
KUWAIT/LONDON: Every year, leading valu-
ation and strategy consultancy Brand
Finance based in London, values the brands
of thousands of the world’s biggest compa-
nies. The Middle East’s 50 most valuable
brands, classified by both their industry and
their nation, are featured in the Brand
Finance Middle East 50 ranking.

As part of its overall assessment of brand
value, Brand Finance looks at two key factors.
The first is revenues (both historic and fore-
casted) and second is the strength and famil-
iarity of each brand. On this latter factor,
Brand Finance looks at aspects such as mar-
keting investment, preference, sustainability
and margins. By stripping out the effect of
revenues, it is possible to get an even clearer
picture of what the brand power brings to
the overall business and the effective it has
on the success of its team’s customer-
focused efforts. 

Excluding financial indicators, Zain was
ranked the second most powerful home-
grown brand in the region behind Emirates,
the UAE based airliner. The valuation of Zain’s
brand for 2017 was calculated at $2.34 billion,
a 9 percent increase on its 2016 valuation.

Zain has been a recipient of numerous
regional and global awards since the intro-
duction of its inspiring brand in 2007. This
year’s high ranking and increase in valua-
tion has been driven by the tangible devel-
opments occurring within the company,
where talent development and customer-
centric programs, heavy investment in net-
work upgrades, and technology innovation
is impacting customer experience positive-
ly. Additionally, Zain’s Corporate
Sustainability programs and eye-catching
marketing and widespread social media

campaigns have captured the imagination
of the whole region. 

Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi, Zain Group Vice-
Chairman and Group CEO, said, “This acco-
lade of being the second most powerful
home-brand in the Middle East is a credit to
the enthusiasm of all our employees, who
we fondly refer to as Zainers, and our loyal
customers, who are part and parcel of the
brand and our greatest ambassadors. We val-
ue our brand dearly, and all that it represents
with respect to empowering and improving
the lives of customers and communities we
serve. We shall continue to work hard
together with all our various stakeholders to
ensure this acknowledgment is reflected
across all our activities.”  

Brand Finance’s Middle East Managing
Director Andrew Campbell comments, “Zain
flies the flag for Kuwait, firmly placing the
country not only on the world telecom map,
but also across its footprint as one of the
most powerful brands in the region.”

The company’s marketing campaigns
across the region on various media chan-
nels have captured the hearts and minds of
millions of people across the Arab World
and further afield. Zain’s Ramadan 2016
TVC had a remarkable 12.5 million views on
YouTube, with the company’s Ramadan EID
2016 TVC also attaining 22 million views to
date, both relevant and indicative factors of
the brand power of Zain! Today, Zain Group
and its eight mobile operations now boast
more than 8.3 million friends on Facebook,
5.7 million followers on Twitter, and 1.1 mil-
lion followers on Instagram. Over the past
four years, Zain Group’s and all mobile
operations’ numerous YouTube channels
across the region have had more than 200
million views.

Sustainability, transparency and thought-
leadership are at the very core of Zain’s busi-
ness and this is reflected in every aspect of
the company’s day-to-day operational activi-
ties. Zain’s annual Sustainability Report high-
lights the company’s regional leadership in
pursuing its sustainability agenda and sup-
porting its communities through outreach
activities such as capacity-building, educa-
tion, socio-economic development, and
environmental stewardship. In addition, with
a focus on supporting the entrepreneurial
start-up ecosystem, Zain has partnered with
the MIT Pan Arab Start Up Competition for
the past three years and the global MIT
Innovate for Refugees competition. 
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United flight
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Assembly rejects crucial

citizenship law revision 
Opposition MPs announce two grillings against premier

conspiracy theories

Beyond justification

badrya_d@kuwaittimes.net

By Badrya Darwish

How fair is the airline business? The whole
world was shocked and horrified to see a
passenger pulled by force from his seat on

a United Airlines flight from Chicago to Louisville,
Kentucky. The guy was humiliated and dragged
from his seat as if he was a criminal. Even criminals
are protected by laws and cannot be humiliated,
beaten or physically assaulted. There is a basic
respect for a human being. 

I felt sorry for the man because his wife was
also next to him on the flight. The problem is that
this took place not in a dictatorship or uncivilized,
remote and lawless land which every day sees
coup d’états, military rule, death and no rules. It
happened, guys, in the USA, which all of us con-
sider the policeman of the world. So if the police-
man of the world can shamelessly do this to his
own citizens, what protections do we expect for
the rest of us? 

The mind does not accept any justification
from the airline. The justification was worse than
the crime and the repulsion the world felt in see-
ing such an act. I watched many TV reports and
spoke with many people, and they all voiced the
same analysis: Shock, outrage and disgust at the
airline. And my friends asked: How would I feel
traveling to the United States, and suppose my
son or daughter is with me, and the random
choice of bumping falls on him or her? What
would happen to us? We are a family together -
we cannot be apart. 

It’s not justified to randomly pull someone.
Maybe you will harm his life. You never know what
are his circumstances - maybe he had a court date
that needed to be attended or a deadline or
patients to see. So your random choice, my dear
airline, can harm people’s lives for your profit. No
matter what laws or rules you give me, that the
captain is in charge - this was unjust. Clearly and
grossly unjust. I asked my American friend if the
guy could at least sue for his rights - as suing is a
good business in the US - but she said it is unlike-
ly, as the law is in favor of the airline. 

The most annoying thing was the shabby
response of the airline’s CEO. Would he like to
have this happen to him or a member of his fami-
ly? I love the people of the United States and I find
it a democratic country, where you know how to
fight for your rights. But this law that protects an
airline in such circumstances is far away from
democracy. It’s disgusting. 

Careful guys when you travel in the United
States - make sure that you don’t choose an over-
booked flight. 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The National Assembly yester-
day rejected an opposition-sponsored
amendment stipulating to allow the judi-
ciary to look into the cases of Kuwaitis
who had their citizenships revoked by
the government. Following a seven-hour
debate, the Assembly voted by 36 -
including 14 Cabinet members led by
the prime minister himself - against 27 to
reject the proposed crucial amendment.

Under the current law, the administra-
tive court is not competent to handle cit-
izenship cases because nationality is a
sovereign matter. Immediately after the
vote, opposition MPs separately
announced they would file two grillings
against Prime Minister HH Sheikh Jaber
Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah.

Islamist MP Waleed Al-Tabtabaei said
he and MPs Mohammad Al-Mutair and
Marzouq Al-Khalifa will file to grill the
prime minister today, while MPs Riyadh
Al-Adasani and Shuaib Al-Muwaizri said
they will file another grilling on Sunday.
The lawmakers said the two grillings are
coordinated by the opposition MPs.
Yesterday’s events are highly expected to

trigger heated confrontations between
the government and opposition lawmak-
ers as the entire country awaits a crucial
ruling by the constitutional court on May
3 that could prematurely end the short
life of the Assembly.

At the start of the debate, the govern-
ment bluntly said it opposes any interference
in the issue of citizenship, with State Minister
for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Abdullah stating that allowing the courts to
hear citizenship cases is against the constitu-
tion and breaches the concept of sovereign-
ty. Lawmakers expressed contradictory views
on the sensitive issue that has for decades
been handled only by the government with-
out any challenge. 

Continued on Page 13

Amir meets Sudan president

KUWAIT: HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah (left) receives Sudanese President Omar Al-Bashir at Bayan Palace
yesterday. —  KUNA (See Page 2)

Zain 2nd most powerful brand in region 

Bader Nasser Al Kharafi, Zain Group
Vice-Chairman and Group CEO

RIYADH: Philippine President Rodrigo
Duterte met yesterday with King Salman in
Saudi Arabia, where hundreds of thou-
sands of Filipinos work as nurses, domestic
helpers, drivers, waiters and technicians. It
was Duterte’s first time meeting with the
Saudi king. Philippine media outlets report
that the Middle East is the second largest
source of remittances, with Filipinos send-
ing back home some $7.5 billion in wages
from the region last year. Local media
report there are 760,000 Filipino workers
living in Saudi Arabia, though that figure
could be higher.

Before embarking on his weeklong tour
of the Gulf, which includes stops in Qatar
and Bahrain next, Duterte said the region is
home to the largest group of Filipinos work-
ing overseas. More than 1 million Filipinos
reside and work in Saudi Arabia, Qatar and
Bahrain. Hundreds of thousands also work in
the United Arab Emirates, Oman and Kuwait.

Continued on Page 13

Philippine, Saudi leaders 

discuss labor, narcotics

DUBAI: South Asian migrants working in
the multibillion dollar construction
industry in Arab Gulf countries are
shouldering the costs of their own
recruitment fees while companies and
their clients are reaping the benefits
from inexpensive labor, according to a
study released yesterday. The research
by New York University’s Stern Center for
Business and Human Rights found that
workers spend an average of 10 to 18
months’ worth of salary paying off the
fees that help facilitate their migration.

A slide in oil prices has slowed down
the pace of construction in the Gulf and
affected governments’ abilities to pay for
major infrastructure costs, but there is
still strong demand for millions of low-
wage construction workers. Qatar is
investing heavily in the construction of
stadiums for the 2022 World Cup. Dubai
is building up a vast desert area that will

be the site of the 2020 World Expo.
In order to reduce the cost of labor

on mega projects, a weakly controlled
system for recruitment is passing on the
costs to the workers themselves, says
the study. Workers from Bangladesh are
paying the highest fees in the world.
Bangladeshis earning just a few hun-
dred dollars a month in the Gulf are pay-
ing recruitment fees ranging from
around $1,700 to $5,200. Indian
migrants are paying an average of
between $1,000 and $3,000.

The study describes it as a “perverse
business model”. Rather than providing
an opportunity for decent pay and a
better livelihood, construction industry
practices across the Gulf are pushing
workers into extreme debt and exacer-
bating abuses, such as an inability to
change jobs or move to another coun-
try due to indebtedness.

Continued on page 13

Gulf workers bearing 

all recruitment costs

KUWAIT: Kuwait will observe April 27
as the official holiday marking the
annual religious occasion of Israa and
Miraj, the Civil Service Commission
said yesterday. Israa and Miraj falls on
April 24 but the country will observe it
on April 27. — KUNA 

Miraj off on Apr 27

DORTMUND, Germany: Spain international Marc
Bartra was injured in explosions which hit the
Borussia Dortmund team bus yesterday and saw their
Champions League game against Monaco called off,
the club confirmed. The 26-year-old center-back
injured his hand and was taken to hospital for treat-
ment, said Dortmund’s CEO Hans-Joachim Watzke.
The quarterfinal first leg was rescheduled for 1845
local time today. “There has been an attack with
explosives on the team bus,” said Watzke.

“The whole team is in a state of shock, you can’t
get pictures like that out of your head. I hope the
team will be in a position to be able to compete
tomorrow on the pitch. In a crisis situation like this,
Borussia pulls together.” The explosions came shortly
after 1900 local time on Wittbraeucker Strasse, around
10 km from the Dortmund stadium Signal Iduna Park.
According to the police, three explosive devices were
detonated near the team bus while it was en route.
Several of the vehicles’ window panes were broken.

Continued on Page 13

Triple blasts hit

Dortmund bus, 

player injured

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s King Salman bin
Abdulaziz and Philippine President
Rodrigo Duterte review the honor
guard upon the latter’s arrival in the
Saudi capital yesterday. — AFP 
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah received at Bayan Palace yesterday the visit-
ing President of Sudan Omar Al-Bashir and his accompany-
ing delegation. The meeting was held in presence of His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah.

After the reception, the official round of talks began with
the meeting chaired by His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah and His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf on
the Kuwaiti side, while President Bashir headed the
Sudanese delegation. Deputy Minister of the Amiri Diwan
Affairs Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah said that the meeting
focused on bilateral relations and means to develop them.
After the meeting, His Highness the Amir hosted a lunch-
eon in honor of the visiting Sudanese President and his del-
egation. The Sudanese President arrived in Kuwait yester-
day on a two-day official visit. He was received at the air-
port by His Highness the Amir, His Highness the Crown
Prince, and Deputy Minister of the Amiri Diwan Affairs
Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah in addition to senior officials
from the army, the police, and Kuwait National Guard (KNG).
The honorary delegation is be headed by advisor at the
Amiri Diwan Khaled Yusuf Al-Fuleij.

The Sudanese President’s visit is a historic one, said

Kuwaiti Ambassador in Khartoum Bassam Al-Qabandi,
adding that the Kuwaiti-Sudanese relations are deep-root-
ed and distinguished, and have witnessed quantum leaps
through exchanging visits of officials from the two coun-
tries. The State of Kuwait is paying much attention to the
visit as it is expected to contribute to boosting bilateral
cooperation, which could benefit interest of the two
nations, he said.

The ambassador revealed that Kuwait was a first country,
which invested in Sudan, as the Kuwait Fund for Arab
Economic Development had provided the first loan to
Sudan in 1962 to establish railways. Kuwait has a pioneer-
ing role in supporting all investments in the areas of econo-
my and development in Sudan that have contributed to
stability and prosperity in that Arab country, he stressed.
There are a number of cooperation fields and agreements,
which need to be activated, he said, indicating that officials
of the two countries are going to hold meetings on the
sidelines of the visit.

As for military cooperation, Qabandi said some 136
Kuwaiti cadets are studying at Sudan’s military academy,
and 46 others graduated last February. Some 56 Kuwait offi-
cers are studying at the college of command and general
staff of Sudan for a year, he said. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah welcomes Sudanese President Omar
Hasan Al-Bashir. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah welcomes Sudanese President Omar Hasan Al-
Bashir, in presence of His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Children present flowers to His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and Sudanese
President Omar Hasan Al-Bashir.

Head of the Directorate General of Civil Aviation Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud Al-Sabah greets Sudanese President
Omar Hasan Al-Bashir.

Kuwaiti Army Chief of Staff Lieutenant General Mohammad Al-Khodher
welcomes Sudanese President Omar Hasan Al-Bashir.

Interior Ministry’s Undersecretary Lieutenant General Mahmoud Al-
Dousary greets Sudanese President Omar Hasan Al-Bashir.

Ambassador of Senegal to Kuwait and Dean of the Diplomatic Corps Abdul
Ahad Mbacke greets Sudanese President Omar Hasan Al-Bashir.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and Sudanese President Omar Hasan Al-Bashir
hold official talks.

Amir, Sudanese President hold official talks

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah is set to patronize and attend the opening of the second
phase of  Al-Shaheed Park at  10:30 am today,  the Amiri  Diwan
announced yesterday.

In other news, His Highness the Amir and His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah have separately

received His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
at Bayan Palace yesterday. Meanwhile, His Highness Sheikh Nawaf also
received Governor of the Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK) Dr Mohammad
Al-Hashel who presented the Crown Prince with a commemorative gold-
en coin celebrating the opening of the bank’s new building. His
Highness also received engineer Abdulaziz Al-Ibrahim. — KUNA

Amir to attend Al-Shaheed Park’s second phase opening

KUWAIT: Kuwait ’s First Deputy
Premier and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
phoned Monday Egyptian Foreign
Minister Sameh Shukry to extend con-
dolences over victims of Sunday’s
deadly terror attacks on two churches.
During the phone conversation,
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled expressed
deep sympathy with the victims of the
bombing attacks on St George Church
in Tanta and Saint Mark’s Cathedral in
Alexandria which killed at least 44
people and injured over 100 others.
He also reiterated Kuwait’s strong con-
demnation of such heinous criminal
acts. Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled affirmed
Kuwait’s solidarity with Egyptian gov-
ernment in whatever measures it
takes to counter terror acts that seek
to destabilize the country. 

Separately, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
received on Monday a phone call from
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad

Javad Zarif. During their conversation,
they discussed bilateral relations and
issues of common interest. They have
also touched upon the latest regional
and international developments of
mutual concern. — KUNA

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Governor of the Central Bank of Kuwait
(CBK) Dr Mohammad Al-Hashel. — KUNA photos

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah meets with engineer Abdulaziz Al-Ibrahim.

FM condoles with Egypt

over deadly church attacks
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By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry opened a service
center in the Avenues Mall yesterday, during a
ceremony that was attended by Undersecretary
Lieutenant General Mahmoud Al-Dousary and
Director General of Service Centers Department
Major General Adeeb Al-Suwaidan.

The new center comes as part of the min-
istry’s efforts to offer best quality services to the
public and reach out to them at popular gather-
ing places, Dousary said in a statement. He
added that there are plans to open similar cen-
ters in new areas where people can access the
ministry’s services easily. The new services cen-
ter in the Avenues Mall offers services both to
shoppers as well as people living in nearby
areas, he further indicated.

Meanwhile, Assistant Undersecretary for
Citizenships and Passports Affairs Major General
Sheikh Mazen Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah reiterated that
the center helps save people the trouble of hav-

ing to go to centers located in areas far from
their place of residence. The services that the
center offers include residency, traffic, nationali-
ty and passport-related transactions, he added.

Major General Suwaidan said in the meantime
that the center helps complete transactions in a
short period of time, reduce crowding, and offer
many public related services.

Interior Ministry opens service center in the Avenues Mall

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Pastor of the St Mark Coptic Orthodox
Church in Kuwait, Father Bishoy, stressed that the
visit of Pope Tawadros II of Alexandria to Kuwait
in the period of April 23-27 on an invitation by
Kuwait’s political leadership remains scheduled.
Bishoy also expressed gratitude to His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah for condoling Egyptian President Abdel
Fattah Al-Sisi and Pope Tawadros on those killed
in the bombings of churches in Tanta and
Alexandria. Father Bishoy also stressed that such

a criminal act targeted undermining Egyptians’
unity. “Enemies have always failed to achieve this
vicious goal and will always fail, thanks to our
unity in Egypt,” he underlined. 

Exemption
The Civil Service Commission (CSC) agreed to

exempt Kuwait University (KU) from applying
the ‘Kuwaitization’ policy of replacing expatriate
labor forces with national manpower in the cur-
rent fiscal year 2017-2018.  A letter CSC sent to
KU said the exemption request was reviewed by
CSC and was granted upon the justifications pre-

sented by the university, including the fact that
Kuwaitis seem to refrain from applying for many
of the advertised job vacancies. KU also
explained that it had reduced the number of
expat employees from 379 to 324, and had laid
off around 100 expat employees working in con-
sultancy offices. KU also stressed that the reduc-
tion led to a shortage in certain jobs Kuwaiti
manpower usually refrain from, such as typists,
couriers and mandoobs (representatives), espe-
cially in view of the growing number of KU stu-
dents, the building of new KU centers and
extending working hours up to 8:00 pm.  

Pope Tawadros visit

to Kuwait on schedule

University exempted from ‘Kuwaitization’

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Minister of Public Works Abdul
Rahman Al-Mutawa signed two road
maintenance contracts with a total value
of KD 8,560,000 yesterday, said informed
sources. The first contract, with a total
value of KD 5 million, involve urgent
maintenance operations on various
roads including asphalt, tiles, curbstones,

ditches, cracks and water accumulation
spots as well as roads and yards within
various ministries. The second contract,
with a total value of KD 3,560,000, is for
urgent and immediate maintenance
operations on highways including
asphalt, tiles, curbstones, ditches, cracks
and water accumulation spots, in addi-
tion to drainage systems and manholes,
the sources added. 

Minister signs KD 8.5 million

road maintenance contracts 

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Army Chief of Staff Lieutenant General Mohammad Al-Khodher
meets with Brigadier General Mahmoud Al-Matar, the Jordanian Armed Forces
Inspector General. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Army Chief of Staff
Lieutenant General Mohammad Al-
Khodher held talks yesterday with Brigadier
General Mahmoud Al-Matar, the visiting
Jordanian Armed Forces Inspector General,
on bilateral relations. They discussed issues
of common interest and ways to boost

them, especially in military aspects,
Ministry of Defense said in a statement. The
meeting was attended by Deputy Chief of
Staff of the Kuwaiti Army Lieutenant
General Abdullah Nawaf Al-Sabah and
Head of Military Inspection Major General
Mohammad Ahmed Al-Khader. — KUNA

Kuwait, Jordan seek

closer military relations

VIENNA: The State of Kuwait, in shadow of
mounting cyber-crimes and misuse of social
media, has enacted several legislations
aimed at minimizing irregular use of the
emerging communication means.  There has
been rapid cyber and technological develop-
ment, mounting numbers of these technolo-
gy users, individuals and institutions, thus
creating a sphere where diverse criminal acts
have been mushrooming, says Nawaf
Ahmad Al-Rujaib, the State of Kuwait’s
Second Secretary to Austria.

Criminals have been using these means
to carry out local and international criminal
acts, including those threatening societies’
morals and economies, in addition to facili-
tating gangs’ schemes to execute cross-bor-
der crimes and terrorist operations, said
Rujaib, in a statement during a meeting of

international experts tasked with conducting
a comprehensive study on electronic crimes.
The State of Kuwait, as part of its approach to
tackle negative outcomes of negative usage
of the internet, has enacted a number of leg-
islations; namely Law 4/2014 on electronic
transactions and Law 37/2014 on establish-
ing the authority for organizing technologi-
cal and information communications.

Law 2015 on combating technological
and information crimes aims to safeguard
individuals’ freedoms and dignity as well
as protecting the country against terrorist
and criminal  threats,  he added.  The
abovementioned law includes identifica-
tions of electronic systems, electronic
fraud, online terrorist acts as well as crimi-
nalizing counterfeiting, eavesdropping
and money laundering. — KUNA

Kuwait fights cyber-crimes 

with laws: Diplomat

KUWAIT: Up to 21 people suffered from
breathing difficulty due to fireworks during a
celebration held at Dasman Elementary
School yesterday.  The fire department
reported that a number of revelers at the
school set off fireworks at graduates’ celebra-
tion, causing fumes and causing breathing
problems for 16 peoples, who were transport-
ed to the Amiri Hospital. A single case was
transported to hospital aboard a private car
and four others were treated on the spot.

Dr Abdulmohsen Al-Huwailah, the pri-
vate teaching undersecretary, said in a

statement after inspecting the school that
an investigation was launched to identify
and punish those responsible for the inci-
dent. He confirmed that 18 individuals; 14
students and four teachers, chocked with
the smoke. However, they were immediate-
ly hospitalized.

Minister of Education and Higher
Education Dr Mohammad Al-Fares, who was
partaking in a parliamentary session when
the incident happened, was assured by tele-
phone about condition of those who were
affected with the fumes. — KUNA

Firework fumes 

choke school revelers

KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality inspectors carried out a campaign during which 20 car rental and sales offices were inspected. Several cars were
impounded, citations issued and warning tickets were given during the crackdown. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A number of retired noncommissioned officers staged a sit-in outside the National Assembly building on Monday to demand being
paid special allowances similar to those paid to commissioned officers. The parliament’s financial committee approved a recommendation later
the same day to pay the allowances that they demand. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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KUWAIT: Jazeera Airways, the first private air-
line in Kuwait and the Middle East, is the exclu-
sive airline sponsor of the 12th Edition of
Kuwait Times annual student art competition
labeled ‘Kuwait Beautiful and Green.’ The
nationwide contest, expected to run until 20
April, 2017, is divided under five different cate-
gories, encouraging students aged between 6-
8, 9-11,12-14,15-18 and special needs to par-
ticipate and win due recognition.  

‘Kuwait Beautiful and Green’ has been a
consistent theme with the well-known English
publication as it serves to highlight Kuwait’s
exceptional landscape and picturesque envi-
ronment. A panel of high profile judges from
the Kuwaiti and expatriate communities will
evaluate the art works based on the category
of the participant. 

“Epitomizing Kuwait’s cultural portrayal
through the eyes of the students offers a fresh
perspective of how the country has grown,
especially with recent developments that have
added to the urban habitat currently. We are
honored to be part of a platform that encour-
ages young minds in our community to
explore their talent and help in the visual

preservation of our wonderful country,” said Dr
Mohamed Barakat, VP Marketing and Product.
Jazeera Airways will continue to sponsor more
activities that fall in line with the airline’s cor-
porate social responsibility to support the
youth in diverse areas and nurture a strong
generation. Since its inception over a decade
ago, Jazeera Airways has strengthened its

presence by currently flying to over 15 desti-
nations and continues to serve as a beacon of
excellence for innovative products and servic-
es to enhance travel experience on ground
and in the air. Only recently, Jazeera Airways
introduced a dedicated business lounge adja-
cent to its respective gates at Kuwait
International Airport and is now scheduled to

reveal its brand-new terminal that will show-
case a broad portfolio of advanced technolog-
ical and innovative solutions, as a testimony to
its pioneering spirit. This is in addition to its
mobile app designed for those wishing to
book their tickets or check in online, as well as
its newly launched WhatsApp phone number
for all Jazeera passengers and interested cus-
tomers, and many other innovative ideas that
promise to change the travel experience in
Kuwait and the region.

To learn more about Jazeera Airways servic-
es, offers, promotions and destinations, cus-
tomers can contact the Call Center on 177 or
visit the airline’s website on www.jazeeraair-
ways.com. Customers can also download the
Jazeera Airways app on the iPhone or Android
or Windows.

Jazeera Airways Sponsors 12th Edition

of Kuwait Times Student Art Competition

Exclusive sponsor aids in encouraging local youths many talents

CAIRO: Arab Ministers of Youth and
Sport condemned on Monday the Israeli
violations against Palestinian athletes.
The ministers, at the conclusion of their
meeting, called on Israeli occupation
authorities to stop their oppression
against the Palestinian athletes.  They
agreed to support the Syrian youth in
neighboring countries, particularly
Lebanon and Jordan. The ministers
agreed to provide $250,000 for the two
countries to implement projects that

would benefit for the Syrian youth. They
meanwhile allocated $20,000 for Jordan
to hold the 14th Arab Capitals Youth
Forum in the kingdom.

The ministers agreed to hold a youth
dialogue forum in Lebanon, the Arab
youth mental games in Iraq and the Arab
youth identity forum in Palestine. The
Arab ministers also approved organiza-
tion of youth-related forums and festivals
in different Arab countries, and set nec-
essary allocations for them. — KUNA

KUWAIT: KAMCO Investment Company, a lead-
ing investment company with one of the largest
AUMS in the region, sponsored the American
University of Kuwait’s (AUK) 13th Annual Career
Fair. The event presented students, alumni, and
anyone in search of a job with an opportunity to
meet face to face with KAMCO representatives
and ask questions about the hiring process with-
in the investment firm.

The fair took place at AUK, where KAMCO rep-
resentatives interacted with students, fresh grad-
uates and alumnus seeking internships, career
opportunities and advice related to the hiring
process in the firm and the market as a whole. 

Farouq Al-Oumi, Chief Resources Officer of
KAMCO, said, “As one of the leading investment
firms in Kuwait, it is our duty to support the
future generations by participating in such
events that educate students and help prepare
them for their future professions. We will contin-
ue to be on the lookout for more opportunities
to enhance and empower the local youth, as this
goal falls in line with our human resource devel-
opment strategy. As a market leader our focus is
to not only improve our employees but also pro-
vide aspiring graduates with the necessary tools
to pave the path for their future careers.” 

Also commenting on the career fair, Danah Al
Jasem, Vice President and Head of the Marketing
Department said, “The successful turnout of this
event further entices our excitement and com-
mitment to annual sponsor the career fair. This
event marks yet another initiative taken by KAM-
CO to empower the local youth and provide
them with the opportunity to improve their job
seeking skills and assisting them in acquiring the

necessary assistance they need to prepare for
their future working lives.”

Jasem added, “We, at KAMCO, take it as our
mission to participate and further educate the
local youth as part of our corporate social

responsibility plan that primarily focuses on the
categories of education, health and the environ-
ment. We will continue to seek different meth-
ods and formulate the most effective strategies
to empower the youth in our community.”

KAMCO sponsors AUK’s

13th Annual Career Fair

KUWAIT: The Manpower and Government
Restructuring Program (MGRP) praised Kuwait
Finance House (KFH) in recognition of its efforts
in training the national labor through compre-
hensive training plans, hailing its commitment
towards qualifying and honing the skills of its
human resources. The statement was made by
Amani Al-Merri, an official at the National Labor
Force Development Department on the sidelines
of inaugurating a training program for a batch of
new KFH female recruits. She expressed her
pride of Kuwaitis working at the private sector,
affirming MGRP’s support for the Kuwaiti nation-
als in collaboration and coordination with KFH
and the private sector in general. 

Meanwhile, Deputy General Manager Sales
and Distribution at KFH, Khaled Al-Subaiei urged
trainees for putting forth extra efforts, while striv-
ing towards pursuing leadership positions. He
added that such training programs contribute to
raise the bar of employees, enrich their banking
knowledge and put them on track to be well
equipped and prepared to assume the responsi-
bility of serving clients and encounter any obsta-
cle and challenge according to the highest inter-
national standards of service quality.

It is worth noting that the training program
was designed to prepare the employees to get

fully functional in banking transactions and
financial services at KFH branches to better serve
clients and cater for their aspirations. The five-
week program encompassed 15 female recruits.
It included training courses and workshops on

banking products, such as; banking cards, bank
accounts, deposits, letters of guarantee, and KFH
eservices. In addition, the program tackled sub-
jects on sharia basics, counterfeiting and fraud,
information technology systems, etc. 

MGRP Praises KFH Efforts

in Training National Labor

Bank holds training program for new female recruits

Arab Youth Ministers

meeting concludes
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KUWAIT: Blacksmiths working at Kuwait’s Al-Safafir (metals) market. — KUNA

Relief sent to Libya 

KUWAIT: Ten tons of Kuwaiti relief aid and food
supplies were sent to Libya to help ease the dire
humanitarian situation in the fellow Arab country,
the Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) said yes-
terday. KRCS Chairman of the Board Dr Hilal Al-
Sayer said that the current batch was part of a
relief aid campaign aiming at delivering 40 tons of
relief aid material via planes to the Libyan people
who are suffering from internal strife and violence
in their country. —KUNA

Amir offers condolences

over Saudi royalty’s death 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent yesterday a
cable of condolences to the Saudi King Salman
bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud on the death of Prince
Saad bin Faisal bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud. His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar cables. —KUNA

Abbas hails

Kuwait’s support

MANAMA: Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas
praised Kuwait’s role in supporting the Palestinian
cause, saying that the GCC country was always on
the frontier of backing up this important Arab
issue. Speaking during a meeting with Kuwaiti
Ambassador to Bahrain Sheikh Azzam Mubarak Al-
Sabah yesterday, the Palestinian President hailed
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah’s initiative to host an International
Conference for Palestinian Children, which will be
held in Kuwait next month.— KUNA

In Brief

RIYADH: The eighth annual meeting
of GCC justice ministries’ undersecre-
taries kicked off in Riyadh yesterday,
focusing on inter-GCC judicial cooper-
ation. Emerging from the meeting,
Kuwait ’s Ministry of Justice
Undersecretary Abdullatif Al-Saree
said that the officials discussed a sug-

gestion to form a specialized team
from state members to follow up the
US Justice Against Sponsors of
Terrorism Act (JASTA).

Saree added that Saudi Arabia’s jus-
tice ministry had raised an idea to hold
an annual meeting of GCC judicial
inspection departments’ chiefs. Saree

pointed out that the undersecretaries’
annual meeting aims to look into rele-
vant recommendations made by judi-
cial committees since the beginning of
the year. Prospective recommenda-
tions would be referred to the coming
GCC justice ministerial meeting due
here in September. —KUNA

RIYADH: GCC justice ministries’ undersecretaries meet in Riyadh yesterday.— KUNA

GCC team to follow up JASTA

DUBAI: Kuwaiti farmer Youssef Al-
Kiraibani has won farm innovation prize
of the Middle East agricultural award, or
AgraME, for cultivating a variety of corps
non-indigenous to the Middle East. “I
have succeeded in planting a slew of
exotic crops such as black tomatoes,
white strawberry and red corn, and sev-
eral others in Kuwait’s harsh agricultural
environment,” Kiraibani said following
the prize-giving ceremony held in Dubai
on Monday.

He noted that he won the prize after
a fierce competition with farmers, agri-
cultural companies and research firms
from all around the world.  “The prize is
one of the top in the region in the agri-
cultural domain,” he said. The Middle
East agricultural award ‘AgraME’ recog-
nizes outstanding achievements of indi-
viduals, departments, teams or organi-
zations that have contributed to the
growth and development of the agricul-
tural sector with a focus on best practice
and innovation. The award is officially
endorsed and judged by the United
Arab Emirates’ Ministry of Climate
Change and Environment. — KUNA

Kuwaiti farmer grabs

award for innovation

DUBAI: Kuwaiti farmer Youssef Al-Kiraibani receives the award. —KUNA
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Crime
R e p o r t

Reckless driver held
in Maidan Hawally 

Forgery
The juvenile protection department arrested an

Egyptian man working in a restaurant without a health
certificate, then found out that he was working with a
forged certificate for which he paid KD 40. The certificate
was forged by two Egyptian expats. Detectives found
many certificates in their car and residence for various
persons and stamps for health and commercial transac-
tions of municipal officials, license department and doc-
tors, in addition to pictures and data about the persons
for whom the certificates were being prepared, along with
KD 7,516. One of the suspects confessed to agreeing with
the second suspect, who earlier worked for the depart-
ment that issues licenses, to process them illegally in
exchange of money. Both confessed to committing the
crimes, and were sent to the public prosecution.

We are currently watching an absurd, repeated
and boring performance. Politicians have
been saying things, and then make other

statements in which they say the exact opposite.
Sometimes they are with the judiciary, and other
times they are against it. It is all about the case in
question; they are even willing to legislate that and
turn it into institutional texts. The problem with legis-
lation is hastiness, bias, imbalance and personifica-
tion; therefore, our legislations are issued with loop-
holes in contradiction to the constitution and its well-
established principles. 

How can a law and its exact opposite be issued
within a very short period based on contradicting
justifications made by the same people? There are
many examples of this situation, such as reducing
the juvenile’s age to 16, the DNA law, the e-media
law, in addition to laws that are issued without being
put into practice for  a long period of  t ime.
Malfunction in legislation is scandalous and need
not much effort to prove. The need to reform this has
become so urgent because failure of legislation costs
so much effort, time and money, especially when
disputes turn into conflicts including so much pre-
staged and less serious ones. 

Let us take the citizenship amendments for exam-
ple. All proposed amendments deal with details sub-
ject to approval or rejection. Some of them are simply
inadequate. This is not the first time the citizenship law
is amended. It has been subject to various amend-
ments before. Most importantly, about this Byzantine
Controversy is that the disagreeing parties know for
sure that the problem is not about the law; it is rather
about practices and dealing with citizenship as a gift
or a grant rather than a well-deserved right. 

They believe that the giver of the grant can with-
draw it at any given time; he can also grant it to
whomever regardless if they deserve it or not. The dif-
ference in details and personalizing the matter should
not deviate us from the principle; that the need to acti-
vate the constitutional right of litigation. To whom else
can someone whose citizenship was unlawfully with-
drawn or cancelled resort? A simple question with a
simple answer that in a country ruled by law, and
authorities are separated, he should go to the honest
independent judiciary.

It is a matter of principle beyond any doubt. It is
unacceptable that some people praise the judiciary
when it matches their opinions and criticize it when it
disagrees with them. Change in Kuwait is being done
gradually through changing the balances of power. It
is not a revolutionary one. There are many examples of
things that used to be taboos such as women political
rights, separating the Crown Prince’s position from the
premiership, adjusting the electoral constituencies
and amending the law of Inheriting of the Emirate.  

The right of litigation, even in citizenship cases, will
be of much gain for all people. It will not protect any
forgers or manipulators. Such right is a gain for the
political regime as a whole not for certain people,
political powers or social sects. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times 

Litigation rights

Al-Jarida

By Ghanem Al-Najjar 

All of a sudden, a senior leader is deposed and
another Dama (Turkish draughts or ‘checkers’)
piece appears to take over as a new official,

who will shamelessly urge the youth to exert more
efforts to serve the nation. Let us take the example of
Kuwait Airways chairperson Rasha Al-Roumi’s resigna-
tion, or rather, her forced resignation after all the
efforts she exerted in reforming what the government
had damaged and ruined for decades, without taking
the trouble of defining whether Kuwait Airways was a
commercial company or a charity organization. 

I will not speak about how she was dismissed
because so many well-devoted and dedicated previ-
ous officials have been expelled. The issue is not new.
What matters here is a phenomenon that had been
spreading over the past few years; that is the ‘Dama
(Checkers) Piece policy’. Dama is a folkloric game with
64 cells; which in this case can be seen as represent-
ing the government’s positions. The minute a senior
official is expelled or a new cabinet is formed, we
usually see faces that had been in office for ages
heading them. It is becoming so disgusting because
most of those faces are boring ones that will bring
nothing new except showing loyalty to whomever
appointed them. 

They are usually former retired officials or frequent
visitors of certain diwaniyas, including retired police
or army personnel who had been paid hundreds of
thousands of dinars as indemnities, only to be reshuf-
fled in various ministries and authorities. Naturally
enough, nobody in the government dares to talk
about the reasons behind appointing a Dama piece,
or the superpowers they have and which qualified
them to be moved from one position to another. 

Those faces have become very well-known because
the number of the cells in the game are limited. They
are being seen with much despise or pity, it makes no
difference. The other side of the problem is that all
political powers keep bragging about supporting cer-
tain pieces of checkers affiliated to them. They even
feel proud that their voices are very well heard with
certain teams of the government, though the truth is
that such appointment came after a threat to file an
interpellation, intimidate a minister or spoil a session. 

This is how people’s interests are being run. It is
also noteworthy to mention a statement made by His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak
Al-Sabah when he said that reform efforts are being
obstructed by so many senior officials who were
appointed through wasta (connections). 

— Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Jarida 

Dama pieces
Al-Anbaa

By Mudaffar Abdullah 

KUWAIT: A 21-year-old Kuwaiti was held at Maidan Hawally
police station for endangering others’ lives, then escaping
from police and attempting to kill an Asian man. He was also
charged with several traffic violations including driving in the
wrong direction, running a red light and causing a collision.
Police received a call about a driver blocking an important
and busy intersection in Maidan Hawally. When a police patrol
asked him to stop, he ran the red light and drove the wrong
way during his attempt to escape, but was caught when he
collided with a car. Separately, traffic detectives arrested two
citizens after a video clip showing them driving recklessly was
uploaded online. The two will be charged with driving with-
out a license, driving in the wrong direction, negligence and
endangering their own lives and that of others. Their vehicle
was also driven without license plates.

Escalation

Al-Jarida

KUWAIT: Warba Bank is keen on playing a
vital role in supporting the Kuwaiti society
and sponsoring productive social occa-
sions, since it owes its success, as a presti-
gious Islamic banking institute that man-
ages to leave an imprint on the Islamic
banking sector, to the society where it
started seven years ago. Based on that,
Warba Bank sponsored ‘My Experience’
forum where retirees spoke about their sto-
ries of success. The forum was organized by
the Professional Leadership Academy for
Training and Consulting, and Life Experts
Consulting Company; and that as part of
the national project for retirees ‘experi-
ences.’ The event took place on April 5,
2017 at Costa del Sol hotel, with the pres-
ence of the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry’s Assistant Undersecretary for
Management and Financial Affairs Samira
Al-Ghareeb, and the attendance of more
than 100 participants.

The activity focused on successful expe-
riences of institutions and individuals in
achieving success after retirement. A num-
ber of retirees participated in a competition
in which they gave presentations about
their post-retirement projects. A higher
committee consisting of social experts and
trainers selected the winning project.
Furthermore, the forum shed light on a
vital social issue and helped change the
society ’s perspective towards 120,000
retired Kuwaitis who are experienced, ener-
getic, and loyal.

Abdullah Al-Shuail, Area Manager of
Retail Banking Group at Warba Bank, said
during the event: “Warba Bank is proud of
this exceptional activity that sheds light on

a special segment of employees; the
retirees who exerted all efforts to utilize
their skills for the development of their
institutions. We support retirees to realize
their ambitions and starting their own busi-
nesses, through which they can extend
their careers and continue contributing to
the society’s growth, in addition to help
stimulating the national economy.”

The bank set up a booth at the event, in
which staff members gave explanations to
visitors regarding the bank’s leading prod-
ucts and services, including the highly
popular Sunbula Account that was re-
launched early this year with up to KD
20,000 cash prizes for 12 winners a month.
The bank also organized a special raffle
draw for the Sunbula Account, in which
two visitors won. Warba Bank strives since
its inception to improve its social responsi-
bility strategy by supporting all segments
of society and helping them realize
achievements and growth. 

Warba Bank sponsors 
first forum for retirees’ 

stories of success
Held under the umbrella of the National Project for Retirees

Insult
Two brothers were released after questioning follow-

ing accusations of insulting two detectives in Mishref.
The two detectives said that they were on a patrol when
one of the citizens claimed he was an investigator, and
both insulted them. In a separate case, a policeman
accused three cousins of insulting him while at work in
Hitteen. The incident took place in front of the suspects’
residence. — Translated from the Arabic press

KUWAIT: A Jordanian and an Egyptian were arrested for
swindling and blackmailing. A security source said a citizen
told criminal detectives that he received a call saying he
won a trip with all costs covered except for the ticket price.
The man was asked to go to the company’s office in
Salmiya, where he met two expats and paid KD 160. He lat-
er discovered that he was a victim of scam. And not only
that, but he also learned that the suspects had went to

court and were awarded KD 1,380 after winning a civil case
they filed against him. Detectives worked on the case and
were able to find evidence implicating the two of swin-
dling other victims, and arrested them. They said during
questioning that they worked for a hotel reservations com-
pany, but its owner denied knowledge of anything, so he
was asked to cancel the contracts his employees made
with customers. — Al-Anbaa

Con artists scammed people
with fake trip prizes

They believe that the giver 

of the grant can withdraw 

it at any given time 
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China remains world’s biggest executioner

Executions in China said to outpace world despite decline
BEIJING: China executed more people last
year than the rest of the world combined,
Amnesty said yesterday, defying a global
decline with thousands of killings that have
disproportionately targeted poor citizens.
Even as executions have dropped by more
than a third globally, China’s death penalty
rate is “shockingly high” although the full
extent of the secretive practice is unknown,
Amnesty International said. While President
Xi Jinping’s much-hyped corruption crack-
down has seen many high-ranking figures
sent to jail, their death sentences have often
been commuted.  Meanwhile ordinary peo-
ple caught in the crosshairs of the law have
not been so lucky, it said.

Farmers were more frequently sentenced
to death than any other group in China,
Amnesty said in a report that sought to lift
the veil on the workings of the system.
China’s ruling Communist Party regards exe-
cution figures as a state secret, meaning
that hundreds of death sentences are omit-
ted from the public database of court ver-
dicts. “China is really the only country that
has such a complete regime of secrecy over
executions,” Amnesty’s East Asia director
Nicholas Bequelin said at a press conference
in Hong Kong. “Probably the reason is the
numbers are shockingly high”, he added.   

Secrecy and speed
Although local media reports estimated

that at least 931 individuals were executed
between 2014 and 2016, only 85 of them
were found in the online database, Amnesty
said.  Estimates from other rights groups
also puts the number of annual executions
in China in the thousands. From arrest to
execution, the process is characterized by
secrecy and speed: A 2016 report from US-
based Dui Hua Foundation said China’s
average death row prisoner waits only two
months before being executed.  

Dui Hua estimates that there were
approximately 2,000 executions in China in
2016, down from 2,400 in 2013 and some
4,000 in 2010 - following legal reforms that
improved oversight. Concerns over wrong-
ful convictions have grown in recent years,
fuelled by police reliance on forced confes-
sions and the lack of effective defense in
criminal trials. Chinese courts have a convic-
tion rate of 99.92 percent. The nation’s top
judge, Zhou Qiang, apologized in 2015 for
past miscarriages of justice, saying: “We feel
deep remorse for wrongful convictions”.  

Public anger has mounted over miscar-
riages of justice, including a high-profile
case that saw a teenager in Inner
Mongolia wrongfully convicted and exe-
cuted for  rape and murder in 1996.
Hugjiltu was put to death two months
after the woman was killed and was finally
exonerated nine years later when a serial
killer confessed to the crime.  Despite
Chief Justice Zhou’s call to “correct” mis-
takes, experts say recent reforms have not
been widely implemented. 

“Coerced confessions are supposed to be
excluded from evidence. In practice, howev-
er, the police have unchallenged discretion
to... extract confessions by detaining and
torturing suspects for long periods,” New
York University professor Jerome Cohen
said. Even cases which provoke widespread
anger and online petitions calling for death
sentences to be revoked are not exempt.
Farmer Jia Jinglong was sentenced to death
for killing a village official with a nail gun
after his home was demolished weeks
before his wedding day in 2013. Jia was
beaten and denied compensation for his
house, the state-run Global Times reported,
and the case prompted fury in China, where
land seizures and forced evictions of vil-
lagers by local officials have become a
major source of social resentment. But

despite the public outcry and calls from
legal experts to commute his sentence, he
was executed last November. Only a hand-
ful of countries still use the death penalty

with regularity.  The United States executed
20 people last year, the lowest figure for the
country since 1991. All other countries
together executed at least 1,032 people last

year-a decline of 37 percent compared to
2015. Of those, 87 percent took place in just
four countries - Iran, Saudi Arabia, Iraq and
Pakistan. — AFP 

HONG KONG: Amnesty International East Asia Director Nicholas Bequelin (left) and Deputy Director of Global Issues Program James
Lynch hold the copies of reports on the death penalty during a press conference in Hong Kong. —AP 

US military strikes in Syria 

complicated by Iran’s role
WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump’s decision to
launch missiles into Syria risked raising tensions with Iran, a
key backer of Syrian President Bashar Assad in a conflict
with dangerously blurry battle lines. Tehran has con-
demned the missile attack on the Shayrat airfield, and offi-
cials have raised the possibility of consequences. The fric-
tion underscores a challenge for Washington, which has
long supported opposition groups fighting Assad and his
Iranian allies without joining the fray itself. 

Deeper US involvement in Syria means greater chances
of direct conflict with an often unpredictable and aggres-
sive Iranian foe. Retaliatory measures by Iran could have
ripple effects in the region, targeting everything from US
Navy warships to US-allied Arab governments. Iran could
also use Hezbollah and other Shiite militias to hit American
forces fighting the Islamic State group in Iraq and Syria, or
attack the many US allies in the region.

‘Deconfliction’ agreement
The US cruise missile strikes, launched as punishment

for a Syrian chemical attack that killed more than 80 peo-
ple, could also prompt Iran to boost Revolutionary Guard
forces fighting alongside Assad’s government. Before
Thursday’s attack, the US took the standard measures to

prevent an inadvertent strike on Russia’s military, another
Assad ally. No such “deconfliction” agreement exists with
Iran’s military and paramilitary, meaning there was no way
to prevent its personnel from being in the wrong place at
the wrong time during the missile attack.

There is no sign Tehran has retaliated against the US
American forces have not had any “unsafe” or “unprofes-
sional interactions with Iranian maritime forces” since the
strike, said Cmdr. Bill Urban, spokesman for the US Navy’s
Bahrain-based 5th Fleet. On Sunday, Iran’s supreme leader,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, said the US strike on the base was
a “strategic mistake and offense.”And one prominent
Iranian lawmaker threatened consequences. “Russia and
Iran won’t be quiet against such acts which  violate inter-
ests of the region,” said Allaeddin Boroujerdi, the head of
the parliamentary committee on national security and for-
eign policy.

The US has taken great pains in recent years to work
around Iranian fighters in Iraq and Syria as it battles the
Islamic State group.  That has partly reflected an effort to
safeguard a landmark nuclear agreement, and to avoid
another American conflagration in the Middle East. Naval
forces from the elite Guard keep close tabs on American
ship movements in the Persian Gulf and the Strait of
Hormuz, where a fifth of the world’s oil trade navigates. 

In February, several armed Revolutionary Guard speed-
boats approached and filmed a US aircraft carrier entering
the Gulf. Hezbollah has long threatened US interests in the
region, including Israel’s security. But Giorgio Cafiero, CEO
of Washington-based consultancy Gulf State Analytics,
expected a wait-and-see approach from Iran. “My gut tells
me if this is a one-off operation,” Cafiero said of the US
cruise missiles, “we will likely see a relatively calm and
measured response from Iran and its Shiite proxies.”

Advise-and-assist
In Iraq, the US and Iran are essentially fighting the same

enemy, though independently and, when possible, at a dis-
tance. Since US airstrikes and advise-and-assist operations
began in Iraq in 2014, the US has tread cautiously in sup-
porting Iraqi and Kurdish ground forces while avoiding
direct engagement with Iran. No such comity exists in
Syria. Long before the country spiraled into civil war, Syria
was a key Iranian partner, serving as a conduit to the Iran-
based Hezbollah and helping Tehran flex its muscles all the
way to Israel’s northern border and the Mediterranean Sea.
It was a place that never bore a strong American imprint.

Since the 2011 start of the Syrian civil war, Iranian and
Hezbollah fighters have fought alongside Assad even as the
Obama administration insisted his days as leader were “num-
bered.” And the US has supported groups that have lined up
on the opposite side of the battlefield. While Trump has
dialed back the US push to oust Assad, he also has vowed to
take a tougher approach to Iran. He has imposed new sanc-
tions on Tehran and threatened to dismantle the nuclear
deal. He has stepped up support for Saudi and Emirati forces
fighting Iranian-backed rebels in Yemen.

All those efforts also mean more exposure for
Washington if it goes after Syria again militarily. “I don’t
think the Trump administration is trying to punish Iran with
the strikes in Syria, but it will certainly send a strong mes-
sage,” said Edward Djerejian, a former US ambassador to
Syria and Israel who now directs Rice University’s Baker
Institute for Public Policy. Nevertheless, Djerejian said,
Trump must “pay attention to what the Iranians are doing
in the region because they have the ability to really disrupt
things in their own way.”—AP 

BEKAA VALLEY: A Syrian refugee girl holds her brother
as she walks at an informal refugee camp, at Al-Marj
town in Bekaa valley, east Lebanon Lebanon. — AP 
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ABOARD INS HANIT: White specks appear on the
horizon and a voice crackles over the radio with a
warning: “The speed boat is acting independently.”
Two boats on suicide bombing missions had been
spotted either side of the INS Hanit, one of the
Israeli navy’s top warships. “We recognize the tar-
get. This is an immediate enemy,” a voice says in
Hebrew over the loudspeaker. “Ready for action.” A
siren rings out and young recruits rush to the back,
hurrying to put on helmets and bulletproof vests
before manning machine -guns. The Hanit ’s
engines go full throttle, dragging it rapidly from
three to 27 knots. The speedboats rush forward
but cannot catch up.

The “attack” last week was in fact part of a series
of war games with Greek and US forces to prepare
for a range of threats, from submarines to more
immediate risks from Hamas and Hezbollah. The
Hanit holds a prominent place in Israeli conscious-
ness. It was struck by a Hezbollah missile off the
Lebanese coast in the 2006 war with the Lebanese
Shiite militant group, killing four soldiers.

