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Efforts continue in bid 

to lift freeze on sports
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MP to demand probe in deportation of opposition activist
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Two key developments happened yesterday in
continued efforts to secure a temporary lifting of inter-
national suspension on Kuwaiti sports. Head of the
National Assembly’s sports and youth committee MP
Saadoun Hammad sent two letters to the International
Olympic Committee and football’s controlling body
FIFA, asking them to lift the suspension on Kuwaiti
sports for six months until new legislation are approved
by the Assembly.

Hammad sent the letters although a number of MPs
said the move will have no effect on the international
sports organizations because previous similar attempts
had failed. IOC, FIFA and several international sports feder-
ations suspended Kuwaiti sports from international com-
petitions in October last year over government interfer-
ence. The suspension deprived Kuwait from participating
in the 2016 Rio Olympics and barred the national football
team from taking part in the qualifying rounds for the 2018
World Cup in Moscow.

In his letters, Hammad said the Assembly and the gov-
ernment are cooperating to introduce the necessary
amendments to the sports laws to become compatible
with international sports charters. He appealed to both
bodies to cooperate with Kuwait by lifting the suspension
and promised that IOC will be invited to take part in the
making of the law. Meanwhile, member of the committee
and opposition MP Al-Humaidi Al-Subaei said yesterday 
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JERUSALEM: A Palestinian rammed a truck into a
group of Israeli soldiers visiting a popular tourist spot
in Jerusalem yesterday, killing four and wounding 17
others, authorities said. The driver was also killed at
the location overlooking holy sites such as the Dome
of the Rock and providing one of the most spectacular
views of Jerusalem. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu alleged the attacker “supported” the
Islamic State group, though he provided no details on
what led to the finding.

Chaos broke out at the scene when the truck
ploughed through the crowd, with hundreds of sol-
diers having arrived there as part of a tour for troops
about the history of Jerusalem. “A lone terrorist drove
his truck into a group of soldiers standing on the side
of the road,” police spokesman Micky Rosenfeld told
reporters at the scene. “They got off the bus, and as
they were getting off the bus and getting organized,
he took advantage.”

After claims from some that soldiers were slow to
react, Israel’s military distributed a video of one of its
troops saying he shot after realizing it was not an acci-
dent. “An investigation is underway but this 

Continued on Page 13

Truck attack kills 4 Israeli soldiers 

JERUSALEM: The covered bodies of Israeli soldiers lie on the ground as security forces and emergency personnel
gather at the site of a vehicle-ramming attack yesterday. — AFP 

TEHRAN: In this Dec 21, 2015 file photo, former Iranian President Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani waves to journalists as he registers his candidacy for the
elections of the Experts Assembly. — AP 

TEHRAN: Former Iranian President Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani, a wily political sur-
vivor and multimillionaire mogul who
remained among the ruling elite despite
moderate views, died yesterday, state TV
reported. He was 82. Iranian media
reported he suffered a heart attack and
was hospitalized north of Tehran, where
doctors performed CPR in vain for nearly

an hour and a half before declaring him
dead. State television broke into pro-
gramming to announce his death, the
female newscaster’s voice quivering as
she read the news. She said Rafsanjani,
“after a life full of restless efforts in the
path of Islam and revolution, had depart-
ed for lofty heaven”.

Continued on Page 13

Former Iranian leader

Rafsanjani dies at 82

Amir sends condolences 

CASABLANCA: As their smartphone screens
lit up with ride requests last month, Uber
drivers in the Moroccan city of Casablanca
must have thought that business was boom-
ing. Instead, they found themselves sur-
rounded by irate local taxi drivers, who
forced them from their vehicles and handed
them over to the police, the latest in a string
of protests in the kingdom against the con-
troversial travel app. “After the tramway, ille-
gal drivers and now Uber, they are trying to
kill us off,” said Abdelouahed, who works for
a small local taxi firm.

Uber launched in Morocco’s economic
hub in 2015 but was banned by local
authorities after just one month. It has
recently found itself the target of increas-

ingly brash protests organised by owners
of Casablanca’s famous tomato red cabs.
“When you open Uber on your phone, you
see drivers swarming around you like a
virus,” said Nordine, a fifty-something driver
sat on the hood of his taxi. “And like a virus,
you need radical solutions. Trap them.”

In one protest last month, dozens of taxi
drivers posed as would-be passengers, flood-
ing the app with requests before forcing the
Uber drivers from their vehicles, much to the
bemusement of onlookers. The manage-
ment of taxis in Morocco normally falls to
local government. The transport ministry
has so far kept quiet as to why Uber contin-
ues to operate in the streets of Casablanca.

Continued on Page 13

Morocco cabbies sabotage Uber app

Saudi embrace of 

ride-hailing apps

driving change

DUBAI: Saudi Arabia hopes its plan to bring a fur-
ther 1.3 million women into the workforce by 2030
will be given a lift from ride-hailing apps Uber and
Dubai-based rival Careem. The cars, which the gov-
ernment says should only be driven by Saudi men,
offer women, who are banned from driving in the
conservative Muslim country, an alternative to
being driven to work by chauffeurs, male relatives
or the shabby taxi system. Ride-hailing apps have
come under intense scrutiny from governments
and regulators across the globe as they disrupt tra-
ditional taxi businesses.

But Saudi Arabia courted Uber and Careem, offer-
ing state investments, to support its Vision 2030 eco-
nomic reform plan. With a budget squeezed by lower
oil prices, the plan aims to draw workers away from
government jobs by creating 450,000 private sector
positions by 2020. Uber and Careem say they will cre-
ate up to 200,000 jobs for Saudi men in the next two
years. By offering women a way to get to work, it
should also help meet the plan’s goal of increasing the
female workforce by five percentage points in the next
five years to 28 percent.

“This is the next best thing to women being able
to drive, because you are in control of your time, no
more wasteful waiting around,” said Marwa Afandi,
a 36-year-old marketing executive. With the work-
forces of Uber and Careem easily expected to over-
take the 65,000 nationals employed by state oil
giant Saudi Aramco, the kingdom has invested in
both companies. Saudi’s sovereign wealth fund put
$3.5 billion into Uber in June 2016 while 

Continued on Page 13

CASABLANCA: Moroccan taxi drivers check the Uber app as they wait for cus-
tomers on Jan 6, 2017. — AFP

Egyptians throw parties

to save in ‘money pools’

MINUFIYAH, Egypt: An Egyptian man blows a fireball during a wedding in
this Nile Delta province on May 16, 2016. — AFP (See Page 40)

ARBIL: Iraqi forces battling militants in
Mosul reached the Tigris River that
divides the city yesterday, a key step and
a first since the launch of a huge opera-
tion in mid-October. The Islamic State
group was on the back foot in Mosul
after a week of significant gains for Iraqi
forces but pressed a deadly campaign of
bombings in Baghdad, where two more
attacks killed 20 people. Elite Counter-
Terrorism Forces (CTS) took control of the
eastern end of the southernmost bridge
in Mosul, a morale-booster in a 12-week-
old operation that has encountered
many difficulties.

CTS forces “reached the Tigris River
from the eastern (side) of the fourth
bridge,” Sabah al-Noman told AFP. The
news was also confirmed by Iraqi army
Staff Lieutenant General Abdulamir
Yarallah. Tens of thousands of Iraqi forces
launched an offensive on Oct 17 to retake
Mosul, the last major urban centre in Iraq

still controlled by the group that seized
around a third of the country in 2014.

Several areas around the city, Iraq’s
second largest, were swiftly recon-
quered, but the elite forces that pushed
into the streets of Mosul itself have faced
stiffer than expected resistance. In late
December, the federal advance inside
the city had slowed to a crawl but a fresh
coordination effort between CTS and
other forces gave fresh impetus to the
operation. Iraqi forces, backed by
increased support from the US-led coali-
tion that has carried out the bulk of air
strikes against IS and deployed military
advisers on the ground, made rapid
progress in the first week of 2017.

Their push to the banks of the Tigris
River yesterday marks a symbolic and
tactical victory for the Iraqi forces but
they have much work left to do to take
full control of Mosul’s eastern side. 

Continued on Page 13

Iraq forces in Mosul punch to Tigris 

MOSUL: An Iraqi special forces Counter Terrorism
Service (CTS) member shoots at a drone flown by
Islamic State militants in the Rifaq neighborhood
yesterday. — AFP 
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives a copy of the
Public Authority for Youth’s strategy in Braille text. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives a copy of the Public
Authority for Youth’s strategy in Braille text.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah was
given yesterday a copy of the Public
Authority for Youth’s (PAY) strategy in
Braille text. After receiving Minister of
Information and Minister of State for
Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Salem
Al-Humoud Al-Sabah, PAY Director
General Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi and
Hanan Al-Mutairi, His Highness the Amir
praised the remarkable work as an effort
to cater to the needs of the blind.
Moreover, the meeting was also attend-
ed by Deputy Minister of Amiri Diwan
Affairs Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah.

In a statement, Hanan Al-Mutairi not-
ed that she was honored to have met His
Highness the Amir, adding that PAY’s
plan was issued in Braille text in order to
give the blind a chance to get acquainted
with PAY’s goals and objectives. She also
underscored that she was looking for-
ward to be an “integral part” of PAY’s proj-
ects “as active members of society.” 

PAY officials later presented similar
copies of the strategy to His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. His Highness the

Crown Prince heaped praise on Mutairi
for her admirable efforts to help facilitate
the reading process for the blind, wishing
her continued success.

Earlier yesterday, His Highness the
Amir received His Highness the Crown
Prince, National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem, His Highness the
Premier, as well as First Deputy Premier
and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh
Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.
Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown
Prince met with Ghanem, His Highness
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak, Sheikh Sabah
Al-Khaled, Deputy Premier and Defense
Minister Sheikh Mohammad Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah, Deputy Premier and
Interior Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah
Al-Sabah, Deputy Premier and Finance
Minister Anas Al-Saleh and Minister of
Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Nasser Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

In other news, His Highness the Amir
sent a cable of condolences yesterday to
Portuguese President Marcelo Rebelo de
Sousa over the passing away of former
president Mario Soares. His Highness the
Crown Prince, His Highness the Prime
Minister and Speaker Ghanem sent simi-
lar cables. —KUNA

Amir receives PAY’s plan in Braille

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah receives a copy of the Public Authority for Youth’s
strategy in Braille text.

ANKARA: Kuwaiti  humanitarian
organizations are exerting great
efforts to rescue children of displaced
families in Aleppo northern Syria and
those seeking refuge in Turkey.
Children are the most affected cate-
gory in the ongoing war, especially in
such low winter temperatures.
Displaced Syrians are living in severe
conditions lacking the basic needs of
life including water, electricity, medi-
cine and food.

There are many tragic stories that
tell the suffering of Syrians in the past
six years, one is of a family of six girls
who lost their father in an air raid two
years ago. The mother,  Aisha Al-
Owaily, 44, is receiving treatment for
extreme tension and fatigue due to
the tragedies her family had suffered.
Owaily said in an interview she also
lost one of her daughters at the age
of 23 and her two grandsons. She
added that her other daughters and
grandsons were all injured in the
ongoing war.

Meanwhile,  head of the Syria
office at Al-Rahma International
Waleed Al-Suwailem said the organi-
zation is running projects for educa-
tion, mental support and entertain-
ment for Syrian children. Rahma is
strongly focusing on the mental
health of children who witnessed the
horrors of war and death, he said,

adding that the organization has sent
a specialized team of psychiatrists to
carry out this duty. Moreover, it is also
funding several schools in Syria,
Lebanon, Jordan, and Turkey, said
Suwailem.

In the meantime, head of public
relations and media department at
Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS)
Khaled Al-Zaid, said humanitarian
organizations pay less attention to
those displaced inside Syria, as they
provide further aid and shelter to
those outside. He noted that despite

the bad conditions in refugee camps
outside Syria, they are still far better
than those inside, which lack many
basic needs of survival.

The red crescents of Kuwait, Qatar,
and Turkey are providing food and
blankets to displaced Syrians, he said,
however, more work need to be done
in cooperation with international
bodies. Zaid also noted that KRCS is
executing many projects to provide
proper education and medical servic-
es for Syrian refugees in neighboring
countries. — KUNA

Kuwait boosts aid for
displaced Syrian children

KUWAIT: Kuwait Red Crescent Society’s Chairman Dr Hilal Al-Sayer participates in an activity oriented to Syrian
refugees in Turkey. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwaiti First Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
met yesterday with visiting Saudi
Minister of State for Arabian Gulf
Affairs at the Foreign Ministry Thamer
Al-Sabhan.

The meeting was also attended by
Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-
Jarallah, Assistant Foreign Minister for
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled’s Office
Ambassador Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser

Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah and
Assistant Foreign Minister for the
Deputy Foreign Minister ’s Office
Ambassador Ayham Al-Omar.

In other news, Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled received a message from
Morocco’s Minister of Foreign Affairs
and Cooperation Salaheddine
Mezouar. The message deals with
means of cementing the solid and
historical relations between the two
states at various levels. —KUNA

Kuwaiti FM meets
with Saudi Minister

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets with Saudi Minister of State for
Arabian Gulf Affairs at the Foreign Ministry Thamer Al-Sabhan. — KUNA

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: Kuwait supports freedom of opinion
and expression and will fight violence in all its
forms through a media strategy involving both
public and private media organizations, a senior
government official said yesterday. This strategy is
needed because of the cultural and artistic inva-
sion that affected the Arab world’s television and
social media, which have content of entrenched
violence among young people, said Minister of
Information Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-
Homoud Al-Sabah. “This is a real challenge that
needs to stop, as it has become a security burden
before being a social problem,” he added.

Sheikh Salman, also Minister of State for Youth
Affairs, made his statements during a conference
that kicked off yesterday at Crowne Plaza Hotel
under the theme ‘Media and Violence.’ He attend-
ed the event on behalf of His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah. The event is the first of its kind to be organ-
ized by the Union of Arab Media Women.

Noble mission
Sheikh Salman pointed out that the media’s

role is not limited to presenting news and enter-
tainment, but also has a noble mission, which is to
serve the community by providing educational
and intellectual awareness to enrich the human
mind to participate in construction and develop-
ment. “Its mission is also to face all shapes and

forms of corruption, which is achieved with the
development of civilization and societal stability
that we cannot find in a place where violence or
ideology is adopted within a society of tolerance,
brotherhood and peace.” He said that His
Highness the Prime Minister hopes that the con-
ference will come out with recommendations that
would support the message of confronting the
ideology of violence and extremism.

Vice President of the Union of Arab Media
Women in Kuwait Raba’a Hussein Makki said
Kuwait always supports any Arab action that
enhances the nation, strengthens ties and boosts
prosperity and development. “Everyone believes
that the media has become very influential. There
are a lot of people who use the media to broad-
cast dangerous and toxic political, social and reli-
gious views and ideas that are suspicious and dis-
torted. Some media aim to promote and strength-
en community ties, while others do not,” she said.

Dream come true 
President of the Union of Arab Media

Women Asmaa’ Habashi said the union is a
dream come true and has become a presence in
the Arab media arena by marking various
events and occasions such as celebrating Arab
women on Women’s Day and honoring women
elite who are outstanding in various fields. She
added that the union has held training sessions
for affiliates in partnership with development
institutions and media events for many festivals,
including the Arab Women’s Festival and the
Arab Fashion Capital.

She noted that this conference is the result of
what Arab communities are witnessing in politi-
cal instability, which is the reason for the
increase in the frequency and level of violence
suffered by society as a whole. Women suffer
more being the weakest link. “As media presen-
ters, we must face violence against Arab women
by evaluating media content that promote sexu-
al violence, killing and kidnapping,” she said. 

Media strategy necessary to combat
cultural invasion: Information Minister
Sheikh Salman reiterates Kuwait’s support for freedom of expression

President of the Union of Arab Media Women Asmaa’ Habashi
addresses the audience.

KUWAIT: Information Minister Sheikh Salman Al-Homoud Al-Sabah
delivers his speech. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Vice President of the Union of Arab Media
Women in Kuwait Raba’a Hussein Makki
speaks during the event.

A number of female media personalities are honored during the conference.

KUWAIT: In a news report pub-
lished in last Saturday’s issue titled
‘Gulf Bank sets Guinness Record for
Cash Award’, Gulf Bank’s General
Manager  of  Human Resources

Salma Al-Hajaj  was mistakenly
referred to as  ‘Publ ic  Relat ions
O ff icer ’.  We apologize for  any
inconveniences that  this  error
might have caused.

CORRECTION
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Iknow the employment law is a recurring topic for me
to write about and for my readers, but I still get a
concerning amount of queries and even more

employment cases at court. It is very disappointing to
see foreign employees not being treated well and being
taken advantage of, when they have not done anything
wrong. There are amazing employers out there that
treat their employees with love and respect as if they
are family. I do not want to make anyone fearful, but I
want to write about preventive measures that you can
take to avoid such issues in the future. 

‘Not resigning properly’
Question: I have resigned but I am now being sued

for not resigning properly and I do not understand the
situation. I clearly remember giving in my resignation.
What can I do?

Fajer: Before I can answer your question on what you
can do now, I want to talk about what you could have
done when you were giving in your resignation. Always
make sure of the following:
1. You resignation needs to be signed by both parties.
2. It needs to be stamped. 
3. There should be proof of receipt.
4. Do not resign because of pressure - instead, ask for a

termination. 
You are not being sued for not resigning properly,

but probably for not terminating your contract legally,
as maybe your contract got renewed. Let me give an
example of a client I had last week. He resigned, but he
did not do it properly, so his employer turned around
and said - you have not resigned and therefore you owe
us money till the end of your contract because your con-
tract renewed automatically.

Now if you are being sued because your resignation
letter was not drafted properly, this means your employ-
er knows that your termination letter will not hold up in
court. Unfortunately and fortunately, companies have a
lot more power and are more aware of the legal situa-
tions, and have experience in court. Of course, there are
many companies out there that do treat their employ-
ees with respect and are fair. But it is better that you are
aware of your situation, and I suggest regardless of how
your employer treats you, always protect yourself. 

Now if you are being sued, or more correctly, there is
a legal complaint against you at the shuoon (Ministry of
Social Affairs and Labor), you need to hire a lawyer. I
know lawyers can be expensive, but it is better to do it
the right way. Talk to your lawyer about your financial
situation and even more importantly what you would
like to get out of.

The consequences
Question: It is a shame that I am being sued when I

did not do anything wrong, and I cannot leave the coun-
try. I do not understand what are the consequences. 

Fajer: It depends on what evidence they have
against you, even if it is not genuine. For example, if you
do not have proof that you resigned - let us say you
resigned via a text message or an email that is no longer
there or you do not have access to, or a termination let-
ter that is not signed, then unfortunately, your employer
has leverage against you. They can block you from trav-
eling, they can ask you to pay amounts (I have spoken
about this) and they can make sure you do not get
transferred to any other employer in Kuwait.

I know as a lawyer I am always discussing worst-case
scenarios and not entirely positive things, but I want
you all to know that there are a lot of nice people out
there who commit acts of kindness. Please do your
research before taking any steps. 

For any legal questions, queries or if you need legal
assistance, email ask@fajerthelawyer.com

Resignation

Legalese

By Attorney Fajer Ahmed

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Kuwait Airways’ labor union
issued a statement yesterday confirming
plans to stage a sit-in today despite a state-
ment from the company a few days ago
urging them to call off their protest. The
union is protesting what it describes as vio-
lation of the rights of some Kuwaiti pilots
who say that they have lost their benefits
following the carrier’s privatization proce-
dures. Kuwait Airways Company (KAC)
denied in a statement last Thursday any
wrongdoings in terms of the workers’ trans-
fer procedures, but the union responded
yesterday and accused KAC management
of lack of transparency, and sending con-
tradictory messages on whether the carrier
has fully been privatized or remains under
the state’s control.

Several MPs are expected to join the
sit-in that is reportedly going to take place
outside Kuwait Airway’s building. The
workers claim that KAC has violated their
rights by canceling some of the privileges
they enjoy as public service employees
while the carrier is still yet to become fully
privatized. They also argue that forcing
them to sign papers by which they
become eligible to transfer to other state
departments is illegal.

Following closely
Meanwhile, Secretary General of

Petroleum and Petrochemical Industry
Workers Union Hazim Al-Enezi said his
union is following closely happenings at
Kuwait Airways in the form of arguments

and undermining the rights of national
labor and marginalizing the union’s role
and ignoring its demands. “KAC should not
take this role lightly, especially since avia-
tion is among the sensitive and vital sectors
that must be the focus of state officials to
safeguard the national economy and daily
aviation operations,” he said.

Enezi said the union’s announcement
to hold a sit-in at the KAC headquarters
came after exhausting all available means
for the union and workers in receiving
their incentives and rights, which they did
not demand until after they were sure that
they deserve them. Enezi said the KAC
management must accept the union’s
demands by forming a special committee
to negotiate with the union’s manage-
ment and reduce tensions.

He said the random employment policy
behind closed doors based on influence
and high salaries is unfair towards nation-
ally qualified workers from within KAC,
who are more efficient in leading their
sector due to their experience in this field.
Employment from outside will make bad
things worse and take the aviation sector
into uncharted territory and deteriorating
service, and restoring Kuwait aviation to
what it was before. He said taking a lead in
development, dominance and internation-
al competition only comes with the choice
of the right person in the right place. Enezi
said his union supports demands of KAC
workers and expresses hope that KAC
understands workers’ demands and its
serious attempts to resolve and contain
the problem.

Pollution allowances
In other news, the Union of Workers at

the Ministry of Electricity and Water (MEW)
asked the Civil Service Commission to
approve risk and pollution allowance for all
workers at electric power stations, who are
working under pressure and in high mag-
netic fields, in addition to pollution, incen-
diary chemicals and a nitrogen stock that is
dangerous to lives and safety of workers at
all stations. Secretary General of MEW’s
Union Nawaf Buyabes said the Civil Service
Commission (CSC) did not do justice to a
large number of workers at the power sta-
tions when it approved risk allowances for
certain departments and rejected it for oth-
ers, although the nature of work is the same
for all. Buyabes said the work being done by
workers at power stations is a great one and
deserves more than just allowances that
took a long time to approve although they
are as low as KD 30-35.

Power restored
The appeals court ruled to restore pow-

er to a violating house after MEW cut elec-
tricity to the building, then refused to
restore it. Lawyer Nasser Al-Ajmi filed a
complaint on behalf of his client, because
power supply cannot be interrupted with-
out a court ruling.

Housing projects
Director of the Public Authority for

Housing Welfare (PAHW) Bader Al-Wuqayan
asked for allocating the site adjacent to
West Abdullah Al-Mubarak project to the
PAHW. He said that there is an area that is

adjacent to the project that can be used to
increase the number of housing lots. In
other news, Deputy Premier and Finance
Minister Anas Al-Saleh asked Kuwait
Municipality to send the time schedule for
the start and end of infrastructure works for
blocks 3 and 4 in Khaitan. Saleh said the
finance ministry wrote to the municipality
on Sept 27, 2016, but did not receive an
answer so far. Assistant Undersecretary for
State Property Affairs Adel Al-Manae wrote
to the municipality director about develop-
ing and upgrading infrastructure for state
lots that are to be sold in a public auction.

Construction violations
Municipality Director General

Mohammad Al-Manfouhi issued a circular
stating that the new municipality law
33/2016 is now active and tackles viola-
tions in construction, and stipulates severe
punishments for engineering offices, engi-
neers or supervisors who build without a
license. It includes a minimum fine of KD
5,000 and a maximum fine of KD 10,000,
revoking the engineering office’s license
and deporting non-Kuwaiti violators
administratively.

Financial hub
Kuwait Municipality will put forward five

development projects to contribute to
making Kuwait a financial and commercial
hub. These projects are the solid waste fac-
tory, a culture center in Egaila, Abdullah Al-
Ahmad Street, Jahra seafront and
Khuwaisat project, all according to the
public-private-partnership (PPP) system.

Workers union responds to KAC

statement; sit-in still underway

Several MPs to join protest

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality’s public relations depart-
ment said two real estate owners removed violations after
receiving warnings about illegal constructions which
included building a service floor and a suspended floor
that were not in agreement with the construction plans.
The irregularities were discovered during a recent cam-

paign in Salmiya that saw the issuance of six citations relat-
ed to additional constructions at buildings.

Liquor possession
Police patrols arrested an Asian man with possession

of 56 bottles suspected of containing liquor. The suspect,
an Indian, was sent with the bottles to concerned
authorities.

Meeting
A coordination meeting was held at the office of the

comprehensive court president Adel Buresli along with
Director General of the Investigations Department Maj
Gen Dr Fahd Al-Dousary, deputy director generals and
heads of the prosecution. The meeting resulted in
simplifying procedures for misdemeanors and traffic
accidents. 

EPA signs waste 

disposal deal 

with German firm

KUWAIT: The Environment Public Authority has signed
a contract for a project to form a comprehensive data-
base on waste management in the country, in collabo-
ration with Germany’s Fraunhofer Institute for
Environmental,  Safety and Energy Technology
(UMSICHT).

In a statement to the press after signing the deal yes-
terday, EPA Chairman and Director General Sheikh
Abdullah Ahmad Al-Humoud Al-Sabah said that the
project comprises efforts to abide by environmental
protection laws, which entail constant inspection to
ensure environmental conservation.

Moreover, he added that Kuwait can no longer with-
stand waste piles as a result of scarce land, noting that
around a million tons of waste is produced annually,
with 88 percent of it being non-recyclable. On the envi-
ronment protection laws, the EPA Chairman said the
laws have been enacted to help draw a roadmap on
how to better deal with mounting waste.

Meanwhile, Director of a Fraunhofer branch Dr
Andreas Horning described the project as a creative and
ambitious one, noting that part of the project includes
continuous online inspection of waste management.

He also touted Fraunhofer as a leading research-
based organization that is well-versed in waste manage-
ment as the EPA stands to gain from such expertise.
Horning foreboded that with similar waste disposal proj-
ects, there will be a palpable amelioration in environ-
mental conditions in the country, which will help bring
EPA’s strategy of waste management to fruition. —KUNA

KUWAIT: EPA Chairman Sheikh Abdullah Ahmad Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah and Director of a Fraunhofer
branch Dr Andreas Horning sign the deal. —KUNA

Illegal construction violations removed

KUWAIT: The Public-Private Partnership
Projects Authority declared yesterday it
received five tenders from local banks and
financial companies to manage public sub-
scription of the First North Al-Zour
Company shares. The authority said in a
statement that the stocks, picked up for the
public subscription, amounts to 50 percent
of the company’s capital, at a nominal val-
ue of 100 fils per share.

The bidding companies are the National
Investment Company, Kamco Investment
Company, the International House, the
Kuwaiti Financial Center and the Kuwaiti
Company for Financing and Investment.

The tendering was conducted accord-

ing to the Law 39/2010, stipulating terms
for establishing Kuwaiti shareholding
companies, to be tasked with building
hydroelectric stations, and its amend-
ments, incorporating call among citizens
for subscribing. A consultancy commission
will be in charge of examining bidders’
qualifications and eligibility of citizens
who would buy the stakes.

The first phase of the project for producing
electricity and desalinating water is run by a
consortium. The station’s commercial opera-
tion began on November 26. It has a capacity
of minimum 1,500 MW and produces no less
than 102 and no more than 107 imperial gal-
lons of desalinated water. —KUNA

Kuwaiti projects authority receives

tenders for managing subscription

KUWAIT: The International Islamic Charity Organization (IICO) hosted a charity bazar yesterday at its building for carpets made by Syrian refugees in
refugee camps. Returns of the bazar, which was organized in cooperation with the International Organization for Migration, will go for Syrian refugees. 

—Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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KUWAIT: Minister of State for Cabinet
Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah
Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah said yesterday
he agreed with the parliamentary
financial and economic committee to
set up a joint technical team to look
into a draft law on the Silk City

Authority. Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Abdullah made the remark to
reporters following a relevant parlia-
mentary meeting, saying that the
meeting aimed at presenting the gov-
ernment’s role in the bill.

He added that the parliamentary

committee had voiced concerns over
the new authority’s power and com-
petence as per the bill. The minister
noted that the government would
pursue meetings with the parliamen-
tary committee over the draft law in
the coming months. — KUNA

An artist’s rendition of the Silk City project.

Govt, parliament agree to
set up Silk City bill team

KUWAIT: Boeing Company is sponsor-
ing the 31st engineering design exhi-
bition of the graduates of the College

of Engineering and Petroleum, Kuwait
University (KU), due on 18-19 January,
KU said yesterday. This is part of the
partnership between Boeing and KU,
the statement added.

Boeing seeks to boost efficiencies,
scientific and technological progress
worldwide, including Kuwait, through
developing human resources and
establishing strong partnerships and
technology transfer, the statement
said. It quoted the president of Boeing
Middle East, North Africa and Turkey
Bernie Dunn, who said that the com-
pany seeks to fulfill such expectations
through creating solid partnerships in

Kuwait,  and the region at large,
through a series of programs for pro-
moting human resources and trans-
ferring knowledge and technology.

Meanwhile, head of the College’s
engineering training department Dr
Ali Hajya said that Boeing always sup-
ports scientific knowledge of young
graduates through various programs,
and helps them keep close contact
with latest relevant techniques
through meetings with the company’s
senior officials and experts. Up to 320
students, males and females, are tak-
ing part in the exhibition through 80
projects. — KUNA

Boeing sponsors KU’s leading
engineering design event
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Crime
R e p o r t

‘Level one’ security threat
at detectives department

Mysterious fall
Criminal detectives are working on solving the mys-

tery of the death of a female citizen who fell from the
10th floor of a building in Fintas, leaving some belong-
ings and clothes behind. Detectives who went to the
roof found the citizen’s civil ID, which revealed she was
in her 40s. The building’s haris (janitor) said he had nev-
er seen the woman before, nor did any of the residents.
Detectives who started an investigation believe the
woman may have been on the roof of the building for a
long time.

Search for thief son
A female citizen discovered that gold jewelry worth

KD 6,000 were missing from the safe. When she ques-
tioned the maid, she accused the son of her sponsor of
the theft, claiming she saw him do it. The citizen went
to Ardhiya police station and lodged a complaint
against her son, who ignored her calls. Detectives are
looking for him. - Translated from the Arabic press 

Years ago, several Europeans working in oil compa-
nies were kidnapped in Yemen. Such kidnappings
often take place after receiving the tribes’

approval in order to blackmail foreign companies
drilling for oil in that place. I sarcasti-
cally wrote about the ‘ Terrorism
Tourism’ before, saying that one can
travel for various reasons such as reli-
gion, health or touristic adventures by
visiting tribes-controlled regions to
get kidnapped.

A few days ago, a joke was circulat-
ed about a young man named Abul
Qa’qa’ who was affected by the
extremist ideas. He texted his friend saying that he was
going to join the Mujahideen and invited him to go
along. “Next time brother. I have just returned from
Bangkok,” his friend replied. This clearly means that tak-
ing part in terrorist operations is a sort of recreation, fun
or tourism for some young people. Tunisian national

Anees Al-Ammari, known as ‘Berlin Cutthroat,’ had
reportedly consumed liquor and toured three European
countries before committing his bloody crime, as if it
was listed on his touristic activities’ agenda. 

Family members of the ‘Berlin
Cutthroat’ told the press that he had
been feeling down, stressed out, nerv-
ous, angry and disappointed; all
aspects that had a direct relation to
the crime. Terrorism is committed to
steam out one’s inner anger. Quoting a
car racing enthusiast talking about the
reason why he loved such a dangerous
sport, he said that “it is a way to steam

out my anger and make me happy while I try to control
the rebellious monster inside of me.” Another girl who
loves thrilling games in amusement parks said that it
alters her mode and makes it better, and that it helps
her get rid of negative energy. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 

Abul Qa’qa’, a tourist guide
Al-Jarida

It is true that we are disappointed by those who vot-
ed for the creation of the negative phenomena
committee in the National Assembly; a panel creat-

ed by those who we can call ‘MPs of gloom’, and others
we had a lot of faith in. I am not blaming those who
were happy with this proposal, but I blame those in
whom we placed our hope, and do you know why?
Not because they voted for the committee, but
because they voted without inquiring about the
meaning of negative phenomena, so that they can
convince us that this committee’s goal is to ‘serve’ and
‘help’ as the interior minister proclaimed.

Is negative phenomena a bribe, corruption or
wasta? I believe that those topics will for sure be
ignored because the committee was not formed to
deal with such issues. Or is it  about having a
Christmas tree and congratulating Christians, since
such practice is considered a sin in the view of the
committee’s creators?

Dos negative phenomena include women who
are not covering their hair? Or is it the youth going
astray due to the administration’s failure in finding
jobs for them? Does the rise in drug use’s rates classi-
fy under this category too? When male and female
university students sit in the same hall together, is
that considered a negative phenomenon? I am sure
this resembles a priority for the committee’s creators,
whereas their list of priorities probably does not
include the problem of placing the wrong person in
an important place.

Cracked streets, flying gravel, waste, water pollu-
tion and spread of corruption; are those included in
their list of priorities? I salute the new youth MPs at the
Assembly, including Ahmad Al-Fadhl,Rakan  Al-Nisf,
Yousuf Al-Fadhala and Khaled Al-Shatti, who insisted
to reject this dishonorable committee. But it seems
that the ministers voting in favor of the committee
proved that the government itself is a negative phe-
nomenon.

—Translated by Kuwait Times 

‘Negative 
phenomena’

Al-Jarida

By Iqbal Al-Ahmad

Al-Jarida

KUWAIT: Security was increased around the Criminal
Detectives General Department, and special security
arrangements were made at its offices in all governorates
after the alert level was raised to level one after receiving
intelligence about terrorist threats against the criminal
security sector. Security sources said the interior ministry
raised its alert to grade one as a precautionary measure.
The source said the measures impose tight security around
places mentioned in the intelligence reports, adding that
among such measures are making sure about identities of
citizens and expats being questioned by detectives and at
police stations. The source said detectives are keeping a
close eye on any unusual movements around criminal
detectives’ offices and are carrying loaded weapons as a
precautionary measure.

KUWAIT: The health ministry plans to increase charges for
private rooms at hospitals and specialized centers. A high-
ranking source said the increase will be 200 percent for citi-
zens and expats - at KD 3 for citizens and KD 15 for expats
per day, as the current fees are KD 1 for citizens and KD 15
for expats. Increase for bedoons (stateless) will be the same
as Kuwaitis. - Al-Anbaa

By Salah Al-Sayer 

Dos negative 
phenomena include
women who are not 
covering their hair? 

Terrorism is 
committed to 

steam out one’s
inner anger

Housing

Suicide
An Egyptian man aged 52 hanged himself to death at a

bachelors’ residence in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh. His body was
found by a roommate, and was recovered by the coroner.
Detectives are investigating the case.

KUWAIT: As Kuwait Airways, the official
national carrier of the State of Kuwait, enters
its 64th year of operations - the oldest single-
state national carrier in the GCC region - the
pioneering spirit of the airline saw a resur-
gence in 2016, with its iconic Bluebird emblem
certainly appearing to soar once more.

The year 2016 witnessed a number of key
achievements followed by rapid growth for
the airline, signaling a commitment from both
the management and stakeholders to position
Kuwait’s official national carrier in line with
global and regional developments in the avia-
tion sector.

The catalyst for this change was the culmi-
nation of the development and introduction
of Kuwait Airways’ five-year “Transformation
Strategy”. Officially announced on 3rd
September 2016, the planning stages for this
strategy had been set in motion when Rasha
Al-Roumi, Chairperson and CEO, was appoint-
ed - along with a new senior management
team - in 2014.

The new strategy has seen a radical change
in the carrier’s goals, across all its operational,
commercial and service areas. The primary
aim, according to airline sources, is to intro-
duce a new business model and corporatized
“culture of excellence” that will allow the air-
line to compete within the regional aviation
industry. A consequence and by-product of
such actions, is also the restoring of a sense of
domestic and international pride, in Kuwait’s
official national carrier.

So, how has Kuwait Airways gone about
addressing its core challenges and looked to
set itself out on this journey of change, in
2016? Well, first it should be understood that
the changes being seen at Kuwait Airways
have been looked at from a comprehensive

review of all its business activities, flight
schedules, staffing requirements and training,
product and service offerings, business and
subsidiary partner relations, as well as stake-
holder engagement - among many other
operational areas.

“The Transformation Strategy is a holistic
approach to addressing key challenges that
have been faced by the airline and is a
detailed roadmap identifying the key mile-
stones and goals we need to achieve over the
next five years, in what is a very competitive
market,” says Roumi. 

New Livery
Launched in October 2016, the airline’s

reveal of a new livery and branded identity
was, perhaps, one of the biggest external sig-
nals that a sea-change of activity was happen-
ing at Kuwait Airways. According to Roumi,
however, the livery is not just a “cosmetic
change”, but rather: “One of the first steps on a
journey of transformation.”

That said, the fresh, dynamic look of the
new livery does indicate a statement of intent
by the airline, but how is this outward change
being reflected within the structure of the
organization?

Winter Schedule
At the end of October 2016 and for the first

time in Kuwait Airways’ history, the airline
introduced a major overhaul of its flight
scheduling, resulting in a number of immedi-
ate operational and customer-relevant
changes that have already borne fruit.

With the introduction of better flight tim-
ings, across its whole network of 36 destina-
tions, the official national carrier also turned
all-but-one of its routes into direct, non-stop

flights - thereby reducing flight and connec-
tion times for its passengers. This was most
positively received by passengers on Kuwait
Airways’ Paris, Rome, Bangkok and Manila
routes. In terms of operations, the Winter
Schedule also saw an average 15 percent
increase on flight frequencies across its net-
work. This has, in turn, been another factor in
increasing passenger numbers and increasing
market share, from the airline’s home market.

Strategic partnerships
With the new international airport still sev-

eral years away, Kuwait Airways has been
working closely with Kuwait International
Airport to manage the increase in its passen-
ger numbers and to offer better services and
convenience to all its customers. 

To this end, Kuwait Airways now has dedi-
cated gates allocated just for Kuwait Airways,
which are suitable for the new fleet of wide-
bodied aircraft. Much like other national carri-
ers operating from their main domestic hub,
there will also be a Kuwait Airways Terminal
that will be exclusively for Kuwait Airways pas-
sengers and aircraft.

In further support of an enhanced passen-
ger experience, Kuwait Airways also
announced, in Q4 2016, that it has signed an
agreement with Amadeus to overhaul its
booking and reservations, with the soon to be
introduced PPS (Pre-flight Planning System). 

The introduction of Amadeus’ Performance
Insight Suite technology will be the first of its
kind to be used by an airline, in the Middle
East. The cut-over from the legacy system to
the new PPS is expected in Q2 2017.

With this new technology, Kuwait Airways
will be able to track the number of bookings it
has from Kuwait City to any of its destinations

and then understand how many passengers on
a particular route were booked through travel
agencies located in that city or country. Tactical
insights of this type will, therefore, allow
Kuwait Airways to compare booking and sales
against their target or historical performance.

New Fleet
With a stated aim of having the youngest

commercial airline fleet, by 2021, Kuwait
Airways welcomed the first of 10 Boeing 777-
300ER aircraft into its fleet, on 9th December
2016. The first of a total of 35 new aircraft on
order, Kuwait Airways’ new look fleet will also
consist of 10 Airbus A350 and 15 Airbus
A320neo.

The second of the extended-range “triple-
sevens” arrived on 1st January 2017, with all 10
due to be in service by the end of Q3 2017.

The new fleet will initially serve existing
long-haul destinations such as London, New
York, Paris and Bangkok. The acquisition of
these 13,360km (max.) range aircraft will also
offer Kuwait Airways the option, in the future,
of opening up new and profitable routes to
destinations worldwide - via non-stop flights.

In profit by 2019
Announced in December 2016, Roumi has

indicated that, on its current trajectory, Kuwait
Airways Company (KAC) would reach prof-
itability in 2019. This is attributed to a “finan-
cial methodology” that is now in place to
reduce costs and raise the company’s revenue. 

This is yet another positive signal to both
stakeholders and would-be investors, in terms
of the airline’s ongoing privatization process.
The successful implementation of the airline’s
migration to a corporate and privatized struc-
ture will also be a clear benchmark for other

Kuwaiti companies, further inviting investor
confidence in the State of Kuwait as a whole -
not just for the airline.

Gains, Increases and Consolidation So,
what are the positive indicators being seen
that are supporting Kuwait Airways’ resur-
gence, in 2016? First and foremost, an airline
survives by attracting and sustaining its pas-
senger numbers. This was done in spectacular
style by Kuwait Airways, in 2016, with an
increase of 26.1 percent in passengers han-
dled, over the previous year. This is well above
IATA’s average growth figures, for the Middle
East region, which stands at five percent, for
the same period.

In terms of domestic market share, there
was also another significant rise. With figures
for 2015 showing that 23 percent of passen-
gers travelling through Kuwait International
Airport flew Kuwait Airways; by the end of
2016 this had risen by 11 percent to a total of
32 percent.

In terms of regions served by the airline’s
network, Kuwait Airways also saw a five per-
cent increase in market share to the Far East
and Europe, respectively, and a 20 percent
increase to North America.

Of course, there are a number of factors
driving this success and among them are the
flight frequency increases and new routes
added to the network. This is reinforced by the
airline’s focus on destinations that achieve
profitability throughout the year and strength-
en the revenue and profit rate for each inter-
nationally-based Kuwait Airways station.

Since the start of the Winter Schedule to
the end of 2016, Kuwait Airways has also seen
a 12 percent increase to its OTPs (On-Time
Performance); taking it up into the higher ech-
elons of aviation industry standards.

Exceptional achievements, transformational
growth recorded by Kuwait Airways in 2016

Hospitals private room
fees to increase too



BAGHDAD: Suicide bombs at two market-
places in Baghdad, one of them claimed by
Islamic State, killed at least 20 people yester-
day, police and medics said, the latest in a
spate of militant attacks in the Iraqi capital
that have left dozens dead. In the first blast,
the attacker drove an explosives-rigged car
into a large vegetable market in the mainly
Shi’ite district of Jamila, and detonated it
after security forces opened fire to try to stop
the vehicle, police sources said.

A suicide bomber wearing an explosive
vest blew himself up a few hours later at a
market in the mostly Shi’ite Baladiyat district.
The first blast killed 13, and the second blast
killed seven people. More than  50 were
wounded. Islamic State claimed carrying out
the first attack in an online statement, saying
the bomber had targeted “a gathering of
Shi’ites” in Jamila. A series of attacks in
Baghdad and other Iraqi cities have killed
more than 80 people in just over a week.

Several have been claimed by the Sunni
extremist Islamic State, which is coming
under increasing pressure from a US-backed
offensive in Mosul, its last major stronghold
in Iraq. Iraqi forces advanced to within sever-
al hundred meters of the Tigris river than
runs through Mosul on Saturday, as their
operation against the militants gathers pace.
Islamic State is likely to resort to bomb
attacks and similar tactics elsewhere in Iraq
as it is driven out of its Mosul stronghold.

Iraqi forces have pushed IS out of much of
the territory it once held, but this bombing
and the many others that have preceded it
highlight the danger the jihadists can pose
to civilians even as they lose ground. “A sol-
dier at the gate of Jamila market opened fire
on a suicide car bomb after noticing a sus-
pect vehicle but the terrorist blew up his car,”
interior ministry spokesman Saad Maan said.

Operation recapture
A police colonel and a hospital official said

at least 12 people were killed and 39 wound-
ed. Maan said the soldier who opened fire on
the attacker was among the wounded.
Jamila is the main wholesale vegetable mar-
ket in Baghdad and lies in Sadr City, a vast,

mostly Shiite neighborhood in the northeast
of the capital which has been repeatedly tar-
geted. IS issued an online statement claiming
the attack, using a nom de guerre indicating
the bomber was Iraqi and saying that he tar-
geted members of Iraq’s Shiite Muslim major-
ity, whom the jihadists consider heretics.

IS claimed an attack on January 2 — also
in Sadr City-when a suicide bomber blew up
a vehicle packed with explosives among a
crowd of day laborers waiting for work,
killing 35 people. The jihadists overran large
areas north and west of Baghdad in a swift
2014 offensive that swept through security
forces unprepared for the assault. The num-
ber of bombings in the capital declined fol-
lowing the June 2014 offensive, apparently
because the jihadists were occupied with
holding territory they seized and later
defending against Iraqi attacks.

Federal forces and units from Iraq’s
autonomous Kurdish region have since
pushed IS back in a series of battles over a
period of more than two years. On October
17, Iraqi forces launched a massive operation
to recapture Mosul, now the country’s last
city in which IS holds significant ground. Iraqi
forces punched into the city from the east,
retook a series of neighborhoods, and are
now approaching the Tigris River, which
divides the city into its eastern and
western sides. The western side, which
is the smaller but more densely popu-
lated of the two, remains entirely
under IS control.

Iraqi forces have also launched an
operation to recapture IS-held towns
near the Syrian border in Anbar
province that along with Mosul and
the northern town of Tal Afar are
among the last populated areas
under jihadist control. Iraqi Prime
Minister Haider al-Abadi said in late
December that three months were
needed to eliminate IS in the country.
But even if the jihadists no longer
openly hold territory, they can still
strike at Iraqi civilians and security
forces using bombings and hit-and-
run attacks. —Agencies
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Suicide attacks kill 20 in eastern Baghdad 
Series of attacks kill more than 80 in a week

IRAQ: Citizens inspect the scene after a car bomb explosion at a crowded outdoor market in the Iraqi capital’s eastern district of Sadr City,
Iraq, yesterday. —AP

WASHINGTON: President Barack Obama
yesterday admitted that he “underesti-
mated” the impact misinformation and
hacking can have on democracies, a
remark that follows an intelligence
report on Russian meddling in the US
presidential election. In an interview on
ABC’s “This Week,” Obama also warned
his Republican successor Donald Trump,
who takes office in less than two weeks,
about the difference between governing
and campaigning, saying the president-
elect won’t be able to run his presidency
“the way you would manage a family
business.” 

The interview, which was taped
Friday, took place the same day that US
intelligence agencies released an
unprecedented report saying Russian
President Vladimir Putin ordered a cam-
paign of hacking, leaking, and media
manipulation 

aimed at undermining the presiden-
tial campaign of Democratic candidate
Hillary Clinton and boosting Trump.
Although Obama said he was not taken
in by Russian hostility to the United
States, “I think that I underestimated the
degree to which, in this new information
age, it is possible for misinformation for
cyber hacking and so forth to have an
impact on our open societies, our open
systems, to insinuate themselves into
our democratic practices in ways that I
think are accelerating.”

Obama ordered the intelligence
report, released to the public Friday,
partly “to make sure that we understand
this is something that Putin has been
doing for quite some time in Europe, ini-
tially in the former satellite states where
there are a lot of Russian speakers, but
increasingly in Western democracies.”
“We have to pay attention,” he said of
upcoming elections in European ally
nations, warning of possible interfer-
ence. Russia initially aimed its unprece-
dented cyber campaign at damaging a
potential Clinton presidency, and then
turned to supporting Trump after a vic-
tory by the real estate bill ionaire
appeared possible, the report from the
Director of National Intelligence said.

Trump, who met the country’s lead-
ing intelligence agency chiefs to hear
the full report, has accepted the possibil-
ity of Moscow’s involvement in hacking

US targets, including the Democratic
National Committee, but rejected the
conclusion that Russia interfered in the
election. He has also ridiculed US intelli-
gence agencies over their findings and
promised he would establish closer ties
to Moscow.Obama urged him “to devel-
op a strong relationship with the intelli-
gence community.” 

“If we’re not vigilant foreign countries
can have an impact on the political
debate in the United States in ways that
might not have been true 10, 20, 30
years ago in part because of the way
news is transmitted and in part because
so many people are skeptical of main-
stream news organizations,” he said. “In
that kind of environment, where there’s
so much skepticism about information
that’s coming in, we’re going to have to
spend a lot more time thinking about
how do we protect our democratic
process.” Obama also emphasized focus-
ing “a lot more” on cyber security.

‘Cordial’ talks with Trump 
Obama described his talks with the

incoming president as “cordial.” “He has
been open to suggestions,” he added,
describing Trump as “very engaging and
gregarious.” “I’ve enjoyed the conversa-
tions that we’ve had. He is somebody
who I think is not lacking in confidence,”
which is “probably a prerequisite for the
job.” 

However, Obama believes Trump “has
not spent a lot of time sweating the
details” of policies, something he said
could be “both a strength and a weak-
ness.”  “If it gives him fresh eyes, then that
can be valuable. But it also requires you
knowing what you don’t know and put-
ting in place people who do have the
kinds of experience and background and
knowledge that can inform good deci-
sion making,” he said. 

Obama also weighed in on Trump’s
constant use of Twitter.”Clearly this
worked for him, and it gives him a direct
connection to a lot of the people that
voted for him,” he said. But when Trump
becomes president, he cautioned, “there
are world capitals and financial markets
and people all around the world who
take really seriously what he says, and in
a way that’s just not true before you’re
actually sworn in as president.” —AFP

Obama admits underestimating 
impact of Russian hacking
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JERUSALEM: Israeli police made seven
arrests overnight following an unruly
protest against the manslaughter con-
viction of a soldier for shooting dead a
wounded Palestinian assailant, police
said yesterday. Those detained are
accused of public order offences during
a demonstration outside the Jerusalem
residence of President Reuven Rivlin fol-
lowing a reconciliation rally in Tel Aviv.
An eighth person was arrested on
charges of seeking to disrupt Saturday’s
rally in the commercial capital.

Another was detained on suspicion of
taking part in a hate campaign against
armed forces chief of staff Lieutenant
General Gadi Eisenkot, who ordered the
prosecution of Sergeant Elor Azaria that
angered many on the Israeli right.

“During the night dozens of demonstra-
tors arrived opposite the president’s resi-
dence where they wanted to carry out
an illegal protest in support of the sol-
dier Elor Azaria,” a police statement said.
“Some of them blocked the road and
refused to obey police instructions.
Seven demonstrators were arrested for
breach of public order.”

Since a military court found Azaria
guilty on Wednesday, there has been a
wave of public protest and threats against
officials involved in the prosecution of the
20-year-old French-Israeli infantryman.
After the verdict was read out, protesters
scuffled with police outside military head-
quarters in Tel Aviv. Radio and television
channels broadcast recordings of the
demonstrators chanting that the chief of

staff should beware unless he wanted to
share the fate of prime minister Yitzhak
Rabin, who was assassinated by a Jewish
extremist in 1995.

“Gadi, Gadi be careful, Rabin is looking
for a friend,” they shouted. Saturday’s uni-
ty rally, convened after a moving
Facebook appeal by reserve Captain Ziv
Shilon, was held in Tel Aviv ’s Rabin
Square. Azaria’s conviction has deeply
divided Israeli public opinion between
those who believe he was wrongly tried
and those who say the conviction was the
right and proper consequence of his
actions. Right-wing politicians-including
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu-have
already called for Azaria to be pardoned,
even though he has yet to be sentenced
and his lawyers say he may appeal. He

faces up to 20 years in prison. Public radio
said about 1,500 people gathered in
Rabin Square following the appeal by
Shilon, who was seriously wounded in
2012 by a Palestinian roadside bomb as
he patrolled Israel’s border with Gaza.

Unity rally marred    
Shilon said he was appalled at the wave

of hate unleashed in the wake of the ver-
dict against Azaria, caught on video deliv-
ering a shot to the head of a Palestinian
attacker as he lay wounded on the ground.
But even the attempt at reconciliation was
marred by a small but vocal group of
Azaria supporters who screamed abuse at
other participants they perceived as being
insufficiently sympathetic. “You are the
cancer of the country,” they were heard

shouting in radio reports. “You have no
right to exist.”

Earlier in the week, police arrested two
people in connection with online death
threats against a military judge and other
officials. Another two, both minors, were
arrested on suspicion of daubing graffiti,
including calls to kill Arabs and police offi-
cers. Israel’s military has assigned body-
guards to all three judges who convicted
Azaria. “I feel that our people are divided,
hurting, hating, disappointed, desperate,”
Shilon posted on Thursday. “I-who did not
cry at moments that were so hard that I
would not wish them on anyone-today I
just cried,” he said. “I cried for the hands I left
behind in Gaza and I asked myself, perhaps
for the first time, was it worth fighting for a
people that hates itself?”—AFP

Israel arrests after protests against soldier’s conviction

ADEN: At least 68 fighters have been
killed in two days of fierce battles
between Yemeni forces and Shiite Huthi
rebels near the strategic Bab al-Mandab
strait, military officials said yesterday.
Government forces launched on Saturday
an assault to recapture the coastal
Dhubab district, just 30 kilometers north
of Bab al-Mandab which links the Red Sea
and the Indian Ocean. Since then at least
55 Huthis have been killed in fighting
and 72 others wounded, military and
medical sources said.

Clashes since Saturday have also
killed 13 loyalists forces, including an
army general, Brigadier-General Abdul
Aziz al-Majidi, a loyalist commander, said.
Landmines planted by the rebels have
slowed down the advance of govern-
ment forces, military officials said. The

government and its allies in a Saudi-led
coalition recaptured Bab al-Mandab
strait in October 2015, pushing the Iran-
backed rebels further north. But the
rebels still control nearly all of Yemen’s
Red Sea coast to the north, posing what
the coalition says is a threat to interna-
tional shipping. 

In September and October, two US
warships and a United Arab Emirates ves-
sel contracted to the coalition were tar-
geted by missile fire from rebel-held terri-
tory. Pro-government troops seized
Dhubab in early October 2015, but the
rebels managed to recapture the area in
February. The Yemeni conflict has killed
more than 7,000 people since the coali-
tion’s military intervention began in
March 2015, according to the United
Nations.—AFP

BOUAKE, Ivory Coast: Ivory Coast soldiers yes-
terday ended a two-day mutiny in the second
city Bouake and other key areas after reaching a
deal on their demands for pay rises, housing and
faster promotion. “There has been no firing since
Saturday night,” a local journalist in Bouake said.
“Traffic has resumed this morning and the shops
have reopened.” One of the leaders of the
mutiny in the world’s top cocoa producer said he
was “happy with the turn of events” after soldiers
returned to their barracks.”All we are asking is for
the president to be attentive to the living condi-
tions of soldiers,” he said on condition of
anonymity.

The west African country was rocked by two
days of unrest after soldiers seized control of
Bouake’s streets early Friday, firing rocket-
launchers and terrifying residents, in a mutiny
that spread to other cities including the eco-
nomic capital Abidjan. In Abidjan-a bustling sea-
port that is home to the presidency and parlia-
ment-national television reported that shots had
been fired at the Akouedo barracks in the east of
the city on Saturday. The soldiers had detained
Defence Minister Alain Richard Donwahi for two
hours on Saturday in a tense standoff over their
demands, firing Kalashnikovs and heavy
weapons around the home of a senior local offi-
cial where Donwahi was meeting with the sol-
diers’ representatives.

