RABI ALAWWAL 11, 1439 AH
WEDNESDAY,
NOVEMBER 29, 2017

32 Pages
150 Fils

ISSUE NO: 17394

unwait

Established 1961

The First Daily in the Arabian Gulf

d

Max 23°
Min 10°
www.kuwaittimes.net

Pope sidesteps Rohingya
crisis in Myanmar address

Chinese general kills self
after facing graft probe
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Pistons snap Celtics
home winning streak

MPs request to meet Amir
over ltough jail sentences

Opposition lawmakers seek pardon « Speaker says no action until final verdict

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Opposition lawmakers yesterday
decided to request a meeting with HH the
Amir to discuss the shocking jail lerms
passed against 67 opposition figures and
appeal to him to issue a general pardon for
all the convicts. The decision came following
an urgenl meeling allended by 16 MPs, as
Assembly speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem said
that no action will be taken against the three
convicled lawmakers until a final ruling by
the court of cassation.

The harsh sentences by the appeals court
on Monday sent shockwaves in political and
legal circles amid calls for a comprehensive
solution to the lingering political crisis in the
country. The court overturned acquittals by
the criminal court and passed jail terms on
67 people, including three current lawmak-
ers, several ex-MPs and many aclivists for
storming the National Assembly building in
Nov 2011 during protests against the former
prime minister.

Former MP and prominent opposition
leader Musallam Al-Barrak, who lelt jail in
April following a two-year imprisonment,
was handed a fresh nine-year term. Two
MPs, Waleed Al-Tabtabaei and Jamaan Al-
Harbash, were handed seven years each and
MP Mohammad Al-Mutair got one year.

Defense lawyers vesterday filed petitions
challenging the rulings, while the public
prosecution also demanded sliffer penalties

for some defendants. The opposition law-
makers have decided to hold another meet-
ing next week. MP Mohammad Al-Dallal,
who hosled yesterday’s meeling, said the jail
terms against leading opposition figures
constituted a shock, adding that lawmakers
in the meeting expressed their respect for
the verdicts bul stressed they were harsh. He
said the lawmakers formed two teams - first
to study options how to deal with the issue,
and the second to follow up with the con-
victs and their families.

MP Mohammad Hayef said the verdicts
were shocking and are likely to return the
political crisis to square one, adding that
those who supported the rulings represent
only themselves and do nol want the wheel
of development to progress. He said the rul-
ing takes the country back to the period
before the opposition ended its boycott of
elections, “as if we are at the beginning of
the political crisis”.

Hayef called on the judiciary to keep itsell
away [rom political disputes and not to issue
verdicts in political issues. He said that the
judiciary should not enter this dark tunnel,
stressing that entering the Assembly building
is not a criminal offense. He said that the
entire issue is a political one and the issue
should have been resolved politically. Hayef
criticized the interior minister for immediate-
ly forming a 40-member leam [rom the min-
istry to arrest those convicted, saying he
“remained asleep” after the verdicts against

KUWAIT: MP Mohammad Al-Dallal (left) hosts a meeting of 16 opposition lawmakers yesterday. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

a pro-Iran cell.

Meanwhile, under 30 of those convicted
have been arrested or gave themselves up to
the police. They could be [reed when the
courl of cassalion slarls looking into the
case. Ghanem said that the Assembly will

take no action against the three MPs until
after the final verdict, adding that the law-
makers enjoy parliamentary immunity before
the verdicl but lose it after jail lerms are
passed. He said that no Assembly sessions
will be held before the formation of the new

government, adding that on some previous
occasions, the formation of the Cabinet took
longer. Opposition MP Abdulkarim Al-
ICandari said yesterday that if the process of
forming the new Cabinel will take longer, he
will file to grill the prime minister.

News in brief

Senior Saudi prince Miteb freed

DUBAI: Senior Saudi Prince Miteb bin Abdullah, a
former National Guard head once seen as a con-
Llender Lo the throne, has been [reed after more than
three weeks in detention, according to Twilter mes-
sages by royal family members yesterday. “Almighty,
thanks be Lo you...” wrole Abeer bint Khaled bin
Abdullah in a posting on her Twitter account.
Posting an apparent file photo of Prince Mileb, she
added: “May God give you long life, long life full of
health, and keep you for us.” Writing on his Twitter
account, Moaid Mahjoob, who identifies himself as
director of external relations for Princess Jawahar
Al-Saud, said Prince Miteb “had been released and
that he was al his home in Riyadh”. Another royal
family member, Princess Noufl bint Abdullah bin
Mohammed bin Saud, also posted a similar message
on Twitter, writing over a photo of Prince Miteb:
“May vou be safe for us, Abu Abdullah.”

|
UAE: Qatar behind complaint

ABU DHABI: The United Arab Emirales yesterday
accused Gulf rival Qatar of being behind a call for
the International Criminal Court to investigate alle-
gations of war crimes by the UAE in Yemen. A
group calling itself the Arab Organization for Human
Rights in the UK said on Monday it was taking the
UAE to the ICC over “indiscriminate attacks on
civilians” in Yemen. UAE Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs Anwar Gargash accused Qatar of
being responsible. “The Arab Organization for
Human Rights with its address in Qatar has filed a
media complaint against the UAE to the
International Criminal Courl,” Gargash wrole on his
Twilter account. “People with knowledge are aware
that this move aims to create noise, which is Qatar’s
[avorile game,” he said.

L
Egypt police kill 11 ‘terrorists’

CAIRO: Egyptian security forces killed 11 suspect-
ed “terrorist elements” during a raid on a hideout
for militants in Ismailiya province providing support
for militants in the northern Sinai, the interior min-
istry said vesterday. Police were pursuing leaders of
“terrorist groups in North Sinai that aimed to carry
out a series of hostile operations targeting impor-
tant and vital buildings and Christian churches,” a
ministry stalement said. Securily forces were able
to identify “a group of these elements and the hide-
outs they were using to hide, train, and store means
of logistic support ahead of smuggling them to ter-
rorist groups in North Sinai”.

Ivanka, feted in
India, calls for
closing gender
gap in business

HYDERABAD, India: Ivanka Trump
urged India yesterday Lo close ils yawning
gender gap in the job market, telling a
business summil in her biggest [oreign
mission yel that this would bring huge
economic benefits. US President Donald
Trump’s eldest daughter urged India to
seize the untapped potential in women in a
speech before Prime Minister Narendra

Israeli chess players
could make history
at Saudi tournament

JERUSALEM: Isracli chess players could make history
by participating in a tournament in Saudi Arabia after the
international chess governing body yesterday said it was
pushing to allow it to happen. A spokesman [or the Israel
Chess Federation told AFP seven players had filed
requests for visas to participate in the games to be held
in Rivadh on Dec 26-30 as part of the world rapid and

Saudi ‘Matchstick’

TV host takes over
state broadcaster

RIYADH: With a furrowed brow and wagging finger,
Dawood Shirian for years skewered top officials on
Saudi television, but now the firebrand host is taking
over the country’s state broadcaster. Deploying a pull-
no-punches style rarely tolerated in Saudi Arabia’s
tightly controlled media landscape, Shirian spent nearly
six years as the host of “Al Thamina” (Eight O’Clock) on
salellite broadcaster MBC.

Shirian - nicknamed “matchstick” for his combustible
personality - was allowed to champion issues that are a
potential lightning rod for public discontent, from job-
lessness Lo extremism. His career look on a new lrajeclo-
ry on Monday with his appointment as the head of the
Saudi Broadcasting Corporation, as his legions of admir-

Modi and business leaders in Hyderabad.
India is one of the world’s fastest growing
major economies but also has one of the
lowest rates of female employment, a trend
that has worsened over the last decade.

The World Bank has warned that the
counlry must reverse a lrend of [alling
women'’s parlicipation in jobs if it is to
achieve its ambition of double-digit
growth. “Just consider, il India closes the
labour force gender gap by half, your
economy could grow by over $150 bil-
lion dollars in the next three years,”
Trump told the Global Entrepreneurship
Summit. “I encourage everyone here
loday Lo come logether, Lo learn [rom
each other, and to find new ways to lift
the barriers in our societies so that
women are [ree Lo innovate.”

Continued on Page 11

blitz chess championships. Israel and Saudi Arabia have
no official relations. The presence of Israelis there would
be highly unusual, and comes as officials from the Jewish
stale increasingly hint at covert ties with the Sunni-ruled
kingdom. Israel and Saudi Arabia share a common fear of
Iran’s allempls Lo increase its influence in the region.
Georgios Makropoulos, deputy president of the World
Chess Federation (FIDE), said that the papers of the sev-
en Isracli chess players - [ive men and two women - had
been handed Lo the Saudi organizers “and the visa slalus
is currently pending”. “We are making a huge effort to
assure that all players get their visas,” Makropoulos said
in a statement. The Israeli chess federation said it “sup-
ports FIDE’s policy to hold the tournament in Saudi
alongside FIDE’s committment to ensure the participation
ol Israelis would nol be subject lo limilalions,”

ers called for his return to Al Thamina. His intentions as
the new chiefl are unclear. But if his past is any indicalion,
Shirian may be about to shake up the country’s tradition-
ally sedate state television and radio channels.

The primetime show garnered an avid following with
its host’s hard-hitling style of demanding accountability
from officials, often berating them and somelimes
chivvying them into action. In a recent episode, Shirian,
63, fumed over rising unemployment among Saudi
engineers, airing lestimonies [rom some with the high-
est grades forced lo work as wailers, car washers and
fish sellers. “Does the job market have no place for
Saudi engineers?” Shirian asked angrily, waving print-
outs from a government jobs website. “Where are the
authorities?” he demanded.

Within minutes, the hashtag “Saudi engineers lreal-
ed unfairly” started gaining traction on social media.
Behind the scenes, the show’s producers were inundat-
ed with hundreds of WhatsApp messages pouring in
from people venting fury. A labor ministry official,
caught like a deer in the headlights, sought to explain
on the show that policy reforms were in the works to

HYDERABAD: Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and advisor to the US president
Ivanka Trump inaugurate the Global Entrepreneurship Summit yesterday. — AFP

spokesman Lior Aizenberg told AFP. “We expect the
Saudis, aided by FIDE, to approve our requests for visas
to play,” he said.

Aizenberg noted the Isracli chess federation chairman
Zvika Barkai had discussed the issue of the Saudi visas
with Makropoulos as well as with FIDE President Kirsan
Ilyumzhinov, who recently visited Israel. A spokesman for
the Israeli foreign ministry said he didn’t believe there
would be a problem for the Israelis lo participate in the
Riyadh games if the visas were granted. Israeli athleles
often face difficulties when competing around the Middle
East due o hostility toward their country. In a recent inci-
dent, an Iranian wrestler was lauded by his government
after he intentionally lost an international bout at a tourna-
ment in Poland over the weekend to avoid having to face
an Israeli opponent. — AFP

RIYADH: A picture taken on Oct 24, 2017 shows MBG
TV personality Dawood Shirian during an interview at
MBC headquarters. — AFP

creale jobs. “When?” Shirian inlerjected with a scowl.
“The people are getting angry.” MBC said Al Thamina,
which enjoys a mass following in Saudi Arabia - consis-
tently registering top ratings typically seen by lifestyle
Continued on Page 11
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Amir to patronize Sheikh Salem Al-Ali
Informatics Awards ceremony today

Leadership’s support great incentive: Official

KUWALIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is set to patronize today the 17th edi-
tion of the Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah Informatics
Awards ceremony. The event will be held at 10:30 am at
Bayan Palace.

His Highness the Amir’s unconditional support towards
Sheikh Salem Al-Ali’s Informatics Award is a great incen-
tive for the organizers of the events and participants, said
an official yesterday. Speaking to the press, Chairperson
of the Award’s Board of Trustees Sheikha Aydah Salem
Al-Ali Al-Sabah said that the 17th edition of the award
adds to the success of the prestigious event. The award
had put Kuwait on the map of informatics both on the
regional and international levels, said Sheikha Aydah,
affirming that the event had contributed to good reputa-
tion of Sheikh Salem Al-Ali.

In regards to today’s ceremony, Sheikha Aydah said
that awards would be handed to local, regional, and inter-
national government and private entities, which took part
in this year’s event, adding that the Informatics Award will
continue for years to come as a Kuwaiti contribution to the
world of technology.

Students’ elections

In other news, His Highness the Amir received His
Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah al Bayan Palace on vesterday. Meanwhile, His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah met with the chairman and members of
[Cuwait University’s National Union of Kuwaiti Students,
fresh off their victory in the universily’s union eleclions.
His Highness the Crown Prince
urged the students to remain
diligent in pursuil of academic
glory, saying that education
and knowledge are the corner-
stones of a developed nation.
He assured them of the
Kuwaiti leadership’s relentless
support, wishing the students
every success in their academ-
ic careers. The encounter was
attended by the head of proto-
cols at His Highness the Crown
Prince’s  Diwan  Sheikh
Mubarak Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah and the Diwan’s
undersecretary for local affairs Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. His Highness the Crown Prince also met with His
Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad, as well as
Minister of Education and Minister of Higher Education Dr
Mohammad Al-Faris.

Crown Prince
hails youth as
‘nation’s future’

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets

with His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. — KUNA

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
meets with the newly appointed Ambassador of Oman.

Premier meets diplomats

Separately, His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah received the newly
appointed Ambassadors of Vietnam, Oman, Britain and
North Ireland, as well as
Egypt. The meetings were
attended by the Head of His
Highness the Prime Minister’s
Diwan Sheikha Etimad Khaled
Al-Sabah. His Highness the
Prime Minister also received
head of the Public Anti-
Corruption Authority
Abdurrahman Al-Nimash, who
presented to him a copy of the
authorily’s biannual report for
2016-2017.

In other news, His Highness the Amir sent a cable of
condolences to Saudi King Salman Bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud,
expressing deepest sympathy over the passing away of
Princess Madawi bint Abdulaziz Al-Saud. His Highness the
Crown Prince and His Highness the Prime Minister also
sent similar cables.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with members of Kuwait

University’s National Union of Kuwaiti Students.
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KUWAIT: Palestinian Ambassador to Kuwait Rami Tahboub visited Kuwait Times
yesterday and discussed matters of mutual concern with Editor-in-Chief Abd
Al-Rahman Al-Alyan. — Photo by Joseph Shagra

Minister tackles
cooperation
with British
envoy

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Interior Sheikh Khaled Al-
Jarrah Al-Sabah discussed yesterday
with British Ambassador to Kuwait
Michael Davenport ways of bolstering
cooperation. Minister Jarrah affirmed on
the strong relations between the two
countries, stressing importance on con-

tinuing such cooperation, particularly in
the securily field, the Public Relations
and Media office of the Interior ministry
said in a press release. The statement
added the two sides also delved into
issues ol mutual concern and ways to
develop and boost bilateral relations.

Meanwhile, Chief of the General Staff
of Kuwait’s armed forces Lieutenant
General Mohammed Al-Khadher met
separately with French and Italian mili-
tary personnel, discussing with them
ways to bolster defensive cooperation.
The army’s public relations department
said Licutenant General Khadher and
the foreign mililary officials also louched
on issues of mutual concerns. Kuwaiti
and foreign military stafl attended the
meetings. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah
Al-Sabah meets with British Ambassador to Kuwait Michael Davenport. — KUNA

Chief of the General Staff of Kuwait’s armed forces Lieutenant General
Mohammed Al-Khadher meets with French and Italian military personnel.

403 liquor
bottles found in
Salwa brewery

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Hawally police busted an
underground liquor brewery in Salwa
and arrested a Nepalese national who
ran the place. A total of 403 bottles of
homebrewed liquor and 97 filled drums
were found inside the place. The suspect
was taken to the relevant authorities for
legal action.

Fake companies busted
Residency affairs department detec-
tives discovered 22 [ake and closed com-
panies sponsoring 104 workers without

actually practicing any business activily.
The companies’ offices were raided and
security restrictions were imposed, ban-
ning them [rom issuing any more visas
pending taking further legal proceedings,
the Interior Ministry’s relations and
security media department said.

Airport Road accident
A cilizen was rushed to hospital with
serious injuries after he lost control over
his sports car and collided into a con-
struction crane along Airport Road.

Illegal camps removed

As part of Kuwait Municipality’s
ongoing campaign to protect the envi-
ronment and wildlife, Farwaniya munici-
pality inspection teams inspected camps
in Sulaibiyva to remove violations, said
the team leader Ahmed Al-Sheriekah,
noting that eight illegal camps were
removed.

Wednesday, November 29, 2017

LPA to recognize companies
for protecting environment

By A Saleh

KUWALIT: In its fifth meeting in 2017 headed by
Chairman Sheikh Abdullah Al-Ahmed Al-Sabah,
the Environment Public Authority’s (EPA) board of
directors made a number of decisions pertaining
with the fees collected for the services it provides.
The meeting also discussed various environmental
issues, such as issuing clearance certificates to
companies showing that they have not been
involved in any sort of environmental violations.

Inaccurate information

Recent State Audit Bureau reports showed that
the Ministry of Commerce and Industry’s (MoCI)
supplies department has failed to monitor invento-
ries of stored supply goods. The report elaborated
that the department has not conducted quarterly
inventories of supply goods’ warehouses, which
resulted in inaccurale information about the actual
stocks stored there. It also showed that the depart-
ment did not take any measures when such differ-
ences were discovered and demanded to hold the
concerned centers’ managers accountable.

Safety condition

Kuwait Municipality Director Ahmad Al-
Manfouhi stressed that Kuwait Oil Company
(KOC) had no right to request writing off safety
condition violations committed by companies it

Kuwait gains
observer
status at IOM

GENEVA: The International Organization
for Migration’s (IOM) executive council

has business deals with. In a letter he sent to
KOC’s CEO about the violations committed by
company contractors, Manfouhi said the munici-
pality had requested the Fatwa and Legislation
Department’s legal advice on its right to hold those
contractors accountable, and whether KOC had
any right to request otherwise. He added that the
fatwa department stressed that the municipality
was legally entitled to take standard legal meas-
ures against violators of safety conditions and
denied KOC's right to demand writing off or undo-
ing those measures.

Media street

Kuwait Municipality also approved the
Information Ministry’s request to change the
aclivity description of three land plots that remain
unused on the media and press street in Ardiya so
that they can be distributed to new dailies and
satellite TV channels. A letter addressing the
Municipal Council’s Secretary General condi-
tioned that the ministry will supervise distributing
the land plots and the construction style so that
they match adjacent buildings. The conditions also
include that the state should not have previously
allocated any land plots to beneficiaries. Notably,
the Municipal Council had issued a decision in
2010 to allocate a media street in Ardiva of a total
arca of 33,000 sq m, which would be equally dis-
tributed over 11 land plots to be handed over to

unanimously agreed veslerday Lo officially
granl Kuwail observer slalus. Addressing
the 108th session of the IOM council,
which kicked off yesterday and will contin-
ue into the next month, IOM’s Director
General William Lacy Swing heaped praise
on Kuwait for the country’s humanitarian
endeavors. Meanwhile, in a speech of his
own, Kuwail’s permanent delegate to the
UN Jamal Al-Ghunaim said thal joining the
IOM as an observer state “was a lestament

the Ministry of Information, who then distributes
them to new dailies.

Security approvals

Education Minister Dr Mohammed Al-Fares
said accepting bedoons at Kuwait University is
conditioned by getting the needed security
approvals from the central apparatus for illegal res-
idents. Fares added that the university has already
started taking measures to accept bedoons. Fares
stressed that the Arab Open University (AOU) is
accredited by the private universities council and
that its degrees are approved by the ministry of
higher education and are fit for employment in
[Cuwail. Yet, Fares said that using an AOU degree
to pursue postgraduate studies depends on the
institute applied for inside or outside Kuwail, as
some of them have some restrictions on them.

New department

The Civil Service Commission (CSC) approved
the foundation of a new department at the Ministry
of Public Works (MPW) Lo handle the airport proj-
ect under the name of ‘Airport 2 Project
Department,” which will be disbanded once the
project is concluded. The CSC also agreed to adjust
MPW's structural organization and merge con-
struction maintenance departments in all six gover-
norales into three - one for the central zone, one for
the northern zone and one for the southern zone.

to Kuwait’s close rapport with IOM.”

The Kuwaili envoy pointed out that his
counlry’s newly oblained status in the [OM
would allow il to make grealer contribu-
tions towards humanitarian causes. He
stressed that a shared penchant for altru-
ism has brought Kuwait and IOM closer
together and that the country will remain
as committed as ever to humanitarian pro-
grams and activities. — KUNA
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Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: NBK Capital held a lecture for students of the
Kuwait University (KU) College of Business Administration
- Finance and Financial Institutions Department, introduc-
ing students to investing in equity markets. The lecture
explored the concept of risk and return, recent develop-
ments in regional markets, in particular the upgrade of
Kuwail Boursa to an Emerging Markel by FTSE, as well as
best practices in company analysis, valuation, and invest-
ment decisions.

Presented by the division of Middle East and North
Africa (MENA) Asset Management at NBK Capital, head-
ed by Dr Husayn Shahrur, and with the parlicipation of
Talal Al-Khamis and Eithar Al-Rushaid, the lecture comes
as part of NBK Capital’s commitment to corporate social
responsibility. NBK Capital strives to expand and build a
strong relationship with the Kuwaiti society and is com-
mitted to contributing towards the development of educa-
tion, as an essential part of the progress and prosperity of
the country.

Commenting on the lecture, NBK Capital - MENA
Assel Management Managing Director, Dr Husayn
Shahrur, said: “We strongly believe in the positive impact
of actively engaging in our communities and giving back
through innovalive intellectual initiatives.”

He added: “Kuwait University is a leading academic pil-
lar in our community and at NBK Capital we seek to share
our experience and knowledge with its students, providing
them with practical and real-life experiences to support
their academic learning in the field of finance and invest-

EQUATE highlights
Gulf’s role as a key
contributor to
petrochemical industry

DUBALIL: EQUATE Group, a global producer of petrochem-
icals, sponsored the 12th annual Gulf Petrochemicals and
Chemicals Association (GPCA) Forum to support the pio-
neering role of the Arabian Gulf’s industrial sector. The
forum includes the participation of industrial leaders and
professionals from across the globe.

EQUATE’s President and CEO, Dr Ramesh Ramachandran,
said, “During 2016, the Arabian Gulf’s combined petrochemical
and chemical capacities exceeded 142 million tons with sales
surpassing USD 76 billion and exporting more than 70 million
tons. Clearly, these figures show the region’s impact on the
global industrial sector with petrochemicals being the Arabian
Gulf’s second main source of income.”

Ramachandran noted, “The rising global demand for
petrochemicals reinforces the fact that our industry is key
for countries to grow and increase their gross domestic
product (GDP). Every key component of GDP growth
such as foods, clothing, packaging and transportation is
served and supported by our industry. On the other hand,
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KUWAIT: The Boubyan Bridge; a 1.5 km long causeway that links Kuwait’s largest island with the mainland. —KUNA

NBK Capital presents developments
in regional markets to KU students

Spreading the investing culture in an innovative manner

ments, in addition to spreading the investing culture in an
innovative and practical manner.”

Dr Shahrur emphasized the importance of collaboration
with educational institutions and highlighted NBK
Capital’s endeavors in supporting and encouraging the
vouth community as part of its active social initiatives and
corporate responsibility.

there are also headwinds for the Gulf. The region’s pro-
ducers clearly see the challenges posed by protectionism
as well as new capacities resulting from shale gas.
EQUATE’s growth stralegy has enabled us lo overcome
this challenge and be the first Middle East-based petro-
chemical producer to build a world class facility in the US
Gulf Coast. Diversifying our assel base is an important
component for us to sustain our growth. Overall, we have
Lo maintain our progress lo serve our customers who are
also growing. Naturally, markets influence strategy and
supply should follow the markets.”

“As a global enterprise, EQUATE launched its 2025
Sustainability Stralegy thal is linked to the Uniled Nalion’s
17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGS). We firmly
believe that sustainability is a key component for growth
through crealing added value by focusing on the key pil-
lars of education, communily, ecconomy, environment,
health and safety,” added Ramachandran.

As part of its participation in the event for the 12th con-
secutive year, EQUATE sponsored a professor and stu-
dents from the College of Engineering and Petroleum at
Kuwait Universily to attend the forum and interact with
other delegates. The initiative is part of a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) signed with the university for part-
nership and collaboration in industrial and academic fields.

The 12th Annual GPCA Forum was held in Dubai, UAE,
during November 27 to 29, 2017. The forum gathered over
2,000 top executives from petrochemical and chemical
companies as well as government bodies and other entities
from around the globe to discuss various topics.

The professors of the Finance and Financial Institutions
Department and participating students valued the initiative
organized by NBK Capital, highlighting the importance of
the practical application of the students’ education to bet-
ter understand the dynamics of the local, regional, and
global economy.

The lecture is an important milestone of NBK Capital’s

corporate social responsibility and is complemented by
many business, financial, and social initiatives that support
the development of the local community. These initiatives
reflect the company’s investment in the development of
human capital, in line with the company’s policies, and the
company’s strong belief in the positive impact of these ini-
tiatives in serving the community and its youth.
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Bukhamseen Holding, CEO awarded
during Arab Best Award ceremony

Company chosen best Arab firm; CEO among top 100 in Arab world

A

The two awards given to Bukhamseen

Lh-

Holding Group and its CEO Emad

Bukhamseen.

Saudi King shares Amir’s
letter to Cabinet

RIYADH: Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz yesterday
discussed with lawmakers the contents of a letter he
received from His Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. Presiding over
the Saudi Cabinet’s weekly meeting, King Salman and
the executive body reviewed the recently-concluded
meeling of defense ministers of the Islamic Military
Counter Terrorism Coalition, where more than 40
Islamic nations vowed to work as a cohesive unit to
fight terrorism. The Saudi Cabinet also touched on a
spale of significant meetings that had taken place,
including a gathering of Syrian opposition groups in
Riyadh and the 33rd session of the Standing
Committee for Economic and Commercial Cooperation
of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (COMCEC)
in Istanbul. Meanwhile, the Saudi ministers condemned
in equal measure a string of “terrorist attacks” target-
ing Egypl, Iraq, and Nigeria, all of which left scores of
people dead or wounded. —KUNA

Banks on holiday
tomorrow

KUWAIT: Chairman of the Union of Kuwaiti Banks Dr
Hamad Al-Hasawi said yesterday that all local banks
would stop operaling lomorrow in observance of a
religious holiday marking the birth of the Prophet
Mohammad (PBUH) . Banks will resume work next
Sunday as approved by the Central Bank of Kuwait
(CBK), he added. The Banks Union congratulated the
political leadership and the Kuwaiti people on the
advent of this occasion. — KUNA

I
Chemical weapons prevention

BRUSSELS: Kuwait has participated in the Conference
of the States Parties of the Organization for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW), held in The
Hague, Netherlands, late Monday. During the meeting,
Morocco was clected president of the current session.
OPCW is the implementing body of the Chemical
Weapons Convention (CWC), which started its work in
1997. OPCW includes 192 member-states, aiming to
achieve a world with no chemical weapons. The organ-
ization believes that preventing the use of chemistry in
warfare will protect global security. — KUNA

Kuwait committed
to UNIDO plans

VIENNA: Public Authority for Industry Acting
Director-General Abdulkarim Abdulkarim said on
Monday his attendance of the United Nations
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)
General Conference aids Kuwait in its steps towards
sustainable development. He added that Kuwait’s
altendance of the conference, themed ‘Building global
partnerships: Enhancing growth and inclusiveness,’
was to express its full ongoing commitment to the UN
agency. Kuwait regards UNIDO’s plans to achieve
suslainable development goals a critical issue in tack-
ling poverty, discrimination and marginalization, he
said. The Kuwaiti delegation has planned several
meetings with UNIDO officials, namely the newly-
elected Director-General Li Yong and others in the
research division. Along with the conference, the
Kuwaitis will also be attending several workshops and
seminars related to empowering women in leadership
positions and the “fourth industrial revolution,” he
added. They also plan to attend a session dedicated to
an Arab initiative on food safety and trade facilitation.
The five-day conference, attended by 168 member
countries, wrapped up its initial activities with the
election of China’s Li Yong for a second four-year term
as director-general. — KUNA

MARRAKESH: Bukhamseen Holding Group’s CEO Emad Bukhamseen (third from left) stands among the awarded officials during the Arab Best Award

ceremony.

Bukhamseen Holding Group’s CEO Emad
Bukhamseen speaks to the press after receiv-
ing his award.
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MARRAKESH: Bukhamseen Holding Group was awarded as
the best Arab company and its CEO Emad Bukhamseen was
also awarded amongst the top 100 Arab CEOs this year dur-
ing the Arab Best Award ceremony held in Marrakesh on
Monday with the participation of Arab industrial, services and
financial establishments’ directors and CEOs. Speaking on the
occasion, Bukhamseen stressed that the award was the result
of the administration pattern used by the group according to
modern managerial principles based on planning, directing
and teamwork spirit. Bukhamseen added that the group’s sec-
tors function according to a comprehensive vision focusing
on human resources as the base of any corporate success. He

66

Human resources
is base of
corporate success, ,

also pointed out that the group exerts a lot of efforts to
develop human resources and attract new competent staff.
“The group has over 25,000 employees and is working on
recruiting more youth in various branches to provide more
job opportunities to national workers as instructed by His
Highness the Amir, who has called for supporting the youth,”
he said. The award’s secretary general Abdullah Abdul
Kareem said selecting the Arab Best Award winners is subject
Lo qualilative and quantitative elements of assessment of suc-
cess, competence, achievements, development of work sys-
tems, staff efficiency and managerial patterns. “All these ele-
ments were found in the group, and this made the award’s
experts committee choose it as the best Arab company and its
CEO as the best Arab CEO,” he said. Notably, the award was
launched in 2016, giving three awards for leadership, business
and to celebrities with the aim of rewarding excellence and
creativity in the Arab world and encouraging competence
amongsl various companies, establishments and NGOs, with
the ultimate goal of achieving development. — KUNA
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Bukhamseen Holding Group’s CEO Emad
Bukhamseen receives his award.
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NAYPYIDAW: Pope Francis (2nd left) meets Myanmar’s civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi in Naypyidaw. Pope Francis held talks with Myanmar’s leader Aung San Suu Kyi yesterday - a key moment of a tour aimed at
alleviating religious and ethnic hatreds that have driven huge numbers of Muslim Rohingya from the country. — AFP

Pope sidesteps Rohingya crisis in Myanmar

Pontiff meets Suu Kyi, army chiel during visit

NAYPYIDAW, Myanmar: Pope Francis called
for respect for rights and justice in a keenly-
walched address in Myanmar yesterday, but
refrained from any mention of the Rohingya
or the alleged ethnic cleansing that has driven
huge numbers of the Muslim minorily from
the country. Sharing a stage with Myanmar’s
leader Aung San Suu Kyi in the capital
Naypyidaw, he did nol address the Rohingya
crisis head-on but instead tip-toed around
the unfolding humanitarian emergency.

Peace can only be achieved through “jus-
tice and a respect for human rights”, he said
in a broadly-framed speech that also called
for “respect for each ethnic group and its
identity”. The word “Rohingya”, an incendiary
term in a mainly Buddhist country where the
Muslim minorily are denied citizenship and
branded illegal “Bengali” immigrants, was
entirely absent from his speech. Francis has
repealedly defended the group, some
620,000 of whom have fled from Myanmar’s
Rakhine state to Bangladesh since August.

Rights groups had urged him to tackle

L
Insurgency,
attacks put
Sinai strategy
in spotlight

CAIRO: Egypls years-long military campaign
against a jihadist insurgency in the north of the
Sinai Peninsula is under increasing scrutiny fol-
lowing a devaslaling mosque attack last week.
More than 300 people were killed in Friday’s
bomb and gun assault-the deadliest in the coun-
try’s recent history-highlighting the insurgents’
ability to carry out spectacular attacks despite
the deployment of tens of thousands of troops.
President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi vowed to respond
with “brutal force”, and the army announced it
had destroyed several of the vehicles used in the
attack and killed their occupants.

But for some analysts, the army’s muscular
reprisals are not enough. “I think (the Sinai)
needs (a) smarter military presence,” said Zack
Gold, an analyst at the Atlantic Council’s Rafik
Hariri Center. “The job of the military is not to
protect the military,” he said. “The job of the mil-
itary is to protect the population and to secure
the Lterritory”. He said currently soldiers were
usually confined to checkpoints on the region’s
roads instead of securing the population centers,
where the insurgency has crippled the economy.

‘Easier to recruit’

Timothy Kaldas, a non-resident fellow at
the Tahrir Institute for Middle East Policy, said
multiple foreign diplomats had told him that
when they urge Egyptian officials to change
tactics, “they get a lot of pushback”. “They are
basically told ‘not to interfere in Egypt’s
affairs’,” he said. He said discussion of security

Myanmar about its treatment of the minority
during his four-day visit, but the local
Catholic Church had cautioned him against
straying into the Rohingya issue. Suu Kyi, a
Nobel Peace Prize winner, has been
oslracized by a global rights commu-
nity that once adored her but is now
outraged at her tepid response to the
plight of the Rohingya. She spoke of
the challenges her country faces as it
creeps oul of the shadow of five
decades of military rule, but also did
not reference the Rohingya.

The government aimed to build the
nation by “protecting rights, fostering
tolerance, ensuring security for all”,
she said in a short speech, that gave a
nod to global concern over the “situa-
tion in the Rakhine.” The pope’s peace
mission is studded with pitfalls in Myanmar,
where a monk-led Buddhist nationalist move-
ment has fostered widespread loathing for the
Rohingya. In recognition of those lensions his
public speech was “very carefully worded”,

strategy took place within a “small circle” and
that the public was “not allowed to participate
in that conversation to discuss what is prob-
lematic and what could be better”. Egypt’s
Western allies acknowledge the army has
made some headway in containing the insur-
gency and forcing IS to change its taclics.

Large-scale attacks on the military have
grown less frequent, as IS has increasingly
turned to a war of allrition involving roadside
bombings and sniper attacks, inflicting fewer
casuallies on the army. The military has also
succeeded in hitting some of the group’s top
commanders, including overall leader Abu Duaa
al-Ansari who was killed in an air strike last
year. It has largely ended the once-lucrative
smuggling trade with the Gaza Strip by destroy-
ing tunnels under the border with the Palestinian
territory and razing parts of the divided frontier
town of Rafah to create a buffer zone.

But the home demolitions have stoked fur-
ther resentment in a region that has felt mar-
ginalized for decades. Kaldas said that situa-
tion “makes it easier for ISIS (IS) to recruit, it
makes people less interested in supporting the
government.” IS too has sparked some antago-
nism with its tactics. The jihadists have alienat-
ed the region’s largest tribe, the Tarabin, by
executing dozens of its members for allegedly
cooperating with the army. Some Tarabin have
formed militias to fight IS.

Sisi came to power after leading the military
overthrow of his Islamist predecessor
Mohamed Morsi in 2013 promising to restore
security following the chaos of the Arab Spring
uprising that toppled longtime dictator Hosni
Mubarak. But four years on, the situation in
Sinai is far from stable. In November 2014,
shortly after Sisi’s election as president, Ansar
Beit Al-Magqdis, a Sinai-based jihadist group
previously linked to Al-Qaeda, swore allegiance
to IS. Friday’s attack was carried out by some
30 armed men carrying flags similar to the
black banner of IS, although the jihadist organi-
zation has not formally claimed it. — AFP

Myanmar-based political analyst Richard
Horsey told AFP, speculating “he is likely to
have been more forthright in private meetings
with Myanmar’s leaders.” But the pontiff’s

The Lady also
did not refer

to prosecuted
Muslim minority

camp, speaking of a religious leader who pre-
viously “even held prayers for the Rohingya”.
Late on Monday the 80-year-old pontiff
received a “courtesy visit” from Myanmar’s
powerful army chief - whose troops,
according to the UN and US, have
waged a campaign of ethnic cleansing
against the Rohingya in Rakhine.
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
has firmly denied allegations of wide-
spread brutality by his forces, despile
the flight of hundreds of thousands
who have recounted widespread cases
of rape, murder and arson. His office
said the general told the pope there
was “no discrimination” in Myanmar,
and he praised his military for main-

words were of little comfort to Rohingya stuck
in dire conditions in Bangladesh. “We are very
much disappointed that he did not mention
the Rohingya crisis,” said Rohingya activist
Mohammad Zubair from Kutupalong refugee

McDonald’s,
walter, electricity:
Gazans eye
reconciliation

GAZA: Hamas is due to hand over power in the
Gaza Strip to the Palestinian Authority by
Iriday as parl of a reconciliation deal, raising
hopes humanitarian suffering there can be
cased. Gazans’ demands are mostly simple:
waler, electricity, the right to travel. The
coastal enclave has been blockaded by Israel
for a decade, while the only other border-with
Egypt-has been also largely sealed in recent
years. Residents receive only a few hours of
electricity per day, and UN officials have said
Gaza is becoming rapidly unlivable. Israel says
ils restriclions are necessary Lo isolale Islamist
movement Hamas, which has ruled the enclave
since seizing it in 2007. It has fought three
wars with Israel since. Gazans explain why
reconciliation matters to them:

The stranded student

Yahya Al-Majayda, 18, is meant Lo be studying
medicine. He applied for university in Ukraine,
was accepled and even received the visa. But
with the borders sealed, he is stuck. “My visa has
been valid for two months but I haven't been able
to travel because of the border. “It expires in
January. If T don't arrive by that dale they won'l
renew it and [ will lose around $2,000 I spent.
“My future depends on the opening of the bor-
der and the national government taking control in
Gaza. “I am very scared reconciliation will fail,
my future will be lost completely.”

The child who wants to fly
Hamada Ahmed, 12, a student in a United
Nations school in Gaza, doesn’l know exaclly

taining “the peace and stability of the
country”.
The Lady, as she is fondly known in
Myanmar, finally came to power after elec-
tions in 2015 but has fallen from grace inter-
nationally for not doing more to stand up lo
the army in defence of the Rohingya - whose

name she will not publicly utter. Rights
groups have clamored for Suu Kyi to be
stripped of her peace prize. Oxford, the
English city she once called home, on
Monday removed her Freedom of the Cily
award for “inaction” in the face of oppression
of the Rohingya.

Just days before the papal visil, Myanmar
and Bangladesh signed a deal to start repatri-
ating Rohingya refugees within two months.
But details of the agreement - including the
use of temporary shelters for returnees, many
of whose homes have been burned to the
ground - raise questions for Rohingya fearful
of returning without guarantees of basic
rights. So far, the pontiff has received a warm
welcome in Myanmar, whose Catholic com-
munity numbers just over one percent of the
country’s 51 million people. But some
200,000 Catholics are pouring into the com-
mercial capital Yangon from all corners of the
country ahead of a huge, open-air mass in
Yangon loday morning. Francis will travel on
to Bangladesh tomorrow. — AFP

GAZA: Palestinian children do their home works during a power cut in an
impoverished area in Gaza City yesterday. — AFP

what reconciliation is-but he hopes it means
he will be able to leave Gaza for the first time.
“My dad said if they open the crossings to
everyone we will travel. [ hope to fly in a plane
and cat McDonald’s.”

The daughter cut off

Maysaa Al-Shanli, a 45-year-old mother of
six, hasn't seen her parents since Hamas took
control. They moved o Saudi Arabia decades
ago. “I dream of reconciliation and for them to
open the crossings so I can travel to see my
[amily in Saudi Arabia. “I haven'l seen them in 11
years. My father died without me seeing him. “I
don’t know when [ will see my mother and sib-
lings il they don't succeed with reconciliation.”

The rival bureaucrats
In a strange quirk, there are two civil serv-
ices in Gaza. When Hamas took over in 2007,
the majority of the Falah-dominaled

Palestinian Authority employees were told to
stop working. Hamas set up a rival administra-
tion, while tens of thousands of PA employees
continued to get a salary without working.
Leila Saqar was among them. She is hoping to
return to her job with the health ministry. “Ten
years al home without work has negalive psy-
chological and professional effects. “I don’t
care il my colleagues or the patients I treat are
Hamas or Fatah. We are all Palestinians.

“As employees in the PA we will comple-
ment the Hamas employees, who have acquired
experience during their years of work, dealing
with new projects we today must learn about.”
Mahmoud Al-Faraa, head of public relations
with the Hamas media ministry, could be losing
his job. A final decision about Hamas employ-
ees has been put off until early next year, with
a merger possible, but Faraa said he was per-
sonally in lavor of reconciliation Lo ease condi-
tions for his family. — AFP
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Flurry of activity hints at
North Korean missile test

Hawaii to resume Cold War-era nuke siren tests

SEOUL: Signs of unusual activity have been detected in
North Korea, the South’s unification minister said yester-
day, following reports that Pyongyang may be preparing
for a ballistic missile test. The North has stoked interna-
tional alarm over its banned nuclear missile program, but it
has nol staged a missile lest since September 15, raising
hopes that ramped-up sanctions are having an impact. But
South Korea’s Yonhap news agency cited a government
source as saying thal a missile-tracing radar was swilched
on at an unspecified base on Monday, and there had been
a flurry of telecom traffic.

Unification minister Cho Myoung-Gyon confirmed
there had been “noteworthy activity in the North recently”,
but said the Seoul gov-
ernment had to “wait
and see whether it
leads to an actual mis-
sile test or provoca-
tion”. Aside from the
recenl  movements,
Pyongyang has also
been conducting vari-
ous engine tests and
fuel tests even during
the testing lull, Cho
told foreign correspon-
dents. Japan’s Kyodo
news agency also
quoted sources as saying the Tokyo government was on
alert after delecling radio signals suggesting North Korea
might be preparing for a missile launch.

“North Korea might launch a missile within the next few
days,” one of the sources was quoted as saying. However,
the Japanese sources also said that as satellite images have
not shown any missile or moveable launch pad, the signals
might only be related to winter training for the North
Korean military. North Korea’s leader Kim Jong-Un visited
a new catfish farm northeast of Pyongyang, its state media
said yesterday, in the latest of a series of economic outings
that have coincided with a lull in weapons testing.