It was the first direct strike on an Israeli warship
in decades and Hezbollah celebrated it as among
its biggest victories of the 34-day war. More than
1,200 Lebanese, mostly civilians, and 120 Israelis,
the majority soldiers, died during the conflict but
many in Israel consider the war a failure as

Hezbollah was not defeated. The strike on the Hanit
symbolized for many how overconfidence fed into
that failure. An investigation found that the missile
hit because officials didn’t believe Hezbollah had
such sophisticated technology and so didn’t turn
on anti-missile systems.

‘Big shock’ 
The Israeli head of the current training mission

insists they are still learning the lessons. “The hit of
the Hanit was such a big shock to Israel, a trauma,
that I am sure no one would let it happen again,” he
told AFP aboard the ship, speaking on condition of
anonymity under military rules. The ship could
have sunk if the missile had struck directly rather
than hitting a crane, he said. “The reason that it
happened from my point of view was that we were
not prepared for this kind of missile.”

Israelis do compulsory military service at 18 and
many on board during the recent training exercise
were under 10 back in 2006. Nimrod, a young sailor
who already has more than 6,000 hours of experi-
ence on board during his nearly three years of serv-
ice, said they were regularly reminded of the deaths.
In the corridor near the sleeping quarters, a picture
of the four men killed hangs on the wall.  The ship is
now equipped with Barak missile defense systems,
as well as advanced missiles.  — AFP 

PYONGYANG: A woman walks along the highway from downtown Pyongyang to Sunan International Airport at the end of the day yesterday
in Pyongyang, North Korea. — AP 

PYONGYANG: North Korean state media yester-
day warned of a nuclear attack on the United
States at any sign of a US pre-emptive strike as a
US Navy strike group led by a nuclear-powered
aircraft steamed towards the western Pacific.
Tension has escalated sharply on the Korean
peninsula with talk of military action by the
United States gaining traction following its
strikes last week against Syria and amid con-
cerns the reclusive North may soon conduct a
sixth nuclear test. 

North Korea’s official Rodong Sinmun news-
paper said the country was prepared to respond
to any aggression by the United States. “Our
revolutionary strong army is keenly watching
every move by enemy elements with our
nuclear sight focused on the US invasionary
bases not only in South Korea and the Pacific
operation theatre but also in the US mainland,”
it said. South Korean acting President Hwang
Kyo-ahn warned of “greater provocations” by
North Korea and ordered the military to intensi-
fy monitoring and to ensure close communica-
tion with the United States.

“It is possible the North may wage greater
provocations such as a nuclear test timed with
various anniversaries including the Supreme
People’s Assembly,” said Hwang, acting leader
since former president Park Geun-hye was
removed amid a graft scandal. The North con-
vened a Supreme People’s Assembly session yes-
terday, one of its twice-yearly sessions in which
major appointments are announced and nation-
al policy goals are formally approved. It did not
immediately release details. But South Korean

officials took pains to quell talk in social media of
an impending security crisis or outbreak of war.

“We’d like to ask precaution so as not to get
blinded by exaggerated assessment about the
security situation on the Korean peninsula,”
Defense Ministry spokesman Moon Sang-kyun
said. Saturday is the 105th anniversary of the
birth of Kim Il Sung, the country’s founding
father and grandfather of current ruler, Kim Jong
Un. A military parade is expected in the North’s
capital, Pyongyang, to mark the day. North Korea
often also marks important anniversaries with
tests of its nuclear or missile capabilities in
breach of UN Security Council resolutions.

Groups of men and women in colorful out-
fits were singing and dancing on street corners
in Pyongyang, which was illuminated by better
lighting than in previous years, apparently
practicing for the parade planned for later in
the week. Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad sent
a message of congratulations to mark the
event, lambasting “big powers” for their “expan-
sionist” policy.

“The friendly two countries are celebrating
this anniversary and, at the same time, conduct-
ing a war against big powers’ wild ambition to
subject all countries to their expansionist and
dominationist policy and deprive them of their
rights to self-determination,” the North’s KCNA
news agency quoted the message as saying.
“The two peoples of Syria and the DPRK are as
ever struggling for their rights to self-determina-
tion and national sovereignty and the security
and prosperity of their countries.” DPRK stands
for the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea,

the North’s official name. The North’s foreign
ministry, in a statement carried by KCNA, said
the US navy strike group’s approach showed
America’s “reckless moves for invading had
reached a serious phase”. “We never beg for
peace but we will take the toughest counterac-
tion against the provocateurs in order to defend
ourselves by powerful force of arms and keep to
the road chosen by ourselves,” an unidentified
ministry spokesman said. North Korea and the
rich, democratic South are technically still at war
because their 1950-53 conflict ended in a truce,
not a peace treaty. The North regularly threatens
to destroy the South and its main ally, the
United States.    

Sanctions warning
North Korea is emerging as one of the most

pressing foreign policy problems facing the
administration of US President Donald Trump. It
has conducted five nuclear tests, two of them last
year, and is working to develop nuclear-tipped
missiles that can reach the United States. The
Trump administration is reviewing its policy
towards North Korea and has said all options are
on the table, including military strikes, but US offi-
cials said non-military action appears to be at the
top of the list. Russia’s foreign ministry, in a state-
ment ahead of a visit by US Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson, said it was concerned about many
aspects of US foreign policy, and particularly con-
cerned about North Korea. “We are really worried
about what Washington has in mind for North
Korea after it hinted at the possibility of a unilater-
al military scenario,” a statement said. — Reuters

AT SEA: Israeli soldiers onboard the Israeli vessel Saar 5 Class Corvette ‘INS Hanit’ attend a training
session during the ‘Novel Dina 17’ exercise in the Mediterranean Sea. — AFP 

On missile-hit warship, Israel readies for all threats

North Korea warns of 

nuke strike if provoked 
Russia ‘really worried’ about possible US attack 

QAYYARA: The babies cry with hunger but
are so severely malnourished that doctors
treating them at a hospital in Iraq would
make their condition worse if they fed
them enough to stop the pangs. Many of
the starving infants are from Mosul, where
war between Islamic State militants and
Iraqi forces is taking a heavy toll on several
hundred thousand civilians trapped inside
the city. A new, specialist ward was opened
recently to deal with the growing number
of children from Mosul showing signs of
malnutrition as the conflict grinds on-most
of them less than six-months-old.

That means they were born around the
time Iraqi forces severed Islamic State’s last
major supply route from Mosul to Syria,
besieging the militants inside the city, but
also creating acute shortages of food.
“Normally nutritional crises are much more
common in Africa and not in this kind of
country,” said pediatrician Rosanna
Meneghetti at the hospital, which is run by
aid group Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF)
in Qayyara, about 60 km south of Mosul.
“We did not anticipate this”.   

So far, the number of cases recorded is
below the level considered critical but it
nonetheless highlights the hardship faced
by civilians who are effectively being held
hostage by Islamic State. Iraqi forces
backed by a US-led coalition have retaken
most of the city but are struggling to dis-
lodge the militants from several districts in
the west, including the Old City. Residents
who have managed to escape say there is
almost nothing to eat but flour mixed with
water and boiled wheat grain. What little
food remains is too expensive for most resi-

dents to afford, or kept for Islamic State
members and their supporters.    

Formula milk shortage 
In the ward, a team of doctors monitors

the babies’ progress in grams, feeding them
a special peanut-based paste that will grad-
ually accustom them to eating and increase
their weight. On one bed lies a six-month-
old boy weighing 2.4 kg - less than half the
median weight for an infant of that age.
The diminutive patients are also treated for
other diseases associated with malnutri-
tion, which weakens the immune system,
making them even more vulnerable. “It’s a
new thing in Iraq,” said MSF project coordi-
nator Isabelle Legall. “Most of the (Iraqi)
doctors have never seen it (malnutrition)”.
Part of the problem, Legall said, is a lack of
tradition of breast-feeding among Iraqi
mothers, who usually raise their babies on
formula milk, which is now almost impossi-
ble to come by in Mosul. 

Even if they want to breastfeed, many
mothers find it difficult due to the physical
and emotional strain of living in a warzone:
“The mother is very stressed and can’t find
much food herself so cannot produce so
much milk,” Meneghetti said. One of the
mothers from Mosul told the doctors she
had no option but to feed her baby sugar
dissolved in water, yogurt, or a mixture of
flour and water. “All of this is because of
Daesh (Islamic State),” said another mother,
keeping vigil over her emaciated baby.
Some of the babies come from villages
that were retaken from Islamic State
months ago, pointing to a wider trend of
food insecurity. —Reuters

Babies starve as 

Iraqi war rages 

BAGHDAD: The Islamic State group now
controls less than seven percent of Iraq,
down from the 40 percent it held nearly
three years ago, a military spokesman said
yesterday. “Daesh controlled 40 percent of
Iraqi land” in 2014, Brigadier General
Yahya Rasool told reporters, using an
Arabic acronym for IS. “As of March 31 (this
year), they only held 6.8 percent of Iraqi
territory,” said Rasool, the spokesman of
the Joint Operations Command coordi-
nating the anti-jihadist effort. 

Various members of the forces, Iraqi
and foreign, battling the jihadists have
disagreed in the past on control of territo-
ry figures but IS has been losing ground
steadily over close to two years. The most
brutal organization in modern jihad
shocked the world when it took over
Mosul, Iraq’s second city, in June 2014 and
then swept across much of the country’s
Sunni Arab heartland.

Its reach in Iraq peaked in August the
same year when a second offensive saw it
take over areas of northern Iraq that were
home to various minorities and had been
under the control of the autonomous
Kurds. Iraqi forces with the backing of the
US-led coalition-which has thousands of
forces deployed in Iraq and carries out
daily air strikes-launched a major offen-

sive to retake Mosul in October 2016. They
retook control of the eastern side of the
city, which is divided by the Tigris river, in
January and have since mid-February
been battling die-hard jihadists holed up
in their last west Mosul redoubts.

Coalition to stay  
The full recapture of Mosul, the de fac-

to capital of the “caliphate” IS supremo
Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi publicly pro-
claimed in the city nearly three years ago,
would effectively end any IS claim to be
running a state. Speaking at the same
press conference in Baghdad yesterday,
the spokesman for the US-led coalition
vowed that Iraq would not be abandoned
after the recapture of Mosul. “Once that
task is accomplished, the coalition will be
here to support our Iraqi partners as they
eliminate IS from every corner of Iraq,”
Colonel John Dorrian said.

The coalition has come under criticism
following the deaths last month in west
Mosul of scores of civilians in an air strike
it admitted may have been its own. “Every
strike that we conduct, we conduct using
precision-guided munitions.  Every strike
that we conduct is coordinated directly
with the Iraqi security forces,” he said. “We
are very careful. —AFP 

IS controls less 

than 7% of Iraq

MOSUL: A displaced Iraqi woman mourns her husband and sons, who were killed last
week as they tried to flee their homes in Sekak neighborhood in western Mosul. — AFP 

MANILA: Nine people including four Philippine
security officials were killed yesterday during
clashes with the Abu Sayyaf kidnap group on a
popular resort island as millions prepare to travel
for the Easter holiday. The incursion on Bohol
island would be the first on a key Philippine
tourist destination in recent years by the group
which pledges allegiance to the Islamic State and
often targets foreigners in the lawless southern
Mindanao region. Five gunmen were killed while
four assault rifles and an improvised explosive

device were recovered in the fighting, officials
said. Just days earlier Australia and the US warned
their citizens about possible “terrorist” kidnap-
pings in Bohol or nearby Cebu island.

“We’re quite worried... we are afraid of hostage
situations,” said Khent Guimalan, who works at
the front desk of the upscale Bohol Beach Club.
“The mayor and police have tightened security.
There’s a checkpoint everywhere,” Guimalan said
by phone from the Panglao tourist area, where
she said hotels were fully booked until next week.

Following the clash authorities distributed photos
of suspected Abu Sayyaf members asking locals
to report any suspicious activity, according to
Guimalan.  Local officials said the militants had
used fast boats Monday to reach a village where
they squared off against security forces yesterday.

Whale sharks and tarsiers 
Security forces have been on alert for “poten-

tial activity on the part of some lawless elements”
during the peak Easter tourist season, military
spokesman Brigadier-General Restituto Padilla
said.”Our forces who were acting on this informa-
tion were able to engage these lawless armed
groups that are believed to be part of the Abu
Sayyaf group from Mindanao,” he said on ABS-
CBN television.

The armed men sailed upriver from Inabanga,
a farming and fishing coastal community some
780 kilometres away from the Abu Sayyaf strong-
hold of Jolo in the southern Philippines, local
police said. Bohol, about 600 kilometers south of
Manila, is a mere 30 minutes’ boat ride away from
the major port of Cebu on Cebu island, which is
also among the country’s top tourist draws. The
island is famous among foreign tourists who
swim with docile whale sharks and marvel at tiny
primates called tarsiers, go on cruises aboard
boats on crystal-clear rivers and lounge on its
beaches. — AFP 

9 dead; militants attack Philippine tourist island

INABANGA: Police and soldiers take position as they engage with the Abu Sayyaf group in the
village of Napo, Inabanga town, Bolo province, in the central Philippines yesterday. — AFP 
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SAN BERNARDINO: A man walked into a school in
southern California Monday and shot dead his
estranged wife in front of her students, killing an
eight-year-old boy in the crossfire before turning
his gun on himself. Police said local resident Cedric

Anderson had checked into the office as a visitor
after entering the campus in the city of San
Bernardino and going to the special needs class-
room, where he opened fire on Karen Elaine Smith,
53, as she was teaching. 

Officers said Anderson, also 53, had only targeted
Smith but two students were caught in the crossfire
and one of them, Jonathan Martinez, died later in
hospital.  “This does appear to have been a murder-
suicide with both male adult and female adult victim
succumbing to injuries, with the male succumbing
to a self-inflicted gunshot wound,” Lieutenant Mike
Madden of the San Bernardino Police Department
told a news conference. Police said initially the two
wounded students had been listed as critical but lat-
er confirmed Martinez’s death.

Students at North Park Elementary School-
which has around 500 students between kinder-
garten and sixth grade-were transported to a near-
by campus, where they were “having snacks, play-
ing games and watching a Disney movie,” the police
department tweeted. Many panicked parents and
relatives who rushed to the school had to endure
waits of several agonizing hours before they could
be certain that their child was not among the vic-
tims. “I saw blood splashing on the wall. I ran as fast
as I can. I lost a shoe,” one student said. An 11-year-
old boy told AFP he was in the middle of a math
test when he heard the gunfire. “I started feeling
really scared from the SWAT team, and people from
the police station came through the door to walk
us out we had to walk with our hands up,” he said.

Massacre
San Bernardino, about an hour’s drive east of Los

Angeles, was the scene of horrific violence when
Syed Rizwan Farook and his wife Tashfeen Malik
gunned down 14 people and wounded 22 others in
December 2015 before being shot dead by police.
At the time, before the Pulse nightclub shooting in
Orlando, Florida, it was the deadliest attack on US
soil since September 11, 2001.  Pakistani-born
Malik-who met her future US-born husband on a
Muslim dating website and married him in Saudi
Arabia-had pledged allegiance to the Islamic State
group on Facebook and was instrumental in radi-
calizing him.  Monday’s shooting will likely reignite
the debate on gun violence in the US, where
attempts to put in place tougher gun control meas-
ures have failed, despite a series of mass killings.

In one of the most notorious school shootings
in modern US history, 20 children and six staff
were massacred in 2012 at  Sandy Hook
Elementary in Newtown, Connecticut.In June last
year, 49 people were killed in a shooting rampage
at Pulse, a gay nightclub in Orlando, Florida.
“School campuses are sacred spaces where chil-
dren should be free to learn, play and grow with-
out threat of violence,” Los Angeles Mayor Eric
Garcetti said in a statement. — AFP

Three dead in murder-suicide at US school

LUCCA: Seeking support from abroad, the US
struggled yesterday to explain a hazy Syria strat-
egy that has yet to clarify key questions: whether
President Bashar Assad must go, how displaced
Syrians will be protected and when America
might feel compelled to take further action.
Successive attempts by top Trump administra-
tion officials to articulate a plan have only fur-
thered the appearance of a policy still evolving,
even after the US broke with precedent last week
by attacking Assad’s forces. In the absence of
answers, other countries seem to be moving
ahead on their own terms.

British Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson, after a
meeting in Italy with US Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson, floated the possibility of new sanctions
on both the Syrian and Russian militaries, an idea
the US has only briefly mentioned. In an unusual
announcement for a foreign government,
Johnson also said the US could launch more
cruise missiles into Syria like the ones President
Donald Trump ordered last week in reaction to
Assad’s use of chemical weapons.  “Crucially, they
could do so again,” Johnson said.

Tillerson himself raised fresh expectations for
aggressive US action - and not only in Syria - as
he visited Sant’Anna di Stazzema, a Tuscan village
where the Nazis massacred more than 500 civil-
ians during World War II. As he laid a wreath, he
alluded to the Syria chemical attack.  “We rededi-
cate ourselves to holding to account any and all
who commit crimes against the innocents any-
where in the world,” Tillerson said. Though such
comments hint at a more activist US foreign poli-
cy focused on preventing humanitarian atroci-
ties, Trump has consistently suggested he prefers
the opposite approach. 

The ‘likemindeds’
His young administration has generally down-

played human rights concerns while promoting
an “America First” strategy de-emphasizing the
concerns of foreign nations.  The uncertain view
of US objectives prevailed as Tillerson planned to
attend a meeting Tuesday of the “likemindeds” -
countries that share a similar approach to resolv-
ing Syria’s protracted civil war. The session on the
sidelines of the Group of 7 summit in Italy was to
include Middle East countries, including Turkey,
Saudi Arabia, Jordan and the United Arab
Emirates, that share a US interest in resolving the
conflict and resisting Iran’s influence in Syria.   

Tuesday night, Tillerson will fly to Moscow, the

first official visit by a Trump Cabinet official to
Russia, Assad’s strongest ally. The US has said its
Syria strategy centers on persuading President
Vladimir Putin to stop supporting Assad. On
Monday, the US upped the stakes significantly by
accusing Russia of knowing in advance of the
chemical attack and using a Russian-operated
drone to help cover it up.

No component of Trump’s Syria policy has
engendered more confusion than Assad’s future -
an issue that similarly befuddled the Obama
administration, whose once-adamant position
that Assad must go softened substantially by the
time President Barack Obama left office in
January.  Leading up to the U.S. missile attack,
Trump’s administration had said Assad’s future
was up to the Syrian people. Then Trump, the day
after the assault, said his thinking about Assad
had changed. Tillerson answered a question

about effecting regime change by saying the U.S.
was organizing a coalition to do just that.

Setting a precedent
Yet after Trump’s retaliatory strike, the position

became less clear. Some officials, like Tillerson, said
the US was confident Syrians would choose on
their own to push Assad aside, while suggesting
the US wouldn’t mandate it. UN Ambassador Nikki
Haley and others said ousting Assad was indeed a
US goal, but only one of several. Another unan-
swered question: Did Trump’s strike set a prece-
dent that any chemical attack will trigger a US
response? At the White House, spokesman Sean
Spicer insisted that Trump wouldn’t box himself in
by disclosing his actions in advance. But he added
further uncertainty to the equation by saying that
even barrel bombs - which Assad has used with
frequency - would necessitate US action.  —AP 

MOSCOW: US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson disembarks from an airplane upon his arrival at the Vnukovo II Government airport in Moscow
yesterday. Tillerson arrived in Moscow to confront the Russian leadership over its support for President Bashar Al-Assad’s Syrian regime. — AFP 

What exactly is 

US Syria policy? 
Big questions for US allies

CHARLESTON: With Charleston church
shooter Dylann Roof getting nine life sen-
tences in state court on top of a federal
death sentence, his prosecutions are
finally over - and some relatives of the
nine parishioners he killed at a historically
black church say they can finally begin to
heal. Nadine Collier, daughter of the slain
70-year-old Ethel Lance, wore a white suit
to Roof’s sentencing Monday; a color she
said lets the world know a chapter in her
life had closed. “I will not open that book
again,” she said to Roof, before he was
sentenced. “I just want to say, have mercy
on your soul.”

The 23-year-old avowed white suprema-
cist said nothing in his own defense as he
was sentenced Monday on nine counts of
murder, along with three charges of
attempted murder and a weapons charge.
He was taken from court back to the
Charleston County jail, where he’ll await
transfer to a federal prison and, ultimately,
the federal system’s death row in Terre
Haute, Indiana. Roof ’s plea deal came in
exchange for an agreement that state pros-
ecutors would drop their own pursuit of
the death penalty against him for the June
2015 slaughter at Emanuel AME Church.

Judge JC Nicholson handed down nine
consecutive life sentences.

Roof stood at the defense table with his
attorneys, clad in a gray and white striped
jail jumpsuit and handcuffed to a chain at
his waist. The deal, Solicitor Scarlett Wilson
said, serves as an “insurance policy” in the
event that Roof ’s federal conviction falls
apart. But it also means the families of the
nine people he killed don’t have to endure
a second grueling trial. Roof was 21 when
he walked into a Wednesday night Bible
study session at the historic church known
as Mother Emanuel. As witnesses testified
in his federal trial last year, Roof waited
until  the session’s closing minutes to
unload 77 shots into his victims as they
shut their eyes in a final prayer.

Survivors testified during the federal tri-
al, evoking chilling images of the bloody
Wednesday night tableau. Jennifer
Pinckney, widow of slain pastor and state
Sen Clementa Pinckney, brought some
jurors to tears as she told how she shielded
her young daughter in her husband’s office
while the bullets rang out in the nearby fel-
lowship hall. At Roof’s first court appear-
ance on the day after his arrest, his victims’
relatives spoke of forgiveness, with some
saying they mourned their loved ones but
would pray for his lost soul. 

The families of what have become
known as the Emanuel Nine have been
widely lauded for their willingness to for-
give in the face of sorrow but also, in
embrace of their strong faith, to pray the
man who drastically altered their lives
would find peace himself. That sentiment
was present at Monday ’s hearing.
Blondelle Gadsden, sister of slain Myra
Thompson, said she hoped Roof would
find his own faith in prison. “I can’t think of
anything worse that he could do at this
point than to not accept Christ and try to
make his days on this earth a little bit more
peaceful,” she said. 

But Eva Dilligard, whose sister Susie
Jackson was slain by Roof, said, “I think
somebody doing something like that, he
should get death. ... I’m very sorry. I’m a
child of God. But he hurt the entire family.”
Roof didn’t address the court Monday. But
his grandfather, Columbia attorney Joe
Roof, said that, while he was saddened that
his grandson wouldn’t be a part of his later
years, “ The system .. .   seems to have
worked as it should have worked.”  — AP

Nine life sentences in 

US church slaying case

SAN BERNARDINO: A police officer leads children to be reunited with parents at Cajon High School
after a gunman entered a classroom and killed one woman and one student, before turning the
gun on himself, at North Park Elementary School in San Bernardino, California. — AFP 

CHARLESTON: Dylann Roof appears in
the Charleston County Court to enter his
guilty plea on murder charges in
Charleston, SC. — AP 

WASHINGTON: The governor of the conser-
vative southern US state of Alabama
resigned Monday, shortly after lawmakers
began impeachment proceedings linked to
his affair with a senior aide that was made
public in humiliating detail. Robert Bentley,
74, pleaded guilty in an agreement with
prosecutors on Monday to two misde-
meanor campaign violations and is barred
from seeking public office again.

“I have spent the last year in deep and
earnest prayer over our state and our people.
I pray every morning for wisdom and guid-
ance and forgiveness for the sins I have com-
mitted,” the former dermatologist and
church deacon told a news conference
announcing his resignation, never directly
acknowledging his romantic relationship
with 45-year-old political adviser Rebekah
Caldwell Mason.  The relationship between
Bentley and his married aide became a topic
of speculation in 2015, when his wife of 50
years, Dianne, abruptly filed for divorce.

The scandal broke last spring when the
state’s top police officer-fired by Bentley-pro-
vided the news organization AL.com with
salacious details of the secret romance. The
media outlet reported on a 2014 phone con-
versation between Bentley and a woman he
called Rebekah that was secretly captured
by Dianne Bentley.  “When I stand behind
you, and I put my arms around you, and I put
my hands on your breasts, and I put my
hands (unintelligible) and just pull you real
close. I love that, too,” the governor is heard
saying.  “Baby, let me know what I am going
to do when I start locking the door,” he said
during another part of the tape.

“If we are going to do what we did the
other day, we are going to have to start lock-
ing the door.” Last week, an impeachment

investigation report prepared for the
Alabama House Judiciary Committee said
Bentley tried to cover up the affair “in a
process characterized by increasing obses-
sion and paranoia.”“To ensure the silence of
his staff, Governor Bentley encouraged an
atmosphere of intimidation,” it added.
“Concern over the recordings appears to
have become an obsession.”

The report revealed that Bentley once
opened the door of his hotel room in
Washington clad in boxer shorts, thinking
Mason was the other side when it was actu-
ally hotel staff. On the same trip in 2014,
Dianne Bentley attended a group dinner
with her husband and Mason, and saw the
text messages he was sending his mistress
while seated next to his wife, including “I
can’t take my eyes off of you.” — AFP 

US governor brought down 

by humiliating sex scandal

ALABAMA: Former Alabama Governor
Robert Bentley speaks after officially
resigning in Montgomery, Ala. — AP 

NEW YORK: For years, a woman named “Mel”
mingled with young Muslims in New York,
telling them she was a Turkish convert to the
faith looking for friends. In reality, she was a
cop working for the New York Police
Department. Her true identity and the full
nature of her work remains a guarded secret,
but, thanks partly to social media, she may be
unmasked as part of an upcoming trial of two
women accused of plotting a homemade
bomb attack.

By combing the web, attorneys for the two
defendants,  Noelle Velentzas and Asia
Siddiqui, say they have obtained the agent’s
photograph and learned her real name. And
in recent weeks, they got a judge’s permission
for a plan to circulate her picture at area
mosques in order to build a case that their
clients were entrapped by someone fishing
for harmless people to lure into a phony plot.
The defense has an obligation “to investigate
the case fully,” defense attorney Charles Swift
said, including probing the activities and
background of the police department’s mole.
That plan has dismayed police officials, who
have been working to scrub any trace of “Mel”
from the web.

Revealing identity
The NYPD’s top counterterrorism official,

John Miller, said in a court filing that revealing
her identity and widely circulating her picture
could jeopardize ongoing undercover investi-
gations.  The case could provide a rare glimpse
into how the police department uses inform-
ants and undercover investigators to smoke
out Islamic extremists - a tactic that has already
sparked complaints by civil rights groups that
the nation’s largest police department illegally
spied on Muslims on the basis of religion.

From a law enforcement perspective, the
stakes are high for other reasons. Investigators
with blown covers are often pulled off the
street for good as a precaution. That’s because
risks of exposure are real, said a former NYPD
undercover in major drug and gun trafficking
cases and subject of the recent book “Gunz
and God: The Life of an NYPD Undercover”
who still uses an alias, Stevie Stryker. “There
are people out there who would do anything
to take revenge on you,” said Stryker, who tes-
tified only when courtrooms were closed to
the public. “Protecting your identity goes to
your house. It’s about protecting your wife
and family.” — AP 

Who’s Mel? US terror case 

may unmask police mole
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Taiwan’s ex-leader 
Ma wins libel case

TAIPEI: Taiwan’s ex-president Ma Ying-jeou, who has faced
a string of lawsuits since stepping down last year, scored a
legal victory yesterday in a defamation case against a com-
mentator who claimed he had taken illicit donations. Ma
filed the libel lawsuit in 2014 against radio show host Clara
Chou for alleging that he accepted Tw$200 million ($6.5
million) from scandal-hit food giant Ting Hsin International
Group in exchange for favors. The high court overturned a
previous ruling and convicted Chou of defaming the for-
mer president as she “failed to thoroughly verify” the alle-
gations before reporting them. Ma firmly rejected Chou’s
accusations, saying his government fully investigated the
company’s alleged involvement in a number of food safety
scandals and indicted dozens of people. The verdict, which
requires Chou to either pay a fine of Tw$50,000 or sever a
50-day prison sentence, is Ma’s second legal victory after a
district court last month found him not guilty in a political
leaks case. 

News
i n  b r i e f

TOKYO: Japan’s Princess Aiko (center), accompanied by
her parents Crown Prince Naruhito and Crown Princess
Masako, arrives at her entrance ceremony at the
Gakushuin Girls’ Senior High School in Tokyo. — AFP 

PARIS: French presidential candidate
Francois Fillon responded angrily yester-
day to a new report alleging that he put
his wife on the public payroll in 1982, four
years earlier than he claimed. “I won’t say
another word about these things,” the con-
servative contender said on French televi-
sion, condemning “successive revelations,
carefully disseminated by state services.”
The revelation comes as French voters pre-
pare to cast their first ballots in the two-
stage presidential race on April 23.

Fillon, once the race’s frontrunner and
who denies any wrongdoing, was charged
with abuse of public funds last month in a
scandal that he has blamed on the outgo-
ing Socialist government. The 63-year-old
is accused of giving fake jobs to his Welsh-

born wife Penelope that earned her
680,000 euros ($725,000) in salary pay-
ments between 1986 and 2013. Mediapart
said late Monday that “Penelope Fillon in
fact benefited from public funds from the
first parliamentary mandate of her hus-
band through contracts for studies or proj-
ects that he commissioned.”

Fillon, first elected to represent the
central Sarthe region in 1981, went on to
become prime minister under president
Nicolas Sarkozy from 2007 to 2012. Other
accusations of financial impropriety have
piled up since the claims first broke in
January, including that Fillon failed to
declare an interest-free loan and that he
accepted gifts of bespoke suits from a
wealthy friend. — AFP

France’s Fillon angrily 
rejects new allegations

Construction site collapses; 
killing seven in Mexico City 

MEXICO CITY: At least seven people died and 10 were
injured in Mexico City after a collapse at a construction
site for a multi-story parking garage, officials from the
mayor’s office said. The accident took place Monday
afternoon when many workers were in the area, which
forms part of a building site for a shopping center.
“There was a flaw in the construction process,” the
director of the capital’s civil protection service, Fausto
Lugo, told Televisa television, also confirming the death
toll. The accident took place after a heavy load was
placed incorrectly, he said, adding that the local prose-
cutor’s office had opened an investigation. It caused a
collapse from the third-floor level to the basement,
according to reports. Teams of rescuers were working
overnight to locate other workers who may have been
trapped in the rubble. Authorities did not specify how
many people were on the site, but local media report-
ed at least two missing workers. 

Two Turkish nationals 
kidnapped in S Nigeria

PORT HARCOURT: Gunmen have kidnapped two
Turkish nationals from their hotel in southern Nigeria’s
oil-rich Akwa Ibom state, police said yesterday in the
latest unrest to hit the restive Niger Delta. “Two Turkish
nationals working for a construction company in Onna
local government area were abducted from their hotel
rooms on Sunday,” state police spokesman Chukwu
Okechukwu said. He said the men, who work for BKS
Construction Company which is based in Onna, were
seized by gunmen from a hotel in Eket, an industrial
city which is home to Mobil, the Nigerian subsidiary of
US oil giant Exxon. He said efforts were under way to
free the pair.  It was not immediately clear why they
were kidnapped and so far no group has claimed
responsibility.  In January, a Turkish teacher was
abducted from a school just outside Lagos along with
another two staff members and five students, police
said, indicating that they were freed two weeks later.
No group claimed responsibility. 

Malaysia can be model for 
diversity Japan’s Naruhito 

TOKYO: Japan’s Crown Prince Naruhito said yesterday that
he believes Malaysia’s success is based on its diversity and
tolerance, and the country can be a model for a world
faced with conflicts. Naruhito, the oldest son of Emperor
Akihito, is first in line to the Chrysanthemum throne.
Ahead of his visit to Malaysia beginning later this week, he
said at a rare news conference at his palace that he looks
forward to learning from the country’s experience in using
its ethnic, religious and cultural diversity as a source for
development. “Diversity and tolerance are the words that
come to my mind in describing my image of Malaysia
today,” he said. The country has generated energy and uni-
ty as a nation while the people of Malay, Chinese and
Indian roots have come to respect each other’s differences
and coexisted, he said. “I would like to observe and hear
from the people of Malaysia from the viewpoint that
Malaysia’s example can be a model for the international
society, which is still faced with conflicts for various rea-
sons, in terms of how a world can be,” the soft-spoken
Naruhito said.  

Security forces capture 
10 pirates in stand-off 

MOGADISHU: Somali forces who have surrounded pirates
holding hostages taken from an Indian ship secured the
surrender of 10 members of the band yesterday and enlist-
ed the parents of the other three to persuade them to give
up, officials said. Regional security forces rescued the
Indian cargo dhow Al-Kausar on Monday but pirates who
seized it earlier this month escaped beforehand with nine
crew members as bargaining chips to try to force the
release of pirates jailed in India. Hirsi Yusuf Barre, mayor of
Galkayo in Somalia’s Galmudug state, said 10 of the pirates
surrendered after they were surrounded, leaving just three
holding the nine dhow crew. Apart from denying the
pirates food and water, security forces had brought the
parents of the three pirates to the scene to persuade their
sons to give up, Barre said. “The remaining three pirates
will be taken out by their parents in the coming hours. We
shall rescue the nine crew soon and they will rejoin their
two colleagues on the ship,” he said. 

GRANDE-SYNTHE: A huge fire, apparently started deliber-
ately, tore through the Grande-Synthe migrant camp near
the northern French city of Dunkirk late Monday, reducing
it to “a heap of ashes”, the regional chief said. Firefighters
said at least 10 people had been injured in the blaze at the
camp, which was home to some 1,500 people, mostly Iraqi
Kurds, living in closely packed wooden huts. “There is noth-
ing left but a heap of ashes,” Michel Lalande, prefect of
France’s Nord region, told reporters at the scene as fire-
fighters continued to battle the flames which were visible
from several kilometers away. “It will be impossible to put
the huts back where they were before.”

The fierce blaze destroyed most of the 300 huts in the
camp and had still not been extinguished at 2:00 am yes-
terday (0000 GMT). The migrants were evacuated and
would be rehoused in emergency accommodation, the
prefect said, adding that the Dunkirk suburb of Grande-
Synthe had already made two gymnasiums available.
Lalande said the blaze had been started after a fight on
Monday afternoon  between Afghans and Kurds at the
camp that had left six injured with knife wounds.

“There must have been fires deliberately set in several
different places, it is not possible otherwise. It seems that it
is related to fights between Iraqis and Afghans,” said Olivier
Caremelle, chief of staff of Grande-Synthe mayor Damien
Careme, an environmentalist who supported the building
of the camp last year. “What I can see for myself is that
everything has burned down. There is a communal kitchen
and the information point, but it’s impossible to walk
through the camp and get a really accurate idea of   the
extent of the damage,” Caramelle said.

Plans to dismantle camp  
Fights between the migrants continued after midnight,

with riot police struggling to contain them and occasional-
ly being pelted with stones, according to an AFP corre-
spondent. “No one is able to explain how these events
could have happened,” said Lalande. The population of the
Grande-Synthe camp has swelled since the destruction last
October of the squalid “Jungle” camp near Calais, about 40
kilometers away. According to several witnesses, disagree-
ments arose after an increase in the number of Afghans
who arrived from the “Jungle” camp.

The Afghans were apparently unhappy at being put up
in the communal kitchens while the Kurds slept in chalets.

Their arrival had increased tensions, according to
Caremelle. There have been several violent incidents at the
Grande-Synthe camp, with police intervening last month
after five men were injured in a fight. Another man was
stabbed in November. French officials had said in mid-
March that security forces were planning to start disman-
tling the camp following clashes at the site. The camp, built
by the humanitarian group MSF (Doctors Without Borders),
opened in March 2016 over the objections of the central
government. For more than a decade France’s northern

coast has been a magnet for refugees and migrants trying
to reach Britain, with French authorities repeatedly tearing
down camps in the region. Migrants gather along the
northern coast in France seeking to break into trucks head-
ing to Britain or pay smugglers to help them get across the
Channel. The issue is a constant source of friction between
Britain and France and an embarrassment for the French
government, which has been criticized by the United
Nations refugee agency for failing to provide adequate
accommodation.— AFP 

Massive fire destroys 
France migrant camp

Migrants evacuated; 10 people injured 

GRANDE-SYNTHE: Photo shows burned remains of a migrant camp in the Dunkirk suburb of Grande-Synthe,
northern France. — AP 

BERLIN: Almost half of Germany’s first-time
voters back Chancellor Angela Merkel, a
poll by the Forsa Institut showed yesterday,
providing a strong backbone of support as
she prepares to bid for a fourth term in
September. Among all potential voters,
conservative Merkel had 43 percent sup-
port, compared to 32 percent for Martin
Schulz, the chancellor candidate for the
centre-left Social Democrats (SPD).  

But that lead extended to 47 percent
against 29 percent among those aged 18 to
21, the poll showed. “Young people know
Chancellor Merkel, with whom they grew
up,” said Manfred Guellner, who heads the
Forsa institute. He said the poll showed that
“especially young people are looking for
stability and continuity in these uncertain
times.” The elder stateswoman of western
European politics, Merkel has come under
fire at home for initially opening Germany’s
doors to more than one million refugees. 

Ahead of what is likely to be a close-
fought ballot, she has toughened her
stance on immigration in recent months.
She faced criticism yesterday from the SPD,
the junior partner in her coalition govern-
ment, after giving her chief of staff, Peter
Altmaier, a leading role in drafting the elec-
tion program for her Christian Democrats

(CDU). The appointment of Altmaier, who
coordinates policy on migrant issues within
the coalition, “violates the established
political rules,” SPD general secretary
Katarina Barley told the RND newspaper
chain.  Altmaier said on Twitter that, while
he looked forward to helping shape the
CDU’s program, the party’s general secre-
tary Peter Tauber would remain its election
campaign manager, adding that the SPD
had similar arrangements. Measured by
party, the Forsa poll - conducted for Stern
magazine and broadcaster RTL - put
Merkel’s CDU and their Bavarian sister party
(CSU) at 36 percent, 6 percentage points
ahead of the SPD of former European
Parliament president Schulz.

A second survey by INSA for the mass-
circulation Bild newspaper ahead of the
Sept. 24 national election gave the
CDU/CSU a 1.5 point lead. In the Forsa poll,
the anti-immigrant Alternative for Germany
(AfD) party, which had seen its support
weaken in recent months, was steady at 8
percent. The AfD added 1 point to 10 per-
cent in the INSA poll. Both Merkel and
Schulz are hoping to form new govern-
ments with smaller partners, but the two
polls suggested another “grand coalition” of
their parties is likely. — Reuters

VARZY: With its deserted streets, “For Sale”
signs and weeds pushing through the
pavement, the village of Varzy symbolizes
the plight of the depressed French hinter-
land, a key theme in the presidential race.
Standing at the counter in one of two bars
left in the central village of around 1,300
people, truck driver Michel Cadour counts
off the restaurants that have closed in
recent years. “There is nothing left here,”
the ruddy-faced 58-year-old said with a
resigned air. “Young people don’t want to
start anything because there are no cus-
tomers. Nowadays the only restaurant that
opens in the evening is the kebab shop.”

The fate of provincial towns and villages
looms large over France’s April 23-May 7
election, with voters in areas scarred by
population decline and shrinking public
services threatening to take revenge on
mainstream politicians. France’s country-
side, provincial towns and the area
between town and country are estimated
by geographer Christophe Guilluy to con-
tain 60 percent of the population.
Traditionally rural areas in France have vot-
ed for candidates on the right, but many
are now leaning towards the far-right.

For Pascal Perrineau, a political scientist
at Sciences Po University, the French elec-
tion, like the US vote which brought in
President Donald Trump, has revealed a rift
between rural communities and the cos-
mopolitan cities. “If you go 20 kilometers
north, south, east or west out of Paris you
will find yourself in another France, which is
far more immobile, hit by unemployment,
worried about identity and marked by
social and cultural divisions,” he told a
group of foreign correspondents in Paris.

Far-right presidential candidate Marine
Le Pen, who is running neck-and-neck with
centrist Emmanuel Macron for the first
round vote, according to opinion polls, has
campaigned as the champion of the “for-
gotten French” against the “globalist” elite.
“I support Marine. She is the only one we
haven’t tried,” Cadour said, sipping on a
beer. “Mainstream politicians don’t care
about rural voters. They’re too busy looking
after their interests in town,” he said.

Medical malaise   
A shortage of doctors, which affects

parts of Paris also but is most acute in cen-
tral France, has come to symbolize the
malaise of the rural dweller. Situated in the

Nievre department, which has lost over a
quarter of its general practitioners since
2007, Varzy has struggled to attract young
physicians, put off by the isolation and
large caseloads of the country doctor.
From four a decade ago, the number of GPs
in Varzy has fallen to two.  Patients also com-
plain of long delays to consult ophthalmolo-
gists, gynaecologists and other specialists.

“The politicians don’t realize how peo-
ple live. People here can’t get proper care,”
said Antoine, a 52-year-old former soldier
who gave up trying to see a cardiologist
about a heart problem after being told he
would have to wait four months. “We don’t
just have a medical desert in France. We
have a real political desert,” said the burly
security guard, expressing tentative sup-
port for the “clearsightedness” of the mav-
erick Macron.

‘Lost bond’ 
Pascal Gleitz, a doctor who worked for

20 years in Varzy, blamed the sense of
abandonment in rural areas on cutbacks in
public services. Citing the closure of many
village post offices, the silver-haired physi-
cian said: “Before, there was a very strong
bond between the state and the popula-
tion. That has been lost.” In Nevers, the
region’s administrative centre where he
now practices, Gleitz manages to see all
urgent cases within 24 hours. But the long-
time Socialist stronghold of 37,000 people
also struggles to attract doctors and other
professionals. The population of the pictur-
esque town on the Loire river has fallen by
more than 10,000 in the past 20 years and
the once buzzing centre has been aban-
doned by shoppers for out-of-town super-
markets and malls.

On a walkabout of the town, estate
agent Jerome Coquin pointed out the fake
storefronts depicting thriving businesses
painted by the city over shuttered shops.
While acknowledging that there was “no
miracle solution” for towns lacking the
attractions of big cities or the country, he
expressed frustration at the lack of decen-
tralization in France.  “There’s Paris and the
big cities-and there’s the rest,” the 39-year-
old local grumbled. To Mayor Denis Thuriot,
what matters most to voters in an area
where the late Socialist president Francois
Mitterrand took his early political steps for
the top job “is that they are given proper
consideration”. — AFP

BERLIN: German Chancellor Angela Merkel (left) speaks with Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) head Angel Gurria during a press
conference following their meeting in the chancellery in Berlin. — AFP  

Nearly half of young German
voters back Chancellor Merkel

‘Forgotten’ rural France 
seethes over big city bias

VARZY: A picture shows a square in Varzy, central France. With its deserted streets,
‘For Sale’ signs and weeds pushing through the pavement, the village of Varzy
symbolizes the plight of the depressed French hinterland, a key theme in the presi-
dential race. — AFP 
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JAKARTA: Indonesia’s anti-graft agency yesterday con-
demned an acid attack on one of its top investigators han-
dling a corruption investigation that has implicated dozens
of politicians, and said it would not be deterred in its fight.
The corruption investigation, involving the suspected theft
of $170 million from a budget to procure national electron-
ic identity cards, is turning into one of the biggest cases
the agency, known by its Indonesian initials KPK, has han-
dled. The KPK has banned the speaker of parliament, Setya
Novanto, from overseas travel for six months in connection
with the case, which has stirred sensational headlines in
Southeast Asia’s biggest economy long burdened by
endemic graft.

Early yesterday, an unidentified attacker threw acid at
senior KPK investigator Novel Baswedan, police said. He
was being treated in hospital for injuries to his eyes and
face, and police were investigating whether the attack was
related to his work, said Jakarta police chief Mochammad
Iriawan. It was not the first time Baswedan had been
attacked and his agency said it would not be cowed. “We
strongly condemn the uncivilized attack on Novel. Novel is
us and we are the KPK. We will never stop fighting against
corruption,” the KPK said in a statement.

Deputy agency chief Laode M Syarif said police would
be asked to step up security for agency officials. “We will
ask the national and city police for extra protection for
KPK investigators,” he told reporters. President Joko

Widodo ordered police to investigate and urged KPK offi-
cials to be vigilant. “This is a brutal act that I strongly con-
demn,” Widodo told reporters at the presidential palace.
“All investigators must be alert and keep working hard.”
Two suspects on trial over the graft case have told a court
that at least 37 politicians benefited from the theft of
funds from the ID procurement budget, including parlia-
ment speaker Novanto. 

Party payments?
Late on Monday, the KPK banned Novanto from going

overseas for six months. A KPK public relations official, Ipi
Maryati, said Novanto had been banned from travel so
that “whenever his information is needed in the investiga-
tion of the case, he’s not out of the country”. Novanto,
who is also the chairman of Indonesia’s second-biggest
political party, Golkar, told media he would cooperate
with authorities. He has not been charged and has previ-
ously denied wrongdoing.    Golkar’s secretary general,
Idrus Marham, told Reuters the party and Novanto would
respect the legal process. “We also believe in the principle
of innocent until proven guilty,” Marham said. The allega-
tions against Novanto and others, set out in a KPK indict-
ment, include accounts of sums ranging from $5,000 to
$5.5 million being divided up in a room in parliament
among members of various parties, including the one
backing President Joko Widodo. —Reuters

Indonesian investigator attacked with chemical

CHICAGO: The social media storm prompted
by footage of United Airlines forcibly removing
a passenger from an overbooked flight contin-
ued to spread yesterday with accusations of
perceived racism and calls for a boycott of the
US carrier. Footage from the incident in which a
Chinese-American passenger was dragged
from his seat quickly went viral with outrage
extending even to China.

The incident occurred Sunday on a United
Express flight from Chicago to Louisville,
Kentucky. Such flights are operated by one of
eight regional airlines that partner with United.
The airline said it had asked for volunteers to

give up their seats, and police were called in
after one passenger refused to leave the plane.
Smartphone video posted online showed three
Chicago Department of Aviation police officers
struggling with a seated middle-aged man. He
starts to scream as he is dragged off while other
passengers look on-some recording the event
with their phones.

One passenger can be heard yelling, “Oh my
God, look at what you did to him!” The show-
down quickly ignited social media outrage, with
“United” a trending term on Twitter, Facebook
and Google. The footage was also re-posted on
China’s Twitter-like Sina Weibo, where the inci-

dent quickly became the top trending topic, gar-
nering more than 120 million views and 80,000
comments. “Shameless! We won’t forgive them.
Ethnic Chinese around the world please boycott
United Airlines!” wrote one commentator. United
Airlines claims to be the biggest carrier to China,
with more nonstop US-China flights to more
Chinese cities than any other airline, according
to the company’s website.

‘Upsetting for all’ 
In a statement late Monday, the Chicago

Department of Aviation said the incident was
“not in accordance with our standard operating
procedure and the actions of the aviation securi-
ty officer are obviously not condoned by the
department.” “That officer has been placed on
leave effective today pending a thorough review
of the situation,” the statement said. It was
another example of bad press and negative
social media coverage for United after an inci-
dent in late March in which two teenage girls
were prevented from boarding a flight in Denver
because they were wearing leggings.  

The airline defended its action at the time by
saying the girls were flying on passes that
required them to abide by a dress code in return
for free or discounted travel. Speaking to various
media outlets about Sunday’s incident, the air-
line said it had asked for volunteers to leave the
overbooked plane.  “One customer refused to
leave the aircraft voluntarily and law enforce-
ment was asked to come to the gate,” United
spokesman Charlie Hobart was quoted by the
Chicago Tribune newspaper as saying. 

United did not return AFP’s request for com-
ment, but the airline addressed the incident in a
statement posted on its website on Monday.
“This is an upsetting event to all of us,” said chief
executive Oscar Munoz, noting that the airline
was conducting a “detailed review of what hap-
pened.” “We are also reaching out to this passen-
ger to talk directly to him and further address
and resolve this situation,” he said.

Passengers ‘disturbed’
Tyler Bridges, who posted footage of Sunday’s

incident on Twitter, said the man appeared to be
bloodied after his encounter with the law
enforcement officials.  Bridges also posted video
showing the man running back on the plane,
repeatedly saying, “I have to go home.” He
appeared to be pacing and disoriented. “Not a
good way to treat a doctor trying to get to work
because they overbooked,” he wrote.  He
described passenger reaction on the plane as “dis-
turbed” saying: “Kids were crying.” US airlines are
allowed to involuntarily bump passengers off
overbooked flights, with compensation, if
enough volunteers cannot be found, according to
the Department of Transportation.  — Agencies 

Online fury; passenger dragged 

off overbooked United Airlines 
Passenger’s removal sparks outrage in China

NEW DELHI: India yesterday warned
Pakistan of serious consequences for their
bilateral relationship if it executes a retired
Indian naval officer convicted of espionage
and sabotage. External Affairs Minister
Sushma Swaraj told agitated lawmakers in
Parliament that India would take up the
issue with Pakistan at the highest level to
ensure that justice was done to
Kulbhushan Jadhav. He was arrested by
Pakistan last year and convicted by a
Pakistani military tribunal this week.
Pakistan alleges that Jadhav was an Indian
intelligence official who aided and
financed terrorist activities in the south-
western province of Baluchistan and the
port city of Karachi.

Swaraj dismissed Jadhav’s trial as a farce
and said Pakistan had ignored 13 separate
requests in the past year to be permitted to
offer him consular services. “The govern-
ment and people of India would view very
seriously the possibility that an innocent
Indian citizen is facing death sentence in
Pakistan without due process and in viola-
tion of basic norms, law, justice and inter-
national relations,” she said. Swaraj warned
“the Pakistan government to consider the
consequences for our bilateral relationship
if they proceed on this matter.”

Lawmakers from opposition Congress
and other parties asked the government to
put international pressure on Pakistan to
free Jadhav and return him to India.
Pakistan’s army released a video shortly
after Jadhav’s arrest last year in which he
confessed to having spent years sowing
unrest in Pakistan. It was not clear if he was
speaking under duress. India’s External
Affairs Ministry said Monday that Jadhav
was kidnapped last year from Iran and his
subsequent presence in Pakistan was never
explained credibly. It concluded that his
death sentence, if carried out, would be
regarded by the Indian government as pre-
mediated murder.