Yesterday, Abidjan’s central Plateau area
where several government offices and leading
businesses are located, was calm. “Life is back to

normal,” a resident said. The same was true for
the northern city of Korhogo and Man in the
west. A Man resident, who identified himself as
Jean, said: “The soldiers have returned to their
barracks.” President Alassane Ouattara
announced on Saturday evening that an agree-
ment had been reached. In a brief televised
address he said it  took into account “the
demands relating to bonuses and improving
the living conditions of soldiers.” “Having given
my agreement, I ask all soldiers to go back to
their barracks to allow decisions to be carried
out calmly,” he added, without giving details of
the accord.

‘Many problems to resolve’    
Donwahi,  who returned to Abidjan on

Saturday night, said all bonus arrears would be
paid. “We are aware that there are many prob-
lems to resolve... I can assure you that we will
keep our commitments but they too should
keep theirs,” he said. Bouake, which is home to
1.5 million people, was the capital of a rebellion
which erupted in 2002 in a failed attempt to
oust then president Laurent Gbagbo. Twelve
years later, a similar dispute over pay by rebels-
turned-soldiers erupted in Bouake which
spread to Abidjan and briefly brought the
country to a standstill.

The government had then agreed to a deal
that provided amnesty for the mutineers and a
financial settlement. A Bouake resident said on
Sunday he had had enough. “We no longer want

this situation in Bouake,” said Adama Coulibaly, a
teacher. “We are tired of these actions of the sol-
diers. I can’t wait for President Ouattara to find a
definitive solution to their problems.” Added
computer scientist Seraphin Kouadio: “We no
longer want the sound of boots in Bouake.”

Politically motivated?    
Some analysts said the mutiny could be a

pressure tactic on Ouattara and politically moti-
vated. “One of the things to ascertain is whether
there has been a political manipulation. We are
waiting for the nomination of the vice president
and the prime minister... are the former rebel
leaders behind this?” one said. “At present
everybody is thinking about Guillaume Soro,”
the expert said, referring to one of the leaders
of the 2002 rebellion which sliced the former
French colony into the rebel-held north and the
government-controlled south and triggered
years of unrest.

Rebel forces had then backed Ouattara, the
current president who took office in April 2011
after a bloody post-electoral showdown with
Gbagbo that left 3,000 people dead. But some
soldiers denied that they had been manipulat-
ed, arguing that it was “a family matter.” “You
can equip the army but if the men are not moti-
vated it won’t serve any purpose,” said one,
adding that Ouattara was the troops’ “spiritual
father.” A retired soldier said the problem was
that senior officers earned disproportionately
high salaries. —AFP

BOUAKE: A picture taken yesterday shows the market of Bouake where calm has returned as Ivory Coast’s mutinous soldiers withdrew after the
president announced a deal on their demands for bonuses, pay rises, housing and faster promotion. —AFP

I Coast soldiers end 

mutiny after deal
‘No firing since Saturday night’ 

ISTANBUL: The attacker who shot dead 39
people on New Year’s night at an Istanbul
nightclub has been identified as an Uzbek
jihadist who belongs to the extremist
Islamic State (IS) group, Turkish press
reports said. There had been confusion
over the identity of the attacker-who
remains on the run-with reports initially
suggesting a Kyrgyz national and then a
Uighur from China. But intelligence servic-
es and anti-terror police in Istanbul have
now identified the man as a 34-year-old
Uzbek who is part of a Central Asian IS cell,
the Hurriyet daily and other Turkish news-
papers reported.

It said he has the code name of Ebu
Muhammed Horasani within the IS extrem-
ist group. There was no official confirma-
tion of the report. The killer slipped into the
night after killing 27 foreigners and 12
Turkish nationals at the Reina nightclub in
Istanbul just 75 minutes into 2017. Despite

an intense manhunt, he remains on the
run, with some reports saying that he is still
believed to be in Istanbul. Turkish police
had last week released images of the
alleged killer, including a chilling silent
video he purportedly took in central
Istanbul with a selfie stick.

Uzbekistan clamped down on militant
Islam after the fall of the Soviet Union
under the secular rule of its long-standing
leader Islam Karimov who died in 2016. IS
militants from Central Asia, including
Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan, as well as from
Russia’s Muslim regions of Dagestan and
Chechnya are believed to have played a key
role in the triple suicide bombings and gun
attack at Istanbul’s main airport in June.
The IS extremist group claimed the Istanbul
nightclub attack, the first time it has ever
clearly claimed a major attack in the coun-
try despite being blamed for several strikes
including the airport bombings.—AFP

Istanbul nightclub attacker

identified as Uzbek jihadist   

ISTANBUL: This file photo shows flowers laid in front of the Reina night club, in
Istanbul, one day after a gunman killed 39 people, including many foreigners, in a
rampage at an up market nightclub in Istanbul where revelers were celebrating the
New Year. — AFP

TRIPOLI: A suspected jihadist held in eastern Libya told a
local television channel late Saturday that two Tunisian
journalists who went missing in 2014 were killed by the
Islamic State group. IS had claimed in January 2015 to have
executed blogger Sofiene Chourabi and photographer
Nadhir Ktari but later the same year the Tunisian govern-
ment said it had evidence the pair were still alive.

The prisoner, identified as Libyan Abderrazek Nassef
Abderrazek Ali, told the Al-Hadath Al-Libya channel that he
had witnessed the pair being executed in a forest outside
the eastern town of Derna, which was then under IS con-
trol. He said the two journalists had been captured at an IS
roadblock between the towns of Ajdabiya and Labraq and
then taken to Derna. He said an IS court had ordered them
killed on the basis of testimony from Tunisian jihadists.

Some 3,000 Tunisians have joined the ranks of jihadist
groups fighting in Libya, as well as in Syria and Iraq, accord-
ing to Tunisian officials. The United Nations puts the figure at
5,000. Al-Hadath Al-Libya is close to eastern Libya’s military
strongman Marshal Khalifa Haftar.  The channel said that the
suspect, who was shown shaven-headed and wearing an
orange jumpsuit, was being held by Haftar’s forces. —AFP

TEHRAN: Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani
has clashed with the country’s powerful
and conservative judiciary, in a rare public
row as tensions rise ahead of this year’s
presidential election. The moderate
Rouhani, who is expected to stand for a
second four-year term in the May vote, has
targeted the judiciary in a series of public
statements over the case of a billionaire
businessman on death row for corruption. 

Judiciary chief Ayatollah Sadegh
Larijani has hit back with accusations of his
own, and yesterday supreme leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei made reference to
the dispute. In a speech to thousands of
people in the religious city of Qom,
Khamenei alluded to “recent arguments”
among powerful figures, adding: “This will
be resolved with the help of God.” Rouhani
launched the first salvo in a speech late
last month referring to the case of Babak
Zanjani, sentenced to death for fraud and
other financial crimes in March after a
lengthy trial that saw him convicted of
fraudulently pocketing $2.8 billion.

Zanjani was arrested in 2013, three
months after Rouhani took office pledging
a crackdown on corruption. He rose to
prominence after sanctions were imposed
on Iran over its nuclear programme, boast-
ing in media interviews of finding ways
around banking restrictions to ensure
Tehran continued to receive money for
international oil sales.

Hunt for lost millions    
In his speech, Rouhani appeared to sug-

gest that the judiciary had not done
enough against others potentially involved
in the case or to recover funds embezzled
by Zanjani. “How is it possible that a single
man can pocket $3 billion? Who has helped
him? Who are his accomplices?” Rouhani
asked. The death sentence against Zanjani
was “very well”, Rouhani said, “but what
becomes of the money?”

Last week Larijani hit back, defending
the judiciary’s handling of the case and crit-
icizing the government for not doing
enough to help track down missing funds.

“It should not be implied that the judici-
ary has done little on this case,” Larijani
said, insisting it was working “to recover the
misappropriated money.” “The case remains
open... we have summoned former minis-
ters and the former director of the central
bank,” he said.

Larijani, brother of the moderately con-

servative parliament speaker Ali Larijani,
said the government and foreign ministry
were “not doing their duty of tracing the
money taken abroad by Zanjani”.

Iranian authorities have so far only been
able to recover about $600 million of the
embezzled money from the seizure of
Zanjani’s assets in Iran. Larijani called on
the foreign ministry to demand informa-
tion on the funds from the governments of
Malaysia, Turkey, Tajikistan and China. The
ministry replied that it had given its “full
cooperation” to the judiciary. Larijani also
revealed claims made by Zanjani during his
questioning that he had paid hundreds of
thousands of dollars to presidential candi-
dates in 2013. 

Campaign funds probe 
The judiciary chief provided no names

but said it would begin to investigate the
alleged payments. That claim appeared to
raise the stakes in the dispute and prompt-
ed Rouhani to urge the judiciary disclose its
own financial dealings. “The government is
ready to shed light on its accounts and
expects the judiciary to do the same,”
Rouhani said Tuesday on Twitter, in an
apparent reference to recent criticism of
judiciary bank accounts managed directly
by its chief. 

“The judiciary accounts are transparent
and anyone can view them,” judiciary
spokesman Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejeie
said in response to the tweet, demanding
Rouhani “take action” for transparency.
“They need to tell the public how much Mr.
Rouhani spent on the (2013 presidential)
campaign and where they money came
from,” Mohseni Ejeie said. Some critics have
accused Rouhani of attacking the judiciary
to appeal to his moderate base and divert
attention from a lack of immediate eco-
nomic results from the nuclear deal. 

The 2015 agreement between Tehran
and six world powers, which saw sanctions
lifted in exchange for curbs on Iran’s
nuclear program, is expected to be a cen-
terpiece of Rouhani’s re-election campaign.
In his speech yesterday, Khamenei
appeared to urge the two sides to over-
come their differences.

“The existence of an independent and
courageous judiciary must be appreciated
by everyone,” he said. “What defeats the
enemy in its objectives is to have a strong
judiciary and a government that is both
brave and can plan accurately.”—AFP
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WASHINGTON: President Barack Obama derided as
“reckless” on Friday a Republican plan to repeal his
health care law now and replace it later, predicting
that the replacement may never come. In an opin-
ion piece in the New England Journal of Medicine,
Obama sought to dispel the notion that
Republicans could fulfill their campaign promises
to gut the Affordable Care Act immediately without
risking devastating consequences for consumers.
Calling that approach “irresponsible,” Obama urged
Republicans to do the work now to develop an
alternative. “Given that Republicans have yet to
craft a replacement plan, and that unforeseen

events might overtake their planned agenda, there
might never be a second vote on a plan to replace
the ACA if it is repealed,” Obama wrote.

“And if a second vote does not happen, tens of
millions of Americans will be harmed.” In his final
days in office, Obama has been ramping up a public
push to pressure Republicans over their plans to
undermine “Obamacare,” his signature legislative
achievement. He traveled Wednesday to Capitol Hill
to strategize with Democratic lawmakers, and on
Friday he will answer questions on health care dur-
ing a live-streamed interview at Blair House, the
government guest house across from the White

House. Although Democrats are largely resigned to
the likelihood the GOP will succeed in repealing the
law, they are seeking to exploit divisions among
Republicans who for years have been unable to
unite behind an alternative. President-elect Donald
Trump’s team has said repeal is the first order of
business, and leaders in Congress hope to deliver a
bill voiding much of the law to Trump by late
February. Yet with no replacement ready to go,
they’ve been discussing a repeal that wouldn’t take
effect for 18 months or longer, giving them time to
devise a new plan.

Although House Speaker Paul Ryan said this

week that lawmakers will vote on a replacement
this year as well, it’s unclear how Republicans could
move that quickly to replace a law that took more
than a year to craft - especially given GOP disagree-
ments about how to pay for popular parts of the
law they hope to preserve. 

But Obama said the uncertainty of a repeal with
no replacement could lead insurance companies to
bail on the health care marketplaces during the
phase-out years, leaving millions without insur-
ance. He said it would set up a “cliff” with harmful
consequences if lawmakers fail  to approve a
replacement in time. —AP

Obama derides ‘reckless’ plan to repeal now, replace later

FORT LAUDERDALE, Florida: The FBI agent
who interrogated Saddam Hussein alone for
months after the former Iraqi leader’s capture is
now leading the investigation into the Florida
airport shooting rampage blamed on an Iraq
war veteran. George Piro, special agent in charge
of the FBI’s Miami field office, was Saddam’s sole
interrogator beginning in Jan 2004. In previous
interviews, Piro has said Saddam did not know
his true identity - the Iraqi leader called him “Mr
George” - and that he posed as a high-level
envoy who answered directly to then-President
George W Bush.

Now Piro, a native of Beirut, Lebanon, fluent
in Arabic and Assyrian, is in charge of the FBI
investigation into the shooting at Fort
Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport that
left five people dead and six wounded. Federal
prosecutors have charged Esteban Santiago, 26,
with airport violence and firearms offenses that
could bring the death penalty if he is convicted.

In announcing the charges filed Saturday,
Piro said his thoughts are with the victims and
their families. “I want to ensure these families
that law enforcement is working tirelessly in
order to ensure justice is served,” he said. Piro, an
FBI agent since 1999, moved with his family from
Lebanon to California’s San Joaquin Valley as a
teenager. After high school he enlisted in the Air
Force, then became a police officer for a decade

in Ceres, California, followed by a job as an inves-
tigator in the local prosecutor’s office.

Once he joined the FBI in Phoenix, Piro was
one of only a handful of Arabic-speaking agents
- a group that suddenly was in great demand
after the Sept 11, 2001 terror attacks and the
subsequent US invasions of Afghanistan and
Iraq. In 2003, Piro was promoted to the FBI’s
Counterterrorism Division at headquarters in
Washington, leading to his work as Saddam’s
interrogator. In later interviews, including a 2008
appearance on CBS’s “60 Minutes” program, Piro
said he met daily with Saddam in a windowless
room and worked to gain his trust by becoming
his only provider of necessities and such things
as paper for Saddam to write poetry.

Eventually, Piro said Saddam confirmed that
Iraq did not have weapons of mass destruction
prior to the US invasion but might seek them in
future to deter Iran and other threats. Saddam
also denied any links to Al-Qaeda and Osama bin
Laden, Piro has said. Saddam also liked to brag
about how he escaped US airstrikes and capture,
according to Piro. “What he wanted to really
illustrate is . . . how he was able to outsmart us,”
Piro told “60 Minutes”. “He got rid of his normal
vehicles. He got rid of the protective detail that
he traveled with, really just to change his signa-
ture.” Saddam was later tried and executed by
hanging in Dec 2006.

Interrogator 
Santiago, the airport shooting suspect, also

served in Iraq in 2010 with the Puerto Rico
National Guard as part of an engineering battal-
ion, guard officials said. Santiago later served in
the Army Reserves and Alaska National Guard.
After Iraq, Piro moved on to top FBI counterter-
rorism jobs in Washington, including a White
House position involving high-value detainee
interrogation that works with various intelli-
gence agencies.

Since taking the top Miami FBI job, Piro has
overseen work in more domestic areas such as
healthcare fraud, identity theft and tax fraud,
Ponzi schemes and mortgage fraud - all areas
where South Florida is among the nation’s lead-
ers. Bank robberies, violent street gangs, public
corruption and smuggling of humans and drugs
round out much of the work for the Miami
office’s roughly 1,000 agents and employees.

Since Friday’s shooting, Piro has been careful
to say no evidence linking Santiago to terrorism
has been found but such connections have also
not been ruled out. “It’s way too early in the
investigation. We’re looking over all of his social
media, things like that. It’s giving us a picture of
the individual, but it’s way too early for us to rule
out anything,” Piro said Saturday. “We’re pursuing
all angles on what prompted him to carry out
this horrific attack.” — AP  

FBI agent who interrogated 
Saddam leads airport case
Lebanese-American Piro fluent in Arabic, Assyrian 

FORT LAUDERDALE, Florida: George Piro, special agent in charge of the FBI’s Miami Division, speaks during a news conference at Fort
Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport Terminal on Saturday. — AP 

FLORIDA: Law enforcement vehicles are parked outside of terminal 2 at the Fort
Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.—AP

MIAMI: US authorities have charged the Iraq
war vet accused of shooting five people dead
and wounding six at a Florida airport with
federal crimes that could carry the death
penalty. The Justice Department on Saturday
charged Esteban Santiago, 26, with firearms
offenses and carrying out an act of violence
when he opened fire at the busy Fort
Lauderdale airport. Santiago, who had earlier
shown signs of “erratic behavior,” arrived
Friday on a flight from Alaska. At baggage
claim he retrieved a 9mm semi-automatic
handgun and ammunition that he had
declared and stowed inside his checked lug-
gage, then allegedly loaded the weapon in a
bathroom and opened fire in the crowded
baggage claim area of Terminal 2. 

Once his ammunition was exhausted
Santiago lay on the floor with his arms and
legs spread out and peacefully surrendered
when a sheriff deputy approached him, wit-
nesses quoted in US media said. The hail of
bullets sent thousands scrambling for safety
and shut down the airport, a major gateway
to the Caribbean and Latin America, for
about 16 hours. If convicted of the charges
Santiago could face the death penalty or life
in prison, US Attorney Wifredo Ferrer said in
a statement. 

“Santiago started shooting, aiming at his
victims’ heads until he was out of ammuni-
tion,” Ferrer said. FBI special agent George
Piro said agents were looking into the
motives for the attack, including “continu-
ing to look at the terrorism angle.” Piro said
Santiago appeared to be acting alone and
that “every indication” is that he followed
rules in flying with the weapon. Santiago is
scheduled to make an initial court appear-
ance today.

‘Erratic’    
A former member of the Puerto Rico and

Alaska National Guard, Santiago served in
Iraq from April 2010 to February 2011. He
ended his service in August. On November
7, Santiago walked into the FBI’s office in
Anchorage, Alaska and complained that his
mind was being controlled by national
intelligence agencies, which were forcing
him to watch Islamic State jihadist videos,

authorities said. This “erratic behavior” led
agents to contact local police, who took
him for a mental health evaluation, Piro
said. Anchorage police chief Christopher
Tolley said Santiago came to the FBI office
with a loaded magazine, but left his gun
and newborn child in his car. 

Police took Santiago’s weapon for safe-
keeping at the time, but he was able to
reclaim it on Dec 8. Tolley said it was unclear
if that gun was used in the airport rampage.
Santiago’s brother, Bryan, criticized the way
authorities handled his case. “They had him
hospitalized for four days and they let him
go. How are you going to let someone leave
a psychological center after four days when
he said he hears voices that the CIA is telling
him to join certain groups?” Bryan Santiago
told CNN, in a Spanish-language interview
the network translated into English.

“Not everyone has the same reaction
when they return from war. Some are better,
and some, not so much.” Authorities have
not identified any victims, but three named
in media reports were all getting ready to
set off on cruises. They included British-born
84-year-old grandmother Olga Woltering,
who was going on a family cruise with her
90-year-old husband, the Sun Sentinel
reported. Terry Andres, 62, was going on
vacation with his wife of nearly four
decades, Ann, the Palm Beach Post reported.
Other victims included Michael and Kari
Oehme, a couple in their 50s. Michael was
killed while his wife was wounded in the
shoulder, the Miami Herald reported.

Checking weapons    
The shooting renewed anxieties about

security at US airports. The Transportation
Security Administration-the agency respon-
sible for airport security-lets passengers trav-
el with unloaded firearms and ammunition
as checked baggage. Congresswoman
Debbie Wasserman Schultz, who represents
the Florida district that includes the airport,
said the rules need to be reexamined. The
incident should prompt a review of “whether
or not you should be allowed to check a
firearm at all”-as well as how passengers
should be able to retrieve checked weapons
after landing, she told CNN. —AFP

Florida shooting suspect 
could face death penalty

WASHINGTON: President Barack Obama on
Saturday spoke about the importance of ordinary
people working together for change in a preview of
the farewell address he will deliver in Chicago next
week. Many departing US presidents have given
farewell addresses as they leave office, a tradition
dating to the first US president, George
Washington, in 1796. “The running thread through
my career has been the notion that when ordinary
people get involved, get engaged, and come
together in collective effort, things change for the
better,” Obama said in his weekly radio address.

“That’s the belief at the heart of this precious
American experiment in self-government. It’s what
gives work and purpose to each new generation.”
Obama urged listeners to “remember that America
is a story told over a longer time horizon, in fits and
starts, punctuated at times by hardship, but ulti-
mately written by generations of citizens who’ve
somehow worked together, without fanfare, to
form a more perfect union.” He then highlighted
some of the accomplishments during his presiden-
cy, which include sweeping improvements to
health care coverage, bringing home troops from
Iraq and Afghanistan, reaching a nuclear deal with
Iran, and bringing “the world together around a cli-
mate agreement.”

Nevertheless “our work is and will always be
unfinished. That’s the imperative of citizenship - the
idea that with hard work, people who love their
country can change it.” The Hawaii-born Obama
said he chose to deliver Tuesday’s farewell address
in Chicago “not only because it’s my hometown -
where I met my wife and we started a family - but
also because it’s really where my career in public
service began.” The White House said it was the first
time a president returns to his hometown to deliver
such a speech. Democrat Obama hands the presi-
dency over to Republican Donald Trump in
Washington on January 20. —AFP

Work together for 
change, says Obama 
in farewell preview



I N T E R N AT I O N A L
MONDAY, JANUARY 9, 2017

PARIS: France is no less vulnerable than the United
States to cyber attacks from foreign countries and
the French military will boost its resources to
defend against them, the French defense minister
said yesterday. In an interview with French weekly
Le Journal du Dimanche Defense Minister Jean-
Yves Le Drian said there is a real risk of cyber
attacks on French civil infrastructure such as water,
electricity, telecommunications and transport, as
well as against French democracy and the media.
US intelligence agencies said in a report released
on Friday that Russian President Vladimir Putin had
directed a cyber campaign to help Republican
Donald Trump’s electoral chances by discrediting

Democrat Hillary Clinton in the 2016 presidential
campaign. 

Asked whether France was immune from such
attacks, Le Drian said “No, of course not, we should
not be naÔve.” France will hold presidential elec-
tions in April-May and leading conservative chal-
lenger Francois Fillon has said he wants to improve
relations with Russia and has been praised by
Putin. Far-right candidate Marine Le Pen also favors
closer relations with Russia. French-Russian rela-
tions have been strained by Russia’s annexation of
Ukraine’s Crimea in 2014 and over Russia’s role in
the war in Syria.  Outgoing socialist French
President Francois Hollande has cancelled the sale

of warships to Russia, and played a key role in
imposing sanctions on Russia over Crimea.

Le Drian said that if the US election had indeed
been manipulated, it would be an unbearable
interference, as targeting a country’s electoral
means attacking its democratic foundations and its
sovereignty. “Our services have discussed the sub-
ject, if only to learn lessons for the future,” said Le
Drian, who also referred to a cyber attack on
French TV station TV5Monde in 2015. In April 2015,
hackers knocked the station off the air.  French
judicial sources told Reuters later that Russian
hackers linked to the Kremlin could have been
behind the attack.

Le Drian said the number of cyber attacks
against his ministry doubled every year and that in
2016 about 24,000 external attacks had been
blocked by security, including attempts at disrupt-
ing France’s drone systems.

France should not only be able to defend itself
against cyber attacks but should also be able to
strike itself when necessary, Le Drian said. He said
the French army’s number of “digital soldiers”
would be doubled to 2,600 by 2019, with support
of an additional 600 cyber experts. Le Drian said
that in case of a cyber attack, the country could
respond in kind as well as with conventional
weapons. —Reuters

LISBON: Portugal’s former president Mario
Soares, widely seen as the father of the coun-
try’s modern-day democracy, died Saturday
aged 92 a fortnight after being admitted to
hospital. The founder of Portugal’s Socialist par-
ty, Soares spent decades in politics and spear-
headed the country’s entry into the European
Union. He was president from 1986 to 1996
after serving as foreign minister and prime min-
ister, and later became a European lawmaker.

Portugal declared three days of national
mourning from Monday and his state funeral
will be held Tuesday, the presidential office
said. “We have lost today someone who has so
many times been the face and the voice of our
freedom, for which he fought all his life,” said
the country’s current prime minister and fellow
Socialist  Antonio Costa.  Soares had been
admitted to hospital in Lisbon on Dec 13, and
although his condition initially showed signs of
some improvement, he later fell into a deep
coma from which he never recovered.

The hospital did not reveal the precise
cause of Soares’s death, but relatives say he
never fully overcame a spate of illnesses in
2013. His health further deteriorated after his
wife’s death in July 2015. The new United
Nations secretary-general, ex-Portuguese pre-
mier Antonio Guterres, hailed Soares as “one of
the rare political leaders who had real stature
in both Europe and the world.” Former Brazilian
president Dilma Rousseff said that Soares was
“adored by the people and respected by his
adversaries.”

‘Fighter for freedom’    
Born in Lisbon on December 7, 1924, Mario

Alberto Nobre Lopes Soares was raised in a fami-
ly opposed to the dictatorship of Antonio
Oliveira Salazar. His father Joao Soares, a
defrocked priest, struggled against the regime
for decades, suffering long periods of imprison-
ment and exile. Reassuringly portly, Mario
Soares was both a charmer and a humanist
known for being spontaneous and warm. A self-
defined agnostic, Soares said he believed in
“humanity and its improvement”, and described
himself as being driven by “a great desire to live
and by immense curiosity”.

“I am a poor man who has been fortunate to
have taken stands and to have been right,” he
told the “I” newspaper in February 2015. His
biggest achievement as premier was negotiat-
ing Portugal’s entry in 1986 into the European
Economic Community, the precursor to the
European Union. Several politicians, including
Costa and President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa,
had visited Soares in hospital in recent weeks
and news of his death brought emotional trib-
utes from all political sides.

“He was a fighter for freedom,” said conserva-
tive leader Rebelo de Sousa, adding that
Portugal must fight for “the immortality of his
legacy.” “It is a sad day for all Portuguese,” added
the head of the centre-right opposition Pedro
Passos Coelho. There was also sorrow on the
streets of Lisbon on Saturday. “His death sad-
dens me. Even in his old age, he was someone
who said what he thought,” said Paula

Cabecadas, a 60-year-old bookseller. “For me he
was like a dinosaur: this huge figure from the
past who will be hard to match in the future,”
said 22-year-old student Miguel Pinto.

Critic of austerity    
On the international stage, Soares was also

seen as a political giant, “a great European” and
the “decisive figure for Portuguese democracy,”
said Spanish Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy. Soares
was “the symbol and the artisan of resistance to
the dictatorship and the transition of his country
to democracy,” said European Commission chief
Jean-Claude Juncker. French President Francois
Hollande said Portugal’s democracy had lost “one
of its heroes; Europe, one of its great leaders; and
France, a faithful friend.” European Parliament
head Martin Schulz described Soares as “more
than historical figure: he’s an inspiration. He
advanced freedom, equality and dignity.” 

While Soares retired from public life for several
months after a crushing presidential election
defeat in 2006, he appeared regularly in the
media to comment on current affairs. He
emerged as a fierce critic of the steep spending
cuts Portugal was forced to implement under a
78-billion-euro bailout deal reached in 2011 with
the EU and IMF to avert bankruptcy. Soares
accused big European nations at the time of
being guided by “savage capitalism.” He made a
final public appearance in July, when he attended
a ceremony held in his honor by the ruling
Socialist-led government. Visibly frail, he did not
make a speech. —AFP

Portugal’s democracy founder 
Mario Soares dies aged 92

‘Rare leader to have real stature in Europe and the world’ 

BERLIN: Germany’s domestic security
chief warned yesterday that the country’s
radical Islamist scene is not only growing,
but becoming more decentralized, posing
greater challenges to surveillance opera-
tions. In an interview with national news
agency DPA, Hans-Georg Maassen also
defended security officials under fire after
it emerged that Berlin truck attack sus-
pect Anis Amri had slipped through their
net, saying they had done everything
they could. 

Overall, the number of Salafists-or fun-
damentalist Sunni Muslims-in Germany
has risen to more than 9,700, sharply up
from 3,800 people in 2011, said Maassen.
“It’s of great concern to us that this scene is
not only growing, but it is also very diversi-
fied. There is not just one, two, three or
four people who have a say,” he warned.
“Rather, there are many people who domi-
nate this Salafist scene. And all these peo-
ple have to be watched.” While in the past,
there were a few people who wielded
influence, today, there are many small clus-
ters formed by individuals. 

“So you can no longer talk about a
Salafist scene as a whole, but you have to

deal with many hotspots. That makes
things more difficult for us, because we
can no longer just watch a few people. We
have to monitor many groups,”  he said. In
a defense of security officials under pres-
sure for failing to stop Amri, Maassen said
that although officers had watched the
Tunisian over a long period of time, they
found no evidence to arrest him. “I believe
that the security forces, in particular the
police, have done everything in their pow-
er to assess the danger posed by Amri. But
it is also clear that we live under the rule of
law, and the legal framework must be
respected,” he said. 

Amri, 24, who was shot dead by Italian
police days after ramming a truck into a
crowded Christmas market, had been under
surveillance since March. But German police
dropped their watch in September thinking
he was a small-time drug dealer. Public
anger also mounted as the rejected asylum
seeker and known radical Islamist should
have been deported long ago. In the wake
of the attack, Chancellor Angela Merkel
admitted that “the Amri case raises ques-
tions” and ordered a sweeping review of
Germany’s security apparatus. —AFP

Germany’s growing Islamist 
scene poses greater challenges 

French military to boost defense against cyber attacks

NICOSIA: Rival Cypriot leaders resume
UN-brokered peace talks in Geneva today
billed as a historic opportunity to end a
decades-long conflict on the divided
island, but the outcome is far from cer-
tain. Both Turkish- and Greek-speaking
sides concede all key issues remain unre-

solved but the UN is pulling out all the
stops to get a deal over the line. “It is a
real possibility that 2017 will be the year
when the Cypriots, themselves, freely
decide to turn the page of history,”
United Nations envoy Espen Barth Eide
said in his New Year’s message.

But some exper ts believe that
Geneva is a disaster waiting to happen
because Greek and Turkish Cypriot lead-
ers are still worlds apart on the most
crucial sticking points such as property,
territorial adjustments and security. “I
will be surprised if there is a comprehen-
sive agreement given the difficulties,”
Andreas Theophanous,  head of the
Cyprus Centre for European and
International Affairs, said. 

Cyprus has been divided since 1974,
when Turkish troops invaded the island
in response to an Athens-inspired coup
seeking union with Greece. It has always
been agreed that some of the territory
currently controlled by the Turkish
Cypriots will be ceded to Greek Cypriot
control in any peace deal.  Turkish
Cypriots made up just 18 percent of the
island’s population in 1974, but they cur-
rently control more than a third of its ter-
ritory. Just how much and which land
they should give up has hampered four
decades of peace talks.

‘Real opportunity’   
Years of inter-community violence,

which culminated with the Turkish inva-
sion and subsequent declaration of a
republic on Cyprus’ northern third, saw
thousands from both sides flee their
homes-and they remain displaced to this
day. The territory issue is so vital because

both Cypriot President Nicos
Anastasiades and Turkish Cypriot leader
Mustafa Akinci will have to sell any final
agreement to their respective sides via
twin popular votes.

They remain far apart on how many
Greek Cypriots should be able to return
to homes they fled in 1974, with Akinci
determined to minimize the number of
Turkish Cypriots who would be displaced
for a second time. And a summit planned
for January 12 in Geneva of Cyprus’ so-
called guarantor powers-Greece, Turkey
and former colonial master Britain-will
not go ahead unless the leaders agree on
final territory swaps.

“I expect neither a success nor a fail-
ure but the beginning of a series of final
round talks under the participation of the
guarantor powers with ‘observers’ invited
from the EU and Security Council,” Hubert
Faustmann, professor of history and
political science at the University of
Nicosia, said. Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan and British Prime
Minister Theresa May on Saturday agreed
in a phone call that the Geneva talks
were a “real opportunity” to end Cyprus’
division. But there are also differences
over post-solution security arrangements
with Anastasiades wanting the tens of
thousands of Turkish troops on the island
to leave but Akinci insistent on a Turkish
military presence. —AFP 

Historic Cyprus peace in balance at Geneva talks   

VICTORIA, Seychelles: Seychelles’
founding president James Mancham,
who spent only a year in office before
being ousted in a coup, died yesterday
aged 77, his nephew and staff said. The
former politician and lawyer, who spent
his years in retirement writing several
books and promoting his island nation,
was found dead at home. “This morning
his wife told us that Mancham was not
moving and we did the necessary to get
him transported to hospital,” one of his
security guards Philippe Figaro said.

“Doctors confirmed he was dead,”
said the former president’s nephew
Derick Pothin. Mancham, who initially
opposed the Indian Ocean archipel-
ago’s breakaway from British rule, won
the country’s first election by a small
margin in 1976. A year later he was
overthrown in a bloodless coup by his
prime minister, France-Albert Rene,
while he was attending a
Commonwealth conference in London.
Rene set up a one-party socialist state.

In 1981 South African mercenaries
led by notorious British soldier-for-hire
in Africa Colonel “Mad Mike” Hoare
planned a coup to return the pro-
Western Mancham to power. The group
entered the country disguised as a
beer-drinking tourist party called “The
Ancient Order of Froth-Blowers.”
However their plan came undone
when an airport inspector found a
weapon in their luggage and a gun-
fight broke out. The men then hijacked
an Air India flight and forced the pilot
to take them to Durban in South Africa
to escape.

South Africa’s post-apartheid Truth
and Reconciliation Commission later

found the apartheid government-keen
to do away with leftist powers on the
continent-had been involved in plan-
ning the attack. After his ouster,
Mancham fled into exile until 1993,
when multi-party democracy was
restored in the islands. Mancham again
vied for the presidency in 1998 but lost
to Rene. The Seychelles comprise some
115 islands scattered off the east coast
of Africa, whose white sandy beaches
and turquoise waters have made it a
magnet for wealthy foreigners, some of
whom also enjoy the country’s reputa-
tion as a tax haven. —AFP 

Seychelles’ first
president Mancham dies

SEYCHELLES: This picture shows then
Seychelles’s Prime Minister James
Mancham speaking in Paris after
receiving the Legion d’Honneur. —AFP

LISBON: A big portrait of the historic socialist leader and former Portuguese President Mario Soares is displayed on a facade of the Portuguese
Socialist party headquarters in Lisbon yesterday one day after his death. —AFP

Israel apologizes 
over threats to take 

down UK minister
LONDON: The Israeli embassy in London sought to head off a
diplomatic storm yesterday, apologizing after one of its staff
was caught on camera threatening to “take down” a British
government minister. The Mail yesterday’s newspaper posted
the footage showing the embassy employee telling an under-
cover reporter from Al-Jazeera that “I want to take down... the
Deputy Foreign Minister” (Alan Duncan) — a long-time critic
of Israel, and Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson’s second-in-
command. Duncan was “doing a lot of problems,” he added.

The embassy issued an immediate apology, saying it
“rejects the remarks concerning Minister Duncan, which are
completely unacceptable.” “The comments were made by a
junior embassy employee who is not an Israeli diplomat, and
who will be ending his term of employment with the
embassy shortly,” it added. Ambassador Mark Regev apolo-
gized personally to Duncan on Friday, according to the
embassy. Britain’s Foreign Office confirmed they had received
an apology, and that it now considered “the matter closed”.

The footage was recorded at a restaurant opposite the
Israeli embassy in Kensington, west London, during a meet-
ing attended by Maria Strizzolo, senior aide to Conservative
Education Minister Robert Halfon. Strizzolo spoke of her influ-
ence in helping Halfon become a minister, prompting the
embassy staffer to ask her “can you do the opposite stuff as
well?” However, Strizzolo said Duncan would be “impossible
to rebuff” due to having powerful “friends”, but then suggest-
ed “a little scandal, maybe?” The embassy employee also
called foreign office chief Johnson an “idiot” and mocked
“crazy” opposition Labor leader Jeremy Corbyn and his
“weirdo” supporters.—AFP

CYPRUS: A handout picture released by the Presidency of the self-proclaimed
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (KKTCB), shows Turkish Cypriot leader
Mustafa Akinci  (C-L)  and his spouse walk down the red carpet at Ercan Airport
in the self-proclaimed Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. —AFP
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MANILA: Philippine police raided an
Islamic centre in Manila and briefly
detained scores of people as part of
heightened security before a major
Catholic festival, a spokeswoman said yes-
terday. Two men were arrested for illegal
drugs during the raid on the Islamic
Center in the heart of Manila on Saturday,
as authorities warned of possible attacks
by Islamic militants when the Feast of the
Black Nazarene reaches its peak today.

“This is part of security preparations for
the Feast of the Black Nazarene,” Chief
Inspector Marissa Bruno, spokeswoman
for the Manila police, said. She said 82
other people at the centre had been tak-
en to a police station but were released
soon afterwards when it was found they
had no warrants outstanding. 

Bruno denied that police had targeted
the Islamic Center, which includes a
mosque, saying that other parts of the

city had also been subjected to police
operations. Authorities have been on alert
for possible attacks by Islamic militants to
disrupt the Black Nazarene event, which is
expected to attract millions of Filipinos.
The annual festival sees huge numbers of
barefoot devotees crowding to touch a
life-size and dark-skinned statue of Jesus
that is reputed to have healing powers.
Two people were killed and hundreds
injured during the crush of humanity at

last year’s event. Security forces have said
there is no report of a “direct threat” to the
festival this year but they are wary that
Muslim extremists may seek revenge for
the killing of a pro-Islamic State militant
leader last week. 

Mohammad Jaafar Maguid, alias
“Tokboy”, founder and leader of the
Ansarul Khilafa Philippines (AKP), was
killed by security forces on Thursday. His
group is known to be a supporter of the IS

group and has been blamed for various
bombings and attacks. Investigators are
still looking into whether the AKP was
involved in a bombing in the southern
city of Davao in September which killed
15 people gathered in a popular park.
Local Muslim extremists have previously
launched attacks on Christian targets,
playing on  longstanding tensions
between the country’s Christian majority
and the Muslim minority.—AFP

Philippine police raid Islamic centre before Catholic event

SEOUL: A South Korean Buddhist monk is in crit-
ical condition after setting himself on fire during
a mass protest against the impeached President
Park Geun-Hye, officials said yesterday. The
monk, in his 60s and whose name was not
released, set himself alight late Saturday night in
central Seoul where hundreds of thousands
returned to the streets for the eleventh week to
demand Park’s ouster. He left a note urging
authorities to arrest the scandal-hit president for
committing “treason”, the Yonhap news agency
reported.

Park was impeached by parliament last
month over an influence-peddling scandal that
sparked a storm of public fury and nationwide
protests, and the Constitutional Court now has

to decide whether to confirm the impeachment.
The monk also slammed Park as a “traitor” for
forging a deal with Japan to settle compensa-
tion for women forced into sexual slavery for
Japanese troops during the World War II, accord-
ing to Yonhap. Critics say the 2015 deal did not
go far enough in holding Japan responsible for
wartime abuses. 

Tensions between the two countries spiked
on Friday when Tokyo recalled its ambassador
over a statue of a “comfort woman.” The monk
suffered third-degree burns across his body and
remains unconscious, according to police and
staff at Seoul National University Hospital where
he is being treated. 

Self-immolation is not unheard of as a means

of protest in the South, and was particularly
common during the pro-democracy movement
of the 1980s and early 90s when a number of
activists set themselves on fire during public
demonstrations. 

Park is accused of colluding with her secret
confidante, Choi Soon-Sil, to coerce top local
firms to “donate” tens of millions of dollars to
non-profit foundations which Choi then used as
her personal ATMs. 

The president is also accused of letting Choi,
the daughter of a shady religious figure who was
also close to Park for decades, meddle in state
affairs including nomination of top officials. Both
Park and Choi-who is currently on trial-have
denied any wrongdoing. —AFP

SEOUL: This picture shows an injured Buddhist monk who set himself on fire being carried into an ambulance in Seoul. —AFP

S Korean monk sets himself 

on fire at anti-president rally
‘Monk urged authorities to arrest the president for treason’

WASHINGTON: Fabio, the golden-haired model
who graced the cover of hundreds of romance
novels, was wrapping up Thanksgiving dinner at
Donald Trump’s South Florida club when the pres-
ident-elect began making the rounds to greet his
guests. Fabio, who goes by his first name only,
said he hit it off with the newly elected
Republican, who asked the brawny model how he
stays in shape. On a second visit to the Mar-a-
Lago club around New Year’s, Fabio huddled with
incoming White House press secretary Sean
Spicer and offered his assistance on veterans’
issues. “I want to help,” said Fabio, who plans to be
in Washington for Trump’s Jan 20 inauguration.

Fabio’s embrace of Trump puts him in an
exclusive and eclectic club: celebrities who not
only support the president-elect, but are willing
to do so publicly. The entertainment industry’s
liberal bent, combined with election-season out-
rage over Trump’s controversial comments on
women and minorities, left Trump persona non
grata with many A-listers, particularly those who
have rolled in President Barack Obama’s circles.
While most modern presidents have had a
celebrity clique, Obama’s crowd has been espe-
cially glitzy. BeyoncÈ performed at both of his
inaugurations. Ellen DeGeneres and John
Legend hobnobbed at his 55th birthday party. 

A slew of famous faces attended the president
and first lady Michelle Obama’s farewell bash
Friday night at the White House, and some

shared social media posts about partying with
the Obamas well into the morning. Trump, a
celebrity in his own right from his days as a New
York tabloid fixture and reality television host,
has attracted a motlier crew. Actors Scott Baio
and Antonio Sabato Jr. spoke at the Republican
National Convention and former Indiana
University basketball coach Bob Knight appeared
with Trump on the campaign trail. Actor Stephen
Baldwin was among Trump’s earliest celebrity
endorsers, despite having been twice fired from
Trump’s reality show “Celebrity Apprentice.”

“Let’s just say, when he fired me the second
time, it was between me or Gary Busey, so I was
a little pissed off for a couple of weeks,” joked
Baldwin, who starred in 1995’s “ The Usual
Suspects” and 1996’s “Bio-Dome.” Baldwin took
the role of celebrity endorser seriously. Before
doing interviews during the election, he said he
would contact the campaign and see if there
were any talking points he should emphasize.
Baldwin, whose older brother Alec plays a
snarling Trump on “Saturday Night Live,” also
stays in touch with the president-elect’s son Eric,
who attends the same Manhattan cigar club.

‘A’ list celebrities 
Always image conscious, Trump has bristled

at the notion that the entertainment industry’s
elite has rejected him. In December, he tweeted
that “so-called ‘A’ list celebrities” were all seeking

tickets to his inauguration, yet few headline-
making stars have been announced for the
events surrounding his Jan. 20 swearing in.
“They’ve tried to hire some of the top people in
the business and nobody’s interested,”
Hollywood publicist Howard Bragman said.
“Everybody’s told them no.” One celebrity who
has said yes? Wayne Newton, the popular Las
Vegas entertainer and “Danke Schoen” singer. 

Newton, who has performed for seven presi-
dents, said he’s discussed the inauguration per-
formance with Trump, though he’s not certain
exactly what his role will be yet. Newton said he
was disappointed that many in the Hollywood
establishment are giving the inauguration a cold
shoulder. “I certainly agree with their right to do
and handle that in any way they choose to, but
they have no idea, truly, what they’re missing,”
Newton said. “When they look back on this at
some point in time in their life, they’re going to
realize that they missed a truly important and
magnificent moment in American history.”
Trump was a frequent target of celebrities
throughout the campaign, particularly after the
release of a video tape in which he was heard
making predatory comments about women. 

Hollywood kept piling on after Trump won
the election, with some stars appearing in a tele-
vision advertisement to encourage members of
the Electoral College to switch their votes to
Democrat Hillary Clinton. —AP

SEOUL: North Korea said yesterday it can
test launch an intercontinental ballistic
missile at any time from any location set
by leader Kim Jong Un, saying the
United States’ hostile policy was to
blame for its arms development. Kim
said on Jan 1 that his nuclear-capable
country was close to test-launching an
intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM).
“The ICBM will be launched anytime and
anywhere determined by the supreme
headquarters of the DPRK,” an unnamed
Foreign Ministry spokesman was quoted
as saying by the official KCNA news
agency, using the acronym for the coun-
try’s name.

The North is formally known as the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.
The United States said on Thursday that
North Korea had demonstrated a “quali-
tative” improvement in its nuclear and
missile capabilities after an unprecedent-
ed level of tests last year. 

Experts have said that while North
Korea may be close to testing an ICBM, it
would likely take years to perfect the
weapon. Once fully developed, a North
Korean ICBM could threaten the conti-
nental United States, which is around
9,000 km (5,500 miles) from the North.

ICBMs have a minimum range of about
5,500 km (3,400 miles), but some are
designed to travel 10,000 km (6,200
miles) or further. 

US President-elect Donald Trump
responded on Monday to Kim’s com-
ments on an ICBM test by declaring in a
tweet that “It won’t happen!” A US State
Department spokesman said last week
that the United States does not believe
that North Korea is capable of mounting
a nuclear warhead on a ballistic missile.
North Korea has been under UN sanc-
tions since 2006 over its nuclear and bal-
listic missile tests. The sanctions were
tightened last month after Pyongyang
conducted its fifth and largest nuclear
test on Sept 9.

“The US is wholly to blame for pushing
the DPRK to have developed ICBM as it
has desperately resorted to anachronistic
policy hostile toward the DPRK for
decades to encroach upon its sovereign-
ty and vital rights,” KCNA quoted the
spokesman as saying. “Anyone who
wants to deal with the DPRK would be
well advised to secure a new way of
thinking after having clear understand-
ing of it,” the spokesman said, according
to KCNA.—Reuters

WASHINGTON: As Barack Obama pre-
pares to leave office on January 20, here
are nine things his presidency may be
remembered for:

Making history 
If historians were to write only one

thing about Barack Hussein Obama,
they would likely note that — 143 years
after slavery was abolished-a young
Illinois senator became the first black
president of the United States. Obama,
just 47 at his 2009 inauguration, har-
nessed magisterial oratory to rally a
diverse electoral coalition behind a mes-
sage of “hope and change.” In office,
Obama sometimes struggled to turn
that poetry into the prose of gover-
nance. Racial tensions-underscored by
police shootings of unarmed black men
and conspiracy theories about his birth-
place-persisted.  But the very fact of his
election confirmed monumental
changes in American society.

Too big to fail 
Obama’s first term in office was domi-

nated by economic freefall. A real estate
crisis spawned a financial meltdown that
torpedoed Wall Street banks and
lenders, and was metastasizing into an
economic crisis of global proportions.
Outgoing president George W. Bush and
the Federal Reserve had kicked off the
government’s first panicked efforts at
containment, but Obama faced down
ideological opposition to large fiscal
stimulus, extending government spend-
ing by $831 billion and providing ballast
to the economy. As he leaves office, the
political and social aftershocks of that
financial cataclysm are still being felt,
but the economy has added jobs for 75
straight months.

‘Justice has been done’ 
“Tonight, I can report to the American

people and to the world that the United
States has conducted an operation that
killed Osama bin Laden.” With those
words on May 2, 2011, Obama exorcised
the anger and frustration of millions of
Americans-that the most powerful
country on earth could not hold the
man accountable for the 9/11 attacks.
The risky special forces operation was
also illustrative of Obama’s controversial
drone-and-raid approach to counterter-
rorism. As he leaves office, Al-Qaeda off-
shoots and affiliates remain potent, but
their leadership in Afghanistan and
Pakistan has been decimated.

Legislative toil 
“It’s one of the few regrets of my pres-

idency-that the rancor and suspicion
between the parties has gotten worse
instead of better,” Obama said in his final
State of the Union address. From the
moment Obama was elected,  Republics
in Congress vowed to oppose him tooth
and nail. Efforts to close the prison at
Guantanamo Bay and enact gun con-
trols-even after the massacre of young
students at Sandy Hook, the emotional
nadir of his presidency-would fall victim
to partisan rancor.

A deal with a half-life 
For more than two decades, the

United States had rolled out sanctions
and covert actions to prevent arch foe
Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon.
Obama tried a different tack, engaging
in  secret talks with the Islamic Republic.
That gambit ultimately yielded a deal
that saw Iran halt its sprint toward a

nuclear weapon, in return for substan-
tial sanctions relief and a dollop of inter-
national legitimacy. The pact would
strain US relations with Iran’s enemies
Israel and Saudi Arabia, but prevented a
nuclear arms race in the Middle East
and defused tensions between Iran and
the United States that have simmered
since the 1979 Islamic Revolution. 

No turnabout on Syria 
No international crisis tested

Obama’s foreign policy or his high bar
for US military intervention like Syria.
Even when Bashar al-Assad defied
Obama’s red line on chemical weapons
use and killed countless thousands of
civilians-along with Russian and Iranian
forces-the man who came to office on
an anti-war ticket rejected calls to step
in. Syria will likely be in crisis for years to
come. Critics will long argue about
whether Obama’s policy was sensible
and to what degree his decision dam-
aged America’s reputation, allowed the
Islamic State group to grow, fueled an
immigration flow that destabilized
Europe and allowed Russia and Iran to
extend influence in the region.

Change the climate 
After the climate skepticism of Bush,

Obama’s eight years in office resulted in a
tidal wave of environmental legislation,
protecting marine ecosystems, curbing
carbon emissions and boosting renew-
able energy. In a bid to engrain environ-
mentalism into America’s body politic,
Obama hiked Alaskan glaciers, snorkeled
at Midway Island and rushed through rat-
ification of the Paris Climate Accord. But
Obama’s environmental agenda is likely
to come under sustained assault from his
successor, putting the durability of that
legacy into question.

A very big deal 
Democrats had tried and failed for

decades to provide Americans with uni-
versal health care. Obama wasn’t quite
able to do that but he extended insur-
ance coverage to tens of millions of citi-
zens who previously had none.
Republicans decried the “Obamacare”
plan as socialism incarnate, at one
point claiming it would even create
“death panels.” But they failed to stop it
from passing. They may yet have a
crack at repealing it under Donald
Trump’s watch.

Meet the neighbors 
Obama’s trip to Cuba may be

remembered in the same way as
Richard Nixon’s visit to China, but in
truth it was the capstone of a much
broader effort to improve US relations
with Latin America. Resurgent left wing
populists in the region had rekindled
past memories of “yanqui imperialism”-
US-led coups, death squads and heavy-
handed intervention. Barely 100 days
after Obama took office, he told region-
al leaders at a Summit of the Americas
that the United States had changed. The
approach was to deny leaders like Hugo
Chavez any excuses for sideshow anti-
Americanism. He shook Chavez’s hand,
met Nicaraguan firebrand Daniel
Ortega and visited the tomb of a popu-
lar Salvadoran priest killed by US-linked
death squads. Obama alluded to “mis-
takes” in a coup that installed dictator
Augusto Pinochet in Chile, released
documents about involvement in
Argentina’s dirty war and, of course, vis-
ited Havana.—AFP 

Nine things Obama 

will be remembered for

Trump celeb crew awaits his 

turn in spotlight, and their own

FLORIDA: In this file photo, actor and model Fabio, right, talks with Sean Spicer,
President-elect Donald Trump’s choice for White House press secretary, at Mar-a-
Lago in Palm Beach, Florida. 

CLEVELAND: In this file photo, actor Scott Baio gives
two thumbs up after addressing the delegates during
the opening day of the Republican National
Convention in Cleveland. —AP Photos

N Korea says can test-launch 

ICBM at any time, any place



ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s recently retired
army chief Raheel Sharif has been appoint-
ed to lead a new Saudi-military alliance to
fight terrorism, Pakistani media have
reported. Government officials in Saudi
Arabia could not be reached on Sunday to
confirm the appointment to head the coali-
tion, the founding of which Saudi Arabia’s
Deputy Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman announced at a sudden midnight
press conference in December 2015. 

Pakistani Defense Minister Khawaja Asif
said in an appearance on Pakistan’s Geo
News channel on Friday that Sharif ’s
appointment had been finalized a few days
earlier.  A statement carried by Saudi state
news agency SPA in December 2015 said
the new coalition would have 34 members,
though more have joined since then. It also

said the coalition would be based in Riyadh
to “coordinate and support military opera-
tions” against terrorism. Little has been
heard of it since then. 

The states it listed as joining the new
coalition included Egypt, Qatar, the United
Arab Emirates, Turkey, Malaysia, Pakistan
and several African nations. It did not
include Shi’ite Muslim Iran and its allies
Syria and Iraq, leading to speculation that it
could become a potential Sunni bloc
against Iran, a rival of Sunni Saudi Arabia
for influence across the Arab world. Tehran
and Riyadh are ranged on opposite sides in
proxy conflicts in Syria and Yemen. General
Sharif retired last November, the first
Pakistani army chief in more than 20 years
not to seek an extension to his term like
some previous military leaders. — Reuters

Former Pakistan army chief to

head Saudi-led military alliance 

ISLAMABAD: At least four Pakistani
activists known on social media for their
secular leftist views have gone missing this
week, relatives and NGO workers said yes-
terday, as analysts voiced rights concerns.
Two of the men-Waqas Goraya and Asim
Saeed-disappeared on January 4, accord-
ing to a cyber security NGO, while Salman
Haider vanished Friday and Ahmed Raza
Naseer Saturday, relatives said.  The interior
ministry has said it will investigate the dis-
appearance of Haider, a Dawn newspaper
blogger known for his outspoken views on
enforced disappearances in the southwest-
ern province of Balochistan, but made no
reference to the others.

All four were active on social media
groups promoting leftist, secular views,
often against the military or conservative
state. Pakistan is routinely ranked among
the world’s most dangerous for journalists,
and reporting critical of the military is con-
sidered a major red flag, with journalists at
times detained, beaten and even killed.
“ The state has controlled T V and now
they’re focusing on digital spaces,” said

Raza Rumi, a writer and analyst who left
Pakistan in 2014 after he was attacked by
gunmen who shot his driver dead. 

A security source denied intelligence
services were involved in the disappear-
ances. Naseer, who suffers from polio, was
taken from his family’s shop in central
Punjab province, his brother Tahir sadi yes-
terday. Hours after Haider was due home
Friday evening, his wife received a text
message from his phone saying he was
leaving his car on the Islamabad express-
way, his brother Faizan said. Police later
found the car and registered a missing per-
sons report. Faizan said his brother had not
received any specific threats.

