£

s $11 11

SUNDAY, AUGUST 13, 2017

4

ait Eimezz

THE FIRST DAILY IN THE ARABIAN GULF

N 7
"-\\ss

ESTABLISHED 1961

Lar ik

Zimes

THULQADA 21, 1438 AH www.kuwaittimes.net

Abbas pins hopes mﬁ'” Egypttrain Qatar crisis 4 .7 ¥® = Vokesat

on Palestinian @ crash toll hits redraws red ..ﬁ."‘ "ﬁ double as
teachers . 41asdrivers | lines an | . Burnleycatch
headed to Kuwait questioned/”l frays G’Zf ties ‘/ Chelsea co/d/J

{“Ju.n aida: ,mt.. angjaal

( )
:: MOI CAPTURES 12 ABDALY CELL
' FUGITIVES, 2 OTHERS AT LARGE
AMIR THANKS INTERIOR MINISTRY FOR NABBING CONVICTS  |romamss

MUCH-LOVED KUWAITI
ACTOR ABDULREDHA DIES

AMIR DEEPLY DISTRESSED

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti actor, playwright and
comedian Abdulhussein Abdulredha
has died at the age of 78 after a career
spanning decades that made him a
household name across the Gulf. State

Abdulhussein Abdulredha

news agency KUNA said Abdulredha,
who had heart surgery in 2015, died of
natural causes on Friday in London
where he had been in an intensive care
unit for two days.

HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah expressed deep dis-
tress and grief at demise of Abdulredha.
Kuwait has lost a great iconic personality
in the field of theatrical art and a pioneer
and celebrity in the Kuwaiti, Arab and
Gulf theaters, the Amir stated on the
somber occasion.

He recalled the artistic message of
the stalwart artist and his dramatic and
creative contributions over 40 years,
namely dramatic and comedic works
that will continue to be applauded and
admired and would remain a school for
those who would follow his steps with
regards to his loyalty to the homeland
and interaction with its causes. Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad expressed admiration
for Abdulredha’s great role in promoting
and developing Kuwaiti drama. He
prayed for the deceased’s soul and
expressed solace for his bereaved family
and fans. (See Page 5)

KUWAIT: The 12 Kuwaiti convicts of the ‘Abdaly cell’ who were arrested. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti authorities yesterday arrest-
ed 12 convicted members of the so-called
“Abdaly terrorist cell” with ties to Iran and
Lebanon's Hezbollah after a weeks-long man-
hunt. The interior ministry said the 12 had
been captured in different areas across
Kuwait. They had been on the run since their
sentencing last month, while two other con-
victed Kuwaitis remained at large.

HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable yesterday to
Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister
Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah, heaping
praise on security forces for their diligence
that led to the arrest of the 12 convicts who
were on the run. In his cable, the Amir said
that he was confident that authorities’ unwa-
vering fortitude and steadfast efforts would

bring the convicts who remain at large to jus-
tice. He also thanked citizens for their cooper-
ation with security forces and wished the
country continued security and prosperity.
HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
sent similar cables.

Continued on Page 11

EAT MORE SHRIMP

AL-BOOM FAMILY MEAL

SHRIMP & CALAMARIMEAL

KD

50 SHRIMP, 10 FISH, FRIES, COLESLAW,
&4 BREAD, 4 TARTAR & COLA (2.25 uTER)

30 SHRIMP, 10 FRIED CALAMARI,
FRIES, BREAD, TARTAR & COLA.

4 SHRIMP, 5 FISH, FRIES, COLESLAW, EREAD, TARTAR & COLA.
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FELONIES HAVE DROPPED NOTABLY

PUBLIC PROSECUTION RECEIVES A TOTAL OF 16,287 CASES
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KUWAIT: Annual statistics issued by the Justice Ministry  achievements. Al-Shimmari said. “The department wants the largest by 2,865 cybercrime cases. The least number of cases
in 2016 show the public prosecution received a total of “This publication is considered one of the most possible group of researchers to benefit from the accu- were journalism misdemeanors (251 cases) and finally
16,287 cases, varying between felonies, commercial mis- important achievements the statistics and research rate information and data in this book,” she added. audiovisual crimes (27 cases). Despite the rise in
demeanors, juvenile crimes, media crimes, cheque fraud, department is keen to issue every year. It contains com- Statistics show 15,241 cases were processed, distrib- felonies, stats show that the number of these cases
drugs and misuse of information technology. The publi- prehensive data that cover various activities of the court uted between 9,266 cases sent to the comprehensive received in 2016 dropped notably compared to previous

cation by the statistics and research department at the sectors, public prosecution and supporting departments  court and 5,975 cases shelved, while 209 cases are stillin  years by 11.99 percent, as the number of felonies
Justice Ministry has the most accurate and important compared with the five previous years and prediction courts. Felonies made up the largest share of cases with reached 6,507, with 7,389 cases in 2015 and 8,792 in
data as well as statistical indicators of the judiciary’s for the next five years,” Director of the department Haifa 6,507 cases received by the public prosecution, followed  2014. — Al-Rai

Crime
Report

DAUGHTER BEATS MOM

KUWAIT: An elderly Kuwaiti woman accused her daughter
of beating her. The mother, who refused to submit a med-
ical report, said she had a dispute with her daughter
because of her relationship with an ill-mannered man. The
girl's aunt said the beating took place when the girl was
told she couldn’t marry that man, then she left the house.

Kuwaiti arrested
A citizen was taken to Adailiya police station after
police noticed him harassing a girl in a co-op parking
lot. The citizen refused to hand police his IDs, and was
forced in the patrol car. The woman refused to go to
the police station.

Doctor accused of ‘touching’
A Lebanese woman complained against a Jordanian doctor
for ‘touching’ her body in a way that had nothing to do
with treatment while he was explaining how he will handle
her case. She said her friend was with her and witnessed
everything. The doctor denied the woman'’s claims.

KD 500 stolen
Hawally detectives are investigating an Egyptian’s claims
that an unidentified person stole KD 500 from his bank
account although his ATM card was with him. The
Egyptian told Jabriya police that someone stole the
money through an ATM machine although the ATM card
was with him and he did not give his PIN to anyone.

Dead body found
The body of an Asian woman was recovered by the coroner
after it was found hanging from a tree in a Farwaniya park.
Police received a call from an Egyptian and went to the
scene, but did not find any ID on her.

Police hunt for missing girl

Jahra detectives are looking for a girl - a student at a
foreign university - following a complaint by her father.
The girl is psychologically ill and is being treated at the
psychiatric hospital. He said the girl left home a week
ago and did not return. When asked why he waited all
this time to inform police, he said his daughter used to
stay with her friends for a day or two and then return.

KUWAITI SHOOTERS WIN
GOLD IN ASIAN TOURNEY

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Skeet shooting team bagged a gold
medal yesterday in the seventh Asian Shotgun
Championship held in Kazakhstan. The triumvirate of
Abdullah Al-Tarki, Mansour Al-Tarki and Abdulaziz Al-Saad
powered their way to victory, while the Kazakh and Indian
teams trailed in second and third place, respectively, Abaid
Al-Osaimi, the secretary of the Kuwaiti shooting club said.
He went on to dedicate the monumental victory to the
Kuwaiti leadership and people. Some 350 competitors rep-
resenting 29 nations are vying for glory in the Kazakh-host-
ed tournament — KUNA

SAUDI MAINTAINS BAN ON
LIQUEFIED GAS DURING HAJJ

JEDDAH: The Saudi Ministry of Interior said yesterday
that the ban on the use of liquefied gas for cooking at

; b oL holy sites during this year’s Hajj season, remained
e ','““-I 1'!. —— intact. Saudi Interior Minister Prince Abdulaziz bin
£ = — g ' Saud vowed that relevant punitive measures would
e ' apply to anyone found breaking the decided ban, the

Saudi Press Agency (SPA) reported.
Defending the decision, Director General of Civil
AL-MUHALLAB BOOM, A MANIFESTATION OF | s sepsuerm s oo st s o
- ) the ban on liquefied gas for cooking would remain in
effect due to potential dangers to pilgrims at holy
KUWAITI STRENGTH AGAINST IRAQ INVADERS | & cratreiom teesrass
daily searches at pilgrimage camps in order to make
sure that no gas cylinders are used there, Al-Amr
added. The year-long ban has greatly helped in the

prevention of fire risks at Hajj camps and holy sites,
he pointed out. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Though the original Al-Muhallab boom was built in 1937, the wooden vessel evokes a different kind of sentiment amongst Kuwaitis who knew that the boat represents the
strength of the country’s people against the Iragi aggressors. During the invasion in 1990, Iragi troops burned down the original Muhallab boom; however, the late Amir Sheikh Jaber
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah ordered the re-building of the ship in the mid-1990s as an act of defiance against those trying to erase Kuwait’s history and heritage. — KUNA
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KUWAIT ATTRACTS, EMPOWERS YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS

KUWAIT: Kuwait has always taken measures to
enable youth to utilize their creative energy,
promoting their civic engagement and
enhancing their voice in decision-making. His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah reiterated in several occasions
that “the true wealth of our country lies in its
youth, who are the core and the pillar of future
prosperity.”

His Highness the Amir, translating his undi-
vided support to the youth into deeds via
signing a decree establishing the Ministry of
State for Youth Affairs in 2013, which was also
in compliance with the recommendations of
the national conference on youth, dubbed
“Kuwait hears.” At its inception, the Ministry

worked with ministries and state bodies to fol-
low up the implementation of the recommen-
dations of the national document that was
produced by the conference.

In a statement to KUNA, Assistant
Undersecretary for the Youth Projects’ Sector
at the Ministry of Youth Affairs Shafig Ahmad
Al-Sayed Omar said that the follow-up of the
implementation of the recommendations was
divided into two stages and distributed over
22 government bodies.

He said the first phase was completed. It
included the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry, Ministry of Education, Ministry of
Awgaf and Islamic Affairs, Ministry of Social
Affairs and Labor and the National fund for

supporting small and medium-sized enterpris-
es. He pointed out that the government bod-
ies implemented 80 percent of the recommen-
dations. He added that the National Assembly,
in cooperation with the government,
approved a law to establish the National Fund
for the Welfare of Small and Medium-Sized
Enterprises and Development.

The fund’s purpose is to provide financial
assistance to small and medium-sized enter-
prises (SMEs), empower young entrepreneurs,
and bolster private-sector activity. Moreover,
a system, called the single window, was estab-
lished to allow traders complete all paperwork
and permits related to various state institu-
tions and ministries through one state body

and within three days, Al-Sayed Omar added.

With regard to the Ministry of Education,
Al-Sayed Omar said that the ministry has
implemented many of its recommendations
by activating programs aiming at instilling
national values at various stages of the educa-
tional system. He added that Kuwait made a
huge improvement on The Commonwealth
Youth Development Index (YDI), jumping to
the 56th spot in 2016 from the 110th in a
report issued in 2013. He pointed out that the
index depends on several criteria, including
developments in education, health and well-
being, employment and opportunity, as well
as civic and political participation.

Al-Sayed Omar attributed this success to

the Ministry of State for Youth Affairs’ efforts to
implement the recommendations of “Kuwait
hears” conference. For his part, Director of
Public Relations and Information at The
Ministry of State for Youth Affairs Nasser Al-
Arfaj told KUNA that the national document
includes 20 recommendations aiming at
establishing a database of qualified Kuwaiti
youth in different academic and professional
fields. Undersecretary of Kuwait's Ministry of
State for Youth Affairs Sheikha Al-Zain Al-
Sabah had confirmed the ministry’s readiness
to cooperate with all parties in the society to
follow up the recommendations, as the main
governmental body responsible for youth in
Kuwait. —KUNA
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SHRIMPS SUPPLIES SOAR

KUWAIT: Shrimps wholesale supplies
soared to 800 fully loaded baskets (a
basket contains minimum 20 kg) per day
this year’s season as compared to 300-
400 to the past year season, said the
Public Authority of Agriculture Affairs
and Fish Resources (PAAFR). PAAFR
marine supervision director Marzoug Al-
A'zmi said in a statement that the cur-

rent season for catching the shrimps is
the best as compared to the previous
years. Local markets have been
swamped with unprecedented large
quantities of shrimps since start of the
season early August, he said alluding to
the production flourish to PAAFR’s effec-
tive efforts and plans to regulate
shrimps’ catching. —KUNA

KUWAIT REAFFIRMS COMMITMENT
TO UN RESOLUTIONS ON N KOREA

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Foreign Ministry
has rejected recent media reports on the
existence of large North Korean expatri-
ate workers in Kuwait. The State of
Kuwait is committed to the UN Security
Council resolution on economic embar-
go on North Korea, an official source of
the ministry said. Responding to media
reports in the United States that the
Kuwaiti authorities continue issuing
entry visas for North Koreans, the source
said the Ministry categorically refutes
the existence of such alleged numbers
of workers.

He reaffirmed that the Kuwaiti Foreign
Ministry, out of commitment to the UN
Security Council resolutions relating to
economic embargo on North Korea,
promptly set up a national interagency
committee, to adopt and implement the
necessary measures immediately. These
measures include suspending the direct
flights from and to North Korea; stopping

the issuance of entry visas for North
Korean workers; halting the issuance of
commercial licenses for and remittance
to North Korea; blocking any loans from
Kuwait Fund for
Development (KFAED) to and all forms of
freight shipping from the country; and
downgrading North Korea's diplomatic
representation in Kuwait.

These measures come in consistency
with the Kuwait's international responsi-
bilities and commitment to the resolu-
tions of the international legitimacy as
well as Kuwait's future responsibilities
when it assumes a non-permanent
membership of the UN Security Council
early next year, the source pointed out.
Kuwait will continue working with the
competent UN bodies and international
partners to keep them apprised of the
measures its takes in this regard which
gained international appraisal, the
source added. —KUNA

Arab Economic

KUWAIT: Photo captures a view of Kuwait City (Sharq side) from Al-Shaheed
Park. —KUNA
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A mural of HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah is displayed at Al-Hamra Tower in Kuwait City on Thursday. The mural is a gift from the Qatari people in recognition of the Amir’s
efforts to mediate a resolution to the GCC crisis. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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News
In brief

EPA seeks hedge

against oil spill
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Environment Public Authority (EPA)
said yesterday it was taking all appropriate measures
in order to protect water outlets from an oil spill near
Kuwait’s southern Ras Al-Zour area. The EPA said in a
press release that while it sought to determine the
source of the oil spill, it was taking all necessary moves
to safeguard the area of water outlets by using rubber
bumpers. It added that it was working with the oil sec-
tor, mainly the Kuwait Oil Company (KOC) and Kuwait
National Petroleum Company (KNPC), to find the
source of the oil spill and even determine its exact size.

Amir sends cable of
condolences to UAE

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable of condo-
lences to the President of the UAE Sheikh Khalifa bin
Zayed Al-Nahyan, expressing sorrow over the death
of four Emirati servicemen in Yemen. His Highness
the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah and His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah also
sent similar cables. The UAE armed forces said that
four Emirati soldiers, part of the Saudi led-coalition
forces fighting for legitimacy in Yemen, were killed
while on duty, official media reported. While
attempting to make an emergency landing in
Shabwa governorate, southern Yemen, due to a mal-
function, the soldiers’ helicopter crashed to the
ground leading to their demise, UAE’s General
Command of the Armed Forces said in a statement,
according to Emirati News Agency (WAM).

Bosnia authorities find

missing Kuwaiti citizen
SARAJEVO: Bosnia and Herzegovina’s authorities have
informed the Kuwaiti Embassy that they located a miss-
ing Kuwaiti female citizen, who is in good condition,
Ambassador Nasser Al-Mutairi said yesterday. The con-
cerned authorities are conducting required investiga-
tions, and will hand over the citizen to the embassy, fol-
lowing the end of investigations, he said in a statement.
The ambassador also praised the cooperation of
Bosnian authorities on the matter right from the start.
The citizen reportedly went missing during a visit to the
Balkan country.

KUWAIT SIGNS $500,000 DEAL FOR YEMEN WATER PROJECT
‘KUWAIT BY YOUR SIDE’' CAMPAIGN

RIYADH: The “Kuwait by Your Side” cam-
paign has signed a $500,000 agreement to
carry out the first phase of a project for
the treatment of a water supply system in
the southern Yemeni governorate of
Shabwah. The project focuses on Al-
Shubaika water supply plant which pro-
vides water and sanitation to the gover-
norate’s centre and surrounding areas,
read a statement by the Kuwait-Yemeni
relief organization, which is funding the
deal. Its first phase will aim to treat four
water wells at the plant within a two-week
deadline, added the Kuwaiti state-funded
relief body which includes several associa-
tions aiming to deliver aid to the Yemeni
people.

Meanwhile, Yemeni officials at the gov-
ernorate extolled Kuwait’s firm stance in
support of Yemen amid various circum-
stances and periods, according to the
statement, For his part, the Governor of
Shabwah expressed his gratitude for
Kuwait’s continued support across differ-
ent fields, mainly in development and
relief. This reflects the depth of relations
and cooperation between the two coun-
tries and their peoples, said the official.

Meanwhile, representative of the
Kuwaiti-Yemeni relief organization Tareq
Raji Lakman said the project’s second
phase aims to install equipment and oper-
ate water pumping units. As a whole, the
Kuwaiti-funded campaign is pursuing
urgent relief work in Yemen across the
sectors of food, water, education and
healthcare.

Mosque rehabilitation

In another development, Kuwait has
donated one million dollars for the
Tunisian Ministry of Religious Affairs to
rehabilitate and renovate the historical El-
Zaytuna Mosque in Tunis. Kuwait
Ambassador to Tunisia Ali Al-Thafiri hand-
ed a check of the donation to Tunisian
Minister of Religious Affairs Ahmad
Azoum during their meeting on Thursday
where they discussed cooperation in reli-
gious affairs. The Tunisian minister wel-
comed the contribution as a landmark
event in history of the exemplary relations
between the two countries, Ambassador
Al-Thafiri said following the meeting.

The donation signals Kuwait’s keenness
on conserving the Islamic heritage in

TUNIS: Kuwait Ambassador to Tunisia Ali Al-Thafiri holds talks with Tunisian Minister
of Religious Affairs Ahmad Azoum. — KUNA

Tunisia, he quoted the minister as saying.
Azoum noted that he plans to invite the
Kuwaiti Minister of Awgaf and Islamic
Affairs Mohammad Al-Jabri to visit Tunisia
to review the implementation of the bilat-
eral agreement on religious cooperation

signed in 2010. El-Zaytuna is the oldest
mosque in the capital city of Tunis; it cov-
ers an area of 5,000 sq. meters and has
nine entrances and 160 authentic columns
brought from the ruins of the old city of
Carthage. — Agencies

RAMALLAH: Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas poses for a group photo with a group of teachers who are on

their way to Kuwait.

ABBAS PINS HOPES ON
PALESTINIAN TEACHERS

RAMALLAH: Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas ral-
lied behind a group of teachers who are on their way to
Kuwait, a nation that had heavily depended on
Palestinian educators years ago. “Kuwait fondly recol-
lects Palestinian contributions to pedagogy and the
passion with which Palestinian instructors have impart-
ed their knowledge to the people of Kuwait,” Abbas told
the contingent of teachers yesterday. He noted that the
success of the educators will “open the door for the tri-
umphant return of Palestinian instructors to the Gulf
region.” “We trust you to carry on the legacy of the
Palestinian teacher,” Abbas said. After a long hiatus that
kept them away from the country, Kuwait has hired
some 180 Palestinian teachers to join its academic
workforce. —KUNA

‘'MUBARATUNA' PROJECT - A GOVT, PRIVATE SECTOR COLLABORATION

KUWAIT: The “Mubaratuna” (our match) foot-
ball project had become the flagship project
displaying the Kuwaiti government and pri-
vate sector’s willingness to collaborate for the
wellbeing and the benefit of the youth. With
around 111 football pitches located in several

governorates, it is suffice to say that the
Mubaratuna project, which offers reasonably
priced booking fees, is providing topnotch
services to football lovers in Kuwait.
Speaking to KUNA about Mubaratuna,
Abdullah Al-Adwani, head of the project, said

that Mubaratuna began in 2014 with around
36 pitches available. Since the initiating of
the project, thousands of people have used
the facilities funded by the Ministry of
Education, Ministry of State for Youth Affairs,
and the Kuwait Union for Cooperative

Societies, indicated Al-Adwani.

The chief purpose of the project is to
encourage the youth and society to seek self-
betterment and healthy life styles, said the
official who indicated that booking a pitch
was done online. On the merits of Mubaratuna

project, football enthusiast Nawaf Al-Enizi, 30,
said that in the past, fees were so high that it
was difficult to pay KD 30 and above to book a
pitch. Now it only costs around KD 2 to play
football at one of Mubaratuna’s fields, which is
amazing, said Al-Enizi. — KUNA
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BYE BYE FROM LONDON

ABDULHUSSEIN ABDULREDHA TAKES HIS FINAL BOW

75

KUWAIT: Kuwaitis of all walks of life, demograph-
ics and affiliations took the passing away of icon-
ic comedic actor Abdulhussein Abdulredha with
a heavy heart, as local and Arab outlets, in addi-
tion to social media platforms announced the
sad news about the renowned ‘Abu Adnan’ “Get
off my back, I'm in London to have fun, to change
scenery and enjoy myself. I'm not in London to
be hospitalized,” was a line ‘Abu Adnan’ said in
the 1981 play “Bye Bye London.” He was
announced dead at the age of 78 in one of
London’s hospitals last night.

Born on July 15, 1939 in Dirwazat
Abdulrazzaq, Sharq, Kuwait, Abdulredha ranked
the seventh among 14 siblings. He did not start
his career as an actor, but first worked in the
Department of Printing of the Ministry of
Guidance and Information. He then traveled on
a scholarship to Egypt in 1956 to learn print-
making, and in 1961 he traveled on a mission to
Germany to complete his studies in printmak-
ing arts.

A son of a ‘Nokhetha’ or sea captain,
Abdulredha’s talent of performing to crowds and
ability to make people laugh started with him as
a young boy, entertaining his mother with his
siblings while his father was away for months a
year. This raw talent then was nurtured, devel-
oped and put on the right track after
Abdulredha returned from Germany and started
working with Egyptian director Zaki Tulaimat,
before a young Abdulredha began to carve his
own way to become one of Kuwait’s and the
Arabian Gulf’s art pillars.

With dozens of plays, TV and radio series that
spanned from the early 1960s all the way to the
early years of this Millinnium, Abdulredha had
long established himself as among the few Gulf
actors to sear their names in the Arabic artistic
memory. His side-splitting slapstick comedy in
the 1960s (eg Hawer Zawer, Al-Malgouf), dapper
and dashing performances during the 1970s (eg
Bani Samit, Thahiyat Beit Al-Ezz), and mature and
well-rounded productions in the 1980s (eg
Fursan Al-Manakh, Bye Bye Arab), continued until
the end of his career, and eventually his life.
Abdulredha kept on going, unstoppable, even
bullets could not steer him off.

He was the target of an assassination attempt

due to his role portraying the former Iraqi dicta-
tor Saddam Hussein in the 1991 play (Seif Al-
Arab). Arguably, one of the best whoever mas-
tered the role, Abdulredha refused to cancel, or

even delay the show for that night even though
he was fired at while on the way to the theater.
Frequently referred to as Kuwait’s forth Tower,
Abdulredha was in many ways, and seen by

many of his fans of different generations, as the
personification of the Kuwaiti man, whether it
was for his political humor, social rants, or even
own speech and appearance. — KUNA

NCCAL: ABDULHUSSEIN’'S LOSS LEFT
GREAT GAP IN ARTISTIC MOVEMENT

KUWAIT: The passing away of actor Abdulhussein Abdulredha is a
great loss to the artistic and theatrical movement in Kuwait, the
Gulf and Arab region, National Council of Culture Arts and
Literature (NCCAL) General Secretariat said in a statement yester-
day. The deceased was a remarkable model example as a commit-
ted and respected actor who dedicated his life for serving the
national issues of his country and people, despite his long journey
in struggling with his illness throughout various stages of his life.

He greatly contributed to developing the artistic movement in
Kuwait and the Gulf region along with many companions in the
domain, it added. He was known for his comedy works, presented
various types of arts, namely acting, singing, playwriting, artistic
production in theatre, TV and radio.

That made him worth of the title “the iconic figure of Kuwait and
Gulf arts”, it said. Abdulredha contributed to establishing many
theatrical groups since the early beginning of the artistic move-
ment in Kuwait back in 1960s of the last century-like the national
theater and the Arab theatre. He also founded “Funoon’TV channel,
it added. The works of the deceased offers a comprehensive reflec-
tion of the social life in Kuwait with all of its economic and political
details, the statement said.

He shed light with distinguished artistic smartness on important
events in the history of Kuwait, and conveyed the feelings of the
Kuwaiti people with extreme transparency, it said. Out of NCCAL's
great recognition to the late actor, it named Al-Salmiya Theatre
after his name before he passed away, and honored him in the

opening ceremony of “Kuwait Capital of Islamic Culture 2016" cele-
bration, it said. NCCAL expressed its deepest sorrow for losing one
of the most remarkable pillars of Kuwait artistic movement, offer-
ing its condolences to the family of the deceased and the Kuwaiti
and Arab artists. — KUNA

PALESTINIAN
LEADER ABBAS
SENDS A CABLE
CONDOLENCE

KUWAIT: Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas has
sent a cable condolence to HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on the demise of actor
Abdulhussein Abdulredha. He said “we were touched
by the news of the demise of seasoned actor
Abdulhussein Abdulredha after a life of service towards
his people and country. We join you and the people of
Kuwait as we mourn his death and pray to Allah to
bestow His mercy on him".



Kuwait-= Times

SUNDAY, AUGUST 13, 2017

55.

Ermed [

ternational

35 CHILDREN DIE IN NORTH INDIAN HOSPITAL IN 3 DAYS

Death toll rises amid
Kenya’'s rioting over
disputed vote

Page 9 Page 8

- T .
’ L - F

In this image provided by the US Air Force, a US Air Force B-1B Lancer assigned to the 9th Expeditionary Bomb Squadron, deployed from Dyess Air Force Base, Texas, sits on the runway at Anderson Air Force

Base, Guam.— AP

TRUMP SAYS US IS ‘LOCKED AND LOADED’

XI: AVOID WORDS THAT WOULD EXACERBATE THE TENSION

SEOUL: Chinese President Xi Jinping made a plea for cool-
headedness over escalating tensions between the US and
North Korea in a phone conversation with US President
Donald Trump yesterday, urging both sides to avoid words
or actions that could worsen the situation. The call came
after Trump unleashed a slew of fresh threats against North
Korea on Friday, declaring the US military “locked and
loaded” and warning North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
that he “will regret it fast” if he takes any action against US
territories or allies.

Trump has pushed China to pressure North Korea to halt
a nuclear weapons program that is nearing the capability
of targeting the United States. China is the North’s biggest
economic partner and source of aid, but says it alone can't
compel Pyongyang to end its nuclear and missile pro-
grams. The White House said in a statement that Trump
and Xi “agreed North Korea must stop its provocative and
escalatory behavior” It also said that the two “reiterated
their mutual commitment to denuclearization of the
Korean Peninsula.”

Maintain restraint
State-run China Central Television quoted Xi as telling

Trump the “relevant parties must maintain restraint and
avoid words and deeds that would exacerbate the tension
on the Korean Peninsula”” But restraint was not the word of
the day on Friday as Trump sent out a cascade of unscripted
statements, including what appeared to be another red line
- the mere utterance of threats - that would trigger a US
attack against North Korea and “big, big trouble” for Kim.

North Korea’s Minju Joson newspaper, meanwhile,
lashed back at the US in an editorial yesterday. “The power-
ful revolutionary Paektusan army of the DPRK, capable of
fighting any war the US wants, is now on the standby to
launch fire into its mainland, waiting for an order of final
attack,” it said. DPRK stands for North Korea’s official name,
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. The tough talk
capped a week in which long-standing tensions between
the countries risked abruptly boiling over.

New United Nations sanctions condemning the North’s
rapidly developing nuclear program drew fresh ire and
threats from Pyongyang. Trump, responding to a report
that US intelligence indicates Pyongyang can now put a
nuclear warhead on its long-range missiles, vowed to rain
down “fire and fury”if challenged.

The North then came out with a threat to lob four inter-

ANCIENT SITES BECAME REFUGEE
CAMPS AS MASSES FLED PARTITION

NEW DELHI: The Partition of India sparked one of
the greatest mass migrations in modern history, with
millions seeking sanctuary from the violence inside
ancient tombs and forts — transforming them into
sprawling refugee camps. More than 15 million peo-
ple were displaced following India’s independence
from Britain in 1947, with Muslims embarking for the
newly formed Pakistan as Hindus and Sikhs moved in
the opposite direction.

At least a million died along the journey, the rest
pouring into fetid camps erected in cities already
pushed to the brink by violence, looting and food
shortages. In New Delhi, where law and order had
almost completely broken down, tens of thousands
of Muslims sheltered behind the 16th-century walls
of Humayan’s Tomb waiting for safe passage to
Pakistan.

Tents were erected in the fine gardens surround-
ing the spectacular mausoleum — the inspiration for
the Taj Mahal — and spilled over to encircle the
smaller tombs dotting the Mughal-era complex. As
space became scarce whole families huddled togeth-
er with their life’s possessions on the exposed upper
levels of the grand courtyard of the enormous
domed monument itself.

The regal fountains at Humayan’s Tomb “became
so fouled with human dirt that they had to be filled
in with sand”, wrote historian Yasmin Khan in her
book ‘The Great Partition” The influx continued
unabated until refugees made up almost one-third

of the population of Delhi. Those arriving by foot,
train and tonga — horse-drawn carts — slept in mar-
ketplaces, under lean-tos or searched for space in
vast tent cities that sprung over all over the capital.

All walks of life

One of the largest was at the ancient fort of
Purana Qila where refugees from all walks of life
camped “with their camels and tongas and ponies,
battered old taxis and luxury limousines’, wrote eye-
witness Richard Symonds as quoted in Khan’s book.
“The Delhi forts are landmarks for the Partition,” said
Guneeta Singh Balla, founder and executive director
of the 1947 Partition Archive. “The images of the
refugee camps there are still very dramatic.”

In parts of Punjab, the desert region split between
India and Pakistan, rationing was reduced to a single
chapatti a day as food shortages bit and begging
and starvation were widespread. Amritsar — less
than 30 kilometres from the new border — endured
horrific rioting, with areas like Katra Jaimal Singh and
Chowk Bijli Wala all but destroyed amid looting and
arson. Sikhs fleeing persecution sought refuge at
Khalsa College, a prestigious and picturesque
Victorian-era university built in the late 19th-century,
that staged as a relief camp. A new museum in
Amritsar is helping record and digitise Partition his-
tory. But in Delhi there is no memorial at the land-
marks that housed countless refugees to mark this
dark chapter in their centuries-old existence. — AFP

mediate-range “Hwasong-12" missiles near Guam, a tiny
US territory some 3,200 kilometers from Pyongyang. At
the epicenter of the rhetoric, Trump’s New Jersey golf
course, the president seemed to put Kim on notice, saying,
“If he utters one threat in the form of an overt threat -
which by the way he has been uttering for years and his
family has been uttering for years - or he does anything
with respect to Guam or anyplace else that’s an American
territory or an American ally, he will truly regret it and he
will regret it fast”

‘You know the answer’

Asked if the US was going to war, he said cryptically, “I
think you know the answer to that.” But Trump’s comments
did not appear to be backed by significant military mobi-
lization on either side of the Pacific, and an important, qui-
et diplomatic channel remained open. As a precaution,
Japan deployed missile defense batteries under the path a
North Korean missile might take.

Life on the streets of the North Korean capital,
Pyongyang, also remained calm. There have been no air
raid drills or cars in camouflage netting as has been the
case during previous crises. State-run media ensures that

the population gets the North Korean side of the story, but
doesn’t convey any sense of international concern about
the situation.

US officials say they will be going ahead with long-
scheduled military exercises with South Korea. Pyongyang
says it will be ready to send its missile launch plan to Kim
for approval just before or as the drills begin. Called Ulchi-
Freedom Guardian, the exercises are expected to run Aug
21-31 and involve tens of thousands of American and
South Korean troops on the ground and in the sea and air.
North Korea claims the exercises are a rehearsal for war, but
Washington and Seoul say they are necessary to deter
North Korean aggression.

Trump began his Friday barrage with an especially fiery
tweet: “Military solutions are now fully in place, locked and
loaded, should North Korea act unwisely. Hopefully Kim
Jong Un will find another path!” He later retweeted a post-
ing from US Pacific Command that showed B-1B Lancer
bomber planes on Guam that “stand ready to fulfill USFK's
#FightTonight mission if called upon to do so.” “Fight
tonight” has long been the motto of US forces in South
Korea to show they're always ready for combat on the
Korean Peninsula. — AP

EGYPT TRAIN CRASH TOLL HITS
41 AS DRIVERS QUESTIONED

ALEXANDRIA: The death toll from Egypt’s latest train dis-
aster rose to 41 yesterday as two drivers were questioned
and cranes worked to clear the stricken railway line
between Cairo and the Mediterranean city of Alexandria.
The drivers of the two trains that collided on Friday have
been held for questioning and four railway officials sus-
pended pending the results of a probe into its causes,
Transportation Minister Hisham Arafat told an Egyptian
broadcaster.

Under floodlights, rescue teams had combed wrecked
carriages all night for casualties. Transport ministry offi-
cials, quoted on state television, have said the crash in
farmland on the outskirts of Alexandria was probably
caused by a malfunction in one train that brought it to a
halt. The other train then crashed into it. Arafat had told
reporters at the scene of the accident that it was not yet
clear why the train had stopped, but suggested old traffic
signals were to blame.

“We have a big problem we had already announced,
which is old traffic signals. We are completely overhauling
them. This section here is being developed,” he said. An
injured passenger who was on the stationary train said its
departure had been delayed and that it kept stopping en
route. “It stopped every now and then between stations or
before stations for five minutes, | don't know why,” the
man told Dream television station from his hospital bed.
“Everyone was scattered (by the collision), bodies were
flung around,” he said.

The toll from Friday’s accident when the two trains col-
lided near Alexandria rose to 41 dead, the health ministry
said yesterday. The accident also wounded 132 people,

with 79 being discharged after treatment while 53
remained in hospital yesterday, Health Minister Ahmed
Emad el-Din Rady said. A stream of ambulances had fer-
ried the injured, stretched out on the ground in a field
alongside the railway tracks, to Alexandria hospitals.

Workers used cranes to lift four knotted sheet-metal
carriages blocking the normally busy Cairo-Alexandria
line. One train had been heading to Alexandria from Cairo
and the other from Port Said, east along the coast.
President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi has sent his condolences to
the victims' families and ordered a probe to “hold account-
able” those responsible for the disaster.

Chronic transport problems

It was the deadliest train accident in the North African
country since a train ploughed into a bus carrying school-
children in November 2012, killing 47 people. That acci-
dent jolted the government which ordered an investiga-
tion and sacked the transport minister and the head of the
railway authority. The accident was blamed on a train sig-
nal operator who fell asleep on the job.

The probe, however, did not prevent further acci-
dents. Just months later, a train carrying military con-
scripts derailed, killing 17 people. Around a year later, a
collision between a train and a bus killed 27 people
south of the capital. They had been returning from a
wedding when the train ploughed into their bus and a
truck at a railway crossing. Egyptians have long com-
plained that the government has failed to deal with
chronic transport problems, with roads as poorly main-
tained as railway lines. — AFP
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WHITE HELMETS MEDICS KILLE

BEIRUT: Gunmen early yesterday stormed an office
of a Syrian paramedic group that is active in oppo-
sition-controlled areas, killing seven of its members
and stealing two vehicles and other equipment in a
northwestern region, the group and opposition
activists said, while a suicide attack south of the
country killed at least 23 rebels.

The Syrian Civil Defense group, more popularly
known as the White Helmets, said in a statement
that the attack happened in the early hours in the
town of Sarmin. No one immediately claimed
responsibility for the rare attack but it came amid
tension in the area. Sarmin is in Idlib province,
which witnessed clashes recently between Al-
Qaeda-linked fighters and members of the ultra-
conservative Ahrar Al-Sham group that ended with
Al-Qaeda fighters capturing much of the region.

The Al-Qaeda-linked Hay’at Tahrir al Sham -
Arabic for Levant Liberation Committee, and also
known as HTS - said over the past weeks that its
members have discovered sleepers cells of the
Islamic State group who were planning an attack.
Al-Qaida’s affiliate, which used by to be known as
the Nusra Front, has fought deadly battles with IS
over the past years. The Britain-based Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights said the seven were
killed after being shot in the head, adding that the
killings were discovered when volunteers from the
White Helmets arrived to start a shift and found the

Sleeper cells

“Until now it is mostly likely a crime. It might
also be an attack aimed to harm the image of the
Nusra Front and to show that Idlib is not safe,” said
Rami Abdurrahman who heads the Observatory. An
opposition activist based in Idlib who has been
providing The Associated Press with information
about the province for years said the attackers used
pistols equipped with silencers, adding that people
living nearby did not notice anything unusual.

The activist, who asked that his name not be
used for fear of reprisals, said IS sleeper cells have
been discovered in Sarmin. He added that most
likely members of IS carried out the attack to show
that Idlib is not safe. The activist said the HTS-
linked Judicial Committee is investigating the case.
Sarmin used to be a stronghold of the Jund al-Agsa
extremist group that clashed with Al-Qaeda last
year before many of its members were allowed to
head to areas controlled by IS, whom they are
fighting now.

The Syrian first-responders have been known to
risk their lives to save people from the civil war,
now in its sixth year. The White Helmets group was
widely considered likely to win last year’s Nobel
Peace Prize. Elsewhere in Syria, a suicide attacker
blew himself inside a training camp for the Army of
Islam rebel group in the southern town of Naseeb,
near the border with Jordan, killing more than 20
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IDLIB: Members of the Syrian civil defense volunteers, also known as the White Helmets, bury their
fellow comrades during a funeral in Sarmin, a jihadist-held town nine kilometers east of Syria’s
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bodies of their colleagues.
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fighters. — AP
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SANAA: Yemeni medics work at a blood transfusion centre. — AFP

YEMEN’'S BLOOD BANK FACES
NEARING THREAT OF CLOSURE

‘OUR MEDICAL SUPPLIES HAVE NEARLY RUN OUT’

DUBAI: Yemen'’s blood bank has sent out an
urgent appeal to anyone who will listen, as war
and a blockade on the capital may force the cen-
tre to close within a week. “We appeal to all
humanitarian organizations in the international
community and all financial donors to support
the centre, as our medical supplies have nearly
run out,” said Adnan Al-Hakimi, director of the
National Blood Transfusion and Research Center
in Sanaa.

“We will only be able to work for one more
week, and after that if the humanitarian organi-
zations don’t mobilize to support the national
centre, it will shut down!” The blood bank says it
treats some 3,000 Yemenis a month who suffer
from cancer, kidney failure and thalassaemia, an
inherited blood disorder which causes sever
anaemia. But a trifecta of war, disease and
famine has left the bank struggling to keep up
with spiraling demand, with basic supplies all
but impossible to secure in a country locked in
by port and airport blockades. “We've been
impacted by the overall situation in Yemen,
including the economic collapse,” Hakimi said.

Less than half of Yemen'’s hospitals are still up
and running two years into a war between Iran-
backed Shiite Houthi rebels, who control Sanaa,

and a government allied with a Sunni Arab mili-
tary coalition led by Saudi Arabia. The country’s
main international airport in Sanaa is also block-
aded, with access limited to a select few UN aid
flights by the Saudi-led coalition, which controls
the airspace. The war has destroyed much of
Yemen's infrastructure and pushed the country
— long the Arab world’s poorest state — to the
brink of official famine. More than 8,300 people
have died in the conflict, with another 47,700
injured and millions displaced, according to the
World Health Organization (WHO). A cholera
outbreak has also claimed the lives of some
2,000 Yemenis in less than four months.

‘Switch support to other priorities’

Amina Ali, whose young son has a condition
that requires blood transfusions, makes the trip
to the centre regularly for blood and platelets.
Now, she says, she fears those trips are num-
bered. “I order blood and platelets for my son
every 10 days from the centre,” she told AFP.
“What if it shuts down? Many children will get
worse, including my son.”

Hakimi said the international medical charity
Doctors Without Borders (MSF) had been provid-
ing supplies to the bank since 2015 but “surpris-
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ingly suddenly stopped” in June. In a statement
emailed to AFP, MSF confirmed it has been sup-
porting the blood bank for two years and only
handed over the activity to the UN’s WHO in
June 2017.

“As health needs have been increasing in
Yemen, MSF chose to switch its support to other
health priorities,” the group said. “The last dona-
tion MSF gave to the blood bank was in June
2017. That donation was to support the running
of its activities for 2 months, giving the time for
WHO to start its support.”