Pakistan and India have tensed rela-
tions. High-level talks between the neigh-
bors have been suspended since January
last year, when India postponed sched-
uled meetings on Kashmir and other
problems after an attack on an Indian air
force base that killed seven soldiers. India
says phone intercepts suggest the gun-
men came from Pakistan,  a charge
Islamabad denies. India and Pakistan have
fought three wars,  two of them over
Kashmir, the divided region both claim in
its entirety, since they won independence
from British colonialists in 1947. —AP 

India warns Pakistan 

BEIJING: Authorities in China’s restive
Xinjiang region have punished a local
official for declining to smoke in front of
Muslim elders, seeing that as a sign he
was insufficiently committed to the
region’s fight against religious extrem-
ism, according to a government report
and state media yesterday. Jelil Matniyaz,
Communist Party head of a village in
Hotan Prefecture, was demoted for “not
daring” to smoke in front of religious fig-
ures, said the report, issued Saturday and
reproduced by official newspapers and
websites. 

Matniyaz, identified as a member of
Xinjiang’s indigenous Uighur ethnic
minority, was cited by the report as not
having a “resolute political stance.” The
state-run Global Times newspaper yes-
terday quoted other local officials as say-
ing that government leaders should
push back against rather than comply
with religious prohibitions against smok-
ing to demonstrate their “commitment to
secularization.” 

The punishment appears to be the lat-
est extreme measure by the authorities
to exert their will in Xinjiang, particularly
its southern portion including Hotan
where Uighur culture is strongest.
Chinese authorities and the state-con-
trolled media have increasingly equated
religious expression with extremism in
their official rhetoric, partly in response
to a bloody insurgency blamed on
Uighur Islamic militants.

The government has argued that its
measures, such as prohibiting women
from wearing Islamic veils or men from
growing beards, are part of an effort to
roll back dangerous religious fundamen-
talism. Overseas Uighur advocate groups
say the restrictions have only increased
resentment over heavy-handed Chinese
rule and fueled a cycle of radicalization

and violence.  Although smoking is not
strictly forbidden in many parts of the
Muslim world, it is sometimes discour-
aged by the more religiously observant. 

Ironically, Matniyaz’s punishment
comes as health officials are seeking to
curb a deeply ingrained smoking culture
in China, where about half of all males
regularly light up. Adrian Zenz, a
researcher at the European School of
Culture and Theology in Germany, said
Xinjiang officials were attempting “social
re-engineering” by purging any hint of
Islamic influence on Uighur society. “The
normal practice of religion is now being
defined as extremism,” Zenz said. “This is
a whole new dimension.”

The Hotan Daily newspaper said a
total of 97 local officials were censured as
part of a Communist Party investigation
into the conduct of its own members.
The report indicated the probe was per-
sonally directed by Chen Quanguo, the
Xinjiang’s regional Communist Party
leader and highest ranking official, who
has vowed to crack down on extremism.
Chen was transferred to Xinjiang in
August from Tibet, another region whose
non-ethnic Chinese residents have long
lived under social, political and religious
restrictions far more severe than in other
parts of the country.

In recent months Chen has ratcheted
up security measures and sent phalanxes
of armed paramilitary police and
armored tanks rumbling through Hotan’s
streets in large-scale displays of force. An
ancient stop on the Silk Road, Hotan and
its surrounding region have seen an
uptick in violence in recent years. State
media reported that a car rammed into a
Communist Party building in December
and blew up, resulting in one dead.
Months later, eight people died in a knife
attack in a different part of Hotan — AP 

China punishes official for not 

daring to smoke near Muslims

Image made from a video provided shows a passenger being removed from a United Airlines
flight in Chicago. — AP 

JAKARTA: Indonesian Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) investigator Novel
Baswedan (center) who was injured in an attacked by unidentified assailants is assisted
by officials and police officers as he leaves the general hospital yesterday. — AP 

ISLAMABAD: Journalists look a image of Indian naval officer Kulbhushan Jadhav,
who was arrested in March 2016, during a press conference by Pakistan’s army
spokesman and the Information Minister, in Islamabad, Pakistan.  - AP

CARACAS: Venezuela erupted yesterday in a fifth
day of violent protests against President Nicolas
Maduro as the United States voiced “grave con-
cern” over moves to stifle one of his main oppo-
nents.  In the latest clashes in the once-booming
oil exporter, riot police in Caracas fired tear gas at
stone-throwing demonstrators-whose leaders
vowed not to let up the pressure on Maduro. “This
is a battle of resistance. We will see who gets tired
first: us of fighting, or them of repressing,” said the
deputy speaker of the opposition-majority con-
gress, Freddy Guevara. 

The streets of Caracas and several other
Venezuelan cities have seen running battles in
recent days as protesters have rallied demanding
elections.  Police fired water cannons, tear gas and
rubber bullets at demonstrators, who hurled rocks
and Molotov cocktails. On Monday, several
patients including a newborn baby had to be evac-
uated from a medical clinic in the Las Mercedes
district after it was struck by tear gas canisters, a
doctor there, Luis Montanes, told reporters.  One
protester was killed on Thursday. Dozens of people
have been wounded or arrested.

US: ‘grave concern’
Maduro is fighting efforts to force him from

power over an economic crisis marked by severe
shortages and the world’s highest inflation.
Pressure rose on him last week after two
Supreme Court rulings that stripped the legisla-

ture’s power. The court later reversed the rulings
amid an outcry. But the crisis deepened Friday
when authorities banned senior opposition fig-
ure Henrique Capriles from holding public office
for 15 years, blocking him from running against
Maduro in next year’s election. The United States
on Monday expressed “grave concern” about
Capriles’s ban.  “We urge President Maduro to

reconsider the decision to bar Capriles and
ensure Venezuelans can exercise their right to
elect their representatives in free and fair elec-
tions,” the US State Department said in a state-
ment.  The European Union earlier added to the
international pressure, raising alarm over the
“ongoing escalation of tensions and violent con-
frontations.” —AFP 

Violence erupts in Venezuela 

US voices ‘grave concern’

CARACAS: Venezuelan opposition activists protesting against President Nicolas Maduro’s gov-
ernment are engulfed by a cloud of tear gas shot by riot police in Caracas. — AFP 
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Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem led the debate by saying
he opposed the amendment because it will provide legal
protection to tens of thousands of suspected fraudsters
who obtained their citizenships through forgery.

Courts have thrown out many cases related to citi-
zenship on the basis that they are not competent to
look into such sovereign cases, except in a few excep-
tional cases. 

Opposition and other lawmakers wanted to amend
the nationality law in such a way that no citizenship
can be revoked by the government without a final
court order. But wider opposition to this amendment
forced the lawmakers to reduce the scope of the
amendment to allow those who get their citizenships
withdrawn to take their cases to court.

MP Khalil Abul said that revoking citizenships for
political reasons is ‘immoral’. He said that if the national-
ity is withdrawn because of forgery, the citizenships of
all those who committed the crime must be withdrawn
as well. Tabtabaei said Kuwait is committed to interna-
tional obligations to allow the judiciary to hear citizen-
ship cases and if it failed to do this, it will be placed on
the blacklist by the United Nations and be subjected to
sanctions. He also challenged Sheikh Mohammad to say
what he said about the government’s opposition at the
world human rights body in Geneva.

MP Adel Al-Damkhi said the proposed amend-
ments do not prevent the government from revoking
citizenships, but allows those affected by the meas-
ure to go to court. MP Abdullah Al-Fahhad said there
is a contradiction in the government’s attitude. On
one side, it forms a committee to review reinstating
revoked citizenships, but is rejecting the courts to
handle such cases.

MP Yousef Al-Fadhalah strongly opposed the pro-
posed amendments, saying that they pave the way for
wider and deeper amendments that would allow peo-
ple to obtain citizenships through forgery. He said this
it is not correct that under the current law, the govern-
ment can revoke citizenships without a reason.

Adasani said the proposed amendment does not
provide any protection to those who forge and the
government should not act as the arbitrator and the
opponent at the same time. MP Abdulkarim Al-
Kandari insisted that sovereignty rests with the peo-
ple and the government was granted sovereignty
through a law which can be changed, especially after
the government misused this law. Several other law-
makers backed the amendments and insisted that the
changes do not protect or encourage people who
fake their documents to obtain citizenship - they only
allow those who get their citizenships revoked from
seeking legal recourse from the judiciary. 

Assembly rejects crucial citizenship law...
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The official Saudi Press Agency reported that
Salman hosted Duterte for lunch in the capital,
Riyadh, and that the two sides signed a number of
memorandums, including some dealing with labor.
The report did not disclose further details about the
memorandums signed. A sl ide in oi l  prices has
impacted Saudi government spending and the rev-
enue of Saudi companies relying on state-backed
infrastructure projects. This has left tens of thou-
sands of Filipinos and South Asian laborers without
pay and, in many cases, without airfare or exit per-
mits to return home.

In addition to discussing labor issues, Duterte said
his visit to the kingdom would also address ways to
broaden cooperation in trade, investments, security,
energy and anti-narcotics. Both Saudi Arabia and the
Philippines have strict laws against drug dealing and
drug smuggling. 

In Saudi Arabia, dozens of convicted drug smug-
glers are executed each year. In the Philippines,
Human Rights Watch says 7,000 have died in Duterte’s
war on drugs, many of them in extrajudicial killings.
Duterte has said he does not condone unlawful
killings, although he has threatened criminals with
death in several speeches.

In Qatar and Bahrain, expatriate workers outnum-
ber the local population. In Saudi Arabia, a third of the
population - around 9 million people - are foreigners,
many of whom take on low-wage jobs that Saudi citi-
zens shun. Saudi analyst Khaled Almaeena said the
kingdom’s labor laws are good on paper, but there are
concerns around their implementation. Almaeena has
advocated for protecting the rights of foreign workers
in Saudi Arabia, and during his time as editor of the
Saudi daily Arab News he started a weekly for Filipino
expats called “Pinoy Xtra”. “Without the contribution
of the Filipino nurses the hospitals here would fall
flat,” he said.  —  AP 

Philippine, Saudi leaders discuss labor...
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“Companies should strive to be in compliance with
local law in areas where they are operating,” said David
Segall, one of the authors of the report. “As we’ve seen
in other industries, the dam holding back reputational
damage tends to break suddenly and without warning
and irreversibly so I think it would be to construction
companies’ benefit to come ahead of the curve on this
one.” Segall and his co-author Sarah Labowitz say con-
struction firms and their Gulf-based clients can help
“end the cycle of abuse” by paying for the recruitment
costs of construction workers who are needed to build
the region’s skyscrapers, stadiums, hotels, theme parks
and sprawling malls.

The report, titled “Migrant Workers Pay: Recruitment
of the Migrant Labor Force in the Gulf Construction
Industry,” details how workers are exploited through a
complex system of agents and subagents who gross
hundreds of dollars in profit per worker. Workers are
paying several times more than the real cost of recruit-
ment, which is closer to $400 to $650, excluding the
cost of airfare. It calls on Arab governments to enforce
laws against the selling of visas and on migrant-send-
ing countries to legalize and regulate their local net-

works of unregistered recruitment agents. There are
laws in place banning Gulf-based employers from
directly charging migrant workers for their own
recruitment. Selling visas is also illegal in the six mem-
bers of the Gulf Cooperation Council: Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates,  Qatar,  Kuwait,  Oman and
Bahrain. The study found that governments in the Gulf
provide migrant worker visas to multinational and
local construction companies for free or at a nominal
cost, but Gulf-based agents turn around and sell them
at a markup to recruiters in South Asian countries who
then pass on the cost to the lowest-paid and most vul-
nerable workers.

There are around 25 million migrant workers across
the GCC, in some countries outnumbering the local
population. Often hailing from South Asia, the workers
accept low-wage jobs with few protections for a chance
to send money to relatives back home. They are allowed
to return for a visit once every few years. “At the end of
the day, most of these people are coming for a very sim-
ple reason: They’re coming for a better life,” Segall said.
The Stern Center for Business and Human Rights, which
advocates for business practices that abide by human
rights standards, receives funding from NYU’s business
school, foundations, individuals and companies — AP 

Gulf workers bearing all recruitment...
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In the aftermath of the explosions, the Dortmund team
was taken back to the team hotel. “For security reasons,
we do not want to announce the next steps in the proce-
dure,” added Watzke. With the 80,000-capacity stadium

filling up just before the scheduled kick-off time, fans
were told to stay in the ground until police signalled it
was safe for them to leave. “All our support for Marc Bartra,
BVB and all their fans,” tweeted Barcelona, Bartra’s former
club, before their Champions League quarter-final against
Juventus yesterday. An attack of this nature is unprece-
dented in German club football. — AFP  

Triple blasts hit Dortmund bus...

KUWAIT: Opposition MP Waleed Al-Tabtabaei hands a grilling request against HH the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah yesterday to National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem, who refused to
accept it. —  Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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Focus

Grain on runways, 
parking lots, fields 

amid global glut 

Iowa farmer Karl Fox is drowning in corn. Reluctant to
sell his harvest at today’s rock-bottom prices, he has
stuffed storage bins at his property full and left more

corn piled on the ground, covered with a tarp. He would
rather risk potential crop damage from the elements
than pay the exorbitant cost of storage elsewhere.
“That’s how poor people do it,” said Fox, who has been
farming for 28 years. “You do what you have to do.”

Farmers face similar problems across the globe.
World stockpiles of corn and wheat are at record highs.
From Iowa to China, years of bumper crops and low
prices have overwhelmed storage capacity for basic
foodstuffs. Global stocks of corn, wheat, rice and soy-
beans combined will hit a record 671.1 million tonnes
going into the next harvest - the third straight year of
historically high surplus, according to the US
Department of Agriculture (USDA). That’s enough to
cover demand from China for about a year.

In the United States, farmers facing a fourth straight
year of declining incomes and rising debts are hanging
on to grain in the hope of higher prices later. They may
be waiting a long time: Market fundamentals appear to
be weakening as the world’s top grain producers pon-
der what to do with so much food. The persistent glut is
a striking contrast from the panic a decade ago, when
severe droughts in Russia and the United States sent
prices soaring. The shrinking supply forced big
importers such as China to enact policies to encourage
more domestic production and increase the volume of
storage to improve food security.

China abandoned that policy last year and is now
selling off hundreds of millions of tonnes of old stocks.
Russia, too, is looking at exporting from state-held
stockpiles, with storage stuffed after a record harvest in
2016. A surge of Chinese and Russian exports would
put even more downward pressure on prices in an over-
supplied global market. That means US farmers will
likely be producing more grain for less money. The
USDA forecasts net farm income will fall 8.7 percent this
year to $62.3 billion - the lowest level since 2009.

Caterpillars, Rodents and Donkeys
In farms across Iowa, corn bulges in plastic tubes

that snake across the fields. The grain-stuffed silo bags
are taller than a man, often longer than a soccer field
and look like monstrous white caterpillars. On the other
side of the globe in Australia, demand for the storage
bags has exploded after farmers produced record crops
of wheat and barley.

They are laying across fields in Argentina, too. There,
wheat production spiked 41.6 percent this year over
the 2015/16 season, according to the most recent USDA
data. There are risks to using the bags, however, as wild
animals ranging from rodents to armadillos and even
donkeys can be tempted to break in for the grain, said
Mariano Bosch, the head of Adecoagro SA, which farms
more than 225,000 hectares of row crops in Argentina,
Brazil and Uruguay.

When the company expanded its grain plantings in
northern Argentina, he said, they started building elec-
trified fences around their silo bags to keep out cougars
and pumas. “They won’t eat the grain. They’re just curi-
ous,” said Bosch, who added that about 40 percent of
the company’s grain this year is stored in silo bags. In
neighboring Brazil, the world’s largest soybean shipper
and the second-largest exporter of corn, towering grain
silos have sprung up all across the country.

Grains on the Runway
Storing grain gives farmers more control over when

and how they sell, to avoid low harvest-time prices and
to best take advantage of spikes in futures or currency
swings. But with storage running short - and a mountain
of grain to move ahead of summer or early autumn har-
vests - that control is slipping away. Farmers with mount-
ing bills, tight cash-flow and nowhere to store crops may
have to sell them - even if it means taking a loss.

In Goodland, Kansas, where the next wheat harvest
begins in late June, farmers holding grain in silos are
facing cash wheat prices of about $3.15 a bushel and
cash corn prices of $2.90 a bushel - both well below
production costs of at least $4 a bushel. Permanent
storage in the United States can handle about 24.3 bil-
lion bushels - well short of the 25.9 billion bushels of
wheat, soybeans and feed grains the USDA said was
piled up by the end of last autumn’s harvest.

The overflow in the United States has prompted a
rush for temporary storage. The USDA has approved
permits for more than 1.2 billion bushels of temporary
and emergency grain storage - such as tarp-covered
piles and open-air mounds. — Reuters

They’re not Iraqis but they suffered under jihadist rule
just like other Mosul residents. Now they have lost
everything they spent decades working for and long

for their native Sudan. Most of them moved to Iraq in the
1980s, when the country was something of an economic
powerhouse and an attractive destination for many labor-
ers from poorer countries in the region. When the Islamic
State group took over Mosul in June 2014, the city’s
Sudanese residents stayed. And when civilians from their
neighborhood of west Mosul fled the fighting last month,
they left with them.

Now they live in administrative limbo, huddled together
on foam mattresses thrown on the gravel inside a huge
United Nations tent at the Hammam Al-Alil displacement
camp south of Mosul. “We came here to build something
but now we have lost everything,” said Yaacub Mohammed
Adel, who is originally from Khartoum and ran a tea shop in
the Mosul al-Jadida neighborhood until mid-March this
year. “We want compensation for the property we lost... We
want to go back to Sudan, but not empty-handed,” he said.

The western side of  Mosul,  including the same
neighborhood where a lot of them lived and worked,
has suffered extensive damage from air strikes and
shelling. Ahmad Abdallah moved to Iraq from the trou-
bled Sudanese region of Darfur, which has also been
torn by conflict and mass displacement in recent years.
“The country during Saddam was good,” said the 53-
year-old Abdallah, referring to former Iraqi president
Saddam Hussein. 

‘They took pity’ 
“There was work available in Baghdad, in Basra, in

Mosul... It was safe. There were about 50,000 Sudanese on
Iraqi soil at that time.” He said that the jihadists who made
Mosul the de facto Iraqi capital of their self-proclaimed
“caliphate” never specifically took aim at their small com-
munity. “In Mosul, we Sudanese were never very religious.
But Daesh (IS) never even asked us not to shave, we did not
have to pledge allegiance. Most of us are old, I guess they
kind of took pity,” the greying man explained. “They just
ignored us,” Abdallah said.

Now the group of ageing Sudanese workers fear they
will continue to be ignored and most of them are mulling a
return to Sudan. “El-Fasher (the capital of Sudan’s North
Darfur province) is a thousand times better than Mosul
now... In the end Sudan is my country,” he said with a

resigned smile. “I miss my family, it’s been a long time.”
Nobody in the group of around 15 has been back once
since they left Sudan, and under IS rule in Mosul they could
not call home because mobile phones were banned.
“When I first got out I called my family and they didn’t
know I was alive,” said Adel. “They thought I was missing.”

Compensation or return 
Ibrahim Zakariah, from another part of Darfur, lost

everything but his sense of humor in the fighting that
swept west Mosul over the past two months. “You see, I
had only this shirt when I fled and I bought those plastic
sandals here,” he said, giving a tour of his little corner of the
tent. “But I have a room with a view of the sea,” he joked,
pointing to a puddle of rainwater that formed overnight

right next to his mattress. He moved to Iraq in 1987 and
spent several years in Baghdad’s Battaween neighborhood,
which is still the capital’s main hub for daily laborers from
Egypt and Sudan. 

He is still undecided about a possible return to Sudan
and clings to hope that a promised meeting with a Red
Cross delegation could yield some compensation. “Nobody
helps us here and all we had is gone,” said Zakariah. “But I’m
an old man, maybe I’ll rebuild something in Mosul if I get a
chance. We have faced many wars in Iraq. If there’s another
one it’s OK, we are used to it.”

The 55-year-old man, a white scarf wrapped around his
head, said he lost touch with his family a long time ago. “I
think they are dead, I don’t know. If I go back, maybe I’ll
stay with my sister. If she still knows who I am.” — AFP 

Mosul’s Sudanese exiled, displaced, broke 

In a vast hangar, Brazilian technicians
work on the enormous cylindrical hulls
of two submarines, but in a country buf-

feted by economic crisis and corruption the
vessels already face stormy waters. The
hangar at a naval facility in Itaguai, south of
Rio de Janeiro, is 38 m tall, an impressive
structure where the future submarines,
lying in separate sections, are being
equipped before eventual assembly. In all,
five submarines are planned, one of them
nuclear-powered, with the first scheduled
for launching in July 2018.

The bid to transform Brazil’s small sub-
marine fleet was won by French group
DCNS in a Ä6.7 billion ($7.1 billion) contract
signed in 2009 to bring in its technological
know-how and also to build a new naval
base and shipyard at the site. The plan is to
phase out the five submarines built with
Germany between 1980 and 1990 and give
the navy a boost in its main job of
patrolling Brazil’s 8,500-km coastline.

But for all the ambition and foreign help,
Brazil ’s submarine-building voyage is
falling behind schedule. The first conven-
tional vessel was meant to have been
launched this year while the nuclear sub -
being built exclusively with Brazilian tech-
nology - is five years behind schedule.
Although the planning stage for that sub-
marine is completed, construction will not
start until 2021, with launching in 2028.
The base and new shipyard are just over 60
percent finished.

Giant tunnel 
Latin America’s biggest country is into

its third year of recession and a huge
embezzlement and bribery scandal has
turned politics upside down, while exacer-
bating the economic woes. At the heart of
that scandal is Brazilian construction giant
Odebrecht, which has been targeted by
prosecutors over its central role in fleecing
state oil company Petrobras and making
illegal payments to political campaigns.
And Odebrecht is DCNS’s partner in the
submarine project.

Currently some 1,650 workers in
Odebrecht overalls are working at the site.
Back in 2014 there were more than 6,000,
said Admiral Gilberto Max Hirschfeld, who
oversees the construction. Odebrecht’s
involvement in the submarine project has
also been caught up in the corruption
scandal, but Hirschfeld said “the investiga-
tion does not affect the shipyard”. The
problems with keeping up to schedule are
caused by “having to slow down as a result
of budget shortages,” he said. “But we’re
focusing all our efforts on the first launch
taking place in 2018.”

A big moment will be when the first sec-
tion of the first hull is transported to the
shipyard for final assembly, using a 710-m
tunnel that has been cut through the
mountainside to link the factory hangar
and new base. 

The enormous scale of the project and
expense is all worth it for Brazil, the admiral

said. “Brazil’s riches attract a lot of envy and
we don’t know what will happen in 50, 100
years,” he said.

He also downplayed the problems of
delays, pointing out long waits in DCNS’
construction of a new Barracuda line of
nuclear subs in France. “The country is

going through difficulties, but it’s entirely
manageable,” said Eric Berthelot, director
of DCNS Brazil. “It’s a strategic develop-
ment for the country. We’ve seen the econ-
omy’s evolution these last few years and
today there are signs of improvement,”
Berthelot said.  — AFP 

Brazil sub program navigates turbulent waters

The first Brazilian conventional submarines (SSK) are manufactured under the
national submarine development program (Prosub) in partnership with France at the
naval submarine shipyard (ICN) in Itaguai, some 70 km south of Rio de Janeiro, on
April 7, 2017. — AFP 

Displaced Sudanese men who fled from the northern Iraqi city of Mosul due to the ongoing fighting between govern-
ment forces and Islamic State, sit inside a tent at the Hammam Al-Alil camp south of Mosul on April 4, 2017. — AFP 
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LONDON: Sam Warburton faces six weeks out with a knee injury but his
Cardiff Blues coach Danny Wilson said he should be fit in time for the
British and Irish Lions tour of New Zealand. The 28-year-old backrow

forward-who many have predicted could captain the Lions
in New Zealand after his success four years ago in

the 2-1 Test series win over Australia-won’t play
again for Cardiff Blues before the Lions depart for

New Zealand, but he should be fit by the tour
opener on June 3. “Sam has a low grade medial
strain which will put him out for approximately
six weeks, which won’t interfere with the Lions,”
said Wilson at a press conference. “He shouldn’t

have any problem regarding the Lions. “Knowing
how diligent Sam will be, with all these things, you
see players who get back quickly if they follow

religiously the protocol and they get a bit
of luck.— AFP

SAN FRANCISCO: San Francisco catcher Buster Posey was “fine” Monday
after taking a fastball to the head in the first inning of the Giants’ 4-1 win
over the Arizona Diamondbacks. Posey, batting with a runner at third
and two outs in the bottom of the first, couldn’t avoid the pitch from
Arizona’s Taijuan Walker, which hit him near the crown of his
helmet. He immediately went down, with manager Bruce
Bochy and trainer Dave Groeschner racing to the plate.
Posey stood on his own, but Bochy pulled him from the
game so he could be monitored by team medical staff.
“He’s fine,” Bochy said after the game. “It’s a scary moment,
a dangerous moment. But that doesn’t mean there’s some-
thing there.”  Both teams were at pains to say there would
be no lingering ill feeling from the incident when they play
again tonight. Walker said the pitch that hit Posey just got away
from him. “I never want to do that,” Walker said. “I have
before. It’s scary. It’s something I never want to do. That
one just got away from me.” —AFP

PARIS: Athletics’ governing body meets in London this week to assess
Russia’s progress in stamping out doping and whether the 50km walk
has come to the end of the Olympic road. Also at today’s meeting the
IAAF wants to discuss ending the practice of African athletes switching
allegiances. The stamina-sapping walking event has been on the Games
menu since Los Angeles in 1932 but is suffering from dwindling viewer
interest and allegations of doping, especially among Russian competi-
tors, leaving the discipline vulnerable for the 2020 Tokyo Games. The
2016 Rio 50km walk winner, Russia’s Sergey Kirdyapkin, was stripped of
his gold after he was found guilty of doping. Despite the event’s endan-
gered status three-time European gold medallist Yohann Diniz spoke out
in its defence. “The audience it pulls in is very good, it works better even
than the marathon. The 50km walk throws up so many twists and turns,
improbable scenarios. “And it’s an event which truly represents the
Olympic spirit in all its splendour, not the business that the Olympics has
turned into,” the Frenchman told AFP. The 1980 Moscow Games 50km
walk champion Maurizio Damilano, president of the event’s body, hopes
a compromise can be found for 2020.— AFP

End of the road for 

50km Olympic walk?
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Giants’ Posey ‘fine’ 

after fastball to helmet

ATHLETICS

Warburton should be fit 

for Lions: Cardiff coach

KUWAIT: Audi customers in Kuwait showed
off driving skills of a different kind at the
weekend, tee in golf at the annual Audi
quattro Cup tournament.

The prestigious and hugely popular
event saw 50 teams of golfers battling it out
for much more than bragging rights against
fellow Audi owners over the demanding
fairways and greens of theS ahara Golf Club.

The Audi Kuwait customers drove,
chipped, pitched and putted their away
around the challenging 18 holes in the
hope of putting themselves in pole position
to win the Audi quattro Cup Kuwait and a
trip of a lifetime for a place in the Audi quat-
tro Cup World Final, from December 1-5,
2017, at Quivira Golf Club in Cabo San

Lucas, Mexico. After some scintilating com-
petition in an action-packed day, the battle
for top honours was an extremely tight fin-
ish. The leading three pairs all scored 44 sta-
ble ford points, with Mohammad Baba and
Khaled Saad Al-Sabah winning on a count-
back to take first place and the coveted prize
of a place in the world final in Mexico. Talal
Al-Othman and Hanadi Al-Marzouq finished
second, with Wael Al-Welayti and Fadia
Emadi collecting third place. Khaled Saad Al-
Sabah was in the prizes again on the course,
securing Nearest the Pin on Hole 11 and
Andy Palmer picked up Nearest the Pin on
Hole 4. Kyung O/C Hyun demonstrated her-
power with the Longest Drive on Hole 13.
The Audi quattro Cup Golf Tournament

Series is world’s most renowned amateur
golf tournament and celebrates its 27th
anniversary this year. During 2017,over 800
rounds of golf will be played by more than
100,000 competitors in more than 50 coun-
tries.The special series sees every winning
team from the regional tournament invited
to the national final with the chance to qual-
ify for the World Final.

The format of the Audi quattro Cup tour-
nament involves both players in a team tee-
ing off on every hole, then choosing the
best tee shot and playing alternate shots
from there until the ball is holed, with the
Stableford format used to score each team.
The team that scores the most points wins
the tournament.

Drivers swap highways for fairways in gripping Audi Quattro Cup

PARIS: World champions Sergey Shubenkov and
Maria Kuchina are among seven more Russian
athletes cleared to compete as neutrals while
the Russian team is banned for doping, the IAAF
said yesterday.  It takes the tally of Russians
granted permission by athletics’ governing body
to compete to 12 and was greeted with cautious
optimism in Russia, with high-jump star Kuchina
saying she was relishing returning to elite-level
action.  “I wish to thank the Doping Review
Board for their continued dedication and dili-
gence in assessing these applications,” said IAAF
president Sebastian Coe, clearing the seven to
take part in international competition, including
the world championships in London in August.

The other Russians deemed to be drug-free
were: I l l ia Mudrov (pole vault);  Sergey
Shirobokov (race walks); Daniil Tsyplakov (high
jump); Olga Mullina (pole vault); and Yana
Smerdova (race walks).

The Doping Review Board of the IAAF
(International Association of Athletics
Federations) “unanimously accepted” their appli-
cations, the IAAF said in a statement, as it
attempts to clean up the sport.

Russia’s athletics team was barred wholesale
from the Rio Olympics last summer because of
widespread doping that the World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA) says was state-sponsored.

Moscow has repeatedly denied allegations it
was involved, but WADA has said the cheating
extended to multiple Olympic sports from the
Summer and Winter Games over several years.
The reigning 2015 world champion Kuchina told
R-Sport agency: “Of course the main event is the
world championships and I need to prepare for
it.  “I have enough power and emotions and will
just start working. I’m happy to compete togeth-
er with the world’s strongest high jumpers.
Happy there finally will be a tough competition.”

In February the IAAF extended the ban on
Russia’s track and field team to the prestigious
world championships this summer-Russia has
been barred from international competition
since November 2015.  Reigning 110m hurdles
world champion Shubenkov was damning then
of the IAAF’s prolonged ban on the Russian
team. The drug-tainted RusAF, the Russian
Athletics Federation, said dozens more of its ath-
letes were hoping to make it to the London
showpiece.  “It’s a good sign that the IAAF has
issued a decision that we have all been waiting a
long time for,” Maria Trushchenkova, a RusAF top
official, told AFP yesterday.

“But around 70 Russian athletes are still wait-
ing for IAAF permission to compete as neutrals-

and we receive new bids almost every day.”

‘REBUILDING CONFIDENCE’ 
Three other Russian athletes were given the

green light to compete as neutrals by the IAAF
earlier this year and two last year.  They too all met
the IAAF’s “exceptional eligibility criteria”, but the
IAAF cautioned that they still needed to be
accepted by the individual competitions. Coe,
who previously said that the Russian team could

not be reintegrated into the sport before
November, added: “There can be no time con-
straints on a process which has been established
to safeguard the rights and aspirations of the
world’s clean athletes and is about rebuilding con-
fidence in competition.  “For the avoidance of any
doubt-as we have consistently stated from the
beginning of this process-all athletes given excep-
tional eligibility will compete as independent neu-
tral athletes and not as a Russian team.” —AFP

TOKYO: Japan yesterday expressed nation-
al thanks to former world champion figure
skater Mao Asada, a day after she shocked
the nation by announcing her retirement
from competition.  The 26-year-old Asada,
who won three world titles in 2008, 2010
and 2014, said on her official blog late
Monday that she was hanging up her
skates, sparking TV stations to flash the
news on screen.  By Yesterday morning,
public broadcaster NHK was reporting the
retirement as its top news item, squeezing
out rising geopolitical tensions on the
neighbouring Korean peninsula.

All major newspapers and sports
tabloids reported the announcement on
their front pages, while the sports dailies
ran inside headlines expressing emotions
such as  “Thank you, Mao” and “Thank you,
beloved Mao”.  The central government
weighed in with top spokesman Yoshihide
Suga reacting at a regular morning brief-
ing. “She performed brilliantly,” said Suga,
the chief cabinet secretary and right-hand
man to Prime Minister Shinzo Abe “She is a
rare athlete that many fans have loved for a
long time.” Asada, a silver medallist at the
2010 Vancouver Olympics behind South
Korea’s Kim Yuna, never made it on to the
highest step of the Games podium but that
did not seem to matter to her admirers.

“She could not win a gold at an

Olympics, but she herself has shined like a
gold medal,” said Tamayo Marukawa, the
state minister in charge of the 2020 Tokyo
Olympics. Asada’s retirement also spurred
reactions from other athletes as well as TV
personalities.

“Asada is brilliant and attractive as an
athlete and great as a person,” footballer
Yuto Nagatomo of Inter Milan and Japan
said on Twitter.  “Personally, she was one of
my favourite athletes.” Nobunari Oda, a fig-
ure skater who competed in 2010 at
Vancouver with Asada, tearfully said on a
live television programme: “I will miss her.”
The rivalry between Asada and Kim was on
the minds of many.  TV personality Chihara
Jr said: “Kim Yuna is the top, Mao Asada is
the best.” Asada took a one-year break after
the last of her three world championship
victories complaining of exhaustion. But
after returning to the ice for the 2015-16
season, her results began to nosedive, cul-
minating in a humiliating 12th-place finish
at the Japan nationals in December.

Many in Japan feel a close kinship to
Asada, having watched her skate since her
teens, including her breathtaking win at
the global Grand Prix final at the age of 15.

But what arguably sealed national affec-
tion was how she reacted after her per-
formance in the short programme flopped
at the Sochi Olympics in 2014.—AFP

Two world champions among 

Russians cleared for worlds

Maria Kuchina 

FIGURE SKATING

ALPINE SKIING

Japan thanks retiring Asada

Worley relishes need 

for speed in gold rush
PARIS: Tessa Worley fought back from heart-
breaking injury to win a world giant slalom
title and now the Frenchwoman wants to
attack alpine skiing’s speed events.

The 27-year-old, who has an Australian
father and French mother, made a spectacu-
lar return from rupturing the cruciate anterior
ligament in her right knee in a fall just three
weeks before the 2014 Sochi Winter
Olympics.

Worley won her first World Cup race in
nearly three years in Killington, Vermont in
November and went on to win the world title
in St Moritz as well as the World Cup giant
slalom title for the season.

“I don’t feel it was revenge. I think I really
came to accept that I was injured that year
and it just was not my year,” Worley told AFP

in an interview. “This injury also brought me
some things and let me get to where I am this
year. I made it despite the difficult moments
and doubts. I succeeded and learned a lot
from all that.”

Worley said her World Cup triumphs
showed that she can compete on every kind
of piste. But having conquered the supreme
technical skills of the giant slalom, Worley
feels she has to prove herself as a speed skier
as well. “I have made a lot of progress in
Super-G. But there is still a new level to reach
to get to the top step of the podium,” Worley
said. “It’s really very close and it will be a good
direction to work on. It is clearly a different
discipline but it is becoming very important,”
said Worley, who has twice taken fifth place in
Super-G World Cup races.—AFP

p15_Layout 1  4/11/17  9:27 PM  Page 1



S P O RT S
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12, 2017

SYDNEY: RugbyWA has launched legal
action against the Australian Rugby
Union in a bid to keep threatened Super
franchise Western Force afloat as the axe
hovers over the club and a backlash
builds. A writ against the governing
body was lodged on Monday evening,
Western Australia’s rugby body said, noti-
fying the ARU of the intention to apply
for an injunction against any plan to
revoke the Perth-based team’s licence.

It followed meetings between the
two sides in the wake of the ARU
announcing that either the Force or
Melbourne Rebels would be culled from
the revamped 2018 southern hemi-

sphere tournament. RugbyWA called
talks with the ARU “unsatisfactory”, say-
ing they highlighted “that the terms of
the assessment and process being used
to evaluate ourselves and the Rebels
were inconsistent and inequitable”.

It added that “we felt in order to pro-
tect our position it was necessary to
issue legal proceedings to protect our
rights under the Alliance Agreement”.

Under the agreement struck last year,
Force players and professional staff
became employees of the ARU after the
governing body helped bail out the club,
which was suffering financial problems.

According to the West Australian

newspaper, the Force have a clause in
the agreement that commits both par-
ties to a current broadcast deal that ends
in 2020.

The Australian newspaper cited
Rebels owner Andrew Cox as saying his
team may also go down the legal route.
The growing backlash follows Super
Rugby’s governing body SANZAAR
announcing on Sunday that two South
African teams and one from Australia
would be axed, streamlining the 18-team
competition to a three-conference 15-
team format.

SANZAAR has left it to the national
rugby unions involved to announce the

teams to cut. The ARU on Monday said it
would be either the Force or Rebels,
meaning the ACT Brumbies, NSW
Waratahs and Queensland Reds were
safe, with Japan’s maligned Sunwolves
joining the Australian conference.

ARU chairman Cameron Clyne previ-
ously said a decision would be made
within days following an analysis of
financial sustainability, performance and
commercial factors.

But the deadline has now been
pushed back. “We maintain our commit-
ment to reaching resolution on this mat-
ter as soon as possible, however the
timeline that we initially anticipated of

48-72 hours will not apply,” Clyne said
yesterday. 

The fallout has seen calls mount for
ARU chief executive Bill Pulver to step
down, with former Wallabies coach Alan
Jones saying the entire board should
quit over their handling of the issue.

“I can’t comprehend how an
Australian rugby administration would
not stand up to SANZAAR and protect
the interests of Australian rugby, not
Japanese rugby,” he told New Zealand’s
Radio Sport.

“To wipe out an Australian team and
admit a Japanese team into the confer-
ence is mind boggling.” —AFP

Backlash as legal action taken over Force axe threat

CYCLING

BASEBALL

RUGBY

CHICAGO: Kris Bryant #17 of the Chicago Cubs flies out during the fourth inning of a game against the Los Angeles Dodgers at Wrigley Field on
Monday in Chicago, Illinois. — AFP

CHICAGO: Anthony Rizzo hit a game-winning sin-
gle off closer Kenley Jansen in the ninth inning as
the Chicago Cubs beat the Los Angeles Dodgers 3-
2 on Monday night after raising a World Series
championship banner for the first time at Wrigley
Field. Pinch-hitter Jon Jay started the decisive rally
with a leadoff single against Sergio Romo (0-1).
With two outs and Jay on third, Rizzo sliced a 1-1
pitch from Jansen into left field for his first RBI this
season. Wade Davis (1-0) pitched a scoreless inning
for his first win with the Cubs, who blew a 2-0 lead
before a dramatic victory in their rain-delayed
home opener.

GIANTS 4, DIAMONDBACKS 1
Buster Posey was doing well after being struck

in the helmet by a 94 mph fastball in the first
inning, a frightening moment during San
Francisco’s victory over the Arizona Diamondbacks
in its home opener. Posey will be re-evaluated yes-
terday but was doing fine, according to manager
Bruce Bochy. The star catcher is likely to sit out in
late night game. Taijuan Walker’s 0-1 fastball with
two outs in the first inning sent Posey immediately
to ground. Athletic trainer Dave Groeschner sprint-
ed toward the plate and Bochy was right behind.
Posey got up on his own but exited the game.
Bochy said if Posey weren’t a catcher, he might
have been OK to stay in the game, but the Giants
weren’t taking any chances with the 2012 NL MVP
and 2010 NL Rookie of the Year.

TIGERS 2, RED SOX 1
Justin Verlander and Chris Sale dominated in a

matchup of ace pitchers before Nicholas
Castellanos singled in the go-ahead run off Sale in
the eighth inning, lifting Detroit over Boston.
Verlander gave up an unearned run, three hits and
two walks while striking out four over seven
innings. Justin Wilson (1-0) struck out one and
walked one in the eighth and Francisco Rodriguez
struck out two and allowed a hit in the ninth, earn-
ing his second save in three chances. Sale (0-1)
struck out 10 and gave up two runs and five hits
over 7 2/3 innings. Ian Kinsler homered off Sale in
the sixth. The Red Sox scored their only run in the
second inning after Castellanos’ fielding error
loaded the bases with no outs.

YANKEES 8, RAYS 1
Michael Pineda retired his first 20 batters before

Evan Longoria lined a double down the left-field
line in New York’s home opener. Pineda (1-1) domi-
nated like the pitcher the Yankees have always
hoped he would become. He struck out 11, walked
none and threw 67 of 93 pitches for strikes. Tampa
Bay’s Logan Morrison  homered with one out in the
eighth, a ball that hit off the top of the wall in right-
center and deflected off a fan before bouncing
back onto the field. A video review was needed to
determine it was a home run. Alex Cobb (1-1)
allowed five runs in 7 1/3 innings.

MARINERS 6, ASTROS 0
James Paxton shut down Houston for the second

time in a week, pitching seven innings of four-hit
ball and leading Seattle to a win in its home opener.
The Mariners rebounded nicely from Sunday’s ugly
ninth-inning meltdown against the Angels when
they gave up seven runs and lost 10-9. Paxton (1-0)
was a big reason why, keeping Houston’s offense

silent long enough for Seattle’s bats to wake up and
finally convert with runners in scoring position.
Paxton struck out eight and walked two while pitch-
ing in Seattle’s home opener for the second time in
his career. Charlie Morton (0-1) allowed three runs
and seven hits and struck out six.

ATHLETICS 2, ROYALS 0
Khris Davis hit a two-run homer while Jharel

Cotton shut down Kansas City’s anemic offense
and Oakland held on to spoil the Royals’ home
opener. Cotton (1-1) gave up a single in the first
and another in the sixth, but otherwise befuddled
a Royals lineup that hasn’t shown much punch. He
walked three and struck out six over seven innings.
Sean Doolittle ran into trouble in the ninth, putting
runners on the corners with two outs. He bounced
back to strike out Brandon Moss for his first save,
helping the A’s beat the Royals for the seventh con-
secutive time. Davis provided all the offense
Oakland needed when he followed a leadoff single
by Ryon Healy with his fourth homer of the year.
The shot to right on a 3-0 pitch from Ian Kennedy
(0-2) barely scraped the wall. 

PADRES 5, ROCKIES 3
Wil Myers hit a leadoff triple in the eighth

inning to complete the first cycle of his career and
send San Diego past Colorado. Myers singled in the
first, doubled in the third and homered in the sixth
to help the Padres win for the third time in four
games. Matt Kemp had the only other cycle in San
Diego history on Aug 14, 2015, also at Coors Field.
Hunter Renfroe homered for the Padres, a two-run
shot off Tyler Chatwood (0-2). Miguel Diaz (1-0) and
five other pitchers combined to keep Colorado in
check. DJ LeMahieu and Mark Reynolds homered
for the Rockies.

NATIONALS 14, CARDINALS 6
Bryce Harper tied a career high with four hits

and reached base in all six plate appearances as
Washington routed St. Louis. Harper drove in three
runs during his first four-hit game since April 17,
2013. Stephen Drew, Adam Eaton and Ryan
Zimmerman each had three of Washington’s 19 hits

as the Nationals overcame four errors. They broke
open the game in a seven-run eighth inning.
Tanner Roark (2-0) allowed five runs - three earned
- over five innings. Cardinals starter Adam
Wainwright (0-2) gave up six runs and 11 hits in
four-plus innings. 

METS 4, PHILLIES 3
Jay Bruce homered twice, including the

tiebreaking shot in a testy eighth inning to lead
New York over Philadelphia. Recently bumped up
to the cleanup spot, Bruce put the Mets in front 4-2
with a towering, two-run drive off his own digital
image on the videoboard in right field. He connect-
ed on a 1-2 pitch from left hander Joely Rodriguez,
giving Bruce four homers this season and three in
the past two days after many expected New York to
trade him last winter. Tempers flared two batters
earlier when Phillies reliever Edubray Ramos (0-1)
threw a first-pitch fastball over Asdrubal Cabrera’s
head - perhaps seeking revenge for Cabrera’s two-
handed bat flip after hitting a game-winning
homer against Ramos last Sept. 22 as the Mets
were chasing a playoff berth. Addison Reed
allowed Brock Stassi’s solo homer in the ninth but
recovered to earn his second save. Stassi’s drive
was his first major league hit. Jerry Blevins (1-0) got
two outs for the Mets, aided by a fine defensive
play from catcher Travis d’Arnaud and Cabrera at
shortstop.

REDS 7, PIRATES 1
Eugenio Suarez and Scooter Gennett homered

as Cincinnati took advantage of wild Pittsburgh
starter Tyler Glasnow. Making his season debut,
Glasnow (0-1) failed to make it out of the second
inning. The right-hander walked five - including
four straight in the first - and left after throwing
just 35 of his 64 pitches for strikes. Billy Hamilton
had two of the Reds’ eight hits and added a pair of
stolen bases. Michael Lorenzen (1-0) worked three
shutout innings in relief of erratic starter Brandon
Finnegan. Cincinnati’s bullpen retired 21 straight to
end the game. The Pirates managed only four hits
and stranded eight, going 0 for 9 with runners in
scoring position. — AP

Rizzo and Cubs raise banner, 

beat Dodgers in home opener

HONG KONG: Britain will try to move on
from damaging allegations of sexism and
bullying as they challenge with a new-look
squad at this week’s Track Cycling World
Championships in Hong Kong.  The Brits’
rise to cycling prominence has become
mired in controversy over the past year
since axed rider Jess Varnish lashed out at
the team’s internal culture.

The fall-out led to the departure of tech-
nical director Shane Sutton and prompted
an independent review, a leaked draft of
which slammed a “culture of fear and bully-
ing” within British Cycling.

However, some leading figures have
began to push back, with record-breaking
Olympian Chris Hoy saying he felt the row
had been “sensationalised” by media.  Even
Katy Marchant, who like Varnish was highly
critical of British Cycling when they failed
to qualify for the Olympic team sprint at
last year’s world championships, told the
Daily Telegraph: “I had never had a problem
with the culture. 

“Obviously at the world champs last
year there was a lot of disappointment, and
there were some heated moments. Things
got expressed maybe not the way that they
should,” she said.

Olympic gold and silver medallist
Callum Skinner said the British team now
hoped to “draw a line” under the controver-
sy. “I think the important thing is that going
forward... it feels now like we’re in a happy
place and the sport is moving forward for
the better,” he said, according to the
Telegraph.

“I don’t think there’s a need for a contin-
ual cycle of the view after the view after the
view. I think it’s just good to draw a line
under it, make the changes that are neces-
sary and move forward,” added Skinner.

NEW FACES 
Despite the absence of power couple

Jason and Laura Kenny, who are awaiting
their first child, and the retirements of
Bradley Wiggins and Joanna Rowsell Shand
post-Olympics, Britain have still brought
four Rio champions to Hong Kong.  Katie
Archibald, Elinor Barker, Steven Burke and
Callum Skinner all summited the podium in
team events last year in Brazil,  while
Marchant won bronze in the individual
sprint. Australia, now without retired great
Anna Meares and hoping to make amends
for a disappointing Olympics, have brought
eight debutants alongside a clutch of world
title-winners.

Six-time world champion Cameron
Meyer headlines the team, which is now
under new performance director Simon
Jones, while Rebecca Wiasak is aiming for
her third straight individual pursuit title.

“We’re not here to be the second best.
We’re starting to get the right people
around us and no doubt (Jones) will make a
number of changes within our squad in the
high-performance programme and that
will be for the better,” Wiasak told AFP.

She added: “A number of our riders are
in incredible form, so we’d hope to come
away at least with a couple of gold medals.”
In what is only the second track world cham-
pionships held in Asia, the women’s madi-
son will be contested for the first time and
the omnium has been slashed from six
events to four. With teams now preparing for
Tokyo 2020, Germany’s Kristina Vogel is the
sole individual sprint Olympic champion at
the event, which runs from today to Sunday.
Home hopes are carried by Hong Kong’s
Sarah Lee, the 2012 Olympics keirin bronze
medallist and the time trial runner-up at last
year’s world championships. —AFP

Britain try to forget 

scandal at track worlds

KUWAIT: Abdulmohsen Abdulaziz Al
Babtain Co. (AABC), the authorized agent of
Nissan and the official sponsor of Ultimate
Soccer Academy in Kuwait, is proud to
announce that Ultimate Soccer Academy is
gearing up for the ‘Mare Nostrum Cup’
Tournament, which will be taking place in
the city of Barcelona during the 13th until
the 17th of April 2017. 

After Ultimate Soccer Academy partici-
pated in the 2016 tournament, this year
marks the Academy’s fourth consecutive
year to participate at the organized ‘Mare
Nostrum Cup’. A total of 220 academies will
participate in the tournament this year,
with teams from all around the world like,
Sweden, Switzerland, Estonia, Belgium, and
England, Ireland, Scotland, Japan, the
United States and more. This year, Ultimate
Soccer Academy will join with two teams,
2007/2008 & 2005/2006.

The Ultimate Soccer Academy, is known
for its top-quality coaching, and one of the

most reputable sports academies in Kuwait
that provides football training for kids
between 5-18 years of age. 

This is Nissan Al Babtain’s second con-
secutive year providing support and assis-
tance to various activities and events that
the academy organizes around the year,
including field trips in Kuwait and abroad,
as well as world-class soccer training pro-
grams under the supervision of highly
reputed coaches.  

Nissan Al Babtain is proud to support
aspiring soccer-players by giving them the
opportunity to grow their strengths, par-
take in competitive matches and instill a
passion for sports and healthy living in a
fun and engaging environment that
exhibits team spirit. 

Nissan Al Babtain’s latest sponsorships
are part of the brands Corporate Social
Responsibility strategy that emphasizes the
importance of promoting sportsmanship
among the younger generations. 

