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‘INDOMITABLE LIONS' CROWNED AFRICA KINGS

LIBREVILLE: Cameroon players celebrate with the trophy after beatin

Sino-Gabonaise yesterday. —AFP (See Page 20)

Chilly Qatar suffers

coldest ever day

DOHA: Desert state Qatar recorded the lowest ever
temperature in the country’s history yesterday, just 1.5
degrees Celsius, according to a statement posted online
by state media. A weather station in the southwest of
the country - Abu Samra - recorded the temperature,
equivalent to 34 degrees Fahrenheit, in the “early morn-
ing’, said a statement from Qatar News Agency (QNA).
“The new record low temperature is the lowest since
the 3.8 degrees recorded in January of 1964," said the
QNA. Temperatures have been relatively low for the past
several days in the Gulf state and the Qatar
Meteorology Department said this was due to an area
of high pressure. Qatar usually makes headlines for its
hot weather. Most notably, football’s governing body
FIFA switched the timing of the 2022 World Cup, being
held in Qatar, to November and December because of
fears over the country’s ferocious summer heat, where
temperatures can regularly reach 50 degrees Celsius.

Bomb blast in Bahrain,

no casualties: Govt
DUBAI: A bomb exploded on a main street near
the Bahraini capital yesterday, causing no casual-
ties in what the government described as a “ter-
rorist” act. “Terrorist bombing on Budaya Street
damages multiple cars without casualties,” read a
tweet by the interior ministry. Bahrain last month
executed three men found guilty of killing police-
men, including an Emirati officer who was part of
a Gulf force that entered the kingdom to help
quell protests. A policeman was also shot dead in
a village last month. Authorities described the
shooting as “terrorist”.

Qatar Airways launches

world’s longest flight

DOHA: Qatar Airways launched the world’s longest
scheduled commercial service with its inaugural flight
from Doha to Auckland taking off eight minutes early
yesterday, a company spokeswoman said. Flight QR920
left the Qatari capital at 05:02 (0202 GMT) and was set
to land in New Zealand at 07:30 local time today (1830
GMT). The Boeing 777 flight will take 16 hours and 20
minutes, pass over 10 time zones, five countries and
travel 14,535 km before reaching Auckland. But even
that flying time may be looked on jealously by passen-
gers on the return flight which, due to high-altitude
winds, will take 17 hours and 30 minutes, according to
the company website. This will make it the world’s
longest passenger service in terms of flying time,
according to tracking website flightradar24. Qatar
Airways did not immediately have a figure for the num-
ber of passengers who boarded on Sunday, but it is
believed there are four pilots and 15 crew on the plane.
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By B Izzak and A Saleh

KUWAIT: Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem yesterday said
that he will invite the government to brief the National
Assembly in a closed debate on Feb 14 on the shared
Khor Abdullah waterway with Irag. The issue of the nar-
row estuary has become an issue in Iraq, leading to
demonstrations in the southern city of Basra, with a
number of Iragi parliamentarians accusing Kuwait of
taking part of Iraqi territorial waters.

Kuwaiti and Iraqgi land and maritime borders were
demarcated under the UN Security Council resolution
833 issued in 1993 when former Iraqgi leader Saddam
Hussein was still in power. Land borders were demarcat-
ed in a simple way, but it took the two countries until
2012 to demarcate the maritime borders in Khor
Abdullah, which faces the Kuwaiti islands of Warba and
Boubyan, where the Mubarak Al-Kabeer container har-
bor is being built.

A number of MPs strongly demanded government
action in response to what they described as Iraqi
provocations concerning Khor Abdullah. “Iraqi MPs
statements in this regard are irresponsible because
Kuwaiti-Iragi borders are governed by UN resolutions.
Somebody in fishing in troubled waters,” they stressed.
In this regard, MP Saleh Ashour said that the govern-
ment has to immediately form an operations room to
track anti-Kuwait developments in Irag.

MP Ali Al-Degbasi said the parliamentary foreign
affairs committee will convene today to discuss the ‘usu-
al’lraqi provocations. “It is obvious that the US-Iran hon-
eymoon is over,” he said on his Twitter account. MP
Marzouq Al-Khalifa urged the foreign ministry to take
serious measures and not to take the Iragi demonstra-
tions lightly. MP Abdullah Fahhad Al-Enezi urged the
government to summon the Iraqi ambassador and
express its objection to alleged claims on the waterway
and call off the Iraq donors conference.

Continued on Page 13

«» TRUMP IMMIGRATION BAN IN LIMBO

VISA HOLDERS RUSH TO BOARD FLIGHTS AMID REPRIEVE
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LOS ANGELES: Naimah Qazi (left) and Hatal Ashraph, both of Hawthorne,
California, protest the executive order by US President Donald Trump banning
immigrants from seven majority-Muslim countries at Los Angeles International

Airport on Saturday. — AFP

PALM BEACH: A US appeals court has
rejected a government request to rein-
state President Donald Trump’s contro-
versial immigration ban, prompting trav-
elers from seven mainly Muslim nations
to hurry to enter the country before the
next legal twist. The early-morning ruling
from a federal appeals court was the lat-
est chapter in a saga which began on Jan
27, when Trump issued a blanket ban on
all refugees and travelers from Iran, Iraq,
Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen.
Trump, known for his early morning
tweet storms, did not offer an immediate
comment about the ruling, but Vice
President Mike Pence, who made the
rounds on yesterday’s TV political talk
shows, called the decision “frustrating”.
“We will move very quickly,” Pence told
Fox News. “We are going to win the argu-
ments because we will take the steps
necessary to protect the country, which
the president of the United States has

ing a wider legal review. “The opinion of
this so-called judge, which essentially
takes law-enforcement away from our
country, is ridiculous and will be over-
turned!”

Trump wrote on Twitter, in rare criti-
cism of a judge by a sitting president.
“The judge opens up our country to
potential terrorists and others that do
not have our best interests at heart. Bad
people are very happy!” Trump’s original
executive order slapped a blanket ban
on entry for nationals of the seven coun-
tries for 90 days and barred all refugees
for 120 days. Refugees from Syria were
blocked indefinitely.

In an appeal filed late Saturday, the
Justice Department said that suspend-
ing the ban was causing “irreparable
harm” to the American public. It said
Robart’s ruling had run afoul of constitu-
tional separation of powers, and “sec-
ond-guesses the president’s national

the authority to do”

On Saturday, the Manhattan property
mogul had unleashed a string of fiery
tweets defending his policy and attack-
ing federal judge James Robart, who on
Friday blocked the ban nationwide pend-

security judgment”. But in the early
hours of Sunday morning, the Ninth
Circuit Court of Appeals rejected a
request calling for the travel ban to be
immediately reinstated.

Continued on Page 13

WORRIES ANEW  TRUMP CABINET PICK PAID BY
THAT US COULD CONTROVERSIAL IRANIAN GROUP

REVIVE TORTURE

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump’s advocacy
of waterboarding and the promotion of a CIA official
who once led brutal interrogations have raised con-
cerns that the United States could yet resume torturing
suspects in its fight against Islamist extremists. Last
week the leaked draft of a White House executive order
detailed a desire to reopen CIA “black sites” used in so-
called enhanced interrogations in the early 2000s and
to ease tough restrictions on interrogation techniques
set by former president Barack Obama.

On Thursday, the Central Intelligence Agency
announced that Gina Haspel would become the
agency’s deputy director, answering to new director
Mike Pompeo. Haspel, a veteran undercover agent,
presided over the interrogations of Al-Qaeda detainees
Abu Zubaydah and Abd al-Rahim Al-Nashiri in a secret
CIA facility in Thailand after the 9/11 attacks.

Continued on Page 13

DUBAI: An official in US President Donald
Trump’s Cabinet and at least one of his
advisers gave paid speeches for organiza-
tions linked to an Iranian exile group that
killed Americans before the 1979 Islamic
Revolution, ran donation scams and saw its
members set themselves on fire over the
arrest of their leader. Elaine Chao, confirmed
this week as Trump's transportation secre-
tary, received $50,000 in 2015 for a five-minute speech to
the political wing of the Mujahedeen-e-Khalq, previously
called a“cult-like" terrorist group by the State Department.

Former New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani also was paid
an unknown sum to talk to the group, known as the
MEK. More than two dozen former US officials, both
Republican and Democratic, have spoken before the
MEK, including former House Speaker and Trump
adviser Newt Gingrich. Some have publicly acknowl-
edged being paid, but others have not. While nothing

Elaine Chao

would have prohibited the paid speech-
es, they raise questions about what influ-
ence the exiles may have in the new
administration.

Already, a group of former US officials,
including Giuliani, wrote a letter to Trump
last month encouraging him to “establish
a dialogue” with the MEK’s political arm.
With Trump’s ban on Iranians entering the
US, his administration’s call this week to put Iran “on
notice” and the imposition of new sanctions on Friday,
the exile group may find his administration more wel-
coming than any before.

A potential alliance with the MEK would link the US
to a group with a controversial history that has gone
against American interests in the past by supporting
Iran’s Islamic Revolution and the US Embassy takeover
in Tehran.

Continued on Page 13
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His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah holds official talks with Croatian President
Kolinda Grabar-Kitarovic, in presence of His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah yesterday presented the visit-
ing Croatian President Kolinda Grabar-Kitarovic with the
‘Order of Mubarak Al-Kabeer, in recognition of the
European nation’s support of Kuwait. In return, His
Highness the Amir was adorned with the ‘Grand Order
of King Tomislav, the most prestigious state order of
Croatia. Later yesterday, His Highness the Amir hosted a
lunch banquet in honor of the visiting Croatian
President and her accompanying delegation.
Meanwhile, Kuwait and Croatia signed an agreement
on mutual visa exemption, in the presence of His
Highness the Amir and President Grabar-Kitarovic. The

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah presents
the‘Order of Mubarak Al-Kabeer’ to Croatian President Kolinda Grabar-Kitarovic.

proceedings at Bayan Palace were also attended by His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

The agreement applies to holders of diplomatic pass-
ports and was co-signed by Deputy Foreign Minister
Khaled Al-Jarallah and the Croatian Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to Kuwait Tomislav
Bosnjak.

In the meantime, President Grabar-Kitarovic met sep-
arately with National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem, His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak,
Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh
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Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah and the Croatian Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to
Kuwait Tomislav Bosnjak sign the visa waiver agreement.—Amiri Diwn and KUNA photos

AMIR, CROATIAN PRESIDENT EXCHANGE HONORARY ORDERS
KUWAIT, CROATIA SIGN VISA WAIVER AGREEMENT

Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Sabah as well as Oil,
Electricity, and Water Minister Essam Abdulmehsen Al-
Marzougq. Furthermore, she held a meeting with First
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Khaled Hamad Al-Sabah, which highlighted bilat-
eral relations and ways to boost them in all fields. The
two sides also discussed developments in the region
and international arena.

Also yesterday, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Finance Anas Al-Saleh met with the visiting Croatian
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Economy,
Entrepreneurship and Crafts Martina Dalic at Bayan
Palace.— KUNA
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National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem greets Croatian President Kolinda

Grabar-Kitarovic during a lunch banquet hosted by His Highness the Amir Sheikh

Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Croatian President Kolinda Grabar-Kitarovic meets with His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

Croatian President Kolinda Grabar-Kitarovic meets with First Deputy Prime Minister

and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Hamad Al-Sabah.
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Croatian President Kolinda Grabar-Kitarovic receives
the certificate for the ‘Order of Mubarak Al-Kabeer’
from His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah receives the ‘Grand Order of King Tomislav’
from Croatian President Kolinda Grabar-Kitarovic.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with UAE’s Speaker of the National Council Amal Abdullah  His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Sabah meets with UAE's

Al-Qubaisi, in presence of His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah accom-
panied by His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
received at Bayan Palace yesterday UAE

Speaker of the National Council Amal
Abdullah Al-Qubaisi and her accompany-
ing delegation. The meeting was attended
by Deputy Minister of the Amiri Diwan
Affairs Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah. Qubaisi

and her delegation later met with His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber
Mubarak Al-Sabah as well.

Earlier yesterday, His Highness the Amir
received His Highness the Crown Prince,

Speaker of the National Council Amal Abdullah Al-Qubaisi.

AMIR MEETS WITH UAE NATIONAL COUNCIL'S CHIEF

National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali
Al-Ghanem, His Highness Prime Minister
and First Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. Meanwhile, His

Highness the Crown Prince received His
Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak, Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled, and Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh
Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah. — KUNA
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Local spotlight

WORKING IN THE COLD

By Muna Al-Fuzai

muna@kuwaittimes.net

weather is freezing, with the wind bringing tempera-

tures down, especially in the early hours of the
morning. But every morning, we see workers heading to
work in the extreme cold wearing dirty yellow uniforms or
old and light clothes. Their choice is limited, so they tend to
shield themselves from the wind by crouching on the sides
of buildings.

The owners of their companies - either cleaning, con-
tracting or construction - should be obliged by law to pro-
vide warm clothes and give them their financial dues on
time, and not take advantage of their weakness and needi-
ness. It is devastating to see images of protests by poor
workers who haven't been paid for months. Last week,
hundreds of Egyptian workers held a protest for not being
paid for the last seven months. Sadly, the Kuwaiti owners
are making millions of dinars, but don't care about these
poor laborers who only came to Kuwait to make a living
and not to suffer more and sink in debt.

We all see pictures and hear stories about the exploita-
tion of workers by contractors and rich businessmen,
which reflects negatively on the reputation of Kuwait, and
perhaps even beyond this. It gives a wrong perception of
Islam and portrays this as normal behavior by Muslims,
which is something that we should not accept.

Charities are active these days in collecting money and
clothing for refugees outside the country, but turn a blind
eye to the people who are closer to them - sometimes just
a few steps away from their doors. Few people give clothes
to street workers, and maybe some food in the morning
would be a nice gesture. | am sure those workers are hun-
gry and would be grateful if given a little money or a sand-
wich. This is a kind gesture of humanity.

The society should support each other, especially vul-
nerable and needy people who are struggling these days
because of the cold and possibly delayed salaries. Don't
forget their needs of heating and heavy clothing. Let’s
extend a hand of mercy towards them. The cleaners keep
our streets tidy and take away all the garbage that gets
dumped, especially food, which is often thrown on the
streets. These men have the right to be respected, appreci-
ated and get assistance.

Some might argue this is an insignificant and trivial
matter, but as long as we are bringing in these workers to
our country every day, it is our responsibility to make their
life easier. | believe that as much as we need them to clean
our streets, we must remember that we also need to scrub
out our prejudices towards these vulnerable people.

Kuwait is experiencing a cold wave these days. The

OIL SECTOR TO EMPLOY
OVER 2,000 KUWAITIS
IN 2017-18

KUWAIT: Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) is set to
employ over 2,000 Kuwaitis for the fiscal year 2017-2018.
With the new employment, the number of new Kuwaiti
workers in the oil sector will
reach 4000 for the current
and the next fiscal years,
Minister of Oil and Minister
of Electricity and Water
Essam Al-Marzouq said in an
interview published yester-
day in Al-Anbaa newspaper.
Marzouq meanwhile not-
ed that Kuwait’s oil sector
‘ aims to boost production
|| rate to reach four million bar-
rels per day, develop the
petrochemicals industry and
increase outside investments
as part of its 2040 vision.

The minister added that
oil consumption in the country is currently at 350,000 bar-
rels per day. He expected consumption to jump to
extremely in high rates for the coming years due to urban
expansion. Marzouq added that Kuwait aims to use renew-
able energy to produce about 15 percent of its consump-
tion needs. —KUNA

' &(.)il Minister Essam
Al-Marzouq

KUWAIT: Drugs found with two suspects arrested
yesterday in Fintas.

FUGITIVES ARRESTED
IN FINTAS, MAHBOULA

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Two citizens were arrested in Fintas with
drugs, said security sources, after checking on the
suspects, one of them was also discovered to be
wanted by authorities over five different cases, while
the other was found to be wanted for a financial
claim to a local telecom company. Meanwhile, anoth-
er citizen was arrested in Mahboula and discovered
to be wanted in four different cases including a finan-
cial claim to a local telecom company and to serve a
year in jail for assault.

Separately, the Interior Ministry’s relations and
security media department announced that the
Ministry of Electricity and Water will disconnect pow-
er supply at Ardhiya Service Center in block 4 from
8:00 am to 11:00 am this morning to conduct some
maintenance works.

LOCAL
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KUWAIT-JAPAN COOPERATE
ON WASTE MANAGEMENT

"WORKSHOP OF MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE

By Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: A two-day conference on the environment
kicked off yesterday at Costa del Sol Hote, under the
auspices of Kuwait’s Environment Public Authority (EPA)
in collaboration with the Ministry of Environment in
Japan. The event, titled ‘Workshop of Municipal Solid
Waste, is being held to tackle environmental issues and
outline the upcoming solid waste management project
to be carried out in cooperation with Japan.

Environmental challenges

In his speech, Ahmad Al-Manfouri, Director General of
Kuwait Municipality acknowledged the fact that Kuwait
faces environmental challenges, particularly regarding
waste management. “Economic development, the
growth of the population, urban expansion and industri-
al progress increased all types of waste. The country
actually wasted a lot of money getting rid of waste that
harms environment, and studies showed that each indi-
vidual exceeded the average percentage. So we need to
take measure and precautions,” he urged.

“Waste can be used as a source of energy. It has eco-
nomic value and many countries around the world are

using it now,” he pointed out. Manfouri said that private
sector companies are helping the municipality to exe-
cute waste management in the country. “In November
2014, the municipality’s engineering consultants funded
feasibility studies on solid waste management. They
recently finished the research and are now ready to start
the project,” he stated.

Global problem

Takashi Ashiki, the Japanese Ambassador to Kuwait,
lauded Kuwait and Japan’s continued cooperation on all
fronts, specifically on the environment. Ashiki said waste
management is not just a Kuwaiti problem, but also a
global one. “It is well-connected to the population
growth and economic progress. But Japan has succeed-
ed in tackling this issue especially, when it comes to
industrial waste,” he opined. During the 1960s and 1970s,
Ashiki told attendees that they had to tackle waste man-
agement issues, an order they successfully completed.

“After a lot of attempts from our engineers, we were
able to effectively manage the impact of industrial
waste, recycle waste and therefore preserve the environ-
ment,” he said. “Every day in Japan, we exceeded the
average of 1.5 kilograms of waste per person. It is the
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KUWAIT: Ahmad Al-Manfouri, Director General of Kuwait Municipality (left) presents a memento to
Takashi Ashiki, the Japanese Ambassador to Kuwait. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

FIRM TO INSPECT KUWAIT'S TAX
EVASION PREVENTION MEASURES

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: A delegation from the
Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Development (OECD) is scheduled
to visit Kuwait in May to review its readi-
ness for applying the agreement of
Common Reporting Standard (CRS),
which aims at fighting tax evasion.
Informed sources said the visit aims at
urging the procedures needed to
implement the agreement Kuwait
signed last year to be retroactive since
2017 and effective by 2018.

Health insurance

Health Minister Dr Jamal Al-
Harbi announced that no violations
had so far been detected in distrib-
uting the ‘Afya’ health insurance
cards for retired citizens. “Legal and
financial penal measures included
in the contract signed between the
Ministry of Health and the insur-
ance company will be applied in
the event of detecting any viola-
tions,” he stressed, noting that
those measures may go as far as
excluding the violator from the

medical service providers’ network.
Harbi added that all medical serv-
ice prices provided through Afya
cards are preset, and the service
provider cannot change them dur-
ing the contract’s tenure.

Retirement
The Ministry of Commerce and
Industry is expected to refer two
assistant undersecretaries to retire-
ment by next week, then fill vacan-
cies in various sectors with a
reshuffle.

Doha
Sulibikhat
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KUWAIT: Minister of Public Works Abdurrahman Al-Mutawaa opened
yesterday the third phase of the Jamal Abdul-Nasser Road’s intersec-
tions, which is a four-kilometer-long road consisting of overpasses
that connect Ghernata with the Airport Road. —KUNA photos
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highest in the world. So we really require a firm position
on tackling this issue. We did, and everybody acknowl-
edged our work and effort. In fact the Amir of Kuwait
and your Prime Minister have already encouraged
Kuwait’s Municipality to cooperate with us on the issue
of waste management. The plan for 2035 for a new
Kuwait is also very encouraging to us. They want Kuwait
to be the center of Arab activities with the aim of pre-
serving a sustainable environment. We want to help
Kuwait to tackle this issue.”

Presentation

The two-day conference also included a presenta-
tion on a vision for the future development of landfill
sites in Kuwait, environmental awareness programs,
and sanitary landfill projects. The presentation also
included recycle and re-use programs, environmental
preservation by industrial companies, the presentation
of waste management by the Environment Public
Authority in Kuwait and solutions/recommendations

from both sides.

HOW TO HIRE
A LAWYER

By Attorney Fajer Ahmed

Fortunately and unfortunately, the Kuwaiti mar-

ket is saturated with lawyers - the good, the bad

and the ugly, as well as everything in between.
So when | decided to start my own law firm, my
lawyer friends didn’t think it was a good idea. “Surely
Fajer, you can join one of us,” was the repeated refrain
by them with care and love, but | didn’t want to.

I had a different vision then - | wanted my firm to
be approachable (and affordable) by anyone and at
any time, whether you are a blue collar worker or a
CEO. | wanted people to feel welcome when they
walked in. | am not a fan of unnecessary formalities
and | like to keep the law simple. Of course, this does
not mean that there are not lawyers with more expe-
rience than me in the market or who are more effi-
cient, and so on. There are many great lawyers that |
have had the pleasure to work with (and still do) who
love what they do and want to make Kuwait a better
place. Today | will be answering questions that are
common, especially from expats or people that never
needed to see a lawyer before and have concerns.

‘Perfect lawyer’

Question: How do you choose the perfect lawyer?

Fajer: Choosing a lawyer should in my opinion be
like choosing any other craftsman - do your research
and weigh your options. | suggest you go to three
different lawyers and see who you are more comfort-
able with. Do not go for cheaper or more expensive
though, because how much they charge is not going
to make a difference on how well they do. Always ask
your lawyer for past experiences with similar cases.
Do not be afraid to ask questions.

Question: What should you ask for or what
should you avoid?