Like MSF, the United Nations has warned it
has been forced to divert resources from one
community to aid another — most recently,
from food programs to handle the escalating
cholera outbreak. The United Nations has said
that less than half of the $2.1 billion pledged this
year to Yemen by the international community
has been disbursed. But despite the dwindling
hope, Yemenis refuse to give up on others in
need. “l am here to donate blood as an act of
charity and for my country,” said Abdullah Farei,
one of a handful of citizens who turned up at
the centre to donate blood. “We ask God that
the citizens respond to the call of the blood
bank and donate blood and money.” — AFP

northwestern city of Idlib. — AFP

PALESTINIAN WOMAN STABS
ISRAELI IN JERUSALEM: POLICE

JERUSALEM: A Palestinian woman
stabbed and wounded an Israeli man near
an east Jerusalem flashpoint yesterday,
before she was arrested, police said. They
said in an English-language statement that
the incident occurred next to the Old City’s
Damascus Gate, site of repeated past
attacks. It said that a “female Arab terrorist”
stabbed the man, injuring him lightly.

The woman, a Jerusalem resident aged
about 30, was arrested at the scene, police
added. The Old City is located in east
Jerusalem, which was occupied by Israel in
1967 and later annexed in a move never
recognized by the international communi-
ty. The July 14 killing there of two police-
men by three Arab Israeli gunmen led to
spiraling unrest after Israel responded by
installing metal detectors at the entrance

to the Al-Agsa mosque complex, used as a
staging point for the attack.

For nearly two weeks, worshippers
refused to submit to the checks and
staged mass prayers in surrounding
streets. Ensuing protests left six
Palestinians dead. The crisis abated when
Israel removed the detectors but tension
remains high. A wave of unrest that broke
out in October 2015 has killed 293
Palestinians or Arab Israelis, 47 Israelis, two
Americans, two Jordanians, an Eritrean, a
Sudanese and a Briton, according to an
AFP toll. Israeli authorities say most of the
Palestinians killed were carrying out knife,
gun or car-ramming attacks. Others were
shot dead during protests or clashes, while
some were killed in Israeli air strikes on the
Gaza Strip. — AFP

US URGES IRAQ_KURDISH LEADER TO
POSTPONE INDEPENDENCE VOTE

BAGHDAD: Washington has urged Iraqi
Kurdish leader Massud Barzani to postpone
an independence referendum scheduled
for next month but he requested some-
thing in return, his office said yesterday.
The timing of the September 25 vote has
drawn criticism from both the Baghdad
and Western governments, coming as the
campaign against the Islamic State jihadist
group in Iraq if still unfinished.

In a telephone call on Friday, US
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson said
Washington “would want for the referen-
dum to be postponed and that the issues
between the Kurdistan region and the fed-
eral government in Baghdad should be
addressed through dialogue”, Barzani’s
office said in an English-language state-
ment. The Kurdish leader responded that
were it to be put off, “the people of the
Kurdistan region would expect guarantees
and alternatives for their future”.

Some Iraqi Kurdish officials have openly
acknowledged that calling the referendum
was intended as a bargaining counter in
negotiations with Baghdad on other issues.
The Kurdish regional government’s repre-
sentative in Iran, Nazem Dabbagh, said last
month that the Kurds wanted Baghdad to
meet their longstanding demand for
plebiscites on incorporating other histori-
cally Kurdish-majority areas in their
autonomous region.

He said they also wanted Baghdad to
ratify laws on oil revenues and funding for
the Kurdish security forces, known as the
peshmerga, who have played a crucial role
in the fight against IS. The referendum
would in any case be non-binding and is
strongly opposed by neighbours Iran and
Turkey, which have sizeable Kurdish

ARBIL: Iraq’s Kurdistan region’s presi-
dent Massud Barzani looks on during a
meeting with Muslim and Christian cler-
ics of the Kurdistan region. — AFP

minorities of their own and whose acquies-
cence is seen as key to achieving a viable
separation.— AFP

TILLERSON: CUBA DIPLOMATS
SUFFERED ‘HEALTH ATTACKS’

N

SUBANG: US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson, left, is greeted by Malaysian
air force officials as he arrives at a military base. — AP

HAVANA: Secretary of State Rex Tillerson said
Friday that US diplomats in Havana had been the
victims of “health attacks” that left them with hear-
ing loss - the most definitive US statement yet on a
series of mysterious incidents that have puzzled
longtime observers of US-Cuban relations. His com-
ments came two days after the State Department
issued a vaguely worded statement saying there
had been “incidents which have caused a variety of
physical symptoms.” US officials later revealed that
American diplomats had suffered unexplained loss-
es of hearing, and on Thursday Canada’s govern-
ment said at least one Canadian diplomat in Cuba
also had been treated for hearing loss.

“We hold the Cuban authorities responsible for
finding out who is carrying out these health attacks
on not just our diplomats but, as you've seen now,
there are other cases with other diplomats
involved,” Tillerson said in Bedminster, New Jersey,
where President Donald Trump and members of his
administration spoke to reporters. In the fall of
2016, a series of US diplomats began suffering
unexplained losses of hearing, according to officials
with knowledge of the case. Some of the diplomats’
symptoms were so severe that they were forced to
cancel their tours early and return to the United
States, the officials said.

The officials told The Associated Press that the
hearing loss appeared to have been caused by the
deliberate use of some sort of sonic device operat-
ing outside the range of audible sound. Former
diplomats and students of US-Cuba relations said
they found it inexplicable that Cuba would have
tried to harm US and Canadian diplomats, particu-
larly in the fall of 2016 as President Barack Obama
was ending a second term marked partly by the
reopening of diplomatic relations with the island.

Policy of normalization

US officials familiar with the incidents said they
began to be reported last October, when most
domestic and foreign observers expected Hillary
Clinton to win the presidency and continue
Obama’s policy of normalization with Cuba.
Attacking Canadian diplomats would be an inex-
plicable assault on one of Cuba’s most important
trading partners and the largest source of tourists
to the island. “There'd be no logic to the Cubans
trying to deliberately harm US or Canadian diplo-
mats,” said William LeoGrande, an American
University expert on Cuban foreign policy. “It'd
really be unprecedented.”

The Cuban government said in a lengthy state-
ment Wednesday that “Cuba has never permitted,

nor will permit, that Cuban territory be used for any
action against accredited diplomatic officials or
their families, with no exception.”

Former US and Canadian diplomats said they
had been targets of low-level harassment and
intimidation by Cuban agents in the 1980s, 1990s
and 2000s, incidents that included attacks on diplo-
mats’ pets and intimidating maneuvers like tailgat-
ing and flashing bright lights into diplomats’ cars as
they drove with their families late at night.

“There were things like turning your electricity,
turning off your water, entering your home, leaving
little reminders that they were there. Things would
be out of place,” said John Caulfield, the head of the
US Interests Section in Cuba from 2011 to 2014.

In addition to harassment, Caulfield said US
diplomats in Cuba are under 24-hour surveillance
during their assignments. “Nobody does anything in
Cuba without them knowing,” Caulfield said. A US
official said some American diplomats in Cuba had
come home to find that someone had used their
toilet and not flushed it, in what was interpreted as
a deliberate attempt to disgust and unnerve. The
official served at the then-interests section in Cuba
in the 2000s and agreed to speak only on condition
of anonymity due to the possibility of a return to
Havana. — AP
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KANSAS TO AIR-CONDITION PRISON AS HEAT BECOMES NEW CONCERN

TOPEKA: Kansas corrections officials expect the
next prison built by the state to be fully air-condi-
tioned, including the cells for inmates, viewing it
both as a way to lessen problems with inmates and
to combat high employee turnover.

Some lawmakers who don’t want to coddle crim-
inals see a need to make corrections officers less
miserable in the summer heat. When Corrections
Secretary Joe Norwood matter-of-factly told a leg-
islative committee earlier this month that plans for a
new prison included it, its members let the state-
ment pass without comment, though questions
may come later.

The state’s plans to fully air-condition the new
prison planned for Lansing in the Kansas City area
also come as a federal judge is forcing Texas to
move hundreds of inmates who are sensitive to the
heat to cooler areas. The American Civil Liberties
Union has prevailed in lawsuits on prisoners’ behalf
in Arizona, Mississippi and Wisconsin since 2004.

In Kansas, the union representing corrections
officers considers the lack of air conditioning in
parts of the state’s maximum-security prison in El
Dorado, east of Wichita, a contributing factor to

inmate unrest there that included three reported
disturbances in May and June. Corrections officials
said air conditioning is becoming more necessary
because of inmates’ medical needs. “This is not an
issue of comfort or luxury,” said David Fathi, director
of the ACLU’s National Prison Project. “You should
no more build a prison without climate control than
you should a prison without fire escapes.”

In St Louis, the city paid $75,000 in late July to
bring in temporary air conditioners to its medium-
security jail when temperatures topped 100 degrees
(38 Celsius) and prompted protests outside the jail.
Triple-digit temperatures are not unusual for the
height of summer in Kansas, and the average
monthly temperature approaches 80 (27 Celsius) at
the end of May and stays there or higher through
September.

The Kansas Department of Corrections plans to
build a replacement prison in Lansing, where its old-
est and largest lockup has buildings that date to the
1860s and no air conditioning. The department
hopes to have a final construction contract in
November for what could be a three-year, $155 mil-
lion project. The department has a 33 percent annu-

al turnover rate among corrections officers because
of low pay, which starts at $13.95 an hour. The rate at
Lansing is 37 percent and at El Dorado, 46 percent.

Topic met with push-back

Norwood told the legislative committee that in
the summer, without air conditioning, Lansing
becomes “extremely uncomfortable” for staff. He said
with the new prison’s air conditioning, “the working
conditions and living conditions will be much bet-
ter” Not all legislators are on board. State Rep JR
Claeys, a Salina Republican and chairman of a House
budget subcommittee on public safety, said he
doesn’t remember being told of the plan for full air
conditioning and would have objected on behalf of
taxpayers who can't afford it or other comforts.

“That would have been a topic that would have
met with some push-back,” he said. Senate Ways
and Means Committee Chairwoman Carolyn
McGinn, a Sedgwick Republican, said she under-
stands cooling prisons to make staff safer and more
comfortable and inmates less prone to unrest. But
she added that for inmates, “It doesn’t have to be on
70. It can be on 85 Court rulings in other states

have mandated action when heat indexes get
above 80 degrees (27 Celsius). Kansas corrections
officials seek to keep temperatures in air-condi-
tioned areas for inmates at 78 (26 Celsius). Roughly
70 percent of Kansas inmates in state prisons are in
buildings without air conditioning, including in
Lansing and at the state’s second-oldest prison in
Hutchinson. Five of the eight prisons are at least
partially air-conditioned, including much of the one
in El Dorado.

Corrections Department spokeswoman Cheryl
Cadue said one concern is that many inmates “are
taking heat-sensitive psychiatric medication.”
Robert Choromanski, executive director of the
Kansas Organization of State Employees, said the
new prison should come with air conditioning
because, “This is the 21st century.” Census figures
show that in 2016, 94 percent of all new single-
family homes in the Midwest were built with air
conditioning, compared with 40 percent in 1976.
He said that if legislators are inclined to see hot cell
houses as part of the punishment for criminals,
“Guess who else you're punishing? It's our correc-
tional officers” — AP

DEATH TOLL RISES AMID KENYA'S
RIOTING OVER DISPUTED VOTE

9-YEAR-OLD GIRL KILLED BY STRAY BULLET

NAIROBI: Kenya's post-election violence wors-
ened yesterday as police used tear gas on a con-
voy of opposition officials in the capital and a
mortuary official said nine bodies with gunshot
wounds were brought to a Nairobi morgue from

a slum that’s an opposition stronghold.

As rioting continued the day after President
Uhuru Kenyatta won a second term in a vote the
opposition claims had been rigged, an
anguished father said his 9-year-old daughter
was killed by a stray bullet while playing with
friends. Kenyan police shot and killed two peo-
ple during riots by opposition supporters on the
outskirts of Kisumu, a city where opposition
leader Raila Odinga has strong support, accord-
ing to Leonard Katana, a regional police com-
mander. Another five people were injured by

gunfire in Kisumu, Katana said.

The government should stop “the random
killing of our people,” Odings’s brother Oburu
Odinga said. The government accused “crimi-
nals” of taking advantage of the tense election

period to loot and destroy property.

In Nairobi slums loyal to Odinga, police

NAIROBI: Residents look out from their balconies during clashes between police and protest-

ers in the Mathare area of Nairobi. —AFP

gas in the Mathare area.

Wycliff Mokaya told The Associated Press his
9-year-old daughter was killed by a stray bullet
while on their third-floor balcony in Mathare. “I
was watching her play with her friends when she
suddenly fell down,” Mokaya said. “She was my
only hope!” A mortuary official said nine bodies
with gunshot wounds were brought to the
Nairobi morgue from Mathare. The official spoke
on condition of anonymity because he is not

authorized to speak to the media.

fired guns into the air.
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MERKEL EMPHASIZES PROSPERITY,
SECURITY AT HER CAMPAIGN RALLY

BERLIN: German Chancellor Angela Merkel
opened the final phase of her election cam-
paign yesterday with a focus on her record,
emphasizing the economic growth and
prosperity achieved during her dozen years
at the helm as she seeks a fourth term.
Merkel told a rally organized by her Christian
Democratic Union party in the western city
of Dortmund that unemployment has
dropped to a post-reunification low since
she first was elected chancellor in 2005.

She told the crowd she hoped to achieve
full employment - a rate below 3 percent -
by 2025. The rate hit as high as 12.6 percent
in early 2005 and was most recently at 5.6
percent in July. “Those are really excellent
figures,” Merkel said, going on to note that
government and industry must not be com-
placent because technology is changing
the way the economy functions. “On one
hand, Germany stacks up well, but on the
other hand we live in a time of change, a
time of uncertainty,” she said.

Singling out the damage done to the
“Made in Germany” label with Volkswagen'’s
diesel cheating scandal, Merkel said hon-
esty in business was a prerequisite going
forward. “The way things were swept under
the rug or where loopholes in emissions
tests were massively exploited to the point
they were unrecognizable, that destroys
trust,” she told the crowd. In addition to
Volkswagen, Germany is home to
Mercedes, BMW and other top brands.

Merkel emphasized the need for the
auto industry to develop cleaner technolo-
gies, but also sought to allay widespread
fears that older diesel cars could be banned
from the streets. A “transition phase” would
be better than a ban, she said. The govern-
ment could help provide the infrastructure
to support vehicles run by alternative pow-
er sources, but innovation was up to the
automakers, she said. “The question of
whether the German automobile industry
has recognized these signs of the times will
decide their future, and with it hundreds of
thousands of jobs,” she said.

Merkel, however, rejected outright an
idea floated by her main challenger, Social
Democrat Martin Schulz, who suggested in

DORTMUND: German Chancellor and top
candidate of the Christian Democratic
Union, CDU, for the upcoming general elec-
tion Angela Merkel delivers a speech during
the start of her election campaign. — AP

an interview Friday that there should be a
Europe-wide quota instituted for electric
cars. Merkel said such a quota could harm
the development of other alternative tech-
nologies and she didn’t think the idea “has
been thought through!

The migrant issue

A defining moment of Merkel’s tenure as
chancellor was the decision in 2015 to
open Germany'’s doors to 890,000 migrants
seeking asylum and economic opportuni-
ties. She pledged Friday not to avoid immi-
gration as a topic on the campaign trail, but
did not mention the controversial issue in
her Dortmund speech.

Merkel’s conservative bloc currently
enjoys a lead of more than 15 percent over
its main competition, the Social Democrats,
leading up to the Sept. 24 election. Most
polls put support for Merkel’s bloc at about
40 percent compared to about 23 percent
for the SPD.

The two parties currently govern
together in a so-called “grand coalition” The
SPD’s slumping popularity figures and
recent gains by Merkel’s bloc, which also
includes the Bavaria-only Christian Social
Union, have led many to speculate that she
might be able to form a new coalition with
the pro-business Free Democrats or anoth-
er smaller party. — AP

opened fire to disperse protesters who blocked
roads and set up burning barricades. Associated
Press photographers saw police charging
demonstrators and firing live rounds and tear

Protesters, some with rocks or sticks, ran for
cover as they came under fire in another Nairobi
slum, Kibera. One person was shot and killed in
Kibera overnight, said Sam Ochieng, a former
chairman for Odinga’s party there. An Associated
Press photographer said police used tear gas on
a large convoy of vehicles carrying opposition
officials that tried to enter Kibera. Police also

‘Hand of friendship’

Most of the country of 45 million people
remained calm the day after the election com-
mission announced that Kenyatta, whose father
was Kenya’s first president after independence
from British colonial rule, had won a second,
five-year term. In a victory speech, Kenyatta said
he was extending a “hand of friendship” to the
opposition, which alleged that the election com-
mission’s database had been hacked and results
were manipulated against Odinga.

Kenyatta won with a decisive 54 percent of
the vote to nearly 45 percent for Odinga, but the
bitter dispute over the integrity of the election
process tempered what many Kenyans had
hoped would be a celebration of democracy in a
regional power known for its economic promise
and long-term stability. The unrest also exposed
divisions in a society where poverty and corrup-
tion at top levels of government have angered
large numbers of Kenyans, including those who
have been protesting in the slums and see
Odinga as a voice for their grievances.

Adding to the rift is ethnic loyalty. Kenyatta is
widely seen as the representative of the Kikuyu
people, the country’s largest ethnic group, while
Odinga is associated with the Luo group, which
has never produced a head of state. But recon-
ciliation efforts, the introduction of a progres-
sive constitution in 2010 and an intense security
operation during the recent election period
have helped to ward off the kind of ethnic vio-
lence after the 2007 election in which more
than 1,000 people were killed. Odinga ran
unsuccessfully in that election; he also lost the
2013 vote to Kenyatta and took allegations of
vote-tampering to Kenya’s highest court, which
rejected his case.

Recalling its failed legal challenge in 2013,
the opposition has said it will not go to court
again. Its top leaders have, so far, refrained from
publicly calling for mass protests. Catholic lead-
ers on Saturday appealed for calm and asked
security forces to exercise caution during
protests. “No life should be lost because of an
election,” said John Oballa Owaa, vice chairman
1 of the Kenya Conference of Catholic Bishops. In

i separate statements, Human Rights Watch and
Amnesty International also called on police to
exercise restraint. —AP

PUBLISHER OF ALASKA'S
LARGEST NEWSPAPER
SUED FOR $1.4M

ANCHORAGE: The publisher of Alaska'’s largest newspa-
per is being sued over nearly $1.4 million in unpaid rent
and other fees on the paper’s former headquarters,
which still houses the printing press. The civil lawsuit
filed Friday in Anchorage by Alaska cable company GCl
is the latest legal battle for Alaska Dispatch News pub-
lisher Alice Rogoff, wife of billionaire financier David
Rubenstein. Rogoff backed a news website to compete
with the Anchorage Daily News before buying the
newspaper for $34 million in 2014. She renamed the
print publication the Alaska Dispatch News.

GCl purchased the newspaper’s former building
around the same time, and the newspaper offices
moved to another Anchorage location. Rogoff didn't
immediately respond to requests for comment on the
lawsuit, which also names Alaska Dispatch News LLC
and AK Publishing LLC. But KTUU reported that Rogoff
issued a written statement Friday afternoon, saying
GClI's legal action is “extremely unfortunate” and events
leading to that point have been “extremely complex.”
Rogoff said there was never any bad faith on the part of
the newspaper, adding that the goal has always been
to keep the newspaper alive and “robust for the sake of
our readers and the community.”

“Our goal remains unchanged and we are in active
discussions toward that end,” Rogoff said. “Until the dis-
cussions are concluded, we are unable to provide any
details. Please know that business disputes arise from
many causes and are never one-sided.” GCI seeks more
than $1 million in damages and eviction of the printing
equipment. The company says in its 14-page lawsuit
that the original agreement called for the defendants
to vacate the warehouse nearly two years ago. But it
worked with the newspaper by renegotiating leases
and accepting advertising credits in some cases. That
agreement called for a holdover rent equal to 250 per-
cent of the base rent.

The lawsuit says defendants breached their contract
with GCl in several ways, including failure to make pay-
ments as required since mid-December, citing cash
flow problems, as well as failing to vacate GCl's ware-
house premises. GCl spokeswoman Heather Handyside
said the company had no choice but to seek legal
action after efforts to be supportive and patient in find-
ing a resolution. “This is just a reflection of our feeling
that we have exhausted all of our options,” she said.
“We don't believe we really have any other options left
than to ask the court to help us pursue this.” Rogoff is
facing other legal battles. — AP

CORSICA: A fire fighter Canadair drops water on a hill above Sisco, on the French
Mediterranean island of Corsica yesterday after a night of forest fires. —AFP

HUGE WILDFIRES RAGE IN
PORTUGAL AND CORSICA

PIETRACORBARA, France: Scorching tem-
peratures and high winds were culminating
in huge wildfires in Portugal and on the
French island of Corsica yesterday, with
hundreds of holidaymakers forced to flee
and further blazes predicted. Almost 1,000
people had to leave Corsica during the
night, with 2,000 hectares of scrubland
destroyed, though no human casualties
were reported. Dry conditions have fuelled
fires in recent weeks.

A man suspected of starting five fires
in Bastia, a town with a population of
40,000 in the island’s northeast, was
arrested late Friday, an official said. At Cap
Corse, the most northerly point where the
fire had spread overnight into Friday, the
situation has been stabilized but the blaze
remains rampant in the Sisco commune.
“It’s hell,” Christian Burchi, a 50-year-old
Sisco resident said late Friday. “We tried to
extinguish the flames with two buckets of
water and a ridiculous hose. Everywhere
is burning.”

In Portugal forest fires continued to rage
as high temperatures and swirling winds
posed difficulties for firefighters across the
country with further blazes predicted. Two
of the worst fires were near the towns of
Abrantes and Alvaiazere, where the fire-
fighting effort involved 800 personnel, four
water-bombing planes, two helicopters
and around 250 vehicles.

Some 1,800 firefighters were trying to
douse around 10 fires across the country,

authorities said. Civil protection agency
spokeswoman Patricia Gaspar said a record
220 fires had started on Friday alone.
“Despite the relentless fires, the situation is
now more stable,” said Gaspar in Lisbon.
Emergency workers had nearly gained con-
trol of wildfires across Portugal’s drought-
hit central region on Thursday, but stronger
winds fanned flames in several areas.

In the village of Bracal, flames were
being blown towards houses as residents
grabbed what they could to aid firefighters,
an AFP journalist said. Some residents
voiced anger at authorities after a season of
repeated wildfires which have stretched
resources. “Firefighters can't perform mira-
cles, they are exhausted,” said Lucia Ricardo,
who lives in Bracal, close to Abrantes.

Six villages had been evacuated
around Abrantes on Thursday as fire-
dousing planes flew sorties over the
flames. Another blaze near Grandola, in
the southern Setubal district, needed
200 firefighters to bring it under control
after burning through around 3,000
hectares of forest. The fires come after
more than 60 people were killed in June,
and more than 200 injured, in a giant
blaze at Pedrogao Grande in central
Portugal that raged for five days. After an
uncommonly dry winter and spring,
almost 79 percent of the Portuguese
mainland was enduring extreme or severe
drought at the end of July, according to
the national weather office. —AFP

VP PENCE CALLS PRESIDENT A
‘CHAMPION’ OF INNER CITIES

INDIANAPOLIS: Vice President Mike Pence
on Friday called Donald Trump a “great
champion” of America’s inner cities. Pence
made the remarks during a speech before
an anti-violence group in his home state of
Indiana. The Republican former Indiana
governor heaped praise on the faith-based
group, called the Ten Point Coalition,
which local authorities credit for helping to
reduce homicides in several neighbor-
hoods, even though the overall murder
rate is up.

Trump “and | talked about it this morn-
ing,” Pence said. “All of you who feel called
to confront the challenge of urban youth
violence - you have an ally, an advocate
and a champion in President Donald
Trump.” But considering Trump was swept
into office following a campaign that traf-
ficked in racial and anti-immigrant
themes, not everyone is convinced. A
group of about 30 protesters, including
some sporting Black Lives Matter shirts,
protested outside the fundraising event at
a downtown hotel.

Joe Slash, the former head of the
Indianapolis Urban League, told The
Indianapolis Star that “a lot of people in the
black community don’t have fond feelings
for Mike Pence and there’s been a negative

reaction about their bringing him here for a
fundraiser.” Slash said the Ten Point
Coalition “should have consulted people
before they made that decision” though he
credited the group with reaching out
across the aisle.

The coalition, led by several African-
American ministers, is known for its cam-
paigns to stem violence in crime-plagued
city neighborhoods. It uses community
members, in some cases reformed gang
members, to de-escalate neighborhood
tension. Pence said the group “literally
everyday works miracles in the evening
hours of the streets of Indianapolis” and
he said their model should be exported
to other cities.

The speech was not Pence’s only stop in
Indianapolis. He also attended a
Statehouse ceremony where his official
state portrait was unveiled, which the vice
president said left him “deeply humbled.”
Pence’s portrait shows the one-term
Republican seated on top of his desk, with
an open Bible and a family picture to his
right. A stack of law books is to his left, with
Indiana and US flags in the background.
Pence is also wearing a blue and gold tie -
designed by wife Karen Pence - that is
based on the state’s logo. —AP



Fuwait- Times 55

INTERNATIONAL

SUNDAY, AUGUST 13, 2017

25 DEAD IN NEPAL LANDSLIDES, FLOODS

KATHMANDU: Floods and landslides
caused by torrential monsoon rains
have killed at least 25 people in the last
two days across Nepal, officials said
yesterday. Heavy rains have hit more
than a dozen districts in the country’s
far eastern region as well as some areas
in the west since Friday morning, the
home ministry said.

Flooding has occurred across the
densely populated lowlands that bor-
der India, while some remote districts
in the hilly areas of the Far East have
been hit by landslides triggered by the

monsoon rains. “We are still collecting
the details of the loss. According to the
preliminary reports to the ministry
over 25 people are feared dead,” Home
Ministry spokesman Deepak Kafle told
AFP.The Prime Minister’s office issued a
statement putting the death toll at
more than two dozen since Friday.
Thirteen people died in eastern dis-
tricts and at least four others are missing,
the head of the region’s police Ramesh
Bhattarai said. Telephone and electricity
lines have also been affected by the
heavy downpour making it difficult to

confirm the full extent of the damage in
remote areas, the police chief added.
Roads across the southern plains have
been blocked by the rains and three
highway bridges collapsed in western
Banke district, Home Minister Janardan
Sharma said at a press conference.
Images on social media showed the
runway at Biratnagar airport in eastern
Morang district submerged in a meter of
water with an empty plane stranded on
the tarmac. Chief of Morang district
police Arun BC said that airport had
been shut due to the flooding. The most

recent deaths bring the total death toll
from this year’s monsoon to over 90,
according to government figures. Nearly
100 people died last year in Nepal dur-
ing the rainy season, which typically
begins in late June and lasts until the
end of August.

Last weekend in the central lowlands,
four girls from the same family drowned
when they fell into a flooded roadside
ditch. Another girl died and one was
injured when they fell in open drains that
had been submerged by monsoon
flooding in the Kathmandu Valley last

month. Footage shot by a bystander
shows one of the girls tentatively navi-
gating a flooded road, before suddenly
disappearing into the brown muddy
water. A few seconds later she appears
out of another drain about 10 meters
away. The video went viral on social
media in Nepal, sparking outrage over
the condition of the roads in the capital.
Nepal’s weather department issued an
alert yesterday warning that heavy rains
were expected to continue for another
day, and advised districts to close schools
and residents to stay indoors. —AFP

UTTAR PRADESH: In this Friday, Aug 11, 2017 photo, a man holds the lifeless
body of his child outside Baba Raghav Das Medical College Hospital in
Gorakhpur, in the northern Indian state of Uttar Pradesh. —AP

35 CHILDREN DIE IN NORTH
INDIAN HOSPITAL IN 3 DAYS

LUCKNOW: Parents of at least 35 children
who have died in a state-run hospital in
northern India over the past three days
have alleged that the fatalities were due
to the lack of a sufficient oxygen supply in
the children’s ward. District Magistrate
Rajiv Rautela said yesterday that the
deaths of the children being treated for
different ailments at the Baba Raghav Das
Medical College Hospital in Gorakhpur
city in Uttar Pradesh state were due to nat-
ural causes. He denied that an insufficient
oxygen supply led to their deaths.

Parents said that the oxygen supply to
the ward ran out Thursday night and that
patients’ families were given self-inflating
bags to help the children breathe. “That’s
the time when the death of the children
peaked,” said Mritunjaya Singh, whose 7-
month-old son was admitted to the hospi-
tal and was not among the dead.

The Uttar Pradesh government has
ordered an investigation. Prashant Trivedi,
the state’s top health official, acknowl-
edged that there was a problem in the
pipeline supplying oxygen. “But the situa-
tion was managed through oxygen cylin-
ders,” Trivedi said. “The hospital adminis-
tration has enough supply of cylinders in
its stock. So the report about death of chil-
dren because of oxygen issue is false.”

The parents said the company that sup-
plies oxygen to the hospital had earlier
threatened to stop the distribution of oxy-
gen unless the government paid its long-
overdue bills. Rautela said that the hospi-
tal owed 6.8 million rupees ($106,000) to
the company, but added that it had ade-
quate numbers of oxygen cylinders.

Parmatma Gautam, whose 1-month-old
nephew, Roshan, died when the oxygen
supply stopped, said the hospital authori-
ties and the district administration were
trying to cover up their failure to pay the
bills on time.

“We saw our baby struggling to
breathe and we couldn’t do anything,”
Gautam said as tears flowed down his
weather-beaten cheek.

The family had rushed the newborn to
the hospital from neighboring
Siddharthnagar district on Aug. 9
because he had a high fever. “We are now
going back with his body,” Gautam
sobbed. The federal health ministry sent
a team of specialists to the hospital
Saturday to verify what caused the
deaths at the facility, which provides
health care to a vast swath of Uttar
Pradesh and neighboring Bihar state.

BJP Party blamed

Meanwhile, opposition leaders took to
social media to blame Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party,
which rules the state, for its neglect and
indifference to people’s health. Opposition
Congress Party Vice President Rahul
Gandhi tweeted: “Deeply pained. My
thoughts are with the families of the vic-
tims. BJP govt is responsible & should
punish the negligent who caused this
tragedy.”

Some of the children had been treated
for encephalitis, a disease that preys on
the young and malnourished and is ram-
pant in the state during the monsoon sea-
son, which runs from June till September.
The hospital, which has become a major
center for children with encephalitis, has
treated nearly 370 cases in the last two
months. Of these, 129 children died, said
Satish Chandra, a hospital spokesman.

Health activists said successive gov-
ernments had ignored the threat posed
by encephalitis as it was a disease that
affected poor, malnourished children.
“Encephalitis has a mortality rate as high
as 30 percent. The government needs to
tackle it with a rigorous campaign,” said
R.N Singh, a medical doctor who has
been leading the fight against the dis-
ease in Gorakhpur district. “Commonly,
this disease affects the voiceless poor, so
it has not got the attention it warrants,’
Singh said. Gorakhpur is located 300 kilo-
meters southeast of the state capital,
Lucknow. —AP

HK BROADCASTER REPLACES
BBC WITH CHINESE RADIO

HONG KONG: Hong Kong's official radio
station said it will replace its 24-hour BBC
broadcast with Chinese state-run program-
ming in a move critics yesterday said was a
step towards “mainlandisation”. The city’s
Radio Television Hong Kong has been
broadcasting the BBC World Service live
since 1978 but will replace it starting
September 4 with the China National
Radio Hong Kong Edition (CNR). Some see
the move as signs that the city is further
aligning itself with China.

“This is absolutely one step forward
towards mainlandisation in Hong Kong,”
pro-democracy lawmaker Claudia Mo told
AFP, adding that Chinese authorities may
feel that city residents were not patriotic
enough. “They should all be reigned in and
taught to feel Chinese,” Mo said of the
motive behind the move, which comes at a
time when many feel Beijing is squeezing
the semi-autonomous city’s freedoms.

Residents also took to social media to
decry the move, with Yu Yeuk-mui saying
on Facebook: “One more bad news! Hong
Kong is burning already”. Frustrations over
the city’s political and social developments
have led to the emergence of a new inde-
pendence movement calling for Hong
Kong to break from the mainland.

The unveiling of a controversial rail link
to the mainland last month which would

see a portion of the city come under
Chinese law has been the focus of the
most recent backlash, with critics saying
the city’s cherished freedoms are being
eroded. RTHK’s head of corporate commu-
nications Amen Ng said the CNR Hong
Kong edition is “tailor-made for Hong Kong
people”. “It will encourage the cultural
exchange between mainland China and
Hong Kong,” Ng said.

Bank teller Alex Yan agreed, saying the
benefits of the broadcast outweighed the
disadvantages as the new CNR program-
ming would offer residents an insight into
the lives of their northern neighbors. “It
can help them better understand the
things happening in China,” Yan, 21, said.
The CNR broadcast will include program-
ming in news, arts and culture, and lifestyle
mostly in Mandarin, with some programs
in Cantonese. The official language in
Hong Kong is Cantonese, while Mandarin
is the main language over the border.

RTHK said it will still be broadcasting
the BBC World Service, which residents use
as an English-learning tool, but it will
switch to another channel for eight hours
from 11pm onwards on a daily basis. Hong
Kong was handed back to China by colo-
nial ruler Britain in 1997 under a “one coun-
try, two systems” formula designed to pro-
tect its freedoms and way of life. —AFP

RAISING THE STAKES: WHY N
KOREA IS TALKING UP GUAM

SO ARE WE ALL HEADED TOWARD WAR?

SEOUL: North Korea's announcement
that it is finalizing a plan to launch four bal-
listic missiles over Japan toward the island
of Guam has touched off a series of fiery
threats from President Donald Trump and
upped tensions between Pyongyang and
Washington to a whole new level. So are
we all headed toward war?

If past precedent is any guide, the
answer is no. Though it has been
mostly lost as the current round of
tough talk keeps escalating, North
Korea just a few months ago conduct-
ed a similar rehearsal strike on a US
military base in Japan. And that mis-
sile test led to nary a tweet from
Trump. For sure, if Pyongyang were to
go through with its planned launch of
missiles toward Guam, it would be an
extremely provocative move. But it is
also one that the US military has been
watching develop for years, with fairly
well-defined steps that have led to an
ever more complicated and potential-
ly dangerous situation - but not the
outbreak of a nuclear war. A look at
what Pyongyang is up to, and how we
got here:

Setting the stage

In March, at around the time of the
biggest annual maneuvers between
the US and South Korea, the North
fired four extended-range Scud mis-
siles into waters off the Japanese coast
in what was intended to be a mock
attack on Marine Corps Air Station,
Iwakuni. Iwakuni is one of the main US
bases in Japan and was the staging
point for F-35 stealth fighters believed
to be training for precision strikes on
North Korea against Kim Jong Un and
his top lieutenants.

The March missile launch was not
as bold as the plan for Guam - the
North didn't tell the world beforehand
and deliberately sent the missiles
much farther north than the base
itself, an easy tweak. But the move sent
a strong message that such an attack
would be possible. The public
response from Trump then was muted.
Nearly two weeks after the launch, he
tweeted, without mentioning the mis-
sile test: “North Korea is behaving very
badly. They have been ‘playing’ the
United States for years. China has done
little to help!” Pyongyang, possibly
emboldened by that and its two suc-
cessful intercontinental ballistic missile
tests in July, appears to be hoping to
send an even stronger message for

Trump to back off with its Guam plan,
or maybe consider direct talks rather
than military action.

Giving notice

The biggest departure from North
Korea's established pattern this time
around was its decision to announce
the details of the Guam plan. Despite
some frightened misinterpretations
otherwise, it is not threatening to
actually attack Guam. But if it does
launch Hwasong-12 missiles to within
30-40 kilometers of the US territory’s
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political buffer against pressure from
Washington and its allies.

Beijing, which is concerned about
the implications for its own security
that a nuclear North Korea poses, is
almost certainly letting Pyongyang
know of its concerns. Pointing to US
threats on Guam serves to rebut
Chinese complaints, at least a bit. But
it could also use another familiar
rationale. North Korea sees annual US-
South Korea military exercises as a
prelude for an invasion. The next big
ones are set to start, on schedule, on
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tive to Pyongyang because they repre-
sent a serious threat that North Korea'’s
air defenses can't confidently protect
against. Trump played that up on
Friday by retweeting a US Pacific
Command tweet saying the bombers
on Guam are ready to fulfill their “Fight
Tonight" mission if called upon.

But there is also a lot of history
here. The US devastated most of North
Korea's cities and infrastructure with a
massive bombing campaign during
the 1950-53 Korean War. Joshua
Pollack, a senior research associate at

HAGATNA, Guam: Watch Room staff monitors the news and updates and coordinate with
agencies on local in an event of emergency yesterday as Guam Homeland Security opens its
24-hour Watch Room operation in response to the threats from North Korea. —AP

shores, its stated goal, it would by any
measure be an exceptionally provoca-
tive move.

That helps explain why it would
decide to give prior notice. To keep
the situation from getting too much
out of control, it needed to explain
itself on the record to defuse com-
plaints from China and make sure
Washington knew it wasn't the open-
ing volley of a Korean War 2.0. The
concern over China’s reaction is
important. China is the North’s key
trading partner and, although neither
trusts the other very much, its biggest

Aug 21. North Korean state media
reports suggest Kim Jong Un could
potentially sign off on the plan at
about that same time.

Pulling the trigger?

Pyongyang has explicitly and
repeatedly stated its anger over US B-
1B bombers based in Guam conduct-
ing flyovers of the Korean Peninsula. It
could use the next one to justify send-
ing its missiles toward Guam as some-
thing of a counter-display.

The B-1B bomber flights, though
largely symbolic, are especially sensi-

the Middlebury Institute of
International Studies at Monterey, in
California, noted the link but cau-
tioned that the North might want to
conduct the launch with or without a
B-1B flight to justify it.

“If we do stop flying bombers at
them for a while, they can declare vic-
tory and go home, and then decide
whether to do it at some later date in
response to whatever,” he said.
“Whether they feel genuinely annoyed
and threatened or simply see this as a
way to justify more missile tests to the
Chinese is a fair question.’ —AP

CAMBODIAN LEADER: BORDER
CRISIS WITH LAOS AVERTED

PHNOM PENH: Cambodian Prime Minister Hun
Sen, who threatened Friday to use force over a
border crisis with neighboring Laos, announced
yesterday that the situation had been peacefully
resolved after he made a lightning trip for face-to-
face talks with his Laotian counterpart.

Hun Sen, an enthusiastic user of social media,
announced on his Facebook page that he had
successfully negotiated with Laotian Prime
Minister Thongloun Sisoulith to have a small con-
tingent of Laotian troops withdrawn from disput-
ed frontier territory, with Cambodia also to
remove its soldiers. His Facebook page showed

video of the two leaders at a news conference.

Hun Sen flew to the Laotian capital, Vientiane,
on Saturday morning, a trip announced just the
day before, when he had set an Aug. 17 deadline
for Laotian troops to withdraw or be confronted
by Cambodia’s military. News media close to Hun
Sen’s government had shown troops in the
Phnom Penh area mobilizing Friday night.

Border crises
Cambodia and Laos have generally warm rela-
tions as both had fraternal communist govern-
ments after 1975. Hun Sen said Friday that the

PHNOM PENH: Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen, second from right, walks as he
arrives from a trip to Laos at the airport. —AP

problem began in April when about 30 Laotian
soldiers entered a no-man’s-land on the border to
stop Cambodian military engineers from building
a road on what Cambodia maintains is its territory
in Stung Treng province.

Hun Sen’s critics have accused him of using
past border crises with Thailand to boost his pop-
ularity. Cambodia’s last major border disputes
were with Thailand from 2008 to 2011, and were
widely seen as benefiting Hun Sen politically, as
he was able to portray himself as a nationalist
protector of the country’s territory. His party won
a strong victory in the 2008 general election, but
lost seats in 2013 and is expected to face a strong
challenge next year. The state news agency of
Laos, KPL, reported Thongloun’s remarks on the
agreement by both sides to withdraw military
forces from the disputed area between the
Laotian province of Attapeu and Cambodia’s
Stung Treng.

“Today, we had frank talks in a friendly manner
and in order to restrain the situation in that area
from being intensified and consequently develop-
ing into military confrontations, | and Prime
Minister Samdech Hun Sen have agreed that the
Lao side will withdraw the remaining military
troops that have been left there since Prime
Minister Samdech Hun Sen ordered the stoppage
of building an access road in that area,” the
Laotian prime minister was quoted as saying.