Waqas Goraya, who is usually a resident
of the Netherlands, was picked up on Jan 4,
as was Aasim Saeed, said Shahzad Ahmed,
head of cyber security NGO Bytes for All.
“None of these activists have been brought
to any court of law or levelled with any
charges. Their status disappearance is very
worrying not only for the families, but also
for netizens and larger social media users
in the country ,” Ahma d said. — AFP

Four leftist social media 
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YANGON: Hardline Buddhist nationalists
stopped a Muslim religious ceremony in
Yangon yesterday, witnesses and organ-
izers said, as Islamophobic tensions boil
over amid a bloody military campaign
against Rohingya in northern Rakhine
state. Dozens of people, led by a handful
of maroon-robed monks, marched to
the YMCA in Myanmar’s commercial cap-
ital to shut down a service marking the
Prophet Mohammed’s birthday. “We
have celebrated this festival for my
whole life. Now this seems like an attack
on freedom of religion,” Kyaw Nyein, sec-
retary of the Ulama Islam organisation,
said FP.

“The monks tried to stop the ceremo-
ny without saying what we had done
wrong... Why aren’t authorities taking
action?” Witnesses, who asked not to be
named, said the monks barged into the
ceremony shortly after it started
demanding it be shut down. Police were
called, but did not intervene to stop the
hardliners. Tin Maung Win, vice president
of the festival organizing committee, said
Buddhist nationalists were trying to stir
up political dissent against the NLD gov-
ernment led by Aung San Suu Kyi.

He said the religious extremists sup-
ported the military-backed USDP party
and see the new elected government,
which took power last year after win-

ning the first free election in some 50
years, as being too soft on Muslims. “We
held the festival here for seven years
without any violence, but today it hap-
pened. This is because of political inter-
ests,” he said. Long-simmering lslamo-
phobic sentiment has been on the rise
in Myanmar since deadly communal
violence erupted between Buddhists
and Rohingya Muslims in western
Rakhine state in 2012.

In recent years Buddhist hardliners
have sought to restrict Muslim wor-
ship, destroying mosques and trying
to ban ceremonies such as the ritual
slaughter of cattle during the festival
of Eid al-Adha. Tensions have boiled
over s ince attacks on police posts
along the Bangladesh border  in
October, which the government has
blamed on Rohingya insurgents led by
foreign fighters and backed by Middle
Eastern money.

Until  the recent fighting, the
Rohingya had generally eschewed polit-
ical violence despite decades of perse-
cution. Dozens have died in the ensuing
military crackdown, sending some
50,000 Rohingya fleeing to Bangladesh
telling stories of rape, murder and arson
at the hands of Myanmar security forces
that activists say could amount to
crimes against humanity. — AFP
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BANGALORE, India: French Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Development Jean-Marc Ayrault (L), speaks with Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 2017 event in Bangalore yesterday. —AFP

NEW DELHI: French Foreign Minister Jean-
Marc Ayrault began a four-day visit to India
with a meeting yesterday with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to bolster the “strategic part-
nership” between the two countries. Ayrault
held talks for 45 minutes with the Hindu
nationalist leader in the southern hi-tech hub
of Bangalore, where he will stay until today
evening. “The number one objective (of this
trip) is to stress the strategic partnership and
move it into a higher gear,” the minister said.
The vis i t  is  par t  of  a  ser ies  of  meetings

between Indian and French leaders. President
Francois Hollande has visited India twice dur-
ing his five-year term, in 2013 and 2016.
Modi, who took office in 2014, has twice visit-
ed France. Ayrault and Modi discussed in par-
ticular collaboration in the defense sector, a
few months after the sale of 36 French Rafale
fighters to India for about eight billion Euros
($8.4 billion). Asked about the possibility of
future arms deals  with India,  which has
become the world ’s  largest  weapons
importer as it tries to modernize its arsenal,

the minister said Modi was “ready to examine
everything”.

India “is a huge country, which has a very
important need to ensure its security against
all the challenges it faces”, said Ayrault. The
minister will tomorrow visit the western state
of Gujarat, where Modi was chief minister for
over a decade, accompanied by a delegation of
about 100 representatives of French compa-
nies. Annual trade between France and India is
worth some eight billion Euros, a figure that
has grown markedly since 2000. — AFP 

French FM to bolster ‘strategic 
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SOWETO, South Africa: South African
President Jacob Zuma yesterday denounced
corruption within the ruling ANC party and
admitted that mistakes had cost the party at
the ballot box after a year of damaging scan-
dals. Zuma is set to step down as leader of the
African National Congress (ANC) in December,
before he completes the maximum two terms
in office as national president in 2019. He and
other senior ANC figures have been embroiled
in a series of graft allegations, as South Africa
has struggled with a slowing economy, high
unemployment and regular violent protests. In
August, the ANC-which came to power in 1994
under Nelson Mandela after the end of
apartheid-recorded its worst-ever election
results at local polls.

“The ANC has heard the message that the
people delivered in August. We accept that we
have made mistakes,” Zuma, 74, said in a
speech marking the ANC’s 105th anniversary.
“When leaders and members of the ANC are
corrupt and steal they are betraying the values
of the ANC, the people and our country. We will
not allow this.” Among Zuma’s possible succes-
sors are his ex-wife, African Union chief
Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma, Deputy President
Cyril Ramaphosa and ANC treasurer-general
Zweli Mkhize. On Saturday, the ANC’s influential
women’s league pledged its support for
Dlamini-Zuma. “ The ANC will elect a new
national leadership towards the end of the
year,” Zuma said. 

“Too often, comrades fight for leadership

positions as they see leadership as the route to
material and personal gain.” As attacks on his
presidency grew last year, Zuma survived an
attempt by ANC rivals to oust him in November,
shrugging off criticism of his conduct by the offi-
cial anti-graft watchdog and the Constitutional
Court. The watchdog probe uncovered evidence
of possible criminal activity in his relationship
with the Guptas, a business family accused of
wielding undue political influence. 

Zuma, who took power in 2009, retains
strong loyalty among many rank-and-file ANC
party members, as well as its lawmakers. He
struck a humble note at the ANC celebrations in
a sports stadium in Soweto, a hotbed of the
struggle that ended white-majority rule more
than 20 years ago. “The people have told us that
we are too busy fighting each other and we do
not pay sufficient attention to their needs,” he
said. “The ANC must unite so that we are able to
unite the people against our common enemies-
unemployment, poverty and inequality.”Zuma
gave a shortened version of his published
speech as heavy rain lashed the venue. — AFP 

South Africa’s Zuma admits 
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KABUL: About 300 US Marines will be sent to
Afghanistan’s Helmand province to assist Afghan
security forces battling Taliban insurgents in
intelligence and logistics matters, the unit’s com-
mander said over the weekend. The deployment
to Helmand will be the Marines’ first to the south-
ern province since they left in 2014 as the US
declared an end to its combat mission. Since
then, Afghan security forces, still  backed by
Washington in the form of air strikes and hun-
dreds of advisors, have struggled to contain the
Taliban advance in Helmand.

Brigadier General Roger Turner told reporters
on a conference call that the deployment would
be part of a regular rotation to replace a US Army
unit already training and advising Afghan troops
in the province. And although the 300 Marines
would mostly be experienced and senior officers
who will work on intelligence, logistics, and
administration, Turner said they were braced for
a dangerous mission. “We’re viewing this as a
high-risk mission...We’re not in any way viewing
this as a noncombat mission, or something to
take lightly.”

Tens of thousands of Marines fought fierce
battles against the Taliban in Helmand over five
years. Nearly 1,000 coalition troops have been
killed there since the US-led military interven-
tion in 2001, more than in any other province. In
the last two years the Taliban have captured
areas that were the site of some of the deadliest
batt les  for  the  M ar ines,  inc luding Sangin ,
Marjah and Nowzad, and for much of 2016 they
have threatened to take the provincial capital
Lashkar Gah.

In a statement posted online, Taliban officials

ridiculed the Marines’ deployment as one of the
“final failed efforts” by outgoing US President
Barack Obama to stem the violence in
Afghanistan. In recent months the US military
has also announced rotations of roughly 3,000
Army soldiers to Afghanistan, where about 8,400
American troops conduct both advising missions,
as well as “counter terrorism” operations against
groups like Islamic State and al Qaeda. A small
number of Marines are already in Afghanistan,
including around 60 who help to secure the huge
air base at Bagram. —Reuters

US to send 300 Marines to Helmand province 

DURBAN: This file photo shows Chairperson of the African Union (AU) Nkosazana Dlamini-
Zuma addressing the State of the Continent Media Briefing for the last time as the Chair of the
AU Commission to conclude her four-year tenure, in Durban, South Africa. — AFP

NEW DELHI: India’s rights watchdog said
more than a dozen tribal women were raped
and sexually assaulted by police in restive
Chhattisgarh state, with the victims’ lawyer
slamming authorities over delays in arresting
the accused yesterday. The National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC) said at least 16
women were “victims of rape, sexual and
physical assault” after it concluded an investi-
gation into reports that police attacked sever-
al villages in Bijapur district during an opera-
tion against Maoist rebels in October 2015.

“Prima-facie, human rights of the victims
have been grossly violated by the security
personnel of the Government of Chhattisgarh
for which the State Government is vicariously
liable,” the government panel said in a state-
ment on Saturday. The NHRC said it was in
the process of recording the testimonies of

20 more victims who were sexually assaulted
during the incident. Several media reports at
that time said police officers had raped or
sexually assaulted at least 40 women in five
villages and destroyed and looted homes
during the anti-Maoist operation. 

The reports said 11 women were gang
raped, including a 14-year-old girl and a
pregnant woman.  Police filed an initial com-
plaint and launched an investigation over
the allegations but no arrests have been
made yet. Kishore Narayan, who is represent-
ing 14 victims, said that the panel has
backed their claims and accused the police
of deliberately shielding the culprits. “The
victims gave the names of the policemen
involved in the barbarity but nothing has
happened. They carried a sham investigation
and are trying to obfuscate the case,”

Narayan said. He said they have filed a peti-
tion in the Chhattisgarh High Court demand-
ing an investigation by a special police team
from outside the state. 

Activists often accuse Indian security
forces of committing gross human rights vio-
lations including extra-judicial killings, arson
and sexual assault in the conflict torn region.
India is fighting thousands of armed Maoists
rebels in the so-called “Red Corridor” which
passes through swathes of resource-rich
areas of central and eastern India and is
mostly inhabited by underprivileged tribes.
The guerrillas-inspired by Chinese revolu-
tionary leader Mao Zedong-say they are
fighting the Indian government for land, jobs
and other rights for poor tribal groups, with
thousands of lives lost in the the decades-old
insurgency. — AFP

India rights panel says police raped 
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he handed Information and Youth Minister Sheikh Salman
Al-Humoud Al-Sabah, an initiative he thinks could lead to lift-
ing the suspension. Under the initiative, the government
pledges to IOC to amend the sports legislation to be compati-
ble with the international sports charter and to withdraw all
cases against international sports organizations.

The government will also pledge to withdraw decisions
dissolving local sports federations until courts have ruled in
lawsuits filed by the government against them, the lawmaker
said. Subaei said the legal office of the Public Authority for
Sports has advised it against continuing the cases against
international sports bodies, warning that Kuwait could end up
paying $1 billion each to IOC and FIFA if Kuwait loses those
cases. The lawmaker said that this is the last proposal to be
submitted to the minister and the prime minister regarding
efforts to lift the suspension, adding that “we will not remain
silent any longer”. He said that they will have a firm position
on this matter next week and “we will take all the procedures

guaranteed under the constitution after consulting with other
MPs”, a reference to preparations underway to grill the infor-
mation minister or even the prime minister. Reports quoted
opposition MP Waleed Al-Tabtabaei as saying last week that
he was contemplating grilling the prime minister over the
sports dilemma.

In another sensitive development, opposition MP Mubarak
Al-Hajraf said yesterday that he plans to submit a request to
the Assembly tomorrow to launch a probe into why the gov-
ernment deported opposition activist Saad Al-Ajmi. Ajmi was
deported to Saudi Arabia two years ago, months after the
government revoked his citizenship as part of a crackdown on
the opposition.

Hajraf said he will also submit a motion to debate the gov-
ernment’s policy on revoking citizenships, adding that the
government has remained uncooperative with the new
Assembly. The government had revoked the citizenship of
several opposition leaders and activists and their family mem-
bers and some relatives in 2014 over a variety of reasons.
These cases are being looked by courts.

Truck attack kills 4 Israeli soldiers 

Efforts continue in bid to lift freeze...

Iraq forces in Mosul punch to Tigris 

Continued from Page 1

attack lasted several seconds and once the soldiers
understood that it was an attack, they fired in the direction
of the vehicle,” army spokesman Moti Almoz said in a state-
ment. Multiple bullet holes could be seen in the windshield
of the truck.

Israel’s military said four soldiers were killed and 17
wounded. Medics reported that three of the dead were
women, while all four were in their 20s. Video said to be of
the incident being shared online shows a flatbed truck
with a crane in the rear drive through a group of soldiers
standing next to a bus. The driver then pulls off to the side
and tries to reverse back towards where the soldiers were
hit before the truck eventually comes to a stop.

The video showed visitors, including soldiers, running
for cover as the incident began. Bodies were later covered
in sheets. “I heard my soldiers screaming and shouting,”
said one of the tour guides, Lea Schreiber. “I saw a truck
that went on the side of the road. Soldiers starting shoot-
ing... There were orders and screaming everywhere. They
told them to hide behind the wall because there was fear
of another attack.” Netanyahu later visited the scene. “We
know the identity of the assailant, who according to all
indications supported IS,” he said in a statement released
by his office.

Fawzi Barhum, a spokesman for Islamist movement
Hamas which runs the Gaza Strip, calling the attack “heroic
and brave”. Palestinian security officials said the driver was
a Palestinian in his late 20s from the east Jerusalem neigh-

borhood of Jabal Mukaber, located close to the scene.
Palestinian media named him as Fadi Al-Qanbar, a father of
four. Rosenfeld said it was not yet clear if the attack had
been planned earlier or was spontaneous.

It occurred in what was formerly designated a no-man’s
land between mainly Palestinian east and Israeli-dominat-
ed west Jerusalem, near UN headquarters at a spot that
leads to a promenade with picturesque views. Israeli settle-
ments in east Jerusalem and Palestinian neighborhoods
are located nearby. The European Union condemned the
attack, as did the UN envoy for the Middle East peace
process, Nickolay Mladenov. “It is reprehensible that some
choose to glorify such acts which undermine the possibili-
ty of a peaceful future for both Palestinians and Israelis,” he
said. “There is nothing heroic in such actions.” Many ana-
lysts say Palestinian frustration with the Israeli occupation
and settlement-building in the West Bank, comatose peace
efforts and their own fractured leadership have helped
feed the unrest. Israel says incitement by Palestinian lead-
ers and media is a leading cause.

The status of Jerusalem is one of the most difficult
issues in the conflict. The Palestinians see east Jerusalem,
which Israel occupied in 1967 and later annexed, as the
capital of their future state. Israel views the whole city as its
capital. US President-elect Donald Trump recently stirred
fresh controversy over Jerusalem’s status by vowing to
break with years of precedent and move the US embassy
there from Tel Aviv. Last week, Palestinian president
Mahmoud Abbas warned doing so would cross a “red line”
and could jeopardize peace prospects. — Agencies 
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Residents said a crowd gathered outside Shohadaa
Hospital where Rafsanjani was taken, despite police warn-
ings, blocking Tehran’s Valiasr Avenue. His body was later
transferred to Jamaran hospital. In a sign of mourning,
state television channels carried a black banner on a cor-
ner of screen. His funeral will be held in Tehran tomorrow,
his relative and aide Hossein Marashi was quoted as saying
by Fars news agency. Mehdi, the imprisoned son of
Rafsanjani who is in jail on corruption charges, attended
the hospital to say goodbye to the body of his father. He
was escorted out by police. 

HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah expressed condolences to Iranian President
Hassan Rouhani yesterday on the death of Rafsanjani. The
Amir, in a cable to Rouhani, prayed to Allah the Almighty
to bestow blessings upon the deceased. HH the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH
the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah sent similar cables. 

Rafsanjani’s mix of sly wit and reputation for cunning
moves - both in politics and business - earned him a host
of nicknames such as Akbar Shah, or Great King, during a
life that touched every major event in Iranian affairs since
before the 1979 Islamic Revolution. 

His presence - whether directly or through back chan-
nels - was felt in many forms. He was a steady leader in the
turbulent years following the overthrow of the US-backed
shah, a veteran warrior in the country’s internal political
battles and a covert go-between in intrigue such as the
Iran-Contra arms deals in the 1980s.

He also was handed an unexpected political resurgence
in his later years. The surprise presidential election in 2013
of Rafsanjani’s political soul mate, Rouhani, gave the for-
mer president an insider role in reform-minded efforts that
included Rouhani’s push for direct nuclear talks with
Washington. 

Rouhani’s victory was also another example of
Rafsanjani’s remarkable political luck. Rafsanjani was
blocked from the ballot by Iran’s election overseers - pre-
sumably worried about boosting his already wide-ranging
influence. But, in the end, many moderates turned to
Rouhani as an indirect vote for Rafsanjani. It came after
years of dwindling influence. Another presidential come-
back bid was snuffed out by Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s sur-
prise victory in 2005 elections. 

Rafsanjani was born on Aug 25, 1934 in the village of
Nough in southern Iran into a wealthy family. He studied
theology in the holy city of Qom before entering politics in
1963 after the shah’s police arrested the founder of the
Islamic republic, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. A confidant

of Khomeini, Rafsanjani was the speaker of parliament for
two consecutive terms until Khomeini’s death in 1989, and
went on to serve as president from 1989 to 1997 during a
period of significant changes in Iran. At the time, the coun-
try was struggling to rebuild its economy after a devastat-
ing 1980-88 war with Iraq, while also cautiously allowing
some wider freedoms, as seen in Iran’s highly regarded film
and media industry.

He also oversaw key developments in Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram by negotiating deals with Russia to build an energy-
producing reactor in Bushehr, which finally went into serv-
ice in 2011 after long delays. Behind the scenes, he direct-
ed the secret purchase of technology and equipment from
Pakistan and elsewhere. Rafsanjani managed to remain
within the ruling theocracy after leaving office, but any
dreams of taking on a higher-profile elder statesman role
collapsed with Ahmadinejad’s disputed re-election in 2009
and the intense crackdown that followed. Rafsanjani’s
harsh criticism of Ahmadinejad branded him as a dissenter
in the eyes of many conservatives.

In a sign of his waning powers, Rafsanjani’s stance cost
him his position as one of the Friday prayer leaders at
Tehran University, a highly influential position that often is
the forum for significant policy statements. But some ana-
lysts believe that Rafsanjani was kept within the ruling fold
as a potential mediator with America and its allies in the
standoff over Iran’s nuclear program. His past stature as a
trusted Khomeini ally also offered him political protection.
Rafsanjani was a top commander in the war with Iraq and
played a key role in convincing Khomeini to accept a
cease-fire as it became clear that extending the stalemate
could pose a crippling drain on Iran’s economy.

Nearly 25 years later, Rafsanjani tried to revive his cre-
dentials among a new generation of reformers by recount-
ing proposals he made to Khomeini in the late 1980s to
consider outreach to the United States, still seen by hard-
liners as the “Great Satan”. His image, however, also had
darker undertones. He was named by prosecutors in
Argentina among Iranian officials suspected of links to a
1994 bombing of a Jewish center in Buenos Aires that left
85 people dead. Some Iranian reformers accused him of
involvement in the slaying of liberals and dissidents during
his presidency - charges that were never pursued by
Iranian authorities.

“The title of Islamic Republic is not just a formality,” he
said in 2009 in the chaos after Ahmadinejad’s re-election.
“Rest assured, if one of those two aspects is damaged we
will lose our revolution. If it loses its Islamic aspect, we will
go astray. If it loses its republican aspect, (the Islamic
Republic) will not be realized.  Based on the reasons that I
have offered, without people and their vote there would be
no Islamic system.” — Agencies 
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“Our position hasn’t changed,” a senior official from
Casablanca’s local administration told AFP. “We see (Uber) as
an unauthorized and illegal company.” Local media said
recently that as many as 30 separate protests against app driv-
ers had been held, ranging from threats, car chases and even
ambushes such as the one in December. 

Uber Morocco director general Meryem Belqziz insisted
these were “isolated” incidents. “There were no injuries. It was
more harassment,” she told AFP, admitting however that Uber
drivers had been “shaken” by some protests. There are now
more than 250 taxis working for Uber in Casablanca, Belqziz
said, and the app has enjoyed 15,000 unique users in the last
three months. Business has boomed for Uber since it launched
in San Francisco in 2011. But the smartphone app has faced
stiff resistance from traditional taxi drivers the world over, as

well as bans in some places over safety concerns and ques-
tions over legal issues, including taxes. Uber says it is not a
transport company like taxi firms, and that it simply connects
drivers with passengers. While many drivers have been tempt-
ed by Uber’s model, many more operators of Casablanca’s esti-
mated 18,000 taxis continue to denounce the app’s “unfair
competition”, while passengers still heavily rely instead on
local ride startups such as Careem and chauffeur.ma.

The recent opening of a new tram line in the city has also
siphoned off some of the local drivers’ traditional clientele.
“The tram has already eaten up an important part of our mar-
ket, and things are getting worse with Uber, which operates
without constraint,” said Abdelouahed. Belqziz insists that
Uber and local taxis can operate side-by-side, but admits her
firm’s legal status “needs clarifying”. “With every important
change you meet resistance, but with time people get used to
new modes of consumption,” she said. — AFP 

Morocco cabbies sabotage Uber app
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state-controlled Saudi Telecom Co announced on Dec
18 it bought 10 percent of Careem for $100 million. “The
percentage of Careem captains who are Saudi has jumped
from effectively zero to 60 percent in the last 12 months,
and we aim to employ 70,000 Saudis by end 2017,” said
Abdulla Elyas, co-founder of Careem. Women already
account for around 80 percent of Uber and Careem’s pas-
sengers, the companies say. “In a country where they
(women) cannot get behind the wheel we are offering
both the women and the government a win-win solution,”
said Zeid Hreish, Uber’s general manager in Saudi.

A personal driver offers the most cache for middle- and
upper-class women. But as these cost as much as 3,000
riyals ($800) a month, around 20 percent of the average
monthly household income, women are always looking for
cheaper options. Some wealthier Saudi women have never
used the country’s existing taxi system because it is not
seen as acceptable for them to travel in the older vehicles
that are often provided.

Uber and Careem offer an alternative because they
require their drivers to use cars that are less than three
years old. Uber works with car financing companies in
Saudi Arabia to get deals to help its drivers buy newer cars.
The use of the app for booking a car also allows a passen-
ger to select a particular driver and some believe that the
use of smart phone technology brings a better class of
driver. There is little difference in price between a journey
with Uber or Careem and a local taxi company but the
industry does not feel threatened because it caters to a dif-
ferent market - road-side taxi hailers are usually lower

income men and do not own smartphones. “We have very
little overlapping demand with Careem and Uber,” said an
assistant manager at a Jeddah-based limousine company,
who wished not to be named. Careem is however, devel-
oping a subsidized rides program for low-income working
Saudi women with the Ministry of Labor. 

The high female engagement with such apps also
reflects how social attitudes are evolving in the conserva-
tive kingdom. Traditional social norms dictate local women
cannot interact with men to which they are not related.
However, the ride-hailing scenario has jumped ahead of
such restrictions, aided by a zero tolerance policy for driver
complaints operated by Uber and Careem. “I am comfort-
able in the car with the driver because we are getting a
professional service from a company where the driver will
be held accountable for any complaints made against him,”
said Alia Shayef, a 42-year-old banker living in Jeddah.

But some riders and drivers remain uneasy about the
mixing of genders. An 18 year old university student in
Riyadh said that since more Saudis became Uber and
Careem drivers her father has forbidden her to use those
apps. A Careem driver also admitted he does not take any
female riders to avoid cultural clashes and any risk of com-
plaint. The proliferation of ride-sharing services has also
done little to take away the yearning for women to drive.
Some are concerned that it has made it even less likely that
the government will ever allow women to get behind a
steering wheel. In June when Uber announced the Saudi
wealth fund had invested in its business some Saudi
women took to Twitter to unveil their disapproval with the
hashtag “Saudi women announce Uber boycott,” trending
within hours of the news. — Reuters

Saudi embrace of ride-hailing apps...
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Having eyes on the river should further complicate IS’
already reduced ability to resupply the eastern front with
fighters and weapons from the west bank, which it still
firmly controls. Commanders had predicted when the
operation, Iraq’s largest in years, was launched nearly three
months ago that the eastern side of the city would be easi-
er to retake. But diehard fighters, estimated at around
5,000 to 7,000 before the start of the offensive, fought back
with sniper fire, booby-traps and a seemingly endless sup-
ply of suicide car bombs. The continued presence in the
city of hundreds of thousands of civilians - either forced to

stay by IS or reluctant to leave their homes for crowded
and cold displacement camps - has impeded the federal
advance. Baghdad and partnering aid organizations had
predicted an exodus of civilians in the first weeks of the
operation but the flux of fleeing Mosul residents was more
limited than expected.

According to the United Nations, more than 135,000
people have been displaced since the start of the opera-
tion to retake Mosul, a significant proportion of them from
outlying areas. Iraqi Prime Minister Haider Al-Abadi had
promised that his forces would rid Iraq of IS by the end of
2016 but later said that eliminating the jihadists would
take several more months. — AFP



Accusations that Russia interfered with the US presi-
dential election by leaking hacked documents via
WikiLeaks have put a fresh spotlight on the crusad-

ing website’s founder Julian Assange. A report from the US
Office of the Director of National Intelligence (ODNI)
released Friday accuses Russian President Vladimir Putin of
ordering the operation in which computer hackers stole
Democratic Party files and fed them to WikiLeaks. The
website published the internal documents and emails
over the weeks ahead of the Nov 8 election, embarrassing
Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton’s campaign and
arguably contributing to her defeat - which US intelli-
gence said was Putin’s goal.

Assange, who has made a trade out of publishing pur-
loined secrets of governments and powerful organizations
and individuals, has repeatedly insisted that WikiLeaks did
not receive the Democratic files from the Russian govern-
ment, adding that the group publishes anything signifi-
cant that it receives. “Nothing in today’s declassified ODNI
report alters our conclusion that WikiLeaks’s US election
related source are not state parties,” the group said in a
Twitter statement late Friday.

Earlier in the week, Assange told Fox News the focus on
WikiLeaks’s source for the information was a smokescreen
for what it contained, and its impact on Clinton’s cam-
paign. “WikiLeaks published true information... The
American public read that information, true information,
and said, ‘we don’t like these people.’ And then voted
accordingly.”

But Assange did not rule out that people acting on
behalf of Moscow had handed over the documents. The
US intelligence report says Russian military intelligence
relayed the material to WikiLeaks via unnamed intermedi-
aries. “Moscow most likely chose WikiLeaks because of its
self-proclaimed reputation for authenticity,” it said.

‘Journalist’, ‘publisher’ 
Assange calls himself a journalist and publisher who is

doing nothing illegal. Since he took refuge in Ecuador’s
London embassy four years ago to avoid possible extradi-
tion to the United States for espionage - by Sweden,

where he faces sexual assault charges, or by Britain - he
has also called himself a “political prisoner”. But since the
organization stunned the world in 2010 by publishing
hundreds of thousands of internal diplomatic communica-
tions from the US State Department leaked to it by a for-
mer US military intelligence analyst, Washington has
regarded him as a dangerous menace and maintained the
threat of prosecuting him, though no charges have
been filed.

In 2010, US Vice President Joe Biden likened
Assange to a “high-tech terrorist”. And US
politicians this week roundly blasted him
as irresponsible and an enemy of the
country. In its first decade, WikiLeaks has
clearly welcomed secret documents on
nearly any matter. The first document
it published in December 2006
involved Somalia, and the next year
it helped expose corruption by
Kenyan leader Daniel Arap Moi.

Since then releases have target-
ed Peru’s oil  industry,  the
Scientology group, the Syrian gov-
ernment, and Swiss and Icelandic
banks. But they pale in volume and
impact to its disclosures of US-relat-
ed documents on Guantanamo, the
Afghanistan and Iraq wars,  the
Obama administration’s trade treaty
talks, and the Democratic Party files.
While he did not reply to AFP questions,
in recent interviews Assange insisted the
group does not have an anti-US bias. 

“ Wik iLeaks is  a predominantly
English-speaking organization with a
website predominantly in English,” he
told Italian newspaper La Repubblica
last month. “We have published more
than 800,000 documents about or refer-
encing Russia and President Putin, so we
do have quite a bit of coverage, but the

majority of our publications come from Western sources,
though not always.”

Clinton obsession 
But Assange has shown an extraordinary fixation on US

power and Clinton. “The US is in the business of managing
an extended empire,” he told Der Spiegel in a 2015 inter-

view. “An American mindset is being fostered and
spread to the rest of the world,” he said, pointing

to US power in business, trade and the
Internet. In February 2016 he authored

a strong attack on Clinton on
WikiLeaks’ website. “I have had years
of experience in dealing with Hillary
Clinton and have read thousands of
her cables. Hillary lacks judgment
and will push the United States into
endless, stupid wars which spread
terrorism.” 

And in an interview with Russia’s
RT television on the eve of the
election - which he still expected
Clinton would win - he described
her as “someone who is eaten

alive by their ambitions, tormented
literally to the point where they
become sick as a result of going on
with their ambitions”. Nevertheless,

Assange has accurately pointed out
that mainstream journalistic outlets

would themselves have published the
Democratic Party documents, had they

received them. “In the end, I think that we
have an obligation to report what
we can about important people and
important events. There’s just no
question that the email exchanges
inside the Democratic Party were
newsworthy,” Dean Baquet, execu-
tive editor of The New York Times,
told the paper last month. — AFP 
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Focus

Trump continues

his score-settling, 

trash-talking ways

As a candidate one of the ways Donald Trump
shocked America was by locking horns nastily
with anybody who got in his way. He once

mocked a journalist with a disability. He argued for a
couple of days with the Pakistani-born parents of an
Army captain who was killed in Iraq.  Now, Trump is
days away from being sworn in as president and lit-
tle has changed: He dwells on minutiae far removed
from things presidential and spends a lot of time
settling scores.

Before breakfast on Friday, Trump took aim at
Arnold Schwarzenegger, the new host of “Celebrity
Apprentice”, because the reality TV show’s ratings are
lower than when Trump was its star until 2015. “Wow,
the ratings are in and Arnold Schwarzenegger got
‘swamped’ (or destroyed) by comparison to the rat-
ings machine, DJT,” Trump wrote on Twitter, his main
conduit for communicating. “But who cares, he sup-
ported Kasich & Hillary,” he added in a second tweet,
referring to a former rival in the Republican primaries
and to Hillary Clinton, whom he defeated in the
November election.

The ratings plunge - 21 percent compared to the
first episode of the 14th season of the show, Trump’s
last - was not news until Trump decided it should be.
And in blasting Schwarzenegger along the way, Trump
effectively attacked a show in which he himself is still
executive producer, at the risk of sapping revenue of
which he is a beneficiary.

The Republican billionaire has attacked the New
York Times and Vanity Fair magazine, arguing wrongly
that their circulations were down. He has also fired
away, among others, at the comedy show “Saturday
Night Live”, in which actor Alec Baldwin lampoons him,
and CNN. The list goes on. Trump seems tireless.
“People said that after he got elected he would act
more presidential,  that he would change as he
assumes the role of the office,” said Daniel Kreiss, asso-
ciate professor at the University of North Carolina
School of Media and Journalism. “And yet here we are
months into the transition and Trump hasn’t changed
one bit,” Kreiss added. “I have no reason to suspect that
it will change.”

His sawed-off-shotgun approach to expressing his
opinion may have a downside in what Americans think
of Trump, said David Lewis, a professor of political sci-
ence at Vanderbilt University. “The fact that the presi-
dent-elect gives opinions about subjects that have very
little to do with politics, that can affect their opinions of
him,” Lewis argued. “I think there’s a real danger here of
him sort of being overexposed in ways that get fatiguing
and make people less receptive to his approach domesti-
cally,” he added. Politicians generally are very careful
about how and how often they say things publicly so as
to protect the impact of their message, Lewis said.

Personal 
Before Trump, Barack Obama was without a doubt

the first president of the social media area. Since 2007
he has tweeted more than 15,000 times - an average of
more than four a day. But Obama has a team of profes-
sionals do this, and it is rare for him to tweet himself,
said Kreiss. What is more, Trump’s tone in his tweets
could not be more different from Obama’s. It is often
aggressive, angry and personal.

Exclamation points and capital letters abound. His
acidic wording regularly goes far, far beyond what is
traditional for US politicians. Trump regularly dismisses
the US media as being “dishonest”. Just this week he
derided the Senate’s top Democrat, Chuck Schumer, as
a “clown”. This came just weeks after he praised
Schumer as being “much smarter” than his predecessor,
Harry Reid. Trump complained of fraud before and after
the election, when there was no evidence of this.

“It just doesn’t seem in his nature to really think
harder what it is he’s putting out there and why,” said
Kreiss. He said you can see this also in Trump’s seeming-
ly cavalier approach toward possible conflicts of inter-
est between his business empire and his job as presi-
dent. “In nearly every single measure, Trump is under-
mining democratic norms and democratic institutions
here in the United States,” said Kreiss.

For this reason, he said, some of Trump’s tweets are
more worrisome than the ones that have zero to do
with being president. Trump’s filter-free way of speak-
ing, especially on social media, was popular with voters
but there is a lot more at stake when the whole world is
listening, as will be the case from now on. “The risks of
loose talk are particularly high in foreign policy and the
president-elect doesn’t seem to mind taking those
risks,” said Lewis. — AFP 

Assange: Bold publisher or Russian dupe?

With President-elect Donald Trump demanding
more ships, the Navy is proposing the biggest
shipbuilding boom since the end of the Cold War

to meet threats from a resurgent Russia and saber-rattling
China. The Navy’s 355-ship proposal released last month is
even larger than what the Republican Trump had promot-
ed on the campaign trail, providing a potential boost to
shipyards that have struggled because budget caps that
have limited money funding for ships.

At Maine’s Bath Iron Works, workers worried about the
future want to build more ships but wonder where the bil-
lions of dollars will come from. “Whether Congress and the
government can actually fund it, is a whole other ball
game,” said Rich Nolan, president of the shipyard’s largest
union. Boosting shipbuilding to meet the Navy’s 355-ship
goal could require an additional $5 billion to $5.5 billion in
annual spending in the Navy’s 30-year projection, accord-
ing to an estimate by naval analyst Ronald O’Rourke at the
Congressional Research Service.

The Navy’s revised Force Structure Assessment calls for
adding another 47 ships including an aircraft carrier built
in Virginia, 16 large surface warships built in Maine and
Mississippi,  and 18 attack submarines built  in
Connecticut, Rhode Island and Virginia. It also calls for
more amphibious assault ships, expeditionary transfer
docks and support ships.

In addition to being good for national security, a larger
fleet would be better for both the sailors, who’d enjoy
shorter deployments, and for the ships, which would have
more down time for maintenance, said Matthew Paxton,
president of the Shipbuilders Council of America, which
represents most of the major Navy shipbuilders. “Russia
and China are going to continue to build up their navies,”
he said. “The complexities aren’t going to get any easier.
The Navy, more than any of the services, is our forward
presence. We’re going to need this Navy.”

Many defense analysts agree that military capabilities
have been degraded in recent years, especially when it
comes to warships, aircraft and tanks. The key is finding a
way to increase Navy shipbuilding to achieve defense and
economic gains “in a fiscally responsible way that does not
pass the bill along to our children,” said independent Sen
Angus King of Maine, a member of the Armed Services
Committee. Even when Trump takes office, no one envi-
sions a return to the heady days during the Cold War when

workers were wiring, welding, grinding, pounding and
plumbing ships at a furious pace to meet President Ronald
Reagan’s audacious goal of a 600-ship Navy. The Navy cur-
rently has 274 deployable battle force ships, far short of its
old goal of 308 ships. Lawrence J Korb, a retired naval offi-
cer and former assistant defense secretary under Reagan,
said the Navy’s request isn’t realistic unless the Trump
administration is willing to take the budget “to levels we’ve
never seen.” “You never have enough money to buy a per-
fect defense. You have to make trade-offs,” said Korb, senior
fellow at the Center for American Progress.

But investors apparently are betting on more ships.

General Dynamics, which owns Bath Iron Works,
Connecticut-based Electric Boat and California-based NASS-
CO, and Huntington Ingalls, which owns major shipyards in
Virginia and in Mississippi, have both seen stock prices creep
upward since the election. “To the generic military ship-
builder, it’s a bull market right now,” said Ronald Epstein, an
analyst at Bank of America’s Merrill Lynch division.

In Bath, the 6,000 shipbuilders aren’t going to count
their eggs before they hatch. “A lot of people are hopeful
that it’ll happen,” Nolan said. “But they’re taking a wait-and-
see approach. They’ve heard it before and then seen it not
come to fruition.” — AP 

Navy, Trump eye biggest fleet expansion 

In this Jan 3, 2017 photo, a shipyard worker walks to his car at the end of the workday at Bath Iron Works in Bath,
Maine. — AP 



SYDNEY: Australia paceman Josh Hazlewood will be rested for Friday’s
one-day international series opener against Pakistan at Brisbane to man-
age the fast bowler’s workload, coach Darren Lehmann said yesterday.  The
26-year-old Hazlewood and pace spearhead Mitchell Starc played all six
tests in the home summer and were expected to be rested for some of the
matches in the five-match series ahead of a four-test
tour of India starting next month.  “He’s not injured
but we have decided to give him a week to fresh-
en up at home and he will link up with the ODI
squad in Melbourne ahead of the second match
of the series,” Lehmann said in a statement.
“Although, if one of our other fast bowlers picks
up an injury in the run-up to Friday’s first game at
the Gabba then he could be called up to slot in.”
Pace bowler Bil ly Stanlake, who stands 2.04
metres tall and has been in fine form in the Big
Bash League (BBL) for the Adelaide Strikers, is likely
to make his debut if Australia opt to play three pace-
men at the Gabba.  — Reuters
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LONDON: Marco Silva began his Hull City managerial career
with an FA Cup victory on Saturday but the Portuguese was
left hoping that their missing fans would be back to support
his bid to ensure the Tigers avoid Premier League relegation.
In a debut match for the League’s newest managers, who
both have their work cut out to save their teams from the
drop, Silva came out on top over Swansea City’s Paul Clement
with the 2-0 win, courtesy of late goals from Abel Hernandez
and Josh Tymon.  Yet even if achieving this third round win
was an ideal start for Silva, the sight of a sparsely populated
Hull City Stadium with many fans having boycotted the game
in continuing protest against the club’s owners certainly was
not.  An official attendance of only 6,608 was recorded with
only a couple of hundred fans from Wales also having made
the trip to watch the tie between the league’s two bottom
clubs, leaving Silva sounding disconcerted. “It’s important for
me that our fans believe in the team because we need help,”
said Silva, whose appointment in place of the sacked Mike
Phelan has not impressed supporters. — Reuters

Silva wants Hull fans 
back after winning start

LONDON: Everton manager Ronald Koeman has urged the club’s board to
recognise the extent of his rebuilding job by backing him in the transfer market
after Saturday’s FA Cup exit at home to Leicester City. Everton let slip a one-goal
lead at Goodison Park with Nigerian striker Ahmed Musa’s second-half brace
enough to condemn the Merseyside club to a 2-1 third round defeat and the

likelihood of another season without silverware. “I know what we
need to change and if everyone opens their eyes maybe we will
get further on our improvement as a team,” Koeman told British
media. “Because that’s really what we need and that’s all about
what happens this month.” Everton have been linked with
Manchester United duo Memphis Depay and Morgan Schneiderlin,
and Koeman, who will be without injured winger Yannick Bolasie
for up to a year, has made it clear to his employers where the team

needs to strengthen. “I have that in mind and the board knows
because we spoke together about what we need. That’s the

job of (director of football) Steve Walsh and it’s my job,”
the Dutchman added when asked about signing new
players in the January window. —Reuters

Koeman demands 
transfer action 

Hazlewood rested for 
opening Pakistan ODI

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait Winter Sports Club opened
the Kuwait Ice Hockey School Saturday, to
educate and train sprouts and juniors aged
four to fourteen, in the presence of lovers of
the game, in cooperation with and sponsor-
ship from the “sports for all departments,” at
the Public Authority for Sports.

Club President Fuhaid Al-Ajmi spoke fol-
lowing the opening of the school at the Ice
Skating Rink, saying that training at the
school will be three days a week under the
supervision of international trainers from
Serbia who are specialized in this young age
group. Al-Ajmi said the club aims to widen
the base of Ice Hockey players, to be a
provider of Kuwait national teams, and that

the club is now reassured about the future
of this sport in Kuwait, particularly with the
number of those who came to the school.
Al-Ajmi appreciated the significant support
of the Public Authority for Sports, which
materialized in sponsoring this school,
besides the training camps, as well as their
participation in foreign tournaments. He
said the club plans to hold a camp for school

students in the Czech Republic to polish
their skills and prepare them for upcoming
championships.

Meanwhile Director of the Sports for all
Departments at PAS Hamid Al-Hazim said
PAS under the leadership of Director General
Sheikh Ahmad Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah,
and his Deputy Sports Affairs Dr Humoud
Fulaiteh, is keen to support Kuwaiti athletes

in various sports, specially specialized clubs
which are characterized by being highly
organized.

Al-Hazim commended the large number
of those who enrolled in the school and
showed great potential, and hoped the club
succeeds in discovering talents in the sport
which is now making notable achievements
at the regional and continental levels.

Kuwait Winter Sports Club opens ice hockey school for students

MARIBOR: Not even a broken gate rolling
down the course could stop Olympic
slalom champion Mikaela Shiffrin from
returning to the top of the podium in her
favorite discipline. The American won a
women’s World Cup race yesterday, five
days after she had failed to finish a slalom
run for the first time in four years.

In light snowfall, the American was lead-
ing the field by 0.19 seconds when a gate
that she had just passed correctly broke
and flew down the hill. Shiffrin skied over it
but managed to stay on the course.

She fell 0.09 off the lead due to the inci-
dent, but accelerated in the bottom section
to take the win, 0.19 seconds ahead of
Wendy Holdener of Switzerland. Frida
Hansdotter of Sweden came 0.31 behind in
third. “I skied over it a couple of times. It
just kept coming at me,” Shiffrin said. “The
gate was very solidly under my skis for a
couple of turns. I felt it but it was OK. I was
happy that I didn’t totally lose my ski and
fall over.” It was the American’s 27th career
win, which puts her level with Phil Mahre in
third place among American skiers with
most World Cup wins, behind Bode Miller
(33) and Lindsey Vonn (76). She also
equaled Swedish standout Ingemar
Stenmark’s feat of 27 victories before turn-
ing 22. Only Annemarie Moser-Proell of
Austria had more wins (41) at that age.

Shiffrin had her seven-race winning
streak come to an end in Tuesday’s race in
Zagreb, where she straddled a gate early in
her first run.

“It ’s always important to be able to
change the mindset after something like in
Zagreb,” she said. “It’s really easy to get wor-
ried about straddling, and then do it again,
and again, and again. And then it becomes
like a snowball effect and you can’t get out
of it.” Shiffrin seemed free of doubts when
she took the lead in the opening leg
Sunday. In a clean run on the Radvanje
course, she was 0.23 ahead of the competi-
tion at the final split time, but lost a few
hundredths on the bottom section.

The two-time world champion held a
0.17-second lead over Holdener, with
Hansdotter of Sweden 0.38 back in third.
The top three held their positions in the
final run. Veronika Velez Zuzulova, who
won the race where Shiffrin went out, led
the American by 0.08 seconds at the sec-
ond split time of her first run before the
Slovak straddled a gate and did not finish.

Velez Zuzulova has become Shiffrin’s
main rival for this season’s slalom title, and
now trails the two-world champion by 110
points with three races remaining. Even if
beaten again by Shiffrin, her competitors
feel they are closing in on Shiffrin, who won
a slalom by more than three seconds last
season. “Mikaela is always fast,” Hansdotter

said. “But it’s fun to see the other girls are
coming closer.” Runner-up Holdener, who
missed out on becoming the first Swiss
winner of a women’s slalom in 15 years,
added “it’s good to know that she is not
that far away. Every girl has some parts to
improve, Mikaela as well. But it’s good to
know she is not one second in front or
more.” Despite winning again, Shiffrin said
she was not completely satisfied with her
racing this season. “I have not been skiing
in the races like I can ski, not even close,”
she said. “And it’s a bit disappointing, actu-
ally, even to come down and win. Right
now, I am not happy with just winning, I
want to ski well.”

In one of her rare slalom starts, defend-

ing overall champion Lara Gut finished 4.27
behind Shiffrin and failed to qualify for the
second run. The Swiss skier was preparing
for a combined event next week, which
includes a slalom run.

Shiffrin leads Gut by 305 points in the
overall standings, but the American said
the situation was likely to change with a lot
of speed races coming up before next
month’s world championships. “There is
four speed series coming so I expect that
the lead will disappear quick,” she said.

The women’s World Cup travels to
Austria for a night slalom in Flachau on
Tuesday, followed by a downhill and a com-
bined event in Altenmarkt-Zauchensee at
the weekend. — AP

ADELBODEN: Norway’s Henrik Kristoffersen, reign-
ing world champion in the discipline, won yester-
day’s slalom at Adelboden, pushing Italian Manfred
Moelgg into second spot.

Kristoffersen won both legs to win in 1min
54.87sec — 1.83sec clear of Moelgg and 2.19sec
ahead of Austrian rival Marcel Hirscher.

The Norwegian also won on the difficult course
last year, when he beat out Hirscher and Russia’s
Alexander Khoroshilov, who was fifth Sunday behind
Germany’s Felix Neureuther.

Kristoffersen enjoyed relatively mild race condi-
tions which began to deteriorate thereafter, hitting
the hopes of rivals including Hirscher as the fog
descended to leave the latter with 1.6sec to make up
on the second run.

The challenge proved too much, as it did for
Frenchman Alexis Pinturault, winner of Saturday’s
giant slalom. Several competitors skied out in the
opening run, including Italian Stefano Gross, winner
in 2015 in Adelboden, Switzerland. —AFP

Kristoffersen wins
Adelboden slalom

ABELBODEN: Norway’s Henrik Kristoffersen, the
winner, celebrates on podium after an alpine ski,
men’s World Cup slalom in Adelboden, Switzerland,
yesterday. — AP

Shiffrin wins World Cup slalom 
despite skiing over broken gate

MARIBOR: From left, Switzerland’s Wendy Holdener, second placed, Mikaela Shiffrin, the winner, of the United States, and
Sweden’s Frida Hansdotter, third placed, celebrate on podium after an alpine ski, women’s World Cup slalom in Maribor,
Slovenia, yesterday. — AP
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PARIS:  La Rochelle snatched pole posi-
tion in the French Top 14 on Saturday
with a bruising 22-8 win over an indisci-
plined Castres who gave up 20 penalties
and finished the night a man short.

Victory allowed La Rochelle to move
four points clear of Clermont who face
Toulon later. After Brock James and
Benjamin Urdapilleta had exchanged
early penalties, it was Castres who
scored the first try on a bitterly cold
night. South Africa hooker Jody

Jenneker barrelled over from short
range for an 8-3 lead but Urdapilleta
missed the extras. Zack Holmes cut the
deficit for La Rochelle with a penalty as
his team trailed 8-6 at the break.

Castres finished the opening period
with Uruguayan skipper Rodrigo Capo
Ortega in the sin bin for a dangerous
tackle. No sooner had he returned early
in the second half than scrum-half Rory
Kockott was also yellow-carded for a
similar offence.

Holmes kicked La Rochelle ahead and
they never looked back with All Blacks
World Cup winning flanker Victor Vito
scoring a try after being set-up by veter-
an Springboks scrum-half Ricky Januarie.

Holmes slotted over the conversion
for 16-8 before adding two further
penalties for a comfortable win. Castres
played the last 10 minutes a man short
once again when replacement prop
Yohan Montes was red-carded for
appearing to aim a head butt at

Mohammed Boughanmi who was yel-
low carded for his role in the affray.

Montes had only been on the field for
five minutes before he was sent packing.
Earlier Saturday, Brive pushed Grenoble
closer to relegation with a 23-22 win
with the Top 14’s top scorer Gaetan
Germain kicking 18 of his side’s points.

The match between Pau and Lyon,
meanwhile, was postponed due to an
icy pitch. On Friday, Montpellier scored
three tries through Fijian winger Nemani

Nadolo, centre Vincent Martin and for-
mer Australian rugby league star Joe
Tomane in a 31-26 win against faltering
Bordeaux.

The win allowed Jake White’s third-
placed team to bury the shock 32-27 loss
at Pau last week while Bordeaux have
now lost for games in succession.

The only consolation for Bordeaux
was Simon Hickey’s last-gasp penalty
allowing them to claim a defensive
bonus point.—AFP

La Rochelle win bruising clash to go top in France

MOUNT MAUNGANUI: New Zealand players celebrate winning the series after the 20/20 International cricket match between New Zealand and
Bangladesh at Bay Oval in Mount Maunganui yesterday. — AFP

MOUNT MAUNGANUI: Corey Anderson
bludgeoned 94 off just 41 balls as New
Zealand beat Bangladesh by 27 runs in the
third Twenty20 at Bay Oval yesterday to
sweep the series.  Anderson, who put on 124
runs for the fourth wicket with Kane
Williamson (60), hit a New Zealand record 10
sixes in his batting blitz as New Zealand post-
ed 194 for four.

Bangladesh in reply made 167 for six in
their 20 overs.  Tamim Iqbal and Soumya
Sarkar launched Bangladesh’s reply by reach-
ing 44 in the fifth over when Tamim was dis-
missed for 24.  Bangladesh were 89 for two
after 10 overs, but with Soumya having fallen
for 42, they could not sustain the run rate.

The tourists still had an outside chance of
reaching their target at 120 for three after 14
overs when spinner Ish Sodhi produced a cru-
cially tight over in which he took one for
three, blowing out the required run rate to an
improbable 14.44 per over.

New Zealand captain Williamson said the
blustery conditions meant the win was not as
easy as it appeared on the scoreboard.

POWER AND COREY 
“Corey’s knock was outstanding. It wasn’t

easy at times-you had to adjust to the wind
but I don’t think the wind mattered to Corey,”
he said.  “He hit it to parts and hit it a long
way and it was a good knock that set us up
for victory.”

New Zealand, sent into bat, were on the
back foot early, slumping from 34 for nought
to 41 for three in the space of 11 deliveries.
That brought Anderson and Williamson
together and after taking a few overs to settle
in, with only 55 on the board at the halfway
stage, they let fly in the second half of the
innings which produced 139 runs.  They also
set a New Zealand fourth-wicket partnership
record of 124, one more than the previous
mark set by Colin Munro and Tom Bruce in the
second game two days ago. 

The big-hitting Anderson only faced 41
deliveries for the highest knock of his career
while Williamson faced 57 balls for his seventh
Twenty20 half-century. 

Bangladesh captain Mashrafe Mortaza,
who had the misfortune to see Williamson
dropped off his bowling on 53 and 58, was
unable to complete his fourth over because of
injury, compounding his team’s problems.
Regular opener Imrul Kayes was also injured
in the field. He dropped down the order dur-
ing the Bangladesh innings and was not
required to bat.  Rubel Hossain was the pick of
the Bangladesh bowlers with three for 31,
including two wickets in one over when he
removed Jimmy Neesham (15) and Munro, a
century-maker two days ago, without scoring. 

Sodhi took two for 22 and Trent Boult two
for 48 for New Zealand. The defeat left
Bangladesh winless after three 50-over
matches and three Twenty20s, with two Tests
remaining on their tour. — AFP

Anderson powers New
Zealand to T20 sweep

New Zealand 
K. Williamson b Rubel Hossain 60 
J. Neesham lbw Rubel Hossain 15 
C. Munro c Soumya Sarkar b Rubel Hossain 0
T. Bruce c Imrul Kayes b Mosaddek Hossain 5 
C. Anderson not out 94
C. de Grandhomme not out 4
Extras (lb14, w2) 16
Total (4 wkts, 20 overs) 194 
Fall of wickets: 1-34 (Neesham), 2-36 (Munro), 3-41
(Bruce), 4-165 (Williamson) 
Did not bat: M. Santner, T. Blundell, B. Wheeler, I. Sodhi,
T. Boult
Bowling: Mashrafe 3.2-0-42-0, Taskin 4-0-37-0 (2w),
Rubel 4-0-31-3, Shakib 4-0-22-0, Mosaddek 3.4-0-27-1,
Soumya 1-0-21-0
Bangladesh 
Tamim Iqbal c de Grandhomme b Boult 24

Soumya Sarkar c&b Sodhi 42 
Sabbir Rahman b Williamson 18 
Shakib Al Hasan c Anderson b Boult 41
Mahmudullah b Sodhi 18
Mosaddek Hossain c de Grandhomme b Santner 12
Nurul Hasan not out 7
Rubel Hossain not out 1
Extras (lb1, w3) 4
Total (six wickets; 20 overs) 167 
Fall of wickets: 1-44 (Tamim), 2-82 (Soumya), 3-97
(Sabbir), 4-122 (Mahmudullah), 5-150 (Mosaddek), 6-161
(Shakib).
Did not bat: Imrul Kayes, Mashrafe Mortaza, Taskin
Ahmed 
Bowling: Santner 4-0-37-1 (2w), Wheeler 4-0-29-0, Boult
4-0-48-2, Neesham 1-0-17-0, Sodhi 4-0-22-2 (1w), de
Grandhomme 1-0-4-0, Williamson 2-0-9-1.
Result: New Zealand won by 27 runs.

SCOREBOARD
MOUNT MAUNGANUI: Scoreboard in the third Twenty20 international between New Zealand and Bangladesh at
Bay Oval in Mount Maunganui yesterday. 

MOUNT MAUNGANUI: Rubel Hossain (L) and Nurul Hasan (R) of Bangladesh celebrate the
wicket of New Zealand’s James Neesham during the 20/20 International cricket match
between New Zealand and Bangladesh at Bay Oval in Mount Maunganui yesterday. — AFP 

WASHINGTON:  Russell Wilson tossed two
touchdown passes to power Seattle over
Detroit 26-6 while Brock Osweiler threw for
one touchdown and ran for another as
Houston beat Oakland 27-14 in Saturday’s
NFL playoff openers.

The Seahawks stretched their playoff
win streak in Seattle to 10 games, third-
best in NFL history, and booked a second-
round National Conference matchup next
Saturday in Atlanta.

“We’re expecting a fight,” said Seattle
linebacker Bobby Wagner. They are rested.
They are going to be hungry. But we’re
hungry too. We’re going to come out and
give them everything we’ve got.”

The Lions suffered their NFL record
ninth consecutive playoff defeat.  Detroit
has not won a playoff game in 25 seasons
and has not won a road playoff game or an
NFL title since 1957.