Fajer: Always ask for a contract between you and
the lawyer, either in English if you do not speak
Arabic, or if they cannot provide you with an English
contract, ask them for time (even if it is just a few
hours) to get a friend to read the Arabic and trans-
late. Or you can take a photo of the contract and do
not sign it until you understand everything written in
it. If you do end up signing it, ask for a copy of the
contract you signed. Make sure you know if your
lawyer will appeal for you, pay the court fees, pay for
any translation fees and do any execution on your
behalf (I will talk more about execution of court ver-
dicts in the next question).

Power of attorney

Question: When | got a POA for my lawyer, | was
asked by the ministry if | wanted my lawyer to have
the right to obtain money on my behalf (execute a
verdict on my behalf). What do you suggest?

Fajer: First, let me explain what a POA is - it is a
power of attorney that gives your lawyer the right to
continue on your behalf any legal processes required.
Some POA will give the lawyer the right to obtain
money on your behalf. Let me give a common exam-
ple - let us say you sue your previous employer for
not giving you your indemnity, your lawyer wins and
your indemnity is KD 15,000. If you gave your lawyer
the right to obtain money on your behalf, then they
could take the amounts and then transfer them to
you. This is something you should discuss with your
lawyer, because there are positive and negative con-
sequences. Positive being that it is less work for you
to execute the verdict and it is only negative if you
are having difficulties trusting your lawyer. So | sug-
gest you understand this point carefully.

Question: What are the common charges for
lawyers?

Fajer: | get this question a lot and really it
depends on the type of case and the type of proof
required (what documents you have and what docu-
ments are missing). It is a service industry and there-
fore every lawyer has a different way for charging
their clients. One thing to keep in mind though is
only trust lawyers who studied your case before they
provided you with a quotation. | personally do not
trust lawyers that give quotations without seeing the
whole picture.

I wish you all good luck and always, always, always
ask your lawyer to negotiate before going to court.
You will be surprised how much money and time you
could save yourself, your lawyer and the country!
Since | have answered questions about how to hire a
lawyer and things to keep in mind, my office will
refrain from answering any questions about your
case if you already have a lawyer, because it is not
right for us to interfere with our colleagues’ work.

For any legal questions or queries, email
ask@fajerthelawyer.com.
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| InBrief |
AMIR OFFERS CONDOLENCES
OVER UAE SOLDIER'S DEATH

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable of condo-
lences to UAE President Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al-
Nahyan over the “martyrdom” of a UAE soldier during
his duty as part of the Saudi-led Arab coalition sup-
porting legitimacy in Yemen. Similar cables were also
sent to the UAE president by His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. — KUNA

LOCAL

US DOLLAR STABLE
AGAINST DINAR

KUWAIT: The rate of the US Dollar against the
Kuwaiti Dinar stable at KD 0.304, as well as
the euro stabilizing KD 0.328, compared to
yesterday prices, the Central Bank of Kuwait
Kuwait is standing by France and supports all (CBK) said yesterday. According to the CBK,
measures Paris takes to preserve the country’s the Sterling Pound went down KD 0.380,
security and stability, the source said in a )b )2 while the Swiss Franc went down to KD 0.306.
statement. He reaffirmed Kuwait’s firm rejec- ‘ Meanwhile, the Japanese Yen stood firm at
tion of all forms of terrorism and violence, urg- KD 0.002. — KUNA

ing the international community to redouble

efforts to eradicate terrorism. — KUNA

KUWAIT CONDEMNS

LOUVRE TERROR ATTACK

KUWAIT: Kuwait strongly condemned Friday’s
attack inside the Louvre Museum, central
Paris, in which a French soldier was injured, a
foreign ministry source said on Saturday.

Photo

of the day

KUWAIT: Flamingo birds swim in Kuwait’s blue waters. — KUNA photo

KUWAIT, ROMANIA DISCUSS
COOPERATION IN CIVIL DEFENSE

Kuwaiti Ambassador to Romania Talal Mansour Al-Hajri meets with Romanian head of the Department
for Emergency Situations at Ministry of Internal Affairs Raed Arafat.

VIENNA: Kuwait and Romania dis-
cussed means of enhancing coopera-
tion in various fields of civil defense,
Kuwaiti embassy in Romania said in a
press statement yesterday. The state-
ment noted that Kuwaiti Ambassador
to Romania Talal Mansour Al-Hajri and
Romanian head of the Department for
Emergency Situations at Ministry of
Internal Affairs Raed Arafat tackled, in a
meeting, means of promoting coopera-
tion in the fields of civil defense, emer-
gencies and rescue operations.

They also discussed signing a pro-
posed Memorandum of Understanding
in civil defense. Hajri extended an invi-
tation to Kuwaiti officials to visit
Romania to be familiarized with the
Romanian experience on this matter.
Kuwait was the first Gulf country to
establish diplomatic relations in 1963.
In 2006, Kuwait opened its embassy in
the capital Bucharest. — KUNA

JORDAN THANKS KUWAIT FOR
SUPPORTING SYRIAN REFUGEES

AMMAN: A Jordanian humanitarian
official on Saturday thanked Kuwait
Red Crescent Society (KRCS) for its con-
tinued support of Syrian refugees in
Jordan. KRCS has been providing
humanitarian supplies for Syrian
refugees in Jordan since outbreak of
Syrian crisis in March 2011, and in coor-
dination with Jordan’s Red Crescent
(JRC), Dr Mohammad Al-Hadeed, chair-
man of JRC, said.

Speaking after a meeting with
Anwar Al-Hasawi, KRCS's vice-chair-
man, at the conclusion of the society’s
latest relief campaign, Hadeed said that
Kuwait is a role model for other coun-
tries when offering aid for people hit
by disasters.

Hasawi said it was KRCS's policy to
provide humanitarian, medical and
development aid for people in need
worldwide. He said KRCS “will continue
offering aid for the Syrian brothers in
Jordan and in Syria’s neighboring coun-
tries, which falls within the government
and public support of this humanitari-
an issue.”

KRCS' teams distributed food, clothes
and blankets in addition to financial aid,
Hasawi said. He said the society has
wide experience in relief operations,
and the teams on the ground con-
tributed to many campaigns. Hasawi
hoped the plight of Syrian refugees
would end very soon. — KUNA
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AMMAN: Chairman of JRC Dr Mohammad Al-Hadeed (left) meets with KRCS'’s vice-chairman Anwar Al-
Hasawi. — KUNA

DODOMA: Kuwaiti Ambassador to Tanzania Jassem Al-Najem meets with Tanzanian
Foreign Minister Augustine Mahiga. — KUNA

TANZANIAN FM LAUDS
TIES WITH KUWAIT

DODOMA: Tanzanian Foreign Minister
Augustine Mahiga has hailed ties between
his country and the State of Kuwait calling
for cementing these relations in various
spheres. Mahiga expressed satisfaction at
the bilateral relations’ level during a recep-
tion of Kuwaiti Ambassador to Tanzania,
Jassem Al-Najem, in the African nation.
During the session, Ambassador Al-Najem
handed minister Mahiga a written message
from First Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sababh.

The Kuwaiti embassy in Tanzania
released a statement in which it quoted
minister Mahiga as hailing continued con-
tacts with Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled,
exchanging views on a host of political

issues on the African and international are-
nas. A Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development (KFAED) delegation of techni-
cal experts visited Tanzania in December,
tentatively approving funding a highway in
West Tanzania and renovating the main hos-
pital in Zanzibar. Minister Mahiga under-
scored necessity of boosting mutual com-
mercial exchanges between the two friend-
ly countries to a level parallel to that of the
distinctive bilateral political ties and encour-
aging Kuwaiti public and private invest-
ments in his country. Moreover, he under-
lined the need to solicit Kuwaiti oil and gas
expertise to develop recently-discovered
fields in a region bordering Mozambique,
hoping that local personnel undergo train-
ing by Kuwaiti oil companies. — KUNA

COMMITTEE TAKES PART
IN ARAB, GLOBAL MEETINGS

KUWAIT: The Women Affairs Committee
at the Cabinet will take part in the 36th
session of the Arab Women Committee
at the Arab League that will kick off in
Bahrain today and will continue for
two days.

In a press statement, the committee
said it will also participate in the Arab
preparatory conference of the 61st ses-
sion of the Commission on the Status of
Women in UN, adding that Bahrain will
host the two meetings under the aus-
pices of the Arab League and Sheikha
Sabeeka bint Ibrahim Al Khalifa.

Chairperson of Women's Affairs
Committee at the Cabinet Sheikha Latifa
Fahad Al-Salem Al-Sabah received an
invitation from Secretary-General of the
Arab League Ahmad Abul-Gheit to par-
ticipate in the 36th session of the Arab
Women Committee at the Arab League.
Sheikha Latifa underscored the impor-

tance of attending the 36th session as it
will discuss issues of women empower-
ment and advancement at the Arab lev-
el, referring to the importance of Kuwaiti
participation at all regional and interna-
tional events. Sheikha Latifa headed a
Kuwaiti delegation that will participate
in the two meetings. — KUNA
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Sheikha Latifa Fahad Al-Salem Al-Sabah



:IKllluait‘}@iln ?5 :..'fs.: MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2017

KUWAIT: Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
Al-Sabah meets with Ambassador of Bosnia Mehmet Khlilovich. — KUNA meets with Ambassador of Sudan Muhieddine Salem. meets with Ambassador of Brazil Norton Rapesta.

MINISTER SHEIKH NASSER HOSTS ENVOYS

KUWAIT: Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Mehmet Khlilovich, Sudan Muhieddine Salem and Brazil Norton Rapesta. Al-Ahmad lauded relations between the State of Kuwait and the envoys’
Al-Sabah held separate meetings yesterday with ambassadors of Bosnia During the meetings with the diplomats, Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah  countries, affirming keenness on boosting these ties. — KUNA

Several photos taken from a five-day visit conducted by a delegation from Kuwait Bar Association to the Netherlands. — KUNA

KUWAITI LAWYERS CONCLUDE VISIT TO NETHERLANDS

BRUSSELS: A 35-member delegation from Kuwait Bar
Association has concluded a five-day visit to Netherlands.
During the visit, the delegation toured several Hague-based
international courts and met several senior judiciary and
legal personalities to discuss boosting cooperation and to
get acquainted with work mechanisms and expertise in
these courts. Among the institutions visited by the delega-
tion was the International Court of Justice (ICJ).

ICJ President Ronny Abraham has welcomed the Kuwaiti
delegation and briefed them about the ICJ charter and work
mechanisms, Counslor to the Kuwaiti Embassy in The Hague
and President of the Administrative and Financial
Committee at the International Court of Arbitration Tareq
Al-Shumaimri d on Saturday. Abraham has also talked with
delegation about his career and expertise in judicial
domain, Shumaimri noted.

He added that the delegation has visited the
International Court Arbitration and the International
Criminal Court where it attended a hearing about examina-
tion of a territorial dispute between Somalia and Kenya, and
the trial of a suspect accused of carrying out a genocide in
an African country.

The delegation visited the Kuwaiti Embassy in The Hague
where they were welcomed by the Ambassador Shamlan
Al-Roumi. The aim of the visit is to gain international experi-
ence in trials and mechanism of action of the lawyers in
those courts. The visit to the Netherlands by the Kuwaiti
lawyers is the second of its kind since 2015. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: The 2017 Kuwait International Festival for Arabian Horses kicked off Saturday night at the Arabian Horse Center (Bait Al-Arab) under the patronage of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. Amiri Diwan Advisor Khalid Boodai attended the festival on behalf of His Highness the Amir. — KUNA
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INTERIOR FOLLOWS UP

IRAQI DEMONSTRATIONS

KUWAIT: Well-informed security sources said Ministry of

Interior is following up with concern some demonstrations
on the Iraqi side of Khor Abdullah, but noted that the mat-
ter was left to diplomats because it was an Iragi domestic
concern.

Smuggling foiled
An Ethiopian woman was arrested on arrival at
Kuwait International Airport with possession of eight
kilograms of qat hidden in ground coffee in her lug-
gage. Security sources said the suspect denied any
knowledge of the drug and claimed that she was only
delivering the package.

False alarm
A citizen informed police that he received a call from a
landline number that was identified by a smartphone app
as ‘Terrorist Organization, which terrified him. However, on
checking the number, policemen found it belongs to a
charity that calls people randomly, asking them to donate.

Traffic dispute
A man and a woman, both Kuwaitis, were arrested
for fighting in the street following a traffic dispute, said
security sources, noting that the woman used her shoe
as a weapon during the fight before passersby called
the police.

Restaurant robbed

The manager of a Jahra restaurant reported that an
unidentified robber assaulted him and stole one of the
restaurant’s delivery vehicles. Security sources said that
only half an hour after filing the report, the manager
returned to the police station to report that the robber
had brought it back. However, the manager insisted on fil-
ing a report lest the robber had used the vehicle for any
illegal activities.

Forgery

A citizen was arrested for entering the country
without registering his entry with the Ministry of
Interior’s border systems at Salmi land border post.
Security sources said that the man, who works in the
exit department, had officially left for a GCC state
through the Nuwaiseeb land border exit, and a week
later returned through Salmi, where he was warmly
received and entertained by his coworkers, then went
home without registering his entry. The sources added
that a few days later, his supervisor noticed that he
had not been registered while entering the country,
despite the fact that he was already at work behind
the counter. — Translated from the Arabic press
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decide to renew its confidence in the Information

Minister and State Minister for Youth Affairs Sheikh
Salman Al-Humoud Al-Sabah, as the factors relating to
the matter are complex and varied, coming from both
inside and outside the Assembly. But | know that the
state of the Information Ministry in general, and culture
in particular, went through a positive phase with Sheikh
Salman Al-Sabah.

With him in charge, Kuwait broke the barrier of nam-
ing facilities after people who passed away. Instead, we
saw theaters named after those still living among us.
Furthermore, we also witnessed the opening of Kuwait’s
biggest cultural and media facility; the Jaber Al-Ahmad
Cultural Center. Meanwhile, work is also underway for
the inauguration of the Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah
Cultural Center.

With him in charge, we started seeing talk-shows
restore reasonable political freedom, while Kuwait's tele-

Ido not know so far if the National Assembly will

THANK YOU SALMAN

By Qais Al-Usta

vision recovered part of its viewership that had begun to
favor other channels. But this side - the information min-
istry’s side - is not the reason for the lack of confidence
in the minister, even if the grillers brought up things
related to dancers and the like.

The real reason is sports’ affairs and the struggle
going on within this thorny topic. Some people hope
that the minister would not continue in his post because
of the stands he has taken against their interests. | am
not interested in discussing this struggle, but having
some elected MPs carry out a proxy-grilling on behalf of
others disturbs me.

We criticized the previous National Assembly a lot
out of our believe that it was heavily influenced from
outside. However, it seems that a large group of MPs in
the current Assembly have turned into opposition
sheikhs! Has the message been delivered? | hope so.

— Translated by Kuwait Times

FROM THE ARABIC PRESS e

A FACE FROM THE
LAND OF HUMANITY

By Hassan Al-Essa

'ust to remind narcissists and the Kuwaiti adminis-

tration that shows no care for humane values:

Those serving in our homes and places of work,
those cleaning our streets and keeping our sewers
flowing, those teaching our children, and those med-
ically treating us and comforting our patients have
become as essential as the air we breathe in the land
of sponsorship, and are as human as we are!

They are not genetically different or anything else.
Those expatriates want nothing but some sense of
their humanity. They are entitled to be treated as
human beings, not as machines or robots, subjected
to impulsive administrative decisions made in disre-
gard for their disgraceful impact on victims.

It is such a shame to see hundreds lining up in
queues to pay their health insurance fees, waiting
there for endless hours. One of them told me that he
went to the center at 3:00 am hoping to avoid stand-
ing in long queues, but discovered that over 200 peo-
ple have already lined up there.

A photo published in a local daily showed one of
those depressed people standing in line with a blan-
ket wrapped around his shoulders to keep him warm
during the cold night hours. It was a surreal scene,
similar to those of the Syrian and Iraqi refugees flee-
ing civil wars in their homelands. There is no real war
here, except one of bewilderment about what we are
doing to expats and how we can ‘squeeze’ their man-
power utility without paying a single fils from the
state budget!

The Health Minister, who is currently out of the
country and actually out of time, issued a decision to
not renew the contract of the company that issues
health insurance cards, which expires in July. “MOH
(the Ministry of Health) is keen on public funds and
cannot violate the contract conditions,” said a
spokesperson on behalf of the ministry that is respon-
sible for those long, agonized queues. He added that
an expat cannot renew residency visas unless they pay
the health insurance fee.

It seems that the Interior Ministry, represented by
the immigration department, has no connections with
MOH, despite the fact that both of them are state
departments. What to do, then, after the company laid
off some of its employees in anticipation of its con-
tract’s termination? MOH waited for the return of the
Health Minister and his assistant undersecretary for
legal affairs to find a solution, leaving those depressed
people lining up before dawn. Nothing to do but wait
for ‘His Excellency’ to return with a magical solution.
The scene of the queue full of tortured expats, the
majority of whom are poor and forgotten, is a different
face of the land of humanity.

— Translated by Kuwait Times

ZAIN PLATINUM SPONSOR OF
‘INNOVATION CULTURE WORKSHOP

FACILITATED BY DR OSTERWALDER FOR FIRST TIME IN KUWAIT

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecom-
munications company in Kuwait,
announced its platinum sponsorship
of the biggest strategy and innovation
workshop, titled ‘Innovation Culture!
The workshop was held for the first
time in Kuwait, and was facilitated by
renowned speaker Dr Alexander
Osterwalder.

Zain's support to this workshop
came in line with the company’s strat-
egy that aims at developing its human
resources, as it considers its employ-
ees the most valuable asset and a
main element of its overall success.

Strategyzer

Platinum spomne

Zain, a leading private sector compa-
ny, also aimed to provide world-class
training programs for those who are
interested in business innovation in
the Kuwaiti private sector.

The workshop, held over a period of
three days, discussed value proposition
design and business model innovation,
and was facilitated by renowned
speaker Dr Alexander Osterwalder. Dr
Osterwalder is the inventor of the
Business Model Canvas, and author of
the international bestseller ‘Business
Model Generation! His strategies were
recognized by some of the world'’s

J CREATIVE

leading education providers, including
Stanford University, Berkeley University
of California, IMD, Wharton University
of Pennsylvania, King Abdullah
University for Science and Technology,
and others.

The workshop provided private
sector organizations as well as Zain
employees the opportunity to learn
about designing, testing, building,
and managing innovative business
models. Dr Osterwalder’s Business
Model Canvas is used by over five mil-
lion people from the world’s leading
brands, and has been translated into
over 30 languages.

Zain has reserved exclusive seats
for its employees, giving them an
opportunity to attend and gain valu-
able information as part of its compre-
hensive developmental strategy
towards its own human resources. The
company will spare no efforts into
providing its employees with world-
class training programs with the aim
of developing their skills, ultimately
providing its customers with the high-
est quality services. As a leading
telecommunications company, Zain
acknowledges the importance of pro-
viding a platform that brings together
international experts from several
areas such as business innovation,
economics, finance, marketing, and
social fields to offer a range of realistic
solutions to the challenges faced by
institutions.
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KUWAIT: Gulf Bank team members pose with the two World Finance Magazine Awards.

GULF BANK'S DIGITAL INNOVATION CONTINUES
WITH TWO AWARDS FROM WORLD FINANCE

‘BEST MOBILE BANKING APPLICATION’ AND ‘BEST DIGITAL BANK

KUWAIT: Recognition of Gulf Bank’s digital innovation
continues with two awards from World Finance Magazine
an international bi-monthly print and online magazine
providing comprehensive coverage and analysis of the
financial industry, international business and the global
economy. Gulf Bank has won “Best Digital Bank 2016 -
Kuwait” award and “Best Mobile Banking Application 2016
- Kuwait” awards.

Laila Al-Qatami, Assistant General Manager of Corporate
Communications at Gulf Bank said: “The awards we
received from World Finance further affirm the success of
Gulf Bank’s strategy to provide its valued customers with
innovative and easy to use products. We are proud to be
the first bank in the Middle East to deploy a first of its kind
biometric facial recognition mobile banking application,
one that our customers have embraced due its simplicity
and functionality. At the same time we also revamped our
online banking platform, offering enhanced functionality
and streamlined design based our customers’ needs.”

Qatami continued: “When we designed our mobile
banking app, we paid great attention to simplicity and effi-
ciency of movement, ensuring the customer is never more
than 3 clicks away from their desired transaction. These
innovations underline the Bank’s strategy for moving its
customer base over to digital while appealing to the
nation’s rapidly growing youth market segment.”

World Finance Awards includes a judging panel that
boasts over 230 years of financial and business journalism,
supported by a research team that works round the clock
to ensure that award winners are the most deserving in
their sector. World Finance also relies on reader insight
and experience to provide nominations to the judging
panel, and they relish hearing about new experts and bur-
geoning markets.

World Finance award programs are tailored to provide
a comprehensive analysis of the very best in each market.
Its panel has been wary to avoid the danger of bias
towards criteria such as depth of practice and size of com-
pany, in order to get an insight into different geographies
and niche areas.

Following the submission of Gulf Bank to World Finance

awards, the magazine’s panel undertook the necessary
research and analysis before they call the Bank and enquire
about their digital products. The Bank received the awards
based on a stringent set of criteria.

Gulf Bank’s biometric Mobile Banking App is the first
combination fingerprint/facial recognition offering to be
launched in the Middle East and one of the few available
worldwide. The bank’s customers can access their personal
accounts and any number of services by logging into the
App through one of two methods: by blinking their eyes at
their smartphone camera (‘Blinking to Bank’) following
their fingerprint recognition (Touch ID), or through the use
of a traditional password registration.

The services included in the Mobile Banking App and
Online Banking are: checking account details; making ad-
hoc transfers; biometric verification for transfers; automatic
IBAN data population; creating a standing order; setting
future-dated transactions; and adding and managing ben-
eficiaries. Transferring funds is also simplified since the
application will populate the remaining IBAN Beneficiary
Bank details automatically. Customers can also use the App
to securely share information including IBAN number and
account holder name sharing, IBAN certificate sharing and
printing, transaction confirmation sharing, and statement
sharing; and much more.

Additionally, Gulf Bank’s credit card customers can
check their Gulf Rewards point balances, as well as instant-
ly redeem their Gulf Points for free travel and hotel stays.
They can also pay their credit card bills; receive cash
advances from credit cards; apply for new ATM and debit
cards; activate new credit cards; as well as report and block
stolen or lost cards (debit and credit). Furthermore, the
new App allows customers to review their Al-Danah
chances, view and share their Al-Danah certificate, or even
open an Al-Danah account.

