
ASTANA, Kazakhstan: Syrian rebels vowed
yesterday to keep fighting if peace negoti-
ations with the government of President
Bashar Al-Assad fail, as talks between the
two sides in Kazakhstan got off to a rocky
start. The meeting in Astana, backed by key
players Russia, Turkey and Iran, had been
billed as the first time armed rebel groups
would negotiate directly with the Assad
regime since the conflict erupted in 2011.

But the rebels backed out of the first
round of direct talks because of the

regime’s continued bombardment and
attacks on a flashpoint area near
Damascus. However, they took part in indi-
rect talks with the government and held a
three-way meeting with Russia, Turkey
and the United Nations. “If the negotia-
tions succeed, then we are with the nego-
tiations,” rebel spokesman Osama Abu
Zeid told AFP. “If they don’t succeed, unfor-
tunately we’ll have no choice but to con-
tinue fighting.”

Continued on Page 13
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MP says Amir promises to 

resolve citizenship issue
Info minister asks for clarifications over grilling

News
i n  b r i e f

Kuwait reports H5N8 
bird flu outbreak: OIE

PARIS: Kuwait reported an outbreak of the highly conta-
gious H5N8 bird flu virus in ducks, geese and pheasants,
the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) said yes-
terday, citing an official Kuwaiti report. Some 144 birds
were found dead in the area of Jahra, according to the
report posted by the Paris-based OIE. The World Health
Organization called on all countries yesterday to moni-
tor closely outbreaks of the deadly virus in birds and
poultry and to report promptly any human cases that
could signal the start of a flu pandemic. The H5N8 virus
is highly deadly for poultry but has never been found in
humans.

KOC says onshore 
oil leak contained

KUWAIT: Kuwait Oil Company yesterday said it has
contained an oil leak at one of its southwestern oil-
fields. It had earlier declared a state of emergency
over the leak. The statement by KOC did not identi-
fy the onshore oilfield affected by the leak, which
began Sunday, but the Kuwait News Agency said
the leak hit the Maqwa field. It offered no details
about how many barrels of oil had been spilled.
Kuwait produces some 2.7 million barrels of crude
oil a day and holds the world’s sixth-largest oil
reserves. In August, Kuwait announced a spill at

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem and around 10 lawmakers yesterday met HH the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and discussed a
number of current political issues, while the Amir prom-
ised he will resolve the issue of revoked citizenships soon.
Ghanem said on his Twitter account that the meeting was
fruitful and was held at the request of the lawmakers. He
provided no further details.

But MP Mohammad Al-Huwailah said the revoked citi-
zenships were among the issues discussed at the meeting
and HH the Amir promised to resolve it soon. “We spoke
with the Amir about the issue of the (revoked) citizenships
and the people who were harmed. He promised a solu-
tion for this issue soon,” Huwailah said without elaborat-
ing. Among other MPs who were in the meeting were
Nayef Al-Merdas, Khaled Al-Otaibi and Talal Al-Jallal.

Over two years ago, the government revoked the citizen-
ship of several Kuwaiti opposition activists and their family
members and relatives, making the total number several
dozens. Those affected include former Islamist opposition
MP Abdullah Al-Barghash and his brothers along with their
families, owner of Al-Youm television channel and Alam Al-
Youm newspaper Ahmad Jabr Al-Shimmari, Islamist preach-
er Nabeel Al-Awadhi and opposition activist Saad Al-Ajmi,
who was deported to Saudi Arabia.

Their cases are being looked in courts, which have
issued rulings favorable to the activists, but no final court
verdict has been issued so far. The government has insist-
ed that courts are not competent to look into citizenship
issues because they are sovereign matters that must be
handled by the state. But the good showing made by the
opposition in the November parliamentary election
reignited the citizenship issue, with direct threats by a
large number of lawmakers to grill the prime minister and
the interior minister. 

Continued on Page 13

WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump moved yes-
terday to pull the United States out of the Trans-
Pacific Partnership, making good on a pledge to scrap
a deal he denounced as a “job killer” and a “rape” of US
interests. Embarking on his first full week in office, the
45th US president began rolling out his policy agenda
after a tumultuous first weekend for his administra-
tion by signing a series of executive orders. Among
the first was a memo on withdrawing from the vast
TPP trade pact, which aimed to set trade rules for the
21st century and bind US allies against growing
Chinese economic clout.

“We’ve been talking about this for a long time,”
Trump said as he signed the executive order in the
Oval Office. “Great thing for the American worker
what we just did.” Promoted by Washington and
signed by 12 countries in 2015, the TPP had yet to go
into effect and US withdrawal is likely to sound its
death knell. Trump also signed two other orders, on
freezing the hiring of federal workers and hitting for-
eign NGOs that help with abortion.

The Republican leader is looking to shift attention
firmly back onto his policy agenda after a first few
days that put his incoming administration on the back
foot. “Busy week planned with a heavy focus on jobs
and national security,” he tweeted early yesterday.
Since he was sworn in on Friday, Trump’s White House
has been pilloried for lying to the public about inau-
gural crowds and over a campaign-style speech by the
president before a memorial to fallen CIA officers.

Continued on Page 13

Trump pulls US out of Pacific trade deal

WASHINGTON: US Vice President Mike Pence (left) and White House Chief of Staff Reince Priebus watch as
President Donald Trump shows an executive order yesterday to withdraw the US from the 12-nation Trans-Pacific
Partnership trade pact agreed to under the Obama administration in the Oval Office of the White House. — AP
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Syria talks off to rocky start 

ASTANA: Chief opposition negotiator Mohammad Alloush (right) of the Jaish al-Islam
(Army of Islam) rebel group listens to UN envoy for Syria Staffan de Mistura prior to
the first session of the Syria peace talks at the Rixos President Hotel yesterday. — AFP

KUWAIT: A man arrives at the new NATO-Istanbul Cooperation Initiative Regional
Center in Mishref yesterday. The center will be officially opened today. — Photo by
Yasser Al-Zayyat

DUBAI: Gulf Arab states are quietly
applauding the arrival in the White House
of a hawkish leader opposed to their
adversary Iran, even if they suspect
Donald Trump’s short temper and abra-
sive Tweets may at times heighten ten-
sions in the combustible Middle East.
While many countries around the world
listened with concern to his protectionist
inaugural address, Gulf Arab officials
appear optimistic. They see in Trump a
strong president who will shore up
Washington’s role as their main strategic
partner in a region central to US security
and energy interests.

In Gulf Arab eyes, that involves above
all checking what they see as a surge of
Iranian support for paramilitary allies in
Syria, Iraq, Yemen and Lebanon and for
fellow Shiites in Bahrain and Saudi
Arabia’s oil-producing Eastern Province. It
also means overlooking for now rhetoric
about uniting “the civilized world against
radical Islamic terrorism” in an address
that critics said echoed George W Bush’s
“crusade” against terrorism, a phrase
which, for Muslims, evokes barbarous
campaigns by medieval Christians against
Islam. “The worst part about the speech is
that he will target Islam as a religion in the
name of fighting what he called radical
Islamic terrorism, a blank label that is
meaningless,” Tweeted Daham Al-Qahtani,
a Kuwaiti political analyst. 

Saudi Arabia in particular appears

relieved at the departure of Barack
Obama, who it felt considered Riyadh’s
alliance with Washington less important
than negotiating a deal in 2015 to neutral-
ize Iran’s nuclear program. The relation-
ship is a pillar of the Middle East’s security
balance. But it has suffered since Riyadh
took issue with what it saw as Obama’s
withdrawal from the region, and a per-
ceived inclination towards Iran since the
2011 Arab uprisings.

There have been tensions over Syria,
where Obama dismissed Gulf Arab urg-
ings to give more aid to rebels fighting
President Bashar Al-Assad, who has sur-
vived thanks to Iranian and Russian back-
ing. “Perception is important: Trump does
not look like the kind of guy who will
bend towards Iran or anyone else,” said
Abdulrahman Al-Rashed, a veteran Saudi
commentator. “If he behaves as he says,
then we will see another Ronald Reagan,
someone all the forces in the region will
take seriously. That’s what we have missed
in the past eight years, unfortunately.”

Some worry that Trump’s Twitter habit -
his rapid, unbridled messages of praise or
blame - mean he is unsuited to handling
the volatility of the Middle East. Faisal Al-
Yafai, a columnist with The National news-
paper of Abu Dhabi, said that while his
use of social media could be a problem,
Trump was unlikely to change. “At some
point down the line something

Continued on Page 13

Glad to see Obama go, Gulf 

expects Trump to curb Iran

DUBAI: Businesses around the world bearing
US President Donald Trump’s name face an
increased risk now that he is in the White
House, security experts warn, especially as sev-
eral are in areas previously targeted by vio-
lence. As Trump remains a brand overseas,
criminal gangs or militants could target build-
ings bearing his name in gold, abduct workers
associated with his enterprises for ransom or
worse, they say.

“They may kidnap a Trump worker and not
even want to negotiate,” aiming for publicity
instead, said Colin P Clarke, a political scientist
with the RAND Corporation who studies ter-
rorism and international criminal networks.
Predicting an attack keeps police, intelligence

agencies and security experts awake at night
around the world - and, by its very nature, it
remains speculative. US brands have been tar-
geted in overseas violence before, but they
never belonged to a president. That’s the dif-
ference. Trump becoming America’s 45th pres-
ident presents a unique challenge given the
range of his international business interests.

Asked about security issues, the Trump
Organization said in a statement it has “exten-
sive protocols in place at our Trump-owned
and -managed properties” in the United States
and abroad. “Our team continues to work very
closely with local law enforcement,” the state-
ment said. “We are also working in tandem
with the local developers at Trump-branded

properties worldwide to ensure that all resi-
dents, guests and associates remain safe and
secure.” The organization did not elaborate.

While Trump has said he will put his busi-
ness assets in a trust and hand over manage-
ment control of his company to his two adult
sons and a longtime Trump Organization exec-
utive, it’s still his name on the projects. That
hasn’t worried Kim Ok Kyu, who lives in a
Trump-branded apartment tower in Seoul,
South Korea. She said security at her building
is quite good, with many guards and strict
restrictions on outsiders entering the building
“Terror? I don’t think about it. I just hope my
home prices go up,” Kim said.

Continued on Page 13
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His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah (center)
meets with Kuwaiti businessman Jawad Ahmad Bukhamseen (left) and
Editor-in-Chief of Annahar Daily Emas Jawad Bukhamseen.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
meets with Nawaf Al-Hamlee.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
meets with Abdulaziz Abdulatif Al-Ibrahim.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received Saudi
Ambassador to Kuwait Dr Abdulaziz Ibrahim
Al-Fayez, who presented to him an invitation
from Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud

to attend the annual camel race that is set to
take place as part of the 31st annual
‘Jenadriyah Festival,’ which is set to be held
next month in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. The meet-
ing took place at Bayan Palace yesterday.

His Highness the Amir also received
Kuwaiti  businessman Jawad Ahmad
Bukhamseen and Editor-in-Chief of Annahar
Daily Emas Jawad Bukhamseen, who present-
ed a painting to him as a gift in commemora-

tion of the 11th anniversary of His Highness’
ascension to power.

In other news, His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah received Deputy Prime Minister and

Minister of Finance Anas Al-Saleh at Bayan
Palace yesterday. His Highness the Crown
Prince also received Abdulatif Al-Ibrahim, as
well as Nawaf Al-Hamlee who presented a
book to him. — KUNA

Saudi King invites Amir to ‘Jenadriyah Festival’
KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Saudi Ambassador to
Kuwait Dr Abdulaziz Ibrahim Al-Fayez. — KUNA photos

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Finance Anas Al-Saleh.

KUWAIT: “Hearts are open before doors” when it
comes to solving problems of the Kuwaiti peo-
ple, said Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah, the Minister of State for
Cabinet Affairs. “Let us think of how to turn neg-
ativity aspects into positive ones. If each and
every one of us doubled efforts at work, rest
assure that we would have a doubled qualitative
leap,” Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah told a dia-
logue session held at the National Assembly on
Sunday. The session combined youth and their
representatives from both branches; legislative
and executive.

“We are human beings after all, not immune
from making mistakes. But, on the other hand,

we had many achievements and we are very
open for any criticism.” On her part, Minister of
Social Affairs and Labor and Minister of State for
Economic Affairs Hind Al-Sabeeh told the young
audience that there were many ideas-turned-
projects by young Kuwaitis under the umbrella
of bodies supervised by the ministry.  “We are in
a democratic country and any matter that takes
place at the minister’s office would immediately
be on social media,” she said, urging for such
gatherings to be listed on cabinet meetings’
agenda on a periodic manner.  Meanwhile,
Yasser Abul, minister of state for housing affairs

and minister of state for services’ affairs, said the
government “deals with the public in a transpar-
ent way.”

Acknowledging the many challenges facing
the government, Abul then reflected back say-
ing “But should reform be asked from the gov-
ernment only? We work within a constitutional
system, where both cabinet and parliament
members complete each other.” In this context, a
number of MPs extoled the initiative due the
benefit it would have on the relationship
between the youth and older generations in
public offices. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Human development is cru-
cial to ensure efficiency and adaptness
in the workplace, Minister of State for
Housing Affairs and Minister of State
for Services Yasser Abul said yesterday.
Speaking to journalists on the sidelines
of a ceremony to mark the opening of a
Kuwait Credit Bank (KCB) practice cen-
ter, Abul noted that the banking work-
force is the cornerstone of the financial
sector, adding that the new KCB center
will allow employees the chance to
hone their skills.

Deputy Chairman and CEO of KCB
Salah Al-Mudhaf touted the center as a
focal point of KCB’s strategy to seek
increased human development, noting
that the launch of the center is part of
efforts to cater to the needs of the
nation’s youth.  On the edifice, he said
it contains sprawling halls equipped
with cutting-edge technology, adding
that KCB has been conducting a study
that aims to enhance the bank’s finan-
cial prowess.

On a related note, Mudhaf spoke of
the spike in residential demand, which
behooves KCB to be fully prepared to

finance such a sharp increase in requests
for residencies. KCB is a public institution
that operates independently and is
monitored by the Minister of State for
Housing Affairs. — KUNA

Human development 
leads to occupational
competence: Minister 

Deputy Chairman and CEO of KCB
Salah Al-Mudhaf.

KUWAIT: Minister of State for Housing Affairs and Minister of State for Services
Yasser Abul (left) arrives to attend a ceremony to mark the opening of a Kuwait
Credit Bank (KCB) practice center. — KUNA

Hearts open before doors when it comes
to solving problems of Kuwaitis: Minister

A general view of people in attendance of the dialogue session held at the National Assembly
Sunday evening.

Minister of Social Affairs and Labor and
Minister of State for Economic Affairs Hind Al-
Sabeeh attends the dialogue session.

MP Riyadh Al-Adasani speaks during the dia-
logue session.

Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh
Mohammad Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah
attends a dialogue session held at the
National Assembly Sunday evening. — KUNA

Minister of State for Housing Affairs Yasser
Abul attends the dialogue session.
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs the Cabinet’s meeting yesterday. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Cabinet at its weekly session yester-
day discussed a recommendation by the Legal
Affairs Committee with respect of amending the
bill to modify the DNA law. The ministers exam-
ined the recommendation in implementation of
guidelines by His Highness the Amir, Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, to amend
Law 70/2015 regarding the DNA testing “in a
manner that would safeguard (peoples’) privacy,
serve public interests and bolster security of the
society.” On October 19, His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad addressed His Highness
the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah to re-examine the DNA Law in
accordance with Kuwait Constitution and in a
manner that would safeguard peoples’ privacy.

His Highness the Amir has also instructed His
Highness the Premier that the re-examination of
the said law be in a fashion that would serve
public interests, social security and the objective
that had been set for drafting it.

Moreover, His Highness the Amir, in a state-
ment to a local newspaper, published on
November 9th, stated that the DNA testing
would be only applied on convicted felons and
no one else. In remarks to Al-Jaridah newspaper,
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah said that
the discussions on the issue of DNA testing, also
known as ‘DNA fingerprinting’, were done, stress-
ing that no tests will be applied citizens with no
criminal records.

Interpellation
Meanwhile, the Cabinet expressed hope that

MPs’ interpellation of the Minister of
Information, scheduled in a parliamentary ses-
sion in end of this month, would be in line with
the National Constitution and relevant laws and
demonstrated strong confidence in the minis-
ter’s ability “in facing” the MPs’ queries According
to a statement read after the Cabinet session,
the MPs discussed the interpellation motion that
had been presented against the Minister of
Information, Minister of State for Youth Affairs,
Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-
Sabah, by the members of the National
Assembly; Dr Walid Al-Tabtabaei, Abdulwahab
Al-Babtain and Al-Humaidi Al-Subaiee.

The ministers, during the session, were
briefed by Minister Sheikh Salman about “legal
and constitutional irregularities included in the
motion, clarifying various facts related to the
questioning the (forecast) response.

“While the Cabinet affirms that the interpella-
tion is a Constitutional right for members of the
National Assembly for sake of attaining purpose-
ful parliamentary supervision over the executive
authority, in line with the restrictions stipulated
by the Constitution and the National Assembly’s
bylaws as well as rules of the Constitutional
Court, affirms its satisfaction with respect of
soundness of the Information Minister’s stance
and full confidence in his capacity to face the
interpellation.” The Cabinet expressed hope “the
parliamentary practice regarding the interpella-

tion will be according to legal and Constitutional
restrictions, frameworks by-laws and rules of the
Constitutional Court, for attaining the aspired
objectives and public interests’ requirements.” 

On January 15th, National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem announced that inter-
pellation of the Minister of Information would be
included in agenda of the parliament’s session,
due on January 31st.

The lawmakers are seeking to grill the minis-
ter about “suspension of sports activities in the
State of Kuwait,” purported “mishandling of pub-
lic funds, along with existence of suspicious (ille-
gal) benefits in breach of the National
Constitution and relevant laws that regulate
public funds’ expenditure at the Ministry of
youth and affiliate authorities.”

They are also questioning the minister about
“financial and administrative irregularities falling
under the grilled minister’s jurisdictions, the
National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters-
which have remained unresolved with the
manipulated funds unreturned.” Moreover, the
three members of the Kuwaiti parliament are
grilling Sheikh Salman about alleged infringe-
ment on freedom of the press, clamping down
on tweets and publishers through issuance of
resolutions and legislations that restrict free-
doms of expression and publishing.

Trump congratulated
In other news, the Cabinet congratulated

Donald Trump on his inauguration last Friday as
the 45th President of the United States. As part
of discussions of current regional and interna-
tional developments, the Cabinet said that it is
looking forward to closer ties with the US in all
domains.

Also yesterday, First Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah briefed the ministers about
outcome of the recently-held 15th Ministerial
Meeting of the Asian Cooperation Dialogue
(ACD), hosted by the UAE’s capital Abu Dhabi.
The minister informed the ministers about the
declaration of intent, signed on sidelines of the
ACD meeting, stipulating that Kuwait would
host permanent headquarters of the ACD forum
secretariat, due to Kuwait’s leading role for bol-
stering cooperation among Asian nations.

The Cabinet praised outcome of the meeting,
namely denunciation of practices against the
Muslim Rohigyas and urging the democratically-
elected government in Myanmar to honor its
commitments in this regard, according to inter-
national and humanitarian laws, human rights.
Moreover, the Kuwaiti ministers condoled the
Asian meeting call on authorities in Myanmar to
take necessary measures to stop violence and
tackling causes that led to the Muslims’ plight in
that country.

Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled also briefed the
ministers about his meeting, on sidelines of the
ACD meeting, with the Crown Prince of Abu
Dhabi, the Deputy Supreme Commander of the

UAE Armed Forces, Sheikh Mohammad Bin
Zayed Al-Nuhayyan, dealing with the special
relations between the two countries, various
regional and international affairs.

Terrorist cell
The Cabinet meanwhile heaped praise on

Saudi security forces after they busted a terrorist
cell in eastern Jeddah on Saturday, underscoring
Kuwait’s firm support of Saudi efforts to fight all
threats to it security and stability. The Cabinet
also deplored a bomb blast that ripped through
a market in Pakistan’s northwestern region,
killing scores of people and wounding more
than a dozen others.

Moreover, the Cabinet condemned an attack
by unknown assailants on Egyptian security
forces in restive Sinai province, which led to the
death of five policemen.  The Cabinet conveyed
its deepest sympathies to the Egyptian people,
noting that Kuwait stands in solidarity with
Egypt in its efforts to safeguard its security.

Meanwhile, it commended Lebanese security
forces for apprehending a suspect accused of
planning a terrorist attack on a cafe in a lively
district of the Lebanese capital. On the crash of a
Turkish cargo plane in Kyrgyzstan due to foul
weather last Monday, it expressed its sympathies
over the loss of life and wished a speedy recov-
ery for those wounded.

Letters to Amir
In the meantime, the examined messages

addressed to His Highness the Amir from foreign
dignitaries and result of the recent Davos eco-
nomic forum. Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Abdullah, reading a statement following the ses-
sion, said it got started with the ministers exam-
ining a message to His Highness the Amir from
the Swiss president, praising outcome of his
recent visit to the country, another one from the
UN High Commissioner for Refugees, expressing
gratitude for Kuwait’s ongoing support. Another
message that was revised by the ministers was
from the head of the International Committee of
the Red Cross, thanking Kuwait for abundant aid
for refugees and displaced peoples.

The deputy premier and finance minister
informed the executives about the 45th edition
of the Davos economic forum which addressed
oil prices, Mideast turbulence, development and
poverty. The Cabinet examined a recommenda-
tion regarding two bills dealing with a draft
accord with the Kyrgyz Republic on encouraging
investments and mutual protection. 

The draft laws were endorsed, pending sub-
mission to the parliament. Furthermore, the
Cabinet examined recommendations by the
legal affairs committee with respect of the
decree stipulating amendment of the decree
245/2005 on the financial by-law of the ministry
of foreign affairs and another one approving a
memo with Brunei and Dar es Salam on tourism
cooperation. The two bills were blessed and
referred to His Highness the Amir. — KUNA

Cabinet examines recommendation
to modify controversial DNA law

Ministers congratulate new US President Trump

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: An electronic system that links between
Kuwait’s Public Authority for Manpower and the
Egyptian Ministry of Manpower and Immigration is
now in the final preparatory stages and is expected
to be launched soon, said informed sources. The
new system will initially be used for Egyptians
recruited to work for government projects, and lat-
er for all private sector companies, the sources said.
The main goal behind it is to protect workers from
trafficking, and prevent them from being taken
advantage of after being brought to Kuwait by
fake, closed down or illusionary companies, they
explained.

The sources added that the system would also
enable the Egyptian side to verify that the compa-
nies recruiting Egyptians are actually active and
operating, and not suspended. “It will help make
sure only highly skilled laborers will be bought to
Kuwait as a means to get rid of marginal ones,” the
sources explained.

The newest development comes at a time in
which Kuwait scrambles to find a solution for its
worsening demographic imbalance problem,
which had prompted lawmakers to call for a special
National Assembly to discuss the effects of the
issue. There are nearly 600,000 Egyptian nationals
living and working in Kuwait according to official
statistics, which does not include people living ille-
gally in the country.

Violations
The State Audit Bureau repeated its warnings to

Kuwait Municipality about financial violations in
the form of unlawfully paying some officials and
administrative staff members allowances for extra
shifts, remote locations and food despite warnings

in previous Audit Bureau reports. “ These
allowances are paid from the state treasury to peo-
ple who do not deserve them,” explained the
bureau’s report. 

Housing projects
The Public Authority for Housing Welfare (PAHW)

is currently awaiting the Municipal Council’s decision
to allocate more land to the south of Abu Halifa to be
used for housing purposes, said informed sources,
noting that the expected land will accommodate
1,180 plots, in addition to 450 more to be used for
public facilities. 

Bonuses still on
Kuwait University’s Acting Secretary General Dr

Adam Al-Mulla refuted recent rumors about sus-

pending excellent performance bonuses because
of cuts in the university’s 2016-2017 budget and
stressed that lists of those deserving the bonuses
were being prepared pending referral to relevant
authorities. 

Egyptian universities
Kuwait’s Cultural Office in Cairo announced

launching a system of registration in Egyptian uni-
versities accredited by Kuwait, noting that 24 uni-
versities  had been accredited including Cairo,
Alexandria, Ain Shams, Assiut, Al-Azhar, Mansoura,
Tanta, Zagazig, Helwan, Minoufiya, Suez Canal,
South Valley, Banha, Bani Sowaif, Fayyouom, Sohag,
Kafr Al-Shaikh, Port Said, Damanhour, Aswan,
Damietta, Suez, Sadat Academy for Administrative
Sciences and the Arts Academy. 

System to help ‘protect’ Egyptian
workers from trafficking in Kuwait

‘Ensuring only highly skilled laborers are recruited’

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Minister of Public Works Abdulrahman
Al-Mutawa yesterday signed a contract to con-
struct and maintain a sewer grid in Jahra at a total
cost of KD 3,316,000. The contract includes the
construction and maintenance of all sewage lines,
connecting them to the main grid, cleaning and
removing all blockages in existing lines, replacing
damaged ones, connecting various buildings to
the main grid and dealing with various urgent
maintenance operations. 

Meanwhile, the ministry’s assistant undersecre-
tary for road engineering Ahmed Al-Hassan said the
total length of bridges, entry and exit links, a flyover

and the two tunnels in the Jahra project is 81.537
km. Hassan added that the project consists of 17.7
km of a viaduct and aims to accommodate the cur-
rent traffic volumes and its expected growth. He
explained that the project is composed of a main
viaduct and several link bridges. He said the Jahra
viaduct will provide instant access to Kuwait City
when arriving from the west. The link bridges will
facilitate traffic between the viaduct and other main
transport infrastructure. “Moreover, the Jahra devel-
opment project will be connected to the Jamal
Abdul Nasser viaduct, a parallel project currently
under construction,” he explained, noting that vari-
ous phases of the project had been already con-
cluded as part of the ministry’s achievements. 

Minister signs KD 3 million
Jahra sewer grid contract

KUWAIT: The State of Kuwait’s Fourth
Structural Scheme (2040) “is a translation of
His Highness the Amir’s outlook to transfer
Kuwait into a regional and international finan-
cial-commercial Hub,” Municipality General
Director Ahmad Al-Manfouhi affirmed.

Addressing the first workshop on the
major scheme yesterday, Al-Manfouhi said,
“Now we begin practical steps for accom-
plishing this scheme.” His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah affirmed his personal care
for the plan by chairing the affiliate higher
commission. He had attended the signing
contract of the structural strategy in
November.  Al-Manfouhi added that he was
looking forward to realize the State’s future
outlook to transform Kuwait into a finan-
cial-commercial center, luring foreign com-
panies and transacting re-exports.
However he indicated the need for enact-

ing necessary legislations to press ahead
with implementing it.

Kuwait, considering its geographic sta-
tus, is qualified to be established as a re-
exporting center, Al-Manfouhi said, indicat-
ing at a plan to link up the country with
northern Asia and the Middle East.

Saad Al-Muhailbi, in charge of the scheme
division, affirmed that today’s workshop sig-
naled start of implementing the plan. He
explained that the project covers several
phases; the first features collection of data
from government departments and the sec-
ond deals with presenting work papers
about the economy, housing and the envi-
ronment.  The third phase, he illustrated fur-
ther, is the stage of implementation to trans-
fer Kuwait into “a smart State by presenting
legislations and laws intended to encourage
the private sector and the foreign investor to
launch businesses in the country.” — KUNA

Kuwait’s structural scheme
translates Amir’s vision: Official

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A citizen was killed and six others
were injured - two in critical condition -
after a collision in the Salmi desert on
Sunday evening. Kuwait Fire Services
Directorate (KFSD) said the accident
involved a pick-up truck and a sports utility
vehicle (SUV) with four expats inside. Salmi,
Kazma and technical rescue teams rushed
to the scene and freed the trapped persons.

Worker killed
North Salmiya fire center and technical

rescue responded to a call about a worker
who fell in the elevator shaft of a building
under construction. The Asian worker was
found dead, and his body was handed to
forensics personnel.

Smuggling foiled
Abdali customs officers arrested a truck

driver who attempted to smuggle nearly
20,000 drug pills into the country. The
Syrian national was taken to the Drug
Control General Directorate (DGCD) for fur-
ther action.

Drug possession
Farwaniya police arrested two Indians

with drugs. A police patrol noticed the two
were behaving suspiciously, so they were
searched and 39 bags containing drugs
were found. Both were sent to concerned
authorities.

Unsafe disposal
Environment police arrested an Asian

truck driver for improper disposal of liquid
industrial waste in west Sulaibkhat. He said
that the waste is that of a company carry-
ing out construction nearby.

Municipality inspection
The violations removal department at

Ahmadi branch carried out an inspection
tour of barbershops, resulting in issuing 36
citations. Director of the department Aziza
Abdullah said the tour aimed to make sure
workers have health certificates that prove
they are free of diseases to safeguard the
health of citizens and expats who frequent
these places.

Auction for impounded cars
The Interior Ministry announced the sale

of 130 vehicles from the impoundment
department at Kuwait Public Transport
Company in Mina Abdullah. It had also
announced the sale on Jan 17 and asked
owners of these cars to go to the commit-
tee. The sale will be in an auction at 4 pm
on Wednesday, Feb 8. The vehicles should
be inspected a day earlier.

KUWAIT: Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK)
recently announced the successful con-
clusion of its Blood Donation Drive
which was held at the Bank’s Head Office
on 22nd January, 2017. A large number

of the Bank’s staff members donated
blood to support the cause. 

The Blood Donation Drive is held
annually by ABK to encourage its staff
members to play an active role in giving
back to the community. In line with this,
the Bank also recently sponsored
LOYAC’s 5th Blood Donation Drive to
help raise awareness among the public
of the importance of donating blood.

ABK’s efforts and continuous support
were recognized by the Central Blood
Bank team. The Bank is an active contrib-
utor and focuses a great deal on making
a difference in the communities in which
it operates. For more information about
Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait please visit
eahli.com or contact a customer service
agent via ‘Ahlan Ahli’ at 1899899.

ABK successfully
concludes blood drive

One dead, six injured in
Salmi desert collision

KUWAIT: A sports utility vehicle (SUV) is
pictured following an accident in the
Salmi desert on Sunday evening.

Rescue workers remove the body of a man who fell in the elevator shaft of a building
under construction.
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KUWAIT: Students of the sixth batch of ‘The Proteges’ program pose for a group pho-
to with US Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence Silverman and his wife. Officials of The Proteges program pose for a group photo. —Photos by Joseph Shagra

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: Kuwait Projects Company Holding
(KIPCO) organized the graduation ceremony of
the sixth batch of ‘The Proteges’ program’s stu-
dents on Sunday at Yarmouk cultural center.
“The Proteges has proved its success through
its great projects, and we are proud to partner
with this program that seeks to help talented
young Kuwaitis play a role in the development
of Kuwait’s economy,” said Abeer Al-Omar, cor-
porate communications manager at KIPCO, the
main sponsor of the sixth generation of
Proteges.

Omar pointed out that investing in people
is what KIPCO is keen to do. “KIPCO is always
making sure to improve Kuwaiti youth’s talents
and develop their skills, as young people are
the means to uplift any community,” she said.
“Their project ‘Waseelah’ is a wonderful plat-
form that aims to raise awareness that all tal-
ents are influential and to motivate the general
public to express themselves. We look forward
to see what this generation can achieve,” she
added.

The Arabic word ‘waseelah’ means ‘path’. The
Proteges’ students aspire to provide a path and
a bridge that people can cross to reach their
full potential, fulfilling their dreams and

futures. Waseelah begins its steps of achieving
the mentioned goals with the cooperation of
the general public. In order to gain their atten-
tion and support, the team had to brainstorm
the methods of promoting Waseelah’s mes-
sage. Due to Kuwait’s richness in plays and
annual expeditions and fairs, the final decision
was to create a play that shows the vitality of
self-expression, and an exhibit which shows

the potential of talents.
At the end of the ceremony, the Proteges’

teachers of arts and letters Ghanam Al-Dikan,
Bader Borsely, Jasem Al-Nabhan, Jasem Al-
Yaqoub and Saher were honored for their
efforts. The event was attended by a number of
ambassadors and Kuwaiti singer Nabil Shaeeb.
The Proteges program, established in 2010, is a
part of a social enterprise that is designed to

positively influence the youth of Kuwait
through an inclusive program that combines
travel, lectures, group activities, challenges,
games and fun, guided by a team of mentors.
The main idea of the program is based on
training youth led by a group of counselors in
innovative ways, encouraging them to discover
their passion and providing tools to help them
face the challenges of working through work-

shops aimed at self-development, creative
thinking and communication skills.

It aims to discover extraordinary potential in
the youth and develop it. The Proteges’ stu-
dents are selected based on a thorough
screening process ensuring that they meet
high standards of excellence, where they
accept 25 students for each generation aged
16 to 24.

KIPCO celebrates graduation of ‘The Proteges’ students

Helping young talent play role in Kuwait’s development

Abeer Al-Omar, corporate communications manager at KIPCO speaks during the ceremony. Students perform on stage during the ceremony.

Kuwait: Ooredoo, the fastest net-
work in Kuwait, participated in the
graduation of the 6th generation of
the Proteges on Sunday evening in
Yarmouk Cultural Center, an estab-
lishment of Dar al-Athar al-
Islamiyyah. 

The graduation ceremony was
attended by Ooredoo Kuwait
General Manager and CEO Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdullah Al Thani,
COO Frederic Debord, and
Corporate Communications Senior
Director Mijbil Alayoub.

Commenting on this, Ooredoo
Corporate Communications Senior
Director Mijbil Alalyoub said, “We
are very proud of the Proteges grad-
uates today, who proved their excel-
lence and creativity. We also take
great pride in our sponsorship of
Proteges, an effective and life
changing program that allows
youth to gain essential and practical
skills and knowledge that will allow
them to grow with a stronger sense

of direction. This sponsorship comes
to reiterate our position as a leader
in youth development in Kuwait.” 

The 6th generation of the
Proteges titled their project
‘Waseelah,’ an Arabic word that
means ‘path’ or ‘way.’ Waseelah is a
platform that strives to raise aware-
ness that all talents are influential,
and motivate the general public to
express themselves through various
forms of art. It has culminated in the
musical production entitled the Key
of Life, which uses music and acting
to demonstrate the types of classi-
cal Arabic music. 

Ooredoo Kuwait has also played
an active role in supporting
ProtÈgÈs activities, which include
the lecture presented by Professor
Fathi Al-Khamisi’s on the revolution-
ary work of the Egyptian musician
Sayed Darwish, and the introducto-
ry session that was held with the
main mentors for this season of
Proteges.  

The Proteges program was
launched in 2010, with the objective
to mentor youth between the age
of 16 and 24 by local iconic figures
in different fields. The program aims
to reinforce the social and personal
skills of youth, develop their self-
awareness and improve their critical
and creative thinking. The program
includes workshops, projects and
open discussion circles.

HAVANA/TIRANA: Kuwaiti students
on a trip financed by Kuwait Fund
for Arab Economic Development
(KFAED) toured various touristic
sites in Cuba.  The students were
taken to Cuba National Museum of
arts, one of the most touristic beau-
tiful sites in the Caribbean, which
included more than 5,000 arts
pieces.  Later, the students visited
Morro Castle in Havana which
shares its name with structures in
Santiago de Cuba and the Castillo

de San Felipe del Morro in San Juan,
Puerto Rico. In this case, the Spanish
“morro” means a rock which is very
visible from the sea and therefore
serves as a navigational landmark.
Inside the gates is an exhibition on
the lighthouses of Cuba, El Morro
once housed a school for lighthouse
keepers.

There was actually a watchtower
until the British blew it up during
their successful siege in 1762. The
Faro Castillo del Morro lighthouse

was added in 1846.  Afterward, the
students visited popular Feira Shop
in central Havana, and were briefed
on the historic and heritage of the
area there. 

Meanwhile, Kuwaiti female stu-
dents, currently on a visit to Albania
organized by KFAED in cooperation
with the Ministry of Education, have
visited the two cities of Kruje and
Shkodra. Sunday’s tour included the
Kruje Bazaar that dates back to the
Middle Ages. Located inside the for-
tified walls of the Kruje castle, the
Bazaar is both a historic attraction
and a shopping opportunity for
those hunting for authentic
Albanian souvenirs. The delegation
also visited the George Castriot
Castle, located on 600 metres from
the sea level, in Kruje, 32 kilometers
from the capital Tirana.  During their
visit to the National Museum built
close to the castle, the Kuwaiti top
Thanawya Amma (secondary
school) students were briefed on
the history of the renowned mili-
tary commander George Castriot
(Skanderbeg) (1405-1468).  The stu-
dents also toured the city of
Shkodra, northwest, one of the old-
est and most historic places in
Albania and the Balkans. It is also
an important cultural and econom-
ic center. In ancient times, Shkodra
was known under the name Scodra
and was the capital  of  the
Labeates, an old Illyrian tribe. The
Rozafa Castle and the Abu-Bakr
Mosqure are two main landmark
sites in the city. — KUNA

HAVANA: Kuwaiti students pose for a group photo during their visit to Cuba’s National Museum of Arts. —KUNA

Kuwaiti students tour various

touristic sites in Cuba, Albania

TIRANA: Kuwaiti female students pose for a photo during their visit to the
two Albanian cities of Kruje and Shkodra.

Ooredoo participates

in Proteges graduation

Mijbil Alayoub

Ooredoo officials pose for a group photo during the event.

Ooredoo Kuwait General Manager and CEO Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdullah Al Thani (center) attends the ceremony.
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Photo
o f  t h e  d a y

KUWAIT: A panoramic view of the sunset near Sabah Al-Salem yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh
Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah received yester-
day Ambassador of the Kingdom of Bhutan to
Kuwait Tshering Gyaltshen Penjor on the occasion
of assuming his new post as a credited ambassador
in the country. During the meeting, Sheikh Nasser
praised bilateral relations between the two coun-
tries, and asserting keenness to bolster them in all
areas.—KUNA

TEHRAN: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable of condo-
lences yesterday to Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani, expressing his deep sorrow for the col-
lapse of a commercial building in central Tehran,
which resulted in killing and injuring dozens. His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah sent of similar cables, while National
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem sent a
cable of condolences to Iran’s Parliament Speaker
Dr Ali Larijani —KUNA

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali
Al-Ghanem will lead a parliamentary delegation to
the African Republic of Mali tomorrow, to take part
in the 12th Conference of the Parliamentary Union
of the OIC member states (PUIC).  Ghanem is
expected to deliver a speech at the conference,
which runs until January 28th and will bring
together Parliament Speakers of OIC member
nations, a statement by the National Assembly not-
ed. Ghanem will also participate in meetings that
aim to align the Arab world’s positions over a num-
ber of pressing issues due to be discussed. —KUNA

In Brief

Amir offers

condolences to Iran
Speaker to partake

in PUIC Conference

Minister receives

Bhutan Ambassador

GENEVA: The visit-
ing Kuwaiti Minister
of Health, who took
part in yesterday’s
opening session of
the World Health
O r g a n i z a t i o n
Executive Board
meeting, said par-
ticipants tackled a
host of regional and
international issues
in the sector.  Dr
Jamal Al-Harbi said
in a statement that
the board exam-
ined annual report
of WHO Director
General Dr
Margaret Chan about the general assembly, reports
related to health dimension of sustainable develop-
ment till 2030 and other topics related to the organi-
zation’s regional works.

They have also tackled combating tobacco, efforts
against communicable diseases and committees’
reports. The Kuwaiti representatives at the gathering
focuse on regional issues and problems, such as
plight of the refugees and practical plans for dealing
with humanitarian crises.

Harbi said Kuwait is fully coordinating with the
other GCC countries regarding nomination for hold-
ing the WHO General Directorate post.  The meetings
address other diverse issues such as regulating usage
of antibiotics, polio vaccine campaigns and provid-
ing healthcare for Syrian refugees.  Kuwait is also
showcasing its experience in dealing with some dis-
eases such as obesity, diabetes, blood, heart and can-
cer illnesses. The meeting runs until February 1st.

Key participation
On Sunday, Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to

UN Office and international organizations in Geneva
Jamal Al-Ghunaim affirmed the importance of his
country ’s participation in the World Health
Organization Executive Board meeting. He described
the meeting as “significant” as it discusses a number
of health topics across the globe.

The State of Kuwait is proud of being an Executive
Board member and this reflects the confidence of
both Arab and Muslim groups in the country’s capa-
bilities in dealing with health issues that interest the
two groups, he noted in a statement made after
receiving Minister Harbi at Geneva airport.

The meeting’s agenda this year includes electing
new director general of WHO and discussing some
health issues on means of combating antibiotics,
continued polio vaccine campaigns and providing
healthcare for Syrian refugees, as well as others, he
said. He referred to Kuwait’s new experience in deal-
ing with some diseases like obesity, diabetes, blood,
heart and caner sickness. — KUNA

Health Minister 
Dr Jamal Al-Harbi

Society offers more aid to displaced Iraqis
BAGHDAD: The Kuwaiti Society for Relief provided medical
supplies and medications to a host of Iraqi health centers offer-
ing services to displaced Iraqis, as part of a campaign launched
by Kuwaiti organizations to help civilians in Iraq. The medical
aid has been already distributed to the health directorates in
the provinces of Salah-Eddin and Al-Anbar, then will be
extended to Nineveh, the United Iraqi Medical Society (UIMS),
the local partnership of the Kuwaiti Society for Relief, said yes-
terday.  Aid has also been to the UIMS-affiliated clinics.
Medications were offered for various diseases, mainly chronic
ones, UIMS chairman Ahmad Mushraf said yesterday. The distri-
bution started in Al-Anbar on December 31 2016, then in
Salah-Eddin on January 10, he added. Today, the aid will be
offered to Nineveh. The State of Kuwait has recently opened
two fully-equipped health centers in two camps for the dis-
placed in Nineveh. — KUNA

Kuwait in WHO

meeting on regional,

Int’l health issues
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Crime
R e p o r t

Drunk men sleep
outside vehicle

Unconscious
A Gulf national was taken to Mubarak Hospital when

he lost consciousness during interrogation at Maidan
Hawally police station after being charged of insulting a
criminal detective. An officer earlier told police he had
stopped two persons on suspicion of being drunk, but
they insulted and attacked him.

Theft
A citizen accused several of his son’s friends of theft

after he hosted them in his diwaniya. His son and one of
his friends had gone out to buy snacks and drinks, but
when they returned, they discovered the guests had
stolen a PlayStation, seven controllers, and a bag that
had medicine, the house keys and a smartphone in it.

Search for ‘bleeding’ man
A security source said a policeman at Taima police

station was surprised by a bleeding man in a hysterical
state storming the police station with an axe in his
hand, who kept asking about a man who caused his
injuries during a fight. The man escaped when other
officers arrived. Police are looking for him.

Grenades found
Military engineers dealt with hand grenades found

in the Mutlaa desert. —Translated from the Arabic press

In Nov 2015, I participated in our student union’s US
conference, where I happened to sit next to the chief of
the Public Anti-Corruption Authority. I asked him about

being assigned to the most dangerous position in the
country, telling him that if he
succeeded, even symbolical-
ly, this would mean the start
of our country’s getting out
of depression and frustration.
The man confirmed moving
in that direction and prom-
ised that we would see
something good soon. 

Of course, we were not
lucky enough to see that
good thing because the
authority was dissolved by a
court order, and its forma-
tion went through many
problems. Even after it was
reactivated, its efforts are muddled by internal and
external disputes, until things went as far as erroneously
referring its officials to retirement by the government. 

The question here is: Why is the Public Anti-Corruption
Authority so important?  Why more important than oth-
ers? Because people in general, not all of them, have lost
faith in the government and the parliament. The authori-
ty’s success in its mission, which is more than some ads
and press conferences, lies in managing to put major cor-

rupt people where they belong and deserve - prison.
Only then will the society regain self-trust or trust in the
government and the parliament as a base for building
societies.  The corruption we have is humiliating to wise

minds. Everybody criticizes
corruption and declares
fighting it, and this includes
major corrupt people, as we
have become a corruption-
stricken country. 

I do not think our country’s
problem lies only in the prevail-
ing corruption. We have a long
list of problems preventing the
society from moving forward,
but whether we like it or not,
corruption keeps attracting
people’s attention. However,
the authority, its law and pow-
ers seem to have gone with the

wind. It seems that certain necessary and important authori-
ties needed to reform the country’s administrative situation
have been scaled down into mere buildings and incentives,
and sometimes get dismantled because we absurdly care
more about form than content. We have so many examples
of this, such as the Competitiveness Apparatus, the Human
Rights Authority, the Elections Authority and the Public Anti-
Corruption Authority. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times

Alas, Anti-Corruption Authority!
Al-Jarida

Although the statements of the new US President
Donald Trump call for laughter and would
knock everyone on their backs with it, his accu-

sations that his predecessor Obama and his adminis-
tration were behind founding the Islamic State (IS) call
for real investigations to be done by relevant American
authorities including the Congress and other security
apparatuses. It also calls us here in the region that has
been suffering because of this terrorist organization to
take the matter more seriously and not as a mere slip

of tongue or a silly joke. Trump might be making such
accusations against Obama, who spent eight years in
the White House and had access to a lot of what can
and cannot be discussed in public, because he has
enough information about what his predecessor did,
not as a normal person but as the president of the US,
the world’s most important country. If such accusa-
tions prove right and Obama did found IS, all relevant
US authorities and other countries that have suffered
the consequences should investigate the matter. 

The new president should not be just saying things
at random. He should be sure of every word coming
out of his mouth. He should be responsible for such
statements. Otherwise, the Republican Party should
not have nominated him for the presidency and would
now have to reconsider Trump’s competence for a
position that is not only significant for Americans, but
for all mankind around the globe. 

Even if Trump meant that the Obama administra-
tion was behind founding IS through its actions and
policies and how it handled the situations in Syria or
the entire Middle East, and not in the literal meaning
of the word, the matter should still be taken seriously.
It should be investigated and those responsible should
be held accountable, because this terrorist organiza-
tion had and is still committing terrible crimes in the
Arab region, Europe, US and the entire world.

Trump’s words of accusation have been said over
the past six years as political analyses and deductions
that could prove right or wrong, but to be directly
made by a man in Trump’s new position, this should
not be taken lightly or as mere slander or joke.

— Translated by Kuwait Times

Did Obama
found IS?

Al-Jarida

By Saleh Al-Qallab 

Al-Jarida

KUWAIT: Two young men under the influence of liquor
and drugs did not realize they were involved in a car acci-
dent and fell asleep outside the car. Police received a call
about a collision near Jahra roundabout, where they found
the car had hit the roundabout, and the two men sound
asleep outside.

By Ghanem Al-Najjar 
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Store front destroyed
A woman destroyed an ATV and smashed the glass

facade of a store. A security source said the woman had
parked her car in front of a store in the Qurain markets
area, and instead of putting her car’s transmission in
reverse, she placed it in drive and drove through the
shop front.

Physical assault
A Syrian woman accused her two Kuwaiti neighbors of

beating her in front of her Abu Halifa flat and filed a com-
plaint against them. The Syrian said she had previous dif-
ferences with the attackers, and both are being summoned
for questioning.

Drug dealer caught
A drug dealer told police that he used the pistol they

found at his home whenever he went to deliver drugs, and
also kept it to use it should he get arrested. The Drugs
Control General Department received tips about a citizen
trading in drugs, so a warrant was obtained and his Jabriya
home was raided, where hashish weighing more than one
kilogram and a loaded pistol were found. The suspect con-
fessed to possessing the drugs for trade and the firearm for
self-defense.

Spending

Budget

KUWAIT: President of Kuwait ’s
National Competiveness Committee
Dr Fahd Al-Rashid said 90 percent of
senior officials’ time at ministries and
government agencies is wasted on
jobs others can perform, while they
can concentrate on their duties to
improve governmental performance.
Rashid said during a workshop that
included many top officials, “we asked
them to show us how they spend
their working hours, estimated to be
eight hours a day, only to reach a con-
clusion that 90 percent of the time is
wasted on signing papers and meet-

ing people who are not necessary to
meet, in addition to meetings that are
not part of their work”. 

Rashid added that due to this,
many problems appear in the govern-
ment departments’ per formance,
especially since the time of these offi-
cials is wasted on activities that are
away from their duties, and this
reflects on the rest of workers, leading
to a drop in results for Kuwait on
many economic indicators on the
competitiveness scale.