“We were just locked in,” Wagner said.
“We knew we were going to play well.”
Houston advanced to a second-round
American Conference matchup next week-
end at either New England or Kansas City.

“Overall, it was probably our best game
of the year,” Texans coach Bill O’Brien said.
“I ’m really proud of these players.”
Houston’s fate depends upon the outcome
of a later match between Pittsburgh-Miami
playoff game.

“I don’t care who we play. We are going
to play at a high level,” Texans defensive
star Jadeveon Clowney said. “We are just
going to keep fighting.” The Green Bay
Packers, entering the playoffs on a six-
game win streak, host the New York Giants
in Sunday’s other playoff game, with the
winner to visit Dallas a week later in the
second-round.

‘HARD-NOSED FOOTBALL’ 
At Seattle, Thomas Rawls carried 27

times for a team playoff record 161 rushing
yards and a touchdown.

“I’m feeling so good. We worked so hard
to get to this point,” Rawls said.  “It moti-
vates us, playing tough hard-nosed
Seahawks football. That’s what we did.”

The Seahawks, who have not lost a
home playoff game since January 2005,
opened the scoring on Wilson’s 2-yard
touchdown pass to Paul Richardson.
Richardson made a one-handed touch-
down reception while grabbing a defend-

er’s face mask, but did not draw a penalty
flag.  Seattle’s Steven Hauschka kicked a 43-
yard field goal and Detroit’s Matt Prater
answered from 51 yards late in the second
quarter to leave the Seahawks ahead 10-3
at half-time. Prater added a 53-yard field
goal for the Lions but Hauschka answered
from 27 yards early in the fourth quarter to
give Seattle a 13-6 edge.  On their next pos-
session, the Seahawks drove 82 yards in
eight plays capped by Rawls’ 4-yard touch-
down run, although Hauschka’s missed
conversion kick left Seattle ahead by only
19-6. Wilson lofted a final 13-yard touch-
down pass to Doug Baldwin with 4:12
remaining to seal Detroit’s fate.

‘AN ULTIMATE TEAM VICTORY’ 
The Texans, 19-0 over three seasons

when leading at half-time and 6-0 in this
campaign, could become the first team to
play a Super Bowl in their own home stadi-
um. “This was truly an ultimate team victo-
ry, and I’m very proud of this football team,”
Osweiler said. “It means a lot.”

The Raiders, in their first playoff game
since the 2002 season, struggled behind
rookie Connor Cook, who became the first
quarterback to make his first NFL start in a
playoff game after injuries to Derek Carr
and Matt McGloin.  The Texans, who hadn’t
won a playoff game in four years, had the
fewest total season points of any playoff
team since 2005, but their top-rated defen-
sive unit was good enough to put them in
the post-season.  Houston’s Nick Novak
kicked a 50-yard field goal to open the
scoring and Clowney picked off a Cook
pass to set up a 4-yard touchdown run by
Lamar Miller.  “He has really stepped up and
made a bunch of big plays for us,” O’Brien
said of Clowney. It has to continue.”

Oakland answered on a 2-yard touch-
down run by Latavius Murray but Novak’s
38-yard field goal put Houston ahead 13-7.

Osweiler hit DeAndre Hopkins with a 2-
yard touchdown pass with 80 seconds
remaining in the second quarter to give the
Texans a 20-7 half-time lead, then added a
1-yard touchdown run.

While the Raiders answered on Cook’s 8-
yard touchdown pass, interceptions by
Houston’s Corey Moore and A.J. Bouye
snuffed out Oakland’s final hope. “I’m proud
of our guys,” Raiders coach Jack Del Rio
said. “We have a bright future.” —AFP

Seahawks, Texans advance 
in NFL playoff openers

HOUSTON: Houston Texans cornerback Johnathan Joseph (24) breaks up a pass
intended for Oakland Raiders wide receiver Amari Cooper (89) during the first half of
an AFC Wild Card NFL game Saturday, in Houston. — AP 

Rising star Thomas leads 
Tournament of Champions

LOS ANGELES: Justin Thomas is doing his
best to avoid a repeat of his lacklustre start
to 2016, shooting a six-under 67 Saturday
to seize sole possession of the lead at the
USPGA Tournament of Champions.

Thomas was at 18-under 201 after firing
his third straight 67 heading into today’s
final round at the Plantation Course in
Kapalua, Hawaii. The 23-year-old American
had a two-shot lead over the hottest player
in the game, Japan’s Hideki Matsuyama
(66), who is seeking his fifth win in his last
six tournaments worldwide.

Asked what it is going to take to win,
Thomas said, “I am not sure. That is the
thing, you don’t know what everyone else
is going to do. “So saying that, I just need to
go out and keep doing what I am doing.”

Second round co-leader Ryan Moore
was tied for third at 14-under with fellow
Americans Jimmy Walker and William
McGirt. World number one Jason Day of
Australia has his work cut out for him as the
Australian was tied for 13th at 10-under fol-
lowing a three-under 70.

After getting off to a flat start last sea-
son, when he missed the cut at the Sony
Open in Waialae, Hawaii, and the Career
Builder Challenge in La Quinta, California,
Thomas was mindful of being ready for
2017. “I am just looking for a chance to win,”
he said. “That is why we enter each tourna-
ment, or at least why I do. It is nice to be

able to put yourself in an opportunity in
the first event of the year.”

A rising star on the Tour, he posted six
other top-10 finishes last season.  He’s got
two USPGA titles to his credit, successfully
defending his CIMB Classic title in Malaysia
in October as the tour’s 2016-17 season
was getting underway.

In Saturday’s third round, Thomas fash-
ioned a string of three straight birdies
beginning at the par-four third hole. He
added an eagle on the par-four 14th and
punctuated the round with a birdie at 18.

His only stumble came when he made
bogey at the seventh. “I am not disappoint-
ed but I left a lot our there,” Thomas said.
“That is always a good thing because I can
just go work on it and improve.”

Matsuyama, who briefly held the lead in
the second round, birdied all four par-fives
on Saturday. His eight total birdies included
five in a seven-hole stretch starting at the
par-five ninth.

“Hideki is the hottest golfer in the world
right now. I am glad he had some time off
or I wouldn’t like my chances going into
tomorrow. But he is playing great so it is
going to be a great test,” said Thomas.

Defending champion Jordan Spieth, still
fine tuning his game to start the year, fired
a three-under 70 in a round that included a
double bogey and an eagle on the front
nine.—AFP
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CHENNAI: World number 14 Roberto
Bautista Agut outclassed the aggressive
Daniil  Medvedev 6-3 6-4 to win the
Chennai Open title yesterday.

“I cannot be more happy than now. I

played a great tournament,” Bautista Agut,
who won his fifth ATP tour title, said during
the presentation ceremony. “I know it is
very difficult to be a top-10 player but my
goal is to be a better player every day.”

The second-seeded Spaniard, who was
happy to play out long rallies in order to
win points, oozed confidence as he com-
fortably held serve.

He needed to break the 20-year-old
Medvedev only once to clinch the opening
set. The second set was a much more even
contest with Medvedev threatening to turn
the tide after edging out a thrilling 30-shot
rally as Bautista Agut, a Chennai finalist in
2013, struggled to break the Russian’s serv-
ice. Bautista Agut, however, finally broke
Medvedev shortly after the big-serving
Russian received on-court treatment for a
suspected hamstring problem, and
wrapped up the match in an hour and 10
minutes.

“I just had some soreness on my muscles
(today). You’re never happy unless you have
won a tournament but I am really happy I
made it to the final,” said world number 99
Medvedev, who was playing in his first ATP
tour final.

“If someone asked me before the tour-
nament ‘Will I be happy reaching the final?’,
I would said yes.” —Reuters

SUNRISE: Goaltender James Reimer #34 looks towards the blue line as Michael Matheson #19 of the Florida Panthers checks Patrice Bergeron
#37 of the Boston Bruins in front of the net at the BB&T Center on Saturday in Sunrise, Florida. The Bruins defeated the Panthers 4-0. — AFP

PHILADELPHIA: Jakub Voracek set up his
team’s first two goals, and the Philadelphia
Flyers kept the pedal to the metal from there
en route to a 4-2 win over the Tampa Bay
Lightning, snapping a five-game losing streak.
Rookie Travis Konecny, who has been mired in
a prolonged slump, scored just his second
goal in the past 23 games to start a barrage of
four goals in the second period for the Flyers
(21-15-5), sending Tampa Bay to a third
straight defeat.

BRUINS 4, PANTHERS 0
Brad Marchand scored twice and Tuukka

Rask stopped 25 shots as Boston improved
to 4-0-0 versus the Panthers this season- all
with Rask in goal. Backes, just off the injured
list, scored his first goal since Dec. 27. He has
three goals in three games against Florida
this season.

KINGS 4, WILD 3 (OT)
Tanner Pearson scored 3:32 into overtime

and Jeff Carter registered a goal and two
assists as the Kings recorded a 4-3 victory over
the Minnesota Wild. Pearson scored his 11th
goal of the season and raised the Kings’
record to 8-1 in the extra session. Minnesota
(24-9-5) lost for the second time in three con-
tests following a franchise-record 12 game
winning streak.

SABRES 4, JETS 3
Brian Gionta scored midway through the

third period to give the Buffalo Sabres to a
4-3 comeback win over the Winnipeg Jets.
Gionta’s goal capped a three-goal burst by
the Sabres in the third after a sluggish start
to the game.

RANGERS 5, BLUE JACKETS 4
Michael Grabner scored on a breakaway

with 17 seconds remaining for his second
goal of the game as the New York Rangers
rallied from a two-goal third-period deficit
to defeat the Columbus Blue Jackets 5-4.
Columbus defenseman Seth Jones fanned
on a pass at the New York blueline and the
speedy Grabner pounced, lifting a back-
hand shot high over sprawling goaltender
Curtis McElhinney.  Grabner has a team-
leading 18 goals.

CANADIENS 5, MAPLE LEAFS 3
Max Pacioretty, Artturi Lehkonen, Nikita

Scherbak, Alexander Radulov and Michael
McCarron scored as Montreal made it 3-for-3
over Toronto this season. Shea Weber and Jeff
Petry added two assists each for the
Canadiens, who extended their winning
streak to three games.  Carey Price stopped 33
shots in the Montreal net.

CAPITALS 1, SENATORS 0
T.J. Oshie scored early in the first period

and was in the dressing room for the third as
Washington won its fifth straight. Oshie took a
hard hit on his left shoulder from the Senators’
Dion Phaneuf but returned before the period
was over.  He did not, however, come out for
the third period.

SHARKS 6, RED WINGS 3
Captain Joe Pavelski scored two goals to

lead a San Jose offense that was the last team
in the league this season to produce five goals
in a game as the Sharks snapped a three-
game losing streak. Twelve different San Jose
players recorded points with five skaters
enjoying two-point nights.

BLUES 4, STARS 3
Patrik Berglund scored with 1:54 left in the

third period to snap a tie and lift St Louis to
victory. Berglund redirected a shot by Kevin
Shattenkirk past goalie Antti Niemi for the
final goal. Paul Stastny collected two goals
and an assist, Vladimir Tarasenko scored his
20th goal and Carter Hutton had 25 saves for

the Blues, who improved to 12-5-2 in games
following a loss this season.

FLAMES 3, CANUCKS 1
Goals by Alex Chiasson and Matt Stajan

just over a minute apart in the first period
sparked Calgary to a victory that stopped
Vancouver’s six-game win streak.  Michael
Frolik got an insurance goal for the Flames on
a breakaway late in the third period. Chiasson
and Stajan scored within 1:03 of each other
and Calgary got a strong effort in goal from
Chad Johnson, who made 27 stops.

OILERS 2, DEVILS 1 (OT)
Mark Letestu’s power-play goal 3:59 into

overtime lifted Edmonton. Letestu’s score
came on a booming left-wing slap shot with
New Jersey’s Travis Zajac sitting in the penalty
box after slashing the Oilers’ Connor McDavid.

COYOTES 2, ISLANDERS 1 (SO)
Brendan Perlini scored the game-tying

goal with 5:55 remaining and Anthony Duclair
and Radim Vrbata scored in the shootout as
Arizona ended a season-high nine-game los-
ing streak one short of the franchise record.
The Coyotes had not won since Dec. 15 in
Toronto. Arizona backup Louis Domingue
made 27 saves, including six in overtime to
win for the first time since Nov. 8 against
Colorado.—Reuters

Flyers snap 5-game losing streak 

with 4-2 win over Tampa Bay

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS
Chicago 25 12 5 115 102 55
Minnesota 24 9 5 121 84 53
St. Louis 21 14 5 114 118 47
Nashville 17 15 7 110 105 41
Winnipeg 19 20 3 116 126 41
Dallas 16 16 8 103 121 40
Colorado 13 25 1 79 130 27

Pacific Division
San Jose 24 14 2 105 90 50
Anaheim 21 12 8 112 111 50
Edmonton 21 13 7 117 108 49
Calgary 22 18 2 114 117 46
Los Angeles 20 16 4 98 99 44
Vancouver 20 19 3 105 121 43
Arizona 12 22 6 86 128 30

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Montreal 25 9 6 124 93 56

Boston 21 17 4 102 101 46
Ottawa 20 14 4 94 99 44
Toronto 18 13 8 120 116 44
Tampa Bay 19 18 4 116 121 42
Florida 17 16 8 95 113 42
Buffalo 15 15 9 89 109 39
Detroit 17 18 5 100 115 39

Metropolitan Division
Columbus 27 7 4 130 84 58
NY Rangers 28 13 1 146 107 57
Pittsburgh 25 8 5 133 107 55
Washington 25 9 5 111 83 55
Philadelphia 21 15 5 122 127 47
Carolina 17 15 7 100 105 41
New Jersey 16 17 8 95 121 40
NY Islanders 15 15 8 106 117 38
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the
standings and are not included in the loss column (L) 

NHL results/standings
San Jose 6, Detroit 3; Calgary 3, Vancouver 1; Arizona 2, NY Islanders 1 (SO); St. Louis 4, Dallas 3; Montreal 5, Toronto
3; Washington 1, Ottawa 0; Boston 4, Florida 0; Edmonton 2, New Jersey 1 (OT); NY Rangers 5, Columbus 4; Los
Angeles 4, Minnesota 3 (OT); Buffalo 4, Winnipeg 3; Philadelphia 4, Tampa Bay 2.

Bautista stifles aggressive

Medvedev to win Chennai Open

CHENNAI: Roberto Bautista Agut of Spain
holds the trophy after beating Daniil
Medvedev of Russia in the final men’s sin-
gles match at Chennai Open Tennis
Championship in Chennai yesterday. —AFP

DOHA: Andy Murray dismissed the idea
that his defeat by arch-rival Novak Djokovic
in the Qatar Open will have any impact on
his attempts to win the Australian Open for
the first time.  The world number one lost
6-3, 5-7, 6-4 to the Serb in an early season
classic, the Briton’s first defeat in 29 com-
petitive matches.  But Murray said it would
mean little when he soon begins his latest
attempt to win in Melbourne where he has
agonisingly lost five finals.  “I still think I
have a chance of winning the Australian
Open after tonight,” he said after the defeat
in Doha.

“I don’t think that changes. It’s disap-
pointing to lose for sure. I have a chance to
win the Australian Open still.” Murray lost
Melbourne finals in 2010, 2011, 2013, 2015
and 2016, four of those to Djokovic.

Despite defeat in Doha, Murray said he
had gained plenty from the week-long
tournament. “I think physically it was a
good test to start the year, and I did good
here,” he said. “My body feels all right just
now, so that’s positive.  “Still think there are
things I can do better. You know, I wasn’t
that clinical on break points this week,
which maybe that comes with playing a

few more matches.”
Djokovic, who has won the Australian

Open five times in the last six years, said
Doha had provided perfect preparation for
Melbourne.  “Best scenario I could ask for
beginning of the season,” he told reporters.
“Playing five matches in this tournament
and then three hours against the number
one of the world, biggest rival, and winning
in a thrilling marathon match is something
that definitely can serve as a positive incen-
tive for what’s coming up in Australia.”

The world number two also said that he
expects further battles with Murray, possi-
bly in the final in Melbourne.

“I hope we are going to play against
each other. We make each other work hard
and improve and continuously work on our
games and ourselves. We strive to get bet-
ter, both of us.”

With six titles already, if Djokovic man-
ages to win again in Melbourne this year he
will go down in history as the player who
has won the most Australian Opens.

A seventh victory would pull him one
clear of Roy Emerson, who also won six
titles but in the amateur era. The Australian
Open begins on January 16. — AFP

Beaten Murray upbeat about 

Australian Open chances

SYDNEY: Svetlana Kuznetsova opened the
defence of her Sydney International title
with a comfortable 6-1 6-4 victory over
Irina-Camelia Begu yesterday as the
Australian Open warm-up event suffered a
pair of big-name withdrawals.  The Russian
fifth seed started strongly by winning 10 of
the first 11 games and after her Romanian
opponent rallied in the second set to tie it
up at 4-4, Kuznetsova broke again in the
ninth game and served out the victory in
77 minutes.  “I started the year quite good
with the feeling,” the 31-year-old double
grand slam winner told reporters.
“Sometimes the results don’t go together
with whatever you feel. But I feel very good
for the start of the year, and for me it’s a
very nice feeling.

“I never thought of defending my title or
something like that. It’s just another tour-
nament-the title I have at home and no-
one will take it away from me. This is anoth-
er year and another opportunity to play.”

Kuznetsova will next face the winner of
the match between local favourite Sam
Stosur and fellow Russian Anastasia
Pavlyuchenkova.

Elsewhere, Canada’s Eugenie Bouchard,
a former Wimbledon finalist, also won her
opening match with a 7-6(1) 6-2 first round
win over China’s Zhang Shuai.

However, fourth seed Karolina Pliskova,
who will climb to world number five follow-
ing her Brisbane title win on Saturday, will
not be able to aim for back-to-back victo-
ries after she pulled out of the event with a
left inner thigh injury.  The Czech was
joined on the sidelines by Ukraine’s world
number 14 Elina Svitolina, who withdrew
citing a viral illness.  “I’ve had constant
headaches for the last two days and unfor-
tunately in today’s hot weather it got even
worse when I was warming up and my
body wasn’t ready to compete,” Svitolina,
who was seeded seventh, said.

With the Australian Open tennis starting
in a week’s time in Melbourne,
Frenchwoman Alize Cornet also decided
against risking a sore back and pulled out
of the Hobart International, which she won
last year.

Cornet was the runner-up in Brisbane
after going down 6-0 6-3 to Pliskova in the
final. “I am very sad I am not being able to
play the tournament at Hobart this year,”
she said in a video message on Twitter. “It
was meaning a lot to me to come back here
and defend my title but I have to be rea-
sonable. “My back is not doing great and I
have just one week to get ready for the
Australian Open. I hope I can make it on
time.”   —  Reuters

LONDON: American Bethanie Mattek-Sands
will rise to number one in the world when
the WTA doubles rankings are released today.

Mattek-Sands sealed top spot after win-
ning her 23rd WTA doubles title in Brisbane
on Saturday with partner Sania Mirza. She
ended her Indian partner’s 91-week reign as
world number one.

“Being number one is something that you
dream of from the time you pick up a racket,”
Mattek-Sands, whose daring outfits and

knee-high socks mark her out from the
crowd, told the WTA. “You’re not given num-
ber one-you have to earn it and I feel really
proud of myself for getting there.” Mirza
added: “I feel like I’m handing over the Miss
World No 1 crown. Congratulations to her for
becoming No 1. She has had an amazing
year.” Mattek-Sands has won three grand
slam doubles titles all with Czech Lucie
Safarova-the most recent coming at last
year’s US Open. —Reuters

Kuznetsova opens Sydney 

title defence with win

SYDNEY: Eugenie Bouchard of Canada tries to keep cool during a break while playing
China’s Shuai Zhang during their women’s singles match at the Sydney International
tennis tournament in Sydney, Australia, yesterday. — AP

Sania Mirza

Mattek-Sands dethrones 

Mirza as world number one
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1- Cleveland Cavaliers (27 - 8) Last week: 1 -
The addition of Kyle Korver brings in another
scoring option and a shooter that LeBron
James can pass the ball to, and his true value
will manifest during the playoffs. The Cavs are
still looking to add another point guard before
the Feb 23 trade deadline.

2- Golden State Warriors (31 - 6) Last week:
2 - The Warriors blew a 24-point third quarter
lead and lost to the Grizzlies on Friday after
shooting 5-for-22 and scoring 21 points in the
fourth quarter and overtime. This is some-
thing the team has to address in order to
avoid similar late collapses in the postseason.

3- Houston Rockets (29 - 9) Last week: 3 -
Russell Westbrook went for 49 points com-
pared to James Hardens’ 26 on Thursday, but
the rest of the Rockets propelled their team to
victory over the Thunder. Some of that success
can be attributed to Hardens’ passing; he fin-
ished the game with 12 assists compared to
Westbrook’s five.

4- San Antonio Spurs (30 - 7) Last week: 4 -
The Spurs could easily be first in the rankings if
it was not for the stellar play of the Cavs,
Warriors and Rockets, and they certainly have
what it takes to compete with the rest of the
league’s elite. They demonstrated their offen-
sive versatility and defensive prowess in their
28-point victory over the Raptors on Tuesday.

5- Boston Celtics (23 - 14) Last week: 8 -
Riding a four-game winning streak, the Celtics
next plays against the Raptors, Wizards,
Hawks, Hornets and Knicks respectively - a
stretch of games that could help them take
over the second place in the Eastern
Conference standings.

6- Toronto Raptors (24 - 12) Last week: 5 -
Kyle Lowry’s heroics were the reason behind
the Raptors’ only two wins in their last six
games, whereas their offense was not enough
to hold off the Bulls Saturday night. Acquiring
Paul Millsap seems like a perfect solution to
address most of their problems, but it is a
tough decision considering the question
whether it is worth surrendering multiple
assets for a free-agent-to-be who could walk
away in the summer or be simply too expen-
sive to re-sign.

7- Utah Jazz (23 - 15) Last week: 6 - George
Hill returned from concussion-like symp-
toms in time to help his team narrowly beat
the Timberwolves on Saturday. Utah’s record
with Hill in the lineup is 11 - 3 and 12 - 12
without him.

8- Los Angeles Clippers (25 - 14) Last week:
11 - Chris Paul returned after missing seven of
the Clippers’ last eight games before their
match against the Kings on Friday, which end-
ed with a third-straight victory for LA. During
that game, Paul passed Rod Strickland into
10th place on the NBA’s all-time assists list and
passed Isiah Thomas for 15th place on the all-
time steals list.

9- Oklahoma City Thunder (22 - 16) Last
week: 7 - Russell Westbrook recorded his 17th
triple-double (54th overall) in Oklahoma’s win
against Denver on Saturday. He managed to
reach that mark in just 38 games this season,
compared to 18 triple-doubles he achieved in
the entirety of last season. (P.S. He enters
Monday still averaging a triple-double).

10- Memphis Grizzlies (23 - 16) Last week: 9
- Following ugly losses to the Lakers and
Clippers, an emphatic win against Golden
State prevented the Grizzlies from slipping fur-
ther down in this week’s rankings. Marc Gasol
and Zach Randolph playing together, which
has been used limitedly this season, was cru-
cial in Memphis’ victory over the Warriors.

11- Atlanta Hawks (21 - 16) Last week: 12 -
Normally a team that trades away valuable
assets would be struggling and looking to
rebuild for the future. But the Hawks, fresh off
trading Kyle Korver and still continue to
aggressively shop Paul Millsap, are on a six-
game winning streak that brought them right
back up in the East’s playoff picture after a
shaky performance earlier this season.

12- Indiana Pacers (20 - 18) Last week: 15 -
The trio of Paul George, Jeff Teague and Myles
Turner have been playing exceptionally well
as of late, fueling their team to victory in its
last five games. They hope to remain healthy
and continue their dominant performance to
keep up with the East’s tight playoff race.

13- Charlotte Hornets (20 - 18) Last week:
10 - Speaking of which, fellow playoff con-
tender Charlotte do not find themselves in the
most optimal position as they have lost four of
their last five games - three of which against
potential Eastern Conference playoff teams.
Nicolas Batum played a key role in the
Hornets’ victory over Oklahoma on
Wednesday.

14- Chicago Bulls (19 - 18) Last week: 16 -
The Bulls can thank Jimmy Butler for their
three-game winning streak entering Monday.
He scored 52, 20 and 42 points in his teams’
wins over the Hornets, Cavs and Raptors
respectively, drawing “MVP! MVP!” chants from
the home crowd on Saturday.

15- Milwaukee Bucks (18 - 17) Last week: 14
- Giannis Antetokounmpo, who continues to
lead his team in every statistical category,
added yet another element to his superstar
resume: the buzzer-beater. His game-winning
shot gave the Bucks victory over New York last
Wednesday.

16- Washington Wizards (17 - 18) Last
week: 13 - John Wall was named the Eastern
Conference Player of the Month for December,
in which he averaged 24.5 points, 10.7 assists
and 4.4 rebounds in 37.1 minutes per game.
He scored a career-high 52 points on Dec 6
against the Magic.

17- Detroit Pistons (17 - 20) Last week: 18 -
The Pistons have found some success last
week behind strong play from its bench. In
Thursday’s win over Charlotte, Tobias Harris
scored 25 points on 10-16 shooting, and
Boban Marjanovic finished with 15 points and
19 rebounds - both coming off the bench.

18- Portland Trail Blazers (16 - 22) Last
week: 21 - In the first game since Damian
Lillard returned from injury, the Blazers record-
ed a tough, come-from-behind victory over
the struggling Lakers. They rose up to seventh
in the league in defensive efficiency in the last
five games (they rank 28th overall).

19- New York Knicks (17 - 20) Last week: 17
- The Knicks lost seven of their last eight
games, allowing their opponents to score an
average of nearly 111 points while averaging
only 104 points per game during that stretch.
Carmelo Anthony’s ten assists were integral to
key his team’s only win during that stretch,
which came against the Bucks on Friday.

20- New Orleans Pelicans (14 - 24) Last
week: 20 - The Pelicans have lost three
straight games after winning four in a row fol-
lowing the decision to shift power forward
Anthony Davis to the starting center position.
Their losses came against the Cavs, Hawks and
Celtics respectively, and they hope to end
their current losing streak as they visit the
Knicks and Nets. 

21- Sacramento Kings (15 - 21) Last week:
22 - It appears that not only are the Kings,
who remain in the playoff picture for the
eighth seed in the West, are willing to keep
DeMarcus Cousins past the Feb 23 trade dead-
line, but according to reports, they also plan to
offer their star center an unprecedented
extension worth over $200 million.

22- Denver Nuggets (14 - 23) Last week: 19
- With names like Jusuf Nurkic, Danilo Gallinari,
Kenneth Faried and Wilson Chandler likely on
the trading block (plus draft picks), the
Nuggets could possibility present the most
lucrative offer to obtain the services of
Atlanta’s Paul Millsap.

23- Orlando Magic (16 - 22) Last week: 23 -
The Magic lost four of their last five games
which were all played against potential playoff
contenders (their only win came against the
Knicks), and embark on a tough six-game road
trip in the West; starting with last night’s game
against the Lakers which is probably their easi-
est challenge in that stretch.

24- Phoenix Suns (22 - 25) Last week: 26 - In
addition to the rumors surrounding Brendon
Knight’s future in Phoenix, reports emerged
last week that Portland - looking for a solution
to their defensive woes - could potentially
offer to trade for the Suns’ defensive anchor
Tyson Chandler.

25- Dallas Mavericks (11 - 26) Last week: 25
- The experiment of starting Dirk Nowitzki at
center failed miserably, prompting coach Rick
Carlisle to reinsert disgruntled center Andrew
Bogut back to the starting lineup. Not only
that, but Nowitzki made it clear that he would
not even mind coming off the bench if that
would help the Mavs find ways to win.

26- Los Angeles Lakers (14 - 26) Last week:
27 - Julius Randle finished with a triple-double
in the Lakers’ win over the Grizzlies on
Tuesday, snapping Memphis’ league-best
streak of 177 consecutive games without
allowing one - a streak that survived multiple
attempts from triple-double machines such as
Russell Westbrook and James Harden.

27- Minnesota Timberwolves (11 - 26) Last
week: 24 - You know your defense must be
really bad when the President of the United
States takes a break from his busy schedule to
offer you an advice to play better defense. The
Wolves received that rare insight from Barack
Obama during their visit to the White House
ahead of their match against the Wizards last
Friday.

28- Philadelphia 76ers (9 - 25) Last week:
29 - The Sixers benched both Nerlens Noel
and Jahlil Okafor in favor of power forward
Ersan Ilyasova in their last two games as the
team continues to struggle to find a way to
pair one of their natural centers with rookie
standout Joel Embiid in the frontcourt.

29- Miami Heat (11 - 27) Last week: 28 -
Justise Winslow is likely out for the season
after he underwent surgery on his injured
right shoulder last Thursday, dealing yet
another heavy blow to their already slim
chances of making the playoffs this year.

30- Brooklyn Nets (8 - 27) Last week: 30 -
The Nets are reportedly looking for two first
round picks in exchange for Brook Lopez,
which is a reasonable price considering the
fact that their first round pick in the 2017
Draft, projected to be in the top five, will be
swapped with Boston’s pick instead, courtesy
of the infamous Kevin Garnett 

— Paul Pierce trade four years ago.

KUWAIT TIMES NBA POWER RANKINGS
By Ahmad Jabr
KUWAIT: In addition to its usual coverage of the NBA, Kuwait Times introduces a new feature this year: the NBA
Power Rankings. It is a weekly list ranking each team based on its performance during the week. The actual record for
each team (put between brackets, for games played as of Sunday morning in Kuwait’s local time) plays a role in the
assessment process but is not the main factor for deciding each team’s ranking, thus making it different from tradi-
tional league standings. This week’s edition features no changes in the top four spots. (For any comments or sugges-
tions, e-mail the writer at: a.jabr@kuwaittimes.net)

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB      
Toronto 24 12 .667 -       
Boston 23 14 .622 1.5   
NY Knicks 17 20 .459 7.5   
Philadelphia 9 25 .265 14      
Brooklyn 8 27 .229 15.5  

Central Division
Cleveland 27 8 .771 -       
Indiana 20 18 .526 8.5   
Milwaukee 18 17 .514 9       
Chicago 19 18 .514 9       
Detroit 17 21 .447 11.5  

Southeast Division
Atlanta 21 16 .568 -       
Charlotte 20 18 .526 1.5   
Washington 17 18 .486 3       
Orlando 16 22 .421 5.5   
Miami 11 27 .289 10.5  

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Utah 23 15 .605 -       
Oklahoma City 22 16 .579 1       
Portland 16 22 .421 7       
Denver 14 23 .378 8.5   
Minnesota 11 26 .297 11.5  

Pacific Division
Golden State 31 6 .838 -       
LA Clippers 25 14 .641 7       
Sacramento 15 21 .417 15.5  
LA Lakers 14 26 .350 18.5  
Phoenix 12 25 .324 19      

Southwest Division
San Antonio 30 7  .811 -       
Houston 29 9 .763 1.5   
Memphis 23 16 .590 8       
New Orleans 14 24 .368 16.5  
Dallas 11 26 .297 19     

NBA results/standings

Oklahoma City 121, Denver 106; Utah 94, Minnesota 92; Boston 117, New Orleans 108; Indiana 123, NY Knicks 109.

OKLAHOMA CITY: Russell Westbrook
had 32 points, 17 rebounds and 11
assists for his 17th triple-double of the
season as the Oklahoma City Thunder
beat the Denver Nuggets 121-106 in
the NBA on Saturday night. Westbrook
made seven 3-pointers after hitting a
career-high eight Thursday night at
Houston, and matched his season
high in rebounds in the 54th triple-
double of his career. The Thunder
improved to 32-3 the past two sea-
sons when Westbrook gets a triple-
double. Steven Adams scored 16
points, and Victor Oladipo added 15
to help the Thunder snap a three-
game losing streak. Wilson Chandler
scored 24 points for Denver. The
Nuggets have lost five in a row.

BULLS 123, RAPTORS 118, OT
Jimmy Butler scored 42 points as

Chicago overcame a 19-point deficit to
beat Toronto. Butler led a big run in
the fourth quarter and hit a 3 with 17.3
seconds left in overtime for a five
point lead. He also hit the 40-point
mark for the third time in six games.
Dwyane Wade added 20 points, and
Doug McDermott had 17 to help the
Bulls win their 10th in a row against
Toronto. DeMar DeRozan led the
Raptors with 36 points, and Kyle Lowry
added 27 points, 12 assists and nine
rebounds. The Atlantic Division leaders
lost for the fourth time in six games.

CELTICS 117, PELICANS 108
Isaiah Thomas scored 38 points

and Marcus Smart added a season-
high 22 to lift Boston beat New
Orleans. It was the 21st consecutive
20-point game for Thomas. Gerald
Green added 15, and Kelly Olynyk had
12 to help the Celtics win their fourth
straight. Anthony Davis had 36 points
and 15 rebounds for the Pelicans.

HAWKS 97, MAVERICKS 82
Tim Hardaway Jr.  and Dennis

Schroder assumed Atlanta’s 3-point
shooting role with Kyle Korver traded,
leading the Hawks past Dallas. The
Hawks dealt Korver, their leading
long-range shooter, to Cleveland earli-
er Saturday. Hardaway finished with
22 points, going 5 of 8 on 3-pointers.
Schroder scored 20 points and was 3
for 5 from 3-point range. Dwight
Howard had 20 rebounds and 15
points in Atlanta’s sixth straight win.
Harrison Barnes led Dallas with 21
points.

JAZZ 94, TIMBERWOLVES 92
George Hill scored 19 points in his

return from a concussion and Rudy
Gobert tipped in a rebound with 27.5
seconds to play to lift Utah past
Minnesota. Derrick Favors scored sev-
en of his 15 points in the fourth, and
Gobert finished with 12 points, 13
rebounds and four blocks as the Jazz
rallied from 11 points down to start
the final quarter. They still trailed by
nine with three minutes to play, but
closed on an 11-0 run. Zach LaVine
had 24 points, nine rebounds and four
assists and Karl-Anthony Towns had

18 points and 15 rebounds for the
Timberwolves. They have lost four
straight games.

SPURS 102, HORNETS 85
Davis Bertans scored a season-high

21 points to help San Antonio beat
Charlotte. Kawhi Leonard added 19
points and LaMarcus Aldridge had 15
points and 11 rebounds. San Antonio
has won nine straight at home and 13
of 15 overall. San Antonio is 13-0
when Bertans scores a point and he
was 4 for 5 on 3-pointers in leading

the Spurs in scoring for the first time
this season. Kemba Walker had 18
points for Charlotte.

PACERS 123, KNICKS 109
Paul George and Jeff Teague each

scored 19 points to lead Indiana over
New York. Thaddeus Young had 16
points and nine rebounds, C.J. Miles
added 15 points, and the Pacers won
their fifth straight. Carmelo Anthony
and Brandon Jennings each scored 17
points for the Knicks. They lost for the
seventh time in eight games. — AP

OKLAHOMA CITY: Denver Nuggets guard Will Barton (5) grabs a rebound in front of Oklahoma City Thunder for-
ward Andre Roberson, left, and guard Russell Westbrook (0) in the fourth quarter of an NBA basketball game in
Oklahoma City, Saturday. Oklahoma City won 121-106. —AP

Thunder beat Nuggets, 
Bulls down Raptors in OT

INDIANAPOLIS: Indiana Pacers guard Glenn Robinson III, left, goes up to
shoot as he is defended by New York Knicks center Joakim Noah (13) dur-
ing the second half of an NBA basketball game, Saturday, in
Indianapolis.—AP
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BARCELONA: Wissam Ben Yedder’s hat-
trick for Sevilla in Saturday’s 4-0 win at
Real Sociedad was the latest demonstra-
tion of the Andalusian club’s ability to
find players from under the radar and
mould them into top talents.

Ben Yedder, a former France Under-
21 international, came to Sevilla from
Toulouse with the task of replacing
Kevin Gameiro, who departed for
Atletico Madrid in the close season for
32 million euros  ($33.69 million).
Gameiro, who scored 67 goals in his
three years with Sevilla, was another
gem unearthed by the club’s highly-
respected sporting director Ramon
Rodriguez Verdejo, better known as
Monchi. France international Gameiro

had helped fire Sevilla to three succes-
sive Europa League triumphs, but Ben
Yedder has upstaged his compatriot this
season. The 26-year-old Ben Yedder has
scored 15 goals in all competitions this
term, compared to Gameiro’s seven for
Atletico. The Sevilla striker was utterly
ruthless against Real Sociedad, scoring
with three of his four shots and setting
up the game’s other goal for Pablo
Sarabia. The win moved Sevilla provi-
sionally above champions Barcelona
into second in the standings, while the
striker earned the praise of coach Jorge
Sampaoli, who remarked: “Ben Yedder is
starting to do what the team needs him
to do and I’m delighted for him.”

Ben Yedder signed for the triple

Europa League winners after hitting 17
league goals for Toulouse last season,
making him the joint fourth top scorer in
Ligue 1 behind Zlatan Ibrahimovic,
Alexandre Lacazette and Edinson
Cavani. Sevilla only paid 9 million euros
for Ben Yedder, a relative bargain consid-
ering Chelsea spent 40 million euros to
sign Michy Batshuayi, who had scored
the same number of goals for
Olympique de Marseille but has strug-
gled at Stamford Bridge.

Ben Yedder and Gameiro are far from
the only success stories for Monchi, a
former reserve goalkeeper for Sevilla
who has been the club’s sporting direc-
tor since 2000 and developed an unri-
valled reputation for unearthing talent.

“Monchi is a phenomenon, a hard
worker and I think he is one of the most
important people at Sevilla. His signings
have converted Sevilla into one of the
top teams in Europe and Spain,” says for-
mer team mate Davor Suker, the ex-
Croatia striker who is now his country’s
FA president.

Among Monchi’s top signings are
Daniel Alves, who cost 200,000 euros
and was sold to Barcelona for 36 million,
Ivan Rakitic, a 2.5-million euro invest-
ment from Schalke who went to
Barcelona for 25 million and Colombian
striker Carlos Bacca, a 7-million euro
signing from Club Brugges in 2013, who
went to AC Milan two years later for 30
million euros. Monchi’s proven eye for

talent have made him a target for
Europe’s biggest clubs, and he surpris-
ingly offered his resignation from Sevilla
last May amid reports of offers to join
Paris St Germain and Manchester
United. Sevilla refused, however, oblig-
ing him to see out the remainder of his
contract with the club and allowing him
to add to his legacy of astute signings by
bringing in the likes of Samir Nasri,
Franco Vazquez and Ben Yedder.

With the club in the last 16 of the
Champions League and on course to
take Atletico Madrid’s place as the third
force in Spain, holding onto their cele-
brated talent spotter may prove to be
one of the smartest decisions the club
has made.—Reuters

Ben Yedder latest cut-price success for Sevilla and Monchi

Roma, Lazio scrape 

home, Inter win again
MILAN: Second-placed AS Roma needed an
unlucky own goal from Armando Izzo to beat
Genoa 1-0 away in Serie A yesterday and neigh-
bours Lazio survived a controversial disallowed
goal before snatching a last minute win over
lowly Crotone.

Ivan Perisic scored at the end of each half as
Inter Milan came from behind to beat Udinese 2-
1 and notch their fourth successive league win.

Roma’s win took them onto 41 points, one
behind leaders Juventus who were away to
Bologna in the evening game and also have
another game in hand. Lazio are fourth on 37,
one behind Napoli who beat Sampdoria 2-1 on
Saturday. Roma were missing striker Mohamed
Salah as he had joined Egypt’s squad for their
African Nations Cup preparations while Genoa
were playing their first game since selling key
midfielder Tomas Rincon to Juventus.

Genoa goalkeeper Mattia Perin was injured
early on as he made a brilliant save to deny Edin
Dzeko and was replaced by Eugenio Lamanna.

Roma broke through when Izzo inadvertently
turned a Bruno Peres cross into his own net from
close range. Lazio made heavy weather of beat-
ing Serie A debutants Crotone who remained in
the relegation zone on nine points.

Lucas Biglia blasted a first-half penalty
against the crossbar for Lazio and Crotone
thought they had taken the lead through
Marcus Rohden in the 70th minute only to see
the goal chalked off for a debatable offside deci-
sion. Immobile saw one effort brilliantly saved
by Crotone goalkeeper Marco Festa before final-
ly breaking the deadlock in the last minute after
a fortuitous rebound sent the ball into his path.

Inter, who had not conceded a goal in their
previous three outings, had an early let-off as
goalkeeper Samir Handanovic sent a clearance
straight to Jakub Jankto, who failed to take
advantage. The Czech midfielder, however,
made amends when his curling shot finished off
a well-worked move to give midtable Udinese
the lead after 17 minutes.

Udinese twice hit the post but Inter snatched
an equaliser on the stroke of halftime when
Perisic swept in Mauro Icardi’s pass from 12

metres. Inter had more control in the second half
and the Croatia winger struck again three min-
utes from fulltime as he headed in Joao Mario’s
free kick at the far post.

Seventh-placed Inter have won five out of
seven games and lost only one since coach

Stefano Pioli replaced Frank de Boer, who was
sacked after less than three months in charge.

Alejandro Gomez scored twice in the first half
to help Atalanta thump Chievo 4-1 away, taking
them up to fifth, while Sassuolo and Torino
played out a goalless draw. — Reuters

GENOA: Genoa’s Argentinian forward Giovanni Pablo Simeone, left, Roma’s Brazilian defender
Juan Jesus vie for the ball during a Serie A soccer match between Genoa and Roma at Genoa’s
Luigi Ferraris Stadium, Italy, yesterday. — AP

ZURICH: In this Friday, Feb. 26, 2016 file photo, newly elected FIFA president Gianni
Infantino of Switzerland reacts during the extraordinary FIFA congress in Zurich,
Germany. FIFA is about to make the World Cup a bigger and, it hopes, richer event
even at the cost of lower quality soccer. — AP

ZURICH: After much discussion, argument
and counter-argument, FIFA will determine
tomorrow whether president Gianni
Infantino can force through his vision of an
enlarged World Cup.  Infantino’s credibility
will be on the line as the world body looks
to revamp the four-yearly moneyspinner,
potentially opening its door to 48 teams in
2026. That would stretch the action out to
80 matches as opposed to the 2014 format
of 32 teams and 64 matches.

Several options stand before the 30-
strong FIFA council: maintain the status
quo; extend to 40 teams featuring either
eight groups of five or 10 groups of four; or
got for 48 teams. That format would involve
either a 32-team playoff allowing 16 win-
ners to join 16 already qualified nations, or
Infantino’s preferred option of 16 groups of
three with the top two in each progressing
to a round of 32.

The first World Cup in Uruguay featured
just 13 countries, since when the tourna-
ment has  evolved in a world of con-
sumerism and on-demand global commu-
nication.  For the 1982 finals in Spain, the
event moved from 16 to 24 teams, then 32
for France ‘98.

INFANTINO OPTION 
Infantino puts forward a raft of argu-

ments to back a further leap to 48, not least
that by giving more countries a piece of the
finals cake, interest will rise in more viewer
markets, generating more revenue.
According to a confidential FIFA report
seen by AFP, a 48-team tournament would
bring a cash boost of $640 million (605 mil-
lion euros) over and above projected rev-
enues for next year’s finals in Russia.  The
report forecasts television rights also  rising
by $505 million and marketing revenue by
370 million. And even if organisation costs
would rise, the tournament could still func-
tion in a 12-stadium format, as per the 2018
model. Yet the FIFA forecasts are hard to

compare with a 2018 event whose own
financial scope is somewhat clouded by the
non-replacement, to date, of sponsors such
as Sony and Emirates.

The Infantini option, which AFP brought
to light in December, has drawn criticism
and UEFA president Aleksander Ceferin has
complained of lack of information on the
project while pointedly adding that in his
view the current system “works”.

The European Clubs Association,
presided by former German international
Karl-Heinz Rummenigge, also voiced oppo-
sition to expansion, citing an already over-
loaded calendar.

Even so, Spanish daily Mundo Deportivo
has since reported that figures including
Real Madrid’s powerful president
Florentino Perez  and Barcelona counter-
part Josep Bartomeu are backing Infantino.
“If the format he is proposing wins out it is
certain that will be a good thing for the
clubs and football in general,” Perez told
AFP in a recent interview.

One of the major facets within the pro-
posed revamp is the attribution of extra
berths for each confederation, a crucial
point which will be discussed Tuesday in
Zurich. Whereas the shareout for a 40-
strong event is already known-Europe
would gain one slot to 14, Africa two and
Asia one-the putative 48-nation distribu-
tion still has to be agreed on.

Asia and Africa and “smaller” countries
have much to gain from an enlarged for-
mat-that much was shown by opening up
the Euro 2016 to more finals participants-
but undecided camps have to be won over.
Among those who are convinced by the
argument of radically extending the tour-
nament are former Cameroon international
and Barcelona star Samuel Eto’o.

“Do it  for the poor,  for those who
don’t always have the chance to play a
World Cup,” Eto’o recently appealed to
Infantino. —AFP

Decision time for 

World Cup format

PRESTON: Arsene Wenger hailed the performance of
stand-in Arsenal captain Olivier Giroud after his late goal
sealed a 2-1 FA Cup third round win at Championship side
Preston. The Gunners managed to complete a comeback
victory to go with their remarkable 3-3 draw at
Bournemouth earlier in the week, a game in which Giroud
also scored a late, vital goal.

Wenger had also made his countryman captain for the
trip to Deepdale and he explained: “He has scored many
many goals recently. I think in the squad everybody con-
tributes and it is not just 11. “At the moment he is in good
form and in the last month he has scored goal after goal so
I named him captain as I like to rotate it a bit.

“He went through a period where he was in discomfort
as he didn’t play and during this period, which was quite
long, he kept his focus and worked so I thought he has
shown leadership qualities, which is why I made him cap-
tain.” There was also good news for another Arsenal for-
ward, Danny Welbeck, who returned as a late substitute,
his first competitive football in eight months after recover-
ing from a knee ligament injury. “It is a great moment as he
has been out for such a long time, just for him to get 15
minutes was great,” said Wenger.  “I had a hesitation but he
thought he had 20 minutes in his legs and in the end he
nearly scored so that is good.” But the victory disguised a
dreadful first half showing from Wenger’s side who were
fortunate to only trail to a Callum Robinson goal at the
interval.  An equaliser from Aaron Ramsey within a minute
of the restart was the beginning of a vastly-improved sec-
ond half showing from the Premier League side.

“Yes, I was angry,” said Wenger of his half-time reaction.
“We are top-level Premier League and we were dominated
in the first half, Preston had chances and we were just not
at the pace of the game that the game demanded. We did-
n’t want to go home and be out of the cup. 

‘NOT AT THE RACES’ 
“I’ll keep what I said quiet but we were not at the races

in the first half and we were beaten everywhere. Not com-
pact, we didn’t win duels and were outplayed. 

“But sometimes when you come out of Christmas and
you think it’s going to be a bit easier, it’s difficult in the FA
Cup. “You do not want to have that kind of performance
but this team responds when they are in trouble. Maybe
physically they struggled to get into the game but they
want to do well. “Since the start of the season we have had
many many many comebacks and many goals in the final
minutes.” Ramsey’s first goal of the season was another
boost for Wenger.  “We spoke about that many times, get-
ting in dangerous situations,” said the manager of Ramsey’s
superb strike for the equaliser.  “One of his qualities is get-
ting in dangerous situations and sometimes he felt he lost
a bit of confidence to finish. But hopefully this goal will
give him the confidence to get many more.”—AFP

Draxler on target as 

PSG rout Bastia 7-0

PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain got their
French Cup defence off to a dream start
on Saturday with new recruit  Julian
Draxler scoring in a 7-0 rout of Ligue 1
rivals Bastia.

Unai Emery’s side advance to the last
32 of a tournament in which they are the
two-time defending champions ensuring
their Corsican rivals remain winless at the
Parc des Princes.

Making his competitive debut 23-year-
old winger Draxler completed the rout
scoring the final goal three minutes from
the whistle.  The German World Cup-win-
ner completed his move this month from
Wolfsburg for a reported fee of up to 42
million euros ($45 million).  “Draxler had a
good match, it will be good for his confi-
dence,” said Emery.  PSG captain Thiago
Silva opened the goal fest with a header
on 30 minutes with Adrien Rabiot firing in
the second from 25 metres out just before
the break. It was all one-way traffic in the
second half  with goals Christopher

Nkunku, Thiago Motta, Angel Di Maria and
a Lucas penalty humiliating the visitors
before Draxler struck.

Emery’s side, who went into the winter
break in third place in Ligue 1, five points
behind leaders Nice, are looking to com-
plete a clean sweep of the domestic tro-
phies in France for a third season in suc-
cession.  The Parisians were however hit
when Brazilian captain Silva picked up a
thigh injury in a challenge with goalkeep-
er Kevin Traff minutes before the break.

The 32-year-old was treated pitch side
for several minutes before limping off.

Five other Ligue 1 sides also competing
on Saturday advanced.  Lille ended the
adventure of minnows AS Excelsior-a
sixth-tier side from the Indian Ocean
island of Reunion — 4-1, as Guingamp
beat Le Havre 2-1.  Monaco on Friday
advanced past second division AC Ajaccio
2-1, largely thanks to a goal from star for-
ward Falcao.  Marseille travel to Toulouse
with Lyon hosting Montpellier. —AFP

Wenger hails

Giroud after

new late show
CARDIFF: Tottenham kept up the
momentum from their win over Chelsea
with a 2-0 victory against Aston Villa in
the FA Cup third round.

Spurs took their time to swat off a
dogged Villa side, but late goals from Ben
Davies and Heung-Min Son broke the vis-
itor’s resistance. The result means Spurs
have now won their last six matches in all
competitions following a fruitful festive
period.  Aston Villa made four changes to
their defeat at Cardiff, handing a debut to
on-loan Manchester United goalkeeper
Sam Johnstone. With Jonathan Kodjia
away on African Cup of Nations duty,
Gabriel Agbonlahor was handed a rare
start and was tasked with leading the
line on his own against the watertight
Spurs back four. Gabriel Agbonlahor (left)
and Toby Alderweireld battle for the ball

Vincent Jannsen was given a chance
to impress from the start for Spurs but he
looked a man shorn of confidence in the
opening 45 minutes. The Dutchman has
yet to score from open play since joining
for £17m and James Chester dealt with
his threat without breaking sweat. 

Spurs dominated the ball but failed to
test Johnstone, who was making his first
senior start for over a year, with a single
shot on target. Villa defended deep were

relatively comfortable in keeping the two
Spurs full-backs - Davies and Kieran
Trippier - quiet. Jannsen’s afternoon was
cut short on 59 minutes when he
replaced by Alli  with Son moving
through the middle. The switch sparked
Spurs into life as Son sprinted in behind
Baker on 61 minutes but his 20-yard
effort was tipped over the crossbar by
Johnstone.

Villa’s best hope for a goal came from
set-pieces and Chester nearly scrambled
home from close range on 66 minutes
but Cameron Carter-Vickers and then
Alderweireld made last-ditch blocks.

It proved to be a big moment in the
match as four minutes later Spurs were
ahead. Substitute Georges-KÈvin
NKoudou took just 90 seconds to have an
impact as he curled a tasty cross in from
the left flank, which found Davies, unusu-
ally, in the central striking role. Despite
having never scored for the club, he skil-
fully flicked a header into the far corner.

The opening goal ended the game as
a contest as Spurs found their attacking
stride.  Moussa Sissoko sprinted away
down the left flank on 80 minutes and
put the ball on a plate for Son, who
swept the ball home from 12 yards to
seal progression for Spurs. 

LONDON: Aston Villa’s James Chester, left, shoots but is blocked by Tottenham’s
Cameron Carter-Vickers during the English FA Cup third round match between
Tottenham Hotspur and Aston Villa at White Hart Lane in London, yesterday. —AP

Ben Davies and Heung-Min 

Son send Spurs through
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LONDON: Chelsea’s John Terry, top, heads the ball under pressure from Peterborough United’s Michael Bostwick, center, during the English FA Cup third round soccer match between Chelsea and Peterborough United at Stamford Bridge stadium in London,
yesterday. —AP

LONDON: John Terry’s dismissal took the gloss off
Chelsea’s comfortable 4-1 victory over third-tier
Peterborough United yesterday, which took the
Premier League leaders into the FA Cup fourth
round. Two goals from Pedro Rodriguez and strikes
from Michy Batshuayi and Willian ensured Antonio
Conte’s side avoided any chance of an embarrass-
ing slip. But Terry’s 67th-minute dismissal for foul-
ing Lee Angol was a big blow for the 36-year-old,
who was making his first appearance in two
months after an injury lay-off and whose contract
expires at the season’s end.

Chelsea were leading 3-0 at the time and while
Peterborough’s Tom Nichols quickly reduced the
deficit, Pedro’s 75th-minute strike meant the hosts
saw out the game comfortably.

Conte made nine changes to the line-up that
started the 2-0 mid-week defeat by Tottenham
Hotspur, the game that marked the end of the
Blues’ 13-game winning run.

The Italian took the opportunity to restore Terry
to the side, while Kurt Zouma made his return after
11 months on the sidelines following a serious
knee injury. Youngsters Ruben Loftus-Cheek and
Nathaniel Chalobah were also handed rare starts,
but it was one of the more familiar names on the
team-sheet that calmed any early home nerves.

Pedro took his 18th-minute opportunity
superbly, but before then Conte’s side had survived
an early scare. Peterborough started the game
promisingly and while they had cause to be grate-
ful that Gary Cahill’s sixth-minute flick deflected off

the post to safety, they should have taken the lead
two minutes later. A deep cross from Marcus
Maddison was allowed to find its way to striker
Angol, who was unmarked when he connected
with a close-range volley that he directed wasteful-
ly at goalkeeper Asmir Begovic.

Peterborough manager Grant McCann had
insisted his side had nothing to lose coming into
the game and challenged his players to create a
moment of history for the club.

PEDRO HITS BAR 
Had they made more of that opportunity, or the

one that presented itself when Ryan Tafazolli head-
ed wide from a corner a few minutes later, Conte’s
side might have endured a more testing afternoon.

As it was, Chelsea made sure there would be no
repeat of those early scares, taking control when
Pedro pounced on the ball after Chalobah’s shot
had been pushed out by Luke McGee.

The Spain international cut inside one challenge
and gave McGee no chance with a curled finish.

From that moment, there was little chance of an
upset and Conte’s side should have had the tie
wrapped up before half-time.

