bubble Guppies   
10:21   Fresh Beat Band Of Spies   
10:43   Zack & Quack   
10:54   Team Umizoomi   
11:17   Shimmer And Shine   
11:41   Shimmer And Shine   
12:03   Max & Ruby   
12:26   Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom   
12:37   Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom   
12:47   The Day Henry Met   
12:52   The Day Henry Met   
12:58   Blaze And The Monster Machines   
13:21   Blaze And The Monster Machines   
13:44   Zack & Quack   
14:04   Shimmer And Shine   
14:26   Olive The Ostrich   
14:32   Olive The Ostrich   
14:37   Paw Patrol   
15:00   Little Charmers   
15:12   Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom   
15:23   Dora The Explorer   
15:46   Max & Ruby   
16:08   The Day Henry Met   
16:14   Nella The Princess Knight   
16:37   Shimmer And Shine   
17:00   Dora And Friends   
17:22   Zack & Quack   
17:33   The Day Henry Met   
17:38   Blaze And The Monster Machines   
18:00   Rusty Rivets   
18:12   Paw Patrol   
18:37   Dora The Explorer   
19:00   Zack & Quack   
19:21   Bubble Guppies   
19:45   Blaze And The Monster Machines   
20:08   Paw Patrol   
20:32   Shimmer And Shine   
20:54   Nella The Princess Knight   
21:16   The Day Henry Met   
21:22   Paw Patrol   
21:45   Rusty Rivets   
21:57   Bubble Guppies   
22:21   Fresh Beat Band Of Spies   
22:43   Zack & Quack   
22:54   Team Umizoomi   
23:17   Shimmer And Shine   
23:40   Shimmer And Shine      

00:15   Herbie Fully Loaded   
02:00   Frankenweenie   
03:30   Ratatouille   
05:25   The Emperor’s New Groove   
06:50   Herbie Fully Loaded   
08:35   Frankenweenie   
10:10   Oliver & Company   
11:35   Ratatouille   
13:35   Kronk’s New Groove   
15:00   Atlantis: The Lost Empire   
16:40   The Parent Trap   
18:50   K-9 Adventures: Legend Of The
Lost Gold   
20:25   Return To Oz   
22:15   Kronk’s New Groove   
23:35   Atlantis: The Lost Empire   

00:05   Mean Machine   
01:50   Break Point   
03:25   After The Ball   
05:10   Father Of The Bride Part II   
07:00   A Thousand Words   
08:35   After The Ball   
10:20   Father Of The Bride Part II   
12:10   A Thousand Words   
13:50   Bill   
15:25   Three Men And A Little Lady   
17:15   Oscar   
19:10   Big   
21:00   Jeff, Who Lives At Home   
22:30   Stung       

02:10   A Late Quartet   
04:00   5 Flights Up   
05:35   Goal!   
07:35   A Country Called Home   
09:10   Swing Kids   
11:10   Goal!   

13:10   5 Flights Up   
14:50   Healing   
16:50   Pele: Birth Of A Legend   
18:40   Eyes Of An Angel   
20:20   Operation Avalanche   
22:00   The Zero Theorem   

01:20   Micropolis   
02:55   Frog Kingdom   
04:30   Rainbow Valley Heroes   
06:10   Mickey’s Twice Upon A Christmas   
07:40   A Town Called Panic   
09:05   Mia And The Migoo   
10:45   Dragon Hill   
12:05   Ploddy Police Car On The Case   
13:25   Frog Kingdom   
15:00   Rainbow Valley Heroes   
16:40   Hotel For Dogs   
18:25   Dragon Hill   
19:45   Memory Loss   
21:10   Big Baby   
22:40   Hotel For Dogs    

01:10   Creed   
03:30   Little Man Tate   
05:15   The Finest Hours   
07:20   Ghostbusters   
09:10   The Blind Side   
11:20   Creed   
13:35   The Guardian   
16:00   Ghostbusters II   
17:55   Inception   
20:25   Sahara   
22:30   Pushing Tin   

00:30   How Do They Do It?   
00:55   Food Factory   
01:20   NASA’s Unexplained Files   
02:10   NASA’s Unexplained Files   
03:00   The Big Brain Theory   
03:48   Mythbusters   
04:36   How Do They Do It?   
05:00   Food Factory   
05:24   NASA’s Unexplained Files   
06:12   NASA’s Unexplained Files   
07:00   How Do They Do It?   
07:26   The Big Brain Theory   
08:14   Mythbusters   
09:02   NASA’s Unexplained Files   
09:50   How Do They Do It?   
10:14   Food Factory   
10:38   NASA’s Unexplained Files   
11:26   The Big Brain Theory   
12:14   Mythbusters   
13:02   How Do They Do It?   
13:26   Food Factory   
13:50   NASA’s Unexplained Files   
14:38   The Big Brain Theory   
15:26   NASA’s Unexplained Files   
16:14   Mythbusters   
17:02   NASA’s Unexplained Files   
17:50   Dangerman   
18:40   Mythbusters   
19:30   Secrets Of The Underground   
20:20   How Do They Do It?   
20:45   Food Factory   
21:10   NASA’s Unexplained Files   
22:00   Secrets Of The Underground   
22:50   Dangerman   
23:40   Mythbusters        

01:00   Unthinkable   
02:30   Rob Zombie’s Halloween   
04:15   Kill Bill: Vol. 2   
06:30   Arthur Newman   
08:15   Good Will Hunting   
10:20   The Ladykillers   
12:00   The English Patient   
14:45   Unthinkable   
16:15   Kill Bill: Vol. 1   
18:15   Rob Zombie’s Halloween   
20:00   Loosies   
21:45   My Boss’s Daughter   
23:30   Beneath The Blue         

00:00   Married At First Sight   
01:00   Married At First Sight   
02:00   Three   
03:00   Three   
04:00   Three   
05:00   The Fashion Fund   
06:00   Fit For Fashion   
07:00   Fit For Fashion   
08:00   Married At First Sight   
09:00   Married At First Sight   
10:00   Three   
11:00   Three   
12:00   Three   
13:00   The Fashion Fund   
14:00   Fit For Fashion   
15:00   Fit For Fashion   
16:00   Married At First Sight   
17:00   Married At First Sight   
18:00   Making Mr. Right   
19:00   Making Mr. Right   
20:00   Making Mr. Right   
21:00   The Fashion Fund   
22:00   Fit For Fashion   
23:00   Fit For Fashion   

00:20   7 Little Johnstons   
01:05   Little And Looking For Love   
01:50   Return To Amish   
02:35   Say Yes To The Dress: Canada   
02:57   Say Yes To The Dress: Canada   
03:20   Sister Wives   
04:05   Toddlers & Tiaras   
04:50   Dare To Wear   
05:35   Say Yes To The Dress:
Bridesmaids   
06:00   Obsessive Compulsive Cleaners   
06:45   Say Yes To The Dress: Canada   
07:07   Say Yes To The Dress: Canada   
07:30   Say Yes To The Dress UK   
07:52   Say Yes To The Dress UK   
08:15   Sister Wives   
09:00   Cake Boss   
09:25   Toddlers & Tiaras   
10:10   Obsessive Compulsive Cleaners   
10:55   Too Ugly For Love?   
11:40   Say Yes To The Dress: Canada   
12:02   Say Yes To The Dress: Canada   
12:25   Outdaughtered: Busby Quints   
13:10   7 Little Johnstons   
13:55   Toddlers & Tiaras   
14:40   Sister Wives   
15:25   Too Ugly For Love?   
16:10   Love, Lust Or Run   
16:35   Cake Boss   
17:00   The Undateables   
17:50   Obsessive Compulsive Cleaners   
18:50   Dare To Wear   
19:40   Say Yes To The Dress:
Bridesmaids   
20:10   Cake Boss   
20:35   Cake Boss   



TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2017

Job and family may take up most of your time now. You may find that
friends and many personal interests fall by the wayside. Perhaps there is a

new member of the family in your household at this time. This marks a time when you
look for a new career direction. You may want to enter a request when it comes time for
an employee review. If you see that you would do better in public relations, or in some
other department, start a project that would help you show off your talents. When high-
er-ups recognize your potential, you may begin to realize some moves up the success
ladder, perhaps a move to a different environment. You are motivated to even higher
achievements. Financial security may assume a high priority now.