He said he had ordered his country’s soldiers
to withdraw no later than Sunday morning, and
that Hun Sen was likewise ordering his troops to
stand down. Thongloun said at their joint news
conference that the two sides agreed that their
foreign ministries and border committees would
continue talks on demarcating the border where
markers have not yet been installed. —AP
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HEZB STEERS LEBANON
CLOSER TO SYRIA, STRAINS
EFFORTS TO STAY NEUTRAL

H ezbollah and its allies are pressing the Lebanese

state to normalize relations with President

Bashar Al-Assad’s government in Syria, testing
Lebanon’s policy of “dissociation” from the Syrian con-
flict and igniting a political row. Calls for closer ties
with the Syrian government, including on refugee
returns and military operations on the Lebanon-Syria
border, come as Assad regains control of more territory
from insurgents and seeks to recover his international
standing.

The Lebanese policy of “dissociation”, agreed in
2012, has aimed to keep the deeply divided state out
of regional conflicts such as Syria even as Iran-backed
Hezbollah became heavily involved there, sending
fighters to help Assad, who is also allied to Iran. The
policy has helped rival groups to coexist in govern-
ments bringing together Hezbollah, classified as a ter-
rorist group by the United States, with politicians allied
to Iran’s foe Saudi Arabia, underpinning a degree of
political entente amid the regional turmoil.

While Lebanon never severed diplomatic or trade
ties with Syria, the government has avoided dealing
with the Syrian government in an official capacity and
the collapse of the policy would be a boost a political
boost to Assad. It would also underline Iran’s ascen-
dancy in Lebanon, where the role of Saudi Arabia has
diminished in recent years when it has focused on con-
fronting Tehran in the Gulf instead.

Assad’s powerful Lebanese Shiite allies want the
government to cooperate with Syria on issues such as
the fight against jihadists at their shared border and
securing the return of the 1.5 million Syrians currently
taking refuge in Lebanon. “Everybody recognises (the
dissociation policy) as a farce to some extent, but at
least it contained the conflict and prevented Lebanon
from being dragged even further into what is going on
in Syria,” said Maha Yahya, director of the Carnegie
Middle East Centre in Beirut. “(A normalization of rela-
tions) would be viewed as a victory, if using sectarian
terms, of Shiites versus the Sunnis and will just inflame
tensions even more.”

Road to Damascus

Lebanon’s relationship with Syria has for decades
set rival Lebanese against each other. Syria dominated
its smaller neighbour from the end of its 1975-90 civil
war until 2005. A row erupted this week because of
plans by government ministers from Hezbollah and
the Shiite Amal party to visit Damascus next week.
Although the government has refused to sanction the
visit as official business - citing the dissociation policy -
Industry Minister Hussein Hajj Hassan, a Hezbollah
member, has insisted they will be in Damascus as gov-
ernment representatives.

“We will meet Syrian ministers in our ministerial
capacity, we will hold talks over some economic issues
in our ministerial capacity, and we will return in our
ministerial capacity to follow up on these matters,”
Hassan told Al-Manar TV. Samir Geagea, a leading
Lebanese Christian politician and longstanding oppo-
nent of Hezbollah and Syrian influence in Lebanon, has
said the visit to Syria will “shake Lebanon’s political sta-
bility and put Lebanon in the Iranian camp”.

A senior Lebanese official allied to Damascus
described the row as “part of the political struggle in
the region”. The influence of Iran’s allies in Lebanon was
shown last year by the selection of a longtime ally of
Hezbollah, Christian politician Michel Aoun, as head of
state in a political deal that also installed Saudi-allied
Sunni Prime Minister Saad Al-Hariri.

Syrian Returns

Hezbollah has recently stepped up calls for the
Lebanese government to engage directly with
Damascus over the return of Syrian refugees, who now
account for one in four of the people in Lebanon and
are overwhelmingly Sunni Muslim. The issue is of enor-
mous political sensitivity in Lebanon, although all
politicians agree they must return to Syria due to
strains on Lebanon’s resources and risks to its sectarian
balance.

Hariri has said Lebanon will only coordinate refugee
returns with the United Nations, which says there can be
no forced return of people who fled the conflict, many
of whom fear returning to a Syria governed by Assad.
But one branch of the Lebanese state, the powerful
internal security agency General Security, recently held
talks with the Syrian authorities to secure the return of
several thousand Syrians into Syria following a military
campaign by Hezbollah in the northeast border region.
General Security says the refugee returns have been vol-
untary. The United Nations has had no role in the talks.
An expected Lebanese army assault on Islamic State mil-
itants at the border with Syria has been another focal
point for the debate over cooperation with Damascus.
The army, a recipient of U.S. aid, has said it will lead the
battle alone in Lebanese territory, and does not need to
coordinate with other parties. —Reuters

All articles appearing on these pages are the
personal opinion of the writers. Kuwait Times
takes no responsibility for views expressed
therein. Kuwait Times invites readers to voice
their opinions. Please send submissions via
email to: opinion@kuwaittimes.net or via snail
mail to PO Box 1301 Safat, Kuwait. The editor
reserves the right to edit any submission as
necessary.
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TRUMP THROWS HIS OWN STRATEGY A CURVE

North Korea was finally starting to show dividends, he

threw it a curve. At long last, his administration seemed
to be speaking with one voice on a key national security
issue, a surprisingly elusive task in Trump’s first six months.
But he upended all that with a threat to slam the North with
“fire and fury like the world has never seen” if it provoked
America again.

By inflaming the situation, Trump also may have under-
mined the only serious prospect for resolving the North
Korea crisis: Successful cooperation with China. Trump'’s
strategy has relied on a delicate diplomatic two-step:
Increasing pressure on China in hopes that, in turn, China
will use its influence to get North Korea to abandon its
nuclear aspirations. Trump had been deeply frustrated by
China’s recalcitrance, but there were signs it was finally
coming around, including its vote in favor of the toughest
UN sanctions in a generation - possibly ever.

On its face, Trump’s move seemed to fit a pattern in
which he becomes his own biggest obstacle to achieving
his objectives. Sometimes he exposes divisions within his
administration that others can then exploit. Other times,
Trump stakes out positions so unpopular that needed part-
ners can't afford to work with him. In other cases, he’s
played directly into his critics’ worst suspicions about him.

That tendency has been on display repeatedly, including
in his firing of the former FBI director who had been investi-
gating his campaign’s possible Russia collusion, his “Muslim
ban” comments that sank his travel ban in court, and siding
with Saudi Arabia over Qatar in the Persian Gulf crisis just as
his administration was trying to mediate. With North Korea,
it was the budding prospect for the cooperation he'd been
seeking from Beijing that was jeopardized by his latest
unforeseen move.

In recent months, Trump had been so frustrated by
Beijing’s reluctance to help that he let it be known he was
considering new, punitive trade actions. The Treasury
Department had even prepared unprecedented “sec-
ondary sanctions” targeting Chinese companies and banks
that deal with North Korea. But Trump agreed to hold off
after China, with its UN Security Council vote, signaled it
was finally moving in the direction Trump wanted, US offi-
cials said.

So when Trump seemed late Tuesday to lower himself to
Kim Jong Un’s level, aggressively threatening the North
with physical force, it wasn't just Washington that was taken
aback. “For the leader of the most powerful country in the
world to be talking about the ability to annihilate another
country with a power never seen before not only gets a
reaction from Pyongyang, but from Beijing, and Europe,’
said Jeffrey Bader, formerly President Barack Obama'’s top
Asia hand who now runs the Brooking Institution’s China
program.“That is not helpful to our interests.”

Even before his threat, US officials had been concerned

J ust when US President Donald Trump’s strategy for

that China would only halfheartedly enforce the sanctions.
So Trump’s administration put Beijing on notice it would be
closely monitoring its compliance. Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson was in Asia pressing other North Korean neigh-
bors to be strict, too. He also offered Pyongyang a way out:
Halt missile tests, and eventually, the U.S. would return to
negotiations.

But in the wake of Trump’s threat, it's far from clear that
China - the North’s economic lifeline - will feel compelled
to punish Pyongyang economically, a step that China ulti-
mately feels is against its interests. The sanctions aim to cut
off one-third of the North exports, starving it of cash for its
nuclear and ballistic weapons programs. China may see
Trump’s apocalyptic missive as evidence he isn't truly inter-
ested in the kind of diplomatic solution that would pre-
serve Beijing’s No. 1 interest: Stability in its neighborhood.
Without Beijing’s cooperation, the sanctions would have

negligible effect.

So what drove Trump to upset the balance on North
Korea so dramatically? And why now? One possible trigger
was a news report about a new US military assessment
claiming the North had mastered the ability to fit a nuclear
warhead atop one of its long-range missiles - a key step
toward being able to strike the US. Another may have been
Pyongyang’s threat of “thousand-fold” revenge for the new
UN sanctions.

Trump’s threat blindsided Tillerson while he was in Asia,
according to officials familiar with the timeline. And while
his alliterative “fire and fury” admonition seemed premedi-
tated, Trump aides insisted that while they'd discussed with
the president what tone he'd strike if asked about North
Korea, they didn't know exactly how he'd phrase it. The
aides weren't authorized to comment publicly and spoke
on condition of anonymity. — AP

TRUMP MEETS CRISIS
WITH BLUSTER, RISK

dictable foe. A world on edge. What will the new

president do? Be Trump. Faced with perhaps his
gravest international crisis yet, President Donald
Trump this week responded precisely as his some of
supporters hoped and his critics long feared. The mix
of plain-spoken bluster, spontaneity and norm-break-
ing risk that defined his political rise defined his
approach to a round of fresh threats from nuclear
North Korea. When Pyongyang punched, Trump coun-
terpunched harder - much as he did on a debate stage
flanked by political opponents.

But this was not a Florida debate stage or a low-
stakes celebrity Twitter war of the sort Trump perfect-
ed before entering politics. It was a standoff over
North Korea’s rapidly developing nuclear program,
complete with trading threats of war and the safety of
millions in the balance. Over the course of the week,
Trump unleashed provocative rhetoric and dismissed
the careful or precise diplomatic language favored by
his predecessors.

“They should be very nervous,” Trump said of North
Korea. “Because things will happen to them like they nev-
er thought possible, OK? Still, Trump’s strategy was famil-
iar. He tweeted regularly. He took it personally. He spoke
off the cuff. He talked - a lot - holding a two-day blitz of
press conferences, each yielding moments that immedi-
ately sparked chatter, confusion, criticism and attention.

Anuclear showdown. The world’s most unpre-

On Friday, after striking a slightly toned-down mes-
sage to North Korea, Trump offered that he would con-
sider military action in Venezuela, where the president
has consolidated power and sparked widespread inter-
national condemnation. In the course of a 12-minute
exchange with journalists, the remark raised the
prospect of the use of military force against two coun-
tries in two different hemispheres.

Trump’s pugnacious public talk is matched by his pri-
vate conversations with aides and allies. Trump has told
associates that North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has
disrespected him and the United States and that he
believes the rogue nation will only respond to tough-
ness and the threat of force, according to two people
who, like others interviewed, requested anonymity
because they were not authorized to discuss private
conversations.

Some aides were surprised when Trump declared
Tuesday, soon after word spread that North Korea
had made a nuclear breakthrough, that the isolated
nation would face “fire and fury” if the threat contin-
ued. The president had not used those words in a
conference call with advisers beforehand when dis-
cussing the matter. He also told aides, including new
chief of staff John Kelly, that he had no intention of
softening his tone, according to two White House
officials, who also demanded anonymity to discuss
the conversations. — AP

ANY NEW WAR COULD ESCALATE TO CATASTROPHE

likely escalate quickly to the use of nuclear

weapons, bringing catastrophic casualties not seen
since World War Two and an untold economic impact
worldwide, former US defense officials and experts say.
While the United States has maintained an uneasy calm
with North Korea for more than six decades and spikes in
tensions are not new, recent supercharged rhetoric
between the unpredictable US President Donald Trump
and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un have heightened
the risk of miscalculation that could make that nightmare a
reality, they say.

On Thursday, North Korea upped the ante by saying it
would complete plans by mid-August to fire four interme-
diate-range missiles over Japan to land near the US Pacific
island territory of Guam, after Trump said that any threats
by Pyongyang would be “met with fire and fury like the
world has never seen.” The exchange followed a United
Nations resolution tightening sanctions on North Korea
after it tested two intercontinental ballistic missiles
designed to carry nuclear warheads to the United States.
Trump said on Thursday his fire and fury comment was not
tough enough.

Despite the war of words, for now the US military says
there has been no change in its readiness posture in South
Korea or elsewhere in Asia. Analysts say they have seen no
evidence of any increased alert in North Korea. But they
warned the bluster could raise the risk of miscalculation
that could result in conflict far beyond the scale of the
1950-53 Korean War, which claimed the lives of more than
50,000 Americans and millions of Koreans and ended in an
armed truce, not a peace treaty.

Any new military conflict with North Korea would

“The major thing people are talking about is miscalcula-
tion - we could easily stumble into something with the
rhetoric being so heated,” said Philip Yun, a Korea expert
who was an Asia adviser under former President Bill
Clinton. Yun, now executive director of the Ploughshares
Fund, an anti-proliferation initiative, said the risks were
exacerbated by the “credibility problem” Trump has
acquired due to his frequent off-the-cuff remarks that
often appear to go counter to the more measured remarks
of his officials.

“In nuclear deterrence, credibility is everything and
there’s a situation that if no-one takes you seriously, you
have to do something to make sure you are taken serious-
ly, and that’s where the miscalculation can happen,” Yun
said. With hundreds of thousands of troops and huge arse-
nals arrayed on both sides of a tense demilitarized zone,
the Korean peninsula has long been a tinder box. North
Korea's acquisition of nuclear weapons and its hell-for-
leather development of an array of missiles to deliver
them, have raised the stakes further.

Catastrophic Casualties

Even a conventional clash could cause catastrophic
casualties, given the thousands of North Korean artillery
pieces ranged along the border, at least 1,000 of which are
capable of reaching the densely populated South Korean
capital Seoul and its metropolitan area, home to some 25
million people. “It would be very difficult to eliminate that
threat before the artillery fire could create a lot of damage
on the southern side,” David Shear, who served as the sen-
ior US defense official for east Asia under former president
Barack Obama, told Reuters. “I take projections of casual-

ties of thousands to tens of thousands quite seriously and
that’s just in South Korea - it's possible North Korea could
attack Japan as well”

The real danger of any preemptive US strikes against
North Korea’s weapons sites would be that Pyongyang,
whose conventional forces are considered no match for
those of the United States and its allies, might resort to
using its chemical and biological weapons and ultimately
its nuclear arsenal. Then there is the potential for casualties
running into the millions. “If they did launch they could
potentially wipe out cities in South Korea and Japan, and in
the longer term maybe reach the U.S. West Coast and even
further inland,” said Hans Kristensen, director of the
Nuclear Information Program at the Federation of
American Scientists.

Even if everything went right for the Pentagon, a US
strike campaign against North Korea would take up to a
week to be effective, said Kristensen. A former US military
officer who served multiple tours in South Korea and Japan
said that to succeed completely, it would take at least a
month, given how well protected and dispersed North
Korean targets were. “And it would provoke a massive
North Korean reaction, even when they spotted prepara-
tion for such a strike, or the instant one began”

Yun said the catastrophe would not just be human. “If
we had a war, think about what it means. You are talking
South Korea, the 11th largest economy in the world, Japan,
the third largest economy, and you are talking about
ground troops on the Korean peninsula. “Donald Trump's
agenda would be consumed by this. Nothing else would
get done. It's against his interest and it's not really an
option.” — Reuters
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DOHA: Members of the Qatari security forces, known in Arabic as “Lekhwiya”, dive in a swimming pool at Qatar University on Aug 10, 2017 to sign their names by a painting of Emir Tamim bin Hamad Al-
Thani titled in Arabic “Glorious Tamim’, originally drawn by artist Ahmed bin Majed Al-Maadheed that spread across the Gulf country, as an expression of support for the monarch. — AFP

QATAR CRISIS REDRAWS RED LINES
AND FRAYS AGE-OLD GULF TIES

DUBAIL: It's early morning at a fishing port in Dubai. A
group of mostly retired fishermen are playing cards, eat-
ing dates and drinking coffee at the port’s majlis, a tra-
ditional meeting space. Here, the Emirati fishermen say
they aren’t too worried about the political fallout with
Qatar that’s gripped the region since early June, when
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and
Egypt cut ties with the small Gulf state, accusing it of
supporting extremists. “When it comes to politics, it's
not our business,” Thani Obeid said. “If everyone walks
around saying their opinion there will be chaos.”

Obeid, 65, and Salem Jomaa, 70, say they have faith
in the “wisdom” of the region’s rulers because “we are
one family”. “The Gulf is one home. From Saudi Arabia to
Ras Al-Khaimah (in the UAE) to Oman. We are all broth-
ers, cousins, friends,” Jomaa said. “We are all Muslims.”
Centuries-old ties that bind families to tribes and tribes
to ruling sheikhs underpin the Arabian Peninsula, but
that kinship is now under strain.

The crisis has also upended some red lines, making
what was once illegal now legal, and vice-versa. Chief
among them was an understanding - enshrined in tradi-
tion and government enforced - that criticism of anoth-
er Gulf country or its esteemed ruler could lead to auto-
matic imprisonment and hefty fines. After the row
erupted June 5, those rules changed. Saudi Arabia, the
UAE and Bahrain warned instead that anyone who sym-
pathizes with Qatar or criticizes the measures taken
against it would be imprisoned and fined.

Qatari citizens were also expelled from the three
countries after years of visa-free travel throughout the
Gulf. Transport links with Qatar were cut and Saudi
Arabia sealed shut Qatar’s only land border, impacting
food imports. Saudi and Emirati officials insist the meas-
ures are not aimed at Qatari citizens, but at the govern-
ment. That distinction has meant little to Qataris who
say the blockade on their country and the assault on
their leadership is like an attack on the whole society.

“If they talk about our emir, it's like they are talking
about us. The siege and blockade and making it illegal

to sympathize with Qatar, this is against us,” Ahmed Al-
Khayli, a 36-year-old Qatari said. Speaking by phone
from Qatar, Khayli said he believes the relationship
between Qataris and others in the Gulf has become
“more sensitive”. Many Qataris - who number around
270,000 citizens - believe their small, energy-rich coun-
try is standing up for itself, refusing to surrender its sov-
ereignty. Patriotic fervor has swept through the country.
Towering images of its 37-year-old ruling emir, Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani, are plastered on cars, bill-
boards and storefronts across the capital.

In Qatar and the UAE, where foreigners far outnum-
ber locals, many talk with sincere admiration for their
rulers. It's a relationship that harkens to a time when
tribal elders were responsible for the security of their
communities, which relied on pearl diving and fishing
for survival. Then, as now, tribes in the Arabian
Peninsula intermarried. The expulsion of Qataris sepa-
rated mixed-nationality families, parents from their chil-
dren and husbands from their wives. After public out-
cry, the three Gulf countries said exceptions would be
made for immediate family members, though rights
groups say students and families are still being affected.

Relationships

Hamad Al-Kulaib, a 38-year-old Kuwaiti businessman,
said the crisis “feels like a battle of the egos” between
high-ranking officials. Kuwait, which has remained neu-
tral, is trying to mediate the crisis. “The tension between
Qatar and the Saudi-led bloc is certainly putting all our
social relationships in danger,” he said. Though there
have been fallouts in the past between Gulf states, this
is the most severe crisis in decades.

Saudi and Emirati media have unleashed a barrage of
critical reports about Qatar, accusing it of sedition, lying,
sponsoring terrorism and trying to destabilize the
region. Qatar's support of opposition Islamist groups
and its ties with Iran has unnerved its neighbors. Qatar
says accusations it backs extremist groups are politically
motivated and denies it has ever sponsored terrorism.

Meanwhile, Qatari-affiliated press upped their critical
coverage of Saudi Arabia since the row erupted. Qatar
and the UAE have also traded accusations of hacking. In
the years before the crisis, state-linked news channels
and papers did not criticize a fellow Gulf nation’s ruler
or policies. Officially, at least, Qatar has kept a modicum
of decorum in place. The emir congratulated the Saudi
king and his son, Prince Mohammed bin Salman, when
he was elevated to crown prince in late June. The emir
also sent a cable of condolences to King Salman on the
death of his elder brother.

Those acts sparked a hashtag on Twitter in support
of Qatar, and another hashtag said Saudis still welcome
ties with Qatari citizens. Twitter is also where people
have rallied behind their governments. Emirati social

media star Taim Al-Falasi hit back at accusations that cit-
izens in the UAE were being paid to support the moves
against Qatar. In a fiercely-worded post, she asked
Qataris how they could continue to support their emir
after all the allegations made against Qatar.

At the majlis in Dubai’s harbor, the fishermen shake
their heads when the mention of Twitter comes up.
They disapprove of the fierce words being traded
online.“If you add fuel to a fire, the fire will grow,” Obeid
said. In Kuwait, 27-year-old Barrak Al-Dakhail says the
crisis has polarized opinions there and made relation-
ships among people in the Gulf “awkward”. “If the situa-
tion continues to escalate, it might create a bigger
wedge between the people ... and that’s certainly some-
thing we don’t want,” he said. — AP

MOI CAPTURES 12 ‘ABDALY CELL FUGITIVES...

Continued from Page 1

National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem also
lauded the interior ministry. Ghanem, in remarks pub-
lished by the parliament’s Al-Dostour news network,
said the ministry personnel, led by Sheikh Khaled,
proved that they deserved HH the Amir’s support. He
also indicated at MPs' support and confidence in the
ministry’s personnel, hoping other convicts as well as
fugitives in public funds and state security cases would
be apprehended. The parliament will continue to sup-
port national and sincere efforts exerted by the security
apparatuses, he added.

The cassation court in June overturned an acquittal
by an appeals court and convicted 21 men of forming a
terrorist cell with ties to Iran and Hezbollah. The cell had
planned to launch attacks across the state, according to
the court verdict. Kuwait has protested to Lebanon over
the alleged training of the Abdaly cell by Hezbollah,
which has ministers in the Beirut government. Last
month, authorities expelled 15 Iranian diplomats and
shut down the military, cultural and trade missions of

the Iranian embassy over Tehran’s backing of the terror-
ist cell. Iran said the allegation is baseless.

“The interior ministry announces that security servic-
es have arrested in different areas 12 people sentenced
in the so-called Abdaly cell,” a statement from the interi-
or ministry and carried by the state news agency KUNA
said. Authorities are still searching for two others con-
victed in the same case and still on the run, the state-
ment added.

The ministry named the arrested convicts - all
Kuwaitis - as follows: Mohammad Jaafar Abbas Haji
(sentenced to 10 years in jail); Mohammad Hassan
Abduljalil Al-Husseini (10 years); Mahdi Mohammad
Sayed Ali Al-Mousawi (10 years); Jafaar Haidar Hassan
Jamal (10 years); Youssef Hasan Shaaban Ghadhanfari
(10 years); Hussein Juma Mohammad Al-Bathar (10
years); Hassan Ahmad Abdullah Al-Attar (10 years);
Abbas Issa Abdullah Al-Moussawi (10 years); Issa Jaber
Abdullah Bager (10 years); Basil Hussein Ali Al-Dashti
(sentenced to five years in jail); Hassan Ali Hassan Jamal
(5 years); and Ali Abdulkarim Ismael Abdulrahim (5
years). — Agencies
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KEVIN DURANT APOLOGIZES
FOR INDIA COMMENTS

SAN FRANCISCO: Basketball star Kevin Durant has issued an apology for

calling India “20 years behind” and several other comments about the

Asian country. The Golden State Warriors forward tweeted on Friday that
he’s “sorry that my comments about India were taken out of context.”
Durant said he plans to return to India to run more bas-
ketball camps and meant no disrespect. Durant traveled
to India recently and spoke about the trip in an interview
with The Athletic website published this week.

In the interview, Durant marveled at the “cows in the
street, monkeys running around everywhere, hundreds
of people on the side of the road” and visible poverty.
“It's a country that's 20 years behind in terms of knowl-

edge and experience,” he said, adding that his visit to

the Taj Mahal was eye-opening and not what he'd
imagined.—AP

EZEKIEL ELLIOTT SUSPENDED
6 GAMES IN DOMESTIC CASE

DALLAS : The NFL suspended star Dallas
Cowboys running back Ezekiel Elliott for
six games Friday, concluding after a year-
long investigation that the league’s lead-
ing rusher injured his former girlfriend in
three separate incidents last summer.

According to the letter Elliott received
informing him of the suspension, the
NFL believed he used “physical force”
three times in a span of five days in a
Columbus, Ohio, apartment last July
resulting in injuries to Tiffany
Thompson'’s face, neck, shoulders, arms,
hands, wrists, hips and knees. She was
his girlfriend at the time.

Prosecutors in Columbus decided
nearly a year ago not to pursue the case
in the city where Elliott starred for Ohio
State. In announcing the suspension
under the NFLs personal conduct policy,
the league said its investigation was
based on photographs, text messages
and other electronic evidence.
Commissioner Roger Goodell made his
decision based on the findings and in
consultation with four advisers, including
Hall of Fame player Ken Houston.

Elliott’s ban means the Cowboys will
have four players suspended when last
year's NFC East champions start the sea-
son in a month - with the possibility of
losing two more.

The 22-year-old Elliot has three days
to appeal the ruling, which his legal team
said he would do while blasting the deci-
sion. “The NFLs findings are replete with
factual inaccuracies and erroneous con-
clusions and it ‘cherry picks’ so-called evi-
dence to support its conclusion while
ignoring other critical evidence,” attor-
neys Frank Salzano and Scott Rosenblum
said in a joint statement. “During the
upcoming weeks and through the
appeal, a slew of additional credible and
controverting evidence will come to
light”

If Goodell’s ruling stands, Elliott will
go on the suspended list the first week of
the regular season and be eligible to
return to the active roster Oct. 23. His
first possible game would be Week 8 at
Washington.

NEEDS COUNSELING

The ruling requires Elliott to get an
evaluation to determine whether he
needs counseling or treatment, and to
show proof that he is following up on
any recommendations. NFL special coun-
sel for conduct Todd Jones wrote in the
letter to Elliott that advisers “were of the
view that there is substantial and persua-
sive evidence supporting a finding that
(Elliott) engaged in physical violence
against Ms Thompson on multiple occa-
sions during the week of July 16, 2016.”
Last September, the office of Columbus
City Attorney Richard Pfeiffer cited con-
flicting and inconsistent information in
the evidence in deciding against criminal
charges. Pfeiffer’s office declined com-
ment Friday.

Peter Harvey, one of the advisers to
Goodell, said the NFL had access to
forensic electronic evidence that prose-
cutors didn’t have. Harvey said an exam-
ple was proof that photographs were
taken by Thompson the same day she
alleged that she was injured by Elliott.

Harvey also said some of the explana-
tions offered by Elliott’s representatives,
including that Thompson was injured in
a fight with a woman or by falling down
stairs, weren't supported by evidence. “It
is also important to note that, while
there may be conflicting testimonial evi-

dence regarding the nature and sub-
stance of conversations, there is no dis-
pute that you and Ms. Thompson were
together in the same location on the
dates identified, and no evidence to sug-
gest that anyone else could have caused
these injuries,” the letter said.

Cowboys owner Jerry Jones had main-
tained he hadn’t seen anything to indi-
cate Elliott was guilty of domestic vio-
lence and he didn't think his star back
would be suspended. Jones made the
comments several times, including dur-
ing festivities last weekend when he was
inducted into the Pro Football Hall of
Fame. The ruling potentially could put
Goodell and Jones, a strong supporter of
the commissioner, at odds the same way
Goodell clashed with New England own-
er Robert Kraft over last year’s four-game
suspension for quarterback Tom Brady
over the “Deflategate” controversy.

The NFL revised its personal conduct
policy in 2014 following sharp criticism
of a case involving former Baltimore run-
ning back Ray Rice. The policy gave
Goodell authority to suspend players for
at least six games in domestic cases, with
or without a conviction.

OFF-FIELD ISSUES

Elliott has had a string of off-field
issues in the year since the Cowboys
made him the fourth overall pick in the
2016 draft. He was seen in a legal mari-
juana shop during the preseason in
Seattle last year and was also involved in
a bar fight in Dallas a week before train-
ing camp this year. The NFL'’s letter to
Elliott cited the Ohio case as well as an
incident this past spring when Elliott was
caught on video pulling down a woman'’s
shirt while watching a St. Patrick’s Day
parade in Dallas.

While the league said the St. Patrick’s
Day incident wasn't part of the decision
on discipline, it reflected poorly on
Elliott. “You should understand, however,
that your behavior during this event was
inappropriate and disturbing, and
reflected a lack of respect for women,”
Todd Jones wrote. “When viewed togeth-
er with the July incidents, it suggests a
pattern of poor judgment and behavior
for which effective intervention is neces-
sary for your personal and professional
welfare”

An All-Pro as a rookie, Elliott finished
with 1,631 yards rushing in helping the
Cowboys to the best record in the NFC at
13-3 before a divisional playoff loss to
Green Bay. He set rookie franchise
records for yards, rushing touchdowns
(15) and total touchdowns (16).

The NFL's letter tried to offer Elliott
some encouragement. “While this is a
serious matter, it by no means suggests a
belief that you cannot have a long and
productive career in the NFL,” the letter
said. “Our goal is for you to have as suc-
cessful a career as possible.”

Three Dallas defensive ends will start
the seasons with suspensions. Randy
Gregory will miss at least the entire regu-
lar season for multiple violations of the
NFL's substance-abuse policy. David
Irving is out four games (performance-
enhancing drugs) and Damontre Moore
will sit two games (substance abuse).

Two more defensive players could
face suspensions. Linebacker Damien
Wilson faces aggravated assault charges
in the Dallas suburb of Frisco over a dis-
pute involving a parking space, and cor-
nerback Nolan Carroll was arrested on a
drunken-driving charge in Dallas. —AP

Ezekiel Elliott
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ST LOUIS CARDINALS ASK FOR
HELP IN FINDING RALLY CAT

ST LOUIS: The St. Louis Cardinals are looking for their rally cat. The
feisty feline became an internet sensation Wednesday night, sprint-
ing onto the field at Busch Stadium with the bases loaded for the
Cardinals with two outs in the sixth inning. The cat emerged from
near the visitors’ dugout on the third-base side and raced into the
outfield, the fur on its tail standing on end. Royals center fielder
Lorenzo Cain stood, smiling, with a hand on his hip as the cat sprint-
ed past him. Kansas City was leading 5-4 at the time and play was
delayed for a couple minutes while the grounds crew collected the
cat. On the first pitch after play resumed, Yadier Molina hit a grand
slam off Peter Moylan to give the Cardinals an 8-5 lead. The cat was
instantly dubbed #RallyCat on Twitter, and St. Louis went on to win -
its fifth victory in a row. The Cardinals said Thursday that a fan
grabbed the cat after its grounds crew employee put the animal
down to receive treatment for scratches and bites.—AP
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WU WINS 30-HOLE MATCH,
REACHES US AMATEUR SEMIS

CHULA VISTA: Chia Yen Wu advanced to the semifinals of the US
Women’s Amateur after rolling in a par putt on the 12th playoff hole to
win the longest 18-hole match in USGA history on Friday night. The 13-
year-old Wu made the putt after Lauren Stephenson’s putt lipped out. It
was their fourth time playing the 407-yard 18th hole at the San Diego
Country Club. Wu's 69-foot birdie putt on the 26th hole highlighted the
match. She will face Texas senior Sophia Schubert, a 3-and-1 -
winner over Mexico’s Isabella Fierro. Two of the top five play-

ers in the women’s world amateur rankings will square off in
the other semifinal as No. 3 Albane Valenzuela and fifth-
ranked Lilia Kha-Tu Vu each won their matches 4 and 3.
UCLA’s Vu had pars on 13 of 15 holes to beat 14-year-old
Lucy Li. The match between Valenzuela and Robynn Ree was
all square through eight holes but Valenzuela made five
straight pars for a 2-up lead and birdied No. 14. — AP " P
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KANSAS CITY: San Francisco 49ers wide receiver Tevin Jones (6) catches a 2-point conversion against Kansas City Chiefs defensive back J.R.
Nelson (30) during the second half of an NFL preseason football game in Kansas City, Mo., Friday. —AP

SMITH, MAHOMES SOLID BEFORE
49ERS RALLY PAST CHIEFS, 27-17

KANSAS CITY: Alex Smith led the Chiefs to a
quick touchdown and first-round pick Patrick
Mahomes Il had an impressive debut, before the
San Francisco backups led the 49ers to a 27 -17
victory over Kansas City in their preseason open-
er Friday night.

Smith hit speedster Tyreek Hill for a 32-yard
gain on the first play of the game, and Spencer
Ware capped a 75-yard march with a short TD
run to give the Chiefs a 7-0 lead.

It was the only series for Smith, who finished
4 of 6 for 48 yards.

Mahomes checked in for the first time late in
the second quarter, drawing perhaps the
biggest roar of the night. The 10th overall draft
pick had a long completion wiped out by a
penalty on his first play, but later capitalized on a
blocked punt with a short touchdown throw to
fellow rookie Marcus Kemp.

Mahomes was 7 of 9 for 49 yards as he duels
with Tyler Bray for the No. 2 job. San Francisco
rookie C.J. Beathard hit Kendrick Bourne for a 46-
yard TD pass in the fourth quarter, then found
him for a tying two-point conversion. The Chiefs
promptly fumbled the ball back and Beathard
added a short TD pass to Tyler McCloskey with
10:41 left to give the 49ers the lead for good.

Beathard, a third-round pick, outplayed both
quarterbacks ahead of him on the depth chart.
Brian Hoyer did little to make new 49ers coach
Kyle Shanahan feel good about giving the long-
time NFL journeyman the starting job at the
onset of training camp. He was 1 of 4 for three
yards in two offensive series, going three-and-
out on both of them.

Barkley was first off the bench and led San
Francisco to a pair of field goals, playing roughly
two quarters. He was 10 of 17 for 168 yards with-
out any major mistakes.

Bray was first off the bench for Kansas City.
He had an 83-yard TD pass to Chris Conley
wiped out by offensive pass interference, then
had an errant throw picked off. The fifth-year
quarterback, who has yet to appear in a regular-
season game, finished 5 of 8 for 63 yards.

HYDE’'S BACKUP
Running back Carlos Hyde carried twice for
San Francisco before giving way to Matt Breida
and Joe Williams, a pair of rookies competing for
the No. 2 job. Williams appeared to do more with
fewer chances, showing impressive burst in the
open field.

FICKEN DOES KICKIN

Sam Ficken handled kicking duties for Kansas
City while Cairo Santos deals with a groin injury.
The former Penn State star hit a 45-yard field
goal in the third quarter.

AILING CHIEFS: All-Pro S Eric Berry did not suit
up after missing several practices with a heel
injury. He was joined on the sideline by DE Chris
Jones, LB Tamba Hali and NT Bennie Logan, all of
whom are dealing with knee injuries. TE Travis
Kelce also was out with swelling in his knee.
Chiefs coach Andy Reid has been optimistic that

all of them will be ready for the regular season.

SUFFERING NINERS
The 49ers were without a pair of starters in

the secondary with FS Jimmie Ward (hamstring)
on the PUP list and CB Dontae Johnson sidelined
with a concussion. DT DeForest Buckner left
after the first series with an ankle injury.— AP

BILLS TRADE WATKINS TO RAMS,
GET MATTHEWS FROM EAGLES

ORCHARD PARK: The Buffalo Bills' offseason
overhaul isn't over yet now that receiver
Sammy Watkins and cornerback Ronald
Darby became the latest players to be sent
packing. The Bills dealt both starters in sepa-
rate blockbuster trades on Friday in an effort
to reshape the roster under new coach Sean
McDermott.

Watkins was traded to the Los Angeles
Rams, while Darby was sent to the
Philadelphia Eagles. Buffalo addressed both
positions by acquiring receiver Jordan
Matthews from Philadelphia and cornerback
E.J. Gaines from the Rams. The Bills also con-
tinued looking to the future by further stock-
piling 2018 draft selections. They acquired a
second-round pick from L.A. and a third-
rounder from the Eagles, while also sending
a sixth -round pick to the Rams. Buffalo now
has two picks in each of the first three rounds
next year after acquiring the Kansas City
Chiefs first-round selection in April.

The additional picks provide Bills general
manager Brandon Beane assets in a draft
that looks as if it will have several top-end
quarterback prospects. Bills starter Tyrod
Taylor’s future is uncertain beyond this sea-
son. McDermott acknowledged his most dif-
ficult challenge was not merely breaking the
news of Watkins’ departure to Taylor.

“I'll take it a step further: How do you sell
it to the entire team?” McDermott said,
before outlining his message. “You put one
step in front of the other and we move on,’
he said.”l asked them to continue to trust me
and our decisions in terms of what we're
doing.” Just don’t call it a rebuilding plan ,
Beane said.

“This is not a throw-in-the-towel thing at
all” Beane said. “If we were throwing in the
towel, | wouldn’t be trying to get that start-
ing receiver back.” The deals, however,
involve more changes to a team with just 28
players who opened training camp on
Buffalo’s roster a year ago. The Bills also have
just 14 players whom they’ve drafted, not
including this year’s six-player class.

DECLINED
The trades caught Bills players by surprise
a day after a 17-10 preseason-opening loss
to Minnesota. “It's tough to lose a guy like
Sammy,” Taylor said. “We have to put a posi-
tive lining. It's a win now league. And as a

team, we have to refocus, do whatever it
takes to win games.” Watkins’ future in
Buffalo was already in question after the Bills
declined to pick up his fifth-year contract
option in May. Matthews is also entering the
final season of his contract. When healthy,
Watkins showed glimpses of being a dynam-
ic threat since Buffalo gave up a 2015 first-
round pick to trade up five spots and select
him fourth overall in 2014. He has 153 catch-
es for 2,459 yards and 17 touchdowns in
three seasons, but topped 1,000 yards just
once, in 2015.

Watkins has been hampered by an assort-
ment of injuries and limited to playing just
eight games last season after having surgery
for a broken left foot. He required a second
operation in January after aggravating the
injury last season.

He joins a revamped group of receivers on
a Rams offense that has ranked last in the
NFL in each of the past two seasons. Buffalo
is also retooling its receiver position, with the
trade coming four days after signing veteran
free agent Anquan Boldin .

Matthews was Philadelphia’s most pro-
ductive receiver, averaging 75 catches, 891
receiving yards and six touchdowns in his
first three seasons. But the Eagles signed
free-agent receivers Alshon Jeffery and
Torrey Smith and drafted Mack Hollins and
Shelton Gibson. The key for Philadelphia was
adding a starting-caliber cornerback in
Darby to a defense that plays in the pass-
happy NFC East.

“It's a corner-deficient league. It's hard to
find those guys,” Eagles executive vice presi-
dent of football operations Howie Roseman
said. “And teams that have them aren't really
ready to move them.” Darby started 29
games since the Bills selected him in the sec-
ond round of the 2015 draft. Gaines was a
valuable defensive back in the Rams’ rota-
tion. He won a starting job in 2015, but then
got hurt before the season started. He
became expendable after the Rams acquired
Kayvon Webster this offseason, who is
pegged to start opposite Trumaine Johnson.

McDermott is aware how the trades have
the potential of setting back Buffalo’s pre-
paredness at a time the franchise is in the
midst of a 17-year playoff drought - the
longest active streak in North America’s four
major professional sports.—AP
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LOS ANGELES: San Diego Padres’ Hunter Renfroe, right, reaches for the base after being tagged out by Los Angeles Dodgers catcher Austin Barnes while trying to score on a single by Cory Spangenberg during the third inning of a

baseball game, Friday. — AP

HICKS HITS LATE 2-RUN HOMER TO LIFT YANKEES

NEW YORK: Aaron Hicks awoke a dormant
offense with a two-run homer that sparked a
five-run eighth inning, then threw out a run-
ner at third in the ninth inning to help Aroldis
Chapman escape, and the New York Yankees
rallied past the Red Sox 5-4 Friday night to
stop Boston’s winning streak at eight. The
Yankees trailed 3-0 going into the eighth, but
came back to close within 31/2 games of the
Red Sox. Chapman walked the bases loaded
with no outs in the ninth. Andrew Benintendi
hit a sacrifice fly that Hicks caught in front of
the left-field warning track, and the one-hop
throw to third base cut down Eduardo Nunez
trying to advance from second. Mitch
Moreland flied out to end it, giving Chapman
his 15th save in 18 chances. Adam Warren (3-2)
allowed one hit in 2 1/3 scoreless innings.
Addison Reed (0-1) got the loss.

MARLINS 6, ROCKIES 3

Giancarlo Stanton hit his major league-
leading 40th home run as Miami beat
Colorado. Derek Dietrich blooped a tiebreak-
ing single in a three-run eighth inning.
Stanton hit his seventh homer in eight games.
He neared the franchise record of 42 home
runs set by Gary Sheffield in 1996. Nolan
Arenado became the first player in the majors
with 100 RBIs, hitting his 26th homer for the
Rockies. Junichi Tazawa (2-2) tossed a score-
less eighth and Brad Ziegler pitched the ninth
to record his third save in six chances. Jake
McGee (0-2) took the loss.