In September the North conducted its sixth and most
powerful nuclear test and staged an intermediate-range
missile launch over Japan. Cho said the frequency of North
Korean activity tends to decline noticeably during the
winter. “If it launched a provocation, North Korea has to
put its military on alert, but most of its troops are needed

Pakistan blasphemy
law hands Islamists
dangerous weapon

ISLAMABAD: An obscure Islamist group in Pakistan has
brought down a federal minister and dealt the government
a stinging blow with the help of a blasphemy law that
authorities have long used as a tool of repression against
minorities and dissidents. Law minister Zahid Hamid
resigned Monday, caving to a key demand [rom Islamist
protesters who virtually paralyzed the capital for weeks
over a hastily abandoned amendment to the oath sworn by
election candidates. Hamid’s surrender marked a disturb-
ing new precedent in the country’s political landscape,
after the fringe Tehreek-i-Labaik Ya Rasool Allah Pakistan
(TLY) tied the amendment fiasco to blasphemy charges.

Blasphemy is a profoundly sensitive issue in the Islamic
republic and can rouse even moderates whose religion
emphasizes devotion to the Prophet. At its most extreme,
even unproven allegations have sparked mob lynchings
and vigilante murders. But it is also enshrined in the coun-
try’s legal code, where it carries the death penalty, with
analysts warning the charge is unanswerable. “You're
looking at a law that can’t be defined... anything can be
blasphemy, so it's very broad,” said Pakistani lawyer Yasser
Latif Hamdani.

Activists have long called for reform, saying the legisla-
tion is too often abused to settle personal scores and tar-
gel the religious minorities. In recent months some have
cautioned it is also becoming a way to stifle digital dissent,
with authorities rounding up bloggers and sending out
nationwide text messages warning against dubious post-
ings on social media. Now analysts fear Hamid’s capitula-
tion has proven the slalules can serve as an all-powerful
political weapon, allowing even a marginal group to deliver
a humiliating blow to the country’s rulers.

The amendment at the centre of the row altered the
oalh’s reference to Prophet Mohammed. The government
said the change was inadvertent and quickly reversed
course but the protesters were not appeased. “The opti-
mist would argue that this could be a one-off. But it isn’t,”
Zeeshan Salahuddin of the Center for Research and
Security Studies, a think tank in Islamabad said. “This is
the net result of four decades of slow poisoning with intol-
erance, political indifference, and the state’s inability to
truly understand the public’s concerns.”

Japan on alert

missile launch

for manual labor for preparation of winter,” he said. Other
reasons behind the lull could be that Pyongyang simply
needs more time to advance its missile program such as
perfecting its re-entry technology, Cho said, or the North
Korean leader could be focusing on boosting the economy.

While North Korea has tested an intercontinental bal-
listic missile (ICBM) that apparently brings much of the US
mainland into range, questions remain about whether it has
mastered the re-entry technology to bring a warhead back
through the Earth’s atmosphere. Another factor could be
that the North could be restraining itself due to a flurry of
joint military exercises beltween Seoul and Washinglon
mobilizing various US strategic assets, the minister said.
But tensions are expected to
spike again as the United
States and South Korea kick
off a large-scale air force drill
on Monday in a new show of
force against the North.

The five-day exercise,
Vigilant Ace, involves 12,000
US personnel and an unspec-
ified number of South Korean
service members flying more
than 230 aircralt including -
22 stealth fighters and other
cutting-edge weapons at US
and South Korean military
bases. Pyongyang routinely condemns such exercises,
labeling them preparation for war. The US last week
unveiled fresh sanctions that target North Korean ship-
ping, raising pressure on Pyongyang to abandon its
nuclear program. Pyongyang condemned the move as a
“serious provocation” and warned that sanctions would
never succeed.

for possible
N Korea

Cold War-era siren

Mecanwhile, Hawaii this week will resume monthly
statewide testing of its Cold War-era nuclear attack warn-
ing sirens for the first time in about 30 years, in prepara-
tion for a polential missile launch from North Korea, emer-
gency management officials said. Wailing air-raid sirens
will be sounded for about 60 seconds from more than 400
localions across the central Pacific islands starting at 11:45
am on Iriday, in a test that will be repeated on the first
business day of each month thereafter.

PANMUNJOM: North Korean soldiers stare at South Korean soldiers at the truce village of
Panmunjom in the Demilitarized zone (DMZ2) during a visit by Seoul’s defense chief Song Young-Moo
following a dramatic defection by a North Korean soldier through the DMZ two weeks ago. —AFP

A formal announcement and demonstration of the sys-
tem was planned by Governor David Ige and other offi-
cials al the headquarters of the Hawaii Emergency
Management Agency. Monthly tests of the nuclear attack
siren are being reintroduced in Hawaii in conjunction with
public service announcements urging residents of the
islands to “get inside, stay inside and stay tuned” if they
should hear the warning.

“Emergency preparedness is knowing what to expect
and what to do for all hazards,” state Emergency
Management chief Vern Miyagi said in one video message
posted online. He did not mention North Korea specifically.

By

e

ISLAMABAD: A Pakistani commuter rides past by a burnt police van after a protest of Tehreek-i-
Labaik Yah Rasool Allah Pakistan (TLYRAP) religious group in Islamabad yesterday. — AFP

A history of violence

The country’s first blasphemy law was originally passed
down from Pakistan’s former colonial masters and largely
aimed at keeping the peace between different religious
communities on the subcontinent. But the framework was
given a shot in the arm during the rule of former hardline
Islamist dictator Zia-ul-Haq in the mid-80s. His regime
passed a series ol new slatutes that included a provision
for capital punishment in cases of insulting the Prophet
Mohammed. “The true tragedy is that the law never actu-
ally takes course, as the accused is often publicly lynched
or beaten,” explains Salahuddin. Hamid is not the first
politician to face consequences over blasphemy.

In 2011, Salman Taseer-a liberal governor who called
for reformation of the laws-was gunned down by his own
bodyguard in broad daylight in the heart of Islamabad. A
lone vigilante killed Taseer, whereas Hamid’s downfall
came when the government-already wounded by the oust-
ing of former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif carlier in the
year over graft claims-was forced to turn to Pakistan’s

most powerful institution, the army, to extricate itself from
what had become an explosive situation. Taseer’s son
Shahbaz, himself held captive by the Taleban for five years
until he was freed last year, tweeted a viral video Monday
in which Hamid altempled to defend his reverence for the
Prophet.

“I'understand how scared this man is for his life but I'm
so proud Lo be my fathers son after seeing these cowards,”
he wrote. For decades leaders have forged political
alliances and courted religious hardliners on the fringe for
electoral support. But analysts have warned the govern-
ment’s credibility has been eroded by the TLY victory,
leaving a vacuum which could also fuel the rise of right-
wing religious parties in elections due in 2018. “There’s
been a generational gestation period for this shift. Political
parties are becoming increasingly beholden to right-wing
extremist groups with whom they’ve had political
alliances,” said Shuja Nawaz, a fellow al the Atlantic
Council. “When push comes to shove, people are willing to
make deals with them. —AFP

The victims of
‘peacekeeper
massacre’

BOALI: A stunned crowd looks on as crales
bearing macabre labels such as “mixed
bones” and “Body 1” are unloaded from a
UN truck in Boali, victims of a massacre by
peacekeepers from Congo. “This is like a
knife in our hearts,” breathes Robert
KKonomo, 60, who lost his two younger
brothers in one of the greatest blunders by
peacekeeping soldiers in Africa. Last week,
the United Nations returned the remains of
13 women and men to their families in Boali,
a town some 100 kilometers north of
Central African Republic’s capilal Bangui.
But more than three vears later, how the
slaughter unfolded remains unclear, and jus-
tice remains an empty word. A sober black

monument carved with the victims’ names
has been put up at the local cemetery,
where relatives gathered last Tuesday for a
ceremony where the bones were handed
over, to be laid in their final resting place.
About a dozen civilians were reported miss-
ing in the Boali region in March 2014 fol-
lowing a clash between, on one side, “anti-
balaka” militiamen mainly drawn from
Christian communilies, and on the other,
Congolese soldiers serving in MISCA-a
multinational African force that had been
deployed to the strife-torn country.

Mass grave

MISCA handed over to the UN mission
MINUSCA in September 2014. But by
then, Human Rights Watch was already
investigating the African-led force and
accusing Congolese troops of bloody
reprisals after one of their number was
killed by the anti-balaka. “Peacekeeping
soldiers are there Lo protect the civilian
population, not to make them suffer new
atrocities,” HRW’s emergencies director,
Peter Bouckaert, said at the time. Searches

for the bodies of those who disappeared
came up with nothing until 2016, when a
mass grave was unearthed close to a one-
time MISCA base in Boali.

The remains of 12 men and women were
exhumed and once again, HRW charged
that Congolese peacekeepers were to
blame for their deaths. “I'm happy, but I'm
not satisfied,” said Konomo, dressed in his
finest robes to honor the reconstituted
skeletons of his brothers laid out on rough-
hewn wooden tables ahead of burial. “I
hope that justice will be done,” he added
firmly. Delivering justice is the goal of a
medical and legal investigation into the inci-
dent since the Republic of Congo set up a
probe under international pressure. A
Special Criminal Court established to try
crimes committed in the troubled CAR since
2003 - when onetime military chiefl Irancois
Bozize seized power in a coup-has placed
Bouali prosecutor Roger Poussinga in
charge of the legal inquiry.

A specialist team financed by the United
States was formed to identify and reassem-
ble the bones. Three-quarters of the

BOALI: Boxes containing the
remains of victims of the Boali
massacre are pictured in Boali,
Central African Republic.—AFP

researchers were students in forensic medi-
cine at Columbia University in New York
and the others were doctors of forensic
anthropology from Argentina. “It’s the first
time that a (foreign) forensic assessment
has been carried oul” in CAR, said a sci-
ence officer of the UN’s police (UNPOL)
delegated to provide technical assistance to
the experts. —AFP

But the nuclear attack sirens, discontinued since the
1980s when the Cold War drew to a close, are being reac-
tivated in light of recent test launches of intercontinental
ballistic missiles from North Korea deemed capable of
reaching the state, agency spokeswoman Arlina Agbayani
said. A single 150-kiloton weapon detonated over Pearl
Harbor on the main island of Oahu would be expected to
kill 18,000 people outright and leave 50,000 to 120,000
others injured across a blast zone several miles wide,
agency spokesman Richard Rapoza said, citing projections
based on assessments of North Korea’s nuclear weapons
technology.—Agencies

Saudi Arabia executes 7

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia yesterday executed six Yemeni
men convicted of murder and robbery and a Saudi man
for smuggling drugs, the interior ministry said. The
Yemenis were convicted of forming a gang that killed two
men and a woman in three separate attacks on homes in
the southern province of Assir, it said in a statement cited
by the SPA news agency. In each attack, they also stole
cash and other items, the statement added. They were exe-
cuted at Abha in the southwest of the Gulf kingdom. The
seventh convict, a Saudi, was executed in the northern city
of Tabuk after being convicted of smuggling pills, the min-
istry said. Saudi Arabia, where execulions are carried oul in
public by the sword, has one of the world’s highest execu-
Lion rates.

L
‘Honor killing’ in Pakistan

KKARACHI: Pakistani police have exhumed the bodies of a
couple believed to have been murdered and hastily buried
by their families after they eloped, in the country’s latest
“honor killing” case. Authorities in the port city of Karachi
have arrested at least nine people connected to the dou-
ble homicide, including the father of the male victim, but
admilted that several family members sought in the case
were still on the run. The couple were reported missing
when the owner of the house they rented in western
Karachi entered the property after they gone missing for
three days and discovered bloodstains around the home.
“The autopsy report says that the couple were killed by
strangulation,” Dr Rohina Hasan of the government-run
Abbasi Shaheed Hospital said yesterday. Police believe the
couple were murdered by family members, including male
relatives of both victims, after they eloped without their
consent. Authorities later began rounding up relatives of
the missing pair, who confirmed they had been killed by
their families and buried in unmarked graves at a cemetery.

|
Bizarre sorcery ritual

JAKARTA: Seven Indonesians were hospilalized after
rinsing their hands in acid, police said yesterday as they
hunted for the self-styled sorcerer who promised the men
it would make them invincible. The bizarre ritual last week
left the men, residents of the Rawa Kopi village just out-
side the capital Jakarta, with serious burns on their hands,
authorities said. A mystery man named Didi, who moved
into the village several months ago, claimed he was a mas-
ter of traditional magic-known as Debus-which is sup-
posed Lo prolect a person [rom physical injury. The self-
proclaimed magician offered free lessons and promised to
make the unlucky men invincible. “These men were trying
to become invincible with a man who claimed to be a
‘gura’,” local police chief Harry Kurniawan said yesterday.
To test that promise, Didi suggested that the men rinse
their hands in a chemical that police believe was acid.

L
Explosion near Tel Aviv

JERUSALEM: A large explosion and fire in a building near
Tel Aviv killed three people, Isracli police said yesterday,
adding that they were still investigating the cause. The explo-
sion, which occurred in a hardware store in Jaffa late on
Monday, caused adjacent structures to collapse. Two men
were pronounced dead at the scene, while a third died later
of his injuries, police said. Another four people were still
being treated for their injuries, medics said. A police spokes-
woman said the three men killed had provisionally been iden-
tified as a Jaffa resident, a man from the Israeli Arab town of
Taibe and a Palestinian {rom the occupied West Bank.
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Macron’s trip to Africa
gels ol to hostile start

Burkina grenade attack greets Macron’s Africa tour

OUAGADOUGOU: Three civilians were wounded in
Burkina Faso on Monday after a grenade was thrown at
French troops shortly before President Emmanuel Macron
touched down for the start of his first Africa tour. The
French president is embarking on a three-day trip of west-
ern Africa aimed at boosting France’s regional influence,
stemming the continent’s migrant exodus and bolstering
the fight against violent Islamist militancy in the Sahel.

The visit was marred by an attempted attack on French
troops in the capital Ouagadougou just hours before
Macron’s arrival. “Two hooded individuals on a motorcycle
threw a grenade towards a
Irench army vehicle” as it
made its way Lo a barracks
housing French special
forces, a securily source
told AFP on condition of
anonymily.

Three residents were
wounded, one seriously, in
the attack which took
place at 8:00 pm, the
source added. “The attack-
ers’ target was the Irench

France’s regional

European leaders are desperale Lo find ways Lo stem the
flow of African migrants across the Mediterrancan without
leaving them to the mercy of traffickers in transit countries
like Libya, where they face lorture, rape, and as a CNN
report showed recently-being sold into slavery.

And Macron will also be secking international backing
for a new, five-nation African counter-terrorism force,
which France hopes to sce eventually take over the fight
against jihadist groups in the Sahel region. Ouagadougou
has suffered two recent terror attacks carried out by
Islamist militants-a shooting spree in January 2016 that left
20 dead and a similar
assaull by gunmen in
August that killed 19.
French special forces have
been present in the coun-
try since 2010 to help
regional governments
tackle jihadist violence in
the Sahel, particularly in
neighboring Mali.

Shortly after meeting
his Burkinese counterpart
Roch Marc Christian

President
seeks to boost

influence

army vehicle, which was

not hit,” the source said. An

AFP reporter at the scene of the attack witnessed a small
hole in the tarmac where the grenade detonated and a dam-
aged civilian vehicle. Macron flew into Ouagadougou three
hours later for a trip that will take in Burkina Faso and Ivory
Coasl-two former Lrench colonies that deposed strongmen
leaders in recent years-as well as to Ghana. His advisors say
his primary message will be to stress a partnership of equals
with Alfrica, based on education and entreprencurship.

Security concerns
But regional security concerns will also dominate.

Runaway train kills 2

BRUSSELS: Two Belgian railway workers were killed and
several passengers injured Monday after a train being
recovered [rom a previous accident rolled away and hit
people repairing the track then collided with another pas-
senger train, emergency services said. The train was initially
involved in a collision on Monday morning with a car at
Morlanwelz, at a crossing near the industrial town of
Charleroi in southern Belgium, causing the vehicle burst into
flames and damaging the first carriage of the train, they said.
The line was closed for the rest of the day while engineers
tried to clear the line, but as the train was being towed on
Monday night, it became detached and hit a group of work-
ers who were repairing the tracks following the earlier fire.
Two railway workers from the group were killed and two
were seriously injured, police and firefighters said.

L
Bomb-making equipments

ATHENS: Greek police found bomb-making equipment
and delonators in raids in Athens yesterday and were
questioning nine people over suspected links to a banned
militant group in Turkey ahead of an expected visit by
Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan next week. Eight men
and a woman thought to hold Turkish citizenship were
being detained after morning raids at three different
addresses in central Athens. Earlier, police officials told
Reuters the individuals were being quizzed for alleged
links to the leftist militant DHKP/C, an outlawed group
blamed for a string of attacks and suicide bombings in
Turkey since 1990. The police found materials available
commercially and which could potentially be used in mak-
ing explosives were found, they said in a statement. They
also retrieved digital material and travel documents.
Witnesses saw police experts in hazmat suits and holding
suitcases entering one address in Athens. Tests on an
unknown substance found in jars were expected to be
concluded within the day.

L
Ireland crisis deepens

DUBLIN: Ireland was on the verge of a snap election
after the opposition party propping up the minority gov-
ernment said the deputy prime minister’s refusal to quit
would force the country to the polls next month. The
political crisis that deepened dramatically late on Monday
has left the country’s two main parties with less than 24
hours to head off a general election in a dispute that cast
a shadow over a key Brexil summit next month. Ireland
will play a major role at the meeting, telling EU leaders
whether it believes sufficient progress has been made on
the future of the border between EU-member Ireland and
the British province of Northern Ireland. The pressure on
Deputy Prime Minister Frances Fitzgerald of Varadkar’s
Fine Gael party mounted on Monday following the
release of fresh documents about her disputed handling
of a police whistleblower who alleged corruption in the
force. Fianna Fail, whose backing Varadkar requires from
the opposition benches to keep his government function-
ing, has said it will move a motion of no confidence in
Fitzgerald unless she quits.

|
Turkey issues warrants

ANKARA: Turkey yesterday issued arrest warrants for
two men accused of handing Washington fabricated
reports and stealing documents in a case against a top
Turkish banker suspected of violating US sanclions on
Iran, local media reported. Former main opposition
Republican People’s Party MP Aykan Erdemir and certi-
fied bank auditor Osman Zeki Canitez are accused of
giving “fake reports” for use as evidence by US authori-
ties investigating gold trader Reza Zarrab and Mehmet
Hakan Atilla, the deputy chiel executive of Turkish
lender Halkbank, Dogan news agency reported. The men
are being investigated over whether they “destroyed
paperwork relating to state security” and stole docu-
ments with the intention of using them abroad, accord-
ing to a statement from the Istanbul public prosecutor,
quoted by Dogan.

Kabore, Macron told

reporters his trip hailed “a

new slage for our relationship with your country and the

whole continent”. He praised his host country for shaking

off the 27-year authoritarian rule of former President

Blaise Compaore in a 2014 popular uprising in which large

numbers of youths participated. Burkina “is an emblem of

the democratic aspirations of Africa’s youth”, he said. “I

wanted to pay tribute to all this by making Ouagadougou
the first step of my African tour,” he added.

After talks with Kabore, Macron will deliver a speech

to 800 students at the University of Ougadougou followed

by an “unfiltered” question and answer session with his

Merkel *horrified’
by knife attack on
pro-refugee mayor

BERLIN: German Chancellor Angela Merkel yesterday
condemned a near fatal knife attack against a town mayor,
apparently motivated by the local leader’s pro-refugee
stance and which left him with a six-inch neck wound.
Andreas Hollstein, 54, mayor of the western town of Altena,
was stabbed Monday evening at a kebab shop by a man
who had loudly criticized his liberal refugee policy.
Hollstein said that without two shop employees who rushed
to help him, he would “probably not be here today”.

With a large bandage on his neck and a wavering voice,
Hollstein told reporters that the 56-year-old male assailant
had asked him il he was the mayor before pulling the knife
and then said: “You let me die of thirst and take in 200
refugees in Altena.” Merkel, who has faced a strong back-
lash over her welcoming stance toward refugees, was
“horrified” by the attack on Hollstein and “very relieved
that he was already able to return to his family,” her
spokesman Steffen Seibert tweeted. “Thanks also to those
who helped him.” Hollstein, a member of Merkel’s Christian
Democrats (CDU), said that he believed “a coarsening of
the public debate about refugees” had led to the assault.

“I even received emails today approving of the attack-
that says something about the state of our country,” he
said, adding that he and his family had received repeated
threats in recent years. Hollstein said the attacker
appeared to be under the influence of alcohol but was by
no means incapacitated, noting it had taken three men to
overpower him. The assailant was arrested at the scene
while Hollstein was taken to a local hospital and, after
treatment, released hours later, police said in a statement,
referring to an “apparent xenophobic motive”.

‘Like a good mayor should’

The snack shop owner, Demir Abdullah, who came to
Hollstein’s aid along with his son, who was also injured in
the attack, confirmed the assailant had specifically target-
ed Hollstein. “He asked ‘are you the mayor?’... then he
reached for his knife and stabbed him in the neck,”
Abdullah told German television. The town of about
17,000 people was well known for taking in a larger share
of asylum seekers than required amid the mass influx that
has brought more than one million migrants and refugees
to Germany since 2015.

Hollstein, whose tlown won a national award in May for
its work with refugees, said Altena had welcomed about

= OUAGADOUGOU: Demonstrators set up burning barricade along the road next to the university where the French
President addresses students yesterday in Ouagadougou. —AFP

voung audience. Today he will visit a giant solar power
plant in Burkina Faso, the largest in West Africa, before
departing for the Ivorian capital Abidjan where the fifth
Europe-Africa summit will bring together more than 80

ALTENA, Germany: The mayor of the western town of
Altena, Andreas Hollstein (CDU), 57, gives a press con-
ference at the town hall in Altena, after he was
attacked with a 30-centimetre-long knife. —AFP

450 people and said he had no plans lo reverse his stance.
“I'm going to continue to work for refugees, for those who
are already here and for those who are still arriving, for the
weak and the strong in our sociely, like a good mayor
should,” he said. Justice Minister Heiko Maas tweeted that
“we must never accept that people are attacked because
they help others,” adding that there was no space “for hate
and violence” in Germany. The assault revived memories of
a knife attack on Cologne’s mayor Henriette Reker in
Oclober 2015 by a right-wing extremist who was angered
at her welcoming stance toward refugees.

The brutal attack came at the height of the influx to
Germany, where sentiment is still deeply divided on the
country’s humanitarian responsibilities and its ability to
integrate newcomers. While most mainstream parties back
the principle of Germany laking in people fleeing war-
zones such as Syria, the backlash led the far-right
Alternative for Germany party to win its first seats in par-
liament in Seplember’s general election. Although Merkel
won a fourth term in the poll, the AfD’s presence has
severely complicaled her efforts Lo cobble together a rul-
ing coalition. The AfD scored nearly 12 percent of the vole
in Altena’s electoral district, just below the 13 percent it
drew nationally—AFP

leaders from the two continents. He will also inaugurate
the city’s colossal metro project, funded by a 1.4-billion-
curo ($1.6-billion) French loan before heading to Ghana, a
former British colony.—AFP

US president faces
fraught end to a
tempestuous year

WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump returned to
work at a festively decorated White House this week, fac-
ing a formidable to-do list that will decide whether his
Christmas is filled with political misery or cheer. After
spending much of November in East Asia and Florida,
‘Trump returned to marbled corridors bedecked with gar-
lands and graced by ballerinas but also chilled by the
prospect of a daunting few weeks ahead.

December sees deadlines that, if missed, could see the
US government hurtle towards a shutdown and even a
Llechnical default in the new year. The debt ceiling and gov-
ernmentl budgel were on the agenda when Trump mel con-
gressional leaders from both parties yesterday. The meet-
ing comes against the backdrop of a fiercely contested
December 12 election in Alabama, which will be a bell-
wether for Trump’s support and could tilt control of the
Senate away [rom Republicans. Republican officials admit
that controversies may split right wing voters, handing an
unlikely victory to Democrats in that deeply Republican
state. Trump has thrown his weight behind party candidate
Roy Moore, who has refused to withdraw despite facing a
string of allegations that he molested or sexually assaulted
teenage girls when he was in his 30s. The White House
says Trump will not campaign with Moore, but he has
questioned the allegalions and urged volers lo oppose
Democrat Doug Jones. But some Republicans plan to vote
for a “write-in candidate” whose name is not on the ballot.

Death or taxes

Even before that Trump’s first task will be to pass lax
cuts, which Republicans see as absolutely vital to keep vol-
ers and donors happy. “It will be the biggest tax reduction
in the history of our country,” Trump said, expressing con-
fidence Monday. “It will bring jobs, it will bring a lot of
income coming into the country, buying product, et cetera.”
With the party in control of the White House and both
chambers of Congress, the lask should be straightforward.
But little is straightforward in Washington these days.

The administration’s chief salesmen, Treasury Secretary
Steve Mnuchin and top economic aide Gary Cohn-both
multimillionaires-have struggled to convince the public
that the tax cut will help middle class families, as Trump
insists. With the delails still being thrashed out, a Harvard-
Harris Poll showed a majority of voters opposed, believing
it will hurt them financially. —AFP

Kenyatta sworn
in for disputed
second term
amid protests

NAIROBI: Kenyan President Uhuru
Kenyalla was sworn-in for a second five-
year lerm in front of a raplurous crowd
veslerday as riol police sealed off an area
where the opposition planned a rival gath-
ering and teargassed people trying to reach
it. Kenyatta won a repeat presidential elec-
tion on Oct 26 that was bovcotted by
opposition leader Raila Odinga, who said it
would not be free and fair. The Supreme
Court nullified the first presidential election,
in August, over irregularities. The extended
election season has divided Kenya, a
Weslern ally in a volatile region, and blunt-
ed growth in East Africa’s richest economy.

Odinga’s supporters, many drawn from
poorer parts of the country, feel locked out
of power and the patronage it brings.
Political arguments often have ethnic
undercurrents, with Odinga’s supporters

pointing out that three of the country’s four
presidents have come from one ethnic
group, although the country has 44 recog-
nized groups. Bul such arguments seemed
far from the happy crowds at the celebra-
tion, who cheered wildly as Kenyalta was
sworn into office and as he received a 21-
gun salute. “I ... do swear ... that T will
always truly and diligently serve the people
of the Republic of Kenya,” Kenyatta said,
his hand resting on a Bible.

Belore he arrived, a mililary band in
gold and blue uniforms serenaded heads of
state from Somalia, Rwanda, Uganda,
South Sudan, Ethiopia, Djibouti, Zambia
and other nalions as they arrived at the
stadium where the ceremony took place.
More than 60,000 Kenyalta supporters,
many clad in the red and vellow Jubilee
party colors and carrying Kenyan flags,
filled the stadium benches. Thousands of
others waited outside. Some, chafing at the
restrictions, overwhelmed police and
streamed in. Officers were forced to fire
teargas to control them.

Burning tyres
Supporters of Kenyatta - who won with
98 percent of the vole after Odinga’s boy-
cott - was the opposition to engage in talks
and move on. “I'm sure Uhuru will be able
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NAIROBI: Supporters of the opposition run away from teargas yesterday during
demonstrations at Umoja suburb of capital Nairobi, after police denied permission
for main opposition leader to hold a rally concurrently with the inauguration of

Kenyan President. —AFP

Lo bring people together and unite them so
we can all work for the country,” said
Eunice Jerobon, a trader who travelled
overnight from the Rift Valley town of
Kapsabet for the inauguration, before the
disturbance. But Odinga supporters say

such talk of unily is tantamount to surren-
der. They accuse the ruling party of stealing
the election, rampant corruption, directing
abuse by the securily forces and neglecting
vast swathes of the country, including
Odinga’s heartland in the west. —Reuters
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Bali’s paradise turns to tourist
nightmare as volcano rumbles

Tourists and authorities feel the heat

DENPASAR: Cancelled flights, missed connections and
expiring visas have turned Bali into a nightmare for thou-
sands of tourists scrambling to leave, as a volcano on the
Indonesian vacation paradise threatens a major eruption.
Hundreds of flights have been grounded as the main inter-
national airport was shuttered for a second day yesterday,
leaving 120,000 stranded visitors in need of shelter-or an
exit plan. Hundreds joined the mad rush to board buses
headed to an international airport in Indonesia’s second-
biggest cily Surabaya - 13 hours’ drive and a ferry ride
away-as torrential rains dampened spirits even more in
one the world’s top
tourist draws.

The imminent eruption
of Mounl Agung may
mean more five-star hotel
living for some well-
heeled visitors who are
happy to sit out the minor
inconvenience, but
Mukesh Kumar Gupta and
two-dozen members of his
family aren’t going to be
staying at the Four
Scasons. “We are practi-
cally helpless-how can we
get back to India?” said the Chennai-based member of
the heaving 26-member clan. Gupla’s [amily - 23 adults
and three kids-arrived in Bali 10 days ago from different
Indian cities. They were all supposed to fly back Tuesday
but now they say they are stuck, and nearly broke, as
chaos ensued at the airport with frustrated travelers and
overwhelmed staff.

“The refund money (from the airline) won’t be enough
to buy us new tickets,” another family member, Navin
Saraf from Kolkata said at Bali’s main airport. “We booked

Australia police
foil New Year’s
Eve ‘terror plot’

MELBOURNE: An Islamic State sympathizer planned
to buy a gun and kill as many revelers as possible on
New Year’s Eve in Melbourne’s popular Federation
Square, police alleged yesterday after foiling the plot.
The 20-year-old, born in Australia to Somali parents,
was detained in a raid on a house in the Melbourne
suburb of Werribee on Monday. He is expected to be
charged over the coming days. Police claim he accessed
a guide book online produced by Al-Qaeda on how to
commil lerror acls and use fircarms, bul was arrested
before he could purchase an automatic rifle.

“What we will be alleging is that he was intending to
use a firearm to shoot and kill as many people as he
could in the Federation Square area on New Year’s
Eve,” said Victoria Police Deputy Commissioner Shane
Patton. “It is a tremendous concern to us that (during)
the festive season, when people are out enjoying them-
sclves, that there is a potential plot to commit a terrorist
act. That is a huge issue for us but that is why we put
the resources in.”

He said the arrest meant the threat “has been
removed”. Federation Square is in the heart of the city,
opposite busy Flinders Street train station and St Paul’s
Cathedral. It is one of the most popular places Lo see in
the New Year and would be packed on December
31.The foiled plot comes a vear after police prevented
another attack in the same arca on Christmas Day,
arresting several men who planned to use explosives,
knives and guns to target the location.

‘Quiet guy’

Patton said the man, who lived with his parents, had
been on their radar since the beginning of the year, part
of a small community of extremists that police have
been monitoring. His behavior had gradually escalated
over time, but police believe he was acting alone. “The
polential of the attack was catastrophic,” said Palton,
adding that the man was an “Islamic State sympathizer”.
Asked if he had been inspired by last year’s Christmas
Day plot, Patton said detectives were still investigating
how he became radicalized. “We will be exploring
where this person of interest got the idea from,” he said.

everything online beforehand, so we don’t have much cash
right now,” he added. Towering columns of thick grey
smoke have been rising from Agung since last week, and in
the last few days the volcano has begun shooling smoke
and ash into the sky, forcing all flights to be grounded until
at least Wednesday morning. Ash is dangerous for planes
as it makes runways slippery and can be sucked into their
engines.

‘Nobody’s fault’

Agung is 75 kilometers from the beach-and-sandal
tourist hub of Kuta, but
that  wasn’t making
German student Alex
Thamm feel much better.

“We are supposed to go

ThousandS back to Germany via
blo Singapore on (Friday) but
scéram lng the situation seems not

good,” he said nervously.
“Is it dangerous here? Do
you think [the volcano]
will explode?” The delays
weren't putting a smile on
Juan Gajun’s face cither,
after he missed a connect-
ing flight Monday. “We have to leave the island and we
can’t. We were planning to go to Singapore but we have to
stay here for I don’t know, maybe two or three days more,”
said the 30-year-old Argentine. Colin Cavy, a French dive
masler who has been in Indonesia for a couple of months,
had other problems. “I've just come to Bali two days ago
Lo leave the country,” he said.

“My visa has expired...I need to go to the immigration
office.” Meanwhile, cash-strapped Gupta and his bulging
brood were weighing their options, which he lamented

to leave Bali
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KARANGASEM: A general view shows Mount Agung erupting on Indonesia’s resort island of Bali yesterday.
Indonesian authorities extended the closure of the international airport on the resort island of Bali for a second

day over fears of a volcanic eruption. —AFP

would not include help from India’s consulate in Bali. “No
one can beat nature, but at least people can help,” said
Gupta’s relative Abhisek Garg, who lives in Delhi. They
might want to call inn operator I Wayan Yastina Joni, who
is among the few hoteliers willing to take up an appeal by
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= MELBOURNE: File photo shows members of the public attending a vigil in memory of victims
who were mown down by a man driving a car, at Federation Square. An Islamic State sympathiz-
er planned to buy a gun and kill as many revelers as possible on New Year’s Eve. —AFP

“Cerlainly, he becomes particularly energized when
he sees other activities in the terrorist arena occurring.”
The man worked part-time at a computer repair busi-
ness, with police raiding the facility. A person who
knows the suspect told the Melbourne Herald Sun: “He
is a very quiet guy. This is an absolute shock.” Justice
Minister Michael Keenan said the fact that the
Christmas/New Year period was being targeted again
“reminds us of the depravity of terrorists”.

“They seck Lo strike fear in the community when
Australians are enjoying time over the Christmas period
with their families and friends,” he said, adding that

there would be high-profile policing over the holiday
period. Australian officials have grown increasingly con-
cerned over the threat of extremist attacks, raising the
national terror alert level to “probable” in September
2014. Since then, 74 people have been arrested in 347
counter-terror investigations. Authorities say 14 attacks
have now been prevented in the past few years, includ-
ing an IS-directed attempt to bring down a plane using
poisonous gas or a crude bomb disguised as a meat
mincer. Despite this, several attacks have taken place,
including a cafe siege in Sydney in 2014 where two
hostages were killed—AFP

Chinese general
commils suicide

BEIJING: A prominent Chinese general
under investligation for corruption has
commilled suicide, stale media said yes-
terday, the latest development in a
sweeping anti-graft campaign that has
shaken the armed forces. Zhang Yang, a
former member of the powerful Central
Military Commission (CMC), was being
investligated over links to disgraced gen-
erals Guo Boxiong and Xu Caihou, the
official Xinhua news agency said.

The invesligalion into Zhang, 66, had
verified that he “gravely violated disci-
pline”, was “suspected of giving and tak-
ing bribes” and the origin of a huge
amount of assets was unclear, Xinhua said,
citing the commission. “On the afternoon
of Nov 23, Zhang Yang hanged himself at
home,” the agency said. A suicide by an
officer who held such a senior post is rare,
though experts have said the frequency of
officials from various levels of government
taking their own lives may have increased
as a result of the intensily of the corrup-
tion crackdown since President Xi Jinping
took power five years ago.

A commentary carried on both the

Defense Ministry and military’s official
websites said the CMC decided on Aug.
28 o investigale Zhang, who had “lost
his moral bottom line” and used suicide
as a means lo “escape punishment from
the parly and counlry”, an “extremely
abominable act”. “This former general of
high position and great power used this
shameful way to end his own life,” the
commentary said. “He would exhort loy-
alty but be corrupt behind others’ backs,
a lypical ‘two-faced person’,” it said.
Sources had told Reuters that Zhang,
who had served as director of the mili-
tary’s Political Work Department, had
been subject to an investigation, but the
government had not announced it.

Zhang’s downfall was foreshadowed in
September when he failed to make a list
of 303 military delegates to the ruling
Communist Party’s key five-yearly con-
gress, along with fellow CMC member
Fang Fenghui. Both men were replaced at
the congress, held last month, as part of
a sweeping military leadership reshuffle
in which Xi install trusted allies in key
positions. China’s military, the world’s
largest and undergoing an ambitious
modernization campaign, has been an
important focus of Xi’s deep-seated fight
against corruption.

Serving and retired officers have said
graft in the armed forces is so pervasive
it could undermine China’s ability to

BEIJING: File picture shows Zhang Yang (center), the director of the state’s
Central Military Commission’s political department, applauds China’s Premier
Li Kegiang’s speech during the opening session of the National People’s
Congress in Beijing. — AFP

wage war. Dozens of officers have been
investigated and jailed, including Xu and
Guo, both former vice chairmen of the
commission, which Xi heads. Xu once ran
the Political Work Department, which is
in charge of imbuing political thought

and makes military personnel decisions,
and along with Guo was accused of tak-
ing bribes in exchange for promotions.
Guo was jailed for life last year. Xu died
of cancer in 2015 before he could face
trial— Reuters

Bali’s governor and tourism agency to supply [ree rooms
to out-of-luck visitors.”I don’t mind giving free accommo-
dation for tourists I already know,” said the owner of the
Pondok Denayu Homestay. “This is nobody’s fault. IU’s a
natural disaster that no one expected.”—AFP

Taiwanese activist jailed

BEIJING: A Chinese court sentenced Taiwanese
democracy activist Lee Ming-cheh to five years in
prison yesterday on charges of attempting to subvert
state power, further souring cross-strait ties. Lee sat
nervously as the three-judge panel read the sentence at
the Yueyang intermediate people’s court in central
Hunan province, according to a video posted on the tri-
bunal’s social media account. Taiwan and human rights
groups immediately denounced the ruling as “unaccept-
able” and “politically motivated”. Lee-an NGO worker
who was arrested during a trip to the Chinese mainland
in March-is the first Taiwanese person to be convicted
in China on the political charge, according to Taiwan’s
Judicial Reform Foundation. A Chinese co-defendant
named Peng Yuhua was sentenced to seven vears in
prison. The court said both men stated that they would
not appeal their sentences. President Xi Jinping, who
consolidated power at a Communist Party congress last
month, has cracked down on dissent and tightened con-
trol on civil sociely since laking office in 2012.

L
Alleged Islamists killed

DHAKA: Three alleged Islamist extremists were killed
yesterday in a raid by Bangladesh police as security was
stepped up before Pope Francis’s landmark visit to the
Muslim-majority nation, officials said. Police said the
trio died in suspected suicide blasts after they opened
fire and threw bombs at anti-terror officers who cor-
doned off a house where they were hiding near the
Indian border. Rapid Action Balltalion police surrounded
the home following a tlip-off and urged those holed up
inside to surrender but they opened fire instead, the
force’s local commander Mahbubul Alam said.
“Moments later there were several loud explosions and
the house caught on fire. Later we found three mangled
bodies, one of them with a severed head,” he said. He
said the three were active members of Jamayetul
Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB) - a homegrown militant
group blamed for a string of deadly attacks on foreign-
ers, atheist bloggers, rights activists and religious
minorilies in recent years.

|
The ‘Rohingya island’

DHAKA: Bangladesh approved a controversial $280
million project to transform a desolate island off its
southern coast into a temporary camp for 100,000
Rohingya refugees yesterday, despite warnings the site
is uninhabitable. The announcement comes just days
alter Bangladesh signed an agreement lo repatriate to
Myanmar the Rohingya refugees languishing in over-
burdened camps along its border. A government eco-
nomic council chaired by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
gave the greenlight to the planned redevelopment of
Bhashan Char island, a project that has attracted fierce
criticism since being first proposed in 2015. Planning
Secrelary Ziaul Islam said it was hoped the island would
be ready from May to accommodate some of the more
than 620,000 Rohingya Muslims that have crossed the
border in the past three months. “Approximately one
lakh (100,000) people will be shifted there for the lime
being. We hope the project work will be completed by
2018,” he told AFP.

I
Shell ‘liable for violations’

LAGOS: Amnesty International yesterday called for Shell
to be prosecuted for allegedly helping Nigeria’s military
to commit human rights abuses in the oil-rich south in
the 1990s. The London-based global rights watchdog
said the oil giant should be tried in Nigeria, as well as
Britain and Netherlands where il has its head office.
Shell’s Nigerian subsidiary strongly denied the charges,
calling them “false and without merit”. Audrey Gaughran,
director of global issues and research at Amnesty, said it
was “indisputable that Shell played a key role” in events
in Ogoniland in the 1990s. “But we now believe that there
are grounds for a criminal investigation,” she added in a
statement after publishing a cache of documents relating
to the turbulent period.
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Calls to end Africa’s

‘horrific’ land deals
after firm’s fallout

Large-scale land deals by investors in Africa are com-
ing under greater scrutiny after an Indian firm demand-
ed compensation for the cancellation of ils lease by
Ethiopia, with analysts saying they are hurting local
communities and damaging ecosystems. Karuturi
Global, one of the largest investors in Ethiopia’s
commercial farming industry, said the cancellation of
its lease for 100,000 hectares in the western
Gambella region broke the terms of its agreement
with the government.

Ethiopian officials, who have earmarked some 11.5
million hectares of land for overseas firms lo invest in
agriculture, say Karuturi failed to make adequate
progress on the land allotted for growing and export-
ing sugarcane, rice and palm oil. Critics say neither side
addresses the more controversial issue of millions of
indigenous people and small farmers being forcefully
removed [rom their ancestral land with little consulta-
lion or compensation.

“These large-scale plantations and farms are dis-
placing people who have lived there for generations,
without creating jobs for the locals or enhancing food
security,” said Anuradha Mittal, executive director of
California-based advocacy group Oakland Institute,
which has studied these deals. “It is a horrific abuse of
rights,” she told the Thomson Reuters Foundation over
the phone. Across Africa, more than 117 large-scale
land deals lotalling about 22 million hectares, an area
the size of the US state of Utah, have been recorded in
the last 12 years, according to data from the United
Nations’ Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO).

Millions of small farmers and herders in Ethiopia
have been moved [rom the land offered Lo investors
and relocated under “villagisation” programs, often
with threats and assaults, according to rights groups,
including GRAIN and the Oakland Institute. The new
villages where they are resettled often lack basic
resources including adequate food, agricultural sup-
port, and health and education facilities, according to
aclivists.