Rashid said the true duties of sen-
ior officials are concentrated in several

major aspects that revolve around
giving instructions, incentives and
supervision in order to reach better
performance, and not to participate
in executive matters that take them
away from practicing in the true job
duties required from senior officials.
He said that directing by planning
and follow-up to enhance services
presented to the public and raising
work performance at government
bodies are within the priority list of
senior officials besides their duties,
which must take up the lion’s share of
their time. — Al-Rai

KUWAIT: Meraki General Trading
Company displayed its exclusive
organic products at Horeca Kuwait
2017, which was recently held under
auspices of Minister of Information
and Minister of State for Youth Affairs
Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud Al-Sabah.
The event was organized by the
Leaders Group Company for
Consulting and Development in col-
laboration with the Hospitality
Services Company at Kuwait
International Fairgrounds in Mishref in
the period of January 16-18, 2017.

Meraki’s booth at the exhibition

attracted a great number of visitors,
Operations Manager Sheikha Munira
Suhail Al-Sabah said, explaining that
the secret behind this success is “our
constant search for products that
guarantee skin health without using
harmful chemicals.”

There is growing awareness among
the public against the use of cosmet-
ics and skincare products that contain
harmful chemicals, and instead
replace them with environment-
friendly ones, Sheikh Munira noted.
“On that regard, Meraki started

importing carefully selected organic
cosmetics that include skin and hair
care products for all  ages,” she
explained.

“Meraki provides its exclusive prod-
ucts in various malls and through its
11 branches throughout Kuwait,”
Sabah added, noting that the compa-
ny’s products could also be purchased
online  and delivered to customers.
“Our next step is to provide hotels
with special packages as an addition
to Kuwait’s and GCC’s hospitality busi-
ness,” she concluded.

KUWAIT: The organizational committee of the
International Invention Fair Middle East honored Zain, the
leading telecommunications company in Kuwait, in recog-
nition of the company’s strategic partnership of  the
event’s 9th edition. The event was held under the patron-
age of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah. 

His Highness the Amir’s representative, Minister of
Information and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh
Salman Al-Homoud Al-Sabah, and Vice Chairman of the
Kuwait Science Club Talal Al-Kharafi honored Zain Kuwait’s
Corporate Communications and Relations Director Waleed
Al-Khashti for the company’s strategic partnership of the
event since its inception during the closing ceremony.

Zain’s support of this major event is part of the compa-
ny’s Corporate Sustainability and social Responsibility strat-
egy, which aims at supporting the scientific arena and con-
tributes to the further development of the scientific field in
Kuwait and the region. The Invention Fair Middle East

brought together a large number of local, regional, and
international inventors who jointly exchanged knowledge
and experiences across three days. 

The International Invention Fair is one of the most sig-
nificant and largest specialized exhibitions of inventions in
the Middle East, and is considered as the second largest
exhibition of its kind in the world. The event is part of the
International Exhibition of Geneva, and offered an oppor-
tunity for inventions from different cultures to be exhibited
and the strengthening of relationships among inventors
and investors.  Zain is keen on encouraging Kuwaiti and
Arab talents, especially Kuwaiti inventors, in the fields of
science and innovation side by side with international
experts. Zain supports such areas as it believes it offers a
valuable opportunity for young inventors to benefit from
the expertise and knowledge of international inventors.
The company will continue to foster young talents, believ-
ing that the current generation of youngsters holds to the
keys to the future development of Kuwait. 

Meraki displayed exclusive
products at Horeca Kuwait

90% of officials’ work time wasted

Int’l Invention Fair honors Zain
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ALEPPO: In this Thursday, Jan 19, 2017 photo, people visit the courtyard of the heavily damaged Great Mosque of Aleppo, overshadowed by a 13th century citadel, in the Old City of Aleppo. — AP 

ALEPPO: The Great Mosque of Aleppo, a cen-
turies-old treasure at the heart of one of the
world’s oldest cities, is today a grim testament
to the ravages of Syria’s war. The doors have
been blasted away, the walls have been shred-
ded by gunfire and shrapnel, and the minaret
where the Muslim call to prayer sounded for
900 years has been toppled and shattered. The
wooden pulpit, along with ancient manu-
scripts from a nearby library, has been carted
off by looters.

Syrians are only now able to survey the
damage wrought by more than four years of

war.  Rebels from the countryside poured into
Aleppo in the summer of 2012, capturing east-
ern districts and transforming the Old City into
the front lines of a war of attrition with forces
loyal to President Bashar Assad. The rebels sur-
rendered last month after a massive govern-
ment offensive and were evacuated to other
areas, allowing Assad to regain control of the
country’s largest city.

The red carpets inside the mosque are cov-
ered in debris, while damaged copper chande-
liers are still hanging from the ceiling. An
extensive network of sandbags used by the

rebels snakes throughout the compound. Also
known as the Umayyad Mosque, the site was
reopened in 2006 after a 20-year renovation
project. Aleppo’s Old City, a UNESCO world
heritage site, also boasts a 13th century
citadel, a sprawling bazaar and several other
monuments, nearly all of which have been
damaged or destroyed.

Remains of the Prophet Zakariah
Before the rebels stormed the city, the state

built a cement wall to secure a tomb inside the
mosque believed to hold the remains of the

Prophet Zakariah. But an ornate wooden pul-
pit modeled on the one inside Jerusalem’s Al-
Aqsa Mosque was pillaged. Sheikh Abdul-
Qader Shehabi, a senior Muslim cleric who
spent years studying and working in the
Umayyad Mosque, said 70,000 books were
stolen from a nearby library, including copy of
the Quran transcribed in the Middle Ages,
which he says was smuggled out and sold in
Turkey for $250,000.

Khaled Al-Masri, director of museums and
antiquities in Aleppo, downplayed the extent
of the destruction, saying the mosque could

be repaired within a year and the minaret
could be rebuilt in three. “The damage is sim-
ple and we can return the Umayyad Mosque
to how it was,” he said. But the war is still rag-
ing elsewhere in the country, and even if the
cash-strapped government prevails it will con-
front a massive reconstruction challenge , not
only in Aleppo but in other cities and towns.
“This mosque used to be a jewel,” said Fateh
Abdullah Nahhal, a grocer who brought his
children to the site for the first time in five
years. “All we can say is for God to help us pun-
ish those who did this.” — AP

Aleppo’s Great mosque bears scars of war
Minaret where the call to prayer sounded for 900 years shattered 

JERUSALEM: A deal to evacuate a hardline
Jewish outpost that has become a symbol of
Israel’s occupation of the West Bank was in
jeopardy yesterday ahead of a February 8
deadline to remove it. Settlers in the Amona
outpost of some 40 families and which was
built on Palestinian land accused the gov-
ernment of not living up to the terms of a
deal reached in December that would see
them moved nearby.

Palestinian landowners also filed a peti-
tion to the Israeli high court yesterday with
further objections to the government’s relo-
cation plans, said rights group Yesh Din,
which is representing them. Beyond that,
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s chief
of staff Yoav Horowitz reportedly told minis-
ters from his Likud party on Sunday that the
deal could not be implemented because of
legal complications.

The lack of a clear solution has once
again raised the possibility of a forced evac-
uation of the Amona settlers by the Israeli
government and fears that violence could
result. “Right now we’re dealing with the fact
that the government and officials lied,” said
Eli Greenberg, an Amona resident and
spokesman for the outpost. “They promised
all kinds of lies to us.” The Israeli defence
ministry unit that oversees civilian affairs in
the West Bank did not respond to a request
for comment.

The long-running saga has centred on a
2014 high court ruling ordering the outpost
northeast of the town of Ramallah to be
evacuated because it was built on private
Palestinian land. An initial deadline of
December 25, 2016 was given for the out-
post to be removed.

Deadline extended 
But with the deadline approaching, Israeli

right-wing politicians rushed to Amona’s
defence while also promoting a bill  to
legalise thousands of other settler homes in
the West Bank. 

Hundreds of hardline Jewish youths also
flooded into the outpost in a bid to prevent
the evacuation. Negotiations resulted in a
deal on December 18 under which Amona
residents agreed to relocate peacefully to
nearby land considered abandoned.

The court then granted an extension
of the deadline to February 8 when the
settlers promised to relocate peacefully.
But Palestinian landowners objected to
the  p lans,  resul t ing in  fur ther  legal
maneuverings. They filed a new petition
yesterday objecting to a government
plan to divide certain plots and calling for
the deal to be cancelled. 

“Ever since the notion of using aban-
doned property was suggested, we have
claimed that one injustice cannot be correct-
ed with another, and that additional land
cannot be taken over just to appease Amona
residents,” Yesh Din executive director Neta
Patrick said in a statement.

Israeli settlements are seen as major
stumbling blocks to peace efforts as they are
built on land the Palestinians see as part of a
future state of their own. All are considered
illegal under international law, but Israel dif-
ferentiates between those it has approved
and those it has not. Settlements such as
Amona are called outposts-those that Israel
has not approved. Some 400,000 Israelis live
in the West Bank among around 2.6 million
Palestinians. — AFP

Deal to remove Israeli outpost 
in West Bank now in jeopardy

CAIRO: Key developments in Egypt since its
January 2011 uprising that brought down President
Hosni Mubarak who ruled for three decades.

The revolution 
On January 25, 2011, massive anti-Mubarak

protests erupt after a revolt topples Tunisia’s
ruler in what becomes known as the Arab
Spring. On February 1, more than one million
demonstrators take to the streets of Egypt, with
a great flood of people congregating in Cairo’s
Tahrir Square. On February 11, Mubarak resigns
and hands power to the army, which suspends
the constitution and dissolves parliament. About
850 people die in clashes with security forces
during 18 days of revolt.

Islamist victory 
From November 2011 to January 2012, Egypt

holds post-revolt parliamentary elections.
Islamists win about two-thirds of the seats, half
of which go to the Muslim Brotherhood.

In June, parliament is dissolved when a court
rules it is illegal. On June 30, 2012, Brotherhood
candidate Mohamed Morsi is elected president
with 51.7 percent of the vote. He becomes
Egypt’s first freely-elected civilian and Islamist
leader. In August, Morsi replaces Defense
Minister Hussein Tantawi with military intelli-
gence chief Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi.

Morsi ousted, Sisi in power 
On July 3, 2013, Sisi ousts Morsi after massive

protests against his one-year rule and freezes the
Islamist-drafted constitution. Morsi denounces a
“coup” as authorities launch a crackdown against
his supporters. On August 14, security forces
move against two pro-Morsi protest camps in
Cairo, killing at least 700 people. Since Morsi’s
removal, at least 1,400 people have been killed
in a police crackdown on protests, mostly

Islamists. Tens of thousands of Morsi’s supporters
have been arrested and hundreds, including
Morsi himself, sentenced to death. In December,
the government declares the Brotherhood a “ter-
rorist” organization. On June 8, Sisi is sworn in as
president having won 96.9 percent of a vote
boycotted by the Brotherhood and secular dissi-
dents. In late 2015, a new parliament dominated
by supporters of Sisi is elected.

Jihadist unrest, IMF loan 
On February 10, 2015, during a visit to Cairo

by Russian President Vladimir Putin, Cairo and
Moscow agree to jointly build Egypt’s first
nuclear power plant. On February 16, Cairo car-
ries out air strikes against the Islamic State (IS)
jihadist group in neighboring Libya after a
graphic video is released showing the behead-
ing there of 21 Christians, almost all Egyptian
Copts. On October 31, a Russian passenger plane
blows up in the Sinai, killing all 224 people on

board. IS says it smuggled a bomb on board,
while Moscow says an investigation has found
that the plane was brought down by a bomb.

The jihadist group’s Egyptian affiliate, which
operates mostly in the north of the Sinai
Peninsula, has killed hundreds of policemen and
soldiers. On December 16, Saudi Arabia pledges
a total of $8 billion in investment and aid to
Egypt, along with petrol supplies, over the next
five years. On January 10, 2016, Egypt’s new par-
liament convenes in its first session since the leg-
islature was dissolved in 2012, after a legislative
election dominated by pro-government candi-
dates in the absence of any opposition. On
November 3, Egypt’s central bank floats the cur-
rency, leading to a sharp devaluation of the
pound against the US dollar. The move comes
amid economic reforms to meet conditions for
Egypt to obtain a $12-billion loan from the
International Monetary Fund. On November 12,
the IMF approves the loan. — AFP  

Egypt since its revolution 

DUBAI: The prosecution in a Bahraini court
yesterday presented what it said was evi-
dence against prominent rights activist
Nabeel Rajab, accused of spreading “false
information” about the kingdom, a judicial
source said. They submitted an “expert
report” that they said confirmed Rajab was
in charge of his Twitter account where
allegedly offensive tweets were posted, the
source said. 

The defense, for its part, reiterated it
case that Rajab was not in control of his
account at the time the tweets were post-

ed. The court had ordered the appointment
of an expert from the interior ministry’s
cyber crimes unit to determine who was
operating Rajab’s Twitter account. The hear-
ing was adjourned to February 21.

Rajab is accused of “spreading false news
and rumors and inciting propaganda dur-
ing wartime which could undermine the
war operations by the Bahraini armed
forces and weaken the nation”, according to
state media. Sunni-ruled Bahrain is part of a
Saudi-led coalition battling Shiite Houthi
rebels in Yemen. — AFP

Bahrain court hears Twitter 
‘evidence’ against activist
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WASHINGTON: Donald Trump built his
campaign on early morning tweet storms
and hashtag-worthy slogans. Now presi-
dent, he’s in control of the White House’s
powerful social media arsenal, including
the official @POTUS Twitter account that
has nearly 14 million followers. The tech-
nological transition came just as Trump
took the oath of office Friday, giving him a
clean digital slate while preserving hun-
dreds of tweets and posts made during
President Barack Obama’s time in office.

The White House’s official Twitter and
Facebook accounts were quickly purged
and rebranded for the new administration
- the first time social media accounts have

been a part of the transition. Trump didn’t
rush to use the @POTUS account. Trump
sent his first tweets as president from
@realDonaldTrump, the personal account
where his thousands of candid on every-
thing from immigration to golf course
conditions helped propel him into a polit-
ical force.

“We will bring back our jobs. We will
bring back our borders. We will bring back
our wealth - and we will bring back our
dreams!” Trump told his 21 million follow-
ers about an hour into his presidency. A
few hours later, the @POTUS account
sprung to life with a photo of Trump
being introduced at the swearing-in cere-

mony and a link to a Facebook post on
the occasion. The same image appeared
on the White House’s newly scrubbed
Instagram account.

Turning over social media 
Tweets generated during the Obama

administration have been archived and
moved to separate accounts such as
@FLOTUS44, @VP44 and
@ObamaWhiteHouse. The same went for
official White House accounts on
Facebook, Instagram, Medium, Tumblr
and YouTube. Turning over social media
accounts is a modern twist on the com-
plex presidential transition - the 21st cen-

tury version of handing over nuclear
codes and the keys to the Oval Office.

The White House’s digital transition
plans, announced a week before the elec-
tion, stressed that the National Archives
would preserve social media content in a
similar fashion as paper records. Twitter,
which helped transition White House
accounts on its platform, said anyone who
started following POTUS during Obama’s
presidency would automatically start fol-
lowing POTUS44, too.

“Citizens and their elected leaders
around the world have come to rely on
Twitter as an instantaneous, direct means
of communication,” Twitter’s Colin Crowell

said. “The transparency and accountability
that this global, open Twitter conversation
fosters are a benefit to all, and we’re glad
to see today’s smooth @POTUS transition.”

Obama presided over the White
House’s push into social media. The first
official White House account, @white-
house, was created in April 2009, his third
month in office. The @POTUS account did-
n’t come around until June 2013. Obama
sent a farewell tweet from @POTUS on
Friday morning and followed up a few
hours later with one from his
@BarackObama account. “Hi everybody!
Back to the original handle,” Obama
wrote. “Is this thing still on?” — AP

Trump gets Obama’s house, title and Twitter handle

ALBANY: Chuck Stafford was watching
the Atlanta Falcons rout the Green Bay
Packers for the NFC title when bad
weather suddenly began to pound his
mobile home in southern Georgia.
Stafford, 74, had just gotten to head to
the bathroom during Sunday’s football
game when the wind started whipping
the mobile home park in Albany where
he has lived for 31 years. His home start-
ed shaking violently.

The gusts blew the windows out of
Stafford’s trailer, spraying shattered
glass everywhere. But he was lucky. “I
grabbed hold of my washer and dryer,
got my legs spread apart and hunched
over,” Stafford said. “I guess I picked a
good time to go to the bathroom.”
Stafford was among residents in
Georgia, Mississippi and South Carolina
who were trying to pick up the pieces
left behind by a powerful storm system
that tore across the Deep South over
the weekend, killing 19 people, includ-
ing 15 in south Georgia. Rescuers were
going through stricken areas yesterday,
searching for possible survivors.

Dougherty County Coroner Michael
Fowler said that a total of four people
died Sunday in the county that includes
Albany. Some 60 miles away, Coroner
Tim Purvis in South Georgia’s Cook
County confirmed seven people died at
the mobile home park in the rural com-
munity of Adel, where about half of the
40 homes were leveled.

The 15 killed in South Georgia
included two deaths each in the coun-
ties of Berrien and Brooks. In South
Carolina, the National Weather Service
has confirmed that two tornadoes
struck over the weekend, injuring one
woman who was trapped in a mobile
home that was damaged near Blackville.
The weather service says a tornado
touched down about 3:45 pm Saturday
in Barnwell County and moved into
Bamberg County. The other occurred in

Orangeburg County a few minutes later.
Weather experts say tornadoes can

hit any time of year in the South -
including in the dead of winter. Even
north Florida was under the weekend
weather threat. While the central US has
a fairly defined tornado season - the
spring - the risk of tornadoes “never
really goes to zero” for most of the year
in the Southeast, explained Patrick
Marsh of the Storm Prediction Center in
Norman, Oklahoma.

He said 39 possible tornadoes were
reported across the Southeast from ear-
ly Saturday into Sunday evening - none
immediately confirmed. Of that, 30 were
reported in Georgia, four in Mississippi,
and one each in Louisiana and South
Carolina. January tornado outbreaks are
rare but not unprecedented, particularly
in the South. 

Data from the Storm Prediction
Center shows that, over the past
decade, the nation has seen an average
of 38 tornadoes in January, ranging

from a high of 84 in 2008 to just four in
2014. Jenny Bullard, 19, said she and her
parents, Jeff and Carla, are glad to have
escaped without major injury after an
apparent tornado battered their home
in Cook County, causing walls to col-
lapse.  They are a farming family dating
back generations, living not far from
where the mobile homes were
destroyed. The middle section of their
brick house was ripped off the slab. A
piano was blown out of the house.

She recalled waking up to the sound
of hail and then heard her father, calling
her name. ”There was a bunch of stuff
on top of him and I just started throw-
ing everything I could until I got to him,”
she said. Then she and her parents fled.
The young woman went back through
the debris for family photos and other
belongings.  Bricks lay scattered about,
alongside their possessions and furni-
ture. Across the street, where the
Bullards kept farm equipment in sheds,
one shed was blown apart.  — AP

MOLCAXAC: Tamara Alcala Dominguez sobbed, barely able to
speak, as she buried her face in the sweater of the woman
who cared for her when she was a toddler. “My little girl, I
hugged you so much,” Petra Bello Suarez tearfully told her
now 23-year-old granddaughter. “I have you in my arms, my
girl. ... You found me still alive.”

Alcala’s mother left her with Bello at age 2 when she went
to seek a better life in the United States. A year later, the little
girl joined her mother - and for two decades Alcala’s undocu-
mented status prevented her from returning to Mexico. Then
she became one of the hundreds of thousands protected from
deportation under an Obama administration program known
as DACA, or Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals, which
gave work permits to immigrants brought to the US as chil-
dren and living in the country illegally.

Alcala burst out of the shadows. In her American home in
Everett, Washington, she got an officially sanctioned job and
pursued an education with dreams of becoming a doctor. And
last year she enrolled in a special program that allowed her to
make this, her first journey back to Mexico, and then return
safely again to the United States.

Grandmother and grandchild spent nearly two weeks
catching up on 20 years, a reunion made bittersweet by the
uncertainty ahead: They said their goodbyes just before
Donald Trump took office amid vows to undo the protections
his predecessor put in place, promises that leave immigrants
worried about what comes next. For Alcala, the trip may have
been either a last opportunity to see her grandmother, or a
chance to reacquaint herself with her native land in case she
winds up deported. “It brings a lot of peace of mind to know
that I was able to interact with her at least once,” she said,
“before whatever happens in the future.” 

The DREAM act 
In the weeks just before Trump was sworn in, more than

two dozen young immigrants made the same journey as Alcala
back to Mexico under a provision of DACA that lets recipients
apply to leave the US for academic reasons or family emergen-
cies and then legally return. The Associated Press traveled with
them. More than 100 former child migrants have made five
such trips sponsored by California State. 

University, Long Beach - emotional journeys to what is
often a barely remembered homeland, to reunite with family
seen only in photos or on Skype. The students on this trip
joined long-lost relatives for Christmas, then gathered after the
new year for an academic course in Cuernavaca before flying
home to America. 

About 750,000 immigrants have enrolled in DACA.
Legislation that would have included similar protections, called
the DREAM Act, failed to get through Congress, prompting
President Barack Obama to create the program with an execu-
tive action in 2012. Trump, as part of his tough talk on immi-
gration, has vowed to end DACA, which he calls illegal

amnesty. Moderate Republicans are keenly aware of the politi-
cal dangers of deporting college students and breaking up
families. At a town hall Jan. 12, House Speaker Paul Ryan said
Republicans had been working with the Trump team on a solu-
tion and vowed there would be no “deportation force” to round
up people living in the country illegally.

Soft-spoken and shy, Alcala’s demeanor reflects an
upbringing living with fear of deportation. Growing up, her
family mostly kept to themselves and a few friends. Alcala’s
mother encouraged her not to speak Spanish outside the
home to avoid attracting attention. She wasn’t to let on that
she was Mexican, and never to tell people where her mother
worked. “I always felt like I always had to hide everything,”
Alcala said. Through high school, Alcala was content with her
under-the-table restaurant job. 

But as college neared, the limitations of her legal status
became increasingly clear. Her job was never going to be
enough to pay for tuition. She began to question why her
mother brought her to the US. Then at age 19 her life
changed. News popped up on her phone one day about
Obama’s executive action. She arrived at her restaurant job
with puffy eyes, determined to immediately apply for DACA.
Once accepted, she quit the restaurant job and pursued a stu-
dent position in a lab at the University of Washington. She
recently graduated, and is working while studying for medical
school entry exams.

Rediscovering roots 
Last year, Alcala stumbled on a blog that talked about how

some people with protection under DACA could travel, and
that led her to the CSU Long Beach program to help migrants
rediscover their roots. With her grandmother 75 years old and
suffering from hypertension, diabetes and other ailments,
Alcala was determined not to repeat the anguish she felt
when her grandfather died of prostate cancer before she
could see him.

Alcala arrived in Mexico City just before Christmas, and
soon was on the road to her birthplace of Molcaxac. There, she
dined on salty carne asada and the rich mole sauce for which
Puebla state is famous. She leaned her head on her grand-
mother’s shoulder while flipping through cellphone photos.
She played hide-and-seek with cousins.

Alcala followed Bello everywhere - to the store, to meet
neighbors, to the town holiday party. They said goodbye just
after the new year, with Alcala’s grandmother promising to
teach her more the next time they reunite. “I told her this still
wasn’t the last goodbye,” Alcala said. “I told her I’d find a way to
go visit her.” On Inauguration Day, Alcala was back in
Washington state as all eyes were on Trump and the new
immigration policies to come. Alcala doesn’t know what she’ll
do if her DACA protection ends under Trump; because her
younger sister was born in the USAlcala could apply for a fam-
ily reunification visa. — AP

Tornadoes leave 19 dead

ALBANY: A rescue worker enters a hole in the back of a mobile home in Big
Pine Estates that was damaged by a tornado. — AP  

Trump overshadows young 
migrants’ emotional trip 

Finding themselves in the journey home 

TRIPOLI: Brazilian novelist Paulo Coelho joined more
than 100 Libyan writers and intellectuals yesterday in
condemning security forces for seizing books deemed
“erotic” or anti-Islamic. Coelho’s books were among those
seized by authorities in the eastern Libyan town of Marj
over the weekend. Security forces there published a
video on Facebook over the weekend showing dozens of
books imported from Egypt that were seized from a
truck heading from Tobruk to Benghazi.

“Contacting the Brazilian embassy,” Coelho tweeted
yesterday. “There’s little they can do but I can’t just sit
and watch my books being burned.” Brazil’s diplomatic
mission to Libya is based in neighboring Tunisia. The
books also included works by Egyptian Nobel Prize-win-
ning novelist Naguib Mahfouz and Arabic translations of
books by German philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche and
American writer Dan Brown.

In the video, a security official and religious leaders in
the town denounced a “cultural invasion”, claiming the
books contained information on Shiism, Christianity and

sorcery, as well as erotic material that conflicts with the
Sunni Islam followed by most Libyans. It was unclear
what would be done with the confiscated books. Marj,
like most of eastern Libya, is under the control of the
self-declared Libyan National Army commanded by mili-
tary strongman Khalifa Haftar. Lawyer and activist Azza
Maghur, novelist and painter Radhouane Bouchwicha
and writer Idriss Al-Tayyib were among those denounc-
ing the confiscation.

In an open letter, they called it “intellectual terror-
ism” and “an attempt to muzzle voices and confiscate
opinion and thought”. The seizure of the books trig-
gered an outcry on social media. Libyans condemned it
with the hashtag “books are read, not confiscated”.
Since a 2011 revolution that toppled and killed long-
time dictator Moamer Kadhafi, a constellation of mili-
tias of various political and religious backgrounds have
been struggling for control of Libya. Kadhafi’s regime
heavily censored political and ideological books he saw
as threatening his authority. — AFP 

Authors slam books 
seizure in East Libya

MOLCAXAC: This Dec 23, 2016 photo shows Tamara Alcala Dominguez reuniting with her grandmother Petra Bello
Suarez in their home town of Molcaxac, Puebla state, Mexico, during Alcala’s first return home since she left
Mexico for the US as a toddler. — AP 
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NICOSIA: Between two checkpoints in
Europe’s last divided capital a coffee shop
provides a venue for Greek and Turkish
Cypriots to overcome their differences
and dream of a shared future. To sip cof-
fee at the Home Cafe, visitors must first
show their identity papers to border
police to enter the UN-patrolled buffer
zone that runs across Nicosia and the rest
of the island.

The idea was to create a space in the
buffer zone that is part of Cypriot civilian
life, says Hayriye Ruzgar, communications
officer for Home for Cooperation, a com-
munity centre where the coffee shop is
located. The venue’s location in no man’s
land makes it accessible to Cypriots from
both sides, says the 25-year-old Turkish
Cypriot. Cyprus has been divided since
Turkish troops invaded in 1974 in response

to an Athens-inspired coup seeking union
with Greece. Thousands of Cypriots fled
their homes both ways across the dividing
line. Nine years later, Turkish Cypriot leaders
declared a breakaway state in the north that
is only recognized by Ankara.

As Cypriot leaders press peace talks this
week in Geneva toward reunifying the
island, Home for Cooperation is a concrete
example of both communities coming
together, says Home Cafe manager Lefkia
Heracleous. “It’s a good way to show that
practically we can work together,” says the
37-year-old Greek Cypriot.

‘Same sun, same rain’    
The bicommunal centre-a project

inspired by teachers from both sides-
opened in 2011 , eight years after the open-
ing of the border allowed residents to cross

over. Jazz plays in the background at the
cafe, whose calm interior of wooden tables,
large prints of photographs and endless
shelves of books provide an atmosphere
conducive to dialogue. In the rest of the
building, students flock to lessons including
in Greek language, Turkish, English, salsa
and tai chi. In the evenings, the coffee shop
hosts concerts and debates organised by
local associations. “We have the same food...
the same sun, the same rain here in Cyprus.
It’s very important to speak the same lan-
guage” too, says Marina Payiatsou, a Greek
Cypriot sociologist learning Turkish.

When the centre opened, its teachers
only had a few students, says Heracleous,
but now they offer five classes of Turkish
and three of Greek a week. Home for
Cooperation is just one of several initiatives
bringing the two communities together.

Beyond groups organizing cycling excur-
sions and tango parties, one association
brings youth from both sides together to
shoot basketball hoops.  For more than a
decade, Peace Players has coached Greek
and Turkish Cypriots aged 12 to 20 in the art
of dribbling.

‘Too late’?    
“In the beginning we saw a lot of kids

who were shy” and “didn’t want to talk
together”, says Jessica Walton, a Peace
Players member from the United States.
“But then they see that they have more in
common than what they thought. It doesn’t
take very long” even if they do not speak
the same language, she says. But such initia-
tives remain limited in Cyprus, where those
born after the 1974 invasion have never
known a united island.

Sultan Cavusoglu, a 40-year-old Turkish
Cypriot, says she enjoys meeting her south-
ern neighbors when she studies English at
Home for Cooperation. “It’s easy to come
here and it’s a good way to meet Greek
Cypriots,” she says.  But “it’s too late to recon-
nect people,” she says of the wider political
process towards a united island. 

In a 2004 referendum, Turkish Cypriots
largely approved a UN peace plan but their
Greek neighbors rejected it, putting a
damper on hopes for reunification. Ruzgar,
however, remains optimistic. “These commu-
nities have become strangers to each other,”
she says. But “people ask more questions
every day”. They have started “to realize that
we cannot go on like this forever”. Sustainable
peace will only come when both communi-
ties work together, she says. “Achieving peace
is more than a signature.”  — AFP 

Cyprus coffee shop provides common ground for peace

PARIS: Leftist outsider Benoit Hamon will fight
ex-prime minister Manuel Valls for the French
Socialist presidential nomination next Sunday
after winning the first round of a primary seen as
a battle for the party’s soul. Dismissed as a seri-
ous contender when the campaign began in
December, the 49-year-old former education
minister placed himself in the driving seat with
what he called a “message of hope and renewal”.

With Europe apparently shifting rightwards
and the deeply unpopular President Francois
Hollande ruling himself out, the Socialist primary
has been billed as a fight-a left-leaning faction
represented by Hamon versus Valls’ centrist, pro-
business camp. The leftist Liberation daily on
Monday billed the second round as a battle
between “a left that takes charge versus a left
that dreams.”

Hamon scored 36.3 percent with Valls trailing
on 31.1 percent, according to results published
late Sunday. Between 1.6 million and 1.7 million
voted, the head of the primary organising com-
mittee, Christophe Borgel, told RTL radio-less
than half the four million who took part in the
first round of the rightwing primary. Maverick
former economy minister Arnaud Montebourg
was eliminated with 17 percent and immediately
threw his support behind Hamon. But whoever
wins the Socialist nomination faces long odds.

‘Clear choice’
Polls show the presidential election coming

down to a contest between conservative ex-pre-
mier Francois Fillon, far-right leader Marine Le
Pen and Emmanuel Macron, the 39-year-old for-
mer economy minister. A defiant Valls, 54, told
his supporters the Socialist primary runoff would
be “a clear choice between unachievable prom-
ises and a credible left”.

Choosing Hamon, he said, would mean “cer-
tain defeat” in the presidential election whereas
he offered a “possible victory”. Some Socialist
supporters said Hamon was a breath of fresh air.
The mild-mannered ex-minister said he offered
hope to a party ailing after five years under
Hollande-with Valls by his side until December-
beset by economic sluggishness, labour protests
and infighting among the Socialists.

His supporters had voted “through conviction
and not out of resignation”, Hamon said. Hamon

performed strongly in three T V debates
crammed into a short campaign, attracting
attention with a proposal to give the poor and
people aged 18-25 a “universal income” rising
from 600 euros to 750 euros ($640 to $800) a
month. He also campaigned heavily on the envi-
ronment. Valls poured scorn on the universal
income proposal, saying it would ruin France.

The two men face off in a T V debate on
Wednesday. The photogenic Macron has stolen
the limelight from his former Socialist govern-
ment colleagues in recent weeks, with his cam-
paign speeches packed to overflowing. But with
rightwing ideas apparently taking root across
Europe, most opinion polls show a Fillon-Le Pen
presidential showdown as the most likely sce-
nario in May.

Spanish-born Valls appears to have been
punished for his association with Hollande,
struggling at times in a contest he had been
expected to dominate. He set out to modernize
his party but has struggled to unite his camp,
with his rivals accusing him of betraying leftist

ideals by forcing through labour market reforms.

Tactical voting?
Some Socialist heavyweights have hinted

they could abandon their party’s nominee and
back Macron instead if he looks to have a better
chance of reaching the second round of the
presidential election against Le Pen. Macron
himself has ruled out a pact with the Socialists,
promising that his En Marche (On the Move) par-
ty will field hundreds of candidates in parlia-
mentary elections in June.

Communist-backed firebrand Jean-Luc
Melenchon, who like Macron is standing as an
independent, also threatens to split the leftwing
vote. The influence of Le Pen, who leads the anti-
immigration National Front (FN), has overshad-
owed the entire presidential campaign so far.
She told a meeting of rightwing populist parties
in Germany on Saturday that Europe was about
to “wake up” following the victory of Donald
Trump in the US election and the British vote to
leave the European Union. — AFP

Ex-PM fights leftist outsider 

for French presidential nod

A battle for the party’s soul 

PARIS: Former prime minister and candidate for the left-wing primaries, Manuel Valls gestures
before speaking following the first round of the left-wing primary for the 2017 French presi-
dential election. — AFP 

A handout picture released yesterday by the Corpo Nazionale Soccorso Alpino e
Speleologico (CNSAS) shows a rescue team carrying puppies found at the avalanche-
hit Hotel Rigopiano. — AFP 

FARINDOLA: Questions intensified yester-
day into whether Italian authorities under-
estimated the risks facing a snowbound
mountain hotel hours before an avalanche
hit, as rescue crews weighed using heavy
equipment to try to reach 23 people in the
hotel who are still buried under the snow.

Five days after up to 60,000 tons of
snow, rocks and uprooted trees plowed
into the Hotel Rigopiano in central Italy,
rescue crews were still digging by hand
and with shovels and chainsaws to try to
find more survivors. Firefighter spokesman
Luca Cari said emergency crews were work-
ing with an “operational hypothesis” that
the snow might not have reached all parts
of the hotel, and that air pockets might still
be keeping people alive. But he said: “We
are fighting against time.”

“We know we need to work fast, but in
relation to an environment that doesn’t
allow for fast intervention,” he said on Sky
TG24. Heavy machinery, including an exca-
vator, has reached the disaster site north-
east of Rome but crews hadn’t decided
whether to use it, yet given the risk that it
could collapse snow and walls on top of
the 23 people still underneath. So far nine
people have been pulled out alive from the
snow-crusted hotel debris, and the first
were released yesterday from the Pescara
hospital, officials said. Six people are con-
firmed dead, although one of them
remained trapped inside the rubble.

Underestimated threat 
Meanwhile, the investigation intensified

into whether local government officials
underestimated the threat facing the hotel,
which was already covered with two
meters (six feet) of snow, had no phone

service and had dwindling gas supplies
when a series of earthquakes rocked cen-
tral Italy on the morning of Jan 18.

Italian newspapers yesterday repro-
duced what they said was an email sent by
the hotel owner to local and provincial
authorities that afternoon asking for help
because “the situation has become worri-
some.” “The hotel guests are terrorized by
the earthquakes and have decided to stay
out in the open,” Bruno Di Tommaso wrote.
“We’ve tried to do everything to keep them
calm, but since they can’t leave due to the
blocked roads, they’re prepared to spend
the night in their cars.” Already, the Pescara
prefect’s office has faced criticism after a
local restaurant owner said his calls report-
ing the avalanche were ignored. Quintino
Marcella said he called the office after
receiving word from one of his chefs who
was vacationing at the Hotel Rigopiano
and escaped the avalanche by chance.

The ANSA news agency reported yester-
day that the prefect’s office had called Di
Tommaso after receiving the avalanche
alarm, but that the hotel owner - who was
in coastal Pescara at the time, not in the
hotel - hadn’t heard anything himself, pos-
sibly leading officials to underestimate
Marcella’s report.

The president of the province, Antonio
Di Marco, has confirmed he saw an email
from Di Tommaso and had arranged for a
snowplow to clear the road that night, the
ANSA news agency reported. The ava-
lanche, however, hit sometime before 5:40
p.m., when Marcella received the call from
his chef. One aspect of the criminal investi-
gation into the disaster involves discover-
ing where the province’s snowplows were
being used, news reports said. — AP 

Questions arise over Italy’s 

response to snow-hit hotel

GUADALAJARA: Seven headless, mutilated
bodies have been found in a taxi aban-
doned near the seaside resort of Manzanillo
in western Mexico, apparent victims of the
country’s epidemic of drug violence, local
officials said Sunday. “They were mutilated,
apparently decapitated, and one of the vic-
tims was a woman,” the port city’s police
chief Carlos Heredia told AFP.

He said a message left on the vehicle,
which was found early Saturday on the
road from Manzanillo to the town of
Cihuatlan, was signed by the increasingly
powerful Jalisco New Generation drug
cartel. That cartel is blamed for a surge in
murders in the tiny Pacific state of
Colima, where Manzanillo is located. The
Colima prosecutor’s office said the seven
bodies had yet to be identified. 

The past six months have seen an
increase in killings linked to disputes
within the Jalisco cartel, police records
show.  On January 16 and 17, six people
were shot to death in three separate inci-
dents in Manzanillo. 

Authorities believe all were linked to
organized crime. With drug baron
Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman’s recent
extradition to the United States, his pow-
erful Sinaloa cartel is expected to face a
rising challenge from the Jalisco gang, a

onetime ally now estimated to be worth
$50 billion. 

The Jalisco group’s incursions into
Sinaloa territory have turned Colima
state into the Mexican region with the
highest homicide rate, with 72 killings
per 100,000 inhabitants last year. The
gang, also known by its Spanish initials
CJNG, has also launched bold attacks on
the police and military. In March and
April 2015, the cartel killed 20 police offi-
cers in two separate ambushes in west-
ern Jalisco state. In May of that year, the
gang used a rocket-propelled grenade to
down a military helicopter, killing seven
soldiers and a policewoman.

The latest killings in Manzanillo came
less than a week after a mass shooting in
another normally peaceful Mexican
resort, this one on the Caribbean coast.

A shooting erupted early yesterday at
a music festival in Playa del Carmen,
south of Cancun, leaving at least five
people dead and 15 injured, the mayor
said. Three of the dead were foreigners.
Authorities attributed the attack to a turf
war between drug cartels. The region,
popular among American and European
tourists, had been largely spared from
the drug violence plaguing other parts of
Mexico. — AFP 

Mutilated bodies found 

in Mexican tourist port

BERLIN: German rightwing Populist Party AfD
decided yesterday not to expel a leading member
over a speech criticizing Berlin’s Holocaust memori-
al and urging the country to stop atoning for its
Nazi past. The AfD (Alternative for Germany) execu-
tive board held a three-hour telephone conference
in which it voted to instead impose unspecified
“disciplinary measures” against Bjoern Hoecke, par-
ty chairman in the central state of Thuringia.

“The board concludes that the statements
made by Bjoern Hoecke in his Dresden speech on
January 17 hurt the image of the party,” it said in a
statement. The AfD leadership said it would review
“all legal and political aspects that are relevant” in
determining what action to take against Hoecke
but ruled out removing him from the party.

The measure passed 10-3 after a heated debate,
sources told German media. Amid an internal pow-
er struggle ahead of a September general election,
AfD leader Frauke Petry had called Hoecke a “bur-
den on the party” last week after his address in
which he condemned the Holocaust memorial as a
“monument of shame in the heart of the capital”.
“We need nothing less than a 180-degree shift in
the politics of remembrance,” Hoecke added in the
remarks to chants of “Germany, Germany”.

The comments triggered an uproar, with Social
Democrat vice chief Ralf Stegner accusing him of
making a “hate incitement speech”-which is illegal
in Germany-that called for history to be rewritten.
Germany’s Central Council of Jews also expressed
outrage, saying Hoecke was trampling on the
memory of six million Jewish Holocaust victims
murdered by the Nazis. But AfD deputy chief
Alexander Gauland, who like Hoecke belongs to
the hard nationalist wing of the party, defended
the politician, telling national news agency DPA
that he had “in no manner criticised the remem-
brance of the Holocaust”.

Hoecke himself yesterday blasted the board’s
conclusions as well as the critical media cover-
age of his comments, which he called a “mali-
cious and deliberately slanderous interpreta-
tion”. A poll  Sunday in the Bild am Sonntag
newspaper showed that 61 percent of Germans
believed the party should kick Hoecke out for
his speech. The AfD started out in 2013 as an
anti-euro party but has since morphed into an
anti-immigration group attacking Chancellor
Angela Merkel’s liberal refugee policy, which
brought some 890,000 refugees to Germany in
2015 alone. — AFP

Populist who called to end Nazi 

guilt can stay, says German party

BERLIN: This file photo taken on September 15, 2014 shows the then Alternative fuer Deutschland
(AfD) party’s main candidate in Thuringia Bjoern Hoecke (C) speaking at a press conference in
Berlin, following regional elections in the German states of Brandenburg and Thuringia. — AFP 

BERLIN/VIENNA: A 21-year-old man arrested in
Germany on suspicion of planning an Islamist
militant attack has admitted links with a second
suspect in Vienna who had been in touch with
jihadists in Albania, German investigators said
yesterday. German security police arrested the
man and a woman during a raid on a flat in the
western city of Neuss on Saturday, the regional
Criminal Investigation Office (LKA) said. The
woman, identified by local media as the man’s
wife, was later released.

German authorities have been on high alert
since a Tunisian man whose bid for asylum had
been rejected rammed a truck into a Christmas
market in Berlin on Dec 19, killing 12 people. A
spokesman for the Duesseldorf prosecutor’s
office said the 21-year-old suspect admitted dur-
ing questioning that a 17-year Austrian with
Albanian roots who was arrested in Vienna had

visited him for two weeks at the end of last year,
though the purpose of the visit was not immedi-
ately clear. Austrian officials initially said the
Vienna suspect was 18. A search of the suspect’s
apartment in Neuss did not turn up any evi-
dence of an imminent attack and no weapons or
explosives were found, a prosecutor ’s
spokesman said. Germany’s Focus magazine said
the man was planning a bomb attack on police
and soldiers. Both he and the suspect detained
in Austria had experimented with materials to
create explosives in the Neuss apartment, it said.

The Neuss arrest followed a tip-off from
Austrian authorities, according to Frank
Scheulen, spokesman for the LKA in the state of
North Rhine-Westphalia. The man, whose
nationality was not given, was arrested on suspi-
cion of planning to carry out a “serious act of vio-
lent subversion”, Scheulen said. — Reuters

German police arrest man on 

suspicion of planning attack
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KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysian police said
yesterday they had arrested four people,
among them three foreigners, with links
to an Islamic State cell based out of the
southern Philippines. Muslim-majority
Malaysia has been on high alert since an
attack last January by Islamic State-linked
militants in Jakarta, the capital of neigh-
bouring Indonesia.

The cell, operating out of the province
of Mindanao, was led by a former univer-
sity lecturer, Mahmud Ahmad, who is
known to be a Malaysian member of
Islamic State, Malaysian Inspector-
General of Police Khalid Abu Bakar said in
a statement. The cell had planned to use
the east Malaysian state of Sabah as a
transit point for South Asian and
Southeast Asian militant recruits looking
to join Islamic State in the Philippines,
Khalid said.

He said one of the arrested suspects, a
Philippine man, had been instructed to
recruit new followers from Bangladesh,
Malaysia and Indonesia, as well as
Rohingya Muslims from Myanmar, and
arrange for their travel to Mindanao. The

suspect, a watch-seller, was arrested in
Sabah along with a Malaysian woman
who was planning to marry and travel
with him to the Philippines, Khalid said.

Police also arrested two Bangladeshi
men in the Malaysian capital,  Kuala
Lumpur, who had allegedly been recruit-
ed by the Philippine suspect. “The two
are suspected of having links with Daesh
groups in Bangladesh,” Khalid said, using
another name for Islamic State. Khalid
said Mahmud’s cell had joined up with
the Philippine militant group, Abu Sayyaf,
and pledged its allegiance to the group’s
leader and the country’s most-wanted
man, Isnilon Hapilon.

Last June, militants who claimed to be
fighting for Islamic State said in a video
they had chosen Isnilon to lead the group’s
Southeast Asian faction. The video, posted
on social media, marked Islamic State’s
acceptance of allegiance by Southeast
Asian supporters and called for them to
launch attacks in the region. Malaysia has
arrested more than 250 people between
2013 and 2016 over militant activities
linked to Islamic State. —Agencies 

SYDNEY: Thousands of people attend-
ed a vigil yesterday in memory of the
five victims mown down by a car at
Melbourne’s busiest mall last week as
police charged the suspected driver
with murder. The 26-year-old man,
charged with five counts of murder, sus-
tained gunshot wounds when police
arrested him after the incident on Friday.

Mourners gathered at Melbourne’s
Federation Square for a minute’s silence
to remember those killed in the
tragedy. Henry Dow, who witnessed the
carnage, made a stirring speech, recall-
ing a taxi driver who went to the aid of

those struck by the vehicle. “Many
images and sounds will stay with me
much longer than I might like, but I’m
glad I’ve seen, and hope I never forget
just how brave and loving strangers can
be. I love this city,” Dow said.

Other witnesses had earlier
described “bodies flying through the
air” as the vehicle sped through the
shopping strip, leaving a trail of injured
and a pram upturned on the sidewalk.
A man in his 30s, a man and woman
both in their 20s, a ten-year-old girl,
along with the baby thrown from the
pram were all killed. Fifteen people

remain in hospital, with two still in a
critical condition.

“It’s been a tragic time... but the
people of Melbourne have pulled
together and the spirit of the city was
very evident there just as it was on the
day of that shocking attack,” Prime
Minister Malcolm Turnbull said on
Australian radio. The accused killer -
who had been pursued by police earli-
er on Friday for allegedly stabbing his
brother-has a history of family vio-
lence, mental illness and drug abuse.

He failed to appear in court on
Monday because he was unwell, his

lawyer told Fairfax media. A police
statement said he was remanded to
appear in court in August. Footage cir-
culating on social media showed the
man half-hanging out of the side of
the vehicle and driving erratically at
one of Melbourne’s busiest intersec-
tions moments before the tragedy. “A
very, very large percentage of the cas-
es police deal with, on the streets,
involve people who have that combi-
nation of mental illness exacerbated -
made worse - by drugs and alcohol,”
Turnbull said, adding “this is a big and
growing problem”.

Victoria state premier Daniel
Andrews announced a review of the
state’s bail system, after police said the
suspect had been bailed on unspecified
but serious charges just days before the
rampage. “Each of the families and
those victims are owed nothing less
than the hard work required and our
singular focus to make the (bail) change
necessary to make Victoria safer,”
Andrews told reporters. Additional
magistrates will be made available after
hours to determine bail conditions,
rather than the lesser qualified bail jus-
tices often used today, he said. — AFP

Melbourne vigil for shopping mall dead as suspect charged

MANILA: Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte
delivered a speech without sex jokes and
expletives yesterday, telling a gathering of Miss
Universe contestants that he was told to be
careful with his language. Duterte told pageant
contestants at the Malacanang presidential
palace he had never been in a “roomful of
beautiful women,” adding “I hope that this day
will never end.”

Eighty-six women will  vie for the Miss
Universe crown on Jan 30 in Manila. The presi-
dent known for his expletives-laden impromptu
speeches said he read prepared remarks for the
beauty pageant contestants “because they told
me that I must behave in my language, in the
adjectives that I would be using to characterize
or define your beauty, all of you.”

Duterte, 71, has been criticized for a number
of his remarks on women, including a comment

in November about the length of Vice President
Leni Robredo’s skirt in a Cabinet meeting and a
rape joke about an Australian murder victim dur-
ing the presidential campaign last year. His
speech departed from routine also by not men-
tioning his deadly crackdown on illegal drugs.
Duterte instead heaped praise on the Miss
Universe aspirants and later smiled as they had
several pictures taken with him.

“I must say that God is really good,” he said.
“Aside from the worries of governance, with all
the troubles in the world, when we look at you,
we forget the universe but only you.” He thanked
Miss Universe officials for allowing the
Philippines to host the international pageant,
which he said has brought enormous pride and
joy for countries of winning candidates, includ-
ing the Philippines, where three winners have
come from. “More than presenting beauty and

brains, the Miss Universe competition or any
beauty contestant for that matter is an opportu-
nity for you to represent your country, to pro-
mote your advocacies, and to advance women
empowerment to a greater audience,” Duterte
said. Left-wing activists, however, said the pag-
eant couldn’t be used to gloss over exploitation
of women. “Despite the pomp and supposed cel-
ebration of women power surrounding the 65th
Miss Universe pageant, women here and abroad
remain in their unglamorous and exploited
state,” the left-wing Rep. 

