
By B Izaak

KUWAIT: The National Assembly yesterday
overwhelmingly passed its first legislation to
increase the juvenile age from 16 years to 18
years, scrapping the existing law that was
passed by the previous pro-government
Assembly. Opposition MPs strongly lashed
out at the government and the former interi-
or minister for using the previous pro-govern-
ment Assembly to pass legislation for political
purposes like the one that reduced the juve-
nile age from 18 to 16 years despite breaching
the constitution and international treaties.

During the debate, pro-government and
opposition MPs traded harsh words and
blamed each other for the wrong decisions.
MP Abdullah Al-Roumi said the reduction of
the juvenile age in the previous Assembly was
politically motivated and aimed at confronting
the young people who took part in opposi-
tion-led protests to reject the single-vote law
and the issue of political bribes. He said legisla-
tion should not be issued as a reaction.

MP Waleed Al-Tabtabaei said the juvenile
legislation was aimed at cracking down on

teenagers who took part in processions and
public rallies. He charged the government
and the previous Assembly of having what
he called “legislation diarrhea” for issuing a
large number of defected laws that the cur-
rent Assembly must rectify.

MP Hamdan Al-Azemi said he opposed
the juvenile law in the previous Assembly
and accused the government of being con-
tradictory. He said the government is con-
tinuing with its policy in the previous
Assembly and is not respecting the current
Assembly, adding that it appointed former
information minister Sheikh Salman Al-
Hmoud Al-Sabah as head of the civil avia-
tion after he was forced to resign by MPs.

MP Adel Al-Damkhi said a host of laws
like the DNA test law, increasing the deten-
tion period and the juvenile law, which were
passed by the previous Assembly, all need
to be amended. Islamist opposition MP
Jamaan Al-Harbash said the Assembly has
not passed any legislation so far because
“we decided to start with the key laws that
influence political life in the country and
that is why we are facing stiff resistance”.

Continued on Page 13
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Kuwait has highest cost
of living in Arab World

Index ranks Kuwait 21st most expensive country globally

News
i n  b r i e f

Marzouq: OPEC output 
cuts exceed target

KUWAIT: OPEC compliance with oil output reductions
has exceeded the target because of higher Saudi cuts,
Kuwaiti Oil Minister Essam Al-Marzouq, head of a com-
mittee overseeing the decreases, said yesterday. Non-
OPEC compliance, however, has so far been modest, the
minister told reporters outside parliament. Under a deal
signed last year, OPEC and non-OPEC countries agreed
to reduce output by around 1.8 million barrels per day
(bpd) as part of a concerted effort to curb a global oil
glut. “OPEC’s compliance with the cuts has been excel-
lent in February,” said Marzouq, adding that it exceeded
the target of 1.2 million bpd. He said that non-OPEC
compliance was between 50 percent and 60 percent.

Iran foreign minister
in rare visit to Qatar

DOHA: Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif held talks yesterday with the emir of Qatar, on
his first visit to the Gulf state since July 2015. Zarif and
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani discussed “region-
al developments” and bilateral relations, QNA state
news agency said. Tasnim news agency said Zarif also
met his Qatari counterpart during the trip to Doha.
Last month, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani visited
Kuwait and Oman in a lightning tour aimed at mend-
ing ties with his country’s Arab neighbors in the Gulf. 

19 killed in fire at 
Guatemala shelter 

GUATEMALA CITY: At least 19 people were killed in a
fire yesterday in a Guatemalan home for abused chil-
dren, a spokesman for firefighters said. The Virgen de
Asuncion home is in the municipality of San Jose Pinula,
some 25 km southwest of the capital Guatemala City
and houses children of up to 18 years old. Oscar Franco,
spokesman for the voluntary firefighters, told reporters
19 people had died and at least 25 had been injured.
Guatemalan media said that on Tuesday, about 60
minors escaped from the home.

By Ahmad Jabr

KUWAIT: It is more expensive to live in Kuwait than in
France, Canada, the United Kingdom, the United Arab
Emirates, Germany and many other countries -according
to an international online index. The latest ‘Cost of Living’
index released by Numbeo - a database of user-con-
tributed data about cities and countries worldwide - ranks
Kuwait as the 21st most expensive country in the world,
one spot ahead of France, six spots ahead of Canada and
eight spots ahead of the UK. It also ranks Kuwait first
among Arab countries (second in the Middle East behind
only Israel); nine spots ahead of Qatar (30th worldwide)
and 10 ahead of the UAE (31st).

According to data in the index, which were last updated
this month, Kuwait’s cost of living index rate reached 75.24
points, compared to 69.20 and 67.98 in Qatar and the UAE
respectively. Meanwhile, Kuwait ranked 16th worldwide in
the rent index with 37.82 points, and 18th in the cost of liv-
ing plus rent index with 57.31 points. In comparison, the
UAE and Qatar rank fourth and fifth respectively world-
wide in the rent index, and eighth and ninth respectively
in the cost of living plus rent index, putting them higher
than Kuwait when rent is factored in.

As for other statistics, Kuwait recorded 81.88 points in
the groceries index (ninth worldwide), 45.79 points in the
restaurants index (44th) and 69.68 in the local purchasing
power index (46th). Furthermore, the index indicates that
the cost of living in Kuwait is 1.60 percent higher than in
the United States, while the rent in Kuwait is 7.65 percent
lower than in the US (on average).

Numbeo gathers its data through crowdsourcing - a
specific sourcing model in which individuals or organiza-
tions use contributions from Internet users to obtain
needed services or ideas. In addition to cost of living, it
records consumer and property prices, crime rates,
healthcare quality, quality of life, as well as pollution, traf-
fic, and travel statistics.

KUWAIT: Kuwait is building one of the world’s
longest causeways to its remote north where it will
pump billions into “Silk City”, aiming to revive the
ancient Silk Road trade route. The state is eager to
inject life into the uninhabited Subbiya region on its
northern tip that has been chosen as the location for
Silk City. The plan is to reinvigorate the ancient Silk
Road trade route by establishing a major free trade
zone linking the Gulf to central Asia and Europe.

The 36-km bridge, three-quarters of it over water,
will cut the driving time between Kuwait City and
Subbiya to 20-25 minutes from 90 minutes now.
Investment in the Silk City project is expected to top
$100 billion, and a 5,000-megawatt power plant has
already been built in Subbiya. At a cost of KD 904
million ($3.0 billion), the Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah Causeway is one of the largest infrastructure
ventures in the region. It is already nearly three-quar-
ters completed.

Completing the causeway and harbor projects
will pave the way for transforming the area into a
commercial and investment hub with a free trade
zone planned on five small islands nearby. The
causeway project consists of the main bridge north
to Subbiya and a 12.4-km bridge running west,
dubbed the Doha Link. The two bridges start from
the same point at Shuwaikh Port, the country’s main
commercial port. The Silk City project itself has been
proceeding at a slow pace, but the government
recently sent a draft bill to parliament to establish a
special authority to oversee development in the
area. Parliament is expected to start debating the bill
soon.  —  AFP (See Page 3)

Kuwait turns Silk Road into massive causeway

KUWAIT: This photo taken on Feb 11, 2017 shows a worker standing at a construction site of the Sheikh Jaber Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah Causeway, one of the largest infrastructure projects to be constructed. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat 

Saudi police shoot dead 
IS suspect, officer killed

RIYADH: Police in Saudi Arabia have shot dead an Islamic
State group member, and an officer was gunned down in a
separate incident, the interior ministry said yesterday. Officers
were called at 6:00 pm yesterday to an apartment in Riyadh’s
Al-Rayan district where a suspect was “flaunting his support”
for the IS extremist group, the ministry said in a statement.
“He started to resist and waved a gun which he was carrying,”
forcing police to eliminate “the threat he posed”, the ministry
added. Another suspect was arrested. Shortly before
Tuesday’s incident, a policeman was killed in Qatif on the
kingdom’s Gulf coast, a separate ministry statement said.

MPs slam govt, raise juvenile age

KUWAIT: MPs are seen during a raucous session of the National Assembly yester-
day.  — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

JERUSALEM: Israel’s parliament gave preliminary
approval yesterday to two controversial measures that
would limit calls to prayers from mosques, including one
prohibiting the use of loudspeakers at all hours, after
shouting matches between lawmakers. The bills - the
second of which would ban loudspeakers in urban areas
between 11:00 pm and 7:00 am - will eventually have to
be reconciled, with three more readings required before
they can become law.

They were approved after a heated discussion that
turned into shouting matches between ruling coalition
members and Arab lawmakers, some of whom tore
copies of the legislation and were ejected from the
chamber. The bills passed 55-48 and 55-47 in the Knesset,
or parliament. While the bills in theory would apply to
any religious place of worship, Muslims say it is clearly
meant to silence the traditional call to prayer at mosques.

The measure has become commonly known as the
“muezzin law” after the Muslim official charged with call-
ing the faithful to prayer, often through powerful speak-
ers mounted on minarets. The notion of Israeli legislation
silencing mosques has sparked outrage around the Arab
and wider Muslim world. Supporters of the move say it is
needed to prevent daily disturbance to the lives of hun-
dreds of thousands of non-Muslim Israelis.

Last month, government ministers endorsed the soft-
er version of the bill prohibiting loudspeakers overnight,
which limits its scope to the first of the five daily Muslim
calls to prayer just before dawn. 

Continued on Page 13

Israel MPs approve 
bill quieting azan

RIYADH: In Saudi Arabia, a group of women are prepar-
ing an unusual event to mark International Women’s Day
- a campaign to highlight the changing role and econom-
ic potential of women in the deeply conservative Islamic
kingdom. Saudi Arabia is well known as the world’s most
gender-segregated nation, where women live under the
supervision of a male guardian, cannot drive, and in pub-
lic must wear head-to-toe black garments.

But since 2011 when the late King Abdullah declared
women could join the government advisory Shura
Council, the situation for women has started to change in
line with moves to diversify the economy, get more
women working, and cut reliance on oil. Women can now
work in certain retail and hospitality jobs and were
allowed to compete in the Olympics for the first time in
2012. Last year a new women’s section was set up at the
sports authority and this year the Saudi Stock Exchange
appointed its first female chair, Sarah Al-Suhaimi.

In light of the changes, Alwaleed Philanthropies, a
charity aiming to help empower women, is running a
conference on March 11, creating a website, and plan-
ning other initiatives under the banner “Saudi Women
Can” to promote women’s evolving role. “It is the right
time ... we are more aware of the importance of women’s
participation in jobs, in different sectors,” Princess Lamia
bint Majed Al-Saud, secretary general of Alwaleed
Philanthropies, told the Thomson Reuters Foundation.
“Women have achieved a lot in our country and we are

very proud of this, achievements the outside community
does not know about. Like any other country we have
obstacles, we acknowledge that ... but we are doing our
best to make it better.”

While changes are emerging, many are impatient to
speed up the pace of reforms which are promoted as
important for the economy rather than emancipation,
with proponents wary of pushback from the country’s
hardline religious establishment. Saudi Arabia is ranked
141 out of 144 countries in the Global Gender Gap 2016,
an annual report by the World Economic Forum which
measures how women fare in areas such as economic
and political participation, health, and education.

Critics say the guardianship policy is the root of most
the problems as women need approval from a man to
travel, study and get some health treatments. A state pol-
icy of gender segregation between unrelated men and
women is rigorously enforced. But Salma Al-Rashid, chief
program officer at the Al-Nahda Philanthropic Society for
Women, said there had been significant change in the
past 18 months in line with economic shifts.

The government’s Vision 2030 released last April was
deemed encouraging by committing to develop
women’s talents to enable them to play a greater role in
the economy with a target to lift women in the workforce
to 30 percent by 2030 from 22 percent. Last year promi-
nent Saudi Prince Alwaleed bin Talal called for an end to 

Continued on Page 13

Saudi women join forces to 
champion role of women
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir and
the Supreme Commander of the
Armed Forces, Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah attended and
patronized the graduation ceremony
of the 44th batch of officers from the
Ali Al-Sabah Military Academy.

His Highness the Amir was received
by Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Defense Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Army
Chief of Staff Lieutenant General
Mohammad Al-Khudher, and other
military personnel.

The ceremony was attended by His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
Speaker of the National Assembly
Marzouq Al-Ghanem, Sheikh Jaber Al-
Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Deputy
Chief of the Kuwait National Guard
(KNG) Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, His Highness Sheikh Nasser
Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah,
Chief of the Supreme Judicial Council,
President of the Cassation Court, and
President of the Constitutional Court
Justice Yousef Jassem Al-Mutawa, First
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of

Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Deputy Minister
of the Amiri Diwan Sheikh Ali Jarrah
Al-Sabah, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Interior Sheikh Khaled Al-
Jarrah Al-Sabah, other senior state offi-
cials, and families of the graduating
officers.

Speaking at the graduation cere-
mony, head of the Academy Major
General Bader Al-Awadhi welcomed
the Kuwaiti leadership, high-ranking
state officials, and families of the grad-

uating officers to the event which
reflected the nation’s strong will to
protect itself against any possible
aggression.

He affirmed that the 44th batch of
graduates have dedicated themselves
to the security and protection of their
land, Kuwait, stressing that their grad-
uation could have not happened with-
out the blessing and support of the
Kuwaiti leadership.  His Highness the
Amir ’s regional and international
experiences had resolved various
security challenges that faced Kuwait,
said the Al-Awadhi who affirmed that
the Ali Al-Sabah Military Academy will
work under the leadership of the
country to fend off any danger that
might face Kuwait.

The official took the chance to
thank the leading staff of the academy
for their efforts in helping the officers
to graduate from the facility, saying
that they were the reason for the
development of the security and
defense of Kuwait.  After the speech,
His Highness the Amir proceeded to
honor the graduating officers. The 44th
batch of the academy included officers
from Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar,
Jordan and Yemen. —KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah honors a graduate as
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and
Army Chief of Staff Lieutenant General Mohammad Al-Khudher look on. —Amiri Diwan photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah arrives to the venue.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
signs on the guestbook.

Officers perform during the ceremony.

The newly-graduated officers parade during the ceremony.

Amir attends officers
graduation ceremony

An army officer delivers a
speech during the ceremony.

CAIRO: Arab Foreign Ministers have voiced their grat-
itude and appreciation to His Highness the Amir of
Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for
his key role in supporting Yemeni people and hosting
Yemen’s peace talks.  In a final communique issued on
Tuesday at the conclusion of the 147th session of the
Council of the Arab League in Cairo, the ministers
affirmed importance of stability, security, unity and
territorial integrity of Yemen.

They also stressed their support for the constitu-
tional legitimacy represented in Yemen’s President
Abd Rabbuh Mansour Hadi, the communique said.
The conferees also affirmed the peaceful solution in
Yemen in line with the three references agreed upon;
the Gulf initiative and its implementation mechanism,
the outcomes of the comprehensive national dia-
logue conference and the relevant UN Security
Council resolutions. They praised efforts of UN Special
Envoy for Yemen Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmad aimed to
resume the peaceful process in line with the three ref-
erences, the communique stated.

The ministers condemned measures taken unilat-
erally by the putschists that included the formation of
the so-called political council and the illegitimate
government, and their rejection of releasing prisoners
and others. They called on the international commu-
nity and all human rights organizations to take a rapid
and strict step against violations by the putschists in
Yemen, it said.  According to the communique, the
meeting condemned Iran’s interferences in Yemen’s
affairs which affect badly the country’s stability, secu-
rity and sovereignty, urging the international commu-
nity to press Tehran so as to halt its hostile acts
towards Yemenis.

The ministers appealed to the international com-

munity to provide financial, economic and security
support to Yemen in order to combat challenges and
meet humanitarian needs urgently so as to ensure
stability and fulfill arrangements regarding the transi-
tional period, it concluded.

Two-state solution 
Meanwhile, the Arab foreign ministers renewed

full commitment to the Arab peace initiative of 2002
to settle the Mideast conflict based on a two-state
solution. In a statement at the conclusion of their
meeting, the ministers reaffirmed the inalienable
rights of Palestinian people to self-determination,
having an independent viable state, releasing their
prisoners and returning of their refugees to their
country as per the international law and the UN and
Arab summits resolutions.  They called for galvanizing
international support to issue a UN Security Council
resolution supporting the two-state solution and set-
ting a timetable for ending the Israeli occupation.

They urged the international community to put
into effect the UNSC resolution No. 2334 of 2016
termed the Israeli settlement activities in the occu-
pied Palestinian land a blatant violation of the inter-
national law and an obstacle to Mideast peace.  They
asked all world countries to abide by the UNSC reso-
lutions No. 476 and 478 of 1980 which annulled the
Israeli legalization of its annexation of the occupied
Jerusalem and discouraged the opening or transfer-
ring of diplomatic missions or embassies to
Jerusalem. The ministers tasked Arab diplomats in the
UN to intensify efforts to press the UNSC to shoulder
its responsibility towards the Palestinian people and
to stop the Israeli illegal settlement activities. They
called on the UNSC to provide protection to the

Palestinian people as per its resolutions No. 904 of
1994 and 605 of 1987 and to apply the international
humanitarian law and Geneva Convention.

They expressed full support to the Palestinian
government efforts to join international organiza-
tions and treaties. They reiterated rejection to recog-
nize Israel as a Jewish state. They also voiced opposi-
tion to any proposal for a Palestinian state with tem-
porary borders or that separate Gaza Strip from the
Palestinian state. The ministers warned Israel against
provoking sentiments of Arabs and Muslims world-
wide through its illegal and ruthless efforts to change
the Arab character of the occupied Jerusalem and to
divide Al-Aqsa Mosque.

Such acts risk prompts a religious conflict in the
region, they warned.  They also said that Palestinian
refugees are the core of the Palestinian cause, nobody
could give up their right to return to their home coun-
try.  In this regard, they opposed any attempt to settle
Palestinian refugees in their hosting countries or
deprive them from their right to return.  They
demanded all warring parties in Syria to protect
Palestinian refugees there and not to consider them
part of the civil conflict. They underlined the need to
continue politically and financially supporting the
Palestinian government.

To achieve this goal, they called for aiding the
Palestinian government with $100 million every month
to allow it to carry out its responsibilities.  The ministers
thanked Kuwait for planning to host an international
conference on the suffering of Palestinian children
under the Israeli occupation next May. They called for
sustained support for UNRWA to be able to continue
performing its mandate and responsibilities in the
relief and works of Palestinian refugees at all levels. 

Cooperation with UNSC
In the meantime, Arab Foreign Ministers agreed

on an initiative to form a consultative framework for
promoting cooperation and establishing effective
partnership between Arab League and UN Security
Council, with the aim of achieving stability and securi-
ty in the region.

The ministers approved a draft resolution pro-
posed by Egypt on the framework action which
includes exchanging visions on dealing with issues
related to peace and security in the Arab region. It
includes the consistency of Security Council resolu-
tions on the Arab conflicts with the vision of the Arab
League and its member states in terms of managing
and settling these conflicts.

The initiative aims to help build capabilities of the
Arab League so as to deal with issues of peace and
security, and predict an eruption of possible conflicts
in the region and settle them early. It also includes
organizing training courses and programs to help
staff of specialized departments deal with crises at
the Arab League. The draft resolution calls for holding
an annual consultative meeting on an alternative
basis; at the Arab League in Cairo and the United
Nations’ headquarters in New York.  

Unrest in Libya
Furthermore, the Arab League’s Council expressed

profound concern over the latest developments of
the security situation and the terrorist threats in Libya.
The council urged respect for the unity, sovereignty
and territorial integrity of Libya, and called on the
Libyans “to unite under the civilian leadership of the
presidential council.” The Arab foreign ministers reject
all forms of foreign intervention in Libya unless such

interventions are requested by, and coordinated with,
the government of national accord, according to a
resolution adopted by the council.  The resolution
denounced the expansion of the militant groups in
the country.  It called for unfreezing the Libyan assets
at foreign banks and appropriating the financial
resources of the Libyan people for meeting urgent
needs of the people.  It reiterated support to the gov-
ernment of national accord as the sole legitimate gov-
ernment in Libya, and warned against offering any
kind of support to parallel entities.

The resolution called for offering all kinds of mate-
rial and moral support to the Libyan military and civil-
ian institutions belonging to the presidential council
of the government of national accord in keeping with
the relevant UN Security Council resolutions.

It underscored the importance of the roles of the
neighboring countries, the League and the troika
mechanism, suggested by the League’s secretary-
general to coordinate the efforts of the League, the
UN and the African Union (AU).  In a related develop-
ment, Secretary-General Ahmad Abul Gheit called on
all parties in Libya to maintain self-restraint and return
to the course of political dialogue to resolve the crisis.
He is following up with deep concern the serious
escalation of the conflict in the Oil Crescent region
according to a statement issued by the League fol-
lowing the Arab ministerial council meeting.

Abul Gheit reaffirmed the commitment of the
League to helping “the brothers in Libya” restore
peace, security and stability, and maintain the coun-
try’s unity and sovereignty.  Separately, the Arab for-
eign ministers’ council adopted a resolution to con-
demn the abduction of Qatari nationals in Iraq after
legally entering the country.  —KUNA

Arab FMs thank Amir for supporting Yemen talks
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KUWAIT:  Kuwait  is  bui lding one of  the
world’s longest causeways to its remote
north where it will pump billions into ‘Silk
City’, aiming to revive the ancient Silk Road
trade route. The oil-rich state is eager to
inject l ife into the uninhabited Subbiya
region on its northern tip that has been
chosen as the location for Silk City.

The plan is to reinvigorate the ancient
Silk Road trade route by establishing a
major free trade zone linking the Gulf to
central Asia and Europe. The 36-kilometer
(22-mile) bridge, three-quarters of it over
water, will cut the driving time between
Kuwait City and Subbiya to 20-25 minutes
from 90 minutes now. Investment in the Silk
City project is expected to top $100 billion,
and a 5,000-megawatt power plant has
already been built in Subbiya.

At a cost of 904 million dinars ($3.0 bil-
lion), the Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
Causeway, named after the Amir who died
in January 2006, is one of the largest infra-
structure ventures in the region. It is already
nearly three-quarters completed. Despite
the sharp drop in oil income which made up
95 percent of public revenues, the emirate
has pledged to keep spending on capital
projects almost intact.

‘A strategic link’
Kuwait boasts a $600-billion sovereign

wealth fund, and is in the middle of a five-
year development plan stipulating invest-
ments worth $115 billion. “The causeway
project is a strategic link connecting Kuwait
City to the northern region,” said Ahmad Al-
Hassan, assistant undersecretary for road
engineering at the public works ministry.

He added that in addition to the fully
integrated residential Silk City, other eco-
nomic ventures are planned for Subbiya
and its surroundings. A large container port
is  a lso  under  construc t ion on nearby
Bubiyan, Kuwait’s largest island.

Completing the causeway and harbor
projects will pave the way for transform-
i n g  t h e  a r e a  i n t o  a  c o m m e r c i a l  a n d
investment hub with a free trade zone
planned on five small islands nearby. The
causeway projec t  consists  of  the main

bridge north to Subbiya and a 12.4-kilo-
metre  (7 .7-mi le)  br idge running west ,
dubbed the Doha Link.

The two bridges star t from the same
point at Shuwaikh Port, the country’s main
commercial port. “If we take the Subbiya
bridge alone, it is the fourth longest in the
world,” Hassan said. The Lake Pontchartrain
Causeway in the United States is the world’s
longest bridge over water, stretching 38.44
kilometers (23.8 miles). The two Kuwaiti
bridges are scheduled for completion in
November next year, project engineer Mai
Al-Messad said.

Economic gateway
“We have already completed 73 percent of

the project and hope to finish it ahead of the
contractual period,” Messad said. The Subbiya
bridge sits on more than 1,500 piles with a
diameter of up to three metres (10 feet) each,
some of which have been driven as deep as 72
metres (240 feet) into the loose clay seabed,
Messad said.

The bridge is between nine meters and 23
meters (30 feet and 75 feet) above sea level. The
Silk City project itself has been proceeding at a
slow pace, but the government recently sent a
draft bill to parliament to establish a special

authority to oversee development in the area.
Parliament is expected to start debating the bill
soon. Under the original blueprint, the city’s
completion date was 2030 and was to include a
1,001-metre (3,284-feet) tower and a popula-
tion of 700,000.

In late 2015, the cabinet gave the green light
to establish a free economic zone on the five
islands near Subbiya and the coastlines of Iraq
and Iran. It is hoped that once complete, the
zone, spread over several thousand square kilo-
meters (square miles), will become the eco-
nomic gateway to the northern Gulf. However,
nothing tangible has yet been done to advance

the free economic zone project itself. The
Subbiya Causeway contract was awarded to a
consortium led by South Korea’s Hyundai
Engineering and Construction Co. along with
Kuwait ’s Combined Group Contracting
Company. Another South Korean firm, GS
Engineering and Construction, won the small-
er Doha Link contract.  —AFP

$100 billion, 36 km bridge cuts driving time to Subbiya to 20 minutes

This file photo taken on February 11, 2017 shows a general view in Kuwait City of a construction site of the Sheikh Jaber Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah causeway.

KUWAIT CITY: Ahmad Al-Hassan (left), assistant undersecretary for road
engineering at the public works ministry and project engineer Mai Al-
Messad walk at the construction site of the Jaber Causeway in Kuwait City
on February 11, 2017. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Kuwait turns Silk Road
into a massive causeway

Ahmad Al-Hassan, assistant undersec-
retary for road engineering at the pub-
lic works ministry talks to reporters at
the construction site of the Jaber
Causeway.

Project engineer Mai Al-Messad talks
to reporters at the construction site of
the Jaber Causeway.

Ongoing works at the construction site in Kuwait City of the Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah Causeway.
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Crime
R e p o r t

Man stabbed in
traffic dispute

Sheep stolen
Three persons climbed over the fence of a citizen’s

farm and stole 17 sheep after assaulting the keeper.
The Asian keeper’s hands and legs were tied by the
three intruders, who kept him inside a tent and then
stole the sheep. The citizen untied the keeper and took
him to the police station where he lodged a complaint.

Search for ‘friends’
A female citizen accused her two friends of beating her

inside her house and stealing her phone. The citizen told
Bayan police that her two friends, who happen to be sis-
ters, stormed her house and beat her then stole her phone
and escaped. Detectives are looking for the two women.

Weapon stolen
A policeman in Farwaniya stole an M16 rifle and its

rounds as he wanted to sell it to a citizen and a Syrian man
who is wanted on a felony. A corporal who was counting
for weapons at the police station noticed a rifle missing,
and informed his superior, accusing a policeman who left
quickly after his shift of stealing the weapon. The officer
was summoned for questioning but he denied the accusa-
tions. The shift officer found the weapon in the suspected
policeman’s car, after which he confessed that he stole it
with the intention intended to sell it. He added that the
buyers were waiting at a cooperative society; where police
headed and placed them under arrest. The three were sent
to the public prosecution for further action.

—Translated from the Arabic press

KUWAIT: A man damaged a motorist’s vehicle following a
traffic dispute, then stabbed him in the back after trading
insults with him. The incident took place on Fahaheel Road,
and the victim, Egyptian, was taken to the hospital follow-
ing the accident while the attacker, Kuwaiti, was arrested
and taken to the police station.

Assault
An Egyptian couple asked a taxi driver to take them to

an area, but got into an argument with him, so they were
asked to leave the car, but things escalated and blows were
exchanged. Passersby informed the interior ministry opera-
tions about the incident, and as each accused the other of
assault, they were taken to the police station. The driver
obtained a medical report and went back to the station,
but the couple did not show up. Police charged them with
assault and detectives were asked to arrest them.

Accident
A female citizen was hurt when her car fell down at the

Amiri Hospital’s parking lot. People who heard a ‘bang’
rushed to the car, got the driver out and sent her for treat-
ment. A security source said the woman lost control when
she was driving towards the upper levels.

Photo
o f  t h e  d a y

KUWAIT: A case of ëTom & Jerryí spotted at an apartment block in Salmiya. The mice population in Kuwait is reportedly on the increase, with rates of infestation as high as 62 percent in some areas.
There have also been increased sightings of the Norwegian rat (commonly known as brown or street mouse). — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat 

DOHA: Qatari Red Crescent (QRC) said Tuesday it was
implementing $1 million-worth of projects in collabora-
tion with Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) for the
internally-displaced persons (IDPs) in Syria.  The first
project, it said in a statement, was distribution of aid to
counter the cold weather in the west of Aleppo and
Idleb. QRC and KRCS, part of their 2016-17 “warm win-
ter” campaign, provided 250,000 liters of heating oil in
besieged areas in eastern Ghouta, suburbs of Homs,
and IDPs’ camps in Idleb and suburbs of Hama. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Participants in the “Teachers’ Integrated
Vocational Development” conference yesterday recom-
mended a review of the teachers programs to cope with
the modern educational methods. Organized by the
National Center for Educational Development (NCED)
and the Colleges of Education and Basic Education, the
conference wrapped up discussions yesterday.  The
event called for reactivating the role of teachers’ license,
and expanding field training, which is currently con-
fined to the final year as well enhancing the dissemina-
tion of the culture of competence. — KUNA

RIYADH: The specialized work team from health min-
istries in GCC States held its first meeting in the Saudi
Capital, GCC Secretariat General said yesterday. The meet-
ing studied the recommendations resulted from the
youth workshop that was held in August 2014 in Dubai,
UAE, entitled “Health, Sport and Entertainment Industry”,
the Secretariat General said in a press statement.  It also
discussed the recent implementations of the workshop’s
recommendations regarding Gulf youth health, and
review health ministries’ experiences and activities on
their efforts in boosting youngsters’ health. — KUNA

In Brief

Promoting teacher programs GCC health team meets
$1 million projects

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Firemen in Jahra put out a fire in a class-
room at Um Mubasher Al-Ansariya girls high school
yesterday. Cautionary evacuation procedures were
carried out by the school’s rapid intervention team.
There were cases of smoke inhalation and fainting
among students who are aged between eight and 10
years. Paramedics handled with all medical cases. The
fire was put out, and investigations are underway to
find out the cause of the fire, the Public Relations and
Information Department at Kuwait Fire Services
Directorate (KFSD) said. The Ministry of Education lat-
er confirmed the case, saying that five students were
transferred to a nearby medical facility for treatment.
Separately, a fire broke in a Khaitan building, prompt-
ing Farwaniya fire center to respond. The blaze,
which was in third-floor apartment, was extinguished
and no injuries were reported.

Child protection
Director General of Relations and Security

Information Department at the Interior Ministry
Brigadier Adel Al-Hashash said Kuwait’s First Regional
Conference for the Protection of Children from the
dangers of social media is the first step on the right
path to confirm the social role of the security estab-
lishment; a role that that is increasing day after day in
order to protect society members. Under the patron-

age of His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber
Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, the conference is
scheduled to be held on March 21, 2017, reflecting
the state’s interest in protecting children and care for
their rights, he said. Hashash said that a team was
formed, headed by Director General of investigations
general directorate Major General Dr Fahd Ibrahim
Al-Dousary to prepare for the conference, decide the
main aspects of work and select the scientific com-
mittee for it. He said the department began a media
campaign to draw the attention of citizens and
expats to the importance of the conference in order
to prevent any risks their children may face.

Ceremony
Committee of families of prisoners in Guantanamo

held a ceremony honoring personalities who con-
tributed to the release of their Kuwaiti children who
were held there. The ceremony was attended by
Interior Ministry’s Assistant Undersecretary for State
Internal Security Affairs Major General Essam Al-
Naham. Committee Chairman Khalid Al-Oudah
thanked His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, who followed the case.
He also thanked Interior Ministry representatives for
their effective contributions in the matter.

School evacuated following fire scare
Five students hospitalized with smoke inhalation
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KUWAIT: “That’s one small step for [a] man, one giant leap
for mankind.” With these few words, American astronaut
Neil Armstrong - the first man to set foot on the moon in
1969 - sparked humanity’s dream in conquering the final
frontier-space. A number of Kuwaitis have started to won-
der whether it was feasible to have a national space pro-
gram and they dared to contemplate the possibility of
turning this pipedream into a reality.

This renewed interest stemmed from the UAE’s attempts
to actualize its dream in an efficient regional space pro-
gram through the Mohammed Bin Rashid Space Centre
(MBRSC) that was founded in 2006 and the UAE Space
Agency, established in 2014. The Emirates is planning to
send an unmanned orbiter to Mars by 2021.  Establishing a

space agency/program is not a fantasy, it is the way of the
future, which will bring numerous economic and scientific
benefits, Assistant Professor at the Physics Department of
Kuwait University (KU) Dr Hala Al-Jassar said during an
interview with Kuwait News Agency (KUNA). While
attending the recently held Abu Dhabi Space Congress,
Dr Jassar said that she was amazed and intrigued by one
of the participants’ contributions to the event.  The partic-
ipant laid out that the ingredients of a successful space
program, which must include strong leadership, a sizable
budget, available talents, and thorough training pro-
grams, said the academic.

No leadership
“We have the budget, the talents, the expertize, and

outstanding graduates from the best universities,” said Dr
Al-Jassar who pointed out that the lack of clear leadership
was one of the main challenges for the establishment of a
space agency.  Even with the lack of a unified leadership,
Kuwait University - supported by the Kuwait Foundation
for Advancement of Science (KFAS) - succeeded in joining
the Soil Moisture Active Passive (SMAP) initiative launched
by the National Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA), she said.

Dr Jassar revealed that one of the many benefits of the
NASA SMAP project was to provide accurate weather fore-
casts as well as improved monitoring of droughts and
floods amongst other things. She added that Kuwait
University provided monthly data to NASA SMAP to under-
stand the planet’s ecology, noting that Kuwait was the only
Arab partner in the program.

“When we start a space program, we will not be starting
from scratch,” Dr Jassar affirmed, revealing that many
Kuwaiti entities such as the Kuwait Institute for Scientific
Research (KISR) is cooperating with NASA on a Jet
Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) project, another space related
endeavor. Though things appeared to be on the positive
side according to Dr Jassar’s statements, perhaps the most
pressing question might be whether it was necessary for
Kuwait to pursue a space program and the answer for that
question might lie within the purpose of such venture.

Sense of purpose
Having a sense of purpose is necessary and that could

never been clearer than the tense space race that existed
several decades ago between the US and the former Soviet
Union (Russia) in which supremacy over world affairs was
the ultimate goal.  Providing his input on this matter,
Program Manager at Kuwait Foundation for Advancement
of Science (KFAS) Dr Bassam Al-Feeli stressed that the most
important thing for a Kuwaiti space program was “to bring
people together to create a critical mass...  Enough people
to push it [the idea of a space agency] forward.” “It has to
be a national priority,” affirmed Dr Feeli, adding that the
proposed space program should come with a sense of pur-
pose just like in the case of the UAE, which launched its
program to show the world that it was among the most
advance and developed countries.

There are other issues more urgent to the leadership
and people of Kuwait such as the future of energy
resources as well as matters like housing, said Dr Feeli who
affirmed that the KFAS - as a funding entity - would provide

its full support once there was a body willing to execute
plans for space exploration.  KFAS supported KU on the
NASA SMAP project, which is a small step towards the
grand goal, said Dr Feeli, affirming that understanding real-
ity was as important as setting the ship on course.

Furthermore, Dr Feeli explained that educating the
younger generation on the values of space science and
exploration was the key to the future.  The idea of a ‘space
camp’ is one of the ways to drive the curiosity of young
children, he said, revealing that a small group of young-
sters from Kuwait spent ten days of summer at the
Belgium-based Euro Space Center learning about space
and living the experience of astronauts. Dr Feeli’s point on
preparing the next generation for the possibility of space
exploration is a valid one and as the Arabic proverb says,
“What is learned in youth is carved in stone.”

Determination
Displaying the vigor of youth and talent for science, stu-

dent Hamad Abdulwahab Al-Hendi, a physics major at
Kuwait University, expressed - with full conviction - the
possibility of a space program being developed in Kuwait
through the passion and determination of the right peo-
ple, as well as creating the right conditions for this goal.
Hendi, who is in his final years in colleague, worked with
his mentor Dr Jassar to develop several interesting proj-
ects, such as a drone that is used in aerial photography, a
robotic fish that measures sea levels and salinity, as well as
other devices that could be used in various scientific fields
including space exploration.

“I have taught myself to use a 3D printer after realizing
that NASA sent materials to its astronauts using this
method,” said Hendi who actually managed to 3D-print a
miniature model of NASA’s Curiosity Rover to show the effi-
ciency of such a tool. Hendi indicated that he was driven
by an interest and willingness to learn, adding that having
a national space program will have an immense positive
impact on Kuwaiti youth, allowing them to utilize their true
potential for the welfare of their country.  “Kuwait has an
abundance of intellectuals, but what we need, as a country,
is more people asking ‘what is the theory of relativity?’
Rather than knowing that Albert Einstein was behind it,”
stressed Hendi.

Hendi’s conviction reflects hope in the future and
despite the reality of things, it seems that passion and
determination by a dedicated group of people and scien-
tists will one day allow a Kuwaiti astronaut to carry out a
spacewalk or, even better, set a foot in a newly discovered
alien world. — KUNA

Dr Hala Al-Jassar inspects data related to the NASA SMAP project. Hamad Al-Hendi’s 3D print of NASA’s Curiosity Rover which is operating on Mars.
Hen 2-437 Planetary nebula as captured by Hubble Space Telescope, oper-
ated by NASA and the European Space Agency.

Kuwaiti University physics student Hamad Abdulwahab
Al-Hendi.

Program Manager at Kuwait Foundation for
Advancement of Science (KFAS) Dr Bassam Al-Feeli.

Assistant Professor at the Physics Department of
Kuwait University (KU) Dr Hala Al-Jassar

KUWAIT: Dr Hala Al-Jassar poses with a number of her students working in the field. — KUNA photos

Kuwait Space Agency:
Pipe dream or reality?
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The National
anniversaries

Kuwait recently celebrated its 56th National Day and 26th Liberation Day
anniversaries, which are the two most cherished occasions to the heart of
every Kuwaiti. The Iraqi army had occupied its neighbor Kuwait and

declared it part of Iraqi soil. However, thanks to the wisdom of its Amir, Kuwait
managed to defeat the occupation forces with the help of an international
alliance formed through UN resolutions. Kuwaitis have been celebrating the
National Day for the past 56 years commemorating what their ancestors had
done to help Kuwait move from a prosperous present into a brighter future. 

The Independence Day
Kuwait Independence was declared on June 19, 1961 during the reign of

Shiekh Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah who had come to power on February 25,
1950. Thus, it was agreed to merge both occasions and celebrate Kuwait
Independence on that date. 

The British protectorate agreement 
When Sheikh Mubarak Al-Sabah came to power in Kuwait on May 17,1896, a

new phase in the history of Kuwait began. This phase was characterized by inter-
national interest in its territory, the inauguration of railway projects, such as
Berlin-Baghdad railway, and coal stations. From the beginning, Sheikh Mubarak
Al-Sabah realized the threat approaching from the Ottoman Empire, the greatest
Islamic government at that time, so he took a decisive step to protect his country
from direct or indirect Ottoman intervention. In February 1897, he asked to meet
Colonel Meade, the British Political Resident in the Arabian Gulf to ask for British
protection to prevent the dominance by the Ottoman Empire over his country. A
meeting was made on September 2, 1897 between Kuwait Ruler, sheikh
Mubarak Al-Sabah and the assistant British Political Resident, Jackson during
which sheikh Mubarak did not hesitate to ask for British protection explaining
that the Ottoman Empire wishes to devour Kuwait though no agreements had
been made with it. He added that in order to prevent the Ottoman empire con-
trol over Kuwait, he wished to get British Protectorate. 

However, in 1898 many elements incited Britain to reconsider its policy
towards Kuwait. Such as the Ottoman military activities near Basra, and the
Russian and German plans that were threatening British interests in the region of
the Arabian Gulf in addition to plans to extend a railway from the Mediterranean
to Kuwait on the Arabian Gulf via Tripoli in addition to Berlin Railway Line to
Baghdad, for which Germany wanted to get a few miles of the Kazema Bay. 

Thus, on the basis of a decision from Lord Curzon, the British viceroy in India,
British Political Resident Mead concluded a protectorate agreement with the
ruler of Kuwait, Sheikh Mubarak Al-Sabah on January 23, 1899, by powers of
which Britain became responsible for protecting Kuwait’s foreign affairs without
interfering in its domestic affairs and, thus, Britain was willing to use force to face
any Ottoman or other intervention in Kuwait. 

Declaring the Independence
Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah realized that the protectorate agreement

was no longer appropriate after the changes that had taken place in the condi-
tions of Kuwait. At that time, Kuwait was heading for independence and had
already taken large strides on its way. The Kuwaiti people no longer accepted the
restrictions imposed by the protectorate agreement, though they realized very
well that this protectorate had many advantages in this period. Yet, circum-
stances had changed, which necessitated cancellation of the agreement. Thus,
the ruler of Kuwait, Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, expressed his desire to
replace the old agreement with a new friendship agreement that went along
with the development and changes that had taken place.

Reaction of the British government
The British government accepted the Kuwaiti demand. Diplomatic notes

were exchanged between Sir William Luce, the British Political Resident in the
Arabian Gulf at that time, and Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, the ruler of
Kuwait, on June 19, 1961. According to this agreement the following terms were
carried out: 

• The agreement of January 23, 1899 was terminated as being inconsistent
with the independence and sovereignty of Kuwait. 

• Relations between the two countries should continue to be governed by a
spirit of close friendship. 

• And thus, Kuwait Independence was declared on June 19, 1961. 

Occupation, resistance and liberation 
The aggressor Iraqi troops marched into Kuwait on August 2nd, 1990 and

occupied it for seven months during which they were severely resisted and
rejected by Kuwaitis who fought with all possible military and civilian means.
Military resistance teams were formed and managed to deal heavy losses to the
Iraqi occupying troops. In addition, civilian resistance in the form of abstaining
from work in various ministries and government establishments, student not
going to schools and university. The Kuwaiti people also refused changing their
vehicles’ license plate numbers or IDs with Iraqi ones. 

Kuwaitis resistance and cooperation
Many Kuwaiti families have suffered the cruelty of the occupants and their

barbarianism. Many citizens were tortured. Others were killed and some were
held captive by the invaders, which made Kuwaiti families more united following
the footsteps of their ancestors. They took part in distributing food, clothes and
money to the needy. 

Liberation and regaining sovereignty
All GCC states, Arab countries and international friendly countries supported

Kuwait against the occupation and condemned it. The international community
urged Iraqi troops to withdraw but the regime did not respond. Therefore, the
Security Council decided using force  against the Iraqi regime and on January 17,
1991, the liberation war started and Kuwait was liberated on February 26, 1991. 

The adversity of the Iraqi invasion highlighted how far the Kuwaiti people
were united, solid, and resistant to the occupation, in addition to their support to
their legal government and leadership. Kuwait sovereignty, independence and
the safety of its land were never compromised. Such solidarity was admired by
the whole world though the Kuwaiti people had been taken by surprise and
found itself facing a mighty well-armed army. 

Iraqi invasion on the Kuwait land in 1990 is unforgotten memory and a very
difficult test to the will of Kuwaiti people in their strength and steadiness. That
date witnessed a bright birth of people who stunned the world by their
strength, determination and courage in defending their country and dignity.
They were taken by surprise when they found themselves before an army
replete with the latest machines of death and destruction. The confrontation of
the Kuwaiti people against Saddam invasion formed a unique phase in the
course of this homeland and its people struggle, nevertheless, the history tells us
that this event was nothing but one of the several bright pages of this people,
which is full of wonderful examples that reveal the depth of values in the minds
and thinking of the Kuwaiti citizen. The building of the 3 gates by Kuwaiti people
is an evidence of their readiness to defend the integrity and unity of their home-
land in every phase of history.

Seeking to maintain the great value of martyrdom, recognizing the work of
heroic martyrs and culminate the wonderful heroic epic of this people. His
Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the Late Amir, issued
Amiri decree number 38 of the year 1991 in June 19, 1991 to establish The
Martyrs’ Bureau.

His companion His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Amir
of Kuwait, has completed this patronage and sought to achieve the lofty goals
crystallized in honoring martyrs, as well as their heroism and sacrifice in defend-
ing their homeland and its dignity, in addition to the patronage of His Highness
to their families in all aspects of life, affirming his appreciation and the Kuwaiti
Society of martyrdom value. The distinguished patronage was not restricted to
the Kuwaiti martyrs’ families, it included all those who sacrificed their lives and
shed blood for the sake of the country’s independence. The bureau took care of
families from approximately 15 different nationalities in our beloved Kuwait.

In my view

By Labeed Abdal 

local@kuwaittimes.net

The right to
education

Over 13 million Arab children are living under
hard conditions in some Arab countries, and
have been denied access to schools, according

to a recent report released by the Arab League
Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization
(ALECSO). This is something that I believe crosses the
line, simply because educating children is a God-given
right and a global demand.

Involving Arab regions in proxy wars without pay-
ing much attention to the consequences that go as far
as endangering children lives is a real threat to both
the Arab and Islamic nations. ALESCO is committed to
the 2022 plan through contribution to international
programs designed to protect innocent children from
such harsh and violent circumstances. 

ALESCO also focuses on limiting poverty and ensur-
ing sustainable education for all people. It also helps
provide, in collaboration with the UN, more opportuni-
ties towards educating women, girls and children in
general, and activating sustainable development plans
with an ultimate goal of achieving many aspirations.
The hardships Arabs are going through are not isolat-
ed from history nor international power equations,
namely the division of the security council in terms of
what the West and the East sees best.

In my view

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs and Labor and
Minister of State for Economic Affairs Hind Al-
Sabeeh said that Kuwait is keen on celebrating
the International Women’s Day with the entire
world, which is annually held on March 8th. The
event is held under the slogan of ‘Women in the
Changing World of Work: Planet 50-50 by 2030’
this year. Sabeeh stressed that this year’s slogan
focuses on accelerating work towards achieving
the 2030 vision of implementing full gender
equality in terms of having access to fair quality
education. Sabeeh added that the International
Women’s Day provides an opportunity to assess
the progress made so far towards having
women participate in making their countries’
history. She added that it also indicates respect
and appreciation for women in general as moth-

ers, sisters, wives, daughters and co-workers. 

Landlines
The Ministry of Utilities urged landline tele-

phone subscribers to pay off their bills to avoid
programmed service disconnection due to be in
effect this month. The ministry explained that a
warning message will be sent on Sunday fol-
lowed by another on the following Sunday, after
which the service would be disconnected for
those who do not pay by Sunday, March 26. The
ministry also explained that the limit for the pro-
grammed service cut to take place is KD 50 for
domestic landlines and KD 100 for commercial
lines in addition to lines rescheduled to pay off
previous debts by monthly installments if they
fail to pay them. The ministry said that the serv-
ice will be cut for subscribers who have not paid
annual subscriptions for over six months.  

Minister supports
full gender equality

KUWAIT: MP Safa Al-Hashem (left) smiles after she handed over roses to Minister of
Social Affairs and Labor and Minister of State for Economic Affairs Hind Al-Sabeeh
(right) on the occasion of the International Women’s Day, during yesterday’s parliament
session. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The total number of citizens waiting for
a job is 22,000 and that the number is expected to
increase within a few days with openings for more
applicants to register,  the Civi l  Ser vices
Commission (CSC) announced. A new window for
applications will be open until March 17 through
the CSC website or by calling the hotline 133, it
explained. CSC also noted that current registra-
tion is open to Public Authority for Applied
Education and Training (PAAET ) and Kuwait
University graduates. CSC statistics also showed
that the number of female applicants reached
17,000, while males reached only 5,000, including
28 percent with university degrees, six percent
with high school diplomas and 18 percent with
only intermediate school certificates. 

No termination
Meanwhile,  Ministr y of Education’s (MoE)

Undersecretary Haitham Al-Athari strongly denied
issuing any decisions on terminating three acting
educational zone directors. “I have not heard of

any such decisions and all directors are doing their
jobs well,” he stressed, noting that the ministry
was, on the contrary, keen on addressing CSC to
have them officially appointed in their positions to
have more stability. 

Solid waste
Kuwait Municipality ’s Director Ahmad Al-

Manfuohi called for cancelling the Municipal
Council’s decisions issued on June 17, 2002 and Jan
23, 2006 pertaining with a tender for processing
solid municipal waste.  In a letter sent to the
Municipal Council’s Chairman, Manfouhi said in
meeting number 2/2016 held on March 14, 2016,
the council’s legal and financial affairs committee
asked for legal advice on the cancellation, especial-
ly since no contracts had been signed with either
of the two companies that won the tender. 

Al-Arabi magazine
The Information Ministry issued 10,000 copies of

the March issue of Al-Arabi magazine after a slight
delay over the past few days of because of a short-
age in the paper needed. Accordingly, Minister of

State for Cabinet Affairs and Acting Minister of
Information Sheikh Mohammed Al-Abdullah and
Undersecretary Tareq Al-Marzam immediately
resolved the problem to avoid further delays by
making a quick request to purchase printing paper,
explained informed sources. The sources also
denied social media stories about the possibility of
suspending the issuance of Kuwait’s official gazette
Al-Kuwait Al-Youm for the same reasons, noting
that the ministry would never allow this under any
circumstances because the magazine usually pub-
lishes decree laws issued in the name of HH the
Amir. “The total number of pages may be reduced
though, in view of the current situations,” the
sources remarked. 

Dentistry Center 
The Jaber Al-Ahmad Specialized Dentistry

Center will start receiving Kuwaiti patients from
Qossour,  Adan, Qurain, Mubarak Al-Kabeer,
Hitteen, Al-Salam, Zahra, Shuhada and Siddiq from
Sunday, said a letter sent from the Ministry of
Health’s Assistant Undersecretary for Dentistry
Affairs Dr Yousif Al-Dowairi to the center’s manager.

22,000 citizens waiting for a job

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: The stage is set for the 3rd ‘Taste of
Kuwait Food Festival’ to be held from March 16-18
at ‘The Boulevard’ in Salmiya. The event will be
organized by Production Media and Events under
the supervision of managing partner Michelle
Lambros.  Several local and international celebrity
chefs will be showcased at the event, with live
shows and cooking demos. “We have invited
celebrity chefs from various countries and TV net-
works.  It will be a delicious and mouthwatering
3-day event, open to everyone free of charge. The
food will be from over 50 local and international
restaurants,” said Lambros. 

The chefs will be performing throughout the
festival in front of guests. People visiting the ven-
ue can win a chance to cook alongside their
favorite chef at a cooking demo. Kuwaiti Chef
Adlah Al-Sharhan will showcase her skills and love
for cooking. She is a well-known chef and has her
own culinary art school in Kuwait. She is well-

loved by many Kuwait is,  which is  ref lected
through her Adoola Instagram account. 

Another participating chef is Anabele Karmel,
UK’s No.1 children’s cookery book author, best-
selling international author and a world-leading
expert on devising delicious and nutritious meals
for babies, children and families. She received an
MBE in the Queen’s Birthday Honors for her out-
standing work in the field of child nutrition, and
she has since become a leading media commen-
tator and celebrity speaker. 

‘Taste of Kuwait’ will also host celebrity chef
Dean Brettschneider, Jenny Morris, Margarita
Sofia Rangel Calderon, Samar Ayoub, Shelina
Permalloo, Tarek Ibrahim and Tim Hollands. The
venue is  located in the park ing area of  The
Boulevard mall and park (near gate 2). Lambros
said she expects around 35,000 visitors for the
three-day event. The first Taste of Kuwait food
festival was held in March 2015 at the Kuwait
International Fairgrounds, and saw approximate-
ly 18,000 visitors. The second edition was held at

Marina Crescent, with 21,000 attendees. “The
venue is new. We have enough parking spaces, so
we expect a higher number of attendees this
year,” she said. 

‘Taste of Kuwait’ food fest to 
showcase int’l celebrity chefs 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) has offered
Mobi Baitak vehicles on a daily basis to customers and
residents in Abu Fatira area. This initiative emanates
from KFH’s ongoing commitment to address cus-
tomers’ needs and in an attempt to be more accessi-
ble to them in different areas.

The Mobi Baitak vehicles serve as mobile ATM
machines. They are located at Abu Fatira Cooperative
Society. The Chairman of the Cooperative Society
expressed his thanks and gratitude to KFH for this ini-
tiative that contributes to residents’ satisfaction, while
reflects the continuing efforts of KFH to be accessible
everywhere in Kuwait. This service was highly
applauded by residents of the area.

These satellite-monitored vehicles offer cheque
books, change of password, and other regular bank-
ing services, such as cash withdrawal and the deposit
of cash and cheques, in addition to balance state-
ments in a secure and easy manner.  It is worth noting
that Mobi Baitak vehicles are subject to flexible sched-
ules to cover various vibrant areas in Kuwait, mainly
the remote areas.

Special needs
Meanwhile, KFH announced the commencement

of operation of 10 ATMs provided specially for the
blind in various areas of Kuwait in appreciation of their
conditions and difficulties and to ensure that they
avail the best services that suite their circumstances. 

KFH gives the priority to customers with special
needs at its branches and showrooms as it provides a

team of employees equipped with sign language
skills to communicate with this important segment of
customers. KFH is keen on providing banking services
to various tiers of customers and provide all means to
obtain such services smoothly and easily. The ATMs
allocated specially for blind people in its branches are
located in Keefan - Rawda - Shaab - Zahraa - Mubarak
Al-Kabeer - Dhaher - Fahaheel - Rihab - Saad Al-
Abdullah and Jahraa, Mikhyal Mall. 

The ATM machines were distributed in various
areas of the country in order to serve the largest num-
ber of customers bearing in mind that such machines
have highly sophisticated specifications to suite blind
people needs. 

The machines have common specifications i.e.
enable the blind to write by using Braille letters, taking
voice instructions to facilitate procedures for all users.
ATM machines are placed in easy to reach locations to
ensure that users do not suffer any difficulties, bearing
in mind that the machines are fully secured and moni-
tored. Also, customers with special needs and the
blind can now take advantage of the specifications of
the new website that provides the auto reader feature.
This allows them with assistance of their companions
to take advantage of 150 free eservices. 

KFH offers Mobi Baitak vehicles
to customers in Abu Fatira

Best services to customers with special needs

KUWAIT: Michelle Lambros speaks to Kuwait
Times. —Photos by Joseph Shagra

Abu Fatira residents applaud KFH’s initiative
in offering Mobi Baitak vehicles.



Women’s March 
organizers call for 
‘A Day Without a Woman’
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MANILA: Filipino women display a mock American flag with the portrait of US President Donald Trump on it as they march for a rally at the US Embassy to mark International Women’s Day. — AP

WASHINGTON: States’ attorneys general, civil
liberties groups and others are already lining up
to challenge President Donald Trump’s revised
ban on refugees and travelers from six mainly
Muslim countries. But can they succeed in over-
turning a measure that was deliberately crafted
to remove the red flags raised by US courts over
the first attempt? That may be more difficult.