Land is cheap

Ethiopian officials have denied people are being
displaced, or that villagization takes place where over-
seas investments are planned. The program provides
better infrastructure for rural populations, they say.
“We have never replaced farmers, we have never
replaced pastoralists in favor of mechanized farming,”
said Fitsum Arega, director of the Ethiopian Investment
Commission, a government body. “There is lots of
vacant land available that is not taken by any farmers.
We believe in encouraging private investors with the
capacity to develop large amounts of land,” he said.

Agribusinesses, investment funds and government
agencies piled into developing countries, particularly in
sub-Saharan Africa, when oil prices peaked in 2007-08,
leading to a surge in prices of food. Cheap land to grow
food crops and bio-fuels to enhance food and energy
security has become essential as populations expand.
There is plenty of land in Africa, with only 5 percent of
an estimated 550 million hectares of arable land in cen-
tral Africa being cultivated, according to the FAO.

Prices were lower than in other developing coun-
tries, the terms were [avorable, including no import
duties on machinery, and full repatriation of products
and profits. But most deals were cloaked in secrecy,
and jobs for locals were often only low-paying manual
work, activists say. Most deals also encompass fertile
lands which are inhabited, rather than marginal or
infertile land as promised by officials. “This is the land
where indigenous communities have farmed and grazed
their animals, and depended on for their livelihoods.
This is the land where their ancestors lie,” Mittal said.
There is “irrefutable evidence that the locals have been
forcibly evicted from their homes and lands. They have
been intimidated, beaten, and even arrested for
demanding their right to their land,” she said.

Local customs

Most of these deals have also failed to achieve the
objectives of enhancing food and energy supply and
stimulating development in the local communilies,
activists say. The FAO confirmed these observations in a
recent report, saying “there is little or no monitoring of
the land use in terms of sustainability and social
responsibility of the investors”. In Ethiopia, where all
land is state-owned, traditional tenure systems exist
alongside modern systems. Several regions, including
Gambella, where Karuturi had leased land, have no for-
mal tenure and boundaries are agreed by local customs.

In regions where villagization took place, none of
the inhabitants had legal titles, said a Human Rights
Watch report. The relocations may have “life-threaten-
ing consequences”, with shifting cultivators - who
move from one location to another - made to plant
crops in a single location, and pastoralists abandoning
their cattle-based livelihoods, it said. Karuturi told
Human Rights Watch it did not cause any displace-
ments for the project.

Karuturi’s 2010 lease for land in Gambella - a
remote region near the Sudan border - was cancelled
Dec 2015. The company only developed 1,200 hectares
of a total 100,000 hectares in two years, Arega of the
Ethiopian Investment Commission said. The company
was to get 200,000 hectares eventually. — Reuters
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Border risk awakens ghosts of Troubles

During the worst of the Troubles, this wedge of north
Belfast was “Murder Mile”, a neighborhood which crystal-
ized the Northern Ireland conflict pitting Catholic nation-
alists against Protestant loyalists. It is in the heart of the
scarred district that Irish Foreign Minister Simon Coveney
sils in a communily cenler, warning in measured lerms that
the fallout of Britain’s leaving the EU is not only about
trade and saving the economy.

Brexil is also about keeping the peace, a peace that
cannot yet be taken for granted two decades after the
Good Friday agreement erased the border between
British-ruled Northern Ireland and the Republic of
Ireland. “We have tried to not turn this into a unionist
versus nationalist issue,” Coveney lold a small group of
international journalists, referring to the factions that
ripped the island of Ireland apart for generations and led
to more than 3,500 deaths. But Northern Ireland “is not
the same as the rest of Britain, and anybody who pre-
tends it is, is misleading people,” he said.

It was nol supposed Lo be this way. After Britain voted
for Brexit in June 2016, all sides quickly agreed that the
reconciliation process was sacrosanct. Key to this was
the Irish border, which since the Good Friday accords is
largely invisible, identifiable only by a sublle change in
traffic signs and the transition between kilometers and
miles. But 18 months after the referendum, and just two
weeks before a EU summit that could determine the future
of Ireland’s relations with Britain, Dublin is quietly but
firmly putling on the lable Brexil’s implicil threal to the
peace process, through the risk of a return of a so-called
hard border. “Nobody should underestimate the strength
ol feeling in the Irish government on this border issue,”
Coveney said.

‘Inconceivable’
Coveney’s presence in Belfast was the final act of a 36-

hour media tour discreetly organized by Ireland’s foreign
ministry. Crisscrossing the frontier, the message of the trip
was thal reinstating any kind of border would bring
unfathomable discord to Europe’s western edge. “In my
family, we cross the border seven or eight times a day,”
said John Kelpie, chiel executive of the Derry and
Strabane District Council, a region in Northern Ireland
that hugs the border. “It is absolutely inconceivable that
they could continue with a physical impediment to going

Brexit is also
about keeping
the peace

back and forth.” Reconciliation has worked wonders in this
long underdeveloped nook of the Irish island, with multi-
nationals such as DuPont and the computer hard-drive
maker Seagate bringing benefits to both sides. But the
links are relatively new. One stop on the trip was the mod-
ern North West Cancer Cenlre, part of the main hospital in
Derry that treats patients on both sides of the border.
Opened in February, the £66 million ($88 million) facility
was paid [or by both governments, a rare joint iniliative,
even since the implementation of the peace deal.

The hospital serves Derry, or Londonderry as it is
known to UK loyalists, the city which was the scene of the

“Bloody Sunday” of 1972, when British soldiers shot and
killed 14 civilians during a civil rights protest. A majority
Catholic cily in Northern Ireland, Derry today has a
“Peace Ridge” crossing the Foyle river and embraces rec-
onciliation, as difficult as it may be. In the city’s Bogside
district, a stop is made al the Museum of Free Derry,
financed by Ireland, Britain and the EU, which recounts
Bloody Sunday in detail. Political murals, freshly repainted,
still adorn the neighborhood walls.

‘Green and orange’

Further south, Gabriel D’Arcy, a former Irish soldier who
once patrolled the flashpoint border, now goes to work in
Northern Ireland as chief executive of the cross-border
dairy giant LacPatrick. “In 1973, Ireland and the UK both
joined the EU and the customs posts disappeared, but
unfortunately they were replaced by military posts,”
D’Arcy said. “A lot of roads were closed, a lot of bridges
blown up and of course, both north and south of the border,
there was no economy other than an illegal economy.”

But during the visit, flags from the Ulster Volunteer
Force, a loyalist militia, could be seen flying from the
lamp posts opposite the plant. “Word gets out when we
have a visil from delegations like vourselves,” D’Arcy

said. At a dinner in Derry, Denis Bradley, a former priest,
brashly said out loud what others had only hinted at.
Bradley once held a sensitive role in the peace process,
helping oversee reform of Northern Ireland policing.

“Everything that happens in Ireland is Green and
Orange,” said Bradley, referring Lo the traditional colors
of the nationalists and unionists. No one at the table
slowed down Bradley, a guest of Ireland’s foreign min-
istry, as he conveyed his message. “There is never, ever,
going to be a border in Ireland again, it is not up for
negotiation,” he said. “You can put a border wherever
you want, but it’s not going here.” —AFP

Women get
chance to
‘one-up’ men
in US units

The young Army infantry recruits lined up
in full combal gear, guns at the ready. Al
the signal, a soldier in front kicked in the
door and they burst into the room, swivel-
ing to check around the walls for threats.
“You're dead!” one would-be enemy yelled
out from a dark corner, the voice slightly
higher than the others echoing through the
building. It was 18-vear-old Kirsten, train-
ing Lo become one of the Army’s first
women serving as infantry soldiers. “I want
to be one of the females to prove to every-
body else that just because you're a
female, doesn’t mean yvou can’t do the same
things as a male,” she said, describing her
brother - an infantry soldier - as motiva-
tion. “I also wanted to one-up him.”

Kirsten is among more than 80 women
who have gone to recruit training at Fort
Benning, Georgia, since a ban on them
serving in combat jobs was lifted. Twenty-
two have graduated. More than 30 were
still in training late last month, working
toward graduation. The recruits’ last names
are being withheld by AP because some
women have faced bullying on social media.

Somewhat smaller in stature than some
of her male comrades, Kirsten gave up a
Division I soccer scholarship to become an
infantry soldicr. In body armor, helmet and
rucksack, she looks like just any other
grunt. A bunkmate, Gabriella, says the
women push each other. “Today during our
ruck march we were, like, directly across
from each other and I would constantly
look over at her,” Gabriclla said of Kirsten.
“We kinda just kept looking at each other
and we're, like, all right, we're both doing it,
we're passing these guys and stuff. We

definitely have goals to be better than the
guys.” The Army’s introduction of women
into the infantry has moved steadily but cau-
tiously this year. As home to the previously
all-male infantry and armor schools, Fort
Benning had to make $35 million in renova-
tions, including female dorm rooms, security
cameras, and monitoring stations. Laundry
was an carly challenge. For years, the men
washed clothes any time at night. Now, there
are alarms and schedules. A “female” sign
goes on the door when needed.

The women also balked at the early plan
to put their living quarters on a separate
floor [rom their squadmates. So base lead-
ers now use one of four main sleeping bays
to house the women. Cameras keep con-
stant walch on the bay door and the stairs,
and there’s always a woman at the monitor-
ing station. “There’s nothing they dislike
more than to be separated,” said Col Kelly
Kendrick, the brigade commander. He said
the women just want Lo “fit in and do the
same as everybody else”.

Challenges

This is the third class of recruits at
Benning to include women. When they’re
not sleeping or washing clothes, they're
completely integrated into their units. As
sun peeked over the horizon on an October
morning, dozens of infantry recruits spread
across the Fort Benning field going through
their morning PT drills. In the dark mist, it
was difficult to tell one from another as they
powered through situps and pushups. On
that day, only two of five battalions training
were integrated. There still aren’t enough
women to spread across all the units.

The shortcoming has created chal-
lenges. In the last class, only four women
graduated, so filling rotations for guard
duty all night was a problem. There weren't
enough women lo cover every hour, so
others had to fill in. As women drop out,
those remaining are moved Lo new compa-
nies Lo maintain balance within units, said
Lt Col Sam Edwards, commander of Ist
Battalion, 19th Infantry regiment. More
than 36 percent of Benning’s women have
left - aboul twice the rale ol men. Injuries

In this Oct 4, 2017 photo, a female US Army recruit practices building clearing
tactics with male recruits at Ft Benning, Georgia. —AP

have sidelined other women who plan to
restart the training.

Army leaders are closely watching the
integration to track injury and performance
trends and ensure there are no problems.
“It was a boys club for a long time,”
Kendrick said. “You have to be profession-
al.” Recruits seem unfazed. “They don’t
know any different. They don’t notice
they’re integrated,” Edwards said. Most
just left high school, where boyvs and girls
mingled all the time. “That’s the way it’s
always been.”

Injuries

Commanders are adjusting to new con-
centrations of injuries among the women.
While male recruits often get ankle sprains
and dislocated shoulders, women are
prone to stress fractures in their hips. In
the lalest class, six ol the seven injured
women in Charlic Company had hip stress
fractures. Half of the women, Kendrick said,
weigh less than 54 kg, but all the recruits
carry the same 31 kg of gear. As a result,

female recruits need different advice, tai-
lored injury prevention training, and iron
and calcium supplements.

Across the base, Charlie Company is in
a mock village, training for combal in urban
environments, just hours after finishing a
19-km march. They kick through doors,
scout for enemies and listen as drill ser-
geants bark out criticism and corrections.
Those sergeants say all the recruits ask the
same questions. “They want to know how
to run faster,” said Staff Sgt. Raven
Barbieri. “They ask, ‘How do I pack my
ruck better?””

She said some women ask how to put
their hair up properly. But more often, they
seek tips for getting through long marches.
Sitting on the bleachers for a quick lunch,
Kirsten said her brother showed her how to
pack the ruck so it doesn't overly stress her
hips or shoulders. He told her: “Always bring
extra socks and always bring baby wipes
because you're not going to be able Lo
shower.”  Corbin, 19, shrugged off ques-
tions about women in his company. —AP
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This photo taken on Monday shows a 145-m-high spokeless Ferris wheel in Weifang in Chinais eastern Shandong province. The Ferris wheel is made up of 36 pods that can canry

10 passengers each. — AFP

Celebrity elephant
kills Thai owner

BANGKOK: An elephant that has starred in feature films
and commercials crushed its owner to death in Thailand,
zoo officials said yesterday, sparking fresh debate over
the kingdom’s animal tourism industry. The accident took
place Monday morning in the northern city of Chiang
Mai, just after owner Somsak Riengngen unchained the
five-ton elephant Ekasit. With a mahout, or handler, on his
back, Ekasit took a few steps before reversing course and
attacking 54-year-old Somsak, who was on the ground.
“The elephant suddenly turned back and used his

Ivanka, feted in
India, calls...

Continued from Page 1

Female participation in India’s workforce has declined
since 2007, particularly in rural areas. Women remain in
education for longer, but even college-educated women
are staying out of the workplace - just 34 percent of those
with a degree are working, the World Bank reported in
May. It said India’s female labor force participation rate
was “uniquely low” for all levels of education. Trump,
without directly referring to India, lamented inequitable
laws and cultural pressures that in some countries prevent
women from working or travelling [reely. The 36-year-old
White House adviser is in India promoting women’s
empowerment in business and underscoring the growing
friendship between the United States and the South Asian
powerhouse. “Indian women continue o lead in different
walks of life,” Modi told the gathering. “We have provided
for not less than one third of women representation in
rural and urban local bodies, ensuring women’s participa-
tion in grassroots-level decision-making,” he added.
“More than 60 percent of workers in our agriculture and
allied sectors are women.”

‘Trump arrived to much fanfare and a red carpet wel-
come yeslerday in the city of some six million people,

trunk to grab the victim. Then the elephant used his trunk
to crush him,” Wuthichai Muangman, acting director of
Chiang Mai Zoo, told AFP. Wuthichai, who described
Somsak as an “clephant expert,” said the 32-year-old ani-
mal was in musth - a state of high aggression accompa-
nied by a hormonal surge - when the accident happened.

Ekasit, who according to a zoo official appeared in
Thai and foreign films as well as several television adver-
tisements, was being temporarily housed at the zoo under
a contract due to expire in April. The elephant is best
known for appearing in the Thai martial arts film series
“Ong Bak”. Thailand is notorious for its elephant tourism
trade that sees the animals performing in circuses, giving
rides, or hired out for other forms of entertainment.

A July report by World Animal Protection found that

which is home to the Indian operations of Google,
Facebook and Amazon. Concrete highways were splashed
with rainbow paint and giant billboards with the beaming
Trump’s image were erected across the southern city.
Colorful murals and festive lights adorned the streets lead-
ing up to the sprawling venue where more than 1,500 del-
egales from 150 countries have gathered for the three-
day event. Police cleared hundreds of beggars off
Hyderabad’s streets ahead of her visit and spruced up a
16th century mosque that she is likely to visit today.

Bul nol everyone has welcomed the fuss around the
Trump scion ahead of the summit, which has been pro-
moted as an opportunity to champion female business
leaders and entreprencurs. “I want to know what criteria
was used to select her as our leader. What special contri-
bution has she made?” Sangeela Agarawal, founder and
CEO of a US-based startup, told AFP. “It’s being called an
Ivanka Trump’s event. She has totally overshadowed the
cause. IU's become only aboul her. By hogging all the lime-
light she is putting deserving women last.”

But others saw Trump’s visit as a source of immense
pride. “She is a global figure and we are quile excited
about the visit. | hope she gets to sce the city landmarks
and enjoy local food,” said 22-year-old Rubina Bhatt, who
volunteered to help at the summit. The visit has been
clouded by US media reports questioning Trump’s cloth-
ing line and its supply chain as well as a snub by Rex
Tillerson, the US secretary of state, who has reportedly
refused to send senior staff with Trump to India. — AFP

twice as many elephants are pushed into Thailand’s
tourism industry as the rest of Asia combined, with most
kept in “severely inadequate conditions”. Out of 2,923
elephants documented as working in Asia’s tourism trade,
2,198 were in Thailand. Wuthichai said Chiang Mai Zoo
does not hold elephant shows but allows tourists to feed
the animals.

Animal rights campaign group PETA said while the
keeper’s death was a tragedy, it illustrated the potential-
ly violent consequences of keeping elephants confined.
“Is it any wonder that some of these gentle animals
evenlually become fed up and fight back after being
chained while confined to small enclosures that are a
fraction of the size of their natural habitats?” it said in a
statement. — AFP

Saudi ‘Matchstick’
TV host takes over...

Continued from Page 1

shows - will continue to air after Shirian’s departure. To
get a full measure of its success it is crucial to understand
where it is broadcast. Saudi Arabia this year dropped
three places Lo 168th out of 180 countries in an index
ranking freedom of the media, prepared annually by
Reporters Without Borders.

A recent government crackdown on the elite, ostensibly
to fight corruption, ignited new concerns that it could fur-
ther tighten control. The detained included media moguls
such as the owner of MBC Waleed Al-Ibrahim. But the tol-
erance for public criticism of officialdom appears to have
expanded after the so-called Arab Spring - which saw
pent-up public anger spilling onto the street across the
Middle East.

“A show like that (Al Thamina) is definitely tolerated by
Saudi authorities,” Najal Al-Saied, author of “Screens of
Influence: Arab Satellite Television and Social
Development”, told AFP. “In fact, the authorities are
increasing the scope of freedom in this show... lo release
the valve for public frustration.”

In an interview with AFP ahead of his appointment,
Shirian said Saudi Arabia offers “more freedom than you

Wednesday, November 29, 2017
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Uncowed Qatar to
meet milk needs in

2018 amid crisis

DOHA: Qatar will be self-sufficient in milk by next July,
thanks to boycott-busting cows flown in to boost sup-
plies after neighboring Gulf states severed links with
Doha, a firm said yesterday. Nearly six months after the
eruption of a bitter political crisis which has rocked the
region, the man in charge of the soon-to-be 14,000
animals, said Qatar would be able to meel all its own
milk needs by the middle of next year. “We should be
self-sufficient by June/July,” John Dore, chief executive
officer of Baladna Livestock Production, told AFP. The
Irishman said: “Our aim is quite basically to be part of
the national effort, to put our finger up to the Saudis.
We don't need you, we can do it ourselves.”

He said the total cost of flying in the cows from
Germany and the United States, building milking par-
lors at the site 80 km north of Doha, and production
was three billion Qatari rivals ($825 million). Qatar was
pushed center-stage into the region’s worst political
crisis for years when on June 5 neighbors Saudi Arabia,
the UAE and Bahrain as well as Egypt cut ties with the
gas-rich emirate. The countries accuse Qatar of sup-
porting terrorism and fostering ties with Saudi Arabia’s
great regional rival, Shiite-dominated Iran, allegations
that Doha denies.

One immediate impact of the crisis was the need for
Qatar to find alternative food supplies as all exports of
food from those countries in conflict with the emirate
halted. And its only land border - with Saudi Arabia -
was closed. Before the crisis, Qatar largely relied on
dairy imports from Saudi Arabia, especially milk. Qatar,
with a population of 2.7 million, hurriedly turned to
other countries for food supplies, including Turkey, Iran
and Morocco.

Within weeks of the crisis starting, Doha announced
it was flying in cows from around the world, and
announced plans to build a major food processing and
storage facility at the newly opened Hamad Port. The
first 165 cows were flown in on July 11. “At the moment,
we have roughly 3,400 cows... the rest coming in over
the next 10 days, that will bring it up to 4,000,” Dore
said. By next February, he added, there will be 14,000
Holstein cows able to produce nearly 400 tonnes of
milk per day, enough to meet Qatar’s needs. Dore, 57,
said the cows would also make the 2022 football World
Cup host self-sufficient in beef. And he added the
counlry was now looking at extending self-sufficiency
to other livestock, including poultry. — AFP

think” to push boundaries. “Yes, there are red lines such as
religion and national interest issues,” said Shirian, one of
only a few Saudi journalists to interview powerful Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman. “For all other matters I am
color blind.”

Shirian’s new job as SBC chiel could be al odds with his
image of bashing officials on live television. “In the Middle
East, talk show hosts say ‘your highness this, your excel-
lency that.” I go on a first name or last name basis,” he said.
“We are the voice of the people.” A portrait of Oprah
Winfrey hangs in a wailing room beside his studio - the
American talk show queen who was clearly not the inspi-
ration for his show. One official waited in nervous anticipa-
tion, doodling his thoughts on a paper napkin.

In an otherwise sober media scene, Shirian was enter-
taining even when he treated officials as a punching bag,
often taking questions and cues from live callers on the
program. “I feel a sense of relief watching him,” a Saudi
businessman said in a Riyadh cafe, with Al Thamina play-
ing on a hanging television. “He’s like a painkiller.”

Shirian also did not shy away from offending hardline
clerics. “You are the reason our sons are jihadists, they are
in Afghanistan,” he said in one episode, blasting two cler-
ics with millions of social media followers. “You talk about
going to heaven if you die in jihad. Make your sons go to
heaven. Leave us alone!” Many officials refused to appear
on the program and some demanded to know his questions
in advance. An empty chair was often planted on the show
to symbolize an absentee official unwilling to answer
impromptu questions. “For people I may be a painkiller,”
Shirian said. “For officials, I am painful.” — AFP
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Event Coordinator - Junior Accountant - Data Modeler - Accounting Assistant (Bilingual)
IdeasOwners - ASCEND Retail - Kuwait Finance House - Defense Conseil International (DCI)
Kuwait - Kuwait - Kuwait - Group - Kuwait
You will be responsible for working in You will be responsible for general You will be responsible for creating and You will be responsible for recording invoices in
coordination with clients and marketing - accounting including preparing journal " managing conceptual, logical and physical ~ : our Accountant Software, payment imputations,
personnel, the objective is to establish a - entries, maintaining balance sheet schedules : data models for application data models - dlassifying and achieving all accountant
comfortable and inviting multi-cultural concert - and ledgers and account and bank - including data warehouse, enterprise data . documents, participate in analyzing third-party
environment that attracts and retains all parties reconciliations, assisting with monthly model using CA-Erwin modelling tool as per providers account, following-up with customers,
etc. - dosings and account analysis and supporting - organization standards and best practices etc. - adhering to all company policies, procedures and
the senior accountant in carrying out the : - business ethics codes.
responsibilities of the accounting : :
. department etc. : :
Apply Now JB3746546 | Apply Now JB3746539 | Apply Now JB3746550 | Apply Now JB3746650
Accountant Sales Manager - Sales . Marketing Manager
Dhaman - Health Assurance Abu Dhabi Supplies & Commercial : Sophistique - Quest Search & Selection
Hospitals Company - Kuwait Services - Kuwait - Kuwait - Kuwait
You will be responsible forimplementing all ~ You will be responsible for maintaining and - You will be responsible for listening to their ~ © You will be responsible for conducting market
accounting activities for primary healthcare developing existing and new customers, while needs and helping communicate options for research to determine market requirements for
centre, maintaining the General Ledger optimizing quality of service, business growth - them, speaking to customers about a product's existing and future products; overall Brand
accounts, posting all financial transactions into ‘and customer satisfaction, to achieve segment - different features, and answering any questions Management of the company through PR, Media,
the accounting system as well as preparing growth; developing a thorough knowledge of  : they might have, needing to be flexibleand : launches and promotions and online initiatives
accurate and timely financial reports / ASCS/GSCS services; developing and - able to work in a team etc. . etc.
statements in line with Accounting Policies & Eimplementing effective sales and marketing :
Guidelines and International Accounting strategies that maximize all sales opportunities
Standards. etc. : :
Apply Now 83744222 | Apply Now 183746187 IR Apply Now JB3746249 IR Apply Now JB3746315
E-Learning Business Developer - : Senior System Analyst . Technical Sales Manager - Logistics Officer
Saudi Nationals Only - Sahabah Technologies LLC - Eram Mena FZCO - Fosroc
Dolft Tech - KSA ~ KSA ~ KSA - KSA
You will be responsible for selling company's ~ ©  You will be responsible for liaising extensively  © You will be responsible for coordinating - You will be responsible for coordinating raw
products and professional servicestoitsnew - with external or internal clients; analyzing - technical sales, and installations, activities - material imports and local receiving with
and existing customers, - clients' existing systems and business models; - and operations to secure efficiency and - emphasis on increasing customer value,
as well as maintain positive on-going - mapping and documenting interfaces - compliance to company policies, managing - continuous improvement through logjistics
relationships to meet evolving customer needs : between legacy and new systems; - POC, client expectations, software updates  : improvement initiatives, developing and
in the region etc. - understanding software development . and upgrades, managing technical assets . strengthening relationship with clearing agents,
- lifecycle etc. - and software assets, supporting customers - port authorities and governmental institutions
: - and vendor. - etc.
Apply Now 83745829 | Apply Now JB3746076 : Apply Now JB3746159 | Apply Now JB3746502
Senior Sales Consultant - Operations Manager - QSR / -Business Manager - Junior Auditor
Mansa Partners - Casual Dinning - Dawaam ‘Harmony Connections - Pioneer Vision Group
UAE - UAE ‘UAE - UAE
You will be responsible for handling Consulting = You will be responsible for all aspects of “You will be responsible for driving brand strategy: Yo Will be responsible for planning audits,
and Research Services Sales and Client - day-to-day running of at least 5 restaurants -to meeting agreed business growth plans, . reviewing internal controls, conducting audit
Relationship in Middle East & Africa markets - including sales, customer service, quality -delivering category sales, gross margin and . tests and preparing financial reports. Junior
expansions, targeting new Business Development control, operations, staff development, ‘turnover performance to plan, working with the - @uditors may also put together status reports and
in new & existing markets, building relationship to - training, provide effective line-management  :Finance team to monitor overall inventory levels - internal communications, document audited
up sell & cross sell, pipeline management & . and human resources etc. ‘to plan and forecast, identifying and evaluating : issues, write audit reports and follow up some of
constant interaction with business headsetc. sales and gross margin opportunities at the the outstanding audit issues and audit tasks etc.
_ -department level. _
Apply Now JB3746705 |8 Apply Now JB3746779 | Apply Now JB3746798 | Apply Now JB3745252
Civil Engineer -Senior Sales Consultant ‘Human Resources - Teaching Specialist
Aguas de Valencia WLL -Mansa Partners -Optimum Fitness - Weill Cornell Medicine-Qatar
Qatar ‘Qatar ‘Qatar - Qatar
You are responsible for technical reports, fYou are responsible for handling Consulting and fYou are responsible for conducting client risk You are responsible for attending lectures and
documentations and economical- technical ‘Research Services Sales and Client Relationship in :assessments and suitably adjust classes to meet : small group sessions in the Physiology, Pathology
studies. Public presentation of reports, -Middle East & Africa markets expansions, “requirements, completing all membership - and Pharmacology components of the curriculum,
planning of works, quality documentation, -targeting new Business Developmentin new &  -paperwork and daily reportsin an accurateand - facilitating small group sessions as required,
health and safety, checking of projects, -existing markets, building relationship to up sell & -timely manner, educating members on safe - remaining current with course content and
drawings, cost, memory and measurements, - cross sell etc. ‘practice, instructing and adapting classes to the - learning new content as the curriculum evolves etc.
designing of water installations such as pipes, -ability level of the clients participating etc.

pumping stations and water plants. You should
have experience in approvals of QCDD etc.
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Wiggins could make Olympic eight,
says gold medallist Mark Hunter

“The rowing machine is just like a watt bike *

LONDON: Former Tour de France champion Bradley
Wiggins could fulfil his aim of becoming an Olympic
rower after swapping a bike for a boal, according to
Beijing gold medallist Mark Hunter. Wiggins, Brilain’s
first Tour de France winner in 2012 who also won five
Olympic cycling golds, has taken up rowing alter
announcing his retirement last year.

The 37-year-old is in training for the Brilish Indoor
Rowing Championships on Dec. 9 at the London
Olympic velodrome where he will test himself against
the country’s best oarsmen. With double Olympic gold
medallist James Cracknell
coaching him, Hunter would
not be surprised if Wiggins
makes the transition from ‘ ‘
rowing machine Lo the water.

“I think it’s great for the
sport because he is a phe-
nomenal athlete and it’s
exciling Lo see what he can
do,” Hunter told Reuters at
a Sports Analytics
Conference hosted by
KPMG in London. “The
rowing machine is just like a
wall bike and he has a big engine and he is super fit
so I think he will get some good results and go below
six minutes for 2,000 metres.” “On the water? That’s a
dilferent challenge being able to lake thal strength
and power and the engine he has and put that on a
boal. IU’s a dilferent skill sel. “There are moving parts
as a rower. You have to work with other people and
train day in and day oul in a system. Thal’s maybe a
culture that he hasn’t been in. “I've seen others try and
fail. But hats off to Bradley. He wouldn’t be doing this

Formula One’s
owners have plenty
of work to do

ABU DHABI: The Formula One season ended at the
weekend with even some drivers slifling a yawn but
the sport’s new owners remained upbeat about their
investment and future prospects. “I feel good about
where we're at,” chairman Chase Carey told
reporters at the Abu Dhabi circuit ahead of
Sunday’s dull finale.

“I think we've made headway this year. IUs early
days so we're not declaring victory. But I feel good
aboul the momentum we've gol.” There may be
storm clouds brewing and battles to be fought but
the flamboyantly moustachioed boss, who replaced
former supremo Bernie Ecclestone in January when
Liberty Media completed their takeover, sounded
optimistic. A new logo presented on Sunday heralds
an extensive re-branding of the global series, with a
big push into digital platforms, and there is plenty
more to come even if details remain scarce. Work on
the more complex issues, such as implementing a
cosl-cap, rebalancing revenues distributed to teams
and a rules blueprint for the future, is just getting
started. “The initialives thal we have underway-
whether il’s cosl, revenues, engines-the realily is
that there is broad-based support for the broad
direction of where we're going,” said Carey.

“As you get into the specifics there are always
going Lo be differences, thal’s just the reality of life.
What we need to do is find the right compromises.
“Nobody gets everything they want but every-
body’s belter off than they were before.

“So I think our goal would be to try and find
those compromises and I think we honestly believe
we're going to get a compromise.” The American
and his team-including ex-Mercedes leam boss
Ross Brawn and former ESPN executive Sean
Bratches-have plenty to keep them busy.

Making the racing more exciting and competitive
is a priority, with the season fizzling out in the later
stages after Ferrari’s Sebastian Veltel and eventual
champion Lewis Hamilton had looked like battling
down to the wire earlier in the year.

Sunday’s race under the Abu Dhabi floodlights
was so processional that Red Bull's Max
Verstappen, one of the most exciting drivers on the
grid, did not attempt to hide his boredom. “If I had a
pillow in the car I could have fallen asleep,”
declared the 20-year-old.

Crealing a more level playing field and fairer rev-
enue distribution to teams after current commercial
agreements expire in 2020 is high on the list but
Liberty can expect stiff resistance with several
compeling interests at play.

Ferrari, the sport’s oldest and most successful
team, have already warned they could quit if they
do not like what the future holds. “You've got a long
list of parties so this is a game of three-dimensional
chess in finding the right balance,” said Carey.
“What you try to find is compromises that really are
al the end of the day in the best interests of the
sport and ultimately the fans.” Liberly has ramped
up investment in the sport, spending on infrastruc-
ture and putting a marketing, research and digital
operation in place.

That has led to a drop in earnings which has hit
revenue payouts to the 10 teams with payments, at
$273 million in the third quarter, 14 percent lower
than the same period last year. That has raised con-
cerns bul Carey said it was all parl of growing a
business. “Realistically, to grow things, usually
there’s no free lunches,” he said. — Reuters

I think it’s
great for
the sport

unless he believed he could do it.”

BEST CHANCE

Hunter believes the eight-man boal offers Wiggins
the best chance of a shot at the 2020 Olympics.

“I think he would be more suited in the sweep side
of the sport, the rowing side not the sculling,” said
Hunter, who won the lightweight double sculls in
Beijing. “Sweep is a lot easier to learn than sculling
which is more technical. IUs easier learning Lo use one
blade than two. “And the eight is a big boat that can be

balanced for you and there
are people who can help
you. It would be great to see
him race at the Henley
Regalla and try Lo win thal
and work up.”
Hunter has no doubt
Wiggins is serious. “Why
would he put himself
through it?” he said. “I think
he’s looking for a new chal-
lenge. We've seen others go
the other way [rom Lhe
boast to the bike like
Rebecca Romero. But going [rom cycling to rowing.
This has never been done belore.”

Hunter also thinks the relative weakness of the cur-
rent British squad offers a chance for Wiggins. “IU’s the
perfect window for Bradley because the team is not
strong al the moment. Lots of people relired, there are
more seals, it's a development phase.”

And in Cracknell, Hunter believes Wiggins has the
right mentor. “I think it’s great. I know James Cracknell
is giving him some coaching and James is crazy as well

10C bans five
Russians, says
Rodchenkov credible

BERLIN: Five more Russian competitors [rom the 2014
Sochi Olympics were banned for life over anti-doping
rule violations on Monday with the International
Olympic Committee saying Russia’s former anti-doping
chief-turned-whistleblower was telling the truth.

The banned athletes include Dmitrii Trunenkov and
Aleksei Negodailo, both in the gold-medal winning
four-man bobsleigh team, plus biathlon relay silver
medallists Yana Romanova and Olga Vilukhina, who
also won silver in the 7.5 km event.

The latest bans bring the lolal number of Russian
athletes suspended from the Games for life to 19 this
month, with the I0C annulling results following wide-
spread doping and tampering with samples of Russian
athletes during the Sochi Games.

The 10C also published its reasoning behind the life-
tlime ban of the first Russian o be sanclioned as part of
its investigation, cross country gold medallist Alexander
Legkov. The 10C said it was proven that Legkov was
part of a scheme to tamper with the samples of
Russians at Sochi.

The Olympic body is re-testing all Russian athletes’
samples from those Games following revelations by
Grigory Rodchenkov, the former head of Moscow’s dis-
credited anti-doping laboratory, of a scheme lo cover
up home competitors’ positive samples.

The 10C launched two investigalions following
Rodchenkov’s claims with one focusing on the Sochi
Games re-lests and the other looking at allegations of
systematic state-backed doping.

The I0C on Monday said that in Legkov’s case, evi-

Ravens dig into
their bag of tricks
to topple Texans

LOS ANGELES: Baltimore scored a touchdown follow-
ing a fake punt and Alex Collins rushed for another as
the Ravens defeated the Houston Texas 23-16 on
Monday night. The Ravens improved to 6-5 on the
season and have back-to-back wins for the first time
since the opening two weeks of the season. Baltimore’s
Joe Flacco completed 20 of 31 passes for 131 yards and
had a key 25-yard run on the game’s final possession.
Ravens linebacker Terrell Suggs came up with a clutch
sack of Texans quarterback Tom Savage late in the
fourth quarter that resulted in a fumble being recovered
by Baltimore delensive tackle Willie Henry. The Ravens
had three takeaways, giving them an NFL-leading 26
on the season. Savage, filling in for the injured Deshaun
Watson, was 22 of 37 for 252 yards with two intercep-
tions. Running back Javorius Allen scored the louch-
down off the fake punt. Baltimore surprised the Texans
when Sam Koch threw a 22-yard pass to Chris Moore
on the fake punt early in the second quarter. Two plays
later, Allen tied the game on a 10-yard run.

Houston pulled to within 20-16 on a 37-yard field
goal by Ka’imi Fairbairn with 8:36 remaining in the
game. The Texans were driving again on their next
possession, but Suggs sacked Savage, causing the ball
to come loose. That led to a 49-yard field goal by Justin
Tucker that gave Baltimore the lead 23-16. Ravens
safely Anthony Levine sealed the win with the first
interception of his career with just over two minutes
left. Baltimore had to overcome a huge performance by
Texans receiver DeAndre Hopkins, who caught seven
passes for 125 yards. — AFP

{

|
_ 1| Bradley Wiggins

so il will be interesting. He’s an endurance beast,”
Hunter said.
“I think he and Bradley are probably of a similar

mindsel. You might not want them in a boat together
bul James is the ideal guy to give Bradley some
insight.” — Reuters

SOCHI: File photo shows Gold Medallist, Russia-1 four-man bobsleigh, pilot Alexander Zubkov, Alexey
Negodaylo, Dmitry Trunenkov and Alexey Voevoda competing in the Bobsleigh Four-man Heat 4. Two more
Russian bobsleighers from Sochi Winter Olympics, Trunenkov and Negodaylo, have been stripped of their

medals. — AFP

dence provided by Rodchenkov, now living in the
United States, was used and deemed credible.

“The (10C) Disciplinary Commission has come to
the conclusion that, whatever his motivation may be
and whichever wrongdoing he may have committed in
the past, Dr Rodchenkov was telling the truth when he
provided explanations of the cover-up scheme that he
managed,” it said in its decision.

“The Disciplinary Commission would have pre-
ferred... to be able to hear Dr Rodchenkov in person.
However, this does not alter its conviction that Dr
Rodchenkov is a truthful witness and that his state-

=

-

» ' BALTIMORE: Running Back Javorius Allen #37 of the
Baltimore Ravens carries the ball as he is tackled by
cornerback Kevin Johnson #30 of the Houston Texans
in the fourth quarter at M&T Bank Stadium. — AFP

menlts reflect the realily and can be used as valid
evidence.”

The Sochi scandal, triggered by revelations made by
Rodchenkov, is part of a broader doping affair that has
led to the suspension of Russia’s anti-doping agency
RUSADA, its athletics federation and Paralympic
Committee.

The 10C has said it will decide during its executive
board meeting next month on the participation of
Russian competitors at the Pyeongchang Winter
Olympics in South Korea in February.— Reuters

NFL result/standings

Baltimore 23, Houston 16.

American Football Conference

AFC East
w L T OTL PF PA PCT
New England 9 2 0 0 325 220 818
Buffalo 6 5 0 0 224 260 545
NY Jets 4 7 0 0 228 257 .364
Miami 4 7 0 0 174 289 .364
AFC North
Pittsburgh 9 2 0 1 258 193 818
Baltimore 6 5 0 1 236 187 545
Cincinnali 5} 6 0 1 199 215 455
Cleveland 0 1 0 1 166 289 0
AFC South
Tennessee 7 4 0 0 242 269 .636
Jacksonville 7 4 0 1 269 168 .636
Houston 4 7 0 0 283 285 .364
Indianapolis 3 8§ 0 I 195 300 273
AFC West
Kansas City 6 5 0 1 272 236 545
LA Chargers 5 6 O 1 249 202 455
Oakland 5} 6 0 0 225 261 455
Denver 3 8 O 0 197 280 .273
National Football Conference
NFC East
Philadelphia 10 1 0 0 351 191 .909
Dallas 5 6 0 0 248 270 455
Washington 5} 6 0 1 258 276 455
NY Giants 2 9 0 0 172 267 182
NFC North
Minnesota 9 2 0 0 271 195 818
Detroit 6 5 0 0 294 264 545
Green Bay 5 6 0 0 232 261 455
Chicago 3 8§ 0 0 177 252 273
NFC South
New Orleans 8 3 0 0 322 222 727
Carolina 8 30 0 248 207 .727
Atlanta 7 4 0 0 265 230 .636
Tampa Bay 4 7 0 0 223 262 .364
NFC West
LA Rams 8 30 0 329 206 .727
Sealtle 7 4 0 0 266 212 .636
Arizona 5 6 0 0 203 278 455
San Francisco 1 10 0 2 187 284 .091
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Luongo earns his 200th victory
as Panthers defeat Devils 3-2

Montreal ends Columbus’ six-game winning streak

NHL results/standings

Chicago 7, Anaheim 3; Winnipeg 7, Minnesota 2; Montreal 3,
Columbus 1; Florida 3, New Jersey 2; Pittsburgh 5, Philadelphia 4
(OT).

Western Conference

Central Division
W L OTL GF GA PTS
St. Louis 17 6 1 84 63 35
Winnipeg 15 6 3 80 64 33
Nashville 14 6 3 73 66 31
Chicago 12 8 3 74 60 27
Dallas 12 10 1 67 69 25
Minnesota 11 10 3 72 T4 25
Colorado 1 9 2 73 T 24

Pacific Division
Las Vegas 15 6 1 81 66 31
Los Angeles 13 8 369 56 29
Calgary 13 9 1 69 72 27
San Jose 12 8 2 58 50 26
Vancouver 11 9 4 66 68 26
Anaheim 10 10 4 65 T3 24
Edmonton 9 13 2 64 79 20
Arizona 6 17 3 64 95 15

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Division
Tampa Bay 16 5 2 8 62 34
Toronto 15 9 1 88 77 31
Detroit 10 9 5 69 70 25
Boston 10 8 4 60 66 24
Montreal 10 12 3 60 81 23
Ottawa 8 8 6 67 T4 22
Florida 9 12 2 67 79 20
Buffalo 6 14 4 55 83 16

Metropolitan Division

New Jersey 14 6 4 78 T4 32
Columbus 15 8 1 69 58 31
NY Islanders 14 7 2 84 T4 30
Washington 14 10 1 74 75 29
Pittsburgh 13 10 3 74 90 29
NY Rangers 13 9 2 78 72 28
Carolina 10 8 4 66 67 24
Philadelphia 8 G 7 69 75 23

Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the standings
and are not included in the loss column (L)

LLehmann predicts
more short-pitched
barrage in Adelaide

BRISBANE: Australia’s fast bowlers will once again
pepper England’s middle and lower order batsmen
with short-pitched deliveries on a lively track in the
day-night second Ashes lest in Adelaide, coach
Darren Lehmann said yesterday.

The Australian pacemen tormented England’s
lower order with bouncers on the fourth day in
Brisbane Lo sel up the hosts’ 10-wickel win in the
series opener. The barrage was reminiscent of the
preceding home series in 2013/14, when the Mitchell
Johnson-led pace battery mowed through England’s
Lail repeatedly to help secure a 5-0 whitewash for
the hosts.