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Discipline is no problem, but you may be too assertive during this time. You
are involved in a day that requires intense mental effort on your part. However, you have
a lot of energy to pour into career decisions. Later this afternoon others will find you just
plain witty and the ideas roll off your tongue. This is a real time for communication—by
phone, by letter or in person. The mind is clear and you can be most persuasive with oth-
ers. The situation is a natural for self-expression and creates an opportunity to develop
your professional goals. Make it a point to take your breaks and be aware of your ener-
gies during your breaks—relax! Exercise or take in a massage this afternoon. A good con-
versation with loved ones is enjoyed tonight, lots of laughter.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Taking care of business is a major theme where your emotional orientation
is concerned this workday. There is intellectual creativity—expressing yourself well
comes to mean more. Beating the odds through cleverness is appealing and this may
lead to an interest in all kinds of financial speculation. A conference with a friend or rela-
tive may find you making decisions along these lines. You may be able to help a loved
one advance his or her own financial security now; teaching budget techniques is wise.
Young people may involve you in their activities after work. There is a chance to under-
stand those around you and to have a special time with someone you love. A sense of
support and harmony makes this a happy time.

You got it . . . Another high-cycle day! You could come up with new solu-
tions or inventions. If something doesn’t work, you seem to know just who to call that will
be able to fix, change or update equipment or projects or most any other thing. You see a
value on the way you make choices and you usually take care when making decisions
concerning finances. You will be teaching through example, the art of making choices
regarding expenditures. You may even find that your way of economizing will help you
achieve a better position in the workplace. Your transportation home this afternoon may
be a little different in that someone needs a ride and you are not inclined to say no. This
ride may be a fun opportunity to get to know a co-worker better.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

This is a rewarding day—any reasonable investment, project or activity
will prove quite successful. Your superiors at work are in a position to help you get ahead
or give you advice on the best ways to handle a business situation. Do not hesitate to use
them when you need them. Your life is fast paced, and planning some ways to relieve the
stress is a very important part of maintaining good health. Perhaps a couple of your
friends or a family member will meet you after work at a health spa or a gym for an hour
of exercise this afternoon. This is one good way to bring family members or a loved one
into parts of your life outside your work world. A good workout can bring about some
wonderful conversations and inspiring moments..

You have a lot of energy to pour into practical decisions. You may appear
assertive. Right now, the key to career moves involves attending to nagging details—
whatever you have neglected and put aside. Attention to matters of health and efficien-
cy is also important. Good fortune and plain old luck surround you. It is easy for you to
make correct decisions, find the right path and move forward where career and success
are concerned. Life’s problems seem manageable. There is a feeling that anything is pos-
sible if you set your sights high enough. There are optimism, faith and a tendency to take
chances at the deepest emotional levels. You are a good mentor. New and deeper pow-
ers and abilities are being awakened in you—pay attention.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

You seem to shine above all others today as matters keep coming up that
give you opportunities to show off your creative abilities. You have suggestions and
methods that will cut cost and time—superiors are listening. You have an easy way with
superiors or those in authority and can usually manage to get the most out of any skill or
ability you have. You like work and career. You communicate with complete skill and oth-
ers will understand just what you mean. Your high degree of mental concentration helps
you to excel in speaking, writing and all types of communication skills. Your ambitions go
hand in hand with communication and using the mind—the two should never be far
apart. Make the time this evening to enjoy your friends—relax!

Libra (September 23-October 22)

It’s a time of refinement and tact, of an urge to please others that is so
strong it may make it hard to decide or act for fear of offending someone. You will quickly
learn to balance this out, or you will discover that there is no peace in compromise—and
this can be tough on close relationships—work or home. The trick is to find the win-win
solution and if anyone is ever up to it, you are at this time. You may benefit from other
people’s money—perhaps through a loan or through some investment. This is certainly a
time to reassess your investments. It would be well worth your time to think about some
sort of travel or volunteer service that would enhance your understanding of human
experiences. This will have a strong effect on your life and career.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

An important relationship, maybe with a person who is older or in authori-
ty, may come into focus today. There could be some tension or sense of

opposition requiring compromise or negotiation on your part. There is an opportunity for
understanding and even growth. Competition seems to spur you into achieving things
you never thought you could accomplish. This afternoon you will continue the competi-
tive edge through some sort of sports. Perhaps you are part of a team—expect the high-
est achievements. An early dinner this evening will give you plenty of time to attend a
special meeting or join a group. This evening, you are able to give examples of some ideas
and help to bring a group together. This could include a favorite hobby or a book review.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Independence, as well as anything unusual or different, is valued today.
Information that you have been questioning will begin to take shape and prove useful.
This next period is one of action and embarking on new projects. You may have a ten-
dency to take refuge in duties and responsibilities rather than face issues that might put
you through some changes, but today is different. Puzzling questions are present, and
there could be a feeling of being tested. If you are never puzzled or challenged, you may
never discover the extent of your intelligence. Perhaps this puzzle or challenge is great
enough to encourage you into further education or a special class in some particular skill

you want to learn. Dinner away from home can be enjoyed this evening.

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

There is a relentless drive to achieve the essentials that make your sense
of practical vision deep. You have a sense of how to manipulate sensitive

areas of the public mind. Perhaps you work for a group that is involved in the study of sta-
tistical matters. You may have come upon some answers lately that may be very impor-
tant to a particular project. Research and statistics and writing your findings could be
very important at this time. This could be a mentally stressful day for you as there is much
busywork. If you look at the far-reaching advantages you have encountered today, you
will want to record your studies. There is an emphasis on close relationships and ideas of
fairness and harmony concerning young people this evening. 

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Organizing a business conference or part of a business conference may be
on your shoulders today. After you have the plans in order you could ask for one or two
people to help in this process. There could be printing, technical equipment, memos, etc.
You will be glad to have some help. Your social connections will bring in a large crowd to
hear the main speaker. This afternoon you may be chosen to look at both sides of an
issue to figure out resolutions to opposing views. You find it easy to work with sensitive
material, touching upon the more vulnerable areas of the mind or self. You are able to
handle these delicate matters without ever breaking stride as emotional and tender
areas of the human psyche do not disturb you.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 1708

ACROSS
1. A hazy or indistinct representation.
5. A children's game played with little balls made

of a hard substance (as glass).
12. Standard time in the 8th time zone west of

Greenwich, reckoned at the 120th meridian
west.

15. Not widely known.
16. A member of the Siouan people formerly

inhabiting the Black Hills of western South
Dakota.

17. A flat wing-shaped process or winglike part of
an organism.

18. According to the Old Testament he was a
pagan king of Israel and husband of Jezebel
(9th century BC).

19. Elk or moose.
20. Relating to or applicable to or concerned with

the administration of a city or town or district
rather than a larger area.

22. A Russian prison camp for political prisoners.
24. An unfledged or nestling hawk.
25. An anti-TNF compound (trade name Arava)

that is given orally.
26. The ermine in its brown summer coat with

black-tipped tail.
28. A river of southwestern Africa that rises in cen-

tral Angola and flows east and then north
(forming part of the border between Angola
and Congo) and continuing northwest
through Congo to empty into the Congo
River on the border between Congo and
Republic of the Congo.

30. A state in northwestern North America.
32. A doctor's degree in education.
34. Pertaining to or resembling amoebae.
38. Nocturnal mouselike mammal with forelimbs

modified to form membranous wings and
anatomical adaptations for echolocation by
which they navigate.

43. A company emblem or device.
44. (Babylonian) A demigod or first man.
46. An indehiscent fruit derived from a single

ovary having one or many seeds within a
fleshy wall or pericarp.