The White House has rolled out a process that
aims to avoid a repeat of the confusion caused
by its first travel ban, imposed with no notice
and little preparation one week into Trump’s
presidency. This time, it’s unlikely there will be a
backdrop of airport chaos and mass detentions
to help lawyers make the case that people’s
rights are being trampled.

The new order issued Monday suspends US
entry for all refugees for 120 days, and suspends
the issuing of new visas for nationals of Syria,
Iran, Libya, Somalia, Yemen and Sudan for 90
days. Although similar to the first travel ban, it
has been changed in significant ways to pass
muster with the courts.

For one, the new restrictions do not go into
effect until March 16, giving travelers 10 days to
prepare for the changes. Crucially, the new order
exempts permanent US residents and existing
visa-holders and allows for waivers on a case-by-
case basis. It also drops Iraq from the list. The
strategy appears designed to address the situa-
tions that ignited outrage and made the earlier
travel ban politically radioactive.

Among the prominent cases was that of an
Iranian baby who could not travel for specialized
medical treatment in the United States. That
could now be dealt with using a waiver. Foreign
students and Silicon Valley executives were also
stranded abroad, and entire families detained at
airports. As long as they have visas under the
new rules, they should no longer face that risk.

Muslim ban? 
Lawyers for the state of Hawaii on Tuesday

told a US district court there of their plan to file a
challenge to the revised ban on Wednesday,
which would probably make it the first legal test.

The state has asked for an expedited process to
consider a motion for a temporary restraining
order on the ban. If the judge agrees, “this sched-
ule will allow the court to hear the state’s motion
before the new travel ban goes into effect on
March 16,” Hawaii’s attorney general Douglas
Chin said in a statement. The federal judge who
blocked the first ban in the state of Washington
last month was persuaded by the argument of
two state attorneys general that it was causing
“irreparable harm.” It is less clear those argu-
ments would prevail the next time around. “We
are carefully reviewing the new executive order
to determine its impacts on Washington state
and our next legal steps,” Washington state
Attorney General Bob Ferguson said Monday. He
said he was still concerned but needed two or
three days to decide on next steps.

‘Backdoor ban’ 
Camille Mackler, director of legal initiatives at

the New York Immigration Coalition, called
Trump’s new order a “backdoor Muslim ban.” “We

still think it’s as problematic as the first travel
ban,” she said. “It didn’t happen in a vacuum, it
happened within the context of the comments
that have been made before and since the elec-
tion, this sort of broader war on immigrants that
the Trump administration is fighting.”

The next wave of legal challenges will have to
directly confront the question of whether the
immigration order constitutes a Muslim ban, an
issue the courts have so far set aside. “While the
White House may have made changes to the
ban, the intent to discriminate against Muslims
remains,” New York attorney general Eric
Schneiderman said.

The administration has tried to make it harder
to prove religious discrimination by stripping out
language that would have given preference to
religious minorities once refugees are allowed in
again. Critics had said the preference benefiting
Christians underscored that the ban was directed
at Muslims. “I believe the new order will with-
stand legal challenges as it’s drafted in a fashion
as to not be a religious ban, but a ban on individ-

uals coming from compromised governments
and failed states,” said Republican Senator
Lindsey Graham. The Trump administration con-
siders three of the nations targeted-Iran, Sudan
and Syria-as state sponsors of terrorism, and the
other three as “safe havens” for terror operatives.
Its critics question the list, which includes coun-
tries whose citizens have never been involved in
terror attacks in the United States. And they
point to Trump’s own past campaign statements
promising to bar entry to Muslims as evidence of
animus that will be difficult to shake. 

“The clear intent is to convince the courts
that the ban is the result of careful deliberation
rather than religious animus,” said Elizabeth
Goitein, co-director of the Brennan Center for
Justice’s Liberty and National Security Program.
“But the tactical tweaks in this latest edition can-
not rescue the order’s constitutionality,” she
added. “Underneath the softened rhetoric and
other adjustments lies the same poisonous poli-
cy: an effort to restrict Muslims’ entry into the
United States.” — AFP 

Will Trump decree pass legal muster on ban?
Groups gather en mass to oppose next attempt

Lanka frees Indians
amid tension over
fisherman killing

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka will release Indian fishermen
held for poaching as the two countries try to defuse
tension along their maritime border after the killing of
a fisherman, an official said yesterday. Local authorities
will free 85 Indian fishermen held in custody since ear-
ly this year without pressing charges, with India
expected to reciprocate and release all 19 Sri Lankans
in their custody.

“Both sides have decided to release all those fisher-
men in their custody,” a senior government source said,
speaking on condition of anonymity as he was not
authorized to talk to the media. The move follows Sri
Lanka’s announcement Tuesday that it had agreed to a
joint investigation into the killing of an Indian fisherman
in the narrow strip of sea between the two countries.

The victim, who was reported to be 21, was shot
dead Monday and Indian fishermen have said the Sri
Lankan navy was responsible, an allegation Colombo
has flatly denied. Fishermen from the two countries
often stray into each others’ waters, creating diplomat-
ic difficulties, though most are detained. It was the first
death in six years. The latest incident was the worst
since two Indian fishermen were shot dead in Sri
Lankan waters in January 2011.

It has triggered protests in the Indian coastal town
of Rameswaram where the victim was from. India and
Sri Lanka are separated by the narrow Palk Strait,
which is a rich fishing ground. In 2014 Sri Lanka passed
the death penalty on five Indian fishermen convicted
of drug smuggling, but they were later released to
Indian custody. — AFP

SEOUL: A man claiming to be the son of
the slain, estranged half-brother of North
Korea’s leader said he was lying low with
his mother and sister, in a video posted
online by a group that said it helped rescue
them following the murder a month ago.
The governments of the Netherlands,
China, the United States, and a fourth
unnamed country provided emergency
humanitarian assistance to protect the
family, the group, called Cheollima Civil
Defense, said in a statement released yes-
terday along with the video.

An official at South Korea’s National
Intelligence Service said the man in the
video is Kim Han Sol, the 21-year-old son of
Kim Jong Nam, who was killed at Kuala
Lumpur International Airport on Feb. 13 by
assassins who Malaysian police say used a
super-toxic nerve agent.  The intelligence
official declined to go beyond identifying
Kim Han Sol. During the 40-second video
posted yesterday, the man says his father
was killed a few days ago.

“I’m currently with my mother and my
sister...,” he said, speaking in English, with-
out disclosing his location or who he was
living with. “We hope this gets better soon,”
he added.  Reuters could not independently

verify the video. But the man closely resem-
bled Kim Han Sol, who was last interviewed
on camera in 2012 by former Finnish
defence minister Elisabeth Rehn. Kim Han
Sol is the son of Kim Jong Nam’s second
wife, who had been living in the Chinese
territory of Macau with Kim under Beijing’s
protection after the family went into exile
several years ago. South Korean intelligence
officers say North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un had issued standing orders for the elimi-
nation of his elder half-brother. 

Dutch envoy thanked
The statement released on the website

of Cheollima Civil Defense said the organi-
sation responded last month to an emer-
gency request by Kim Jong Nam’s family
members for “extraction and protection”. It
is not clear who is behind the group, which
says it can help high-level North Koreans
escape the isolated country and hides its
digital footprint.

The website on which the statement
and video was posted was registered on
Saturday, according to WHOIS database
records, which disclose website owner-
ship.  The WHOIS database shows the
group used a Panama-based protection

service to hide ownership of its website
address. The authors of the statement
encouraged people to join their organisa-
tion by writing to an email address hosted
by a Switzerland-based encrypted email
service, and they requested donations via
the digital Bitcoin currency.

The group thanked the Netherlands
ambassador to North and South Korea,
Lody Embrechts, for his “timely and strong
response” to the group’s request for help.
Embrechts, who is based in South Korea,
declined to comment on the statement, as
did the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
“We are aware of these reports. The MFA
cannot comment on them,” a spokes-
woman said.

“The three family members were met
quickly and relocated to safety. We have in
the past addressed other urgent needs for
protection,” the Cheollima Civil Defense
statement said, adding that the where-
abouts of the family will not be addressed.
“Cheollima” is the name given to a mythical
horse in Chinese and Korean folklore, said
to be able to travel over great distances.
The term is used in North Korean propa-
ganda to symbolise rapid economic devel-
opment, as well as to name streets, restau-

rants and other domestic brands. In the
video, Kim held up a black North Korean
service passport in the video and opened
it. The details were edited out, but a North
Korean state stamp is visible on one page,
as is a line of English text which said the
passport’s validity had been extended.
North Korean service passports are issued
to government officials. They are black and
embossed with gold text which says “PASS-
PORT (FOR OFFICIAL TRIP)”.

South Korean intelligence and US offi-
cials say Kim Jong Nam’s murder was an
assassination organized by North Korean
agents. Malaysian police have identified
eight North Koreans wanted for question-
ing in the case, but the only people
charged with the murder so far are an
Indonesian woman and a Vietnamese
woman who police say wiped the VX nerve
agent on the victim’s face. 

Malaysia is still waiting for DNA samples
of the next of kin to officially verify the
identity, but no family member has made
contact yet. The Southeast Asian country
has said it would only release Kim’s body to
the next of kin, refusing demands from
North Korea to hand over the body without
an autopsy. — Reuters 

Video emerges of man claiming 
to be murdered N Korean’s son
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BEIRUT: Two people were killed yesterday in bombard-
ment of a Syrian rebel bastion near Damascus, a moni-
tor said, less than 24 hours after Russia announced a
freeze in fighting there. “A young man and a woman
were killed in air strikes on Douma,” the largest town in
the Eastern Ghouta region, said Rami Abdel Rahman,
head of the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights.

Raids also hit the town of Arbin, and regime
artillery hit Harasta, leaving nearly two dozen people
wounded in Eastern Ghouta. “These are the first air
strikes since the truce was announced” on Tuesday
afternoon, Abdel Rahman said. An AFP correspondent

in Douma told AFP that a warplane had struck the
town and that residents who were outside had rushed
back into their homes. “The situation is tragic-the
heavy shelling is ongoing,” said Zeina, a resident of
Douma who spoke to AFP via the internet.

Russia’s defence ministry on Tuesday declared a
two-week “regime of silence” in Eastern Ghouta, the
last opposition stronghold near the Syrian capital.
Hamza Bayraqdar, a spokesman for the Army of Islam,
told AFP on Tuesday that the faction had not been
notified about the ceasefire, but would not “reject any
agreement to stop the bloodshed and suffering of our

people”. And senior Army of Islam official Mohammad
Alloush lambasted regime ally Moscow yesterday after
the strikes. “Russia’s announcement of a cessation of
hostilities in Eastern Ghouta is a political announce-
ment-militarily, it’s not being executed,” he told AFP.
“Russia wants to present itself as neutral and a sponsor
of a political solution (to the Syrian conflict), but on
the ground it’s a different case,” he said. 

“This announcement came late. It was supposed to
be announced on March 5, but the regime didn’t com-
mit to it. Even with this announcement, there is no
agreement from the regime on a freeze.” Eastern

Ghouta has been under a devastating government
siege since 2012, but has also been the target of a blis-
tering regime offensive in recent months. It is the last
remaining opposition stronghold near Damascus,
where a string of local “reconciliation deals” have seen
villages and towns brought back under the control of
President Bashar al-Assad’s government. Russia and
rebel backer Turkey sponsored a nationwide truce
between Assad’s forces and opposition fighters in
December, but fighting has continued across swathes
of Syria. More than 310,000 have been killed since
Syria’s conflict began in March 2011. — AFP 

2 dead in bombing of Syria rebel bastion despite truce 

MOSUL: Three roadside bombs laid by Islamic State group militants explode in a western Mosul neighborhood, killing one of the Iraqi engi-
neers attempting to diffuse the devices. — AP 

MOSUL: Iraqi forces worked to clear bombs and
flush out any remaining jihadists in recaptured
areas of west Mosul yesterday to set the stage for
an offensive against the Old City. Supported by US-
led coalition air strikes, the forces have made
steady progress in their battle to retake Iraq’s sec-
ond city from the Islamic State group, announcing
the recapture of two more areas on yesterday.

Prime Minister Haider Al-Abadi vowed that he
would “not hesitate” to strike jihadists in neighbor-
ing countries as well if they posed a threat, after
Baghdad carried out air raids in Syria last month.
Iraqi forces have recaptured a series of neighbor-
hoods in Mosul as well as the provincial govern-
ment headquarters and the museum where IS mili-
tants infamously filmed themselves destroying
priceless artefacts. The jihadists are under mount-
ing pressure from twin US-backed ground offen-
sives targeting Mosul and their other main strong-
hold, Raqa in Syria. IS overran large areas of both
countries in 2014, declaring a cross-border
“caliphate” in territory it controlled, but has since
lost ground. Iraqi forces launched the massive oper-
ation to retake Mosul on October 17, first recaptur-
ing its eastern side before setting their sights on its
smaller but more densely populated west. The
jihadists have fought back with suicide car bombs,
roadside bombs, snipers and weaponised drones.

‘Important step’ 
The focus on yesterday was on clearing the

newly retaken areas and defusing bombs in booby-
trapped houses, Lieutenant Colonel Abdulamir Al-

Mohammedawi of the elite Rapid Response
Division told AFP. The battle for the Old City may
see some of the toughest fighting of the operation
to retake west Mosul.

“The liberation of the city centre is a first and
very important step for beginning the liberation of
the Old City,” Mohammedawi said, referring to an
area near the Old City that Iraqi forces have recap-
tured in recent days. “The Old City is a very difficult
area” of narrow streets and closely spaced houses,
he said. Hundreds of thousands of civilians are
believed to still be trapped under jihadist rule in
the Old City, where Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi made his
only public appearance as IS leader and pro-
claimed a “caliphate” in July 2014.

Iraq’s Joint Operations Command announced
Wednesday that the elite Counter-Terrorism Service
had recaptured the neighborhoods of Al-Mansur and
Al-Shuhada Al-Thaniya in west Mosul. The fighting in
the city’s western districts has forced more than
51,000 people to flee their homes, according to the
International Organization for Migration. But 750,000
people are believed to have remained in west Mosul
under IS, whose fighters have used civilians as
human shields to defend themselves from approach-
ing forces. “We couldn’t go outside because of the IS
fighters,” said Manhal, a 28-year-old resident of Al-
Danadan, a district now under Iraqi control. “Those
who went out were taken hostage. The fighting was
very violent.  Mortar rounds fell on our roof and
inside our yard,” he added.

Federal  pol ice commander L ieutenant
General Raed Shakir Jawdat said anti-IS forces

were now setting up defenses in recaptured
areas of Mosul as they eyed the next phase.
“Berms and barriers were set up to protect (the)
forces and they began search operations in Al-
Dawasa and Al-Danadan and Al-Agaidat areas to
find (IS) remnants to prepare for the completion
of offensive operations,” he said.

In neighboring Syria, a US-backed alliance of
Kurdish and Arab fighters has been advancing on
Raqa and on Monday they reached the Euphrates
River cutting the main road to the partly IS-held
city of Deir Ezzor downstream. Turkish troops and
their Syrian rebel allies meanwhile have pushed
south from the Turkish border and driven IS out of
the northern town of Al-Bab.

And Syrian government troops have swept east-
wards from second city Aleppo with Russian sup-
port and seized a swathe of countryside from the
jihadists. According to the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights monitoring group, heavy Russian
bombing struck IS positions near the town of Al-
Khafsah, where regime forces retook a key water
pumping station on Tuesday.

An AFP correspondent saw dozens of trucks
and cars full of suitcases and bedding waiting on
the road between Al-Khafsah and the town of
Manbij. “The shelling began and we fled-wherever
we found somewhere safe, we’d settle there,” said
Abu Hammoud, an elderly man who left his home
near the water pumping station. “We need help for
the children. They’re sleeping in the open air.
There’s no food here. Everyone can see us, but no
one is doing anything.” — AFP 

Iraq forces hunt for bombs, 
jihadist holdouts in Mosul
Setting the stage for offensive against the Old City

BEIRUT: Lebanese authorities carried out raids
yesterday against currency exchange offices and
money transfer companies on suspicion they
sent huge sums to the Islamic State group, a judi-
cial source told AFP.

The source said the raids started Tuesday and
were continuing yesterday against several insti-
tutions “on suspicion they transferred huge sums
of money to areas controlled by IS in Raqa and
elsewhere,” referring to a jihadist stronghold in
Syria. The source added that a number of people
had been detained for investigation but were not
yet formally under arrest.

“Information is being gathered on the value of
the money that was transferred,” the source
added. Lebanese media reported that as much as
$20 million had been transferred to the jihadist
group, which holds territory in Syria and Iraq, as
well as Libya. But the judicial source dismissed
that figure as “exaggerated” while conceding the
suspected sum was nonetheless “huge.”

Yesterday afternoon, an AFP photographer
saw security forces raiding three offices on
bustling Hamra Street in the west of Beirut, and
seizing documents and computer equipment.
Afterwards, the raided premises were sealed with
red wax and a sign from the military prosecutor
warning against their reopening “under penalty
of prosecution.” There was no official statement
on the raids, or details on the number of compa-
nies that had been targeted. Lebanon’s Central
Bank imposes strict rules on financial institutions

intended to prevent money laundering and ter-
rorism financing, including caps on the amount
that can be transferred overseas without addi-
tional supporting paperwork. Lebanon has been
heavily impacted by the war in neighboring Syria

since it erupted in March 2011. Security forces
have on several occasions arrested suspected IS
members, including in February, when two men
were detained on accusations they were plan-
ning an attack in central Beirut. — AFP 

Lebanon raids financial 
offices over IS transfers 

BEIRUT: A unit from Lebanon’s Security Forces carry out raids at banking institutions and finan-
cial companies in the commercial Hamra district of Beirut as part of an investigation into cash
transfers to the Islamic State (IS) group. — AFP  

QAMISHLI: Captivated by the idea of fighting
jihadists, or dedicated to starting a “revolu-
tion,” foreigners have diverse reasons for join-
ing the Kurdish People’s Protection Units
(YPG) in northern Syria. The group is the key
component of the US-backed Syrian
Democratic Forces alliance, now advancing
on the Islamic State group’s stronghold of
Raqa. Hundreds of foreign fighters have
fought alongside the YPG in Syria, of whom at
least 25 have been killed, the Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights monitor says.

Kimmy 
Kimmy Taylor, a 27-year-old British citizen,

travelled to northern Syria in 2016 to write
about women’s rights after studying politics
at university in Sweden.  She had planned a
10-day visit but, after just three days, she
decided to stay.  Kimmy says she fell in love
with the system of “autonomous administra-
tion” Kurdish authorities have implemented
across northern Syria, describing it as “an
answer to everything that I’ve seen wrong
with the world”.

“I thought, why am I reading books in
Sweden about politics when I can live in a
revolution?” she tells AFP excitedly, a check-
ered black-and-white scarf wrapped around
her head. Kimmy has taken courses in the
Kurdish language, “the ideology of democrat-
ic confederalism” and military affairs with the
YPG’s female arm, the YPJ. 

“After I was on the front line for some
months, I joined the YPJ media team and now
we’re in Raqa” province, she says, describing
her daily routine of taking, editing, and pub-
lishing photos of the battle. She says witness-
ing IS lose Raqa city “would be a dream”.
“Maybe this hasn’t happened in history
before-that normal people have... created a
people’s army and defeated a group that is
like Daesh. It’s incredible,” she says, using an
Arabic acronym for the group. Although she
misses her family, friends, and good choco-
late, Kimmy has no plans to leave: “I know if I
return to Europe, I’ll be bored after one week.”

Firas 
Firas Vancouver, 23, was working as a cor-

rectional officer in a high-security prison in
Victoria, Canada when he started learning
about the YPG. “It was a tough job, you see
kind of the dark side of humanity,” Vancouver
says. “One of the main factors of me coming
here, getting on a plane and joining the revo-
lution, was seeing the struggle through inter-
net, on TV, on the news,” he adds. 

Sporting short spiky hair and some stub-

ble, Vancouver says he emailed the YPG
directly, who responded encouraging him to
travel to northern Syria. “It was probably less
than a month from when I sent the first email
that I was on a plane to start my journey,” says
Vancouver. He says he hopes the presence of
foreigners alongside the Kurdish fighters will
force Western governments to pay attention
and provide “more support for Rojava and the
struggle here with YPG and YPJ”.  Rojava is the
Kurdish name for Kurdish-majority parts of
northern Syria.”We weren’t forced to come
here. We volunteered to come here. And the
Kurdish people-you can tell-they see that and
show us a lot of love,” he says.

Roger 
At 20, Roger Benjamin-now known as

Jakdar Kawa, or Fighter Kawa in Kurdish-is
one of the youngest known foreign fighters.
His thick curly black hair swept up in a volu-
minous do, Roger tells AFP there are three
reasons he left the United States a month ago
for northern Syria.

“Number one, any kind of medical help I
can give. I have some kind of experience with
that. Number two, fight IS, cause seriously
they’re very bad people,” he says.  “And num-
ber three, just to see what direct democracy is
like. If you look around at the village, the peo-
ple, the culture, whatnot. Take it in. I want to
see how it works, this political system.”  He
speaks quickly, hitting his fist into his hand for
emphasis: “So far, they’re really pounding it in
about ideology and language. They really
want us to assimilate to the culture, to get to
know the Kurdish people, who they are, the
YPG.” Benjamin says he admires YPG fighters
killed in battle because “they’re dying fighting
for what they believe in”.   “If there’s any way I
could die, it would be that.” 

Maxime 
Maxime, a French citizen, is in northern

Syria for his second stint with the YPG. The 27-
year-old fought alongside the group in 2015
in Tal Abyad, near the Turkish border, but
broke up with his girlfriend in December to
return for a longer stay.  “If I have to stay a
year, two years, three, or even 10, I will stay
for 10 years to support this revolution and
help people,” he says. The YPG facilitated his
entry into Syrian territory, where he joined
the International Freedom Battalion, a unit of
foreign fighters. “We’re not here to impose
our ideas, whatever they are, but the people
are asking for us to liberate them,” he says.
“We will liberate them and try to establish a
more humane system.” — AFP 

Fight IS, start ‘revolution’: 
Foreigners join Syria Kurds

KHUNAYZ: Kimmy Taylor, a 27-year-old British citizen who joined the Kurdish
People’s Protection Units (YPG), talks with her comrades near Khunayz on the north-
ern outskirts of Raqa. — AFP  

YEREVAN: Armenia’s President Serzh
Sarkisian has urged international powers
to step up pressure on Azerbaijan to
avoid all-out war over the disputed
Nagorny Karabakh region, accusing his
nation’s arch-foe of military “blackmail”.
“The danger of a new war is constant and
will persist until Azerbaijan is persuaded
that there is no military solution to the
conflict,” Sarkisian told AFP in an inter-
view ahead of a visit to France. 

Fears that the decades-long Nagorny
Karabakh dispute could escalate have
risen since sporadic firing across the
volatile frontline surged last April into
the worst violence since a 1994 truce.  A
ceasefire brokered by Moscow stilled sev-
eral days of bloodshed but long-standing
mediators from Russia, the United States
and France have since struggled to
restart a stalled peace process. 

Sarkisian-who will  meet French
President Francois Hollande in Paris on
Wednesday-accused his Azerbaijani
counterpart Ilham Aliyev of sabotaging
any progress by threatening to start
fighting unless he gets his way. “He said
Azerbaijan will not start a war if Armenia
fulfils its demands. 

I said that this is blackmail, not a com-
promise,” the Armenian leader said.

Sarkisian urged Paris,  Moscow, and
Washington to “show what price one of
the sides will pay if it initiates an attack.”
“That will have a sobering effect,” he said.

‘A matter of time’ 
Baku and Yerevan have feuded over

the Nagorny Karabakh region since
Armenian separatists seized the territory
from Azerbaijan in a war that claimed
some 30,000 lives in the early 1990s.
Energy-rich Azerbaijan, whose military
spending exceeds Armenia’s entire
state budget, has repeatedly threat-
ened to take back the break away
region by force but Moscow-al l ied
Armenia has vowed to crush any mili-
tary offensive. The war ended in a frag-
ile 1994 truce but the two sides never
signed a firm peace deal and Sarkisian
warned that fears of a new surge in
fighting are growing.  

“Public opinion in Armenia is that the
resumption of hostilities is a matter of
time-maybe weeks or months-and the
commander-in-chief and defense minis-
ter must be prepared that a war could
start tomorrow,” Sarkisian said. “I don’t
think a fresh war is an immediate threat,
but nothing is ruled out when one deals
with an unpredictable neighbor.” — AFP

Armenia prez urges pressure 
on Azerbaijan to avert war
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ROME: Lucia Annibali’s face was rebuilt for
the price of atrocious pain and 18 surger-
ies after an acid attack ordered by her ex-
boyfriend corroded her eyelids, cheeks
and forehead almost to the bone and left
her nearly blind. The man she enraged
with a breakup, like her then a lawyer in an
Adriatic resort town, is now serving a 20-
year sentence for attempted murder.
Prosecutors allege that after he failed to
kill Annibali by tampering with a gas line in
her apartment, he engaged two men to
douse her with sulfuric acid when she got
home the evening of April 16, 2013.

While she lay in agony in a hospital
emergency room, Annibali made a vow to
her ex. “I swear to you that I will make it,”
she told him in an imaginary conversation.
“If you wanted to annihilate me, know that
you didn’t succeed.” Annibali, now 39, kept
her promise. She also proudly forged a
new role for herself in what is an expand-
ing cadre of courageous muses who are
determined to inspire fellow women in
Italy to rebel against violence at the hands
of controlling men.

A photo of a smiling Annibali, her nos-
trils deformed and the grafted skin from
her groin and thigh pulling at her recon-
structed eyelids and cheeks, graces the
cover of her memoir “Io Ci Sono,” (“I Am
Still Here.”) The book became the basis of a
movie shown on Italian state TV. Another
scarred survivor working to fight gender-

based violence in Italy is a one-time beau-
ty pageant winner and former aquatic park
star. Gessica Notaro, her face still swathed
in bandages and her eyesight put at risk
when two months ago the 27-year-old was
doused with acid in an attack, similar to
the one on Annibali, forms a heart with her
fingertips in a photo to well-wishers. Her
former boyfriend has been arrested.

Inspiring the fight 
Slain women are inspiring the fight, too.

Hundreds of women, and some men,
marched in Sara Di Pietrantonio’s memory
last June, a few days after the Roma Tre’
university student was strangled and her
corpse set afire, allegedly by a former
boyfriend who was furious she was seeing
another man. The rebellion marks a stun-
ning turnabout. A generation ago, the
Italian penal code prescribed prison sen-
tences as short as three years for men who
killed women out of jealousy. Until 1981,
the law sanctioned leniency for male
defendants who murdered to preserve
“family honor.”

Recent years have brought about “a
Copernican revolution in mentality and
approach” to addressing violence against
women, lawyer Lorenzo Puglisi said. Puglisi
established a website, SOS Stalking, for
those seeking help to protect themselves
from jealous or vengeful husbands,
boyfriends and acquaintances. Parliament

passed anti-stalking legislation in 2009.
Since 2010, hundreds of women, many
fearing for their lives, have contacted his
Milan office for assistance, including
obtaining restraining orders.

However, the harsh condemnation Italy
received last week from the European
Court of Human Rights underscores how
deeply attitudes that leave women at the
mercy of men still permeate Italian society.
The Strasbourg, France-based tribunal
ruled Italy had violated a woman’s rights
by underestimating the danger posed by
her husband, who beat her and attacked
her with a knife in separate incidents in
2012. The husband fatally stabbed their
teenage son while trying to assault her
with a knife again the next year.

The woman, who survived with multi-
ple stab wounds, had gone to stay at a
women’s shelter for a few months but
returned home when the center ran out of
space. Too often, police still “confuse vio-
lence with conflict,” Titti Carrano, one of
the lawyers who presented the woman’s
complaint to the rights court, said. Despite
the end of laws weighted in favor of men,
“there is a culture in Italy which still justi-
fies violence” against women, Carrano said.

Gender-motivated murders
Italy recorded 108 gender-motivated

murders of women, sometimes referred to
as “femicide,” last year, 111 in 2015 and 117

in 2014, according to state police statistics.
The slight dip mirrors an overall decline in
murders in the past few years, national
police official Maria Carla Bocchino
stressed. Unfortunately, “the incidence of

female victims in a family or romantic con-
text has stayed level,” hovering at about
65-70 percent of cases in which women
are slain, Bocchino said.

Acknowledging the toll on society, the
Chamber of Deputies last week approved
legislation to help orphans of femicide.
The bill would establish a 2 million-euro
fund for school scholarships or job train-
ing, and simplify the vital records bureau-
cracy so children no longer have to carry
the surname of the father who killed their
mother. On Valentine’s Day, Senate
President Pietro Grasso, a former anti-
Mafia prosecutor, promoted a public
awareness campaign in which empty
chairs will be draped with a red cloth in all
public buildings to highlight femicide,
until these killings are ended.

Sociologist Franca Garreffa of the
University of Calabria said that what is
happening in Italy “considering all this cul-
tural baggage, is an epochal change.” But
she ventured that Italian women’s growing
refusal to tolerate violent men could put
them at even greater danger unless they
get prompt, adequate protection from the
state. “The men have always been used to
being dominant, both in the family and in
society,” Garreffa said in an interview in
Rome, where she was attending a presen-
tation of a report in the Chamber of
Deputies on the economic costs to society
of violence against women. — AP

Scarred survivors inspire Italy  to combat violence on women

WASHINGTON: In this Jan 21, 2017 file photo, Gloria Steinem, center right, greets protesters at the barricades before speaking at the Women’s
March on Washington during the first full day of Donald Trump’s presidency. — AP 

PHILADELPHIA: Organizers of January’s Women’s
March have called for women to take the day off
and encouraged them not to spend money to show
their economic strength and impact on American
society. “A Day Without a Woman” is the first major
action by organizers since the nationwide marches
held the day after President Donald Trump’s inaugu-
ration that drew millions of women into the streets
in protest against misogyny, inequality and oppres-
sion. Though it is unclear how many women could
participate, thousands across the country have sig-
naled their support and interest online and to
employers.

The event coincides with the UN-designated
International Women’s Day, and organizers say they
want to “stand with women around the globe” who
supported their efforts Jan 21 with similar protests
in cities around the world. Spokeswoman Cassady
Findlay said organizers were inspired by the recent
“Day Without an Immigrant” protests held last
month. She said the action is aimed at highlighting
the effect of women on the country’s socio-eco-
nomic system and would demonstrate how the
paid and unpaid work of women keeps households,
communities and economies running.

“We provide all this value and keep the system
going, and receive unequal benefits from it,” Findlay
said. Findlay said it is important for white women to
be in solidarity with minority women. “Throughout
history, the strikes that have the biggest impact are
the ones when people who are already the target of
oppression participate,” she said. “It’s when women
of all backgrounds strike and stand together that
we’re really going to see the impact.”

Love and sacrifice 
Unlike the Women’s March, yesterday’s protest

focuses on the absence of women, who are being
steered to local rallies and community groups and
away from work or shopping in stores or online. 

Organizers also are asking women to wear red to
signify love and sacrifice. More than a million peo-
ple, mostly women, turned out nationwide for the
Women’s March. In New York, organizers are plan-
ning a gathering in Central Park at noon.
International Women’s Day rallies also are planned
in Philadelphia, Baltimore, Milwaukee, Washington
and Berkeley, California.

School districts including Prince George’s
County in Maryland, the Alexandria City Public
Schools in Virginia and Chapel Hill-Carrboro Schools
in North Carolina, have canceled classes in anticipa-
tion of employee participation. In Utah, as many as
1,000 women are expected to gather at the Capitol
to remind lawmakers they are watching their
actions on women’s issues.

In Providence, Rhode Island, the municipal court
plans to close because the demonstration in the
city would leave the court without enough staff to
open. Lovely Monkey Tattoo, a woman-owned tat-

too parlor in Whitmore Lake, Michigan, is offering
female-centric tattoos with messages like,
“Neverless, She Persisted” for $50 to $100, with pro-
ceeds going to the Ann Arbor chapter of Planned
Parenthood. Some businesses have said they will
either close or give female employees the day off.
The event website provides templates for “out of
office” emails, and an employer letter. The site has
had more than a half-million visitors, and more than
60,000 had clicked on the letter template by
Tuesday afternoon. Organizers noted that only a
fourth of participants in the Women’s March signed
up in advance to participate.

The role of women in American society is signifi-
cant. According to the US Census, women make up
more than 47 percent of the workforce and are
dominant in such professions as registered nurses,
dental assistants, cashiers, accountants and phar-
macists. They make up at least a third of physicians
and surgeons, as well as lawyers and judges.
Women also represent 55 percent of all college stu-
dents. Still, American women continue to be paid
less than men, earning 80 cents for every dollar a
man makes. The median income for women was
$40,742 in 2015, compared with $51,212 for men,
according to census data. — AP 

Women’s March organizers call 
for ‘A Day Without a Woman’
Thousands across country signal their support

MOSCOW: A group of feminist activists was
detained in Moscow yesterday, Inter
national Women’s Day, after protesting by
the Kremlin walls with a banner reading
“Men have been in power 200 years, down
with them!” OVD Info, a website that moni-
tors detentions of activists, wrote that sev-
en people were detained including two
journalists from Novaya Gazeta opposition
newspaper and a photographer and taken
to a police station for questioning. 

Rights lawyer Mari Davtyan wrote on
Facebook that eight had been detained
including journalists. One of the detained
activists, performance artist Yekaterina
Nenasheva, posted a video of the protest
on Facebook showing the activists stand-
ing on top of an artificial grotto in a park by
the Kremlin walls, holding smoke flares.
“Moscow and St Petersburg feminists who

seized the Kremlin congratulate you on
March 8,” Nenasheva wrote.

The activists’ banner referred to the fact
that Russia’s last female ruler was Catherine
the Great, who died in 1796, more than 200
years ago. TV Rain independent channel
reported that the women also carried ban-
ners reading “A woman for president” and
“We are the majority.” The protest resembled
those by punk group Pussy Riot, who in 2012
lit flares and sang a song about President
Vladimir Putin on a platform on Red Square.

March 8 is a public holiday in Russia but is
mainly celebrated by giving flowers and
chocolates to women rather than stressing
the need for gender equality. In a video
address to the nation’s women, Putin said that
he and other men “will do all we can so that
our beloved women are lavished with care
and attention and smile more often.” — AFP

KIEV: Around a thousand people marched
through Kiev yesterday, International Women’s
Day, calling for a return to the original feminist
meaning of a holiday now largely associated
with flowers and gifts. March 8 was celebrated
in the Soviet Union and is still one of the most
widely marked holidays in Ukraine, but activists
say the emphasis on flowers and compliments
to women runs counter to the concept of gen-
der equality.  

“I came to the march just to revive the origi-
nal meaning of March 8,” said Alina Zabruyko, a
22-year-old student. “From the beginning it
was a day for women’s rights, not a day for
flowers.” Marchers shouted slogans including
“Woman’s rights are human rights!” and held
banners saying “Sexism isn’t sexy” and “Don’t
give flowers, give safety”. Protesters said they

were marching to highlight domestic violence,
mistreatment of women in maternity hospitals
and bullying in the armed forces.

“Today in Ukraine violence is being used
against women. It is often invisible-it takes
place in families, in hospitals, at work. It is not
given enough attention,” said 27-year-old pro-
tester Diana Poladova, who works for an NGO
called the Expert Centre for Human Rights.
Police detained three counter-protesters after
they attempted to throw bright green disinfec-
tant at the activists. 

One of those detained told journalists he
wanted to “protest against actions that divide
Ukrainian society ”.  “ They are al ienating
Ukrainian women from Ukrainian men,” the
young man told the crowd as he was grabbed
by police officers. — AFP 

KIEV: Ukrainian women shout slogans during a march as part of International Women’s Day. — AFP 

Feminists urge Ukraine 
to reclaim Women’s Day

ROME: In this photo taken on Tuesday,
Feb 21, 2017, Lucia Annibali, victim of
an acid attack, walks in Rome. A rebel-
lion against gender violence, slowly
taking root in Italian society, marks a
stunning turnabout. — AP 

Feminist activists detained 
for protest near Kremlin

MELBOURNE: Pedestrian traffic lights
showing female figures rather than male
have been installed in Melbourne to reduce
“unconscious bias” and promote gender
equality, officials said on International
Women’s Day yesterday. Ten stop/go lights
depicting a figure in a dress were switched
on at one of the city’s busiest intersections,
though some questioned the point of the
12-month trial.

“The idea behind this equal crossings
initiative ... is to promote gender equality
and reduce unconscious bias through
changing some of the iconography we see
every day,” Martine Letts from advocacy
group The Committee of Melbourne, told
the Australian Broadcasting Corporation.
The move met with a mixed response, with
some poking fun.

“I like to think of Melbourne’s new traffic
lights as little green men in drag,” tweeted
Thomas John Jaspers. Melbourne Mayor

Robert Doyle questioned the value of the
initiative. “I’m all for doing anything we can
for gender equity, but really?” he told
reporters. “Unfortunately I think this sort of
costly exercise is more likely to bring deri-
sion rather than support to what is a very
important issue.”

Advocates insist no taxpayer money was
spent on the trial. Victoria state’s Minister
for Women Fiona Richardson threw her
support behind the gender-adjusted lights,
saying they would help to tackle sexism.
“There are many small-but symbolically sig-
nificant-ways that women are excluded
from public space,” she said. 

“A culture of sexism is made up of very
small issues, like how the default pedestri-
an crossings use a male figure, and large
issues such as the rate of family violence
facing women.” “We are a government
working towards gender equality for all
women,” she added. — AFP 

Traffic lights set to promote 
gender equality in Australia

CAIRO: The first Egyptian female pilot to fly EgyptAir’s biggest jet airliner, the Boeing 777-
333, Magda Malek, adjusts her cap, at her home, on International Women’s Day. — AP 

MELBOURNE:  New traffic signals designed to equal the gender balance guide pedes-
trians across Swanston Street near Flinders Street railway station on International
Women’s Day. — AFP  
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BANGKOK: The BBC World Service has stopped
broadcasting from one of its major global transmis-
sion stations situated in Thailand, AFP has learned,
after talks broke down with a junta riled by its uncen-
sored coverage. Sources with knowledge of the nego-
tiations said the BBC’s Thai-language output was an
obstacle in discussions about renewing the 20-year
lease on the complex, one of the network’s main
shortwave broadcast stations for Asia.

The suspension comes as the World Service rolls
out its largest foreign-language expansion for
decades. The centre’s large red and white transmis-
sion towers in Nakhon Sawan 150 miles north of
Bangkok beamed local language news into tightly-
controlled countries such as China and North Korea,
and into places where many still rely on radio like
Pakistan and Afghanistan but it went off air on
January 1 following the expiry of the lease.

“Despite extensive negotiations, we have been
unable to reach an agreement to re-commence trans-

missions,” the BBC said in a statement. The BBC World
Service, part-funded by the British government but
editorially independent, currently produces uncen-
sored news in 29 languages. The Asia transmission
station moved to Thailand from Hong Kong in 1997
after the city was handed back to China. The BBC did
not give details of why the talks broke down. But two
sources said its Thai-language service had become a
sore point. Thailand’s royalist establishment was
incensed by a profile of new King Maha
Vajiralongkorn which the BBC Thai service published
following the October death of his father King
Bhumibol Adulyadej.

Unvarnished reporting 
Thailand’s monarchy is protected from scrutiny by

a ferociously enforced lese majeste law, forcing media
inside the kingdom to heavily self-censor. The unvar-
nished profile was published out of the BBC’s London
office. It went viral in a country unused to seeing

unfiltered reporting of its monarchy. A dissident stu-
dent leader was charged with royal defamation for
sharing the profile, the first prosecution under
Vajiralongkorn’s reign. Sansern Kaewkumnerd, head of
Thailand’s government Public Relations Department, con-
firmed discussions had faltered but did not say why. “It
is still unclear whether the contract would be extend-
ed or not extended,” he said.

But foreign ministry spokesman Sek Wannamethee
said there were “no sticking points” and that the BBC
had made a “unilateral decision to terminate the
negotiating process without consulting the Thai side”.
Thailand’s 2014 coup brought to power a group of
ultra-royalist generals who stamped down on dissent
and cramped media freedoms.

Thitinan Pongsudhirak, a Thai politics expert at
Chulalongkorn University, said Thailand had become
a “more problematic place for media companies”, a
trend that has worsened under the latest military gov-
ernment. “ The longer the military regime is

entrenched, the more damage we’ll see to basic Thai
freedoms,” he said.

It its statement the BBC said it had been able to
absorb the fallout of the closed Thai station by “trans-
mitting non-English services via shortwave from other
locations”. Within Asia, the network owns transmission
sites in Singapore and Oman. The timing of the clo-
sure comes as the World Service plans to increase its
output to 40 foreign languages, near its post-World
War II peak of 45.

After years of slashing funding, the British govern-
ment announced an additional $352 million for the
2015-2020 period. The move was partly a response to
the huge expansion of state-sponsored media com-
petitors in countries like Russia, China and the Middle
East. The extra money is aimed at increasing local-lan-
guage broadcasts to countries like North Korea,
Ethiopia, Eritrea and Russia. The cash injection also
went towards hiring extra BBC Thai staff, both in
Bangkok and London. — AFP 

BBC’s Thai transmission towers fall silent as junta talks falter

BERLIN: Germany’s foreign minister expressed
cautious optimism yesterday that Berlin and
Ankara may begin to slowly reel diplomatic rela-
tions back to normal, following an escalation of
tensions that culminated with Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan accusing Germany of
“Nazi practices.” Foreign Minister Sigmar Gabriel
said talks at a Berlin hotel over breakfast with
Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu, the
first face-to-face official meeting since the diplo-
matic crisis began last week, were “good, honest
and friendly, but also hard and contentious.”

Over the past week, German municipalities
have canceled several events in which Turkish
Cabinet ministers had planned to address rallies
in Germany in support of a national referendum
on constitutional reform that would give
Erdogan more powers. Officials have cited issues
of overcrowding and fire safety, among other
things. Some rallies have gone ahead, most
recently with Cavusoglu himself addressing a
crowd in Hamburg late Tuesday night, though
not at the venue initially planned.

This does not fit democracy
Germany’s federal government has expressed

increasing irritation over Turkish officials using
Germany as a campaign platform, though it
emphasized that it wasn’t involved in blocking
the rallies and couldn’t intercede with the
municipalities that did so. About 1.4 million peo-
ple of Turkish descent living in Germany are eli-
gible to vote in the referendum. Setting the
stage for Wednesday’s meeting, Cavusoglu
repeated Erdogan’s assertion late Tuesday, say-
ing Germany’s “practices are similar to those of
the Nazi era.”

“There are lines that should not be crossed,
and one of those is the comparison with Nazi
Germany,” Gabriel said. Cavusoglu toned down
his rhetoric after yesterday’s meeting, saying
only that it seemed Germany was allowing anti-
Erdogan campaigners to express their opinions
while preventing his supporters from doing so.
“This does not fit democracy,” he said at a Berlin
trade fair. “Germany should not take sides.”
Cavusoglu told reporters that the meeting was
fruitful and the two sides had agreed to meet
again in Turkey at a later date.

“We shared our views in a very sincere atmos-
phere. We expect to continue this dialogue,” he
said. Adding to the tensions, Turkey arrested
German newspaper reporter Deniz Yucel, whom

Erdogan has accused of being both a German
spy and a “representative” of the outlawed
Kurdish rebel group PKK - a claim Germany has
dismissed as “absurd” - and has not yet allowed
any German consular access to him.

Yucel, a reporter for Die Welt, was detained in
Istanbul on Feb. 14 over his reports about a
hacker attack on the email account of the coun-
try’s energy minister. Gabriel said he pushed for
access to Yucel, who has both Turkish and
German citizenship, and lobbied for his release.
Even before the current rift, relations already
were strained between the two countries over
Germany’s criticism of Erdogan’s crackdown fol-
lowing a failed coup as a flow of Turkish diplo-
mats and soldiers sought asylum in Germany.

‘Become a shelter’
Germany has suggested it may not extradite

suspects wanted by Turkey in cases it considers
politically motivated, which has prompted
Erdogan to accuse Germany of having “become
a shelter” for terrorists and having no regard for
other countries’ national security issues. The
strife comes at a time when the European Union

is relying on a migrant deal with Turkey that has
significantly cut down the number of migrants
crossing into Europe. Erdogan has several times
threatened to quit the deal when expressing
anger at the actions of European countries.
Germany also has reconnaissance aircraft
deployed at a NATO base in Turkey as part of the
alliance’s fight against the Islamic State group.

Yesterday, a top German intelligence official
said the domestic disputes in Turkey are affect-
ing the security situation in Germany. Hans-
Georg Maassen, the head of Germany’s BfV
domestic intelligence service, said the splits
seen in Turkish society are being mirrored
among Turks in Germany. “There is a danger that
proxy conflicts between supporters of the PKK
and nationalist/far-right Turks will escalate,” he
said, citing the “high threat potential on both
sides.” Following his meeting with Cavusoglu,
Gabriel told reporters that “we agreed that nei-
ther side has an interest in permanently damag-
ing the relationship.” He noted that Germany and
Turkey had longstanding ties, and said he hoped
their initial meeting would help “bring us step by
step back to a better relationship.” — AP 

Germany hopeful relations 
with Turkey can normalize

Erdogan accused Germany of ‘Nazi practices’

BERLIN: Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu (C) visits his country’s hall at the
Internationale Tourismus-Boerse (ITB) international travel trade show. — AFP  

PARIS: Centrist French presidential candidate
Emmanuel Macron won the backing yesterday of
Socialist former Paris mayor Bertrand Delanoe, in
a boost to a campaign that is fast attracting sup-
port. The pledge adds to a growing list of backers
from both the left and centre for the 39-year-old
former economy minister who is trying to upend
France’s traditional politics. “The candidate who
is closest to my convictions as a Socialist, a
reformist, a European and a realist, is Emmanuel
Macron,” Delanoe told France Inter radio.

Delanoe, who oversaw the French capital
from 2001 to 2014, said he had backed Macron
because it was essential to “throw the most
weight possible behind the candidate who can
beat Madame (Marine) Le Pen in the first round”.
According to current polls, Macron would qualify
for the May 7 run-off along with far-right leader
Le Pen if the first round of the election was held
now. Voting takes place on April 23.

The former investment banker who quit the
Socialist government in August to prepare a bid
for the presidency, has risen fast in opinion polls,
but has never won elected office. An already
unpredictable French election has become even
harder to call given the legal woes afflicting the
conservative challenger Francois Fillon, who is
embroiled in a “fake jobs” scandal.

In another blow, the investigative paper Le
Canard Enchaine published new claims late
Tuesday that the scandal-hit Fillon had failed to
declare an interest-free loan of 50,000 euros
($53,000) from a billionaire friend. Once the fron-
trunner in the race, Fillon has slipped down to
third in the polls and the gap between him and
Macron and Le Pen appears to be widening.

‘Forgotten’ middle classes 
The high-flying Macron has already forged an

alliance with Francois Bayrou, a 65-year-old cen-
trist who finished third in the 2007 presidential
election. Delanoe’s support for the Macron cam-
paign is a blow for the Socialist candidate for the
presidency, Benoit Hamon, whose hard-left poli-
cies have led some commentators to dismiss him
as unelectable. Macron still has his detractors

though, with veteran conservative former prime
minster Alain Juppe describing him this week as
“politically naive”. 

Macron told AFP in an interview Tuesday that
he will defend France’s middle classes, which he
says have been ignored by left and right. Macron
claimed that both the outgoing Socialist govern-
ment under President Francois Hollande-in
which he served-and their rightwing opponents
have let down the middle classes, assailed by job
cuts and an increasing tax burden.

“The contract with the middle classes, which
are both the political and economic bedrock of
our democracy, has been broken,” Macron said.
“The right talks about the France that is succeed-
ing, the left talks about the workers who are
struggling the most,” he said. “They have forgot-
ten the middle classes which are working for
France, the France that is fighting to succeed.”

Macron claimed that snubbing middle earners
had led to Britain’s Brexit vote and Donald Trump’s

victory in the United States. “Democracies that
have succeeded economically by depending only
on the classes that succeed... while forgetting the
middle classes, are shattered by the rise of
extremes,” he said. “It’s what happened with
Brexit, it’s what happened with Trump.”

Macron suffered a blow to his campaign on
Tuesday when he confirmed a report by Le
Monde newspaper that a member of his team
had quit over an apparent conflict of interest.
Jean-Jacques Mourad, a cardiologist, is said to
have made nearly 60 business visits and appear-
ances at conferences between 2013 and June
2016, paid for by the Servier pharmaceutical
company, during which he ran up tens of thou-
sands of euros of expenses. Mourad was a mem-
ber of a working group on health issues in the
Macron campaign. Macron also said he had
asked his party’s ethics committee to ask all con-
tributors to working groups to flag up any possi-
ble conflicts of interest. — AFP 

Macron wins more 
high-profile backing

PARIS: French presidential election candidate for the ‘’En Marche !’’ (On the Move) movement
Emmanuel Macron gestures as he speaks during an Assembly of the French Departments (ADF). — AFP

LEIDEN: A person walks in front of electoral posters. — AFP 

THE HAGUE: Some call him the “Justin
Trudeau” of Dutch politics, others see an echo
of a young John F Kennedy, while his detrac-
tors call him arrogant. But GroenLinks (Green-
Left) party leader Jesse Klaver is on a mission
to put his own stamp on the Dutch political
landscape in the March 15 polls as an antidote
to rising right-wing xenophobia. As the only
child of an absentee father of Moroccan
descent and a Dutch-Indonesian mother,
Klaver, 30, knows what growing up in The
Netherlands as an outsider is like.

“I was shocked to be told on Twitter to go
back to my own country, or told ‘I will not vote
for you because you are Moroccan’,” Klaver said
during a debate late Sunday. “So many people
have faced these kinds of comments. We
should be judged based on what our future
represents, not on the basis of our origins.”
While far-right politician Geert Wilders cam-
paigns on an anti-immigrant, anti-Islam plat-
form including calling some Moroccans here
“scum”, Klaver is sending a message of toler-
ance. Since taking over as party leader in May
2015, he has boosted his party’s fortunes. Polls
predict it may leap from six MPs in the outgo-
ing parliament to possibly 18. Although
unlikely, some even give the bright-eyed
Klaver an outside shot at becoming the next
Dutch prime minister depending on how
coalition talks go.

‘Immigrant country’ 
The country’s youngest-ever party leader,

Klaver was raised mainly by his grandparents
in social housing, in a sprawling flatlands sub-
urb of the southern city of Roosendaal. Unlike
“what certain politicians will lead you to
believe, The Netherlands is an immigrant
country,” Klaver told AFP in a recent interview.
“I am a product of that immigration,” added
the curly-haired, olive-skinned Klaver.

His campaign mainly focuses on stopping
what Klaver calls “the right-wing wind that’s
blowing through all of Europe”. And the Dutch
vote is being seen as a key litmus test of the
rise of populist and far-right parties ahead of
other national elections in Europe this year.

Klaver first rose to prominence in 2009 when
at just 23 he was elected the youngest-ever
member of the influential Social and
Economical Council of The Netherlands, which
advises government and parliament on key
policy. Six years later, he was elected unop-
posed as the leader of GroenLinks, which had
been haemorrhaging voters since a disastrous
2012 campaign. With Prime Minister Mark
Rutte’s Liberal VVD party only slightly ahead of
Wilders’s Freedom Party in the polls, the
young Klaver could emerge in a “kingmaker”
role. He has already called for closer coopera-
tion between leftwing parties like Labour, the
progressive D66 and the Socialist Party, seek-
ing to form a powerful bloc against any
potential government led by Rutte’s Liberals,
who will need a majority coalition to reign in
the 150-seat house.

‘JFK’ 
Often compared to Canada’s liberal Prime

Minister Justin Trudeau, to whom Klaver bears
a striking resemblance, he calls John F.
Kennedy his biggest inspiration. Even his full
name, “Jesse Feras Klaver” echoes the initials of
the famous US president, assassinated in Dallas
in 1963. Kennedy “was a man who said you
should stand by your norms and principles,”
said Klaver, who has several pictures of a youth-
ful Kennedy on his office walls alongside those
of his own wife and two young sons. But some
of his critics are not impressed by his youthful
assertiveness-Labour Party leader Lodewijk
Asscher has called him a “touch arrogant.” 

Klaver subscribes to many of the ideas of
celebrated French economist Thomas Piketty-
the author of an unlikely bestseller on capital-
ism-including that globalization has created
an unequal society and an unequal concentra-
tion of wealth.  “We need to make Europe
work for everybody, not just for a small group
of rich people who have been lucky and are
just getting richer,” Klaver said. He is reminded
every morning of his mission as he clasps his
coffee mug, engraved with JFK’s words: “One
person can make a difference, and everyone
should try.” — AFP

Dutch ‘Trudeau’ aims to stem 
far-right party election hopes

GENEVA: The UN human rights chief took
aim at President Donald Trump yesterday,
saying the United States needed better lead-
ership to meet challenges like surging xeno-
phobia and religious discrimination. In a
keynote speech to the United Nations rights
council’s main annual session, Zeid Ra’ad Al
Hussein said he was “concerned by the new
administration’s handling” of key issues. 

“Greater and more consistent leadership
is needed to address the recent surge in
discrimination, anti-Semitism, and violence
against ethnic and religious minorities,”
Zeid added. Zeid warned that Washington’s
“vilification of entire groups such as
Mexicans and Muslims” as well as “false
claims” about higher crime rates among
migrants “fuel xenophobic abuses.” And,
taking direct aim at Trump personally, Zeid
said he was “dismayed at attempts by the
president to intimidate or undermine jour-
nalists and judges.”

Major media organizations as well as
press freedom groups have accused Trump
of demonizing journalists in an unprece-
dented manner for a president, including
by describing the media as “the enemy of
the people.” The United States holds a seat
on the 47-member rights council and had
been an active member through much of
Barack Obama’s eight-year term. But, repre-
senting the Trump administration last
week, assistant secretary of state Erin
Barclay told the council its work was often
at odds with core American values, notably
over its criticism of Israel.  

Zeid had been the first top UN figure to

speak out against Trump’s initial travel ban
and on Wednesday blasted a revised execu-
tive order that bars entry of people from six
mainly Muslim countries. The rights chief
said the measure raised the risk of poten-
tially il legal deportations. “Expedited
deportations could amount to collective
expulsions ... in breach of international law,”
Zeid said, stressing his concern about its
impact on children and “families torn apart.” 