“(Bowling shorl) certainly hasn’t changed [rom
four years ago,” Lehmann told reporters at the
Adelaide airport ahead of the second Test beginning
on Saturday. “It’s a bit different in Australia than
England where grounds are smaller and you can’t
really gel away with il, on bigger grounds you can.
So thal’s one for us that we see as an advanlage.
“They did it quite a lot to us as well, it’s a ploy a lot
of people do now. At the back end when the wicket
quickened up and we could go after them a bit hard-
er was helpful. That’s the blueprint, il’'s no secret
we're going to attack their middle and lower order
like that.” Mitchell Starc had asked for a bit more
pace from the wickets after the Gabba served up a
docile surface in the first test and according Lo
Lehmann his wish could get fulfilled with the pink
ball at the Adelaide Oval.

“It’s a fascinaling Test malch, there’s a lot of talk
about it'll seam and il'll swing,” Lehmann said,
adding that Australia’s experience of playing day-
night tests in the past would come handy. “The ball
slays prelly good, but you can make runs if you play
well as per normal. And it does quicken up at night -
probably the fastest wicket around Australia at night,
so that’s going to be interesting, how it plays.
“You're more comfortable in your preparation, you
know what you have Lo do Lo gel ready. So the lead-
in is a lot more normal for us than other teams hav-
ing done it twice. This is the third time so we’re pret-
ty comfortable where it sits.”

The 47-year-old Lehmann, who played 27 tesls
for Australia, lauded off-spinner Nathan Lyon who
bagged five wickels in a key contribution towards
the hosts’ victory. “He kept us in the game day one,
he was fantastic. He’s just grown with confidence
and success breeds that,” Lehmann said. “For him
he’s actually come out of his shell a lot as well, he
wanlts the ball day in, day out, a bit like Warney (for-
mer leg-spinner Shane Warne) did when he played.

“He’s nol as confident as Warney was, bul he’s
just really starting to lead and help the bowlers out,
which is great.” — Reuters

NEWARK: Roberto Luongo elched his name in the
record books Monday night as the Florida Panthers
defeated the New Jersey Devils 3-2. Luongo earned his
200th viclory as a member of the Panthers, making him
just the second goaltender in NHL history to win 200
games for two different teams, joining Hockey Hall of
Famer Patrick Roy. Luongo also won 252 games with
the Vancouver Canucks, while Roy earned 289 victories
with the Montreal Canadiens and 262 with the
Colorado Avalanche. Luongo, 38, made 23 saves in his
milestone viclory. His counterpart, Cory Schneider of
the Devils, stopped the first 29 shots he faced and fin-
ished with 35 saves in the loss. The Panthers scored the
decisive goal at 12:45 of the third period. Jared McCann

Anaheim is
winless in its
last 4 games

collected the rebound of his own blocked shot and
flipped his fourth goal past Schneider to give Florida a
3-2 lead.

CANADIENS 3, BLUE JACKETS 1

Montreal ended Columbus’ six-game winning streak
as Carey Price made 37 saves in his second game back
from injury. Brendan Gallagher, Jonathan Drouin and
Andrew Shaw scored as the Canadiens won consecu-
tive games. Price had a 36-save shutout Saturday in a
3-0 win against the Buffalo Sabres after missing 10
games with a lower-body injury. Sergei Bobrovsky, who
had won the six previous games, made 25 saves for
Columbus. Rookie center Pierre-Luc Dubois scored for
the Blue Jackels.

PENGUINS 5, FLYERS 4 (OT)

Sidney Crosby scored al 1:48 ol overlime Lo give
Pittsburgh a win over reeling Philadelphia, but the
Penguins lost No. 1 goaltender Matt Murray to an
apparent leg injury in the second period. There was no
immediate word on Murray’s status. Philadelphia has

Ashes outcast

Stokes eyes
NZ hit-out

SYDNEY: Suspended England all-rounder Ben Stokes
plans to play first-class cricket in New Zealand, officials
said yesterday, polentially paving the way for a dramalic
Ashes call-up. Social media went into overdrive late
Monday when a picture showing Stokes leaving London’s
Heathrow airport sparked speculation he was set to join
his England teammates in Australia.

The England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) poured
cold waler on the suggestion, saying the 26-year-old was
simply heading to New Zealand to visit family. But it soon
emerged Stokes aims to play first-class cricket for
Canterbury during his trip to the South Island, keeping him
in shape if required for the Ashes.

“(We) have been in initial informal discussions with Ben
Stokes’ representatives regarding his potential availabili-
ty,” Canterbury Cricket said in a statement. Stokes is
barred from international cricket as British police investi-

Ishant’s resurgence
welcome news for
India’s pace stocks

MUMBAL: India’s batsmen plundered runs and spin spear-
head Ravichandran Ashwin got among the wickets against
Sri Lanka but it was the resurgence of paceman Ishant
Sharma that probably pleased captain Virat Kohli most
ahead of their tour of South Africa.

Sri Lanka had lost 9-0 Lo India across all formals a [ew
months back and were therefore never expected to pro-
vide the ideal preparation for what will be a challenging
trip to South Africa for the world’s top-ranked test team.
After the rain-curtailed opening match at Kolkata’s Eden
Gardens ended in a draw, Kohli’s men crushed the visitors
by an innings and 239 runs in the second lest, malching
their biggest winning margin in the longest format.

India’s batsmen compiled up a mammoth first-innings
total against Sri Lanka’s toothless attack, while the spin
duo ol Ravichandran Ashwin and Ravindra Jadeja com-
bined to pick up 13 of the touring side’s 20 wickets in
Nagpur. But it was Ishant’s match haul of 5-80 that the
skipper described as the standout bowling performance of
the match. “Even on this wickel, to have thal kind of
bounce and trouble the batsmen regularly, I think Ishant
was outstanding,” Kohli said at the post-match presenta-
tion on Monday.

“Although the spinners obviously did a good job for us,
[ think Ishant was the standout bowler in this game.”
India’s biggest victory margin until Monday’s win was
against Bangladesh in Dhaka in 2007, a test in which
Ishant made his debut as a 18-year-old.

The lanky right-arm paceman was marked as the [uture
leader of India’s fast bowling attack and while he has gone
on to play 78 Tests he has failed to live up to those lofty
expectations. After falling behind Mohammed Shami and
Umesh Yadav in the pecking order, the emergence of

L‘ﬂ‘

NEWARK: Mark Pysyk #13 and Roberto Luongo #1 of the Florida Panthers defend the net against the New Jersey
Devils during the first period at the Prudential Center. —AFP

lost eight in a row (0-3-5), its longest losing streak
since it lost 10 straight in February 2008. On the win-
ner, Crosby chipped in a shot by Kris Letang.
Pittsburgh won its second in a row. The Penguins tlied it
3-3 with goals in the first two minutes of the third peri-
od on goals by Patric Hornqvist and Bryan Rust. After
Michael Raffl scored for the Flyers, Jake Guenlzel
forced overtime with his second goal when he lied it at
4-4 with 1:04 left in regulation.

JETS 7, WILD 2

Winnipeg shook ofl any hangover it had {rom being
shul oul for the first lime this season, rouling goalie
Alex Stalock and Minnesota. The Jets scored seven
consecutive goals, with Bryan Little, Joel Armia, Kyle
Connor, Mark Scheifele, Mathieu Perreault, Blake
Wheeler and Jacob Trouba connecling afller Jason
Zucker and Chris Stewart staked the visitors to a 2-0

gate his alleged involvement in a late-night fight outside a
Bristol nightclub.

But the suspension announced in September does not
apply to domestic cricket, meaning Stokes could turn out
for Canterbury. The London Times cricket writer Elizabeth
Ammon tweeted that Stokes was poised to play as soon as
this Sunday, when Canterbury face Otago in New
Zealand’s domestic one-day competition.

The Stokes controversy rocked England’s Ashes prepa-
rations and the team slumped to a 10-wicket defeat in the
first Test in Brisbane this week. Former Australia Test cap-
tains Steve Waugh and Ian Chappell are among those who
believe England can'’t retain the Ashes without the hard-
hitting allrounder.

Stokes was born in New Zealand but moved to England
as a child when his father Gerard, a former rugby league
international, took a coaching role. Both his parents have
since moved back to Christchurch, the Canterbury region’s
main city. The ECB emphasised that Stokes was on a pri-
vate trip that had not been set up by the organisation. “His
travel arrangements have not been arranged by the ECB,”
it said in a statement.

“He is not on his way to the Ashes, England Lions or
any other official training camps with the England set-up.”
The Ashes resumes on Saturday when the day-night sec-
ond Test starts in Adelaide.— AFP

lead. Connor Hellebuyck stopped 17 shots for his 13th
win of the season while Stalock blocked 21 shots in the
loss. The Jets lost 4-0 Lo San Jose on Salurday Lo finish
olf a four-game road Lrip.

BLACKHAWKS 7, DUCKS 3

Rookie right winger Alex DeBrincat scored his first
career hal lrick and nolched an assist as part of a four-
point performance, and Chicago pulled away from
Anaheim. Patrick Sharp, Brandon Saad, Artem Anisimov
and Nick Schmaltz also scored as the Blackhawks tal-
lied their second-most goals of the season. Chicago
extended its point streak to five games. Chris Wagner
scored twice for the Ducks, who also received a goal
from Jakob Silfverberg. Anaheim is winless in its last
four games (0-3-1). DeBrincal’s outburst made life easi-
er for Blackhawks goaltender Corey Crawflord, who
made 25 saves o improve to 11-7-1. — Reuters
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Ben Stokes

. NAGPUR: Indian cricketer Ishant Sharma (C) celebrates with teammates after taking the wicket of Sri Lanka
batsman. — AFP

Bhuvneshwar Kumar as a swing bowler has only made it
tougher for Ishant and his chances have largely come due
Lo the unavailabilily of other fast bowlers.

He played three out of four Tests against Australia carli-
er this vear after Shami was ruled out with a knee injury
but played no part in three Tests in Sri Lanka in July-
August, though he kept himself fit and in form by picking
up 20 wickets in four matches for Delhi in the Ranji
Trophy. Ishant would probably not have played in Nagpur
had Kumar not withdrawn from the final two Tests to get
married and Shami was not ruled out due to a slight injury
concern. In Nagpur, he extracted good bounce and move-

ment from a batting-friendly track, which could prove cru-
cial in South Africa with India set to face wickets that are
expected to aid the faster bowlers. “The way Umesh and
Shami and even Bhuvi were bowling was tremendous. [
didn’t take much wickets in the last 12 tests I played, spe-
cially in India. They deserved to get a chance before me,”
Ishant said after Monday’s win.

“The problem for me was the wickel column was
always empty. But now I am getting wickets, I am feeling
pretty good about myself. “It’s a healthy competition the
way everyone is performing. When you gel an opportunily
you have Lo lake wickels.” — Reuters
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City’s sharpshooter Sterling
hampton

sels sights on Sout

Manchester City favourites to win the title

MANCHESTER: Raheem Sterling is looking to add to his
best-ever goal-scoring lally as Manchester City altempt Lo
improve on their own record-breaking Premier League
start. Pep Guardiola’s dazzling side host Southampton
today having already accumulated an unprecedented 37
points from their opening 13 games. Sterling was the key
man in Sunday’s 2-1 comeback win at Huddersficld Town,
winning a penalty that was converted by Sergio Aguero
and then nelting a late winner. That took his goal total to
12 in all compelitions, a figure the England winger has nev-
er previously managed over
an entire campaign. Sterling
said calmness under pressure
had been a key factor in his ‘ ‘
improvement in front of goal,
but refused to reveal how
many goals he had targeted
before the season kicked off.

“I just get in the box and
try to be as calm as possible,”
he said. “I set myself targets
every season. Somelimes you
don’t match them, but that’s
the thing about football-you
always have another year to
try again. “I can’t tell you the largel because I don’t want
to get slated (criticised) for it! I always set myself a realis-
tic target, but high standards as well and hopefully I can
malch them this year. “I am just really happy to be work-
ing in such a fantastic team.” City’s eight-point lead over
second-placed Manchester United has established them as
overwhelming favourites to win the title, but skipper
Vincent Kompany is not buying into that.

The Belgium defender, who was a Cily stalwarl before

Old boys the firm
favourites as
Premier League
clubs play it safe

LONDON: Sam Allardyce and Alan Pardew are
favouriles Lo lake over the managerial vacancies al
Everton and West Bromwich Albion, appointments that
would reinforce the cautious cullure that exists in the
Premier League.

Allardyce, the 63-year-old former England boss, has
managed six clubs in the league, gaining a reputation as
Fireman Sam who arrives in limes of crisis and always
keeps his teams up. Pardew also has a fine track record
of avoiding the drop and West Brom would be his fifth
Premier League club, putting the 56-year-old joint sec-
ond on the list behind Allardyce.

If confirmed, the appointments mean that eight of
the past 15 jobs will have gone to British managers over
50, a surprising statistic given that Allardyce, who will
have taken two of these posilions, last month bemoaned
a lendency for British coaches Lo be realed as “second
class” and gel overlooked.

“The Premier League is a foreign league in
England,” he said. “When you look across the owners,

Russia builds
inside-out arena
for World Cup

MOSCOW: How does it feel to be on the outside look-
ing in? Foolball fans visiling Yekalerinburg in the
Russian Urals for the 2018 World Cup will find out
when they gel sealed in one of two lemporary slands
that fill empty plots of land next to the arena-originally
too small to fit FIFA rules.

Openings at each goal end of the stadium’s facade
offer a remote view of the pilch bul no protection from
the sun or rain. And those unlucky enough Lo only gel
tickets for the extensions’ upper-most rows will stare
oul directly al the outer edge of the refurbished
Yekalerinburg Arena’s circular roof.

The UK’s perplexed Guardian newspaper suggested
the entire ensemble might have come from “ouler
space” while USA Today screamed that it “couldn’t
look any scarier”.

All of which has left the construction company
behind the 42-metre-tall (138-foot-tall) extensions
sounding somewhat bemused. “This is a typical solu-
tion for sport facilities built for major international
competitions,” Sinara-Development Director General
Timur Ufimtsev told AFP.

“In addition, you can see a beautiful panoramic view
ol Yekalerinburg itsell since the stadium is in a central
part of the city.” He added that the whole sealing sec-
tion is protected by “tall railings” to make sure no one
falls off.

The additions will make Yekaterinburg Arena into a
35,000-seater that will shrink back down in size to
23,000 once the stands are dismantled when all the
Lourists go home.

CULTURAL HERITAGE SITE

The world media’s sceptical gaze fell on the 60-
year-old stadium once it was selected as the eastern-
most venue of the 12 hosting the marquee June 14-July
15 event. The Kremlin wanted to show off Russia’s cul-
tural diversily and settled on Yekaterinburg-the mining
capital of the tsars in which the late president Boris

"eltsin built his career.

Calmness under
pressure had
been a key factor, ,

they became Champions League regulars, warned there
was no room for complacency against Southampton.
“After 15 years at this level the one thing you know and
learn is you do nol crown yoursell champions in
November,” he said. “Lel’s be steady. “The biggest chal-
lenge for us now is to go back home and say, “The next
game, let’s do it again and do it again’.

“I feel the team has got this motivation and I make it
more about the next game. We have won nothing and
achieved nothing and that’s the key message here.”
Mauricio Pellegrino’s
Southampton will arrive in
Manchester on the back of
Sunday’s salislying 4-1
thrashing of managerless
Everton at St Mary’s. That
was a big improvement on the
previous result, a 3-0 loss at
Liverpool, although Everton’s
lack of confidence and organ-
isation were significant fac-
tors in the Saints” win.

England defender Ryan
Bertrand was convinced the
victory, which saw Charlie
Austin nel two almost identical headers, was ideal prepa-
ration for a sterner test. “We'll go there today and give a
good account of ourselves,” he said. “They’re doing well at
the moment. “We'll look to build on this and go into the
game at the weekend (at Bournemouth on Sunday) hope-
fully building on what we do today.

“We’ve got the win and on Everton’s form we were
expected to win. Let’s go and test ourselves and test them
in the game and enjoy it."— AFP

the managers and players, that is exactly what it is
now.” Yet the imminent appointments suggest the tradi-
tional networks influencing English football’s job market
remain strong.

Pardew has been recommended by West Bromwich
Albion’s technical director, Nicky Hammond, with whom
he played at Crystal Palace. Allardyce has reportedly
been championed by Steve Walsh, Everton’s director of
football, who worked alongside Craig Shakespeare,
Allardyce’s assistant at England, al Leicester.
Shakespeare is tlipped to fill a similar role at Everton.

The recycling ol a small number of managers around
Premier League jobs is an ongoing trend. Both
Allardyce (2016-17) and Pardew (2015-16) formerly
managed Palace, as did 59-year-old Tony Pulis who
Pardew would succeed at Albion. One of Pulis’s prede-
cessors al West Brom was Roy Hodgson, who has com-
pleted the circle by taking over at Palace this season
aged 70.

EXPERIENCED ELITE

Bournemouth’s Eddie Howe is the only one of the
seven British managers in the Premier League aged
under 40. With only two under 50, the opportunilies to
dislodge the experienced elite are limited.

The attraction ol managers with proven Premier
League credentials is clear, particularly given the huge
cosl of relegation. Sunderland, who received close Lo
100 million pounds ($132.9 million) prize money last
season despile finishing bottom, are now facing another
relegation fight from the Championship alongside

HUDDERSFIELD: File photo shows Manchester City’s Raheem Sterling kicks the ball into the crowd as the
final whistle blows in the English Premier League football match between Huddersfield Town and

Manchester City. — AFP

another demoled team, Hull City.

Both Pardew and Allardyce are expert defensive
organisers, a quality Everton clearly need given that
they have conceded more goals than any other Premier
League team this season. Last season Allardyce took
Palace [rom bolttom in December to a 14th-place finish
while Sunderland, whom he had saved from the drop
the previous season, went down under David Movyes,
anolher member of the managerial over-50 club who
once oversaw Everlon and has juslt been called on Lo
save West Ham United.

Recognised managers who lose Lheir jobs are given
an instant platform to secure further employment by the
Premier League’s chiel broadcaster Sky Sports, for
whom Pardew has been working this season.

Yesterday the channel highlighted Pardew’s virlues
as it discussed who should succeed Pulis at the
Hawthorns. “I hope he gets the job,” said former
Arsenal former Paul Merson. “I can’t see what he has
done wrong in his managerial career.

“He will have to go in there and make it very light.
As one of the lesser teams you open up nowadays
and you get ripped to shreds.” That logic probably
explained Frank de Boer’s sacking by Palace after five
games and 77 days in charge this scason, even
though the Dutchman had presumably been employed
to offer a different approach from the
Pulis/Pardew/Allardyce brand. And it probably gov-
erns Everton’s thinking in reactivating contact with
Allardyce after five defeats in seven games under
caretaker boss David Unsworth. —Reuters
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YEKATERINBURG: A photo taken on August 19, 2017 shows the Yekaterinburg Arena football stadium under
renovation work in Yekaterinburg. Football fans visiting Yekaterinburg in the Russian Urals for the 2018
World Cup will find out when they get seated in one of two temporary stands that fill empty plots of land
next to the arena. —AFP

The unassuming industrial home to almost 1.5 million
people has a team that played middling football in the
Soviet era and most recently won promotion to the
Russian Premier League in 2013.

It is sale to say that its 27,000-secal stadium suited
the needs of a club that has gone through many incar-
nations and is currently called simply Ural. Yet its size
fell just short of FIFA's carefully spelled out “minimum
capacities of 30,000” requirement for stadiums hosting
group stage World Cup matches.

Four were scheduled for Yekaterinburg and Russia
had a problem. Sinara-Development said it also could
not simply rebuild the entire arena because it was listed
as a cultural heritage site that needed to be preserved
in its original form.

Football’s world governing body nol only agreed but

applauded the unique way Yekaterinburg worked its
way out of a potential mess. “Temporary seals are
being installed in order to ensure that the renovation
work would conserve the historical facade of the stadi-
um and that maintenance costs are reduced after the
World Cup,” a FIFA spokesman told AFP. The old sta-
dium’s entrance featured six columns topped by sculp-
tures ol communist factory workers and athleles.

These will stay in place for posterity’s sake. The
FIFA spokesman also brushed aside any safety con-
cerns. “Inspection visits and detailed reports have
shown that the temporary secats in the Yekaterinburg
Arena fully comply with all safety and security require-
ments,” he said.

Ufimtsev said the stadium was “90 percent ready”
and would be completed by the end of the year. — AFP

AFC to maintain
ACL format despite
Gulf crisis

BANGKOK: Malches between clubs [rom Saudi
Arabia, the Uniled Arab Emirales and Qatar will con-
tinue to be played on a home-and-away basis in next
year’s Asian Champions League despite an on-going
diplomatic dispute between the Gulf states, the Asian
Football Confederation said yesterday.

The AFC’s executive committee decided to main-
tain the current format of its flagship club event in the
face of a ban imposed on travel in and out of Qatar by
a Saudi Arabia-led coalition that is backed by the
United Arab Emirates. Clubs from the three nations
regularly play each other in the Asian Champions
League, although this year’s competition was not
affected by the standoff as Qatari teams had been
eliminated before the action was taken in early June.

The confederation said in a stalement it would send
a “high-level delegation to the concerned countries to
try and mediate the situation with the concerned
(member associations) and governments to find a
solution for the matches”.

The dispute has already led to complications for
Qalar’s hosling of the regional Gull Cup compelition,
with Saudi, UAE and close ally Bahrain refusing to
confirm their participation in next month’s tournament.
Qatar is also due to host the World Cup in 2022.

The Asian Champions League already sees games
featuring clubs from Saudi Arabia and Iran played in
neutral venues due to a diplomatic disagreement
between those countries. Qatar, along with Oman and
the United Arab Emirates, hosted some of those games
this season. Meanwhile, the AFC has said it will begin
the tender process for the confederation’s commercial
rights in February of next year, with the aim to finalise
the procedure by May or June 2018.

The rights are currently held by Lagardere Sports
and Entertainment with the existing contract, which
started in 2014 and is worth $1 billion, due to expire at
the end of 2021. “The AFC will ensure that transparent
and fair procedures are followed and that the views of
the Member Associations are taken into considera-
tion,” AFC President Shaikh Salman bin Ebrahim Al
Khalifa said. — Reuters
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ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE

Matcheson TV

(Local Timings)

Chelsea v Swansea City 22:45
beIN SPORTS HD 1
Arsenal v Huddersfield Town 22:45
beIN SPORTS HD 7
Bournemouth v Burnley 22:45
beIN SPORTS HD 12 EN
Manchester City v Southampton 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 2
Stoke City v Liverpool 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 8
Everton v West Ham United 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 9

FRENCH LEAGUE
Metz v Olympique Marseille 21:00
beIN SPORTS
Olympique Lyonnais v LOSC Lille 21:00
beIN SPORTS HD 4
Nantes v Monaco 21:00
beIN SPORTS HD 6
Guingamp v Montpellier 21:00
beIN SPORTS HD 9
Toulouse v OGC Nice 21:00
beIN SPORTS HD 8
Angers v Stade Rennais 21:00
beIN SPORTS
Paris Saint-Germain v Troyes 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 6
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City’s sharpshooter Sterling
sets sights on Southampton

OAKLAND: JaVale McGee #1 of the Golden State Warriors dunks the ball against the Sacramento Kings at ORACLE Arena in Oakland, California. — AFP

Bogdan lifts Kings to 110-106 victory

Pistons snap Celtics home winning streak

OAKLAND: Bogdan Bogdanovic hit a driving banker
over Draymond Green with 12.6 seconds remaining
Monday night to break a tie and lift the Sacramento
Kings to a 110-106 victory over the Golden State
Warriors. Golden State, which was playing without
Stephen Curry (bruised right hand) and Kevin Durant
(sprained left ankle), led 106-102 before the Kings
scored the game’s last eight points over the final 3:08.
Sacramento earned its first win in its past nine visits to
Oracle Arena and snapped a nine-game road losing
streak daling back to the first week of the season.
Willie Cauley-Stein had 19 points and cight rebounds
to lead the Kings. Klay Thompson paced the Warriors
with 21 points.

PISTONS 118, CELTICS 108

Detroil ended Boslon’s eight-game home winning
streak in a battle of the teams with the two top records
in the Eastern Conference. Tobias Harris scored 31
points and Andre Drummond posted 26 points, a sca-
son-high 22 rebounds and six assists as the Pistons
went on a late 13-3 run to put the game away. Detroit
guard Reggie Jackson, who played his college ball at
Boston College, had 20 points and seven assists in the
win. Marcus Smart led the Celtics with 23 points.

CAVALIERS 113, 76ERS 91
LeBron James collected 30 points, 13 rebounds and
six assists as Cleveland beat Philadelphia to win its
eighth straight. Dwyane Wade added 15 points off the

bench for the Cavs, who owned a 57-30 advanlage in
bench points and limited the Sixers to 37.5 percent
shooting, including 3-for-28 3-point accuracy.
Cleveland shot 48.2 percent, including 40.5 percent (15
of 37) from beyond the arc. Joel Embiid led
Philadelphia, which saw a three-game winning streak
end, with 30 points and 11 rebounds. Rookie sensation
Ben Simmons was limited to 10 points and ecight
rebounds before leaving the game in the fourth quarter
with a sprained right ankle.

ROCKETS 117, NETS
103

James Harden produced
another breathlessly effi-
cient scoring performance
and Houston rode his hot
hand lto a viclory over
Brooklyn. The Rockets
extended their winning
streak Lo five games behind
Harden, who scored 37
points on 13-for-20 shooting
while adding 10 rebounds and eight assists. He poured
in 20 points without a miss in the first quarter as
Houston took a 21-point lead it did not relinquish. Clint
Capela added 20 points for the Rockets, Ryan
Anderson scored 13 and Eric Gordon 12. Chris Paul shot
just 1 for 7 bul had 14 assists withoul a lurnover, six
boards and two steals.

Rookie sensation
Ben was limited

PACERS 121, MAGIC 109

Victor Oladipo scored 26 points and Bojan
Bogdanovic added 22 as Indiana sent Orlando to its
ninth consecutive loss. Oladipo hit 11 of 14 shots,
including 4 of 6 from 3-point range, and Domantas
Sabonis chipped in with 19 points and eight rebounds
for the Pacers. Indiana’s Myles Turner scored 18 points,
and Lance Stephenson matched his season high with 18
off the bench. The Pacers sank 15 of 26 from three-
point range while the Magic
were 16 of 41 on three-
pointers. Jonathon Simmons
scored 21 points to lead six
players in doubles figures
for Orlando. Aaron Gordon
and Nikola Vucevic each
had 16 points. Vucevic
added a team-high 12
rebounds.

to 10 points

TRAIL BLAZERS 103,
KNICKS 91
Damian Lillard had 32 points and Pat Connaughton
added 17 as Portland defeated New York. Kristaps
Porzingis returned [rom a one-game absence and
scored 22 points to lead the Knicks, who lost their third
consecutive game. Tim Hardaway Jr. added 18 points
for New York bul shol just 6 of 18 from the field. New
York staged a furious rally in the fourth quarter, cutling

Buffon wins
Italy’s best
player award

MILAN: Italy’s veteran goalkeeper
Gianluigi Bulfon has eased some ol his
World Cup heartache by winning the Serie
A Best Player of the Year award. “I'm hap-
py and proud. I never thought I'd get this
kind of trophy, and I'll hold on tight to it
because I never won besl youngster!” said
the 39-year-old Juventus goalkeeper at
Monday night’s ceremony. “The failure to
participate in the World is the biggest dis-
appointment in my career together with
some (lost) Champions League finals.”

Napoli’s Maurizio Sarri was named the
best coach in the Italian football awards,
voted for by the players, for competing for
the title with a smaller budget than
Juventus.

Buffon quit international football last
month as four-time champions Italy sensa-
tionally missed out on their first World Cup
finals in 60 years after a playoff defeat to
Sweden. “Italy-Sweden was the biggest
disappointment of my life,” he told Sky
Sports Italia.

“But we need to move on, the season
musl end in the best way and with Juvenlus
there are so many goals to be achieved.”
Buffon won a tenth Serie A title with
Juventus and helped the Turin-based side
reach the Champions League final for the
second lime in three years. He also won a
third Italian Cup with the Juve. Despite the
World Cup setback, he has left the door

open on a future return for the national
side. “I've taken a period of rest, I'm get-
ting on, I've always been a soldier signed
up for the national side and Juventus, so |
can’l deserl,” he said. “Even al the age of
60, if there was a dearth of goalkeepers I'd
be available because that’s how I conceive
the idea of a nation.” It is the sixth straight
year that a Juventus player has won the
award with Buffon following in the foot-
steps of Andrea Pirlo (2012- 014), Carlos
Tevez (2015) and Leonardo Bonucci
(2016).

Buffon has said he will retire at the end
of this season, unless Juventus win the
Champions League title. The Serie A cham-
pions play league leaders Napoli on Friday
before a crunch Champions League game
next week at Olympiakos when they need a
win Lo guarantee passage into the next
round. —AFP

Portland’s lead from 26 at the start of the quarter to
eight with under a minute left. The Blazers scored just
six points in the first 10 minutes of the fourth quarter,
but New York went cold and was unable to come any
closer.

SPURS 115, MAVERICKS 108

LaMarcus Aldridge scored a season-high 33 points
and grabbed 10 rebounds for his eighth double-double
of the year as San Antonio defeated Dallas. Pau Gasol
added a season-high 25 points for the Spurs. San
Antonio point guard Tony Parker, who missed the first
19 games of the season because of a quad injury he
sustained in the playoffs last season, returned to pro-
duce six points and four assists in 15 minutes. Wesley
Matthews and Dennis Smith Jr. led the Mavericks with
19 points apiece. J.J. Barea added 16 points, and Devin
Harris and Harrison Barnes contributed 13 each for
Dallas.

CLIPPERS 120, LAKERS 115

Lou Williams scored a season-high 42 points and
Blake Griffin added 26 as the Los Angeles Clippers held
off the Los Angeles Lakers. It was the 11th consecutive
“home” victory for the Clippers over the Lakers, while
the Clippers have also won 20 of the last 22 games in
the matchup. Both teams call the Staples Center home.
Kentavious Caldwell-Pope scored 29 points for the
Lakers. It was Caldwell Pope’s third consecutive game
with 20 or more points. — Reuters

[ 4

MILAN: Juventus’ Italian goalkeeper Gianluigi Buffon (L) poses with
AIC President Damiano Tommasi after receiving the “Best player
2017” award. — AFP
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French banks did not break rules
with NF account closures: CB
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OECD sees growth peaking as
investment lags, debt builds

VIENNA: A file photo shows OPEC delegates attending a ministerial meeting.
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Tough OPEC meeting looms tomorrow

Cartel may rethink output cuts amid price rally

DUBAI/VIENNA: OPEC is heading for tougher-than-
expected policy talks this week as its leader Saudi
Arabia pushes to extend oil output cuts by nine months
while non-member Russia is hesilating on the curbs’
duration due to worries that the market could overheat.

“It will not be an easy meeling and we always look al
various scenarios,” Uniled Arab Emirales Energy Minister
Suhail bin Mohammed Al-Mazroui said yesterday in
Dubai before leaving for the OPEC gathering in Vienna.
The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries,
Russia and nine other producers are cutting oil output by
about 1.8 million barrels per day until March 2018, and
tomorrow will discuss extending the deal.

The market had largely expected OPEC to prolong
cuts until the end of 2018 bul doubts have emerged in
the last few days. Saudi Arabia has signaled that it
wants oil to trade at about $60 a barrel as the kingdom
prepares Lo list shares in national oil champion Aramco
and is fighting a large fiscal deficit. The Russian gov-
ernment also wants high oil prices ahead of a presiden-
tial election in March 2018. But officials in Moscow
have voiced worries about pricier oil boosting the
ruble, which could undermine the competitiveness of
Russia’s economy.

Slowing outflows let
Qatar wind down bank
support operation in Oct

DUBALI: Slowing withdrawals of deposits from Qatari
banks permitted Qatar’s government to stop pumping
money into the banks last month to shield them from sanc-
tions imposed by other Arab countries, central bank data
showed yestlerday.

Banks and investors from Saudi Arabia, the United Arab
Emirates, Bahrain and Egypt began pulling deposits and
other funds out of Qatar in June, when those four states
cut diplomatic and trade ties with Doha. The deposit out-
flow initially put the balance sheets of some Qatari banks
under pressure, and the government responded by inject-
ing billions of dollars of its own money into accounts at the
banks. Much of the money came from the country’s sover-
eign wealth fund, the Qatar Investment Authority (QIA).

But the outflows are now slowing, as the four states run
out of money left to withdraw. That is reducing the need
for the government to aid the banks. In October, foreign
customers’ deposils al banks in Qalar - the vast majorily
in the form of foreign-currency deposits - fell by only 5.1
billion rivals ($1.4 billion) from the previous month, to

As oil rallied above $60 per barrel, US producers
aggressively hedged their future production, raising
fears of another spike in shale output in the United
States, which is not par-
licipaling in the global
production curbs.
Goldman Sachs, one of
the most active banks in
commodity trading and
oil producer hedging,
said veslerday in a nole
the outcome of the OPEC
meeling was uncertain as
Brent oil had risen above
$63 per barrel.

“The push for a nine-
month extension, four
months before the cuts
end and given an acceleraling rebalancing further
stands in the face of prior comments that the cuts
should remain data-dependent to assess their effective-
ness,” the US bank said. Citi, one of Goldman’s main
rivals, said it expected major producers to end produc-
tion cuts sooner rather than later.

137.7 billion riyals, the data showed.

The decline was slower than falls of 6.2 billion riyals in
September, 8.2 billion in August, 13.4 billion in July and
14.0 billion in June. Meanwhile, the Qatari public sector’s
deposits with local banks fell slightly in October after
soaring during the initial months of the sanctions, indical-
ing the government was no longer pumping fresh money
into the system as a whole.

The deposits dropped by 4.2 billion riyals to 298.4
billion riyals last month, after increasing by 7.2 billion
riyals in September and rising by more than three times
that amount in each of the previous three months. The
central bank has not responded to queries about details
of official support to banks, but central bank governor
Sheikh Abdullah bin Saud Al-Thani said last month that
the government and the central bank had more than
enough financial resources lo prolect the banking sys-
tem from outflows. After the sanclions were imposed,
Qalari banks’ borrowing [rom [oreign banks also [ell
sharply as institutions from the four Arab countries
stopped extending loans.

October’s data suggested, however, that Qatari banks have
begun to have success filling this gap by increasing their bor-
rowing from Asia and Europe. Qatari banks owed banks out-
side the country 171.7 billion riyals in October, up from 169.5
billion riyals in September; it was the first increase since the
sanctions were imposed. In May, before the sanctions, the
figure stood al 234.5 billion riyals. — Reulers

“OPEC and Russia will both realize they are losing
market share and they will be better off going back to a
more competitive environment,” the head of commodity
research at Citi, Ed
Morse, told Reuters.

Gradual output boost

US oil prices fell
more than 1 percent on
Monday and cased fur-
ther yesterday from a
two-year high reached
last week. Goldman said
oil might fall further this
week as the market had
priced in a nine-month
exlension. “We conlinue
to expecl a gradual
ramp up in OPEC and
Russian production from April onward,” Goldman said,
adding “as a result, the announcement of an only six-
month extension would still initially appear bullish rela-
tive Lo our expectation”.

On Friday, Russia said it was ready to support
extending the output-cutting deal but had still to

UAE minister
predicts no
casy meeling

L
Kuwait’s domestic
credit up by 3.1%
in Sept: KFFH report

KUWAIT: Kuwail Finance House (KFH) said yester-
day that the total domestic credit granted by the
banking sector has grown 3.1 percent to KD 35.8 bil-
lion, equaling $118 billion, as of September 2017.

Meanwhile, financial facilities directed to industri-
al, non-bank financial institution, real estate, and con-
struction sectors have fell in September by 11.8 per-
cent, 4.1 percent, and 0.6 percent respectively, KIFH
said in its economic report, entitled “Credit Activity
Development in Kuwait”.

The report indicated that the personal facilities
sector recorded an increase in value in September by
3.6 percent to KD 515.5 million, equaling $1.7 billion
compared to same period last year.

The crude oil and gas sector also saw an increase in

decide on the duration. On Monday, Reuters reported
that a major Russian production project led by Exxon
Mobil was preparing to ramp up output by a quarter
from next year.

The project is not subject to the global output-cut-
ting deal but the development would signal an obstacle
to Russia’s efforts on production curtailment.

The Exxon project involves Rosneft, the Kremlin-
owned state producer whose boss Igor Sechin, a close
ally of President Vladimir Putin, has long been a critic
ol Moscow’s deal with the 14-country OPEC. Sources
close to talks between OPEC and Russia told Reuters
Moscow wanled Lo fine-tune the language of the deal
to include an option to review the agreement il global
stocks fell steeply.

The supply pact is aimed at reducing oil stocks in
industrialized countries to their five-year average. The
latest figures suggest OPEC is more than halfway there,
with OPEC sources saying the largel could be reached
after June 2018. Fatih Birol, head of the International
Energy Agency, which advises industrialized nations on
energy policy, told Reuters he expected the market to
lighten Lowards the second half of 2018 due lo robust
demand. — Reuters

value in September by 50.7 percent to KD 437.3 mil-
lion, equaling $1.4 billion, compared to September
2016, it said. The sector also recorded an increase in
the total credit in September by 3.6 percent to KD 1.3
billion ($4 billion), the report indicated. Personal cred-
it facilities amounted to some 42 percent in September
of the total 41.8 percent of credit granted in
September 2016, said KFH. Furthermore, credit share
granled Lo real eslale and construction seclor amount-
ed to some 28 percent of the total credit granted last
September compared to last year’s 29 percent.

Leased facilities” share increased to 71.4 percent
of personal facilities last September, compared to
67.8 percent in September 2016. Personal facilities’
share has also amounted to some 19 percent of per-
sonal credit facilities in September, compared to 22
percent of same period last year. Consumption loans
amounted to 7.4 percent of personal credit facilities
in September, which is a decrease from last year’s
eight percent. Moreover, personal consumption loans
granted to individuals to finance medical treatment
and education coverage decreased by 4.6 percent to
KD 1.1 billion ($3.3 billion), in September. — KUNA
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Irench banks did not break rules
with NI account closures: CB

Societe Generale shares climb after cost-cutting plan

PARIS: Irench bank Sociele Generale and its Credit Du
Nord subsidiary did not violate banking regulations in
shutting down the accounts of the far-right National Front
party, the Bank of France said yesterday. National Front
chief Marine Le Pen last week accused the banks, as well
as HSBC which closed her personal account, of launching a
“banking falwa” Lo silence her party.

The banks declined to offer fuller explanations for the
account closures but said they had acted within regulatory
requirements. “The closure of the National Fronl’s
accounts by the banks does not appear to reflect wrong-
doing vis-a-vis their reg-
ulatory obligations, and
leaves no reason to
believe they acted wilh
discrimination,” the cen-
tral bank said.

Le Pen said she would
file a legal complaint this
week. “It will be up to the
court to decide,” Le Pen
said in an interview on
BFM TV, adding that the
account closures prevent-

Banks failed to

and parliamentary elections, during which she accused
French banks of being politically biased for not lending to
her campaigns.

Shares in Socicte Generale climbed yesterday after the
French bank unveiled a strategic plan that will see it shut-
ter 15 percent of its branches in its home market and cut
even more jobs. While the plan aims to boost profits, in the
short term France’s third-largest bank will need to book a
charge of 400 million euros ($476 million) to implement
the restructuring. It announced it will also book against
fourth quarter earnings 170 million euros for an exception
Llax levied by the French
government.

Societe Generale’s
shares rose 0.8 percent
in early trading, while the
Paris CAC 40 index
edged 0.05 percent high-
er. The strategic plan
through 2020 unveiled
late Monday aims Lo
make 1.1 billion euros in
overall savings, while at
the same achieving an

offer fuller
explanations

ed the party from operal-

ing properly. The Bank of

France revealed that the National Front had held 16
accounts with Societe Generale until Sept. 25, as well as a
deposit account with Credit Du Nord on which two
months notice was given in late October.

That appeared to contradict Le Pen who last week
said the central bank had ordered Credit Du Nord to
manage an account for the party and that the bank had
refused Lo process cheques and credit card payments.
Le Pen is smarting from defeat in this vear’s presidential

]
Catalonia turmoil

sels Spain retail
sales falling

MADRID: Spanish retail sales fell for the first time in
over three vears in October, with sales in Catalonia
dropping sharply after an illegal independence vole on
Oct. 1 pushed the country into its worst political crisis
in more than four decades. The vole prompled a stand-
off with the central government, which then took con-
trol of the region. The deadlock left eight of the region-
al cabinet in jail awaiting trial after a declaration of
independence Ocl. 27 that the courts ruled illegal.

The crisis hurt many of Catalonia’s economic indices
in October, with car sales, job creation and hotel-stays
all underperforming the rest of the country. Almost
3,000 companies have moved their legal headquarters
from the region since the vole. Spanish retail sales fell
0.1 percent in Oclober from a year earlier on a calen-
dar-adjusted basis, after increasing by a revised 1.6
percent in September, the National Statistics Institute
(INE) said yesterday.

The September figure was revised from an original
reading of a 2.1 percent increase. The unadjusted series
fell 1.2 percent, INE said, with Catalonia decreasing the
most out of all of Spain’s 17 regions, down 3.9 percent
from a year earlier. The wealthy, industrialized region
ol Catalonia weighs heavily in the index alongside
Madrid, which was flat on the year.

Catalonia’s fall, coupled with an especially mild
October which hit sales of winter clothing and textiles
across the country, were the main reasons for the
month’s drop, according to one analyst with access to
INE’s data but who preferred to remain anonymous.

The government has said that Spain’s economy
would grow just 2.3 percent next year il political ten-
sions continued after the Dec. 21 regional election, but
that could rise to three percent if the problem dissipat-
ed. The OECD yesterday cut its economic forecast for
Spain for 2018 by 0.1 percentage points to 2.3 percent
and warned the situation with Catalonia could drag on
domestic demand. —Reuters
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increase in revenue of 3
percent per vear.