To find out more about Gulf Bank’s latest, innovative
and easy to use Online and Mobile Banking services, cus-
tomers can visit the bank’s bilingual website at www.e-
gulfbank.com, call the Customer Contact Center on
1805805, visit its social media accounts, or visit one of Gulf
Bank’s 56 branches in Kuwait.
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WASHINGTON: In this file photo, President Donald Trump, flanked by Vice President Mike Pence and Chief of Staff Reince Priebus, signs his first executive order on health care in the Oval Office of the White House in Washington.—AP

TRUMP'S GO-IT-ALONE STRATEGY CARRIES ITS OWN RISKS

US PRESIDENT TRIES TO MAXIMIZE EXECUTIVE MUSCLE

WASHINGTON: Like his predecessor, President
Donald Trump seized on a go-it-alone strategy
for fast-tracking his agenda. It took him two
weeks to run into the nation’s system of
checks and balances. The legal battle over his
executive order on immigration and refugees
is a surprisingly early demonstration of a les-
son all presidents learn eventually. Governing
by executive action may appear easier and
faster, but it carries its own legal and political
risks. President Barack Obama was confronted
with that reality late in his tenure when,
thwarted by the GOP-controlled House, he
used what he called a “pen and phone” strate-
gy to advance his agenda. He ultimately found
one of his most sweeping actions, the expan-
sion of a program deferring deportation for
some immigrants, blocked by the courts, while
Republicans blasted him for what they said
was an abuse of power.

Republicans have been notably quiet as
Trump has taken a similar approach, particu-
larly taking advantage of the precedent giving
the president broad leeway when it comes to
immigration. A federal judge’s order in Seattle
Friday evening blocking Trump’s ban on
admitting travelers from seven predominantly
Muslim countries showed the limits of the
president’s powers and the role of checks and
balances among the three branches of gov-
ernment. The administration appealed the
judge’s order, but the higher court denied its
request for an immediate stay that would have
enabled Trump to reinstate the ban. The State
Department cancelled visas for about 60,000
people from the affected countries; the legal
setbacks had many rushing to restore their
documents and find flights to the United
States over the weekend.

Trump isn’t alone in trying to maximize
executive muscle. Presidents rarely voluntari-
ly restrict their own power. And recent presi-
dents also have used a burst of unilateral
action to spur progress at the start of their
administrations and to set a tone for
Congress, where legislation often moves
slowly. Trump’s opening weeks have shown
he’s likely to rely on the Republicans who
hold a majority in Congress to pass top agen-
da items like overhauling the “Obamacare”
law, changing the tax code and repairing
aging roads and bridges. The president has
also signed a blitz of actions on border secu-
rity, health care and financial regulation,
showing few signs of slowing down.

Mexico City policy

On Friday, Trump’s administration imposed
sanctions on companies and individuals in
response to Iran’s recent ballistic missile test -
after months of bitter criticism of Obama’s
landmark nuclear deal with Tehran. Still, his
actions stand out for their sweep and haste.
On some issues, Trump didn't just leapfrog
Congress, where his own party is in control, he
cut Republicans out of the consultations and
rollout of his plans. “I think that Trump has
been unusually aggressive in the scope of
what he is trying to do and also | think remark-
ably casual in issuing orders and other actions

that don't appear to have gone through what
would be a typical process of reviewing and
vetting and consideration,” said Kenneth
Mayer, a University of Wisconsin professor who
has studied executive actions by presidents.

Since Inauguration Day, Trump has signed
20 memoranda and executive orders. That
number is in line with Obama’s first two weeks.
One of his orders directly reversed one of
Obama'’s early orders: The former president
signed a memorandum in his first week in
2009 rescinding a ban on providing federal
money to international groups that perform
or provide information on abortions. Trump
reinstituted the regulation, known as the
“Mexico City Policy,” on his first day in office. In
this, Mayer said Trump’s use of unilateral pow-
ers has shown some similarities to a general
pattern set in 1993, 2001 and 2009 - when the
White House switched parties. But he added
that “there’s a big qualification.” None of those
incoming presidents sparked the controversy
that Trump did last week.

Chaos at airports and concern around the
world quickly followed Trump's signing of the
executive order to temporarily ban all
refugees and also travelers from seven
Muslim-majority countries. The president said
quick, forceful action was needed to reduce
the threat of terrorist attacks. The executive
actions on immigration have led to lawsuits.
Interest groups also have vowed to challenge
any unilateral efforts to curtail Obama’s envi-
ronmental regulations and other rules.
Despite his initial flurry of action, Obama
became more reliant upon executive orders
during his second term, when he faced oppo-
sition from Republicans.

Executive orders
“I've got a pen and I've got a phone,” he
declared at one point, promising public
orders and personal efforts to build support.
When he acted unilaterally on immigration in
2014, providing temporary legal status to mil-
lions living in the US illegally, Republicans

insisted he was acting illegally. The House
speaker at the time, John Boehner, accused
him of acting like a king or an emperor. This
time, with full control of the White House and
Congress, Republicans have been largely mut-
ed in their assessments of Trump’s executive
actions. A notable exception has been Arizona
Sen. John McCain, who warned Trump not to
allow the resumption of enhanced interroga-
tion techniques such as water boarding fol-
lowing reports that the new administration
was planning a review.

“The president can sign whatever execu-
tive orders he likes. But the law is the law. We
are not bringing back torture in the United
States of America,” McCain said. Democrats
are broadly and bitterly opposed to Trump’s
proposals - on the health care law, oil
pipelines and the border wall - as well as the
unilateral way he’s going about pursuing
some of them. “What he is doing is reprehen-
sible to them in most cases,” said Steve
Elmendorf, a Democratic strategist and for-

mer aide to former House Democratic leader
Dick Gephardt. The go-it-alone approach,
Elmendorf said, is “going to inflame the base
of the party and make it hard for Democrats
to work with him on other issues.”

Even members of Trump’s own party have
distanced themselves from the rollout of his
executive orders on immigration. Sen. Lindsey
Graham of South Carolina said that Trump
“didn’t think it through” and the orders were a
“classic example of putting something out
there that wasn't ready for prime time.” But
Graham said the bumpy start still pales in
comparison to Obama’s use of executive
action, pointing to federal courts blocking the
former president’s executive actions on immi-
gration and a piece of his health care over-
haul. “Look what Obama did. His executive
orders got struck down by the court. I'm not
going to listen to a bunch of Democrats com-
plain about Trump when they sat on the side-
lines and did nothing about Obama,” he
said.—AP

UNPREDICTABLE TRUMP FOREIGN POLICY MAY TEST US SPY ALLIANCES

WASHINGTON: Donald Trump’s unpre-
dictable foreign policy could hamper long-
standing US intelligence-sharing partner-
ships as countries react to a president who
seeks closer ties to Russia and is unafraid to
offend American allies by cracking down on
immigration or getting angry with friendly
leaders. Veteran spies say intelligence rela-
tionships are built to weather storms
between political leaders. Even in the worst
of times, allies share intelligence to thwart
threats. But the lack of understanding about
Trump’s foreign policy direction and his
potential new friendship with Moscow are

creating jitters across the Western world.
“We are facing an unprecedented level of
uncertainty today," said John Blaxland, a for-
mer Australian intelligence official and pro-
fessor at Australian National University. He
said there is mutual benefit to these “broad,
deep” intelligence sharing relationships, but
added: “It is hard to calculate just how much
damage the new president’s approach may
have!“It will be felt,” Blaxland predicted, “and
it won't be good."Russia is a main concern. If
Trump moves forward with efforts to
improve US-Russian relations, European
allies in particular will probably question

VIRGINIA: In this file photo, President Donald Trump, background, speaks at the Central
Intelligence Agency in Langley, Virginia.—AP

how safe their intelligence is in American
hands. Russia’s annexation of Ukraine’s
Crimean Peninsula in 2014 and threatening
movements near the borders of NATO mem-
bers in Eastern Europe have contributed to
the perception of Moscow as a threat to
national sovereignty. If American intelli-
gence agencies are instructed to enhance
cooperation with Russia, US allies see “signif-
icant counterintelligence threats that come
with that,” said Steven Hall, a retired CIA
chief of Russia operations. He said they “will
be much more careful in the future’As can-
didate and president, Trump has sparked
widespread international unease by ques-
tioning the value of US military alliances, if
not necessarily intelligence partnerships.

Reset policy

He called NATO “obsolete” and challenged
countries such as South Korea and Japan to
assume greater self-defense responsibility.
In the last weeks, however, Trump advisers
have gone out of their way to stress the
durability of such arrangements and
America’s commitment to its friends.
Detente between Washington and Moscow
is no sure thing, despite Trump’s intentions.
Under President Barack Obama, relations
between the former Cold War foes strained
dramatically over Syria, Ukraine and alleged
Russian meddling in the US presidential
election after initially improving under a
“reset” policy.

In recent days, Trump’s administration has
reverted to criticizing the Kremlin after a
flare-up of violence involving Russian-
backed separatists in eastern Ukraine.
Regardless of Trump's new direction, Rep.
Will Hurd, R-Texas, a former CIA officer and
new member on the House Intelligence

Committee, said American intelligence pro-
fessionals recognize the need to protect
information they receive. “The point at
which our allies will get concerned is if they
believe that our intelligence professionals
do not view Russia as an adversary,” he said.
Trump's sometimes impulsive style and lack
of experience handling classified informa-
tion also have foreign officials concerned.

Mark Galeotti at the Institute of
International Relations in Prague, said
European intelligence officials worry that
Trump or his advisers will “blurt something
out at the wrong moment or to the wrong
person.” Allies might curtail what they share
as a result, said Galeotti, who talks with intel-
ligence officials in Europe and Russia. “It’s
not so much about how much,” he said. “It's
precisely how heavily edited it is, how care-
fully it's scrutinized to absolutely make sure
that there is nothing that you are worried
about leaking.”

Trump being Trump

Former French internal intelligence chief
Louis Caprioli said European countries might
hold information related to Ukraine or other
issues closer, given the uncertainty of
Trump’s relationship with Putin. But he said
intelligence sharing will continue in critical
areas, such as counterterrorism. “Intelligence
services go beyond the political world,”
Caprioli said. Still, allies fret about politics
seeping into US intelligence findings. Trump
has disparaged US intelligence agencies for
past failures and publicly challenged their
assessment that Russia meddled in the pres-
idential election. A day after he was inaugu-
rated, Trump delivered an unusual speech at
the CIA headquarters criticizing the media’s
coverage of his inaugural crowds.—AP
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MOSUL RESIDENTS OUTRAGED BY IS HOLE FEE

BAGHDAD: Cash-strapped jihadists
punching holes in people’s homes to
move across west Mosul undetected are
now asking victims to pay for the labor,
several residents said yesterday. The fee
is @ modest 7,000 Iraqi dinars (around
five US dollars) but adds insult to injury,
said residents of Mosul’s west bank,
where the Islamic State group is digging
in for a planned offensive by the Iraqi
security forces. “Daesh is smashing holes
in the walls of our homes without giving
us a choice,” said a resident of an area
known as “Pepsi Street” who gave his
name as Abu Asaad, using an Arabic
acronym for IS.

“And they are forcing residents to pay
7,000 dinars to the workers who just

destroyed their homes,” said Abu Asaad,
who was among what he said were hun-
dreds who had suffered the same fate.
He said IS members told affected resi-
dents that the generated income would
contribute to financing their defense of
west Mosul against the security forces.
Iraqi forces last month secured full con-
trol of the city’s eastern half, marking the
end of an important phase in the broad
offensive launched on October 17 to
retake the last major jihadist stronghold
in the country.

“They gave us a choice to stay in our
homes with the walls or leave,” said Abu
Asaad, who would not give his full name
for fear of IS reprisals. Most residents of
west Mosul have little or no electricity

and winter temperatures have regularly
dipped below zero at night. The string of
holes in adjacent homes acts like a
street-level tunnel that allows fighters to
move without losing their cover from the
aircraft of the Iraqgi government and its
Western allies.

Human shields

Mohammed Jalil, who lives in the
Najjar neighborhood near the Tigris river
that divides the city, also saw his home
pierced at both ends by IS sappers bor-
ing a covered pathway through his
block. “We are all amazed that Daesh is
still claiming to uphold Islamic values
when they are tearing down the privacy
of families whose houses are now open

ul

and exposed to each other,” he said.
have a big family and, generally, we live
in fear. We have nowhere else to go but if
we stay we will be caught in the middle
of the military operation,” Jalil said.

“How can we all stay in a house that
gunmen are going to use to fire on the
security forces,” he asked. IS fighters are
reported to have fortified positions on
the river front in a bid to defend their
last bastions in Mosul against Iraqi
forces expected to deploy pontoon
bridges across the Tigris from the east
bank. An assault on Mosul’s west, which
is home to the narrow streets of the Old
City and some of the jihadists’ tradition-
al bastions, is widely expected to begin
this month.

Zyad al-Zubaidi, a Mosul-born retired
officer and civil society activist now
based in the neighboring Kurdish region
of Iraq, condemned IS’s use of civilians in
their military planning.

“These measures by Daesh are a filthy
tactic. They are victimizing civilians very
deliberately and using them as human
shields,” he said. “They know that the
security forces have to move quickly on
Mosul while causing as few civilian casu-
alties as possible,” he said. Former presi-
dent Saddam Hussein used to levy a
“bullet fee” on the families of executed
prisoners. Many say officers of his Baath
party formed the backbone of the
Islamic State group that seized a third of
Iraqin 2014.—AFP

-

ATHENS: This file photo shows Turkish officers being escorted by Greek special police forces as they leave the Greek Supreme Court in Athens. —AFP

TENSIONS FLARE BETWEEN
ALLIES GREECE AND TURKEY

DISPUTES FUEL NATIONALISTIC SENTIMENTS AMONG PEOPLE

ISTANBUL: Turkey is once again facing off
against historic foe-turned-ally Greece in one of
their fiercest rows in years, though the war of
words is unlikely to spill over into military con-
frontation. With some two months before Turks
vote on a critical referendum to enhance presi-
dential powers, this renewed dispute is fuelling
nationalistic sentiment inside Turkey. Forging a
less ideological and more pragmatic relationship
with Athens has been seen as one of the major
foreign policy gains of Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan’s ruling party since it came to
power in 2002.

But tensions over disputed Greek islets in the
Aegean Sea, airspace violations and discord on
how to handle Byzantine heritage inside Turkey
have cracked open an old schism between the
two NATO allies. The refusal in Jan of a Greek
court to extradite eight former Turkish army offi-
cers over the failed July 15 coup widened that
chasm. The eight fled to Greece by military heli-
copter on the night of the putsch, which Turkey
says was masterminded by the US-based Islamic
preacher Fethullah Gulen.

Defense Minister Fikri Isik slammed the Greek
court’s decision as a “complete disappointment.”
“Any decision taken by Turkey’s partners in rela-
tion to the failed coup is bound to be highly
controversial, be it Gulen’s extradition from the
US or the officers’ extradition from Greece,” said
Marc Pierini, visiting scholar at Carnegie Europe.

Unwanted situation
In an apparent riposte, a Turkish naval vessel
with Chief of Staff General Hulusi Akar onboard
conducted a sail-by of two disputed islets in the

Aegean on Jan 29, prompting Greece to shadow
the Turkish boats with its own forces. The unin-
habited islets-known collectively as Kardak in
Turkish and Imia in Greek-have long been a
source of tension. A row over their sovereignty
flared in Jan 1996, when the two countries sent
marines to two neighboring islands in a sign of
an imminent armed confrontation. They with-
drew their troops after heavy diplomatic pressure
from the United States, a fellow NATO member.
Greek Defense Minister Panos Kammenos later
flew over the islets in a helicopter, throwing a
wreath into the water to commemorate three
Greek soldiers killed in a helicopter crash in the
1996 dispute. Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu warned that “if the situation escalates-
God forbid, if an unwanted situation happens-it
would be irreparable.” Prime Minister Binali
Yildirim accused Kammenos of posturing; argu-
ing that there were “130 large and small rocks” in
the Aegean whose status is disputed. But Greek
Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras warned Ankara its
actions “would lead nowhere”, insisting there
were no “grey areas” of territory in the Aegean
and that Turkey had simply violated Greek waters.

Too many risks

Greek Foreign Minister Nikos Kotzias
blamed the tensions on Turkish domestic poli-
tics. “Many aspects of foreign policy have not
gone as they wanted and they have big internal
problems,” he told Alpha Radio. Dimitrios
Triantaphyllou, director for the Centre for
International and European Studies at Kadir Has
University in Istanbul, said Turkey and Greece
have never formalized their partnership beyond

political dialogue and hopes to boost trade.

“Without a viable legal and political frame-
work embedding the relations... the mainte-
nance of the status quo holds far too many risks,”
he said. He argued that the standoff was being
used by Turkey to show that “if it wants, it can
bite” in the extradition row, at a time of political
turbulence at home. Nationalist rhetoric tradi-
tionally escalates in Turkey ahead of elections
and Turks are expected to vote in April in a
potentially tight referendum on giving Erdogan
extra powers.

No interest in escalation

Greece and Turkey joined NATO simultane-
ously in 1952 as postwar Europe and the United
States worked to ensure they never again went
to war. But the relationship remained explosive,
not least when Turkish paratroopers invaded
Cyprus in 1974 in response to an Athens-inspired
coup seeking union with Greece. But those ten-
sions were set aside with the so-called earth-
quake diplomacy of 1999 — where Greece
responded quickly to a devastating earthquake
in Turkey. Turkey then turned around and helped
its neighbor when a deadly quake hit Athens a
month later. The ascent to power of the Islamic-
rooted government of Erdogan, who sought to
distance Turkey from the vigorous secular nation-
alism of past administrations, further helped.

The relationship is of far more than just bilat-
eral importance and Turkish officials have
already indicated this new row could hurt a deal
with the EU to cut the flow of migrants. The two
sides are also working together to end the divi-
sion of Cyprus. —AFP

140 SOMALI REFUGEES SET TO
LEAVE FOR US SENT TO CAMP

NAIROBI: About 140 Somali

refugees whose resettlement in the
United States this week was stopped
by President Donald Trump's execu-
tive order have been sent back to
their refugee camp instead, one of
the refugees said Saturday. It was
not clear why they were returned a
day after a US court order blocked
Trump’s ban on travelers and immi-
grants from seven predominantly
Muslim  countries, including
Somalia. Officials with the
International Organization for
Migration, which runs the transit
center in Nairobi where the refugees
had been waiting for their flights to
the US, could not be reached for
comment.

“How would you feel? One day
you are telling friends bye, wishing
them well, and the next you are
back where you started,” 28-year-old
Nadir Hassan told The Associated
Press by phone from the camp. “My
home for 27 years was a refugee
camp. | was hoping to start a new

life in the US, get an education, a
job, a life. We feel bad." He had been
on a waiting list to leave for about a
decade, he said. The fate of the
Somali refugees is especially uncer-
tain because Kenya's government
has vowed to close their Dadaab
camp, the world’s largest, by the end
of May, citing security concerns.

Kenyan officials say the refugees
will be returned to neighboring
Somalia, where the al-Qaida-linked
al-Shabab extremist group contin-
ues to carry out deadly attacks in
the capital, Mogadishu, and else-
where. The Kenyan government says
al-Shabab uses Dadaab as a recruit-
ing and training ground for extrem-
ists who attack Kenya, but it has not
presented any proof. Human rights
groups have protested Kenya'’s plans
to close Dadaab, saying some of the
more than 250,000 refugees there
have reported being pressured to
leave the camp and that Somalia
remains too unstable for people to
return home. —AP

=

KENYA: In this file photo, refugees walk amongst huts at a refugee
camp in Dadaab, Kenya. —AP

TURKEY DETAINS HUNDREDS
IN MASSIVE ANTI-IS OPERATION

ISTANBUL: Turkish police yesterday
detained hundreds of suspected mem-
bers of the Islamic State extremist group
in nationwide raids, just over a month
after an attack on an Istanbul nightclub
claimed by the jihadists. Over 400 sus-
pects were rounded up in Turkey’s
biggest police operation so far against IS
since the New Year attack on the Reina
nightclub just 75 minutes into 2017 that
killed 39. Those detained included for-
eigners and those suspected of planning
attacks in Turkey, the Dogan and Anadolu
news agencies reported. Anadolu said
according to the latest figure, 423 sus-
pects were detained so far.

The operation around the country saw
150 suspects rounded up in Sanliurfa in
the southeast and 47 in the nearby city of
Gaziantep close to the Syrian border which
has a known jihadist presence, Dogan said.
Sixty suspects, mostly foreigners, were
detained in four districts in the capital
Ankara. Dozens more arrests were made in
provinces ranging from Bursa in the west
to Bingol in the east. In the usually peace-
ful Aegean city of Izmir, nine people sus-
pected of travelling to and from Syria and
planning attacks in the city were detained,
Anadolu said.

One of the suspects detained in Izmir-
a Syrian identified only as EA is said to
have been in touch with people smug-
glers in a bid to help the IS members
escape to Europe, Anadolu said. Eighteen
people were detained in Istanbul and the
neighboring province of Kocaeli on suspi-
cion of planning attacks. Another 14 for-
eigners were due to be deported, includ-
ing 10 children.

No idea of attack
Thirty-nine people, mainly foreigners,
were killed on New Year’s night when a

gunman went on the rampage inside a
plush Istanbul night club. IS claimed the
massacre, its first clear claim for a major
attack in Turkey although it had been
blamed for several bombings in 2016.
Police detained the suspected attacker,
Abdulgadir Masharipov, an Uzbek national,
on Jan 16 after over two weeks on the run
and authorities say he has confessed to the
massacre. The Hurriyet daily reported after
the attack that IS also planned a simultane-
ous New Year’s strike in Ankara but
dropped the plot after arrests by the
Turkish authorities.

An Istanbul court on Friday placed a
dozen people under arrest ahead of trial
over the nightclub plot, including
Masharipov’s wife Zarina Nurullayeva.ln her
statement to investigators published in
Turkish media, she said that she had “no
idea” what her husband was planning and
“most of the accusations against me are
false” Turkey was in 2016 shaken by a string
of attacks blamed on IS and Kurdish mili-
tants that left hundreds dead. It is also
engaged in a battle with IS to take the
Syrian town of Al-Bab, in the fiercest fight-
ing yet of the Turkish military’s campaign
inside Syria that started in August.