McCann’s side were fortunate to escape a
strong penalty appeal when Tafazolli appeared to
bring Batshuayi down inside the box and had an
even greater let-off when Pedro struck the bar from
six yards. Batshuayi drew a frustrated response
from his manager when he failed to play in Willian,
who had a clear run on goal, instead trying to fash-

ion his own shooting opportunity. But the Belgium
striker made amends two minutes before half-time
when he was set up by Loftus-Cheek’s lay-off, strik-
ing home his side’s second goal with a low, right-
foot shot. The interval brought respite for the visi-
tors, but when Loftus-Cheek fired wide moments
after the restart, it was clear there would be no shift
in the balance of the game. A third goal quickly
came when Pedro collected Cesc Fabregas’s pass
wide on the left and picked out Willian’s forward
run. The Brazilian moved the ball onto his right foot
and placed his shot beyond McGee from 20 yards
out. Terry’s clumsy last-man challenge on Angol
was followed by Nichols’ close-range effort, but
Pedro wrapped things up with another well-exe-
cuted finish. —AFP

Terry off as Chelsea cruise in FA Cup

LIVERPOOL: Liverpool face the prospect
of a tricky FA Cup third-round replay
against Plymouth Argyle after they were
held to a 0-0 draw at Anfield yesterday.

The sides met for the first time in any
competition since April  1962 and
although the Premier League team domi-
nated possession and had the majority of
the chances, they were unable to find the
net. Plymouth, who are second in fourth-
tier League Two, will now host the seven-
time winners at Home Park in south-west
England later this month.  It will add to a
congested January for Liverpool manager
Jurgen Klopp, whose team also have a
two-legged League Cup semi-final against
Southampton to contend with.

After a hectic festive period, Klopp
decided to rest many of his first-choice
players as he made 10 changes from the 2-
2 draw at Sunderland in the Premier
League. He ended up naming the
youngest team in Liverpool’s history, with
an average age of 21 years and 296 days,
which included a first start for teenage
striker Ben Woodburn.

The 17-year-old became Liverpool’s
youngster ever goalscorer in a League Cup
victory over Leeds United in November.

He drew the first save out of Plymouth
goalkeeper Luke McCormick with a low
toe-poke from close range after clever
play by Emre Can.  Divock Origi had the
ball in the net for the Reds moments later
after he brought down a high ball, but the
Belgium international was deemed to
have fouled Plymouth defender Gary
Miller.  Liverpool controlled the play
against a side 68 places below them in the
English football pyramid, but the visitors

were organised and reached the break on
level terms.

STURRIDGE SUMMONED 
Plymouth, backed by 8,500 vocal fans

who had made a near 600-mile (965-kilo-
metre) round trip to Merseyside, finally
managed a shot on target 10 minutes into
the second half.

But Graham Carey’s speculative free-
kick was comfortably saved by Loris
Karius. Liverpool midfielder Lucas Leiva,
handed the armband by Klopp, brought a
save from McCormick with an equally
audacious effort from outside the box
moments later. Anfield started to grow
restless and Klopp responded shortly after
the hour mark with the introduction of
Daniel Sturridge for Can.  The striker’s first
act was to whistle a low shot just the
wrong side of the post following a
Liverpool counter-attack. Shortly after he
lifted a dangerous ball into the area, with
Sheyi Ojo not quite able to apply the deci-
sive touch. Klopp brought on Roberto
Firmino and Adam Lallana with 15 min-
utes remaining in an attempt to inject
some life into his side. Despite the fresh
legs and six minutes of added time, the
hosts failed to find a way past a stubborn
Argyle defence.

Right at the death, Trent Alexander-
Arnold’s free-kick was flicked on by Origi and
substitute Connor Smith almost nudged the
ball into his own net, only for McCormick to
gather. When referee Paul Tierney blew the
final whistle, the Plymouth players went to
applaud the away contingent, who celebrat-
ed as if they had secured victory, while
Liverpool’s players trudged off.—AFP

BRISBANE: Bulgaria’s Grigor Dimitrov
won his first title in over two years when
he upset world number five Kei Nishikori
in three sets to win the Brisbane
International yesterday.

In an enthralling final between two
evenly matched opponents, Dimitrov
claimed the Roy Emerson Trophy 6-2, 2-6,
6-3, his fourth singles title on the ATP
Tour. Dimitrov was ranked as high as
eighth in the world in 2014 and was nick-
named “Baby Fed” because of his similar
playing style to Swiss great Roger
Federer.

Injury problems and poor form saw
him slump during 2015 and the first half
of 2016, when he plummeted to 40th in
the world. But he recovered towards the
end of last year and entered the season-
opening tournament ranked 17.

The Brisbane win will see him climb to
15 when the rankings are released today.
Dimitrov insisted he had not felt under
pressure because of his rankings slide
and said he knew he would eventually
get the rewards for the hard work he was
doing off court.

“I think that was kind of an emotional
win for me, but at the same time, it wasn’t
unexpected,” he said. “I think I have put in
the work. I think I have learnt a lot.  “I have
set myself quite high goals for the first six
months, and one of them was actually to
win a tournament,” he added.

“And it happened during the first
week of the year.” The 25-year-old
revealed later he had relaxed ahead of his
matches with late-night visits to a
Brisbane video game arcade. “Since I have
been here, every night I’ve been going to
the arcades for an hour and a half,” he

laughed. “It’s given me tremendous joy.
You know, it’s something so childish (but)
every time I was going to bed, I was, like,
‘Wow, that feels so good’. It’s just some-
thing so small.”

Despite Dimitrov’s win over top seed
Milos Raonic in the semi-finals, the 27-
year-old Nishikori had not lost to the
Bulgarian in three previous meetings and
went into the final as firm favourite.

The Japanese star started well and
had Dimitrov struggling to hold his open-
ing service game. But from then on the
Bulgarian dominated the first set, break-
ing Nishikori twice to take the opener in
36 minutes.

Dimitrov took that momentum into
the second set and was comfortable on
serve. But at 2-2 he faltered and was bro-
ken, with Nishikori seizing the initiative
and winning four games in succession to
level the match.

Nishikori took an injury break at the
end of the second set to get treatment
for a sore hip. This seemed to swing the
momentum back to the Bulgarian, who
immediately had the third seed under
pressure.

But Nishikori held on and both men
were untroubled on serve, until at 3-4 the
Japanese player stumbled and gave
Dimitrov a vital break. The Bulgarian
stepped up and showed no nerves as he
served out the match, claiming victory in
one hour, 48 minutes when Nishikori sent
a backhand long.

Nishikori said he was not sure how
bad his injury was but it would not affect
his Australian Open chances. “I felt it in
the second set-it was still hurting during
the second set,” he said. —AFP

Plymouth hold
Liverpool youngsters 

Dimitrov stuns Nishikori 
to win Brisbane final

BRISBANE: Grigor Dimitrov of Bulgaria holds the trophy after winning the
final match against Kei Nishikori of Japan at the Brisbane International ten-
nis tournament in Brisbane, Australia, yesterday.— AP
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WARREN: In this file photo, potential workers sit inside the Labor Ready temporary employment agency in the hope of getting a day job in Warren, Ohio.—AP

WASHINGTON: Donald Trump has not yet
taken office, but he is already boasting that
his election has restored confidence in the
American economy, boosted confidence
and saved jobs. With a series of tweets, he
has singled out several major companies
and demanded they bring factories back to
the United States to boost manufacturing
and employment.

Several quickly complied. American car-
maker Ford canceled construction of a
plant in Mexico to instead invest in the
United States and create 700 jobs, citing a
“vote of confidence” in the economic agen-
da of the incoming president. 

In December, it was the American man-
ufacturer of air conditioners Carrier that
backed off a planned transfer of 1,000 jobs
to the Mexico, after a deal with Trump-and
for $7 million in tax cuts. 

“You’ve been seeing what’s been hap-
pening over the last couple of weeks.  And
we haven’t gotten there yet. We haven’t
gotten there yet,” declared Trump, who won
the White House on the promise of bring-
ing jobs and manufacturing back to the
United States. 

His election also created euphoria in US
stock markets. The Dow Jones index has set
multiple records since the November 8
election, coming close to the 20,000-point

milestone and proving wrong the many
who predicted a market crash if Trump
were elected. 

“Before there was any chance that he
would be elected, no one paid much atten-
tion to his program, which is what compa-
nies want: a lot of deregulation and tax
cuts,” analyst Aparna Mathur, of the conser-
vative think tank American Enterprise
Institute, told AFP. 

‘Thank you Donald!’ 
Several economic indicators also reflect

this renewed sense of optimism. A
December Philadelphia Fed survey showed
the proportion of companies confident in
the future doubled in one month, while
household confidence reached its highest
level in 15 years. 

“Thank you Donald!” the president-elect
said in a self-congratulatory tweet. His
unprecedented strategy of tweeting his
complaints against major companies-
including General Motors, Ford and Toyota-
and issuing threats if they don’t invest in
the United States, could prove to be worth-
while. “In a way, he’s still continuing his
campaign by reaching out to companies
and giving the sense that he really cares
about jobs,” said Mathur, who nonetheless
is convinced Trump will have to switch to a

more conventional approach once he is
installed in the White House. 

CEOs also seem to be getting the mes-
sage. “We are pragmatic, we will adapt to
any situation,” said the chief of the Renault-
Nissan alliance, Carlos Ghosn, speaking at
the Consumer Electronics Show in Las
Vegas.  Toyota chief Akio Toyoda said, “If
you look over the long term, we are orient-
ed in the same direction,” according to a
Wall Street Journal article published shortly
before Trump launched his tweet against
the company, again for building a plant in
Mexico. But the optimism of the American
business community is also explained by a
political fact unrelated to Trump’s personal-
ity: for the first time since 2010, the White
House and both chambers of Congress will
be under the control of one party. 

Uncertainty  
“ There’s a general sense that more

things will be able to get done because the
US government is now unified behind the
Republican Party,” Mark Zandi, chief econo-
mist at Moody’s, told AFP. President Barack
Obama, a Democrat, constantly clashed
with the Republican-controlled Congress,
causing repeated budget crises and pre-
venting any reform of corporate taxation,
stalemates for which each blamed the oth-

er. According to experts, however, it will
take much more to convert this honey-
moon of optimism into a durable phenom-
enon. And numerous questions remain.
Trump has promised a vast infrastructure
spending plan, but the details are fuzzy
and could burden public finances. In
December, the US Federal Reserve pointed
to the “considerable uncertainty” about the
program of the next administration.

Finally, the trade war that Trump threat-
ened to wage against China and Mexico
could change the mood of American multi-
nationals that depend heavily on their
overseas activities, especially as the dollar
strengthens and makes their exports more
expensive. 

“We have to see what he has in mind
exactly, and what he actually executes on,”
Zandi said. Jared Bernstein, former White
House counselor under Obama, is more
definitive, and predicts a tough road ahead
if Trump implements his program of dereg-
ulation and tax cuts. “People without eco-
nomic amnesia-and there aren’t enough of
them according to my humble opinion-will
remember that it was a very large tax cut in
tandem with financial market deregulation
that got us in this mess in the first place,”
Bernstein told AFP, referring to the 2008
financial crisis. —AFP

Trump has economic grace period, despite woes
The dilemma: How to turn honeymoon of optimism into pragmatism

LONDON: Iran has sold more than 13 million barrels
of oil that it had long held on tankers at sea, capitaliz-
ing on an OPEC output cut deal from which it is
exempted to regain market share and court new
buyers, according to industry sources and data. In
the past three months, Tehran has sold almost half
the oil it had held in floating storage, which had tied
up many of its tankers as it struggled to offload
stocks in an oversupplied global market.

The amount of Iranian oil held at sea has dropped
to 16.4 million barrels, from 29.6 million barrels at the
beginning of October, according to Thomson Reuters
Oil Flows data. Before that sharp drop, the level had
barely changed in 2016; it was 29.7 million barrels at
the start of last year, the data showed. Unsold oil is
now tying up about 12 to 14 Iranian tankers, out of
its fleet of about 60 vessels, compared with around
30 in the summer, according to two tanker-tracking
sources. The oil sold in recent months has gone to
buyers in Asia including China, India and South Korea
and to European countries including Italy and France,
according to the sources and data.  It was unclear
which companies bought the oil. Iran is also looking
to use the opportunity to push into new markets in
Europe, including Baltic and other central and east-
ern European countries, said separate oil industry
sources, though it was not clear if any oil had been
sold there. The state-run National Iranian Oil
Company (NIOC) could not be reached for comment.
Tanker group NITC, which operates most of the coun-
try’s fleet, could also not be reached.

Tehran scored a victory when it was exempted
from the OPEC deal agreed in November to reduce
production by 1.2 million barrels per day for six
months, an accord aimed at addressing the global
oversupply and bolstering low oil prices. The country
successfully argued it should not limit its production
which was slowly starting to recover after the lifting
of international sanctions in January last year.

While the deal did not come into effect until the
beginning of 2017, industry sources said Tehran had
already been offering aggressive discounts, aiming to
coax buyers globally into stocking up for winter in
anticipation of the OPEC cut. Iran lacks enough land
storage facilities for its oil and, to enable it to keep
pumping crude, has relied on its tanker fleet to park
excess stocks until it can find buyers. The tanker-
tracking sources said it was unclear how much of the
oil stored at sea was condensate, a very light grade of
crude. In another sign of the rising activity, Iran’s oil
ministry news agency SHANA reported in late
December that the number of tankers able to berth
at major terminal Kharg Island had reached a record
in 2016 of 10 vessels at the same time.—Reuters

Iran cashes in
on OPEC deal,
sells millions

of barrels of oil

LAS VEGAS: The smartphone continues to
change the world a decade after the debut
of the iPhone, even as Apple is under pres-
sure to come up with a new wonder. The
iPhone-introduced by late Apple co-
founder Steve Jobs on January 9, 2007 —
set the stage for mobile computing and an
entire industry revolving around it.

The handsets built on successful iPod
digital music players and featured touch
screens at a time when the smartphone
market was ruled by BlackBerry devices
with keypads. Jobs billed his smartphone
approach as blending liberal arts, design
and technology. What was not obvious at
the time was how iPhone’s focus on apps
would send people rocketing along a path
to tweeting, Snapping, Pokemon Go, live
streaming video, and more.

“Apple gets credit for the apps that
brought the mobile computing platform to
your pocket,” Gartner analyst Brian Blau
told AFP at the Consumer Electronics Show
that ends Sunday in Las Vegas.

“Today, it is hard to make a consumer
electronics product without (internet) con-
nectivity.” Smartphones are even playing a
big role in the virtual reality trend, with
people using handsets as screens inserted
into headsets for exploring fantasy realms.
Apple does not attend CES. But its trend-

setting power is felt here from cars boast-
ing “infotainment” systems that synch with
iPhones, to smart-home networks con-
trolled by mobile apps and rival smart-
phones mirroring iPhone features.

“The iPhone changed the world because
mobile computing is now part of every-
one’s daily life,” Blau said.

Altered landscape 
The iPhone, in a way, was a seed around

which the consumer electronics industry
has crystalized, according to Maxwell
Ramsey of mobile phone news website
phoneArena.com. “It’s pretty remarkable
what it did,” Maxwell said of the iPhone.
“We are still riding that wave from 2007. No
doubt about it.” Putting the internet in peo-
ple’s pockets, and on tablet computers, has
profoundly changed the way people watch
films, get news, socialize and work. Insiders
at the CES trade show cited the iPhone as
the main impetus for the revolutionary
shift to mobile computing lifestyles.

“It turned the industry on its head,”
Maxwell said at CES. “It figuratively
destroyed a lot of companies, and changed
the landscape.” The iPhone powered
Apple’s money-making machine, but sales
began to decline last year in the increasing-
ly saturated and competitive smartphone

market. Apple chief executive Tim Cook
and other top executives saw their com-
pensation for 2016 cut because internal
income targets were missed, according to a
filing Friday with US regulators.

“The two financial measures used to

evaluate executive performance under  our
annual cash incentive program, net sales
and operating income, declined from our
record-breaking 2015 levels,” Apple said in
the filing. “These results were below the
target performance goals.”—AFP

iPhone turns 10 as smartphone rage goes on

LOS ANGELES: This file photo taken on 29 June 2007 at The Grove shopping center in
Los Angeles, California shows John Mariano, 27, surrounded by onlookers and
media. Apple celebrates today the 10th anniversary of the unveiling of the iPhone,
the smartphone that revolutionized the technological world. —AFP 
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US dollar stable 
against KD at 0.305

KUWAIT: The exchange rate of the US dollar remained sta-
ble against the Kuwaiti dinar at 0.305, while the euro
went up to reach KD 0.322, said the Central Bank of
Kuwait (CBK) yesterday. The CBK also said that the pound
sterling was down to KD 0.375, while the Swiss franc
remained unchanged at KD 0.300. The Japanese yen
stood firm at KD 0.002.  

Iranian oil firm NIOC 
names global chief

DUBAI: State-run National Iranian Oil Company (NIOC)
has named Saeid Khoshrou as its new director of inter-
national affairs, the Iranian oil ministry’s news website
SHANA said yesterday. Ali Kardor, NIOC’s managing
director, said in a decree that reducing transportation
and maintenance costs, and diversification of markets
and customers would be among the main goals of the
international department under Khoshrou, SHANA
reported. Khoshrou has worked more than 20 years in
Iran’s oil industry and held posts at NIOC’s internation-
al department, including marketing deputy. 

CAIRO: Egypt, the world’s largest wheat
buyer, has appointed a new head to its
agriculture quarantine agency, the body
that last year threw the massive wheat
buying program into disarray when it
tightened import regulations on a com-
mon wheat fungus.

The new head is Najla Mousa Balabel,
the Agriculture Ministry said in a state-
ment yesterday. Balabel replaces Ibrahim
Imbaby, who had been appointed to
head the agency in March.

The ministry did not give a reason for
the change. Imbaby had replaced Saad
Moussa, who insisted that imported
wheat should contain zero levels of the

ergot fungus against more international-
ly acceptable standards of 0.05 percent.

This led to decreased supplier partici-
pation in government held tenders and a
stand-off of nearly a year between the
quarantine agency and Egypt’s state buy-
er, the General Authority for Supply
Commodities (GASC). After a resolution
to the ergot problem was reached and
the 0.05 percent standard was adopted, a
decree was issued in November giving
another government body, the General
Organization for Export and Import
Control (GOEIC), the bulk of the responsi-
bility for inspecting wheat and other
agricultural products at ports. — AFP

EXCHANGE RATES

Al-Muzaini Exchange Co.

ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.615
Indian Rupees 4.510
Pakistani Rupees 2.934
Srilankan Rupees 2.053
Nepali Rupees 2.823
Singapore Dollar 212.790
Hongkong Dollar 39.563
Bangladesh Taka 3.893
Philippine Peso 6.173
Thai Baht 8.601
Malaysian Ringgit 223.230

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 81.881
Qatari Riyal 84.334
ani Riyal 797.427
Bahraini Dinar 815.330
UAE Dirham 83.599

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 21.250
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 16.073
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.232
Tunisian Dinar 133.590
Jordanian Dinar 432.400
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.046
Syrian Lira 2.188
Morocco Dirham 30.839

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 306.850
Euro 323.270
Sterling Pound 379.270
Canadian dollar 229.680
Turkish lira 87.300

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

BAHRAIN EXCHANGE COMPANY WLL

Swiss Franc 302.020
Australian Dollar 222.200
US Dollar Buying 305.650

GOLD
20 Gram 238.24
10 Gram 122.04
5 Gram 57.97

Rate for Transfer Selling Rate
US Dollar 306.550
Canadian Dolla 230.500
Sterling Pound 384.385
Euro 322.080
Swiss Frank 300.105
Bahrain Dinar 812.640
UAE Dirhams 83.855
Qatari Riyals 85.080
Saudi Riyals 82.675
Jordanian Dinar 433.540
Egyptian Pound 16.830
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.060
Indian Rupees 4.530
Pakistani Rupees 2.924
Bangladesh Taka 3.887
Philippines Pesso 6.143
Cyprus pound 168.345
Japanese Yen 3.600
Syrian Pound 2.435
Nepalese Rupees 3.825
Malaysian Ringgit 69.340

CURRENCY BUY SELL
Europe

British Pound 0.369279 0.379279
Czech Korune 0.003802 0.015802
Danish Krone 0.038891 0.043891
Euro 0. 313975 0.322975
Norwegian Krone 0.031398 0.036598
Romanian Leu 0.070497 0.070497
Slovakia 0.009229 0.019229
Swedish Krona 0.029450 0.034450
Swiss Franc 0.292152 0.303152
Turkish Lira 0.082529 0.092829

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.213906 0.225908
New Zealand Dollar 0.205822 0.215322

America
Canadian Dollar 0.222898 0.231898
Georgina Lari 0.138751 0.138751
US Dollars 0.303100 0.307500
US Dollars Mint 0.303600 0.307500

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003578 0.004160
Chinese Yuan 0.042632 0.046132
Hong Kong Dollar 0.037520 0.040270
Indian Rupee 0.002789 0.005523

Indonesian Rupiah 0.000018 0.000024
Japanese Yen 0.002515 0.002695
Kenyan Shilling 0.002984 0.002984
Korean Won 0.000244 0.000259
Malaysian Ringgit 0.064568 0.070668
Nepalese Rupee 0.002944 0.003114
Pakistan Rupee 0.002620 0.002910
Philippine Peso 0.006083 0.006383
Sierra Leone 0.000053 0.000059
Singapore Dollar 0.206584 0.216584
South African Rand 0.016294 0.024794
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001651 0.002231
Taiwan 0.009393 0.009573
Thai Baht 0.008228 0.008778

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.808282 0.816782
Egyptian Pound 0.013279 0.022532
Iranian Riyal 0.000085 0.000086
Iraqi Dinar 0.000181 0.000241
Jordanian Dinar 0.428238 0.47238
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000153 0.000253
Moroccan Dirhams 0.020263 0.044263
Nigerian Naira 0.000407 0.001042
Omani Riyal 0.791501 0.797181
Qatar Riyal 0.083569 0.085019
Saudi Riyal 0.080833 0.082133
Syrian Pound 0.001303 0.001523
Tunisian Dinar 0.128697 0.136697
Turkish Lira 0.082529 0.092829
UAE Dirhams 0.082215 0.083915
Yemeni Riyal 0.000999 0.001079

Chinese Yuan Renminbi 31.240
Thai Bhat 9.535
Turkish Lira 87.725

MIDEAST STOCK MARKETS

PARIS/DUBAI: Airbus said yesterday
Iran’s state airline IranAir had accept-
ed its first new jet, marking a key
step in opening up trade under a
nuclear sanctions deal between Iran
and major powers.

The Airbus A321 jetliner has been
painted in I ranAir  l iver y and is
expected to be delivered later this
week. “The technical acceptance has
been done with formal delivery still
to be done,” a spokesman for the
European planemaker said.

Iranian regulators said the air-
craft had been placed on the coun-
tr y ’s  aircraft  register,  indicating
IranAir had taken ownership of the
aircraf t :  the f i rst  of  around 200
Western aircraft ordered since sanc-
tions were lifted.

“The registration has been done,
and the delivery should be by the
end of the week,” Reza Jafarzadeh,
a  s p o k e s m a n  fo r  I ra n’s  C i v i l
Aviation Organization, told Reuters
by telephone.

The 189-seat jet was assembled in
Hamburg, Germany. From there, it is
expected to be transferred to Airbus
headquarters in Toulouse, France, for
a formal handover on Wednesday.
IranAir Chairman Farhad Parvaresh
told state news agency IRNA there
would be an official ceremony to
mark the arrival of the Airbus jetliner
in Tehran later this week. 

IranAir has ordered 100 passenger
jets from Airbus and 80 from its U.S.
rival Boeing under the nuclear deal,
which called for the lifting of most
international sanctions in exchange
for curbs on Iran’s nuclear activities.

Boeing also agreed last year to
arrange the leasing of a further 29
aircraft. IranAir is also negotiating
a final agreement with European
turbo-prop maker ATR. The com-
pany, joint-owned by Airbus and
Italy’s Leonardo, has provisionally
agreed to supply 20 of its 70-seat
regional planes with options for a
further 20. —Reuters

Egypt’s GASC postpones 
tender for raw sugar

ABU DHABI: Egypt’s state-owned buyer, the General
Authority for Supply Commodities (GASC), said yesterday it
had postponed a tender for 50,000 tons of raw sugar. GASC
did not give a new deadline for offers and did not give a
reason for the postponement. GASC was seeking the raw
sugar for arrival by Feb. 28. 

DUBAI: Most Gulf stock markets rose yes-
terday on the back of firm oil prices and
global equities, but profit-taking in sectors
including petrochemicals pulled down
Saudi Arabia.

Dubai’s index rose 1.8 percent to 3,692
points in the heaviest trading volume in
nearly a month, which more than doubled
from Thursday’s level. The index climbed
above technical resistance at the mid-
December peak of 3,659 points; a second
straight close above that level would con-
firm a break, leaving the next chart barrier
at the October 2015 peak of 3,740 points.

Seven of the 10 most heavily traded
issues were low-priced stocks - below 1
dirham - which local retail investors tend
to favour. Two of the 10 were insurance
firms, with Dubai Islamic Insurance jump-
ing 4.6 percent and Islamic Arab Insurance
adding 3.4 percent. For the past couple of
weeks, some traders have been speculat-
ing there may be mergers in the insurance
industry following last year’s news of a big
Abu Dhabi banking merger.

Abu Dhabi’s index climbed 0.7 percent
with cement firms leading the gains. Gulf
Cement jumped 12.9 percent in very thin
trade. Qatar edged up 0.1 percent, sup-
por ted by proper ty f irm United
Development, up 0.9 percent. But Gulf
Warehousing fell 1.2 percent despite rec-
ommending an annual cash dividend of
1.60 riyals per share, up slightly from 1.50
riyals in the previous year. It said net profit

climbed 11 percent last year.
Saudi Arabia’s index fell 0.8 percent. A

monthly Reuters poll of Middle East fund
managers, conducted at the end of last
month, found many believing Saudi stocks
were fully valued after a strong rally in the
past few months, and not intending to
add to their portfolios in the next three
months.

Petrochemical firm Saudi Kayan fell 1.1
percent and Nama Chemicals, which has
lost about a third of its value this year
after its accumulated losses reached over
75 percent of its capital, slid 8.1 percent.

However,  builder Abdullah Abdul
Mohsin al-Khodari and Sons rose 0.8 per-
cent after saying it had secured a 69 mil-
lion riyal ($18.4 million) contract from the
Ministr y of Environment,  Water and
Agriculture.  The amount is  small  but
Khodari, like other Saudi construction
companies, suffered from a severe cut-
back in state contract awards last year and
the new contract may indicate money is
flowing again.

In Egypt, the index climbed 0.5 percent
although exchange data showed non-
Arab investors turning net sellers of
stocks, by a tiny margin, for the first time
since the Egyptian pound was floated on
Nov 3. Qalaa Holdings rose 3.6 percent
after saying on Thursday that it was in
talks with interested parties to divest its
stake in Rift Valley Railways, one of its
major overseas assets. — Reuters

CAIRO: The Egyptian pound strength-
ened slightly at banks as demand for dol-
lars by importers eased, bankers told
Reuters yesterday. The dollar was being
bought for around 18 pounds at most
banks, down from around 19 last week.
Banks were paying clients around 17.8
per dollar.

“ The demand for  dol lar  i s  less ,”
said one banker. “Banks have reached
a  p o i n t  w h e re  t h e y  d o n’t  n e e d  to
keep raising prices to attract dollar
inflows because there aren’t as many
dollar requests by clients for the time
b e i n g,” h e  s a i d ,  a d d i n g  t h a t  o n c e
demand picks up prices will start ris-
ing again. 

Banks in Egypt had been raising the
price to buy dollars from clients in order
to attract inflows and cover requests
from other clients seeking to buy dollars,
but they say demand for dollars has
eased over the past week.

Business activity in Egypt shrank for
the 15th consecutive month in
December, although at a slower pace
than the previous month, as inflation
caused purchase costs to rise at a near-

record pace and new orders to drop as
the Egyptian pound weakened against
the US dollar,  a survey showed on
Wednesday.

While banks are prioritizing imports of
essential goods, private individuals are
forced to buy dollars on the black market.
Three traders on the black market said
they were selling dollars at a range of
19.60-19.80 per dollar. 

Egypt’s central bank abandoned its
currency peg of 8.8 pounds to the US
dollar on Nov 3, hoping to unlock curren-
cy inflows and bring back foreign
investors who were driven away after the
2011 uprising that ousted Hosni
Mubarak. 

Under the currency peg, dollar sup-
pl ies  were rat ioned by the central
bank, forcing businesses to go to the
black market  for  foreign currenc y.
Bankers say it will take time for those
dollars to be absorbed back into the
banking system.

The currency peg drained foreign
reserves, and analysts estimate the cen-
tral bank is still around $10-15 billion
short of the stock it needs. — Reuters

Gulf markets rise

but Saudi slides

Egypt names new head of 

agriculture quarantine

Iran takes ownership 

of first jet under 

sanctions deal

Egypt pound strengthens 

at banks as demand 

from importers eases 

LONDON: Britain’s three quoted major super-
markets are expected to report this week that
they enjoyed solid Christmas trading, though
investor concern about a potential squeeze on
consumer spending in 2017 means the focus is
on their outlooks. Shares in market leader
Tesco and Morrisons , the UK’s fourth biggest
grocer, soared 38 percent and 55 percent
respectively in 2016, reflecting a recovery in
trading. That coincided with a slowdown in
sales growth at German discounters Aldi,
which will update on Christmas on Jan 9, and
Lidl as Britain’s traditional supermarkets cut
their prices, and continued problems at sector
laggard Asda, the No. 3 player.

The share price of No. 2 Sainsbury’s was
held back by uncertainty over the merits of its
£1.1 billion ($1.36 billion) takeover of house-
hold goods retailer Argos. Robust growth in
consumer spending has been one of the main
factors sustaining Britain’s economy since last
June’s vote to leave the European Union.
However, retailers fear a reduction in spending
as inflation begins to erode real earnings
growth in 2017.

Sterling’s devaluation since the Brexit vote -
down 12 percent against other major curren-

cies - has also driven up supermarkets’ import
costs, as have commodity price increases.  They
also face fur ther cost pressures from the
national minimum wage, business rates and
utilities. There are also signs that Asda, the
British arm of Wal-Mart , will make life tougher
for rivals in 2017.

Analysts say a new management team is
starting to make an impact, putting more staff
on the shop floor and generally improving
store standards.  While underlying sales
slumped 5.8 percent in its third quarter, they
anticipate a significant improvement when it
reports fourth quarter results next month.
Analysts expect Tesco (on Jan 12) to report UK
like-for-like sales growth of 1.25 to 2 percent
for its third quarter to Nov 26 and growth of
0.6 to 1.5 percent for the six weeks to Jan 7,
building on four straight quarters of underly-
ing growth.

Morrisons (on Jan 10) is expected to report
underlying sales growth of 1.1 percent for the
nine weeks to Jan. 1, according to an average
of analysts’ forecasts, a fifth consecutive quar-
ter of growth. Sainsbury’s (on Jan 11) could be
perceived as the relative loser of the three,
with analysts on average forecasting a like-for-

like sales fall of 0.8 percent for its third quarter
to Jan 7, though it is still expected to report
volume growth and underlying sales growth at
Argos of 1.5 percent.

However,  i t  is  impor tant to note that
Sainsbury’s, unlike Tesco and Morrisons, is not
in turnaround mode and has not had to rebase
its like-for-like sales performance. Updates due
next week from a raft of other UK retailers,
including from Marks & Spencer, department
stores John Lewis and Debenhams, Primark
owner AB Foods and ASOS.L, will also shine a
light on prospects for the sector.

Marks & Spencer will (on Jan 12) report on
its third quarter to Dec 31. Analysts are on
average forecasting like-for-like sales growth in
its clothing and home division of 0.2 percent
with underlying sales in its food business
down 0.4 percent. Such an outcome in cloth-
ing would represent an improvement on the
second quarter’s 2.9 percent fall and provide
some encouragement to investors that new
boss Steve Rowe’s turnaround plan has found
some traction. Last week rival Next reported
disappointing Christmas sales, cut its profit
forecast and highlighted “exceptional” levels of
uncertainty in the sector. — Reuters 

Solid Christmas for British 

supermarkets before 2017

SURABAYA: This picture taken on Jan 6, 2017 shows Indonesian workers hand-rolling clove cigarettes at the PT Wismilak Inti Makmur factory. — AFP 
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NEW YORK: The US oil industry is feeling guarded
optimism going into 2017 as it pivots from a brutal
two-year slump prompted by crashing crude
prices. As the new year kicks off, industry insiders
describe a tentative recovery, with some low-cost
drilling basins starting to pick up even while others
remain depressed. 

The downturn, among the worst since the 1973
Arab oil embargo, led to bankruptcies, layoffs of
hundreds of thousands of workers and a significant
pause on the American shale boom.

Energy producers have been cheered by the
election of Republican Donald Trump, whose cabi-
net picks include oil industry allies like climate-
change skeptic Scott Pruitt to head the
Environmental Protection Agency and ExxonMobil
chief executive Rex Tillerson as secretary of state.

“Operators are still being guarded with their
money,” said Jason McFarland, president of the
International Association of Drilling Contractors in
Houston. “But certainly we’re seeing a loosening of
the grip on investments as the price of oil rises.”

OPEC cuts in question 
Even more important, sentiment got a boost

from the November 30 agreement by the
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries

to cut production to address a supply glut that had
threatened to push oil prices back to multi-year
lows. After the OPEC deal, “it is meaningfully differ-
ent in sentiment,” said David Pursell, a managing
director at the Houston energy investment bank
Tudor, Pickering, Holt & Co.  “Before November 30,
this was like the Bataan Death March,” he said,
referring to the grim outlook in the industry.

Now, “People are cautiously optimistic, which is
light years from where we were eight weeks ago.”

US oil prices, which tumbled to close to $25 a
barrel a year ago, closed at $53.99 a barrel on
Friday. Part of the industry’s hesitancy is due to
skepticism about whether OPEC members and
countries outside the cartel, such as Russia, will
actually comply with the agreed production cuts.
And if the cuts are implemented, there remains the
question of what will happen if the agreement is
not renewed after its six-month duration.

OPEC appears to be signaling that “high-cost
producers should not take for granted that they
will receive a free ride to higher production,” the
International Energy Agency said in a report last
month. “These high-cost producers, who assume
that the cuts at the very least guarantee a floor
under prices, might think twice before taking the
risk of sanctioning new investments.”

US shale comeback? 
Other unknowns that will affect the market

include the path of  US consumption in the
expected fast-growth Trump era; whether Indian
demand will stay high; and how the ever-evolving
Chinese economy will affect its thirst for petrole-
um. Shale is another question mark. The US is
expected to see capital investment recover more
quickly than other countries that have long-term
oil investment cycles.

The rise of American shale production, made
possible by technological leaps in drilling and
resource recovery, lifted US production to multi-
decade highs in 2015 of about 9.6 million barrels
per day (bpd), a remarkable 80 percent higher
than in 2010. But that momentum came to a
screeching halt amid the industry downturn, and
US production fell back to 8.6 million bpd in
September 2016. 

Recent higher prices have seen that figure
creep back up to 8.8 million bpd, according to
data from the US Energy Information
Administration. How fast the industry can recover
is uncertain.

“We don’t have much experience in terms of
looking at projects like this in terms of their rapid
recovery because we have never really been there

before,” said Neil Atkinson, head of the oil market
division at the IEA. “The question is how quickly
can it respond if people believe higher prices are
here to stay,” he said about the prospects for
increased production. “We don’t yet know.”

Early indications show a big jump in the rig
count in the Permian Basin in West Texas com-
pared with a year ago: the count currently stands
at 267 rigs, up from 209 a year ago, according to
figures from Baker Hughes.

Each new rig directly employs about 20 people
and supports dozens of other workers in related
services, IADC’s McFarland said.  But activity
remains well below year-ago levels in the Eagle
Ford Shale region, which crosses much of Texas,
and in North Dakota, home to the Bakken Shale.
Both were hot growth areas prior to the downturn. 

The Permian is appealing because it is low-cost
and close to pipelines and other key infrastruc-
ture, said Jesse Thompson, a business economist
with the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas based in
Houston.

“You’re hearing about some hiring,” Thompson
said. “We know the trend of the employment in
the industry is turning, there are still some people
getting laid off. There are still companies in finan-
cial distress.  “This is a transition period.” —AFP

US oil industry coming back cautiously

FAISALABAD: A Pakistani worker operates a machine at a textile factory in Faisalabad. — AFP

FAISALABAD, Pakistan: As Pakistan slowly
emerges from a long-term power crisis, its once
booming textile sector is scrambling to find its
feet-but high energy costs and a decade lost to
competitors mean recovery is far from assured.

Energy production was severely depressed for
more than 10 years due to chronic under-invest-
ment, inefficiencies in the power network and an
inability to collect sufficient revenue to cover
costs. The result was crippling for manufacturers
and in particular the textile sector, which
employs 30 percent of the working population.

Pakistan is the world’s fourth largest cotton
producing country but interminable power and
gas cuts have stopped exporters from produc-
ing their orders on time.  Many have watched
helplessly as their clients have instead turned to
Vietnam or Bangladesh. A third of the produc-
tion capacity of the sector has disappeared,
thousands of factories have closed, and most of
the others are running below full capacity, says
Rehan Bharara, a former loom owner who now
runs a public infrastructure project for the tex-
tile industry.

Half the time, “we had to run our factories on
diesel generators, which was very expensive. We
decided to close down rather than losing money
every day,” he said. Only those manufacturers
which invested heavily in their own energy pro-
duction survived. These include plants run by
the Sadaqat company, which provides house

linen to major Western retailers such as
Debenhams, Tesco and Target. Energy supply to
huge printing, cutting and sewing departments
is rotated according to need.

“We have three sources of electricity: the
main and cheapest one is generation through
gas, if we don’t have gas, we go to Wapda (the
public utility), if Wapda closes, we go to diesel
generators,” says chairman Mukhtar Ahmed.

“I have no choice. If I stop producing, we lose
our customers.” Smaller plants, notably the hun-
dreds of thousands of cotton loom workshops,
lack backup generators and are dependent on
the public network.

No power, no wages
Each time the power cuts, work is interrupted.

“We loom workers only get paid if there is power
and looms are running. If there is no power,
there are no wages,” said Mohammad Rizwan, a
21-year-old weaver. The government has prom-
ised to end power cuts by 2018, and said indus-
try would be prioritized. In the past few weeks,
the biggest manufacturers in Faislabad have
been supplied without interruption. 

“The key is that they give us 24 hours of elec-
tricity a day,” said Wahid Raamay, chairman of
the Council of Loom Owners in Faisalabad.
Despite these important advancements, textiles
are not yet out of danger.  As the country’s elec-
tricity supply has improved, natural gas imports

bills have gone up with the increased cost
passed down to consumers.

Bharara estimates the cost of electricity has
doubled over eight years, from six rupees per
kilowatt/hour to 11. That’s still much lower than
26 rupees per kilowatt hour for electricity pro-
duced by a diesel generator, but more than costs
in competing countries.

“At this time we are struggling to give com-
petitive power,” admits Muhammad Salim Bhatti,
general manager of the city’s power distribution
company. “Over time, we will become cheaper as
new power plants will be more efficient”, he
hopes. “We’ll be in a position to compete.”

But the Asian Development Bank is less opti-
mistic, citing the opaqueness of large-scale
Chinese investment in the country’s energy
infrastructure. “The power due to be produced
by Chinese-built power plants is expected to be
expensive” it said, though it anticipates it will still
be cheaper than the thermal plants they are set
to replace.

In late December, Pakistan’s fourth nuclear
power plant went online, built with Chinese
assistance as part of Islamabad’s plans to pro-
duce 8,800 MW from atomic energy by 2030.

Total exports, meanwhile, 60 percent of
which are made up by textiles, declined by 13
percent in the first nine months of this year com-
pared to last, a sign that the industry’s recovery
is yet to begin. —AFP

Pakistan’s textile industry 
struggles to bounce back

Country slowly emerges from power crisis

LOS ANGELES: Nate Lowenstein has been
shopping for a home in Los Angeles, on and
off, for more than a year. His search has
been stymied by a stubbornly low roster of
homes on the market and the hurdles that
come with it: multiple competing bids and
higher prices. “It’s not a great market, from a
buyer’s perspective,” said Lowenstein, a
lawyer. “The one good thing is that interest
rates were quite low.”

As recently as last summer, homebuy-
ers had ultra-low mortgage rates on their
side. It was good news for any borrower,
but especially for those in expensive
housing markets like Los Angeles, Boston
and Seattle.

That was then. While mortgage rates
remain very low by historical standards,
they’ve risen sharply over the past couple of
months, with the average rate on a 30-year
fixed-rate mortgage reaching 4.2 percent
this past week. The rate got as high as 4.32
percent a week before that, its highest level
since 2014 and well above the past year’s
average of 3.65 percent. Economists predict
that mortgage rates will continue to climb
this year, just one of the trends that suggest
that 2017 will be a more challenging year
for homebuyers.

“With higher mortgage rates, you’re
increasing the cost, challenging the budg-
ets, challenging the ability to qualify and, as
a result, likely reducing somewhat the pool
of potential buyers,” said Jonathan Smoke,
chief economist for Realtor.com.

So far, the rate increases haven’t begun
to worry Lowenstein, who is in the market
for a house with at least three bedrooms in
LA’s affluent west side. His budget: Between
$1.6 million and $1.8 million.

“We’re not priced out yet,” Lowenstein
said. “But if it goes up to 5 percent or 6 per-
cent, at some point we would be.”

Long-term mortgage rates tend to track
the yield on the 10-year US Treasury note.
The yield goes down when investors bid up
bond prices, as they did following last sum-
mer’s vote in Britain to exit the European
Union. The move sent long-term mortgage
rates tumbling as low as 3.41 percent.

The reverse happened after Election Day.
Investors bet that a Republican-controlled
White House and Congress will have a clear
path to implement policies that will drive

inflation and interest rates higher. A sell-off
in US bonds drove the yield on the 10-year
Treasury note in mid-December to the high-
est level in more than two years, and mort-
gage rates have floated higher with the tide.

But will they continue to do so?
Smoke predicts mortgage rates will

reach 4.5 percent in 2017. Other econo-
mists expect rates to remain above 4 per-
cent but not to go beyond 5 percent this
year. That range would mean mortgage
rates that would be low compared with the
past decade.

Average long-term mortgage rates were
above 6 percent during the height of the
last housing boom, and they hadn’t hit 5
percent before 2008.

So someone looking to buy a home in
the next few months doesn’t need to panic,
said Svenja Gudell, chief economist at
Zillow, a real estate information company.

“My advice to buyers would be to not
freak out and feel a sense of urgency,” she
said. “If you aren’t able to buy a house at 4.5
percent, you probably weren’t able to buy a
house at 4 percent.”

The stakes are a bit higher for buyers in
expensive markets, where housing can eat
up a much larger share of household
income. If mortgage rates continue to climb,
there are moves that would-be homebuyers
can make to better offset some of the high-
er borrowing costs.

Consider lowering the interest rate by
paying a fee to the lender up front, some-
thing known as buying down the interest
rate. Or go with an adjustable-rate mort-
gage, which has a low fixed rate for a few
years, typically five or 10, then adjusts to a
higher rate.

Another move: Ask the seller to pay the
buyer’s closing costs. That can free up more
cash for buyers to manage the higher bor-
rowing costs. Higher mortgage rates could
have one silver lining: As some buyers are
priced out, sellers may have to be more flex-
ible on prices. Over time, that could help
stem home prices. Low inventory and
strong demand helped increase prices in
2016 at the fastest pace in 10 years, accord-
ing to an analysis by Zillow. The company
predicts that U.S. prices will increase about 3
percent on average in 2017, down from a
gain of about 6.5 percent last year. —AP

For 2017, many see higher US
mortgage rates, home prices 

CORAL GABLES: A house is for sale in Coral Gables, Fla. Economists predict mortgage
rates will continue to climb next year, just one of the trends that suggest 2017 could
be a more challenging year for homebuyers. —AP 

Mexicans protest 
gasoline price hikes

MEXICO CITY: Mexicans angry over a spike in gasoline prices
took to the streets of Mexico City on Saturday after days of
protests spurred looting in hundreds of stores, resulting in
over a thousand arrests in Latin America’s second-largest
economy. Mexico’s government hiked gasoline costs by 14 to
20 percent earlier this month, fueling outrage among
Mexicans already facing rising inflation and adding to a long
list of headaches besetting President Enrique Pena Nieto. The
hike is part of a gradual, year-long price liberalization the
Pena Nieto administration has promised to implement this
year. But the government’s many efforts to justify the hike
have fallen on deaf ears.

“No to the gasoline price hike, Pena out,” protesters yelled
as they marched from Mexico City’s center to the Presidential
residence. While there were no reports of violence in Mexico
City on Saturday, the backlash has been far from peaceful.

Mexican authorities on Friday reported over 1,500 arrests
since the protests began when price hikes kicked in on Jan 1.
Mexican retail association ANTAD said on Friday that 423
stores were sacked, nearly half in the central state of Mexico,
near the capital. Local media reported marches on Saturday
in the Mexican states of Sonora, Chiapas, Guerrero, Jalisco,
Tabasco and Puebla as well. — Reuters

DUBAI: Dubai’s DAMAC Properties expects
to maintain its 25 percent cash dividend
policy for 2016 despite profit declines in
the first three quarters, its group chief
financial officer said yesterday.

The developer’s board set a minimum
25 percent cash dividend target in 2014 for
the following two years. The board fol-
lowed the recommendation in 2015, how-
ever, is yet to announce a dividend for
2016. “There is no reason to speculate we
will not adhere to this,” Adil Taqi told
Reuters at DAMAC’s headquarters in Dubai,
adding that it would be unlikely to be more
than the target and would require regula-
tory approval.

Profit at DAMAC, which is building a $6
billion golf complex with Donald Trump,
fell 23 percent to 2.84 billion dirhams
($773.23 million) in the nine months to
September, according to Reuters calcula-
tions. Dubai’s property market, where
DAMAC’s business is concentrated, has
softened over the past two years as buyers

became more cautious amid weaker oil
prices and cuts to regional government
spending. The market is likely to move
“sideways” in 2017 compared with 2016,
when the company expects to reach
around 7 billion dirhams in sales, Taqi said.

“I don’t envisage huge growth.” The
majority of buyers in 2017 will continue to
be from the Gulf Arab region, wider Middle
East and India, sales to Chinese investors
look set to grow though Western Europe
“might not be so important” due to a weak
pound, he added.

DAMAC expects Dubai’s market to
rebound in the “second or third quarter of
2019” in the lead up to the Expo 2020
world’s fair the emirate is set to host. “I
think this will be phenomenal for Dubai,”
Taqi said. He also said DAMAC was consid-
ering its options for refinancing debt
maturing over the next two years, includ-
ing a $100 million sukuk in March, of which
it has already paid off $25 million, and $650
million sukuk in 2019. — Reuters 

DAMAC Properties expects to
maintain 25% dividend: CFO
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LONDON: US and Chinese data and an expected
news conference by US President-elect Donald
Trump in the coming week may shed some light
on the state of the world’s two biggest
economies - and the outlook for relations
between them.

Trump, who takes office on Jan. 20, has said
he will hold a news conference on Wednesday. It
will be his first since winning the November
election, although he has been outspoken on
Twitter.

Investors will welcome any insights he may
give on his policies regarding China as well as
the domestic economy. “This occasion could be
an opportunity for Trump to highlight key priori-

ties, with markets especially alert to details
regarding tax reform, infrastructure spending
plans and his China trade stance,” Standard
Chartered said in a weekly note to investors.

Some analysts are concerned about the
broad economic and political impacts of Trump’s
relations with the rest of the world. “Trump’s
plans for trade and foreign policy in particular
are fraught with considerable threats to the real
economy,” Commerzbank currency strategist
Thu Lan Nguyen wrote, suggesting a trade war
with China or Mexico may do the US economy
more harm than good.

On the US domestic front, expectations of
heavy spending under Trump to create jobs in

the Rust Belt states that swung the election his
way have helped lift consumer sentiment to
multi-year highs and driven up Treasury yields in
a burst of “Trumpflation.”

One gauge of that sentiment will be US retail
sales data for December due on Friday. They are
expected to show a 0.7 percent rise from the
previous month, according to a Reuters poll of
economists. Another will be the University of
Michigan consumer sentiment index, also  out
on Friday, which economists polled by Reuters
expect to come in at 98.5, the highest reading
since early 2004.

As 2017 progresses, some economists see US
wage growth and tax cuts outweighing the

impact of higher interest rates and oil
prices to keep shoppers driving the econo-
my forward.

“Higher interest rates and rising gasoline
prices will be headwinds for the consumer
sector, but solid labor income and the
prospects for personal tax cuts will eventu-
ally support decent consumption growth,”
Credit Suisse said in a weekly report.

China burning dollars
In a reflection of the prolonged weak-

ness of China’s yuan, data on Saturday
showed Beijing’s forex reserves dwindled to
just above $3 trillion in December - the
lowest level in nearly six years. While the
yuan has soared in recent days, helping

create a liquidity squeeze in Hong Kong, a
Reuters poll showed it is expected to slide
at least 4 percent more this year, hurt by fis-
cal stimulus and faster interest rate hikes in
the United States. “It remains to be seen
whether tightening yuan liquidity condi-
tions in Hong Kong and reports of capital
controls being introduced will be sufficient
to halt the slide” in the yuan, analysts at
Investec said in a weekly note to clients.

Another fear for investors may be
whether the prolonged slide of the yuan

sets off a vicious cycle of more outflows,
currency depreciation and rising inflation,
on which China issues December data on
Tuesday. Adding to China’s problems,
Trump has vowed repeatedly to label
Beijing a currency manipulator, a move that
would heighten tensions between the two
major trading nations.

Brexit blues
The fall in sterling since Britain voted to

leave the European Union has so far failed
to boost British industrial production, a
poor sign for overall economic growth in
the last quarter of 2016.

Manufacturing and broader industrial
output data due on Wednesday are expect-
ed to show a rebound in November from a
sharp contraction in October, although the
rise may not be enough to have a positive
effect on fourth-quarter GDP data due out
at the end of January. “We tend to the view
that the manufacturing sector probably
expanded only very modestly in Q4.
However this is unlikely to be the case for
industrial production, where a second suc-
cessive quarterly decline appears virtually
inevitable,” Investec chief economist Philip
Shaw said in a note. — Reuters 

Investors all ears as Trump set to break silence
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NBK MONEY MARKETS REPORT
KUWAIT:  We take the opportunity to
wish you a prosperous New Year 2017
full of health and happiness. Before we
dive into our weekly coverage and
markets expectations for 2017, we can-
not but turn our attention to the latest
events in Asia.

The beginning of the year saw
major fireworks in the currency mar-
kets from China where the offshore
Renminbi rallied almost 2.8 percent the
most on record after reaching almost
seven to the Dollar. Having weakened
6.20 percent last year, the PBoC inter-
vened this week by moving to
strengthen the fixing in the onshore
currency by the most since 2005 or
since the Renminbi was de-pegged
from the US Dollar. The catalyst for that
earlier surge appears to be the crack-
down by the PBoC on capital outflows
at the end of last year. In addition, we
saw lending rates in Hong Kong surg-
ing in recent days to reach extreme lev-
els of 61 percent Friday morning and
the second highest level on record in a
thin liquidity environment, which
helped exacerbate the moves.

Back to the macro environment, the
major events of the end of 2016 all
leaned towards a strong US Dollar
environment. Whether the Fed deliver-
ing the rate hike; the negative
response from the Italian referendum
and last but not least the potential new
US policies, the stars were aligned for a
strong USD going into the yearend and
the beginning of 2017.

In parallel, the last meeting of the
FOMC took interest rates up by 25 bps
and the ‘dot plot’ projections for 2017
showed three further rate hikes in 2017
up from the two hikes anticipated in
September. The FOMC’s statement also
acknowledged the strengthening eco-
nomic activity and mentioned that
measures of inflation compensation
have moved up considerably even if
remain low. The median forecast for US
2017 GDP growth was revised up to 2.1
percent, from 2.0 percent, while the
unemployment rate forecast was
revised down a small amount to 4.5
percent, from 4.6 percent. 

This week, minutes of that FOMC
meeting indicated that the Committee
“emphasized their considerable uncer-
tainty about the timing, size, and com-
position of any future fiscal and other
economic policy initiatives as well as
about how those polices might affect
aggregate demand and supply. The
tone was generally upbeat, but it did
not contain any more additional hawk-
ish hints since the release of the three-
2017 rate hike Fed Funds dot plot. The
view of the Committee still looks for a
gradual tightening path going forward,
with risks being broadly balanced
although almost all of the members
acknowledged upside risks to their US
macro outlook. About half of the
FOMC members have used more
expansionary fiscal assumptions since
Trump was elected, which may be at
risk of a reality-check adjustment. On
the other hand, some members cited
caveats like a strong USD for the Fed to
keep embracing a cautious stance,
although this is a warning the market
has been used to hearing since the Fed

embarked on its tightening path. Yet,
the dollar appreciation was viewed as a
partial counterbalance to the upside
fiscal policy risks, and the dollar was
also mentioned as a factor limiting
upside inflation risks. Overall, the dis-
cussion of the inflation outlook wasn’t
a major point as per the minutes.

Moving on, during the last few
years, the relationship between foreign
exchange rates and interest rate differ-
entials between currencies has provid-
ed the most accurate expectations
when it comes to currencies move-
ments. After ending 2016 with a bang
following the dramatic move higher in
US real yields relative to those else-
where, markets have entered the New
Year questioning the large US Dollar
move post Trump election. Indeed,
unlike the big expectations going into
the recent US presidential election,
2017 starts with a reality check where
markets start to wonder whether the
Trump administration is going to be
constrained by the realities of what’s
happening domestically in Washington
and geopolitically around the world. 

In summary, despite all uncertain-
ties, it is important to note that in the
next ten days, we enter the honey-
moon phase of the new president
whereby historical standards, the new
president is perceived to be good for
business confidence and will be good
for the economy through policies that
aim to lower taxes, increase spending,
and reduce regulation.

Back to the foreign exchange front,
the Euro remains under pressure hov-
ering close to the lows of 2016. The
end of the 2016 saw the ECB confusing
markets by announcing a Ä20 billion
reduction in asset purchases to Ä60 bil-
lion a month from April 2017 though at
the same time extending the program
to December 2017. Despite tapering
the program, the council was able to
deliver a dovish tone to keep the pres-
sure on the currency and broadened
the pool of eligible public assets by
lowering the minimum remaining
maturity from two to one year. 