INDIANS 5, RAYS O

Carlos Carrasco took another no-hit try
into the late innings at Tropicana Field, losing
his bid on a two-out single in the seventh by
Logan Morrison but leading Cleveland over
Tampa Bay. In July 2015, Carrasco came within
one strike of a no-hitter at Tampa Bay before
Joey Butler lined a two-out single in the ninth
over leaping second baseman Jason Kipnis.
No Cleveland pitcher has thrown a no-hitter
since Len Barker tossed a perfect game in
1981. Carrasco (11-5) won for the first time in
six starts since the All-Star break. He gave up
two hits, struck out 10 and walked two in
eight innings. Edwin Encarnacion hit his 23rd
home run, connecting off Jake Faria (5-3). The
Rays were shut out for the fourth time in sev-
en games.

RANGERS 6, ASTROS 4

Cole Hamels pitched seven scoreless
innings, Elvis Andrus scored each time after his
three hits and Texas handed Houston its fourth
straight loss. The Astros have lost 10 of 13, but
still have a six-game lead over Boston for the
American League’s top mark. Hamels (7-1) lim-
ited the Astros to three singles only six days

after the lefty’s complete game against
Minnesota. Alex Claudio got Altuve, who leads
the majors in hitting, to look at strike three
with runners on first and second for the final
out. The Rangers went ahead to stay with four
runs in the third off Charlie Morton (9-5).

CARDINALS 8, BRAVES 5

Paul DeJong hit two doubles and drove in
three runs as surging St. Louis won its season-
high seventh straight game. Atlanta has lost
four in a row. Adam Wainwright (12-5) went
five innings. The Cardinals turned double plays
in each of the first three innings. Matt
Bowman got his second save. Mike
Foltynewicz (10-7) tied a season high with four
walks in 2 2/3 innings.

TWINS 9, TIGERS 4

Max Kepler and Eddie Rosario homered
and drove in three runs each as Minnesota
extended its winning streak to six. Twins cen-
ter fielder Byron Buxton drew applause from
the crowd at Comerica Park after a spectacular
catch of Miguel Cabrera’s 410-foot line drive.
Buxton, running with his back to the plate on
a ball measured at 109 mph off the bat, adjust-
ed his route and made a diving catch on the
warning track. Mikie Mahtook homered for
Detroit, which has lost six of seven. Ryan
Pressly (2-2) won in relief. Anibal Sanchez (3-3)
allowed five runs in six innings.

WHITE SOX 6, ROYALS 3

Tim Anderson hit a two-run homer to cap a
four-run, seventh-inning rally, Reynaldo Lopez
pitched six strong innings in his White Sox
debut and Chicago won its fourth straight.
Mike Moustakas hit two home runs to give
him 34 this year, but Kansas City lost its fifth in
a row. Aaron Bummer (1-2) pitched a scoreless
seventh and eighth to earn his first major
league win. Tyler Clippard got two outs for his
third save. Danny Duffy (7-8) allowed five runs
and seven hits in 6 1/3 innings.

PIRATES 4, BLUE JAYS 2

Pittsburgh star outfielder Andrew
McCutchen limped off because of a sore left
knee one batter after hitting an RBI double
during the Pirates’ seventh win in nine games.
Tests performed at the stadium showed no
damage, and McCutchen said his knee was
feeling better following the game. Jameson
Taillon (7-5) pitched six innings to snap a
three-start winless streak. Felipe Rivero fin-
ished for his 12th save in 13 chances. Marcus
Stroman (10-6) allowed four runs, none
earned, and four hits in eight innings.

METS 7, PHILLIES 6
Amed Rosario’s first career homer broke a

MLB Results/Standings

Oakland 5, Baltimore 4; Chicago Cubs 8, Arizona 3; St. Louis 8, Atlanta 5; Cincinnati 11, Milwaukee 10; Chicago
White Sox 6, Kansas City 3; Texas 6, Houston 4; Cleveland 5, Tampa Bay 0; Miami 6, Colorado 3; Minnesota 9,
Detroit 4; Pittsburgh 4, Toronto 2; NY Yankees 5, Boston 4; NY Mets 7, Philadelphia 6.

American League
Eastern Division

w L PCT GB
Boston 65 50 565 -
NY Yankees 61 53 535 35
Tampa Bay 59 58 504 7
Baltimore 57 59 491 8.5
Toronto 54 61 470 11

Central Division

Cleveland 61 52 .540 -
Minnesota 58 56 509 35
Kansas City 57 58 496 5
Detroit 52 63 452 10
Chicago White Sox 45 68 .398 16

Western Division

Houston 71 44 617 -
Seattle 59 58 504 13
LA Angels 59 58 .504 13
Texas 55 59 482 15.5
Oakland 51 65 440 20.5

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 68 45 .602 o
Miami 54 60 A74 14.5
NY Mets 52 61 460 16
Atlanta 51 62 451 17
Philadelphia 42 71 372 26
Central Division
Chicago Cubs 60 54 526 -
St. Louis 60 56 517 1
Milwaukee 59 59 .500 3
Pittsburgh 58 58 .500 3
Cincinnati 49 67 422 12
Western Division
LA Dodgers 81 34 704 =
Colorado 65 50 .565 16
Arizona 64 51 557 17
San Diego 51 64 443 30
San Francisco 46 70 397 355

tie leading off the ninth inning, Yoenis
Cespedes and Michael Conforto also went
deep and New York beat Philadelphia. After
Cesar Hernandez hit a tying, solo homer in the
eighth off Jerry Blevins, Rosario connected off
Phillies closer Hector Neris (4-5) to cap a three-
hit night. The rookie shortstop entered the
game batting .161 (5 for 31). Hansel Robles (7-
3) got the final two outs in the eighth and AJ
Ramos finished for his 22nd save in 24
chances. Nick Pivetta (4-8) allowed six runs -
five earned - and seven hits in 4 2/3 innings.

REDS 11, BREWERS 10

Zack Cozart and Eugenio Suarez each had
three hits and two RBIs, and Cincinnati built an
early lead and held on to send Milwaukee to
its sixth loss in a row. The Reds led 10-2
through four innings. Jonathan Villar made it
11-10 with a home run off Reds closer Raisel
Iglesias with one out in the ninth. Eric Thames
followed with a single, but Iglesias retired
Ryan Braun and Travis Shaw for his 20th save.
Homer Bailey (4-6) bounced back from allow-
ing 10 runs over 3 1/3 innings against St. Louis
to hold the Brewers to two runs despite five
walks in five innings. Jimmy Nelson (9-6)
allowed a career-high nine earned runs on 11
hits over just 3 2/3 innings.

PADRES 4, DODGERS 3

Jose Pirela hit a tiebreaking home run lead-
ing off the eighth inning, Manuel Margot
added two solo homers and San Diego beat
Los Angeles. Cody Bellinger had three hits
and two RBIs for the Dodgers, who lost for
only the fifth time in 31 games. Jose Torres (6-
3), called up Friday for the fifth time this sea-
son, went 1 2/3 innings to earn the win. Brad
Hand threw the last 1 1/3 innings for his ninth
save. Los Angeles reliever Ross Stripling (1-4)
gave up Margot'’s second home run to tie the
game in the seventh and then Pirela’s drive in
the next inning.

CUBS 8, DIAMONDBACKS 3

John Lackey won his fifth straight start and
Chicago opened a weekend series in the
desert with a victory over Arizona. Kyle
Schwarber and Alex Avila hit consecutive
home runs off Taijuan Walker (6-6) to start the
sixth inning after David Peralta’s two-run shot
had cut the Cubs’ lead to 3-2 in the fifth. Paul
Goldschmidt’s solo homer with one out in the
sixth ended Lackey’s night. Lackey (10-9)
allowed three runs on four hits in 5 1/3
innings, struck out seven and walked three,
throwing just 85 pitches. He has won five in a
row for the third time in his career but first
since June 6-29, 2008. Walker went five innings
plus two batters, giving up five runs, four
earned, to fall to 0-3 in his last eight starts.

ANGELS 6, MARINERS 5

Mike Trout scored from second base on
Jean Segura’s error in the top of the ninth
inning, and Los Angeles rallied from a four-run
deficit to beat Seattle. For the second straight
night, Trout was the source of some ninth-
inning misery for the Mariners. He had a three-
run double in Thursday’s series opener to give
the Angels a 6-3 victory. A day later, Trout
walked with one out, taking a close 3-2 pitch
from James Pazos (3-4). Albert Pujols followed
with a single and C.J. Cron chopped a hard
grounder that Segura couldn’t handle that
bounced far enough into left field for Trout to
score the go-ahead run. Seattle held a 5-1 lead
going into the seventh inning thanks to home
runs from Nelson Cruz and Mike Zunino, but
the Angels scored four times in the seventh to
pull even.

ATHLETICS 5, ORIOLES 4
Jed Lowrie had two hits, including an RBI
double in a decisive bottom of the eighth
inning, as Oakland defeated Baltimore. The A’s
trailed 4-3 when Lowrie doubled in Matt Joyce

with the tying run off Brad Brach (3-3). Chad
Pinder’s sacrifice fly two batters later drove in
the go-ahead run as Marcus Semien beat a
strong throw from Joey Rickard in right. The
A’s snapped a three-game skid while the

TENNIS

Orioles lost for the third time in four games.
Matt Olson hit his fiftth home run for the A’s off
Orioles starter Ubaldo Jimenez, a two-run shot
in the bottom of the fourth inning that cleared
the 400-foot sign in center field. — AP

WOZNIACKI OUSTS

TOP-SEED

TORONTO: Caroline Wozniacki made some
changes this week to try to change her for-
tune in a city that has not been kind on the
tennis front. Personal driver? Not needed this
time around. Same hotel as before? Switch
that booking. Wozniacki is not only winning
in Toronto for the first time in her career,
she’s doing it against the world’s best.

The 27-year-old from Denmark outlasted
top-ranked Karolina Pliskova 7-5, 6-7 (3), 6-4
in a rain-delayed quarterfinal on Friday at
the Rogers Cup. The match ended just over
five hours after the players took to the court
in the early afternoon for the pregame
warmup. The start was delayed for more
than two hours and three more weather
interruptions followed in the first set alone.

Actual on-court match time was 2 hours,
56 minutes, but it felt much longer. “I just
kept fighting and just kept doing my thing,’
Wozniacki said. In the deciding set, Wozniacki
broke at love to pull even at 4-4. She then
held serve and followed with another break
to lock up a spot in the final four.

Next up will be a Saturday showdown
with American Sloane Stephens, who topped
Lucie Safarova of the Czech Republic 6-2, 1-6,
7-5 before the rain returned in the evening.
Two other quarterfinals were postponed until
Saturday. Fifth-seeded Elina Svitolina of
Ukraine will take on fourth-seeded Spaniard
Garbine Muguruza, while defending champ
and second seed Simona Halep of Romania is
to play Caroline Garcia of France.

Pliskova, a 6-foot-1 25-year-old from the
Czech Republic, was playing her first tourna-
ment as the world No. 1.“She just put every-
thing back,” Pliskova said. “Even my serves,
even some of the groundstrokes. So it was
tough for me to close it and | think it’s tough
to play someone like (that).”

Wozniacki had lost her opening matches
in all four previous appearances on the WTA
Tour’s Toronto stop. Montreal hosts the
women'’s Rogers Cup in alternate years and
she has fared much better there, winning in
2010 and reaching the semifinals in 2012.

PLISKOVA

After dropping the first three games of
the opening set Friday, Wozniacki fought
back by beating Pliskova at her own game.
She matched her powerful groundstrokes
and started going for more winners to take
the momentum. On her heels a bit more,
Pliskova’s unforced errors started to rise. She
smashed her racket into the court when
another miscue gave Wozniacki a 6-5 edge.

Wozniacki used an ace to win her sixth
straight game and the first set.”l just tried to
stay steady,” she said. “(I) tried to take the
ball on the rise and try to stay aggressive
when | could and keep my serves aggressive
too.” Both players held serve through the
second set with Pliskova pulling even in the
match by taking the last four points of the
tiebreaker.

Pliskova used a strong backhand cross-
court to earn the first break of the third set.
She pulled ahead 3-2 as Wozniacki was forced
wide and netted her return. However,
Wozniacki refused to buckle and breaks in
two of the last three games gave her a semifi-
nal berth and a 5-2 career head-to-head mark
against Pliskova. “I think | was maybe a little
bit less tired toward the end,” Wozniacki said.
“I just kept hanging in there and | thought we
both played a really good match.”

Wozniacki spent 67 weeks as the world’s
top-ranked player in 2010 and 2011, but her
ranking has slipped over the past two sea-
sons due to injuries. She dropped to No. 74
last August but has returned to form of late.
Wozniacki has reached five finals this season
and currently holds the No. 6 position.

Since she returned from her injury layoff,
Wozniacki said she’s been enjoying her time
on court a little more and has toned down
her workout regimen. “I'm not old but I've
been on tour for many years,” she said. “(I'm)
getting older and the body can’t handle the
same as it used to when | was 18, 19. So |
just had to really think of that. “I had some
time to just be home and enjoy spending
some time with friends and family and then
came back and was recharged”—AP

TORONTO: Caroline Wozniacki, of Denmark, hits a forehand to Karolina Pliskova, of
the Czech Republic, during a Rogers Cup quarterfinal tennis match in Toronto. — AP
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STRICKER HAS 8TH STRAIGHT YEAR WITHOUT MISSING CUT IN MAJOR

CHARLOTTE: Steve Stricker had to clean
out his locker and head home early after
missing the cut in the PGA Championship
at Hazeltine. That was in 2009. And it was
on his mind Friday at Quail Hollow when
he was outside the cut line and running
out of holes. “It was on my mind today to
play this weekend,” he said. “l wanted to
be around this weekend.”

He followed with two 3-woods that
led to easy birdies, and Stricker shot a
1-under 70 that will allow him to
make the cut. That means the 50-year-
old Stricker has now gone eight con-
secutive years without missing a cut
in the majors.

His 3-wood off the 14th tee reached
the green about 18 feet away. He
missed the eagle putt. On the par-5
15th hole, Stricker drilled a 3-wood up
the hill and onto the green about 20
feet away. He missed that eagle putt,
too. Stricker had another birdie with a
7-iron into the par-3 17th, and then
dropped a shot on the 18th from the
bunker. He hasn't played every major in

SPIETH: ‘NOTHING TO LOSE’
GOING FORWARD AT PGA

every year since that missed cut at
Hazeltine. Stricker went a couple of
years skipping the British Open because
he was trying to reduce his schedule
and that's generally the week of his
wedding anniversary.

At age 50, and Presidents Cup cap-
tain of the US team, he’s getting busy
again. His wife, Nicki, is caddying for
him at Quail Hollow. Both daughters
have been traveling with him this sum-
mer, and Stricker used the British Open
for a father-daughter trip with Bobbi
Maria, who starts her sophomore year
at Wisconsin in a few weeks.

“I'm enjoying it,” he said. “Nicki and
the kids have been out with me practi-
cally every week, especially this summer
and even some during school. We took
our youngest out of school, home
schooled her on the road when we were
out. So I've played a lot more””

Tiger Woods went nine straight years
making the cut - 38 straight majors dat-
ing to the 1996 Masters - though he
played all four of them each year (and

won 10 of them before missing his first
cut). Stricker was quite satisfied making
his 26th cut in a row.

FOXTROT

Ryan Fox caught Quail Hollow before
the rain on Friday and he turned in a 66
to go from a short week at his first PGA
Championship to 1-under 141 going
into the weekend at Quail Hollow.

“Pretty bloody happy, to be honest,”
the 30-year-old Kiwi said. Fox hit only
three fairways in the opening round
and shot 75. He hit 10 fairways on
Friday, and that was all the difference. It
looks as though it could have been low-
er if he had made a few more birdie
chances from the 10-foot range, and a
5-foot eagle putt he missed on No. 7.
But he wasn't about to be greedy.

“Every hole around here, you're just
happy to take a par, and some of those
short putts, you're almost not trying to
make,” he said. “They are so quick. You
can knock it 4 or 5 feet by and three-
putt really quickly.”

CHARLOTTE CONNECTION

Kevin Kisner was born in Aiken, South
Carolina, and now lives off the 17th fair-
way at Palmetto Golf Club. But he has
reason to feel like a hometown favorite
at Quail Hollow. His parents grew up in
Charlotte, so this was almost a second
home when Kisner was growing up.

“I've spent every Thanksgiving and
Christmas in Charlotte from childhood
to marriage,” he said. “Been here a ton.
Got a lot of ties to Quail Hollow - broth-
er-in-law’s father is a founding member
here. We've spent a lot of time in
Charlotte. My 93-year-old grandmother
still lives here by herself”

The decision to live in Aiken was easy.
“When | was playing the mini-tours and |
was broke, that’s the only place | could
afford to buy a house and | went back
there,” he said.”l just love it. | have a core
group of friends that we hang out with
that don't pester me about golf and we
hang out and have a couple beers on the
back porch. That's what | love about it."

The closing stretch at Quail Hollow

punished D.A. Points on Friday. He was 5
under par, at the time just one shot off
the lead, when he came to the 16th
hole. Two holes and two double bogeys
later, Points tumbled down the leader-
board.

On the 16th, he drove into the left
rough and played out to far to the right,
leaving him a bad angle. He hit wedge
to 25 feet, but rolled the downhill putt
about 6 feet by and missed that one
coming back.

And then he headed to the par-3
17th, which played only 177 yards
because of the front pin tucked over the
bunker. “ was in between clubs,” Points
said. “I'm trying to chip a 7-iron and
stopped on it and pulled it and it went
in the water”

Even so, he's trying to remind himself
this has been a good year. Points won
the Puerto Rico Open to get a two-year
exemption, and he has done well
enough the rest of the season to make it
back to the PGA Championship for the
first time since 2013 at Oak Hill. — AP

CHARLOTTE: Jordan Spieth all but con-
ceded that his pursuit of the career Grand
Slam will have to wait until next year. So
he’s approaching the final two rounds of
the PGA Championship like he has noth-
ing to lose.

Spieth shot a 2 over 73 on Friday to
move to 3 over for the tournament but
slipped 11 strokes behind the co-leaders
when the second round was suspended
due to darkness with some two dozen play-
ers still on the course. “I kind of accept the
fact that I'm essentially out of this tourna-
ment, pending some form of crazy stuff the
next couple of days,” Spieth said. “But I'm
sure going to give it a try.”

Closer to the projected cut line of 5 over
than to co-leaders Kevin Kisner and Hideki
Matsuyama, Spieth joked that it would take
a round of “probably 54" to get back in it
before adding that he just wants to score
“as low as | can go.”

Three weeks after a late surge helped
him win the British Open and claim the
third leg of the career Grand Slam, the 24-
year-old was trying to become the
youngest player to have won all four major
championships. After ending the first
round five strokes off the lead, Spieth
acknowledged he needed to close the gap
during Round 2 to give himself a chance.

Instead, it more than doubled. A day
after Spieth didn’t make a putt longer than
5 feet on the new greens at Quail Hollow,
he made only two from 10 feet or longer - a
10-footer for par on No. 7, and a 12-footer
on the 12th for his only birdie of the round.

“Things were in just such tough loca-
tions that it was hard to get the ball to feed
to the hole,” Spieth said. “So it’s a tough
track where they're putting these flagsticks.
It makes it tough to score. ... Just really did-

n't get many looks today, so with one birdie,
it's going to be hard to post a solid round.”

With the tricky greens softer and slower
after a 1-hour, 45-minute rain delay, Spieth
missed birdie putts of between 10 and 40
feet on three consecutive holes, Nos. 15-17.
That came after he ran into trouble on the
10th. His drive on the par-5 10th sliced so
far right that he had to drop in a patch of
pine straw to take relief from a cart path.
His shot from that position went straight
across the fairway and into more pine straw
on the left side. His next shot ricocheted off
a tree and found yet more pine straw.

Then came an approach that hit the
edge of the green but rolled back, a chip
that he left short and finally an 8-foot putt f
or his second bogey of the round. He also
bogeyed the par-4 18th after he sent his tee
shot into a fairway bunker, then clipped the
lip of the trap when he tried to escape and
sent that shot left of the green and left his
chip short, prompting him to take an extra
swing of his wedge in frustration. He missed
a 10-foot par putt and tapped in for bogey.

“It was definitely a lot more gettable
after the rain delay than before, no doubt
about it/ Spieth said. “l played even par
(actually 1 over) after the delay, and that’s
not very good in my opinion.” One of the
main subplots this week at Quail Hollow is
Spieth’s chase to become the sixth player
with a career Grand Slam.

Unless he comes up with a colossal rally,
Tiger Woods will remain the youngest play-
er to complete the career Grand Slam.
When Spieth tees it up next year at
Bellerive, he will be about six months older
than Woods was when he polished off his
slam at the 2000 British Open.

“On to the weekend, to try to fire at
stuff,” Spieth said. “Nothing to lose” — AP

PGA CHAMPIONSHIP TURNS INTO
A TRACK MEET BEFORE DARK

CHARLOTTE: Jason Day remembers hus-
tling to finish rounds of golf in the dark as a
kid. He just never thought he would be
doing it on the 18th hole of a major cham-
pionship.

But the second round of the rain-
delayed PGA Championship turned into a
track meet as daylight turned to dusk with
Day and playing partners Dustin Johnson
and Henrik Stenson racing to their balls
and playing “ready golf” so they could com-
plete their round - and sleep in.

They managed to do it, even though
they could barely see anything as they
were coming up the 18th fairway.
“Obviously to be able to finish and not have
to wake up at 5:30 in the morning (to finish
the round) is big,” Day said.

Day has Johnson to thank for that - and
he did just that with a big hug on the 18th
fairway. With the sun setting fast, the three-
some knew they had to get someone to tee
off on No. 18 before the horn sounded. As
long as one player tees off before the horn,
the rest of the players in that group are
allowed to finish by rule.

Johnson told the group, “I'll do it” He
made his par putt on the 17th hole and
then sprinted to the 18th tee and promptly
knocked his tee shot down the middle.
They could legally finish the round which
was held up for 1 hour, 43 minutes by rain.
Then it became a battle against darkness.

The group, which played so slow all day

and had been as much as a hole behind
everyone else, hustled up the fairway and
knocked their balls onto the green. While
TV broadcaster Jim Nance commented that
he was unable to see their white golf balls
from his seat high above the green, the
threesome was able to finish with the help
of a giant illuminated scoreboard to the
right of the 18th green.

“It was like playing under the lights
which was kind of nice," Day said.”l looked at
it on the screen and it was like we were play-
ing in daylight. It was really odd.” Somehow,
all three players made par on the 18th, one
of the most difficult closing holes in all of
golf. “We all wanted to finish,” Johnson said.
“Walking on No. 17 we knew we were get-
ting really close. | told them | will go putt
and tee off and we will finish from there.
None of us wanted to wake up at 5 and get
ready and play one hole and then sit around
and wait to tee off again. If you can get done
it is definitely worth it to do it

Johnson admitted it wasn't easy gather-
ing himself after running to his ball. “I had
to catch my breath for a second a few
times,” he said. Day said looking back he’s
glad they made the call to complete the
round, but admitted, “thinking about it, if |
went bogey, bogey | would be very devas-
tated right now.”

A similar scenario was taking place on the
ninth hole with a group that included tour-
nament contender Louis Oosthuizen.—AP

CHARLOTTE: Jason Day of Australia, warms up on the 11th hole during the second
round of the PGA Championship golf tournament at the Quail Hollow Club Friday, in

Charlotte. —

GOLF

Hideki Matsuyama

KISNER, MATSUYAMA SHARE LEAD
AT PGA AS WEEKEND STORMS LOOM

CHARLOTTE: Hideki Matsuyama and Kevin
Kisner faced the toughest Quail Hollow had to
offer and share the lead in the PGA
Championship going into the weekend of the
year's final major.

Odds are Quail Hollow won't be the same test
the rest of the way. Clouds quickly gathered
Saturday morning about the time some two
dozen players were finishing the rain-delayed
second round. Chris Stroud picked up a birdie on
the par-5 seventh and completed another 3-
under 68 to inch closer to the lead. He was two
shots behind, along with Jason Day.

Scattered storms were expected the rest of
the weekend. The change in the course was
immediate after heavy rain halted play for nearly
two hours Friday. Players were able to aim at
flags, knowing the putting surfaces were soft
enough that the ball wouldn't roll too far. Day
spoke about being able to smash driver off the
tee because it was less likely for the ball to
bounce through the fairways and into the rough.

Now, it's a sprint to the finish. Kisner and
Matsuyama, both leading a major for the first
time, were at 8-under 134. Day and Stroud were
two shots behind while Louis Oosthuizen and
Francesco Molinari of Italy were three back.

Sixteen players remained under par. Jordan
Spieth figured he was too far back to chase the
final leg of the career Grand Slam this year. He
didn't take advantage of the softened conditions
and shot 73 to go into the weekend 11 shots
behind.

Kisner had the hardest end of the draw, when
the greens Thursday afternoon were as fast they
have been all year and close to the same Friday
morning. And while Matsuyama was in the bet-
ter side of the draw, he did most of his damage
before the storms arrived. The 25-year-old
Japanese star already was 5 under for his round
in tough conditions, and he added two birdies
after the rain. He is simply playing some of his
best golf. The cut was at 5-over 147 when the
second round ended, and there was some dra-
ma. Bernd Wiesberger returned to complete
three holes. He was at 5 over, right on the cut
line, but facing the two easiest holes on the front
nine of Quail Hollow. If he had finished his round
at 4 over - that would have required one birdie
and two pars - the cut would have gone to 4
over and eliminated Adam Scott, Charles Howell
Il and Kevin Chappell.

Wiesberger missed birdie chances, and then
three-putted for bogey on the ninth hole from
50 feet. So not only did the Austrian fail to move
the cut line, he wound up missing the cut with
that bogey on his last hole.

It was his first missed cut around the world
dating to last year’s PGA Championship. And it
gave new life to Scott, who will miss the next
three weeks to be with his expectant wife. Scott
is at No. 61 in the FedEx Cup on the PGA Tour. By
the time he returns, he will have been eliminated
from the playoffs and his season would be over.
So the weekend at Quail Hollow at least gave him
a chance to improve his standing. — AFP

MCGREGOR HOLDS STRONG ON
PREDICTION OF A KNOCKOUT

LAS VEGAS: Conor McGregor is convinced he will
beat Floyd Mayweather on Aug 26, inside of four
rounds. And if the Nevada Athletic Commission
approves the fighters' request to use eight-ounce
gloves, he said he will beat Mayweather in the first
six minutes of the fight. “He'll be unconscious inside
two rounds, really one round, only for the 10-sec-
ond count | will give him maybe surviving into the
second,” said McGregor, who enters the boxing
world with a 21-3 MMA record. “But if it's 10-ounce
gloves, maybe four rounds. But under four rounds
he'll be unconscious”

But if McGregor plans to fight the same way he
worked out for the media on Friday at UFC's exqui-
site headquarters in southwest Las Vegas,
Mayweather shouldn’t have any problem improv-
ing to 50-0. The 29-year-old Irishman simulated a 12-
round boxing match by dancing around punching
bags for roughly 47 minutes, at times looking like an
out-of-sync boxer with wide swings that left his
guard down, awkward combinations and unneces-
sary shuffling. Other times he looked like an MMA
fighter eager to charge his opponent, something he
obviously can't do in a boxing match.

But with as much hype and promotion being
thrown into the ring with both fighters, McGregor
left plenty of intrigue and insists he didn't show
half the boxing skills he honed has a youth in
Ireland, simply teasing anyone in attendance and
everyone else who may have tuned into any
livestreaming on social media.

HARD-WORKING FIGHTER
“I don't know how many times I've shocked the
world, and I'm going to shock it once again,”
McGregor said. “It's not going to end well for Floyd.

i~

It's not going to end well for all the people doubt-
ing me”

The 29-year-old Irishman insists nothing has
changed in his training, other than the fact he can't
use his legs or take his opponent to the ground,
and he’s the same hard-working fighter that won
two Ultimate Fighting Championship titles. “l show
up to the gym, | work hard, and through my hard
work | gain my confidence - that'’s been the same
since day one,” said McGregor, the reigning UFC
Lightweight Champion and former UFC
Featherweight Champion. “The fundamentals are
still there, | show up, | work hard.”’

While speculation is McGregor will be the
aggressor early on, his gameplan and strategy
remain a mystery since this will be his first profes-
sional boxing match. What hasn't been a mystery is
the air of confidence he displays, combined with a
clear disdain for his opponent that has him assured
he will hand Mayweather his first professional loss.

“You can't prepare for me, you can't prepare for
me, you can't prepare for the movement, you can’t
prepare for any of it,” McGregor said. “He can sit
here and watch this (workout), and I'm sure he has
been watching that. Let him watch, let him try and
study, but you cannot prepare for this. There is
nobody in the game that moves like me, that
strikes like me and that has the confidence like me.

“This is a fight that has been in my crosshairs
since Floyd's been opening his mouth, simple as
that. | see a beaten man in his eyes, in his body lan-
guage, in everything he does. I'm going to knock
him out bad, he’s too small. | know he’s fast, | know
he's got good reflexes, | know he's experienced. |
don't care. | hit you, you fall, and that’s it. He will be
unconscious.” —AP

LAS VEGAS: Conor McGregor has his hands wrapped before a media workout Friday, in
Las Vegas. McGregor is scheduled to fight Floyd Mayweather Jr. in a boxing match Aug 26

in Las Vegas. — AP
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PHILIPPE COUTINHO GOING NOWHERE: LIVERPOOL

LONDON: Liverpool insisted on Friday
that Philippe Coutinho would not be
sold at any price amid reports the Brazil
star has submitted a transfer request in
a bid to force a move to Barcelona.
Coutinho is Barcelona’s top target to
replace Neymar following the striker’s
world record move to Paris Saint-
Germain. After having two previous
offers rejected, the Spanish club are
believed to have increased their bid for
the Liverpool forward to £90 million
(5117 million, 99 million euros).
Liverpool are determined to hang
onto Coutinho no matter what offer
Barca make, but the 25-year-old is keen
to move to the Camp Nou and reports
on Friday claimed he tried to push his
club into letting him leave by sending
an email containing the official transfer
request. Coutinho’s demand is believed

to have been rejected by Liverpool, who
only hours earlier had gone public with
their intent to keep the playmaker at all
costs. A statement issued by Fenway
Sports Group, Liverpool’s US-based
owners, said: “We wish to offer clarity as
regards our position on a possible trans-
fer of Philippe Coutinho.

“The club’s definitive stance is that
no offers for Philippe will be considered
and he will remain a member of
Liverpool Football Club when the sum-
mer (transfer) window closes.” FSG’s
statement was an endorsement of
Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp's previ-
ous comments that Coutinho was not
going anywhere. And the German boss,
speaking at his pre-match press confer-
ence ahead of Liverpool’s 2017/18
Premier League season opener away to
Watford on Saturday, said: “I think if

somebody, in this case FSG, is saying
something like this it is the statement.

“I think I have said it already a few
times, but maybe that’s not 100 percent
clear! Liverpool launched their PR offen-
sive at the same time as Sky Sports
News reported a member of Coutinho's
family had released a statement stating
the player’s case. “Philippe has tried very
hard to find an amicable solution to this
situation but to no avail,” the statement
read. “He has tremendous love for the
club and its fans but, like Steven Gerrard
and Luis Suarez have pointed out in the
past, Liverpool does not let its players
leave on amicable terms.”

Coutinho, who joined Liverpool from
Inter Milan for £8.5 million in 2013,
signed a new five-year contract with the
northwest side in January that did not
include a buy-out clause.

Barcelona want Coutinho to replace
Neymar following his compatriot’s 222
million-euro transfer to PSG last week.

They had two previous bids rejected
by the Premier League side but could
yet come back with an offer in excess of
£100 million. Barca believe Coutinho
can step in for Neymar alongside Lionel
Messi and former Liverpool favourite
Luis Suarez in a star-studded front three,
and could also provide cover for 33-
year-old Andres Iniesta in midfield.

Coutinho out of Watford opener

Although five-time European cham-
pions, most recently in 2005, the last of
Liverpool’s 18 English league titles came
in 1990 — before the start of the
Premier League era.

Klopp, however, is determined to
show he is serious about bringing back

the glory days to Anfield by retaining
Coutinho, Liverpool’s top scorer with 14
goals in all competitions last season
when the Merseysiders finished fourth.

But Coutinho will be missing from
the Watford match with a back problem
that could also rule him out of the first
leg of the Champions League play-off
away to German club Hoffenheim on
Tuesday. Asked if Coutinho would play
at Vicarage Road on Saturday, Klopp
replied: “No, he has back problems. He
was not in training since last Friday. No
he is not available, he is also a doubt for
Tuesday, unfortunately.”

Questioned on whether his job now
was to keep Coutinho happy, Klopp
added: “l can't keep players happy. That’s
how life is. “It's not about this, Phil is not
available for us, that’s the biggest issue
that he’s not available to play."—AFP

CRICKET

LANKA SPINNERS PUT INDIA ON
BACKFOOT AFTER DHAWAN TON

PALLEKELE: Shikhar Dhawan smashed a
scintillating century for India, but Sri
Lanka’s spinners struck five times to leave
the tourists on edge after the first day of
the third Test yesterday. Malinda
Pushpakumara took three wickets and
Lakshan Sandakan two, leaving India on
329-6 at the close, with Wriddhiman
Saha on 13 and Hardik Pandya on one.

Pushpakamara rattled the Indian top-
order with his left-arm spin after a 188-
run opening stand between Dhawan,
who hit 119 in 123 balls, and Lokesh
Rahul. Left-arm wrist spinner Sandakan’s
wickets included the prized scalp of
Indian skipper Virat Kohli for 42.

“The Sri Lankan bowlers bowled well
and pulled the match a little bit on their
side,” Dhawan, who celebrated his sixth
Test century, told reporters. “We got a
good start and still feel at the end of the
day, 329 is a good score. Those (who) are
batting now are capable of scoring big
runs,” said Dhawan, adding India are
looking to get 400 and more.

The left-right opening batting team of
Dhawan and Rahul, who made 85, took
India through the first session against a
hapless Sri Lankan bowling attack. Sri
Lanka captain Dinesh Chandimal then
rotated his spinners in the second ses-
sion and India lost three top batsmen in
just 11 overs. The 30-year-old
Pushpakumara, who made his Test debut
in the second Test in Colombo, removed
the openers to bring the hosts back into
the contest.

RAHUL IN ELITE COMPANY

Rahul, who scored his seventh consec-
utive Test fifty, mistimed a drive to mid-
on and Dhawan soon followed his part-
ner to the pavilion. Rahul joined Everton
Weekes, Andy Flower, Shivnarine
Chanderpaul, Kumar Sangakkara and
Chris Rogers on the list of batsmen who
have made seven consecutive 50-plus
scores in Tests.

Kohli tried to stem the rot during a 84-
ball innings, ended when he edged a
Sandakan delivery to slip. Kohli and India
toiled in the last session. The innings run-
rate plummeted from around five in the
morning session to 2.76 after tea. “It's not
easy to score runs out there and even
outfield is not that quick. When Sri Lanka
come out to bat, we are going to make
sure that we squeeze them hard,” said
Dhawan.

Pace spearhead Vishwa Fernando
chipped in with the wicket of
Ravichandran Ashwin, who was caught
behind after a hard-working 31.

“The bowlers came and bowled pretty
well. Especially the spinners. We let them
to 320 (329) for the first day. I'm really,
really happy with the spinners,” Sri
Lanka’s fast bowling consultant
Chaminda Vaas said. “At the end, the way
Vishwa bowled in the last two spells was

LONDON: Teams make a baton handover during a heat of the Women'’s 4x400m relay during the World Athletics Championships in London yes-
terday.—AP

ATLETHICS

BOLT GETS JAMAICA INTO RELAY
FINAL FOR GRAND FAREWELL

also good.l think the way he’s going he
has a future and potential,” added the
former paceman.

India elected to bat first as they eye a
series sweep after taking an unassailable
2-0 lead in Colombo. — AFP

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at stumps on the first day in the third and final Test between Sri Lanka and India yesterday in

Pallekele, Sri Lanka.

India 1st innings
S. Dhawan c Chandimal b Pushpakumara 119
L. Rahul c Karunaratne b Pushpakumara 85

C. Pujara ¢ Mathews b Sandakan 8

V. Kohli c Karunaratne b Sandakan 42
A. Rahane b Pushpakumara 17
R. Ashwin c Dickwella b V. Fernando 31
W. Saha not out 13
H. Pandya not out 1

Extras (b-6 Ib-5 nb-2) 13

PALLEKELE: India’s Shikhar Dhawan, left, plays a shot during the first day’s play of
their third cricket Test match against Sri Lanka in Pallekele, Sri Lanka, yesterday. — AP

Total (for 6 wickets, 90 overs) 329
Fall of wickets: 1-188 L. Rahul, 2-219 S. Dhawan, 3-
229 C. Pujara, 4-264 A. Rahane, 5-296 V. Kohli, 6-
322 R.Ashwin

To bat: K. Yadav, M. Shami, U. Yadav

Bowling: Vishwa Fernando 19-2-68-1 (nb-1),
Lahiru Kumara 15-1-67-0, Dimuth Karunaratne 5-
0-23-0, Dilruwan Perera 8-1-36-0 (nb-1), Lakshan
Sandakan 25-2-84-2, Malinda Pushpakumara 18-
2-40-3.

LONDON: Usain Bolt set the stage for his grand
farewell, powering down the finishing straight yes-
terday to qualify Jamaica for the 4x100-meter relay
final at the world championships. Fittingly, he will
face Justin Gatlin and the United States in the final
chapter of his unparalleled career.

Both nations won their heats early Saturday,
though the US relay squad got the baton around
with more aplomb than Jamaica, which had to rely
on Bolt to clinch victory. And Bolt relished the adu-
lation at the 60,000-capacity Olympic Stadium.
“They've been outstanding so far, and continue to
surprise me and give me energy,” Bolt said.

For the best part of the past decade, though,
Bolt has been 100 percent reliable in getting relay
gold for the island nation. The last time Jamaica
lost a world championship final was in Bolt’s rookie
year in 2007, when he ran the second leg and only
took silver behind the Americans.

Ever since, Bolt has flaunted his power at the
end of every major championship, getting the third
gold medal for himself and sometimes another

world record for Jamaica. This year, however, he
only got bronze in the 100 behind Gatlin. And the
result in the relay is no longer a foregone conclu-
sion. The United States, with Gatlin running the
second leg, won the first heat in a world leading
time of 37.70 seconds. The Americans beat Britain
and Japan, both of which also qualified.

“My team did a great job," said Gatlin, the oldest
of the squad at 35.“They're thinking and acting like
veterans and I'm proud of them.” Christian Coleman
took silver in the 100 ahead of Bolt and it gave the
U.S. team an added boost.

“Having the gold and silver medal on the same
relay team, which hasn’t been done in a long time,
it gives us kind of a confidence booster that the
speed can get around the track,” Gatlin said. Bolt
stepped out on the track for the second heat, and
the Jamaicans needed him. Trailing when he got
the baton on the anchor leg, Bolt powered away,
quickly swept past his rivals and had time to look
to his right before crossing in 37.95 seconds.

Still, Bolt was supportive of his young team-
mates. “They came out here and did the job we
wanted them to do, and that's to get us to the
finals. They executed and ran well for a young
team,” Bolt said. “Over the years, this will be the

LONDON: Jamaica’s Usain Bolt anchors the Men’s 4x100m relay team to win a heat during the
World Athletics Championships in London yesterday. —AP

ROMELU LUKAKU SIZES UP
FAVOURED PREY WEST HAM

‘CHICHARITO’ RETURN

“The Premier League is what you all know,”
Mourinho said on Friday. “I'd say seven teams
to fight for the title and 20 teams to fight for
the victory every weekend, every match.

“The club are also what you know. We are
involved in four competitions and step by
step, match after match, we are going to fight”
United trailed home in sixth place last season,
24 points below champions Chelsea, and have
finished in the top four just once since Alex
Ferguson retired as manager in 2013.

Javier Hernandez was there as the rot set in
under David Moyes and he will make his Old

LONDON: Romelu Lukaku’s remarkable scor-
ing record against West Ham United means he
will expect to hit the ground running when he
makes his Premier League debut for
Manchester United today.

The Belgium international, 24, scored nine
goals in his first nine appearances against
West Ham for former team Everton before the
east London club finally kept him at bay in a 0-
0 draw last April. Lukaku scored a consolation
goal as United lost 2-1 to Real Madrid in the
UEFA Super Cup in the Macedonian capital
Skopje on Tuesday and his team-mates have
been impressed by what they have seen in

NTCHAM OFF THE MARK AS
CELTIC DOWN PARTICK

GLASGOW: Olivier Ntcham’s first goal for
Celtic was enough to give the Scottish champi-
ons a 1-0 win over Partick Thistle at Firhill on
Friday. French midfielder Ntcham, signed from
Manchester City in the summer, grabbed the
only goal of the match in the 26th minute as
Brendan Rodgers’ side made it two wins out of
two in the Scottish Premiership.