Emmi De Jesus said of the Gabriela party-list
group. “In the Philippines, 22 women and chil-
dren are raped every day. Women workers
remain concentrated in low-paying, contractual
jobs. And mothers face rising budget pressure
amid looming price hikes in basic commodities,
power and water,” she said. —AP 

MANILA: Miss Universe contestants walk past Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte during a courtesy call at Malacanang Palace. — AFP
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TOKYO: A government panel studying a possi-
ble abdication of Japanese Emperor Akihito
released an interim report yesterday in favor of
enacting special legislation that would apply to
him but not to future monarchs. The panel is
looking at how to accommodate Akihito’s appar-
ent abdication wish, which he expressed last
August when he cited concerns that his age and
health may start limiting his ability to fulfill his
duties. Akihito turned 83 last month.

The report paves the way for a parliamentary
discussion. The panel’s final report is expected in
the spring, while the government is reportedly
eyeing an abdication bill adopted in several

months. The six-member panel, after interviewing
constitutional and monarchy experts, compiled
the report suggesting that an abdication under a
one-time law would provide flexibility in adapt-
ing to each emperor and social environment in
the future, while setting a permanent system cov-
ering all future emperors would be difficult.

Some experts have said the Imperial House
Law, the supreme law overseeing Japan’s monar-
chy, needs to be revised. The report provided
pluses and minuses on all options, urging fur-
ther discussion among lawmakers and the pub-
lic. It said the emperor’s title, role and other
details of his post-abdication life would be

addressed later. The panel deliberately avoided
spelling out a conclusion because “we wanted
the people to think and discuss what would be
best to relieve concerns of the Emperor,” panel
chief Takashi Imai, honorary chairman of a pow-
erful Japanese business lobby Keidanren, told
reporters after handing the report to Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe.

‘Long history’ 
An abdication of the emperor is “an extremely

important issue involving the foundation of our
country, its long history and the future and
needs to be discussed thoroughly,” Abe said. If
legislation is enacted, Emperor Akihito would be
the first to abdicate since Emperor Kokaku 200
years ago. Media reports have said officials were
eying an abdication at the end of 2018, when
Akihito turns 85 after and his reign marks the
30th year.

The current law, established in 1947, is largely
inherited from a 19th century constitution that
banned abdication as a risk to stability. But the
experts say there is no such risk as far as Akihito’s
abdication is concerned, the risks can be elimi-
nated with additional legal procedures in the
future. Throughout much of its history, Japan’s
monarchy served more of a ceremonial and reli-
gious function than a governing one. But late
19th century modernizers elevated the throne to
use as a rallying point for the nation.

Akihito’s father was worshipped as a living
god during Japan’s wartime aggression in Asia
before renouncing his divinity and become
redefined as a symbolic figure under the post-
war constitution. Akihito devoted himself to
being a symbolic figure, while trying to soothe
the wounds from his father’s era.

Many Japanese ultra-conservatives want
greater status for the emperor and oppose abdi-
cation as a potential risk to a stable monarchy.
The government panel in its report avoids some
of the most heated issues, such as whether
females should be allowed in the current male-
only succession and concerns about a shortage
of successors to the Chrysanthemum throne. 

Akihito has two sons but only one of his
four grandchildren is male. Some experts say
Akihito’s possible abdication is a wakeup call
to the larger issues of aging and a shortage of
successors in Japan’s 2,000-year-old monar-
chy -  issues that reflect overal l  concerns
about the country’s aging society and declin-
ing population. — AP

JAKARTA: Indonesian police yesterday
questioned a hardline Muslim cleric over a
hate speech complaint by a civil group fol-
lowing a lecture in which he said new ban-
knotes carried the communist hammer-
and-sickle symbol. Communism remains a
highly sensitive issue in Indonesia after
bloody anti-communist purges in the
country in 1965 and symbols and some lit-
erature remain outlawed.

Habib Rizieq,  head of the Islamic
Defenders Front (FPI), is being investigat-
ed over two separate complaints,  as
authorities take a tougher stance against
fundamentalist groups in the world’s
largest Muslim-majority nation. Rizieq
made the comments about the banknotes
in a videotaped lecture last month.

“This is already a formal investigation,”
said Jakar ta police spokesman Argo
Yuwono. “We are looking looking further
into his comments on whether the money
has the hammer-and-sickle symbol.” The
central bank has denied the new ban-
knotes carry any communist symbols.
“What’s being seen by some people as a
hammer and sickle symbol is actually the
Bank Indonesia logo...and it is part of the
security elements in the notes to prevent
counterfeiting,” Bank Indonesia said in a
statement this month.

Last week, Rizieq was questioned by
police over claims that he made defama-
tor y comments in 2014 about one of
Indonesia’s founding fathers, Sukarno, and
had questioned the legitimacy of the state
ideology, Pancasila. 

If found guilty, he could face up to four
years in prison. The cleric has denied
wrongdoing in both cases. Rizieq’s sup-
porters condemned the investigation of
the complaints as indicating the “criminal-
ization” of their leader.

“ This is systematic tyranny against
Habib Rizieq, which destroys the pillars of
justice,” said the FPI’s Jakarta chief, Novel
Bamukmin. “It’s a form of criminalizing the
clerics.” Rizieq and the FPI were key drivers
behind recent rallies against the Christian
governor of Jakarta, whom they accused
of insulting the Muslim holy book, the
Quran. The ral l ies were the biggest
Indonesia has seen in nearly 20 years.

Jakar ta governor Basuki Tjahaja
Purnama is in on trial for blasphemy, but
remains one of the frontrunners in next
month’s governor election. Purnama has
denied blasphemy. There are concerns he
has been unfairly targeted and that the
government has not done enough to pro-
tect the rights of religious and ethnic
minorities. — Reuters 
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TOKYO: In this Friday, Jan 20, 2017 file photo, Japan’s Emperor Akihito reads a statement to
formally open the ordinary Diet session at the upper house of parliament. — AFP 

BEIJING: The new US administration must
fully understand the importance of the
“one China” policy and appreciate that the
issue of Taiwan is highly sensitive for the
Beijing government, China said yesterday.
US President Donald Trump, who was inau-
gurated on Friday, said in December the
United States did not necessarily have to
stick to its long-standing position that
Taiwan is part of “one China”.

Earlier, Trump broke with decades of
precedent by taking a telephone call from
Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen. According
to Beijing’s one China principle, Taiwan and
mainland China are inalienable parts of a
single “China”.  Beijing views Taiwan as a
wayward province, to be brought under its
control by force if necessary. However,
proudly democratic Taiwan shows not
interest in being ruled by Beijing.

“We urge the new administration to fully
understand the high sensitivity of the
Taiwan issue and to continue pursuing the
one China policy,” Chinese foreign ministry
spokeswoman Hua Chunying told a regular

briefing in Beijing. Hua called the policy the
“political foundation” of future relations
between the United States and China. She
said any US government had the obligation
to stand by the promises made by both
main US political parties and “strictly” main-
tain non-diplomatic relations with Taiwan.

Hua also reiterated China’s position on
the South China Sea, saying the United
States should not meddle in issues of
China’s sovereign territory. Both “history
and reality” prove good relations between
China and the United States were positive
for the Asia-Pacific region, she said. China
claims most of the energy-rich South China
Sea through which about $5 trillion in ship-
borne trade passes every year.  Neighbors
Brunei, Malaysia, Taiwan and Vietnam also
have claims. US Secretary of State nominee
Rex Tillerson has previously suggested that
China would not be allowed access to
islands in the region, prompting Chinese
state media to say the United States would
need to “wage war” to cut off China’s
access. — Reuters 

China urges Trump to grasp

importance of ‘one China’

TAIPAI: Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen (R) speaks in front of a “Year of the Rooster”
decoration as Defence Minister Kent Feng (L) looks on while attending a lunch at the
Defence Ministry. — AFP 
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MPs are preparing for an overhaul of the citizenship
law that would bar the government from revoking citi-
zenships without a final court ruling.

In another development, Ghanem said yesterday he
had received a letter from Information and Youth
Minister Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud Al-Sabah asking for
clarification over a number of points included in a
grilling filed by MPs Waleed Al-Tabtabaei, Al-Humaidi
Al-Subaei and Abdulwahab Al-Babtain. 

The three lawmakers filed to grill the minister for fail-
ing to lift international sanctions on Kuwaiti sports and
allegations of financial and administrative violations.
The grilling is scheduled to be debated in the Assembly
on Jan 31 and it could end in a no-confidence motion,

which if passed, will mean an automatic dismissal of the
minister.  Ghanem gave no details about the contents of
the clarifications sought but parliamentary sources
explained that the minister cast constitutional doubts
over certain points in the grilling. He also demanded to
know names of some assistant undersecretaries that
were allegedly involved in violations. 

Meanwhile, the constitutional court yesterday
delayed its ruling on election petitions in the first, sec-
ond and third constituencies until  Feb 13 amid
demands by defense lawyers for scrapping the National
Assembly and calling for fresh elections. One lawyer
said the results of the election as listed by the election
authorities contained several “scandals”, adding there
were 880 votes in a booth where only 500 voters are
allowed to vote.

MP says Amir promises to resolve...

Continued from Page 1

Yesterday, Trump was hosting separate meetings
with business leaders, unions and members of both
houses of Congress. He also met the speaker of the
House of Representatives, Paul Ryan. Tax reform was
likely to be high on the agenda. “What we’re doing is we
are going to be cutting taxes massively for both the
middle class and for companies, and that’s massively,”
he said. “A bigger thing, and that surprised me, is the
fact that we’re going to be cutting regulation massively.”

Reform of Obama’s healthcare laws is also likely to be
on the menu. Trump has publicly promised that none of
the tens of millions of Americans who obtained health
insurance under Obama will lose it. That makes any
meaningful changes difficult to pay for. But the more

urgent task for Trump may be to keep always skeptical
establishment Republicans on board the “Trump train”.

Trump’s approval rating is around 40 percent, accord-
ing to the RealClearPolitics average, low for a president
just starting out. That could make legislators think twice
about toeing the line with an unpopular leader. But
Trump’s bareknuckle style has also kept dissent in
check, with some terrified they will become the object
of a presidential tweet that sets off a world of political
pain. Senator Ben Sasse was among the few who had
mild criticism for Trump’s decision on the trans-Pacific
trade deal. “It’s clear that those of us who believe trade
is good for American families have done a terrible job
defending trade’s historic successes and celebrating its
future potential,” he said. “We have to make the argu-
ments and we have to start now.” — AFP 

Trump pulls US out of Pacific trade deal

Continued from Page 1

will happen in the world that will require a careful
response, a careful policy, and Trump will react emotional-
ly. That is always going to be the worry. But that’s his atti-
tude. That’s who he is. Those who like Trump like that
aspect of his personality,” he said.

Some Arab commentators see a political resemblance
between Trump and Reagan, who also campaigned on the
slogan of making America great again. Reagan was also a
strong backer of the military, although in the Middle East
his 1981-89 presidency was marked by extended crises
involving Iran, Lebanon and Libya. While few in the Gulf
expect Trump to repudiate the Iran nuclear deal despite his
threats to do so, most want Tehran pressured to roll back
what Gulf Arabs see as subversion in fellow Arab states by
a revolutionary theocracy. “I think he is going to be very,
very tough on Iran. He will be decisive,” said a Gulf Arab
businessman, noting he expected the deal-maker Trump
would demand something in return.

Moments after his speech, the White House website
said the Trump administration would make defeating
“radical Islamic terror groups” its top foreign policy goal
and would develop a “state of the art” missile defense sys-
tem to protect against attacks from Iran and North Korea.
That will be the job in particular of Secretary of Defense
James Mattis, Secretary of State nominee Rex Tillerson,
and CIA chief nominee Mike Pompeo, all well known to
Saudi officials.

In particular Mattis, a retired Marine general known for
distrust of Iran, is a familiar figure to Gulf Arab rulers. A for-
mer leader of Central Command, which oversees US mili-
tary operations in the Middle East and South Asia, Mattis
said in Senate confirmation hearings this month that Iran
was “the biggest destabilizing force in the Middle East and
its policies are contrary to our interests”. Such views play

well with Gulf Arabs. “We hope Trump can correct
(Obama’s) policy, and while we are not sure of that yet, his
choices to run the administration all sound experienced,”
said Rashed.

On Syria, Yemen, Iraq and Bahrain, arenas for a tussle for
influence between Riyadh and Tehran, Obama’s preference
for dialogue appeared weak to some Gulf Arabs. Trump’s
own vision of “peace through strength” may change that
perception of a passive Washington, and encourage Gulf
Arabs to press on with a military build-up that relies heavi-
ly on US and European defense companies. Any number of
issues could yet disturb ties - Jerusalem, oil policy, per-
ceived anti-Muslim prejudice, and a US law allowing law-
suits against Riyadh over the Sept 11 attacks.

One of the most explosive appears to be Trump’s vow to
move the US Embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, which
would upend decades of US policy, and his appointment
as ambassador a lawyer who raised money for a major
Jewish settlement. Israel and the Palestinians, who are
seeking a state of their own, both claim Jerusalem as their
capital.  “It would create a lot of chaos, a new intifada
maybe,” a Gulf source with knowledge of official thinking
said, adding Trump would think long and hard about a
move that would be “a huge burden on the peace process”.

Another issue is Trump’s policy of seeking to destroy
Islamic State. Gulf Arab states agree with him on the goal,
but use of polarizing language seen as demonizing
Muslims, and reliance solely on military force, would raise
objections. Such language could also inflame militancy by
hindering the hearts and minds effort needed to counter
the thinking behind the violence. “If he goes back to the
era of Bush, and ‘you are either with us or with the terror-
ists’, this polarized idea, and then also the idea that military
forces can solve it, then I think we will find ourselves in a
very difficult situation, with a war that is going to be
unwinnable,” Yafai said. — Reuters

Glad to see Obama go, Gulf expects Trump...

Continued from Page 1

But other properties are in areas that have seen vio-
lence, like Trump Towers Istanbul, the Turkish city hit hard
by a string of bomb and gun attacks carried out by the
Islamic State group. Flags and banners around the site
bear the president’s name, while private security guards
man X-ray machines and metal detectors at its entrances,
a standard practice in the city.

In Bali, where bombs planted by the Islamic extremist
group Jemaah Islamiyah targeting bar-goers killed 202
people in 2002, Trump’s organization has licensed the
president’s name to a planned luxury resort. Bali police
spokesman Hengky Widjaja said no one had requested
extra security for the property and authorities had no
plans to increase their presence there.

A Trump-named residential tower is under construc-
tion in the Indian city of Mumbai, which was hit by a
2008 terror attack blamed on the Pakistani militant group
Lashkar-e-Taiba that killed 166 people. Mumbai police
spokesman Ashok Dudhe said he had no knowledge of
any additional security around the tower.

Another tower is being built in Manila in the
Philippines, a nation where Abu Sayyaf militants conduct
frequent kidnappings for ransom and where President
Rodrigo Duterte wages a brutal crackdown on drug deal-

ers that has killed thousands. Philippine police say they
haven’t monitored any specific threat toward Trump
properties, though the tower rising in Manila sits in an
area under an intensified security watch after Duterte
declared a “state of lawlessness” following a September
bombing.

Even Trump’s soon-to-open golf course in Dubai in the
United Arab Emirates could be a target, despite the fact
the Gulf Arab nation has largely escaped the violence
gripping its Mideast neighbors. In the UAE’s capital of
Abu Dhabi, an American school teacher was stabbed to
death in a mall bathroom by an extremist in Dec 2014.
Authorities also have imprisoned others over disrupted
terror plots in the country, which hosts some 5,000 mem-
bers of the US military. Dubai police have declined to dis-
cuss safety on the golf course while the developer says it
plans no additional security there. The US Embassy in
Abu Dhabi did not respond to questions about the golf
course, which Trump’s children are expected to soon visit.

All of the Trump properties should be looked at by
outside security consultants, said Christopher A Hagon, a
managing partner of The Incident Management Group
and a former London police officer with experience in
diplomatic security. However, he acknowledged such
commercial properties can’t be surrounded by concrete
blast walls and controlled like a US Embassy. — AP

Trump properties face global terror risk 
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The rebels’ announcement came as Russia’s defense
ministry said its warplanes had bombed the Islamic State
group in the area around Deir Ezzor in eastern Syria, where
regime forces have been fighting the militants. A member
of the rebel delegation told AFP that the group would
agree to seeing Russia as a guarantor of the truce but not
Iran, another Assad backer. The negotiations in the Kazakh
capital come amid a rapprochement between regime ally
Russia and rebel backer Turkey, who together brokered the
current truce in December after months of US disengage-
ment in the conflict. 

Several rounds of failed talks in Geneva saw political
opposition figures take the lead in negotiating with the
regime. But in Astana, the 14-member opposition delega-
tion is composed solely of rebels leading the armed upris-
ing, with members of the political opposition serving as
advisors. The initiative has been widely welcomed, but the
two sides arrived in Astana with apparently divergent ideas
on their aim. 

Chief rebel negotiator Mohammad Alloush said in his
opening statement that the opposition was focused on
bolstering the nationwide truce, while Assad has insisted
rebels lay down their arms in exchange for an amnesty

deal. “We came here to reinforce the ceasefire as the first
phase of this process,” Alloush said in comments broadcast
online. “We will not proceed to the next phases until this
actually happens on the ground.”

Damascus has also called for a “comprehensive” political
solution to a conflict that has killed more than 310,000 and
displaced more than half of Syria’s population. The head of
the regime delegation, Syria’s UN ambassador Bashar Al-
Jaafari, said in his opening comments carried by the coun-
try’s SANA state news agency that he hoped the talks “will
reinforce the cessation of hostilities”. He added the govern-
ment was keen to separate the rebels from the Islamic State
group and former Al-Qaeda affiliate Fateh al-Sham Front.

Delegation spokesman Abu Zeid said the rebels were
concerned with “more than just a ceasefire”. “The issue is
putting monitoring, investigation and accountability
mechanisms in place,” he told AFP. “We want these mecha-
nisms so that this doesn’t play out over and over.”
Southern Front spokesman Issam Al-Rayyes, whose fac-
tion is represented in the rebel delegation, dismissed the
possibility of a political solution to the conflict without the
truce being observed. “There’s no way to implement a
political solution or go for a transitional period without
implementing a ceasefire,” he told reporters. “This is the
reason we are here.” — AFP 

Syria talks off to rocky start 



It seemed unthinkable just a few days
ago, but Roger Federer’s chances of
winning an age-defying 18th Grand

Slam title are looking better all the time
after an astonishing turn of events at the
Australian Open. As top-ranked Andy
Murray followed defending champion
Novak Djokovic to the exit, 35-year-old
Federer gritted his teeth to reach the
quarter-finals -  and was promptly
installed as the surprise bookies’ favorite.

There was no doubt what it meant to
Federer, who leapt around the court in
celebration as he completed a hard-
fought, 6-7 (4/7), 6-4, 6-1, 4-6, 6-3 win
over Japan’s Kei  Nishikori  late on
Sunday. “This is a huge moment for me
in my career,” said the grinning Swiss,
who could write a new chapter follow-
ing his return from six months out with
a knee injury.

Federer hasn’t won a Grand Slam title
in five years, and he could also become
the oldest player since 37-year-old Ken
Rosewall  in 1972 to win one of the
sport’s major trophies. Playing with his
old panache, he remains a huge favorite
of the Australian crowds who have seen
him victorious on four occasions at
Melbourne Park. However, it is still early
to talk of a record-extending 18th major
title for Federer, with much tennis to be
played over the next week starting with
his quarter-final against Mischa Zverev.

Victory today would put him into a
semi-final against his fellow Swiss, the
redoubtable Stan Wawrinka, or France’s
Jo-Wilfried Tsonga. On the other side of
the draw lurk third seed Milos Raonic
and Grigor ‘Baby Fed’ Dimitrov - and
Federer’s old nemesis, Rafael Nadal.

Rocket’s man 
Australian legend Rod ‘Rocket’ Laver,

whose name adorns the Melbourne cen-
ter court, was one observer hoping for a
ninth Grand Slam final between the
long-time rivals. “Yeah, it would be nice
to see (Federer and Nadal) in the final,”
he said, according to the Sydney
Morning Herald. “They’ve been battling
each other for probably the last 11 years
and now they ’re here with a good
chance to go through. But again, any of
these younger players coming through
can be troublesome.”

Laver, who called Federer his “favorite”
modern-day player, added: “It is amazing
to think that Roger Federer is playing as
well as he is at this moment. He had a
knee operation which took him back,
he’s been out of the game for six
months. He’s been working awfully hard
and I think that’s probably been the best
thing; he probably never had this much
time to prepare for specific people. I
have not seen him play a backhand this
good, as consistently as it has been the

last three or four days.” After failing to
catch fire against Jurgen Melzer and
Noah Rubin, Federer has evoked memo-
ries of his glory days in his last two
matches, especially his 90-minute
beating of Tomas Berdych.
Meanwhile the newly knighted
Murray, who had climbed to
the top of the pecking order
after a brilliant 2016, was left
to ponder his defeat to serve-
volleyer Zverev on the long
flight home.

“Early knight”, and “Night
Knight, Andy”, headlined the
Aussie media, as the five-time
losing finalist picked over his
earliest Melbourne departure in
eight years. “I was full of confi-
dence coming into the begin-
ning of this year. 

I prepared as best as I could,”
Murray said. “But maybe have
to have a look back and assess
some things and see maybe if
there’s some stuff I could have done
differently, or did my opponent just
play a great match?” Women’s defending
champion Angelique Kerber was
upset by Coco Vandeweghe late on
Sunday, making it the first Grand Slam
since the 2004 French Open that both
top seeds have departed before the
quarter-finals. — AFP
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Focus

6 yrs on, activists 

worry uprising 

‘gone to waste’

Six years after Hosni Mubarak was forced from
power, the activists behind Egypt’s 2011
uprising are facing a new crackdown and

struggling to see much reason for hope. Rights
groups accuse President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi of
cracking down on freedoms won during the revolt,
with many activists now facing prison, asset freezes
and travel bans. Critics of the former army chief -
who was elected after he toppled Islamist presi-
dent Mohamed Morsi in 2013 - say Sisi does not
tolerate any dissent.

“The situation is miserable,” said Esraa Abdel
Fattah, a 38-year-old activist now banned from
travel, as she passed by Cairo’s Tahrir Square, the
epicenter of the Jan 2011 uprising. Hundreds of
thousands of Egyptians protested in the square for
18 days, setting up tents and makeshift hospitals,
and demanding an end to Mubarak’s 30-year rule.
“I’m sad for the blood that has gone to waste,”
Abdel Fattah said, remembering the hundreds
killed in the streets as security forces tried to sup-
press the protests.

Ahmad, a 32-year-old pharmacist who only gave
his first name, also took part in the 2011 demon-
strations. “Before, I was ready to die for this country,
now I just want to leave,” he said. “I have transi-
tioned from struggling for democracy and human
rights to fighting a daily battle to provide for my
family’s basic needs,” Ahmad said. “It’s a daily strug-
gle for survival,” he said.

‘Latent anger’ 
Egyptians have faced shortages of basic goods

such as medicine and sugar in past months, with
prices soaring after the government floated the
currency and slashed fuel subsidies in November.
Those measures were part of economic reforms to
meet conditions for a $12 billion loan from the
International Monetary Fund, which was approved
later the same month. “There is latent anger”
because of the economic situation, political scien-
tist Mai Mogib said. “But despite this, nobody wants
another revolution. Egyptians are exhausted after a
revolt that didn’t produce the results they were
hoping for,” she said.

In the months after the ouster of Morsi, Egypt’s
first democratically elected civilian president, hun-
dreds of his Islamist supporters were killed and
thousands more jailed. The crackdown then
expanded to leftist and secular activists, with
scores in jail on accusation of participating in unau-
thorized street protests. Egypt has also been inves-
tigating civil society groups on suspicion of receiv-
ing illegal foreign funding in a controversial probe
criticized by the United Nations.

This month, a court ordered a freeze on the
assets of Nazra for Feminist Studies and its founder
Mozn Hassan, as well as of Mohamed Zaree and his
Arab Penal Reform Organization. It came after the
assets of five other human rights defenders and
three non-governmental organizations were frozen
in September over similar accusations.

‘Back to square one’ 
“The revolution is back to square one,” said

Hassan, who was also issued a travel ban a few
months ago. “We have to defend ourselves in court
against accusations (of crimes) we didn’t commit,”
the 37-year-old said. Amnesty International and
Human Rights Watch have described the travel
bans as “part of a larger campaign to suppress
independent, critical voices inside the country”. The
secular April 6 movement, one of the groups that
called for the Jan 25 protests in 2011 and helped
ignite the uprising, has been banned by the
authorities.

Ahmed Maher, 36, one of its founders and a
leading figure in the 2011 revolt, was released earli-
er this month after spending three years in prison
on accusations he organized an unauthorized
protest. But for the next three years, he must spend
12 hours each night at a police station near his
home. “I’m a half-prisoner,” Maher said. Journalist
Ahmad Gamal Ziada, a photojournalist who spent
two years in jail after his arrest at a protest he was
covering, is just as disillusioned. “We’re exhausted,”
he said. — AFP 

Early knight puts Federer in dreamland

First days of Trump signal deepening divide 

In the blocks surrounding the White House, signs read-
ing “Love Trumps Hate” and “Build Bridges Not Walls”
littered the sidewalks on Sunday, the detritus of the

Women’s March protesting the policies of President
Donald Trump. Both Trump’s supporters and women and
men who took part in the massive march against him in
Washington on Saturday contemplated the vestiges of
protest and ruminated about the convulsive first 48
hours under the Republican president.

For Mary Forster, who joined her first political
demonstration on Saturday, the weekend only
reinforced her worries that the country was
splitting further apart after a bitter election.
“I feel like we’re getting driven farther apart,”
said Forster, a 42-year-old environmental
regulation specialist from Ithaca, New York.
“There really is no middle any more. We
seem to be losing the middle ground.”

She has voted both Democratic
and Republican in the past but was
motivated to march by concerns
over the comments and policies of
b u s i n e s s m a n - t u r n e d - p o l i t i c i a n
Trump, many of which are seen by
the left as harmful to women and
minorities. Like Forster, millions of
women, buttressed by male family mem-
bers and fr iends,  joined marches
throughout US cities in a much larger-
than-expected challenge to Trump. “There
used to be more things that unified us and
now I feel like we are more divided than we used
to be,” Forster said.

It is a view widely held by Americans. A Pew Research
Center poll released on Thursday showed that 86 percent
of Americans believed the country was more politically
divided than it had been in the past, sharply higher than
the 46 percent who held that view eight years ago, just
before former President Barack Obama’s inauguration.
Democrats and Republicans concurred in their view of
the division, a marked change from 2009 when more
than half of Republicans thought the country was
becoming more divided, compared to about four in ten
Democrats.

For many observers, the split is likely to be exacerbat-
ed by Trump, who stunned both parties with his Nov 8
victory and has made his mark in world politics with
blunt, often offensive speech. “Watched protests yester-
day but was under the impression that we just had an

election! Why didn’t these people vote?” Trump said on
Twitter on Sunday morning. He added a conciliatory note:
“Even if I don’t always agree, I recognize the rights of peo-
ple to express their views.” Most of the dozens of march

participants interviewed
by Reuters said
they had vot-

ed for his

D e m o c r a t i c
rival, former US

Secretar y of
State Hil lar y

Clinton. The largest
marches were in states

that had voted for
Clinton, l ike California,
New York ,  I l l inois,

Massachusetts and the
District  of

C o l u m b i a .
Trump’s inau-

gural  speech
on Friday
offered little in
the way of uni-

fying messages. He appealed directly to his supporters,
painting a bleak picture of “American carnage” - a country
filled with rusted factories and plagued by crime and
vowed, “from this day forward it ’s going to be only
America First”. The grim vision of America the 70-year-old
president often evokes is belied by statistics showing low
levels of unemployment and crime nationally. But Trump
won many votes in parts of the nation where manufactur-
ing industry has been badly hit and people feel left
behind in the recovery.

‘Congress Makes it Worse’
Republican domination in Washington suggests

partisan divisions will only grow deeper, at least over
the next two years until the next congressional elec-

tions. “There is no question that Trump has exacerbated
the divisions that already existed in the United States, on
important issues from national security to civil rights to
climate change,” said Wendy Schiller, a professor of politi-
cal science at Brown University. “Dividing the country is a
recipe for winning elections but it is not a recipe for suc-
cessful government.”

With Republicans controll ing both chambers of
Congress they will have little to no need to reach across
the aisle. Democrats also may prefer to simply rail against
Republican proposals rather than compromise, to better
rile up their base supporters for the mid-term elections,
political observers said. “The ideology of congressmen in
the Democratic party is to the left of rank-and-file
Democrats and the same is true on the Republican side,
they are to the right,” said Jeffrey Berry, a professor of
political science at Tufts University outside Boston.
“Congress makes it worse. It is not a moderating force.”

Trump supporters questioned the rationale of launch-
ing such large protests on his first full day in office, before
he had much time to take policy actions. “They are not
giving him any time. They are just presuming that he is
going to do a bad job,” said Kimberley Morgan, a 54-year-
old laid-off teacher from Alabama. Morgan had support-
ed Ben Carson in the Republican primaries but voted for
Trump after the retired neurosurgeon dropped out.

She resolved to wear her Trump baseball cap as she
rode the subway into downtown Washington on Sunday
morning with her family, a gesture she had decided
against on Saturday due to the march. “People presume
all these things about you because you voted for Trump.
People presume that you are racist. We are not racist,” said
Morgan. “It ’s hard to listen to people when they are
screaming at you.” — Reuters 



MADRID: Sevilla coach Jorge Sampaoli has taken less than seven months to
make his mark at the Spanish team after steering them to a
club-record 42 la Liga points at the halfway stage of the
season. Sampaoli’s side came from behind to win 4-3 at
Osasuna on Sunday, beating their 39-point haul from
19 league games in the 2014-15 campaign under for-
mer coach Unai Emery. Emery, now in charge of Paris St
Germain, led Sevilla to 76 points that season, the most
in the 126 year-history of the Andalusian club and
Sampaoli now has that total in his sights. “It’s going to be
difficult but we will try to do it,” Sampaoli told reporters.
Sevilla’s lone La Liga title came in 1945-46 and they
have been runners-up four times, the last 60 years
ago. They have, however, captured nine trophies
since 2000, including a record five Europa League
titles and three in a row under Emery. Sampaoli,
who guided Chile to Copa America glory in 2015,
beating a Lionel Messi-led Argentina in the final, is
in his first coaching job in Europe. —Reuters
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PORT-GENTIL: Angry fans attacked the home of Togo’s Kossi
Agassa and the “scarred” goalkeeper is now a major doubt for the
decisive Africa Cup of Nations clash against DR Congo tomorrow.
The 38-year-old was blamed by Togolese fans for his role in the 3-
1 defeat to Morocco last Friday and some took their fury out by
targeting his home in the capital Lome at the weekend, forcing
police to intervene. “Agassa is very upset and it has had an
impact on the morale of the whole team,” said Togo coach
Claude Le Roy at a press conference ahead of the DR Congo
game in the Gabonese port city of Port-Gentil. “I think it has
scarred him too much psychologically. His mum has so far found
it difficult to talk about it, it was so stressful and a cause of panic
for her. “I really doubt he will be able to play a third match.” Le Roy
added: “The solidarity of the team is such that we will find calmer
waters and not let ourselves be affected by a small minority in
what is a country of peace.” Togo, who have one point from two
matches, have to win the game against DR Congo-a side former-
ly coached by Le Roy-if they are to stand a chance of going
through to the quarter-finals from Group C. — AFP

Togo fans attack keeper

Agassa’s home after Cup loss

BARCELONA: Influential Barcelona midfielder
Sergio Busquets,  who was stretchered off in
Sunday’s 4-0 win at Eibar, looks set to miss at least
the next two games after spraining an ankle.

“Results on Monday confirm that Busquets has a
sprained external lateral ligament in his right
ankle,” the Spanish champions said in a state-
ment, without indicating how long he would be
out for.  Spanish media said he would miss the
next 10-15 days, which would definitely rule him
out of Thursday’s Copa del Rey clash with Real

Sociedad and the game with Real Betis on
Sunday. The Spanish international’s ankle

was trapped under the weight of
Eibar’s Gonzalo Escalante’s studs and

the Argentine was fortunate to
escape without even being shown
a yellow card. — AFP

Injured Busquets  

to miss two games

Sampaoli sets new 

standard at Sevilla

MANCHESTER: Nicola Adams, left, shakes hands with boxing promoter, Frank Warren, during a press announcement in central London, yester-
day. Two-time Olympic women’s boxing champion Nicola Adams has turned professional. The 34-year-old flyweight from Britain has joined pro-
moter Frank Warren and will make her professional debut in Manchester on April 8. — AP

LONDON: Britain’s double Olympic champion
Nicola Adams will make her professional boxing
debut on April 8, becoming just the latest high-
profile women’s fighter to quit the amateur
ranks. The 34-year-old was one of the faces of
the London 2012 Games-when she made history
as the first woman to win Games boxing gold-
but her decision to go pro all but means she will
not pursue a third Games gold at Tokyo 2020,
having retained her title in Rio last year.

“I want to take women’s boxing to the next
level, become a world champion and do great
things,” the bubbly flyweight said yesterday,
announcing she was turning professional.

“It’s going to be quite different: no headgear
for one. I have to create my own team now, but
I’m really excited about doing that.” Adams, a
hugely popular figure in Britain who has won
pretty much every major title open to her as an
amateur, signed a long-term promotional deal
with Frank Warren and will make her profession-
al debut at Manchester Arena against an as-yet-
unnamed opponent.

She is also scheduled for a “homecoming”
fight at Leeds on May 13. Warren, who sat along-
side Adams as the announcement was made at
BT Tower in London, said: “I’ve not been the
greatest advocate of women’s boxing. My head’s
been turned. “I’ve had to eat humble pie, and
thought, ‘Are you a dinosaur?’”

Rob McCracken, performance director of GB
Boxing, said Adams left Britain’s successful
Olympic boxing programme with his blessing.
“Nicola has made a huge contribution to both
the Olympic programme and the sport of box-
ing,” he said.

“She has won everything there is to win and
her place in history is secured as the first woman
to ever win a gold medal for boxing and then
top it by winning a second one in Rio.”

Adams follows fellow London gold medallists
Ireland’s Katie Taylor and Claressa Shields of the
United States in spending the rest of her career
as a purely professional boxer.

Although professionals are now allowed to
compete at the Olympics, Adams has likely end-
ed her hopes of winning a third gold medal
because GB Boxing have made it clear they will
favour fighters who are members of their pro-
gramme.

Adams was the first female fighter to repre-
sent England in 2007 and, after overcoming a
career-threatening back injury, became boxing’s
first Olympic women’s gold medallist when she
defeated China’s Ren Cancan in the flyweight
final at London 2012.

Adams became the first female boxer to
retain an Olympic title when she did so at last
summer’s Rio Games.

Having previously won European and
Commonwealth gold medals, 2016 also saw
Adams complete a clean sweep of major titles
when she won her first world championship by
defeating Thailand’s Peamwilai Laopeam in
Kazakhstan. — AFP

Britain’s history-maker 

Nicola Adams turns pro

KANSAS CITY: Nathan Chen stood on the
top step of the podium and stifled a smile
as US Figure Skating president Samuel
Auxier, preparing to drape a gold medal
around his neck, bowed down before him.

Indeed, all  hail  the new king of
American skating. Chen followed a record-
setting short program with a near-flawless
free skate featuring five quadruple jumps
Sunday to become the youngest men’s US
figure skating champion in more than five
decades.

The 17-year-old Chen, performing to
“The Polovtsian Dances,” became the first
skater in the world to land five clean quads
in competition. The result was a free skate
score of 212.08 - more than the composite
of several rivals - and finished with a 318.47
total that put him well clear of the competi-
tion. “That was an amazing performance.
I’m really happy with what I did,” Chen said. 

“Component-wise, I kind of faltered a lit-
tle bit. That stuff happens when you’re
pushing these secondary elements to the
max. It’s definitely something that I’m look-
ing forward to working on improve for
worlds.” Hard to imagine things getting a
whole lot better.

Chen’s aerial showcase began with a
quad lutz-triple toe combination and never
slowed down, his only bobble coming on a
triple flip-triple toe as his sprightly program
was coming to an end.

By that point, his coach Rafael Arutunian
was already shaking his fists in celebration.

Sixteen-year-old Vincent Zhou missed
on his first quad but was clean the rest of
the way, even if the youngster lacked some
of the polish of his peers. His total of 263.03
earned him the silver medal.

Jason Brown skated a smooth, stylish
routine to move into the bronze medal
position. One of the threats to Chen’s new
throne was unable to compete in Kansas
City. Reigning champion Adam Rippon was
warming up for practice two weeks ago
when he landed on his left foot and heard a
crunch. X-rays and an MRI exam revealed a
sprain and a broken bone, which will keep
him off the ice for up to three months and
effectively end his season.

That also means Rippon will be forced to
play cheerleader during the world champi-

onships, hoping his fellow Americans do
well enough to secure the US three spots at
the Pyeongchang Olympics.

Former champ Max Aaron, the silver
medalist a year ago, took himself out of the
running at nationals with a poor short pro-
gram. He also struggled in the free skate
and wound up ninth.

The crowd favorite, Brown showed how
far he’s come since a stress fracture in his
right fibula with a performance to “The
Scent of Love” that showcased his trade-
mark elegance. He also proved that his
injury is no longer an issue, landing a series
of triples that brought stuffed animals rain-
ing to the ice.

He skated off with a teddy bear just
smaller than a Volvo. “What’s so different is,
every single practice that I’ve done here,
I’ve gained more strength. 

I’ve continued to learn and grow,” Brown
said. “We knew I wasn’t going to be 100
percent.” Chen followed a few minutes later
with a performance that not only stamped
him as one of the favorites heading into the
world championships in March, but per-
haps next year’s Winter Olympics.

Sidelined five months by a hip injury,
Chen landed four quads during a clean
short program to score a US record 106.39
points. But that merely served as an appe-
tizer to his free skate, where he 

added another quad to the four he was
planning to attempt. And he landed them
with such ease that he was hardly breath-
ing heavily by the time he skated to the
center of the ice to soak in a standing ova-
tion. While the performance was stunning,
his spot on the podium was hardly surpris-
ing. Chen has been considered the future
of American skating for years, and his per-
formance at the Grand Prix Final in France
last month appeared to validate it. He
topped Olympic and world champion
Yuzuru Hanyu of Japan in the free skate
and finished the competition second over-
all. He topped his own performance by lit-
eral leaps and bounds on Sunday.

“The US is back on the map, on the
world stage,” Chen said, looking at Zhou
and Brown alongside him on a dais. “With
us three, we’ll push the US back to where
they should be.”— AP

Chen lands five quads to win US 

figure skating title with ease

KANSAS CITY: Nathan Chen waits for his scores alongside his coaches Marina Zoueva
and Rafael Arutyunyan after competing in the Men’s Free Skate program during the
2017 US Figure Skating Championships at the Sprint Center on Sunday in Kansas
City, Missouri. — AFP

LOS ANGELES: Hudson Swafford finally
joined the winner’s circle Sunday, firing a
five-under-par 67 for a one-stroke victory at
the PGA Tour’s CareerBuilder Challenge.

The 29-year-old American birdied three of
his last four holes to claim his maiden USPGA
Tour win in his 93rd Tour start.

“This is a dream come true,” Swafford said.
“I really didn’t get ahead of myself, didn’t real-
ly look at leaderboards, didn’t really know
where I was.”  He compiled a 20-under 268
total to finish one stroke ahead of Canada’s
Adam Hadwin, who closed with a 70, one day
after storming to a 13-under 59 in the third
round at the La Quinta Country Club near
Palm Springs, California.

Bud Cauley and Brian Harman both shot
69s and finished in a tie for third at 18-under
270. Swafford is in his fourth year on the Tour
and had never finished higher than a tie for
eighth. In five previous starts this season his
best finish was a tie for 13th at last week’s
Sony Open. Beginning the day two shots off
the lead, Swafford got off to a rocky start with
a bogey at the par-four No. 1 before stringing
together five straight pars. Swafford then
caught fire with a burst of three straight
birdies to close out his front nine.

On the par-four seventh,  he hit  his
approach to five feet from the hole then easi-
ly made the short birdie putt. After making
birdie on the par-five eighth, he drained a 14-
foot putt for birdie on the par-four ninth. “I
felt like my posture was good all day, and it
just allowed the club to be in a perfect slot,”
Swafford said.

“That’s all we focused on this week. I had
really good rhythm, was standing tall and
was hitting it beautifully. “I didn’t make every
putt I looked at, but I felt like I was hitting
some pretty good putts, and to make three of
the last four, and I felt like I actually made the
one on the last hole, it was pretty special.” 

NICE PERKS 
The win comes with some nice perks, as

Swafford is now qualified for the Masters, the
Players Championship, the Dean and Deluca
Invitational,  the Memorial,  the PGA
Championship and the 2018 SBS Tournament
of Champions. 

Third round leader Hadwin was also in
search of his first PGA Tour win but his two-
under 70 left him just shy of victory. On
Saturday, the 29-year-old from suburban
Vancouver became the first Canadian shoot a
59, leaving him one stroke off the Tour record
58 fired last year by American Jim Furyk at

the Travelers Championship.
He birdied two of his final three holes

Sunday to finish at 19-under 269. Of the nine
players to card a 59 (or better)  on tour,
Hadwin is the fourth who failed to win the
event.  “I can’t help but be slightly disappoint-
ed,” Hadwin said. “I really wanted to come out
here and kind of prove that yesterday was
just kind of a continuation of some good play
and kind of get it done today, but I got beat.”

Dominic Bozzelli, who grabbed the first-
round lead with a 64, finished in fifth place at
271, closing with a 71. Brendan Steele (70)
and Chad Campbell (71) tied for sixth place at
272.  Scott Stalling (66) took eighth at 273,
and Sean O’Hair (69), Richy Werenski (70) and
Scotland’s Martin Laird (69) all came in at 274,
tied for ninth. —AFP

Swafford claims first 

PGA win in 93rd start

LA QUINTA: Hudson Swafford poses with
the trophy after winning the CareerBuilder
Challenge golf tournament at 20-under
parr on the Stadium Course at PGA West,
Sunday, 2017, in La Quinta, Calif. — AP

Belarusian canoeists have 

drugs ban overturned by CAS 

LONDON: The Belarusian men’s canoe and
kayak team was wrongly banned from last
year’s Olympics for drug offences and has
had its suspension from all competition lift-
ed, the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS)
said yesterday.

A CAS Panel ruled that there was “insuf-
ficient evidence” to uphold several alleged
anti-doping offences at a training camp in
April, 2016.

“Accordingly, in the absence of multiple
anti-doping rule violations, the Panel found
that there was no justification to uphold
the imposition of a one-year ban on the
Belarus senior men’s Canoe and Kayak
teams and decided to set aside the deci-

sion taken by the ICF Executive Committee,”
CAS said in a statement.

The Belarus Canoe Association (BCA)
and team members appealed against the
ban, imposed by the International Canoe
Federation in July 2016 after a raid by
French police and customs on their training
camp in Temple-sur-Lot in France when
various substances were confiscated.

The banned drug meldonium was found
in samples of five of 17 athletes who took a
drugs test. Although CAS has ruled in the
athletes’ favour, it has not released the rea-
sons behind the decision which it said
would be published on its website in due
course. — Reuters
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MANILA: WBO welterweight world
champion Manny Pacquiao is willing to
square up with mixed martial arts star
Conor McGregor if his potential super-
fight with Floyd Mayweather fails to
materialise, a spokesman said Sunday.

But the Filipino boxing hero-turned-
senator stressed that any fight with
McGregor would have to be a boxing
bout, not an MMA contest.

“If McGregor will fight me in boxing,
why not? But not in MMA. MMA is much
different than boxing,” a spokesman

quoted Pacquiao as saying a few days
ago. “The fight can be at the 140-pound
weight division. My normal weight when
I’m not on training is just 141 or 142
pounds,” he said.

Both Pacquiao, 38, and McGregor, 28,
have been trying to lure the retired
Mayweather back into the boxing ring.
For Pacquiao, it would be a chance to
avenge his defeat to Mayweather at
their long-awaited showdown in 2015.

Meanwhile Ireland’s McGregor, the
first man to simultaneously hold

Ultimate Fighting Championship titles in
two weight divisions, has floated the
idea of taking on the undefeated
Mayweather, 39.

In late November McGregor was
issued a boxing license in the state of
California in a development that fuelled
speculation about a future showdown
with Mayweather.

Mayweather told ESPN’s First Take
programme that a McGregor bout was
the only thing that could tempt him
back into the ring. 

UFC boss Dana White also added fur-
ther fuel to the fire this month when he
offered to pay each $25 million, along
with a cut of pay-per-view proceeds, to
fight-an offer that Mayweather later bat-
ted down.

Pacquiao has previously parlayed his
sporting fame into a career in politics,
getting elected to the influential
Philippine Senate last year while still
continuing to box professionally.

The Filipino southpaw had briefly
retired from the ring after beating

American Tim Bradley in Las Vegas in
April but soon made a comeback, saying
he still felt like a youngster.

In his last fight in November,
Pacquiao reclaimed the World Boxing
Organization welterweight title for the
third time with a unanimous-decision
victory over former champion Jesse
Vargas in Las Vegas.

Pacquiao has been engaged in ongo-
ing talks with his American promoter
about a possible fight with Australian
Jeff Horn later this year. — AFP

Manny Pacquiao willing to fight McGregor

TORONTO: Toronto Raptors’ DeMar DeRozan (centre) passes between Phoenix Suns’ Tyson Chandler (left) and P.J. Tucker during first half
NBA basketball action in Toronto on Sunday. — AP

ORLANDO: Stephen Curry and Klay
Thompson each hit seven 3-pointers and the
Golden State Warriors won their seventh
straight game, beating the Orlando Magic
118-98 on Sunday. Tied at the half,  the
Warriors woke up from West Coast time in the
second half to pull away. This was the first
Eastern time zone noon tip for them since
1995, when they lost by 34 points in Orlando.
Curry went 7 for 13 on 3s and scored 27
points while Thompson as 7 for 9 from behind
the arc and had 21 points. The Warriors shot
19 of 42 overall from 3-point range while the
Magic went 7 for 28.

SUNS 115, RAPTORS 103
Eric Bledsoe scored a career-high 40 points

and had 13 assists and Phoenix handed
Toronto its third straight loss. Bledsoe was 11
of 17 from the floor, including 4 of 7 from 3-
point range, and Devin Booker added 20
points as the Suns won their second straight
road game following Saturday’s win at New
York. The victory also completed a season
sweep of the Raptors for the first time since
2013-14 and improved Phoenix to 11-6
against Eastern Conference teams this season.
DeMar DeRozan had 22 points for Toronto
and Jonas Valanciunas added 16 points and
12 rebounds for his 17th double-double of
the season. It’s the first time the Raptors have
lost three straight since Nov. 6-10, 2015.

MAVERICKS 122, LAKERS 73
Justin Anderson scored 19 points and Dirk

Nowitzki added 13 to help Dallas give Los
Angeles its worst defeat ever. It was the
Mavericks’ 13th straight win over the Lakers,
who have lost six of their last seven games
this season. The 49-point defeat just edged
Los Angeles’ two previous worst losses at 48
points, most recently 123-75 at Utah on March
28, 2016. The game was close for 10 minutes,
with Dallas leading 23-22 before the
Mavericks scored the next 15 straight to blow
the game open. Nowitzki had seven during
the run. The Mavericks led 67-33 at the half
and never looked back.

TIMBERWOLVES 111, NUGGETS 108
Karl-Anthony Towns had 32 points, 12

rebounds and seven assists and hit the go-
ahead shot with 42.5 seconds to play to lead
Minnesota over Denver. Towns hit 13 of 19
shots and also had four blocks and Andrew
Wiggins scored 24 points in Minnesota’s
fourth straight home win. Shabazz
Muhammad scored 20 points off the bench
and the Wolves rallied from nine points down
midway through the fourth quarter for the
win. Gary Harris scored 22 points and Nikola
Jokic had 18 points and eight rebounds for
the Nuggets on the second night of a back-to-
back. Wilson Chandler and Jamal Murray
added 17 points each for Denver, which
played without Emmanuel Mudiay because of
a sore back.

Kris Dunn had 10 points and nine assists
for the Wolves while starting for Ricky Rubio,
who missed the game to attend his grand-
mother’s funeral.—AP

Sleepy Warriors wake up 

in time to stop Magic

MIAMI: After a disappointing showing on
the first day of the Race of Champions,
Sebastian Vettel bounced back in a big way.
Vettel single-handedly won the Nations
Cup for Germany, winning all eight of his
races while beating United States NASCAR
drivers and brothers Kurt and Kyle Busch in
the final.

