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TWO MEN, ONE WOMAN | -
KILLED IN SALWA FLAT ...

ONE MAN SURVIVES, INFORMS POLICE ¢ TWO SUSPECTS HELD

Damaged trains are seen following an accident in Semnan province, some 250 km east of the Iranian capital Tehran. —AFP

44 DEAD AS IRAN TRAINS COLLIDE

ANKARA: Forty-four people were killed and 103 injured
when one Iranian passenger train collided with another at a
station about 250 km east of the capital Tehran, state media
reported. “l was sleeping when the crash happened. |
thought it was an air strike ... When | opened my eyes, there
was blood everywhere,” a hospitalized passenger told state
television. State television footage showed four derailed car-
riages, two of them on fire and a spokesman for Iran’s Red
Crescent, Mostafa Mortazavi, told the semi-official Fars news
agency that firefighters were trying to control the blaze.

A senior health ministry official later announced via
Tasnim news agency that rescue operations had been com-
pleted and the final death toll was 44. An investigation into
the cause of the crash in the northern province of Semnan
was continuing. Semnan provincial governor Mohammad
Reza Khabbaz told Iranian television it appeared that a train
entering the Haft-Khan station on the outskirts of Shahroud
ploughed into another that had broken down there.

“The initial investigation suggests that a mechanical fail-
ure, possibly caused by cold weather, forced the express
train, operating between the cities of Tabriz and Mashhad,
to stop (at Haft-Khan),” Khabbaz said. Tabriz state governor
Rahim Shohratifar told Tasnim that the moving train had
400 passengers. It was not clear how many passengers
were on the stationary train. Fars earlier reported that 100
passengers had been rescued. Semi-official Mehr news
agency said four of the dead were railway employees

aboard the trains.

Later in the day, President Hassan Rouhani issued a
statement offering his condolences to the victims’ families
and assigned senior vice-president Eshagh Janahgiri to
lead an investigation and identify those responsible for the
incident. Meanwhile, the minister for roads and urban
development, Abbas Akhoundi, postponed his visit to
Turkmenistan to visit the site of the accident. A parliament
representative for the region, Gholam Reza Kateb, hinted
that the head of the Semnan train station may have mistak-
enly allowed the train to proceed prematurely.

Iran’s rail network aged badly under economic sanctions
imposed over its disputed nuclear program, making it diffi-
cult to modernize rolling stock, and safety standards suf-
fered. The sanctions were lifted in January after Iran
reached a deal with world powers to limit its nuclear activi-
ty. Iranian trains have been involved in four collisions this
year with road vehicles, including a crash with a truck in
July that left around 30 injured near the Caspian Sea in the
northern province of Mazandaran.

Collisions between trains have been rarer. In the coun-
try’s deadliest rail disaster, 328 people were killed when a
train transporting sulfur, petrol and fertilizers exploded in
northern Iran on Feb 18, 2004. Iran’s roads are also notori-
ously deadly, mainly because drivers show scant regard for
rules, with 16,000 lives lost in the Iranian year between
March 2015 and March 2016. — Agencies
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KUWAIT: Two Kuwaiti men and an Indonesian woman were
found dead in an apartment in Salwa, a statement by the inte-
rior ministry said yesterday. The ministry’s media and public
relations department said police officers also found an injured
Indian man at the scene of the crime. He informed the police
about the three dead bodies, said the ministry, adding that
forensic teams arrived at the scene and an investigation was
launched to determine what took place. The injured man was
taken to Mubarak Hospital for treatment and is in stable con-
dition, added the statement.

According to informed sources, one of the Kuwaiti men
was a 58-year-old member of the ruling family. He was shot in
the neck. The other male victim, aged 68, was gagged and
shot in the face. The 46-year-old Indonesian woman was
gagged and bound and was shot in the mouth. The Indian
man, aged 45, survived after being shot in the back.

Another source said that the ruling family member’s secre-
tary had withdrawn KD 450,000 from the bank and given it to
the sheikh a few hours before the killings. Later yesterday,
sources said two people have been arrested in connection
with the murders.

KUWAIT FACING
EXCLUSION FROM
2019 ASIAN CUP

KUALA LUMPUR: Kuwait will be removed from the 2019
Asian Cup if it is still suspended by FIFA on Dec 18. The
Asian Football Confederation set the deadline yesterday,
giving Kuwait three weeks to resolve a government-
imposed law affecting the independence of national sports
bodies. FIFA suspended the Kuwait Football Association in
Oct 2015 when the national team was midway through a
2018 World Cup qualifying group. Despite Kuwait forfeiting
three matches, it still finished third in a five-team group
and advanced to an Asian Cup qualifying group stage.

The AFC wants clarity one month before making the 24-
team draw in January. The 2019 Asian Cup will be in the
United Arab Emirates. Kuwait's national Olympic commit-
tee has also been suspended by the I0C since last year for
breaching rules that prohibit government interference.
Kuwait athletes competed at the Rio de Janeiro Olympic
under the Olympic flag and not as a national team.

On Thursday, authorities dissolved the boards of the
gymnastics and squash federations, citing “administrative
and financial irregularities”. The sports authority issued a
decree dissolving the boards of the two federations, as well
as that of the hunting and equestrian club, which stands as a
federation by itself. The Public Authority for Sports appoint-
ed temporary committees to run the federations. The move
follows earlier controversial decisions to dissolve the federa-
tions of basketball, swimming and judo. Authorities sent in
police in August to take over Kuwait's Olympic Committee
and the Kuwait Football Association. — Agencies
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KUWAIT: Speakers are seen during a symposium on the US-GCC relations under
JASTA held on the sidelines of Kuwait International Book Fair. —KUNA

JASTA RUNS COUNTER TO
LEGAL PRINCIPLES: ACADEMICS

KUWAIT: Two Kuwaiti professors agreed
Thursday evening that the US Justice Against
Sponsors of Terrorism Act (JASTA) violates the
basic principles of the international law and
relations. Dr Abdullah Al-Shaiji, professor of
political science at Kuwait University, argued
that the JASTA lacks many legal principles
and poses a threat to foreign investment in
the United States.

Speaking at a symposium on ‘the US-
GCC relations under JASTA' on the sidelines
of Kuwait International Book Fair, Dr Al-
Shaiji said several countries reduced their
investments from the United States follow-
ing the passing of the controversial act ear-
lier this year.

“The act has had a negative impact on the
anti-terror cooperation as well,” he pointed
out. “The United States will bear the brunt of
the JASTA backfire if the act takes forces since
there are signs that some countries started

mulling tit-for-tat legislations,” he cautioned.
Dr Al-Shaiji expected that the new US admin-
istration and Congress will reconsider the act.
Meanwhile, KU professor of international
law Dr Ahmad Al-Samdan agreed that JASTA
lacks the simplest legal principles. “It is totally
unjustifiable to sue a country for individual
behaviors by its nationals as long as there is
no evidence of direct or indirect involvement
by its government in any crime,” he stressed.
“JASTA will have adverse political and eco-
nomic impacts on the United States which
will definitely lose the confidence of many
partners around the world,” Samdan warned.
The act, passed by the US Congress in
September, entitles the families of September
11 victims to sue foreign governments for
damages. The 41st edition of Kuwait
International Book Fair opened on November
16 and lasts until Saturday; it gathered 565
publishers from 30 countries. —KUNA
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TO BOOST TIES: SHUGART

WASHINGTON: Canada is keen on boosting
relations with the GCC countries on all possi-
ble fields, said lan Shugart, Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs, late Thursday. This statement
came during Shugart’s participation in a
Canada-GCC luncheon hosted by Kuwait's
Ambassador to Canada Abdulhameed Al-

Feilikawi, said the Kuwaiti embassy. The
embassy added that the event included dis-
cussions on topics of mutual interest. The
gathering is part of the strategic dialogue
memo signed between Canada and the GCC
states during a meeting the Saudi city of
Jeddah back in May. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Minister of Health Dr Ali Al-Obaidi inaugurated the Jaber Al-Ahmad
Dental Center on Thursday. The center is part of the Jaber Hospital, which is
set to be inaugurated later this year. Obaidi told reporters during the event
that a committee was formed to find out the best ways to assign an interna-
tional management team to run the hospital. —Photos by Joseph Shagra
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ALL PROCEDURES IN
PLACE FOR PARLIAMENT
ELECTIONS: MOH

KUWAIT: All health precautions and measures have been
completed in time for the parliamentary elections today, the
Ministry of Health (MoH) announced on Thursday. In a state-
ment to the press, the MoH’s Undersecretary Dr Khaled Al-
Sahlawi said that a higher health committee dealing with the
elections will oversee 61 medical facilities in the nation’s five
electoral constituencies. He noted that the ministry would
also be providing five ambulances, besides 344 emergency
units and 144 nurses, all of whom will be on duty during
Election Day. On the precautions, the health official said that
around 120 personnel will inspect food security and hygiene
conditions in polling stations nationwide during through the
day. Sahlawi urged citizens to dial the following hotline num-
bers, 112 or 132 in case of any health emergencies. —KUNA

MoH'’s Undersecretary Dr Khaled Al-Sahlawi

32 SPORTS BODIES TO
PARTAKE IN NATIONAL
SPORTS DAY: COMMITTEE

KUWAIT: At least 32 sports bodies, including 24 federations and 8
clubs, will take part in the National Sports Day (NSD) to be organized
on December 17, Kuwait Olympic Committee (KOC) Deputy
Chairman Duaij Al-Otaibi said yesterday.

The activities of NSD to be sponsored by Minister of Information
and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-
Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah will witness the participation of some
government bodies, including ministries of Interior, Education,
Information and Health as well as Public Authority for Sport, he
added in a press statement. The federations and clubs proposed
organizing some sports competitions over several days at Jaber Al-
Ahmad International Stadium, noted Al-Otabii, also head of Kuwait
Shooting Federation and Arab Shooting Federation. The winners of
all contests will be honored at the conclusion of the event, he said,
indicating that the NSD will include soccer and athletics contests as
well as entertainment activities.

Otaibi said the KOC chaired by Sheikh Fahad Jaber Al-Ali Al-
Sabah is keen on upgrading the sports development on all levels,
affirming that this would be reflected in the major event which will
be held for the first time in Kuwait. He lauded the support of Sheikh
Salman Al-Humoud who is paying much attention to this event,
expressing his gladness for the big participation of sports bodies and
clubs. —KUNA

KUWAITIS HEAD TO POLLS
TO ELECT NEW PARLIAMENT

A LOOK BACK AT KUWAIT'S ELECTORAL SYSTEMS

KUWAIT: Kuwaitis are set to head to the polls today to elect
50 members of the National Assembly in parliamentary elec-
tions that will set in motion parliament’s 15th legislative term.
Some 293 candidates, are vying for the much coveted seat in
parliament, where the 483,186-strong electorate will vote for
50 candidates representing the nation’s electorate constituen-
cies, under the watchful eye of 15,000 security forces.

Moreover, males comprise 47.68 percent of the electorate,
while females make up 52.31 percent. The elections are taking
place as per law number 42/2006 which deals with reshaping
the electoral constituencies, where each constituency will field
a total of 10 candidates in which the electorate can only vote
for one candidate per constituency. On October 16, His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
issued a decree dissolving parliament, citing volatile regional
conditions and mounting security challenges.

In 1963, Kuwait's inaugural parliament was elected in an
event that ushered in democracy, where 205 candidates vied
for 50 seats in the country’s first parliament. On December 16,
1980, by virtue of an Amiri decree, Kuwait was divided into 25
electoral constituencies, a system that produced seven legisla-
tive terms. As per clause number 80 of the constitution, parlia-
ment is made up of 50 MPs who are chosen through parlia-
mentary elections.

Meanwhile, on August 1, 2006, His Highness the Amir
issued law number 42/2006, which reshaped the electoral
constituencies in a way where voters are permitted to vote for
four candidates per the constituency they are registered in.

On May 17, 2008, the first election under that system was
held after parliament was dissolved in 2006, followed by elec-

tions held in 2009 under the same format. In February 2012,
elections took place using the same system. However, after
parliament was dissolved in 2012, the system was amended
again where the electorate can only vote for one candidate in
dive different electoral constituencies.

As per clause 83 of the constitution, a single parliamentary
term lasts for four years, where it is authorized to issue a raft of
legislative and inspective decisions. However, no law can be
implemented without the approval of Parliament and His
Highness the Amir.

Furthermore, the National Assembly’s legislative authority
is tasked with implementing legal decisions, including political
ones, where no law can be finalized without the approval of
Parliament and His Highness the Amir.

Parliamentary decisions regarding financial affairs typically
deal with the national budget, in addition to that of the
Parliament. His Highness the Amir reserves the right to dis-
solve parliament with a law clarifying the reasons behind the
dissolution, where elections are then held no later than two
months after the dissolution.

As per clause 31 of election laws, ballots open from 8:00
a.m. to 8:00 p. m., however, if the entire electorate have cast-
ed their votes before the end of the allotted period, then bal-
lots will officially close, subsequently initiating the vote tally-
ing process.

There are a total of 89 delegates in the First Constituency,
divided over 16 schools. The Second Constituency features 66
delegates, with 96 and 143 delegates in the Third and Fourth
Constituencies, respectively. Lastly, the Fifth Constituency
comprises 148 delegates. —KUNA

MUNICIPALITY REMOVES 27 ILLEGAL l
ELECTORAL ADS IN MUBARAK AL-KABEER

KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality has removed
27 illegal electoral ads from the streets of
Mubarak Al-Kabeer Governorate, it said yes-
terday. The emergency team of the gover-
norate’s municipality department have taken
away the 27 unlicensed electoral ads of candi-
dates standing for the 2016 National
Assembly (parliament) elections slated for
today, November 26, Mubarak Al-Kabeer's
public relations section added in a brief state-
ment. It noted that work would continue tar-
geting any other illegal ads.

On Wednesday, it was announced that the
municipality monitoring bodies had removed

61 illegal electoral ads in Mubarak Al-Kabeer
in two days, in addition to 548 in Al
Farwaniyah Governorate since the election
campaigns kicked off. Kuwait Municipality
had urged the candidates to abide by the rel-
evant laws to secure a smooth electoral
process. 5
On Thursday, Municipality Director
General Ahmad Al-Manfouhi said in a press ‘
statement that no effort was spared to depict
a favorable and democratic image of Kuwait
through today’s elections. Manfouhi added
that some 5,953 illegal advertisements were
removed. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality Director General Ahmad Al-Manfouhi chairs a
municipality meeting on Thursday.
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KUWAIT: The Ambassador of Germany to Kuwait Karlfried Bergner (center)
welcomes Palestinian Ambassador Rami Tahboub (left) and Serbian
Ambassador Vladimir Kohut. —Photos by Joseph Shagra

GERMAN EMBASSY HOSTS ANNUAL CHARITY BAZAAR

KUWAIT: The Ambassador of Germany to Kuwait Karlfried Bergner hosted the German Embassy’s annual Christmas charity bazaar at his residence yesterday
morning. Several diplomats were invited to the event. The returns from this year’s bazaar will go for Bayt Abdullah Children’s Hospice (BACCH), as well as Syrian

refugees in Germany.
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KUWAIT TO HOST FIRST ‘ITALIAN WEEK

FROM NOVEMBER 27TH TO DECEMBER 4TH

KUWAIT: The Embassy of Italy in
Kuwait is glad to announce that the
first ‘Italian Week' in Kuwait will take
place from November 27th until
December 4th.