Ultimate Soccer Academy supported

by Nissan Al Babtain gears up for

Mare Nostrum Cup tournament

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB
Baltimore 4 1 .800 -
Tampa Bay 5 3 .625 0.5
Boston 3 3 .500 1.5
NY Yankees 3 4 .429 2
Toronto 1 5 .167 3.5

Central Division
Minnesota 5 1 .833 -
Detroit 4 2 .667 1
Cleveland 3 3 .500 2
Chicago White Sox 2 3 .400 2.5
Kansas City 2 5 .286 3.5

Western Division
LA Angels 5 2 .714 -
Houston 4 4 .500 1.5
Oakland 4 4 .500 1.5
Texas 2 4 .333 2.5
Seattle 2 6 .250 3.5

National League
Eastern Division

NY Mets 4 3 .571 -
Washington 4 3 .571 -
Miami 3 3 .500 0.5
Philadelphia 3 4 .429 1
Atlanta 1 5 .167 2.5

Central Division
Chicago Cubs 5 2 .714 -
Cincinnati 5 2 .714 -
Pittsburgh 3 3 .500 1.5
Milwaukee 2 5 .286 3
St. Louis 2 5 .286 3

Western Division
Arizona 6 2 .750 -
Colorado 5 3 .625 1
LA Dodgers 4 4 .500 2
San Diego 4 4 .500 2
San Francisco 3 5 .375 3

Baseball results/standings

San Diego 5, Colorado 3; Chicago Cubs 3, LA Dodgers 2; Cincinnati 7, Pittsburgh 1; NY Mets 4, Philadelphia 3;
Washington 14 St. Louis 6; Seattle 6, Houston 0; San Francisco 4, Arizona 1; Oakland 2, Kansas City 0; Detroit 2,
Boston 1; NY Yankees 8, Tampa Bay 1.
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BOSTON: Brooklyn Nets guard Jeremy Lin, center, threads between Boston Celtics guards Avery Bradley, left, and Isaiah Thomas, right, on a drive to
the basket during the first quarter of an NBA basketball game in Boston, Monday. — AP

BOSTON: The Boston Celtics clinched the
Atlantic Division title and moved atop the
Eastern Conference standings with a 114-105
victory over the Brooklyn Nets. The victory,
which completed a four-game sweep of the sea-
son series with the Nets, moved the Celtics a
game ahead of the Cleveland Cavaliers in the
East. Isaiah Thomas scored 27 points, Al Horford
had 19 and the pair combined for the final 15
Boston points in the last 4:41. Despite Brooklyn’s
loss, Brook Lopez scored 25 points and became
the leading scorer in franchise history, passing
Buck Williams. Jeremy Lin scored 26 points and
grabbed a career-high 12 rebounds for the Nets.

HEAT 124, CAVALIERS 121 (OT)
Miami kept its slim playoff hopes alive,

defeating Cleveland in overtime. The Cavaliers
rested LeBron James and Kyrie Irving. The Heat
(40-41) will need to win their regular-season
finale on Wednesday against the Washington
Wizards to have any hope of making the play-
offs. Even with a victory, Miami would need a
loss by Indiana or Chicago. Tyler Johnson had 24
points and Hassan Whiteside added 23 points
and 18 rebounds to help Miami snap a three-
game home losing streak. 

BULLS 122, MAGIC 75
Robin Lopez scored 18 points, and Jimmy

Butler and Jerian Grant each had 17 to lead
Chicago’s rout of Orlando, moving the Bulls clos-
er to clinching a playoff berth. Nikola Mirotic
added 16 points and Dwayne Wade kicked in 13
to a balanced Bulls attack that included points
from the five starters and all eight players off the
bench. Evan Fournier and Nikola Vucevic led the
Magic with 14 points each.

BUCKS 89, HORNETS 79
Giannis Antetokounmpo posted his third

triple-double of the season, and Jason Terry
scored 15 points off the bench as Milwaukee
beat Charlotte to clinch a winning season.
Antetokounmpo had 10 points, 11 rebounds
and 10 assists in 36 minutes while Terry hit 5-of-
7 three-pointers. Milwaukee also got 16 each
from Tony Snell and Greg Monroe and 15 from
Khris Middleton. Michael Kidd-Gilchrist led the
Hornets with 13 points.

PACERS 120, 76ERS 111
Paul George scored 27 points and Thaddeus

Young added 20 as Indiana held off Philadelphia
to draw nearer to a playoff berth. Myles Turner
contributed 18 points and 13 rebounds, and
Kevin Seraphin chipped in 17 points for the
Pacers (41-40).  Indiana, which is seventh in the
Eastern Conference, would seal a playoff berth
with a home win over Atlanta today. Rookie
Timothe Luwawu-Cabarrot had a career-high 24
points for the 76ers.

WIZARDS 105, PISTONS 101
Bradley Beal poured in 33 points and

Washington spoiled Detroit’s final game at The
Palace of Auburn Hills. Markieff Morris supplied
20 points and eight rebounds, and Tomas
Satoransky added 11 points for the Wizards. With
Washington locked into the No. 4 seed in the
Eastern Conference, coach Scott Brooks sat John
Wall and Otto Porter Jr. Tobias Harris’ 22 points
led the Pistons, who are moving to the new
downtown Little Caesars Arena next season.

JAZZ 105, WARRIORS 99
With Golden State stars Stephen Curry and

Kevin Durant watching from the bench as the
fourth quarter unfolded, Utah ended the
Warriors’ 14-game winning streak. George Hill
paced the Jazz with 20 points, going 5-for-7 from
three-point range, after being upgraded from
questionable with a right groin strain.  The Jazz
remain tied with the Los Angeles Clippers for the
fourth seed for the Western Conference playoffs.

TRAIL BLAZERS 99, SPURS 98
Noah Vonleh converted a layup as time

expired to give Portland its third consecutive
win and ninth in the past 11 outings. Shabazz
Napier scored a career-high 32 points for the

Trail Blazers, and Kawhi Leonard scored 18
points for the Spurs,  who lost their  third
game in a row.

CLIPPERS 125, ROCKETS 96
Chris Paul scored 19 points and registered

nine assists, and Blake Griffin added 18 points as

Los Angeles won its sixth game in a row. Jamal
Crawford added 19 points off the bench and
DeAndre Jordan added 14 points and 11
rebounds. Should the Clippers win the final
game of the season at home against the
Sacramento Kings today, they will host the Utah
Jazz in the first round of the playoffs. —Reuters

Celtics clinch title, 

Miami beat Cleveland

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB
Boston 52 29 .642 -
Toronto 50 31 .617 2
NY Knicks 30 51 .370 22
Philadelphia 28 53 .346 24
Brooklyn 20 61 .247 32

Central Division
Cleveland 51 30 .630 -
Milwaukee 42 39 .519 9
Indiana 41 40 .506 10
Chicago 40 41 .494 11
Detroit 37 44 .457 14

Southeast Division
Washington 49 32 .605 -
Atlanta 42 38 .525 6.5
Miami 40 41 .494 9
Charlotte 36 45 .444 13
Orlando 28 53 .346 21

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Utah 50 31 .617 -
Oklahoma City 46 34 .575 3.5
Portland 41 40 .506 9
Denver 38 42 .475 11.5
Minnesota 31 49 .388 18.5

Pacific Division
Golden State 66 15 .815 -
LA Clippers 50 31 .617 16
Sacramento 31 49 .388 34.5
LA Lakers 25 55 .313 40.5
Phoenix 24 57 .296 42

Southwest Division
San Antonio 61 20 .753 -
Houston 54 27 .667 7
Memphis 43 38 .531 18
New Orleans 33 47 .413 27.5
Dallas 32 48 .400 28.5

NBA Results/Standings
Chicago 122, Orlando 75; Milwaukee 89, Charlotte 79; Washington 105, Detroit 101; Boston 114, Brooklyn 105;
Miami 124, Cleveland 121 (OT); Indiana 120, Philadelphia 111.

KUWAIT: Burgan Bank was among the first
to give Kuwait’s world champion in wheel-
chair fencing titleholder, Tariq Al Qallaf, a
hero’s welcome at Kuwait national airport.
The champion was returning from the
World Fencing Championship for the dis-
abled “US Epee Championship 2017” which
was held in the state of Pennsylvania, US in
which Al Qallaf won gold.

Burgan Bank, who serves as a prominent
supporter of the Kuwaiti champion per-
formances in local and international fenc-
ing competitions, has been endorsing the
Kuwaiti world champion for the last three
years.  Al Qallaf constitutes a fine example
that hard work and determination lead to
high-level international accomplishments
and recognition. The bank takes pride in
sponsoring such local sporting talents
whose perseverance and accomplishments
make them an inspiration and sets an

example to society overall, and to athletes
as well.  Burgan Bank aims to provide
opportunities for growth and recognizes
and invests in talents as part of its continu-
ous efforts to contribute to human devel-
opment.  Al Qallaf ’s victories are not just
his; they reflect on Kuwait as a country and
are definitely a reason for national pride. 

Burgan Bank’s latest sponsorship falls
under its recently launched full-fledged
community program entitled ‘ENGAGE’ -
Together to be the change. This program
sheds light on important aspects affecting
every segment of the society by promoting
social welfare through educational, cultur-
al, social and health initiatives.  Burgan
Bank’s approach to ‘ENGAGE’ begins with a
vital principle that as a Kuwaiti financial
institution, its conduct and policies should
be aligned with the needs and interests of
the Kuwaiti society.

Burgan Bank welcomes home

world champ Tariq Al Qallaf 

EDMONTON: Jordan Eberle shrugs off the
notion that he and the rest of the
Edmonton Oilers might be a little wide-
eyed when the puck drops in their playoff
series against the San Jose Sharks.

The Sharks are the defending Western
Conference champions, with savvy veter-
ans who have been to the postseason plen-
ty of times. Eberle isn’t worried about it.

“We have enough experience in this
locker room to handle the playoffs,” he said.
Eberle is especially looking forward to the
tournament. He’s in his seventh NHL sea-
son, all with Edmonton, and has yet to play
for the big prize.

“This is usually the last day (of the sea-
son) for me,” Eberle said. “It’s what you play
hockey for, to get into the postseason and I
have a chance to do that finally.”

The stats favor the Oilers when the
series begins today in Edmonton. The
Oilers finished second in the Pacific
Division with 103 points. The Sharks
appeared to have the division locked up in
mid-March, only to lose nine of their last 13
to tumble to third with 99 points. The Oilers
beat the Sharks three out of five games,
including twice in the past two weeks.

Still, the Oilers have not been in the
postseason since 2006 when they made a
surprising run that ended with a loss in the
Stanley Cup Final to the Carolina
Hurricanes. Along the way, they beat the
Sharks in six games, the only time the
teams have met in the playoffs.

Key forwards such as Connor McDavid,
Leon Draisaitl, Jordan Eberle, Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins and defensemen Oscar Klefbom
and Darnell Nurse will play their first NHL
playoff game on Wednesday.

Other players such as Benoit Pouliot,
Patrick Maroon, David Desharnais, and
Mark Letestu have some experience in the
postseason. And then there’s Milan Lucic, a
veteran of 101 playoff games and a Stanley
Cup in Boston. Lucic said when a veteran
team such as the Sharks gets close to the
Stanley Cup, it’s addictive.

“I know what they’re feeling,” Lucic said.
“I’ve been a part of teams that have gone
to the final and the next year once you get
to that 50-, 60-, 70-game mark you can’t
wait for the playoffs to start again.

“You know they’re confident. You know
they passed up on an opportunity (to win it
all) last year and they’re going to try to do
whatever they can to not pass up on it this
year.” Oilers coach Todd McLellan and assis-
tants Jay Woodcroft and Jim Johnson all
parted ways with the Sharks two years ago
and are back in the playoffs facing their for-
mer team.

“Our coaches probably know that team
better than anybody in the league, so it will
help,” Eberle said. “But we’ve played them
enough during the season that we know
how they play. We know their key guys and
what they want to do. It’s just a matter of
outworking and outplaying them.”

Centers Joe Thornton and Logan
Couture are day to day with injuries for the
Sharks. Couture has been skating after
being hit in the face by a redirected slap
shot March 25. Thornton injured his left
knee in a collision a week ago against the
Vancouver Canucks.

Couture is a critical piece as he would be
tasked with shadowing and shutting down
McDavid, the NHL’s fleet-footed scoring
champion. — AP

Oilers ready for 

Sharks challenge 

Kings fire Cup-winning coach

Darryl Sutter, GM Dean Lombardi

LOS ANGELES: The Los Angeles Kings on
Monday fired coach Darryl Sutter and gen-
eral manager Dean Lombardi, who led the
franchise to its only two Stanley Cup
championships.

The Kings also promoted defenseman
Rob Blake to vice president and general
manager, while longtime executive Luc
Robitaille has been promoted to team
president in charge of all hockey and busi-
ness operations. Los Angeles won the
Stanley Cup in 2012 and 2014, but hasn’t
won a playoff round since.

“This was an extremely difficult decision
and was made with an enormous amount
of consideration for what we have accom-
plished in our past,” said Dan Beckerman,
the president of AEG, the sports conglom-
erate that owns the Kings. “But the present
and future of our organization is the high-
est priority.”

The Kings (39-35-8) missed the playoffs
this spring for the second time in three
years with their worst record since 2009.
They finished 10th in the 14-team Western
Conference, fading down the stretch with
a team that struggled to keep up with
faster, younger opponents.

The moves bring an emphatic end to
the best era in the mostly ordinary fran-
chise history of the Kings, a Second Six
expansion franchise.

Since shortly after his playing career
ended, Blake has been an assistant to

Lombardi, who has run the Kings since
April 2006. Lombardi built a Cup-winning
franchise and then undermined it by hand-
ing out lucrative contracts to underachiev-
ing veterans, and most of his recent moves
didn’t pan out.

Robitaille has been in charge of the
Kings’ business operations for the past sev-
eral years. Both Blake and Robitaille are
Hall  of Fame players.  “ Words cannot
express our gratitude and appreciation for
what Dean and Darryl have accomplished
for the Kings franchise,” Beckerman said.
“They built this team and helped lead us
to two Stanley Cup Championships and
will forever be remembered as all-time
greats in Kings history.  But with that level
of accomplishment comes high expecta-
tions, and we have not met those expecta-
tions for the last three seasons. With the
core players we have in place, we should
be contending each year for the Stanley
Cup. Our failure to meet these goals has
led us to this change.” Sutter went 225-
147-53 after taking over the Kings in
December 2011 to reteam with Lombardi,
his friend and former boss in San Jose.
Sutter immediately injected discipline and
passion into an underachieving group,
and the Kings shocked the hockey world
by rampaging through the postseason as
the eighth seed in the West, going 16-4
and winning the first Stanley Cup in their
45-year history.—AP

MIAMI: Miami Heat guard Tyler Johnson goes up for a shot against Cleveland Cavaliers guard
Kay Felder (20) and forward Kevin Love (0) during the second half of an NBA basketball game,
Monday, in Miami. Johnson scored 24 points as the Heat defeated the Cavaliers 124-121 in
overtime. — AP
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KARACHI: Pakistan cricket charged for-
mer Test batsman Nasir Jamshed yester-
day with obstructing and failing to coop-
erate in an investigation into a spot-fix-
ing case which rocked their Twenty20
league.  Jamshed, 27, is the fifth player
charged in the scandal which saw a one-
year ban-six months suspended-and a
fine meted out to fast bowler
Mohammad Irfan last month.

Three other players-Sharjeel Khan,
Khalid Latif and Shahzaib Hasan-will
fight the allegations before a three-
member tribunal headed by a retired
judge. Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) said
Jamshed, who was arrested in Britain in
February and bailed until this month in
the same case, was charged on two
counts. “Jamshed has been charged for
violation of articles 2.4.6 (not cooperat-

ing with investigation) and 2.4.7
(obstructing and delaying investigation)
of the PCB Anti-Corruption Code,” said a
PCB statement.  The Pakistan Super
League (PSL) in February-March was
hailed as a step towards restoring inter-
national cricket in Pakistan.  But on
February 10 Sharjeel and Khalid were
suspended for allegedly meeting a man
linked to an international betting syndi-

cate. Sharjeel was charged with accept-
ing a fixing offer and not reporting it to
the PCB’s anti-corruption unit while
Khalid’s alleged violation was to lure oth-
er players into fixing. Hasan was also
charged with getting players into fixing.

Jamshed was allegedly a link between
the bookies and players. He denies the
charges. Jamshed was seen as a talented
opener whose career was lifted with

back-to-back hundreds against India in
2012 but was discarded after the 2015
World Cup due to lack of form and fit-
ness. Sharjeel and Khalid appeared
before the tribunal last month and have
until May 5 to respond to the charges.
The tribunal is set to start day-to-day
proceedings from May 19. Irfan con-
fessed to “not reporting a fixing offer”
and opted for “agreed sanction”. —AFP

Pakistan charges Jamshed in spot-fixing case

BUENOS AIRES: Argentina’s football associa-
tion fired Edgardo Bauza as coach of the crisis-
hit national team as it struggles to qualify for
next year’s World Cup, the head of the body said
Monday.  I t  was the first big move by the
Argentine Football Association (AFA) since it last
month picked new executives tasked with end-
ing three years of turmoil in the Argentine
game.

“We have reached a verbal agreement. We
have told Edgardo Bauza that he is no longer
the coach of Argentina,” the AFA’s new president
Claudio Tapia told reporters after meeting with
Bauza at the association’s headquarters.  He did
not say who Bauza’s replacement would be, but
said more details would be given at a news con-
ference for Tuesday at 2230 GMT at the AFA.

WORLD CUP RISK 
The world number two-ranked football

nation risks failing to qualify for the World Cup
for the first time since 1970.

Star striker Lionel Messi is to miss the coun-
try’s three remaining qualifying matches due to
suspension.

After a defeat to Bolivia last month,
Argentina dropped to fifth place in the regional
table-out of the top-four automatic qualifying
positions.  FIFA hit Messi with a four-match ban
last month for swearing at an assistant referee
in a game against Chile.

Bauza vowed after the Bolivia defeat that his
squad had the strength to fight on. But
Argentina have won only one of eight World
Cup 2018 qualifiers played without Barcelona
superstar Messi, compared to five out of six won
with him on the pitch.

“The national team is playing badly and
everyone knows it ,” Tapia said last week.
Argentina’s World Cup hero Diego Maradona
said he was ready to lead an appeal to FIFA
against Messi’s ban. But it is rare for the sport’s
governing world body to repeal a suspension.

MESSI SITUATION 
Messi threatened to quit the national team

last year after they lost on penalties to Chile in
the Copa America Centenario final.  That crisis
prompted then-coach Gerardo Martino to quit
and be replaced by Bauza, who left Brazilian
club Sao Paulo to take up the post.  Various oth-
er possible replacements such as Mauricio
Pochettino of Tottenham Hotspur and Diego
Simeone of Atletico Madrid reportedly turned
down the job.

Bauza is the shortest-serving Argentina
coach since 1974.  During eight months with
him in charge, Argentina won three matches
and lost three, with two draws.

CORRUPTION CLAIMS 
The team has been undermined by a broader

crisis afflicting the Argentina game, tangled up
with politics. A power struggle broke out after

the death of former AFA president Julio
Grondona in 2014. Maradona last year branded
the AFA’s management a “mafia.” Argentina’s
President Mauricio Macri too complained of “the
poor organization of Argentine football.” He
urged reform to “a system full of bad habits and
corruption.” FIFA and the Argentine courts have
probed the AFA’s affairs.  Tapia acknowledged
last week that firing Bauza would be problemat-

ic given the association’s financial difficulties,
though on Monday he appeared to have found
a solution.

“We have a coach who has a cancellation
clause. These contracts are not cheap,” he said
last week.”If you bring in a new coach, you have
to have resources. If a coach earns two and you
bring in one who earns three, where do you get
it from?” — AFP

Argentina fire coach Bauza

LA PAZ: This file photo taken on March 28, 2017 shows Argentina’s coach Edgardo Bauza dur-
ing the 2018 FIFA World Cup Russia South American qualifier football match against Bolivia at
Hernando Siles stadium in La Paz, Bolivia. —AFP

BERLIN: Germany’s troubled World Cup
winner Kevin Grosskreutz yesterday signed
for Darmstadt, who are adrift at the bottom
of the Bundesliga, as he looks to rebuild his
career. The 28-year-old right-back or
winger was sacked by second division club
VfB Stuttgart last month following his part
in a punch-up, also involving some of the
club’s youth players, on a late-night visit to
a brothel.

After his dismissal a tearful Grosskreutz
said he wanted nothing more to do with
football. Now Darmstadt, who are 14 points
from safety with six games left in
Germany’s top tier, have offered him a life-
line under coach Torsten Frings, an ex-
Germany midfielder.

“I am really looking forward to playing
for Darmstadt,” said Grosskreutz. “Torsten
Frings has been very concerned about me
and together with the club’s senior figures
has convinced me that this is the right step
for me. “As with all my previous clubs I will
do everything to ensure that we will have
success together.”

Grosskreutz has endured a spectacular
fall from grace since he picked up a World
Cup winners medal despite not playing a
minute of Brazil 2014.

He was part of the Borussia Dortmund
team which won the German league in
2011 and 2012 and played in the 2013
Champions League final defeat to Bayern
Munich. Grosskreutz left his home-town
club in 2015 after failing to see eye-to-eye
with coach Thomas Tuchel.

A move to Galatasaray was blighted by
the fact he could not play for the Turkish
giants because of incorrectly presented
paperwork at the time of the transfer. In
January 2016 he signed for Stuttgart after
six unhappy months in Istanbul, until he
was fired for his late-night exploits in the
city’s red-light district.

Despite Grosskreutz’s tarnished reputa-
tion Frings is delighted to have signed a
World Cup winner who has made five
appearances for Germany.

“I am very happy and proud that we
have managed to bring a player like Kevin
Grosskreutz to Darmstadt,” said the 40-
year-old Frings. “Kevin has unbelievable
experience, is a world champion and has
played at an absolute top level.

“I’ve felt in the talks how up for it he is
for this new challenge. “He will be a very
important building block for our team in
the coming season.” — AFP

Kevin Grosskreutz

World Cup winner Grosskreutz 

joins basement Darmstadt

De Villiers shines on 

return from injury
NEW DELHI:  Fit-again South African AB de
Villiers was pleasantly surprised to discover
he has lost none of his touch after the bats-
man blasted a swashbuckling 89 not out in
an Indian Premier League (IPL) match on
Monday.

The 33-year-old, who has taken a break
from tests to manage his workload, missed
the final of South Africa’s domestic 50-
overs tournament with a back injury, which
also kept him out of Royal Challengers
Bangalore’s IPL opener against Delhi.

There was no sign of any rust, however,
as the player celebrated for his ‘360-degree’
batting prowess clobbered nine sixes and
three fours in a 46-ball blitz against the
Kings XI Punjab at Indore’s Holkar Cricket
Stadium.

His brilliant innings helped a slow-start-
ing Bangalore set a competitive 148 for
four total but the hosts proved too strong
in their reply, easing to an eight-wicket vic-
tory with 33 balls to spare. 

“I did surprise myself and played a few

good shots,” De Villiers, who was wearing a
microphone, told the commentary team
while he was fielding, admitting he had
periods of uncertainty during the layoff.

“It’s not like you become a bad player
overnight, the rustiness is more self-doubt,”
he added. A couple of his sixes sailed out of
the stadium and such was his timing that
even when he charged a Mohit Sharma
delivery which turned out wider than he
had assumed, De Vill iers made a late
adjustment to send it over the long-off
boundary. “Mr 360 is back! Genius
@ABdeVilliers17,” tweeted India all-rounder
Yuvraj Singh, no mean six-hitter himself.

Sunrisers Hyderabad captain David
Warner also doffed his hat at the South
African, calling him “best in the business”
while many of de Villiers’ compatriots
hailed the knock. “If I was a commentator
I’d do a mic drop and enjoy the show... No
words can describe @ABdeVilliers17...
wow!” Proteas paceman Morne Morkel
tweeted. —Reuters

LONDON: German driver Pascal Wehrlein will
be back behind the wheel for Sauber in
Bahrain this weekend after missing the first
two races of the Formula One season due to
fitness issues, the Swiss-based team said yes-
terday. “Good news: We are pleased to inform
that Pascal Wehrlein will be back in the car as
of the Bahrain GP,” Sauber said on Twitter.

Sunday’s race at Sakhir will be the 22-year-
old’s debut for the Ferrari-powered team after
he drove for now-defunct Manor last year, fin-
ishing 13th in Bahrain.

Italian Antonio Giovinazzi, a Ferrari reserve
driver, stepped in for Wehrlein in Australia
and China without scoring points and crashed

in qualifying and the race in Shanghai last
weekend.

Wehrlein’s absence in China was aimed at
limiting the effects of jetlag and giving him
more time to recover for Bahrain.

The German, who has close ties to champi-
ons Mercedes, injured his back in a crash at
the “Race of Champions” event in Miami in
January and was unable to train for weeks
afterwards. Although he tested in Spain in
March, and was cleared to drive in Australia,
he pulled out on the Saturday before final
practice. Sauber’s other driver is Sweden’s
Marcus Ericsson, who has also yet to score this
season. —Reuters

Wehrlein returns for 

Sauber in Bahrain

Neymar banned for Clasico against Real
MADRID: Barcelona’s Brazilian superstar Neymar
will miss a huge La Liga clash at Real Madrid on
April 23 after being handed a three-game sus-
pension, the Spanish federation said yesterday.
The 25-year-old forward was shown the first red
card of his Barcelona career for two bookable
offences as Barca’s title defence suffered a big
blow in a 2-0 defeat at Malaga on Saturday.

However, he was handed an extra two-match
suspension on top of the automatic one-game
ban for sarcastically applauding the officials as
he left the pitch.

Barcelona are expected to appeal the deci-
sion.  As well as missing a potential La Liga title
decider at the Bernabeu, Neymar will be absent
for home games against Real Sociedad and
Osasuna.  Madrid lead Barca by three points at
the top of the table but also have a game in
hand as they close on a first league title in five
years.  Neymar was booked in the first half at La
Rosaleda for delaying a Malaga free-kick by
tying his shoelaces in front of the ball and then
charged into Roberto Rosales 25 minutes from
time to see his second yellow card.  “I think the
interpretation of the yellow cards is special,” said
Barcelona boss Luis Enrique after the game.

“We have to be very careful in some games
because there were some ugly challenges from
behind that went unpunished and tying boots
was.” It is not the first time in recent weeks
Neymar’s attention to detail with his boots
caught the eye. He changed his footwear whilst
play was ongoing in Barca’s two previous games
against Granada and Sevilla, leaving his side
temporarily down to 10 men.

Neymar has a highly lucrative long-term
sponsorship deal with Nike with suggestions his
antics may be to ensure his boots get extra time
on camera.  Meanwhile, Liverpool midfielder
Philippe Coutinho is the hottest Brazilian talent
after Neymar, according to his compatriot
Juninho.

Coutinho became the top-scoring Brazilian in
England’s Premier League when he scored his
30th goal in his club’s 2-1 win over Stoke City on
Saturday, eclipsing the former Middlesbrough
midfielder. “I am delighted that he takes my
record,” Juninho told the Daily Mail. “I can’t think
of anyone better-the record couldn’t be in better
hands. “Coutinho can be considered, after

Neymar, the best player in Brazil. He’s a different
class and he deserves everything he is achieving
because he has worked very hard for it.”
Coutinho has showed signs of regaining his best
form in the past couple of games after taking
time to regain his sharpness following an early-
season ankle injury. 

Juninho, who had two spells with
Middlesbrough between 1995-1997 and 2002-
2004, believes the key to Coutinho’s game lies in
his ability to find space.

“If you have an intelligence to your game

then you can find the space on the pitch and
because the game in England is so fast that
means a lot of the time it is also very open,” he
said. “One of Coutinho’s biggest qualities is that
ability to find the space. People think that type
of player will have more difficulties adapting to
English football than say Spanish football but in
England I found a lot more space than I did in
Spain,” said Juninho, who also played for
Atletico Madrid. “The intensity is there but if you
get past the first wave of pressure then the
pitch opens up.”  — Agencies

Neymar

AB de Villiers
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LONDON: Manchester United may be
struggling by their own high standards
under Jose Mourinho this season but
the Portuguese manager will get them
back to winning ways, the club’s former
captain Nemanja Vidic said on Tuesday.

United, who spent heavily in the
close season, are only fifth in the Premier
League, 18 points adrift of leaders
Chelsea.  They remain in the hunt for a
top-four finish and Champions League
qualification, however, and with 57
points from 30 games they sit four adrift

of fourth-placed rivals Manchester City,
with a game in hand.  United face a
tough task when they take on
Mourinho’s former club Chelsea on
Sunday and Vidic acknowledged that
the winners of a record 20 English
league titles have had to lower their
expectations.

“Realistically, if  we can add a
Champions League slot to the (League)
Cup we have won already, we have to be
satisfied,” the retired 35-year old Serbian
defender told the club’s website

(www.manutd.com).
“We are not in the position we would

like to be in but we are fighting for the
Champions League (qualification),” said
Vidic, who won five Premier League
titles and the 2008 Champions League
during his eight-year spell at United.

“Before the season you always think
United should compete for the title but
it ’s not easy. Mourinho came and
brought in four players but to build a
winning team you need time.

“He has been in charge of big teams

and won trophies in different countries
so he has the experience and I believe
he knows what he is doing.” United
could also qualify for the continent’s
elite club competition if they win the
second-tier Europa League, where they
visit Anderlecht in the first leg of their
quarter-final clash on Thursday.

Vidic also backed United’s top scorer
this season, Zlatan Ibrahimovic, to stay
at the club for one more term with his
current contract set to run out after this
season. “At 35 years of age it’s not easy

because I am 35 and to be fair I am a bit
tired of football,” Vidic said. 

“But it seems he is still enjoying it and
feeling good on the pitch. It’s good for
the club and I hope he will continue to
be fit and perform like he has for most of
the season. “He was never counting on
speed as a player and that is a positive
sign he can do well again next year.”
Ibrahimovic has scored 28 goals in 43
games for United in all competitions,
including a brace in their 3-2 League Cup
final win over Southampton. — Reuters

United on right track with Mourinho: Vidic

MUNICH: Bayern’s Arturo Vidal, left, and Arjen Robben attend a news conference prior to the Champions League quarterfinal first leg soccer
match between FC Bayern Munich and Real Madrid, in Munich, Germany, yesterday. Munich will face Real today. — AP

MUNICH:  Bayern Munich host Real Madrid in
today’s mouthwatering Champions League
quarter-final, first-leg, with Carlo Ancelotti’s
Bavarians looking once again to be the
Spaniards’ ‘bete noire’. And the subplots to the
Allianz Arena clash are fascinating.  Bayern boss
Carlo Ancelotti coached Real to the 2014
Champions League crown and is up against his
former assistant from that triumph, Madrid’s cur-
rent head coach Zinedine Zidane.

World Cup 2010 winner Xabi Alonso, who
also won the 2014 Champions League before
joining Bayern, will face his ex-club for the last
time before retiring in June.  And Real’s Germany
midfielder Toni Kroos is another to be coming up
against his former employers.

Ancelotti says “little things will make the dif-
ference” between the star-studded squads that
will see two goal-scoring giants go head-to-
head.  Bayern’s top-scorer Robert Lewandowski,
with 38 goals in all competitions this season, is
up against Portuguese superstar Cristiano
Ronaldo, with 26 goals from 36 games.

That may be modest by his standards, but
Ronaldo has tormented Bayern in the past with
four goals in as many games and the Bavarians
will be wary, especially with backup from Wales
star Gareth Bale and France’s Karim Benzema.
Lewandowski suffered a bruised shoulder in
scoring twice in Saturday’s 4-1 hammering of
Borussia Dortmund, but expects to be “100 per-
cent” fit.  Bayern are on a Champions League
record of 16 straight European wins at the
Allianz Arena and that’s a record Dutch winger
Arjen Robben is keen to maintain.  “We have to
up the ante, we have to signal (to Real) from the
first minute that there is nothing to take in
Munich and we want to win the game,” he said.
Bayern are looking to recover their ‘bete noire’
nickname, given to them by Real fans after
Munich won eight of 14 matches against Real
between 2000 and 2012.

‘SOUNDS LIKE A FINAL’ 
All that changed in the 2014 Champions

League’s semi-final when the team coached by
Pep Guardiola was thrashed 4-0 in Munich,
crashing out 5-0 on aggregate as Ronaldo and
Sergio Ramos netted twice each.  That defeat
remains Bayern’s record home European loss, yet
there is no talk of revenge ahead of Wednesday’s
clash. “This is the quarter-finals, but it sounds
like a final,” said Bayern captain Philipp Lahm.

“We’re playing against an absolute top team,
who have top players in every position. We will
have to play to our potential.”

Both sides are missing key defenders, though.
Germany’s Mats Hummels was ruled out after

damaging ankle ligaments on Sunday so Jerome
Boateng and Javi Martinez will form the centre-
back partnership. Hummels faces a race against
time to be back for the return at the Santiago
Bernabeu on April 18, while Real have defenders
Pepe and Raphael Varane ruled out of both legs.

Pepe suffered a double rib fracture in
Saturday’s 1-1 draw with Atletico Madrid, while
Varane is out for a month with a hamstring
injury.  Right-back Daniel Carvajal trained on his
own on Monday and is struggling with a knock.

Bayern received a boost on Monday with
Germany goalkeeper Manuel Neuer back in
training following a minor foot operation 10
days ago, while Thomas Mueller is also fit after
an ankle injury. “We’re very confident. It’s a
European cracker featuring two top teams,” said
Mueller. —AFP

Bayern out to be Real 

Madrid ‘bete noire’ again

MADRID:  Atletico Madrid and Leicester have
a lot in common these days.

Relying on gritty defense and quick coun-
terattacking, the teams meet at the Vicente
Calderon Stadium today in the first leg of the
Champions League quarterfinals.

“They remind us of the best Atleti,” Atletico
left back Filipe Luis said. “They have very good
players. It’s a solid team that defends very
well.” Atletico made it to two Champions
League finals in the last three seasons thanks
to Diego Simeone’s stout defense, one that
allowed the team to successfully challenge the
powerful attacks of teams such as Barcelona
and Bayern Munich. Effective offense the oth-
er way secured Atletico the victories it needed
to remain contending. Atletico is playing in
the Champions League quarterfinals for the
fourth straight season. It lost  the final to Real
Madrid both in 2014 and 2016, the last one in
a penalty shootout.

Leicester showed a lot of the same qualities
when it stunned the soccer world by winning
the Premier League title last season. Fierce
defending, quick breakaways and precise fin-
ishes also kept it alive in its first Champions
League campaign this season despite a strug-
gling start.

“Leicester’s team is very similar to ours. It
defends very well in the back and relies on
counterattacks a lot,” Luis said. “We know it’s
going to be very complicated. We are also a
team that plays better against opponents that
holds possession and tries to control the
game. It will be an even matchup.” Both teams
head into the game enjoying their best run of
the season after lackluster starts.

Atletico struggled with inconsistency early
on but Simeone was able to get the team back
on track entering the final stretch. Atletico is
unbeaten in eight games in all competitions
and is coming off a draw against Spanish
league leader Madrid in the city derby at the
Santiago Bernabeu Stadium on Saturday.
Atletico has conceded only two goals in its last
seven games. “It’s our best moment to take on
this challenge,” Luis said of Atletico, which has
won 28 of its last 34 games in European com-
petitions at the Vicente Calderon.

Leicester has been on a roll since manager
Claudio Ranieri was fired after guiding
Leicester to the Premier League title. The team
won six straight games under replacement
coach Craig Shakespeare until a 4-2 loss at
Everton on Sunday, when several regular
starters were rested. “We’re kind of thriving at
the minute,” Leicester midfielder Danny
Drinkwater said. — AP

Leicester to meet Atletico in

Champions League q-finals

MADRID: Leicester City’s English striker Jamie Vardy (L) and Leicester City’s English midfielder
Danny Drinkwater (R) train at the Vicente Calderon stadium in Madrid yesterday on the eve of
the UEFA Champions League quarter final first leg football match Atletico de Madrid vs
Leicester City. — AFP 

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

Bayern Munich v Real Madrid 21:45

beIN SPORTS HD 1

beIN SPORTS HD 11

Atletico de Madrid v Leicester City 21:45

beIN SPORTS HD 2

LONDON: Wales manager Chris Coleman is
the right man to guide the country to their
first World Cup finals since 1958, winger
Gareth Bale has said.

Wales’ hopes of qualifying for the 2018
World Cup in Russia hang in the balance
after a run of four consecutive draws left
them third in Group D, four points adrift of
Serbia and Republic of Ireland with five
games left.

Only the nine group winners qualify
automatically for the World Cup while the
eight best runners-up will advance to a
round of playoffs for the remaining four
berths in Russia.

Bale said he wanted Coleman to remain
in charge and help steer the side to Russia.

“What he has done for the team and
Welsh football has been amazing,” Bale told

the Daily Telegraph. “Qualification could
have gone better but we’re going to do
everything we can to get there.

“It won’t be easy and there’s a lot we
have to do in the group now but Chris is
the man who can keep us focused and pos-
itive and show us how to get the results we
need.” Bale also said Wales had to move on
from their Euro 2016 campaign, where they
reached the semi-finals, and focus on World
Cup qualification.

“We don’t want to keep on looking back
at the Euros. For everyone it was incredible
to be a part of that and we all want that
again,” the Real Madrid winger added.

“It would mean everything to reach
Russia-we’ve only reached one World Cup
finals before and that was back in the
1950s.” — Reuters

Bale backs Coleman to lead 

Wales to 2018 World Cup

SAITAMA: Urawa Red Diamonds forward Zlatan (C) heads the ball in front of
Shanghai SIPG midfielder Akhmedov Odil (L) during the AFC Champions League
football match between Japan’s Urawa Red Diamonds and China’s Shanghai SIPG in
Saitama yesterday. — AFP

Oscar penalty miss as

Silva bullet sinks SIPG

SAITAMA: Big-money midfielder Oscar
missed a second-half penalty as Andre
Villas-Boas’s Shanghai SIPG lost 1-0 to
Urawa Red Diamonds in their first defeat
of this year’s AFC Champions League yes-
terday. After SIPG went behind to Rafael
Silva’s 44th-minute strike, 60-million-euro
signing Oscar looked set to maintain
SIPG’s unbeaten record in Group F when
he won a penalty in the 64th minute. But
the Brazil international, after a stutter
run-up, saw his spot-kick palmed onto
the bar by Urawa goalkeeper Shusaku
Nishikawa, prompting loud celebrations
by the home fans.

The result means the Japanese side
replace SIPG at the top of Group F on
away goals scored in fixtures between
the two sides,  after SIPG’s 3-2 win in
Shanghai last month.

Alex Teixeira ,  another  expensive
Brazilian import to China, fared much
better as he scored one and set up two
more in Jiangsu Suning’s 3-0 victory over
Japan’s Gamba Osaka.

Teixeira slammed a sumptuous opener
after just three minutes when he robbed
veteran Japan international Yasuhito
Endo and surged forward before hitting a
power ful  f inish past  Masaak i
Higashiguchi.

He teed up his Brazilian compatriot,
Ramires, four minutes later with a dan-

gerous ball into the box which the ex-
Chelsea man steered past Higashiguchi.

And Teixeira completed the master-
class just before half-time with a pinpoint
free kick onto the head of defender Hong
Jeong-Ho, who made it 3-0 as Jiangsu
stayed top of Group H with a maximum
12 points from four games.

Below them in the same group,
Adelaide United resurrected their hopes
of reaching the last 16 with a 3-1 away
win over Jeju United to climb off the bot-
tom of the standings.

And in Group F, FC Seoul kept their
campaign just alive with a 3-2 victory
over 2014 champions Western Sydney
Wanderers, courtesy of a double from
Dejan Damjanovic.

“I’m really happy and finally we won,”
said the Montenegrin striker, as he cele-
brated the first win of the campaign for
last year’s semi-finalists.

O f  repor ts  l ink ing him to the
Wanderers for next season, Damjanovic
added: “I am 36 soon and I came to Korea
to finish my football, but you never know
and my contract finishes in November
but my first option is Seoul.”

Seoul’s first points in Group F give
them an outside chance of making the
knock-out rounds as they are tied on
three points with Western Sydney, six
behind Urawa and SIPG. — AFP
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TURIN: Juventus’ forward from Argentina Gonzalo Higuain (2nd L) heads the ball next to Juventus’ forward from Croatia Mario Mandzukic (C) and Barcelona’s Argentinian defender Javier Mascherano (L) during the UEFA
Champions League quarter final first leg football match Juventus vs Barcelona, yesterday at the Juventus stadium in Turin.  — AFP 

TURIN:  Paulo Dybala upstaged his fellow Argentine
Lionel Messi by scoring two exquisitely taken goals to
set Juventus on the way to an emphatic 3-0 win over
an underwhelming Barcelona in the Champions
League yesterday.

The Spanish side, who overcame a 4-0 first-leg deficit
in the previous round to beat Paris St Germain, will have
to pull a similar trick out of the hat after being compre-
hensively outplayed in the quarter-final first leg.

Dybala fired Juve ahead in the seventh minute and
added the second goal before the half hour while
defender Giorgio Chiellini headed in the third early in
the second half in another rousing Juventus perform-
ance. It could have been worse for Barca as Gonzalo
Higuain, usually Juve’s most dangerous marksman,
missed two chances that he would usually have
snapped up.

Barca had 65 percent of the possession but were
strangely ponderous in midfield and leaky at the back,
where they could not cope with the pace and aggres-
sion of Mario Mandzukic or Juan Cuadrado on the
flanks. The match pitted Chiellini against Barcelona for-
ward Luis Suarez for the first time since the infamous
incident at the 2014 World Cup when the Uruguayan bit
the Italian defender.

Juve, unbeaten at home in a European tie for four
years, went straight on to the attack and Higuain wast-
ed their first chance after three minutes with a poor
close-range header from Miralem Pjanic’s cross.

They needed another four minutes to go ahead
when Cuadrado found Dybala who cleverly turned and
curled a left-foot shot past Marc Andre ter Stegen.

The player known as the Jewel, often tipped to be
Messi’s natural successor, struck again 15 minutes later,
meeting Manduzkic’s low cross in his stride to beat Ter
Stegen inside the near post with another left-foot effort.

That goal came just after Juve goalkeeper Gianluigi
Buffon had made a superb save from Andres Iniesta in
Barca’s best first-half attack.

Barcelona made a more promising start to the sec-
ond half as Messi rolled one effort wide from the edge
of the area and Iniesta then fired wide.

Juventus were not finished, though, and, after
Higuain squandered another chance by delaying too
long over his shot, Chiellini outjumped Javier
Mascherano at the far post to head in from a corner for
the third in the 55th minute.

The hosts kept attacking to the end and former Barca
player Dani Alves had a chance to add a fourth but took
too long over his shot.  —  Reuters

Dybala stars as Juventus outclass Barcelona

LONDON: Crystal Palace’s Yohan Cabaye, left, competes for the ball with Arsenal’s Gabriel Paulista during the English
Premier League soccer match between Crystal Palace and Arsenal at Selhurst Park in London, Monday.  — AP

TURIN: Juventus's Paulo Dybala, left, scores his side's second goal during a Champions League, quarterfinal,
first-leg soccer match between Juventus and Barcelona, at the Juventus Stadium in Turin, Italy, yesterday. — AP 

LONDON: Arsene Wenger faces renewed calls to resign
after Arsenal’s miserable season spiralled out of control
with furious fans turning on his flops during their humiliat-
ing 3-0 defeat at Crystal Palace.

Wenger’s side hit a new low on a chastening evening in
south London as struggling Palace condemned the sham-
bolic Gunners to their heaviest Premier League defeat of
the season. Wenger’s side have lost four successive away
league games for the first time in his 21-year reign as man-
ager. Goals from Andros Townsend, Yohan Cabaye and
Luka Milivojevic gave Palace their first home win over
Arsenal since 1979 and left Wenger in turmoil after his
team’s fifth defeat in their last eight league games.

With many Arsenal supporters again demanding
Wenger resign, the toxic atmosphere around the north
Londoners boiled over as fans refused to give the ball back
to Gunners right-back Hector Bellerin when it went into
the away section in the second half.

Instead, they berated Bellerin and his team-mates with
chants of “you’re not fit to wear the shirt”, with the Spaniard
having to be consoled by Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain when
he was jeered again at the final whistle. Wenger and his
squad were targeted for more abuse when they made their
way from the dressing room to the team bus. Arsenal’s
shocking surrender leaves them in sixth place, lagging sev-
en points behind fourth placed Manchester City.

With Wenger’s record of leading Arsenal into the
Champions League for 19 consecutive years in severe dan-

ger, the beleaguered Frenchman acknowledged he has to
find a way to avoid the mutinous mood wrecking what
may yet prove to be his final season in charge.

“I want the fans to support the team, but I can under-
stand they are extremely frustrated, like we all are,” Wenger
said. “We came with the desire to win the game, but in the
decisive moments of the game Palace were sharper.

“To see us lose in that way is disappointing. It’s part of
my job to build the confidence. We have a week to do it. it’s
our job. we will try to do it.”

Faced with the prospect of missing out on the
Champions League for the first time since 1997, Wenger
has hardly helped his cause by refusing to confirm if he will
sign an extension to the contract which runs out at the end
of the season. The uncertainty over his future has been a
major distraction for a team lacking the fighting spirit
required to cope with adversity.

Wenger conceded Arsenal’s chances of making the
Champions League via a top-four finish look bleak, but he
refused to be drawn on whether or not he will stay.

“I think it will be very difficult certainly,” he said. “I don’t
want to speak about me tonight. I’m not in the mood.

“At the moment I pay more respect to the fact we had a
disappointing result.” Looking shell-shocked and far less
defiant than he often is at such downbeat moments,
Wenger must have been devastated by the way the likes of
Alexis Sanchez, Mesut Ozil and Theo Walcott went missing
when he needed them most. — AFP

Wenger faces new quit 

calls after Palace loss
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BERLIN: German Chancellor Angela Merkel (front right) and Christine Lagarde, Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund (IWF), (front left), arrive for a press conference after a meeting of the heads of international econ-
omy and finance organizations in Berlin. — AP

KUWAIT: Boubyan Bank has recorded a net profit
growth of 17 percent in Q1 2017. The bank’s net
profits amounts to KD 10.7 million, with earning
per share of  4.7 fils compared to 4 fils for the com-
parative period of 2016.

Adel Abdul Wahab Al-Majed, the Bank’s Vice-
Chairman & Chief Executive Officer, stated that
such an increase in the bank’s profits is  a good
start for a year at the same time is also expected
to bring a lot of challenges for the Kuwaiti bank-
ing sector for both Islamic and conventional
banks. He added: “Despite all the challenges faced
by Kuwaiti economy and the banking sector, in
particular, over the recent years, Boubyan Bank
maintained a good level of growth whether in
terms of profitability or market share.”

He went on to add that the announcement of
Q1 profits coincided with the report of Moody’s,
the international credit rating agency, which had
positive news for the bank. “The agency’s upgrade
of the long-term deposit ratings highlights the
growth of Boubyan Bank’s share in the Kuwaiti
market and reinforces the bank’s strategic and
financial importance’, he added.

Moody’s, one of the most prestigious global
credit rating agencies, has recently upgraded the
credit rating of Boubyan bank’s long-term deposit
ratings from “Baa1” to “A3”.

Growth of All Main Indicators
On the other hand, Adel Abdul Wahab Al-

Majed stated that the all of the Bank’s main indica-
tors showed that the Bank witnessed a remark-
able growth during the first past quarter where
the total assets increased to KD 3.7 billion at a
growth rate of 13 percent while the operational
revenues increased to hit KD 29 million at a
growth rate of 17 percent in addition to the
increase in customers’ deposits by 20 percent,
amounting to KD 3.1 billion.

He further added that the total equity of the
bank increased to  KD 344  million compared with
KD 318 million last year and that there was a
notable increase in the financing portfolio up to
KD 2.7 billion with a growth rate of 18 percent in
addition to the continuous growth of the bank’s
customers’ base.

Al-Majed stated as well that the market share,

in financing, increased generally to approximately
7.4 percent in the meantime, while the share of
the retail finance increased specifically to approxi-
mately 10.5 percent.

Remarkable Awards
Al-Majed also stated that the beginning of the

current year has also witnessed the Bank’s receipt
of a number of remarkable awards, the most
prominent of which was the “Best Islamic Bank in
Kuwait” award from Global Finance for the third
year in a row due to the bank’s achievements
whether in terms of increasing the profitability
rates or increasing its market share.

Al-Majed went on to add: “The bank managed
to establish itself as one of the best institutions in
the Kuwaiti private sector in the field of customer
service, evidenced by continuing to receive the
first place award, for the seventh year in a row
atop all Islamic Banks in customer service from
Service Hero, the international consumer-driven
customer satisfaction index, in addition to being
named the Best Private Sector Institution in
Customer Service in Kuwait for the 2nd time.”

He further stated: “These awards once more
reiterates our bank’s superb competitive abilities,
and its ability to provide its customers with the
highest levels of services and the best products

customers may seek, whether they are existing
customers or potential customers targeted in the
Kuwaiti market.”

Expansion of Branches & Technology Services
On the other hand, Al-Majed stressed the conti-

nuity of the Bank’s plans to expand in the local
market by opening new branches which have now
reached 38 branches compared with 15 branches
only 5 years ago. He went on to add: “In line with
our domestic geographical expansion to be closer
to our clients, we are continuing our investment in
e-services and e-banking products which placed
us ahead of other local banks. We are doing that in
order to cater to the needs of our clients.”

“Customer service has always been our recipe
for success, as we have always taken into account
that all our customers are special and that they
deserve the best because meeting their aspira-
tions and ambitions should be up to the level of
their expectations when they chose us. In other
words, by choosing us, customers should be
rewarded with special care and attention.”, Al-
Majed concluded.

Boubyan Bank reports 17% growth in Q1 profits

Bank records KD 10.7m in net profits with an EPS of 4.7 fils

DUBAI/LONDON: OPEC states cut oil output in
March by more than they pledged under supply
curbs, according to figures the exporter group
uses to monitor its supply, extending a record of
higher-than-expected adherence to its first pro-
duction cut in eight years.

The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries agreed to cut output by about 1.2 mil-
lion barrels per day (bpd) for six months from
Jan 1 to prop up prices and reduce a glut.
Russia and 10 other non-OPEC states agreed to
cut half as much. Production from the 11 OPEC
members with output targets under the deal
has averaged 29.757 million bpd, according to
average assessments of secondary sources OPEC
uses to monitor its output. The figures were
seen by Reuters. OPEC pledged to reduce out-
put by the 11 countries to 29.804 million bpd.
This means production has fallen by more than
OPEC said it would and amounts to 104 percent
adherence to the supply cut regime, according
to an OPEC calculation. 

“OPEC’s compliance has been more than
anticipated,” an OPEC delegate said. “For non-
OPEC, it is satisfactory and getting better.” The
supply cut is supporting oil prices which are trad-
ing around $56 a barrel, up from $42 a year ago.
But crude is still half the level it was at in mid-
2014, with high inventories and rising US produc-
tion limiting gains.

Including Nigeria and Libya, the two mem-
bers exempt from the deal to cut supply, output

by all 13 OPEC members in March fell to 31.939
million bpd, two sources said. That would be
down 19,000 bpd from OPEC’s published
February figure. OPEC is scheduled to publish the
assessment of March output based on secondary
sources in its monthly oil market report today.
The figures could be revised before publication
as more secondary-source estimates are added,
OPEC sources said.

The 11 non-OPEC producers that joined the
deal have not cut as much production, partly
because of phased implementation of the agree-
ment by Russia, the largest non-OPEC producer
that is cooperating with the organization. But
compliance by OPEC and non-OPEC together is
expected to rise in March from February’s level of
94 percent, Kuwaiti Oil Minister Essam al-
Marzouq said on Monday.