“We didn’t get to race against each oth-
er, so we still don’t know who the better

‘Busch’ is,” Kurt Busch said, “but we know
Vettel can whack two Busches in one day.”

Vettel, a four-time Formula 1 world
champion, was knocked out in the group
stage in Saturday’s individual event as Juan
Pablo Montoya won the Champion of
Champions.”The bigger trophy was there
yesterday for grabs, but (I didn’t win), so I
wanted to make sure I didn’t leave empty-
handed,” Vettel said.

There were supposed to be 10 two-dri-
ver teams in the Nations Cup, but Pascal
Wehrlein was unable to compete with
Vettel after getting into a crash Saturday
and being held out as a precautionary on
doctor’s advice, leaving Vettel to handle the

responsibility of driving each race for
Germany. “Maybe it helped after yesterday
to take it a bit more serious,” Vettel said. “I
started off on the wrong foot, so the day
was very short for me. Today, I just wanted
to get some time on the track and it obvi-
ously worked out very well, but it would
have been nicer to share it with Pascal.”

Vettel edged Montoya in the first semifi-
nal race ending Montoya’s run of winning
nine consecutive races over two days.

Kurt and Kyle Busch beat Team USA
IndyCar drivers Alexander Rossi and Ryan
Hunter-Reay in the semifinals. Kurt Busch
slipped by Rossi in the deciding race.

“It was an honor to go out there and
race for the United States along with my lit-
tle brother Kyle,” Kurt Busch said. “ To
advance out of the group as the NASCAR
group, we definitely wanted to do that
ahead of the IndyCar guys and the Rally Car
guys.” It was a unique experience for the
Busch brothers who race for different
teams on the NASCAR circuit.

“I had a super time, a lot of fun, to be
teamed up with Kurt there, but also yester-
day to beat some of these guys from
around the world in all different kinds of
cars was exciting for me,” Kyle Busch said.

Petter Solberg gave the World Team a
win over America in the final race of a 10-
race event to conclude the day. Solberg
was aggressive on the track driving the RX
Supercar Lite to beat Scott Speed.

“Scott Speed came to me and said, ‘I’m
going to beat you,’” Solberg said. “I was
thinking, ‘OK, you can try.’ So I was really
focused and went out proper around the
start. I felt really good and was really hap-
py.” The Polaris Slingshot SLR was involved
in its second crash in as many days when
Gabriel Glusman lost control on the final
turn and bounced into two barriers before
coming to a stop ending his day.

Wehrlein flipped over a barrier and land-
ed upside down on a concrete wall in the
Slingshot on Saturday. — AP

Vettel wins Nations 

Cup for Germany

LONDON: Chris Ashton has said the combi-
nation of his ongoing England exile and his
treatment by rugby’s disciplinary authorities
prompted his decision to leave Saracens for
Toulon.

The wing scored the only try of the match
as Saracens beat the French side 10-3 in the
pool phase of the European Champions Cup
on Saturday. Victory at their Allianz Park
ground in north London saw reigning
European champions Saracens book a home
quarter-final, although a star-studded Toulon
will still join them in the last eight despite this
defeat. Ashton’s score was the 29-year-old’s
fourth try in three starts since he completed a
13-week ban for biting, his second major sus-
pension of 2016.

It was also a reminder of what the English
game-and indeed England-will miss when
Ashton joins Toulon for a reported £420,000
($520,000, 485,546 euros) a year in June. With
England coach Eddie Jones upholding the
Rugby Football Union’s longstanding policy
of refusing to select overseas-based players
for international duty save in “exceptional cir-
cumstances”, Ashton has effectively called
time on a 39-Test career that has yielded 19
tries by moving to France.

The Australian boss did select Ashton,
whose last Red Rose appearance was in 2014,
in his first England squad.

But he was omitted after being banned for
making contact with the eye area of Ulster’s
Luke Marshall and Ashton has been in the
Test wilderness ever since.

UNDERSTANDING 
“I was sick of leaving my international

career in other people’s hands,” said Ashton,
speaking publicly for the first time since com-
pleting his latest ban.

“The decision is always made by a coach
and like any player who does not get in I dis-

agreed with that decision. “I hope I will play
again (for England) one day, but for the time
being I chose to go to play rugby abroad. I
will never give up hope, but it makes it harder
moving abroad.

“Saracens would rather I stayed, but they
are very understanding people. “You look at it
from both sides and they understand my situ-
ation with England and how I felt towards
being banned again.”

Ashton ensured Saracens, who defended
superbly in the closing stages, established a
decisive lead over Toulon when he picked a
line between New Zealand’s Ma’a Nonu and
Australia’s Matt Giteau for a 60th-minute try. “I
tried not think about the fact I was playing
Toulon. We were at home in a big game and I
tried to concentrate on that,” Ashton said.

Toulon were crowned champions of
Europe for three successive seasons until
Saracens dethroned them last term during a
campaign where they also won the English
title to complete a notable double.

The Cote d’Azur club, owned by wealthy
comic publisher Mourad Boudjellal, enjoyed a
poor season by their own standards in
2015/16 and that led them to dismiss coach
Diego Dominguez.

The former Italy fly-half was replaced by
Mike Ford, who was previously in charge of
English Premiership side Bath.

Ford said a defeat by French rivals
Clermont had proved a turning point for
Toulon, who enjoyed many of their most suc-
cessful days when retired England great
Jonny Wilkinson and former France coach
Bernard Laporte were together at the Stade
Mayol. “We pretty much lost to Clermont and
then we drew a line in the sand and said:
‘Look, Jonny’s (Wilkinson) not here any more,
Bernard Laporte’s not here any more and we
can’t keep living off the three cups we won’,”
Ford said.— AFP

Chris Ashton says England 

exile sparked Toulon move

Sebastian Vettel 

TOULOUSE: Toulouse’s Samoan lock Iosefa Tekori scores a try during the European
Champions Cup rugby union match Toulouse against Connacht on Sunday at the
Ernest Wallon Stadium in Toulouse, southern France. — AFP

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB      
Toronto 28 16 .636 -       
Boston 26 17 .605 1.5   
NY Knicks 19 26 .422 9.5   
Philadelphia 15 27 .357 12      
Brooklyn 9 34 .209 18.5  

Central Division
Cleveland 30 12 .714 -       
Indiana 22 21 .512 8.5   
Chicago 22 23 .489 9.5   
Detroit 21 24 .467 10.5  
Milwaukee 20 23 .465 10.5  

Southeast Division
Atlanta 26 18 .591 -       
Washington 23 20 .535 2.5   
Charlotte 23 21 .523 3       
Orlando 18 28 .391 9       
Miami 14 30 .318 12      

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Utah 29 16 .644 -       
Oklahoma City 25 19 .568 3.5   
Denver 18 25 .419 10      
Portland 19 27 .413 10.5  
Minnesota 16 28 .364 12.5  

Pacific Division
Golden State 38 6 .864 -       
LA Clippers 29 16 .644 9.5   
Sacramento 16 27 .372 21.5  
Phoenix 15 29 .341 23      
LA Lakers 16 32 .333 24      

Southwest Division
San Antonio 34 9 .791 -       
Houston 34 13 .723 2       
Memphis 26 20 .565 9.5   
New Orleans 17 27 .386 17.5  
Dallas 15 29 .341 19.5  

NBA Results/Standings
Minnesota 111, Denver 108; Phoenix 115, Toronto 103; Dallas 122, LA Lakers 73; Golden State 118, Orlando 98.

MINNEAPOLIS: Minnesota Timberwolves guard Zach LaVine (8) gets a hand on the ball against
Denver Nuggets guard Gary Harris, right, in the first half of an NBA basketball game, in
Minneapolis. — AP 
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SYDNEY: Australia have recalled open-
ing batsman Aaron Finch and decided to
rest in-form David Warner in a 14-man
squad for the one-day series in New
Zealand starting next week.

“David has had a very big summer
and will benefit from a break in cricket,
both mentally and physically,” interim
national selector Trevor Hohns said yes-
terday. Vice-captain Warner was man-of-
the-match against Pakistan in Sydney on

Sunday when he hit 130 off 98 balls, his
12th one-day century. Hohns praised
Finch’s return to form in the Twenty20
format. “His form in the Big Bash League
(BBL) has been very good and he has
earned his recall,” the selector said.

Finch said he had made some “slight
technical changes” to his game and
sharpened his mental approach which
had led to him amassing 354 runs,
including four fifties, in the BBL.

“I’m pretty comfortable with the
changes that I’ve made. I’m also mental-
ly in a better spot for the changes, and
probably for being dropped. “It gives
you to time to reflect and analyse your
game a little bit more in-depth than if
you just roll from series to series,” Finch
said. Western Australian batsman Shaun
Marsh is the only other change to the
one-day side that have already won the
current one-day series against Pakistan

3-1 with a match left to play in Adelaide
on Thursday. Marsh comes in for Usman
Khawaja who is heading to Dubai early
to prepare for the tour of India next
month. “This provides Shaun with a
chance to get back into international
cricket following his injury earlier in the
summer,” Hohns added in a statement.

The squad will  depart for New
Zealand on Friday with Australia current-
ly holding the one-day Chappell-Hadlee

trophy after beating New Zealand 3-0 at
home late last year. The matches are in
Auckland on January 30, Napier on
February 2 and Hamilton on February 5.

Australia squad: Steve Smith (capt),
Pat Cummins, Aaron Finch, James
Faulkner, Peter Handscomb, Josh
Hazlewood, Travis Head, Shaun Marsh,
Glenn Maxwell, Mitchell Starc, Billy
Stanlake, Marcus Stoinis, Matthew Wade,
Adam Zampa. —AFP

Australia rest Warner, recall Finch for N Zealand

CHRISTCHURCH: New Zealand’s Jeet Raval (C) bats as Bangladesh wicketkeeper Nurul Hasan (L) and Taijul Islam (R) looks on, during day four of
the second international Test cricket match between New Zealand and Bangladesh at Hagley Park Oval in Christchurch yesterday. — AFP

CHRISTCHURCH: A Bangladesh batting implosion
saw New Zealand cruise to a comfortable nine
wicket win in the second Test at Hagley Oval in
Christchurch yesterday. 

Bangladesh were all out for 173 in their second
innings, with the damage done when they lost five
for 23 in the middle of the innings.  New Zealand
were left with a 109-run target which they knocked
off in 18.4 overs to complete a rout of Bangladesh,
winning all eight matches-three Twenty20s, three
one-day internationals and two Tests-during the
tour.  The Test sweep means New Zealand will over-
take Pakistan and move to fifth on the world rank-
ings.  On a day of 14 dismissals on an easy wicket,
New Zealand coasted home with Tom Latham
unbeaten on 41 and Colin de Grandhomme on 33,
effectively ending the Test in three days after
Sunday’s third day was washed out.  Bangladesh
were 65 in arrears and in need of patience when
they started their second innings before lunch. 

Instead, they showed their inexperience with
the short ball and tried to hook and drive their way
out of trouble. 

After 10 overs they went to lunch at 20 for one,
by tea they were 100 for five and the end came 17
overs into the final session, boosted by a late slog
from Taskin Ahmed and Kamrul Islam who put on
51 in 48 balls.  There had been a question mark
over the Bangladesh line-up after Imrul Kayes,
Mushfiqur Rahim and Mominul Haque, with 98
Tests between them, were kept out by injury. 

They cobbled together a makeshift side with
seven players having three or fewer Tests to their
name, and although the game was evenly poised
after the first two days, the greenness of the wicket
came to the fore after that.  After the third day
washout the sun returned on Monday and New
Zealand took command. 

They resumed at 260 for seven and aided by
sloppy fielding, their last three partnerships put on
94 with Henry Nicholls leading the way with a
career best 98. 

SOUTHEE MILESTONE 
The innings was halted at 354 with an unusual

run out of Neil Wagner for 26 after he had initially
grounded his bat behind the crease.  In the fleeting
moment when wicketkeeper Nurul Hasan deflect-
ed the ball on to the stumps, Wagner was mid-
stride with neither foot on the ground and he had
momentarily lifted his bat. 

A bewildered Wagner took out his frustrations
when Bangladesh went into bat taking three wick-
ets for 44.  Tim Southee took three for 48 and Trent
Boult three for 52.  Bangladesh may have denied
Nicholls a maiden century but they could not deny
Southee becoming the fifth New Zealander to take
200 wickets on a list headed by Richard Hadlee
with 417. Southee ignited the Bangladesh collapse
with the early wicket of Tamim Iqbal when the
stand-in captain hooked to Mitchell Santner wait-
ing on the boundary. 

He reached the milestone with a short ball to
Shakib Al Hasan that was steered to Colin de
Grandhomme at point and wrapped up the innings
with a short ball to Rubel Hossain that was edged
to the wicketkeeper.  Soumya Sarkar and
Mahmudullah attempted to put backbone into the
innings adding 41 for the second wicket until
Soumya (36) smacked a wide de Grandhomme
delivery to Raval at gully.

Mahmudullah, on 38, dragged a wide Wagner
delivery on to his stumps to start a slide in which
Bangladesh fell from 92 for three to 115 for eight
before the late burst from Taskin (33) and Kamrul
who was 25 not out.  — AFP

New Zealand sweep 

Bangladesh series

Bangladesh first innings 289 (Soumya Sarkar 86,
Shakib Al Hasan 59; Southee 5-94, Boult 4-87) 
New Zealand first innings (overnight 260-7) 
J. Raval b Kamrul Islam 16 
T. Latham c Nurul Hasan b Taskin Ahmed 68
K. Williamson c Nurul Hasan b Kamrul Islam 2
R. Taylor c sub (Taijul Islam) b Mehedi Hasan 77 
H. Nicholls b Mehedi 98 
M. Santner lbw b Shakib Al Hasan 29
B. Watling b Shakib Al Hasan 1
C de Grandhomme b Shakib Al Hasan 0
T. Southee c Mehedi Hasan b Shakib Al Hasan 17
N. Wagner run out (Nurul) 26
T. Boult not out 7
Extras (lb6, w4, nb 3) 13 
Total (all out, 92.4 overs) 354 
Fall of wickets: 1-45 (Raval), 2-47 (Williamson), 3-153
(Latham), 4-177 ( Taylor),  5-252 (Santner),  6-256
(Watling), 7-256 (Grandhomme), 8-286 (Southee), 9-343
(Nicholls), 10-354 (Wagner)
Bowling: Taskin Ahmed 22-2-86-1 (2w), Mehedi Hasan
19-3-59-2, Rubel Hossain 
17-2-65-0 (2nb), Kamrul Islam 19-4-78-2 (2w, 1nb),
Shakib Al Hasan 12.4-1-50-4, Soumya Sarkar 3-0-10-0

Bangladesh second innings
Tamim Iqbal c Santner b Southee 8 
Soumya Sarkar c Raval b de Grandhomme 36
Mahmudullah b Wagner 38

Shakib Al Hasan c de Grandhomme b Southee 8
Nazmul Hossain b Boult 12 
Sabbir Rahman c Watling b Wagner 0
Nurul Hasan c Watling b Wagner 0
Mehedi Hasan c Latham b Boult 4 
Taskin Ahmed b Boult 33
Kamrul Islam not out 25 
Rubel Hossain c Watling b Southee 7
Extras (lb2) 2 
Total (all out, 52.5 overs) 173 
Fall of wickets: 1-17 (Tamim), 2-58 (Soumya), 3-73
(Shakib), 4-92 (Mahmudullah), 5-100 (Sabbir), 6-100
(Nurul), 7-106 (Nazmul), 8-115 (Mehedi), 9-166 (Taskin),
10-173 (Rubel) 
Bowling: Boult 17-3-52-3, Southee 12.5-2-48-3, de
Grandhomme 11-3-27-1, 
Wagner 12-3-44-3

New Zealand second innings
J. Raval b Kamrul Islam 33
T. Latham not out 41
C. de Grandhomme not out 33
Extras (b1, wd1, nb2) 4
Total (one wicket, 18.4 overs) 111 
Fall of wicket: 1-56 (Raval) 
Bowling: Taskin 5-0-21-0 (2nb), Mehedi 6-0-27-0 (1w),
Kamrul 3-0-21-1, Shakib 4-0-28-0, Nazmul 0.4-0-13-0
Result: New Zealand won by nine wickets.

SCOREBOARD 
CHRISTCHURCH, New Zealand: Scoreboard at the end of second Test between New Zealand and Bangladesh at
Hagley Oval in Christchurch yesterday:

CAPE TOWN: South Africa have recalled fit-
again batsman AB de Villiers to captain
their one-day international side in the five-
match home series against Sri Lanka.

The selectors also handed a first call-up
in this format to 20-year-old fast bowler
Lungi Ngidi and all-rounder Chris Morris
returns after an injury layoff for the series
starting in Port Elizabeth on Saturday.

De Villiers has not played international
cricket since June last year after an elbow
injury, but is in line to return for the final
match of the Twenty20 series against the
Sri Lankans in Cape Town on Wednesday.

He will then skipper the one-day side
having admitted last week that his top pri-
ority at this stage of his career was to lead
the team at the 2019 World Cup. A more
immediate aim, however, is this year ’s
Champions Trophy in England.

“It is wonderful to have AB back avail-
able both as player and leader,” Cricket
South Africa selection convener Linda
Zondi said in a statement yesterday.

“We are entering a very important phase
of our preparation for the Champions
Trophy in England as we only have 10
games left - the five here against Sri Lanka
and another five in New Zealand - before
we head for another major ICC event.” Ngidi
took six wickets in as many overs in the first
two matches of the Twenty20 series against
Sri Lanka.  “He has not only impressed with
the wickets he has taken and the skills he
has displayed, but with the energy and
intensity he has brought to his game as
well,” Zondi said.  South Africa are in action
in the 50-over format for the first time since
they whitewashed Australia 5-0 on home
soil last October.

Squad:
AB de Villiers (captain), Hashim Amla,

Farhaan Behardien, Quinton de Kock, JP
Duminy, Faf du Plessis, Imran Tahir, David
Miller, Chris Morris, Wayne Parnell, Lungi
Ngidi, Andile Phehlukwayo, Dwaine Pretorius,
Kagiso Rabada, Tabraiz Shamsi. —Reuters

De Villiers returns to 

lead SA one-day side

AB de Villiers

NEW DELHI: India’s premier spinners
Ravichandran Ashwin and Ravindra Jadeja
have been rested for the three-match
Twenty20 series against England starting
this week. The selectors have recalled veter-
an leg-spinner Amit Mishra and off-spinner
Parvez Rasool in the 15-man squad, accord-
ing to the the Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI). The Virat Kohli-led side, which
won the three-match one-day international
series 2-1, moves into the shortest format
with the first game scheduled in Kanpur on
January 26.

Ashwin and Jadeja shared seven wickets
between them in the three 50-over matches,
bowling tighter lines than the fast bowlers

on run-filled pitches. The 34-year-old Mishra
was in the ODI squad against England but
failed to make it to the starting lineup. He
finished with figures of 5-18 in his last out-
ing for his country, an ODI against New
Zealand in October.

Meanwhile Rasool, 27, who represented
India in just one ODI in 2014, joins the squad
riding on his excellent domestic showing in
the Ranji Trophy competition. India squad:
Virat Kohli (capt), Mahendra Singh Dhoni,
Lokesh Rahul, Suresh Raina, Rishabh Pant,
Manish Pandey, Yuvraj Singh, Hardik Pandya,
Amit Mishra, Parvez Rasool, Jasprit Bumrah,
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Ashish Nehra,
Yuzvendra Chahal, Mandeep Singh. —AFP

India rest Ashwin and 

Jadeja for England T20s

Amit Mishra 

CHRISTCHURCH: New Zealand’s Neil Wagner celebrates after Bangladesh’s Sabbir Rahman was
caught during day four of the second international Test cricket match between New Zealand
and Bangladesh at Hagley Park Oval in Christchurch yesterday. —AFP
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Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF  GA PTS  
Minnesota 30 11 5 152 106 65   
Chicago 30 14 5 137 122 65   
Nashville 23 17 7 130 122 53   
St. Louis 23 19 5 134 147 51   
Winnipeg 22 23 4 140 151 48   
Dallas 19 20 9 129 151 47   
Colorado 13 29 2 89 148 28   

Pacific Division
Anaheim 26 14 9 130 123 61   
San Jose 29 16 2 125 107 60   
Edmonton 26 15 8 144 131 60   
Calgary 24 22 3 130 138 51   
Vancouver 22 20 6 116 135 50   
Los Angeles 22 20 4 115 117 48   
Arizona 14 26 6 102 150 34   

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Montreal 28 13 7 144 121 63   

Ottawa 25 15 5 122 120 55   
Boston 23 21 6 123 129 52   
Toronto 21 14 9 136 131 51   
Florida 20 19 9 112 133 49   
Detroit 20 19 8 120 136 48   
Buffalo 19 18 9 110 128 47   
Tampa Bay 21 22 5 130 142 47   

Metropolitan Division
Washington 31 9 6 149 100 68   
Columbus 32 10 4 155 106 68   
Pittsburgh 30 11 5 169 134 65   
NY Rangers 30 16 1 164 125 61   
Philadelphia 23 19 6 136 154 52   
Carolina 21 18 7 125 131 49   
New Jersey 20 19 9 110 136 49   
NY Islanders 19 17 9 129 133 47   
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point
in the standings and are not included in the loss
column (L)

NHL results/standings

Nashville 4, Minnesota 2; Chicago 4, Vancouver 2; Philadelphia 3, NY Islanders 2 (OT); Columbus 7, Ottawa
6 (OT); Pittsburgh 5, Boston 1; NY Rangers 1, Detroit 0 (OT).

MELBOURNE: Spain’s Rafael Nadal hits a return against France’s Gael Monfils during their men’s singles fourth round match on day eight of the
Australian Open tennis tournament in Melbourne yesterday.—AFP

MELBOURNE:  Rafael Nadal struggled into his
first Grand Slam quarter-final since 2015 at the
Australian Open yesterday, as Serena Williams
accelerated towards a record title and the num-
ber one ranking.

Nadal, searching for a revival after injuries
wrecked last season, was tested by France’s
Gael Monfils before winning 6-3, 6-3, 4-6, 6-4 to
book a last-eight clash with Milos Raonic.

Nadal, 30, was also pushed to five sets by
Alexander Zverev, 19, in round three, but he
has survived to reach his first major quarter-
final since the 2015 French Open.

The Spanish world number nine now has an
excellent chance to add to his 14 Grand Slam
titles after world number one Andy Murray and
title-holder Novak Djokovic were both knocked
out. “I’m very happy being in the quarter-finals
of a Grand Slam after a couple of years without
being there,” he said. “It’s very special for me,
especially here in Australia where I feel (it’s) a
little bit like home.”

A day after defending women’s champion
and top seed Angelique Kerber also fell by the
wayside, Williams beat Barbora Strycova 7-5, 6-
4 to set up a last-eight meeting with Johanna
Konta. The American great would gain much
from winning in Melbourne, as she would over-
take Steffi Graf’s Open-era record of 22 Grand
Slam titles and end Kerber’s short reign as
world number one.

In hot afternoon conditions, she fought off
the Czech Republic’s Strycova in two tight sets,
following her sister Venus into the quarter-
finals without dropping a set.

“I have absolutely nothing to lose in this
tournament,” said Williams, 35.  “Everything
here is a bonus for me. Obviously I’m here to
win. Hopefully I can play better, I can only go
better.”

Britain’s Konta, the ninth seed, also reached
the last eight with a perfect record in sets after
a convincing 6-1, 6-4 victory over Russia’s
Ekaterina Makarova.

‘TOUGH LITTLE COOKIE’ 
Despite the task facing her,  Konta was

delighted to be playing Williams, a childhood
idol, for what would be her second straight
Australian Open semi-final.

“I’m really looking forward to the challenge
and I’m looking forward to being on court, out
on court with her and competing against her,”
said the 25-year-old.

Mirjana Lucic-Baroni wrote another chapter
in her fairytale career revival when she beat
American qualifier Jennifer Brady 6-4, 6-2 to
reach her first Grand Slam quarter-final in 18
years. The former teen prodigy, now 34, won
the 1998 Australian Open women’s doubles
with Martina Hingis but she fled her abusive
father and suffered a series of injuries to put
her career on hold. Her joy was unbridled at
beating Brady as she reached the last eight at a
major for the first time since 1999, when she
lost to Graf at Wimbledon aged 17.

“I hope no one is going to pinch me and
wake me up because this is just incredible,” said
Lucic-Baroni, who screeched with joy and
jumped up and down to celebrate the win.

“I am a tough little cookie and really stub-
born: when I want something I will work hard
and do anything I need to get it. What a satis-
faction.” Lucic-Baroni will play her quarter-final
against US Open finalist Karolina Pliskova, who
ended home hopes with a 6-3, 6-3 win over
Australia’s Daria Gavrilova.

In the men’s draw, David Goffin put away
Austria’s Dominic Thiem 5-7, 7-6 (7/4), 6-2, 6-2
to become the first Belgian man to reach the
Australian quarter-finals.

Goffin will next play Grigor Dimitrov, who
halted the fairytale run of Denis Istomin, the
117th-ranked Uzbek wildcard who shocked
defending champion Novak Djokovic in round
two. The bespectacled Istomin won the first set
but injury problems set in and he went down 2-
6, 7-6 (7/2), 6-2, 6-1 to the in-form Bulgarian.

Canadian third seed Raonic, still suffering
from the effects of flu, beat Spain’s Roberto
Bautista Agut 7-6 (8/6), 3-6, 6-4, 6-1 to earn his
quarter-final against Nadal. —AFP

Breathless Nadal,

Serena in q-finals

MELBOURNE: Karolina Pliskova dashed
home hopes when she thrashed Daria
Gavrilova to move into an Australian
Open quarter-final against comeback
queen Mirjana Lucic-Baroni yesterday.

The fifth-seeded Czech shut out a par-
tisan crowd on Rod Laver Arena to easily
beat Australia’s Gavrilova, nicknamed
‘Dasha’, 6-3, 6-3 and reach the last eight
for the first time.

It sets her up for a showdown against
Lucic-Baroni, the feel-good story of the
tournament who is into her first Grand
Slam quarter-final since Wimbledon in
1999. The Croat, who dropped out of
top-level tennis for most of the 2003-
2010 period following heartbreaking
personal problems, swept past American
qualifier Jennifer Brady 6-4, 6-2.

“I’m so excited to be in my first quar-
ter-final. It’s tough to play an Aussie girl,
and I’m happy to fight to the last point,”
said Pliskova.

“I’m feeling confident, much better
than I did in the Grand Slams before the
US Open. Everything is going my way
now.” After making the US Open final last
year Pliskova has been tipped as a poten-
tial champion in Melbourne, although
she was pushed all the way by Latvian
teen Jelena Ostapenko in round three.

It was a fright for the tall Czech who,

with her left  thigh strapped, was
aggressive from the star t  against
Davri lova,  breaking the ner vous
Australian straight away. The power-hit-
ting Czech sent down some big serves
in the next game, with Gavrilova’s fore-
hand letting her down as she struggled
to get into the match.

Pliskova was proving unplayable,
dropping just two points in her opening
two service games, before breaking
Gavrilova, seeded 22, again to go 4-1 in
front. The crowd had something to cheer
about when the 22-year-old broke back
with Pliskova serving for the set, but the
Czech still closed it out 6-3 in the next
game. Gavrilova, bidding to become the
first Australian to reach the last eight
since Jelena Dokic in 2009, refused to lie
down and went 1-0 up with a break in
the second set. But the Moscow-born 22-
year-old, who also made the fourth
round last year, didn’t have the firepower
to match her opponent and errors crept
in as she was swept aside in 73 minutes.

Looking ahead, Plisokova said facing
Lucic-Baroni would not be easy. “She is
hitting big. It’s going to be quick. I’ll
have to play aggressive, we’ll see,” she
said of the 34-year-old, who stunned
third seed Agnieszka Radwanska in
round two. — AFP

MELBOURNE: Seeing world number 50
Mischa Zverev and wildcard Denis Istomin
upset the top two players in the world at
Melbourne Park shows more players believe
they can take shake up the established order
and that can only be good for tennis, says
Roger Federer.

Zverev’s win over world number one Andy
Murray on Sunday came on the heels of
Istomin’s second round victory over six-times
champion Novak Djokovic, results which not
only surprised Federer but saw the odds of
him winning the title shortened.

“I never thought that Mischa Zverev and
Denis Istomin would beat those two big guys,”
said 17-times grand slam champion Federer,
who will play Zverev on Rod Laver Arena
today.  “I guess it’s good for tennis that a lot of
guys believe stronger now that the top guys
are beatable, are vulnerable, especially on a
faster court.

“But two huge surprises. No doubt about
that.” Federer added that he would practice
against a left-hander before the clash with
Zverev, who charged Murray at the net and
put the Scot off his rhythm from the baseline
in their fourth-round encounter.

“Obviously he’s on a high right now. He’s
feeling great,” the Swiss said of Zverev.

“Probably feels the best he’s ever felt on a ten-
nis court.

“It’s going to be tough and different and
tricky.” Things will not get any easier for
Federer should he get past the 29-year-old
German, with compatriot Stan Wawrinka or Jo-
Wilfried Tsonga waiting for him in the last four.
Tsonga said he was taking it one match at a
time.  “It’s going to be a tough match,” he said
of Wawrinka. “I know he’s playing really good.

“If I win, another opponent, and if I win,
another one, so ... the most important thing
for me is to be focused on the next opponent.”

In the women’s quarters, Venus Williams
has the chance to send a positive message to
all the veterans at the tournament when the
36-year-old takes on Russia’s  Anastasia
Pavlyuchenkova, 11 years her junior, in the
first match on Rod Laver Arena.  Williams
could meet her younger sister Serena in a
ninth grand slam final  i f  they both get
through the draw but she is refusing to think
about that scenario just yet.  She would first
have to get past Coco Vandeweghe or French
Open champion Garbine Muguruza in the
last four.  “She’s a tricky player,” Muguruza
said of the 25-year-old Vandeweghe. “She has
a lot of power, full shots, serve, everything.
She can play very well.” — Reuters

MELBOURNE: Serena Williams of the US celebrates her victory against Czech Republic’s
Barbora Strycova during their women’s singles fourth round match on day eight of the
Australian Open tennis tournament in Melbourne yesterday. — AFP

Federer ready to restore 

order against Zverev

Pliskova beats ‘Dasha’

to dash Aussie hopes

MELBOURNE: Karolina Pliskova of the Czech Republic serves to Australia’s Daria
Gavrilova during their fourth round match at the Australian Open tennis champi-
onships in Melbourne, Australia, yesterday. — AP

OTTAWA:  Cam Atkinson’s second goal of
the game 1:09 into overtime gave the
Columbus Blue Jackets a wild 7-6 victory
over the Ottawa Senators at Canadian Tire
Place on Sunday. The goal was Atkinson’s
23rd of the season. Nick Foligno, Scott
Harrington, Zach Werenski, Lukas Sedlak,
Matt Calvert also scored for Columbus.
Alexander Wennberg had three assists.
Zack Smith scored twice and added an
assist for the Senators, while Mike Hoffman
also notched a pair of goals and Mark
Stone and Kyle Turris had the others.
Making his 22nd consecutive appearance
and 13th straight start,  Mike Condon
stopped 22 shots. Joonas Korpisalo made
28 saves in the Blue Jackets net.

RANGERS 1, RED WINGS 0 (OT)
Henrik Lundqvist maintained his mas-

tery over Detroit, leading New York to vic-
tory. J.T. Miller converted Mats Zuccarello’s
feed on a two-on-none breakaway at 1:56
of overtime for his 15th goal of the season.
Lundqvist, who made 21 saves in posting
his second shutout of the season and his
second straight win since ending a person-
al three-game losing streak, is now 6-1-1
with four shutouts in his last eight games
against the Red Wings.

PENGUINS 5, BRUINS 1
Collecting two goals for the third time in

four games, Conor Sheary sparked
Pittsburgh past Boston at PPG Paints Arena.
Sidney Crosby, Bryan Rust and Patric
Hornqvist also scored for the Penguins

while Matt Murray made 44 saves. David
Krejci scored the lone goal got the Bruins.

FLYERS 3, ISLANDERS 2 (OT)
Claude Giroux scored with 1:40 left in

overtime as Philadelphia topped New
York at  Barc lays  Center.  Wayne
Simmonds and Ivan Provorov also scored
for the Flyers and Steve Mason stopped
36 of  38 shots.  Nick Leddy and Alan
Quine scored for the Islanders, who had
a three-game winning streak snapped as
they lost for the first time under interim
head coach Doug Weight. Thomas Greiss
recorded 44 saves.

BLACKHAWKS 4, CANUCKS 2
Jonathan Toews scored a goal and had

three assists and scored with 1:18 remain-
ing to lift Chicago over Vancouver at the
United Center. Marian Hossa, Richard
Panik and Patrick Kane also scored and
Corey Crawford made 26 saves for the
Blackhawks. Troy Stecher and Bo Horvat
scored and Ryan Miller finished with 31
saves for the Canucks.

PREDATORS 4, WILD 2
Filip Forsberg scored twice in the third

period as Nashville rallied from an early
deficit to cap their long road trip with a
win over Minnesota. James Neal and Ryan
Johansen also scored and Pekka Rinne
overcame a rough start to stop 21 shots as
the Predators won four out of five on their
road swing. Mikael Granlund and Jason
Pominville scored for the Wild. — Reuters

Atkinson’s 2nd goal lifts 

Blue Jackets past Senators 
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LIBREVILLE:  Hosts Gabon made a dis-
appointing exit from the African Nations
Cup on Sunday, foiled by the woodwork
in the final minute as they missed out on
the win over Cameroon which would
have allowed them to grab a dramatic
place in the quarter-finals.

Instead Burkina Faso and Cameroon
advance from Group A, leaving Gabon
with the ignominy of becoming the first
home nation to be eliminated in the first
round since Tunisia in 1994.

Burkina Faso topped the group on

goal difference after a 2-0 victory over
Guinea Bissau in Franceville on Sunday
with a fortuitous own goal from
Rudinilson Silva and a second-half strike
from Bertrand Traore, the Chelsea striker
on loan at Ajax Amsterdam.

Cameroon also finished on five points
after the goalless draw with Gabon,
whose three games were all drawn. “It is
very sad for all of us but each player
gave 100 percent,” said Gabon captain
Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang, who
missed a glorious chance in the opening

five minutes at Stade L’Amitie in
Libreville. The hosts started furiously and
finished with a late flourish that saw
Denis Bouanga strike the upright deep
in stoppage time and the rebound from
Didier Ndong saved by Cameroon’s 21-
year-old goalkeeper Fabrice Ondoa, who
burst into tears at the end of the game
as his team mates enveloped him in cel-
ebrations. Cameroon now play Senegal
in the quarter-finals but Burkina Faso’s
opponents will be decided when the
standings in Group B are settled.

Senegal, already guaranteed top
place, play Algeria in Franceville in a
quarter-final on Saturday while Tunisia
need just one point from their match
with Zimbabwe in Libreville to set up a
weekend meeting with Burkina Faso.

Burkina Faso went ahead early
against Guinea Bissau as centre back
Rudinilson put the ball in his own net in
the 11th minute and Traore scored on
the counter early in the second. But
Guinea Bissau again proved competitive
as they concluded their maiden appear-

ance on the Nations Cup stage.
It is the first time that four-times win-

ners Cameroon have progressed to the
quarter-finals since 2010. Their success
comes despite eight players turning
down a call-up last month, leaving
coach Hugo Broos with what he called a
B-team for the tournament.

“It is a young team that wants to play
for the country, not just come because
they have been called up by the coach.
Now anything is possible,” he said after
Sunday’s game.  — Reuters

Disappointing exit for Nations Cup hosts Gabon

EIBAR: FC Barcelona’s Neymar Jr., tries to control the ball beside goalkeeper Yoel Rodriguez during the Spanish La Liga soccer match between
FC Barcelona and Eibar, at Ipurua stadium in Eibar, northern Spain, Sunday. FC Barcelona won the match 4-0. — AP

BARCELONA:  Lionel Messi and Luis Suarez
scored their 15th league goals of the season as
Barcelona stayed on the heels of La Liga leaders
Real Madrid by winning 4-0 at Eibar on Sunday
although the win was marred by an injury to key
midfielder Sergio Busquets.

Substitute Denis Suarez scored his first goal for
Barca, firing the visitors into the lead from the
edge of the area in the 31st minute after replacing
Busquets, who had been carried off on a stretcher
with strained ankle ligaments following a crunch-
ing tackle by Eibar’s Gonzalo Escalante. Messi
stretched Barca’s lead by finishing off a brilliant
move with Luis Suarez in the 50th minute and the
Uruguayan joined his close friend and strike part-
ner on 15 league goals by robbing an Eibar
defender and finishing inside the near post in the
68th. Neymar added an extra shine to the victory
by netting in the 91st minute, scoring his first goal
for Barca from open play since October.

“We leave here with one piece of bad news
which is Busquets’s injury although it’s not as seri-
ous as we thought,” Barca coach Luis Enrique told
reporters after a fourth straight win in all competi-
tions. “We have very good players in midfield who
we can rely on. After everything I feel satisfied
with what I saw on the pitch. “We said we needed
to get better results and that’s what we’re doing,
and that’s giving us more confidence, but we’re
still far from the level we want to be at.”

Barca are third on 41 points, two behind Real,
who beat Malaga 2-1 on Saturday and have a
game in hand.

Sevilla are second on 42 points after following
last week’s recovery against Real by staging
another stirring comeback to win 4-3 at Osasuna
earlier on Sunday, while Atletico Madrid faltered
again despite a brilliant strike from Antoine
Griezmann earning them a 2-2 draw at Athletic
Bilbao. Late goals from Franco Vazquez and Pablo
Sarabia secured the points for Sevilla after their
captain Vicente Iborra had scored for both sides in
an action-packed clash between teams from
opposite ends of the table.

Jorge Sampaoli’s side, now a point off the pace
but having played a game more, have enjoyed
consistent results at home but their poor away
form looked set to haunt them again when Sergio
Leon put bottom side Osasuna ahead in the 15th
minute. Substitute Sarabia sealed a fifth straight
league win by scoring a fourth Sevilla goal from
the edge of the area in the 92nd minute to put his
side on 42 points from 19 games, their biggest
ever total for the first half of a season, although
Kenan Kodro scored a consolation goal for the
hosts in the 93rd.

In Bilbao, a three-game winning streak in the
league for Atletico Madrid came to an end despite
Diego Simeone’s side getting off to a dream start.
Koke’s cross, which was intended for Griezmann,
went straight into the net in the third minute but
the home side got over the shock, drawing level
in the 42nd with a thumping strike from Inigo
Lekue. Oscar de Marcos headed Athletic in front
in the 56th minute, but Griezmann had other
ideas, delivering a low finish off the far post with
10 minutes remaining after having a goal ruled
out for offside. Atletico remain fourth in the
standings but are level on 35 points with Real
Sociedad, who beat Celta Vigo 1-0 on Sunday
with a solitary header by striker Juanmi in the
71st minute. — Reuters

Messi, Suarez help 

Barca to down Eibar

LONDON: Hull City midfielder Ryan Mason
has been talking in hospital about the incident
which left him with a fractured skull, the
Premier League club said yesterday.

The 25-year-old Mason suffered the injury
when he accidentally clashed heads with
Chelsea’s Gary Cahill in the 14th minute of
Hull’s eventual 2-0 loss away to the Premier
League leaders at Stamford Bridge on Sunday.

Mason was subsequently taken to the near-
by St Mary’s Hospital in west London and
underwent surgery. He was visited by Hull
captain Michael Dawson and several club offi-
cials yesterday.

Afterwards, a Hull statement said: “Ryan has
been visited this morning at St Mary’s Hospital
by club captain Michael Dawson, club doctor
Mark Waller, head of medical Rob Price and
club secretary Matt Wild.

“Ryan has been speaking of the incident
yesterday and will continue to be monitored
at the hospital over the coming days where
the club will remain in close contact with
Ryan, his family and the staff at St Mary’s.”

The statement added: “Ryan and his family
have also been extremely touched by the
overwhelming support they have received
and would very much like to thank all of those
who have posted such positive comments
both on social media and in the press over the
last 24 hours.”

Cahill, Chelsea captain John Terry and assis-
tant manager Steve Holland all reportedly vis-
ited Mason on Sunday.

Following the collision between Cahill and
Mason, medical staff from both clubs sprinted
out to attend to the two players, with referee
Neil Swarbrick halting play for close to 10 min-
utes as they each received on-field treatment. 

Central Defender Cahill returned to his feet
and scored Chelsea’s second goal, a header, in
the 2-0 victory but Mason left the field on a
stretcher while receiving oxygen treatment.

Several hours after the final whistle, a Hull
statement confirmed that Mason had sus-
tained a skull fracture.

Clubs and players from across England and
beyond sent messages of support for Mason,
among them former Manchester United and
Chelsea striker Radamel Falcao, who tweeted:
“My thoughts and pray for Ryan Mason. Get
well soon!” Gareth Bale, who played with
Mason at Tottenham Hotspur, tweeted: “Get
well soon Mase!! Thoughts are with you and
your family, stay strong!!!”

The England team’s Twitter account posted
a message reading: “Stay strong, Ryan” along-
side a picture of Mason earning his sole
England cap to date. Immediately after the
match Chelsea head coach Antonio Conte said
all those connected with the London club
hoped Mason would enjoy a speedy recovery.

“It was a bad accident with Gary and, I must
be honest, after the first half also Gary wasn’t real-
ly good. He decided to continue the game,” said
Conte. “It was very bad this accident. Everyone at
Chelsea, we hope to see him very soon on the
pitch and to recover very soon.” —AFP

Players rally around 

skull-fracture Mason

MILAN:  Edin Dzeko’s second-half strike
kept Serie A title challengers Roma in the
hunt with a 1-0 win at home to Cagliari that
cut the gap on leaders Juventus to one
point on Sunday.

Fresh life was breathed into the race for
the scudetto last week, especially for Roma
and Napoli, when Juventus suffered a 2-1
defeat at Fiorentina.

But the Turin giants, aiming for a record
sixth consecutive title, fired a warning to
their chasers with a classy, first-half per-
formance in a 2-0 home win over Lazio that
saw Paulo Dybala and Gonzalo Higuain
strike shortly after the quarter hour.

Defender Andrea Barzagli started on the
bench, midfielder Claudio Marchisio was
sidelined and although wingback Dani
Alves returned from injury, the former
Barcelona star was only fit enough for a
place on the bench.

Lazio had lost their last eight meetings
with Juve, home and away in all competi-
tions, and despite their good intentions the
visitors were soon playing catch-up.

On Juve’s first real chance, Mario
Mandzukic nodded the ball into the path of
Dybala for the Argentinian to hit a volley
with the outside of his boot past Federico
Marchetti and into the far bottom corner. 

Lazio were stunned again barely 10 min-
utes later, although the visitors’ defence
allowed Higuain to run in unchecked to
meet Juan Cuadrado’s delivery from the
right flank on 17 minutes.

It was Higuain’s 14th goal in 19 appear-
ances and left the Argentine only one
behind league leader Mauro Icardi of Inter
Milan, who, along with Atalanta, capitalised
on AC Milan’s 2-1 San Siro to Napoli on
Saturday to push the Rossoneri down to
seventh at 11 points adrift.

Back in Champions League action at
Porto next month, coach Massimiliano
Allegri said: “I asked the lads for a big team
performance because that’s what we need
in Europe, and they pulled through.”

A 65th minute winner from Portugal
midfielder Joao Mario rescued Inter’s blush-
es in a 1-0 win at Palermo that moved
Stefano Pioli’s Champions League chasers
up to fifth place at just nine points off the
pace. Palermo’s third defeat on the trot
dropped the crisis-hit Sicilians to second
from bottom, 11 points from safety. 

“That was a crucial win for us, we’d
worked really hard in training this week for
this,” said Mario, who believes the 2010
Champions League winners can realistically
target a top three finish.

“We believe in our chances, there are
still a lot of games to play.”

Atalanta are still punching above their
weight, although it took Alejandro Gomez’s
55th-minute spot kick to secure the points
from a 1-0 win over Sampdoria that saw the
Bergamo side move up to sixth, just a point
behind Inter.

Roma welcomed Cagliari with the
chance equal a club record of 13 consecu-
tive home victories, last achieved in 1930.

A wasteful first half at the Stadio
Olimpico saw Diego Perotti, Dzeko (twice)
and Bruno Peres all spurn solid chances.

But the increasingly frustrated home
support were back on song on 55 minutes,
Dzeko muscling his way past Nicola Murru
to meet Antonio Rudiger’s pacey delivery
to volley in off the underside of the cross-
bar from eight yards.

It took the Bosnian’s league goals tally to
14, just one behind Icardi and level with
Higuain and Torino striker Andrea Belotti.

Roma coach Luciano Spalletti piled the
pressure on Dzeko to take more of his
chances a fortnight ago, calling the Bosnian
“too soft” in front of goal.

Asked if he was still too soft, Dzeko said:
“Yes, you all saw that today didn’t you!” He
added: “Joking aside, it wasn’t easy (against
Cagliari). We had a few chances, I missed
one in the opening half and then I made up
for it in the second. I was more clinical. “It
was an important win for us, but we have
to keep it going.”

Cagliari finished the match with 10 men,
substitute Joao Pedro given his marching
orders for a blatant kick on Kevin
Strootman. —AFP

Dzeko to the rescue as 

Roma stay in title hunt

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

Spain Copa del Rey

Deportivo Alaves v Alcorcon 21:15
BeIN SPORTS

Italian Cup 

Napoli v Fiorentina 22:45
BeIN SPORTS

African Nations Cup 2017

Morocco v Ivory Coast 22:00
BeIN SPORTS
Togo v Congo 22:00
BeIN SPORTS

ROME: Roma’s Radja Nainggolan, left, vies for the ball with Cagliari’s Marco Borriello
during a Serie A soccer match between Roma and Cagliari, at the Olympic stadium, in
Rome, Sunday. —AP

LONDON: In this Sunday photo, Hull City’s Ryan Mason, right, is injured during a header
with Chelsea’s Gary Cahill, left, during their English Premier League soccer match at
Stamford Bridge stadium in London. Hull midfielder Mason underwent surgery after frac-
turing his skull during a clash of heads during a Premier League match at Chelsea on
Sunday. — AP

ABU DHABI: India was pitted against
Kyrgyzstan, Myanmar and Macau when the
draw for the final round of qualifying for the
2019 AFC Asian Cup took place yesterday.

India, which like other Asian nations
has invested heavily in football in recent
years, is hoping to reach its first Asian
Cup finals since 2011. The final qualifying
round sees six groups of four battling it
out for the remaining 12 spots available.

The winner and runner-up from each
group will qualify for the finals, which are
held every four years. Australia are the cur-
rent holders. The 2019 tournament, which
takes place in the UAE, will be contested
for the first time by 24 teams. The current
format features only 16 nations. 
Qualifiers begin later this year on March 28.
The official logo for the tournament was
also unveiled prior to yesterday’s draw.
Group A: Kyrgyzstan, India, Myanmar,
Macau.
Group B: North Korea, Hong Kong,
Lebanon, Malaysia.  
Group C: Jordan, Vietnam, Afghanistan,
Cambodia 
Group D: Oman, Palestine, Maldives,
Bhutan.  

Group E: Bahrain, Turkmenistan, Taiwan,
Singapore 
Group F: Philippines, Tajikistan, Yemen,
Nepal. — AFP

Asian Cup 2019 draw pits

India against Kyrgyzstan

ABU DHABI: Shin Man Gil, Executive
Director AFC Competitions
Division, draws India during the
draw in Abu Dhabi for the final
round of qualifying for the 2019
AFC Asian Cup yesterday. — AFP
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FOXBOROUGH: New England Patriots wide receiver Chris Hogan (15) makes a touchdown reception during the first half of the AFC championship NFL football game against the Pittsburgh Steelers, Sunday in Foxborough, Mass. — AP

LOS ANGELES: Tom Brady led the New England Patriots
into the seventh Super Bowl of his career on Sunday
with a clinical 36-17 defeat of the Pittsburgh Steelers
after the Atlanta Falcons routed the Green Bay Packers
to reach the NFL showpiece.

Brady, 39, will now be chasing a record-equalling
fifth Super Bowl crown in Houston on February 5 after
throwing three touchdowns for 384 yards in a convinc-
ing defeat of the Steelers at Foxborough’s Gillette
Stadium.

Brady’s latest Super Bowl appearances comes a fully
15 years after he led the Patriots to victory over the St.
Louis Rams in the 2002 championship game.

“It’s incredible. The team showed a lot of mental
toughness over the course of the year,” added Brady,
who was suspended for the first four games of the
season over for  his  role in the long-running
‘Deflategate’ saga.

“I’m just happy for the team,” Brady added. “I know
we’re playing a great team in a couple of weeks, but it’d
be great to finish it off.”