Despite the political risks in Europe
being on the rise, the latest inflation
figures are likely to give the ECB poten-
tial ammunition to further taper their
QE program later on in the second
quarter if economic data continue to
come on the strong side. For now, the
year starts with interest rates differen-
tials remain in favor of the US dollar, as
we are likely to see a continuation of
the same pressure build up. 

2016 being the year of GBP weak-
ness as the UK voted to leave the EU
and the Bank of England launched a
fresh QE purchase program, the first
quarter of 2017 should see a contin-
uation of a relatively low confidence
as investors remain in a wait ing
mode even with an absence of nega-
tive news. 

On the commodities front; after
recent strong gains, gold prices retraced
by the end of the week weighed down
by mixed US jobs data. Moreover with US
equity markets hitting record high this
week in the wake of the jobs release, the
broad-based shift to risk-on investments
undercut gold’s performance.

Operating under a cloud of uncertainty 
This week’s FOMC minutes reiterat-

ed Yellen’s post-meeting statement last
month where she said that the Fed is
“operating under a cloud of uncertain-
ty at the moment”. The minutes also
revealed a shift of the debates to the
potential new administration policies.
According to the minutes, “almost all”
officials made mention of upside risks
to their growth forecasts as a result of
prospects for more expansionary fiscal
policies while interestingly “about half”
of the Fed officials incorporated fiscal
policy into their forecasts. 

Moreover, the minutes acknowl-
edged that “participants emphasized
their considerable uncertainty about
the timing, size and composition of any
future fiscal and other economic policy
initiatives as well as about how those
policies might affect aggregate
demand and supply”. Officials also
acknowledged that this “made it more
challenging to communicate to the
public about the likely path of the fed-
eral funds rate”. The minutes also
acknowledged that the staff’s forecasts
for higher real GDP growth over the
next few years “were substantially
counterbalanced by the restraint from
the higher assumed paths for longer-

term interest rates and the foreign
exchange value of the dollar”. 

On a different front, San Francisco
Federal Reserve President John
Williams said that “more fiscal stimu-
lus will have a modest effect on eco-
nomic growth over the next couple of
years”. Though Williams said he raised
his predictions for fiscal stimulus
under a Trump presidency, however
his growth predictions remain lower
than the major estimates. “My view, in
terms of the demographic and pro-
ductivity trends that we’ve been see-
ing for the last decade or so is that
growth is likely to be 1.5 to 1.75 per-
cent “ Williams said.

US data continue to support economy 
US auto sales rose for a seventh

straight year in 2016, exceeding
the2015 number. In December, sales
rose at an annual rate of 18.4 million
beyond economists’ forecast for 17.7
million. The gain in December pushed
the pace of sales last year up by 0.3
percent to a record 17.54 million cars
and light trucks. Automakers sold 17.4

million vehicles in 2015. Sales last year
were driven by lower gas prices, the
high average vehicle age for cars on
the road, easy credit, and incentives
for buyers. Moreover, with interest
rates on the rise the first time in
almost 9 years, consumers rushed to
take advantage of advantageous
financing rates.

While this week’s ADP data may
have come in slightly disappointing,
data out of the services sector was
more upbeat. The services PMI was
revised up at the final count to 53.9 in
December from the earlier 53.4 flash
reading. Meanwhile the ISM non-man-
ufacturing print came in at 57.2 which,
while unchanged versus November,
was still better than the 56.8 expected.
New orders component ticked up to
61.6 from 57.0. The remaining data was
the latest weekly initial jobless reading
which saw claims fall steeply to 235k
from 263k. 

Nonfarm payroll 
December nonfarm payrolls rose

156,000, below expectations of
175,000, however the weakness was
offset by gains in earnings. Average
hourly earnings rose 0.4 percent
against expectations of 0.3 percent

and rebounding after the 0.1 percent
drop in November. The year-on-year
increase in average wages reached 2.9
percent, the highest since 2009.  With
Unemployment rate on the other hand
rising to 4.7 percent from 4.6 percent,
the current unemployment rate sits at
the lower end of the Federal Reserve’s
4.7 percent to 5.0 percent natural rate
of unemployment. A continued decline
in unemployment should persuade the
FOMC that a gradual path of monetary
tightening is still appropriate

Reflation theme 
With Eurozone Flash CPI climbing

above 1 percent for the first time
since 2013, the reflation theme is
well and truly alive in Europe. Indeed,
the latest data showed this week that
estimate of headline CPI had risen
more than expected in December
after coming at +1.1 percent against
expectations of 1.0 percent from +0.6
percent in November. The data put
headline inflation at the highest level
since September 2013 and encourag-
ingly while higher energy prices led,

the increase was actually relatively
broad based. 

Moreover, PMI data were also out
this week with the final composite PMI
for the Euro area in December was
revised up to 54.4 from 53.9 after the
services reading was revised up 0.6 pts
to 53.7. That is the highest PMI reading
since 2011, just beating the 54.3 seen
in August and December 2015. A num-
ber of the sub-indices at the same time
including the composite input and
output prices and new orders, were
confirmed at new cyclical highs. Across
countries the news was broadly posi-
tive across the EMU countries while
Italy was the relative disappointment
with the composite down 0.5 pts to
52.9, although this came after a 2.2
point rise in November. 

Germany to the ECB: Time to End QE
The head of the German Ifo

Institute said in an interview this week
that the ECB should end QE should the
pick-up in inflation witnessed in
Germany also be seen elsewhere in the
Eurozone. In this case “there would
then be no further justification for a
continuation of purchases. The jump in
inflation is a signal for the ECB to exit
its expansive monetary policy” he said.

According to Bank of England Chief
Economist Andy Haldane, UK con-
sumers could cut on spending as infla-
tion accelerates in 2017. “This year
might be a somewhat more difficult
year for the consumer,” Haldane said
this week. “We’ve had a hefty fall in the
exchange rate, the effects of which on
prices in the shops is beginning to
trickle through. That will in turn pro-
duce something of a squeeze on the
spending power of consumers, and
may lead them to throttle back some-
what in their spending plans.”

Since Britain’s vote to leave the
European Union in June, Households
have kept up spending fueled by
increased borrowing. That turned into
stronger economic growth than many
anticipated in the second half of 2016,
though the BOE sees slower expansion
this year.

For a while, the Sterling Pound has
been trapped between valuation
attractiveness and the Brexit uncer-
tainty. Although the latest economic
data remain supportive and real yields
in the negative due to the high infla-
tion resulting from the rapid deprecia-
tion of the currency, investors remain
on the sideline when it comes to tak-
ing a view on the state of the country.

The positive news is that 2016 has
ended on an upbeat political stance
allowing the Pound to recover after the
parliament backed a motion calling on
the government to set out its Brexit
plan and activate Article 50 before the
end of the first quarter of 2017. The
vote marked the first time that MPs
have endorsed May’s Brexit timetable
signaling an end to the clash between
the government and the MPs. 

Now that the overly negative senti-
ment has lost momentum, Sterling
volatility has fallen but remains rela-
tively high while Prime Minister May
has shown recently a more resilient
stance aimed to reduce the uncertain-

ty felt in the business community and
could potentially signal a soft Brexit
form the European Union.  In summa-
ry, the latest events of 2016 whether
on the European front with the Italian
referendum or the political transition
of the US presidency, have put the
“Brexit” on the back burner for now.
Regardless, UK business and political
uncertainties remain high and aren’t
likely to dissipate in anticipation of a
potential loss of EMU market access. In
addition, Brexit negotiations are likely
to take a long time to unfold, making
it difficult for investors to turn positive
on the currency. 

Devaluation 
According to the forecasting

department at State Information
Center (SIC), China’s economic growth
could slow to 6.5 percent this year
from about 6.7 percent in 2016, while
suggesting a one-off devaluation
could help stabilize the yuan currency.
Moreover, the momentum from new
technology would continue to stimu-
late economic growth but could not
stop the broader slowing trend.
Industrial output could grow 5.9 per-
cent this year, down from an estimated
6.1 percent in 2016, it said.

In parallel,  authorities should
increase the role of the market in for-
mation of the yuan exchange rate,
increase the currency’s flexibility “and
even conduct a one-off devaluation
of the renminbi, and thereby main-
tain renminbi stability at a balanced
level,” it said.

China’s last one-off currency deval-
uation in August 2015, shocked mar-
kets and was widely negatively viewed
by the market. With the Yuan almost
reaching the 7 level against the USD
and capital outflows steadily eroding
China’s forex reserves, analysts ‘have
discussed the possibility of a second
devaluation, but there has been little
indication that policymakers were
considering such a move.

Kuroda confident 
Japan’s services sector expanded in

December to a seasonally adjusted
52.3 in December from 51.8 in
November. The index remained above
the 50 threshold that separates expan-
sion from contraction for the third
consecutive month, and rose to its
highest since January 2016. New busi-
ness expanded at the fastest rate since
July 2015. December was the fifth
straight month in which new business
increased.

Moreover, Japan Manufacturing
PMI rose to 52.4 in December from
51.3 in November, recording the
highest reading since December
2015. Bank of Japan Governor Kuroda
reacted by saying the economy is at a
critical point to end deflation and
that he is more confident will make
progress in 2017 on deflation. He
added that the BoJ will continue its
easing program. 

Kuwait
Kuwaiti dinar at 0.30585
The USDKWD opened at 0.30585

yesterday morning.

China forex fireworks spook markets

LAGOS: With frozen cranes, deserted con-
struction sites and empty buildings, Lagos is
suffering a hangover from a construction
binge as Nigeria wrestles to overcome a
damaging recession. Look no further than
Eko Atlantic, billed as the largest real estate
project in Africa, where frenetic construction
has slowed to a snail’s pace.

Dubbed the “Dubai of Africa”, the so-
called city within a city is being built over 10
square kilometres (four square miles) on
tonnes of sand dredged from the Atlantic
Ocean off the coast. Just one year ago, it was
a symbol of the promise of Lagos, when
Nigeria was still the continent’s number one
economy.  But today it is mostly an expanse
of sand, interrupted by two lonely ultra-
modern skyscrapers and a couple of roads
lined with young palm trees.  It’s a humble
start. In the long term, the island is expected
to house nearly 500,000 people and see
300,000 others visit daily when it is finished
in the next 15 to 20 years.  “The business
continues but there is no point in going too
fast in the context of a general slowdown,”
said Pierre Edde, development director at
South Energyx, a subsidiary of developers,
the Chagoury group. 

The first phase of the billion-dollar proj-
ect is underway, with the construction of a
dam to follow. Edde said some 80 percent of
the plots for sale had already been bought
but investors were still wary and “waiting for
positive signals to get started” on building
construction, he said.

Construction freeze 
Falling global oil prices and repeated

attacks on crude infrastructure in Nigeria’s
south severely hit the country’s economy in
2016, hammering the naira currency against
the dollar. Nigeria, which gets over 70 per-
cent of its revenue from oil, is now suffering
from a debilitating shortage of foreign
exchange, hitting imports and overseas
investment.  “Perhaps the greatest constraint
for businesses operating in Nigeria at the
moment has been the inability to access for-
eign currency, notably for importation of

goods, and repatriation of profits”, said
Roddy Barclay, an analyst at the Africa
Practice research firm, in a November report.

The extent of the construction freeze is
difficult to assess in the absence of official
figures. But Dapo Abe, who heads an engi-
neering consulting firm in Lagos, estimated
that some 60 percent of major construction
projects-both public and private are current-
ly shut down.

“No bank wants to lend money, rent rev-
enues no longer make it possible to repay
construction costs, and there is no return on
investment,” he added. Now the real estate
market is left in an ironic situation: landlords
of up-market office blocks and apartments
are struggling to find occupants in the
wealthy suburbs of Lagos.

Yet at the same time, there is not enough
housing stock for the city’s estimated 20 mil-
lion-strong population. According to the
Federal Mortgage Bank of Nigeria, 16 million
people currently need a house in Lagos. 

Diminished ‘appetite’ 
In the past, Nigeria’s booming growth

attracted real estate developers who scram-
bled to build high-rise condominiums and
modern office blocks catered to the execu-
tive class in Lagos. Rich Nigerians and expa-
triates flocked to the neighborhoods of
Victoria Island and Ikoyi-two islands of
wealth separated from poorer Lagosians liv-
ing on the mainland by an 11 km bridge.Yet
today many of those buildings have “to rent”
spray-painted in a red scrawl on the outside
walls in a desperate bid to attract tenants.
“Companies have reduced their activities
and many expatriates have left,” says Ade
Kunle, a real estate agent. It’s unclear when
they-and the construction projects-will
come back.  “The Nigerian banking sector
will remain under pressure in 2017 and as a
result will look to limit higher risk lending
such as that to construction projects”, said
Richard Marshall, an analyst at BMI Research,
a market research firm. —AFP

Recession flatlines Lagos 
swank property projectsBy Hayder Tawfik

As we enter 2017, we can comfortably say that global eco-
nomic growth picking up cross the board. Reported accel-
eration in economic activity throughout most economies

has been noticeable since November
of last year. I believe that after years
of underestimating the severity of
the global growth slowdown, econo-
mists are now missing the strength
of this noticeable rebound. The
European Union could actually sur-
prise most in that economic growth
could increase sharply this year.  The
most recent Eurozone manufactur-
ing activity was the highest since the
start of 2014. 

Around the world, consumer confidence continues to return,
unemployment is at a seven-year low, and the slump in retail sales
that we have seen in the eurozone is seems to be coming to an
end.  Globally, inflation is clearly picking up and-based on recent
producer price readings and the recent rise in oil and commodity
prices, the underlying inflationary trend is solid. Base effects on
commodities are likely to help headline prints beat forecasts and
provide a proper inflation scare in the first half of the year. At least
for the short term there will be a rebound in headlines inflation
figures but let’s not forget that structural disinflationary pressures
from technology and demographics won’t disappear.

US election, UK Brexit and the eurozone political risk have
dominated 2016. Now investors are more alert to any new politi-
cal risks. I think for 2017, too attention will be focused on the
Eurozone as the French election campaign starts early in the year
but with European economic growth picking up, investors most
likely start discounting new political risks and focus on making
money. During this year, European investment assets may see
their risk-premium subside in anticipation of economic recovery
and normalization of corporate profitability.  As global economic
growth picks up, the era of quantitative easing and low interest
rates are drawing to a close. That could see the return of the
macro themes such as relative growth trends and diverging eco-
nomic policy.  As central banks loosen their grip, market break-
outs will have more freedom to trend and momentum players
should also be happier. All these themes will be helped by the
fact that banks globally are recovering and so liquidity, risk-
appetite and monetary policy transmission will all improve.

Two clear investment themes for 2017 are at play one rising
inflation and government-spending particular in the US under
Donald Trump. These two themes are related. Most governments
around the world will take comfort from the US new economic
policy to start spending again. This is a great excuse for some at
the same time it could easily give voters the comfort at least for

the time being.  In all likelihood, nothing much will change in
2017. However, investor’s fixation with inflation and Donald
Trump’s economic policies will push most equity indices to new
highs throughout the year.  President-elect Trump’s promise to
double US economic growth during his term in office will need to
work with established institutions to pass any of his promised
policies. Those policies will require uprooting deeply entrenched
interests. Reversing free trade and restoring jobs will be a slow
and maybe impossible task. Forcing change on complex global
supply chains and business models may be more challenging still,
especially if corporate America has any say in the matter. 

How much politicians are allowed to reignite inflation with
new economic policies might be misplaced in today’s environ-
ment. The idea is that upcoming US tax cuts and new govern-
ment spending on infrastructure, presumably financed by
deficits, will soon reverse years of stagnation. This could be done
in the US but can any other developed economies do a similar
policy is open to question. President elect Donald Trump has
promised such an agenda, and policy makers in Europe and
Japan are watching closely. For reflation to take hold on the glob-
al economy, China and Japan the second and third biggest
economies in the world need to do more to accelerate their eco-
nomic growth. Japan, which remains mired in stagnation despite
decades of such policies, shows just how hard the challenge is. A
further problem is that global reflation argument depends on
China’s economy growing much stronger than the 6 percent to 7
percent Gross Domestic Products that has been growing in the
past couple of years.  China has been supporting weakening eco-
nomic growth with unsustainable debt-fueled stimulus and man-
aged currency devaluation. China needs to do more on structural
reforms and less on debt fuelling its economy. 

Reflating the global economy can in the short term be good
for global equities but it is likely to worsen current-account imbal-
ances, disrupt and distort capital flows and lead to foreign
exchange volatility, while a stronger dollar and higher interest
rates might disadvantage some US exporters. However, a strong
US$ can only be good for the overall US economy and the rest of
the world. Some emerging economies should benefit from a
stronger US economy and a stronger US dollar.  In short, a
rebound in global economic growth and inflation will prove at
least in the short term good for investors. As long as a rebounding
inflation is kept in check by central banks and policy makers, the
financial markets will do well going forward. But if rising inflation
leads to more sell off in global bonds then this might cause cen-
tral banks to panic and aggressively tighten monetary policy. This
is something could be bad for the global financial market. 

Overall, the year has started well for the global financial mar-
ket and this could continue for the time being. Equity investors
should keep an eye for 2017-quarter one corporate result to find
out if the year is professing well and how corporate CEO’s see the
year ahead. @Rasameel 

Global outlook for 2017

LAGOS: A car drives in front of modern skyscrapers under construc-
tion at Eko Atlantic City, Lagos. With frozen cranes, deserted con-
struction sites and empty buildings, Lagos is suffering a hangover
from a construction binge as Nigeria wrestles to overcome a dam-
aging recession. —AFP
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DUBAI:  Ford, America’s truck leader,
is celebrating a major milestone as F-
Series now reigns as the top-selling
truck in the country for 40 consecu-
tive years and best-selling vehicle for
35 years. 

Ford has now sold more than 26
million F-Series trucks since January
1977. Think of it like this: That many
trucks could circle the globe more than
three times, or, lined up bumper-to-
bumper, would span 90,000-plus miles.
Ford truck leadership was established
with the sixth-generation of F-Series
for the 1977 model year, a time when
8-track tapes, disco and bell bottoms
were the rage. The company was riding
a sales wave - based on an all-new F-
150 l ight-duty pickup featuring an
improved 351-series V8 engine, stan-
dard front disc brakes, and an extend-
ed SuperCab offering.

Yet continuous innovation is at the
very core of F-Series’ success and even
with the momentum in 1977, Ford engi-
neers were already at work on a clean-
sheet design for an all-new lineup. That
seventh-generation F-Series not only set
sales records for trucks, but also by 1982
it had become the overall best-selling
vehicle in America. 

“The 1980 model was a breakthrough
generation for Ford,” said historian and
author James Wagner. “It was all new -
probably the greatest change in 40
years. It was fresh and had a strong
emotional appeal with the twin I-beam
front suspension. It seems from that
point on, things really went Ford’s way
as far as trucks were concerned.”

1997 marked the beginning of a split
for F-Series into two distinct platforms -
the 10th-generation F-150 was geared
toward light-duty truck customers,
while new F-250 and F-350 Super Duty
brand trucks debuted in 1999 targeting
heavy-duty commercial vehicle buyers.

Widening consumer needs 
Early on, Ford identified changing

consumer preferences among truck cus-
tomers who were increasingly using
their vehicle to do more than haul live-
stock and equipment; customers were
also using their trucks for their family
and lifestyle needs. Beginning with the
King Ranch in 2001, Ford was now offer-
ing luxury edition pickups that provided
a combination of capability, style and
comfort. Furthermore, models like the
Platinum and Limited series went fur-
ther, featuring leather seating, rich wood
trim, full power accessories and premi-
um sound systems. 

Ford also pioneered performance and
specialty truck segments with the spe-
cial-edition Harley-Davidson F-150 and
SVT F-150 Lightning in 1993. By 2002,
Ford was marking 25 years as best-sell-
ing truck in America and 20 years as
best-selling vehicle overall. 

“What’s made the F-Series so success-
ful is the Ford truck team’s ability to
anticipate the needs of our customers
better than anyone else - how those
needs change, what’s most important,
and what they need to move forward,”
said Todd Eckert, Ford truck group mar-
keting manager. “Their insights help us
design, engineer and build America’s
best-selling trucks.” 

For the 2004 model year, the 11th-
generation F-150 received a top-down
redesign. 2009 saw Ford charging ahead
with some of the strongest visual cues
ever for the 12th-generation F-Series. For
the 2011 model year, the company was
poised to combat skyrocketing energy
costs with introduction of the all-new
fuel-efficient 3.5-liter EcoBoost engine
for F-150.

Toughest, smartest 
On rare occasions, innovative compa-

nies forever change the game with the

introduction of a revolutionary product.
Ford’s all-new high-strength, military-
grade aluminum-alloy body for the light-
duty F-150 in 2015 was that break-
through product. Then Ford applied the
same lightweight material to make the
all-new 2017 F-Series Super Duty even
more capable than ever.

When paired with advanced power-
trains, like Ford EcoBoost engines, the F-
150 lineup offers the most hauling capa-
bility, and best-in-class gas mileage. 

Customers and critics alike appreciate
the continued innovation of Ford F-
Series trucks, with the 2017 Super Duty
winning the Motor Trend Truck of the
Year award - the seventh time in 30 years
Ford has taken home the honors.

F-Series innovations and milestones 
* 1977: Ford begins F-Series truck

leadership, selling 818,580 trucks for the
model year

* 1979: Ford introduces the Built Ford
Tough brand promise

1980: All-new seventh-generation F-
Series features efficient gas and diesel V8
engines, new angular design, improved
interior features; twin-traction-beam
four-wheel-drive front suspension intro-
duced

* 1984: F-150 replaces F-100 as base
F-Series truck, adding improved safety
features and new center console; option-
al CD player comes a year later

* 1987: Eighth-generation F-Series
features a more aerodynamic design,
available electronic fuel injection,
redesigned interior including instrument
panel, and rear antilock brakes

* 1998: Super Duty brand of medium-
duty trucks debuts for commercial cus-
tomers and aligns the popular F-150 line
for light-duty customers

* 2001: Luxury King Ranch is an
unprecedented success

* 2002: Ford, celebrating 25 years as

best-selling truck in America and 20
years as best-selling vehicle overall,
introduces Ford-engineered, Ford-built
6.7-liter Power Stroke(r) turbo diesel
engine

* 2008:  Ford introduces al l -new
Class 3-leading F-450 pickup, once
again raising the bar for maximum
towing capacity

* 2011: Powerful, efficient EcoBoost
engine technology introduced for F-150 

* 2015: Ford shifts production away
from steel to high-strength, military-
grade, aluminum-alloy body for F-150;

introduces all-new technology, including
360-degree camera 

* 2016: New Pro Trailer Backup Assist
helps make backing up a trailer as easy
as turning a knob; plus F-150 is only full-
size pickup to earn a five-star rating from
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration and a Top Safety Pick
from Insurance Institute for Highway
Safety

* 2017: Ford celebrates F-Series lead-
ership, marking 40 years with the best-
selling truck in America and the best-
selling vehicle overall for 35 years.

Ford F-Series America’s best-selling truck for 40 years in a row

CHENNAI: Fresh from the success
of opening two new showrooms in
the USA, the world’s favorite jewel-
er continues its expansion plans
with a new showroom opening in
Chromepet, Tamil Nadu. This is the
first of several more openings
planned by Joyalukkas for 2017. 

The Joyalukkas Chromepet,
Chennai, Tamil Nadu showroom
was inaugurated on January 7,

2017 by film actor Prashanth in the
presence of film actor Thiagarajan,
Joy Alukkas (CMD, Joyalukkas
Group), Dr Nalli Kuppuswamy (Nalli
Silks),  Aniyan George (KCCNA
President), P D Jose (Executive
Director, Joyalukkas), P D Francis
(DGM-Retail, Joyalukkas) and  Shaju
KR (Regional Manager, Joyalukkas).

“ We are overjoyed that our
goals to expand rapidly across the

USA, India, the GCC and new desti-
nations are underway as sched-
uled. This newly opened show-
room in Chromepet is our nine-
teenth in Tamil Nadu and is just the
perfect start to the Group’s 2017,”
says Joy Alukkas, Joyalukkas Group
Chairman & MD. “ We have big
plans to enhance the shopping
experience customers enjoy at
Joyalukkas and we intend to sur-

prise everyone with better offer-
ings and even better service, start-
ing here in Chromepet. We hope
that the people of Tamil Nadu con-
tinue to support us with their
patronage as they have through
the years.” 

The showroom will feature the
brand’s signature bright and spa-
cious interiors showcasing the jew-
ellery collections’ world-class
craftsmanship, as well as the high
quality of service Joyalukkas is
known for in all its locations.

Joyalukkas Group is a multi-bil-
lion dollar global conglomerate
with varied business interests. The
group operates its various business
operations across UAE, Saudi
Arabia, Bahrain, Oman, Kuwait,
Qatar,  Singapore, Malaysia,
London, USA and India. The group
businesses include jewellery, mon-
ey exchange, fashion & textiles, lux-
ury air charters, malls and realty.
Joyalukkas employs over 8,000
professionals across the world, and
is one of the most awarded and
recognized jewellery retail chains
in the world.

Joyalukkas inaugurates new 

showroom in Chromepet

KUWAIT: Commercial Bank of Kuwait held
the Al Najma Account daily draw yesterday.

The draw was held under the supervi-
sion of the Ministry of Commerce &
Industry represented by Abdulaziz
Ashkanani.

The winners of the Al Najma Daily Draw
are:

Salim Ibdah Al Ajmi— KD 7000, Zeyad
Abdullah Al-Kandri — KD 7000, Mariam
Abdullah Qasem Redha — KD 7000,
Mohammad Ali Raza Mohammad Amen —
KD 7000. 

Al Najma awards are now brighter and
bigger than ever With the revamped Al
Najma account, all your dreams will be
turned to reality. On top of offering the
highest daily prize in Kuwait for KD 7,000,
now our Mega prize draws got bigger to
reach KD 250,000.

The new prizes scheme for AlNajma
account

Daily draw to win KD 7000

Quarterly draws to win great prizes that
would start from KD 100,000 to KD 250,000

1ST QUARTER — KD 100 000, 2ND
QUARTER— KD 150 000, 3RD QUARTER—
KD 200 000, 4TH QUARTER— KD 250 000. 

With Al Najma you have more chances
to win greater prizes

* Each KD 25 kept in your account gives
you one chance to win 

* Each KD 25 kept in your account for
one week will give you a chance to enter
the daily draw.

* Each KD 25 kept in your account for 3
months will give you chance to enter the
quarterly draw. 

Additional features
* ATM card
* Issue a credit card against your

account
* Obtain all CBK banking services
You deserve to win! Open an account

now with just KD 500 and you will enter all
draws.

Al Tijari announces winners 

of Al-Najma Account draw

AUB announces 

winners of Al-Hassad 

saving program

KUWAIT: Ahli United Bank held its weekly draw of Al-Hassad
Islamic Saving program January 04 2017. This program offers
the biggest prize amount to the largest number of winners.
The prize program succeeded in becoming the first prize
account in Kuwait compliant with the Islamic Shari’a principles.
The program has been developed to fulfil the needs of the
Bank customers and increase their opportunities in winning
sizeable and attractive prizes in addition to enjoying the latest
banking advantages that Ahli United Bank provides.

On this occasion, the bank issued the following press
release: Al Hassad Islamic Saving program offers the highest
amounts of prizes which amount to KD 3.4 million per year.
This Program also offers 26 weekly prizes, with the highest
number of weekly winners. The Islamic Hassad Saving Account
may be opened by the lowest amount to open an account,
which is KD 100.

The winner of the weekly grand prize in the amount of KD
25,000 is: Salem A M Hamadah. 

The winners of the KD 1,000 prize each:  Abdulaziz
Mohammad Al-Ajmi, Raed Mohammad Saud Al Shayji, Ronald
Geniza Lumio,  Waleed Mohammad Eissa,  Najibah F Al Bather,
Fahad Ali Ahmad,  Humoud Mohammad Al Mehjan,  Esam H A
Ismail,  Ali Zaid Al Sanea,   Abdullah Ibrahim Al Failakawi, Saleh
Salman Mohammad Al Failakawi, Saad Abdullateef Al Dosari,
Ahmad Hazzaa Al Enezi, Thuraya Mostafa Al Hareeri,  Musaed
Dawood, Mohammad Khaled Al Othman,  Yousef Ahmad Al-
Mailam ,  Huda Abdulrahman Al Abdulraheem, Ahmed
Mansoor Maki, Mohammed Al Tajer, Majeed Ali Yousif,
Mohamed Aqeel Yusuf,  Janet Paton Langley, GPIC, Khalil
Abdulla Jasim.  The prize program of “Al-Hassad Islamic Saving”
from Ahli United Bank offers a weekly grand prize worth KD
25,000 in addition to 25 weekly prizes worth a total of KD
25,000 distributed to 25 prizes, KD 1,000 for each winner.

In addition, prizes of Al-Hassad Islamic saving program
from Ahli United Bank offer 4 quarterly grand prizes
announced in quarterly draws. Each is a “Salary for Life” prize
which is worth KD 250,000. 

In general, Ahli United Bank continues to offer innovative
tools and means to meet the needs of its customers to match
the Bank’s long history of distinctive services which extend
over 74 years during which the Bank managed to take the lead
among local banks. For further information about “Al-Hassad
Islamic Saving” account , customers may call at any Ahli United
Bank branch, or call: “Hayakom” service at Tel.: 181 2000.

KUWAIT: Burgan Bank announced yesterday
the names of the lucky winners of its Yawmi
account draw, each taking home a prize of KD
5,000.

The lucky winners for the daily draws took
home a cash-prize of KD 5,000 each, and they are: 

1. Tariq Waled Abdullah Mandani
2. Joud Mohammad Jawad Dashti
3. Rayan Noel Buist
4. Ali Faraj Abdullah Alkhudairi
In addition to the daily draw, Burgan Bank

also offers a quarterly draw with more chances
to win higher rewards, entitling one lucky cus-
tomer to win KD 125,000 every three months.
The Yawmi Account offers daily and quarterly
draws, the quarterly draw requires customers to
maintain a minimum amount of KD 500 in their
account for two months prior to draw date.
Additionally, every KD 10 in the account, will
entitle customers to one chance of winning.  If
the account balance is KD 500 and above, the
account holder will be qualified for both the
quarterly and daily draws.  

Burgan Bank encourages everyone to open
a Yawmi account and/or increase their deposit
to maximize their chances to becoming a win-
ner. The more customers deposit, the higher the
chances they receive of winning.

For more information on opening a Yawmi
account or about the new quarterly draw, cus-
tomers are urged to visit their nearest Burgan
Bank branch and receive all the details, or sim-
ply call the bank’s Call Center at 1804080 where
customer service representatives will be
delighted to assist with any questions on the
Yawmi account or any of the bank’s products
and services. Customers can also log on to
Burgan Bank’s www.burgan.com for further
information. 

Established in 1977, Burgan Bank is the
youngest commercial Bank and second largest
by assets in Kuwait, with a significant focus on
the corporate and financial institutions sectors,

as well as having a growing retail, and private
bank customer base. Burgan Bank has majority
owned subsidiaries in the MENAT region sup-
ported by one of the largest regional branch
networks.

The Bank has continuously improved its per-
formance over the years through an expanded
revenue structure, diversified funding sources,
and a strong capital base. The adoption of state-
of-the-art services and technology has posi-
tioned it as a trendsetter in the domestic market
and within the MENA region. Burgan Bank’s
brand has been created on a foundation of real

values - of trust, commitment, excellence and
progression, to remind us of the high standards
to which we aspire. ‘People come first’ is the
foundation on which its products and services
are developed.

The bank was re-certified with the presti-
gious ISO 9001:2008, making it the first bank in
the GCC, and the only bank in Kuwait to receive
such accreditation for the third consecutive
year. The Bank also has to its credit the distinc-
tion of being the only Bank in Kuwait to have
won the JP Morgan Chase Quality Recognition
Award for twelve consecutive years.  

Burgan Bank, a subsidiary of KIPCO (Kuwait
Projects Company), is a strongly positioned
regional Bank in the MENA region. 

KUWAIT: Malabar Gold & Diamonds’ the promi-
nent global jewellery retailer is currently run-
ning their 6th edition of ‘Malabar Gold &
Diamonds Festival’ in Kuwait until 14th January,
2017. During this campaign, Malabar Gold &
Diamonds showcases the latest collection of
gold, diamond & precious gems jewellery in
their outlets, to celebrate this festive period. 

This much-awaited festival is one of the
biggest jewellery events in GCC and the cus-
tomers get unique opportunities to win a total
of 300,000 gold coins. Presently, customers have
already won over 180,000 gold coins during the
campaign. Customers continue winning big
across all the outlets of Malabar Gold &
Diamonds in Kuwait. 

A true shopper’s delight, Malabar Gold &
Diamonds Festival will captivate the customers
by exhibiting eye catching designs in gold, dia-
monds, platinum, and precious gems from dif-
ferent parts of the world to flaunt any occasion
or event and are well priced too. The festival
stands apart from the usual jewellery exhibi-
tions and promotions and as the tag line indi-
cates- ‘Everyone Wins’, i.e. every customer gets a
chance to be a winner during this festival. 

Customers can win a guaranteed gold coin
or up to 100 gold coins instantly on purchase of
gold jewellery worth KWD 200 via Scratch N
Win coupons. With every diamond jewellery

purchase worth KWD 250, customers get a free
1 gram gold coin. Furthermore, customers can
avail the zero deduction offer on 22K (GCC) old
gold jewellery exchange as well.  All the above-
mentioned offers are valid until 14th Jan 2017.

To add more glitter to this season, they have
also unveiled the latest collection of jewellery in
gold, diamonds and precious gems to suit the
tastes of their multicultural and multinational
customers. Malabar Gold & Diamonds has incor-
porated these designs as a part of various
brands presented at Malabar Gold & Diamonds’
namely Ethnix - Handcrafted Designer
Jewellery, Era - Uncut Diamond Jewellery, Mine
- Diamonds Unlimited, Divine- Indian Heritage
Jewellery, Precia - Gem Jewellery and Starlet -
Kids jewellery.  The last five editions of ‘Malabar
Gold & Diamonds Festival’ elicited tremendous
response from the jewellery lovers. This time
also the customers are excited to be a part of
this much awaited festival to witness the rarest
collection of jewellery from across the world
and to avail fabulous offers. Malabar Gold &
Diamonds has always been at the forefront in
gold jewellery manufacturing, wholesaling and
retailing and plans on being the ‘most- pre-
ferred’ jewellery retailer in the market in the
coming years. The group strives to continue
embarking on its journey by further expanding
in the near future.

Burgan Bank announces 

winners of Yawmi account
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By  Khaled Talaat 

The debate between investing in pub-
lic or private cloud systems may be
coming to an end as businesses in

Middle East realize there’s a much easier
model to digital transformation. 

In a rapidly changing market where one
third of the top 20 companies face disrup-
tion from digital competitors, businesses
must constantly speed up innovation,
deliver exceptional customer experience,
and transform their business models.
Eighty percent of businesses are leveraging
cloud as a key ingredient to do just that.
However, the questions about data securi-
ty, integrity and where the actual data is
held continue to be a barrier to adoption
for many businesses in the Middle East
region.  As organizations in the Middle East
are under constant pressure to increase
productivity while reducing costs, the
migration of business platforms and appli-
cations to the cloud is clearly a matter of
when, not if.

What was not so obvious over the last 1-

2 years is just how big of a focus the cloud
would become.  While businesses had a
choice between public cloud services-with
a lower CAPEX but less direct control-and
private cloud setups in which they had
more secure and customizable services
albeit with higher investment up front.
CIOs in the Middle East also faced a dilem-
ma when choosing a cloud environment
that not only meets existing needs but one
that will future-proof IT investments as
their business needs continue to evolve.

Forward-thinking businesses are already
looking at how cloud adoption will
enhance innovation rather than just cost
benefit alone. According to
MarketsandMarkets, the hybrid cloud mar-
ket in the MEA region is expected to expe-
rience huge growth in the coming five
years due to improved application func-
tionality and enhanced technologies. It is
expected to grow from $2.13 billion in
2016 to $6.69 billion by 2021, at a CAGR of
25.8 percent from 2016 to 2021. 

According to IBM, 85 percent of business
leaders believe that hybrid cloud is acceler-
ating digital transformation, with hybrid
cloud growing faster than the public cloud.
The hybrid model allows customers to inte-
grate rather than migrate, extending cur-
rent investments to extract value.

Reduced complexity 
Enterprises large and small are now

exploring several different cloud models as
they assess current and future needs.
Learning from the early days of cloud,
many have found that building a private

cloud environment is a lot more difficult
than just using one. The networking layer
can be complex, businesses need to have a
good amount of IT-knowhow to get the
foundations right, and it can be time-con-
suming to maintain. However, it is ulti-
mately your cloud, and that comes with all
the benefits that a public model lacks;
namely greater resource availability and
heightened security functions.  This
remains a popular model in sectors like
banking where there are strict regulations
on information integrity and CIOs prefer to
have complete control of the infrastructure.

Nevertheless, public cloud services have
been a popular choice for many organiza-
tions in the Middle East and bring their
own value to the table. A public model lib-
erates organizations from complex and
costly IT systems which require a high
degree of cost, capability and manage-
ment to run efficiently. Public cloud servic-
es also offer the benefit of on-demand scal-
ability and computing power without the
need for further infrastructure investments.
You rent what you need and that is all.

Now neither of these models is perfect
for every scenario. Thankfully, they no
longer have to be.  Today’s hybrid model-
which combines the delivery of public and
private cloud services-is gaining popularity
in the Middle East by offering the dual ben-
efits of both models with an added layer of
security and control. It’s a model that over-
comes regulatory and compliance require-
ments that a public cloud does not pro-
vide, while still allowing organizations to
keep their IT investments lean for mass-vol-
ume operations. 

Seems simple enough, but the chal-
lenge in cloud’s early days was that it was
near impossible for businesses to easily
integrate both systems. If you built a pri-
vate cloud environment for certain opera-
tions, integrating it with another compa-
ny’s public cloud services-or even another
offices private cloud-was next to impossi-
ble. That situation has changed however as
both offerings have matured and new
open platforms have come on line within
the Middle East in particular. — Khaled
Talaat is Branch Manager, IBM Kuwait.

LAS VEGAS: The car of the future
doesn’t just want to drive you. It
wants to know you. The automotive
technology showcased at the
Consumer Electronics Show over
the past week was in part about self-
driving vehicles, but also about per-
sonalizing the driving experience.

Artificial intelligence and facial
recognition will allow vehicles to let
you in (if it’s your car), and adjust the
seating, lighting, music or other ele-
ments of the environment for you,
automatically.

“The idea is to be more than a
machine, to be a partner, make you
happy,” said Toyota’s Amanda
McCoy, who explained some of the
innovations of the Japanese
automaker’s Concept-i vehicle at the
Las Vegas tech show.

The manufacturers want the car
to hold a conversation, help you
make a shopping list and determine
where and how you want to travel.
In a demonstration, the Toyota vehi-
cle started a conversation and sug-
gested potential destinations for the
driver. Its camera detected that the
driver was in an upbeat mood and
thus suggested “the happier route.”

The concept car will also keep a
driver alert to potential perils on the
road, with sound and light signals.
Moving to autonomous mode, it
allows the seats to recline.

Swiss-based group Rinspeed

showed a prototype electric car
called Oasis with a miniature garden
inside. The vehicle with an “intelli-
gent rolling chassis” can also oper-
ate in autonomous mode, convert-
ing its windshield into a screen for
videoconferencing.

“The interior of the car in the
future will be redefined entirely, to
meet different needs,” said Rinspeed
chief executive Frank Rinderknecht.

Rinderknecht said the company
has no plans to produce an entire

vehicle but use elements of the
company’s technology, which could
be available in a few years.

Other technologies shown in Las
Vegas could turn the car into a pay-
ments platform. Honda, for exam-
ple, said it was working with Visa to
allow motorists to pay directly from
the vehicle for parking or refueling,
for example. Several automakers at
CES unveiled plans to move forward
on autonomous driving technology.
But they also showcased ways to

incorporate virtual and augmented
reality, use voice systems and other
technology to personalize the expe-
rience.

Digital assistant on board 
One part of that experience is the

“digital assistant” which is making
inroads in connected homes. Ford
announced it would incorporate
voice-controlled Amazon’s Alexa
onboard while Renault-Nissan and
BMW announced plans to use
Microsoft Cortana.

Hyundai is installing sensors in its
seating which evaluate posture and
in seatbelts to monitor respiration.
This could allow an intelligent car to
know if a driver is having a heart
attack or falling asleep at the wheel.
The South Korean giant is experi-
menting with a number of ways to
deal with different scenarios: it may
use blue lights or cold air to wake up
a groggy driver, or change the envi-
ronment to calm a stressful one. “If
we can see the mood (of the driver),
we can probably do something with
this information and modify the
environment,” said Hyundai’s David
Mitropoulos-Rundus.

Even if a car is autonomous,
Mitropoulos-Rundus said there will
be times when a driver will need to
assume control, and the automaker
want a system to “re-engage him in
emergency situation.” — AFP

LAS VEGAS: Faraday Future’s FF91 electric car on display at the 2017 Consumer Electronic Show (CES) in Las Vegas, Nevada on Saturday. —AFP

Hybrid Cloud: Cloud’s take-off to innovation

AS VEGAS: Automotive suppliers and
automakers are expanding alliances to
develop self-driving car technology that
can serve multiple automakers, as the
race to put such vehicles on the road
separates companies that can go it
alone from those that need help sharing
the financial and technical burdens.
While some companies, such as Tesla
Motors, General Motors and Ford Motor,
are trying to develop proprietary driver-
less systems, a larger group of automak-
ers appears to have decided it makes
more sense to develop self-driving tech-
nology in collaboration with suppliers -
as many other features such as anti-lock
brakes or radar-enabled cruise control
already are.

“What’s going on in the industry
right now is like a hyper version of musi-
cal chairs - and the music is still playing,”
said Gill Pratt, chief executive officer of
Toyota Research Institute. “Everyone is
changing partners.” Several suppliers -
notably Mobileye, Nvidia and Delphi
Automotive - are among the more pop-
ular technology partners in the self-dri-
ving race, with multiple alliances around
the globe.

“I f  you want to build a truly
autonomous car, this is a task for more
than one player,” said Amnon Shashua,
chief executive of Mobileye, an Israeli-
based supplier of mapping and vision-
based sensing systems. “The technologi-
cal challenges are immense,” Shashua
told Reuters. “I would compare it to
sending a man to the moon.”

Partnerships
Mobileye supplies cameras, chips

and software for driver assist systems -
the building blocks for self-driving cars -
to more than two dozen manufacturers
around the globe. The company was an
early supplier of vision systems to Tesla,
but the two companies had an acrimo-
nious and public breakup last summer
after the driver of a Tesla Model S was
killed while operating his vehicle using
Tesla’s Autopilot system.

Since the break with Tesla, Mobileye
has secured two critical partnerships to
develop self-driving systems: With
German automaker BMW and US chip-
maker Intel , and with longtime supplier
Delphi.

The Delphi-Mobileye all iance
involves a turn-key system that the part-
ners plan to offer to smaller automakers
that lack the resources to develop such
systems on their own. It will be ready for
production by 2019, said Jeff Owens,

Delphi’s chief technology officer, with a
projected wholesale cost of about
$8,000. The alliance with BMW and Intel
is expected to draw additional vehicle
manufacturers and suppliers, according
to Elmar Frickenstein, BMW’s senior vice
president for automated driving.

“We would like to create a standard
system for everybody to use by 2021,”
Frickenstein said. “That would share the
costs and speed up the process of
development and adoption.”

Eventually, BMW and its partners
could offer self-driving hardware and
software sets or an entire driverless sys-
tem on a non-exclusive basis to compa-
nies ranging from Uber to Google,
Frickenstein said. A blueprint for collab-
oration is BMW’s joint ownership with
Daimler AG and Volkswagen AG’s Audi
of Here, the mapping company acquired
in late 2015 from Nokia . Since then,
both Intel and Mobileye have teamed
with Here to pool and share data.

Chipmaker Nvidia also is ramping up
its partnerships in self-driving technolo-
gy and systems, this week announcing
deals with Audi and Here, as well as
German suppliers ZF and Bosch. “We’re
not looking to develop a proprietary
system,” said Dirk Hoheisel, the member
of Bosch’s board of management who
oversees autonomous driving. “We want
to work with others to develop a stan-
dard platform and open standards for
self-driving systems, especially around
data and mapping.”

While pursuing similar partnerships
with suppliers, Audi sees its role as a
vehicle manufacturer evolving to that of
systems integrator. “There’s not one sup-
plier out there who can provide the
whole solution - no one who knows
everything, every part of what’s needed
to make an autonomous car,” said
Alejandro Vukotich, Audi’s head of devel-
opment for driver assistance systems.

Some key components of self-dri-
ving systems -  c ybersecurity,  for
instance - should remain the responsi-
bility of vehicle manufacturers, said
Guillaume Devauchelle, head of inno-
vation and scientific development at
French supplier Valeo.

But carmakers also will continue to
rely on suppliers to provide specific
self- driving technologies,  he said.
“There will be a mix because it’s quite a
complex system (with) sensing, data
fusion, artificial intelligence, connectiv-
ity, man-machine interface and so on,”
Devauchelle said.  “ Those are big
blocks.” — Reuters

Automakers, suppliers 

team up to share costs 

of self-driving cars

The car of the future: 

Getting to know you
Latest automotive technology on display at CES

LAS VEGAS: Promotion hostesses Justina (left) and Ty (right) pose
beside a Harley Davidson motorcycle equipped with Cerwin Vega
soundsystem at the 2017 Consumer Electronic Show (CES) in Las
Vegas on Saturday. —AFP

LAS VEGAS: Many companies hope to use
robots to deliver food to your hotel room, or
packages and sundries to your home. But they
still have plenty of issues to work out.

Like safety, for instance. “Now is the time for
drone delivery,” said Helen Greiner, the founder
of CyPhy Works, a startup that’s testing the use
of drones with UPS to make commercial deliver-
ies. But she noted that companies have to

guard against accidents - like, say, drones drop-
ping packages on people’s heads, or falling out
of the sky themselves.

The drones weigh 15 pounds, not counting
the packages they carry, Greiner said at a robot-
ics session at the CES gadget show Friday.

On the ground, businesses not only face
safety concerns, but the need to educate con-
sumers who might be shocked by having a
robot show up at their front door.

Steve Cousins, CEO and founder of Savioke,
is in the midst of deploying 50 robots to various
hotels, which rent them for a monthly fee to
deliver room service items. Preparing guests for
the arrival of their mechanical assistants can be
a challenge. Cousins told the story of one sur-
prised hotel guest who slammed the door on a
delivery robot - only to reopen it, camera in
hand, to take a photo.

Educational robot
Professor Einstein, a miniature educational

robot, looks eerily like the genius himself - com-
plete with the crazy wiry hair. The company
behind it, Hanson Robotics, says it’s the first
commercial robot with emotive features. It’s
one of dozens of robots on display at the CES
tech show, which runs through Sunday in Las
Vegas. One can mow your lawn; another folds
your clothes.

Professor Einstein is expected to come out in
March for about $300. The robot stands more

than 14 inches tall and has soft skin. The com-
pany says it has 50 realistic expressions. It can
stick his tongue out and move his eyes around
to follow you. The robot interacts with an
Android or Apple tablet - not a smartphone - to
teach science, math and other subjects. It rec-
ognizes your voice and responds to your ques-
tions. It also can offer weather updates and
recite facts about famous people.

Andy Rifkin, chief technology officer at
Hanson, says the company’s focus is to offer
complex emotions. For those concerned about
privacy, he says the robot’s camera tracks your
face but doesn’t take photos.

Vibrating jeans
Tired of having to constantly check your cell-

phone for directions? French startup Spinali
Design has created jeans that will vibrate on
your right or left hip to let you know which
direction you should head. A chip embedded
into the waist is connected to an app. Just enter
your destination ahead of time. Of course, a
smartwatch can do that, too, but why get
something that can do more? The technologi-
cal capabilities of the jeans are limited to direc-
tions.

However, the company also has bikinis that
will buzz when you’re out in the sun too long
and need to apply more sunscreen lotion. You
enter information on your skin type and SPF
level of your sunscreen into an app. The chip
then monitors the sun rays.

Spinali says the chip should last four years
even with constant use and will turn off auto-
matically when wet to avoid damage. The jeans

cost about $100, and the bikinis about $140.

The Echo
Amazon’s smart speaker, the Echo, is getting

a lot of attention at the CES tech show in Las
Vegas this week. But it can’t acknowledge your
presence or tell one member of your household
from another.

That’s where Olly, billed by its makers as the
first robot with personality, wants to come in.
The gadget resembles a radial tire on a stand
that tilts in your direction when it detects you. It
can run your household via voice command,

looking up information or controlling the tem-
perature (assuming you also have a smart ther-
mostat). But Emotech, the company behind Olly,
says it can do much more. For instance, it can
supposedly adapt to the personalities of differ-
ent people in your home, allowing it to pull off
tricks like setting the perfect temperature when
you come home from work or go to bed. And
Emotech claims it can predict the type of music
you like playing at night. Olly hasn’t been
released or priced yet, although Emotech co-
founder Chelsea Chen estimates it will eventual-
ly cost in the range of $600 to $700. —AP

The challenges of robotic delivery 

LAS VEGAS: Models wear jeans from Spinali Designs at CES International on Friday in Las
Vegas. The $100 jeans will vibrate on your right or left hip to let you know which direction
you should head. —AP 

LAS VEGAS: Educational robot Professor
Einstein is on display at CES International in
Las Vegas. —AP 
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SAKARAHA, Madagascar: A malagasy Sapphire miner resurfaces from a hole
in the ground during mining at an informal Sapphire mine.

SAKARAHA, Madagascar: Malagasy workers from an informal Sapphire
mine seep soil through a strainer in the waters of a river looking for gems.

SAKARAHA, Madagascar: A malagasy Sapphire woman miner looks at a
stone in a mining hole in the ground during mining at an informal
Sapphire mine.

BEIJING: Officials in Beijing have
announced a new environmental
pol ice  squad to  root  out  i l legal
burning,  the  latest  government
response to the widespread public
anger over China’s persistent prob-
lems with smog. 

Beijing’s acting mayor, Cai Qi, said
at a meeting Saturday that the force
would target open-air barbecues,
garbage incineration and the burning
of wood and other biomass, according
to the state-run Xinhua News Agency.
Cai announced several other meas-
ures Saturday, including a target of
cutting the use of coal by 30 percent
in 2017 to shutting down 500 higher-
polluting factories and upgrading
2,500 more. About 300,000 high-pol-
lution vehicles will also be restricted
from entering the city starting next
month, he said.

Beijing and dozens of cities in China

spend many winter days under a thick,
gray haze, with air pollution levels that
routinely exceed World Health
Organization guidelines. Beijing spent
part of last week under an “orange
alert,” the second-highest level in
China’s four-tiered air alert system.
More than 20 cities were on the high-
est “red alert.” Smog is an acutely felt
issue in China’s cities, where a “red
alert” can lead to the closure of schools
and businesses, flight cancellations,
and shutdowns of highways to keep
cars off the roads. During a red alert in
Beijing last month, authorities banned
construction crews from spray-paint-
ing and even seized the charcoal grills
from some restaurants.

But  enforcement  remains  an
issue. China’s environmental min-
istry said during last week’s red alert
that its inspection teams found com-
panies resuming production despite

a government ban. Many factories
remain under severe pressure to
meet production targets regardless
of  air  pol lut ion.  Cai  on Saturday
blamed pol lut ing ac t iv i t ies  l ike
burning garbage or wood on “the
result of lax supervision and weak
law enforcement.” But China’s pollu-
tion is caused chiefly by its thou-
sands of coal-burning factories and
a surplus of older, inefficient vehi-
cles. While it tries to answer the loud
public calls to tamp down on pollu-
tion,  China’s Communist govern-
ment is also grappling with an eco-
nomic slowdown and the challenge
of maintaining growth. China is also
the world’s largest producer and
consumer of coal, and measures like
capping production days or shutting
down older coal mines run the risk
of driving up energy prices and fur-
ther slowing the economy. —AP

Choked by smog, Beijing creates new environmental police

BETSINEFE, Madagascar: The dusty figure is
lowered slowly into the ground like a bucket
into a well, armed with just a crowbar, a shovel
and an old, unreliable headlamp. In the sur-
rounding countryside, bodies rise and sink from
hundreds of holes just wide enough for a man.
Children run between the rubble and the smell
of cooking wafts from the makeshift shelters
where women crouch over pots. Guards armed
with hunting rifles stand by, turning the settle-
ment of Betsinefe into a threatening scene.

In the world of Madagascan sapphire mining,
there are few rules. Sapphires were first discov-
ered in Madagascar in the late 1990s, and
already the Indian Ocean island is one of the
world’s largest producers of the precious stones.
Its 250-kilometre-long (155-mile) deposit is
among the biggest in the world and has
sparked a sapphire rush. Activity at this infor-
mal, though not entirely illegal, mine in the
southwest of the country was suspended
recently by authorities after scuffles broke out
between villagers and would-be miners flocking
in from the rest of the island.

Andry Razafindrakoto, a 19-year-old student
from the nearest big town of Tulear, was one of
the many hoping to make their fortune. “I came
here to mine sapphires because it’s difficult to

find work in other areas,” he told AFP. When he
sold his haul of stones for some four million ari-
ary ($1,200), he bought his own equipment and
today manages a small team of nine miners.

‘Sometimes we find nothing’ 
But success stories are rare. Like most of his fel-

low miners, Albert Soja does not earn wages for
his countless, grueling trips underground. To make
money, he must find and sell stones. “Of course it’s
scary, but when you want to succeed, you have to
take risks,” he said, a woollen beanie pulled tightly
on his head despite the suffocating heat.

“Just digging the hole itself takes time,
almost two weeks.” “Sometimes we find noth-
ing... it can take months to find something inter-
esting.” Without sapphires to sell, he depends on
the mine “bosses”-gem shop owners, usually of
Sri Lankan origin, in the neighboring town of
Sakaraha-for a few handfuls of rice or manioc to
survive. “The bosses pay for our food and mate-
rials, which helps us hold out. Without their
help, we would starve,” said Soja.  “After that,
we’re obliged to sell them the stones we find.”

Lucrative trade 
Sitting behind his desk in his gem shop in

Sakaraha, Sunil W.J.-as he calls himself-exam-

ined his latest buy of blue and pink and light
yellow sapphires under a lamp. His two “body-
guards” toured the surrounding mines to collect
the stones and pay for miners’ food.  The best
finds are sent to Sri Lanka, to be polished, cut
and sold, Sunil explained. Theoretically, the
extraction of sapphires is regulated by
Madagascar’s mining code, which insists on per-
mits and the redistribution of a share of the tax-
es to benefit local municipalities.