It is with great satisfaction that we
launch this initiative this year when
Kuwait is the capital of the Islamic

culture and, thanks to the vision of
His Highness the Amir, great impor-
tance is being given to the develop-
ment of cultural relations.

The ‘Italian Week’ is a multi-
faceted event that aims to bring
‘more ltaly in Kuwait’, concentrating
in the space of a week an articulated
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range of art exhibitions, concerts, lec-
tures, a photo contest, a soccer tour-
nament and various promotional
activities of the ‘made in Italy’
designed to further increase the
excellent relations between lItaly and
Kuwait and to broaden the knowl-
edge of areas of excellence, as well as
of less known facts about our ‘Bel
Paese’ (Beautiful Country). The full
program of the event is available on
the website of this Embassy:
www.ambalkuwait.esteri.it as well as
on Instragram: @italyinkwt.

Italy is the third largest eurozone
economy and the eighth in the
world, a domestic market of 60 mil-
lion people, a gateway to 500 million
consumers from EU and 270 million
from North Africa and the Middle
East. It is also the second manufactur-
ing country in Europe, with a unique
know-how in strategic industries,
from machineries to automation,
from aerospace industry to ship-
building, from health to bio-medi-
cine, in addition to the sectors for
which Italy is famous in the world,
like fashion, design, cars, cuisine, agri-
cultural and food industry.

In Italy, there are research and
development centers of excellence
and more than 20 Italian universities
that are ranked among the best 500
in the world. The quality of life that
Italy can offer, with its landscapes,
arts, history, culture and cuisine is
unique and unrivaled. Therefore, we
wish that this initiative will attract the
enthusiastic participation of our
Kuwaiti friends, and in particular of
young people.

A special thanks goes, first of all,
to the National Council for Culture,
Arts and Letters, for the important
support in the organization of three
beautiful concerts. Then, to our gen-
erous sponsors, who helped us to
make this Italian Week come true.
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Some flyers promoting special events to be held as part of the ‘Italian Week.’

KUWAIT: Italian Ambassador Giuseppe Scognamiglio (left) speaks dur-
ing a press conference held Thursday to announce the first Italian
Week to be hosted in Kuwait. — Photo by Joseph Shagra

of the day

.Photo

KUWAIT: Stars illuminate the night sky in Al-Salmi desert
west of Kuwait - a popular site for star gazing. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
inaugurates Al-Farwaniya Security Directorate’s new building. — KUNA

MINISTER INAUGURATES NEW PREMISES
OF FARWANIYA SECURITY DIRECTORATE

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and
Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah inaugurat-
ed Thursday Al-Farwaniya Security
Directorate’s new building. Speaking to
reporters during the opening ceremo-
ny, Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled stat-
ed the new building comes within the

he said, noting that these security
achievements have gained the appre-
ciation and respect of the Kuwaiti
people.

Meanwhile, the minister praised the
plans and measures taken by security
bodies for the upcoming parliamentary
elections, pointing out Kuwaiti security

institutions’ experience and efficiency
in dealing with such an event.

He also expressed his hope that this
years’ election meets people’s aspira-
tions, and that the ministry achieves its
goal of serving the Kuwaiti people and
preserve their safety and security dur-
ing the electoral process. — KUNA

framework of a series projects to
revamp security facilities nationwide.

The recent security developments
require readiness and vigilance to
ensure the safety of the nation, he said,
stressing the importance of reinforcing
initiative-taking behavior among secu-
rity personnel and training them on
taking charge of security actions to
enable them to face challenges with
high efficiency, he said.

The Kuwaiti political leadership
strongly backs the security institu-
tion’s efforts to retain the country and
people’s security, Sheikh Mohammad
Al-Khaled affirmed. The supreme lead-
ership’s support has enabled security
men to attain a number of goals dur-
ing the past period in various fields,

|

Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah tours Al-Farwaniya Security Directorate’s new building.

AL-SUMAIT UNIVERSITY IN ZANZIBAR:
A RESPECTFUL EDUCATION FACILITY

ZANZIBAR: It is well known that knowledge and education
are important tools for the progress and prosperity of any
nation and with that fact in mind, Kuwait continues to provide
educational assistance to the African continent.

One of the most important Kuwaiti institutes that propa-
gated the cause of education in Africa was Al-Sumait
University in Zanzibar, Tanzania, which is named after the late
Kuwaiti philanthropist Dr Abdulrahman Al-Sumait.

Deputy head of the University Dr Adel Hussain said that the
university, established in 1998, only housed one facility that
taught the Arabic language and Islamic studies with a mere 25
students receiving education back then.

From 2001 onwards, the university continued to grow until
it received recognition from the supreme Tanzanian educa-
tional authorities, said Dr Hussain who revealed that the insti-
tute now has some 1,000 students enrolled.

Dr Hussain said that the university, which has an academic
staff of 50 lecturers, offered now some 14 majors for students
to pursue their education, affirming that this would not have
happened without the generous aid of the Kuwaiti leadership
and people.

Some 3,400 students have graduated from Al-Sumait

University so far and that is all thanks to late Dr Abdulrahman
Al-Sumait who first planted the seeds of this successful univer-
sity, said Dr Hussain. Al-Sumait University falls under the juris-
diction of the Direct Aid Society which began its operations in
1981. It is a Non-Government Organization (NGO). — KUNA

brief

KUWAIT CONTACTS BOSNIAN
AUTHORITIES OVER DETAINEE

KUWAIT: Kuwait Ambassador to Bosnia and Herzegovina
Nasser Al-Mutairi said the embassy has been in contact with
the Bosnian authorities since the Kuwaiti national
Mohammad Al-Mutairi was detained. The embassy is doing its
utmost to review the sentence issued for the citizen and
ensure his early release, the ambassador said in a statement
released Thursday night. — KUNA

Diwan mourns Sheikh

KUWAIT: The Amiri Diwan mourned yesterday the passing
of Sheikh Sabah Mubarak Al-Nasser Al-Sabah, aged 58.
Sheikh Sabah Mubarak Al-Sabah will be laid to rest today
after the Asr (afternoon) prayer. — KUNA

Oil exporting contracts

KUWAIT: Kuwait's crude oil exporting contracts have recently
increased 28 percent with Japan, and 65 percent with Taiwan,
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) announced Thursday.
KPC's marketing team has succeeded in increasing the con-
tract volume of Kuwaiti crude oil with JX Nippon Oil and Gas
Exploration Corporation, considered as Japan’s number one
company in refining potency and operations volume, and
Chinese Petroleum Corporation (CPC), which is a major state-
run company in Taiwan, the Kuwaiti corporation said in a press
statement. — KUNA

MIT picks Sheikha

KUWAIT: Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) has
chosen General Supervisor of Dar Al-Athar Al-Islamiya
(DAI) Sheikha Hessa Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah to be a
member of its consultant committee, among elites in cul-
ture, science and education. MIT has picked Sheikha Hessa
as a visiting member in its consultant committee at the
department of architectural engineering, DAl announced
in a press statement yesterday. Sheikha Hessa will be the
first Arab lady in a committee of creme de la creme of
educational experts. The consultant committee will offer
recommendations on the academic development of MIA;
an institute of which 85 members of its teaching staff are
Nobel Prize holders. — KUNA

Kuwaiti astronomer honored

DUBAI: The Islamic Affairs and Charitable Activities
Department (IACAD) of the Government of Dubai awarded
Dr Saleh Al-Ajiri, a Kuwait astronomer, for his efforts in set-
ting the exact timings of prayers. The honoring took place on
the fringes of a forum on the standards of the timings of
prayers in the presence of Khaled Al-Jom’an - an astronomer
at Saleh Al-Ajiri’s observatory, and IACAD Director-General Dr
Hamad Al-Shaibani. Jom’an who received the award on
behalf of Dr Al-Ajizi, said Dr Al-Ajiri dedicated nearly 70 years
of his lifetime in setting the Higri (Arabic lunar) calendar in a
precise and scientific way. “Dr Al-Ajiri’s professionalism
enriched the astronomical techniques in the Arabian Gulf
region,” Jom’an said. — KUNA

2nd school in Anbar

BAGHDAD: Kuwait Society for Relief opened Thursday the
second elementary caravan school for the internally dis-
placed persons in an area around Anbar province, western
Iraq, as part of its ‘Kuwait by Your Side’ campaign. The
school was inaugurated at one of the displaced families’
camps in Khalidiya city, eastern Anbar, The United Iraqi
Medical Society for Relief and Development (UIMS) said in
a statement, adding that it consists of 18 classrooms and
accommodates 1,225 male/female students. On November
5th, ‘Kuwait by Your Side’ campaign opened the first cara-
van school for the displaced Iragi families in Amiriyah dis-
trict of Fallujah city. — KUNA
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As ‘caliphate’ shrinks,
IS struggles in Egypt

.| Colombia signs contested  _

Myanmar pursuing ‘ethnic

| newpeace deal with FARC - | cleansing’ of Rohingyas |

HAIFA: Palestinian firefighters help extinguish a fire in this northern Israeli city following a wildfire yesterday. —AFP

ISRAEL ARRESTS 13 OVER ARSON

FOREIGN FIREFIGHTERS HELP COMBAT WILDFIRE PLAGUE

JERUSALEM: Israeli police arrested 13 people
yesterday on suspicion of arson, authorities
said, after massive wildfires tore through cen-
tral and northern Israel, a conflagration that
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu branded
as “terrorism”. Firefighters kept battling the
flames in wooded hills around Jerusalem and
in northern areas on Friday, with support from
Palestinian firemen and emergency teams
from Greece, Cyprus, Croatia, Italy, Russia and
Turkey. Netanyahu said he had also accepted
offers of help from Egypt and Jordan.

On the ground, Palestinian firefighters on
Thursday night joined the Israelis, sending
four fire engines to the northern city of Haifa
and four more to the village of Beit Meir, near
Jerusalem. In the cooperative village of reli-
gious Jews, where about 400 residents were
evacuated from their homes, Israeli and
Palestinian crews fought side by side against
the flames.

Unseasonably dry weather and easterly
winds helped kindle the fires, which erupted
on Tuesday and now stretch across half the
country. Arson appeared to be behind some

of the blazes, Netanyahu said. “A price will be
paid for this arson-terrorism,” he told
reporters yesterday. He said the arson was
carried out by “elements with great hostility
toward Israel.” “We cannot tell yet if this is
organized, but we can see a number of cells
operating,” Netanyahu said.

Accusations

Police spokesman Micky Rosenfeld said a
dozen people had been detained either while
attempting to set fires or fleeing the area, but
he provided no further details. Internal
Security Minister Gilad Erdan told reporters 13
people were arrested. Erdan said those arrest-
ed were “minorities”, an allusion to either
Arab Israeli citizens or Palestinians. “The high-
est likelihood is that the motive is nationalis-
tic,” Erdan told Army Radio. Police, however,
stopped short of declaring any motive. The
fires are the biggest in the country since 2010,
when 44 people were killed in a killed in a
massive blaze in the north. Investigators con-
cluded that fire was caused by negligence.

Education Minister Naftali Bennett, leader

of a far-right party, said on Thursday the fires
could not have been started by Jews and on
Friday blamed them on “nationalist terrorists”,
a reference in Israel to Palestinians. “There is
no coincidental ‘wave of fires’,” he wrote on
Twitter. “There is a nationalist terrorist wave
by fire terrorists meant to murder civilians and
cause fright.”

There has been no official response from
Palestinian leaders. But Ayman Odeh, a lead-
ing Israeli Arab politician from Haifa, rejected
the suggestion Arabs were responsible for
arson attacks and accused the Israeli govern-
ment of taking advantage of the situation to
incite against the Arab minority. Nearly a third
of the residents of Haifa, a coastal city of
around 250,000 people, including a large
Arab population, spent the night in shelters
and nearby towns and villages after being
ordered to leave on Thursday in the face of
walls of flame.

Smoke billowed over the city yesterday
morning as firefighters worked to douse the
remaining fires. City officials said the situation
was under control but that at least 700 homes

had been badly damaged or destroyed.
About 80,000 evacuees from Haifa were
allowed to return to their homes on Friday as
firefighters curbed the flames. Israel’s chief of
police said on Thursday people may have
decided to start fires after seeing the trouble
they were causing. “We're in an area where if
someone sees on the news there is an oppor-
tunity, he can take advantage of the opportu-
nity,” said Roni Alsheich.

An Israeli army spokeswoman said forces
had arrested a Palestinian man caught trying
to set a fire near the Israeli settlement of
Kochav Yaakov in the occupied West Bank.
Footage aired on Israeli television showed
three people setting a fire in an open area
near the West Bank settlement of Ariel. Police
said one man from the Bedouin village of
Rahat in southern Israel had been arrested for
incitement after he posted a message on his
Facebook page calling on others to start fires.
Palestinians seek an independent state in ter-
ritories including the West Bank that Israel
took in a 1967 war. The last round of peace
talks collapsed in 2014. —Agencies
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MILITANT SIEGE CHOKES SYRIA'S DEIR EZZOR

DEIR EZZOR, Syria: In the Syrian city of
Deir Ezzor, a two-year siege by the
Islamic State group has forced taxi driv-
er Mohammed Al-Obeid to find a new
job and turned its park into a cemetery.
Instead of ferrying customers around
the eastern city with its fuel shortages,
he now buys old furniture and breaks it
up for resale as firewood for cooking
and heating. “People sell me household
furniture - beds and wardrobes - and
other wooden objects so they can use
the money to buy food,” Obeid said in
the Jura district where he sells the wood
outside his house.

IS militants seized parts of Deir Ezzor
in 2014 after a lightning advance across
large areas of Syria and neighboring
Irag. In Jan 2015, they imposed a chok-
ing siege on the regime-held west of
the city, which the UN says is home to
around a third of the city’s pre-war pop-
ulation of 300,000. Nearly one million
people in Syria are living under siege,
according to the United Nations, mostly
in areas surrounded by government
forces.

Deir Ezzor is the only place where IS

has imposed a siege on a pocket of
regime-held territory. With no way in or
out except by military helicopter, civil-
ians in the city are trapped and have
scarce supplies of food and fuel. The
World Food Programme has air-
dropped aid to the city - the only
besieged part of the country to receive
such assistance. The regime’s key ally
Russia has also delivered aid by air.

Queuing for rations

But in the market on Al-Wadi street,
there’s still little on offer to weary, hun-
gry residents. Rocket and spinach aside,
few vegetables are available among the
cigarettes, chickens and canned foods.
And what is available is often beyond
the means of local residents, with a kilo
of fly-ridden meat on sale for 15,000
Syrian pounds ($30). “In two years |
haven't eaten meat, fruit or biscuits
because of the siege,” said 12-year-old
Mustafa Al-Musa. “l miss all those
foods.”