It targets raising its net profit per share to 6.5 euros in
2020, compared to 4.3 curos in 2016. Socicte Generale’s
chief executive Frederic Oudea said the bank aims to
remain a trusted partner to clients and is committed to a
posilive transformation of socielies and economies.

“Our ambition is therefore to generate superior, prof-
itable and sustainable growth,” he said in a statement. The
bank announced that will see it close 300 of its branches in
France, and cut an additional 900 jobs on top of the 2,500

Cash and history keep
Europe as Africa’s
prime partner

ABIDJAN: Hard cash but also the intangible tics of history
have kept Europe in pole position as Africa’s main partner,
even if an influx of Chinese investment is prompting many
African countries o look castward. Successive years of
hefty spending, particularly in infrastructure, have pro-
pelled China into the continent’s top slot when calculated
in terms of individual investor nations.

But a quite different picture emerges when this is seen
through a broader prism-the ties between Africa and
Furope as a 28-nation bloc.

“Europe is in front, given the shared history,” said
Pierre Dagbo Gode, professor of political science at the
Felix Houphouelt Boigny University of Abidjan. “Europe is
the premier trade partner, the top investor, the top donor,”
a European diplomat in Brussels added, speaking ahead of
a summil between the EU and African Union in Abidjan
today and tomorrow. According to the Chinese ministry of
commerce, trade between China and Africa was worth
$149.2 billion last year — $92.3 billion in exports [rom
China, against $56.9 billion of imports. That made China,
for the eighth year, Africa’s foremost individual trade part-
ner-well ahead of France and Germany.

However, trade between the EU and Africa totalled 286
billion euros in 2015 ($341 billion at current rates) with a
22-billion-euro surplus in Europe’s favor. Europe also con-
tributed some 21 billion euros in foreign aid-more than the
United States and China combined.

“When people say Europe has let China overtake it you
have Lo keep things in perspective,” said an EU diplomat in
Abidjan. Factors such as language, cultural cooperation,
university exchanges, a military presence and aid all help
Lo ensure “Europe remains the point of reference” for
Affrica, the source said.

9

‘Aggressive policy’

Even so, Chinese competition is hotting up. Beijing’s big
policy is to mix aid and loans at ultra-low interest rates to
muscle in on numerous large-scale projects.

“They have a very aggressive policy, in the good sense
of the term, on loans and this seduces states,” said one
financial observer in the region. According to China’s
state-run Xinhua news agency, quoting Fitch Ratings,
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PARIS: French banking group Societe Generale CEO, Frederic Oudea presents the group’s
2020 strategic and financial plan “Transform to Grow” in Fontenay-sous-Bois near Paris
yesterday.— AFP

announced since the beginning of 2016. With ultralow
interest rates set to continue in Europe, Societe Generale
expects growth of more than one percent in France.

However it is targeting more than five percent growth in its
businesses outside France. In particular it aims to become
the top foreign bank in Russia. —Agencies

-

ABIDJAN: African Development Bank chairman Akinwumi Adesina (center) speaks during
the 6th EU-Africa Business Forum on Monday in Abidjan, ahead of the African Union -
European Union summit. —AFP

loans from China to Africa over the past decade amounted
to $67.2 billion-a whole $12.5 billion more than those
made by the World Bank. “The aspects which attract
Chinese enterprises Lo Alrica are the development polen-
tial, resources and the market,” said Xu Tiebing, professor
of international relations at the Communication University
of China. “The Chinese government has a South ‘complex’.
They think that when the South becomes powerful the
world will be more balanced,” added Xu.

Natural destination

“China thinks perhaps that as two of the world’s poles
of development (Europe and North America) are already
in decline, Africa, Latin America and Asia are becoming the
natural destination for Chinese investment. “In the past,
China was more concerned by the political angle, but now
ascribes greater importance to common development and
to mutual advantage,” he said.

A European diplomal commented: “China’s presence
and engagement in Africa allracts a lot of attention. “But
China is not the only one massively gearing up its interests
in Africa. Look at Japan, India and the Gulf States. There is
a mullitude of players.” The so-called BRIC states-Brazil,
India, China and Russia-have all gained a foothold on the

conlinent. Bolstered by its Alrican roots and after first
concentrating on fellow Portuguese-speaking countries,
Brazil has been extending its influence, although its inter-
nal political problems have hampered the process.
Brazil-African trade was worth $12.433 billion ($7.830
billion of that made up of Brazilian exports) in 2016 — but
that was well down on the 2013 figure of $28.5 billion.
“With Lula (former president Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, in
power 2003-2010), Brazilian- African relations went through
a very intensive phase,” explained Pio Penna Filho, a profes-
sor of international relations at the University of Brasilia.
After Dilma Rousseff (2011-2016) succeeded Lula,
Brazil “did nol put an end o its African policy but there
was a lessening of this intensity,” owing to a political crisis
sweeping the Latin American giant, he said. Africa’s allure
for investors is multifaceted. One altraction is the notion
that, in many countries, a middle class is rising, providing a
potent market for housing, transport, clothing, education
and consumer products. Coupled with that is demogra-
phy-the continent’s population is expected to roughly
double to 2.5 billion by 2050, according to a UN estimate.
But, as Dagbo notes, there is also an age-old view of
Africa as a “raw materials zone”, a treasure trove of natural
resources thal are extracted but not transformed. —AFP
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OECD sees growth peaking as
investment lags, debt builds

Euro area seen outpacing US, Japanese growth

PARIS: Global economic growth is set to peak at an
eight-year high next year as uninspiring investment and
increasingly dangerous debl levels limit room for fur-
ther improvement, the OECD said yesterday. The global
economy is on course Lo grow 3.6 percent this year
before reaching 3.7 percent next year then ease back to
3.6 percent in 2019, the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD) said in its latest
outlook.

The Paris-based policy forum nudged up its estimate
for this year from 3.5
percent in its last fore-
casts dating from
September, and left its
2018 projection
unchanged.

“Things look really
good now, but unless we
see some robust private
seclor aclivily and
renewal of capital stock,
generaling higher real
wages, we are not going
Lo mainlain the growth
rales we see today,”
OECD chief economist Catherine Mann told Reuters.

“There is still work to be done, we're still resting a
bil comlortably on the incoming dala, which have been
supported by fiscal and monetary policy,” she added.
Mann said that in particular companies were not invest-
ing enough to make up for the depreciation of existing
assels, and even less so in making additional invest-

Banks could support UK
economy in disorderly
Brexit: Bok

LONDON: Britain’s lenders could support the economy through a
“disorderly” Brexil, the Bank of England said yeslerday, as the sector
passed its latest round of stress tests.

The central bank ruled however that the nation’s seven top retail
banks must hold another £6.0 billion ($8.0 billion, 6.7 billion euros) in
combined capilal reserves Lo saleguard against crisis. “The stress-lest
scenario ... encompasses a wide range of UK macroeconomic risks that
could be associated with Brexit,” read a statement from the BoE’s
Financial Policy Committee (FPC).

“As a result, the FPC judges the UK banking system could continue
to support the real economy through a disorderly Brexit.” BoE gover-
nor Mark Carney, speaking at a press conference, warned however that
such a Brexit was “in nobody’s interest” and would have “an economic
impact on houscholds and businesses”.

Carney added that a disorderly Brexil “is nol a good scenario... it is
one we are all working to avoid as it has some quite material economic
costs-even if the financial system continues to operate through it”.
Britain will leave the European Union in March 2019 after the nation
voled last year Lo leave the bloc, but the lerms of ils exil and fulure
trade relationship are under negotiation. There are concerns a dead-
lock in the talks could see Britain leave without a trade deal in place,
potentially causing severe disruption to its economy.

The stress assessments were designed Lo see whether the banking
sector can weather a fierce worldwide recession, crashing house prices
and soaring unemployment. However, the BoE warned that both a
chaotic Brexit and a global recession combined with misconduct
costs-could result in “more severe” economic fallout than the tests
anticipate. The FPC regulator, established after the global financial cri-
sis and tasked with saleguarding Britain’s financial system, added it
would lift its so-called capilal buffer rate from 0.50 percent to 1.0 per-
cent from November 2018.

That will give Britain’s retail lenders combined capital reserves of
&£11.4 billion. The regulator added it would re-examine the adequacy of
the buffer rate in light of its findings. “The combination of a disorderly
Brexil and a severe global recession and stressed misconducl cosls
could result in more severe conditions than in the stress test,” the FPC

SoftBank offers
to buy Uber
shares at 30%
discount

SAN FRANCISCO: Japan's SoftBank Group
Corp is offering to purchase shares of Uber

ments for further growth.

Despile weak private investment, households and
companies were bingeing on cheap debt in many coun-
tries, exposing themselves to trouble as central banks
tighten monetary policy.

With its strongesl growth in a decade, the euro area
was seen outpacing other major developed economies
this year with 2.4 percent growth before easing to 2.1

Global economy
on course

to grow 3.6 %
this year

by an expected cut in corporate and income lax, before
easing to 2.1 percent in 2019.

The OECD trimmed its forecast for Japanese growth
this year to 1.5 percent and estimated growth would
case alterwards as budgel tightening resumed. It left its
forecast for next year at 1.2 percent and estimated
growth would fall to 1.0 percent in 2019. But it warned

SoftBank AT\

Mixed outlook

percent in 2018 and 1.9
percent in 2019. In
September, the OECD
had foreseen growth of
2.1 percent this year for
the euro area and 1.9
percenl next year.
Marginally raising its
estimates for the United
States, the OECD fore-
cast growth in the
world’s biggest economy
would pick up from 2.2
percent this vear to 2.5
percent in 2018, boosted

LONDON: Bank of England Governor Mark Carney speaks during the
Bank of England’s financial stability report at the Bank of England
incentral London yesterday. — AFP

said in its Financial Stability Report.

“In such circumstances, capital buffers would be drawn down sub-
slantially more than in the stress lest and, as a resull, banks would be
more likely to restrict lending to the real economy.”

‘Resilient to recession’

The Bank of England added yesterday that all seven lenders passed
its stress assessments for the first time since it began testing in 2014, and
are “resilient” Lo recession. Barclays and Royal Bank of Scolland strug-
gled in the central bank’s severe economic slress scenario.

However, the pair passed the latest tests as they have already taken
action to strengthen their balance sheets since the end of last year.

RBS had been the only bank Lo fail the last tests in November 2016.
“For the first time since the Bank of England launched its stress Lests in
2014, no bank needs to strengthen its capital position as a result of the
stress lest,” the BoE added yesterday. “The 2017 stress lest shows the
UK banking system is resilient to deep simultancous recessions in the
UK and global economies, large falls in asset prices and a separate stress

of misconduct costs.” — AP

B — —

that government debt, the highest ever seen in an
OECD member at 220 percent of GDP, posed a serious
risk and required a broad-based plan to maintain confi-
dence in Japan’s fiscal sustainability.

Technologies Inc al a valualion of $48 billion,
a 30 percent discount to its most recent valu-
ation of $68.5 billion, a person familiar with
the matter said on Monday.

The investment, which was approved by the
Uber board in October, would also trigger a
string ol governance changes al Uber that
would limil some early shareholders’ voling
power, expand the board from 11 to 17 direc-

tors and cul the influence of former Chiel

Executive Travis Kalanick.

The investment and board moves are sup-
ported by new Chief Executive Dara
KKhosrowshahi and come at the end ol a year
of scandals and change for Uber, including the
announcement last week thal execulives cov-
ered up a major hack in 2016. The consortium
of investors led by SoftBank and Dragoneer
Investment Group plan Lo lake a stake ol al
least 14 percent in the ride-services company.
The tender offer will launch, sources told
Reuters, and investors have nearly a month to
respond. The SoftBank-led investor group will

TOKYO: This file photo taken on February 8, 2017 shows the logo of
Japanese mobile provider SoftBank is displayed at an entrance of a shop in
Tokyo’s shopping district Ginza. — AFP

acquire two of the new board seats, with the
remaining four going to independent directors.

If there are nol enough interested sellers,
SoltBank can still walk away [rom the deal.
SoftBank is also expected to make a separate
$1 billion investment in the company at the
$68.5 billion valuation. Another person famil-
iar with the deal said the offer price was in line
with what investors had been expecting.
SoftBank’s offer is close to what Uber was
worth in 2015, when shares were priced a little

less than $40 apiece for a $51 billion valuation,
according to data from PitchBook Inc. Even at
the discounted price, Uber is the world’s sec-
ond-highest valued private venture-backed
company, after China’s ride-service company
Didi Chuxing, and the offer is a chance for
early investors Lo lock in substantial profits
and for employees to cash in shares that have
to date only had value on paper. Shareholders,
including employees, with at least 10,000
shares are cligible to sell. — Reuters

Diplomats
search for
ways Lo save
trade system

GENEVA: Diplomats are searching for
ways to prevent the global trade dis-
pute resolution system from freezing
up, after the Trump administration
blocked appointments to the body that
acts as the supreme court for global
trade. US President Donald Trump has
vetoed the appointment of judges to
fill vacancies on the seven-member
Apellate Body of the World Trade
Organization, which provides final
decisions in arguments between coun-
tries over trade.

“Members are already having a
conversation about what to do with
this situation,” WTO Director General
Roberto Azevedo told reporters.
“They are floaling ideas, they are dis-
cussing. We have to see how that
evolves.” The WTO normally has sev-
en judges and needs three to sign off
on every appeal ruling. But two have
left and another goes in December,
leaving only four - just one above the
minimum - Lo deal with a growing
backlog of trade disputes.

Azevedo said he did not think the
situation was a threat to the WTO’s
survival but it was already having an
impact, and the longer it went on the
more aculely it would be felt.

Camey weighs
into contested
exit of LSE

boss

LONDON: The head of the Bank of
England called yesterday for clarity on
the contested departure of London
Stock Exchange chiefl Xavier Rolet and
suggested his exit should go ahead.
“Everything comes to an end,” said
BoE governor Mark Carney, when
asked about the ongoing spat at a
press conference on the outcome of
banking stress tests.

London Stock Exchange Group
announced in October that Rolet would
leave the company by the end of 2018
alter almost a decade in charge.
Activist investor The Children’s
Investment Fund (TCI), which holds
five percent of LSEG, has since ques-
tioned whether Rolet chose to leave or
was pushed oul by a board of directors
amid reported concerns over his man-
agement slyle.

LSEG is meanwhile due to hold a
shareholder meeting before the end of

DRESDEN: A shopper carries bags in a shopping center decorated for Christmas yesterday
in Dresden, eastern Germany. Global economic growth is set to peak at an eight-year high
next year, the OECD said yesterday. —AFP

The OECD Ieft its estimates for China unchanged,
forecasting growth would slow from 6.8 percent this
year to 6.6 percent in 2018 and 6.4 percent in 2019 as
exports slow. — Reuters

In a confidential note sent to all
WTO members on Monday, a copy of
which was reviewed by Reuters, the
Appellate Body said departing judges
would continue working after they left
on appeals filed before their terms
ended. The United Slales has objected
to that practice in the past.

Appointments to the Appellate
Body are meant to be unanimously
agreed by all 164 members, like all
decisions at the WTO. The fine print
says the WTO can swilch lo majorily
voling if necessary, but diplomats are
reluctant to do that for fear of unravel-
ling a system that relies on consensus
as a bulwark to protectionism.
Azevedo said the Trump administration
had made clear it had misgivings about
the way the world trade system has
functioned, although it had not linked
any specific demands for reform with
the decision to halt appointments to
the appeals panel.

The Trump administration has not
publicly explained why it is blocking
the appointment of judges to the trade
panel. The US mission to the WTO in
Geneva declined to comment.

Emergency
Several trade experts said the move
seemed to fit Trump’s ideology of favor-
ing bilateral trade deals over the multi-
lateral system embodied by the WTO.
Pieter Jan Kuijper, professor of law at
the University of Amsterdam, said
Trump’s trade representative, Robert
Lighthizer, preferred the pre-WTO
practice of negotiating the outcome of
trade disputes rather than being bound

by WTO rulings. —Reuters

the year lo discuss and vole on
whether Roletl should be asked to stay
until 2021. “I'm a bil mystified aboul
the debate because we knew about the
succession plan, we stayed close to the
situalion,” said Carney veslerday,
responding to a reporter’s question on
the row. “I can’l envisage a silualion
where a CEO slavs on beyond the
agreed period.”

LSEG shareholders will also discuss
the possible ousting of chairman
Donald Brydon-who TCI hold respon-
sible for what they see as a premature
eviction of a successful boss.
Frenchman Rolet joined LSEG in 2009,
after his Dutch predecessor Clara
Furse started steering the group
through the global financial crisis.

Rolet transformed the group into a
global [inancial heavyweight, oversee-
ing a surge in the company’s markel
value to nearly £14 billion ($18.5 bil-
lion, 15.7 billion euros) from £800 mil-
lion. Under his management, the com-
pany bought US assel manager Russell
for $2.7 billion to diversify and boost
its business in the United States, and
also bought British clearing house
LCH.Clearnel. But its altempt to merge
with Franfurt stock markels were
blocked earlier this year by the
European Union, which cited concerns
aboul competition and the fallout [rom
Brexit. — AFP
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Euro stocks advance; Shell energizes LSE

LONDON: Europe’s stock markets took to higher
ground yvesterday, with London energized by Roval
Dutch Shell, dealers said. Shell rallied after the ener-
gy giant pledged to resume all-cash sharcholder
dividends on improving profitability thanks to higher
oil prices and deep cost-cutting.

Shares in the Anglo-Dutch titan soared almost
3.50 percent as investors welcomed the news, top-
ping the FTSE 100 risers’ board. The news also
dragged rival BP 0.8-percent higher.

“A very good morning for Royal Dutch Shell
allowed the FTSE to ignore issues in both its mining
and banking sectors,” said Spreadex analyst Connor
Campbell. “The oil giant rocketed 3.5 percent higher
after it restored an all-cash dividend. “This growth
could not come at a better time for the FTSE, which
jumped more than half a percent largely on the
strength of Shell’s gains and the subsequent rise
from BP,” he added.

London’s financial sector was somewhat boosted
after the Bank of England declared Britain’s top sev-

en banks had passed its latest stress tests. All seven-
comprising Barclays, HSBC, Royal Bank of Scotland,
Llovds, Nationwide, Santander and Standard
Chartered-passed its stress assessments for the first
time since it began testing in 2014, and are
“resilient” to recession.

But Barclays and RBS fared the worst, struggling
in the central bank’s severe economic stress sce-
nario. RBS shares nevertheless gained 0.1 percent in
value but Barclays stumbled 1.0 percent lower.

Caution prevails in Asia

Elsewhere, Asian traders shifted cautiously yes-
terday with Chinese stocks swinging back and
forth, while concerns grew about the future of the
much-vaunted US tax reforms. After months of
gains across global equities, investors are taking a
step back on unease that some valuations may be
too high, though bitcoin continued its surge to
new records and was on course to break the
$10,000 mark.

Shanghai ended a volatile day up 0.3 percent, hav-
ing lost more than three percent since Wednesday
with mainland dealers spooked by Beijing’s crack-
down on risky dealing. A warning from authorities last
week about the sharp rise in one of the country’s
best-performing stocks added to worries. Analysts
have also noted a lack of intervention by state-
backed firms to support key issues, indicating a will-
ingness to see prices fall to cool the market. Greg
McKenna, chief market strategist at Axilrader, also
pointed out that several data reports have undershot
expectations recently, raising worries about the
Chinese economy.

“That means the first two weeks of December,
when we get the next monthly update on the Chinese
economy, are going to be very important,” he added.
After months of gains across global equities, investors
are taking a step back on unease that some valuations
may be too high, though bitcoin continued its surge to
new records and was on course to break the $10,000
mark. Shanghai ended a volatile day up 0.3 percent,

having lost more than three percent since Wednesday
with mainland dealers spooked by Beijing’s crackdown
on risky dealing.

A warning from authorities last week about the
sharp rise in one of the country’s best-performing
stocks added to worries. Analysts have also noted a
lack of intervention by state-backed firms to support
key issues, indicating a willingness to see prices fall to
cool the market.

Eyes on Washington

Eves are now on Washington where senators are
expected to vote on Donald Trump’s tax-cut plans, but
there are fears his Republican party might not be able
to muster enough votes to push it through.

While the passage of the bill would likely fire up
global markets, analysts are concerned its failure
could lead to a correction. Expectations Trump would
push through his market-friendly measures of cutting
taxes, ramping up infrastructure spending and cutting
red tape have helped fuel a global rally. — AFP
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KFH to participate in World
Islamic Banking Conference

Conference to be held in Bahrain from Dec 4-6

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) will
participate in the 24th Annual World Islamic
Banking Conference (WIBC) themed “Drivers
of Economic Growth and Risks: Policy Makers
& Regulators” to be held in Bahrain from 4-6
December.

KFH's participation as a platinum strategic
partner for the 3rd conseculive year comes as
part of ils ongoing commitment towards laking
part in the international financial forums that
seek to improve Islamic banking and under-

score the importance of this industry regionally
and globally. KFH delegation is chaired by the
Group CEO Mazin Al-Nahedh. Also, KFH-
Bahrain CEO Abdulhakeem Alkhayyat is partic-
ipaling in a discussion panel in the conference
that will be held under the sponsorship of
Rasheed Mohammed Al-Maraj Governor,
Central Bank of Bahrain.

The conlerence is seen as a good opportuni-
ty for bankers and lawmakers to exchange
experiences and participate in important dis-

ABK and Emirates
Skywards celebrate
15 years of partnership

KUWAIT: To mark the 15th anniversary of its
partnership, Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) and
Emirales Skywards yeslerday announced ils
latest promotion, with more than 1.5 million
Skywards Miles up for grabs. The promotion,
which runs from Ist December until 31st
December 2017, will give 15 ABK customers
the chance to win 100,000 Skywards Miles
each.

Stewart Lockie, General Manager of Retail
Banking at Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait said: “With
an aim to offer unmatched services to cus-
tomers, our 15-year partnership with Emirates
Skywards has grown stronger over the years
on the back of distinctive offerings and pre-
mium services [rom both organizations. We
believe our co-branded credit and prepaid
cards raise the quality of our customers’ trav-
el experiences, bringing to them a world of
exclusive privileges that will make their jour-

neys unique and memorable.”

“This promotion will offer our customers
the chance to amass a substantial amount of
Skywards Miles, regardless ol their travel
habits, and gives them the opportunity to
experience travelling with one of the world’s
faslesl growing airlines, empowered by their
ABK cards.”

The promotion covers all ABK Emirates
Credil Cards through point-of-sale and cash
withdrawal transactions, and the ABK
Emirates Prepaid Card through point-of-sale
transaclions only. The cards must be issued
before the promotion start date of Ist
December 2017, in order to be eligible to
enter the draw, and requires a minimum spend
of KD 100 through the transaction period in
order Lo enter the monthly draw event.

Customers can earn | draw point for each
KD 10 spent, and 3 draw points for every KD

Markets get wake-up

call from China’s

deleveraging moves

HONG KONG: The pace at which Beijing is
announcing deleveraging reforms [ollowing
last month’s Communist Party Congress is a
wake-up call for investors in Chinese markets:
risk just gol real. Sweeping new rules for the
assel management industry, a crackdown on
micro loans and losses imposed on the credi-
tors of the state-owned Chongging Iron &
Steel are not yet a “Big Bang” of reforms.

Some of the measures were well flagged
and will only kick in 2019. But they are send-
ing a signal to markets that policymakers are
serious about deleveraging, something that
has been urged by the International Monelary
Fund and ratings agencies for years and
flagged as a top priority by President Xi
Jinping at the parly congress. Debl markets
reacted first, with benchmark 10-year bor-
rowing costs hitting three-year highs above 4
percent and yield spreads belween govern-
ment and corporate debt widening as policy-
makers appear more tolerant of defaults.

Last week, the debt sell-off spilled over
into equities, which saw their worst day in 19
months, and markets have since weakened
further. “The pace of new regulations” being
announced “does look somewhat surprising,”
said Alexander Wolf, senior emerging markets
economist al Aberdeen Standard Investments.
“It might have caught some people off guard.”

But, he said, policymakers were ultimately

trying to reduce risks in the system. “So I
think that’s positive even il there’s some short-
term volatility.” Two weeks ago, the central
bank and the top regulators for banking,
insurance, securilies and foreign exchange
announced unified rules covering asset man-
agement. The aim was to close loopholes that
allow regulatory arbitrage, reduce leverage
levels, eliminate the implicit guarantees some
financial institutions offer against investment
losses and rein in shadow banking.

Last week, a top-level Chinese government
body issued an urgent notice to provincial
governments urging them to suspend regula-
tory approval for new internet micro-lenders
in a bid to curb household debt, which is cur-
rently low but rising rapidly.

In the meantime, creditors of Chongqing
Iron & Steel Co took a 70 percent loss in a
debt-to-equity swap restructuring of nearly
40 billion yuan ($6 billion) of debt.

It's not the first time the authorities have
tried to gel markets to price risk. In March
2014, Shanghai Chaori Solar Energy Science
and Technology Co Ltd missed a bond inter-
est payment, marking China’s first domestic
bond default. But about six months later,
domestic bondholders were bailed out after
the default caused a jump in corporate bond
vields. Debt-to-equity swaps are complex
operations that are harder to undo than a

Safat Home launches
biggest sale in Kuwait
with up to 75% discounts
on 5,000 products!

KUWAIT: The largest home sale has finally
arrived in Kuwait! Safat Home, Kuwait’s
leading home furnishing retailer, launched its
biggest sale of the year with discounts of up
to 75 percent on over 5,000 products that
range from living room sets, bedrooms, din-
ing tables, themes and brands, sanitary and
tiles, as well as a wide range of accessories.

Running from November 23 to January 1,
the sale offers quality products and the lat-
est trends are found under one roof and at
very affordable and competitive prices, all at
Safat Home’s showrooms located in Al-Rai,
Shuwaikh, Fahaheel, its Cilekstore in Tilal
Mall, and its most recent showroom inaugu-
rated in Jahra.

Enabling everyone Lo renew their home
for a brand-new look during the winter sea-
son, Safal Home has included a special pro-
motion on kitchens, offering customers
amazing prices starting from KD59 per

meter, a warranty for a lifetime, and free
design delivery and installation service.
Constantly rewarding customers and
ensuring their satisfaction, Safat Home
offers the largest variety of home furnishing
styles and products in Kuwait, catering to all
tastes, demographics and lifestyles. The
available collections run the gamut from the
classical, luxurious, contemporary and mini-
malist, giving customers thal furniture set
they really need or a stylish mixture of
accessories that are guaranteed to add
beauty and pizzazz to any corner in their
house. Customers can lake advantage of the
biggest sale of the year by visiting the
Shuwaikh showroom located near Yusul A
Alghanim Service and Maintenance Center,
or the Al-Rai showroom located in
SafatAlghanim, or the Fahaheel showroom
located on Dabbous Street, above X-cite.
Children rooms furniture are also available

cussions for the benefit of Islamic finance and
global economy. Several key points will be dis-
cussed at the conference such as Global Sukuk
Market Trends and Development, Use of Gold
as a Financial Product in Islamic Finance,
Strengthening and Developing the Islamic
Economy, Harnessing Digital Technologies to
Stay Competitive and Address Evolving
Customer Preferences, Sustainable, Equitable
and Inclusive Growth -Enhancing financial
inclusion through Islamic Finance, and New

10 spent overseas in foreign currency.
Additionally, purchases made on the emi-
rales.com website using an ABK Credit or
Prepaid card during the campaign period
earns the cardholder double the draw points.
The more draw points the customers collects,
the better their chances of winning.

The Skywards Miles will be credited to
the customer’s Emirates Skywards member-
ship account (EK number), which can be
redeemed for reward flights and upgrades on
Emirates, as well as luxury hotel stays, fun-
filled family days out, or even tickets to a
wide range of sporting and cultural events

missed bond payment and analysts say the
move signals a clear path for tackling high
corporate debt levels, which the Bank for
International Settlements estimates at 1.6
times the size of the economy.

“If you own the wrong stuff you're in trou-
ble because they are not going Lo bail you out
any more,” said Joshua Crabb, head of Asian
equities at Old Mutual Global Investors.

No panic

Crabb, however, remains bullish on China.
Likewise, Aberdeen’s Wolf says China is “loo
big to ignore” and will look for select opportu-
nities in other sectors aligned to policy priori-
ties, such as consumption and technology,
while avoiding the small banks that lose busi-
ness as corporates deleverage. A key reason is
that, unlike during the 2015 “Black Monday”
stock market sell-off, there are fewer reasons
to panic. Back then, valuations were 25 percent
higher and China’s capital account was more
open, allowing the sell-off to spill over into the
foreign exchange market and damage investor
confidence. China has since made it harder to
move money overseas - September’s crack-
down on cryptocurrencies being the latest
move to close an exit route - so policymakers
have better hopes of keeping the yuan stable.
“Depreciation fears have somewhat alleviated
and policy makers have been doing a great job
in terms of managing outflows and changing
overall expectations,” said Jean-Charles
Sambor, deputy head of emerging market debt
at BNP Paribas Asset Management.

He said, however, that the recent announce-
ments warranted a switch to government debt
from corporale debl as he expecled default
rates to rise, while public debt should benefit
from being included in MSCI'’s widely used
bond indexes. — Reuters

at the CILEK showroom located in Tilal
Complex or our new showroom in
JahrahMikhyal mall.

The Shuwaikh showroom is open from
9am to 1lpm every day, while the Al-Rai
showroom operates from 9:30am until mid-
night every day, and the Fahaheel showroom
is open from 9am to 10pm. The Cilek show-
room is open from 10am to 10pm every day
JahraMikhyal mall is open from 9am to
10pm. For the past 75 vears, Alghanim has
been a highly-respected family & brand
name; Safat Home is proud to be part of that
heritage. Safat Home brings a wide range of
products, great value, friendly shopping
environment and exceptional service.

The Safat Home concept has been evolv-
ing ever since the home furnishings business
was launched more than five years ago, as
“Furniture at Al-Rai Safat”. Today, Safat
Home displays an impressive collection of
furniture, home furnishings and decorative
accessories to make your house a home,
whether it is an apartment, chalet or villa.
The inspiring and exclusive designs are
carefully sourced from around the world
including USA, Italy, Holland, England,
Belgium and Turkey. Whether customers
seek the classic Kuwaiti look, the traditional
‘American Home’ decor, or the contempo-
rary modern house, Safat Home offers prod-
ucls, accessories and services Lo furnish any
dream home.

Horizons for Islamic Finance.

KFH strives to sponsor events and activi-
ties that aim al developing the Islamic finance
industry that is witnessing remarkable growth
and gaining great momentum regionally and
globally. Moreover, KFH, thanks to its exten-
sive experience and long track record in this
industry, not to mention the huge geographi-
cal expansion, strengthens ils position and
reputation as a reference for Islamic banking
and finance.
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Bank conveniently

and safely with

NBK Business ATMs

KUWAIT: National Bank of
Kuwait supports Kuwail’s growing
communily of young entrepre-
neurs through services especially
tailored to the needs of small to
medium businesses. Now Business
Banking account holders at NBK
can apply for numerous cards that
allows them access to do their
banking transactions at more than
95 automated teller machines
(ATMs) across Kuwait and online

These Business Banking-dedi-
cated ATMs allow businesses to deposit,
withdraw or transfer funds 24 hours, seven
days a week. Customers may also view their
accounts through inquiry options and make
online transactions. “Businesses have a differ-
ent set of banking needs and at NBK we aim
to meet the needs of Kuwait’s young entre-
preneurs now and in the future,” said Bader
Al-Mutawaa, Assistant General Manager-
Consumer Banking Group, National Bank of
Kuwait. “We are continuously developing dig-
ital banking options that provide safe, secure
access for our customers as part of the Bank’s
long term strategy.

NBK’s Business Banking-dedicated ATM

Burgan Bank will

SO0n announce

Bader Al-Mutawaa

cards that provide customers with
another reliable and secure cash
flow management tool while also
ensuring full privacy and conven-
ience. Business Banking accounts
will also receive ATM cards that
can be personalized.

Businesses may also ulilize
‘limited ATM cards * where mes-
sengers can pay for necessary
government related transactions
and can only deposil securely
without receipt showing balances,
for private and secure banking.

NBK Business Banking offers a range of
services and payment solutions for local busi-
nesses that includes POS and payment gate-
way. They can also apply for NBKs salary
portal, providing an efficient, secure and con-
venient way to pay employee salaries online.

As parl of ils commilment lo a safe and
stable business environment for Kuwait, NBK
also provides businesses insurance including
buildings, stocks, business inlerruplions, cash
cover, fidelity and life insurance. Customers
can apply for a business banking account by
visiting the award-winning inleractlive
NBK.com website.

winner of Al-Thuraya
salary account draw

Al-Thuraya

i

i -
L I

account winner
will be announced
soon!

KUWAIT: Burgan Bank will soon be
announcing the lucky winner of its Al-
Thuraya Salary Account. The winner will be
granted a Nissan Patrol SUV. The draw
rewards new and existing customers who
transfer their salary to Burgan bank a chance
to win a Nissan Patrol SUV every month.

The draw is parl of Burgan Bank’s
approach of rewarding loyal customers with
higher chances of winning while encouraging
new customers Lo benefit from the bank’s
unique offerings. With the monthly draw,
every KD 10 available in the account provides
the customer a chance to win.

The Al-Thuraya Account’s fealures range
from the option to hold money in Kuwaiti
dinar and any other major currencies, access
to account-related services such as standing
orders, loans and credit cards and much more.

Established in 1977, Burgan Bank is the
voungesl commercial Bank and second
largest by assets in Kuwait, with a significant
focus on the corporale and financial institu-
tions sectors, as well as having a growing
retail, and private bank customer base.
Burgan Bank has majority owned subsidiaries
in the MENAT region supported by one of

the largest regional branch networks.

The Bank has continuously improved its
performance over the vears through an
expanded revenue structure, diversified fund-
ing sources, and a strong capital base. The
adoption of state-of-the-art services and
technology has positioned it as a trendsetter
in the domestic market and within the MENA
region. Burgan Bank’s brand has been created
on a foundation of real values - of trust, com-
mitment, excellence and progression, to
remind us of the high standards to which we
aspire. ‘People come first’ is the foundation on
which its products and services are devel-
oped. The bank was re-certified with the
prestigious ISO 9001:2008, making it the first
bank in the GCC, and the only bank in Kuwait
to receive such accreditation for the third
consecutive year. The Bank also has Lo ils
credit the distinction of being the only Bank in
ICuwait to have won the JP Morgan Chase
Quality Recognition Award for twelve con-
seculive years.

Burgan Bank, a subsidiary of KIPCO
(Kuwait Projects Company), is a strongly
positioned regional Bank in the MENA
region.
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2018 Chevrolet Impala comes
with new standard features

All-new Impala available at Chevrolet Alghanim showrooms

KUWAIT: Chevrolet Alghanim, the exclusive distributor of
Chevrolet vehicles in Kuwait, introduced the all-new Impala
2018 which comes with new standard features Lo bring cus-
tomers a luxury sedan loaded with advanced technology and
brimming with power.

Available at all Chevrolet Alghanim showrooms, the Impala
2018 sets itself apart from competition thanks to its advanced
standard features including the Rear Vision Camera, the 8-inch
infotainment touchscreen with Apple CarPlay and Android
Auto, the Passive Entry/Passive Start for kevless entry, the Push
Start Engine and the Rear Park Assist.

New standard features

A standard feature to the all-new Impala 2018 is its Rear
Vision Camera which enables drivers o see slationary objects
behind them while reversing at low speeds. The Rear Vision
Camera comes with the Rear Park Assist fealures, giving driv-
ers a smooth and enjoyable driving experience.

The 2018 Impala also offers other high-tech convenience
including its brilliant 8-inch Chevrolet MyLink touchscreen
with Apple CarPlay and Android Auto which provides infor-
mation, entertainment and constant connection. The touch-
screen enables users to order and choose apps with a simple
drag-and-drop control. The system also includes a variety of
music options that sound all the more incredible with the great
interior acoustics of the Impala.

The Passive Entry/Passive Start
provides a luxury entry in the
Impala by simply pressing the sen-
sor on the door handle to unlock,
and then with a push of a button,
start the car’s engine, all while leav-
ing the keys in the pocket.

Also 2018 Impala offers oth-
er high-tech convenience such
as the Remote Starter System
to start the vehicle in a press of
a button.  When started

come standard - more than most other vehicles in the full-
size sedan segment. Impala also features Stabilitrak(r) to
help you keep control
in all types of weather
condition and
Collision Mitigation
Braking technology to
help reduce the impact
of a collision. The car
also comes with stan-
dard safety features
which include Rear
Cross Traffic Alert,
Side Blind Zone Alert
and Forward Collision

Luxury sedan
loaded with
advanced
technology

remolely, the doors immediately
lock, and the climate controls
activate to their most previous setting, warming or cooling
the interior appropriately.

Performance and best-in-class safety
The Impala 2018 distinguishes itself in its class thanks to
a 3.6L V-6 engine that's the most powerful naturally aspirat-
ed six-cylinder engine in the segment. Outpult for the engine
is rated at 305 horsepower. Impala is loaded with some of
the most advanced safety features available.10 air bags

L
Pressured for profit,
oil majors bet big
on shale technology

HOUSTON: Shale oil engineer Oscar Portillo spends his
days drilling as many as five wells at once - without
ever selling foot on a rig. Part of a team working to cut
the cost of drilling a new shale well by a third, Portillo
works from a Royal Dutch Shell Plc office in suburban
Houston, his eyes darting among 13 monitors flashing
data on speed, temperature and other metrics as he
helps control rigs more than 500 miles (805 km) away
in the Permian Basin, the largest US oilfield.

For the last decade, smaller oil companies have led
the way in shale technology, slashing costs by as much
as half with breakthroughs such as horizontal drilling
and hydraulic fracking that turned the United States
into the world'’s fastest-growing energy exporter.

Now, oil majors that were slow to seize on shale are
seeking further efficiencies by adapting technologies
for highly automated offshore operations to shale and
pursuing advances in digitalization that have reshaped
industries from auto manufacturing to retail.

If they are successful, the US oil industry’s ability to
bring more wells to production at lower cost could amp
up future output and company profits. The firms could
also frustrate the ongoing effort by The Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) effort to drain a
global oil glut.

“We’re bringing science into the art of drilling
wells,” Portillo said. The technological push comes amid
worries that US shale gains are slowing as investors
press for higher financial returns. Many investors want
producers to restrain spending and focus on generating
higher returns, not volume, prompting some to pull
back on drilling.

Production al a majority of publicly traded shale
producers rose just 1.3 percent over the first three
quarters this year, according to Morgan Stanley. But
many US shale producers vowed during third quarter
earnings disclosures to deliver higher returns through
technology, with many forecasting aggressive output
hikes into 2018. Chevron Corp is using drones
equipped with thermal imaging to detect leaks in oil
tanks and pipelines across its shale fields, avoiding tra-
ditional ground inspections and lengthy shutdowns.

Ryan Lance, chief executive of ConocoPhillips - the
largest US independent oil and gas producer - sees
ample opportunily to boost both profits and output.
Conoco also oversees remote drilling operations in a
similar way to Shell. “The people that don't have shale
in their portfolios don’t understand it, frankly,” Lance
said in an interview. “They think it’s going to go away
quickly because of the high decline rates, or that the
resource is nol nearly that substantial. They’re wrong
on both counts.”

Shell, in an initiative called “iShale,” has marshaled
technology from a dozen oilfield suppliers, including
devices from subsea specialist TechnipFMC Plc that
separale fracking sand from oil and well-control soft-
ware from Emerson Electric Co, to bring more automa-
tion and data analysis to shale operations. One idea
borrowed [rom deepwaler projecls is using sensors Lo
automatically adjust well flows and control separators
that divvy natural gas, oil and water. Today, these sub-
sea systems are expensive because they are built to
operate at the extreme pressures and temperatures
found miles under the ocean’s surface. —Reuters

Alert. A key advance-

ment made on the
newly launched Impala is in its reinforced high-strength
steel safety cage to give drivers and passengers the protec-
tion and confidence they need on every drive. Owners of the
all-new Impala 2018 benefit as well from the Chevrolet
Complete Care Program, which provides many additional
services to enrich their experience with Chevrolet Alghanim.

Chevrolet “Complete Care” Program
All customers who purchase a Chevrolel from Yusufl A.

Russia loses contact
with satellite

after launch from
new spaceport

MOSCOW: Russia said it had lost contact yesterday with a
wealher satellite just hours after it was launched from its
Vostochny cosmodrome, in only the second rocket liftoff
from the new spaceport.

The glitch is a fresh embarrassment for Russia’s belea-
guered space program which has suffered a series of sel-
backs over recent years as Moscow seeks to ease depend-
ence on the Baikonur cosmodrome in Kazakhstan.

“During the first scheduled communication session with
the space vehicle, contact has not been established
because it is not on its planned orbit,” the Russian space
agency Roscosmos said in a statement.

“Information is currently being analyzed.” The state-
ment did not provide further details and its representatives
declined immediate comment. Marking another milestone
after the inaugural liftoff last year, the Soyuz rocket carry-
ing the Meteor weather satellite and other equipment took
off at 2:41 pm (0541 GMT) from far eastern Russia.

“All the initial stages of the rocket’s flight went accord-
ing to plan,” Roscosmos said after the liftoff. National tele-
vision broadcast live footage of the launch, showing the
rocket taking off into a grey sky in the Amur region near
the Chinese border. Apart from the weather satellite, the
rockel carried 18 payloads from institutions and compa-
nies in Canada, the United States, Japan, Germany, Sweden
and Norway, the space agency said.

Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev said Monday that
such contracts would help Russia modernise its space
industry. “The launch of foreign devices with the help of
Russian launch vehicles should strengthen our positions on
the global market of space services and increase the vol-
ume of extra-budgetary funds and investments,”
Medvedev told a meeling.