Brady was at his deadly best on Sunday as the Bill
Belichick-coached Pats outsmarted the Steelers with a

series of clever plays which often left Pittsburgh’s
defense chasing shadows. After a field goal from
Stephen Gostkowski opened the scoring for New
England, Brady picked out wide open receiver Chris
Hogan for the first touchdown with a 16-yard pass.

The Steelers responded with a five-yard touchdown
run from DeAngelo Williams which reduced the deficit
but Brady found Hogan once again with a clever play-
fake that left the Patriots defender in acres of space to
make it 17-6.

Chris Boswell and Gostkowski traded field goals to
keep the score respectable but New England took full
control with two quick touchdowns in the third quarter
from running back LeGarrette Blount and receiver Julian
Edelman which propelled the hosts into a 33-9 lead.

Steelers quarterback Ben Roethlisberger endured a
frustrating evening, unable to get any change out of a
dominant Patriots defense until finding Cobi Hamilton
with a 30-yard pass for a consolation score late in the
fourth quarter.

Earlier Sunday, Matt Ryan led a dominant offensive
display as Atlanta crushed Green Bay 44-21 in their last
ever game at the Georgia Dome.

The Falcons surged into a 24-0 half-time lead after
overwhelming the Packers defense with their varied
running and passing game as Green Bay quarterback
Aaron Rodgers was never able to get going.

“We’ve got some more business at Houston in two
weeks,” Ryan said after the Falcons were presented the
NFC Championship trophy.

“We showed up. We did exactly what we’ve been
doing all year. It feels really good,” added Ryan, who
completed 27 out of 38 pass attempts for 392 yards and
four touchdowns.

Green Bay star Rodgers said Atlanta had just been
too good. “We played a hot team. You’ve got to give
them credit,” Rodgers said. 

“Matt is playing incredible right now, and that’s a
very good offense.” Rodgers was left frustrated as the
Packers squandered vital early scoring opportunities
through a missed Mason Crosby field goal and a fumble
from Aaron Ripkowski near the Atlanta line with a
touchdown begging.

“I feel like we hurt ourselves in the first half more
than they really stopped us,” Rodgers said. The Falcons
meanwhile looked threatening whenever they ventured

into Green Bay territory.
Mohamed Sanu scored the opening touchdown

from a flipped shovel pass from Ryan before the Atlanta
quarterback grabbed his team’s second six-pointer with
a 14-yard run into the end zone.

Ryan punished a Rodgers interception with a pass to
find Julio Jones from five yards, leaving the Falcons 24-0
ahead at the break.

Jones then galloped away for a 73-yard touchdown
in the opening minutes of the third quarter to put
Atlanta 31-0 ahead.

Further Atlanta touchdowns came from Devonta
Freeman and Tevin Coleman and although Green Bay
attempted to give the scoreline some respectability
with touchdowns from Jordy Nelson, Davante Adams,
and Jared Cook, the result was never in doubt.

Ryan said the Falcons had been determined not to
let up on Green Bay despite building their massive first
half lead.

“We knew going in against Green Bay and going
against Aaron (Rodgers) it’s never over,” Ryan said. “He’s
such a great player. We just kept at them the entire four
quarters. I’m proud of the way we competed.” — AFP

Falcons, Patriots to clash in Super Bowl 

LONDON: Referee Jonathan Moss, centre left, sends Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger,
centre right, to the stands during their game against Burnley, during their English
Premier League soccer match at The Emirates Stadium in London, Sunday. — AP

LONDON: Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger
was charged with misconduct by England’s
governing Football Association yesterday
after an alleged altercation with the fourth
official during Sunday’s 2-1 Premier League
win over Burnley.

The veteran French boss was dismissed
from his technical area by referee Jon Moss
after being angered by the award of a stop-
page-time penalty to Burnley, having alleged-
ly verbally abused fourth official Anthony
Taylor.  Wenger, 67, then tried to watch the
closing minutes of the match in the tunnel at
north London club Arsenal’s Emirates Stadium
and television pictures then showed him
pushing Taylor when asked to move back.
Arsenal eventually won the match 2-1 after
Alexis Sanchez scored an even later stoppage-
time penalty following Andre Gray’s spot-kick
equaliser that cancelled out Shkodran
Mustafi’s opening goal for the title-chasing
Gunners.  Wenger, Arsenal’s manager since
1996, apologised for his behaviour after the
match but that did not prevent him being

charged by the FA on Monday.  “Arsene
Wenger has been charged for misconduct fol-
lowing Arsenal’s game against Burnley on
Sunday (22 January 2017),” said a statement
issued by the FA.  “It is alleged that in or
around the 92nd minute, he used abusive
and/or insulting words towards the fourth
official. “It is further alleged that following his
dismissal from the technical area, his behav-
iour in remaining in the tunnel area and mak-
ing physical contact with the fourth official
amounted to improper conduct.  “He has until
6:00pm (1800 GMT) on 26 January 2017 to
respond to the charge.”

‘NOTHING BAD’ 
Following the victory, which saw Arsenal

move up into second place in the Premier
League, Wenger expressed “regret” for his
behaviour.  Asked in particular about televi-
sion pictures that showed him pushing Taylor,
Wenger replied: “I regret everything. I should
have shut up, gone in and go home. I apolo-
gise for that. “I was sent to the stands. I didn’t

know if I was sent to the stands but I was sent
out. I thought I could watch it from the corri-
dor, you know. I went inside and watched it
on television.

“Look, it was nothing bad. I said something
that you hear every day in football. Overall
nine times out of 10 you are not sent to the
stand for that.  “If I am, I am (suspended), and I
should have shut up completely. I was quite
calm the whole game, more than usual, but
just (not) in the last two or three minutes.”

Wenger, who faces the prospect of a fine
and a touchline ban, was not the only mem-
ber of the Arsenal set-up in disciplinary trou-
ble on Sunday.  Gunners midfielder Granit
Xhaka was sent off for a reckless lunge on
Steven Defour that left Arsenal a man down
for the final 25 minutes against Burnley.  It
was the ninth time the Swiss international has
been sent off for club and country since 2014.

Xhaka, having already been shown a red
card while on Arsenal duty against Swansea
earlier this season, will now miss the Gunners’
next four games through suspension. — AFP

Wenger hit with misconduct charge 
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KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) reported
net profits of KD 295.2 million ($964.5 million) for
the year 2016 compared with KD 282.2 million
($921.9 million) in 2015, growing 4.6 percent year-
on-year. The net profit in 2015 included an account-
ing gain in respect of the Group exiting its invest-
ment in International Bank of Qatar (IBQ). When
compared to adjusted net profit for the year 2015,
net profits in 2016 grew by 11.2 percent.

Total assets as of year-end 2016 reached KD 24.2
billion ($79.1 billion) up 2.6 percent compared to
year-end 2015, while total shareholders' equity
increased by 4.3 percent to KD 2.7 billion ($8.9 bil-
lion). Customer loans and advances reached KD 13.6
billion ($44.5 billion) as of year-end 2016, marginally
up last year's levels mainly due to larger-than-usual
loan settlements as well as currency devaluation in
Egypt. Customer deposits grew by 4.6 percent year-
on-year to reach KD 12.6 billion ($41.2 billion) as of
year-end 2016. It is noteworthy that the free floata-
tion of the Egyptian currency in November 2016
resulted in a decline in the value of assets and liabili-
ties of NBK Egypt (NBKE) when converted to Kuwaiti
dinars for Group consolidation purposes.

NBK continued to improve its asset quality ratios
with NPL/Gross Loans ratio dropping to 1.28 per-
cent as of year-end 2016 down from 1.34 percent a
year earlier, and NPL coverage ratio increasing to
365 percent, up from 322 percent at year-end 2015.

Total impairment charges amounted to KD 152.3
million ($497.7 million) during the year, down from
KD 164.4 million ($537.2 million) in 2015.  NBK Board
of Directors has proposed the distribution of 30 fils
per share cash dividend, representing 30 percent of
the nominal share value. The board has also pro-
posed the distribution of a 5 percent bonus shares
(5 shares for every 100 shares) for the year 2016.

Nasser Al-Sayer, NBK Group Chairman said "NBK
continued delivering solid growth and healthy per-
formance in 2016. Net profits in 2016 reached KD
295.2 million, 4.6 percent year-on-year growth.
Adjusting for the exceptional gains from exiting the
Group's investment in IBQ, net profits grew by 11.2
percent year-on-year. This is a testimony to NBK's
strong financial position, its market leadership and
the successful conservative strategy that the Bank
has adopted since its founding in 1952". 

"On similarly adjusted basis, the Group's net
operating income grew by 5.4 percent year-on-
year to KD 745.3 million ($2,435.3 million), primari-
ly driven by higher net interest income and thus
confirming NBK's strong domestic and regional
market positions and focus on core banking
income," Al Sayer added. 

NBK has always held a leading position in the
Kuwaiti market across all business segments. In
2016, in parallel with the pickup in business activi-
ty as the Government continues to award and exe-
cute mega projects, NBK played a major role in
financing such transactions. "With the size of our
balance sheet, regional & international presence
and relationships, we proved to be the largest ben-
eficiary of the growing government expenditure,
leveraging the high growth opportunity in the
project finance business," Al-Sayer highlighted.

Al-Sayer also added that "The government has
declared several times its intent to continue with
its development plan despite declining oil prices.
The ability of the government to finance projects
is not in question, thanks to the sizeable reserves
and ample liquidity which keeps Kuwait in a bet-
ter position than neighboring countries." 

Isam Al-Sager, NBK's Group Chief Executive
Officer said; the solid results of NBK confirm the
Bank's resilience and its ability to continue to
grow and progress. "We continue to emphasize on
the Group's strategy focusing on market leader-
ship domestically and strong positioning regional-

ly, all serving our efforts for better diversification
and balancing of our sources of income".

"Domestically, NBK continues to defend its
market share in Kuwait, leveraging growth
opportunities in all business segments. The
acquisition of a 58.4 percent stake in Boubyan
Bank in 2012 was a long term strategic move by
NBK to strengthen its domestic market position.
The Group continued to foresee very positive
momentum at Boubyan Bank, with the sub-
sidiary delivering around 13 percent of the

Group's profits in 2016."
Al-Sager also added that in 2016, International

operations delivered a solid and sound financial
performance, increased its contribution to NBK
Group's total profits, and continued to support
the diversification of income sources and the
funding base of the Group. NBK Group generated
32 percent of the year's profits from its branches,
associates and subsidiaries outside Kuwait affirm-
ing the banks' successful strategy of regional and
international diversification. 

Al-Sager also highlighted that the Egyptian mar-
ket remains a key market for the growth of NBK on
the back of improving business sentiment and polit-
ical stability. "NBK Egypt (NBKE) in 2016 achieved
remarkable growth following the transformation
strategy implemented since the beginning of 2015.
This growth helped the bank offset the drop in the
value of the Egyptian pound following the recent
currency free floatation. NBKE is expected to contin-
ue to grow positively benefiting from the country's
economic reform program. Nonetheless, the group
will continue to closely monitor the dynamic eco-
nomic situation until the recovery is more
anchored". 

During 2016, NBK increased its capital base
through a 6.5 percent rights issue. The issuance is in
line with the bank's plans to maintain healthy capi-
talization ratios following the implementation of
Basel III and the regulations of the Central Bank of
Kuwait (CBK) in this regards. Also, this increase will
allow the bank to continue capturing growth
opportunities, especially in Kuwait as the govern-
ment's capital spending plan remains intact and as
NBK continues to be the market leader in the proj-
ect finance segment. As of end-December 2016,
NBK's capital adequacy ratio (CAR) reached 17.7 per-
cent comfortably exceeding regulatory require-
ments.

NBK continues to enjoy collectively one of the
highest ratings among all banks in the Middle East
from the three international rating agencies
Moody's, Fitch Ratings and Standard and Poor's. The
Bank's ratings are supported by its high capitaliza-
tion, prudent lending policies, and its disciplined
approach to risk management, in addition to its
highly recognized and very stable management
team. NBK was also named among Global Finance's
list of the 50 safest banks in the world for the
eleventh consecutive time and was awarded as the
Best Bank in Kuwait in 2016 by the Banker,
Euromoney and Global Finance.

NBK enjoys the widest banking presence with a
local and international network reaching 4 conti-
nents. NBK's international presence spans many of
the world's leading financial centers including New
York, Europe, GCC, Middle East, Singapore as well as
China (Shanghai). 

NBK reports net profits of KD 295.2m for 2016 
Total assets grew by 2.6% YoY to KD 24.2bn • Net profits grew 4.6% YoY

• Al-Sayer: NBK continues delivering strong performance reflecting the strength of its financial position, its strong asset quality and conser-
vative strategy

• FY 2016 profits primarily reflect strong core banking activity
• NBK led the financing of several mega projects affirming the Bank's capabilities and expertise in arranging such large transactions
• Al-Sager: NBK continues strengthening its market leadership position and affirming its strategy of income diversification both domestical-

ly and regionally
• Customer loans and advances reached KD 13.6 billion marginally up from last year while customer deposits reached KD 12.6 billion, up

4.6% YoY
• NPL ratio declined to 1.28% and NPL coverage reached 365%
• The Board has proposed cash dividends of 30 fils per share and 5% bonus shares

Highlights

NBK Group Chairman Nasser Al-Sayer NBK's Group CEO Isam Al-Sager
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DUBAI: Emirates is to start flying to the
United States with a stop for passengers in
Greece, its second so-called fifth freedom
flight and a move that could anger US
competitors who accuse it of competing
unfairly through state subsidies.

The world’s largest long-haul airline said
yesterday it would start daily flights to New
Jersey’s Newark Liberty International Airport
via Athens on March 12.

Dubai-based Emirates already operates
four daily flights to John F. Kennedy
International Airport in New York, with a
stop off in Milan. Fifth freedom rights
allow an airline to fly between foreign
countries as a part of services to and from
its home country. Delta and other US air-
lines have accused major Gulf carriers-
Emirates, Abu Dhabi’s Etihad Airways and
Qatar Airways - of receiving tens of billions
of dollars in unfair subsidies, and urged
the former Obama Administration to halt
the Open Skies agreement. The Gulf carri-
ers deny the allegations.

The Obama Administration ultimately
declined to take action against the Gulf
carriers who are owned by governments

of Middle East allies Qatar and the United
Arab Emirates. US airline lobby group
Open & Fair Skies has said its optimistic
the new administration of President
Donald Trump would “enforce our trade
agreements and fight for American jobs”.

“We look forward to briefing President-
elect Donald Trump and his new adminis-
tration on the massive, unfair subsidies
that the UAE and Qatar give to their state-
owned Gulf carriers,” said Jill Zuckman,
chief spokesperson for the Partnership for
Open and Fair Skies, on Nov. 9. The lobby
group is likely to put pressure on authori-
ties to stop the Dubai-Athens-Newark
route before it starts, said Will Horton, sen-
ior analyst at CAPA - Centre for Aviation.

However, the US carriers will have a
hard time arguing that the Emirates
flight is damaging given that US carriers
do not fly to Greece year-round, Horton
said in emailed comments. Emirates
President Tim Clark said the Greek gov-
ernment approached the airline “some
time ago” to start a flight between
Athens and New York, according to an
airline statement. — Reuters 

EXCHANGE RATES

Al-Muzaini Exchange Co.

ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.670
Indian Rupees 4.494
Pakistani Rupees 2.919
Srilankan Rupees 2.043
Nepali Rupees 2.810
Singapore Dollar 215.490
Hongkong Dollar 39.446
Bangladesh Taka 3.865
Philippine Peso 6.144
Thai Baht 8.687

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 81.654
Qatari Riyal 84.101
ani Riyal 795.218
Bahraini Dinar 813.070
UAE Dirham 83.367

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 19.350
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 16.259
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.229
Tunisian Dinar 134.510
Jordanian Dinar 431.200
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.040
Syrian Lira 2.182
Morocco Dirham 31.003

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 306.000
Euro 329.560
Sterling Pound 380.360
Canadian dollar 230.770
Turkish lira 81.760

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

BAHRAIN EXCHANGE COMPANY WLL

Swiss Franc 307.230
Australian Dollar 232.870
US Dollar Buying 304.800

GOLD
20 Gram 247.740
10 Gram 126.790
5 Gram 64.240

Rate for Transfer Selling Rate
US Dollar 305.650
Canadian Dolla 230.220
Sterling Pound 379.810
Euro 328.770
Swiss Frank 306.490
Bahrain Dinar 810.255
UAE Dirhams 83.610
Qatari Riyals 84.830
Saudi Riyals 82.435
Jordanian Dinar 432.270
Egyptian Pound 16.511
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.040
Indian Rupees 4.489
Pakistani Rupees 2.915
Bangladesh Taka 3.871
Philippines Pesso 6.138
Cyprus pound 167.850
Japanese Yen 3.665
Syrian Pound 2.425
Nepalese Rupees 3.800
Malaysian Ringgit 69.600

BASRA: Iraq expects to more than triple
exports of liquefied petroleum gas, and to
double exports of gas condensates in 2017
as it  collects more of these fuels at its
southern oilfields, the head of the state-run
South Gas Company said. LPG exports are
set to increase to 100,000 tons this year,
from 30,000 tons in 2016, South Gas direc-
tor general Ihsan Abdul Jabbar said in an
interview with Reuters on Sunday.

Gas condensate exports are set to rise to
400,000 cubic metres this  year,  from
200,000 cubic metres in 2016, he said,
speaking at the company’s headquarters in
Basra, southern Iraq. He gave no figures for
the value of  the expor ts.  I raq star ted
exporting gas liquids, processed by the
Basrah Gas Company,  a  joint venture
between South Gas, Shell and Mitsubishi,

last year. Abdul Jabbar is also chairman of
Basrah Gas. The company collects gas asso-
ciated with oil  produced from fields in
southern Iraq, processing it into fuel for
power plants, cooking gas and liquids for
exports. Basrah Gas will be able to capture
more associated gas as the government has
resumed payments to the company for the
fuel purchased to supply the local market,
Abdul Jabbar said.

The government payments will allow the
company to invest in expanding its gas cap-
ture and processing capacity, using more of
the gas that is currently being flared. The
Iraqi government, which relies almost exclu-
sively on oil income, has struggled to pay its
bills since crude prices dropped in 2014, the
same year Islamic State militants seized a
third of the country’s territory. — Reuter

CURRENCY BUY SELL
Europe

British Pound 0.372786 0.382785
Czech Korune 0.004111 0.016111
Danish Krone 0.039972 0.044972
Euro 0. 322801 0.331801
Norwegian Krone 0.032405 0.037605
Romanian Leu 0.084806 0.084806
Slovakia 0.009174 0.019174
Swedish Krona 0.030385 0.035385
Swiss Franc 0.299606 0.310606
Turkish Lira 0.077162 0.087462

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.223417 0.235417
New Zealand Dollar 0.213816 0.223316

America
Canadian Dollar 0.224376 0.233376
Georgina Lari 0.138207 0.138207
US Dollars 0.301900 0.306300
US Dollars Mint 0.302400 0.306300

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003667 0.004251
Chinese Yuan 0.043135 0.046635
Hong Kong Dollar 0.037388 0.040118
Indian Rupee 0.002832 0.005512

Indonesian Rupiah 0.000018 0.000024
Japanese Yen 0.002594 0.002774
Kenyan Shilling 0.003003 0.003003
Korean Won 0.000250 0.000265
Malaysian Ringgit 0.065229 0.071229
Nepalese Rupee 0.003146 0.003316
Pakistan Rupee 0.002762 0.003052
Philippine Peso 0.006059 0.006359
Sierra Leone 0.000068 0.000074
Singapore Dollar 0.209238 0.219238
South African Rand 0.016289 0.024789
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001696 0.002276
Taiwan 0.009670 0.009850
Thai Baht 0.008332 0.008882

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.805100 0.813600
Egyptian Pound 0.013197 0.022450
Iranian Riyal 0.000085 0.000086
Iraqi Dinar 0.000182 0.000242
Jordanian Dinar 0.426542 0.435542
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000148 0.000248
Moroccan Dirhams 0.020137 0.044137
Nigerian Naira 0.001268 0.001903
Omani Riyal 0.788384 0.794064
Qatar Riyal 0.083239 0.084689
Saudi Riyal 0.080513 0.081813
Syrian Pound 0.001298 0.001518
Tunisian Dinar 0.129493 0.137493
Turkish Lira 0.077162 0.087462
UAE Dirhams 0.081888 0.083588
Yemeni Riyal 0.000995 0.001075

Chinese Yuan Renminbi 44.870
Thai Bhat 9.625
Turkish Lira 81.470

KUWAIT: Boubyan Bank achieved net profit
growth rate of 17 percent, recording a net
profit of KD 41 million for the year ended 31
December 2016 with an EPS of 17.8 fils com-
pared with 16.3 fils for 2015. The Board has
recommended the distribution of cash divi-
dends of 6 percent per nominal share value (ie,
6 fils per share) and 5 percent in bonus shares
(ie, 5 shares per 100 shares). Mahmoud Yousef
Al-Fulaij, the Chairman, stated that the Bank’s
profit rate growth over the past years  con-
firms the success of the strategy set by the
Bank in 2010 that placed it among the best
Islamic banks in Kuwait and the region.

“Despite the economic and geopolitical cir-
cumstances surrounding the region, the Bank
managed to overcome such obstacles in order
to maintain the same profit growth rates
achieved over the past years.”, he further
added. Al-Fulaij further thanked the share-
holders and customers for their confidence in
Boubyan Bank and their support over the past
years where they contributed, after Allah’s
Grace, to the achievement of such growth
rates together with the Bank’s human
resources which contributed to such success.

Growth of All Main Indicators
On the other hand, Adel Abdul Wahab Al-

Majed, the Bank’s Vice Chairman and CEO, stat-
ed that all of the Bank’s key performance indi-
cators shows that the Bank witnessed a
remarkable growth during 2016, where the
total assets increased to KD 3.5 billion at a
growth rate of 11 percent while the opera-
tional revenues increased to reach KD 103 mil-
lion at a growth rate of 13 percent in addition
to the increase in customers’ deposits by 23
percent, amounting to KD 2.9 billion.

He further added that the total equity of
the bank increased to         KD 345 million com-
pared with KD 318 million last year and that

there was a notable increase in the financing
portfolio to KD 2.5 billion with a growth rate of
16 percent in addition to the continuous
growth in the bank’s customers’ base. Al-Majed
stated as well that the market share, in financ-
ing, increased to approximately 7.2 percent,
while the share of the retail finance increased
significantly  to approximately 10.3 percent.

Capital Enhancement Sukuk
Thanks to God, during 2016, the Bank suc-

cessfully issued capital enhancement sukuk
locally and internationally which was oversub-
scribed by more than 5 times the targeted
amount ($250 million), reaching $1.3 billion,
which was priced at 100 percent and bearing a
profit rate of 6.75 percent.

“The success of  the sukuk issuance which
aims at enhancing the capital base via Tier 1
capital instruments reflects the trust of local and
international investors in the future of Boubyan
Bank in light of the Bank’s achievements over

the past years and its successes which encour-
aged such investors.’, Al-Majed added.

15 percent Growth Rate of 
Corporate Credit Portfolio

On the other hand, Al-Majed stated that the
Corporate Banking Group maintained strong
relationships with a number of active national
companies and that the group also targets
medium and large sized companies at various
productive economic sectors in order to provide
the best banking service.

“The Corporate Banking Group achieved an
outstanding growth rate of 15 percent in the
credit portfolio during 2016. This was achieved
by attracting a number of operational compa-
nies known for their financial and economic
creditworthiness while continuing to maintain
the highest standards of credit quality, analysis
and diversifying risks.”, Al-Majed stated.

Al-Majed explained that the growth rates in
2016 were achieved through diversification of

financing amongst various economic sectors,
while giving preference to oil, services and real
estate investment sectors, maintaining the qual-
ity of assets and adhering to the highest bank-
ing security standards.

Expansion of Branches & 
Technology Services

On the other hand, Al-Majed stressed the
continuity of the Bank’s plans to expand in the
local market by opening new branches which
have now reached 37 branches compared with
15 branches only 5 years ago.

He went on to add: “In line with our domestic
geographical expansion to be closer to our
clients, we are continuing our investment in
services and e-banking products which placed
us ahead of other local banks. We are doing that
in order to cater for the needs of our clients.” Al-
Majed also stated that the Bank received the
Best Islamic Bank in Kuwait Award from Global
Finance in the field of digital banking services
for the second year in a row. He also said that
winning this award was a continuity to receiving
many other awards such as the Best Islamic
Bank in Kuwait Award from Global Finance in
light of the Bank’s achievements in 2015 such as
the increase in profitability and market share.

Al-Majed went on to add: “The bank man-
aged to establish itself as one of the best institu-
tions in the Kuwaiti private sector in the field of
customer service, evidenced by continuing to
receive the first place award, for the sixth year in
a row atop all Islamic Banks in customer service
from Service Hero, the international consumer-
driven customer satisfaction index.” 

The Bank further excelled in the field of
nationalization by winning the Best Private
Sector Institution, for the second year in a row,
in the field of manpower nationalization by the
GCC, He further stated: “This kind of awards
once more reiterates our bank’s superb compet-
itive abilities, and its ability to provide its cus-
tomers with the highest levels of services and
the best products customers may seek, whether
they are existing customers or potential cus-
tomers targeted in the Kuwaiti market.”
“Customer service has always been our recipe
for success, as we have always taken into
account that all our customers are special and
that they deserve the best because meeting
their aspirations and ambitions should be up to
the level of their expectations when they chose
us. In other words, by choosing us, customers
should be rewarded with special care and atten-
tion,” Al-Majed concluded. 

Boubyan Bank reports net profit of KD 41m 
Net profit grows 17% in 2016, with an EPS of 17.8fils

Mahmoud Yousef Al-Fulaij Adel Abdul Wahab Al-Majed 

LONDON: The number of rigs drilling for oil and
gas in the United States has recorded the largest
one-week increase for over five years, confirm-
ing a rapid upturn is now underway.

The number of active oil and gas rigs jumped
by 35 to 694 last week, according to oilfield serv-
ices company Baker Hughes. Some of the
increase may have been due to catch-up effects
since the rig count unexpectedly declined by six
the previous week. The average across the two
weeks was in line with the recent trend.

But there is no denying a rapid and sustained
upturn is now underway which could pose chal-
lenges for the Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries and for shale drillers them-
selves. The total number of rigs drilling for oil
and gas has risen by 290, or more than 70 per-
cent, from its cyclical low point at the end of
May 2016. The number of rigs targeting oil-bear-
ing formations has risen by 235, or nearly 75 per-
cent, from the cycle low at end-May. Rigs target-
ing primarily gas-bearing formations have also
rebounded by 61, or 75 percent, from a own low

in late August. The number of rigs drilling for oil
has risen year-on-year for the first time since
January 2015, while the number of gas rigs is up
year-on-year for the first time since February
2011.  The rising rig count should ensure US oil
and gas production starts to increase again in
2017. The production increase is likely to be even
greater than the raw rig count suggests because
drillers have become increasingly efficient. Rigs
are boring faster than before and drilling longer
horizontal sections to recover more oil and gas
from each well. Massive fracturing operations
employing more water, more sand and more
horsepower for pressure pumping are boosting
initial production and ultimate recovery rates.
But the increase in output threatens to snuff out
the rise in oil and gas prices which caused the
drilling rebound in the first place.

LAZARUS
US shale producers will be adding extra bar-

rels at the same time when OPEC and non-OPEC
countries are reducing their own output in an

LONDON: Oil prices fell one percent yesterday
as signs of a strong recovery in US oil drilling
activity outweighed news that OPEC and non-
OPEC producers were on track to meet output
reduction goals set in December.

Global benchmark Brent crude prices
were down 53 cents to $54.96 a barrel at
1026 GMT, while US West Texas
Intermediate (WTI) crude futures traded at
$52.61 a barrel, down 61 cents, or 1.1 per-
cent, on Friday’s close. Ministers represent-
ing members of the Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) and
non-OPEC producers said at a meeting on
Sunday that of almost 1.8 million barrels per
day (bpd) they had agreed to be taken out
of the market, 1.5 million bpd had already
gone. “A lot of this is already priced in and

the US rig count keeps rising and gathering
pace,” said Carsten Fritsch, commodities
analyst at Commerzbank in Frankfurt. US
drillers added most rigs in nearly four years
last week, data from energy services firm
Baker Hughes showed on Friday.

This extends an eight-month drilling
recovery and is supporting signs that US
production will continue to rise strongly just
as other producers are cutting output.
“Baker Hughes said that 35 new rigs were
activated last week, fuelling fears of a signifi-
cant rise in US production which would off-
set the reduction by OPEC - and making a
mockery of the Saudis’ claim that they had
managed to break the US  shale drillers,” said
Ashley Kelty, research analyst at Cenkos
Securities. —Reuters

US shale oil and gas sector 
surges back to life: Report

Emirates to start flying 
to Newark via Athens

Oil falls as US output rise 
overshadows OPEC cuts

attempt to drain excess inventories. The threat
from shale is one reason senior OPEC and non-
OPEC policymakers want to keep their options
open about whether the extend the current six-
month production cutting deal.

Like the biblical story of Lazarus, who was
raised from the dead, OPEC and non-OPEC oil
exporters have helped bring the moribund US
shale sector back to life. The US shale sector
showed tentative signs of recovering even
before OPEC announced its production deal
thanks to a big improvement in efficiency and
cost reduction efforts. But the surge in oil prices
as a result of the OPEC and non-OPEC production
cuts has given shale drillers more confidence and
more cash flow.

US domestic gas prices have also been rising
fairly consistently since the first quarter of 2016
which has encouraged producers to add more
rigs. In pushing for OPEC and non-OPEC produc-
tion cuts, Saudi Arabia gambled that the cuts
could drain excess inventories before shale pro-
duction ramps up and starts adding extra barrels
to the global supply picture. Saudi policymakers
have also gambled a limited rise in prices will
only cause a limited resurgence in shale output
and this can be absorbed by the market thanks
to demand growth. If US shale production shows
signs of growing too rapidly, the current OPEC
and non-OPEC deals are unlikely to be extended.

Saudi Arabia and other major oil exporters
will likely revert to a strategy of defending mar-
ket share by increasing their own production. In
the US gas market, too, the sustained increase in
drilling will stem the decline in production and
arrest the rapid drawdown in gas stocks evident
in 2016. And the big increase in oil drilling will
also add to the supply of gas since most oil wells
will also produce some associated or casinghead
gas. The number of active rigs seems set to
increase even further in the next few months as
shale producers shift from a focus on conserving
cash to growing output. Shale producers are
planning a big increase in their drilling budgets
for 2017, according to an analysis of capital plans
published by the Wall Street Journal. But therein
lies the risk for US shale producers because if oil
and gas output rises too fast it will send prices
tumbling lower again. — Reuters

Iraq plans to triple gas liquids 
exports from southern oilfields
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DUBAI: A plunge in Saudi Arabia’s inflation
rate, to its lowest level in more than 10 years, is
good news for the kingdom’s efforts to reduce
a huge state budget deficit without stifling
economic growth.

Annual consumer price inflation slowed to
1.7 percent in December from 2.3 percent in
November, the Central Department of Statistics
reported yesterday. On a month-on-month basis
inflation was negative, with prices dropping 0.5
percent. Much of the decline was due to lower
food prices, which fell 4.3 percent from a year
earlier. The desert kingdom imports many basic
foods; its costs were reduced by soft global food
prices and the Saudi riyal’s peg to the US dollar,
which has been strong globally.

Riyadh hiked domestic fuel and utility prices
in December 2015 to cut a $98 billion budget
deficit produced by low oil prices. That caused
inflation to almost double in the following
month to 4.3 percent, its highest level since
2012, squeezing the incomes of Saudi con-
sumers and slowing the economy further. The
leap in inflation threatened a political backlash
which could have made the government more
cautious about introducing additional austerity
measures. The latest data suggests that threat
has largely subsided.

“In the first half of last year, inflation caused a
considerable erosion of household incomes and
people’s ability to pay for things - the data shows
this has eased,” said Jason Tuvey, Middle East
analyst at London-based Capital Economics.

The data is also positive because it shows the
economy has been flexible enough to absorb
the fuel and utility price hikes of December 2015
without a self-sustaining spiral of higher infla-
tion spreading into other sectors. That is positive
for the government because Riyadh plans
another round of fuel and utility price rises
around the middle of this year, after it has intro-
duced a program to compensate poorer Saudis
for the impact on their living standards.

The data does contain some areas of concern
for Saudi policy makers, however. Tuvey said it
appeared inflation fell so sharply partly because
Saudi companies were forced to slash their
prices to compete as the economy weakened. A
cash-strapped private sector may not be able to
afford the new investments which the govern-
ment wants to see creating jobs outside the oil
sector. Also, Riyadh plans to introduce a 5 per-
cent value-added tax (VAT) next year to shrink
its deficit further. While inflation could fall a little
further early this year, it is likely to bounce back
above 4.0 percent in response to VAT, Tuvey said. 

Infrastructure projects
Meanwhile, Saudi Arabian authorities have

announced three public transport projects in the
port city of Jeddah, a sign that a freeze on new

infrastructure work in the kingdom may be eas-
ing as the government slows its austerity drive.

The projects are a tram line along Jeddah’s
northern corniche, a marine taxi service and a
bridge linking two of the city’s neighborhoods,
the Saudi Gazette reported yesterday quoting an
official statement. 

The projects are open to participation of the
private sector, the statement said, reflecting a
new effort by the government to save money by
persuading private investors to share the finan-
cial burden of building infrastructure. The state-
ment did not give a value for the projects or
reveal other details.

Few new projects were announced in the
kingdom last year as the government, its
finances strained by low oil prices, clamped
down on spending. This year, oil prices are about
$10 a barrel higher than last year’s average and
with the government’s deficit projected to nar-
row, the 2017 state budget is slightly less austere.

Spending on infrastructure and transport is slat-
ed to rise 39 percent from last year’s actual level.

Prince Khaled Al-Faisal, governor of the
Makkah region, stressed in the statement that
public transport projects in the area were crucial
to meet the government’s goal of sharply increas-
ing the number of foreign pilgrims visiting
Makkah. A study by consultants Faithful+Gould,
released last week, estimated project awards by
the government would total $27 billion this year,
compared with about $20 billion last year and
$35.5 billion in 2015. This year’s total could hit $32
billion if a project to build a metro system in the
city of Makkah, which was originally expected to
be awarded in 2016, goes through this year, the
consultants said.

At the same time, at least $13.3 billion of oth-
er Saudi state projects are at risk of being can-
celled this year as the government responds to
financial pressures and changing priorities, the
study added. — Reuters

DUBAI: Saudi Arabia outperformed other
Gulf stock markets yesterday as several
major stocks bounced after poor earnings
earlier this week, while a bull run in Kuwait
slowed and Egypt rebounded sharply from
a slide triggered by tax fears.

The Saudi index rose 1.7 percent in the
highest trading volume since Jan. 2. Food
maker Savola, which had dropped 2.0 per-
cent on Sunday after reporting a shock
fourth-quarter loss, jumped 5.4 percent.
The company’s earnings were squeezed in
part by tough price competition in a slow-
ing Saudi economy, but the stock’s
rebound suggested many investors were
looking forward to a stronger non-oil econ-
omy this year as Riyadh delays new austeri-
ty steps. Banks also gained after some
dropped this week on disappointing
fourth-quarter earnings. Saudi British Bank
surged 6.5 percent. 

The Kuwaiti index, which rose 15.6 per-
cent between the end of last year and
Sunday, added a further 0.6 percent yester-
day in the highest trading volume since
mid-2013.

National Bank of Kuwait (NBK), the
biggest bank, climbed 2.9 percent; it
extended its gains in the final minutes of
trade after posting a 40 percent rise in
fourth-quarter net profit to KD75.9 million
($248.9 million). EFG Hermes had forecast a

profit of KD69.2 million. Logistics giant
Agility, which has yet to report quarterly
earnings, surged 5.8 percent.

Eight of the 10 most heavily traded
Kuwaiti stocks fell and none rose, however,
a sign of increasing profit-taking pressure
that could conceivably bring the bull run to
an end.

In Dubai, the index fell 0.3 percent as
Shuaa Capital pulled back 9.8 percent after
a two-week rally.  Trading volume in the
stock was the highest since last September.
Abu Dhabi dropped 0.9 percent as banks
slipped. Qatar edged down 0.1 percent but
Doha Bank rose 2.5 percent.

The bank reported an 84.8 percent
decline in fourth-quarter net profit to 35
million riyals ($9.6 million); three analysts
polled by Reuters had forecast on average
the bank would make a quarterly net profit
of 215.58 million riyals. But Doha Bank also
said its board was recommending a cash
dividend of 3 riyals per share for 2016, the
same level as in 2015. 

Egypt’s share market index rebounded
2.2 percent after dropping 4.6 percent in
the two previous days, after Reuters report-
ed authorities were considering temporari-
ly reintroducing a stamp duty charge on
stock market transactions. Commercial
International Bank, the largest bank,
climbed 3.5 percent. —  Reuters

Saudi inflation plunge aids 
govt in fight to tame deficit

Kingdom announces three infrastructure projects

Kuwait bull run slows,
Saudi shines in region 

MIDEAST STOCK MARKETS

BANJUL: A man counts Dalasi, currency of The Gambia, in Banjul yesterday. The
Gambia yesterday awaited the arrival of President Adama Barrow as his team
said former strongman Yahya Jammeh plundered the nation’s coffers before
going into exile.  — AFP

NEW YORK: McDonald’s is trying stage a
comeback, but still has plenty of work to do in
its flagship US market. The world’s biggest
burger chain said US sales dipped 1.3 percent
at established locations for the final three
months of 2016. Its performance was better
overseas, and the sales figure rose globally.

The Oak Brook, Illinois company attributed
the sales decline at home to a tough compari-
son from the year-ago period, when it intro-
duced an all-day breakfast menu. The results
nevertheless underscore the hurdles
McDonald’s faces in its push to revitalize its
image while facing broader industry chal-
lenges, including supermarkets and conven-
ience stores selling more prepared foods and
cheaper groceries encouraging people to eat
at home. Earlier this month, The NPD Group
said it expects customer traffic for the restau-
rant industry to remain “stalled” this year, as it
was in 2016.

McDonald’s isn’t alone in struggling to
attract more customers. Starbucks CEO
Howard Schultz has said the retail landscape
would undergo a “seismic” change as people
do more of their shopping online, leading to
less foot traffic in general. The coffee chain’s
transactions at established US locations
slipped by 1 percent in the previous quarter.
McDonald’s, meanwhile, has conceded that it
failed to keep up with changing tastes and
that it’s speeding up efforts to transform into a

“modern, progressive burger company.” It
recently introduced its Big Mac in different
sizes, for instance, and has been testing fresh
beef for some of its burgers.

Heading into 2017, McDonald’s said it
would focus on growing customer traffic. The
US sales decline for the end of 2016 snaps a
streak of five quarters of increases. But those
increases could have been the result of higher
prices or people ordering different menu
items.  For all of 2016, McDonald’s saw guest
counts decline 2.1 percent at established loca-
tions, according to a regulatory filing.

That marks the fourth straight year of
declining guest counts at home. The company
also trimmed its US store base for the second
year in a row after decades of expansion, end-
ing the year with 14,155 locations. David
Palmer, an RBC Capital Markets analyst, said
US sales trends may improve for McDonald’s
this year as it rolls out more changes like the
different Big Mac sizes and value deals that
can help draw customers.

Globally, McDonald’s expanded its foot-
print and had 36,899 locations at year’s end.
The company said its International Lead unit,
which includes the United Kingdom, saw sales
rise 2.8 percent at established locations. The
High Growth unit, which includes China, saw
sales increase 4.7 percent. Sales at established
locations for the Foundational segment, which
includes Japan, rose 11.1 percent. — AP

McDonald’s sales dip in US, 
underscoring challenges
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LONDON: The dollar fell to a 1-1/2 month low
yesterday against an index of the world’s other
top currencies, after US President Donald Trump
struck a protectionist tone in his inauguration
speech. Trump’s “America first” message was fol-
lowed over the weekend by coordinated
protests in US cities, testy exchanges between
members of his top staff and media and confir-
mation that key trade pacts were heading for
the shredder. The dollar index, which measures
the greenback against six major rivals, fell
almost half a percent to 100.28 led by a 1 per-
cent drop to 113.51 yen and a 0.35 percent slide
to $1.0750 per euro.

“People had expected some kind of repeat of

his (Trump’s) victory speech in November, but it
was a bit confrontational and has sparked some
concerns in the markets that he is going to play
hard ball,” said Rabobank strategist Philip Marey.

“It was quite straight forward: buy American,
hire American... so it’s clear what route he is tak-
ing.” Trump confirmed that he would begin
renegotiating the North American Free Trade
Agreement and withdraw from the Trans-Pacific
Partnership (TPP), the main economic pillar of
the Obama administration’s “pivot” to the Asia-
Pacific region in the face of a fast-rising China.

That, and the declaration of a “running war”
with parts of the media, all fed uncertainty
about the direction policy will take and pointed

to a bumpy few months ahead as the president
settles into day-to-day office. The dollar index
rose around 4.2 percent between Trump’s elec-
tion in November and the end of last year, but it
has given back over 2.5 percent of that gain
since then, having fallen for nine of the 16 trad-
ing sessions this year.

Against the yen the fall so far in January has
been 3 percent, though trader positioning data on
Friday showed large short positions against the yen
remain.  European stocks and bond yields edged
lower yesterday and the dollar briefly hit a six-week
low after US President Donald Trump began his
term in office with a protectionist speech that
drove a nervous market intosafe-haven assets.

Earlier, Japan’s Nikkei dropped 1.1 per-
cent while shares in Australia fell 0.8 percent
after Trump’s administration also declared its
intention to withdraw from the Trans-Pacific
Partnership (TPP), a 12-nation trade pact that
Japan and Australia have both signed.  Other
Asian shares were more resilient, however, in
part due to dollar weakness, and MSCI’s
broadest index of Asia-Pacific shares outside
Japan rose 0.3 percent.

SUPREME COURT
Sterling was the other big gainer

among developed-market currencies, hit-
ting a five-week high as investors bet
Britain’s Supreme Court would rule that
the government needs parliamentary
approval to trigger formal Brexit talks. It
climbed as much as 0.8 percent to $1.2472,
its strongest level against the dollar since
Dec 19, and had pushed its way towards a
two-week high against the euro at 86.20
pence per euro.

The euro was also back up above

$1.0740 against the dollar though, as a 0.4
percent rise set it on course for its seventh
daily rise in the last nine. A vote in France
at the weekend meant former Socialist
government rebel Benoit Hamon will go
up against ex-prime minister Manuel Valls
to be the presidential candidate of the
country’s beleaguered left.

It was another result that upset the pre-
vote polls and analysts said it could boost
the hopes of centrist Emmanuel Macron,
who some surveys suggest may do better
against nationalist Marine Le Pen. “Our
main conclusion for the presidential elec-
tion is that the result seems to increase the
chances of Emmanuel Macron, who is run-
ning as an independent, to qualify for the
second round on 23 April,” said Barclay’s
head of European Research Philippe
Gudin. Euro volatility forwards for the next
three months , which give traders the
option to position for swings in the curren-
cy, were near their lowest since mid-
November on Monday. — Reuters

Dollar drops as Trump takes over, stocks fall

TOKYO: A man looks at an electronic stock board of a securities firm in Tokyo yes-
terday. Japanese stocks tumbled yesterday after Donald Trump took office as US
president and promised “American first” policies, prompting concern about possi-
ble protectionism. —AP
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DUBAI: Nissan yesterday launched the new 2017 GT-
R across the Middle East, the latest iteration of
Nissan’s flagship performance vehicle, boasting a
revised look both inside and out as well as major
driving performance enhancements and more pow-
er. The 2017 models represent the most significant
changes made to the GT-R since it was introduced in
2007, with Nissan also announcing the immediate
availability of its GT-R NISMO in the region.

Samir Cherfan, Managing Director of Nissan
Middle East, said: “The Nissan GT-R is one of the
world’s most iconic supercars, and the Middle East is
a key market for it. Motorists in this region love high-
performance vehicles and the GT-R embodies every
aspect of the word. Its multi-performance character
allows the driver to be completely immersed in the
GT-R’s capabilities, whether navigating corners on a
twisting mountain road or simply running weekend
errands in the neighborhood. We are very excited to
be introducing the new 2017 model to its fans and
customers in the region.” 

The new GT-R’s exterior gets a complete
makeover across the front end. The new chrome
matte finish “V-motion” grille represents one of
Nissan’s latest design signatures. I t has been
enlarged to provide better engine cooling and fea-
tures an updated mesh pattern. A new hood, which
flows flawlessly from the grille, has been significantly
reinforced, contributing to stability during high-
speed driving. A freshly-designed front spoiler lip
and front bumpers with finishers situated immedi-
ately below the headlamps give the new GT-R the
look of a pure-bred racecar, while generating high
levels of front downforce.

The GT-R’s familiar wind-cutting shape defines its
profile, but the side sills have been pushed out to
improve air flow. The rear of the car also received a
thorough makeover. While the GT-R’s hallmark four-
ring taillights remain, look closely and you’ll notice
new bodywork to help improve air flow, as well as
side air vents next to the quad exhaust tips. Also, the

belt line that separates the lower black section from
the body panel has been heightened to give the car
a wider and more aggressive look from the rear.
These exterior changes don’t result just in a sportier-
looking car, they create an aerodynamically efficient
vehicle, with less drag but retaining the same
amount of downforce as the current GT-R to keep the
car stable at high speeds.

Step into the cabin, and you’re greeted by a pre-
mium interior that is befitting a high-performance
sports car of this caliber. The entire dashboard and
instrument panel are new and covered with high-
quality leather artfully stitched together with TAKU-
MI precision. The shape of the dashboard adopts a
“horizontal flow” that delivers a sense of increased
stability for the car’s front-seat occupants, while the
line from the instrument cluster to the center con-

sole provides a distinct driver-oriented environment
for those behind the steering wheel.

The center dashboard layout has also been
improved and simplified. Integrated navigation and
audio controls reduce the number of switches from
27 in the previous model to only 11 in the 2017 mod-
el. An enlarged 8-inch touch-panel monitor features
large icons on the display screen to make it easy to
operate. A new Display command control on the car-
bon-fiber center console allows easy operation.

The shift paddles are now mounted to the new
steering wheel, allowing drivers to change gears in
mid-turn without having to take their hands off the
wheel. The paddles themselves, along with the venti-
lation controls, have improved feel and better sound
when engaged or adjusted.

The GT-R’s award-winning 3.8-liter V6 24-valve

twin-turbocharged engine-each unit handcrafted by
its own TAKUMI technician-now delivers 565 HP (EUR
570 PS) at 6800 rpm and 467 lb-ft of torque. The
engines are the definition of TAKUMI expertise. The
improved output, which are the result of individual
ignition-timing control of the cylinders and extra
boost from the turbochargers, allow the new GT-R to
possess superior acceleration in the mid- to high-
ranges (3200 rpm and above). 

It comes mated to a thoroughly refined 6-speed
dual-clutch transmission that features smoother
shifts and less noise. That familiar GT-R tone also has
been upgraded with an engine that has never
sounded better. The resonance of the new titanium
mufflers and Active Sound Enhancement (ASE)
enhance the driving experience.

The GT-R has always been regarded as one of the
world’s best handling machines, and for 2017, its cor-
nering abilities have become even better. A more
rigid body structure and new suspension result in
better stability through quick lateral transitions and
higher overall cornering speed.  Providing the grip
are sticky 20 inch tires, wrapped around new “Y-
spoke” machine-finished forged aluminum wheels.

Despite all the performance enhancements, the
2017 GT-R is the most comfortable model to date,
with a new sense of elegance and civility that one
would rarely find in such a high-performance super-
car. The new GT-R exhibits a smoother ride quality
than the outgoing model, and its cabin remains
much quieter at all speeds and new sound absorp-
tion materials.

New for the 2017 GT-R are fresh colors inside and
out that complement the car’s sophisticated charac-
ter. A “Blaze Metallic” with multi layered painting has
been added to the exterior paint palate, which the
interior of the Premium Edition, which features semi-
aniline leather, offers customers four different
options: the newly added Black/Rakuda and Samurai
Black, as well as the always popular Black/Amber Red
and Black/Ivory.

2017 Nissan GT-R makes Middle East debut 

Nissan’s flagship vehicle boasts a revised look and more power

LONDON: Britain published the outline of its
industrial strategy yesterday, putting forward
proposals for a more hands-on approach to
developing key industries as a way to protect
the economy from any turbulence caused by
leaving the European Union. Unveiling her long-
awaited “Modern Industrial Strategy” yesterday,
Prime Minister Theresa May demanded closer
collaboration within key industries in exchange
for government support on regulation, trade
and research. 