The government now provides free
bread to needy residents, distributing it
through the Syrian Red Crescent society
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DEIR EZZOR: Syrian men sell wood in this Syrian city on Nov 12,

2016. —AFP

which expects to hand out 17,000
batches by the end of November.
Outside a nearby public bakery, dozens
of locals gathered to wait for rations.
“We stand here for hours waiting for a
bag of bread to keep us alive,” said Um
Khaled, a retired government employee

in her sixties. “The siege means we nev-
er have enough, and we suffer for hours
in the cold and the heat to get a few
loaves.” Residents have also been forced
to dig wells for water, because fuel
shortages make it virtually impossible to
power pumps. —AFP

CIVILIANS DESPAIR AS ARMY
ADVANCES IN REBEL ALEPPO

US SERVICE MEMBER, TURKISH SOLDIER KILLED

ALEPPO: The Syrian army advanced in
Aleppo yesterday, pounding the rebel-held
east with strikes that killed dozens and added
to the despair for more than 250,000 civilians
under siege. The US military meanwhile
announced its first combat loss in Syria, say-
ing a service member had been killed by a
bomb during an offensive against the Islamic
State group. Ten days into the Syrian govern-
ment’s renewed bid to recapture all of bat-
tered second city Aleppo, regime bombard-
ment has killed nearly 190 civilians and left
residents desperate for respite.

The regime is hoping to score its most
important victory yet of the five-year civil
war, dealing a potentially decisive blow to
the rebels by recapturing eastern neighbor-
hoods they overran in 2012. Civilians in the
east have been under siege by the army
since July, with food and fuel supplies dwin-
dling and international aid completely
exhausted. On Thursday alone, 32 civilians
were killed in air strikes and artillery fire on
eastern neighborhoods, among them five
children, the Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights said. “I'm terrified by the army’s
advance and the increasing bombardment,”
said Abu Raed, a father-of-four living in
Fardos neighborhood. “There’s no safe place
for me and my family.”

Rescuers Pull Boy from Rubble

The Observatory said the army now con-
trolled more than 60 percent of the strategic
Masaken Hanano district and was pushing
on. Masaken Hanano is east Aleppo’s largest
district and its capture would cut the rebel-
held sector in two. The advances have been
accompanied by relentless air and artillery
bombardment, with medical staff in the east
accusing the army of dropping barrel bombs
filled with chlorine gas. Damascus and its ally
Moscow have repeatedly denied any illegal,

military use of the chemical.

Retaliatory rocket fire by the rebels has
killed at least 18 civilians in the government-
held west, 10 of them children, according to
the Observatory. On Thursday night, rescue
workers in several parts of the east battled
to extricate civilians trapped under the rub-
ble of bombed buildings. In Bab al-Nayrab,
an AFP cameraman saw rescuers battle for
more than an hour to pull out a seriously
wounded boy. The lower part of his body
was trapped and the back of his head badly
gashed. He cried out “father, father,” as the
rescuers used pickaxes to break up the con-
crete surrounding him.

The desperate conditions have prompt-
ed some civilians to flee. In recent days, five
families have crossed to Sheikh Magsud, a
Kurdish-controlled enclave between the
government-held west and rebel-held east,
the Observatory said. Damascus says resi-
dents and surrendering fighters are free to
leave, and accuses the rebels of preventing
civilians from doing so and using them as
“human shields.”

‘Unbearable Circumstances’

On the ground, residents expressed
despair. “Living under these circumstances is
unbearable,” said 43-year-old Mohammed
Haj Hussein, in Tariq al-Bab district. “There’s
no work, there’s no food, and the bombing is
incessant... | want to get out of here by any
means possible.” In Bab al-Nayrab district,
Abu Hussein said: “l don’t know what the UN
is waiting for. Why don't they at least evacu-
ate the children and women?” The UN says it
has a plan to deliver aid to Aleppo and evac-
uate the sick and wounded, which rebel fac-
tions have approved.

But Damascus has yet to agree, and
additional guarantees are needed from
Moscow, UN officials say. On Thursday, the

head of the UN-backed humanitarian task-
force for Syria, Jan Egeland, warned there
was no plan B to help civilians in east
Aleppo. “In many ways plan B is that people
starve, and can we allow that to happen?
No we cannot,” he said.

Deaths

Meanwhile, a Turkish soldier was killed
and five wounded in clashes with IS in north-
ern Syria, the military said yesterday, as
Turkish-backed rebels pressed an offensive
to take the city of al-Bab from the radical
group. The latest casualties bring the num-
ber of Turkish soldiers killed in Syria to 17
since Ankara launched a cross-border incur-
sion on Aug 24 to try to push Islamic State
and Kurdish fighters from the border,
according to Turkish media.

The Turkish military said four Syrian
rebels had been killed and 25 wounded in
clashes in the 24 hours to yesterday morn-
ing. Turkish fighter jets were continuing to
strike Islamic State targets near al-Bab, it
said. The casualties came a day after three
Turkish soldiers were killed in a suspected
Syrian air strike, the first such Turkish deaths
at the hands of Syrian government forces.
Prime Minister Binali Yildirim said Ankara
would retaliate.

Further east, in Raqga province, where a
US-backed alliance of Kurdish and Arab
fighters is battling IS, Washington suffered
its first combat loss in Syria, the US-led
coalition announced. It said the service
member died on Thursday from wounds
caused by an improvised bomb near the
town of Ayn Issa. US special forces are on
the ground in the area supporting an offen-
sive to retake the city of Raqqa, the
jihadists’ de facto Syrian capital. The death
came as Americans celebrated the
Thanksgiving holiday. —Agencies

ISTANBUL: People walk in the Fatih district yesterday. —AP

ARABIC SIGNS FACE
AXE IN ISTANBUL'S
LITTLE SYRIA AREA

ISTANBUL: With its colorful signs, flashing lights and awnings dis-
playing sales messages in Arabic, Istanbul’s Aksaray neighbor-
hood looks just like its nickname, “Little Syria”. Those scenes soon
could change as part of a crackdown on what one local official
calls “visual pollution”. Last week, Aksaray businesses and resi-
dents received a notice ordering them to de-clutter building
facades and overhaul their signage. The order represents the lat-
est salvo in an eight-year effort to standardize storefronts and
require all signs to be in the Turkish language, which uses the
Latin alphabet. It also seeks the removal of signs in Cyrillic letter-
ing and all signs with neon and LED lights.

Some Syrian residents are vowing to ignore the order, seeing it
as an assault on their culture. Turkey today is home to 3 million
refugees, mostly Syrian. “I will defend my rights because | don't
agree with this decision,” said Mehmet Basil Souccar, who manages
five Syrian restaurants in Istanbul. The 45-year-old, a dual Turkish-
Syrian national, estimates that more than two-thirds of Aksaray’s
stores are owned and operated by Syrians - and predicts street
clashes if authorities try to remove Arabic signage. “You can be sure
that if they enforce this order, there will be a very ugly picture in
Aksaray,” he said.

Some argue that their businesses must be identified with Arabic
signs to be identified by their largely Syrian clientele, many of them
refugees from the besieged city of Aleppo. “Our restaurant’s name
was well known in Aleppo,” said Mahrusi restaurant manager Samer
Abou Dan. “If we remove our sign, we might as well shut the restau-
rant down and leave.” —AP
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SUPPLIES RUNNING OUT FOR IRAQIS LEFT IN MOSUL

MOSUL: Rasha rummages through her kitchen cup-
board and holds up a nearly empty bag of rice - the last
of the stock of supplies for her family of five in Iraq’s bat-
tleground city of Mosul.

“I don't know what will happen when this runs out,”
she told AFP, as her five-year-old son Yunus fiddled with
a toy bazooka his father made him. “We are relying on
God.” A few blocks away from the home in the densely
packed Aden neighborhood, Iraqi special forces are bat-
tling Islamic State (IS) militants in grinding house-to-
house fighting to oust the group from Mosul, the last
major population center it controlled in the country.

But the family are among the thousands of residents
of Mosul sitting tight in areas retaken by government
troops and praying that the hurricane of violence will
soon pass them by. While aid agencies estimated that
some 200,000 residents could flee the city in the first
weeks of the fighting, five weeks into the operation only
around 70,000 civilians have fled their homes. Those
who stay behind in the city - often too scared or unable
to quit - are facing both danger and deprivation. “We've
already had three mortars hit our roof,” said the mother-

Power lines are cut, gas for heating is running low,
and drinking water is nearly gone. The only supplies the
family receives are the occasional bags of bread and
packs of bottled water the troops from Iraq’s elite
Counter-Terrorism Service (CTS) can bring them. But -
with temperatures at night dropping below zero Celsius
- the thought of making the perilous journey out of
Mosul with three young children to one of the sprawling
camps for displaced people seems daunting. “At least
here we have a roof over our head,” Rasha said.

‘Huge Concern’

For humanitarian agencies, trying to reach the people
inside the recaptured areas of Mosul is becoming
increasingly urgent. The fighting and high risks mean
that aid deliveries have been severely restricted. The
United Nations says it has been able to deliver food to
some 37,000 people, but they are on the very eastern
fringe of the city. “Security and access is the big chal-
lenge,” Inger Marie Vennize, a spokeswoman for the
World Food Programme in Iraq, told AFP. “It is a huge
concern for us because we know that people need food

Aid agencies have urged the Iraqi forces to ensure
them with access or open up safe corridors. Vennize
insisted agencies were “discussing everything all the
time” for aid to reach people who need it in Mosul, but
said air drops for now were not on the table. With
fighting raging against a determined enemy who is
unwilling to negotiate, there appears precious little
room for manoeuvre and the operation looks set to
last weeks, if not months longer.

Maan Al-Saadi, a commander with the CTS, insisted
that the assault was “ahead of schedule”. But he said
IS was using unconventional methods that made
retaking territory more arduous. “They are using car
bombs, suicide bombers and civilians as human
shields - this makes it difficult for us.” On Wednesday,
pro-government militias west of Mosul said they cut
off the last remaining routes from Mosul to IS-held ter-
ritory in Syria. And that means the militants left in the
city - already willing to blow themselves up in their
hundreds to slow the Iragi advance - are now almost
certainly gearing up for a fight to the death. “They can-
not flee. They have two choices - give up or die,” Saadi

of-three. “l am so afraid for my children.”

MOSUL: An Iraqi special forces soldier battles
against Islamic State militants in the Bakr frontline
neighborhood yesterday. —AFP

[IRAQ READIES FORCE
TO STORM FLASHPOINT
TOWN NEAR MOSUL

BAGHDAD: Iraq is readying a special force tasked with storming Tal
Afar, a bastion of Islamic State west of Mosul, in a way that would
avoid revenge killings against the town’s Sunni population.
Capturing or isolating Tal Afar from Mosul is a key part of the US-
backed offensive to take back Islamic State’s last major city strong-
hold in Iraq, by allowing the ground forces taking part in the cam-
paign to complete Mosul’s encirclement. The army and police
forces planning to storm Tal Afar will include Sunni and Shiite
Turkmens, reflecting the main mix of the town’s population, said
Hisham Al-Hashimi, a Baghdad-based analyst who advises the gov-
ernment on Islamic State affairs. Tal Afar's Shiite community fled
after Islamic State, a hardline Sunni group, swept through the
region two years ago, declaring from Mosul a “caliphate” that also
spanned parts of Syria.

The offensive to take Mosul started on Oct 17 with air and
ground support from a US-led coalition. The attack on Tal Afar has
been so far executed by Popular Mobilization, a coalition made up
mainly of Iranian-trained Shiite paramilitary groups whose involve-
ment in the Mosul offensive sparked fears of sectarian killings. The
3,500-strong force being set up to storm Tal Afar will operate from
an airbase just south of the city, said Hashimi. Popular Mobilization,
or Hashid Shaabi, will stay outside the town, enforcing a blockade,
he said. The Iragi government has been keen on allying fears of sec-
tarian killings in Tal Afar after Turkey threatened to intervene, citing
its historic ties to Iraq’s ethnic Turkmens.

Fleeing Civilians

Thousands of civilians fled Tal Afar this week as Popular
Mobilization closed in. Several dozen families from the town also
arrived in Mosul, said a city resident, asking not to be identified as
Islamic State is punishing by death those caught communicating
with the outside world. Mosul is already ringed to the north, south
and east by Iragi government forces and Kurdish peshmerga forces.
Iraq’s US-trained Counter Terrorism Service breached Islamic State
defences in east Mosul at the end of October. —Reuters

assistance.”

said. —AFP

AS ‘CALIPHATE SHRINKS,
IS STRUGGLES IN EGYPT

CAR BOMB ATTACK KILLS 8 SOLDIERS IN SINAI

CAIRO: As the Islamic State group loses ter-
ritory in Iraq and Syria, one of its deadliest
branches is struggling against Egypt’s pow-
erful army to maintain a foothold in the
Sinai Peninsula. The affiliate, known as Sinai
Province, has waged a murky war in the
north of the peninsula bordering Israel that
has killed hundreds of soldiers and police-
men. It also claimed the bombing of a
Russian airliner carrying holidaymakers from
a south Sinai resort in Oct 2015 that killed all
224 people on board. Egypt’s tourism has
yet to recover.

But Sinai Province has been unable to
seize population centers, with one attempt
to occupy a town in 2015 ending with the
military unleashing F-16 jets against the mili-
tants. Instead the group has tried to keep up
a steady war of attrition involving roadside
bombings, sniper fire and checkpoint attacks
such as the one on Thursday that killed eight
soldiers. The militants are increasingly encir-
cled in the peninsula, with the military razing
sections of a town bordering the Palestinian
Gaza Strip to create a buffer zone and
destroying tunnels there, while setting up
checkpoints on routes out.

“The military’s biggest success is that they
have been able to contain the insurgency, by
and large, to North Sinai,” said Jantzen
Garnett, an expert on the jihadists with the
Navanti Group analytics company. The army
had been struggling to quash the insurgency
that took off in 2013 after the military ousted
Islamist president Mohamed Morsi, unleash-
ing a bloody crackdown on his followers.

Short Term Progress

Three years into the insurgency, however,
a decisive victory against the militants
appears distant, as Thursday's attack sug-
gests. “The Egyptian army has made some
short-term progress against (Sinai Province)
over the past year but the militant group con-
tinues to adapt and this progress should not
be construed as long-term success,” Garnett
said. “The military upped up its presence in
the Sinai following the July 1 attempt at tak-
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EL-ARISH, Egypt: This file photo taken on July 9, 2015 shows a member
of the Egyptian security forces standing guard next to a damaged bus
following a roadside bomb blast which wounded 20 Egyptian police-
men on the outskirts of northern Sinai’s provincial capital. —AFP

ing over Sheikh Zuweid,” analyst Mokhtar
Awad said of the group’s attempt to seize the
north Sinai town in 2015.

The militants instead have “doubled
down on types of operations focusing on
trying to commit terrorist attacks... and
focus on planting IEDs (improvised explo-
sive devices) and more sniper attacks,” said
Awad, a research fellow with George
Washington University’s Program on
Extremism. They have also increased assas-
sinations of officers and kidnappings and
executions of suspected informants, in two
cases publicly shooting them in the streets
of North Sinai’s capital EI-Arish.

The military toll is difficult to verify. The
military occasionally announces casualties,
such as the eight soldiers killed on Thursday.
Other reported casualties are not always dis-
closed. In November alone, Egyptian media
reported on the funerals - held within a day
of the deaths - of at least 10 military soldiers

and officers, not counting the eight killed on
Thursday. It is impossible to ascertain the toll
among militants, who do not disclose their
deaths. The military says it has killed hun-
dreds of militants, occasionally publishing
pictures of their corpses.