47. An acute inflammatory disease occurring in
the intestines of premature infants.

48. Mediterranean germander having small hairy
leaves and reddish purple flowers.

49. Essential oil or perfume obtained from flow-
ers.

51. A meson produced as the result of high-ener-
gy particle collision.

53. Tall feather palm of northern Brazil with hard-
shelled nuts yielding valuable oil and a kind
of vegetable ivory.

55. English classical scholar noted for his transla-
tions of Plato and Aristotle (1817-1893).

59. Small terrestrial lizard of warm regions of the
Old World.

60. A large fleet.
63. Pertaining to or concerned with the humani-

ties.
66. 100 thebe equal 1 pula.
67. (Greek mythology) God of love.
68. A Tibetan or Mongolian priest of Lamaism.
72. Vietnamese New Year.
73. A port city in northeastern Greece on an inlet

of the Aegean Sea.
77. Someone who is morally reprehensible.
78. Being one more than two.
79. A cut of pork ribs with much of the meat

trimmed off.
80. A master's degree in fine arts.

81. The portion of the vertebrate nervous system
consisting of the brain and spinal cord.

82. Woody climbers of tropical Asia to Australia.
83. The sense organ for hearing and equilibrium.

DOWN
1. (informal) Exceptionally good.
2. A Loloish language.
3. A mountain range in western Russia extending

from the arctic to the Caspian Sea.
4. A refund of some fraction of the amount paid.
5. Extinct flightless bird of New Zealand.
6. Metal or plastic sheath over the end of a

shoelace or ribbon.
7. Full of zest or vigor.
8. Offering little or no hope.
9. The sacred city of Lamaism.
10. Angular distance above the horizon (especial-

ly of a celestial object).
11. A deep bow.
12. Large burrowing rodent of South and Central

America.
13. Speaking a Slavic language.
14. The basic unit of money in Western Samoa.
21. A projecting bay window corbeled or can-

tilevered out from a wall.
23. Expletives used informally as intensifiers.
27. A public promotion of some product or serv-

ice.
29. The world's largest desert (3,500,000 square

miles) in North Africa.
31. A family of Sino-Tibetan languages spoken in

southeastern Asia.
33. A sharp blow.
35. Ruffed grouse.
36. Discrimination against middle-aged and eld-

erly people.
37. Type genus of the Noctuidae.
39. Edible starchy tuberous root of taro plants.
40. Lower in esteem.
41. A legal document codifying the result of

deliberations of a committee or society or
legislative body.

42. Someone who works (or provides workers)
during a strike.

45. A historical region on northwestern India and
northern Pakistan.

50. Glazed yeast-raised doughnut-shaped roll
with hard crust.

52. A group of African language in the Niger-
Congo group spoken from the Ivory Coast
east to Nigeria.

54. A decree that prohibits something.
56. A port city of south central Ukraine on an arm

of the Black Sea.
57. A well-substantiated explanation of some

aspect of the natural world.
58. United States slave and insurrectionist who in

1831 led a rebellion of slaves in Virginia.
61. A major European river carrying more traffic

than any other river in the world.
62. (Canadian) A half-breed of white and Indian

parentage.
64. Of silk fabric.
65. (computer science) American Standard Code

for Information Interchange.
69. The highest level or degree attainable.
70. A Chadic language spoken south of Lake

Chad.
71. The sixth month of the civil year.
74. The month following March and preceding

May.
75. The act of slowing down or falling behind.
76. A loose sleeveless outer garment made from
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Arrival Flights on Tuesday 12/9/2017
Airlines Flt Route Time
JAI 574 Mumbai 00:05
THY 772 Istanbul 00:10
KAC 102 London 00:15
SVA 502 Jeddah 00:20
SVA 514 Riyadh 00:25
KAC 786 Jeddah 00:30
JZR 267 Beirut 00:35
KAC 504 Beirut 00:45
DLH 635 Doha 01:00
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:15
JZR 539 Cairo 01:20
SAI 441 Lahore 01:30
UAE 853 Dubai 01:40
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
THY 1464 Istanbul 01:50
KKK 6506 Istanbul 01:55
AXB 395 Kozhikode 02:00
KLM 446 Bahrain 02:05
PGT 830 Istanbul 02:10
QTR 1086 Doha 02:10
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
THY 768 Istanbul 02:35
KAC 418 Manila 02:50
OMA 643 Muscat 03:05
MSR 606 Luxor 03:05
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:10
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
FDB 069 Dubai 03:15
KAC 382 Delhi 03:15
QTR 1076 Doha 03:45
KAC 1544 Cairo 03:50
LMU 510 Cairo 04:00
QTR 1090 Doha 04:05
JZR 555 Alexandria 04:05
UAE 873 Dubai 04:15
KAC 358 Kochi 04:50
FEG 931 Alexandria 05:00
KAC 784 Jeddah 05:00
THY 1414 TZX 05:05
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
THY 770 Istanbul 05:25
KAC 344 Chennai 05:30
JZR 529 Asyut 05:35
KAC 362 Colombo 05:50
BAW 157 London 06:05
KAC 204 Lahore 06:20
KAC 678 Dubai 06:25
QTR 8511 Doha 06:35
KAC 284 Dhaka 06:35
KAC 206 Islamabad 06:40
KAC 302 Mumbai 06:55
KAC 156 Istanbul 07:05
JZR 1541 Cairo 07:10
JZR 503 Luxor 07:25
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 354 Bangalore 07:50
KAC 384 Delhi 08:00
KAC 332 Trivandrum 08:05
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
IRA 673 Ahwaz 08:35
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 08:55
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:00
IRA 667 Esfahan 09:05
QTR 1070 Doha 09:25
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
SVA 512 Riyadh 10:00
FDK 803 Damascus 10:00
JZR 561 Sohag 10:10
AHY 5101 GYD 10:15
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
KAC 774 Riyadh 10:45
MEA 404 Beirut 10:55
QTR 1074 Doha 11:00
PAL 668 Manila 11:00
SYR 341 Damascus 11:00
MSC 403 Asyut 11:15
KAC 614 Bahrain 11:15
RBG 553 Alexandria 11:30
JZR 165 Dubai 11:50
JZR 239 Amman 12:25
SAW 709 Latakia 12:30
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
THY 766 Istanbul 12:50

FEG 933 Sohag 12:55
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
AXB 393 Kzhikode 13:10
KAC 514 Tehran 13:10
KAC 792 Madinah 13:55
KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
KNE 231 Riyadh 14:10
QTR 1078 Doha 14:10
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:15
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:15
FDB 059 Dubai 14:20
KAC 352 Kochi 14:20
KAC 618 Doha 14:20
JZR 779 Jeddah 14:25
KAC 788 Jeddah 14:55
KAC 304 Mumbai 14:55
KAC 692 Muscat 14:55
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:05
OMA 645 Muscat 15:10
KAC 562 Amman 15:10
FDB 8053 Dubai 15:25
KAC 502 Beirut 15:25
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
SAW 705 Damascus 15:50
RJA 640 Amman 16:00
FDB 051 Dubai 16:15
QTR 1072 Doha 16:15
JZR 535 Cairo 16:20
JZR 257 Beirut 16:20
KAC 118 New York 16:25
JZR 903 GYD 16:25
KNE 531 Jeddah 16:35
JZR 787 Riyadh 16:35
NIA 361 Alexandria 16:50
KAC 542 Cairo 17:05
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
THY 1282 TZX 17:50
QTR 1080 Doha 18:10
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30
JZR 483 Istanbul 18:30
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
KAC 744 Dammam 19:05
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
NIA 161 Cairo 19:15
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20
KAC 174 Munich 19:25
KAC 154 Istanbul 19:30
KAC 616 Bahrain 19:40
KAC 674 Dubai 19:40
KAC 776 Riyadh 19:45
KAC 178 Vienna 19:45
FDB 057 Dubai 19:50
OMA 647 Muscat 20:05
KAC 620 Doha 20:05
KNE 381 Taif 20:10
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:15
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
KAC 662 Abu Dhabi 20:20
JZR 189 Dubai 20:25
QTR 1088 Doha 20:40
KAC 564 Amman 21:00
KAC 168 Paris 21:05
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:10
KLM 445 Amsterdam 21:15
ALK 229 Colombo 21:15
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
THY 764 Istanbul 21:30
KAC 676 Dubai 21:35
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:50
QTR 1082 Doha 22:05
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
JZR 125 Bahrain 22:15
AIC 981 Chennai/Ahmedabad 22:25
JZR 241 Amman 22:55
JAI 574 Mumbai 23:00
JZR 185 Dubai 23:00
MSC 405 Sohag 23:30
MSR 2614 Cairo 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:35