At least 48 Turkish soldiers have been
killed in the incursion so far, according to
an AFP tally, the vast majority in the battle
for Al-Bab since the fight for the town
began in Dec. Turkey was long accused by
its Western allies of not doing enough to
stop the flow of jihadists across its borders
and emergence of IS cells in its own cities.
Ankara denies the charges, saying it listed
IS as a terror group since 2013. However
observers say Turkey has markedly
stepped up its actions against IS in the last
months and note that the capture of
Masharipov alive may provide it with valu-
able intelligence. —AFP

TURKEY: Turkish anti-terrorism police stand by their armored vehicle during an oper-
ation to arrest people over alleged links to the Islamic State group, in Adiyaman,

southeastern Turkey, yesterday. —AP

IRAN WELCOMES US WRESTLING
TEAM AFTER TRAVEL BAN HALTED

TEHRAN: Iran said yesterday it would allow
US wrestlers to compete in an international
tournament after President Donald Trump's
travel ban was halted by a federal court.
“Following the court ruling suspending
#MuslimBan...US Wrestlers’ visa will be
granted,” tweeted Foreign Minister
Mohammed Javad Zarif. Iran had blocked
visas for US citizens in response to Trump’s
travel ban, preventing the wrestlers from
competing in the event on Feb 16 and 17.
Meanwhile, a group of 72 academics
from the prestigious Sharif University in
Tehran signed a letter calling for the gov-
ernment to take the higher ground by
offering visas-on-arrival to US citizens.
“(We) request our government to act differ-
ently in response to this ungracious action
(by the United States),” the letter said,

adding that US visitors should be encour-
aged to experience the “hospitality of
peaceful Iranians and Muslims”. Tensions
between the two countries escalated after
Iran tested a ballistic missile last week and
Washington responded with a raft of new
sanctions against individuals and groups
linked to its weapons program.

Iran denies US claims that the missile
test violated a UN resolution, and said it
would impose its own sanctions on US indi-
viduals and companies which it says have
supported extremist groups in Syria and
elsewhere. Trump issued an executive
order last week banning nationals from
seven nations-including Iran-from entering
the US. On Friday, a US federal judge sus-
pended the ban, but Trump promised he
would fight the decision. —AFP

LIBYA RESCUES MIGRANTS
OFF TRIPOLI COAST

TRIPOLI: More than 120 migrants includ-
ing women and children were rescued by
Libyan coastguards yesterday off the
coast of Tripoli after their boat ran into
trouble. The migrants set off Friday from
Sabratha-a town 70 kilometers west of
Libya’s capital that has become a staging
ground for traffickers but their boat’s
engine failed, a coastguard official said.
An AFP photographer at the scene of the
rescue said the vessel was intercepted by
a coastguard patrol boat around 20 nauti-
cal miles northeast of Tripoli.

The official said those on board were of
various African nationalities and included
10 women and five children, including a

baby. Libya said on Saturday it had inter-
cepted more than 400 migrants bound for
Europe in recent days. The announcement
followed a meeting of European Union
leaders in Malta where they agreed moves
to curb mass migration from Libya. The
plan includes funding and training Libya's
coastguard to make it better able to inter-
cept migrant boats and helping neighbor-
ing countries to close routes into Libya,
according to a draft statement seen by AFP.

Lawlessness in Libya since a 2011
uprising that ousted longtime strongman
Moamer Kadhafi has allowed smuggling
networks to develop a lucrative traffick-
ing trade. —AFP
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PRIEST ABUSE VICTIMS  GROUP FOUNDER RESIGNS AFTER 29 YEARS

CHICAGO: The founder of the group
that advocates for priest abuse victims
has stepped down after three decades
of campaigning to force the Catholic
Church to recognize the extent of the
scandal and compensate thousands of
people affected. Barbara Blaine, presi-
dent and founder of the Survivors
Network of those Abused by Priests,
said she was abused herself and the
organization was created through her

PENCE WARNS IRAN AGAINST
TESTING TRUMP’'S RESOLVE

efforts to reach out to other victims, the
Chicago Tribune reported.

“I knew there were other survivors
out there and wondered if they felt the
same debilitating hurt and if so, how
they coped with it. | thought they might
hold the wisdom | lacked. | looked for
other survivors and asked if they would
be willing to talk,” Blaine said in a state-
ment. Blaine did not say why she
resigned. She and several other top

SNAP officials were sued last month by a
former employee who says she was fired
shortly after asking superiors whether
SNAP was referring potential clients to
attorneys in return for donations.

SNAP announced at the end of
January that another one of those top
officials, former Executive Direct David
Clohessy, had resigned.

Blaine and Clohessy both said their
resignations were unrelated to the law-

suit. Blaine founded SNAP in 1988,
years after she was abused as an 8th
grader by a Toledo, Ohio priest who
taught at the Catholic school she
attended, according to the organiza-
tion’s website. Her pleas for help to
Toledo’s bishop were ignored. The first
SNAP meeting of victims was held at a
Holiday Inn in Chicago.

The group gained prominence in
2002 after the Boston Globe’s stories on

the priest sexual abuse scandal rocked
the Catholic Church.

The organization now has more than
20,000 members and support groups
meet in over 60 cities across the US and
the world. “Her tenacity and fortitude
helped expose abuse globally during
the past three decades,” SNAP board
member Mary Ellen Kruger said in a
statement. Blaine’s resignation took
effect Friday.—AP

WASHINGTON: US Vice President Mike
Pence in an interview airing yesterday
warned Iran “not to test the resolve” of the
Donald Trump administration, days after
Washington slapped new sanctions on
Tehran following a ballistic missile test
launch. Relations between the two sides
have deteriorated sharply since Trump took
office last month promising a tough line on
what he sees as Iranian belligerence toward
US interests. “Iran would do well to look at
the calendar and realize there’s a new presi-
dent in the Oval Office. And Iran would do
well not to test the resolve of this new pres-
ident,” Pence told ABC News in an interview
taped Saturday.

The tough talk came after Trump'’s
Pentagon chief James Mattis declared last
week that Iran was “the single biggest state
sponsor of terrorism in the world.” The
charged rhetoric has raised questions over
whether the United States will abandon
commitments it made under a landmark
deal-negotiated with several world powers
and approved by president Barack Obama

in 2015 — that obliged Iran to curtail its
nuclear program in exchange for relief from
US and international sanctions. “The
Iranians got a deal from the international
community that again, the president and |
and our administration think was a terrible
deal,” Pence said.

Although Mattis and Secretary of State
Rex Tillerson have said the United States
would stand by the agreement, Pence was
less forthcoming. “Well, we're evaluating
that as we speak,” he said. “l think the presi-
dent will make that decision in the days
ahead. And he'll listen to all of his advisors,
but make no mistake about it. The resolve
of this president is such that Iran would do
well to think twice about their continued
hostile and belligerent actions.” US officials
said the new sanctions imposed Friday
were in response to Iran’s recent ballistic
missile test and its support for the Huthi
rebels in Yemen, who recently targeted a
Saudi warship. The White House has said
“nothing is off the table”-even military
action.—AFP

IN TEARY VIGIL FOR LATE WIFE,
LULA LASHES OUT AT DETRACTORS

SAO BERNARDO DO CAMPO, Brazil:
Former Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva held a wake Saturday for his late
wife, ending it with harshly worded criti-
cism for the couple’s detractors in an ongo-
ing corruption scandal. Leftist party staff
and hundreds of citizens, many wearing
the red shirt of the Workers' Party and car-
rying posters that read “President Lula,
went to Sao Bernardo do Campo in metro-
politan Sao Paulo to offer their condo-
lences to Latin America’s most popular left-
ist leader. “Marisa died sad,’ Lula said at the
headquarters of the Metalworkers’ Union
where they met four decades ago, before
later breaking into tears.

She was affected by “the nasty remarks,
the idiocy and the wickedness that they
inflicted on her,” he said of her critics, stand-
ing in front of her coffin which was draped
with a Brazilian and red Workers’ Party flag.
Marisa Leticia Rocco, who was first lady from
2003 to 2011 and a veteran labor activist like
her husband, was pronounced brain dead at
66 at the Sirio-Libanes hospital in Sao Paulo
on Thursday. She had been treated in inten-
sive care since January 24 with a brain hem-
orrhage due to a ruptured brain aneurism.

Lula ended his rule with sky-high ratings
and took credit for Brazil's economic boom.
But his legacy has been tarnished by a sub-
sequent recession and a string of corruption
charges last year in which his wife was also
indicted. “I'm 71 years old and | think I'm
going to live much longer because | want
the criminals who insulted Marisa to have
the humility to apologize,” Lula said to
applause. Lula’s leftist party colleagues were
quick to defend the political couple as they
paid their respects, with several suggesting
that the year of scandal had weakened the
former first lady’s health.

“It is not an exaggeration to say that
they killed Dona Marisa,” leftist senator
Lindbergh Farias told journalists. “She was
the victim of enormous persecution and
couldn’t take it Lula received condolences
and hugs from hundreds of Brazilian citi-
zens throughout the morning. On Thursday
evening conservative President Michel
Temer-who replaced Lula’s ally and succes-
sor in the presidency, Dilma Rousseff-
offered his condolences at the medical cen-
ter. The former first lady’s remains were to
be cremated in a private family ceremony
following the wake. —AFP

BRAZIL: Brazil’s former President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva stands next to the body of
his wife Marisa Leticia Lula da Silva, during her wake in Sao Bernardo do Campo, in

the greater Sao Paulo area, Brazil. —AP

TRUMP SAYS HE RESPECTS KILLER PUTIN

NEW YORK: US Senator Charles Schumer speaks at a rally in front of the Stonewall Inn in solidarity with immigrants, asylum seekers, refugees

and the LGBT community in New York. —AFP

AMERICA'S LGBT COMMUNITY
AWAITS TRUMP’'S NEXT MOVE

TRUMP TO PROTECT THE RIGHTS OF ALL AMERICANS

LOS ANGELES: America’s LGBT community is
watching warily to decipher President Donald
Trump’s intentions towards them, with many
fearing a backlash is in store from the new
administration-despite its efforts to reassure
them. The presence in Trump’s cabinet of arch
conservatives, with a record of opposing same-
sex marriage and other hard-fought LGBT rights,
has set the community on edge. Since Trump's
election in Nov, phones have been ringing off
the hook at the Trevor Project, which provides
counseling to people in the community who suf-
fer from depression or are at risk of suicide.

The day after the vote, the organization was
contacted 400 times-the biggest single day total
all year. “Before this campaign, this election sea-
son, people were feeling in power to really be
themselves, speak out. Because the direction
was, after gay marriage, under (Barack) Obama,
more moves to more openness and more securi-
ty in terms of laws and policies,” said Steve
Mendelson, the organization’s interim executive
director. But now “there are a lot of messages
that lead LGBTQ people to be frightened, to
think that they can’t come out,” he said.

Those fears spiked last week, when a draft
executive order outlining plans to roll back LGBT
workplace protections created under Obama
was circulated among journalists and progres-
sive groups. The White House moved to quash
the story in a statement on Tuesday. “President
Donald J Trump is determined to protect the
rights of all Americans, including the LGBTQ
community,” it read, promising Obama’s anti-dis-
crimination decree would remain intact.

Politico reported that Trump’s daughter
Ivanka and influential son-in-law Jared Kushner-
who have both supported gay rights-led the
charge to scuttle the draft. But members of the
religious right quoted by Politico said they have
been led to expect some changes will come

from Trump’s administration-namely to let com-
panies opt out of anti-discrimination rules on
faith grounds.

Anti-gay cabinet

Trump spoke out in defense of the communi-
ty last year after a shooting massacre at a gay
nightclub in Orlando, Florida left 49 people
dead. But his words have been eclipsed by the
records of some of the appointees to his cabinet.
Vice President Mike Pence, for instance, while
serving in Congress for the state of Indiana, con-
sistently voted against same-sex marriage and
laws to protect gays from discrimination. He is
accused of supporting conversion therapy-a
treatment designed to change people’s sexual
orientation from homosexual to heterosexual.
Pence denies this charge.

Activists say Trump’s nominees for attorney
general, Jeff Sessions, and education, Betsy
DeVos, also have long records of opposing
LGBTQ rights. “I think we should judge who he is
and what he believes based on what he does,
and what he has done so far is nominate the
most hateful anti-gay cabinet imaginable,” said
Camilla Taylor, senior counsel for Lambda Legal,
an NGO that works to defend the rights of
LGBTQ people. With both houses of Congress
now under Republican control, many in the
community wonder if lawmakers might try to
scrap laws legalizing gay marriage, say, or insti-
tute conversion therapy for children.

“This is the fight of our life. We are engaged in
a resistance,” Taylor warned. On Saturday, about
3,000 people demonstrated in New York to voice
solidarity with LGBTQ groups, Muslims and oth-
ers they fear the president could target. They
massed around the historic Stonewall Inn, a
powerful symbol of the gay community and its
hard-won rights, chanting and waving rainbow
and American flags.

Hard to reverse

Obama, before leaving office, said he was
proud of the achievements made by the gay
rights movement-and sought to reassure the
community about the road ahead. “l don't think
it is something that will be reversible because
American society has changed,” he told his
farewell news conference. Though he noted:
“That doesn’t mean there aren’t going to be
some fights that are important, legal issues,
issues surrounding transgender persons.” Jim
Obergefell, the widower behind the class
action suit that led the US Supreme Court to
legalize same-sex marriage nationwide in 2015,
said it will be hard for the court to reverse that
decision. In his view it would take an unlikely
“perfect storm of the right case, the right
judges, the right appeals court and Trump's
nominated justices.”

Things in common

Meanwhile, the Trevor Project’s phone lines-
manned 24 hours a day by volunteers in Los
Angeles and New York-keep ringing. Most calls
come from the southern United States, which
tends to be conservative and where religion
often plays a strong role in people’s lives. “It's the
effect of the rhetoric that is in use in politics,’
said David Bond, vice president of programs for
the organization.

Seeking to counter some of that rhetoric, a
TV mini-series on the fight for gay rights-enti-
tled “When we Rise”-will start airing on Feb 27.
Written and directed by Oscar winner Dustin
Lance Black, the seven-part series tells the sto-
ry of Cleve Jones, an activist in the fight for gay
rights and against AIDS. Black, who comes
from a conservative family, says he wrote the
screenplay “for my family, for that other
America, to say, ‘Hey, we have more in com-
mon than you think.”—AFP

PALM BEACH: US President Donald Trump
has rebuffed calls for a tougher stance on
Russia, playing down political assassinations
inside the country and Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine. Trump-now two weeks into his
four-year term-showed no signs of yielding
to demands from within his own Republican
Party to distance himself from President
Vladimir Putin.

“I do respect him. Well, | respect a lot of
people, but that doesn't mean I'll get along
with them,” Trump said in an excerpt of a
Super Bowl interview with Fox News’s Bill
O'Reilly that will air in full yesterday. When
pressed in relation to Putin’s alleged links to
the extrajudicial killing of journalists and
dissidents, Trump said, “There are a lot of
killers. We have a lot of killers.”

“You think our country is so innocent?”
Trump asked rhetorically. Michael McFaul, a
former ambassador to Russia and advisor to
former president Barack Obama, described
Trump’s comments as “disgusting.” “This
moral equivalency that Trumps continues to
draw between the USA and Russia is dis-
gusting (and inaccurate),” he said on Twitter.
Mainstream Republicans have repeatedly
called on Trump to distance himself from
Putin, with little impact.

Throughout the election campaign,

Trump refused to criticize the Russian leader,
saying better relations with the Kremlin
would be in the US national interest.

The new president has advocated work-
ing with Russia to combat the Islamic State
group in Syria, where Moscow has deployed
aircraft, naval assets and troops to support
Bashar al-Assad’s regime. In December, US
intelligence agencies went public with their
view that Russia conducted a hack-and-
release campaign aimed at swinging the US
election in Trump’s favor.

Trump'’s repeated criticism of NATO-a
common target for Putin-has only fueled
suspicions that Trump is ready to side with
Moscow over allies in Europe. Across
Europe, there are growing concerns that the
continent might be wedged between a hos-
tile Russia and a hostile United States.

Trump's stance on Ukraine has also raised
eyebrows. After a call with Ukrainian leader
Petro Poroshenko on Saturday, the White
House said the pair addressed “Ukraine’s
long-running conflict with Russia.” Russia
annexed the Ukrainian region of Crimea in
March 2014 and has supported separatists
in the east of the country.

Former national security advisor Susan
Rice publicly criticized Trump’s framing of
the situation. “This distortion of even recent

history is deeply troubling,” she tweeted.

We're watching

Trump’s Vice President Mike Pence tried
to explain the administration’s approach to
the conflict in eastern Ukraine, which had
flared after Trump and Putin spoke by tele-
phone a week ago.

“We're watching, and (we're) very trou-
bled by the increased hostilities over the
past week in eastern Ukraine,” Pence told
ABC's “This Week” news program. During the
Trump-Putin call, the Kremlin said the two
men had discussed improving economic
relations, a potential signal of Trump’s will-
ingness to lift sanctions on Russia.

Asked whether the administration would
be willing to ease sanctions while Russia is
violating ceasefire agreements, Pence
demurred. “I think that's a question that will
be answered in the months ahead. And it
just simply all depends,” he said.

“If we have opportunities to work
together, | think the president is looking for
an opportunity to begin that relationship
anew. “But make no mistake about it-those
decisions will await action. And they’ll be
very dependent on how the Russians
respond in the days ahead"—AFP

coal derailed near downtown Suffolk, Virginia. —AP

NO INJURIES REPORTED IN
VIRGINIA TRAIN DERAILMENT

SUFFOLK, Virginia: Officials say a train has
derailed in downtown Suffolk but no injuries
have been reported. The city said in a state-
ment that they were notified of the Norfolk
Southern train derailment just before 7 am
Saturday. The statement said that the derail-
ment caused a coal spill in the area. Norfolk
Southern spokeswoman Susan Terpay says
the train was comprised of 161 coal cars and
that the company is estimating 44 railcars
derailed. The train was headed to Norfolk
and the coal was to be exported.

The city, about 20 miles west of Norfolk,
said that streets in the area are closed and
train personnel are attempting to discon-
nect the cars remaining on the track to
move them further down the line. The city
says a warehouse building was damaged
by coal that spilled from the train. A home
and a car also had windows broken by coal
or coal debris.

The city said clean-up efforts and track
repairs are expected to be “extensive and
ongoing"—AP
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LE PEN RALLIES SUPPORTERS FOR FRENCH PRESIDENTIAL LAUNCH

LYON: French far-right leader Marine Le
Pen gives a major speech yesterday to
formally launch her presidential bid with
a program featuring many of the themes
that propelled Donald Trump to the
White House.

Le Pen, who leads the National Front
(FN), on Saturday published a list of 144
“commitments” built around putting
France first, reclaiming sovereignty from
the European Union, and clamping
down on immigration. The 48-year-old is
convinced that Trump and the Brexit
vote in Britain point to the return of
nationalism, while recent domestic
events in France’s unpredictable election
race could also help her.

“People are waking up. They see
Brexit, they see Trump and they're saying
to themselves: ‘It's worth going to vote}
her party’s influential deputy leader

Florian Philippot said on Sunday ahead
of Le Pen’s speech in the east-central city
of Lyon. The French presidential race has
been jolted after long-time conservative
frontrunner Francois Fillon became
embroiled in revelations his wife drew
hundreds of thousands of euros in salary
as his parliamentary assistant amid sus-
picions she never actually worked. And
an incident at the Louvre museum on
Friday, where a man with two machetes
was shot after attacking a group of sol-
diers, has shifted the focus onto Le Pen’s
preferred subjects of security, Islam and
immigration.

Polls have shown for months that she
will win enough votes on April 23 to
reach the second round runoff on May 7,
but they also currently show that a main-
stream candidate will beat her at that
stage. “French people on the whole share

our vision of the country, the themes
which are ours: the patriotism on which
our project is built, and then the defense
of our civilization,” she said on Saturday.
France was “undoubtedly at a crossroads
where tomorrow we might not recognize
our country any more’, she said. She will
address supporters at 1400 GMT in the
city where she once compared the sight
of Muslims praying in the street to the
Nazi occupation. Sources in her party say
up to 10,000 people are expected,
although the room was only half full on
the first day of the rally on Saturday.

Nepotism claims
The election had long been seen as a
two-horse race between Le Pen and Fillon,
but his expenses scandal has further
boosted the chances of 39-year-old cen-
trist independent Emmanuel Macron. “On

paper, Macron has the strongest chance of
winning,” one of Le Pen’s advisors conced-
ed on Saturday, speaking on condition of
anonymity. A former economy minister
under unpopular Socialist President
Francois Hollande, Macron is also running
as a candidate outside the political estab-
lishment and has founded his own move-
ment, En Marche (On The Move).

Benefiting from being a fresh face in a
familiar field of characters, the pro-
European moderate packed out a 8,000-
place venue also in Lyon on Saturday
and had thousands more watching on a
big screen outside.

Macron said Le Pen “did not speak in
the name of the people” and he took aim
at nepotism in the FN, which was found-
ed by her father, anti-Semitic former
paratrooper Jean-Marie Le Pen. Marine’s
27-year-old niece, the hardline Marion

Marechal-Le Pen, is also a senior figure in
the party.

Tough on crime and the EU

Among the key proposals in Le Pen'’s
“commitments” to the nation is a pledge
to hold a referendum soon after taking
power on whether France should remain
in the European Union. She favors a radi-
cally overhauled EU which would repatri-
ate almost all powers over economic poli-
cy, currencies and border control to mem-
ber states. She also proposes “zero toler-
ance” of crime, 15,000 extra police, impos-
ing higher taxes on foreign workers and
imports, as well as freeing small firms from
red tape. On economic policy, she wants
to lower the retirement age and increase
some welfare payments in an agenda
designed to appeal to hard-pressed areas
suffering from job losses. —AFP

ROMANIA DEMOS MAINTAIN
PRESSURE ON GOVT THIEVES

PROTESTERS AWAIT DECREE TO BE REPEALED

BUCHAREST: Romanians braced for a sixth day
of protests yesterday, seeking to maintain pres-
sure on the government despite its climb down
over contentious corruption legislation that
sparked the biggest protests since 1989. Late
on Saturday, the government pledged to repeal
a decree widely seen as easing the penalties for
corruption that sparked days of furious
protests, saying it would meet to do so yester-
day. But demonstrators were not convinced.