Leader Killed

“It's always murky when it comes to
assessing the picture in Sinai due to limits in
verification,” Awad said. The organization’s
hierarchy also remains a mystery. In August,
the military announced it had killed the
group’s top leader in Sinai, identified as Abu
Duaa, without providing further details. The
moniker “Ansari” - used by militants in Sinai
for locals of the peninsula - suggests he was a
Sinai Bedouin. A captured jihadi has said in
interrogations that the identity of the
group's overall leader in Sinai was unknown
and he passed on instructions through a sub-
ordinate. —AFP
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ERDOGAN THREATENS TO REOPEN BORDERS

ANKARA ANGERED BY EU FREEZE

ISTANBUL: President Recep Tayyip Erdogan threatened yester-
day to open Turkey’s borders to allow migrants to reach the EU,
in a move that would tear up a landmark deal that has reduced
the flow. Erdogan’s comments, some of his toughest in recent
times against the European Union, prompted an immediate
warning from Germany which helped broker the deal that such
“threats” were unhelpful. The threat came a day after the
European Parliament angered Ankara by backing a freeze in EU
accession talks, already hit by alarm over its crackdown in the
wake of the July 15 failed coup.

“Listen to me. If you go any further, then the frontiers will be
opened, bear that in mind,” Erdogan told the EU during a speech
in Istanbul. He said Brussels had cried out for help in 2015 as tens
of thousands of migrants massed at Turkey’s border crossing
with EU member Bulgaria. “You began to ask us ‘what will we do
if Turkey opens its borders'?” he asked.

‘Promises Unfulfilled’

On March 18, Ankara and Brussels forged a deal for Turkey
to halt the flow of migrants to Europe - an accord that has
largely been successful in reducing numbers crossing the
Aegean Sea between Turkey and Greece. Hundreds of migrants
have drowned in the Aegean en route from Turkey to EU mem-
ber Greece on unseaworthy boats. They included three-year-

ISTANBUL: Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan address-
es a meeting on “Women and Justice” yesterday. — AP

old Syrian Aylan Kurdi, with the images of his lifeless body
washed up on a Turkish beach spurring the international com-
munity into action.

Turkey agreed to step up maritime and land border controls
in exchange for incentives on its long-stalled membership bid,

including visa-free travel for its citizens and an acceleration of
accession talks. However with an October target passing, no
apparent progress on the visa issue and the accession talks
stalled, Ankara has accused Brussels of failing to keep its side of
the bargain.

In response to Erdogan’s remarks, Chancellor Angela
Merkel’s spokeswoman Ulrike Demmer said the deal was in the
interest “of all parties” and that “threats on either side are not
helpful”. “Where there are difficulties, we need to resolve
them,” she added. Erdogan said while Turkey itself was looking
after three million refugees mainly 2.7 million Syrians from the
civil war, but also Iraqis - but “you (the EU) did not fulfill your
promises”. “You never acted honorably, you did not act right,”
he told the bloc.

He has also accused Brussels of failing to fulfill a promise to
deliver some six billion euros ($6.3 billion) in aid for refugees.
The EU says the money is to be transferred gradually for indi-
vidual projects and not in a single payment. On Thursday, two
people died and two others were badly burnt when a fire broke
out on the Greek island of Lesbos, where many migrants who
crossed from Turkey are housed. The vote by the EU Parliament
reflected spiralling tensions between Ankara and the bloc after
Brussels repeatedly expressed alarm over the magnitude of
Turkey's crackdown after the coup. — AFP

UPBEAT FILLON HEADS FOR FINISH

State of Kuwait

Announcement from Ministry of Commerce & Industry
Consumer Protection Department

Ministry of Commerce & Industry - Consumer Protection Department,
in accordance with Law No. 39/2014, and in cooperation with
Mohamed Naser Al Sayer & Sons Est. Co. (Authorized Distributor and
Provider for TOYOTA Kuwait).

As an After sales service and commitment to customer satisfaction,
TOYOTA announces recall of 2016-TOYOTA RAV4 because the power
back door becomes inoperative due to insufficient heat resistance.
Hence the power back door won't be able to open and close using
power function.

TOYOTA takes this opportunity to further confirm its commitment to
its customers in Kuwait, sparing no effort to provide them with best
products and services to the highest safety and quality standards.

Steps and Procedures to be taken by Al Sayer TOYOTA :

First: Call:

Dealer will call car owners.

Second: Replacement:

Lexus Service Center will replace the power back door ECU free of
charge.

Third: Service and Maintenance Center:

Customers are kindly requested to call Al Sayer TOYOTA Service on
1803803 for proper advice and guidance.

TOYOTA apologizes for any inconvenience, sparing no effort to ensure
best customer service and safety levels.

Dear Valuable Customers:

TOYOTA vehicles belonging to new owners of any model year/ ages are
requested to register your vehicle details and contact number with us.
We need your co-operation to serve you better for any customer
satisfaction program.

PARIS: Conservative French presidential fron-
trunner Francois Fillon was holding a final rally
in Paris yesterday as he seeks to clinch the
nomination for the center-right Republicans in
a primary vote this weekend. Fillon, whose
surge has taken commentators and pollsters
by surprise, gave an assured performance in a
televised debate on Thursday night against his
centrist rival, longtime favorite Alain Juppe.

Fifty-seven percent of viewers judged Fillon
to have been the most convincing, according
to an independent poll for the BFMTV televi-
sion channel of 908 people who followed the
nearly two-hour exchange. A total of 8.5 mil-
lion people tuned in to hear the two ex-prime
ministers stress their differences on public sec-
tors cuts, relations between France and Russia,
and their views on multiculturalism.

Fillon was to hold a rally in Paris yesterday
evening where he hoped to draw up to 10,000
people, while Juppe was campaigning in the
city of Nancy in eastern France. Both men are
already looking ahead to their rivals in next
year’s election that will feature resurgent far-
right leader Marine Le Pen, as well as a
Socialist party candidate and independents. “I
think | am best placed with my program to
beat Marine Le Pen,” Juppe said on Friday,
referring to the nationalist and anti-immigra-
tion boss of the National Front.

Clear Differences

Thursday night’s debate cast into stark
relief the differences between the candidates,
with Fillon often portraying 71-year-old Juppe
as not ambitious enough and Juppe accusing
his rival of being unrealistic. “It is true that my
project is more radical and perhaps more diffi-
cult,” said Fillon, whose economic ideas have
been compared to those of late British prime
minister Margaret Thatcher.

The 62-year-old devout Catholic wants to
slash an eye-popping 500,000 public sector
jobs over five years and scrap the 35-hour
working week in a bid to kick-start the slug-
gish French economy. He is also more socially
conservative, believes France is “on the verge of
revolt”, and takes a harder line on Islam in
France.

Juppe has stressed how many on the far-
right are in favor of his rival’s proposals. “No,
France is not a multicultural country. France has
a history, a language and a culture which have
naturally been enriched from outside,” Fillon
said on Thursday during the debate. — AFP

PARIS: Francois Fillon (left) and Alain Juppe
take part in the first televised debate
between the two remaining candidates for
the rightwing Les Republicains (LR) party
primaries on Thursday. —AFP

MANHUNT FOR KILLER
AT FRENCH HOSPICE

MONTFERRIER-SUR-LEZ, France: French
police were hunting yesterday for a killer
who burst into a retirement home for
Christian missionaries in southern France
and stabbed a 54-year-old worker to
death, security sources said. The man,
brandishing a sawn-off shotgun and a
knife, tied up and stabbed the woman in
the village of Montferrier-sur-Lez near the
city of Montpellier on Thursday night.
Local prosecutor Christophe Barret told
AFP that “there is no particular evidence
about the motive” for the killing at the
home, where more than 70 mostly former
missionaries live.

The attack comes with French security
forces on their highest possible alert fol-
lowing a string of attacks by Islamist
extremists, including on Christian tar-
gets. A source close to the case, who
asked not to be named, told AFP yester-
day that investigators were not treating
it as a terror case so far but the man was
still on the loose. A nurse raised the
alarm about the attack and when police
arrived they found one of her colleagues
stabbed to death. Armed police then
searched the building but the killer had
fled and was not found despite a huge
police search operation overnight,
backed by a helicopter. — AFP
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STEIN SEEKS VOTE RECOUNT IN US RUST BELT

WASHINGTON: Former Green Party presidential can-
didate Jill Stein on Thursday launched a bid to seek a
vote recount in Wisconsin, the first of three Rust Belt
states won by Donald Trump where she intends to
challenge the result. Stein’s campaign announced
Thursday that it had raised the $1.1 million necessary
to fund a recount in Wisconsin and was on track to
do the same in Pennsylvania and Michigan, having
raised $2.7 million of a $4.5 million goal. Her cam-
paign has cited unspecified “anomalies” as grounds
to mount a challenge in all three states.

The move comes amid stepped-up calls from
some of Trump's left-wing opponents to challenge
the results of the November 8 election, which was
marked by warnings of foreign hacking and vote rig-
ging. “The unexpected results of the election and
reported anomalies need to be investigated before
the 2016 presidential election is certified,” Stein said
on her website. “We deserve elections we can trust.”

Although there is virtually no chance of overturn-
ing the result, the demands could reignite debate
over the legitimacy of Trump’s election, already
fuelled by Democrat Hillary Clinton’s lead in the pop-
ular vote which now stands at two million. “Raising
money to pay for the first round so quickly is a mirac-
ulous feat and a tribute to the power of grassroots
organizing,” Stein’s website read. The Midwestern
state of Wisconsin was a key battleground in the Nov
8 election, helping propel the Republican Trump to a
victory that stunned the nation.

Trump also won swing state Pennsylvania, and
claimed a razor-thin victory in Michigan according to

Jill Stein

unofficial results released Wednesday. Although she
lost in the indirect electoral college tally which
decides who wins the White House, Clinton’s lead in
the popular vote has risen as official results are final-
ized, narrowing the result in some swing states
where she lost. Clinton conceded on Nov 9 and her
campaign is not supporting the recount calls.

‘Election Integrity Movement’

Stein’s demands follow a bitter presidential cam-
paign that included persistent charges of Russian
hacking and fraud. Trump also warned during his
campaign that the election would be “rigged,” and
refused to say whether he would accept the results.
Any result change would not help Stein, who won
just over 1.1 percent of Wisconsin’s vote. But she
launched the recount effort after computer scientists

reportedly told the Clinton campaign the election
may have been rigged in Trump's favor.

The scientists, including University of Michigan'’s J
Alex Halderman, together with voting rights activist
John Bonifaz and others, said Clinton’s votes were 7
percent below expectations in counties that tallied
votes with electronic machines. “These recounts are
part of an election integrity movement to attempt to
shine a light on just how untrustworthy the US elec-
tion system is,” Stein’s website said, adding that the
attempt is “not intended to help Hillary Clinton.”
Clinton lost by a razor-thin margin of around 27,000
votes in Wisconsin and 60,000 votes in Pennsylvania.
Unofficial results released by Michigan’s secretary of
state’s office, put Trump ahead by a mere 10,704
votes. “I think it’s only natural and good for Americans
to be reassured that our votes are counted,” Stein told
CNN Thursday, “especially after such a divisive and
bitter election where 80 percent of Americans... basi-
cally said they were disgusted with this election.”

‘Demographics, Not Hacking’

But one of the scientists she cites, Halderman,
Wednesday sought to dampen mounting speculation
that recounts would change the election’s result.
“Were this year’s deviations from pre-election polls
the results of a cyberattack?” he wrote on Medium.
“Probably not.” Rather, the polling was more likely
“systematically wrong”. The only way to remove any
lingering controversy, however, would be to study
“paper ballots and voting equipment in critical
states”, he added. — AFP

BATTLE SURROUNDS
TRUMP SECRETARY
OF STATE CHOICE

PALM BEACH, Florida: As families across a bitterly divid-
ed America gathered for Thanksgiving, a battle erupted
Thursday in Donald Trump'’s camp over his pick for secre-
tary of state, with loyalists seeking to block the path of
Mitt Romney, a fierce former critic of the billionaire. With
the president-elect hunkered down at his Mar-a-Lago
resort in Florida for the holiday weekend - from where he
urged the country to unite after a “painful” campaign - his
team appears split over the prospect of making Romney,
the Republican presidential candidate in 2012, America’s
top diplomat.

Some of Trump's staunchest supporters have united to
oppose naming a man who called the real estate magnate
a “fraud” and a “conman” during the campaign, when he
helped lead the party establishment’s drive to sideline
him. But the other leading choice for top diplomat, out-
spoken former New York mayor Rudy Giuliani - one of
Trump's loudest supporters from early in his campaign -
has drawn scrutiny for business dealings that could pose
conflicts of interest.

Opposition to Romney

Despite his lack of experience in foreign policy, Giuliani,
72, has openly lobbied for secretary of state, telling
Trump’s advisers he is interested in no other position, The
New York Times reported. However, Giuliani’s candidacy
has drawn attention to business dealings with foreign
governments that may rule him out. Picking Romney -
who lost the White House race to Barack Obama four years
ago - would reassure the Republican establishment and
US allies worried about Trump's foreign policy.

But the businessman and former Massachusetts gover-
nor who savaged Trump'’s candidacy during the campaign
also publicly differs from him on Russia, a leading foreign
policy challenge. While the president-elect has praised
President Vladimir Putin, promising to improve strained
relations with Moscow, Romney has called Russia
America’s “number-one geopolitical foe”. Trump's close
aide Kellyanne Conway cast further doubt on his suitabili-
ty Thursday in what appeared to be a bad sign for
Romney. — AFP

TRUMP KEEPS POLITICS ON
HIS THANKSGIVING MENU

MOGUL SAYS HE'S TRYING TO SAVE JOBS IN US

WEST PALM BEACH/WASHINGTON: US
President-elect Donald Trump spent the
Thanksgiving holiday at his Mar-a-Lago
resort on Thursday, dining with his family
at the Florida golf club after revisiting a
campaign pledge he made about restor-
ing American manufacturing. Trump,
known for his use of Twitter to drive
political debate, tweeted about an
Indiana air conditioner maker he featured
in his election campaign as an emblem of
trade deals he said were unfavorable to
American workers.

Trump, who has not been seen in

public since arriving in Florida on
Tuesday, said he was “working hard, even
on Thanksgiving, trying to get Carrier A.C.
Company to stay in the US (Indiana).
MAKING PROGRESS - Will know soon!”
Carrier Corp, a division of United
Technologies Corp, responded on Twitter
that the company has had “discussions
with the incoming administration” but
had “nothing to announce at this time.” A
representative for the company had no
additional comment.

Earlier this year, the company said it
would move 1,400 jobs to Mexico from

BEDMINSTER, New Jersey: In this Nov. 20, 2016 photo, US President-Elect
Donald Trump (left) stands with investor Wilbur Ross after a meeting at the
Trump National Golf Club Bedminster clubhouse. Trump is poised to offer the
position of commerce secretary to Ross, the head of a private-equity firm.

Indiana, giving a three-year timetable for
the shift. The state’s Republican gover-
nor, Mike Pence - later picked by Trump
as his vice-presidential running mate -
decried the decision, and spoke out
against it often on the campaign trail.
Trump made Carrier’s decision part of his
rallying cry against the North American
Free Trade Agreement with Canada and
Mexico. He said he would slap taxes on
the company’s air conditioners shipped
back to the United States.