The focus on industry and the shift to a gov-
ernmental hands-on approach challenges the
traditional Conservative laissez-faire ideology
championed by former prime minister Margaret
Thatcher. May will  ask businesses to work
together to tackle industry-specific challenges,
citing examples of successful collaboration that
have helped attract overseas investment from
the likes of carmaker Nissan, and enabled aero-
space firms such as BAE Systems to develop a
competitive edge.

In return she will pledge to reciprocate with
‘Sector Deals’ that address regulatory barriers,
look at how trade and investment deals can be
used to increase exports, and support the cre-
ation of new institutions to provide leadership,
drive innovation or boost skills.

“The modern industrial strategy will back
Britain for the long term: creating the conditions
where successful businesses can emerge and
grow, and backing them to invest in the long-
term future of our country,” May said in an
emailed statement prior to the announcement.
The outline of the strategy - expected to range
across economic, regional, education transport
and digital policy - will be set out in a ‘Green
Paper’ consultation document due to be pub-
lished later on Monday, seeking input from indus-
try. “Today’s Green Paper signals a more ambi-
tious approach to securing growth and preparing
for the inevitable pressures that will accompany
Brexit,” said Paul Everitt CEO of the aerospace
trade body ADS. The government also listed 10
strategic pillars behind its strategy such as skills
development and improved procurement.

BACK IN FASHION
Since coming to office weeks after Britain’s

vote to leave the EU last year, May has pushed
the once-unfashionable concept of industrial
strategy to the top of her agenda, creating a new
government department to lead the project,
and chairing a top-level cabinet committee on
the subject.

It comes as Britain’s impending exit from the
EU threatens to undermine the financial services
sector, with several banks planning to shift thou-
sands of jobs abroad because they fear they will
lose access to the EU market. 

May said last week that Britain would be
withdrawing from the single market, and seek-
ing a free trade agreement with the EU instead -

a path critics have described as ‘Hard Brexit’.
“The idea that the government can have any

reasonable strategy for British industry while
recklessly withdrawing from the single market is
laughable,” said Don Foster, business spokesman
for the rival and pro-EU Liberal Democrat party.

“It’s like the manager tying their team’s boot-
laces together while telling them they have a
plan to win the match.” Under the banner of
building an economy that distributes wealth
more evenly, following decades of industrial

decay in parts of Britain, the plan seeks to pro-
tect the economy from the risk of leaving the EU
and address a mood of disenfranchisement that
drove many voters to back Brexit.

The government said early work had been
done on sector deals for a number of industries:
life sciences, ultra-low emission vehicles, nuclear
and creative industries. But it said it would work
with any sector that could “organize behind
strong leadership to address shared challenges
and opportunities.” — Reuters

UK launches industry strategy 

to counter any Brexit storm 

May seeks closer collaboration with key industries

LONDON: British Prime Minister Theresa May (center) holds a regional Cabinet meeting in
Runcorn, north west England yesterday. May launched proposals for a modern Industrial
Strategy to build on Britain’s strengths and tackle its underlying weaknesses to secure a future
as a competitive, global nation”. — AFP

NEW DELHI: India’s Supreme Court yes-
terday rejected a petition to delay the
annual federal budget, which Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley is scheduled to
deliver on Feb. 1, dismissing concerns
about potential giveaways ahead of criti-
cal state polls.

A panel headed by Chief Justice J S
Khehar found no merit in a public inter-
est litigation by lawyer M L Sharma, who
had called for the budget to be delayed
until after a round of five regional elec-
tions. The case was motivated by fears
that Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s gov-
ernment could offer budget giveaways to
attract votes in state assembly elections
to be held in February and March.

The most important poll is being held
in Uttar Pradesh, a northern battle-
ground state with a population of more
than 200 million. The election is expected

to be the biggest democratic exercise
anywhere in the world this year.

A good showing is critical for Modi,
and his Bharatiya Janata Party, if he is to
stand a good chance of winning re-elec-
tion in the 2019 general election.
Separately, the election commission was
due to rule on a similar call for the budg-
et to be delayed. I ts Model Code of
Conduct bans governments from using
administrative resources to solicit votes.

Voting kicks off in the western bread-
basket state of Punjab and the western
resort state of Goa on Feb 4. It will be
held in seven states across Uttar Pradesh
from Feb. 11; and will wrap up in the
northeastern states of Uttarakhand and
Manipur. Results of all the elections,
which will eventually be reflected in par-
liament’s upper house, are due in mid-
March. — Reuters 

India’s top court dismisses 

plea to delay annual budget

China, Philippines to 

cooperate on 30 

projects worth $3.7 bn

BEIJING: China has agreed to cooperate
with the Philippines on 30 projects worth
$3.7 billion focusing on poverty reduc-
tion, the two countries said after a meet-
ing in Beijing yesterday.

Chinese Commerce Minister Gao
Hucheng announced the deals without
giving details, saying it was an “initial
batch” of projects that still needed to be
finalized and paperwork still needed to be
processed by the banks involved.
Philippine Finance Secretary Carlos
Dominguez said he had a “very produc-
tive” meeting with Gao and they had dis-
cussed large projects in rural areas, as well
as some smaller projects.

The deal is the first announcement
from a two-day visit by a Philippine cabi-
net delegation to China that comes three
months after President Rodrigo Duterte
visited Beijing to pave the way for new
commercial alliances. 

China has welcomed Duterte’s foreign
policy shift away from traditional ally the
United States and towards doing more
regional deals for loans and business
under his “pro-Filipino” policy.

Relations between the Philippines and
China “fully recovered” after Duterte’s visit,
and “China supports president Duterte to
lead the Philippines people in developing
their economy,” Chinese foreign ministry
spokeswoman Hua Chunying told a regu-
lar news briefing yesterday. Chinese Vice
Premier Wang Yang told the Philippines’
delegation that the two countries were

friends and there was enormous potential
to develop trade and business ties, state
news agency Xinhua said.

Both countries should continue to
push for the healthy development of rela-
tions, Wang added.

Chinese officials pledged $15 billion of
investment to the Philippines during
Duterte’s visit in October, according to the
Philippine finance department. Asked
whether US President Donald Trump’s
economic policies would affect commer-
cial ties between China and the
Philippines, Dominguez said: “It’s better to
be with good friends.”

“I’m not sure at this moment exactly
what the new US  policies, but I believe
that the reorientation of our president to
our neighbors really was very smart,”
Dominguez told reporters. 

The Philippine delegation is due to
meet Vice Premier Wang Yang at
Zhongnanhai, the Beijing complex that
houses China’s central government.

The Philippine team on the trip
includes Duterte’s finance, budget, eco-
nomic, public works and transport secre-
taries. The two sides will also discuss the
Philippines’ chairmanship of the 10-mem-
ber Association of South East Asian
Nations (ASEAN) this year.

Foreign Affairs Secretary Perfecto Yasay
said on Jan 11 he was confident a code of
conduct in the South China Sea between
ASEAN and China could be finished by
mid-2017. — Reuters

BERLIN: A large majority of German companies
expect Britain’s divorce from the European
Union to cause little if any damage to their busi-
ness, according to a poll published by the
Cologne Institute for Economic Research (IW)
yesterday. Germany, the EU’s largest economy,
has stressed the importance of maintaining
open trade ties with Britain after it leaves the
bloc. Finance Minister Wolfgang Schaeuble said
last week the German government would try to
minimize any damage to both the EU and Britain
during the Brexit negotiations. However, the IW
survey, entitled “Brexit, so what?” found that
more than 90 percent of the 2,900 companies
surveyed either said they expected no damage
at all or very little harm.

Only two to three percent - mainly compa-
nies in the industrial sector - said they expected

Brexit to have a major impact on their invest-
ments and workforce. About a fourth of those
polled said they expect Brexit to have a positive
effect, some saying that it could for example
lead to a rise in foreign investment in Germany.

The findings contrasted with expressions of
concern from German car makers and farmers,
among others, about the possible negative
impact of a “hard Brexit” - in which Britain
would also lose the EU’s single market - on
bilateral trade. Britain is Germany’s third-largest
export market after the United States and
France. Exports to Britain stood at 80 billion
euros in the first 11 months of last year. British
Prime Minister Theresa May made clear last
week that Britain would indeed quit the single
market in order to regain full control of its laws
and its borders. — Reuters

‘Brexit, so what?’ German 

firms expect little fallout
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KUWAIT: There was something superb on dis-
play at Marina Mall last weekend, as the new
SKODA Superb enjoyed its first public appear-
ance. A superb fit for car buyers looking for a
classy mid-class vehicle, the new SKODA mod-
el’s creativity, comfort and connectivity make
it the perfect choice for drivers in Kuwait.

The third-generation Superb is now pow-
erful than ever, yet it is up to 30 percent more
economical. It benefits from the company’s

MQB technology, meaning designers have
made the car more spacious, lighter, safer and
more fuel-efficient. 

Connectivity also attains a new quality: the
new Superb has a new-generation infotain-
ment system that automatically connects to
the driver’s smartphone via SmartLink. It fea-
tures Apple CarPlay and Android Auto, which
provide easy access to several apps from your
phone on the car’s display, while high-speed

internet connection has turned the Superb
into the first SKODA hotspot on wheels.

“SKODA has made significant design and
technology improvements to the popular
Superb. The new Superb is more spacious
and more powerful, yet also more fuel-effi-
c ient ,” sa id  Tarek  Al  Shaf ie ,  Genera l
M anager  of  Fouad Alghanim & S ons
Automotive Company, the exclusive dealer
of SKODA in Kuwait. 

“We are confident that the third-genera-
tion model of the SKODA Superb will appeal
to our customers in Kuwait and continue to
serve their needs.”

The Superb has been at the top of SKODA’s
model range since 2001. To date, the car man-
ufacturer has delivered more than 700,000
SKODA Superbs, making the model one of the
most popular vehicles in the automotive mid-
class segment.

The vehicle’s overall package: extremely
generous space, a timelessly elegant design,
modern, tried-and-tested technology, top
comfort, maximum safety, optimum function-
ality and very good value for money, make
Superb a big draw for customers.

Following its starring role,  the newly
designed SKODA Superb is now available at
Fouad Alghanim & Sons Automotive
Company showroom in Shuwaikh. 

New SKODA Superb enjoys starring role on display at Marina Mall

A Superb reason to hit the road 
Fouad Alghanim and Sons Automotive Company launches new SKODA Superb

DAVOS: With the theme of “Responsive and
Responsible Leadership”, the annual meet of
World Economic Forum (WEF) got underway at
Davos last Tuesday.  The annual meeting in
Davos remains a global platform unmatched in
engaging leaders from across business, govern-
ment, international organizations, academia and
civil society in peer-to-peer working sessions. 

In line with growing influence of South Asian
countries in global affairs and on account of hav-
ing some of the fastest growing economies in
the world, the Forum had this year formulated a
senior advisory board called the South Asia
Regional Strategy Group (RSG) consisted of sen-
ior government officials, business leaders, aca-
demics and experts. 

The invitation only flagship group and its
members are committed to the shared mission
of accelerating the regional transformation of

South Asia through public-private cooperation.
The RSG provides strategic guidance on the
Forum’s regional agenda, and is the highest-level
decision making body for the Forum’s activities
in South Asia.

The South Asia RSG is chaired by Amitabh
Kant, CEO, NITI Aayog who will be supported
by two Vice - Chairs,  Ajay Khanna,  Chief,
Strategic and Public Affairs, Jubilant Bhartia
Group and Srivatsan Rajan, Chairman, Bain &
Company. The multi-stakeholder group also
comprises big names in government, business
and academics including Harin Fernando,
Minister of Telecommunications and Digital
Infrastructure,  Sri  Lanka, Adeeb Ahamed,
Managing Director, Lulu Financial Group, Gita
Gopinath, Professor of Economics, Harvard
University, Nikhil Meswani, Executive Director,
Rel iance Industr ies  and Shamina Singh,

President, Mastercard Center for Inclusive
Growth, among others. 

“The World Economic Forum has been at the
helm of creating a better tomorrow, through its
engagement with local and global leaders
across continents. I believe that the new South
Asia Regional Strategy Group will be able to cre-
ate changes on ground in key areas across the
region and will allow greater private and public
co-operation that enhances community devel-
opment,” said Adeeb Ahamed. 

The RSG is expected to identify critical issues,
challenges and opportunities in South Asia and
debate on how to address them. They would also
be engaged in ongoing initiatives, provide guid-
ance and advice to develop regional projects
while helping mobilize action. The projects will be
constantly monitored by the group and ensure
value delivery and impact in the region.

WEF launches new senior advisory 

board for South Asia at Davos

DAVOS: (L-R) Amitabh Kant,  Ajay Khanna,  Srivatsan Rajan,  Adeeb Ahamed and Gita Gopinath - some of the key members of the South Asia
Regional Strategy Group. 

KUWAIT: Ahli United Bank (AUB) announced
yesterday that it has opened its latest branch
located at Salmiya Boulevard, Kuwait’s newest
shopping and leisure destination. The new
opening is in line with the Bank’s strategic
objective of developing a highly advanced
network of branches that are  located across
the main business and residential districts in
Kuwait, providing a host of modern banking
and financial services that accommodate cus-
tomers’ various requirements.

With the latest opening at Salmiya
Boulevard, AUB’s branches have increased to
38 across Kuwait. The Bank’s branches have
been developed to offer an integrated range
of services that are Shari’a compliant. AUB’s
new branch has been designed using a mod-
ern design and equipped with the latest
technology to enhance customer service. 

Moataz ElRafie, Ahli United Bank’s Senior
Deputy Chief Executive Officer - Banking
Group said, “Choosing Salmiya Boulevard as
a prime location to set up our latest branch
in Kuwait reflects the location’s prime impor-
tance, being located at the heart of Salmiya.
It is also considered one of the largest

entertainment destinations, spanning 353
thousand square meters to include an
extensive array of indoor and outdoor enter-
tainment activities. Our presence will help
serve a large segment of the society.”

ElRafie also noted, “The Bank’s newest
branch operates on two shifts - morning as
well as an evening shift, to ensure a system-
atic flow of services provided to the Bank’s
customers. The branch also includes the lat-
est systems and processes that are managed
by a qualified team of well trained staff.”

ElRafie revealed that AUB is preparing to
launch a number of innovative products and
services across its network of branches and
ATMs across Kuwait, in an effort to maintain
its leadership position across the banking
industry in the region, which has been sig-
nificantly attributed to customers’ trust.

The Salmiya Boulevard  is already consid-
ered one of the new prime destinations in
Kuwait that is attracting thousands of visi-
tors to its broad range of shops, restaurants
and outdoor activities. Its location is second
to none and is in close proximity to the
Arabian Gulf Road.

Ahli United Bank opens its latest 

branch at Salmiya Boulevard

TOKYO: Mitsubishi Heavy Industries said yester-
day it would postpone delivery of its long-await-
ed regional jet by two years, and warned over
soaring development costs for the problem-
plagued plane.

This is the fifth time that the company has
pushed back the commercial rollout of its
Mitsubishi Regional Jet (MRJ), Japan’s first
domestically produced passenger plane for over
half a century.

The decision to move back the first customer
delivery to mid-2020 from mid-2018 comes after
local media reports said the plane needed more
design changes to ensure it was safe. The prob-
lem was linked to the location of certain elec-
tronic equipment, the Nikkei business daily and
other Japanese media reported.

The company said it was modifying the
design of “electrical configurations” to meet the
latest safety standards, which have become
more and more strict given the threat of terror-
ism. “We now have to think of risks that are
unthinkable in the normal course of things, such
as a massive flood of water damaging electrical
systems or a bomb explosion destroying those
systems,” Nobuo Kishi, vice president of the
firm’s aviation unit, told a press briefing in Tokyo.
Development costs could come in as much as 40

percent higher than an original range of
between 150-180 billion yen ($1.3-1.6 billion),
the firm said, citing stricter safety standards.

The development of the MRJ has suffered a
series of delays, largely owing to software
upgrades and other design changes. The origi-
nal plan when the program started in 2008 was
for the first customer delivery to begin in 2013.
The twin-engine MRJ marks a new chapter in
the country’s aviation sector, which last built a
commercial airliner in 1962 — the YS-11 turbo-
prop that was discontinued about a decade lat-
er. After initially being barred from developing
aircraft following World War  II, Japan-and its
MRJ jet-is competing with other passenger jet
manufacturers such as Brazil’s Embraer and
Canada’s Bombardier. Mitsubishi unveiled the
jet-which is about 35 metres (115 feet) long and
seats about 80 passengers-in October 2014 and
has received more than 400 orders.

The short-to-medium-haul plane was backed
by the Japanese government and a consortium
of major firms including Toyota. Last year, the
new passenger jet completed a flight to the
United States for testing, after aborting two ear-
lier attempts. The company’s Tokyo-listed shares
slipped 1.59 percent to close at 524.1 yen
($4.60). — AFP

Delivery of Japan passenger 

jet pushed back by 2 years

TOKYO: Shunichi Miyanaga, president and CEO of Japan’s Mitsubishi Heavy Industries,
speaks during a press conference at the headquarters in Tokyo yesterday. —AFP KUWAIT: Gulf Bank held its Al-Danah daily

draws on 22 January 2017 announcing the
names of its winners for the week of 15 January -
19 January 2017. The Al-Danah daily draws
include draws each and every working day for
two prizes of KD 1,000 per winner.  

The winners are: 
Sunday 15/1: Laila Barfaid, Farhan Dayan Al-
Enezy
Monday 16/1: Eissa Fadhel Abdullah Mahmoud,
Moneera Khaled Yousef Al-Mutawa
Tuesday 17/1: Mohammed Abdullah Jassem Al-
Smeet, Hamad Ali Sultan Bourisli
Wednesday 18/1: Abdulmohsen Abdullah
Gholoum Hussain, Zouheer Ahmed Habib Al-Alh
Thursday 19/1: Abdulmohsen Ahmad Saleh Al-
Saleh, Rozbeh Zarei

Gulf Bank’s Al-Danah 2017 draw lineup
includes daily draws (2 winners per working day
each receive KD1000). Al-Danah’s 1st Quarterly
draw for the prize of KD200,000 will be held on
30 March, the 2nd quarterly draw for the prize of
KD250,000 will be held on 29 June and the 3rd
quarterly draw for the prize of KD500,000 will be

held on 28 September. The final Al-Danah draw
for KD1 million will be held on 11 January, 2018
whereby the Al-Danah millionaire will  be
announced.

Five reasons why the Al-Danah 
account is the best:

1) Kuwait’s single biggest yearly cash prize of KD
1 million
2) Kuwait’s biggest quarterly cash prizes, up to
KD500,000 
3) Two winners of KD1,000 every working day
4) The most chances to win
5) Only Bank that transfers your chances to win
from year to year

Only Al-Danah makes millionaires. 

Al-Danah also offers a number of unique
services including: the Al-Danah Deposit Only
ATM card which helps account holders deposit
their money at their convenience; as well as the
Al-Danah calculator to help customers calculate
their chances of becoming an Al-Danah winner. 

Gulf Bank’s Al-Danah account is open to
Kuwaiti and non-Kuwaiti residents of Kuwait.
Customers who open an account and/or deposit
more will enter the draw within two days. To take
part in the Al-Danah 2017 upcoming quarterly
and yearly draws, customers must have an Al-
Danah account containing at least KD 200; cus-
tomers can visit one of Gulf Bank’s 56 branches,
transfer on line, or call the Customer Contact
Center on 1805805 for assistance and guidance. 

Gulf Bank announces winners 

of Al-Danah daily draws

CARACAS: Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro
on Sunday named a lawmaker as the country’s new
central bank chief, after reportedly pushing out the
former head as the country struggles through a
deep economic crisis. Speaking on his weekly tele-
vision program, Maduro announced he was nomi-
nating Ricardo Sanguino to take over from Nelson
Merentes, who had handed in his resignation. 

“I would like to thank Nelson Merentes for all the
effort he has made at various battlefronts, but I
want us to initiate a new stage in the development
of the Central Bank of Venezuela,” the left-wing
leader declared. Merentes had been under intense
pressure after the central bank bungled the recent
release of bigger denomination banknotes. 

According to local press, Maduro himself had
asked Merentes to resign. He said he has great con-
fidence in Sanguino, 73, a longtime political  player
who has headed the budget committee in
Venezuela’s National Assembly among other key
posts. Maduro did not directly mention the currency

crisis, but speculation has been rife in recent days
that the botched notes release could be the final
straw, costing Merentes his job.

Venezuela is considered to have the highest
inflation rate in the world, making its smaller ban-
knotes virtually worthless. The 100-bolivar note
had been the highest denomination until recently,
but was worth only a few US cents. Caracas
released new, bigger denomination banknotes last
week to aid citizens struggling with unwieldy wads
of cash to pay for everyday purchases. The notes
were meant to be released in December but got
delayed, causing chaos as Venezuelans queued up
anxiously to change their bills.

‘Catastrophic’
Automatic cash machines, in another snafu,

were not yet dispensing the new money because
they had not been programmed to handle the big-
ger notes. Inflation in Venezuela is projected to
soar to a mind-boggling 1,660 percent this year,

according to the International Monetary Fund.
The socialist president has admitted that the situa-
tion is “catastrophic,” and ruled all of 2016 under an
emergency economic decree-renewed last week
that grants him discretion to manage state
resources. It also removed the legislature’s power
to approve the appointment of central bank direc-
tors as well as the national budget.

At the same time, it gave the central bank
authority to grant or finance loans to the state and
to public or private entities when the president con-
siders that an emergency situation exists.    Maduro
said signing the decree was necessary after a
Venezuelan investigation found that billions of boli-
vars, in bills of 100, were stashed away by interna-
tional mafias, mainly in Colombian cities but also in
Brazil. Asked to explain his views on the role of the
central bank, Sanguino said Sunday that they “were
the creation of the global capitalist system, which
were created with a concept of autonomy that is
even above the role of the head of state.” — AFP

Venezuela’s Maduro names new central bank chief
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Batteries caused Note 7 fires: Samsung
Company finds no other problems, signals delay of Galaxy S8 unveiling 

SEOUL: Samsung Electronics Co Ltd indicated yesterday that
its latest flagship Galaxy S smartphone could be delayed as it
pledged to enhance product safety following an investiga-
tion into the cause of fires in its premium Note 7 devices.
Wrapping up its months-long probe, the world's top smart-
phone maker said faulty batteries from two suppliers were to
blame for a product failure that wiped $5.3 billion off its
operating profit.

Samsung mobile chief Koh Dong-jin said procedures had
been put in place to avoid a repeat of the fires as the South
Korean firm prepares to launch the Galaxy S8, its first premium
handset since the Note 7's demise. "The lessons of this incident
are deeply reflected in our culture and process," Koh told
reporters at a press briefing.  "Samsung Electronics will be
working hard to regain consumer trust."

Koh said the Galaxy S8 would not be unveiled at the Mobile
World Congress trade show in Barcelona beginning Feb 27, the
traditional forum for Galaxy S series launches. He did not com-
ment on when the company planned to launch the handset,
though analysts expect it to start selling by April.

Investors have said Samsung needs to reassure consumers
that it is on top of the Note 7 problem and can be trusted to fix
it. Samsung's reputation took a hammering after it announced
a recall of fire-prone Note 7s, only for reports to emerge that
replacement devices also caught fire. Images of melted
Samsung devices spread on social media and airlines banned
travellers from carrying them on flights.

The handset, Samsung's answer to Apple Inc's iPhones, was

withdrawn from sale in October less than two months after its
launch, in one of the biggest failures in tech history.

Samsung said later yesterday it has not decided whether to
reuse parts in the recovered Note 7s or resell any recalled
phones. A person familiar with the matter told Reuters
reselling some Note 7s as refurbished phones was an option.
The firm said it has recovered 96 percent of the 3.06 million
Note 7s sold to consumers.

SHORT CIRCUITS
Investigations by internal and independent experts ruled

out problems with the Note 7's hardware and software.
Instead, they said the batteries, which came from two suppli-
ers, featured different manufacturing defects or design flaws
that caused them to short-circuit.

"The odds that two different suppliers had issue with the
same phone is an extremely low likelihood and may signal we
have reached an inflection point in smartphone battery tech-
nology," said Patrick Moorhead, president of technology ana-
lyst and advisory firm Moor Insights & Strategy.

Samsung did not name the suppliers on Monday but previ-
ously identified them as affiliate Samsung SDI Co Ltd and
China's Amperex Technology Ltd (ATL). SDI said separately it
would invest 150 billion won ($129 million) to improve product
safety and expected to continue supplying batteries for
Samsung phones. ATL declined to comment. Samsung said it
accepted responsibility and would not take legal action
against suppliers. The company touted longer battery life and

fast charging as major improvements when it launched the
Note 7.

"The current situation is not largely different from that of
the first recall, when Samsung pointed the finger at battery
defects," said Park Chul-wan, a former director of the Center for
Advanced Batteries at the Korea Electronics Technology
Institute.

BATTERY CHECKS
Among other measures to boost safety, Samsung said it

had implemented an eight-point battery check system to
avoid any such problems going unnoticed again. While
Samsung's mobile division is widely expected to have
bounced back from the Note 7 failure during the fourth quar-
ter, experts remained cautious about the outlook for sales of
future flagship devices.

"Consumers will accept the results (of the probe) only if
there are no problems with the S8," said Park. Moorhead, how-
ever, said he thought Samsung had done enough to convince
consumers that it can prevent future issues.

Samsung Electronics shares ended up 2.3 percent in a flat
wider market. Analysts said the rise was mainly due to a
healthy outlook for makers of tech components such as mem-
ory chips but also boosted by hopes the firm will be able to
put the Note 7 fiasco behind it.

The firm expects fourth-quarter operating profit to hit a
more than three-year high when it reports earnings on
Tuesday, driven by booming chip sales. — Reuters

SEOUL: Koh Dong-Jin, president of Samsung Electronics'
Mobile Communications Business, speaks during a press
conference in Seoul yesterday. — AFP

By Bruce Zhou

A snapshot of two principal areas where conver-
gence between IoT technologies and Internet tech-
nologies is rapidly taking place.

The ability to con-
nect machines,
devices, sensors, and
other everyday things
into an intelligent net-
work and make sense
out of them, has huge
promises to change
everyday life. As can
be expected by taking
in our entire world
and attempting to

change it one stroke and with one magic wand is
unrealistic, challenging and cause for chaos in the
short term.  For business decision makers and tech-
nology providers, some measure of clarity and
progress can be made by understanding the chal-
lenges of applying IoT to business. We look at two
principal challenges in making this happen. 

Technology protocols
The challenges of IoT are resident in the ability to

connect sensors and devices directly to the Internet.
To connect to the Internet any device and applica-
tion must use Internet Protocol stacks. It is for this
reason that devices called Internet Gateways have
been created that connect to non-Internet Protocol
devices and networks on one side and the Internet
driven applications, devices and networks, on the
other side. 

By doing so, Internet Gateways need to be
designed for the type of local networks and local
applications that they manage on one side and how
they connect to the Internet on the other side. 

Over the years, countless Internet Protocol driven
applications, software tools and diagnostic kits, have
been developed and exist, that can be applied to IoT
devices and sensors, with or without much adapta-
tion. This will help to get the IoT environment up and
running in a short period of time, relatively speaking.
That is provided they are in the same Internet
Protocol environment. 

The basis for the development of Internet
Protocol applications till now has been growing
availability of large computing power and significant
memory capacity to manage complexity of the
Internet Protocol based applications. And all this
within localized high cost nodes like desktops, note-
books, smartphones, tablets, amongst others. 

This is the exact antithesis of the IoT environment

as it exists today, which is low cost, low power con-
suming, low computing capacity, and distributed
computing nodes.

Networking architecture   
When building an IoT network it is essential to

plan and look ahead. It is also important to converse
with all departments associated with the benefits
and operations of the IoT network and applications.
When dealing with tens of thousands and hundreds
of thousands of sensors and devices in any IoT proj-
ect, it is important to have a networking strategy to
ensure the end result is managed chaos instead of
unmanaged chaos.

Industry consultants who have gone through
such projects point out, IoT application and network
designs need to be built looking at requirements five
years from now. When in doubt the rule of thumb is
design networks for a requirement that is 10X the
number of devices that are connecting in now.
Another important consideration is to design the
wireless environment thinking about what will hap-
pen in that specific industry over next five years.

While the benefits of such best practices are self-
evident, industry surveys show that such discussions
are not happening as much as they should. If all else
fails, the minimum rule of thumb to apply, think big
for IoT. Looking ahead into the requirements for IoT
type of networks there is a significant change in the
way devices will communicate. More often than not,
communication signals will hop from device to
device, to enter and leave the network of devices,
connecting into and out of their mesh network. 

Using a number of hops between devices rather
than the conventional hub to spoke jump will
become the standard for most IoT applications and
networks. The key here is multiple and random paths
between IoT devices, based on predefined algo-
rithms, rather than a fixed point to point hop. This
saves power, saves cost, builds scale, and builds
redundancy. Such networks are called mesh net-
works and the devices are called wireless nodes.
Since connectivity within mesh networks rely on
each other, their efficiency grows with an increase in
the number of devices. Mesh networks become
more efficient as the number of wireless nodes
inside them increases. This is the opposite of what
happens with the hub and spoke, star network
arrangement. As silicon technologies improve the
computing capabilities of IoT sensors, devices,
machines and appliances, they will increasingly
become more and more Internet like. At that stage
the two worlds will come together in exponential
fashion and the true power of IoT will become a reali-
ty.  -- Bruce Zhou is CEO, AXILSPOT

KUWAIT: Cisco released the findings of a global
study indicating that while cloud adoption con-
tinues to accelerate, few organizations are maxi-
mizing the value that cloud can offer. According
to the study, nearly 68 percent of organizations
are using cloud to help drive business outcomes,
a 61 percent increase from last year's study. The
increased cloud adoption is being fueled by
cloud-native applications, including security and
the Internet of Things (IoT) cloud-based solu-
tions.

However, most organizations (69 percent) do
not have mature* cloud strategies and only 3
percent have optimized cloud strategies gener-
ating superior business outcomes.

On average, the most "cloud advanced"
organizations see an annual benefit per cloud-
based application of $3 million in additional rev-
enues and $1 million in cost savings.  These rev-
enue increases have been largely the result of
sales of new products and services, gaining new

customers faster, or accelerated ability to sell
into new markets.

The study also reveals that 95 percent of
those leading organizations with optimized
cloud strategies have built a hybrid IT environ-
ment that uses multiple private and public
clouds based on economics, location and gover-
nance policies. 

"Our customers are dealing with increasingly
diverse and complex environments as their
hybrid and multicloud deployments grow. These
customers want the freedom to choose the best
environments and consumption models for their
traditional and cloud native applications, which
all drive a variety of business benefits. Yet, as this
research bears out, while many customers are
embracing cloud, most are still in the early
stages of their journey to an optimized cloud
model. That is where our new and enhanced
Cisco Professional Services can help. Working
with our partners, our joint services offerings are
designed to help customers achieve a highly
secure and optimized cloud environment specif-
ic to their unique business needs," said Mike
Weston, Vice President, Cisco Middle East.

The Cisco-sponsored InfoBrief "Cloud Going
Mainstream: All Are Trying, Some Are Benefiting;
Few Are Maximizing Value" was developed by
International Data Corporation (IDC). The study
is based on primary market research conducted
with executives responsible for IT decisions in
over 6,100 organizations across 31 countries that
are successfully implementing private, public
and hybrid clouds in their IT environments. This
marks the second year of the study, nearly dou-
bling last year's sample size.

In the study, IDC identifies five levels of cloud
maturity: ad hoc, opportunistic, repeatable,

managed and optimized. 
According to the study, organizations face a

number of obstacles to achieving greater cloud
maturity, including capabilities and skills gaps,
lack of a well-defined strategy and roadmap,
legacy siloed organizational structures, and
Information Technology/Line of Business
(IT/LOB) misalignment.

New Cloud Professional Services
In addition, Cisco is launching a new set of

Cloud Professional Services to help businesses
navigate the multicloud maze and optimize their
cloud environments. These services will help
customers bridge the skill-set gaps they may be
facing as they accelerate their digital transforma-
tion strategies and cloud native initiatives.  

How IoT and Internet will merge

Cloud adoption is going 
mainstream: Cisco study

NEW DELHI: The end is coming, though admit-
tedly it may not look that way at 10 am on a
Tuesday morning, when dozens of young
Indians have arrived for morning classes at
Anand Type, Shorthand and Keypunch College,
and every battered Remington is clattering
away.

Looking around the cramped classrooms,
you might think that the typewriter still has a
future in India. But in one of the last places in
the world where it remains a part of everyday
life, twilight is at hand.

Even Sunil Chawla will tell you that, and he's
kept Chawla Typewriter going long after the
profits disappeared. "We thought this business
would go on forever and ever," said Chawla, a
courtly man whose father founded the family
company nearly 60 years ago, but whose own
sons chose to avoid the typewriter business. "I'll
keep it alive as long as possible. But after me, I
don't know what's going to happen. There's no
future in this business."

For now, only one thing keeps him in the
business: "I'm a typewriter man," he said. "I still
have a soft spot for them, and I don't want to let
it go." Plus, people do continue to send him
typewriters to fix, though most of his work
these days is selling supplies for copiers and
laminating machines.

India still has a few thousand remaining pro-
fessional typists. There are a handful of type-
writer repairmen and stores selling spare parts.
There are typing schools that, at least occasion-
ally, are jammed with students. There are long-
outdated government regulations that, for now,
help the typewriter cling to life.

But for how long?
"I come here only to pass the time," Satinder

Kumar said on a recent afternoon at Tis Hizari,
New Delhi's main court complex, where 50 or so
typists earn a few dollars a day preparing rent
agreements, sales contracts and other legal
documents.

Kumar worked for 41 years at Tis Hizari, rais-
ing two children on his pay. "It was such a good
job. We were working from morning until night,"
he said, slouching in front of his manual
Remington, a purple beret pulled down over his
head to keep out the winter chill. "S K Kumar
(typist)" it says on a hand-painted sign hanging
above what counts as his office, a rusted metal
desk in the complex's yard.

Now, there are just 10-15 pages a day for the
hundreds of lawyers scurrying through the
maze of buildings and corridors. At 15 rupees a
page, or about 20 cents, that barely pays for
transportation to work, typewriter ribbons and
an occasional tuneup from the complex's last
typewriter repairman. For the typists, things
only get busy when all the computers are in
use, or there's an electricity outage.

More than 20 years ago, Kumar realized that
everything in the typing world would soon
change dramatically. "The first time I saw the
computer, I knew the typewriter would be fin-
ished one day," he said. On a computer, letters
and legal forms can be re-used endlessly,
requiring only changes in dates and names.
Often, typists aren't needed at all. He laughs,
but the bitterness is barely hidden: "Now the
time has come!" In hindsight, he says he proba-
bly should have learned how to use a computer.
But the typing business remained pretty good
until about 10 years ago, as computers grew
cheaper and more widely available, so he never
bothered. Now, at age 65, he thinks it's probably
too late. "I think it's time I left all this behind," he
said.

Then he looked directly at me and squinted
suspiciously: "Why are you asking all these
questions about typewriters?" It's a valid ques-
tion. Technology changes constantly. Jobs die
out regularly. Did journalists write about the
decline of the video store rental clerk? Did we
mourn the end of the LED watch?

Not just an office equipment
But there's something different about the

typewriter, which for more than a century was
so important to how the world communicated.
It was how presidents issued orders, how
Hemingway wrote books, how reporters filed
stories. Everything from painfully dull memos to
deeply erotic love letters were crafted on type-
writers.

In India, the typewriter was never just a
piece of office equipment. It was a sign of edu-
cation, of professional achievement, of women's
growing independence as they slowly entered
the workforce. It's been a Bollywood plot line
and a symbol of nationalism ("The all-Indian
Typewriter embodies the latest advances," read
a 1950s advertisement for Bombay-based
Godrej typewriters)

Even today it can be a path to success. In a
country where government jobs have long
been tickets to the middle class, thousands of
Indians will sometimes apply for a single clerical
position. And while most government offices
have shifted to computers for typing tests,
some still require a typewriter.

For Suresh Bansal, who for 40 years has man-
aged and taught at Anand Type, Shorthand and
Keypunch College, that's welcome news. "You
cannot look down at the keys while you type!
This is the most important thing on the tests,"
Bansal said.

The school is little more than a few rooms in
an old stone and brick building. Twenty years
ago, every typewriter in the school would be in
use almost constantly.

"One person would stand up and someone
else would sit down," said Bansal, sitting
beneath fluorescent tube lights in one of the
two classrooms, his graying hair combed across
his scalp.

Back then there were hundreds of little typ-
ing schools in New Delhi, crowded with univer-
sity students, aspiring clerks and young women
hoping for jobs as secretaries.

Around 2000, things started to slow down.
India's economy was started to grow then, and
computers no longer seemed impossibly
expensive. First the foreign companies - Facit,
Remington - closed their Indian operations.
Then in 2009, the Indian firm Godrej and Boyce
shut down the country's last typewriter produc-
tion line. The world's few remaining typewriter
manufacturers focus mostly on specialty lines,
like clear plastic typewriters used in prisons to
avoid smuggling.

Chawla's office, like his business, seems
stuck in another time. There's a list of approved
holidays on the bulletin board for 1983, a calen-
dar from 1988. The rooms are piled high - some-
times higher than you can see - with old type-
writers and metal keyboards and mysterious
dusty boxes. He keeps it all, since spare parts are
almost impossible to find anymore, and old
typewriters are often cannibalized for their
parts. There's no computer in the office. Chawla
has one at home, but feels there would be
something disloyal about bringing it to the
office.

He does all his work on a portable Godrej
Prima. It's more than a decade old. It's in perfect
condition.-AP

For India's typewriters, the 
ribbon may have run out 

NEW DELHI: In this Jan 18, 2017 photo, professional typists work on a roadside near
Delhi's stock exchange market in New Delhi. India is one of the last places in the world
where the typewriter continues to cling to life. — AP

Mike Weston, Vice-president for Cisco Middle
East.

China's online
population 
reaches 731 

million in Dec
BEIJING: The number of internet users in
China-already the world's highest-
reached 731 million in December,
authorities said, as e-commerce drives
consumer demand across the Asian
giant. 

Total internet users rose 6.2 percent
from the end of December 2015 and
equals the entire population of Europe,
the government-linked China Internet
Network Information Center (CNNIC) said
in a statement Sunday on its website. E-
commerce is a vital part of the govern-
ment's efforts to China into a consumer
demand-driven economy, although
Beijing also imposes strict controls on
online content, barring citizens from
accessing major websites including
Facebook and Google.

The government is pushing a so-
called "internet plus" project that aims to
expand the role of online technology in
the economy. The number of people who
go online through cellphones has
reached 695 million, or 95.1 percent, as
computers lose their appeal, according
to the CNNIC.

Online consumption has become an
increasingly important part of the econo-
my, the statement said, adding that its
contribution to GDP growth is gradually
increasing.

As of December 12, the number of
people in China who used online pay-
ments had reached 475 million, up 14.0
percent year on year, according to the
CNNIC. In one example of the growing
power of China's online shoppers, con-
sumers spent $17.8 billion in e-com-
merce giant Alibaba's biggest online
shopping promotion on November 11
last year, more than twice the five-day
desktop sales from Thanksgiving through
Cyber Monday in the US last year. — AFP
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STOCKHOLM: Fewer sex toys contain
dangerous chemicals than children’s
toys, a Swedish inspection authority said
in a report yesterday. In 2015, the agency
found dangerous chemical substances,
including lead, in 15 percent of children’s
toys in Sweden. The proportion of sur-
veyed sex toys that contained banned

chemicals was two percent, making
these products safer than children’s toys
in terms of exposure to chemicals.  “This
was a bit surprising,” Frida Ramstrom, an
inspector for the agency, told AFP. “This
was the first time we did such a study.”
Among the 44 products investigated,
one plastic dildo was found to contain

chlorinated paraffins, which is suspected
of causing cancer, the Swedish
Chemicals Agency said. 

Ramstrom said tough European regu-
lations over chemical substances in
products was a reason behind the safety
of the sex toys. “These products are used
close to the body and one (therefore)

chooses better chemicals,” Ramstrom
said.  It is difficult to determine exactly
why more children’s toys contain danger-
ous chemicals, according to Ramstrom.

But she said many kids toys are
imported from Asia, making it more diffi-
cult to toughen demands over safety of
the products. Three of the 44 examined

sex toys, made of leather and bondage
tape, contained phthalates, used as a
plasticizer, at levels above 0.1 percent,
the agency said. Phthalates are not
banned in sex toys but are on the EU list
of chemicals that are of “very high con-
cern”. It can affect the hormonal balance
and cause infertility. —AFP

Sex toys ‘safer’ than kids toys: Swedish study

LONDON: A government health warning
over the potential dangers of toast, roast
potatoes and chips—all traditional staples
of the British diet—had the country ’s
tabloids hitting out yesterday. The Food
Standards Agency (FSA) said acrylamide-a
chemical substance formed when foods
with high starch content are cooked at very
high temperatures  “has the potential to
cause cancer in humans”. “It would be pru-
dent to reduce exposure,” it said. The
agency urged British consumers to
“#GoForGold” by opting for a gold color
rather than a darker brown when frying,
roasting, baking, grilling or toasting.

It also said potatoes should not be
stored in the fridge, which can increase
acrylamide levels, and potatoes cut into
larger wedges to reduce their surface area
when cooked to limit levels. “You’ve Had
Your Chips”, roared a front-page headline in
Britain’s best-selling newspaper, The Sun.
“Health officials say burning starchy foods
such as spuds, bread and pizza dough may

increase the risks-despite no study proving
the link,” it said. Several reports pointed out
that tests cited by the government had
only confirmed that acrylamide in the diet
causes cancer in animals, not in humans.

Britons consume an estimated 382 mil-
lion portions of fish and chips every year
and there some 10,500 around “chippies”
around the country. Toast is Britain’s
favorite breakfast and teatime food, while
roast potatoes are a Sunday lunch staple.
“Should we give up toast?” BBC News
tweeted, while the middle market Daily
Mail tabloid assured readers: “Burnt toast
isn’t dangerous-unless you have 320 slices
each day.”

There have been similar health alerts in
other countries since Sweden first warned
about the dangers of acrylamide in 2002,
including in the United States. The World
Health Organization and the European
Food Safety Authority have also suggested
that acrylamide may be a human carcino-
gen, the FSA said. —AFP

GENEVA: The World Health Organization called
on all countries to monitor closely outbreaks of
deadly avian influenza in birds and poultry and
to report promptly any human cases that could

signal the start of a flu pandemic. Different
strains of bird flu have been spreading across
Europe and Asia since late last year, leading to
large-scale slaughtering of poultry in certain

countries and some human deaths in China.
Nearly 40 countries have reported new out-
breaks of highly pathogenic avian influenza in
poultry or wild birds since November, according
to the WHO. “The rapidly expanding geographi-
cal distribution of these outbreaks and the
number of virus strains currently co-circulating
have put WHO on high alert,” Margaret Chan
told the start of the UN agency’s 10-day execu-
tive board. The new H5N6 strain causing severe
outbreaks in Asia was created by gene-swap-
ping among four different viruses, she said. The
world is better prepared for the next influenza
pandemic following the H1N1 pandemic that
circled the world in 2009-2010 - “but not at all
well enough”, Chan said.

In China, there has been a “sudden and steep
increase” in human cases of H7N9 since
December and the WHO has not been able to
rule out limited human-to-human spread in two
clusters of human cases although no sustained
spread has been detected thus far, she said.
Under the International Health Regulations, a
binding legal instrument, WHO’s 194 member
states are required to detect and report human
cases promptly, Chan said, adding: “We cannot
afford to miss the early signals.”

China’s delegation, led by Zhang Yang of the
National Health and Family Planning
Commission, told the Geneva meeting China
would carry out its obligations on communicat-
ing and responding to any outbreaks.
“Currently H7N9 overall statistics remains the
same,” Zhang said. “China will continue to
strengthen its cooperation and exchange with
WHO in this regard.” —Reuters

SEOUL: US white-shelled eggs landed on South
Korean supermarket shelves beside local brown-
shelled eggs yesterday as the country scrambled
to boost imports to relieve a shortage amid its
worst-ever bird flu outbreak. Some 6 million
eggs, mainly from the United States, are set to
hit the shelves this week as South Korea
launched emergency import measures after egg
prices shot up 70 percent ahead of the Lunar
New Year holiday this weekend. Thirty US eggs
cost 8,470 won ($7.27) at Lotte Mart, one of
South Korea’s major discount stores, which
began selling the imports yesterday.

That was down from the average retail price
for local eggs of 9,285 won as of Jan. 20. Prices
stood at around 5,438 won when the first bird
flu case was confirmed in November, according
to state-run Korea Agro-Fisheries & Food Corp.
“US-origin eggs are good, but I prefer to use

Korean eggs because the Lunar New Year holi-
day is a Korean traditional holiday. Even if local
eggs are more expensive, I would buy them,”
said Park Hee-kil, a 64-year-old lady who was
shopping at a Lotte Mart store in Seoul.

In the wake of the bird flu epidemic, Asia’s
fourth-largest economy culled more than 32 mil-
lion farm birds, or nearly a fifth of its poultry
population, mostly egg-laying hens. The coun-
try’s egg production is expected to decline 12.7
percent to 559,000 tons in 2017 from a year ear-
lier, according to the state-run Korea Rural
Economics Institute (KREI). “Egg imports may be
needed through the first half of this year,” said Ji
Seon-U, a researcher at the state-run think tank,
adding that the volume would depend on how
soon egg prices and output stabilized.

The Korean government expected a total of
1,500 tons, or roughly 25 million eggs, to be

imported mainly from the United States before
the holiday season. That compared with a total
of 1,856 tons of egg products worth about $12
million imported last year, according to customs
office data. As of Sunday, 444 tons of shell eggs
and 217 tons of egg products had been shipped
to Korea since Jan 5, according to the agricul-
ture ministry.

The ministry also plans to import a total of
200,000 baby chickens and parent stock for
egg-laying hens from five bird flu-free coun-
tries, including the United States, Australia and
Spain, to rebuild flocks. “However we can’t start
it right away because farms have to be virus-
free for three months,” Ji said. Given it takes at
least six months for the offspring of parent
stock birds to start laying eggs, the new hens
would only start producing in the second half
of this year, he said. —Reuters

NEW DELHI: Millions of tuberculosis patients in
India will receive daily treatment after the
Supreme Court yesterday ordered the govern-
ment to change the current dosing practice amid
activist claims it was endangering lives. Around
2.5 million new cases of TB were reported in India
in 2015, according to the World Health
Organization, the latest figures available for a
country accounting for one in four global cases
of the disease. Around 200,000 people die in

India every year from TB, according to various
estimates.

From October those with TB will get free daily
tablets instead of three times a week. Raman
Kakkar, an activist who petitioned the country’s
top court, said the government was fixated with
the intermittent treatment even though the
WHO has approved daily drugs. The govern-
ment’s reluctance to shift to the new dosage was
causing a relapse of the disease in many patients

and was even responsible for the development
of drug-resistant infections, Kakkar said. The gov-
ernment said it would switch to the new dosage
after nine months, when the existing stock of
medicines had finished. It runs a national TB
eradication program and provides free medicines
for nearly two million infected people at govern-
ment-run dispensaries. Last year The Lancet jour-
nal said more than a million TB cases remain
missing from official statistics in India. —AFP

US eggs crack Korean market as 

Seoul fights worst bird flu outbreak

New hens won’t start producing till H2 2017

GENEVA, Switzerland: China’s Margaret Chan, General Director of the World Health Organization, WHO, addresses her statement, during the
140th session Executive Board of the WHO, at the World Health Organization (WHO) headquarters.

World must not miss early

signals of any flu pandemic 

LONDON: This file photo shows a man posing for a photograph whilst eating a por-
tion of chips in east London. —AFP

Britons sizzle over chips

and toast cancer warnings

LONDON: A thick fog in London forced the
cancellation of around 100 flights at
Heathrow Airport yesterday and revived
concern about air quality in the capital.
“Foggy weather across the South East has
reduced visibility at Heathrow,” the airport
said in a statement, adding that the cancel-
lations amounted to around eight percent
of scheduled flights. There were also
dozens of cancellations at London City

Airport and road users were warned about
driving conditions after freezing tempera-
tures overnight.

A map from Britain’s environment min-
istry showed “very high” pollution across
southeastern England yesterday. “Reduce
physical exertion, particularly outdoors,
especially if you experience symptoms
such as cough or sore throat,” the ministry’s
advice read. —AFP

GENEVA: Poor countries are allowed to
import generic medicines, World Trade
Organization ( W TO) Director General
Roberto Azevedo said yesterday, after the
required two-thirds of members agreed a
deal that has taken more than a decade to
finalize. The amendment permanently
changes the WTO’s Trade Related Aspects
of Intellectual Property (TRIPS) agreement,
cementing what had been a temporary
waiver, to allow poor countries that cannot
produce their own generic medicines to
import them.