"

“Today we are going to break new records,
Florian, 40, said in Bucharest, saying he didn't
trust the government to retract the legislation
as promised. “We don’t believe that,” the electri-
cian said as he distributed free pretzels and tea
at Victory Square, the epicenter of this week'’s

protests. By midday (1000 GMT) yesterday, sev-
eral hundred people could be seen gathering in
the square but the crowd was expected to swell
with thousands arriving on buses from outside
the capital.

On Saturday, an estimated 330,000 people
demonstrated across the nation, TV reports
said, in what was the biggest turnout since the
toppling of Dictator Nicolae Ceausescu in
1989. The crowds, largely young, have chanted,
waved banners, blown vuvuzela horns in the
national colors and paraded effigies of govern-
ment officials in black-and-white prison uni-
forms. Critics say that the emergency govern-
ment decree issued late on Tuesday represents
a retreat on corruption, long the scourge of

BUCHAREST: Pro-government demonstrators wave Romanian flags and hold a poster claiming
the dismissal of the country’s President during a rally in Bucharest yesterday. —AFP

this ex-communist nation. The government
said it would align the penal code with the
constitution but protesters saw it as a brazenly
transparent attempt by the ruling Social
Democrats (PSD) to let off many of its own offi-
cials and lawmakers.

In addition, the government, in office for
barely a month, wants to release some 2,500
prisoners serving sentences less than five years,
ostensibly to reduce overcrowding in jails. In
recent years Romania, a European Union mem-
ber since 2007, has won praise for its consider-
able progress tackling graft, but Tuesday'’s
decree sparked a chorus of alarm from both
Washington and Brussels.

Must stay vigilant

On Saturday evening as the crowds swelled,
Prime Minister Sorin Grindeanu finally
announced the climb down, saying the govern-
ment would meet Sunday to repeal the decree.
“I do not want to divide Romania,” a pale and
tired-looking Grindeanu said in a televised
address, sparking cheers and celebrations late
into the night from protestors outside. But he
said the government still needed to bring laws
into line with the constitution, slamming what
he called a campaign of misinformation and
“distortion”. Raluca, a demonstrator in her 30s,
said she was delighted but that the govern-
ment was still not to be trusted.

“People are going to remain very vigilant
with this government,” she said. Her words were
echoed on Sunday morning by Rado, one of a
sweaty trio cycling on bikes fixed to the ground
at Victory Square, who said he was “sick” of cor-
ruption. “Usually we do a Sunday trip, we cycle
around 100-150 kilometers,” said the 27-year-
old who works for an online sports shop. “And
since we have to look out for the thieves in our
government, we decided just to come here and
train,” he said. “We just want someone compe-
tent to run the state for the people. Not for
themselves, for their own benefit and bank
accounts” —AFP

FRENCH INVESTIGATORS GRILL
SUSPECT IN LOUVRE ATTACK

PARIS: French investigators began questioning
yesterday a suspect in the attack on soldiers at
the Louvre Museum in Paris, but the man
refused to speak, a judicial source said. The sus-
pect, believed to be an Egyptian national, was
shot in the stomach and seriously wounded
after lunging at the soldiers with two machetes
on Friday. The attack was the latest in a string of
assaults in France and thrust the issue of security
back into the headlines three months ahead of
the French presidential election. Investigators
decided to question him at his hospital bed after
his condition improved, the source said.

The man “is refusing to speak to investigators
for now”, the source said, adding that investiga-
tors planned to question him again later yester-
day. The suspect has been held at a Paris hospi-
tal since the attack near the museum on Friday
morning. Based on his phone and visa records,
he is thought to be Abdallah El-Hamahmy, a 29-
year-old Egyptian national living in the United
Arab Emirates, who entered France legally on a
flight from Dubai on Jan 26. Investigators
believe Hamahmy rented an expensive apart-
ment near the Champs Elysees.

DNA testing

Investigators say the attacker, who was car-
rying two machetes and wearing a black T-shirt
with a skull design, lunged at four soldiers
shouting “Allahu Akbar” (“God is greatest”).
President Francois Hollande said that “there is
little doubt as to the terrorist nature of this
act”. French investigators have contacted
Egyptian officials in hopes of confirming the
suspect’s identity through DNA testing, a
source close to the inquiry said. They also plan
to contact officials in the UAE and in Turkey,
since Hamahmy's passport had two visas from
Turkey, in 2015 and 2016.

Police are also examining Hamahmy's Twitter
account after around a dozen messages were
posted in Arabic just minutes before the attack.
“In the name of Allah... for our brothers in Syria
and fighters across the world,” he wrote, before
referring to the Islamic State jihadist group in
another tweet a minute later. Speaking to AFP in
Cairo on Saturday, a retired police general, Reda
El-Hamahmy, said he believed the wounded sus-
pect was his son, Abdallah, who had been in
Paris on a business trip.

PARIS: People walk past a police vehicle parked near the Louvre Museum in Paris. —AFP

But he said there were no signs his son had
been radicalized. “He went on a company trip
and when it was over visited the museum. He
was supposed to leave on Saturday,” he said, say-
ing his son was married and his pregnant wife
was currently staying in Saudi Arabia with their
seven-month-old son. “He is a simple guy,” he
said. “l can show you picture where he has no
beard,” he said. Beards are often grown by
devout Muslims. Over the past two years, France
has suffered a string of bloody attacks by Islamic
extremists and has been under a state of emer-
gency since Nov 2015.

Security, immigration and the economy are
all major issues for voters ahead of this year’s
presidential and parliamentary elections which
are expected to confirm the country’s shift to the
right after five years of Socialist rule. The worries
have taken a toll on the Louvre, a former palace
in the heart of Paris, which has seen annual visi-
tor numbers fall to 7.3 million since Nov 2015, a
drop of around two million. After being closed
immediately after the attack, the museum
reopened Saturday under a heavy presence of
police and soldiers. —AFP
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UKRAINE: Ukrainian servicemen patrol at the humanitarian aid center in Avdiivka,
Ukraine. —AP

UKRAINE TOWN CALM AS
TRUMP PLEDGES TO HELP

AVDIIVKA, Ukraine: Fighting subsided
around a flashpoint Ukrainian town yester-
day following a week-long surge in vio-
lence that prompted US President Donald
Trump to pledge to help bring peace to
Europe’s backyard. The Ukrainian military
said in the morning that no soldiers had
been killed in the past 24 hours for the first
time since fighting over the blue-collar
town of Avdiivka soared last week. A total
of 27 people have died in the battered
town while eight more were killed in other
parts of the war zone that covers the
Russian-backed eastern separatist fiefdoms
of Donetsk and Lugansk.

The streets of Avdiivka were quiet and
no shelling could be heard from the out-
skirts of the town where both sides have
their big guns stationed. Ukrainian military
spokesman Sergiy Klymenko said that a
pause in hostilities agreed by the two sides
came into effect from 8.00 am (0600 GMT)
but that is was only a verbal deal and not
on paper. Klymenko said the truce was
aimed at allowing workers to repair broken
power lines after many in the town of
25,000 spent days without power or heat.
Ukraine said overall the level of rebel
shelling across the conflict zone had halved
over the past day while the insurgents
announced their frontline towns had not
come under bombardment overnight.

Different spins

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko’s
first conversation with the new US leader
since his inauguration took place as the for-
mer Soviet republic worries that Trump is
seeking to build a friendship with Russia’s
Vladimir Putin. Some analysts linked the
escalation of the violence to this potential
improvement in relations that had slumped
to their lowest level since the Cold War
while others attributed it to more local
issues. In the call Trump promised to try to
push for an end to the conflict in the east

but appeared to stop short of offering the
sort of staunch backing Ukraine enjoyed
under the Barack Obama administration.
“We will work with Ukraine, Russia, and all
other parties involved to help them restore
peace along the border,’ the White House
quoted Trump as saying. The White House
further said that the two leaders had a
“good call” but provided few other details
except to say that a meeting between
Trump and Poroshenko was being
arranged for the future.

Poroshenko himself put a more positive
spin on the high-profile conversation with a
statement saying he thanked Trump for his
“firm support of Ukraine’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity.” The statement said that
the two leaders expressed “deep concern”
about the spike in fighting in Avdiivka and
underscored the need for an “immediate
ceasefire” The Ukrainian leader’s office said
also that they “spoke in favor of energizing
dialogue at all levels with the new US
administration.” The talks follow Trump's
phone conversation with Putin on January
28 that both sides described as constructive.

Aggressive actions

The 33-month conflict began shortly
after Ukraine ousted its Russian-backed
leader in Feb 2014. Moscow responded by
annexing Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula in
March 2014 before allegedly plotting the
eastern insurgency to keep Ukraine under
its thumb. Washington’s UN ambassador
Nikki Haley on Thursday condemned
Russia’s “aggressive actions” in Ukraine-a
surprising attack given Trump’s warm words
toward Putin. Russia denies any responsi-
bility for the conflict and blames the United
States for igniting three months of massive
street protests that turned Ukraine toward
the West. The entire conflict has claimed
more than 10,000 lives and has seen rela-
tions between Moscow and the West
plunge to a post-Cold War low.—AFP

US ENVOY EYES CUTS
TO UN PEACEKEEPING

UNITED NATIONS: Washington’s new UN
envoy Nikki Haley is putting in motion a far-
reaching review of UN peacekeeping that is
likely to lead to closures and downsizing of
missions, according to diplomats. Haley
took up her post with a vow to overhaul the
United Nations and “do away” with what she
termed as “obsolete” activities amid fresh
clamor in Washington over US funding for the
world body. During one-on-one meetings
with Security Council ambassadors this week,
the new US envoy raised peacekeeping as a
priority for cuts, zeroing in on the UN’s flag-
ship enterprise, according to three diplomats
with knowledge of the discussions.

“On UN reform, | think there is a particu-
lar interest in peacekeeping,” said a Security
Council diplomat. Haley is setting up a mis-
sion-by-mission review of all 16 peace
operations and is “relatively skeptical” of
the value and efficiency of many of the
blue-helmet deployments, said the diplo-
mat, who spoke on background. A senior
Security Council diplomat said that peace-
keeping reform was “a priority” for the new
US ambassador “who wants to work closely
with key partners on the issue in the com-
ing weeks.” While the United States has few
soldiers serving as peacekeepers, it is by far
the biggest financial contributor to UN
peacekeeping, providing nearly 29 percent
of the $7.9 billion budget for this year.
During hearings at the US Senate last
month, Haley made clear she was seeking

to bring the US share of funding for peace-
keeping to below 25 percent and said other
countries should step in to shoulder the
burden. “We have to start encouraging oth-
er countries to have skin in the game,” she
said. No list has been drawn up of missions
that are to be axed, but diplomats said UN
missions in Haiti and Liberia are probably
headed for a rapid shutdown.

Get it settled and get out

The last remaining UN peacekeepers in
Ivory Coast will pull out in June while the
Security Council renewed the UNMIL mis-
sion in Liberia until March 2018 with the
understanding that this would be the final
year. UN peacekeeping chief Herve
Ladsous is traveling to Haiti next week to
carry out an assessment that could pave
the way for a closure. For now, diplomats
are welcoming the US scrutiny and agree
that while some missions are operating in
difficult political environments-Haiti,
Cyprus or Kosovo for example-there is no
major threat of conflict in those areas.

At the Senate hearing, Haley ques-
tioned the decision to send peacekeepers
to South Sudan, citing opposition from
President Salva Kiir's government, even
though some 200,000 civilians are shelter-
ing in UN bases. There should be clear exit
strategies, she argued, and new missions
should be authorized only if there is a
“secure base to start with.” —AFP
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SERBS TEAR DOWN CONTESTED WALL IN DIVIDED KOSOVO TOWN

KOSOVSKA MITROVICA, Kosovo: Serbs
in the northern Kosovo town of
Mitrovica yesterday began tearing down
a concrete wall on the banks of the Ibar
River that had drawn the ire of the
Kosovar authorities. The mayor of the
city’s Serb-dominated northern sector,
Goran Rakic, had said the barrier was
built last month to protect a new pedes-
trian zone near a bridge that connects to
the southern zone, home to most of the

CHINA PUNISHES 11 FOR DERELICTION
OF DUTY AFTER DEADLY BUS FIRE

city’s ethnic Albanian population. But
the two-meter-high (six and a half feet)
wall, stretching some 100 meters, was
seen by many as an effort to cement the
town'’s divisions.

Yesterday, two bulldozers were
employed by a crew of workers to start
knocking down the barrier, an AFP jour-
nalist reported. The move was the first
evidence of a thaw between Belgrade
and Pristina after weeks of strained rela-

tions, and came after EU-sponsored talks
between leaders of the two sides in
Brussels last week. “It's an extremely
good sign, showing that both sides can
reach an agreement given sufficient
political will,” said Nataliya Apostolova,
the EU representative to Kosovo.
Tensions had been running high in
Kosovo since last month, when Belgrade
sent a train towards Kosovo painted in
the colors of the Serbian flag, bearing

the words “Kosovo is Serbia” in multiple
languages, and decorated inside with
Serbian Orthodox imagery. Kosovo
called it a “provocation”, and the train
was stopped from crossing the border
over fears it would be attacked, accord-
ing to Serbian Prime Minister Aleksandar
Vucic.
Members

of Kosovo's ethnic

Albanian majority were also outraged
by the arrest in France in January of for-

mer Prime Minister Ramush Haradinaj,
under an international warrant issued
by Serbia.

Belgrade wants to try him for alleged
war crimes committed against civilians
during the 1990s conflict. Kosovo's eth-
nic Albanian insurgents fought Serbian
forces in 1998-1999. The former
province unilaterally declared independ-
ence in 2008, but Serbia denies Kosovo's
sovereignty. —AFP

BEIJING: The government of the northern
Chinese region of Ningxia has punished
11 officials for dereliction of duty after a
deadly bus fire last year killed 18 people in
the regional capital Yinchuan. The man
blamed for starting the fire, Ma Yongping,
was executed in December. He set alight
two plastic bags filled with gasoline on
the bus after getting involved in a person-
al work dispute, according to an official
account of his crimes.

In a statement late on Saturday carried
by the ruling Communist Party’s anti-cor-
ruption watchdog, the Ningxia govern-
ment said the fire exposed a lack of con-
cern and lack of sense of responsibility by

certain officials. Warnings that Ma could
carry out an extreme act were ignored,
and steps were not taken to prevent him
starting the fire, it said.

Two of the 11 officials punished for
dereliction have already been handed
over to authorities for prosecution, includ-
ing a senior Yinchuan police officer, while
others have been given administrative
punishments, the government said. Bus
fires are not uncommon in China, where
regulators have blamed some recent
blazes on flawed design.

In 2013, a bus fire blamed on a suicidal
man killed 47 in the coastal city of
Xiamen.—Reuters

PAK THANKS INDIA FOR REUNITING
KASHMIRI BOY WITH MOTHER

MUZAFFARABAD, Pakistan: Pakistan has
sent a rare message of thanks to arch-rival
India after a five-year-old boy who was tak-
en to India by his father nearly a year ago
was reunited with his Pakistani mother.
Ifthikar Ahmed was handed over to Rohina
Kiani by border officials in the town of
Wagah in Punjab province on Saturday
evening following a long legal battle seek-
ing his return from his father, Gulzar
Ahmad Tantray. The case created a media
stir and shone a spotlight on the two coun-
tries’ decades-long dispute over divided
Kashmir, over which they have fought two
full-scale wars.

Kiani, a resident of the Pakistani-con-
trolled part of the territory, said yesterday
she was overwhelmed with happiness and
prepared to forgive her estranged hus-
band, who is from Indian-controlled
Kashmir. “I'm extremely happy and unable
to express my joy. | pardon my husband
and hope he will also join us soon to live
with us here in Pakistan,” she said. Tantray
was among thousands who crossed the de
facto border into Pakistani Kashmir while
an insurgency was at its peak in the Indian

sector. He later married Kiani, but wanted
the family to return to his home village fol-
lowing the birth of their son.

When Kiani refused, Tantray absconded
with the child last March. Kiani pursued a
custody case in an Indian court through
the Pakistani embassy in New Delhi, and
the court ruled in her favor. “We are thank-
ful to Indian authorities for their coopera-
tion in this humanitarian matter,’ Pakistan’s
high commissioner (ambassador) Abdul
Basit tweeted. Kiani also thanked both
governments, and urged them to come
together to find a lasting solution to the
Kashmir conflict.

“Thousands of people are suffering from
grief and sorrow because of this dispute.
The Kashmir issue must be solved to end
problems of people living on both sides of
Kashmir,” she said. The Himalayan region
has been divided between India and
Pakistan since they won independence
from Britain in 1947, but both claim the ter-
ritory in its entirety. Several rebel groups
have for decades fought Indian troops
deployed in the region, demanding its inde-
pendence or merger with Pakistan.—AFP
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INDIA: In this photograph, Pakistani mother Rohina Kiani holds her son Iftikhar
Ahmed after he was handed over by an official as she speaks with media representa-

tives at the Wagah border with India. —AFP

POPE URGES PRAYERS FOR

UNBORN CHILDRE

VATICAN: Pope Francis delivers his
blessing from his studio window
overlooking St. Peter’s Square during
his Angelus prayer, at the Vatican,
yesterday. —AP

N UNDER THREAT

ROME: Pope Francis yesterday urged the
faithful to pray for unborn children
threatened by “the termination of preg-
nancy”in a throwaway culture marked by
falling birthrates. “Every life is sacred. Let
us promote a culture of life as a response
to the logic of throwing away and in the
face of demographic decline,” he said in
an address to mark the “international day
for consecrated life”. “Let us pray together
for children threatened by the termina-
tion of pregnancy and also for people at
the end of their lives,” he said during his
weekly Angelus prayer in Saint Peter’s
Square.

Since his election, the pope has
expressed concern over the demograph-
ic decline in Europe and particularly in
Italy, which the Catholic Church believes
is fuelled in part by abortion-a practice
which Francis, like his predecessors,
fiercely opposes. But last year he granted
priests the right to permanently forgive
abortion, extending a temporary meas-
ure put in place during the Vatican’s
jubilee “Year of Mercy” which ended in
Nov. The Catholic Church considers
abortion to be a sin, with the priestly
pardon applicable not only to women
who have abortions but also to those
who carry them out or are involved in
any way.—AFP

CHENNAI: This file photo shows VK Sasikala, general secretary of southern Tamil Nadu state’s ruling All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(AIADMK), gesturing upon her arrival to take up office at the AIADMK headquarters in Chennai. —AFP

POLITICAL NOVICE TO BECOME
NEXT HEAD OF INDIAN STATE

FORMER CASSETTE SELLER TO BECOME TAMIL NADU'S CM

CHENNALI: A former video cassette seller with
close ties to Tamil Nadu'’s late leader will become
the next chief minister of the Indian state, cap-
ping a remarkable rise for the political novice.
The ruling party in the southern state
announced yesterday that VK Sasikala would
become the next leader following the resigna-
tion of the acting chief minister. Her rise to the
top office had been rumored since December,
when beloved leader Jayalalithaa Jayaram died
at the age of 68, plunging the state into political
uncertainty.

Sasikala-a close confidante of Jayalalithaa but
with no previous record of public office-was
soon afterwards elevated to head the ruling All
India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam

(AIADMK) party, paving the way to the top job.
“She is the next chief minister of Tamil Nadu.
Like Amma, we wanted a strong woman leader
to serve the people,” party spokesperson C R
Saraswathi said, referring to Jayalalithaa by her
popular nickname. “O Panneerselvam has
stepped down from the chief minister’s post and
he will continue to work for the party.”
Panneerselvam had been filling in as chief
minister since October when former film star
Jayalalithaa was hospitalized. The date of
Sasikala’s swearing-in and other formalities will
be announced soon. Although Sasikala had nev-
er held any official position in the AIADMK or the
state government before her election, she has
long been known as “Chinnamma” (aunt) to the

party because of her friendship with
Jayalalithaa. The two met in the 1980s when
Sasikala was running a video parlour and
Jayalalithaa was a budding politician.

It marked the beginning of a decades-long
friendship dogged by corruption scandals and
intermittent spells of bad blood. In 2014 both
were jailed for four years for corruption but were
later acquitted. The death of Jayalalithaa on Dec
5 sparked a mass outpouring of grief across
Tamil Nadu, with huge crowds lining the streets
to pay tribute to her coffin. Unlike Jayalalithaa, a
three-time chief minister who inspired a devo-
tion that verged on the religious, Sasikala lacks
popular support in Tamil Nadu and critics say
she has yet to prove her mettle.—AFP

DAYS OF HEAVY SNOW KILL 54 IN AFGHANISTAN

KABUL: The death toll from three
days of heavy snow across

overnight,
spokesman

said  provincial
Naweed Frotan.

terday, a normal working day in
Afghanistan, to be a public holiday

Shah said the city’s airport was shut
because of the weather. The

Afghanistan rose to 54 yesterday
and there were fears the toll could
rise as rescuers began clearing
roads to remote areas. Avalanches
destroyed scores of homes and
blocked roads in central and north-
eastern provinces, a spokesman for
the ministry of natural disasters
said. “So far, 54 persons have lost
their lives and 52 were injured as a
result of avalanches and freezing
weather in 22 provinces,” said
Mohammad Omar Mohammadi.

He said 168 houses were
destroyed and 340 cattle killed.
Authorities fear the toll may rise
sharply because rescue crews have
yet to reach some of the worst-hit
areas. In the badly hit northeastern
province of Badakhshan at least 18
people, including three women
and two children, were killed when
avalanches hit their houses

“Several dozen are still trapped, we
are trying to rescue them,” he said,
adding that many roads were still
blocked.

Five people were killed by ava-
lanches in the Balkhab district of
Sari Pul province in northern
Afghanistan and at least 70 people
trapped under the snow were
being rescued, said provincial
spokesman Zabiullah Amani. “The
roads to Balkhab are still blocked
and we are trying to open them,” he
said. Freezing weather killed at
least two people and over 100 ani-
mals in the western province of
Badghis. In Parwan province just
north of Kabul, the spokesman for
Governor Wahid Sediqqi said 16
people died.

Trapped
The government declared yes-

to deter non-essential travel and
ensure schools were closed.
Unusually, snow even fell in the
southern province of Kandahar.
Neighboring Pakistan was also hit
by severe weather, with at least 13
people killed in the northwest by
avalanches or heavy rain.