Departure Flights on Tuesday 12/9/2017
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 976 Goa/Chennai 00:05
RBG 556 Alexandria 00:05
BBC 044 Dhaka 00:10
JZR 1540 Cairo 00:20
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
MSR 2615 Cairo 00:30
PIA 240 Sialkot 00:40
JZR 502 Luxor 01:15
SVA 503 Jeddah 01:20
JAI 573 Mumbai 01:25
SVA 515 Riyadh 01:25
THY 773 Istanbul 01:40
KAC 677 Dubai 01:45
DLH 635 Frankfurt 02:00
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:15
SAI 442 Lahore 02:30
THY 765 Istanbul 02:50
KKK 6505 Istanbul 02:55
AXB 396 Kozhikode 02:55
KAC 351 Kochi 03:05
UAE 854 Dubai 03:30
KLM 446 Amsterdam 03:30
THY 769 Istanbul 03:30
JZR 560 Sohag 03:45
MSR 607 Luxor 04:05
OMA 644 Muscat 04:05
QTR 1087 Doha 04:10
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:10
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
PGT 831 Istanbul 04:20
KAC 417 Manila 04:20
LMU 511 Cairo 05:00
QTR 1091 Doha 05:05
QTR 1077 Doha 05:30
KAC 303 Mumbai 05:50
FEG 934 Sohag 05:55
THY 1465 Istanbul 06:00
UAE 874 Dubai 06:15
RJA 643 Amman 06:25
THY 771 Istanbul 06:25
KAC 773 Riyadh 06:35
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
KAC 173 Munich 06:55
JZR 238 Amman 07:00
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05
JZR 164 Dubai 07:15
KAC 167 Paris 07:15
KAC 501 Beirut 07:50
KAC 613 Bahrain 07:55
QTR 8512 Doha 08:05
WAN 953 GYD 08:15
BAW 156 London 08:20
KAC 177 Vienna 08:25
FDB 054 Dubai 08:30
KAC 791 Madinah 08:35
KAC 513 Tehran 08:45
JZR 778 Jeddah 08:50
JZR 256 Beirut 09:00
KAC 671 Dubai 09:15
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:15
KAC 117 New York 09:15
JZR 534 Cairo 09:30
KAC 561 Amman 09:30
KAC 691 Muscat 09:30
IRA 672 Ahwaz 09:35
JZR 482 Istanbul 09:40
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:40
KAC 101 London 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
KAC 541 Cairo 10:00
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:00
IRA 668 Mashhad 10:05
KAC 617 Doha 10:15
KAC 153 Istanbul 10:30
VIZ 205 IQA 10:30
QTR 1071 Doha 10:35
FDB 056 Dubai 10:35
JZR 902 GYD 11:00
FDK 804 Damascus 11:00
SVA 513 Riyadh 11:00
AHY 5102 GYD 11:15
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
MEA 405 Beirut 11:55

SYR 342 Damascus 12:00
QTR 1075 Doha 12:10
RBG 554 Alexandria 12:10
MSC 404 Asyut 12:15
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
JZR 786 Riyadh 13:10
PAL 669 Manila 13:10
SAW 702 Damascus 13:30
THY 767 Istanbul 13:45
FEG 932 Alexandria 13:55
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
KAC 413 Bangkok 14:05
AXB 394 Kozhikode 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
KNE 382 Taif 15:00
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:00
KAC 673 Dubai 15:00
FDB 060 Dubai 15:05
QTR 1079 Doha 15:15
KAC 563 Amman 15:40
SVA 501 Jeddah 15:45
JZR 188 Dubai 15:50
KAC 775 Riyadh 15:50
KAC 661 Abu Dhabi 15:55
KAC 743 Dammam 16:00
KAC 619 Doha 16:00
FDB 8054 Dubai 16:05
OMA 646 Muscat 16:10
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20
KAC 615 Bahrain 16:30
SAW 706 Damascus 16:50
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
KAC 675 Dubai 17:00
FDB 052 Dubai 17:05
JZR 266 Beirut 17:15
KAC 503 Beirut 17:15
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
KNE 532 Jeddah 17:25
JZR 240 Amman 17:30
KAC 357 Kochi 17:40
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
KAC 381 Delhi 17:50
NIA 362 Alexandria 17:50
JZR 512 Sharm el-Sheikh 18:00
KAC 343 Chennai 18:00
KAC 283 Dhaka 18:00
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 184 Dubai 18:25
JZR 538 Cairo 18:30
KAC 785 Jeddah 18:45
THY 1283 TZX 19:05
QTR 1081 Doha 19:15
JZR 124 Bahrain 19:20
KAC 345 Ahmedabad 19:20
MSR 621 Cairo 19:30
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00
NIA 162 Cairo 20:15
FDB 058 Dubai 20:30
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
KAC 353 Bangalore 20:55
KAC 1543 Cairo 21:00
DLH 634 Doha 21:00
OMA 648 Muscat 21:05
KNE 232 Riyadh 21:10
JZR 554 Alexandria 21:15
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
KAC 301 Mumbai 21:40
KAC 203 Lahore 21:45
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
QTR 1089 Doha 21:50
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:00
KAC 155 Istanbul 22:15
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
KLM 445 Bahrain 22:25
THY 1401 ADB 22:25
KAC 383 Delhi 22:35
UAE 860 Dubai 22:35
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:50
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00
KAC 783 Jeddah 23:10
QTR 1083 Doha 23:20
KAC 1801 Cairo 23:55

American Airlines 22087425 

22087426

Kuwait Airways 171

Jazeera Airways 177

Jet Airways 22924455

FlyDubai 22414400

Qatar Airways 22423888

KLM 22425747

Air Slovakia 22434940

Olympic Airways 22420002/9

Royal Jordanian

22418064/5/6

Reservation 22433388

British Airways 22425635

Air France 22430224

Emirates 22921555

Air India 22438184

Sri Lanka Airlines 22424444

Egypt Air 22421578

Swiss Air 22421516

Saudia 22426306

Middle East Airlines 22423073

Lufthansa 22422493

PIA 22421044

Alitalia 22414427

Balkan Airlines 22416474

Bangladesh Airlines 22452977/8

Czech Airlines 22417901/

2433141

Indian Airlines 22456700

Oman Air 22958787

Turkish Airlines 22453820/1

Aeroflot 22404838/9 112
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On the fifth day of New York Fashion Week, Tracy Reese
gave voice to  her models - literally. Victoria Beckham
presented a light-hearted collection that relied on col-

ors  inspired by playdough and ice cream. And the Public
School label offered a pointed message on  immigration.

Giving women a voice, at Tracy Reese
Entering the Tracy Reese presentation on Sunday after-

noon, you immediately noticed something unusual about the
models standing on the stage: They were speaking. “They’re
saying something about themselves, why they’re doing this,
what their hopes and dreams are, the women they admire in
their lives,” Reese explained. “Often when you come to these,
people don’t look at the women, they’re looking at the
clothes, and that why we’re doing this. I wanted people to see
the woman in the clothing, and hear something about who
she is.” The remarks were unscripted, and very personal. One
model was speaking in Spanish, saying that her mother was
the person she admired most in the world. Another, in English,
was saying: “A woman is strong, a woman is love, a woman is
beauty.” Still another was saying, “I am strength, I am grace, I
am a woman.”

Attending the show was Whoopi Goldberg, who noted
that Reese, who’s known for being one of Michelle Obama’s
favorite designers, is “especially good at recognizing that
women’s bodies are different. And they’re big and small and
wide and thin and that’s who she creates for. So there is some-
thing for every person on the planet in Tracy’s collections, and
I love that.” Reese has long offered up a runway that is diverse
not only ethnically but in terms of size and shape. She also
often combines professional and non-professional models in
her shows - a rarity. Diversity on the runway is something oth-
er designers have slowly caught up to, Goldberg noted.