Asked by Reuters last week whether
the company was reconsidering its deci-
sion given Trump’s victory in the Nov 8
election over Democrat Hillary Clinton,
the company said in a statement it was
“making every effort” to help its Indiana
employees during the shift. “By providing
three years advance notice of the move
and by funding education and retraining
programs for up to four years after the
move is complete, we are providing
employees with both time and opportu-
nity to help them to make a smooth tran-
sition,” the company said.

Carrier also cited an agreement it had
reached with the United Steelworkers
union about compensation for affected
workers. Trump’s Thanksgiving comments
on Carrier were reminiscent of remarks he
tweeted last week about Ford Motor Co, a
company he criticized during the cam-
paign for shifting some production lines to
Mexico. When Ford informed Trump it
would not shift production of a Lincoln
sport utility vehicle to Mexico from
Kentucky, he took to Twitter to say he
saved the plant, although the company
had never considered moving the whole
factory south of the border.— Reuters
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32 BODIES, 9 HUMAN HEADS FOUND IN MEXICO

MEXICO CITY: Authorities have exhumed 32 bodies
and nine heads from several clandestine graves this
week in a southern Mexican state plagued by kidnap-
pings and murders, officials said Thursday. The remains
were unearthed between Tuesday and Thursday in 17
pits on a hill in the village of Pochahuixco, part of the
municipality of Zitlala, a region beset by turf wars
between drug cartels. “The discoveries are terrible,”
Guerrero state security spokesman Roberto Alvarez
said, adding that the victims include 31 men and one
woman.

The remains were taken to the state capital,
Chilpancingo, to be identified, Alvarez said in a state-
ment. No arrests have been made in the case. The bod-
ies were found in 17 of 20 pits that were dug up by
investigators. Seven were found on Tuesday, five on
Wednesday and the rest on Thursday in various states of
decomposition. No other remains were found but sol-
diers are scouring the region for any other hidden
graves. No arrests were made. Drug cartels have been
burying their victims in hidden graves across the country

for years, and authorities regularly find human remains.
At the border between the western states of Jalisco and
Michoacan, for instance, 75 bodies were unearthed from
37 clandestine graves between late 2013 and early 2014.
Guerrero has been plagued by a series of mass kidnap-
pings, including 12 people abducted in the municipality
of Ajuchitlan del Progreso last week.

Heads in a Cooler

The clandestine graves were found after authorities
received an anonymous tip about a camp where people
were being held, Alvarez told AFP. When they arrived at
the site on a hill, they found a kidnap victim as well as two
cars, a motorcycle and bulletproof vests. Soldiers and
police also found four heads inside a cooler that could be
linked to nine bodies that were found on a roadside in
the town of Tixtla a few days ago, he said. The Ardillos
and Los Rojos drug gangs are fighting over territory in
the Zitlala region, the security spokesman said. “There are
a lot of murders, a lot of abductions,” he said. Guerrero is
one of the country’s most violent states and a major opi-

um poppy grower. Last weekend at least 24 people were
killed in the state.

43 Students

Los Rojos have also been battling the Guerreros
Unidos drug cartel. In the Pacific resort of Acapulco, the
Beltran Leyva gang and the Independent Cartel of
Acapulco battle for supremacy. Guerrero is also known
for the disappearance of 43 students in the city of Iguala
in Sept 2014, a case that drew international outrage and
remains unsolved. The Iguala case put a spotlight on
the rash of disappearances in Mexico, where some
28,000 people have been reported missing since 2007
in addition to tens of thousands killed in connection
with drug violence. Frustrated by the lack of progress
by the authorities, mothers, fathers, brothers and sisters
of the disappeared have led their own searches across
the country, learning to detect clandestine graves on
their own. They look for unturned earth and pierce the
ground with sticks, smelling the end of it for the stench
of rotting flesh. —AFP

BRASILIA: This file photo taken on May 24, 2016 shows
then acting Brazilian President Michel Temer (right) greet-
ing the new minister of culture Marcelo Calero during his
swearing-in ceremony at the Planalto Palace. — AFP

MINISTER AT CENTER
OF BRAZIL'S LATEST
SCANDAL RESIGNS

BRASILIA: Brazilian President Michel Temer’s minister in
charge of relations with Congress, Geddel Vieira Lima,
resigned yesterday following an accusation that he had pres-
sured another minister to approve a property investment. His
resignation, along with accusations by another minister that
Temer also discussed the investment with him, rattled
investors yesterday, pushing Brazil’s currency and stock prices
lower as traders worried the turmoil would affect efforts to
overhaul government finances and restore economic growth.

Vieira Lima is the fourth Cabinet minister to quit over cor-
ruption allegations since Temer replaced impeached leftist
Dilma Rousseff earlier this year and vowed to clean up gov-
ernment. His departure deprives Temer of his point man in
negotiations with Congress, a key post for an administration
striving to enact unpopular austerity measures to reduce a
widening budget deficit and spur a recovery for an economy
in its worst recession since the 1930s.

The crisis came to a head following news reports late on
Thursday that Marcelo Calero, who resigned last week as cul-
ture minister, told federal police that Temer himself pressured
him to resolve a dispute with Vieira Lima. The dispute involved
a permit for construction of a luxury oceanfront building in
which Vieira Lima had purchased an apartment and that need-
ed approval by a culture ministry agency because it would be
built in a historical preservation district in Vieira Lima’s home-
town of Salvador. After Brazil's public prosecutor’s office said it
was studying a possible investigation into the case, a presiden-
tial aide told Reuters early yesterday that Vieira Lima's situation
had become untenable. The Brazilian real slumped as much as
2.2 percent to 3.4679 reais to the dollar, the biggest intraday
drop since a day after US President-elect Donald Trump's unex-
pected victory. It later pared losses to trade 0.92 percent lower
on the day. — Reuters

COLOMBIA SIGNS CONTESTED
NEW PEACE DEAL WITH FARC

OPPOSITION AGAINST REDRAFTED VERSION

BOGOTA: Colombia’s government and
FARC rebels signed a controversial
revised peace accord Thursday to end
their half-century conflict, set to be rati-
fied in Congress despite bitter opposi-
tion. President Juan Manuel Santos and
guerrilla leader Rodrigo “Timochenko”
Londono signed the new deal with a
pen made from a spent bullet, in a low-
key ceremony in the capital Bogota.

The original deal - signed with great
fanfare in September - was rejected by
voters in a referendum last month, a
shock upset that sent negotiators back
to the drawing board. The new plan
bypasses a vote by the Colombian peo-
ple, against bitter opposition from crit-
ics. They say the revisions are only cos-
metic and will still grant impunity for
war crimes committed by the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia (FARC).

Santos, who won this year’s Nobel
Peace Prize for his efforts to end the
conflict, said the new deal was better
than the original. “It includes the hopes
and observations of the vast majority of
Colombians,” he said after signing it.
“We all know in our souls that the cost of
the armed conflict is too high.”

Fragile Ceasefire

The deal was immediately sent to
Congress, where it is expected to pass
after being debated next week. Santos
and his allies hold a majority in the legis-
lature. The government and FARC both
say they are under pressure for fear that
their fragile ceasefire could break down.
A recent wave of alleged assassinations
in conflict zones has added to calls to
seal a deal fast. But an aftermath of dis-
cord and uncertainty appears likely as
opponents promised to keep resisting
the peace plan, including with street
protests.

“The country has spoken. It has said,
‘Yes to peace, but without impunity,”
said top opponent Alvaro Uribe, a con-
servative ex-president and senator.
“What we have here remains total
impunity,” he told RCN television.

Speaking later in the Senate, he called
for another referendum on some of the
contested “basic issues” in the deal.

Opposition Objections

The government and FARC negotia-
tors’ redrafted version of the deal
includes concessions from the rebels on
issues such as reparations for victims.
But Uribe complains it still ignores key
demands, notably on punishing FARC
leaders for the killings and kidnappings
blamed on the group. Under the deal,
the Marxist rebels would disarm and
become a political party. The deal allows
non-custodial sentences for convicted
FARC members.

Uribe and his allies demand
tougher punishments and say rebel
leaders guilty of war crimes should
not be allowed to run for office
before completing their sentences.
A survey by pollster Datexco pub-
lished on Wednesday found that 58
percent of people want more revi-
sions to the deal.

Bypassing Voters

Congress will open a live televised
debate on the deal from next Tuesday.
On the streets of Bogota, passerby
Overnis Diaz welcomed the agreement.
“We have lived through a war of more
than 50 years. We want no more blood-
shed,” he said. But another local,
Dayanna Gil, said: “It should be
approved through a popular vote... We
should all have a say.”

Disarmament in Months

Santos said that five days after the
deal is approved, the FARC rebels will
begin gathering in demobilization zones
and will hand over their weapons to the
United Nations within five months. UN
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon hailed
Thursday’s deal. “The violent incidents
that have taken place recently in con-
flict-affected areas underscore the rele-
vance of many of the commitments con-
tained in the agreement and the
urgency of putting them into effect,” his
spokesman said in a statement. — AFP

BOGOTA: Colombian President Juan Manuel Santos (left) and the head of the
FARC guerrilla Timoleon Jimenez shake hands during the second signing of the
historic peace agreement at the Colon Theater on Thursday. —AFP
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MANILA: Thousands of anti-Marcos activists carrying placards and mock cof-
fin with a life-size papier-mache depicting the late dictator Ferdinand Marcos
during a protest near Malacanang Palace yesterday. — AFP

NUDE STUDENTS, ACTIVISTS
PROTEST MARCOS’ BURIAL

MANILA: Thousands of Filipinos, including more than a dozen nude students,
protested yesterday against the hasty burial of Philippine dictator Ferdinand
Marcos in a heroes’ cemetery, in a growing political storm that’s lashing the presi-
dent who allowed the entombment. A few thousand activists joined a “Black
Friday” protest despite rainy weather at Manila’s seaside Rizal Park, where they
carried Marcos’ effigy in a mock coffin.

While the anger was directed at Marcos and his family, President Rodrigo
Duterte was also targeted for allowing the burial of the dictator, who was ousted
in a largely peaceful “people power” revolt three decades ago. Protesters held
placards that read “Digong traitor, a lapdog of the dictator,” using Duterte’s nick-
name. Dozens of students trooped outside the presidential palace in Manila in a
separate protest and burned an effigy of Marcos in a mock coffin.

At the state-run University of the Philippines, a fraternity turned its annual
recruitment ritual into a protest with naked student recruits running with placards
that read, “Marcos dictator not a hero”. “This run is a manifestation of our anger
against what we see as the Marcoses trying to revise history, trying to revive their
name because they have fallen from grace,” Alpha Phi Omega fraternity
spokesman Toby Roca said. “We are angry that they are trying to ignore our
painful history of human rights abuses under his term.”

Duterte, whose father served in Marcos’s Cabinet, allowed the burial on
grounds that there was no law barring his interment at the Heroes’ Cemetery,
where presidents, soldiers, statesmen and national artists are buried. It was a
political risk in a country where democracy advocates still celebrate Marcos’s
ouster each year. — AP

‘GAME OF THRONES' LEAVES
NEPAL VICTIMS IN THE COLD

HOKSHE, Nepal: Farmer Ganesh Prasad Gautam
beamed as the young woman behind the desk lit-
tered with files called his name out at the rundown
government office in the mountains of central Nepal.
After 18 months of living in a shack made of corru-
gated iron, tarpaulin and bamboo amid the ruins of
his earthquake-hit house, he is finally receiving long-
promised government funds to start rebuilding his
home.

The 54-year-old farmer was one of eight million
people affected in April last year when a 7.8-magni-
tude quake struck the Himalayan nation - leaving
9,000 dead and destroying one million homes as well
as schools, businesses roads, and bridges. “The mon-
ey is late and it's not enough to build what | had
before, but at least the government has given it,”
Gautam said to nods from fellow villagers gathered
at the office in Hokshe village, 64 km east of
Kathmandu. “We've already endured one winter and
two monsoons like this - out in the open with no pro-
tection from the rain and cold.”

But Gautam is one of the lucky ones. Constant
feuding between a myriad of political parties has
fuelled political turmoil and weak governance in
Nepal, delaying efforts to rebuild the country of 28
million people despite an outpouring of aid, analysts
said. Ongoing political instability in a country which
has seen 24 governments in 26 years has stymied
reconstruction efforts. “You are looking at a country
that has had three governments since the earth-
quake - all coalitions and none with a solid majority,”
said Renaud Meyer, Country Director for the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in Nepal.
“There is no doubt the political landscape is the
biggest barrier for the recovery and reconstruction of
Nepal to take place. It requires consistency, it requires
determination and the less open it is to spoilers, the
better.”

Politics Prevails
Wedged between India and China, Nepal - famed
as the birthplace of Buddha and home to Mount

Everest - is one of the world’s poorest countries. A
decade-long civil war between Maoist rebels and
government forces ended in 2006, raising hopes of
development in a country where one in four people
live on less than $1.90 a day - the World Bank’s meas-
ure of extreme poverty. The three main parties - the
Nepali Congress (NC), Communist Party of Nepal
(Maoist-Centre) and the Unified Marxist Leninist
(UML) - have over the years made unlikely bedfellows
in fragile coalitions and politicians are seen as selfish
and power hungry.

Critics say rather than focus on reconstruction, for-
mer Prime Minister Sushil Koirala’s NC-led govern-
ment exploited a wave of national solidarity in the
quake’s aftermath to finalise Nepal's long overdue
constitution. Even though a new charter was adopt-
ed in Sept 2015, and a new coalition government led
by Khadga Prasad Oli’'s UML party took power, the
historic moment was marred by bloodshed in street
clashes in the southern Terai region bordering India.

More than 50 people died in the crisis, which
forced Oli to resign nine months after taking power
as his main coalition partner, the Maoist Centre party,
withdrew its support. The constitutional crisis and
political changes resulted a six-month delay in setting
up the National Reconstruction Authority (NRA) - the
key agency overseeing Nepal'’s recovery. As a result,
families are only now receiving the first installment of
a promised 200,000 rupee ($1,880) housing grant. But
for some Nepalis, the funds are too little, too late.
Down the road from the five-star Hyatt Regency hotel
in Chuchepati on the outskirts of Kathmandu, amid
the hundreds of blue and white plastic tents which
make up a displacement camp, housewife Shanti
Pariyar, 42, complains of sleepless nights. Little food,
daily treks to queue for two jerry cans of clean water,
few toilets, no privacy to bathe and monsoon rains
which flood her tarpaulin tent are bad enough, she
said. But what keeps her up at night is the 300,000-
rupee ($2,815) debt she has racked up since her vil-
lage home was destroyed, forcing her family to move
to the capital in search of work. — Reuters
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‘THEY RAPED US ONE BY ONE: ROHINGYA WOMAN

TEKNAF, Bangladesh: The brutal gang
rape that Habiba and her sister
endured is a story that is becoming
depressingly familiar among the thou-
sands of Rohingya refugees fleeing to
Bangladesh to escape the violence of
Myanmar’s soldiers. “They tied both of
us to the bed and raped us one by
one,” said 20-year-old Habiba, who has
now found shelter with a Rohingya
refugee family a few kilometres from
the Bangladesh-Myanmar border.
“We're almost starving here. But at least
no one is coming here to kill or torture,”
said Hashim Ullah, Habiba’s older
brother who escaped with his sisters.
Habiba and her sister Samira, 18, say
they were raped in their home in
Udang village by troops who then
burnt down their house. “They torched
most of the houses, killed numerous
people including our father and raped
many young girls,” said Habiba, who
agreed to be identified in this story.
“One of the soldiers told us before leav-
ing that they will kill us if they see us
around the next time they come here.
Then they torched our house.”
Widespread allegations of rape have
raised fears that Myanmar’s security
forces are systematically using sexual
violence against the stateless Rohingya.
The violence has forced thousands to

TEKNAF, Bangladesh: Mosammat Samira, 18, (right) and her sister
Mosammat Habiba, 20, who were gang-raped by the Myanmar army in their
village Udang in the northern part of Rakhine state a week ago, are seen on
Thursday. —AFP

flee, prompting a UN official to accuse
Myanmar of carrying out “ethnic
cleansing” of the Muslim minority.
Ullah and his siblings escaped after tak-
ing the family’s $400 savings and walk-
ing to the Naf River that separates
southern Bangladesh from Myanmar’s
Rakhine state.