In a broader condemnation of attitudes
toward migrants, Zeid accused European
politicians of spreading fearful messages
that portray vulnerable foreigners as “crimi-
nal invading hordes”. “Many ordinary peo-
ple in Europe have welcomed and support-
ed migrants, but political leaders increas-
ingly demonstrate a chilling indifference to
their fate,” Zeid told the council, specifically
noting migrants who have reached Europe
via the Mediterranean. 

The UN leader then singled out Hungary,
where parliament on Tuesday approved the
systematic detention of all asylum-seekers
in container camps, a move urged by Prime
Minister Viktor Orban. Referencing Orban’s
claim last month that “ethnic homogeneity”
was vital for the Hungary’s economic suc-
cess, Zeid said: “No society is homogenous,
least of all in Central Europe”. “These toxic
notions of so-called ethnic purity hark back
to an era in which many people suffered
atrociously,” he added.  Separately, Zeid
called for the UN’s highest level probe-
known as a Commission of Inquiry-into
abuses against civilians in the Democratic
Republic of Congo. — AFP 

UN rights chief claims US 
needs better leadership





MANILA: Philippine Foreign Secretary
Perfecto Yasay was sacked yesterday
after lawmakers ruled he lied to them
over his American citizenship, ending an
eight-month stint that ironically featured
outbursts against the United States. In
an extremely rare move, members of a
congressional body unanimously voted
to reject Yasay’s nomination as foreign
secretary following tense confirmation
hearings in which he admitted to mis-
leading the lawmakers.

“He was not telling the truth. He was
not being forthright in the question and
answer portion of the (confirmation)
hearings,” Senator Panfilo Lacson told
reporters after announcing the decision.
President Rodrigo Duterte appointed
Yasay, a former roommate at university
decades ago, at the start of his adminis-
tration on June 30 last year.

Following the Commission on
Appointments’ ruling, Duterte’s
spokesman released a statement con-
firming Yasay would step down, saying
the president would announce an acting

foreign secretary. Yasay told an initial
confirmation hearing last month that he
had never been an American citizen. But
on Wednesday Yasay faced the commis-
sion again and was grilled over docu-
ments that showed he obtained US citi-
zenship in 1986.

‘America has failed us’
The documents also showed Yasay

renounced the American citizenship at
the US embassy in Manila days before his
appointment as foreign secretary. Yasay,
who worked as an immigration lawyer
while living in the United States, insisted
he never lied about his citizenship but
apologised for “inadvertently mislead-
ing” the commission. 

“I may not have fully disclosed what
was required in my answering this ques-
tion but this is really normal in a process
like this,” Yasay said. “You get nervous,
you somehow come up with answers
that you do not intend.” Lacson said Yasay
could not be reappointed and warned he
may face perjury charges. — AFP 
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LUCKNOW: Indian police yesterday shot dead a
suspected Islamic State sympathizer who they
said was involved in a train explosion that injured
10 people. Police said they ended a nearly 12-
hour stand-off in the early hours by storming the
house where the suspect, identified as Saifullah,
was holed up in northern Uttar Pradesh state.

“We had received information that an ISIS-
related group was being formed here and a sus-
pect linked to it could be hiding here,” Aseem
Arun of India’s anti-terror squad told reporters,

referring to the Islamic State group. “When we
entered the room, he fired upon us and we also
retaliated. About four to five bullets hit him and
then Saifullah died,” he said.

Six other suspects have been arrested over the
explosion on a train on Tuesday in which at least
10 people were injured. Closed-circuit television
footage from near the train explosion site in
neighboring Madhya Pradesh state helped police
identify the suspects. Police reportedly recovered
eight pistols and more than 650 rounds of ammu-

nition, explosives, gold and passports from the
house, on the outskirts of state capital Lucknow.
Television footage showed police carrying a body
wrapped in a white sheet from the house.

Rahul Srivastava, spokesman for the director
general of police in Uttar Pradesh, said they
were investigating Saifullah’s links to IS. “The
level of his involvement with ISIS or the extent
to which he was radicalized, is a matter of inves-
tigation,” he said. “Given his involvement in the
train blast incident in MP (Madhya Pradesh), the

material, including weapons and ammunition,
recovered from him, being part of a bigger
group, and based on other inputs, he doesn’t
seem to be merely inspired by ISIS.” India’s lead-
ers say the IS group does not have influence in
the country of over 1.2 billion people, which
has a large but traditionally moderate Muslim
population. There have been some reports of
Indians going to fight for the group in Iraq and
Syria, but the numbers are low relative to the
size of the population. — AFP 

Indian police shoot dead man with alleged IS link

KABUL: Gunmen dressed as doctors stormed
Afghanistan’s largest military hospital yester-
day, officials said, in a six-hour attack claimed
by the Islamic State group as it makes inroads
into the war-battered country. The assault on
the Sardar Daud Khan hospital left at least
three people dead and 66 others wounded,
health officials reported, with explosions and
gunfire rattling Kabul’s diplomatic district as
dense clouds of smoke rose in the sky.

Medical staff hunkered down in the hospital
wards posted desperate messages for help on
social media, with local television footage
showing some of them trapped on the ledge of
a top floor window. “Attackers are inside the
hospital. Pray for us,” a hospital staff member
wrote on Facebook. Hospital administrators
told AFP three gunmen wearing white labora-
tory coats began spraying bullets after a sui-
cide bomber on foot blew himself up at the
backdoor entrance, sparking chaos inside the
400-bed facility.

“I saw one of the attackers, armed with an
AK-47 and dressed as doctor, shooting at
patients and guards on the third floor,” hospital
nurse Abdul Qadeer told AFP. “They shot my
friend but I managed to flee... I had to jump
over the barbed wire to escape.” At least two
other loud explosions-including what the

defense ministry called a car bomb in the hos-
pital ’s  park ing lot-were heard as Afghan
Special Forces launched a clearance operation
that lasted around six hours. The assailants
were gunned down after  Afghan Special
Forces landed on the roof of the hospital in a
military helicopter.  “The attackers have been
killed. We are still assessing the damage,” inte-
rior ministry spokesman Sediq Sediqqi told
AFP in a brief statement.  

‘Criminal act’ 
Afghanistan’s warring parties, including gov-

ernment forces, have repeatedly targeted med-
ical facilities, decimating the country’s fragile
health system and preventing conflict-displaced
civilians from accessing life saving care. “This is a
criminal act. Nothing can justify an attack on
hospitals,” Afghan Chief Executive Abdullah
Abdullah said of the latest attack. “We will never
forgive these criminals. Unfortunately, this
attack has resulted in some casualties.”

Islamic State jihadists claimed the attack via
a verified Telegram account. The more power-
ful Taliban said they were not behind the
attack .  The mil itant group, Afghanistan’s
largest, is known to distance itself from attacks
on medical facilities or those that result in high
civilian casualties. The assault comes just a

week after 16 people were killed in simultane-
ous Taliban suicide assaults on two security
compounds in Kabul.

Dozens of others were wounded as a suicide
car bomber struck an Afghan police precinct in
western Kabul and a five -hour gun battle
ensued after another attacker snuck in. In the
second attack, a suicide bomber blew himself
up at the gates of an Afghan intelligence
agency branch in eastern Kabul. The carnage
underscores rising insecurity in Afghanistan.
The country is bracing for an intense fighting
season in the spring as the government ’s
repeated bids to launch peace negotiations
with the Taliban have failed.

Afghan forces, already beset by record casu-
alties, desertions and non-existent “ghost sol-
diers” on the payrolls, have been struggling to
beat back insurgents since US-led NATO troops
ended their combat mission in December 2014.
Kabul last month endorsed US general John
Nicholson’s call for thousands of additional
coalition troops in Afghanistan to fend off the
militants before the spring offensive. Extra
troops were needed to end the stalemate in the
war, Nicholson, the top US commander in
Afghanistan, told the US Congress in what
could be President Donald Trump’s first major
test of military strategy. — AFP 

Gunmen dressed as doctors 
attack Kabul army hospital

IS makes inroads into war-battered country 

WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump is fac-
ing his biggest foreign policy challenge yet
after North Korea fired a ballistic missile salvo in
a supposed training run for an attack on US
bases in Japan. Pyongyang blasted at least four
missiles across the ocean toward its eastern
neighbor on Monday, and three of the rockets
splashed down into waters within Japan’s
Exclusive Economic Zone.

The latest tests mark the end of what had
been a quiet spell in North Korean weapons
testing-with little activity since Trump’s election
in November-and propels the long-simmering
issue to the White House front burner. Trump in
January had tweeted that North Korea’s stated
goal of building a long-range nuclear missile to
hit the US mainland “won’t happen”-but he nev-
er provided details.

After North Korea said the missile launches
were training for a strike on US bases in Japan,
where about 50,000 American troops are sta-

tioned, Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and
Trump spoke by phone and warned the threat
from North Korea had “entered a new stage.”
Trump must now define what exactly that
means, and what America’s response will be. 

“We are in a very tenuous situation with not
a lot of leverage, not a lot of initiative in terms
of negotiations,” a senior defense official told
reporters recently. “So as you might imagine we
are preparing for contingency operations to the
degree we need to,” the official said. Secretary
of State Rex Tillerson is traveling to South Korea,
Japan and China next week, his first visit to the
region. He will discuss “strategic coordination to
address the advancing nuclear and missile
threat from North Korea,” State Department act-
ing spokesman Mark Toner said. “Given North
Korea’s continuing provocative behavior and
actions, the US is actively engaged with its part-
ners and allies in the region to address the
threat posed,” he added.

Anti-missile technologies 
Further ramping up regional tensions is the

deployment of an American anti-ballistic mis-
sile battery called THAAD, a successor to the
Patriot system. China is furious about the move,
even though the interceptors can only be used
for defense and cannot directly engage
Chinese missiles. Beijing worries THAAD’s radar
system will give the United States precision
tracking capabilities of China’s own missiles,
and weaken its deterrence against America.

“This is somewhat exaggerated as a threat
but the full capabilities of the THAAD system
are classified so it can’t be entirely discount-
ed,” said John Schilling, an aerospace expert
and consultant at the 38 North program of the
US-Korea Inst i tute at  Johns Hopk ins
University. Experts say Pyongyang’s simulta-
neous firing of at least four missiles is possibly
an attempt to overcome anti-missile systems
by overwhelming them.

The Patriot system could supposedly stop
up to 16 missiles at a time, and THAAD is
thought to only build on that number. But try-
ing to stop a missile with another missile is far
from infallible. North Korea analyst Joseph
Bermudez said Pyongyang potentially has
enough mobile launchers to fire at least 36
ballistic missiles of various types at the same
time. Monday’s missiles were either enhanced
extended-range Scuds or medium-range No
Dong ballistic missiles that date back to the
1990s and can’t reach mainland America.

Fresh start 
Privately,  the Nor th Koreans had been

sending signals they wanted a fresh start with
the Trump administration, said Joel Wit, a co-
founder of the 38 North program. But the
start of US military drills with Seoul this week
ended that chapter. “That posture wouldn’t
last forever and the US-(South Korea) joint
exercises that are taking place now were sig-
naled as possibly ending that quiet period,”
Wit said. — AFP 

Missile tests put N Korea 
on Trump’s front burner

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysian Prime
Minister Najib Razak struck a softer tone
with North Korea yesterday, a day after
accusing it  of treating Malaysians as
“hostages” amid a diplomatic meltdown
over the murder of the estranged half-
brother of the North’s leader.

Malaysian police have identified eight
North Koreans wanted for questioning in
connection with the killing of Kim Jong
Nam who was killed at Kuala Lumpur
International Airport on Feb. 13 by assas-
sins who Malaysian police say used a
super-toxic nerve agent that killed him
within 20 minutes. Police say three of them
are hiding at the North Korean embassy. In
a bid to “ensure the safety” of its diplomats
and citizens in Malaysia, North Korea retali-
ated on Tuesday by banning Malaysians
from leaving the country until the case was
“properly solved.”

Najib initially denounced that move as
an “abhorrent act” while ordering a recipro-
cal ban. In Malaysia’s Borneo state of
Sarawak, 37 North Koreans were detained
on Tuesday at a construction site for over-
staying their visas, a state government
source said. They were among 176 North
Koreans working in Sarawak. Those who
overstayed, would be given 30-day exten-
sions, however, an immigration source said.
But faced with the priority of securing the
release of the 11 Malaysians stuck in North
Korea, Najib sounded more conciliatory in
parliament on Wednesday, saying there
were no plans to cut diplomatic ties.

No threat to safety     
“We are a country that’s friendly to

them,” Najib said, after reassuring MPs that
there was no threat to the safety of the
three embassy staff, six family members,
and two other Malaysians in North Korea.
“We didn’t pick a quarrel with them but
when a crime has been committed, espe-
cially when chemical weapons have been
used in Malaysia, we are duty bound to
protect the interest of Malaysians.”

Najib declined to elaborate on what
action he would take to bring back his citi-
zens: “If there’s any negotiations, we can’t
do it through the media.” North Korea is in
danger of losing one of the few friends it
has outside of China. On Monday, Malaysia
expelled North Korea’s ambassador for
questioning the impartiality of the murder
investigation and ended visa free travel for
North Koreans.

Last week, Malaysia said it would inves-
tigate North Korea front companies after a
Reuters report showed that Pyongyang’s
spy agency was running an arms network
in the country. The UN has called for calm
and urged the two countries to settle their
differences through “established diplomat-
ic practice”.

Video purportedly of son
North Korea says the dead man is not

Kim Jong Nam, and has suggested the vic-
tim died from a heart attack. Najib said his
identity is yet to be verified: “It’s been hard
for us to do the DNA verification as no one
has come forward. Maybe they’re scared to
come forward.” Malaysia has said it would
only release Kim’s body to the next of kin,
refusing demands from North Korea to
hand over the body without an autopsy.

A man claiming to be Kim Jong Nam’s
son said he was lying low with his mother
and sister in a video posted online by a
group that said it helped rescue them fol-
lowing the murder a month ago. The gov-
ernments of Netherlands, China, the
United States, and a fourth unnamed
country provided emergency humanitari-
an assistance to protect the family, the
group, called Cheollima Civil Defense, said
in a statement released yesterday along
with the video.

An official at South Korea’s National
Intelligence Service said the man in the
video is Kim Han Sol, Kim’s 21-year-old son.
“I’m currently with my mother and my sis-
ter...,” the man says during the 40-second
video, without disclosing his location. “We
hope this gets better soon.” Reuters could
not independently verify the video. Kim
Han Sol is the son of Kim Jong Nam’s sec-
ond wife, who had been living in the
Chinese territory of Macau with Kim under
Beijing’s protection after the family went
into exile several years ago.

‘Extraction and protection’
South Korean intelligence officers say

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un had
issued standing orders for the elimination
of his elder half-brother. The statement
released on the website of Cheollima Civil
Defense said the organization responded
last month to an emergency request by
Kim Jong Nam’s family members for
“extraction and protection”.

US officials and South Korean intelli-
gence suspect North Korean agents were
behind the assassination of Kim Jong Nam,
who had been living in Macau under
China’s protection. He had spoken out pub-
licly against his family’s dynastic rule of
North Korea. The only people charged for
the murder so far are a Vietnamese woman
and an Indonesian woman, accused of
smearing the victim’s face with VX.

The police are pressing to question up
to three men believed to be hiding in the
North Korean embassy, but said they
would not raid the building. Police have
said that four other North Koreans fled
Malaysia hours after the airport murder.
The only one to have been detained was
released and deported on Friday due to
insufficient evidence. — Reuters   

PM Najib softens line in bid to 
get Malaysians out of N Korea

Philippine foreign secretary 
dumped over US citizenship

KABUL: Afghan policemen leap from a vehicle as they arrive at the site of an explosion. — AFP 

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak, center, prays during the
launching of east coast railway trains event. — AP  

SEHNYANG: This photo taken on March 6, 2017 shows a Chinese visitor posing for photos next
to a wax figure of North Korean leader Kim Jong-Un. — AFP 



operating systems like iOS and Android,” Telegram
stated,  adding:  “ The good news is  that for  the
moment all of this is irrelevant for the majority of
Telegram users. If the CIA is not on your back, you
shouldn’t start worrying just yet.”

The WikiLeaks collection contains a mix of copious
data and empty files marked “secret” that promised
more details to come on attacks against more than 15
security software firms. U.S. cyber security expert
Robert Graham said WikiLeaks provided enough
detail to recognize some known vulnerabilities. “One
anti-virus researcher has told me that a virus they
once suspected came from the Russians or Chinese
can now be attributed to the CIA, as it matches the
description per fectly to something in the leak,”
Graham said in a blog post.

Some security experts said the CIA’s possible use of
tools from other spy agencies raised the risk of false
attribution for targeted cyber attacks by the US intelli-
gence agency. He said CIA cyber spying efforts could

be set back years. The CIA and White House declined
comment. “We do not comment on the authenticity or
content of purported intelligence documents,” CIA
spokesman Jonathan Liu said in a statement.

WikiLeaks said it aims to provoke a political and
legal debate about the CIA’s cyber arsenal. However,
it was holding back, for now, much of the technical
documentation that would allow other hackers and
cyber criminals to exploit the hacks - while putting
vendors on notice to expect further revelations. The
organization said in a statement it is “avoiding the
distribution of ‘armed’ cyber weapons until a consen-
sus emerges on the technical and political nature of
the CIA’s program and how such ‘weapons’ should be
analyzed, disarmed and published”. It described
sophisticated tools for targeting the devices of indi-
vidual users, in contrast to the revelations by former
National  Security  Agenc y contrac tor  Edward
Snowden of mass data collection on millions of web
and phone users worldwide. — Reuters 
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He said amending legislation like the nationality law,
barring convicts from running for public office and
amending the voting system all will impact the political
setup. Harbash warned that if the interior minister does
not end the so-called security checkups on young peo-
ple seeking jobs, he will be questioned.

During the debate, MPs Khalil Abul and Tabtabaei

clashed over criticizing the previous Assembly and
Deputy Speaker Essa Al-Kandari adjourned the session
after he could not establish law and order in the
Assembly chamber. The lawmakers also clashed with
Justice Minister Faleh Al-Azab over the Anti-Corruption
Authority, with MP Riyadh Al-Adasani saying he will pro-
pose that the authority come under the National
Assembly instead of being under the government. The
next session will be held next week.

MPs slam govt, raise juvenile age

Continued from Page 1

That version would apply to mosques in annexed east
Jerusalem as well as Israel, but not to the highly sensitive
Al-Aqsa mosque compound, Islam’s third holiest site,
according to an Israeli official.

An earlier draft limiting volumes throughout the day
had been rejected because it might have silenced the
siren sounded in Jewish areas at sunset on Friday to mark
the start of the Sabbath. However, the stricter measure
was revived by members of the hardline Yisrael Beitenu
party, part of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s coali-
tion, leading to Wednesday’s two votes. It was not imme-
diately clear if that version would apply to Al-Aqsa, locat-
ed in mainly Palestinian east Jerusalem.

One of the sponsors of the less rigid bill, Motti Yogev
of the far-right Jewish Home, said the proposal was “a
social law that aims to enable people to sleep”.

“Loudspeakers have not been here forever, and in recent
decades there are alarm clocks for whoever wants to
wake up for the mosque,” he said. Ahmad Tibi of the pre-
dominantly Arab Joint List alliance of lawmakers called
the measure “a racist act”. “This is an important Muslim
religious ceremony, and (the Knesset) has never inter-
vened in a Jewish religious event,” he said.

Opposition has not only come from Arabs and
Muslims. Israeli President Reuven Rivlin has spoken out
against the move, saying existing noise pollution regula-
tions provide a solution. Government watchdog groups
have called the measure an unnecessary provocation
that threatens freedom of religion. At yesterday’s debate,
Environmental Protection Minister Zeev Elkin said the
new law was necessary since the existing rules set a low
fine that causes police to disregard noise violations. The
new proposed law sets a fine of 10,000 shekels ($2,714)
on transgressors. — AFP 

Israel MPs approve bill quieting azan
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the driving ban as an economic necessity so women
can get to work as many cannot afford to pay drivers.
“Things are changing so fast, little things here and there ...
but there is still a lot of work to do on cultural attitudes and
at the policy level,” said Rashid. “If women are just at home
it’s a cost to the family and to the country so a big part of
this is an economic drive but it is also down to globaliza-
tion (via both travel and social media).”

While the changes are welcomed by many, experts cau-
tioned that optimism should be tempered. Peter Salisbury,

senior research fellow in the Middle East and North Africa
program at think-tank Chatham House, said the changes
and more open discussions were mainly benefiting one
group, the educated elite, many of whom spent time
abroad. But he said the moderately educated, lower mid-
dle class families were the ones feeling the pinch of
women not working. The biggest threat to women’s
progress? Men, he said. “You could get to a situation where
you get a backlash from less well educated, less able men,
who feel entitled to a job and who resort to a claim on
societal tradition and join with the religious establishment
to block women’s progress,” he said. — Reuters 

Saudi women join forces to champion role...

FRANKFURT: Tech companies must rapidly step up
information-sharing to protect users from prying
eyes, a security software executive said yesterday
after WikiLeaks released a trove of data purporting to
show that the CIA can hack all manner of devices.
Dozens of firms rushed to contain the damage from
possible security weak points following the anti-
secrecy organization’s revelations, although some said
they needed far more information on what the US
intelligence agency was up to before they could
thwart suspected but previously hidden attacks.

Sinan Eren, vice president of Czech anti-virus soft-
ware maker Avast, called on mobile software makers
Apple and Google to supply security firms with privi-
leged access to their devices to offer immediate fixes
to known bugs. “We can prevent attacks in real time if
we are given the hooks into the mobile operating sys-
tem,” Eren said in a phone interview from Silicon
Valley, where he is located. “If we can drive a para-
digm shift where mobile platforms don’t shut off
access, we’ll be better able to detect when hackers are
hiding in a mobile (phone)”, he said. 

Avast, which counts more than 400 million users of
its anti-virus software worldwide, was named in the
WikiLeaks documents as one of the security vendors
targeted by the CIA in a leaked page labelled “secret”
but lacking further details. The leaks - which WikiLeaks
described as the biggest in the Central Intelligence
Agency’s history - had enough technical details for
security experts and product vendors to recognize
that widespread compromises exist. However, they
provided few specifics needed to offer quick fixes.

Reuters could not immediately verify the validity of
the published documents, but several contractors and
private cyber security experts said the materials
appeared to be legitimate. The 8,761 leaked docu-
ments list a wealth of security attacks on Apple and
Google Android smartphones carried by billions of

consumers, as well as top computer operating sys-
tems - Windows, Linux and Apple Mac - and six of the
world’s main web browsers.

Apple said in a statement that nearly 80 percent of
iPhone users run its current iOS software with the lat-
est security patches. “Many of the issues leaked today
were already patched in the latest iOS; we will contin-
ue work to rapidly address any identified vulnerabili-
ties,” Apple said on Tuesday. The statement made no
reference to attacks on its computer software. Google
declined to comment, while a Microsoft spokes-
woman said: “We’re aware of the report and are look-
ing into it.”

Widely-used routers from Silicon Valley-based Cisco
were listed as targets, as were those supplied by
Chinese vendors Huawei and ZTE and Taiwanese sup-
pl ier  Zyxel  for  their  devices used in China and
Pakistan. Cisco security team members said in a blog
post that because WikiLeaks has not released any of
the actual hacking exploits, “the scope of action that
can be taken by Cisco is limited”.

Omar Santos, a principal engineer in Cisco’s securi-
ty response unit, said malware appears to be target-
ing whole families of Cisco devices but is designed to
remain hidden so as to steal data unnoticed. He said
Cisco assumes WikiLeaks will eventually disclose the
hacks, allowing it to fix them. Huawei declined to
comment. ZTE and Zyxel were not immediately avail-
able to respond.

Stay of Execution
Messaging apps protected by full software encryp-

tion also appear to be vulnerable to hacking of the
smar tphones themselves,  communications app
provider Telegram said in a blog post. But one positive
outcome may be that device and software makers will
be able to close up these holes, it said. “This is not an
app issue. It is relevant on the level of devices and

Tech sector scrambles after CIA hacking 



Dealing with a notorious murder by detonating a huge
diplomatic row, and firing missiles as a practice assault
on US bases in Japan - North Korea’s recent actions

demonstrate its willingness to escalate tensions whatever the
consequences, say analysts. Pyongyang on Tuesday banned
all Malaysian citizens from leaving North Korea, its latest move
in an increasingly heated feud over the assassination of leader
Kim Jong-Un’s half-brother in Kuala Lumpur.

Malaysian police are investigating the death of Kim Jong-
Nam, who was killed last month by two women using VX
nerve agent, but all fingers have pointed to Pyongyang as
the culprit behind the murder. The North has denied any
involvement, denouncing the Malaysian probe as a “smear
campaign” to tarnish the country, before the two engaged in
tit-for-tat expulsions of their ambassadors. Daniel Pinkston,
an analyst at Troy University in Seoul, said the North’s bel-
ligerent response followed its textbook method of using
force to handle political disputes. “There is a famous quote in
their literature: if someone brings a pistol, bring a cannon.
That’s how they operate,” he said.

The travel ban on Malaysians came on the same day that
Pyongyang described the launch of four missiles - three of
which came down in waters that are part of Japan’s exclu-
sive economic zone - as a practice drill for a strike on US mil-
itary bases in the country. The direct challenge to
Washington comes with a new, famously unpredictable
president in the White House who is still formulating his
approach to North Korea.

On the campaign trail, Donald Trump at times implied
that negotiations could be an option, but in phone calls
Tuesday reaffirmed Washington’s “ironclad commitment” to
allies Japan and South Korea and warned of “very dire conse-
quences” for Pyongyang. “It would seem common sense to
behave well before Trump sets his policy, but North Korea is
just going its own way regardless of the consequences,” said
Koh Yu-Hwan, a professor of North Korea studies at Dongguk
University. “Trump talks of achieving peace through strength
and the North seems to be applying the same logic, although
it can’t compete in terms of strength,” Koh added.

‘Dire consequences’ 
Being blamed for Kim’s killing - Malaysian authorities are

still seeking to question seven North Koreans over it - could
mean tougher international sanctions, including being put
back on Washington’s list of state sponsors of terrorism.
Analysts say the feud with Kuala Lumpur is a calculated move
before Malaysia announces the final results of its probe. “This
is obviously destroying bilateral relations with Malaysia but I
think at the end of the day, that falls fairly low on North
Korea’s list of priorities,” said John Delury, a professor of inter-
national relations at Yonsei University. 

In any case, he added: “Once Malaysia comes to a conclu-
sion and they deny it, they are at loggerheads and having a
public fight about it.” The quadruple missile launch came
shortly after South Korea and the US started annual joint
exercises that always infuriate Pyongyang, which sees them

as practice for invasion and regularly mounts protest actions
- with seven missile launches last year.

But the explicit targeting of Japan - only the second time
a North Korean missile has landed in its EEZ - represented an
escalation. It drew strong global condemnation with the UN
Security Council scrambling to discuss additional measures
against the North. Kim Kwang-Jin, a researcher at the
Institute for National Security Strategy, said: “It’s probably all
based on a calculation that they can’t hope for any conces-
sion or change from the Trump administration. “Compared to
his father Kim Jong-Il, Kim Jong-Un is much more aggressive

in dealing with a new US administration. It’s under tougher
sanctions but ignoring all of them.”

But some analysts warn the North’s strategy could go hor-
ribly wrong. Trump could take a much more “hardline” stance
than the Obama administration, potentially reintroducing
nuclear weapons to the South, said Choi Kang, an analyst at
the Seoul-based Asan Institute for Policy Studies. “Obama
couldn’t openly talk about bringing in tactical nuclear
weapons because of his pledge for a nuclear-free world but
Trump will be uncompromising,” he told AFP. “After all, he
called Obama’s ‘strategic patience’ a failed policy.” — AFP 

Faced with a growing test of resolve for a new US
president who vowed while campaigning to get
tough on North Korea, Donald Trump’s aides are

pressing to complete a strategy review on how to count-
er Pyongyang’s missile and nuclear threats. Pyongyang’s
latest missile launches and the assassination in Malaysia
of North Korean leader Kim Jong Un’s estranged half-
brother have added urgency, driving home the need for
Washington to confront the security challenge.

All options are on the table, ranging from tighter
sanctions aimed at pushing North Korea back into disar-
mament talks, to a return of US nuclear weapons to
South Korea, and even pre-emptive air strikes on North
Korean missile installations, senior US administration
officials said. They added a consensus was forming
around relying for now on increased economic and
diplomatic pressure - especially by pressing China to do
more to rein in North Korea - while deploying advanced
anti-missile defenses in South Korea and possibly in
Japan, as well.

Among the other possibilities, one US official said,
was returning North Korea to the US list of countries that
support terrorism. That would be a response to the sus-
pected use of nerve gas to kill  Kim’s brother at a
Malaysian airport last month. I t would subject
Pyongyang - already heavily sanctioned by the United
Nations and individual states, so far to little effect - to
additional financial sanctions that were removed when it
was taken off the list in 2008.

For now, US officials consider pre-emptive military
action far too risky, given the danger of igniting a region-
al war and causing massive casualties in Japan and
South Korea and among tens of thousands of US troops
based in both allied countries. Such ideas could gain
traction, however, if North Korea proceeds with a threat-

ened test of an intercontinental ballistic missile capable
of hitting the United States. Just before he took office in
January, Trump tweeted: “It won’t happen!” when Kim
said North Korea was close to testing an ICBM. Trump
also could opt for escalating cyber attacks and other
covert actions aimed at undermining the North Korean
leadership, a US government source said.

Review Could be Completed this Month
The review is expected to be completed by the end of

the month, officials said. Decisions could be held up,
however, by the slow pace at which Trump has been fill-
ing national security jobs. Trump is known to have little
patience for detailed foreign policy discussions, but offi-
cials said he seemed to have heeded a warning from his
White House predecessor, Barack Obama, that North
Korea would be the most urgent international issue he
would face - so much so that he requested intelligence
briefings on the issue.

While officials have stressed the need to persuade
China to do more to pressure North Korea, Trump’s first
concrete response to North Korea’s missile tests has been
to start installing an advanced anti-missile defense sys-
tem in South Korea, which has incensed Beijing.
Diplomats said the move might reassure US allies but
could backfire by antagonizing China, which regards the
system as a threat, and make it less willing to step up
sanctions on its neighbor. 

“You have to adjust and calibrate all the options
based on the facts on the ground,” said an administration
official, who added that media reports highlighting mili-
tary options were overblown. “The ability to have sanc-
tions that pack some punch and are more dynamic than
we have had in the past is going to be dependent to
some extent on Chinese cooperation,” he said. — Reuters 

As Britain hands the European Union its formal notice
to quit this month, Brussels is resigned to losing part
of the EU’s western flank but is increasingly stressed

that upset in the east is pulling the survivors further apart.
Poland, the biggest of the ex-communist eastern states to
join after the Cold War, has picked a fight over the fairly
minor matter of who chairs EU summits. Symptomatic of a
mounting east-west friction, the spat will overshadow a
meeting this week that was meant to forge post-Brexit unity.

Brexit has not created that friction but made it worse, as
leaders struggle to quell popular disaffection with the EU
that is by no means confined to Britain. Westerners are talk-
ing up faster integration, even if that means leaving nation-
alistic easterners behind in a “multispeed Europe”. When
Chancellor Angela Merkel, raised in East Germany and a key
defender of eastern allies, joined her French, Italian and
Spanish peers at Versailles on Monday to ram home a mes-
sage that unless some states press ahead the EU will stall
and break, Polish ruling party leader Jaroslaw Kaczynski hit
right back.

“The decisions made in ... Versailles ... aim to reinforce
the process of European Union disintegration which has
started with Brexit,” he said on Tuesday.  Kaczynski will not
be in Brussels for Thursday’s summit but his prime minister,
Beata Szydlo, will give voice to his refusal to endorse the
reappointment of her centrist predecessor Donald Tusk as
European Council president. Tusk and the right-wing
Kaczynski are old and bitter rivals in Polish politics.

Brexit Hole
Brexit deprives the easterners, unwilling to see diktat

from Brussels or Berlin replace rule from Moscow, of their
strongest ally against EU centralization and euro zone dom-
ination. It also leaves a big hole in the EU budget for paying
the subsidies that fund a large slice of public spending in
the east — cash that has kept voters there sold on EU mem-
bership and which Brussels fears London may now use to
court eastern favor and divide the EU to extract better
Brexit terms.

On Friday, leaders will work on plans for a March 25 sum-
mit in Rome where they hope to use 60th anniversary cele-
brations of the bloc’s founding treaty to pledge a new unity
after Brexit. Yet the road to Rome has been marked with
division over the push by founding powers and the EU
executive led by Jean-Claude Juncker for more differentiat-
ed EU integration. “The key message of Rome must be the
unity of the 27,” said a senior EU official involved in looking
for compromises to ease the friction. “The political context
of Brexit should not be a multispeed Europe. That would be
completely out of tune.”

Neither side is pushing for a split and all insist they must
pull together against challenges from Russia and uncertain-
ty about US support under President Donald Trump. For
that reason, officials say, the words to come out of the
Brussels and Rome summits will stress unity and soft-pedal
the differences.

Friction Growing
But east-west friction has heated up in the past two

years. There are rows over eastern reluctance to take in
Syrian refugees and Kaczynski’s new policies that Brussels
calls undemocratic. New border controls to curb migrants

inside the passport-free Schengen zone have fueled eastern
fears of losing travel freedoms cherished since the fall of the
Berlin Wall.

And there is a brewing crisis over what eastern leaders
see as hypocritical protectionism inside the EU single mar-
ket by western governments trying to impose their own
national minimum wages on enterprising - and cheap -
eastern “posted workers”, who offer services like trucking
and construction in the west. Last week Poland and its allies
demanded Brussels crack down on the “double standards”
of firms that offer lower quality versions of western food
brands in eastern markets.

It is not just outspoken Poland and Hungary who fret at
fragmentation. The worry runs from the Baltic to the Black
Sea.  Eastern diplomats fear a new gap could open up along
the old Iron Curtain that may never close, especially if the
rich states play up to voters and refuse to fill the EU’s Brexit
budget gap. Prime Minister Robert Fico told Slovakia’s par-
liament on Wednesday he was sceptical of the Union’s
future once Britain leaves in 2019. “I’m afraid the EU will be
divided by the money issue after 2020...In the spirit of
Trump’s ‘America first’, we can expect to hear ‘Germany first’,
‘France first’ etc.”

Noting that current EU arrangements already allow for
states to deepen their cooperation - the euro is just one of
many examples - a senior diplomat from an eastern member
state said he was suspicious of assurances from Merkel and
others that any new moves would always be open to any
member state to join. “The only new thing they can mean is
that this has changed,” he said. “They are saying ‘No, you are
not welcome any more’. “This is very dangerous.” — Reuters 
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Turkey uses row to 
stir up nationalism 

EU tries to contain schism as Brexit bites

N Korea goes ‘my way’ with twin rows

Turkish politicians are using a spate of can-
celled rallies in Germany to stir up nationalist
feeling ahead of next month’s referendum

on boosting President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s
powers, analysts say. Since last week, German and
Turkish politicians have traded barbs over the ban-
ning of events by Turkish officials visiting Germany
in a bid to boost support ahead of the April 16
vote on whether to create an executive presidency
in Turkey.

Although Berlin has insisted the rallies were can-
celled by local authorities for logistical reasons,
Turkish officials have hit back repeatedly, with
Erdogan even comparing such actions to “Nazi
practices”. In an attempt to maintain its relations
with Ankara - a crucial partner to halt the influx of
refugees and migrants into Europe - Germany has
refrained from further exacerbating the tensions,
urging Turkey to “keep a cool head”.

But the spat has provided fodder for those work-
ing for a ‘Yes’ vote in the April referendum. “This ten-
sion serves Erdogan’s referendum campaign,” said
Ahmet Insel, a political scientist and academic. “They
have difficulty finding themes to fill their campaign
and have difficulty mobilising the ‘Yes’ camp,” he
said. According to Insel, the move to prevent such
rallies in Germany and elsewhere in Europe has
allowed Erdogan to resort to “the discourse of vic-
tims and (to) fuel anti-European resentment”.

The academic said that 300,000 to 400,000 ‘Yes’
votes from Turks abroad could represent a differ-
ence of one percentage point in the referendum,
“especially if participation was lower in Turkey”. In
the 2015 elections, the ruling Justice and
Development Party (AKP) which Erdogan co-found-
ed, won the backing of 60 percent of Turks living in
Germany. Back home, it secured just under 50 per-
cent of the vote. 

A valuable target 
Erdogan’s AKP is running the ‘Yes’ campaign, say-

ing the changes would bring political stability and
avoid the potential confusion from a two-headed
system with both a president and prime minister.
While the outcome of the referendum seems uncer-
tain, the government is trying to “seize every
opportunity to gain a political advantage,” said
Sinan Ulgen, head of the Istanbul-based Centre for
Economics and Foreign Policy (EDAM). Turkish lead-
ers attach an importance to these rallies, Ulgen
said, not only because of the influence on Turkish
voters in Germany but also because, through the
media coverage, they “can possibly influence the
nationalist vote in Turkey”.

Germany is home to the largest Turkish diaspora
outside of Turkey with 1.4 million people who are
eligible to vote in the referendum. Although the
community only represents about 2.6 percent of
Turkey’s 54 million eligible voters, it represents an
attractive target for campaigners. But Erdogan’s lat-
est diatribes recalling Germany’s Nazi past may have
been a broadside too far, Ulgen said. “It is not certain
that the (Turkish) population, and especially the
economic circles - since Germany is a major trading
partner for Turkey - is inclined to support rhetoric as
fierce as the comparison with the Nazi regime.”

‘Isolating itself... again’ 
Jean Marcou, a Turkey expert at Sciences Po in

the French city of Grenoble, said the referendum’s
outcome could be tighter than expected. He said
Erdogan’s strategy of “defiance” could cause con-
cern among some parts of the electorate “because
Turkey is,  again, isolating itself  completely ”.
“Erdogan enjoys the dispute with Germany. He
seeks external enemies useful in domestic politics
to win his referendum,” Omid Nouripour, an MP and
foreign policy spokesman for the German Green
party, told Germany’s Bild daily.

Turkey has also been sharply criticized by other
European countries including Austria and the
Netherlands for seeking to campaign abroad.
Despite the furore, two Turkish ministers have visit-
ed Germany in recent days in defiance of European
opposition and the prevention of meetings in
which they were to have taken part. “The govern-
ment could ban the arrival of Turkish politicians,
but would that be smart to give Turkey the role of
martyr and to give Erdogan the voices missing for
this referendum?” asked Julia Kloeckner, vice presi-
dent of the Christian Democrats (CDU), Chancellor
Angela Merkel’s party. “I doubt it,” she said. — AFP 

Focus

Trump pushes ahead 
with N Korea review



BARCELONA: Flying Finn Valtteri Bottas left the competition trailing in his wake
when setting the fastest time yet in 2017 pre-season testing yesterday morning
in Barcelona. Bottas bettered his previous best time from last week by nearly
four tenths of a second in 1min 19.310 as defending champi-
ons Mercedes had meanwhile reasserted their dominance
at the top of the timesheets. Felipe Massa was surpris-
ingly fastest for Williams on Tuesday, and the Brazilian
posted another promising time just over a tenth of a
second slower than Bottas in second fastest. Ferrari’s
Kimi Raikkonen was nearly a second back in third, but
on slower soft tyres compared to the supersoft and
ultrasoft compounds used by Bottas and Massa
respectively. In a familiar tale of the first six days of test-
ing, 2005 and 2006 world champion Fernando Alonso
endured another frustrating day in the beleaguered
McLaren MCL32. The Spaniard lagged last among
the 10 drivers on the track after posting
just 27 laps in a series of truncated
outings. — AFP
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LONDON: Former Liverpool, Real Madrid and England striker
Michael Owen is to try his hand at horse racing in a charity
race taking place in November this year. Owen, who won the
2001 Ballon d’Or, has long shown a keen interest in horse
racing and has built up a five-star training establishment
near his home in Cheshire, northwest England. He only rode
a horse for the first time earlier this year, but plans to race in
an event at Ascot organised by The Prince’s Countryside
Fund on November 24. “It has been a long-term ambition of
mine to learn how to ride and race, but as a professional
footballer it was not possible,” Owen, 37, said in a press
release issued yesterday. “Now I have set myself the target of
competing in The Prince’s Countryside Fund Charity Race on
Friday 24th November 2017 at Ascot.  “It’s a brilliant cause
and I can’t wait to get started; it is going to take a lot of hard
work over the next few months, but I am really looking for-
ward to it.” Owen made 89 appearances for England, scoring
40 goals, and also played for Newcastle United, Manchester
United and Stoke City. —AFP

Owen saddles up for 
Ascot charity race

BANGALORE: Ravindra Jadeja joined his fellow Indian
spinner Ravichandran Ashwin at the top of the world
rankings yesterday after his seven wickets in India’s
series-levelling second-Test win over Australia. Ashwin
had been out on his own as the number one Test
bowler, but Jadeja’s peformance has put the pair on

the same level of points, the International Cricket
Council said. Left-arm spinner Jadeja returned with fig-

ures of 6-63 in Australia’s first innings to help spark
India’s comeback during their 75-run win in Bangalore on

Tuesday. Off-spinner Ashwin also played a match-winning
role by taking six wickets in the Australian second

innings as India squared the four-match series.
Despite the disappointment of losing the second

Test, Australian skipper Steve Smith remains at
the top of the batting rankings while his oppo-
site number Virat Kohli has slipped one place to

third, behind England’s Joe Root. —AFP

Jadeja joins Ashwin 
at top of rankings

Bottas streaks clear 
as testing times drop

BOXING KUWAIT: Zain Group’s Vice Chairman, Bader
Nasser Al-Kharafi, honored Kuwaiti Jet Ski
champion Yousef Al-Abdulrazzaq, who was
recently registered in the Guinness World
Records for achieving the World
Championship title three times. 

The achievement, the first of its kind for
any Jet Ski racer, was listed under the State of
Kuwait ’s name. Zain has been Yousef Al-
Abdulrazzaq’s main sponsor over the past 10
years. The Union International Motonautique
(UIM), the world’s governing body for all
Power boating activities, officially declared Al
-Abdulrazzaq a Guinness World Record holder
by attaining the International Jet Sports
Boating Association’s (IJSBA) World
Championship title three times. The Kuwaiti

champion proudly attained the three titles
during 2013, 2015, and 2016. 

Al-Kharafi, expressed his admiration in this
national achievement that adds to Kuwait’s
international accolades: “We are extremely
proud of supporting Kuwaiti champions in
international arenas; what Yousef Al-
Abdulrazzaq achieved is a pride for all the
people of Kuwait”. 

Al-Kharafi added: “Zain considers the sup-
port of Kuwaiti sports and athletes a priority
within our corporate sustainability strategies.
Our support to Kuwaiti champion Yousef Al-
Abdulrazzaq during the past 10 years has
proven to be fruitful, resulting in this historic
achievement”. 

Zain’s role not only concentrates on eco-

nomic and business activities, but also
extends to contribute significantly in various
areas within the Kuwaiti society, including
sports.  The company has endless confidence
in the competencies of Kuwaiti athletes and
their capabilities in excelling in different
fields, on both regional and international lev-
els.  It is worth noting that Al-Abdulrazzaq
represented Kuwait throughout the past years
in several local and international competi-
tions, winning a number of prominent titles,
which encouraged Zain to continue support-
ing him. Most recently, Al-Abdulrazzaq com-
peted against professionals from across the
globe, and achieved the first place titles in
Runabout GP1 and Ski Ladies categories in
late 2016. 

Zain Groupís Vice Chairman Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi honors Kuwaiti jet ski champion Yousef Al-Abdulrazzaq. 

Bader Al Kharafi honors Jet Ski champion Yousef 
Al Abdulrazzaq for Guinness World Records feat

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Annual tournament of the
late Sheikh Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-
Sabah will  be launched today
(Thursday) in the Olympic skeet, trap
and double trap events for men,
women and juniors.

President of Kuwait and Arab
Shooting Federations Eng Duaij Al-
Otaibi said Kuwait Shooting Sport
Club is proud organizing the tourna-
ment each year because it carries
memories of one of Kuwait’s sincere
men, who has given so much and con-

tributed to Kuwait’s advancement.
He said the late Sheikh Abdallah Al-

Mubarak Al-Sabah was an outstand-
ing leader, who had Kuwait’s interest
in front of him and put it above all.
Adding, he was keen on Kuwait ’s
security, and that KSSC remembers
this personality and takes his exam-
ple in life. Al-Otaibi concluded his
statement by thanking the family of
the late Sheikh Abdallah Al-Mubarak
Al-Sabah on behalf  of  the board
members for their support of the
sport’s community. The closing cere-
mony will be held Saturday March 11,
at the club at 5:00 pm.

Late Sheikh Abdallah 
Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah

Duaij Al-Otaibi

Late Sheikh Abdullah
Al-Mubarak shooting
tourney begins today

LONDON: Whistleblowers are “desperately”
needed in the war on doping in sport, the
World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) chief said
yesterday, calling for police to protect them
from those intent on revenge.

WADA and the International Olympic
Committee (IOC) are under pressure to stamp
down on drug cheats with Russia in particular
in the spotlight for what WADA calls state-
sponsored doping across multiple sports over
several years. WADA Director General Olivier
Niggli said whistleblowers such as the Russian
athlete Yuliya Stepanova and her husband
Vitaly-who fled to the United States because
of fear of reprisals-were invaluable sources of
information to help bust the drug cheats.

But he said others contemplating following
their lead needed to know they would be
safe. “Anti-doping agencies can only do so
much in the fight against doping,” the Swiss
lawyer Niggli, who replaced the long-serving
David Howman in July last year, told journal-
ists after appearing on a panel at the Tackling
Doping in Sports conference in London.

“We desperately need whistleblowers. But
to encourage their cooperation and so on we
can only do so much. 

“We need law enforcement on our side to
help provide protection to the whistleblowers
and they are the only ones who can do it.”
Niggli said that helping expose the drug
cheats came with personal risks for those who
go public. “I would think in most cases before
a whistleblower becomes exposed you would
have secured necessary protection with rele-
vant law enforcement in the particular juris-
diction,” he said. “That should be the right
process going forward.” The Stepanovs are the
most high-profile to come forward, playing a

major part in blowing open doping across
Russian sports. Vitaly, who worked for the dis-
credited Russian Anti-Doping Agency (RUSA-
DA), and his runner wife fled Russia fearing for
their safety following their revelations in 2014
about widespread doping in the country.

Russian President Vladimir Putin referred to
her as “Judas” but the Russian track and field
team was barred from last year’s Rio Olympics
and there was a total ban on Russians at the
Paralympics.

“The Stepanovs was the first case of its
kind and was done differently in that it was
exposed by the media first,” said Niggli, warn-
ing those contemplating following their

example should avoid going to the press with
their revelations as it blows their cover
instantly and puts them in danger. “The recent
Russian whistleblower decided to do it on TV,”
said Niggli, referring to the runner Andrey
Dmitriev, who spoke to German media. 

“It was his call and we were not interfering
with that. We will take the information but
after that he is not of any use as no one is talk-
ing to him anymore in Russia.

“Once he is out there it is unlikely he will
get anymore information. “We would certainly
not encourage them going public until every-
thing is secured because once they are out
there it is far harder to protect them.” —AFP

LOS ANGELES: A potentially money-spin-
ning bout between Philippine boxing icon
Manny Pacquiao and Britain’s Amir Khan
has collapsed, The Los Angeles Times
reported on Tuesday.

Pacquiao’s long-time promoter Bob
Arum told the newspaper that the pro-
posed $38 million fight staged by the
United Arab Emirates in April had proven to
be “pie in the sky.”

“When they contacted me, I told them it
was pie in the sky, that this is crazy, it’s not
going to happen,” Arum said.  “Manny
wanted to roll the dice. He rolled the dice
and it came up snake eyes. If something is
too good to be true, it’s too good to be
true.” Arum still held out the possibility of a
fight between Pacquiao and Khan later this
year, for “realistic numbers”, stating that the
suggested purse for the UAE fight had nev-
er been likely.

In the meantime, welterweight champi-
on Pacquiao was likely to revert to an origi-
nal plan to fight Australia’s Jeff Horn at a
venue to be determined, the Times report-
ed. Both Pacquiao and Khan had
announced their fight within minutes of
each other on Twitter last month.

“My team and I have agreed terms with
Manny Pacquiao and his team for a super
fight #pacquiaokhan #April23rd”,” Khan
tweeted on February 26. Khan, 30, has not
fought since being knocked out by
Mexico’s Canelo Alvarez last May.

Pacquiao, 38, announced a brief retire-
ment last year but made a successful come-
back against Jessie Vargas in Las Vegas in
November, saying he still felt like a young-
ster. Pacquiao had said he was retiring to
focus on his new role as Philippine senator,
after winning elections last year on the
back of his sporting fame.

Meanwhile, New Zealand’s Joseph
Parker will  defend his World Boxing
Organisation ( WBO) heavyweight title
against Britain’s Hughie Fury in Auckland
on May 6, his promoters said yesterday.

It will be Parker’s first defence of the belt
he won in December after it was vacated
by Tyson Fury, Hughie’s cousin.

“Joseph loves fighting at home in front
of his Kiwi fans so we really wanted to give
him that opportunity against a truly dan-
gerous, gifted young opponent in Hughie
Fury,” Parker’s Duco Events promoter David
Higgins said. Both young fighters are unde-
feated, with 25-year-old Parker boasting a
22-0 record, 18 by knockout, and Fury, 22,
at 20-0, with 10 knockouts.

Most interest in the fight will be on who
the winner meets next, with potential unifi-
cation bouts looming involving Britain’s IBF
champion Anthony Joshua or American
WBC title holder Deontay Wilder.

Higgins confirmed Duco had already
been in discussions with representatives for
Wilder and Joshua-who fights ex-champ
Wladimir Klitschko in London next month-
although he insisted Parker’s main focus
was Hughie Fury.

Further complicating the heavyweight
scene, Tyson Fury this week hinted he would
return against an unknown opponent on
May 13. Duco said Tyson-who surrendered
his belts in October after admitting taking
cocaine to combat depression-was expect-
ed to join his cousin’s entourage in
Auckland. In a promotional video released
by Duco to coincide with the Parker fight
announcement, Hughie Fury spoke of creat-
ing a heavyweight dynasty with his cousin.
“I’ll win this title, then Tyson can come back
and we can both rule the heavyweight divi-
sion together,” he said. —AFP

Doping whistleblowers need 
police protection: WADA

LONDON: This file photo taken on June 20, 2016 shows Olivier Niggli, Chief Operating Officer
and General Counsel speaking at the 2016 World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) media sympo-
sium at Lord’s cricket ground in London. More whistleblowers like Yuliya Stepanova are des-
perately needed in the ongoing war on doping in sport said Olivier Niggli the director general
of the World Anti Doping Agency (WADA) yesterday. — AFP Manny Pacquiao (left) and Britain’s Amir Khan.

Pacquiao-Khan fight off
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BASKETBALL

BADMINTON

DALLAS: Dirk Nowitzki #41 of the Dallas Mavericks makes a free throw shot against the Los Angeles Lakers at American Airlines Center on Tuesday in Dallas, Texas. — AFP

LOS ANGELES: Russell Westbrook exploded
for the highest-scoring game of his career
with 58 points, but it was not enough to
stop the Oklahoma City Thunder from falling
to a pulsating defeat against Portland on
Tuesday. The Trail Blazers squeezed home
with a 126-121 victory in a thrilling battle at
the Chesapeake Energy Arena that
Westbrook appeared to be attempting to
win single-handedly.

Ultimately, however, his virtuoso display

came up short against the multi-faceted
Blazers, who finished with seven players in
double figures. Allen Crabbe led the scoring
for the visitors with 23 points while Damian
Lillard finished with 22 points. C.J. McCollum
scored 21 points.

Westbrook meanwhile made 21 of 39
shots but could not add to his remarkable
season tally of triple doubles. Tellingly,
Westbrook was the only Thunder starting
player to make an assist. Only two other

Thunder players made double figures-Victor
Oladipo with 16 points and Enes Kanter with
11 points-as Oklahoma City slid to its fourth-
straight defeat. Blazers power forward
Meyers Leonard said Portland had suspect-
ed they would be able to exploit Oklahoma
City’s reliance on Westbrook.

“Russ is incredible, no doubt about it,” he
said. “Extremely talented, able to make plays
for others. Able to score the ball obviously,
rebound, defend, everything.” “But with that
being said, it sometimes becomes a one-
man show,” he added.  “Now he is capable of
that. But I think it’s to our credit, top to bot-
tom we had a lot of guys contribute. We
were sharing the ball, we believed in what
we were doing, we believed in each other.
This was a very big win for us.”

DALLAS 122, LA LAKERS 111  
Dirk Nowitzki scored the 20 points he

needed for 30,000 in his career in barely
more than a quarter, and the Dallas
Mavericks celebrated with their second
straight easy home win over the Los Angeles
Lakers, a 122-111 victory Tuesday night. The
7-foot German became the sixth NBA player
and the first international one to reach the
milestone, joining four Hall of Famers and a
future one in Kobe Bryant. Nowitzki is one of
three to score all 30,000-plus with one team.
The others are Karl Malone (Utah) and
Bryant (Lakers).  The 38-year-old Nowitzki
matched the best first quarter in his 19 sea-

sons by scoring 18 points, and reached the
hallowed mark on a 15-foot fadeaway
jumper from the baseline over Larry Nance
Jr. with 10:58 remaining in the second quar-
ter. Nowitzki scored all of his 25 points - one
shy of his season high - in the first half to
send the Mavericks to a 31-point lead in the
third quarter. This was the Lakers’ first visit to
Dallas since setting a franchise record with a
49-point loss, a 122-73 blowout on Jan. 22.
Dallas extended a franchise record with its
14th straight win over the Lakers, who got a
triple-double from Julius Randle with 13
points, 18 rebounds and 10 assists in their
eighth straight loss.

WIZARDS 131, SUNS 127
Bojan Bogdanovic scored 29 points, set-

ting a franchise record for free throws made
by going 16 of 16, and Washington opened
a five-game western trip with a victory over
pesky Phoenix. Bradley Beal had 27 points
and John Wall added 25 points and 14
assists in a victory that ended the Suns’
three-game winning streak, their longest
since November 2015.