An avalanche smashed into
eight homes in the village of
Shershal in Chitral district, killing
nine people including four women
and four children. The region has
been hit by heavy snowfall that is
four feet deep in some places.

Six people who had been
trapped beneath the snow were
rescued. A separate avalanche
killed a soldier at a border check-
point in Chitral district, a military
statement said, while six more sol-
diers were injured.

Chitral district mayor Maghfriat

BT

region’s electricity supply was also
disrupted after the main power line
was damaged.

In the Khyber tribal district on
the Afghan border in the north-
west, three infant girls were killed
and two women injured when the
roof of their house collapsed in
heavy rain.

Deadly avalanches are common
in Afghanistan’s mountainous areas
in winter and rescue efforts are fre-
quently hampered by lack of equip-
ment. Despite billions of dollars in
international aid after the ousting
of the Taliban government in 2001,
Afghanistan remains among the
world’s poorest nations.

Last month heavy snowfall and
freezing weather killed 27 chil-
dren, all under the age of five, in
Jawzjan province in northern
Afghanistan.—AFP
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PHILIPPINES GOVT SAYS CHURCH OUT OF TOUCH IN ATTACKING DRUGS WAR

MANILA: The Philippine government
derided Catholic bishops yesterday as “out
of touch” after they used weekend sermons
to attack a war on drugs they said had cre-
ated a “reign of terror” for the poor.
Members of the Catholic Bishops’
Conference of the Philippines (CBCP) had
dramatized President Rodrigo Duterte’s
campaign and, instead of criticizing, should
focus on contributing to the “reign of
peace” that innocent people now felt, presi-
dential spokesman Ernesto Abella said. The
church assailed bloodshed that had caused
suffering, and said killing people was not
the way to deal with illegal drugs.

In a pastoral letter read out on
Saturday and repeated to congregations

at churches yesterday, bishops said it
was disturbing that many Filipinos were
indifferent to the killings, or even
approved of them. Abella, a former pas-
tor, said the war on drugs had made the
country safer, “far from the ‘terror’ the
bishops paint rather dramatically” “The
officials of the CBCP are apparently out
of touch with the sentiments of the faith-
ful who overwhelmingly support the
changes in the Philippines,” Abella said in
a statement.

More than 7,600 people have been
killed since Duterte unleashed a fero-
cious crackdown seven months ago,
more than 2,500 in police raids and sting
operations. Human rights groups believe

many other deaths that police had
attributed to vigilantes were carried out
by assassins likely colluding with police.
The government and police vehemently
deny extrajudicial killings have occurred.
The CBCP’s message was read at numer-
ous churches in Manila attended by
Reuters, though not all. Church sources
said the Archdiocese of Manila issued a
circular telling parishes to read the pas-
toral letter, a copy of which was obtained
by Reuters prior to the first readings.

The drugs war is a contentious issue,
with some bishops keen to make a stand
and others hesitant to risk a backlash by
criticizing a campaign that enjoys broad
public support. Duterte has routinely

attacked the Church, and as recently as
this week called for a “showdown” with
priests whom he has accused of having
wives, engaging in homosexual acts,
graft and child abuse.

Give them a chance

Katrina Rufael, an office worker who
attended mass at the Baclaran
Redemptorist Church, said the pastoral let-
ter was justified. “We have to oppose the
war on drugs, because we cannot just put
an end to the life of people who have
made mistakes,’ she said. “Let’s give them a
chance to change! Elsewhere in Manila, at
the Chapel of the Eucharistic Lord, a
packed congregation listened attentively

to the plea to stop the killings. “Life is a gift
from God, and only God can take it away,’
said Ligaya Reyes, a government worker. “It
was a strong statement; it should have
been made a long time ago when the
killing began.’

The statement was also heard at a chapel
in the Philippine National Police (PNP) head-
quarters on Saturday. Not all agreed with it.
“They're not being killed if they just surren-
der," said a policeman’s wife, who gave her
name as Dolores and said the PNP had been
unfairly depicted as murderers for shooting
drugs suspects resisting arrest. “What the
president’s doing right now ... he’s doing
good. Because for the common people, it’s
our safety” —Reuters

PHILIPPINES DUTERTE ENDS
PEACE TALKS WITH REBELS

JAKARTA: Indonesians hold a demonstration in support of Muslim clerics at the National Monument in Jakarta yesterday. —AFP

INDONESIA TAKES

AIM AT RADICALS

FPI ORGANIZES MASS RALLIES AGAINST GOVERNOR

JAKARTA: Indonesia is moving to rein in a noto-
rious Islamic hard line group which spearheaded
protests against Jakarta's Christian governor, but
experts warn it will be tough to bring to heel a
network with close ties to the establishment. The
Islamic Defenders Front (FPI) has in recent years
become the face of hard line Islam in the world’s
most populous Muslim-majority country, grow-
ing in influence despite being a fringe organiza-
tion whose extreme views are rejected by most.

The group has raided bars selling alcohol dur-
ing the holy month of Ramadan, forced the can-
cellation of a concert by Lady Gaga-whom they
dubbed “the devil’s messenger”-with noisy
protests, and led demonstrations against the
Miss World beauty pageant when it came to
Indonesia. Led by firebrand cleric Rizieq Shihab,
the FPI helped organize recent mass rallies-
which attracted conservative and moderate
Muslims-against Jakarta governor Basuki Tjahaja
Purnama, an ethnic Chinese Christian, who is on
trial for allegedly insulting Islam.

The protest movement against Purnama-
accused of insulting the Quran while campaign-
ing for re-election in polls later this month-pro-
pelled the hardliners from being a marginal
group to the centre of national politics, alarm-
ing observers and some in the government.
Now authorities are seeking to put the muzzle
back on the radicals, with police stepping up an
investigation into Shihab in a move seen as sup-
ported by President Joko Widodo and his
administration.

“This is unprecedented, it is the first time that
the president and the government is openly
challenging this Islamist group,” Tobias Basuki,
an analyst from Jakarta think-tank the Centre for
Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), said.
Last week police named the cleric a suspect for
allegedly defaming Indonesia’s founding presi-
dent, Sukarno, and the state ideology in a
speech several years ago, meaning authorities
believe there is enough evidence for him to
stand trial.

Make a stand

Basuki said successive governments had
shied away from cracking down for fear of being
accused of attacking Islam but the current
administration decided to “make a stand” as con-
cerns mounted about the hard-liners’ influence.
The radicals have reacted angrily. Hundreds have
rallied in support of Shihab-who has served two
short jail terms in the past-whenever he is
hauled in for police questioning. Authorities
“want to stifle an Islamic people’s movement,
which is demanding justice against a blasphe-
mer”, FPI spokesman Slamet Maarif said.

While they often hit the headlines with their
colorful, noisy protests, the FPI does not have a
huge following in the country of 255 million
people. The group claims to have four million
members but lan Wilson, an expert on the FPI
from Australia’s Murdoch University, estimated
the figure at a maximum of 200,000. That is a
fraction of the tens of millions who are members

of Indonesia’s two major, moderate Muslim
organizations, Nahdlatul Ulama and the
Muhammadiyah. But efforts to tackle the FPI are
complicated by its long history of links to some
members of the establishment, who have in the
past used the group to carry out their work, said
Guntur Romli, a progressive Muslim activist.

“Some in the bureaucracy and opportunistic
politicians like the group as they can be used as
a weapon, while claiming to act in the name of
Islam,” said the activist, who is also a member of
Purnama’s election campaign team. The FPI was
founded in 1998 as Indonesia transitioned from
dictatorship to democracy, and experts believe
the military and police had a hand in its forma-
tion, hoping they could use the group against
their enemies during the tumultuous period.

The police have on many occasions been
seen working with the FPI when it conducts
raids, or standing by and taking no action,
while members of the elite sometimes alleged-
ly hire the group to help in their murky busi-
ness dealings. While the current crackdown is
viewed as long overdue, it may not do away
with the FPI forever, with analysts doubting the
government will disband the group as the
process is complicated. They believe the moves
against Shihab are aimed at preventing trouble
in the coming months during the Jakarta elec-
tion and Purnama’s court case. But once the
current controversies blow over, “it is likely that
it’s going to be back to business as usual,”
Basuki of CSIS warned. —AFP

AUSTRALIA'S LEADER SAYS TRUMP
ISN'T CHASING A REFUGEE DEAL

CANBERRA: Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull comments on a deal with
the United States accepting refugees from Australia at Parliament House in
Canberra. —AP

CANBERRA: Australia’s prime minister yesterday ruled out
any deal to get the United States to honor an agreement to
resettle hundreds of Muslim refugees that President Donald
Trump has described as “dumb.” Prime Minister Malcom
Turnbull also dismissed a Nine Network television network
journalist’s suggestion that he should be offended that
White House spokesman Sean Spicer has repeatedly called
him “Trumbull” in press briefings. Turnbull said, “The impor-
tant thing is results”

Spicer says Trump has agreed to honor an Obama
administration deal to resettle up to 1,250 asylum seekers
rejected by Australia. Trump made the agreement during a
conversation with Turnbull last weekend, but has since
tweeted, “I will study this dumb deal!” Turnbull said Trump
had asked for nothing in return for resettling the mostly
Muslim refugees from Africa, the Middle East and Asia.

Australia pays the impoverished Pacific countries of
Nauru and Papua New Guinea to keep the refugees in
camps. “Absolutely not," Turnbull said.

“It's a deal obviously that President Trump has said he
wouldn’t have entered into, but he has committed to hon-
or it” Turnbull said there would be no link between the
refugee resettlement and any future US request for mili-
tary help in the Middle East or the South China Sea.
Australia is one of the largest contributors to the US-led
military campaign in Iraq and Syria. Australia has resisted
US pressure to conduct freedom of navigation exercises
close to artificial islands created by China in the contested
South China Sea.

“We assess all requests for military assistance on their
merits and there is no linkage at all between an arrange-
ment relating to refugee resettlement and any other mat-
ters,” Turnbull said. The Obama administration agreed to
resettle Australia’s refugees after Australia agreed in
September last year to accept Costa Rican refugees fleeing

drug wars. —AP

MANILA: Philippine President Rodrigo
Duterte has angrily scrapped talks with
communist insurgents aimed at ending
their decades-long conflict after both the
government and the rebels called off uni-
lateral ceasefires. Duterte, a self-described
socialist who had previously freed top com-
munist leaders to jump-start the peace
talks, condemned the insurgents for resum-
ing hostilities and said he was ready for a
prolonged conflict. “I told the soldiers to
prepare for a long war. | said (peace) will
not come during our generation,” he said
late Saturday.

He later threatened to jail rebel negotia-
tors should they return from peace talks
overseas. “They are bandits... | do not think
they are worthy of being called rebels.
Plainly, they are terrorists,” he said yester-
day. The government and the communists
separately declared ceasefires in August,
and the informal arrangement largely held
as they continued discussions in Rome. The
president said he was now ordering gov-
ernment negotiators to “fold their tents and
return home from the overseas talks. “I am
not interested in talking to them (the rebel
leaders). | will refuse to talk about it any-
more,” he told reporters.

Fifty years of fighting

“We have been fighting for 50 years. If
you want to extend it for another 50 years,
so be it, we will be happy to accommodate
you.” The rebels last week announced an
end to their five-month-old ceasefire,
accusing Duterte’s government of treach-
ery and human rights abuses. The govern-
ment responded by calling off its own uni-
lateral ceasefire.

Duterte also denounced the 4,000-
strong communist New People’s Army for
killing four soldiers in attacks last week,

saying one of the victims had been riddled
with 76 bullets. Duterte’s peace negotiators
appeared hesitant in describing the volatile
president’s latest stance. Government
negotiator Jesus Dureza said in a state-
ment, “he (Duterte) has

clearly spoken on the directions we all in
government should take. Let’s take guid-
ance from these recent declarations.” “The
road to just and lasting peace is not easy to
traverse. There are humps and bumps, and
curbs and detours along the way. What is
important is that we all stay the course,” he
said. Chief communist peace negotiator
Luis Jalandoni told ABS-CBN television yes-
terday the rebels want talks to continue.

“The compelling reason is that the
peace talks will try to achieve genuine
peace based on justice, land reform, free
distribution of land,” he said. “All of these
things are still on the table and for the
(communist leadership), it is worthwhile
trying to continue the peace negotiations,”
he added.

He added that the NPA had killed the
soldiers only “to defend them and defend
the communities”. Duterte had previously
made dramatic overtures to the commu-
nists, releasing some captured leaders so
they could go abroad for peace talks and
even appointing to his cabinet leftist fig-
ures named by the rebels.

The talks with the communists had
appeared to be moving forward, with both
sides describing the meeting in Rome last
month as “successful.” But Duterte had
refused communist demands to free hun-
dreds of their jailed comrades. The insur-
gency in the poverty-stricken country,
which began in 1968, is one of the longest
running in the world and has claimed an
estimated 30,000 lives, according to the
military.—AFP

PHILIPPINES: This picture shows, Philippine’s President Rodrigo Duterte gesturing as
he delivers a speech during inauguration the M’lang Solar Powered Irrigation
System in Barangay Janiuay, M’lang, North Cotabato on the southern Philippine
island of Mindanao. —AFP

AUSTRALIAN ARMY CHIEF TO MEET
INDONESIA MILITARY LEADERS AFTER SPAT

JAKARTA: Australian army Chief Angus
Campbell will meet Indonesian military
leaders in Jakarta on Wednesday, after
defense cooperation was suspended
last month over “insulting” teaching
material found at an Australian base.
Campbell is due to meet Indonesian
military (TNI) chief, Gatot Nurmantyo
and army chief of staff Mulyono, TNI
spokesman Wuryanto said. Indonesia’s
military chief declared the rupture in
military ties after an Indonesian officer
found “offensive” teaching material
while on a language training course in
Australia late last year.

Nurmantyo said that the material
“discredited the TNI, the nation of
Indonesia and even the ideology of
Indonesia”, referring to material con-
cerning East Timor and “Papua needing
to be independent’, as well as mocking
the country’s founding principles,
known as Pancasila. Both governments
moved quickly to try to cool tensions
and Indonesia’s chief security minister,
Wiranto, later said only cooperation
related to the military’s Australia-based
language training program had been
suspended.

Australian media said Campbell
would discuss the findings of an

investigation by the defense depart-
ment into the issue after Indonesia
had sought assurances over the train-
ing material.

TNI spokesman Wuryanto declined
to comment on the agenda for
Wednesday's talks. A spokesman for
Australian Defense Minister Marise
Payne confirmed the visit but also
declined to comment further on the
talks. The countries have extensive mili-
tary cooperation, which ranges from
counter-terrorism cooperation to bor-
der protection.

But they have had a rocky military
relationship in recent years. Australia
stopped joint training exercises with
Indonesian Special Forces (Kopassus)
after accusations of abuses by the unit
in East Timor in 1999 as the territory
prepared for independence. Ties
resumed when counter-terrorism
cooperation became imperative after
the 2002 nightclub bombings on the
resort island of Bali that killed 202 peo-
ple, including 88 Australians. Indonesia
most recently suspended military ties
in 2013 over revelations that Australian
spies had tapped the mobile telephone
of then president Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono. —Reuters
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TRUMP CABINET PICK PAID BY CONTROVERSIAL...

Continued from Page 1

After fleeing Iran, the MEK joined forces with Iraqi dic-
tator Saddam Hussein. It later exposed details of the clan-
destine nuclear program run by Iran, which views the MEK
as its sworn enemy.

“The Mujahedeen have backed the winning horse.
They are going to have some at least entree into the
administration,” said Ervand Abrahamian, a professor at
the City University of New York who wrote a book on the
MEK. “I think it weakens the US because the more they
have access to the administration, the more people in Iran
are going to be scared of anything the US does.”

The MEK long has cultivated a roster of former US and
European officials to attend its events opposing Iran’s cler-
ically run government. It pays for the appearance of many.
Chao, the wife of Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell
of Kentucky, spoke before an MEK conference in 2015 in
Paris. She also had a seat next to Maryam Rajavi, the “pres-
ident-elect” of the National Council of Resistance of Iran,
the political arm of the MEK.

Chao received a $50,000 honorarium from the MEK-
associated Alliance for Public Awareness, according to a
report she filed with the US Office of Government Ethics.
Chao received another $17,500 honorarium for March
2016 speech she gave to the Iranian-American Cultural
Association of Missouri, which MEK opponents also link to
the exile group.

The Department of Transportation said in a statement
that Chao has a “strong record of speaking out in support

of democracy and women'’s rights in the Middle East,” but
“has not spoken to MEK events”. It added that her speech-
es were delivered alongside bipartisan members of
Congress, governors, prime ministers, ambassadors, gen-
erals, former FBI Directors and “many other influential
voices.”

Giuliani has acknowledged being paid for his appear-
ances at MEK events. However, he hasn't filed a govern-
ment disclosure form since his failed 2008 Republican
presidential bid, so it's unclear how much the MEK has
paid him in total. Giuliani did not respond to an AP
request for comment sent through his aides. Gingrich has
also spoken to the MEK before, including at a gala in 2016,
although it is not clear whether or how much he was paid.
Gingrich could not be reached for comment. The White
House also did not comment.

The MEK welcomes the incoming Trump government,
as “some people within this administration” plan to
change American policies toward Iran, said Mohammad
Mohaddessin, the chairman of the foreign affairs commit-
tee of its political arm. “The core of the policy that we are
advocating is to be tough with the Iranian regime, to not
ignore its crimes against the Iranian people,” he said. The
White House had no comment.

The MEK formed in 1965. They embraced both Marxism
and the idea of an Islamic government after the violent
overthrow of the American-backed shah who ruled Iran at
the time. Their name, Mujahedeen-e-Khalg, means “the
People’s Holy Warriors”. They carried out a string of target-
ed assassinations hitting Iranian officials. — AP

ASSEMBLY TO HOLD DEBATE ON KHOR...

Continued from Page 1

MP Mohammed Al-Dallal called for consolidation
against Iraqgi provocations, while MP Safaa Al-Hashem
said that these demonstrations reminded her of similar
ones held over the Mubarak Al-Kabeer Port. She
claimed this is a form of pressure to get more aid. MP
Nasser Al-Dousari said allegations made by some Iraqi
MPs are false and that they forgot that the estuary is
named after Sheikh Abdullah Al-Sabah, who died in
1813. “Kuwait is fully capable of protecting its borders
and security,”he warned.

MP Osama Al-Shaheen warned that violating Kuwait’s
sovereignty at Khor Abdullah or in any other part of the
country is totally rejected, and that the government
should take all needed security and diplomatic measures.
MP Riyadh Al-Adasani stressed that Kuwait is fully commit-
ted to international agreements and that the government
must take Iraqi protests seriously, wisely and cautiously.

Meanwhile, Minister of Public Works Abdurahman Al-
Mutawa said the Cabinet will discuss today whether to
attend the Feb 8 Assembly session to vote on the no-
confidence motion against Information and Youth
Minister Sheikh Salman Al-Hmoud Al-Sabah following
the Jan 31 marathon grilling on the sports suspension
and alleged violations.

Speaker Ghanem saw no crisis over the issue, saying
that a majority of MPs want to work and produce. He
however charged some MPs' interpellations of ministers
are politically motivated and not related to the grilling
motions’ topics. He added that a small minority in the
house, “who are well known’, does not want to work and
deliver without problems. He said that the grilling should
not be blown out of proportion and said he is confident
things will return to normal as before the grilling.

In another development, the legal and legislative
committee yesterday approved a draft law calling to set
up a special authority for the demographic structure
that will oversee a plan to make Kuwaitis form 50 per-
cent of the population over the next seven years. MP
Waleed Al-Tabtabaei said the Assembly is expected to
vote on this draft law on March 14.

The government has already said that its demo-
graphic policy calls to reduce the number of expatriates
from 70 percent now to 60 percent after 15 years. The
seven-year plan means that a large number of expatri-
ates, especially from large communities like Indians and
Egyptians, will have to leave the country by the dead-
line. Tabtabaei said that the Assembly is scheduled to
vote on draft laws calling to cancel the hike in petrol
prices and to abolish the planned increase in the prices
of electricity and water due to be implemented in May.
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WORRIES ANEW THAT US COULD REVIVE...
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Those interrogations involved repeated waterboard-
ing and other now-banned techniques.

On Friday, five top Democratic senators sent a letter
to Pompeo and Defense Secretary James Mattis
expressing alarm that the government could change
policies and laws to resume the practice of torture,
especially in the offshore black sites. The draft executive
order and Trump’s own comments in support of torture
“have created alarm that this administration may be
preparing a return to policies and practices that are
ineffective, contrary to our national values, and damag-
ing to our national security,” the senators said. “Torture
is immoral and deeply contrary to the principles of this
nation. Beyond that, it is widely recognized as ineffec-
tive and even counterproductive, as it produces unreli-
able information.”

But analysts and intelligence community officials say
that, even if the Trump administration wanted to use
torture, it would run into both a dense thicket of laws
against the practice and extreme reluctance within the
intelligence community to resume practices used on
detainees in the four years after the 2001 terror attacks.

During his presidential campaign and since his elec-
tion Trump repeatedly has said he thinks waterboarding
and other techniques widely considered torture are

effective. “Absolutely, | feel it works,” he said again last
week in an interview. Moreover, he and key advisers
have said they want to aggressively attack Islamic
extremism, which is the focus of the draft order.

The draft would reverse key Obama orders from 2009
that required that detainees be handled in accordance
with international laws including the Geneva
Conventions and the Convention Against Torture, as
well as with the US Army Field Manual, which sets clear
limits on what can be done in interrogations. The draft
calls for rewriting the Army Field Manual and loosening
other laws restricting interrogation techniques. Such
changes would be made “for the safe, lawful and effec-
tive interrogation of enemy combatants captured in the
fight against radical Islamism," it says.