OPEC uses two sets of figures to monitor its
output- figures provided by each country and
those provided by secondary sources that
include industry media. This is a legacy of old dis-
putes over real production levels. The production
cut agreed last year was from levels as assessed
by the secondary sources.

The six secondary sources used by OPEC are
the International Energy Agency, oil-pricing
agencies Platts and Argus, ?the U.S.  Energy
Information Administration (EIA), consultancy
Cambridge Energy Research Associates (CERA)
and industry newsletter Petroleum Intelligence
Weekly (PIW). — Reuters 

OPEC figures show oil output 

cuts exceed pledge in MarchWASHINGTON: The US central bank’s shield from
political interference is “under some threat” from
Congress, a prospect that could erode progress in
the economy, Federal Reserve chief Janet Yellen
warned yesterday. Research shows that countries
that allow the central bank independence in setting
monetary policy “tend to enjoy stronger macroeco-
nomic performance,” Yellen said in a discussion at
the University of Michigan. The US Congress “very
wisely” passed a law that afforded that independ-
ence  to the Fed in the 1970s, but it is threatened by
proposed legislation that  would either audit the
Fed’s decisions or require it to follow a strict mathe-
matical formula to set interest rates.

“I always worry about threats to our independ-
ence,” Yellen said. While she did not mention US
President Donald Trump, he was highly critical of
the Fed during the election campaign last year. “I
do think independence of a central bank to make
decisions about monetary policy, free of short-term
political pressures, is very important and results in
better decision making, focused on the long-term
needs and health of the economy,” Yellen said. This
does not mean the Fed lacks accountability or
transparency, she said, noting that she is required
to testify before Congress twice a year, and holds
regular news conferences in addition to publishing
the minutes of the policy meetings.

Staying ahead of curve
Yellen said the economy currently is “pretty

healthy,” as it continues to gradually improve in the
wake of the 2008 global financial crisis. But it will

be key for the central bank to not allow inflation to
accelerate too quickly. She repeated the central
bank’s expectation that it will need to raise interest
rates only gradually to keep inflation hovering
around the two percent target.

“But we don’t want to wait too long” to get to a
neutral point where the interest rate is no longer
stimulating the economy.  She cautioned that “if
the economy ends up overheating and inflation
were to rise well above target, we don’t want to be
in position to have to raise rates rapidly which
could conceivably cause a recession.”

“We want to be ahead of the curve not behind
the curve,” she said. The Fed has raised interest
rates twice in recent months, after the initial hike in
December 2015 moved the key lending rate off
zero for the first time since December 2008. Not
only is inflation near the Fed’s two percent target,
the unemployment rate has fallen to 4.5 percent,
which she said is lower than what central bankers
generally consider to be “full employment.”

Concern
Yellen told an audience at the University of

Michigan that unemployment is now below the
point the Fed views as full employment, dipping to
4.5 percent in March. A key inflation gauge is mov-
ing toward the Fed’s 2 percent target for price sta-
bility. Yellen did not specifically address the timing
for future rate hikes, but her remarks support the
view that future hikes are coming. The Fed last
raised rates in March, a quarter-point move that
was the second increase in three months. “We are

doing pretty well” in terms of the Fed’s goals, Yellen
said. “The economy is growing at a moderate pace.”
The Fed’s next meeting is May 2-3 and most private
economists believe a rate hike at that time is
unlikely. But they say rates could be raised at the
June meeting and again in September.

In her comments, which came in the form of a
discussion led by Susan M. Collins, dean of the uni-
versity’s Gerald R Ford School of Public Policy, Yellen
expressed concerns about moves in Congress to
limit the central bank’s independence. She specifi-
cally mentioned legislation that would subject the
Fed’s decision on interest-rate policies to review by
the Government Accountability Office, the auditing
arm of Congress. She also cited a proposal to
require the Fed to follow a specific formula for set-
ting interest rates with any deviation from that for-
mula subject to GAO reviews. “Our independence is
under some threat,” Yellen said, citing the various
bills that have been introduced. She said these
changes could end up harming the Fed’s ability to
manage the economy to promote low unemploy-
ment and guard against accelerating inflation.

“The independence of a central bank to make
decisions about monetary policy free of ...  political
pressures is very important,” Yellen said. Last week,
the Fed revealed that officials had discussed at their
March meeting the timing for the start of a process
of reducing the central bank’s holdings of Treasury
bonds and mortgage backed securities, which the
Fed purchased as a way to lower long-term interest
rates and jump-start economic growth following
the 2007-2009 recession. — Agencies

Fed’s independence under threat: Yellen

Adel Abdul Wahab Al-Majed 
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EXCHANGE RATES

Al-Muzaini Exchange Co.

ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.753
Indian Rupees 4.763
Pkistani Rupees 2.914
Srilankan Rupees 2.013
Nepali Rupees 2.972
Singapore Dollar 219.570
Hongkong Dollar 39.550
Bangladesh Taka 3.804
Philippine Peso 6.096
Thai Baht 8.854

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 81.588
Qatari Riyal 84.032
Omani Riyal 794.569
Bahraini Dinar 812.410
UAE Dirham 83.299

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 20.250
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 16.922
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.228
Tunisian Dinar 134.570
Jordanian Dinar 431.330
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.038
Syrian Lira 2.180
Morocco Dirham 30.822

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 305.750
Euro 327.150
Sterling Pound 308.960
Canadian dollar 229.890
Turkish lira 82.520

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

BAHRAIN EXCHANGE COMPANY WLL

Swiss Franc 305.780
Australian Dollar 232.370
US Dollar Buying 304.550

GOLD
20 Gram 256.450
10 Gram 131.150
5 Gram 66.420

Rate for Transfr Selling Rate
US Dollar 305.400
Canadian Dolla 227.935
Sterling Pound 382.705
Euro 327.520
Swiss Frank 308.105
Bahrain Dinar 810.020
UAE Dirhams 83.545
Qatari Riyals 84.770
Saudi Riyals 82.335
Jordanian Dinar 430.647
Egyptian Pound 17.012
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.013
Indian Rupees 4.696
Pakistani Rupees 2.912
Bangladesh Taka 3.819
Philippines Pesso 6.087
Cyprus pound 168.535
Japanese Yen 3.765
Syrian Pound 2.425
Nepalese Rupees 3.930
Malaysian Ringgit 69.695

MILAN:  Hollowed-out factories and
abandoned businesses are a form of eco-
nomic archaeology. The story they tell
isn’t necessarily one of failure, but one of
economic transition.

Lombardy is the most productive of
Italy’s 20 regions, with annual GDP of 337
billion euros ($356 billion), and the sec-
ond most productive in Europe. And yet
the landscape is dotted with ghosts of
industries past. Where once production
hummed, today there are carcasses of
former industry.

The largest period of de-industrializa-
tion happened between the 1970s and
the 1990s, when steel mills lost competi-
tiveness to China and independent
scooter and carmakers lost scale. In that

period, some 6.7 million square meters
(more than 72 million square feet) of
industrial production was lost, according
to Giorgio Bigatti, a professor of public
management at Milan’s Bocconi
University who has written a book on
Milan’s industrial landscape.

The remains attest to the past. A hulk-
ing frame is all that survives of an aban-
doned steel mill, the area slated for trans-
formation into a hospital and research
center. A former cement factory bills
itself as an industrial archaeological site,
and offers occasional tours. Pigeons roost
in the former production area of Alfa
Romeo, part of which remains aban-
doned even as the offices have been
repurposed for an Alfa Romeo museum,

while another production area is now the
site of Italy’s largest shopping mall.

An abandoned hotel is a more recent
victim. “Recession” is scrawled across the
wall behind a hotel desk, partially
obscuring the original lettering for
“Reception.” In one room, a bed is made,
a sign that someone has found a tempo-
rary home.

Manufacturing has only been one
part of Milan’s economic might. Some
former industrialized areas have been
transformed - like the former Pirelli pro-
duction sites into the Bicocca University.
And the finance and commerce mecha-
nisms that grew up hand in hand with
the industry have remained a backbone
of the region’s wealth. —AP

CURRENCY BUY SELL
Europe

British Pound 0.372628 0.382628
Czech Korune 0.004243 0.016243
Danish Krone 0.039759 0.044759
Euro 0. 319360 0.328360
Norwegian Krone 0.031547 0.036747
Romanian Leu 0.084736 0.084736
Slovakia 0.009162 0.019162
Swedish Krona 0.029908 0.034908
Swiss Franc 0.297080 0.308080
Turkish Lira 0.076889 0.087169

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.221703 0.233703
New Zealand Dollar 0.206315 0.215815

America
Canadian Dollar 0.222904 0.231904
Georgina Lari 0.138094 0.138094
US Dollars 0.301650 0.306050
US Dollars Mint 0.302150 0.306050
Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003428 0.004012
Chinese Yuan 0.042839 0.046339
Hong Kong Dollar 0.037336 0.040086
Indian Rupee 0.004131 0.004819

Indonesian Rupiah 0.000018 0.000024
Japanese Yen 0.002690 0.002870
Kenyan Shilling 0.003049 0.003049
Korean Won 0.000259 0.000274
Malaysian Ringgit 0.065330 0.071330
Nepalese Rupee 0.002960 0.003130
Pakistan Rupee 0.002729 0.003019
Philippine Peso 0.006008 0.006308
Sierra Leone 0.000068 0.000074
Singapore Dollar 0.213189 0.223189
South African Rand 0.016279 0.024779
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001641 0.002221
Taiwan 0.009788 0.009968
Thai Baht 0.008492 0.009042

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.804437 0.812937
Egyptian Pound 0.014695 0.020603
Iranian Riyal 0.000085 0.000086
Iraqi Dinar 0.000196 0.000256
Jordanian Dinar 0.425883 0.434883
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000158 0.000258
Moroccan Dirhams 0.020111 0.044111
Nigerian Naira 0.001287 0.001902
Omani Riyal 0.787735 0.793415
Qatar Riyal 0.083170 0.084620
Saudi Riyal 0.080447 0.081747
Syrian Pound 0.001297 0.001517
Tunisian Dinar 0.130277 0.138277
Turkish Lira 0.076869 0.087169
UAE Dirhams 0.081820 0.083520
Yemeni Riyal 0.000994 0.001074

Chinese Yuan Renminbi 44.705
Thai Bhat 9.810
Turkish Lira 82.710

BRASILIA: Brazil’s Central Bank is
expected to cut the key interest
rate by one percentage point today
in an accelerating strategy of trying
to inject life into the floundering
economy, analysts say.

This would be the fifth straight
cut, taking the key Selic rate to
11.25 percent. In February, the
bank made a 0.75 percent cut but
falling inflation has created even
greater leeway to stimulate the
economy, market analysts say.

Brazil is into its third year of
recession and although it is fore-
cast to return to weak growth later
this year, unemployment is at more
than 13 percent, meaning few
Brazilians are feeling the effects of
the reported recovery. Rate cuts
began last October, starting from a
high of 14.25 percent, and
Wednesday ’s cut, if  confirmed,
would be the biggest so far.

“A cut of 100 basis points (one
percent) is the overall market con-
sensus. Inflation is on a benign tra-
jectory and this opens the door to
a cut,” Luis Pereira, strategy analyst
at Guide Investimentos, told AFP.
“However, economic activity con-
tinues to be very weak and the
bank needs to pay attention to the
labor market which has deteriorat-

ed more rapidly than expected.”
Analysts say that the Selic is like-

ly to fall as low as 8.5 percent by
the end of this year, then likely stay
there next year until presidential
elections are held. What the bank
hopes is that “people and business-
es will have less incentive to save
and this will increase the tendency
of capital to funnel into investment
and consumption and to increase
activity,” said economist Wellington
Ramos at Austin Rating. “It’s clear
that activity is low and the recovery
is very gradual, but since inflation is
not a risk now there are a lot of
arguments for a more aggressive
rate cut,” Ramos said.

In April, Brazil registered its low-
est quarterly inflation since 1994 at
0.96 percent. Annual inflation is
currently 4.57 percent. Analysts
expect inflation to end at 4.09 per-
cent this year, under the official tar-
get of 4.5 percent.

The economy, however, remains
stubbornly stuck in the country’s
worst recession on record. Gross
domestic product shrank 3.6 per-
cent last year and 3.8 percent in
2015. In March, the government
lowered its forecast for this year to
annual growth of just 0.5 percent,
down from one percent. —AFP

Brazil to speed up 

rate cuts: Analysts

Milan’s abandoned factories: A portrait of change

TOKYO: Toshiba Corp filed twice-delayed business
results yesterday without an endorsement from its
auditor and warned its very survival was in doubt,
deepening a prolonged crisis at the Japanese con-
glomerate.

“There are material events and conditions that
raise substantial doubt about the company’s ability
to continue as a going concern,” Toshiba said in
announcing bigger than previously estimated loss-
es for the nine months through December.

The filing carried a disclaimer from auditor
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) Aarata LLC that it
was unable to form an opinion of the results,
increasing the likelihood that shares in the nuclear-
to-TVs company will be delisted from the Tokyo
Stock Exchange (TSE).

The move is a first for a major Tokyo-based firm,
and puts the stock exchange centre-stage as it
weighs the pros and cons of forcing Toshiba to
delist. Toshiba CEO Satoshi Tsunakawa expressed
regret that the auditor could not form an opinion,
and said Toshiba pressed ahead with submitting its
results rather than seek an unprecedented third
delay. “The decision on any delisting is for the stock
exchange to make,” he told a news conference in
Tokyo, the latest in a string of briefings that have
opened with apologies to shareholders. “We will do

our utmost to avoid it.” Failing to act tough with
Toshiba would bring into question authorities’ cred-
ibility in maintaining standards for investors, but a
delisting would complicate the crisis at Toshiba,
increasing its financing costs and exposing it to fur-
ther lawsuits from angry shareholders.

Accountants have been questioning the num-
bers at US nuclear subsidiary Westinghouse Electric
Co, where massive cost overruns at four nuclear
reactors under construction in the Southeastern
United States have forced its Japanese parent to
estimate a $9 billion annual net loss and take dras-
tic measures. PwC is questioning not only recent
results, but also probing the books at Westinghouse
for the business year through March 2016, sources
have said, declining to be identified as they were
not authorized to speak on the matter publicly.

The decision on whether or not to delist Toshiba
now rests with the TSE. Toshiba has been on its
supervision list since mid-March after failing to clear
up concerns about its internal controls a year and a
half after a 2015 accounting scandal. There are no
set rules governing how long the bourse should
take to come to a conclusion. Toshiba has put up its
prized memory chip unit and other assets for sale,
and Westinghouse has filed for Chapter 11 protec-
tion from creditors.

Toshiba also said yesterday it was considering an
initial public offering or sale of smart meter group
Landis+Gyr. Reuters last month reported that
Toshiba was preparing a potential $2 billion divest-
ment of the Swiss-based business.

Foxconn chips bid?
Separately, Taiwan’s Foxconn has offered up to 3

trillion yen ($27 billion) for Toshiba’s chip business,
nearly $10 billion higher than Toshiba’s own esti-
mate, the Wall Street Journal reported, citing peo-
ple familiar with the matter. Such a proposal by
Foxconn would also put Japanese regulators in a
tough position as they have vowed to vet bidders
to block a sale to investors it deems a risk to nation-
al security. Foxconn is considered such a risk
because of its close ties to China.

Japan’s trade minister Hiroshige Seko repeated
yesterday that Toshiba’s chip technology was
important, not only for Japan’s growth strategy, but
also in terms of jobs and information security.

“For those reasons, we continue to carefully
monitor Toshiba’s business conditions and the sale
of its chip business,” he said. Toshiba declined to
comment on its chips business. Foxconn, formally
known as Hon Hai Precision Industry, also declined
to comment. — Reuters 

DA R  E S  S A L A A M :  Uncer ta int y
over government policies and a
slowdown in the private sector cut
Tanzania’s gross domestic product
growth to an estimated 6.9 per-
cent in 2016 from 7.2 percent the
previous year, the World Bank said
yesterday.

Growth is still supported by sub-
stantial government investment in
infrastructure, including a standard
gauge railway, new roads and
expanding the ports.

But investors have been unnerved
by unpredictable policies from the
government of President John
Magufuli,  nicknamed “ The
Bulldozer” for his pugnacious gov-
erning style. A steep drop in money
supply and a spike in non-perform-
ing loans have also hampered pri-
vate sector credit growth.

“Policy adjustments, if they occur
frequently, could cause uncertainty
for the private sector,  and this
uncertainty could dampen private
sector investment decisions,” the
World Bank said in its latest eco-
nomic update for Tanzania. “ The
government should pay more atten-
tion to, and be more explicit about,
the potential unintended conse-
quences of government policies on
the private sector.”

It said Tanzania’s economic

growth in 2016 probably slowed to
6.9 percent, slightly below the gov-
ernment forecast of 7.2 percent.
Government officials were not imme-
diately available for a comment.
Tanzanian banks have tried to shield
themselves against a steep rise in
non-performing loans by creating a
large buffer in the form of high inter-
est rates, increasing the cost of bor-
rowing, it said.

The World Bank said government
cost-cutting measures, including
restricting travel for officials, could
hurt the private sector. “Government
meetings in tourist resorts have been
banned - an example of how public
administration reforms could also
impact the private sector, which
relies significantly on government
demand,” it said.

After  coming into off ice in
November 2015, Magufuli launched
a crackdown on tax evasion target-
ing large companies. Some foreign
investors say they could now scale
back operations or expansion plans
because of  tougher demands
placed on firms, including higher
tax bills. “ The negative business
sentiment indicators point to the
need for  the government to
promptly engage in public-private
dialogue on investment climate,”
the bank said. — Reuters 

MILAN: Brushwood were born in front of a placard reading in Italian ‘workers
exit’, at the abandoned headquarters of the Rizzoli publishing house in Milan.
Lombardy is Italy’s most productive region with an annual GDP of 337 billion
euros, making it Europe’s second most productive region. And yet the landscape
is dotted with ghosts of industries past. —AP

Toshiba files results unapproved 

by auditor; delisting feared

Toshiba books $4.82bn April-December net loss

TOKYO: Toshiba Corp President Satoshi Tsunakawa arrives for a press conference at the company’s headquarters in Tokyo yesterday. — AP

Tanzania’s economic growth 

slowed by policy crisis: WB



WASHINGTON: The world isn’t doing
enough to help workers and communi-
ties damaged by free trade, the
International Monetary Fund, World Bank
and World Trade Organization say.

In a report Monday, the three multina-
tional groups repeated their longstand-
ing view that free trade spreads broad
economic benefits. Open markets and
increased competition can help poor
countries rise from poverty, lower prices
in rich countries and force companies
and countries to become more efficient
and focus on what they do best.

But drawing on recent research, they
admit that those who lose out in global
competition can be hit harder and suffer
longer than previously understood. The
organizations want countries to make it
easier for people to switch careers or
move where jobs are, and in some cases
to provide insurance for lost wages.

The report comes amid a backlash
against globalization in the United States
and Europe. President Donald Trump was
elected after promising to renegotiate or
tear up trade agreements and to consider

imposing trade sanctions against coun-
tries that use what he calls unfair trade
practices. British voters decided last year
to leave the European Union, a rebuke to
policymakers who had sought ever closer
economic ties between the countries of
Europe. After surging in the 1990s and
much of the 2000s, global trade has fal-
tered since the Great Recession. Last year,
world trade grew just 1.9 percent, the
slowest since the recession year 2009.

Roberto Azevedo, the head of the
World Trade Organization, said after a
meeting with German Chancellor Angela
Merkel in Berlin on Monday that it was
important to note the positive impacts of
trade “But also we must recognize the
concerns of people about trade and the
impact that it can have in their lives,” he
told reporters. “We need to ensure the
benefits of trade are shared more widely.
We should also recognize at the same
time that 80 percent of the jobs that are
lost today in the advanced economies are
not due to imports. They are lost because
of new technologies, innovation and
higher productivity.” — AP
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WASHINGTON: US employers posted more open
positions in February, but the number of people
getting hired and the number quitting jobs fell.
The overall figures suggest that the job market
remains healthy, although it has yet to take off dur-
ing the early stages of the Trump presidency.

The Labor Department said yesterday that job
openings rose 2.1 percent in February to a season-
ally adjusted 5.7 million. While more employers are
seeking workers, hiring fell 2 percent compared to
January to 5.3 mill ion. Job openings have
increased 3.2 percent over the past 12 months.

More than 2.5 million people quit their jobs in
February, but that was a sharp 19.6 percent decline
from January. This may be a sign that workers have
mixed confidence about the economy, since work-
ers typically quit either when they have another

job, or are optimistic they can find one.
An increased pace of quits can also boosts

wages, because most people quit for a new job at
higher pay. It also indicates that employers may be
recruiting workers from other jobs by offering big-
ger paychecks. The government said last week that
employers added a net total of 98,000 jobs in
March. But on average over the past three months,
employers have added 178,000 jobs a month — an
average that economists say is closer to the under-
lying trend. The unemployment rate fell two-
tenths to 4.5 percent. Those figures are net gains
after layoffs, quits and retirements are subtracted
from overall hiring. Yesterday’s data come from the
Job Openings and Labor Turnover survey, or JOLTS.
They are more detailed and provide a fuller view of
the job market than the monthly jobs report. — AP

US employers posted

more jobs in February 

ATLANTA: Georgia Department of Labor services specialist Louis Holliday (right) helps a woman
with a job search on a computer at an unemployment office in Atlanta. — AP

LONDON: Customers browse for fruit and vegetables on a food stall at Whitechapel Market in east London yesterday. Rising clothing and food
prices kept British annual inflation at its highest level in three and a half years in March, official data showed yesterday. — AFP

LONDON: Britain is expected to radically over-
haul agricultural policy after it leaves the
European Union and the bloc may have to make
changes too when it loses Britain’s net contribu-
tions to the region’s farming budget. For the first
time in decades, farmers in Britain will have to
fight for a slice of government funds with depart-
ments such as health and education once
Brussels hands over the purse strings for farming
budgets to London.

Britain’s exit also spells trouble for EU farmers
as the country puts more into the bloc’s
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) than it takes
out, meaning subsides for farmers on the conti-
nent could also fall unless the funding gap is
plugged. British farmers have been shielded by a
powerful farming lobby within Europe and bene-
fit from EU subsidies, preferential trade deals and
access to cheap seasonal labour, but they fear
they will be losers on all three fronts in a post-
Brexit world.

“The bloody-mindedness of the French or the
Irish in standing up for agriculture was not just
standing up for their farmers but actually
brought a good deal for us as well. Without them
we are more vulnerable,” said Nigel Miller, who
has a sheep and cattle farm near Galashiels in
Scotland’s Borders region. “The reality is, as a
farmer, I don’t see the UK government expending
a lot of negotiating capital to protect agriculture.
Their main issue when they look for trade deals
will be financial services, banking, etc,” Miller said.

Britain voted to leave the 28-nation EU in a
referendum in June last year. It has two years to
sort out the terms of the divorce before it comes
into effect in March 2019. In 2015, British farmers
received 3.25 billion euros ($3.5 billion) from the
EU’s agriculture fund in direct payments based
chiefly on the amount of land they farm, essen-
tially a form of income support that does not
take individual needs into account.

The government has guaranteed payments
will be maintained until 2020 but farming and
environment minister Andrea Leadsom said in
February there would be a major policy overhaul
when the EU subsidies stop.

Wealthy individuals 
On average, British farmers get about 15,000

pounds ($18,700) a year from direct payments
and an EU rural development fund. For some,
direct payments account for 70 percent of their
income.  But a significant chunk goes to wealthy
individuals who are large landowners. An investi-
gation by environmental lobby group
Greenpeace showed that in 2015 the top 100
recipients of EU direct payments in Britain
received more in total than the bottom 55,119
recipients combined.

Berkeley Hill, professor of policy analysis at
Imperial College London, said any overhaul
should ensure funds go to farmers making deci-
sions that benefit the environment, or help them
cope with disasters such as flooding or foot-and-
mouth disease. “It has the potential to be quite
radical. What is the taxpayer getting in return for
all this money? Most of it does not go to poor
farmers,” said Hill.

Greenpeace campaigner Hannah Martin
hopes the government will reshape Britain’s food
and farming policy so payments are for the “com-
mon good”, rather than just rewarding landown-
ers for owning land. “That means, landowners
getting the money are doing positive things like
boosting rural economies, ensuring food produc-

tion is genuinely sustainable, reducing flood-risk,
maintaining healthy soils and protecting biodi-
versity,” she said.

Britain has about 18.4 million hectares of agri-
cultural land of which more than half is classified
as permanent grassland, according to govern-
ment data for 2015. Wheat is the leading arable
crop with 1.8 million hectares while others
include barley, rapeseed, oats, rye, sugar beet
and potatoes.

Spending cuts 
British farmers fear that in a post-Brexit world

preferential trade deals could end, seasonal
workers from the EU may find it harder to come
to Britain and subsidies will stop. The farm lobby
has been a powerful force in Brussels but has less
influence in Britain where, according to European
Commission data for 2014, agriculture accounts
for 1.2 percent of employment, compared with
an EU average of 4.7 percent.

A National Farmers Union (NFU) survey late
last year showed British farmers overall plan to
reduce spending on machinery by 26 percent
and cut investment on land by 31 percent over

the next three years because of uncertainty
caused by Brexit. In budget terms, Britain will
benefit from leaving the EU as it puts more into
the bloc’s CAP than it gets out. But that does
not necessarily mean farmers will be the ones
to benefit.

“The moment you are putting payments to
farmers up against the National Health Service,
care in the community, education ... You can see
it is going to take its share of cuts,” said Sean
Rickard, a former chief economist for the NFU.
Farmers also worry that when it to comes to
trade deals and EU market access, sectors such as
financial services will be a much higher priority
for the government, and any new EU trade tariffs
could have a significant impact.

The EU is Britain’s most important trading
partner for most agricultural sectors. In 2015-16,
for example, about 80 percent of UK wheat
exports went to the EU, mainly the Netherlands,
Portugal and Spain. There is also concern that
new trading arrangements with countries out-
side the EU could leave farmers vulnerable to
cheap imports from agricultural powerhouses
such as Brazil and the United States. — Reuters

Brexit to trigger UK farm policy 

overhaul and EU funding gap
Payments to British farmers likely to be cut post-Brexit

NEW YORK: Telecom firm Altice, led by bil-
lionaire Patrick Drahi, said yesterday its
Altice USA affiliate has filed papers in
preparation for an initial public offering
(IPO) on the New York Stock Exchange.

A so-called “registration statement” has
been filed with the US Securities and
Exchange Commission, it said, but the
number of shares on offer and their price
range had yet to be determined.

Ahead of the announcement, a bank-
ing source familiar with the matter told
AFP Monday that this key first step would
be followed by a series of “road show” pre-
sentations to investors ahead of the flota-
tion and the start of trading over the sum-
mer.  The funds raised would go to reduce
debt and finance additional acquisitions
in the United States, where Altice current-
ly ranks as the number four cable operator
with operations in about 20 states, the
source said.

The offering comes at a time of flux in
the US telecoms landscape, with the
administrat ion of  President Donald
Trump expected to employ a light touch
on regulation.

Altice USA could acquire ventures such
as Verizon’s Fios or Cox Communications,
banking sources told AFP.  Cox has said it is
not for sale, but it could potentially emerge
as a corporate partner to Altice USA. Altice
plans to raise up to $2 billion with the
transaction, from selling five to 10 percent
of the available shares, valuing the enter-
prise at $25-30 billion, the source said. 

Drahi would maintain 70 percent of
the company, with the shares for sale
coming from Canadian pension fund
CPPIB and BC Partners, which together
now hold 30 percent.

The IPO would be the second biggest of
the year after Snapchat parent Snap raised
$3.4 billion in March. —  AFP

PYONGYANG, North Korea: North Korea’s
most famous luxury hotel has reopened
after renovations that modernized its
1980s, vaguely Soviet, style. The Koryo is
one of Pyongyang’s best-known and most
visible landmarks, with its twin towers in
the center of the capital. It was closed for
several months while the first three floors
were remodeled.  The guest rooms weren’t
changed.

People entering the hotel are now
greeted by a brighter and more up-to-date
look that - possibly to the disappointment
of many exotica-seeking foreigners - is a
sharp contrast with the opulent and
vaguely Soviet style of its prior lobby. The
Koryo was built in 1985 under the instruc-
tions of North Korea’s “eternal president,”
the late national founder Kim Il Sung, who
wanted it to be a symbol of the country’s
strength and modernity. It is a popular
spot for socializing among local elites, for-
eign businessmen, diplomats and others
who are able to afford its relatively high

prices - a cappuccino in its lobby coffee
shop goes for about $7. The cheapest
rooms are $100 to $120 a night.

The hotel, located near Pyongyang’s
main train station, also features an indoor
pool and sauna, several places to eat,
including a revolving restaurant atop one
of its towers, a bookstore and other ameni-
ties one could only dream of in a provincial
North Korean hotel.

In 2015 a major fire charred its upper
floors, though the extent of damage and
other information about the blaze has nev-
er been disclosed. At 43 stories, the Koryo
has long been eclipsed in height by other
hotels. One of them is the 47-story
Yanggakdo, and, tallest of all, the 105-story,
pyramid-shaped Ryugyong.

The Yanggakdo is more popular with
budget or first-time visitors and is consid-
ered a notch or two lower than the Koryo,
while the Ryugyong has been under con-
struction for decades and has never been
open for guests. — AP

Altice USA files for Wall 

Street share flotation

Pyongyang luxury hotel 

gets more modern, 

less Soviet style

PYONGYANG: In this Oct 27, 2014 file photo, people wait in the lobby of the Koryo
hotel before it underwent renovations, in Pyongyang. — AP

Countries should help those 

hurt by free trade: Report

JOHANNESBURG: Barclays’ plan to sell its
African business and pull out of the continent
are being hindered by South Africa’s political
upheaval and credit-rating downgrades,
according to banking sources and fund man-
agers. The British bank gave itself 2-3 years to
sell its controlling stake in Johannesburg-based
Barclays Africa when it announced the plan in
early 2016, and sold 12 percent last May in an
“accelerated bookbuild” - a share sale held over
a short period of time. 

It had been planning another accelerated
bookbuild in the last two weeks but pushed it
back because of concerns over investor
appetite due to political and economic uncer-
tainty in South Africa, according to a banking
source familiar with the plans. 

The source, who asked not to be named as
they are not authorized to speak publicly, did
not say when the deal might now take place.

A spokesman for Barclays in London
declined to comment. South Africa has been
mired in business uncertainty since late last
year when the ruling African National Congress
(ANC) pledged to radically transform the econ-
omy following losses in local elections that
were partly caused by anger over deep
inequality that persists more than two decades
after apartheid. 

It said it would redistribute the wealth of the
country to the black majority, but has not out-
lined how it plans to do so. Investor unease
increased significantly two weeks ago with the
sacking of respected finance minister Pravin
Gordhan which led to S&P Global Ratings cut-
ting the credit rating of South Africa and its
banks to junk. 

Fitch also pushed Pretoria’s debt into junk
territory and is expected to also downgrade
local banks in the coming days because their
large exposure to sovereign debt closely links
their credit profile to that of the government.

The downgrades have heightened the risk

of a prolonged economic stagnation and rat-
tled investor confidence in banks, whose per-
formance is closely linked to the economy, wip-
ing out more than 132 billion rand ($9.5 billion)
from their market value in two weeks.  The pool
of potential buyers to which Barclays’ can sell
shares in its African business to is also shrink-
ing, according to bankers, because the man-
dates of some institutional investors, including
some pension funds, do not allow them to hold
an asset that’s sliding on credit ratings.

“Barclays Plc have to make a tough call - go
ahead and sell Barclays Africa at a low enough
price that will attract investors or wait, possibly
a few years, until the situation has stabilised,”
said Kokkie Kooyman, portfolio manager at
Dekker Capital in Cape Town.

‘Paying price’
The British bank said early last year that it

planned to reduce its 62 percent stake in its
African business to below 20 percent by 2019
as part of its plan to exit Africa to focus on the
United States and Britain. As well as hindering
its global strategy, delays in the sale timetable
could throw up regulatory problems. 

Barclays is partly relying on funds raised
from the stake sale to meet capital require-
ments that were identified as a concern by the
Bank of England in a November “stress test”
aimed at gauging its ability to withstand finan-
cial shocks.  The lender faces the annual test
again late this year, and the British regulator
could ask it to submit plans to raise extra capi-
tal if it has not met the requirements. Barclays is
increasingly looking at selling its remaining 50
percent stake in chunks because it is struggling
to find one strategic buyer that will satisfy
South African regulators, sources have previ-
ously said. Barclays Africa earns more than 80
percent of its revenue in South Africa, but also
operates in nine other including Kenya, Ghana,
Botswana and Mozambique.  — Reuters

South African tumult hinders 

Barclays’ exit from continent
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LONDON: Nervous investors sought shelter in
gold, Treasuries and the yen yesterday as grow-
ing tensions over Syria put the US administra-
tion and Russia on a collision course.

European shares edged higher, reversing ear-
ly falls, but Wall Street looked set to open lower,
according to index futures , as uncertainty over
looming French presidential elections also sim-
mered. US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson car-
ried a unified message from world powers to
Moscow, denouncing Russian support for Syria,
after a meeting with foreign ministers of the
Group of Seven major advanced economies and
Middle East allies.

Western countries blame Syrian President

Bashar Al-Assad for last week’s deadly gas
attack. US President Donald Trump responded
by firing cruise missiles at a Syrian air base.
Russian President Vladimir Putin has stood by
Moscow’s ally Assad, who denies blame. Gold hit
its highest since November, emerging market
stocks were on their worst run of the year so far,
while the euro fell to a four-month low versus a
broadly stronger Japanese yen. 

“It’s a relatively modest reaction but there is a
lot of geopolitical risk in global markets at the
moment,” said TD Securities European head of
currency strategy Ned Rumpeltin. “There is Syria,
there is more uncertainty about the US econo-
my after relatively weak jobs numbers and we

have French elections coming up.” The latest
polls from France are providing another twist in
the race for the presidency, with far-left candi-
date Jean-Luc Melenchon making ground
against the rest of the pack before the first
round of voting on April 23.

This has raised the possibility that Melenchon
could square off against far-right leader Marine
Le Pen - both of whom are eurosceptics - in the
election’s decisive second round in May.  

German Bunds yields dipped below 0.20 per-
cent for the first time in more than five weeks,
before edging higher, while French yields hit a
one-week high of 0.96 percent leaving the gap
between the two - a key gauge of investors’ con-

cerns - at its widest in six weeks. “After
Britain’s Brexit referendum and the US pres-
idential election surprised markets in 2016,
could this event do the same?,” Mark
Burgess, global head of equities at
Columbia Threadneedle in London, wrote
in a note. Then pan-European STOXX 600
share index eked out gains of 0.1 percent,
led higher by miners as the gold price rose.
MSCI’s main index of Asia-Pacific shares,
excluding Japan fell 0.2 percent. Emerging
market shares were on track for their first
four-day losing streak of 2017.

Gold, sought at times of global tension
as a safe place to store wealth, last traded
up 0.3 percent on the day at almost $1,258

an ounce. The precious metal hit a five-
month high above $1,270 on Friday after
the US missile strike on Thursday. The dol-
lar fell 0.1 percent against a basket of other
major currencies. The greenback weakened
0.4 percent to 110.53 yen and 0.2 percent
to $1.0616 per euro. Sterling rose 0.2 per-
cent to $1.2441.

Oil retreated from five-week highs hit
earlier in the day as concerns about rising
US shale production offset a shutdown at
Libya’s largest oilfield over the weekend
and the U.S. strikes against Syria that had
supported prices. Global benchmark Brent
fell 4 cents to $55.94, breaking a six-session
winning streak. — Reuters

Investors play safe as Syria tensions rise 

TOKYO: A woman walks past an electronic stock indicator of a securities firm in
Tokyo yesterday. Shares were mostly lower yesterday in Asia amid growing wariness
over tensions with North Korea. — AP

NEW YORK: Traditional financial literacy
efforts haven’t been a rousing success.
Research from Harvard Business School
shows that even Americans who are
taught personal finance in school don’t
seem to save more or manage credit bet-
ter than anyone else.

That’s why many experts concerned
about Americans’ money habits - includ-
ing regulators such as the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau and financial
think tanks such as the Center for
Financial Services Innovation - are pro-
moting the concept of financial health.

“Financial literacy is really what you
know. Financial health is the outcome,”
says Rachel Schneider, the center’s senior
vice president. “You might know what to
do, but the gap between knowing and
behavior is huge.”

The concept of financial health also
acknowledges the forces beyond our
control. Just as physical health is a combi-
nation of behavior, genes and access to
good medical care, financial health is a
result of personal decisions and abilities,
the economy and access to good, unbi-
ased financial services and advice.

“There is an element of personal
responsibility, but it’s more than that,”
Schneider says.

Definitions of financial health typi-
cally have three factors in common:

•  You can manage your day-to-day
financial life

•  You can absorb a financial shock
•  You’re on track to meet your financial

goals How do you get there? These eight
behaviors can help: YOU SPEND LESS
THAN YOU EARN. This is the foundation
for financial health. You can’t get out of
debt or save for the future if your expens-
es eat up all your available income.

•  YOU PAY BILLS ON TIME. You man-
age your cash flow and meet your regular
financial obligations. Missing payments
costs you money in late fees, hurts your
credit and causes stress.

•  YOU HAVE A DECENT EMERGENCY
FUND. “Decent” varies according to your
circumstances. The Center for Financial
Services Innovation, which developed
ways financial institutions can measure
consumer financial health, would like to
see everyone have six months’ worth of
living expenses set aside. But as little as
$250 can be enough to save a low-
income family from a serious financial
setback, according to a study by the
Urban Institute, a policy research group.
What’s more important than the amount

is developing a habit of saving regularly
so you continually replenish your coffers.

•  YOU’RE ON TRACK WITH RETIRE-
MENT SAVINGS. How much you need
will vary by age and circumstance, but
you’ve done the calculations and are set-
ting aside money regularly to get there. If
you have other goals, such as buying a
home, you should be saving toward
those as well.

•  YOUR DEBT LOAD IS SUSTAIN-
ABLE. The Center for Financial Services
Innovation recommends that mortgage
payments consume no more than 28 per-
cent of your pretax income and that all
debt payments, including a mortgage,
should be less than 36 percent. Another
benchmark is the 50/30/20 budget: Keep
housing payments and other must-have
expenses - transportation, food, utilities,
child care, insurance and minimum loan
payments - to 50 percent or less of your
after-tax income. That will leave you 30
percent for wants and 20 percent for debt
repayment and savings. An even simpler
gauge is whether your debt keeps you up
at night.

•  YOU DON’T ROUTINELY CARRY
CREDIT CARD OR OTHER HIGH-RATE
DEBT. Mortgages pay for homes that can
increase in value, and student loans pro-
vide an education that can help increase
your income. That’s why they’re often
described as “good” debt, when used in
moderation. There’s typically nothing
good about credit card debt, which often
leaves you paying for items long after
you’ve used them up.

•  YOU HAVE GOOD CREDIT SCORES.
Some people treat credit scores as a proxy
for financial health. They really measure
only how well you repay debt. But good
credit is a safety net when you need it. It’s
also a money-saver even if you’re not plan-
ning to borrow; bad credit can increase
your insurance premiums, prevent you
from getting an apartment and force you
to pay larger deposits for utilities.

•  YOU’RE APPROPRIATELY INSURED.
You want to be protected against finan-
cial shocks that could wipe you out,
including medical bills, lawsuits, natural
disasters or the death of a family mem-
ber. Health insurance is a must, and so is
homeowners or renters insurance. If you
have a vehicle, you need auto insurance
with liability limits at least equal to your
net worth. If anyone is dependent on
your income or services - we’re looking at
you, too, stay-at-home parents - you likely
need life and disability insurance. — AP

Concerns over money 

habit of Americans

RESEARCH REPORT

NEW YORK: The dollar fell broadly yester-
day as geopolitical risk and declining US
Treasury yields pushed traders out of the
greenback.  The Japanese yen rose broadly,
as possible US action in Syria and North
Korea, and a resurgence of a previously
written-off leftist contender in France’s
presidential race prompted buying of the
safe-haven currency.

The possibility of some kind of US mili-
tary action against North Korea in response
to its weapons tests grew after US missile
strikes against Syria last week in retaliation
for a chemical weapons attack on civilians.
US Treasury yields fell for a second straight
day as anxiety increased.

Buying of Treasuries and the yen also
jumped after Reuters reported black
smoke was rising from part of an airfield in
Moscow. The smoke turned out to be
caused by gas burning nearby, and the
move was a “knee-jerk reaction,” analysts
said. The yen rose as much as 0.6 percent
to 110.21 yen against the dollar in early

North American trading. The dollar was last
trading at 110.31 yen. “It shows how nerv-
ous markets are about the geopolitical sit-
uation,” said Marc Chandler, global head of
currency strategy at Brown Brothers
Harriman. “And at the end of the day the
focus on the geopolitical data is coming
without much serious economic data.”

The euro also fell against the yen as
investors weighed the possibility of a face-
off between far-right candidate Marine Le
Pen and left-wing candidate Jean-Luc
Melenchon, who has surged in polls
recently. If the euro holds yesterday’s
downturn, it would mark 11 straight days
of losses against the Japanese currency,
the longest streak in the history of the
euro, Chandler noted.

“We see further downside as risks ahead
of the first round of the French presidential
elections have grown of late... so all that (is)
boosting demand for safe havens,” said
Valentin Marinov, head of FX strategy at
Credit Agricole in London. — Reuters

Dollar falls as investors 

seek safe-haven yen 
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BEIJING/SHANGHAI: South Korean companies
in China have been c lobbered by Bei j ing’s
angry response to Seoul’s decision to deploy a
US anti-missile system, but the boycotts and
regulatory pressure on firms like Hyundai and
Lotte are rebounding on their Chinese workers
and suppliers.

South Korean businesses are a major employer
in China, with firms such as Hyundai Motor Co,
smartphone manufacturer Samsung Electronics
Co, and retail giant Lotte Group directly creating
some 700,000 jobs in China, according to a Korea
trade promotion agency, and there are many more
down the supply chain. Hyundai, which says its
Chinese affiliates and suppliers alone create a total
of 90,000 jobs, has responded to falling sales by
cutting production.

In Beijing’s industrial suburb of Shunyi, where
Hyundai has its biggest overseas manufacturing
base, its suppliers, workers and local retailers who
depend on them are feeling the pinch.

“We haven’t worked weekends since a month
ago and don’t know when it will get back to nor-
mal,” said a supplier of hub caps to Hyundai.

“We can do nothing but wait while losing mon-
ey.” Hyundai’s Beijing plants, which used to run 24
hours, seven days a week, are now running just
8am to 5pm on a four-day week, its workers say,
and concerns of further output cuts are unnerving
those working in its supply chain and local stores.
Couriers complain deliveries to Hyundai’s main
plant have dropped by between a half and two-
thirds, while the owner of a nearby convenience
store said his business had been hit because
salaries at the plant were down.

The chief executive of a South Korean auto parts
supplier employing over 100 Chinese employees
said his factory’s utilization rate had dropped by 30
percent. He had not laid anyone off yet, but said
the future was uncertain.

“We have no choice but to reduce Chinese
workers if the situation is prolonged. There are no
signs that the situation would get better anytime
soon,” he said. Hyundai itself said there was “no
current impact on employment in China”, that it
was fully committed to the Chinese market, and
would “continue to do our utmost to protect our
employees in the region”.

Collateral damage 
The dispute over the THAAD missile defense

system, which South Korea and the United States
say is needed to contain the threat from North
Korea, has prompted calls for boycotts in Chinese
media and increased regulatory scrutiny for
South Korean firms.

Lotte Group, which has suffered a local boycott
of its products since it agreed to provide land for
the US missile defense system, closed 75 of its 99
hypermarkets in China in recent weeks after regu-
latory inspections by authorities. It said workers at
affected stores were being paid in full as per
Chinese law.

This could drop to 60-70 percent in the second
month of closure, but the firm would “pay the most
it can”, a Lotte Mart spokesman said. Lotte Group
employs 20,000 people in China.

Reuters spoke to five Lotte employees in stores
around China who said they were still being paid
and that workers were still coming into closed
stores to check expiry dates and handle inventory.

Corporate risk analysts said China was willing
to accept some “tolerable collateral damage”,

and it was being strategic in the areas it target-
ed, avoiding, for now, big employers like tech
giant Samsung.

“They’ve pretty carefully targeted Lotte in terms
of what the government has orchestrated, as well as
tourism, flights and duty free,” said Andrew Gilholm,
director of analysis for China and North Asia at risk
consultancy Control Risks. He said the stand-off
could go on at least until South Korea has new lead-
ership, following the impeachment last month that
ended the presidency of Park Geun-hye.

“Beijing is likely to keep the pressure on until the
new government is set up in Seoul and has made its
position (on THAAD) clear,” he said. For now, Korean
firms are keeping their heads down waiting for the
row to blow over. But workers and dealers remain
anxious, with sales showing no signs of recovery
and no idea when things might return to normal.

“The recent slide has been very serious. Normally
we sell more than 100 vehicles in a month. Now we
can only shift 30,” said a Hyundai dealer in Beijing.

“Anti-Korean sentiment has soared, and lots of
consumers aren’t willing to buy South Korean cars,”
he said. — Reuters 

Korea Inc’s China troubles rattle local workers

WASHINGTON: US trade negotiators will try to
hammer out deals with China over the next 100
days to resume imports of American beef and
to allow US access to China’s closed services
sector, White House spokesman Sean Spicer
said on Monday.

Spicer said that US and Chinese officials
were still at the early stages of “fleshing out” a
pledge by President Donald Trump and Chinese
President Xi Jinping to develop 100-day plan to
help reduce China’s massive trade surplus with
the United States that was made at their first
meeting in Florida last week. Asked in a press
briefing whether China had offered conces-
sions on beef and financial services access, as
reported by the Financial Times, Spicer said
these sectors were among topics that US-China
talks would cover.

“I think, obviously, beef exports and addi-
tional market access in China, intellectual
property, the ability to have foreign ownership,
especially in the services industry, is some-
thing that has been a big prize of US exporters
and industry for a long time,” Spicer said. “But it
is something that is being hammered out as
we go forward.”

Another Trump administration official said
US trade discussions with China will cover a
variety of sectors, and the meetings were just
getting started.

Asked about the FT’s report of beef and
financial services concessions by China, the
official said: “Two sectors is not considered
comprehensive.”  No decisions have been made
to revive negotiations over a US-China bilateral
investment treaty that were pursued by the

Obama administration last year, said the offi-
cial, who was not authorized to speak publicly
about US negotiating plans.  

China could become a massive export market
for US beef if a deal could be struck, said Brett
Stuart, chief executive of Global AgriTrends in
Denver. He said the Greater China region cur-
rently imports about $7 billion worth of beef
annually - a figure expected to grow as China’s
middle class expands. But China has purchased
hardly any American beef since it conditionally
lifted a longstanding import ban last year. The
ban was imposed in 2003 due to a case of
bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE), or
mad cow disease, in Washington state. “We have
yet to see US beef on Chinese tables,” said Craig
Uden, president of the National Cattlemen’s Beef
Association. — Reuters

US to seek China access for 

beef, services: White House
Talks still ‘at early stages of fleshing out’ a pledge

PARIS: It’s lunchtime and Parisians are queuing
for baguettes at a bakery on the Rue Montmartre,
a sight long typical of life in the French capital.
But three cyclists clad in neon-blue outfits chat
outside and regularly check the smartphones
strapped to their wrists, waiting for orders to
whisk meals from nearby restaurants and bistros
to other Parisians in their homes or offices.

They’re among an army of riders working for
the British-based Deliveroo firm who have rapidly
become a familiar sight pedalling up and down
the city’s boulevards.

These recent scenes in the Montorgueil district
of Paris offer two opposing visions for large parts
of France’s services economy; each is championed
by one of the candidates likely to contest the run-
off vote for the French presidency next month.

Far-right contender Marine Le Pen wants to
protect the likes of the traditional French baker or
driver of metered taxis in towns and cities across
the country from unfair competition.

Her centrist rival Emmanuel Macron sees the
“gig economy” of firms such as Deliveroo and the
US app-based cab service Uber as a model for
creating jobs particularly in the “banlieues” -
deprived suburban housing estates where unem-
ployment is almost three times the national rate.
Still, concern is growing about a new class of
working poor with no social protection, and
California-based Uber faced days of sometimes
violent protests by its French drivers in December
after raising fees it charges them to use the plat-
form. So, with the rapid emergence of new forms
of employment creating such frictions, the next
president will have to decide whether to say
“stop” or “more” to the gig economy.

On the Rue Montmartre, the Deliveroo riders
leant towards the view of Macron - a former
banker who tried to push through liberal reforms
as economy minister from 2014-16 - even though
they work as self-employed contractors without
protections such as accident insurance that
salaried staff automatically enjoy. One was 21-
year-old Nicolas Usunier, who dropped out of
college in his first year and looked in vain for a
job at bakeries and supermarkets. By contrast,
becoming a Deliveroo rider was quick and easy,
he told Reuters.

“I was struggling. Then I saw a guy doing that;
two weeks later I was on my bike going around
Paris,” he said. “I know some would like a real con-
tract, but I like the flexibility.”

Waiting for an order at the bakery in central
Paris, an-hour’s commute from his home, Usunier
says he has not seriously considered getting
insurance. “I will think about it the day I have an
accident,” he laughed.

The job argument 
France is famous for strong rights enjoyed

by those people who have traditional employ-
ment contracts. Their working week is set at
just 35 hours and firing them is difficult. Critics
say this makes employers reluctant to hire and
the price is chronic unemployment which, at
almost 10 percent is roughly double the rate in
Germany or Britain. 

Approaching a quarter of young workers
have no job. France is also struggling to inte-
grate generations of immigrants, failing to cre-
ate anything like enough jobs for those stuck on
the cities’ peripheries. But contrary to France’s

image of a country set in its ways, the gig econ-
omy - where people offer their labor without
the security of a traditional employment con-
tract, often in industries where smartphone
apps connect customers to businesses - is
changing the landscape.

France now has 1.1 million registered self-
contracting workers, although only 643,800
were active as of the middle of last year. That
compares with a labor force of about 29 million,
including just under 3.5 million unemployed.
However, one in four jobs created in the first half
of 2016 in the Paris region was due alone to cab
services operated by Uber and its rivals, accord-
ing to a study by the Boston Consulting Group
commissioned by the US company. 

The figure for what is known as the VTC sec-
tor - “transport vehicle with driver” - was lower
elsewhere as Uber is less active in provincial
cities, but still significant at 15 percent of new
net jobs in the whole of France.