“The TRIPS amendment is coming into
force today,” Azevedo told Reuters, referring
to the first ever amendment to the original

1995 WTO rulebook. The original TRIPS
agreement allowed governments of poor
and developing countries to produce
generic medicines for their domestic mar-
kets without the patent owners’ consent,
under so-called “compulsory licensing”
arrangements. But that still meant poorer
countries without manufacturing capacity
could not access those drugs because there
was no provision for importing them.

In 2003, WTO members agreed to give
such countries a temporary waiver, which
has been renewed every two years. In 2005,
they agreed to make the waiver permanent,
subject to the agreement of two-thirds of
the WTO’s 164 members. —Reuters

India court orders daily 

TB treatment for millions

GENEVA, Switzerland: China’s Margaret Chan, General Director of the World Health
Organization (WHO), arrives for the 140th session of the Executive Board of the WHO, at the
World Health Organization headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland, yesterday. —AP

Poor countries allowed

to import generic drugs: WTO

Fog in London forces

flight cancellations

LONDON: Pedestrians walk through fog as they cross the Millennium Bridge, back-
dropped by St Paul’s Cathedral. —AFP photo
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WASHINGTON: Scientists have unearthed fos-
sils of an intriguingly large otter as big as a
wolf that frolicked in rivers and lakes in a lush,
warm and humid wetlands region in south-
western China about 6.2 million years ago. The
outsized otter, called Siamogale melilutra,
weighed about 110 pounds (50 kg) and meas-
ured up to 6-1/2 feet (2 meters) long, making it
bigger than any of its cousins alive today, the
researchers said yesterday.

“Siamogale melilutra reminds us, I think, of
the diversity of life in the past and how many
more questions there are still to answer. Who
would have imagined a wolf-size otter?” said
Denise Su, Cleveland Museum of Natural
History curator of paleobotany and paleoecol-
ogy.  It had enlarged cheek teeth and strong
jaws that appear to have been used for crunch-
ing hard objects, perhaps large shellfish and

freshwater mollusks, and was capable of swim-
ming in shallow, swampy waters.

“I think it used its powerful jaws to crush
hard clams for food, somewhat like modern
sea otters, although the latter use stone tools
to smash shells,” said Xiaoming Wang, head of
vertebrate paleontology at the Natural History
Museum of Los Angeles County. “If Siamogale
melilutra was not smart enough to figure out
tools, perhaps the only option left was to
develop more powerful jaws by increasing
body size,” Wang added.

The fossils, found at a site in China’s Yunnan
Province, include a largely complete cranium
and lower jaw, various teeth, and limb bones.
The skull was crushed eons ago during the fos-
silization process. The researchers used sophis-
ticated scanning to digitally reconstruct it, dis-
covering it boasted a mix of otter-like and

badger-like skull and dental traits. There was
intense interest in the fossil site because an
important prehistoric ape skull previously had
been unearthed there. Others fossils found
include elephants, rhinos, tapirs, deer, beavers,
crocodiles and water birds including ducks,
swans and cranes. The largest otter alive today
is the South American giant river otter, weigh-
ing up to about 70 pounds (32 kg). Otters
belong to a mammalian family including the
weasel, badger, marten and mink. The earliest-
known otter lived about 18 million years ago.
But otter evolution is not well understood, with
fossils rare and scattered around the world.
Siamogale melilutra may not be the largest
otter ever, with fossils of another one that may
be the biggest previously found in Africa. The
research was published in the Journal of
Systematic Palaeontology. —Reuters

PORTLAND, Maine:  What could an Indonesian
volcanic eruption, a 200-year-old climate disas-
ter and a surge in the consumption of mackerel
tell us about today’s era of global warming?
Quite a bit, researchers say. A group of scientists
and academics with the University of
Massachusetts and other institutions made that
assessment while conducting research about a
long-ago calamity in New England that was
caused by the eruption of Mount Tambora half a
world away in 1815.

A cooled climate led to deaths of livestock
and changed fish patterns in New England, leav-
ing many people dependent on the mackerel, an
edible fish that was less affected than many ani-
mals. The researchers assert that bit of history
gives clues about what food security could be
like in the modern era of climate change. “How
we respond to these events is going to be criti-
cally important for how we come out of this in
the long term,” said Karen Alexander, the lead
author of the study and a research fellow in envi-
ronmental conservation. “We can learn from the
past how people dealt with the unanticipated.”

Global cooling
The research group’s findings were published

this month in the journal Science Advances .
They looked at what the catastrophic Tambora
eruption meant for the Gulf of Maine and nearby
human food systems. The eruption was one of
the most powerful in recorded history and was
followed by a short time of climate change -
specifically, global cooling - and severe weather.
Its impact on weather, food availability and
human and animals deaths worldwide has been
studied extensively. The year that followed the
eruption, 1816, is often described as the “Year
Without a Summer.” The researchers behind the
Science Advances article found that alewives, a
fish used for everything from fertilizer to food by
19th-century New Englanders, did not fare well.
But mackerel had better survival rates and
became a critical source of protein and jobs,
Alexander said.

As crops failed and famine began to spread,
the little fish emerged as a staff of life, the report
states. The shift marked the beginning of the
mackerel fishery as a critical piece of New
England’s marine economy, and it remains active
today; Maine and Massachusetts fishermen
caught more than 8 million pounds of Atlantic
mackerel in 2015. It’s a scenario similar to what
parts of the developing world are experiencing
today as climate change affects food security.

Pakistan and Syria
The study states there is a parallel between

the need for immediate adaptation after

Tambora and the challenges in coping with the
climate-driven devastation caused by storms,
floods and droughts today. It notes that the loss
of food staples due to climate change caused
people in the northeastern states to move -
something seen today in places such as Pakistan
and Syria. “Understanding how adaptive
responses to extreme events can trigger unin-
tended consequences may advance long-term
planning for resilience in an uncertain future,”
the report states.

How fisheries in the developing world will
adapt to future climate change is an important
contemporary food security issue, because fish
are a vitally important protein resource world-
wide. More than a billion of the world’s poor

obtain most of their animal protein from fish,
and 800 million depend on fisheries and aqua-
culture for livelihoods, according to the nonprof-
it research group WorldFish.

The report illustrates how abrupt changes
in  c l imate can have unexpec ted conse -
quences long after conditions moderate, said
Andy Pershing, chief scientific officer and
ecosystem modeler for the Gulf of Maine
Research Institute in Portland. “Good steward-
ship of our natural resources can help buffer
against some climate impacts. Unlike the peo-
ple in 1815, we have an idea of what’s com-
ing, and we need to make sure we are pre-
pared,” he said. —AP

What can Mackerel and a

volcano say about climate change?
‘We can learn from the past how people dealt with the unanticipated’ Congenital heart disease (CHD) is a

general term used for a range of
birth defects that affect the normal

workings of the heart.  The term congenital
means the condition is present at birth.
CHD is one of the most common types of
birth defects affecting up to 8 in every 1000
babies born. In an interview held with DR
John Selvan, consultant Paediatric
Cardiologist,  Chest diseases hospital,
Kuwait, Selvan explains in details about the
subject. Some excerpts.

Q: Is congenital heart disease (CHD)
common in Kuwait?

A: Yes it is. The incidence of CHD is
about 1% in the world while it is almost 2%
in Kuwait. In addition, the complexity of
CHD is also much higher in Kuwait.

Q: What are the precautions a family
can do to take care of such babies?

A: Precaution starts in early pregnancy.
Mothers should undergo foetal echocar-
diograms in the second trimester onwards
to see whether the hearts of the unborn
babies are normal.

Q: How does that help?
A: If one knows that the baby has an

important CHD, then the baby can be
delivered in a facility where immediate
expert paediatric cardiologist consultation
is available. 

Q: How important is immunization in
these children?

A: Immunization is very important in all
infants and children to protect them from
vaccine preventable diseases. It is even
more important to protect the children
with CHD, because of their increased risk of
morbidity and mortality.

Q: Does the immunization schedule
differ for the children with CHD?

A: If they have simple CHD and are clini-
cally normal, then there will be no change
in the immunization schedule. However if
they have complex CHD with compromised
clinical status i.e. heart failure or severe
cyanosis or if they are awaiting cardiac sur-
geries, parents have to get a clearance from
their paediatric cardiologist prior to vacci-
nation. Children who underwent cardiac
surgeries are not given vaccinations in the
first month after surgery. 

Q: What are the common viral infec-
tions in children that cause respiratory
disease?

A: Common viral respiratory tract infec-
tions include common cold and influenza
while respiratory syncytial virus is particu-
larly common in the winter months.

Q: What is Respiratory Syncytial Virus
(RSV)?

A: RSV is a common viral infection
affecting most of the children in the winter
season all over the world. It is notorious
because it can cause a serious form of low-
er respiratory tract infection with wheezing
called Bronchiolitis. It is often a devastating
disease in infants less than two years with
CHD, chronic lung disease, in preterm
babies and in children with poor immunity.

Q: How does one protect children
from RSV infection?

A: There is a prophylactic or preventive
medication, a monoclonal antibody, which
is given as five monthly doses during win-
ter months all over the world or during
rainy season in the tropics. 

Q: Why is it highly recommended in
children with CHD?

A: The common viral lung infection can
become a severe wheezy respiratory dis-

ease in small children with CHD, preterm
babies, children with chronic lung disease
and with immune compromised status. In
these children the severity of illness leads
to more hospitalization, assisted ventila-
tion, intensive care and even death. 

RSV prophylaxis when given as monthly
intramuscular injection over 5 months
maintains IgG antibody level in body,
which protects these children from falling
ill and also from developing severe wheezy
respiratory infection. 

Q:  What is your experience in Kuwait?
A: We have been implementing the RSV

prevention program against RSV infections
over the last 9 years. About 200 infants per
year less than 2 years of age with important
CHD receive this protection. The results are
excellent. 

In the past, 30 to 40% of our beds in the
wards and ICU during winter months were
occupied with small children with severe
lung infections. There were a few deaths
every year as well in these children. Since
we started this RSV prevention program
admission of CHD children with severe res-
piratory infection has been declining and
seldom occurs now. 

This has resulted in the use of the limit-
ed hospital resources better for the chil-
dren with heart disease and surgeries. 

Q: What is your advice to parents
of  children with CHD regarding
immunization?

A: 1 Parents should get an antenatal
foetal echocardiogram by a paediatric car-
diologist to plan the delivery of the baby in
a set up with paediatric cardiologist guid-
ance. 

2  In most of the infants with CHD nor-
mal immunization schedule can be fol-
lowed.

3 If the baby has an important CHD,
then the parents should follow the paedi-
atric cardiologist advise regarding immu-
nization.

4 Children under 2 years of age with
important CHD should be given RSV pro-
phylaxis during winter months to pro-
tect these babies from RSV infection
because Synagis protection significantly
decreases the morbidity and mortality
from this disease.  

Q:   Are there any side effects with this
medicine?

A: RSV prophylactic medication is a
monoclonal antibody, which targets specif-
ically against the RSV virus. Side effects are
uncommon. If at all any, they are mostly
mild symptoms of common viral illness.
Anaphylaxis can seldom occur and we have
not seen one in our experience over last
nine years.

Immunization in children

with congenital heart disease  

DR John Selvan, consultant Paediatric
Cardiologist, Chest diseases hospital,
Kuwait.

Fossils of utterly huge 

otter unearthed in China

PORTLAND, Maine: In this 1891 photo released by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, Penobscot Bay fishermen clean mackerel near their saltwater farm off the
Maine coast. —AP
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Kuwait Marriott Hotels have launched
exclusive weekend deals on rooms and
restaurants. The special weekend pro-

motion offers GCC nationals and residents spe-
cial discounts on rooms and suites at JW
Marriott Kuwait City, Courtyard by Marriott
Kuwait and Residence Inn by Marriott Kuwait
City. In addition, the package also includes
complimentary buffet breakfast, free WIFI and
free meals for children under 6 years old.

To add to the exclusive benefits, guests can
enjoy free access to the swimming pool and
health club. Free valet parking and shared air-
port transfers will also be available along with
early check-in and late check-out, subject to
availability. It is also worthy to note that JW
Marriott Hotel Kuwait and Courtyard by
Marriott Kuwait have a direct exclusive
entrance to “Salhia” and “Arraya” Shopping
Malls, where guests can shop between an array
of world-class retail brands.

A superb dining experience can be enjoyed
at The Terrace Grill restaurant at JW Marriott
Kuwait, known to be one of the best steak-
houses in Kuwait. The restaurant offers an
extensive menu of the finest meat cuts and
seafood. Other interesting cuisines can be tried
at the Japanese Kei restaurant offering sushi

and Teppanyaki. The much-celebrated Indian
restaurant Soul and Spice in Courtyard by
Marriott is well known for serving flavorsome
Indian dishes, in addition to Sushi restaurant
which offers a wide array of mouth-watering
Japanese delicacies.

In addition, JW Marriott Kuwait has recently
opened a new restaurant “Crossroads”. The new
restaurant features a wide range of distinctive
cuisines, including Italian, Japanese, Chinese,
Indian and Mediterranean. The culinary delica-
cies of these cuisines have dominated the
world for many centuries and still proving to
be the most popular. This concept is the first of
its kind in Kuwait, offering a world of authentic
cuisines under one roof.

Moreover, Blendz restaurant, located at the
lobby of Residence Inn by Marriott Kuwait City,
offers its guests a unique flavor of modern
recipes in a very relaxed ambience making it a
perfect place to spend time with family and
friends. George Aoun, Cluster General Manager
at Kuwait Marriott Hotels said, “With every-
thing from the finest dining to value-oriented
hotels and ultimate shopping experiences, our
goal is to offer great value for money deals and
the highest level of customer service to our
guests.”

The perfect weekend getaway at Kuwait Marriott Hotels

Jumeirah Messilah Beach Hotel & Spa scoops 20 awards at Horeca

Talented chefs from Jumeirah
Messilah Beach Hotel & Spa
competed in a series of live

culinary shows and won a total of
20 medals at the sixth edition of
Kuwait’s leading food and beverage
competition, the annual Hotel,
Restaurant and Catering Awards
(HORECA) in Kuwait. 

Spearheaded by the hotel’s new
Executive Chef Serkan Yelkenbasan,
the culinary team exceeded the
number of medals this year with five
gold awards in the wedding cake
display competition, three plated
desserts, live pasta contest and live
meat team competition. Another six
silver medals were won for the

themed celebration cake, live sushi
contest, cold platter display, cold
mezzah live and mystery basket
competition.

The team was also awarded a fur-
ther seven bronze medals in the cat-
egories of live sandwich, mystery
basket, six-course set menu display,
Asian cuisine live, live pasta, cold
mezzah live and three plated
dessert display in addition to two
Boecker Hygiene Awards in the cat-
egories of live sandwich and Asian
cuisine live.

General Manager, Hakan Petek,
said: “I am incredibly proud of our
culinary team at Jumeirah Messilah
Beach Hotel & Spa and continuous

participation in the country’s highly
awaited hospitality exhibition. Our
chefs have demonstrated their com-
mitment to culinary excellence and
dedication to deliver the most
memorable dining experiences to
our guests. I wish to congratulate
them for the outstanding level of
creativity and passion in their per-
formances”.  More than chefs partici-
pated in the exhibition’s various cat-
egories and were judged by a panel
of international chefs from the
Middle East and Europe, along with
members from the World
Association of Chefs Society.

The Indian Community School, Kuwait
conducted the 14th mega carnival on
Friday 20th January, 2017 at Senior

branch in Salmiya. Undoubtedly the ICSK
14th Mega carnival was a magnificent day
for the Indian Community as the day was
filled with unlimited entertainment for the
entire family. In fact the ICSK campus wit-
nessed an incredible flow of thousands of
general public. Highly methodological
strategies were implemented to manage
the sustaining crowd from the beginning
up to the end.

The day began invoking the blessings of
God Almighty followed by the National
Anthems of Kuwait and India. The ICSK car-
nival was inaugurated by His Excellency
Sunil Jain, The Ambassador of India to
Kuwait who was the Chief Guest on the
occasion. The ambassador appreciated the
objective of the carnival as it is regarded as
a passage from darkness to light, from win-
ter to summer: the first spring festival of
the New Year. Gleaming and glittering with
gold and wondrous surprises for young and
old ICSK carnival, is for a noble cause. It is
highly appreciated that the hundreds of
underprivileged children get opportunity
for the free education in ICSK.

Dr V Binumon principal and Senior
Administrator welcomed the august gath-
ering. Swaranjali, the ICSK choir mesmer-

ized the audience with their soulful render-
ing of ‘Atithi Devo Bhava’.  Shaikh Abdul
Rahman, Chairman, Board of Trustees ICSK
honored the guests. Amer Mohammed,
Secretary BOT released the Carnival
Souvenir on the occasion. ICSK Junior
showcased their talents to enrich the inau-
gural function as well as the carnival. Sherly
Dennis, Principal In-charge, ICSK Junior
delivered the Vote of Thanks.

The ICSK Senior campus was completely
transformed with games -stalls, offering a
vast assortment of interesting games for all
age- groups. The variety of food stalls
brought the nostalgia of traditional food
treats for the expatriates. The food stalls
generated a feel among the people ‘a home
away from home’. There were many rounds
of Bingo throughout the day which kept
the day power packed. The ICSK children
from all the branches were given a wonder-
ful opportunity to showcase their talents
throughout the day.

The toddler fashion show undoubtedly
generated an amazing impact. It was
absolutely a rare opportunity for the com-
munity to enjoy the varieties of cultural
events such as Jhankar dance, Open air
magic show, Flash mob, DG dance group,
Karate demonstration, Dance performed by
Zero Gravity, FWG dance group, Fashion
show and Bhangra dance.

14th ICSK mega carnival

Free cricket coaching 

course for beginners

Kuwait Cricket Coaches Panel is conduct-
ing a free Level 0 Cricket Coaching
Course targeted at beginner coaches

interested in development of this skill for train-
ing junior cricketers. The 3-day evening course
will be held at the KC Sulaibiya cricket ground
SCG from 29 Jan - 31 Jan 2017. The aim of this
course is threefold. One is to introduce you to
the various techniques applied in coaching

cricket correctly, second is to build your interest
and confidence in coaching and third is to pre-
pare you for the more advanced course which
is Level 1 Cricket Coach that will be offered
soon after by Kuwait Cricket Coaches Panel. For
enrollment please send your request via email
to KC Director Coaching  sameer.desai@kuwait-
cricket. com. Further details will be informed
following your enrollment.

Hilton Kuwait Resort invites you to expe-
rience a unique dining experience at
the Palm Court terrace. Situated right

by the beach, and offering unparalleled views
across the Arabian Gulf, the Palm Court terrace
is truly the place to be in 2017, providing an
exceptional experience for its guests.

Enjoy a meal in a private tent and sample
authentic Arabic fare accompanied by a deli-
cious cocktail. All tents are air conditioned,
ensuring the perfect temperature year round,
with cooling during the summer, and heating
in the winter months. Furthermore, each tent is
equipped with its own private television so
you can keep your family and friends enter-
tained throughout the experience - if they can
keep their eyes away from the stunning ocean
views. To complete your evening, relax after
your meal with a traditional shisha while
enjoying the spectacular views across the
sparkling Arabian Gulf.

Romance packages
The Palm Court terrace is the perfect loca-

tion for those seeking an exclusive, romantic
experience with private dining packages on
offer, to include sparkling or still water, a
choice of juices, soft drinks, tea and coffee,
served along with a bottle of sparkling grape
juice and delicious chocolate cake, all topped
with a stunning flower arrangement.

Luxury private beachside

dining at Palm Court terrace
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Grade 3 students from the American International School spent time yesterday morning cleaning up a beach in Sharq as part of the school’s Environmental Awareness activities. The students aim to help protect Kuwait’s
local environment and encourage others to do so by modeling positive, community behavior and taking responsibility for the protection and awareness of their environment.  —Phoros by Yasser Al-Zayyat

AIS GRADE 3 BEACH CLEAN-UP

Safir Hotel and Residences Kuwait
- Fintas participated in HORECA
Kuwait for the third consecutive

year. The annual exhibition has
become a hallmark across the hospi-
tality, catering and food industry in
Kuwait and the region.  

Safir Hotel and Residences Kuwait -
Fintas was recognized as a winner in
seven categories, bagging two Silver,
five Bronze medals and 10 Merit
Certificates. The winners of the com-
petition walked away with several
prizes and accolades. Chef Shreeni
Paramban won a Silver Medal in the “
Themed Cake Celebration“ and
Negmeldin Ahmed won the second
Silver Medal in the“ Best Burger
Competition“ categories. 

Abdul Hameed Abdul Kadher won
a Bronze Medal in the“ Pasta
Competition“, Shinoj Othayoth won a
Bronze Medal in the“ Cold Sandwich-
Making Competition“, Pubudu
Samarasooriyage won a Bronze Medal
in the“ Bread Creation“ category and
both Hazem Mohamed and Ramu
Naidu won each a Bronze Medal in the
“ Hot and Cold Arabic Appetizers
(Mezze)“ category. 

The hotel’s participants also won
nine merit certificates; each of Rohan

Sameera, Abdul Hameed Abdul
Kadhar, Sasi Ravi, Manikandan
Srinivasan, Gobinda Biswas and
Brenda Geraldizo won the “ Mystery
Basket “ category. Eshara Ishara won
the “ Bread Creation “ category, Rafa
Bou Hamdan won the “ Best Burger “
category, Shreeni Paramban won the “
Fruits and Vegetables Carving “catego-
ry and finally again Abdul Hameed
Abdul Kadhar won the “ Meat Dish “
category. 

The event, which was held from the
16th - 18th January 2017, included a
culinary art show and cooking compe-
tition. More than 15 different and
innovative categories were listed for
the competitors to participate and
compete in. Throughout the exhibi-
tion, more than 300 chefs participated
in the competition that was judged by
a distinguished panel of 10 interna-
tional judges.

In an invitation initiated by Saif
Eddin Mohammed   - General
Manager, the culinary team of Safir
Hotel and Residences Kuwait - Fintas
headed by the Executive Sous Chef -
Wissam Kasdallah celebrated their
achievements with appreciation cer-
tificates and gift vouchers during a
luncheon get-together. 

Safir Hotel and Residences

culinary team  wins seven

medals at HORECA Kuwait 2017

The Canadian Ambassador to Kuwait
Martine Moreau visited Sheikh Dr
Meshaal Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah,

Director General of KDIPA at KDIPA
Headquarters to acknowledge the Authority’s
recent approval of an investment license to
Canadian healthcare consulting firm MMI
Montreal Medical International Inc. (MMI).
The meeting served to acknowledge KDIPA’s
central role in rendering this achievement
possible. Ambassador Moreau was accompa-
nied by Senior Trade Commissioner Tammy

Ames, and Trade Commissioner Raed Bishara.
Under the Foreign Direct Investment Law

No 116 regarding the Promotion of Direct
Investment into Kuwait by foreign firms, MMI
is now considered a local company with 100
percent foreign ownership. It is also the first
Canadian healthcare company to achieve
such a milestone under the laws of the State
of Kuwait.  MMI’s core activities will be dedi-
cated to the training of healthcare profession-
als in both the public and private sectors in
the State. This will include the transfer of

knowledge and international best practices
and standards in medicine, nursing and the
allied health disciplines, as well as consulting,
advisory and project management services.  

Ambassador Moreau expressed her enthu-
siasm and support for value added Canadian
direct investment into Kuwait, exemplified in
the approval of MMI as well as the establish-
ment of an increasing number of Canadian
companies in the state. As Canadian entities
begin to establish themselves and expand
their client base by securing new projects,
hundreds of jobs and new positions for
Kuwaitis will be created, which will help to
simulate the local economy. 

Canadian-Kuwaiti bilateral relations, dating
back many decades, are strengthened by
institutions such as KDIPA, whose dedicated
personnel, under the leadership of Sheikh Dr
Meshaal, are playing a historic role in the cre-
ation of a more sustainable - and competitive
- business environment in Kuwait by facilitat-
ing the transfer of talent, know-how and tech-
nology from G7 nations such as Canada, into
the local market. 

Meanwhile, MMI enlisted the support of
advisory firm Pricewaterhouse Cooper’s Al
Shatti and Company under the leadership of
the Tax Partner Sherif Shawki Abdel Fattah
and his team, for facilitation of the application
process.  

The Indian Embassy in Kuwait released
the following statement announcing
that the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has

offered some relief to NRIs for exchanging old
currency notes. All NRIs, who have been
abroad during November 9, 2016 to
December 30, 2016 can avail this facility till 30
June 2017. The limit for NRIs is Rs 25,000/- per
person. Indians living abroad can avail of this
facility on submission of ID proof like
“Aadhaar” Card and Permanent Account
Number (PAN). No representations for
depositing old notes on behalf of any third

party will be accepted. This facility is at the RBI
branches of Mumbai, New Delhi, Chennai,
Kolkata and Nagpur. 

Meanwhile, the embassy also announced
that the 68th Republic Day of India will be cel-
ebrated at its premises with the hoisting of tri-
color National Flag at 9:00 am by the
Ambassador. This will be followed by reading
of the President’s message on this occasion.
Thereafter, a few patriotic songs and an Open
House reception will follow. All Indian nation-
als in Kuwait are most cordially invited to
attend the function.

Canadian direct investment into

Kuwait: Strengthening bond

Statements from the

Indian Embassy in Kuwait
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01:30   Wolf Creek 2   
03:30   Mine Games   
05:15   Apocalypse Pompeii   
07:00   X-Men: First Class   
09:15   Robot Overlords   
11:00   Pompeii   
12:45   Memorial Day   
14:45   X-Men: First Class   
17:00   Robot Overlords   
19:00   Pompeii   
21:00   Sword Of Vengeance   
23:00   Fantastic Four   

00:00   Lone Star Law   
00:55   Gator Boys   
01:50   Gator Boys   
02:45   A Panda Is Born   
03:40   Baby Panda's First Year   
04:35   Giant Pandas Go Wild   
05:25   Giant Pandas Go Wild   
06:15   Earthquake: Panda Rescue   
07:02   A Panda Is Born   
07:49   River Monsters   
08:36   Meet The Orangutans   
09:00   Meet The Orangutans   
09:25   Dr. Dee: Alaska Vet   
10:15   Treehouse Masters   
11:10   The Vet Life   
12:05   Lone Star Law   
13:00   Wild Animal Repo   
13:55   Gorilla School   
14:20   Going Ape   
14:50   Weird Creatures With Nick Baker   
15:45   Weird Creatures With Nick Baker   
16:40   Weird Creatures With Nick Baker   
17:35   Weird Creatures With Nick Baker   
18:30   Weird Creatures With Nick Baker   
19:25   Weird Creatures With Nick Baker   
20:20   Treehouse Masters   
21:15   Dr. Jeff: Rocky Mountain Vet   
22:10   The Vet Life   
23:05   Dr. Dee: Alaska Vet   

00:40   Doctors   
01:10   Eastenders   
01:40   Poldark   
02:35   Last Tango In Halifax   
03:30   Sherlock   

05:05   Doctors   
05:35   Eastenders   
06:05   Death In Paradise   
07:00   Eastenders   
07:30   Holby City   
08:25   Death In Paradise   
09:20   Stella   
10:05   The Musketeers   
11:00   Doctors   
11:30   Eastenders   
12:00   Death In Paradise   
12:55   Stella   
13:50   The Musketeers   
14:45   Doctors   
15:15   Eastenders   
15:45   Death In Paradise   
16:40   Stella   
17:35   The Musketeers   
18:30   Doctors   
19:00   Eastenders   
19:30   Eastenders   
20:00   Death In Paradise   
21:00   One Of Us   
22:00   Luther   
23:00   Ripper Street   

23:55   Silent Witness   
00:00   Measuring Evil: Britain's Worst
Killers   
01:00   Britain's Biggest Heists   
02:00   Frenemies   
02:30   Frenemies   
03:00   Cursed: The Bell Witch   
04:00   Measuring Evil: Britain's Worst
Killers   
05:00   Britain's Biggest Heists   
06:00   Frenemies   
06:30   Frenemies   
07:00   Cursed: The Bell Witch   
08:00   The First 48   
09:00   The First 48   
10:00   Crime Stories   
11:00   It Takes A Killer   
11:30   It Takes A Killer   
12:00   It Takes A Killer   
12:30   It Takes A Killer   
13:00   It Takes A Killer   
13:30   It Takes A Killer   
14:00   It Takes A Killer   
14:30   It Takes A Killer   
15:00   Britain's Biggest Heists   
16:00   I Married My Killer   
17:00   Robbie Coltrane's Critical Evidence   
18:00   When Life Means Life   
19:00   Monster In My Family   
20:00   Homicide Hunter   
21:00   Homicide Hunter   
22:00   Homicide Hunter   

23:00   Homicide Hunter   
00:05   The Half Hour   
00:30   The Daily Show With Trevor Noah   
01:00   Tosh.0   
01:25   Tosh.0   
01:50   Tosh.0   

02:15   Tosh.0   
02:40   Another Period   
03:05   Chappelle's Show   
03:30   Ugly Americans   
04:00   The Daily Show With Trevor Noah   
04:25   Disorderly Conduct: Video On
Patrol   
05:15   Key And Peele   
05:40   Impractical Jokers   
06:05   Ridiculousness   
06:30   Framework   
07:20   Hungry Investors   
08:15   Disorderly Conduct: Video On
Patrol   
09:05   Impractical Jokers   
09:30   Ridiculousness   
09:55   Tosh.0   
10:20   Key And Peele   
10:45   Workaholics   
11:10   The It Crowd   
11:35   Ridiculousness   
12:00   Framework   
12:50   Lip Sync Battle   
13:15   Workaholics   
13:40   The It Crowd   
14:05   Disorderly Conduct: Video On
Patrol   
14:55   Ridiculousness   
15:20   Framework   
16:10   The Jim Gaffigan Show   
16:35   Ridiculousness   
17:00   Impractical Jokers   
17:30   Workaholics   
17:55   Tosh.0   
18:25   Workaholics   
18:50   Catch A Contractor   
19:39   The It Crowd   
20:03   Framework   
20:50   The Jim Gaffigan Show   
21:13   Key And Peele   
21:37   Ridiculousness   
22:00   The Daily Show - Global Edition   
22:30   The Half Hour   
22:54   Eugene Mirman: An Evening Of
Comedy   

00:15   What Happened Next?   
00:40   The Carbonaro Effect   
01:05   The Carbonaro Effect   
01:30   Nextworld   
02:20   Nextworld   
03:10   Storm Chasers   
04:00   Storm Chasers   
04:50   Ultimate Survival   
05:40   Ultimate Survival   
06:30   Ultimate Survival   
07:20   How It's Made   
07:40   How It's Made   
08:00   Doki   

08:25   Doki   
08:50   Dick 'n' Dom Go Wild   
09:15   Dick 'n' Dom Go Wild   
09:40   How It's Made   
10:05   How It's Made   
10:30   How It's Made   
10:55   How It's Made   
11:20   How It's Made   
11:45   How It's Made   
12:10   How It's Made   
12:35   How It's Made   
13:00   How It's Made   
13:25   How It's Made   
13:50   Ultimate Survival   
14:40   Ultimate Survival   
15:30   Ultimate Survival   
16:20   Ultimate Survival   
17:10   Ultimate Survival   
18:00   Nextworld   
18:50   Nextworld   
19:40   Dynamo: Magician Impossible   
20:30   Wildest Africa   
21:20   Bahama Blue   
22:10   One Giant Leap   
23:00   What Happened Next?   
23:25   What Happened Next?   
23:50   What Happened Next?   

00:00   Binny And The Ghost   
00:25   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
00:50   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
01:10   Hank Zipzer   
01:35   Binny And The Ghost   
02:00   Violetta   
02:45   The Hive   
02:50   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
03:15   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
03:40   Hank Zipzer   
04:05   Binny And The Ghost   
04:30   Violetta   
05:15   The Hive   
05:20   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
05:45   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
06:10   Hank Zipzer   
06:35   Binny And The Ghost   
07:00   Violetta   
07:45   The Hive   
07:50   Mouk   
08:00   Jessie   
08:25   Jessie   
08:50   Tsum Tsum Shorts   
08:55   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug And
Cat Noir   
09:20   Sunny Bunnies   
09:25   Rolling To The Ronks   
09:50   Frozen: Magic Of The Northern
Lights   
09:55   Jessie   
10:20   Descendants Wicked World   
10:25   Elena Of Avalor   
10:50   Star Darlings   
10:55   Girl Meets World   

11:20   Disney Mickey Mouse   
11:25   Bizaardvark   
11:50   Liv And Maddie   
12:15   Stuck In The Middle   
12:40   The Return Of Jafar   
13:55   The Suite Life On Deck   
14:20   The Suite Life On Deck   
14:45   The Suite Life On Deck   
15:10   The Suite Life On Deck   
15:35   The Suite Life On Deck   
16:00   The Suite Life On Deck   
16:25   Jessie   
16:50   Jessie   
17:15   Disney Cookabout   
17:40   Austin & Ally   
18:05   Descendants Wicked World   
18:10   Elena Of Avalor   
18:35   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug And
Cat Noir   
19:00   Gravity Falls   
19:25   High School Musical 2 Singalong   
21:00   Frozen: Magic Of The Northern
Lights   
21:05   Stuck In The Middle   
21:30   Elena Of Avalor   
21:55   Liv And Maddie   
22:20   Best Friends Whenever   
22:45   Austin & Ally   
23:10   Mako Mermaids   
23:35   Dog With A Blog   

00:00   The Lion Guard   
00:30   The Lion Guard   
00:55   PJ Masks   
01:20   Henry Hugglemonster   
01:35   The Hive   
01:45   Loopdidoo   
02:00   Henry Hugglemonster   
02:15   Calimero   
02:30   Art Attack   
02:50   Zou   
03:05   Loopdidoo   
03:20   Henry Hugglemonster   
03:35   Calimero   
03:50   Zou   
04:05   Art Attack   
04:30   The Hive   
04:40   Loopdidoo   
04:55   Henry Hugglemonster   
05:10   Art Attack   
05:35   Loopdidoo   
05:50   Calimero   
06:05   Art Attack   
06:30   Henry Hugglemonster   
06:45   Zou   
07:00   Art Attack   
07:30   Henry Hugglemonster   
07:45   Loopdidoo   

08:00   Zou   
08:15   Calimero   
08:30   Loopdidoo   
08:45   Henry Hugglemonster   
09:00   Sheriff Callie's Wild West   
09:25   Mickey Mouse Clubhouse   
09:50   Goldie & Bear   
10:15   Miles From Tomorrow   
10:30   Jake And The Never Land Pirates   
11:00   Sofia The First   
11:30   Doc McStuffins   
12:00   The Lion Guard   
12:30   Goldie & Bear   
13:00   Mickey Mouse Clubhouse   
13:30   Miles From Tomorrow   
14:00   PJ Masks   
14:25   Jake And The Never Land Pirates   
14:50   Sheriff Callie's Wild West   
15:20   Doc McStuffins   
15:45   Sofia The First   
16:10   Goldie & Bear   
16:40   Mickey Mouse Clubhouse   
17:05   Doc McStuffins   
17:30   Jake And The Never Land Pirates   
18:00   The Lion Guard   
18:25   PJ Masks   
18:55   Doc McStuffins   
19:20   Mickey Mouse Clubhouse   
19:45   Sheriff Callie's Wild West   
20:15   Jake And The Never Land Pirates   
20:30   Sofia The First   
21:00   The Lion Guard   
21:30   The Lion Guard   
22:00   Unbungalievable   
22:05   Goldie & Bear   
22:35   Miles From Tomorrow   
23:00   Sheriff Callie's Wild West   
23:25   Mickey Mouse Clubhouse   
23:55   Minnie's Bow-Toons   

00:30   Gold Rush   
01:20   Wheels That Fail   
01:45   Alaska: The Last Frontier   
02:35   Alaska: The Last Frontier   
03:25   Alaska: The Last Frontier   
04:15   Alaska: The Last Frontier   
05:05   Alaska: The Last Frontier   
06:00   Alaska: The Last Frontier   
07:00   Deadliest Catch   
07:50   Wheeler Dealers: Trading Up   
08:40   Fast N' Loud   
09:30   What On Earth?   
10:20   The Liquidator   
10:45   How Do They Do It?   
11:10   How Do They Do It?   
11:35   So You Think You'd Survive?   
12:25   Legend Of Croc Gold   
13:15   Treasure Quest: Snake Island   
14:05   How Do They Do It?   
14:30   The Liquidator   
14:55   The Liquidator   
15:20   Alaska: The Last Frontier   
16:10   What On Earth?   
17:00   Deadliest Catch   
17:50   Fast N' Loud   
18:40   Wheeler Dealers: Trading Up   
19:30   How Do They Do It?   
19:55   How Do They Do It?   
20:20   What On Earth?   
21:10   The Liquidator   

21:35   The Liquidator   
22:00   Mega Trains   
22:50   Curiosity: X-Ray: Yellowstone   
23:40   Legend Of Croc Gold   

00:00   Programmes Start At 6:00am KSA   
07:00   Supa Strikas   
07:25   Supa Strikas   
07:50   Marvel's Avengers: Ultron
Revolution   
08:15   Future-Worm!   
08:40   Kirby Buckets   
09:10   Mighty Med   
09:35   Lab Rats Elite Force   
10:00   Lab Rats Elite Force   
10:25   K.C. Undercover   
10:50   K.C. Undercover   
11:20   Supa Strikas   
11:45   Supa Strikas   
12:10   Gamer's Guide To Pretty Much
Everything   
12:35   Gamer's Guide To Pretty Much
Everything   
13:00   The Jungle Book   
14:30   Danger Mouse   
14:45   Atomic Puppet   
15:10   Disney Mickey Mouse   
15:15   Supa Strikas   
15:40   Gravity Falls   
16:05   Lab Rats Elite Force   
16:30   Lab Rats Elite Force   
16:55   Lab Rats Elite Force   
17:25   Lab Rats Elite Force   
17:50   Lab Rats Elite Force   
18:15   Lab Rats Elite Force   
18:40   Lab Rats Elite Force   
19:05   Disney Mickey Mouse   
19:10   Gamer's Guide To Pretty Much
Everything   
19:35   The Jungle Book   
21:05   Danger Mouse   
21:20   Counterfeit Cat   
21:45   Mighty Med   
22:10   Pickle And Peanut   
22:40   Disney Mickey Mouse   
22:45   Marvel's Avengers: Ultron
Revolution   
23:10   Ultimate Spider-Man   
23:35   Boyster   

00:00   E! News   
00:30   Celebrity Style Story   
01:00   Hollywood & Football   
01:55   Hollywood & Football   
02:50   E! News   
03:50   Botched By Nature   
04:40   Botched By Nature   
05:35   Botched By Nature   
06:30   Celebrity Style Story   
07:00   LA Clippers Dance Squad   
08:00   Keeping Up With The Kardashians   
08:30   Keeping Up With The Kardashians   
09:00   Keeping Up With The Kardashians   
09:30   Kourtney & Khloe Take Miami   
10:00   Keeping Up With The Kardashians   
11:00   Keeping Up With The Kardashians   
12:00   Keeping Up With The Kardashians   
13:00   Kourtney And Khloe Take The
Hamptons   
14:00   Kourtney And Khloe Take The
Hamptons   
15:00   Keeping Up With The Kardashians   
16:00   Keeping Up With The Kardashians   
17:00   Keeping Up With The Kardashians   
18:00   Keeping Up With The Kardashians   
19:00   Keeping Up With The Kardashians   
20:00   E! News   
21:00   Mariah's World   
22:00   Mariah's World   
23:00   Revenge Body With Khloe
Kardashian   

00:00   Man Fire Food   
00:30   Man Fire Food   
01:00   Restaurant Stakeout   
02:00   Mystery Diners   
02:30   Mystery Diners   
03:00   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
03:30   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
04:00   Man Fire Food   
04:30   Man Fire Food   
05:00   Guy's Grocery Games   
06:00   Roadtrip With G. Garvin   
06:30   Roadtrip With G. Garvin   
07:00   Chopped   
08:00   Barefoot Contessa   
08:30   Barefoot Contessa   
09:00   The Pioneer Woman   
09:30   The Pioneer Woman   
10:00   Siba's Table   
10:30   Siba's Table   
11:00   Anna Olson: Bake   
11:30   Anna Olson: Bake   
12:00   Man Fire Food   
12:30   Man Fire Food   
13:00   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
13:30   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
14:00   Chopped   
15:00   Barefoot Contessa: Back To Basics   

15:30   Barefoot Contessa: Back To Basics   
16:00   The Pioneer Woman   
16:30   The Pioneer Woman   
17:00   Siba's Table   
17:30   Siba's Table   
18:00   Anna Olson: Bake   
18:30   Anna Olson: Bake   
19:00   Man Fire Food   
19:30   Man Fire Food   
20:00   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
20:30   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
21:00   Siba's Table: Fast Feasts   
21:30   Siba's Table: Fast Feasts   
22:00   Private Chef   
22:30   Private Chef   
23:00   Chopped   

00:05   Coronation Street   
00:30   Coronation Street   
00:50   Coronation Street   
01:15   Coronation Street   
01:35   Coronation Street   
02:00   5 Star Family Reunion   
02:45   Tracey Ullman's Show   
03:15   Coronation Street   
03:40   Coronation Street   
04:05   Coronation Street   
04:30   Coronation Street   
04:55   Coronation Street   
05:15   The Chase   
06:05   The Jonathan Ross Show   
07:00   5 Star Family Reunion   
07:50   Surprise Surprise   
08:45   Agatha Christie's Partners In Crime   
09:35   Agatha Christie's Partners In Crime   
10:30   Agatha Christie's Partners In Crime   
11:25   Endeavour   
12:55   Murdoch Mysteries   
13:45   Murdoch Mysteries   
14:40   Tracey Ullman's Show   
15:10   Surprise Surprise   
16:00   5 Star Family Reunion   
16:55   Midsomer Murders   
18:25   Jericho   
19:15   The Chase   
20:05   Surprise Surprise   
21:00   5 Star Family Reunion   
21:55   Murdoch Mysteries   
22:45   Murdoch Mysteries   
23:35   Midsomer Murders   

00:00   Engineering Disasters   
01:00   Engineering Disasters   
02:00   Engineering Disasters   
03:00   Engineering Disasters   
04:00   Engineering Disasters   
04:50   Engineering Disasters   
05:40   Engineering Disasters   
06:30   Engineering Disasters   
07:20   Engineering Disasters   
08:10   The Universe   
09:00   Engineering Disasters   
10:00   Engineering Disasters   
11:00   Engineering Disasters   
12:00   Engineering Disasters   
13:00   Engineering Disasters   
14:00   Engineering Disasters   
15:00   Engineering Disasters   
16:00   Engineering Disasters   
17:00   Engineering Disasters   
18:00   Engineering Disasters   
19:00   Engineering Disasters   
20:00   Monster Quest   
21:00   Ancient Impossible   
22:00   How 2 Win   
23:00   Ancient Aliens   

01:20   Ice Road Truckers   
02:10   Hunting Hitler   
03:00   Counting Cars   
03:25   Car Hunters   
03:50   American Restoration   
04:40   Leepu And Pitbull   
05:30   Storage Wars: Best Of   
06:00   Battle 360   
07:00   Ice Road Truckers   
07:50   Shipping Wars   
08:15   Shipping Wars   
08:40   Counting Cars   
09:05   Counting Cars   
09:30   Pawn Stars   
09:55   Pawn Stars   
10:20   Storage Wars   
10:45   Storage Wars   
11:10   American Pickers   
12:00   The Curse Of Oak Island   
12:50   Time Team   
13:40   Swamp People   
14:30   Ax Men   
15:20   Mountain Men   
16:10   Ice Road Truckers   
17:00   Counting Cars   
17:25   Counting Cars   
17:50   Pawn Stars   
18:15   Pawn Stars   
18:40   America's Greatest Prison Breaks   
20:20   Ax Men   
21:10   American Pickers   

22:00   Pawn Stars   
22:25   Storage Wars: Best Of   
22:50   Storage Wars   
23:15   Storage Wars   
23:40   Counting Cars   

00:20   The Food Files   
00:45   World's Biggest Festiva   
01:35   Miguel's Tropical Kitchen   
02:00   My Restaurant In India   
02:25   John Torode's Malaysian
Adventure   
02:50   John Torode's Malaysian
Adventure   
03:15   The Wine Show   
04:05   Eat: The Story Of Food   
04:55   What's For Sale?   
05:20   What's For Sale?   
05:45   Home Strange Home   
06:35   Cesar's Recruit: Asia   
07:00   Cesar To The Rescue   
07:50   This Is Brazil   
08:40   Sara's Australia Unveiled   
09:05   Gok's Chinese Takeaway   
09:55   A Is For Apple   
10:20   Glamour Puds   
10:45   Charlie Luxton's Homes By The
Sea   
11:35   My Restaurant In India   
12:00   The Food Files   
12:25   Tom's Istanbul Delight   
12:50   Rustic Adventures Italy   
13:15   Rustic Adventures Italy   
13:40   My Restaurant In India   
14:05   John Torode's Malaysian
Adventure   
14:35   John Torode's Malaysian
Adventure   
15:00   Ariana's Persian Kitchen   
15:30   Street Food Around The World   
15:55   Eat: The Story Of Food   
16:50   What's For Sale?   
17:20   David Rocco's Dolce India   
17:45   Home Strange Home   
18:40   Cesar's Recruit: Asia   
19:10   Cesar To The Rescue   
20:05   Eat: The Story Of Food   
21:00   What's For Sale?   
21:25   David Rocco's Dolce India   
21:50   Home Strange Home   
22:40   Cesar's Recruit: Asia   
23:05   Cesar To The Rescue   
23:55   My Restaurant In India   

00:20   Nazi Underworld   
01:10   Mega Factories   
02:00   Air Crash Investigation   
03:00   Inside Cocaine Wars   
03:55   The Numbers Game   
04:20   The Numbers Game   
04:50   Beyond Magic With DMC   
05:45   Ancient Secrets: China's Lost
Pyramids   
06:40   Continent 7: Antarctica   
07:35   Reagan: The Assassination
Attempt   
08:30   Facing...   
09:25   The War Generals   
10:20   WW2 Hell Under The Sea   
11:15   The Border   
12:10   Locked Up Abroad   
13:05   Live Free Or Die   
14:00   Dog Whisperer   
15:00   Cesar's Recruit: Asia   
15:30   Desperate Hours   
16:00   Sea Of Hope   
17:00   Wicked Tuna   
18:00   Explorer   
19:00   The Real Saddam Hussein   
20:00   Beyond Magic With DMC   
21:00   Wicked Tuna   
21:50   Explorer   
22:40   The Real Saddam Hussein   
23:30   Beyond Magic With DMC   

00:30   Shark Men   
01:20   Rescue Ink   
02:10   Wild 24   
03:00   World's Deadliest   
03:50   Monster Fish   
04:45   Man And The Wild   
05:40   Borneo's Secret Kingdom   
06:35   Battle Of The Swamp Dragons   
07:30   Monster Fish   
08:25   Monster Fish   
09:20   Deadly Instincts   
10:15   Sea Of Hope   
11:10   Wild Russia   
12:05   India's Lost Worlds   
13:00   Lion Ranger   
13:55   World's Deadliest   
14:50   Monster Fish   
15:45   Man And The Wild   
16:40   Borneo's Secret Kingdom   
17:35   Borneo's Secret Kingdom   
18:30   Dr. Oakley: Yukon Vet   
19:25   Swamp Men   
20:20   Man And The Wild   
21:10   Borneo's Secret Kingdom   
22:00   Borneo's Secret Kingdom   

22:50   Dr. Oakley: Yukon Vet   
23:40   Swamp Men   

00:00   The Riot Club   
02:00   Standoff   
04:00   Fading Gigolo   
06:00   A Teacher's Obsession   
08:00   The Beat Beneath My Feet   
10:00   Stolen From Suburbia   
12:00   Standoff   
14:00   Breaking Through   
16:00   The Better Angels   
18:00   Stolen From Suburbia   
20:00   Lullaby   
22:00   We Gotta Get Out Of This Place   