It was the perfect preparation for Celtic,
who are now unbeaten in 51 games domesti-
cally, ahead of their Champions League play-
off first leg against Kazakhstan side Astana at
Parkhead next Wednesday.

“We had a lot of control of the ball and
created chances but didn't really have a fin-
ishing touch tonight,” Rodgers said. “We'll play
better, but hopefully tonight’s a game we'll
look back on towards the end of the season
and see it as an important three points.”

Thistle, who were controversially denied a
late penalty claim, slip to the bottom of the

team bringing in the golds.”

In the women’s heats, both nations are also
through. Allyson Felix stayed in line to become the
athlete with the most medals in world champi-
onships history when she helped the American
relay team qualify. Running the second leg, Felix
and her teammates crossed first in a season’s lead-
ing time of 41.84 seconds, beating Britain and
Switzerland. They also advanced to the final.

In the second heat, Germany beat two-time
defending champion Jamaica to qualify along with
Brazil. The Netherlands, with 200-meter champion
Dafne Schippers running the second leg, qualified
on time. Felix has won 14 medals at the world
championships and can move up to 16 if she runs
the 4x400 relay and the United States wins medals
in both events.

In the decathlon, two-time world champion
Trey Hardee of the United States hit the third hur-
dle and clattered into the next one during the 110-
meter hurdles to end his medal chances. In the first
of five events on the final day of the two-day com-
petition, Kevin Mayer of France set a third personal
record to easily stay atop the standings with 5,485
points. Rico Freimuth of Germany was in second
place with 5,377 points, while Damian Warner of
Canada had the fastest time in the hurdles of 13.63
seconds to move into third.—AP

pre-season.

“Lukaku has done a great job with the clubs
that he has been at,” said United right-back
Antonio Valencia. “l am a kid next to Romelu.
He truly is strong. | have seen him work on the
field and in the gym.

Trafford return on Sunday after joining West
Ham from Bayer Leverkusen in a £16 million
deal. The 29-year-old Mexican, known as
‘Chicharito’ (Little Pea), was a crowd favourite
during his five years at United, scoring 59

. . . oals for the club and playing a part in two
“It's truly incredible to see his strength, g playing a p

d the intelli h W league title successes.
power an € Inteligence he possesses. 1e He admits it will be a strange experience to

hope it is a good year for him and the team! line up at his old stomping ground in the

L_ukaku, a £75 million (397.3 million, 82.4 mil- colours of a different team, but says he will not
lion euros) capture from Everton, could be one . . P
allow sentiment to cloud his focus. “It's my old

of three players making league debuts for ) )
United today along with Victor Lindelof and club with my old fans and r:\y °|d. stadium, so
Nemanja Matic. pro”bably | canngt celebrate,” he said. _
United manager Jose Mourinho used a But as well it would be my first goal with
my comeback with a club that has a lot of con-

conservative 5-3-1-1 system against Real fd ) "West H S| Bili
Madrid, but is likely to be bolder against West énce In me. YVest Ham manager >laven bllic
has reshaped his squad extensively since last

Ham, who have not won at Old Trafford in 10 ) .
season’s 11th-place finish.

years. Mourinho has no new injury concerns, : .

with Marcos Rojo, Luke Shaw and Ashley Former Manchester City pair Jge Hart and

Young his only long-term absentees. Pablo Za.baleta an'd. star signing Marko

Defenders Eric Bailly and Phil Jones return to  Arnautovic, a £20 million recruit from Stoke

contention after sitting out the Super Cup  City, could all make their competitive debuts

through suspension. on Sunday. Left-back Aaron Cresswell and cap-
tain Mark Noble are expected to shake off

Having led United to League Cup and 'aln i !
Europa League glory last season, Mourinho's ~ injuries, but Cheikhou Kouyate, Manuel
Lanzini, Michail Antonio, Andy Carroll and

challenge for the new campaign is to turn
them into title contenders. Diafra Sakho are all sidelined. —AFP

table on goal difference. Partick manager
Alan Archibald had no doubts his side should
have had a spot-kick. “It is a foul anywhere
else on the pitch. It's a big call in the last
minute of a game against Celtic and you
don't tend to get them,” Archibald said.

“| was disappointed to lose a goal from a
set play but credit to the guys as they hung in
there!” As expected, Celtic made wholesale
changes from the inexperienced side that
thrashed Kilmarnock in the League Cup, with
only Craig Gordon, Kieran Tierney and Jonny
Hayes retaining their places. The changes did-
n't seem to disrupt the Glasgow club, who dom-
inated from the start and missed a couple of
early chances. Despite deputising in the centre
of defence because of injuries, Israeli interna-
tional Nir Bitton wasn't slow in getting forward
and the midfielder forced Tomas Cerny to push
his curling free-kick round the post after he lift-
ed it over the wall.—AFP
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LONDON: Burnley’s Stephen Ward (left) celebrates scoring a goal during the English Premier League football match between Chelsea and Burnley at Stamford Bridge stadium yesterday. — AP

BURNLEY STUN NINE-MAN CHELSEA

@ Chelsea

5

2
)

LONDON: Champions Chelsea had Gary Cahill and
Cesc Fabregas sent off as the defence of their
Premier League title began with a stunning 3-2
home defeat by Burnley on Saturday. Disjointed
and embarrassed in the first half, Chelsea threat-
ened to mount the most unlikely of comebacks in a
stirring second-half display, but just failed to over-
come their numerical disadvantage.

Sam Vokes was Burnley’s match-winner with a

Burnley

brace and Alvaro Morata’s lively Chelsea debut - a
goal and an assist for David Luiz - came in vain.
Chelsea manager Antonio Conte’s bleak afternoon
began in the 14th minute when new club captain
Cahill was shown his first red card in five seasons.
Attempting to dribble forward, Cahill saw the ball
run away from him and tried to block Steven
Defour’s clearance. Instead, his studs caught the
Belgium midfielder on the shin and while it was
accidental, it was also reckless and referee Craig
Pawson immediately brandished the red card. The
composure of the Chelsea players disappeared for
the remainder of a half that will not be quickly for-
gotten. Fabregas was booked for sarcastically
applauding Pawson'’s decision to give a free-kick
against him and much worse was to follow.

That was due in part to the belief that Burnley
now possess, having retained their Premier League

status last season. The visitors were also assisted by
disarray in the Chelsea defence in spite of the intro-
duction of Andreas Christensen to replace unfortu-
nate debutant Jeremie Boga. Without Cahill to
guide him through his defensive duties, Luiz lapsed
into carelessness.

ECHOES OF MOURINHO

He ought to have been closer to Burnley striker
Vokes when Matthew Lowton curled in a 24th
minute cross, but the Welshman was given space to
clip a volley off Luiz's heels and past Thibaut
Courtois. Six minutes before half-time, left-back
Stephen Ward made it 2-0 in stunning fashion.
Ignoring the obvious opportunity to launch a cross
into the Chelsea area, the visitors played a free-kick
short. After a one-two with the excellent Jack Cork,
Ward strode onto the return pass and let fly with a

BRITOS LATE

SHOW DENIES

rasping left-foot shot that flew into the top-right
corner. It took 40 minutes before Luiz launched
Chelsea’s first shot in anger high over the bar. While
that was speculative, Burnley were being clinical.
They chose to play another free-kick short in the
43rd minute. This time it was Defour who curled
the ball into the area. Vokes drifted away from the
static Luiz and powered home a header that gave
Courtois no chance.

Stamford Bridge was stunned. The Chelsea sup-
porters vented their anger towards referee Pawson,
while the delirious Burnley fans sang:“We are top of
the league!” It is only one game, yet the parallels
with Chelsea’s last defence of a Premier League title
two seasons ago under Jose Mourinho were
uncanny. Not least because Willian stood up as the
only player with any heart for the first hour.

After N'Golo Kante had seen a shot deflected

LIVERPOOL WINNING START

/> Watford

I,
Jﬁ -,

WATFORD: Miguel Britos added to Liverpool manag-
er Jurgen Klopp's frustrations with an added-time
equaliser that ensured Watford salvaged a point fol-
lowing a 3-3 draw at Vicarage Road yesterday.

Klopp had spent the previous 24 hours handling
the fall-out from Philippe Countinho’s transfer
request after the club rejected Barcelona’s £90 mil-
lion ($117.1 million, 99 million euros) bid for the
Brazil playmaker.

Liverpool remain adamant Coutinho will not
leave and it looked like Klopp might find relief from
the saga when debutant Mohamed Salah gave the
visitors the lead after they had twice come from
behind. Sadio Mane’s 29th-minute effort had can-
celled out Stefano Okaka'’s eighth-minute header,
only for Abdoulaye Doucoure to immediately restore
the home side’s lead.

Liverpool, who were without Coutinho, were back
level in the 55th minute through Roberto Firmino’s
penalty. But with Salah’s 57th-minute goal looking as
though it would be decisive, Britos bundled the ball
home deep in stoppage time after Simon Mignolet
had pushed Richarlison’s shot against the bar.

For all the close-season transfer dealings, both
starting line-ups carried a familiar look, with
Nathaniel Chalobah the home side’s only new face
and Salah the lone Liverpool debutant.

For Klopp's side, it appeared to be a case of same
old faces, same old problems, as they allowed
Watford to twice take the initiative during the first
half on the back of defensive errors.

The opening goal was certainly one to frustrate
Klopp as Okaka took full advantage of Liverpool’s
lack of organisation as they failed to defend Jose
Holebas's corner. Roberto Pereyra had broken threat-
eningly after being sent clear by Okaka and was
unfortunate to see his shot deflected wide off Dejan
Lovren following a twisting run that had opened up

Liverpool

the visitors' defence.

Holebas swung in the resulting corner towards
the near post, where it was headed home by Okaka,
who had been allowed to advance unchecked, with
Roberto Firmino in particular guilty of failing to react.

It was the perfect start for Watford manager
Marco Silva, but for Klopp it was an early reminder of
the problems that need to be eradicated if Liverpool
are to prove genuine title contenders. The other side
of Liverpool was demonstrated 21 minutes later
when Mane levelled in spectacular fashion.

FIRMINO FLICK

The Senegalese forward, who started the game
on the left, picked up the ball on the right and
worked his way across the pitch before exchanging
passes with Alberto Moreno.

Moreno played the ball in to Emre Can, whose
flick set up Mane for a precise finish.

It was an incisive breakthrough, but the good
work was almost immediately undone when Watford
made their way too easily down the right-hand flank
in the build-up to Doucoure’s goal.

Doucoure was at the heart of the move, releasing
Tom Cleverley, whose low cross was met with an
attempted clearance by Trent Alexander-Arnold.

But the ball ricocheted off team-mate Joel Matip’s
back, allowing Doucoure to add the home side’s sec-
ond. Once again Liverpool had been responsible for
their own plight, although Watford’s positive
approach was unsettling Klopp’s side.

The visitors’ response in the second half con-
firmed the attacking strengths of this Liverpool side.

Within 10 minutes of the restart, the Reds were
back level after a superb flick by Firmino sent Salah
clear. The winger was brought down by Heurelho
Gomes as he attempted to round the goalkeeper
and Firmino finished from the penalty spot.

Three minutes later, Firmino again produced a
moment of exceptional skill as he made up for his
error on the opening goal.

The striker brought down Moreno’s floated pass
before lifting the ball over the advancing Gomes and
Salah ensured the chance was not wasted by
bundling home from close range.

Liverpool’s victory looked assured, only for Britos
to reward Watford's persistence at the death. —AFP

onto the roof of the net in first-half stoppage time
and Marcos Alonso had been denied by Tom
Heaton, Willian began to haul Chelsea back into the
contest. The Brazilian curled an exquisite 69th-
minute cross into space behind the Burnley
defence and substitute Morata stooped to guide a
diving header past Heaton, just nine minutes after
coming on. Had Morata not touched a goal-bound
Christensen shot over the line five minutes later, it
would have been 3-2 sooner. But the offside flag
was raised. All seemed lost when Fabregas earned a
second yellow card for lunging in on Cork nine min-
utes from time. That was until Luiz sprinted onto
Morata'’s pass and volleyed in to bring the nine men
to within a goal of Burnley. A frantic finish saw
Burnley’s Robbie Brady strike the post with a free-
kick, while Chelsea’s pressure just failed to bring an
equalizer.— AFP

THRILLING EPL START AS ARSENAL EDGES LEICESTER

@ Arsenal 4 )
@ Leicester 3 )I

LONDON: The Premier League made a
thrilling return, and Arsenal finally had some-
thing to celebrate on the opening weekend.
It took the arrival of Aaron Ramsey and
Olivier Giroud from the bench in the second
half to turn it around against Leicester and
give Arsenal only its second opening-day vic-
tory in eight seasons.

In the league’s first Friday night start,
Arsene Wenger's side was trailing 3-2 with
seven minutes remaining but Ramsey
grabbed the equalizer and Giroud headed in
an 85th-minute winner. “We kept going and
the spirit of the team was absolutely out-

standing,” Wenger said. “If you look at that
from a neutral point, for a first game it was a
top quality game.

“You want the Premier League to be the
best league in the world and | think it has to
produce these kind of games to produce
interest and quality.” Even if the thrilling
attacks were aided by such fragile defending.

Arsenal record-signing Alexandre
Lacazette launched his English league career
in style by heading in the opener after 94
seconds. A predictable Arsenal implosion fol-
lowed, with Shinji Okazaki and Jamie Vardy
putting Leicester in front. Even after Danny
Welbeck leveled on the stroke of halftime,
Vardy restored Leicester’s lead after the
break. Leicester was heading for something
it didn't even achieve in its astonishing 2015-
16 title-winning campaign: a win at Arsenal.
“We saw it though for 83 minutes,’ Leicester
manager Craig Shakespeare said, “and to
concede two late set-plays in the manner we
did is obviously hard to take.” Instead,

LONDON: Arsenal’s Olivier Giroud controls the ball during their English Premier League
match between Arsenal and Leicester City at the Emirates stadium on Friday. — AP

Wenger avoided a third consecutive season-
opening loss at the start of his new two year
contract. The Frenchman will be hoping it’s a
sign of changing fortunes after a season
when he reached his nadir. Although Arsenal
signed off in May by lifting the FA Cup, a
fifth-place finish ensured the north London
club failed to qualify for the Champions
League for the first time in two decades.

This was the perfect lift-off for Arsenal,
particularly for Lacazette. The first touch
from the 60 million euros ($68 million) sign-
ing was at kickoff. His second was to meet
Mohamed Elneny’s cross with a powerful
header past goalkeeper Kasper Schmeichel.
Lacazette, recruited from Lyon, savored the
moment, opening his arms out wide to take
in the acclamation of his new home.
Arsenal’s defense, though, was still on its
summer break. Just 160 seconds after
Lacazette scored, Arsenal goalkeeper Petr
Cech was picking the ball out of his net.
Harry Maguire nodded Marc Albrighton’s
cross back into the path of Okazaki who
headed Leicester level.

Before completing a half-hour of the sea-
son, Arsenal was trailing. Again, Albrighton
was the architect, afforded far too much
space to rampage down the left flank before
crossing low for Vardy to turn the ball into
the net.

How quickly optimism faded as Arsenal’s
enduring defensive flaws were exposed so
soon. There was a lifeline for Wenger before
halftime when Welbeck met Sead Kolasinac's
cross to tap in an equalizer.

Leicester, however, was back in front 11
minutes into the second half. Cech initially
tipped over Riyad Mahrez’s shot but the lat-
ter turned provider from the resulting corner.
The defense failed to check Vardy ghosting
into the penalty area and the striker was
unmarked as he nodded in the corner.

“We're top of the league,” Leicester fans
chanted for the first time since May 2016
when their club was in possession of a
Premier League trophy that Arsenal has not
lifted since 2004.—AP
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PHOENIX: A shopper looks at t-shirts at a Marshalls & Home Goods retail store, part of the TJX Companies brand, in Phoenix. The Labor Department reports on US consumer prices for July. — AP

US CONSUMER PRICES UP SLIGHT 0.1% IN JULY

WASHINGTON: Consumer prices posted a
slight gain in July, with higher costs for med-
ical care and clothing offsetting declines for
hotel stays and consumer cellphone plans.

The Labor Department said Friday that its
consumer price index edged up 0.1 percent
last month after no gain in June and a 0.1 per-
cent fall in May. Core inflation, which excludes
volatile energy and food changes, was also up
aslight 0.1 percent in July.

Both overall inflation and core inflation
have risen an identical 1.7 percent over the
past 12 months. That shows that inflation pres-
sures remain well under control. In fact, a sep-

INFLATION FALLING FARTHER FROM FED'S 2% GOAL

arate inflation gauge favored by the Federal
Reserve has been slowing this year, raising
concerns that inflation is falling farther from
the Fed's 2 percent goal.

“Today'’s report is just the sort of ammuni-
tion the Fed doves need to argue against addi-
tional rate hikes this year,” said Chris Rupkey,
chief financial economist at MUFG in New
York, referring to the group of Fed officials
who generally argue for a go-slow approach
to hiking interest rates.

The Fed has raised its benchmark interest
rate in March and June, and has signaled it
plans a third rate hike before year’s end. But

private economists say the Fed may stand pat
for the rest of 2017 unless inflation accelerates
in coming months. The Fed’s preferred infla-
tion gauge showed a 12-month price gain of
2.2 percent in February, but its latest reading
has slowed to a gain of just 1.4 percent.

Joel Naroff, chief economist at Naroff
Economic Advisors, said that the low inflation
is actually a break for consumers at a time
when wage growth continues to lag.

“The Fed may want inflation to pick up but
that would not be good news to households,’
Naroff said. “The only way spending power
has increased at all is that inflation has

ELUSIVE BREXIT CLARITY MEETS
SOBER ECONOMIC REALITY

DUBLIN: Last time British Prime Minister
Theresa May returned from a walking holiday,
she called what turned out to be-for her-a dis-
astrous election.

Not this time, it is assumed. But financial
markets and an eager public hoping she can
provide some Brexit clarity will probably have
to balance it with another week of sobering
economic reality. Less than 20 months out
from Britain’s March 2019 exit date from the
European Union, May’s government has yet to
agree on what kind of divorce it wants, let
alone make any meaningful progress on the

terms with EU counterparts.Some detail may
come with London expected to publish a
number of position papers setting out its
negotiating stance on a range of issues ahead
of the next round of talks between negotiators
in the last week of August. Whether or not
they paint a clearer picture of post-Brexit
immigration, trade and regulation remain to
be seen-as does the reaction of the EU itself.
But the latest economic snap shots next
week of wages, retail sales and inflation will
probably underline the economic challenge
gradually building up. Economists polled by

Reuters expect to see inflation tick up to 2.7
percent when figures for July are released on
Tuesday before peaking at 2.9 percent in the
last quarter of 2017. By contrast, labour market
data on Wednesday will show how far pay
increases lagged rising prices. The data is pro-
jected to show 1.8 percent year-on-year growth
for total wages in the three months to June.

Thursday’s retail sales report, meanwhile is
equally as unlikely to brighten economists’
view that the world’s fifth largest economy will
expand by 0.3 percent a quarter on average
over the coming year.

That compares with 0.4 percent in the EU
countries that use the euro, a trend likely to be
confirmed by next week’s second quarter
gross domestic product releases for Germany,
Italy and the euro zone as a whole.

“We expect the next round of key UK data
releases to be the final nail in the coffin for a
2017 Bank of England rate hike,” Viraj Patel,
currency strategist at ING, wrote in a note.

“While higher inflation figures may keep
lingering hopes (for a rate hike) alive, the slow-
ing trend in consumer activity, as well as
uncertainty over the degree of slack in the

labor market, should keep the hawks at bay.”

The Bank of England cut interest rates to a
record low 0.25 percent in the months follow-
ing last year’s Brexit vote and they won't be
lifted until 2019, a Reuters poll forecast on
Thursday, a week after a Brexit-wary BoE cut
forecasts for growth and wages.

Nafta negotiations

Amid a similarly packed US economic cal-
endar, talks also get under way on the North
American Free Trade Agreement between the
United States, Mexico and Canada with mar-
kets keeping an eye out-mainly on U.S.
President Donald Trump's Twitter feed-for
fresh rumblings on trade protectionism.

Renegotiation, or the ditching, of NAFTA
was a key campaign promise of Trump’s, who
frequently called the 23-year-old trade pact a
“disaster” that has drained US factories and
well-paid manufacturing jobs to Mexico.

Mexico’'s economy minister told Reuters on
Tuesday that he saw a 60 percent probability
that talks will be wrapped up by a soft end-of-
year deadline, but that nothing was certain.

The talks begin on Wednesday, the same
day minutes for the Federal Reserve’s last poli-
cy meeting are published, giving an insight
into whether policymakers were increasingly
split on the outlook for inflation last month.

Fed chiefs will have plenty to chew on in
real time with retail sales numbers for July due
out on Tuesday and consumer sentiment and
manufacturing surveys to follow later in the
week. “One question for the consumer back-
drop is whether we are seeing any squeeze in
confidence from the latest political chaos in
Washington,” said Investec economist Victoria
Clarke. Elsewhere, Japan also reports GDP for
Q2 while there is a flurry of releases from
China on Monday with retail sales and indus-
trial output set to be keenly watched after last
week’s disappointing trade data raised con-
cerns over global demand. — Reuters

remained below the Fed'’s target rate.” Fed
Chair Janet Yellen has attributed the inflation
slowdown to temporary factors such as a
price war in the cellular phone industry that
has pushed monthly mobile phone charges
down. But she has also indicated that if her
view is proven wrong, she is ready to support
a change in the Fed’s plans for rate hikes. The
Fed meets again in September. Analysts
believe it will keep rates unchanged and may
not hike again until December.

For July, the CPI report showed that month-
ly wireless phone charges dropped 0.3 per-
cent. They are now down 13.3 percent over

the past 12 months, the biggest 12-month
decline in cell phone charges in 16 years. The
costs of hotel and motel stays plunged a
record 4.9 percent in July, the biggest one-
month on records that go back to 1997.

Clothing costs, which had been falling, rose
0.3 percent in July. Medical costs showed a 0.3
percent increase in medical services and an
even bigger 1 percent jump in medical prod-
ucts such as drugs. Energy costs dipped a
slight 0.1 percent in July with the cost of gaso-
line unchanged. Food costs were up a modest
0.2 percent. — AP

GAS CRUNCH FORCES
VENEZUELANS TO
TURN TO FIREWOOD

PUERTO ORDAZ/CARACAS: Venezuelan
homemaker Carmen Rondon lives in the
country with the world’s largest oil
reserves, but has spent weeks cooking
with firewood due to a chronic shortage
of home cooking gas - leaving her hoarse
from breathing smoke.

Finding domestic gas cylinders has
become increasingly difficult, a problem
that oil industry analysts attribute to
slumping oil output in the OPEC nation -
which is struggling under an unraveling
socialist economy.

State oil company PDVSA says the
problem is due to difficulties in distribut-
ing tanks amid four months of anti-gov-
ernment protests in which its trucks have
been attacked.

“I've spent three weeks cooking with
wood and sometimes the food does not
even soften properly, | can’t stand it any-
more,” said Rondon, as she lined up to buy
a cylinder under the scorching sun in the
city of San Felix in southern Venezuela.

More than 100 people were ahead of
her in line. Nine out of 10 Venezuelan
homes rely on cylinders for home gas
usage, with only 10 percent receiving it
via pipelines, according to official figures.
The government launched a plan 12 years
ago to bring some 5 million households
onto the natural gas network but was
unable to follow through.

Venezuela’s socialist economy has
been in free-fall since the oil price col-
lapse in 2014, creating shortages of
everything from diapers to cancer med-
ication and spurring inflation to triple-
digit levels.
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President Nicolas Maduro says he is
the victim of an “economic war” by the
opposition, and says violent street
protests are part of an effort to overthrow
him. With oil output near 25-year lows,
PDVSA has been forced to import liquid
petroleum gas, or LPG, which is used to
fill natural gas cylinders. Venezuela
imported 26,370 barrels per day of LPG in
the first half of 2017, according to data
seen by Reuters. PDVSA did not respond
to a request for comment.

Long lines to buy cylinders have
spurred protests. Demonstrators in May
burned 22 PDVSA trucks in a single day in
response to the shortages. The company
says it is now distributing gas cylinders at
night and before daybreak due to such
protests, which also include roadblocks
that prevent free movement of vehicles.

“It's not fair that a country with so much
oil is going through this,” complained Maria
Echeverria, a 44-year-old homemaker, who
started waiting at dawn to buy a gas cylin-
der in San Cristobal, near the border with
neighboring Colombia. — Reuters
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JOB APPLICATIONS: HOW MANY IS TOO MANY?

Bayt.com weekly report

tive. Competition always exists. Perhaps it varies

by region or industry, but there are often hun-
dreds of candidates competing for one position at a
time. At Bayt.com, the Middle East’s #1 Job Site, we
recommend job seekers to be as active as possible
when it comes to their CVs, profiles, and all other
elements that contribute to a successful job applica-
tion. Job seekers also need to pay attention to the
relevance of their CV to every job they apply for.
They need to make sure they are actually qualified in
order to catch the employer’s attention.

But in face of the tough competition and the vari-
ous requirements that employers set in place, job
seekers often ask: how many jobs do | need to apply
for? Is two enough? Five? 10? 100?

Simply put, there is no magic number. Some job
seekers apply for tens or hundreds of jobs before
landing that opportunity that suits their needs.
Others find their ideal position fairly quickly. It really
depends on many different elements that we will
discuss below.

But keep in mind that you shouldn’t be thinking
in terms of numbers anyway. Instead, think about
progress, learning, and goal obtainment. Every job

It not news that the job market is quite competi-

application is a learning experience. Every interview
is a round of practice. Every day as a job seekers is a
full time job of planning and strategizing and grow-
ing professionally. Here are some questions, howev-
er, that you should ask yourself if you are uncertain
about your job search efforts.

Are you doing enough?

Most of the time when job seekers have doubts
about how many jobs they should apply for, it is
because they feel that they are not putting in
enough effort. If you ever feel this way, then the
answer is prepare more and apply for more opportu-
nities. Being a job seeker is not simply clicking a but-
ton. It is about researching, reading, writing, improv-
ing, networking, consulting, and trying. In order to
have a successful job application, you need to put in
your 100% and be certain that you did that for every
single job application.

Are you pursuing many paths?

Maybe you are a fresh graduate who is willing to
explore different career paths. Or maybe you have
many passions and skills that you want to put to use.
Or maybe you want to compare and contrast to

make a long-term career transition. Whatever you
exact reasoning is, if you have the need to explore
more, then you already know that you will be apply-
ing for more career opportunities than the average
Joe. But keep in mind that your CV and application
must be customized and targeted for the respective
industry and job role. You can’t send a generic appli-
cation and expect it to be successful.

Are you stand-out applicant?

Being a stand-out job applicant depends on two
things: 1) how competitive the particular industry
and company is and 2) how unique and valuable
your skills are. Let’s say you are applying for a sales
position in one of the most well-known technology
companies in your country. The chances are, hun-
dreds (or even thousands) of other candidates are
also in the competition pool with you. This is when
you know that you need to pursue more opportuni-
ties and be more active as a job seeker.

On the other hand, let’s suppose you are a senior
product manager with 10+ years of experience and is
seeking to join the newly launched software devel-
opment company. In this scenario, you will probably
face less competition and will easily stand out due to

your extensive experience. This where you are more
likely to be selective with your choices and applica-
tions. Nonetheless, you will still give each application
100% of your effort and preparation.

Are you applying blindly?

One thing you absolutely have to pay attention
to and avoid is being a “blind applicant” Remember:
more is not always better. Don't be tempted to go
on a spree, applying for jobs left and right with little
to no attention to the specific requirements and
details of each position. This is unwise and is simply
a waste of your time and that of the employer.

Luckily, online job sites such as Bayt.com will
notify you of jobs that you don't qualify for and will
also show you your relevance score to each job you
submit an application for. This way you can be more
thorough and strategic with your applications.

At the end of the day, remember to be active,
persistent, and well-informed. Know that it is not
about the number of applications you submit, but
about your effort, dedication, and progress. Giving
100 percent effort to the five applications you
send is much better than 5 percent effort to 100
applications.

NAFTA TALKS COULD MARK END
OF ERA FOR MEXICAN EXPORTS

TRUMP PUSHES TO RENEGOTIATE TRADE DEAL

LA

MEXICO CITY: President Donald Trump’s push to
renegotiate the North American Free Trade
Agreement is putting Mexico in a tough spot,
threatening the system that has helped turn the
country into a top exporter through low wages,
lax regulations and proximity to the United States.

With talks set to start on Aug. 16, the Trump
administration is targeting the massive US trade
deficit with its southern neighbor and the weak-
ly enforced labor, environmental and manufac-
turing rules that for 23 years have drawn
American assembly plants to Mexico and
launched a flood of televisions, cars and appli-
ances across the border.

“Mexico was resting on its merits and has
been in a comfort zone, and now we have to
leave it," Economy Minister lldefonso Guajardo
told a business group recently. “The alarm clock
has rung for us to wake up.” A key draw for for-
eign assembly plants and investment has been
Mexico’s low wages. While average manufactur-
ing wages in China had risen to $3.60 per hour
by 2016, Mexico’s had shrunk to $2.10 - a level
some economists say is artificially low. With
many workers unable to afford the vehicles
Mexico produces, the country exports about
three times as many cars as are purchased
domestically, most to the United States.

“It is a very serious problem,” Alex
Covarrubias, a labor professor at Mexico’s Sonora
College, said of the country’s wage policy.
“Almost all the (labor) contracts that are signed
in Mexico are unlawful, which means that they
are company contracts, which the workers aren’t
aware of The Trump administration is pressing
to bring labor and environmental regulations -
originally contained in weakly enforced “sidebar”
agreements - into the main body of NAFTA's text,
and to require that Mexico’s government
ensures the “effective recognition of the right to
collective bargaining.”

Labor laws

Tightening Mexico’s labor laws and strength-
ening unionization could push wages up, or at
least stem the flight of jobs to Mexico, experts
say. Guajardo said Mexico is willing to negotiate
labor and environmental issues as part of the
talks to be held in Washington. “I think it would
be progress, to guarantee that the benefits of
the agreement are shared among all.”

Guajardo appeared to be similarly flexible
about making “fine adjustments” to the rules-of-
origin in manufacturing, which dictate how
much regional content would be required to
consider a product “made in North America.”
Critics have accused Mexico of importing a lot of
Chinese or European components, assembling
them and labeling them made in North America.

But Guajardo is less convinced by what he calls
the Trump administration’s “extreme preoccupa-
tion” with reducing trade deficits - one of the
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HAMBURG: In this July 7, 2017 file photo, US President Donald Trump meets with Mexican
President Enrique Pena Nieto at the G20 Summit, in Hamburg. Trump’s push to renegotiate the
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tem that has helped turn the country into a top exporter through low wages, lax regulations

and proximity to the United States. —AP

issues that make Mexican officials bristle. “Since
NAFTA was implemented in 1994, the US bilateral
goods trade balance with Mexico has gone from a
$1.3 billion surplus to a $64 billion deficit in 2016,
the US Trade Representative’s Office said in
unveiling its plans for renegotiating the accord.
“The negotiating objectives also include adding a
digital economy chapter and incorporating and
strengthening labor and environment obligations
that are currently in NAFTA side agreements.”
Mexico’s CIBanco bank said in a report that most
of this deficit is in the auto sector and it could be
the main sticking point in the talks.

“The US demands to use the talks to improve
its trade balance with NAFTA partners represent
the biggest threat to reaching an accord,” it said.

Mexico, in turn, wants the redone agreement
to include immigration issues while changing as
little as possible in trade policy. It appears to
want a better guest-worker program. But US
Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue said this was
not an area “that would be involved in NAFTA
renegotiations.”

On the whole, it appears Mexico wants to
change as little as possible. Covarrubias, who
studies the auto industry and attended some of
the consultation sessions in Mexico on NAFTA
renegotiation, said he was “very disappointed”
to see that the position of Mexico’s government
and power groups was “we don’t want to change
a single comma.” “They're just reacting, waiting
to see what the Trump administration says, but
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they don't have anything proactive, any propos-
al, Covarrubias said. One change sought by the
U.S. is expected to be another thorny issue.
NAFTA's Article 19 set up a trade-dispute resolu-
tion mechanism that allows binational panels of
private experts to decide differences over tariffs.

Canada has vowed to defend the panels, and
in Mexico there is pressure not to go back to
national courts to resolve disputes, probably
because both countries fear it would allow the
U.S. to throw its greater weight around.

All of this comes under a deadline: Mexico
wants the talks wrapped up before its presiden-
tial election season opens up in 2018, because
the government fears any concession would
become a political football for leftist front-run-
ner Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador.

That'’s a point where Mexico is almost certain
to be disappointed, said ex-US Ambassador to
Mexico Antonio Garza. “l think it's certainly aspi-
rational to talk about the end of the year, begin-
ning of (2018), but | think it's far more realistic to
be looking at the end of 2018 maybe even early
2019,” Garza said. Some are more optimistic
about the talks to retool NAFTA, which was
signed before the latest tech boom, Mexico's
opening of its oil industry and Trump's calls to
build a wall between the countries. “One should
never let a good crisis go to waste,” said Mexico's
former ambassador to the US, Arturo Sarukhan,
adding the talks provide an opportunity to mod-
ernize NAFTA. — AP

INVESTORS PONDER FURTHER
SHOCKS AFTER N KOREA JOLT

LONDON: After this week’s war of words
between the United States and North
Korea triggered the biggest fall in global
stocks since the US presidential election,
investors are wondering what other off-
radar shocks may be waiting to rock
world markets. Although there is little
sign so far that investors are protecting
themselves against a major sell-off, some
say the current environment masks
latent risks.

“Every day, our risk models tell us to
take more risk because of falling volatili-
ty but with markets being where they
are, we have to be very careful in not fol-
lowing them blindly,” said James Kwok,
head of currency management at
Amundi in London. “So we try to project
scenarios on what can go wrong and
where are markets not looking.” Such has
been the extraordinary period of stability
in financial markets in recent years that
world stocks have hit a series of record
highs while gauges of broad market
volatility have plunged to record lows.

That benign investment environment
has been fostered by central banks
which have pumped vast sums of cash
into economies since the global financial
crisis that began a decade ago, lifting
asset prices globally. Flows into most
asset classes have already overtaken
peaks reached before the financial crisis.

For example, inflows into active and
passive equity funds have nearly dou-
bled to $10.9 trillion at the end of June
2017 from a September 2007 peak,
according to Thomson Reuters Lipper
data. Inflows into bonds have meanwhile
increased nearly three-fold to $4.1 tril-
lion in that period.

Broad market gauges of risk, such as
the CBOE Volatility Index, better known
as the VIX, and its bond market counter-
part, the Merrill Lynch Option volatility
index remain pinned near record lows
despite a spike this week.

But analysts say low market volatility
masks the heavy weight of options writ-
ten on these gauges by investment
banks betting that the calm conditions
will persist for a long time.

That has been accompanied by the
growing popularity of inverse-volatility
ETF products, which have doubled in val-
ue this year as market volatility has
cratered. Morgan Stanley strategists say
the volume of bets on volatility remain-
ing low means even a small increase in
price swings could force some of these
leveraged bets to unwind, triggering
shock waves in the financial system and
sending stock markets tumbling.

Daily percentage changes are impor-
tant in the volatility world because a lot
of these exchange-listed products and

notes are rebalanced daily based on
these changes, so that any large change
would automatically trigger selling pres-
sure elsewhere.

“This is why lower volatility creates
higher risk,” said Christopher Metli, a
Morgan Stanley quantitative deriva-
tives strategist in a recent note. He esti-
mates that a 12 point rise in the VIX
could send the S&P 500 index down by
3.5 percent. A move of that magnitude
was last seen after Britain’s shock Brexit
vote in June 2016.

But a spike in volatility is not the
only scenario worrying investors. Other
risks markets may be ignoring include
the implications of a messy British exit
from the European Union and the risks
that the Qatar crisis could spiral out of
control in the Middle East and hit oil
prices. Even the prospect of a newcom-
er at top of the U.S. Federal Reserve
when Janet Yellen steps down in 2018
could prove unnerving.

low volatility

“Today’s low volatility is the calm
before the storm and doesn't reflect the
real world in which companies are oper-
ating, or the major uncertainties that are
developing,” said Paul Hodges, chairman
at International eChem, a consultancy.

Another variable is the expectation
that central banks will soon start
unwinding their massive post-crisis
stimulus measures, with unpredictable
results. One of the biggest risks seen
lurking is the rise and growing influ-
ence on the world’s stock markets of
passive funds, which aim to track rather
than beat benchmarks and charge low-
er fees than their more actively-man-
aged peers.

The proportion of stocks on the main
US benchmark equity index that are now
owned by such passive investors has
nearly doubled since the 2008 crisis to 37
percent. But redemption pressures on
large passive investors could exacerbate
any market selloff. Apple Inc, a stock
market darling, has a fifth of its outstand-
ing stock held by index funds with
Vanguard, BlackRock and State Street
making up the top three holders, accord-
ing to latest Thomson Reuters data.

The head of sales of a large British-
based bond fund said some of its clients
are trying to put together pools of mon-
ey with which to snap up beaten-down
stocks if a large emerging market-
focused ETF is faced with sudden
redemption pressures.

“We get a lot of queries on what are
some of the risks that markets may be
overlooking, and that is what keeps us
up at night,” he said. — Reuters
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VENEZUELA'S WORST ECONOMIC CRISIS: WHAT WENT WRONG?

By Wafa Sbaiti

enezuela, the
country that sits on
world’s largest oil

reserves in the world, is
going through the worst
economic crisis in its his-
tory. It is on the verge of a
collapse as its economy
and political situation
have deteriorated.
Shortages of basic goods,
from food to medicine all incredibly scarce all around
the country as the government massively cuts
imports in a bid to save money.

Hospitals are running dangerously low on medicine,
the public hospitals have fallen apart causing many
people including infants to die because of scarcity of
basic medical care. Inflation has reached ridiculous lev-
els, it is expected to be 1160 percent by end of 2017
and 2280 percent in 2018 if the government continues
running out of money and responded simply by print-
ing more money. Unemployment is set to surpass 25
percent and the employed people actually have just
meaningless salaries due to this hyperinflation.

How did the country get here?

How did a country with such amazing wealth and
potential get this close to total disaster? To better
understand what is going on in Venzuela we need to
go back to 1998, upon the rise of Chavez's power.
After he has been elected president he began his
reforms with a new constitution, socialist policies and
an extreme anti-US foreign policy. Due to increased
demand from China and other emerging markets, oil
prices rose again after many years, resulting in the peri-
od of higher oil revenues the history of Venezuela. With
all this money suddenly in their hands, the Chavez gov-
ernment began to make some amazing things, such as
promoting economic growth and fighting poverty

with many social programs. In 2005 Chavez signed a
decree on land reform that basically eliminated all
largest states to supposedly benefit the poor. In 2006
Chavez won his third presidential election which con-
sidered an overwhelming victory for him.

Between 2005 and 2008, the country’s economic
performance was impressive. Poverty rates were
almost halved, and there were important improve-
ments in health and education. All this made him a
kind of hero in the eyes of many Venezuelans. After
he felt comfortable with the power, he began his
nationalization process. In January 2007 Chavez
announced key energy and telecommunications
companies to be nationalized. In June 2007 his
administration expropriated Exon Mobil’s and
ConocoPhillips oil operations in the Orinoco belt
which basically meant seizing control of other assets
and operations. In February 2009 a referendum was
put out to vote to abolish the term limits on the presi-
dency which would allow Chavez to run again for
office once his term expired in 2012.

Chavez succeeded to style himself a champion of
the poor during his 14 years in office, pouring billions
of dollars of Venezuela’s oil wealth into social pro-
grams. He sought to reduce inequality by lifting many
Venezuelans out of poverty. After he changed the
Constitution to be able to be re-elected as often as
possible, he used the country’s money to buy political
support from the army and accepted unprecedented
degrees of corruption in exchange for loyalty politics.

The situation did not last for long and by the end
of 2009 Venezuela’s economy started shrinking fast.
At the same time tensions started rising with
Colombia over allowing the US to use their military
bases. Venezuela’s ties with Russia were growing fast.
Chavez was then forced to devalue the currency
against the US dollar to boost their local economy but
the move had a very negative effect on the country.

By 2012 things in Venezuela started to turn for the
worse, as the government printed more money, infla-
tion was getting out of hand and the oil prices were
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at an all-time low for his presidency. In the mean-
time, poverty levels and social indicators stopped
improving, and the economy stagnated. In fact,
Venezuela's economic performance after 2008 has
been the worst in Latin America. On top of that, neg-
ligence and corruption of the government allowed
crime rates to skyrocket.