Eric Bledsoe scored 30 points for the
Suns, who erased a 22-point, first-half
deficit, were tied at 110 with 5:16 to play
and challenged the Wizards in the final two
minutes before Wall finally clinched it with
two free throws with 6.5 seconds to play.
Devin Booker scored 25 for the Suns, nine in
the final 21 seconds. —Agencies

Westbrook hits 58 in vain Blazers thwart Thunder

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB
Boston 40 24 .625 -
Toronto 37 26 .587 2.5
NY Knicks 26 38 .406 14
Philadelphia 23 40 .365 16.5
Brooklyn 11 51 .177 28

Central Division
Cleveland 42 20 .677 -
Indiana 32 31 .508 10.5
Detroit 31 32 .492 11.5
Chicago 31 32 .492 11.5
Milwaukee 29 33 .468 13

Southeast Division
Washington 38 24 .613 -
Atlanta 34 29 .540 4.5
Miami 30 34 .469 9
Charlotte 28 35 .444 10.5
Orlando 23 41 .359 16

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Utah 40 24 .625 -
Oklahoma City 35 29 .547 5
Denver 29 34 .460 10.5
Portland 27 35 .435 12
Minnesota 25 37 .403 14

Pacific Division
Golden State 52 11 .825 -
LA Clippers 38 25 .603 14
Sacramento 25 38 .397 27
Phoenix 21 43 .328 31.5
LA Lakers 19 45 .297 33.5

Southwest Division
San Antonio 49 13 .790 -
Houston 44 20 .688 6
Memphis 36 28 .563 14
Dallas 27 36 .429 22.5
New Orleans 25 39 .391 25

NBA Results/Standings
Dallas 122, LA Lakers 111; Portland 126, Oklahoma City 121.

OKLAHOMA CITY: Oklahoma City Thunder guard Russell
Westbrook (0) shoots over Portland Trail Blazers for-
ward Al-Farouq Aminu, left, in the second quarter of an
NBA basketball game in Oklahoma City, Tuesday. —AP

BIRMINGHAM: World number one Tai
Tzu Ying overcame an early wobble to
reach the second round of the All-
England Open in Birmingham yesterday.
The World Super Series champion from
Taiwan came from 16-18 down in the
first game against Nitchaon Jindapol to
record a professional 21-16, 21-14 victo-
ry over the world number 16 from
Thailand. Tai has yet to win a title in
European conditions, though she won
notable events in Indonesia, Taiwan,
Hong Kong and Dubai last year, but the
way she adapted to cooler, slightly drifty
conditions augured well.

“I made a few mistakes,” Tai acknowl-
edged. “But I tried to get more control. I
improved and I want to improve some
more.” Her disguise and creativity also
began to blossom in the second game,
in which she moved rapidly to leads of
11-4 and 14-7.

She eventually finished in a more
relaxed vein, perhaps giving her more
confidence ahead of a second-round
collision with Minatsu Mitani, the world
number 28 from Japan.

Although Tai appears to be altering
and enhancing her ability to perform
well in unfamiliar conditions, she is not
changing her attitude to what many
regard as her greatest achievement. Tai
has said the number-one ranking does
not mean much to her, but might mean
a lot to her family. Asked if that really
represented her feelings, Tai replied:
“Maybe not so much to them either, but
perhaps to the people of Chinese
Taipei.” Almost simultaneously the new
young hope from China, He Bingjiao,
joined her in the second round, where
she could meet the Olympic champion
Carolina Marin.

He had to save two game points in

the second game of a 21-12, 22-20 suc-
cess against Kim Hyo Min, the South
Korean world number 48, but showed
herself as a potential high-level danger
with her angular left-handed attacks.
Another Chinese player, Tian Houwei,
the seventh men’s singles seed, dealt
capably with a dangerous first-round
win against Tommy Sugiarto, the Asian
champion from Indonesia.

Tian produced a consistently athletic
game of containment against Sugiarto’s
ambitious attacks and recovered from a
14-18 first-game deficit to win 21-19,
21-18.Earlier it took a mere five points
for the first seeded player to depart. Son
Wan Ho, the fourth men’s singles seed
from South Korea, retired with an
unspecified injury after only a handful
of rallies against Sony Dwi Kuncoro, the
former world silver medallist from
Indonesia. — AFP

Tai Tzu Ying

Tai Ying digs deep in 
All-England opener

DALLAS: Dallas Mavericks forward
Dirk Nowitzki joined an elite club by
surpassing the 30,000 point mark in

Tuesday ’s match against the Los
Angeles Lakers, becoming just the
sixth player in NBA history to reach

the milestone. The German sharp-
shooter earned his 30,000th point on
a step back jumper early in the sec-
ond quarter, then went past the mark
on a three-pointer that sent the Dallas
American Airlines Center crowd into a
frenzy with 9:54 left in the first half.

“Sort of surreal, 30,000 is amazing,”
Nowitzki told reporters. “It’s a lot of
points, obviously. Every milestone
makes you reflect a little bit.

“It makes you reflect on the people
that have helped you and been with
you all of this way.”

Nowitzki had entered the night 20
points shy of the feat and exploded
early to treat the fans who had
cheered him during a video tribute.

Mavericks team mates, along with
owner Mark Cuban, mobbed Nowitzki
during a timeout and the 13-time NBA
All Star acknowledged the crowd as
his accomplishment was announced
over the public address system. “Just
an amazing experience,” the 19-year
veteran said.

“After every basket I made, I felt a
buzz in the crowd.” Nowitzki joined
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Karl Malone,
Kobe Bryant, Michael Jordan and Wilt
Chamberlain as the only players to
have accumulated 30,000 points.

His big night elicited reactions
from around the league.

“I gotta congratulate Dirk Nowitzki
on putting up 30,000 points. I ’m
watching the game right now.
Congratulations,” LeBron James said
on a video tweeted by Uninterrupted.

“There’s no way I was missing this
moment. Hopefully I can join you at
some point, big fella. Salute.” NBA
Commissioner Adam Silver also
offered his congratulations.

“Throughout his 19 seasons with
the Mavericks, Dirk has been a model
player and terrific ambassador for our
game,” he said in a statement.  “This
latest accomplishment further estab-
lishes his legacy as one of the NBA’s
greatest players.” — Reuters

Nowitzki passes 30,000 point
mark to join elite club

CARDIFF: Wales dominated the last
British and Irish Lions squad in their
winning tour to Australia, but interim
head coach Rob Howley insists his
misfiring team are focused solely on
victory over Ireland tomorrow.

Howley has taken the reins for a
second time, with Warren Gatland
again seconded to Lions duty ahead
of the three-Test, 10-match summer
tour to New Zealand.

Gatland plumped for 15 Welsh
players in his initial 37-man squad in
2013, but Wales’ recent performances
have raised the prospect of this year’s
tour being dominated by high-flying
England, with a raft of Scottish and
Irish players also having put their
hand up. 

Howley, himself a Lion in 2001
having missed the 1997 tour due to
injury after initial selection, insisted
ahead of tomorrow’s Six Nations
match against the Irish that thoughts
of potential Lions berths had not
been used as a motivating factor. “No
not at all,” the former scrum-half said
after naming an unchanged team
from the one that imploded against
Scotland last time out, leaking 20
unanswered second-half points in a
woeful showing.  “Ultimately, wearing
the Welsh jersey, performance in the
national jersey is first and foremost
for me,” he said.

“You know it ’s Lions year, you
know there’s an opportunity at the
end of the year. “But you know you
have to get your performance on the
field for a period of 12 months, and
that’s for your club, region and Wales.”

Howley added: “The Six Nations takes
a huge focus on their performances.
“The players in all countries know
that over the next couple of games
that if you haven’t played well, at the
level you thought you should have
played, you have the opportunity to
play well.” Wales, who opened their
campaign with a romp over Italy
before falling to unbeaten England
and then the Scots, wrap up their Six
Nations campaign away to France on
March 18.

CONCENTRATE 
ON FRIDAY’S GAME 

Welsh skipper Alun Wyn Jones has
also tasted life as a British and Irish
Lion, first touring in 2009 to South
Africa before also going to Australia
four years ago.

Standing in for the injured Sam
Warburton, Jones skippered the
Lions in their tour-deciding third Test
against the Wallabies, the lock guid-
ing the home unions team to a mem-
orable 41-16 victory.

But straight-talking Jones is not
one to be carried away by nostalgia.
“Hopefully people have that ambi-
tion,” he said of his teammates’ view
of potentially playing under Gatland
in New Zealand.  “We’re very con-
scious of where we are and where we
aren’t, that’s probably more impor-
tant. “From a player’s point of view it’s
pretty worrying if you’re worrying
about something at the end of the
season when we’ve got a game in
two days we really need to concen-
trate on.”—AFP

Lions tour not on Welsh 
players’ minds: Howley

RUGBY
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CRICKET

DUNEDIN: South Africa’s Faf du Plessis, right, runs to make his ground as New Zealand’s Mitchell Santner watches as the ball is thrown at the
stumps during the first cricket Test at University Oval, Dunedin, New Zealand, yesterday. —AP

DUNEDIN:  Century maker Dean Elgar
described the opening day of the first Test
against New Zealand yesterday as one of the
toughest of his career after he rescued South
Africa from a woeful start.

After batting throughout the day at
Dunedin’s University oval, the opener was
unbeaten on 128 with South Africa 229 for four
at stumps.  His unbeaten 81-run stand for the
fifth wicket with Temba Bavuma (not out 38)
put South Africa in a position of relative
strength after losing three quick wickets in the
morning session. 

“It was one of the tougher days of Test crick-
et so far in my career,” said the 29-year-old left-
hander who was dropped by wicketkeeper BJ
Watling on 36 before going on to complete his
seventh Test century.  “I  nicked it and BJ
dropped it and happy days. I’m sitting with a
smile on my face at the end of day one.

“We were looking at (a total of ) about 250-
280 at tea time and now, being in a good posi-
tion of not losing a wicket in the last session,
we can re-adjust. I think maybe 450 on that
wicket.” 

Elgar, who went into the match with an aver-
age of 38.60 from 50 Test innings, said he had
to rely on his stubbornness at the crease to get
through the day. 

“I’m not very talented and free-scoring like
others guys are, so you’ve got to use your
advantages and that’s obviously my ability to
guts it out and grind it,” he said.

Elgar admitted to being surprised New
Zealand had dropped “their trump card” in
strike bowler Tim Southee to make room for an
extra spinner.  It was a decision which New
Zealand coach Mike Hesson said was not taken
lightly but with the state of the wicket he was
hoping to have batted first and have two spin-
ners available in the fourth innings.  “I think
South Africa’s slightly ahead. Four down in a
day’s Test cricket is a pretty good effort,” he said. 

“When you play two spinners you obviously
want to bowl last but I thought the spinners did
a good job on day one of the Test match in
terms of a holding role.”

WAVERING FORTUNES 
After South Africa’s early slump, Elgar set the

tone for the revival with a 126-run stand for the
fourth wicket with captain Faf du Plessis before
being joined by Bavuma just before tea.

On a day of wavering fortunes, there was
nothing normal about the start of the Test
where even the brown-green wicket was not
the customary emerald top expected in New
Zealand. 

When du Plessis won the toss he became
the first captain in 23 Tests to bat first. New
Zealand dropped regular bowling spearhead
Southee for the first time in five years to make
way for Jeetan Patel. It was the first time in sev-
en years they had fielded two spinners on a
home wicket. The miserly Patel was brought
into the attack in the sixth over and conceded
only eight runs in his first 10 overs with South
Africa restricted to 63 for three in the first ses-
sion.  But as the New Zealand bowlers tired,
South Africa added 90 for the loss of one wicket
in the middle session and 76 without loss after
tea.  Left-armers Trent Boult and Wagner did
the early damage for New Zealand with Boult’s
first nine overs claiming the wicket of Stephen
Cook and yielding only eight runs. 

South African-born Wagner, returning to top
level cricket for the first time since breaking a
finger on his bowling hand five weeks ago,
removed Hashim Amla and JP Duminy in one
over on his adopted home ground.  Jimmy
Neesham was New Zealand’s other successful
bowler taking the valuable wicket of du Plessis
for 52. Although the pitch offered little support
for the bowlers, for the batsmen it was a con-
stant struggle to score with 30 maidens among
the 90 overs bowled. —AFP

Elgar grinds out ‘tougher’ 
day to rescue South Africa

South Africa 1st innings
S. Cook lbw Boult 3
D. Elgar not out 128
H. Amla b Wagner 1
J. Duminy c Taylor b Wagner 1
F. du Plessis c Boult b Neesham 52
T. Bavuma not out 38

Extras:(b4, lb1, w1) 6 
Total: (4 wickets; 90 overs) 229
Fall of wickets: 1-10 (Cook), 2-20 (Amla), 3-22 (Duminy),
4-148 (du Plessis) 
Bowling: Boult 22-10-44-1 (1w), Wagner 20-4-59-2, Patel
24-9-60-0, Santner 18-5-32-0, Neesham 6-2-29-1.

SCOREBOARD
DUNEDIN, New Zealand: Scoreboard at stumps on day one of the first Test between New Zealand and South Africa
at University Oval in Dunedin yesterday.

Sri Lanka 1st innings (321-4 overnight)
D. Karunaratne b Mehedi 30
U. Tharanga b Roy 4
K. Mendis c Tamim b Mehedi 194
D. Chandimal c Mehedi b Mustafizur 5
A. Gunaratne b Taskin 85
N. Dickwella c Mahmudullah b Mehedi 75
D. Perera lbw b Mehedi 51
R. Herath c Soumya b Mustafizur 14
S. Lakmal run out 8
L. Sandakan c Mehedi b Shakib 5
L. Kumara not out 0
Extras (b4, lb10, w4, nb 5) 23
Total (all out; 129.1 overs) 494
Fall of wickets: 1-15 ( Tharanga), 2-60
(Karunaratne), 3-92 (Chandimal),  4-288
(Gunaratne), 5-398 (Mendis), 6-432 (Dickwella), 7-
457 (Herath), 8-480 (Lakmal), 9-494 (Perera), 10-
494 (Sandakan).

Bowling: Mustafizur 25-5-68-2 (nb1), Taskin 21-3-
77-1(nb2, w2), Roy 24-4-103-1 (nb2, w1)), Mehedi
22-1-113-4, Shakib 32.1-5-100-1, Soumya 3-0-9-0
(w1), Mahmudullah 2-0-10-0.

Bangladesh 1st innings
Tamim Iqbal run out 57
Soumya Sarkar not out 66
Mominul Haque lbw b Perera 7
Mushfiqur Rahim not out 1
Extras (lb1, w1) 2
Total (two wickets; 46 overs) 133
Fall of wickets: 1-118 (Tamim), 2-127 (Mominul)
To bat: Mahmudullah, Shakib Al Hasan, Liton Das,
Mehedi Hasan, Taskin Ahmed, Mustafizur Rahman,
Subashis Roy.
Bowling: S. Lakmal 5-0-15-0, L. Kumara 7-0-38-0
(w1), D. Perera 13-3-32-1, R. Herath 11-01-30-0, L.
Sandakan 10-5-17-0.

SCOREBOARD
GALLE, Sri Lanka: Scores at stumps on the second day of the first Test between Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh at Galle International Stadium yesterday.

GALLE: Bangladesh’s Soumya Sarkar and
Tamim Iqbal shared a century opening
stand before Sri Lanka took two late wick-
ets to tighten their grip on the first Test at
Galle yesterday.

The visitors were 133-2 at stumps on the
second day and trailing by 361, after Kusal
Mendis (194), Niroshan Dickwella (75) and
Dilruwan Perera (51) had swelled the hosts’
total to 494.

Soumya was leading the response for
Bangladesh with an unbeaten 66 after his
118-run opening stand ended with a
bizarre run-out for his partner, Tamim, who
made 57 off 112 balls with six fours.

Sri Lankan wicketkeeper Niroshan
Dickwella had appealed for a caught
behind off Lakshan Sandakan and dis-
lodged the bails quickly once his appeal
was turned down as Tamim walked out of
the crease. Bangladesh coach Chandika
Hathurusinghe, echoing Australia’s Steven
Smith on another occasion, said Tamim
appeared to have had “a brain fade”. “He
hasn’t spoken to me yet but... (we were)
very disappointed because we were cruis-
ing at that time,” he told reporters.

Perera then had number three Mominul
Haque plumb lbw for seven to give Sri
Lanka the edge in the contest at the Galle
International Stadium. 

Both Soumya and Tamim benefited from
sloppy Sri Lankan fielding. Perera dropped
Soumya on four at gully and Dickwella
missed a catch off Tamim on 28.

Earlier, Mendis was agonisingly denied a
maiden double century as he tried to reach
his milestone in style. Tamim caught him
on the long-on boundary off teenage off-

spinner Mehedi Hasan as the right-hander
attempted an audacious six.

WONDER CATCH 
Tamim ran backwards to take the catch,

lobbing the ball back into the field as his
feet crossed the boundary ropes and then
pouching it again.

Mendis struck 19 fours and four sixes in
his seven-and-a-half-hour stay at the
crease. The 22-year-old, who was unbeaten
on 166 overnight, was earlier granted a
reprieve by a no-ball on the first delivery he
faced. He was also almost dismissed when
he struck his first six of the morning, as
Mustafizur Rahman took a catch off the
bowling of Subashis Roy but stepped on
the rope on the fine leg boundary.

“I wanted to hit a six and be positive. It’s
a batting pitch,” Mendis said after the day’s
play. “It keeps low and I just wanted to play
straight or use the sweep. “I felt really bad
when I edged first ball, but... it was a no-
ball and that was nice,” he said.

Spinner Mehedi ended with four wickets
for 113 runs. Apart from Mendis, he dis-
missed Dickwella when the wicketkeeper-
batsman gave a catch to Mahmudullah at
midwicket after making 75 off 76 balls.

Dickwella, who hit six fours and a six in
his quick-fire innings, put on 110 with
Mendis for the fifth wicket off just 124 balls.

Mustafizur then removed Rangana
Herath for 14 and Suranga Lakmal was run
out for eight to give Bangladesh some
respite. Mehedi trapped Perera leg-before
on 51 before taking a stunning catch off
Shakib Al Hasan to send last man Sandakan
packing.— AFP

Late wickets give S Lanka 
edge over Bangladesh

GALLE: Sri Lankan cricketers unsuccessfully appeal for a Leg Before Wicket (LBW)
decision against Bangladesh batsman Soumya Sarkar (C) during the second day of
the opening Test cricket match between Sri Lanka and Bangladesh at The Galle
International Cricket Stadium in Galle yesterday. — AFP

BANGALORE: Australia’s and India’s cricket
boards sprang to the defence of their respec-
tive captains yesterday amid a spiralling war
of words that soured the aftermath of the
dramatic second Test.

India’s 75-run victory on Tuesday in
Bangalore, after Australia crashed to 112 all
out, has left the four-match series between
the world’s top two sides tantalisingly poised
at 1-1. But yesterday’s headlines were domi-
nated by Indian skipper Virat Kohli’s accusa-
tion that Steve Smith abused the decision
review system (DRS), after he was seen look-
ing to the Australian dressing-room while
considering appealing against his dismissal
for lbw. The rules forbid players to consult
with anyone off the pitch about whether to
seek a review from the umpires, particularly
as support staff have access to television
replays in the dressing-room.

At the post-match press conference,
Smith-who was quickly waved off the field
by the umpire-admitted he had been at
fault, but put it down to a one-off “brain-
fade”. But an angry Kohli said that rather than
being an isolated incident, “it’s been happen-
ing for the last three days”.

Although Kohli stopped short of accusing
Smith of being a cheat, Indian newspapers
were less diplomatic. “Smith Caught
Cheating,” said an Indian Express headline
while The Times of India dubbed the episode
“Cheatgate”. Cricket Australia’s chief execu-
tive James Sutherland said any questioning
of Smith’s integrity was “outrageous”. “Steve
is an outstanding cricketer and person, and
role model to many aspiring cricketers and
we have every faith that there was no ill-
intent in his actions,” said Sutherland, who
was in Bangalore.

‘BRAIN FADE’
Coach Darren Lehmann also threw his

weight behind Smith, saying the current
crop of tourists was well aware of their
responsibilities after previous spats between
the two teams. “He (Kohli) has his opinion
and we have ours, but at the end of the day
we play the game the right way,” Lehmann
said on Cricket Australia’s website.

‘BLATANT BREACH’ 
Amid a clamour among former Indian

players for Smith to be sanctioned, the
Indian board (BCCI) said it had raised his
behaviour with the International Cricket
Council while launching its own defence of
Kohli. “Mr Virat Kohli is a mature and sea-
soned cricketer and his conduct on the field
has been exemplary,” the BCCI said in a state-
ment. “BCCI has requested the ICC to take
cognizance of the fact that the Australian
skipper Mr Steve Smith in his press confer-
ence admitted to a ‘brain fade’.

“BCCI sincerely hopes that the rest of the
matches are played in the true spirit of crick-

et.” Smith’s cause was not helped when his
predecessor Michael Clarke voiced doubt
over whether it was really a one-off, given
that the non-striker Peter Handscomb
seemed to suggest he consult the dressing-
room. “If what Virat Kohli is saying is true and
Australia are using their support staff to help
them decide on a DRS decision then that’s
not on, that’s unacceptable,” Clarke told the
India Today network.

“I think Steve Smith respects the game
and will always uphold the integrity of the
game and if it is just a one-off then it is a
brain-fade and he’s made a mistake.

“My concern, my worry is, that when you
look at the footage at what happened, Peter
Handscomb... actually suggests to Steve
Smith to turn around and have a look to the
support staff.  “Now if it is only a one-off, I
don’t think that would have happened.”

Steve Waugh, another former Australian
captain, said Smith would “probably be
embarrassed” by what had happened.

“Obviously he can’t do that, and it’s not in
the spirit of the game. I’ve just got to believe
him when he says it was a one off and it was
an honest mistake,” Waugh told reporters in
Delhi. While there was no word from the ICC,
record-breaking Indian batsman Sunil
Gavaskar said Smith should be punished for
a “quite blatant” breach of the rules. The row
is the latest in a series of spats between the
teams in recent years, including in the 2008
Sydney Test when Indian spinner Harbhajan
Singh was accused of calling Andrew
Symonds a monkey. The next Test begins in
Ranchi on March 16. —AFP

Australia defend Smith
as ‘cheat’ row escalates

NEW DELHI: Australian former cricket cap-
tain Steve Waugh speaks at a press confer-
ence in New Delhi yesterday. Waugh said
embattled Australian skipper Steve Smith
would “probably be embarrassed” after
being accused of cheating in the second
Test against India, amid calls for discipli-
nary action. —AFP

HONG KONG: Foreign players have tenta-
tively endorsed the return of international
cricket to Pakistan after their whirlwind trip
to Lahore for Sunday’s heavily guarded
Pakistan Super League final.  Players includ-
ing winning captain Darren Sammy
detailed a journey involving bullet-proof
buses and closed roads, before they were
rushed straight back to the airport with no
time for celebrations.

The blanket security, deploying thou-
sands of troops, military helicopters and
armed guards on horseback, came after a
deadly militant attack in 2009 on Sri Lanka’s
team halted visits by top-level cricket
teams.  The rest of the Pakistan Super
League was played in the United Arab
Emirates, but Sunday’s incident-free final
has opened the door to more international
cricket with a World XI now scheduled to
visit in September.  Several foreign players,
including England’s Kevin Pietersen and
Luke Wright, skipped the final over safety
fears, but Sammy praised the arrangements
in Pakistan.

“Security was really tight,” the West
Indian told AFP in Hong Kong, where he is
playing this week’s T20 Blitz competition.

“I only thought about security when I
was on the bus,” added the two-time World
Twenty20-winning captain, who led
Peshawar Zalmi to a lopsided victory over
Quetta Gladiators.

“Peshawar is like a family-once one for-
eign player was going there we were all
going. It’s like a brotherhood.” A resurgence
of attacks-including a suicide blast which
killed 14 in Lahore-had raised concerns, but
the final’s successful staging was widely
praised in Pakistan as a stand against mili-
tancy. Asked whether international cricket
should now return, Sammy replied: “It’s not
in my jurisdiction. 

“Playing in Lahore was like playing

anywhere in the world once I was in the
stadium. The fans are just as passionate.
“It’s a small step in the right direction-
time will tell.”

‘AIRPORT, HOTEL, STADIUM, AIRPORT’ 
Team-mate and England international

Chris Jordan said he weighed his decision
carefully and spoke with his family before
opting to play in Lahore.  Jordan said, “You
have to ask the bigger heads over there”
about playing more games in Pakistan. But
he said he would be happy to return “with
the same set-up”.

“That level of security did help to put
the guys’ minds at ease so that we could
get on with the game and put on the per-
formance that we did,” said Jordan.  “That
level (of security) is a level that made every-
one as comfortable as they needed to be.”

Sammy said the journey was “Airport,
hotel, stadium, airport. 3am to 3am.  It was
more or less in and out”.

Another Peshawar player, West Indies
all-rounder Rayad Emrit, was a late replace-
ment for the final and travelled for 25 hours
to play in Lahore.  “There’s always risk if
you’re playing in Pakistan. But to be honest
when we got there I felt safe,” he said, call-
ing the sold-out Gaddafi Stadium “electrify-
ing”. “We had armoured vehicles, took us
straight to the hotel. They closed off all the
streets and then back to the ground where
they did the same thing.  “From the game
we headed straight to the airport... No time
(to celebrate).” None of the players said
they had heard remarks from Pakistan leg-
end Imran Khan, who in a leaked video
called the final’s foreign players “third-class”
and anonymous, drawing a heated
response online. Khan later defended his
comments, saying Sammy is “not a big
player” compared to his fellow West Indian
Chris Gayle, or Pietersen. —AFP

Foreign players hail 
Pakistan security
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SOCCER

NHL

MOTOR RACING

COLUMBUS: Sergei Bobrovsky made 33 saves
for his third consecutive shutout and the
Columbus Blue Jackets handed the New Jersey
Devils their eighth straight loss with a 2-0 victory
on Tuesday night. Bobrovsky shut out the Devils
for the second time in three days as he made 20
saves in a 3-0 win on Sunday. Tuesday’s shutout
was his career-high sixth this season. Bobrovsky
has not allowed a goal since the Canadiens’ Alex
Galchenyuk scored in overtime on Feb 28. Oliver
Bjorkstrand and Cam Atkinson scored third-peri-
od goals for Columbus, which leads Pittsburgh
by two points for second place in the
Metropolitan Division.

BLUES 2, WILD 1
Vladimir Tarasenko and David Perron scored

and Jake Allen made 32 saves and the Blues
edged the Wild. Allen was 10.5 seconds away
from a second straight shutout before Wild cen-
ter Mikko Koivu threw a puck on net from near
the blue line which bounced past Allen. Allen’s
scoreless streak had reached 159 minutes, 8.5
seconds as St. Louis won back-to-back games
after losing five in a row. Perron scored his 13th
goal of the season and Tarasenko added his 29th
of the season to help new Blues coach Mike Yeo
to his first win against his former team. Devan
Dubnyk made 18 saves for Minnesota, which has
lost two of its past three games.

FLYERS 6, SABRES 3
Radko Gudas had a goal and two assists, and

the Flyers continued their late-season playoff
push with a win over the Sabres. Jordan Weal
and Travis Konecny had a goal and assist each,
and Claude Giroux scored to snap a 12-game
goal drought and cap a three-goal second-peri-
od outburst. Matt Read also scored while Steve
Mason stopped 31 shots. The Flyers improved to
3-0-1 in their past four and vaulted ahead of idle
Tampa Bay into 11th  place in the Eastern
Conference standings. Jack Eichel had two goals
and assist for Buffalo to extend the NHL’s longest
active point streak to 11 games. Evander Kane
had a goal and assist for the Sabres, who contin-
ued losing ground in the standings by dropping
to 1-5-2 in their past eight. Robin Lehner
stopped 24 shots and has allowed 24 goals in his
past six games.

RANGERS 5, PANTHERS 2
Henrik Lundqvist made 43 saves to earn his

30th win of the season and lead the Rangers
over the Panthers. Nick Holden, Kevin Hayes, and
Chris Kreider scored goals for the Rangers.
Tanner Glass had a goal and an assist. Pavel
Buchnevich added an empty-net goal. Aaron
Ekblad and Thomas Vanek scored for the
Panthers and James Reimer allowed four goals
on 19 shots before being replaced by Reto Berra
with 6:46 left in the second. Berra, seeing his first
NHL action since Dec. 9. 2015, stopped eight
shots. New York won its fifth straight road game
and is 24-8-0 on the road while Florida has won
just once in its past six home games.

MAPLE LEAFS 3, RED WINGS 2
James van Riemsdyk broke out of a scoring

slump, and the Maple Leafs snapped a five-
game losing streak with a victory against the
Red Wings. Alexey Marchenko and Nazem Kadri
also scored for the Maple Leafs, who were 0-2-3
in their previous five games. Rookie Mitch
Marner and Tyler Bozak each had two assists.
Gustav Nyquist scored twice for the Red Wings,
while Henrik Zetterberg extended his point
streak to seven games with an assist on both
goals. Frederik Andersen made 22 saves. Petr
Mrazek, making his eighth straight start for
Detroit, stopped 25 shots.

AVALANCHE 3, HURRICANES 1
Gabriel Landeskog and Tyson Barrie scored

goals 46 seconds apart in the second period and
the Avalanche beat the Hurricanes. Barrie also
added two assists and Calvin Pickard had 25
saves for Colorado, which got a rare home win.
The Avalanche are 9-21-2 at Pepsi Center and
had lost 12 of their past 14 overall before rallying

to beat the Hurricanes. Justin Faulk scored for
the Hurricanes and Eddie Lack stopped 22 shots.
Carolina is 2-5-3 in its past 10 games and is tied
with New Jersey for last place in the
Metropolitan Division.

ISLANDERS 4, OILERS 1
Anders Lee scored a pair of goals and the

Islanders earned a victory over the Oilers. Joshua
Ho-Sang, with his first career NHL goal, and
Andrew Ladd also scored for the Islanders, who
snapped a two-game losing skid.

Zack Kassian scored for the Oilers, who had a
two-game winning streak snapped. The
Islanders kicked off the scoring with 2:37 left in
the first period as Ho-Sang scored on a power-
play shot from the point that beat Oilers goalie
Cam Talbot up high.

DUCKS 4, PREDATORS 3, SO
Patrick Eaves scored the only goal of the

shootout in the fifth round, and Jonathan
Bernier capped a 24-save performance with a
perfect shootout in the Ducks’ victory over the
Predators. Rickard Rakell scored the tying goal
late in the second period for the Ducks, who ral-

lied from a pair of two-goal deficits for a key vic-
tory in their playoff surge. Ryan Getzlaf had a
goal and two assists, and Nick Ritchie also scored
for Anaheim. Filip Forsberg scored a short-hand-
ed goal and Pekka Rinne made 39 saves for the
Predators, who have lost three straight. Colin
Wilson and Ryan Ellis scored early goals as the
Predators opened a three-game California road
trip with their fifth straight regular-season loss at
Honda Center.

CANADIENS 2, CANUCKS 1
Paul Byron scored at 1:13 of overtime and the

Canadiens extended their winning streak to six
games with a victory over the Canucks. Torrey
Mitchell also scored the Atlantic Division-leading
Canadiens, who are 7-2 since head coach Claude
Julien was hired. Montreal won 3-0 at home
against the Canucks on Nov. 2. Goalie Carey
Price made 27 saves. He has a shutout and only
five goals allowed in his past five games - all
wins. Michael Chaput scored for the Canucks,
who had a modest two-game win streak
snapped and are seven points back of St. Louis
for the second wild-card spot. Vancouver goalie
Ryan Miller made 36 saves.—AP

ST PAUL: Patrik Berglund #21 of the St Louis Blues and Marco Scandella #6 of the Minnesota Wild skate after the puck during the second period
of the game on Tuesday at Xcel Energy Center in St Paul, Minnesota. The Blues defeated the Wild 2-1. —AFP

Bobrovsky gets 3rd straight 
shutout as Jackets blank Devs

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS
Minnesota 42 16 6 213 151 90
Chicago 42 18 5 198 164 89
Nashville 32 24 10 195 188 74
St. Louis 33 27 5 178 183 71
Winnipeg 30 31 6 200 209 66
Dallas 27 29 10 186 211 64
Colorado 18 44 3 126 215 39

Pacific Division
San Jose 39 19 7 180 152 85
Edmonton 35 23 8 188 174 78
Anaheim 34 22 10 172 168 78
Calgary 36 26 4 179 182 76
Los Angeles 31 28 6 161 164 68
Vancouver 28 30 8 153 188 64
Arizona 23 35 7 157 210 53

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Montreal 38 21 8 185 166 84

Ottawa 36 22 6 170 167 78
Boston 34 26 6 182 174 74
Toronto 29 22 14 197 195 72
Tampa Bay 30 26 9 179 181 69
Florida 29 25 11 162 183 69
Buffalo 27 28 12 169 196 66
Detroit 25 28 11 160 190 61

Metropolitan Division
Washington 44 14 7 212 139 95
Columbus 42 17 6 207 149 90
Pittsburgh 40 16 8 223 180 88
NY Rangers 43 22 2 216 175 88
NY Islanders 31 23 11 192 194 73
Philadelphia 31 26 8 170 193 70
Carolina 26 27 10 156 183 62
New Jersey 25 29 12 147 189 62
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the
standings and are not included in the loss column (L) 

NHL results/standings

Montreal 2, Vancouver 1 (OT); Anaheim 4, Nashville 3 (SO); Colorado 3, Carolina 1; NY Islanders 4, Edmonton 1; St. Louis
2, Minnesota 1; Philadelphia 6, Buffalo 3; Toronto 3, Detroit 2; NY Rangers 5, Florida 2; Columbus 2, New Jersey 0.

WASHINGTON: Camille Abily scored twice as
France stunned world champions the United
States 3-0 to win the She Believes Cup four-
nation tournament on Tuesday.

Needing only a draw to win the round-
robin competition, France got off to a dream
start when Abily stroked her first goal home
from the penalty spot at RFK Stadium after
only eight minutes.

The French women then doubled their
lead barely a minute later when a speculative
long ball forward caused all sorts of panic in
the US defensive ranks. Eugenie Le Sommer
latched onto the pass and tied US defender
Allie Long in knots before picking her spot to
tuck away a low finish.

That double salvo rocked the US women,
who struggled to gain a foothold in the con-
test against a skilful French outfit, who had
already drawn with Germany and beaten

England earlier in the tournament.
Abily applied the coup de grace on 63

minutes for France, sidefooting home Eve
Perisset’s low cross from the right flank to
make it 3-0. The victory capped a fine tourna-
ment France as they build toward’s this year’s
Women’s Euro in the Netherlands, where they
will be among the favourites.

Earlier Tuesday, Germany finished their
campaign with a win after Anja Mittag’s first-
half strike sunk England. Mittag bundled
home the winner in the 44th minute as
Germany secured their first win following a
draw with France and defeat against the
United States in their opening games last
week. Germany held on for the victory despite
a furious late onslaught from England, who
came closest to equalising in injury time when
Toni Duggan went clear on goal only to be
denied from close range. —AFP

France rout US women
to lift She Believes Cup

WASHINGTON: Members of France’s team celebrate after defeating the United States
to win the She Believes Cup at RFK Stadium on Tuesday in Washington, DC. — AFP 

BARCELONA: A frustrated Fernando Alonso
let rip at McLaren’s engine partners Honda
yesterday after another difficult afternoon of
pre-season testing.

Spanish and Italian media quoted the two-
times Formula One world champion as saying
that everyone in the team was ready to win
“apart from Honda”.

Speaking to Sky Sports television, the
Spaniard left no doubt about his state of
mind after ending the day 12th of the 14 driv-
ers in action and with only 46 laps on the
board-less than a race distance-compared to
102 for Red Bull’s Max Verstappen.

“Tough, tough test so far - the first week
and this week,” he said. “We need to improve
right now if we want to arrive in Australia
ready. “We are not fully ready to complete a
grand prix yet,” continued Alonso. “The power
unit has too many problems that we need to
deal with... we cannot say that we are happy.
We are frustrated and disappointed.

“I am driving at my best... I feel the best
driver out there, I just need an engine that
can run as quick as the others on the
straights.” Alonso estimated the McLaren was
giving away 30kph to rivals on the straights

and it was hard to have a real feeling of the
car with so few laps strung together. “It is not
a surprise, last week was not ideal for us,” he
said. “Today more or less we knew we were in
front of a tough day so we tried to learn as
much as we can.”  Honda’s return to Formula
One in 2015, when they renewed a previously
successful partnership with former champi-
ons McLaren, has been traumatic.

In 2015, McLaren had their worst ever sea-
son and finished ninth overall with just 27
points after suffering endless reliability prob-
lems with the power unit.

They finished sixth last year, with 76 points
but still no closer to winning a race for the
first time since 2012, but had raised hopes for
2017 after the rules on engine development
were relaxed. Testing so far has been more
reminiscent of 2015, although Alonso said the
situation was different because Honda had far
more data to work on.

“Probably this year is a bit more frustrating
because the change of regulations and things
like that, you have higher hopes when you
think you can close that gap over the winter,”
said the Spaniard.   The season starts in
Australia on March 26. — Reuters

Alonso chides Honda for 
lack of pace and power 

MARACAIBO: Brazilian football team
Chapecoense yesterday promised more
surprises after an emotional 2-1 victory in
their first international match since a plane
crash wiped out their squad.  The side’s
new team, rebuilt with 22 new signings
since last November’s crash, surprised the
crowds with their quality in beating Zulia
FC of Venezuela in the Copa Libertadores
on Tuesday night.

The scorer of the winning goal, midfield-
er Luiz Antonio, 25, promised Wednesday
there was more to come after their winning
start to their campaign in the group stage
of Latin America’s top club competition.  “I
have a dream of helping Chapecoense to
go far, and we will get there bit by bit,” the
ex-Flamengo player told reporters. “We are
going to surprise a lot of people.”

The side had to rebuild virtually from
scratch after the crash killed 19 of their
players and staff in November, turning a
fairytale rise into a nightmare.  The disaster
destroyed a team that had surged in seven
years from Brazil’s fourth division to the

final of the Copa Sudamericana regional
tournament.  Tuesday night’s away match
in the Venezuelan city of Maracaibo was an
emotional release for the team scarcely
three months after they buried their team-
mates. “The pressure was great, but we
managed an important win,” said Antonio.
Winger Reinaldo, 27, scored Chapecoense’s
first goal in front of a crowd of 36,000 in
Maracaibo’s Pachencho Romero stadium.
The side’s new coach Vagner Mancini said
ahead of the match that winning it would
be the “best tribute” possible to those
affected by the accident.  “The distressed
city of Chapeco deserved a victory,” he told
a news conference after the match.

“It is not just the victory, which gives us
three points, but the way we won it,” he
said. “We won it by playing well.” The disas-
ter cut short Chapecoense’s dream as they
flew to Colombia on November 28 to play
against Atletico Nacional. The crash in the
Colombian mountains killed 71 people,
including 19 of the team’s players and
numerous staff. — AFP

Chapecoense savor win 
on international return

MARACAIBO: Brazil’s Chapecoense Niltinho, top, fight for the ball with Venezuela’s
Zulia FC Juan Arango during their Copa Libertadores soccer match in Maracaibo,
Venezuela, Tuesday. — AP

BARCELONA: Real Madrid coach Zinedine
Zidane’s insistence on Cristiano Ronaldo,
Karim Benzema and Gareth Bale featuring
together is under scrutiny after the Champions
League holders were outplayed for long peri-
ods at Napoli despite reaching the quarter-
finals. Real’s expensively assembled attacking
trio, nicknamed the ‘BBC’, made just seven
passes between themselves during the 3-1
come-from-behind win in Tuesday’s last 16
second leg, with Ronaldo and Bale not passing
to each other once.

Despite a 3-1 lead from the first leg, Real
struggled to cope with an onslaught of pres-
sure from the Serie A side in a frenzied San
Paolo stadium and trailed at halftime to Dries
Mertens’ strike after 24 minutes. 

The 11-time European champions were
stronger after the break and drew level with a
header from a corner by inspirational captain
Sergio Ramos six minutes into the second half.

An own goal by Mertens six minutes later,
triggered by another Ramos header, put Real
2-1 up. Bale, who has recently returned from a
three-month layoff with an ankle injury, was
replaced by Lucas Vazquez 11 minutes later
and Benzema came in the 77th for Alvaro
Morata, who got their third in added time,
sealing a 6-2 aggregate win.

Real’s ragged performance despite the

result contrasted with a fluid display in the 4-1
La Liga win at Eibar on Saturday, when
Benzema started alongside Marco Asensio and
Lucas Vazquez in the absence of the injured
Ronaldo and suspended Bale.

Vazquez and Asensio’s work rate provided
relief for Real’s midfield and full backs, who are
often overworked when Bale and Ronaldo are
both on the pitch.

Real have conceded seven goals and taken
five points in their three league games since
Bale returned to the lineup.

The season-long debate in the Spanish
media about whether Benzema, Bale and
Ronaldo can be accommodated in the same
team resurfaced before the return leg at
Napoli, a poll on the website of the daily AS
(As.com) showing the real fans were over-
whelmingly against the trio starting together
in Naples. Benzema reacted angrily to criticism
of the attacking trio after the game, telling
reporters: “They always focus on us three but
we don’t just score goals, we work very hard
for the team, but every time there’s a bad
game they blame us.”

Zidane also leapt to the defence of his for-
wards. “I don’t agree that Bale didn’t help out
the defence or that Cristiano didn’t help out
on the wing, everyone is at fault for us not
starting well,” he said.— Reuters

Debate rages about Ronaldo,
Benzema, Bale despite Real win
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SOCCER

ZURICH: Germany and Turkey are the
only bidders for the right to host soccer’s
2024 European Championship finals,
continental governing body UEFA
announced yesterday.

The football federations of the two
countries were the only ones to submit a
declaration of interest before the March
3 deadline, UEFA said in a statement.
“The respective national associations
were both present at UEFA’s headquar-

ters in Nyon to make their declarations
official,” UEFA added.

Denmark, Norway, Sweden and
Finland had explored a joint bid but did
not to proceed. The potential hosts will
now have to produce a full bid dossier
by April next year with UEFA choosing
the winner the following September.

Turkey has never hosted a major sen-
ior soccer tournament while West
Germany hosted the 1974 World Cup

and 1988 European Championship and a
re-united Germany staged the 2006
World Cup.

Turkey unsuccessfully bid to host
Euro 2008 jointly with Greece and the
2012 finals on its own. It had also intend-
ed to bid for Euro 2020 before UEFA
decided to spread the tournament
around 13 cities across Europe.

“It ’s clear that there will  be two
strong bids for UEFA’s showcase national

team competition, and it will be a tough
decision to make,” said UEFA general sec-
retary Theodore Theodoridis. “UEFA is
committed to a transparent bidding
process.”

Germany federation (DFB) president
Reinhard Grindel said that “with our vast
experience, our current stadium infra-
structure and the basic conditions in
Germany, we can stage an economic,
first-class tournament.”

His opposite number Yildirim
Demiroren was hoping it would be
fourth time lucky for his country. “Over
the last few years, around 32 new stadi-
ums have been built or are currently
being constructed around the country,”
he said.

“With this level of investment, Turkey
is proving that it is one of the world’s
leaders in its commitment to football
infrastructure.” — Reuters

Germany, Turkey the only bidders to host Euro 2024

ROSTOV: Manchester United’s players take part in a training session on the eve of the UEFA Europe League round of 16, first leg match between
FC Rostov and Manchester United in Rostov yesterday. — AFP

ROSTOV-ON-DON: With no Wayne Rooney
and a squad looking for confidence,
Manchester United head for the uneven
Olimp-2 stadium surface to take on Rostov
today and keep alive hopes of becoming one
of the few teams to have won all  three
European cups.

United fans have been told not to wear
their team’s red colours in the Russian city to
avoid re-igniting hooligan violence and and
Rostov coach Ivan Daniliants promised a
“classy performance” against the illustrious
English side.

United won the European Cup in 1968, the
Cup Winners’ Cup in 1991 and Champions
League in 1999 and 2008. But they have never
won the Europa League nor the old UEFA Cup.

If successful this year, United would join
Juventus, Ajax, Bayern Munich and Chelsea,
who have already lifted all three European
club trophies.  Having won their first trophy
under Jose Mourinho with a 3-2 win over
Southampton in the League Cup final, United
need a strong performance in the first leg in
Rostov to open the road to the quarter-finals.
That would take them into the draw with the
winners from key ties such as Lyon v Roma,
the all-German Schalke v Borussia
Monchengladbach, Copenhagen v Ajax and
Olympiakos v Besiktas.

Mourinho never lost in Russia with his pre-
vious clubs (Chelsea, Inter Milan and Real
Madrid), but he is not happy going to Rostov,
last season’s Russian league runners-up, to
play on the bumpy pitch.

ROSTOV WARNING 
“It’s a bad draw in every aspect. It’s far and

it’s difficult,” Mourinho told Man United official
site. “It’s far and comes in a very bad period for
us, difficult because they’re a very difficult
team.” United won their first trophy under
Mourinho when they took the English League
Cup final 3-2 against Southampton. But
Mourinho admitted they were lucky and at
the weekend saw his side held 1-1 by unfan-
cied Bournemouth.

United are far from the Champions League
qualifying places and Mourinho has
expressed his disappointment at United’s low
scoring rate.

“We need to score goals - other teams with
less chances score goals,” Mourinho told his
club’s official site.  “Against Southampton in
the League Cup final, we had five chances and
scored three but, against Bournemouth with
more than 10 chances, we scored one goal.”

Today the Reds will be without Eric Bailly,
who was sent off in their round of 32 1-0 win
at Saint-Etienne. United midfielder Juan Mata
said it would be “a long trip that is going to
test the strength of the team in every sense.
The Russian side is particularly strong at
home: this season they have defeated Bayern
Munich and Ajax, for instance. That gives you
an idea of how tough they are.” Mourinho left
Rooney and leftback Luke Shaw at home
along with Bastian Schweinsteiger. Armenian
forward Henrikh Mkhitaryan returns to the 20-
man squad after recovering from an injury
incurred just after scoring the St Etienne win-
ner. Rostov sent a clear warning to the Red
Devils when they routed Tomsk 6-0 on Friday.
Rostov showed no signs of rustiness in their

first domestic match after the long winter
break. But head coach Daniliants said he and
his men realised  that Manchester United will
be a completely different story. “Man United
are a top-class team and to oppose them is an
honourable and a pleasant task,” he told the
press. “It demands full mobilisation and colos-

sal responsibility. Hopefully, we will come into
this match on top, both physically and men-
tally. The match is sold out and we’re set to
give our fans a classy performance.”

Rostov will likely be at full-strength except
for doubts over injured first-choice goalkeep-
er Soslan Dzhanayev. — AFP

No Rooney, no goals as United
seek European salvation in Russia

LONDON: Newcastle United’s lead at the
top of England’s second-tier Championship
was cut to three points after they could
only draw 0-0 at Reading on Tuesday.

Second-place Brighton and Hove Albion
bounced back from successive defeats with
a 2-0 win at bottom club Rotherham
United, while third-place Huddersfield
Town beat Aston Villa 1-0.

Huddersfield trail Newcastle by nine
points and Brighton by six, but have a
game in hand, with the top two teams
guaranteed automatic promotion.  “The
main thing for us is we have to be happy to
take seven points from the past three away
games,” Newcastle manager Rafael Benitez
told the BBC.  “Today was a pity as I think in
the first half we had so many clear chances
that there could’ve been three points
there.” Newcastle striker Daryl Murphy saw
a header cleared off the line at the
Madejski Stadium, but Garath McCleary
almost snatched an injury-time winner for
Reading with a shot that grazed the bar.

Brighton went in front early in the sec-
ond half through Anthony Knockaert at
Rotherham, with substitute Solly March
adding a second goal 11 minutes from the
end. Huddersfield kept up the pressure on
the leading pair thanks to defender Tommy
Smith’s 69th-minute goal at home to Villa.
Leeds United remain fourth, three points

below Huddersfield, after a stoppage-time
Tom Cairney goal saw them held to a 1-1
draw at Fulham.  Tim Ream’s own goal had
given Leeds the lead at Craven Cottage, but
midfielder Kalvin Phillips’s dismissal gave
the home side the initiative and they lev-
elled through Cairney at the death.

Sheffield Wednesday remain sixth, two
points behind Reading, following a 1-1
draw at home to Burton Albion, who
earned a share of the points through
Jackson Irvine’s sweet volley.

Ross Wallace had put Wednesday in
front from long range effort in the 16th
minute. Second-bottom Wigan Athletic
boosted their survival hopes with a 1-0 win
at Birmingham City that left them two
points from safety.  Third-bottom Bristol
City fought back to draw 1-1 with Norwich
City, while Blackburn Rovers claimed a 1-1
draw at home to Cardiff City courtesy of
Derrick Williams’ last-minute equaliser.

Wolverhampton Wanderers continue to
sit one place above the drop zone after a
goalless draw at Ipswich Town, but they
retain two games in hand on most of the
teams around them. Lasse Vibe scored
twice as Brentford edged Nottingham
Forest 3-2, Queens Park Rangers beat
Barnsley 2-1 and Tom Barkhuizen’s injury-
time strike earned Preston North End a 1-1
draw at Derby County. — AFP

Newcastle draw lets 
Brighton cut gap

LONDON: Bournemouth defender Tyrone
Mings has been given a five-match ban for
stamping on the head of Manchester United
striker Zlatan Ibrahimovic, the Football
Association said yesterday. Bournemouth said
they were “extremely disappointed” with the
decision, which they described as “extraordi-
nary”. Mings, 23, trod on Ibrahimovic’s head
during the first half of Bournemouth’s 1-1
draw at United in the Premier League last
Saturday.  Ibrahimovic retaliated by elbowing
Mings in the head, for which he accepted a
three-game ban on Tuesday.

“AFC Bournemouth’s Tyrone Mings will
serve a five-match suspension, following an
Independent Regulatory Commission hearing
today,” the FA said in a Twitter post.

“Mings was charged with violent conduct
in relation to an incident in or around the 44th
minute of the game against Manchester
United.” A Bournemouth statement said: “We
will study the detailed reasons of the commis-
sion once they become available, but find it
extraordinary that the charges can be

described as ‘proven’ when there is absolutely
no evidence to prove the incident was inten-
tional. “It is our strongly held belief-backed up
by our relationship with the player and knowl-
edge of his background and character-that it
was an accidental collision. “Tyrone twice apol-
ogised to Ibrahimovic during the match for
the accidental collision and also reiterated that
there was no intent straight after the final
whistle in a series of television interviews.”

Match referee Kevin Friend did not spot
either incident involving Mings and
Ibrahimovic. As a result, they were referred to
a panel of three former elite referees, who
unanimously concluded that both offences
merited red cards.  Mings denied deliberately
stamping on Ibrahimovic, saying: “That’s not in
my game. Hard and fair is how I like to tackle,
but off-the-ball stuff like that isn’t part of my
game.” He will miss Bournemouth’s league
games against West Ham United, Swansea
City, Southampton, Liverpool and Chelsea and
will  not be available until  the trip to
Tottenham Hotspur on April 15. —AFP

Mings gets five-game ban 
for Ibrahimovic stamp

ANGERS: French former football player Dominique Colonna (C) speaks to the press as he
arrives to attend a funeral ceremony of French football legend Raymond Kopa yesterday at the
Saint-Maurice cathedral of Angers, western France.  Kopa, winner of three European Cups with
Real Madrid (1957, 1958, 1959) and laureate of the best player of the year award in 1958, died
on March 3, 2017 at the age of 85. — AFP 

LONDON: Arsene Wenger is under
unprecedented pressure to end his storied
21-year tenure as Arsenal manager follow-
ing their humiliating 10-2 aggregate defeat
by Bayern Munich in the Champions
League.  Tuesday’s abject 5-1 defeat in the
second leg was preceded by a fan protest
and ended in front of swathes of empty red
seats at the Emirates Stadium.  Yesterday’s
sports headlines spoke of “humiliation” and
an “all-time low”, while the players who
helped Wenger turn Arsenal into the super-
club they are today said the time for
change had finally come.

“He looks like a lost man,” Ian Wright,
Arsenal’s second-highest goal-scorer, said
on BT Sport. “It just seems to be mounting
up. You’ve got the fans, the protests. It’s
imploding.” Though noisy, the pre-match
protest was a low-key affair, attended by
only around 200 fans, but the banners held
and slogans chanted revealed the extent of
the divisions within Arsenal’s fan base over
Wenger.  The protestors’ banners bore mes-
sages including “ENOUGH IS ENOUGH”,
“STUBBORN. STALE. CLUELESS” and, in refer-
ence to the two-year deal for Wenger that
is reportedly on the table, “NO NEW CON-
TRACT”.  Some fans even chanted: “Arsene
Wenger, you’re killing our club!” Wenger, 67,
has said he will make an announcement
about his future either this month or next.

He is not thought to be under any pres-
sure from above, with American majority
shareholder Stan Kroenke said to be happy
with Wenger given his repeated success in
qualifying Arsenal for the Champions
League.  The retiring Kroenke, known as
‘Silent Stan’, was also the target of protests
during the rout by Bayern, angry support-
ers urging him to “get out of our club”.

But as Arsenal’s most successful manag-
er, Wenger will be allowed to determine the
timing and nature of his departure.  While
he refused to be drawn on his future in
Tuesday’s post-match press conference, he
gave an upbeat assessment of the club’s
current health.  “I think this club is in great
shape, but we’re just going through a very

difficult situation at the moment,” said the
Frenchman.

SMIRKING SANCHEZ 
The signs of stasis,  however, have

become impossible to ignore.  Arsenal have
gone out of the Champions League in the
last 16 for the past seven seasons running
and it is now 13 years since they last lifted
the Premier League trophy.

The signings of Mesut Ozil and Alexis
Sanchez, coupled with back-to-back FA
Cup successes in 2014 and 2015, hinted at
a return to former glories, but the two play-
ers have come to symbolise the current
malaise.  Ozil has become a ghost-like fig-
ure, seemingly incapable of rising to the
big occasion, and while Sanchez continues
to produce the goods on the pitch, he is
becoming problematic off it.

The Chile forward was reported to have
clashed with team-mates in training last
week-reports Wenger denied-and was pic-
tured supposedly smirking on the bench
after being taken off against Bayern.