In practice, the industry is largely unregulat-
ed, but it is a lucrative trade, said Sunil. A stone
that fetches $300 in Sri Lanka costs him less
than a tenth of the price to buy from a miner in
Madagascar. On the question of taxes, Sunil was
less certain of his figures, but said he paid a 10
percent export tax to authorities in the capital
Antananarivo. “These small sapphire mines are
beyond the control of the state, so there are no
official statistics,” Mines Minister Ying Vah
Zafilahy told AFP, vowing industry reform to
bring them under formal regulation. A local
elected official in Sakaraha, who asked to
remain anonymous, said the municipality was
not receiving any taxes or income from the
many mining operations underway. “Some days
are better than others, but this business has a
future,” said Sunil, laughing. —AFP

Fortune hunters flock to

Madagascar’s sapphire mines
‘Just digging the hole itself takes time, almost two weeks’

CLE VELAND: One of  the
Cleveland’s zoo’s two male west-
ern lowland gori l las  died on
Fr iday,  zoo off ic ia ls  said.
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo first
announced the death of 32-year-
old Bebac on its Facebook page.
Zoo Executive Direc tor  Chris
Kuhar called Bebac one of the
zoo’s iconic animals in an inter-
view Saturday. Dozens of tributes
along with photos of Bebac taken
by zoo visitors were posted on
Facebook. Bebac, pronounced
BEE’-bak ,  and 29-year- old
Mokolo, pronounced mo-KO’-lo,
came to the Cleveland zoo in
1994 from Chicago’s Lincoln Park

Zoo, where they both were born.
The zoo’s medical staff struggled
to f ind a  treatment to make
Bebac well after his health began
deteriorating a month ago, Kuhar
said. Gorillas living in captivity
have an average life expectancy
of about 30 years.

“It ’s been hard on the staff,”
Kuhar said. “It’s like losing a fami-
ly member.” Bebac and Mokolo
were diagnosed with heart condi-
tions in 2008, a chronic problem
for zoo gorillas, and put on med-
ications used to treat high blood
pressure in humans. 

The zoo reported in 2011 that
the pair ’s health had improved

after being placed on high-fiber
diets  and made to forage for
food, which is scattered inside
their enclosure. As zoo staffers
mourn, Mokolo appears to be
affec ted as  wel l ,  Kuhar  said.
“ What we’re seeing is  Mokolo
calling to figure out where Bebac
went,” Kuhar said. “We can tell he’s
agitated. I think there’s an emo-
tional response there.” I t ’s too
soon to determine when or from
where a companion for Mokolo
might be found,  he said.  The
Columbus Zoo and Aquarium’s
female gorilla named Colo turned
60 on Dec 22. She is the oldest liv-
ing gorilla in the US. —AP

Cleveland zoo says 

32-year-old gorilla has died

BEIJING, China: A child rides behind a man as they cross the road by
bicycle in Beijing, China yesterday. —AP

SAKARAHA, Madagascar: Malagasy workers from an informal Sapphire mine seep soil through a strainer in the waters of a river
looking for gems on the outskirts of Sakaraha, Madagascar. —AFP photos
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Elon Musk’s SpaceX rocket company has been
cleared to resume flying following a launch pad
explosion four months ago, the US Federal
Aviation Administration said on Friday. The deci-
sion clears SpaceX to attempt to launch a Falcon
9 rocket carrying 10 Iridium Communications Inc
satellites as early as today, a day later than origi-
nally planned. SpaceX, owned by Tesla Motors Inc
Chief Executive Officer Musk, on Friday declined
to comment about what caused the delay.

The FAA, which oversees commercial US space
launches, oversaw SpaceX’s investigation into
why a Falcon 9 rocket burst into flames on a
launch pad in Florida as it was being fueled for a
routine, prelaunch test on Sept 1. The accident
destroyed the $62 million booster and a $200
million Israeli communications satellite that had
been partly leased by Facebook Inc to expand
internet access in Africa. “The FAA has closed the
investigation,” the agency, which oversees com-

mercial US rocket launches, said in a statement.
“SpaceX applied for a license to launch the

Iridium NEXT satellites from Vandenberg Air
Force Base. The FAA has granted a license for that
purpose,” the statement said. The launch will be
SpaceX’s first since August. The company has a
backlog of more than 70 missions for NASA and
commercial customers, worth more than $10 bil-
lion. As a result of the accident investigation,
SpaceX is changing the way it fuels its rockets to

prevent canisters of helium, located inside liquid
oxygen tanks, from bursting. The company said
the long-term solution will be to redesign the
helium canisters, which are made of an alu-
minum liner and a carbon overwrap. The helium
is needed to maintain oxygen tank pressure. The
SpaceX rocket was briefly powered up on
Thursday as part of a preflight engine test. “All
systems are go for launch next week,” Musk post-
ed on Twitter. —Reuters

FAA grants SpaceX license to resume rocket launches today

WASHINGTON: Although his signature law is in
jeopardy, President Barack Obama’s work
reshaping health care in America is certain to
endure in the broad public support for many of
its underlying principles, along with conflicts
over how to secure them. The belief that people
with medical problems should be able to get
health insurance is no longer challenged. The
issue seems to be how to guarantee that. The
idea that government should help those who
can’t afford their premiums has gained accept-
ance. The question is how much, and for what
kind of coverage.

“The American people have now set new
standards for access to health care based on the
Affordable Care Act,” former Surgeon General
David Satcher says. “I don’t believe it will ever be
acceptable again to have 50 million people with-
out access to health care.” Obama’s influence will
continue in other ways, less visible and hardly
divisive:

1- Medicare is shifting to paying for value,

not just volume.
2- The importance of prevention and front-

line primary care is more widely recognized.
3- Doctors and hospitals have computerized

their records systems, even if connectivity
remains elusive.

The government has opened up massive files
of health care billing data, enabling independ-
ent analysts to look for patterns of questionable
spending. But conflict is part of Obama’s legacy,
too. He leaves the country deeply divided about
the government’s role in health care. Passed
with no Republican votes, the 2010 health care
law broke the pattern of major safety net pro-
grams like Social Security, Medicare and
Medicaid, which had bipartisan backing. Social
Security has stood for more than 80 years;

Medicare and Medicaid for more than 50.
“If Medicare had been repealed, stories about

Lyndon Johnson would have been different,”
said Robert Blendon, professor of health policy
at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health.
“A legacy is whether you did something that was
sustained.” Johnson was the Democratic presi-
dent who won approval of Medicare and
Medicaid in 1965. Already, the Republican-led
Congress, taking its lead from President-elect
Donald Trump, has started the process of repeal-
ing and replacing the health law. “Approaches
that partisan are difficult to sustain as lasting,
permanent features of the health care system,”
said Mark McClellan, Medicare administrator
under Republican President George W. Bush.

Kaiser Family Foundation
Obama also failed to deliver on early promis-

es to cut premiums. From 2009-2016, the
amount employees pay in premiums for work-
place coverage rose by hundreds of dollars,

according to the nonpartisan Kaiser Family
Foundation. And the average deductible - the
annual amount patients pay before insurance
kicks in - went from $533 to $1,221, an increase
of nearly 130 percent. The achievements and dif-
ficulties of the Obama years are reflected in peo-
ple such as Karen Rezny. “I really do credit
Obamacare with saving my life,” said Rezny, a
massage therapist from Austin, Texas.

The health care law, or ACA, enabled her to
get better treatment for advanced breast cancer.
She was uninsured when diagnosed. Before the
law, insurers would have rejected her because of
her medical condition. Even with a subsidized
premium, Rezny said she still struggles with cost.
“What I would hope is that we would look back
and say (Obama) got the ball rolling, and then

we continue,” said Rezny. “He took health care off
the House and Senate floor - out of theoretical
talk by people who are guaranteed lifetime
health care - and actually allowed the people to
experience it and have it.”

When the law passed, 48.6 million people were
uninsured, according to the government.
Through the first six months of last year, that
dropped to 28.4 million. While employer coverage
also grew as the economy strengthened, experts
credit the ACA for most of the progress. The law
provides subsidized private insurance along with
a Medicaid expansion for low-income people. “It
would have never been done without the focus
and insistence of this president that we go big,”
said Kathleen Sebelius, Obama’s first secretary of
Health and Human Services. Obama set his sights
high, but execution was a problem. When
HealthCare.gov went live in 2013, the computer
system quickly froze. It took a high-tech rescue
effort to get things working for consumers.

The law’s complexity also tripped people up.
It uses the income tax system to subsidize pre-
miums. Some HealthCare.gov customers saw
their tax refunds reduced because they underes-
timated their incomes when applying for subsi-
dies. Fines on those who remained uninsured hit
people in their 30s trying to get traction in life.
Officials in many states were alarmed by rising
Medicaid spending. When Republicans won con-
trol of the House in 2010, Obama was effectively
blocked from legislating fixes. The administra-
tion used regulations to try smooth out the law’s
rough edges, while successfully fighting off two
Supreme Court cases that would have gutted it.

‘Just nonsense’
In the face of problems, the White House

ceaselessly talked up the benefits of the law.
Among the controversial claims was that the
law deserved much credit for a historic slow-
down in national health care spending from
2009-2013. “Just nonsense,” said Rick Foster, for-
merly Medicare’s chief actuary, in charge of
long-range estimates. “Far and away the
biggest cause of the slowdown was the Great
Recession. That is not to say that the Affordable
Care Act didn’t have some impact, but I think
that was small compared to the effect of the
recession and the weak recovery.”

History shows that America’s social programs
got built in stages. Automatic cost-of-living
increases weren’t part of Social Security original-
ly. Medicare didn’t get a prescription benefit for
nearly 40 years. Kris Case of Denver hopes that
somehow, something like that can happen with
Obama’s overhaul. She works in customer rela-
tions for a technology company and buys cover-
age through the Colorado insurance market-
place. “Think of all the work that has gone into
this imperfect thing,” said Case, “and to just tear it
down to make a point, rather than say it’s flawed
but we can fix it. “Just because you need to do
the top floor doesn’t mean you level the entire
complex.” —AP

Obama health care legacy: 
Coverage, conflict, and questions

‘I really do credit Obamacare with saving my life’

KOROLYOV, Russia: When Galina Balashova
designed her first space habitation module for
Soviet cosmonauts, she drew a landscape on its
interior wall, something that could remind them of
home. An architect by training and an artist at
heart, Balashova went on to spend three decades
designing the interior of the Soyuz and other
Soviet spaceships, making sure the crafts were not
just metal carcasses stuffed with equipment, but
also living spaces. Beginning in 1963 over just one
weekend, she sketched the interior of the Soyuz
craft at home after Sergei Korolyov, the father of
the Soviet space program, asked that the ship be
made habitable.

Engineers had fitted out the module with
two giant boxes of instruments, but Korolyov
had rejected the design and decided to get out-
side help. “They didn’t understand what a living
space is, they don’t use spatial thinking but think
in terms of instruments,” said Balashova, now in
her 80s.   “Over the weekend, I thought of how to
place the instruments, designing a sort of cup-
board on one side and a sort of sofa on the other,
where they could nap”-a ubiquitous setup in
Soviet households. 

After Korolyov approved her sketch, which
included the landscape drawing on the wall, she
also had to provide the actual watercolour paint-
ing that would go up into space. Since Korolyov
had approved the design with a landscape draw-
ing, the engineers “always asked for one” on sub-
sequent modules. “Nine of (the paintings) went
to space,” laughed Balashova. Despite that,
Balashova says she was not allowed to put her
name under her work, complaining that her
bosses took the credit.

‘Floor and ceiling’ in space 
Balashova still lives in her tiny apartment in

Korolyov, a town outside Moscow that is home to
Russia’s space mission control and named after
the space travel visionary. Sitting in her living
room, Balashova spreads out her watercolour
space designs on the table, their airy pastels in
odd contrast with the militaristic nature of the
program during the space race era. “At first I want-

ed to create a space for microgravity that would
not have a floor or ceiling,” she said.  But the futur-
istic vision was discarded for practical reasons. 

“Humans train on Earth and they are used to
the concepts of top and bottom.” Cosmonaut
Pyotr Klimuk, who travelled to space as part of the
Soyuz and Salyut programs, agreed that it was
important for colors and other elements of the
Soyuz interior to create a “cosy” atmosphere. In the
orbit module “certain elements were painted cer-
tain colors and special fabric was used”, he said.
“Delicate colors are better” and no matter the
microgravity, the human eye “still believes there is
a floor and ceiling”, like on Earth, he said.

Colors were especially important in
Balashova’s work on the 1975 US-Soviet Apollo-
Soyuz project, which would be seen by millions
around the world and needed to fit in additional
photo and video equipment.  “My bosses wanted
a red sofa but red showed up as black on film,”
she said.  She struggled through four versions of
the craft before finding a solution “when sudden-
ly things were human-scale and there was har-
mony”, she said. The resulting orbital module had
a green sofa and velcro belts with which cosmo-
nauts attached themselves, and even a folding
table where they ate and signed the documents
marking the symbolic joint flight. When visiting
the module, American astronaut Vance Brand
praised its “very convenient setup”.

Treated ‘like a servant’ 
Balashova still sits in a chair upholstered with

the same green fabric she used to cover the
Soyuz sofa. That too was a product of experi-
mentation. Initial attempts to use velcro on the
furniture led to cosmonauts “losing their jersey
pants” on it, she giggled. Her flat is filled with
books and watercolour portraits of family, with
almost no sign that she influenced the look of
generations of Soviet spaceships. She says her
engineering bosses didn’t value her work, look-
ing down on her as an artist and a woman-one
of the few working in the Soviet space industry
and the only female in a creative position in
Korolyov’s team. —AFP

The hidden artist of the
Soviet space program

KOROLYOV, Russia: Galina Balashova, the artist who designed the first space
habitation module for Soviet cosmonauts, shows drawings of her work in
the city of Korolyov outside Moscow. —AFP
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Respected Supreme Leader Kim Jong Un
made a New Year address for 2017. In his
address he sent New Year greetings to

all Koreans and the progressive people of the
world. 2016 was a year of revolutionary and
auspicious event and great turn to be specially
recorded in the history of the Workers’ Party of
Korea and the country, he said, referring to the
achievements made last year.

Last year the Seventh Congress of the WPK
was held significantly with splendor as a grand
political festival thanks to the high revolution-
ary enthusiasm of all the party members, serv-
ice personnel and people and amid deep con-
cern of the world.

The Seventh Congress proudly reviewed
the glorious history of the struggle of the WPK,
which had led the revolutionary cause of
Juche to victory under the wise guidance of
President Kim Il Sung and leader Kim Jong Il,
and unfolded a grand blueprint for accom-
plishing the socialist cause under the banner
of Kimilsungism-Kimjongilism.

National defense
An epoch-making turn was made in bol-

stering up the national defense capacity of
Juche Korea and the DPRK soared as a nuclear
and military power in the East that no formida-
ble enemy dare encroach upon. The proud vic-

tory was achieved in the 70-day and 200-day
campaigns to glorify the Seventh Congress of
the Party.

Thanks to the heroic struggle of the Kim Il
Sung-Kim Jong Il working class and all other
people, the gigantic goals of the 70-day and
200-day campaigns put forward by the WPK
were successfully hit and a new breakthrough
made in the country’s economic development.

The new spirit of era for building a power-
ful socialist country was created and trust in
the Party and faith in socialism were more
deeply cherished in the hearts of the people
during the 70-day and 200-day campaigns.

Kim Jong Un underscored the need to
achieve the drastic advance in implementing
the decision of the Seventh Congress of the
Party this year. We should concentrate all
efforts on the implementation of the five-year
strategy for national economic development.

This year’s fighting goals should be hit
without fail to open a bright prospect for the
five-year strategy and put the overall economy
of the country on a higher stage while consoli-
dating the victory gained last year.

“Let us accelerate the victorious advance of
socialism with the great spirit of self-reliance
and self-development as the dynamic force!”,
this is a militant slogan we should uphold in
the New Year’s onward march. It is necessary

to actively wage the all-people charge for
attaining the goal of five-year strategy by dint
of the self-reliance and self-development.

Science and technology
In the field of science and technology it is

imperative to solve scientific and technologi-
cal problems arising in updating industrial
establishments and putting the production
on a normal footing there with a main
emphasis on the local production of raw
materials, fuel and equipment. Electricity,
metal and chemical industrial fields should
take the lead.

In the coal industry and railway transport
fields, a priority should be given to meeting
the need for coal and its transport to power
plants and metal and chemical factories. It
is important to quickly develop the
machine industry.

A radical turn should be effected in light
industry, agriculture and fisheries and thus a
greater progress be made in improving the
standard of people’s living.

In the construction field, Ryomyong Street
should be completed on the highest level
and efforts be focused on the construction of
important projects, and more educational
and cultural facilities and dwelling houses be
built wonderfully.

All sectors and units of the national econ-
omy should wage a vigorous drive to pro-
duce and economize as much as possible
under the slogan of self-reliance and self-suf-
ficiency and thus fulfill this year’s plan on all
indices. The whole country should turn out
for the land management.

On all fronts of culture including educa-
tion, public health, sports and literature and
arts, a fresh revolutionary surge should be
brought to step up the building of a highly
civilized nation. The political and military
position of socialism should be further
cemented as an invincible fortress.

All the service personnel and people
should share their thinking and breath with
the Party and rally around it in thinking and
purpose, morality and sense of obligation
and work hard for the prosperity of the
country.

We should resolutely smash the enemies’
despicable and vicious moves to dampen the
pure and ardent desire of the people for the
Party and estrange the people from it. It is
also important to bring about a great surge
in bolstering up the military capabilities.

Victory or defeat in this year’s drive for
implementing the decision made at the 7th
Congress of the Workers’ Party Korea
depends on the role to be played by the par-

ty organizations and working people’s organ-
izations, Kim Jong Un said, stressing the need
for all the primary party organizations to
embody the basic spirit of the First
Conference of Chairpersons of the Party
Primary Committees and make sure that the
spirit of uninterrupted innovation and
advance is fully displayed in the all-out
charge this year.

The DPRK will defend the peace and secu-
rity of the country with its force and make
active contribution to defending the world
peace and stability, he stressed. The WPK and
the government of the DPRK will remain loyal
to the ideas of foreign policy-independence,
peace and friendship-and make joint efforts
to expand the good-neighborly friendship
and cooperation with countries advocating
independence and realize the genuine inter-
national justice.

Kim Jong Un said that he would make
devoted efforts to make sure that the days
when our people sang the song “We Are the
Happiest in the World” full of optimism about
the future with deep trust in President Kim Il
Sung and leader Kim Jong Il only will become
a reality today, not just a past days of history,
and solemnly pledged to become a faithful
servant serving the people with pure and sin-
cere dedication.

Press statement from the Embassy of the

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea in Kuwait

Kim Jong Un makes New Year address for 2017

Zain continues Community

Partnership with Qout Market

Competitions, prizes for visitors at Shaheed Park

Zain, the leading telecommuni-
cations company in Kuwait,
announced the continuation

of its Community Partnership with
the new season of Qout Market;
Kuwait’s largest artisanal farmers
gathering. The market, considered
the first of its kind in Kuwait, held its
second event last Saturday at  the
Circle of Peace - Shaheed Park. 

Zain’s partnership with Qout
Market comes in line with the com-
pany’s Corporate Sustainability and
Social Responsibility strategy
towards the youth sector, as the
company continuously works
towards identifying initiatives that
carry a clear objective of developing

youth talents. The community-based
farmers market helps and supports
local farmers and artisans to
exchange thoughts and ideas while
offering the opportunity for visitors
to express their opinions towards the
products available. 

Zain participated in the market
through its own booth, which wel-
comed visitors to participate in sev-
eral exciting competitions that saw
many winners of valuable prizes and
smart devices. The company also
held a competition on social media
under the hashtag #ZainQout as well
as a draw for visitors with great
prizes.  

Qout Market has a proven record

of success, having attracted over
15,000 visitors in previous seasons.
The market’s selection of vendors
includes a combination of fresh pro-
duced items as well as handmade
items where people can stop by to
enjoy on the spot.

Zain expressed its ongoing keen-
ness in supporting events that uplift
the talents of Kuwaiti youth to high-
er levels, by encouraging outstand-
ing projects and ideas. Zain’s support
is aimed at investing in the creative
abilities of young Kuwaiti entrepre-
neurs, preparing them to engage in
the business world by encouraging
them further and nurturing innova-
tion within their businesses.

G ulf  Bank ’s  highly anticipated Al
Danah Mil l ionaire Draw not
only was the largest  draw event

in Kuwait ,  but it  has also set  a new
Guinness World Records Achievement
for the “ largest  prize l inked to a bank
account ” in the world through its  KD 1
Mil l ion Al-Danah prize!  Al-Danah
Mil l ionaire Draw took place on
Januar y 5,  2017 at  the Avenues.  At this
year ’s event, Gulf Bank revealed its
‘Catch the Cash’ competition, another
first-ever event in Kuwait. The competi-
tion was open to all,  but you had to be
present in order to participate.
Participants were randomly selected to
play the game throughout the draw
event and it was enjoyed by players and
attendees. Participation was free of
charge; participants needed to just reg-
ister at the registration desk next to the
stage at Grand Avenues.

The game was simple, but fun and
entertaining, contestants stepped inside
the money box and tried to catch as
many flying notes as they could in 10
seconds. Those notes were then counted
on stage by hosts “Weld Al Deera” -
Khaled Al Agrooga, Khaled Al Ansari, Gulf
Bank team member Mohammad Al Sarraf,
and Ministry of Commerce representative

Abdulaziz Ashkanani.
Then the notes were exchanged for

real cash, on the spot. The winners were:
1. Yahya Meshal Al Shatti
2. Saoud Saad Hammad
3. Mohammad Jassim Jfaidra
4. Musaad Atshan 
5. Asmaa Jawad Al Qallaf
6. Mohammed Khuraibit
7. Mohammed Hussain Sulaiman 
8. Michelle Daniela Van Zyl
9. Rana Rasoul Anwar 
10. Hani Adel Abdullah Eissawi
11. Mohammad Khair Qastantini

Gulf Bank’s ‘Catch the Cash’ competition a big success 

Al-Danah Millionaire Draw sets Guinness World Records
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Supported by the Australian
Embassy, in cooperation
with the Kuwait Times, is

proud to launch the ‘Colours of
Australia’ drawing competition for
students in Kuwait.  The competi-
tion has students in Kuwait learn
more about different countries,
cultures and civilizations, and to

identify communities in other
parts of the world through arts.
The theme for the Arts competi-
tion is ‘Colours of Australia’ to
encourage students to express
their knowledge of Australia by
drawing an icon, a natural scene,
or any other expression they
would find suitable. The competi-

tion is still open for all schools
who want to participate.

The drawing competition is
held from December 12, 2016 till
January 26, 2017 for a period of
forty six days, allowing partici-
pants from government, special
needs, private schools and bilin-
gual schools enough time to sub-

mit their work.  
“The loveliest eyes I ever seen, I

see colours of Australia, colours
everywhere. The colours of
Australia, the beauty we all share;
so let’s hold hands and show care.
I see with my little eyes; blond and
black and red; straight and long,
curly and short, different hair in
different heads. I spy with my little
eyes; peach and tan and brown,
cheeks and nose, fingers and toes
beautiful skin is all around. We are
lucky to live in a colourful World
with friendly boys and girls; we all
look different but on the inside we
have the same heart we were it
with pride. I see colours, colours of
Australia the beauty we all share;
colours everywhere!

The contest is open to both
boys and girls as follows:
Elementary (6-9 years)
Intermediate (11-13 years),
Secondary (14years and above), in
addition schools of special needs.
Valuable prizes, including phones
and tablets, will be awarded to the
top 10 entrants in each category.
The competition is sponsored by
Viva and the Australian College of
Kuwait, with a presentation event
to be hosted by Crowne Plaza
Hotel ‘Al-Thuraya City’. For any fur-
ther information; you can call
24833199/24835617.

3,000 Students participated so far in
‘Colours of Australia’ art competition 

Sponsored by VIVA, ACK; hosted by Crowne Plaza

Kosebasi, a popular Turkish restaurant
located at the Cube Mall, hosted a dinner
highlighting their new offerings and sig-

nature dishes to an elite group of media.
Kosebasi was founded in 1995 and quickly
became one of the most popular restaurants in
Istanbul. Serving the authentic tastes of Eastern
Mediterranean cuisine and Anatolian delicacies,
Kosebasi is committed to offering not only a

cultural dining experience, but also to giving
guests an introduction to traditional Anatolian
lifestyle. The restaurant’s award-winning menu
features various mezzes, hand-ground and mar-
inated cuts of barbequed meats, traditional
Anatolian side dishes and regional breads.

In addition to its signature crowd-pleasing
dishes, Kosebasi has launched a delicious new
menu for children, and a brand new traditional

breakfast platter. The new menu caters to
Kosebasi’s youngest customers, aiming to get
children to enjoy the tastes and delicacies of
Turkey, the menu embraces traditional Turkish
flavors infused with a modern twist, which
children 12 and under are sure to love.
Secondly, the restaurant has recently launched
their traditional Anatolian breakfast sharing
platter consisting of Turkish cheese served

with an array of delectable sides including
butter, honey, jam, chocolate spread, tahini
molasses dip, walnut dip and dry fruits, and
accompanied by basket of warm Simit and
Turkish bread and Turkish tea. 

Kosebasi is owned by Azadea Group, a pre-
mier lifestyle retail company that owns and
operates more than 50 leading international
franchise concepts in fashion and accessories,

food and beverage, home furnishings, sport-
ing goods, multimedia and beauty and cos-
metics across the Middle East and Africa
spread across 13 countries overseeing more
than 650 stores. Kosebasi is also located at
Avenues Mall, Arabella and Tavern Mall in
Jabriya. Azadea’s restaurant brands in Kuwait
include Kosebasi, PAUL Bakery and Restaurant
and Columbus Café.

Kosebasi hosts media dinner at Cube Mall

KUWAIT: The National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) celebrated the graduation of the sixteenth batch of students who underwent training programs at NBK Academy. 



06:00 Supa Strikas
06:50 Counterfeit Cat
07:00 Star vs The Forces Of Evil
07:15 K.C. Undercover
07:40 Atomic Puppet
08:10 Lab Rats
08:35 Danger Mouse
09:00 Lab Rats: Space Colony
09:50 Kirby Buckets
10:45 Gravity Falls
11:10 Gamerʼs Guide To Pretty
Much Everything
11:35 Gamerʼs Guide To Pretty
Much Everything

12:00 Counterfeit Cat
12:30 K.C. Undercover
13:20 Star Wars Freemaker
Adventures
13:45 Lab Rats: Bionic Island
14:10 Disney Mickey Mouse
14:15 Lab Rats: Bionic Island
14:40 Counterfeit Cat
14:50 Star vs The Forces Of Evil
15:05 K.C. Undercover
15:30 Atomic Puppet
15:55 Lab Rats
16:25 Danger Mouse
16:50 Future-Worm!
17:15 Lab Rats: Bionic Island
18:05 Disney Mickey Mouse
18:10 Supa Strikas
19:00 Star Wars Freemaker
Adventures
19:25 Gamerʼs Guide To Pretty
Much Everything
19:55 K.C. Undercover
20:20 Counterfeit Cat
20:45 Mighty Med
21:10 Pickle And Peanut
21:40 Disney Mickey Mouse
21:45 Guardians Of The Galaxy
22:10 Ultimate Spider-Man
22:35 Boyster
23:00 Programmes Start At 6:00am
KSA

00:20 Henry Hugglemonster
00:35 The Hive
00:45 Loopdidoo
01:00 Henry Hugglemonster
01:15 Calimero
01:30 Art Attack
01:50 Zou
02:05 Loopdidoo
02:20 Henry Hugglemonster
02:35 Calimero
02:50 Zou
03:05 Art Attack
03:30 The Hive
03:40 Loopdidoo
03:55 Henry Hugglemonster
04:10 Art Attack
04:35 Loopdidoo
04:50 Calimero
05:05 Art Attack
05:30 Henry Hugglemonster
05:45 Zou

06:00 Art Attack
06:30 Henry Hugglemonster
06:45 Loopdidoo
07:00 Zou
07:15 Calimero
07:30 Loopdidoo
07:45 Henry Hugglemonster
08:00 Minnieʼs Bow-Toons
08:05 PJ Masks
08:15 Goldie & Bear
08:30 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
08:45 Miles From Tomorrow
08:55 Sofia The First
09:20 Doc McStuffins
09:35 Goldie & Bear
09:50 Sheriff Callieʼs Wild West
10:00 PJ Masks
10:15 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
10:30 Minnieʼs Bow-Toons
10:35 Sofia The First
11:30 Doc McStuffins
12:20 Sheriff Callieʼs Wild West
13:15 Gummi Bears
13:40 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
14:35 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
15:00 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
15:30 Little Mermaid
15:55 Unbungalievable
16:00 Miles From Tomorrow
16:30 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
16:55 The Lion Guard
17:20 Goldie & Bear
17:50 PJ Masks
18:15 Sofia The First
18:40 Doc McStuffins
19:05 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
19:30 Little Mermaid
20:00 PJ Masks
20:30 PJ Masks
21:00 Unbungalievable
21:05 Goldie & Bear
21:35 Miles From Tomorrow
22:00 Sheriff Callieʼs Wild West

T V  PR O G R A M S
MONDAY, JANUARY 9, 2017

BLUNT FORCE TRAUMA ON OSN MOVIES ACTION HD

THE INVENTION OF LYING ON OSN MOVIES COMEDY HD

01:00 Digging For Fire
03:00 Jackie & Ryan
05:00 Alex Of Venice
07:00 The Last 5 Years
09:00 Insurgent
11:00 The Man From U.N.C.L.E.
13:00 Spooks: The Greater Good
15:00 The Rewrite
17:00 Suffragette
19:00 Maze Runner: The Scorch
Trials
21:15 Star Wars: The Force
Awakens
23:30 The Last Witch Hunter

00:10 Continent 7: Antarctica
01:00 Killing Reagan

THE LAST 5 YEARS ON OSN MOVIES HD

00:00 Save Your Legs!
02:00 The Invention Of Lying
04:00 Lovesick
06:00 Accidental Love
08:00 How Do You Know
10:00 Lovesick
12:00 The Invention Of Lying
14:00 Passed Away
16:00 How Do You Know
18:00 Norbit
20:00 Growing Up And Other Lies
22:00 Neighbors

01:15 Beyond The Edge
03:00 Hidden Agenda
05:00 Half Of A Yellow Sun
07:00 Escobar: Paradise Lost
09:00 WarGames
11:00 Beyond The Edge
12:45 The Rainmaker
15:00 Two Men In Town
17:00 WarGames
19:00 Trash
21:00 Lost River
22:45 Tusk

00:50 Gator Boys
01:45 Mutant Planet
02:40 Mutant Planet
03:35 Mutant Planet
04:25 Mutant Planet
05:15 Mutant Planet
06:02 Mutant Planet
06:49 Big Fish Man
07:36 Night
08:00 Night
08:25 Americaʼs Cutest Pets
09:15 Big Fish Man
10:10 Mutant Planet
11:05 Tanked
12:00 Americaʼs Cutest Pets
12:55 Gorilla School
13:20 Gorilla School
13:50 Big Fish Man
14:45 Gator Boys
15:40 Mutant Planet
16:35 Tanked
17:30 River Monsters
18:25 Dr. Jeff: Rocky Mountain Vet
19:20 Dr. Dee: Alaska Vet
20:15 Tanked
21:10 Weird Creatures With Nick
Baker
22:05 Dr. Jeff: Rocky Mountain Vet
23:00 Dr. Dee: Alaska Vet

00:00 Fred Dinenage: Murder
Casebook
01:00 The Haunting Of...
02:00 My Haunted House
03:00 Robbie Coltraneʼs Critical
Evidence
04:00 Fred Dinenage: Murder
Casebook
05:00 The Haunting Of...
06:00 My Haunted House
07:00 The First 48
08:00 Evil Up Close
09:00 Fred Dinenage: Murder
Casebook
10:00 Homicide Hunter
11:00 Beyond Scared Straight
15:00 Evil Up Close
16:00 The First 48
17:00 Homicide Hunter
18:00 Fred Dinenage: Murder
Casebook
19:00 Crimes That Shook Australia
20:00 Nightmare In Suburbia
21:00 The First 48
22:00 Evil Up Close

00:20 Worldʼs Deadliest
01:10 Monster Fish
02:00 Amazoniaʼs Giant Jaws
02:50 Man V. Monster
03:45 Wild 24
04:40 Killer Shrew
05:35 Amazoniaʼs Giant Jaws
06:30 Man V. Monster
07:25 Wild 24
08:20 Killer Shrew
09:15 Worldʼs Weirdest (2015)
10:10 Hunter Hunted
11:05 Worldʼs Deadliest
12:00 Search For The Giant
Octopus
12:55 Hippo vs Croc
13:50 Indiaʼs Lost Worlds
14:45 Wild 24
15:40 Dr. Oakley: Yukon Vet
16:35 Worldʼs Weirdest (2015)
17:30 I, Predator
18:25 Worldʼs Deadliest
19:20 Wild 24
20:10 Dr. Oakley: Yukon Vet
21:00 Worldʼs Weirdest (2015)
21:50 I, Predator
22:40 Worldʼs Deadliest
23:30 Search For The Giant
Octopus

00:00 The Quick And The Dead
02:00 The Pack
04:00 Blunt Force Trauma
06:00 S.W.A.T.
08:00 Survivor
10:00 Six Days Seven Nights
12:00 Betrayed
14:00 S.W.A.T.
16:00 Survivor
17:45 Six Days Seven Nights
19:30 Divergent
22:00 As Above, So Below

00:20 Wheeler Dealers
01:10 Mega Trains
02:00 Life After: Chernobyl
02:50 Free Ride
03:40 Fast Nʼ Loud
04:30 The Liquidator
05:00 How Do They Do It?
05:30 How Do They Do It?
06:00 Deadliest Catch
06:50 Wheeler Dealers
07:40 Fast Nʼ Loud
08:30 Big Giant Swords
09:20 The Liquidator
09:45 How Do They Do It?
10:10 How Do They Do It?
10:35 Fast Nʼ Loud
11:25 Misfit Garage
12:15 Street Outlaws
13:05 How Do They Do It?

00:40 Blood Relatives
01:30 Paranormal Lockdown
02:20 The Haunted
03:10 True Nightmares
04:00 Judgment Day: Prison Or
Parole
04:48 Suspicion
08:00 Iʼd Kill For You
08:50 I Almost Got Away With It
09:40 Tabloid
10:30 Suspicion
11:20 Blood Relatives
12:10 I Am Homicide
13:00 Iʼd Kill For You
13:50 I Almost Got Away With It
14:40 Tabloid
15:30 Suspicion

00:10 Hank Zipzer
00:35 Binny And The Ghost
01:00 Violetta
01:45 The Hive
01:50 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
02:40 Hank Zipzer
03:05 Binny And The Ghost
03:30 Violetta
04:15 The Hive
04:20 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
05:10 Hank Zipzer
05:35 Binny And The Ghost
06:00 Violetta
06:45 The Hive
06:50 Mouk
07:00 Dog With A Blog
07:50 Tsum Tsum Shorts
07:55 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
And Cat Noir
08:20 Elena Of Avalor
08:45 Star Darlings
08:50 Liv And Maddie
09:15 Jessie
10:30 Geek Charming
12:00 The 7D
12:10 Austin & Ally
13:00 Liv And Maddie
13:50 Shake It Up
14:15 Shake It Up
14:40 Dog With A Blog
15:30 Good Luck Charlie
16:20 Girl Meets World
17:10 Elena Of Avalor
17:35 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
And Cat Noir
18:00 The Next Step
18:25 Descendants Wicked World
18:30 Liv And Maddie
18:55 Star Darlings
19:00 Bunkʼd
19:25 Disney Mickey Mouse
19:30 Austin & Ally
19:55 Descendants Wicked World
20:00 Backstage
20:25 Tsum Tsum Shorts
20:30 Elena Of Avalor
20:55 Best Friends Whenever
21:20 Jessie
21:45 Jessie
22:10 Jessie
22:35 H2O: Just Add Water
23:00 Binny And The Ghost
23:25 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
23:50 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch

22:25 Gummi Bears
22:55 Minnieʼs Bow-Toons
23:00 Sofia The First
23:30 Sofia The First
23:55 PJ Masks

00:20 Time Team
01:10 Pawn Stars
01:35 Storage Wars: Best Of
02:00 Storage Wars
02:25 Storage Wars
02:50 Storage Wars
03:15 American Pickers
04:05 Pawn Stars
04:30 Pawn Stars
05:00 Mountain Men
06:00 Swamp People
06:50 Ax Men

00:10 The Wine Show
01:00 My Sri Lanka With Peter
Kuruvita
01:25 Rustic Adventures Italy
01:50 Rustic Adventures Italy
02:15 Home Strange Home
03:05 Lyndey Milan - Taste Of
Australia
03:30 My Restaurant In India
03:55 The Wine Show
04:45 Gokʼs Chinese Takeaway
05:35 Fish Of The Day
06:00 The Food Files
06:25 The Food Files
06:50 My Sri Lanka With Peter
Kuruvita
07:15 Rustic Adventures Italy
07:40 Rustic Adventures Italy
08:05 Home Strange Home
08:55 Lyndey Milan - Taste Of
Australia
09:20 My Restaurant In India
09:45 The Wine Show
10:35 Gokʼs Chinese Takeaway
11:25 Fish Of The Day
11:50 The Food Files
12:15 The Food Files
12:40 My Sri Lanka With Peter
Kuruvita
13:05 Rustic Adventures Italy
13:35 Rustic Adventures Italy
14:00 Home Strange Home
14:55 Lee Chanʼs World Food Tour
15:25 My Restaurant In India
15:50 The Wine Show
16:45 Gokʼs Chinese Takeaway
17:40 Fish Of The Day
18:10 The Food Files
18:35 The Food Files
19:05 Lee Chanʼs World Food Tour
19:30 My Restaurant In India

00:00 The Americans
01:00 The Catch
02:00 Bones
03:00 Mistresses
04:00 Royal Pains
05:00 Good Morning America -
Weekend
06:00 Prison Break
07:00 The Amazing Race
08:00 Bones
09:00 Royal Pains
10:00 Prison Break
11:00 Unforgettable
12:00 Wicked City
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
14:00 The Amazing Race
15:00 Live Good Morning America
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
18:00 This Is Us
19:00 Wicked City
20:00 Criminal Minds
21:00 Bones
22:00 Tyrant

00:15 Origins
00:40 Prototype This
01:30 The Gamechangers:
Inventing The World
02:20 Powering The Future
03:10 Mythbusters
08:00 How Do They Do It?
08:26 What Could Possibly Go
Wrong?
09:14 Mythbusters
10:02 Powering The Future
10:50 How Do They Do It?
11:14 Food Factory
11:38 Mythbusters
13:14 What Could Possibly Go
Wrong?
14:02 How Do They Do It?
14:26 Food Factory
14:50 Powering The Future
15:38 Mythbusters
16:26 What Could Possibly Go
Wrong?
17:14 Mythbusters
18:02 Powering The Future
18:50 What Could Possibly Go
Wrong?
19:40 Mythbusters
20:30 American Titans
21:20 How Do They Do It?
21:45 Food Factory
22:10 Nextworld

01:00 Blue Elephant 2
02:45 Baby Geniuses And The
Mystery Of The Crown Jewels
04:30 The Nutcracker Sweet
06:00 Jungle Book: Mowgliʼs
Adventure
07:45 Ghatothkach - Master Of
Magic
09:30 The Adventures Of Don
Quixote
11:00 The Olsen Gang In Deep
Trouble
12:45 Baby Geniuses And The
Mystery Of The Crown Jewels
14:30 Miffy The Movie
16:00 Ploddy Police Car On The
Case
18:00 The Adventures Of Don
Quixote
20:00 Baby Geniuses And The
Space Baby

00:10 Masterpiece With Alan
Titchmarsh
01:00 Emmerdale
01:30 Emmerdale
02:00 Coronation Street
02:30 Alphabetical
03:25 Midsomer Murders
05:15 Black Work
06:10 Masterpiece With Alan
Titchmarsh
07:05 Alphabetical
08:00 Midsomer Murders
09:30 Tracey Ullmanʼs Show
10:00 Black Work
10:55 Masterpiece With Alan
Titchmarsh
11:50 Alphabetical
12:45 Emmerdale
13:15 Coronation Street
13:45 Coronation Street
14:15 Masterpiece With Alan
Titchmarsh
15:10 Alphabetical
16:00 Endeavour
17:50 Safe House
18:45 Emmerdale

19:15 Coronation Street
19:45 Coronation Street
20:10 Alphabetical
21:00 Endeavour
22:50 Emmerdale
23:15 Coronation Street
23:40 Coronation Street

20:00 The Wine Show
20:50 Gokʼs Chinese Takeaway
21:40 Fish Of The Day
22:05 The Food Files
22:55 My Sri Lanka With Peter
Kuruvita

01:00 Peter Pan Live!
03:15 Big Baby
05:00 American Girl: Grace Stirs
Up Success
07:00 Capture The Flag
09:00 The Good Dinosaur
11:00 American Girl: Grace Stirs
Up Success
13:00 Alone For Christmas
15:00 Inside Out
17:00 American Girl: Isabelle
Dances Into The Spotlight
19:00 Hotel For Dogs
21:00 Clockstoppers
23:00 Inside Out

00:05 Destroyed In Seconds
00:30 What Could Possibly Go
Wrong?
01:20 What Could Possibly Go
Wrong?
02:10 Storm Chasers
03:50 Beyond Survival With Les
Stroud
06:20 How Itʼs Made
06:40 How Itʼs Made
07:00 Do You Know?
07:15 Kenny The Shark
07:35 Adventure 8: Zoo Games
08:00 K9 Cops
08:45 How Itʼs Made
09:05 How Itʼs Made
09:30 Invent It Rich
10:20 Mythbusters
11:10 Storm Chasers
12:00 K9 Cops

12:50 Ultimate Survival
13:40 How Itʼs Made
14:05 How Itʼs Made
14:30 Storm Chasers
15:15 Mythbusters
16:00 Kenny The Shark
16:20 Adventure 8: Zoo Games
16:45 Do You Know?
17:00 Donʼt Drive Here
17:50 David Baddiel On The Silk
Road
18:40 Invent It Rich
19:30 How Itʼs Made
19:55 How Itʼs Made
20:20 Mythbusters
21:10 Donʼt Drive Here
22:00 David Baddiel On The Silk
Road
22:50 Destroyed In Seconds
23:15 Destroyed In Seconds
23:40 Ultimate Survival

13:30 Storage Hunters UK
13:55 The Liquidator
14:20 Alaska: The Last Frontier
15:10 Big Giant Swords
16:00 Deadliest Catch
16:50 Fast Nʼ Loud
17:40 Wheeler Dealers: Trading Up
18:30 How Do They Do It?
19:20 Big Giant Swords
20:10 Gold Rush (Season 7
Specials)
21:00 Gold Rush
21:50 Deadliest Catch
22:40 Sean Conway - Running
Britain
23:30 Fast Nʼ Loud

00:00 Blood And Glory: The Civil
War In Color
01:00 Monster Quest
02:00 Cities Of The Underworld
03:00 How 2 Win
03:50 In Search Of Aliens
04:40 Serial Killer Earth
05:30 Blood And Glory: The Civil
War In Color
06:20 Serial Killer Earth
07:10 The Universe
08:00 Monster Quest
09:00 Cities Of The Underworld
10:00 How 2 Win
11:00 In Search Of Aliens
12:00 Serial Killer Earth
13:00 Brad Meltzerʼs Decoded
14:00 Monster Quest
15:00 Cities Of The Underworld
16:00 How 2 Win
17:00 In Search Of Aliens
18:00 Serial Killer Earth
19:00 How The States Got Their
Shape
20:00 Ancient Impossible
21:00 Brad Meltzerʼs Decoded
22:00 Ancient Aliens
23:00 Monster Quest

00:00 Two And A Half Men
00:30 Happy Endings
01:00 Happy Endings
01:30 Girls
02:00 Girls
02:30 Sex & Drugs & Rock & Roll
03:00 New Girl
03:30 Baby Daddy
04:00 Angie Tribeca
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
05:30 Breaking In
06:00 Til Death
06:30 Living With Fran
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:00 Angie Tribeca
08:30 Breaking In
09:00 New Girl
09:30 The Last Man On Earth
10:30 Living With Fran
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
12:00 Til Death
12:30 Angie Tribeca
13:00 Breaking In
13:30 Living With Fran
14:00 Baby Daddy
14:30 The Last Man On Earth
15:30 Happy Endings
16:30 Til Death
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00 New Girl
18:30 Baby Daddy
19:00 Dr. Ken
20:00 Two And A Half Men
21:00 Happy Endings
22:00 Youʼre The Worst
23:00 Sex & Drugs & Rock & Roll
23:30 Two And A Half Men

07:40 Counting Cars
08:05 Counting Cars
08:30 Pawn Stars
08:55 Pawn Stars
09:20 Storage Wars
09:45 Storage Wars
10:10 American Pickers
11:00 Billion Dollar Wreck
11:50 Time Team
12:40 Swamp People
13:30 Ax Men
14:20 Mountain Men
15:10 Ice Road Truckers
16:00 Counting Cars
16:50 Pawn Stars
17:15 Pawn Stars
17:40 Storage Wars
18:05 Storage Wars
18:30 Pawn Stars
18:55 Storage Wars: Best Of
19:20 Ax Men
20:10 The Curse Of Oak Island
21:00 The Curse Of Oak Island
21:50 Hunting Hitler
22:40 Gold Hunters: Legend Of
The Superstition...
23:30 American Pickers

00:00 Sibaʼs Table
01:00 Private Chef
02:00 Chopped
03:00 Food Network Star
04:00 Guyʼs Grocery Games
05:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
06:00 The Kitchen
07:00 The Pioneer Woman
08:00 Sibaʼs Table
09:00 Anna Olson: Bake
09:30 Anna Olson: Bake

10:00 The Kitchen
11:00 The Pioneer Woman
12:00 Sibaʼs Table
13:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
14:00 Chopped
15:00 The Kitchen
16:00 Anna Olson: Bake
17:00 Chopped
18:00 Iron Chef America
19:00 Restaurant Stakeout
20:00 Mystery Diners
21:00 Restaurant Takeover

02:55 Do Or Die
03:20 Do Or Die
03:50 Continent 7: Antarctica
04:45 Big, Bigger, Biggest
05:40 Megacities
06:35 Startalk
07:30 Hubbleʼs Amazing Journey
08:25 Nazi Underworld
09:20 Big, Bigger, Biggest
10:15 The Border
11:10 Highway Thru Hell
12:05 Dirty Rotten Survival
13:00 Nazi Underworld
14:00 Killing Reagan
16:00 The Border
17:00 Highway Thru Hell
18:00 Dirty Rotten Survival
19:00 Continent 7: Antarctica
20:00 The Border
20:50 Highway Thru Hell
21:40 Dirty Rotten Survival
22:30 Continent 7: Antarctica
23:20 Megacities

01:00 Haunting In Hollow Creek
03:00 No God No Master
05:00 A Good Marriage
07:00 6 Ways To Sundown
09:00 The Beat Beneath My Feet
11:00 No God No Master
13:00 A Teacherʼs Obsession
15:00 Abandoned
17:00 The Beat Beneath My Feet
19:00 Good People
21:00 The Disappearance Of
Eleanor Rigby: Him
23:00 Jayne Mansfieldʼs Car
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No: 17105

KNCC PROGRAMME  FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY 
(05/01/2017 TO 11/01/2017)

SHARQIA-1
MOANA                                                       1:00 PM
MOANA                                                       3:15 PM
MOANA                                                       5:30 PM
MOANA                                                       7:45 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                10:00 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                12:30 AM

SHARQIA-2
THE GREAT WALL                                    11:30 AM
THE GREAT WALL                                    1:30 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    3:45 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    6:00 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    8:15 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    10:30 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    12:45 AM

SHARQIA-3
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                12:45 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                3:30 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                       6:15 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    9:30 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    11:45 PM

MUHALAB-1
DANGAL -Hindi                                       1:00 PM
SNOW WHITE’S NEW ADVENTURE 2:30 PM
FRI
SNOW WHITE’S NEW ADVENTURE 4:30 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                6:30 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                       9:00 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                12:15 AM

MUHALAB-2
SNOW WHITE’S NEW ADVENTURE 11:45 AM
MOANA                                                       1:45 PM
MOANA                                                       4:00 PM
MOANA                                                       6:15 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    8:30 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    10:45 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    1:00 AM

MUHALAB-3
THE GREAT WALL                                    12:30 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    2:45 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    5:00 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    7:15 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    9:30 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    11:45 PM

FANAR-1
SNOW WHITE’S NEW ADVENTURE 11:30 AM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                1:45 PM
SNOW WHITE’S NEW ADVENTURE 4:30 PM
SNOW WHITE’S NEW ADVENTURE 6:30 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                9:00 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                11:30 PM

FANAR-2
MOANA                                                       12:00 PM
MOANA                                                       2:30 PM
MOANA                                                       5:00 PM
MOANA                                                       7:30 PM
THE FOUNDER                                         10:00 PM
THE FOUNDER                                         12:30 AM

FANAR-3
SING                                                              11:45 AM
DANGAL -Hindi                                       2:00 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                       5:15 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                       8:30 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    11:45 PM

FANAR-4
THE GREAT WALL                                    11:30 AM
THE GREAT WALL                                    1:45 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    4:00 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    6:15 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    8:30 PM

THE GREAT WALL                                    10:45 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    1:00 AM

MARINA-1
THE GREAT WALL                                    11:45 AM
MOANA                                                       2:00 PM
MOANA                                                       4:15 PM
MOANA                                                       6:45 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    9:00 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    11:15 PM

MARINA-2
THE GREAT WALL                                    1:00 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    3:15 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    5:30 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    7:45 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    10:00 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    12:15 AM

MARINA-3
FLORENCE FOSTER JENKINS             12:30 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                2:45 PM
FLORENCE FOSTER JENKINS             5:15 PM
FLORENCE FOSTER JENKINS             8:00 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                10:15 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                12:45 AM

AVENUES-1
THE FOUNDER                                         11:45 AM
PASSENGERS                                             2:15 PM
THE FOUNDER                                         4:45 PM
PASSENGERS                                             7:15 PM
THE FOUNDER                                         9:45 PM
THE FOUNDER                                         12:15 AM

AVENUES-2
THE GREAT WALL -3D- 4DX                1:00 PM
THE GREAT WALL -3D- 4DX                3:15 PM
MOANA  -3D- 4DX                                  5:45 PM
THE GREAT WALL -3D- 4DX                8:15 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED -3D- 4DX            10:30 PM
THE GREAT WALL -3D- 4DX                1:00 AM

AVENUES-3
SING                                                              1:30 PM
SING                                                              3:45 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                       6:00 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                       9:15 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    12:30 AM

AVENUES-4
DANGAL -Hindi                                       12:30 PM
MOANA                                                       1:30 PM
FRI
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                3:45 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                       6:15 PM
NO THU
Special Show “ROGUE ONE:A STAR WARS STORY”       6:30 PM
THU
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                9:30 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                12:05 AM

AVENUES-5
THE GREAT WALL                                    1:15 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    3:30 PM
THE GREAT WALL -3D                           5:45 PM
NO SUN
Special Show “LA LA LAND”              5:30 PM
SUN
THE GREAT WALL                                    8:00 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    10:15 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    12:30 AM

AVENUES-6
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                12:00 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                2:30 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                5:00 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                7:30 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                10:00 PM

ASSASSIN’S CREED                                12:45 AM

AVENUES-7
THE GREAT WALL                                    11:30 AM
THE GREAT WALL                                    1:45 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    4:00 PM
TAHT AL TARABEZA                               6:15 PM
ESHTEBAK                                                  8:30 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    10:45 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    1:00 AM

AVENUES-8
SNOW WHITE’S NEW ADVENTURE 12:00 PM
THE SNOW QUEEN 3                             1:45 PM
SNOW WHITE’S NEW ADVENTURE 4:00 PM
SNOW WHITE’S NEW ADVENTURE 6:00 PM
LA LA LAND                                               7:45 PM
LEVEL UP                                                    10:15 PM
LEVEL UP                                                    12:05 AM

AVENUES-9
MOANA                                                       11:30 AM
MOANA                                                       2:00 PM
MOANA                                                       4:30 PM
MOANA                                                       7:00 PM
THE MONSTER                                         9:30 PM
THE MONSTER                                         11:30 PM

AVENUES-10
FLORENCE FOSTER JENKINS             1:15 PM
FLORENCE FOSTER JENKINS             1:30 PM
FRI
FLORENCE FOSTER JENKINS             3:45 PM
MOANA                                                       6:15 PM
FLORENCE FOSTER JENKINS             8:45 PM
FLORENCE FOSTER JENKINS             11:15 PM

AVENUES-11
THE GREAT WALL-CINESCAPE 11- 2D       12:30 PM
THE GREAT WALL-CINESCAPE 11- 3D   2:45 PM
THE GREAT WALL-CINESCAPE 11- 2D   5:00 PM
THE GREAT WALL-CINESCAPE 11- 3D   7:15 PM
THE GREAT WALL-CINESCAPE 11- 2D   9:30 PM
THE GREAT WALL-CINESCAPE 11- 2D   11:45 PM

360 ∞- 1
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                11:30 AM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                1:45 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                4:15 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                6:45 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                9:15 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                11:45 PM

360 ∞- 2
FLORENCE FOSTER JENKINS             11:45 AM
FLORENCE FOSTER JENKINS             2:15 PM
FLORENCE FOSTER JENKINS             4:45 PM
FLORENCE FOSTER JENKINS             7:15 PM
FLORENCE FOSTER JENKINS             9:45 PM
ROGUE ONE:A STAR WARS STORY  12:15 AM

360º- 3
PASSENGERS                                             1:00 PM
PASSENGERS                                             3:30 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN                                6:00 PM
PASSENGERS                                             8:15 PM
PASSENGERS                                             10:45 PM
PASSENGERS                                             1:00 AM

AL-KOUT.1
THE GREAT WALL                                    1:15 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    3:30 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    5:45 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    8:00 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    10:15 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    12:30 AM

AL-KOUT.2
THE GREAT WALL                                    12:00 PM

MOANA                                                       2:15 PM
MOANA                                                       4:30 PM
MOANA                                                       6:45 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    9:15 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    11:45 PM

AL-KOUT.3
THE FOUNDER                                         12:30 PM
FLORENCE FOSTER JENKINS             2:45 PM
SING                                                              5:00 PM
THE FOUNDER                                         7:15 PM
FLORENCE FOSTER JENKINS             9:45 PM
THE FOUNDER                                         12:05 AM

AL-KOUT.4
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                1:00 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                3:30 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                6:00 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                8:30 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                11:00 PM

BAIRAQ-1
THE GREAT WALL                                    12:15 PM
THE GREAT WALL -3D                           2:30 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    4:45 PM
THE GREAT WALL -3D                           7:00 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    9:15 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    11:30 PM

BAIRAQ-2
FLORENCE FOSTER JENKINS             1:00 PM
MOANA                                                       3:15 PM
MOANA                                                       5:30 PM
MOANA                                                       7:45 PM
FLORENCE FOSTER JENKINS             10:00 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    12:30 AM

BAIRAQ-3
SNOW WHITE’S NEW ADVENTURE 12:00 PM
SING                                                              2:15 PM
SNOW WHITE’S NEW ADVENTURE 4:30 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                       6:30 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                9:45 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                12:15 AM

PLAZA
DANGAL -Hindi                                       3:15 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                       6:30 PM
NO THU+FRI
SWARNA KADUVA -Malayalam        6:30 PM
THU+FRI
THE GREAT WALL                                    9:45 PM

LAILA
MOANA                                                       3:30 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    6:00 PM
ASSASSIN’S CREED                                8:30 PM
THE GREAT WALL                                    11:00 PM

AJIAL.1
DANGAL -Hindi                                       2:45 PM
FRI+SAT
DANGAL -Hindi                                       6:00 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                       9:15 PM

AJIAL.2
SARDAR SAAB -Punjabi                       3:15 PM
SARDAR SAAB -Punjabi                       6:15 PM
SARDAR SAAB -Punjabi                       9:30 PM

AJIAL.3
SWARNA KADUVA -Malayalam        3:30 PM
SWARNA KADUVA -Malayalam        6:30 PM
SWARNA KADUVA -Malayalam        9:30 PM

AJIAL.4
DANGAL -Hindi                                       3:30 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                       6:45 PM
DANGAL -Hindi                                       10:00 PM

CHANGE OF NAME

My old name was Iqbal
Gafoor Sahab my new name
is Mohummed Iqbal Gafoor
Shaikh S/o Gafoor Shaikh.
Address: Flat No A :- 402, A
wing, Mahesh Apartments,
Sai Sahawas Co-op, Housing
Society Ltd. Shreenath
Nagar Gilbert Hill Road
Andheri
(W) 400058 Mumbai.
(5255)
9-1-2017

Send CV & salary requirements to 

local@kuwaittimes.net 
ABSOLUTELY NO PHONE CALLS

Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted

Help Wanted
Copy Editor/ Proofreader

* No applications accepted from abroad 

ACCOMMODATION

Sharing accommodation
For Filipino Bachelor ONLY
near Big Jamiya Farwaniya.
Available on December 25,
Contact 66826412 or
97512782
9-1-2017

SITUATION WANTED

Purchase Manager experi-
ence 20 years in construc-
tion field looking for job in
one of the leading co. Tel:
99061637 (C 5253)
7-1-2017

MATRIMONIAL

26 years, Height 5.06” (154
cm), Slim, Fair, MSC

(Microbiology), working as
“Research Assistant” at Kuwait
University. We, parents looking
for religious, qualified and well
employed Shia Muslim boy
under age 32, who is working
in Kuwait and preferred from
India. Those seriously interested
may reply/email with your con-
tacts/Age/Photo/Address in
India etc.. Email:
asifq8@gmail.com /
Shanazfatimaym@gmail.com
(C 5254) 
7-1-2017
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You teach honesty every day with your own behavior. Continued interac-
tion with neighbors over community concerns may create some round-table discussions
or at least a group conversation over the fence. Open communication and an agreement
to be watchful and communicative in helping to alert others to any changes or unusual
happenings may be the beginning of a bimonthly neighborhood gathering. In order to
keep everything simple but open, perhaps all could agree on a monthly date to give
each other a call and rotate the responsibility by house number. Speaking of calls,
answer the phone today; you may find that someone is looking to pay back a debt! If
your creative project is not finished you might enjoy applying the final changes now.