Ironically, Uber and its competitors possibly
have more growth potential in France than in
generally less regulated economies such as
Britain and the United States.

Last year, there were just 5.6 VTC and tradi-
tional taxi drivers per 1,000 residents of greater
Paris compared with 12 in London and 17 in
New York, making it hard to find a cab at times.
Outside the capital, getting French taxi firms to
answer the phone late at night, let alone send
a car, can be an even more frustrating experi-
ence. Boston Consulting said almost 60,000
extra jobs could be created in Paris alone by
2022 if it came close to matching the London
or New York levels. —Reuters

France’s gig economy creates

hope and tension as poll looms

DEWSBURY: This file photo taken on July 05, 2015 shows a shop worker putting out
fruit and vegetables at a local supermarket in Savile Town, Dewsbury. — AFP

LONDON: Rising clothing and food prices
kept British annual inflation at its highest
level in three and a half years in March, offi-
cial data showed yesterday.

The 12-month inflation rate stood at 2.3
percent last month, the same rate as in
February, the Office for National Statistics
(ONS) said in a statement. That was broadly
in line with expectations. The last time
British inflation was higher was in
September 2013.

The impact of higher clothing and food
prices, along with alcohol and tobacco,
were largely offset by lower transport
costs-and air fares in particular. “The costs
of raw materials and the price of manufac-

tured goods leaving factories were both lit-
tle changed, as falling fuel prices helped
stem further rises,” said ONS statistician
Jonathan Athow.

The pound jumped against the dollar
immediately after the data release, but has
since handed back gains. Inflation has now
stood above the Bank of England’s 2.0-per-
cent target level for the last two months.
“March’s headline inflation figure in the UK
... flattened out at 2.3 percent and the Bank
of England is unlikely to change its unhur-
ried approach to raising headline interest
rates from their current record low of 0.25
percent,” noted AJ Bell investment director
Russ Mould. — AFP

BEIJING: Growth in China’s auto sales
plunged in March as demand for SUVs
weakened and purchases of sedans
contracted, an industry group reported
yesterday.

Sales of cars, minivans and SUVs in the
biggest market by number of vehicles
sold rose 1.7 percent from a year earlier,
according to the China Association of
Automobile Manufacturers. That was
down from 6.3 percent growth in the first
two months of the year.

Total vehicle sales, including trucks
and buses, rose 3 percent to 2.5 million.
Auto demand was forecast to cool after
Beijing raised a sales tax Jan. 1, but the
March decline was unexpectedly sharp.
Forecasters expect sales growth in mid-
single digits this year, down from last
year’s 15 percent.

A steady decline in sales growth is
squeezing global brands that look to
China’s crowded market to drive revenue
and newer local brands that are expand-
ing abroad. Sales of SUVs, which are
shoring up revenue for automakers as
demand in other segments plunges, rose
19.6 percent from a year earlier to
832,300. Still, that was down from 21.6
percent growth in January-February.

Sales of sedans shrank 4.9 percent to
990,000 units, down from 3.8 percent
growth in January-February. In the year
to date, overall market growth slowed to
4.6 percent, down 2.1 percentage points
from a year earlier, according to CAAM. It
said March exports rose 23.8 percent to
70,000 units.

Chinese drivers bought a total of 24.4
million vehicles last year after a 10 per-
cent sales tax on small-engine vehicles
was cut by half. Part of that was restored
in January, raising the tax from 5 percent
to 7.5 percent. General Motors Co said
sales of GM-brand vehicles by the com-
pany and its Chinese partners rose 16
percent to 345,448. It said SUV deliveries
rose 45 percent and Cadillac sales gained
63 percent. Ford Motor Co.’s luxury unit,
Lincoln, said first-quarter sales rose 114
percent to 11,731 vehicles. Nissan Motor
Co, the most popular Japanese brand in
China, said March sales rose 9 percent
over a year ago to 120,106 vehicles. It
said year-to-date sales were up 5.3 per-
cent to 314,347.

Toyota Motor Co. said sales rose 11.2
percent to 112,400 units. Sales for the
first three months were up 10.2 percent
at 296,000. — AP

UK inflation stuck at 

3.5-year high: Data

KUALA LUMPUR: Workers paint a residential apartment as high-rise buildings are seen in the background in Kuala Lumpur yesterday. —AFP

Chinese auto sales 

weaken sharply in 

March after tax rise

BAODING: In this Feb 19, 2017 photo, a worker walks past Haval SUV models
parked outside the Great Wall Motors assembly plant in Baoding in north
China’s Hebei province. — AP
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DUBAI: The third edition of the Top CEO
Conference drew to a spectacular close at Bay
La Sun Hotel & Marina, King Abdullah
Economic City (KAEC), where it made its
Saudi Arabian debut. The annual event is
organized by TRENDS magazine and INSEAD -
the leading international business school -
and serves to address the burning issues fac-
ing the corporate world today, with this year’s
edition taking place under the theme
‘Adapting to Disruption: New Roles, New
Realities’ to reflect the transformation in the
way C-level executives and businesses pre-
pare to make agile strides toward a sustain-
able future. 

Julien Hawari, Co-Chief Executive Officer of
Mediaquest, commented: “With a record num-
ber of CEOs and VPs from the Arabian Gulf
region in attendance this year, the Top CEO
Conference 2017 has been an open and pro-
ductive discussion between thought leaders,
executives and officials, framing global issues
in a regional context to help businesses to nav-
igate challenges, embrace a new reality, and
take their organizations forward in the right
direction. Key highlights on the successful
2017 agenda included ‘Big Data and Artificial
Intelligence’, ‘Challenges of Slow Growth’, ‘New
Technologies’ and Leadership 2.0.’”

“KAEC is very much at the heart of the
conversation around the future of business in
Saudi Arabia and the wider region,” said Fahd
Al-Rasheed, Group CEO and Managing
Director of King Abdullah Economic City. “Our
strategic position as the gateway into both
the Saudi Arabian and the broader Red Sea
markets makes us an ideal destination for
businesses seeking to explore the potential of
this fast-developing region. It has been a priv-
ilege to host the inaugural Top CEO
Conference to be held on Saudi soil and we
look forward to a fruitful relationship with this
important thought leadership event.”

The ‘Big Data and Artificial Intelligence’
session was hosted by Justine Cassell from
the Human Computer Interaction Institute,
who explored how AI and Big Data are trans-
forming both business and society. The ses-
sion shed light on the fantastic opportunities
offered by machine learning and AI, while

also assessing the risks involved in their
adoption, including the potential replace-
ment of jobs with algorithms and machines.
Presenting feasible solutions, the session
advocated building technology for good and
encouraging better global cooperation by
infusing human skills into AI.

A panel discussion on ‘Challenges of Slow
Growth’ was held between Dr Fahad M Al-
Turki, Jadwa Investment; Dr Lama Al Sulaiman,
Jeddah Chamber of Commerce; Eng. Yasser
Joharji, Nahdi Medical Company; Irene Mia,
The Economist Group; Khalid Suleiman
Aljasser, Arabian Centres; Khalid Al Rumaihi,
Bahrain Economic Development Board (EDB);
and CEO of Mediaquest Julien Hawari. The
panel addressed the end of the GCC’s era of
abundance and the urgent need to enable
sustainable growth and implement pragmatic
strategies, with a discussion on the govern-
ment reform programs that have been put in
place to stabilize the economy, and the impor-
tance of collaboration if businesses are to face
the changing scenario and counter the slow-
down. Offering a silver lining, the session also
provided insights into the possible advantages
of slower growth in the GCC region.

The ‘New Technologies’ panel discussion
saw dynamic debate related to the digital
Fourth Industrial Revolution, between Justine
Cassell, Human Computer Interaction
Institute; Issam AbdulRahim Kazim, Dubai

Corporation for Tourism and Commerce
Marketing; Anand Vengurlekar, INSEAD;
Ronaldo Mouchawar, Souq.com; Majed Al-
Suwaidi, Managing Director of Dubai Media

City, Dubai Studio City and Dubai Production
City; and Samer Bohsali from Strategy &.
Going beyond digital disruption in the virtual
world, the panel considered the real world
impact of technological advances such as 3D
printing. The discussion addressed the
increasingly rapid rate of progress that will be
witnessed over the next five years, which will
see virtual technologies becoming a reality
with the inevitable adoption of machine
learning. It also explored the magnitude and

regional impact of this upcoming change.
‘Leadership 2.0’ saw a panel discussing the
new generation of business leaders, who will
be required to operate in an ever more com-
plex, competitive and social-media-heavy
environment. Expert opinions were shared by
the speakers including Dr Ashraf Gamal El Din,
Hawkamah; Huda Al-Lawati, Savola Group;
Sushant Upadhyay, Aon Hewitt; Dr Lama Al-
Sulaiman, Jeddah Chamber of Commerce;
Hassan M Fattah, Brunswick; and Prof. Miguel
Sousa Lobo from INSEAD. The session present-
ed methods for leaders to take their business-
es to the next level, by walking the talk and
driving their companies’ transformation inde-
pendently - a challenge that will require high-
er levels of strategic flexibility, a new emphasis
on building trust between senior leadership
and younger employees, and concerted
efforts to stimulate leadership growth via
SMEs and entrepreneurial ventures. 

The Top CEO Conference has once again
been a huge success, cementing its position
as an essential leadership event for GCC busi-
ness leaders. With businesses in the GCC and
the Middle East at a significant turning point,
this year’s agenda has addressed the most
urgent issues, assessed their regional impact,
encouraged a dialogue among industry
experts, and provided valuable insights into
what lies ahead. Most importantly, we have
left the conference with forward-thinking

solutions that will shape the future of business
in the region for the better.

Mediaquest is one of the region’s largest,
most successful and most influential privately
owned media companies. Established in 1997,
Mediaquest’s mission is to inform, educate
and entertain audiences across the MENA
region, thereby building bridges between the
Arab world and the West. Mediaquest gener-
ates a combined online and offline portfolio
of more than 20 titles, covering marketing,
communications, women’s interests, lifestyle,
entertainment and automotive. Reputed
brands include: Marie Claire Arabia, Haya
magazine and Buro 24/7 Middle East, as well
as the highly regarded business-to-business
titles: TRENDS magazine, Gulf Marketing
Review, Saneou Al-Hadath, Arabies and
Communicate. Mediaquest’s dedicated dot-
mena network hosts 75 premium websites
that attract more than 41 million unique visi-
tors each month. Mediaquest creates, project-
manages and delivers some of the region’s
best-known industry events, including the
Festival of Media MENA Conference and
Awards; Arab Luxury World, a conference on
the business of luxury; the Top CEO
Conference and Awards; the Marketing to
Women Conference; and the prestigious
annual MENA Effie Awards, which are recog-
nized as a benchmark for achievement in the
region’s marketing sphere. 

3rd edition of Top CEO Conference 2017 draws to a close

Event welcomes a record number of top VPs and CEOs from across region

KUWAIT: Supporting the developing value
chain in the plastics industry, EQUATE
Petrochemical Company, a global producer of
petrochemicals, supported the Gulf
Petrochemicals and Chemicals Association
(GPCA) PlastiCon Conference 2017 for the eighth
consecutive year, in which EQUATE’s President &
CEO Mohammad Husain noted the importance
of addressing trends to shift the Gulf countries
into a healthy balance between exports and
what is consumed regionally, redefining
resources, increasing technological advance-
ment and implementing steps that will help the
region to flourish. 

Husain said: “Today, the GCC is the leading
global net exporter of polyolefin with net
exports reaching 14.9 million tons in 2016, a
volume that is expected to increase in the
upcoming years. However, we have other chal-
lenges ahead of us. 

From urbanization, healthcare, energy effi-
ciency, climate change to water deficit, these
challenges require tailored solutions that bring
new opportunities for a healthy balance.
Solutions will in return diversify our economy,
create job opportunities, open new markets and
elevate our manufacturing standards.” Husain
delivered the keynote address on the future of

the GCC Polymer Industry, saying that changes,
initiatives and developments seen in the region
are reaffirming the Polyolefin industry’s growth
and are creating opportunities for future devel-
opments and constant innovations in the down-
stream business.

Taking example of the EQUATE model in sup-
porting overall economic growth and sustain-
ability, Husain added that strengths must be
consolidated between the public and private
sectors, and most importantly within the private
sector. Through its full acquisition of the global
Ethylene Glycol (EG) producer,  MEGlobal,
EQUATE propelled itself into global leadership
as the world’s second largest EG producer, fur-
ther confirming its position as a pioneer in
petrochemicals. 

The Company also supports research and
knowledge sharing through the partnership
with academic and research- institutions such as
Kuwait University (KU), aiming for progress,
innovation, sustainability and training of future
professionals who will positively lead the indus-
try. As part of the partnership, two students at
the KU College of Petroleum and Engineering
and a teaching assistant were invited to attend
the conference for the opportunity to network
with various delegates. 

Global producer
The EQUATE Group is a global producer of

petrochemicals that creates a better world. The
Group combines EQUATE Petrochemical Company
(EQUATE), its subsidiaries and The Kuwait Olefins
Company (TKOC). The EQUATE Group is the
world’s second largest producer of Ethylene Glycol
(EG) with industrial complexes in Kuwait, North
America and Europe that produce Ethylene, EG,
Polyethylene (PE) and Polyethylene Terephthalate
(PET). The products are marketed throughout Asia,
the Americas, Europe, the Middle East and Africa.
As a leading global enterprise, the EQUATE Group
strongly pursues sustainability principles and best
practices wherever it operates through partner-
ships with various stakeholders including employ-
ees and customers as well as societies as a whole
in fields that includes human development, envi-
ronment, education, health and public awareness.
The EQUATE Group’s shareholders include
Petrochemical Industries Company (PIC), The Dow
Chemical Company (Dow), Boubyan
Petrochemical Company (BPC) and Qurain
Petrochemical Industries Company (QPIC). The
Group provides reliable services and solutions that
enables global customers and stakeholders to
grow and attain the success they seek by being
“Partners in Success.” www.equate.com 

EQUATE supports GPCA’s 

PlastiCon 2017 conference

Forum showcases value chain in plastics industry

DUBAI: Rasameel Investment
Company has participated
recently in the annual
Investment Forum hosted by
the city of Dubai for the seventh
year in a row under the patron-
age of His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al-
Maktoum, Vice President and
Prime Minister of the UAE and
Ruler of Dubai. 

The annual Investment
Forum was attended by a wide
range of leaders, politicians and businessmen
from around the world to discuss many eco-
nomic issues, and focus particularly on the
question of direct investment. 

Commenting on the major issues discussed
in the forum Rashed Al-Rashed, Head of the
Local Real Estate Management at Rasameel
Investment, said “The forum focused on the
diversification of the economy and the means
necessary to achieve that goal, especially in
Abu Dhabi, which currently attaches great
importance to investment in human resources,
innovation, knowledge-based economy, alter-
native energy and aviation.”

He pointed out that the participants in the
forum also discussed a series of issues related
to foreign direct investment, and proposed
solutions to help attract them. The forum ses-
sions also dealt with the attractive factors for
foreign direct investment such as the clarity of

laws and regulations, the stabili-
ty of governments, the modern
infrastructure and the quality of
labor. Al-Rashed said that the
forum also addressed Dubai’s
huge preparations to host Expo
2020, which is scheduled to last
for six months. In this regard,
the city has signed contracts
worth AED 11 billion for con-
struction projects in 2017 alone.   

He added that the
Organizing Committee of Expo

2020 aims to attract nearly 70 percent of EXPO
visitors coming from outside of the United
Arab Emirates, which is a very ambitious plan
as the visitors to the previous editions of the
EXPO were mostly citizens of the host coun-
tries. This plan will contribute significantly to
increase the global marketing of Dubai and
thus help attract more foreign investment. The
Head of the Local Real Estate Management at
Rasameel Investment concluded his statement
by referring to the great demand from many
countries and companies to participate in the
exhibition. The number of participating coun-
tries reached 122, mainly due to Dubai’s
prominent position in the world as well as the
advantages offered by the organizers to the
participants, including free registration and
participation as well as measures aiming to
encourage small and medium enterprises to
participate in the exhibition.

Rasameel Investment 

Company participates in 

Dubai Investment Forum

Rashed AlRashed

KUWAIT: Mohamed Naser Al-Sayer & Sons
(MNSS), one of the Al-Sayer Group Holding
Companies participated in the first career
and education fair in association with
Public Authority for Applied Education &
Training (PAAET) which was held during 26
-28 March 2017 at PAAET sports complex
Shuwaikh. 

Lexus participation in the fair came with
a IS 200t car display stand and test drive
session NX 200t and GS 200t for the ambi-
tious youth who attended the fair in pur-
suit of better career prospects.    

The main objective of the event was to
create the ideal environment for graduates
of collages and institutes who form the
backbone of the trained working middle
class that are keen to be attracted by the
local labor market.

Dr Al-Kandari mentioned that the fair
seeks to guide Kuwaiti youth of  schools,
institutes and colleges graduate or under-
graduate students who are looking for
career opportunities and other education,
employment, training and development
options available in the different sectors.  

According to Mahmoud Abou-Zahr
Business Director Lexus Kuwait “Al-Sayer
and Lexus are pleased be associated with
this great event for the aspiring youth.
Specially that Lexus is an evolving lifestyle
brand with bold vision for the future and
connect with dynamic individuals.  Lexus
continually anticipates the needs of people
and the environment as it demonstrates a
keen sense for forward thinking and inno-
vation.” The fair was a great success with
the active participation of youth visiting
the fair to communicate closely with labor
market, public and private sector.

Mohamed Naser Al-Sayer & Sons 

and Lexus are partners for first 

PAAET Career and Education Fair 
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WASHINGTON: US authorities moved
Monday to take down a global computer
botnet behind the massive theft of person-
al data and unwanted spam emails, as
Spain arrested the notorious Russian hack-
er who operated it. US authorities say the
Russian, Piotr or Peter Levashov, had oper-
ated the Kelihos network of tens of thou-
sands of infected computers, stealing per-
sonal data and renting the network out to
others to send spam emails by the millions
and extort ransom from computer owners.
Levashov, also known in the hacking world
as Peter Severa, was arrested at Barcelona
airport on Friday at the US request. 

A Spanish judge on Monday ordered
him to be remanded in custody as
Washington is expected to seek his extra-
dition. The US has 40 days to present evi-
dence. A US indictment unsealed Monday
said Levashov, 36 and a native of St.
Petersburg, had operated the Kelihos bot-
net since around 2010. Two years earlier he

was already in the sights of US investiga-
tors running another botnet and manag-
ing the spam operations of a major US
spammer, Alan Ralsky. Ralsky and others
were jailed in that case but Levashov was
never caught.

100,000 computers infected    
The Kelihos network is made up of pri-

vate computers around the world running
on the Microsoft Window operating sys-
tem. The computers are infected with mal-
ware that gives Levashov the ability to
control them remotely, with the owners
completely unaware. According to the
Justice Department, at times the number
of computers in the network has topped
100,000, with between five and 10 percent
of them in the United States.

Through underground networks,
Kelihos sold the network’s services to oth-
ers, who would use it to send out spam
emails advertising counterfeit drugs, work-

at-home scams, and other fraud schemes,
the indictment said. They were also used
for illegal “pump-and-dump” stock market
manipulation schemes, and to spread oth-
er malware through which hackers could
steal a user’s banking account information
including passwords, and lock up a com-
puter’s information to demand huge ran-
soms. Levashov was proud of his work.
According to Justice Department filings,
earlier this year he posted an ad for his
work noting he had been in the spam busi-
ness “since the distant year 1999.” 

“During these years there has not been
a single day that I keep still, by constantly
improving quality of spamming,” he said.
His prices rose with the illegality of the
operation. For legal ads, he charged $200
per million spam emails. For scams and
phishing attacks, it was $500 per million.

To help someone with a stock manipu-
lation, he wanted a deposit of $5,000-
$10,000 to share his list of 25 million

traders. He also demanded 5 percent of
the gains made on the stock. 

The Spamhaus Project, which docu-
ments spam, botnets, malware and other
abuse, listed Levashov as seventh on its “10
Worst Spammers” list and “one of the
longest operating criminal spam-lords on
the internet.” 

“The ability of botnets like Kelihos to be
weaponized quickly for vast and varied
types of harms is a dangerous and deep
threat to all Americans, driving at the core
of how we communicate, network, earn a
living, and live our everyday lives,” said
Acting US Assistant Attorney General
Kenneth Blanco in a statement.

Taking over the network    
Levashov’s arrest was unrelated to

investigations into Russian interference in
last year’s US presidential election, US offi-
cials said. Earlier, the suspect’s wife had
earlier told Russia Today that his arrest was

connected to the election hacking case. In
parallel with the arrest, US justice authori-
ties announced an extraordinary move to
bring down the Kelihos network, obtaining
warrants that allow it to take control of the
computers in the botnet by changing the
malware to intercept its operation.

That will direct the Kelihos traffic to
“sinkhole” servers set up by authorities,
overtime eliminating traffic through
Levashov’s server network. 

Such a move appeared to be the first
ever application of controversial new
investigative powers for US authorities
which took effect late last year. While the
move will give them access to private com-
puters, investigators pledged to guard the
privacy of computer owners. “This opera-
tion will not capture content from the tar-
get computers or modify them in any oth-
er capacity except limiting the target com-
puters’ ability to interact with the Kelihos
botnet,” the warrant said. — AFP 

US takes down huge botnet as Spain arrests notorious Russian hacker

DUBAI: Kaspersky Lab has complemented its
solution to protect children against digital
threats with new features for iOS and Android
platforms. Now, children can remotely ask par-
ents for access to a restricted site or app with the
touch of a button, while parents receive handy
tips when Kaspersky Safe Kids registers difficult
situations. Parents see these tips as a comment
in the Kaspersky Safe Kids settings and in a
report about the child’s Internet activity in the
My Kaspersky portal. 

The tips can also appear as part of an urgent
notification to a parent’s mobile device, for
example, if a child is trying to access a site from a
category blocked by the parents (such as a site
with obscene language). The results of a survey
conducted by Kaspersky Lab and B2B
International show that one in three parents feel
they can’t control what their child sees and does
on the Web. Even with parental control tools,
adults often don’t know how to react to specific
online behavior by their kids. 

For instance, should they confiscate a gadget
if their child is caught trying to access gambling
sites? Or, how strictly should they talk to their
child if the system registers an interest in adult-
themed sites? The advice from psychologists
integrated in the new version of Kaspersky Safe
Kids allows parents not only to adequately assess
the degree of risk to their child but also to revise
their approach to their child’s online security. 

Parents will get tips about inappropriate sites
and applications, when new suspicious contacts
appear, when online purchases are made, about
excessive use of the Internet, and in a number of

other situations. “Whichever product we devel-
op, we always strive to make it as user-friendly
and intuitive as possible. When it comes to par-
ents’ peace of mind and protecting children, this
is more relevant than ever. We want our solution
for protecting children online to provide more
than just technical assistance; it also needs to be
a partner for parents,” said Andrei Mochola, Head
of Consumer Business at Kaspersky Lab

“Kaspersky Safe Kids is about more than just
controlling children’s Internet activity - we want
to help parents get a better understanding of
why their kids behave the way they do and why
they are interested in particular content. We
believe the psychologists’ advice doesn’t simply
add a human touch to the program- it takes pro-
tection to a whole new level,” she added.
Another new product feature in the Android ver-
sion allows kids to request access to restricted
sites or applications. 

If a parent has configured Kaspersky Safe Kids
to prevent a child from using specific types of
sites or apps, then a window appears denying
access whenever a child tries to open them.
Now, the child can send a request for access
directly from this window. If the parent sees fit,
they can agree to the request with the touch of a
button. For iPhones and iPads, this function only
works for websites. In addition to the functions
described above, the solution helps parents stay
informed of what their child is doing online, how
much time they spend on the Internet, which
sites they visit, what games they play, whom
they communicate with on social networking
sites, and where they go.

One third of parents feel they can’t 

control their child’s web activities 

KUWAIT CITY: Microsoft today called for IT
professionals across Kuwait and the wider
Middle East to prepare themselves for a
cloud future by sharpening their skills in
Microsoft Azure, through the company’s
cloud trainings and certifications. Azure
trainings and certifications run as a blend
of scheduled and on-demand online cours-
es, covering generalized and niche, cloud-
focused subject areas for getting up to
speed with Azure. IT Pros can choose to
learn in Massively Open Online Courses
(MOOCs) with labs, or study for a test and
take a certification exam. 

Completing any MOOC includes a digi-
tal certificate of completion, and passing a
certification exam earns IT Pros the related
certification and its digital badges.
“Microsoft’s cloud trainings allow IT profes-
sionals to broaden their horizons by gain-
ing practical, instantly applicable cloud
skills,” said Necip Ozyucel,  Cloud and
Enterprise Business Solutions Lead,
Microsoft Gulf.  “Whether beginner or
expert, we have the course to help them
level up in their cloud career. 

We have invested heavily in Azure train-
ing, because our global reach and Azure’s
versatility means it is a platform that can fit
any need, no matter the business scale, no
matter the industry; so anyone who takes
our courses will learn things that relate

directly to their existing job and allow them
to add value. Our trainings will show you
guide IT Pros to build hybrid or open-
source solutions, and the courseware pro-
vides tactile learning experiences that you
can employ immediately, while earning
technical certifications that prepare you for
rewarding career advancement.”

A recent worldwide survey conducted
by Microsoft showed a marked increase in
the salaries of cloud professionals, as com-
panies recruit for their digital transforma-
tion journeys. The survey also noted that 37
percent of respondents in the Middle East
and Africa region cited a skills gap as the
main barrier to cloud adoption. “In the GCC,
governments have initiated bold econom-
ic-development visions centered on tech-
nology,” said Ozyucel. 

“Much of the activity in the private and
public sectors around these programs -
especially given the emerging constraints
of the petrochemical price dip - is about
doing more with less. In the context of digi-
tal transformation, that means cloud, so the
surge in demand for cloud specialists is to
be expected.” An IDC forecast from 2015
projects that by 2020, more than one in
three IT positions worldwide will be cloud
related and that the cloud-readiness of pro-
fessionals will start to have a significant
impact on operations. The report also sug-
gested IT employment worldwide will grow
by around 4% every year up to 2020, and
that all growth will occur in cloud-related
positions. “Azure training courses ready
participants for Microsoft Certified
Professional exams, which allow them to
earn the kind of accreditation that opens
new doors. Acquiring cloud skills has
become a critical component in organiza-
tional success. Our certifications will enable
IT experts to re-imagine their firm’s IT infra-
structure, preparing them for a competitive
digital future,” added Ozyucel

But it is not just infrastructure that can
be transformed in the Azure cloud. With
their newfound skill base, Azure profession-
als will be able to show their organizations
and customers how to build transformative
solutions from Microsoft’s tried and tested
AI platforms. Business intelligence and ana-
lytics solutions can reinvent customer
engagement strategies. Natural-language
processing modules can automate and
streamline customer service through chat-
bots; and communications tools can ensure
that organizations keep their employees
connected and collaborating, wherever
they may be in the world.

An IDC White Paper sponsored by
Microsoft Corp. shows global demand for
“cloud-ready” IT workers will grow by 26
percent annually through 2015 and
onwards, with as many as 7 million cloud-
related jobs available worldwide.
According to the study, IT hiring managers’
report that the biggest reason they failed
to fill 1.7 million open cloud-related posi-
tions in 2012 was because job seekers
lacked the training and certification need-
ed to work in a cloud-enabled world.

“Training is one of the best investments
you can make in your career,” said Ozyucel.
“Azure Certifications can be the first step in
your journey towards cloud expertise. Then
you will be in a better position to add value
to your employer’s business or to help your
customers with their own journeys to digi-
tal transformation, where they can benefit
from Microsoft Azure’s global coverage
across 36 regions.”  

Taking the web to children 

in India’s remote salt desert

Wi-Fi powered by van brings digital world to 10,000 families 
THE LITTLE RANN OF KUTCH, India: Sheltered
beneath a canvas sheet to escape the blistering
desert sun, miles from any roads or power lines, a
group of Indian children huddle around a tablet
and experience the internet for the very first time.
The remote Wi-Fi connection is powered by a van
bringing the digital world to around 10,000 families
living on the inhospitable salt flats of western
Gujarat state, where they work eight months a year
in extreme conditions.

The salt desert known as the Little Rann of
Kutch is roughly 180 kilometers from state capital
Ahmedabad. The workers mining the land for salt
live without electricity and other amenities while
their children attend school in mud huts or tin
sheds where they lack even the most basic learning
supplies. Bringing the web to this isolated region is
no small feat, with communities scattered over
thousands of square kilometers.

The crew from NGO Agariya Heethrakshak
Manch, one of the stakeholders in the project, first
erected a powerful digital tower on the outskirts of
the desert capable of sending a signal up to 60 kilo-
meters away. Then they fixed an antenna to the top
of their van and hit the road armed with laptops,
tablets and printers. They visit each of the region’s
14 makeshift schools approximately once per week,
teaching the students how to use technology to
access the internet and learn digital skills.

The students are eager to learn, crowding
around to watch online videos about mathemat-
ics and science. “The internet and these tablets
have made learning much more fun and engag-
ing for all the children. They now have so much to

learn and explore,” Pankti  Jog of Agariya
Heethrakshak Manch said. The youngsters are not
the only ones discovering the joys of the web. This
mobile service has also helped their parents-
migrants who make the annual journey to the salt
plains for work-access government welfare
schemes online, Jog said. The crew hopes to

increase the frequency of school visits to once
ever y three days once they get more vans.
Currently their single van speeds between three
schools a day, spending about two hours at each,
Jog said. “We have connected around 800 stu-
dents to internet and digital learning in this
remote region”, she said.—AFP 

GUJRAT: This picture shows Anand Solanki, right, facilitator of the ‘Zero Connect’ program, and
teacher Deepsinh Vanola (top left), with a group of children of salt pan workers during a tent
school workshop using an Internet-connected van, in the Little Rann of Kutch (LRK) region of
Gujarat some 180km west of Ahmedabad.

GUJRAT: This picture shows Indian salt pan worker Nirmalbhai Jakhodia working in the Little Rann of Kutch (LRK) region of Gujarat some 180km
west of Ahmedabad. — AFP photos

Microsoft urges up skilling 

as analysts observe surge 

TAIPEI: Uber said it would re-launch its
ride-hailing service in Taiwan following a
two-month hiatus on the island after spar-
ring with authorities over legal issues. The
San Francisco-based giant, which has
encountered regulatory roadblocks around
the world despite its huge popularity, sus-
pended operations in Taiwan in February
due to an “impasse” with authorities who
deemed it illegal. But on Monday the com-
pany said it would be reentering the mar-
ket with a new business model. 

“A brand-new Uber will serve Taiwanese
once again,” it said in a statement, without
providing details or a date for the restart. A
source at Uber who asked not to be named
said the model would involve working with
“legal car rental operators.” Since it entered
the Taiwan market in 2013, Uber had been
racking up fines for running a business
without the proper registration to operate
as a taxi service.

In January authorities hiked the maxi-
mum possible penalty to Tw$25 million

($815,940) per driver-the highest in the
world. The company withdrew from the
market a month later, criticizing the gov-
ernment’s actions for hindering innovation
and called on President Tsai Ing-wen to
take action. Taiwan’s transport ministry said
it would welcome Uber as long as it works
with licensed private drivers. “The problem
with self-use drivers was competition and
inadequate protection for customers,” Hu
Ti-chi, an official at the ministry’s depart-
ment of railways and highways, said. 

Local media reported that the firm still
has about Tw$830 million in outstanding
fines. Uber has faced stiff resistance from
traditional taxi drivers across the world, as
well as bans in some places over safety con-
cerns. In neighboring Thailand police have
threatened to shut down Uber and recently
taken to arresting and fining its drivers.
However, the smartphone app insists it is
not a transport company like taxi firms, and
that it is simply a platform connecting driv-
ers and passengers. — AFP

Uber to serve Taiwan 

after two-month pause



WASHINGTON: El Nino, the cyclical climatic phe-
nomenon in the Pacific Ocean, is linked to shifts
in cholera cases in Africa, providing an early
warning that could save lives, scientists said
Monday. During the years when El Nino is warm-
ing the eastern Pacific, East Africa has about
50,000 additional  cholera cases a year,  new
research from the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health suggests.

By contrast, the years when El Nino is not active,
there were 30,000 fewer cholera cases in East Africa,
according to the study published Monday in the
journal Proceedings of the National Academy of

Sciences. The researchers analyzed more than
17,000 annual observations from 3,710 different
locations between 2000 and 2014 in Africa, which
has the most cholera deaths in the world.

The total number of cases of cholera across
Africa as a whole were about the same in El Nino
years as compared with non-El Nino years, but the
geographic distribution of illnesses was “fundamen-
tally different,” the study’s authors said in a state-
ment. In total, 177 million people live in Africa in the
regions where cholera cases spike with El Nino, and
even triple in certain areas. Cholera is an infectious
bacterial disease that can be fatal. 

It is typically caught from infected water sup-
plies, resulting in severe vomiting and diarrhea. “We
usually know when El Nino is coming six to 12
months before it occurs,” said study leader Justin
Lessler, an associate professor of epidemiology at
the Bloomberg School.

“Knowing there is elevated cholera risk in a par-
ticular region can help reduce the number of deaths
that result,” he said. “If you have cholera treatment
centers available, fast, supportive care can reduce
the fatality rate from cholera from as high as 30 per-
cent to next to nothing.” El Nino conditions in the
equatorial Pacific strongly impact weather condi-

tions globally, including increasing rainfall in East
Africa and decreasing rainfall in drier areas of north-
ern and southern Africa.

In some areas, heavy rainfalls can cause sewers
to overrun and contaminate drinking water. In other
parts of Africa, the dry conditions can make clean
water sources less available and people are force to
consume water from contaminated sources, the
researchers noted. There is a vaccine against cholera
but its protection is not lifelong. In addition, there is
not enough supply of the vaccine to cover the pop-
ulations in the African regions where the incidence
of cholera is linked to El Nino.—AFP 

El Nino can warn on cholera outbreaks in Africa: Study
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SEATTLE: An early warning system for
earthquakes has been expanded to
Oregon and Washington, joining
California in testing a prototype that
could give people seconds or up to a
minute of warning before strong shaking
begins. The system isn’t ready to issue
public quake warnings yet, according to
the US Geological Survey, which has
been working with university partners to
develop the ShakeAlert system.

But this version allows early adopters
in Oregon and Washington to begin
using the early signals to figure out what
they need to do in the event of an earth-
quake. Such pilot projects are helping to
make the system more reliable and pave
the way for broader use. Officials with
USGS, the University of Washington and
others held a news conference Monday
in Seattle to announce the system’s roll
out across the US West Coast. 

California has been testing the pro-
duction prototype since early 2016.
Even a few seconds of advanced notice
can help people to duck and cover or
cities to slow trains, stop elevators or
take other protective measures, agency
officials say. In Washington, a Seattle
area firm RH2 Engineering has signed
on as a pilot user to test the system to
prevent water tank spills, The Seattle
Times reported. 

The firm develops municipal water
and sewage plants and hopes to use the
system to be able to close valves in the
event of an earthquake.

“The advantage of earthquake early
warning is that it gives us forewarning
that the shaking will occur, and we can
be sure the valve is fully closed by the
time the shaking starts,” the firm’s Dan
Ervin told the newspaper. 

The company is working on software
and hardware to process the warning
signals and automatically close valves.
The early warning system detects earth-
quakes using a network of ground
motion sensors. The amount of warning
time depends on distance from an earth-
quake’s epicenter. Locations very close to
the epicenter may not get any warning,
but others farther away could get any-
where from seconds to minutes. 

The University of Oregon is working
with the Eugene Water & Electric Board,
Oregon’s largest public electric and
water utility service, to install sensors on
its hydroelectric facilities, canals and
water treatment plant, the Daily Astorian
reported. The USGS says it will cost $38.3
million in capital investment to complete
the ShakeAlert system so that it can
begin issuing alerts to the public. It will
cost about $16.1 million each year to
operate and maintain It.—AP

Early quake warning system 

expands to Oregon, Washington

AWEIL, South Sudan: Two months after the
world’s youngest nation declared a famine amid
its civil war, hunger has become more wide-
spread than expected, aid workers say.  South
Sudan’s Northern Bahr el Ghazal region is on the
brink of starvation, with 290,000 people at risk of
dying without sustained food assistance.
Humanitarian workers say conditions will only
deteriorate as the lean season approaches. 

In February, South Sudan and the United
Nations formally declared a famine in two coun-
ties in Unity State. Northern Bahr el Ghazal’s five
counties now face the same fate.  “All five coun-
ties are sliding into catastrophe,” said an aid
worker who spoke on condition of anonymity
because he was not authorized to speak publicly
on the issue. “If it wasn’t for food assistance, this

place would be at a level five famine.”  Northern
Bahr el Ghazal and its 1.4 million residents have
remained relatively peaceful during South
Sudan’s three-year civil war. But due to soaring
inflation fueled by the conflict, harsh climate
conditions and its remoteness, this region has
become severely affected by hunger.  “I’m wor-

ried that one day I’ l l  die with my children
because we can’t get food,” said Abuk Garang.
The young mother stared at her son’s emaciated
legs while he anxiously tugged at her breasts. 

The boy, William Deng, was born in
September, yet he looks more like a newborn.
Unable to draw any milk, the child chokes back
tears and begins gnawing on his fist. Garang tries
to console him, but she knows he’s famished.
“We’ve only eaten leaves for three days,” she said.
“If there’s no food, he’ll die.” When Garang heard
that food was being distributed in a nearby town,
she and thousands of others flocked there in des-
peration. After hours of waiting, she beamed and
pointed to her new bag of sorghum, then shield-
ed her face, embarrassed by her excitement.  One
by one, others staggered into aid group World

Vision’s food distribution compound.  Some had
hobbled through the bush on one good leg,
while others had walked for hours with bloody
feet under the sweltering sun. A steady stream of
women with weak children strapped to their
backs and babies attempting to nurse could be
seen for miles.

Mass deaths from starvation 
World Vision last week rolled out the first

phase of a program to provide 65,000 people in
Aweil East county with food during the month
of April. The aim is to start with 17,000 of the
most severely malnourished and vulnerable
people. Aid workers said they weren’t prepared
for the level of despair.  “I was shocked by the
number of malnourished kids here,” said the aid
group’s South Sudan communications manag-
er, Rose Ogola. 

“And the looks of desperation on the moth-
ers.” In the small town of Malualkuel alone,
where the food was distributed, local leaders
said 4,000 out of the town’s 6,000 people are
facing extreme starvation.  “It’s the worst I’ve
ever seen it in 12 years in terms of food security
and hunger-related deaths,” said James
Maywien Aror, Aweil East county’s relief and
rehabilitation commissioner. “I feel sad. I’m not
happy to see people die.”

During a food and security review meeting
last week in Aweil town, aid workers and govern-
ment officials estimated an increase of 3 to 5
percent in the number of people in Northern
Bahr el Ghazal who will face extreme hunger in
the coming months.  

“The region requires sustained humanitarian
support,” said George Fominyen, spokesman for
the World Food Program in South Sudan.
“Without that, and without the improvement in
the conditions of people there, you’re going to
find those with the threat of moving into phase
five.” Level five in global food security classifica-
tion is famine.

The UN’s refugee agency said yesterday the
“risk of mass deaths from starvation” is growing
in South Sudan. With the onset of the lean sea-
son in June and July, the fear is there won’t be
enough food to meet the growing demand.
Local community leaders said 200,000 metric
tons of food is still needed for Northern Bahr el
Ghazal. “Yesterday we didn’t eat anything at
all,” said 20-year-old Adel Bol. Like so many
others, she had heard there was food and
quickly came running.

Cradling her 10-month-old daughter, she lift-
ed the baby’s shirt to reveal her protruding ribs.
Akir Mayen’s bald head is twice the size of her
skeletal body. She flailed her arms, trying to
clutch at her mother’s chest. “If she dies,” Bol
said, “I’ll never give birth again.”—AP

‘Sliding into catastrophe’:  

S Sudan famine could spread
Conditions to deteriorate as lean season approaches 

CINOVEC, Czech Republic: A surge in the
global use of lithium, a key component in
electric batteries, is leading to the revival of
a centuries-long mining tradition in the
Czech Republic’s Ore Mountains. Demand
for the light metal, which is already used in
smartphone batteries, is expected to triple
in the next decade as it is used in far greater
quantities in electric cars and electric stor-
age systems. With major car manufacturers
increasingly focused on electric cars,
Goldman Sachs calls lithium “the new gaso-
line.” Others say it’s the oil of the future.

Tesla Motors for one thinks it’s worth
betting on. Its CEO, Elon Musk, has plans
to build a “gigafactory” to produce lithi-
um-ion batteries somewhere in Europe,
on top of the $5 billion plant it’s setting
up in Nevada. The potential of lithium’s
boom is already having a knock-on effect
for the small village of Cinovec on the
Czech border with Germany, which has a
tin and tungsten mining tradition dating
back to 1378. Its mines were abandoned
in 1991 because they ceased to be eco-
nomically sustainable following the col-
lapse of communism, but recent explo-
rations have found the biggest deposit of
lithium in Europe.

Jaromir Stary, the head of the
Department of Mineral Resources at the
Czech Geological Survey, said the lithium
resources in the Czech Republic could
amount to 1.2-1.4 million metric tons,
mostly in the Cinovec area. Only Serbia has
a similar deposit in Europe, estimated at 1
million metric tons. Australia’s European
Metals Holdings, or EMH, has had an exclu-
sive license to explore the resources and
the right to seek permission to mine since
2014 when it acquired Czech exploration
company Geomet, which first confirmed
the presence of the ore. lon

“You can have a splendid idea but you
need money to make it reality,” said Otto
Janout, a prospector and one of Geomet’s
four founders. EMH is listed at the London
Stock Exchange and the Australian
Securities Exchange in Sydney. Speculation
that EMH is seen the company’s share price
spike eight-fold in the past year alone. EMH
Managing Director Keith Coughlan said it
was planning to open a mine at Cinovec

within the coming years to produce over
20,000 metric tons of lithium carbonate
(about 3,800 tons of lithium) a year.

Biggest consumer
That would place the country among

the top five lithium producers in the world.
“I believe it is a danger for Europe to con-
tinue to think that it can rely on Asia for its
supply chain of battery related materials
and in particular lithium,” Coughlan said. “I
think it is a very significant asset from a
European perspective.” According to a
report by the US Geological Survey (USGS),
Australia was the leading lithium producer
with 14,300 metric tons in 2016, followed
by Chile with 12,000 metric tons. Argentina
is third with 5,700, while China, the biggest
consumer, was fourth with 2,000 tons.

Global output was 35,000 metric tons in
2016, 12 percent more than the previous
year, the report said. A Deutsche Bank
study in 2016 forecast global battery con-
sumption growing threefold in the next ten
years. Parts of the Czech deposit span the
border with Germany, where Canada’s
Bacanora has been exploring it. Stary said a
major disadvantage of the Czech ore com-
pared with other deposits could be its low
grade as it contains about 0.2 percent of
lithium on average. But it ’s relatively
uncomplicated and environmentally
friendly to process.

Unlike most other deposits in the world,
the Czech variant is located in an area with
functioning infrastructure, including a rail
track. Potential customers are located near-
by, and not just car manufacturers. US-
based A123 Systems recently opened a
new plant in the eastern Czech city of
Ostrava to make lithium-ion car starter bat-
teries for luxury auto brands. Prague-based
HE3DA has recently started a trial produc-
tion of lithium batteries suitable to store
energy from renewable electric sources,
using nanotechnology. It plans to open a
new factory in eastern Czech Republic next
year. The company has already signed a
memorandum about the future coopera-
tion with EMH, HE3DA president Jan
Prochazka said. “It means stable supplies
for us,” Prochazka said. “There’ll be a fight
over lithium, no doubt.”—AP

CINOVEC, Czech Republic: In this picture, a border sign is placed in a former mine
located at the border with Germany near the village of Cinovec, Czech Republic. —AP

Lithium reviving centuries

-old Czech mining tradition 

CHICAGO: An influential US government health
panel is dropping its opposition to routine
prostate cancer screening in favor of letting men
decide for themselves after talking with their
doctor. The new draft guidelines echo those of
several leading medical groups, but they don’t
make the decision any easier for men: With their
doctor’s help, they have to decide whether to
take an imperfect PSA test that has a small
chance of detecting a deadly cancer and a larger
chance of triggering unneeded worry and treat-
ment with serious side effects.

“This isn’t a one-size-fits-all” recommenda-
tion, said the panel’s chair Dr. Kirsten Bibbins-
Domingo, a San Francisco internist who already
follows the advice and discusses the potential
pros and cons with her patients. Men whose
greatest concern is reducing their chances of
dying from cancer are sometimes willing to face
the consequences and choose testing. “Other
men will realize the likely benefit is small and
aren’t willing to risk the harms,” she said.

PSA screening to detect the most common
male cancer is among the most heated topics
in men’s health. It involves a simple blood test
for elevated levels of a protein that may signal
cancer but also can be caused by less serious
prostate problems. It can find cancer that fre-
quently doesn’t need treatment because it’s
too small and slow growing to become deadly.
Doctors say there’s no good way to tell which
early cancers might become lethal. The next
step is often radiation or surgery to remove
the prostate, which may result in impotence
and incontinence.

The US Preventive Services Task Force says its
latest recommendation is based on new evi-
dence indicating that routine PSA blood tests
can slightly reduce some men’s chances of dying
from prostate cancer and that drastic treatment
can be avoided with close monitoring when can-
cer is detected. The shift shelves the panel’s 2012
guidance, which prompted criticism from some
urologists - specialists who treat the disease -
and angered some prostate cancer patients cer-
tain that PSA screening had saved their lives.

The new advice published yesterday closely
aligns the panel with medical groups that also
support shared-decision-making. The biggest
remaining difference is timing. The task force
draft says screening conversations should begin
at age 55. Other groups say start earlier, depend-
ing on family history of prostate cancer and oth-
er factors. It recommends against testing men
aged 70 and older. The panel leaves open how
often men should be screened. It does not rec-
ommend earlier testing for blacks and those

with a family history but says they should know
their risks are higher.

Active surveillance 
Dr. Meir Stampfer, a Harvard University cancer

expert, called the new advice “a more reasoned
approach.” He said PSA tests make sense if they
do not lead to overly aggressive treatment. His
research suggests that more than 1 in 5 men
worldwide have undetected prostate cancer,
including more than 40 million Americans, but
that most will die of other causes. The task
force’s 2012 advice against screening said there
was little evidence that PSA screening was
reducing deaths. 

Since then, PSA screening rates have declined
by as much as 10 percent, and now less than
one-third of US men get the tests. Fewer men are
being diagnosed with early-stage disease, when
it is more treatable, while more are being diag-
nosed with more aggressive harder-to-treat can-
cer. The panel says its new advice stems from
long-term research indicating that for every
1,000 men offered PSA screening, one to two will
avoid death from prostate cancer and three will

avoid prostate cancer spreading to other organs.
Newer research also has shown benefits from
“active surveillance” of men whose initial PSA
tests and biopsies indicate slow-growing cancer
that hasn’t spread, the panel said. This approach
includes repeated PSA tests and close monitor-
ing, which can delay or even avoid the need for
treatment. The task force’s recommendations
influence U.S. government policy and are widely
followed by primary care physicians. Medicare
and many private insurers have continued to
pay for the screening. 

The government-appointed volunteer panel
reviews evidence and issues advice for a variety
of screenings and treatments. “It sounds like
cooler heads have prevailed,” said Dr. Jim Hu, a
urologist and prostate cancer specialist at New
York-Presbyterian/Weill Cornell Medical Center
who called the old advice “draconian.” The
prostate cancer recommendations, announced
online in the Journal of the American Medical
Association, are open for public comment on the
task force website until May 8. Final guidance
will come months later but the panel’s guide-
lines typically echo its draft advice.—AP

SOUTH SUDAN: In this photo, Abuk Garang, right, holds her 7-month-old son William Deng, and
Adel Bol, 20, left, holds her 10-month-old daughter Akir Mayen, as they and others walk to a food
distribution site in Malualkuel, in the Northern Bahr el Ghazal region of South Sudan. —AP photos

Prostate cancer tests are now 

OK with panel, with caveats

SAN FRANCISCO: In this photo, Dr. Kirsten Bibbins-Domingo poses by a mural in the lobby of
her office in San Francisco.—AP
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SYDNEY: Whale cams have revealed the secret
feeding habits of the giant mammals in frozen
Antarctica, details on their social lives, and even
how they must blow hard to clear sea ice to
breathe. Scientists attached tiny cameras and
electronic tags to humpbacks to better under-
stand what they do underwater as they study
how shrinking sea ice caused by warming sea
temperatures linked to climate change may
impact them.

“Once we have an idea about where the
whales feed, how often, where they go and rest,
we can use this to inform policy and manage-
ment to protect these whales and their ecosys-
tem,” leading whale scientist Ari Friedlaender
said yesterday. The Australian Antarctic Division-
led team said the information helped determine
how the abundance of their main food, krill,
affected the feeding success of whales. It also
added to their understanding of how any
change in krill  population due to climate
change, commercial fishing, or ocean acidifica-
tion, may impact whales in the future. 

“We have some wonderful data on different
feeding strategies from rolling lunges near the
surface, to bubble net feeding, to deep forag-
ing dives lunging through dense patches of
krill,” said Friedlaender. “We have been able to
show that whales spend a great deal of time
during the days socializing and resting and
then feeding largely throughout the evening
and night time.” The cameras were attached by
suction cups to each whale for between 24 and
48 hours before they fell off and were retrieved
and reused. 

WWF-Australia, which helps fund the cam-
eras, said the work was about enabling habitats
to become more resilient and thrive in the
future. “Growing human impacts such as climate

change and increasing krill fishing overlapping
in their critical feeding areas need to be man-
aged carefully,” said Chris Johnson, WWF-
Australia ocean science manager. The Antarctic
remains one of the world’s last wild frontiers,
containing some of the most pristine marine
ecosystems left on the planet.

It is seen as a critical laboratory for scientists
monitoring the effects of climate change. The
researchers also deployed longer-term electron-
ic tags on the smaller Antarctic minke whales,
with scientist Elanor Bell saying there was little
information on their feeding behavior. “Minkes

are faster and more elusive than humpback
whales and often forage in areas with lots of sea
ice,” she said. 

“ This makes it challenging to find and
approach them to deploy tracking equipment.