“It’s what you kind of have to do now,” the actress and TV
host said. “If you want to sell the clothes. She’s always
known and she now can design for everybody - as you see
here, there are black women, white women, Hispanic
women, Asian women ... this is the world stage. So I am so
proud.” Often, designers are asked who their “muse” was
when designing a specific collection. Reese said her muse
was simply “every woman who wants to look and feel beau-
tiful in clothing. I thought, ‘Let’s highlight the women that
are wearing the clothes.’” “I love that they’re getting to share
who they are,” she said.

A playful vibe at Beckham
Victoria Beckham has a 6-year-old daughter, which proba-

bly explains some of her color inspirations this season: play-
dough and ice cream. “It’s not too sickly sweet, but it feels
fresh and happy,” Beckham said of shades like a bright pista-
chio that appeared on her runway. “I used to wear so much
black, and now I really enjoy wearing color.” After a night of
two glitzy shows - Alexander Wang’s outdoor event on a dead-
end street in Brooklyn, and Philipp Plein’s extravaganza that
included a striptease in a giant martini glass - Beckham’s
Sunday morning show felt like a peaceful trip to a tea salon.
And in fact, tall glasses of ginger iced tea were offered to
guests as they entered.

With husband David and son Brooklyn looking on, the for-
mer Spice Girl, who launched her label nine years ago, served
up a collection that featured light, summery fabrics and even
a little glitter on the shoes and on the ankles, in the form of
sparkly ankle bracelets. “I love the sparkly shoes,” she said.
“And the little anklets. They are just so cute. It’s like a fresh way
of wearing jewelry.” Her main goal, she said, was to create
clothes that are easy to wear. “For me, that’s how I want to
dress,” she said. “You know I didn’t want to create a collection
of showpieces. These are clothes that you can wear, and that’s
important. Yes, fashion is fantasy - but you can really wear
these clothes.” She also wanted to stress that light doesn’t nec-
essarily mean weak. “I wanted to show how delicate can be
strong,” she said.

Celebrating immigrants, at public school
For their runway show in lower Manhattan, Dao-Yi Chow

and Maxwell Osborne of Public School chose a spot with sig-
nificance to the history of immigration in New York: the 19th-
century Five Points neighborhood, occupied by waves of
immigrants from different origins. Asked if the design duo
been thinking about the current political situation, Chow sim-
ply pointed to his cap: “DACA Dreamers,” it said, expressing
solidarity with the young immigrants who came to the United
States as children and are living in the country illegally. “It was
symbolic that we meet here to celebrate the immigrant expe-

rience in New York,” he said, “and their contributions, what
they bring to New York and to the world.”

How was that reflected in the duo’s designs, which were
displayed on a runway in a long, narrow alleyway? Through
the depiction of everyday items that are often tossed aside,
Chow explained after the show. “The plastic bag, for example,”
he noted, “(is) something that people may discard or overlook.
When you think about immigrants and their contribution,
they’re overlooked.” A succession of plaid garments - shorts,
shirt dresses, skirts - resembled those ubiquitous square plas-
tic laundry bags with zippers. A number of garments were
covered with loose-fitting translucent tops - trenches, jackets -
resembling clear plastic bags. There were “shopping bag” tops,
and orange garments that looked exactly like the plastic bags
sent out as the invitation to the show. Also on display: the
design team’s knee-covering sneaker boot, a collaboration
with Jordan that was released on Sunday at a pop-up shop
outside the runway show. — AP

Fashion Week: Tracy Reese

gives a voice to her models

Models present the Tracy Reese Spring 2018 collection during New York Fashion Week. — AP/AFP photos

Actress and TV personality Whoopi Goldberg appears at
the Tracy Reese Spring 2018 collection.

Models walk the runway for the Victoria Beckham SS18 show during New York Fashion Week.
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For years, images of impossibly slim, gor-
geous, blemish-free women have filled fash-
ion magazines, billboards and television

screens. Now, 26-year-old British model Iskra
Lawrence is waging war on unattainable beauty
standards in the fashion world, flexing her might
on a social media fueling diversity. She is among
a growing number of plus-size models finding
fame and calling themselves body activists, pro-
moting health and wellbeing. She also refuses to
allow clients to photoshop any of her images.

“The whole concept of Photoshop is an illu-
sion,” Lawrence tells AFP during a rare spot of
downtime before jetting off on her latest shoot,
this time to a windswept beach in Iceland.
“They’re not flaws. They’re part of your body. We
were just convinced by society and the media
that there was something wrong with them.” In
Britain, around 57 percent of women have an
above average body mass index. In the United
States, that figure rises to 62 percent, and the
average American woman is a size 14-16.

Lawrence averages a US size 10 to 12, yet for
years was told she was too fat to model. A sample
size on the runway can be as small as zero. But
change is afoot. Ashley Graham, who last year
became the first “curve” model on the cover of the
annual “Swimsuit Issue” of magazine “Sports
Illustrated” is on the cusp of becoming a house-
hold name.

‘Don’t need to be perfect’ 
In February, she became the first curve model

to walk for Michael Kors at Fashion Week. This
season, she hosted a fashion awards night and
Sunday night walked again for Prabal Gurung in a
show with Gigi Hadid. It ’s not just models.

Popular culture is suddenly full of strong women
proud of their curves from singers Adele and
Beyonce to comedians Amy Schumer and Melissa
McCarthy, and tennis star Serena Williams.
Following repeated scandals about anorexia,
French holding companies LVMH and Kering,
which own dozens of top labels from Christian
Dior to Saint Laurent, just days ago pledged to
ban size zero models from their advertising and
catwalk shows.

Now based in New York, Lawrence jumps on a
plane multiple times a week, has starred in cam-
paigns for American Eagle and its Aerie lingerie
line, and has close to four million followers on
Instagram. Six years ago, she says a London book-
er laughed in her face and told her she’d never

get to New York to work. “That hurt,” she remem-
bers. Since then, she was signed by JAG Models,
an agency set up in 2013 to represent larger
models, walked in New York Fashion Week and
had a unretouched billboard in Times Square.
“Seeing those images raw and real really helps
people understand they don’t need to be perfect
and they’re good enough as they are,” she says. 

Lawrence has also taken her message to
schools in Britain and US colleges to promote
good physical, emotional and mental health. At
least 30 million people of all ages and genders
suffer from an eating disorder in the United
States, according to The National Association of
Anorexia Nervosa and Associated Disorders.

‘Definite transformation’ 
“Every day on social media, I get these DMs

from girls saying I’ve saved their lives from eating
disorders or suicidal thoughts. It’s a wonderful,
positive movement,” Lawrence says. Yet if seeing
curvier models is more common, it is still relative-
ly rare-particularly in high fashion, where few of
the most prestigious labels adequately cater to
the plus-size market. “There’s still such a long way
to go. A lot of people don’t want a ‘fat girl’ in the
show,” says Jaclyn Sarka, who co-founded JAG
Models in 2013, recognizing a need to represent
beautiful women of all sizes. They now represent
around 65 girls, the largest of whom is a size 20.

“That’s just horrible. I’m having a daughter
pretty soon and... I don’t want my daughter to
look up to people who aren’t attainable.” Lynne
Webber, managing director of Marina Rinaldi, a
leader in the luxury plus-size market and part of
the Max Mara Fashion Group, agreed. “I think
there is a definite transformation process,” she
says. “I think in great part that is also due to the
growth of social media, so it’s a far more demo-
cratic channel of communication and that has
given a lot more visibility for a lot more types of
women.” But the label, sold in more than 50
countries, would welcome a bit more competi-
tion. “As champions, let’s say, of female issues, we
feel it’s rather sad that premium brands feel they
don’t want to address that community of
women,” says Webber. — AFP

Fashion on upward curve: Bigger is beautiful

Model Ashley Graham
attends the FENTY PUMA by
Rihanna runway show at the

Park Avenue Armory on
Sunday in New York. — AP

Photo shows
British model Iskra

Lawrence.—AFP

Designer Vivienne Tam and Wuba walk the runway for Vivienne Tam fashion show. David Beckham and his son Brooklyn Beckham attend the Victoria Beckham SS18 show. Victoria Beckham walks the runway at the end of her
SS18 show.