Both he and Ozil are stalling over new
contracts.  Publicly, the players continue to
put on a united front, with right-back
Hector Bellerin declaring “the whole team
is behind the manager”.  But Britain’s foot-
ball writers believe the Bayern embarrass-
ment represented a thrashing too far in the
story of Arsenal and Arsene.  “Arsene
Wenger must go” was The Sun’s stark ver-
dict, while the Daily Mirror’s chief football
writer John Cross, who published a biogra-
phy of Wenger in 2015, said the Bayern rout
“must represent the endgame”.  With
Arsenal having slipped out of the top four
in the Premier League, and amid competi-
tion for places that is fiercer than ever, qual-
ifying for the Champions League for a 19th
successive season will be a battle.  In the
meantime, Arsenal return to the Emirates
on Saturday for an FA Cup quarter-final
against non-league Lincoln City. Wenger is
chasing a record seventh triumph in the
competition and, it seems increasingly like-
ly, a glorious farewell. —AFP

Pressure mounts as Wenger 
mulls Arsenal future

FARO: Netherlands’ players celebrate after scoring a goal during the Algarve Cup
football match between Japan and Netherlands at Algarve stadium in Faro yes-
terday. — AFP 
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BARCELONA: Barcelona’s Argentinian forward Lionel Messi (L) shoots against the Paris Saint-Germain players during the UEFA Champions League round of 16 second leg football match FC Barcelona vs Paris Saint-Germain FC at
the Camp Nou stadium in Barcelona yesterday. — AFP

BARCELONA: Sergi Roberto scored in the fifth minute of
stoppage time as Barcelona capped a sensational
Champions League fightback to thrash Paris Saint-
Germain 6-1 and reach the quarter-finals yesterday.

Despite Luis Suarez’s early opener, a Layvin Kurzawa
own goal and Lionel Messi’s penalty, Barca, who lost the
first leg 4-0, looked down and out when Edison Cavani
volleyed home what seemed to be the vital away goal
for PSG. However, Neymar restored Barca’s belief as he
firstly fired home a sensational free-kick two minutes
from time and then converted from the penalty spot.

And Roberto capped the biggest comeback in
Champions League history when he stretched to turn
home Neymar’s dinked cross to the delight of a near
100,000 at a rocking Camp Nou, making the score 6-5
on aggregate.

Barca also enter the record books by reaching the
quarter-finals for a 10th straight season.

Outgoing Barca coach Luis Enrique warned the
French champions on Tuesday that his side were capa-

ble of scoring six and they needed the full 95 minutes to
pull of a miracle revival.

No side had ever come back from a 4-0 first leg
deficit in the Champions League, but after much pre-
match hype of a historic turnaround, Barca truly
believed when Suarez opened the scoring after just
three minutes. The PSG defence was stationary as
Marquinhos headed Rafinha’s cross high into the air and
Suarez nipped in ahead of the flapping goalkeeper
Kevin Trapp to nod in despite Thomas Meunier’s best
efforts to clear off the line.

In a role reversal from the first leg, Barca’s high press-
ing wasn’t allowing the visitors any restbite, whilst PSG
failed to take advantage of the huge spaces in behind
the Barca defence on the counter-attack.

Neymar was inches away from delivering a spectacu-
lar second when he drilled just wide from well outside
the area before Trapp easily collected a Suarez effort
from an acute angle.

However, Barca’s hopes were further raised five min-

utes before the break thanks to more shambolic PSG
defending. Andres Iniesta reached Suarez’s hopeful
through ball and his backheel provoked Kurzawa into
shanking the ball into his own net on his weaker right
foot. The second period started just as the first ended as
Barca edged closer to the history books when Neymar
was clipped by the prone Meunier and, after consulta-
tion with one of his assistants, German referee Deniz
Aytekin pointed to the spot.

Messi made no mistake with the penalty to rifle home his
11th Champions League goal of the season. Only when 3-0
down did PSG begin to come out in search of the crucial
away goal and were nearly rewarded immediately as
Meunier got to the by-line and his low cross was turned
onto the post by Cavani.

The Uruguayan had to wait just 10 minutes more,
though, to find the net. Kurzawa made amends for his earli-
er error by heading down a free-kick and Cavani connected
sweetly on the volley to register his 38th and seemingly
most important goal of the season.

PSG were then to rue to huge missed chances to put the
tie completely beyond Barca. Firstly, Cavani should have had
his second as he was played in by Draxler, but this time
Marc-Andre ter Stegen stood up to block with an out-
stretched leg.

PSG’s two-goal hero from the first Angel di Maria had
started on the bench, but the former Real Madrid man
should have rubbed salt in Barca’s wounds five minutes from
time when he somehow skewed wide with just Ter Stegen
to beat. Just when Barca looked down and out Neymar
restored hope when he curled home a sensational free-kick
high into the top corner. And as the match entered stop-
page time, Barca were awarded a second controversial
penalty when Suarez tumbled under a challenge form
Marquinhos.

Neymar this time took responsibility to send Trapp the
wrong way. And the Brazilian also showed a cool head
amongst a mad final minute when he cut inside before chip-
ping into the box for substitute Roberto to extend his right
leg just enough to beat Trapp and leave PSG floored. — AFP

Barca hit PSG for six in historic fightback

DORTMUND: A hat-trick by Pierre-Emerick
Aubameyang and Christian Pulisic’s dazzling display
fired Borussia Dortmund into the Champions League
quarter-finals with a 4-0 thrashing of Benfica yesterday. 

The result saw Dortmund win the round-of-16 tie 4-1
on aggregate after Aubameyang’s early goal cancelled
out Borussia’s 1-0 defeat in Lisbon last month.

The Gabon hot-shot has now scored seven times in
his last three games and has seven Champions League
goals in as many matches this season.

He is on 28 goals for the season as Dortmund
reached the last eight in Europe for the first time since
2013/14. But it fell to US international Pulisic, who only
turns 19 in September, to net the Germans’ crucial sec-
ond on 59 minutes, which put Dortmund ahead for the
first time on aggregate.

Pulisic, in for injured Germany winger Marco Reus,
claimed his first Champions League goal and set up
Aubameyang’s opening goal in an impressive all-round
display. After Kostas Mitroglou sealed Benfica’s 1-0 first-
leg victory, Dortmund took just four minutes to cancel
out the advantage.

Ousmane Dembele’s corner was flicked on by Pulisic
to Aubameyang, who headed home at the far post to
delight the sell-out Signal Iduna Park crowd.

It was redemption for the Gabon striker, who had a

night to forget in the first leg, missing four clear chances
including a penalty in Lisbon.

After a strong start from the hosts, Benfica clawed
their way back with captain Luisao heading straight at
Dortmund goalkeeper Roman Burki from a free-kick
midway through the half.

Dembele showed his youth, needlessly picking up a
booking from English referee Martin Atkinson late in
the first half for bitterly complaining after conceding a
free-kick with a push on Andreas Samaris.

Benfica grew in confidence as the half wore on and
Dortmund’s defence wobbled, but it finished 1-0 at the
break. Dortmund had a big let-off soon after when
Lukasz Piszczek failed with a clearance, which Franco
Cervi snapped up on the edge of the box, but his shot
was blocked.

Aubameyang then squandered three golden
chances at close range before Pulisic finally got the
breakthrough. The US starlet chipped his shot over the
advancing Ederson on 59 minutes after Piszczek’s
superb pass into the area.

Aubameyang grabbed his second just two minutes
later when he stabbed home Marcel Schmelzer’s pass.

He hit his third goal of the night on 85 minutes when
Erik Durm’s run and cross from the right handed him a
simple tap-in. — AFP

Aubameyang hat-trick 
sends Dortmund through

DORTMUND: Dortmund's Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang celebrates after scoring his side's fourth goal during the
Champions League round of 16, second leg, soccer match between Borussia Dortmund and Benfica in
Dortmund, Germany, yesterday. — AP
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(From left to right) Nabil AbdelMalek, Sadeq Al Sarraf, Omar Alghanim, Antoine Daher are pictured during the meeting. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Gulf Bank records a profit of KD 43m 
KUWAIT: Gulf Bank concluded its Annual
General Meeting at the Jumeriah Messilah Hotel
Kuwait yesterday. Shareholders approved the
Bank’s audited financial statements for the year
ended 31 December 2016 and endorsed the
Board of Directors recommendation of a cash
dividend of 7 fils per share, an increase of 75%
compared to 4 fils per share in the prior year.

Gulf Bank recorded a net profit of KD 43 mil-
lion for the year ended 2016, a 10% increase over
the previous year. Loan quality continued to
improve; gross credit cost (specific provisions
plus write-offs) declined by 16% to KD 72 million
compared to 85 million in 2015. Non-performing
loans (NPLs) reached KD 93 million or 2.4% NPL
ratio, levels that have not been seen since 2007.
The Bank’s capital adequacy ratio is 18.5%, which
is well above the regulatory requirement of 14%. 

The capital of the Bank was enhanced by the
successful issuance of KD 100 million of Tier II
capital in May 2016. The assets of the Bank were
steady at KD 5,467 million, while total sharehold-
ers’ equity was up by 7% to KD 573 million.  In
terms of profitability, the Bank’s earnings per
share for the year ended 2016 was 15 fils com-
pared to 13 fils in 2015. The return on average
assets was 0.79% compared to 0.72% in 2015,
and the return on average equity was 7.73%
compared to 7.43% for the previous year. 

Commenting on the 2016 results, Omar
Kutayba Alghanim, Chairman of Gulf Bank, said:
“It is my pleasure to report to you on the per-
formance of Gulf Bank in 2016, we have trans-
formed the Bank quite dramatically in the last
several years and we continue to achieve signifi-
cant milestones and meet key strategic goals.
Today, our Bank has strong revenue-generating
capacity as well as a clean and sound balance
sheet. We have a growing Consumer Banking
franchise and a more diversified Wholesale
Banking business; we have reduced our concen-
trations in the real estate and non-Bank financial
sectors, reduced non-performing loans, and
increased our loan loss coverage.”

Alghanim continued: “As you can see this has
resulted in a much stronger capital base with a
higher level and quality of earnings. For the third
consecutive year, the Bank achieved double-digit
net income growth in a very competitive indus-
try and a challenging economic environment. We
increased our cash dividends by 75% to 7 fils per
share. Our capital adequacy is strong at 18.5 %
and is well above the regulatory requirement.
For the first time in the last nine years, non-per-
forming loans fell below KD 100 million or 2.4%
of total loans.  Additionally, we continue to enjoy
an “A” rating from the top three international rat-
ing agencies. Gulf Bank is well positioned to con-
tinue its progress and growth.”

Gulf Bank Rated ‘A’ 
Gulf Bank is rated (A3) Moody’s Investors

Services; (A+) Fitch Ratings; and (A-) Standard &
Poor’s -S&P. During this year, all three rating
agencies affirmed the Bank’s ratings, its stable
outlook and revenue generating ability. These
affirmations confirm our dedication to creating
value for our stakeholders and building a strong
and safe bank.

Innovative Products 
Part of Gulf Bank’s growth strategy is its com-

mitment to developing and launching products
and services that resonate with our corporate
clients and retail customers. On the corporate
side, by developing a robust transaction banking
platform, the Bank enabled the automation of
corporate and customer employees’ salary pro-
cessing, corporate transaction approvals, as well

as trade finance transactions and cash manage-
ment requests through an online portal. This
automation has lead to further improved cus-
tomer service and a reduction in operational risk.

On the retail side, in the second quarter of
2016, Gulf Bank launched its new mobile bank-
ing application and digital banking portal, rais-
ing the market standard for security and ease of
use.  The Bank’s face recognition mobile banking
app was not only the first of its kind in Kuwait,
but was unique in recording a 156% increase in
the Bank’s digital customer base. Additionally,
the Bank’s customer loyalty program, Gulf
Rewards and the Gulf Bank Entertainer
Application, continued to exceed expectations. It
is driving growth in the credit cards business,
increasing market share, as well as winning a
‘Best in the Middle East’ award for its simplicity
and breadth of customer benefits. To better
serve customers with special needs, we have
started installing special ATM machines and have
trained select branch staff to communicate in
sign language.

Awards
Gulf Bank’s growth and soundness was strong-

ly acknowledged by the financial services and
banking industry on regional and international
levels. Gulf Bank won The Asian Banker regional
awards for: “Best Credit Card Product in the Middle
East for Gulf Rewards”; “Internet and Mobile
Security Technology Implementation of the Year
in Middle East and Africa”; and “Enterprise Risk
Technology Implementation of the Year in Middle
East and Africa.” Furthermore, at the end of the
2016, Gulf Bank was notified by Guinness World
Records that it would win the ‘largest prize linked
to a bank account’ in the world for its Al Danah
account’s KD One Million prize. Gulf Bank received
the award during the annual Al Danah draw that
took place on 5 January 2017.

Human Capital Initiatives 
Gulf Bank strongly believes in investing in

human capital and is proud that 66% of its work-
force is Kuwaiti. The Bank is committed to growing
that percentage, increasing gender parity, and a
workplace in which advancement is based on per-

formance and measured on achievement. The
Bank’s Ajyal Graduate Development Program,
delivered in cooperation with Institute of Banking
Studies (IBS) Kuwait, identifies and nurtures young
Kuwaiti talent early in their careers to develop
them into ‘holistic bankers’ and prepare them for
future leadership positions. Two classes have suc-
cessfully completed the intensive 9-month pro-
gram and another class has begun their training.

Corporate Social Responsibility
Gulf Bank’s corporate social responsibility

remains dedicated to serving all the people of
Kuwait and contributing to the development of
our beloved country.  Its focus continues to be
on education, entrepreneurship, heritage, and
women’s empowerment.  

INJAZ- Kuwait
To address one of the major challenges facing

our region, the Bank continues to sponsor INJAZ-

Kuwait to deliver Arabic and English language
education programs on entrepreneurial and
leadership skills to help young people build suc-
cessful careers.   

Gender Diversity 
As Gulf Bank is committed to gender parity

and to further understand key motivating factors
and challenges women face in the workplace, the
Bank held the “Women in the Corporate World”
non-profit conference in May 2016. Leading inter-
national, regional and local speakers and partici-
pants attended; the Bank believes that initiatives
such as this conference not only improve internal
company cultures, but also positively reflect on
society and advance the region both economical-
ly and in a socially responsible direction.

Memorial Pearl Diving Journey
Sponsorship of the Memorial Pearl Diving

Journey continues to form a key part of the

Bank’s long-term commitment to preserving the
heritage and continuing the traditions of
Kuwait. Recreating a pearl diving journey each
year helps to remind young Kuwaitis of the diffi-
culties and challenges faced by their forefathers
and helps uphold the traditions and values of
our ancestors. 

Now in its second year, the ‘Gulf Bank 642
Marathon’ continues to highlight the importance
of health and fitness. This event caters to all lev-
els of fitness and to families, with four different
distance categories (5km, 10km, 21km, 42km),
and had record turnout. 

Participants included individuals, families,
teams of walkers and runners from various back-
grounds and organizations. This is the only
marathon in Kuwait to have its 21km and 42 km
distance categories internationally accredited,
meaning those races appear in the international
calendar of races. 

This year the ‘Gulf Bank 642 Marathon’ part-
nered with the UNHCR (United Nations High
Commissioner on Refugees), also known as the
UN Refugee Agency, and its ‘Voices for Refugees’
initiative. This online awareness and fundraising
campaign is to stand with refugees to make their
voices heard and humanize their plight. In con-
clusion, Alghanim said: “I would like to thank our
valued customers for their continued trust in
Gulf Bank. I would also like to extend our sincere
appreciation to our Shareholders, Board of
Directors, the Central Bank of Kuwait and the
Capital Markets Authority for their ongoing sup-
port throughout the year.  Moreover, I thank our
staff for their dedicated service and for being
part of the Gulf Bank family.” 

Omar Alghanim, Gulf Bank Chairman 

The attendees at Gulf Bank AGM 

HOUSTON: Saudi Arabia’s Energy Minister says
OPEC production cuts are working to bolster
crude prices and his country will look at whether
other oil-producing nations are living up to their
promises to curtail pumping before deciding
whether to extend the cutbacks beyond this
summer. In a nod to America’s ability to offset
much of the OPEC cuts by pumping oil from
shale formations, Khalid Al-Falih said Tuesday
that he is watching the US producers closely
after US oil production bounced back quickly as
prices rose last year.

OPEC, whose members account for about
one-third of global oil output, agreed to cut
production beginning in January by 1.2 million
barrels a day. Other countries joined in, pushing
the total to nearly 1.8 million barrels. By inde-
pendent accounts, those targets have mostly
been met, although some producers, like non-

OPEC Russia, have fallen short. “Some have not
lived up to expectations,” Al-Falih said, “but as a
whole if you look at the totality the agreement
is working well.”

According to the Energy Department, US
production rose to an average of 8.8 million bar-
rels a day in the fourth quarter after dropping
below 8.7 million barrels in the third quarter. The
department forecast increases to 9.2 million bar-
rels a day this year and 9.7 million - a possible
record - in 2018 in a market outlook issued
Tuesday. Oil prices have stabilized above $50 a
barrel - a rebound from early 2016, when they
plunged below $30 a barrel - although some
analysts had expected closer to $60. The US
benchmark closed at $53.14 a barrel Tuesday,
while the global benchmark ended at $55.92.

Saudi Arabia is the world’s biggest producer
and is carrying the heaviest load of production

cuts. While other OPEC members such as
Venezuela and Nigeria are in far worse shape
economically, the Saudis too feel the pinch. The
kingdom needs the money to pay for social pro-
grams, raising questions about how long and
how low it will go with production cuts, which
expire in July. In deciding whether to favor
extending the cuts, his country will look at glob-
al oil inventories as the midyear deadline
approaches, Al-Falih said.  Speaking at a confer-
ence known as CERAWeek by IHS Markit, he also
said growth in developing nations means that
demand for oil will remain strong for the year
despite efforts to curb carbon emissions,
advances in energy efficiency, and competition
from renewable energy. OPEC Secretary-General
Mohammad Barkindo of Nigeria met during the
Houston conference with CEOs of several lead-
ing US shale-oil operators. — AP

Saudi Energy Minister keeping 
close eye on US oil producers
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EXCHANGE RATES

Al-Muzaini Exchange Co.

ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.697
Indian Rupees 4.597
Pakistani Rupees 2.921
Srilankan Rupees 2.026
Nepali Rupees 2.880
Singapore Dollar 218.270
Hongkong Dollar 39.463
Bangladesh Taka 3.823
Philippine Peso 6.092
Thai Baht 8.737

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 81.775
Qatari Riyal 84.224
Omani Riyal 796.388
Bahraini Dinar 814.270
UAE Dirham 83.490

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 21.800
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 17.398
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.231
Tunisian Dinar 134.260
Jordanian Dinar 431.710
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.043
Syrian Lira 2.185
Morocco Dirham 30.799

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 306.450
Euro 325.300
Sterling Pound 375.550
Canadian dollar 229.380
Turkish lira 83.620

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

BAHRAIN EXCHANGE COMPANY WLL
Swiss Franc 303.870
Australian Dollar 234.280
US Dollar Buying 305.250

GOLD
20 Gram 249.690
10 Gram 127.690
5 Gram 64.690

Rate for Transfr Selling Rate
US Dollar 306.100
Canadian Dolla 228.900
Sterling Pound 374.925
Euro 324.880
Swiss Frank 311.915
Bahrain Dinar 811.445
UAE Dirhams 83.730
Qatari Riyals 84.955
Saudi Riyals 82.555
Jordanian Dinar 432.905
Egyptian Pound 17.640
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.027
Indian Rupees 4.592
Pakistani Rupees 2.919
Bangladesh Taka 3.852
Philippines Pesso 6.088
Cyprus pound 168.095
Japanese Yen 3.690
Syrian Pound 2.430
Nepalese Rupees 3.870
Malaysian Ringgit 69.700
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 44.805
Thai Bhat 9.715
Turkish Lira 82.900

CURRENCY BUY SELL
Europe

British Pound 0.367030 0.377030
Czech Korune 0.003949 0.015949
Danish Krone 0.039442 0.044442
Euro 0. 317933 0.326933
Norwegian Krone 0.032145 0.037345
Romanian Leu 0.071088 0.071088
Slovakia 0.009195 0.019195
Swedish Krona 0.029913 0.034913
Swiss Franc 0.295573 0.306573
Turkish Lira 0.077967 0.088267

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.224187 0.236187
New Zealand Dollar 0.206924 0.216424

America
Canadian Dollar 0.222951 0.231951
Georgina Lari 0.138411 0.138411
US Dollars 0.302350 0.306750
US Dollars Mint 0.302850 0.306750

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003505 0.004089
Chinese Yuan 0.042940 0.046440
Hong Kong Dollar 0.037372 0.040122
Indian Rupee 0.002640 0.004737
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000018 0.000024

Japanese Yen 0.002608 0.002788
Kenyan Shilling 0.002980 0.002980
Korean Won 0.000257 0.000272
Malaysian Ringgit 0.065174 0.071174
Nepalese Rupee 0.002967 0.003137
Pakistan Rupee 0.002644 0.002934
Philippine Peso 0.005999 0.006299
Sierra Leone 0.000038 0.000044
Singapore Dollar 0.211775 0.221775
South African Rand 0.017583 0.026083
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001661 0.002241
Taiwan 0.009802 0.009982
Thai Baht 0.008390 0.008940

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.806293 0.814793
Egyptian Pound 0.012922 0.022175
Iranian Riyal 0.000085 0.000086
Iraqi Dinar 0.000195 0.000255
Jordanian Dinar 0.426566 0.435566
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000153 0.000253
Moroccan Dirhams 0.020184 0.044184
Nigerian Naira 0.000403 0.001038
Omani Riyal 0.789553 0.795233
Qatar Riyal 0.083363 0.084813
Saudi Riyal 0.080633 0.081933
Syrian Pound 0.001300 0.001520
Tunisian Dinar 0.129989 0.137989
Turkish Lira 0.077967 0.088267
UAE Dirhams 0.082011 0.083711
Yemeni Riyal 0.000996 0.001076

ABU DHABI: A partnership of US agribusiness
giant Archer Daniels Midland Co and Saudi
foods group Almarai is among potential bidders
for Saudi Grains Organization’s milling opera-
tions, the kingdom’s sole supplier, sources
aware of the matter said. Italian wheat supplier
Casillo Group and a partnership of Turkey’s TAV
Group, a construction and airports conglomer-
ate, and Saudi Arabia’s Al Rajhi Holding Group, a
real estate concern, are also considering bids,
the sources said. 

The state-owned Saudi Grains Organization
(SAGO), which handles the kingdom’s grains
purchases, is preparing to sell off its milling
operations by placing them in four specially
formed corporate entities while retaining other
functions. No details of the likely price of the
milling operations were yet available, and it was
hard to be precise as SAGO had never been run
for profit, according to the sources.

Saudi Arabia is selling off parts of several
state bodies in a bid to deal with lower oil prices
and diversify its economy under its “Vision
2030” reform plan. SAGO, one of the world’s
largest wheat and barley buyers, is expected to
be among the first to conduct asset sales, mak-
ing it a model for how others might proceed.

Both SAGO and its financial adviser HSBC
declined to comment on the agency’s privatiza-
tion plans. Almarai had no comment. ADM
declined to comment on “rumors or specula-
tion”. Representatives from the other companies
said to be considering bids were not immedi-
ately available for comment.

Deadline
SAGO is considering a deadline of as early as

the third quarter of this year for pre-qualifica-
tion of bidders, although that could change, the
sources said. One of the sources said the king-
dom was keen for Saudi entities, in partnership
with international companies with technical
expertise, to be part of the bidding process.
SAGO said in January it had set up four milling
companies in advance of a privatization
planned for later this year. This came after the
Saudi cabinet in 2015 approved the establish-
ment of four joint-stock companies bundling
the SAGO’s wheat and feed milling operations,
to be overseen by the state-owned PIF, Saudi
Arabia’s sovereign wealth fund, in coordination
with SAGO.

According to a document by consulting
group strategy& posted on SAGO’s website, the

agency would divide up its milling operations
between those companies. SAGO would turn
itself into a regulator and retain control of
wheat purchasing and storage, it said. A sepa-
rate, more recent draft of the privatization plan
seen by Reuters added that the four companies
would be expected to buy wheat from the gov-
ernment at subsidized rates and sell the output
at fixed prices. SAGO’s 12 mills currently have a
combined milling capacity of 13,980 metric
tons per day, it said. According to the strategy&
document, two more milling operations are
expected to be on stream by 2025.

Saudi Arabia has become a major importer
of wheat and barley since abandoning plans for
self-sufficiency in 2008, as farming in the desert
drained scarce water supplies. One of the pri-
mary aims of the SAGO privatization drive is to
allow it to expand its grain storage operations
in order to cater to the kingdom’s fast-growing
population, one of the sources said. The agency
currently imports the kingdom’s entire wheat
supply of around 3.5 million metric tons a year.
It has said that demand for wheat is expected to
grow at an annual rate of 3.2 percent to reach
4.5 million tons a year by 2025, largely due to
population growth. —Reuters

ADM and Almarai among companies 
eyeing Saudi grains agency asset sale 

Casillo, TAV, Al Rajhi also potentially interested

KUWAIT: American truck owners who value
Built Ford Tough pickups are taking in some
more great news: Ford F-150 is JD Power’s 2017
Vehicle Dependability Study award recipient for
large light duty pickup. “All customers demand
quality vehicles, and truck customers depend
on toughness and reliability most of all,” said
Bennie Fowler, Ford group vice president for
quality. “That’s why Built Ford Tough is much
more than a slogan. It’s how we develop the F-
150 and how we deliver on our promise to cus-
tomers to continuously improve America’s
favorite pickup truck.”

In January, Ford celebrated a major mile-
stone as F-Series became the top-selling truck
in the United States for the 40th consecutive
year and the best-selling vehicle for 35 years.
Ford has sold more than 26 million F-Series
trucks since January 1977. Ford research shows
F-150’s dependability - paired with its capability
and toughness - is a key differentiator for the
truck over the competition. Truck shoppers say
they prioritize a pickup truck’s quality above all
other attributes. 

In addition to F-150 ranking highest among
large light duty pickups, Ford takes home sec-
ond most-improved brand in a tie in the annual
J.D. Power Vehicle Dependability Study. To
explore the 2017 Ford F-150 truck line up, please
visit the Alghanim Auto New Vehicle Showroom
in the Shuwaikh Industrial Area, opposite from
the Classical Car Museum and Sirbb Circuit.
Working hours are 9AM to 10PM from Saturday
to Thursday and 2PM to 8PM on Fridays. For
more information, please call the customer care
center at 1898900; visit www.fordalghanim.com;
or on social media @FordAlghanim. 

F-150 ‘Dependability Award’ 
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BEIJING: China unexpectedly posted its first
trade gap in three years in February as a construc-
tion boom pushed imports much higher than
expected and as increasing US protectionist rhet-
oric casts a spotlight on the export giant’s trade
position. The upbeat import reading reinforced
the growing view that economic activity in China
picked up in the first two months of the year,
adding to a global manufacturing revival.

That could give China’s policymakers more
confidence to press ahead this year with oft-
delayed and painful structural reforms such as
tackling a rapid build-up in debt. “We suspect that
this largely reflects the boost to import values
from the recent jump in commodity price infla-
tion, but it also suggests that domestic demand
remains resilient,” Julian Evans-Pritchard at Capital
Economics said in a note. The surprise monthly
deficit also comes as US President Donald Trump
focuses increased attention on China’s large and
persistent run on trade surpluses with the US and
as global efforts to ward off trade protectionism
face growing difficulties.

China’s imports surged 38.1 percent from a
year earlier, the biggest increase since February
2012, official data showed yesterday, while
exports unexpectedly fell 1.3 percent. That left
the country with a trade deficit of $9.15 billion for
the month, the General Administration of

Customs said. Most analysts, however, attributed
the rare trade gap to distortions caused by the
long Lunar New Year celebrations, which began in
late January this year but fell in February in 2016. 

Many businesses shut for a week or more and
factory production and port operations can be
significantly affected. “All deficits since 2005 have
been in either the Lunar New Year month or in one
of the months around the Lunar New Year month,”
ING’s Chief Asia Economist Tim Condon wrote in a
note. “Like those earlier ones, we expect
February’s to be a one-off and the full-year trade
surplus will be close to 2016’s 3.4 trillion yuan.”

Still, combined January and February data
showed China’s trade rose 13.3 percent from the
same period a year earlier, suggesting real
improvement in underlying demand at home
and abroad. That also jives with strong China
factory activity surveys which showed growth in
both output and orders is accelerating. “Looking
ahead, we expect external demand to remain
fairly strong during the coming quarters which
should continue to support exports,” Evans-
Pritchard said. But he added that it was unlikely
the current pace of import growth can be sus-
tained as the impact of higher commodity prices
will start to drop out of the calculations in com-
ing months.

Analysts polled by Reuters had expected

February shipments from the world’s largest
exporter to have risen 12.3 percent in dollar-
terms, an improvement from a 7.9 percent rise in
January. Imports had been expected to rise 20
percent, after rising 16.7 percent in January. That
would have produced a trade surplus of $25.75
billion in February, roughly half that recorded in
January. China’s February trade surplus with the
United States fell to $10.42 billion, the smallest
since February 2014. China exports to the US fell
4.2 percent, while its imports from the US rose
38 percent.

Commodity boom
China’s first-quarter economic growth could

accelerate to 7 percent year-on-year, from 6.8 per-
cent in the last quarter, economists at OCBC wrote
in a note on Monday, while adding that the pace
may start softening in spring. As the government
ramps up infrastructure spending and developers
rush to complete new housing projects, steel mills
are consuming more iron ore and coking coal to
meet demand. With the economy on much stead-
ier footing than a year ago, the government has
trimmed its economic growth target to around 6.5
percent this year, Premier Li Keqiang said in his
work report at the opening of parliament on
Sunday. The economy grew 6.7 percent last year,
the slowest pace in 26 years. —Reuters

China posts first monthly trade 
deficit in 3 years; imports soar

Deficit comes as tensions with US grow

HUAIBEI: Chinese employees work on micro and special motors for mobile phones at a factory in Huaibei, east China’s Anhui province. — AFP 

MANILA: Desperately needed airports and
trains are part of Philippine President
Rodrigo Duterte’s envisioned “golden age
of infrastructure”, but graft, red tape and
other perennial problems threaten the
$170-billion plan. Unprecedented influxes
of money from China and Japan are key
planks of the hoped-for building frenzy,
which aims to rectify decades of under-
spending that has been one of the main
anchors on the Philippine economy.
Decrepit light rail lines in the capital of
Manila, which snake above ever-worsening
traffic that has come to be known as
“Carmageddon”, are among the most obvi-
ous symbols of the infrastructure problems. 

“The city is really suffering now from lack
of mobility, not only in terms of mobility, it’s
really the total absence of infrastructure,”
Duterte said last week as he described
Manila as “decaying”. Duterte and his aides
have repeatedly said the six years of his
administration will be the “golden age of
infrastructure”, with a record $168 billion to
be spent on 5,000 projects across the nation.

If the plans come to fruition, infrastruc-
ture spending would reach 7.2 percent of
the gross domestic product by 2022, when
Duterte is due to step down a huge
increase from 1.8 percent in 2011. The
Philippines ranks 95th out of 138 countries
for quality of infrastructure, and behind
most of its Southeast Asian neighbors,
Japanese-based financial services group
Nomura said in a recent report. It said the
lack of infrastructure was a huge drag on
economic development, citing a Japan
International Cooperation Agency estimate
of traffic costs in Manila alone as equivalent
to four percent of GDP.

Ambitions curtailed 
Infrastructure spending started to rise

during the administration of Benigno
Aquino, who stepped down last year, but his
much more ambitious plans were curtailed
by many problems that will also confront
Duterte.  “Financing is the least of the prob-
lems,” transport and infrastructure consult-
ant Rene Santiago told AFP, pointing to an
abundance of government funds plus
cashed-up local businesses and eager for-
eign investors.  “The biggest obstacle is the
implementation capacity of the government
infrastructure agencies.” Santiago, chief
executive of Manila-based business consul-
tancy Bellweather Group, said the govern-
ment did not have enough personnel with
the capabilities or experience to oversee
such a massive spending plan.

Another major issue is corruption. Aquino
was heavily criticized in some quarters for
not spending more on infrastructure, but he
said he had to slow down the contract-
awarding process in an effort to increase
transparency and minimize graft. About 10
to 30 percent of an infrastructure project’s
cost is typically lost to corruption, according
to Vincent Lazatin, executive director of the
Transparency and Accountability Network
in Manila.

Lazatin said this rose to 50 percent
when congressman were directly involved
in allocating national funds in a system
known as “pork barrel”. In a massive corrup-
tion scandal unearthed during the Aquino
administration, 200 lawmakers were impli-
cated in such scams. But, as part of an infa-
mous “culture of impunity”, few have been
brough to justice. Lazatin warned that
infrastructure projects financed by foreign
partners would also be vulnerable to cor-
ruption. “It is in the negotiation process
(between the Philippines and the donor
nation) that deals can be made that are off
the books,” Lazatin said. — AFP 

Philippines aims for ‘golden
age of infrastructure’

MANILA: Workers are seen on scaffolding at a construction site for an expressway in
Manila yesterday. — AFP 

TOKYO: Japan’s economy grew more
than earlier estimated in the fourth
quarter as capital expenditure grew
at its fastest in almost three years,
welcome news for policymakers as
they begin to discuss how to wind

down years of massive stimulus. The
economy grew an annualized 1.2 per-
cent in October-December, less than
the median estimate for 1.6 percent
annualized growth but more than the
preliminary reading of a 1.0 percent

annualized expansion. The figure
translates into quarter-on-quarter
growth of 0.3 percent, versus a pre-
liminary reading of 0.2 percent
growth and the median estimate for
0.4 percent growth. A stronger pace
of growth will be a boon to the gov-
ernment as policymakers have been
counting on an increase in business
investment to drive future expansion
and increase low productivity.

However, growth is still not robust
enough to generate sustained infla-
tion that the Bank of Japan wants, and
the risk of rising protectionism could
discourage Japanese exporters from
raising wages, seen as key to boosting
consumption and economic activity
at home. “The economy will remain in
recovery mode, because we are see-
ing the benefits of capital expenditure
from manufacturers and the construc-
tion sector,” said Shuji Tonouchi, sen-
ior market economist at Mitsubishi
UFJ Morgan Stanley Securities.

“I am a little worried about the
strength of consumer spending. I am
still not sure how protectionism will
materialize, but this is also a potential
risk.” Private consumption registered
no growth in October-December, the
same as preliminary data. Sluggish
household spending has kept the
country in prolonged deflation and
been a key challenge for the BOJ in
meeting its 2 percent price goal via
its massive bond buying program.
Households cut spending for the 11th
straight month in January even as the
job market tightened further, sepa-
rate data showed earlier this month.
Private consumption accounts for
around 60 percent of GDP.    

Stronger capex
The capital expenditure compo-

nent of GDP rose 2.0 percent from the
previous quarter, which was more
than the forecast for 1.7 percent
growth, and faster than the prelimi-
nary 0.9 percent. The revised data
showed capital expenditure grew at
the fastest since a 2.3 percent quar-
terly rise in January-March 2014.
Increased investment from the real
estate sector, construction compa-
nies, food processing companies and
electronics makers drove gains in
capex, a Cabinet Office official said.
Some economists expect capital
expenditure to increase further as
companies will soon have to start
investing in more efficient equipment
to deal with a shrinking pool of work-
ers as the population ages. —Reuters

Japanese GDP revised up as capex 
rises at fastest in almost 3 years
Growth picture improves, but risks remain

TOKYO: Cars are driven out of a cargo ship at a pier in Tokyo. Japan’s econ-
omy expanded by a revised 0.3 percent in the last quarter of 2016, govern-
ment data showed yesterday. — AFP 

LONDON: Britain has raised its fore-
casts for economic growth this year
but is more downbeat about the fol-
lowing three years, finance minister
Philip Hammond said in the first full
budget since the referendum deci-
sion to leave the European Union.
Delivering his budget statement just
weeks before Prime Minister Theresa
May is expected to kick off the
process of leaving the EU, Hammond
said Britain’s economy had “contin-
ued to confound the commentators”
with its growth in 2016.

“As we start our negotiations to
exit the European Union, this
Budget takes forward our plan to
prepare Britain for a brighter
future,” Hammond told parliament.
“It provides a strong and stable
platform for those negotiations.”
Britain’s economy is now expected
to grow by 2.0 percent in 2017, up
sharply from a forecast of 1.4 per-
cent made in the latest round of
official forecasts in November,
according to the Office for Budget
Responsibility (OBR).

However, the growth outlook for
this year remained lower than a
forecast of 2.2 percent made a year

ago, before the unexpected Brexit
vote which is expected to weigh on
the economy in the years ahead.
Furthermore, the forecasts for
growth 2018, 2019 and 2020 were
lowered from November’s outlook.
Hammond has previously said that
rather than use the better outlook
to spend more, he will focus on
eliminating what remains one of
the biggest budget deficits among
the world’s rich nations, something
he is aiming to do in the first half of
the next decade.

Hammond, nicknamed
‘Spreadsheet Phil’ for his unflashy
approach to running the economy,
wants to build up a reserve fund in
case he needs to help Britain’s econ-
omy through a Brexit slowdown
ahead. The Brexit vote in June,
which will separate Britain from the
EU which buys about half of its
exports, had been expected to
deliver a quick and heavy below to
the economy. Instead, consumers
continued to spend heavily and
helped the economy to grow by 1.8
percent, faster than all other Group
of Seven economies in 2016 bar
Germany. — Reuters

UK sees brighter 2017 
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LONDON: The dollar steadied yesterday, with
investors broadly taking a “wait-and-see”
approach ahead of a US labor market report
later in the week, which follows a European
Central Bank policy meeting.  The greenback
last week hit a two-month high against a bas-
ket of currencies, as hawkish comments from
US Federal Reserve officials drove a dramatic
revision of investors’ expectations of a March
hike, from around a 30 percent chance to
around an 87 percent chance now. 

But having rallied almost 2.5 percent over
the past five weeks, the US currency is now

sitting in a narrow range, with a rate increase
next week seen essentially as a done deal,
and Friday’s non-farm payrolls report there-
fore seen as unlikely to move the dollar
much. It was flat against the basket yesterday
at 101.89. While the Fed looks set to hike
rates for the third time in 18 months, the ECB
looks l ikely to keep its monetar y policy
expansionary when it meets today, despite
rising inflationary pressures. 

The euro, which has fallen almost 5 per-
cent against the dollar since the election of
US President Donald Trump, inched down 0.1

percent yesterday to $1.0557, staying com-
fortably within the $1.0450-$1.0850 range its
has traded in for the past two months. “We’re
just waiting for tomorrow now - the ECB -and
then after tomorrow we’re going to be wait-
ing for next week and the Fed,” said DZ Bank
currenc y strategist  Sonja Mar ten,  in
Frankfurt. 

“The ECB is the more interesting of the
two, because with the Fed it ’s clear that
they’re going to hike rates,” she said.  “The
inflation rate is finally rising (but)... my best
guess is that (ECB President Mario) Draghi is

going to succeed tomorrow to keep
things on a fairly even keel.” The Swiss
franc was little changed at 1.0135 per
dollar  af ter  retreating to 1.0170
overnight, its weakest since Jan 11, hurt
by a rise in the Swiss National Bank’s for-
eign exchange reserves, and statements
from SNB Chairman Thomas Jordan that
the franc was “significantly over-valued.”

The dollar was also flat at 113.96 yen
after  r is ing modestly to 114.160
overnight. The greenback has had a dif-
ficult time staying above the 114 yen

threshold amid uncer tainty about
Washington’s potentially protectionist
trade stance. Trump’s administration is
expected to react should the dollar gain
strongly against the currencies of major
trade partners such as Germany, Japan
and China. Masafumi Yamamoto, chief
forex strategist at Mizuho Securities in
Tokyo, said coming events including the
US Treasur y ’s semi-annual currency
report in April are events that “could
push the trade theme to the fore” for the
US administration. — Reuters 

Dollar steadies as investors eye US jobs data, ECB 
ECB seen keeping policy expansive despite rising inflation

DIVO: Women press the pulp of the fruit of oil palms to make palm oil at an artisinal
workshop in Divo. Ivory Coast is the world’s leading producer of cashew nuts and
cola, along with cocoa. It also leads the field in Africa for banana growing and takes
second place for palm oil and third place for cotton and coffee. — AFP 

LONDON: European shares edged up yes-
terday after minor gains in Asia as Chinese
import data signaled a recovering econo-
my, while the dollar rose before jobs num-
bers that could help cement expectations
that US interest rates will rise next week.
The pan-European STOXX 600 index
inched up 0.1 percent, after falling for the
previous four trading days. Banks rose,
while healthcare stocks fell after US
President Donald Trump said on Tuesday
he was developing a plan to encourage
competition in the drug industry.  

Britain’s blue-chip FTSE 100 index rose
0.1 percent before finance minister Philip
Hammond unveils his first budget since
the UK voted to leave the European
Union.  China’s imports in February grew
44.7 percent from a year earlier on a
yuan-denominated basis and 38.1 per-
cent in dollar terms, accelerating from the
previous month and leading to a rare
trade deficit. Exports rose 4.2 percent.
That briefly pushed the MSCI’s broadest
index of Asia-Pacific shares outside Japan
higher, although it later traded flat.
Mainland Chinese shares dipped but
Hong Kong stocks rose 0.4 percent.

Sterling was an underperformer on
currency markets, down 0.3 percent at
$1.2161, having fallen to a fresh seven-
week low of $1.2158. Below-forecast con-
sumer spending data on Tuesday pushed
the pound lower as it came after months
of robust numbers and suggested the
economy might be slowing.  The dollar
rose 0.2 percent against a basket of cur-
rencies. It hit a seven-week high last week
as a host of Federal Reserve officials
talked up the chances of a rise in interest
rates as soon as the March 14-15 meeting.

Some analysts are waiting for tomor-

row’s US jobs data as a final piece of evi-
dence supporting a 25 basis point rise,
which futures prices indicate is an 83
percent probability. Investors will also be
aler t to signs of how many hikes to
expect in 2017. Private -sector US
employment data is due today. The euro
weakened 0.1 percent to $1.0555 a day
before a meeting of European Central
bank policymakers. The yen was margin-
ally stronger at 113.92 per dollar. 

“Unless the market were to price in a
significantly more upbeat picture for the
US, which would imply the Fed might
move much more dynamically than is cur-
rently priced in, whether they hike two
time or three times this year isn’t going to
matter for the dollar,” said Sonja Marten,
FX strategist at DZ Bank in Frankfurt. ECB
asset buying to stimulate the euro zone
economy is among factors that have
pushed yields on short-dated German
government bonds to record lows in
recent weeks.

Two-year yields edged down 1 basis
point to minus 0.88 percent while 10-year
yields rose 4 bps to 0.36 percent, taking
the gap between them to 122 bps, its
widest since July 2014. Germany sells 4
billion euros of five-year bonds yesterday.
Oil prices fell in anticipation of data
expected to show growing US crude
stockpiles. Brent, the international bench-
mark, fell 31 cents a barrel to $55.61. “Oil is
range-bound. If prices dip below $50 a
barrel, OPEC will cut more; if it goes above
$55 the US will produce more,” said
Jonathan Barratt, chief investment officer
at Ayers Alliance in Sydney. Gold fell 0.3
percent to $1,211 an ounce, weighed
down by the prospect of higher US inter-
est rates. — Reuters

Europe stocks inch up
Oil down before US stockpiles numbers

HOUSTON: Royal Dutch Shell is ramp-
ing its North American shale output
earlier than planned to lock in quick
returns from what has become one of
its most profitable businesses, the
head of Shell’s unconventional energy
business said. The Anglo-Dutch com-
pany plans to make shale oil and gas
in the United States, Canada and
Argentina a key engine of growth in
the next decade, targeting output of
around 500,000 barrels of oil equiva-
lent per day (boepd), Greg Guidry told
Reuters in an interview.

A drive to cut the cost of producing
oil and gas from US shale deposits has
proven so effective that Shell has
accelerated development plans,
Guidry said on the sidelines of the
CERAWeek industry conference in
Houston. It aims to boost output by
140,000 boepd over the next three
years in the Permian basin in West
Texas and the Duvernay region in
Canada, said Guidry, an executive vice
president. Shell had previously
expected to hit that target after 2020.

Shell produces 280,000 boepd in
shale- a tenth of the company’s over-
all output of 2.8 million boepd in
2016. The f irm is  targeting an
increase in global output to around 4
million boepd by 2020. The world’s
top oil and gas companies such as
Shell, Exxon Mobil and Chevron have
traditionally focused on developing
complex projects such as offshore

fields and liquefied natural gas plants
that are expensive and take years to
complete. 

The sharp drop in oil prices since
2014 - a barrel is currently worth
around $56 - has pushed boards to
increasingly look at shale, which is
cheaper and faster to develop. Since
2013, Shell has overhauled its shale
business, selling assets and streamlin-
ing operations to better compete
with smaller, more nimble shale-
focused producers. Shell’s shale out-
put is profitable with oil prices at $40
a barrel, with the most productive
wells at an even lower breakeven,
Guidry said. Exxon and Chevron are
betting heavily on shale output in the
coming years.  Shell ’s short-term
growth will mostly come from deep-
water production in Brazil as well as
LNG projects. Further expansion in
shale beyond the next three years is a
possibility, Guidry said.

Vaca Muerta
Shell is also developing shale

capacity in the Vaca Muerta region in
Argentina, where it last month
reached a deal with state-run compa-
ny YPF to invest $300 million. The
company will decide in around 18
months on whether to go ahead with
commercial scale development of the
unconventional formation in
Patagonia, where it holds around
250,000 acres, Guidry said.  — Reuters

Shell accelerates plan 
to boost shale output 
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BRUSSELS: The world’s financial leaders
may no longer explicitly reject protection-
ism or competitive currency devaluations, a
draft communique of their meeting next
week showed, promising only to keep an
“open and fair international trading system”.
Finance ministers and central bank heads
from the Group of 20 major developed and
developing economies will meet on March
17-18 in the German town of Baden Baden
to discuss the world economy.

It will be the first meeting of G20 finance
ministers attended by representatives of
the administration of US President Donald
Trump, who has more protectionist policy
views on trade. The draft communique seen
by Reuters, which may change before
March 18, appears to accommodate the
new US position. The draft, dated March 1,
drops the phrase adopted by G20 finance
ministers last year to “resist all forms of pro-

tectionism”. A warning against protection-
ism has appeared in G20 communiques for
more than a decade.

“The lack of any reference to protection-
ism in the draft is strange,” said one official
close to the preparations for the meeting.
“Maybe it is a minimum that everybody
could agree on.” The draft also no longer
contains the sentence, used in previous
statements, that the G20 should “refrain
from competitive devaluations” and should
not “target our exchange rates for competi-
tive purposes.”  Instead, it says: “We will
maintain an open and fair international
trading system” and “We reaffirm our previ-
ous exchange rate commitments.”

G20 communiques last year began
including a phrase that was part of Group
of 7 language for years: “Excess volatility
and disorderly movements in exchange
rates can have adverse implications for eco-

nomic and financial stability. We will con-
sult closely on exchange markets.” This sen-
tence is now also missing from the draft.
Japanese policymakers would not confirm
if the language on currencies will change
but said any modification won’t mark a
departure from the G20’s stance on
exchange rates. “Germany may want to
shorten this part of the communique ...  We
shouldn’t read too much into it,” said a
Japanese government official with knowl-
edge of the G20 deliberations.

“Currencies are important, but it’s too
early for me to say any more,” another gov-
ernment official said. “We’re still debating
what signal we want to send. Whatever it is,
we want to make sure it’s not misunder-
stood by markets.” Japan, as well as some
other Asian G20 members, fret more about
Washington’s protectionist rhetoric and its
impact on the G20 debate. “Protectionism

has become the new tsunami and we all
have to endeavor to protect ourselves from
it,” said an Indian government official who
deals with G20 negotiations.

Deflecting protectionism
G20 countries “are fighting a rearguard

action to deflect the protectionist approach”
of the Trump administration, said Eswar
Prasad, the former head of the International
Monetary Fund’s China department who is
now a trade and economics professor at
Cornell University. “The G20 is clearly strug-
gling to find a way to stick to its previous
policy statements on these issues in the face
of hostility from the new US government,”
Prasad added. Trump’s trade adviser Peter
Navarro said on Monday the $65 billion US
trade deficit with Germany, which holds the
G20 presidency this year, was “one of the
most difficult” trade issues. Bilateral discus-

sions were needed to reduce it outside of
European Union restrictions, he said.

Navarro’s comments followed his com-
plaints last month that Germany was
exploiting a weak euro to gain a trade
advantage, an accusation Berlin rejected
since the euro exchange rate is set by mar-
kets, mainly in reaction to the monetary
policy of the independent European
Central Bank. Trump has threatened
German car companies with a border tax of
35 percent on vehicles imported to the
United States, arguing that would make
them create more jobs on American soil.
His protectionist views have alarmed
German politicians and managers because
Europe’s biggest economy gets nearly half
its economic output from exports. The
United States is Germany’s single most
important trading partner, taking nearly 10
percent of its exports. — Reuters 

G20 draft no longer rejects protectionism 
Asian G20 members worry of protectionism rhetoric

ATHENS: People beat a police vehicle with sticks as Greek farmers protest against higher taxes outside the Agriculture ministry in Athens yesterday. — AFP 

ATHENS: Greece’s debt-ridden economy stagnated
in 2016, the national statistics agency said in a first
estimate yesterday, two days after quarterly data
pointed to a small contraction. 

“GDP in volume terms recorded 0.0 percent
annual rate of change in 2016,” Elstat said, adding
that the figure was derived from non-seasonally
adjusted quarterly levels plus updated data. On
Monday, Elstat had released fourth-quarter fig-
ures for 2016 that indicated an annual contraction
of 0.05 percent. 

This is in sharp contrast with the European
Commission’s estimates that the Greek economy
would actually register slim growth of 0.3 percent
in 2016. The new figures come at a time when
Athens is locked in crucial bailout talks with the
IMF and the European Union for its crisis-battered
economy. There are already deep divis ions
between Brussels and the Washington-based
lender, which believes that the Europeans’ expec-
tations of Greece’s economic performance are
too ambitious. 

Farmers protest
Meanwhile, Greek farmers clashed with police

in central Athens yesterday when a protest against
tax and pension reforms mandated by the coun-
try’s multi-billion-euro bailout turned violent.
Waving shepherds crooks, about 1,300 farmers
who had arrived in Athens from the island of Crete
overnight headed to the agriculture ministry,
which was sealed off by police buses. Tempers
flared after reports spread among the assembled
crowd that officials had refused to see a delegation
from the farmers, witnesses said. 

A number of farmers charged the building and
smashed windows of two parked police buses, with
police responding by using tear gas, dispersing
crowds into sidestreets. At one point some police
were cornered by men who pounded their riot
shields repeatedly with sticks. Riot police remained
at the scene, with some demonstrators occasionally
appearing to hurl stones at them. One demonstra-
tor punched a hole in a police bus window, placing
a large blue-and-white Greek flag in it. 

Shops in the area, a commercial district in
downtown Athens, were shuttered. Farmers have
been engaged in a long-running feud with Greek
authorities over social security laws introduced in
mid-2016 which force them to pay on imputed
earnings upfront, and higher pension contribu-
tions.  While most Greeks bore the impact of the
adjustment, it hit farmers particularly hard since
many previously did not make pension contribu-
tions. “The state is taking 75 percent of my income
... we all need meds to endure this,” said Manolis
Bobodakis, 42.

Greece is now engaged in discussions with
creditors on additional economic reforms required
to meet bailout obligations.  

The crisis-hit country signed up to a new credit
lifeline worth 86 billion euros in mid-2015, its third
since 2010. Farmers have also been hit by high pro-
duction costs triggered by the removal of tax
breaks on items such as fuel and fertilizer, coupled
with low prices. “It’s killing us,” said Panagiotis
Koutsomikos, 47, a beekeeper. — Agencies 

Farmers clash with Greek police
Greek economy stagnated 

KUWAIT: Flydubai yesterday celebrat-
ed International Women’s Day with an
all-female crew operating flights
FZ001/FZ002 between Dubai and
Doha. Captain Isabel Gonzalez from
Spain and First Officer Vaidehi
Chavhan from India were joined by
Cabin Crew from Korea, Moldova,
Morocco, Tunisia and Zimbabwein
welcoming flydubai’s passengers
onboard this special flight celebrating
women in aviation.

A group of flydubai’s female employ-
ees from across different departments
welcomed the flight crew upon their
return to the company’s headquarters in
Dubai: leading women from the airline’s
Commercial, Commercial Systems,
Engineering, Flight Operations, Human

Resources, Inflight Services, Legal,
Maintenance, Materials, Network
Control, Network Planning, Revenue
Management where represented.

“We celebrate women empower-
ment every day at flydubai and I am
proud of all of our more than 1,400
female professionals who contribute
to the growth and success of the air-
line. International Women’s Day is a
great occasion to thank the female
workforce in the airline for their hard
work and dedication”, said Ghaith Al
Ghaith, CEO at flydubai. More than a
third of the 3,770 employees at fly-
dubai are female with more than 1,000
female Cabin Crew members and
more than 30 female Captains and
First Officers. 

Flydubai celebrates Women’s 
Day with an all-female crew 

KUWAIT: Warba Bank, the best investment
bank in Kuwait as well as the best corporate
advisory, achieved international success in
its maiden sukuk issuance exercise - the
issuance of USD 250 million Tier 1 Mudaraba
Capital Certificates. A one week marketing
campaign succeeded in attracting investor
interest worth approximately $1.3 billion
from Kuwait, Dubai, Hong Kong, Singapore
and London attaining an oversubscription
of more than 5 times the sukuk issuance
size.  The bank’s CEO, Shaheen Hamad Al-
Ghanem, said that Warba Bank’s success in
attracting such diverse and deep investor
interest reflected the confidence of the
investment community in the bank’s per-
formance and its future as crafted in its
2017-2021 Strategic Plan. 

The callable $250.0 million perpetual
sukuk was issued at a coupon rate of 6.50%
with the first call date set for 14 March
2017. Al-Ghanem indicated that the suc-
cess of the bank in covering the underwrit-
ing of the sukuk which aims at consolidat-
ing the bank’s base capital through the first
tier of the capital, represents an indication
of the local and international investors’
trust in the bank’s future, based on the suc-
cesses Warba has realized over the past few
years; the bank has been able to establish
an advanced concept of Islamic industry
and reinforced its investment measures
since its inception.