Chavez died of cancer in April 2013. His closest
confidante and at the time Vice President Nicolas
Maduro became the interim president. With the death
of Chavez and fall in oil prices, the situation had only
got worse. Since Nicolas Maduro, took office in 2013
crime rates continued to increase, inflation reached
180 percent, the economy fell into a recession and
poverty was on the rise again. Throughout 2016
protests arose and the people started blaming
Maduro for the economic crisis.

On March 2016, 29th the Supreme Court in
Venezuela dissolved the Parliament. This of course did
not augur well for the Venezuelan people who have
gone through very tough times lately. This decision
was reversed three days later but it was too late given
the protests had already erupted all around the coun-
try. President Nicolas Maduro declared a state of emer-
gency in May 2016 which despite being challenged by
the opposition controlled National Assembly was
backed by the Supreme Court. Venezuela is the per-
fect example of how even a promising, wealthy coun-
try can be a victim of a charismatic leader being
seduced by power, and a corrupt government unable
to learn from their mistakes.

Where the economy is heading for?

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has pre-
dicted that the Venezuelan economy will contract by
8 percent in 2016. While it shrank around 5.7 percent
in 2015. The economic situation is bleak and analysts
are predicting that it will only get bleaker. The IMF
estimated that inflation could rise to as much as 720
percent in 2016 tipping Venezuela into collapse. The
country is also heavily in debt with no immediate
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means of paying off what it owed. According to the
Telegraph, around $116 billion is due over the next
two decades, with a fifth of payments are due in the
next two years.

Depending on a single commodity

Venezuela is an example of extreme dependency
on oil which accounts for a shocking 95 percent of
Venezuela's export revenues. Venezuela's economy
has been through some exceptionally positive spells
in recent history. However as the price of oil drastical-
ly declined in the last two years the current economic
crisis is distinctly caused by changing prices.
According to IMF estimates, the Venezuelan state
earned around $80 billion through oil in 2013 the
year Maduro took over as President. However, the
projected figure for 2016 is only between $20-25 bil-
lion. Venezuela also has a problem with violence and
crimes levels and has one of the world’s worst homi-
cide rates. Therefore, analysts are worried that
increasing public anger could result in bloodshed.

The government failed to use their surplus in the
short run to substitute oil for a more sustainable
source of revenue. Indeed, the recent oil price decline,
created a major problem for the Venezuelan econo-
my. As a major exporter of oil, its budget saw a mas-
sive deficit which naturally led to chaos.

Reliance on imports

The heavy dependence on oil revenues means
that the economy is import-driven and not self-suffi-
cient which makes the economy is vulnerable to any
shock. This indicates, once again, a lack of long-term
strategic planning and myopia that left Venezuela
worse off, both economically and politically.

Any oil dependent economy must shift towards
something more sustainable in the long run, and
developing various types of industries, to ensure that
it does not rely purely on external imports in order to
sustain its economy and avoid being vulnerable to
any chock in oil prices.

RECORDS KD 6.5 MILLION
NET PROFIT FOR H1 2017

' 1

aH 1 unite

¢
o > ¥ :
| |

1

|

-
d bank

A

Richard Groves and group of the Bank’s management among the volunteering team.

AUB HONORS VOLUNTEERING TEAM FOR
SUCCESS OF RAMADAN SOCIAL PROGRAM

KUWAIT: Ahli United Bank’s (AUB) management
honored the Bank’s volunteering team for their
efforts and outstanding performance, which led
to the successful implementation of the Bank’s
charitable, cultural, religious and social responsi-
bility activities during the Holy Month of
Ramadan.

During a special ceremony, which was attended
by the Bank’s management and led by Richard
Groves, AUB’s Chief Executive Officer, the Bank
highlighted its gratitude for the team’s strong spir-
it, which was reflected by having a robust and suc-
cessful social responsibility activity calendar dur-
ing the Holy Month of Ramadan. AUB, as part of its
continued commitment, developed an extensive
Ramadan program that included a range of social
activities. These included the distribution of thou-
sands of Iftar and Sohoor meals in different areas

iting orphanages and children at hospitals, and
presenting a host of gifts and gergean to them.
Moreover the Bank held a religious seminar for its
employees under the theme of “How do we pre-
pare for Ramadan?’, which was headed by Sheikh
Dr. Khaled Al-Mathkoor - Head of Shari’ah and
Fatwa Supervisory Board at AUB.

In addition, AUB launched a TV commercial to
celebrate the arrival of the Holy month. The TV
advertisement’s message was a welcoming one to
mark the arrival of the blessed month of Ramadan
and it achieved a very large number of viewers.
Furthermore, the Bank held its Ramadan Quran
Recitation competition in addition to its participa-
tion in an awareness drive to support autism
patients. As part of spreading religious awareness
across mainstream media, AUB, during Ramadan,
sponsored Al Rai TV's ‘Ahadeeth Wa Ebar’ program,
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a member and reporter of the Bank’s sharia and
Fatwa Supervisory Board.

On this occasion, AUB pointed out that it is keen
to honor its Ramadan volunteering team for their
tireless efforts and commitment to serve the com-
munity. It is also an occasion to thank them and
promote the spirit of giving and for them to
become role models for other employees in the
coming years and in different initiatives.

In short, AUB reaffirms its commitment towards
supporting social responsibility activities as part
of its desire to play a vital role in serving society.
The Bank's strategy focuses on developing its CSR
platform, especially during the Holy month of
Ramadan, in an effort to guarantee and ensure
the provision of the best possible activities each
year and that these are in line with the values of
the Holy month. Values that strengthen the Bank’s

KUWAIT: Kuwait Insurance Company
S.AK. announced its financial results
for the first half ending 30 June 2017.
The results reported a net profit of
KD 6.5 million for
the first half of 2017,
compared to a loss
of (KD1.026 million)
for the same period
last year, showing an
increase of 735 per-
cent, with Earning Per
Share (EPS) at 35.29
fils, compared to a
loss of (5.55 fils) per
share for the same
period last year.

Mr. Sami Sharif,

CEO of Kuwait
Insurance Company
said in a press

release: the compa-

ny continues to maintain growth in
operational performance during the
first half of 2017 due to the imple-
mentation of business plan, which
include definite objectives to
achieve precise results and out-
comes in accordance to specific
timelines.Shareholders equity
reached KD 67.6million, compared
to KD 56.3 million in the first half of
2016, a growth of 20 percent. This
indicates company'’s ability to pro-
tect it sassets and shareholders’
interests.

Sami Sharif added that Gross
Written Premium reached KD 21.6
million, which shows an increase of
KD 1.1 million, i.e. 13 percent
growth compared to KD 20.5 million
recorded in first half in 2016. Total

Sami Sharif

Assets reached KD 164.3 million,
compared to KD 145.8 million in the
first half of 2016, showing an
increase of KD 18.5 million i.e. 13
percent. Sami Sharif
stressed that the
company’s  Net
Profit showed
growth despite the
increase in Net
Technical Reserves
to reach KD 78.1
million for the cur-
rent period, com-
pared to KD 72.6
million for the same
period last year, an
increase of 7.5 per-
cent, which sup-
ports the compa-
ny’s ability to meet
its obligations.

He stated that the company has
always presented its willingness
to maintain credibility and to
show transparency by complying
with the rules and regulations of
corporate governance issued by
the Capital Markets Authority,
which strengthens the company’s
position and manage the risks,
and its ability to adapt to the
unstable economic environment.

Sami Sharif ended the statement
by saying that during second half of
2017, Kuwait Insurance Company
will introduce new and innovative
insurance products, which will cre-
ate new segments, grow the size of
insurance market in Kuwait, and
accordingly increase the company’s
market share.

across Kuwait for those who had been fasting; vis-

which is hosted by Sheikh Dr Abdulaziz Al-Qassar,

social bonds with the local community.

LEVERAGING LOANS TO CARACAS, MOSCOW SNAPS UP OIL ASSETS
SPECIAL REPORT

CARACAS, HOUSTON: Venezuela’s unrav-
eling socialist government is increasingly
turning to ally Russia for the cash and cred-
it it needs to survive - and offering prized
state-owned oil assets in return, sources
familiar with the negotiations told Reuters.

As Caracas struggles to contain an eco-
nomic meltdown and violent street protests,
Moscow is using its position as Venezuela's
lender of last resort to gain more control
over the OPEC nation’s crude reserves, the
largest in the world. Venezuela's state-
owned oil firm, Petroleos de Venezuela
(PDVSA), has been secretly negotiating since
at least early this year with Russia’s biggest
state-owned oil company, Rosneft - offering
ownership interests in up to nine of
Venezuela’s most productive petroleum
projects, according to a top Venezuelan gov-
ernment official and two industry sources
familiar with the talks. Moscow has substan-
tial leverage in the negotiations: Cash from
Russia and Rosneft has been crucial in
helping the financially strapped govern-
ment of Venezuelan President Nicolas
Maduro avoid a sovereign debt default or a
political coup.

Rosneft delivered Venezuela's state-
owned firm more than $1 billion in April
alone in exchange for a promise of oil ship-
ments later. On at least two occasions, the
Venezuelan government has used Russian
cash to avoid imminent defaults on pay-
ments to bondholders, a high-level PDVSA
official told Reuters. Rosneft has also posi-
tioned itself as a middleman in sales of
Venezuelan oil to customers worldwide.
Much of it ends up at refineries in the
United States - despite US sanctions
against Russia - because it is sold through
intermediaries such as oil trading firms,

according to internal PDVSA trade reports
seen by Reuters and a source at the firm.
PDVSA and the government of Venezuela
did not respond to requests for comment.
The Russian government declined to com-
ment and referred questions to the foreign
ministry and the ministries of finance and
defense, which did not respond to ques-
tions from Reuters. Rosneft declined to
comment. Russia’s growing control over
Venezuelan crude gives it a stronger
foothold in energy markets across the
Americas. Rosneft now resells about
225,000 barrels per day (bpd) of
Venezuelan oil - about 13 percent of the
nation’s total exports, according to the
PDVSA trade reports. That’s about enough
to satisfy the daily demand of a country the
size of Peru.

Venezuela gives Rosneft most of that oil
as payment for billions of dollars in cash
loans that Maduro’s government has
already spent. His administration needs
Russia’s money to finance everything from
bond payments to imports of food and
medicine amid severe national shortages.

Venezuela’'s opposition lawmakers say
Russia is behaving more like a predator
than an ally. “Rosneft is definitely taking
advantage of the situation,” said Elias Matta,
vice president of the energy commission at
Venezuela's elected National Assembly.
“They know this is a weak government; that
it's desperate for cash - and they're sharks.”

Matta echoed many others in the oppo-
sition-majority congress who have blasted
corporate deals they say are underpinning
Maduro’s efforts to establish a dictatorship.
The Venezuelan government has said previ-
ously that Russia’s investment in its oil
industry shows confidence in PDVSA’s

financial stability and the nation’s business
opportunities. Maduro’s administration has
grown increasingly dependent on Moscow
in the past two years as China has curtailed
credit to Venezuela because of payment
delays and the corruption and crime faced
by Chinese firms operating there, accord-
ing to Venezuelan debt analysts and two oil
industry sources.

Many multinational firms worldwide,
meanwhile, have all but written off their
Venezuelan operations amid the nation’s
tanking economy and chronic shortages of
raw materials. Rosneft is making the oppo-
site play - using Venezuela’s hard times as a
buying opportunity for oil assets with
potentially high long-term value. “The
Russians are catching Venezuela at rock
bottom,” said one Western diplomat who
has worked on issues involving Venezuela’s
oil industry in recent years. As other com-
panies shutter operations here, Rosneft has
expanded to an additional floor of its office
tower and added staff. The Russian firm has
poached PDVSA professionals and brought
in more Russian executives, two sources
close to Rosneft told Reuters.

The corporate expansion provides a
striking contrast to the scene on the streets
below these days, in the once-thriving
business district of Caracas.

As Rosneft staffers work in swanky offices
alongside posters of Russian President
Vladimir Putin and a bust of Hugo Chavez -
the late Venezuelan leader and socialist icon
- crowds of young men outside often throw
rocks and Molotov cocktails in escalating
protests of Chavez’ successor. Rosneft cur-
rently owns substantial portions of five
major Venezuelan oil projects. The addition-
al projects PDVSA is now offering the

Russian firm include five in the Orinoco -
Venezuela’s largest oil producing region -
along with three in Maracaibo Lake, its sec-
ond-largest and oldest producing area, and
a shallow-water oil project in the Paria Gulf,
the two industry sources told Reuters.

In a separate proposal first reported by
Reuters last month, Rosneft would swap its
collateral on 49.9 percent of Citgo - the
Venezuelan owned, U.S.-based refiner - for
stakes in three additional PDVSA oil fields,
two natural gas fields and a lucrative fuel
supply contract, according to two sources
with knowledge of the negotiations.

Under the proposal, Rosneft would also
take increased management control over
all the joint oil projects between the two
firms. Rosneft secured the collateral late
last year on a loan of $1.5 billion to PDVSA.

The negotiations over a collateral swap
are driven in part by a recent threat from US
President Donald Trump to sanction
Venezuela's oil sector as punishment for
Maduro’s efforts to undermine the nation’s
elected congress. Rosneft has already been
sanctioned by the United States over
Russia’s annexation of Crimea from Ukraine
in 2014. Such actions require US firms to
end business relations with sanctioned enti-
ties.Maduro’s need for Russian cash played a
key role in a move by his political allies earli-
er this year that destabilized Venezuela’s
already teetering democracy, the top
Venezuelan government official told Reuters.
In March, the nation’s Supreme Court -
whose members are loyal to Maduro - took
over the powers of the opposition-controlled
National Assembly. A majority of elected
Assembly members opposed any new oil
deals with Russia and insisted on retaining
power to veto them. —Reuters
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BOURSA KUWAIT UP ON RENEWED BUYING INTEREST

BAYAN WEEKLY MARKET REPORT

KUWAIT: Boursa Kuwait ended last week in
the green zone. The Price Index closed at
6,845.01 points, up by 0.28 percent from the
week before closing, the Weighted Index
increased by 1.76 percent after closing at
419.95 points, whereas the KSX-15 Index
closed at 960.57 points up by 1.71 percent.
Furthermore, last week’s average daily
turnover increased by 51.56 percent, com-
pared to the preceding week, reaching KD
13.61 million, whereas trading volume average
was 70.70 million shares, recording an increase
of 16.36 percent.

The Boursa was able to end the last week
with good gains to its three indices, supported
by the active purchasing operations that
included many listed stocks, especially the
leading and operational ones in the
Technology and Telecommunications sectors,
the most increasing sectors during the last
week. The market witnessed such perform-
ance in light of many traders’ optimism in the
listed companies’ results for the first half of the
current year, which caused the increase in the
purchasing operations that enhanced the cash
liquidity to reached around KD 70 million dur-
ing all the week’s sessions.

Also, the Boursa gained more than KD 400
million in the last five sessions, whereas the total
value of the listed stocks (in the primary market)
reached by the end of the last week KD 27.75 bil-
lion, against KD 27.28 billion at the end of the
previous week, and up by 1.74 percent. On an
annual level, the market capital gains reached
9.22 percent compared to its value at end of
2016, where it reached then KD 25.41 billion.
(Note: the market cap for the listed companies in
the primary market is calculated based on the
average number of outstanding shares as per
the latest available financial statements).

As per the daily trading activity; Sunday’s
session witnessed a mixed performance,
where the Price Index ended the trading ses-
sion in the red zone affected by the profit col-
lection operations that targeted some small-
cap stocks, especially the ones being traded
less than 100 Fils, while the Weighted and KSX-

SECTORS' WEEKLY TRADING ACTIVITY

|Sector

To

Vol
SIS Market %

To

Val
S Market %

{OIL & GAS

24,773,656 7.01%

973,904 1.43%

BASIC MATERIALS

2,170,655 0.61%

845,217 1.24%

INDUSTRIALS

19,665,192 5.56%

6,684,124 9.82%

[CONSUMER GOODS

3,078,822 0.87%

2,225,077 3.27%

HEALTH CARE

0 0.00%

0 0.0000%

ICONSUMER SERVICES

3,348,770 0.95%

1,035,758 1.52%

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

39,446,734 11.16%

15,988,031 23.49%

BANKS

68,450,817 19.37%

23,911,862 35.13%

INSURANCE

768,448 0.22%

120,656 0.18%

REAL ESTATE

55,091,528 15.59%

3,866,161 5.68%

FINANCIAL SERVICES

132,376,912 37.45%

11,879,627 17.45%

TECHNOLOGY

4,285,076 1.21%

534,183 0.78%

15 indices were able to end the session in the
green zone supported by the active purchas-
ing operations that concentrated on some
leading stocks especially in the Banks sector.
On Monday’s session, the three indices closed
in the green zone and were able to realize dif-
ferent gains, supported by the active purchas-
ing trend on the leading and heavy stocks, in
addition to the quick speculation on some
small-cap stocks.

On the mid-week session, the fluctuation
returned to control the three indices’ perform-
ance, whereas the Price Index could not hold
its upward direction and closed by the end of
the session in the red zone affected by the

quick profit collection operations that concen-
trated on the small-cap stocks, especially in
the Insurance and Financial Services sectors,
while the Weighted and KSX-15 indices were
able to increase, supported by the continued
purchasing trend on the heavy stocks, amid a
noticeable growth in the trading activity,
especially the value, which jumped by about
90 percent compared to the previous session.
On Wednesday'’s session, the fluctuation
continued its control over the market indices’
performance, whereas the Price and Weighted
indices declined affected by the profit collec-
tion operations and included some stocks that
realized increases in the previous sessions,

while the KSX-15 Index went against the cur-
rent and was able to end the session in the
green zone, in light of the continued concen-
tration of the traders on the leading stocks,
especially in the Technology and Banks sec-
tors. On Thursday’s session, the three market
indices changed positions, as the Price and
Weighted indices succeeded in returning to
the green zone, however the profit collection
operations executed on some leading stocks,
pushed the KSX-15 Index to end the session in
the losses zone.

For the annual performance, the Price
Index ended last week recording 19.08 per-
cent annual gain compared to its closing in

2016, while the Weighted Index increased by
10.49 percent, and the KSX-15 recorded 8.54
percent growth.

Sectors’ Indices

Eight of Boursa Kuwait’s sectors ended last
week in the green zone, three recorded
declines, whereas the Health Care sector’s
index closed with no change from the week
before. Last week’s highest gainer was the
Technology sector, achieving 4.54 percent
growth rate as its index closed at 654.21
points. Whereas, in the second place, the
Telecommunications sector’s index closed at
605.01 points recording 1.63 percent increase.
The Basic Materials sector came in third as its
index achieved 1.45 percent growth, ending
the week at 1,265.99 points.

On the other hand, The Oil & Gas sector head-
ed the losers list as its index declined 2.51 per-
cent to end the week's activity at 1,063.60 points.
The Consumer Services sector was second on
the losers’ list, which index declined by 0.26 per-
cent, closing 1,048.83 points, followed by the
Consumer Goods sector, as its index closed at
1,023.47 points at a loss of 0.09 percent.

Sectors’ Activity

The Financial Services sector dominated a
total trade volume of around 132.38 million
shares changing hands during last week, rep-
resenting 37.45 percent of the total market
trading volume. The Banks sector was second
in terms of trading volume as the sector’s trad-
ed shares were 19.37 percent of last week’s
total trading volume, with a total of around
68.45 million shares. On the other hand, the
Banks sector’s stocks were the highest traded
in terms of value; with a turnover of around KD
23.91 million or 35.13 percent of last week’s
total market trading value. The

Telecommunications sector took the second
place as the sector’s last week turnover was
approx. KD 15.99 million representing 23.49
percent of the total market trading value.

— Prepared by: Studies & Research
Department - Bayan Investment Co.
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US STOCKS SNAP 3-DAY LOSING STREAK IN ROLLER COASTER WEEK

GLOBAL MARKET WEEKLY REPORT

NEW YORK: Gains among technology
companies helped snap a three-day
losing streak for US stocks Friday,
though the market ended with its
worst weekly loss since March. The
modest rebound came at the end of a
turbulent week on Wall Street as esca-
lating tensions between the US and
North Korea rattled global markets.

In the first four days of the week,
the Standard & Poor’s 500 index
swung from marking its latest record
high to posting its biggest single-day
drop in nearly three months. The neg-
ative headlines provided many
investors with an opportunity to
pocket some of their recent gains fol-
lowing a string of record highs fueled
by strong corporate earnings.

“It's been a bit of a roller coaster
this week, with all the rhetoric
between the US and North Korea,”
said Jeff Kravetz, regional investment
strategist at US Bank Wealth
Management. “That did temporarily
shake investors’ complacency, but we
think markets are ready to move high-

er in the back half of the year, and
earnings and economic data are
going to drive that”

On Friday, the S&P 500 rose 3.11
points, or 0.1 percent, to 2,441.32. The
index had its biggest drop since mid-
May a day earlier. The Dow Jones indus-
trials average gained 14.31 points, or
0.1 percent, to 21,858.32. The Nasdaq
added 39.68 points, or 0.6 percent, to
6,256.56. The Russell 2000 index of
smaller-company stocks picked up 1.69
points, or 0.1 percent, to 1,374.23.

Recovery

The recovery fit a recent pattern of
investors using dips to put more mon-
ey in stocks. Despite the past week'’s
decline, the major indexes are in posi-
tive territory so far this year, led by the
Nasdaq, which is up 16.2 percent. The
S&P 500 is up 9 percent, while the
Dow is up 10.6 percent.

“If you strip away what’s going on
in North Korea, and if you strip away
what’s going on in Washington, which
are things that are tougher to predict,

-..,_J “-...-.

the economy, the global recovery,
earnings, it all paints a very positive
picture for the rest of the year," Kravetz
said. Tensions between the US and
North Korea continued to simmer ear-

ly Friday. In a tweet, President Donald
Trump warned of military action
“should North Korea act unwisely,”
noting that the US is “locked and

loaded.” Earlier in the week, Trump

said the US would unleash “fire and
fury” on North Korea if it continued to
threaten the US.

North Korea had announced a
detailed plan to launch a salvo of bal-
listic missiles toward the U.S. Pacific
territory of Guam, a major military
hub and home to US bombers.

Still, there were fewer signs of anx-
jousness in the markets Friday. Bond
and gold prices, traditional havens for
nervous investors, were little changed,
and the VIX, a measure of how much
volatility investors expect in stocks,
fell 3.3 percent following a 44.4 per-
cent jump the day before. It’s still the
highest it's been since May.

Inflation

Investors also drew some encour-
agement from new government data
showing US inflation at the consumer
level inched higher last month. July’s
0.1 percent increase in consumer
prices suggests that the Federal
Reserve may be less likely to raise
interest rates next month. Inflation

has risen 1.7 percent over the past 12
months, suggesting that inflation
pressures remain well under control.
The Fed, which raised its key interest
rate in March and June, has signaled it
plans a third rate hike before the end
of this year. But some economists say
the Fed may stand pat for the rest of
2017 unless inflation accelerates in
coming months.

“Today’s inflation data put the Fed
on pause and really diminishes the
fact that there’s still some noise going
around with the North Korea-US situa-
tion,” said Phil Blancato, CEO of
Ladenburg  Thalmann Asset
Management. Technology companies,
which suffered the brunt of the selling
a day earlier, were back in the lead
Friday. Lam Research Corp. climbed
$4.82, or 3.2 percent, to $154.26.

Seagate Technology gained 2.3
percent after investor ValueAct dis-
closed that it had acquired a 7.2 per-
cent stake in the digital storage com-
pany. Seagate shares rose 74 cents to
$32.29.— AP
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CONCEPT OF ‘CO-" INSPIRES LEXUS DESIGN AWARD 2018

ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED UNTIL 8 OCTOBER 2017

ontinuing its commitment to a better
‘ world through design, Lexus

International yesterday announced its
call for entries for the Lexus Design Award
2018. Launched in 2013, the award is an
international platform to identify and recog-
nize the next generation of global creators
and designers.

Every year, thousands of young creative
talents from around the world aspire to be
selected for the final round. Those twelve
finalists and their works will be introduced to
the design community and beyond at Milan
Design Week 2018; four of the finalists will be
mentored by established global designers
and given a production budget of JPY 3 mil-
lion (equivalent to AED 98,000) to create
actual prototypes.

In addition to the unique mentorship
opportunity and global exposure, young
designers are drawn to the Lexus Design
Award by the inspiring theme that provides
endless possibilities from a design perspec-
tive. This year’s creative theme for the Lexus
Design Award 2018 is ‘CO-, a Latin prefix
meaning ‘with or together in harmony! Lexus
believes that great design can ensure the
harmonious coexistence of nature and socie-
ty. In that sense, ‘CO-"is an approach that
allows the brand to explore its true potential
and that of the environment by creating new
possibilities through collaboration, coordina-
tion, and connection. Now, young designers
get their turn for ‘CO-'to inspire them to con-
ceive a better world.

According to Takayuki Yoshitsugu, Chief
Representative, Middle East and North Africa
Representative Office, Toyota Motor
Corporation, “The Lexus Design Award 2018
continues the Lexus brand’s commitment to
supporting the next generation of designers
to build a better future for all through
design. It reflects the passion for design that

drives Lexus forward as a brand while
extending our values and design ethos to a
wider global audience. This year’s theme,
‘CO-/ symbolizes Lexus’ belief in the power of
design, and provides applicants with an
inspiring topic around which to present their
creative ideas that help make the world a
better place. We greatly appreciate the sup-
port we have received over the years from
our customers and design enthusiasts
around the world for the Lexus Design
Award.”

The judges who assess the designs are
globally recognized illustrious creators who
are active in diverse design genres.
Additionally, mentorship is provided by
esteemed designers who share their know-
how and provide hands-on support. They
guide the selected candidates to express
their full potential through the development
of working prototypes of their innovative
ideas.

The judges and mentors for the Lexus
Design Award 2018 will be announced in
August 2017. As in previous years, Lexus will
be partnering with a select group of
renowned professionals who embody design
excellence at the front lines of creativity
around the world and who share the brand’s
belief that great design can make the world a
better place.

During Milan Design Week, all the finalists
works will be displayed at the Lexus experi-
ential space. Judges will then assess the four
prototypes to choose the Grand Prix winner
for 2018. Previous winners have gone on to
enjoy success and further develop their ideas
into viable products.

Entries to the Lexus Design Award 2018
competition will be accepted from July 24
through October 8, 2017. For more informa-
tion on the application process, please visit
LexusDesignAward.com. The twelve finalists

’

will be announced in early 2018.

Call for Entries to the Lexus Design Award
2018 Competition:

Title

Lexus Design Award 2018

Application period

July 24 - October 8, 2017

Theme

'cO-’

Judging criteria

e True to the essence of ‘CO-" with unique-
ness in its interpretation.

e Consistent with the Lexus Design goal
of making the world a better place.

Judges

To be announced in August 2017

Mentors

To be announced in August 2017

Award categories

Lexus Design Award 2018 - Twelve
finalists

e One Grand Prix winner (selected from
the four prototype winners)

e Four prototype winners (selected from
the twelve finalists)

e Eight panel finalists

Prizes/benefits

e Twelve finalists will be invited to Milan
Design Week 2018.

e Four winners among the twelve finalists
will receive up to three million yen each to
cover prototype production costs. The four
winners will create prototypes between
January and March 2018, through sessions
with their assigned mentors.

e The four prototypes and eight panels
will be exhibited at a Lexus exhibition space
during Milan Design Week 2018.

e Each of the twelve finalists will be asked
to give a presentation at Milan Design Week
2018, after which a single Grand Prix winner
will be named from among the four proto-
types through final review by the judges.

MODEST RISE IN US CONSUMER
PRICES MAY DELAY FED HIKE

JET AIRWAYS ANNOUNCES

WASHINGTON: US consumer prices rose
slightly in July as higher food costs were
partly offset by falling prices for a range
of other goods, suggesting benign infla-
tion that could persuade a cautious
Federal Reserve to delay raising interest
rates until December.

But with the labor market near full
employment and economic growth
accelerating, analysts expect the US cen-
tral bank will announce a plan to start
unwinding its massive bond portfolio at
its policy meeting next month. “We
believe the Fed will focus on the balance
sheet in September, foregoing another
rate hike until December,” said James
Bohnaker, an economist at IHS Markit in
Lexington, Massachusetts. “The inflation
outlook will not change drastically any-
time soon.”

The Labor Department said on Friday
its Consumer Price Index edged up 0.1
percent last month after being
unchanged in June. That lifted the year-
on-year increase in the CPI to 1.7 percent
from 1.6 percent in June. Economists had
forecast the CPI rising 0.2 percent in July
and climbing 1.8 percent year-on-year.
Stripping out the volatile food and ener-
gy components, consumer prices gained
0.1 percent for the fourth straight month.
The so-called core CPI rose 1.7 percent in
the 12 months through July and has now
increased by that margin for three con-
secutive months.

Despite the modest gain in consumer
prices, which came on the heels of a
drop in producer prices in July, many
economists continue to share the Fed'’s
conviction that transitory factors were
holding back inflation. Fed Chair Janet
Yellen told lawmakers last month that
“some special factors,” including prices
for mobile phone plans and prescription
drugs, were partly responsible for the
low inflation readings. Mobile phone
prices continued to decline in July,
falling 0.3 percent.

Prices of US government debt initially
rose on the inflation data, but pared
gains after Russian Foreign Minster
Sergei Lavrov said there was a Russian-
Chinese plan to defuse tensions between
the United States and North Korea. The
dollar was trading lower against a basket
of currencies, while U.S. stocks rose.

Fed’s conundrum
The Fed has a 2 percent inflation tar-
get and tracks a measure that has been

stuck at 1.5 percent since May. Inflation
remains tame despite a tightening labor
market, a conundrum for the central
bank as it contemplates tightening mon-
etary policy further.

The Fed is expected to outline a pro-
gram to start offloading its $4.2 trillion
portfolio of Treasury bonds and mort-
gage-backed securities at its Sept. 19-20
policy meeting. It is expected to raise
interest rates in December, though such
a move would depend on future infla-
tion data. The Fed has raised borrowing
costs twice this year.

“One-time factors that have slowed
inflation will gradually dissipate,” said
Gus Faucher, chief economist at PNC
Financial Services in Pittsburgh.
“Stronger wage growth as businesses
compete for scarce workers will also con-
tribute to higher inflation in the second
half of this year and in 2018."

Food prices rose 0.2 percent last
month, driven by a surge in the cost of
meat, fish, eggs, fruits and vegetables.
Food prices were unchanged in June.
The cost of food consumed at home
increased 0.2 percent. Consumers also
paid more for prescription drugs, whose
prices jumped 1.3 percent after increas-
ing 1.0 percent in June. Prices for apparel
rose 0.3 percent after four straight
monthly declines. While gasoline prices
were unchanged after tumbling 2.8 per-
cent in June, electricity prices rose 0.4
percent. Rental costs maintained their
upward trend last month. Owners’ equiv-
alent rent of primary residence rose 0.3
percent after advancing by the same
margin in June.

The cost of new motor vehicles fell
0.5 percent, the biggest drop since
August 2009 and the sixth consecutive
monthly decline, amid slumping
demand. Low inflation is a relief for
many Americans who have seen their
paychecks barely increase in recent
years. In another report, the Labor
Department said inflation-adjusted aver-
age hourly earnings increased 0.7 per-
cent in the 12 months through July,
slowing from June's 0.9 percent gain.
“The Fed may want inflation to pick up,
but that would not be good news to
households," said Joel Naroff, chief econ-
omist at Naroff Economic Advisors in
Holland, Pennsylvania. “The only way
spending power has increased at all is
that inflation has remained below the
Fed’s target rate.” —Reuters

CELEBRATORY SPECIAL FARES

ON OCCASION OF INDIAS 70TH INDEPENDENCE DAY

KUWAIT: Continuing its endeav-
or of offering exceptional value,
Jet Airways, India’s leading full-
service, premier international air-
line, announced celebratory spe-
cial fares for its guests travelling
on the airline’s international net-
work to India, in commemoration
of India’s 70th Independence Day.

The Independence Day special
offer will allow guests to avail dis-
counted fares to the tune of up to
30 percent on base fares on
flights originating from Kuwait,
Jeddah, Riyadh, Dammam, Doha
and Muscat to select destinations
in India and onwards to Bangkok,
Colombo, Dhaka, Hong Kong,
Kathmandu and Singapore. The
promotional fares will be applica-
ble on tickets booked by August
14, 2017 and valid for travel till
March 31, 2018.

This is yet another guest-
delight initiative from Jet
Airways, already acclaimed for
delivering exceptional value to
travellers, aside from its attrac-
tive promotions and innovative

product offerings. Shakir

Kantawala, Vice President Gulf,
Middle East & Africa, Jet Airways,
said, “Jet Airways uses every
opportunity to create memo-
rable experiences for its guests
and India’s Independence Day is

another such occasion for us to

give wings to the aspirations of
the increasingly globalized
Indian, helping them to explore
new destinations using our
attractive, limited period fares.”
Jet Airways is India’s premier

international airline and has
established itself as a preferred
carrier between India and the
Gulf on account of its exceptional
in-flight service, flexible sched-
ules and enhanced connectivity.
The Freedom Sale will bring the

joy of flying to travellers during
the Independence Day holiday
break.

*Terms & Conditions apply.
Valid for travel to select cities in
India.

Jet Airways is India’s premier

international airline which oper-
ates flights to 64 destinations,
including India and overseas. Jet
Airways’ robust domestic India
network spans the length and
breadth of the country covering
metro cities, state capitals and
emerging destinations. Beyond
India, Jet Airways operates flights
to key international destinations
in South East Asia, South Asia,
Middle East, Europe and North
America. The Jet Airways Group
currently operates a fleet of 113
aircraft, comprising Boeing 777-
300 ERs, Airbus A330-200/300,
Next Generation Boeing 737s
and ATR 72-500/600s.

Jet Airways, together with
airberlin, Air Serbia, Air
Seychelles, Alitalia, Etihad
Airways, Etihad Regional oper-
ated by Darwin Airline, and
NIKI, participates in Etihad
Airways Partners. Etihad
Airways is part of the Etihad
Aviation Group, which also
holds minority investments in
each of these airlines.

KFH ANNOUNCES LAUNCH OF NEW CAR MODELS
TO LEASING PRODUCT WITH COMPETITIVE RATES

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH)
announced the launch of new car models to
leasing product in collaboration with Al-Mulla
& Behbehani Motor Company. The car models
suit different customer tires. Leasing product
offers a wide range of cars including SUVs, lux-
ury family cars, Pickupswith a monthly pay-
ment ranging between KD139-275. The car
models are Chrysler C300, Ranged, Wrangler,
Cherokee Sport and Ram 1500.

With the operational leasing option from
KFH, customers can drive a car without having
to worry about its maintenance. Customers can
choose from a wide variety of 80 car models
that suit their demands and decide on the
period of the lease contract. Leasing from KFH
also comes with a variety of customized
options that guarantee customers’ peace of

mind at all times. Leasing services are offered
at KFH showrooms in Shuwaikh, Rai, Dajeej, Rai
(4th Ring Road) and Ahmadi in addition to the
dealerships’ showrooms. The advantages and
benefits include full maintenance throughout
the duration of lease term, Full Takaful insur-
ance cover throughout the duration of the
leasing period, a substitute car when the
leased car is under maintenance or repair for
more than 24 hours, 24 / 7 road-side assis-
tance, a wide range and variety of categories
and models that will surely meet the client
demands, and the option to drive the leased
car beyond Kuwaiti borders according to terms
and conditions.

KFH was established in Kuwait in 1977 and
is enlisted in the Kuwait Stock Exchange. KFH
Group is a global pioneer in the field of Islamic

banking services, where it offers a wide array
of Islamic products and services, not to men-
tion a high standard of innovation and client
service.

KFH manages its operations in the GCC,
Asia, and Europe through over 480 branches,
including KFH-Turkey, in order to offer services
for the bank’s clients in Turkey, Malaysia, Saudi
Arabia, Bahrain, Germany, Jordan, and Dubai.

KFH’s mission is to achieve highest levels of
excellence and innovation in the field of client
service, while developing common interest for
all those concerned with the financial institu-
tion. KFH'’s vision is to spearhead the global
development in Islamic financial services, and
to upgrade the bank into the level of becom-
ing the most sustainable profitable Islamic
bank in the world.
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CHINA PROBES SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS FOR ‘OBSCENITY’

BEIING: China has launched probes into three of
its largest social networking platforms over the sus-
pected dissemination of violence and obscenity-the
latest move aimed at sanitizing the country’s
increasingly closed-off internet.

The world’s most popular messaging service
WeChat, the Twitter-like Weibo as well as the Tieba
discussion forum are being investigated, according
to an announcement from the Cyberspace
Administration of China on Friday. Citing reports
from internet users, the administration said other
users on WeChat, Weibo and Tieba’s platforms “have
disseminated content showing violence, terrorism,
fake rumors, obscene pornography and more”.

Such materials “endanger national security, pub-

under a cybersecurity law that came into force in
June, the agency said.

The companies acknowledged the investigation
in statements Friday, and all three apologized to
their users for any “negative experiences” caused by
material that “corrupted” the social networks.

“Weibo is deeply aware of its responsibilities,” the
site said. “The next step for us will be to upgrade
our technology and artificial control measures to
combat... undesirable content, continuing to
enhance our ability to find and dispose of bad infor-
mation, guide and encourage users to report (such
content) and intensify efforts to manage it

China’s internet is already considered one of the
most tightly-controlled in the world, with a censor-

restrictive measures have multiplied in recent
months, as celebrity gossip blogs and online video
streaming sites alike have fallen victim to the new
web regulations.

Last month, the Cyberspace Administration
directed the country’s biggest technology firms-
including Baidu, Tencent and Sohu-to shut down
accounts on their networks that publish “bad infor-
mation”. The content was deemed to misinterpret
policy directives and distort Chinese Communist
Party history. Another mandate in the new cyber-
security law requires online platforms to get a
license to post news reports or commentary about
the government, economy, military, foreign affairs
and social issues. There has also been increasing

pletely lose access to virtual private networks
(VPN), software which allows people to circumvent
the Great Firewall.

In January China’s Ministry of Industry and
Information Technology (MIIT) announced it would
be banning the use of unlicensed VPN providers.
While there has been little clarity on what exactly
the rule meant and how, or even if, it would be
implemented, Apple said last month that it was
removing VPNs from its China app store.

“The Red Guard generation is in power now,’ one
Weibo commenter said of the latest investigation,
alluding to a 1960s youth paramilitary movement
that tormented and attacked people whom they
perceived to be opposed to Mao Zedong’s Cultural

lic security and the social order” and are illegal

ship system known as the “Great Firewall”. But

UBER FACES BATTLE OVER
‘DESTRUCTIVE LAWSUIT

RIDE-SERVICES FIRM IS BESET WITH SCANDALS

SAN FRANCISCO: Ride-services company Uber
is facing a divided board of directors and angry
shareholders after investor Benchmark Capital
filed a lawsuit against the company’s ousted
chief executive, Travis Kalanick, dealing another
blow to the firm as it struggles to recover from a
series of scandals and hire a new leader.

On Friday morning, three Uber investors
asked Benchmark to divest its shares and step
down from Uber Technologies Inc’s board,
according to an email published by news web-
site Axios and confirmed by Reuters. Also on
Friday, members of the board of directors sent
an email to Uber staff expressing dismay over
the Benchmark lawsuit, according to a copy of
the note obtained by Reuters.

“The Board of Directors is disappointed that a

ed in litigation,” the directors wrote. “The Board
has urged both parties to resolve the matter
cooperatively and quickly, and the Board is tak-
ing steps to facilitate that process.”

Benchmark, in its lawsuit filed on Thursday, is
seeking to force Kalanick off the board, and
accuses him of concealing a range of misdeeds

and scheming to retain power at the company
even after he was forced to resign as chief exec-
utive in June.

Benchmark was among the Uber investors in
June who pressed Kalanick to step down after a
string of setbacks. Investors Shervin Pishevar of
Sherpa Capital, Ron Burkle of Yucaipa
Companies and Adam Leber, an angel investor
who works for music company Maverick, on
Friday wrote an email to shareholders and board

from the company board and divest enough of
its shares so that it would no longer have the
right to appoint other board seats.

“We have investors ready to acquire these
shares as soon as we receive communication
from Benchmark that they are willing to with-
draw their lawsuit and sell a minimum of 75
percent of their holdings,” the email said,
according to Axios.

Reuters confirmed the email with a source
close to one of the investors. The three investors
and Benchmark could not be reached for com-
ment. The division and hostility emerging
among Uber investors and directors opens a
new front in a highly unusual public battle for
Silicon Valley. It is rare for a venture firm to sue
the central figure of a valuable portfolio compa-
ny, and equally unexpected for investors to
make a counter-move to push out a fellow
investor backing the same company.

Pishevar, Burkle and Leber-who are not mem-
bers of the board of directors-said Benchmark'’s
lawsuit harms Uber’s valuation, interferes with
fundraising efforts and impedes the company’s
search for a new CEO to replace Kalanick.
Benchmark’s tactics are “ethically dubious and,
critically, value-destructive rather than value
enhancing,” the investors wrote in the email,
according to Axios.