The first launch from Vostochny spaceport took place
in April 2016, with President Vladimir Putin overseeing the
take-off. It represented a major development for the coun-
try’s space sector, with the new cosmodrome touted to
mark a rebirth of an industry plagued by a string of
embarrassments. In December last year, an unmanned
Progress ship carrying supplies lost contact with Earth

Alghanim & Sons benefit of the Chevrolet Care Program, which
entails new levels of post-sale support and trust. The Chevrolet
Complete Care Program is an exceptional customer service
that is based on four main pillars: competitive and transparent
service costs (especially for four-wheel drive vehicles), sched-
uled service appointment booking with same day delivery,

quality service by certified technicians and 3yr/100,000km
warranty with 24x7 roadside assistance for 4 vears.

Customers can view and test the all-new Impala 2018 at
any of Chevrolet Alghanim showrooms at the following loca-
tions: Shuwaikh, Al-Rai (Safat Alghanim), Sharq, Fahaheel
and Ahmadi.

The Soyuz-2.1b rocket carrying Russia’s Meteor-M 2-1 weather satellite and other equipment
lifts off from the launch pad at the Vostochny cosmodrome outside the city of Uglegorsk, about
200 kms from the city of Blagoveshchensk in the far eastern Amur region yesterday.—AFP

minutes after blast-off and burnt up in the atmosphere
over Siberia. In April 2015, a failed Progress launch was
also blamed on a problem with the Soyuz rocket, a space
workhorse dating back to the Cold War-cra.

Launches ‘will grow’

The third launch from Vostochny is scheduled for
December 22. “The program of launches will conlinue next
vear - it will grow, increase,” Deputy Prime Minister
Dmitry Rogozin, who oversees space, told Medvedev on
Monday. The Kremlin's goal is to ease Russia’s depend-
ence on Baikonur in Kazakhstan, a launchpad Moscow has
been forced to rent since the collapse of the Soviet Union.

Russia is also home to the Plesetsk cosmodrome in the
north, which is used for satellite launches and missile test-
ing. But Vostochny, like Baikonur, is closer to the equator,
making launches cheaper and more energy-efficient.

The new cosmodrome currently has one launchpad for
the Sovuz, the only rocket currently being used for
manned space flights. Rogozin said he planned to chair a
meeting at the launchpad set to address a second con-
struction phase that will see the country build a reinforced
launchpad for the new Angara rocket.

The launch of the Angara, which is being tested to
replace the ageing Proton workhorse rockets, is scheduled
for 2021. Construction on the new spaceport began in 2012
but has been marred by labor disputes, corruption scan-
dals and delays. The first satellite launch had been sched-
uled for late 2015, but setbacks forced authorities to
review the timetable.

In Oclober, Russia launched from Plesetsk a European
satellite dedicated to monitoring the Earth’s atmosphere,
the protective layer that shields the planet from the sun’s
radiation. —AFP

Scandal-hit Uber
hits the road to
reassure
regulators

TOKYO: Uber executives are travelling the
globe Lo reassure regulalors thal the compa-
ny is changing the way it does business, after
a massive data breach became the latest con-
troversy Lo hurt the ride-service firm’s repu-
tation. Uber Technologies Inc is also continu-
ing talks with Japan’s SoftBank Group Corp
over an investment, Brooks Entwislle, Uber’s
recently appointed chief business officer for
Asia Pacific, told Reuters on Monday.

Uber disclosed last week that it covered

up an October 2016 data breach involving
57 million customers and about 600,000
drivers. The company said it paid two hack-
ers $100,000 Lo destroy the stolen data and
keep the matter a secret.

The revelation, made by Uber’s new
Chicef Executive Officer Dara Khosrowshahi
in a blog post, prompted governments in
countries including Britain, the United
States, Mexico, Australia and the Philippines
to launch probes into the breach and Uber’s
handling of the matter.

The global backlash will test Uber’s new
collaborative approach to regulators, a stark
change from the rule-breaking culture cre-
ated by former CEO Travis Kalanick. “We
have changed tacks in so many ways in
dealing with regulators, dealing with gov-
ernments,” Entwistle said in an interview in
Tokyo, where he is meeling Japanese offi-
cials and potential business partners.
Nevertheless, Chicago Mayor Rahm

Emanuel and Kimberly Foxx, the public
prosecutor for Cook County, lllinois, said on
Monday they filed a consumer fraud lawsuit
against Uber for its failure to protect the data
of its customers and drivers, accusing the
company of violating local laws by failing to
promptly disclose the breach. “We are com-
milted o changing the way we do business,
putting integrity at the core of every decision
we make, and working hard to regain the
trust of consumers,” Uber said in a statement.

Also on Monday, fresh questions came
from US lawmakers demanding an explana-
tion for the company’s handling of the
breach. Republican senators John Thune,
Orrin Hatch, Jerry Moran and Bill Cassidy
sent a letter to Khosrowshahi seeking
answers about the data theft and cover-up,
which they called “a serious incident that
merits further scrutiny.” The senators
requested a response from Uber by Dec. 11.
Hatch chairs the Senate Committee on

Finance and Thune chairs the Commerce
Science and Transportation Committee. In a
separate letter sent Monday, Senator Mark
Warner, a Democrat and advocate of the
technology industry including the on-
demand sector that includes Uber, sent a
letter to Khosrowshahi with detailed ques-
tions about Uber’s securily systems and
rationale for covering up the breach.

The disclosure of the 2016 data breach at
a time when Uber is trying to bring in
SoftBank as an investor has spurred specu-
lation about the price of the deal. SoftBank
and Dragoneer Investment Group agreed on
Nov. 12 to lead a group that would invest as
much as $10 billion in Uber, people [amiliar
with the deal previously told Reuters. The
sroup plans to directly invest $1 billion to
%1.25 billion at Uber’s current $69 billion
valuation, and also buy at a lower valuation
shares held by existing investors and
employees. —Reuters
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Abusive digital avatars might help
schizophrenics fight ‘voices’: Study

Taking their medication throughout the trial

PARIS: “You're rubbish. You're rubbish.
You're a wasle of space.” The compuler
avatar pulls no punches as it lays into the
young woman, a schizophrenia sufferer, facing
the screen. “Can you go away, please?” the
woman asks, limidly at first. Bul alter some
time, emboldened, she asserts: “I am not going
Lo listen to you any more!” The exchange is
part of an innovalive treatment developed by
specialists in London and Manchester for
people with schizophrenia who “hear voices”.
And it seems to work, the team reported
Iriday.

Of 75 people who underwent “avalar ther-
apy” in a three-month trial, seven “completely
stopped hearing their voices,” according to
the authors of a study published in The Lancet
Psychiatry. In the group overall there were
“really large and significanl decreases in the
amount of distress people felt in relation to
their voices, the number of limes a day they
heard the voices, and the extent lo which they
felt overpowered by the voice,” said lead
author Tom Craig of King’s College London.
In a comparison group of 75 patients who
received counseling instead of avatar therapy,
two said their hallucinations had stopped, the
team found. All the participants continued tak-
ing their medication throughout the trial.

About two thirds of schizophrenia sufferers
live with “voices” — imaginary people who
“speak” to them, typically to insult and threat-
en. It is a “horrible and distressing” condition,
Craig said. Mosl experience the voice as
dominant, even omnipotent, and feel inferior
and powerless in comparison. For most, drugs
reduce the symptoms but about one in four
conlinue hearing voices, said the study.

More in control
The new treatment helps schizophrenia suf-
ferers confront these disembodied scolds, and

learn to dominate them. All 150 participants
had experienced persistent and distressing
hallucinations for belween one Lo 20 years,
despite taking antipsycholic medication. On
average, they lived with three or four distinct
voices each. In the first step, a therapist would
help the patient create a digital computer sim-
ulation, or avalar, of the main voice plaguing
them — mimicking what it says, the pitch and
tone of its speech, and recreating what they
imagined its face would look like.

Over six 50-minute sessions, the patient
then confronts their tormenter, materialised
on screen, guided by their therapist. The
therapist, in a different room, uses a micro-
phone to address the patient over the com-

puter speakers, as well as voicing the avatar’s
on-screen lirade. In a video demonstraling
the method, Craig counsels a woman as she
talks to her avatar.

As she asks: “Can you go away, please?”
Craig’s voice advises: “Thal’s good Lauren,
thal’s good, bul can you try and make il a bit
stronger for me? Sit up, look at him, and tell
him to go away, OK?” As the therapy
advances and the patient learns to become
more assertive, the avatar starts conceding
ground, and eventually acknowledges the per-
son’s strong qualities. “The whole experience
changes from something thal’s very [righlen-
ing to something that’s much more in the per-
son’s control,” Craig explained. — AFP

Europe’s HIV
epidemic
growing at
alarming rate

LONDON: The number of people
newly diagnosed with HIV in Europe
reached its highest level in 2016 since
records began, showing the region’s
epidemic growing “at an alarming
pace”, health officials said yesterday.
That year, 160,000 people contracted
the virus that causes AIDS in the 53
countries that make up the World
Health Organization’s European region,
the agency said in a joint report with
the European Centre for Disease
Prevention and Control (ECDC).
Around 80 percent of those were in
Eastern Europe, the report found.
“This is the highest number of cases
recorded in one year. If this trend per-
sists, we will not be able to achieve the
... target of ending the HIV epidemic
by 2030,” the WHO’s Europecan
regional direclor, Zsuzsanna Jakab,
said in a statement. The trend was par-
ticularly worrying, the organizations
said, because many patients had
already been carrying the HIV infec-
tion for several years by the lime they

were diagnosed, making the virus
harder to control and more likely to
have been passed on to others.

Early diagnosis is important with
HIV because it allows people to start
treatment with AIDS drugs sooner,
increasing their chances of living a
long and healthy life. “Europe needs to
do more in its HIV response,” said
ECDC director Andrea Ammon. She
said the average time from estimated
time of infection until a person is diag-
nosed is three years, “which is far loo
long”. The report said new strategies
were needed to expand the reach of
HIV testing - including sell-testing
services and testing provided by lay
providers.

Almost 37 million people worldwide
have the human immunodeficiency
virus that causes AIDS. The majority of
cases are in poorer regions such as
Alrica, where access Lo testing, pre-
vention and treatment is more limited,
but the HIV epidemic has also proved
stubborn in wealthier regions like
Europe. The WHO European Region
comprises 53 countries, with a popula-
tion of nearly 900 million people. The
ECDC/WHO report found that over
the past ten years, the rate of newly
diagnosed HIV infeclions in this region
has risen by 52 percent from 12 in
every 100,000 of population in 2007
Lo 18.2 for every 100,000 in 2016. That
decade-long increase was “mainly
driven by the continuing upward trend
in the East,” the report said. — Reuters
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The Palms Beach Hotel and Spa opened
under patronage of Sheikh Nimer Al-Sabah

ceremony held under the patronage of Sheikh Nimer Al-

Malik Al-Sabah, Assistanl Undersecrelary al the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry, on behalf of Minister of
Commerce and Industry and Minister of the State for Youth
Affairs Khaled Al-Roudan.

The opening ceremony was held in the presence of a num-
ber of ministers and members of the Supreme Council for
Planning and Development, members of the Kuwail Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, consultants, diplomats, the hotel’s
owner Ghassan Al-Khalid along with elite community of invi-
tees. The hotel's owner Ghassan Al-Khalid appreciated Sheikh
Nimer for his patronage of the hotel’s opening ceremony. He
also thanked all the guests for their trust in the Palm Beach
Hotel and Spa, and he assured that the hotel management is
commiltted to moving forward towards whatsoever could sup-
port the Kuwaili economy. Furthermore, Khalid briefed on the
important role of private companies for the development and
prosperity in Kuwait.

In the meanwhile, the hotel's Managing Director Engineer
Ghosson Al-Khalid commented by saying, “The Palms Beach
Hotel and Spa has returned to its beloved guests and visitors
from today. The hotel offers the latest services and offers the
opportunity to enjoy unique and exceptional memories.”

In addition, the hotel’s General Manager Rabih Al-Atrash
commented by saying, “We promise o provide our visitors
with top quality services and the highest luxury levels, in order
to exceed our visitors’ expectations and to always be the ideal
venue for any occasion.”

Moreover, Atrash briefed on the hotel expansion and refur-
bishment that will return the Palms Hotel to its brilliant and
exceptional level. Furthermore, he gave a briefing on most of
the hotel’s outlets which will be ready to welcome its guests.

Thc Palms Beach Resort and Spa opened recently in a

Arby’s opens
its first branch
in Kuwait

develop and operate multiple food servic-

es in Kuwait and the neighboring Gulf
countries, Kharafi Global opened a branch
for Arby’s, one of its food service brands, in
Kuwait in the honored presence of the
United States Ambassador to Kuwait,
Lawrence Silverman.

On the occasion of opening the new
branch, Paul Brown, Chiefl Executive Officer
of Atlanta based Arby’s Restaurant Group,
Inc (ARG), who is visiting Kuwait stated:
“Kharafi Global has helped strengthen the
partnership between the United States and
Kuwait. We are proud to be working with
Waleed Khalid Al-Kharafi, co-founder of
KCharafi Global, and his leam,” adding thal he
has the honour to meet Al-Kharafi, the
restaurant tleam members, and the Uniled
States Ambassador to Kuwait, Lawrence
Silverman “whose attendance underscores
the important partnership between the two
countries.”

About the difference between Arby’s and
the other quick-service restaurants, Brown
said: “We have greater quality, variety, and
abundance of meats than our compelitors.
Arby’s serves premium meals and our leams
are conslanlly innovaling with new flavors,
cuts, and combinations.” adding that the
prices are competitive with the speed, con-
venience and hospitality that the guests
expecl.

He also stated that the inspiring design at
Arby’s delivers an upgraded guest experi-
ence adding: “These new reslaurant [ealures
aulhentic design elements such as wood
lones, while brick, subway Lliles, slainless
steel finishes, chalkboard graphics, and
upgraded lighting.”

Asked to evaluate the Kuwaiti market in
regards Lo growth ol Arby’s as one ol the
largest quick service sandwich chain in the
world he said: “The quality, variety, and
abundance of our food resonates with the
Kuwaiti people. We are excited that, in the
coming years, Kharafi Global will open at
least 24 additional Arby’s restaurants in
Kuwail and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. We
believe that by working closely with Kharafi
Global, we can bring even more Arby’s
restaurants to the region

Meanwhile, Walid Al-Kharafi, chairman of
the board of directors of Al-Kharafi Global,
welcomed the presence of the US
Ambassador to the opening of the Arby’s
reslaurant in the Jabriya region saying that it
reflects the economic cooperation between
the two countries and the keenness ol Al-

In the light of the company’s endeavors to

o

Arby’s Kuwait.

Jeff Hamilton, US Embassy Representative; Lawrence Silverman, US Ambassador
to Kuwait; Paul Brown, Chief Executive Officer of Arby’s Restaurant Group, Inc;
and Walid Kharafi, Co-Founder of Kharafi Global.

ICharafi Global to be the first to bring one of
the best chain of American fast food restau-
rants in the world to Kuwail.

Arby’s Group offers the best professional
service of fast food such as Roast Beef, Beel
and Cheddar in addition to Curly [ries and
Jamocha Shake.

About the opening of the branch, Al-
ICharafi said the opening of this branch is only
a beginning,” adding that Al-Kharafi Global
will open many other branches for Arby’s in
Kuwait and the Arabian Gulf to be added to
the list of other restaurants owned and man-
aged by the company, encouraging “the resi-
dents and citizens of Kuwait to experience

the unique American laste offered by Arby’s.”

The new branch boasts the genuine Arby’s
flavor and feel. Arby’s Restaurant Group, Inc
(ARG). ARG is a leading global Fast Crafted
reslauranl company operaling and (ranchis-
ing more than 3,300 Arby’s reslaurants
worldwide.

Kharafi Global, owned by Walid Al-Kharafi
and Haidar Al-Naqeeb, Executive Director, is
one of the leading companies in the field of
management and development of restaurants
and has more than 60 branches in the Arabian
Gulf for Johnny Rockets, Nino, Baker and
Spice, Figs by Todd English, Leila Min
Lebnen, Rococoa, Kaleh and Poshcalfe.

ABB unveils
YuMi for first
time in Kuwait

BB, the leading power and
Aautomation technology group,

recently unveiled YuMi for the
first lime in Kuwail al the Embassy of
Swilzerland. The event was inaugural-
ed and hosted by the Swiss
Ambassador Lo Kuwailt Aldo De Luca.

The subsequent afternoon, YuMi
was presented in Holiday Inn Salmiya
to students from Kuwail Universily
(KU), Australian College of Kuwait
(ACK), American Universily of Kuwail
(AUK), American Universily of the
Middle East (AUM) and Gulf
University for Science and Technology
(GUST) who learned about the latest
technologies and internet of things. In
the evening, the robot was showcased
to potential customers.

YuMi heralds a new era of robolic
coworkers that are able to work on the
same tasks with humans while still
ensuring the safety of those around it.
YuMi is a collaborative, dual arm

assembly solution with the abilily to
feel and see. Salely is built into the
functionality of the robot itself so that
it can work cage-free.

Kuwail - a country that relies heavi-
ly on expatriate labor in its growing
manufacluring seclor - can benefit
greally with the use of robots and
automation. The introduction of robots
into manufacturing have proven to be
incredibly cost-effective with no
degradation of quality or reliability.
Morecover, the implementation of
robots have often delivered return on
investment (ROI) in 12 months or less.
The subsequent cost savings allow
companies to focus on customer atten-
tion and invest in innovation.

Paul Dennis, ABB Country Manager
said, “YuMi is the most innovative and
intuilive robol available, for many day
to day industrial and commercial appli-
cations the limit of its usefulness will
only be limited by human imagination.”

ABB is a leader in power and
aulomation lechnologies thal enable
utility, industry, and transport and
infrastructure customers to improve
performance while lowering environ-
mental impact. The ABB Group of
companies operates in around 100
countries and employs about 145,000
people.
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01:15  Avengers Grimm
02:40 6 Ways To Sundown
04:25  The Legend Of Zorro
06:35  Avengers Grimm
08:00 Drop Zone

09:45  InThe Heart Of The Sea
11:50  Virtual Revolution
13:25  The Legend Of Zorro
15:35  Operalion Chromile
17:30  Bloodsport

19:05  The Last Witch Hunter
20:50 The Huntsman: Winter’s War
22:50  Road House

00:50 Untamed & Uncut
01:45  Trechouse Masters
02:40 Preposterous Pels
03:35  Orangutan Island
04:00 Orangutan Island
04:25  Glory Hounds

05:15  Africa’s Trees Of Life
06:02  Bahama Blue

06:49 Untamed & Uncut
07:36  Escape To Chimp Eden
08:00 Escape To Chimp Eden
08:25  Orangutan Island
08:50 Orangutan Island
09:15  Trechouse Masters
10:10  Preposterous Pels
11:05  Bahama Blue

12:00  Orangutan Island

12:28  Orangulan Island

12:55  Glory Hounds

13:50  Africa’s Trees Of Life
14:45  Preposterous Pels
15:40 Bahama Blue

16:35  Untamed & Uncut
17:30  Trechouse Maslers
18:25  Dr. Jeff: Rocky Mountain Vet
19:20  Trechouse Masters
20:15  Preposterous Pels
21:10  Orangutan Island

21:38  Orangutan Island
22:05  Dr. Jeff: Rocky Mountain Vet
23:00 Trechouse Masters
23:55  Bahama Blue

Bl8[C
FIRST

00:25  Sherlock

02:10  Orphan Black

03:00 Orphan Black

03:45  Call The Midwife

04:40 Holby City

05:30 Doctors

06:00 Doctors

06:30  The Coroner

07:25 Doctor Who

08:10  Holby City

09:10  Holby City

10:10  The Coroner

11:00  New Tricks

11:50  Doctor Who

12:40  Call The Midwife

13:35  Holby City

14:30  The Coroner

15:20  Doctor Who

16:10  Call The Midwife

17:10  New Tricks

18:00 Doctors

18:30  EastEnders

19:00  The Coroner

20:00 Poldark

20:55  The Durrells

21:45  Top Of The Lake

22:45  Top Of The Lake

23:45  Doctors
crime
Hinvestigation

[

00:00
01:00
02:00
02:30
03:00
04:00
05:00
06:00
06:30
07:00
08:00
09:00
09:30
10:00
11:00

Killer

12:45  The Killing Of Jonben=zt: Her
“ather Speaks

The Murder Of Laci Peterson
Homicide: Hours To Kill

It Takes A Killer

It Takes A Killer

The First 48

The Murder Of Laci Peterson
Homicide: Hours To Iill

It Takes A Killer

It Takes A Killer

Homicide Hunter

Crimes That Shook Britain

It Takes A Killer

It Takes A Killer

Homicide Hunter

Jonbenel's Mother: Victim Or

14:35 It Takes A Killer

15:00 It Takes A Killer

15:30 It Takes A Killer

16:00  Crimes That Shook Britain
17:00  The First 48

18:00 The First 48

19:00  Holloway: Women Behind Bars
20:00 It Takes A Killer

20:30 It Takes A Killer

21:00  Homicide Hunter

22:00  Crimes That Shook Britain
23:00 My Haunted Vacation

COMEDY C]wum::

00:05 Chappelle’s Show

00:30  Workaholics

00:55 Demetri Martin: Stand Up
Comedian

01:45  The Half Hour

02:10  Broad City

02:35 Real Husbands Of Hollywood
03:00 The Daily Show With Trevor
Noah

03:25  The Half Hour

03:50 Broad City

04:15  Kroll Show

04:40 Key And Pecle

05:05 Important Things With
Demitri Martin

05:30 Disaster Date

05:55 Ridiculousness Arabia

06:20  Lip Sync Battle UK

06:50 Lip Sync Battle UK

07:15  Taltoo Disaslers

07:40 Taltoo Disaslers

08:05 Impractical Jokers UK

08:30 Disaster Dale

08:55 Workaholics

09:20 Kroll Show

09:45  Key And Peele

10:10 Important Things With
Demitri Martin

10:35  Lip Sync Battle UK

11:00  Lip Sync Battle UK

11:25  Disaster Date

11:50  Ridiculousness Arabia

12:15  Impractical Jokers

12:40  Tattoo Disasters

13:05  Taltoo Disasters

13:30  Key And Peele

13:55  Impractical Jokers UK

14:20  Disasler Date

14:45  Workaholics

15:10  Friends

15:35  Kroll Show

16:00 Comedy Central Presents

Comedy 3alwagef

16:30  Impractical Jokers
16:55  Workaholics

17:20  Impractical Jokers UK
17:45  Disasler Date

18:10  Ridiculousness Arabia
18:35  Tattoo Disasters

19:00 Taltoo Disasters

19:25  Impractical Jokers

19:50  Friends

20:35 Real Husbands Of Hollywood
21:00  The Daily Show With Trevor
Noah

21:30  Detroiters

22:00 Chappelle’s Show

22:25  Nightcap

22:50  Idiotsitter

23:15  Real Husbands Of Hollywood

23:40
Noah

CGily

00:30
01:20
02:10
03:00
03:50
04:40
05:30
06:20
07:00
07:50
08:40
09:05
09:30
10:20
11:10
12:00

The Daily Show With Trevor

Pick A Puppy

React To That

Kids Do The Craziest Things
Dual Survival

Now That's Funny

How It's Made

Pick A Puppy

Invent It Rich

Pick A Puppy

Storm Chasers

How It's Made

How It's Made

Invent It Rich

Dual Survival

How To Build... Everything
Outrageous Acts Of Psych

12:50  How IU's Made
13:40  Invent It Rich
14:30  Pick A Puppy
15220  Storm Chasers

16:10
17:00
17:50
18:15

Dual Survival

How To Build... Everything
Outrageous Acts Of Psych
Outrageous Acts Of Psych

18:40 Invent It Rich

19:30  How IU's Made

19:55  How It's Made

20:20 Now That’s Funny

21:10 How To Build... Everything

21:35
22:00
22:25

How To Build... Everything
Outrageous Acts Of Psych
Outrageous Acts Of Psych

22:50  Ultimate Survival
23:40  Storm Chasers

00:50 Hear No Evil
01:45  Murder Calls

02:40  Guilty Rich

03:35  American Monster

04:30 Hear No Evil

05:25 Momsters: When Moms Go
Bad

06:20 I Almost Got Away With It
07:10  Swamp Murders

08:00 Momsters: When Moms Go
Bad

08:25 Disappeared

09:15  Momsters: When Moms Go
Bad

09:40 Momsters: When Moms Go
Bad

10:10  Swamp Murders

11:05  Suspicion

12:00  Gone

12:55  Disappeared

13:50 I Almost Got Away With It
14:45  Swamp Murders

15:40  Suspicion

16:35  Grave Secrels

17:30  Disappeared

1825  Young, Hot & Crooked

18:50  Young, Hot & Crooked

19:20 1 Almost Got Away With It
20:15  Swamp Murders

21:10  Suspicion

22:05  LEvil Stepmothers

23:00 Killing Richard Glossip

23:55  Six Degrees Of Murder

00:05 Disney Mickey Mouse

00:10 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch

00:35  Binny And The Ghost

01:00 Hank Zipzer

01:25  Alex & Co.

01:45  Disney Mickey Mouse

01:50  Evermoor Chronicles

02:15  Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch

02:40 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch

03:05  Binny And The Ghost

03:30  Binny And The Ghost

03:55 Hank Zipzer

04:15  Disney Mickey Mouse

04:20 Hank Zipzer

04:45  Alex & Co.

05:10  Alex & Co.

05:35  Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch

06:00 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Wilch

06:25  Binny And The Ghost

06:45  Disney Mickey Mouse

06:50 Rolling With The Ronks

07:00 Jessie

07:25 'Tangled: The Series

07:50 Tsum Tsum Shorts

07:55 Hotel Transylvania: The Series
08:20  Elena Of Avalor

08:45 Bunkd

09:10  Stuck In The Middle

09:35  Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug

& Cal Noir
10:00  Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
& Cat Noir

10:25  Lolirock

10:50  Lolirock

11:15  Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Wilch

11:40  Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch

12:05  Hank Zipzer

12:30  Alex & Co.

12:55  Alex & Co.

1320  Lolirock

13:45  Lolirock

14:10  Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
& Cal Noir

14:35  Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
& Cal Noir

15:00 The Zhuzhus

15:15  K.C.Undercover

15:40  Stuck InThe Middle

16:05  Disney Mickey Mouse

16:10  Elena Of Avalor

16:35  Bizaardvark

17:00  Tangled: The Series

17:25  Descendants Wicked World
17:30  Bunkd
17:55 K.C.Undercover

18:20  Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
& Cat Noir

18:45  Hotel Transylvania: The Series
19:10  Star Wars Forces Of Destiny
19:15  Stuck InThe Middle

19:40  Girl Meets World

20:05  Disney Mickey Mouse

20:10  Liv And Maddie

20:35  Jessie

21:00  Tangled: The Series

21:25  K.C.Undercover

21:50  Hotel Transylvania: The Series
22:15  Bizaardvark

22:40  Bunkd

23:05 Rolling With The Ronks

23:20  Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
& Cat Noir

23:45  Lolirock

00:00
Racers
00:25
00:35
00:55
01:15
01:30
01:55
02:05
02:20
02:35
02:50
03:05
03:30
03:40
03:55
04:10
04:35
04:50
05:05
05:30
05:45
06:00
06:30
06:45
07:00
07:15
07:30
07:45
08:00
08:30
09:00
Racers
09:30
10:00
10:30
11:00
11:30
12:00
12:30
13:00
13:30
14:00
14:30
15:00
15:30
16:00
16:30
Racers
17:00
17:30
18:00
18:30
19:00
19:30
Racers
20:00
20:30
21:00
22:00
22:30
23:00
23:30
23:35

00:20
01:05
01:50
02:35
03:20
04:05
04:50
05:35
06:00
06:45
07:30
08:15
09:48
10:10
10:55
11:40
12:25
12:48
13:10
13:55
14:40
15:25
16:10
17:00
17:25
17:50
18:20
18:50
20:35
21:00
22:40
23:05
23:30

06:00
06:25
06:50

Mickey And The Roadster

Unbungalievable
Loopdidoo

Henry Hugglemonster
Calimero

Art Attack

Henry Hugglemonster
Loopdidoo

Henry Hugglemonster
Calimero

Henry Hugglemonster
Art Attack

The Hive

Loopdidoo

Henry Hugglemonster
Art Attack
Loopdidoo

Calimero

Art Attack

Henry Hugglemonster
Henry Hugglemonster
Art Attack

Henry Hugglemonster
Loopdidoo

Henry Hugglemonster
Calimero

Loopdidoo

Henry Hugglemonster
P-King Duckling
Puppy Dog Pals
Mickey And The Roadster

Sofia The First
Vampirina

PJ Masks

Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
Sherilf Callie’s Wild West
The Lion Guard

The Lion Guard

Sofia The First

Sofia The First

PJ Masks

PJ Masks

P-King Duckling

Doc McStuffins

Puppy Dog Pals

Mickey And The Roadster

Sofia The First

Vampirina

PJ Masks

Puppy Dog Pals

Sofia The First

Mickey And The Roadster

The Lion Guard

P-King Duckling

PJ Masks

Vampirina

Vampirina

P-King Duckling

Minnie’s Bow-Toons

Sofia The First: The Floating...

DIS;overy

HD

Streel Outlaws

American Tarzan
Bushcraft Build-Off

Boy To Man

Diesel Brothers

Alaska: The Last Fronlier
Alaska: The Last Frontier
How Do They Do It?
Gold Divers

Street Outlaws

Diesel Brothers
Deadliest Calch

How Do They Do It?
American Tarzan
Bushcraft Build-Off

Boy To Man

How Do They Do It?
Baggage Ballles

Alaska: The Last Frontier
Gold Divers

Gold Divers

Diesel Brothers

Street Outlaws

How Do They Do I1?
How Do They Do It?
Baggage Battles
Conlainer Wars
Deadliest Catch

How Do They Do It?
Rancher, Farmer, Fisherman
Breaking Magic
Breaking Magic

Diesel Brothers

Disneyl1
Supa Strikas
Marvel's Spider-Man

07:15  Right Now Kapow

07:40 Disney Mickey Mouse

07:45 Mech-X4

0810 Gamer’s Guide To Prelly
Much Everything

08:35 Gamer’s Guide To Prelty
Much Everything

09:00 Supa Strikas

09:25  Supa Strikas

09:50  Walk The Prank

10:20  Walk The Prank

10:45  Gravity Falls

11:10  Gravily Falls

11:35  Lab Rats

12:00  Lab Rats

12:25  Two More Eggs

12:30  Phineas & lerb

12:55  Phineas & Ferb

13:20  Zeke And Luther

13:45  Zeke And Luther

14:10  Disney Mickey Mouse

14:15 Gamer’s Guide To Prelly
Much Everything

14:40
15:05

Gravity Falls
Lab Ralts

15:30  Milo Murphy’s Law

15:55 Star Wars: The Freemaker
Adventures

16:20  Two More Eggs

16:25
16:50
17:15

Walk The Prank
Penn Zero: Parl Time Hero
Mech-X4

17:40  Marvel's Spider-Man

18:05  Supa Strikas

18:30  Marvel's Ant-Man

18:35  Disneyll

19:00 Penn Zero: Parl Time Hero
19:25  Right Now Kapow

19:50  Marvel's Rocket And Groot
19:55 Mech-X4

20:20  Walk The Prank

20:45 Star Wars: The Freemaker
Advenlures

21:10  Gravily Falls

21:35  Marvel's Rocket And Groot
21:40  Disney Mickey Mouse
21:45  Lab Rats

22:10
22:35
23:00

00:10
01:00
01:50
02:50
03:20
03:50
04:40
05:30

Lab Rats
Phineas & Ferb
Programmes Start At 6:00am

WAGs La

WAGs La

E! News

Celebrity Style Story
Celebrity Style Story
Hollywood & Football
Hollywood & Football
Celebrity Style Story

06:00 La Clippers Dance Squad
06:55 E! News
07:10 La Clippers Dance Squad
08:10  E! News: Daily Pop
09:10  WAGs La
10:10  WAGs La
11:05  Fashion Police
12:00 E!News
12:15 Keeping Up With The
KCardashians
13:10  Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
14:05 Keeping Up With The
[Cardashians
15:00 E!News
15:15  El News: Daily Pop
16:15  WAGs La
17:10 - WAGs La
18:05 WAGs La
19:00 E!News
20:00 Tashion Police
21:00  The Platinum Life
22:00 The Platinum Life
23:00 E!News
23:15 Keeping Up With The
[Cardashians
00:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
00:30 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
01:00 Man Fire Food
01:30  Man Fire Food
02:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
02:30  Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
03:00 Man Fire Food
03:30  Man Fire Food
04:00 Chopped
05:00 Guy's Grocery Games
06:00 Barefool Conlessa
06:25  Barefoot Contessa
06:50 Anna Olson: Fresh
07:15  The Kitchen
08:05 The Pioneer Woman
08:30 The Pioneer Woman
08:55  Siba’s Table
09:25  Siba’s Table
:55  Bake With Anna Olson
25 Bake With Anna Olson
10:55  The Kitchen
11:45  Cooking For Real
12:10  The Pioneer Woman
12:35  The Pioneer Woman
13:00  Siba’s Table
13:30  Siba's Table
14:00  Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
14:30  Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
15:00  Chopped
16:00  The Kitchen
17:00 Bake With Anna Olson
17:30  Bake With Anna Olson
18:00 Chopped
19:00 Iron Chel America
20:00 Chopped
21:00  Bakers vs. Fakers
22:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
22:30  Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
23:00 Chopped
'3
b @
CHOICE
00:10 ' Who's Doing The Dishes?
01:00 Emmerdale
01:30  Coronation Street
02:00 Coronation Street
02:30  The Chase
03:25 I'm A Celebrity...Get Me Out
Of Here!
04:50 Gino’s Hidden Italy
05:15  Murdoch Mysterics
06:10  'Who's Doing The Dishes?
07:05 The Chase
08:00 I'm A Celebrity...Get Me Out
Of Here!
09:30  Gino’s Hidden Italy
10:00  Murdoch Mysteries
10:55  Who's Doing The Dishes?
11:50  The Chase
12:45  Emmerdale
13:15  Coronalion Street
13:45  Coronation Street
14:15  Who's Doing The Dishes?
15:10  The Chase
16:00 I'm A Celebrity...Get Me Out
Of Here!
17:00  The Jonathan Ross Show
17:50  Murdoch Mysterics
18:45  Emmerdale
19:15  Coronalion Street
19:45  Coronation Street
20:10  The Chase
21:00 I'm A Celebrity...Gel Me Out
Of Here!
22:00 The Jonathan Ross Show
22:50 Emmerdale
23:15  Coronalion Streel
23:40  Coronation Street
m
00:00 Engineering Disaslers
01:00  America’s Book Of Secrels
02:00 Engineering An Empire
03:50  Ancient Aliens
04:40 UFO Files
05:30 Engineering Disaslers
06:20  America’s Book Of Secrets
07:10  The Universe
08:00 Engineering An Empire
10:00  Ancient Aliens
11:00  UFO Files
12:00  Engineering Disasters
13:00  America’s Book Of Secrets
14:00 Engineering An Empire
16:00  Ancient Aliens
17:00  UFO Files
18:00 The Universe
19:00  America’s Book Of Secrels
20:00 Engineering An Empire
22:00 Ancient Aliens
23:00 How The States Got Their
Shapes
23:30 How The Stales Gol Their
Shapes
= - HD
HISTORY
00:20 Mountain Men
01:10  Forged: Iron & Fire
01:35  Milwaukee Blacksmith
02:00 Swamp People
02:50  Counting Cars
03:15  American Pickers
04:05  Swamp People
05:00  Swamp People
06:00 Fifth Gear
06:50 American Pickers
07:40 Counting Cars
08:05 Counting Cars
08:30 Pawn Stars
08:55 Pawn Slars
09:20  Aussice Pickers
10:10  Ax Men
11:00  Fifth Gear
11:50  American Pickers
12:40  Counling Cars
13:05  Counling Cars
13:30  Time Team
14:20  Swamp People
15:10  Alone
16:00  American Pickers
16:50  Counting Cars
17:15  Counting Cars
17:40  Swamp People
18:30  Alone
19:20  Mountain Men
20:10  Pawn Slars
20:35 Pawn Slars

21:00  Leepu And Pitbull
21:50  Ultimate Soldier Challenge
22:40  Time Team
23:30  Alone

people
00:45 Valentine Warner Eals
Scandinavia

01:10  Eat Street

01:40  Cesar To The Rescue

02:35  World's Best Beaches

03:30 Hotel India

04:25  David Rocco’s Dolce India

04:50 Angelo’s Outdoor Kitchen

05:20  Angelo’s Outdoor Kitchen

05:45  The Food Files

06:15  The Great Food Revolution

07:10 Cesar To The Rescue

08:05 World's Best Beaches

09:00 Holel India

09:55  David Rocco’s Dolce India

10:20  Angelo’s Outdoor Kitchen

10:50  Angelo’s Outdoor Kitchen

11:15  The Food Files

11:45  The Greal Food Revolution

12:40  Cesar To The Rescue

13:35  World's Best Beaches

14:30  Island Hunter

15:25  David Rocco’s Dolce India

15:50  Angelo’s Outdoor Kilchen

16:20  Angelo’s Outdoor Kitchen

16:45  The Food Files

17:15  Home Strange Home

18:10  Eat Street

18:35  Food School

19:05  David Rocco’s Dolce India

19:30  Angelo’s Outdoor Kitchen

20:00 Angelo’s Outdoor Kitchen

20:30  The Food Files

21:00  Home Strange Home

22:00 Eat Street

22:25  Food School

22:55  Cesar To The Rescue

23:50  World’s Besl Beaches
MNATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC
CHANMNEL CI

00:10  Yukon Gold

01:00 Cold Waler Gold

02:00  Air Crash Invesligation

03:00 Seconds From Disaster

04:00 Yukon Gold

05:00 Sea Patrol

06:00 Years Of Living Dangerously
07:00 The Long Road Home

08:00 Explorer

09:00 Cycling’s Greatest Fraud

10:00 Battleground Brothers
11:00  Wilness
12:00  Desperate Hours
12:30  Desperate Hours
13:00  Startalk
14:00  Explorer
15:00 The Long Road Home
16:00  Battleground Brothers
17:00 Disaster Earth
18:00 Disaster Earth
19:00 The Long Road Home
20:00 Battleground Brothers
20:50 Disaster Earth
21:40  Disasler Earth
22:30  The Long Road Home
23:20  Explorer
NAT GEO
WILD:
00:20 Brutal Killers
01:10  Monster Fish
02:00 Thunder Beasts
02:50  Monster Fish
03:45 Caught In The Act GPU
Reversions
04:40 Wild 24
05:35 Thunder Beasts
06:30  Monsler Fish
07:25 Caught In The Act GPU
Reversions
08:20 Wild 24
09:15  Desert Lions
10:10  Philly Undercover
11:05  Zoo Conlfidential
12:00  Shark Kill Zone
12:55  Attack Of The Big Cats
13:50  Monsler Fish
14:45  Caught In The Act GPU
Reversions
15:40  Wild 24
16:35  Animal Outlaws
17:30  Philly Undercover
18:25  Zoo Conlfidential
19:20 Caught In The Act GPU
Reversions
20:10  Wild 24
21:00  Animal Outlaws
21:50  Philly Undercover
22:40  Zoo Conlfidential
23:30  Shark Kill Zone

NICK HD

00:12  Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
00:36  Rabbids Invasion

00:58 Rabbids Invasion

01:20  Sanjay And Craig

01:50  Sanjay And Craig

02:12 Winx Club

02:36 Winx Club

03:00 Harvey Beaks

03:24 Harvey Beaks

03:48  The Loud House

04:12 The Loud House

04:36  Breadwinners

05:00 Breadwinners

05:24  Get Blake

05:48  SpongeBob SquarePants
06:12  SpongeBob SquarePants
06:36  Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
07:00 The Loud House

07:24 Rabbids Invasion

07:48 Gel Blake

08:12  Harvey Beaks

08:36  Sanjay And Craig

09:00 Rank The Prank

09:24 Harvey Beaks

09:48 100 Things To Do Before High
School

10:12° Game Shakers

10:36 Regal Academy

11:00  Winx Club

11:24  SpongeBob SquarePants
11:48  Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
12:12  The Loud House

12:36  Rabbids Invasion

13:00  Breadwinners

13:24  Sanjay And Craig

13:48  Nicky, Ricky, Dicky & Dawn
14:12 I Am Frankic

14:36 100 Things To Do Before High
School

15:00  Hunter Street

15:24  School Of Rock

15:48  SpongeBob SquarePants
16:12  Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
16:36  The Loud House

17:00  Sanjay And Craig

17:24 1 Am Frankie

17:48  Hunter Street

18:12  Henry Danger

18:36  Nicky, Ricky, Dicky & Dawn
19:00  School Of Rock

19:24  Game Shakers

19:48  The Thundermans

20:12  SpongeBob SquarcPants
20:36  ‘Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
21:00  The Loud House

21:24  Sanjay And Craig

21:48  Rabbids Invasion

22:12  Breadwinners

22:36
23:00
23:24
23:48

Harvey Beaks

SpongeBob SquarePants
SpongeBob SquarePants
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles

nicKdr

00:15  Shimmer And Shine

00:38  Shimmer And Shine

01:01  Max & Ruby

01:24  Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom

01:34  Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom

01:45  The Day Henry Met

01:50  The Day Henry Met

01:56 Blaze And The Monster

Machines

02:18 Blaze And The Monster

Machines

02:40  Zack & Quack

03:01  Shimmer And Shine

03:24  Nella The Princess Knight

03:35  Paw Patrol

03:58 Little Charmers

04:10  Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom

04:22 Dora The Explorer

04:44  Max & Ruby

05:06 The Day Henry Mel

05:12  Nella The Princess Knight

05:36  Shimmer And Shine

05:58  Wallykazam!