Models walk the runway for Vivienne Tam’s fashion show during New York Fashion Week: The Shows at Gallery 1, at Skylight Clarkson Square.
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Rihanna didn’t walk into New York Fashion
Week. She rode through it. Literally. The pop
star and fashionista kicked off her Fenty

Puma 2018 spring-summer collection Sunday with
motocross bicycles flying high in the air, ascending

above a dreamy display of powder pink mountains
and sand - as the audience watched in awe.
Rihanna rode on the back of a bike - in true rock
star form with one hand displaying the sign of the
horns and her tongue sticking out - after the mod-
els strutted around the race car-like catwalk at the
Park Avenue Armory. She wore a fitted, long-sleeve
army green shirt with a plunging neckline, a bright
green jacket wrapped around her waist, thigh-high
boots, and sunglasses. She was confident and cool,
and her collection delivered a similar vibe.

The clothes were a mix of fitted and loose
pieces, ranging from oversized jackets to tight
dresses to shiny swimsuits. Most of the items
paired two colors: the navy blue pieces featured
hot pink embellishments, while orange and black
made up the various athletic suits. While the
clothes, worn mostly by women and some men,
could be used at the gym for working out or even
gym-selfies for Instagram, some were for the
beach. There was a cropped top hoodie, low-waist-
ed, knee-length shorts and fashion-forward one-
piece bathing suits. One model even wore a towel
over his head.

Rihanna’s audience Sunday included members
of the fashion world, but also some of her music
peers, such as rappers Big Sean, Fabolous, Yo Gotti,
Dave East and Cardi B., whose song “Bodak Yellow
(Money Moves)” is currently No. 3 on the pop
charts. Diplo, the Grammy-winning producer who
has worked with Beyonce, Justin Bieber and others,
said he took a helicopter from a gig to make it to
Rihanna’s fashion show. “I think music and fashion

are so coincided together, and with (Rihanna), she
is like equal parts a music beast and a fashion
beast. And everybody has a little bit of it, they mix
it up, but she’s been doing it since she started,”
Diplo said of Rihanna, who released her first album
in 2005. “Like, she’s always been on both sides. So
she’s a veteran in that world. So it’s amazing to be
here for her show.”

Last week, Rihanna - born Robyn Rihanna Fenty
in Barbados - launched Fenty Beauty, which fea-
tures makeup designed for all skin colors. The 29-
year-old said she wanted to be sure all women, no
matter their complexion, could use her products.
“She’s a great businesswoman,” R&B singer Jhene
Aiko said of Rihanna at the show. “She’s definitely a
great role model for young girls, especially girls of
color, to look up to and see all that she’s doing.”
While Rihanna debuted 50 different looks at the
show, the overall highlight? A black dress revealing
some of the waist, paired with a baggy army green
jacket to give it the Rihanna edge. And if there’s
one thing Rihanna is, it is risk-taker: She didn’t even
wear a helmet when she rode on the bike. — AP

Rihanna rides into New York
Fashion Week like a rock star

Singer Rihanna attends the launch
of her beauty brand ‘Fenty Beauty

by Rihanna’ at Duggal Greenhouse
Brooklyn, NY. — AP/AFP photos

Rihanna rides on a motorcycle after showing her fashion collection from Fenty
Puma by Rihanna during Fashion Week.

Models wear fashion from Fenty Puma by Rihanna during Fashion Week in New York.
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Lebanese film director Ziad Doueiri ,
detained briefly for previous visits to Israel,
blasted yesterday people who accused him

of normalization with the Jewish state saying his
work is for the good of Lebanon and the
Palestinian cause. It was not clear why the Paris-
based Doueiri, director of the award-winning civ-
il war film “West Beirut,” was detained Sunday
night, as he has visited Lebanon several times
since traveling to Israel. Lebanon and Israel are in
a state of war and Beirut bans its citizens from
visiting Israel or having business dealings with
Israelis.

Doueiri told reporters after three hours of
questioning at a military court in Beirut yesterday
that authorities found that he has “no criminal
intentions against the Palestinian cause.” Doueiri’s
latest film, “The Insult,” opens in Lebanon this
week, after winning the best actor award at the
Venice Film Festival earlier this month. Doueiri
said that Kamel El Basha, the Palestinian awarded
best actor at the Venice Film Festival, spent two
years in Israeli jails. He said some journalists are
trying to undermine him ahead of the film show-
ing in Beirut, which begins on Thursday.

Doueiri’s previous film, “The Attack,” was
banned in Lebanon and most Arab countries. The
movie is about a Palestinian surgeon living in Tel
Aviv who discovers that a suicide attack in the
city that killed 17 people was carried out by his
wife. The movie was filmed in Israel and featured
several Israeli actors. Lebanese journalist Pierre

Abi Saab, who is opposed to any dealings with
Israel, wrote a column in the daily Al-Akhbar last
week titled “Ziad Doeiri, apologize for your Israeli
slip.” He said that Doueiri spent months in Israel to
film “The Attack,” spending money there and
speaking to Israeli media defending his movie
amid criticism in Lebanon.

“Today, Ziad Doueiri is coming on a white
horse from Venice with a new movie expecting us

to carry him on our shoulders and welcome him
as a conqueror,” Abi Saab wrote. “We will not
accept that the crime be covered,” he wrote, refer-
ring to Doueiri’s visits to Israel. Speaking to
reporters outside the military court, Doueiri said
he was well treated by Lebanese security agen-
cies during his brief detention but blasted jour-
nalists he refused to name “that are fabricating
things to block the new movie.” He said they used

“dirty words against some people and accused
them of being Zionists.”

A great Lebanese director
“My mother breastfed me Palestinian milk and

the Palestinian cause. Members of my family were
killed while fighting with the Palestinians,” Doueiri
said. When a journalist asked him a question
about normalization of relations with Israel

through art, Doueiri responded angrily “I strug-
gled for the Palestinian cause before you were
born.” He then told the journalist that he will not
respond to his questions. Joelle Touma, Doueiri’s
ex-wife and co-writer of “ The Insult,” told
reporters there that he had come to Beirut for the
film’s opening. She said he was stopped at the air-
port, where he was questioned for about 90 min-
utes before authorities confiscated his Lebanese
and French passports. He was allowed to leave on
the condition that he appears before a military
court the following day for further questioning,
she said.

Culture Minister Ghattas Khoury tweeted in
Arabic that “Ziad Doueiri is a great Lebanese direc-
tor who has been honored around the world.
Respecting and honoring him is a must #Lebanon.”
Doueiri’s lawyer, Njaib Lyan, told reporters that
after three hours at the military court his client was
released without any charges. He said some peo-
ple envy Doueiri’s international fame. He added
that inside the court Doueiri was told that he visit-
ed Israel without permission from Lebanese
authorities. Lyan said Doueiri had told authorities
at the time that he planned to visit Israel for a
movie he is working on but never got a response.
“The Insult is the pride of Lebanon’s industry. We in
Lebanon do Hummus and Shawerma well, and we
do very good movies as well,” Doueiri said referring
to national dishes. — AP

Lebanese film director briefly detained over Israel visit

Lebanese film director Ziad Doueiri, holds up his Lebanese and French
Passports as he speaks to journalists after being released by a military
court, in Beirut, Lebanon yesterday. — AP photos

In this Dec 8, 2012 file photo, Lebanese director Ziad Doueiri poses for
photographers after receiving The Golden Star award, for his film “The
Attack” during the 12th Marrakech International Film Festival in
Marrakech, Morocco.

Anew Russian film aimed at a youth audience
reinvents classic novelist Nikolai Gogol as a
gothic-style detective who battles dark

supernatural forces to solve a series of ritual mur-
ders.  Critics have queried the lashings of eyeliner,
plumped-up lips and lack of historical rigour, while
the makers say the film will breathe new life into
the 19th-century writer’s works for today’s school
pupils.  Mist swirls, black horses gallop through

dark forests and naked witches leap over bonfires
in the first film in a planned series of four, called
“Gogol. The Start,” which opened in cinemas on
August 31 and will also be shown in an eight-
episode television version. 