The email from the board of directions was
signed by Yasir Al-Rumayyan, Ryan Graves,
Arianna Huffington, Wan Ling Martello and
David Trujillo. Missing were the signatures of
Kalanick and Benchmark board member Matt
Cohler. It assured staff that there were “several
outstanding candidates” for the CEO job.

One Uber investor told Reuters that Kalanick’s
continued role at the company has complicated
the CEO search and scared off some good candi-

concern among internet users that they will com-

disagreement between shareholders has result-

members calling for Benchmark to remove itself

|
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CONSUMER REPORTS
PULLS MICROSOFT LAPTOP
RECOMMENDATION

SAN FRANCISCO: Consumer Reports is
pulling its recommendation of four
Microsoft laptops after one of its surveys
found that users were complaining about
problems with the devices.

The consumer advocacy group said
Thursday that it can no longer recommend
Microsoft laptops or tablets because of
poor reliability compared to other brands.
Microsoft said the findings don’t accurately
reflect Surface owners'“true experiences.”

The consumer group says Microsoft
machines have performed well in laboratory
testing. But a subscriber survey found start-
up and freezing problems. The devices los-
ing their “recommended” status are the
Surface Laptop (128GB and 256GB versions)
and Surface Book (128GB and 512GB ver-
sions). Consumer Reports last pulled laptop
recommendations in 2015, when ratings
were removed for two Hewlett-Packard lap-
tops and one made by Lenovo. —AP

CYBERATTACK LEAVES MILLIONS
WITHOUT MOBILE PHONE
SERVICE IN VENEZUELA

CARACAS: A massive cyberattack that took
down government websites in Venezuela
earlier this week also has left seven million
mobile phone users without service, the
government said Thursday.

A group that calls itself The Binary
Guardians claimed responsibility for attacks
that targeted the websites of the govern-
ment, the supreme court and the National
Assembly. “These terrorist actions which
affected the Movilnet's GSM platform on
Wednesday left without communication
seven of the state operator’s 13 million
users,” Science and Technology Minister
Hugbel Roa said.

Venezuela has two other private mobile
phone operators: Spanish-owned Movistar
and Digitel.

Roa said the outage was part of a wave
of attacks that began Monday when
dozens of government and private compa-
ny websites were hacked. Roa said there
also have been nine cuts in the country’s
fiber optic network, which has cut off
already precarious internet service to seven
states. “The attacks were carried out with
the help of foreign agents, trying once
again to disrupt our country’s connectivity,”
Roa said, adding that an investigation was
underway. —AFP

dates. — Reuters

AMAZON LOOKS
TO NEW FOOD
TECHNOLOGY FOR
HOME DELIVERY

SAN FRANCISCO: Amazon.com Inc is exploring a tech-
nology first developed for the US military to produce
tasty prepared meals that do not need refrigeration, as
it looks for new ways to muscle into the $700 billion US
grocery business.

The world’s biggest online retailer has discussed sell-
ing ready-to-eat dishes such as beef stew and a veg-
etable frittata as soon as next year, officials at the start-
up firm marketing the technologytold Reuters. The dish-
es would be easy to stockpile and ship because they do
not require refrigeration and could be offered quite
cheaply compared with take-out from a restaurant.

If the cutting-edge food technology comes to
fruition, and Amazon implements it on a large scale, it
would be a major step forward for the company as it
looks to grab hold of more grocery customers shifting
toward quick and easy meal options at home.

Delivering meals would build on the company’s
AmazonFresh service, which has been delivering gro-
ceries to customers’ homes for a decade. It could also
complement Amazon'’s planned $13.7 billion purchase
of Whole Foods Market Inc and Amazon'’s checkout-free
convenience store, which is in the test stage. The pio-
neering food-prep tech, known as microwave assisted
thermal sterilization, or MATS, was developed by
researchers at Washington State University, and is
being brought to market by a venture-backed startup
called 915 Labs, based in Denver.

The method involves placing sealed packages of
food in pressurized water and heating them with
microwaves for several minutes, according to 915 Labs.

Unlike traditional processing methods, where pack-
ages are in pressure cookers for up to an hour until
both bacteria and nutrients are largely gone, the dishes
retain their natural flavor and texture, the company
said. They also can sit on a shelf for a year, which would
make them suitable for Amazon’s storage and delivery
business model. “They obviously see that this is a
potential disruptor and an ability to get to a private
brand uniqueness that they're looking for,” said Greg
Spragg, a former Wal-Mart Stores Inc executive and
now head of a startup working with MATS technology.
“They will test these products with their consumers,
and get a sense of where they would go.”

Amazon declined to comment. Spragg’s company,
Solve for Food, plans to acquire a MATS machine from
915 Labs that can make 1,800 packages an hour. The
company aims to use the machine at a new food inno-
vation center in northwest Arkansas, near the head-
quarters of Wal-Mart. 915 Labs also has an Arkansas
connection: it is designing the beef stew and other
dishes with a chef at the Bentonville-based Brightwater
Center for the Study of Food. Wal-Mart did not com-
ment on whether it is looking into the technology.

MATS technology grew out of efforts by the US
Army’s Natick laboratories more than a decade ago to
improve food quality for soldiers in combat.
Washington State University, a five-hour drive from
Amazon'’s Seattle headquarters, received US funding
and became the research hub for MATS. —Reuters

Revolution. —AFP

In this photo provided by Nils Henningstad, Henningstad poses next to his Tesla
Model X while charging the electric car at a public charging station on Thursday. —AP

FOR ELECTRIC CARS TO TAKE OFF,
THEY' LL NEED PLACE TO CHARGE

DETROIT: Around the world, support is
growing for electric cars. Automakers are
delivering more electric models with
longer range and lower prices, such as the
Chevrolet Bolt and the Tesla Model 3. China
has set aggressive targets for electric vehi-
cle sales to curb pollution; some European
countries aim to be all-electric by 2040 or
sooner. Those lofty ambitions face numer-
ous challenges, including one practical
consideration for consumers: If they buy
electric cars, where will they charge them?

The distribution of public charging sta-
tions is wildly uneven around the globe.
Places with lots of support from govern-
ments or utilities, like China, the
Netherlands and California, have thousands
of public charging outlets. Buyers of Tesla'’s
luxury models have access to a company-
funded Supercharger network. But in many
places, public charging remains scarce.
That’s a problem for people who need to
drive further than the 200 miles or so that
most electric cars can travel. It's also a barri-
er for the millions of people who don't have
a garage to plug in their cars overnight.

“Do we have what we need? The answer
at the moment is, ‘No,” says Graham Evans,
an analyst with IHS Markit. Take Norway,
which has publicly funded charging and
generous incentives for electric car buyers.
Architect Nils Henningstad drives past 20
to 30 charging stations each day on his 22-
mile (35-kilometer) commute to Oslo. He
works for the city and can charge his Nissan
Leaf at work; his fiancee charges her Tesla
SUV at home or at one of the world’s
largest Tesla Supercharger stations, 20
miles away.

It's a very different landscape in New
Berlin, Wisconsin, where Jeff Solie relies on
the charging system he rigged up in his
garage to charge two Tesla sedans and a Volt.
Solie and his wife don’t have chargers at their
offices, and the nearest Tesla Superchargers
are 45 miles (72 kilometers) away.

“If I can’t charge at home, there’s no way
for me to have electric cars as my primary
source of transportation,” says Solie, who
works for the media company EW Scripps.
The uneven distribution of chargers wor-
ries many potential electric vehicle owners.
It's one reason electric vehicles make up
less than 1 percent of cars on the road.
“Humans worst-case their purchases of
automobiles. You have to prove to the con-
sumer that they can drive across the coun-
try, even though they probably won't,” says
Pasquale Romano, the CEO of ChargePoint,
one of the largest charging station
providers in North America and Europe.

Gaps to be filled
Romano says there’s no exact ratio of
the number of chargers needed per car. But

he says workplaces should have one charg-
er for every 2.5 electric cars and retail stores
need one for every 20 electric cars.
Highways need one every 50 to 75 miles,
he says. That suggests a lot of gaps still
need to be filled.

Automakers and governments are push-
ing to fill them. The number of publicly
available, global charging spots grew 72
percent to more than 322,000 last year, the
International Energy Agency said. Navigant
Research expects that to grow to more
than 2.2 million by 2026; more than one-
third of those will be in China.

Tesla Inc. - which figured out years ago
that people wouldn't buy its cars without
roadside charging - is doubling its global
network of Supercharger stations to 10,000
this year. BMW, Daimler, Volkswagen and
Ford are building 400 fast-charging stations
in Europe. Volkswagen is building hun-
dreds of stations across the US as part of its
settlement for selling polluting diesel
engines. Even oil-rich Dubai, which just got
its first Tesla showroom, has more than 50
locations to charge electric cars.

But there are pitfalls. There are different
types of charging stations, and no one
knows the exact mix drivers will eventual-
ly need. A grocery store might spend
$5,000 for an AC charge point, which pro-
vides a car with 5 to 15 miles of range in
30 minutes. But once most cars get 200 or
300 miles per charge, slow chargers are
less necessary. Electric cars with longer
range need fast-charging DC chargers
along highways, but DC chargers cost
$35,000 or more.

That uncertainty makes it difficult to
make money setting up chargers, says Lisa
Jerram, an associate director with Navigant
Research. For at least the next three to five
years, she says, deep-pocketed automak-
ers, governments and utilities will be pri-
marily responsible for building charging
infrastructure.

There's also the question of who will
meet the needs of apartment dwellers. San
Francisco, Shanghai and Vancouver,
Canada, are now requiring new homes and
apartment buildings to be wired for EV
charging. But without government sup-
port, plans for charging stations can falter.
In Michigan, a utility’s $15 million plan to
install 800 public charging stations was
scrapped in April after state officials and
ChargePoint objected.

Solie, the electric car owner in
Wisconsin, likes Europe’s approach:
Governments should set bold targets for
electric car sales and let the private sector
meet the need.“If the US were to send up a
flare that policy was going to change...
investments would become very attractive,’
he says. —AP

HBO OFFERED ‘BOUNTY’
TO HACKERS: REPORT

BO offered a reward of $250,000 in
H response to a data breach at the

television group that produces
“Game of Thrones,” according to a report
from a leaked memo. The report by Variety
on Thursday said HBO offered the pay-
ment as a “bug bounty,” which is offered
by companies to discover vulnerabilities in
their computer networks.

The offer apparently failed to satisfy the
attackers who have demanded a ransom of
millions of dollars and are threatening to
release more files from what is claimed to
be a massive data breach.

HBO, a unit of the media group Time

Warner, did not respond to a query about
the Variety report. Earlier this week, a video
circulating online authored by someone
identified only as “Mr. Smith” said the hack-
ers had videos, scripts, personnel files and
other sensitive data from the breach. The
hackers demanded “six month salary,”
which, according to the video, would be
more than $6 million.

Last week the hacker group leaked
one script of “Games of Thrones” and con-
tent from other HBO productions. HBO
has said it was working with forensic
experts and law enforcement in response
to the attack. — AFP
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NAMUR: A picture taken in a the poultry farm in Hesbaye region near Namur
shows eggs being packed. —AFP

EXPERTS POINT FINGER AT DUTCH
OVERSIGHT AGENCY IN EGG SCANDAL

THE HAGUE: Years of cuts at the Dutch
food watchdog agency and a tendency
among politicians to put economics
ahead of public safety may be to blame
for the EU’s tainted-egg scandal that
has spread as far as Hong Kong.
Millions of eggs have been pulled from
supermarket shelves across Europe and
dozens of poultry farms have closed
since it emerged on August 1 that eggs
contaminated with fipronil, which can
harm human health, were being
exported and sold.

Fipronil is widely used to rid house-
hold pets such as dogs and cats of
fleas, but is banned by the European
Union from treating animals destined
for human consumption, including
chickens. The World Health
Organization says fipronil is “moderate-
ly hazardous” in large quantities, with
potential danger to people’s kidneys,
liver and thyroid glands.

Food safety authorities in The
Netherlands-where farmers are at the
epicenter of the row-this week admit-
ted they received an anonymous tip-off
last November about the use of fipronil
in chicken pens but refuted allegations
of negligence. “It's mind-blowing that
there was no connection made then,
between the tip-off and the fact that
fipronil may have contaminated both
the chickens and the eggs,” Dutch
investigative journalist and food writer
Marcel van Silfhout said.

Had the NVWA, the Dutch food and
goods watchdog, acted at that point,
the latest trouble to hit the export-
dependent Dutch food industry could
have largely been avoided, said Van
Silfhout, who penned a critical book
about food safety and the NVWA in
2014. Martin van den Berg, a professor
and senior toxicologist at Utrecht
University’s Institute of Risk
Assessment Sciences, added: “If there
were investigators who were experts in
this area and understood the impact of
fipronil, maybe there would have been
a different reaction.”

But after consultations following
the tip-off, the NVWA decided “there
was no reason to think that fipronil
would enter either eggs or chickens,”
two Dutch ministers said in a letter to
parliament on Thursday. Said van
Silfhout: “I can’t understand why the
alarm bells didn't go off when a poi-
sonous substance has been found in a
chicken pen.”

Problem started with cutbacks

Much of the current problem can be
traced back to a growing loss of expert-
ise; the NVWA and its predecessors have
faced a series of cutbacks and trims
since 2003, experts say. The heavily-bur-
dened agency-which deals with food
security but also general safety of
goods-saw its permanent staff shrink
from 3,700 full-time jobs in 2003 to
2,200 over the next decade, according to
the Dutch Christian-based daily Trouw.

Though the number is now back up
slightly to about 2,600, many employ-
ees are not experts in their fields,
according to Van Silfhout. “There is no
doubt that the problem started with
the cutbacks since 2003,” he said. Since
then, a series of food scandals to hit
The Netherlands, including the out-
break of Q fever in 2007 which killed
dozens of people, firmly laid the blame
on the NVWA.

Although a 2013 scandal over horse
meat-when it was discovered that a
Dutch company was passing off horse
meat as beef to be used in burgers and
other meat products across Europe-had
no health implications, the NVWA was
criticized for not being stringent
enough in its oversight.

Not a food watchdog

In 2003, the NVWA was moved from
under the Dutch health ministry to agri-
culture which then fell under the eco-
nomic affairs ministry. Over the years,
the farming industry started to largely
“regulate itself and agrarian motives got
the priority,” Van Silfhout wrote in his
2014 book “Deboned-how safe is our
food still?”“A culture of soft enforcement
took hold ... instead of clear independ-
ent inspections,”Van Silfhout wrote.

Pieter van Vollenhoven, Princess
Margriet’s husband and a former Dutch
Safety Board chairman, agreed. “At
(farming) companies, economic consid-
erations quickly took the lead,” he told
the Dutch daily Algemeen Dagblad in a
recent interview. “The NVWA must stand
up for public interest, for food security.
Alas, the agency in reality is not a food
watchdog, but an extension of econom-
ic policy,”Van Vollenhoven said.

Dutch Health Minister Edith
Schippers this week admitted that the
government had made “errors” but
denied any cover-up. “Once the crisis is
behind us, we will analyze the roles of
each of the players,” Schippers said, “and
we will draw our conclusions”.—AFP
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STUDY BOOSTS HOPE OF ‘LIQUID
BIOPSIES' FOR CANCER SCREENING

WASHINGTON: Scientists have the first major evi-
dence that blood tests called liquid biopsies hold
promise for screening people for cancer. Hong
Kong doctors tried it for a type of head and neck
cancer, and boosted early detection and one
measure of survival. The tests detect DNA that
tumors shed into the blood. Some are used now
to monitor cancer patients, and many companies
are trying to develop versions of these for screen-
ing, as possible alternatives to mammograms,
colonoscopies and other such tests.

The new study shows this approach can work,
at least for this one form of cancer and in a coun-
try where it's common. “This work is very exciting
on the larger scale” because it gives a blueprint
for how to make tests for other tumor types such
as lung or breast, said Dr. Dennis Lo of Chinese
University of Hong Kong. “We are brick by brick
putting that technology into place!” He led the
study , published Wednesday by the New
England Journal of Medicine. Lo is best known for
discovering that fetal DNA can be found in a
mom’s blood, which launched a new era of non-
invasive testing for pregnant women.

The study involved nasopharyngeal cancer,
which forms at the top of the throat behind the
nose. It's a good test case for DNA screening
because it's an aggressive cancer where early
detection matters a lot, and screening could be
tried in a population where the cancer is most
common middle-aged Chinese men. Also, the
Epstein-Barr virus is involved in most cases, so
tests could hunt for viral DNA that tumors shed
into the blood in large quantities, rather than rare
bits of cancer cells themselves. About 20,000 men
were screened, and viral DNA was found in 1,112,
or 5.5 percent.

Of those, 309 also had the DNA on confirma-
tory tests a month later. After endoscope and
MRI exams, 34 turned out to have cancer. More
cases were found at the earliest stage - 71 per-
cent versus only 20 percent of a comparison
group of men who had been treated for
nasopharyngeal cancer over the previous five

PHILADELPHIA: In this file photo, a patient has her blood drawn for a liquid biopsy
during an appointment at a hospital in Philadelphia. —AP

years. That's important because early cases often
are cured with radiation alone, but more
advanced ones need chemotherapy and treat-
ment is less successful. Screening also seemed to
improve how many survived without worsening
disease - 97 percent at three years versus 70 per-
cent of the comparison group.

Only one person who tested negative on
screening developed nasopharyngeal cancer
within a year. The researchers estimate 593 peo-
ple would need to be screened at a total cost of
$28,600 to identify one cancer case. It may be
worth it in Hong Kong, but maybe not in places
like the US where the disease is rare, and more
people would have to be screened at a greater

cost to find each case, said Dr. Richard Ambinder
of Johns Hopkins School of Medicine, who wrote
a commentary in the journal. Still, “this is showing
that liquid biopsies have great promise,” he said.
“This is an advance that will indeed save lives!”

The study was sponsored by an Asian founda-
tion and the Hong Kong government. Lo and
some other authors founded Cirina, a Hong Kong-
based company focused on early cancer detec-
tion, and get royalties related to DNA blood tests.
In May, Cirina merged with Grail Inc,, a California
company working on cancer screening blood
tests with more than $1 billion from drug compa-
nies and big-name investors such as Jeff Bezos
and Bill Gates.—AP

SCIENTISTS GENE-EDIT PIGLETS, BRINGING
ORGAN TRANSPLANTS TO HUMANS CLOSER

WASHINGTON: Scientists have
successfully edited the genetic
code of piglets to remove dor-
mant viral infections, a break-
through that could eventually
pave the way for animal-to-
human organ transplants. Their
work, documented in the US jour-
nal Science on Thursday, could
save lives by reducing organ

#

donor waiting lists that have risen
over the years, partly thanks to
better road safety. There are
some 117,000 people on the US
transplant waiting list alone,
according to official data, while
22 people die each day waiting
for an organ.

Harvard University geneticists
George Church and Luhan Yang,

together with a team of Danish
and Chinese collaborators, placed
edited embryonic cells into a
chemical cocktail that encour-
aged growth and overcame the
destructive effect inherent in the
modification process. They then
used a standard cloning tech-
nique to insert the edited DNA
into egg cells that were placed

into a surrogate mother.

“Before our study, there was
huge scientific uncertainty about
whether the pig [produced after
this editing] is viable,” Yang said,
adding the team had now pro-
duced 37 piglets free of the
porcine endogenous retroviruses
(PERVSs). “If this is correct, it's a
great achievement,” said virolo-
gist Joachim Denner of the
Robert Koch Institute in Berlin, an
expert in the retroviruses. It is not
clear whether PERVs would infect
humans who receive pig organs,
but lab studies have shown
human cells can be infected by
the viruses in a dish.

Humans can already receive
pig heart valves and pancreases,
but scientists have long sought to
make their entire organs, which
grow to around human size, avail-
able for harvest. But the goal of
xenotransplantation remains
some way off. Researchers still
need to edit pig genes to avoid
triggering a human immune sys-
tem reaction and prevent toxic
interactions in blood. These steps
“are probably more challenging”
than removing the dormant
infections, said Yang.—AFP
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Al-Awadhi. The committee plans spoke about a variety of topics including the upcoming activities for the ambassador’s wives.

g

AHMAD

S heikh Ahmad Fawaz Al-Khalid Al-Sabah welcomed the spouses of several ambassadors along with the chairwoman of the International Women Committee Narjes Al-Shatti for a luncheon on the occasion of the opening of his restaurant in Dar

THIS PIZZA CAPTURES THE TRASTE OF NEW ENGLAND CLAM CHOWDER

a good summer vacation, and it is best

eaten barefoot with a sea breeze and
chilled rose. But life is not always a beach
and we are, regrettably, not always on vaca-
tion. Luckily, with a few staycation-ready
recipes stored away, you can easily transport
yourself and all of your friends to the shores
of Cape Cod.

This Grilled White Pizza with Cockles,
Lemon and Kale, with a rich creamy sauce
reminiscent of New England clam chowder, is
a refreshing change of pace from a summer
full of hamburgers and grilled vegetables.
Bright lemon zest pops against the season’s
sweetest clams, while lightly charred pizza
dough offers a crunchy smokiness that no
oyster cracker would dare to challenge.
Culinary Institute of America chef Scott
Swartz says that grilling pizza, especially this
one, is great for summertime parties, because
each component can be made ahead.

He suggests, “Grill one side of the pizza
dough, then remove it, cooked-side up, to a
lightly oiled tray. Put your toppings on the
cooked side and then, just before serving,
return to the grill, cover, and let the dough
crisp and the toppings warm through. This
way, the dough can be grilled way ahead of
time and quickly finished when ready to eat”
Though the flavors of this pizza are rich and
bold, there’s still leaves plenty of room for
personalization. Add familiar chowder ingre-
dients like bacon or sweet summer corn for
an ode to the classic. Or try roasted poblanos,
caramelized fennel, or spicy chorizo for
something new and exciting. And if this feels
a little heavy on the summer bod, you can
make the sauce without the cream. Since
you'll still need it to be saucy, we would add a
bit more wine and a little squeeze of lemon
juice. Remember, though, that the whole

F resh shellfish is one of the hallmarks of

thing is topped with kale, which basically
makes it a salad, right?

Speaking of kale, we like it here because
it's a mild green with a texture that holds up
well to cooking. If it’s not for you, you can use
spinach (just skip the pre-cooking step),

Swiss chard, or even flavorful mustard greens.

This would also be equally delicious with
blanched asparagus, thinly sliced broccoli, or
even shaved cabbage.

Cockles are a nice choice for this pizza,
since they are small and tender, but fresh
and local should take precedence. Choose
whatever clam variety is of the best quality

L

where you are, and make sure to keep them
nice and cold while you prepare the other
ingredients.

Most store-bought clams should be rela-
tively clean and free of sand, but you'll want
to be extra sure, since in most coastal regions,
serving gritty clams is punishable by a fine of
one case of cold beer. Refrigerate your clams
in a bowl of salted water for at least a few
hours for peace of mind. Discard any clams
with broken or damaged shells, or any open
clams that do not close when gently tapped.

This pizza makes enough a family dinner,
with a nice summer salad on the side. The

T —

recipe can easily be doubled or even tripled
for a party, and the dough can be shaped
into rectangles for easy appetizer portions, or
even into small individual rounds-whatever
floats your boat. It's still summer, so you can
do what you want. Save the rules for
September.

GRILLED WHITE PIZZA WITH
COCKLES, LEMON AND KALE
Ingredients

Servings: 4

Start to finish: 1 hour

3 cups torn kale leaves, from about 1/2
bunch

2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil

4 cloves garlic, thinly sliced

1 shallot, minced

1 cup heavy cream

1 pound, 8 ounces of cockles, little necks,
or other small, seasonal clam, rinsed and
soaked, if needed

2 teaspoons cornstarch, mixed with 1
tablespoon water, to make a slurry

1/4 cup grated Parmesan cheese

1/4 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper

1 pound pizza dough, thawed if frozen

1 tablespoon canola oil

1/2 teaspoon crushed red chili flakes

1 teaspoon lemon zest (see note)

Lemon wedges, for serving

Preparation

In a large bowl, prepare an ice water bath
and set aside. Bring a medium pot of water to
a boil over high heat. Add the kale and cook
until wilted, about 3 minutes. Use tongs or a
large slotted spoon to transfer the kale to the
ice water bath to cool. Drain and set aside.

Heat the olive oil in a large lidded
saucepan or pot over medium heat. Add the
garlic and shallot and cook, stirring constant-

ly, until translucent, about 4 minutes. Add the
wine, cream, and clams, and stir to coat.
Cover and cook until the clamshells have
opened, about 4 minutes. Remove from the
heat and use a slotted spoon or tongs to
transfer clams to a bowl.

Return the pan to low heat and bring the
cooking liquid to a simmer. Add the corn-
starch slurry, mixing constantly to incorpo-
rate. Return to a simmer and add the cheese
and pepper. Simmer, stirring constantly, until
the cheese has melted and the sauce has
thickened, about 3 minutes. Transfer to a
bowl, straining through a mesh sieve if
desired, and set aside to cool.

Meanwhile, remove the clam meat from
the shells and roughly chop (leave some
clams in the shell for garnish, if you like).
Discard shells. To make the pizza, prepare a
grill for medium-heat cooking. Roll or stretch
the pizza dough into a 14-inch round. Lightly
brush one side with about half of the canola
oil, then place oil-side down on the grill.
Cook, covered, until the dough is browned
and crisp on the bottom, 2 to 3 minutes.

Carefully transfer the dough, cooked-side
down, onto a large baking sheet. Brush the
top with the remaining canola oil, then flip.
Spread the cooked side with a thin layer of
cream sauce (you may not use it all), leaving a
2-inch border around the edge of the dough.
Top with chopped clams, kale, and chili flakes
and cook until crisp and golden brown and
toppings are warmed through, 2 to 3 min-
utes. Sprinkle with lemon zest, then slice and
serve with lemon wedges. - AP

Chef’s Note
For a sweet and savory variation, use
chopped candied lemon peel in place of
fresh zest. It can be found in most specialty
markets.
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ACROSS

1. An associate degree in applied science.

4. Along-handled saw with a curved blade.

12.The syllable naming the sixth (submediant)
note of a major or minor scale in solmization.

15. Arun that is the result of the batter's perform-
ance.

16. Causing envy.

17. A self-funded retirement plan that allows you
to contribute a limited yearly sum toward
your retirement.

18.The longest division of geological time.

19. North American evergreen with small pinkish
bell-shaped flowers and oblong leaves used
formerly for shinplasters.

20.The 22nd letter of the Greek alphabet.

21. Asstiff chitinous seta or bristle especially of an
annelid worm.

23.In this sense "Gentile' denotes a Christian as
contrasted with a Jew.

24. A landlocked desert republic in north-central
Africa.

26.Type genus of the Amiidae.

27.0f or relating to a member of the Buddhist
people inhabiting the Mekong river in Laos
and Thailand.

30. A Gaelic-speaking Celt in Ireland or Scotland or
the Isle of Man.

33. Sluggish tailless Australian arboreal marsupial
with gray furry ears and coat.

36. State in northeastern India.

39. Interface consisting of a standard port between
a computer and its peripherals that is used in
some computers.

43. A machine or person that adds.

44. American dwarf fan palms.

45. Aflat-bottomed volcanic crater that was
formed by an explosion.

46. A recurring sleep state during which dreaming
occurs.

47. Aninternational organization of European
countries formed after World War |l to reduce
trade barriers and increase cooperation
among its members.

48. A rapid escape (as by criminals).

50. A nucleic acid that transmits genetic informa-
tion from DNA to the cytoplasm.

51.The largest continent with 60% of the earth's
population.

55. A computerized data system to provide bro-
kers with price quotations for securities traded
over the counter.

57. United States biochemist who discovered how

America having velvety brownish-green
toothed leaves and clusters of small green
flowers.

84. A doctor's degree in theology.

DOWN

1. Any of several tall tropical palms native to south-
eastern Asia having egg-shaped nuts.

2. A unit of resistance equal to a billionth of an
ohm.

3. Amountain peak in the southern Sinai Peninsula
(7,500 feet high).

4. (superlative of “‘good') Having the most positive
qualities.

5. Draw in by breathing.

6. Being six more than fifty.

7. A characteristic language of a particular group
(as among thieves).

8. An indication of radiant light drawn around the
head of a saint.

9.Be obedient to.

10. Leaf or strip from a leaf of the talipot palm used
in India for writing paper.

11. An oral cephalosporin (trade names Keflex and
Keflin and Keftab) commonly prescribe for
mild to moderately severe infections of the
skin or ears or throat or lungs or urinary tract.

12. Chinese fruit having a thin brittle shell enclos-
ing a sweet jellylike pulp and a single seed.

13. A Buddhist who has attained nirvana.

14. A member of a seafaring group of North
American Indians who lived on the Pacific
coast of British Columbia and southwestern
Alaska.

22. Any of various large keen-sighted diurnal birds
of prey noted for their broad wings and
strong soaring flight.

25. A deep opening in the earth's surface.

28.By bad luck.

29. (Arthurian legend) The battlefield where King
Arthur was mortally wounded.

31. Ariver in north central Switzerland that runs
northeast into the Rhine.

32. Any of numerous local fertility and nature
deities worshipped by ancient Semitic peo-
ples.

34. A port city of south central Ukraine on an arm
of the Black Sea.

35. Declare or acknowledge to be true.

37. A constitutional monarchy on the western part
of the islands of Samoa in the South Pacific.

38. A metallic element having four allotropic forms.

40. A game played with playing cards.
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STARS

STAR TRACK

Aries (March 21-April 19)

You have plenty of good practical job-related thoughts and ideas. You have
the ability to communicate with superiors and describe what you see. You
work with real imagination and understanding in areas of the mind that are most pri-
vate-depth psychology. Understanding your co-workers has an advantage this week, as
someone may have been relieved from certain duties and another may have moved up
in status. Politics and jealousy from others may gain your sympathy. Working with others
at this time has brought you to realize that your ability to focus is an important factor in
your business expertise. You may be sought after as just the person for a particular proj-
ect. Laughter is contagious this evening-enjoy a good laugh with friends.

T
u Taurus (April 20-May 20)

You may be under a lot of pressure, at least in the way you appear to oth-
ers. All is not in harmony between your emotions and the way you express yourself just
now. Take a step back and reassess what motivates you. You are insightful when it comes
to practical matters-job, career and such. You are independent and you may have an
unconventional approach to work, especially regarding how you organize or manage
your work. Perhaps the only problem today is that you may have a reputation for being
different. You enjoy the emotional nourishment and a sense of security from ideals,
friends and social involvement. There is a need for change, a desire to break away from
the outmoded patterns. Find an enjoyment for the new and unique.

(ﬁ Gemini (May 21-June 20)

You do not like making speeches, but when elected to take the place of a
scheduled speaker, you can plan each word perfectly. You are able to be a very forceful
speaker when needed. Today, your words just gush out and you create an emotional
impact that brings new information to your listeners. You have no trouble putting your
feelings into words; in fact, you may have to exercise some control over your tongue, for
you are quick. You may enjoy throwing in a word here and there that is new to the audi-
ence and keeps them alert and listening. Ideas, words, books, etc,, are pursued with great
gusto. This is a time when support and recognition should be in the forecast from public,
family and friends. Slow the tempo tonight and enjoy a quiet evening.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Everything points to your taking a project over. You feel that you have sup-
port from those around you and your ideas will add to the smoothness of the execution
of the project. There is a surge of independence, freedom and an interest in trying new
ideas. If you are in sales, or teaching, others will not be able to resist paying attention to
you. You are a smooth talker with a quick wit. This is a productive time. You are not afraid
to try new things. This will broaden your thinking and help you see new styles, ideas and
paths to successful outcomes. A little time management may be needed for most peo-
ple, but you seem to naturally pull things together. A sense of humor this evening helps
you to enjoy your surroundings.

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Pay attention to your timing today so that you are able to make complete
sentences and complete whatever tasks are placed before you. Communication, particu-
larly with those you feel may be a bit pushy, could prove troublesome. When using writ-
ten communications, it will be good to spell-check and proofread. You will be successful
in whatever method of communication you choose. Create an interest in viewing the
possible outcomes of a situation, instead of the quick fix-no surprises. You encourage
others through your own actions. There could be change on the home front this evening.
You appreciate tradition and regularity and you may be set against anything new. Of
course, one could consider a good reupholstering job on a sturdy chair.

"'l‘ Your most essential quality has to do with the very real love and
compassion you radiate. Your sense of value and sheer appreciation for life are com-
municated to all. You take control of a difficult situation today in some efforts to
make others feel at ease. You could feel great support from those around you. You
are also a born entertainer. There are special talents you are aware of and the ener-
gies today are with you in all of these areas. They are to enhance your problem-solv-
ing and strengthen your ability to help others. Perhaps you are in the medical field.
You will succeed in your efforts; feel the confidence that belongs to you. Fill the air
with music tonight.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)
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Libra (September 23-October 22)

You must learn to listen to some of your own more sensitive areas and feel-
ings; they are clues into who you are and where your compassion can be found. Clear
communication is ever important in order to get your information across. It is time to
start thinking about opportunities that will show off your own special abilities. You may
enjoy your job and be able to express your business expertise. This evening it will be
time to show how well you can create what everyone wants. This may be with music,
crafts or techniques, styles or expressions. You have held yourself back for much too
long. You cannot abolish your creativity. Consider taking some time to volunteer in some
mentoring and tutoring capacity, perhaps a community awareness project.

ﬁ Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

You have strong, stable emotions and tend to draw around you the perfect
environment for yourself. The thing you need is always at hand. In addition, you get
much support and good fortune from friends and relatives. You are sometimes pulled
between a desire to progress and be all that you can be, versus a tendency to dwell in the
past. Today may be full of dwelling in the past but you will eventually pay attention to the
happenings around you. You can change a difficult matter in the office to an understand-
able occurrence. You will probably be the teacher today and you should be very pleased
at the way the workday ends. Meeting with friends after work will afford you an opportu-
nity to relax and enjoy the company of your peers.

&l Sagittarius (November22-December21)

- You may feel left out or passed over just now. Your own requirements may
appear to limit and separate you from where the rest of the gang is head-
ed. This is a short-term situation but needs your attention. Close relationships will take
on more emotional depth, power and importance at this time. An important event is
near. This is a time during which you can have the experience of taking a greater role in
the creation of life itself. You become one with the creative force to a marked extent-
powerfully positive thinking. This could just be the time to break the mold and try what
is unconventional, but with real passion. A much more independent and adventurous
you will emerge. Relax this evening, perhaps a good video movie.

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

This is a great time to be with others and to work together. You enjoy work-
ing in a group that knows how to be part of a team and work together. You are very moti-
vated, with a strong drive and urge to do and accomplish. In your own personal work-
space you have an eye toward progress and the future; you feel compelled to try for what
is just out of your reach. As a born coach or teacher, you are at home in the physical-
action areas of life. You are quite able to manage a very active and strong emotional life.
At home this afternoon a loved one gives you reason to be critical-you are wise to hold
back your comments. Find the positive possibilities in this particular person. This person

may just need to talk.