“So it was really exciting to be able to attach
some tags on this voyage. These will transmit
the location and dive depth data to satellites
every time they surface for up to two months.”
The research, backed by the International
Whaling Commission, ultimately aims to esti-
mate the abundance and distribution of whales
and their role in the Antarctic ecosystem.—AFP 

Whale cams reveal secret 

Antarctic feeding habits

ANTARTICA: This undated handout picture taken by Dave Brosha and released by the
Australian Antarctic Division shows a Minke whale surfacing off the coast in the Gerlache Strait
in Antarctica.—AFP

BERLIN: Soeckchen the secretary bird is now
strutting around her home in northern Germany
with an artificial leg produced using a 3-D print-
er. Keepers at the Weltvogel bird park in
Walsrode found two-year-old Soeckchen (Little
Socks) in her aviary with a broken left leg. Her

lower leg had to be amputated. Zookeepers
turned to Lars Thalmann of e-Nable, which
makes free prosthetic hands for children. 

The dpa news agency says it was the first
time the organization had made prosthesis for
an animal. Park spokeswoman Janina Buse says

it took two attempts to get it right. A first pros-
thesis, which mimicked the leg’s form, turned
out too heavy. 

Buse says Thalmann built a second leg with-
out talons - “it looks much simpler, but the bird is
managing brilliantly with it.”—AP

SYDNEY: Two platypuses have been found
decapitated in Australia, with wildlife offi-
cials yesterday saying they were deliberate-
ly killed in “despicable” acts of cruelty. Three
of the rare mammals were discovered dead
at botanical gardens in the rural town of
Albury in New South Wales, two with their
heads cut off. Local wildlife rescue provider
Hazel Cook, who had the bodies inspected
by a vet, told the Border Mail newspaper
the deaths were “definitely” not caused by
another animal.

“You can actually see where they’ve tried
to cut into the vertebrae,” she said, adding
that there was no way to tell if they were
alive when they were decapitated. “We have

no idea why anyone would do that, espe-
cially to something as gentle as a platypus.”
The New South Wales National Parks and
Wildlife Services said the platypuses had
been found over the past five weeks.

“These animals appear to have been
deliberately killed in a despicable act of
cruelty to one of Australia’s most loved ani-
mals,” a spokeswoman said. The duck-bill
platypus, a timid and nocturnal animal
that lives in deep waterside burrows, is one
of only two egg-laying mammals. It is
found only in eastern Australia. Harming
native animals in Australia can result in
fines of up to Aus$11,000 (US$8,200) or six
months in jail.—AFP

Two platypuses decapitated in 

despicable Australia killings

SYDNEY: This file photo shows a platypus baby or ‘puggle’ held before being transferred
back to its burrow after emerging for the first time at Sydney’s Taronga Zoo. —AFP

GERMANY: Two baby tigers are pictured before being vaccinated at the zoo in
Leipzig, eastern Germany.—AFP

Secretary bird at German park 

gets new leg from 3-D printer

GERMANY: In this photo, keeper German Alonso straps a leg prosthesis to on the left leg of secretary bird Soeckchen (Sagittarius seprentarius)
at the bird park in Walsrode, northern Germany.—AP
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Shams Aldeen Abdushar’abi who was killed in the
Baq’a area.

Mohammad Abdulrab Qahed stands for a portrait with his wife, Um
Saad, and children Imad, Wiam, and Dua’a, at a school where they
now live in Sana’a, Yemen.

Sami Al-Ramyan Alex Potter

By Athoob Al-Shuaibi

When you enter the multipurpose hall in Al-
Shaheed Park, you won't see beauty in the usual
sense of natural landscapes or artistic portraits.

But you will experience beauty: the beauty of reality, of
life in the midst of suffering. That is what shines through
in the current Yemen Now exhibition showcasing the
work of documentary photographers from Kuwait in col-
laboration with an American photojournalist who recent-
ly visited war-torn Yemen.

Why Yemen?
Photographer Huda Abdul-Mughni says she fell in love

with Yemen after her inaugural visit to attend and docu-
ment a collective wedding back in 2012. "Yemen is a land

with a great architectural and historical legacy. I have trav-
elled to many countries, However, I haven't felt the great
attention and hospitality like I've seen in that country and
its generous people. The poor may look for anything to
offer you," she said.

"After 10 years of the Yemen wedding project, I went
back to find out what they had done in their lives after mar-
riage, to find that two of them had died as a result of the
war, meanwhile one of them lost their baby due to the lack
of medical care," she added. Yemen was the first country
that Alex Potter, the photojournalist, worked in the Middle
East.  For this reason, Potter has a special feeling for the
people of the Yemen. 

"I came in 2012 to document the post- revolution elec-
tion, there were few other journalists there for the years I've
stayed. The small group of us is truly dedicated to the story

of Yemen." "The pictures were taken at the beginning of the
war in 2015. They're mostly in Sana'a and Amran.  I realize I
was merely able to photograph one side of the conflict, but
it was people I lived with and cared about whose home was
disintegrating before their very eyes. Despite all that, I want
to show not only the reality of destruction, but the
resilience of Yemeni people," she explained.

Yemen is located in the southwest of the Arabian
Peninsula in Asia, between Saudi Arabia and Oman, over-
looking the Indian Ocean and Bab Al-Mandab strait in the
Red Sea. After the war, more than two million Yemenis were
displaced, of whom more than 35,000 were stranded in
Djibouti. Sami Al-Ramyan went with a relief campaign to
cover Yemeni refugees there in the city of Abkhaz in 2015. "I
was outraged by the poor conditions and the severe lack of
basic living needs of electricity, water and cooling under

the heat of extreme weather.  My photography project
focused on the youngsters in the refugee camps and the
poor conditions to raise awareness about the tragic situa-
tion to help in raising money for them. I witnessed fear and
optimism.  They don't know their fate, nevertheless they
hold onto hope," he said. 

Potter stresses the Yemeni people's attachment to hope,
describing them as proud and faithful. "Even those who lost
everything will still tell me "Alhamdulillah, at least I still have
my daughter," or "Inshallah Allah will protect us and bring
us through." Today at 7.00 pm, the award winning short
film, Yamaniyat, will be screened alongside the exhibition,
followed up, on the day after with a public discussion with
the photographers to talk about their experience in Yemen
and the refugee camps. Sales proceeds will be allocated to
relief funds.

Yemen Now Photography 

Exhibition at Al-shaheed Park 

Kuwaiti band Al-Hassan Brothers to release debut album ‘Mi Luna’ 

Kuwaiti multilingual band the Al-Hassan Brothers will
debut their first album "Mi Luna" and release their first
music video today both produced by AJNA Records. Al-

Hassan Brothers are Ali Al-Hassan, Haitham Al-Hassan,
Mahmoud Al-Hassan and Hassan Al-Hassan Al-Hassan are a
group of four Kuwaiti guitarists whose talent on the guitar are

evident in their music which is inspired by a variety of back-
grounds. The band was formed in the summer of 2015 and was
signed to AJNA Records in 2016 under the guidance of music
composer Nawaf Gheraibah. 

"Mi Luna" consists of 12 tracks, performed in English, Arabic
and Spanish. The album is composed of contemporary guitar

melodies performed in various languages and their music
pieces echo music ranging from flamenco, Rock and Kuwaiti
folk. Their first single "Yo the Quiero" is a beautifully haunting
song composed about the loss of a loved one. The video will
be presented for the first time at the press conference today at
the Center for Arts in Shuwaikh at 6 pm.  

Al-Hassan Brothers will be performing at the Al-Shaheed
Park Amphitheater on April 20, 2017 and will be backed by sev-
en members of their supporting band: a drummer, bassist, two
percussionists, an electric guitarist and a special Bahraini guest;
guitarist Hamanino. The concert will be a free event and open
to the public. 

Ghazi Qaffaf, photographer at KUNA held a photography exhibition of his pictures called "Pictures from Kuwait" at the basement of the National Library of Kuwait. The event was a huge success. A number of offi-
cials and friends attended in event which lasted from April 8 to 9, 2017.
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Germany embassy Deputy Head 

of Mission hosts spring reception

The deputy head of mission of Germany embassy, Rudiger Zettel hosted a spring reception at his residence. Diplomats,
friends and media persons attended the event. 

Embassy of India Kuwait 

statement on Aadhaar card
While "Aadhaar" has been made mandatory for filing of Income Tax

Return as well as for seeking PAN (Permanent Account Number)
cards, Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT ), Department of

Revenue, Ministry of Finance, New Delhi has now clarified that mandatory
quoting of Aadhaar for PAN applications and filing Income Tax Return shall

not apply to a Non-Resident Indian (NRI) as he/she is not eligible to get
"Aadhaar." Only a resident Indian is entitled to an Aadhaar Card. Please note
that Aadhaar card is not mandatory for obtaining driving license or a SIM
card in India.  It is only one of several documents recognized for address
proof of the applicant.

The Kuwait Danish Dairy Company (KDD) recently organized an open day
activity for its employees and families at the Aqua Park City with participa-
tion from the Lebanese announcer, Karen Der Kaloustian who presented a

variety of amusing activities. Commenting on the event, KDD general manager,
Khaled Al-Thaher said that the activities addressed all age categories and included
various cultural and touristic competitions about Kuwait and GCC states.  

KDD organizes open 

day at Aqua Park 

— Photos by Fouad Al-Shaikh



06:00 Guardians Of The Galaxy
06:25 Marvel Ultimate Spider-Man
vs The Sinister 6
06:50 Atomic Puppet
07:15 Gravity Falls
07:40 Supa Strikas
08:05 Two More Eggs
08:10 K.C. Undercover
08:35 Milo Murphyʼs Law
09:00 Walk The Prank
09:25 Right Now Kapow
09:50 Lab Rats
10:15 Two More Eggs
10:20 Star vs The Forces Of Evil
10:45 Mighty Med
11:10 K.C. Undercover

11:35 Lab Rats: Bionic Island
12:00 Johnny Kapahala: Back On
Board
13:45 K.C. Undercover
14:10 Disney Mickey Mouse
14:15 K.C. Undercover
14:40 Lab Rats
15:05 Lab Rats
15:30 Supa Strikas
15:55 Supa Strikas
16:25 K.C. Undercover
16:50 Walk The Prank
17:15 Lab Rats: Bionic Island
17:40 Milo Murphyʼs Law
18:05 Disney Mickey Mouse
18:10 Gravity Falls
18:35 Mighty Med
19:00 Atomic Puppet
19:25 Gamerʼs Guide To Pretty
Much Everything
19:55 K.C. Undercover
20:20 Star vs The Forces Of Evil
20:45 Mighty Med
21:10 Walk The Prank
21:40 Disney Mickey Mouse
21:45 Marvelʼs Avengers Assemble
22:10 Marvel Ultimate Spider-Man
vs The Sinister 6
22:35 Boyster
23:00 Programmes Start At 6:00am
KSA

00:00 Henry Hugglemonster
00:15 Calimero
00:30 Art Attack
00:55 Zou
01:05 Loopdidoo
01:20 Henry Hugglemonster
01:35 Calimero
01:50 Zou
02:05 Art Attack
02:30 The Hive
02:40 Loopdidoo
02:55 Henry Hugglemonster
03:10 Art Attack
03:35 Loopdidoo
03:50 Calimero
04:05 Art Attack
04:30 Henry Hugglemonster

04:45 Zou
05:00 Art Attack
05:30 Henry Hugglemonster
05:45 Loopdidoo
06:00 Zou
06:15 Calimero
06:30 Loopdidoo
06:45 Henry Hugglemonster
07:00 My Friends Tigger & Pooh
07:25 Sofia The First
07:50 The Lion Guard
08:15 PJ Masks
08:40 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
09:05 Goldie & Bear
09:30 Minnieʼs Bow-Toons
09:35 The Lion Guard
10:00 Sofia The First
10:30 Doc McStuffins
10:55 Miles From Tomorrow
11:20 My Friends Tigger & Pooh
11:50 Sheriff Callieʼs Wild West
12:15 Gummi Bears
12:40 Miles From Tomorrow
13:10 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
13:35 PJ Masks
14:00 My Friends Tigger & Pooh
14:30 The Lion Guard
15:00 Sofia The First
15:30 Doc McStuffins
15:55 Goldie & Bear
16:20 Miles From Tomorrow
16:50 PJ Masks
17:15 Sofia The First
17:40 Doc McStuffins
18:05 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
18:30 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
19:00 PJ Masks
19:25 PJ Masks
19:50 Doc McStuffins
20:05 Goldie & Bear
20:35 My Friends Tigger & Pooh
21:00 Gummi Bears
21:30 Miles From Tomorrow
22:00 Sofia The First
22:25 Sofia The First
22:55 PJ Masks
23:20 Henry Hugglemonster
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THE TRANSPORTER: REFUELED ON OSN MOVIES ACTION HD

REIGN OVER ME ON OSN MOVIES HD

00:15 V/H/S 2
02:00 Reign Over Me
04:15 127 Hours
06:00 The Ladykillers
08:00 10 Things I Hate About You
09:45 Independence Day
12:15 127 Hours
14:00 Up Close And Personal
16:15 The Chronicles Of Narnia:
Voyage Of The Dawn...
18:15 The Legend Of Zorro
20:45 Rise Of The Planet Of The
Apes
22:30 Fear And Loathing In Las
Vegas

00:10 Monster Fish
01:00 Wicked Tuna
02:00 Air Crash Investigation
03:00 Filthy Riches
04:00 Monster Fish
05:00 Nat Geo Amazing!
06:00 Situation Critical
07:00 Dog Whisperer
08:00 Dog Whisperer
09:00 Nat Geo Amazing!

FATHER OF THE BRIDE ON OSN MOVIES COMEDY HD

00:00 Afternoon Delight
02:00 Cheech & Chongʼs The
Corsican Brothers
04:00 Father Of The Bride
06:00 Mr. Popperʼs Penguins
08:00 Cheech & Chongʼs The
Corsican Brothers
10:00 Father Of The Bride
12:00 Mr. Popperʼs Penguins
14:00 Coneheads
16:00 Father Of The Bride Part II
18:00 Pixels
20:00 No Stranger Than Love
22:00 Top Five

00:15 Serena
02:10 Brooklyn
04:00 Boychoir
06:00 Love & Mercy
08:15 The Better Angels
10:00 Land Of Mine
11:45 Brooklyn
13:45 Every Thing Will Be Fine
15:45 Wildlike
17:30 Get On Up
20:00 Millerʼs Crossing
22:00 Farewell My Queen
23:45 The Reluctant 

00:15 Swamp Brothers
00:45 Bondi Vet
01:40 Pit Bulls & Parolees
02:35 Tanked
03:25 Mekong: Soul Of A River
04:15 Gator Boys
05:02 Swamp Brothers
05:27 Swamp Brothers
05:49 Pit Bulls & Parolees
06:36 Swamp Brothers
07:00 Swamp Brothers
07:25 Dogs/Cats/Pets 101
08:15 Pit Bulls & Parolees
09:10 Mekong: Soul Of A River
10:05 Tanked
11:00 Dogs/Cats/Pets 101
11:55 Bondi Vet
12:50 Pit Bulls & Parolees
13:45 Gator Boys
14:40 Mekong: Soul Of A River
15:35 Tanked
16:30 Swamp Brothers
16:55 Swamp Brothers
17:25 Hunt For The Russian Tiger
18:20 The Pool Master
19:15 Tanked
20:10 Mekong: Soul Of A River
21:05 Hunt For The Russian Tiger
22:00 The Pool Master
22:55 Gator Boys
23:50 Swamp Brothers

00:00 It Takes A Killer
01:00 Killer Kids Specials
02:00 Crime Stories
03:00 Campus Killer: Santa
Barbara
04:00 It Takes A Killer
05:00 Killer Kids Specials
06:00 My Crazy Ex
08:00 Evil Up Close
09:00 It Takes A Killer
10:00 Crimes That Shook Australia
11:00 The First 48
13:00 My Crazy Ex
14:00 Evil Up Close
15:00 Crimes That Shook Australia
16:00 It Takes A Killer
17:00 The First 48
19:00 Evil Up Close
20:00 The Great Train Robbery
21:00 Crimes That Shook Australia
22:00 My Crazy Ex
23:00 My Ghost Story: Caught On
Camera

00:20 Wildebeeste: Born To Run
01:10 Animals Gone Wild
02:00 Secrets Of The King Cobra
02:50 Wild 24
03:45 Dangerous Encounters
04:40 Africaʼs Creative Killers
05:35 Secrets Of The King Cobra
06:30 Wild 24
07:25 Dangerous Encounters
08:20 Africaʼs Creative Killers
09:15 Africaʼs Hunters
10:10 Wild Case Files
11:05 Savage Kingdom
12:00 Sharks Of Lost Island
12:55 Super Pride
13:50 Wild 24
14:45 Dangerous Encounters
15:40 Natural Born Monsters
16:35 Africaʼs Deadliest
17:30 Wild Case Files
18:25 Savage Kingdom
19:20 Dangerous Encounters
20:10 Natural Born Monsters
21:00 Africaʼs Deadliest
21:50 Wild Case Files
22:40 Savage Kingdom
23:30 Sharks Of Lost Island

00:15 Everly
02:00 Metro
03:45 King Arthur
06:00 Die Hard
08:15 Code Of Silence
10:00 Blown Away
12:00 King Arthur
14:15 Die Hard
16:30 Survivor
18:15 Bad Company
20:15 Divergent
22:45 The Transporter: Refueled

00:20 Street Outlaws
01:10 The Wheel: Survival Games
02:00 Running Wild With Bear
Grylls
02:50 American Tarzan
03:40 Fast Nʼ Loud
04:30 Storage Hunters
05:00 How Do They Do It?
06:00 Outback Truckers
06:50 Street Outlaws
07:40 Fast Nʼ Loud
08:30 The Island With Bear Grylls
09:20 Storage Hunters
09:45 How Do They Do It?
10:35 The Wheel: Survival Games
11:25 Running Wild With Bear
Grylls
12:15 American Tarzan
13:05 How Do They Do It?
13:30 Storage Hunters
14:20 Gold Rush
15:10 The Island With Bear Grylls
16:00 Outback Truckers
16:50 Fast Nʼ Loud
17:40 Street Outlaws
18:30 How Do They Do It?
19:20 The Island With Bear Grylls
20:10 Storage Hunters
20:35 Storage Hunters
21:00 Worldʼs Top 5
21:50 You Have Been Warned
22:40 Deadliest Job Interview

00:00 Binny And The Ghost
00:25 Hank Zipzer
00:45 The Hive
00:50 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
01:40 Hank Zipzer
02:05 Binny And The Ghost
02:55 Hank Zipzer
03:15 The Hive
03:20 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
03:45 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
04:10 Hank Zipzer
04:35 Binny And The Ghost
05:00 Binny And The Ghost
05:25 Hank Zipzer
05:45 The Hive
05:50 The 7D
06:00 Jessie
06:25 Jessie
06:50 Tsum Tsum Shorts
06:55 The Zhuzhus
07:20 Elena Of Avalor
07:45 Bizaardvark
08:10 Bizaardvark
08:35 Stuck In The Middle
09:25 Disney The Lodge
09:50 Bunkʼd
10:15 Bunkʼd
10:40 Princess Protection
Programme
12:15 Disney Mickey Mouse
12:20 Jessie
13:10 Austin & Ally
14:00 Liv And Maddie
14:50 Sunny Bunnies
14:55 The Zhuzhus
15:20 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
And Cat Noir
15:45 Elena Of Avalor
16:10 Liv And Maddie
16:35 Descendants Wicked World
16:40 Girl Meets World
17:05 Stuck In The Middle
17:30 Bunkʼd
17:55 Bizaardvark
18:20 Disney Mickey Mouse
18:25 Alex & Co.
18:50 Jessie
19:15 Tsum Tsum Shorts
19:20 Backstage
19:45 Austin & Ally
20:10 The Next Step
20:35 Cracke
20:40 Best Friends Whenever
21:05 Girl Meets World
21:30 Thatʼs So Raven
21:55 Star Darlings
22:00 Good Luck Charlie
22:25 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
22:50 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch

00:30 Blood Relatives
01:20 In The Name Of Love:
People Magazine Investigates
02:10 Hate In America
03:00 A Crime To Remember
03:48 I Almost Got Away With It
04:36 California Investigator
05:01 California Investigator
05:24 Beauty Queen Murders
06:12 I Almost Got Away With It
07:00 Iʼd Kill For You
07:50 I Almost Got Away With It

00:15 The Food Files
00:40 The Food Files
01:05 The Game Chef
01:30 Dog Whisperer
02:20 Bangkok Airport
03:10 Route Awakening
03:35 Croatiaʼs Finest
04:00 Chasing The Sun
04:25 Chasing The Sun
04:50 Whatʼs For Sale?
05:20 Eat Street
05:45 Mega Food
06:40 Eat Street
07:10 The Game Chef
07:35 Dog Whisperer
08:30 Bangkok Airport
09:25 Route Awakening
09:55 Croatiaʼs Finest
10:20 Chasing The Sun
10:50 Chasing The Sun
11:15 Whatʼs For Sale?
11:45 Eat Street
12:10 Eat Street
12:40 The Game Chef
13:05 Dog Whisperer
14:00 Bangkok Airport
14:55 Route Awakening
15:25 Croatiaʼs Finest
15:50 Chasing The Sun
16:20 Chasing The Sun
16:45 Bondi Rescue Outback
Adventure
17:40 Whatʼs For Sale?
18:10 Eat Street
18:35 Eat Street
19:05 Route Awakening
19:30 Croatiaʼs Finest
20:00 Chasing The Sun
20:25 Chasing The Sun
20:55 Bondi Rescue Outback
Adventure
21:45 Whatʼs For Sale?
22:10 Eat Street
22:35 Eat Street
23:00 The Game Chef
23:25 Dog Whisperer

00:00 Berlin Station
01:00 Quantico
02:00 Supergirl
03:00 Better Call Saul
04:00 This Is Us
05:00 Good Morning America
07:00 The Chew
08:00 The View
09:00 How To Get Away With
Murder
10:00 This Is Us
11:00 24: Legacy
12:00 The Chew
13:00 The View
14:00 Live Good Morning America
16:00 How To Get Away With
Murder
17:00 This Is Us
18:00 The Voice
19:00 Prison Break - Event Series
20:00 The Flash
21:00 Marvelʼs Agents Of
S.H.I.E.L.D.
22:00 Shut Eye
23:00 Sleepy Hollow

00:30 How Do They Do It?
00:55 Food Factory
01:20 Sport Science
02:10 Eco-Tech
03:00 Prototype This
03:48 Mythbusters
04:36 How Do They Do It?
05:00 Food Factory
05:24 Sport Science
06:12 Eco-Tech
07:00 How Do They Do It?
07:26 Prototype This
08:14 Mythbusters
09:02 Eco-Tech
09:50 How Do They Do It?
10:14 Food Factory
10:38 How The Universe Works
11:26 Prototype This
12:14 Mythbusters
13:02 How Do They Do It?
13:26 Food Factory
13:50 Eco-Tech
14:38 Prototype This
15:26 Sport Science
16:14 Mythbusters
17:02 Eco-Tech
17:50 Prototype This

01:00 Memory Loss
02:45 Ploddy Police Car On The
Case
04:15 Pirates Who Donʼt Do
Anything
06:00 Alpha Dogz: Pups United
07:45 Egon And Donci
09:30 Bonta
11:15 Memory Loss
13:00 Ploddy Police Car On The
Case
14:30 Bamse And The City Of
Thieves
16:00 Bonta
18:00 Curious George
20:00 Miffy The Movie
21:45 Bamse And The City Of
Thieves
23:15 Egon And Donci

00:10 The Chase
01:00 Emmerdale
01:30 Coronation Street
02:30 Guess This House
03:25 Prince Philip: The Plot To
Make A King
04:20 Brief Encounters
05:15 Come Date With Me
Australia
06:10 The Chase
07:05 Guess This House
08:00 Prince Philip: The Plot To
Make A King
09:00 Brief Encounters
10:00 Come Date With Me
Australia
10:55 The Chase
11:50 Guess This House
12:45 Emmerdale
13:15 Coronation Street
14:15 The Chase
15:10 Guess This House
16:00 Broadchurch
17:50 Come Date With Me
Australia
18:45 Emmerdale
19:15 Coronation Street
19:45 Coronation Street
20:10 Guess This House
21:00 Broadchurch
21:55 Broadchurch
22:50 Emmerdale
23:15 Coronation Street

00:20 Little Miss Atlanta
01:10 The Undateables
02:00 My Big Fat Fabulous Life
02:25 Say Yes To The Dress:
Bridesmaids
02:50 Love At First Swipe
03:15 Cake Boss
03:35 Save My Style
04:00 Save My Style
04:20 Little People, Big World
04:45 Little People, Big World
05:10 Toddlers & Tiaras
06:00 Curvy Brides
06:25 Curvy Brides
06:50 Too Ugly For Love?
07:40 Outdaughtered: Busby
Quints
08:30 Little People, Big World

00:30 What Could Possibly Go
Wrong?
01:20 Race To Escape
02:10 Worldʼs Funniest Fails
03:00 Destroyed In Seconds
03:50 Ultimate Survival
04:40 How Itʼs Made
05:30 Dirty Jobs
06:20 Mythbusters
07:00 Doki
07:25 Bear Grylls Survival School
07:50 My Cat From Hell
08:40 How Itʼs Made
09:30 What Could Possibly Go
Wrong?
10:20 Mythbusters
11:10 My Cat From Hell
12:00 Ultimate Survival
12:50 How Itʼs Made
13:40 Dirty Jobs
14:30 Doki

14:55 Bear Grylls Survival School
15:20 Mythbusters
16:10 What Could Possibly Go
Wrong?
17:00 Zoltan The Wolfman
17:50 Finding Bigfoot
18:40 Destroyed In Seconds
19:30 How Itʼs Made
20:20 Mythbusters
21:10 Zoltan The Wolfman
22:00 Finding Bigfoot

23:30 Fast Nʼ Loud
Disney XD
06:00 Guardians Of The Galaxy
06:25 Marvel Ultimate Spider-Man

00:05 Botched
01:50 E! News
02:50 Celebrity Style Story
03:20 Celebrity Style Story
03:50 WAGs Miami
04:40 WAGs Miami
05:30 Celebrity Style Story
06:00 EJ NYC
06:55 E! News
07:10 EJ NYC
08:10 E! News
09:10 WAGs
10:05 WAGs
11:00 WAGs
12:00 E! News
12:15 So Cosmo
15:00 E! News
15:15 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
18:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
19:00 E! News
20:00 Rob & Chyna
21:00 Rob & Chyna
22:00 Rob & Chyna
23:00 E! News

00:30 Angie Tribeca
01:00 Angie Tribeca
01:30 Family Guy
02:00 Bordertown
02:30 Better Things
03:00 Scrubs
03:30 Scrubs
04:00 Mad Love
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
05:30 New Girl
06:00 George Lopez
06:30 Late Night With Seth Meyers
07:30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine
08:00 Mad Love
08:30 Scrubs
09:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
10:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
12:00 George Lopez
12:30 10 Items Or Less
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
14:00 Scrubs
14:30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine
15:00 New Girl
15:30 Angie Tribeca
16:00 Angie Tribeca
16:30 George Lopez
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
18:00 Scrubs
18:30 Scrubs
19:00 The Good Place
19:30 The Carmichael Show
20:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
21:00 Angie Tribeca
21:30 Angie Tribeca
22:00 Sex & Drugs & Rock & Roll
22:30 Sex & Drugs & Rock & Roll
23:00 Togetherness
23:35 Late Night With Seth Meyers

08:40 California Investigator
09:05 California Investigator
09:30 Beauty Queen Murders
10:20 I Almost Got Away With It
11:10 Tabloid
12:00 Iʼd Kill For You
12:50 I Almost Got Away With It
13:40 California Investigator
14:05 California Investigator
14:30 Beauty Queen Murders
15:20 I Almost Got Away With It
16:10 Killer Instinct With Chris
Hansen
17:00 Iʼd Kill For You
17:50 I Almost Got Away With It
18:40 California Investigator
19:05 California Investigator
19:30 Beauty Queen Murders
20:20 I Almost Got Away With It
21:10 Evil Online
22:00 The Perfect Murder
22:50 Pandoraʼs Box: Unleashing
Evil
23:40 Dead Silent

00:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
01:00 Man Finds Food
02:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
03:00 Man Fire Food
04:00 Chopped
05:00 Guyʼs Grocery Games
06:00 Barefoot Contessa
07:00 The Kitchen
08:00 The Pioneer Woman

09:00 Cooking For Real
10:00 Sibaʼs Table
11:00 The Kitchen
12:00 The Pioneer Woman
13:00 Sibaʼs Table
14:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
15:00 Chopped
16:00 The Kitchen
17:00 Cooking For Real
18:00 Chopped
19:00 Iron Chef America
20:00 Chopped
21:00 The Great Food Truck Race
22:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
22:30 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
23:00 Guyʼs Grocery Games

10:00 Uncensored With Michael
Ware
11:00 Parched
12:00 Science Of Stupid
12:30 Science Of Stupid
13:00 Situation Critical
14:00 Dog Whisperer
15:00 Dog Whisperer
16:00 Uncensored With Michael
Ware
17:00 Parched
18:00 Titanic: Case Closed
20:00 Uncensored With Michael
Ware
20:50 Parched
21:40 Titanic: Case Closed
23:20 Situation Critical

01:00 Clockstoppers
03:00 Confessions Of A Teenage
Drama Queen
05:00 Ice Princess
07:00 The Unbeatables
09:00 Mickey, Donald, Goofy: The
3 Musketeers
10:15 Brave
12:00 Ice Princess
13:45 Mickey, Donald, Goofy: The
3 Musketeers
15:00 Beverly Hills Chihuahua
17:00 Because Of Winn Dixie
19:00 Max
21:00 Mary Poppins
23:30 Beverly Hills Chihuahua

23:35 The Hive
23:45 Loopdidoo

00:20 Forged In Fire
01:10 Fifth Gear
02:00 Swamp People
02:50 Storage Wars
03:15 American Pickers
04:05 Pawn Stars
04:30 Pawn Stars
05:00 Mountain Men
06:00 Leepu And Pitbull
06:50 Ice Road Truckers
07:40 Counting Cars
08:05 Counting Cars
08:30 Pawn Stars
08:55 Pawn Stars
09:20 Storage Wars
09:45 Storage Wars
10:10 American Pickers
11:00 Hunting Hitler
11:50 Battle 360
12:40 Swamp People
13:30 Ax Men
14:20 Mountain Men
15:10 Ice Road Truckers
16:00 Leepu And Pitbull
16:50 Pawn Stars
17:15 Pawn Stars
17:40 Fifth Gear
18:30 Alone
19:20 Mountain Men
20:10 American Pickers
21:00 Big Easy Motors
21:25 Big Easy Motors
21:50 Forged In Fire
22:40 Forged In Fire
23:30 American Pickers
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KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY (06/04/2017 TO 12/04/2017)

SHARQIA-1
AFTERMATH                                                                      12:00 PM
AFTERMATH                                                                      2:00 PM
EAT LOCAL                                                                         4:00 PM
AFTERMATH                                                                      6:00 PM
EAT LOCAL                                                                         8:00 PM
AFTERMATH                                                                      10:00 PM
EAT LOCAL                                                                         12:05 AM

SHARQIA-2
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      11:30 AM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      1:30 PM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      3:30 PM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      5:30 PM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      7:30 PM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      9:30 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                                   11:30 PM

SHARQIA-3
GOING IN STYLE                                                              12:45 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              2:45 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              4:45 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              6:45 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              8:45 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              10:45 PM
AFTERMATH                                                                      12:45 AM

MUHALAB-1
AFTERMATH                                                                      11:45 AM
AFTERMATH                                                                      1:45 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                                   3:45 PM
AFTERMATH                                                                      6:30 PM
AFTERMATH                                                                      8:30 PM
AFTERMATH                                                                      10:30 PM
AFTERMATH                                                                      12:30 AM

MUHALAB-2
GOING IN STYLE                                                              1:00 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              3:00 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              5:00 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              7:00 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              9:00 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                                   11:00 PM

MUHALAB-3
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      12:00 PM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE- Arabic                      2:00 PM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      4:00 PM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE- Arabic                      6:00 PM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      8:00 PM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      10:00 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              12:05 AM

FANAR-1
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                                   1:15 PM
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic                                  1:30 PM
GET OUT                                                                              3:45 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                                   5:45 PM
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic                                  8:15 PM
GET OUT                                                                              10:30 PM

AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic                                  12:30 AM

FANAR-2
GOING IN STYLE                                                              11:45 AM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              1:45 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              3:45 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              5:45 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              7:45 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              9:45 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              11:45 PM

FANAR-3
AFTERMATH                                                                      12:00 PM
AFTERMATH                                                                      2:00 PM
AFTERMATH                                                                      4:00 PM
EAT LOCAL                                                                         6:00 PM
AFTERMATH                                                                      8:00 PM
EAT LOCAL                                                                         10:00 PM
EAT LOCAL                                                                         12:05 AM

FANAR-4
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      12:15 PM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      2:15 PM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      4:15 PM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      6:15 PM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      8:15 PM
AFTERMATH                                                                      10:15 PM
AFTERMATH                                                                      12:15 AM

FANAR-5
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE- Arabic                      1:00 PM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE- Arabic                      3:00 PM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE- Arabic                      5:00 PM
SAFRA 5 NJOOM                                                             7:00 PM
SAFRA 5 NJOOM                                                             9:00 PM
SAFRA 5 NJOOM                                                             11:00 PM
EAT LOCAL                                                                         1:00 AM

MARINA-1
AFTERMATH                                                                      12:00 PM
AFTERMATH                                                                      2:00 PM
AFTERMATH                                                                      4:00 PM
MAHBAS (SOLITAIRE)                                                    6:00 PM
MAHBAS (SOLITAIRE)                                                    8:00 PM
AFTERMATH                                                                      10:00 PM
AFTERMATH                                                                      12:05 AM

MARINA-2
GOING IN STYLE                                                              12:15 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              2:15 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              4:15 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              6:15 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              8:15 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              10:15 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              12:15 AM

MARINA-3
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      11:45 AM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      1:45 PM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      3:45 PM

SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE- Arabic                      5:45 PM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      7:45 PM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      9:45 PM
GET OUT                                                                              11:45 PM

AVENUES-1
COLLIDE                                                                              11:30 AM
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic                                  1:30 PM
COLLIDE                                                                              3:45 PM
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic                                  5:45 PM
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic                                  8:00 PM
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic                                  10:15 PM
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic                                  12:30 AM

AVENUES-2
KONG: SKULL ISLAND -3D-4DX                               11:45 AM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE -3D-4DX                  2:15 PM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE -3D-4DX                  4:15 PM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE -3D-4DX                  6:15 PM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE -3D-4DX                  8:15 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND -3D-4DX                               10:15 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND -3D-4DX                               12:45 AM

AVENUES-3
SAFRA 5 NJOOM                                                             12:15 PM
GET OUT                                                                              2:30 PM
SAFRA 5 NJOOM                                                             4:45 PM
SAFRA 5 NJOOM                                                             7:00 PM
SAFRA 5 NJOOM                                                             9:15 PM
SAFRA 5 NJOOM                                                             11:30 PM

AVENUES-4
GOING IN STYLE                                                              11:45 AM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              1:45 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              4:00 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              6:15 PM
SAFRA 5 NJOOM                                                             8:30 PM
Special Show “SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE”     8:30 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                                   10:45 PM
AFTERMATH                                                                      1:15 AM

360 º- 1
GOING IN STYLE                                                              12:30 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              2:45 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              5:00 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              7:15 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              9:30 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              11:45 PM

360º- 2
SALT AND FIRE                                                                 1:30 PM
EAT LOCAL                                                                         3:30 PM
SALT AND FIRE                                                                 5:45 PM
EAT LOCAL                                                                         8:00 PM
SALT AND FIRE                                                                 10:00 PM
EAT LOCAL                                                                         12:15 AM

360º- 3
GET OUT                                                                              11:45 AM
GET OUT                                                                              2:15 PM

GET OUT                                                                              4:30 PM
GET OUT                                                                              6:45 PM
GET OUT                                                                              9:00 PM
GET OUT                                                                              11:15 PM

AL-KOUT.1
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      11:30 AM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      1:30 PM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      3:30 PM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      5:30 PM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      7:30 PM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      9:30 PM
AFTERMATH                                                                      11:30 PM

AL-KOUT.2
GOING IN STYLE                                                              12:00 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              2:00 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              4:00 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              6:00 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              8:00 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              10:00 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              12:05 AM

AL-KOUT.3
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      12:30 PM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      2:30 PM
SAFRA 5 NJOOM                                                             4:30 PM
SAFRA 5 NJOOM                                                             6:30 PM
SAFRA 5 NJOOM                                                             8:30 PM
SAFRA 5 NJOOM                                                             10:30 PM
SAFRA 5 NJOOM                                                             12:30 AM

AL-KOUT.4
AFTERMATH                                                                      1:00 PM
EAT LOCAL                                                                         3:00 PM
AFTERMATH                                                                      5:00 PM
EAT LOCAL                                                                         7:00 PM
AFTERMATH                                                                      9:00 PM
EAT LOCAL                                                                         11:00 PM
EAT LOCAL                                                                         1:00 AM

BAIRAQ-1
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      1:00 PM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      3:00 PM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      5:00 PM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      7:00 PM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      9:00 PM
SMURFS: THE LOST VILLAGE                                      11:00 PM

BAIRAQ-2
GOING IN STYLE                                                              12:45 PM
GOING IN STYLE                                                              2:45 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                                   4:45 PM
SAFRA 5 NJOOM                                                             7:15 PM
AKHER DEEK FE MASR -Arabic                                  9:15 PM
SAFRA 5 NJOOM                                                             11:30 PM

Arrival Flights on Wednesday 12/4/2017
Airlines Flt Route Time
THY 772 Istanbul 00:10
KAC 786 Jeddah 00:30
JZR 267 Beirut 00:35
KAC 102 London 00:55
DLH 635 Doha 01:00
JZR 539 Cairo 01:25
MSR 618 Alexandria 01:35
UAE 853 Dubai 01:40
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 01:50
KKK 6506 Istanbul 01:55
KLM 446 Bahrain 02:05
QTR 1086 Doha 02:05
PGT 830 Istanbul 02:10
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
KAC 418 Manila 02:50
OMA 643 Muscat 03:05
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:10
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
FDB 069 Dubai 03:15
QTR 1076 Doha 03:40
KAC 544 Cairo 03:50
CEB 018 Manila 04:00
KAC 346 Ahmedabad 04:15
UAE 873 Dubai 04:15
KAC 332 Trivandrum 04:45
KAC 358 Kochi 04:50
KAC 784 Jeddah 05:00
THY 770 Istanbul 05:05
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
KAC 344 Chennai 05:30
KAC 362 Colombo 05:50
BAW 157 London 06:05
KAC 284 Dhaka 06:35
KAC 206 Islamabad 06:40
KAC 302 Mumbai 06:55
KAC 156 Istanbul 07:05
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 384 Delhi 08:00
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 08:55
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:00
IRC 6511 ABD 09:10
QTR 1070 Doha 09:20
IRA 665 Shiraz 09:25
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
IRM 1188 Mashhad 09:55
MSC 415 Sohag 10:15
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
MEA 404 Beirut 10:55
AXB 889 Mangalore/Bahrain 11:05
JZR 561 Sohag 11:10
KAC 742 Dammam 11:45
JZR 165 Dubai 11:50
IAW 157 Al Najaf 12:00
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
THY 766 Istanbul 12:50
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
KAC 662 Abu Dhabi 13:15
CLX 792 Luxembourg 13:15
KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
IRC 6521 Lamerd 14:00
QTR 1078 Doha 14:05
KNE 231 Riyadh 14:10
KAC 364 Colombo 14:15
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:15

KAC 618 Doha 14:20
FDB 059 Dubai 14:20
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:20
IRC 526 Mashhad 14:30
KAC 540 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:35
JZR 357 Mashhad 14:50
KAC 692 Muscat 14:55
KAC 788 Jeddah 14:55
KNE 529 Jeddah 14:55
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:05
KNE 683 Madinah 15:05
KAC 562 Amman 15:10
OMA 645 Muscat 15:10
KAC 502 Beirut 15:25
KAC 412 Bangkok 15:30
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35
KAC 118 New York 15:40
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
SAW 705 Damascus 15:50
SVA 504 Madinah 16:00
RJA 640 Amman 16:00
MSR 575 Sharm el-Sheikh 16:10
QTR 1072 Doha 16:15
FDB 051 Dubai 16:15
JZR 125 Bahrain 16:25
JZR 787 Riyadh 16:35
KAC 542 Cairo 17:05
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:35
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
QTR 1080 Doha 18:05
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30
JZR 483 Istanbul 18:30
KAC 512 Mashhad 18:40
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20
KAC 154 Istanbul 19:30
KAC 616 Bahrain 19:40
KAC 674 Dubai 19:40
KAC 776 Riyadh 19:50
KAC 620 Doha 19:50
FDB 057 Dubai 19:50
KAC 104 London 20:00
OMA 647 Muscat 20:05
KNE 381 Taif 20:10
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:15
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
JZR 189 Dubai 20:25
QTR 1088 Doha 20:35
KAC 564 Amman 21:00
KAC 170 Frankfurt 21:05
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:10
KLM 445 Amsterdam 21:15
ALK 229 Colombo 21:15
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:50
QTR 1082 Doha 22:00
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
AIC 975 Chennai/Goa 22:25
BBC 043 Dhaka 22:30
JZR 241 Amman 22:55
JZR 185 Dubai 22:55
JAI 574 Mumbai 23:00
FDB 071 Dubai 23:35
PIA 239 Sialkot 23:40

Departure Flights on Wednesday 12/4/2017
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 988 Hyderabad/Chennai 00:05
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:30
MSC 406 Sohag 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
ICV 675 Hong Kong 01:35
THY 773 Istanbul 01:40
KAC 363 Colombo 01:55
DLH 635 Frankfurt 02:00
MSR 619 Alexandria 02:35
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 02:50
THY 765 Istanbul 02:50
KKK 6505 Istanbul 02:55
PGT 831 Istanbul 03:10
UAE 854 Dubai 03:30
KLM 446 Amsterdam 03:30
OMA 644 Muscat 04:05
QTR 1087 Doha 04:10
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:10
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
KAC 417 Manila 04:20
JZR 560 Sohag 04:45
KAC 103 London 05:00
CEB 019 Manila 05:30
QTR 1077 Doha 05:35
UAE 874 Dubai 06:15
THY 771 Istanbul 06:25
RJA 643 Amman 06:25
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05
JZR 164 Dubai 07:15
KAC 501 Beirut 07:50
KAC 171 Frankfurt 07:50
BAW 156 London 08:20
FDB 054 Dubai 08:30
KAC 741 Dammam 08:30
KAC 539 Sharm el-Sheikh 08:40
KAC 661 Abu Dhabi 08:45
KAC 101 London 09:00
KAC 117 New York 09:00
JZR 356 Mashhad 09:00
KAC 671 Dubai 09:15
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:15
KAC 691 Muscat 09:30
KAC 561 Amman 09:30
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:40
JZR 482 Istanbul 09:40
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:00
IRC 6522 Lamerd 10:00
KAC 541 Cairo 10:00
KAC 617 Doha 10:15
IRA 664 Shiraz 10:25
KAC 153 Istanbul 10:30
QTR 1071 Doha 10:35
FDB 056 Dubai 10:35
IRM 1189 Mashhad 11:10
MSC 416 Sohag 11:15
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
MEA 405 Beirut 11:55
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:00
AXB 890 Mangalore 12:05
KAC 511 Mashhad 12:45
IAW 158 Al Najaf 13:00
JZR 786 Riyadh 13:10
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
JZR 124 Bahrain 13:30

THY 767 Istanbul 13:45
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
AAG 147 IQA 14:00
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
CLX 792 Hanoi 14:30
IRC 6512 ABD 14:50
KNE 382 Taif 15:00
KAC 673 Dubai 15:00
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:05
FDB 060 Dubai 15:05
QTR 1079 Doha 15:15
IRC 527 Mashhad 15:30
KAC 563 Amman 15:40
SVA 501 Jeddah 15:45
JZR 188 Dubai 15:50
KNE 530 Jeddah 15:55
KNE 684 Madinah 16:00
KAC 619 Doha 16:00
KAC 775 Riyadh 16:05
OMA 646 Muscat 16:10
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20
KAC 615 Bahrain 16:30
SAW 706 Damascus 16:50
MSR 576 Sharm el-Sheikh 16:50
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
SVA 505 Madinah 16:55
FDB 052 Dubai 17:05
KAC 503 Beirut 17:15
JZR 266 Beirut 17:15
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
JZR 240 Amman 17:30
KAC 361 Colombo 17:35
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
KAC 357 Kochi 17:40
KAC 283 Dhaka 18:00
KAC 343 Chennai 18:00
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 184 Dubai 18:20
JZR 538 Cairo 18:35
QTR 1081 Doha 19:15
JZR 552 Alexandria 19:20
MSR 621 Cairo 19:30
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00
KAC 785 Jeddah 20:10
FDB 058 Dubai 20:30
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
KAC 331 Trivandrum 20:35
KAC 353 Bangalore 20:55
DLH 634 Doha 21:00
KAC 1543 Cairo 21:00
OMA 648 Muscat 21:05
KNE 232 Riyadh 21:10
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
KAC 301 Mumbai 21:40
QTR 1089 Doha 21:45
KAC 203 Lahore 21:45
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
KAC 205 Islamabad 21:55
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:00
KAC 155 Istanbul 22:15
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
KLM 445 Bahrain 22:25
UAE 860 Dubai 22:35
KAC 383 Delhi 22:35
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:50
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00
JZR 528 Asyut 23:05
KAC 783 Jeddah 23:10
QTR 1083 Doha 23:20
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PRAYER TIMINGS

Automated
enquiry

about the
Civil ID card is
1889988

Fajr: 04:05

Shorook: 05:26

Duhr: 11:49

Asr: 15:23

Maghrib: 18:12

Isha: 19:31

CHANGE OF NAME

I, Khalilulla Nabujan Sayyed
s/o Nawabjan Shaikh, holder
of Indian Passport No.
L3465768 and Civil ID No.
276070402459 has changed
my name to Khalilullah
Nawabjan Shaikh, hereinafter
in all my dealings and docu-
ments.
(C 5294)

I, Maddipatla Nagaraja s/o
Narayana Naidu, holder of
Indian Passport No.
H8473093 and Civil ID No.
279060501967 has changed
my name to Rallapalli
Nagaraja Naidu, hereinafter
in all my dealings and docu-
ments. (C 5293)
11-4-2017
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You may enjoy a job in the movie industry. Certainly, you could work in the
background with technical set design, makeup or costume. Life gets exciting for you
from time to time and it would be good to step away from a situation to study the next
step. Today there are many interruptions, making it very difficult to stay focused. Stop
seeking approval from others and begin looking at yourself as deserving more. You
would not like your best friend to question your every move as it would give you little
confidence. As a result, you will now practice self-confidence and hold yourself in high
esteem. You have a lot to offer and people love your ideas. You might even consider a
job in advertising. 

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Your efforts to improve your financial status are positive. Improvements
and corrections within the work environment are imperative. Others will notice your posi-
tive attitude. You may want to make a list of some personal changes you want to make-
they are more important than you think. If any of the changes are emotional, get some
professional help so that you will have tools to help you deal with life more comfortably.
Nourish your sense of humor. Honest interaction with others is important and you should
make an effort to listen to your own responses as well as how you present yourself to oth-
ers. Explanations will come easily but simple reasoning is the most important process of
understanding. Presentations at work may be rescheduled for tomorrow.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Create ways in which your superiors can be encouraged by your ideas. Think
through your work goals. Eagerness is commendable but must be timed for

the best impact. Controlling your intensity may be the work that is set out for you during
this month. Look for ways in which to accomplish your work and let the advancements and
promises for raises take care of themselves. There will be a time to work toward a raise, but
not now. You could find that you are appreciated for your feelings and your ability to follow
through with projects. Challenges may be a green light but be careful where you step! Find
ways to be helpful. Through this effort, your whole essence could change. Take some time
this evening to visit with a needy family member.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Good communication is at a high. Your timing is perfect for whatever you
have set before you now. You are most spontaneous when it comes to

responding to the need to come to the aid of a co-worker. There is a desire for beauty and
harmony in your life that stimulates your creativity and imagination, yet makes you prone
to delusion. This is a good time to consolidate and organize your affairs or rearrange your
living situation-not necessarily to shop. Your friends may find you especially witty and
eccentric just now. You should find constructive ways to express a tremendous energy you
may be feeling now. Perhaps visiting with a young person or a drive to a nearby park with a

loved one would be fun. You may enjoy feeding the ducks.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Leo (July 23-August 22)

You are doing your best work and your work is showing the results of your
efforts. You could feel a great amount of support from those around you and circum-
stances could dictate your taking action. An older person in your family may enjoy having a
noon meal with you and the visit has possibilities of ending in much laughter after a little
reminiscing session. This may be a good thing to do from time to time and has many possi-
bilities. Life’s earlier, simpler pleasures may give you ideas in helping yourself and others to
solve problems. Sharing some changes in technology may bring others around to listen.
Communicating and getting your message across to others is productive. Friends around
you should find you most eager to interact.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

Today is for teamwork. You don’t have to prove how well you can work in a
team; you just have to follow the plan. This is a successful day. Whatever you invest in at this
time will last a long time and tend to increase in value. This is a great time to begin a new
and positive habit; eventually, the old, negative habits will just dissolve away. Perhaps a
more nutritional way of feeding your body would be most acceptable for you now.
Communicating and getting your message across to others is at a high. Your timing should
be perfect and those around you should find you most spontaneous and alive. Taxes may
prove less taxing than usual this month, as you are more able to understand how to man-
age your finances in successful ways.