00:30   Late Night With Seth Meyers   
01:30   Happy Endings   
02:00   The Simpsons   
02:30   Saturday Night Live   
04:00   2 Broke Girls   
04:30   Life In Pieces   
05:00   The Bill Engvall Show   
05:30   The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy
Fallon   
06:30   Trophy Wife   
07:00   $#*! My Dad Says   
07:30   The Bernie Mac Show   
08:00   Late Night With Seth Meyers   
09:00   The Bill Engvall Show   
09:30   Trophy Wife   
10:00   2 Broke Girls   
10:30   Playing House   
11:00   Playing House   
11:30   The Bernie Mac Show   
12:00   The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy
Fallon   
13:00   $#*! My Dad Says   
13:30   The Bill Engvall Show   
14:00   Trophy Wife   
14:30   The Bernie Mac Show   
15:00   Life In Pieces   
15:30   Playing House   
16:00   Playing House   
16:30   Happy Endings   
17:00   The Simpsons   
17:30   $#*! My Dad Says   
18:00   Late Night With Seth Meyers   
19:00   New Girl   
19:30   Cooper Barrett's Guide To
Surviving   
20:00   The Last Man On Earth   
20:30   The Mindy Project   
21:00   The Goldbergs   
21:30   The Goldbergs   
22:00   The Simpsons   
22:30   The Simpsons   
23:00   Girls   
23:30   Girls   

00:00   Inside Out   
02:00   Captain Sabertooth And The
Treasure Of Lama Rama   
04:00   Zootropolis   
06:00   Bonta   
08:00   Captain Sabertooth And The
Treasure Of Lama Rama   
10:00   Inside Out   
12:00   Zootropolis   
14:00   Curious George   
16:00   Hotel Transylvania 2   
18:00   Storm Rider   
20:00   Beyond The Mask   
22:00   Little Man Tate   

00:00   10 Cloverfield Lane   
02:00   Fathers And Daughters   
04:00   I'll See You In My Dreams   
06:00   The Age Of Adaline   
08:00   Believe   
10:00   Kindergarten Cop 2   
12:00   Ride Along 2   
14:00   Before We Go   
15:45   90 Minutes In Heaven   
18:00   Insurgent   
20:00   Daddy's Home   
22:00   Mad Max: Fury Road   

01:00   Save Your Legs!   
03:00   Superfast   
05:00   Lovesick   
07:00   Honeymooners   
09:00   Baby Mama   
11:00   Lovesick   
13:00   Superfast   
15:00   Passed Away   
17:00   Baby Mama   
19:00   Norbit   
21:00   Now Add Honey   
23:00   Horrible Bosses 2   INSURGENT ON OSN MOVIES HD

SUPERFAST ON OSN MOVIES COMEDY HD

FANTASTIC 4 ON OSN MOVIES ACTION



Classifieds
TUESDAY, JANUARY 24, 2017

Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)

DIAL161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION

KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY
(19/01/2017 TO 25/01/2017)

SHARQIA-1
AL ATR -Kuwaiti Film                                                                            12:30 PM
AL ATR -Kuwaiti Film                                                                            2:30 PM
AL ATR -Kuwaiti Film                                                                            4:30 PM
AL ATR -Kuwaiti Film                                                                            6:30 PM
AL ATR -Kuwaiti Film                                                                            8:30 PM
AL ATR -Kuwaiti Film                                                                            10:30 PM
AL ATR -Kuwaiti Film                                                                            12:30 AM

SHARQIA-2
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                                    1:00 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                                    3:00 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                                    5:00 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                                    7:00 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                                    9:00 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                                    11:00 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                                    1:00 AM

SHARQIA-3
BALLERINA                                                                                               12:00 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                                      2:00 PM
BALLERINA                                                                                               5:15 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                                                                  7:15 PM
PATRIOTS DAY                                                                                         9:30 PM
PATRIOTS DAY                                                                                         12:15 AM

MUHALAB-1
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                                      11:45 AM
BALLERINA                                                                                               3:00 PM
BALLERINA                                                                                               5:00 PM
BALLERINA                                                                                               2:00 PM
KHAIDI NO. 150 -Telugu                                                                     4:00 PM
KHAIDI NO. 150 -Telugu                                                                     7:00 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                                      9:45 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                                    1:00 AM

MUHALAB-2
AL ATR -Kuwaiti Film                                                                            12:00 PM
AL ATR -Kuwaiti Film                                                                            2:00 PM
AL ATR -Kuwaiti Film                                                                            4:00 PM
BALLERINA                                                                                               4:00 PM
AL ATR -Kuwaiti Film                                                                            6:00 PM
AL ATR -Kuwaiti Film                                                                            8:00 PM
AL ATR -Kuwaiti Film                                                                            10:00 PM
AL ATR -Kuwaiti Film                                                                            12:05 AM

MUHALAB-3
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                                    12:15 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                                    2:15 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                                    4:15 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                                    6:15 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                                    8:15 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                                    10:15 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                                    12:15 AM

FANAR-1

AL ATR -Kuwaiti Film                                                                            11:30 AM
BALLERINA                                                                                               1:30 PM
BALLERINA                                                                                               3:30 PM
BALLERINA                                                                                               5:30 PM
A MONSTER CALLS                                                                              7:30 PM
PATRIOTS DAY                                                                                         9:45 PM
PATRIOTS DAY                                                                                         12:30 AM

FANAR-2
AL ATR -Kuwaiti Film                                                                            12:45 PM
AL ATR -Kuwaiti Film                                                                            2:45 PM
AL ATR -Kuwaiti Film                                                                            4:45 PM
AL ATR -Kuwaiti Film                                                                            6:45 PM
AL ATR -Kuwaiti Film                                                                            8:45 PM
AL ATR -Kuwaiti Film                                                                            10:45 PM
AL ATR -Kuwaiti Film                                                                            12:45 AM

FANAR-3
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                                      12:30 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                                                                  4:00 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                                      6:15 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                                                                      9:30 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                                                                  12:45 AM

FANAR-4
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                                    12:15 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                                    2:15 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                                    4:15 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                                    6:15 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                                    8:15 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                                    10:15 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                                    12:15 AM

MARINA-1
THE GREAT WALL                                                                                  11:45 AM
BALLERINA                                                                                               2:30 PM
MOANA                                                                                                     4:45 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                                                                  7:00 PM
PATRIOTS DAY                                                                                         9:15 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                                    12:05 AM

MARINA-2
AL ATR -Kuwaiti Film                                                                            12:00 PM
AL ATR  —  -Kuwaiti Film                                                                   2:00 PM
BALLERINA                                                                                               4:00 PM
AL ATR -Kuwaiti Film                                                                            6:00 PM
AL ATR -Kuwaiti Film                                                                            8:00 PM
AL ATR -Kuwaiti Film                                                                            10:00 PM
AL ATR -Kuwaiti Film                                                                            12:05 AM

MARINA-3
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                                    12:45 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                                    2:45 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                                    4:45 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                                    6:45 PM
xXx: RETURN OF XANDER CAGE                                                    8:45 PM

Arrival Flights on Tuesday 24/1/2017
Airlines Flt Route Time
MSC 405 Sohag 00:05
KAC 776 Riyadh 00:20
KLM 411 Amsterdam/Dammam 00:20
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
JZR 539 Cairo 00:40
THY 772 Istanbul 00:55
MSC 411 Asyut 01:00
QTR 1086 Doha 01:15
KAC 102 London 01:25
THY 764 Istanbul 01:50
DLH 635 Doha 01:55
PGT 858 Istanbul 02:00
AXB 395 Kozhikode 02:00
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 02:05
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:30
UAE 853 Dubai 02:30
OMA 643 Muscat 02:55
KKK 6506 Istanbul 02:55
FDB 069 Dubai 03:05
RJA 644 Amman 03:05
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:10
MSR 612 Cairo 03:10
QTR 1076 Doha 03:30
KAC 358 Kochi 03:30
KAC 206 Islamabad 03:45
KAC 1544 Cairo 03:55
LMU 5510 Cairo 04:00
KAC 418 Manila 04:25
THY 6376 Istanbul 05:05
JZR 529 Asyut 05:15
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:20
KAC 354 BLR 05:20
KAC 344 Chennai 05:35
KAC 332 Trivandrum 05:45
THY 770 Istanbul 05:55
KAC 384 Delhi 06:05
KAC 364 Colombo 06:05
KAC 346 Ahmedabad 06:25
BAW 157 London 06:40
PAL 668 Manila/Dubai 07:00
FDB 5061 Dubai 07:15
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 302 Mumbai 08:20
UAE 855 Dubai 08:40
KAC 382 Delhi 08:45
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:05
QTR 1070 Doha 09:30
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
SVA 512 Riyadh 10:00
AVV 651 Asyut 10:10
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
IRA 675 Lar 10:40
SYR 341 Damascus 11:00
MSC 403 Asyut 11:15
JZR 165 Dubai 11:30
MEA 404 Beirut 11:55
QTR 8511 Doha 12:00
MSC 401 Alexandria 12:30
JZR 561 Sohag 12:40
FDB 075 Dubai 12:50
UAE 871 Dubai 12:50
KAC 680 Dubai 12:55
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
AXB 393 Kozhikode 13:10
BON 101 Sarajevo 13:30
KAC 564 Amman 13:40

KAC 788 Jeddah 13:45
KAC 792 Madinah 13:50
QTR 1078 Doha 14:10
FDB 059 Dubai 14:20
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:30
KAC 692 Muscat 14:30
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:40
KAC 542 Cairo 14:45
KAC 672 Dubai 14:50
KNE 529 Jeddah 14:55
KAC 618 Doha 15:00
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:15
KAC 286 Dhaka 15:20
OMA 645 Muscat 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:50
KAC 154 Istanbul 15:55
QTR 1072 Doha 16:10
JZR 535 Cairo 16:10
FDB 051 Dubai 16:25
KAC 662 Abu Dhabi 16:35
RJA 640 Amman 16:55
CLX 7785 Doha 17:00
KAC 118 New York 17:00
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:45
JZR 325 Al Najaf 17:50
NIA 251 Alexandria 17:55
UAE 875 Dubai 18:00
FDB 063 Dubai 18:10
JZR 177 Dubai 18:20
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30
QTR 1080 Doha 18:50
KAC 746 Dammam 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:25
KAC 502 Beirut 19:30
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:30
KAC 778 Riyadh 19:35
KAC 674 Dubai 19:45
FDB 057 Dubai 19:50
KAC 514 Tehran 19:50
KAC 168 Paris 19:55
MSR 618 Alexandria 20:05
OMA 647 Muscat 20:10
QTR 1088 Doha 20:35
KAC 562 Amman 20:40
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:45
KAC 616 Bahrain 20:50
FDB 5053 Dubai 20:50
JAI 572 Mumbai 20:55
KAC 786 Jeddah 21:15
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:20
MEA 402 Beirut 21:20
ALK 229 Colombo 21:25
KAC 172 Frankfurt 21:35
UAE 859 Dubai 21:40
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
QTR 1082 Doha 22:00
JZR 125 Bahrain 22:05
KLM 415 Amsterdam/Dammam 22:10
NIA 151 Cairo 22:10
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:15
AIC 987 Chennai/Hyderabad 22:25
PIA 239 Sialkot 22:35
JZR 241 Amman 22:45
JZR 185 Dubai 23:15
FDB 071 Dubai 23:45
JAI 574 Mumbai 23:50

Departure Flights on Tuesday 24/1/2017
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 976 Goa/Chennai 00:05
FDB 072 Dubai 00:40
ETD 920 Abu Dhabi 00:45
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:50
MSC 406 Sohag 01:00
BBC 144 Chittagong/Dhaka 01:30
KLM 411 Amsterdam 01:35
MSC 412 Asyut 01:55
KAC 417 Manila 02:00
KAC 285 Dhaka 02:25
THY 773 Istanbul 02:25
DLH 635 Frankfurt 02:55
AXB 396 Kozhikode 02:55
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 03:05
PGT 859 Istanbul 03:35
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
KKK 6505 Istanbul 03:55
OMA 644 Muscat 03:55
THY 765 Istanbul 04:00
MSR 613 Cairo 04:10
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:10
KAC 167 Paris 04:25
QTR 1077 Doha 04:40
LMU 5511 Cairo 05:00
QTR 1087 Doha 05:50
JZR 560 Sohag 06:05
FDB 070 Dubai 06:30
THY 6376 Dubai/Istanbul 06:35
KAC 153 Istanbul 06:50
THY 771 Istanbul 06:50
JZR 164 Dubai 06:55
RJA 645 Amman 07:05
GFA 212 Bahrain 07:15
KAC 541 Cairo 07:15
KAC 787 Jeddah 07:45
KAC 171 Frankfurt 07:55
FDB 5062 Dubai 07:55
KAC 563 Amman 08:00
KAC 679 Dubai 08:10
BAW 156 London 08:40
FDB 054 Dubai 08:55
KAC 791 Madinah 09:00
KAC 691 Muscat 09:00
KAC 117 SNN/New York 09:00
JZR 534 Cairo 09:15
KAC 101 London 09:35
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:55
KAC 671 Dubai 10:05
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:10
FDB 056 Dubai 10:35
QTR 1071 Doha 10:40
SVA 513 Riyadh 11:00
AVV 652 Sohag 11:10
KAC 617 Doha 11:10
KAC 501 Beirut 11:15
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:25
IRA 674 Lar 11:40
SYR 342 Damascus 12:00
KAC 661 Abu Dhabi 12:05
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:05
MSC 404 Asyut 12:15
MEA 405 Beirut 12:55
QTR 8512 Doha 13:30
MSC 402 Alexandria 13:30
JZR 176 Dubai 13:45
AAG 143 IQA 14:00

MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
FDB 076 Dubai 14:05
AXB 394 Kozhikode 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
JZR 324 Al Najaf 14:25
BON 102 Sarajevo 14:55
KAC 673 Dubai 15:00
KAC 561 Amman 15:00
FDB 060 Dubai 15:10
KAC 785 Jeddah 15:15
PAL 669 Dubai/Manila 15:20
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:25
KAC 513 Tehran 15:25
QTR 1079 Doha 15:40
SVA 501 Jeddah 15:45
KNE 530 Jeddah 15:55
KAC 777 Riyadh 16:00
KAC 745 Dammam 16:00
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20
KAC 357 Kochi 16:20
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:30
OMA 646 Muscat 16:35
JZR 266 Beirut 17:05
JZR 240 Amman 17:15
FDB 052 Dubai 17:25
KAC 615 Bahrain 17:35
KAC 343 Chennai 17:40
QTR 1073 Doha 17:40
UAE 858 Dubai 17:45
JZR 538 Cairo 17:45
RJA 641 Amman 17:55
KAC 331 Trivandrum 18:00
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
KAC 205 Islamabad 18:25
CLX 7785 Luxembourg 18:30
JZR 184 Dubai 18:40
NIA 252 Alexandria 18:55
FDB 064 Dubai 19:05
JZR 124 Bahrain 19:15
UAE 876 Dubai 19:30
MSR 621 Cairo 19:30
QTR 1081 Doha 19:50
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:05
GFA 218 Bahrain 20:15
FDB 058 Dubai 20:35
KAC 361 Colombo 20:35
KAC 1543 Cairo 21:00
MSR 607 Luxor 21:05
OMA 648 Muscat 21:10
KAC 345 Ahmedabad 21:30
QTR 1089 Doha 21:35
DLH 634 Doha 21:35
FDB 5054 Dubai 21:50
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
JAI 571 Mumbai 21:55
KAC 351 Kochi 22:00
KAC 783 Jeddah 22:10
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:15
KAC 413 Bangkok 22:15
KAC 203 Lahore 22:15
MEA 403 Beirut 22:20
ALK 230 Colombo 22:25
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:30
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:45
KAC 381 Delhi 22:45
UAE 860 Dubai 22:55
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:05
NIA 152 Cairo 23:10
QTR 1083 Doha 23:20
KLM 415 Dammam/Amsterdam 23:20
PIA 240 Sialkot 23:35

PRAYER TIMINGS

Fajr: 05:19

Shorook 06:41

Duhr: 12:00

Asr: 14:59

Maghrib: 17:19

Isha: 18:39

CHANGE OF NAME

I, Iddin Kunhi Pallibali
Abbas S/o Abbas Pallibali,
Passport No. L1458495 &
Civil ID No. 281060107647.
have changed my name as
Aboobakkar Siddiq vide
affidavit dated 14.12.2016
before notary Sirajuddin,
Mangalore (C 5259)

I, Jamil Lobo wife of Patrick
Lobo holder of Indian
Passport No. G3196491 and
Civil ID No. 282062803579
has changed my name to
Jamil Avelino Fernandes
hereinafter in all my deal-
ings and documents, I will
be known by name of Jamil
Avelino Fernandes. (C 5260)
23-1-2017



TUESDAY, JANUARY 24, 2017

Think through decisions today and you will do very well. Work, achievement
and ambition mean a lot to you. You know, however, that if you stay serious

for too long you could miss the funny side of life. Consider a shopping trip after work.
Perhaps a friend would like to accompany you. Compare prices and you will be pleased
with the outcome. Progressive people and idealistic groups or concepts play a more
important role in your life, as a new phase of your life begins. There is a concern for some-
thing bigger than any one person-the good of the many outweighs the needs of the few.
You are coming into a time of experimenting with new concepts. Perhaps, in the process
of shedding the old we find the original. Consider trying out for a play.

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

You may be extremely eloquent or forceful in talking or communicating.
People will have no problem in knowing exactly what you mean when you speak. You
have a deep appreciation for feelings and movement just now. You may just want to get
out and about and walk or exercise. You should be clearing away old debts, resentments
and paperwork at this time. Anything that slows you from your goals may need adjusting.
Clear thoughts about the past may take up your time. This afternoon you will be clear in
thought and communication. You will have support from your family or loved one for
some project this afternoon. Show others your lighter side. Laugh and make it a point to
get others to laugh. Your energies are very good today.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

You have the ability to create a positive from a negative and can have a con-
structive influence within group meetings or with authority figures. Your emotional
strength today may come from your constant positive outlook as well as the positive peo-
ple you enjoy having around you. Compose your thoughts and then keep moving for-
ward. When loved ones come to you with a problem later today, ask them first what they
consider is the smart thing to do. You will be preventing an emotional overload and they
will talk and find their own answer. You may find that your creative side is at a high this
evening. This, along with the ability to put your thoughts into words, allows you to
bewitch and transport. Good news is nearby.

Today you keep your positive frame of mind-consistent. You proceed
through the workday with great vigor and enthusiasm. You look forward to the upcoming
time when you will be able to enjoy a retreat or a weekend fling. This may be a real break
away from one type of surrounding to another. You are witty, logical and reasonable and
people love to gather around you. Perhaps a camping or a fishing trip can be planned
soon. You look forward to listening to the birds, building a campfire and just generally
hanging out. If you are married, your mate will enjoy some quiet time as well and may
even come with you. Identify some common goals that you and your mate would enjoy
this year and start making your plans for future trips.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

You look forward to a lecture today; however, you may not stay too long.
The program teaches how to learn a new organizing system along with some time man-
agement discussions. You get some good ideas-later, you are off to meet a friend, perhaps
have a late night dinner. New foods, new stores, you never saw the town this way before.
All it takes is someone very charming to open those beautiful eyes of yours. There is talk of
how one would survive if lost and away from civilization. Each of you has special ideas of
how you would manage and much laughter, as well as thought, will go into your conver-
sation. This is kind of like the conversation of what you would like to have with you if you
were stranded on an island.

Leo (July 23-August 22)

You have a great deal of understanding and sensitivity to the needs of
others. Your communication abilities are understood and accurate. You are on the mark
when it comes to solving problems. The only negative part about today is that sometime
in the afternoon you may feel blocked or frustrated by someone. Give the situation some
thought and then let it go. Where you have been and what you have acquired comes into
play as you think about your future and where it may lead. Your thoughts are clear and
you may even have some psychic insights for yourself and your loved ones. Stay in the
moment and avoid the traps of worry, especially about things you cannot control. Make
plans with your sweetheart to spend some fun time together.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

Taking care of business is a major theme where your emotional orientation
is concerned this morning. You crave organization and expediency and you want to get
things accomplished. There just does not seem to be enough time in the day to do every-
thing you set out to accomplish. You feel a love of order and law and you have an appreci-
ation for responsibilities and duty. When there is an imbalance in the daily work, you tend
to become a bit frustrated. Not to worry, these powers seem to have created just enough
time for you to do your fair share of the work. Any extra work and you will need to put in
for overtime. When you are not busy with your nose to the grindstone you are most pleas-
ant, grateful and you love to praise others. 

Libra (September 23-October 22)

If you know that your job will lead to the success you had planned for your-
self, you will work long and hard. You are a smart businessperson and others look to you
for answers. Today, however, you may find some sort of delay in production. An interrup-
tion could be a communication concern. With your help, work will be productive once
again. This afternoon you may want to set aside some time to find a weak link so that you
can adjust, change or perform whatever duties are needed to eradicate any problems.
Later you will find time to relax a bit. You could be running a newspaper or a paint shop or
any other type of business where lots of people depend on your evaluation results.
Energies are building for some positive changes soon.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

Secondary jobs are as much a part of your life as a regular job routine. You
will find some extra monetary reward or a loosening of the budget where

this second job is concerned. Taking chances with your creativeness can bring big
rewards for you now. You could be lecturing or writing today and you will find it easy to
be creative with your words. Young people play a big part in today's agenda. You are
appreciated and admired for your thoughtful ways. You will be rewarded for your volun-
teer work and you may want to volunteer to help run errands or do chores for the handi-
capped or nursing homes. This work is satisfying and a real boost to the self-esteem. New
ways to communicate will bring a lift to your physical energies. Listen to suggestions.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

If you work for a large company, you may want to influence the executives to
put in an exercise room for employees. Perhaps the employees could make part of the
contribution. You will be thinking along improvements in your health as much as you
would be thinking about how exercise can be invigorating and a good stress relief. This is a
good workday with lots of problem-solving successes. Insights and ideas come easily but
may not find expression just yet. Writing out your ideas is a good way to gain a focus.
There is a need to complete a task that has been long overdue for completion. After some
research, you will find the answers you need. A science fiction movie could prove enjoy-

able tonight.

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Business partnerships need work; conferences, reviews, encouraging news
and plans are on the agenda now. You may wonder about the motives of

someone today-you, however, could be on the right track with your thinking. Long-range
and long-distance matters will be in focus. Any plans can be calibrated now. This afternoon
you have time to update some personal business. You may have been thinking about the
purchase of a new painting, perhaps for an investment. The cost of an appraisal is a wise
choice before making a valuable and important purchase. You will have an occasion to
show off your living quarters later this evening and you set aside a little time to straighten

up a little and perhaps add a few candles into the mix for good smells.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Mountain climbing, parachuting or deep-sea diving may have been in your
past but now you are looking for new challenges. Your friends could be asking about your
next challenge and you have subjects to ponder. You enjoy sports as well as olympic style
competition and you have ideas of what might be next but only a few of your friends will
want to join you. You love life and embrace the experiences that come with it. A spelunk-
ing or science-discovery group may be what keeps you busy in your free time this birth
year. Don't forget to take a camera with you for whatever new adventure you want to
experience. Coming back to this day and tending to business, you look forward to being
with your friends later this evening. 

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 1500

ACROSS
1. A drug combination found in some over-

the-counter headache remedies (Aspirin
and Phenacetin and Caffeine).

4. Raspberry native to eastern North America
having black thimble-shaped fruit.

12. Any high mountain.
15. The syllable naming the sixth (submediant)

note of a major or minor scale in solmiza-
tion.

16. In a linear manner.
17. United States liquid unit equal to 4 quarts

or 3.785 liters.
18. With rapid movements.
20. A silvery ductile metallic element found

primarily in bauxite.
21. Proceed or issue forth, as from a source.
23. A deep bow.
25. The United Nations agency concerned with

atomic energy.
27. An ancient Hebrew unit of dry measure

equal to about a bushel.
28. United States writer who was a leading fig-

ure of the beat generation (1922-1969).
30. (Greek mythology) Any of the 50 sea

nymphs who were daughters of the sea
god Nereus.

32. A Russian river.
34. German physiologist and histologist who

in 1839 identified the cell as the basic
structure of plant and animal tissue (1810-
1882).

36. Stem of the rattan palm used for making
canes and umbrella handles.

40. A former agency (from 1946 to 1974) that
was responsible for research into atomic
energy and its peacetime uses in the
United States.

41. A rare chronic progressive encephalitis
caused by the measles virus and occurring
primarily in children and young adults.

45. Any of numerous ornamental shrubs
grown for their showy flowers of various
colors.

47. A colorless volatile highly inflammable liq-
uid used as an inhalation anesthetic.

48. Imperial dynasty that ruled China (most of
the time) from 206 BC to 221 and expand-
ed its boundaries and developed its
bureaucracy.

49. Tending to reserve or introspection.
51. The bureau of the Treasury Department

responsible for tax collections.
52. A unit of dry measure used in Egypt.
54. Small buffalo of the Celebes having small

straight horns.
56. Out of fashion.
59. The basic unit of money in Iran.
61. Belonging to some prior time.
64. Being or moving higher in position or

greater in some value.
65. A Powhatan Indian woman (the daughter

of Powhatan) who befriended the English
at Jamestown and is said to have saved
Captain John Smith's life (1595-1617).

69. A final crushing defeat.
72. Deliberately arranged for effect.
73. The compass point midway between east

and southeast.
74. Surveying instrument consisting of the

upper movable part of a theodolite
including the telescope and its attach-
ments.

77. Jordan's port.
78. (British) Your grandmother.
79. Grown for its thickened edible aromatic

root.
81. An adult male person (as opposed to a

woman).
82. An inflammatory disease of connective tis-

sue with variable features including fever
and weakness and fatigability and joint
pains and skin lesions on the face or neck
or arms.

83. Fix firmly or securely.
84. A loose sleeveless outer garment made

from aba cloth.

DOWN
1. By bad luck.
2. An informal term for a father.
3. A soft whitish calcite.
4. Tired to the point of exhaustion.
5. Being one more than fifty.
6. (Irish) Mother of the ancient Irish gods.
7. Belonging to or prescribed for celiac disease.
8. Unknown god.
9. A member of an Algonquian people living in

central Canada.
10. An annual publication including weather

forecasts and other miscellaneous infor-
mation arranged according to the calen-
dar of a given year.

11. 100 pyas equal 1 kyat.
12. With the mouth wide open as in wonder or

awe.
13. Club consisting of a heavy stick (often

bamboo) bound with iron.
14. Appeal or request earnestly.
19. Of or like a cecum.
22. German physicist and chemist who formu-

lated the third law of thermodynamics
(1864-1941).

24. A polyvalent metallic element that resem-
bles chromium and tungsten in its proper-
ties.

26. A member of one of the four divisions of
the prehistoric Greeks.

29. North American republic containing 50
states - 48 conterminous states in North
America plus Alaska in northwest North
America and the Hawaiian Islands in the
Pacific Ocean.

31. Half the width of an em.
33. A street of small shops (especially in

Orient).
35. Several gregarious moth larvae that spin

webs over foliage on which they feed.
37. Relating to or characteristic of or occurring

on land.
38. Tropical American trees with palmately

compound leaves and showy bell-shaped
flowers.

39. Airtight sealed metal container for food or
drink or paint etc..

42. One of the two main branches of orthodox
Islam.

43. An incidental benefit awarded for certain
types of employment (especially if it is
regarded as a right).

44. Any of several related languages of the
Celts in Ireland and Scotland.

46. (Scotland) A slope or hillside.
50. Sole genus of the family Naiadaceae.
53. A fencing sword similar to a foil but with a

heavier blade.
55. Anything that covers or conceals.
57. Showing a brooding ill humor.
58. Having the character or disposition

harmed by pampering or oversolicitous
attention.

60. Cause to be attached.
62. Of or in or relating to the nose.
63. Comb-plate or locomotor organ consisting

of a row of strong cilia whose bases are
fused.

66. Small terrestrial lizard of warm regions of
the Old World.

67. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked on a
skewer usually with vegetables.

68. A city in southern Turkey on the Seyhan
River.

70. Any competition.
71. A European river.
75. A unit of surface area equal to 100 square

meters.
76. A loud harsh or strident noise.
80. A radioactive element of the actinide

series.
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Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists

Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444

Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222

Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171

Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999

Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700

Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223

Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)

Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510

Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660

Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478

Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996

Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988

Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166

Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners

Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123

Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312

Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920

Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465

Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528

Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781

Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists

Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534

Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955

Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660

Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120

Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047
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Casey Affleck's stock is at an all-time
high after his acclaimed performance
in Kenneth Lonergan's "Manchester

by the Sea" made him one of Hollywood's
most recognizable faces. Yet the enigmatic
41-year-old-a best actor Golden Globe win-
ner and a frontrunner for the Oscars in
February-can next be seen in an obscure
indie role, shrouded in a bedsheet and
largely silent. "He and I have been friends
for so long at this point that it's just fun to
watch him get all the acclaim," director
David Lowery told AFP Sunday ahead of
the world premiere of "A Ghost Story."

"Working with him is just like hanging
out with a good friend, and this is not a
typical movie for an actor of his caliber to
do." Affleck may have been given his air
fare to Texas to shoot "A Ghost Story," but
it's unlikely it would have been his biggest
pay day. Filmed mostly in one house, it cost
almost nothing to make and was shot
secretly over two months last summer in
Dallas, Texas.

Lowery began working on the movie
just days after wrapping the big budget
Disney remake of "Pete's Dragon" and
found what little cash was required himself.
A languid, hypnotic meditation on time,
legacy and belonging, "A Ghost Story" sees
Affleck and Rooney Mara together for the
first time since Lowery's last indie hit, the
2013 crime romance "Ain't Them Bodies
Saints."

'Low-charisma mumbler' 
They play an unnamed couple who

appear to be enjoying the trappings of
domesticity in a secure relationship which
is ripped apart when his character is killed
in car crash near the start of the movie. He
spends the rest of the film as a ghost, com-
pelled to inhabit his rural Texan home,
even after his grieving partner moves on
and leaves. Draped playfully in the arche-
typal white bedsheet, Affleck is the kind of
comic specter you might find in "Scooby
Doo," his sorrowful but inscrutable expres-
sion defined by two black eyeholes.

It is an odd role for a big star, but per-
haps one uniquely suited to an actor
whose sensibilities have always been
somewhat left of the mainstream. Variety's

chief film critic Peter Debruge, who
describes Affleck as a "low-charisma mum-
bler who tends to keep his characters'
emotions bottled up," points out that he is
one of the few actors who can convey as
much with a sheet over his head as with-
out. "I know him so well at this point that I
can just call him up and say 'can you come
to Texas for two weeks and do something
kind of crazy?' and he's totally down to do
it," Lowery said.

Auteur 
"He, like myself, has so many different

interests as a filmmaker. It's exciting to see
him not only be incredibly successful with
'Manchester' but to not rest on those lau-
rels and to go off and... make a small art
film like this."

Affleck was not at Sunday's screening at
the Sundance Film Festival as he is having
another go at directing after making the
unloved mockumentary "I'm Still Here." But
his performance earned warm applause
from the audience in Park City, Utah and
critics have been generous in their early
reviews for the movie.

IndieWire described "A Ghost Story" as
Lowery's best film to date, while the
Hollywood Reporter predicted that it
would find an admiring, if niche, audience.
"A Ghost Story," also written and edited by
36-year-old Lowery, was inspired by an
argument the director had with his wife,
actress Augustine Frizzell, about where
they should live.

An indie auteur at heart, he has adopted
the common indie kid strategy of paying
for the labors of love with the big studio
movies, and he is lined up for another
Disney remake, "Peter Pan." "It's just me fol-
lowing my creative instincts. I have all sorts
of interests as a filmmaker and it would be
a shame to not indulge all of them," Lowery
told AFP. "I do want to make giant block-
buster studio movies-that's really fun-but I
also love making really small, for lack of a
better term, art films." — AFP
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Jaki Liebezeit, the percussionist for German band Can who
became an icon in avant-garde circles for a machine-like
style that rejected standard drumsets, died Sunday. He was

78. His bandmates in Can, which he co-founded in Cologne in
1968, said Liebezeit died suddenly from pneumonia. He died
"asleep peacefully, surrounded by his loved ones. We will miss
him hugely," Can said on its Facebook page. Can was one of the
pioneering bands in Krautrock, the broadly defined genre of
artists from West Germany who took rock in a more psychedelic
and experimental direction by bringing in jazz improvisation

and early electronics. Liebezeit had his start in free jazz, moving
after his early studies to Barcelona where he notably played with
visiting trumpeting great Chet Baker. But Liebezeit grew disen-
chanted with the jazz circuit. He sought to learn percussion from
around the world and, with Can, developed a tight, metronome-
like method that to listeners became increasingly indistinguish-
able from machines. In fact, Liebezeit-unlike so many purists-
was fully comfortable exploring the possibilities of drum
machines.

He eventually scrapped the drumkit entirely. He preferred

the power of striking all drums with his arms rather than kicking
with his feet and only sparingly used cymbals, while embracing
electronics and percussion instruments that are less common in
rock such as gongs. Liebezeit would explain that the standardi-
zation of drumsets, contrary to popular imagination, was a
recent phenomenon and was meant for jazz rather than rock or
other forms.

By the 1990s he said he "tried to get rid of all American influ-
ences, because I discovered the whole world." "I'd discovered it a
long time before, but American music is so dominant-I don't

want to say imperialistic, but it makes it so that you cannot think
in another way," he told the British cultural magazine The
Quietus in 2015. Can was nonetheless influenced by US avant-
garde music including rockers The Velvet Underground and min-
imalist composer Steve Reich. In addition to work with Can,
which periodically reunited after the 1970s, Liebezeit played
with artists ranging from synthpop chart-toppers Depeche
Mode to ambient producer Brian Eno. — AFP

Drum innovator Liebezeit of Krautrock band Can dies

Picture shows German musicians Jaki Liebezeit (left, drums) and Marcus Schmickler performing during a festival in
Moers, western Germany.

Picture taken on December 1, 1971 shows members of the band “Can” (from left) Irmin Schmidt, Jaki Liebezeit,
Michael Karoli, Ulli Gerlach, Holger Szukay and Damo Suzuki (foreground) posing in Hamburg, northern Germany.
— AFP photos

Actor killed while 

filming scene  for

Australian music video

An actor was killed while filming a scene for an
Australian band's music video yesterday,
police said. The man died at a bar in the

Queensland city of Brisbane while filming a scene
that involved several firearms, Queensland Police
Detective Inspector Tom Armitt said. He declined to
release the name of the band, though confirmed it
was Australian. During the scene, several actors fired
their guns and the actor somehow received wounds
to his chest, Armitt said. No one else was injured.

It was not immediately clear whether the guns
were loaded with live ammunition or blanks, Armitt
said. Blank cartridges can still cause injuries if fired at
close range. "I can't tell you whether they are live or
real firearms," Armitt told reporters. "I can't tell you
the type of ammunition that were being used. That
will be a subject of the investigation." Police did not
release the actor's name. — AP

US actor Matt Damon smiles as he takes part in a meeting
on the opening day of the World Economic Forum in
Davos.-AFP

Matt Damon says
he'll pitch clean
water to Trump

Matt Damon took the cause of clean water to the
Sundance Film Festival, where he said he's hoping
to pitch Donald Trump on the issue. Damon told

The Associated Press on Saturday that clean water accessi-
bility isn't a partisan issue and demands "an all-hands-on-
deck approach to solve this." The actor has publically sup-
ported Democrats, including Hillary Clinton.

When asked his response to the election, Damon
demurred and said hopes Trump will be open to backing
clean water programs like his nonprofit Water.org. Said
Damon: "Hopefully we'll get our turn." Damon in 2009
founded Water.org with civil engineer Gary White. It uses
micro-finance loans to bring hygienic connections to water
and toilets to impoverished communities. Damon also
spoke about the issue at the Davos Forum last week. — AP

Graphic novels, and the movies based
on them, work better with certain top-
ics than others. Sixteen years ago,

Terry Zwigoff's "Ghost World," based on the
graphic novel by Daniel Clowes, centered on
a pair of more-blase-than-thou teenage girls
who walked, and talked, outside the loop of
everything they deemed boring and conven-
tional; it was the perfect movie about the per-
fect pomo hipsters at the perfect "Whatever"
moment. "Wilson," directed by Craig Johnson
("The Skeleton Twins"), is also based on a
graphic novel by Clowes, who wrote the film's
screenplay, and it's driven by the same spirit
of reflexive adolescent alienation-only this
movie isn't about kids. It's about a lonely mid-
dle-aged bachelor curmudgeon misanthrope,
named Wilson (we never learn if it's his first or
last name), who has let the entire culture pass
him by, like a train he decided to jump off,
only in his mind it's the train's fault.

The character is played, with a jaunty lack
of self-pity, by Woody Harrelson, who wears
horn-rims, a graying beard, and a nerd's prac-
tical wardrobe (plaid shirt, Dockers). Wilson
lives with his dog in a cruddy apartment
stacked with old paperbacks, and when he's
out on the street, he'll go up to a stranger and
commence an eager-beaver "conversation,"
paying no heed to how little his company is
desired. He'll subject them to one of his cri-
tiques of everything that's wrong with socie-
ty, which he spins out with a kind of brash
autodidactic literacy. If his observations were
actually interesting, then maybe the people
he was talking to wouldn't look like they were
being assaulted. But Wilson tends to say
things like "Aren't you a little old to be doing
all that computer stuff?" or "Why the hell do
people move to the suburbs? It's like a living
death."

Streak of vulnerability
If suburb-bashing sounds a little...I don't

know, 1985 to you, then welcome to Wilson's
world. He's not dim, but he's stuck in a soggy
bubble of fraying boomer insights: technolo-
gy is bad, hanging out is good, corporate
homogenization is bad, saying whatever
comes into your head with no filter is good.
The hook of Wilson's personality is that he's
an oddball-outsider who cuts through the
bull. In truth, though, he sounds like an aging
cranky white male whose arbitrary com-
plaints boil down to the world no longer
being the one that he grew up in. (If this were
100 years ago, he's be griping about cars and
telephones.) All of which is to say that in
"Wilson," Daniel Clowes' voice, which was
once acerbically hip, sounds dated.

Movies based on graphic novels don't
need to be superficial; just look at "American

Splendor," in which Harvey Pekar was a
bohemian grouch with attitudes a lot like
Wilson's, but Paul Giamatti endowed him
with a streak of vulnerability. Watching
"Wilson," you have to accept that the movie is
a kind of a cartoon character study (Harrelson
is good, but he never drops his guard). Once
you do, though, it strings you along in its
pleasant absurdist way. It's a sign of the
movie's stylized goofy lightness that we nev-
er hear even two words about how Wilson
survives (he has no job, but seems to feed
himself and his dog and pay his rent with no
problem). But then, as the movie goes on, it's
all too willing to leave plausibility behind.

Sundance staple
When Wilson's father dies, and his one and

only friend moves away, the isolation begins
to close in on him, so he hunts down his ex-
wife, Pippi (Laura Dern), a former drug addict
and prostitute who left him 17 years ago. She
now works as a waitress in a steak house and
is trying to walk the straight and narrow, and
as they rekindle their bond, Wilson learns that
the child he thought she'd aborted was, in
fact, given up for adoption. Just like that, he
looks the kid up! And she's living right there
in town! And she's an alienated heavy-set
teenage loser (Isabella Amara) who dresses in
black and drops bitter pensees, just like the
heroines of "Ghost World"! The three form a
gently deranged ersatz clan, turning "Wilson,"
for a while, into a flaky version of that
Sundance staple, the dysfunctional-family
comedy, complete with glib scenes that mock
the "normalcy" of the girl's adoptive parents
(Cheryl Hines and Bruce Bohne). But that
doesn't last long.

Harrelson brings his wide-awake edge to
this performance, yet "Wilson" is a soft-head-
ed comedy. Even when our hero lands in a
maximum-security prison, he winds up turn-
ing the violent psychopaths around him into
puppies. And the always charming Judy Greer
is on hand as the perfect mate for him: end-
lessly pliant and forgiving, the kind of woman
whose very presence seals "Wilson" as a fairy
tale. It's the sort of movie that's been known
to do business, and this one could (moderate-
ly). Yet how much better it would have been if
the director, Craig Johnson, had grounded
the laughs the way he did in his break-
through movie, "The Skeleton Twins," which
was both funnier and more realistic. Watching
"Wilson," I wondered what Wilson himself
would make of a cookie-cutter graphic-novel
adaptation like this one. He'd probably call it
(rightly) so bourgeois multiplex. — Reuters

Man of the hour Casey 
Affleck goes back to indie roots

Sundance film review: 'Wilson'

Left to right, Laura Dern, Judy Greer, Woody Harrelson and Isabella Amara, cast members
in "Wilson," pose together at the premiere of the film at the Eccles Theatre during the
2017 Sundance Film Festival on Sunday in Park City, Utah. — AP

Writer and director David Lowery, left, and actress Rooney Mara, right, pose at the
premiere of "A Ghost Story" during the 2017 Sundance Film Festival on Sunday in
Park City, Utah. — AP
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Male and female styles mixed with US television and
music stars at Paris Fashion Week on Sunday for the
final installment of fall-winter menswear shows as the

City of Light prepares to notch up a gear for Monday's couture
week. Here are the highlights:

Lanvin stays edgy
Grey's Anatomy star Jesse Williams in a woolen coat and

stylish calfskin shoes led the front row at the Palais de Tokyo
morning show alongside "The OA" actor Patrick Gibson in a
suede print Lanvin bomber jacket. The storied, yet edgy house,
has hoped for renewed direction since last year's 10-year
anniversary of men's designer Lucas Ossendrijver and the new
creative director Bouchra Jarrar. Oversized, slouchy and elon-
gated silhouettes defined the aesthetic - towing a fashion-for-
ward line between shabby and chic. Double-breasted jackets
came alongside baggy pants and student-like check sweaters
with scruffily long sleeves. And there was more than a hint of
irony in the air as models with blank expressions sported tight
scarves with the word "NOTHING" written on.

Yet the fall-winter collection packed no huge surprises. If
Lanvin was looking for a creative overhaul, this was not it. As
ever, the looks were among the most perfectly executed on
the Paris Fashion Week calendar. A golden brown coat sported
delicate androgynous curved shoulders, and the merging of
eclectic pieces in the same look was further proof of
Ossendrijver's fashion mastery.

Kenzo channels harsh environments
As if apologizing to the fashion press for forcing it to trek to

a far-flung warehouse on the outskirts of Paris on a freezing
Sunday night, Kenzo served up mulled cider. Thawing fashion-
istas clutched their Kenzo paper cups and marveled at the fas-
cinating atelier decor, as did US singer and front-row attendee
Kelela. In the center of the in-the-round runway, the backstage
of the show was exposed in full view - seamstresses, models
getting dressed, rails of coat hangers and make-up artists
buzzing around. The theme was clear - rawness and exposure.
The creative collection merged men's and women's designs
and channeled clothes that would be worn in harsh environ-
ments and raw conditions. Two-piece hybrid skiing outfits - in
raincoat yellow and winter blue - with hardy rubber boots
opened the dizzying collection that comprised nearly 90 looks.
Despite the long length, there were plenty of reasons to not
get bored. Huge fluorescent bubbles jackets fused with multi-
colored blown-up Argyll check and were combined with beau-
tifully incongruous tiger-print skirts. To try to make sense of it
all, the program notes coined it "Hawaiian meets arctic." But
too many looks, at times, spoiled the broth.

Male, female styles mix with stars to cap Paris menswear 

Models present creations by Lanvin during Men's Fashion Week for the Fall/Winter 2017/2018 collection in Paris. — AP/AFP photos
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Men's and women's styles merge
Paul Smith's fashion show entitled "WO MAN" set the

tone for his gender-fusing designs at the Ecole Nationale
Superieure des Beaux Arts in Paris' chic Left Bank. The
British fashion icon's decision to show both men's and
women's styles together like Kenzo forms part of a much
bigger trend at Paris Fashion Week.

Top houses like Givenchy have increasingly taken to
merging men's and women's resort designs on the catwalk
- celebrating androgyny and shunning sexual difference.
It's as political a statement as fashion can get.

Paul Smith's gender-fused checks
Check, patterns and lashings of androgyny were the

ingredients of the day from Smith. The classical tailored
gray jacket was worn by a female model, and men sported
soft velvet suits in warm vivid shades of violet and blue.
Quirkiness peppered proceedings via eccentric contrasts -
the bread-and-butter sartorial styles and trench coats
mixed with quirky pointed snake skin boots, sneakers and
loose sweaters with ethnic motifs.

Smith is one menswear designer totally unafraid of col-
or. Cerulean blue, vermillion, olive mixed with blacks and
beiges - with gray, monochrome or check, also a key touch-
stone.

AGNES B
Stripes, checks and graffiti prints defined Agnes B's clas-

sical fall-winter show. But the element that made the
French designer's display stand out was its virility (barring
the inclusion of the odd female model in menswear) in a
Fashion Week more and more defined by the androgynous
aesthetic. Men of different ages, ethnicities and body
shapes sported varying facial hair - in a clear anti-fashion
statement in which the designer seemed to scream "being
normal is ok."

Luxuriant marl gray overcoats mixed with masculine
pattered foulards - while graffiti and pixelated prints on
tops gave the collection a hint of aggression. But no Agnes
B fashion display would be complete without the neces-
sary fashion contradictions - seen here in the street versus
the classical - sweatpants, caps, hoodies contrasted with
chic black thick leather coats and suits in warm autumnal
hues. — AP

Models present creations by Kenzo during men's Fashion Week 
for the Fall/Winter 2017/2018 collection in Paris.

Models present creations by Paul Smith during men's Fashion Week 
for the Fall/Winter 2017/2018 collection in Paris.
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Max, the largest value fashion brand in the region,
has recently undergone a digital transformation to
simplify and enhance the shopping experience for

its customers.   Based on customer feedback around their
shopping preferences, Max launched a number of innova-
tive services that continue to build on its regional success.
Starting with a single store in the UAE in 2004, Max now
serves customers in over 350 stores across 16 countries. 

Max's digital transformation is underpinned by the
launch of its new online shopping website (www.maxfash-
ion.com) and cutting-edge applications for iOS and Android
devices. Max also launched a way to shop directly from
their Instagram account - maxfashionmena. Max has trans-
formed the shopping experience of its customers by offer-
ing a wide variety of women, kids and men's apparel and
accessories including footwear and household products, all
at the click of a button.  Response to the new site has been
phenomenal with over 2.5 million page views since it went

live on 24th November 2016. The site also offers free deliv-
ery on orders above 200 AED for all online purchases.

"The world is going through a major transformation
thanks to the availability of smartphones and improved
mobile connectivity, making retailers rethink their approach
to delivering on their customers' needs and expectations,"
said Tanya Todd, CEO at Max Fashion. "By listening to our
customers and understanding their shopping preferences,
we are able to maintain market leadership by providing
great fashion products, coupled with world-class customer
experiences.  Whether its innovation in product or in design
at the retail level, or in the way we interact with our cus-
tomers through our digital channels, our goal is to offer cus-
tomers the most rewarding experience in value fashion."

Max also recently launched #MyMaxStyle, to inspire the
youth today to share their looks using the hashtag and
stand a chance to get featured on www.maxfashion.com.
Through this initiative, Max wants to target and inspire their

growing customer base of millennials across the region. 
Max will soon become one of the first retailers in the

region to launch it's own 'Click and Collect' service, allowing
customers to make online purchases at their convenience
and choose to collect their items at their preferred Max
store.  Preliminary research on the service provided positive
insights as customers in the region are always on the move
with many preferring to collect their online purchases in
store, thanks to Max's extensive retail footprint.  

Max also introduced its 'in-store kiosk' concept at its flag-
ship stores, providing customers with easy access to the
entire range of Max products, if a customer couldn't find
her size or colour she could order them online from the
store and get them delivered to their doorstep. Customers
can also continue to enjoy other great online and offline
services such as next day delivery, cash on delivery, easy
and fast one touch pay and check out, a 30-day returns poli-
cy, allowing customers to return products via courier or via

Max stores, thus making returns convenient even while
shopping at maxfashion.com.

For the award winning Landmark Group loyalty program
members of 'Shukran', Max has now linked online purchases
to memberships, making it easy to earn and redeem
Shukran points across online and offline platforms, thereby
providing an Omni-Channel shopping experience. 

Max today is the leading and most trusted value fashion
retailer in the Middle East and aims to have a network of
over 500 stores across the MENA region and new markets
by 2020.  Max serves the mid-market section of the popula-
tion consisting of Arab Nationals, Asians and Western
expats, and employs over 8,000 people from multiple
nationalities across its network.

Max goes digital and transforms the customer experience

Models present creations by Thom Browne, during men's Fashion Week for the Fall/Winter 2017/2018 collection in Paris.
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Male, female styles 
mix with stars to cap 

Paris menswear

Photos show dancers from Spanish Aida Gomez dancing group as they perform Spanish flamenco
dance at the Abdul-Hussein Abdul Redha Theater, as part of the ongoing 23rd  Al-Qurain Cultural
Festival organized by Kuwaiti National Council for Culture, Arts and Letter in Salmiya district,
Kuwait on Sunday. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

The fire of flamenco!
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