The fate of the draft remains unclear, and Trump
acknowledged that his top security team could block
the reinstatement of torture techniques. “I will rely on
Pompeo and Mattis,” the president told ABC News. “And
if they don't want to do (it), that’s fine. And if they do
want to do (it), | will work toward that end.” Mattis, who
would be in charge of any rewriting of the field manual,
has openly opposed enhanced interrogations. He has
been clear “that he will abide by, and is committed to,
upholding international law, law of armed conflict,
Geneva Conventions and US law,” Pentagon spokesman
Captain Jeff Davis said last week. — AFP

TRUMP IMMIGRATION BAN IN LIMBO

Continued from Page 1

Judges William Canby, Jr and Michelle Friedland did not
give a reason in their two-paragraph ruling. However, they
told the states of Washington and Minnesota, which had
filed the original suit over the ban, to provide documents
detailing their opposition to the government’s appeal by
0759 GMT today. And the Justice Department was given
until 2300 GMT today to supply more documents support-
ing its position.

Meanwhile, in line with Robart’s ruling, travelers from
the targeted countries with valid visas began arriving on
American soil while others prepared to set off for the
United States. In New York, 33-year-old Sudanese doctor
Kamal Fadlalla rejoiced - after a week blocked in his home
country, he was back in the Big Apple with friends and col-
leagues. “It feels great,” Fadlalla told AFP in the arrival area
of Terminal 4 at John F Kennedy International Airport. “It
was a tough week actually. (...) It was really horrible, it was
shocking for everybody.”’

“This is the first time | try to travel to America. We were
booked to travel next week but decided to bring it forward
after we heard,” said a Yemeni woman, recently married to
a US citizen, who boarded a plane from Cairo to Turkey
yesterday to connect with a US-bound flight. She declined
to be named for fear it could complicate her entry to the
United States. Reacting to the latest court ruling, Iragi gov-
ernment spokesman Saad Al-Hadithi said: “It is a move in
the right direction to solve the problems that it caused.”

In Tehran, a 30-year-old Iranian woman told AFP she
had rebooked her tickets to the United States and was
ready to travel late yesterday to see her brother. “Until
yesterday, | was completely disappointed. We have some
new hope after this news, but it's 50-50. | am willing to
take this risk,” said the woman, who did not want to give
her name. The State Department has said visa holders
from the seven countries are allowed to travel to the US
as long as their documents have not been “physically
canceled”.

The department had earlier said up to 60,000 people
had their visas revoked as a result of Trump’s order. The
Department of Homeland Security - which runs border
agencies - also said it would cease implementing the
order. The restrictions have wreaked havoc at airports
across America and beyond, leaving travelers trying to
reach the United States in limbo. The political backlash
for Trump has been equally severe, with the order fueling
numerous mass protests.

On Saturday, thousands of people marched from
London and Paris to New York, Washington and Palm
Beach, where Trump is spending the weekend at his Mar-
a-Lago retreat - now dubbed the “Winter White House”. In
the US capital, hundreds marched from the White House
to Capitol Hill. “Donald, Donald can’t you see, we don't
want you in DC;” chanted the demonstrators in the large-
ly Democratic-leaning city. Yesterday, Trump supporters
were expected to rally in front of his Trump Tower in mid-
town Manhattan. — Agencies

R prr

Huwait 2 Times

emier pran

ds

+96524835616/617

E MAIL anfod@kuwaittimes.neat
adsi@kuwaittimes.net
Website: www kuwaittimes.net

0

Happy I8

New Deal

Al -YOUSIFl gpf seg g 0

Lenovo :

.E'ﬁﬂ 4_-0" .BEH.

Available Colors

Waaman

+ Kowallt 1 (the New wir) + Kuwsll 2 [Panmonic Tower] « Howalll | (Tenis sie) - Howalli 2 | Bia KBaldon i)
« Salmiya [Salem Al-Mubarak sir) « Faressiya | Behind polics Stabion) « Fabahesl [Dpp. General Parking] + Jabwa | Opp. Main Co-op) + Abport (Deparbers Hall]

=

A2020

Blwailifiand  ® proaaSBEE “Hmndﬂ- Cometie Sl erm B0 - U b @ =aorh il ot

Available Colors [T

A6020

Shewalh (dth Ring road) « AlRai jith Ring road)

2%
95.0" 16cs

1800 809

-—
1=

s

MOTION &€ EMOTIOMN

T
&

e Sl )il 25, gl 2 S
Kuwait Automotive imports Co. wiLL

PEUGEOT PARTNER .. FOR UNEXPECTED PROFITS

£\

» Service package + Extended Warranty -+ 3™ Party Insurance & Registration

Working Hours: From Saturday - Thursday
From: 900 am - 3:00 pm

Carlliz

55015636 - 6902 4472

PEUGEOT

)R] movaeatins [ www woica net
Gl imtoannico net [5] nearanmen nar




Fuwait = Times

7 :
" Huwaite

THE LEADING INDEPENDENT
DAILY IN THE ARABIAN GULF

ESTABLISHED 1961
Founder and Publisher
YOUSUF S.AL-ALYAN
Editor-in-Chief
ABD AL-RAHMAN AL-ALYAN

EDITORIAL : 24833199-24833358-24833432
ADVERTISING . 24835616/7
FAX : 24835620/1
CIRCULATION : 24833199 Extn. 163
ACCOUNTS : 24835619
COMMERCIAL 1 24835618

P.0.Box 1301 Safat,13014 Kuwait.
E MAIL :info@kuwaittimes.net
h;; Website: www.kuwaittimes.net ;JI

e

INDIA TECHIES FEAR
US CRACKDOWN ON
HIGH-SKILLED VISAS

ndian student Sunny Nair has always dreamt of
Iworking for a technology giant in the United States

but fears that President Donald Trump will crush his
life ambition. The 19-year-old worries that Trump's
crackdown on immigration will include restrictions on
so-called H-1B visas, which India’s IT sector uses to send
thousands of highly-skilled workers to America every
year. Analysts say the issue also threatens to sour Trump
and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s burgeoning
relationship. The leaders have extended mutual invita-
tions to visit their respective countries but are heading
for a clash on visas.

“I had always dreamt about going to the US and
working for a major company like Infosys but now all
that will change,” Nair told AFP despondently before
trudging into class. The aspiring techie had planned to
head to the United States for further study next year
after completing his bachelor’s degree in engineering
at the Don Bosco Institute of Technology in Mumbai. He
hoped that would help land him the opportunity of a
lifetime at one of India’s top information technology
exporting firms, such as Infosys, Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS) or Wipro.

But Trump has pledged to prioritize jobs for
Americans. Shares in India’s three largest tech firms
took a hit this week after White House spokesman Sean
Spicer suggested that presidential and congressional
action could be taken on H-1B visas as “part of a larger
immigration reform effort”. Three bills have been intro-
duced to Congress which reportedly seek to restructure
the H-1B visa program, including one that would raise
the salary threshold, making it more expensive for
Indian firms to send employees to America.

Scores of high-profile Indians, including Google
chief executive Sundar Pichai, have followed a well-
trodden path from Indian IT institutes to a master’s
degree in America before landing a plum job in
Silicon Valley. Nair is now anxiously plotting a differ-
ent road map for his future. “(Restrictions)... would be
a major negative decision by Trump and would mean
fewer international opportunities so my goals have
shifted drastically now. | am looking at other venues
for my future studies like Canada and Europe instead
of USA," he said.

Government concerns

India’s IT outsourcing industry is worth around $108
billion, according to industry body NASSCOM, the
National Association of Software and Services
Companies, with almost four million people employed in
the sector. Nasscom president R Chandrashekhar said
restrictions would create uncertainty and leave US busi-
nesses short of the skilled workers they need.“It's a myth
that these workers replace American workers,” he told
AFP. “Given that there aren't enough people with the
qualifications to fill these jobs, two things can happen -
these jobs can remain unfilled or companies can ship
these jobs overseas. Neither is a good thing for the US!”

India’s IT sector has become a boom industry in
recent years with companies, especially in developed
nations, subcontracting work to firms such as TCS, tak-
ing advantage of the country’s skilled English-speaking
workforce. It makes more than $60 billion alone from
the American market, providing IT and engineering
services to major US businesses. The United States
offers 85,000 H-1B visas every year, most of which are
snapped up by Indian outsourcers whose employees fill
a skill gap in US engineering. Applications are vastly
oversubscribed and are allocated via a lottery system.

Industry experts say any clampdown would force
Indian tech titans to radically rethink their business
models. “Indian IT firms may start focusing on Asia-
Pacific and expand their businesses here instead of in
the US,” D D Mishra, an analyst at technology research
company Gartner told AFP. Infosys has said it is look-
ing into reducing its dependency on visas to stay com-
petitive, while worried software executives are due to
travel to the US later this month to press their case
with lawmakers.

Tech Mahindra CEO C P Gurnani told AFP there
would certainly be an impact, adding: “It is unfortunate
that we are talking about protectionism and creating
artificial trade barriers in the age of globalization.”
“(Any) restriction is always a concern and we hope that
the Trump administration will take into consideration
all factors, before making any decision,” he added. A
spokesman for India’s external affairs ministry said earli-
er this week that New Delhi had conveyed India’s “inter-
ests and concerns” to “senior levels” in the US adminis-
tration and Congress. —AFP

All articles appearing on these pages
are the personal opinion of the writers.
Kuwait Times takes no responsibility
for views expressed therein. Kuwait
Times invites readers to voice their
opinions. Please send submissions via
email to: opinion@kuwaittimes.net or
via snail mail to PO Box 1301 Safat,
Kuwait. The editor reserves the right to
edit any submission as necessary.
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IRANIAN AMERICANS STUCK, CONFUSED, AFRAID

Alan Tahmasebi voted for Donald Trump

last year, hoping a businessman would
be more trustworthy than a politician. The
35-year-old now sorely regrets it, seeing the
havoc wreaked upon his fellow countrymen
- and his family - since the new president
issued a temporary travel ban on refugees
and citizens from seven Muslim-majority
countries, including his former home.

Tahmasebi and his wife have spent more
than $7,000 on green card applications for
their parents. Now, their parents are in lim-
bo overseas as the Irvine couple awaits the
birth of their second child. “It was a land of
opportunity but now, | don’t think so,” he
said. “They wish to come here and visit my
new baby. They never worked with the
army, with the government (in Iran) - | have
no idea what is going on.”

The ban has rattled Americans with ties to
the listed countries, and its effects are per-
haps most widespread among the country’s
thriving Iranian American community. The
US has nearly 370,000 Iranian immigrants,
according to US Census Bureau estimates, far
more than the other countries targeted by
the order. While Tehran and Washington
have a lengthy history of friction, personal
ties between residents of the two countries
have held strong. Many Iranian Americans
travel back to visit family or bring ageing par-
ents to join them in the US.

Since Trump imposed the travel ban, ten-
sion between the two governments has con-
tinued to rise. On Friday, Iran barred US
wrestlers from an important international
tournament. The same day, the Trump
administration imposed sanctions on 13 peo-
ple and a dozen companies in response to
Iran’s recent ballistic missile test, increasing
pressure on Tehran without directly under-
cutting a nuclear deal with the country.

Later Friday, a federal judge temporarily
blocked the travel ban following a lawsuit
by Washington state and Minnesota that
said Trump's order is causing significant
harm to residents and effectively mandates
discrimination. A federal appeals court on

I ranian-American supermarket supervisor

Sunday denied a Justice Department
request for an immediate reinstatement of
the ban, meaning the legal fight will con-
tinue for days at least. Iranian Americans
said they are perplexed as to why Iran is
even on Trump’s list, noting the country is
not mired in war like Syria and Yemen. In
addition, many Iranians came to the United
States after the 1979 Islamic Revolution in
search of religious and personal freedom
and continue to cherish those ideals.
“There’s are two things in my country -
one is people, one is government,”
Tahmasebi said. “This new law is not for
the government. It's for the people, who
like the United States.” In the Southern
California suburb of Irvine, a tidy strip mall
hosts a pharmacy, bakery and dental
office that cater to clients in English and
Persian. At the supermarket, Tahmasebi
said customers relish persimmon and oth-
er produce from Iran, but if relations
between the countries sour further the

store may have to bring in Pakistani or
Chinese goods instead.
‘Tehrangeles’

The vast majority of the country’s
Iranians and Iranian Americans live in
California. The sizable community in Los
Angeles - which includes members of
diverse religious groups, including
Muslims, Christians, Jews and Baha'i - has
led some to adopt the nickname
“Tehrangeles”. Jeannine Stepanian, a 32-
year-old lawyer who helped travelers
detained at Los Angeles International
Airport last weekend, said she comes from
a family of refugees. First, her Armenian
grandparents fled to Iran. Then, her par-
ents, who are Christian and were born in
Iran, sought safe haven in the United States
after the Islamic Revolution.

“I felt like it could have been any one of
my relatives this could have been happen-
ing to,” said Stepanian, adding she is out-
raged by the ban. Trump’s order placed a

L

Ali Vayeghan gives a thumbs-up after arriving at the international terminal at Los
Angeles International Airport on Feb 2,2017. — AP

temporary halt on visitors and refugees
from Iraq, Iran, Syria, Sudan, Libya, Somalia
and Yemen. But citizens of these countries
who are legal permanent residents in the
United States initially were held for long
hours at airports, and those who have
immigrant visas also were denied entry.

Ali Vayeghan was stopped at the Los
Angeles airport even though he had an
immigrant visa. US authorities put him on a
plane back to Iran, but lawyers intervened
to get him returned to the United States so
he could reunite with his wife and son and
get his green card. His niece, 32-year-old
artist Marjan Vayghan, said her friends have
been nervously asking each other since the
ban whether they have green cards or US
citizenship.“There is this sense of, ‘Are you a
citizen, or do we need to Anne Frank you in
our homes?'This is a situation where every-
body is afraid,” she said. “We don’t know
who among us is safe.”

Now, many Iranians - even those who are
legal permanent residents or American citi-
zens - are rethinking their plans. Mehran
Sahraeian, a 51-year-old pharmacy techni-
cian, said he’s been pleading with his moth-
er not to visit his sister in Canada lest she
face problems returning. Eli Majd, a 37-year-
old mother of two, said her husband is visit-
ing family in Iran and she worries about him
being able to return - even though he is an
American. Sam Yebri, a 35-year-old lawyer,
said his family probably won't vacation
abroad for now because although he is a US
citizen, his passport lists his birthplace as
Tehran.”l have no problem with the security
apparatus. There are concerns just about
being an Iranian American at this time, |
think, until cooler heads prevail,” Yebri said.

At the Irvine supermarket, 45-year-old
Iranian American Mary Far said she hasn't
returned to Iran in two decades. She was
hoping to go this summer to visit her
brother and sister, whom she hasn’t seen
since she left the country. But with the trav-
el ban, she isn't sure she’ll make the trip. “It
affects a lot of people,” she said. Then she
burst into tears. — AP

MAASTRICHT AIMS TO REKINDLE EUROPE DREAM

aastricht, a picturesque Dutch city of cobblestone
streets and medieval arches, on Tuesday marks the

25th anniversary of the European treaty bearing

become too institutional.

its name, showing rare optimism and hope amid rising

euroscepticism. Sandwiched just a few kilometers between
Liege in Belgium and Aachen in Germany, this southern
provincial capital bore witness more than two decades ago
to the birth of an audacious plan to integrate Europe’s

countries into one union.

On Feb 7, 1992, the whole town was swept up in the
euphoria of the moment, recalled Limburg provincial gov-
ernor Theo Bovens. “You could feel the pro-Europe atmos-
phere,” he told AFP. “Every shopping street was linked to
one country,” he said - one for Belgium, another for
Germany and yet another for Britain. “Shopkeepers deco-

rated their street with goods and flags.”

On that day, in a new provincial building on the banks
of the River Maas, the 12 nations of the then European
Economic Community signed the Maastricht Treaty, which
paved the way for the foundation of today’s European
Union and the single currency, the euro. Twenty-five years
on, after a series of crises - a plummeting euro, Greece’s
political and economic woes, a wave of immigration
unprecedented since World War Il and Brexit - Maastricht
and its 120,000 inhabitants feel the city still has an essen-

tial, even existential, role to play.

‘Spark is still there’

“I think we should try to light the candle again, this little
spark that still is there, to make sure that this European
dream that we had 25 years ago is going to be a dream
again and not the nightmare that we are fearing now," said
Maastricht mayor Annemarie Penn-te Strake. “Because this
is the Maastricht treaty we feel indebted and have to pay
attention to the fact that we are living in an era in which
Europe ... has a lot of problems, a lot of scepticism, and a

lot of anger”

Local authorities are pleading for a return to the ideals
and values enshrined in the treaty, which they fear too
many EU members have become disconnected from. They
yearn for a renewed embrace of the idea of European citi-

e

zenship, for a better focus on improving working and living
conditions, and to change labyrinthine structures that have

‘Need another Europe’

Nestling in the crossroads of three countries in what it
calls the “euregion,” the small province will soon send to
Brussels a program of ideas culled from a year of debates
on how to reconstruct Europe in an organic fashion from
the ground roots up. “We don’t need less of Europe, we
need another Europe,” said Bovens, criticizing those coun-
tries he sees as still too inward-looking.

On Maastricht’s main square, where the smell of frying
doughnuts mingles with that of roasted chicken and carni-
val music tangles with a riot of different languages, locals
appear to have kept faith. Here the EU is seen as a bulwark

think it's a good thing that the European dream still exists,

against the current international climate of anxiety. “When
| see all these changes happening in the United States, |

”

said grocer Fabien Ruiter, 23.

Limbourg Province’s Governor Theo Bovens and Maastricht’s Mayor Annemarie Penn-te Strake stand in the streets
of Maastricht on Feb 3,2017. —AFP

To those filled with doubt and tempted to retreat
behind national borders, 19-year-old Esmee insisted
“migration will still be a problem whether you are still in
Europe or not”. But Tine Raenarts, 54, standing at a table in
the market square, remained unconvinced. “I have always
had my doubts about Europe,” she said.

Adapt or die

Charting a path towards a stronger EU is indeed a diffi-
cult task in “this Europe which is bigger, but also more divi-
sive,” said Sophie Vanhoonacker, an expert in European
affairs at Maastricht University. — AFP
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TAKANASHI SOARS
TO FRESH DOUBLE

3

HINZENBACH: Ski jumping World Cup leader Sara
Takanashi took her victory tally for the season to eight
yesterday dominating both legs of the Hinzenbach event
after also winning Saturday’s competition. The 20-year-
old made it 52 World Cup career wins, as she prepares for

the world championships at Lahti, Finland later this
month. Germany’s Carina Vogt was second after a

great first jump had given the Japanese a fright.

s, “Carina is a great competitor. She is very strong
... both mentally and physically. Her jump was a

good motivation for me,” Takanashi said. Vogt

was delighted with her performance and the

woman sixth in the overall standings said it

was just what she wanted as a 24th birth-

day present. “It was the perfect birthday
present for me. | think | am on a very
good way and am looking forward to
the next challenge” — AFP

AL-MAZEEDI AND AL-FARRA
CROWNED KU SQUASH CHAMPS

KUWAIR: Qais Al-Mazeedi and Ayman Al-
Farra took first place of the Kuwait
University Squash Open Tournament for
Pioneers, Authorities and Clubs for the
year 2017.

They won the gold medal for doubles
after defeating Yasser Khan and Raed Al-
Shatti from the Interior Ministry in the
semifinals and Mahmoud Dashti and
Abdelaziz Al-Misri in the finals.

The final match witnessed strong com-
petition in which cool nerves and high con-
centration played a major role in deciding
the outcome, as seasoned player Al-

Mazeedi resorted to the factor of experi-
ence and taking risks, and left Al-Farra to
deal with fast balls which need skills and
high physical fitness.

Ayman Al-Farra won the individuals
gold medal after defeating Raed Al-Shatti
who proved to be a highly experienced
player with his outstanding performance.

The closing ceremony was held at the
squash courts of Kuwait University,
Shuwaikh Campus under the patronage of
KU Secretary General Adam Al-Mulla who
handed the winners and players their cups
and prizes.

INDIA BEAT N ZEALAND
4-1 IN DAVIS CUP

PUNE: Ramkumar Ramanathan and Yuki
Bhambri scored back-to-back wins over
New Zealand yesterday to give India a 4-1
victory on the final day of the Davis Cup
Asia/Oceania Group | tie in Pune.

New Zealand’s Finn Tearney and Jose
Statham both lost their reverse singles
matches, with Ramanathan beating
Tearney in the fourth match 7-5, 6-1, 6-0
followed by Bhambri’s 7-5, 3-6, 6-4 win
over Statham in the dead rubber.

Ramanathan, ranked 276, faced tough
moments in the opening set that clocked
in at nearly 51-minutes but prevailed over
his opponent to win 7-5 at Pune’s
Balewadi Sports Complex before taking
the next two sets in a 6-1, 6-0 rout.

India lost the doubles rubber on
Saturday after New Zealand’s Artem Sitak
and Michael Venus overpowered Leander

Paes and Vishnu Vardhan to settle the
score at 2-1. But the Indian singles players
rose to the occasion on the final day of
the tournament after beating the visitors
in the opening matches on Friday 2-0.

In the fifth match Bhambri, ranked 368,
won four-straight games against Statham
in the first set to clinch the round 7-5. But
the Kiwi, ranked 417, made a stirring
comeback in the second to level the
score.

In the decider the 24-year-old Indian
proved too strong, winning the final set 6-
3. India have not lost to New Zealand in
the Davis Cup since 1978 when the visi-
tors beat them 4-1 in Delhi. The victory
sets up a showdown with Uzbekistan in
April after the Uzbeks eased past South
Korea 3-1 in their first round tie played in
Gimcheon, Korea yesterday. —AFP

£

PUNE: India’s Ramkumar Ramanathan reacts after winning a point during a Davis
Cup singles tennis match against New Zealand'’s Finn Tearney at the Balewadi Sports

Complex in Pune yesterday. —AFP

CYCLING

HOWSON ECLIPSES FROOME
TO WIN HERALD SUN TOUR

MELBOURNE: Young Australian Damien
Howson upstaged international stars Chris
Froome and Esteban Chaves yesterday,
winning the overall Herald Sun Tour ahead
of fellow countryman Jai Hindley.

Briton lan Stannard (Team Sky) crossed
the line first on the 121-kilometre (75.2-
mile) fourth and final stage in Kinglake in
Victoria state, just ahead of New Zealander
Aaron Gate (Aqua Blue Sport).

Howson (Orica-Scott), 24, and 20-year-
old Hindley (Australian National Team) led
the overall standings since stage one on
Thursday ahead of third-placed Frenchman
Kenny Elissonde (Team Sky).

“I'm really happy to join that list of guys
(of former winners including Froome and
Bradley Wiggins)," Howson said.