The trio spent four days hiding in
the hills with hundreds of other
Rohingya families, before they found a
boat owner willing to take them to

Bangladesh. “He asked for all of our
money,” Ullah said. The boat owner left
them on a small island near the border.
The siblings walked across the scrub-
land until they found a Rohingya family
who offered them shelter.

Rape as War Weapon
Similar stories of violence and dispos-
session fill the rows of plastic-roofed
shacks that have become the only
refuge for thousands of Rohingya

Muslims who have fled Rakhine state.
The escapees have told of gang rapes,
torture and murder being carried out by
Myanmar troops in the small strip of
land that has been under military con-
trol after deadly raids on police border
posts last month. Foreign journalists and
independent investigators have been
barred from entering the area.

While the military and government
have rejected the charges, rights groups
have long accused the military of using
rape as a weapon of war in several other
ethnic conflicts which simmer in the
country’s borderlands. Thailand-based
NGO the Womens League of Burma has
documented 92 cases of sexual violence
by fighters between 2010 and 2015,
which they say have been used “as a
means of shaming and destroying eth-
nic communities”. Fears of Muslim men
violating Buddhist women have also
long stirred the hatred of hardline
nationalists in Myanmar. Allegations
Muslims raped Buddhists sparked sec-
tarian clashes in 2012 that drove tens of
thousands of Rohingya into displace-
ment camps and riots two years later
near Mandalay. But the volume of rape
allegation among the Rohingya fleeing
Rakhine suggest a pattern of abuse by
Myanmar’s army beyond anything doc-
umented before. —AFP

MYANMAR PURSUING ‘ETHNIC
CLEANSING’ OF ROHINGYAS

THOUSANDS IN ASIA STAGE

TEKNAF, Bangladesh: Myanmar is
engaged in “ethnic cleansing” of Rohingya
Muslims, a UN official has said, as reports
emerged yesterday of troops shooting at
villagers as they tried to flee. Thousands of
desperate people have pushed over the
border into Bangladesh in the last few
days, bringing with them horrifying stories
of gang rape, torture and the systematic
killing of their ethnic group.

John McKissick, head of the United
Nations refugee agency in the

Bangladeshi border town of Cox’s Bazar,
said troops in Myanmar were “killing men,
shooting them, slaughtering children, rap-
ing women, burning and looting houses,

forcing these people to cross the river”
into Bangladesh. The UN says up to 30,000
Rohingya, a stateless ethnic group, have
abandoned their homes in Myanmar, des-
perate to escape the soldiers that have
poured into the strip of land where they
live near the Bangladesh border.

Dhaka says thousands are massed on
the border, but has refused urgent inter-
national appeals to let them in, instead
calling on Myanmar to do more to stop
people fleeing. “It's very difficult for the
Bangladeshi government to say the bor-
der is open because this would further
encourage the government of Myanmar
to continue the atrocities and push them

JAKARTA: A Muslim man shouts slogans as he holds a defaced poster of
Myanmar’s Foreign Minister Aung San Suu Kyi during a rally against the perse-
cution of Rohingya Muslims outside the Embassy of Myanmar yesterday. — AP

PROTESTS

out until they have achieved their ultimate
goal of ethnic cleansing of the Muslim
minority in Myanmar,” McKissick said.
Vivian Tan, a press officer for the UN
agency, said McKissick was “recounting
what different sources, including new
arrivals, have told him about the condi-
tions they fled” and added the reports
were “very worrying”.

Farmer Deen Mohammad was among
the thousands who evaded stiffened bor-
der patrols, sneaking into the Bangladeshi
border town of Teknaf four days ago with
his wife, two of their children and three oth-
er families. “They (Myanmar’s military) took
my two boys, aged nine and 12 when they
entered my village. | don't know what hap-
pened to them,” Mohammad, 50, told AFP.
“They took women in rooms and then
locked them from inside. Up to 50 women
and girls of our village were tortured and
raped.” Mohammad said houses in his vil-
lage were burned, echoing similar testimo-
ny from other recent arrivals. One Rohingya
man, who asked not to be named, told AFP
in Myanmar that troops had stormed into a
neighboring village early yesterday morn-
ing and fired indiscriminately on residents
as they tried to escape.

Protests

Meanwhile, thousands of Bangladeshis
marched in the capital’s streets yesterday
to protest the persecution of Rohingyas in
Myanmar, one of several similar rallies in
the region. Chanting “Stop killing
Rohingya Muslims,” they marched in
Dhaka as violence in Myanmar’s Rakhine
state escalated, forcing thousands to leave
their homes. — AFP
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HONG KONG: Hong Kong’s last British colonial governor
Chris Patten gestures as he speaks at the Foreign
Correspondents Club yesterday. — AFP

PATTEN SLAMS HK
INDEPENDENCE

HONG KONG: Hong Kong'’s last British colonial governor Chris
Patten attacked the city’s pro-independence movement yes-
terday as the push for a split with China grows over fears of
Beijing’s tightening grip. Patten said he was fully behind the
strengthening of democracy in Hong Kong, but accused inde-
pendence activists of “making a mockery” of the issue. His
comments came on the same day that two publicly elected
young lawmakers, Baggio Leung and Yau Wai-ching,
appealed against a ban against them taking up their seats in
the legislature.

They were disqualified in a High Court judgement last week
after they added expletives and used derogatory terms for
China when taking their oaths of office in October. The High
Court’s move had been preempted by an earlier intervention
from Beijing which said they should not be allowed to join par-
liament. Patten was governor of Hong Kong when it was hand-
ed back to China by Britain in 1997 under a semi-autonomous
deal protecting its freedoms for 50 years. There are deep-seated
concerns that those liberties are now under threat. He said that
he believed passionately in the city’s rule of law and freedoms,
but dismissed the pro-independence camp as resorting to head-
line-grabbing “antics”. “It would be dishonest, dishonourable
and reckless for somebody like me to pretend that the case for
democracy should be mixed up with an argument about the
independence of Hong Kong,” he told a packed room at the
Foreign Correspondents’ Club during a visit to the city. — AFP
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originating from the US where retailers slash prices on the day after the Thanksgiving holiday. —AFP

UK FIRMS SHOW NO BREXIT VOTE HIT

BUSINESS INVESTMENT RISES STRONGLY IN QJ3, BEATING EXPECTATIONS

LONDON: British companies brushed off the
uncertainty over Brexit in the three months
after June’s referendum and increased their
investment, helping to drive solid growth in
the economy, official data showed yesterday.
Business investment expanded at a quarterly
rate of 0.9 percent in the three months to
September, the Office for National Statistics
said, beating expectations for a 0.6 percent rise
in a Reuters poll of economists.

Britain’s economy overall grew by 0.5 per-
cent in the third quarter, the ONS said, helped
by a rebound in exports and robust household
spending, the ONS said. A separate survey
showed retail sales growing at the fastest pace
in more than a year this month and suggested
strong consumer spending will continue to
drive the economy in the fourth quarter.

Britain’s economy has performed much bet-
ter than most economists had expected in the
immediate aftermath of June's vote to leave
the European Union. But a much bigger test
awaits next year. Rising inflation caused by the
pound’s post-referendum plunge looks set to
squeeze household spending and economists
said they still expected business investment to
slow. “So far, so good, then,” HSBC economist
Elizabeth Martins said. “But we find it hard to
believe that the economy can sustain this pace
of expansion, given the indications from busi-
ness surveys and growing price pressures.”

Britain’s business investment statistics are
prone to big revisions and the ONS said most
of the investment decisions captured in yester-
day’s data probably took place before the
Brexit referendum.

While tech giants Facebook and Google and
carmaker Nissan have committed to investing
in Britain since the vote, some business surveys
suggest the scores of smaller firms have
curbed plans for capital spending recently. In a
move aimed at offsetting the likely slowing of
private investment in the next couple of years,
finance minister Philip Hammond this week
announced he will borrow 23 billion pounds
($29 billion) to invest more in housing, trans-
port and digital infrastructure over the next
five years. The strong retail sales figures from
the Confederation of British Industry on Friday
chimed with the official data showing house-
holds increased their spending by 0.7 percent
in the third quarter, slowing slightly but still
helping to drive the economy in the face of
uncertainty around Brexit.

But the outlook for household spending
looks doubtful. The Institute for Fiscal Studies
think tank warned of “dreadful” wage growth
on Thursday with wages set to be lower in
inflation-adjusted terms in 2021 than they
were in 2008. Net trade added 0.7 percentage
points to economic growth in the third quarter,
the biggest positive contribution since early

2014 and helped by strong growth in exports
after the pound'’s post-referendum plunge.
“So the weak pound may already be deliver-
ing some upsides,” said Martin Beck, senior
economic adviser to the EY ITEM Club consul-
tancy. “But the downsides of that weakness in

India’s Modi defends
cash ban amid
chaos, criticism

S

Il in Manchester, north-west England yesterday. Black Friday is a sales offer

pushing up inflation means that GDP growth
in the near-term may struggle to match Q3's
performance.” The economy overall expand-
ed 2.3 percent versus the same period a year
earlier, unchanged from a preliminary esti-
mate. —Reuters

SAUDI SAYS WON'T ATTEND
NON-OPEC TALKS MONDAY

DUBALI: Top OPEC oil exporter Saudi Arabia
has told the producer group it will not
attend talks yesterday with non-OPEC pro-
ducers to discuss limiting supply, OPEC
sources said, as it wants to focus on having
consensus within the organization first.

The meeting was planned to discuss the
contribution that producers outside the
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries will make to a proposed supply-
limiting agreement. OPEC oil ministers
meet on Wednesday to finalize the deal.

“There is an official letter from (Saudi
Arabia) saying (it is) not attending the meet-
ing because the ministers should agree to
the cut and then present the agreement to
non-OPEC countries,” an OPEC source said.

“This will be more effective.” The
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries is trying to finalize a September
agreement that would reduce production to
between 32.5 million and 33 million barrels
per day.

It aims to remove a supply glut and prop
up oil prices , which at just over $48 a barrel
are less than half their level of mid-2014.
The organization also wants non-OPEC pro-
ducers such as Russia to curb output.
Despite extensive diplomacy since
September, the OPEC side of the deal still
faces setbacks from Iraq’s call for it to be
exempt and from Iran, which wants to
increase supply because its output has been
hit by sanctions. — Reuters
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AUDI KUWAIT PARTNERS WITH AUB
TO OFFER PREFERENTIAL FINANCING

KUWAIT: Fouad Alghanim & Sons
Automotive Company, the exclusive
dealer of Audi in Kuwait, has partnered
with Ahli United Bank to provide its
clients with a unique offer when they
purchase any Audi vehicle through the
dealership.

The promotion, which is valid until
the 30 November 2016, presents cus-
tomers preferred service agreements
and benefits upon the purchase of any
Audi model. Audi Kuwait offers cus-
tomers an extensive range of models
available from KD 11,999 with the addi-
tion of 1-year comprehensive insurance,
a 5-year/75,000 km service package; 3-
year warranty/unlimited mileage, 3-year
road side assistance, and free registra-
tion. “Ahli United Bank is a well-known
and established Islamic banking institu-

tion and we are pleased to offer cus-
tomers of the bank and Audi Kuwait this
limited time offer,” Robert Jazzini, Senior
Sales Manager at Audi Kuwait said.

Located in the Shuwaikh Industrial
Area - Jahra Road, the Audi Kuwait
showroom invites customers to view a
wide range of models and experience a
test drive from Saturday to Thursday
during the hours of 9 am to 1 pm and
from 4.30 pm to 8.30 pm.

The Audi Group, with its brands Audi,
Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the
most successful manufacturers of auto-
mobiles and motorcycles in the premi-
um segment. It is present in more than
100 markets worldwide and produces at
16 locations in twelve countries. In the
second half of 2016, the production of
the Audi Q5 will start in San JosE Chiapa

(Mexico). 100 percent subsidiaries of
AUDI AG include quattro GmbH
(Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini
S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and
Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna,
Italy).

In 2015, the Audi Group delivered to
customers approximately 1.8 million
automobiles of the Audi brand, 3,245
sports cars of the Lamborghini brand
and about 54,800 motorcycles of the
Ducati brand. In the 2015 financial year,
AUDI AG achieved total revenue of
A58.4 billion and an operating profit of
A4.8 billion. At present, approximately
85,000 people work for the company all
over the world, about 60,000 of them in
Germany. Audi focuses on new products
and sustainable technologies for the
future of mobility.

OIL DOWN ON STRONG DOLLAR, OPEC LOGJAM

LONDON: Oil prices slid yesterday, dragged by a strong dol-
lar and uncertainty over whether OPEC will agree to cut pro-
duction at the group’s meeting next week, but benchmark
contracts were on track to close the week with gains close to
4 percent.

Brent crude futures were trading at $48.53 a barrel at
1253 GMT, down 47 cents. US crude futures fetched $47.56 a
barrel, down 40 cents. Overall activity on both contracts was
thin after the US Thanksgiving holiday and ahead of the
weekend. The main drag on prices was the dollar, which this
week hit levels last seen in 2003 against a basket of other
currencies . A strong dollar could crimp fuel demand due to
higher costs for holders of other currencies.

Reports that state oil giant Saudi Aramco would in
January increase oil supplies to some Asian customers also
cast a shadow on markets, traders said.

A decline in China’s October crude oil imports to their
lowest on a daily basis since January added to the bearish

tone. But analysts said fundamentals were little changed -
apart from concerns over the fate next week of a Saudi-led
plan for the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries and other producers to agree on cuts in crude
output.

The market “is taking it easy ahead of a long weekend (in
the United States) and uncertainty over OPEC,” said Bjarne
Schieldrop, chief commodities analyst with SEB Bank in Oslo.
“There is no other big bearish news.”

Schieldrop said prices could rebound if the Nov. 30 meet-
ing succeeded in reaching a targeted production cap of 32.5
million to 33.0 million barrels per day (bpd), from the 33.64
million bpd the group pumped in October. On Thursday, the
oil minister of non-OPEC nation Azerbaijan said OPEC was
also pushing oil producers outside the group to make big
cuts in output. Most analysts expect some form of cut, but it
is uncertain whether that would be enough to prop up a
market dogged by oversupply since 2014. — Reuters

ZIMBABWE'S MONEY
RUNS OUT, SO DOES
MUGABE'S POWER

HARARE: In Zimbabwe, where worthless $100 trillion notes
serve as reminders of the perils of hyperinflation, President
Robert Mugabe is printing a new currency that jeopardizes
not just the economy but his own long grip on power. Six
months ago, the 92-year-old announced plans to address
chronic cash shortages by supplementing the dwindling U.S.
dollars in circulation over the past seven years with ‘bond
notes’, a quasi-currency expected at the end of November.