The film is based partly on the author’s real life,
with references to his epileptic fits and a brief job
as a clerk for the tsarist political police-as well as to
his fear of being buried alive. In the film, Gogol
works alongside a famed tsarist investigator, who is
sent to rural Ukraine to probe a series of murders of
young women. The plot references Gogol’s works,
especially the spooky tales of peasant life collected
in “Evenings on a Farm Near Dykanka.” Gogol-

whose most famous work was the novel “Dead
Souls” published in 1842 — grew up in today’s
Ukraine and was inspired by its folk traditions. 

Compulsory reading 
“We made up the possible circumstances in

which Gogol wrote ‘Evenings on a Farm Near
Dykanka’,” said producer Alexander Tsekalo. “We
linked up all the scary incidents into a sequence

and gave them a single perpetrator, a serial killer,
you could say,” Tsekalo said at a press conference.
“Gogol, as he awaits a new investigator, is forced to
investigate these crimes himself.” “All the rest is
Gogol, and even the fact that he worked as a scribe
in the Third Department (political police), and
came to Dykanka in this job-all that happened in
real life.”  Gogol’s works are compulsory reading in
Russian schools.  One of the film’s scenarists
Natalya Merkulova praised the film as “a giant step
forward” for giving Gogol “new life”.

He and other classic writers “hang in class-
rooms in big dusty portraits-and everyone is sick
to the back teeth of them,” she claimed. The film is

being released in two versions, one with a 16+
certificate and another more graphic one with an
18+ age limit.

Silicone lips 
Played in the f i lm by 28-year-old actor

Alexander Petrov, Gogol is pale and brooding
with dark-rimmed eyes. He periodically falls into
epileptic fits, waking up with the latest clue to the
murders. “You see what other people can’t see!”
says one of the characters. He also enjoys lusty
encounters with beautiful young women, some of
whom have suspiciously plumped-up lips. “I don’t
think they brought silicone to Dykanka in Gogol’s
day. I also don’t think Gogol wore eye makeup,”
complained a reviewer in Vokrug TV entertain-
ment website. Inter fax news agency in turn
slammed the dialogue as lacking in historic accu-
racy, saying characters “talk like salespeople in a
mobile phone store.” 

But the makers stress the film isn’t meant to be
taken too seriously. At a presentation of the film in
Moscow, they wore T-shirts with the slogan “Sorry
Gogol”. A promotional clip for the film shows an
actor playing a flustered school teacher, who
laments: “I never in my life expected to see Nikolai
Vasilyevich Gogol without his trousers on.” “The
slight trashiness is intentional,” director Yegor
Baranov told Momenty, a regional entertainment
site. The film’s poster shows Gogol holding a blood-
stained quill, with the cutline: “The darkest hour
comes before dawn.”

Although the film’s playing fast and loose with
the classics outraged some, critics generally said
the film worked on its own terms. The reviewer
for Vokrug TV concedes that if the series contin-
ues on the same level “young people could get a
nice locally made horror flick.” “As a horror B-
movie, it’s not bad,” wrote Rossiiskaya Gazeta
government newspaper, citing the “nudity and
disembowelling.” — AFP

Russian film turns classic
author into sexy supersleuth

A man walks past posters of the “Gogol. The Start” film as he enters a cinema in Moscow.—AFP

Benedict Cumberbatch interacts with fans as he attends “The Current War” premiere.

(from left) Actor Benedict Cumberbatch, director Alfonso Gomez-Rejon, Michael
Shannon, Nicholas Hoult and executive producer Michael Mitnick attend ‘The Current
War’ press conference during the 2017 Toronto International Film Festival at TIFF Bell
Lightbox on September 10, 2017 in Toronto, Canada. — AFP photos

Oscar nominees Benedict Cumberbatch
and Michael Shannon electrified audi-
ences at the Toronto film festival

Sunday with their portrayals of Thomas Edison
and his rival in the race for marketable elec-
tricity, George Westinghouse. “The Current
War” was directed by Alfonso Gomez-Rejon,
who described Edison as someone “who came
from a world of spontaneous invention with-
out really seeing the purpose for it at first, and
created a purpose for something.” In contrast,
he said, “Westinghouse could immediately
contextualize something and see how it could
be greater for society.” “The rivalry between
them was interesting,” Gomez-Rejon said,
because of “what it said about the world and
how we can, through invention and technolo-
gy, leave it better than how we found it.”

Edison and his team conducted the first
incandescent lightbulb tests in 1879 and a few
years later began broad distribution of elec-
tricity using a direct current. Westinghouse,
whose interests in gas distribution and tele-
phone switching led him to look into electrical
power distribution, saw that Edison’s use of
low-voltage DC had a limited range. After
reading about European AC systems, he set
out to develop and market AC power systems
that could distribute electricity over long dis-
tances to dispersed US populations. He was
also able to achieve greater economies of
scale with the use of centralized power gener-
ation, allowing him to sell electricity at cheap-
er rates. The movie also stars Nicholas Hoult as
inventor and futurist Nikola Tesla.

Conflicted historical record 
Cumberbatch said he knew very little

about Edison before taking on the role. “I real-
ly was in the dark,” he quipped. His portrayal
of the American icon is alternately sympathet-
ic, and not. Various Edison biographies, he
noted, offer a “varied understanding and
appreciation of the man.” Cumberbatch’s own
interpretation of him, he said, is that of “a man

who had achieved a great deal from humble
beginnings, who felt assailed in the world. I
don’t think that ever left him.”

Edison, he said, was “someone who chose
really not to hear repeated truth... and that
corrupted him.” “It’s an ugly truth, but it’s
formed out of something that’s very human. I
think there’s some degree of salvation in the
sense that he (eventually) admitted that he
was wrong.” To prepare for the role,
Cumberbatch said he read an extract from
Edison’s diary in which the inventor talked
frankly about his dreams, “his diet and bowel
movements, or lack thereof,” literature, “his
fantasy world” and how he once “got into a
mess in New York because he asked a conduc-
tor on a tram which stop to get off at and he
couldn’t hear him.” 

Edison had suffered from partial hearing
loss since childhood. “He was very funny, very
self-deprecating,” Cumberbatch commented.
Shannon had a wholly different challenge in
preparing for the role because Westinghouse
destroyed all his personal papers before his
death, wanting posterity to judge him only for
his deeds. “My goal wasn’t to try and create an
exact replication of George Westinghouse-it’s
just not possible-so I more considered his
point of view, his way of being in the world
and dealing with people,” said Shannon.

“Nobody’s gonna come along and say you
messed that up, because nobody knows.”
Before the start of filming, Gomez-Rejon had
found a rare and very old leather-bound book
about Westinghouse, and shared it with him.
“It was almost a tribute to George
Westinghouse. It was written by someone
who had a great deal of respect for him, talked
about what a great man he was and all of his
accomplishments,” Shannon recalled. “By the
time I finished reading it, it really done a num-
ber on me, so that was the foundation of my
work on the film,” he said. — AFP

Edison, Westinghouse row 

electrifies Toronto film fest

Mariah Carey’s many collaborations
with rap artists will be celebrated at
the 2017 VH1 Hip Hop Honors. VH1

said yesterday the singer will be honored at
the Sept 17 taping, dubbed “Hip Hop Honors:
The 90’s Game Changers,” at Paramount
Studios in Hollywood, California. It will air
Sept 18. Carey, who has launched countless
pop hits, has been known for her collabora-
tions and remixes with rappers, including Jay
Z, Bone Thugs-N-Harmony, Busta Rhymes, Ol’

Dirty Bastard, Nas, Snoop Dogg and Diddy.
The event will be hosted by actress Regina

Hall and will  also honor actor Martin
Lawrence. Missy Elliott will perform. VH1 said
the TV special honoring hip-hop’s foray into
pop culture will also “recognize the victims of
the hurricanes and provide viewers with ways
to take action to help.” — AP

From Brazilian gospel to Puerto Rican reggae-
ton and Dutch hip-hop, music streaming com-
pany Deezer is scouring the globe for gaps in

the market where it can survive and thrive against
Spotify and Apple. The French firm has little hope of
success going toe-to-toe with its far bigger rivals in
the mass-market realms inhabited by the likes of
Taylor Swift and Ed Sheeran. Instead it is focusing on
local music genres in fast-growing, often non-
English language markets, areas where it believes it
can steal a march. It is targeting local listeners while
also looking to position itself for a global audience
as a “cool”, non-mainstream alternative.    