Al-Ghanem also announced, “We see in
the success of Warba Bank in marketing its
sukuk a great achievement, not only for the
bank, but as well to the Islamic monetary
exchange sector. It constitutes an assur-
ance of the sound investment environment
and context of Kuwait, which represents
attractive factors for international investors
through providing new venues and oppor-
tunities for investments that meet their
aspirations and wishes”. 

He added, “Warba Bank has within a

short period of time been able to leave its
fingerprints and impact through its local,
regional and global investments in addi-
tion to providing arrangements for financ-
ing of big companies and institutions local-
ly and internationally.” 

Al-Ghanem confirmed that the high
traffic in underwriting in Warba Bank
sukukis a tangible proof that they consist a
good opportunity for beneficial invest-
ment; he also assured that the sukuk will
be posted in the Irish stock market and
Nasdaq Dubai. Al-Ghanem further con-
firmed that, in view of the bank’s achieve-
ments during the past six years and the
gratifying growth rate it managed in both
the assets or deposits, coupled with the
gains made, Warba is stepping steadily
towards achieving a leading position in the
Islamic banking sector.

Al Ghanem also explained that the bank
has entered into agreement with a leading
international consultancy company to put
together a new strategy for the bank until
2021. This new strategy is based on paving
the way for Warba to be the Islamic cham-
pion bank in Kuwait for corporate and
investment banking as well as digital first
retail business by boosting its digital infra-
structure capabilities; the strategy focuses
on consolidating the bank’s operations in
the sectors of corporate and investment
while expanding in the local market by
means of services and products that target
individuals and corporate in an appealing
distinctive way. Warba new strategy is tai-
lor-made to consolidate the bank’s market
share amongst other Islamic banks in the
local market, in particular, and in the bank-
ing sector in general; that is in addition to
maintaining a solid financial position that
secures and protects its shareholders.

Al-Ghanem concluded that Warba Bank
will continue during the year 2017 to
design new creative Islamic financing solu-
tions, catering to the need of the corporate
and investment sector in Kuwait. It is worth
mentioning that Warba Bank has earlier
obtained the approval of Kuwait Central
Bank and the CMA, which authorized the
bank’s board of directors to issue sukuk
and other financing tools in line with the
rules and regulations that meet the Islamic
Sharia and in accordance with the Islamic
banks’ standards concerning capital (Basel
III with full conformity with the laws and
ministerial orders relevant to the matter
subject to approval of supervisory and
monitoring authority). 

Warba Bank maiden
sukuk issue achieves
international success

KUWAIT: In collaboration France’s famous
Boucheron Jewelry and Watches Boutique,
the Commercial Bank of Kuwait (CBK)
launched a special offer for its ‘Premier
Banking’ clients this month so that they can
purchase special gifts for the Mother’s Day.

Boucheron has a special variety of valuable
jewelry and watches specially designed for
Kuwait and inspired by its nature and land-
marks. The offer is valid till March 31 at
Boucheron’s luxurious store - the Prestige
Zone, the Avenues Mall. 

CBK marks Mother’s Day
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KUWAIT: Huawei, a leading global Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) solutions provider, yester-
day launched its landmark ‘Huawei Kuwait Innovation and
Training Center’ to advance local ICT skills and provide Kuwaiti
youth with hands-on experience on the latest technologies.
Huawei also signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
with Kuwait’s Communication and Information Technology
Regulatory Authority (CITRA) that will see Huawei and CITRA
boost cooperation in the ICT field through knowledge shar-
ing, technology support and consultancy to achieve the tar-
get of Smart Kuwait.  The inauguration ceremony took place
at Huawei Kuwait headquarters.

Huawei’s new Training and Innovation Center is aimed at
demonstrating and testing new and known solutions such as
Smart City and Safe City that will be the pillar of the future
society, relevant to both the public and the private sector. The
partnership with CITRA builds on Huawei’s long-term commit-
ment to creating a better connected Kuwait and sees both par-

ties working collaboratively to develop the local ICT industry in
alignment with Kuwait Vision 2035, as set by HH the Amir. 

“Huawei is committed to Kuwait’s vision of becoming a
Smart City and to deliver true ICT innovation that will see
the government empowered to meet the needs of its socie-
ty. We will achieve this through our technology-driven serv-
ices and our new Training and Innovation Center, which will
showcase the benefits of our technology in all aspects of
the society,” said Trevor Liu, CEO of Huawei Kuwait. “As
Kuwait’s ICT sector continues to grow and becomes a driv-
ing force in job creation and capability, Huawei will be right
there supporting the government’s vision to spearhead
innovation and advance the ICT skills of the local popula-
tion”, he concluded. 

The new Innovation and Training Center was inaugurated
in the presence of the Minister of Social Affairs and Labor and
Minister of State for Economic Affairs, HE Hind Subaih Barak
Al Subaih; the Chairman and CEO of Kuwait’s Communication

and Information Technology Regulatory Authority (CITRA), HE
Salim Alozainah; the Ambassador of the People’s Republic of
China to the State of Kuwait, HE Wang Di; Huawei Global
Region’s President and Board Member, Xiang Yi; Huawei
Middle East President, Charles Yang, alongside senior Huawei
executives, media representatives and other VIP guests.

Designed to serve as an ICT incubator and multi-function
training center, the 1,000 square-meter facility will provide
ICT training to more than 1,000 trainees a year which will
include public sector employees, partners, customers and
students. The training center will deliver advanced ICT train-
ing capability while creating a platform for Huawei to share
its latest innovations.  Guests at the inauguration ceremony
were given a tour of the facility which showcased Huawei’s
solutions for Smart City, Safe City and Smart Energy. They
were also presented with Huawei’s digital financial solu-
tions, and cloud data center which fuels the digital transfor-
mation of all industries. 

Huawei launches Kuwait innovation and training center 

KUWAIT: Featuring Formula One-inspired tech-
nology, ‘Project Black S’ is an exploration of a
new INFINITI high-performance model line.
Developed in collaboration with the Renault
Sport Formula One Team, Project Black S will be
revealed for the first time globally at a special
media event on the eve of the Geneva
International Motor Show.  

A radical reinterpretation of the Q60 coupe,
Project Black S features a stand-out, aerodynamic
design, and hints at how a unique-for-the-road
performance hybrid powertrain could signifi-
cantly enhance the dynamics of an INFINITI pro-
duction car. “INFINITI is the premium car manu-
facturer within the Renault-Nissan Alliance, and a
technical partner to the Renault Sport Formula
One Team, so it is natural that we come together
to explore the possibility of bringing innovative
high-performance hybrid technology to our cus-
tomers. INFINITI has constantly led the way in
making innovative new powertrain technology
available, and we’re extremely excited by the
potential of Project Black S.”

Roland Krueger, President of INFINITI - The
performance hybrid powertrain being explored
through Project Black S features an ‘energy
recovery system’ (ERS) to harvest energy, deploy-
ing recovered electric power to boost power and
torque. The result is instant, significant, lag-free

acceleration. Inspired by the dual-hybrid system
proven in Formula One, the technology does not
yet exist in a current road car. The reveal of

Project Black S in Geneva will help to gauge
potential public interest in high-performance
derivatives of INFINITI cars. 

Introducing ‘Project Black S’ 
An exploration of a new INFINITI high-performance model line

KUWAIT: Abdulmohsen Abdulaziz Al-Babtain
Company the authorized dealer of Infiniti vehi-
cles in the state of Kuwait offers their loyal cus-
tomers an amazing safety checkup offer with a
free 13 points checkup, 15% discount on labor
& 30% discount on parts only during the
month of March in its Al-Rai service center. This
campaign is a great opportunity for Infiniti
owners of 2014 and older models to do the
complete check-upon their vehicles at Infiniti’s
service center to ensure a safer drive. This offer

does not include body shop repairs. Infiniti Al
Babtain is keen to always provide the best
offers, especially vehicle maintenance and
services to meet the increasing demand of
Infiniti vehicles and to achieve the brands goal
to always be on top and to be one of the lead-
ing automotive brands.

Infiniti Al-Babtain also ranked first in the
After-Sales service category for the 4th consec-
utive year in 2016, Service Hero. Through this
achievement, Infiniti Al Babtain preserves the

trust in dealing with their customers and as a
result always gain their complete satisfaction.
This service is one of the main pillars of the
aftersales program provided by Infiniti Al-
Babtain for its customers. This unique awarding
is a result of Infiniti Al-Babtain’s continuous
strive to succeed, and is an incentive for contin-
uing its progress in developing its services and
offers to meet the needs of all community
members. Hence, Infiniti launched the march
After-sales offer for its customers to enjoy. 

Get your car ready with free check-up

WASHINGTON: When the bosses of some
of the world’s largest pharmaceutical com-
panies headed to Washington in January to
meet US President Donald Trump, it had all
the makings of a potentially hostile meet-
ing. Just weeks before, Trump had sent
drug stock prices plummeting after accus-
ing the companies of “getting away with
murder” by charging too much for medi-
cines. But the Trump who greeted chief
executives of Johnson & Johnson, Novartis,
Merck, Eli Lilly, Celgene and Amgen on Jan.
31 was a surprisingly genial host who even
gave them a personal tour of the Oval
Office, according to several participants in
the breakfast.

“There is no question that it was better
than it could have been or we thought it
could be,” said one industry insider familiar
with the meeting. Trump did not repeat his
public attacks on the industry.  Instead, he
focused on “outdated” regulations that
drive costs up for drugmakers, according to
participants interviewed by Reuters. The
CEOs left with Trump’s word that he would
streamline regulations and reform the high
US corporate tax rate. 

Since taking office on Jan 20, Trump has
held at least nine meetings with groups of
business leaders, including automakers,
airlines, retailers and health insurers. In
early morning or late-night tweets and in
speeches, Trump has lambasted many of
these companies for cost over-runs, or
high prices, or foreign manufacturing,
often knocking down their share prices.
But Reuters interviews with nearly a dozen
executives and lobbyists who have taken
part in these meetings or have been
briefed on them reveal a Trump who is
very different from his uncompromising
and demanding @realDonaldTrump
Twitter handle.

Flexible and inquisitive
When he meets the nation’s top chief

executives in person, he is a mix of charm
and cajoling. This Trump is flexible and
inquisitive, a schmoozer who remembers
birthdays and often lavishes praise on their
companies, said the people, who spoke on
condition of anonymity so they could freely
discuss private meetings. This private side
of Trump sheds light on why many CEOs
have expressed confidence that the
Republican president is good for business,
despite his share-denting public attacks. As
recently as Tuesday, Trump tweeted he was
working on a system to increase competi-
tion in the health industry and lower drug
pricing, sending pharma shares lower. 

In the White House meetings, Trump
focuses much of his talk on cutting regula-
tions, the sources said, underscoring one of
his administration’s key priorities - getting
rid of rules imposed by his predecessor
Barack Obama. He typically asks which reg-
ulations are holding businesses back from
adding new jobs and promises to resolve
the issues, executives say. “He said one
thing for the cameras and the door shuts
and then it’s like kumbaya,” said one person
who was briefed on a meeting between
Trump and a group of CEOs.

“He likes to be seen as engaging and
buddy buddy with other big important
business leaders,” said this person. A former
businessman, Trump runs his closed-door
meetings with CEOs as if they were a cor-
porate board meeting, attendees said. In
contrast to his doctrinaire tweets, he likes
to seek input from everyone at the table,
and compared to former presidents Barack
Obama and George W. Bush, conversations
are less scripted. 

Trump’s approach to these meetings is
“one of listening and not lecturing”, said a

senior White House official who has partici-
pated in industry meetings. “I’ve seen a
president who is listening and asking ques-
tions to get to how he can create a thriving
economy,” the official said. An Amgen
spokeswoman said Trump made it clear
that he wanted to work with the company
on US job creation and biotech innovation.
Representatives of the other drugmakers
declined to comment. 

Showing off the drapes
Because so little is known about how

Trump interacts privately with CEOs, trade
groups and company officials have begun
to swap tips on how to approach their
meetings with him. “There is this undercur-
rent of information sharing about what to
expect, what to do,” said one trade group
official who prepared CEOs for a recent
meeting with Trump. He said he has gotten
a flurry of calls from other industries next in
line for a White House visit.

At the end of most meetings, Trump leads
CEOs into the Oval Office, showing off paint-
ings, sculptures and the furniture, as well as
the rug and curtains he has picked out. He
also points out a bust of Martin Luther King
Jr., which he inherited from Obama. Then he
takes a group photo behind the desk. “He
becomes tour guide and brings them over to
the Oval Office,” the same official said. “He’s
very proud of the Oval Office.” The White
House official said Trump recognized the
“awe” of the Oval Office. 

Birthday wish for Ford
Chief executives of Detroit’s top three

automakers - General Motors Co, Ford
Motor Co and Fiat Chrysler Automobiles NV
- were pleasantly surprised when they went
to the White House for a breakfast with
Trump on Jan 24. Since his election, Trump
has frequently attacked the car companies
for building in Mexico and warned US firms
would no longer be able to move US jobs
abroad “without consequences.” When
Trump entered the Roosevelt Room, he
greeted GM CEO Mary Barra with a playful
tap on the shoulder as he gently prodded
her to add jobs in the United States and lat-
er pulled out her chair before the meeting
started, a review of the video transcripts of
the first part of the meeting shows. 

He greeted Ford CEO Mark Fields with a
“Happy Birthday. It’s his birthday ladies and
gentlemen.” Trump said it was a “great hon-
or” to see Fiat Chrysler CEO Sergio
Marchionne. Trump did not specifically ask
them to build plants in the United States -
as he had tweeted he would before the
meeting - but instead listened to their com-
plaints about regulations and indicated a
willingness to help them, people briefed on
the meeting said. Ford declined to com-
ment and referred to Fields’ comments to
dealers in January that Trump had asked for
a list of regulations that automakers want-
ed cut or kept.

GM CEO Mary Barra said in a speech last
week that Trump “really listened” to the
automakers,  while Marchionne told
reporters at the Geneva auto show on
Tuesday that Trump was “quite willing to
make our lives easier” in terms of compli-
ance and taxes in order to encourage US
job creation. Trump has been complimen-
tary of his high-profile guests - and at
times playful. After Denise Morrison, chief
executive of Campbell Soup, introduced
herself in one of those meetings, Trump
quickly responded: “Good soup.” At anoth-
er, after Target Corp CEO Brian Cornell
spoke, Trump responded by pronouncing
the name of the company as “Tar-Jay,” a
common joke to make the retailer sound
more fancy. — Reuters

Trump’s genial private
meetings with CEOs

jar with public attacks 



t e c h n o l o g y
THURSDAY, MARCH 9, 2017

WASHINGTON: Clad in a blue t-shirt and shorts, the
average-size “man” is belted into a luxury Tesla
Model S for a very short ride with a very abrupt end.
The collision sounded like an explosion and left the
pristine electric car destroyed, glass and debris scat-
tered around the sad remains. The “man”-a technolo-
gy-packed, 180-pound (80 kg) crash test dummy-
was the victim of a single-car crash at 40 miles per
hour (65 kilometers per hour) into a solid wall. 

But the destruction is for the greater good. The
dummy’s sensors send a vast array of data to show
how he fared. They tell how hard and how fast his
head and body hit the steering wheel; the extent to
which airbags cushioned the blow; how well the seat-
belt worked; and whether any other body parts suf-
fered injuries. The results are used by automakers to
make safer vehicles, and the process has dramatically
reduced the number of deaths in traffic accidents.

Traffic deaths rising    
But contemporary driving habits are challenging

traditional efforts to keep the death rate on a down-
ward trajectory. In 2015, traffic deaths showed the
biggest increase since 1966, and were up even more
in the first half of 2016, climbing by over 10 percent,
according to the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration. Distracted driving, including texting
or talking on a cell phone while driving, accounted
for over 3,000 deaths in 2014, with over 400,000
injured, NHTSA said.

Automakers need to figure out how to avoid
accidents resulting from things like driver inatten-

tion, said Joseph Noland, senior vice president of
vehicle research at the Insurance Institute for
Highway Safety. Carmakers are adding features like
electronic stability control, forward collision warn-
ing and autonomous emergency braking. “These
technologies are coming very, very quickly, and our
studies show that many of them are very effective,”
Noland said.

But testing those new technologies is “really
going to be a challenge for us,” he said. Of the new
technology features, IIHS so far only tests the auto-
matic emergency braking. IIHS, which is funded by
the insurance industry, and NHTSA, a federal agency,
are the only organizations in the United States that
conduct crash tests. With a budget of just over $5
million for the 80 high-speed crashes it conducts
each year, IIHS estimates its test programs have con-
tributed to a dramatic decline in death rates: fatalities
were cut by more than half between 1990 and 2012,
to just 65 for every one million vehicles from 143.

Real-world crashes
“We look at the types of crashes that are injuring

and killing real people right now on the roads, and
then we develop tests to replicate that.” The test that
was used for the Tesla Model S, was a “small overlap”
crash test first introduced in 2012 to simulate a crash
into a pole or a tree. IIHS says many automakers
have struggled with it. The Tesla Model S did not
receive the top rating of “good” in the initial test late
last year, so the company requested a retest.
Manufacturers have to earn good ratings in all five

crash tests to be considered an IIHS Top Safety Pick.
In last year’s test, the driver crashed into the steering
wheel hard, because the seatbelt spooled out too
far, IIHS said. Tesla made changes to the design for
vehicles built after October in an effort to address
the problems.

For the tests, IIHS technicians send the car down
a 1,400-foot tunnel pulled by a cable, a system simi-
lar to a ski lift, and just before impact, it is released
from its tether. To the casual observer, the Tesla crash

looked terrifying, but the IIHS analysis will not be
available for a week or two, at which point it will be
clear whether Tesla was able to address the flaw and
get a coveted top rating. Jack R Nerad, vice presi-
dent at car reviewer Kelley Blue Book, told AFP the
safety ratings are key for automakers because con-
sumers gravitate towards the safer vehicles. “They
have changed car design very, very significantly.
From the second they first hit the computer screen,
the ratings are very important.” — AFP 

NEW YORK: The publication by WikiLeaks of
documents it says are from the CIA’s secret
hacking program describe tools that can turn a
world of increasingly networked, camera- and
microphone-equipped devices into eavesdrop-
pers. Smart televisions and automobiles now
have on-board computers and microphones,
joining the ubiquitous smartphones, laptops
and tablets that have had microphones and
cameras as standard equipment for a decade.
That the CIA has created tools to turn them
into listening posts surprises no one in the
security community.

How worried should we be?
The intrusion tools highlighted by the leak do

not appear to be instruments of mass surveil-
lance. So, it’s not as if everyone’s TV or high-tech
vehicle is at risk.  “It’s unsurprising, and also
somewhat reassuring, that these are tools that
appear to be targeted at specific people’s
(devices) by compromising the software on
them - as opposed to tools that decrypt the
encrypted traffic over the internet,” said Matt
Blaze, a University of Pennsylvania computer sci-
entist. The exploits appear to emphasize target-
ed attacks, such as collecting keystrokes or

silently activating a Samsung TV’s microphone
while the set is turned off. In fact, many of the
intrusion tools described in the documents are
for delivery via “removable device.” 

What can be done? 
Not much if you don’t want to sacrifice the

benefits of the device.  “Anything that is voice-
activated or that has voice- and internet-con-
nected functionality is susceptible to these
types of attacks,” said Robert M. Lee, a former US
cyberwar operations officer and CEO of the
cybersecurity company Dragos.That includes
smart TVs and voice-controlled information
devices like the Amazon Echo, which can read
news, play music, close the garage door and
turn up the thermostat. An Amazon Echo was
enlisted as a potential witness in an Arkansas
murder case.  To ensure a connected device can’t
spy on you, unplug it from the grid and the
internet and remove the batteries, if that’s possi-
ble. Or perhaps don’t buy it, especially if you
don’t especially require the networked features
and the manufacturer hasn’t proven careful on
security.  Security experts have found flaws in
devices - like WiFi-enabled dolls - with embed-
ded microphones and cameras.

I use whatsapp 
But exploits designed to infiltrate the operating

system on your Android smartphone, iPhone, iPad
or Windows-based computer can read your mes-
sages or listen in on conversations on the compro-
mised device itself, though communications are
encrypted in transit.  “The bad news is that plat-
form exploits are very powerful,” Blaze tweeted.
“The good news is that they have to target you in
order to read your messages.” He and other experts
say reliably defending against a state-level adver-
sary is all but impossible. And the CIA was planting
microphones long before we became networked.

I’m not high-value target
It may sound boring, but it’s vital: Keep all

your operating systems patched and up-to-date,
and don’t click links or open email attachments
unless you are sure they are safe.  There will
always be exploits of which antivirus companies
are not aware until it’s too late.  These are known
as zero-day exploits because no patches are
available and victims have zero time to prepare.
The CIA, National Security Agency and plenty of
other intelligence agencies purchase and devel-
op them. But they don’t come cheap. And most
of us are hardly worth it. —AP 

How can I stop my TV 
from spying on me? 

NEW YORK: Maybe the CIA is spying on you
through your television set after all.
Documents released by WikiLeaks allege a
CIA surveillance program that targets
everyday gadgets ranging from smart TVs
to smartphones to cars. Such snooping,
WikiLeaks said, could turn some of these
devices into recorders of everyday conver-
sations - and could also circumvent data-
scrambling encryption on communications
apps such as Facebook’s WhatsApp.
WikiLeaks is, for now, withholding details
on the specific hacks used “until a consen-
sus emerges” on the nature of the CIA’s pro-
gram and how the methods should be “ana-
lyzed, disarmed and published.” But
WikiLeaks - a nonprofit that routinely pub-
lishes confidential documents, frequently
from government sources - claims that the
data and documents it obtained reveal a
broad program to bypass security measures
on everyday products.

More privacy clashes
If true, the disclosure could spark new

privacy tensions between the government
and the technology industry. Relations have
been fraught since 2013, when former
National Security Agency contractor Edward
Snowden disclosed secret NSA surveillance
of phone and digital communications.  Just
last year, the two sides feuded over the FBI’s
calls for Apple to rewrite its operating sys-
tem so that agents could break into the
locked iPhone used by one of the San
Bernardino attackers. The FBI ultimately
broke into the phone with the help of an
outside party; the agency has neither dis-
closed the party nor the nature of the vul-
nerability, preventing Apple from fixing it.  

According to WikiLeaks, much of the CIA
program centered on dozens of vulnerabili-
ties it discovered but didn’t disclose to the
gadget makers. Common practice calls for
government agencies to disclose such flaws
to companies privately, so that they could fix
them. Instead, WikiLeaks claims, the CIA held
on to the knowledge in order to conduct a
variety of attacks. As a result, tech companies
such as Apple, Google and Microsoft haven’t
been able to make the necessary fixes.
“Serious vulnerabilities not disclosed to the
manufacturers places huge swathes of the
population and critical infrastructure at risk
to foreign intelligence or cyber criminals
who independently discover or hear rumors
of the vulnerability,” WikiLeaks wrote in a
press release. “If the CIA can discover such
vulnerabilities so can others.”

A big yawn to some
Not everyone is worried, though. Alan

Paller, director of research for the cyberse-
curity training outfit SANS Institute, said the
case boils down to “spies who use their
tools to do what they are paid to do.” He
said criminals already have similar tools -
and he’s more worried about that. Rich
Mogull, CEO of the security research firm
Securosis, said that agencies gathering
intelligence on other organizations and

governments need, by definition, technical
exploits that aren’t public.

If they’re authentic, the leaked CIA docu-
ments frame a stark reality: It may be that no
digital conversation, photo or other slice of
life can be shielded from spies and other
intruders prying into smartphones, personal
computers, tablets or just about device con-
nected to the internet.  “It’s getting to the
point where anything you say, write or elec-
tronically transmit on a phone, you have to
assume that it is going to be compromised
in some way,” said Robert Cattanach, a for-
mer US Department of Justice attorney who
now specializes in cybersecurity and privacy
for the law firm Dorsey & Whitney.

Sidestepping encryption
WikiLeaks claims the hacks allowed the

CIA to collect audio and other messages
from data scrambling communication apps
such as WhatsApp, Signal, Telegram and
Confide by intercepting data before it is
encrypted or after it’s decoded. The CIA did-
n’t appear to compromise the apps them-
selves, but rather the phone’s underlying
operating system.  WikiLeaks says the CIA
had separate teams looking for vulnerabili-
ties in iPhones and Android phones and
also targeted tablets such as iPads.
According to WikiLeaks, the vulnerabilities
were discovered by the CIA itself or
obtained from other government agencies
and cyberweapon contractors.

Cars, trucks and TVs
WikiLeaks also claims that the CIA

worked with U.K. intelligence officials to
turn microphones in Samsung smart TVs
into listening devices. The microphones are
normally there for viewers to make voice
commands, such as requests for movie rec-
ommendations. If the TV is off, there’s no lis-
tening being done. But WikiLeaks claims
that a CIA hack makes the target TV appear
to be off when it’s actually on - and listening. 

WikiLeaks says the audio goes to a covert
CIA server rather than a party authorized by
Samsung. In such cases, audio isn’t limited
to TV commands but could include every-
day conversations. Other tools in the CIA’s
arsenal target PCs running Microsoft’s
Windows system, according to WikiLeaks,
which says many of the attacks are in the
form of viruses designed to spread through
CDs and USB drives.

WikiLeaks also says the CIA was also tar-
geting control systems used by cars and
trucks. Although WikiLeaks didn’t have
details on how that might be used, it said
the capability might allow the CIA to
“engage in nearly undetectable assassina-
tions.” Microsoft said it was aware of the
reports and was looking into them. Apple,
Google and Samsung didn’t immediately
respond to requests for comment. In a state-
ment, General Motors said it would be pre-
mature to comment on the documents,
including its authenticity. But GM added
that it knew of no injuries or death resulting
from the hacking of a vehicle.  — AP 

CIA targeting everyday 
gadgets for snooping

LANGLEY: This photo shows the seal of the Central Intelligence Agency at CIA headquarters in Langley, Va. An alleged CIA surveillance program
disclosed by WikiLeaks purportedly targeted security weaknesses in smart TVs, smartphones, personal computers and even cars, and enabled
snooping that could circumvent encryption on communications apps such as Facebook and  WhatsApp. — AP 

Crash test dummies sacrifice lives for car safety

RUCKERSVILLE: A Tesla car is seen after a crash test at the Insurance Institute of Highway Safety in
Ruckersville, Virginia. — AFP 

NEW YORK: So, you use messaging apps like
WhatsApp or Signal or have smart TVs and PCs.
Should you worry that the CIA is listening to
your conversations? The short answer is no. The
long answer is maybe, though it’s still unlikely
you need to be too concerned. WikiLeaks reve-
lations describing secret CIA hacking tools
allegedly used to break into computers, mobile
phones and even smart TVs could certainly
have real-life implications for anyone using
internet-connected technology. In particular,
the WikiLeaks documents suggest the CIA has
attempted to turn TVs into listening devices
and to circumvent - though not crack - message
apps that employ protective data scrambling.

But for people weary of a seemingly con-
stant revelations of hacks, government spying
and security worries, the news came as no sur-
prise. “Today’s leaks definitely concern me, but
at this point I have accepted that security risks

are an inherent part of our modern technology,”
Andrew Marshello, a soundboard operator from
Queens, New York, said by email. “Since that
tech is so integrated into our society, it’s hard to
take the reasonable step - cutting out smart
devices, messaging apps, etc. - without sacrific-
ing a part of social life.”

While he’s “definitely worried” about deeper
implications of governmental hacking and sur-
veillance, Marshello says he won’t cut his iPhone
or modern messaging apps out of his life. But he
doesn’t have a smart TV and doesn’t plan to get
one, he keeps his microphone unplugged and
camera covered when he’s not using his PC and
he has voice recognition turned off on his
phone. He’s not alone. Last year, Facebook CEO
Mark Zuckerberg was photographed with his
laptop camera and microphone covered with
tape. Some online called him paranoid; others
suggested he was just being smart.

Why it matters
“What everybody should be asking is

whether any of this was shared with local law
enforcement,” said Scott Vernick, a partner at
the law firm Fox Rothschild who focuses on
data privacy and security. Meaning, whether
the CIA shared any of the techniques with the
FBI and with other domestic law enforcement
agencies that could employ them domestically.

Ed Mierzwinski, consumer program director
at consumer advocacy group US PIRG, said the
news should alert consumers to how vulnera-
ble internet-connected devices are. “You
shouldn’t be too concerned about the CIA
hacking you unless you’re doing something ille-
gal,” he said. “But this should be a wakeup call
for the average consumer.” He recommended
changing passwords on smart TVs, cameras and
other connected devices as often as you
change computer passwords. “Whether it’s your

refrigerator, smart lights you program from
your phone or your baby monitor, the security
systems in most ‘internet of things’ products are
actually dumb, not smart.”

Privacy fatigue
“At this point, I am so used to reading stories

about accounts getting hacked that it is to be
expected,” Matt Holden, an editor and social

media coordinator in Dallas, Texas, said via
email.  Holden worries about the safety of per-
sonal information like his social security num-
ber and financial details, but says he’s less con-
cerned about the security of his messaging
apps. “So long as I conduct myself in a way that
would mean I have nothing to hide, then I’m
not worried about the government taking a
look,” he said  — AP 

WikiLeaks fallout: Should you 
worry about alleged CIA hacks? 

Photo shows WhatsApp and Facebook app icons on a smartphone in New York. — AP 
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Al-Sayer Medical Company, one
of Al-Sayer Group of Companies,
held the 5th Kuwait Dental

Administration Conference and
Exhibition at Health Ministry under the
patronage of HE Jamal Al-Harbi,
Minister of Health and 48 specialists
and lecturers from around the world
spoke at the conference. The confer-
ence was an opportunity to engage
with internationally renowned special-
ists and professors from different areas
of dentistry through lectures and work-
shops of cosmetic dentistry, orthodon-
tics, surgery, dental implants, gum
treatment and root canals treatment. 

The conference was also a platform to
explore the latest products across these
specializations at the exhibition within
the conference. An exclusive booth was
set up and allocated for Al-Sayer Medical
Company to display its wide range of
dental products from the world’s largest
medical companies. The booth attracted
large number of visitors and attendees,
who inquired about the different prod-
ucts and services of the company. 

Al-Sayer Medical Company was rep-
resented by Mr. Bader Musaed Al-Sayer -
Secretary to the Board and Group’s
Business Director, Dr. Hossam Afify,
General Manager of Al-Sayer Medical

Company and a team of professionals
who guided and assisted the visitors in
addition to clarifying technical informa-
tion and details of such products.

On this occasion, Dr. Hossam Afify,
General Manager of  Al-Sayer Medical
Company said : “First of all, we would like
to congratulate HE Dr. Jamal Al-Harbi,
Minister of Health and Assistant
Undersecretary for Dentistry and
Conference chairman Dr. Youssif Al-
Douwairi on the success of the confer-
ence, which became one of the most sci-
entific conferences in dentistry in the
region that contribute to the develop-
ments of dentistry services in Kuwait and

give the opportunity for those working
in the field to exchange expertise and
the latest in the dentistry field. 

“This year’s participation in the con-
ference reflects Al-Sayer Group Holding
commitment to its social responsibility
for continuous development of health
care in all departments, In addition to
support Ministry of Health’s efforts to
enhance the health services provided
to citizens and residents as per Al-Sayer
Medical strategy to find integrated
medical solutions through our partner-
ship and representation of many
world’s leading medical companies,”
added Dr. Hossam.

Al-Sayer Medical sponsors dental conference

SAN FRANCISCO: As more states legalize
marijuana for humans, more pet owners are
giving medical-cannabis products to their
furry companions to treat a range of ail-
ments, including arthritis, anxiety, seizures
and cancer. But veterinarians say there isn’t
enough scienti f ic  data to show that

cannabis is safe and effective for treating
animals. Medical marijuana is legal in 28
states but remains illegal under federal law,
so there has been relatively little research
into its potential health benefits for humans
or animals. 

Veterinarians in California and other states

are legally barred from prescribing or recom-
mending cannabis. They risk losing their vet-
erinary licenses if they do. Despite the lack of
scientific data or veterinary guidance, many
pet owners are convinced that cannabis has
improved their animals’ health and well-
being, based on their own observations. —AP

SAN FRANCISCO: In this photo, Michael Fasman sits with his dog Hudson outside his home in San Francisco. —AP

Pot for pets: Owners treat 
sick animals with cannabis

Cannabis safe and effective for treating animals

CHICAGO: Gorging on bacon, skimping on
nuts? These are among food habits that new
research links with deaths from heart dis-
ease, strokes and diabetes. Overeating or not
eating enough of the 10 foods and nutrients
contributes to nearly half of US deaths from
these causes, the study suggests. “Good”
foods that were under-eaten include: nuts
and seeds, seafood rich in omega-3 fats
including salmon and sardines; fruits and
vegetables; and whole grains.

“Bad” foods or nutrients that were over-
eaten include salt and salty foods;
processed meats including bacon, bologna
and hot dogs; red meat including steaks
and hamburgers; and sugary drinks. The
research is based on US government data
showing there were about 700,000 deaths
in 2012 from heart disease, strokes and dia-
betes and on an analysis of national health
surveys that asked participants about their
eating habits. 

Most didn’t eat the recommended
amounts of the foods studied.

The 10 ingredients combined con-
tributed to about 45 percent of those
deaths, according to the study. It may
sound like a familiar attack on the typical
American diet, and the research echoes
previous studies on the benefits of heart-
healthy eating. But the study goes into
more detail on specific foods and their risks
or benefits, said lead author Renata Micha,
a public health researcher and nutritionist
at Tufts University. The results were pub-
lished Tuesday in the Journal of the
American Medical Association.

Micha said the foods and nutrients were
singled out because of research linking
them with the causes of death studied. For
example, studies have shown that excess
salt can increase blood pressure, putting
stress on arteries and the heart. Nuts con-

tain healthy fats that can improve choles-
terol levels, while bacon and other
processed meats contain saturated fats
that can raise levels of unhealthy LDL cho-
lesterol. In the study, too much salt was the
biggest problem, linked with nearly 10 per-
cent of the deaths. 

Overeating processed meats and under-
eating nuts and seeds and seafood each
were linked with about 8 percent of the
deaths. The Food and Drug Administration’s
recent voluntary sodium reduction guide-
lines for makers of processed foods and tax-
es that some US cities have imposed on
sugar-sweetened beverages are steps in the
right direction, Micha said. 

A journal editorial said public health
policies targeting unhealthy eating could
potentially help prevent some deaths,
while noting that the study isn’t solid proof
that “suboptimal” diets were deadly. The
study’s recommended amounts, based on
US government guidelines, nutrition
experts’ advice, and amounts found to be
beneficial or harmful in previous research.

Good ingredients
Fruits: 3 average-sized fruits daily 
Vegetables: 2 cups cooked or 4 cups raw

vegetables daily
Nuts/seeds: 5 1-ounce servings per

week - about 20 nuts per serving
Whole grains: 2 1/2 daily servings
Polyunsaturated fats, found in many

vegetable oils: 11 percent of daily calories
Seafood: about 8 ounces weekly
Bad ingredients
Red meat: 1 serving weekly - 1 medium

steak or the equivalent
Processed meat: None recommended
Sugary drinks: None recommended
Salt: 2,000 milligrams daily - just under a

teaspoon.—AP

Bacon, soda and too few nuts 
tied to big portion of US deaths

VIRGINIA: In this photo, Canadian certified organic farm-raised King Salmon
filets are placed on a tray in a store in Fairfax, Virginia. —AP

SYDNEY: Climate change was
responsible for breaking more than
200 Australian weather records over
the past three months, researchers
said yesterday, a glimpse of condi-
tions to come that will likely threat-
en energy security and agriculture.
Much of Australia’s east coast
endured its hottest summer on
record, the independent Climate
Council said, while torrential rain in
Western Australia caused flash
flooding. 

The sort of unseasonable condi-
tions seen between Dec. 1 and Feb.
28 would likely be recurring regular-
ly in future, the council said.

“I would say by 2025 or 2030,
the odds are we will see another
hot summer record set in Sydney
and in other places,” said Will
Steffen, professor of environmental
studies, Australian National
University and lead author of the
Climate Council report. The expect-
ed climate will strain the country’s
energy sector, the council said,
threatening yet more blackouts.

Australia saw several power out-

ages in different parts of the coun-
try after temperatures soared regu-
larly above 40 Celsius, with demand
for air-conditioning strained sup-
plies. Australia’s changing climate
also threatens one of the main pil-
lars of its economy, with agricultur-
al production vulnerable. “A really
bad year can just demolish crop
yields,” said Phin Ziebell, agribusi-
ness economist, at the National
Australia Bank.

Australia exported a record
A$50 billion ($37.98 billion) worth
of agricultural produce last year,
government data shows, which
helped soften the blow of a slow-
down in its dominant mining sec-
tor. The Climate Council report
comes days after another inde-
pendent report warned the impact
of climate change had caused per-
manent damage to Australia’s
environment. Australian scientists
said recently mass coral bleaching,
caused by climate change, has
destroyed at least 35 percent of
the northern and central Great
Barrier Reef. —Reuters

BEIJING: China announced plans on
Tuesday to launch a space probe to bring
back samples from the moon before the
end of the year, in what state media cast
as competition to US President Donald
Trump’s ambitions to revitalize US space
exploration. The Chang’e-5 lunar probe is
undergoing a final round of tests and is
expected to be on standby for launch
from August, the official People’s Daily
said, citing the China National Space
Administration.

The launch will involve new challenges
for China in sample collection, taking off
from the moon and high-speed reentry to

the Earth’s atmosphere, making it “one of
China’s most complicated and difficult
space missions”, Hu Hao, an official from
China’s Lunar Exploration Program, told the
paper. Chinese President Xi Jinping has
called for China to become a global power
in space exploration.

“Not long ago, the United States’ Trump
Administration revealed an ambition to
return to the moon. Our country also
announced a series of deep space explo-
ration plans,” said the official Science and
Technology Daily. “The moon is the first
stop for humanity’s march towards deep
space,” the paper said. —Reuters

China to launch lunar space 
probe before year’s end 

Australia’s extreme summer 
a sign of things to come

PARIS: Many animal species are
known to give off chemical signals to
attract sexual partners, but scientists
still debate whether pheromones
used in aphrodisiac perfumes actual-
ly play any role in human mating.
Yesterday, Australian researchers
added fuel to the fire by stating that
two naturally occurring steroids
widely thought to be appeal-boost-
ing human pheromones have no
impact on “mate perception.” The
chemicals-estratetraenol (EST) or
androstadienone (AND) — are
already a component of perfumes
that promise to leave the opposite
sex weak at the knees.

But the titillating effect may be
all in the mind, researchers wrote in
the journal Royal Society Open
Science. “AND and EST are unlikely
to be human pheromones,” said a
research quartet from the
University of Western Australia.
They tested whether those chemi-
cals-the lead contenders for human
pheromone status-had any effect

on 94 heterosexual men and
women in two lab experiments. In
the first stage, participants were
asked to indicate whether a “gen-
der neutral” face, created by com-
puter-fusing photos of people from
both sexes, belonged to a man or a
woman.

In the second, they had to
rate faces for attractiveness,
and whether they thought the
p e r s o n  h a d  a n  a d u l t e r o u s
n a t u r e  o r  n o t - p a r t  o f  w h a t
makes up “mate perception”. 

Being exposed to either AND
or EST during the experiments
made no difference to the par-
ticipants’ choices as they would
have done if  they truly were
pheromones, the researchers
found.

In previous research, men and
women reported that a person’s
scent affected their sexual inter-
est, and women often say they
place more importance on a
man’s smell than his looks. —AFP

Aphrodisiac perfumes 
likely fake: Study
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KUWAIT: As Rare Disease Day approach-
es, Lucy Jenkins Director of the Regional
Genetics Laboratories and Head of
Service for Molecular Genetics based at
GOSH reports that “taken collectively,
‘rare’ diseases are, in fact, quite prevalent.
With over 6,000 rare diseases, one in 17
people will be affected in their lifetime.
Rare diseases can also affect children,
and very sadly, 30 percent of patients
with rare diseases will die before their
fifth birthday,”

A rare disease is a condition, often
caused by a genetic defect, which affects
fewer than 5 in 10,000 of the general
population and includes diseases such
as childhood cancers, cystic fibrosis and
muscular dystrophy. However, several
conditions that are seen in relatively low
numbers around the world and are
classed as a rare disease have high
prevalence in the Middle East.

Kuwait has the highest rate of Bardet-
Biedl Syndrome in the world which is
reported to affect 1 out of every 13,500
infants in Kuwait. This is a rare genetic
disorder, which affects many parts of the
body including vision loss, obesity and
growth of extra fingers or toes. Like
Bardet-Biedl Syndrome, the symptoms
of rare disease can often be very serious,
making patient’s very sick or causing dis-
abilities that impact on how long they
will live and their quality of life. 

Reports state that there is an urgent
need to raise interest in genetic testing
and research in Kuwait and other Arab
countries. The number of individuals
identified with rare disease is continu-
ously increasing because of high con-
sanguinity and the improvement of
diagnostic methods in health care cen-
ters in the Arab world. 

To address this urgent need, this
year’s theme for Rare Disease Day is
‘with research, possibilities are limit-
less’.  In line with this theme, Lucy
Jenkins believes that research under-
pinned by translation into service is
the key in unlocking the answer to
many rare diseases and will, in turn,
help an increasing number of patients
from the MENA region. 

“In the future, we hope to see rarer
and genetic diseases mapped out
through research so that clinical scien-
tists like myself can provide a diagnosis
for even more families worldwide.” said
Lucy Jenkins. GOSH is home to 19
nationally commissioned services for
rare diseases and helped to treat nearly
100 children from the Middle East with
immunology problems last year.
Furthermore, collaboration between
the UCL Great Ormond Street Institute
of Child Health, GOSH and between
researchers and experts in the Middle
East will further advance the field.

An example of research offering new
hope to young patients with rare dis-
eases can be seen in the recent break-
through case of four-year-old Khalifa Al-
Qemzi from the UAE who was one of
the first children in the region to be
treated using the pioneering technique
of gene therapy at GOSH. At 6 months
old, Khalifa was diagnosed with severe
combined immunodeficiency (SCID); a
primary immune deficiency caused by
a genetic defect, which caused Khalifa
to have very little or no immune system
and unable to fight off infections. 

After being diagnosed with SCID at
6 months old, Khalifa was transferred
to GOSH age 11 months, in order to
evaluate the possibility of gene thera-
py to treat his condition. Over the
course of a week, bone marrow cells
were taken out of Khalifa, the faulty
gene was corrected, and then given
back. Seven months on from receiving
gene therapy, Khalifa’s immune cells
came back and his immune system is

now functioning properly. With 75
percent of rare diseases affecting chil-
dren, Lucy Jenkins discusses the frus-
tration families can have waiting for a
diagnosis; “with the nature of rare dis-
ease, it may be that one doctor, or one
institution may only ever see one
patient with a rare disease and so they
don’t necessarily know what symptoms
to look for which means children are
left undiagnosed and therefore,
untreated.” 

At GOSH, specialists see children
from all around the world, including
1,500 children from the Middle East
every year. Specialists gain exposure
and work with children suffering with
complex rare diseases on a frequent
basis. By specializing in treating a
number of rare diseases and investing
in pioneering research, the cumulative

experience builds up over the years
allowing experts to diagnose condi-
tions and care for children in a safer
and more effective way.

Quick facts on rare diseases:
l A disease or disorder is defined as

rare when it affects fewer than 5 in
10,000 of the general population.

l About 5000-8000 rare diseases are
believed to exist around the world.

l 75 percent of rare diseases affect
children.

l Arab nationals suffer from one of
the highest rates of genetic disease in
the world with an estimated 25 million
people affected.

l In Kuwait, a recent study shows
that an average of over 65 out of every
1,000 diagnosed newborn babies suffer
from genetic diseases. 

Requirement to raise awareness of 
rare disease among children in Kuwait

Lucy Jenkins Khalifa after Gene Therapy

Australia grants 
first cannabis 
farm license

SYDNEY: Australia’s first medical marijuana farm
received its growers’ license yesterday, opening
up domestic production of the drug for people
seeking relief from serious illnesses. The Cann
Group, who last month received a cannabis
research license, was awarded the cultivation
permit after a “rigorous on-site security assess-
ment.” “This major development will lead to
improved access to domestically produced
medicinal cannabis products for Australian
patients,” said Health Minister Greg Hunt.

“We are now making it easier to access medic-
inal cannabis products more rapidly, while still
maintaining strict safeguards for individual and
community safety,” he added, with more licenses
expected soon. While recreational use of
cannabis remains illegal in Australia, federal laws
were changed 12 months ago to allow its use for
medical purposes, in a move broadly supported.

Currently the government imports medicinal
marijuana from international suppliers, with yes-
terday’s announcement the beginning of a
domestic supply line. Research, including find-
ings published in 2015 in the Journal of the
American Medical Association, showed marijuana
has some effectiveness in helping treat chronic
pain. But there are concerns about side effects
and the issue of whether or not it works remains
a matter of debate globally. —AFP

Kuwaiti baby being treated at GOSH 

DAKAR: Seydou Walaga, a grey-haired farmer in western
Niger, lifts the hatch of his grain silo, a round hut made of
sticks and straw, to reveal piles of sorghum and millet. The
crops were harvested nearly seven months ago, the longest
a season’s yield has ever lasted him in the drought-prone
region of West Africa’s Sahel, a semi-arid belt below the
Sahara stretching from Senegal to Chad.    

“My family is still eating the grain I harvested last year,”
Walaga told the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID), which has taught him and other
farmers methods for increasing crop yields. “In the years
before, my crop only fed us for two months,” USAID quoted
Walaga as saying in a case study. 

The main difference, the farmer said, is a technique he
started using called zai, pits dug in hardened farmland and
filled with compost and manure. Seeds are planted inside at
the start of the rainy season, and the pits boost crop pro-
ductivity by concentrating scarce water and nutrients
around the plants. Zai is one of many techniques experts
say have made communities across the Sahel better pre-
pared to withstand drought since the last major dry spell in
2012 left 18 million people in need of assistance.  

Following that emergency, many relief and development
agencies in the region shifted their focus toward helping
people prepare for and survive drought, rather than only
providing aid after each recurring crisis. Five years on,
experts say the results are promising.  Thousands of farmers
have learned to use methods such as zai and stone bunds -
low walls that slow run-off - to boost crop yields and restore
large swathes of degraded land. 

Scientists have also created new ways to collect and dis-
tribute climate data, setting up effective early warning sys-
tems for drought. At the same time, the Global Alliance for
Resilience (AGIR) set up by the European Union and regional
bodies - has pushed African governments to engage more

in agricultural issues. But the approach has been scattered
and food insecurity remains high in the region. Many
experts say the next step is to scale up successful programs
to a national or regional level, requiring more long-term
funding and government support. 

Averting disaster    
Scientists say programs that track weather patterns are

critical for farmers in Africa where traditional methods of
predicting the weather have become less reliable due to cli-
mate change - and are a top candidate for increased invest-
ment. In Senegal, a project to provide detailed rainfall fore-
casts to farmers via radio programs made a significant dif-
ference during a 2014 drought, according to Robert
Zougmore of the Climate Change, Agriculture and Food
Security (CCAFS) program, which worked on the initiative
with Senegal’s meteorological agency.

The service notified farmers before planting time that
the season would be dry, and advised them to substitute
their regular crops with varieties that required less water.  “It
helped to avert a major disaster,” Zougmore, CCAFS’ West
Africa program leader, said. The program has since expand-
ed to reach up to 7 million rural people in Senegal, with sim-
ilar projects underway in Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger. 

While climate information services are crucial in the Sahel,
the interventions that work best come from the communi-
ties themselves and are low-tech, Zougmore said. Often the
techniques have been around for decades but farmers need
support to implement them or training to make them more
effective and sustainable, experts say. For example, in Chad
and Niger, the World Food Program (WFP) has paid villagers
with cash or food to build dams and dykes, dig zai, and
implement other projects that maximize water resources.

Nearly 1.5 million acres of dry farmland have been
restored in the past three years, much of it for use by the

very poor, said WFP Niger country director Benoit Thiry. In
parts of Niger, WFP is even beginning to phase out food
assistance because people have become self-sufficient, he
said. “We have been able to measure some improvement in
the resilience of the population,” Thiry told the Thomson
Reuters Foundation. “But there are lots of challenges.”

Long-term commitment
Directors of international aid and development programs

say they would like to work with communities over a longer
period but struggle to obtain funding to match. To create
lasting change requires at least 15 to 20 years of support,
said Sibiri Jean Zoundi, deputy director of an Organization
for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) plat-
form that oversees West African resilience network AGIR. But
five years is a more typical time-frame for programs such as
USAID’s Resilience in the Sahel-Enhanced (RISE) project,
launched after the region’s devastating drought in 2012. 

Through RISE, USAID has spread conservation farming
techniques and helped communities set up irrigation sys-
tems in especially exposed regions of Burkina Faso and
Niger. Some of the agencies with the longest history of
working to combat drought in the Sahel are not internation-
al aid agencies but regional organizations such as the
Permanent Interstate Committee for Drought Control in the
Sahel (CILSS), founded in 1973. 

CILSS scientist Seydou Traore said drought resilience has
been gradually improving since before the 2012 crisis.
Nevertheless there has been greater national and interna-
tional attention on resilience to drought since 2012, accord-
ing to Zoundi of the AGIR network. “It is too early to say
whether most countries could overcome or prevent a
drought, but they know what needs to be done,” Zoundi
said. “We have some very good practices in the region. We
just need support to scale them up.”—Reuters

Farmers in Sahel learn ways to avoid drought disaster
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ZugZwang (r) Academy Bangalore, India is excited to
bring world class mind-development programs for
children to Kuwait. Founded in 2012 by

BharathDivyang, a young IIT-IIM Alumni, ZugZwang
Academy has traversed eons in “Helping Children Succeed”
through his passion in Chess. Team Zugzwang has grown to
offer expert coaching on Robotics, Problem Solving, Coding,
Math and Language development among our courses.
Children learn important life skills at ZugZwang to work in

teams, analyze, plan and execute strategies at our programs,
sharpening them to use all their skills, knowledge and
resources in their pursuit of success. With over 1500 children
trained, ZugZwang is one of the most popular enrichment
education academies in India.

True to the spirit of “ZugZwang”, a German term in Chess
meaning “Compulsion to Move”, ZugZwang Academy helps
children grow to their full potential through fun and games.
ZugZwang is introducing this spirit in Kuwait with a 12 day

Spring camp from 18th - 30th March for children aged 5 -13
years. Children will attend Chess 101/102, Robotics Training
and Problem Solving Games for 4 hours every day with
expert coaches from ZugZwang India mentoring & coaching
the kids during this camp. Two convenient schedules to
choose from are 8 AM to 12 Noon or 1 PM to 5 PM. The
course format is specially designed to group participants in
similar skill level and ages, limited to 16 students per class,
with focus on individual attention and high quality stan-

dards. The camp also offers complimentary transportation, a
free Chess kit and 1 year Gold Membership on chesskid.com.
Find more about the camp at www.zugzwang.in/WizKid .

The organizers are excited to bring this first-of-its-kind
program to Kuwait and present this much awaited opportu-
nity for personal skill development for children. Team
Zugzwang is working towards opening a campus in Salmiya,
Kuwait by July 2017 where children can pursue and excel in
their passion and life.

ZugZwang WizKid spring camp 2017

Gulf University for Science and Technology’s students won a top tier posi-
tion at the final round of the Startup Kuwait National Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Challenge for Fall 2016/2017, held earlier this month

at the Kuwait Chamber of Commerce & Industry. The challenge rounded up the
top teams from different schools across the country, after several qualifying
rounds, to compete.

Seven teams from institutions and universities around the country partici-
pated, including Kuwait University, Arab Open University, and the Public
Authority for Applied Education and Training (PAAET), qualified for this round
after a grueling selection process. The remaining four teams were from GUST. 

The winning team from GUST was Techno Fun Games, composed of
Meshari Alabdulhadi, and Abdulmohsen Alfulaij; was mentored by Dr Ali

Roumani. Techno Fun Games is a gaming studio which sells smartphone
games and helps aspiring game developers learn how to prepare and sell
their own games. A game created by their studio, called Pass the Torch, has
been played more than 15,000 times, by more than 5,000 people in more than
100 countries, and managed to score a rating of 4.1/5 by users. Pass the Torch
was selected as the winner of Kuwait Imagine Cup competition held by
Microsoft last year.

GUST Vice President of Academic Affairs, Salah Al-Sharhan, said “The univer-
sity prides itself in fostering and developing our students’ talents. This competi-
tion is just one of the ways in which we can help develop not only our students’
ideas, but also specific skills such as conducting presentations, nurturing inno-
vative business ideas, entrepreneurship and teamwork. We are extremely

proud of our winners, and also proud of our students who went out of their
comfort zone, and participated in this event.”

GUST students who also made it to the finals include: Duaa Al-Mousawi,
Fajer Al-Qadeeri, Heba Al-Arradi, Lana Aboalnaaj, Saleh Al-Najem and Shahad
Al-Shenifi, and their supervisors Dr Mohamed Elian, Dr Ali Roumani, and
Muhammad A B Ilyas. 

Startup Kuwait is an initiative launched by Global Centre at Kuwait
University to encourage students to understand the challenges and opportuni-
ties of entrepreneurship, and be able to work on and launch their own business
ideas. As part of this initiative, students are encouraged to work on innovative
ideas which can be successfully turned into real businesses. The ideas go
through several rounds of filtering before qualifying for the final round.

GUST wins top tier position in the startup Kuwait challenge

In the framework of the first “Italian Design Day”
conference, held at the Khaldiya Camp of the
University of Kuwait on March 5th, 2017, HE the

Ambassador of Italy, Giuseppe Scognamiglio,
announced the winners of the Photo Contest
“Italian Style”, a competition launched last
November on the occasion of the “Italian Week”.
The announcement came after a speech by a
famous naval designer, Barbara Amerio, who illus-
trated the concept of excellence permeating
Italian design. 

The “Italian Style” Photo Contest was aimed to
highlight the inner beauty of interior designs-
whether it was furnishings, lighting, household
utensils or other items- and its relationship with
the surroundings, in terms also of the emotional
atmosphere generated by the interiors. 

Specifically, participants took a photo of any
piece of Italian furniture or design situated in a
Kuwaiti house, trying to convey its impact on the
surrounding environment. All photos matching the
aforesaid criteria were examined by a jury com-
posed of Kuwaiti and Italian experts in the field of
photography and design. 

1st place: Manal Ahmad Ibrahim
The participant was awarded one airplane return

ticket for the route Kuwait-Rome-Kuwait with
Kuwait Airways plus a purchasing coupon worth
100 KD at all 360 Style shops plus one invitation to
a lunch/dinner for four persons worth 50 KD at “la
Margherita” Restaurants.