ﬁ Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

Your relentless pursuit of anything hidden makes you a good investigator.
You are positive and energized, handling subject matters that others would never come
near. You are able to size up a problem and come up with a solution. Using your mind to
negotiate obstacles and handle dilemmas, you will be called upon to solve several busi-
ness problems today. You could be a computer wizard or a technical adviser-whatever
the case, others are glad you make yourself available. You have a natural ability to guide
and lead others through the hassles of life. You could be very much in demand as a coun-
selor-you enjoy solving problems. Be prepared-this could amount to a passion that oth-

ers may not be ready to deal with-pace yourself.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Your mind could be quite clear and natural. Ideas are streaming easily to
you. You can talk, talk, talk. You could be on a planning committee or in
advertising that calls for your kind of thinking. Your outward seriousness and no-non-
sense approach to things are obvious to all. This deliberate sense of responsibility comes
across and is central to your personality and the way you relate to other people.
Everything is run through your checkpoint to see if it holds up and can pass the test.
Although you are very creative, you can be a stickler with details. You may be able to
enjoy and value the relationships you have with your friends and loved ones tonight.
General good feeling and a sense of support and harmony make this a happy time.
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Rt FOR RENT
P
| ., A KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY
!.E 10/08/2017 TO 16/08/2017
vINEMA ( )
SHARQIA-1 FANAR-2 AVENUES-1 47 METERS DOWN 9:15PM
KIDNAP 1215PM THE EMOJI MOVIE 1215PM THE HATTON GARDEN JOB 11:50AM RESIDENT EVIL:VENDETTA- Arabic ~ 11:15PM
DUNKIRK 215PM KIDNAP 215PM JABHARRY MET SEJAL -Hindi 1:45PM 47 METERS DOWN 115AM
THE DARKTOWER 430PM THE EMOJI MOVIE 415PM THE HATTON GARDEN JOB 455PM . VI - Prarkiinsg - Mo sty alk
THE EMOJIMOVIE 630PM THE EMOJI MOVIE 6:15PM THE HATTON GARDEN JOB 700PM AVENUES-8 = d
DUNKIRK 830PM KIDNAP 815PM THE HATTON GARDEN JOB 900PM THE DARKTOWER 1:00PM
THE DARKTOWER 1045PM KIDNAP 1015PM FIRSTKILL 11:00PM TISBAH ALAKHAIR 300PM gggﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁ
KIDNAP 1245AM KIDNAP 1215AM FIRSTKILL 1:10AM JABHARRY MET SEJAL -Hindi 5:15PM
THE EMOJI MOVIE 800PM
SHARQIA-2 FANAR-3 AVENUES-2 THE DARKTOWER 1000PM
ANTAR BN IBN IBN [BN SHADAD -Arabic 12:00 PM RESIDENT EVILVENDETTA- Arabic ~ 11:30AM DUNKIRK-2D-4DX 1230PM THE DARKTOWER 1210AM
ANTARIBN IBN IBN [BN SHADAD -Arabic 2:45 PM JABHARRY MET SEJAL -Hindi 145PM THE EMOJI MOVIE-3D-4DX 245PM
DUNKIRK 5:15PM TOILET - EK PREM KATHA- Hindi 430PM WAR FORTHE PLANET OF THE APES -3D-4DX 4:45  AVENUES-9
ANTARIBN IBN IBN [BN SHADAD -Arabic 7:30 PM JABHARRY MET SEJAL -Hindi 730PM PM THE EMOJI MOVIE- Arabic 1215PM
ANTAR BN IBN IBN IBN SHADAD -Arabic 10:00 PM RESIDENTEVILVENDETTA-Arabic  10:30PM THE EMOJI MOVIE-3D-4DX 730PM THE EMOJI MOVIE-3D 230PM Soduls Sappial § S Lsskan
ANTAR BN IBN IBN IBN SHADAD -Arabic 12:30 AM RESDENTEVILVENDETTA-Arabic  12:45 AM DUNKIRK-2D-4DX 930PM THE EMOJI MOVIE- Arabic 430PM : -
THE DARK TOWER-2D-4DX 11:45PM THE EMOJI MOVIE 630PM Cretl Ik E80| FIMHALD. o Buirt
SHARQIA-3 o FANAR4 JABHARRY MErSEJAL-Hingi 8:45PM mhmrw fom by wers e
THE EMOJI MOVIE 1145 AM o AVENUES-3 JABHARRY MET SEJAL -Hindi 1145PM - 5
THEEMOJI MOVIE 145PM mﬁ;‘,‘gﬁ ﬁg\'ﬁg fg;t'ADAD A'ab“;f,'g‘:,:,lm DUNKIRK 130PM 'T": : B '_:: ey
WARFORTHE PLANET OF THEAPES ~ 3:45 PM ANTARIEN IBN IBN M SHADAD -Arabic 500 PM DUNKIRK 345PM AVENUES-10 il i g Y
JABHARRY MET SEJAL -Hindi 630PM ANTARIEN BN IBN BN SHADAD. Arabic 740 PM DUNKIRK 6:00PM WARFORTHE PLANETOFTHEAPES ~ 11:30AM il
KIDNAP 930PM e DUNKIRK 830PM WARFORTHE PLANET OF THEAPES ~ 2:15PM B
KIDNAP 11:30PM ANTARIBN BN BN BN SHADAD -Arabic 100 PM KIDNAP 1045PM WARFORTHEPLANETOF THEAPES  500PM Pty ety by
ANTARIBN IBN BN IBN SHADAD -Arabic 12:30 AM KDNAP 1245 AM TISBAH ALA KHAR 5PV wrnaand whi b w choad midhy b
MUHALAB-1 FANARSS BABY DRIVER 945PM il Baiar b g il
JABHARRY MET SEJAL -Hindi 1230PM - AVENUES-4 ATOMIC BLONDE 1205AM
THE DARKTOWER 130PM WARFORTHE PLANETOFTHEAPES 1145 AM THEEMOJIMOVIE 135AM
FRI A F THEAPES 2307 JABHARRY MET SEJAL -Hindi 135PM AVENUES-T1
DUNKIRK 330PM 3 THE EMOJI MOVIE 435PM ANTARIBN IBN 1BN IBN SHADAD -Arabic-CINESCAPE 11-2D
DUNKIRK 545PM 47 METERS DOWN 715PM JABHARRY MET SEJAL Hindi 635PM 1245PM F O R R E N T
JABHARRY MET SEJAL -Hindi 800PM THE HATTON GARDEN JOB 915PM NOSUN ANTARIBN IBN 1BN IBN SHADAD -Arabic-CINESCAPE 11-2D
THE HATTON GARDEN JOB 10:45PM 47 METERS DOWN 11:15PM Special Show“KIDNAP" 635PM 310PM A A q
THE DARKTOWER 1245AM THE HATTON GARDEN JOB TISAM ANTARIBN BN IBN BN SHADAD -Arabic-CINESCAPE 11-2D Flats for rent in Kheitan looks at airport road
MARINAS DUNKIRK 930PM 535PM
MUHALAB-2 - JAB HARRY MET SEJAL -Hindi 11:45PM ANTARIBN IBN 1BN 1N SHADAD -Arabic-CINESCAPE 11-2D
THE EMOJIMOVIE 1200PM THE EMOJIMOVIE 1230PM 800PM 4 3 bedrooms #5aloon
THE EMOJIMOVIE 200PM THEEMOJIMOVIE 3:00PM AVENUES-5 THE DARKTOWER-CINESCAPE 11-2D  10:15PM 9
WARFORTHEPLANETOF THEAPES ~ 400PM THE EMOJIMOVIE 530PM KIDNAP 12:45PM THE DARKTOWER-CINESCAPE 11-2D 1235 AM @ Kitchen @ 3 bathrooms
THE EMOJIMOVIE 6:45PM DUNKIRK 730PM WARFORTHE PLANET OF THEAPES ~ 2:45PM
KIDNAP 900PM WARFORTHE PLANET OF THEAPES  9:45 PM ANTARIBN IBN IBN IBN SHADAD -Arabic 5:30 PM 36000-1 i i
KIDNAP 11:00PM DUNKIRK 1230AM KIDNAP 750PM KIDNAP 11:40AM Free services for you and youy famlly
KIDNAP 1:00AM ANTARIBN IBN IBN IBN SHADAD -Arabic 10:05 PM KIDNAP 140PM
MARINA-2 KIDNAP 1230AM KIDNAP 340PM . -
MUHALAB-3 ANTAR IBN IBN 1BN IBN SHADAD -Arabic 11:30 AM KIDNAP 6:15PM Contact: 55517659 - 60414701
THE DARKTOWER 1145 AM WARFORTHE PLANET OF THEAPES ~ 2:00 PM AVENUES6 KIDNAP 830PM
ANTAR BN IBN IBN IBN SHADAD -Arabic 2:30 PM ANTARIBN IBN BN IBN SHADAD -Arabic 4:45 PM KIDNAP 1200PM KIDNAP 11:00PM - ) .
THE EMOJI MOVIE- Arabic 500PM ANTARIBN IBN IBN [BN SHADAD -Arabic 7:05 PM KIDNAP 200PM KIDNAP 1:00AM I, Khadar Ali Syed, S/o Sher Ali,
ANTARIBN IBN 1BN IBN SHADAD -Arabic 7:00 PM ANTAR BN 1B 1BN IBN SHADAD -Arabic 930 PM KIDNAP 415PM CHANGE OF NAME holder of Indian Passport No.
ANTAR BN IBN IBN IBN SHADAD -Arabic 9:30 PM ANTAR BN IBN IBN IBN SHADAD -Arabic 12:05 AM KIDNAP 6:15PM 36000-2 e L1635464 & Civil ID No.
KIDNAP 1205AM KIDNAP 830PM JABHARRY MET SEJAL -Hindi 1215PM I, Vempadapu Sarada (old 277062402568, do hereby
MARINA-3 ANTAR BN IBN IBN IBN SHADAD -Arabic 1035 PM THE HATTON GARDEN JOB 130PM name) D/o Sgryanarayana, inform to the Public about the
FANAR-1 KIDNAP 12:45PM ANTAR BN IBN IBN IBN SHADAD -Arabic 12:55 AM FRI » holder of Indla_n_Passpon corrected my name is Khadar
DUNKIRK 1230PM KIDNAP 245PM JABHARRY MET SEJAL -Hindi 325PM 7938292 & Civil ID No. Al Syed (by mistake it was not-
THE DARKTOWER 245PM THE EMOJI MOVIE- Arabic #45PM AVENUES-7 JABHARRY MET SEJAL -Hindi 630PM 274031602387, do hereby ed 25 Syed Khada Vali). The
WARFORTHE PLANET OF THEAPES ~ 4:45PM KIDNAP 645PM SPIDER-MAN: HOMECOMING 1235PM NO FRI+SAT+MON inform to the public about the yec o Al
DUNKIRK 730PM y RESIDENT EVIL: VENDETTA-Arabic ~~ 315PM VELAIILLA PATTADHARI 2- Tamil 630PM change of my name as Sayera  2ctual name is Khadar Ali Syed.
KIDNAP 845PM 9 Y Y This is for the public informa-
BABY DRIVER 945PM THE DARKTOWER 1045PM 47 METERS DOWN ) 520PM FRHSAT+MON B Banu Syed (new name). This is l p
THE DARKTOWER 1205AM KIDNAP 1245AM RESIDENT EVIL: VENDETTA- Arabic ~ 7:15PM JABHARRY MET SEJAL -Hindi 9:15PM for the public informationand tion and all purposes
all purposes concerned. concerned. (C 5338)
(C5337) LAl
. o o o g . .
e e ———————————————————————————— Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwa |t-a|rport.com.kw)
Flight Schedule
— ————————— DIAL161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION
'
Arrival Flights on Sunday 13/8/2017 THY 766 Istanbul 12:50 Departure Flights on Sunday 13/8/2017 JZR 776 Jeddah 12:00
Airlines Flt Route Time FEG 1933 Sohag 12:55 Airlines It oute i SYR 342 Damascus 12:00
Lz8 7787 Varna 00:05 MSR 610 Cairo 13:00 988 Hyderabad/Chennai QTR 1075 Doha 12:10
THY 772 Istanbul 00:10 KAC 514 Tehran 13:10 JZR 1540 Cairo KAC 413 Bangkok 12:20
JZR 513 Sharm el-Sheikh 00:15 AXB 393 Kozhikode 13:10 JAI 573 Mumbai JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
KAC 786 Jeddah 00:30 KAC 662 Abu Dhabi 1335 MSR 2615 Cairo PAL 669 Manila 13:10
JZR 267 Beirut 00:35 Icv 675 Luxembourg 13:50 MsC 412 Asyut JZR 786 Riyadh 13:10
KAC 504 Beirut 00:45 KAC 672 Dubai 13:55 FDB 072 Dubai JZR 124 Bahrain 13:30
KAC 102 London 00:55 MSC 415 Sohag 14:00 LZB 7788 Varna SAW 702 Damascus 13:30
DLH 635 Doha 01:00 QTR 1078 Doha 14:10 JZR 562 Sohag THY 767 Istanbul 1345
PGT 858 Istanbul 0115 GFA 221 Bahrain 1415 KAC 677 Dubai FEG 932 Alexandria 13:55
JZR 539 Cairo 0120 FDB 059 Dubai 14:20 THY 773 Istanbul MSR o1 Cairo 14:00
UAE 853 Dubai 01:40 KAC 618 Doha 14:20 DLH 635 Frankfurt AXB 394 Kozhikode 14:10
RIA 642 Amman 0145 SVA 500 Jeddah 14:45 PGT 859 Istanbul UAE 872 Dubat 1415
THY 1464 Istanbul 01:50 KAC 788 Jeddah 1455 THY 765 Istanbul gFSAC ‘2‘2‘2‘ ésﬁ”t. ! g;gg
KKK 6506 Istanbul 01:55 KAC 304 Mumbai 14555 KKK 6505 Istanbul KAC ey Daba 1200
KLM 446 Bahrain 0205 KAC 692 Muscat 14:55 ETH 621 Addis Ababa FDOB 0 Dubat 1205
QmR 1086 Doha 02:10 ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:05 AEE 943 ATH QTR 1079 Doha 15415
JZR 553 Alexandria 02:10 KAC 562 Amman 15:10 UAE 854 Dubai IV 675 Hong Kon: 1520
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 02:15 OMA 645 Muscat 15:10 KLM 446 Amsterdam KAC 563 Amrgan 9 15:40
GFA 21 Bahrain 02:15 KAC 502 Beirut 15:25 RIA 645 Amman KAC 775 Riyadh 15:40
AEE 942 ATH 02:25 KAC 412 Bangkok 15:30 THY 753 Istanbul SVA 501 Jeddah 15:45
KAC 418 Manila 02:50 ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35 OMA 644 Muscat KAC 619 Doha 16:00
THY 752 Istanbul 03:05 UAE 857 Dubai 15:45 QTR 1087 Doha OMA 646 Muscat 1610
OMA 643 Muscat 03:05 RIA 640 Amman 16:00 ETD 306 Abu Dhabi ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:10 FDK 801 Damascus 16:00 MSR 613 Cairo ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20
RIA 644 Amman 03:10 QTR 1072 Doha 16:15 KAC 417 Manila KAC 615 Bahrain 16:30
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15 FDB 051 Dubai 16:15 PGT 861 Istanbul FDK 802 Damascus 16:55
FDB 069 Dubai 03:15 JZR 257 Beirut 16:20 JZR 560 Sohag RIA 641 Amman 16:55
KAC 382 Delhi 03:15 JZR 535 Cairo 16:20 KAC 103 London KAC 675 Dubai 17:00
PGT 860 Istanbul 03:25 JZR 125 Bahrain 16:25 LMU 511 Cairo FDB 052 Dubai 17:10
QTR 1076 Doha 03:45 KAC 118 New York 16:25 RBG 550 Alexandria JZR 266 Beirut 17:15
KAC 1544 Cairo 03:50 JZR 787 Riyadh 16:35 QTR 1091 Doha KAC 503 Beirut 17:15
LMU 510 Cairo 04:00 NIA 361 Alexandria 16:50 QTR 1077 Doha QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
QTR 1090 Doha 04:05 KAC 542 Cairo 17:05 KAC 303 Mumbai JZR 1442 Doha 17:30
RBG 559 Alexandria 04:10 SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15 THY 1465 Istanbul JZR 240 Amman 17:30
UAE 873 Dubai 04:15 GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30 UAE 874 Dubai KAC 361 Colombo 17:35
KAC 346 Ahmedabad 04:15 IZR 777 Jeddah 1735 RIA 643 Amman UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
KAC 358 Kochi 04:50 1ZR 177 Dubai 17:45 THY 771 Istanbul KAC 357 Kochi 17:40
THY 1414 T2X 0505 QMR 1080 Doha 18:10 GFA 212 Bahrain NIA 362 Alexandria 17:50
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10 JZR 483 Istanbul 18:30 QTR 8512 Doha KAC 381 Delhi 17:50
QTR 8511 Doha 05:20 MSR 620 Cairo 1830 JZR 238 Amman Eﬁg gig Eﬁaka ) }g;gg
THY 770 Istanbul 05:25 UAE 875 Dubai 19:05 FDB 070 Dubai SVA o p e'(‘j?f" 1815
KAC 344 Chennai 05:30 GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05 JZR 164 Dubai SFA 26 plri 1820
KAC 332 Trivandrum 05:40 KAC 776 Riyadh 19:10 MsC 406 Sohag 7R T84 Db 1895
KAC 362 Colombo 05:50 FDB 063 Dubai 19:10 KAC 7 Frankfurt 7R 538 Cairo 1830
BAW 157 London 06:05 ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20 KAC 501 Beirut KAC 785 Jeddah 18:45
KAC 678 Dubai 06:25 KAC 154 Istanbul 19:30 IRC 529 Ahwaz oTR 7081 Doha 19415
KAC 1802 Cairo 06:35 KAC 616 Bahrain 19:40 BAW 156 London 7R 552 Alexandria 19:20
KAC 284 Dhaka 06:35 KAC 674 Dubai 19:40 KAC 177 Vienna KAC 345 Ahmedabad 1920
KAC 206 Islamabad 06:40 KAC 178 Vienna 19:45 FDB 054 Dubai MSR 621 Cairo 19:30
MSC 411 Asyut 06:45 KAC 620 Doha 19:50 KAC 741 Dammam GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
KAC 302 Mumbai 06:55 FDB 057 Dubai 19:50 KAC 773 Riyadh FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
IRC 528 Ahwaz 07:00 KAC 104 London 20:00 KAC 513 Tehran ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00
KAC 156 Istanbul 07:05 OMA 647 Muscat 20:05 KAC 661 Abu Dhabi FDB 058 Dubai 20:30
JZR 1541 Cairo 07:10 DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:15 JZR 256 Beirut UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50 MEA 402 Beirut 20:15 WAN 805 Sarajevo KAC 331 Trivandrum 20:35
KAC 354 Bangalore 07:50 QTR 1088 Doha 20:40 KAC 671 Dubai KAC 353 Bangalore 20:55
JZR 563 Sohag 07:55 KAC 166 Rome 20:55 KAC 787 Jeddah DLH 634 Doha 21:00
KAC 384 Delhi 08:00 KAC 564 Amman 21:00 KAC 17 SNN/New York OMA 648 Muscat 21:05
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25 JZR 1443 Doha 21:05 KAC 165 Rome MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 08:55 KAC 172 Frankfurt 21:05 KAC 691 Muscat KAC 1543 Cairo 21:30
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:00 ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:10 KAC 561 Amman KAC 301 Mumbai 21:40
QTR 1070 Doha 09:25 ALK 229 Colombo 21115 JZR 534 Cairo QTR 1089 Doha 21:45
IRA 665 Shiraz 09:25 UAE 859 Dubai 21115 JZR 482 Istanbul KAC 203 Lahore 21:45
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40 THY 764 Istanbul 21:30 ABY 126 Sharjah DHX m Bahrain 21:50
SVA 512 Riyadh 10:00 KAC 676 Dubai 21:35 KAC 101 London KAC 205 Islamabad 21:55
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40 GFA 219 Bahrain 21:50 UAE 856 Dubai ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:00
MEA 404 Beirut 10:55 QiR 1082 Doha 22:05 ETD 302 Abu Dhabi KaC 155 Istanbul 215
QTR 1074 Doha 11:00 ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22110 KAC 541 Cairo K 20 Colombo 2229
PAL 668 Manila 11:00 AIC 981 Chennai/Ahmedabad 22:25 KAC 617 Doha UAE 860 Dubai 2535
SYR 341 Damascus 11:00 JZR 241 Amman 22:55 IRA 664 Shiraz KAC 383 Dglhai' 3233
JZR 561 Sohag 11:10 JZR 185 Dubai 23:00 KAC 153 Istanbul CFA 220 Bahrain 22150
KAC 742 Dammam 11:45 RBG 551 Alexandria 23:00 QTR 1071 Doha ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00
JZR 165 Dubai 11:50 JAI 574 Mumbai 23:00 FDB 056 Dubeai JZR 528 Asyut 2305
JZR 239 Amman 12:25 WAN 806 Sarajevo 23:30 SVA 513 Riyadh KAC 783 Jeydah 2310
SAW 701 Damascus 12:30 MSR 2614 Cairo 23:30 GFA 214 Bahrain QTR 1083 Doha 3320
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45 FDB 071 Dubai 23:35 MEA 405 Beirut RBG 552 Alexandria 23440
KAC 774 Riyadh 12:45 PIA 205 Lahore 23:40 viz 203 TQD ’
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ver a million performers and spectators will
Oﬂock to a western Japanese city this week-
end for one of the country's largest dance
festivals, after organizers stepped up efforts to
accommodate foreign visitors. The annual "Awa
Odori", which originates from a Japanese Buddhist
custom of honoring the spirits of ancestors, sees
the otherwise sleepy city of Tokushima turn into a
stage for four days.
Groups of dancers and musicians, known as
"ren", parade through the streets to the sound of
traditional music instruments such as lutes,

SUNDAY, AUGUST 13,2017

Performers of a folding fan team dance during the Awa Odori festival.

One million dancers gather
at Japan's ‘Awa' festival

kimono costumes with hair bands or straw hats,
they chant in chorus and dance in synchronized
choreography. The number of participants,
including performers, is expected to hit the same
number as last year, when 1.2 million took part in
the centuries-old carnival.

"You need practice when you do other Japanese
traditional performing arts, but anyone can enjoy
Awa Odori... only by raising hands and taking steps
to the rhythm," said 32-year-old dancer Masayuki
Tatekawa. Kenji Kitamura, an organizer, added:
"This is a dance festival welcoming everybody as

"This year we are especially putting the empha-
sis on foreign visitors as the number of tourists
from other countries to Japan is increasing." He
added that this year there would be English signs
and temporary western-style toilets. The country
has launched a "Visit Japan" campaign ahead of
the 2020 Tokyo Olympics and the government said
last month that travelers to Japan from other coun-
tries had jumped 17.4 percent to a record 13.8 mil-
lion for the first half of 2017. — AFP

Performers prepare to dedicate their dance to a temple before the Awa Odori festival. drums, flutes and bells. Sporting Japanese they can watch, sing, dance.

Avoiding a Greek tragedy for

Athens modernist architecture

[though in the shadow of its ancient
Ahilltop Parthenon, Athens is also

home to elegant architectural gems
from the 19th and 20th centuries which
marked its emergence as modern Greece's
capital. But their numbers are dwindling
fast after Greece's long and devastating
economic crisis left many with little option
but to tear them down rather than pay for
their restoration. "Due to the crisis, it's
expensive and difficult to repair these
buildings, there is no financial help from
the Greek state," says Maria Daniil, an archi-
tect, who specializes in buildings of the late
19th-early 20th century.

compiled a database aimed at "raising
awareness for the survival of the modern
architectural heritage among authorities as
well as owners." "Most of these are aban-
doned, ruined, demolished. More than 80
percent of such buildings no longer exist,"
laments Irini Gratsia, an archaeologist and
co-founder of Monumenta. Many were
torn down in the 1960s and 1970s, a period
of chaotic expansion in the Greek capital,
and replaced by concrete blocks of flats.
The new buildings, five floors high or
taller, were meant to address the needs of
urbanization that transformed the capital
as it gradually attracted nearly half the

Preserved houses

are pictures by the
ancient agorain
Athens.

"People prefer to abandon or to demolish
them," she adds. In the 1980s, Daniil had
access to state funding that helped her
restore her 1936 family home in Koukaki, a
neighborhood in the foothills of the
Acropolis. Occupying 300 square meters, it is
an eclectic take on the neoclassical style with
stone walls and concrete floors. Like many
houses of that period, it has high ceilings,
enclosed balconies and mural paintings
above the stairs that dominate the entrance.

Little more than a provincial town when
Greece achieved independence from the
Ottoman Empire in 1830, Athens was essen-
tially rebuilt by Bavarian planners during
the rule of Otto of Wittelsbach, the coun-
try's first modern king. But just a small frac-
tion of the buildings remain from that peri-
od when Athens was a young emerging
capital with a mere 150,000 inhabitants.

Abandoned, ruined, demolished
They number around 10,600, according
to Monumenta, an association that has

country's population from rural, impover-
ished areas. It also helped relaunch the
Greek economy that was in tatters after
World War II. This urban phenomenon erad-
icated most of the elegant neoclassical
facades that had been a feature of Athens'
streets until then.

Protection law
In 1983, authorities decided to act. A
law enacted that year under the tutelage of
iconic Greek actress and culture minister at
the time Melina Mercouri stipulated that
the owners of neoclassical buildings were
obliged to take responsibility for their
restoration. For a time, the new regulations
managed to slow the onslaught of bulldoz-
ers. But in the wake of Greece's 2010 eco-
nomic crunch-marked by state spending
cuts, tax hikes and a bank loan freeze-own-
ers have once more been forced to aban-

don the buildings to their fate.
Two years ago, despite the efforts of
Monumenta, a neoclassical house built in

1875 in a western district of Athens was
demolished. It was one of the last remain-
ing buildings to have survived the capital's
first urban boom, which eventually took it

to half a million inhabitants during the first A woman walks past an abandoned neoclassical building along Athens’

half of the 20th century. The next wave of
architectural innovation came in the 1930s
when the Bauhaus movement charmed
Athenians with its more practical character.

The cube-like houses lacked neoclassi-
cal ornamentation but incorporated mod-
ern comforts sought by the emerging
Greek middle class, such as central heating
and lifts. One of Athens' most emblematic
modern buildings, the US embassy, was
likewise conceived in the 1950s by German
architect Walter Gropius, one of the
founders of the Bauhaus school.

Historical layers
Athens' modernist architecture has a
key role to play alongside its more famous
ancient ruins, notes Gratsia. She singles out

main street. — AFP photos

Greek architecture emulating the work of People walk past a neoclassical building which was a former hotel in
Le Corbusier, the Swiss-French pioneer of ~ Athens’central Omonia Square.

the modern movement, whose concrete-
dominated style can be seen today in many
public buildings such as schools. "These
buildings were masterpieces of that era
and those that remain should be pre-
served," says Gratsia.

And the city only stands to gain from
their conservation, argues Monumenta.
"Athens could showcase what remains of
these little architectural gems and become
a touristic attraction of all these different
styles", it said. Maria Daniil agrees. "The
conservation of old buildings makes it pos-
sible to show the historical continuity of
Athens, from antiquity to today," she said.

Daunting maintenance

But the high maintenance costs
remain daunting. Dimitris loakim, a ten-
ant in a 1935 Bauhaus style building for
the last 40 years, complains of "heavy
repair bills" and the reluctance of the
owner to pay them. "Most of the owners
of these houses sold them in the 1990s in
order to move to the suburbs, or rented
them out to migrants", he adds.

Nevertheless, the booming industry
of short-term Airbnb-style rentals has
more recently encouraged their sale to
foreign investors, who refurbish them to
attract tourists. "Airbnb is a solution but
there is a need for long-term solutions,
too," says Daniil. — AFP

A man stands close to the abandoned neoclassical former Hatzikostas
Orphanage.
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In this photo, Ann Brown, right, from Chuan Body + Soul at Langham Place in New York City, performs a warm oil and
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herbal salt exfoliation treatment, during the annual International Spa Association event in New York. — AP photos

NOT JUST FLUFF AND BUFF: SPAS
EMPHASIZE WELLNESS OVER BEAUT

In this photo, essential oil diffusers with the home decor aspect, from Airome, in Draper,
Utah, are shown.

In this photo, dermalinfusion, by Envy Medical of Long Beach, Calif., an advanced skin
resurfacing treatment, is demonstrated.

ellness rather than beauty was the mes-
sage this week at the annual International
Spa Association event in New York. While
there were plenty of skin products and
treatments on display, the bigger trend in
the spa world remains alleviating stress. "We're not just
fluff and buff," said Erin Stremcha, spokeswoman for the
Well & Being Spa, with locations in Las Vegas, Dallas,
Arizona and Puerto Rico.

"Be healthy and have fun but also take something
away that you can apply to your daily life" As part of
that quest for serenity, Sundara Inn & Spa, in Wisconsin
Dells, Wisconsin, asks guests to put away electronics.
"Silence is the new luxury," said Sundara spokeswoman
Carla Minsky. "The idea is to unplug, disconnect."
Sundara has "conversation-free areas," meditation trails
and an emphasis on silent sports like hiking, kayaking,
biking and, in the winter, snowshoeing. Also highly
encouraged: napping in hammocks.

Machines vs. human touch

Gadgets, chairs and beds do everything from massag-
ing your back to generating sound waves. The ame Spa &
Wellness Collective at Turnberry Isle Miami in Aventura,
Florida, showed off high-end Gharieni spa wave beds with
features like tables that feel like warm sand on the back
and headphones supplying binaural beats, which are dif-
ferent tones in each ear designed to calm the mind. Also
on display, the 02 chair, which applies rollers up and down
your back while you inhale oxygen through a tube and lis-
ten to guided breathing instructions through headphones.

To get that bliss-spa feeling at home, a company called
Airome sells aromatherapy diffusers in a variety of styles,
colors and materials to match your decor - porcelain, glass,
ceramic and metal, $30-$40, with essential oils, $8-$12. But
there's still a place for the human touch. The Chuan Body +
Soul spa at Langham Place in New York City showed off
Asian-inspired foot massage. Aspira the Spa, in Elkhart
Lake, Wisconsin, touts acupuncture for facial rejuvenation
as an alternative to anti-wrinkle treatments like Botox.

Customization

The Spa at the Peaks in Telluride, Colorado, says the
region attracts visitors looking for active experiences like
hiking and skiing. To cater to their needs, the spa lets
guests create customized teas, choosing herbs and tinc-
tures with ingredients such as turmeric to ease pain and
inflammation. At the Well & Being Spa, guests can blend
their own hand scrubs and lotions. "Everyone wants to do
their own thing," said Stremcha. "This allows you to do
that." Use the products at the spa or take them home.

Farm to table
Some destination spas began growing herbs and pro-
duce a few years back. Those programs have grown. "We
started doing this because we couldn't get high-quality

The Spa Wave bed from the Ame Spa & Wellness Collective, at the Turnberry Isle Miami Resort, is experienced.
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In this photo, a muscle and joint tincture from Naturopathica in Telluride, Colo., is added to tea.

products for the spa, so we thought we'd just grow them,"
explained Lola Roeh of Aspira. "Our very first garden was
only 2,000 square feet but every year we've been able to
increase." The Wisconsin property now grows not just
chamomile and lavender for spa treatments, but also
11,500 pounds of food a year, supplying its chefs with 20
types of heirloom tomatoes among other things.

The Lodge at Woodloch in Hawley, Pennsylvania, has
a resident "farm-acist," Derrick Braun, who teaches visi-
tors about everything from fermented foods to recogniz-
ing mathematical sequences in nature, like the patterns
found in sunflowers and pine cones. "We want to con-
nect those dots for guests,” Braun said. The Lodge also
offers garden dinners where produce for each course -
whether kohlrabi or cauliflower - is locally grown; mock-
tails like a "spa-jito" made with ingredients like organic
mint and lime juice; and forest bathing, a Japanese-
inspired experience in which guests are led on a walk in
the woods using all their senses.

At the ame Spa & Wellness Collective, chef Matthew
Kenney will lead a plant-based food and wine wellness
retreat Oct. 13-15 that includes "yoga, tastings, conversa-
tion on how to prepare this type of food and the benefits
of incorporating it into your life," Kenney said. What about
guests who say vegan food is bland? "This food is exciting
and full-flavored if prepared properly,” Kenney said, "but
the ingredients and techniques are entirely different from
how most of us learned to cook"

Annmarie Ritacca,
from Aspira The Spa,
in Elkhart Lake, Wisc.,
gives an acupuncture
treatment.

In this photo, a booth from the Sundara Inn & Spa, in Wisconsin Dells, is

shown.
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After 30 years, museum gets stolen piece by modern master

ore than three decades after thieves
Mmade off with a valuable painting from

the University of Arizona Museum of Art,
officials say they have recovered the long sought
piece from an antique dealer in New Mexico.
Curators at the museum that was home to Willem
de Kooning's "Woman-Ochre" spent years hoping
to get it back after two people stole the painting
the day after Thanksgiving in 1985. That dream
finally came true when furniture and antique
dealer David Van Auker called the museum from
Silver City, New Mexico.

Marketing Manager Gina Compitello-Moore
said Auker bought the painting at an estate sale
and later began researching it when he read an
article about the heist that depicted an identical
looking piece. "When | got the phone call, this is
literally the phone call I've been dreaming of - is
somebody calling my phone and saying | think |
have your stolen painting and that's what he
said," museum curator Olivia Miller said.

Miller said it really stood out to her when Van
Auker mentioned damaging lines across the
canvas that made it look as if it had been rolled

up. Miller said a former museum curator was in
utter disbelief and elated when she told her the
painting was recovered. The oil painting by the
Dutch-American abstract expressionist is one in
an iconic series by de Kooning that explores the
figure of a woman.

The piece features de Kooning's signature
broad paint strokes, depicting various colors
across the female body. Police have said a man
and woman were the sole visitors the day the
painting was stolen. They say the woman distract-
ed a security officer by making small-talk while
the man cut the painting from the large frame,
leaving the edges of the canvas attached. The FBI
said its agents continue to investigate the theft.

Dr. Nancy Odegaard, a conservator with the
university, said she used a tool kit, magnifying
glass and an ultra violet lamp to meticulously
examine the painting. Odegaard looked for veri-
fying marks of damage and repair on the piece
consistent with previous conservation reports.
Odegaard said she also compared the lines of
cutting on the original and laid the cut portion
on top. "Then we started looking at where the

edges would go," Odegaard said. "For me which
was a really dramatic connection - a paint stroke
that clearly went across both pieces.” The con-
servator said the various clues showed it was a
perfect match.

The museum also plans to bring in a de
Kooning expert to examine the painting for fur-
ther authentication. In 2015, the museum dis-
played the empty wooden frame that once held
the painting along with sketches of the suspects
to remind visitors of the heist on its 30-year
anniversary. "There are numerous people on staff
that have said that the vision of the career high-
light was having this painting returned," Interim
Director Meg Hagyard said. "And to actually be
here in this moment in time for everybody is real-
ly, really emotional and exciting." — AP

In this photo provided by the University of
Arizona, Dr. Nancy Odegaard, a conserva-
tor with the university, leads the authenti-
cation process for a recovered Willem de
Kooning painting, in Phoenix. — AP
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Dogumenta (I) NYC, in New York. — AP photos

A dog sits on Paul Vinet's 'Fountain.

Conclave!

April Moon, a Chihuahua, poses for a photo on Graham Caldwell's 'The

Jax Reilly, a black labrador, cools off in Eleanna Anagnos' 'Penumbra Oasis' at

T .

Bug, a domestic short hair cat, inspects Noah Scalin's 'The Hand That Feeds.

ou won't find any pictures of dogs playing poker

at DoGUMENTA. A three-day art exhibition curat-

ed expressly for dogs is attracting hundreds of

canines to a marina in lower Manhattan, where
hounds and terriers are feasting their eyes, and in some
cases their mouths, on nearly a dozen masterpieces. The
idea is the brainchild of former Washington Post art critic
Jessica Dawson, who says she was inspired by her rescue
dog Rocky, a tiny morkie (Yorkie-Maltese mix), who regu-
larly joins her at exhibits of the human variety.

"When Rocky accompanied me on my gallery visits |
noticed that he was having a much better time than | was,"
explains Dawson, who moved to New York four years ago.
"He was not reading the New York Times reviews, he was
not reading the artists' resumes, and so | said he has some-
thing to teach me about looking, and all dogs have some-
thing to teach us about looking at contemporary art and
being with it."

Organizers of the exhibit, which takes its name from
Documenta, which takes place every five years in Kassel,
Germany, and put on by Arts at Brookfield, staggered the
arrival times of the dogs to keep things orderly. "l think
she's enjoying it," said Lorraine Gates, who attended with
her tiny Japanese chin, Maltese and Papillon mix. "l love
this idea; | think it's really wonderful." The 10 works of art at
the outdoor exhibit were all strategically placed at eye-lev-
el for the canines.

One featured an elaborate display of dog biscuits and
other treats that attendees were invited to munch on. At
another exhibit, four-legged art critics were lifting their
hind legs and "expressing" themselves on a work called

Hudson, a French bulldog, takes a bite off Dana Sherwood's 'Confections of

Canines and Kings.

"Fountain." As the dogs left their marks, scribbles of blue
streaks were left behind on the white blocks. Dawson said
Rocky had visited several times. Susan Godwin and her
morkie, Tasha, were soaking up the art vibes. "This is a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity," Godwin gushed. "You can
go to museums all over New York and you can never bring
your dog." — AP

Kathryn Cornelius, center, performs 'Sit, Stay, Heal.

Dogs interact with
Merav Ezer's 'The
Barking Project.
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intelligence analyst jailed for leaking troves of classified

information to WikiLeaks, has turned heads by posing in a
red one-piece bathing suit for the September issue of Vogue.
"Guess this is what freedom looks like," Manning said in social
media posts that included a picture from the shoot with celebri-
ty photographer Annie Leibovitz, showing Manning walking on
a beach, her hands in her wet hair.

"Chelsea Manning changed the course of history. Now she's
focusing on herself;" says the headline of the fashion magazine's
long-form interview with Manning, who has become an icon for
transgender activists. The photo and the article garnered major

Transgender soldier Chelsea Manning, the former Army
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 13, 2017

FASHION

Chelsea Manning makes waves
with Vogue swimsuit spread

attention on social media Friday, eliciting comments both for
and against Manning, who will turn 30 in December. Manning
was sentenced to 35 years in prison in 2013 for leaking more
than 700,000 classified documents to WikiLeaks three years ear-
lier, when she was known as Bradley.

She served seven years, and twice tried to take her own life
last year alone, before then-president Barack Obama commuted
her sentence just days before he left office in January. Manning
was released from Fort Leavenworth's all-male prison in May.
During her incarceration, Manning battled for-and won-the
right to start hormone treatment. She now has cropped blonde
hair and a decidedly feminine look.

For some Americans, she is a hero who paid dearly for leak-
ing embarrassing US diplomatic cables and classified military
documents about the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. For others,
she is a traitor. So far, Manning's tweet with the Vogue photo
has been retweeted about 3,600 times, and has raked in about
27,000 likes. — AFP

This file photo shows transgender for-
mer soldier Chelsea Manning one day
after being released from a top-security
US military prison. — AFP

i

Copenhager
Fashion Week 2017

COPENHAGEN: Models present cre-
ations by Danish designer Ganni
during the Copenhagen Fashion

Week 2017, at Copenhagen,
Denmark. — AFP photos
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Art exhibit
expressly for

canine critics
debuts in NYC

A girl gestures in front of a mural during the Faces and Laces alternative modern art festival in the Gorky Central Park of Culture and Leisure in Moscow. — AFP

How ‘Game of Thrones Is
taking vears off graying Santa re

arcade, The House of Eternal Return is

what Salvador Dali might have built had
he been tasked with designing a television
game show. It looks like an ordinary Victorian
house, but delve into its dark recesses and visi-
tors find themselves transported into a fantasti-
cal labyrinthine world that has redefined what it
means to experience art. The 20,000 square foot
attraction on the outskirts of Santa Fe was fund-
ed by “Game of Thrones” creator George R.R.
Martin as part of a multi-million-dollar drive to
revive that part of New Mexico.

“The best description we give it is it's an
immersive storytelling experience. It's maximal-
ly interactive, immersive art,” said Vince
Kadlubek, the 35-year-old co-founder and CEO
of Meow Wolf, the art collective behind the proj-
ect. Santa Fe, a melting pot of Hispanic and
Pueblo culture celebrated as a mecca for cut-
ting-edge artists and a one-time stop-off on the
hippy trail, has been graying of late. The median
age is estimated at 42.5 — almost three years
higher than in 2000 and five years higher than
the national average.

A 50-year-old resident tells AFP she is sick of
always being the youngest in the room at par-
ties. Community activists have identified system-

Part surreal Disney, part psychedelic penny

atic, prolonged neglect of pressing needs like
affordable housing, non-tourism job growth,
green energy and nightlife as a driver of the
youth exodus. “I've experienced this loss of
young people and with that loss there was a
weakening economy,” Kadlubek, who grew up in
Santa Fe, tells AFP. “The tourism market was
starting to drop off as well because the new
tourists-the 40-year-olds, the Gen X tourist-was
not wanting to come to Santa Fe!”

Surreal fantasia

Kadlubek says the House of Eternal Return
had a “right time, right place” feel about it, with
Martin increasingly involved in improving the
city as HBO’s “Game of Thrones” exploded.
Visitors enter what appears to be a two-story
quarantined house-supposedly in Mendocino,
California-but quickly become aware that all is
not as it seems. The experience is anchored to a
mystery concerning the Steligs, the family that
lived there and disappeared following an anom-
aly which has unmoored the house from time
and space.

Visitors are let loose to figure out what hap-
pened by uncovering clues in the family’s letters,
shopping lists and journals, and by opening files
on a computer in the study and reading post-it

Visitors enter what appears to be a two-storey quarantined house, supposedly in Mendocino,
California. — AFP

notes in the kitchen. But open the refrigerator
and suddenly you're in a glowing corridor lead-
ing to a futuristic, intergalactic travel agency
with sliding spaceship doors. Crawl through the
fireplace and you enter a magical cave system,
with a glowing, 12-foot mammoth skeleton that
can be played like a marimba.

Dive into the tumble drier and you enter a
surreal fantasia of more than 70 connected
chambers containing all sorts of abstract,
spooky psychedelic influenced by Japanese pop
culture, the “Calvin and Hobbes” cartoons and
even Walt Disney himself.

There is a huge furry creature that winks, an
enchanted neon forest, robots, lasers, treehous-
es, a geodesic dome covered in eyeballs, a
desert mobile home and a rabbit with glowing
eyes. “It's a puzzle, it's just fun. Kids like it, adults
like it. It's a very unique experience,” Minnesota
resident Gail Machov said at the attraction, sum-
ming up its universal appeal.

To out-Disney Disney

Martin, 68, has been in love with Santa Fe
since visiting as a tourist and adopting it as his
home in 1979. Concerned over its increasingly
aging demographic, he bought the Jean
Cocteau Cinema, a 128-seat, single-screen movie
house emblematic of the city’s untapped poten-
tial that had been vacant for seven years in 2013.
Martin turned it into a youth hang-out, showing
the latest releases but also inviting “Game of
Thrones” cast members to attend star-studded
season premieres with real wolves in tow.

Capitalizing on the bounce his “A Song of Fire
and Ice” source novels were getting from “Game
of Thrones,” Martin also converted a vacant high
school into artist studios. In 2014 Kadlubek
emailed Martin, who had briefly been his boss at
the Jean Cocteau, to pitch “an interactive, multi-
media art experience” after discovering an aban-
doned bowling alley in the industrial end of
town. Intrigued, Martin shelled out $3 million to
buy and renovate the building, working out a 10-
year lease which effectively made him landlord.

Meow Wolf spent 18 months on the refit, aim-
ing to attract 100,000 visitors in a year but
achieving that in the first two months after the
March 2016 opening.

“The goal for the first year was maybe
100,000 people but 400,000 came. It was just a
wild success, people love it,” said John Feins,
Meow Wolf’s director of marketing.

The company is now looking to replicate its
success in Denver, Las Vegas, Houston and
Austin. “We want to create the coolest experi-
ences that exist in the entire world, that’s our
goal. We want to out-Disney Disney, we want to
out-Universal Universal,” says Kadlubek. “We
want to be the most incredible experience in the
world” — AFP

Bollywood film spotlights
India’s toilet shortage

LADIES

ollywood may be famous for its
Bblingy song and dance numbers,

but a new movie released Friday
deals with a distinctly less glamorous
subject-India’s chronic lack of toilets.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has made
building more toilets a key priority in the
country of 1.25 billion people, around
half of whom still have to go into the
fields to answer the call of nature.
Campaigners estimate that nearly
200,000 infants die every year due to
infections spread through open defeca-
tion, which they say also puts women at
risk of sexual assault.

“Toilet: Ek Prem Katha” (“Toilet: A love
story”) is inspired by the true-life tale of
one man’s battle to build toilets in his vil-
lage in rural India. He wanted to win back
his new wife, whose refusal to live in a
house without a toilet won her plaudits
in India. Script writers Siddharth Singh
and Garima Wahal told AFP they hoped
the movie, featuring one of Bollywood's
biggest stars Akshay Kumar, would have
a “tangible impact” on Indian society.
“This happened in a village in Madhya
Pradesh, and we thought that was a
strong statement,” said Singh, referring to
one of India’s most rural states.

The writers said they came across
numerous stories of women being assault-
ed when they went into the fields late at
night in the process of researching the

GENTS

movie. “But defecating in the open is not
only unhealthy it is also dangerous,” said
Garima.“While we were doing our research
we heard of three incidents of molestation.
Crimes against women have increased
owing to their vulnerability when they are
out in the fields, alone in the dark, with
their‘pants down’as it were!”

Garima said it was hypocritical for
Indian society to insist that women cover
up on the one hand, while on the other
forcing them to “expose themselves
owing to a lack of sanitary and bathroom
facilities”. Kumar, one of the world’s high-
est paid actors with an income of $31.5
million according to a Forbes ranking
published last year, recently released a
“Toilet Anthem” to promote the cause.
“While mankind has progressed far
enough to journey to Mars and scale
Mount Everest, 54 percent of India defe-
cates in the open,” says the song.

Modi has called for every household in
India to have a toilet. Last year, he
announced that his government had
already built more than 20 million toilets
since coming to power in 2014. Around
two-thirds of homes in the village that the
movie is based on now have toilets,
according to media reports. “Our script was
ready in 2014 and we felt we should get it
going while it is still a hot topic. It's espe-
cially important to get people in rural areas
to watch this film," said Garima. —AFP
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