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

A friend may bend your ear today in hopes of finding some helpful
answers. You have a kind heart and a willingness to listen; make sure you are inoculated
against negative vibrations. An option here is to leave good thoughts. You will find your-
self shopping or looking at real estate later today. Whether you want to sell or buy, you
will want legal advice before making up your mind. It would not be wise to let yourself
be talked into signing any papers until you get a second opinion. Your ability to commu-
nicate is at a high but your ability to act may seem blocked. Work on your tax papers this
evening; you may uncover some important information for making positive changes to
this year’s income. Your attitude is one of cooperation.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

You may be working on a project, only to be interrupted time and time
again. It may be better, just for today, to be available for others-your time

will come. This would be a good time to insert a bit of laughter and to teach others a
more lighthearted way of looking at their lives. Education, advertising and travel play a
big part in today’s activity and it is all positive. This afternoon you might get help in
planting some flower bulbs for a spring show of colors around your home. You could
find yourself taking an interest in more spiritual and mystical matters. The direction of
your life could turn more to questions of religion and world unity. You and your mate
may talk about ideas of where, how or what might come in the future of family life.   

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Finally, one of the old buddies from school days drops by to catch up on
old times, so to speak. Showing off new homes and new areas of interest in

the city to friends that have been away from home and visiting with friends creates a
time of nostalgia. There is talk of plans and goals among friends. You have many friends
and you will probably learn the most from the less aggressive of your acquaintances.
One of your friends always converses in a very quiet and pleasant manner. Joy is the
inevitable result of gentleness. Joy goes with gentleness as sure as grief attends attack.
Joy is the song of thanks. Learning to have joy is creating a mindset of gratefulness. This

is the beginning of an expansive, creative and even romantic phase.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Do not make assumptions concerning your loved ones. Close relation-
ships offer a lot of potential for growth and good fortune. A marriage or some other part-
nership can raise high hopes and give your spirits a boost. People close to you are opti-
mistic and have good prospects for the future. Unconventional hobbies and other forms
of self-expression that break from the norm play a bigger part in your day. A child or
lover may be rebellious-or perhaps simply ahead of his or her time. Resist the urge to
criticize. Realize that some of us have to dance to our own drummer. Romance and
recreation take on an unusual character, out of step with ordinary expectations. High-
tech gambles could pay off big-this may mean a private bet with a sibling.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

A friend or someone from your religious gathering may seek you out for
advice and counsel. Your thinking is unique and you influence others with your ideas.
Young people enjoy being with you and learning from you and the older people that are
around you enjoy your positive energy. A child’s project may gain your attention but you
will need to limit yourself to observation; remember it is the child’s project. Become
involved in some household activity so you will be nearby to answer questions. This
evening a social gathering is enjoyed. Everything conspires to reveal you at your most
elegant, particularly in social situations. You demonstrate great understanding and sensi-
tivity to the needs of others and communicate goodwill. 

Libra (September 23-October 22)

Organizing or planning ahead for some event always makes for a success-
ful end result. Today the organizing or planning may involve some future travel event or
family event. Optimism is important now. Loyalty, dependability and trustworthiness are
in you and your mate’s future. These positive aspects of your life will be with you for a
long time-hopefully, forever. You and your mate may discuss further education. Further
education can improve your working status and should soon be considered. You will be
able to take a step up the corporate ladder or at the very least, increase your income
potential. A night class together might be fun, especially one that both of you could be
equal in understanding-no competition.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

On this day, life seems to have slowed a bit-at least your own. Things can-
not be forced today. This slower pace brings about a great opportunity to

work some more on a project of yours-perhaps a hobby. Your humor is certainly in fine
shape. As you join family or friends at a restaurant for the noon meal, you find yourself
relaxed and full of good stories to tell. As you refresh others, you will find a renewed
strength of your own. Through the twenty-first of the month, you could be more
thoughtful than active-good for writing and planning. Pay attention to the amounts of
food you eat; easy does it. This is a great time to reflect and understand your own situa-
tion. Emotions or the feelings of those around you may be very clear; it is a nice time.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

You may not feel like concentrating on a health program or exercise rou-
tine but very few of us can operate well without some good muscle tone. If you begin to
work yourself into a routine of exercise now, as you get older the routine will come natu-
rally. You will certainly help to assuage painful joints through exercise. The fun part is in
finding something you can do with a group of people and if this is not going to the gym
together, a bicycle tour or a run might be just the thing. You will find exercise will release
stress. Any tension around you at this time is very disturbing and others will find you
patiently using your sense of humor to diffuse tension. This evening you may be helping

family members pack up to return home or to college after the holiday break.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

There could be new responsibilities at home, perhaps a few you had not
planned. Young or elderly people may enjoy your company for a time

today as you could be working on a creative project to help teach, entertain or divert their
attention for a little while. You may, however, find yourself somewhat at odds with some-
one around you. There is a lot going on and you will want to focus on doing the best you
can. At times, you may feel you are working against the flow of energies but it won’t take
you long to add your positive self to the potion in order to change things for the better. It
is advisable to take a few breaks during the day in order to reenergize and catch your
breath. By late this afternoon, you are ready to visit a bookstore or enjoy a movie.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 1485

ACROSS
1. A vehicle carrying many passengers.
4. Type genus of the Plataleidae.
12. (Irish) Mother of the ancient Irish gods.
15. A successful stroke in an athletic con-
test (especially in baseball).
16. Of or relating to Albania or its people
or language or culture.
17. An angular shape characterized by
sharp turns in alternating directions.
18. How long something has existed.
19. A peninsula in southwestern Europe.
20. Lower in esteem.
22. A Russian prison camp for political
prisoners.
24. Young sheep.
25. Food mixtures either arranged on a
plate or tossed and served with a moist
dressing.
26. An edilbe seaweed with a mild flavor.
27. Scottish insurgent who led the resist-
ance to Edward I.
29. Indigo bush.
30. A small restaurant where drinks and
snacks are sold.
33. Arborescent cacti having very spiny
cylindrical stem segments.
37. Aircraft landing in bad weather in
which the pilot is talked down by ground
control using precision approach radar.
39. The local time at the 0 meridian pass-
ing through Greenwich, England.
40. An opening into or through some-
thing.
41. A Chadic language spoken south of
Lake Chad.
45. A lyric poem with complex stanza
forms.
46. Any of various primates with short
tails or no tail at all.
50. Presence of abnormally large amounts
of uric acid in the urine.
53. Beyond what is natural.
54. An associate degree in nursing.
55. A colorless explosive liquid that is
volatile and poisonous and foul-smelling.
56. Wild sheep of northern Africa.
58. Informal terms for money.
60. English theoretical physicist who
applied relativity theory to quantum
mechanics and predicted the existence of
antimatter and the positron (1902-1984).
63. Conducive to peace.
64. (computer science) A system of world-
wide electronic communication in which
a computer user can compose a message
at one terminal that is generated at the
recipient's terminal when he logs in.
67. A legal document codifying the result
of deliberations of a committee or society
or legislative body.
70. Feline mammal usually having thick
soft fur and being unable to roar.
71. Submit or yield to another's wish or
opinion.
74. Title for a civil or military leader (espe-
cially in Turkey).
75. A cut of pork ribs with much of the
meat trimmed off.
77. A plant hormone promoting elonga-
tion of stems and roots.
78. 100 fen equal 1 yuan.
79. Low stingless nettle of Central and
South America having velvety brownish-
green toothed leaves and clusters of
small green flowers.

80. A pointed tool for marking surfaces or
for punching small holes.

DOWN
1. God of wealth and love.
2. A member of a Turkic people of
Chinese Turkestan and neighboring areas
(formerly of Mongolia and eastern
Turkestan).
3. An ancient upright stone slab bearing
markings.
4. United States baseball player.
5. A three-year law degree.
6. Norwegian mathematician (1802-
1829).
7. National capital of Kiribati.
8. Taxonomic kingdom comprising all liv-
ing or extinct animals.
9. At risk of or subject to experiencing
something usually unpleasant.
10. (Akkadian) God of wisdom.
11. Squash bugs.
12. Any of numerous ornamental shrubs
grown for their showy flowers of various
colors.
13. An independent agency of the United
States government responsible for avia-
tion and spaceflight.
14. Advanced in years.
21. An indehiscent fruit derived from a
single ovary having one or many seeds
within a fleshy wall or pericarp.
23. A leisurely walk (usually in some pub-
lic place).
28. The act of slowing down or falling
behind.
31. Of or relating to fungi.
32. A colorless flammable gas used chiefly
in welding and in organic synthesis.
34. A blind god.
35. Evergreen trees and shrubs having
oily one-seeded fruits.
36. The sixth month of the civil year.
38. Colloquial British abbreviation.
42. The capital of Western Samoa.
43. A man who is the lover of a girl or
young woman.
44. (Greek mythology) A maiden seduced
by Zeus.
47. Italian violin maker and grandson of
Andrea Guarneri (1687?-1745).
48. Having come or been brought to a
conclusion.
49. (Norse mythology) Trickster.
51. Of or relating to or characteristic of
Thailand of its people.
52. Release from a clasp.
57. An ornamental jewelled headdress
signifying sovereignty.
59. Any of various spiny trees or shrubs of
the genus Acacia.
61. An iconic mental representation.
62. A switch made from the stems of the
rattan palms.
65. The act of scanning.
66. A three-tone Chadic language.
68. A pouch in many birds and some low-
er animals that resembles a stomach for
storage and preliminary maceration of
food.
69. An official language of the Republic of
South Africa.
72. An accountant certified by the state.
73. A loose sleeveless outer garment
made from aba cloth.
76. Being nine more than ninety.

Yesterday’s Solution

Yesterday’s Solution

34s t a r s

Daily SuDoku

Wordsearch Puzzle

You may find yourself put to good use by your friends. Someone may sug-
gest some form of entertainment after helping to put a piece of furniture together or
painting a hallway, etc. All of this should go rather smoothly. While you are with your
friends, you will find yourself giddy and feeling very relaxed among friends. Others may
find you especially witty for now. You may decide to discuss with your friends some of
the ideas you have about a move or a change in your living quarters-new color scheme,
etc., not necessarily a new apartment or home. Others value you for your independence
and unique qualities and talents-they may be asking you for advice. You and your friends
may decide to go to a movie or a play this evening.

Someone has left you in control this day and you are pleased to have the
responsibility. You are industrious in how you pass the time. This could

mean you are sitting with a child, animal or person and will have to make decisions that
will create a safe environment. If you are not responsible for people or animals, it could
be possessions that are in question and while the owner of the store or property is out,
you will handle any activity that occurs. You can do it and may have a great satisfaction
about yourself before the day is over. People are proud to have you on their side. Perhaps
a profession in law or detective work would be profitable for you. Your special day is full
of all sorts of blessings. Tonight you celebrate! 

Yesterday’s Solution
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Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists
Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444
Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222
Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171
Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999
Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700
Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223
Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)
Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510
Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660
Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478
Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996
Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988
Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166
Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners
Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123
Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312
Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920
Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465
Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528
Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781
Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists
Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534
Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955
Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660
Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120
Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan                                  22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

DrAdrian arbe                                   23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin                       2572-6666 ext 8321

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan                              22655539

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami                  25343406

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly                                  25739272

Dr. Salem soso                                                  22618787

General Surgeons

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer                          22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher             25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart

Dr. Adnan Ebil                                                   22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada                                      22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan                              25728004

Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra                                  25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub                                    24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani                                25654300/3

Paediatricians

Dr. Khaled Hamadi                              25665898

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed                         25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard                             25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar                                   22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof                                  25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare                                  23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew                        24334282

Dermatology

Dr. Mohammed Salam 
Bern University                                      23845955

Dentists

Dr Anil Thomas                                       3729596/3729581

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar                          22641071/2

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed                     22562226

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer                       22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan                              22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash             22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan             25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari                              25620111

Neurologists

Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri         25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan                     25345875

Gastrologists

Dr. Sami Aman                                        22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly         25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali                 22633135

Endocrinologist

     Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman 25339330

     Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

     Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924

Physiotherapists & VD

     Dr. Deyaa Shehab 25722291

     Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees 22666288

Rheumatologists:

     Dr. Adel Al-Awadi 25330060

     Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah 25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart

     DR.Mohammes Akkad           24555050 Ext 210

     Dr. Mohammad Zubaid
     MB, ChB, FRCPC, PACC
     Assistant Professor Of Medicine
     Head, Division of Cardiology
     Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital 25339667

Consultant Cardiologist

     Dr. Farida Al-Habib          2611555-2622555
     MD, PH.D, FACC
     Inaya German Medical Center
     Te: 2575077
     Fax: 25723123

Soor Center
Tel: 2290-1677
Fax: 2290 1688

info@soorcenter.com
www.soorcenter.com

Psychologists
/Psychotherapists

PRIVATE CLINICS

William Schuilenberg, RPC 2290-1677
Zaina Al Zabin, M.Sc. 2290-1677

Kaizen center
25716707

Noor Clinic
23845955

INTERNATIONAL
CALLS

Afghanistan 0093

Albania 00355

Algeria 00213

Andorra 00376

Angola 00244

Anguilla 001264

Antiga 001268

Argentina 0054

Armenia 00374

Australia 0061

Austria 0043

Azerbaijan 00994

Bahamas 001242

Bahrain 00973

Bangladesh 00880

Barbados 001246

Belarus 00375

Belgium 0032

Belize 00501

Benin 00229

Bermuda 001441

Bhutan 00975

Bolivia 00591

Bosnia 00387

Botswana 00267

Brazil 0055

Brunei 00673

Bulgaria 00359

Burkina 00226

Burundi 00257

Cambodia 00855

Cameroon 00237

Canada 001

Cape Verde 00238

Cayman Islands 001345

Central African 00236

Chad 00235

Chile 0056

China 0086

Colombia 0057

Comoros 00269

Congo 00242

Cook Islands 00682

Costa Rica 00506

Croatia 00385

Cuba 0053

Cyprus 00357

Cyprus (Northern) 0090392

Czech Republic 00420

Denmark 0045

Diego Garcia 00246

Djibouti 00253

Dominica 001767

Dominican Republic 001809

Ecuador 00593

Egypt 0020

El Salvador 00503

England (UK) 0044

Equatorial Guinea 00240

Eritrea 00291

Estonia 00372

Ethiopia 00251

Falkland Islands 00500

Faroe Islands 00298

Fiji 00679

Finland 00358

France 0033

French Guiana 00594

French Polynesia 00689

Gabon 00241

Gambia 00220

Georgia 00995

Germany 0049

Ghana 00233

Gibraltar 00350

Greece 0030

Greenland 00299

Grenada 001473

Guadeloupe 00590

Guam 001671

Guatemala 00502

Guinea 00224

Guyana 00592

Haiti 00509

Holland (Netherlands) 0031

Honduras 00504

Hong Kong 00852

Hungary 0036

Ibiza (Spain) 0034

Iceland 00354

India 0091

Indian Ocean 00873

Indonesia 0062

Iran 0098

Iraq 00964

Ireland 00353

Italy 0039

Ivory Coast 00225

Jamaica 001876

Japan 0081

Jordan 00962

Kazakhstan 007

Kenya 00254

Kiribati 00686

Kuwait 00965

Kyrgyzstan 00996

Laos 00856

Latvia 00371

Lebanon 00961

Liberia 00231

Libya 00218

Lesotho 00266

Lithuania 00370

Luxembourg 00352

Macau 00853

Macedonia 00389

Madagascar 00261

Majorca 0034

Malawi 00265

Malaysia 0060

Maldives 00960

Mali 00223

Malta 00356

Marshall Islands 00692

Martinique 00596

Mauritania 00222

Mauritius 00230

Mayotte 00269

Mexico 0052

Micronesia 00691

Moldova 00373

Monaco 00377

Mongolia 00976

Montserrat 001664

Morocco 00212

Mozambique 00258

Myanmar (Burma) 0095

Namibia 00264

Nepal 00977

Netherlands 0031

Netherlands Antilles 00599

New Caledonia 00687

New Zealand 0064

Nicaragua 00505

Nigar 00227

Nigeria 00234

Niue 00683

Norfolk Island 00672

N. Ireland (UK) 0044

North Korea 00850

Norway 0047

Oman 00968

Pakistan 0092

Palau 00680

Panama 00507

Papua New Guinea 00675

Paraguay 00595

Peru 0051

Philippines 0063

Poland 0048

Portugal 00351

Puerto Rico 001787

Qatar 00974

Romania 0040

Russian Federation 007

Rwanda 00250

Saint Helena 00290

Saint Kitts 001869

Saint Lucia 001758

Saint Pierre 00508

Saint Vincent 001784

Samoa US 00684

Samoa West 00685

San Marino 00378

Sao Tome 00239

Saudi Arabia 00966

Scotland (UK) 0044

Senegal 00221

Seychelles 00284

Sierra Leone 00232

Singapore 0065

Slovakia 00421

Slovenia 00386

Solomon Islands 00677

Somalia 00252

South Africa 0027

South Korea 0082

Spain 0034

Sri Lanka 0094

Sudan 00249

Suriname 00597

Swaziland 00268

Sweden 0046

Switzerland 0041

Syria 00963

Serbia 00381

Taiwan 00886

Tanzania 00255

Thailand 0066

Togo 00228

Tonga 00676

Tokelau 00690

Trinidad 001868

Tunisia 00216

Turkey 0090

Tuvalu 00688

Uganda 00256

Ukraine 00380

United Arab Emirates 00976

United Kingdom 0044

Uruguay 00598

USA 001

Uzbekistan 00998

Vanuatu 00678

Venezuela 00582

Vietnam 0084

Virgin Islands UK 001284

Virgin Islands US 001340

Wales (UK) 0044

Yemen 00967

Yugoslavia 00381

Zambia 00260

Zimbabwe 00263
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Khloe Kardashian’s

incredible
weight loss
Khloe Kardashian showed off her incredible

weight loss in a new before-and-after picture.
The 32-year-old reality TV star - who lost 40lbs

after embracing exercise and changing her diet -
took to Instagram to share a side-by-side comparison
picture of herself, as she promoted her new show
‘Revenge Body’. Khloe wrote: “If you were to ask me
five years ago if I ever saw myself being completely in
love with fitness and health. That I would be an inspi-
ration to many others, that I would be the push that
others needed to find their way. I would’ve laughed
in your face. Me? The chubby one? No way!  But now I
can’t see myself ever stopping! I am completely hon-
ored and taking my role seriously in helping motivate
and teach people what I had to learn to better myself
from the inside out. Becoming stronger mentally so I
can’t let the little things break me down. I see myself
only getting better and better!  “I can’t believe how
far I have come! I almost can’t believe that was me! If
you’ve lost your motivation don’t beat yourself up
about it, negative thoughts only turn into negative
realities. By keeping positive about your body, your
inner health, your mental sanity, your fitness and
what you’re trying to achieve, you’re way more likely
to succeed. My fitness journey was for myself and
myself alone. On my terms and on my timeline!
Cheers to us becoming better than we were yester-
day! #RevengeBody (sic).” Khloe turned to exercise
after the breakdown of her marriage to Lamar Odom
incredible transformation.  And she is getting ready
to launch a new show, ‘Revenge Body’, which will
help people overcome traumatic times in their life
and get their “revenge” by getting back to their best.
She previously explained: “‘Revenge Body’ is basically
a show about taking people that not so much are
seeking revenge in a harmful, malicious way, but
revenge in the best way possible, which is a good
body. “So people that have gone through really trau-
matic experiences in life, not all  of them are
breakups, some of them have lost a parent or some-
thing that’s been really traumatic which has caused
them to gain a lot of weight and they don’t really
know how to get control over their life again. So
whatever that circumstance is I want them to get
revenge on that incident.”

Ozzy Osbourne overdosed when his wife
Sharon suffered a seizure during her
cancer treatment. Sharon, 64, was diag-

nosed with colon cancer in 2002 and her and
Ozzy’s daughter Kelly claims in her upcoming
book, ‘There Is No Secret’,  that Ozzy, 68, strug-
gled to cope when his wife had a seizure while
battling the disease. In an excerpt from the
tome, obtained by the New York Post’s Page
Six, Kelly wrote: “Dad was there in his boxers,
and I watched him scoop his hands into a bowl
of pills, swallow a handful of something, and
then wash it down with vodka. “[Later in the
ambulance] he leaned over to put his hand out
to see if mum was breathing. Then he passed
out with his hand over her mouth .?.?. The EMTs
tried to pull him off, and Dad, not knowing
where he was or what he was doing, started to
resist out of habit. They pulled over the ambu-
lance and started to call the police. “Dad could
not handle the thought of losing mum.” Kelly,
32, also claimed that Robin Williams saved her
mother’s life because he convinced Sharon to

continue her chemotherapy. Kelly wrote: “He
climbed into bed with her .?.?. He stayed there
all afternoon, and throughout the house, you
could hear her cackling with laughter. Shortly
after he left, she told us that she’d decided to
go back and finish chemo .?.?. Robin Williams
helped save mum’s life.” Speaking previously
about her parents, Kelly joked she is “sickened”
by how much they love each other. She said:
“They love each other so much. It’s almost sick-
ening. And if they make out in public one more
time, I  think I ’m going to throw up. You
should’ve seen them last night: They have this
huge massive mansion house, and they’re
tucked in a little corner in the kitchen on the
couch cuddling and watching TV. “I was like,
‘I’m just gonna drop this off and leave you guys
to it. I’ll see you later!’ It’s really nice to watch.
Everyone goes through hard times, but they’re
the definition of true love. To see them fall so
deeply in love with each other all over again
time and time again, it makes me realize how
special my family is.”

Ozzy ‘took an overdose
during wife’s cancer battle’

Ozzy ‘took an overdose
during wife’s cancer battle’

The Los Angeles-based stylist - who has
11-month-old son Freddie Reign with
One Direction star Louis Tomlinson-

had her account hacked last week and has
now decided to leave Instagram due to “pri-
vacy concerns”.  Tweeting from her verified
account, she wrote: “Taking a break from
@Instagram due to obvious privacy con-
cerns.” She later deleted the tweet but her
Instagram page has been removed from
the photo-sharing site.  Briana’s decision to
delete her account came after it was briefly
taken over by a mystery hacker, who post-
ed a short message through a series of
screenshots. The hacker wrote: “I hacked
her to show her she needs to be careful
with her Instagram account. Believe it or
not I’m actually helping her a lot now she
knows that she can’t just put her informa-
tion anywhere.” However, Briana managed
to get back control of her account and fired
back on Twitter later. She wrote: “You seri-
ously have nothing better to do than hack
an innocent mother’s Instagram. You are
sick.” Despite having public Instagram,
Twitter and Snapchat accounts, Briana has
previously asked for privacy and hit out at
her online detractors. Last year she posted
a message on her accounts, which read: “To
all those who feel the need to make dis-
paraging, hateful and inappropriate com-
ments concerning me and my son Freddie -

I am sincerely sorry that you all have cho-
sen to focus your time and attention on my
life and the life of my son. Surely you must
have better things to do than pry into the
personal life of  a single mom and newborn
child.  I am a proud new mother that is
extremely joyous about my child being in
this world and have shared that joy with
my friends and family on a daily basis -
often times through social media. However,
that does not give anyone the right, or the
invitation to be nasty and disparaging
toward me. So, please stop prying into the
private and personal facts of my life and my
son’s life in order to weave stories and peak
public interest. “The things that you dis-
cuss, and the sources that you rely on are
extremely off base and unreliable. More
importantly, every mature and experi-
enced adult should know that there is
always more to a story than what meets
the eye - especially involving matters of
the heart.  I am confident that in the days
and weeks to come, you all will find that
your negativity and venomous attacks
were little more than time wasted.  In the
meantime - I am hopeful that you all will
respect my son’s privacy and find it in your
hearts to discontinue the overwhelmingly
inappropriate comments about me, my
family, and most importantly, my son
Freddie. Thank you. (sic).”

Briana Jungwirth
has deleted her

Instagram account

The 48-year-old Bros star had a secret admirer in the
former Spice Girls star when they were younger, and
he has admitted he fancied the brunette beauty -

who has four children - Brooklyn, 17, Romeo, 14, Cruz, 11,
and five-year-old daughter Harper with her retired soccer
star husband, David Beckham - but admits she was right to
fall in love with the 41-year-old hunk. He said: “Victoria is
such a lovely girl. I had a crush on her too, but I think she
made the right choice. “David and I chatted about having
tattoos in the same place!” Meanwhile, Matt has said he’s
struggle meeting new people because of his hectic work
schedule. He told Closer magazine: “My job makes it quite
difficult to meet someone because I’m so busy travelling
for performances. “I’m lucky to have such an amazing life,
so I do want to share that with a best friend. Someone I can
make love to all over the world and just have a laugh with.”
Matt previously insisted he is very much single and was
just having a bit of fun with pop beauty Rebecca Ferguson,
30, who he was linked to at the end of 2016. He told BANG
Showbiz: “That just took a life of its own. I know Rebecca,
we spoke today she’s lovely. “But I’m single and the good
thing is it’s a nice feeling when you meet someone, espe-
cially as lovely Rebecca, and you talk, but that happens at
our pace and not anyone else’s.”

Matt Goss had a crush 
on Victoria Beckham

Lohan 
wipes social

media 
accounts 

Lindsay Lohan has wiped most of her social
media accounts clean.  The 30-year-old actress
is “in a period of renewal” and has chosen to

wipe her accounts so that she can start 2017 off with
a clean slate. She said: “I am so excited for this new
chapter in my life!” And Lindsay’s manager Scott
Carlsen added to MailOnline: “Lindsay in a period of
renewal, and is very excited for what the new year
holds. “We are extremely happy here at team Lohan,
thrilled to see everyone’s reactions over the next year
as we have some big projects lined up.” Lindsay
recently revealed that having part of her finger
ripped off in a fishing accident in Turkey last year
helped her to put her life into perspective and has
been a huge factor in her decision to continue volun-
teering with refugees. She explained: “Losing half of
my finger and getting it back was one of the best
things that happened to me.  “If that didn’t happen
to me, if I didn’t lose a part of myself essentially - and
I weirdly think about this when I meditate - I wouldn’t
have stayed in Turkey. I wouldn’t have stayed there,
and I wouldn’t have understood what it feels like to
lose a limb.”  The actress spent time working with
Syrian refugees in Turkey last year and is planning to
go back to the country to help those in need.  She
said “I am deciding now if I will head back to do more
work in refugee camps in Turkey and Antep during or
after the New Year.  “The dates are not set. It depends
on how Turkey feels after the recent terrorist attack
in Istanbul. Not that any attack has or will ever stop

me from helping those suffering, those who
need our help the most.” 

Taylor Hill plans
business career 

Taylor Hill wants to move into the “actual business”
of fashion one day. The 20-year-old model is making
the most of the opportunities she has in the catwalk

world during her current career to learn as much as she
can and will definitely use her “education” in the industry
in the future. She told Britain’s Vogue magazine: “I’m really
curious about the fashion business. “I mean, the actual
business. As such as anything else, one of the amazing
opportunities I have, doing this job, is that I get to see the
industry from the inside. “I’m always paying attention,
always making mental notes. “The more I see, the more I
learn. I’ll definitely use that education someday.” Taylor
recently admitted being a Victoria’s Secret Angel is a
“challenge” for her as she isn’t what people would expect
of the lingerie models. She said: “[I’m] more of a loser
tomboy type. I’m very nerdy, I love to read-I’m not neces-
sarily a girl’s girl. “[Being an Angel] really challenges who I
am as a person. I’m standing there in underwear, but I’m
just [macho] like, ‘Hey guys!’ “ Of the Angels, Taylor is most
close to “weirdo” Behati Prinsloo. She said: “She’s a weirdo.
I love her. “She’s just loud and clumsy and she laughs a lot.
The first time we met, she was touching my face and
being like, ‘You’re so cute’. And I’m just like, ‘I love you!’”
Taylor is dating fellow model and actor Michael Stephen
Shank and though their work regularly keeps them away
from their New York apartment, she insists it doesn’t mat-
ter. She said: “He comes back and forth from LA, but then I
go off on location and stuff. But it’s OK. Sometimes
absence makes the heart grow fonder.”

Ben Affleck
would ‘discourage’
his children from 
becoming actors

The ‘Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice’ star - who
has Violet, 11, Seraphina, eight, and Samuel, four,
with his estranged wife Jennifer Garner - wouldn’t

like for his children to follow in his or Jennifer’s footsteps.
He said: “I wouldn’t allow them to do it until they’re 18, and
once they were 18, they can do whatever they want to do,
but I would discourage it.” And the 44-year-old actor also
opened up about his own journey to stardom.  He shared
to Extra TV: “Overnight, I went from somebody no one ever
heard of, to somebody that gets recognized on the street
and could get a table at a restaurant. I was 24-years-old
and it was a confusing time.  “I’ve got three kids now, and
it’s a whole long road later. I have a much better perspec-
tive on it all, although it still can be confusing and difficult
to deal with. There’s no map to it, you’ve just got to figure it
out on your own.” Meanwhile, Ben previously admitted he
struggled with fame particularly in his 20s. He explained:
“I’d always had a strong idea about my values and the
direction I wanted to be headed in, then I ran into getting
famous and it totally spun me around and I flailed around
for a few years. When you’re a young man in your 20s, part
of that is making mistakes and learning from them. “I just
made those in front of everybody, rather than privately.
There’s stuff I look back on and kind of cringe at but I
always tried to treat other people well. My parents imbued
that in me and the mistakes I made were mostly just of the
embarrassing kind.”
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Nicole Kidman says her husband is
the “most beautiful man she’s ever
met”.  The 49-year-old actress

gushed about Keith Urban as she collected
the Best Supporting Actress award at the
6th AACTA International Awards in
Hollywood on Friday. In her acceptance
speech, she said: “To the most beautiful
man I’ve ever met, Keith Lionel Urban. He’s
got a gypsy heart, and travels the world
where I go. ‘We’re going to Tasmania to
make a film!’ And he’s like, ‘OK ... ‘“
Meanwhile, Nicole previously opened up
about her relationship with Keith - with
whom she shares daughters Sunday, eight,
and Faith, six - and admitted she gets “anx-
ious” when he doesn’t answer his phone.
Asked what her pet peeve is, she shared:
“When people say they will do something
and they don’t. And I know it’s terribly
demanding, but I don’t like it when my
husband doesn’t answer his phone. I have

to keep calling and calling, and I get anx-
ious. Does that make me high-mainte-
nance?” The couple have shared a lot of
lovely memories together but one of the
best ones for Nicole - who also has Isabella,
24, and Connor, 21, with her ex-husband
Tom Cruise - was when they celebrated her
40th birthday together.  She said: “When I
turned 40, my husband, Keith, drove me
up to the top of this small hill in Australia
and sat me down. He had put together
this huge fireworks display. It was just for
the two of us! It was sexy.” And Nicole still
remembers the couple’s first kiss, admit-
ting it was a bit of a “weird” experience
because it happened whilst they were
watching horror movie ‘The Shining’. She
recalled: “This is crazy: We were playing
hooky from school. I had my first kiss
while watching ‘The Shining’. Is that not
weird? And we did a few things other
than kiss too! 

Nicole Kidman: Keith Urban
is the ‘most beautiful’ man

The ‘Million Reasons’ hitmaker is
gearing up to perform in the covet-
ed slot at the NRG Stadium in

Houston, Texas on February 5.
Captioning a picture of herself in the
rehearsal studio, she wrote: “30 days till

#superbowl #halftime #gaga (sic)” Gaga
revealed she would be headlining the
half-time slot on social media back in
September. She wrote on Twitter at the
time: “It’s not an illusion. The rumors are
true. This year the SUPER BOWL goes
GAGA! @nfl @FOXTV @pepsi #PERFECTIL-
LUSION #GAGASUPERBOWL (sic)”.  And
Gaga isn’t new to performing at the foot-
ball championship event after she kicked
off proceedings by singing the national
anthem in 2016.  Speaking at the time,
she said: “This is one of the highest hon-
ours of my career. I get a chance to sing
for all the athletes - who have been work-
ing so hard their whole lives for this
moment - the coaches, as well as the fans
in the stands who are waiting for this
moment. I think it marks what being an
American is all about.” The 30-year-old
singer has been really busy promoting
her latest album ‘Joanne’ and previously
revealed it is about a “very tough
woman”.  She explained: “I think I am
lucky I have a great family. I have advice
ingrained in me not to give up. I’m a
tough girl. And that is actually what the
album is about. I’m a very tough woman.”
Speaking specifically about her song
‘Perfect Illusion’, she added: “People feel
pressured to live up to that perfect illu-
sion in their real lives.  This is about
accepting that and letting go. I’m not
saying not to use your phone, I’m not
that crazy. “I think social media is great.
But there’s also a lot of things that are on
the internet that aren’t reality ... So this
song is about raging against it and let-
ting it go. It’s about wanting people to
re-establish that human connection.”

Lady Gaga
is rehearsing for her

Super Bowl half-time show  

Kate Hudson “couldn’t be more in
love” with who her son is as a per-
son.  The ‘Deepwater Horizon’ star

penned a sweet tribute to her eldest son
Ryder, who she shares with ex-husband
Chris Robinson, as he turned 13 on
Saturday. Captioning an old picture of
the pair, she wrote: “Thirteen years ...
Today I reflect on how lucky I am to have
spent my entire adult years being Ryder’s
mother. My dear Ryd man! Today you are
13! Hard to believe but I’m starting right
at you and my goodness yes you are a
teenager! I couldn’t be more in love with
who you are as a person and who you are
growing into as a young man. “Smart,
funny, joyful, tolerant, perceptive, empa-
thetic, loving, you continue to maintain
the beautiful attributes of your true
nature and I will always be there as your
touchstone to help nurture them or

rediscover them if they ever get cloudy.
“But watching you independently keep
these characteristics close and alive has
been a wondrous journey in which I look
forward to witnessing every waking hour.
Happy Birthday baby!!! 13 is looking pret-
ty awesome so far!!!  I love you
#RyderIsThirteen #HappyBirthday
#ProudMama (sic)” Meanwhile, the 37-
year-old actress - who also has five-year-
old son Bingham with her ex-partner
Matt Bellamy - previously insisted she is
doing the best she can as a mother. She
shared: “I don’t try to sugarcoat things. I’ll
say, ‘I’m doing the best I can.’ I like cook-
ing, I like presenting. “I like it to be an
experience and [my kids] help me with it,
but if they want something after that, I’ll
be like, ‘Look, I’m placing a meal out for
you like a king. I can’t do everything. I’m
going to have to be the OK mom.’”

Kate Hudson’s
birthday tribute

to eldest son

Pink thanked Carey Hart for “sticking around” as
she marked the couple’s anniversary. The ‘Just
Give Me A Reason’ hitmaker took to social media

to post a little message for her husband as they cele-
brated 11 years of marriage.  Writing on her Instagram
account alongside an old picture of the pair kissing,
she wrote: “Yum yum yum yum yum yum yum yum
yum yum yum ... that’s one for every year care bear. I
really like you this week.  #happyanniversarymylove
I’m very lucky to be able to say that you’re mine.
Thanks for sticking around (sic)” The couple have had a
great start to the year after they welcomed their sec-
ond child, a little boy called Jameson Moon Hart, into
the world at the end of December. Announcing the
news on Instagram at the time, the singer wrote:
“Jameson Moon Hart 12.26.16 ... I love my baby daddy.
(sic)” Carey - who also has five-year-old daughter
Willow with Pink - will no doubt be pleased by the
baby’s arrival as he previously admitted he would love
to have a son. He said: “We got one princess, so hope-
fully we’ll have a little guy coming.  I don’t want any
competition for my daughter. I’m nervous for what it’s
going to be ... It’s been a while since we’ve had a baby
around the house.  It’s going to be really fun. “Willow is
over the moon. She’s been talking about how she
wants a baby sister. She built a bicycle for him or her.
So we’re going to finish it up after No. 2 shows up. She
tore the bike all apart and after No. 2 shows up, she’s
going to decide the colors that she wants to do for it. I
told her, ‘Look, he or she is not going to be able to use
it for a while - but they’ll be ready for it’ ... Right now,
she’s very excited, until they start taking her toys and
breaking her stuff, and then we’ll see how it goes.”

Bryan Tanaka felt he had a “connec-
tion” with Mariah Carey for months
before they started dating. The 33-

year-old dancer and choreographer con-
fessed to his dancer pal G.  Madison that he
was “catching some hard feelings” for the
‘Without You’ hitmaker when she was still
engaged to Australian billionaire James
Packer.  In a preview clip from Mariah’s real-
ity show Mariah’s World, he said: “I can’t
believe I’m saying this right now. I’m catch-
ing some hard feelings [about] Miss Mariah.
I don’t know if I’m tripping, but it’s been
kind of going a little nuts lately man. “I feel
like our chemistry is not just professional,
there’s great chemistry professionally, but
when we talk it feels like there’s a connec-
tion that is more than what we’ve had for
the past 10 years. [I wouldn’t] cross that line
[if it didn’t] feel the way it does.” G. Madison
then tells Bryan that Mariah is in a “tough
position” because of her engagement and

Bryan agrees, admitting it is “a complicated
situation”.  He added: “That’s where I’m trip-
ping, like she’s engaged so maybe I’m really
just tripping.” But G. Madison reassures his
friend, telling him: “Or maybe you’re spot
on.” Since the 46-year-old singer - who has
five-year-old twins Moroccan and Monroe
with her ex-husband Nick Cannon - split
from James, she has started dating Bryan
and the couple recently spent the holidays
in Aspen, Colorado with Mariah’s children.
A source said recently: “They’re in a proper
relationship now. She’s really into Bryan.
He’s with her 24/7. He’s a nice guy but they
weren’t together when she broke up with
James ... “He gets along really well with
her twins, Moroccan and Monroe. She
bought him lavish designer Christmas
gifts from the Aspen boutiques. They walk
around holding each other’s hands and
are always very affectionate.  [They’re]
always smooching.”

Bryan Tanaka’s ‘connection’ 
with Mariah Carey

Kristin Cavallari’s husband threw her a
surprise party to mark her 30th birth-
day. The ‘Hills’ star gushed about her

husband Jay Cutler - with whom she shares
Camden, four, Jaxon, two, and Saylor, 13
months - as she posted a sweet picture of the
pair kissing on social media. Captioning a pic-
ture of herself and Jay, she wrote: “This is the
only somewhat decent picture I have from last
night (and we’re both clearly sober) but Jay
really went all out for my 30th birthday.  “He
threw the most amazing surprise party and
made me feel so special and loved and I will
forever be grateful for this man, my family,
and all my amazing friends. I am the luckiest

girl in the world
to have such
incredible peo-
ple in my life.”
Meanwhile,
Kristin previous-
ly opened up
about how ther-
apy saved her
relationship
with the 33-
year-old
American foot-
ball star.  She
explained: “I
think it’s impor-
tant for people
to know that

there’s no such thing as a perfect relationship,
you know? We work on it. It’s true.  We love
each other and we want to make it work, but I
100 per cent credit our therapist for saving our
relationship. We’ve come so far being in thera-
py both individually and together as a couple,
that it’s been incredibly beneficial. “We moved
very quickly: We got engaged after eight
months, and then we actually broke up about
two and a half, three months later. Called off
the engagement. And then we got back
together, and when we got back together, I
kind of went through a little phase where I
didn’t know if I wanted to get married. I think
it was really more about my ego, I had one
foot in and one foot out and that was ridicu-
lous. And if we were gonna be together and
really give it a shot, that wasn’t fair. So, I decid-
ed to grow up, I guess.”Kr
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The ‘Guardians of the Galaxy’ star -
who has two-year-old twins Cy and
Bowie with her husband Marco

Perego - has gushed about her active
children but admitted that their fights
are starting to become very “vicious”.
She explained: “They’re totally gangsters.
These kids are like up at night!  One is
more into talking in Spanish. The other is
expressing himself more in English. One
is like, ‘No quiero! No quiero!’ And the
other is like, ‘I don’t wanna!’ “You’re like,
‘It’s time to go to sleep,’ and they’re both
yelling at you all these things ... And
when they start fighting, they just look
like two lads at a pub fighting over like
the wrong girl too. It’s like, ‘Ugh!’ It’s just
vicious. ‘You guys are only two this is hor-
rible.’” And the 38-year-old actress is keen
for her children to experience different
traditions and feels lucky she can cele-
brate new ones each year, particularly at
Christmas, because they’re still so young
at the moment.  She added to
Entertainment Tonight: “Now that they’re
two is when we’re starting to tell them.
And they have an idea. Their approach is
very musical, so it’s through songs
that you get them to understand
who Santa Claus is. “But my hus-
band [Marco Perego] and I have
another year until they’re three.  I
think we have this Christmas to
decide what kind of Christmas we
need to create and follow that tradi-
tion indefinitely for our family.
Because we don’t want to deprive
each other’s respective back-
grounds too, how we celebrated
Christmas as kids.” Meanwhile, Zoe
recently admitted it can be tough
looking after twins.  She shared:

“Everybody romanticises having twins -
and we love it, we don’t regret it - but let
me just tell you, the part that sucks
about having twins is that you’re cater-
ing to two people that are growing up at
once at the same age, going through the
same things, with different tempers. Like,
opposite tempers.” — Bang Showbiz

Zoe Saldana’s
twins are 

‘total gangsters’
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Models present
creations by
Northern Irish
designer JW
Anderson during
his catwalk show
on the third day
of the
Autumn/Winter
2017 London
Fashion Week
Men’s fashion
event in London.
—AP/AFP photos

Models present creations by US-based
designer Ximon Lee.

London
Fashion
Week
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A vendor waits
for customers in
Istanbul’s Grand

Bazaar, one of
Istanbul’s main

tourist 
attractions. 

A woman takes
pictures on a 

boat crossing the
Bosporus in

Istanbul.

The once bustling Grand Bazaar in
Istanbul is astonishingly quiet. The shops
and restaurants in the city ’s trendy

Istiklal Street are all but empty of foreign cus-
tomers and the hotels in the upscale Nisantasi
district are nearly deserted. Turkey’s economy
is suffering in the face of a string of extremist
attacks - including the nightclub massacre of
New Year’s revelers, most of them foreigners -
and uncertainty following the failed coup in
July against President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
that saw more than 270 people killed.

Tourism, a key component of the economy
as well as a substantial foreign currency earn-
er, has taken a hit - not least because Russian
visitors have stayed away in the wake of a
diplomatic spat over Turkey’s downing of a
Russian warplane in November 2015. “2016
was a lost year for Turkish tourism,” said Cetin
Gurcun, secretary general of Turkey’s travel
agency association, TURSAB. “It is impossible
for Turkey to give up on tourism, but the most
important priority of the sector is security,”
Gurcun added. “The first thing a tourist looks
for when choosing a destination is peace and
safety. Only then do they research service
quality and price.”

Economic downturn
There was a time when tourism in Turkey

was red hot, climbing from 10.5 million visitors
in 2000 to 36.2 million people in 2015, making
it the sixth-most visited destination in the
world. The sector earned $31.5 billion in 2015.
But that all came to a halt last year, with a 30
percent drop in visitors, from 34.8 million in
the January-November period in 2015 to a lit-
tle over 24 million for the same period in 2016.
Yasemin Pirinccioglu, general manager of the
VIP Event travel agency, said that foreigners
who had visited before were still returning.
“But the people who are planning to come for
the first time to Turkey, they’re postponing
their trips,” she said.

Natalia Dubaltsava from war-ravaged east-
ern Ukraine is among those who come to
Istanbul regularly. “We make trips here any-
way,” she said. “There is unrest in the world. It’s
a fact. People say the same about our city,
Dnepropetrovsk. We are close to the front line,
but it is calm there. Life is life. We decided to
go anyway.” Because of the economic down-
turn, the Turkish Lira hit a record low in the
first week of 2017, trading around 3.60 per US
dollar. Analysts expect it to weaken further in
coming months.

While the weaker currency could have
some beneficial economic effects - making it
cheaper to visit or invest in Turkey and help-
ing the country’s exports - the drop makes the
country poorer overall and less able to pay its
debts. The security concerns are obvious in

the economic data. In the third quarter of last
year, the drop in tourism was the main cause
for a 7 percent year-on-year decrease in the
sale of goods and services. Consumer spend-
ing and investment have also plummeted
since the summer.

Istanbul, the country’s most popular tourist
destination for foreigners, has been the
biggest target for extremists. Ten German
tourists were killed in a suicide attack in the
heart of Istanbul’s historic district on January
12, 2016. Other attacks in Istanbul include one
in the central Beyoglu neighborhood in March,
as well as at the city’s main airport in June,
where dozens died.

Middle Eastern countries
Hundreds of people eager to wave good-

bye to a tumultuous 2016 gathered at the
popular Reina nightclub in Istanbul for New
Year’s celebrations only to become the first
victims of 2017 when an Islamic State gunman
stormed the premises and killed 39 people,
mostly foreigners. One statistic stood out in
the wake of the tragedy - most of the victims
were from the Middle East.

“Before, there were a lot of customers from
America and Europe,” said the club co-owner,
Mehmet Kocarslan said. “Once the Westerners
decreased, Middle Easterners became a
majority.” “2016 was a very unfortunate year
for Turkey,” added Kocarslan, who said he was
contemplating closing the club after the mas-
sacre. “There hasn’t been a hardship our coun-
try didn’t encounter.” In the sprawling Grand
Bazaar - officially the first ever roofed shop-
ping mall when it was built in the 15th centu-
ry - vendors stood in front of their jewelry,

clothing and souvenir shops, desperately
looking for foreign customers. “Business is
quite different than before,” shop owner
Muslim Besenk said. “There are bombs going
off everywhere, why should tourists come?
Only Arabs come. The rest cannot come and
it’s not certain that they will.”

Basel Trablesei, a tourist from Lebanon, did
not seem worried by the security in Istanbul
despite the nightclub attack. “What happened
here happens anywhere in the world, so this is
something we can’t avoid,” he said. “I tell
everyone to come to Istanbul.” Pinar Kartal
Timer, general manager of Istanbul’s historic

Pera Palas hotel in the lively Beyoglu neigh-
borhood, said the rise in tourists from the
Middle East was because of Turkey’s greater
ties to the region.

“It’s because already the strategy of the
Turkish government has been to make a rap-
prochement with Middle Eastern countries,”
she said, referring to the conservative leader-
ship that has shifted from its pro-Western
policies. 

Barcin Yinanc, a columnist at the English-
language Daily News, said that all the strate-
gic advantages Turkey offered in the mid-
2000s have now turned against it.  — AP

Turkey’s tourism 
takes big hit after extremist attacks 

A tram is driven past as a Turkish police offi-
cer secures central Istanbul’s Istiklal Avenue,
the main shopping road of Istanbul.

Turkish police officer patrols the area by the
Byzantine-era Hagia Sophia, one of Istanbul’s
main tourist attractions in Istanbul.Turkish flags decorate Istanbul’s Grand Bazaar, one of Istanbul’s main tourist attractions.

A shop owner holds cups of tea outside his shop in Istanbul’s Grand Bazaar, one of Istanbul’s
main tourist attractions.

People walk at the Arasta Bazaar in the historic Sultanahmet district in Istanbul, one of the
city’s main tourist attractions.
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Shinto believers of the Teppozu Inari Shrine pray after bathing in cold water to purify their souls and bodies during a New Year event in Tokyo yesterday. Some 100 Shinto believers took part in the annual new year purification event. — AFP

Egyptians throw parties to 
save in ‘money pools’

A
s belly dancers sway to the music of an
Egyptian band playing at a young girl’s
birthday party, the guests count their

cash to add to the pot. Microphone in hand,
master of ceremonies Hassan El-Agami
announces that one of the attendees has con-
tributed 5,000 Egyptian pounds (260 euros,
$274), an unusually large amount. But the mon-
ey in the pot is not for the young girl-it is for her
father whose turn it is to collect the contents of
a “money pool”.

This cooperative savings system, also popular
in other parts of the world such as Latin America,
is helping Egyptians living in a period of deep
economic hardship to find funding outside the
banking system. “Each participant pays specific
amounts at parties until their turn comes, and
then he throws his party and collects his money,”
says Agami. Most participants put in between
250 and 2,500 Egyptian pounds per session,
depending on their income. 

They cannot borrow money from the pool
but receive around the same amount as they put
in. Unlike other money pools in Egypt, participants
in the same one as the girl’s father do not know
each other. This is where Agami and other coordi-
nators become essential, collecting and keeping
track of each person’s contribution, and fixing a
schedule for future collections. Such parties are
held each week in Egypt, usually on a Thursday
evening, which marks the end of the workweek.
One party can cost around 50,000 pounds to
organize, yet the person throwing it could collect
as much as 200,000 pounds from the pool, accord-
ing to Agami.

‘Help each other out’
A relative’s wedding, a birthday party or even

the celebration of a birth could become a meet-
ing point for the participants. The idea is to
throw as big a party as possible to attract a large
crowd and more contributions. If participants in

the pool do not attend, an organizer will visit
their home to collect the money instead. In the
small town of Abou El-Gheit about 35 kilometers
(22 miles) north of Cairo, the father of the young
girl is too busy organizing and observing the
party to stop and talk. Under a large colorful
tent set up in farmland, lit up with bright white
bulbs, about 500 attendees sit in a fog of smoke
from hookah water pipes and cigarettes.

Most of the men wear long traditional garb,

staying until dawn, as several belly dancers per-
form in two-piece racy outfits despite cold
weather. Magdy Ragab, in his 30s, was among
those who came with his contribution. “I’ll con-
tinue paying for a year or more until I throw my
party,” says Ragab, a butcher who may use the
money to buy a pick-up truck, or to open a shop.
Agami’s assistants count the money, writing
down the participants’ names and the amount
each of them paid. The attendees are presented
with fruit wrapped in aluminum foil, cigarettes,
hookah pipes, and bottles of beer.

Such parties have become more common in
Egypt in the past few years as economic condi-
tions deteriorate amid the political, security, and
economic turmoil  in the aftermath of the

January 2011 uprising. Some Egyptians fear they
could lose their savings if banks go bankrupt, or
do not even have bank accounts. Others do not
qualify for loans. The instability in the Arab
world’s most populous nation has led to a dollar
shortage, a slowdown in economic activity, bal-
looning inflation, and record price increases for
basic goods and services.

It also led to shortages in medicine, baby
milk, and other items such as sugar. In these
conditions, money pools are one of the “grass-
roots cooperative financing mechanisms,” says
economic analyst Wael Gamal. “When people
don’t trust banks or when borrowing costs are
high, people opt for cooperative ways to help
one another,” says Gamal. — AFP

Egyptian men
attend a 
wedding in the
Egyptian
Qalyubia 
governorate.

A bride and
groom are 
showered with
money as they
dance during a 
wedding.

A bride and groom are showered with money as they dance during a wedding.

Egyptian master of ceremonies collects money at a wedding in the Egyptian Qalyubia
governorate, north of Cairo.

A musician is showered with money as he
performs during a wedding.
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