“It’s my first overall win ever. It's also
nice to break into new territory for myself”

Defending champion and three-time
Tour de France winner Froome (Team Sky)

hailed the Australian’s efforts to become
the overall winner of his country’s oldest
stage race.

“Damien Howson was really strong,” said
the 31-year-old Briton, who finished sixth
in the overall standings. “He rode a great
stage on Falls Creek and has defended the
jersey really well”

Colombian Chaves was ninth in the
overall standings. Froome’s teammate
Stannard, 29, attacked following the final
climb, opening up a gap that his rivals
could not close to take the stage.

“I knew the guys wanted to spice it up
behind,” Stannard said. “l wasn't sure how |
felt. 1 had a big day chasing that last 30 kilo-
metres yesterday, | went pretty deep and
felt not great early and came around
towards the end of the race!”

Dutchman Taco Van Der Hoorn
(Roompot-Nederlandse Loterij) crossed the
finish line to be third for the stage.—AFP

SPORTS

KEMPES SACKED AS
VALENCIA AMBASSADOR

MADRID: Valencia yesterday sacked former Argentina great
Mario Kempes from his role as ambassador for the struggling
Spanish side, the World Cup winner said. Kempes, who spent
seven seasons at Valencia during two spells in the 1970s and
80s, has been a fierce critic of Singaporean owner Peter Lim
despite his role with the club. “Today, officially, | have been told
that I am no longer an ambassador for Valencia CF” Kempes
posted on his official Twitter account. “But my feelings for his
club will not change and I will continue to give my opinions over
what is not correct from my point of view,” he added. Kempes
had criticised another poor Valencia performance Saturday as a
4-0 thrashing at home by Eibar left Los Che just six points above
the relegation zone. After the match Valencia fans repeated their
calls for Lim to leave the club. “Gentleman, unfortunately we are
seeing a team that is lost,” he tweeted. “There is no play, no
direction and even little sign of desire!” As one of Valencia’s most
decorated players, Kempes was named as an ambassador in
2013. The top scorer at the 1978 World Cup won a Cup Winners'
Cup, Copa del Rey and UEFA Super Cup with Valencia. — AFP

TENNIS

PARIS: Serbia reached the Davis Cup quarter-
finals on Saturday to set up a possible mouthwa-
tering clash between Grand Slam heavyweights
Novak Djokovic and Rafael Nadal while champi-
ons Argentina stayed alive.

Serbia, the 2010 champions, took an unassail-
able 3-0 lead over Russia in their World Group
opener in Nis when 40-year-old Nenad Zimonijic
and Viktor Troicki downed Andrey Kuznetsov
and Konstantin Kravchuk 6-3, 7-6 (7/3), 6-7 (5/7),
6-4. On Friday, Troicki beat Karen Khachanov 6-4,
6-7 (3/7), 6-3, 1-6, 7-6 (8/6) in the opening sin-
gles before Djokovic made it 2-0 when Daniil
Medvedev retired with cramps in the fourth set
allowing the 12-time major winner to claim a 3-
6, 6-4,6-1, 1-0 win.

“I have to congratulate Viktor for an excellent
match after spending five hours on court Friday,”
said Zimonjic, the Serbia captain. “It was a mas-
sive challenge even though he’s one of the
fittest players on tour”

Djokovic could face Nadal in the last eight in
April should five-time champions Spain see off
Croatia in Osijek. Nadal was sitting out the trip to
Croatia after reaching the Australian Open final
last weekend but would be certain to return to
face a Djokovic-inspired Serbia.

However, Croatia were trying their best to
ignore the script when they took a 2-1 lead over
the Spaniards thanks to Marin Draganja and
Nikola Mektic carving out a 6-7, (6/8), 7-6 (9/7),
7-6 (7/5), 2-6, 6-4 win over Feliciano Lopez and
Marc Lopez, the French Open champions.

Croatia, playing without top star Marin Cilic,
saw world number 223 Franko Skugor unexpect-
edly defeat 26th-ranked Pablo Carreno Busta on
Friday before world number 16 Roberto Bautista
Agut levelled the tie overnight by beating Davis
Cup debutant Ante Pavic, the world number 486.

Meanwhile, Carlos Berlocq and Leonardo
Mayer kept defending champions Argentina in
their tie against Italy in Buenos Aires with a
marathon 6-3, 6-3, 4-6, 2-6, 7-6 (9/7) win over
Simone Bolelli and Fabio Fognini.

That made the overall score 2-1 after Paolo
Lorenzi and Andreas Seppi had won the opening
day singles against an Argentina team missing
Juan Martin del Potro and Federico Delbonis, the
stars of their 2016 final triumph over Croatia.

AUSSIES, FRANCE IN LAST EIGHT

On Saturday, Berlocq and Mayer needed six
match points to secure their win. Australia, the
28-time champions, completed a 3-0 drubbing
of the Czech Republic in Melbourne when John
Peers and Sam Groth breezed past Jiri Vesely and
Jan Satral, 6-3, 6-2, 6-2.

Australia, captained by Lleyton Hewitt, will
now host the United States in the quarter-finals
on April 7-9. The US, the 32-time champions,
completed a 3-0 win over Switzerland in
Birmingham, Alabama, on Saturday when Steve
Johnson and Jack Sock beat Henri Laaksonen
and Adrien Bossel 7-6 (7/3), 6-3, 7-6 (7/5).

Against a Swiss side missing Roger Federer
and Stan Wawrinka, world number 20 Sock got
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DETERMINED QUINTANA

the United States off to a fast start on Friday,
seeing off world number 146 Marco Chiudinelli
6-4, 6-3, 6-1. John Isner, ranked 23rd, had to
work a little harder for a 4-6, 6-2, 6-2, 7-6 (7/1)
victory over Laaksonen, ranked 127th in the
world. Nine-time champions France wrapped up
a 3-0 victory against Japan after Wimbledon
winners Pierre-Hugues Herbert and Nicolas
Mahut brushed aside Yuichi Sugita and Yasutaka
Uchiyama 6-3, 6-4, 6-4.

France will play either Canada of Britain for a

SEALS VALENCIA WIN

VALENCIA: Nairo Quintana made the perfect start to a daunting season as
the Movistar rider survived the elements to win the Tour of

Valencia yesterday. Frenchman Bryan Coquard
claimed the shortened fifth and final stage from
Paterna to Valencia ahead of compatriot Nacer
Bouhanni and Dutchman Coen Vermeltfoort in
Thr 0Tmin 23sec. In strong winds that curtailed
the stage, the Colombian Quintana finished safe-
ly among the peloton to stay 13 seconds ahead
of Belgian Ben Hermans with his BMC Racing
teammate Manuel Senni in third 19 seconds fur-
ther adrift. Defending champion Wout Poels was
52 seconds back on Quintana in fourth for Team
Sky. After winning the Vuelta a Espana last year,
Quintana is targeting a Giro d'ltalia-Tour de France
double and showed fine early season form

in storming to victory in Saturday’s -

fourth stage to move to the head of 5 7a8®
the standings. — AFP i

NIS: Serbia’s Dusan Lajovic returns the ball to Russia’s Konstantin Kravchuk during the Davis Cup World Group first round single match between
Serbia and Russia at Cair sports hall in Nis, yesterday. — AFP

SERBIA IN DAVIS CUP LAST
EIGHT, ARGENTINA STAY ALIVE

place in the last eight. In Ottawa, Jamie Murray
and Dominic Inglot defeated 44-year-old Daniel
Nestor and Vasek Pospisil 7-6 (7/1), 6-7 (3/7), 7-6
(7/3), 6-3 as Britain took a 2-1 lead.

The two countries were locked 1-1 overnight
after Dan Evans, his country’s top player in the
absence of world number one Andy Murray,
beat 17-year-old Denis Shapovalov in straight
sets. Pospisil pulled Canada-missing world num-
ber four Milos Raonic-level with a 6-4, 6-1, 7-6
(7/3) victory over Kyle Edmund.— AFP

MILADENOVIC WINS ST
PETERSBURG TITLE

SAINT PETERSBURG: France’s Kristina
Mladenovic won her maiden WTA singles title
overcoming Kazakhstan's Yulia Putintseva in
the final of the St Petersburg Ladies Trophy
here yesterday. Mladenovic, ranked 51st in
the world, won a tough three-setter 6-2, 6-7
(3/7), 6-4 in two hours 36 minutes to earn a 3-
2 lead in their head-to-head record with 22-
year-old Putintseva. “It was a very difficult
week with plenty of close matches,
Mladenovic said. “Today it was also tough as
Yulia (Putintseva) is such a big fighter. “I
couldn't relax and couldn’t find my rhythm.
All the match it was up and down and | tried
really hard to stay calm and composed.
“Finally | did everything right to win my first

title and now I'm super-glad.”

The big hitting Mladenovic, 23, looked in
complete command on the hard court of the
Sibur Arena from the start breaking twice in
the opening set for a 1-0 lead after 43 min-
utes. The pair traded breaks throughout the
second set, which went to a tiebreak as the
Moscow-born Putintseva’s accuracy saw here
pull the scores level at one set all after one
hour 46 minutes on court.

In the deciding set Mladenovic, who was
contesting her fourth WTA final, produced
two more breaks to take the set, the match
and the title. In conclusion Mladenovic
promised to crowd she'd be back next year to
defend her trophy. — AFP

ST PETERSBURG: France’s Kristina Mladenovic poses with her trophy after the final match
of the WTA St Petersburg Ladies Trophy 2017 tennis tournament against Kazakstan’s Yulia
Putintseva at the Sibur Arena in Saint Petersburg yesterday. — AFP
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LINDSEY VONN SEEKING WORLD SHINE TO INJURY TORMENT

ST MORITZ: Lindsey Vonn will headline
the World Ski Championships that get
under way in St Moritz today, the
American speed queen firing out a
warning that, for once, she is in one
piece.

Vonn is in the midst of a remarkable
comeback from a broken right arm sus-
tained in training late last year, the latest
in a catalogue of injuries the media-
friendly star has suffered and which has
led her to dub herself the “bionic
woman”.

She has had just five World Cup races
back since that injury, but won at
Garmisch-Partenkirchen for the 77th
World Cup win of her career-leaving her
just nine short of the all-time record-but
also crashing out on a couple.

“Every year is different. Every year

you have different obstacles to over-
come. This year, with little training, it’s
been tough to come in and really attack,”
Vonn said. “I'm in one piece, which is
positive for me. It's not often that | go
into world champs in one piece, so that's
good,” she said, adding that she was
aiming to compete in the downhill,
super-G and combined events.

But she admitted that her participa-
tion in the latter will require a slalom,
something she has not done since her
latest injury.

“I really don’t know how that’s going
to go. Hopefully my arm will be fine with
it, but the plan is to try. When the World
Championships come, it’s all or nothing,
so hopefully | can get on the podium
there. I'm looking forward to it.

“A medal in St Moritz would be the

cherry on top of the cake-the crowning
moment of my comeback and a great
achievement,” Vonn added with the
women'’s downhill race on February 12.

The 32-year-old, who will face stiff
competition from local hope Lara Gut,
last season’s overall World Cup winner,
heads up a strong US team that also
includes Mikaela Shiffrin but is missing
Ted Ligety, Bode Miller and Steve
Nyman.

LACK OF TRAINING

Shiffrin is currently atop the overall
and slalom World Cup standings and will
be seeking to notch up a third consecu-
tive world slalom title despite admitting
to a lack of decent slalom training early
in the season.

“I've gotten a little bit more training

RUGBY

WALES OVERCOMES SLOW
START TO BEAT ITALIANS

ROME: Wales overcame a sluggish start for
a 33-7 win over ltaly in a rainy Six Nations
match yesterday, narrowly missing out on a
bonus point.

Jonathan Davies, Liam Williams and
George North scored tries after the hour
mark and Leigh Halfpenny kicked for 18
points as the visitors overturned a 7-3 half-
time deficit to match England and Scotland
with wins on the tournament’s opening
weekend.

“We started slowly but the character
showed,” said new Wales captain Alun Wyn
Jones, who missed 10 minutes shortly after
kickoff due to a blood issue. “We worked a
little harder, kept the ball and we came
together in the second half. We are a day
behind everyone else so it is a foot in the
door” Edoardo Gori scored a first-half try
and Italy ruled the scrum early on but, as
has often been the case, the Azzurri
appeared to tire as the match wore on and
committed a series of errors to let Wales
take control. Williams almost got a fourth
try - and the bonus point - but lost the ball
as he went over the line in the final minute.
New tournament rules introduced for this
season award winners an extra point if they
score four tries.

The match turned when Andrea Lovotti
was sent to the sin bin for Italy’s second
scrum penalty in quick succession midway
through the second half. Davies slid over
the line as Wales rapidly spun the ball
around and Williams ran in untouched six
minutes later.

Two minutes from the end, North ran in
all the way from his own half as Wales final-
ly asserted total control. “The first half, the
weather came down and it was going to be
a tight game anyway,” North said. “We had
to fight to the end, every inch, but we're
happy with the performance. We know
they are a passionate team but we backed
ourselves and it showed”

WOODEN SPOON
It was Wales’ 11th straight win over Italy,

which picked up the wooden spoon last
season with its sixth whitewash since join-
ing the competition in 2000. New Italy
coach Conor O’Shea was making his tour-
nament debut with the Azzurri after guid-
ing his men to a historic win over South
Africa in November and the Stadio
Olimpico crowd was fired up after Italy
President Sergio Mattarella greeted all of
the players on the pitch before kickoff.

However, Italy quickly dropped to the
bottom of the standings with zero points.
France and Ireland had each picked up one
bonus point after losing by seven points or
fewer. “We know Wales were the better side
today in the end but | thought we were the
better side in the first half,” O’Shea said.
Italy committed 16 penalties to Wales' five.

“We lost our discipline in the second
half” O’'Shea said. “The way Wales brought
energy it was difficult to maintain the way
we played in the first half, where we were
magnificent at times. We can't get frustrat-
ed when decisions go against us.

“There are a lot of things that we have to
change and we'll keep on working,” O’Shea
added. “It's not an energy issue. We
drained the energy out of ourselves in the
first 20 minutes of the second half by losing
our discipline.”

It was a tale of two halves as Italy took
advantage of a failed try attempt by Wales
and quickly charged down to the other end
with a try from Gori near the half-hour
mark. A few minutes after Sergio Parisse
stormed through the Wales defense, only
to be stopped just short of the try line, the
Italy captain picked up the ball off the back
of the scrum and then a forward push saw
Gori across.

Carlo Canna made the conversion to
give the Azzurri a 7-0 lead. However,
Halfpenny recovered from an early miss
and made four straight penalties to put
Wales ahead.

Wales hosts defending champion
England and Italy welcomes Ireland to the
Stadio Olimpico next weekend. — AP

ROME: Italy’s center Tommaso Benvenuti (C) is tackled by Wales’ flanker Ross
Moriarty (R) and Wales’ center Scott Williams (L) during the Six Nations international
rugby union match Italys vs Wales yesterday at the Stadio Olimpico in Rome. — AFP

SCOTLAND DREAM OF

END TO 18-YEAR WAIT

EDINBURGH: Scotland head coach Vern
Cotter believes his team’s thrilling 27-22
opening day win at home to Ireland has
“changed the dynamics” of their Six Nations
campaign.

Having let slip a 21-5 lead to trail Ireland
22-21 midway through the second half, two
penalties in the last eight minutes by cap-
tain Greig Laidlaw secured Scotland’s first
victory in an opening Six Nations fixture
since they beat France at Murrayfield in
2006 — potentially putting them in con-
tention for their first Championship title in

18 years. “It certainly changes the dynamic,”

said Cotter, who is aiming to finish his
three-year tenure on a high before making
way for Glasgow coach Gregor Townsend in
June. “You can feel it. You start the Six
Nations with a win and everybody speaks
about it. “But it's only one game. | know the
feet will be on the ground very quickly
come today morning, just to make sure we

back this up with another good perform-
ance!” Next up for Cotter’s side are France
away next Sunday and Scotland have not
won in Paris since 1999, when Townsend
inspired them to their last Championship
success, in the final year of the Five Nations.

They will certainly travel with renewed
confidence, having rocked Ireland, who
beat the All Blacks in November, with a
dynamic first half performance that yielded
two tries for the brilliant full back Stuart
Hogg and a cunning score directly from a
line out by centre Alex Dunbar.

“The last time we were in Paris we were
close to winning,” said Laidlaw, referring to
a 19-16 loss in a World Cup warm up in
September 2015. “We can take heart out of
that and | think we've moved forward even
since then. “We’ll enjoy this tonight and
we'll get our feet back on the ground
tomorrow morning. We'll not get ahead of
ourselves”’—AFP

SHUMEN: Iranian volleyball players Maedeh Borhani (back, L) and Zeinab Giveh (back, R) warm up in the sport hall of YEB Shumen volleyball
club in the city of Shumen on Saturday. Maedeh Borhani, 29, and Zeinab Giveh, 33, moved to Bulgaria last month, making history as the first
Iranian female volleyball players to join a team abroad, hoping that their transfers here will encourage other players from native Iran to follow

in their footsteps. — AFP

VOLLEYBALL

than I've gone into this season with. |
didn’t expect how busy the beginning of
the season was going to be,” Shiffrin
said “I'm very, very excited to just get
some time on my skis training before St
Moritz” The high-end Swiss resort, a
two-time host of the Winter Olympics,
last held the world champs in 2003, and
the February 6-19 competition which
will feature almost 600 athletes from 76
countries will also be an opportunity for
Austrian Marcel Hirscher to shine.

Hirscher is presently on line to win a
sixth consecutive World Cup overall
crystal globe, but is undecided about
defending his combined title.

“In front of us are 14 hard days of rac-
ing action,” the Austrian said, adding
that he would test the lay of the land in
downhill training before deciding on

whether to race the combined.

“It is important for me to estimate the
downhill course in the first couple of
training sessions so | can make a call on
what my medal opportunities may be.

“If I'm five seconds off the pace in the
downhill, that most likely rules out the
combined because that's too big a
deficit to make up in the slalom.”

Austria are historically the world’s
leading ski team and apart from
Hirscher, there are two other defending
champions in their line-up in Anna Veith
(giant slalom, slalom) and Hannes
Reichelt (super-G). Ten individual gold
medals are up for grabs with the world’s
top men and women racing for down-
hill, slalom, alpine combined, super-G
and giant slalom titles, plus the team
competition. —AFP

IRANIAN PIONEERS SHRUG OFF
ISLAMIC HEADSCARF TAUNTS

SHUMEN: Maedeh Borhani and Zeinab Giveh,
the first Iranian women to play professional vol-
leyball outside their country, are easy to recog-
nise-they play in hijab scarves and long leggings.
Islamic dress was a condition imposed by the
Iranian volleyball federation when Borhani, 29,
and Giveh, 33, were allowed to move to YEB
Shumen in Bulgaria where they played and lost
their first official match against Kazanlak on
Saturday.

Some opposing players have made fun of their
Islamic dress. The women say they do not take the
taunts seriously. Their coach Mehmed Basharan is
more nervous about possible “provocations” how-
ever after rival team members posted social
media pictures last week, “their heads and faces
wrapped up like bedouins.”

“They want to tease us but we will not take
offence. Yet, this is unnecessary, it is not fair play,”
he said. Borhani and Giveh say they want to be an
example to other Iranian women. “We are proud
that we are the first Iranian women who can play
in Europe and make history for Iran,” Borhani told
AFP ahead of Saturday’s match. “One of the rea-
sons why we wanted to come here was to open
the way for other talented Iranian players to go
abroad,” she said. “It was a very easy decision, like
opening the door and stepping out,” Giveh, who
is captain of the Iranian women'’s national team,
added. YEB manager Basharan, 48, said he want-
ed the pair as attracting players of similar class
from another country would cost 10 times more.
YEB are sixth in the Bulgarian league but need to
be in the top four to get a place in European tour-
naments next year. Volleyball is one of the most
popular sports in Iran but women are not allowed
to attend men’s matches because of Islamic rules.
Wearing the hijab and leggings is also compulso-
ry for women during games.

PERMISSION

Borhani said they had no problem keeping the
rule in Bulgaria to get permission for the move
from Iran’s volleyball federation and sports min-
istry. “We are here to play volleyball and our reli-
gion and its rules should not be a problem,”
Borhani said.

“Wearing hijab is a habit, a style that we are
used to,” she added, her lipstick-covered mouth
curling into a smile as she recounted how much
they have been made welcome in Shumen.

“When we walk in the street all people know
us and we like it Bulgaria banned the wearing of
a full face veil in public in September amid rising
nationalism and a refugee influx.

But the two women'’s loosely tied dark blue
headscarves do not turn eyes in a town like
Shumen that has a large Muslim minority. Other
women can be seen in the street wearing head-
scarves. “Life is easy and simple in Bulgaria, the
weather is nice and the people are very kind," said
Giveh, adding that she felt happy. — AFP

PREVIEW

COACH JONES VOWS TO
IMPROVE AWFUL ENGLAND

TWICKENHAM: England coach Eddie Jones
promised to do a better job after his “awful”
Grand Slam champions launched the defence of
their Six Nations title with a scrappy 19-16 win
over France at Twickenham.

France had much the better of the play but
England, yet to lose under Australian boss
Jones, were able to grind out an ‘ugly’ win as
they secured a national record 15th consecutive
Test victory. The visitors were 16-12 up on the
hour when replacement prop Rabah Slimani
went over for a try France had long threatened.

But in the end it was England’s bench
strength that proved decisive, with replacement
back Ben Te'o’s try nine minutes from time giv-
ing England a lead extended by Owen Farrell’s
conversion. “It is always good to win when you
do not play well, and we did not play well,”
Jones said. “I take full responsibility for the per-
formance”

‘NEVER SAY DIE’
The former Australia and Japan coach added:
“l thought we were awful, but | thought we
were always going to win the game and that is
what | like about these boys. They have got a
never-say-die attitude.” Jones sent on several
replacements after Slimani’s try, with back-row

Auckland-born Te'o, whose maiden Test try
came just moments after he took the field, mak-
ing the biggest impact “The bench definitely
made a difference,” Jones said. “Haskell, for a guy
that has played 35 minutes and 35 seconds this
year was brilliant, and Ben Te'o did really well for
us, too.” As for France, Jones said: “I think they
are selecting right, they’ve got a big physical
team and they are starting to understand how
to make modern French flair”

Next up for England is a February 11 clash in
Cardiff against<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>