2nd place: Sadek Ali Hashim
The participant was awarded one airplane return

ticket for the route Kuwait-Rome-Kuwait with
Kuwait Airways plus a purchasing coupon worth
100 KD at all 360 Style shops. 

3rd place: Ali JawadHussain
The participant was awarded a purchasing

coupon worth 200 KD at all 360 Style shops.

Italian Embassy holds ‘Italian Design Day’ 

1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place
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Dr Werner Daum, Germany’s ambassa-
dor to (South) Yemen, Albania, Sudan,
and Kuwait, has authored or edited

more than ten books on the cultural history
of Yemen, Sudan, and Ethiopia. He curated
several major exhibitions, including “Yemen -
3000 Years of History and Civilisation” which
attracted 330.000 visitors and was professor

at the University of Pavia (where he taught
early Islamic history).

Last Monday (6 March 2017), he present-
ed his lecture entitled “Egypt in Africa”. His
presentation signified the fact that Ancient
Egypt was not born in the Nile Valley, but in
the desert. The driver of these developments
was climate change, and the ensuing popu-

lation movements. During the period of the
“Green Sahara”, the Nile was a wild, torrential
stream, with practically no human settle-
ments. With the aridisation of the Sahara
(completed by app. 5300 BCE), some people
moved towards the river, others moved
southwards, into deeper Africa. 

Two of the world’s major language phyla

thus emerged in the same region to the
West of Northern Sudan and Upper Egypt. It
is obvious that their close neighborhood
and the shared economic and environmen-
tal conditions are reflected in their intellec-
tual environment, especially in how they
understood rulership, and in their religion.
In Egypt, these elements have undergone

considerable development. In the Nilotic
world, they have however been preserved in
their original form. Anthropological obser-
vation of the Dinka (the largest Nilotic tribe)
can thus provide us with unique insight into
the origins of the intellectual and religious
universe that shaped the splendor of
ancient Egypt.

Dr Werner Daum presents ‘Egypt in Africa’

Assalamu Aleykum.  Mesa Al-Khayr. Good Evening,
Ladies and Gentlemen. Welcome, ahlan wa sahlan.
It’s a pleasure for me to join you here in this beauti-

ful theater-in-the-round in what must be one of the most
unique architectural structures in the entire region.  

The Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural Center is an
important national institution for the State of Kuwait.  It
has put Kuwait on the cultural map in this region, and is a
symbol of cultural interaction from which Kuwaitis and
others will benefit for generations to come.  I applaud the
vision that made this center possible and I hope will con-
tinue to inspire its use.  The Center says its mission is “to
become a leading social and creative hub for Kuwait and
the region.”  It is an exciting, unique venue, and we wish it
great success. 

I am delighted to be the first US Ambassador to intro-
duce the first American performers to take the stage here.

This is the group’s second stop on a multi-nation tour that
started in Egypt. And it’s their first stop in the Gulf. You will
be taken on a true musical journey tonight. The group that
will play here tonight, Chelsey Green and the Green
Project, is a four-person contemporary jazz ensemble.  In
fact, the ensemble’s music is as diverse as America is, draw-
ing from multiple musical traditions and styles.  

The Project plays jazz, funk, classical, R&B, soul, hip hop,
and gospel - and I’m probably leaving out a couple of their
styles.  I understand that Dr. Green herself has described
the Project’s music as ‘classical, shaken and stirred.’

Chelsey Green and the Green Project is here thanks to a
partnership between the U.S. Government and an organi-
zation called the Association of American Voices.  Together,
they send American musicians around the world to give
performances and conduct master classes with music stu-
dents of all ages.  In fact, the Chelsey Green Project has

long dedicated itself to conducting performances and
musical workshops for youth and seniors alike.

The US Government has been sending American
musicians to the Middle East for decades; some of you
may be old enough to remember that in 1963, jazz great
Duke Ellington performed in the region with his orches-
tra, on a similar tour. The musicians we sponsor not only
perform, but educate and inform, in part to raise aware-
ness about the importance of protecting intellectual
property rights, or “IPR.”  

The protection of intellectual property concerns musi-
cians’; the illegal piracy of music damages the entire
recording industry, potentially denying all of us the bene-
fits of genuine creativity and stealing the fruits of artists’
and entrepreneurs’ creative property.  This is an issue that
concerns Kuwaiti musicians, other artists, and software
developers.

Programs like the visit of the Chelsey Green Project not
only bring great entertainment to new audiences; they
help us explain to young people how making a copy or a
recording of someone else’s work may legally equate to
theft and discourages the entertainment and innovation
they seek. 

Having said that, you are free to take photographs and
short videos of the band, and of course, we encourage you
to share them on Instagram, Twitter, and Snapchat. And
you can continue to connect with us in the Embassy;
“@usembassyq8.”

And now it’s my honor to introduce our performers to
you:  D. Chelsey Green, who comes from a truly musical
family, on the violin; Kevin Powe Jr, on the bass guitar;
Ignatius Perry, Jr on the piano; and Mr. Brian “Spyda”
Wheatley on the drums. Together, they are Chelsey Green
and the Green Project.

Remarks by Ambassador Lawrence R Silverman on 
Chelsey Green and the Green Project Performance
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01:00  Bloodrayne: The Third Reich  
03:00  Snakehead Swamp  
04:45  Forbidden Empire  
07:00  Fast & Furious 7  
09:30  Christmas Twister  
11:00  Hudson Hawk  
13:00  Code Of Silence  
15:00  Fast & Furious 7  
17:30  Close Range  
19:15  Reign Of Fire  
21:00  The Transporter: Refueled  
23:00  Pusher  

00:00  Insane Pools: Off The Deep End  
00:55  Gator Boys  
01:50  Ten Deadliest Snakes With Nigel
Marven  
02:45  Bondi Vet  
03:40  Yankee Jungle  
04:35  Tanked  
05:25  In Too Deep  
05:50  Escape To Chimp Eden  
06:15  Gator Boys  
07:02  Ten Deadliest Snakes With Nigel
Marven  
07:49  Insane Pools: Off The Deep End  
08:36  Call Of The Wildman  
09:25  Preposterous Pets  
10:15  Yankee Jungle  
11:10  In Too Deep  
11:35  Escape To Chimp Eden  
12:05  Tanked  
13:00  Preposterous Pets  
13:55  Bondi Vet  
14:50  Yankee Jungle  
15:45  Gator Boys  
16:40  In Too Deep  
17:05  Escape To Chimp Eden  
17:35  Tanked  
18:30  Ten Deadliest Snakes With Nigel
Marven  
19:25  Gangland Killers  
20:20  The Vet Life  
21:15  Tanked  
22:10  Escape To Chimp Eden  
22:35  Escape To Chimp Eden  
23:05  Gangland Killers  

00:35  Doctors  
01:05  Eastenders  

01:35  Poldark  
02:30  Last Tango In Halifax  
03:25  Ripper Street  
04:20  Orphan Black  
05:05  Doctors  
05:35  Eastenders  
06:05  New Tricks  
07:00  Doctors  
07:30  Eastenders  
08:00  Holby City  
08:55  Father Brown  
09:45  Doctor Who  
10:35  New Tricks  
11:30  Doctors  
12:00  Eastenders  
12:35  Father Brown  
13:25  Doctor Who  
14:15  New Tricks  
15:15  Doctors  
15:45  Eastenders  
16:20  Father Brown  
17:10  Doctor Who  
18:05  New Tricks  
19:00  Doctors  
19:30  Eastenders  
20:05  Father Brown  
21:00  Holby City  
22:00  Mum  
22:30  Uncle  
23:00  The Detectorists  
23:30  The Detectorists  

00:00  My Crazy Ex  
01:00  My Ghost Story: Caught On
Camera  
02:00  My Haunted House  
03:00  I Was Possessed  
04:00  My Crazy Ex  
05:00  My Ghost Story: Caught On
Camera  
06:00  My Haunted House  
07:00  I Was Possessed  
08:00  Deadly Wives  
09:00  Deadly Wives  
10:00  Crimes That Shook Britain  
11:00  Homicide Hunter  
16:00  Deadly Wives  
17:00  Crimes That Shook Britain  
18:00  Homicide Hunter  
19:00  Nightmare In Suburbia  
20:00  It Takes A Killer  
20:30  It Takes A Killer  
21:00  The First 48  
22:00  Crimes That Shook Britain  
23:00  Deadly Wives  

00:05  Tosh.0  
00:30  The Daily Show With Trevor Noah  
01:00  Inside Amy Schumer  
01:25  South Park  
01:50  South Park  
02:15  Ugly Americans  
02:40  The Alternative Comedy
Experience  
03:05  South Park  
03:30  South Park  

04:00  The Daily Show With Trevor Noah  
04:25  Catch A Contractor  
05:15  Lip Sync Battle  
05:40  Ridiculousness  
06:05  Ridiculousness  
06:30  Lip Sync Battle  
06:55  Lip Sync Battle  
07:20  Framework  
08:10  Catch A Contractor  
09:00  Disaster Date  
09:25  Ridiculousness  
09:50  Ridiculousness  
10:15  Key And Peele  
10:40  Disaster Date  
11:05  Ridiculousness  
11:30  The It Crowd  
11:55  Sweat Inc.  
12:45  Idiotsitter  
13:10  Lip Sync Battle  
13:35  The It Crowd  
14:00  Catch A Contractor  
14:50  Ridiculousness  
15:15  Catch A Contractor  
15:40  Catch A Contractor  
16:05  Idiotsitter  
16:30  Ridiculousness  
16:55  Ridiculousness  
17:20  Disaster Date  
17:45  Lip Sync Battle  
18:10  Key And Peele  
18:35  Coaching Bad  
19:25  The It Crowd  
19:50  Comedy Central Presents Comedy
3alwagef  
20:20  Comedy Central Presents Comedy
3alwagef  
20:50  Disaster Date  
21:13  Ridiculousness  
21:37  I Live With Models  
22:00  The Daily Show With Trevor Noah  
22:30  Key And Peele  
22:54  The Half Hour  
23:18  Another Period  
23:42  Another Period  

00:15  Destroyed In Seconds  
00:40  Bear Grylls: Born Survivor  
01:30  Prototype This  
02:20  Wildest Africa  
03:10  Lost & Found With Mike & Jesse  
04:00  Destroyed In Seconds  
04:25  Destroyed In Seconds  
04:50  Bear Grylls: Born Survivor  
05:40  How It's Made  
06:05  How It's Made  
06:30  Dirty Jobs  
07:20  Mythbusters  
08:00  Dick 'n' Dom Go Wild  
08:25  Awesome Adventures  

08:50  Bondi Vet  
09:40  How It's Made  
10:05  How It's Made  
10:30  Prototype This  
11:20  Mythbusters  
12:10  Bondi Vet  
13:00  Bear Grylls: Born Survivor  
13:50  How It's Made  
14:15  How It's Made  
14:40  Dirty Jobs  
15:30  Dick 'n' Dom Go Wild  
15:55  Awesome Adventures  
16:20  Mythbusters  
17:10  Prototype This  
18:00  NASA's Greatest Missions  
18:50  NASA's Unexplained Files  
19:40  Destroyed In Seconds  
20:05  Destroyed In Seconds  
20:30  How It's Made  
20:55  How It's Made  
21:20  Mythbusters  
22:10  NASA's Greatest Missions  
23:00  NASA's Unexplained Files  
23:50  Destroyed In Seconds  

00:00  Kirby Buckets  
00:25  Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch  
00:50  Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch  
01:10  Hank Zipzer  
01:35  Binny And The Ghost  
02:00  Violetta  
02:45  The Hive  
02:50  Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch  
03:15  Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch  
03:40  Hank Zipzer  
04:05  Binny And The Ghost  
04:30  Violetta  
05:15  The Hive  
05:20  Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch  
05:45  Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch  
06:10  Hank Zipzer  
06:35  Binny And The Ghost  
07:00  Violetta  
07:45  The Hive  
07:50  The 7D  
08:00  Jessie  
08:25  Jessie  
08:50  Tsum Tsum Shorts  
08:55  The Zhuzhus  
09:20  Elena Of Avalor  
09:45  Bunk'd  
10:10  Stuck In The Middle  
10:35  Wizards Of Waverly Place  
11:00  Wizards Of Waverly Place  
11:25  A.N.T. Farm  
11:50  A.N.T. Farm  
12:15  Good Luck Charlie  
12:40  Good Luck Charlie  
13:05  Shake It Up  
13:30  Shake It Up  
13:55  Disney Mickey Mouse  
14:00  Welcome To The Ronks  
14:15  Gravity Falls  

14:40  Hank Zipzer  
15:05  Star Darlings  
15:10  Austin & Ally  
15:35  Jessie  
16:00  Bunk'd  
16:25  Kirby Buckets  
16:50  Sunny Bunnies  
16:55  The Zhuzhus  
17:20  Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug And
Cat Noir  
17:45  Elena Of Avalor  
18:10  Stuck In The Middle  
18:35  Descendants Wicked World  
18:40  Girl Meets World  
19:05  Bizaardvark  
19:30  Bunk'd  
19:55  Best Friends Whenever  
20:20  Disney Mickey Mouse  
20:25  The Next Step  
20:50  Austin & Ally  
21:15  Star Darlings  
21:20  Shake It Up  
21:45  Backstage  
22:10  Liv And Maddie  
22:35  Cracke  
22:40  Dog With A Blog  
23:05  Best Friends Whenever  
23:30  Jessie  
23:55  Tsum Tsum Shorts  

00:00  Sofia The First  
00:30  Sofia The First  
00:55  PJ Masks  
01:20  Henry Hugglemonster  
01:35  The Hive  
01:45  Loopdidoo  
02:00  Henry Hugglemonster  
02:15  Calimero  
02:30  Art Attack  
02:55  Zou  
03:05  Loopdidoo  
03:20  Henry Hugglemonster  
03:35  Calimero  
03:50  Zou  
04:05  Art Attack  
04:30  The Hive  
04:40  Loopdidoo  
04:55  Henry Hugglemonster  
05:10  Art Attack  
05:35  Loopdidoo  
05:50  Calimero  
06:05  Art Attack  
06:30  Henry Hugglemonster  
06:45  Zou  
07:00  Art Attack  
07:30  Henry Hugglemonster  
07:45  Loopdidoo  
08:00  Zou  

08:15  Calimero  
08:30  Loopdidoo  
08:45  Henry Hugglemonster  
09:00  Minnie's Bow-Toons  
09:05  Sheriff Callie's Wild West  
09:15  Jake And The Neverland Pirates  
09:30  Miles From Tomorrow  
09:45  Goldie & Bear  
09:55  The Lion Guard  
10:20  PJ Masks  
10:35  Jake And The Neverland Pirates  
10:50  Doc McStuffins  
11:00  Goldie & Bear  
11:15  PJ Masks  
11:30  Minnie's Bow-Toons  
11:35  The Lion Guard  
12:00  Sofia The First  
12:30  Doc McStuffins Toy Hospital  
12:55  Mickey Mouse Clubhouse  
13:20  My Friends Tigger & Pooh  
13:50  Sheriff Callie's Wild West  
14:15  Gummi Bears  
14:40  Sofia The First  
15:10  Mickey Mouse Clubhouse  
15:35  PJ Masks  
16:00  My Friends Tigger & Pooh  
16:30  The Lion Guard  
16:55  Unbungalievable  
17:00  Sofia The First  
17:30  Doc McStuffins Toy Hospital  
17:55  Goldie & Bear  
18:20  The Lion Guard  
18:50  PJ Masks  
19:15  Sofia The First  
19:40  Doc McStuffins Toy Hospital  
20:05  Jake And The Never Land Pirates  
20:30  Mickey Mouse Clubhouse  
21:00  Sofia The First  
21:30  Sofia The First  
22:00  Unbungalievable  
22:05  Goldie & Bear  
22:35  Mickey Mouse Clubhouse  
23:00  My Friends Tigger & Pooh  
23:25  Gummi Bears  
23:55  Minnie's Bow-Toons  

00:30  Fast N' Loud  
01:20  Misfit Garage  
02:10  Made By Destruction  
02:35  Made By Destruction  
03:00  How Do They Do It?  
03:25  How Do They Do It?  
03:50  Impossible Engineering  
04:40  Fast N' Loud  
05:30  Storage Wars Canada  
06:00  How It's Made: Dream Cars  
06:30  How Do They Do It?  
07:00  Deadliest Catch  
07:50  Misfit Garage  
08:40  Fast N' Loud  
09:30  The Island With Bear Grylls  
10:20  Storage Wars Canada  
10:45  How It's Made: Dream Cars  
11:10  How Do They Do It?  
11:35  Made By Destruction  
12:00  Made By Destruction  
12:25  How Do They Do It?  
12:50  How Do They Do It?  
13:15  Impossible Engineering  
14:05  How It's Made: Dream Cars  

14:30  Storage Wars Canada  
14:55  Storage Wars Canada  
15:20  Alaska: The Last Frontier  
16:10  The Island With Bear Grylls  
17:00  Deadliest Catch  
17:50  Fast N' Loud  
18:40  Street Outlaws  
19:30  How Do They Do It?  
19:55  How Do They Do It?  
20:20  The Island With Bear Grylls  
21:10  Storage Wars Canada  
21:35  Storage Wars Canada  
22:00  What On Earth?  
22:50  Legend Of Croc Gold  
23:40  The Wheel: Survival Games  

00:00  Programmes Start At 6:00am KSA  
07:00  Gravity Falls  
07:25  Counterfeit Cat  
07:50  Atomic Puppet  
08:15  Star vs The Forces Of Evil  
08:25  Danger Mouse  
08:40  Supa Strikas  
09:10  K.C. Undercover  
09:35  Star Wars Freemaker Adventures  
10:00  Lab Rats  
10:25  Lab Rats  
10:50  Danger Mouse  
11:20  Supa Strikas  
11:45  Supa Strikas  
12:10  Counterfeit Cat  
12:35  Pair Of Kings  
13:00  Pair Of Kings  
13:30  Future-Worm!  
13:55  Lab Rats: Bionic Island  
14:20  Lab Rats: Bionic Island  
14:45  Atomic Puppet  
15:10  Disney Mickey Mouse  
15:15  Counterfeit Cat  
15:40  Supa Strikas  
16:05  Lab Rats  
16:30  Gamer's Guide To Pretty Much
Everything  
16:55  Right Now Kapow  
17:25  K.C. Undercover  
17:50  Future-Worm!  
18:15  Gravity Falls  
18:40  Lab Rats  
19:05  Disney Mickey Mouse  
19:10  Mighty Med  
19:35  Right Now Kapow  
20:00  Atomic Puppet  
20:25  Gamer's Guide To Pretty Much
Everything  
20:55  K.C. Undercover  
21:20  Kickin' It  
21:45  Mighty Med  
22:10  Danger Mouse  
22:40  Disney Mickey Mouse  
22:45  Marvel's Avengers Assemble  
23:10  Marvel Ultimate Spider-Man vs The
Sinister 6  
23:35  Boyster  

00:00  E! News  
00:15  Mariah's World  
01:05  Mariah's World  
01:55  Mariah's World  
02:50  E! News  
03:50  Dash Dolls  
04:45  Dash Dolls  
05:40  Dash Dolls  
06:30  Celebrity Style Story  
07:00  Just Jillian  
07:55  E! News  
08:10  Just Jillian  
09:10  E! News  
10:10  Rob & Chyna  
11:05  Rob & Chyna  
12:00  Rob & Chyna  
13:00  E! News  
13:15  Revenge Body With Khloe
Kardashian  
14:10  Revenge Body With Khloe
Kardashian  
15:05  Revenge Body With Khloe
Kardashian  
16:00  E! News  
16:15  Mariah's World  
17:10  Mariah's World  
18:05  Mariah's World  
19:00  Celebrity Style Story  
19:30  Celebrity Style Story  
20:00  E! News  
21:00  Keeping Up With The Kardashians  
22:00  Keeping Up With The Kardashians  
23:00  Keeping Up With The Kardashians  

00:00  Chopped  
01:00  Food Network Star  
02:00  Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives  
02:30  Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives  
03:00  Man Fire Food  
03:30  Man Fire Food  
04:00  Chopped  
05:00  Guy's Grocery Games  
06:00  Barefoot Contessa: Back To Basics  
06:30  Barefoot Contessa: Back To Basics  
07:00  The Kitchen  

08:00  The Pioneer Woman  
08:30  The Pioneer Woman  
09:00  Siba's Table  
09:30  Siba's Table  
10:00  Anna Olson: Bake  
10:30  Anna Olson: Bake  
11:00  The Kitchen  
12:00  The Pioneer Woman  
12:30  The Pioneer Woman  
13:00  Siba's Table  
13:30  Siba's Table  
14:00  Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives  
14:30  Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives  
15:00  Chopped  
16:00  The Kitchen  
17:00  Anna Olson: Bake  
17:30  Anna Olson: Bake  
18:00  Chopped  
19:00  Guy's Grocery Games  
20:00  Private Chef  
20:30  Private Chef  
21:00  Patricia Heaton Parties  
21:30  Patricia Heaton Parties  
22:00  Rev Run's Sunday Suppers  
22:30  Rev Run's Sunday Suppers  
23:00  Iron Chef America  

00:15  Coronation Street  
00:40  Coronation Street  
01:10  The Chase  
02:00  Emmerdale  
02:30  Coronation Street  
03:00  Coronation Street  
03:30  The Jonathan Ross Show  
04:25  Paul O'Grady: The Sally Army And
Me  
04:55  Paul O'Grady: The Sally Army And
Me  
05:25  Autopsy: The Last Hours Of...  
06:15  Home Fires  
07:10  The Chase  
08:05  The Jonathan Ross Show  
09:00  Paul O'Grady: The Sally Army And
Me  
09:30  Paul O'Grady: The Sally Army And
Me  
10:00  Autopsy: The Last Hours Of...  
11:00  Home Fires  
11:55  The Chase  
12:50  The Jonathan Ross Show  
13:45  Emmerdale  
14:15  Coronation Street  
14:45  Coronation Street  
15:15  The Chase  
16:10  The Jonathan Ross Show  
17:00  Don't Tell The Bride  
18:00  5 Star Family Reunion  
18:50  Home Fires  
19:45  Emmerdale  
20:15  Coronation Street  
20:45  Coronation Street  
21:10  The Jonathan Ross Show  
22:00  Don't Tell The Bride  
23:00  5 Star Family Reunion  
23:50  Emmerdale  

00:00  Ancient Top 10  
01:00  Ghost Planes And The Mystery Of
Flight 370  
03:00  Cities Of The Underworld  
04:00  America's Book Of Secrets  
04:50  Ancient Aliens: The Ultimate
Evidence  
05:40  Ancient Top 10  
06:30  Ghost Planes And The Mystery Of
Flight 370  
08:10  The Universe  
09:00  Cities Of The Underworld  
10:00  America's Book Of Secrets  
11:00  Ancient Aliens: The Ultimate
Evidence  
12:00  Ancient Top 10  
13:00  Hangar 1: The UFO Files  
14:00  Patton 360  
15:00  Cities Of The Underworld  
16:00  America's Book Of Secrets  
17:00  Ancient Aliens: The Ultimate
Evidence  
18:00  Ancient Top 10  
19:00  Hangar 1: The UFO Files  
20:00  Patton 360  
21:00  Cities Of The Underworld  
22:00  America's Book Of Secrets  
23:00  Ancient Aliens: The Ultimate
Evidence  

00:30  American Pickers  
01:20  Battle 360  
02:10  Counting Cars  
02:35  Car Hunters  
03:00  Forged In Fire  
03:50  Storage Wars  
04:15  American Pickers  
05:05  Pawn Stars  
05:30  Pawn Stars  
06:00  Mountain Men  
07:00  American Restoration  
07:25  American Restoration  

07:50  Shipping Wars  
08:15  Shipping Wars  
08:40  Counting Cars  
09:05  Car Hunters  
09:30  Pawn Stars  
09:55  Pawn Stars  
10:20  Storage Wars Miami  
10:45  Storage Wars Miami  
11:10  American Pickers  
12:00  Alone  
12:50  Time Team  
13:40  Swamp People  
14:30  Ax Men  
15:20  Mountain Men  
16:10  Shipping Wars  
16:35  Shipping Wars  
17:00  Counting Cars  
17:25  Counting Cars  
17:50  Pawn Stars  
18:15  Pawn Stars  
18:40  Forged In Fire  
19:30  Counting Cars  
19:55  Car Hunters  
20:20  Mountain Men  
21:10  American Pickers  
22:00  Outlaw Chronicles: Hells Angels  
22:50  Search For The Lost Giants  
23:40  Hunting Hitler  

00:00  Poh & Co  
00:25  Dog Whisperer  
01:15  Sara's Australia Unveiled  
01:40  Grandma's Boy  
02:05  Tripping Out With Alie & Georgia  
02:30  Dog Whisperer  
03:20  This Is Brazil  
04:10  Valentine Warner Eats Scandinavia  
04:35  Maximum Foodie  
05:00  Confucius Was A Foodie  
05:50  Rustic Adventure Argentina  
06:20  Charlie Luxton's Homes By The
Sea  
07:15  The Best Job In The World  
07:40  Andy And Ben Eat The World  
08:10  Tripping Out With Alie & Georgia  
08:35  Dog Whisperer  
09:30  This Is Brazil  
10:25  Valentine Warner Eats Scandinavia  
10:55  Maximum Foodie  
11:20  Confucius Was A Foodie  
12:15  Rustic Adventure Argentina  
12:45  Charlie Luxton's Homes By The
Sea  
13:40  Tripping Out With Alie & Georgia  
14:05  Dog Whisperer  
15:00  This Is Brazil  
15:55  Valentine Warner Eats Scandinavia  
16:25  Maximum Foodie  
16:50  Confucius Was A Foodie  
17:45  Wineroads  
18:15  Raw Travel  
18:40  Raw Travel  
19:10  Miguel's Feasts  
19:35  Andy And Ben Eat The World  
20:05  Valentine Warner Eats Scandinavia  
20:30  Maximum Foodie  
21:00  Confucius Was A Foodie  
21:55  Wineroads  
22:20  Raw Travel  
22:45  Raw Travel  
23:10  Miguel's Feasts  
23:35  Andy And Ben Eat The World  

00:20  Mystery Gorilla  
01:10  A Brave Heart: The Lizzie
Velasquez Story  
02:00  Miracle Hospital  
02:30  Miracle Hospital  
03:00  Atlantis Rising  
04:50  A Brave Heart: The Lizzie
Velasquez Story  
05:45  Ancient X-Files  
06:40  Yukon Gold  
07:35  Ultimate Airport Dubai  
08:30  Megastructures  
09:25  Mega Factories: Supercars  
10:20  Ancient X-Files  
11:15  Hitler The Junkie  
11:40  Hitler And The Occult  
12:10  Human Lampshade: A Holocaust
Mystery  
13:05  Locked Up Abroad  
14:00  Bugatti Chiron: Super Car Build  
15:00  Megastructures  
16:00  Ultimate Airport Dubai  
17:00  Inside: 21st Century Warship  
19:00  Locked Up Abroad  
20:00  Taboo USA  
21:00  Inside: 21st Century Warship  
22:40  Locked Up Abroad  
23:30  Taboo USA  

00:30  Monster Jellyfish  
01:20  Attack Of The Big Cats  
02:10  Dangerous Encounters  
03:00  Intimate Enemies  
03:50  Polar Bear Invasion  
04:45  Zoo Confidential  
05:40  Unlikely Animal Friends  

06:35  Intimate Enemies  
07:30  Polar Bear Invasion  
08:25  Zoo Confidential  
09:20  Unlikely Animal Friends  
10:15  Safari Brothers  
11:10  Dr. K's Exotic Animal ER  
12:05  World's Weirdest: Animal Taboo  
13:00  Alaska Fish Wars  
13:55  Asia's Deadliest Snakes  
14:50  Bear Nomad  
15:45  Zoo Confidential  
16:40  Unlikely Animal Friends  
17:35  Safari Brothers  
18:30  Dr. K's Exotic Animal ER  
19:25  Freaks & Creeps  
20:20  Zoo Confidential  
21:10  Unlikely Animal Friends  
22:00  Safari Brothers  
22:50  Dr. K's Exotic Animal ER  
23:40  Freaks & Creeps  

01:30  American Girl: Isabelle Dances Into
The Spotlight  
03:30  Marvel Super Hero Adventures:
Frost Fight  
05:00  Black Beauty  
07:00  Looney Tunes: Rabbit's Run  
08:30  Marvel Super Hero Adventures:
Frost Fight  
10:00  It Takes Two  
12:00  Black Beauty  
14:00  Atlantis: The Lost Empire  
16:00  Atlantis: Milo's Return  
18:00  The Princess Diaries 2: Royal
Engagement  
20:00  American Girl: Saige Paints The
Sky  
22:00  Marvel's Iron Man & Captain
America: Heroes United  
23:30  Atlantis: Milo's Return  

01:00  Freaks Of Nature  
03:00  Baby's Day Out  
05:00  Other Plans  
07:00  Shanghai Noon  
09:00  Baby's Day Out  
11:00  Other Plans  
13:00  Shanghai Noon  
15:00  Kicking And Screaming  
17:00  Under The Tuscan Sun  
19:00  Trust Me  
21:00  Crazy On The Outside  
23:00  Are You Here  

01:30  The Informant  
03:30  The Disappearance Of Eleanor
Rigby: Her  
05:15  Love & Mercy  
07:15  The Sting  
09:30  Walking On Sunshine  
11:15  Still Alice  
13:00  Batkid Begins  
14:30  Ed Wood  
16:45  The Man Who Wasn't There  
18:45  Spotlight  
21:00  Brooklyn  
23:00  Carol  

01:15  Down And Out In Beverly Hills  
03:00  47 Ronin  
05:00  Quantum Of Solace  
07:00  Amelia  
09:00  Wall Street: Money Never Sleeps  
11:15  October Sky  
13:15  Quantum Of Solace  
15:15  Finding Forrester  
17:30  The Chronicles Of Narnia: Voyage
Of The Dawn...  
19:30  War Of The Worlds  
21:30  The Hurricane  

00:00  How The Earth Works  
00:50  Kings Of Construction  
01:40  Mythbusters  
02:30  How Do They Do It?  
02:55  Food Factory  
03:20  How The Earth Works  
04:10  Close Encounters  
04:35  Close Encounters  
05:00  Kings Of Construction  
05:48  Mythbusters  
06:36  How Do They Do It?  
07:00  Food Factory  
07:24  How The Earth Works  
08:12  Close Encounters  
08:37  Close Encounters  
09:00  How Do They Do It?  
09:26  Kings Of Construction  
10:14  Mythbusters  
11:02  Close Encounters  
11:27  Close Encounters  
11:50  How Do They Do It?  
12:14  Food Factory  OCTOBER SKY ON OSN MOVIES HD

TRUST ME ON OSN MOVIES COMEDY HD

CLOSE RANGE ON OSN MOVIES ACTION
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SHARQIA-1
LOGAN                                                       11:45 AM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        2:30 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        4:00 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        5:45 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        7:15 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        8:45 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        10:15 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         12:15 AM

SHARQIA-2
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        12:15 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         1:45 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         4:15 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         6:45 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         9:15 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         11:45 PM

SHARQIA-3
LOGAN                                                       1:30 PM
LOGAN                                                       4:15 PM
LOGAN                                                       7:00 PM
LOGAN                                                       9:45 PM
LOGAN                                                       12:30 AM

MUHALAB-1
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         12:30 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        1:30 PM
FRI
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         3:00 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        5:30 PM
BADRINATH KI DULHANIA-Hindi  7:00 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        10:00 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         11:30 PM

MUHALAB-2
LOGAN                                                       1:00 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        2:15 PM
LOGAN                                                       3:45 PM
LOGAN                                                       6:30 PM
LOGAN                                                       9:15 PM
LOGAN                                                       12:05 AM

MUHALAB-3
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         12:00 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         2:30 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         5:00 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         7:30 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         10:00 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         12:30 AM

FANAR-1
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        11:30 AM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        1:00 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        2:30 PM

HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        4:00 PM
THE HOLLOW POINT                           5:30 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        7:30 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        9:00 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        10:30 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        12:05 AM

FANAR-2
THE DEVIL’S DOLLS                              12:45 PM
THE HOLLOW POINT                           3:00 PM
THE DEVIL’S DOLLS                              5:00 PM
THE HOLLOW POINT                           7:00 PM
THE DEVIL’S DOLLS                              9:00 PM
THE HOLLOW POINT                           10:45 PM
THE DEVIL’S DOLLS                              12:45 AM

FANAR-3
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         1:00 PM
NO FRI+SAT
KIKORIKI.                                                   1:45 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         3:30 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         6:00 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         8:30 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         11:00 PM

FANAR-4
LOGAN                                                       12:30 PM
LOGAN                                                       3:15 PM
LOGAN                                                       6:00 PM
LOGAN                                                       8:45 PM
LOGAN                                                       11:30 PM

MARINA-1
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         12:45 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        1:30 PM
LOGAN                                                       3:15 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        6:00 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        7:30 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         9:00 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         11:30 PM

MARINA-2
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         12:00 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         2:45 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         5:15 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         7:45 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         10:15 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         12:45 AM

MARINA-3
LOGAN                                                       1:15 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        2:30 PM
FRI
LOGAN                                                       4:00 PM
LOGAN                                                       6:45 PM

LOGAN                                                       9:30 PM
LOGAN                                                       12:15 AM

AVENUES-1
KIKORIKI                                                    1:00 PM
THE DEVIL’S DOLLS                              1:00 PM
THE DEVIL’S DOLLS                              3:00 PM
KIKORIKI                                                     5:00 PM
THE DEVIL’S DOLLS                              7:00 PM
THE DEVIL’S DOLLS                              9:00 PM
THE DEVIL’S DOLLS                              11:00 PM
THE DEVIL’S DOLLS                              1:00 AM

AVENUES-2
KONG: SKULL ISLAND-3D-4DX      1:30 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND-3D-4DX      4:00 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND-3D-4DX      6:30 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND-3D-4DX      9:00 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND-3D-4DX      11:30 PM

AVENUES-3
THE HOLLOW POINT                           11:30 AM
THE HOLLOW POINT                           1:30 PM
THE HOLLOW POINT                           3:45 PM
THE HOLLOW POINT                           6:00 PM
THE HOLLOW POINT                           8:15 PM
THE HOLLOW POINT                           10:30 PM
THE HOLLOW POINT                           12:45 AM

360 º- 1
LOGAN                                                       12:30 PM
LOGAN                                                       3:15 PM
LOGAN                                                       6:00 PM
LOGAN                                                       8:45 PM
LOGAN                                                       11:30 PM

360 º- 2
HIDDEN FIGURES                                  12:15 PM
HIDDEN FIGURES                                  3:00 PM
HIDDEN FIGURES                                  5:45 PM
HIDDEN FIGURES                                  8:30 PM
HIDDEN FIGURES                                  11:15 PM

360 º- 3
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        11:45 AM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         1:30 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         4:00 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         6:30 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         9:00 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         11:30 PM

AL-KOUT.1
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         11:30 AM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         2:00 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         4:30 PM

KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         7:00 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         9:30 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         12:05 AM

AL-KOUT.2
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        12:15 PM
LOGAN                                                       2:00 PM
LOGAN                                                       4:45 PM
LOGAN                                                       7:30 PM
LOGAN                                                       10:15 PM
THE DEVIL’S DOLLS                              1:00 AM

AL-KOUT.3
THE HOLLOW POINT                           12:30 PM
THE DEVIL’S DOLLS                              2:30 PM
THE HOLLOW POINT                           4:30 PM
THE DEVIL’S DOLLS                              6:30 PM
THE HOLLOW POINT                           8:45 PM
THE DEVIL’S DOLLS                              10:45 PM
THE HOLLOW POINT                           12:45 AM

AL-KOUT.4
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         12:45 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        3:30 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        5:00 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        6:45 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        8:30 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        10:00 PM
LOGAN                                                       11:30 PM

BAIRAQ-1
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         1:30 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND -3D                4:00 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         6:30 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND -3D                9:00 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         11:30 PM

BAIRAQ-2
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         12:30 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        3:00 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        4:30 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        6:00 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        7:30 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        9:15 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                        10:45 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                         12:30 AM

BAIRAQ-3
LOGAN                                                       1:15 PM
KIKORIKI                                                     2:15 PM
LOGAN                                                       4:00 PM
BADRINATH KI DULHANIA-Hindi  6:45 PM
LOGAN                                                       9:30 PM
LOGAN                                                       12:15 AM

Arrival Flights on   Thursday 9/3/2017
Airlines Flt Route Time
KLM 411 Amsterdam/Dammam 00:20
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
JZR 539 Cairo 00:40
KAC 102 London 00:55
THY 772 Istanbul 00:55
MSC 411 Asyut 01:00
RJA 642 Amman 01:05
QTR 1086 Doha 01:15
SAI 441 Lahore 01:30
THY 764 Istanbul 01:50
DLH 635 Doha 01:55
PGT 858 Istanbul 02:00
AXB 395 Kozhikode 02:00
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 02:05
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:30
OMA 643 Muscat 02:55
KKK 6506 Istanbul 02:55
FDB 069 Dubai 03:05
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:10
MSR 612 Cairo 03:10
QTR 1076 Doha 03:30
KAC 546 Cairo 03:55
LMU 510 Cairo 04:00
MSC 501 Alexandria 04:05
KAC 418 Manila 04:25
FEG 933 Sohag 05:00
JZR 503 Luxor 05:10
JZR 529 Asyut 05:15
KAC 354 BLR 05:20
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:20
KAC 332 Trivandrum 05:45
THY 770 Istanbul 05:55
KAC 364 Colombo 06:05
KAC 206 Islamabad 06:20
KAC 346 Ahmedabad 06:25
BAW 157 London 06:40
QTR 8511 Doha 07:00
PAL 668 Manila/Dubai 07:00
KAC 204 Lahore 07:15
FDB 5061 Dubai 07:15
KAC 284 Dhaka 07:35
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 302 Mumbai 08:20
UAE 855 Dubai 08:40
KAC 382 Delhi 08:45
IRA 667 Esfahan 09:00
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:05
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
KAC 352 Kochi 09:10
QTR 1070 Doha 09:30
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
SVA 512 Riyadh 10:00
AVV 653 Sohag 10:10
IRA 673 Ahwaz 10:10
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
SYR 341 Damascus 11:00
KAC 774 Riyadh 11:05
RBG 553 Alexandria 11:15
MSC 403 Asyut 11:15
JZR 165 Dubai 11:30
FDK 801 Damascus 11:45
MEA 404 Beirut 11:55
KAC 744 Dammam 12:10
KAC 286 Dhaka 12:25
FEG 953 Asyut 12:35
JZR 561 Sohag 12:40
JZR 239 Amman 12:45
FDB 075 Dubai 12:50
UAE 871 Dubai 12:50
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
AXB 393 Kozhikode 13:10

KAC 614 Bahrain 13:30
KAC 564 Amman 13:40
KAC 788 Jeddah 13:45
FEG 931 Alexandria 13:55
KNE 231 Riyadh 13:55
QTR 1078 Doha 14:10
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:15
FDB 059 Dubai 14:20
KAC 692 Muscat 14:30
KAC 414 Bangkok 14:35
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:40
KAC 672 Dubai 14:50
KNE 529 Jeddah 14:55
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:15
FDB 8053 Dubai 15:15
OMA 645 Muscat 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:50
KAC 154 Istanbul 15:55
SAW 705 Damascus 16:00
KAC 542 Cairo 16:05
KNE 531 Jeddah 16:05
JZR 535 Cairo 16:10
JZR 779 Jeddah 16:10
QTR 1072 Doha 16:10
FDB 051 Dubai 16:25
KAC 662 Abu Dhabi 16:35
RJA 640 Amman 16:55
JZR 787 Riyadh 17:00
KAC 118 New York 17:00
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:45
NIA 251 Alexandria 17:55
UAE 875 Dubai 18:00
FDB 063 Dubai 18:10
JZR 177 Dubai 18:20
KAC 522 Al Najaf 18:25
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30
QTR 1080 Doha 18:50
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:25
KAC 502 Beirut 19:30
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:30
KAC 674 Dubai 19:45
FDB 057 Dubai 19:50
KAC 166 Rome 19:55
KNE 381 Taif 19:55
KAC 168 Paris 19:55
KAC 562 Amman 20:00
MSR 618 Alexandria 20:05
OMA 647 Muscat 20:10
JZR 189 Dubai 20:15
QTR 1088 Doha 20:35
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:45
KAC 616 Bahrain 20:50
FDB 5053 Dubai 20:50
KAC 786 Jeddah 21:15
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:20
MEA 402 Beirut 21:20
ALK 229 Colombo 21:25
UAE 859 Dubai 21:40
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
KAC 676 Dubai 21:45
QTR 1082 Doha 22:00
KLM 417 Amsterdam 22:05
JZR 125 Bahrain 22:05
NIA 151 Cairo 22:10
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:15
AIC 981 Chennai/Ahmedabad 22:25
JZR 241 Amman 22:45
JAI 574 Mumbai 23:00
JZR 185 Dubai 23:15
KAC 156 Istanbul 23:25
FDB 071 Dubai 23:45

Departure Flights on Thursday 9/3/2017
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 976 Goa/Chennai 00:05
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:30
PIA 240 Sialkot 00:40
FDB 072 Dubai 00:40
BBC 044 Dhaka 01:30
KLM 411 Amsterdam 01:35
MSC 412 Asyut 01:55
KAC 417 Manila 02:00
THY 773 Istanbul 02:25
SAI 442 Lahore 02:30
DLH 635 Frankfurt 02:55
AXB 396 Kozhikode 02:55
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 03:05
PGT 859 Istanbul 03:35
KKK 6505 Istanbul 03:55
OMA 644 Muscat 03:55
THY 765 Istanbul 04:00
MSR 613 Cairo 04:10
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:10
KAC 167 Paris 04:25
QTR 1077 Doha 04:40
LMU 511 Cairo 05:00
MSC 502 Alexandria 05:05
QTR 1087 Doha 05:50
FEG 954 Asyut 06:00
JZR 560 Sohag 06:05
FDB 070 Dubai 06:30
THY 771 Istanbul 06:50
KAC 153 Istanbul 06:50
KAC 165 Rome 06:55
JZR 164 Dubai 06:55
RJA 643 Amman 07:05
JZR 238 Amman 07:10
GFA 212 Bahrain 07:15
KAC 773 Riyadh 07:30
KAC 787 Jeddah 07:45
FDB 5062 Dubai 07:55
KAC 563 Amman 08:00
KAC 411 Bangkok 08:20
BAW 156 London 08:40
KAC 541 Cairo 08:40
FDB 054 Dubai 08:55
QTR 8512 Doha 09:00
KAC 691 Muscat 09:00
KAC 743 Dammam 09:00
KAC 117 New York 09:00
JZR 534 Cairo 09:15
KAC 101 London 09:35
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:55
IRA 668 Mashhad 10:00
KAC 671 Dubai 10:05
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:10
KAC 613 Bahrain 10:10
JZR 778 Jeddah 10:30
FDB 056 Dubai 10:35
QTR 1071 Doha 10:40
SVA 513 Riyadh 11:00
IRA 672 Ahwaz 11:10
AVV 654 Asyut 11:10
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:25
RBG 554 Alexandria 11:55
KAC 501 Beirut 11:55
VIZ 201 Baghdad 12:00
SYR 342 Damascus 12:00
KAC 661 Abu Dhabi 12:05
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:05
MSC 404 Asyut 12:15
FDK 802 Damascus 12:45
MEA 405 Beirut 12:55
FEG 934 Sohag 13:35

JZR 786 Riyadh 13:45
JZR 176 Dubai 13:45
KAC 155 Istanbul 13:50
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
FDB 076 Dubai 14:05
AXB 394 Kozhikode 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
KAC 561 Amman 14:20
KAC 521 Al Najaf 14:45
KNE 382 Taif 14:50
FEG 932 Alexandria 14:55
KAC 673 Dubai 15:00
FDB 060 Dubai 15:10
KAC 785 Jeddah 15:15
PAL 669 Dubai/Manila 15:20
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:25
QTR 1079 Doha 15:40
JZR 188 Dubai 15:40
SVA 501 Jeddah 15:45
KNE 530 Jeddah 15:55
FDB 8054 Dubai 16:05
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20
KAC 357 Kochi 16:20
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:30
OMA 646 Muscat 16:35
SAW 706 Damascus 16:55
KNE 532 Jeddah 16:55
KAC 675 Dubai 17:00
JZR 266 Beirut 17:05
JZR 240 Amman 17:15
FDB 052 Dubai 17:25
KAC 615 Bahrain 17:35
QTR 1073 Doha 17:40
KAC 343 Chennai 17:40
UAE 858 Dubai 17:45
JZR 538 Cairo 17:45
RJA 641 Amman 17:55
KAC 331 Trivandrum 18:00
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
KAC 353 BLR 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
KAC 283 Dhaka 18:30
JZR 184 Dubai 18:40
NIA 252 Alexandria 18:55
JZR 554 Alexandria 18:55
FDB 064 Dubai 19:05
JZR 124 Bahrain 19:15
UAE 876 Dubai 19:30
MSR 621 Cairo 19:30
QTR 1081 Doha 19:50
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:05
GFA 218 Bahrain 20:15
KAC 383 Delhi 20:30
FDB 058 Dubai 20:35
KAC 361 Colombo 20:35
KAC 775 Riyadh 20:45
KNE 232 Riyadh 20:55
MSR 619 Alexandria 21:05
OMA 648 Muscat 21:10
KAC 619 Doha 21:20
QTR 1089 Doha 21:35
DLH 634 Doha 21:35
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
FDB 5054 Dubai 21:50
KAC 205 Islamabad 22:00
KAC 351 Kochi 22:00
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:15
MEA 403 Beirut 22:20
ALK 230 Colombo 22:25
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:30
KAC 381 Delhi 22:45
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:45
KAC 1543 Cairo 22:45

Original document policy
No. 633001693 - Hameeda
Perveen 633001707 -
Mohammad Shabbir DV the
State Life Insurance
Corporation of Pakistan, Gulf
Zone is reported to have
been lost. Anyone finding the
same or claiming any interest
in it should communicate
with the Manager Kuwait
State Life office - Ph:
22452208. (C 5278)
6-3-2017

LOST

CHANGE OF NAME

I Lalusabgari Shaik Shavali
S/o Lalusabgari Allabakash
holder of Indian Passport No.
L0032343 and Civil ID No.
269101009241 has changed
my name to Shaik Shafi S/o
Shaik Mahaboob Basha.
Hereinafter in all my dealings
and documents. I will known

by name of Shaik Shafi. 
(C 5281)

I Murtuza S/o Asger Khanji
holder of Indian Passport No.
M6718923 and civil ID No.
290061101911 has changed
my name to Murtaza Asger
Khanji hereinafter in all my
dealings and documents. I
will be known by name of
Murtaza Asger Khanji.
(C 5282)

I Husain S/o Asger Khanji
holder of Indian Passport
N8636914 and Civil ID No.
292083101241 has change
my name to Husain Asger
Khanji hereinafter to all my
dealings and documents. I
will known by name Husain
Asger Khanji. (C 5282)
8-3-2017

The public is hereby notified
that MS. MARIBINI TALUN-
GON MOSANIP has filed with
the Embassy of the Republic
of the Philippines, State of
Kuwait, a Migrant Petition for

Change of First Name of her
daughter in the Report of
Birth filed with the Embassy
on 12 May 2016 under
Registry Number KT-ROB-
475-2016. The First Name of
child should read as ELAIZAH
instead of ALYAM.
Any person having knowl-
edge and/or claiming inter-
est or may be adversely
affected by said Petition, file
his written opposition with
the Embassy within ten (10)
working days. 
(C 5279)

I Mohammad Nazir Ibrahim
Babjani, holder of Passport
No. G4376198 & Civil ID No.
274021705032, has changed
my name to Mohammad
Nazir Ibrahim Babjan Shaikh,
hereafter in all my dealings
and documents will be
known by name of
Mohammad Nazir Ibrahim
Babjan Shaikh.
(C 5280)

7-3-2017



THURSDAY, MARCH 9, 2017

There are opportunities now for financial growth that were not previously
available-eyes and ears open! You are extremely hardworking and ambi-

tious on the professional level. You have also been caught up in a social life and your
partner or lover has also enjoyed the activities. Being on the go and keeping a finger to
the winds of change made you feel in touch but have certainly taxed the energies lately.
Home is where the heart is for the rest of this week. This is the time to begin some inno-
vative changes on the home front. First, set up a time chart where family members can
sign up to help. After so many chores, projects or hours served, you will find an appreci-
ation movie or dinner may be in order. Relax this evening, if possible.

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Your intuition is sharpened and may lead to new insights. Planning out
the groundwork for new projects can be quite successful. There are opportunities
now to apply your ideas and reap the results of your work. This is a time where rela-
tion with a spouse or business partner is on solid ground. This is certainly a time when
material things have a great deal of importance. Financial deals are quickly settled
now. Your emotions are steady and nurturing during this time and you are willing to
change some negative habits into positive ones. Difficult emotional energies may be
prevalent-yours or others'. This could be the best time to successfully sort through
issues that you may have thought previously had no answer-perhaps in meditation.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Teamwork will bring success with a big project this morning. Dealings
with higher-ups have favorable results. Negotiations are successful. This is a good day
to conference with a teacher about a child's progress. Abstract and spiritual ideas and
the ability to present or communicate these to others are present in your life. Pay
attention to the expectations you have of others-think about reasonable principles,
especially with young people. Ask each family member three things they would like to
do before summer and express your own desires as well. Have you been neglecting
your friends latelyyou might contact one or two of your friends and plan to have lunch
together soon-perhaps this weekend. Contact with your friends is important now.

Keeping your goals in focus helps you to stay on track with what you need
to accomplish. Someone may try and persuade you to move in a different direction
from your objective, but with your eye on the goal, you will not be moved. You could be
in the limelight today, especially with superiors in the workplace. You find you enjoy
your job and the responsibilities that come with it. When others interrupt you, you are
clearly able to give helpful answers. You may, however, find that an elderly person is crit-
ical of your ideas later today. Patience and perhaps a demonstration will bring him or
her to your way of thinking. There are some informative as well as fun conversations
with the young members of your family this evening. Introduce puzzles.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Check and recheck your work-you are entering a period of emotional
change that may appear frustrating. This is a temporary state but it will be the bridge
that launches you into new projects. You of all people are good at moving with the flow
of energy and others will follow your lead. Where confusion could get out of control,
you will create a peace of mind. Be as clear as possible in what you do or say. Since you
do so well with change, consider a job that involves consulting. You also do well in jobs
that involve assigning jobs and encouraging others. Make sure you have complete
information before gambling with an investment that involves purchasing a precious
item or stock. When possible, get an item appraised before obligating your money.

Your mind is quite able to handle any sort of problem that might occur
today. If being involved with the personnel department was not part of your job identi-
fication when you started, you might think it is before the completion of this day. You
have grown beyond the job you began and you are able to handle more and more
responsibilities of late. Changes in your job may not have been expected, but your abili-
ty to retain information and adapt to the new changes will create an opportunity for
you to request a raise as well as new job experiences. More and more of your time will
be freed for people skills now. An important relationship, perhaps with a young person
or someone in your near environment, may come into focus today. You are in demand.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

This is a great time to be with others in a working environment. A new
piece of equipment may have everyone chatting at odd times. Use your talents to
assuage the overflow of conversation so that not too much time is wasted and work is
accomplished. You have a natural sense of what to say to people at the most opportune
time. Regarding financial opportunities . . . Be careful when there is a risk financially and
take care not to go along with the group just for approval. This afternoon, there is not
only a desire for outdoor, physical activity, but there will most likely be ample opportuni-
ties to partake in the fun. Domestic tranquility could be enjoyed this evening by listening
very carefully and feeding that information back to the other person for clarity.

Libra (September 23-October 22)

Don't be in such a hurry to get a quick fix. Some problems are not fixed by
pills, food, etc. Consider making a list that has a plus column and a minus column so that
you can compare and weigh out your decision. Your professional life is on the upswing!
You could be representing your company, lecturing or leading others in some orienta-
tion process. Later this afternoon you may be attracted to a few beautiful baubles; be
careful that you do not overspend or indulge too much just now, there are better
opportunities later. A friend or loved one wants to celebrate some accomplishment and
this person longs to hear your words of praise and approval. Bring dinner home or per-
haps you might cook. There are fun times with the family or loved ones this evening.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

It becomes clear that authority figures will want to see your work and
check your accuracy. Make your days easier by doing your best and you

will have nothing about which to worry. Some are impressed at your quick results
and may be concerned with accuracy. Superiors, however, are well pleased. The peo-
ple that criticize you the most are the ones that will soon become your best friends. It
is easy for you to communicate and gain other people's confidence. You can be par-
ticularly witty, and this afternoon you and your friends enjoy socializing. If you are not
romantically involved, you could meet your match through a community organiza-
tion meeting, party or a club meeting later today. Enjoy new dance music.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

You may have serious doubts about the direction in which your life is
heading right now. You are entering a period of emotional change and feeling two ways
at once without getting too deeply into either polarity. You may find yourself at odds
with someone in a meeting today. You may want to go against tradition in your desire to
prove a point. Have patience; others will have your same viewpoint soon. Because of
this realization, take a different approach and solve the problem before chaos sets in by
others. This way you will be able to present another option and not a criticism. Stay
away from gossip as you have enough business to tend to today. This evening is marked

by increased romantic aspiration. There are unexpected rewards tonight.

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Your frustration level may be a bit high this morning; however, in paying
attention to that fact you will actually bring about a focus. With a deep

breath to stay focused, work moves along at a nice little pace. Every time you feel your
mind taking a little side trip, just take that deep breath and once again you will find
progress is easier to accomplish. Listening to your own music or a fun radio station dur-
ing your break today will help to lighten your efforts. You have an unending quest to dis-
cover and uncover fun and exciting things about your world. You may want to visit with
a friend or loved one this afternoon and plan the next big fun adventure. Some great
family members get your attention this evening, as well as a forgotten hobby. 

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Everyone in the workplace seems to be involved in some form of spring
fever. The feeling of today can be best summed up by your realization that you need
to stop and appreciate the good times so that you will always have a memory of
them. Don't feel guilty about taking some time out of your busy day to have lunch
and take a walk around the block or building. Make a conscious effort to balance your
activities daily. Note on dieting: for your wellbeing and temperament, as well as your
health-you actually need a diet that is varied. Weighing and limiting your meals can
be very frustrating. Missing a meal can be a real mistake! Your confidence is strong
and you will find progress is successful. Your love life is improving.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 1542

ACROSS
1. A small amount (especially of a drink).
4. A line drawn on a map connecting points

having the same numerical value of some
variable.