Libra (September 23-October 22)

There is good luck in money matters today. However, future income may be
thin for a short while. Do what you can to eliminate any problems that may come up later.
One way or another, the winds of change are on their way. Although you would rather
know exactly what the plans are . . . The quick-moving events coming soon may be a won-
derful freeing experience. Do not try to force an issue with a young person this afternoon.
Your powers of creativity are great and you will be able to create a way to cleverly make
your point. This is a time of unexpected opportunities. A difficult job is now found to be
much easier. Relations with friends of the opposite sex could be a big plus at this time. This
is one of your better days for love and money.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

Your hours at work may lessen and this could be a good thing-considering
you are likely to work very long hours. If you end up not making as much as

you had hoped, you might consider another job. A job promotion or further education is
possible now. You have a way of turning things around to have most positive results.
Ambitious schemes and the pursuit of success and status take on a high priority. You may
find yourself visiting old friends this afternoon, perhaps co-worker friends. You may not feel
like socializing, but you will want to enjoy just hanging around. Stay away from lifting and
moving things. Nurture yourself by doing something for someone else. Someone shows
his or her appreciation for your kind deeds today.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Steer away from arguments and possible hard feelings. Your thoughts may
not synchronize with your feelings and this could result in a clash with someone today. This
may be a difficult time to relax and remain calm. There may be a serious decision made
about the future of a project, investment or term of employment with your business at this
time. This is a most beneficial time to seek out new ventures in which to invest. This
evening brings about some new and positive insight to an old problem. Everything con-
spires to reveal you at your most elegant, particularly in social situations. You will have a
grasp for abstract and spiritual ideas and the ability to communicate these to others. A

common interest in all things mystical has your attention today.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

If your personal popularity was wanting before today, it is back now. There is
good harmony and understanding with others today. People hardly have to finish a sen-
tence before you intuitively know just what they need; easy does it. You will be happy to
know that when you make a presentation to higher-ups, the support you need will be
there for you. This is a great time to work with others. There is a tendency for you to be
extremely hard working and ambitious on the professional level. It is important to develop
a team attitude so as not to alienate fellow workers. Your taste in art and creative expres-
sions has just begun. Now is perhaps a good time to select furnishings, colors and the finer
things of life. Shop for the best buys.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 1576

ACROSS
1. A compartment in front of a motor
vehicle where driver sits.
4. Formed like a bacillus.
12. A vinyl polymer used especially in
paints or adhesives.
15. Title for a civil or military leader (espe-
cially in Turkey).
16. Having no fever.
17. A unit of absorbed ionizing radiation
equal to 100 ergs per gram of irradiated
material.
18. Lace again.
20. Any system of principles or beliefs.
21. One of the most common of the five
major classes of immunoglobulins.
22. A tricycle (usually propelled by ped-
alling).
23. A religious cult practiced chiefly in
Caribbean countries (especially Haiti).
25. An implement used to propel or steer
a boat.
28. A particular geographical region of
indefinite boundary (usually serving
some special purpose or distinguished
by its people or culture or geography).
29. A small wooded hollow.
32. The cry made by sheep.
33. Being ten more than one hundred
ninety.
34. A naturally occuring glyceride of oleic
acid that is found in fats and oils.
38. (law) A comprehensive term for any
proceeding in a court of law whereby an
individual seeks a legal remedy.
42. Beyond or deviating from the usual or
expected.
43. Conforming to an ultimate standard
of perfection or excellence.
44. Type genus of the Alcidae comprising
solely the razorbill.
45. A mountain peak in south central Sri
Lanka (7,360 feet high).
48. The airforce of Great Britain.
50. Standard time in the 8th time zone
west of Greenwich, reckoned at the
120th meridian west.
51. A language spoken by the Atakapa
people of the Gulf coast of Louisiana and
Texas.
52. A genus of Nymphalidae.
54. A chronic inflammatory collagen dis-
ease affecting connective tissue (skin or
joints).
55. An international organization of
European countries formed after World
War II  to reduce trade barriers and
increase cooperation among its mem-
bers.
57. The outermost (and toughest) of the
3 meninges.
61. A toxic nonmetallic element related
to sulfur and tellurium.
64. A republic in West Africa on the Gulf
of Guinea.
68. A member of the Mongolian people
of central Asia who invaded Russia in the
13th century.
70. A river in north central Switzerland
that runs northeast into the Rhine.
71. Basic principles of the cosmos.
73. An iconic mental representation.
74. A self-funded retirement plan that
allows you to contribute a limited yearly
sum toward your retirement.
75. A river in northeastern Brazil that
flows generally northward to the Atlantic
Ocean.
77. A condition (mostly in boys) charac-
terized by behavioral and learning disor-
ders.
78. (astronomy) A measure of time

defined by Earth's orbital motion.
79. A worker engaged in making steel.
80. Of or relating to a member of the
Buddhist people inhabiting the Mekong
river in Laos and Thailand.

DOWN
1. The lean flesh of a fish that is often
farmed.
2. American novelist (1909-1955).
3. With no effort to conceal.
4. An indehiscent fruit derived from a sin-
gle ovary having one or many seeds
within a fleshy wall or pericarp.
5. Regional and archaic.
6. A ductile gray metallic element of the
lanthanide series.
7. Counting the number of white and red
blood cells and the number of platelets
in 1 cubic millimeter of blood.
8. Pour water on.
9. A statement that deviates from or per-
verts the truth.
10. A nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory
drug (trademarks Aleve and Anaprox and
Aflaxen).
11. Make anew.
12. Earlier in time.
13. Not clearly understood or expressed.
14. A city in southern Turkey on the
Seyhan River.
19. Garlic mayonnaise.
24. The capital and largest city of
Bangladesh.
26. A port city in southwestern Iran.
27. Medium-sized tree-dwelling monkey
of the Amazon basin.
30. A liquid solution that results from elu-
tion.
31. A subsidiary proposition that is
assumed to be true in order to prove
another proposition.
35. The Fate who spins the thread of life.
36. Of a pale purple color.
37. Either of two large African antelopes
of the genus Taurotragus having short
spirally twisted horns in both sexes.
39. First in order of importance.
40. Interface consisting of a standard port
between a computer and its peripherals
that is used in some computers.
41. Informal terms for a meal.
46. A city in northeastern Ohio.
47. The highest point of something.
49. Pertaining to or resembling or befit-
ting Faust or Faustus especially in insa-
tiably striving for worldly knowledge and
power even at the price of spiritual val-
ues.
53. Thick like cream.
56. Relating to the blood vessels or
blood.
58. A unit of weight for precious stones =
200 mg.
59. French writer who is considered the
father of science fiction (1828-1905).
60. An assertion of a right (as to money or
property).
62. (Irish) Chief god of the Tuatha De
Danann.
63. Any system of principles or beliefs.
65. Not easy.
66. A system of one or more computers
and associated software with common
storage.
67. An agenda of things to do.
69. An official language of the Republic
of South Africa.
72. Headdress that protects the head
from bad weather.
76. A soft silvery metallic element of the
alkali earth group.

Yesterday’s Solution

Yesterday’s Solution

34s t a r s

Daily SuDoku

Wordsearch Puzzle

Your professional involvement defines who you are and your work is the key
to your wellbeing. Your business and directional abilities are in high focus. Draw the line
between when to work overtime and when to have some fun. Others value you for your
ability to make practical decisions concerning group issues. You have a natural sense of
what the public wants at this time. Clear decisions affecting others will be acceptable and
appreciated-relax. You have a strong ability to control your emotions and may have
learned some excellent problem-solving techniques. This is a superb time to get close to
family members or friends without the emotional factor sweeping you away. Mental stim-
ulation from others is a key for you right now.

A hard to unravel problem comes to your attention and you will rise to the
challenge. Figuring things out, spotting the tilt of a picture, separating the old

from the new and finding the flaw in the fabric are just a few of the things that take on spe-
cial meaning now. There is mental busywork now. Your mind is quickened, making you
receptive to all external stimuli. Be judicious and diplomatic in your discussions with co-
workers. You are feeling festive and desirous of having fun times with family and friends
this afternoon. Just being away from the focus of solving problems helps you to relax.
Communicating with long-distance friends is enjoyable and acquaintances with neighbors
are made strong. You are becoming a better listener.

Yesterday’s Solution
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Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists

Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444

Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222

Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171

Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999

Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700

Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223

Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)

Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510

Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660

Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478

Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996

Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988

Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166

Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners

Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123

Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312

Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920

Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465

Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528

Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781

Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists

Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534

Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955

Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660

Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120

Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan                                  22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

DrAdrian arbe                                   23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin                       2572-6666 ext 8321

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan                              22655539

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami                  25343406

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly                                  25739272

Dr. Salem soso                                                  22618787

General Surgeons

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer                          22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher             25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart

Dr. Adnan Ebil                                                   22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada                                      22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan                              25728004

Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra                                  25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub                                    24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani                                25654300/3

Paediatricians

Dr. Khaled Hamadi                              25665898

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed                         25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard                             25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar                                   22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof                                  25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare                                  23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew                        24334282

Dermatology

Dr. Mohammed Salam 
Bern University                                      23845955

Dentists

Dr Anil Thomas                                       3729596/3729581

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar                          22641071/2

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed                     22562226

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer                       22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan                              22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash             22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan             25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari                              25620111

Neurologists

Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri         25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan                     25345875

Gastrologists

Dr. Sami Aman                                        22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly         25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali                 22633135

Endocrinologist

     Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman 25339330

     Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

     Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924

Physiotherapists & VD

     Dr. Deyaa Shehab 25722291

     Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees 22666288

Rheumatologists:

     Dr. Adel Al-Awadi 25330060

     Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah 25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart

     DR.Mohammes Akkad           24555050 Ext 210

     Dr. Mohammad Zubaid
     MB, ChB, FRCPC, PACC
     Assistant Professor Of Medicine
     Head, Division of Cardiology
     Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital 25339667

Consultant Cardiologist

     Dr. Farida Al-Habib          2611555-2622555
     MD, PH.D, FACC

     Inaya German Medical Center
     Te: 2575077
     Fax: 25723123

Soor Center
Tel: 2290-1677
Fax: 2290 1688

info@soorcenter.com
www.soorcenter.com

Psychologists
/Psychotherapists

PRIVATE CLINICS

William Schuilenberg, RPC 2290-1677
Zaina Al Zabin, M.Sc. 2290-1677

Kaizen center
25716707

Noor Clinic
23845955

INTERNATIONAL
CALLS

Afghanistan 0093

Albania 00355

Algeria 00213

Andorra 00376

Angola 00244

Anguilla 001264

Antiga 001268

Argentina 0054

Armenia 00374

Australia 0061

Austria 0043

Azerbaijan 00994

Bahamas 001242

Bahrain 00973

Bangladesh 00880

Barbados 001246

Belarus 00375

Belgium 0032

Belize 00501

Benin 00229

Bermuda 001441

Bhutan 00975

Bolivia 00591

Bosnia 00387

Botswana 00267

Brazil 0055

Brunei 00673

Bulgaria 00359

Burkina 00226

Burundi 00257

Cambodia 00855

Cameroon 00237

Canada 001

Cape Verde 00238

Cayman Islands 001345

Central African 00236

Chad 00235

Chile 0056

China 0086

Colombia 0057

Comoros 00269

Congo 00242

Cook Islands 00682

Costa Rica 00506

Croatia 00385

Cuba 0053

Cyprus 00357

Cyprus (Northern) 0090392

Czech Republic 00420

Denmark 0045

Diego Garcia 00246

Djibouti 00253

Dominica 001767

Dominican Republic 001809

Ecuador 00593

Egypt 0020

El Salvador 00503

England (UK) 0044

Equatorial Guinea 00240

Eritrea 00291

Estonia 00372

Ethiopia 00251

Falkland Islands 00500

Faroe Islands 00298

Fiji 00679

Finland 00358

France 0033

French Guiana 00594

French Polynesia 00689

Gabon 00241

Gambia 00220

Georgia 00995

Germany 0049

Ghana 00233

Gibraltar 00350

Greece 0030

Greenland 00299

Grenada 001473

Guadeloupe 00590

Guam 001671

Guatemala 00502

Guinea 00224

Guyana 00592

Haiti 00509

Holland (Netherlands) 0031

Honduras 00504

Hong Kong 00852

Hungary 0036

Ibiza (Spain) 0034

Iceland 00354

India 0091

Indian Ocean 00873

Indonesia 0062

Iran 0098

Iraq 00964

Ireland 00353

Italy 0039

Ivory Coast 00225

Jamaica 001876

Japan 0081

Jordan 00962

Kazakhstan 007

Kenya 00254

Kiribati 00686

Kuwait 00965

Kyrgyzstan 00996

Laos 00856

Latvia 00371

Lebanon 00961

Liberia 00231

Libya 00218

Lesotho 00266

Lithuania 00370

Luxembourg 00352

Macau 00853

Macedonia 00389

Madagascar 00261

Majorca 0034

Malawi 00265

Malaysia 0060

Maldives 00960

Mali 00223

Malta 00356

Marshall Islands 00692

Martinique 00596

Mauritania 00222

Mauritius 00230

Mayotte 00269

Mexico 0052

Micronesia 00691

Moldova 00373

Monaco 00377

Mongolia 00976

Montserrat 001664

Morocco 00212

Mozambique 00258

Myanmar (Burma) 0095

Namibia 00264

Nepal 00977

Netherlands 0031

Netherlands Antilles 00599

New Caledonia 00687

New Zealand 0064

Nicaragua 00505

Nigar 00227

Nigeria 00234

Niue 00683

Norfolk Island 00672

N. Ireland (UK) 0044

North Korea 00850

Norway 0047

Oman 00968

Pakistan 0092

Palau 00680

Panama 00507

Papua New Guinea 00675

Paraguay 00595

Peru 0051

Philippines 0063

Poland 0048

Portugal 00351

Puerto Rico 001787

Qatar 00974

Romania 0040

Russian Federation 007

Rwanda 00250
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Brad Pitt's new movie 'Ad Astra' will begin filming in
July. The 53-year-old actor is set to star in the upcom-
ing sci-fi movie which will see him play the role of an

autistic engineer whose father left when he was young to
try and find extra-terrestrial life on Neptune. As an adult,
Brad's character is now tasked with travelling the solar sys-
tem to find his father. The idea for the movie was penned
by filmmaker James Gray - who directed the recently
released movie 'The Lost City of Z', which Pitt produced -
who recently confirmed the impending shoot date. When
asked by Collider.com if 'Ad Astra' is his next project with
Pitt in the starring role, Gray said: "Yes, yes, and yes. I'm ter-

rified by it. "The science-fiction genre is so tricky because
there are elements of fantasy usually involved, and there
are also fantastical elements. What I'm trying to do is the
most realistic depiction of space travel that's been put in a
movie and to basically say, 'Space is awfully hostile to us.'
"It's kind of a 'Heart of Darkness' story about traveling to
the outer edge of our solar system. I have a lot of hopes for
it but it is certainly ambitious ... It starts shooting July 17th,
so not too far away. I'm filled with terror, but that's fine." As
of yet, no other details have been released about the proj-
ect with no release date or further casting announce-
ments. Meanwhile, Gray recently dubbed Pitt as the "great-

est guy", despite missing out on the debut of 'The Lost City
of Z' at the New York Film Festival last year following his
high-profile split from Angelina Jolie. Gray said of Pitt: "I've
exchanged a lot of emails with him. I love him to death. I've
been here, obviously, not there. I'll see him soon. He is the
greatest guy." "I owe him a huge debt. He was the one who
sent the book [that inspired the film] to me and he's the
one who's stuck by me for many, many years. And I've got
nothing but love for that guy."

Brad Pitt's Ad Astra to film in July 

Dwayne Johnson:
Black Adam could 

become permanent
DCEU character 

Dwayne 'The Rock' Johnson thinks his DC Comics
character Black Adam could join an ensemble
movie "at some point". The 44-year-old actor was

first cast as Black Adam for the upcoming DC movie
'Shazam!' - in which his character would be the villain -
however slow development on the project and the rising
popularity of Dwayne led studio bosses to give the charac-
ter his own eponymously titled feature. Now, Dwayne
believes Black Adam could become a steady character in
the DC Extended Universe (DCEU) after he's been estab-
lished in his own movie. Speaking to MTV News, Dwayne
said: "We've had great discussions with Geoff Johns over at
DC. This is a really fun, cool time for DC right now because
they're world-building. We're seeing that with Wonder
Woman and Aquaman. We have a few surprises down the
line. So what we decided to do was to create a scenario
where Black Adam has his stand-alone movie, and Captain
Marvel, Shazam, has his stand-alone movie. We're building
our world that way, and then we can come together at
some point." If Black Adam does become a steady feature
in the DCEU, he could appear in a future ensemble movie,
if the studio bosses decide to pursue a sequel to the
upcoming 'Justice League', which sees Batman (Ben
Affleck), Superman (Henry Cavill), Wonder Woman (Gal
Gadot), the Flash (Ezra Miller), Aquaman (Jason Momoa)
and Cyborg (Ray Fisher) join forces to battle with the evil
Steppenwolf (Ciar?n Hinds). Recently, 'Justice League'
director Zack Snyder said one of the most "rewarding
aspects" of making the feature was working with the "com-
plex relationships" that exist within the group of "larger-
than-life characters". He said: "One of the more rewarding
aspects of creating Justice League was having fun explor-
ing the dynamic between this diverse group of larger-
than-life characters with disparate backgrounds, ethics,
and unique perspectives all trying to come together and
work as a team. "It not only offers an opportunity for great
drama and complex relationships, but it also often results
in great fun. It's an exciting concept to explore and it only
gets better when you add the component of our incredibly
talented cast - their chemistry really adds to that dynamic."
'Black Adam' has yet to be given a release date, but
'Shazam!' is scheduled for 2019 and 'Justice League' will hit
screens in November this year.

Foo Fighters have delayed their next album to focus on
pulling off a blinding set at Glastonbury. The 'Walk'
hitmakers were expected to spend a lot of time in the

recording studio working on the follow-up to 2014's 'Sonic
Highways' over the coming months, but guitarist Chris
Shiflett has said they will be concentrating all of their ener-
gy on their forthcoming headline slot at the music extrava-
ganza at Worthy Farm in Somerset, South West England,
where they will top the bill on the Pyramid Stage on
Saturday June 24. The 45-year-old rocker told website
musicfeeds.com.au: "We've got some shows coming up
this summer. I'm not sure what the plan is for a new record.
I'm sure there will be one at some point, but right now
we've just got a bunch of gigs coming up this summer and
some festivals. I'm sure that there'll be more coming down
the pipe. And when the Powers That Be that manipulate
this kind of information want the world to know, they're
gonna tell everybody!" Chris was joined by frontman Dave
Grohl, Taylor Hawkins, Nate Mendel and Pat Smear as they
announced the news of their headline performance in a
video on Glastonbury's Facebook page and founder
Michael Eavis confirmed the news at a special concert near

the festival venue in Somerset back in February. Taking to
the stage to introduce the band, he said: "Foo Fighters are
the best band in the world right now. They came to Worthy
Farm this afternoon to tell me that they're going to head-
line Glastonbury. Saturday night. June 25th. Be there or be
square." In the Facebook video, Michael and his daughter
Emily were seen driving up to the famous Pyramid stage,
where the band were sitting with their instruments.
However, Emily informed them that they were four months
too early.  Michael said: "This is the world famous Pyramid
stage that you're headlining on.  And Emily explained: "I'm
really sorry but it's not tonight. Give us four months."
However, they then agreed that the band would play a gig
at a venue in Frome, Somerset instead, which was also
broadcast live on Facebook.  Foo Fighters were forced to
pull out of the 2015 festival after frontman Grohl broke his
leg. It is the indie rock group's third time headlining, the
last being in 2003 and they made their debut in 1997. And,
in 2011 they stormed the Park Stage with a surprise set.

Foo Fighters delay album for Glastonbury 

Madonna's

Vogue producer
sues Warner
Music Group 

The producer behind Madonna's biggest hit
'Vogue' is suing Warner Music Group for unpaid
royalties. Shep Pettibone - who has also worked

with the likes of the late George Michael and Sir Elton
John in the past - co-wrote and produced the 58-
year-old pop megastar's 1990 single and he believes
he is owed the sum of £500,000 as he has claimed
they failed to pay him what he deserves. According
to documents obtained by TMZ, Shep says it was in
2012 when he and Warner Brothers were sued after
they allegedly swiped the song - which featured on
Madonna's 'I'm Breathless' LP - that he felt let down
by the label and claims they kept money from him to
pay off the massive legal bills for the case, which is
said to have cost them more than $700,000. Shep
now has a legal team working for him to get Warner
Brothers to pay him what he believes he is rightfully
owned for his contribution to Madonna's chart-top-
ping track. In 2016, Madonna won the copyright
infringement case from 2012. A company called VMG
Salsoul, LLC claimed a tiny part of 'Vogue' mirrored
that of their 80s song 'Love Break'.  They alleged that
Shep pinched an unlicensed "horn hit" from their
popular track and they felt they were owned rights to
Madonna's song. However, the horns were just 23
seconds long and the US Court of Appeals for the
Ninth Circuit decided to it was too short to take
action. At the time, judge Susan Graber said:
"Defendants copied, at most, a quarter-note single
horn hit and a full measure containing rests and a
double horn hit. A reasonable jury could not con-
clude that an average audience would recognize an
appropriation of the Love Break composition."

Mariah Carey
to drop new

album 'this year'
Mariah Carey will drop a new studio album "later

this year." The 47-year-old singer has certainly had
a tough time recently, what with splitting from her

fiance James Packer and now calling time on her relation-
ship with Bryan Tanaka, but she's determined to stay
focused on her music after her new label pact with Epic
Records, according to Variety. The 'Hero' hitmaker's
Butterfly MC Records and Epic Records, which is under the
Sony Music Entertainment umbrella, have reportedly
recently joined forces. She said in a statement: "I am put-
ting my heart and soul into making more music. I am so
thrilled for this next chapter and to continue working with,
and for, everyone that I love." Although she's been working
on her album over the past few months, Mariah dropped
her single 'I Don't,' which was inspired by her break up
from James last year, in February.  She said just after she
released her new track: "I'm working on another song
[right now], it's a secret project with a friend of mind that's
an incredibly talented artist.  "I'm not gonna say his name,
but you'll hear about it soon and we're going to be work-
ing on the video soon." Meanwhile, Mariah - who has five-
year-old twins Moroccan and Monroe with her ex-husband
Nick Cannon - also revealed she is working in the studio
with her kids and admits it is "one of her favorite things."
She explained: "We recently did something together in the
studio, and it's one of my favorite things. "I don't want to
go on too much about it, but they're doing their thing.
They love to be on stage, they love singing, and it's one of
the most incredible things for me to watch."

Harry Styles' 

Spotify nightmare 

Harry Styles' debut single could miss out on the top
spot in the Official Charts after a Spotify glitch pre-
vented users from listening to the track. The former

One Direction hunk released his debut solo single 'Sign of
the Times' on Friday and despite climbing to the top of the
UK charts in terms of downloads and sales, figures from
the streaming service are set to make the track drop below
Ed Sheeran's 'Shape of You' after a glitch on the service's
search function left fans unable to find the song. A source
told The Sun newspaper: "This is a nightmare start for
Harry's solo career and his record label won't be happy.
"The Spotify malfunction meant many of his fans simply
couldn't find his song to listen to online when they
searched for it. "The potential ramifications are big and it's
likely he has missed out on hundreds of thousands of
streams as a result. That could really affect his chart posi-
tion come Friday. "He is Number One at the moment but
that's only because his streaming stats haven't been
included yet, and they have more weight. "Harry's launch is
one of the industry's biggest this year and everyone
expected him to hit the ground running by topping the
charts." According to the publication, as of Sunday 'Sign of
the Times' had sold 23,816 copies compared to 6,969 for
'Shape of You', which is the current number one. However,
when it came to streams, Ed completely dwarfed the 23-
year-old singer with 548,052 streams to Harry's 301,925.
Spotify rectified the issue on Saturday and the song is now
available on the platform, however the loss of streams on
the day of release is believed to have heavily impacted
Harry's chances of scoring a number one single.

Sonoya Mizuno

joins Crazy 

Rich Asians 

Sonoya Mizuno is set to join the cast of 'Crazy
Rich Asians'. The Japanese actress will join the
previously announced cast including

Constance Wu and newcomer Henry Golding in the
upcoming movie based on the 2013 novel of the
same name by Kevin Kwan. 'Crazy Rich Asians' is
loosely based on the childhood of the author, and
follows the story of Rachel Chu (Wu) an America-
born Chinese economics professor who travels with
her boyfriend Nick (Golding) to his home country of
Singapore for his best friend's wedding.  Rachel then
discovers the secret background of her boyfriend
when she finds out he comes from an incredibly
wealthy family and is the most eligible bachelor in
Asia.  Mizuno will play the role of Araminta, the
fiancÈe of Nick's best friend Colin, who is a major
fashion icon in Singapore. The project is being direct-
ed by Jon M. Chu, who previously directed dance
features 'Step Up 2: The Streets' and 'Step Up 3D', as
well as the concert movie 'Justin Bieber: Never Say
Never'.  Color Force's Nina Jacobson and Brad
Simpson, as well as Ivanhoe president John Penotti,
are producing the feature, with Kevin Kwan serving
as an executive producer alongside Ivanhoe chair-
man Robert Friedland. The feature is being distrib-
uted by Warner Bros., who are sending in Courtenay
Valenti and Jon Gonda to oversee the production.
Meanwhile, 'Crazy Rich Asians' will mark the biggest
role to date for Mizuno, who was formerly a ballerina
before turning her talents to acting. Previously,
Mizuno had a role as the cyborg assistant Kyoko in
sci-fi thriller 'Ex Machina', and was also seen as
Caitlin, one of Emma Stone's roommates in the hit
musical movie 'La La Land'. 'Crazy Rich Asians' has yet
to be given a release date.

Vin Diesel still 
misses Paul Walker 

Vin Diesel is still "reeling" from the death of his 'Fast
and Furious' co-star Paul Walker. The 49-year-old
actor has starred in every film of the franchise since

the first movie back in 2009 and he admits he finds it hard
not being able to call his friend - who died in a car acci-
dent in 2013 - about any "concerns" he has during shoot-
ing on the franchise. Speaking at the New York premiere
of eighth movie 'Fate of the Furious' over the weekend, he
told 'Entertainment Tonight': "I'm still reeling from the
loss, the idea of continuing along without my brother
Pablo and what that felt like and the complexities of that.
"If I ever had a concern of something I would call him. And
I don't have that call now and I don't have that person
that's dreaming up the impossible with me. "One of the
things that makes this film so magical, the relationships
are so powerful that they bleed off screen." At the pre-
miere, Vin introduced the movie and said there wasn't a
second during shooting that he and the cast weren't
thinking about Paul. He said: "There wasn't a second we
made this movie, not a minute, not a day that went by
that we weren't thinking about our brother Pablo. "How to
bring him into the movie, how to represent him and how
to make something that he would be proud of. "Pablo, I
hope you are proud tonight." Ludacris, who also stars in
the film as Tej, agreed with Vin and said the last movie was
for Paul. He said: "The last movie was for Paul, we love to
say this movie is from Paul. "So I mean his presence is
always going to be felt and at this point we're working
hard and trying to make the best movie possible for him,
to continue on his legacy." — Bang Showbiz



Last year, Sheryl Crow started a petition on Change.org to
shorten the US presidential election cycle. The Grammy-
winning singer-songwriter said she was exhausted by

the mudslinging and divisive language that had dominated
the discussion about the candidates. "I felt like it was becom-
ing so hateful that I had to watch to make sure my kids didn't
pick up the remote and turn the TV on," she said during a
recent interview at her home in Nashville. Crow said what
upset her was how technology and social media had changed
the conversation.

"Now we have this forum for haters to come out and say
the worst thing you could possibly say to someone without
having the experience of the reaction," she said. "We've
learned to be a society without empathy and without com-
passion." The ways people connect, or fail to connect, became
a central theme on her upcoming album, "Be Myself," to be
released on April 21, which brings Crow back to her early roots
as a rocker after brief stints exploring country music and soul
music on her last two records.

"The whole album is very informed by the atmosphere,
which is very chaotic, very vitriolic, a lot of fear that was really
in the ether while we were making this record," she said. Crow
listened to her early records, including her debut, "Tuesday
Night Music Club," and "The Globe Sessions," and teamed up
with Jeffrey Trott, her longtime songwriting partner and a
multi-instrumentalist. She brought in Tchad Blake, a Grammy-
winning engineer who worked with her in the late '90s. "We
wanted to make a really catchy record, but one that had some
edge, some grit, in the same way that some of those early
recordings had," Trott said.

Crow, who has often peppered her lyrics with political ref-
erences, said the album helped her after Donald Trump won
the presidential election. "I started losing faith and not only
for our country, but for the people that voted for him," Crow
said. As she sings on her first single, "Halfway There," Crow asks
for cooperation and compromise as a solution to the discord.
"You may not be an environmentalist and I might be, but at
the end of the day, don't we all want the same thing for our

kids?" she said. "We want a healthy future that is secure. And
we have to figure out a way to communicate with reason and
a modicum of decorum at least." As a mother of two children,
ages 6 and 9, she favors an unplugged life as reflected in
"Roller Skate," a nostalgic, toe-tapping song about ditching
the phone for a good time. "At the end of the day, you're miss-
ing out on life experiences if you're constantly checking in
with anybody that's not in the room," Crow said. — AP
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Thriller 'Trivisa'
wins big at

Hong Kong Film
Awards

Crime thriller "Trivisa" was the big winner at the
Hong Kong Film Awards, taking home five awards
including the prize for best film. The movie, which

takes place on the eve of the Hong Kong's 1997 han-
dover from Britain, also took home awards for best
director and best actor on Sunday evening. News sites
in mainland China downplayed their coverage, which
Hong Kong media speculated was because one of its
directors worked on 2016's "Ten Years," about Beijing's
tightening grip on the semiautonomous city.

Best actress went to "Happiness" star Kara Hui. She
won her fourth Hong Kong Film Award for playing a
middle-aged recluse suffering from Alzheimer's. Family-
themed movie "Mad World" was another big winner,
receiving trophies for best supporting actor and actress
and best new director. — AP

The crew of movie "Trivisa" celebrate after
winning the Best Actor and Best Film
awards during the Hong Kong Film Awards
in Hong Kong, Sunday. — AP photos

Hong Kong actress Kara Wai, left and actor Gordon Lam pose after winning the Best
Actress and Best Actor awards.

Hong Kong actor Eric Tsang poses after winning the Best
Supporting Actor award for his movie "Mad World".

This image released by DreamWorks Animation shows characters Tim, voiced by Miles Bakshi, right, and Boss Baby,
voiced by Alec Baldwin in a scene from the animated film, "The Boss Baby." — AP

Hong Kong actor Gordon Lam, center, poses with his colleagues actors Philip Keung,
right, and Richie Ren after winning the Best Actress and Best Actor awards.

"The Boss Baby" continued to dominate the box office
in its second weekend in theaters, adding $26.4 mil-
lion to take the top spot. The animated flick featuring

the voice of Alec Baldwin has earned $89.4 million from North
American theaters to date. It effectively took the family busi-
ness away from new opener "Smurfs: The Lost Village," which
debuted to a dismal $13.2 million in third place, behind
Disney's juggernaut "Beauty and the Beast," which has now
grossed $430.9 million domestically. Not too far behind the
third "Smurfs" movie was the Warner Bros. heist comedy
"Going in Style" starring Michael Caine, Morgan Freeman and
Alan Arkin. "Going in Style" earned $11.9 million in its first
weekend in theaters.

Paramount's beleaguered "Ghost in the Shell" rounded
out the top five with $7.3 million. The top 20 movies at US and
Canadian theaters Friday through Sunday, followed by distri-
bution studio, gross, number of theater locations, average
receipts per location, total gross and number of weeks in

release, as compiled Monday by comScore:
1. "The Boss Baby," 20th Century Fox, $26,363,488, 3,829 loca-

tions, $6,885 average, $89,436,806, 2 Weeks.
2. "Beauty And The Beast," Disney, $23,652,605, 3,969 loca-

tions, $5,959 average, $430,946,639, 4 Weeks.
3. "Smurfs: The Lost Village," Sony, $13,210,449, 3,610 loca-

tions, $3,659 average, $13,210,449, 1 Week.
4. "Going In Style," Warner Bros., $11,932,330, 3,061 locations,

$3,898 average, $11,932,330, 1 Week.
5. "Ghost In The Shell," Paramount, $7,306,413, 3,440 loca-

tions, $2,124 average, $31,529,863, 2 Weeks.
6. "Power Rangers," Lionsgate, $6,199,403, 2,978 locations,

$2,082 average, $75,095,645, 3 Weeks.
7. "Kong: Skull Island," Warner Bros., $5,576,182, 2,753 loca-

tions, $2,025 average, $156,305,906, 5 Weeks.
8. "Get Out," Universal, $4,057,330, 1,574 locations, $2,578

average, $162,889,980, 7 Weeks.
9. "Logan," 20th Century Fox, $4,021,829, 1,948 locations,

$2,065 average, $218,029,237, 6 Weeks.
10. "The Case For Christ," Pure Flix, $3,967,885, 1,174 locations,

$3,380 average, $3,967,885, 1 Week.
11. "The Zookeeper's Wife," Focus Features, $2,684,185, 804

locations, $3,339 average, $7,398,710, 2 Weeks.
12. "Life," Sony, $2,371,217, 1,788 locations, $1,326 average,

$26,940,704, 3 Weeks.
13. "Your Name," FUNimation Films, $1,688,192, 290 locations,

$5,821 average, $1,688,192, 1 Week.
14. "Chips," Warner Bros., $1,376,231, 1,351 locations, $1,019

average, $17,114,164, 3 Weeks.
15. "The Shack," Lionsgate, $1,091,560, 1,108 locations, $985

average, $54,950,438, 6 Weeks.
16. "Gifted," Fox Searchlight, $446,380, 56 locations, $7,971

average, $446,380, 1 Week.
17. "The Lego Batman Movie," Warner Bros., $373,202, 345

locations, $1,082 average, $173,317,922, 9 Weeks.
18. "T2: Trainspotting," Sony, $268,000, 159 locations, $1,686

average, $1,605,332, 4 Weeks.
19. "Hidden Figures," 20th Century Fox, $265,247, 288 loca-

tions, $921 average, $168,276,311, 16 Weeks.
20. "The Belko Experiment," OTL Releasing, $204,305, 186 loca-

tions, $1,098 average, $9,426,895, 4 Weeks. — AP

Box Office Top 20: 'The Boss Baby'
squashes 'Smurfs 3'

This image released by Disney shows Dan Stevens as
The Beast, left, and Emma Watson as Belle in a live-
action adaptation of the animated classic "Beauty and
the Beast." — AP

In this file photo, Sheryl Crow poses in Nashville, Tenn, to pro-
mote her upcoming album, "Be Myself," out April 21. — AP

One of Bangladesh's biggest film stars caused an
internet sensation yesterday when she revealed she
had wed her on-screen lover, but kept the marriage

secret for nine years to protect his career. Apu Biswas told a
Bangladesh television station she had a seven-month-old
child with Shakib Khan, whom she had married in secret in
2008, and was only going public now because of his neg-
lect. She has starred in at least 40 movies alongside her
now estranged husband, known as King Khan in
Bangladesh for his dominance of the silver screen.

"I kept the marriage secret for his welfare. I've sacrificed
a lot," the 33-year-old told News24 in a tearful television
interview that has been endlessly replayed and shared on
social media in Bangladesh. "But I can't take his negligence
to me anymore, so I'm sharing everything." Bangladesh's
movie idols have been known to conceal their marriages

before to maintain the illusion of availability to their ador-
ing fans. But the decision appeared to backfire as thou-
sands in the conservative Muslim-majority nation took to
social media to condemn the 38-year-old superstar. 

Khan initially denied the marriage had taken place,
attacking Biswas as a failure. He later admitted the pair
were married and had a child, but accused Biswas of trying
to bring down his career with her revelations. "It is a plan to
destroy Shakib Khan. If Shakib Khan is destroyed, the
Bangladesh film is destroyed," he told the NTV news web-
site. Biswas disappeared from the silver screen last year.
Khan is known as a one-man film industry in Bangladesh,
where he has featured in scores of hits, most of them
romance or action movies. — AFP

Bangladesh stars' secret
marriage sparks web sensation

Sheryl Crow argues for return to 
empathy on her new album
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The Victoria Beckham clothing range for Target is flying off
the shelves, the latest high-fashion, high-street collabora-
tion seeking to widen market appeal-even if not every-

one is impressed. From Missoni for Target to Versace for H&M
and Kate Moss for Topshop, designers on both sides of the
Atlantic have for years promoted limited-edition collections at
affordable prices as an effective marketing strategy to widen
brand recognition and win over new customers. The hook-ups
are beloved by style-savvy, fashion-forward shoppers whose
expensive tastes are not always matched by fat wallets capable
of dropping four if not five figures on a designer outfit.

"I normally don't go overboard but this line is AAHHHMAZ-
ING! Hope u got everything u wanted!" tweeted one New York
self-confessed style blogger on Monday. VB x Target marks the
British designer's first foray into the budget market, ditching
the British high street to collaborate with mass US retailer
Target on a women, girls and baby collection. It also marks
Beckham's first foray into children's wear, inspired by her five-

year-old daughter, the ever fashionable and oft-photographed
Harper. "I am overwhelmed by your response," tweeted the 42-
year-old mother of four and wife of England football legend
David on launch-day Sunday.  "Thank you for your patience
and sorry for any frustration!"

'Not this' 
Beckham spent weeks promoting the line, donning the

clothes and dressing celebrity friends, models and actresses in
the outfits. By yesterday, many of the items on her website
were out of stock. Fans have salivated over the affordable
prices -- $6 to $70 with most pieces under $40 -- in stark con-
trast to the four-figure dresses and three-figure tank tops from
her ready-to-wear collection. And if the former pop singer her-
self is rail thin, known for eating little more than fish and fruit,
then the collaboration has gone out of its way to cater for
women from extra small to a US plus size 3X. Many online
reviews have been positive from fans of a designer respected
for making flattering clothes that have won over a fashion
industry initially ill-disposed towards her post Spice Girls
career.

Items are now being resold for profit on eBay. But in the
Tribeca branch of Target in Manhattan, a neighborhood where
many women can afford the real thing, there were some more
discerning customers browsing the racks at lunch time. "I am a
big fan of Victoria Beckham. Just not this," said Crystal, who
works in fashion and as a result did not want to give her last
name.

'Very picky' 
She called the clothes matronly and criticized the fabrics,

saying one loud floral dress in particular looked cheap. She
loves high fashion collaborations in general, but said "the
crossover didn't translate." "I don't love everything which is a
little disappointing," said her friend and fashion colleague
Madeleine, 29, despite finding at least one dress that she want-
ed to buy to try on at home. There were lace bomber jackets,
black dresses and shirts with floral prints and bright bub-
blegum colors, as well as functional dresses with cute Peter

Pan collars, all hitting stores as New York reveled in the onset of
spring. "They're good for work," said Nathalie Mancebo, a 23-
year-old IT manager and Beckham fan eagerly browsing the
racks with her mom. "They're like not expensive at all, so I like
that a lot," she added.

"I know she's somebody's husband," laughed secretary
Jennifer Curtis, new to Brand Beckham and picking out a frock
and romper suit for her six-year-old. "We'll see when we get
home. She's very picky," she said. "They're nice and soft, the
only thing I don't know about this lining." "I do love that
orange shade that she used," agreed Tribeca resident and first
time Target buyer Gemma O'Brien, who has some Beckham
originals and was happy to splurge on two skirts and two
tops. "It's definitely an accessible price point," she said. "I do
like her." — AFP

Posh on a budget: Victoria Beckham teams up with Target

File photos show models walking the runway for the Victoria Beckham presentation during the New York Fashion Week in New York City. — AFP Photos

Victoria Beckham's line
is seen for sale at Target.

Victoria Beckham's line is
seen for sale at Target.

Models parade creations from ‘The Odyssey’ collection by Daniel Wong at Shanghai fashion week in Shanghai yesterday. — AFP photos

'The Odyssey' collection by Daniel Wong
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Shrouded by fumes and surrounded by spray cans,
Vietnamese graffiti artist Kong conjures his latest mas-
terpiece, a monkey clutching an aerosol, a color-

splashed act of rebellion in a communist country where the
youth are expected to follow strict social mores. "Young peo-
ple want to break the rules," said the 21-year-old, his fingers
speckled with paint. "We want to see more interesting things
on the street or on the wall, so we do graffiti to express our-
selves." Kong belongs to the growing ranks of graffiti artists in
Ho Chi Minh City, where subcultures-BMX biking, skateboard-
ing and breakdancing-jostle for space on the hipster scene.

For many the spray can is a tool of rebellion-illicit spray-
painting is a way of defying restrictions in an authoritarian
country where artists must have their work approved before
exhibitions, shows are routinely shut down, and works
deemed controversial are replaced by a black 'X' on gallery
walls. But Kong knows better than to dabble in politics, opt-
ing instead to paint playful images less likely to incur the
wrath of censors in the authoritarian nation.

Yet many artists like him believe there is something
almost political in the very act of spraying a wall-and reject-
ing parents' expectations to find a stable job.  Kong fell into
graffiti as a teenager, bored with online gaming and looking
for a creative outlet.  But his parents didn't approve, hoping
instead he might find a steady office job. "They still don't like
it... they think it's a dangerous game and it's bad for my
health because of the spray paint," he said with a chuckle.

From colonial to cool 
Ho Chi Minh City is now a graffiti hotspot, thanks to pio-

neering artists-both local and foreign-eager to fill blank wall
space. "It has become a part of Saigon, you can't imagine
Saigon without graffiti," said independent curator Nguyen
Nhu Huy, using the city's former French colonial name. Today,
the city has several hubs for graffiti and street art, such as '3A
Station', a collection of colonial buildings that were reported-
ly occupied by the CIA during the Vietnam War. 

The walls are bursting with color and plastered with art-
including Kong's wide-eyed primate and a massive rooster
wearing sunglasses-luring tourists taking Instagram-worthy
selfies. Though not technically allowed, police tend to turn a
blind eye. And residents have come to love the free art for
the most part, said Danny Daos, a local graffiti artist. "The
government doesn't like us... They (used to say) that we
make the walls dirty, but the people like us so we do our
graffiti," he said.

Building bonanza 
Yet even some seemingly tame images have been subject

to vandalism. One mural promoting environmental safety was
defaced in the central city of Danang, though the artist doesn't
know who took issue with it. Acts like these may deepen the
reluctance of some young artists to take on controversial top-
ics. "In school they've been taught how to think and what to
think, so I think there's some ingrained censorship for sure,"
said Dan Nguyen, a California-born Vietnamese artist and DJ
who moved to Ho Chi Minh City about five years ago. But per-
haps the biggest threat to the artwork today is a construction
boom, which some public pieces have already fallen victim to.

"Now the city is growing up, development with a lot of
building, a lot of security, so it's really hard for us to paint
masterpieces," said Daos. Hemmed in by towering high-rises
on all sides, the colonial properties home to '3A Station' have
been sold to developers hungry to get their hands on the
valuable downtown land. Occupants have been told it will be
demolished within weeks.  Though heartbroken, 3A's coordi-
nator Mai Do believes Ho Chi Minh's graffiti culture will grow,
even after her space is gone, as artists are finding new spots
showcase their work.  She added: "That's a good way for
them to survive." — AFP

Men sitting in an alley filled with graffiti in Ho Chi Minh City. A motorcyclist riding past a work of graffiti at "3A Station", a graffiti hub and street art area in Ho Chi Minh City.

Taggers' delight: Vietnam 
city turns into graffiti canvas

A graffiti artist and vendor
of spray cans, posing in
front of a portrait of US

rapper Ice Cube at his
home workshop in Ho Chi
Minh City. — AFP photos

Dan Nguyen, a California-born Vietnamese artist who moved to Ho Chi Minh City about
five years ago, working on his graffiti at "3A Station", a graffiti hub and street art area in
Ho Chi Minh City.

Nguyen Nhu Huy, an independent curator, speaking during an interview with AFP at his
home workshop in Ho Chi Minh City.

Dan Nguyen, a California-born Vietnamese artist who moved to Ho Chi Minh City about
five years ago, working on his graffiti at "3A Station", a graffiti hub and street art area in
Ho Chi Minh City.

Visitors walking next to graffiti at “3A Station”, a graffiti hub and street art
area in Ho Chi Minh City.

A graffiti artist and vendor of spray cans, speaking at his home workshop
in Ho Chi Minh City.

Danny Daos, a graffiti “writer”, drawing at his shop in Ho Chi Minh City.A motorcyclist riding along an alley with graffiti in Ho Chi Minh City.
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Taggers' delight: Vietnam 

city turns into graffiti canvas

A peacock is seen
inside its enclosure at
a zoo in Tbilisi. — AFP 

Man jumps in sea to avoid bill 
A man jumped into the sea to avoid paying his £375
seafood bill.  Terry Peck - who goes by the nickname
2pec - devoured two lobsters, a baby octopus, 21
vodka oyster shots, and some Corona beers at a lav-
ish restaurant in the Gold Cost, Australia, on Sunday
before he made a run for it without covering the
costs. However, Mr Peck didn't get very far as police
managed to detain him and charged him with one
count of stealing and two counts of serious assault
for resisting arrest after they were forced to chase
him around the ocean on jet skis.  According to the
Courier Mail newspaper, it became known when he
appeared in court that Mr Peck was already on
parole for an unrelated offence. Despite his behavior,
Magistrate Joan White granted Mr Peck bail and he's
set to appear in court on May 4.

A snake is found in supermarket 
A woman was shocked to be faced with a 12 foot
long snake when she reached for a carton of milk at a
supermarket.  A customer at Komatipoort in South
Africa was surprised to came face to face with the
large African Rock Python when she picked out a
dairy treat in the refrigerated section in the store,
according to the Mail Online. Thankfully the serpent
was asleep and remained undisturbed during the
shopping spree, but was swiftly removed by a snake
catcher who is believed to return the reptile to
Kruger National Park.  Although it is unknown how
the giant animal snuck inside the store, it is rumored
it may have slid through the roof or up the drains. A
manager at the retailer, Martie Esnouf, said: "I don't
know it got in there but it could have come in
through the roof or the drains and it ended up in the
shop fridge."

A restaurant in Tokyo serves
insects with ramen dishes 

A restaurant in Tokyo served insects with their dishes
during a one-off event. Customers reportedly flocked

to the hotspot in Japan to try their unique cuisine,
which sees them serve up a ramen feast with a
choice of crickets, grasshoppers or silkworm powder
titled Insect Tsukemen, during a one-off event.
According to The Mirror Online the event came one
year after the success of their cricket ramen feast last
year, which was organized by restaurant manager,
who remains unnamed, and Yuta Shinohara who sets
up insect-eating dos. For those with an empty stom-
ach had the opportunity to enjoy the noodle special-
ty with bugs and soup, a bowl of rice laden with
crickets, spring rolls and ice cream all containing
creepy crawlies of various species.  During the event
it is believed 100 bowls of insect ramen were
indulged in, and were sold out before lunch time. 

First protein Easter egg
made with six egg whites 

Leading UK health and fitness retailer Discount
Supplements has teamed up with chocolatier Jo
Fensome to create the first-ever "supersized protein
chocolate egg". The limited edition sweet treat is
made from protein powder and is also low in sugar
and fat.  The amount of protein in the egg is the
equivalent of six egg whites, one full chicken breast
and a fist-sized portion of lean beef.  It is also not hol-
low but filled with ganache mixture. Jo created the
recipe to allow health athletes to enjoy the seasonal
treats without the worry of putting on the weight. Jo
said: "I bake and cook with chocolate and I like to
think I have good taste buds when it comes to the
sweeter things in life. I think people will be pleasant-
ly surprised how delicious the protein egg actually is.
I am really pleased with the recipe and it is so easy to
make, I hope people try it at home." — Bang Showbiz

Bizarre News 

Top British DJ Paul Oakenfold braved thinning air and
freezing temperatures to host the "highest party on
earth" at Everest base camp yesterday, playing to

around 100 climbers-all in full mountain gear. The 53-year-
old artist, who trekked for 10 days to reach base camp,
mixed his beats on a makeshift stone stage set against the
spectacular backdrop of the world's highest mountains.
With brightly coloured Tibetan prayer flags fluttering over-
head, climbers and trekkers danced as best they could in
their heavy hiking boots and thick down jackets. "It was
truly amazing. I feel very lucky to have played here. We did

a wonderful event and had people from all over the world.
I feel very blessed," Oakenfold told AFP by phone from
base camp after the performance.

Base camp lies at an altitude of 5,380 meters (17,600
feet), and around 100 climbers and trekkers were there for
the gig. "It was pretty cool. I've been here many years but
never seen anything like that," 38-year-old American
climber Ben Jones told AFP by phone. The number of
trekkers at the camp will swell in the coming weeks as the
climbing season gets into full swing.  Hundreds of climbers
spend weeks acclimatizing to the altitude before attempt-
ing to reach the summit during the brief spring window
when the weather is at its best.

It was a dramatic departure for Oakenfold, who admit-
ted he was more used to playing the world's top clubs and
the beaches of Ibiza and Goa than the mountains of Nepal.
Oakenfold, who had never trekked before, trained for four
months before arriving in Nepal, fitting it in between a
hectic schedule of late night gigs.  "I'm not going to pre-
tend it was easy to get here... but it has been a wonderful
trek. If you could see the view I'm looking at, it is very
inspiring," he told AFP on Monday. The gig is the first in the
record producer's SoundTrek series, aimed at drawing
attention to the effects of global warming and raising
money for charities.  Oakenfold, whose three-decade long
career has included collaborations with Madonna and U2,
is also raising funds to help survivors of Nepal's devastat-
ing 2015 earthquake, which killed nearly 9,000 people and
left thousands homeless. "I want to support in the rebuild-
ing and to shed light on the environment... I would like to
do my bit," he said. — AFP

"Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) WEDNESDAY, APRIL
12, 2017forever," chant the young Indonesian
Muslim musicians. But instead of a mosque, the

men are singing at an outdoor concert with a mosh pit full of
followers of the country's first Islamic punk movement. The
movement is the first of its kind in the world's largest Muslim-
majority nation, and has hundreds of members in three of the
country's biggest cities - Jakarta, Surabaya, and Bandung.

Sporting mohawks, leather jackets and baggy jeans, mem-
bers of the "Punk Muslim" group claim that they, like the origi-
nal British punk rockers, are still defined by rebellion and an
anti-establishment ideology. But they express it by singing
about Islamic values, freedom for Palestine, and other social
issues facing the global Muslim community. Ahmad Zaki, one
of the movement's founders, believes the genre of punk is
often associated with a "tendency towards misbehavior" but
he wants to change that. 

"We can redirect ourselves to better, more positive things,"
he said. Many of the group's members used to be street per-
formers, and say they have changed drastically since joining
the movement. They are now encouraged to form their own
bands and write their own songs. Reza Purnama, a member
and a former alcoholic, says others like him are slowly quitting
alcohol and their lyrics are becoming more positive. "People
aren't looking down on us anymore," he said, referring to a
stigma against punks in Indonesia's largely conservative soci-
ety.  After every concert, the head-banging audience bow
their heads in prayer and listen to sermons - something the
movement's founders hope will redirect their fans on to a
more pious path. Muslims make up nearly 90 percent of
Indonesia's 250 million people and the vast majority of them
practice a moderate form of Islam. — Reuters

In Indonesia, pious 
'punks' promote Islam

British DJ hosts world's
highest party on Everest

British DJ Paul Oakenfold
plays a set to mountaineers
and trekkers at Everest base
camp yesterday. — AFP 
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