According to the Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe (RBZ), the
bond notes will be officially interchangeable 1:1 with the US
dollar and should ease the cash crunch. The central bank also
promised to keep a tight lid on issuance. After a 2008 multi-
billion percent inflationary meltdown caused by rampant
money-printing, many Zimbabweans are skeptical. The plan
has already caused a run on the banks as Zimbabweans emp-
ty their accounts of hard currency.

Internal intelligence briefings seen by Reuters raise the
possibility that the bond notes, if they crash, could spell the
end of Mugabe’s 36 years in charge. A Sept. 29 Central
Intelligence Organization (CIO) report revealed the powerful
army was as unhappy as the rest of the population with the
new notes and had told Africa’s oldest leader to “wake up and
smell the coffee”. “Top security officers have told Mugabe not
to blame them if Rome starts to burn,” the report said. Reuters
was unable to determine the author of the report. It is also
unclear if Mugabe has seen the report, whose final audience is
not specified. Mugabe's spokesman did not respond to
requests for comment, nor was the CIO available. But the
report offers a rare glimpse into the thinking of Mugabe’s secu-
rity forces - the backbone of his power - and their concerns
about the implosion of what used to be one of Africa’s most
promising economies. “Mugabe was openly told that the bond
notes are going to cause his downfall,” the report said.

WAITING FOR THE DROP

The notes’ first test will come in the informal foreign
exchange markets on the streets of Harare. If they fall heavily
in value, they are likely to unleash an inflationary spiral that
could bleed the banking system of its last few dollars and
wipe out Zimbabweans’ savings for the second time in less
than a decade, economists say.

The same happened in 2008: powerful individuals with
access to dollars at the official 1:1 rate were able to buy bond
notes at a discount on the unofficial market and then convert
them back to dollars at face value. “You start with one dollar,
then you've got 10, then you've got 100, then you've got
1,000 - and it's not even lunchtime,” said John Robertson, one
of Zimbabwe’s most respected private economists.

In Harare’s chaotic Road Port bus station, the main termi-
nus for those heading to and from South Africa, Zimbabwe's
biggest trading partner, some bus operators are fearing the
worst. Required to pay nearly all their expenses - fuel, road
tolls and police bribes in Zimbabwe and South Africa - in hard
currency cash, they are particularly exposed.

“It's like being on death row. You don’t know when the
hangman is going to open your cell door,” said ticket-seller
Simba Muchenje, pulling a wad of worthless 2008 Zimbabwe
dollars from his briefcase and tossing them onto the counter.
“It's just taking us back to the bad old days.” In interviews,
none of eight money-changers trading South African rand
and US dollars said they would accept bond notes at their $1
face value because of fears of immediate depreciation. The
rand and the US dollar have become Zimbabwe's currencies
since the local dollar was scrapped in 2009.

“The banks may say 1:1, but here we say 2:1. We can't
afford to pay the same as the banks. I'm running a business,
not a bank,” said Patience, a 32-year-old money-changer.

REASSURING WORDS

Given Zimbabwe's recent history of hyperinflation, the RBZ
is keen to allay fears the printing presses are about to go into
overdrive, and that the bond notes are a roundabout route to
a new Zimbabwe dollar. “The introduction of bond notes does
not mark the return of the Zimbabwe dollar through the back
door,” it said in a statement on its website.

Instead, the bank has presented the notes as a 5 percent
“export incentive” - a top-up added by the central bank to the
accounts of those receiving foreign exchange either from
overseas remittances or via farming, manufacturing and min-
ing exports. They will also be backed by a $200 million “loan
facility” from Afreximbank, a Cairo-based lender owned by the
African Development Bank and dozens of African govern-
ments and central banks. — Reuters
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DOLLAR DIPS ON BOND YIELDS, THANKSGIVING HANGOVER

LONDON: The dollar retreated against its major
peers yesterday, a pullback in US bond yields
spurring some profit-taking as the world’s main cur-
rency headed for its best run in almost two years.

Expectations of rises in US inflation and interest
rates have driven the greenback to a more than 6
percent gain over October and November, its
strongest showing over a similar period since early
2015. Most currency players expect the gains to con-
tinue, but the combination of Thanksgiving, the pro-
cessing of corporate flows before the month-end and
perceived risks looming for markets in the first half of
December led some to cash in gains now.

The Australian and New Zealand dollars also both
got some help from rises in iron ore prices and bull-
ish trade figures respectively. “US yields gapped
higher at open but we have been unable to hold
those gains and that has encouraged some profit-

taking,” Jeremy Stretch, CIBC head of currency strat-
egy in London, said.

“There is a degree of consolidation (but) there is
still a consistent bias that means the dollar will
remain pretty much supported into the Fed meeting
next month. The message seems to be take some
profit and we will be looking to go again.”

After hitting an 8-month high of 113.90 yen in
Asian trading, the dollar was down 0.4 percent on the
day at 112.94 yen, still on track for a more than 2 per-
cent gain on the week.

The euro rose almost half a percent to $1.0592
after dropping to $1.0518 on Thursday, its lowest
since March 2015. “The euro’s indulging in a bit of ...
short-covering, and | suppose it can benefit from qui-
et, thin markets,” Societe Generale strategist Kit
Juckes said.

“At the very least, dollar-yen is a buy on dips in

this environment. Our target is 120 next year, but our
114 forecast for March could be reached a week after
we revised it. If this move continues at the recent
pace, the whole 2017 USD rally might have been
done by the time 2017 even begins.”

Emerging market equities and currencies have
been hit hard by the spectre of higher US interest
rates and the prospect of U.S. trade protectionism
under President-elect Donald Trump.

The Turkish lira, for example, slumped to a record
low even as its central bank raised interest rates for
the first time in nearly three years on Thursday. The
lira was hurt as European Union lawmakers called for
a temporary halt to EU membership talks with
Ankara. Some expect a further sell-off in emerging
markets to eventually revive demand for the flagging
yen, normally a go-to currency in times of market
tumult, along with the Swiss franc. — Reuters

TURKEY TARGETS LUXURY
CARS WITH HIKE IN
SPECIAL CONSUMPTION TAX

ANKARA: Turkey increased its special consumption tax on
cars yesterday, a move that will be applied to all but the
cheapest models in what the finance minister said was a
response to demands from the industry. Speaking to
reporters in Ankara, Naci Agbal said that no increases
would be applied to cars that cost less than 40,000 lira
($11,578). Models costing 40,000-70,000 lira would see a
price rise of around 3 percent, he said.

The change, which Agbal said would contribute around
an additional 3 billion lira to the budget, is seen as poten-
tially positive for sales of mass-market cars made in Turkey
as it would drive up the cost of luxury competitors, many
of which are imported. “The goal is not to obtain revenue,
it is to amend the system’s broken structure and move to a
just and new taxation system,” Agbal said. Under the cur-
rent system, imported luxury cars with smaller engines are
in the same tax bracket as mass-market models, many of
them made in Turkey by firms including Toyota and
Renault, or Ford Otosan and Tofas , local joint ventures
with Ford and Fiat. The new system will make even small-
er-engine luxury cars more expensive.

The changes will not be welcomed by car importers
including Dogus Automotive, which sells brands including
Volkswagen, Audi and Bentley in Turkey.

“New taxes for higher-priced cars are negative for pre-
mium car sales and Dogus could take a hit,” Oyak
Securities said in an e-mailed note. “For Ford Otosan and
Tofas, the negative impact would be softer as passenger
car domestic sales have a smaller share in their total sales
and light commercial vehicle tax rates will stay
unchanged,” it said. Ford Otosan and Tofas both export
models produced in Turkey as well as supplying the
domestic market. — Reuters

DAWN QUEUES, TRAFFIC
JAMS AS BLACK FRIDAY
DEBUTS IN GREECE

ATHENS: Long queues snaked outside department stores and
roads were blocked near malls thousands of Greeks bucked
falling wages and joblessness to join the country’s first-ever
Black Friday shopping craze. In Athens, Thessaloniki and other
major Greek cities, the queues formed before participating

stores-mostly tech and clothes chains-opened at 0600 GMT.

It was soon clear that most of the shoppers were youngsters
skipping school to take advantage of up to 80-percent reduc-
tions in the sales. At a prominent department store, Xbox One
home video game consoles priced at 199 euros ($210) sold out
in less than two hours. Despite large crowds, no major distur-
bances or fights occasionally seen at such promotions abroad
were reported. Greek retail groups have expressed scepticism
about the promotion which further threatens to undermine
Nikolas Kougioumtsis, head
of the Athens trade association, said Black Friday was “not a pos-

struggling small business owners.

itive” day for many sellers. — AFP

HK-SHENZHEN STOCK MARKET
LINK TO OPEN ON DECEMBER 5

MAINLAND TECH SHARES TO OP

SHANGHAI: A long-delayed trading link
between the Shenzhen and Hong Kong
stock markets will open December 5, reg-
ulators said yesterday, opening up the
mainland’s tech shares to foreign
investors for the first time. Originally slat-
ed to launch last year, it was delayed after
a massive market run-up and subsequent
rout. The start date was decided by Hong
Kong’s Securities and Futures
Commission (SFC) and the China
Securities Regulatory Commission, the
SFC said in a statement, with its chairman
Carlson Tong saying the two regulators
had “established mechanisms to protect
the integrity of both markets”.

The scheme will link mainland China’s
second stock exchange, the world'’s
eighth largest with a market capitalisa-
tion of $3.3 trillion as of September, with
the bourse in Hong Kong. The former
British colony is now a special administra-
tive region of China but remains deeply
connected to the global financial system,
unlike the mainland’s closed markets.
The new link builds on a similar “stock
connect” between Shanghai and Hong
Kong launched two years ago, which
gave foreigners new access to Chinese
companies not quoted elsewhere, and
enabled mainlanders to trade in Hong
Kong. The Shenzhen connect will enable
foreigners to buy shares in a total of 863
Chinese firms for the first time, authori-
ties said earlier.

They include appliance manufacturer
Midea-which bought German robotics
firm Kuka this year-model carmaker
Rastar, owner of Spanish football club
Espanyol, and Suning Commerce, part of
the group that acquired Inter Milan earli-
er this year. China’s Securities Times
newspaper cited exchange general man-
ager Wang Jianjun as saying that by val-
ue, nearly 60 percent of the newly avail-
able firms were in new and emerging
industries, such as information technolo-
gy and medicine, among others.

Some of the biggest are little-known
outside China, such as Focus Media
Information Technology, which owns
180,000 television advertising screens
across the country and is valued at $23
billion, or video surveillance provider
Hangzhou Hikvision Digital Technology,
market capitalisation $22 billion. But a 6

HONG KONG: People walk outside the Hong Kong Stock Exchange building in
Hong Kong. A long-delayed trading link between the Shenzhen and Hong
Kong stock markets will open December 5, regulators said yesterday opening
up the mainland'’s tech shares to foreign investors for the first time. —AFP

billion yuan ($900 million) minimum mar-
ket capitalisation excludes fast-growing
smaller companies. That could protect
outside investors from some of the wilder
gyrations of Chinese share prices. More
than 99 percent of China’s 116 million
investors are rumour-driven small
investors, the latest official figures show-
an unusually high proportion by global
standards.

The mainland’s bourses have been
compared to casinos, with insider trading
and dramatic swings in share prices seem-
ingly unconnected to underlying business
prospects. The benchmark Shanghai
Composite Index soared by 150 percent in
the 12 months to June last year, despite
China’s economic growth slowing, in a
bubble promoted by authorities, before it
burst in spectacular fashion. “China’s main-
land market is still very heavy on specula-
tion. If investors from Hong Kong side can't
understand this, they may not come,”
Haitong Securities analyst Zhang Qi told
AFP.

Symbol over substance?
Beijing has been trying to have
Chinese A shares included in the influen-

tial MSCI Emerging Markets Index, which
could help steer more foreign portfolio
investment into the country at a time
when authorities are fighting off capital
flight. Analysts say the stock connect rep-
resents another effort by Beijing to prove
to international investors its capital mar-
kets are gradually opening.

It could perhaps strengthen its case
for inclusion as the trading quota “could
llow more funds to move across the bor-
der”, Sam Chi Yung, Hong Kong-based
senior strategist at South China Research
Limited, told AFP.

Beijing maintains strict foreign
exchange limits as part of the ruling par-
ty’s tools to control the currency, and the
stock connect scheme works by enabling
investors to deposit funds in one jurisdic-
tion and make trades in the other. A total
of 23.5 billion yuan in cross-border trans-
actions will be allowed per day under the
Shenzhen scheme, regulators said. But
despite heavy hype before its November
2014 launch, the Shanghai-Hong Kong
connect has failed to excite traders, with
both daily quotas for “southbound”
mainland and “northbound” internation-
al buyers often going unfilled. — AFP
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INDIA'S MODI DEFENDS CASH
BAN AMID CHAOS, CRITICISM

FITCH TO REVISE DOWN INDIA'S GROWTH FORECAST

NEW DELHI: Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi hit back yesterday at the mounting crit-
icism of his decision to withdraw all high-
denomination bank notes from circulation,
describing the move as “for the larger social
good”.

The November 8 move to ban the 500
and 1,000 rupees ($7.30, $14.60) notes some
85 percent of all bills in circulation-as legal
tender has sparked turmoil in the vast cash-
reliant nation. Long queues have formed
outside banks across the country as people
try to get rid of their old notes, and the gov-
ernment has repeatedly changed rules sur-
rounding the exchange process in response
to pressure from various groups and mount-
ing chaos.

“The decision isn't being criticized much
(by the common man),” Modi said in a
speech yesterday, in which he praised citi-
zens as “soldiers in this fight against corrup-
tion and black (unaccounted) money”.

“Some things have to be done above politics
for the larger social good,” he added.

Critics of the move have included former
prime minister Manmohan Singh-whose eco-
nomic reforms are credited with rescuing
India from the brink of bankruptcy in the ear-
ly 1990s-who said that the decision could
shave two percentage points from the coun-
try’s GDP.

Ratings agency Fitch has also said it
would revise down India growth forecasts for
the fourth quarter of 2016 after the shock
move. Others have slammed the govern-
ment for its “shoddy implementation” of the
scheme.

But Modi hit out at his rivals, saying those
criticizing his decision were doing so
because they were “sad that they didn't get
any notice, a chance to prepare for the deci-
sion”.

“It is such a great step. A big, big decision.
And, for those who dream of a great future

for the country, let’s come together to
remove the problems being faced by the
common man,” he added.

In weeks since the decision, people
nationwide have complained of a cash-
crunch, with rural farming areas, where local
banks and post offices have been slow to
receive new notes, the hardest hit. Modi also
urged Indians to switch to non-cash meth-
ods of spending.