06:21  Zack & Quack

06:32  The Day Henry Mel

06:38 Blaze And The Monster

Machines

07:00 Rusty Rivets

07:12  Paw Patrol

07:25  Paw Patrol

07:37 DoraThe Explorer

08:00 Nella The Princess Knight

08:21  Bubble Guppies

08:44 Blaze And The Monster

Machines

09:07  Paw Patrol

09:18  Paw Patrol

09:30  Shimmer And Shine

09:53  Nella The Princess Knight

10:15  The Day Henry Mel

10:22 Paw Patrol

10:45  Rusly Rivels

11:05  Wallykazam!

11:28  Bubble Guppies

11:52 Team Umizoomi

12:15  Shimmer And Shine

12:39  Shimmer And Shine

13:01  Max & Ruby

13:25  Ben & Holly's Little Kingdom

13:36 Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom

13:47  The Day Henry Mel

13:52 The Day Henry Mel

13:57 Blaze And The Monster

Machines

14:19  Blaze And The Monster

Machines

14:40  Zack & Quack

15:01  Shimmer And Shine

15:23  Nella The Princess Knight

15:35  Paw Patrol

15:58  Little Charmers

16:10  Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom

16:22  Dora The Explorer

16:44  Max & Ruby

17:06  The Day Henry Mel

17:11  Nella The Princess Knight

17:35  Shimmer And Shine

17:59  Wallykazam!

1821  Zack & Quack

18:32 The Day Henry Mel

18:38 Blaze And The Monster

Machines

19:00 Rusty Rivets

19:12 Paw Patrol

19:23  Paw Patrol

19:37  Dora The Explorer

20:00 Nella The Princess Knight

20:21  Bubble Guppics

20:44 Blaze And The Monster

Machines

21:07  Paw Patrol

21:30  Shimmer And Shine

21:53  Nella The Princess Knight

22:15  The Day Henry Met

22:22 Paw Patrol

22:45  Rusty Rivets

23:05 Wallykazam!

23:28  Bubble Guppies

23:52  Team Umizoomi

e LA e ._-H-
BRAVIN W IE Loy
FAMILY

01:25  Mousehunt

03:05 A Little Game

04:40  Chilly Christmas

06:10 Houba! On The Trail Of

Marsupilami

08:00 Mouschunt

09:40  Minions

11:15 A Little Game

12:50  Curious George

14:20  Pet Pals In Windland

15:45  Sing

17:35  Monte Carlo

19:25  Black Beauty

20:55  Curious George

22:25  Pel Pals In Windland

23:50  Monte Carlo

S MOVIES jaled

00:55
02:30
04:05
05:40
07:10
08:55
10:30
12:05
13:35
14:55
16:30
18:20
20:00
Jenkins
21:55
23:40

00:30
02:10
04:10
05:45
09:00
10:35
12:35
14:35
16:35
18:15
20:00
22:00

-

COMEDY
She’s Funny That Way
Surviving Christmas
Fan Girl
Fun Size
After The Ball
Holiday Joy
Fan Girl
Fun Size
7 Chinese Brothers
Hard Promises
Made In America
Don Verdean
Welcome Home Roscoe
Dirty Grandpa
How To Be Single

S OVIES

Chattahoochee

The Best Of Me

A Country Called Home
Reds

Infinitely Polar Bear
The Best Of Me

Goal!

Not Without My Daughter
The Better Angels

12 Angry Men

The Zero Theorem
Wild At Heart

R UV IES alid

01:05
02:25

KD
The Fairy Tales Tree
Lego DC: Juslice League

Gotham City Breakout

03:55  Simba The King Lion

06:05 Legend Of The Sea

07:35 AR.CHLE.

09:10 'Two Buddies And A Badger
10:35  Freddy Frogface

12:05 Lego DC: Justice League
Gotham Cily Breakout

13:35  Simba The King Lion

15:45  Space Dogs 2: Adventure To
The Moon

17:15  'Two Buddies And A Badger
18:45 Moomin And Midsummer
Madness
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20:05 Funny Little Cars
21:10  Space Dogs 2: Adventure To
The Moon
22:40 ARCHIE.
— —

-

SinMOVIESTI

00:10  Ex Machina

02:00 The Blind Side

04:10 It Takes Two

05:55  Eight Men Out

08:00 The Count Of Monte Cristo

10:15  The Boxtrolls

12:00  The Blind Side

14:15  Forces Of Nature

16:05  The Express

18:15  This Mcans War

19:55  Black Mass

22:00  Gone Girl
OISCOVErY

00:40 Mythbusters

01:30  How Do They Do It?

01:55  TFood Factory USA

02:20  Man v Expert

03:10  Smash Lab

04:00 Protolype This

04:48 Mythbusters

05:36 How Do They Do It?

06:00 Food Factory USA

06:24  Man v Expert

07:12  Smash Lab

08:00 How Do They Do It?

08:26  Prototype This

09:14  Mythbusters

10:02  Smash Lab

10:50  How Do They Do It?

11:14  Food Factory USA

11:38  Man v Expert

12:26  Prototype This

13:14  Mythbusters

14:02  How Do They Do It?

14:26  Food Factory USA

14:50  Smash Lab

15:38  Protolype This

16:26  Man v Expert

17:14  Mythbusters

18:02  Smash Lab

18:50  Prototype This

19:40  Mythbusters

20:30  American Tilans

21:20  How Do They Do It?

21:45  Food Factory USA

22:10  Smash Lab

23:00  American Titans

23:50  Prototype This

M%VIES HD

01:30  Night Moves

03:30  Begin Again

05:15  ManTo Man

07:30  You Again

09:30  Autumn In New York
11:15  Edmond

12:30  We'll Never Have Paris
14:15  Night Moves

16:15  Finding Neverland

18:00  The Congress

20:00 Someday This Pain Will Be
Useful To You

21:45  Crash

23:45  The Mothman Prophecies

Wb D

00:00 Grey’s Anatomy

01:00  Grey’s Analomy

02:00 Grey’s Anatomy

03:00 MAFS: The First Year

04:00 The Fashion Fund

05:00 Fashion Star

06:00  Grey’s Anatomy

07:00 Grey’s Analomy

08:00 Grey’s Anatomy

09:00 MAFS: The First Year

10:00  The Fashion Fund

11:00  Fashion Star

12:00  Grey’s Anatomy

13:00  Grey’s Analomy

14:00  Grey’s Anatlomy

15:00  MAFS: The First Year

16:00  The Fashion Fund

17:00  Fashion Star

18:00 Cedar Cove

19:00 Cedar Cove

20:00 Cedar Cove

21:00  MAFS: The First Year

22:00  The Fashion Fund

23:00 Fashion Star

00:20 My Giant Life

01:05  Fat Chance

01:50  Monsters Inside Me

02:35  Meel The Putmans

03:20 Baby Changes Everything
04:05 Toddlers & Tiaras: Coach
Wars

05:35  Say Yes To The Dress UK
06:00 Obsessive Compulsive
Cleaners

06:45 Oprah: Where Are They
Now?

08:15  Baby Changes Everything
09:00 Cake Boss

09:25 Toddlers & Tiaras: Coach
Wars

10:55  Twirl Life

11:40  Outdaughtered: Busby Quints
12:25  Meel The Putmans

13:10  Say Yes To The Dress UK
13:55  Twirl Life

14:40  Baby Changes Everything
15:25  Kid Tycoons

16:10  Love, Lust Or Run

16:35  Cake Boss

17:00 Oprah: Where Are They
Now?

17:50  Obsessive Compulsive
Cleaners

18:50  Ultimate Shopper

19:40  Say Yes To The Dress UK
20:10  Cake Boss

20:35 Cake Boss

21:00  Dr Christian Will See You
Now

21:50  Botched Up Bodies

22:40  Bizarre ER

23:30 90 Day Fianc?: Happily Ever
After?

00:00 Bizarre Foods America

01:00 Booze Traveler

02:00 Mysleries Al The Museum
03:00 Bizarre Foods With Andrew
Zimmern

03:30 Bizarre Foods: Delicious
Destinations

04:00 Bizarre Foods With Andrew
Zimmern
05:00 Booze Traveler

06:00 Bizarre Foods: Delicious
Destinations
06:30 Bizarre Foods: Delicious
Destinations

07:00 Mysleries Al The Museum
08:00 House Hunters International

10:00  The Trechouse Guys
11:00  Hotel Impossible
12:00  Mysteries Al The Museum



Huwait=L= Cimes

Established 1961

1. The time during which someone's life
continues.

5. Marked by smartness in dress and man-
ners.

12. The act of hopping (jumping upward or
forward (especially on one foot)).

15. The chief solid component of mam-
malian urine.

16. New World lizards.

17. A constellation in the southern hemi-
sphere near Telescopium and Norma.

18. (statistics) Approximating the statistical
norm or average or expected value.

19. Born out of wedlock.

20. A United Nations agency that invest
directly in companies and guarantees loans
Lo private investors.

21.'The dialect of Malay used as the nation-
al language ol the Republic of Indonesia or
of Malaysia.

23. An international organization of
European countries formed after World
War II to reduce trade barriers and
increase cooperation among its members.
24. A porl in western Israel on the
Mediterranean.

26. (of complexion) Blemished by imperfec-
tions of the skin.

27. (astronomy) The angular distance of a
celestial point measured westward along
the celestial equator from the zenith cross-
ing.

29. A soft silvery metallic element of the
alkali earth group.

30. A health resort near a spring or al the
seaside.

33. A public promotion of some product or
service.

34. Food chopped into small bits.

38. A family of Amerindian languages spo-
ken in California.

41. A dealer in seeds.

43. Essential oil or perfume oblained from
flowers.

44. Large elliptical brightly colored deep-
sea fish of Atlantic and Pacific and
Medilerranean.

47. A soft silvery metallic element of the
alkali metal group.

48. (Judaism) Sacred chesl where the
ancienl Hebrews kepl the two lablels con-
taining the Ten Commandments.

49. Cubes ol meal marinated and cooked

83. A person who commils larceny.

84. American prizefighter who won the
world heavyweight championship three
limes (born in 1942).

DOWN
1. Slow to learn or understand.
2. A particular geographical region of
indefinite boundary (usually serving some
special purpose or distinguished by its
people or culture or geography).
3. Not only so, but.
4.The capital and largest cily of Yemen.
5. A ribbon used as a decoration.
6. Title for a civil or military leader (espe-
cially in Turkey).
7. Joined together into a whole.
8. An event (or course of events) that will
inevitably happen in the future.
9. A genus of Nymphalidae.
10. Term of address for a man.
11. A pilgrimage to Mecca.
12. A port in northwestern Israel on the Bay
of Acre.
13. German musician who developed a sys-
tem for leaching music Lo children (1895-
1982).
14. Large burrowing rodent of South and
Cenlral America.
22.'The act of scanning.
25.In bed.
28. Reduction or lack of an immune
response Lo a specific antigen.
31. Unlawfully distilled Irish whiskey.
32. Jordan's port.
35. An important seaport on the Island of
Cebu in the Philippines.
36. Pitching dangerously to one side.
37.The capital of Turkey.
39. Any of various strong liquors distilled
from the fermented sap of toddy palms or
from fermented molasses.
40. An inscrutable person who keeps his
thoughts and intentions secret.
42. An irrational but irresistible motive for a
beliel or action.
45.Type genus of the Amiidae.
46. A trivalent melallic element of the rare
earth group.
52. Realistic Norwegian author who wrote
plays on social and political themes (1828-
1906).
55. An island in the Persian Gulf.

workers for advice and direction regarding professional and perhaps, emolional issues.
Be wise Lo keep any information you hear in confidence, under your hat. You could find
vourself engaged in nonconformist causes, always ready to promote what is independent
and innovative. You like radical approaches and find yourself in support of whatever is
new or whatever breakthrough ideas are next in line. This may be a day of intellectual

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

This is a challenging day. You may, however, want to set aside time to

allend a lecture or business meeting on the technical level. Later, emotion-
al considerations may block or oppose how you proceed with a plan. Someone may get
pushy or obscure the real choices and the right path. Give yourself time to think things
through. Stay away from speculative ventures. It is not a good idea lo squander your
resources. You are practical and conscientious about your own personal choices and
how you conduct your life. These attributes take on a special importance now as the
young people in your family, and perhaps friends, depend on your thinking to help them

make life choices: home, car, ele. You are good at helping when asked.

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Frustration, especially in gelling things accomplished, may sel today’s

mood. You are, however, able Lo rise above any dilficulty . .. Seen or
unseen. If possible, this is a belter time Lo stay on the path and just keep moving forward.
You can handle any glitch in the process and will eventually learn to be more patient
with yourself. Sometimes the process of well-traveled steps points the way to the end
result that is appreciated the most. This afternoon, exchanging information takes on
more significance. Being more involved with neighbors or your siblings is important after
your workday has ended. A sense of belonging and nurluring is an issue.

ﬂ Virgo (August 23-September 22)
-

You are a very forceful speaker and communicate with great enthusiasm.
‘There are opportunities to spcak to small and large groups this day. This could be in a lec-
ture, a work meeling, leaching, etc. Words just flow out and always demonstrate a heartfelt
concern that brings them home to your listeners. You have no trouble putting your feelings
into words; in fact, you may have Lo exercise some control over your longue, for you can
be quick to say things. You may be sought after for your advice and guidance regarding
very personal and emotional issues. You will be able to be understanding and cut through
the red tape to get at what is behind a problem. If you have a quest, you will find joiners. A
social event this evening will find you at your most elegant.

Wordsearch Puzzle

Car Parts

Fird and dcircla all of tha car parta that are Feddan n (R grid.

Wednesday, November 29, 2017

1 2P Ja s & [ B B a0 12 13 4 ¥} Aries (March 21-April 19) a Libra (September 23-October 22)
15 1% 17 2 This is a time when ideas and great communication about your ideas will This is a good time to buckle down and concentrate on your work. Your man-
take on an increased importance. You have a knack for putting the feelings of a group agerial abilities and sense of responsibility prove successful. Your career assumes a more
18 19 20 into words and may serve as a teacher or spokesperson. If you have ever considered a solid form—a firm foundation. Preach or teach what is on your mind today. Your words
vocation in teaching, now may be the time to do something about it. You might even con- contain a timely message that is good for all to hear. You may be able to enjoy and value
21 2z i3 FL T P sider volunteering to teach an adult reading class. You may be able to encourage a friend your own life situation this afternoon as you visit with a friend or family member. You are
Lo join you in this venture. Humanilarian efforts can affect your work and life-path. You learning to ask good questions and you can quickly get to the root of a matter that helps in
i1 2T |IE Fi have an opportunity to take control and become more disciplined. Itiends, group proj- understanding viewpoints. Listening and adding your comments when asked is what
ects and communily concerns may play a key role in your career. Tonight is the time to makes you a favorite. You may find yourself on the phone later today as you busy yourself
3o A 32 33 4 s 36 AT follow through on a promise; the payoff will be really good. cooking or look for a special recipe Lo trade.
18 % 40 1 142 )
47 44 45 a7 u Taurus (April 20-May 20) ﬂ Scorpio (October 23-November 21)
45 =0 51 32 Good practical job-related thoughts and ideas are available as usual. You may be surprised when others express appreciation for your ability Lo
- Figuring things oul is one of the things that take on special significance. You have a know just whal needs to be done, and you contribute your expertise Lo whatever is need-
=3 =4 a3 b strong urge to organize things your work arca. There is much mental busywork as well. ed. 'lbiS‘COU!d be in the \\'(?rl(placc \\'ﬁlh a team that ncc_ds coaching, support or guiding.
"The ability to communicate with superiors or describe what you see brings attention to Rcal. ¥n51ghl into your own inner workings could surface in a manageable form. Every day
a7 28 ¥ G what you say. Your timing should be perfect for just about any project you want to is dilferent, and you enjoy your work and the people you work with as each person is dedi-
attempt. Be careful not to push too hard as you could become too dominating. You may caled and enthusiastic. At home this alternoon you may realize that although much effort
61 3 65 feel the need Lo care for others or o have them care for you. You sense what is needed goes into your workday, the people at home also need your attention. You build your rela-
and you move forward to take care of the essentials or to lend a helpful hand. Spending tionships so they will last a lifetime, and you are willing to do what it takes to make family
hifi |67 &R &0 [ |7 |72 A - L ol A v srson Lakes the lead tonight
quality time with your loved one is your main priority this evening. work. A young person lakes the lead tonight.
T3 T4 75 Th 7
TR e R0 Rl Gemini (May 21-June 20) & [ Sagittarius (November 22-December21)
82 B3 B4 You are able to cut through whatever problems present themselves and This is a good day to get things donc.Yf)u area ynique individual, with tal-
gel al what is necessary to find, repair or substitute whatever it takes to e Lh“# dg nolycomparc to mapy—lhmk posilive. You are able to :dpply
make things work. You work well with those in authority who are independent. Clear real discipline or ()rgamzatlon.) ou find yoursclf.m avery practical mood and working wth,
ACROSS polished for jewelry. decisions affecting others could be made today. You may be sought after by your co- instead of against, yourself. You have a yearning to move toward the more challenging

issues soon. Consider your choices carefully today because at some hour you may be con-
templating some big changes for your business. You are in a good position to add your
advice or guidance for those who ask. Emotional security, a sense of belonging and nurtur-
ing turns your attention to the home front this afternoon. Making phone calls, paying bills
and wriling letters hold you close to home this evening.

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Something you say or communicale may go against your own besl inlerests.
You could clash with an older person or one in authorily at this time. Not
perhaps a good time for you to try out new things or break away from an old routine. You
might say this is not the day o do two things at once. Slow your pace at bit and you will
find you will have accomplished much more than you thought possible by day’s end.
Intense feelings and strong atlachments make for hot times and you are fiercely loyal, if not
somelimes possessive. You are not at all superficial but always get to the heart of things.
This is good for business and politics, particularly at work. You have a sense for power,
wealth and passion. Accept the changes that are being asked of you at this time.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

What were normally clear ideas before loday may become a bil fuzzy at this
lime—il may be hard Lo be logical. This may be a good time for list making. Seeing both
sides of an issue and figuring out resolutions to opposing views are the things that take on
the most importance in your life as well. You may get insights into your living situation or
support system. There are new ideas about your past history and new approaches to
established facts. You could receive unexpected help or support from those around you for
whatever you want to accomplish. Making a good impression and putling your best foot
forward lake on greater importance this evening, particularly if you are trying Lo impress a

loved one. Romance takes center stage tonight.
J You are enthusiastic to perform your duties in the workplace today. You
may be so prepared that you anticipate rewards. You enjoy working puzzles

and your analytical abilities are at a high point. You can really get your thoughts and ideas
across-good communication. It is time to put your plans to work and move forward with
your career goals. You may find that a co-worker or partner will join in and ascend the cor-
porate ladder with you. A friend from long ago may contact you this afternoon. Much con-
versation over old times may find you looking through the scrapbook this evening. A sense
of belonging and nurturing are important now. You may want what others have but you

may also decide you like the way vou have set up your own life to run.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Yesterday’s Solution

Capital Citles of Europea

on a skewer usually with vegelables. 58. The branch of computer science that The remaining Ieners spell the name of &n adduional car pafL T uTLRE .El.ﬂf-_ LU T & O W E HE u "-5
50. Group insurance that enlitles members  deal with writing compuler programs that M S BEARTTOCH L DB E ATB Y (o 8 PPIORAST JTOUBL JEN -l:_:..'i 1|
to services of participating hospitals and  can solve problems creatively. - LB P U BT E DT T M0 U 8404
clinics and physicians. 59. Standing posture. IEARRAOCRROTAIDAREF O ol B A AN e T e e A e
51. A former British gold coin worth 21 chill- ~ 60. The blood group whose red cells carry RCTEEDSRATSDIRFORDOO P i T
ings. both the A and B antigens. LATLHNILURNREERWODODH NDGEB gl B B B B B B N ETE A g‘].'ﬂ_,;
53. Hard strong durable yellowish-brown  61. A communist state in Indochina on the - . . il | 2y s " A Fal ey |'
J . EREFODONUS I §SP AEBFO I C Ot b DR, 1 B it B P B R B A A JE ale
wood of teak trees. South China Sea. i I g
54. Being one more than one. 62. An interest followed with exaggerated ERRFITHNAVYFMMRTLADTA | by, Py A B B D Ty 0 !:r 1]
56. A coffin along with its stand. zeal. HIYUTHKHEFUEWI| EBLG | R b | i, F e "_:,"":..‘-1": kol Fod 44N e
57.Nol out. 63. An implement consisting of handle with WELM I S LOBGI NESEETOASG D[R [ e AT AR AT A
64. 100 thebe equal 1 pula. a free swinging stick at the end. WBATDI1I TAIMNNHS | SRLNU (| | RN N 3 e S T L
66. (astronomy) An indistinct surface fea-  65. Voluntarily absent from home or coun- : wil 15 |l "-'.-=I N A |.|| Hl
ture of Mars once thought Lo be a system  try. NRNANEI ADLWI H I VIBTR ul : o ] 1 B AT S A A Rl A (T {d d
of channels. 67. A river in north central Switzerland that R oA EONFORGODODSL HORONE al ""ril.l' Fe e "'ir.i;".[“-. E5 |-‘1|E| al
69. (Babylonian) God of wisdom and agri-  runs northeast into the Rhine. EC | S COWUHNTODAGOGOANAHNT Fin(ai. ;_r:H b i"-:!'fg b ; ¥ s O H |,_ |
culture and patron of scribes and schools. 68. One thousandth of a second. ; E ; |' 1 cf-b 1 :1__‘__ f :ﬂl |
73. Soviel physicist who worked on low  70. Primitive chlorophyll-containing mainly FasRRIUGISHERERRDARENW 'i N I A e o M AN _Trl '-| o
lemperalure physics (1908-1968). aqualic eukaryolic organisms lacking true S HHNA HRL I EDOREHLEGCLOGR e e | "11_-'5 HEEST 5-'_1':{ ||k
75. Freshwaler or marine or terrestrial gas-  stems and roots and leaves. OCRCAEEWTV FAHSENY I RDH A 'I Miolsl TRTE T P R DR By I BT El
tropod mollusk usually having an external ~ 71. Any of numerous local fertility and ETUIEECRUDI SECONTROL Cle||ME 0 X E WMo O 0 W Ogn E ByiL |B
enclosing spiral shell. nature deities worshipped by ancient - " ) ol 0O B ELF A8 TIP Eo 00 P [ i
77. The acl ol slowing down or falling  Semilic peoples. FUTTHG ! LLI ATIASITARINHE el ! [ el /
behind. 72. Large sweetl juicy hybrid between lan- ELSWGHT CRAMBEKETELCASER T T T T BLEWA | Mo il M ML [ miad | mEm | i
78. A period marked by distinctive charac-  gerine and grapefruit having a thick wrin- o ALTERHNATOREOGOOTFED e ] T Py by PR
Ler or reckoned [rom a fixed point or event.  kled skin. :.".-::::'I-ﬂlill-m;_l:l LSRN Rachgal] ;n;rﬁ:-:?w-
79. Having a menlal age of three to seven  74. A benevolent aspect of Devi. ALR. BAG CLTCH GAS TANK STARTER e . ; —] T
vcars.\ ¢ ¢ ) 76. (Irish) The seapr;rsonified. uhﬂaﬂm“ ﬁ&f;:" Hﬁjw :_:Egi:'mgn:w“h EE?"E‘L*T"E'T"" %'— i."':""'“"i ?FE"E:"::EWM
81. Uniled States liquid unit equal to 4  80. A nonmetallic largely pentavalent heavy :-.u_g A :n.u?s: COMTRL :m TAIL ,_,.."g.:-r BN [eaipnema] : [T .-f::. . 1n'-\:-ulua::.: .
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Expected Weather for the Next 24 Hours

BY NIGHT: Cool with light to moderate north westerly wind to light variable wind, with speed of 08 - 30 km/h and

some high clouds will appear with a chance for mist forming over some areas.
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SITUATION WANTED

Accounting service: Firm
headed by 16 year experi-
ence chartered accountant.
Accounting, Vat, A/R, A/P,
Inventory, Financial
Reports, Projections etc.
Contact: 97769970. (C 5364)
26-11-2017

REQUIRED

AN INDIAN
EXPORT
MANAGER FOR
A LEADING CO.

ashara |l-:-:

99313892

BY DAY: Mostly Sunny with light to moderate north westerly wind, with speed of 08 - 30 km/h . Automated
enquiryabout [l 31[3:{cf3\[a
WEATHER WARNING No Current Warnings the Civil ID card is ®
STATION MAX.REC. | MIN. EXP. SFC. CHART 28/11/2017 1200 UTC
KUWAIT CITY 23 °C 15 °C
KUWAIT AIRPORT 23 °C 10 °C
ABDALY 21 °C 11 °C
BUBYAN 23 °C 10 °C
FAILAKA ISLAND 22 °C 13 °C
SALMIYAH 22 °C 16 °C American Airlines 22087425 Sri Lanka Airlines 22424444
AHMADI 22 °C 17 °C 22087426 Egypt Air 22421578
NUWAISIB 24 °C 13 °C Kuwait Airways 171 Swiss Air 22421516
WAFRA 23 °C 12 °C Jazeera Airways 177 Saudia 22426306
SALMY 21 °C 09 °C T e b ..}L ) - Jet Airways 22924455 Middle East Airlines 22423073
A DAYS FORECAST FlyDubai 22414400 Lufthansa 22422493
Temperatures Qatar Airways 22423888 PIA 22421044
DAY [DATE WEATHER MAX. | MiN, | Wind Direction | Wind Speed KLM 22425747 Alitalia 22414427
Wednesday | 11/29 Mostly Sunny 23°C | 10°C NW 08 - 30 km/h Air Slovakia 22434940 Balkan Airlines 22416474
Partly cloudy to cloudy with a chance for o o
Thursd: 11/30 4 y ; 24°C | 12°C NW 10 - 32 km/h o MR 4R
ursday S scatfered rain__________ Olympic Airways 22420002/9 Bangladesh Airlines 22452977/8
ey | on ] POV P P gy TROE I moc Llore ] W s Royal Jordani 22418064/5/6  Czech Airli 22417901/
Saturday 12/02 Mostly Sunny 22 °C 09 °C NW 15 - 35 km/h el bkl ces il
Reservation 22433388 2433141
TOMORROW PRAYER TIMES RECORDED YESTERDAY AT KUWAIT ATRPORT British Airways 22425635 Indian Airlines 22456700
Fajr 04:59 MAX. Temp. 18 °C . .
Sunrise 0623 MIN, Temp. 12 °C Air France 22430224 Oman Air 22958787
Zuhr 11:36 MAX. RH 95 % Emirates 22921555 Turkish Airlines 22453820/1
Asr 14:30 MIN. RH 39 % a q
- oo A Wi NEEETEY Air India 22438184 Aerofiot 22404838/9
Isha 18:11 TOTAL RAINFALL IN 24 HR. 1.23mm
L] o L] L3 L3 L] L]
—_ Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwa|t-a|rport.com.kw)
ight Schedule
— DIAL161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION
Arrival Flights on Thursday 29/11/2017 JZR 903 GYD 13:30 Departure Flights on Thursday 29/11/2017 NIA 362 Alexandria 12:35
Airlines Flt Route Time KAC 774 Riyadh 13:40 Airlines Flt Route Time WAN 835 Sarajevo 12:35
JAI 572 Mumbai 00:05 KNE 231 Riyadh 13:55 AIC 976 Goa/Chennai 00:05 MEA 405 Beirut 12:55
KAC 504 Beirut 00:30 PAL 668 Manila 14:00 JZR 528 Asyut 00:15 vIZ 201 TQD 13:30
JZR 267 Beirut 00:40 SVA 500 Jeddah 14:15 JAI 573 Mumbai 00:30 FEG 932 Alexandria 13:40
KAC 102 London 00:50 KAC 618 Doha 14:15 WAN 341 Sohag 00:30 JZR 176 Dubeai 13:40
JZR 539 Cairo 00:55 FDB 059 Dubai 14:20 FDB 072 Dubai 00:35 FDB 076 Dubai 13:45
PGT 858 Istanbul 00:55 QTR 1078 Doha 14:20 PIA 240 Sialkot 00:40 MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
THY 772 Istanbul 00:55 KAC 516 Tehran 14:20 MSC 412 Asyut 01:00 FDK 804 Damascus 14:00
RIA 642 Amman 01:05 KAC 672 Dubai 14:25 JAI 571 Mumbai 01:05 UAE 872 DUbha_'k 1415
SAI 441 Lahore 01:30 JZR 1333 Al Najaf 14:30 JZR 502 Luxor 01:30 ?ZX;; S Koz ikode e
UAE 853 Dubai 01:45 KAC 412 Bangkok 14:35 JZR 142 Doha 01:45 KNE 38 Ta.f'a'” 15:00
DLH 625 Bahrain 01:45 KAC 352 Kochi 14:35 KAC 677 Dubai 01:50 KAC 661 Aat; Dhabi 15:00
THY 764 Istanbul 01:50 GFA 221 Bahrain 14:40 KAC 417 Manila 02:00 KAC 73 Dugai aol 12:05
AXB 395 Kozhikode 02:00 KAC 304 Mumbai 14:50 THY 773 Istanbul 02:30 FDB 060 Dubai 1 5j1 0
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 02:15 KNE 529 Jeddah 14:55 PGT 859 Istanbul 02:30 KAC 691 Muscat 15220
JZR 555 Alexandria 02:15 KAC 788 Jeddah 15:10 SAI 442 Lahore 02:30 GFA 222 Bahrain 1 5:25
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:30 JZR 787 Riyadh 15:30 AXB 396 Kozhikode 02:55 JZR 188 Dubai 1525
KLM 446 Bahrain 02:30 KAC 562 Amman 15:30 ETH 621 Addis Ababa 03:05 QTR 1079 Doha 15:30
OMA 643 Muscat 02:55 KAC 502 Beirut 15:30 KAC 351 Kochi 03:05 SVA 501 Jeddah 15:45
KKK 1268 Istanbul 02:55 OMA 645 Muscat 15:35 UAE 854 Dubai 03:40 KNE 530 Jeddah 15:45
MSR 606 Luxor 03:05 UAE 857 Dubai 15:45 QTR 1087 Doha 03:40 KAC 775 Riyadh 15:50
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:10 QTR 1072 Doha 15:55 KLM 446 Amsterdam 03:55 KAC 743 Dammam 16:05
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15 RJD 135 Abu Dhabi 16:00 KKK 1269 Istanbul 03:55 KAC 563 Amman 16:10
QTR 1076 Doha 03:50 ABY 127 Sharjah 16:00 OMA 644 Muscat 03:55 KAC 619 Doha 16:10
LMU 510 Cairo 04:00 SAW 705 Damascus 16:00 THY 765 Istanbul 04:00 PAL 669 Manila 16:10
KAC 382 Delhi 04:15 KAC 118 New York 16:00 MSR 607 Luxor 04:05 ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20
KAC 544 Cairo 04:25 JZR 535 Cairo 16:05 ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:05 OMA 646 Muscat 16:35
KAC 418 Manila 04:25 KNE 531 Jeddah 16:05 MSR 613 Cairo 04:15 KAC 615 Bahrgin 16:40
KAC 784 Jeddah 04:35 JZR 779 Jeddah 16:15 LMU 511 Cairo 05:00 ABY 128 Sharjah 16:40
FDB 069 Dubai 04:55 FDB 051 Dubai 16:40 QTR 1077 Doha 05:30 RJD 136 Abu Dhabi 16:55
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:20 RIA 640 Amman 16:55 FDB 070 Dubai 05:45 KNE 532 Jeddah 16:55
THY 770 Istanbul 05:25 KAC 542 Cairo 17:05 KAC 303 Mumbai 06:05 SAW 706 Damascus 16:55
JZR 143 Doha 05:25 SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15 JZR 1330 Al Najaf 06:20 KAC 675 Dubai 17:00
KAC 358 Kochi 05:40 GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30 JZR 560 Sohag 06:25 QTR 1073 Doha 17:15
KAC 332 Trivandrum 05:40 JZR 125 Bahrain 17:35 THY 771 Istanbul 06:50 KAC 503 Beirut 17:15
KAC 344 Chennai 05:50 JZR 777 Jeddah 17:45 RIA 643 Amman 07:05 j%g 249 fmrhan e
KAC 302 Mumbai 06:20 UAE 875 Dubai 18:00 GFA 212 Bahrain 07:15 e %83 Df"”ll(t 1730
KAC 362 Colombo 06:25 FDB 063 Dubai 18:10 JZR 1334 Al Najaf 07:30 FDB 05> b g a 1720
KAC 678 Dubai 06:30 JZR 177 Dubai 18:15 KAC 167 Paris 07:35 KAc 327 K;'c:i' 1745
KAC 284 Dhaka 06:30 MSR 620 Cairo 18:30 JZR 1336 Al Najaf 07:45 UAE 828 Dubai 1745
WAN 342 Sohag 06:35 QTR 1080 Doha 18:50 JZR 902 GYD 07:50 RIA 641 Amman 17:55
JZR 529 Asyut 06:50 KAC 744 Dammam 19:10 KAC 501 Beirut 08:00 KAC 331 Trivandrum 18:00
KAC 206 Islamabad 06:50 KAC 776 Riyadh 19:20 KAC 413 Bangkok 08:10 KAC 343 Chennai 18:00
BAW 157 London 07:10 ABY 123 Sharjah 19:25 FDB 054 Dubai 08:35 JZR 538 Cairo 1815
KAC 204 Lahore 07:10 RBG 555 Alexandria 19:25 KAC 791 Madinah 08:35 SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
QTR 8511 Doha 07:35 KAC 662 Abu Dhabi 19:25 KAC 787 Jeddah 08:40 GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
FDB 053 Dubai 07:35 GFA 217 Bahrain 19:30 KAC 613 Bahrain 08:55 JZR 184 Dubai 18:30
KAC 354 Bengaluru 07:35 KAC 156 Istanbul 19:30 BAW 156 London 08:55 WAN 115 Bahrain 18:50
JZR 503 Luxor 07:45 NIA 361 Alexandria 19:40 KAC 117 New York 09:00 KAC 381 Delhi 18:50
KAC 384 Delhi 08:00 KAC 674 Dubai 19:45 QTR 8512 Doha 09:05 FDB 064 Dubai 19:10
UAE 855 Dubai 08:35 FDB 057 Dubai 19:50 JZR 534 Cairo 09:10 JZR 554 Alexandria 19:20
IRA 667 Esfahan 09:00 KAC 616 Bahrain 19:55 KAC 561 Amman 09:40 UAE 876 Dubai 19:30
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:05 KNE 381 Taif 20:00 KAC 671 Dubai 09:45 MSR 621 Cairo 19:30
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05 JZR 189 Dubai 20:10 KAC 741 Dammam 09:45 QTR 1081 Doha 20:00
QTR 1070 Doha 09:10 KAC 620 Doha 20:15 ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45 ABY 124 Sharjah 20:05
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40 OMA 647 Muscat 20:20 KAC 101 London 09:45 RBG 556 Alexandria 20:05
SVA 512 Riyadh 10:00 KAC 692 Muscat 20:40 KAC 515 Tehran 10:00 GFA 218 Bahrain 20:15
JZR 1331 Al'Najaf 10:00 DLH 624 Frankfurt 20:45 KAC 541 Cairo 10:00 FDB 058 Dubeai 20:35
AW 157A Al Najaf 10:00 ALK 229 Colombo 21:20 UAE 856 Dubai 10:00 KAC 345 Ahmedabad 20:40
IRA 673 Ahwaz 10:10 MEA 402 Beirut 21:20 IRA 668 Mashhad 10:00 NIA 162 Cairo 20:40
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40 ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:20 KAC 773 Riyadh 10:10 KNE 232 Riyadh 20:45
WAN 114 Bahrain 11:00 KAC 168 Paris 21:20 ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:10 KAC 353 Bengaluru 20:35
SYR 341 Damascus 11:00 KAC 786 Jeddah 21:25 KAC 617 Doha 10:15 ﬁﬁg 301 g"‘!mba' 21:00
JZR 1337 Al Najaf 11:10 UAE 859 Dubai 21:35 QTR 1071 Doha 10:20 A 16233 o %1158
JZR 1335 Al Najaf 11:10 KAC 676 Dubai 21:40 KAC 155 Istanbul 10:25 DLH ea B ”hsc? 5130
MSC 403 Asyut 11:15 GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45 JZR 778 Jeddah 10:30 DHX bt th:gm 2120
QTR 1074 Doha 11:20 KLM 445 Amsterdam 21:50 FDB 056 Dubai 10:35 QTR 1089 Doha 22100
NIA 161 Cairo 11:35 WAN 116 Bahrain 22:00 RSB 7684 Baghdad 11:00 KAC 205 Islamabad 52:05
MEA 404 Beirut 11:55 KAC 564 Amman 22:00 SVA 513 Riyadh 11:00 KAC 203 Lahore 52410
FEG 933 Sohag 12:40 ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:15 JZR 1332 Al Najaf 11:00 MEA 203 Beirut 3220
FDB 075 Dubai 12:45 AlC 981 Chennai/Ahmedabad 22:25 IRA 672 Ahwaz 11:10 ALK 230 Colombo 22:25
JZR 561 Sohag 12:45 JZR 241 Amman 22:40 GFA 214 Bahrain 11:25 GFA 220 Bahrain 22:30
UAE 871 Dubai 12:50 JZR 185 Dubai 23:10 JZR 776 Jeddah 12:00 KAC 783 Jeddah 22:35
KAC 742 Dammam 12:50 JAI 574 Mumbai 23:15 SYR 342 Damascus 12:00 KAC 383 Delhi 22:40
FDK 803 Damascus 13:00 WAN 836 Sarajevo 23:25 JZR 786 Riyadh 12:00 KLM 445 Bahrain 22:50
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00 BBC 043 Dhaka 23:30 MSC 404 Alexandria 12:15 UAE 860 Dubai 23:00
AXB 393 Kozhikode 13:15 MSC 405 Sohag 23:30 QTR 1075 Doha 12:30 ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:05
KAC 792 Madinah 13:20 FDB 071 Dubai 23:45 viZ 205 IQA 12:30 QTR 1083 Doha 23:20
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Jolie thinks making a movie in

Manolo Blahnik says a
person’s appearance
Is imperative
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he 75-year-old designer was born with the “mentalily” Lo
T always make an effort with the way he looks regardless of how
“busy” he is, and though he takes care in his looks and showers
twice a day, the mogul has claimed he “never” makes a “big
effort” to look “polished”. Speaking to ElleUK.com, the creative master-
mind said: “I was born with this mentalily since a child. Mainlenance is
important even when you're busy. In the morning I have a quick shower,
then a shower al night. There’s never a big effort - I've never tried to be
polished. If you have an old suit that’s many years old, you must send it to
the cleaners every two weeks or so. That's what you have to do. People
have to pay more attention.” But Manolo has admitted as he has got old-
er he cares less aboul people’s opinions of him. He said: “I couldn’t care
less about what people think about me. When you reach a certain age,
you don't give a damn. I'm an old boy now. That’s the truth. Reputation,
fame and being well-known, those things never entered my head. As long
as I don’t kill people, then I'm happy with anything.” The businessman
both stars and is the subjecl of a new documentary ‘Manolo: The Boy
Who Makes Shoes For Lizards’, but the star wished he was not seen in
the production because he feels sick when he sees himsell on screen, and
he thinks he looks “huge” in the series after having corlisone injectlions in
his body after he suffered a fall at his home and broke his diaphragm.

A\

Lav Twier has revealed
she has a signature ‘call’

he ‘Gunpowder’ star - whose father is Aerosmith rocker Steve Tyler - makes bird-like noises to commu-

nicate with her friends and family. Liv explained to The Times newspaper: “It's a super New York thing.

Kids who grow up in certain neighborhoods have a call so they can communicate with their gang. We

learnt it off friends who grew up in the projects. If you're a few blocks away and you hear the call then
you immediately turn round.” She added her father has one loo, revealing: “His is really funny. IU's good to have
your family call. It's the only way to get anybody’s attention.” Liv, 40, grew up in New York’s East Village with her
mother, Playboy model Bebe Buell and singer/songwriter Todd Rundgren who for the first few years of her life
she believed to be her father. The ‘Lord of the Rings’ actress recalled the moment she spotted Steve Tyler’s :
daughter Mia, from his marriage Lo the actress Cyrinda Foxe, and a Guns N’ Roses concert, and realized she was
her sister. Liv said: “I saw this girl, Mia standing there and she literally looked like my twin. I turned to my mom
and she looked at me with those big, beauliful doe eyes of hers. They were all glassy and she just started Lo cry. e
So [ said, ‘Is that my sister?” and Mom just said, ‘Yes.” * The mother-of-three also revealed when she first met her
father she felt an instant connection with the Aerosmith frontman. She recalled: “It was at one of Todd’s shows.
felt a connection to my father that I'd never really felt with anyone before. I sort of fell in love with him, except of

course it wasn't that, it was a kinship and a closeness.”

Cambodia helped son ‘grow and evolve’
he actress-turned-director enlisted 16-year-old Maddox to serve as execu-
T tive producer on ‘First They Killed My Father’ - which is based on author
Lung Ung’s account of the Khmer Rouge 1975-79 regime - and she was “so
proud” to see the teenager working hard in his home country, from where
she adopted him as a baby. Speaking to Psychologies magazine, Angelina - whose 13-
year-old son Pax was a stills photographer on the set - said: “It was a joy. I wanted
them to understand their world and be able to go out and live and make friends. Yes,
we were working on something important and I wanted them to have a strong work
ethic, but I was also so proud when I looked over and saw Mad and Pax working with
the crew and creating something. It was a natural process and I think it helped Mad to
grow and evolve in a way that I couldn’t do for him. His country had to teach him. He
was very involved in the production and Pax worked as a set photographer.” The 42-
year-old star - who also raises Zahara, 12, Shiloh, 11, and nine-year-old twins Knox and
Vivienne with estranged husband Brad Pilt - had known for many years thal she wanl-
ed Lo make the book into a movie with her son’s involvement, and was very
“impressed” with the work he put into the project. She said: “He earned that [executive
producer]| credit. We'd had the script for a few years and Mad has known of Loung’s
story his whole life. I told him, ‘One day, son, you'll be ready and you'll tell me when it’s
time to go deeply into your country. Bt I need your help. You have to do it with me.
“And because the story is from a child’s point of view, il was good to have somebody
younger like Mad there to say, ‘You're losing my attention’. He really impressed me.”