12. The compass point midway between south
and southwest.

15. A federal agency established to coordinate
programs aimed at reducing pollution and
protecting the environment.

16. A distinctive odor that is offensively
unpleasant.

17. Group insurance that entitles members to
services of participating hospitals and
clinics and physicians.

18. Old World nocturnal canine mammal
closely related to the dog.

20. The 7th letter of the Hebrew alphabet.
21. A resource.
22. Undergo ulceration.
23. The person who plays that position on a

football team.
25. In bed.
26. British artist and writer of nonsense verse

(1812-1888).
29. (in Gnosticism) A divine power or nature

emanating from the Supreme Being and
playing various roles in the operation of
the universe.

30. A radioactive element of the actinide
series.

32. A highly unstable radioactive element (the
heaviest of the halogen series).

33. Goods (or wreckage) on the sea bed that is
attached to a buoy so that it can be recov-
ered.

35. An official prosecutor for a judicial district.
37. Combined or joined to increase in size or

quantity or scope.
41. American prizefighter who won the world

heavyweight championship three times
(born in 1942).

45. Mottled curly-grained wood of Pterocarpus
indicus.

47. Low stingless nettle of Central and South
America having velvety brownish-green
toothed leaves and clusters of small green
flowers.

50. A hospital unit staffed and equipped to
provide intensive care.

51. A broad flat muscle on either side of the
back.

52. A gliding joint between the distal ends of
the tibia and fibula and the proximal end
of the talus.

53. The phenomenon of resistance to motion
through a fluid.

56. A Russian river.
58. Destroyed physically or morally.
59. Being ten more than one hundred ninety.
61. A sliver-white metallic element of the plat-

inum group that resembles platinum.
62. First in order of importance.
64. Not only so, but.
66. Long-tailed brilliantly colored parrot of

Central and South America.
67. Any piece of work that is undertaken or

attempted.
71. An alliance made up of states that had

been Soviet Socialist Republics in the
Soviet Union prior to its dissolution in Dec
1991.

75. The elementary stages of any subject (usu-
ally plural).

76. An airfield equipped with control tower
and hangers as well as accommodations
for passengers and cargo.

78. (formerly) A title of respect for a man in
Turkey or Egypt.

79. The longer of the two telegraphic signals
used in Morse code.

80. Moving with great speed.
81. An inflated feeling of pride in your superi-

ority to others.

DOWN
1. Large (to 3 feet) blackish yellow-banded

South American lizard.
2. A translucent mineral consisting of hydrated

silica of variable color.
3. Genus of tropical plants with creeping root-

stocks and small umbellate flowers.
4. A hostel for pilgrims in Turkey.
5. Food mixtures either arranged on a plate or

tossed and served with a moist dressing.
6. A silvery ductile metallic element found pri-

marily in bauxite.
7. East Indian sparsely prickly annual herb or

perennial subshrub widely cultivated for
its fleshy calyxes used in tarts and jelly and
for its bast fiber.

8. An agency of the United Nations affiliated
with the World Bank.

9. An artifact designed to be played with.
10. Edible body of any of numerous oysters.
11. The template for protein synthesis.
12. Building material used as siding or roofing.
13. Perennial mountain rice native to

Mediterranean region and introduced into
North America.

14. Chief god.
19. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked on a

skewer usually with vegetables.
24. A group of Plains Indians formerly living in

what is now North and South Dakota and
Nebraska and Kansas and Arkansas and
Louisiana and Oklahoma and Texas.

27. The sense organ for hearing and equilibri-
um.

28. (Greek mythology) One of the three Graces.
31. A drug (trade names Calan and Isoptin)

used as an oral or parenteral calcium
blocker in cases of hypertension or con-
gestive heart failure or angina or migraine.

34. (Babylonian) God of wisdom and agricul-
ture and patron of scribes and schools.

36. (British) A waterproof raincoat made of
rubberized fabric.

38. United States songwriter noted for his
protest songs (born in 1941).

39. Related on the mother's side.
40. Marked by features of the immediate and

usually discounted past.
42. Of the color of black ink.
43. Make amendments to.
44. A heavy brittle diamagnetic trivalent

metallic element (resembles arsenic and
antimony chemically).

46. United States baseball player and manager
(1873-1934).

48. The 1st letter of the Hebrew alphabet.
49. The state capital of South Australia.
54. A cord that is pulled to open the gasbag of

a balloon wide enough to release gas and
so causes the balloon to descend.

55. All the plant and animal life of a particular
region.

57. A river in western Europe that rises in
northern France and flows generally east
into Belgium where it joins the Neuse at
Namur.

60. Tropical American trees with palmately
compound leaves and showy bell-shaped
flowers.

63. The capital city of Vietnam.
65. United States writer (born in Poland) who

wrote in Yiddish (1880-1957).
68. A French abbot.
69. A brace that extends from the rear of the

keel to support the rudderpost.
70. Knock unconscious or senseless.
72. An associate degree in applied science.
73. Fleshy folds of tissue as those surrounding

the mouth.
74. Call upon in supplication.
77. A hard brittle gray polyvalent metallic ele-

ment that resembles iron but is not mag-
netic.
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Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists

Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444

Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222

Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171

Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999

Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700

Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223

Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)

Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510

Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660

Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478

Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996

Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988

Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166

Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners

Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123

Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312

Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920

Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465

Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528

Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781

Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists

Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534

Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955

Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660

Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120

Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan                                  22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

DrAdrian arbe                                   23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin                       2572-6666 ext 8321

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan                              22655539

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami                  25343406

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly                                  25739272

Dr. Salem soso                                                  22618787

General Surgeons

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer                          22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher             25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart

Dr. Adnan Ebil                                                   22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada                                      22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan                              25728004

Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra                                  25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub                                    24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani                                25654300/3

Paediatricians

Dr. Khaled Hamadi                              25665898

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed                         25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard                             25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar                                   22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof                                  25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare                                  23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew                        24334282

Dermatology

Dr. Mohammed Salam 
Bern University                                      23845955

Dentists

Dr Anil Thomas                                       3729596/3729581

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar                          22641071/2

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed                     22562226

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer                       22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan                              22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash             22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan             25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari                              25620111

Neurologists

Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri         25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan                     25345875

Gastrologists

Dr. Sami Aman                                        22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly         25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali                 22633135

Endocrinologist

     Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman 25339330

     Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

     Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924

Physiotherapists & VD

     Dr. Deyaa Shehab 25722291

     Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees 22666288

Rheumatologists:

     Dr. Adel Al-Awadi 25330060

     Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah 25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart

     DR.Mohammes Akkad           24555050 Ext 210

     Dr. Mohammad Zubaid
     MB, ChB, FRCPC, PACC
     Assistant Professor Of Medicine
     Head, Division of Cardiology
     Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital 25339667

Consultant Cardiologist

     Dr. Farida Al-Habib          2611555-2622555
     MD, PH.D, FACC

     Inaya German Medical Center
     Te: 2575077
     Fax: 25723123

Soor Center
Tel: 2290-1677
Fax: 2290 1688

info@soorcenter.com
www.soorcenter.com

Psychologists
/Psychotherapists

PRIVATE CLINICS

William Schuilenberg, RPC 2290-1677
Zaina Al Zabin, M.Sc. 2290-1677

Kaizen center
25716707

Noor Clinic
23845955

INTERNATIONAL
CALLS

Afghanistan 0093

Albania 00355

Algeria 00213

Andorra 00376

Angola 00244

Anguilla 001264

Antiga 001268

Argentina 0054

Armenia 00374

Australia 0061

Austria 0043

Azerbaijan 00994

Bahamas 001242

Bahrain 00973

Bangladesh 00880

Barbados 001246

Belarus 00375

Belgium 0032

Belize 00501

Benin 00229

Bermuda 001441

Bhutan 00975

Bolivia 00591

Bosnia 00387

Botswana 00267

Brazil 0055

Brunei 00673

Bulgaria 00359

Burkina 00226

Burundi 00257

Cambodia 00855

Cameroon 00237

Canada 001

Cape Verde 00238

Cayman Islands 001345

Central African 00236

Chad 00235

Chile 0056

China 0086

Colombia 0057

Comoros 00269

Congo 00242

Cook Islands 00682

Costa Rica 00506

Croatia 00385

Cuba 0053

Cyprus 00357

Cyprus (Northern) 0090392

Czech Republic 00420

Denmark 0045

Diego Garcia 00246

Djibouti 00253

Dominica 001767

Dominican Republic 001809

Ecuador 00593

Egypt 0020

El Salvador 00503

England (UK) 0044

Equatorial Guinea 00240

Eritrea 00291

Estonia 00372

Ethiopia 00251

Falkland Islands 00500

Faroe Islands 00298

Fiji 00679

Finland 00358

France 0033

French Guiana 00594

French Polynesia 00689

Gabon 00241

Gambia 00220

Georgia 00995

Germany 0049

Ghana 00233

Gibraltar 00350

Greece 0030

Greenland 00299

Grenada 001473

Guadeloupe 00590

Guam 001671

Guatemala 00502

Guinea 00224

Guyana 00592

Haiti 00509

Holland (Netherlands) 0031

Honduras 00504

Hong Kong 00852

Hungary 0036

Ibiza (Spain) 0034

Iceland 00354

India 0091

Indian Ocean 00873

Indonesia 0062

Iran 0098

Iraq 00964

Ireland 00353

Italy 0039

Ivory Coast 00225

Jamaica 001876

Japan 0081

Jordan 00962

Kazakhstan 007

Kenya 00254

Kiribati 00686

Kuwait 00965

Kyrgyzstan 00996

Laos 00856

Latvia 00371

Lebanon 00961

Liberia 00231

Libya 00218

Lesotho 00266

Lithuania 00370

Luxembourg 00352

Macau 00853

Macedonia 00389

Madagascar 00261

Majorca 0034

Malawi 00265

Malaysia 0060

Maldives 00960

Mali 00223

Malta 00356

Marshall Islands 00692

Martinique 00596

Mauritania 00222

Mauritius 00230

Mayotte 00269

Mexico 0052

Micronesia 00691

Moldova 00373

Monaco 00377

Mongolia 00976

Montserrat 001664

Morocco 00212

Mozambique 00258

Myanmar (Burma) 0095

Namibia 00264

Nepal 00977

Netherlands 0031

Netherlands Antilles 00599

New Caledonia 00687

New Zealand 0064

Nicaragua 00505

Nigar 00227

Nigeria 00234

Niue 00683

Norfolk Island 00672

N. Ireland (UK) 0044

North Korea 00850

Norway 0047

Oman 00968

Pakistan 0092

Palau 00680

Panama 00507

Papua New Guinea 00675

Paraguay 00595

Peru 0051

Philippines 0063

Poland 0048

Portugal 00351

Puerto Rico 001787

Qatar 00974

Romania 0040

Russian Federation 007

Rwanda 00250

Saint Helena 00290

Saint Kitts 001869

Saint Lucia 001758

Saint Pierre 00508

Saint Vincent 001784

Samoa US 00684

Samoa West 00685

San Marino 00378

Sao Tome 00239

Saudi Arabia 00966

Scotland (UK) 0044

Senegal 00221

Seychelles 00284

Sierra Leone 00232

Singapore 0065

Slovakia 00421

Slovenia 00386

Solomon Islands 00677

Somalia 00252

South Africa 0027

South Korea 0082

Spain 0034

Sri Lanka 0094

Sudan 00249

Suriname 00597

Swaziland 00268

Sweden 0046

Switzerland 0041

Syria 00963

Serbia 00381

Taiwan 00886

Tanzania 00255

Thailand 0066

Togo 00228

Tonga 00676

Tokelau 00690

Trinidad 001868

Tunisia 00216

Turkey 0090

Tuvalu 00688

Uganda 00256

Ukraine 00380

United Arab Emirates 00976

United Kingdom 0044

Uruguay 00598

USA 001

Uzbekistan 00998

Vanuatu 00678

Venezuela 00582

Vietnam 0084

Virgin Islands UK 001284

Virgin Islands US 001340

Wales (UK) 0044

Yemen 00967

Yugoslavia 00381

Zambia 00260

Zimbabwe 00263
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Arare original drawing of Tintin from
the comic book album "Tintin in
America" will go under the ham-

mer next month, the Artcurial auction
house said Tuesday. The 21x15 cm (8.2 x
5.9 inch) China ink drawing by the
Belgian cartoonist known as Herge, one
of four color plates of the 1937 edition of
the book, is valued at between 600,000
and 700,000 euros ($635,000 and
$740,000), Artcurial said.

The drawing, to be sold with its color
overlay, shows the intrepid boy reporter,
revolver in hand, standing on the running
board of a speeding taxi chasing evil-
doers in the streets of Chicago. Herge col-
or plates-limited to four in each of eight
black-and-white albums from "Tintin in
the Congo" (1931) to "The Crab with the
Golden Claws" (1941) — rarely appear on
the market. 

The April 8 auction will feature several
other Herge works including a collection
of drawings published in the Belgian
newspaper ahead of the release of the

album "Red Rackham's Treasure." One of
the drawings shows crusty sailor Captain
Haddock wearing a plumed hat and bran-
dishing a sword alongside Tintin and his
dog Snowy. Original Tintin comic book
drawings have been fetching millions at
auctions over the last few years.

In November an original drawing from
"Explorers on the Moon" sold for 1.55 mil-
lion euros at Artcurial, setting a record for
a single cartoon drawing. The 1954 book
is viewed as one of Herge's masterpieces.
Herge already holds the world record for
the sale of a comic strip. A double-page
ink drawing that served as the inside cov-
er for all the Tintin adventures published
between 1937 and 1958 sold for 2.65 mil-
lion euros in 2014 (some $3.6 million at
the time) to an American fan. Herge sold
some 230 million Tintin albums by the
time of his death in 1983. — AFP

Rare original drawing from 
Tintin in America to go on sale

German opera singer Kurt Moll, whose deep bass voice
and interpretations of Mozart, Wagner and Strauss
won him admirers worldwide, has died aged 78, the

Bavarian State Opera announced. Moll died on Sunday "after
a long and serious illness," it said, without specifying the
cause of death. Moll, who originally wanted to be a cellist, was
one of the most famous operatic bass singers of the post
World War II era. He made his debut in 1968 at the Bayreuth
Festival which celebrates the works of Richard Wagner and
performed for Pope VI at the Vatican and leading opera hous-
es worldwide.

In 1970, he performed what would go on to be a lifelong
signature role for him:  Sarastro in Mozart's "The Magic Flute"
at the renowned Salzburg Festival. "Kurt Moll could bring the
great bass roles from Wagner, Mozart and Strauss to life like
no one else," Bavarian State Opera artistic director Nikolaus
Bachler said. "His death is a great loss for the Bavarian State
Opera and all our colleagues, for his public in Munich,
Germany and the whole world."— AFP 

German opera singer 
Kurt Moll dies at 78

Picture shows German singer Kurt Moll after
he was awarded the Maximiliansorden order

of merit in Munich, southern Germany. — AFP

Uma Thurman

joins cast of new
Lars von Trier thriller

Uma Thurman is to star in Lars von Trier's new serial killer
thriller "The House That Jack Built", producers
announced Tuesday as shooting got underway in

Sweden. The US actress-no stranger to gore thanks to her roles
in "Pulp Fiction" and "Kill Bill", will appear alongside Matt Dillon
and Bruno Ganz for the controversial Danish director's first fea-
ture since 2013's "Nymphomaniac", which also starred Thurman. 

"Uma and Lars first worked together on Nymphomaniac and
complimented each other in an exceptional way; I can't wait to
see which character they'll create together this time," producer
Louise Vesth said in a statement. Elvis Presley's grand-daughter
Riley Keough of "Mad Max" fame has also joined the cast. Due
out in 2018, the first stage of filming is taking place in
Bengtsfors, close to the western city of Trollhattan which serves
as the hub for the Swedish and Danish cinema industries.
Shooting will move to Copenhagen in May. 

"The House That Jack Built" is set in the 1970s and stars
Dillon as Jack, an extremely intelligent serial killer who consid-
ers murder to be an art form. "Despite the fact that the final
and inevitable police intervention is drawing ever near... he is-
contrary to all logic-set on taking greater and greater
chances," producers said. Known for his black humour and
shocking scenes of sex and violence, von Trier has avoided the
media since 2011 when he was kicked out of the Cannes festi-
val for telling a news conference he sympathized "a little bit"
with Adolf Hitler. He later apologized for the comment. — AFP 

Hollywood stars on Tuesday hit the
red carpet in Warsaw for a gala
screening of a film about a Polish

couple who risked their lives to hide hun-
dreds of Jews in a zoo during World War II.

Based on actual events, "The
Zookeeper's Wife" tells the story of then
zoo director Jan Zabinski and his wife
Antonina, who together saved nearly 300
people, mostly Jews smuggled out of the
city's ghetto, by providing them shelter in
their villa basement. Thankfully, the Nazi
Germans occupying Poland never found
out. "Antonina and Jan were ordinary peo-
ple who risked everything-their safety and
the safety of their children-to save others. 

They fostered hope in a time that was
so dark," Oscar-nominated US actress
Jessica Chastain, who plays Antonina, told
reporters ahead of the screening. "What
Jan and Antonina did was so extraordi-
nary. But they did it for one very simple
reason: because it was the right thing to
do," director Niki Caro, who was born in
New Zealand, told reporters in the Polish
capital. Israel's Yad Vashem Holocaust
remembrance centre later recognized the
Zabinskis as Righteous Among the
Nations, an award bestowed upon non-
Jews who helped Jews during the
Holocaust. 

The movie, which hits theatres world-
wide in late March, is based on a book of
the same name by American author Diane
Ackerman, who relied heavily on
Antonina's own memoirs from the 1960s.

Caro said she never "really wanted to do a
Holocaust movie, but this one was so dif-
ferent." "You know, most of our war movies
are about men. But this is one that was
about a woman and children and animals
and all of those things interest me very
much," she said.

Secret tune    
While her husband was out most days

working with the Polish underground
resistance, Antonina took care of their
secret guests as well an eclectic collection
of pets including a piglet, an otter and a
badger. Danger was ever present, as the
Nazi Germans were constantly milling
around the zoo. Helping Jews-even offer-
ing them a glass of water-was punishable
by death in occupied Poland. Whenever
the Nazis approached, Antonina would
warn her secret guests by playing a special
tune on the piano and they would escape
outside via a tunnel in the basement. 

The movie also stars German actor
Daniel Bruhl and Belgian-born Johan
Heldenbergh, who along with Caro and
Chastain said they would join a Warsaw
march on Wednesday to mark International
Women's Day.  Historical records show that
six million European Jews died in the Nazi
German genocide during World War II. All
but two of the people hidden by the
Zabinskis survived. — AFP

Celebrity Chef and cookbook author
Michael Symon plans to open a restau-
rant at Cleveland Hopkins International

Airport this spring. The Bar Symon restaurant
planned for the airport is expected to open in
April. United Concessions Group, the control-
ling partner for Bar Symon in airports, con-
firmed the plans Tuesday. Cleveland's Bar
Symon will be the third airport restaurant in
the Symon chain. 

The first Bar Symon airport restaurant
opened at Pittsburgh International Airport in
2012, and a second one opened at Washington
Dulles International Airport in 2015. Menu
items include several of Symon's comfort-food
favorites, including his Lola Burger and
Rosemary Fries. There also will be a full bar. The
chef is the host of several shows on the Food
Network and the Cooking Channel and oper-
ates several restaurants. — AP

Kristen Stewart used to fight like heck to
keep her private life private, including
her relationship with her "Twilight" co-

star Robert Pattinson, but then she came to
grips with her celebrity status. In July, she
revealed for the first time that she had an on-
again, off-again girlfriend, followed most
recently by her first hosting gig on "Saturday
Night Live," when she joked in a swipe at
Republican President Donald Trump, "I'm, like,
so gay, dude."

The idea, Stewart said in reports on People
and elsewhere, was to spread acceptance,
adding to The Sunday Times of London:
"Considering I had so many eyes on me, I sud-
denly realized (my private life) affects a
greater number of people than just me. It was
an opportunity to surrender a bit of what was
mine, to make even one other person feel
good about themselves." Coming out pub-
licly, Stewart said, "just seemed important
and topical."

Stewart said during a recent round of
interviews for her upcoming film "Personal

Shopper" that there was another motive
behind her Trump-focused riff last month on
"SNL": "We just wanted to make the mono-
logue funny." — AP

Connoisseurs of "Friends" will remember ditzy, loveable
masseuse and occasional folk guitarist Phoebe Buffay's
surrogate pregnancy storyline, written into the smash-hit

NBC comedy to accommodate Lisa Kudrow's real-life baby
bump. Well, prepare to feel old because it is 18 years since 27
million Americans tuned in to see Phoebe give birth to triplets,
and Kudrow's son Julian, born a few months before the episode
aired, is already preparing to go to college.

"Friends," seen on US television from 1994 to 2004, won
dozens of awards and garnered global celebrity for Kudrow and
her co-stars Jennifer Aniston, Matt LeBlanc, David Schwimmer,
Courteney Cox and Matthew Perry. The 53-year-old Californian
has appeared in around two dozen movies and TV series since it
ended-the latest of which, DreamWorks animated feature "The
Boss Baby," has her reflecting on the challenges of parenthood.

"Whenever I play a mother, I try to draw on my own experi-
ence as a mother. There are some pretty universal truths,"
Kudrow told AFP ahead of the movie's March 31 US release. "The
Boss Baby" sees her playing the mother to a newborn like any
other, except that he wears a suit, carries a briefcase and speaks
with the voice and wit of Alec Baldwin-and turns out to be a fully
grown spy in a baby's body.

Imposter   
If the premise sounds daft, the high-wire plot weaves in larg-

er themes such as the jolt an only child experiences when an

"imposter" sibling turns up, demanding the love and attention
they were once able to monopolize. Kudrow herself disrupted a
settled family when she came into the world, the youngest by
six years of three children born to a professional couple in
California's sun-kissed San Fernando Valley.

She laughs at the suggestion that she might have been
something of a manipulative "boss toddler" herself, but admits
she would seek special treatment at home. "I think I saw early on
if I was irritating my brother and sister, I would just use what I'd
heard my parents say-'I'm just little-I don't know,'" Kudrow said.
The actress, descended from Jewish immigrants who fled the
Soviet Union, graduated in biology and began following the
family vocation-her brother David is a neurologist and her father
Lee was a physician-as a researcher specializing in headaches. 

She was nudged into show business by a comedian family
friend. And after a stint in improv theater and a handful of bit-
parts, she won an early role as airhead waitress Ursula Buffay
on NBC sitcom "Mad About You."  The name should sound
familiar as Kudrow reprised the character in "Friends,"
although it was in her main role as Ursula's nicer twin sister,
Phoebe, that the actress earned six Emmy nominations, win-
ning the award in 1998.

Awkwardness    
Starring parts came in movies "Romy and Michele's High

School Reunion," "The Opposite of Sex" and "Analyze This," and

Kudrow found herself facing the dilemma male stars seem large-
ly to avoid-balancing work and home life. She says it wasn't until
her son was in fourth grade that she realized she was spending
too much time away and cut back on her acting. Kudrow started
on "Friends" at $13,500 per episode, but over five contract nego-
tiations became the highest paid TV actress of all time alongside
her female castmates, receiving $1 million per episode.

The money has allowed her the luxury of picking roles she
finds intriguing and often she gravitates towards the same kind
of cringe worthy characters preferred by British filmmaker and
comedian Ricky Gervais. In acclaimed roles on "Friends," "The
Comeback" and "Web Therapy," Kudrow has reveled in the
charm of characters whose appeal lies largely in the awkward-
ness their lack of self-awareness creates. "I think they don't know
that they're setting their dignity aside," she says. "They're com-
pletely unaware that that's what they're doing for the greater
good, however you want to judge their version of the greater
good. That stuff makes me laugh." — AFP 

Hollywood stars in Warsaw for 
Holocaust biopic set in zoo

Flemish actor Johan Heldenbergh, right, and US actress Jessica Chastain attends a press
conference prior to the gala screening of  The Zookeeper’s Wife in Warsaw. — AFP

In this file photo, Kristen Stewart arrives at
the 23rd annual ELLE Women in Hollywood
Awards at the Four Season Hotel in Los
Angeles. — AP

Celebrity Chef Michael 

Symon to open restaurant

Kristen Stewart explains why 

she went public about love life

US actress and model Uma Thurman poses during the
photocall before the Christian Dior women’s Fall-Winter
ready-to-wear collection fashion show in Paris. — AFP

Friends star Lisa Kudrow on the mother of all parts

This file photo shows Lisa Kudrow attends the
red carpet arrivals at the Women’s Cancer
Research Fund’s event ‘An Unforgettable

Evening’ at the Beverly Wilshire hotel in
Beverly Hills. — AFP
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The third edition of Qumra, the industry ini-
tiative by the Doha Film Institute, com-
menced with a celebration of Modern

Masters and New Voices in cinema, with accom-
plished filmmakers and industry professionals as
well as emerging talents converging in Doha for
a six-day event that aims to nurture the new
generation of filmmakers. 

Fatma Al-Remaihi, Chief Executive Officer of
the Doha Film Institute, welcomed the interna-
tional gathering, and highlighted the role of
Qumra as "a modern project incubator, and a
specially curated industry matchmaker event
that brings together global film experts for learn-
ing and for sharing experiences."

She said: "We established Qumra as an initia-
tive that represents the culmination of our
diverse funding, training and development pro-
grammes. Our focus remains to cultivate the
exchange of knowledge, ideas, creativity and
inspiration, and create a supportive and produc-
tive space for projects by emerging filmmakers
to benefit from interactions with some of the
most experienced industry professionals." 

The opening day was marked by the screen-
ing of the first Modern Masters screening of
Lisbon Story (Germany, Portugal/1994), produced
by Qumra Master, the internationally acclaimed
producer Paulo Branco. Directed by Wim
Wenders, the exquisitely crafted film is regarded
as a powerful paean to filmmaking. The screening
was followed by a Q&A session with Branco. 

The 2017 Qumra Masters include contempo-
rary Iranian master Asghar Farhadi; French
auteur Bruno Dumont; Cambodian creative
documentarian Rithy Panh, Argentina's emi-
nent filmmaker Lucrecia Martel. "The Masters
program is at the heart of Qumra, and presents
a unique opportunity for emerging talents to

connect with luminaries of modern cinema and
find inspiration in their works and experience,"
said Fatma Al-Remaihi. "By sharing their per-
sonal perspectives on filmmaking, the Qumra
Masters provide lasting benefit to our emerg-
ing filmmakers and make a meaningful impact
on their careers." 

Another highlight of the opening day was the
New Voices Shorts Programme screening - fea-
turing five short films by emerging regional tal-
ents including Qatari filmmakers. The films
screened were:  Kashta (2016) by A J Al-Thani; I
Have Been Watching You All Along (2017) by
Rawda Al-Thani; Turtles Are Always Home (2016)
by Rawane Nassif ;  RED (2017) by Kholood
Mohammed Al-Ali; and Our Time Is Running Out
(2017) by Meriem Mesraoua.

"In many ways, these screenings exemplify
the Doha Film institute's work year-round in nur-
turing emerging talents from Qatar and the
wider region. They demonstrate the passion and
creativity of our filmmakers, and the support sys-
tems that are in place and in action, to further
enhance the regional film landscape," added
Fatma Al-Remaihi.

On Saturday, Qumra hosted the Modern
Master screening of L'il Quinquin (France, 2014)
directed by Qumra Master Bruno Dumont, at 7
pm, and the New Voices in Cinema screening of
Holy Cow (Azerbaijan, Germany, Romania,
Qatar/2015) by Imamaddin Hasanov at 4 pm.
Both screenings are at the Museum of Islamic
Arts Auditorium.  On Saturday, Paulo Branco will
also conduct his Master class for the Qumra dele-
gates. Visit www.dohafilminstitute.com for online
and in person ticketing details for the screenings.

Qumra hosts leading international filmmak-
ers, producers, industry experts and profession-
als, for intense brainstorming, knowledge-shar-

ing and nurturing sessions with talents associ-
ated with 34 films from 25 countries. Directors
and producers attached to 18 narrative feature
films, 7 feature documentaries and 9 short films
are participating in the event being held until
March 8 at Souq Al-Waqif and the Museum of
Islamic Arts.

New to Qumra this year are the Accredited
Delegates Programme, developed for profession-
als from diverse backgrounds which will allow
100 local and regional delegates to access more
opportunities and be a part of the platform for
discovery, and 'Qumra Talks', a series of three
specially curated discussions that gathers leaders

from the technology, film, TV and online worlds
to share their insights on trending topics impact-
ing the international film industry.

3rd Qumra commences in Doha celebrating Modern Masters and New Voices in cinema

Diego Maradona fans have anoth-
er reason to make a pilgrimage
to Naples: a new mural of the

Argentine legend has gone up to mark
30 years since he led local club Napoli
to its first Italian title. Painted by artist
Jorit Agoch, the giant, head-and-shoul-
ders depiction of a middle-aged
Maradona with grey-flecked hair and
beard adorns the side of a building in
San Giovanni Teduccio, a tough neigh-
borhood known locally as "The Bronx".

Maradona was already the subject
of a famous mural in the city's Spanish
Quarter, which portrays him dribbling
with ball at his feet in a manner remi-
niscent of when he was in his prime.
That one was restored last year and
there are discussions underway about
making Maradona an honorary citizen
of Naples to mark the May anniversary
of the clinching of the 1987 title - a
groundbreaking triumph that was
repeated, again under Maradona's
leadership, in 1990.

Passing in front of the new mural on
Tuesday, hours before Napoli's
Champions League clash with Real
Madrid, retired sailor Giuseppe said
Maradona was still revered "like a saint"
in the city - despite voicing reservations
about the star's run-ins with the Italian
tax authorities. "In my opinion he was the
the greatest player of all time - better
even than Pele," he told AFPTV. 

"The one thing that's sure is that
when he was here, Napoli won a lot,
although I don't agree him not paying
his taxes when I have to pay them on
my pension." Maradona recently visited
the city for the first time in four years
and he gave the team a pep-talk before
their 3-1 first leg defeat by Real in the
Champions League last-16 tie.

Cocaine ban, tax conviction 
He was not expected to be at yester-

day's return leg but another local,
diehard fan Mario, said the player
would always be with the club in spirit.

"I was 16 when he arrived in Naples in
1984. I followed him to every ground in
Italy and I am still a Napoli ultra. For
me, no-one can take his place." The
Maradona-era triumphs of Napoli over
the much wealthier, trophied clubs of
Turin and Milan had a resonance
beyond football.

It was about an underdog having his
day, the proud but impoverished south
hitting back at the snooty north under
the irrepressible leadership of a genial
little general who embodied the urchin
spirit of the sprawling port city's poorer
neighborhoods. Maradona played the
best football of his career at Napoli. It
was during his 1984-91 spell at the club
that he led an otherwise unexceptional
Argentina squad to glory in the 1986
World Cup in Mexico.

These days however not everyone is
convinced a city plagued by the drugs
turf wars of organised crime should
necessary play up the association with
Maradona. His Napoli career ended in
a 15-month ban for cocaine use and
was also tainted by a subsequent con-
viction for not paying millions of euros
of taxes while at the club and by
reports of links to members of the
local mafia, the Camorra.

The honorary citizenship motion
was voted down by the local council on
Monday, although it is expected to be
tabled again and approved in time for
the May anniversary. The new mural
however seems to have won unani-
mous approval.  Local community
activist Luisa Sannino told La
Repubblica: "Perhaps now it will
become the neighborhood with the
Maradona painting, rather than one
called the Bronx." — AFP 

Maradona mural
celebrates Naples

'Saint Diego'

A picture shows the unfinished mural of football superstar Diego Armando
Maradona by Italian artist Jorit Agoch in a district known as the Bronx in San
Giovanni a Teduccio, near Naples, southern Italy. — AFP

In a small room a prison on the outskirts of
Panama City, Kathia Thomas carefully presses
the screen on a digital sewing machine to

choose the colors and embroidery on her next item
of clothing. Surrounded by other women, and by
threads, patterns and a few religious images,
Thomas, a 43-year-old mother of five children, is
preparing the next collection behind bars. She is
part of IntegrArte, a brand of clothes, accessories
and decorative objects-all made by inmates.

Thomas spends eight hours a day in the sewing
room, mostly concentrating on embroidery. It goes
toward reducing her three-year sentence for deal-
ing drugs. The Cecilia Orillac de Chiari penitentiary
where she is kept holds 800 female prisoners, living
in houses that feature kitchens, laundries, wash-
rooms and dormitories. "The problem inside is that
it triggers many things. That's why you always need
something to do to keep the mind occupied," she
said. "Making clothes frees you," she added.

A way to feel normal
Twenty-five women work for IntegrArte in the

prison, while another 50 receive sewing lessons. So
far, the brand has brought out one collection,
called Paraiso Etnico (Ethnic Paradise) which com-
bines styles from the 1970s and 1980s with tradi-

tional handiwork typical to Panama. "I love making
clothes because it's a way for me to feel totally nor-
mal," said a Colombian inmate, Claudia Luna,
although she added that in prison "we lack a lot of
material and work basically with our fingers, with
whatever we have around."

In all, four penitentiaries in Panama offer the
same sort of social reinsertion work program,
which is backed by the United Nations and which
shaves time off sentences. Some 100 inmates
take part. In the Cecilia Orillac de Chiari facility,
women produce clothes, hats, necklaces and
purses. In the other three prisons, men work on
household items and handicrafts. Panama's vice
president, Isabel de Saint Malo, said the involve-
ment of the women in an economic activity was
"fundamental to the efforts toward equal oppor-
tunities for men and for women."

Model prisoners 
The IntegrArte brand has been registered by the

government, but a couple more steps are needed
before it enters the market. In the meantime, sever-
al ministers-including De Saint Malo-have been
wearing its clothes, including those made by Luna,
who is also locked up for drug trafficking. "Dressing
a vice president is the biggest thing I have ever

done. Outside I would never thought that I would
get to know a person like that," Luna said.

Hania Fonseca, the manager of IntegrArte, said:
"Each item that we put out carries with it the histo-
ry of the person who made it."

Locked away, the prisoners cannot hire models
to try on their garb, so they do their own runway
shows. In a small yard, several inmates, wearing
makeup and carefully coiffed, try on different
pieces and designs. Some of them used to be
among the more rebellious, "climbing on roofs and
inciting strikes," explained the prison's director,
Lizeth Berrocal. Now, they've become "model" pris-
oners, focusing on fashion in the hopes of launch-
ing catwalk careers once they get released. 

"This is an opportunity for someone locked up
to show that they can become different, they can
change and become better," said one of them,
Teresa Santamaria, sporting an embroidered white
top. Another inmate, Stefani Edwards, sashayed
down the improvised runway to show off a colorful
Afro-Caribbean dress. "Modeling was always my
dream. But I never had the financial or family back-
ing," she said. "I think when I get out of here that
will be my goal."

Other inmates said the clothes-making and
the modeling made them discover skills they
never knew they had. They also believed that
giving themselves over to fashion allowed them
to escape, for periods at a time, from the tough
reality of living behind bars. Thomas, behind her
digital sewing machine, said: "There are women
who-more than a gift or punishment-just need
to have someone listen to them. Here, there are
no bad women." — AFP

A stitch in time: Fashioning 
a life behind bars in Panama

Inmates wearing creations of
the brand IntegraArte, pose at
the Cecilia Orillac de Chiari
Women's Rehabilitation Centre
in Panama City.

Inmates work in the making of clothes at the Cecilia Orillac de Chiari Women's Rehabilitation Centre in Panama City. — AFP photos
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An Egyptian court ordered a record fine of EP 100,000
and one-year imprisonment for a man found guilty of
illegally distributing and selling stolen entertainment

content without holding the required licences and without
permission of the owners.  The Economic Court of
Alexandria found the defendant guilty of two charges of set-
ting up an illegal broadcast network as well as breaking
intellectual property laws.

The court found that the defendant had been stealing
content and illegally re-broadcasting satellite channels via
the internet and an illegal cable network in contravention of
Egypt's Communications Regulations Law 10 of 2003.
General Sharif Abdulhameed, Director of Alexandria
Investigation Department, said: "We view content theft seri-
ously and will take stern action against offenders. The court
ruling should serve as a reminder that stealing content or
illegal sharing, through any channel, is a criminal offence. 

We request the cooperation of all, including the public, in
refraining from encouraging such acts, which drain our
national exchequer and impact our creative industry." OSN,
the region's premier entertainment company, whose chan-
nels were the subject of the case, welcomed the judgement
as a major blow to the criminals who are threatening the
creative industry in the region. Sophie Moloney, OSN Chief
Legal Officer and spokesperson on Content Protection, said:

"The judges have sent out a very strong message. Stealing
content from OSN, and other legal owners, can land you in
jail as well as face very big fines in Egypt."

"We are extremely grateful to the Egyptian Police and
enforcement authorities for their hard work on this case.
Together we can do a lot to thwart the criminals who steal
our content, and help to protect the rights of the creative
people who make the wonderful entertainment programs
and movies we all love to watch." OSN is part of an industry
coalition, comprising broadcasters and satellite operators,
who meet regularly to share intelligence on content theft, or
piracy, and work together to raise awareness across the
MENA region of the impact of this illegal activity.

In addition, OSN has built strong relationships with gov-
ernments and enforcement agencies in Egypt, the UAE, KSA,
Jordan, Bahrain, Oman and Kuwait to support legal action
against criminals selling illegal satellite set-top-boxes and
IPTV decoders, as well as those running illegal online
streaming services. To date, OSN has taken down numerous
links that shared stolen content and participated in a signifi-
cant number of raids across the region. OSN uses the latest
encryption technology to identify its content and who may
be distributing it without permission. 

Egyptian court orders one-year imprisonment 
and record fine for television content theft 

With its red-painted window frames and sooty
facade, the empty two-storey building on
Gongping Road is typical of many of

Shanghai's pre-World War II structures-but this one
houses dark memories. The crumbling mansion is one
of 150 sites in the Chinese metropolis formerly used as
"comfort stations", part of the vast system of sexual
slavery established by Japan for its invading armed
forces before and during World War II. 

Around 30 are believed left in the city, but these
silent witnesses to history are disappearing amid rapid

urban development and China's hesitance to memori-
alize the painful episode. "All these historical remains
are slowly being demolished. There are fewer and few-
er," said Bao Xiaqin, an expert on China-Japan relations
at the city's Fudan University. Mainstream historians
agree that around 200,000 so-called "comfort
women", mostly from Korea but also from other Asian
nations including China, were forced to work in
Japanese military brothels during World War II. 

Calls to preserve such sites, and remember their
victims' suffering, have until recently been muzzled by
China's desire to play down one of the most sensitive

issues in its stormy relationship with Japan. There are
glimmers of hope. The Gongping Road site was to be
razed in a redevelopment plan but was saved last year
after historian Su Zhiliang highlighted the building's
past and Chinese media amplified it.

Uphill battle 
But it remains an uphill battle for Su, of Shanghai

Normal University, who has waged a crusade to spot-
light "comfort women" suffering. When he first began
delving into the issue in the early 1990s, authorities

prevented Su from publishing his research. "The
Chinese government has really not done enough. This
is a wartime human rights issue, but in order to main-
tain good relations with Japan the government does
not give the issue much support," Su told AFP.

He now raises money for survivors, of whom there
are only 17 known in China, none in Shanghai. Many
were stigmatized and ostracized after the war, receiv-
ing no special government assistance. But a rightward
shift in Japanese politics under Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe, and a more assertive China under President Xi
Jinping, are giving oxygen to the issue, experts say. A

former "comfort station" in Nanjing, 300 kilometers
west of  Shanghai, was converted into a museum by
local authorities, opening in December 2015.

Su, meanwhile, was granted permission to
upgrade his display of archives into a museum, which
opened in October in a building on his campus. Just
outside, a statue representing two "comfort women"-
one Chinese, one Korean-also was unveiled. China has
also recently made available documents on "comfort
women" from its official archives, amid an internation-
al effort to include them in the UNESCO International
Memory of The World Register.

The effort proposes to recognize the Japanese sys-
tem as a tragedy comparable to the Holocaust and
Cambodian genocide. "The Chinese state has latched
onto this issue as a means of getting at Japan," said
Edward Vickers, a researcher at Kyushu University in
Japan. "For the Chinese Communist Party it serves the
purpose of portraying Japan as some kind of interna-
tional pariah to some extent, now as in the past." 

Japan bristles 
Japan finally acknowledged in the early 1990s that

the "comfort women" system existed. It has apolo-
gized repeatedly and offered compensation. It now
bristles at growing efforts to shine further light on the
matter. In January, Abe called on South Korea to
remove a "comfort woman" statue placed defiantly
outside the Japanese consulate in the city of Busan.
Tokyo also recalled its ambassador in anger. 

In a statement to AFP, Japan's consulate in
Shanghai condemned Su's museum and the statue
outside it as "extremely regrettable." "We do not con-
sider these actions helpful for improving Japan-China
relations," it said. Su recently began talks with
Shanghai authorities on preserving a building he
believes housed the first-ever "comfort station" and
converting it to a museum. Flimsy wooden partitions
in the building's interior divide it into dimly lit,
makeshift apartment spaces. 

Treading its creaky floorboards, an elderly woman
said she-like many living in or near former Shanghai
"comfort stations" — have heard of the buildings' his-
tories. "After the Japanese came they could do what-
ever they wanted. Who could control them?" she said,
peering through thick glasses. City officials did not
respond to AFP requests for comment. "That even the
first-ever 'comfort station' in the world has still not
been fully protected, this is really regrettable, so we
need to work hard," Su said. — AFP

Astriking combination of glass,
curves and straight lines-the
Tsentrosoyuz building in down-

town Moscow stands as a monument
to modernist architecture and the
genius of its famed designer Le
Corbusier. Completed in 1936 to
house the Soviet Union's ministry of
light industry, the inventive office
block was the first major public com-
mission received by the legendary
Swiss-French architect. 

It is a symbol of the experimental-
ism of the early years of Communist
rule but conservationists are now wor-
ried that the historical building could
be overshadowed by a 58-metre tall
business centre, being mooted for
right next door. For the time being,
there is no question of Le Corbusier's
creation-renovated in 2013 -- being
touched. It is classified as a protected
historic monument by the authorities
and the current inhabitants-state sta-
tistics agency Rosstat-have no inten-
tion of moving out.  

But the potential destruction of
two neighboring late 19th century
residential buildings to make way for
the new business centre has set some
preservationists on edge. "If this proj-
ect is realized it will change in a very
regrettable way the immediate envi-
ronment of the Tsentrosoyuz," Antoine
Picon, the president of the Fondation
Le Corbusier, wrote in a letter sent in
January to Russia's culture minister
and the mayor of Moscow. "The
design took into account the make-up
of the buildings that existed at the
time," he wrote. Picon said that he was
still to receive a reply to his letter. 

Enormous changes 
The Moscow building applied

some of Le Corbusier's architectural
principles, including a curtain-wall
facade and flat roof, and was made of
concrete and red tuff stone, a type of
volcanic rock. One of the fathers of
modern architecture, Le Corbusier's
ideas about utilitarian concrete build-
ings have altered the face of cities
across the planet and have had an
equally profound influence on urban
planning.

According to preservation group,
Arkhnadzor, the buildings slated to
make way for the business centre are
owned by Russia's defense ministry,
but a private investor, Fin.Kom, now
holds the rights to develop the
15,000-square-metre site. When con-

tacted, Fin.Kom did not respond.
Moscow's cultural heritage authorities
said that they have not yet "received
or agreed to" any application for work
at the site. 

But they confirmed that the build-
ings were not classified for preserva-
tion and could, in principle, be torn
down. "We do not currently have
knowledge of any threats to the
Tsentrosoyuz," they added. But in a
sign that preparations for the devel-
opment could be speeding up, a
group of state-approved planning
experts last year issued a favorable
ruling for the developers. 

They insisted that, given the "enor-
mous changes that have taken place
over the past quarter-century" in the
area, the two residential buildings are
now "obsolete." City officials must still
approve the experts' findings. But in
December, city hall published draft
development plans that included
replacing two old residential blocks
with a 58-metre high building. For
those fighting to protect Moscow's
architectural heritage, these moves
are a major blow. 

Concentration of riches    
Some 17 Le Corbusier projects

around the world were added to
UNESCO's World Heritage List in 2016
and, while Tsentrosoyuz is not among
them, it is viewed as a potential future
candidate. Experts say erecting the
business centre next door would likely
dash those hopes. More generally, as
the Moscow skyline has changed dra-
matically in recent years, conservation-
ists complain that the project is symp-
tomatic of official disregard for protect-
ing the historic gems studding the city. 

"To put a construction that will be
twice as big next to such a building...
that means reshaping the whole dis-
trict and disfiguring its appearance
even more,"  said Konstantin
Mikhailov,  of  Arkhnadzor,  which
works to preserve Russian heritage.
"Moscow is a place where there is a
concentration of riches and where
there exists a lot of pressure from
investors," he said. "Authorities in the
city can't always resist this pressure
and sometimes they even encourage
it themselves." — AFP 

Development plan raises fears 

for Moscow Le Corbusier gem

A picture shows cars passing by the Tsentrosoyuz building in Moscow, the office
block designed by Swiss-French architect Le Corbusier and completed in 1936 to
house the Soviet Union's ministry of light industry. 

This picture shows an abandoned room of the Hainai House, a former mil-
itary brothel, in Shanghai's Hongkou district. — AFP photos

This picture shows the Hainai House, a former military brothel, in
Shanghai's Hongkou district.  

China comfort women history buried as brothels fall

This picture shows two statues symbolizing so-called comfort women in a park in
Shanghai.  

This picture shows a statue symbolizing so-called comfort
women in a park in Shanghai.  

This picture shows pictures of so-called comfort women on a wall in a museum in Shanghai.  
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Teen model Shonali Khatun strutted the catwalk as
the audience cheered at a fashion show in
Bangladesh's capital. But Shonali is no ordinary

model, and this was no ordinary show. She and the 14
other models are survivors of acid attacks, common in
this South Asian country, where spurned lovers or dis-
gruntled family members sometimes resort to hurling
skin-burning acid at their victims. The fashion show,
held Tuesday night in Dhaka and attended by fashion
lovers, rights activists and diplomats including the US
ambassador to Bangladesh, aimed to redefine the
notion of beauty while calling attention to the menace
of such attacks.

For 14-year-old Shonali, the event was nothing short
of empowering. She was attacked just days after she
was born amid a property dispute involving her par-
ents, and was left with burn scars on her face and arms.
She spent nearly three years in a hospital and under-

went eight operations. Her attacker has never been
caught. "I am so happy to be here," she said. "One day I
want to be a physician." The models, including three
men, walked the catwalk, dancing and singing and
showcasing woven handloom Bangladeshi designs. The
show was choreographed by local designer Bibi Russel.

Organizers said they hoped to highlight the fact
that acid victims, too often overlooked, are a vital
part of society. They deliberately chose to hold the
event on the eve of International Women's Day. "We
are here today to show their inner strength, as they
have come a long way," said Farah Kabir, country
director of ActionAid Bangladesh, which organized
the show. "I often take inspiration from them. Their
courage is huge." Bangladesh has struggled to deal
with acid attacks in recent decades, and has institut-
ed harsh punishments for the perpetrators, including
the death penalty. 

The country has also trained doctors to treat such
sensitive cases and attempted to control the sale of
acid, but has failed to eliminate the scourge entirely. In
2016, some 44 people were attacked with acid in
Bangladesh - an annual number that has remained rela-
tively stable. "I am ashamed of having such things in
the country," Kabir said. "Unfortunately, in Bangladesh
we do have acid victims because of either gender dis-
crimination or violence, or because of greed. And we
want to remind everyone the kind of injustice that has
been meted out to them." — AP

In this photo, Bangladeshi acid attack survivors walk down the catwalk during the event Beauty Redefined in Dhaka, Bangladesh. — AP photos

Acid victims redefine beauty in Bangladesh fashion show

"In this photo, a Bangladeshi
acid attack survivor gets her
make up applied during the

event Beauty Redefined in
Dhaka, Bangladesh.

France's advertising regulator has ordered fashion
house Saint Laurent to remove posters of
extremely thin models in "degrading" poses after

an outcry over their appearance around Paris. The cam-
paign features a reclining woman in a fur coat and fish-
net tights opening her legs and another of a model in a
leotard and roller skate stilettos bending over a stool.
Stephane Martin, head of advertising regulator ARPP,
said Tuesday that his organization had received 120
complaints over the way the posters depicted women.

The authority bars all "degrading and humiliating"

representations of people. It has written to Saint
Laurent asking them to "stop the use of these images,
to withdraw them or to change them," Martin said,
explaining that a more detailed assessment of the cam-
paign would be made on Friday. Britain's advertising
watchdog banned a Saint Laurent advert two years ago
that featured an overly thin model whose ribcage was
showing. The latest campaign was created in-house by
Saint Laurent, which is under new young Belgian
designer Anthony Vaccarello whose debut collection
featured a dress that exposes one breast. Saint Laurent

has declined to comment. Ironically, the label made its
name by putting women in men's tuxedos, a gesture
that chimed with the rising feminist wave of the 1970s.
The poster campaign "ticks all the sexist boxes. The
women are objectified, hypersexualised and put in sub-
missive positions," Raphaelle Remy-Leleu from French
women's group, Osez le feminisme ("Dare to be
Feminist"), said. — AFP 

Saint Laurent ordered to 
remove degrading posters

Scarlett Johansson
files for divorce from

Romain Dauriac
Scarlett Johansson's husband was

"shocked" at the star's divorce filing
Tuesday and sees the move as a "pre-

emptive strike" in a battle over custody of the
couple's toddler daughter, his lawyer said.
Johansson filed for divorce from Romain
Dauriac in a New York City court Tuesday, say-
ing the marriage was "irretrievably broken."
The move follows a January announcement
that the couple split last summer after less
than two years of marriage.

Johansson is asking for joint custody of their
daughter, Rose, but also wants the child to live
with her. Dauriac's lawyer, Hal Mayerson, said
yesterday that he and Dauriac were taken
aback by the request because he has been the
"primary parent" for Rose while Johansson has
been involved with her career. Dauriac plans to
petition the court to take the child to live with
him in his native France, Mayerson said, adding
that Johansson will have "access to her daugh-
ter any time she wants to come to Paris."

"Mr Dauriac is tired of having to run his life
and his child's life based on Ms Johansson's
shooting schedule," Mayerson said.

The divorce filing notes that the couple
signed a prenuptial agreement in September
2014, but Mayerson said the pact does not
address custody or financial issues regarding
their daughter. 

Dauriac is a former journalist who now
works as a curator of art shows in New York,
Mayerson said. Johansson's representatives
and attorneys didn't immediately respond to
a request for comment yesterday. This was
Johansson's second marriage. She was previ-
ously married to actor Ryan Reynolds from
2008 to 2011. — AP

Activists of Effronte-e-s feminist movement hold placards reading sexist in an Yves Saint-Laurent shop in Paris. — AFP photos

In this file photo, US actress Scarlett Johansson, left,
and her partner Romain Dauriac arrive at the 39th
French Cesar Awards Ceremony, in Paris. — AP
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Acid victims redefine beauty in
Bangladesh fashion show

South African artist Esther Mahlangu, 81, poses at her home in Mabhoko Village, Siyabuswa, Mpumalanga. — AFP

It was only around six months ago that the govern-
ment allowed women to train on private circuits, and only
a couple of months since this female-only track opened
outside the capital. "Before it was illegal, but today there
are around a dozen women that ride professionally," she
said proudly, leaning on her Suzuki 250X. The track might
be segregated-with large banners reminding men they are
not allowed-but Shafiei still trains with a man: motocross
veteran Javad Zanjani. 

"It's great that women are riding," he said. "It's been 35
years that I've been doing motocross and I never thought it
would get so much interest from women." There have already
been two female-only competitions-Shafiei won the first-but
they also organized a training day that attracted some 50
women. "They came from all over Tehran and the region.
There was a 60-year-old woman who came with her 40-year-
old daughter to train," he said. 

Dressed as a boy
Shafiei was 15 when she first saw a woman riding a

motorbike in a small village near Zanjan in northern Iran.
"I was surprised and asked her if women had the right to
ride motorbikes. She showed me how to do it and I liked
it immediately," she recalled. She bought her first bike
when she was 22 but had to be sneaky about using it.
"For two years, I rode my bike in the evenings behind the
house dressed as a boy. "When people realized I was a
woman, most were encouraging, but some men said my
place was in front of the washing machine or in the
kitchen," she said, laughing. 

She decided to go full-time with the motocross, and
along with Zanjani, badgered the ministry of sport until her
perseverance finally won her the permission to train openly.
"Many Iranian women complain about the restrictions
which stop them doing lots of things in this country, but it's
not the whole truth, because many can still shine in spite of
the constraints," she says. 

Changing traditions    
Iranian women are forced by law to cover their hair and

neck in public, so Shafiei takes care to tuck her dyed-
blonde hair neatly into her helmet to pre-empt any criti-
cism from conservatives. She is glad to be an example for
young girls in Iran as they push back against long-stand-
ing traditions. Women in Iran still have a lower status than
men in some respects-particularly in legal disputes over
things like inheritance and divorce. But they face far fewer
restrictions in daily life than in more conservative coun-
tries-permitted to drive and notably out-numbering men
in universities. 

The traditional black "chador" robe has been increas-
ingly replaced, particularly in wealthier areas, by skinny
jeans, make-up and colorful headscarves loosely thrown
over the back of the head. Sport remains a flashpoint, with
clothing rules effectively barring women from certain
events such as swimming. But women are elbowing their
way into sports such as karate, athletics and volleyball.
Shafiei hopes the next step will be allowing women to ride
motorbikes in town. "If we fight for these ideas, we will
certainly win," she said. — AFP 

Iranian biker 
blazes trail for women
Behnaz Shafiei, Iran's path-breaking female motorbike champion, lands a spectacular 15-metre jump

on a track near Tehran — all the more astonishing given that this would have been illegal a year
ago.  At 27, Shafiei has become a symbol of the shifting social norms for women in Iran, realizing

her dream of becoming a professional biker despite living in a country where she is not allowed to ride on
public roads. 

Iranian motorbike champion Behnaz Shafiei rides her
motorcycle during a training session in Parand, south-
west of Tehran. — AFP photos
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