“Every person has a right to spend his or
her money. No one can take anyone’s mon-
ey. Now people can also spend through
mobile technology,” he said, mentioning
that the country had around a billion mobile
handsets and 60 percent of its population
was under 35 years. The Modi government
claims that the move is an attempt to
encourage more people into formal banking,
which will also increase taxable income in a
country where only around 3 percent of
Indians pay any income tax. —AFP

SUDDEN CURRENCY MOVE SPOILS

BUSINESS AT INDIAN FOOD MARKET

NEW DELHI: The scale of India’s cash econo-
my can be seen in the Azadpur Mandi whole-
sale fruit and vegetable market. Trucks bring
load after load of fresh produce to its grimy
lanes every day. Then a complex web of
wholesale merchants, smaller traders and
retailers delivers the produce to most of north
India. Almost every transaction, like most in
India, is done in cash. And business at the mas-
sive New Delhi market is evaporating, the food
spoiling and wasted, two weeks after the gov-
ernment’s surprise currency move made more
than 80 percent of India’s banknotes useless.

By withdrawing all 500- and 1,000-rupee
notes from circulation, the government is try-
ing to clean India’s economy of “black money,”
or untaxed wealth. Its success remains to be
seen, but for now the move has created ser-
pentine queues outsides banks and ATMs of
people replacing their rupee notes or making
small withdrawals.

Few people have access to banks, however.
The vast majority of Indians earn and spend in
cash, and more than half of the country’s 1.3
billion people have no bank accounts. In
Azadpur people are upset: the impossibly wiry
laborers who transport fruit and vegetables in
handcarts around the 90-acre market, the big
traders who conduct hundreds of thousands
of rupees of business in a day and the small
retailers who buy a few baskets or crates of
food to sell each day.

Stopping to talk to a reporter would have
been impossible a month ago, but business at
the market was so thin on a recent day that
groups of traders and workers were free to
speak. A look at how India’s currency move
has impacted people at one crucial market.

Worried about their next meal

Jitendra Prasad sits propped on one edge
of his wooden handcart. Flies buzz over
bunches of ripe bananas but few customers
stop to even ask his price. People are holding
on to their precious 10s and 100s out of fear of
when they'll be able to make their next with-
drawal, he says. Banks and ATMs are dispens-
ing the new 2,000 rupee bill but smaller bills
are scant. For Prasad the big bills are useless:
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NEW DELHI: A laborer squats on a truck loaded with cucumbers waiting for customers
at Azadpur Mandi, one of Asia’s largest wholesale market for fruits and vegetables, in
New Delhi, India. The scale of India’s cash economy can be seen in this market. — AP

“We don’t have enough money to give them
change.” So his fruit sits unsold or has to be
thrown away. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has claimed the currency move had the sup-
port of India’s poor, since it was aimed at cor-
rupt wealth. “The poor are sleeping soundly. It
is the rich who are looking to buy sleeping
pills,” he declared a few days after the switch.

Prasad for one isn't sleeping well.

“We are worried day and night. We are wor-
ried about having food to eat.” Handcart puller
Jagat came to Azadpur Mandi to find work
when he was 14. He has done every odd job
the market has. And he says it's never been
harder to make enough to scrape by.

“I would make 1,000 rupees a day ($14.50).
At this time in the morning | would be so busy
| wouldn’t have time to stop and talk. But now
making even 200 rupees ($3) is hard.” Some
days there is no work at all. For now small
loans, from other laborers in the market, is
helping a little. “But if this doesn’t end soon we
will starve. What else?”

Struggling to do business

Everywhere in the market groups of traders
have time on their hands. “Nothing is going on
here. Our suppliers have stopped buying. So, we
are not getting any produce. What are we going
to sell to our customers? Our investments are
stuck. The new currency bills are not easily avail-
able,” says Sanjay, a wholesale buyer of sweet
limes, who uses just one name. “Things are so
bad that I'm actually taking the old currency
notes from the few people who show up to
buy,” he says pointing to the sacks of fruit piled
in his hop.

He knows that it'll be a while before he can
deposit the bundles of old notes in the bank,
“but what can | do? Throw it all away?”

Amit Kumar hasn’t had a customer hail his
auto rickshaw all morning, a rarity on usual days.
Over the last two weeks he has seen fares drop by
about half. But food costs just as much and the
rent won't pay itself. He's not hopeful that the
government will help ease the problem of cash
flow that has hit people like him so hard. — AP

YES OR NO, ITALIAN

REFERENDUM
TO HAVE MODEST
MARKET REACTION

ROME/BENGALURU: Victory or defeat for
Italian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi’s consti-
tutional reform referendum will hit financial
markets only modestly, a Reuters poll found,
with analysts split on how serious a “No”
vote would be for the future of the euro
project. Renzi has said he will resign if he
loses the Dec 4 ballot an outcome all opin-
ion polls say is the most likely - on his plan
to drastically reduce the role of the upper
house Senate. The Reuters survey of 32 ana-
lysts conducted on Nov 24-25 showed
investors expected to demand an extra 25
basis points in yield to hold Italian debt over
its German equivalent if the reform is reject-
ed, with the euro dipping 1.25 percent.

Similar moves in the other direction are
expected if voters approve the reform at the
ballot box, which Renzi is presenting as a
chance to speed up lawmaking and stabilize
government. While the poll consensus
shows only muted reaction to either out-
come, the European Central Bank said the
risks are rising to euro zone financial stability
and it would react to any “economic shock”
from the vote.

The most pessimistic view in the poll was
for a 70 basis point premium on the
Italian/German yield spread and for the euro
to fall as much as 10 percent. Half the analysts
polled see a “serious” blow to the euro project
if Italians reject the plan, which those opposed
to it say will over-centralise power and make
Italy less democratic. The other half said the
blow would not be serious. “I think the market
underestimates the long-term consequences
of a ‘No’ outcome,” said DekaBank economist
Kristian Toedmann. “Italy’s reform agenda is a
project for many years. If it fails, trend growth
will not accelerate and government debt will
become less sustainable. This cannot be com-
pensated by (ECB) quantitative easing forever,”
he said. Italy’s chronically stagnant economy is
struggling to post convincing growth and its
debt pile, one of the world’s biggest, keeps it
under close investor scrutiny.

CRACKIN THE EURO PROJECT?

Many in the financial markets worry that,
if Renzi resigns, the anti-euro 5-Star
Movement could come closer to power.
Renzi has said he will not participate in any
attempt to form a technocrat government
of the kind that took over after Silvio
Berlusconi’s last administration collapsed in
2011. “The ‘No’ scenario opens up a very
volatile phase,” said Intesa Sanpaolo fixed
income strategist Sergio Capaldi. “In case of
Renzi's resignation there is no clear path for
the formation of a new government. A
short-term government could just approve
an electoral law for the Senate and
announce early elections.” Further investor
concerns focus on Italy’s banks, which, sad-
dled with 200 billion euros in bad loans, are
holding back lending to small companies
that traditionally relied on them.

Banca Monte dei Paschi di Siena, the
world’s oldest bank, is among the biggest
worries as it plans a 5 billion euro ($5.29 bil-
lion) recapitalization plan. Monte dei Paschi
plans to launch a stock sale on Dec. 7 or 8
into what could be turbulent markets if the
referendum goes against Renzi and his gov-
ernment resigns. “If the prospect loomed of
a failed capital hike for MPS, the next
hypothesis is a bail-in, which would have
serious consequences,” said 1G strategist
Vincenzo Longo, recalling the case of four
banks the state rescued from bankruptcy
last year. — Reuters
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CHINA'’S SILK ROAD FEEDS
HOPE OF 2017 RECOVERY

SHANGHALI: After five years of falling revenue, forecourts
overcrowded with unsold machinery and idle factories,
China’s push to build a modern day Silk Road is fuelling a
recovery for the country’s heavy equipment industry,
according to executives from many companies gathered
in Shanghai this week. Construction equipment makers - a
proxy for China’s infrastructure, resources and construc-
tion sectors - suffered a plunge in sales after 2011, as com-
modity prices collapsed. Industry sales in China peaked
that year at $35 billion, according to consultancy Off-
Highway Research; and this year, they are estimated at $9
billion - the worst sales level in more than a decade.

But speaking at a crowded biennial industry show this
week, executives from machinery makers said that in the
third quarter of this year there were finally signs of life.
They now expect growth next year for the first time since
2011, as a glut of used equipment ages, the industry
works through accumulated inventory and companies
benefit from ambitious government projects.

Overall demand for excavators in China jumped by 50
percent in September, while sales of earth-moving and
road-making machinery, a major beneficiary of the Silk
Road effort, turned positive after five years of losses,
according to Off-Highway.

“We've seen fairly significant signs of bottoming and
turning around,” said David Beatenbough, a vice-presi-
dent of Guangxi LiuGong Machinery Co Ltd, one of China’s
largest construction machinery manufacturers, where he
overseas research and development.

“We're seeing quite a bit in rail, some in roads... and a
little bit in traditional real estate,” he said. China has esti-
mated the Silk Road initiative, known as ‘One Belt, One
Road’, could add $2.5 trillion to China’s trade in the next
decade, making it critical to the post-financial crisis turn-
around - and the benefits will go well beyond machine
makers. Chinese President Xi Jinping’s initiative, includes a
drive for an integrated economic area through Central
Asia, West Asia, the Middle East and Europe, based on new
infrastructure - such as roads and railways, and increased
trade links. Official data has shown broader signs of stabi-
lization in the China’s economy, driven by billions of dol-
lars in government spending and a property boom in
major cities, even as private investment and exports
remain stubbornly weak. Beijing, which is seeking to cush-
ion the impact of the country’s slowest growth in 25 years,
has accelerated approvals, sent officials to probe stalled
projects and encouraged private investors to play a bigger
role in infrastructure building.

Earlier this month, the country’s top economic planner
said it had approved 2.97 trillion yuan ($429.3 billion)
worth of projects in the first ten months of the year, 2.9
percent higher than the amount approved over the same
period last year.

REVVING UP

Infrastructure spending is entering a growth phase
globally, led by the ambitious plans to rebuild the United
States under President-elect Donald Trump and including
Britain, which on Thursday freed up an extra 23 billion
pounds ($28.6 billion) to invest in rail, telecoms and hous-
ing infrastructure - all good news for machinery makers.

Itis still early days in the recovery. For example, US heavy
equipment maker Caterpillar did not have booths at the
Shanghai show this year - a contrast with 2012, when it
filled a hall with a 12,000-square-metre display. But after
one of the grimmest years in decades, other signs are rosier.
Beyond Shanghai, John Deere, Japan’s Komatsu and others
have given cautiously positive outlooks in recent weeks.
And Caterpillar itself last week reported a third consecutive
month of sales growth in Asia, driven by China, and said it
sees growth ahead in 2017 - if Chinese government support
for projects continues. Most see growth in other parts of
Asia too, as Chinese construction firms go into southeast
Asia or Pakistan. A weak yuan - it has fallen 6 percent
against the dollar so far this year - will also make Chinese
companies more competitive internationally. “Business con-
fidence is coming back... and (firms) are starting to see some
good results,” Karin Sun, Beijing-based senior consultant at
Off-Highway Research, said in reference to China. Chen
Dewei, vice-general manager of excavator and wheel loader
maker Fujian Jingong Machinery in southern China, said his
company has been able to trim inventories to what he
called a “reasonable” level. —Reuters

LUFTHANSA PILOTS THREATEN
TO EXTEND STRIKE OVER PAY

AIRLINE CANCELS 2,800 FLIGHTS OVER FOUR DAYS

BERLIN: Pilots at Lufthansa threatened
yesterday to extend their latest strike in
a long-running pay dispute with the
German airline, raising pressure on man-
agement and leaving passengers fearing
fresh disruption. The walkout - the 14th
since early 2014 - began on Wednesday
and has already grounded some 2,600
planes and affected more than 315,000
passengers. Lufthansa has said the dis-
ruption has started to hit medium-term
bookings.

The airline said it would cancel a fur-
ther 137 flights on Saturday, around 5
percent of its schedule, including 88
intercontinental flights. Some short- and
medium-haul flights would also be
affected, it said. Lufthansa urged the
union to enter arbitration but the union
said it wants to see a better offer first.
“As things stand at present, we will have
to keep striking as there is no basis for
negotiations or arbitration with
Lufthansa at the moment,” said Joerg
Handwerg, board member at the
Vereinigung Cockpit (VC) pilots’ union.

The union wants an average annual
pay increase of 3.7 percent for 5,400
pilots in Germany over a five-year period
from 2012. Lufthansa has offered 2.5
percent over six years to 2019. Lufthansa
Chief Executive Carsten Spohr has said
the carrier’s future would be on the line
if pilots’ wages were raised to the level
demanded. Lufthansa says it has to cut
costs to compete with leaner rivals such
as Ryanair on short-haul routes and
Emirates on long-haul flights, despite
making a record profit in 2015.
Lufthansa pilots are well paid by indus-
try standards. A pilot at Lufthansa earns
on average 180,000 euros ($190,000) a
year before tax, though a captain on the
highest pay level can earn as much as
22,000 euros a month before tax.

DUESSELDOREF: Flight passengers walk past an information sign with the logo

of German airline Lufthansa yesterday at the airport in Duesseldorf, western

Germany. — AFP

LONG-TERM DAMAGE?

Passengers at Frankfurt airport yes-
terday were running out of patience.
“It's not pleasant,” said Lufthansa pas-
senger Dieter Eidt who was booked on a
flight to Rome and faced a lengthy
delay. “I believe that they are demand-
ing something that can’t be fulfilled and
which is unjustified,” Eidt said of the
pilots. Senior conservative lawmaker
Michael Fuchs has called for forced
mediation to end the dispute. “It can’t
be that hundreds of thousands are tak-
en hostage for the interest of a small
majority,” he said, adding the walkout
risked damaging German business.

The economy ministry said it was up
to management and the union to find a
solution. Shares in Lufthansa, down
more than 13 percent this year, traded
0.6 percent lower yesterday as investors
fretted over the prospect of stoppages

dragging on. Ruxandra Haradau-Doeser,
an aviation analyst at Kepler Chevreux,
said Lufthansa’s profit target of 1.8 bil-
lion euros ($1.9 billion) for 2016 could
be at risk if the strike lasts throughout
the whole of next week.

However, she added that investors
expected Spohr to stand firm. “Investors
trusted him on this. He is in a difficult
position. If he were to yield, in my opin-
ion he would lose the trust of investors
and the market,” she said. Pilot strikes in
2014 cost Lufthansa 222 million euros,
roughly 21 million euros per day,
according to the IW Cologne Institute
for Economic Research.

In 2015, walkouts by pilots and cabin
crew cost it 231 million euros, around 30
million per day. The airline has since
agreed deals with the main unions rep-
resenting ground staff and cabin crew in
Germany. — Reuters

S AFRICA

JOHANNESBURG: South Africa braced
for a potentially damaging credit rating
review yesterday as Moody'’s releases its
latest assessment amid political tension,
reform blockages and weak economic
data. President Jacob Zuma has been
engulfed by graft scandals and a power
struggle with Finance Minister Pravin
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BRACES FOR CREDIT
REVIEW AS GROWTH FALLS

Gordhan, while growth has fallen to 0.5
percent and unemployment hit a 13-
year high.

Moody’s was expected to issue its
updated grading later, before Standard
& Poor’s makes its key announcement a
week later on December 2. S&P currently
has South Africa-the continent’s most

JOHANNESBURG: This file photo taken on March 20, 2015 shows people from a
school group looking at an electronic screen with stock index figures at the
Johannesburg Stock Exchange (JSE). South Africa braced for a potentially dam-
aging credit rating review yesterday as Moody’s releases its latest assessment
amid political tension, reform blockages and weak economic data. — AFP

developed economy-rated at the lo