Jason Biggs hailed his
wife as a ‘champion’

n he ‘American Pie’ star and wife Jenny Mollen welcomed Lheir sec-

ond son Lazlo into the world on October 1 2017 and Jason admit-

led it is Jenny who soothes the Lot in the night when he’s hungry

or upset. He told UsMagazine.com: “Jenny’s up with the baby.
Jenny’s breastfeeding, she’s a champion, she’s up with him a lot.” The 38-
year-old actress - who is also mother to three-year-old son Sid - revealed
during her pregnancy that she was battling “prepartum depression”. But
Jason, 39, revealed she is coping well since the birth, saying: “She’s good.”
The ‘Orange Is The New Black’ star has been enjoying all his time with
Lazlo because he’s such an easy baby. He said: “He’s actually a really good
baby. We'll be like, ‘Have you changed him?” ‘No, [ haven’t changed him.
Should we check his diaper?’ “And it'll be like a blow out! This kid has
been sitting in a pile of his own s*** for like how long? “And he’s just chill.
He’s just sucking on his pacifier, cold chilling.
“Sid would be like, ‘Get this s***ty diaper off of me right now! What is
wrong with you people?! This is unhumane!” Jason admitted he is getting
really excited about the holidays now Sid is old enough to getl involved in
the celebrations. He said: “I'm more excited about the holidays than I ever
have been. My eldest son really knows Santla now, really gets it. I'm so
exciled lo go gel oul lree.”

T s

Blige was afraid to go make-up
free for ‘Mudbound’

. he 46-year-old singer was [orced Lo dilch the cosmelic items for her

role in the historical period drama, which sees her portray Florence
Jackson in the movie, but the star was so fearful of going au naturel
she “fought” with the creative team to keep her false eyelashes, long

fingernails and wigs because she felt “really low”. The ‘Family Affair’ hitmaker
told Variety: “Florence came at a time when I was really low, feeling super inse-
cure, nol sure of my life, not sure of even who I was. I didn't really realize that [
was hanging onto so many things of the world that made me feel beautiful. “I
was fighting to keep lashes. I was fighting for fingernails, and fighting for wigs
and things like that. And I just didn’t want to strip down, because I just was
afraid.” And the reason Mary was hesilant about baring all was because she
wanted to be “beautiful”, and she thought such niceties would help her see that.
The ‘Just Fine’ singer - who filed for a divorce [rom her estranged husband
Martin ‘Kendu’ Isaacs earlier this year - said: “I was struggling because I was
going through some real heavy... things in my mind. And I wanted to be beauti-
ful for someone. I wanted to be beautiful. I thought that these things made me
beautiful to this person. So I was afraid to let it go because | was trying to save
something that was already dead.” Once Mary f[ollowed the advice of film
director Dee Rees and scrapped the beauty products, she felt “really liberated”
and realized her own “inner beauty”. She explained: “Once I trusted [Rees] and
let Florence live, she really liberated me. She really opened me up to my own
inner beauty for real. Nol what I thought I'd learn, but really truly who I am.
And that none of this matters. “Now I'm running around with my own edges
oul. I wanl Lo wear my own hair oul. It is what it is. My forehead is whal il is.
My edges are whal they are. The lexture of my hair is what it is. The color of
my skin is what it is. I am what [ am.”
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Minaj wants people to
feel the ‘holiday magic’

he 34-year-old rapper portrays a mother in the brand’s fes-
T tive commercial, and she hopes the clip will encourage
“everyone in the world” to gel into the feslive spiril.
Speaking to Look magazine, she said: “I wish that everyone
in the world could feel the same holiday magic thal we created for
this shool.” But for the ‘Anaconda’ hitmaker the best part of starring
in the advert was working with photographer Tim Walker, who she
has praised for having an “incredible vision” for the campaign. Asked
about her highlight when working on the project, she said: “It has to
be working with the amazing photographer Tim Walker. He had
such an incredible vision for the whole campaign - there’s always
magic in the air during the holidays and he really brought it to life.”
Nicki also enjoyed acling alongside 36-year-old ‘Grey’s Analomy’
aclor Jesse Williams in the advert, who she has described as an
“inspiring” figure because he is “so professional and natural” in [ront
of the camera. The “The Other Woman'’ star continued: “He was so
professional and natural that it didn't feel like he was acling at all.
This made him so inspiring to work with, and made the experience
so much easier for me.” And while Nicki wants audiences Lo enjoy
her lanlasy advert, she believes her own career resembles a fairylale
too. Speaking previously, she said: “If I had to describe [the past ten
years], I would say ‘blessed’. Blessed and highly favoured, because
the things that have happened Lo me have been once in a lifetime. “1
feel like it’s been a Cinderella story. Getting plucked out of
Southside, Jamaica, Queens by the prince, Lil Wayne, and whisked
away on a freaking magic pumpkin. I'm still in the magic pumpkin! I
have to say it's been magical. It's been tough. It's been emotional.
I've had to deal with it all, negative and positive.”

Hoult's cures hangovers
with ice cold water

he ‘X-Men: Apocalypse’ star shot to fame as party boy Tony
Stonem in TV drama ‘Skins’ when he was just 16. But Nicholas,
now 27, can’t party like he used to and tries to avoid going on set
with a hangover. But if does indulge in too much alcohol he has
come up with a way to liven himself up. Speaking to MrPorter.com, he
said: “IUs not like when I was in ‘Skins’. Now I'm older I realize that I'm
working and if I'm not on point, I can’t do it, my brain isn’t up to speed.”
Revealing his icy hangover cure, he added: “Run a sink of cold water, fill it
with ice, then stick your head in it.” The ‘Mad Max: Fury Road’ actor
revealed he prefers a night in wearing his comfortable bathrobe and
indulging in his favourile hobby of cooking. He said: “A [riend just bought
me a bathrobe so now I'm obsessed with putting on my bathrobe. Just
mooching around about in it, making a coffee.” Nicholas - who was previ-
ously in a relationship with his ‘X-Men’ co-slar Jennifer Lawrence - is
currently daling 24-year-old US-based lingerie model Bryana Holly.
Talking about his passion for cooking her revealed he cooks an annual
pre-Christmas lunch for his friends, and recently stole another man’s food
delivery. Nicholas confessed: “It was on my doorstep! Addressed Lo some-
one else, but al my address. It would have all gone off if 1 hadn’t cooked
it... That's bad, isn’t it?”
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GOMEZ’S FAMILY ‘STILL
UNCOMFORTABLE’ WITH BIEBER

he 25-year-old singer and the ‘Sorry’ musician recently

T decided to give their relationship another try after having
ended their five-year on/off romance in 2015, and although

the pair seem happier than ever together, Selena’s family are

said to be less than thrilled with the idea. Selena - who ended her
relationship with The Weeknd before reconnecting with Justin - was
reportedly considering bringing 23-year-old Justin home to Texas for
Thanksgiving last week, but the pair decided it was best for them to
spend the holiday season with their own families. A source told E!
News: “They both spent Thanksgiving with their families. Justin went
to Canada and Selena was in Texas. They are still doing really well
Llogether, but they agreed il was best for them Lo be with their fami-
lies for the holiday. “Selena felt it was too soon for Justin to come to

Texas with her. Her family is still getting comfortable with the idea of
them back together.” It comes after sources claimed carlier this
month that the pair - who first began dating in 2010 - are “exclusive”,
alter the ‘Love Yoursell” singer managed Lo win over Selena’s [riends.
An insider said: “[They are] exclusive. They're really happy and
enjoying this time together. They’ve both grown a lot over the years
and are exciled to have reconnected. “Justin definitely had to prove
himsell to her [riends Lo regain their trust and he’s doing a good job.
Her friends have come around and can see that this time is different.”
Meanwhile, it was previously revealed that Selena views Justin as her
“first love”. An insider said: “Justin was Selena’s first love. He will
always have a special place in her heart. She’s always held out hope
that one day the circumstances and timing would be right.”

Cowell has splashed out
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Cyrus ‘doesn’t like" her own pop music

$25m on a new home

he 58-year-old music mogul has spared no expense to snap up the
lavish 10,000 square foot, seven bedroom home on the Pacific Coast

Highway. Simon’s new pad overlooks the ocean and boasts a swimming

pool, a modern interior and a tennis courl. But despite its helty price
tag, the property is likely only to be a holiday home for Simon, his partner
Lauren Silverman and their son Eric, three, as the ‘X Faclor’ boss already owns
his main house in London, and a second $15 million abode in Beverly Hills. The
‘Britain’s Got Talent star recently feared for his life after falling down the stairs
ol his London home while going Lo gel a glass ol milk. He said: “I was lying on
my back thinking, ‘I hope I haven't broken my neck.’” But the NHS stalf were the
most amazing people I've ever met, genuinely. Fortunately it was all fine ... “He
[Eric] probably would have told me off, and I didn’t want to worry him. He’s only
three.” While the fall didn't leave Simon with any lasting damage, it has helped
him realize what is important in life. He said at the time: “It does make you real-
ize what's truly important in life.” It comes after Simon admitted low blood pres-
sure was Lo blame for his slip and has vowed to change his lifestyle in order to
make sure he is as fit as he can be so that he can be a responsible father for
Eric. He said: “Somelimes we gel a reminder thal we're not invincible and this
was certainly mine. It was a huge shock. “They think I fainted because I had
low blood pressure and so I have gol to really take good care of mysell to sort
that out. After all I am a dad and have more responsibility than ever.”

he ‘Malibu’ singer isn’t a fan of her own more commercial
T songs and finds it hard to relate to popular tracks that get
a lot of radio play. Miley made her revelation while cri-
tiquing her team member Brooke Simpson on “The Voice’,
after the hopeful performed Pink’s “What About Us’ and the 25-
year-old former Disney star praised her act for being able to add
her own Lwist on the song. She said: “We always look forward Lo - 1
really, really look forward to because I get to imagine it and create it
with you but - your performances. “I think people will look forward
to keeping vou on the show, so everyone has to vole for Brooke
obviously to see that happen. But what you all can really look for-
ward to is Brooke’s record when she makes one. “She has got such
an amazing year and an amazing way lo interpret pop music -
which, I'm the popstar sitting here and I don’t even like pop music
half the time, I don't even like my own pop music most of the time -
bul you take a song that’s on the radio that I can’l always relate to
and, like Adam [Levine] said, make it about you.” And the ‘Party in
the USA’ hitmaker was particularly “proud” of Brooke because she
understood it can be very hard to give a fresh take on a popular
mainstream song. She continued: “In the beginning I always kind of
fought back aboul doing mainstream ‘cause actually Adam taught
me sometimes when something’s on the radio, people know it so
well, it’s hard to make it your own. “But you did it perfectly this
week and I'm just so, so proud of you.”

Jeremy Piven thanks fans for their support

Harry Styles is a huge

claims he vehemently denies - and as a result, the US TV network CBS has

decided not Lo continue the show. Jeremy tweeled: “Wanted Lo thanks all of

you guys for supporting us at #WisdomoftheCrowd sorry we don’t get to
conlinue with this great family we have created . Proud of the work we did and we will
Finish out our 13 episodes with full hearts ! “Thanks for all the love , going to miss it as
well... #WisdomoftheCrowd (sic)” All 13 episodes of the show originally commissioned
will air, but an order for additional episodes has been declined, an insider told TV Line.
‘Wisdom of the Crowd’ saw Jeremy slar as a man who develops an online crowd-
sourcing app lo create a crack team to help him find out who murdered his daughter.
The 52-year-old actor has been accused of sexual assault or harassment by four
women - aclress Anaslasia Taneie, former Playboy model Ariane Bellamar, ‘Longmire’
actress Cassidy Freeman, and adverlising executive Tiffany Bacon Scourby. Following
the spate of allegations, Jeremy said in a statement to BuzzFeed: “Let me be absolutely
clear, this simply did not happen. “I would never force myself on a woman. I cannot
speak as to why a person would create a story like this.” Meanwhile, HBO - the TV
network that broadcast ‘Entourage’ - said: “We reviewed our records and did not
receive any complaints against Jeremy Piven on ‘Entourage’.” The actor reportedly
took polygraph tests regarding three of the claims, and a blanket lie detector test to
determine if he had ever assaulted a woman, and he passed with no signs of deception.

. he ‘Entourage’ slar has been accused of sexual misconduct by four women -

Shania Twain fan

he former One Direction star has revealed he takes inspiration from the

T ‘Man! I Feel Like A Woman’ country singer when it comes to both music
and fashion. Harry told ‘Entertainment Tonight’: “I think both music and

fashion, [my] main influence was probably Shania Twain. Yeah, I think

she’s amazing.” The ‘Sign Of The Times’ singer has previously spoken of how he
inherited his love of music from his parents, and his mother was a big Shania fan.
He shared: “I used lo listen Lo a lot of my dad’s music and my mum’s music ... “My
dad was a big [fan of] The Bealles , Elvis Presley, [The Rolling | Stones ,
Fleetwood Mac , that kinda stuff. I think if you grew up listening to that, a child
can’t not be influenced. “And then my mum was crazy into Norah Jones and
Shania Twain, so I have that side, Loo, which is [un.” In the past, Harry has spoken
aboul wanling Lo cover Shania’s hil ‘Still The One’” with One Direclion. Meanwhile,
the 24-year-old has revealed how he favors deep, meaningful ballads - but Harry
admitted he still enjoys having a bit of fun. The dark-haired hunk said: “I think my
favoritle songs [are the most personal ones] bul my favorile way Lo listen Lo music
is on my own, with my eyes closed for example, or not. If I'm driving, or operating
machinery, I usually keep them open ... “I think it's just as important to have songs
that are fun and make you feel great, and I think that’s just as important as every-

thing being moody and deep and meaningful.”

Timbaland almost died of an
overdose of painkillers

Ray J and Princess Love
expecting their first child

he 36-year-old singer and Princess lied the knol in 2016, and during
T her announcement post on Instagram, Princess revealed the couple
have been patiently waiting to share their pregnancy news with their
fans. She posted a picture of her baby bump and captioned it: “It’s
such a blessing from God to be able to carry our child. We kept this to ourselves
until after the first trimester because it's bad luck to announce loo early. But
we're so proud to share this journey with you guys. Thank you for all of the love
and prayers (sic)” Ray J also spoke of his delight during his appearance on “The
Real’, revealing the couple have been trying to have a baby for some time. He
explained: “Princess and I, we're expecting. I'm nervous, excited ... it finally hap-
pened. My first one. “It was special, because we was trying for awhile. It's not as
easy as people think. Some people go on tour and get everybody pregnant. But
for me, it was love and we took our time.” The singer - who previously dated
Kim Kardashian Wesl - revealed he would be happy to have a baby of either
gender, although he also conceded he’s secretly hoping for “a little girl first”.
The ‘One Wish’ hitmaker added: “Because iUs like, Daddy’s little girl. “The little
boy is going to probably be a little aggressive, so I wanna be able to have some
peace first. Bring the peaceful side in and then bring the boy in. But whatever
God blesses us with, I'm happy.” The loved-up couple tied the knot in August
last year al the Vibiana in Los Angeles, having dated each other since 2014.

he 45-year-old record producer - who has collaborated with some of the biggest
T names in the music industry, including Jay Z, Justin Timberlake and Katy Perry -
has revealed he came perilously close to losing his life three years ago after over-
dosing on OxyContin, which he became addicted to. Of his near-death experience,
he shared: “All I can tell you is that there was a light. I woke up trying to catch my breath,
like I was underwater.” Timbaland started taking painkillers over a decade ago because of
nerves issue, which he explained stemmed from a gunshot wound he suffered during his
teens. But over a period of time, the chart-topping star developed an addiction to the poten-
tially dangerous painkillers. He told Rolling Stone magazine: “Music is a gilt and curse.
“Once you're not popping, it plays with your mind. The pills helped block out the noise - I'd
just sleep all day. I remember Jay Z told me one time, ‘Don’t do no more interviews’ -
because I was saying crazy s**1.” The producer’s addiction eventually started to impact his
career, with Timbaland’s ability to produce hit records waning. Bul having survived his
near-death experience, the music star claims he now has a completely different perspective
on his life and his career. Timbaland - whose real name is Tim Mosley - explained: “Through
that whole thing I saw life - I saw where I would be if I don't change, and where I could be if
I did. “I thought about Michael Jackson ... I didn’t want to be old and taking these pills.”
Timbaland currently had a number of projects in the pipeline, but the producer says he’s
also determined to work with up-and-coming artists, too. He said: “Right now, 1 feel like
what I can do with my legacy is to give back. “Which means finding the youth of today.
Look at Quincy Jones - he was 50 when he did “Thriller’! What's my “Thriller?™”
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Photo shows the Crenshaw district in Los Angeles, California, where actress Meghan
Markle was reported to have grown up. — AFP

actress Meghan Markle was educated.

An exterior view of the Immaculate Heart High School in Hollywood, California where

Britain’s Prince Harry and his fiance US actress Meghan Markle pose for a photograph

in the Sunken Garden in west London following the engagement announcement.

Meghan Markle follows

Grace Kelly in abandoning acting

eghan Markle says acling will take a back secal

when she marries Prince Harry, following the exam-

ple of screen icon Grace Kelly who abandoned
Hollywood to marry into royalty. The 36-year-old has
starred in legal drama “Suits” since 2011, but is likely to shed
many outside interests as she joins the
British royal [amily following the couple’s ‘ ‘
engagement announcement, according to
observers. Markle confirmed in an inter-
view with the BBC she would be giving
up acting and would focus much of her
attention on the causes that are impor-
tant to her.

“I don't see it as giving anything up. I
see it as a change. It's a new chapter,”
she said. Markle and Harry, 33, will wed
in spring next vear, 62 years after silver
screen icon Kelly abandoned her glitter-
ing career to marry Monaco’s Prince
Rainier III. Hollywood branding expert
Jeetendr Sehdev pointed out however that Markle is not in
the same league as the Oscar-winning star of 1950s
Hitchcock thrillers “Dial M for Murder,” “Rear Window” and
“To Calch a Thiel.” “Americans who have heard ol Meghan

Markle is the
[ace of the
modern princess

will remember her as a working TV actor rather than an
celebrity or a Hollywood star,” Sehdev, bestselling author of
“The Kim Kardashian Principle,” told AFP. He added that
Britain’s first mixed-race royal could nevertheless inspire the
British TV industry to create more leading roles for actors of
color. “Meghan Markle is the face of the
modern princess and there’s no reason
why she shouldn’t keep working in TV
alter her marriage. The palace will likely
have a say in any of her future career
choices and roles.”

Reform too far?

But royal writer Catriona Harve-
Jenner said in a commentary for British
lifestyle magazine Cosmopolitan that
Markle had made the right decision in
’ ’ shedding her acting ambitions. “Being a

senior member of the roval family is a

full-time job, and it requires those who
do it to patron charities, represent the UK on an internation-
al scale and generally maintain the traditions of the roval
family,” said Harve-Jenner. “How would she balance all that
with a [ull-time actling role on ‘Suits?””

Noor, Hayworth and other
American women
who married royalty

This combination of file pictures created on November 27, 2017 shows (L-R) a photo taken in 1946 of US actress Rita Hayworth,
Queen Noor of Jordan, US actress Meghan Markle, portrait dated 1930’s of American-born Wallis Simpson and Princess Grace of
Monaco in her garden at home in June 1981 in Paris. — AFP

S actress Meghan Markle, who is to wed Britain’s
Prince Harry next year, will become the latest
American lo marry into a royal family. Here’s a briel

look at five other American women who became princesses
or queens:

Grace Kelly

Actress Grace Kelly was al the peak of a glillering
Hollywood career when she gave it up to marry Prince
Rainier [T of Monaco in April 1956. Grace Patricia Kelly was
born on November 12, 1929 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
the third of four children in a wealthy Irish-Catholic family.
The blonde beauty made her film debut in 1951 in “Fourteen
Hours” and shot to fame the following vear alongside Gary
Cooper in “High Noon.”

She won an Oscar nomination for Best Supporting
Actress for “Mogambo” in 1953 and the Academy Award for
Best Actress the following year [or “The Country Girl.” But
Kelly is perhaps best known for her roles in three Alfred
Hitchcock movies-"Dial M for Murder,” “Rear Window™ and
“To Calch a Thief.” Kelly abandoned her career entirely
when she married Prince Rainier after a whirlwind courtship.
They had three children: Caroline; Albert, the reigning
monarch in Monaco; and Stephanie. Kelly died in September
1982 when her car ran off the road after she suffered a
stroke at the wheel.

Wallis Simpson

Wallis Simpson was a twice-divorced American woman
whose marriage to Britain’s King Edward VIII led to him
relinquishing the crown in December 1936. Bessie Wallis
Warfield was born on June 19, 1896 in Blue Ridge Summit,
Pennsylvania. Her father died shortly after her birth.

Warfield married a US naval aviator, Win Spencer, in 1916,
divorced him in 1927 and wed a shipping executive, Ernest
Simpson, the following vear. She became involved with then-
Prince Edward in 1934. His relationship with an American
divorcee was frowned upon by Britain’s royal and political
class. Edward became king in January 1936 but abdicated in
December that same year and married Simpson-"the woman
[ love”-in June 1937. Edward and Simpson were named the
Duke and Duchess of Windsor. Edward died in 1972 and
Simpson in 1986. They had no children.

Rita Hayworth
Actress Rita Hayworth married Prince Aly Khan-the son
of the Aga Khan III, the then spiritual leader of Ismaili
Muslims regarded as a direct descendent of the Prophet

Mohammed-in 1949 after the breakup of her marriage to
actor-director Orson Welles. Hayworth was born Margarita
Carmen Cansino on October 17, 1918 in Brooklyn, New York,
to show business parents. After moving to Los Angeles as a
leenager, she had bit parts in several movies before adopling
the screen name Rita Hayworth and going on to stardom.

Nicknamed the “Love Goddess” by Life magazine, she
appeared alongside Fred Astaire in the 1941 film “You'll
Never Get Rich” and a host of other hits including “Gilda,” in
which she performed a strip scene which was seen as scan-
dalous at the time. In 1949, a pregnant Hayworth married Aly
KChan. She gave birth to a daughter, Princess Yasmin Aga
[Chan, in December 1949. She divorced Aly Khan in 1953
alter a tumultuous marriage and went on lo marry two more
times. Hayworth suffered from Alzheimer’s disease in her lat-
er years and died in New York in May 1987.

Queen Noor
Jordan’s Queen Noor married King Hussein in 1978,
becoming the fourth and final wife of the leader of the
Hashemite Kingdom. Lisa Najeeb Halaby was born on
August 23, 1951 in Washington to a prominent Christian
Arab-American family. Her [ather was the chiel execulive of
the airline Pan American and also headed the Federal
Aviation Administration. A graduate of Princeton University,
Halaby married King Hussein in June 1978, converling Lo his
Muslim faith and becoming Queen Noor Al-Hussein. They
had four children. Since the king’s death in 1999, Queen
Noor has been active in philanthropic aclivities and the

nuclear non-proliferation movement.

Hope Cooke

New York socialite Hope Cooke married the crown
prince of the tiny Himalayan kingdom of Sikkim in 1963 in a
real-life story that has been compared to the Rodgers and
Hammerstein musical “The King and 1.” Cooke was born on
June 24, 1940 in San Francisco. Her mother, a pilot, died in a
plane crash when Cooke was just two years old, and she was
raised by her grandparents in New York. She met Palden
Thondup Namgyal, the widowed crown prince of Sikkim,
during a 1959 trip to India as a college student. They fell in
love and married in 1963 and she became the Gyalmo, or
queen consort, when her husband took the throne in 1965
and became Chogyal, or king. Sikkim was annexed by India
in 1973 and Cooke returned to the United States with their
two children. She divorced her husband in 1980 and he died
two years later. Cooke recounted her life in a 1981 autobiog-
raphy, “Time Change.” — AFP

Markle will be the first American welcomed into the roy-
als since Wallis Simpson-famously also a divorcee-but will
probably nol, in [acl, be a princess. Whalt is far more likely,
say experts, is that the couple become a duke and duchess,
like William and Kate. As well as starring as paralegal Rachel
Zane on “Suils,” Markle is an entrepreneur, aclivist, blogger
and fashion designer and would probably be expected to
drop many of those pursuits too, to focus on royal activities.

The actress appears Lo already be winding down her
workload, having shut down her lifestyle website, “The Tig,”
in recent months. Sarika Bose, a lecturer in Victorian litera-
ture at the University of British Columbia and a royal expert,
said times had changed since Kelly was forced to choose
between career and family life. But she added that having a
working actress in the fold may vel be a modernizing reform
too far for the British throne, which dates back to the merger
of England and Scotland in the early 18th century.

‘Very charismatic’

“Although British society and the monarchy have changed
greatly over the last few decades, there are still possible
assumptions people might impose on Ms Markle which are
conflated with her acting roles, her life as a celebrity and her
public role as a member of the royal family,” she told AFP.

This file photo taken
on November 03, 2012
shows Britain’s Prince

Harry (R) running out

of the VHR (very high

ready-ness) tent to
scramble his Apache
with fellow Pilots at
the British controlled
flight-line at Camp
Bastion in
Afghanistan.

— AFP photos

Bose said she expected Markle to follow other members of
the family in pursuing charitable activities.

“Well before meeting Prince Harry, Markle already demon-
straled a serious interest and commitment Lo social justice inilia-
lives, as a World Vision Global Ambassador and an advocate for
political participation and leadership for women through the
United Nations,” she said. “These activities provide her with both
experience and credibility as a patron of causes when she
becomes a member of the royal family.” The daughter of an
African-American mother and white American father of Dutch
and Irish descent, Markle’s parents divorced when she was aged
six. She has half-siblings on her father’s side, and grew up in Los
Angeles, attending a girls’ Roman Catholic school there. After
graduating from Northwestern University’s School of
Communication in 2003, Markle appeared on more than a dozen
TV shows including “CSI: NY” “Knight Rider” and “linge.”

She became more high-profile when she began appearing
in “Suits” and secured a small role in the movie “Horrible
Bosses” (2011). Clarence Move, TV editor at Awards Daily,
described Markle as a “very charismatic” actress and said he
was disappointed that she appeared to be set on conforming
to tradition. “It would be interesting to see a modern woman
continuing her career... but it's not where she seems to be
headed,” he said. — AFP

PRINCE HARRY: THE ONCE
TROUBLED PLAYBOY GROWS UP

Meghan Markle was announced on Monday, has

been transformed in recent years from an angry
young man into one of the British royal family’s greatest
assets. The youngest son of Prince Charles and the late
princess Diana, the 33-year-old has always struggled with
his role and for much of his youth seemed to want nothing
more than to escape.

He spent 10 years in the British army, serving two tours
of duty in Afghanistan, but hit the headlines for his party-
ing and his outspoken criticism of the media. The prince
has rebuilt his reputation in recent years, however, through
his charity work with veterans and in taking on more and
more duties from his grandmother Queen Elizabeth I1.

He appears to have inherited his mother’s ability to
connect with people, as well as her sense of mischief, and
with his brother Prince William and sister-in-law Kate
have helped put a fresh face on the monarchy. Harry has
said that Diana is always in his mind, and has championed
many of her charitable causes, including taking an HIV test
live on Facebook last year to raise awareness. Bul he
revealed that for a long time he struggled to cope with her
death in a Paris car crash in 1997, and sought prolessional
help a few years ago. In a remarkably candid interview
carlier this year, the prince admitted he came “very close
to a complete breakdown on numerous occasions”. He
turned a corner and in July 2016 met Markle, a US televi-
sion actress, through mutual friends. In September this
year she declared to Vanity Fair: “We're in love.”

Prince Harry, whose engagement to US actress

Shutting down

Harry was born in 1984, the “spare” to his brother
William, who will one day inherit the throne. Both educat-
ed at the elite Eton school, their childhood was dominated
by the messy breakdown of their parents’ marriage and
Diana’s tragically early death. The image of the voung
princes walking behind the coffin at her funeral-Harry only
12, his brother 15, both in suits-was one of the most endur-
ing images of that day. “I can safely say that losing my
mum at the age of 12, and therefore shutting down all of
my emotions for the last 20 years, has had a quile serious
effect on not only my personal life but also my work as
well,” Harry said.

Al one point, he seemed the archetypal “playboy
prince”, regularly photographed looking worse for wear
and often accompanied by an attractive girl. He caused
oulrage in 2005 when pholographs of him in a swaslika

fancy dress outfit appeared in the press. That was the year
he enlered the army, a conventional path for royal and one
that he later admitted “was the best escape I've ever had”
from the constant public attention.

In 2008, he had to be pulled out of Afghanistan after a
news blackout about his deployment was breached, lead-
ing to fears he would be targeted by the Taliban. But he
returned in 2012, piloting Apache helicopters during a 20-
week tour of duty-only to make headlines again when he
said his job was to take insurgents “out of the game”.

NAREL .

This file photo taken on August 23, 2012 shows an arrange-
ment of British daily newspapers photographed in London on
August 23, 2012 shows the front-page headlines and stories
regarding nude pictures of Britain’s Prince Harry.

‘Share the pressure’

In a series of interviews from the frontline, the prince
failed to hide his contempt for the media who he has long
blamed for his mother’s death. The first confirmation of his
relationship with Markle came in an angry statement he
issued last year decrying “abuse and harassmenl” against
her. But Harry has learned to use his public profile to pro-
mote causes close to his heart, notably a recent campaign
about mental health with William and Kate.

He has also set up a sports championship for wounded
military personnel, the Invictus Games, which has secured
the support of high-profile figures including former US
president Barack Obama. Harry still gets himself in
scrapes, including telling Newsweek magazine that he did
not think anyone in the royal family wanted to be monarch.
He also admitted “there was a time I felt [ wanted out”-but
has previously said “it would be great to have someone
else next to me Lo share the pressure”. — AFP
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Russian Embassy hosts Russian Gulture event

By Nawara Fattahova

Russian Culture and Cuisine Festival al the Crowne

Plaza Hotel. It was launched yesterday with a Musical
evening ‘the Echo of Love’ performed by famous Russian
opera singer Albert Zhalilov and Elmira Kalimullina who
present marvelous Russian culture accompanied by talented
Russian musicians. It also included a presentation for the
Russian louristic opportunilies organized by ‘Visil Russia
Kuwait’, providing information about culture, nature, infra-
structure, historical sights of different Russian regions, as

Thc Russian Embassy in Kuwait is holding the Days of

well as the FIFA World Cup 2018. Russian Ambassador Lo
Kuwait Alexey V Solomatin said that this event is very
important. “Through this event we show Kuwaitis the tradi-
tions the Russian nation, arts, food, and others. This is not
the last event that we will hold, and we will soon hold an
opera performance. We are also planning Lo organize a week
of Russian movies next spring. Furthermore we are planning
to hold a musical event with a popular Russian ballet band
which has over 100 members,” he told the Kuwait Times.
“For many years we have organized dilferent cultural
events every year. Such events bring nations together, par-
ticularly between Kuwait and Russia. We already held musi-

cal events carlier this year with singers and dancers, in addi-
tion to Russian artists and painters,” added Solomatin. “The
Commercial exchange between Kuwait and Russia is grow-
ing. Four years back when I first came the exchange was
USD 39 million, and it grew today up to over USD 500 mil-
lion. Also tourism exchange is growing every vear, for
instance during the first months of this year the figures were
higher by 50 percent comparing to the same period of last
year,” he concluded. Tomorrow at 7:00pm a lecture will be
held on one of the most significant historical events of the
20th century ‘100th anniversary of the 1917 Russian revolu-
tion” presented by Professor Andrey Zavaliy.

Shanghai schools fly the flag
for next generation

r I Yhey sing the Chinese national anthem
with gusto, hundreds of little arms
bent in salute and faces transfixed on

the country’s red flag as it is hoisted high

above Wuning Road school in Shanghai.

Here and at other primary schools across

the country the next generation of Chinese

is taught everything from mathematlics and

English to lea-making, football, ethics and

even hip-hop dancing.

Western interest in China’s school sys-
tem, and Shanghai in particular, has intensi-
fied after the city’s pupils aced worldwide
standardized Lests in recent years. Teachers
from England have been visiling to learn
from Shanghai’s success and the World
Bank last year published a report titled,
“How Shanghai does il: Insights and les-
sons from the highest-ranking education
system in the world”.

As leacher Zhang Jing walched, boys
and girls wearing the school uniform of
trainers, blue tracksuit bottoms, white T-
shirts, and red or green scarves, work
silently on math exercises. What does
Zhang do if they talk? “I look al them,” she
replies in perfect English. That’s all that is
needed by way of a reprimand.

Chinese education has long had a repu-
tation for strong discipline and conformity,
but teachers at Wuning Road, whose stu-
dents are aged 8-12, and at another high-
performing Shanghai school say success
today requires a slightly different approach.
Teachers want pupils to like, not fear them,
and say they encourage expression and
creativity. “I'm dealing with young children
and what they need from the teacher is a
kind of gentleness,” said Shen Yi, a maths
teacher with 26 years’ experience.

‘Stay in line’

Shen sets her class of 34 boys and girls
a slatistics task and walks among their
desks as they beaver away, occasionally
touching them tenderly on the back of the
head, addressing them as “little sister” or
offering words of encouragement like,
‘Your graph is so pretty”. Pupils sit ram-
rod-straight, arms folded one on top of the
other, and speak only when addressed.

“We basically don’t have punishments,

Students sing the national anthem in the playground during the
flag-hoisting ceremony at their school in Shanghai.

only encouragement,” said Shen. “It makes
them feel the relationship between them
and their teacher is really close, like a
mother or a friend, and that makes them
think, “The teacher loves me so I want to go
to class’.” Melodic music played on the
school P.A. system signals class is over and
the students stand in unison and belt out:
“Goodbye teacher!” IU's now time for the
school’s 1,300 children to pay their daily
respects Lo China’s flag.

They file into the playground and stand
to attention for the raising of the banner
before enthusiastically singing the national
anthem. Next, as military-style marching-
band music plays, the children perform
physical exercises by heart. Barely an arm or
leg is out of sync. “Stay in line, left, right, left,
right,” barks a woman with a microphone.
“Eves forward and swing your arms.”

World leader

A stafl member at another top-per-
forming local school said discipline is

music session.

Students play Chinese musical instruments during a Chinese

instilled foremost by parents, and China’s
Confucian tradilions mean rules are
obeyed and teachers are highly respected
authority figures. The World Bank’s report
said Shanghai’s academic success is due
largely to high-quality teaching. It credited
rigorous pre-service training and continu-
ous professional development of teachers
once they start.

“One of the most impressive aspects of
Shanghai’s education system is the way it
grooms, supports and manages teachers,
who are central Lo any efforl lo raise the
education quality in schools,” it said. It also
lauded Shanghai for making schools
accountable for their students’ perform-
ance, and for a system under which high-
performing schools provide management
and professional support to lower-per-
forming ones. Shen and others say their
mission is nol just aboul academics, but
also about producing “upstanding” mem-
bers of Chinese sociely. Teachers say les-
sons are designed to be relevant to every-

Students run in
the playground
during a physical
training session.
— AFP photos

day life, so Shen uses examples of trees
and flowers instead ol pure numbers in her
class. Like other Chinese schools, Wuning
Road teaches “ethics” and “morals”. But
teachers are vague on specifics and on
how much time is dedicated to studying
Communist Party doctrine and “Xi Jinping
Thought”, the president’s eponymous phi-
losophy now pushed as the national credo.
The scarves around pupils’” necks indicate
they are on the path to perhaps one day
joining the party.

The school hand-picks one boy and one
girl, both aged 10 and top pupils, to answer
pre-prepared questions put forward by
AFP. July breathlessly rattles off well-
rehearsed replies in English. She does two
hours’ homework straight after school and
three more after dinner. There is no time for
Lelevision, though she admils enjoying
Disney films when homework allows.
What'’s the worst thing about school?
“There is no worst thing about my school.
Everything is good.” — AFP

Students paint during an activity session.

INDIAN COURT REJECTS
BID TO STOP WORLD
RELEASE OF PADMAVATI

This file photo taken on November 01, 2017 shows Indian
Bollywood actress Deepika Padukone posing for a photo-
graph during a promotional event for the forthcoming
Hindi film ‘Padmavati’ in Mumbai. — AFP

to block the global release of a Bollywood film that

has sparked violent protests, warning against pre-
judging the controversial historical epic. Caste-based
groups have been staging violent demonstrations
against “Padmavati” amid rumors that it will depict a
romance between a Hindu queen and a Muslim ruler.

The epic was scheduled for release in India on
December 1 but delayed indefinitely after the cen-
sor board refused to certify it. The Supreme Court
vesterday dismissed a legal petition to delay its
release abroad, saying nobody should pre-judge the
censors before the film is classified. “Responsible
people in power and public office say certain things,
and make comments on certain aspects, that violate
the rule of law,” declared the bench headed by
Chief Justice Dipak Misra. “We are sure they will be
guided by the basic premise under the rule of law
and not venture outside.”

A number of officials, including state leaders from
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s ruling party, had
vowed Lo ban screenings of the film in their jurisdic-
tions unless controversial sections were removed. The
leader of a caste-related group also offered 50 million
rupees ($769,000) to anyone who “beheaded” lead
actress Deepika Padukone or director Sanjay Leela
Bhansali. In January protesters belonging to the Rajput
Karni Sena caste-based group attacked Bhansali and
vandalised the set during filming in Jaipur in Rajasthan.

Speculation that the film will include a romantic liai-
son between Rajput queen Padmavati, also known as
Rani Padmini, and the 13th and 14th century Muslim
ruler Alauddin Khilji, had enraged activists from the
historically Hindu warrior caste. Rajput Karni Sena
accuse the film’s makers of distorting historical facts.
But some historians say the queen is a mythical char-
acter and there is no clear evidence that she even
existed. Protesters attacked another set near Mumbai
in March, burning costumes and other props. Lawyer
ML Sharma, who brought the petition before the
Supreme Court, had previously failed to prevent the
film’s release in India. Harish Salve, representing the
film’s director and producer, said there was no inten-
tion of releasing the film abroad until it had received
classification at home. — AFP

India's top court vesterday rejected a legal attempt
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An actor performs during the general rehearsal of “Singin’ in the rain” directed by Robert Carsen, on the stage of the Theatre du Chatelet in Paris. — AFP
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iragi art lovers throng
1o Picasso in Baghdad

icasso, Dali, Miro, Chagall... names that

are instantly recognizable in the interna-

tional art world. Now works by these
masters are being exhibited in Baghdad thanks
to an anonymous Iraqi collector. The exhibition
al the Hiwar gallery-one of the last to remain
open in the city-includes 24 Picasso litho-
graphs. For gallery owner Qassem Sabti, “this
exhibition is a historic chance” for Iraqis to
feast their on artworks of such a high
standard, in a first [or the capital.

“It is presented by an Iraqi person who
prefers not to disclose his identity due to the
circumstances in Baghdad,” Sabti said. There
arc 42 works in all being shown: in addition to
those by Pablo Picasso, there is work by
Salvador Dali, Joan Miro and Marc Chagall.
They “belong Lo an Iragi who lives in the United
Arab Emirates who wanted to open a museum
dedicaled Lo Picasso in Baghdad or Karbala,
where he’s from,” said Sabti.

“But he wasn't able to do so as he couldn't
secure the necessary guarantees to protect the
artworks,” added the gallery owner, who also
heads the Iraqi Plastic Artists Sociely. “The
works on display are ve uable and have
been collected over 30 years... some date {rom
the 1950s and 1960s.” Priced at between
$15,000 (12,600 euros) and ,000 (21,000
euros), there is little chance of them being
snapped up by local buyers.

Instead, the main aim of the show is Lo lel
them be seen by students and those who appre-
ciate the fine arts. For painter Mohammed
Shawqi, “this exhibition reflects a return to sta-
bility in the country. “Who would have dared
mount a show of such valuable works just a few

Iraqis attend an exhibition, titled Picasso in Baghdad. — AFP photos

vears ago?” After the US-led invasion of 2003
that toppled now executed dictator Saddam
Hussein, Iraq descended into a lengthy period of

violence that saw waves of sectarian killings and
culminated in the Islamic Stale group offensive
of 2014. The exhibition was a breath of fresh air

for 30-vear-old engineer Zinah Sulaiman, who
heard about it on Facebook. It was the first lime
she had been able to see works by Picasso, “and

I hope I will see more of this”. “Il's important
that art be supported here, especially since we
are a people of culture and history.”

In related news, an “exceptional” trove of
sculptures by the tragic French artist Camille
Claudel has broken records at auction in Paris,
going for 3.5 million euros ($4.1 million)
three limes their estimate.

Prices for work by Claudel, who died in a
mental hospital after a tortured love affair with
fellow sculptor Auguste Rodin which has
inspired several films and plays, have rocketed
in recent years.

The star of the auction late Monday, a
bronze called “The Abandonment”, went for
nearly 1.2 million euros, twice its estimate. The
statue is one of a series inspired by the Indian
myth “Shakuntala” about an overlooked wife
from the Hindu epic “Mahabharata” from which
Claudel drew parallels with her own tumultuous
relationship with Rodin, who was both her lover,
boss and artistic rival. It was snapped up by an
“international collector”, auction house Artcurial
said. Interest in the “unprecedented” sale of
bronze, plaster and clay works still owned by
the artist’s family was intense, it added. French
museums also stepped in to try to stop 12 works
thal were sold al the auction o stop them [alling
into private hands or going abroad.

The Musee d'Orsay, which holds the coun-
try’s largest collection of Impressionist and 19th
cenlury art, now has a year lo raise the
467,800 euros for a study of “Shakuntala”. The
piece went for nearly ten times its estimate,
breaking the record for a clay work by the
artist, who died in 1943 after spending 30 vyears
in a psychiatric hospital. — AFP

Iraqi artist Qassem Al-Sabti speaks during the exhibition.
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