As part of this strategy, launched this year and
called Deezer Next, it is dispatching local teams of
“editors” to identify talent in niche genres and create
original content, Netflix-style.  The aim is not only to
differentiate its catalogue but also to reduce its
reliance on the record labels that take the lion’s
share of streaming services’ revenue. It has 40 edi-
tors globally, and is looking to recruit more. 

Deezer Chief Executive Hans-Holger Albrecht
said he would target selected markets in Latin
America, Asia and Africa where Spotify was not
already predominant. They include Guatemala,
Bolivia, Paraguay, Colombia, Nigeria, Senegal and
South Africa. “I strongly believe in the localisation of
content,” he told Reuters. “While Spotify is mainly
playlist-focused, we are betting on local differentia-
tion, and this has helped us become number one in
gospel in Brazil.”

But finding a path to profit represents a formida-
ble task for the loss-making company.  It has a simi-
lar “freemium” to market leader Spotify, whereby it
attracts users by offering advert-supported free
access and charges a monthly fee of about $10 for
the full service. However it has only 12 million active
users - about 9 million paying - compared with
Spotify’s 60 million paying subscribers, and brings in
just a tenth of the Swedish firm’s $3 billion annual
revenue. 

Deezer, controlled by billionaire investor Len

Blavatnik, is nonetheless sinking tens of millions of
euros into this local music drive. Its strategy is based
on a bet that music streaming will continue to grow
rapidly to eventually eclipse all other forms of music
listening. The paid streaming market is expected to
grow 16 percent to $28 billion by 2030 in terms of
annual revenue, according toGoldman Sachs
“Streaming is a very young market, with just about
10 percent penetration globally, so there is a lot of
potential still,” said Albrecht.

Spotify is also loss-making but is nevertheless
valued at $13 billion because of this market poten-
tial, as well as investor expectations that its fast-
growing user base will allow it to negotiate increas-
ingly lower royalty payments to labels.

The company, a millennial megabrand, is eying
a stock market listing this year or next, and Albrecht
said Deezer could also consider going public should
that flotation prove successful. — Reuters

Carey’s rap collaborations

to be honored at VH1 event

In this file photo, Mariah Carey arrives at the Kids’ Choice
Awards at the Galen Center in Los Angeles. — AP

David v Goliath: Deezer seeks musical edge on Spotify
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A giant land art painting entitled ‘A story of the future’ by French artist Saype, depicting a young girl reading a book, is pictured on a hillside in Les Rochers-de-Naye, in Veytaux above Montreux, Switzerland, yesterday. The artwork
covering approximately 6000 square meters (1.5 acres) was produced with over 600 liters of biodegradable paint made from natural pigments, water and a milk protein and is part of the celebration for the 125th birthday of the
Glion Rochers-de-Naye train line. — AP

Penniless and subsisting only on water for three weeks,
Tokyo street-dweller Tokuchika Nishi thought he had
come to the end of his life.  “My money ran out and I

thought it would be fine to just die a dog’s death,” said Nishi,
38, who had spent two years homeless in Japan after going
into debt.  Then his life changed with the discovery of dance
group Newcomer “H” Sokerissa! that includes homeless peo-
ple, and some who have made it off the streets. “Many of
the limitations I used to put on myself are gone,” said Nishi,
who joined the group in July. “I’m more excited about what
I’m capable of and how far I can go. I want to express all that
swells up inside me through dance.”

Dancer and choreographer Yuuki Aoki, who founded the
group ten years ago, says he was intrigued by the weather-
battered bodies of the homeless men, and the kind of artis-
tic expression they might produce. In 2004, Aoki saw a
crowd gathered around a street performance in Tokyo. A
man slept nearby, his buttocks exposed to passers-by who
passed him without a second glance, recalls Aoki. He won-
dered what would happen if the man were to become the
performer.

People initially warned Aoki his project would fail if it
were known the dancers were homeless, but the group now
performs everywhere across Japan, from parks to museums.

Aoki and two troupe members travelled to Rio de Janeiro to
perform with homeless people before the 2016 summer
Olympics. Their dances are not choreographed. Aoki said he
stopped trying to teach specific moves to avoid restricting
the men’s self-expression. Instead, he gives each a string of
expressions - such as “swallowing the sun” or “exposing the
meat to the wind” - to serve as a guide.

Despite being new to dance, Aoki said, the performers
seek to use it to uncover what lies at the root of human
expression, and think in new ways of what it means to be
human.  The “H” in the name stands for human, hope and
homeless. Sokerissa has become a way of life for some.

Masayoshi Koiso, 69, said he had spent his life running
away from family and work. “I started thinking that
maybe the only place left for me to run away to is death,”
Koiso, who has been homeless for nine years, recalls
thinking around the time he joined up five years ago. “If
that’s the case, I wanted to fully use up the body I have
until then - then maybe, I’ll have a good end.” Masato
Yokouchi, who has been dancing for nine years, said the
group sustains him. “I don’t know what I’d do if I didn’t
have Sokerissa.” — Reuters

Swapping his office garb for driving gear, businessman Vu
Minh Hung readies for Vietnam’s largest amateur off-road
race, a mud-soaked adventure in the staid communist

nation where professional auto sport is non-existent. He was
one of some 80 competitors at last weekend’s race on a hilly
track outside Hanoi, the ninth year of a competition that has
ballooned in popularity among adrenalin junkies. “There aren’t
many thrilling sports in Vietnam. We want to play thrilling
sports but there are no opportunities for us. So this is exactly
what I’m looking for,” Hung told AFP, speaking after his leg of
the race at the mud-slicked course. 

But the exhilaration comes with a steep price tag.  Hung has
spent $14,000 souping up his $32,000 Ford Ranger, now covered
in colorful racing stickers, despite protests from his family.  “My
wife and relatives tried to stop me because they said it’s a danger-
ous and costly hobby. But compared to other men’s addictions I
think my hobby is pretty nice,” Hung said.  The sport has taken off
in Vietnam, where driving addicts like Hung say they can get a
safe rush-unlike drug users, alcoholics or gambling addicts. But it’s
still far from mainstream in a country better known for its rowdy
football fans than for gold-medal athletes.

Like all other road hobbies, off-road racing is not recognized
as an official sport and therefore does not receive any govern-

ment funding.  Instead, drivers pay out of their own pockets to
compete and bring their own 4x4s and SUVs to races.  “We wish
Vietnam could have an official sports car federation,” said Khuat
Viet Hung, deputy head of the national traffic safety committee.
Improving the sport’s profile would help novice drivers to com-
pete in neighboring Malaysia or Thailand, where it is better
established and receives more funding, according to race organ-
izer Nguyen Manh Thang. 

He also hopes the race will sharpen car-driving skills in a
country where motorbikes rule the roads, and where 30 people
die daily in traffic accidents. “Because traffic in Vietnam is chaot-
ic, many people leave their homes and never return. We want
safe driving in Vietnam,” Thang said. For competitor Pham Viet
Thanh, competing for the second time, the race is about more
than just skillful driving.  “It’s a passion. It’s in my blood and brain.
Anyone who wants to be manly should be involved in at least
one sport and I consider this a sport,” said the government
employee, standing amid thousands of cheering fans at the race.
The secret to his success? An unlikely mistress.  “This cute little
girl is with me all the time,” he says of his purple SUV.  “When
she’s broken, I have to be gentle with her, fix her properly. I con-
sider this car my second wife.” — AFP

Circle of life: Japan’s homeless banish despair through dance 

Mud and glory: Vietnam revs
up for biggest off-road race

A competitor taking part in the Vietnam Offroad
2017 race.

A competitor taking part in the Vietnam Offroad
2017 race.

An improvised bridge being constructed to help transport
a vehicle during the Vietnam Offroad 2017 race.

Spectators looking at a vehicle that fell on its side while
taking part in the Vietnam Offroad 2017 race.

This picture shows competitors using a winch to get their
vehicle out of the mud while taking part in the Vietnam
Offroad 2017 race on the outskirts of Hanoi. — AFP photos

Vehicles taking part in the Vietnam Offroad 2017 race.
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